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Amid a looming power cri-
sis, as stocks of coal in

power plants have fallen to
unprecedentedly low levels and
States warning of power black-
out, the Ministry of Power has
issued directions to NTPC Ltd
and Damodar Valley
Corporation to supply as much
power as available to Delhi.

This has been done keep-
ing in view the Declared
Capacity offered to Delhi
power distribution companies
(discoms) in the last 10 days.
Coal stocks in power plants
have fallen to low levels, and
States have warned of blackout
and a power crisis. 

The Ministry has also
issued guidelines to ensure the
States do not misuse 
electricity allocated from 
coal-based power stations of
Central Public Sector
Undertakings (CPSUs).

Meanwhile, the Prime
Minister Office (PMO) on
Tuesday reviewed the coal sup-

ply at thermal power plants
across the country. At the
meeting, Power Secretary Alok
Kumar and Coal Secretary AK
Jain made a presentation on
coal and power availability,

sources said, adding that ways
to increase transportation of
coal were also discussed during
the meeting.

The Coal Ministry has
been asked to ramp up the sup-

ply of coal while the Railways
has been asked to make avail-
able rakes to transport the fuel
to power plants, sources said. 

According to sources,
States have been forced to buy
power from exchanges at high
rates to meet demand.
According to sources, Modi is
expected to hold a meeting
soon on the coal issue.

Coal India Ltd has been
asked to augment the coal sup-
ply to power producers to 1.55-
1.6 million tonnes per day this
week and to further scale it up
to 1.7 million tonnes daily
after October 20.

Continued on Page 2
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In a major success, a joint
team of security forces has

neutralised five terrorists in the
last 24 hours in two separate
encounters in the south
Kashmir district of Shopian. 

One of the terrorists killed
in the operation has been iden-
tified as Mukhtar Shah, who
shot Virender Paswan, a street
vendor from Bhagalpur area of
Bihar, last week.  

On the other hand, terror-
ists behind the targeted killing
of schoolteachers and a promi-
nent Kashmiri Pandit phar-
macist have been identified by
the security forces.

According to official
sources these terrorists are
believed to be cadres of LeT
proxy terror outfit The
Resistance Front (TRF).

According to official
sources, the security forces
have identified 25-year-old

Basit Ahmed Dar, a resident of
Kulgam, as kingpin of the “hit
squad” who carried out the
Pandits’ killing in Srinagar. 

Dar had come on the radar
of the security forces after he
started working under the
command of Abbas Sheikh, the
self-styled chief of TRF.

According to official
sources, Dar and three others
— including Mehran Shalla, a
youth in his early 20s and a res-
ident of Nawa Kadal in down-

town city, and another young
man Adil — were part of a
four-member terror squad that
carried out the attacks on
Hindus in the city. 

The officials said the group
was involved in the killing of
Kashmiri Pandit businessman
Makhan Lal Bindroo, school
principal Supinder Kaur and
teacher Deepak Chand, both of
whom taught in the same
school located at Eidgah. 

Continued on Page 2
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Domestic airlines will be
able to operate at 100 per

cent of their pre-Covid capac-
ity from October 18. The
Ministry of Civil Aviation on
Tuesday lifted restrictions on
capacity on domestic flights
keeping in mind the rise in
demand for air travel ahead of
the festive seasons and declin-
ing Covid-19 cases. 

The Government’s move
will enable airlines to operate
more flights and will push up
passenger loads as the festive
season rush begins across
India. The fresh circular marks
the fourth consecutive upward
revision. The Ministry had
capped domestic airline capac-
ity since May 2020. Currently,
the cap on the capacity for
domestic flights is at 85 per

cent since September 18. 
“After review of the current

status of Scheduled Domestic
Operations viz-a-viz passenger
demand for air travel,” the
Ministry has been decided to
“restore the scheduled domes-
tic all operations with effect
from 18-10-2021 without any
capacity restriction,” the order
stated. According to the
Aviation Ministry, the decision
to ease the norms on flight
capacity was taken after review-
ing the current air travel.  

“The airlines/airport oper-
ators shall, however, ensure

that the guidelines to contain
the spread of Covid are strict-
ly adhered to and Covid appro-
priate behaviour is strictly
enforced by them during the
travel,” it said.

This means that from the
winter schedule which comes
into effect from the end of next
month, airlines can have a full
complement of domestic
flights. Airlines will be allowed
to not just return to pre-pan-
demic levels but go beyond that
as well depending on demand.
However, apart from strictly
following Covid protocols, a

few other restrictions will con-
tinue to be applicable on
domestic flights. These include
the maximum and minimum
fare caps and no selling of food
and snacks in less than 
two-hour journey.

The carriers were operating
72.5 per cent of their pre-
Covid domestic flights since
August 12. Between July 5 and
August 12, the cap stood at 65
per cent, whereas between June
1 and July 5, the cap was 
at 50 per cent. 

When the Government
resumed the scheduled domes-
tic flights on May 25 last year
after a two-month break, the
Ministry had allowed the car-
riers to operate not more than
33 per cent of their pre-Covid
domestic services. The cap was
gradually increased to 80 per
cent by December 2020. The 80
per cent cap remained in place
till June 1 this year.

On October 9, the Indian
carriers operated 2,340 domes-
tic flights, which is 71.5 
per cent of their total 
pre-Covid capacity.

Continued on Page 2
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The Subject Expert
Committee (SEC) on

Covid-19 has granted emer-
gency use approval to Bharat
Biotech’s Covaxin for children
in the 2-18 years age group.

Now it awaits the final
approval from the Drugs and
Controller General of 
India (DCGI).

The Hyderabad-based
pharma completed phase-2
and phase-3 trials of Covaxin
on children below 18 years of
age in September and submit-
ted the trial data to the DCGI
early this month.

“After detailed delibera-
tion, the committee recom-
mended grant of market autho-
risation of the vaccine for the
age group of 2 to 18 years for
restricted use in emergency

situation,” the subject expert
panel said in a statement.

The made-in-India vac-
cine will be administered in
two doses, with a gap of 20 
days between the first and 
second dose.

Back in August, India had
granted emergency use approval
also to ZyCov-D’s Covid-19
vaccine for children between the
ages of 12 and 18. The vaccine
is developed by pharmaceutical
firm Zydus Cadila and is the
first DNA vaccine to be
approved in the world.

In a statement, Bharat
Biotech said the clinical trial
data it had submitted was thor-

oughly reviewed by the Central
Drugs Standard Control
Organisation (CDSCO) and
SEC, who provided their pos-
itive recommendations.

“This represents one of the
first approvals worldwide for
Covid-19 vaccines for the 2-18
age group. Bharat Biotech sin-
cerely thanks the DCGI, Subject
Experts Committee, and
CDSCO for their expedited
review process. We now await
further regulatory approvals
from the CDSCO prior to prod-
uct launch and market avail-
ability of Covaxin for children,”
the vaccine developer said.

Continued on Page 2
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Amit Khare, a 1985 batch
IAS officer of Jharkhand

cadre who retired as higher
education secretary on
September 30, has been
appointed as adviser to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi for
two years on contract basis, a
personnel ministry order
issued on Tuesday said.

The Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet has
approved the appointment of
Khare as adviser to the Prime
Minister in Prime Minister’s
Office, in the rank and scale of
secretary to the Government of
India, on contract basis, ini-
tially for a period of two years,
it said. He joins the Prime
Minister’s Office after ex-cab-
inet secretary PK Sinha and ex-
secretary Amarjeet Sinha left
the PMO as advisers this year.
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Delhi Power Minister
Satyender Jain on Tuesday

slammed the Centre over the
coal shortage and said the Delhi
Government has been com-
pelled to buy electricity at five
times the average rate.

Jain said all coal-based power
plants supplying power to Delhi
are non-functional. “It looks like

the crisis is being created. If
there is no shortage of coal, why
is NTPC not producing electric-
ity to its full capacity,” Jain said.

“Delhi has gas-powered
electricity generating plants but
the Central Government has
stopped giving gas to Delhi at
controlled rate because of which,
we have to buy gas at market rate
to generate electricity,” the
Minister added.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday once

again asked the international
community to take measure to
prevent Afghan territory from
becoming a source of radical-
isation and terrorism. 

The PM also called for
“urgent and unhindered”
humanitarian assistance to
Afghan citizens and under-
lined the need for having an
inclusive administration 
in that country.

In a virtual address at the
G20 Extraordinary Summit on

Afghanistan, Modi also called
upon the international com-
munity for a unified response
based on United Nations

Security Council Resolution
2593 to improve the situation
in Afghanistan.

Continued on Page 2
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In a relief to Delhi Police
Commissioner RK Asthana,

the Delhi High Court ruled on
Tuesday that there was no
irregularity, illegality or infir-
mity in the appointment of the
Gujarat-cadre IPS officer as the
Delhi Police head.

The court dismissed a PIL
challenging his selection and
observed that the landmark
Prakash Singh judgment on the
appointment of DGPs is not
applicable to Union Territories
like Delhi. A bench of Chief
Justice DN Patel and Justice
Jyoti Singh said that the pro-
cedure adopted for appoint-
ment of the 1984-batch IPS
officer was being followed for
“nearly over a decade”.

Continued on Page 2
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday slammed

elements who try to dent India’s
image in the name of human
rights violations and asked
people to be aware of them.

Speaking at the 28th foun-
dation day of the National
Human Rights Commission
(NHRC), the PM castigated
those who engage in “selective
interpretation” of human rights
and look at its violation with an
eye on political loss and gains.
He said such conduct is 
harmful to these rights as 

well as democracy.
Modi said similar inci-

dents are seen differently by
some people as they describe
human rights keeping their
own interests in mind. 

“Some even try to dent the
country’s image in the name of
human rights violation, and
people should beware of 
them,” he said.  

Continued on Page 2
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Thiruvananthapuram: The
number of active Covid-19
cases in Kerala dropped below
one lakh — 96,646 to be exact
— on Tuesday after it had
breached that figure more than
five months back during the
start of the second wave.

The State today reported
7,823 fresh Covid-19  cases and
106 deaths, taking the caseload
to 48,09,619 and fatalities to
26,448, an official press release
said.

On April 19, the State had
breached the one lakh mark
with 1,07,330 active cases after
reporting 13,644 fresh Covid-
19 infections. The State has
been showing a decline in the
daily fresh cases after crossing
the 30,000-mark post-Onam
festival in August.

With 12,490 more people
recovering from the virus since
Monday, the total recoveries
touched 46,85,932 and the
active cases dropped to 96,646,
the release said.

As many as 86,031 samples
were tested in the last 24 hours.

Among the 14 districts,
Thrissur recorded the highest
number of cases with 1,178, fol-
lowed by Ernakulam (931) and

Thiruvananthapuram (902).
Of the new cases, 53 were

health workers, 35 from outside
the State and 7,353 infected
through contact with the
source of it not being clear in
382. There are currently
3,43,082 people under surveil-
lance in various districts, of
whom 3,31,243 are in home or
institutional quarantine and
11,839 in hospitals. PTI

#�������	�������5��	�	
�����6���
������	"� Gangtok: The Sikkim

Government on Tuesday lifted
inter-state travel restrictions
in the festive season allowing
people to enter the State with-
out producing negative RTPCR
test reports or vaccination cer-
tificates at the border, as the
Covid-19 situation has
improved, according to a noti-
fication.

The notification was issued
by the home department.

This will help both home-
grown and outside tourists
who want to travel during the
festive season. In another noti-
fication,  the education depart-
ment of the Himalayan state
said students from Lower KG
to Class 8 can now attend
offline classes from October 18.

Classroom teachings have
already started for classes 9 to
12 from September 27. PTI
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The Maharashtra
Government has issued

standard operating procedures
(SOPs) for cinema halls, audi-
toriums and drama theaters,
which are set to reopen from
October 22, allowing them to
operate at half the capacity. 

Social distancing and other
Covid-19-related norms must
be followed, said the guidelines
issued on Monday.

Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray had last month
announced that cinema halls
and drama theatres in the state
can reopen from October 22.

The Government on
Monday came out with three
separate GRs (Government
Resolutions or orders).
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Surat: A special POCSO court
in Surat in Gujarat on Tuesday
sentenced a man to 20 years rig-
orous imprisonment for kid-
napping and repeatedly raping
a minor girl in 2017.

Special POCSO court judge
Dilip Mahida sentenced Indrajit
Arak (30) to 20 years in jail and
also fined him �20,000, failing to
pay which will see him in jail for
an additional year. The court
also ordered payment of �1.5
lakh to the victim as compen-
sation under a State
Government scheme.

The victim, the daughter of
a migrant worker, had gone
missing from her house in
Sachin GIDC police station lim-
its in April, 2017 while playing
with her friends, after which a
missing person complaint was
lodged. PTI
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Hyderabad: A local court on
Tuesday sentenced a 45-year-old
man to Rigorous Imprisonment
(RI) for life for sexually assault-
ing a 12-year-old girl in June 2018.

The First Additional
Metropolitan Sessions Judge B
Suresh found the man, who ran
a tea stall, guilty under relevant
sections of the Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act and IPC and sen-
tenced him to rigorous life impris-
onment (life imprisonment for
remainder of his natural life).

The court slapped a fine of �
20,000 on him. According to the
prosecution, the man forcibly
took the girl on a two-wheeler to
a real estate office on June 16 2018
and sexually assaulted her.

Later, she narrated the inci-
dent to her mother, who filed a
complaint and the man was
subesquently arrested. PTI
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Jaipur: Congress leader Sachin
Pilot on Tuesday said the
Rajasthan Government and
the State police are working to
thoroughly investigate the
irregularities in the conduct of
the Rajasthan Eligibility
Examination for Teachers-2021
(REET).

He said there will no laxi-
ty in the investigation and
strict action will be taken
against the culprits.

"The education minister
has already given a statement.
Police are doing their work.
Some people have been arrest-
ed also. It is a serious matter
and we need to go to its roots.
There will be no laxity in the
action taken by the
Government and the police.
Strong action will be taken
against the culprits," Pilot told

reporters in Tonk.
The Congress leader is

currently on a tour of the Tonk
constituency, which he repre-
sents in the State 
Assembly.

He took stock of the facil-
ities at the Saadat Hospital in
Tonk on a random inspection
and spoke to the patients and
their family members.

The former deputy Chief
Minister distributed land allot-
ment letters and cheques
among the beneficiaries of var-
ious government schemes and
listened to the issues raised by
Congress workers during the
"Prashasan Shehro ke Sang"
event.

District Collector
Chinmayee Gopal and other
officials were present during
the event. PTI 

Barmer: A police constable allegedly raped a
woman at her house in Rajasthan's Barmer district
and was thrashed by her family members after she
raised an alarm, officials said on Tuesday.

The accused constable, Sultan Singh, who is
posted at Sheo police station, has been suspend-
ed, they said.

Singh entered the woman's house and alleged-
ly raped her on Monday night. After the woman
raised an alarm, her family members caught the
constable and thrashed him badly, police said.

Singh was hospitalised after the incident, they
said. He was suspended after the woman reg-
istered a complaint against him, they added.

The matter is being investigated by Deputy
Superintendent of Police Pushpendra Singh Hada,
the officials said. PTI
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RSS head Mohagwat on Tuesday
regretted the fact that there is

a lack of correct information about
Veer Savarkar in today's India. He
said that in the current political sce-
nario in the country,  thoughts of
Savarker are much needed.

While speaking at the book
launch — ‘Veer Savarkar: The
Man Who Could Have Prevented
Partition,’ Bhagwat said, "There is
a lack of correct information about
Veer Savarkar in today's India.

The things that are needed of
Savarkar in today's time are in this
book. There is a campaign to
defame Savarkar. They are defam-
ing because of their nationality of
India, because their shop may be
closed."

Mohan Bhagwat further said
that Sir Syed Ahmed is the father
of Muslim discontent.

The RSS chief once again reit-

erated that the ancestors of all those
living in India are the same irre-
spective of their caste and creed. All
the people living in India are
Hindus, he said, adding the mean-
ing of Hinduism here is very
broad.

He also advised people of all
faiths to live together.

The  RSS head  said all the reli-
gions that came to India were wel-
comed. "So don't talk of separation,
don't talk of special rights."

Objecting to the use of the
word minority, Mohan Bhagwat
said that there is no such thing as
minority. "We are one, we are the
inheritors of the same culture, in
spite of differing rituals and lan-
guages. No appeasement, and wel-
fare of all. Everyone has rights, so
also duties," he said.

Bhagwat further said that
Savarkar never accepted anything
blindly. "He didn't hate Muslims, he
knew Urdu too. There are many

thoughts in a democracy. Those
who do not know the generosity of
Savarkar's ideas, they defame there.
Savarkar had given a statement that
Gandhiji is needed by the country.
Gandhiji should work keeping his
health in good health, because he
is needed. 

Ambedkar and Gandhiji have
been appreciated by all, but petty
people have made frivolous things
and condemnation about 
Savarkar.

He further said that walk
equally, equal in duties, and equal
in fruits, there is no minority. Our
motherland cannot be divided.
Lohia also used to talk of Akhand
Bharat.

On the occasion, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh was also
present. Singh said that “people are
not able to understand” Savarkar
because a lot has been said by many
people with different 
ideology.

From Page 1
After declining in Covid cases

and easing of economy, airports
across the country have witnessed a
massive rush. On Friday, a number
of flyers missed their flights due to
inadequate measures at the Mumbai
airport terminal which couldn’t han-
dle the passenger crowding brought
on by the weekend and festive sea-
son. 

Several videos went viral show-
ing long queues at Terminal 2 at CISF
security gates with passengers jostling
and struggling to reach their board-
ing gates on time. Kolkata and
Chennai airports also witnessed
chaos during the weekend due to the
huge rush.

According to the reports, Airlines
witnessed around 61,100 departures
in September as compared to 39,628
departures in the same month of
2020. The number of departures in
the month gone by higher by around
6 per cent, as Covid-19 infections
demonstrated a downward 
trajectory.

From Page 1
At the same, taking note of

the Delhi Government’s claims
of possible power crisis due to
coal shortage, the Power
Ministry issued directions say-
ing, “Keeping in view the
Declared Capacity (DC) offered
to the Delhi DISCOMs, the,
Ministry of Power has issued
instructions on 10.10.2021 to
NTPC and DVC as under so as
to secure power supply to Delhi
Discoms as per their allocations
made to them under the respec-
tive power purchase agree-
ments.” 

Following the directives of
the Central Government, NTPC
and DVC have agreed to pro-
vide Delhi with a steady supply
of power. The gas available
from all sources including
SPOT, LT-RLNG etc may be
included while offering the DC
to Delhi discoms.

NTPC on Tuesday tweeted
along with data for 11 days till
October 11, 2021 that it has
been making available required
power for Delhi. 

As the data shows (1st
October to 11th October), Delhi
DISCOMs have been schedul-
ing only 70 per cent of power
that has been made available by

the NTPC. The discoms in the
city scheduled (or got supply of)
38.81 million units (MU)
against the 54.83 MU declared
capacity entitlement (or made
available by the NTPC).

The Ministry has also came
out with a fact  sheet on the
power supply situation in Delhi
saying the maximum demand of
Delhi was 4,536 MW (peak) and
96.2 MU (Energy) on October
10, 2021. It further added that
there was no outage on account
of power shortage, as the
required amount of power was
supplied to them. It said in the
last two weeks, there was not a
single day, when the Delhi’s
power requirement was not
met by the Centre.

