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The extension of the Border
Security Force’s (BSF) juris-

diction in States sharing the
International Borders (IB) has
resulted in turning the intense
infighting within the Punjab
Congress, uglier. So much so
that, on Thursday, one of the
State Cabinet Ministers direct-
ly accused party stalwart and
former Chief Minister
Amarinder Singh of being
behind the BJP-led Centre’s
latest move.

“Earlier, when he went to
Delhi and met Union Home
Minister Amit Shah, paddy
procurement was delayed by 10
days and now when he has
gone to Delhi again, the BSF’s
jurisdiction has been increased.
What is Captain sahib trying to
prove? I always said he is with
the BJP,” former Olympian and
Cabinet Minister in the
Charanjit Singh Channi dis-
pensation, Pargat Singh, a
known Navjot Singh Sidhu
loyalist, told media persons.

Pargat said the development
reeks of a design to implement
Governor’s Rule in Punjab by
branding it as a disturbed State.

Continued on Page 2
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Some Hindu temples in
Bangladesh were vandalised

by unidentified people during
Durga Puja celebrations,
prompting the Government to
deploy paramilitary forces in 22
districts after four people were
killed and many others injured
in riots, media reports said on
Thursday. A Home Ministry
spokesperson said that the
Border Guards Bangladesh
(BGB) troops have been
deployed in 22 districts across
the country to stop the spread
of violence.

The Rapid Action Battalion
(RAB) and the armed police
were also ordered to be on
guard with the BGB in 22 of the
64 administrative districts and
elsewhere to contain any vio-
lence, he said.

Three people were killed
during clashes between a mob
and the police at Hajiganj sub-
district in Chandpur, bordering
Cumilla while the fourth suc-
cumbed to his wounds later.
Authorities enforced a ban on
rallies in Haziganj where offi-

cials confirmed the deaths of
four people by gunshots, adding
that two others were critically
injured in the clashes. The
police said that a couple of their

officials were injured as the
mob attacked them and van-
dalised their and local admin-
istrators’ cars.

Continued on Page 2
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As India inches closer to the
ambitious 100-crore

Covid-19 vaccination mark,
the Government has lined up
a series of events, including
announcements from ports,
railway stations, bus stations,
metro stations and airports to
mark the massive success of the
nationwide inoculation drive
that was initiated on 
January 16. 

In the meantime, after a
pause of almost six months,
India-made coronavirus vac-
cines have been sent to Nepal,
Bangladesh, Myanmar and Iran
according to the Government’s
decision to resume their 
supplies, the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) said 
on Thursday.

MEA spokesperson

Arindam Bagchi said the
Government has decided to
send the supplies to countries
in the neighbourhood initially.

Confident that there is
enough stock of vaccines for
domestic purposes, the Union
Health Ministry expects India
to reach the 100-crore mile-
stone by October 19 or 20.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
may also address the nation to
thank healthcare workers for
their immense contribution to
India’s vaccine drive.

To celebrate the milestone,

the BJP has asked its Ministers,
MPs, MLAs, and party func-
tionaries to attend events across
the country.

The focus of the mega out-
reach plan would be States
that will go to polls next year,
including Uttar Pradesh,
Gujarat and Punjab. The mega
celebration will involve front-
line workers, healthcare staff
and Covid warriors, who died
of the infection while playing
a pivotal role in achieving the
target of 100 crore doses. 

Continued on Page 2
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Continuing with his open
defiance of the BJP’s official

line on the farmers’ protest, the
party’s Member of Parliament
in the Lok Sabha Varun Gandhi
on Thursday sought to send
out a “message” to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi by
posting on social media a 41-
year-old speech of the late
party patriarch Atal Bihari
Vajpayee staunchly backing
the farmers’ demands and say-
ing “oppression of farmers will
not be tolerated”.

Varun tweeted a video of
the speech of Vajpayee with an
accompanying text “wise words
from a big-hearted leader”.

In an apparent message to
the top BJP leadership, the
BJP MP posted the short and
sharp clip of former Prime

Minister who seeks to warn the
Government against intimi-
dating and repressing farmers.

“Daman ke tarike chod
dijiye, darane ki koshish mat
kijiye...kisan darne wala nahi..”,
Vajpayee is heard saying in his
speech in Hindi as an
Opposition leader in 1980.

“I want to warn the
Government against intimi-
dating these farmers. Don’t try
to scare us. These farmers are
not going to be scared. We don’t
want to use the farmers’ move-
ments for politics, we support
their genuine demands and if
the Government will try to
scare us, or misuse the laws, or
disregard the peaceful move-
ment of farmers, then we will
also become a part of this 

Continued on Page 2
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Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan
and Uttar Pradesh in the

northern region, Andhra
Pradesh in the southern region,
Bihar and Jharkhand in the
eastern region and Gujarat in
the western region are being
adversely affected by the exist-
ing power crisis even as the
Centre has gone all out to
ensure States are not badly hit.
There was no outage reported
in Delhi, though, on Thursday.

According to the grid reg-
ulator, Power System
Operation Corporation
(POSOCO), which regulates
and maintains all India data of
electricity demand and supply
on a day-to-day basis,
Rajasthan, Punjab and Haryana
are the worst affected, regis-
tering considerable supply
deficits. Bihar and Jharkhand,
too, are registering supply
deficits of 5.12 mega units and
4.92 mega units respectively
and resorting to eight to 10
hours of power cuts these days.

Detailed report on P4
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Thursday

urged Lieutenant-Governor
Anil Baijal to allow Chhath
puja celebrations in the nation-
al Capital. In his letter to the L-
G, Kejriwal asked him to call a
meeting of the Delhi Disaster
Management Authority
(DDMA) as soon as possible to
allow Chhath puja celebra-
tions as the Covid-19 situation
in the national Capital was 
under control.

The development comes
amid a sharp attack on the
Kejriwal Government and
protests by the Delhi BJP and
Congress against the Chhath
ban. 

Recently, in a protest out-

side the CM’s house, Manoj
Tiwari, Member of Parliament,
(MP) had got injured. Tiwari,
very popular among the
Poorvanchalis said when “spas
and swimming pools can be re-
opened then why can’t  people
perform Chhath puja.”

In his letter to the L-G,
Kejriwal said the Covid situa-
tion in Delhi has been under
control for the last three
months and he believes that the
permission to celebrate Chhath
should be given with suitable
protocols in place in view of 
the pandemic.

Continued on Page 2
More reports on P3
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The Special Investigation
Team (SIT) probing the

Lakhimpur Kheri violence in
which nine people, including
four farmers, were killed on
October 3, recreated the
sequence of events on
Thursday with the help of four
people arrested in the case,
including the Union Minister
of State for Home Ajay Mishra’s
son Ashish Mishra, and his
friend Ankit Das.

The investigators took
Ashish, his friend Das, body-
guard Latif and driver Shekhar
Bharti to the site of the incident
on the Tikonia-Banbirpur road

under tight security and the
entire area was cordoned off.
During the exercise, a team of
the Forensic Science
Laboratory, Lucknow, was also

present along with the SIT.
Personnel of the Rapid Action
Force (RAF) were also
deployed along with the
Provincial Armed
Constabulary (PAC) jawans.

The accused were ques-
tioned about their presence
on the spot even though they
knew that the farmers were
protesting there. The SIT
arranged for three SUVs and
also mannequins to recreate
how the speeding vehicles
mowed down farmers on that
fateful day.

Ashish alias ‘Monu’ was
arrested in the case on October
9 after 12 hours of questioning,
and a court accepted his police
custody from October 12 to 15.
Bharti was arrested on October
12, while Das and Latif alias Kale
were arrested on October 13.

Continued on Page 2
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ASpecial Court under the
Narcotic Drugs and

Psychotropic Substances Act
(NDPS Act) on Thursday
reserved its order on a bail
application filed by Bollywood
superstar Shah Rukh Khan’s
eldest son Aryan Khan in the
mid-sea drug bust case for
October 20, after the prosecu-
tion opposed the plea alleging
that the prime accused was a
regular consumer of drugs for
the past few years and that he
was part of the conspiracy.

Opposing Aryan’s bail
application, Additional

Solicitor General (ASG) Anil
Singh told the special court that
the prime accused had admit-
ted that the seized drug was
meant for his and friend’s con-
sumption and that the latter
could not escape liability on the
ground that no recovery was
made from him.

Continued on Page 2

����� ���������

Pakistan’s national flag carrier
on Thursday suspended flight

operations to Afghanistan due to
what it termed “security con-
cerns”, hours after the Taliban
Government threatened to ban
the airline unless it reduced the
fare on the Kabul-Islamabad
route to previous levels.

A spokesperson for the
Pakistan International Airlines
(PIA) confirmed the develop-
ment, saying Kabul operations
of the airline will remain sus-
pended until further notice.

There are currently two air-
line carriers — PIA and
Afghanistan’s Kam Air — which
operate chartered flights to
Kabul with high fares.

Continued on Page 2
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The Centre’s decision to
expand the operational

jurisdiction of the Border
Security Force (BSF) from 15
km to 50 km in Assam, Punjab
and West Bengal, and reduce it
from 80 km to 50 km in Gujarat
is aimed at standardising the
Central paramilitary’s role in
the States with International
Borders (IB) as also to break the

nexus of the local police with
the smuggling syndicates patro-
nised by the local politicians.

Officials said the move is
also expected to lead to fair
investigation in smuggling
cases, including through drones
which have been reported to be
dropping arms and narcotics
30-35 km inside the areas from
the international boundary. In
addition to these, illegal immi-
gration from the bordering

countries and their nexus with
the terror groups is also a
major concern for the Centre.

With the latest decision, a
BSF officer of the rank corre-
sponding to that of the lowest
rank is now empowered under
the Criminal Procedure Code
(CrPC), to exercise and dis-
charge powers and duties with-
out an order from a Magistrate
and without a warrant.

Continued on Page 2
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The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) noted on

Thursday that the Indian
Mission is in close contact
with the Bangladeshi authori-
ties over the reported attacks on
Durga Puja pandals and tem-
ples. MEA spokesperson
Arindam Bagchi told the
media, “We note that the

Government of Bangladesh
has reacted promptly to ensure
control of the situation, 
including the deployment of
law enforcement machinery.
We also understand that the
celebrations of Durga Puja
continue with the support of
Bangladesh Government 
agencies and majority of 
the public.”

Continued on Page 2
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Atruce seems to have been
struck as a sulking Punjab

Congress president Navjot
Sidhu on Thursday met the
party central leadership and
emerged to say that he had
expressed his “concerns regard-
ing Punjab and Punjab
Congress to the party high-
command. I have full faith in
Congress president, Priyanka

and Rahul. Whatever decision
they’ll take, it’ll be for the bet-
terment of Congress and
Punjab,” he said. Sidhu had ten-
dered his resignation over dif-
ferences over some inductions
in the Channi Cabinet. “Sidhu
will work as Punjab Congress
president and set up an organ-
isational structure. An
announcement will be made on
Friday,” Congress’ Punjab in-
charge Harish Rawat said.
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India was re-elected to the
UN Human Rights Council

for the 2022-24 term on
Thursday and vowed to con-
tinue to work for the promo-
tion and protection of Human
Rights through “Samman,
Samvad and Sahyog.”

“India gets re-elected to the
@UN_HRC (2022-24) for a 6th
term with overwhelming
majority. Heartfelt gratitude
to the @UN membership for
reposing its faith in India.

“We will continue to work
for promotion and protection
of Human Rights through
#Samman #Samvad #Sahyog
#Samman #Samvad #Sahyog,”
India’s Permanent Mission to
the UN tweeted.

Continued on Page 2
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The Trinamool Congress,
Left and Congress have

vehemently protested against
the Centre’s decision to expand
the jurisdiction of Border
Security Force to 50 kms say-
ing it is a direct infringement
of State’s rights. The BSF hith-
erto enjoyed a jurisdiction of 15
km from the international bor-
der.

“Law and order is a State
subject and that cannot be
infringed upon by the Centre
… the Constitution is clear on
that … this move by the Centre
to expand BSF’s jurisdiction
will amount to meddling in law
and order matters of the State
which is unacceptable,” said
senior TMC leader and Bengal
minister Firhad Hakim.

The Trinamool Congress
Government strongly opposes

this high handed decision
taken by the Centre … it is
arbitrary and amounts to an
infringement on the rights of
the state… What was the sud-
den need to enhance the BSF's
jurisdiction without informing
the State Government … is it
because they want to compen-
sate for their electoral defeat in
Bengal?" TMC spokesperson
Kunal Ghosh said.

By amending the BSF Act
the Centre has provided the
BSF with additional teeth to
carry out its works unhin-
dered by the police and with-
out the help from the State
police. It can undertake search,
seizure and arrest suspects
within 50 km inside the border
in the States of Bengal, Assam
and Punjab.

With Bengal sharing a long
border with Bangladesh a “ter-
ritorial expansion” for the BSF

can mean a “substantial loss” of
jurisdiction for the State Police
worth a whopping 110,850
square km. This is exclusive of
the border distance shared by
Nepal and Bhutan. Bengal-
Bangladesh has a di8stance of
2,217 km.

Reacting strongly to the
development TMC MP
Saugato Roy said that the “State
Government is concerned with
the development because the
Home Ministry under Amit
Shah has an unimpressive track
record.”

Left leaders like Sujan
Chakrabarty too opposed the
decision attacking the BJP
Government for “its expan-
sionist” policies and the
Trinamool Congress for “cre-
ating a situation where the
BJP is feeling encouraged and
emboldened to take such
actions … this deplorable.”
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DRDO has developed
counter-drone technolo-

gy and transferred it to indus-
tries, which have taken orders
from the armed forces and
security forces of the country,
a senior official of the organi-
sation said on Thursday.
"DRDO has developed anti-
drone technology. It has all the
necessary elements required
to counter drones, whether it is
detection, tracking or surveil-
lance and even a process called
software and hardware,"
Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO) chief G Satheesh
Reddy said.

He was speaking to
reporters on the sidelines of the
foundation stone-laying cere-
mony of the DRDO-sponsored

Kalam Centre for Science and
Technology (KCST) at the
Central University of Jammu in
Samba. Reddy said the tech-
nology has been transferred to
multiple industries, which have
taken orders from the armed
forces and security forces of the
country.

