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After four days of inaction in
the killing of nine, includ-

ing four farmers under the
wheels and lynching of 4 BJP
men, in Lakhimpur Kheri, the
Uttar Pradesh Police arrested
two accused and summoned
Union Minister Ajay Mishra’s
son Ashish Mishra 
for questioning.

Ashish will be questioned
in the Lakhimpur Kheri vio-
lence, Lucknow Range IG
Laxmi Singh told reporters on
Thursday morning. 

Sources said the cops, who
concentrated on preventing
Opposition leaders from reach-
ing the spot, acted after the
Supreme Court on Thursday
directed the State Government
to submit status report on
Friday mentioning of the inves-
tigation made so far and if any
of the named accused arrested.

Interestingly, after the apex
court listed the matter for
hearing on Thursday morning,
the State Government on
Wednesday announced the for-
mation of a one-member judi-
cial commission headed by a
retired judge of the High Court.
The commission led by
Pradeep Kumar Srivastava has
been asked to submit a report
within two months.

The Yogi Adityanath

Government’s decision to
appoint the single-person com-
mission came three days after
it had announced that a retired
High Court judge will investi-
gate the violence.

Sources from Lakhimpur
confirmed that to show some
visible “investigation” in the
status report to be submitted on
Friday, the police arrested two
persons identified as Luvkush
Rana and Ashish Pandey. The
police said the two arrested are
close aides of Ashish and more
raids are going on to arrest the
prime accused.

Half-a-dozen other sus-
pects have been detained for
interrogation in the matter,
disclosed a senior officer.

Meanwhile, according to
reports, Union Minister of
State Ajay Mishra Teni’s son
Ashish remained untraceable
on Thursday. The cops claimed
to have launched a hunt for
him and had also served sum-
mons on him to report at the
local police station. 

Besides Ashish, another
high profile accused Ankit
Das, whose name came up in
one of the videos and who was
allegedly present in his SUV,
behind the Thar jeep of
Asheesh, is untraceable. Ankit
is the nephew of former BSP
MP Akhilesh Das. 

Sources said Ankit is very

close to Union Minister Ajay
and was often seen with the
Minister’s son Ashish.

It may be mentioned that
the Lakhimpur Kheri violence
has triggered a major political

storm in Uttar Pradesh. The
police have booked Asheesh on
multiple charges, including
murder and criminal 
conspiracy. 

The Opposition leaders are
raising demand for the removal
of the Union Minister. 

Mishra has been claiming
that his son was not in the car
which ran over the protesters.
He claimed the driver lost the
balance after stone pelting by
the protesting farmers and
then some protesters came
under the car. 

Later, his driver, along with
3 others, was lynched by the
protesting crowd and the car
was set on fire, the Minister 
has claimed.
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With no respite for him in
the mid-sea drug bust

case, a Mumbai Magistrate
Court on Thursday remanded
Bollywood superstar Shah
Rukh Khan’s son Aryan Khan
and seven others to judicial
custody for 14 days, even as the
ruling Congress joined the
NCP in accusing the Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB) of col-
luding with the BJP in “han-
dling” the suspects in the sen-
sational case.

After rejecting the NCB’s
plea for extending the custody
of the eight accused till October
11 and transferring the further
hearing of the case to the
Special NDPS Court,   Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate RM
Nerlikar remanded Aryan and
seven other accused in 14 days’
judicial custody.

A city court will hear
Aryan’s bail plea at 11 am on
Friday, by then the NCB has
been asked to file its say on the
bail application. The court
asked the NCB to let Aryan stay
in its office on Thursday before
he is moved to a jail on Friday
after being produced at 
the court hearing his 
bail application.   

The NCB has so far arrest-

ed 17 persons, including Aryan,
in connection with the busting
of a rave party at which it seized
13 grams of cocaine, 5 grams of
MD (mephedrone), 21 grams
of charas, 22 pills of MDMA
(ecstasy) and �1.33 lakh in cash
from Goa-bound Cordelia
Cruises’ Empress ship, off 
the Mumbai coast here 
on Saturday night.

Continued on Page 2
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In a major security breach,
“unidentified” terrorists shot

dead a school principal and a
teacher, both belonging to the
minority community, inside a
Government Boys Higher
Secondary school located in the
Idgah area of Srinagar on
Thursday morning.

Gory images of both the
teachers, lying in a pool of
blood on the school campus,
sent shock waves as they flood-
ed various social media plat-
forms in real-time.

After killing the duo, the
terrorists fled away without
facing any resistance. Teachers
belonging to the minority com-
munity claimed no security
personnel have been deployed
across the majority of school

buildings in Kashmir valley. 
The Centre has con-

demned the targeted killing of
civilians in Jammu & Kashmir
and expressed concern about
the cross-border terrorism.

In a press briefing on
Thursday, the Ministry of
External Affairs said, “What’s
happening in Kashmir is
strongly condemnable.
Targeted killing of innocent
people. We are concerned

about cross-border terrorism.
We will raise it at every meet-
ing with all partners and make
efforts that the international
community should make in
this regard.”

Meanwhile, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah chaired a
high-level security meeting in
his office to review the situation
after a spate of targeted killing
in Kashmir.

Continued on Page 2
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The number of people show-
ing willingness for vacci-

nation is on the rise, a survey
conducted by the online com-
munity platform LocalCircles
has said. The survey said only
seven per cent of Indian adults
are currently hesitant to get
inoculated against Covid-19,
the lowest vaccine hesitancy
level in the country so far.

Meanwhile, the vaccination
drive in the country has been
progressing at a robust pace.
India has so far administered
92.63 crore doses of the Covid-
19 vaccine. As many as 6.93
crore doses are still available

with the States/UTs. As the vac-
cination drive picks up pace,
the total number of adminis-
tered doses is set to cross the
100-crore milestone in the next
few days.

According to Sachin
Taparia, the founder of
LocalCircles, they had received
12,810 responses from citizens
— 67 per cent men and 33 per
cent women — across 301 dis-
tricts. The survey sought to
understand from unvaccinated

citizens their reasons for not
taking the jab and their plan on
getting inoculated.

As many as 42 per cent of
the respondents were from
tier-1 cities, 27 per cent from
tier-2 and 31 per cent from tier-
3 and 4 cities and rural districts.

India has an adult popula-
tion of 94 crore, and approxi-
mately 68 crore have already
taken at least one dose of the
Covid-19 vaccine. The respons-
es suggest that overall 46 per
cent of the unvaccinated citi-
zens plan to take their first dose
soon, said Taparia. There were,
however, 27 per cent of citizens
who do not plan to take the
vaccine yet as they are not con-
vinced whether the currently
available ones provide enough
protection from the current
and future variants of coron-
avirus, he said.

Continued on Page 2
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday said his

Government aims to open at
least one medical college in
every district of the country. He
was speaking at a function
organised to dedicate 35 pres-
sure swing adsorption (PSA)
oxygen plants to 35 States at All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) Rishikesh
on Thursday.

These plants have been
established under the PM
CARES fund. He said that a few
years ago there was one AIIMS
in the country but now efforts
are being made to open one
AIIMS in every State.

He said that it is a great
blessing for him to visit the
Uttarakhand on the occasion of
the first day of Navratri festi-
val. The PM said that he took
the oath as the CM of Gujarat
on this very date 20 years ago

and noted that the 
beginning of this journey coin-
cided with the formation 
of Uttarakhand.

He expressed happiness
that from the land where life-
giving forces like Yoga and
Ayurveda gained strength,
today, oxygen plants are being
dedicated. Lauding the achieve-
ments of his Government dur-
ing the pandemic period, the
PM said that a network of
about 3,000 testing labs was
created from just one testing
lab before the pandemic. He
said that India has implement-
ed the world’s largest and fastest
vaccination campaign. 

He said earlier the country
used to produce 900 metric
tonnes of liquid medical 
oxygen a day but as the
demand increased, India
increased the production of
medical oxygen by more than
ten times. 

Continued on Page 2
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Putting an end to the vaccine
certification row, the UK on

Thursday announced that
Indians, fully vaccinated with
Covishield vaccine, will no
longer require to undergo quar-
antine on their arrival in Britain
from October 11. 

The announcement was
made by British High
Commissioner to India Alex
Ellis. “No quarantine for India
travellers to the UK fully vac-
cinated with Covishield or
another UK-approved vaccine
from 11 October. Thanks to the
Indian Government for close
cooperation over last month,”
he said.

In its latest travel guide-
lines, the UK said the “red list”
will reduce to seven countries
and “proof of vaccination will
be recognised from 37 new
countries and territories”. It
said the British Government
extended the inbound vacci-
nated arrivals system to a fur-
ther 37 countries and territories
across the globe including
India, South Africa and Turkey. 

Continued on Page 2
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India will have to wait for its
first woman world champion

in wrestling as teenager Anshu
Malik settled for a silver medal
after losing her 57kg final to
2016 Olympic champion Helen
Lousie Marouli here 
on Thursday.

Coming into the match
after becoming India’s first-ever
woman finalist at the World
Championship, the 19-year old
began in an aggressive fashion
with positive intent. She led 1-
0 at the breather but the bout
changed in dramatic fashion in
the second. Maroulis got Anshu
in her arm grip and pulled her
down to complete a take-down
move to take a 2-1 lead. 

Detailed report on P11
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The Supreme Court on
Thursday sought a status

report by Friday from the Uttar
Pradesh Government in
Lakhimpur Kheri violence and
whether anyone has been
arrested so far. 

Terming “unfortunate” the
killing of nine people, includ-
ing four farmers in Lakhimpur
Kheri incident, the apex court
also sought details of the
Special Investigation Team
(SIT) and the judicial enquiry
commission set up by the 
State Government.

The incident, which trig-
gered a major political storm
with the Opposition parties
accusing the BJP Government
in UP of shielding the culprits,
was heard by a bench headed
by Chief Justice NV Ramana as
a suo motu (on its own) case.  

“You yourself have pointed

out, it has also been reported
and it is in the letter petition,
which we have received, that
eight persons, some of them are
farmers and one is a journalist
and there are other persons also
who have been killed. These all
are unfortunate incidents in
which different persons 
have been murdered,” the 
bench said. 

“We need to know who are
the accused persons against
whom you have registered the
FIR and whether they have
been arrested or not. Please
explain this in your status
report,” it said and fixed the

case for hearing on Friday.
The bench, also comprising
justices Surya Kant and Hima
Kohli, started by saying,
“Grievance is that you are not
looking into it (incident) prop-
erly and the FIR is not regis-
tered properly,” 

Lawyer Garima Prasad,
appearing for the State
Government, also termed the
incident as unfortunate and
said an SIT and the judicial
commission of inquiry have
been set up by the Government
and she may provide the details
in the status report.  “I can get
details by tomorrow... The judi-
cial commission of inquiry is
being led by a former judge of
the Allahabad High Court
judge”, she said and sought a
copy of the letter whose cog-
nisance has been taken 
by the bench. 

“You also tell us about the
status of the PIL before the
Allahabad High Court in the
case...Tomorrow we are listing.
Get all the instructions,” the
bench observed orally.  

During the brief hearing,
the CJI referred to a message 
to the court.  

Continued on Page 2
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BJP president JP Nadda on
Thursday announced a re-

constituted 80-member
National Executive of the party,
dropping Maneka Gandhi,
Varun Gandhi, and
Subramanian Swamy.

The key decision-making
body has not held its meet in
the last two years. The next
National Executive meeting
will be held on November 
7 in Delhi.

Prime Minister Narendra

Modi and senior Union
Ministers, State leaders and
veterans like LK Advani and
Murli Manohar Joshi, 
are on the list.

Varun has been backing

agitating farmers’ demands
going against the party line on
the issue and had demanded
the arrest of those responsible
for running-over farmers in the
Lakhimpur violence in UP and
also went on to share a 
viral video.

Besides Maneka and
Varun, BJP president removed
former Union Minister
Chaudhary Birender Singh
who was also opposing the
three controversial Central
farm laws.

Continued on Page 2
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New Delhi: Part-time employ-
ees are not entitled to seek reg-
ularisation as they are not
working against any sanctioned
post, the Supreme Court said
on Thursday.

The apex court also said
the regularisation can be only
as per the regularisation poli-
cy declared by the
State/Government and nobody
can claim the regularisation as
a matter of right "dehors" (out-
side the scope of) the regular-
isation policy.

"Part-time employees are
not entitled to seek regularisa-
tion as they are not working
against any sanctioned post and
there cannot be any permanent
continuance of part-time tem-
porary employees as held.

"Part-time temporary

employees in a Government-
run institution cannot claim
parity in salary with regular
employees of the government
on the principle of equal pay for
equal work," a bench of Justices
M R Shah and A S Bopanna
said.

The top court was hearing
an appeal filed by the Centre
challenging an order of Punjab
and Haryana High Court
which had modified an order
passed by the Central
Administrative Tribunal.

The tribunal had directed
the Centre to re-examine the
whole issue, complete the exer-
cise to reformulate their regu-
larisation/absorption policy,
and take a decision to sanction
the posts in a phased 
manner. PTI
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The Income Tax (IT) department on
Thursday raided a group of middle-

men and certain individuals some of
whom are linked to Maharashtra’s deputy
chief minister Ajit Pawar and detected
transactions worth �1,050-crore during
the search operation.

The raids conducted on the unnamed
entities and individuals – that began on
September 23 and are continuing on 25
residential and 15 official premises. Also
being searched are permanent suites
booked in a five-star hotel in south
Mumbai. 

“The total transactions detected dur-
ing the search are to the tune of �1,050-
crore… So far, cash of over � 4.60 crore
and jewellery of �3.42 crore have been
seized. Four bank lockers have been put
under restraint during the operations,” IT
officials said.. 

Though the IT department did not
name any persons/entities, Deputy Chief
Minister Ajit Pawar confirmed on
Thursday that the tax sleuths had raided
premises linked to  him and his three sis-
ters in Pune and Kolhapur. 

Earlier in the day, the IT officials  raid-
ed Jarandeshwar Sugar Mills, Daund
Sugar Mills, Pushpadanteshwar Sugar

Mills, Ambalika Sugar Mills, and offices
or residences of Ajit Pawar’s three sisters
in Pune and Kolhapur.  

Confirming the raids, Pawar said the
ITD has raided a few firms connected
with him.  “I am not sure whether they
were conducted for political purposes or
for getting more information. We have
been all taxes promptly,” Pawar told
reporters.

Pawar, who is the nephew of NCP
President Sharad Pawar,   expressed
“pain” at the manner in which his sisters
were being “targeted” by the IT officials
and said that the motive behind the action
was still not clear.  

“My sisters have been raided, one in
Kolhapur and two in Pune… It they are
targeted because they are related to me,
then the people of the state must consider
the levels to which the central agencies are
being misused to target us,” Pawar
said.   

“Despite using encrypted modes of
communication and sanitising devices,
the IT recovered critical digital evidence
and also located a secret hideout from
where various incriminating evidences
were found. The liaisoners also used
'angadiy' (personal couriers) for transfer
of cash and �1.50-crore was seized from
one of the ‘angadiyas’,” IT officials said  

The documents recovered include a
summary of overall cash generated and
disbursed giving the particulars of the
amounts received and receivable, each
being more than � 200 crore. 

The money was generated mainly
through cash paid by bureaucrats for get-
ting key postings under a certain ministry,
amount paid by the contractors for get-
ting payments released, etc.  

“Major amount of cash collected has
been distributed to various persons,
including someone who is mentioned
under a code name,” IT officials said.

According to official sources, one of
the raided businessmen/middlemen has
amassed huge unaccounted income by
purchasing lands from farmers and trans-
ferring the same to government under-
takings or big corporates and many
senior bureaucrats, or their relatives and
other prominent people have invested in
these schemes. 

The official sources said that at one
of the offices raided, the sleuths found
date-wise transactions for a certain peri-
od of cash deposits of around � 27 crore
and cash payments of around �40 crore.
Similarly, the IT officials have recovered
evidences of cash payments of �23 crore
made to various persons, whose names are
prefixed with various code words.

Chennai: Tamil Nadu BJP unit
staged statewide  protests on
Thursday demanding that the
State Government remove
curbs on weekend worship at
temples, even as the DMK
assured that Chief Minister M
K Stalin will take steps to
ensure that they are open all
through the week once the
threat of the pandemic recedes.

At present, temples are
open for darshan 4 days a
week but closed for 3 days to
prevent the spread of
Coronavirus during the festival
season. 