As per its data, on October
10, energy requirement in the
National Capital was 96.2 MU
and the availability was 96.2
MU, while the peak demand
was 4,536 MW and it was fully
met. 

Likewise on October 9, the
energy requirement was 96.9
MU and the availability was also
96.9 MU. The peak demand was
4,569 MW and it was again met.
On October 8, the peak demand
was 4,839 MW and it was met
by the Centre.

It is to be noted that on
October 5, Delhi’s energy need

was 112.4 MU and the avail-
ability was also 112.4 MU. The
demand had surged to a level of
5,189 MW and this was also
met.

The decision to allocate
power to the national Capital
has been announced a day after
Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal said
Delhi will soon be on the verge
of a power crisis due to the acute
shortage of coal in the nation-
al Capital. He also wrote to
Modi, asking for intervention in
the matter.

The Government has issued
guidelines to ensure they States
do not misuse electricity allo-
cated from coal-based power
stations of Central PSUs. In a
separate order, the Ministry
warned that if any State is found
selling power in power exchange
or not scheduling this unallo-
cated power, their unallocated
power may be temporarily
reduced or withdrawn and real-
located to other States which are
in need of such power.

Under these guidelines,
the States have been requested
to use the unallocated power for
supplying electricity to the con-
sumers of the State; and in case
of surplus power, the States are
requested to intimate so that this
power can be reallocated to
other needy State, it said

From Page 1
Though Modi did not name

any person or organisation, the rul-
ing BJP has been critical of a sec-
tion of human rights groups,
including those with a global pres-
ence, for allegedly highlighting
cases of HR violations selectively
and in a one-sided manner to tar-
get the Government. 

In his speech, the Prime
Minister cited a number of mea-
sures taken by his Government to
deliver basic needs like toilets,
cooking gas, electricity and homes
to the poor and said this give rise
to their aspirations and make
them more aware of their rights.
He said by making a law against
“triple talaq”, his Government has
bestowed new rights on Muslim
women. Modi also spoke of the
measures like 26-week maternity
leave and more stringent law for
rape to highlight his dispensation’s
empowerment of women. 

Addressing the foundation day
of the NHRC, Home Minister
Amit Shah appreciated the work
being carried out by the rights
body for creating awareness among
people of the country about their
human rights over the last 28
years of its existence. The Home
Minister said the NHRC, since its
inception, has disposed of 20 lakh

cases and awarded Rs 205 crore
compensation to scores of people
for violation of human rights,
which is commendable. 

NHRC Chairperson Justice
Arun Kumar Mishra said social
service organisations and human
rights defenders should strongly
condemn political violence and
terrorism as apathy on this issue
engenders “fundamentalism”.
Noting that a large number of peo-
ple have lost their lives to political
violence globally in the last century,
he said it was unfortunate that
political violence has “still not
stopped” in the country and
abroad.

“India has the spirit of
‘Sarvadharma Sambhav’ (harmo-
ny of religions). Everyone has
freedom to build a temple or
mosque or a church. But in many
countries, such liberties are not
there,” the NHRC chief said.
Lamenting that humans were hell-
bent on destroying humanity, he
said, in the 20th century a large
number of people have died due to
political violence globally. 

“It is unfortunate that political
violence has still not stopped in the
country and abroad (‘Desh-videsh
mey rajnaitik hinsa aaj bhi samapt
nahin hui hai’),” he said. The
NHRC chairperson also said that
“killers of innocent people cannot
be glorified”. 

From Page 1
The court said some “free movement

of joints” has to be given to authorities in
such matters in view of the unique require-
ments of the national Capital.

“As many as 8 erstwhile Police
Commissioners in Delhi, have been
appointed by the Central Government
since 2006 prior to the appointment of
Respondent No.2 (Asthana), following the
same procedure as has been followed for
appointment of Respondent No.2 herein.
There has never been any objection to the
said appointments...Either by UPSC or any
other party,” the court stated in its 77-page
judgment.  

Asthana, serving as the Director-
General of Border Security Force, was
appointed the Commissioner on July 27,
four days before his superannuation on July
31. 

Petitioner-lawyer Sadre Alam sought
quashing of the July 27 order of the
Ministry of Home Affairs appointing
Asthana as the Delhi Police Commissioner
while granting him inter-cadre deputation
and extension of service by one year.

Noted lawyer Prashant Bhushan who
first approached Supreme Court on the
matter accused Alam of copy-pasting his
petition. The judgment said that this was
an “unhealthy” practice. In the last week of
August, Supreme Court said it will hear on
the matter after the High Court’s judgment
asking the petitioner Bhushan’s NGO CPIL

to implead in the High Court. 
“Before we part with the judgment, we

may add a note of caution to the Petitioner...
Counsel for the petitioner had disputed and
denied the allegation and asserted that the
pleadings in the petition are his own cre-
ation. We do not wish to precipitate the
issue any further but are constrained to
observe that such a practice is certainly
unhealthy and deserves to be deprecated
and the petitioner shall be well advised to
refrain from indulging in such an exercise,
in the future,” the bench said. 

The court further clarified that the
Supreme Court’s decision in Prakash Singh
case, which mandated a minimum tenure
for certain police officials and the consti-
tution of a UPSC panel before selection, was
not applicable to the appointment of Police
Commissioner for Delhi but were “intend-
ed to apply only to the appointment of a
State DGP”. 

“It ought to be kept in mind that Delhi,
being the Capital of India, has a unique, spe-
cial, and specific requirement. It has wit-
nessed several untoward incidents and
extremely challenging law and order situ-
ations/riots/ crimes, which have an inter-
national implication, which in the wisdom
of the Central Government necessitated the
appointment of an experienced officer
possessing diverse and multifarious expe-
rience of heading a large Para-Military
Security Force apart from other factors.”As
brought out in the counter affidavit by
Respondent No. 1 (Centre), the impugned
order was passed keeping in background the
aforesaid factors,” the court said.

From Page 1
The emergency use authorisation,

however, is subject to certain condi-
tions. The developer of Covaxin will
continue the study as per Whole
Virion, Inactivated Corona Virus
Vaccine the approved clinical trial pro-
tocol. It will have to provide updated
prescribing information/package Insert
(PI), Summary of Product
Characteristics (SmPC) and factsheet,
said an official from the Union Health
Ministry. Moreover, the firm should
submit safety data including the data
on AEFI and AESI, with due analysis,
every 15 days for the first two months
and monthly thereafter and also as per
the requirement of New Drugs &
Clinical Trials Rules, 2019, it said.

Meanwhile, the World Health
Organistion (WHO) is yet to grant
emergency use authorisation to
Covaxin. Bharat Biotech had report-
edly submitted all documents required
for the listing to the WHO by July 9,
and the WHO review process, which
takes close to six weeks, had com-
menced by July-end.

From Page 1
The officials said security agen-

cies gathered CCTV footage from all
the locations and joined the dots to
zero in on the squad that was respon-
sible for the killing of civilians, espe-
cially the minorities.

Sharing details of the twin anti
terrorist operation a Jammu and
Kashmir police spokesman said,
“During the past 24 hours two anti-
terrorist operations were carried out
in twin villages of Shopian viz, Tulran
and Feeriporaout resulting in which
five terrorists were neutralised. The
killed terrorists include terrorist
Mukhtar Shah, who was involved in
the targeted killing of a non-local ven-
dor at Lal Bazar area of Srinagar”.

The police spokesman said the
search operations were launched late
Monday evening in the village Tulran. 

“Despite establishing contact with
the hiding terrorists the operation was
halted due to darkness. The terrorists
were also given repeated opportuni-
ties to surrender but in the wee hours
they fired on the joint search party
and the fire was retaliated”. 

In the ensuing encounter, three
terrorists were killed and their bod-

ies were retrieved from the site of the
encounter. The police spokesman
said the killed terrorists have been
identified as Danish Hussain Dar res-
ident of Ray Kapren Shopian, Yawar
Hussain Naikoo resident of Pahlipora
and Mukhtar Ahmed Shah resident
of Sindbal, Ganderbal.

As per police records, the killed
terrorists were linked with proscribed
terror outfit LeT (TRF) and remained
part of groups involved in several ter-
ror crime cases including attacks on
security establishments and civilian
atrocities.

In another encounter at Feeripora
the operation remained suspended
during the night but the first contact
was established with the terrorists at
around 10.00 am. According to police,
the terrorists ignored the repeated
reminder for laying down their arms
and targeted the security forces. “In
retaliation two terrorists were killed.
They have been identified as Ubaid
Ahmad Dar resident of Ray Kapren
and Khubaib Ahmad Nengroo resi-
dent of Braripora,” it said.

As per police records, both the
killed terrorists were linked with
proscribed terror outfit LeT and
involved in several terror crime
cases.

From Page 1
“Participated in the G20

Summit on Afghanistan. Stressed
on preventing Afghan territory
from becoming the source of rad-
icalisation and terrorism,” Modi
tweeted.

“Also called for urgent and
unhindered humanitarian assis-
tance to Afghan citizens and an
inclusive administration,” he said.

The UNSC resolution, adopt-
ed on August 30 under India’s pres-
idency of the global body, talked
about the need for upholding
human rights in Afghanistan,
demanded that Afghan territory
should not be used for terrorism
and that a negotiated political set-
tlement should be found out to the
crisis. The Ministry of External
Affairs said Modi noted that every
Indian feels the pain of Afghan
people facing hunger and malnu-
trition and emphasised the need
for the international community to
ensure that Afghanistan has imme-
diate and unhindered access to

humanitarian assistance.
“The Prime Minister also

underlined the need to ensure that
Afghan territory does not become
a source of radicalisation and ter-
rorism, regionally or globally,” it
said in a statement.

The MEA said Modi called for
enhancing the joint fight against
the nexus of radicalisation, ter-
rorism and the smuggling of drugs
and arms in the region.

“In order to preserve the socio-
economic gains of the last 20
years and to restrict the spread of
radical ideology, the Prime
Minister called for an inclusive
administration in Afghanistan,
which includes women and
minorities,” it said.

“He conveyed support for the
important role of the United
Nations in Afghanistan and called
for renewed support of the G20 for
the message contained in UN
Security Council Resolution 2593
on Afghanistan,” it added.

It said Modi called on the
international community to forge
a unified international response
without which it would be difficult
to bring about the desired change
in Afghanistan’s situation. 
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The Special Cell of Delhi
Police has arrested a

Pakistani national, who had
been living in the National
Capital’s Laxmi Nagar area
after obtaining Indian identity
cards through forged docu-
ments. Police said that they
have also recovered an AK-47
assault rifle along with two
magazines and 60 rounds, two
pistols with 50 rounds and a
hand grenade from the alleged
terrorist.

The man has been identi-
fied as Mohammad Ashraf
alias Ali Ahmed Noori, a resi-
dent of Pakistan's Punjab
province. According to Pramod
Singh Kushwah, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Special Cell, on
October 12, specific inputs
were received that Ashraf was
staying in the Laxmi Nagar
area.

“A police team of the
Special Cell was deployed at
Laxmi Nagar area and after
consistent efforts, it resulted in
the identification of Pakistani
national Ashraf. The team
acted swiftly and apprehended
the suspect,” said the DCP.

“Preliminary interrogation

revealed that Ashraf had been
acting as head of the sleeper cell
nodes in India and had been
assigned to carry out an attack
during the festive season at the
behest of Pakistan’s ISI.

Ashraf had been staying in
India using a fake identity of

Ali Ahmed Noori, a resident of
Shastri Park in Delhi,” said the
DCP. 

“In 2004, he got his train-
ing from a Pakistani ISI handler
code name Nasir in Siyalkot,
Pakistan. Nasir motivated him
to be a part of the sleeper cell

for subversive activities for
Pakistan in India and after
completion of his training,
Ashraf managed to enter India
through the Siliguri border,
West Bengal,” said the DCP.

“He then went to Ajmer
and befriended a maulvi at a

local masjid, Ajmer. In 2006, he
accompanied the said maulvi to
Delhi. He came to the factory
of a relative of the maulvi in the
walled city area and started
Tilawat (daily wages prayer
job) at factories in that locali-
ty,” said the DCP.

“Ashraf met other relatives
of the maulvi and managed to
win over their trust and start-
ed receiving money from his
ISI handler Nasir through
Western Union Money
Transfer through IDs of the
maulvi’s relatives. 

During his stay in the
country, he was in regular
touch with his Pakistani han-
dler, Nasir through different
secure communication chan-
nels,” said the DCP adding that
recently he was tasked by his
Pakistani handler to orchestrate
terror strikes during the festi-
val season.

“The recovered arms and
ammunition were arranged by
the Pakistani handler to carry
out the same. 

Ashraf is also suspected to
be involved in many terror
strikes in Jammu and Kashmir
and other parts of India in the
past,” said the DCP adding that
further investigation is going
on.
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Just a few days after the Delhi
Disaster Management

Authority (DDMA) prohibited
the public celebration of
Chhath at the Yamuna River
banks and water bodies in the
midst of the ongoing
Coronavirus pandemic,
Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia on Tuesday wrote to
Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya to issue
guidelines for the festival.

In a letter to the Union
Health Minister, Sisodia wrote,
“You are aware that for the last
18 months, Delhi as well as the

entire nation has faced the sit-
uation arising out of the Covid-
19 pandemic in an unprece-
dented manner. Last year also,
in view of the threat of the
Covid-19 epidemic, decisions
were taken to celebrate Chhath
festival throughout the country
as per the instructions of the
Government of India.”

It may be recalled, that as
per the DDMA’s fresh guide-
lines for Covid-19 issued in
October beginning, Chhath
Puja celebrations in the city
have been prohibited in public
places and people have been
advised to celebrate it in their
homes.
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Tuesday

announced that the ‘Red Light
On Gaadi Off ’ campaign will
start on October 18.

Citing PCRA (The
Petroleum Conservation
Research Association) report,
Kejriwal encouraged Delhiites
to participate in the campaign
and turn off the engine at red
light. “A PCRA report states
that turning off cars at red
lights can save about �250

Crore and reduce pollution by
13-20 per cent. we can all
avoid using our personal vehi-
cles at least once a week to save
fuel and reduce pollution.”

Delhi Government has
launched various campaign,
instance – anti-dust campaign,
Green War Room, free spray-
ing of  Pusa- made de-com-
poser in paddy fields etc.., for
fight against pollution in win-
ter season when meteorologi-
cal factors play vital role in the
dispersion of Suspended
Particulate Matters (SPMs).

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) supremo said, “The
pollution levels stay within the
safe limits throughout the year
but during this time of the year,
it starts to increase gradually.
One can go and check my
tweets in the last 3-4 days and
observe how the pollution lev-
els have been on the rise.

The reason behind this
rise is the fact that the
Governments of the neigh-
bouring States did not at all try
to help their farmers in man-
aging the stubble. 

The farmers have been
forced into burning their stub-
ble. It is very evident in NASA’s
satellite images that stubble
burning has started in the
neighbouring states. Thanks to
all of this Delhi will have to

again bear with incessant win-
ter pollution.”

H also mentioned about
ten -point Winter Action Plan
and urged masses to join cam-
paign and said, "If we start to
follow these three solutions-
save fuel and combat pollution
by switching off our engines on
red lights, use public transport
and avoid using our vehicles
and be active and responsible
on the Green Delhi App to
notify the Government of any
ongoing activity causing dust
and pollution, then we will be
making great progress in our
fight. Throughout the last few
years, we have worked hard in
fighting against pollution, and
we will continue to do so with
all the efforts of the people of
Delhi.”
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Delhi Congress president
Anil Kumar on Tuesday

criticised the Delhi
Government for “hurting”
the sentiments of
Purvanchalis by not allowing
permission to celebrate
Chhath Puja while following
Covid-19 protocols.

Kumar said that Kejriwal
has strong “anti-
Poorvanchali” sentiments
that were witnessed during
Covid-19 pandemic lock-
downs in 2020 and 2021.
“Millions of Poorvanchalis
were forced to leave the cap-
ital and marched towards
their native places on foot but
the Delhi Government did
not provide any help,” he
said.

Chhat Puja, the most
important religious festival of
Poorvanchalis, has now

become a part of the religious
calendar of Delhi and people
are allowed to perform it, he
added. 

The Delhi Disaster
Management Authority
(DDMA) in an order last
week prohibited Chhath Puja
celebrations at public places,
including riverbanks, water
bodies and temples, in view
of the Covid-19 situation.

BJP MP Manoj Tiwari on
Saturday had also urged the
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal to allow the devotees
to celebrate Chhath Puja
while following COVID-19
protocols, The BJP MP said
that he will not accept a
complete ban. Delhi BJP chief
Adesh Gupta on Monday
had said the party will cele-
brate Chhath puja in the
Capital and all three munic-
ipal corporations will make
necessary arrangements.
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The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) MP from East Delhi

rushed to Safdarjung Hospital
after being hit by a water cannon
during a demonstration in front
of Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal's residence. According
to sources in Delhi BJP, Manoj
Tiwari sustained injuries near his
neck and underwent treatment
at Safdarjung Hospital. “If open-
ing of swimming pools in the
Capital has not led to a spike in
Covid cases, how will Chhath
Puja celebrations where people
stand in water for a short while
spread infection?" Tiwari ques-
tioned the AAP Government.
"The Government can make
the body temperature check
mandatory for entry into the
Chhath Puja sites and also make
it necessary to video record the
celebrations. Nearly two crore
vaccine doses have been admin-
istered in Delhi. Covid cases are
at an all time low. Chhath is cel-
ebrated by maintaining social
distance, as fasting women are
not supposed to touch anyone.
It can be celebrated while adher-
ing to all the Covid-19 guide-
lines," he said.
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Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Tuesday urged

Delhiites to help bring down
pollution in the city by giving
up vehicle use once in a week
and turning off engines of
vehicles at red lights.

He also noted that pollu-
tion caused locally was in safe
limit but stubble burning in
other states was increasing it.

"I have been tweeting air
quality data for past one
month. It shows pollution has
started increasing because
neighbouring states did not
help their farmers who are
forced to burn paddy straw
stubble," he said.

The Chief Minister said
that it is high time that
Delhiites took responsibility

to bring pollution down.
It is necessary that every

individual takes responsibility
and contributes to the three
measures including 'Red Light
On Vehicle Off ' campaign
starting from October 18, to at
least reduce pollution generat-
ed locally, he said.

Experts say keeping vehi-
cle engines off at red lights
could save �250 crore and
reduce pollution by 13-20 per-
cent, he said.

He also urged people to use
public transport or car pool to
avoid use of their own vehicle
at least once in a week. 

People should also become
eyes and ears of the Delhi gov-
ernment by reporting inci-
dents of pollution like garbage
burning so that it could be
checked, he added. 
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The national Capital report-
ed 34 new cases on Tuesday

while the positivity rate stood
at 0.06 per cent, according to a
health bulletin issued by the
health department of the Delhi
Government.

A total of 61094 tests -
39,156 RT-PCR tests and
21,938 rapid antigen tests --
were conducted a day ago, the
bulletin said.As per the bulletin,
the Covid case tally in Delhi
reached 1439252 of which over
14.13 lakh patients have recov-
ered. The death toll has risen to
25,089.

The national Capital has
12,600 ICU beds as on Tuesday.