"They are providing it to
them. They will be delivering
it to them (security and armed
forces) to tackle the drones that
are coming in (from across the
border)," he added. Reddy said
the capability of the anti-drone
system has been demonstrated
multiple times, adding, "It was
deployed on the Independence
Day and the Republic Day
also." Earlier, Reddy laid the
foundation stone of Kalam
Centre for Science and
Technology (KCST) at the
sprawling campus of Central
University of Jammu.
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The All India Anna Dravida
Munnetra Kazhakam

(AIADMK) which is formed
on 17th October 1972 by mati-
nee idol late M G
Ramachandran is entering a
crucial phase of its history this
Sunday. The year 2022 marks
the Golden Jubilee of the party
that ruled Tamil Nadu for a
total of 25 years (1977-1987,
1991-1996, 2001-2006 and
2011- 2016) since its birth in
1972. The AIADMK won all
these elections under the lead-
ership of party founder MGR
or his chosen heir Jayalalithaa.
With the demise of Jayalalithaa
in 2016, the AIADM has
become like a rudderless ship
and was wiped out in the 2019
Lok Sabha election as well as
the 2021 Assembly election.
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Two Indian soldiers including a Junior
Commissioned Officer (JCO) received crit-

ical injuries in a second major strike in the last
four days by the heavily armed terrorists in the
general area of Nar Khas forest in Mendhar sub
division of Poonch late Thursday evening. Five
Indian soldiers were martyred in the Dera ki Gali
area of Surankote on October 11.

Following heavy exchange of firing in the area
the vehicular movement on the Rajouri-Poonch
National Highway has been halted to prevent any
loss of life and injury to commuters.  Defence PRO
Lt-Col Devender Anand in a statement said, "In
an ongoing Counter Terrorist operation in the
general area Nar Khas Forest, Mendhar Sub
Division, District Poonch there has been exchange
of fire between army troops and terrorists dur-
ing evening hours on  Thursday.
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Kerala’s see-saw battle with
Covid-19 continued on

Thursday,a closed holiday in
the State on account of Vijaya
Dasami as the number of new
persons diagnosed with the
pandemic came down 
slightly to 9,246.
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New Delhi: The Lohegaon air-
port in Pune will remain closed
for 14 days from October 16 as
the Indian Air Force (IAF) has
taken the runway for resurfac-
ing work, while a chopper firm
will operate sorties to and from
Mumbai — the nearest opera-
tional airport during this peri-
od.   ‘

“This is to inform all pas-
sengers that as per information
received from Indian Air Force
(IAF), due to runway resurfac-
ing works, all flights from Pune
Airport will not operate for 14
days from 16 October 2021 to
29 October 2021," the airport
tweeted on its official handle. All
commercial flights operating
from the airport will remain
suspended from October 16 to
29 due to the closure.

The Lohegaon Airport will
have a second shut down with-
in 13 years.  PNS
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From Page 1
On Monday, the Union

Home Ministry issued a Gazette
notification increasing the juris-
diction of the BSF to give its offi-
cers the powers of arrest, search
and seizure to the extent of 50
km from the borders inside the
bordering States of Punjab, West
Bengal, Assam and Tripura.

According to an affidavit
submitted before the Supreme
Court earlier, as many as 40,000
Rohingya migrants who have
illegally entered the country are
residing in sensitive areas like
Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) as
well as Hyderabad and
Bengaluru. The National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
probe in the Bodh Gaya blasts
had revealed the role of the
Rohingyas. The Jamaat-ul-
Mujahideen Bangladesh, a ter-
ror outfit from Bangladesh had
also formed a large network of
jehadis in West Bengal and
Assam for carrying out terror-
ist activities, officials said.

They said the Rohingyas are
being trained by the Pakistani
terror groups like Lashkar-e-
Tayabba in Myanmar for carry-
ing out terrorist actions in var-
ious countries, including in
India. The LeT is also known to
exploit the Rohingya migrants in
India for terrorist actions as was
the case in Bodh Gaya blasts.

According to the notifica-
tion, BSF officers are now autho-
rised to take action under the
CrPC, Passport Act, Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances Act and Passport
(Entry to India) Act.

The Ministry notified that
the BSF will also be able to
search and arrest in Nagaland,
Mizoram, Tripura, Manipur and
Ladakh. However, the jurisdic-
tion of BSF in Gujarat has been
reduced while in Rajasthan the
radius area has been kept 50 km
as before.

The jurisdiction for the BSF
extends to the whole of five
Northeastern States of
Meghalaya, Nagaland, Mizoram,
Tripura and Manipur. No such
operational boundary has been
quantified for the Union
Territories of J&K and Ladakh.

From Page 1
‘All the departments concerned have

been instructed to be prepared in advance
to disseminate the achievement via the
media to make people aware of it.

A special recognition will also likely be
announced to motivate the healthcare
workers and professionals, and ASHA
and Anganwadi workers who have been
working tirelessly in the fight against
Covid.

Union Health Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya had said on Wednesday that the
country will produce over 28 crore doses
in October as it continues to ramp up its
supply. 

From Page 1
“Captain sahib please do not do this. Do not go down

this road by mixing up with the BJP. The BJP cannot let
Punjab become a disturbed State and impose Governor’s
Rule in the State. I want to tell them that we will not allow
the BJP to be successful in its designs. It is a sample of
the BJP’s polarisation policy,” he said. Pargat has been a
staunch critic and opponent of Amarinder, who, inci-
dentally, supported the Centre’s move. “Our soldiers are
being killed in Kashmir. We’re seeing more & more
weapons & drugs being pushed by Pak-backed terror-
ists into Punjab. BSF’s enhanced presence & powers will
only make us stronger. Let’s not drag central armed forces
into politics,” Amarinder Singh’s media adviser said on
Twitter.Former Punjab Pradesh Congress Committee
chief and the party’s Lok Sabha MP from Punjab Sunil
Jakhar also launched a veiled attack on the former CM
saying “the country is always proud of our security forces
which are meant to secure our borders and protect India
from foreign aggressors. Using them to cover up failures
and to clean up the mess created by leaders and
Governments is very alarming.”The Congress, for its part,
slammed the Centre over its “unilateral” decision to
increase the BSF’s jurisdiction in a few States.AICC chief
spokesperson Randeep Singh Surjewala claimed at a Press
conference the move was meant to divert people’s atten-
tion from the recent drug haul from the Adani-run
Mundra Port in Gujarat.Taking a dig at Home Minister
Amit Shah and his famous “chronology samjhiye” remark,
Surjewala linked the 25,000 kg shipment that reportedly
came through the Adani Port in June, and a 3,000 kg (val-
ued at Rs 20,000 crore) shipment captured at the same
port in September, to the order on BSF jurisdiction.

“The Chronology- 25,000 kgs of heroin drugs came
through Adani Port, Gujarat on 9/6/2021. 3,000 kgs of
heroin drugs caught at Adani Port, Gujarat on 13/9/2021,
BSF jurisdiction unilaterally increased from 15 kms to
50 kms in Punjab. Federalism Dead, Conspiracy Clear,”
said the Congress leader.

From Page 1
farmers’ protest in their

support”,  said Vajpayee in the
video posted by Varun.

The BJP MP’s continued
vocal support for farmers’ agi-
tation and demanded for the
arrest of the Lakhimpur Kheri
violence on October 3 comes
about nine months before the
next year’s Uttar Pradesh
Assembly elections, where the
BJP is seeking a second
inning. 

Varun’s defiance has
already led to his and his
mother Maneka Gandhi’s
ouster from the national exec-
utive.

From Page 1
After hearing the ASG, the lawyers of Aryan

and other accused seeking bail, Additional
Sessions Judge VV Patil of the special NDPS court
reserved his ruling for October 20.  The judge said
that on Wednesday next (October 20) he would
pronounce orders on three bail applications,
including that of Aryan.

The special court is hearing the bail pleas of
Aryan and four others ---Arbaaz Merchant,
Mohak Jaswal, Nupur Satija and Munmun
Dhamecha. 

Twenty-three-year-old Aryan and four oth-
ers --- Arbaaz, Mohak, Nupur and  Dhamecha
- were among the eight persons arrested by the
NCB on October 3, a night after 
the NCB officials busted a rave party and seized
13 grams of cocaine, 5 grams of MD
(Mephedrone), 21 grams of Charas, 22 pills of
MDMA (Ecstasy) and Rs 1.33 lakh in cash from
Goa-bound cruise ship off the Mumbai coast
here.

From Page 1
On Thursday, Taliban

spokesman Zabihullah
Mujahid asked the PIA and
Afghan Kam Air to reduce
fares on the Kabul-Islamabad
route to previous levels or
face a halt to their flight
operations.

A letter from
Afghanistan’s Ministry of
Transport and Civil Aviation
asked the PIA and Kam Air
to bring down the airfare for
Kabul-Islamabad flights to
the level that existed before
the Taliban seized control of
Kabul on August 15.

PIA has been the only
foreign carrier 
operating regular flights out
of Kabul.

From Page 1
“I have urged L-G to allow

Chhath pooja celebrations in
Delhi. Corona is now in control
and many other states have
allowed it,” Kejriwal wrote on
Twitter while sharing his letter
to Baijal on the platform.

In an order on September
30, the DDMA prohibited
Chhath celebrations at public
places, including at riverbanks,
waterbodies and temples, in
view of the threat posed by
Covid-19. Neighbouring States
like Uttar Pradesh, Haryana
and Rajasthan have also given
permission for Chhath celebra-
tions with reasonable restrictions
for health and safety, the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) leader said
in his letter to the L-G, adding,
“I urge you to kindly call a meet-
ing of the DDMA as soon as
possible and grant permission
for Chhath pooja celebrations.”

Sources in the secretariat
said the Chief Secretary has been
asked to convene a meeting of
the DDMA to take a decision on
the issue.

From Page 1
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From Page 1
The Indian High

Commission in Dhaka, as well
as consulates, are in touch with
the authorities”, Bagchi said.

For his part, BJP leader
Suvendu Adhikari wrote a letter
to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi asking him to take urgent
steps to provide relief to the
‘Sanatani People’ of Bangladesh
in view of the incident. “The
notorious vandals are habituat-
ed in targeting the ‘Sanatani’
minority community of
Bangladesh. This time the reli-
gious fanatics took to the streets
to vandalise several Durga Puja
pandals and various temples
also,” he wrote.

From Page 1
They, however, did not

explain if the casualties were
caused due to the police actions
but media reports said that the
police opened fire on a mob of
over 500 people.

The police said that they
have so far detained 43 people
in connection with the vio-
lence. 

People who posted the first
video on the Cumilla puja
venue on social media were
also under custody.

“Investigations are under-
way and we are identifying the
culprits also using security
camera footage,” police’s
Deputy Inspector General
Anwar Hossain told the media
in Cumilla.

From Page 1
On Thursday, investigators reached

the district jail premises in the morning
to take Das, Latif and Bharti into police
custody. The trio was taken to the crime
branch’s office at Reserve Police Lines.

On October 3, a total of eight persons
died, including four farmers who ere were
knocked down by a vehicle carrying
Bharatiya Janata party workers. In retal-
iation, infuriated farmers torched two
SUVs and lynched some people in the
vehicles. The other deceased included two
BJP workers and their driver. The violence
also left a journalist dead.

In the aftermath, farmers alleged that
the Union Minister’s son Ashish was in
one of the vehicles, an allegation which
was vehemently denied by Mishra.
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The Delhi Prisons Department
has suspended its 28 jail offi-

cials after they were found to be
complicit with Unitech’s impris-
oned ex-promoters Ajay Chandra
and Sanjay Chandra. The Delhi
Police Crime Branch had on
Tuesday registered a case after 32
officials of Tihar Jail were found to
be complicit with the duo. The FIR
was registered under the Prevention
of Corruption Act and the IPC and
investigation was taken up.

“The 28 officials of Tihar Jail
number 7 have been suspended
while the services of two contrac-
tual employees are being termi-

nated. Two officials will be sus-
pended by the Delhi Government,”
said a senior jail official. On
October 6, the Supreme Court had
directed suspension of Tihar jail
officials, registration of case against
them and full-fledged probe into
their collusion with Sanjay and Ajay
based on Delhi Police
Commissioner Asthana's report.

The SC had also directed that
jail officials who have been prima
facie found to be complicit in the
course of the enquiry to be placed
under suspension and had direct-
ed the Union Ministry of Home
Affairs to respond to the sugges-
tions which were contained in the
report submitted by Asthana.
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The Delhi High Court has
directed the Delhi

Government to decide within
six weeks a complaint alleging
that 77 trees have gone missing
in Sarvodaya Enclav area here
over a span of seven years.

Justice Rekha Palli direct-
ed that a reasoned and speak-
ing order be passed by DCF
(South) & Tree Officer, South
Division, Department of
Forests & Wildlife on the com-
plaint made by Bhavreen
Kandhari in December 2020.

The court was hearing a
petition by Khandhari — an
environmental activist — seek-
ing a direction that necessary
action be taken on her complaint
within four weeks.

Delhi government counsel
said that there was no objection
with respect to deciding the peti-
tioner's complaint expeditious-
ly.

“In the light of the aforesaid
stand taken by the respondent,
the writ petition, along with the
pending application, is disposed
of by directing the respondent to
decide the petitioner's com-
plaint dated 08.12.2020 by pass-
ing a reasoned and speaking
order within a period of six
weeks from today,” the court
ordered on October 11.

The judge clarified that it
was not expressing any opinion
on the claims but said that if the
petitioner was aggrieved by the
order passed by the authorities,

it would be open for her to take
legal recourse as per law.

In her petition, filed through
lawyers Aditya N Prasad and
Dhriti Chhabra, the petitioner
stated that she made a complaint
to the concerned official after
two Tree Censuses, that were
conducted in Sarvodaya Enclave,
New Delhi in 2011-2012 and
2018-2019, showed found that

77 trees had gone missing in the
colony.

“The 2012 Census was con-
cluded with the recommenda-
tion of the immediate planting
of 1000 trees in Sarvodaya
Enclave, New Delhi to ensure
that the green cover in the
colony was maintained.
Nevertheless, another Tree
Census that was conducted in

the aforesaid colony in the years
2018 and 2019 revealed that the
street tree count in the colony
had dropped from 784 to 731
trees over a span of 7 years
despite the addition of 21 new
trees,” the petition said.

"The Complaint was pre-
dominantly based on the incon-
sistencies between two Tree
Censuses that were conducted in

Sarvodaya Enclave, New Delhi
in the years, 2011 & 2012 and
2018 & 2019 as per which it was
found that 77 trees had gone
missing in the colony over a
span of 7 years," it added.

The petitioner informed
that the concerned authority
neither acknowledged nor
acted upon the requests made
in the complaint.