"The decision has been
taken as per the Centre's advi-
sory. Devotees are not allowed
to enter temples on Friday,
Saturday and Sunday. However,
regular pujas are performed by
the priests during those days,"
State Hindu Religious and
Charitable Endowments
Minister P K Sekar Babu told
reporters here in response to a

question on the BJP's demand
to re-open the temples during
the week-end.

Taking potshots at the BJP's
agitation, the Minister said
that the party's decision to
agitate on a Thursday had cur-
tailed the darshan days to
three. "Hundreds of devotees
visit the Kalikambal temple
on Thursday. But they could

not visit the temple due to the
agitation in front of the shrine,"
he said and accused the BJP of
"blindly opposing" the gov-
ernment on the issue.

"They should understand
that restrictions were enforced
to prevent the loss of human
lives. They should be aware of
the seriousness of the issue,"
Babu further said. PTI
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Noida: Two men were arrested on
Thursday for allegedly abducting a
Dalit girl and raping her while
filming the act in Greater Noida,
police said here.

The accused had also given her
a poison, hurled casteist slurs at her
and threatened to kill her and cir-
culate the video on the internet if
she did not obey them, the police
added.

"An FIR in the case was lodged
at the Kasna police station on
September 28 on the basis of a com-
plaint given by her father.
Investigation was taken up in the
case immediately, and the accused,
who were on the run, were arrest-
ed," a police spokesperson 
said.

According to police officials, the
incident came to light after the girl's
parents realised she was pregnant.
"She then narrated the whole ordeal
to her parents, and her father
approached the police. The girl is
currently with her parents," Kasna
police station in-charge Sudhir
Kumar told PTI.
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New Delhi: Criticising the proposed
changes to the Forest (Conservation)
Act, 1980, CPI(M) leader Brinda Karat
on Thursday said it will end up priva-
tizing forests and forest resources.
Given the context of privatization of
infrastructure projects which require
forest land, the proposals will not only
facilitate takeover of forest land, but
make it cheaper and easier for corpo-
rates, intending to take the benefits of
privatization, said the CPI(M) leader in
a letter to Union Environment Minister
Bhupender Yadav. Karat's letter came
two days after the Ministry came out
with a consultation paper seeking com-
ments on a number of changes to the
Forest Act.

"This also includes mining compa-
nies with the mining sector being
opened up for takeover by domestic and
foreign companies. This is what under-
lies the points raised in the note, which
we oppose as they are more concerned
about protecting private interests and
projects rather than addressing envi-
ronment concerns," she said. The pro-
posals tend to dilute the rights of the

States to notify forests thereby further
centralizing authority in the Central
Government, she pointed out. Stating
that the "thrust of the Consultation Note
is to loosen definition of forests, pro-
tected forests, deemed forests etc, so as
to remove them from the conditions of
diversion to non-forestry purposes
without any reference as to how this will
affect tribal communities and forest
dwellers," Karat alleged that the note is
completely silent on "protection of the
rights granted by law to tribal commu-
nities and other traditional forest
dwellers." 

The proposal amounts to liberal-
ization of the present structure to per-
mit easier diversion of forest land for
non-forestry purposes without heed to
any regulation, she further said, adding,
"this will end up privatising forests and
forest resources." "I would request you
not to go ahead with these proposals as
they are nothing but liberalization to
favour private interests over the inter-
ests of tribal communities, traditional
forest dwellers and environmental con-
cerns," Karat urged Yadav. PNS
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From Page 1
Another BJP leader from UP

Vinay Katiyar who, earlier in time,
was associated with the Ram tem-
ple movement, has been left out
from the list of the BJP executive
members. Swamy, who had for
long, gone public with his no-
holds-barred criticism of the Modi
Government’s handling of county’s
economic and foreign policy  has
been removed from the BJP exec-
utive .

Many Union Ministers, includ-
ing Amit Shah, Rajnath Singh
Nitin Gadkari, Piyush Goyal, MA
Naqvi, Jyoiraditya Scindia and
recently inducted  IT Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw are part of the
top decision-making body.

Former Union Ministers like
Harsh Vardhan, Ravi Shankar

Prasad and Prakash Javadekar and
Santosh Gangwar who were
dropped from the Modi Cabinet
on July 8 reshuffle, have  retained
their  place on the national exec-
utive list.

The women members in the
list include Union Ministers
Nirmala Sitharaman, Smiriti Irani,
Meenakshi Lekhi, Sadhvi Niranjan
Jyoti, and Hema Malini and Rupa
Ganguly (both LS MPs).

Besides, former Karnataka
Chief Minister BS Yediyurappa,
BJP Yuva Morcha Chief and  Lok
Sabha MP Tejashwi Surya and
Swapandas Gupta (RS MP)  have
been nominated as executive mem-
bers.

Apart from 80 regular mem-
bers, the executive will also have 50
special invitees and 179 permanent
invitees. All BJP Chief Ministers,
Deputy CMs, national spokesper-

sons, office bearers, state president,
and legislature party leaders are in
the list.

Interestingly, the National
Executive body which takes all
important decisions relating to
the party has not met since January
2019 which is unprecedented.

BJP’s Constitution mandates
meeting of “National Executive and
State Executive - Once every three
months.”

The conditions created by the
Covid19 apart, BJP executive meet-
ing has been unduly delayed and
its significance considerably
reduced since the beginning of
2014  with Modi at the helm.

As against the pre-2014 phase
when the party used to be held its
National Council and National
Executive meetings across differ-
ent States, the BJP has now made
it all   Delhi-centric.

From Page 1
Meanwhile, a day after

Maharashtra Minority Affairs
Minister and NCP’s chief
spokesperson Nawab Malik
alleged that two private persons,
including a BJP worker, had
been hauling up suspects,
Aryan and Arbaaz Merchant,
Maharashtra Congress
spokesperson Sachin Sawant
charged that the NCB had
“flouted” the rules of  the NDPS
Act while conducting the raid
on a luxury ship on October 2,
and demanded action against
the agency officials.  

Sawant said while the
NCB’s own handbook stated
that any accused who has to be
shifted or handed over to
another officer after arrest, it
could have done only with the
written and signed consent of
a senior officer, he wanted to
know how did a “private per-
son” hand over the accused to
the NCB?  

“In the NCB raids on
October 2, the rules of the
NDPS Act have been blatantly
violated. How did a private per-
son who is a BJP activist hand
over the accused. The entire
raid and busting the so-called
rave party on the cruise ship are
suspicious,” Sawant said.  

Sawant accused the NCB
officers of suppressing the truth
by calling the BJP activists

Manish Bhanushali and Kiran
P Gosavi as “independent wit-
nesses”, when the Bhanushali -
who is linked to the BJP-- had
admitted he was merely an
“informer” of the agency.    “The
NCB Mumbai officers should
show the arrest details and the
documents. The two persons
(Bhanushali and Gosawi) who
handed over the two high-pro-
file suspects Aryan and his
friend Arbaaz are BJP activists,
who were compromising the
security of the accused. How
did they even click selfies with
them (accused) that day?,”
Sawant asked.  

Maintaining that “these
are extremely serious issues”,
Sawant asked  the NCB
Director-General and Maha
Vikas Aghadi Government to
order an immediate probe in
the matter. “As per the NDPS
Act, any officer found guilty of
violating the rule-book faces 10
years’ jail plus fine of at least Rs
100,000,” Sawant said.   

Meanwhile, Malik shared a
video that showed Gosavi and
Bhanushali entering the NCB’s
office the same night raids
were conducted on the Mumbai
cruise ship. Here’s the video of
Kiran P Gosavi and Manish
Bhanushali entering the NCB
office the same night the cruise
ship was raided,” Malik said,
while sharing the video on
twitter handle on 
Thursday.  

From Page 1
These 27 per cent are what can be clas-

sified as a hesitant population, he said. They
may take the vaccine if more data become
available or if different vaccines become
available, he said.

“If the entire adult population of India
is taken into consideration, the survey
shows that only 7 per cent of them are cur-
rently hesitant. If these percentages are
applied to the unvaccinated population of
26 crore adults, it amounts to 7 crore cit-
izens still hesitant to take the vaccine,”
Taparia said.

Safety concerns, quick clinical trials,
rushed vaccine approvals, side effects were
among apprehensions expressed by some
citizens for their hesitancy, according to the
survey report.Some respondents with a
medical condition also cited concerns of
potential blood-clotting. Some also cited
Covid going away as the reason for them
to not get vaccinated, the survey found.

According to the feedback received,
there are also certain other myths and mis-
information holding people from taking the
vaccine.When the vaccination drive began
in India in January, the vaccine hesitancy
stood at 60 per cent which drastically
reduced during the brutal second Covid
wave that hit India in April-May.

From Page 1
“We have received one

message when the hearing is
going on from one Amrti Pal
Singh Khalsa that the mother
of the deceased Lovepreet
Singh is in critical condition
due to shock of loss of her son.
She needs immediate medical
assistance. This says that the
court may direct the state of UP
to grant medical facilities to
her... 

“You (State lawyer) please,
immediately tell your State
Government so that it can take
care of the mother of the
deceased...Extend all medical
facilities. You can get her
admitted in the nearest
Government medical college,”
the bench observed. 

Earlier in the day, the top
court said it would like to hear
the two lawyers who had writ-
ten a letter seeking a high-level
judicial inquiry, also involving

the CBI, into the Lakhimpur
Kheri incident in which eight
people were killed in violence
during a farmers’ protest.  The
bench said the letter was to be
registered as a PIL and due to
some “miscommunication” it
was listed as the suo motu (on
its own) case.  

“Does not matter, we will
hear it nonetheless,” said the
bench, also comprising justices
Surya Kant and Hima Kohli. 

The bench asked the court
officials to intimate the two
lawyers  Shiv Kumar Tripathi
and C S Panda - to appear and
passed over the case.  “This let-
ter is addressed by two lawyers.
We directed the Registry to reg-
ister this as a PIL but due to
some miscommunication, it
was listed as a suo motu.. .
Inform both the lawyers who
wrote the letter to be present,”
the CJI said.  The matter was
again taken up and adjourned
to Friday after the oral direc-
tions to the State Government.

From Page 1
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From Page 1
National Security Adviser

(NSA) Ajit Doval, Union Home
Secretary Ajay Bhalla and
Intelligence Bureau (IB) chief
Arvind Kumar were among
those present in the meeting.

The 30-minute meeting was
also attended by Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF)
chief Kuldiep Singh and Border
Security Force (BSF) Director
General Pankaj
Singh.According to official
sources, “A group of staff mem-
bers were present inside the
office of the principal when
‘unidentified’ terrorists barged
inside and directed the duo to
step out of the office.  Soon after
they stepped out, the terrorists
pumped bullets from a close
range killing them on the spot. 

This is the second major
strike on non-locals in Srinagar.
Earlier on Tuesday, a Kashmiri
pandit pharmacist Makhan Lal
Bindroo, a street vendor from
Bhagalpur in Bihar, and a local
taxi union president were shot
dead in a span of less than 2
hours.

The deceased principal has
been identified as  Supinder
Kour, resident of Alochi Bagh
area of the city while the second
victim was teacher Deepak
Chand, a resident of Jammu.

Lieutenant Governor

Manoj Sinha strongly reacted to
the killing of two teachers.
Addressing a press conference
in Srinagar LG said, “A befitting
reply will be given to perpetra-
tors of the heinous terror attacks
on innocent people. Terrorists
and their patrons will not suc-
ceed in disturbing peace,
progress and prosperity of J&K”.

To another specific question
LG said, “We had no such spe-
cific inputs. Yes we take respon-
sibility for it.  This is part of a
well-thought-out conspiracy in
the backdrop of increasing
tourist influx and planned
industrial investment in
Kashmir.

Meanwhile, a series of
attacks on the members of the
minority community has creat-
ed a sense of insecurity among
the Kashmiri pandits and non-
locals working there in different
parts of Kashmir valley.

Soon after the news of the
targeted killing of school teach-
ers went viral on social media
platforms, the majority of
Kashmiri migrant Government
employees returned to safer
locations and went into huddle
to decide their future course of
action.

A senior Kashmiri pandit
schoolteacher told The Pioneer
over telephone, “We are ready to
return home. We are going to
pack our bags and come back to
Jammu. We are feeling insecure
in the wake of a series of tar-

geted killings of members
belonging to the minority com-
munity”. Meanwhile, the
Resistance Front (TRF) terror-
ist group has claimed responsi-
bility for the attack. Police were
also quoted as saying that the
TRF had killed the two teach-
ers.

DGP Dilbagh Singh who
along with senior police officials
visited the school premises told
reporters, “This is a conspiracy
to target the local ethos and val-
ues and defame local Kashmiri
Muslims. This is being done on
instructions from agencies in
Pakistan”.

Former Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah also con-
demned the attack on Twitter:
“Shocking news coming in
again from Srinagar. Another set
of targeted killings, this time of
two teachers in a Govt school in
Idgah area of the city. Words of
condemnation are not enough
for this inhuman act of terror
but I pray for the souls of the
deceased to rest in peace.”

The Jammu Kashmir
Peoples Democratic Party has
condemned the attack. “Terrible
news of killing of two teachers
in Srinagar coming to fore.
When will this dance of death
come to an end? Will the
administration stop trumpeting
the hollow slogans of ‘normal-
cy’ now. Deepest condolences
with the families,” the party
tweeted.

From Page 1
It meant eligible vaccinated passengers arriving

from the rest of the world countries only need to take
a "day two test in England".The announcement came
hours after India said it is hopeful of finding a solu-
tion to the vaccine certification row.Under the new
British rules that came into effect on October 4, fully
vaccinated Indians require to undergo 10-day quar-
antine as the UK have issues with India's Covid-19 vac-
cine certification.The UK initially refused to recognise
Covishield, manufactured by the Serum Institute of
India (SII). However, following India's strong criticism
of the decision, the UK on September 22 amended its
new guidelines and included the vaccine.The move did
not provide any relief from quarantine rules for Indian
travellers vaccinated with two doses of Covishield. In
a retaliatory move, India imposed reciprocal action
under which all British nationals arriving in India from
the UK needed to undergo a mandatory 10-day quar-
antine even if they are fully vaccinated.
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Two Delhi policemen saved
the life of an e-rickshaw

driver who attempted suicide
worrying over financial woes in
southeast Delhi's Jamia Nagar
on Thursday morning.

According to a senior
police official, after the victim's
mother spotted her son trying
to hang inside his room fol-
lowing which she informed
police, who reached the spot
within four minutes.

“Sub-Inspector Ramdas and
Head Constable Mahender
Singh rushed inside the woman's
house. They broke open the
room's door that was locked
from the inside and found the
man standing on a stool under

the ceiling fan with a scarf
wrapped around his neck and
the other end tied to the fan,”
said the senior police official.

“He was about to kick down
the stool but the policemen
managed to save him. One
policeman held his feet while the
other one unwrapped the scarf.
After bringing him down, the
policemen asked him why he was
taking such an extreme step,” said
the senior police official.

“The man told police that
his family is facing financial cri-
sis and his mother wanted to
sell his e-rickshaw to make
both ends meet. He was
depressed about how he would
survive if his vehicle gets sold
and attempted to end his life,”
the official added.
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Delhi Police arrested a 19-year-old IIT
student on Thursday for allegedly

stalking girl students and teachers of a
reputed school here and uploading their
morphed pictures on social media.
Police said that he harassed over 50 girl
students and teachers of a reputed
school in north Delhi.

The accused identified as Mahavir,
who hails from Patna, is pursuing B.Tech
from IIT-Kharagpur.

Police said that Mahavir used apps for
fake caller ID and virtual numbers on
WhatsApp to contact the victims. To hide
his identity, he also used a voice chang-
ing app. He posted morphed photos of the
victims on fake Instagram profiles created
by him in their names, the police said.

According to Sagar Singh Kalsi, the
Deputy Commissioner of Police (DCP),
North district, the matter came to light
after a complaint was received from the
school administration on Wednesday
regarding cyber stalking.

According to the complaint, the
accused stalked minor girls on social
media and sent them messages on
WhatsApp. “He called the teachers from
various international numbers and
harassed them. The IIT student joined the
WhatsApp groups created for online
classes and also entered the classes,” the
complaint stated adding that several
morphed photos of the school students
were circulated on social media platforms.

“A case was registered under section
354-D (stalking) of Indian Penal Code

(IPC) at
Civil Lines
police sta-
tion and the
d i s t r i c t ' s
cyber cell
unit was
roped in for
technical assistance and later relevant sec-
tions of the POCSO Act and IT Act were
added in the case,” said the DCP.