Delhi battled a brutal second
wave of the pandemic in April
and May that claimed a massive
number of lives with the issue
of oxygen shortage in hospitals
adding to the woes.

On April 20, Delhi had
reported 28,395 cases, the high-
est in the city since the begin-
ning of the pandemic. On
April 22, the case positivity rate
was 36.2 per cent, the highest
so far. The highest number of
448 deaths was reported on
May 3. The Delhi Government
has taken steps to increase the
number of hospital beds to
accommodate up to 37,000
patients a day and to become
self-reliant in terms of oxygen
supply.

Gurugram: Gurugram-based
fitness trainer and Martial Arts
expert M A Murtoza registered
his name in the Limca Book of
Records (LBR) by performing
101 consecutive full-contact
knee strikes using only one leg
in 1 minute.Murtoza's achieve-
ment was recognized by Limca
Book of Records. He had made
many attempts earlier to enter
the  Limca Book of Records.

Finally, with diligence, he
has now been successful and the
42-year-old Murtoza has
entered the LBR's 2020-2022
edition. Talking about his
achievement Murtoza said "This
was not an easy task to grab this
achievement. It required a lot of
patience and hard work to com-

plete your aim. This record is
dedicated to my father who has
left to us suddenly".However,
Murtoza had participated in the
event in May 2019 but due to
the covid pandemic, a cut-off of
the Limca Book of Records
was released in May
2021.Meanwhile, this was the
30th edition of the Limca Book
of Records which has been
launched on September 20
2021. “My aim behind attempt-
ing the record was to make the
society and youth aware about
the importance of health and fit-
ness in today’s hectic life. Every
citizen’s need to adopt the con-
cept of Fit India, which is the
key to a hale and healthy soci-
ety,” he added.
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As part of the countrywide
searches covering 41 loca-

tions in the arms licensing
racket, the CBI on Tuesday
searched the residence of
Baseer Khan, the former advis-
er to Jammu & Kashmir Lt
Governor Manoj Sinha. Besides
Basheer’s residence, the agency
also conducted searches at 40
locations in other parts of the
country, including New Delhi
and Madhya Pradesh.

Khan, a promoted IAS offi-
cer, was relieved of the charge
of advisor earlier this month.
He was made an advisor in
March last year when G C
Murmu was the Lt governor
and he continued in the post
under Murmu's successor
Sinha.

The CBI searches were
conducted at around 41 loca-
tions including at Srinagar,
Anantnag, Banihal, Baramulla,
Jammu, Doda, Rajouri,
Kishtwar (Jammu & Kashmir),
Leh, Delhi and Bhind (Madhya
Pradesh) at the official and res-
idential premises of around 14
then public servants including
then District Magistrates
(IAS/KAS) among others.

In addition to this, the
agency also searched the
premises of several clerks and
five private persons (middle-
men/agents); around 10 Gun
houses/dealers in the on-going

investigation of a case related
to arms licence racket.

“During searches,
Incriminating documents
including issuance of arms
licences, list of beneficiaries,
documents related to invest-
ment in FDRs and other sale
proceeds, property documents,
bank account details, locker
keys, diary comprising incrim-
inating details, arms licence
Registers, electronic gad-
gets/mobile phones and some
cash including old currency
were recovered,” the CBI said in
a statement.

The CBI had registered
two cases on the request of
Jammu and Kashmir
Government and further noti-
fication from the Centre, and
took over the investigation of
two FIRs—No.18 of 2018 dated
May 17, 2018 earlier regis-
tered at Police Station Vigilance
Organisation Kashmir (VOK)
and FIR No. 11 of 2018 dated

May 17, of Police Station
Vigilance Organisation Jammu
(VOJ) on the allegations of bulk
issuance of arms licenses in the
erstwhile State of J&K during
the period 2012 to 2016.

It was alleged that more
than 2.78 lakh arms licences
were issued to the non-entitled
persons. CBI also collected
documents pertaining to the
issuance of said armed licences
allegedly spread over 22 dis-
tricts of J&K.

During investigation and
scrutiny of documents, the
role of certain gun dealers was
also found who in connivance
with the public servants like the
then DM and ADM of the con-
cerned district, had allegedly
issued such illegal arms licens-
es to the ineligible persons.

It was also alleged that the
persons who got these licences
were not residents of the places
from where the said arms
licences were issued.
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The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Tuesday

searched multiple locations
here and in the National
Capital Region in connection
with its probe related to the
recent seizure of 2,988 kg of
heroin at Gujarat's Mundra
Port, an official said.

The searches were con-
ducted at five places including
residential premises and
godowns at Lajpat Nagar,
Alipur, Khera Kalan, New
Delhi and Noida in connec-
tion with the seizure of semi
processed Talc stones with
contraband drugs imported by
Aashi Trading Company, the
NIA said.

During searches, vari-
ous incriminating docu-
ments, articles and items
were seized by NIA, the
agency said.

The agency earlier this
month took over the case
from the Directorate of
Revenue Intelligence (DRI)
following an order from the
Union Home Ministry and
registered a criminal com-
plaint under Sections of the
Narcotic  Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act and the
Unlawful  Activit ies
Prevention Act (UAPA).

The case relates  to
seizure of 2988.21 kg of nar-
cotics substance (heroin) at

Mundra Port, Gujarat, hav-
ing involvement of foreign
nationals in procurement
and delivering of consign-
ment, it said.

The narcotics drugs
Heroin was found concealed
in the import consignment of
‘Semi-processed Talc stones’
originating from Afghanistan
which had arrived from
Bandar Abbas Port, Iran.   

On September 13, the
DRI detained two containers
that had arrived at Mundra
Port from Kandahar in

Afghanistan via Bandar
Abbas port of Iran.

The declaration accom-
panying the containers
claimed they had "semi-
processed talc stones".

However, a thorough
examination by DRI had
established that the two con-
tainers in fact contained
2,988 kg of heroin worth
�21,000 crore, which was
concealed in "the lower lay-
ers" of "jumbo bags" topped
with talc stones, an official
release had said.

The DRI had arrested
eight persons, including five
foreign nationals, in con-
nection with the seizure of
the drugs

Raids were also carried
out by the NIA soon after fil-
ing the case.Searches were
then conducted by the NIA
in Chennai, Coimbatore and
Vijayawada at premises of
the accused.
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The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Tuesday

conducted searches at multiple
places across Kerala, Karnataka
and Tamil Nadu in connection
with its probe in the Edakkara
Maoist case.

The agency conducted
searches at twenty locations at
the premises of accused
Maoists across Tamil Nadu,
Kerala and Karnataka.

The searches were carried
out at twelve locations in Tamil
Nadu, in the districts of
Chennai, Coimbatore, Theni,
Ramanathapuram, Salem,
Kanyakumari, and Krishnagiri,
three locations in Kerala  in the
districts of  Wayanad, Thrissur,
and Kannur, and five loca-
tions in Karnataka in the dis-
tricts of Chikmagalur,  Udupi
and Shimoga, Karnataka, the
agency said.

“During the searches con-
ducted today, digital devices
including mobile phones, SIM
cards, pen drives, documents
including books, manifesto,
pamphlets and other incrimi-
nating materials have been
recovered from the premises of
the accused persons,” the NIA
said in a statement.

The case was originally
registered as FIR No. 249/2017
dated September 30, 2017 at

police station Edakkara,
Malappuram, Kerala and was
re- registered by the NIA on
August 20 this year.

The case registered under
various provisions of the Indian
Penal Code, Arms Act and
Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act relates to the
conspiracy by members of
CPI (Maoist), a proscribed ter-
rorist organisation for con-
ducting  training camp, arms
training, flag hoisting and cel-
ebrations for formation day of
CPI (Maoist) during the last
week of September 2016 in the
Nilambur forest area. The
accused were also booked for
engaging in anti-national activ-
ities, threatening the unity,
integrity  and security of India.

After investigation by State
Police, five accused persons
Kalidas, Danish alias Krishna,
Rajan Chittilapilly, Dinesh D H
and T K Rajeevan were
chargesheeted on May 18, 2021.
Investigation by NIA is con-
tinuing against the involve-
ment of remaining 20 members
of CPI (Maoist).
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Amid growing Chinese mus-
cle-flexing in key water-

ways in the region, including
Indo-Pacific, Chief of US naval
operations Admiral Michael
Gilday arrived here on Tuesday
on a five-day visit coinciding
with the second phase of the
Malabar exercise, involving the
navies of the Quad countries,
that commenced during the
day in the Bay of Bengal.
Admiral Gilday held exten-
sive talks with Navy Chief
Admiral Karambir Singh.

The Indian Navy began
participating in the second
phase of Multilateral Maritime
Exercise Malabar along with
the Japan Maritime Self
Defence Force, Royal
Australian Navy (RAN) and
the United States Navy.

The exercise is being con-
ducted in the Bay of Bengal
from October 12 – 15. First
Phase of the exercise was con-

ducted in the Philippines Sea
from August 26 – 29.

The Indian Navy’s partici-
pation includes INS Ranvijay,
INS Satpura, P8I Long Range
Maritime Patrol Aircraft and a
Submarine. The US Navy will
be represented by the Aircraft
Carrier USS Carl Vinson along
with two destroyers, USS Lake
Champlain and USS Stockdale.

The JMSDF will be repre-
sented by JS Kaga and JS
Murasame. The Royal
Australian Navy will be repre-
sented by HMAS Ballarat and
HMAS Sirius.

“The Second Phase of the
exercise would build upon the
synergy, coordination and
interoperability developed dur-
ing the First Phase of the exer-
cise and would focus on
advanced surface and anti-
submarine warfare exercises,
seamanship evolution and
weapon firings,” officials said.

The Malabar series of exer-
cises, which began as an annu-

al bilateral naval exercise
between India and the US in
1992, has seen increasing scope
and complexity over the years.

The 25th edition of
Malabar, being conducted in
two phases, while observing all
protocols during the COVID-
19 pandemic, is reflective of
the commitment of the par-
ticipating countries to sup-
port a free, open, inclusive
Indo-Pacific as well as a rules-
based international order, they
said.

On Tuesday Admiral
Gilday’s talks with Navy Chief
Admiral Karambir Singh cov-
ered issues on boosting over-
all bilateral maritime security
cooperation.

During the talks, a range of
issues including the regional
security scenario, the situation
in the Indo-Pacific and ways to
further expand bilateral mar-
itime cooperation, officials
said.

"Thank you Admiral Singh
and the @indiannav for host-
ing me during my visit to

India. We are committed to
operationalizing our
#USIndiaDefense partnership,
including through enhanced
information-sharing, regional
security, and exercising at sea
together," Admiral Gilday
tweeted.

He is also scheduled to
visit Indian Navy's Western
Command in Mumbai and
Eastern Command at
Visakhapatnam where he is
scheduled to interact with the
respective Commander-in-
Chiefs.

"Admiral Gilday is also
scheduled to embark the US
Navy's Carrier Strike Group off
the East Coast of India along
with an Indian delegation,"
Indian Navy Spokesperson
Commander Vivek Madhwal
said.

The Carrier Strike Group
is being led by nuclear-pow-
ered US aircraft carrier Carl
Vinson and it is participating
in the second phase of the
high-voltage Malabar exercise
from October 12-15.
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Scientists have identified mol-
ecules in the blood that can

detect dementia about two to
five years before its onset, mak-
ing the diagnosis of the condi-
tion—via a simple blood test.

The biomarker discovered
by researchers at the DZNE and
the University Medical Center
Gottingen (UMG) is based on
measuring levels of
microRNAs—which influence
the production of proteins and

thus a key process in the metab-
olism of every living organism.

As the technique is not yet
suitable for practical use, the
scientists aim to develop a sim-
ple, low-cost blood test, similar
to the rapid test for SARS-CoV-
2, and can be applied in routine
medical care to assess demen-
tia risk.

According to the study
data, presented in the scientif-
ic journal EMBO Molecular
Medicine, microRNAs could
potentially also be targets for
dementia therapy.

“When symptoms of
dementia manifest, the brain
has already been massively
damaged. Presently, diagnosis
happens far too late to even
have a chance for effective
treatment. If dementia is detect-
ed early, the odds of positively
influencing the course of the
disease increase,” said Andre
Fischer, Professor at the
Department of Psychiatry and
Psychotherapy at UMG.

“We need tests that ideally
respond before the onset of
dementia and reliably estimate

the risk of later disease. In other
words, tests that give an early
warning. We are confident that
our current study results pave
the way for such tests,” Fischer
added.

Through extensive studies
in humans, mice and cell cul-
tures, the researchers identified
three microRNAs whose levels
were associated with mental
performance.

For this, they analysed data
from both young, cognitively
normal individuals and from
elderly people with mild cog-

nitive impairment.
The findings showed that

in healthy individuals, levels of
microRNAs correlated with
mental fitness.

The lower the blood level,
the better the subjects per-
formed in cognition tests. In
mice, in turn, this score
increased even before the
rodents started to show mental
decline—regardless of whether
this was due to age or because
they developed symptoms sim-
ilar to those of Alzheimer’s
dementia.
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In tandem with the global
cyber safety needs and the

importance of cyber hygiene,
the National e-Governance
Division (NeGD) and UN
Women India on Tuesday
jointly organised a webinar
on “Cyber Safety for Women
and Girls” with the National
Cyber Security Awareness
Month celebrations.

The webinar marked the
beginning of jointly launched
series of initiatives by NeGD
and UN Women India under
the broader theme of ‘India’s
digital dreams and cyber safe-
ty’ to encourage safe and equal
online spaces for women and
girls. It acknowledged the grav-
ity of rising cybercrimes and
violence, and the need to

encourage safe and equal
online spaces for women and
girl celebrations.

Abhishek Singh, CEO,
NeGD and also CEO, MyGov
& CEO and MD, Digital India
Corporation, said: “Through
The Information Technology
(Intermediary Guidelines and
Digital Media Ethics Code)
Rules, 2021, brought out in
February 2021, Government of
India is bringing 
sanity to the social media plat-
forms that are commonly used
and ensuring that the rights of
everyone, especially women
and girls, are protected.”

Susan Ferguson, UN
Women’s Country
Representative for India,
expressed her optimism
towards bringing about aware-
ness and attitude change.
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India saw the lowest daily rise
in Covid cases on Tuesday

since early March as 14,313
fresh infections were regis-
tered, said the Government
which is reportedly aiming for
100 crore vaccination anytime
soon . 

Till Tuesday, the country
reported over 96 crore vacci-
nation coverage under the
nationwide vaccination pro-
gramme. 

A total of 181 Covid-19
related deaths were reported in
India in the past 24 hours,
according to the Union Health
Ministry. The current recovery
rate is 98.04%, highest since
March 2020.

With a sharp decline of
12,449 active cases, the coun-
try's active case load stands at
2,14,900 the ministry data
showed. Active cases account
for less than 1% of total cases,
currently at 0.63%.

India's Covid-19 tally had
crossed the 20-lakh mark on
August 7, 2020, 30 lakh on
August 23, 40 lakh on
September 5 and 50 lakh on
September 16. 
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Kanpur/Mathura: Kickstarting
his party's "mission 2022" with
a "rath yatra", SP chief Akhilesh
Yadav on Tuesday hit out at the
BJP, saying it has "crushed
farmers" and on return to
power in Uttar Pradesh would
"crush the Constitution" as
well.

The former UP CM
launched the "Samajwadi Vijay
Rath Yatra" from UP's Kanpur
and it will cover all 403
Assembly segments ahead of
the 2022 Assembly polls in the
state. 

Meanwhile, Shivpal Yadav,
who is Akhilesh's uncle and
heads the Pragatisheel
Samajwadi Party, also launched
a "Samajik Parivartan Yatra"
from Mathura.

Akhilesh launched the
yatra after taking blessings of
his father Mulayam Singh
Yadav on Monday. 

The yatra was flagged off
by "Khazanchi", a child who
was born in a queue outside a
bank during demonetisation
days.

A Mercedes bus has been
transformed into the "rath".
Besides Mulayam Singh Yadav,
it displays photographs of Dalit
icon B R Amdedkar, Acharya
Narendra Deva, Ram Manohar
Lohia, Jayprakash Narayan,
former president APJ  Abdul

Kalam, party veteran Janeshwar
Mishra and jailed MP
Mohammad Azam Khan.

The yatra will pass through
Kanpur, Kanpur Dehat,
Hamirpur and Jalaun in the
first phase and promises to
make people aware about the
"corrupt, autocratic and sup-
pressive" policies of the BJP
government and establish "real
democracy".

Attacking the ruling party,
Akhilesh said, "The BJP has
crushed farmers and if they
come back to power, they are
all set to crush the
Constitution." 

"Therefore, the Samajwadi
Vijay Rath will go to people and

throw the BJP out of power,"
the former CM said in appar-
ent reference to the mowing
down of farmers in Lakhimpur
Kheri last Sunday.

"This rath will go on con-
tinuously for restoring the
rights and honour of farmers,"
he added.

Akhilesh exhorted party
workers to reach out to people
and seek their support.

On the importance of
Kanpur, Akhilesh said his party
worked for its 
development.

"It is a big and industrial
city. Today, business establish-
ments here have closed down.
This city can not only give

employment to the youth but
can also improve the economy
of the country and our party
will work for it," he said.

He recalled that his father
Mulayam Singh Yadav had also
started his "rath yatra" from this
town and the party is following
that tradition.  

"I am confident that peo-
ple will give their support and
the SP government will be
formed with majority,"
Akhilesh remarked.

Highlighting the signifi-
cance of the yatra, an SP
spokesman said whenever the
party has taken out such a
yatra, it has come to power.

Exhibition of photographs
of Samajwadi Party's Muslim
face Azam Khan indicates the
party efforts to cash in on his
popularity among the minori-
ty community and also evoke
their sentiment against the BJP
for sending him and his son to
jail in Rampur.
Akhilesh's estranged uncle
Shivpal Singh Yadav also
launched a "Samajik Parivartan
Yatra" from Mathura.

Congress leader Acharya
Pramod Krishnam was seen on
his rath.  The Congress leader
told reporters in Vrindavan
that he has come to give his
"subhkamna" (good wishes) to
Shivpal Yadav. PTI
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Massive searches continued during the day
in the thickly forested area of Dera Ki Gali

in Surankote area of Poonch on Tuesday to track
down the footprints of the terrorists believed to
be hiding in the area before moving towards
Kashmir valley.

Five Indian Army soldiers including a JCO
had made a supreme sacrifice in the line of duty
on Monday.  

Deputy Inspector General of Police (Rajouri-
Poonch Range) Vivek Gupta told reporters in
Poonch, "during a cordon and search operation
in the area a patrol party of the Indian Army was
targeted in which five soldiers sacrificed their
lives on Monday". 

He said the joint parties have cordoned off
the area and the operation is still going on in
the area. "We want to take it to its logical con-
clusion in the shortest possible time", he added.

DIG Vivek Gupta also claimed the group of
terrorists was already camping in the area and
had not infiltrated recently. "We believe the
group was present here for the past 2-3 months".
The frontier districts of Rajouri and Poonch have
become active for the last couple of months.

Several infiltration bids have been attempted and
few among them have been successful. Since July
2021 several encounters took place in the
Sunderbani,Nowshera and Thanna Mandi areas
of Rajouri and a group of terrorists were neu-
tralised in Poonch while the terrorists were head-
ed to Kashmir valley via Pir Ki Gali along the
Mughal road axis.