New Delhi:A Delhi court has
framed charges of rioting and
arson against nine accused in a
February 2020 riots case, saying
that it would be a “miscarriage
of justice” to throw out the pros-
ecution's case merely because
the statements of the public wit-
nesses were recorded after a
delay.

Additional Sessions Judge
Virender Bhat said that the
delay in recording statements of
the witnesses by the police
was not deliberate or contu-
macious and was occasioned
on account of the situation
which prevailed in Delhi's
northeast area during and after
the alleged rioting.

The nine accused were
allegedly part of the unlawful
assembly and caused damage,
looted properties worth crores
of rupees, burnt a large num-
ber of houses, shops, schools,
and vehicles on February 25,
2020, as per the police. It relied
on the statements of four pub-
lic witnesses.

The judge took exception

to the submission made by the
defence counsel that the pub-
lic witnesses were not trust-
worthy and were planted as
their statements were recorded
one month after the date of the
alleged incident.

The judge noted that there
was an atmosphere of terror
and trauma for several days
even after these riots and the
public witnesses were terrified
and reluctant to present their
version of the incident before
the investigating agency.

“Keeping these circum-
stances in view, it would be a
miscarriage of justice to disbe-
lieve the statements of these
witnesses at this very stage and
throw out the prosecution case
merely for the reason that their
statements were recorded after
about one month of the inci-
dent,” ASJ Bhat stated in an
order dated October 11.

He added, “In the opinion
of this court, the delay in
recording of the statements of
witnesses does not appear to be
deliberate or contumacious. It

appears to have occasioned on
account of the situation which
prevailed in the area during
and after the incident of riot-
ing and therefore, the accused
cannot claim discharge in this
case merely on this score.”

During the course of the
hearing, Delhi Police apprised
the court that the nine accused
created disharmony in the soci-
ety by threatening and terror-
izing the public at large and that
their action was not only
anti-national but also a chal-
lenge to Rules of Law in Delhi.

The defence counsels, how-
ever, submitted that CCTV
video footage which forms part
of the charge sheet in the case
pertains to the date February 24,
whereas the incident admitted-
ly took place on February 25,
2020.

The counsels pointed out
that there was no CCTV video
footage on record which per-
tains to the date February 25, a
fact not disputed by the senior
public prosecutor, according
to the court's order. PTI
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Alarge number of Congress workers held a
demonstration outside the residence of Delhi

Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal against the ban on
Chhath celebrations at public places.

Hundreds of party workers along with senior
Congress leaders participated in the protest. Congress
Delhi unit president Anil Kumar said that the ban
on puja has hurt the religious sentiments of lakhs
of Poorvanchalis living in Delhi for years.

Besides Kumar, prominent others who participated
in the demonstration were Former Union Minister
Jagdish Tytler, former MP Ramesh Kumar, Pradesh
Purvanchal Congress Chairman Shivji Singh, senior
party leaders Jai Kishan, Kunwar and Parvez Alam.

“Chhat Puja is the most important religious festi-
val of Poorvanchalis, and this festival had earned a niche
slot in Delhi for the past many years. It was the Congress
Government which had made Chhat Ghats on the banks
of the Yamuna and at other water bodies to facilitate
puja, but the AAP Government denied permission to
hold Chhat Puja though the Government did not deny
permission to hold other festivals,” he said. Kumar said
that the Chief Minister should give permission to hold
the Chhat Puja immediately, otherwise he would be
treating the hard-working people of Poorvanchal in a
step-motherly fashion yet again (as he had done dur-
ing the Covid-19 pandemic lockdowns).

Kumar said that the AAP Government had no
problem liberalizing the excise policy and opening
liquor shops everywhere and the mad rush outside
liquor outlets violating all the Covid protocols with
impunity but the CM was spreading the lie that
Chhat Puja will spread the Covid pandemic with-
out any evidence.
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The Delhi Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) on
Thursday accused Chief Minister Arvind

Kejriwal of playing anti-Hindu politics after
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) supremo wrote
a letter to Lieutenant Governor Anil Baijal
seeking permission for Chhath pooja in the
city. Senior BJP leader, Amit Malviya on
micro-blogging website, twitter, said, “Arvind
Kejriwal and his spineless but decisively anti-
Hindu politics. It took him just six days to
flip.”

He also questioned whether the CM
wrote to the L-G before granting relaxation
for Eid. “

“After getting slammed by Delhi BJP and
MP Manoj Tiwari’s campaign demanding
restoration of Chhath Puja, Arvind Kejriwal
backs off. The question is – did he write to
the LG before relaxing norms for Eid and
opening swimming pools? Why did he then
try to clamp down on Chhath Puja?” he said.

The  BJP leader also shared a video in
which Kejriwal is heard saying permission for
Chhath puja cannot be given because devo-
tees get down into water during puja and even
if there is one COVID infected person, it can
lead to an increase in the number of COVID
cases.

Delhi state BJP president Adesh Gupta
claimed the whole epiosde as  the victory of
poorvanchal morcha against Kejriwal in
context to chhath festivities.
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After his meeting with the
concerned department on

the ‘Red Light on, Gadi Off ’
campaign, Environment
Minister Gopal Rai on
Thursday said 2,500 civil
defence volunteers will be
deployed for the effective
implementation of the cam-
paign starting October 18. 

According to DPCC offi-
cials, the campaign will be
carried out at 100 traffic inter-
sections across Delhi. The
mock drill of the campaign will
be conducted on Sunday.

Sharing the minutes of
meetings, Rai said the decision
was collective and taken after
a joint meeting with the Delhi
police, civil defence officials ,
DPCC officials and SDMs. “It
was decided that this campaign
to check pollution will be car-
ried out on 100 crossings in 13
police districts. At 90 crossings,
batches of 10 civil defence
volunteers each will be
deployed. However, at anoth-
er 10 major intersections,
batches of 20 civil defence
volunteers each will be
engaged,”Rai said.
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Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) on
Thursday alleged the BJP-

ruled North MCD of “defraud-
ing” its own employees by not
depositing the amount of
‘General Provident Fund’ (GPF)
in their accounts even after
deducting it from salaries.

AAP Chief Spokesperson
Saurabh Bhardwaj said that as
per information, instead of
�1,232 crores, only � 28 crore
present in North MCD’s GPF
accounts. The AAP leader
demand the BJP leaders to
answer about the remaining
�1200 crore.

“Not even a single penny
has been deposited into GPF
accounts since 2014 by the

BJP-ruled MCD and neither
has it paid GPF payouts to sev-
eral retired employees till date,”
he said.

Talking about the issue, he
further said, “We are all well
aware of the fact that every com-
pany whether private or govern-
ment has to implement GPF
deduction in the employee’s
salary. The AAP leader further
said that both the employee
and the employer deposit equal
proportions of money towards
it and the money gets deposit-
ed into their GPF account.

“GPF money holds a huge
importance for an employee.
The BJP leader including
mayor must answer why the
money has not been deposited
till now,” he said.
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Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan
and Uttar Pradesh in the

northern region, Andhra
Pradesh in the southern region,
Bihar and Jharkhand in the
eastern region and Gujarat in
the western region are being
adversely affected by the exist-
ing power crisis even as the
Centre has gone all out to
ensure States are not badly hit.
There was no outage reported
in Delhi, though, on Thursday.

According to the grid reg-
ulator, Power System Operation
Corporation (POSOCO),
which regulates and maintains
all India data of electricity
demand and supply on a day to
day basis, Rajasthan, Punjab
and Haryana are the worst
affected, registering consider-
able supply deficits. Bihar and
Jharkhand  too are registering
supply deficits of 5.12 mega
units and 4.92 mega units
respectively and resorting to
eight to 10 hours of power cuts
these days.

Rajasthan witnessed 17.89
mega unit shortfall on October
13; Punjab 5.25 mega unit;
Haryana 8.73 mega unit and
Uttar Pradesh 1.92 mega unit.
Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh
regions witnessed a supply
deficit of upto 3.45 mega units.
There was no outage in Delhi.
On Thursday, the maximum
demand was recorded 4179

mega watt in Delhi which was
met by the discoms. Gujarat
faced a shortfall of 3.83 mega
units on October 13 and
Andhra Pradesh witnessed a
shortfall of 3.84 mega units.

The Ministry of Power on
Thursday claimed that the
coal-based capacity under out-
age due to coal shortage has
reduced. “Power System
Operation Corporation
Limited (POSOCO) has
reported that the total capaci-
ty of units under outage due to
low coal stocks has reduced
from 11 GW on 12th Oct to 5
GW on 14th October,” it said.

Union Coal Minister
Pralhad Joshi continued his vis-
its  to different coal mines to
take first-hand stock of on-
ground situation. After Dipka
mines in Chhattisgarh, he vis-
ited the Ashoka mines of the
Central Coalfields Ltd (CCL) at
Piparwar in Chatra district of
Jharkhand and held discussions

with officials of CCL and
Eastern Coalfields Ltd (ECL)
on the prevailing situation.

Increased economic activ-
ity after the second wave of the
coronavirus pandemic has dri-
ven up demand for coal, lead-
ing to a supply shortage, forc-
ing northern states such as
Bihar, Rajasthan and Jharkhand
to cut power for up to 14
hours a day.

According to the POSO-
CO, the power supply in India
fell about 830 mega units short
of demand during the first 13
days of October, largely due to
a coal shortage, a deficit of 1.6
per cent. The October shortfall
was already the biggest in
absolute terms for a single
month since November 2018,
even with 19 days of October
still left.

After meeting with the
CCL and ECL’s officials on
Thursday, the minister said
the power plants in the coun-
try will continue to receive the
required amount of coal. "We
are witnessing an improve-
ment now," he said, asked
about the current situation.
The minister said that closure
of some mines, and inundation
of a few others due to monsoon
led to the crisis but there is no
need to panic as the situation
is improving."We can produce
two million tonnes of coal per
day," he said, asserting the
need for producing more coal.
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The first-term board exam-
inations for Classes 10 and

12 will be conducted offline in
November-December and the
date-sheet for the same will be
announced on October 18, the
Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) said on
Thursday.

The board said the exams
will be objective-type and the
duration of the tests will be 90
minutes. The exams will start
from 11.30 am instead of 10.30
am, keeping in view the winter
season. Bifurcating the acade-
mic session, holding two term-
end exams and rationalising the

syllabus were part of the spe-
cial assessment scheme for
Classes 10 and 12 board exams
in 2021-22 announced by the
CBSE in July in view of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

"After the conduct of the
term-1 exams, the results in the
form of marks scored will be
declared. No student will be
placed in the pass, compart-
ment and essential repeat cat-
egories after the first term.
The final results will be
announced after the first and
the second-term examination,"
CBSE Examination Controller
Sanyam Bhardwaj said.

"Practical exams or internal
assessment will be completed in

schools before the first-term
exams are over. The marks
allotted will be 50 per cent of
the total marks and mentioned
in the syllabus. The schools will
be informed separately about
the full scheme so that they can
make the necessary prepara-

tions," he added.
Bhardwaj further said the

second-term examination
would be conducted in March-
April, 2022 and whether it will
be objective or subjective-type
will depend on the Covid sit-
uation in the country.
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Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya on

Thursday met former Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh,
admitted to the AIIMS here
after complaining of weakness
following a fever, and enquired
about his health even as Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
wished his predecessor a
speedy recovery. “I pray for the
good health and speedy recov-
ery of Dr Manmohan Singh Ji,”
PM Modi tweeted.

Former Congress chief
Rahul Gandhi also visited
AIIMS to enquire about the
health of the former PM and
wished him a speedy recovery.
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal also prayed for his
speedy recovery

Union minister Mukhtar
Abbas Naqvi, former Union
minister Ashwani Kumar,
Congress leader Mukul Wasnik
and Shiv Sena leader and Rajya
Sabha member Priyanka
Chaturvedi also wished Singh
a speedy recovery. Among oth-
ers, former Punjab chief min-
ister Amarinder Singh,
Congress leader Abhishek
Singhvi and NCP’s Nawab
Malik also prayed for the ex-
prime minister’s good health.

Singh was Wednesday
admitted to the AIIMS owing
to weakness and exhaustion.
The senior Congress leader,
who turned 89 last month,
had been undergoing treat-
ment for fever at home for the
last couple of days.
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With restrictions easing
during the festive season,

India's Covid-19 cases and
deaths are again surging. As per
the Union Health Ministry's
data, India on Thursday regis-
tered 3000 cases more than
what it did on Wednesday. 

In the last 24 hours, it
added 18,987 cases and 246
deaths while it was 15,823
infections and 226 deaths on

Wednesday, when the country
saw the lowest daily rise in
Covid cases since early March.

The Ministry has been
consistently warning the peo-
ple not to let their guard down
as virus can take ugly shape in
view of easing of restrictions in
crowded places amidst cele-
bration of festivities.

The active Covid cases in
India comprise 0.61 per cent of
the total infections, the lowest
since March 2020 -- the active

caseload at present is 2,07,653,
lowest in 214 days, said the
Ministry in a statement.

India's total Covid infec-
tion tally has reached
3,40,01,743 while the death
count has increased to 4,51,189.
A total of 13,25,399 tests were
conducted, taking the number
of cumulative tests conducted
so far to 58,63,63,442.

The national COVID-19
recovery rate was recorded at
98.06 per cent, highest since
March 2020. At least 22,844
recoveries in the last 24 hours
took the total number of recov-
eries to 3,33,42,901 in India.

The daily positivity rate -
number of positive cases iden-
tified per 100 - stands at 1.19
per cent, less than 3 per cent for
last 44 days. The weekly posi-
tivity rate stands at 1.46 per
cent in India. A total of
13,01,083 tests were conduct-
ed on Wednesday, taking the
number of cumulative tests
conducted so far for detection
of Covid-19 in the country to
58,76,64,525.
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The employment and earn-
ing generating “Hunar

Haats” for artisans and craft-
men may soon be linked with
the popular marketing websites
like Amazon and flipkart and
will also  be increasingly
focussing on the artisans
belonging to socially backward
Muslims. 

Continuing improvisation
in the " Hunar Haats", the
Union Ministry for minority
affairs will be setting
“Vishwakarma Vatika” in the
Haats across the country to
promote  traditional skills of
artisans and craftsmen where
they will also be displaying live
how India’s traditional and and
indigenous handmade prod-
ucts are made.

Database of artisans is
being prepared from across
the country to rope-in them
from the lowest-rung  to  the

Haats.
According to the ministry,

backward  castes among
Muslim artisans would be given
space in 'Vvishwakarma Vatika"
to showcase their products and
sell them directly or through
Government e Marketing
((GeM).