“As part of the investigation, the
police questioned the school students,
their parents and teachers. Police team
managed to identify 33 WhatsApp virtual
numbers, five Instagram profiles and sev-
eral calls made using fake caller ID apps
by the accused,” said the DCP.

“Police team then analysed details of IP
logs of WhatsApp, Instagram and fake mail
ID used for creating social media accounts
and identified the accused as Mahavir. He
was then traced to Patna in Bihar from
where he was arrested,” said the DCP.

“While analysing the mobile num-
bers, the police found out that the
accused had contacted one of the victims
three years ago and had been stalking and
harassing her since then,” said the DCP.

“He came in contact with one of the
students of the school and started con-
tacting her friends on Instagram and other
social media platforms. Since he had good
knowledge of apps, he used it to stalk and
harass minor girls,” said the DCP.

Several obscene videos and pho-
tographs were also found in the mobile
phone of the accused, the police said, adding
that his phone and laptop were seized.
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The Delhi Government on Thursday
imposed a fine of � 5 lakh on construction

company L & T for violating anti-dust norms.
Environment Minister Gopal Rai said pub-

lic and private agencies were made aware of the
meeting on September 14 and 17 and public
notices were also given on September 21 and 22.
Despite all this, the company violated rules.

Incidentally, Rai went on a surprise inspection
of a project site being operated under the banner
of L & T at Pragati Maidan after receiving com-
plaints. “After the inspection of the site, L&T was
found to be grossly violating the anti-dust norms
and was issued a show-cause notice with a penal-
ty of �5 lac. If L&T fails to comply with the norms
within 2 days, then it will have to pay a penalty of
�5 lac per day till it complies,” Rai said.

It may be noted, Delhi Government has
issued 14 norms to construction agencies to fol-
low rules at the construction site. These norms
and rules were designed aiming to combat with
dust pollution. “If the agencies don’t implement
them then they should be prepared for strict
action,” he added.

“We had got to know about the negligence
by L&T around the tunnel they are construct-
ing at Pragati Maidan. I visited the site myself
to take stock of the situation and found a gross
violation of the guidelines,” he said.

A show cause notice has been issued with
a penalty of Rs five lac. “If L&T fails to comply
with the norms within 2 days, then it will have
to pay a penalty of Rs. 5 lac per day till it com-
plies,” Rai said, “There’s dust lying all around.
The tarpaulin net has only been put up for show
either in parts or is completely torn apart. The
anti-smog gun doesn’t even have water in it.”
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People in the national Capital breathe
the "worst" air between November 1

and November 15 every year, an analy-
sis of data collated by the Delhi Pollution
Control Committee (DPCC) over the
last five years showed.

The Capital's average PM2.5 level
oscillates between “very poor” and
“severe” categories from October 16 to
February 15.

It records an average PM2.5 con-
centration of 285 micrograms per cubic
metre from November 1 to November
15.

PM2.5 level from 61 to 120 is con-
sidered “moderate to poor”, 121 to 250
is “very poor”, 251 to 350 is “severe” and
more than 350 is “severe plus”.

“A major increase in pollution lev-
els is seen from October 15 to November
1. The average PM2.5 level reach 285
micrograms per cubic meter from 80
micrograms per cubic metre,” an envi-

ronment department official said.
“All sources of pollution are active

during this period. It is the time when
stubble burning peaks. There is smoke
from firecrackers and dust pollution,” he
said.

December 16 to December 31 is the
second-most polluted period in Delhi.
The average PM2.5 concentration dur-
ing this period stands at 218 micrograms
per cubic metre.

The main reason for the high air
pollution level is waste burning because
this is the time when Delhi records its
lowest temperatures and festivals, the
official said.

The third-most polluted fortnight
stretches from January 1 to January 15.
The average PM2.5 concentration dur-
ing this period is 197 micrograms per
cubic metre.

“Based on the data, the government
will make interventions as part of the
winter action plan to curb pollution,” the
official said.
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Environment Minister of
Delhi, Gopal Rai on

Thursday launched a web por-
tal for self -monitoring of com-
pliance of dust control guidelines
at construction and demolition
sites in the national Capital.

Notably, Delhi
Government also launched an
anti-dust campaign and it will
continue till October 29.

“It is difficult to monitor all
construction sites manually and
we will try to bring all such sites
on this web portal,” Rai said.
“The project proponents have to
self-audit their compliance of
dust control norms and upload
a self-declaration on the portal
on a fortnightly basis. Starting
next week, the government will
train all state-run and private
agencies engaged in construc-
tion and demolition in this
regard, the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) minister added.

It is important to mention
here that the Centre's
Commission for Air Quality
Management had earlier asked
Delhi, Haryana, Rajasthan and
Uttar Pradesh to develop an
online mechanism for moni-
toring the compliance of dust
mitigation measures by project
proponents in the national
capital region.
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Soon, students of Delhi
Government will have the

exposure of smart learning
and sports activities as the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) is
developing ‘most advanced
Government school’ in
Mehram Nagar. The school
worth �39.73 crore will be
ready next year.

The school will have eight
modern labs, squash courts as
well as all facilities for indoor
sports activities.

Deputy Chief Minister and
Education Minister Manish
Sisodia laid the foundation
stone of this School of
Specialized Excellence in
Mehram Nagar on Thursday.

“A magnificent semi
Olympic size swimming pool
will also be developed in the
school. Along with 52 class-
rooms, 8 labs equipped with all
the modern technologies and
facilities will be set up in the
school. Modern facilities like
rain-water harvesting systems
would also be installed in the
school building,” Sisodia said.

According to Delhi
Government, the 52 classrooms

in this school will be equipped
with all modern facilities of
teaching. Smart classrooms
would be suitable for digital
learning and have all the facil-
ities to provide for the needs of
the children. The four-floor
school building will have 2 labs
on each floor. In this way, there
will be a total of 8 labs in the
school. All the labs will have the
latest modern facilities. Along
with studies, for the physical
development of children and to
encourage children’s interest in
sports, world class sports facil-
ities will be developed in the
school premises. Basketball
court, tennis court and volley-
ball court will be built on the
roof of the school, which will be
quite unique in itself.

A grand auditorium with a
seating capacity of 800 people
will also be constructed in the
school. A luxurious world-
class semi Olympic size swim-
ming pool will be built in the
school in which heating and
cooling facilities will be present.
The length of this swimming
pool is 25 meters and width is
12.5 meters to allow maxi-
mum children to practice
swimming at the same time.

New Delhi: The Delhi High
Court Thursday said there was
no reason to continue the case
on monitoring measures to
combat the spread of Covid-19
as much care has already been
taken by the Centre and State
Government on that front.

A Bench of Chief Justice D
N Patel and Justice Jyoti Singh,
hearing a public interest litigation
by lawyer Triveni Potekar, noted
that the Government has pro-
vided adequate healthcare facil-
ities and is presently providing
free vaccines to the public.

Central government coun-
sel Anil Soni said the petition,
filed in March 2020, was now
infructuous as adequate mea-
sures have already been taken by
the authorities against the virus.

The bench closed the pro-
ceedings on the petition and
granted liberty to the peti-
tioner to approach an appro-
priate forum again in case of
any difficulty.

“We see no reason to fur-
ther monitor the case. Liberty
is reserved with the petitioner
to file proper litigation in case
of difficulty,” the court said.

On March 11 last year, the
court had issued notice to the
Centre and Delhi government
on the PIL seeking proper and
adequate measures to combat
COVID-19. ���
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The Delhi High Court
Thursday sought Delhi

Government's response on a
petition alleging “unfortu-
nate state of affairs” at Lok
Nayak Jai Prakash Hospital
(LNJP) and said it needs to
“gear up”.

Justice Rekha Palli issued
notice on the petition by one
Ashish Pandey, who was admit-
ted to LNJP, and asked the
Delhi government to “set out
steps to improve the working of
the hospital”.

“Just because you come
on media, it doesn't mean it is
working. This is not the first
time that we are hearing it,” the
judge remarked as she
expressed her displeasure at the
alleged lapses.

“Some of this (allegations)
must be true. I don't want to
doubt him. He is not in the
business (of medicine). There
is no competition. There are
limitations but you need to gear
up,” she added.

Lawyer Astik Gupta, rep-
resenting the petitioner,
claimed that no COVID-19
test was conducted on his
client at the time of admission,
there were 2-3 patients on
each bed and three patients
were taken to the ultrasound
lab at a time.
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Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia on Thursday
slammed the Yogi Government over its decision of

setting up a single-man commission to investigate the
Lakhimpur Kheri incident saying it is just a formality.
"Setting up of a one-man commission is just a formal-
ity by the Uttar Pradesh Government to investigate the
case. Why is the accused still roaming free and not pun-
ished yet?" The accused is not still not punished because
he is the son of a BJP leader and Union Minister. "I ask
why those Ministers are still in the Cabinet," the Aam
Aadmi Party leader said.

Pertinently, the  Uttar Pradesh government has
appointed retired Allahabad High Court Judge Pradeep
Kumar Srivastava as a single-member Commission to
enquire about the entire incident of death of eight per-
sons in the Lakhimpur Kheri  distr ict  on 
October 3.

The Commission was asked to complete the enquiry
within a period of two months.

It may be noted, earlier, on Monday, Sisodia
demanded the resignation of the Union Minister of State
for Home Ajay Mishra Teni and immediate arrest of his
son. He also attacked Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanth-led government for "throwing" the atmos-
phere of the state into anarchy.

"The country has seen how the son of a Union
Minister of the BJP government has trampled farmers
with a car and killed them. Shamelessly, the Yogi gov-
ernment has made Uttar Pradesh a jungle raj and has
thrown it into an atmosphere of anarchy," he 
said.

"Our demand is that his son should be arrested
immediately and the minister should be removed from
his post," he added.

At least eight farmers were killed on Sunday in
Lakhimpur Kheri following violence that broke out after
a car hit protesting farmers.
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The nine-day Navratri celebrations
began in temples across Delhi on

Thursday with government-mandated
Covid-19 protocols in place.

Temple authorities said they have
made provisions for proper sanitisation of
the premises and to ensure social dis-
tancing among visitors.

“Our temple has lakhs of visitors dur-
ing Navratri, which is why we will be
allowing two thousand visitors at a time
to ensure proper social distancing.

“The devotees will be allowed to do
‘darshan' from outside the main temple
area. The exit and entry points have been
clearly demarcated and the visitors will be
expected to follow the designated route

within the temple,” said Surendra Nath,
the chief priest of the Kalkaji temple.

The Delhi government last week
allowed the reopening of religious places
in the city with strict adherence to
COVID-19 guidelines and standard oper-
ating procedures. At the Birla Mandir too,
celebrations are being held amidst strict
COVID-19 protocols.

“We have spoken to the police and all
kinds of government-instructed precau-
tions are being followed. Sanitisation facil-
ities will be available at the gate, and no
devotee will be allowed without a mask.

“Circles have been made within the
premises to ensure that people stand six
feet away from each other,” said Ram
Gopal Shukla, media-in-charge, Birla
Mandir.
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Despite an assurance of lift-
ing the construction and

demolition (C&D) waste by the
officials of the Municipal
Corporation of Gurugram
(MCG) the debris is yet to be
lifted from different locations
in Gurugram.

In an MCG house meeting
held on July 31, the councillors
had demanded that people are
facing huge problems due to
the piles of rubble lying at var-
ious places in Gurugram which
also cause major environmen-
tal pollution but the civic body
officials yet to take any action
on the matter after two months.

Now, the MCG house
meeting is to be held on
October 11 and the councillors
will again raise the matter over
the non-lifting of debris lying
in several places.

The councillors also
alleged that the officers are not
listening to them and are run-
ning their dictatorship in every
work. Even after ten days of the
sitting of the House, the debris
is not being lifted in the city.

Apart from this, to date, no
action has been taken against
IL&FS company the conces-
sionaire of C&D waste over
subletting the work. 

However, the MCG com-
missioner had ordered an inquiry
into the company, in which the
company was found guilty. 

Mayor Madhu Azad also
wrote a letter to the corporation
commissioner to take strict
action against the company.
After this, a show-cause notice
was also issued to the compa-
ny on behalf of the corporation. 

According to the corpora-
tion sources, the company has
also given the reply to the
show-cause notice to the cor-
poration last month, despite
this, no concrete action has
been taken by the MCG against
the company so far. 

In this regard, the
Municipal Councilor and the
Mayor can also take up this
matter and seek an answer
from the Corporation officials.

"In the previous MCG
house meeting, the officials had
agreed to lift the debris lying in
the open, but here the officials
in the corporation are doing dic-
tatorship, there is no hearing of
the councillors here. To date,
neither the lifting of debris has
started from the city nor any
action has been taken against
the company," Ashwani Sharma,
Councilor Ward-19 said.

There are heaps of rubble
at hundreds of places in the city,
which are not being taken care
of by the MCG. People are fac-
ing a lot of trouble due to these
piles of debris. At the same
time, an answer will be sought
from the corporation officials
regarding why no action has
been taken on the guilty com-
pany," said Ashwani Sharma,
Councillor Ward-23.
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The Crime Branch of Delhi
Police, investigating the

Rohini court shootout last
month, has arrested gangsters
Tillu Tajpuriya and Naveen
Balli in connection with the
incident.

A few days ago, the Crime
Branch had taken jailed gang-
ster Tillu Tajpuriya, one of the
prime conspirators, in its cus-
tody to grill him about the

killing of gangster Jitender
Gogi in a shootout inside a
courtroom in Delhi's Rohini
last month.

According to a senior police
official, after the interrogation
of Tajpuriya, the jailed gangster
Naveen Balli was also taken into
custody on Tuesday for two days
in connection with the incident.

According to police, Balli
was involved in the conspira-
cy to kill Gogi.

It was on his instructions

that one of his associates
Naveen Hooda had brought a
Nepali citizen to Rohini court
in a lawyer's dress armed with
weapons on the day of the inci-
dent to join Rahul and Jagga,
the other assailants.

Both Tajpuriya and Bali
were lodged in jail number 15
of Mandoli prison. Jailed gang-
ster Sunil Rathee is also sus-
pected to have played a role and
is under the scanner. A pre-
liminary investigation into the

case had revealed that the
instruction to kill Gogi was
given on phone by Tajpuriya.

Tajpuriya was in touch with
his associates over VoIP call
directing them on how to exe-
cute the plan, police had said.

The Special Cell of the Delhi
Police had also arrested Umang
Yadav and Vinay from a flat in
northwest Delhi's Haiderpur
area in connection with the
shootout and their custody was
later handed over to the Crime

Branch which is probing the
case, police officials had said.

Two assailants shot dead
Jitender Gogi inside the Rohini
court on September 24. Both
then were killed in retaliatory
firing by the police.

The Gogi and Tillu gangs
are reportedly at war for years
and their rivalry has claimed
dozens of lives. To attain
supremacy, these two gangs
have formed alliances with
other inter-state gangsters.
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In a major step to ensure gen-
der parity, the Supreme

Court on Thursday allowed girl
candidates to appear for the
entrance examination to the
prestigious Rashtriya Indian
Military College (RIMC),
Dehradun in December. The
Government had some weeks
ago allowed entry of women
cadets to the elite National
Defence Academy following
the apex court’s directive.

Girls can now appear for
the RIMC entrance examina-
tion for the first time since the
institution was set up in 1922
to train boys for a career in the
armed forces.  Similarly,
women cadets will join the
NDA for the first time since
the tri-service institute was
established in 1954.

As regards the RIMC, the
apex court said girls can
appear for the examination on
December 18 and added the
Centre has walked a mile and
should walk a step ahead.

A bench headed by Justice
S K Kaul directed the Centre
to issue necessary modified
advertisement in this regard
within two days without
changing the schedule.

“We put to the Additional
Solicitor General that the
respondent has walked a mile

and should walk a step ahead.
We do believe that six months
is more than enough for a dis-
ciplined organisation like the
respondent to arrange their
affairs.

However, with regard to
the Rashtriya Militar y
Schools, the process will
begin with the academic ses-
sion 2022-2023. They are at
Chail (Himachal Pradesh),
Ajmer (Rajasthan), Belgaum
(Karnataka),  Bengaluru
(Karnataka) and Dholpur
(Rajasthan).

The top court perused
the affidavit filed on behalf of
the Union of India in pur-
suance of its order dated
September 22, 2021 and said,
“Dehors the niceties, the fact
is that all boys schools were
going to turn into co-educa-
tion institutions, is some-
thing the respondent has
accepted.”