Meanwhile,  the Indian Army also organ-
ised a wreath laying ceremony in Rajouri
before dispatching the mortal remains of mar-
tyred soldiers to their native places.Defence
Spokesman Lt-Col Devender Anand said, "rich
tributes were paid to the fallen soldiers who laid
down their lives during the conduct of Counter
Terrorist operation in general area Thanamandi
on 11 October 2021".  "Wreaths were laid by
senior Army officers  and civil dignitaries.

Jammu: PDP president
Mehbooba Mufti claimed on
Tuesday that the Jammu &
Kashmir administration had
prior information about attacks
on minority community mem-
bers but ignored the inputs to
provide security to Union min-
isters, who came here to ampli-
fy the BJP's "fake narrative and
propaganda" about normalcy in
the Union Territory.

At least seven people have
been killed by terrorists this
month in the Kashmir valley. Of
those killed, four belonged to
minority communities and six
of the deaths were reported
from Srinagar. Mufti also
claimed that 700 civilians were
arrested in the aftermath of the
recent killings with the intention
to "shift the blame and absolve
themselves".

"J&K admin had prior
information about attacks on

minorities. Yet they chose to
ignore these inputs. Instead
they were busy providing secu-
rity to Union Ministers who
were brought to Kashmir to
amplify BJP's fake narrative &
propaganda of so called nor-
malcy in J&K," she wrote on
Twitter.

The former Jammu &
Kashmir Chief Minister is on a
five-day tour of the Chenab val-
ley region. During her visit, she
has addressed PDP workers'
conventions at different places
since Sunday.

"Not taking responsibility &
arresting 700 civilians shows
their intention to shift blame &
absolve themselves. Collective
punishment & humiliation of an
entire population has become
the one size fits all approach to
resolve problems caused due to
GOI's punitive policies,"  Mufti
said in another tweet. PTI
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Anew modus operandi to
woo potential targets

towards narcotics is emerging
fast in Kerala. The State has
become a den of drug pushers
and addicts, if the number of
cases being busted by the excise
and narcotics control depart-
ments are any indication. But
what has shocked the officials
is the number of women being
held along with the contraband.

Two women in their early
twenties formed the five-mem-
ber team that was arrested by
the Police last week from a sub-
urb in Ernakulam on charges of
drug pushing. They were not
ordinary girls but good looking
women hailing from upper
middle families. An investigat-
ing officer said on condition of
anonymity that they could
sweet-talk anyone to consume
any kind of drugs.

The arrest of a 40-year-old

high school teacher from
Ernakulam’s Kakkanadu area
has sent shockwaves across the
State. She is known for her flu-
ent speeches and skills to attract
anyone towards her. “Even the
well educated and widely trav-
elled persons would find it dif-
ficult not to believe her. Efforts
are on to find out the students
who have been cornered by his
voluptuous teacher,” said an
investigating officer.

The teacher, whose name
has been given as Susmitha
Philips, was reportedly in con-
tact with many film personali-
ties. “She was a regular in the
rave parties held by many film
stars. We are scrutinizing her
phone calls and bank account
details to establish her role as a
pusher as well as junkie,” said
the officer.

Though there were past
instances of women being
arrested  for possession of mar-
ijuana and brown sugar, all of

them were from the lower stra-
ta of society.  “This is the first
time we are coming across
characters like Philip and the
girls mentioned earlier. There
are reasons to believe that
Kerala has been taken over by
narcotics smugglers,” said a
senior official.

Rishiraj Singh, an Indian
Police Service officer who once
headed the Excise Department
of the State had warned the
authorities about the hydra
headed minster all set to swal-
low the society. “Curiosity, Peer
Pressure, and Stress are the fac-
tors which make the youngsters
getting drawn towards nar-
cotics,” said Rishiraj Singh. He
said the drug consumption in
the State has seen manifold
increase over the last two
decades. “The facts and figures
under the possession of the
State Crime Records Bureau
speak volumes about this,” said
Singh.
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At a time when divisive forces
are engaged in polarizing

the society this festive season
Mother Goddess Durga seems
to have brought from the heav-
ens a distinct message of com-
munal peace and harmony.

Cut to south-central
Kolkata. One may have heard
Muslims taking part in Hindu
festivities or vise versa but here
the story is a tad different. A
group of Muslim youth has
revived a long abandoned
Durga Puja at the Alimuddin
Street locality --- which is
known for housing the State
CPI(M) headquarters.

Till about 15 years ago the
Hindu families of the area used
to organize the Durga Puja. But
almost all of them have migrat-
ed to some other places leading
to the closure of the decades’ old
Puja in this neighbourhood,
locals say. The Puja had started

in the mid fifties but was dis-
continued post 2005. 

“We also missed the Pujas
badly as we had played inside
and around the pandal for years
when we were youngsters … but
we were not sure how the
Hindu people would take it if we
initiated a Puja on our own …
But when a local Hindu broth-
er came with the idea of reviv-
ing it we lapped it up … more
because Pujas had been fun to
us since we were young … even
our parents came here when
they were kids,” said Md Ashraf
a local resident.

The young Muslim boys
immediately prepared a budget
and raised “chanda” (donation)
--- and needless to say with only
two Hindu families around the
entire funding had to be done
by the Muslim brothers … and
they happily did so,” said Tausif
who bore the maximum cost to
make the arrangements.

“It feels great blowing conch

shells and ringing bells … ini-
tially we were not sure whether
it would be in the fitness of
things for a Muslim person to
blow conch shells or whether
the Durga Maata would accept
the prayers … but when we
were told that She is everyone’s
Mother and that she accepts
anything given with love we
started doing things with more
freedom … in fact all the fruits
were cut by us and the Purohit
(priest) is only doing the ritu-
alistic part of it,” said Ejaz.

The Muslim boys have
renamed the club Sishupal
Foundation Durga Puja
Committee. About a dozen
Muslim youth promised almost
in one voice to organize the
Pujas for years “till we are there
and after us our children...”

In fact “we love the khicri
bhoga very much so we are
making special arrangements to
prepare khichri here,” said Tausif
adding “all the four days of fes-

tivities we are not eating any
non-veg because it is a matter of
pleasing your Mother … believe
me this Mother is no different
from that mother back home …
in fact we have asked the priest
to tell us the story of the Pujas
right from Mahalaya Day.”

Another gentleman said
sounding philosophical, ”we
have known how the demon
Mahishasura was killed by the
Goddess … he also said that it
is all symbolic … the demon
and God are two feelings that
reside inside us and through the
Puja we revive the God and kill
the demon …”

Though the Muslims have
taken part in Durga Pujas in
other areas like Khidderpore
and Muhammad Ali Park the
one at Alimuddin Street is an
exception because it is almost an
“all-Muslim Puja” sources said
adding there are plans to devel-
op it into a big ticket Puja in the
years to come.
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Aminor fire broke out on
Tuesday at Bengal State

secretariat Nabanna, sources
adding the fire broke out on the
14th floor just above the office
of Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee.

The fire was caused due to
a short circuit in the mobile
towers atop the building,
sources said adding the police
immediately called the Fire
Brigade and it took three
engines to douse the 
flames.

Though no casualty was
reported as there was no staff
inside the 15 storey building
across Hooghly River where the
State secretariat was tem-
porarily shifted by Banerjee
after the 300-year-old Writers
Buildings was vacated for ren-
ovation.
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Lakhimpur Kheri (UP): The
Uttar Pradesh Police took MoS
Home Ajay Mishra's son
Ashish to the Crime Branch
office here on Tuesday for
interrogation in the Lakhimpur
Kheri violence case, a day after
a court sent him to three-day
police custody, an official
said.

Chief Judicial Magistrate
Chintaram on Monday had
granted three-day police
remand, with the condition
that Ashish Mishra would not
be harassed and his lawyer
would remain present during
interrogation.

He was arrested on
Saturday night in connection
with the October 3 Lakhimpur
Kheri violence in which eight
people, including four farmers,
were killed.

The police had demanded
a 14-day remand of Ashish, but

got a three-day remand begin-
ning October 12 and it will end
on October 15, senior prose-
cution officer (SPO) SP Yadav
had told reporters. Ashish
Mishra was questioned for 12
hours in the Crime Branch
office on Saturday before his
arrest. Now the Special
Investigation Team, set up by
the state government to probe
the case, will interrogate him
about the incident, the senior
police official said.

Elaborate security
arrangements have been made
in and around the police line,
he added.

Ashish Mishra was named
in an FIR following allegations
that he was in one of the vehi-
cles that mowed down four
farmers protesting over UP
Deputy Chief Minister Keshav
Prasad Maurya's visit on
October 3.

Lakhimpur Kheri (UP): Police
here on Tuesday arrested one
more person in connection
with the Lakhimpur Kheri vio-
lence and produced him in a
court, which sent him to 14-
day judicial custody.

Senior prosecution officer
SP Yadav said they have sought
14-day police custody of
Shekhar Bharti and the hearing
in this regard will take place on
Wednesday.

He was sent to 14-day judi-
cial custody, the officer said.

With Bharti's arrest, police
so was have arrested four peo-
ple.  

Earlier, they had arrested
Union minister Ajay Mishra's
son Ashish Mishra, 
Luvkush and Ashish Pandey in
connection with the violence,
in which eight people, includ-
ing four farmers, were 
killed.

SP Yadav said two people-
-Ankit Das and Latif-- moved
applications for surrender at
the CJM court. PTI

Lucknow: BSP president
Mayawati on Tuesday ques-
tioned the "silence" of Congress
leaders over the lynching of a
Dalit youth in Rajasthan and
suggested that the Supreme
Court should take suo moto
cognizance of the case as it had
done in the Lakhimpur Kheri
violence in Uttar Pradesh.

She also questioned the
silence of the Congress leader-
ship over the "ruthless murder
in Rajasthan" and accused the
party of restricting its Dalit
leaders from speaking on this
topic.

In a tweet in Hindi, the
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)
president said, "In the latest
incident in Congress-ruled
Rajasthan, the ruthless murder
of a Dalit was discussed and
condemned all over the coun-
try, but the Congress leadership
not only kept mum but also
imposed restrictions on its
Dalit leaders from speaking
about it. This is very sad and
shameful."

Alleging that Dalits hold
no importance for the
Congress party, she said, "This
proves that in the eyes of the
Congress party and their gov-
ernments, there was no impor-
tance of Dalits in the past and
now also there is no concern
for their lives, properties and
safety. The new CM of Punjab
and the new leader of Gujarat
have also maintained silence by
adopting double 
standards."

"The FIR was lodged three
days after the killing in
Rajasthan due to which there
are scant chances of the fami-
ly getting justice from the
Government. Therefore, like
the Lakhimpur Kheri case of
UP, if the Supreme Court takes
suo moto cognizance of this
matter as well, it would be bet-
ter," she said in another tweet.

The Dalit man, identified
as Jagdish, was thrashed to
death by the accused on
October 7 in the Prempura area
of Hanumangarh.

The accused also shot a
video of the entire incident in
which they are seen giving
water to the victim to drink and
then beating him  up repeatedly
with sticks. 
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Jaipur: Rajasthan CM Ashok
Gehlot on Tuesday targeted
BJP leaders for comparing a
Dalit man's killing in the State's
Hanumangarh  with the
Lakhimpur Kheri violence, say-
ing they are "foolish" and  lack
"sense" on how to react to an
incident.  

He also took a dig at the
Centre over the coal crisis,
saying it  is their responsibili-
ty to bring states out of the
trouble.  The comments of the
chief minister invited a sharp
reaction from BJP leaders, one
of whom said it is Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi who lacks
"sense".

On October 7, a man was
beaten to death in Prempura
town of Hanumangarh over his
alleged love affair. Police have
so far arrested seven people.  

Gehlot said he himself con-
demns such incidents and took
prompt  action, after which the
accused were apprehended.  

"Such foolish people have
become their (BJP) office-bear-
ers, who don't even have sense
on how to react to an incident.
Nobody has gone to the house
of the dead. They are sitting
here and want to remain in
news," Gehlot told reporters.  

He further said, "It is for
the first time that I am seeing
leaders who are becoming chief
ministerial candidates and talk-
ing such stupid things, and are
asking why Priyanka Gandhi or
Rahul Gandhi is not coming to
Rajasthan?"  

The chief minister said the
prime minister, Union home
minister or BJP national pres-
ident should come to see what
happened there.  

"We ourselves condemn it.
We took immediate action and
the accused were nabbed,"
Gehlot said.  

Replying to a question on
the coal crisis in the country,
Gehlot said prices have

increased and coal is not avail-
able.  

At such a time, it becomes
the responsibility of the Centre
to bring the states out of this
crisis, he said, adding that he
hopes that the Union power
minister will find a solution.  

"It would be dishonesty if
someone says there is no short-
age of coal. Everyone knows
there is a shortage of coal and
states are in trouble. And it is
the responsibility of the Centre
to get the states out of trouble,"
Gehlot said.  

When asked that Union
Minister of State for Home Ajay
Mishra has not been sacked
after the Lakhimpur Kheri vio-
lence, Gehlot said that's why
the Congress is agitating con-
tinuously.   "People were killed
in broad daylight. We saw peo-
ple die in riots. We heard that
people are killed in police
encounters but we haven't seen
such deaths.  PTI
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India along with its sharehold-
ing in Air India Express
Limited (AIXL) and 50 percent
in the ground handling joint
venture AISATS will pass on to
the new owner. The
Government will absorb the
balance debt of �46,262 crore,
which will be transferred to a
special purpose vehicle (SPV)
set up by it — Air India Assets
Holding Limited. When adjust-
ed against non-core assets such
as land and buildings worth
�14,718 crore that will also be
parked in the SPV and the cash
amount of �2,700 crore from
Tatas, the net liability on the
government comes to �28,844
crore.

Apart from 141 planes and
control of 4,400 domestic and
1,800 international landing and
parking slots at domestic air-
ports, as well as 900 slots at air-
ports overseas, Tatas will also
have the ownership of iconic
brands like Air India, Indian
Airlines and the Maharaja.

Tata Sons owns 84 per
cent share in Air Asia which
has a market share of 5.2 per-
cent, and 51 percent stake in
Vistara which has a market
share of 8.3 percent. Together
with Air India's market share of
13.2 percent, Tatas could be in
control of 26.7 percent market
share and be the second biggest
player after IndiGo.

Years after it earned the tag

of 'The Maharaja', Air India's
fortunes plummeted and it
started incurring heavy losses.
Air India has been in losses ever
since its merger with domestic
operator Indian Airlines in
2007. According to the
Ministry of Civil Aviation,
since 2009-10, the Government
has pumped in �1.10 lakh
crore to support Air India.
During 2019-20, the airline
incurred an operational loss of
�8,743.59 crore. In 2020-21, Air
India reported a provisional
operational loss of �6,555.66
crore.

Air India (originally Tata
Air Services) was converted
into a public company after the
World War II and renamed Air
India Limited in 1946.
International services started
between Bombay (Mumbai)
and Cairo, Geneva, and
London, and Air India
International Limited was
formed in 1948. This is the year
when the Nehru Government
purchased a 49 percent stake in
the company. India nation-
alised all Indian airlines and
created two corporations —
one for domestic services and
the other for international.

Senior Tata was deeply
distressed by the decision of the
Nehru Government to nation-
alise the Air India "through the
back door" and even suspect-
ed that the airline was deliber-

ately bad-mouthed so that it
could be acquired after its
value came down, letters writ-
ten by JRD Tata reveal. He shot
off a telegram to Nehru, which
said. "I can only deplore that
such a vital step should have
been taken without giving us
a proper hearing.

“(Former Tata Steel CEO
Russi) Modi and I were called
by (then Communications
Minister) Jagjivan Ram only to
be informed of the
Government's decision to
nationalise the industry.
Although I told him that I had
prepared and brought with
me an alternative scheme,
which in my humble judge-
ment was better calculated to
achieve the Government's
objective, the minister sought
our advice only on questions of
compensation and the like,” he
said.

Tata continued as chair-
man of Air India till 1978,
when his services were uncer-
emoniously terminated by then
Prime Minister Morarji Desai.
Desai sent a terse letter to Tata
informing him of the
Government's decision to
appoint former Air Chief
Marshal PC Lal as the chair-
man of Air India.

(The writer is a Special
Correspondent with The
Pioneer. The views expressed are
personal.)
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Sir — The world is facing an energy
crunch as the supply of natural gas, coal
and other energy sources fails to ade-
quately satisfy demand. Natural gas
prices have risen multifold. India’s power
plants are also running on critically low
coal stocks. As a developing country,
India's leadership role in sustainable
energy and water security has touched
a new high. The state-of-the-art technol-
ogy is taking shape and the world's
biggest Hybrid Renewable Energy Park
in Gujarat's Kutch is one such step in the
right direction.

In the coming years, energy storage
will play a key role in making renewable
energy a firm source of power and fur-
ther reducing the landed cost of renew-
able electricity. Additionally, with the
advent of electric vehicles, using renew-
able energy in the charging infrastruc-
ture will further boost the growth of the
industry. With the Government’s sup-
port, developers getting long term visi-
bility in terms of project pipeline and
actual off-takers witnessing value in
adopting solar electricity, India is poised
to secure its renewable future. It will be
tough going for industries to survive with
limited stock of coal until the supplies
are restored.

CK Subramaniam | Mumbai 
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Sir — The 13th round of corpse com-
mander-level talks between India and
China did not yield any creative solution
to the ongoing border tussle between the
two countries. The mounting tension on
the border keeps us all on tenterhooks.
It is quite sad and disheartening to read
the news of the uncertainty prevailing at
the Line of Actual Control (LAC) in
Ladakh. Indians who live near the bor-
der have always been bearing the brunt
of the border clashes. Most of them have
been living under fear and discomfort.
The cold and contemptuous attitude of
China in initiating the process of genuine
disarmament and disengagement seems
to ruin the hope of reviving peace and

harmony on the border.
Mobilising more troops and weapons

systems on the LAC and blaming each
other will not help both sides to evolve
a creative and lasting solution for this
ongoing face-off. Both sides will have to
realise the fact that an aggressive militaris-
tic move will not yield a permanent solu-
tion for this ongoing scuffle. If a war
breaks out between the two countries it
will have devastating and irreparable
damage on both sides. The Governments
of both the countries and some samari-
tans from their military wings must come
forward to augment the process of estab-
lishing peace and harmony at the border. 

Prabhakaran Vallath | Kozhikode

����	
���	������	
������	
���
Sir — Assam's Kaziranga National Park
is home to the one-horned rhinoceros.
These animals are on the brink of
extinction.  It is common knowledge that
poaching is the biggest threat to any ani-
mal — endangered or otherwise. The
horns of Rhinoceros are thought to be
of medicinal use, and the one — horned

rhinos are considered exclusive to India.
India is home to approximately 80 per
cent of the world's Rhino population.
Recently, nearly 2,500 horns of the rhi-
nos that were stored by the Assam
Government’s treasuries were put to fire
by the authorities in Kaziranga, and the
event was given  wide publicity.  

Rightly so because apparently the
Government wanted to send a message
or two to the poachers that if it can burn
so many horns at once, then it only
means the horns have no medicinal or
ornamental value whatsoever. These
horns were seized from poachers and
from the deceased rhinos. Countries like
China have revoked the ban on the use
of “medicinal parts” of Rhinoceros long
ago. The problem lies in India's close
proximity to  China. The whole
Northeast and northern part of West
Bengal are always on high alert because
of their international borders. 