Sections of Muslim com-
munity such as Kahar, Kewat-
Mallah, Kumhar, Kunjda,
Gujjar, Gaddi-Ghosi, Qureshi,
Jogi, Mali, Teli, Darji, Nut,
Banjara, Badhyi, Chudidar,
Momin-Julaha, Mansuri,
Dhuniya, Rangrej, Lohar,
Halwayi, Hajjam, Dhobi,
Bhishti, Mochi, Raj-Mistri etc
will benefit by this improvisa-
tions of Haats, said the Ministry.

According to sources, gov-
ernment is in talks with the
marketing sites like Amazon
and flipcart to sell products of
the artisans.

Talking to media persons
here, Union Minister for

Minority Affairs Mukhtar
Abbas Naqvi said here that the
first of  “Vishwakarma Vatika”,
in “Hunar Haat”  will come -up
at Rampur , Uttar Pradesh,
which will be inaugurated by
Union Minister for Education
and Skill Development and
E n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p
Dharmendra Pradhan on 16th
October.

Union Minister of State for
Parliamentary Affairs and
Culture  Arjun Ram Meghwal
would also be present on the

occasion.
Proficient craftsmen,

sculptors, stonemasons, black-
smiths, carpenters, potter and
other artisans from across the
country, will give live demo of
hundreds of India’s traditional
art and craft at one place in
these "Vishwakarma Vatika",
Naqvi said.

The minister said that
about 700 artisans and crafts-
men from more than 30 States
and UTs including Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Delhi,

Nagaland, Madhya Pradesh,
Manipur, Bihar, Andhra
Pradesh, Jharkhand, Goa,
Punjab, Uttrakhand, Ladakh,
Karnataka, Gujarat, Haryana,
Jammu-Kashmir, West Bengal,
Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh,
Tamil Nadu and Kerala have
brought their indigenous prod-
ucts made with wood, brass,
bamboo, glass, cloth, paper,
clay etc at “Hunar Haat”, being
organised at  Rampur.

Naqvi said that besides
"Vocal for Local", the upcom-
ing "Hunar Haats" will also be
based on the theme of "Best
from Waste". Exquisite prod-
ucts made from used and dis-
carded items in households
such as Plastic, paper, ply,
wood, glass, ceramic, jute, cot-
ton, wool as well as banana
stems, sugarcane pulp, paddy
and wheat straw-stems, husk,
Tur, rubber, iron, brass,  etc will
be available in “Hunar Haat”
for sale and display.
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In an apparent reference to
her role in the 1971 war with

Pakistan that led to the creation
Bangladesh, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Thursday
praised former Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi saying she not
only led the country for a
number of years but also dur-
ing the times of war.

A couple of days ago,
Rajnath had kicked off a row by
asserting that freedom fighter
Savarkar filed mercy petitions
to the British after being told to
do so by Mahtama Gandhi,
prompting certain opposition

leaders to counter him.
In an address at a Shanghai

Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) seminar  on the role of
women in the armed forces, the
defence minister also  talked
about Rani Laxmi Bai and for-
mer president Pratibha Patil,
and said India has a positive
experience in harnessing
women's power in national
development.

"There are a number of
examples of women taking up
arms to protect their country
and the rights of the people
through history. Rani Laxmi
Bai is amongst the most
revered and respected amongst

them," he said.
"India's former prime min-

ister Indira Gandhi not only led
the country for a number of
years, she also did so during the
times of war. And more recent-
ly, Pratibha Patil was the pres-
ident of India and the supreme
commander of the Indian
armed forces," the defence
minister added.

"If Saraswati is our goddess
of knowledge, wisdom and
learning, mother Durga
remains associated with pro-
tection, strength, destruction
and war," he said.

"Women have been serving
with pride in the Indian

Military Nursing Service for
over 100 years now. The Indian
Army had commenced com-
missioning women officers in
1992. It has now moved to
inducting women officers in
most of the branches of the
Army," he said.

"Women are now being
accepted for permanent com-
mission and shall be com-
manding Army units and bat-
talions in the near future," he
added. Singh said women will
be able to join the premier tri-
service pre-commissioning
training institute, the National
Defence Academy, from next
year.

Referring to women's role
in the Navy, he said from hum-
ble beginnings in the Air
Traffic Control in 1993, the
women officers graduated to
being pilots of maritime recon-
naissance aircraft in 2016 and
are now being appointed
onboard warships since last
year.

"The Indian Coast Guard
has been employing women
officers in combat roles, which
include pilots, observers and
aviation support services. In the
Indian Air Force, women are
inducted in all roles, including
combat and support roles,"
Singh said.
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Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Thursday virtual-

ly conducted the final break-
through blast of the Sela tunnel
— the world's largest bi-lane
tunnel at an altitude of more
than 13,000 feet —in Arunachal
Pradesh and flagged of a 20,000-
km-long motorcycle expedition
of the Border Roads
Organisation (BRO). The virtual
breakthrough blast and the flag-
ging-off were conducted by the
Minister at the National War
Memorial here.

The tunnel will not only
strengthen national security, but
also augment the transportation
facilities for the local people and
consequently, boost their socio-

economic conditions, he said.
"This tunnel, which has

been made with state-of-the-art
features, will prove to be the life-
line for not just Tawang, but the
entire state of Arunachal
Pradesh," Singh said. 

The tunnel goes through
Sela Pass and is expected to cut
down the distance to the China
border through Tawang district
in Arunachal Pradesh by 10 km.
The construction work of the
tunnel is expected to be over by
June 2022.

"The breakthrough blast of
the Sela main tunnel shows
your (BRO's) hard work and
your commitment towards the
country's security and socio-
economic development," the
defence minister said.

He also flagged off a
motorcycle expedition of the
BRO.                Singh said 75
personnel of the BRO and the
Army will participate in the
motorcycle expedition that will
cover a distance of 20,000 km
passing through many states
and Union territories.

The Sela tunnel would cut

down the travel time between
the Army's 4 Corps headquar-
ters at Tezpur in Assam and
Tawang by at least an hour.
Moreover, it would ensure that
National Highway 13, espe-
cially the 171-km stretch
between Bomdila and Tawang,
remains accessible in all weath-
er conditions.
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Actor Norah Fatehi on
Thursday appeared before

the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) here for recording her
statement in connection with a
money laundering case worth
over Rs 200 crore against
alleged conman Sukesh
Chandrasekar.

Fatehi, 29, appeared before
the investigating officer of the
case at the ED’s office here.

Her statement is being
recorded under the provisions
of the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) in
connection with a money laun-
dering case filed against
Chandrashekar and his actor
wife Leena Maria Paul, sources
said.

The ED had earlier ques-
tioned actor Jacqueline

Fernandes in this case. She is
expected to depose again
before the agency.

Both the actors are under-
stood to be cooperating with
the agency in taking the money
laundering probe forward as
they themselves had been
allegedly conned in the racket
run by  Chandrashekhar and
his wife.

Chandrasekhar and his
wife were recently arrested by
the ED following an order from
the PMLA court while they
were already lodged in jail after
they were arrested by the Delhi
Police on charges of cheating
some people including some
high-profile individuals includ-
ing former Fortis Healthcare
promoter Shivinder Mohan
Singh's wife Aditi Singh.

In August, the ED had
searched some of

Chandrasekhar's premises and
seized a sea-facing bungalow in
Chennai, Rs 82.5 lakh cash and
over a dozen luxurious cars.

The agency had claimed in
a statement that
Chandrasekhar is a "known
conman" and is being probed
by the Delhi Police in a case of
alleged criminal conspiracy,
cheating and extortion to the
tune of about Rs 200 crore.

"Chandrasekhar is the
mastermind of this fraud. He
has been part of the crime
world since the age of 17. He
has multiple FIRs against him
and is presently lodged in
Rohini jail (in connection with
the Delhi Police case)," the ED
had said.

Despite being in the jail, it
said, Chandrasekhar "did not
stop conning" people, the ED
said.
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Punya Salila Srivastava,
a1993 batch AGMUT cadre

officer, was on Thursday
appointed as Additional
Secretary in the Prime
Minister’s Office. 

She was Additional
Secretary in the Union Home
Ministry and was holding the
charge of spokesperson of the
Ministry, especially during
Covid times.

Meanwhile, 1994 batch
Tamil Nadu cadre officer
Amuda Periyasamy, Additional
Secretary, has been repatriated

from PMO to her parent cadre. 
Srivastava's appointment

comes a couple of days after
former I&B Secretary Amit
Khare was appointed as
Advisor to the Prime Minister.
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New Delhi: Prime Minister Narendra Modi will deliver a video
address at an event organised by the Defence Ministry to ded-
icate seven new defence companies, carved out of the erst-
while Ordnance Factory Board, to the nation on the auspi-
cious occasion of Vijayadashami on Friday, the PMO said on
Thursday. PNS
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Xiao Ping. But how far would
it have gone had the American
gates for its goods not opened
up? China’s goods are not
products of its own technolo-
gy, but the result of very diligent
copying, politely called ‘reverse
engineering’. The cheap cost of
Chinese goods can be attrib-
uted to virtually free grants of
land and throwaway interest
rates for term loans to local
entrepreneurs and of course,
low wages to its workers, at least
in the early phase of China’s
meteoric rise.

This is in contrast to Japan’s
manufactures — automobiles,
electronic goods, computers,
watches, et al. These are not
only original but also largely
unsurpassed by other countries.
Militarily too, unlike Japan,
China does not have a sufficient
tradition. Strangely, the People’s
Liberation Army (PLA; China’s
armed forces) belongs to the
Communist Party of China
and not to the country.
Moreover, China’s armed forces
are not made up of volunteers
but mostly conscripts. It is one
thing for anyone to be prepared
to give his life for his country;
it is difficult to fight with the
same spirit for a political party,
which can rise and fall, like the
Congress in India, for instance.
Else, there can be factional

feuds too within a party, which
partly explains a vast number
of Chinese soldiers losing their
lives in most skirmishes and
small battles they have been
involved in, over the last few
decades. Also, more crucially,
the Chinese armed forces have
not been involved in fighting
since 1979 when they invaded
Vietnam, a war where the yel-
low giant took a beating.

Battle experience is more
important than training, in
order to be a soldier. A battle
hardened soldier is far more
dependable than a well-trained
recruit. Anyone who has not
faced bullets is unpredictable in
a combat situation, as to how
he would react when the shoot-
ing begins. Today’s PLA may
not have a single soldier who
has faced actual combat.

In the meantime, the
aggressive behaviour displayed
by China’s political leadership
has antagonised many coun-
tries. North Korea and Pakistan
apart, it is difficult to think of
a Chinese ally. While North
Korea’s army is large and
marches excellently in military
parades, it has not felt a bullet
since 1953, which is 68 years
hence. In contrast, the Indian
army was originally founded by
the British, who were amongst
the best trained armed forces

other than the German ones.
The country has fought five
wars, as well as continual insur-
gencies in eastern India and
Kashmir.

China is presumably mil-
itarily as mighty as most peo-
ple worry. Taiwan is a major
issue with the current leader-
ship in Beijing. The South
China Sea is another flash-
point. The Himalayas in India’s
north are potentially the third
one. There are Japan and
Taiwan, which for their size
have excellent air forces. There
is Australia further south. All
that is necessary is for the USA
to open its treasury of
advanced weaponry. The rest
of the allies are strong enough
to halt the yellow giant from
going any farther, if not actu-
ally force it to take a few steps
back in its aggressiveness.

This is also imperative
because China’s much-hyped
rise has already happened. In
other words, China is no longer
rising but has risen. The win-
dow of opportunity to grab
global hegemony is closing.
And that makes the situation
as dangerous as it was in 1914. 

(The writer is a well-known
columnist, an author and a for-
mer Member of the Rajya
Sabha. The views expressed are
personal.)
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Sir — As the matter stands, we are mak-
ing a pertinent move to get rid of the
COVID-19 pandemic as the number of
deaths and the number of cases are reduc-
ing day by day. We are taking resolute
actions to reduce the caseload and the
people's cooperation is needed in this
direction. As the COVID-19 hangs over
the Dussehra celebrations, we must not
fall prey to the eyeing ‘rakshasa’ in the
form of the virus. Celebrations are a nec-
essary part of social living as they spread
an ethos of joy and togetherness. However,
reckless celebrations can lead to conse-
quences that we would not want.

We are all waiting for the D-Day with
baited breath when the nation will
announce the clearance of the outbreak.
The Genie will be out of the bottle and
Coronavirus will take its place. Once bot-
tled, it will be thrown deep into the sea
never to be found again. Until then, we
must celebrate the triumph of good over
evil in a safe and planned way.

Jayanthy Subramaniam | Coimbatore
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Sir — Defence Minister Rajnath Singh’s
claim that Vinayak Damodar Savarkar
submitted mercy petitions to the British
at Mahatma Gandhi’s behest is not cor-
roborated by historical facts. It was a vain
attempt at whitewashing Savarkar’s rep-
utation as part of the project to rewrite his-
tory to present Hindu Right’s past in a
good light. Rajnath Singh’s claim was a
distortion of facts; it is demolished by the
fact that the mercy petitions submitted by
Savarkar in 1911 and 1913 preceded
Mahatma Gandhi’s return from South
Africa and his joining the freedom move-
ment in 1915. The mercy petitions pre-
dated Mahatma Gandhi’s article. 

The words in his petitions were not
worthy of being called a freedom fight-
er. He pledged loyalty to the British crown
and appealed to its ‘manifold beneficence’
to secure his release from the Andaman
Cellular Jail. It cannot be helped if the
Hindutva brigade suffers from a sense of
inferiority due to its non-participation in

the freedom struggle and worse, its col-
laboration with the British colonials in
India. At this rate, the BJP may soon pro-
ject and celebrate Savarkar as India’s fore-
most freedom fighter, relegating the true
freedom fighters who refused to cower
before the might of the British Empire.

G David Milton | Maruthancode
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Sir — Outlandishly, India's contiguous
neighbour China’s expansionist shenani-
gans are far from over with as many as 13
rounds of military talks between the two
sides coming to naught. Ironically, China
comes to the table every time with new
conditions for de-escalation on Ladakh
borders. As If this was not enough,
Beijing, in a bid to dishearten Indian del-
egations for the confabulations on Sunday,
has also taken an irrational exception to
a visit by India's Vice President M
Venkaiah Naidu to Arunachal Pradesh on
Wednesday. 