It will have its own ram-

ifications in terms of infra-
structure and personal
requirements, the court said.
“The one caveat we have is
that what is being proposed is
that the entrance examination
scheduled in June, 2022 will
be permitted to be taken by
the girls resulting in their
entry in January 2023 and
periodically the strength
would increase with a sched-
ule given up to January, 2028,”
the bench said. It also said the
manner and how it has to be
implemented, “we leave to the
respondent”. The matter is
now listed for next hearing on
January 18, 2022.

At the outset, Additional
Solicitor General(ASG)
Aishwarya Bhati informed
the bench comprising Justice
M M Sundresh that prepara-
tions for the December 18,
2021 examination were
already at an advanced stage.

Bhati sought the nod

from the bench to allow entry
of girls into the RIMC and
Rashtriya Military School for
the year beginning from
January 2023 and not June
2022.

The bench, however,
refused to accept the submis-
sion and said six months time
was more than enough for
preparations to be made for
the induction of girls for the
June 2022 session.

“You are effectively post-
poning everything, why do
you want to postpone for a
year? You wil l  have six
months”, the bench said.

The ASG told the bench
that October 30, 2021 is the
last date for submission of
applications and the exami-
nation is  scheduled for
December 18, 2021. The apex
court, however, said “we are
not saying that there are no
difficulties”.

The top court had earlier
directed the Centre to file an
affidavit within two weeks on
the issue of induction of girls
to RIMC in Dehradun saying
the issue cannot be delayed
further.

The apex court was hear-
ing a plea filed by advocate
Kailas Udhavrao More who
has raised the issue of entry of
girls to the RIMC Dehradun.

Earlier in July, the apex
court had said as far as RIMC
is concerned, it is stated that
it is a 99-year-old institution
which will complete 100 years
next year. “The question is
whether it completes its 100
years with gender neutrality
or not!” the top court had
said.
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As India witnessed an
increase in Covid-19 cases

and deaths on the first day of
nine-day long festival of
Navratri on Thursday—the
country reported more than
20,000 cases and 300 deaths—
the Union Health Ministry
warned people of the threat of
Covid resurgence during festi-
vals and wedding season and
said that we need to be watch-
ful in the month of October,
November and December.
India added 22,431 new cases
and 318 deaths on Thursday.
On Wednesday, the country
had reported 18,833 cases and
278 deaths.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here, Union Health Joint
Secretary Lav Agarwal warned
that the challenge of Covid has
not ended yet adding that con-
tinuous efforts have to be
made. “On an average, 20,000
Covid cases have been record-
ed daily. Of these 56% cases
were reported from Kerala last
week,” the official said.

“We need to be watchful of
the months of October,
November & December. We
need to be alert. Avoid crowd-
ed places, unnecessary travel;
stay home, celebrate festivals
virtually, explore online shop-
ping,” he added.

As the festival season
approaches, the Government
had earlier cautioned against a
spike in coronavirus infections

and stressed that the call of the
hour is vaccine acceptance,
maintenance of Covid-19-
appropriate behaviour, respon-
sible travel and responsible
festivities.

With 22,431 people testing
positive for coronavirus infec-
tion in a day, India’s total tally
of Covid-19 cases rose to
3,38,94,312, while the active
cases declined to 2,44,198, the
lowest in 204 days. The daily
rise in new coronavirus infec-
tions has been below 30,000 for
13 straight days.

“28 districts across 12
States, UTs reporting weekly
positivity rates between 5 and
10 per cent. 34 districts across
nine states and UTs report a
weekly positivity rate of more
than 10 per cent,” he said.

Some districts in
Arunachal, Assam, Himachal
reported high positivity.
Situation has improved nation-
ally, but there are pockets of
worries. 5 States are still report-
ing over 5% positivity, Agarwal
added.

In the meantime, a four-
member central team has
assessed the Covid-19 situation
in Mizoram amid a worrying
surge in infections in the north-
eastern state. Mizoram crossed
one lakh Covid cases yesterday
with 1,471 people testing pos-
itive for the virus. Further,
Mizoram’s low recovery rate of
84.40 per cent against the
national average of 97.94 per
cent is worrying, said the offi-
cial.
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Those who have survived
Covid-19 should take

enough measures to protect
their heart! For, the heart
damage from Covid-19
extends well beyond the dis-
ease’s initial stages, according
to a study that found even
people who were never sick
enough to need hospitalisation
are in danger of developing
heart failure and deadly blood
clots a year later.

Covid patients who need-
ed intensive care are at signif-
icantly greater risk, with
almost one in seven suffering
a major adverse cardiac event
that they wouldn’t have oth-
erwise had within a year.

Heart disease and stroke
are already the leading causes
of death worldwide. The
increased likelihood of lethal
heart complications in Covid
survivors -- who number in
the hundreds of millions glob-
ally -- will add to its devasta-
tion, according to the study,
which is under consideration
for publication by a Nature
journal.

“The aftereffects of
Covid-19 are substantial,”
said Ziyad Al-Aly, director of
the clinical epidemiology
center at the Veterans Affairs
St. Louis Health Care System
in Missouri, who led the
research. “Governments and
health systems must wake
up to the reality that Covid
will cast a tall shadow in the
form of long Covid, and have
devastating consequences. I
am concerned that we are not
taking this seriously enough.”

The chances of a heart
attack, stroke, or other major
cardiovascular event in the
first 12 months of Covid
recovery increase with the
severity of the initial illness,
the researchers found. They
compared the risks of heart
complications in 151,195 vet-

erans who survived Covid to
the risk in more than 3.6 mil-
lion of their peers who did-
n’t contract the pandemic
disease.

The data were collected
from the largest integrated
health-care system in the
U.S. Most of its users are
white and male, which may
limit how generalizable the
study’s findings are to other
groups, the authors said.

They found non-hospi-
talized Covid patients had a
39% increased risk of devel-
oping heart failure and a 2.2-
fold increased risk of a poten-
tially deadly blood clot,
known as a pulmonar y
embolism, in the following
year, compared with someone
who didn’t develop the dis-
ease. That works out to an
extra 5.8 cases of heart-fail-
ure and 2.8 cases of pul-
monary embolism for every
1,000 Covid patients who
were never hospitalized.

Being hospitalized for
Covid is associated with a
5.8-fold increased risk of car-
diac arrest and almost a 14-
fold greater chance of
myocarditis, or inflamma-
tion or the heart muscle, the
study found. Researchers are
still trying to unravel the
causes of heart damage in
Covid patients. Possible
mechanisms include linger-
ing damage from direct viral
invasion of heart-muscle cells
and the cells that line blood
vessels, blood clots and aber-
rant and persistent inflam-
mation, the authors said.

The  findings from nat-
ural disasters and previous
pandemics suggest indirect
effects of Covid-19, including
social isolation, financial dis-
tress, changes in dietary
habits and physical activity, as
well as trauma and grief,
may also influence the risks
for cardiovascular disease,
they said.
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In the backdrop of killing of
civilians, including Kashmiri

Pandits, in Jammu & Kashmir,
Union Minister for Minority
Affairs Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi on
Thursday said terrorists  will not
be allowed to succeed in their
nefarious designs to hijack the
atmosphere of peace and pros-
perity in the State through vio-
lence.

Naqvi who is currently vis-
iting the Kashmir valley said
that perpetrators of killings of
innocent people will be elimi-
nated.

Naqvi said that the
“Dynastic Politics” had deliber-
ately deprived the people of
Jammu-Kashmir of mainstream
development process and their
Constitutional rights by using

the Article 370 as their security
cover.

He said that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi led Government
has made Jammu-Kashmir free
from “Corruption of Clan”.
Jammu, Kashmir, Ladakh have
been moving forward on the
path of inclusive development by
demolishing the “web of
dynasty”. After several decades,
people of Jammu, Kashmir,
Ladakh have become an equal
partner of transparent democ-
ratic and development process.

The Minister said that after
abolition of the Article 370;
rights of the people of Jammu-
Kashmir and Leh-Kargil regard-
ing trade, agriculture, employ-
ment, culture, land and proper-
ty etc have been provided
absolute Constitutional protec-
tion and safe-guard.
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The f if th Annual
Coordination meeting

between Director General,
Sashastra Seema Bal, India
and Inspector General,
Armed Police Force, Nepal
concluded here on Thursday.

The meeting was held
between October 4 and7,
2021 and the Indian delega-
tion was led by Kumar Rajesh
Chandra, Director General,
Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB)
and included officers from
SSB, Union Home Ministry
External Affairs Ministry.

The Nepal delegation was
led by Shailendra Khanal,
Inspector General of APF
and included officers from
APF and Home and Foreign
Ministries of Nepal.

The meeting deliberated
on the security scenario on
the Indo-Nepal border and
decided to take further mea-
sures for enhancing coordi-
nat ion and cooperat ion
between the two Border
Guarding Forces, the SSB
said in a statement, adding
the meeting was held in a
very cordial and positive
atmosphere.

The meeting agreed on
conduct of regular joint
patrolling along the Indo-
Nepal border with a focus on
controll ing trans-border
crimes, smuggling of arms,
human trafficking and other
areas of concern.

The Help Desks estab-
lished by both APF and SSB
at major transit points of the
Indo-Nepal  border  
would cont inue to 
facilitate movement of citi-
zens of both countries espe-
cially during the festival sea-
son. 

In addition, the meeting
also concurred to augment
mutual exchange of training
and exposure visits, it further
said.

The next Coordination
meeting will be held in Nepal
next year.
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Mineral dust, biomass
burning, secondary sul-

fate, secondary nitrate from
northwest India and Pakistan,
polluted cities like Delhi, the
Thar Desert, and the Arabian
Sea area besides the long-range
transported marine mixed
aerosols are the main sources
of aerosols in the central
Himalayan region, according to
a Government study.

“This dust transport and
forest fires are the main sources
of total suspended particles
(TSP), particularly in pre-mon-
soon period (March-May)
when TSP concentration peaks
in the region,” the study was
carried out by the researchers
at the Aryabhatta Research
Institute of Observational
Sciences (ARIES), an institute

under the Union Science and
Technology Ministry along
with Indian and foreign col-
laborators.

The study on source appor-
tionment of atmospheric pol-
lution, which elucidates the
atmospheric chemistry, emis-
sion source origins, and trans-
port pathways of aerosol over
the central Himalayan region,
will help in the assessment of
contributions and temporal
variability of sources that influ-
ence the area through region-
al transport as well as climate
impacts assessment.

Himalayan region, which
has a unique role in the Asian
climate, is considered a vul-
nerable environment.

“Several chemical specia-
tion studies have been per-
formed for carbonaceous
aerosols and inorganic species

over the western and central
Himalayan regions during the
last decade, reporting the dom-
inance of transported aerosol
plumes from the Indo-
Gangetic Plains,” the study
said.

It revealed the predomi-
nance of mineral dust in spring
and summer and biomass
burning and secondary sulfate
in winter.
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has arrest-

ed Bipin Kumar on money
laundering charges in the Srijan
Mahila Vikas Sahyog Samiti
Limited (SMVSSL) case, also
referred to as Srijan scam of
Bihar, pegged at over Rs 500
crore.

Kumar is one of the main
accused in the Srijan scam,
wherein Government funds
were diverted to various bank
accounts of SMVSSL.

“Bipin Kumar was a close
associate of Late Manorama
Devi, founder of SMVSSL. He
along with various govern-
ment officials, bank officials,
private persons and other
members conspired to divert
the government funds into the
accounts of Srijan and the said
account was used for the ben-
efit of all the conspirators, the
ED said in a statement.

SMVSSL opened various
bank accounts in Bank of
Baroda, Indian Bank and
Bhagalpur Co-operative Bank
with the help of bank officials.
Further in conspiracy with the
government officials, the funds
lying in the District Land
Acquisition Office, Indira
Aawas Yojana and District
Welfare Scheme among others
were transferred to Srijan’s
account, it said.

In furtherance of the con-
spiracy, the funds from Srijan
were mis-utilised for purchase
of flats and other immovable
properties in Ghaziabad, Pune,
Patna and Bhagalpur.  

The ED had initiated a
money laundering investiga-
tion on the basis of an FIR reg-
istered by the CBI here.

The ED probe revealed
that Kumar had acquired mov-
able and immovable properties
out of the proceeds of crime.
As a result of initial investiga-
tion, two Provisional
Attachment Orders were
issued attaching assets worth
�18.45 crore including 32 flats,
18 shops, 38 plots/house, 47
bank accounts and two vehi-
cles.

During the entire investi-
gation under Prevention of
Money Laundering Act, Bipin
Kumar has been non-cooper-
ative and did not comply with
the summons issued by the
agency, it said.
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Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Thursday

reviewed the security situation
with National  Security
Advisor Ajit Doval, Union
Home Secretary Ajay Bhalla,
Intelligence Bureau Chief
Arvind Kumar and Director
Generals of the CRPF and BSF
and discussed the current sit-
uation prevailing in the coun-
try.

The officials in the Home

Ministry said that this was a
routine meeting which has
been held on a regular inter-
val but it was learnt that the
ongoing security situation in
Kashmir was also discussed in
the backdrop of ‘lone wolf
attack’ on the individuals in
the Valley.

The sources in the secu-
rity set up also said that dur-
ing the meeting, the infiltra-
tion bid from the Pak-occu-
pied Kashmir (PoK) at the
behest of Pakistan was also
discussed.
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Four days after winning the
by-elections by a record

margin of 58,832 votes Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Thursday was
sworn in as a regular Member
of the Bengal Legislative
Assembly by Governor Jagdeep
Dhankhar.

The Chief Minister was
earlier defeated from
Nandigram seat by State
Opposition Leader and BJP
candidate Suvendu Adhikari
and was in need to get elected
to the State Assembly within six
months.

Apart from the Chief
Minister two other Trinamool
Congress candidates Jakir
Hossain and Anirul Islam also
took oath on Thursday. While
Hossain won from Jangipur
seat Islam won from
Shamshergang. Both the seats
are in Murshidabad hitherto
known as a strong bastion of
the Congress and the Left.

By-elections to the remain-
ing four seats of Shantipur

Assembly seat in Nadia district,
Khardaha seat in North 24
Pargagas district, Gosaba in
South 24 Parganas district and
Dinhata in Cooch Behar dis-
trict would be held on October
30.

The Congress on Thursday
made it clear that it would con-
test only from Shantipur
Assembly seat leaving
Khardaha, Dinhata and Gosaba
to the Left.

The BJP on Thursday also
announced candidates for the

four seats — Joy Saha from
Khardah; Niranjan Biswas
from Santipur; Ashoke Mondal
from Dinhata; and Palash Rana
from Gosaba.

The Chief Minister had on
Sunday announced the names

of the TMC candidates from
the four seats. While State
minister Sovandeb
Chattopadhyay will contest
from Khardah; Braja Kishore
Goswami will fight from
Santipur. Udayan Guha who

was defeated by Union Minister
Nisith Pramanik by a few votes
--- before preferring to retain
his parliamentary seat --- will
contest from Dinhata. TMC’s
Subrata Mandal has been field-
ed from Gosaba.
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Bengal BJP continued to suf-
fer organizationally with

more leaders continuing to
quit the party --- senior saffron
leader and former MLA
Sabyasachi Dutta being the
latest of the lot.

Dutta, a former Mayor of
R a j a r h a t - B i d h a n n a g a r
Corporation on Thursday
returned to the Trinamool
Congress. A protégé of senior
TMC leader Mukul Roy ---
who left the BJP to return to his
earlier outfit in May --- Dutta
had joined the BJP just before

the April-May Assembly elec-
tions but was defeated from the
Rajarhat-Bidhannagar seat.

Dutta’s departure from the
BJP comes after the party lost
four MLAs and senior leaders
like Mukul Roy and Babul
Supriyo and three other MLAs.

Soon after joining the
TMC Dutta said “it feels good
that I have been able to return
to my old home which I had
left because of some misun-
derstanding … but finally I had
to return and I have return and
once again resume my work as
a soldier of Mamata Banerjee.”

Dutta had earlier criticized
the BJP for the Lakhimpur

Kheri incident.
Apart from Dutta there

were talks of increasing cama-
raderie between BJP MLA
from Cooch Behar Mihir
Goswami and the TMC lead-
ership. Cooch Behar district
TMC president on Wednesday
visited Goswami’s house and
held “family discussions”   for
more than an hour. While
there was no comment from
Goswami on the development
the TMC leader said “we are
good family friends and it was
a family discussion … I had not
visited his house for quite a
long time … so I came and met
him.”

��������������� ������	��

Lucknow: Congress general sec-
retary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
on Thursday demanded a probe
by a sitting judge of the Supreme
Court or a High Court into the
Lakhimpur Kheri violence and
said Union Minister Ajay Kumar
Mishra, whose son is among
those booked, should resign to
ensure an impartial probe.