Ganapathi Bhat | Nagpur

% # % . 1 � 0 3 ?  � % # � � 3 � �

%%%0���-1'�!��� 0#!"
 ����

%*�
�>��	���	
������I =���6�	��3	
������I 	��������*�
�>��	���	
����>

���� �!"#�$��� ��% &' $�()*(+�,��-��.�.�

 4

����
		
��
  �������
��
$
��##�7 #$8�$!��79":����;$:�

����������������
����	����	%�������8��	����	��"���'�5��������
:�7���
��

�����"���	����������� 	�� �
���	��
��	�(��	� �����������"��������������
��

�:8�����5�9
77
�886��A�3<��
�
�:A<5��65�A2

��A�85�A2
��3
��7��A��78��

<3��:8�B�7���8
5:88�J�3�C�A22

7
�B
7
�
85�
��6��8D
D8�
�:8��
�7
�8�

��55�+� 56�557���%$56+

��2�
��8�9�+

2
	�����  ������
����
����	�����	� �������
����	���
 ����
���������	�D���*������
	�
�� �� ��� �	�� ����	��� �	��� ������ ���  	����*

�������	�D���������

%�������
���������-
������	�
�*�:��������������	������
����
�������
�����	����
 ������J����������������	�����-
�	
�*�����������	�����	�������������������
�-
	��	��*����
������
�"��������	�D��������H�	��
������	�	���������J��������
�������
������
�������	��
����011� 	����	��������	���������
�����	��� 01� ������ ���������� �� ������ 
 

�������
��	�	
��������/���	�����*�:�����
�����	��� 	�������
����	��������������	����
���
�������/��������*�����-�
-�	 �����	������
�	�� 
���������������
 ��/�����	
�������	�
��������%*�

:�� ���� �� ��	�%��� 
�� �� ��	��� 	�� �	�� ���
������	���
���������	���
 ��������������"����
�%	��
 ���
�����������������	� ������	����	 �*
:	������%��������%�����
����	����������	����*
:���/�������	���
�������
/-
  	����	�������K���-
������ �	����(� ��	%�*� ��� 5	������ ������� 	�
5����%��������"� ��������������	� 	�� ���%���"
��������	��
��%��"�)�����'��<����������	��:	�
:	���������������"�5���%�	������	���������	�
@
������"� ����%%����� ��	�� 	�� 6��������"
B�����������	��5�����"�������	���	��	��A��
)	����	����	���� �������������� ���� ��
��������� 
 � 
����� ����������"� �������	
D��������	��
����	�����	���� ������	������
��
��������	����	�����
����
����	��*�

	���<�/����#$!�| ��������	
��

�������	�����	�� !	� ��"

���	!�
�
	�
�
�	���#
���	������
�	�
�����

It is indeed a “Ghar Wapsi” for
the debt-laden Air India after
68 years as Tata Sons has won
the bid to take over 100 per

cent of the Government’s stake in
the national carrier. The formal-
ities to complete the handover to
Tata is expected to be completed
by December this year. The real
test of Ratan Tata’s business acu-
men will be to bring back the air-
line on track but it won't be easy
even though there are synergies
between group companies and the
Indian airline. The ailing airline
was originally launched as Tata Air
Services under the leadership of
philanthropist Jehangir Ratanji
Dadabhoy Tata in 1932. A few
years after India’s independence in
1953, the Government purchased
a majority stake in the airline com-
pany. And thus Air India was
nationalised.

To be fair, Air India has good
assets, infrastructure, slots and
bilateral agreement. The Tatas
have companies like Tata engi-
neering, Taj Sats and IHCL among
others which can benefit with Air
India. The Tata’s will need to put
in tens of thousands of crores of
capital to clean up the balance
sheet; pay off liabilities that come
with the airline; and to fix, grow,
and bring the airline to a point
where it can be a meaningful and
an effective global competitor.

This was the third attempt to
sell the national carrier and this
time the Centre went all out,
deciding to offload its entire stake
lock, stock and barrel to the high-
est bidder. Initial attempts to dis-
invest the carrier faced trouble, fol-
lowing which the process was
started again in January 2020 but
the COVID-19 pandemic created
hurdles. In April 2021, the
Government asked potential bid-
ders to put in financial bids. As the
bidders were unenthusiastic about
certain clauses, the Government
had in October last year amend-
ed the clause relating to the trans-
fer of Air India's debt to the new
investor, giving bidders flexibili-
ty to decide on the quantum of
humongous debt they want to
absorb.

Of the �18,000 crore, the
Government will get �2,700 crore
in cash, while the remaining
amount will be debt transferred to
the new entity. With this, the entire
100 per cent shareholding of Air
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Jayaprakash Narayan (popularly called
‘JP’) was one of the most charismat-
ic leaders of India. He represented a
rare confluence of selflessness and

courage of conviction. In his Marxist
years, the followers saw JP as ‘Lenin of
India’ after the Quit India movement of
1942. In the evening of his life, students
and youth conveyed their admiration by
calling him ‘Loknayak’.  It is due to his
unparalleled roles in Indian politics and
society for five decades from 1930s to
1979 that the life-journey of JP continues
to provide a fascinating narrative across
generations of activists and scholars.

At the same time, it has been a per-
plexing fact that Jayaprakash was always
perceived in contradictory ways. For
example, Acharya Vinoba Bhave and
other Sarvodaya associates called him a
saint , while DK Barooah, the president
of Congress (Indira) characterised him a
fascist with corrupt supporters. 

‘The Dream of Revolution - A biog-
raphy of Jayaprakash Narayan’ by Bimal
Prasad and Sujata Prasad (2021, Gurgaon,
Penguin Random House) is an out-
standing book about a worshipper of free-
dom and revolution for at least four rea-
sons. First of all, the father (an eminent
academician) — daughter (a distin-
guished senior bureaucrat) team, repre-
senting two different generations and two
different orientations, knew JP intimate-
ly for decades. 

Secondly, it contains distillation of
several volumes of works about the ideas
and initiatives of JP in a readable book of
just ten short chapters. Thirdly, it address-
es some of the most controversial aspects
of JP’s ideas and initiatives with several
authentic texts and letters. Finally, it sig-
nifies the inter-play between a) the teach-
ings of Gandhi and Vinoba; b) politics of
Jawaharlal Nehru, the socialists and
Indira Gandhi; and c) changing impera-
tives of democratic nation-building in
shaping the lives of Jayaprakash and
Prabhavati. 

The book is worth reading because
the two authors have set an admirable
example of objectivity and self-restraint.
They have not shied away from a critical
assessment but remained quite moderate
when it comes to discuss the qualities of
JP in comparison with other historians.

Reading ‘Dream of Revolution’ was an
illuminating experience for an activist of
the JP movement days like me as it is not
a hagiography of ‘Bharatratna Loknayak
Jayaprakash Narayan’. It is a well-docu-
mented life-story of JP — the rebel-extra-
ordinarily written in a unique style where
often just a single sentence evokes a few
hundred images. Let me present a few
examples of the power of prose from this
book. Here are three such lines from three
separate chapters about his socialist pol-
itics days: 1) ‘One of the most trenchant
critiques of Jayaprakash Narayan’s poli-
tics came from his wife Prabhavati.’ (Ch.
4, p. 53); 2) ‘Jayaprakash viewed the tran-
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In politics, certain poignant
moments give incredible
support to the opposition

parties and adversely affect the
ruling party in a state. The
Singur moment for Trinamool
Congress chief Mamata
Banerjee, former Tamil Nadu
chief minister J. Jayalalithaa’s
lavish spending on her adopt-
ed son’s wedding in 1995 for
the DMK, the Belchi moment
for Indira Gandhi, and Rajiv
Gandhiji’s insult to Andhra
Pradesh chief minister T.
Anjaiah are some examples. 

The recent Lakhimpur
incident where eight people,
including four farmers, were
killed is one such moment that
has come at a most inconve-
nient moment for the Uttar
Pradesh chief minister Yogi
Adityanath just five months
before the Assembly polls.

The Supreme Court has taken
a suo motu notice of the inci-
dent as an added support for
the opposition.  

The opposition has been
fanning the year-long farmer’s
movement against the three
farm laws passed by
Parliament last year. The UP
government has come into
the firing line because of Yogi’s
reluctance to take concrete
action against the alleged cul-
prits, including the Union
Minister of State Ajay Mishra’s
son Ashish, the primary
accused. One of the four farm-
ers was allegedly shot dead by
the minister’s son. The others
have been reportedly run over
by the vehicles of his convoy.

Further, the decision of the
UP government to detain the
opposition leaders, including
Congress General Secretary

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, Satish
Mishra of BSP, and Akhilesh
Yadav of Samajwadi Party,
among others, has given a talk-
ing point to the opposition.

Former Congress chief
Rahul Gandhi vented his frus-
tration by tweeting: "All the
institutions of this country
have been hijacked by the
RSS-BJP. While no action has
been taken against the home
minister’s son, there is a sys-
tematic attack on farmers of
the country. Opposition lead-
ers are not allowed to even visit

Lakhimpur Kheri. Only in a
dictatorship, such things hap-
pen." Many other leaders,
including West Bengal CM
Mamata Banerjee, Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister MK Stalin,
NCP chief Sharad Pawar,
Chattisgarh CM Bhupesh
Baghel, and others, also criti-
cised the State Government.

The political fallout is like-
ly to be heavy for the BJP if the
opposition parties manage to
sustain the Kheri movement
until the elections early next
year. Opposition parties and
the BKU plan to intensify the
agitation by building a narra-
tive around the Lakhimpur
Kheri violence. Samajwadi
Party president Akhilesh
Yadav has announced the
party’s ‘victory rath yatra’ from
October 12. BSP chief
Mayawati has directed the

party cadre to reach out to the
farming community.

Secondly, the Kheri inci-
dent will emerge as a poll issue
hurting the BJP, which won a
massive mandate in 2017.  It
also depends on how quickly
the BJP manages the damage
control before the polls.

UP is very crucial as the
BJP won a massive mandate in
2017. The incident happened
when Yogi was trying to take
some pro-farmer steps such as
withdrawing stubble burning
cases and a substantial increase
in sugar cane prices.  But the
Kheri incident appears to have
washed away the gains.  The
UP Government has constitut-
ed a one-member judicial
commission.

Lakhimpur is the largest
district of UP’s Terai region
with the dominance of the

Sikh farmers’ community that
settled there after migrating
from Pakistan. It is 80 per cent
rural, with most of the popu-
lation surviving on sugarcane
farming. The district is dom-
inated by Brahmins, followed
by Muslims and Kurmis
among non-Yadav OBCs.

Thirdly, the farmer’s agita-
tion is likely to spread to more
areas.  Opposition parties and
the BKU plan to intensify the
agitation by building a narra-
tive around the Lakhimpur
violence. So far, it has impact-
ed the UP border, but now it
has spread to Central UP.
Thirdly, the UP Congress has
been looking for an opportu-
nity for revival. The Kheri
moment is one such that could
help if Congress plays its cards
well. The party has been out of
power since 1989 and has a

feeble presence in the State.
The negative side of this is that
Congress’ revival may hurt
other players like the SP and
the BSP, thus further dividing
the Opposition parties. The
impact would be dramatic if
the opposition came together
and planned a collective action
against the BJP. Right now
there are too many opposition
blocks. 

Fourthly, this is an oppor-
tune moment for the Gandhi
siblings to prove their leader-
ship. If they can improve in UP,
their overall fortune might
also become better.

The Lakhimpur incident
will continue to be a develop-
ing story until the Assembly
polls. Defeating the BJP
depends on how the opposi-
tion plays its cards or it would
be a self-goal.
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sition to socialism not a straight
road, but a tangle of conflicting
paths.’ (Ch. 5, p. 83); and 3) ‘The
recriminatory atmosphere in party
meetings singed Jayaprakash.’(Ch.
6, p. 113).

Here are three other sentences
about his orientation towards
some systemic challenges: 1)
‘Jayaprakash’s utopia was not pred-
icated on the idea of party-less
democracy alone, but on a new
kind of economic structure based
on voluntary limitations of wants.’
(Ch. 7, p. 131); 2) ‘Through the
rumble of history and politics,
Jayaprakash’s life oscillated con-
stantly between the quotidian and
the monumental — and that’s
what makes it so special.’ (Ch. 7,
p. 143); and 3) ‘Stripping away the
accretions of myth enveloping the
Naxalite movement, Jayaprakash
argued that the ground for violence
was prepared by persistence of
merciless exploitation, chronic
poverty and accumulated injus-
tices.’ (Ch. 8, p. 156).

Now we can move to read sim-
ilar power-packed lines about the
most crucial period just before
hisepoch-making leap for ‘Total
Revolution’ (1974): 1) ‘Indira’s
carefully drafted reply to the issues

raised by Jayaprakash was patient,
conciliatory, even a little wistful.’
(Ch. 8, p.167);  2) ‘One wonders if
a sense of dread shot through
Indira upon Prabhavati’s death. For
with her death, the voice of mod-
eration in Jayaprakash’s life also
died.’ (Ch. 8, p.169); and 3) ‘The
year 1973 closed not with a revo-
lution but certainly the intimations
of one.’ (Ch. 9, p. 170).

Let us conclude this exercise by
underlining a few examples from
the last two chapters — ‘Hope in
Dark Times’ (Ch. 9) and ‘The
Death of a Dream’ (Ch. 10): 1)
‘November 1974 was a definitive
month in the history of the move-
ment.’(p.185); 2) ‘Friends of
Jayaprakash and Indira tried to
bring about a truce, but failed.’
(p.187); 3) ‘It took some amount
of persuasion to coax Jayaprakash
back to Delhi to champion the
anti-Indira front.’ (p. 195); 4)
‘Indira handed over control to
Sanjay and his hand-picked cabal
of pugnacious bullies.’ (p. 196); and
5) ‘As the storm clouds gathered,
no one bothered to seek
Jayaprakash’s opinion. In a sense,
it was history repeating itself, with
his predicament not very different
from Gandhi in 1947.’ (p. 215)

It is important to alert that
after getting to know JP with help
of this contribution of Bimal
Prasad and Sujata Prasad, a con-
cerned reader may be tempted to
ask why there has been such
unfair portraying of gentle
Jayaprakash by a number of high-
ly influential people. Why was he
labelledas a person with ‘woolly
thinking’, a confused mind leading
a frustrated life,’ hazy, naive, and
unrealistic thinking’, ‘a poor judge
of Indian politics and politicians’,
giving respectability to Hindu
communal forces, and head of
forces of counter-revolution. 

In any case, the evaluation of
JP by the father-daughter team is
close to the mesmerizing descrip-
tion of Sisyphus by Albert Camus.
Sisyphus (a rebel in the Greek
mythology) was condemned by
gods to roll a rock up to the top of
a mountain, only to have the rock
roll back down to the bottom every
time he reaches the top. But did
Sisyphus smile when he reached
the top with the rock? I have seen
our Sisyphus smiling without pride
of power or arrogance of success
before passing away to become
undeletable part of the collective
memory of the people of India. 
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Leaders of the G-20 countries
on Tuesday discussed the sit-

uation in Taliban-ruled
Afghanistan, including the crit-
ical need to maintain a laser-
focus on counterterrorism
efforts and ensure safe passage
for foreign nationals still stuck
in the country.

Attended by leaders of G-20
countries, including Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and US
President Joe Biden, the group
during the G-20 Extraordinary
summit on Afghanistan held
virtually also agreed to provide
humanitarian assistance direct-
ly to the Afghan people through
independent international organ-
isations, the White House said.

“The leaders discussed the
critical need to maintain a laser-
focus on our enduring coun-
terterrorism efforts, including
against threats from ISIS-K,
and ensuring safe passage for
those foreign nationals and
Afghan partners with docu-
mentation seeking to depart
Afghanistan,” White House said

in a readout of President Biden’s
meeting with G20 leaders.

“The leaders also reaffirmed
their collective commitment to
provide humanitarian assistance
directly to the Afghan people
through independent interna-
tional organisations and to pro-
mote fundamental human rights
for all Afghans, including
women, girls, and members of
minority groups,” it said.

The White House said that
the US remains committed to
working closely with the inter-
national community to address
problems in Afghanistan.

“The US remains commit-
ted to working closely with the
international community and
using diplomatic, humanitarian,
and economic means to address
the situation in Afghanistan
and support the Afghan people,”
it said. 

The G20 meeting took place
days after American officials
met Afghanistan’s ruling Taliban
in Doha, Qatar, for their first
face-to-face talks since the US
pulled its troops from the war-
torn country in August.
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India on Tuesday called out
the failure of the global

community to recognise emer-
gence of more virulent forms of
religious phobias, including
anti-Hindu, anti-Buddhist and
anti-Sikh, as it highlighted vio-
lation of gurudwara premises
and glorification of breaking of
idols in temples in its “neigh-
bourhood”.

Addressing the United
Nations Security Council High
Level Open Debate on
‘Peacebuilding and sustaining
peace: Diversity, state building
and the search for peace’,
Minister of State for External
Affairs V Muraleedharan
asserted that being “selective”
about criticising such phobias
is “at our own peril.” 

“As regards religious iden-
tities, we are witnessing how
member-states are facing newer
form of religious phobias.
While we have condemned
anti-semitism, Islamophobia
and Christianophobia, we fail
to recognise that there are
more virulent forms of religious
phobias emerging and taking

roots, including anti- Hindu,
anti-Buddhist and anti-Sikh
phobias,” he said.

Muraleedharan said, “we
have seen in our own neigh-
bourhood and elsewhere the
destruction of temples, glorifi-
cation of breaking of idols in
temples, violation of gurudwara
premises, massacre of Sikh pil-
grims in gurudwaras, destruc-

tion of Bamyan Buddhas and
other religious iconic sites. 

“Our inability to even
acknowledge these atrocities
and phobias only gives those
forces encouragement that
phobias against some religions
are more acceptable than those
against others. If we chose to be
selective about criticising such
phobias or ignoring them, we
do so at our own peril.”

In August this year, hun-
dreds of people, carrying sticks,
stones and bricks had attacked
a temple at Bhong city of
Rahim Yar Khan district in
Pakistan, some 590 kms from
Lahore, burning parts of it
and damaging idols. The
attackers had damaged the
idols, walls, doors and electric
fittings while desecrating the
temple.
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The change in authority in
Kabul was neither through

negotiations, nor inclusive, India
said at the UN Security Council
on Tuesday, underlining that it
has consistently called for a
broad based, inclusive process
that involves representation of
all section of Afghans.

The Taliban, ousted from
power by the US shortly after
the 9/11 attacks, seized control
of Afghanistan in mid-August,
ousting the previous elected
government which was backed
by the West.

The Taliban had promised
an inclusive government that
represents Afghanistan’s com-
plex ethnic makeup. However,
the interim Cabinet announced
by the insurgent group last
month was dominated by
established Taliban leaders who
fought against the US-led coali-
tion forces since 2001. No
woman has been named in the

interim Cabinet.
“The change in authority in

Kabul was neither through
negotiations, nor inclusive. We
have consistently called for a
broad based, inclusive process
that involves representation of
all section of Afghans,” Minister
of State for External Affairs V
Muraleedharan said.

As American forces with-
drew from war-torn
Afghanistan, the Taliban took
control of Kabul on August 15.