In a reaction, External Affairs
Ministry spokesperson Arindam Bagchi
has also read the Chinese side the Riot
Act, asserting that Arunachal Pradesh is
an integral and inalienable part of India
and, hence, Indian leaders keep visiting
the State at will or when an occasion
demands. He further reminded that the
unilateral attempts by the Chinese side
to alter the status quo on the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) in the Western side
of India-China border against the bilat-
eral agreements, are responsible for the
ongoing imbroglio. Ironically, in a 'pot
calling the kettle black' scenario, the
Western Command of China's People's
Liberation Army's (PLA) has blamed that
India insisted on 'unreasonable and
unrealistic demands to add difficulties to
the negotiations'.

Azhar A Khan | Rampur
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It is true that Xi Jinping’s
China is by now sufficiently
worked up, for whatever rea-
sons. It also is increasingly

apparent that China has to be
stopped in its tracks, if the world
is not to plunge into a devastating
war. Had Europe, Britain and
France in particular, done likewise
in 1936, WWII would have prob-
ably been averted.
Notwithstanding Germany being
bound by the Treaty of Versailles
in 1919, forced to downsize its mil-
itary and remain peaceful, its
Fuhrer Adolf Hitler ordered his
troops to seize the demilitarised
Rhineland — formerly German
territory — in 1936, in complete
violation of the Treaty. No
European power did or even said
anything. Germany’s generals,
who were then reluctant to precip-
itate another armed conflict, began
having faith in their Fuhrer’s sup-
posed strategic calibre.

In 1938, just two years after
Rhineland, Britain’s Prime
Minister Neville Chamberlain
and France’s PM Edouard
Daladier promptly accepted
Hitler’s invitation to a conference
in Munich to settle the
Sudetenland issue. This
Czechoslovakian province was
substantially German-speaking.
The Fuhrer wanted it for the
greater glory of his fatherland. The
visiting leaders promptly con-
ceded this demand without so
much as even consulting the
Czechoslovaks. Chamberlain pub-
licly eulogised the success of this
conference as having achieved
“peace in our time”. This conclu-
sively convinced the Germans
that their Fuhrer knew what he
was doing.

The inevitable happened
thereafter. Austria was the next to
be gobbled, as part of greater
Germany, without a shot. In
September next year, Poland was
overrun in less than six weeks,
with France capitulating in a sim-
ilar duration in 1940. Had the
French and British resisted Nazi
Germany, which was militarily less
prepared in 1936, Hitler would
possibly have lost power or stayed
away from such military adven-
tures.

China is much better pre-
pared, economically and militar-
ily. It has progressed leaps and
bounds, particularly after Deng

SOUNDBITE
����!!�� �+�� 
;F;;� ���!��� 
;F;50�+*+�����
����#+-��(�� �
#+ *��� #�����
��#�+����+-��0

�(796�++���%/�6
K:�����'/���'

���������.���� (
���� ���� B�
��*-��!�+� (�(�
� (++�*����1���
�- ���(�����+��0

�����;6�-%6=�(>��-%-��
K � �+ ��!� "� 

�(���������+�����
��+�����������((��
#+ �������+ �0��� 
��� � ������ ��1�
�� �'��+�"�+(��
.�+.!���� "� (0

	;-(6
K	�7"-''��	�+

2�������
�+��� '� ���� 
#+ ��� ��+-#�����
����� ����+
� #���������-..!�
+*#+�!�+����.+���
(� �����+ #� �- �'++��!�0

�%?%+-�%7�����>���7�+-�6�
K���+"���!+�

��+-!�B��/�� �!+�
�������*�����������
��(+�000���#�'�
� � ��!!1/-���B��
� ���*� �!� �

��B����!�(����0

��;%&-%�7�
K�+� �+�(� 

)�	*���	��
�	���
�	�
�	�
��������	����
��	��	+
����	
�
������	,�����	+��
��

	������
	�
���	��	�
���	����	��
	���	�	�
�
	���	��	��
	����(+*$	��

�	
�
�	�	������	��
�
��
	���	�
�����	���
���	#��

	������	���
��	��
	#��������	-����
��	�������
�
	����

������ ����
��
�	�
�	��	��
	�����	�
����	��
	.���������	��

�	���	�����	���
	����
 ��
����	,���	��	/0/1	�
�
���	
�
������	2 ����������	!����	%�����&�	�����	��	��	����

+��	���	��
	��	��	�
���	����	��
	���	��	3������4	#�

#,-	���	��	������	����	����	��
	�
��	��	�
��	$3	2
�
��	$�������	3�����	2 ��
	����	����

�	��
�
	*���
+���	���	$�����	,���
��

	����
��	 �	�����	��
	#,-
�����	 ����	 ��	 �������	 ��	 �	 ��
�������
	 ����
�����
���������	 ��	 ��
��	 ��	 ��
	 ���
��
	 ��	 +������
�
+����������

�	+��
��

	���	
�
��
�	��	��
	�����(
���
�	�
��
�	��	+
����	����	1/	�������
����	�
����
+
����	��	��
	�����	����
��	5���
	���
�	6����	$���
��	7809
���	,����������	7189	��	�
���	��	��
	,$��	#�
	#,-
��	�������
�	����	�
�	��������	����
��	��	+
����	���
!����	%�����&�	�
�
�����
	������
	
��
��
�
	��	����	��

�	�
���������	-����
��	�

��	�
�	��
��	��	��
	�����	���	�������
:��
�
��	��
	����
�����	;����<	����������������	��
	����
����	;����<	��	
���


����&�	�����
���	�
����
	�������	+
����	���	��������	�
���	��
	����
�
��	����	���
��
=����	��	����	��
	���	��	���
�	�	�����
	+
����	,��
�	���	$,	,���&�	%������	,��
��	)������
��	�
�	������
�	:

���	�
����
	�
�	������	;����
�
�<	
���	������	�����
��	�������
����	���
	������
�	��
	�
�������	���
���
��	��	��	��
	�������	��	�	�
��������	>
���	+���
����	��
	����	������	�

����	��	3�������	�	�����	���	�������	�������	����	%������
������
�	����	���	�����	��	���
�����	����	���
�����	��	+
����	���	
"�����
��	��	�������
�
���	��	������	�������	����	����	�
	�������	�
�	����	��	5�����	���	 ��������	����
�������	�
�	��	���
�	���	����	�
����	��
	����
	��	�
�	����
��	��
�	��	�	-��
�	,�����
��
5
������	������	+��
��

	���	�����
�	,���	���	�
�����	���	��������	���
��	���	���(
����	����	%��
���
��	�����	�
�	���	%��
���
��	��	�
��������
	���	
�����	��	���

����	?�?	����	������	6����
	*���	+����	���	�������
�	�
��
��	�	���	���������	�����(
�������
���	�������
�	����
	���	��
�	��
	����
������	�
�������	�����������	����	��
��
���	���������	���	�
������	
��	��	���	���
��	,�����&�	��>
������	:
��
	�
���
��	�
�	����	������
	����	3������	���	��	��	�����	���	����		
��
���
�������
��	
�
�

)�	��	��
	�
����	�

�	��	.����
�	���	��
	������	�����
�	��	������
	�������	����
������
�	������	�
����	#�
	-
�����	$��������	-������	+����	���	��
	���	"�����	��
�
���	���	���
��	�
���
�	��
�	��
	����	�

��	#�
	���	"�����	���
�	7�@)9	��	.����
�

AB	���	ACA�	)�	�����	���
�	��
	D���
���
&	���
���	��	A0A(/00	�@)�	#�
	���
�	���
����
�	����	��
	D�����������&	����
	��
	����	�

�	��	5
��
��
�	���	�����
�	���


������	��	A/?	��	.����
�	C�	+
��

�	���	���	��
	
��	��	 ��
��
�	
�
�	
���	$������
:������	�
��
��	6����	$���
��	�
����	�	����	����
�	��	������
	���������	#���	
���
���
�
��	��
	�������	��	�
��
�E	 �5�	����
�	����	�	�
��
�	����
�	��	���
�	��	$�����
���	:������	)�	%��>�����	���	%�����	+���	 ����	��	6$�	���
�
��	�������
�	��	����(
��
	�������	��
	����
������	#�
	�
�����
	��	��
	6$	��������������	��	�����	��	����

��	=)!	�������	�
�����	������
�	��	��
	����	�
����
	�������	���	�����
	���
�	����(

���	����	��/�?00	��	�A?�000�	#���	�����	�
�
��	��

����
��	���	�

�	��
��	 ����
�	����	�
	���
	��	 ��

���&�	����	��
	������
	���	�
�	��
	��
��	�
��	���	��

�
��	����	��	��
	�����	������	��������
	���	�����
���	#�
	��������	��
�	���	��	�������
	�
����
�	���
��������
�	���	����	���	��	�����������	-
�����	��
��
����	�
����	$�����	���	:�����	��
	������	����	
��
��	����	��
	���

#�
	����	��	��
	�����
�	��	����	������	/0	���(
����	����
�	��	����	�����	���	�
�
���
�	��	��
	���(
����	����
���	#�
�
	��	�	??(��	������	��	��
��	��
���	��
	����
�	��
��	�����	#�
	�����	������	�
	��
�

��	����
�	���	�������	��	��	��
	
���
��	���	��
��
��	�
�����	:��
�
��	����	����	���(
���
�	��
	����	��	���	������	�
����	%��
���
���	���
	��������
�	
��
����
	������
�
��	�
���
	��
	������
	���	��
	����
��	����	��
�	
��
����
�	)���������	���	���	���

����	��
	������
�	#�
	�
���	%��
���
��	���	�����
�	�����	��
	$���	�
������
�	����
������	�
�
���
�	�	��
	)�����	����������
	!
�
����	)�������
	7)�!)9�	��	��	�	���(����
���������	���(
�>�
	����	�
������
�	����	�
����
��	���������	������
�	#��������
��	����
��	��	$�����	���	:�����	���
	�
����
�
�	����	�	����	��	��
	��
	�
������(

��	�	+
�������(���
�	�����(��	���	��
�	��	����	��
	)�!)	��	�������	��
	��
	��	��

�
������
��	)�	������
�	��
	������
	��	������
	����	����	���	�
	���������
�	����	�
�
��(��(��
	����
�	����	���	�
	���
�	����	���
�	���	����
�	���������	#�
�
	��

���
�	
��
���
���	����	5���
�	��
	���
��������	=���
��	��
	�
���	�
�����
�	��	���
�(
���	����	+������	����	����	���	�
	��
�	��	����
��	5��
������	��
	
��������	�����(
����	���������	����	���	�������
	��
	������
	���	����
��	��	����	����	�����
����	#�����	��

���
���	��	�
�
���
	���(- %	���	���
������	����	��
	������
�	$��
�	���	�����	�����
��
	�
���	���
������
�	��	�������	����
��	����	��
	������
	��	��
��	)�	��	���
	��
	������(
����	�
���	��
	����(������
	���	����
��	��	�����������	���������	���
	������	����
��	�
����	���
����
	��	�A00	�
�	"������	���	���	�������	������
�	


���������������

3������������
7�	�7)������� ����	 �� ���	�������	 ���

�
�

8	����	
��������#	��������������� ����$

����
	)

���

���
�������
�
�����
�� "���
��������
���
����������
���������
��� 1��0����������<<�!!�
������

�

!

�"���"	���$������	�������������	�� 
�
�
�
��	������������
�	
��"	��� 	�
		�	��



!
�������� �����	
����	��
���	$�
�

���	'��������������� �����!�����	���1
���	�����
	����������	�������	�

�������������������1)
@���������������������

	�'�����
��1	�

�������������������������	���)���������
������1����1�������������	��	�����
���	�����
	�������������������A�
@�
����	���
�	��
���1	��

With the Government of India
opening up ‘Space’, the private
sector is all set for their time
under the sun. For over five

decades, ISRO has been the mainstay for
all space related activities under the
Department of Space (DOS) which is
directly overseen by the Prime Minister. It
has to its credit various successful missions
from being the world first space agency to
find water on the moon to having the
world’s largest constellation of remote-sens-
ing satellites and two satellite navigation sys-
tems namely, GAGAN and NAVIC.

Currently the Indian Space industry
accounts for a mere $7 billion in the ris-
ing $360-billion global space market.
Despite its huge and undisputed achieve-
ments, ISRO, by its own admission, has
been falling short in meeting the ever-
increasing demands for space-based appli-
cations and services within India.  Almost
every sector starting from agriculture, fish-
ing, transport, weather department, oil and
gas, and urban development are dependent
on space and satellite technologies for their
businesses.

The move to open India’s space pro-
grammes to private players is a break-
through act and the world is watching keen-
ly to see how feasible it will be for them to
come in with their facilities and services and
set up shop here. The private industry,
which was unable to compete due to their
limited roles earlier, can now participate in
the entire gamut of space activitiesnot just
as a vendor but as partners. ISRO infra-
structure, scientific and technical resources,
and even data for space programmes are
accessible to the private industry. The
Indian National Space Promotion and
Authorization Cente (IN-SPACe) is set to
act as a facilitator and a regulator; it will
be an interface between ISRO and private
players to facilitate the best use of resources.

The space start-up segment in India
looks vibrant and is doing extraordinary
work in upstream, in-orbit and down-
stream segments. A multitude of private
players and young start-ups encouraged
with new age investors having a better risk
appetite and patience for projects with long
gestation period, are setting up ventures
from launch facilities, satellite thrusters,
mm Wave and optical communication
Links, Satellite manufacturing, earth obser-
vation applications, Space Situational
Awareness (SSA), Collision detection,
Debris mitigation and de-orbiting et cetera.

The entry of large organisations has
enabled start-ups and MSMEs to play a crit-
ical role in the value chain. Currently, there
are around 500 firms directly and indirect-
ly engaged with space technologies and a
score of start-ups are engaged with the
Government. 

As a nation India has immense entre-
preneurial spirit which has never been
more pronounced than the recent difficult
times of pandemic and with youngest sets
of founders creating disruptive technolo-
gy and business models in the field of
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The climate change nego-
tiations are held period-
ically under the banner

of United Nations Forum for
Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCC) among par-
ticipating countries through
Conferences of Parties (CoP).
The next CoP is the 26th and
scheduled to be held in
Glasgow in November. Former
British Cabinet Minister Alok
Sharma, chairperson for CoP
26, has exhorted the countries
to agree for ambitious emission
reduction targets that will lead
to net zero emission by 2050.
He had red-flagged the sixth
report of Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change
(IPC) report published in
2021. World leaders will arrive
in Glasgow like a jamboree and
with several thousand negotia-
tors, Government and business

representatives in tow for
twelve days of talks.