Priyanka Gandhi, who had
on Wednesday met the families
of three of the eight people
killed in the violence, told
reporters here, "In my view
and that of the victims' families
as well, the case should be
probed by a sitting Supreme

Court or high court
judge, and not the
retired judge."

The Uttar
Pradesh Government
has constituted a one-
member commission
of retired high court judge
Pradeep Kumar Srivastava to
probe the violence during a
farmers' protest rally that
claimed eight lives on  Sunday.

Before leaving for Bahraich,
Priyanka Gandhi said, "I don't
want to comment on the probe
as it has not started yet. But I can
say that for unbiased probe, the
minister should resign as he has

the Home portfolio
and all this comes
under him."

The Congress
leader said the families
of the victims she had
met told her that they

were not interested in the com-
pensation announced by the
Government, but "want justice".

The Minister should be
"sacked" and those involved in
the act should be arrested.
"All the police force was
deployed to stop us and it sur-
rounded victims' families so that
no one could reach there to
meet them.  PTI

L u c k n o w / L a k h i m p u r :
Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh
Yadav on Thursday said Union
Minister of State for Home Ajay
Mishra's son has not yet been
arrested in the Lakhimpur
Kheri violence case even
though evidence pointed to his
role in the incident.

"As fingers are raised
towards MoS (Ajay Mishra) in
the BJP Government, the
accused in Lakhimpur case
are not yet sent to jail," Yadav
said while speaking to reporters
at his residence in Lucknow
before heading to Lakhimpur

to meet the aggrieved families.
"Those named in the FIR

should go to jail. Government
should take immediate action
and the matter should be
probed by a sitting judge of the
High Court. There are videos
clips, statements of eyewit-
nesses, the statement (of min-
ister) in which he is threaten-
ing. As he (accused Ashish
Mishra) is the son of the MoS,
action has note been taken yet,"
he said.

"Do you think farmers can
get justice till he (father of
accused) is MoS?" he asked. 

KOCHI: Kerala on Wednesday
logged 12,288 new Covid-19
patients out of 99,312 samples
tested during the last 24 hours.
The 141 deaths registered on
Wednesday took the fatalities till
date in the State to 25, 952,
according to a release by Health
Minister Veena George. The
minister said Test Positivity Rate
in Kerala was 12.3 per cent as on
Wednesday . 
“The death rate in Kerala con-
tinues to be alarming though the
instances of Covid-19 has come
down. This is a matter of con-
cern,” said a senior office bear-
er of Indian Medical
Association. Schools and col-
leges are being opened in phas-
es across the State. Education
Minister Sivankutty told
reporters on Wednesday that all
schools in the State would func-
tion for six days a week.  

Over crowded buses and
mini-vans in towns and rural
areas are matters of concern as
passengers do not wear face-
masks and openly violate the
norms prescribed by the
Department of Health.  PNS
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The concept of Mega Integrated Textile
Region and Apparel Park (MITRA)

announced by the Union Government with an
outlay of �4,445 crore has fired up the enthu-
siasm among the business community and pop-
ulation in South West Tamil Nadu.

The mission envisages setting up of seven
world class textile and apparel parks across the
country with liberal financial incentives like �500
crore to each Greenfield Park while each
Brownfield Park would get �200 crore. Each
park, which is in the form of textile township,
would offer 1,00,000 direct employment and
2,00,000 indirect employment, said  a release
issued by the Union Ministry of textiles.

These textile parks encompass the Five F for-
mula specified by the Union Government as
mandatory requirement: Farm to Fibre to
Factory to Foreign (export). “This is a dream
project because the world-class industrial infra-
structure would attract cutting age technology
and boost Foreign Direct Investment and local
investment in the sector,” said Raja M
Shanmugham, chairman, Tirupur Exporters
Association.

The MITRA concept would result in an inte-
grated textile value chain right from spinning,
weaving, processing/dyeing and printing to gar-
ment manufacturing at 1 location, said
Shanmugham.

Each Park would have minimum 1,000 acres

of land with Core Infrastructure that include
Incubation Centre & Plug & Play facility,
Developed Factory Sites, Roads, Power, Water
and Waste Water system, Common Processing
House & Common Effluent Treatment Plants
and other related facilities like Design and
Testing Centres.

Tirupur, Coimbatore and other regions in
south west Tamil Nadu which are crying for
development would be the ideal location to set
up these parks,” said C P Radhakrishnan, two-
time MP from Coimbatore who knows the pulse
of textile manufacturing business like the back
of his hand. “Chennai and surrounding areas are
all overcrowded with industries and people.
South West Tamil Nadu has Tirupur, a hub of
India’s knitwear manufacturing and the concept
suits the region,” Radhakrishnan told The
Pioneer.

Raja M. Shanmugham said the concept
Parks would enhance the competitiveness of the
textiles industry, by helping it in achieving
economies of scale and will create huge job
opportunities for millions of people.

KOCHI: Vallillath Madathil
Madhavan Nair, popularly
known as Ambassador VMM
Nair, India’s oldest surviving
diplomat, breathed his last late
Tuesday night. He was 102  and
was suffering from age related
issues.

Ambassador Nair, born on
October 8, 1919 and joined the
elite Indian Civil Service in
1942. As a diplomat, he held var-
ious interesting positions in
many countries 
representing India and had
exciting and unforgettable expe-
riences. 

He was in Alexandria as
India’s Charge’ d’ affaires when
the then monarch King Farouk
was overthrown in a coup d’état
by Mohammed Naguib and
Gamal Abdel Nasser in 1952.
“Naguib was overthrown by
Naasser himself and put under
house arrest for decades.

The King escaped to Italy
by his personal yacht!,” Nair
wrote in his memoirs.

When he was assigned to
Cambodia as India’s
Ambassador, Nair had to sail
through Mekong River from
Singapore to Phnom Penh by a
Dutch cargo ship as the then
Government of India had pre-
scribed that the diplomats serv-
ing in that part of the world
should travel only by surface
route. PNS
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New Delhi: Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla Thursday asserted
that no country should raise in
its parliament issues related to
the internal affairs of other
countries. Birla, who is leading
an Indian parliamentary dele-
gation to G20 Parliamentary
Speakers' Summit in Rome,
held a bilateral meeting
Thursday with Lindsay Hoyle,
the speaker of the United
Kingdom House of
Commons. 

According to a Lok Sabha
Secretariat statement, Birla
said on the occasion that
every country has its own sov-
ereignty which other countries
should respect. N o
country should raise the inter-
nal affairs of other countries
in its Parliament unless those
matters affect the interests of
that country, it said, quoting
Birla. Both leaders agreed
that the members of their
Parliaments must exchange
views through parliamentary

diplomacy and try to find out
how democratic institutions can
be strengthened in the interest
of people. Speaker Birla's
remarks came against the back-
drop of some British MPs rais-
ing the issue of farmers' protest
against three agri laws enacted
last year.  PTI
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The Congress-led UDF
opposition on Thursday

demanded a comprehensive
programme, involving inter-
national experts, to end the
increasing incidents of man-
animal conflict in forest fringe
areas of Kerala and protect the
lives and livelihood of people. 

They urged the Left
Government to increase the
compensation amount for
those who die or are injured in
the wildlife attack and to imple-
ment a special insurance
scheme for those living in the
fringe areas. 

The Government has the
responsibility to protect not just
wildlife but also human beings,
they said while raising the
issue during the zero hour
demanding a discussion stop-
ping other House proceedings.
Congress legislator Sunny
Joseph, who sought a notice for
the motion, said a serious sit-
uation was prevailing in many
parts of the State as several peo-
ple had been killed and injured
and crops damaged widely due
to the attack of wild animals
which strayed into human set-
tlements. 

Leader of opposition in
the state Assembly V D
Satheesan drew the
Government's attention on the
need to evolve a comprehensive
programme to check the
wildlife menace on a time-
bound manner without losing
any more lives.
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More than seven and a half
months after her husband

and seven-time MP Mohan
Delkar committing suicide in a
Mumbai hotel room, the widow
of late MP from the Union
Territory of Dadra & Nagar
Haveli Kalaben M. Delkar joined
the ruling Shiv Sena along with
her son Abhinav and hundreds
of supporters here on Thursday.  

Chief Minister and Shiv
Sena president Uddhav
Thackeray welcomed them into
the party-fold by tying the cus-
tomary ‘Shiv Bandhan’ on their
wrists.  Talking to media persons
after the Kalaben Delkar’s entry
to his party, Shiv Sena MP and
spokesperson Sanjay Raut
announced that she (Kalaben)
wouldbe the Sena’s candidate for
the forthcoming Lok Sabha by-
polls necessitated by the death of
her husband. Thursday’s devel-
opment comes as a setback to
the BJP in the Union Territory
of Dadra & Nagar Haveli, as
Delkar had represented the
party before winning the Lok
Sabha seat as an independent.

It may be recalled that 58-
year-old Delkar was found hang-
ing in a hotel along Marine
Drive in south Mumbai on
February 22 this year.  Fifty-
eight-year-old Delkar is sus-
pected to have committed sui-
cide by hanging himself. The
police had recovered a 16-page
suicide note from the hotel

room where Delkar’s body was
found.

On February 24,  the ruling
Congress – which is one of the
three constituents in the MVA
government in Maharashtra had
turned the needle of suspicion
towards Administrator of the
Union Territory (UT) of Dadra,
Nagar Haveli and Daman & Diu
and former BJP MLA Praful
Patel who, it alleged, was among
the UT officials that harassed
Delkar leading the latter ending
his life. 

In a video-conference held
with Maharashtra Home
Minister Anil Deshmukh, State
Congress general secretary
Sachin Sawant and party’s
spokesperson Dr Raju Wagmare
alluded to a video clip released
by late Delkar in mid-2020 and
the suicide note left by the lat-
ter and rooted for thorough
investigations into the circum-
stances leading to the suicide by
the sitting MP.

“The tragic end of Mr
Delkar needs to be investigated.
He has left a 16-page suicide
note in which he has men-
tioned the names of all the offi-
cials who harassed him. It is
being discussed among people
that he has mentioned the name
of Praful Patel, who is current-
ly working as the Administrator
of Dadra, Nagar Haveli and
Daman & Diu since 2016,”
Sawant and Dr Wagmare had
said in their representation to the
State Home Minister.
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households that earned less
than �1 lakh a year were
impacted, the losses upset
only 77.6 per cent of those
who took home more than
�10 lakh. More than a fifth of
the rich not only managed to
protect their incomes but wit-
nessed an increase in their
overall wealth. As per the
Knight Frank Wealth Report,
2021, 60 per cent of India’s
“ultra wealthy” saw an
increase in their individual
income in 2020 and 91 per
cent of them expect their net
worth to rise further in 2021.
At present, the number of
ultra high net worth individ-
uals in India is 6,884, along
with 113 dollar-billionaires
and the figure is expected to
go up by 63 per cent between
2020 and 2025.

Another listing, Harun
Global Rich List,  2021,
revealed that India rose to the
third spot with 177 dollar-bil-
lionaires, 40 more than last
year. Of them, 150 became
richer, and included 50 new
faces. Established business
houses such as Mukesh
Ambani, Gautam Adani, Shiv
Nadar, Kumar Mangalam
Birla, Pankaj Munjal and oth-
ers were the main beneficia-
ries. Mumbai was home to 61
dollar-billionaires, followed
by Delhi (40).

According to the RBI

Annual Report, 2021, private
consumption, at negative nine
per cent in 2020-21, “regis-
tered a contraction for the
first time in the past four
decades”. Government con-
sumption sharply decreased
from 7.9 per cent in 2019-20
to 2.9 per cent in 2020-21.
The NSO Estimates in
February 2021 indicated that
“aggregate demand, measured
by real GDP, contracted by
eight per cent” in 2020-21.

This was the severest con-
traction felt since 1980-81. On
the other hand, it was surpris-
ing to notice in the RBI’s May
2021 round of Consumer
Confidence Survey that 50.6
per cent of the respondents
said that their overall spend-
ing went up. The results of the
survey attributed it to two fac-
tors — a rise in general infla-
tion and prices and the differ-
ence between what the con-
sumers spend on essential
items: food, fuel and educa-
tion and non-essentials like
travel and entertainment. The
RBI Annual Report stated
that despite COVID and lock-
downs, or due to them, over
the past year inflation raised
its ugly head. In 2021, infla-
tion was the highest since
2013-14 and it was largely
fuelled by price rise in essen-
tial commodities like food
and beverages, fuels, petrol,

diesel and cooking gas.
This unprecedented situ-

ation has a direct bearing on
the Government. Despite pro-
viding economic stimulus and
taking measures to curb infla-
tion, the Government could-
n’t do much to revive the
economy. The reflection of
the post-pandemic distress
is clearly visible.

Nobody can deny that
the Modi Government did a
creditable job in delivering
welfare benefits but still 46 per
cent people think its eco-
nomic policies have primar-
ily benefited big business.
For the first time in five
years, the unstable state of the
economy has begun to cloud
the Government’s ratings. If
71 per cent of the respondents
had rated the Government’s
handling of the economy
“outstanding” or “good” in
August 2019, only 47 per
cent believe it be the case
now; 20 per cent rate its han-
dling of the economy as
“poor/very poor”. Surveys
warn that the ruling party
would not get 272 seats if the
Lok Sabha polls are held
today. So, it’s a wakeup call for
the ruling party.

(The writer is a senior
journalist and Chairman,
Panwar Group of Institutions,
Solan, Himachal Pradesh. The
views expressed are personal.)
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Sir — This augurs well that the UP
Government has eventually relented and
allowed Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi along with other
senior party leaders to visit the families
of the victims of the Lakhimpur Kheri
violence, and averted thereby the situ-
ation from turning graver, given that
nine persons including four farmers and
one journalist have been killed in the
violence and those injured are recuper-
ating. To rub it in, the agitating farm-
ers’ leader Rakesh Tikait has put the
Government on a week’s ultimatum
threatening to launch a countrywide agi-
tation if prime accused Ashish Mishra
is not arrested in next six days. 

With Assembly polls in six States
including the most politically significant
Uttar Pradesh round the corner, it seems
a tall order for the ruling regime as the
prime accused reportedly happens to be
the son of a Union Minister. On the face
of it, these developments in Uttar
Pradesh have provided the Opposition
with a stick to beat the Government with.
Now, this appears to be a litmus test for
the Government to find a way out of the
imbroglio with a view to making an
omelette without breaking eggs. Let’s wait
and watch how this political cookie in
UP crumbles.

Azhar A Khan | Rampur
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Sir — India has the dubious distinction
of having the maximum number of
road fatalities. The most unfortunate
thing is that we don’t learn from our mis-
takes on the road. Studies reveal that 80
per cent of the accidents are due to the
fault of drivers, most of them with valid
driving licence holders. It is observed that
obtaining a driving licence in India is just
a matter of a few thousand rupees.
Many of the drivers are not aware of road
safety measures which need immediate
intervention from the authorities.

Therefore, it is necessary to ensure
proper safety awareness for drivers and
monitor issuance of licences. New drivers

need more comprehensive training and
rigorous test levels on safety awareness.
Education and enforcement can togeth-
er bring about a shift in the mindset of
drivers. Better road sense, the ability of a
driver to comprehend road signs, pay
heed to speed restrictions are some of the
driving etiquettes that will ease the pres-
sure on traffic police. Discipline ensures
safety and faster movement of traffic.
Frequent camps on road safety with catchy
slogans like, “alert today – alive tomor-
row”, “two-wheelers are for two, and not
for too many”, and “fast drive could be the
last drive” are the need of the hour.

Ranganathan Sivakumar | Chennai 
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Sir — It’s inspiring to know that due to
an article published in the media, the
Telangana Government and Minister for
Municipal Admin & Urban
Development, KTR, have swiftly and pos-
itively responded by giving financial help
(scholarship) to a student named Anusha
to complete her MBBS studies. Hearty
congratulations to the media, the

Telangana Government, KTR and
Anusha. However, I request all the State
and the Central Governments to reduce
the fee of the higher educational institu-
tions in India. Only then the students
from poorer and middle class back-
grounds can complete their higher stud-
ies excellently with a happy mind. 

Small help can be done to one anoth-
er by society. For big help, the
Government should set up a ready sup-
port system to lend a helping hand to
those in need. Nowadays, higher educa-
tion degrees have a promising future in
India, and even globally. What we urgent-
ly need is an efficient and swift support
system to promote not just elementary
but higher education as well. Only pri-
mary education to poor students cannot
contribute to making India self-reliant.
Bigger and bolder developmental foot-
steps need to be taken to direct the youth
on the path of growth.  