Addressing the UNSC
High Level Open Debate on
‘Peacebuilding and sustaining
peace: Diversity, state building
and the search for peace’,
Muraleedharan said the expec-
tations of the international
community on Afghanistan,
including on combating ter-
rorism, are set out clearly in the
UN Security Council
Resolution 2593, that was
adopted under India’s
Presidency of the 15-nation
Council in August. 
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Kabul: With the Taliban in
power in Afghanistan, there’s a
new enemy ascending.

The Islamic State group
threatens to usher in another
violent phase. Except this time
the former insurgents, the
Taliban, play the role of the
state, now that the U.S. Troops
and their allied Afghan gov-
ernment are gone.

The Taliban promised the
United States to keep the
extremist group in check during
successive rounds of peace talks.
Under the 2020 U.S.-Taliban
accord, the Taliban guaranteed
that Afghanistan would not
become a haven for terrorist
groups threatening the US or its
allies. But it is unclear if they can
keep their pledge, with a sudden

uptick in IS attacks since the
Taliban takeover on August 15.

A deadly bombing Friday
in the northern province of
Kunduz killed 46 worshippers
inside a mosque frequented by
Shiites. Other deadly IS attacks
have struck in the capital,
Kabul, and provinces to the east
and north, while smaller-scale
attacks target Taliban fighters
almost daily.

“Historically, the majority
of IS attacks have targeted the
state ... Now that the US and the
international presence is most-
ly gone, they need to go after
the state — and the state is the
Taliban,” said Andrew Mines,
research fellow at Program on
Extremism at George
Washington University. AP
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Rome: The European Union
warned that humanitarian aid
for Afghans won’t suffice in
itself to keep hunger at bay as
winter approaches after the
bloc announced a support
package worth 1 billion euros
($1.15 billion) on Tuesday.

The 27-nation bloc made
the pledge during a virtual
summit of the Group of 20 ded-
icated to Afghanistan. The
Italian government, which
holds the G-20 presidency, said
the aim of the meeting was to
address “urgent” humanitarian
support for Afghans, the fight
against terrorism and freedom
of movement for Afghans
inside the country and out. AP
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Pakistan’s Information
Minister Fawad Chaudhry

said on Tuesday that law would
be followed in the matter of the
appointment of the chief of the
powerful spy agency ISI, amid
reports of differences between
the civilian government and the
army over the key appointment.

The Pakistan Army last
week announced that Lt Gen
Nadeem Ahmed Anjum was
appointed as the new Director
General of the Inter-Services
Intelligence (ISI) in place of Lt
Gen Faiz Hameed who was
appointed as Peshawar Corps
Commander.

However, the notification
of his appointment has not
been issued by the office of
Prime Minister Imran Khan,
giving air to rumours about dif-
ferences between the civilian
government and the army over
the key appointment.

As per law, the Prime
Minister has the legal right and
prerogative to appoint the ISI
chief in consultation with the
army chief. Despite speculation
on social media over the delay
in notification, the govern-
ment kept silent on the issue
until Chaudhry addressed the
matter during a press confer-
ence after the meeting of 
the Cabinet.
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Racially motivated hate
crimes registered a 12 per

cent increase over the past year
across England and Wales and
overall reported hate crimes
rose by 9 per cent, according to
latest UK Government figures
released on Tuesday.

Hate crime in Britain is
defined as any criminal offence
which is perceived, by the vic-
tim or any other person, to be
motivated by hostility or prej-
udice towards someone based
on a personal characteristic. 

The UK Home Office col-
lates annual data on such
crimes and the latest statistics
for 2020-21 show a new record
high for race hate, also impact-
ed by the Black Lives Matter
protests in the wake of the
killing of African-American
George Floyd in the US.

“There were 124,091 hate
crimes recorded by the police
in England and Wales in year
ending March 2021,” the Home
Office bulletin notes.

“As in previous years, the
majority of hate crimes were
racially motivated, accounting
for around three-quarters of
such offences (74 per cent;

85,268 offences); these types of
hate crime increased by 12 per
cent between year ending
March 2020 and year ending
March 2021,” it adds.

The report notes that bet-
ter recording by police forces
and growing awareness of hate
crime is likely to have led to
improved identification of such
offences.

It notes: “Although these
improvements are thought to
be the main drivers for the
increases seen, there appear to
have been short-term genuine
rises in hate crime following
certain trigger events. Increases
in hate crime were seen around
the EU Referendum in June
2016 and the terrorist attacks in
2017.

“There was also an increase
in public order hate crimes dur-
ing the summer of 2020 fol-
lowing the widespread Black
Lives Matter protests and far-
right counter-protests.”

Meanwhile, the data shows
that religious hate crimes fell by
18 per cent (to 5,627 offences),
down from 6,856 in the previ-
ous year, with Muslims
accounting for the largest tar-
get group (45 per cent) fol-
lowed by Jewish (22 per cent).
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North Korean leader Kim Jong
Un reviewed powerful mis-

siles developed to launch nuclear
strikes on the U.S. mainland, as he
vowed to build an “invincible” mil-
itary to cope with what he called
persistent US hostility, state media
reported on Tuesday.

In an apparent continued
effort to drive a wedge between
Washington and Seoul, Kim
also used his speech at a rare
exhibition of weapons systems
Monday to stress that his mili-
tary might isn’t targeted at South
Korea and that there shouldn’t be
another war pitting Korean peo-
ple against each other.

“The U.S. has frequently
signaled it’s not hostile to our
state, but there is no action-based
evidence to make us believe that
they are not hostile,” Kim said
Monday, according to the official
Korean Central News Agency.
“The US is continuing to create
tensions in the region with its
wrong judgments and actions.”

Calling the United States a
“source” of instability on the
Korean Peninsula, Kim said his
country’s most important objec-
tive is possessing an “invincible
military capability” that no one
can dare challenge.
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Pakistan’s Foreign Minister
Shah Mahmood Qureshi

said on Tuesday that peace in
South Asia was not possible
without the resolution of the
Kashmir issue.

Qureshi made the remarks
while addressing the 6th
Ministerial Meeting of the
Conference on Interaction and
Confidence Building Measures
in Asia (CICA) through a
video statement. The meeting
was hosted by the current
CICA Chair, Kazakhstan, in
Nur-Sultan.

He “underscored that sus-
tainable peace in South Asia
would remain elusive until and
unless the core dispute of
Jammu and Kashmir is
resolved in accordance with the
resolutions of the UN Security
Council and the wishes of the
Kashmiri people,” according
to Foreign Office.

India has repeatedly told
Pakistan that Jammu and
Kashmir “was, is and shall for-
ever” remain an integral part of
the country. It also advised
Pakistan to accept the reality
and stop all anti-India propa-
ganda. 

Moscow: Russia offered the US
on Tuesday to roll back sever-
al rounds of sanctions that
have hampered the activities of
their diplomatic missions, but
reaffirmed its strong opposition
to any US military presence in
Central Asia.

The Russian proposal was
made during the talks between
Under Secretary of State
Victoria Nuland and Russia’s
Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei

Ryabkov. Nuland arrived in
Moscow on Monday on a
three-day visit for talks that the
US State Department said
would touch on a range of bilat-
eral, regional, and global issues.

The US Embassy tweeted
Nuland’s description of her
meetings as “constructive” but
didn’t give any details.

Ryabkov said he and
Nuland made no progress on
normalizing the work of their

diplomatic missions, which has
been hampered by multiple
round of sanctions, adding
that the situation could exac-
erbate even further, according
to the Interfax news agency.

The Russian Foreign
Ministry reiterated Moscow’s
readiness to respond in kind to
any unfriendly US actions and
called for rolling back a slew of
sanctions and restrictions on
diplomatic missions. AP
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Russia registered a new record
number of daily coronavirus

deaths on Tuesday as it faced a
rapid surge of contagion amid
laggard vaccination rates.

The government coron-
avirus task force reported 973
coronavirus deaths, the highest
daily toll since the start of the
pandemic.

The country has continu-
ously registered new coron-
avirus mortality records this
month, and daily infections
also have been hovering near
all-time highs, with 28,190
new confirmed cases.
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At least 29 people were
killed, including 14 in a bus

accident, as relentless rains
triggered massive flooding in
north China, authorities said
on Tuesday.

Fifteen people have been
killed and three others went
missing in continuous rain
storms that hit north China’s
Shanxi Province, which also
displaced over 1.20 lakh peo-
ple, the local government said. 

In a separate incident, 14
people were killed when a bus
plunged into the rushing river

in Pingshan county,
Shijiazhuang on Monday.

From October 2 to 7,
Shanxi experienced the
strongest autumn flood on
record. Continuous rainfall has
affected nearly 1.76 million
residents in 76 county-level
regions across the province,
and 120,100 people have been
relocated.  

About 238,460 hectares of
crops have been damaged and
37,700 houses collapsed or
seriously damaged, causing
direct economic losses to the
tune of 5.03 billion yuan (USD
780 million), state-run Xinhua

news agency reported. 
The largely arid province,

Shanxi, has reported more than
five times its usual rainfall
since the start of the month,
resulting in the destruction of
dams and rail lines, reports
said. Shanxi, a major coal pro-
ducer, has also shut 60 coal
mines, adding to concerns over
supplies of the fuel as China
struggles with power cuts. 

Till Monday, the disaster
had caused the suspension of
530 high-voltage lines of 10 kV
and above, and 332,700 house-
holds had lost power, 
reports said.
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President Joe Biden is set to
hold his first bilateral talks

as president with an African
leader on Thursday, hosting
Kenyan President Uhuru
Kenyatta as war and a human-
itarian crisis roil neighbouring
Ethiopia, according to the
White House.

The Oval Office talks come
just weeks after Biden signed an
executive order threatening to
levy sanctions against
Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy
Ahmed and other leaders
involved in a conflict gripping
the Tigray region if steps aren’t
taken soon to wind down the
11-month-old war.

But the situation appears to
have only worsened on the
ground, with Tigray forces say-
ing Ethiopia’s government has
launched a long-threatened
major military offensive against
them in an attempt to end the
war. 

A statement from the
Tigray external affairs office
earlier this week alleged that
hundreds of thousands of
Ethiopian “regular and irregu-
lar fighters” launched a coor-
dinated assault on several
fronts. 

Dubai: Qatar’s diplomatic point
man on Afghanistan said on
Tuesday countries should engage
the country’s new Taliban rulers,
warning that isolation could
lead to a wide-reaching securi-
ty threat, as happened when al-
Qaeda used the country as a
base to plot the 9/11 attacks.

Mutlaq bin Majed al-
Qahtani, Qatar’s special envoy
for counterterrorism and medi-
ation in conflict resolution, said
he’s held conversations with
the Taliban about pressing issues
related to the role of women in
society, girls’ access to education
and the importance of an inclu-
sive government.

Qatar’s policies and
insights on Afghanistan are
watched closely because the
tiny gas-rich nation has played
an outsized role in the war-torn
country in the wake of the US
withdrawal.

“What we are saying to the
Taliban, which is the caretak-
er government, the de facto
authorities in Kabul, (is that)
discrimination and exclusion ...
This is not a good policy,” al-
Qahtani said in a speech at the
Global Security Forum in Doha
organised by The Soufan
Center. “As a de facto authori-
ty, you have certain responsi-
bility, obligations to discharge.”

The current Afghan
Government, which the
Taliban say is only interim, is
comprised solely of Taliban
figures, including several sanc-
tioned by the United Nations. 

Qatar was crucial to the
chaotic US airlift of more than
1,00,000 people from Kabul
after the Taliban’s surprise
takeover of the capital Aug. 15,
and has hosted face-to-face
talks between the Taliban and
the United States. AP
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Industrial production grew
11.9 per cent in August

mainly due to a low-base effect
and good performance by
manufacturing, mining and
power sectors that surpassed
the pre-Covid level. 

The manufacturing sec-
tor, which constitutes 77.63
per cent of the Index of
Industrial Production (IIP),
grew 9.7 per cent in August,
according to the data released
by the National Statistical
Office (NSO) on Tuesday.

The mining sector output
rose 23.6 per cent in August,
while power generation
increased 16 per cent.

In August 2021, the

IIP stood at 131.1 points com-
pared to 117.2 points in the
same month last year. The
index stood at 126.2 points in
August 2019, as per the NSO
data.

The data showed that
industrial production recov-
ered and surpassed the pre-
pandemic level of August 2019.

The IIP had contracted by
7.1 per cent in August 2020.

Industrial production
plunged 18.7 per cent in March
last year following the COVID
outbreak and remained in the
negative zone till August 2020.

With the resumption of
economic activities, factory
output rose 1 per cent in
September 2020 and grew 4.5
per cent in October. 
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Retail inflation declined to
4.35 per cent in September,

mainly due to lower food
prices, according to govern-
ment data released on Tuesday.

The Consumer Price
Index-based (CPI) inflation
was at 5.30 per cent in August
and at 7.27 per cent in
September 2020.

As per the data released by
the National Statistical Office
(NSO), the inflation in food
basket eased to 0.68 per cent in
September 2021, significantly
down from 3.11 per cent in the
preceding month.
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Rising for the fourth straight
session, equity benchmarks

Sensex and Nifty marked their
new closing highs on Tuesday
due to participnts’ continued
buying interest in banking,
consumer durables and auto
stocks.

After a volatile trading ses-
sion, the 30-share Sensex ended
148.53 points or 0.25 per cent
higher at 60,284.31. Intraday,
the index swung between a
high of 60,332 and a low of
59,885.

Likewise, the Nifty rose 46
points or 0.26 per cent to its
fresh closing peak of 17,991.95.

Titan was the top gainer in
the Sensex pack, rallying over
5 per cent, followed by Bajaj
Auto, Bajaj Finserv, SBI, Nestle
India, ITC, Axis Bank and
Tata Steel.

On the other hand, HCL
Tech, Tech Mahindra,
UltraTech Cement, TCS and
Sun Pharma were among the
laggards.

In the past four sessions,
the Sensex has added about
1,095 points or 1.84 per cent;
and the Nifty has gathered
345 points or 1.95 per cent. 

Sectorally, BSE consumer
durables, FMCG, metal, auto,
realty and power indices rose
up to 2.78 per cent on Tuesday.
While IT, telecom, teck, utili-
ties and healthcare indices
ended in the red.
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Commerce and Industry
MInister Piyush Goyal on

Tuesday called for waiver of
Intellectual Property Rights
(IPR) in World Trade
Organisation (WTO) and dis-
mantling new trade barriers in
the global fight against the
Covid-19 pandemic.

In October 2020, India
and South Africa had submit-
ted the first proposal, suggest-
ing a waiver for all WTO
members on the implementa-

tion of certain provisions of the
Trade-Related Aspects of
Intellectual Property Rights
(TRIPs) Agreement in relation
to the prevention, contain-
ment or treatment of Covid-19.

In May this year, a revised
proposal was submitted by 62
co-sponsors, including India,
South Africa, and Indonesia.

The agreement on TRIP
came into effect in January
1995. It is a multilateral agree-
ment on intellectual property
(IP) rights such as copyright,
industrial designs, patents and

protection of undisclosed 
information or trade

secrets.
“Our response to the pan-

demic needs to ensure equi-
table access to vaccines and
other Covid-19 related health
products by ensuring quick
resolution of the supply side
constraints. One of the ways to
demonstrate this is by accept-
ing the TRIPS waiver propos-
al,” Goyal said, in his address to
the G20 Trade and Investment
Ministerial Meeting in Naples,
Italy.

%�
�� �89�687:


GST Network on Tuesday
said it has blocked �14,000

crore worth of input tax cred-
it (ITC) of 66,000 businesses
registered under GST.

Responding to social
media posts based on an RTI
reply about the �6.14 lakh
crore of ITC blocked under
Rule 86A of GST laws, GSTN
tweeted that the figure includes
erroneous data entries made by
the taxpayers.

"ITC of approximately
�14,000 crore involving 66,000
taxpayers stands blocked as on
date. This is only 0.38 per cent
(approximately) of average ITC
utilised by all taxpayers in a
financial year," tweeted GSTN,
the company that handles the
technology backbone for goods
and services tax.
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In an unprecedented move,
the Reserve Bank of India on

Tuesday banned one of the
country’s top chartered accoun-
tant firms Haribhakti & Co
LLP from undertaking any
type of audit assignments for
regulated entities for a period
of two years starting April 1,
2022. Haribhakti & Co LLP was
the auditor of Srei
Infrastructure Finance Limited
(SIFL), whose board was super-

seded by the RBI and insol-
vency proceedings were initi-
ated last week. 

The term of the firm
expired with the conclusion of
the 35th Annual General
Meeting (AGM) held on
September 19, 2020. The bank-
ing sector regulator has taken
this action against the firm for
failure to comply with a specific
direction issued by the RBI
with respect to its statutory
audit of a Systemically
Important 
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India’s economy, which con-
tracted by 7.3 per cent due to

the Covid-19 pandemic, is
expected to grow by 9.5 per
cent in 2021 and 8.5 per cent
in 2022, according to latest pro-
jections released by the
International Monetary Fund
on Tuesday.

India’s growth projection
released by the latest World
Economic Outlook remains
unchanged from its previous
WEO (World Economic
Outlook) update of July this
summer but is a three-per-
centage point in 2021 and 1.6
percentage point drop from its
April projections.

According to the latest
WEO update, released ahead of
the annual meeting of the IMF
and the World Bank, the world
is expected to grow at 5.9 per
cent in 2021 and 4.9 per cent
in 2022. 

The United States is pro-
jected to grow at six per cent
this year and 5.2 per cent the
next year.

China, on the other hand,
the IMF said is projected to
grow at 8 per cent in 2021 and
5.6 per cent in 2022.

Gita Gopinath, Chief
Economist of the IMF, said that
compared to their July forecast,
the global growth projection
for 2021 has been revised down
marginally to 5.9 per cent and

is unchanged for 2022 at 4.9 per
cent. However, this modest
headline revision masks large
downgrades for some coun-
tries.

"The outlook for the low-
income developing country
group has darkened consider-
ably due to worsening pan-
demic dynamics. 

The downgrade also
reflects more difficult near-
term prospects for the
advanced economy group, in
part due to supply disrup-
tions,” she said.

"Partially offsetting these
changes, projections for some
commodity exporters have
been upgraded on the back of
rising commodity prices. 
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Dr Randeep Guleria, Director of
All India Institute of Medical

Sciences has been chosen for the
22nd Lal Bahadur Shastri National
Award for Excellence, 202. The
award was given by the Vice
President of India M Venkaiah
Naidu on October 11, 2021 in New
Delhi. 

The Award honours each year
a distinguished Indian residing
either in India or abroad for his/her

sustained individual contributions
and outstanding achievements of
high professional order and excel-
lence in the field of management,
public administration, public
affairs, education or Institution
building, art & culture and sports. 

The honour carries a cash
award of rupees five lakh plus a
citation and a plaque. The
awardee's name is inscribed on the
honours roll of LBSIM and he/she
is designated as Lal Bahadur
Shastri Fellow. 

Every year Women’s Day is cel-
ebrated on March 8th to stand
together as a united force and

to advance gender equality around
the world. However, gender inequal-
ity and biases still remain a global
challenge. To fill the gap there is a
need to empower women through
employment. Following this has
myriad advantages. Let us discuss the
benefits in detail. 