One of the important fea-
tures of this year’s CoP will be
taking stock of the Nationally
Determined Contributions of
the countries they were asked
to bring after five years since
the Paris agreement. One of
the issues will be to see how the
countries are going to fare in
controlling the rise in atmos-
pheric temperature to 1.5
degree Celsius. The partici-
pants in CoP 26 will have to
agree to step-up phasing out
coal, curtail deforestation,
speed up the switch to electric
vehicles and encourage invest-
ment in renewables. Apart
from mobilising finances for
climate change adaptations, it
will be necessary to build
warning systems and resilient
infrastructure and agriculture

to avoid loss of homes, liveli-
hoods and even lives.

The sixth report of IPC
indicates longer term changes
in the Earth’s climate. The
report clearly proves that dur-
ing 2015 to 2021 each subse-
quent year has been hotter
than the previous one and
2021 is proving to be the sixth
hottest year ever recorded.
The report states that global
warming has constantly
increased during the previous
four decades compared to the
80 years before. The report
vividly describes the human
activities responsible for this

rise in temperature and conse-
quent climatic vagaries being
notices every year with
increasing intensity resulting in
acute hardship to the poor and
disadvantaged sections of the
world population.

It would be interesting to
quote the sixth assessment
report of the IPC for larger
public demonstration and
stern warning to the policy
makers. It says: “Observed
changes in the atmosphere,
oceans, cryosphere and bios-
phere provide unequivocal
evidence of a world that has
warmed. Over the past sever-
al decades, key indicators of
the climate system are
increasingly at levels unseen
in centuries to millennia, and
are changing at rates unprece-
dented in at least the last
2,000 years.”

Specifically, global mean
surface temperature has
increased by 1.09 C between
the pre-industrial baseline
period 1850-1900 and the
most recent decade of 2011-
20. This was more likely than
not the warmest in roughly
125,000 years. Similarly, the
rainfall pattern will change to
extremities in volume and
intensity resulting in excessive
rainfall within few days and
then prolong draughts in all
over the world. As for sea ice,
between the decades of 1979-
88 and 2010-19, the average
monthly August-October
Arctic sea ice area shrunk by
around one quarter with a loss
of around two million square
kilometres of ice.

In a nutshell, this assess-
ment of IPC is a grim
reminder for the world lead-

ers to have a time-bound
action plan for the next five to
10 years to achieve the targets
set by the Paris agreement for
2030. In this regard, the
United States after returning
to the negotiating table, must
shoulder the responsibility to
lead the developed world.

The negotiators must
draw lessons from ‘Carbix’ a
company co-founded by an
Indian, Vinit Dighe, and J.
Sammy in Quincy,
Massachusetts, USA. They
develop reactors to harness
carbon dioxide from emission
streams generated by waste to
energy plants, geo-thermal
plants, water desalination and
natural gas plants. They tar-
get cement manufacturing
which alone contribute to
eight percent carbon emis-
sion. They use the emissions

to produce minerals like cal-
cium carbonate and lime-
stone while at the same time
remaining carbon negative. 

It is like catching the
emissions and converting
them into valuable minerals.
There is a huge scope for a
permanent carbon seques-
tration market. It would be
appropriate if Environment
Minister Bhupendra Yadav
invites the Indian innovator
who is breaking new ground
on climate change mitiga-
tion to have a tie-up with
Indian industries to pro-
duce minerals out of emis-
sions. India could then be a
world leader not only in cli-
mate change innovation but
also effectively control pol-
lutants and use pollution as
a raw material for mineral
production. 
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micro-satellites, advanced rocket
propulsion, launch vehicles, AI,
Robotics, deep intelligence, etc., this
segment is ready to find its wings
given the right conditions. However,
despite having 60 years of experi-
ence and expertise in space missions
and satellite communications, India
lacks on many fronts.

The start-ups lack resources and
technology to handle independent
space programmes. And even
though the private sector firms can
now use ISRO’s infrastructure and
resources, there is no clarity on the
processes involved, the time frame
for the sanctions and permissions
etc. An easier facilitation center to
deal and help the Start-ups in a time
bound manner will go a long way
in helping in this.

Lack of enabling policies makes
the start-ups move to other geogra-
phies to set shop -- regulatory and
financial barriers create uncertain-
ty for young businesses which is
detrimental in this large-invest-
ment and slow ROI segment. These
barriers force the young entrepre-
neurs to look for environment that
offers easier prospects. 

Access to satellite spectrum is a
basic issue across the industry and
is a critical to the success of this seg-
ment. Presently there is no clarity on
the availability of satcom spec-
trum. Without policy level certain-
ty on spectrum allocation the young
start-ups will find it very difficult to
conduct routine telemetry, telecom-
mand and payload data opera-
tions. 

There are three distinct autho-
risations/licenses that are required,
viz., GMPCS, VSAT, INSAT MSS
and the license categories under the
Universal Licensing do notoffer
any clarity for satellite services for
the business in the upstream and

downstream sectors. It is time for
India to consider start-up-friendly
licensing regime like the short-term
experimental licensing by ISRO
for their tie ups with the Universities
for their Satellite Missions. 

The Department of Space’s cur-
rent combined role as licensor, mar-
ket regulator and satellite operator,
is causing a conflict of interest with
private satellite builders and satcom
service providers. Further there is
DOT, DOS, WPC, INSPACE, and
NSIL creating multiple layers per-
missions and asks, hampering the
ease of doing business scenario for
the sector. A clear delineation of
functions is necessary for the com-
mercial units to not seek places else-
where to start their entity. 

The new rules allow foreign
companies to set-up facilities in
India and enables 100 per cent FDI
in the space sector which is a pos-
itive move and could give rise to sev-
eral joint ventures. This paves the
way for collaborative development
of satellites, huge investment, job
creation leading to enhanced GDP
growth. 

Currently, too many layers of
taxes at various levels including GST,
revenue share, multiple DOT, DOS
charges and withholding tax, etc.,
has led to almost one third of the
entrepreneurs actively looking at
relocating out of India to reduce
compliance and tax burdens.
Countries like Singapore, Hong
Kong and Malaysia offer a far more
structured and rationalised tax
structure than India and it makes
more business sense for the entre-
preneurs to shift base there.

There are several accelerator
programmes run by the
Government to promote the start-
up ecosystem. India is the third
largest start-up ecosystem in the

world after the US and China and
this is one more chance for the seg-
ment to grab their chance at suc-
ceeding. 

There are challenges ahead,
there is no doubt. India has 140
incubators and accelerators com-
pared to China and the US which
have over 2,400 and 1,500 incuba-
tors and accelerators, respectively.
There is an urgent need to simpli-
fy regulation around registrations,
bankruptcy laws, grants, invest-
ments etc to get entrepreneurs back
into the system.

ISRO and the Government have
a crucial role to play in resolving the
policy gaps and loopholes by assur-
ing the star-tups and private sector
of a lucrative market for their prod-
ucts and services. A large-scale
market opportunity awaits the pri-
vate players in the upstream sector
to engage in the manufacturing
design and development of high-
tech spacecrafts and in proliferation
of the satcom applications in down-
stream sector. Regulators and rele-
vant authorities need to work close-
ly with emerging start-ups to bring
about much needed reforms and
incentives that allow industry to
operate locally for the country to
benefit from their success.  

Space is a global phenomenon
and India must not allow itself to
miss the opportunity to be at the top
of this frontier. Policies must be har-
monised with the global best prac-
tices. Developments and standards
need to be on par with the rest of
the world. 

The industryhas the where-
withal to grow and contribute sig-
nificantly both in terms of techno-
logical development and GDP
growth, thus becoming a true part-
ner to the Government on India’s
journey towards space and beyond.
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China is preparing to send
three astronauts to live on

its space station for six months
— a new milestone for a pro-
gram that has advanced rapid-
ly in recent years.

It will be China's longest-
ever crewed space mission and
set a record for the most time
spent in space by Chinese
astronauts. The Shenzhou-13
spaceship is expected to be
launched into space on a Long
March-2F rocket early Saturday
morning from the Jiuquan
Satellite Launch Center on the
edge of the Gobi Desert in
northwestern China.

The first crew who served
a 90-day mission aboard the
main Tianhe core module of
the space station returned in
mid-September.

The new crew has two vet-

erans of space travel. Pilot Zhai
Zhigang, 55, performed China's
first spacewalk. Wang Yaping,
41 and the only woman on the
mission, carried out experi-
ments and led a science class in
real-time while traveling on one
of China''s earlier experimental
space stations. Ye Guangfu, 41,
will be traveling into space for
the first time.

The mission is expected to
continue the work of the initial
crew, who conducted two
spacewalks, deployed a 10-
meter (33-foot) mechanical
arm, and held a video call with
Chinese leader Xi Jinping.

China Manned Space
Agency Deputy Director Lin
Xiqiang said the rocket was
fueled and ready to fly. “All sys-
tems conducting the Shenzhou-
13 mission have undergone a
comprehensive rehearsal. The
flight crew is in good condition
and our pre-launch prepara-
tions are in order," Lin said at
a Thursday briefing.

The crew''s scheduled
activities include up to three
spacewalks to install equipment
in preparation for expanding
the station, verifying living
conditions in the module and
conducting experiments in
space medicine and other areas,
Lin said.

Washington: Crucial UN cli-
mate talks next month likely will
end short of the global target for
cutting coal, gas and oil emis-
sions, US climate envoy John
Kerry says, after nearly a year of
climate diplomacy that helped
win deeper cuts from allies but
has so far failed to move some
of the world''s biggest polluters
to act fast enough.

In an interview with The
Associated Press, Kerry cred-
ited the United States, the
European Union, Japan and
others that over the past year
have pledged bigger, faster cuts
in climate-wrecking fossil fuel
emissions ahead of the talks in
Glasgow, Scotland, under
nudging from Kerry and the
Biden administration.

He expressed hope enough
nations would join in over the
next couple of years. "By the time
Glasgow''s over, we''re going to
know who is doing their fair
share, and who isn''t,” he said.

Kerry also spoke of the
impact if the US Congress —
under a slim Democratic
majority — fails to pass legis-
lation for significant action on
climate by the United States
itself, as the Biden administra-
tion aims to regain leadership
on climate action.

"It would be like President
Trump pulling out of the Paris
agreement, again,” Kerry said.

Kerry spoke to the AP on
Wednesday in a conference
room down the hall from his
office at the State Department,
its upper corridors still eerily
shy of people in the coron-
avirus pandemic.

Kerry''s comments came
after nine months of intensive cli-
mate diplomacy by plane, phone
and computer screen aimed at
nailing down the most global
commitments of action on cli-
mate possible ahead of the UN
climate summit, which opens
October 31 in Scotland. AP

The Hague: Armenia accused
neighbouring Azerbaijan of
systematically promoting eth-
nic hatred against Armenia
citizens, as the two nations that
fought a six-week war last year
faced off at a UN court on
Thursday.

Armenian representative
Yeghishe Kirakosyan made the
accusation as a hearing opened
at the International Court of
Justice into a request by Armenia
for judges to impose urgent
interim measures to prevent
Azerbaijan breaching an inter-
national convention to stamp
out ethnic discrimination.

The case stems from long-
standing enmity that boiled
over into last year''s war over
the disputed region of
Nagorno-Karabakh that left
more than 6,600 people dead.
The region is within Azerbaijan
but had been under the control
of ethnic Armenian forces
backed by Armenia since the
end of a separatist war in 1994.

Kirakosyan said Armenia

wasn''t asking the court to rule
on the root causes of the war,
but "seeks to prevent and rem-
edy the cycle of violence and
hatred perpetrated against eth-
nic Armenians."

Lawyers representing
Azerbaijan were scheduled to
address the court later
Thursday.

Azerbaijan also has filed a
similar case alleging discrimi-
nation against its citizens by
Armenia and also has request-
ed the world court to impose
interim measures. Hearings in
the Azerbaijan case are sched-
uled to start next Monday.
Rulings on both requests will
likely be issued in coming
weeks.

Both nations'' cases alleg-
ing breaches of the
International Convention on
the Elimination of All Forms of
Racial Discrimination will like-
ly take years to reach their con-
clusion at the Hague-based
court.

Last year''s conflict ended

when Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan
signed a Russia-brokered cease-
fire agreement that granted
Azerbaijan control over parts of
Nagorno-Karabakh as well as
adjacent territories occupied by
Armenians.

Armenia says more than
3,700 Armenians and
Nagorno-Karabakh residents
died in the war. Azerbaijan said
it lost 2,900 people.

Kirakosyan told the court
that despite the deal that ended
last year''s conflict, “Azerbaijan
continues to espouse and
actively promote ethnic hatred
against Armenians."

He said that Azerbaijan
has “captured, tortured, and
arbitrarily detained numerous
members of Armenian armed
forces and civilians of ethnic
Armenian origin” and “con-
tinues to destroy Armenian
cultural heritage and religious
sites or negate the Armenian
character, and the territory''s
economic controls." AP

Washington:The United States
and Israel said on Wednesday
they are exploring a “Plan B”
for dealing with Iran if the
Islamic Republic does not
return in good faith to negoti-
ations to salvage the languish-
ing landmark 2015 nuclear
deal.

Secretary of State Antony
Blinken and Israeli Foreign
Minister Yair Lapid said dis-
cussions between their two
countries have begun on “other
options” should Iran reject an
offer to come back into com-
pliance with the agreement if
the U.S. rejoins it.

They did not elaborate on
what those options might be,
but there are a wide range of
non-diplomatic options that
could be considered, ranging
from stepped up sanctions to
covert or military actions. A
Biden administration priority
has been to revive the deal and
abandoning that goal would be
a blow to its foreign policy
objectives.

The remarks were a rare
acknowledgment by the U.S.
that it is looking at what to do
in the event diplomacy with
Iran fails. Israel has never been

a party to the nuclear deal,
which former President
Donald Trump withdrew from
in 2018, and its former Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
was a vocal opponent of the
agreement negotiated by the
Obama administration.

Blinken and Lapid made
the remarks at a joint news
conference at the State
Department with the foreign
minister of the United Arab
Emirates at which all three
agreed to try to expand on the
so-called “Abraham Accords,”
the Trump-era agreements that
normalized relations between
Israel and the UAE and other
Arab States. Their comments
came as Iran has hinted it''s
ready to return to indirect
negotiations with the U.S. in
Vienna but has not committed
to a date. Iran has also contin-
ued to blow through limits on
it nuclear activities that had
been constrained by the deal.