Nivriti Sreelekha | Secunderabad

� � � , / � $ ! 7 ; � � � 4 4 ! * +

"""+!%�*,-������+.�/
#������� ��$@��
	��
�������I ?���%�
	�3
�������I 
�������$ ��$@��
	��
�����@

$%&
'%() 
*
+, '-. *
/�0/�%,
1�
2324

 -

����������������������8
��22��02.9�.����:;<���&=.<�

+��$����������
����
��	��
���+��
���(:C+%�����	�������
���
��J��	
�
���
�
���$���#�
���$�����	��������������������������$�����������������

�>=
6&3*=(=%=&�=%
'+�6��+:&�>�'��

%+*=(���=�*+&2�:&
�>=�2:C=*&,=&� 

%='3+�=�3*:C+%+&2
�&�=(:&:,+(

'�+,686'��&%
��9+&2�,=�'6*='

�:�(>=(9
+&08��+:&���>=

2:C=*&,=&�
(:68%&1��%:

,6(>��:�*=C+C=
�>=�=(:&:,4

��..�/� .0..%��1�.0/

��0���$����0�1(���23�/

%
��������
�������		����#���
��	��#����������
��	
�� ������		�>
���������������
��#���
�
��	�
������������ �����
�
���		���%�������

����	����#�		��#���������������$$��
�
�
��� ��$�� ���������� $��� ���� $
��	�� � ���
���������#��)�����	�
�#	�����������
����
���
���������	����#������������������������	���
���������$������ �%��������
���#����$������
��	����	��
��
#
����������		��#�������	
�����
��
��	����K�
��������
����#�����������������	���
�����	
�
���K���������	�������	��������
��

��
��������	��� �=�����������%��������
���
>
����#���
��	������	��#��$����
������	
�
���
���������$��	����
������
������ �����#���
�
��	H����$��
�����
����#��$�����'�����
�������
L%����H�-���.�����L>���H�-��#���. 

%��������������	����
���� ����������	��

���
����������
���������������
���
�������
��
���������������������
����
������������ 
&
�����������%��������$�����������
��
����#
&������
�����
���������	
�
�����##�
���
���	����
���%������������������������ �&
���������#
&������
� ���� �������� ��� ���� ����
�� �#
2�������'����
�������������
��������J��	�

��������������������
��
����#��$�� �;�����
����	�����#��$�&������
�
������������������
�
2�������'����
������	�������������$���
��
�������������
��
�� ���
��%����������������
��	�G�������##
�
����#�*����������,��������
���	���$�������������������������
	
���������
	

���
�������������
���
��
���� 

$1�����>��1?�| ����	

	��
���������
�� !
��"����#

�������"�%�
���

�!
������7�������

The two phases of the
COVID-19 pandemic
have been a learning
experience, globally. The

calamity has proved to be a
greater leveller. Whether king or
pauper, living in rural or urban
areas, educated or uneducated,
it affected everybody’s lives and
lifestyles, making us face unex-
pected and unprecedented
things.

According to a 2021 Oxfam
report, this has been a global
trend. A survey of 295 econo-
mists across 79 countries found
that most of them were con-
vinced that the COVID-19 cri-
sis would lead to high inequal-
ities in terms of income, wealth
and gender. For example, 87 per
cent of the economists foresaw
that “income inequality in their
country was either going to
increase or strongly increase”.
The prediction has turned out to
be true in many countries,
including India.

For the first time in four
decades, the Indian economy —
already on the slope even before
pandemic — touched the ebb in
2020-21. The CMIE data indicate
that over 10 million Indians lost
their jobs during the second
wave and 97 per cent of house-
holds suffered loss of income and
witnessed a dip in real incomes,
adjusted to inflation, in the past
year. The remaining three per
cent included either the super
rich or the wretched poor. The
former have sources that deliv-
er incomes even during lock-
downs and the really poor ones
do not have scope for further fall.

The situation can be best
explained with the help of vari-
ous other surveys conducted by
independent organisations. The
339,065 COVID deaths in the
last 14 months dealt a double
blow to public health and
prospects of an economic recov-
ery. The most hit were the infra-
structure, manufacturing, con-
struction and services sectors
which provided maximum jobs.

According to experts,
though most families were
affected by income diminution,
the inequality between the haves
and have-nots had widened.
This disparity stands proved by
the CMIE data which indicated
that while 99.3 per cent of Indian
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On September 19, the day Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath com-
pleted four and half years in
office, Samajwadi Party nation-

al president and former chief minister
Akhilesh Yadav tweeted that the booklet
released by the Government on its achieve-
ment was a bundle of lies. He called the
achievements of the BJP Government as
“solahaanejhoot (a complete lie)”. Yadav is
a senior opposition leader. So, his criticism
didn’t come as a surprise. What, however,
did surprise me was his ostrich-like
approach of burying his head in the sand
and refusing to see the reality. 

What goes without saying is the fact
that the motto of Yogi Adityanath’s gov-
ernment has been ‘sabkasaath, sabkavikas,
sabkavishwas’. That is why Uttar
Pradeshhas emerged as the most transpar-
ent and growth-oriented government in
the state’s history.

Can Akhilesh Yadav deny the fact that
UP which carried the image of being a
BIMARU state has now emerged as the sec-
ond-strongest economy in the country?
Can he deny that over 4.5 lakh youth
received government jobs in the last four
and a half years? Can he deny that the
recruitment of youth was based complete-
ly on merit and in compliance with reser-
vation rules? Akhilesh should ask those
who have been recruited and they will tell
him that under Yogi’s watch there has been
no involvement of middlemen. 

With schemes like Mission Shakti and
campaigns like Anti-Romeo Squads, the
government has worked towards safeguard-
ing women and making them self-reliant.

For better understanding, one should
look at some figures.This government did
cancel 40 lakh ration cards issued during
the previous Akhilesh Yadav govern-
ment. But it wasnot vendetta politics. The
beneficiaries issued those cards were not
poor. So, our government made new
ration cards for those who deserved it.
Meaning, the real poor.

As many as 15 crore people got free
ration during the ongoing coronavirus pan-
demic. This government provided insur-
ance cover for three crore migrant work-
ers. Nobody could raise a finger at our
working. This has been possible because of
the commitment and transparency shown
by the government. Even the UP covid
management model has received laurels
from all across the world including the
World Health Organisation.

Furthermore, 1.38 crore poor people
have got free power connections while 2.61
crore toilets have been built in the last four
and a half years.  Apart from this, six crore
people are benefitting from the Ayushman
Bharat scheme. Is this a ‘jhoot’ that pride
was restored to women by giving them
‘Izzat Ghar’ in the form of toilets? Almost
all the villages across the state have toilets.

The state has written a new era of devel-
opment through the construction of 341
km-long Purvanchal Expressway,
Bundelkhand Expressway, Gorakhpur Link
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At last, jobs have grown,
by 29 per cent in the
April-June quarter,

says the employment survey
of the labour bureau. The
total employment rose to
3.08 crore compared to 2.3
crore jobs in 2013-14 as per
the seventh quarterly eco-
nomic survey (QES), in man-
ufacturing, health, educa-
tion, IT/BPO, trade, financial
services. During this period
the highest rise was noticed
in the IT/BPO sector -- by as
much as 152 per cent. It
employs about 6.7 per cent of
the labour force. Another
aspect is the constant dipping
of the total number of
employees on payrolls since
2017 from 11.3 lakh employ-
ees to 10.3 lakh in 2019. The
number of public sector
employees reduced from

19.59 lakh in 1997-98 to
16.14 lakh in 2006-07.
Similarly, women employees
declined during 2017-20,
dipping from 1.15 lakh in
2017 to 87,667 in two years.
NITI Ayog CEO Amitabh
Kant in the Aayog portal in
2020 commented: “Though
there is sufficient employ-
ment, but the true challenge
is to create well-paying qual-
ity jobs. Unfortunately, the
leak of data from the first
year of the two-year pilot
periodic labour force survey
(PLFS) done by the NSSO,
before it could be fully veri-
fied, and subsequent media
reports jumping to conclu-
sions based on incomplete
and half-baked data has
added confusion and misdi-
rection to the prevalent situ-
ation rather than helping.”

Those surveys presented a
poor job scenario, says Kant
and the survey sample was
small and inadequate. India’s
original strength was a mixed
economy. It had its problems.
The private sector had to face
tough rules to be in compe-
tition. So, liberalization was
welcomed. It saw a revamp in
the PSU structures and the
emergence of efficient, prof-
it-making PSUs. Many of

these became globally com-
petitive. But policy changes
and influence of the private
sector saw these giants
diminishing through job
squeezes and delayed deci-
sion-making. While jobs and
overall numbers of PSUs
declined with gradual disin-
vestments, a proper model
need to replicate those giants
was largely absent. While
giving a boost to the private
sector is welcome, it also
needs to be seen that they
come up with their own
models and survive not just
on acquisition of public sec-
tor assets. That is where a
pragmatic private sector is
needed or else the country
has to rethink how the pub-
lic sector is not only retained
but get back its strength. A
country to make a firm

progress has to have two dif-
ferent kinds of models.

The CMIE on September
3 report says urban unem-
ployment rose to 9.78 per cent
in August from 8.3 per cent in
July and 10.07 per cent in June
2021. The urban unemploy-
ment rate was 7.27 per cent in
March, just before the second
wave of Covid-19 hit the
country. Another observa-
tion of the PLFS is that there
has been a sharp increase in
employment in agriculture
from 42.5 per cent of total
employment in 2018-19 to
45.6 per cent in 2019-20. This
trend is interpreted as a sequel
to the pandemic closures of
many activities, including the
unorganised constructions
sector. The migrant labourers
chose to work in the agricul-
ture sector. The NSO’s period-

ic labour force survey for
July 2019 - June 2020 men-
tions a surge in female labour
force participation rate.
However, much of the
increase is in the most sub-
optimal category of unpaid
family workers. The rise in
agriculture, too, is mostly in
this category. As in many
developing countries, India
also showed signs of decline
in agricultural employment
corresponding to production.
The employment rate for
unpaid workers in household
enterprises increased from
13.3 per cent in 2018-19 to
15.9 per cent in 2019-2020.
For female workers, the
employment for unpaid work
increased to 35 per cent from
30 per cent in 2018-19.
Experts believe that such data
is not a good sign for gender

empowerment in employ-
ment. India needs to look at
this lowest level of subsistence.
Amitabh Kant does not talk
about them but stresses on the
�1.96 lakh crore Production-
Linked Incentive scheme. He
hopes it would generate an
incremental production of
$520 billion in five years and
pave the way for $5 trillion
economy. It is basically aimed
at funding the private sector.
Had this been aimed at the
public sector, the gains could
have been more. It is still not
late to include the public sec-
tor. That jobs are not growing
everywhere is also clear from
QES. In many sectors there
have been job losses like the
accommodation industry,
travel and tourism and wage
reduction in many others
including IT. 
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Expressway, Ballia Link Expressway,
and 594 km-long Ganga
Expressway connecting western
Uttar Pradesh with eastern UP.
The state now boasts of landmark
work in the aviation sector. We will
soon have one more international
airport at Kushinagar. Ongoing
construction work of international
airports at Jewar and Ayodhya will
give wings to aviation in the state.
The state currently boasts five inter-
national airports and eight domes-
tic airports while work is underway
on 10 airports. 

Among the biggest policy tri-
umphs of the Yogi Government has
been its resolve to transform the
lives of farmers and making them
self-reliant and prosperous. In its
4.5 years of governance, over �2.94
lakh crore have been transferred
directly to the account of farmers.
Over 45.74 lakh sugarcane farmers
in Uttar Pradesh have been paid a
record cane price payment of more
than �1,44,000 crore between 2017-
2021 which indicates the pro-
farmer stance of the government.
This initiative yielded unimagin-
able results and the state recorded
over 476 lakh metric tonnes of
sugar, which is a record to date.
Besides, the government has
waived off loans worth �36,000
crore of about 86 lakh farmers to
help them get back on their feet.

The pro-farmers approach of
the state government played a
huge role in the production of
2,399 lakh MT of food grains. The
government has also provided
compensation of �2,376 crore to
the farmers under Prime Minister
Fasal Bima Yojana. Addressing the
issue of farmers’ crops rotting in the

warehouses, the Yogi government
procured 435 lakh MT of food
grains, and also cleared payments
of �79,000 crore.

The change is perceptible now
as big investors are ready to invest
in UP today. This is because of the
prevalence of rule of law in the
state, which had been missing
from the state for the past several
years. During Akhilesh Yadav’s
regime, riots were a routine affair
as it took place every three to four
days between 2012 and 2017. Not
a single riot has taken place in the
last four and a half years of the BJP
government due to the zero-toler-
ance policy against crime and
criminals. That is why, the state has
realised the dream of ‘Apradhmukt
Uttar Pradesh’ in the Yogi regime.
The crackdown against a large
number of criminals and gangsters
and confiscation of their property
worth over �1800 crore and the
demolishing of their Illegal prop-
erties have helped the state stamp
its authority.

While the previous govern-
ments were protecting and patro-
nising criminals and dreaded gang-
sters, this BJP government is tak-
ing action against each of them,
irrespective of caste or creed.
Therefore, criminals surrendering
and saying that they are afraid of
the police has become a common
sight. In contrast, Akhilesh Yadav’s
tenure witnessed terrorists being
offered clemency and innocents
being punished. 

This is the reason why the
domestic and foreign industrialists,
who were scared of investing in UP
due to lawlessness and bureaucrat-
ic red tape during previous govern-

ments, are willing to invest in the
state today due to the restoration of
rule of law. This has made UP num-
ber two in ease of doing business
in the country. Industrialists are
investing over �3 lakh crore in the
state in different fields. Even the
MSME sector, which had been
lying defunct in the state for the past
several years, is currently exporting
goods worth �1,21000 crore. No
wonder then, that UP is well on the
way to becoming an export hub of
the country.

If Uttar Pradesh can boast of its
achievements, it is because of the
out-of-the-box thinking of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and the
perfect implementation of the
Central government schemes in
Uttar Pradesh by Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath. This is the bene-
fit of a double-engine government,
fruits of which people are harvest-
ing now. If Uttar Pradesh is at the
top position in schemes like PM
Kisan Yojana, Swachh Bharat
Mission, Ujjwala Scheme, and Ujala
Scheme or food grains production,
it is all because of the coordinated
efforts of the double engine, and the
same party in power both in the
state and at the centre. In the edu-
cation sector, seven new universi-
ties are being built, including Atal
Bahari Vajpayee Medical University
and the Police and Forensic Institute
in Lucknow under the new educa-
tion policy.

Uttar Pradesh has changed and
the change is perceptible. The gov-
ernment has achieved this because
of transparent work culture with a
dedicated and committed work-
force. This is the hallmark of this
brand new Uttar Pradesh.

20��
���(�$����.%�5

+��
��������������������������
��������#��
$�	�
	�����	��
��������
�������#��$�(�
��



'
��� 8$%&
'%() 
*
+, '-. *
/�0/�%,
1�
2324

./0..�2	./0..�2	
	�06�

��
"�!���������	
�����������)��������

�<��.� 2��$����$������
,�	
�����$���������
������;���
�#�
�����������1��������	����
���
�
		
������	������
�����	�
�������
����
�������������������$�
�����$������
� ���������$�
���
�	������������������#���
�
��
����)�	��
������
����
�����
,���
����
����������9�������
����
���������;������������
�
���������$��� 

�&)����	��"���D"���
�!�������6
�.�@.� ��� A�$���
����
�����J���������������<�������
���
��	�������������������
��
����������������������
�������
��������$
����
������
������
����<�����,������	��
��	�������
��
� �����J������������
	�
���
���
�����������$�������
���
����	��
���#��$�����������
�#�	���	����
�������
����������
�
������$��
$�������������	��� 

����!������	��6��	�
�!�!��	����������+�
�1���� ������������		�#��$
(��	����'�������������������
��������:$�������������������
�7��#����������	�������#��������
������#���$�����$
��
����
���
��������$ :$��
���������	��
�
��
$����������������$�������
�
��
��������	���$�����#������
�����
������������� 

#!��!�����-��*�)
�"���������	�����
��.1�� ����;��	��>��	��
:����
G��
��������������
��
��
���(��
���A�$��
��	
����	
���
����&�����9�������
����
�	���
������������&�����
�
���
��������#�������	�1�
���
�����������$
��������
�	��������������
�������
��
��	� ;>:������
�����������������
��
�$�����#�������
�	�(��
���A
$��
��	�����	
��������������
(�
�����������#�%�	
���#��
�������
��������
	
�������#������
�
����������&�����9���� �;>:
�����������
�����	���3�����
��$�

��	������$�����������	����
�� 

���E��������"�������#
�-����!�����������
#�0 ��;2.�� 3#
G�������������6'
2�����$�����������������		�
�����#�
���(��
���A�����
���
�
��
	������������������K ����
#
����	����������������������	�
���
��
��
����$�������#����� 
,�������������������
���
�
���
�����	�$��
���#����������
���#��
��
	���������������������
�����1����������##�#�����������
��
$�������3#
G�������
���2��$��
���������
�&���� �

����� ;�'>+&2�:&

America’s “humiliating”
troop withdrawal from

Afghanistan resulting in the
Pakistan-backed Taliban cap-
turing power in Kabul has cre-
ated an “extremely dangerous”
situation in South Asia where
India could suffer a cycle of sec-
tarian violence similar to the
one seen in the Middle East, a
former US NSA has said 
during a key Congressional 
hearing.