Employing women can make
them independent

There should be more work
openings accessible to women that
are not just exclusively open to the
females who live in metropolitan
cities but also to the individuals who
live in tier II, III cities and villages.
According to the International
Finance Corporation study, incor-
porating more females to work
makes them independent but at the
same time, it is also good for busi-
ness growth. When a woman is
independent she can stand against
any physical and emotional abuses.

Women strengthen team
dynamics

Women have the skill to unite
people and draw together opinions
and proposals, this is the reason a
woman should be given a chance to
work in the organisation. Overall
this favours the creation of teams,
furthers participation and opti-
mizes the decision-making process.
Organizations should be committed
to build policies focussed on
encouraging women to take lead-
ership roles and try every way to
fight back gender inequality.

Improved productivity and
innovation

Diversity is key to the compa-
ny’s growth where women should be
employed equally with the number
of male employees in any organisa-
tion. There is evidence highlighting
that the co-existence of men and
women in the same organisation
delivers better and enhanced pro-
ductivity.

These are the reasons why
women should be empowered. To
achieve this, proper skilling of
women is of utmost importance. It
is important to skill women so that
they can sustain competition and
stay relevant. However, it is also
essential to connect with mentors
and peers who can support and
enable growth. However, companies
have started realising that empow-
ering a woman is equal to empow-
ering the entire society.  While there
have been trailblazers like  Rebecca
Parsons, Indra Nooyi and Gita
Gopinath, recently people are real-
izing that business benefits through
diverse leadership. For example,
SEBI regulations from 2014 made it

mandatory to have at least one
woman on a company’s board. The
step was initiated to increase the
diversity in the boardroom from just
6% in March 2014 to 17% in 2020. 

Companies like Nestle are inter-
nally building a more diverse com-
pany through its Gender
Acceleration Plan to raise the pro-
portion of women in its top 200
senior executive positions to 30% by
2022. Many organizations today
have robust Diversity & Inclusion
programs.

But there are still some areas
where inequality appears
entrenched in many organizations.
In the public sectors of India the
benefits and compensation are equal
regardless of gender, but the private
sector still has a long way to fill the
gender gap. Companies still show-
case a certain level of hesitation in
the matter like maternity leave,
during probation periods and when
it is the hiring of female personnel
right after maternity leave. 

Reducing limitations and ensur-

ing equitable access to quality jobs
for females requires focused and tar-
geted action by the private sector as
well as from the Government side,
even though the Indian
Government has taken certain steps
in this direction. 

The Government’s role is also
pivotal in empowering women. To
encourage the women owners of
MSME, the government offers them
certain schemes with lucrative
offers. Some of the schemes like
Bharatiya Mahila Bank Business
Loan, Mudra Yojana Scheme, etc.
are few of the Government's initia-
tive that aims to improve the status
of women by making them finan-
cially independent and self-reliant. 

Our Prime Minister, Mr
Narendra Modi in his Mann ki Baat
radio program asserted, “Our dream
of New India is India where women
are empowered, strengthened,
where they become equal partners
in the all-round development of the
country.” The Prime Minister quote
highlights that the Modi
Government is very much serious
about women orientation. 

It can be concluded that
empowering women is essential. No
country can gain its actual potential
if half of its human capital is not
contributing to its growth. However,
Indian society will have to dampen
gender inequality in all forms. With
the hybrid working model gaining
prominence, it is hoped to bring
more women back into the work-
force post COVID-19. 
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The nature of education is
rapidly changing due to
emerging creative, technical
and scientific preferences.

The exact effect of these and other
changes remain unknown, but one
thing   seems certain: The skills that
today’s World values and rely upon
are shifting. In turn, a skills gap is
in sight where children struggle to
choose the right armour that pre-
pares them for the impending
future.

COVID shook up our ingrained
ways of education and has pushed
educators and students to their
limits. It opened up new possibili-
ties and revealed deep inequities.
Now it’s time to get back on track.
But which track?

The global shock of the pan-
demic turned the education world
upside down and then unleashed a
succession of school disruptions. 

UN Secretary-General António
Guterres, in August 2020, predict-
ed that the effects of the pandemic
were destined to become a “gener-
ational catastrophe” in education.
Since then, the full extent of the
learning slide affecting all students,
and particularly the most disad-
vantaged, became more visible.

Research and surveys testify to
the combined academic and psy-
cho-social impacts on children and
families. A generational catastrophe
that could waste untold human
potential, undermine decades of
progress, and exacerbate entrenched

inequalities.”
The Brief calls for national

authorities and the international
community to come together to
place education at the forefront of
recovery agendas and protect invest-
ment in education. UNESCO will
convene a special session of the
Global Education Meeting before
the end of the year. 

Going back on finding the track
where we need to build a bridge to
overcome this darkness technology
in today’s time can play a vital role,
technology encourages students to
collaborate more and provides them
with better opportunities to com-
municate. Furthermore, technolo-
gy also allows students to work on
team projects and share their
strengths. When students work
together, they learn to share, learn
how to listen, and work well with
their fellow mates.

Well, believe it or not technical
skills are important they can help
you work more efficiently, boost
your confidence and make you a
more valuable candidate for future
career choices. The biggest example
of which is that according to the
New Education Policy that has
been approved by the Narendra
Modi-led National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) government, stu-
dents will be taught Coding as a
subject from as early as class 6th.

School Education secretary
Anita Karwal said students of class
6 and onwards will be taught cod-

ing in schools as a part of 21st-cen-
tury skills.

However, with technology in
today’s ever-changing world there
are a few things to keep in mind that
our children need to learn as well
are Leadership, cultural Intelligence
and the art of Leading beyond
authority which in turn amazingly
becomes an amalgamation of mul-
tiple skills needed in this transi-
tional world. These skills will not
turn our children into magicians
overnight but will surely save them
from The Silo Mentality that is seen
in today’s struggling generation of
people, at work, in home, in our
society.

We live in a world full of com-
plex problems, these problems
cross boundaries yet most leaders
do not. We need to develop lead-
ers who can cross boundaries.
Schools must break down Silos to
remove barriers to equity, access to
quality education and the oppor-
tunity to develop skills and com-
petencies is vital in preparing
youth for the future. An investment
in their human capital is an invest-
ment in the socio-economic future
of our societies.

The four C’s that create a huge
impact in the 21st century educa-
tion - Communication, Creativity,
Crit ical  Thinking and
Collaboration. It lets students lead
the learning. Learning takes place
best in environments where stu-
dents feel empowered to learn. Our

schools need to create an Inquiry-
Based Classroom Environment,
this would encourage collaboration
and creativity and develop critical
thinking skills.

Bridging the skill gap refers to
the knowledge, life skills, career
skills, habits, and traits that are crit-
ically important to student success
in today's world, particularly as stu-
dents move on to college, the
workforce, and adult life. Benefits
of spanning these gaps will prepare
kids for change, they would be able
to navigate and find information
their curious minds are looking for.
Children need the right tools for
real world problem solving that
builds up character with learning. 

The future of our human race
wants their young to be agile as
well as empathetic towards each
other. With leadership skills we
would be creating a stream of
influential, purposeful beings who
would be self-aware of themselves. 

So, when we talk about kids
being independent and learning on
their own it all comes from these
skills. Education is changing the
way teachers teach and students
learn. It offers a chance to get out
of boring mug-up classes and
offers real life learning opportuni-
ties and diminishes the gap
between what is taught in the
classrooms and the real-life work-
place requirements.
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Integrated Programme in Management
(IPM) at Indian Institute of Management

Bodh Gaya was inaugurated by Dr Subhas
Sarkar, Minister of State for Education,
Governmemt of India on  October 5,  2021.
Being from East India himself, he men-
tioned how this programme is the first of
its kind in eastern India and highlighted
how it can be a boon for students belong-
ing to diverse backgrounds. Day one of the
three-day orientation programme for the

2021-26 batch saw a number of eminent
personalities who graced the event with
their wise words.

The five-year programme  aims to
prepare students from a foundation level
for taking up leadership positions and grow
the students' mindset to have a global per-
spective towards management practice.
The programme is the first of its kind in
eastern India and has a rigorous curricu-
lum that offers experiential learning,
international immersion, and a focus on
a student's holistic development, aiming

to deliver ethical and socially-conscious
leaders. 

Dr Sandip Ghose, Ex-Director NISM,
BOG member IIM Bodh Gaya, said how
IPM is a blessing for students to become
whatever they want. He added, “Learning
is a constant process” and asked the stu-
dents to make every effort to acquire new
skills and deliver to the expectations of the
people. Dr Sarkar concluded his thoughts
by saying, “The quality of the future
depends on the quality of education we
provide to the youth.”
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Sanskrit i  University,
Mathura is inviting online
applications for Admission to
Diploma, Under Graduate,
and Post Graduate
Programmes in Engineering,
Management & Commerce,
Education, Special Education,
Humanities & Social Sciences,
Pharmacy, Agriculture,
Fashion Designing, Law and
Legal Studies,  Yoga and
Naturopathy, Tourism & Hotel
Management, Medical &
Allied Sciences, Basic &
Applied Sciences, Ayurveda,
Unani, and Nursing courses.  

Apply: Applicants seeking
admission are required to fill
online application form avail-
able on www.sanskriti.edu.in.
The submission of the appli-
cation form can be done
online or in-person at the
University by depositing
Rs.1000/-. For online submis-
sion, use the l ink
https://www.sanskriti.edu.in/re
gister. The admission prereq-
uisites will be in accordance
with the various regulatory
bodies as amended from time
to time. 

Dedaline: October 31,
2021  
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The University of
Strathclyde, Glasgow is invit-
ing applications for the MSc
Supply Chain & Sustainability
Management course starting at
an additional entry point in
January 2022.

The course has been
designed to cover the latest
industrial environmental
issues,  for example: the phi-
losophy of design, manufac-
turing, and engineering man-
agement for the circular econ-
omy 

Eligibility: Normally a
first-class or second-class hon-
ours degree (or international
equivalent) in a relevant engi-
neering, technology, science
or business-related discipline.

S c h o l a r s h i p s :
https://www.strath.ac.uk/engi-
neering/studywithus/scholar-
ships/internationalscholarships
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As the beginning of a new acad-

emic year approaches, across the
world students are preparing once
more to travel to study at leading
universities. For many of those
young people, their ambitions will
take them for the first time to
another country. And for many of
those hopeful Indian students, their
study destination of choice in the
U.K.  

According to the Higher
Education Statistics Agency, British
Universities received 9,930 applica-
tions from students from India in
2021, a 30 percent increase on the
previous year. During the academ-
ic year 2019/20, the UK universities
were home to a total of 55,465
Indian students. These students
come to Britain in search of a high-
ly regarded education and the
opportunity to live, study and now
also work in a country that has a
longstanding educational relation-
ship with India.  

British universities understand
that India is a nation of remarkable
talent and our desire to collaborate
and learn together runs deep. What
makes this even more important is
the nature of the problems we now
face which cannot be contained or
resolved by any single nation alone.
Whether it is the development and
production of vaccines to tackle a
global pandemic, or addressing sus-
tainable development goals from
child health to food security and
clean energy, we recognise the best
solutions will be found together.

U.K. and India - Working
together for good

In my own university of

Lancaster this kind of in-depth col-
laboration is found across many sub-
jects. Dr Jasmine Fledderjigann for
example has a longstanding part-
nership with her colleague Dr
Sukumat Vellakkal at IIT Kanpur on
food insecurity and child and ado-
lescent health. Their work together
is informing policy at the UN Food
and Agriculture Organization,
World Food Programme, WaterAid
India,  Jharkhand State Food
Commission, Kerala Planning
Board, and National Foundation of
India.

Indian graduates of U.K. uni-
versities - a positive force for glob-
al change

The graduates of my own uni-
versity are no different - Indian
alumni from Lancaster are CEOs of
companies and work in tech, but
they are certainly not limited to
those more traditional graduate
routes. The poet Debjani Chatterjee
is a Lancaster graduate as was the
international badminton player
Rohit Murthy. What they all have in
common with Indian alumni of
U.K. institutions is the pride and
affection they share when they recall
their time as Indian students in the
U.K.  

But it isn’t just British universi-
ties that change the life of Indian stu-
dents and graduates. These talented
people change us for the better. Our
British universities are places of
global connection, and rightly so.
We draw strength from our global
outlook, welcoming the brightest
and the best students and staff from
around the world. Our internation-
al connections drive forward our

research endeavour, ensuring we
remain at the forefront of progress.

A more welcoming policy to
Indian students

Since the election of British
Prime-Minister Boris Johnson, the
U.K. has introduced a number of
measures to support Indian students
who choose to study in Britain,
including:

�Post-study work visas  - The
UK government’s graduate route
allows eligible Indian students to
seek work at any skill level for two
years after graduation. 

�Access to Covid vaccines free
from the U.K. National Health
Service - Anybody aged 18 or over
in the UK is eligible for the Covid-
19 vaccination for free, regardless of
their nationality or immigration
status. 

�Removal of India from the ‘red
list’ for Covid travel restrictions -
There is now no quarantine require-
ment for Indian students travelling
to the UK if fully  vaccinated with
Covishield or another UK-approved
vaccine.

U.K. International Education
Strategy

The U.K. International
Education Strategy is a new initia-
tive to bring together all parts of
government, universities and stu-
dents to help ensure Britain remains
an attractive destination for inter-
national students. This work is led
by Sir Steve Smith, a former uni-
versity leader now serving as the
U.K.’s first dedicated International
Education Champion.
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Five undergraduate pro-
grammes at the SRM

Institute of Science and
Technology (SRMIST),
Kattankulathur received accred-
itation by the National Board of
Accreditation (NBA).  The pro-
grammes in Biotech and
Mechanical have been given
accreditation for six years. Civil,
EEE and ECE have been given
three years of accreditation. 

SRMIST has been rated by
QS with 5 Stars for Online
Teaching. QS has also been
awarded 4 Star Rating for the
Institution and Five Star Rating
for Teaching, Employability,
Innovation and Social

Responsibility. 
Vice Chancellor, Dr C

Muthamizhchelvan said, “This
is a significant achievement in
continuation of providing qual-
ity education to students. Our
academic excellence, research
and innovation, internships and
placements have enabled us to
get the NBA accreditation.” 

He has also urged students
and faculty to continue to excel
in all areas, with more focus on
research on energy, water, envi-
ronment and health care.

SRMIST expresses its heart-
felt gratitude to all stakeholders
- students, faculty, staff, parents,
alumni, employers and 
industry partners for these
recognitions.
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Nowadays, global investors are
increasingly interested in Indian
start-ups. By the end of this year,

start-ups will have invested more than
$16.5 billion. Investors are bullish on the
start-up ecosystem. With significant
investment, the number of new start-up
unicorns is also increasing day by day. 

During the epidemic, entrepreneurs
from many new sectors like e-com-
merce, logistics and food technology,
emerged strongly .Start-ups in these sec-
tors received good profits and invest-
ments and also offered different avenues
of investment for interested investors. As
a result, global investors have started
considering our economy as a mature
and robust economy.

Indian tech companies have also
contributed immensely to the favorable
startup environment. Everyone is aware
of the world-class capabilities of our tech
companies. The use and adoption of
technology during the preent pandem-
ic became inevitable, promoting our
country's startup ecosystem. All the
recently funded companies have used
technology at an optimum level to
enrich the lives of humans. Our start-
ups are trying to solve global problems
using innovative technologies like
Artificial Intelligence, Cloud
Computing, Blockchain and Robotics
Process Automation.

The increasing number of Internet
subscribers in our country is also a sig-
nificant reason for the interest of
investors. The easy availability of the
Internet has also created new business
avenues. Can we think of enjoying the
services of Zomato, Amazon, Netflix, or
Flipkart without the Internet? As a result,
now, technology-enabled startups get a
huge market and consumer base even if
they are operating in India alone.

The recent Zomato and Nazara
IPO are prominent examples of the
maturity of the start-up ecosystem.
Early investors of these companies have
gained massive ROI after the launch of
IPOs. In India’s open economy, start-ups
get a suitable environment to grow and
flourish. 

Our country has a plethora of glob-
al talent readily available compared to
their US and Europe equivalents. Most
successful startup founders have excel-

lent experience in their domain.For
example, Zomato founder Deepinder
Goel worked for management consult-
ing company Bain & Co. before estab-
lishing Zomato. Meesho founder
ViditAatreya worked for successful
organisations like ITC and InMobi
before founding Meesho. Working expe-
rience in top-class global organisations
increases the ability to find alternative
solutions in risk management, apart
from knowing the global scenario.
Moreover, there is an increase incoor-
dination which is highly beneficial for
the new entrepreneurs.  Many success-
ful startups support new entrepreneurs
with capital and experience, which
increases the productivity of the entire
startup ecosystem.

With the Government’s Digital India
initiative, availability of the Internet at
a competitive price, innovative thinking,
and the potential of Indian entrepre-
neurs, start-up companies are touching
new dimensions of success today.
Investment in start-ups is likely to
increase steadily in the future. Investing
in startups will create diverse opportu-
nities for enterprise and employment in
our country and strengthen economy. 

Growing investment in start-ups will
help realising the dream of a self-reliant
India.
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The Ashoka University
invites applications for its
Young India Fellowship

(YIF) — a residential one-year
multidisciplinary postgraduate
diploma in liberal studies. Course
offerings include leadership,
group dynamics, communica-
tion, public policy, artificial intel-
ligence, art appreciation, gender
and media studies, business,
international relations literature
and political science.

Other programme compo-
nents include the Critical Writing
Programme and an Experiential
Learning Module, which are sup-
plemented by a range of guest lec-
tures, workshops and peer learn-
ing sessions spread over the year. 

Eligibility: Candidates who
have a recognised undergraduate
degree in any discipline (can be
final-year student at the time of
application), and are no more
than 28 years of age on August 1,
2022 are eligible to apply.
Working professionals, entrepre-
neurs, postgraduates and those
taking a gap year, are all encour-
aged to apply.

How to apply: All interested
individuals are required to com-
plete an online application (free).
Applications are holistically eval-
uated and shortlisted for an
online writing test and a person-
al interview. The entire admission
process will be conducted online
for safety reasons.

For more information about

YIF and to apply, please visit
yif.ashoka.edu.in. 

Application deadline: The
first round of applications will
remain open till December 15,
2021.

The University of Liverpool
invites applications for
International PhD Position in
Analysis of Plasma-Water
Interfaces for the academic year
2022-2023.

Eligibility: International stu-
dents can apply. Minimum degree
qualification of 2.1 or equivalent
in physics, chemistry or engi-
neering discipline, with experi-
ence or interest in simulation or
numerical modelling.

Supporting documents:
School or college transcripts/

certificates; University transcripts;
Degree certificates; English lan-
guage certificates (International
applicants only); Personal state-
ment; Two references signed and
on letterheaded paper (these
should be academic references if
you have been in full-time edu-
cation in the last three years);
Research proposal (may be test-
ed for plagiarism, collusion and
other irregularities).

Language requirement:
International students must have
an internationally-recognized
English language qualification
for the opportunity.

How to apply: The students
are required to apply to their pre-
ferred course of study through the
university’s online platform. 

Application deadline: The
last date to apply is December 31,
2021.

High advanced technologies
are acceptable and
demanding in every indus-

try, upgrading oneself with the
new techno-friendly environment
would be appreciable. It is open-
ing a new path for technology
career seekers in the Artificial
Intelligence and Machine Learning
perspective corner. 