Blinken reiterated that the
window for Iran to return to
the agreement is closing but
again declined to give a date at
which it would be too late.
“Time is running short," he
said. 

Beijing: China's Foreign
Ministry on Thursday warned
against what it called possible
“political manipulation” of a
renewed probe by the World
Health Organization into the
origins of the coronavirus,
while saying it would support
the international body's efforts.

The WHO on Wednesday
released a proposed list of 25
experts to advise it on next
steps in the search for the

virus's origins after its earlier
efforts were attacked for going
too easy on China, where the
first human cases were detect-
ed in late 2019.

Beijing was accused of
withholding raw data on early
cases during a visit by a WHO
team in February and has since
resisted calls for further inves-
tigation, saying the US and oth-
ers were politicising the matter.

Foreign Ministry spoksper-

son Zhao Lijian said China
would “continue to support
and participate in global sci-
entific tracing and firmly
oppose any forms of political
manipulation.”

“We hope that all parties
concerned, including the
WHO secretariat and the advi-
sory group, will effectively
uphold an objective and
responsible scientific attitude,"
Zhao told reporters at a daily

briefing.
The experts proposed by

the UN health agency include
some who were on the original
team that went to the central
Chinese city of Wuhan to
investigate the origins of
Covid-19.

The findings of the origi-
nal WHO-led team were
inconclusive, and the experts
released a report concluding it
was “extremely unlikely” that

the coronavirus leaked from a
Wuhan lab, prompting criti-
cism from outside scientists
that the theory had not been
properly vetted. WHO
Director-General Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus later
acknowledged it had been “pre-
mature” to dismiss the lab the-
ory.

Beijing has repeatedly
questioned whether the virus
did indeed originate in China,

and has called for investigations
into US military laboratories
without providing any solid
evidence.

China has largely stamped
out cases of local transmission
of Covid-19 infections through
mask wearing, quarantining
and electronic case tracing,
along with sometimes dracon-
ian measures including lock-
downs and mandatory mass
testing. AP
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Beijing: China on Thursday
sent its first solar exploration
satellite into space from the
Taiyuan Satellite Launch Center
in northern Shanxi Province.

The satellite was launched
aboard a Long March-2D rock-
et and entered its planned orbit
successfully.

Ten small satellites includ-
ing an orbital atmospheric
density detection experimental
satellite and a commercial
meteorological detection con-
stellation experimental satellite
were also sent into space using
the same carrier rocket, state-
run Xinhua news agency
reported. It was the 391st flight
mission of the Long March car-
rier rocket series. PTI
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Colombo: The Sri Lankan
Navy has arrested 23 Indian
fishermen and seized two
trawlers for allegedly poaching
in the country’s territorial
waters, an official statement
said on Thursday.

The Navy arrested the fish-
ermen off the coast of
Vettilaikeni in the northern
province’s point Pedro area.

“Taking into account the
impact of foreign fishermen
poaching in Sri Lankan waters
on the local fishing communi-
ty and the sustainability of
fishery resources of Sri Lanka,
the Navy is conducting regular
patrols as well as operations to
curb illegal fishing activities in
island waters," the Navy said in
a statement.

The operation also led to
the seizure of fishing gear from
those vessels, used for illegal
fishing practise known as ‘bot-
tom trawling’, and a stock of
fish caught by the same fishing
method. In March, the Navy
seized five fishing vessels and
54 Indian nationals for poach-
ing in Sri Lankan waters. The
Navy said, due to the Covid, the
seizure of foreign fishing ves-
sels became limited and the
arrestees were repatriated. PTI
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Beirut: Lebanon's interior minister says five people have been
killed in armed clashes in Beirut that erupted Thursday during
protests against the lead investigator into last year's massive blast
at the city's port.

Bassam Mawlawi told reporters Thursday that many of those
injured were shot by snipers from buildings. He called the events,
“a very dangerous sign.” The protest was organized by the mil-
itant Shiite group Hezbollah and its ally, the Shiite Amal
Movement.  AP
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Damascus: Syria's defense
ministry said on Thursday that
one of its soldiers has been
killed and three injured in an
overnight Israeli airstrike on a
telecommunication tower in
the central province of Homs.

A military official said the
strike shortly before midnight
in the Palmyra region hit the
tower and some posts around
it. The official did not identify
the targets further. Syrian air
defenses were activated to
respond to the incoming mis-
siles, which the defense min-
istry said originated from the
Tanf region in southeast Syria.

In a rare acknowledge-
ment their bases had been
struck, Iran-backed groups in
Syria vowed retaliation. The

groups said they will “have a
harsh response” to the Israeli
strikes in Palmyra.

The groups also blamed
the United States for the strikes,
which originated from Tanf,
where the U.S. has a small out-
post in the area that straddles
the Baghdad-Damascus high-
way.

The groups said the strikes
hit service and youth centers,
causing a number of causalities,
between dead and wounded.

AP
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Petrol and diesel prices rose
again on Thursday after a

two-day break, taking its retail
rates to record high levels
across the country.

Accordingly, in the nation-
al capital, petrol and diesel
prices increased by 35 paise per
litre to � 104.79 per litre and 
� 93.53 per litre respectively.

In India's financial capital,
Mumbai, petrol became costlier
by 34 paise per litre to 
�110.75 a litre on Thursday, the
highest across all the four
metro cities. Diesel also costs
Rs 101.40 for one litre in
Mumbai.

The price increase on

Thursday has come after fuel
prices remained static for the
past couple of days.

Diesel prices have now
increased 16 out of the last 20
days taking up its retail price by
Rs 4.90 per litre in Delhi. The
price of diesel has increased
between 20-30 paise per litre so
far, but, since Wednesday last
week it has been increasing by
35 paise per litre.

With diesel prices rising
sharply, the fuel is now avail-
able at over Rs 100 a litre in sev-
eral parts of the country. This
dubious distinction was earli-
er available to petrol that had
crossed Rs 100 a litre-mark
across the country a few
months earlier.

Petrol prices had main-
tained stability since September
5 but oil companies finally
raised the pump prices last
week and this week given a
spurt in the product prices late-
ly. Petrol prices have also risen
on 13 of the previous 16 days
taking up the pump price by Rs
3.60 per litre.

OMCs had preferred to
maintain their watch prices
on global oil situation before
making any revision in prices.
This is the reason why petrol
prices were not revised for
the last three weeks. But
extreme volatility in global oil
price movement has now
pushed OMCs to effect the
increase.

Mumbai: Over the next three
to six months, auto loan delin-
quency rates will stay elevated,
though broadly stable from
current levels, Moody's
Investors Service said in its
comment on auto loans.

Indian auto loan asset
backed securities (ABS) delin-
quency rates have improved
alongside the easing of coron-
avirus restrictions over recent
months, but remain elevated.

Delinquency rates will sta-
bilise at high levels as coron-

avirus restrictions ease,
Moody's said, citing that Indian
auto ABS delinquency and col-
lection rates improved in June
and July as economic activity
picked up after coronavirus
restrictions eased.

"While economic condi-
tions have improved, this year's
virus outbreak has eroded bor-
rowers' financial reserves. Over
the next three to six months, we
expect delinquency rates will
stay elevated at around current
levels as many borrowers con-
tinue to deal with the pan-
demic's economic after effects,"
the ratings agency said.

"The Indian auto ABS we
rate benefit from non-amor-
tizing cash reserves and sub-

stantial excess spread," Moody's
said, adding that these features
mitigate risks from elevated
delinquency rates for Indian
auto ABS, because they provide
deals with liquidity and buffers
against losses.

Auto ABS performance
improved because the pickup
in economic activity over
recent months raised demand
and rates for goods trans-
portation. Improving condi-
tions for goods transportation
are positive for the Indian
auto ABS sector, because deals
mostly securitise loans to com-
mercial vehicle operators who
earn income by moving
freight.

IANS 

Mumbai:In the ongoing Zee-
Invesco tussle, the company's
Managing Director and CEO
Punit Goenka has now broken
his silence charging the com-
pany's largest shareholder with
hiding facts that prevented it
from bringing facts about a
merger proposal earlier.

"...on a personal note, I
have some questions as well.
Why didn't Invesco make its
plans public earlier? Does good
corporate governance only
apply to corporates and not
their institutional investors?"
Goenka asked in a statement
issued by his office.

The statement talks about
a merger proposal brought for-

ward by Invesco in February
involving Reliance Industries,
which was rejected by him as
it would have resulted in loss of
shareholder value to the tune of
Rs 10,000 crore.

"During my briefing to the
Board, I emphasised on the
points pertaining to the pro-
posal from Invesco. My atten-
tion was on the imbalance
observed in the valuation and
how it was not in the best inter-
est of our shareholders. The
only reason I did not agree to
the proposal was because the
shareholder value was getting
compromised," Goenka said
in his statement.

IANS
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Members of the influential
US India Business Council

in their meeting with Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman Wednesday praised
India's reform trajectory and
exuded confidence in the grow-
ing Indian economy.

“We praised her reform
trajectory and discussed new
opportunities to strengthen
commercial ties between the US
and India,” USIBC said after
they along with CII hosted the
visiting finance minister for an
interactive session.

New Delhi: The wholesale price-
based inflation eased to a six-
month low of 10.66 per cent in
September, helped by moderat-
ing food prices even as crude
petroleum witnessed a spike.

“The high rate of inflation
in September 2021 is primarily
due to rise in prices of mineral
oils, basic metals, non-food arti-
cles, food products, crude petro-
leum & natural gas, chemicals
and chemical products etc. As
compared to the corresponding
month of the previous year,” the
Commerce and Industry
Ministry said in a statement.
PTI

Ne w Delhi:  NLC India
Limited, A Navratna Company,
Government of India
Enterprise under administra-
tive control of Ministry of Coal
is operating Talabira II&III
OCP (20.00 MTPA capacity) in
Odisha State. 

Talabira II&III OCP has
commenced the coal produc-
tion from FY 2020-21 and
supplying coal to its End Use
plant, NTPL, Tuticorin, T.N.
Further to fulfill the require-
ment of country`s coal supply,
the excess coal quantity after
fulfilling the requirement of
end use plant selling the coal to
open market through E-auc-
tion with due permission from
MOC.

����� ��������C

After slashing the import
duty, the Department of

Food and Public Distribution
has asked all major oil pro-
ducing states to take appropri-
ate and immediate action to
bring down the prices of edible
oils in line with the import duty

reductions. This would also
help in bringing down the
prices of edible oils by �15-20
per kg in the retail markets.
The Department has written to
Rajasthan, Madhya  Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Gujarat, Uttar
Pradesh, West Bengal, Tamil
Nadu and Andhra 
Pradesh.

The direction states that
the state government has to
now ensure that full benefit of
duty reduction made by the
Centre is passed on to the con-
sumers in order to provide
immediate relief from the pre-
vailing high prices of edible
oils, especially during the ensu-
ing festival season.

New Delhi: Union Minister of
Petroleum and Natural Gas
and Minister of Housing and
Urban Affairs, Government of
India, Hardeep Singh Puri
was presented the final divi-
dend cheque of �174.23 crore
at the rate of 14.25% for the
year 2020-21, by Kamran
Rizvi, Additional Secretary,
Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs and Chairman
& Managing Director,
HUDCO in the presence of
Shri DS Mishra, Secretary,
MoHUA, M Nagaraj, Director
(Corporate Planning),
HUDCO, D Guhan, Director
(Finance), HUDCO. 

PNS
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Mumbai:Benchmark indices
Sensex and Nifty raced to fresh
record highs by notching their
sixth straight session of gains on
Thursday as participants cheered
improving macroeconomic data
and positive global cues.

Going past the 61,000-mark
for the first time ever, the BSE
Sensex soared 568.90 points or
0.94 per cent to finish at a new
closing peak of 61,305.95. The
index also marked its fresh
intraday record of 61,353.25
during the day's trade.

Similarly, the NSE Nifty
surged 176.80 points or 0.97 per
cent to a new lifetime closing
high of 18,338.55. PTI
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India, a country where con-
ventional cinema has ruled
the entertainment game for

decades, has a negligible, but
growing, interest in documen-
tary films. A fact that most of us
are familiar with, without hav-
ing to turn to surveys or stud-
ies on the same. However, a lot
has changed in the past several
years.

While we are talking about
the shift in consciousness that
has become increasingly visible
and loud, we have to admit that
the pandemic brought matters to
the fore. A month into the
nation-wide lockdown, pollu-
tion levels in cities were down to
bearable levels; with factories not
functioning, and not pumping
waste material into the rivers, the
colour of the water in these
rivers also changed. Such
observable changes led us to
scratch our chins and wonder,
would the environment be bet-
ter off if we were not around?

Roughly a year and a half
post the first lockdown, we have
lowered our masks and we are
back at it. It appears we humans
forget quite easily. However, it is
a stroke of luck that there still are
some individuals among us who
can’t help but remember some-
thing they have realised.

Meet Kunal Khanna, the
founder of the All Living Things
Environmental Film Festival
(ALT EFF), India’s first environ-
mental film festival. Born in
Mumbai, and raised in
Panchgani, Khanna gained his
sense of independence through
an adulthood in Australia. After
returning to his roots in India,
back in 2018, Khanna started
running a permaculture farm
and realising our dependency on
nature, he developed ALT EFF

to become a catalyst for environ-
mental change in India. 

While ALT EFF was
launched virtually in 2020,
against the backdrop of the
pandemic, Khanna reveals that
the film festival was originally
conceptualised as a physical fes-
tival back in 2019, full of expe-
riences, gatherings and a lively
sustainability market. However,
working on the virtual model
was a blessing in disguise as they
were able to engage viewers
from across the world. With 33
films, and over 4,500 viewers, the
maiden ALT EFF criss-crossed
countries, habitats and some
serious issues.

Khanna expresses, “Our
motive at ALT EFF is to bring
forth stories of hope while
inspiring more people to look at
the important issues of our
time. We are trying to create
awareness and through the
awareness generate some change
in the way we lead our lives.”

This time around, their
presence was bound to grow
with 44 films being screened
from October 9-17. Read on for
excerpts from the interview, for
a peek into Khanna’s mind. 

�Was there any single incident
which acted as an epiphany, of
sorts, for you to switch careers
and come back to India?

It was not a moment but
many things over a couple of
years.

I trained as an economist for
my undergraduate studies and
later went on to work at the state
treasury of Victoria. And I could
not help but be concerned by the

way classic economic theory
had us looking at the world.
Essentially, we could be doing a
lot of damage, the way we go
about producing things and
living our life, but as long as a
‘profit’ is being generated, we
dont need to worry about the
rest of the details — and this was
very fundamental in economic
theory. 