General (retired) HR
McMaster said this during a
Congressional hearing on
Afghanistan on Wednesday.

“I think it’s an extremely
dangerous situation in South
Asia broadly… I do think that
it is in China’s interest, right?
That the Pakistani Government
and Army go after these jeha-
di groups less selectively. It’s
also in the interest obviously of
security and stability across
South Asia.

“One of the greatest dan-

gers I think would be India suf-
fering this kind of cycle of sec-
tarian violence that you see
across the greater Middle East.
That could be incited by some
of these groups like, you know,
al-Qaeda and Lashkar-e-Taiba,”
McMaster told members of
the House Foreign Affairs
Committee.

He said the world and the
US are in a more dangerous sit-
uation than they were on
September 10, 2001.

“The reason we’re not see-
ing attacks like 9/11 are because
of our defensive capabilities
that we’ve developed. But these
groups are growing stronger,”
he said.

Jehadi terrorist organisa-
tions are not only growing
larger in numbers, more con-
fident and richer, they are also
becoming more destructive,
McMaster, who was one of the
national security advisers of
former President Donald

Trump, said.
“Our humiliating with-

drawal left terrorists with bil-
lions of dollars of weapons.
Those weapons will be shared
among the over 20 US-desig-
nated terrorist organisations in
the terrorist ecosystem across
Afghanistan and Pakistan,” 
he said.

As some of those groups
have already turned against
the nuclear-armed Pakistani
Army and Government, it is
not difficult to imagine terror-
ists gaining access to the most
destructive weapons on Earth,
McMaster said.

“It is for these reasons that,
I believe, our self-defeat in
Afghanistan and our broader
disengagement from the fight
against jehadi terrorists inter-
nationally in recent months has
made jihadist terrorists more
dangerous today than 
they were on 10 September
2001.
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The Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN)

has emerged as an important
player in the international
arena and major point for
India’s global economic engage-
ment, India’s External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar said here
on Thursday.

Making this point, he also
said the ongoing corona pan-
demic has led to need for
change in the ASEAN and
review co-operation and
expand its ambition.

The 10-nation ASEAN is
considered one of the most
influential groupings in the
region and India and several
other countries including the
US, China, Japan and Australia
are its dialogue partners.

Addressing an event,
Jaishankar also said the cen-

trality of the ASEAN to the
Indo-Pacific and the impor-
tance of ties between India and
the grouping are 
self-evident. 

However, if the grouping
has to remain relevant with
changing times, “then we must
strive to go beyond ideas and
concepts that have outlived
their shelf life,” the External
Affairs Minister said.

Jaishankar said the larger
region is undergoing “signifi-
cant” socio-economic changes
and that the pandemic has
clearly accelerated them. 

“It is important that we —
India, the ASEAN and our
relationship — we recognise
that a different world awaits us.
It is one that puts a greater pre-
mium on trust and trans-
parency, resilience and relia-
bility, as also on choices and
redundancy,” he said. 

7�0!5�+�4 �(<;�+�7�=,*�,/

�����!�����	�!�� &=;�%=8>+

The shift of Pakistan Inter-
Services Intelligence chief

Lt Gen Faiz Hameed to
Peshawar Corps in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa could be aimed
at posting a trusted Taliban
official in the region which
hosts Pashtuns in significant
numbers and effectively man-
age the evolving Afghan situ-
ation as also control the
Government in Kabul.

Besides ethnic Pashtuns,
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
region under Pakistan control
also hosts a significant number
of Afghan refugees. The
Taliban does not recognise the
Durand Line as the border
between Afghanistan and

Pakistan and the latter is seek-
ing to settle the dispute with a
favourable dispensation hold-
ing forte in Kabul now.

Lt Gen Nadeem Ahmed
Anjum has served tenures in
restive Balochistan as Inspector
General of the Frontier Corps,
Balochistan as well as
Commandant of Command
and Staff College, Quetta and
his appointment as ISI chief
could be aimed at managing
the Baloch insurgency in the
province that also hosts the
China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor. The CPEC faces con-
tinuous threats from the Baloch
freedom fighters who often
target the Chinese engineers
and other personnel working in
the area and also hit the

Pakistani security forces with
impunity, experts said. Anjum
who belongs to the Punjab reg-
iment and has also served as
Karachi Corps commander.

The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
region falls under the operational
jurisdiction of the Peshawar
Corps of the Pakistan Army and
Hameed’s appointment as its
commander is aimed at ironing
out possible differences with
the Afghan Taliban and the
local administration in handling
of the Pakistan Taliban or the
ethnic Pashtuns residing in the
province. Hameed’s presence
could be aimed at settling all such
disputes at the local level itself
without drawing the attention of
the spy agency or the Pakistan
army headquarters, they said.

Karachi: A powerful 5.9-mag-
nitude earthquake jolted a
mountainous part of Pakistan’s
Balochistan province early on
Thursday, resulting in the col-
lapse of a coal mine and several
mud houses that left at least 22
people dead and over 300 oth-
ers injured, officials said.

The National Seismic
Monitoring Centre in
Islamabad said that the epi-
centre of the earthquake was
near Harnai, which has a large
number of coal mines, at a
depth of around 15 kilometres.

The quake affected Quetta,
Sibi, Harnai, Pishin, Qila
Saifullah, Chaman, Ziarat and
Zhob in Balochistan. Most of
the deaths and injuries were
reported from the remote
north-eastern district of Harnai
where at least 13 people 
have died, according to 
officials. PTI

Washington: Senate Majority
Leader Chuck Schumer said on
Thursday an agreement has
been reached with Republicans
to extend the Government’s
borrowing authority into
December, temporarily avert-
ing a debt crisis.

“Our hope is to get this
done as soon as today,”
Schumer declared as he opened
the Senate. In their agreement,
Republican and Democratic
leaders edged back from a per-
ilous standoff over lifting the
nation’s borrowing cap, with
Democratic senators accepting
an offer from Senate GOP
leader Mitch McConnell. AP

Stockholm: UK-based Tanzanian writer
Abdulrazak Gurnah, whose experience of
crossing continents and cultures has fed
his novels about the impact of migration
on individuals and societies, won the
Nobel Prize for Literature on Thursday.

The Swedish Academy said the award
was in recognition of Gurnah’s “uncom-
promising and compassionate penetration

of the effects of colonialism and the fate
of the refugee.”

Gurnah, who recently retired as a pro-
fessor of post-colonial literatures at the
University of Kent, got the call from the
Swedish Academy in the kitchen of his
home in southeast England — and ini-
tially thought it was a prank.

He said he was “surprised and hum-

bled” by the award.
Gurnah said the themes of migration

and displacement that he explored “are
things that are with us every day” — even
more now than when he came to Britain
in the 1960s.

“People are dying, people are being hurt
around the world. We must deal with these
issues in the most kind way,” he said. AP
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New Delhi: India's GDP is
expected to grow at 9.1 per cent
in 2021-22 as economic recov-
ery, post the second wave of the
pandemic, seems to be holding
ground, Ficci said on Thursday.

Ficci's Economic Outlook
Survey also noted that the
ongoing festive season would
support this momentum.

However, the industry body
cautioned that a likely surge in
people's movement during
Diwali can lead to a rise in the
number of Covid cases 
again.

"The latest round of Ficci's
Economic Outlook Survey has
put forth an annual median
GDP growth forecast for 2021-
22 at 9.1 per cent. This marks
a marginal improvement from
the growth projection of 9 per
cent recorded in the previous
survey round (July 2021)," the
chamber said.

Pick-up in monsoon rains
in the latter part of the season
and subsequent increase in
kharif acreage is likely to keep
growth expectations of the agri-
culture sector upbeat, it said. PTI

����� &=;�%=8>+

Fitch Ratings has cut India's
economic growth forecast

to 8.7 per cent for the current
fiscal but raised GDP growth
projection for FY23 to 10 per
cent, saying the second 
Covid-19 wave delayed rather
than derail the economic recov-
ery.

In its APAC Sovereign
Credit Overview, Fitch Ratings
said India's 'BBB-/Negative'
sovereign rating "balances a
still-strong medium-term
growth outlook and external
resilience from solid foreign-
reserve buffers, against high
public debt, a weak financial
sector and some lagging struc-
tural factors".

The ‘Negative' outlook, it
said, reflects uncertainty over
the debt trajectory following
the sharp deterioration in
India's public finances due to
the pandemic shock.

Fitch said it has further
lowered India's GDP forecast

for the fiscal year ending March
2022 (FY22) to 8.7 per cent
from 10 per cent in June as a
result of the severe second
virus wave.

It had in June cut the
growth forecast from 12.8 per
cent.

The projections for 2021-
22 fiscal compares to a con-
traction of 7.3 per cent record-
ed in the last financial year and
a 4 per cent growth in 2019-20.

"In our view, however, the
impact of the second wave
was to delay rather than derail
India's economic recovery,
reflected in an upward revision
of our FY23 (April 2022-March
2023) GDP forecast to 10 per
cent from 8.5 per cent in June,"
it said.

High-frequency indicators
point to a strong rebound in
the second quarter of the cur-
rent fiscal (April 2021-March
2022), as business activity has
again returned to pre-pan-
demic levels.

Fitch, however, saw a wider

fiscal deficit. "We forecast a 7.2
per cent of GDP (excluding dis-
investment) central govern-
ment deficit in FY 22," it said.

The government on June
28 this year announced a fiscal
package worth about 2.7 per
cent of GDP. Much of this con-
sists of loan guarantees, with
only 0.6 per cent of GDP in
higher on budget spending.

"However, buoyant rev-
enue performance largely off-
sets the higher spending and
should help contain the fiscal
deficit," it said.

"Wider fiscal deficits and
government plans for only a
gradual consolidation put
greater onus on India's ability
to return to high GDP growth
over the medium term to lower
the debt ratio."

Inflation has hovered
around the upper end of the
Reserve Bank of India's (RBI)
target inflation band of 2-6 per
cent for the past several
months, as commodity pres-
sure raised prices.

Mumbai: India Inc is set to
post an 18-20 % revenue
growth for July-September as
compared to the year-ago peri-
od, domestic rating agency
Crisil said on Thursday ahead
of the filing of quarterly earn-
ings by companies.

The handsome growth in
the topline will be driven by
both higher volumes and high-
er commodity prices, the rat-
ing agency said.

However, the rising input
prices may have capped oper-
ating profit margin expansion
for companies when compared
to the preceding quarter, the
agency said.

Companies had taken a
cautious approach immediate-
ly after the onset of pandemic
and resorted to a host of cost
control measures including
salary cuts which resulted in
businesses being largely pro-
tected even as demand dried
up.

Crisil said the recovery for
the Q2 was seen across sectors,
led by higher volumes and
commodity prices. Volume
gains are attributable to a low
base of the second quarter of
fiscal 2021, which saw region-
al lockdowns and slower eco-
nomic activity.

PTI

New Delhi:Petrol and diesel
prices across the country
soared to all-time high levels on
Thursday as rates were hiked
again in line with the spurt in
international oil prices.

Petrol price was increased
by 30 paise per litre and diesel
by 35 paise a litre, according to
a price notification of state-
owned fuel retailers.

The price of petrol in Delhi
rose to its highest-ever level of
�103.24 a litre and to �109.25
per litre in Mumbai, the noti-
fication showed.

Diesel rates too touched a
record high of �91.42 in Delhi

and inched closer to the �100-a-
litre mark in Mumbai. It currently
costs �99.55 a litre in Mumbai.
Prices differ from state to state
depending on the incidence of
local taxes.

The increase on Thursday
pushed rates to a new record
high. Petrol crossed the Rs
100-a-litre mark in Lucknow
and Gandhinagar - the last of
the handful of state capitals that
had rates less than that. Petrol
prices, which is dictated by the
incidence of local taxes and
freight, had already crossed the
Rs 100 mark in several places in
Uttar Pradesh and Gujarat. PTI

New Delhi: The Ministry of
Fisheries, Animal Husbandry
& Dairying on Thursday
unveiled a blueprint of the
National Digital Livestock
Mission (NDLM). The Union
Animal Husbandry Minister
Dr Sanjeev Balyan unveiled the
blueprint in the presence of
National Dairy Development
Board (NDDB) Chairman
Varsha Joshi, Additional
Secretary Upamanyu Basu and
Joint Secretary Sindura
Ganapathi, Gujarat Co-opera-
tive Milk Marketing Federation
Ltd. (GCMMF) MD Dr RS
Sodhi and directors of severala
milk unions of Gujarat.

Speaking on the occasion,
Dr Balyan said that the livestock
sector has a unique combina-
tion of being the backbone of
rural livelihood. “The growth
would have been a lot better if
there were concerted efforts to
harmonise programmes across
the country in order to create
an ecosystem that is conducive
for growth of the sector. PNS
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The Centre on Thursday
released �40,000 crore to

States and UTs to compensate
for the shortfall in GST rev-
enues, taking the total amount
released as loan so far this fis-
cal year to �1.15 lakh 
crore.

"The Ministry of Finance
today released an amount of
�40,000 crore to States and UTs
with legislature under the back-
to-back loan facility to meet the
shortfall in GST
Compensation.

"Earlier on July 15, 2021,
an amount of �75,000 crore
was released to states & UTs
with legislature. With the
current release, the total
amount released in the cur-
rent financial year as back-to-
back loan in-lieu of GST
compensation has reached
�1.15 lakh crore," an official
statement said.
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David Abraham and Rakesh
Thakore, who are highly

sought after for their timeless,
sustainable ensembles will be
seen, in association with R-
Elan's ‘fabric of the future’,
tomorrow on the third fay of
the phygital edition of FDCI x
Lakme Fashion Week.

The duo have created a
collection that explores differ-
ent ways to create fashion
using practices that are sus-
tainable and mindful.

The eco-friendly presen-
tation was inspired by the
theme of ‘Assemble.
Disassemble. Reassemble’ will
be made from green gold; a
unique fabric created from

recycled PET by R-Elan. The
range will consist of classic
shapes that are timeless and
versatile, forming the basis of
a contemporary ready-to-wear
wardrobe, perfect for every
occasion.

Commenting on the col-
laboration with Abraham and
Thakore for their collection,
Gunjan Sharma, CMO of
Polyester Business at Reliance
Industries Ltd says, "The eco-
friendly collection by Abraham
and Thakore magnificently
combines sustainability and
style, and it enhances key
aspects of our fabric of the
future — R | Elan. The collec-
tion showcases excellent efforts

in different ways to create
fashion using practices that are
sustainable and mindful.

Assemble. Disassemble. Reassemble
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Ensembles like these drive us at
Reliance to stretch the limits of
imagination and bring out new
technologies that are more sus-
tainable and eco-friendly."

The exploration of techniques
such as patchwork, hand stitching
and quilting, form the focus of the
collection. While creating 'glam-
our out of waste', a selection of
evening wear in the collection,

these garments have been intri-
cately embroidered using sequins
that have been made from sheets
of discarded PET materials.

Abraham and Thakore reveal,
"The process of the breaking
down of PET materials to create
textiles is a crucial step in the cir-
cular journey of responsible fash-
ion production. The collection
takes a look at the traditional
methods of recycling and upcy-
cling of textiles that are a part of
our common textile heritage.
There couldn't have been a better
partner to help design this col-
lection than R-Elan. Working
with R-Elan's range of eco-friend-
ly green gold fabrics was an inter-
esting experience."