WHAT IS AI AND ML
AI stands for Artificial

Intelligence which is the develop-
ment of a computer system that is
capable of performing human
tasks, more about processing and
super power thinking. The demand
for AI increases as it enhances the
work credibility for humans, it is
not intended for replacing humans
which is vulnerable for business
assets. The ML is an application of
AI that facilitates the computer sys-
tem to automatically learn and
improve from experience, respon-
sible for the development of com-
puter programmes accessing the
data and using it for learning
themselves. In other words,
machine learning is a form of AI
which is an upgraded form of data
science that is more effective than
traditional AI.

The doubts arise between AI
and ML as they both are inter-

connected, but the specialisation
is different for both specified
terms. ML is the form of AI but
not all AI comprises machine
learning. The career perspective
and jobs in both the fields are
enormous and greater to make
higher income with opportunities
for increasing experience and
knowledge.

Every corner of business is try-
ing to use AI in their process and
products, opening a new path of
opportunities for anyone.
Therefore learning the new com-
bination of AI and ML can lead
you to great career aspects. A few
ourses and certifications in AI:

�Machine Learning
�Deep Learning

Specialisation
�IBM AI Engineering 
�Learn with Google AI 
�AI: Reinforcement Learning

in Python
�AI For Everyone by Andrew

Ng
� AI Programming with

Python Nanodegree

PROSPECTS 
Software engineering: The

computer science field uses
Artificial Intelligence tools to
develop programmes which are a
core part of software engineers.

They are responsible for designing
and developing the digital pro-
grammes or systems, designing the
products through the technical
function of machine learning for
performing a different task. There
are many software developers
every year joining some new com-
pany if a person specified in AI
will be eligible for a good salary
package.

AI research: This job is more
about researching and discover-
ing new ways towards the
advancement of technology like
someone developing a faster
machine. The roles and respon-
sibilities depend on the speciali-
sation in their area of interest as
some may be looking for advanc-
ing the data system while some
might be working for the devel-
opment of new software.
Whatever research they are
responsible for, every individual
has the role to implement changes
in existing tools and focus on
advancing the technology. 

ML engineer: It involves the
design and development of ML
systems and applications through
algorithms and tools. The skills
required for this job profession are
strong foundational knowledge
of Mathematics, Statistics, and
other programming languages.

The various ML experiments are
successfully conducted through
programming languages like Java,
C++, Python and Scala. 

Natural language process-
ing: The most trending applica-
tions in the market where several
applications require natural lan-
guage processing, the responsibil-
ity of the experts is the role of
understanding the language and
technology to make a system suc-
cessfully communicate with a
human in their language. The
virtual assistant present in the
smartphone, chatbots are the
example, this is the replication of
human speech in a variety of
forms. This greater field and newly
grown area gives opportunity to
earn a good salary as the demand
is increasing in the market.

Data analytics: Data analyst is
given the name as the person
should be capable of understand-
ing the data as it is the main core
of AI and machine learning.  In
other words, if someone knows
how to play with data i.e manage,
analyzing will have greater oppor-
tunities in future. The main role of
data analysts comprise managing,
analyzing, and storing the data as
well as reporting to other people.
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Eyeing a maiden IPL title,
the fancied Delhi
Capitals will face anoth-
er litmus test in the form

of a Kolkata Knight Riders unit
brimming with optimism when
the two sides lock horns in the
second qualifier here on
Wednesday.

Delhi Capitals failed in their
first big test when they lost to
Chennai Super Kings in the first

qualifier and another defeat will
mean there will be no more
examination for the strong
squad, led by India wicketkeep-
er Rishabh Pant.

Two-time winners KKR
will no doubt take confidence
from their victory against Royal
Challengers Bangalore in
Monday’s eliminator that dashed
Virat Kohli’s hopes of winning
an IPL title with his longstand-
ing franchise.  If the emphasis is
on momentum and peaking at

the right time then KKR will
definitely fancy their chances in
their next outing, notwithstand-
ing their opponents’ resources
and depth in lineup. 

DC, who topped the league
stage with as many as 10 wins for
a total of 20 points, are well
aware of the task that awaits
them. Since Australian great
Ricky Ponting took over as their
coach, Delhi Capitals have
grown from strength to strength
as they finished second runners

up in the 2019 edition before
reaching the summit clash last
year.

This year there aim is to do
one better and win the title.

They are one of the most
balanced sides in the tourna-
ment with a formidable batting
line-up and a potent pace attack
that is aided by seasoned
spinners including
Ravichandran Ashwin.

In Shikhar Dhawan,
Prithvi Shaw and Shreyas
Iyer, Delhi boast of a solid
top order. Pant, along with
Shimron Hetmyer, look after
the middle order, even as they
missed the injured Marcus
Stoinis’ prowess.

Dhawan (618) was the sec-
ond highest run-scorer in 2020
and has already raked up 551
this season. His opening part-
ner Shaw is also coming off a
good game against CSK. 

On the bowling front, the
South African pace duo of
Kagiso Rabada (2020 purple
cap winner) and Anrich Nortje
has proved to a dream pair, hav-
ing scalped 52 wickets together
in 2020. 

Then there is speedster
Avesh Khan, who has taken 23
wickets so far in this season of
the tournament, and he will back
himself to add to his tally against
KKR.

DC have posted five wins in
the UAE leg of the tournament
but one of their defeats here has
come against KKR, and what
better opportunity for them to
exact revenge than in the IPL
playoffs. 

It is easier said than done
though, with Eoin Morgan’s
side enjoying a massive reversal
of fortunes in the Gulf after
enduring a disastrous first half
in India earlier this year.
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INDIA FACE MALDIVES IN SAFF’SHIPS MATCH
Male: Unbeaten still but hugely disappointing so
far, a beleaguered India face hosts Maldives in their
last round-robin league match of the SAFF
Championships here on Wednesday, knowing well
that nothing less than a win will save them from
elimination. A draw or a loss will send India out of
reckoning for the final of the regional tournament
and that will be the worst result for India in recent
memory, which could also raise questions about
head coach Igor Stimac’s continuation at the helm
of affairs.The worst performance for seven-time
champions India before this edition was the third-
place finish in 2003 and the country has either won
or finished runners-up in 11 previous editions.

INDIA QUALIFIED FOR UBER QUATERFINALS
Aarhus (Denmark):  Indian women team
progressed to the quarterfinals of the Uber Cup
with a convincing 4-1 victory over Scotland as
shuttlers Aditi Bhatt and Tasnim Mir registered
confident singles wins, here on Tuesday.  India are
now sitting second in Group B with two wins from
as many matches. The Indian team had beaten
Spain 3-2 on Sunday when top player Saina
Nehwal was forced retire from her match due to a
groin issue. Taking the court first, Malvika Bansod
lost to Kirsty Gilmour 13-21 9-21 before Aditi got
the better of Rachel Sugden 21-14 21-8 to level the
scores. 

THAKUR PARTICIPATES IN CLEAN INDIA DRIVE
New Delhi: Sports Minister Anurag Thakur
participated in the Clean India drive at the
premises of the Humayun’s Tomb along with
volunteers here on Tuesday morning.Organised as
part of the pan-India month-long cleanliness
campaign by the sports ministry to collect and
remove garbage (mainly plastics), the drive has
been initiated to mark ‘Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav’.Speaking on the occasion, Thakur said
through this campaign “we are not only organising
clean India drive but also generating awareness
about clean and healthy surroundings.” 

AMANDEEP LEADS STRONG FIELD
Chandigarh: Amandeep Drall leads a strong field
of Indians who are fresh from their European
sojourn as they tee off in the 10th leg of the Hero
Women’s Pro Golf Tour at the Chandigarh Golf
Club here on Wednesday. Amandeep, who has had
a good season on the Ladies European Tour Access
Series with a few Top-10 finishes, will be joined by
Vani Kapoor, who had a modest season. Gaurika
Bishnoi had some very good finishes too, while
Pranavi Urs and rookie Durga Nittur are also back
after playing in Europe..

KHALIN JOSHI LEADS AT JAIPUR OPEN
Jaipur:  Khalin Joshi sank an eagle and nine birdies
to fire a scorching nine-under 61 for the first
round lead at the Jaipur Open, here on Tuesday.
The Bengaluru golfer had two bogeys. Rookie
Kartik Sharma of Gurugram and M Dharma,
another Bengaluru-based pro, struck error-free
rounds of eight-under 62 consisting of an eagle
and six birdies each to hold joint second position.
Joshi sank some tough par putts at the start which
enabled him to judge the speed of the greens. He
got going with consecutive birdies on the 12th,
13th and 14th before recovering from the bunker
for a birdie on the 17th followed by another birdie
on the par-5 18th. After making the turn at an
impressive four-under, Joshi pushed ahead with a
birdie from close range on the second.  His bogey
on the third was negated by birdies on the fifth,
sixth and seventh, all converted from a range of
eight to 15 feet.  The icing on the cake in his
extraordinary round was the eagle on the par-5
eighth hole where he drained a 10-footer. 
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Former captain Mahendra Singh
Dhoni will not charge any fee for

mentoring the Indian cricket team dur-
ing this month’s T20 World Cup in the
UAE and Oman, BCCI President
Sourav Ganguly told PTI on Tuesday.

The iconic former captain was
brought in as mentor by the BCCI last
month when it announced the squad
for the mega-event, scheduled to start
October 17.  “Dhoni will not charge
anything to mentor the Indian team,”
Ganguly said. The 40-year-old Dhoni
retired from international cricket last
year, his last India game being the 2019
World Cup semi-final, which the team

lost to New Zealand.
It is believed that Dhoni was

brought in for his experience in devis-
ing near-perfect white ball strategies. He
led his franchise Chennai Super Kings
into the IPL finals on Sunday.

One of the most successful captains
in the history of Indian cricket, the enig-
matic wicketkeeper-batter led India to
two world titles -- the 2007 T20 World
Cup in South Africa and the 2011 ODI
World Cup in India.

The reticent player’s retirement,
announced by him through an insta-
gram post on August 15 last year, had
taken the cricket world by surprise and
he has not spoken even once about it
after that. 
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After Royal Challengers
Bangalore’s IPL 2021

campaign came to an end
following a loss to Kolkata
Knight Riders in the
Eliminator at Sharjah, outgo-

ing captain, Virat Kohli on
Tuesday posted an

emotional message
for the RCB fans.

Kohli had
announced before
the start of the UAE
leg of the league
that this will be
his last season
as leader of the
franchise.

“Not the
result we wanted

but I am so proud of the
character shown by the
boys throughout the
tournament. A disap-
pointing end but we
can hold our heads
high. Thank you to
all the fans, manage-
ment & the support
staff for your con-
stant support,” Kohli
wrote on Twitter.

Despite stepping
down as RCB captain,

Kohli reiterated that
he will continue playing
for the franchise as long
as he plays in the IPL.

On Monday,
Royal Challengers
failed to defend the
138 runs their bats-
men managed, which
extended their 
long wait to lift an
IPL trophy. 

The closest
they came to
winning the
trophy in recent
times was in

2016 when they lost to Sunrisers
Hyderabad in the title decider.
Overall, Kohli led RCB in 140 match-

es in the last 11 years. He won 66 of
those games and lost 70 as skipper
of the franchise.
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Delhi Capitals speedster Avesh Khan has
been asked by the BCCI to stay back

in the UAE after the IPL to join India’s T20
World Cup squad as a net bowler.

The 24-year-old is the second fast
bowler, after Kashmiri pace sensation
Umran Malik, who has been asked to join
the team and if BCCI sources are to be
believed, the lanky fast bowler could well
make it to the standby list by the time
World Cup starts on Sunday. India will
open their campaign on October 24 against
Pakistan. “The national selectors have
decided to also include Avesh in the mix.
As of now, he will be a net bowler but if
the team management feels, he can be
upgraded,” a BCCI source close to the selec-
tion committee told PTI on Tuesday.

Avesh bowls at an express pace and in
this edition of the IPL, he has picked 23
wickets for the Capitals with DC still alive
in the competition.
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Indian opener Shafali Verma
dropped a place to be second

among batters while her com-
patriot Smriti Mandhana is
static at the third position in the
ICC Women’s T20 rankings
released on Tuesday.

Verma has 726 rating
points in her kitty while
Mandhana has 709 points.

Australia’s Beth Mooney
climbed a spot to top the chart
with 754 points.

The Australians dominate
the ranking chart as besides
Mooney, two other from the
country -- skipper Meg
Lanning and Alyssa Healy (6th)
-- feature in the top 10.

New Zealand’s Sophie
Devine and Suzie Bates are fifth
and seventh respectively.

After the first T20I against
India was washed out, Mooney
returned with scores of 34 and
61 as Australia emerged victo-
rious in the multi-format series.

Mooney was originally not
part of the squad but came in

as a replacement for Rachael
Haynes, who had to bow out
owing to an injury.

Mooney’s teammate Sophie
Molineux too made signifi-
cant gains in the latest rankings
update, breaking into the top 10

for bowlers after climbing 12
spots to be placed at No. 9. 

Molineux scalped three
wickets in the series at an
economy of 5.60 that helped
restrict India to below-par
scores in the last two games.

Among other Indians,
Rajeshwari Gayakwad, who
ended up as the leading wick-
et-taker of the series with five
wickets in two innings, rose to
the 12th spot. Ashleigh
Gardner broke into the top 10
to occupy the 10th spot in the
all-rounders’ list, thanks to her
fine display with the ball that
saw her finish the series as
Australia’s leading wicket-taker. 

Georgia Wareham, who
finished with three wickets
and 23 runs in the three games,
jumped 14 spots to a career-
high 48.

�%�� 
�6
���98775

Top-seeded Karolina
Plisova was upset by

Beatriz Haddad Maia 6-3 7-
5 at the BNP Paribas Open.

Haddad Maia got into
the main draw as a lucky
loser. She lost in the final
round of qualifying and got
in when No 29 seed Nadia
Podoroska withdrew with a
thigh injury. Haddad Maia
inherited Podoroska’s first-
round bye and then beat
Mayir Sherif in the second
round.

Ranked 115th,  the
Brazilian reached the round
of 16 at a WTA 1000 event

for the first time.
On a windy day at the

Indian Wells Tennis Gardne,
Pliskova held serve to tie the

second set 5-5. Haddad Maia
held and then broke Pliskova
in the final game to wrap up
the win in just over two
hours.

No 10 Angelique Kerber
defeated 20th-seeded Daria
Kasatkina 6-2 1-6 6-4.

No 16 seed Bianca
Andreescu, the 2019 cham-
pion, lost to 18th-seeded
Anett Kontaveit 7-6 (5) 6-3. 

On the men’s side, No 6
Casper Ruud outlasted Lloyd
Harris 6-7 (4) 6-4, 6-4 and
No 10 Diego Schwartzman
beat Daniel Evans 5-7 6-4 6-
0. No 16 Reilly Opelka lost to
23rd-ranked Grigor
Dimitrov 6-3 6-4.
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Sports companies GamePlay and
Aarka Sports on Tuesday

announced the launch of the M S
Dhoni Cricket Academy (MSDCA)
in Bengaluru.

The academy, which has been
set up in Kada Agrahara in
Bidarahalli will commence opera-
tions from November 7 and regis-
trations are currently open, officials
of the companies said at a press con-

ference. Deepak S Bhatnagar, owner
of GamePlay, said, “With the launch
of the M S Dhoni Cricket Academy
in Bengaluru, children who aspire
to make it big in cricket will have the
best of the infrastructure and world-
class coaching facilities to pursue
their dreams.”

With this alliance, children in
the region will get an opportunity to
learn modern coaching methodol-
ogy from MSDCA and their accred-
ited BCCI coaches, Bhatnagar said.

Mihir Diwakar of Aarka Sports
said the MSDCA was formed with
the sole objective to provide plat-
form to aspiring cricketers in the
country through a structured pro-
gramme that equips our players
with the skills they need to succeed
in cricket and in life.

“Our unique and ground
breaking coaching programme is
built around the core values of
integrity, teamwork, enjoyment,
professionalism and adaptability,”
Diwakar said.
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Ayush Dabas of Haryana and 16-
year-old Rupal Chaudhary of Uttar

Pradesh emerged as the fastest male
and female quarter-milers in the third
National Open 400m Championships
here on Tuesday.

Dabas ran his second sub-47 sec-
ond one-lapper in a fortnight, backing
up his 46.58 second effort in National
U-23 Championships here on
September 28 with a victory in 46.86
seconds in the men’s final on Tuesday. 

He was pushed by Tamil Nadu’s
Surendar Selvamani who was the only
other sprinter to stop the clock below

48 seconds.  Yet, it was 16-year-old
Rupal who was the cynosure of all eyes,
with her girls U-18 triumph coming in
a personal best time of 53.73 seconds.
She bettered her previous best of
55.37 seconds, clocked during the
National Junior Athletics
Championships in Guntur in 2019.

There was also an emotional win
for Jammu and Kashmir’s Abrar
Choudhary in the boys U-20 final.
With a determined effort, he turned the
tables on Pankaj (Rajasthan), who was
the fastest in the heats.  There was some
consolation for Rajasthan as Rahul
Kumar Githala claimed the boys U-18
crown in 48.33 seconds.

.%#
��	����<	��#��	����	#�
������
����	
�	(�0	&��	���	��	!�4	7=79

%�
�� 6<B�


Virat Kohli has given Royal
Challengers Bangalore the kind

of profile that very few cricketers can
give even though he couldn’t end his
leadership stint the way he would
have liked, feels the legendary Sunil
Gavaskar.

Kohli’s dream of winning an IPL
title with RCB ended in heartbreak
after Kolkata Knight Riders beat
them by four wickets in the elimina-
tor on Monday.

Gavaskar said not all scripts are
written in the manner players want
them to. Kohli had announced that
he would step down as RCB skipper
after the end of the 14th edition of the
lucrative league.

“He has given RCB that kind of
profile, that brand recognition that
very (few) cricketers have given to
their franchise,” Gavaskar told ‘Star
Sports’.

The former India captain com-
pared Kohli’s last match as RCB skip-
per with Donald Bradman and
Sachin Tendulkar farewells.
“Everybody wants to finish on a high.
But these things never always happen
according to your or fans’ wishes.
Look at what happened to Sir Don
Bradman. Just four runs were need-
ed in his last innings and he gets out
for a zero.

“Sachin Tendulkar would have
wanted to finish with a hundred, he
got 79 (Tendulkar scored 74) in

Mumbai, his 200th Test match. 79 is
not bad but somebody who is used
to making hundreds would have
wanted to get those extra 21 runs and
then end his Test career there,”
Gavaskar added.

Sharing his thoughts on Kohli’s
failure to lift an IPL trophy, Gavaskar
said Kohli had an ever-lasting impact
on the team and mentioned the 2016
season when he amassed close to
1000 runs in a single edition. “The
script is not always written that way.
Not everybody has this great fortune
of going on a high. But can one ever
dispute what he has done for RCB?
He has done magnificently.

“There was one year when he got
973 runs, 27 runs short of 1000 runs.
Nobody has done it, nobody looks
like ever getting to 1000 runs.”

Since taking over as RCB’s cap-
tain in 2013, Kohli has led the team
to the play-offs four times, including
the last two seasons, and the final in
2016.Kohli led RCB in 140 matches,
winning 66 and losing 70. Four
games did not produce any results.
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