True to their DNA, the soon-
to-be showcased range will
explore new sustainable fashion
practices ranging from drawing on
traditional hand skills to investi-
gating new materials and tech-
nologies that can effect positive
change. >��!�
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Kolkata Knight Riders pro-
duced a clinical perfor-

mance to beat Rajasthan Royals
by a massive 86-run margin and
take a huge step towards secur-
ing their play-off berth in the
Indian Premier League here on
Thursday. With three play-off
spots -- Delhi Capitals, Chennai
Super Kings and Royals
Challengers Bangalore —
already sealed, KKR consolidat-
ed their position for the fourth
and final play-off spot, finishing
their round-robin engagements
with 14 points from 14 games
with an impressive net run rate
of 0.587. With 12 points from 13
matches, defending champions
Mumbai Indians is the only
team still in the play-off race but
they will need to register a big
win over Sunrisers Hyderabad in
their last game on Friday to dis-
lodge KKR from the fourth
spot. Effectively, Mumbai need

a miracle to make the play-offs
ahead of KKR.  

Shubman Gill hit a second
consecutive fifty as KKR  regis-
tered the highest score at the
venue this season, posting a
competitive 171 for four after
being put into bat. 

Gilll (56 off 44) and
Venkatesh Iyer (38 off 35) got
KKR's innings to a rollicking
start, stitching 79 runs for the
opening stand. 

Rahul Tripathi (21), Dinesh
Karthik (14 not out off 11) and
skipper Eoin Morgan (13 not out
off 11) also played good hands
towards the end to take KKR to
past the 170-run mark.

RR had a horrible star to
their chase, losing their best bat-
ter of the season Yashasvi Jaiwal
to Shakib Al Hasan in the third
ball of the innings 

If that was not enough,
skipper Sanju Samson departed
in the first delivery of the next
over.  Back into the side after
recovering from an injury,
Lockie Ferguson struck twice in
his first over — first removing
Liam Livingstone and then
accounting for young Anuj
Rawat a ball later.

Mavi then struck twice in
the eighth over — disturbing the
timbers of Glenn Phillips and
Shivam Dube with his brute
pace as RR kept losing wickets
at regular intervals.Mystery spin-
ner Varun Chakravarthy was not
to be left behind as he joined the
party in the next over dismiss-
ing Chris Morris LBW.

����� :'8:

India will have to wait for its first woman
world champion in wrestling as Anshu
Malik settled for a silver medal after los-

ing her 57kg final to 2016 Olympic cham-
pion Helen Lousie Maroulis but Sarita Mor
grabbed her maiden medal at the big 
stage by winning the 59kg bronze, here 
on Thursday.

Coming into the match after becoming
India's first-ever woman finalist at the
World Championship, the 19-year old
Anshu began on an aggressive  note with pos-
itive intent but eventually lost the summit
clash after being pinned. 

Sushil Kumar (2010) remains India's
lone world champion wrestler till date.

Anshu led 1-0 at the breather but the
bout changed in dramatic fashion in the sec-
ond half. Maroulis got Anshu in her arm grip
and pulled her down to complete a take-
down move to take a 2-1 lead. 

She kept Anshu's right arm under a tight
grip and kept twisting it to get an 'exposure'
point, making it 4-1.

Anshu, the reigning Asian champion,
was in terrible pain but the American did not
loosen her grip and had Anshu's back on the
mat to win by fall. Anshu needed medical
help immediately after the bout as she was
almost in tears.

Nevertheless, it was a heroic perfor-
mance from the Nidani wrestler, who has

become best performer for India at the
worlds with a silver. 

Before this, Alka Tomar (2006) Geeta
Phogat (2012), Babita Phogat (2012), Pooja
Dhanda (2018) and Vinesh Phogat (2019)
have won a bronze each.  

Sarita ended her worlds medal drought
with a convincing 8-2 win over Sweden's Sara
Johanna Lindborg in the bronze play-off.

Indian women have now bettered their
best ever show at the worlds as winning two
bronze in 2012 through the Phogat sisters
was the  country's best show.  

Sarita stunned the Swede with an early
four-pointer and added two more points to

her tally with a quick take-down. The
reigning Asian champion took a com-
manding 6-0 lead by the break and pulled
off another breathtaking move to race to a
8-0 lead.

Sarita conceded a take-down late in the
bout but had a big enough lead to come out
winner. It was her sixth attempt to win a
medal at the worlds, having failed to do so
at one U-23 and four senior worlds. 

Meanwhile, Divya Kakran (72kg) lost
her repechage round in the morning session
to Mongolia's Davaanasan Enkh Amar and
expectedly, the Greco Roman wrestlers put
up a disappointing show.

KKR beat RR by 86 runs
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KL Rahul saved his best for
the last as his unbeaten 98

off 42 balls, which for a change
was full on intent quotient,
helped Punjab Kings crush
Chennai Super Kings by six
wickets in an inconsequential
IPL encounter on Thursday.
Chasing 135 for victory, the
Punjab team stormed to victo-
ry in 13 overs as the CSK skip-
per M S Dhoni could not find
answers to stop Rahul's
onslaught. 

Skipper Rahul was on the
attack from the word go,
launching into the CSK bowlers.
The stylish right-hander clob-
bered eight sixes to go with
seven boundaries. He finished
it in style with a big six off
Shardul Thakur.

The Punjab skipper had
been panned for his approach
in some of the earlier matches
where he dragged the game

deep but Punjab Kings failed to
finish on the winning side.
Rahul's strike-rate had been
panned often during this edi-
tion and finally the flair was
back in his batting. 

Alas, it came when the
horse has bolted the door. 

Thakur picked three wick-
ets for 28 runs in three to be
CSK's best bowler on a day
when the other bowlers includ-
ing Deepak Chahar (1/48 from
4 overs), Josh Hazlewood (0 for
22 in 3 overs) and Dwayne
Bravo (0/32 in 2 overs) looked
clueless in the face of Rahul's
stylish onslaught.

Rahul kept hitting bound-
aries and sixes at will even as the
other batters didn't come up
with any meaningful contribu-
tion. Anything on his legs was
whipped between fine leg and
mid-wicket with utter disdain.

The skipper and Mayank
Agarwal (12) put on 46 in just
4.3 overs before he dominated
another partnership with
Shahrukh Khan (8) for the third
wicket, adding 34 runs in four
overs. None of the CSK bowlers
was able to stop a marauding
Rahul as Punjab Kings went on
the offensive in a bid to win
quickly and boost their net run-
rate. Despite the easy win,
Punjab's NRR did not go past
fourth-placed Kolkata Knight
Riders with both teams on 12
with the latter set to play later in
the night.

Rahul's blistering knock in
Punjab Kings' consolation win

ANSHU TAKES HOME SILVER 



The Indian Air Force (IAF)
is the fourth largest and one

of the world’s leading air forces
that plays a key role in keeping
the Indian aerospace resistant
to attacks and manage aerial
warfare during a conflict.

Established on October 8,
1932, the IAF has gone through
extreme modernisation and
expansion both in the strength
of man and technology on the
path to becoming a credible
aerospace force. From counter-
insurgency in its early years to
a tactical force, it has turned
into a strategic force today. Its
uniqueness lies in its rich all-
terrain experience and its
diverse inventory. Although
its capability and reach have
enhanced significantly in the
last decade, the force is contin-
ually improving itself to over-
whelm adversaries with aero-
space power to defend the
nation. 

Aerospace power defined
as the ability to project power
from the air and space plays a
paramount role in the securi-
ty environment. Technological
advancements, the synergy of
air, and space have enhanced
the aerospace force unprece-
dentedly, making it reliable,
effective, and the preferred
instrument. An armed force
may have superior conven-
tional warfighting capabilities
to fight a potential adversary.
Additionally, it should have
access to operate in all domains
— space, air, land, and sea.

Speed is an attribute that is
almost synonymous with aero-
space power. In India’s future
defence strategies, the BRAH-
MOS supersonic cruise missile

can be acknowledged as one of
the most potent, immensely
significant strategic military
assets. The world’s fastest cruise
missile is an important arma-
ment of all three arms of the
Indian defence forces – Army,
Navy, and Air Force.  

Several versions of the mis-
sile exist that can be fired
from land, from the water via

warships, submarines, and
from the air via the Sukhoi-30
fighter jets. Since 2005, the
Indian Navy and Army have
had BRAHMOS capabilities.
The air-launched variant was
successfully tested in
November 2017, and again in
2019 by the Indian Air Force
from its Sukhoi-30 MKI fight-
er jet that gives a dominating

presence of the missile in all
three domains.

The BRAHMOS missile
capable of flying at a speed of
mach 2.8 has a range of at least
290 kilometres. Travelling with
such velocity means that it
would be difficult for air defence
systems utilising surface-to-air
missiles to intercept the BRAH-
MOS while making it easier for
it to target and neutralise targets.
The missile equipped with iner-
tial navigation and global posi-
tioning systems can effectively
engage ground targets from an
altitude as low as 10 metres for
surgical strikes. 

The air-launch variant is a
2.5 ton, air to surface cruise
missile. The BRAHMOS has
given the Indian Air Force a
much desired capability to
strike from large stand-off
ranges any target at sea or on
land with pinpoint accuracy by
day or night irrespective of
weather conditions. 

The advanced BRAHMOS
air-launched cruise missile
(ALCM), after undergoing a
series of successful launches
from the front-line Su-30MKI
platform, was successfully
inducted into the IAF’s
Tigersharks squadron. The
Sukhoi-30s, armed with
BRAHMOS missiles, acts as a
key tool of strategic deter-
rence to hostile neighbours
across land borders as well as
India’s ocean waters.

The state-of-the-art
BRAHMOS is a product of
BrahMos Aerospace company,
a joint venture between India’s
Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO) and NPO
Mashinostroyeniya from
Russia. 

Since its historic first
launch on June 12, 2001, the
BRAHMOS supersonic cruise
missile system has achieved
many milestones and
strengthened all three ser-
vices of the Indian Armed
Forces. The Indian Air Forces
take pride in being the first air
force in the world to possess
the BRAHMOS  cruise missile
with advanced surgical-strike
capabilities. Possession of such
a weapon system with a dis-
tinct capability has given a
boost to India’s power profile
on the world’s stage.

Officially established in
1932 to support the

Royal Air Force of the
UK, India observes Indian
Air Force Day on October
8, every year. The event
marks the presence of the
IAF chief along with senior
officials of three armed
forces. 

Each year, the celebra-
tion is marked by certain
unique themes. In 2020,
the theme was ‘the untir-
ing efforts and supreme
sacrifices of its personnel,’
whereas, in 2019, the
theme was ‘know your
Air Force.’

The Indian Air Force
protects the Indian territo-
ry and national interests
from all enemies, along
with offering assistance in
catastrophic events. The
Indian Air Force delivers battle-
field air support, as well as
technical and operational airlift
capabilities to the Indian Army.

There are five operational
and two functional commands

in the Air Force. An air officer
Commanding-in-Chief with the
rank of Air Marshal oversees
each command. An operational
command’s mission is to execute
military actions involving air-

craft within its area of con-
trol, while an objective of the
functional command’s is to
maintain combat capability.

Moreover, the event
pays tribute to many serving
officers, veteran air heroes,
along with their families,
and residents. However, due
to COVID restrictions, the
number of participants will
be less this year, and the
events will also be ‘at at
home’ meetings, organised
by the CAS. The milestone
will be marked by a spectac-
ular air display and parade
on Indian Air Force Day
2021. The Air Force recent-
ly has released four photos
from the rehearsal of the Air
Force Day parade in
Ghaziabad.

At 8 am, flag-bearing
skydivers will unfurl the

event from an AN-32 aircraft,
followed by a flypast with vin-
tage aircraft, sophisticated trans-
port aircraft, and frontline fight-
er aircraft. The grand celebration
will conclude before 11 am. 

The Indian Air Force (IAF),
or Bhartiya Vayu Sena, is
the winged backbone of
the Indian Armed Forces,
whose biggest contribution

is safeguarding the country in all times
of need. Their primary purpose is for-
tifying the Indian airspace and con-
ducting aerial activities during armed
conflicts with enemies. The IAF, cur-
rently incorporating over 1,400 air-
crafts and around 170,000 personnels,
has participated in several wars since
the independence of the country,
including one war with People’s
Republic of China and four with
Pakistan.

The IAF not only protects the terri-
tory of India, but also extends aid and
support during natural calamities. They
also work with the United Nations to
carry peace-keeping missions. The Air
Force day on October 8 is, thus, celebrat-
ed to honour and recognise the selfless

deeds of our brave jawans and the entire
force.

October 8, 1932 and April 1, 1954 are
landmarks in history and considered as
the two births of the Indian Air Force.
On the former, IAF had its inception
while on the latter, Air Marshal Subroto
Mukherjee, one of the founding mem-
bers of IAF, took over as the first Indian
Chief of Air Staff.

The period 1939 to 1945 saw one of
the bloodiest wars in the history of
mankind, the second world war. At the
time, since India was still under the rule
of the British, the Indian Air Force lent
its support to the UK. KK Majumdar,
who was one of the most exemplary
heroes of the IAF, was rated one of the
12 best pilots of the Allied Air Forces. 

The nation observes Indian Air
Force day annually on October 8 because,
on this day, post their participation in
World War II, the Air Force in India was
raised as the supporting force of the Royal

Air Force of the United Kingdom. After
India emerged as an independent coun-
try, and became a Republican nation,
‘royal’ was dropped off the name and they
were officially called the Indian Air Force.

Every year, the Indian Air Force day
is celebrated with pomp and honour at
the Hindon Air Force station, located in
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh. The celebra-
tions are observed in the presence of the
IAF chief and senior officials of the three-
armed forces. The aforementioned sta-
tion is also the largest airbase in the entire
continent of Asia. It also happens to be
the eighth largest airbase in the world.

There’s an unending list of com-
mendable feats and achievements on the
part of the Air Force that I can go on talk-
ing about, and I believe we are aware
about most of them. However, some facts
that stand out are given below.

The motto of the IAF, ‘Touch the sky
with glory’ or ‘Nabham sparsham
deeptham’, has been adopted from the

eleventh chapter of the Bhagavad Gita.
It is taken from the knowledge impart-
ed to Arjuna by Lord Krishna on the bat-
tle of Kurukshetra during Mahabharata.

Quite literally touching the sky, the
Indian Air Force ranks fourth on the list
of the largest operational air forces in the
world, after the US, China and Russia.
It is also the seventh strongest in the
world.

The IAF has always contributed in
relief operations during natural calami-
ties in India. Some of the operations
incorporate the Gujarat cyclone (1998),
the tsunami (2004) and floods in North
India. Topping it all, the IAF made a
world record while rescuing civilians
stranded in the 2013 Uttarakhand flash
floods. The force rescued about 20,000
people through some 2,140 missions,
during a 15-day operation called Raahat. 

Besides this,they have been a signif-
icant part of various operations like
Operation Poomalai, Operation Vijay,
Operation Meghdoot, and so on.
Operation Safed Sagar is considered as
the most unique air operations carried
out by any air force in the world. An air
attack was launched against an intrud-
er, under extremes of weather conditions,
at an unprecedented height and subse-
quently won. 

Getting ahead with the times, the
IAF showed equality and growth by
changing the structure of the force,
inducting a large number of women
pilots.

This year marks the 89th Air Force
day, when IAF will be commemorating
the nation’s victory in the 1971 Indo-
Pak war. During the said war, the Indian
Air Force destroyed more than 40
APCs, 29 Pakistani tanks and railway
trains and contributed significantly to
the victory.

The 27th Chief of Air Staff, Air
Chief Marshal Vivek Ram

Chaudhuri, has assumed com-
mand (CAS). He is in charge of
the Indian Air Force, which has
flown more than 3,800 hours on
a variety of fighter and trainer
aircraft. Param Vishisht Seva
Medal (PVSM), Ati Vishisht
Seva Medal (AVSM), and Vayu
Sena Medal have been award-
ed to him. Since several inter-
national aircraft will be
deployed in the near future, his
responsibilities also involve the
modernisation of the fighter aircraft fleet. He'll also
be in charge of installing modern air defence sys-

tems like the Russian S-400,
which will be deployed soon.
He commanded a MiG-29
Squadron, two Air Force
Stations, and Western Air
Command during his tenure.
Deputy Chief of Air Staff,
Senior Air Staff Officer at HQ
Eastern Air Command,
Assistant Chief of Air Staff
Operations (Air Defence),
Assistant Chief of Air Staff
(Personnel Officers), Deputy
Commandant of the Air Force
Academy, and Air Assistant

Chief of the Air Staff were among his various per-
sonnel appointments.
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