I was practising economics
for about three years and I
could not digest that informa-
tion any more because the world
around us was changing and we
could see the environmental
impact, the damage that was
being inflicted upon nature,
unfolding before our very eyes.
That is when I started question-
ing the system we live in and the
economic model upon which
our system is based. At that time
I decided to go and do a master’s
in environment with the inten-
tion of devoting my life to that
subject. During my 13 years in
Australia, I observed the power
of films and how it could cause
change and that is what led to
the India’s first environmental
film festival.

�Is it a bit too late to raise our
voice for the environment?

As per recent studies and
reports, and considering the
way how things are going, one
might feel that things have got-
ten out of hand. However, the
fact that so many of us are work-
ing towards the conservation of
our environment, in varying
capacities, is based on the ide-
ology that it is never too late.
And I believe so because I have

seen up close how if we give
nature a chance to do what it
does best, it won’t take too long
to regain its past glory.

We as humans have created
a solution for every problem that
we have encountered for aeons
and hopefully, this is just anoth-
er such instance, even though it
is a big one, admittedly. The
entire premise of the environ-
mental film festival is to bring
about that hope.

I feel that we, who are in
India, have limited exposure to
what is going on around the
world. Our exposure, in terms of
news and the people that we fol-
low on social media and/or
interact with, is actually very
limited. Which is why we bring
stories from across the globe —
out of 44 films that are being
screened this time around, 31 are
from 31 different countries. 

They really open our eyes to
what all is happening; are you
aware that at this moment there
are waves of numerous individ-
uals who are standing up and
raising their voices to attract our
attention to this serious prob-
lem? We hope to inspire more
and more people with time and
create a tsunami of change.

�What did your role as the
innovations lead city of
Melbourne entail? Did you try
to incorporate some changes
keeping in mind environmen-
tal factors as well?

Yes, of course! My role over
there was to consider innova-
tions and creative ways to ensure
that Melbourne continues to be
one of the most liveable cities in

the world. The role required
me to diversify my skills, and
taught me a lot, as I had to
work on multiple aspects such
as developing interfaces to
make life a little more conve-
nient for the people of the city
and also what we can do to
address environmental issues,
such as introducing green
spaces in the urban areas, or
how we can manage organic
food waste. 

I would work with a very
wide range of ideas and con-
cepts. but my role was to use
the innovations that the peo-
ple of Melbourne had to
offer. Every major city across
the world welcomes innova-
tions that can help its citi-
zens and India too has a lot
of potential in that regard,
with some very capable peo-
ple doing some incredible
work. However, governments
often fail to capitalise on that

Melbourne, which has
been featuring in the top 10
liveable cities in the world
for quite some time now,
takes such steps very serious-
ly. We transformed how we
were managing the waste
systems, while I was the
innovations lead. 

While we are familiar with
the two dustbin system, one for
biodegradable waste and the
other for non-biodegradable
waste, we introduced a third
bin — for food waste. We
turned that into compost, to be
used as organic fertiliser by
people growing their own
food.

We transformed a liability

to a resource. I also remember
open innovation competition,
which I have led in the past,
where we invited new ideas
centred around the concept of
circularity. Essentially, this
means designing ways where
waste is essentially non-exis-
tent, where it is turned into
something useful and this this
system goes round and round.
Our goal was to ensure circu-
larity as a city, while reducing
the environmental footprint.

�Documentary films do not
have many takers in India.
What are your expectations
from the second edition of
ALT EFF?

The reason why documen-
tary films are not given enough
attention is because there aren’t
enough platforms in India.
Lack of funding is another rea-
son. When there are more
film festivals that celebrate
documentaries and lesser-
known stories, it will translate
into more people picking up
this format of filmmaking. 

This year we want to
inspire the youth to cover
environmental topics. It would
be ideal if fictional films would
also highlight this important
aspect, but let’s see how that
goes.

Currently we aspire to
obtain more traction in the
form of funding which would
help us fund students and
other aspiring film makers to
go out and cover important
topics. To view the films being
screened and to know more
about ALT EFF, visit alteff.in.

It is no secret that Indian
culture has an expansive

range of diversity and makes
a statement that grabs atten-
tion and isn’t overwhelming.
Conventional footwear can
easily be styled and is very
comfortable. Traditional
footwear, especially juttis,
presents a lot of potential on
the style-front. 

Every ethnic footwear is
stereotyped a certain way.
However, juttis have come a
long way with multiple
colours, prints, shapes, and
patterns. They can comple-
ment any outfit with utmost
ease. 

�Comfort without compro-
mising style

Juttis are an invention
that make you look chic
while never compromising
on accessibility or comfort.
These are the pair of shoes
that your feet won’t hate at
the end of the day. The triple
cushioning and leather
padding prevent your feet
from blisters, adding comfort
for long hours. They are easy
to glide in and out, so it
makes the best option to put
on while running errands,
too. 

�Variety at its best 
If you are new to the

enchanting world of juttis,
take your first steps with
primary colours like tan,
black, beige, navy blue. Start
by pairing this with a basic
white shirt and blue denims,
and add the pair to give an
ethnic touch without being
overwhelming. You can also
wear them to your workplace
and still look formal. Replace
the belle shoes by pairing jut-
tis with casual dresses and

skirts. Try the embellished
juttis with beads and
sequences to add that bling to
your outfit if you like to jazz
things up.

�A jutti for every occasion 
Juttis and weddings are

like best friends forever; opt
for the hand-embroidered
or hand-painted juttis in
bright and vibrant colours to
make them pop. From solid

colours to hand embroidery
and hand-painted ones,
there’s one for every occasion. 

Along with juttis, anoth-
er very traditional shoe is the
kolhapuri, which is known
for their unique shape and
leather. The kolhapuri gives a
distinct individuality, making
it look elegant yet tradition-
al when worn with sarees;
they are equally beautiful
with pant style suits and
indo-western outfits. A kol-
hapuri features a flattering sil-
houette that eliminates com-
plicated shoes and heels. 

Overall, it is possible to
pair ethnic footwear with
contemporary silhouettes,
juttis, and kolhapuris to
stylise seamlessly. 

(The author is the founder of
Shilpsutra, a brand that makes

handcrafted juttis.)

Today, the young generation
are often inclined to western

songs, hence, leaving less space
for developing a taste or adora-
tion for Indian classical music.
I had the recent opportunity to
talk to one of the finest maestros
in the industry and thorough-
ly enjoyed the conversation,
making me look at Indian
music in a newer light.

Ustaad Bahauddin Dagar is
an acclaimed rudra veena play-
er and the son of the renowned
north Indian musician, Ustad
Zia Mohiuddin Dagar. He rep-
resents the 20th generation of the
Dagar lineage, which dates
back, to Nayak Haridas Dagar,
to the 16th century.

In an exclusive interview, he
shares his journey and com-
ments on how the rise of social
media platforms has changed
the perspective of the audience
in recent times. 

Read on for some excerpts
from the interview:

�When did you start your
journey of music?

I have been raised in a
family where almost everyone
is into music, thus, the journey
of learning music began during
my childhood. We were always
surrounded by a motivating
atmosphere when it came to
music, art, and poetry.
Musicians and students used to
be gathered at our house in
order to learn and grow togeth-
er. When you are nurtured in
such a manner, you get inclined
towards art. I also used to listen
to rock, pop, jazz, along with
several forms of Indian classi-
cal music. So, by the time I was
16, I had planned to be a musi-
cian, and I asked my father if he
could teach me, and that was
how my first venture into this
enigmatic world happened.

�Who is your inspiration?
I have always been inspired

by my father, Ustad Zia
Mohiuddin Dagar, and my
uncle, Ustad Zia Fariduddin
Dagar Music. For me, music is
a way of expressing emotion. I
was inspired by the good works
of musicians like Kishori

Amonkar. The concept of con-
temporary music is also unique.
Music is ever dynamic and
every musician has contributed
something, in their own man-
ner, thus, achieving success in
the process.

�Did you learn any instru-
ment apart from Rudra veena?

At the age of seven, I had
started learning sitar, but I
dropped it as my only desire
was to learn and get to know the
rudra veena.

�How is rudra veena different
from saraswati veena?

Saraswati veena is popular
in the south, and it is made up
of one piece of wood. It is
designed to suit the Carnatic
style of music. 

Rudra veena is basically a
stringed instrument designed
for north Indian music, like
khayal and dhrupad. Rudra
veena is also considered as a
yantra or a compass as it mea-

sures the notes, microtones to
their exactness and helps the
singers understand how the
notes are placed.

�Apart from music, what are
your other areas of interest?

Apart from music, I like to
go to museums, observe beau-
tiful paintings displayed at art
exhibitions, spend time with
nature, visit wildlife sanctuaries,
and so on.

�What is your favourite genre
of music?

Currently, I am working
with dhrupad, and the last 30
years have proved to be
extremely enriching. It has
helped rearranging my music
clearly, and it has kept me
occupied throughout. I hardly
get any time to listen to any
other music. Once in a while, I
get time to explore western
music or other forms of music
like qawwali, ghazal, and so
forth.

�What is that one flavour
that you miss in today’s music?

I think that the music has
become more polished and
refined in the present times.
Also, I miss long hours at con-
certs that used to be the norm of
our day. Nowadays, concerts
have a tight schedule. When we
had short concerts, one singer
used to sing for two to three
hours so the singers and the
audience had time to warm up,
but things have changed now.
Today’s concerts are more like a
performance, which is not the
idea of Indian classical music,
where one has to keep on redis-
covering new ideas. I miss
lengthier concerts that felt like
like four to five journeys, where
the musicians would share their
journey with you.

�You have a long legacy. Does
it work in your favour or do
you need to raise your bar?

The legacy favours us
because we follow our particu-

lar sanskar at home. However,
sometimes we need to work
twice as much as people are
looking up to us all the time. You
need to raise your bar all the
time else your time will be over.

�How has your audience
changed over the years?

I think the audience has
changed due to platforms like
YouTube and other social media
platforms, which have promot-
ed so many genres and increased
the reach significantly. The per-
spective of the audience has
changed. I remember the times
when the musicians had a less-
er audience to entertain. With
the rise of social media plat-
forms, a new generation of the
audience has come up. Today,
every recording is available
online, so if you don’t play well
enough, you will get criticised.

�What has changed for the
artists and the audience amidst
the pandemic?

The audience is missing out
on the fun of live performances
and concerts, while artists have
suffered economically. Many
musicians’ careers have ended
and some have taken up odd
jobs. 

At the same time, I also feel
that musicians had time, during
the pandemic, to reflect on who
they are as human beings and
how their work has progressed.
Both good and bad things hap-
pened.

�What are your upcoming
projects?

Once you get into this kind
of role, your entire life becomes
a project. There are some con-
certs lined up. On October 23,
I am playing in Jaipur at Jawahar
Kala Kendra; then next year, I
am supposed to go to Paris for
a concert.
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Ican’t start my morning
without a strong cup of
coffee!” is what most peo-

ple of the current generation
wallow about, first thing in the
morning. 

It’s fairly common to find
people sipping hot coffee,
cold coffee, latte, or any other
variety of coffee beverages
and revelling in its bitter-
sweet taste. However, it is
also common to find the same
people complaining of
exhaustion and dehydration. 

According to experts,
more than four cups of coffee

a day can cause headaches,
anxiety, irregular heartbeats,
and even chest pain. However,
despite knowing that even a
moderate amount of coffee
can be detrimental to health,
the caffeine addiction is real
and compels people to never
give up on this savory brew.

The question is, in the
age-long war between health
and taste buds, who will
emerge victorious? However,
no one should be forced to
make such a decision when
both health and taste buds can
co-exist together, right? This

is where coffee honey is rev-
olutionising the world for cof-
fee lovers.

The goodness of honey
and mental alertness of cof-
fee

Along with relishing the
taste and resinous aroma of
coffee and sweetness of honey,
a coffee honey drink is perfect
for triggering psych activity in
the morning, afternoon, or
evening, but without the side
effects of a cup of coffee.
Coffee honey doesn’t mean
that it’s simply coffee with

honey instead of white or
brown sugar. No, it’s some-
thing more magical than that.

To be precise, honeybees
are naturally attracted to cof-
fee flowers. These flowers
contain caffeine in the nectar
part, which attracts honeybees
instinctively. However, it is
quite challenging to harvest as
the pollination period of cof-
fee flowers is extremely limit-
ed. Nevertheless, the bees
skillfully draw out the sugar-
rich liquid from coffee plants,
and a flavorful dark, rich cof-
fee bean color honey is

extracted.  
Like most coffee, coffee

honey efficiently relieves men-
tal and physical fatigue, alerts
the brain, and keeps con-
sumers perked up throughout
the day. It also stimulates the
central nervous system, boosts
immunity,  and controls
insulin levels to elevate the
overall wellbeing and pro-
ductivity of the consumer.
Having said that, it doesn’t
bring the negative baggage of
conventional coffee beans. In
fact, coffee honey consists of
high volumes of antioxidants
and can be highly beneficial in
regulating the common cold
and cough.

Furthermore, it has end-
less health benefits  for
humans and the caffeine nec-
tar of coffee plants is incred-
ibly beneficial for honeybees.
It activates their memory
process and enables bees to
return to the same flower and
collect more nectar.

Moving forward
On a daily basis, more

than one billion people world-
wide drink coffee. Imagine
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Want to get rid of the
hassle of multiple

ingredients to lose
weight?  We’ve got just the
right choice for you! Yes,
you guessed it right, it’s
the mighty oats! More
specifically, oat bran.

Oat bran is the outer
layer of the oat groat or
seed. In order to make oat
bran, the outer shell of the
whole oat groat is
removed and separated
from the endosperm dur-
ing the processing phase. 

Oat bran offers a
number of health bene-
fits, including its ability to
reduce cholesterol levels,
inflammation of the
arteries and risk of coro-
nary heart disease.
Having said that, oat
bran’s biggest attribute
perhaps is its soluble
fibre content. This pro-
motes its ability to ben-
efit digestion, heart
health, weight manage-
ment and cholesterol lev-
els. In addition, the outer
layer of the oat seed is
also an excellent source
of plant-based protein
and micronutrients.

Including ample
fibre-rich foods in your
diet, such as oat bran, can
be exactly what you need.
Oats are widely known as
one of the healthiest
grains out there, as they're
packed with many crucial
vitamins, minerals, and
fibre. Although oat groats
and steel-cut oats natural-
ly contain bran, oat bran
is also sold as an individ-
ual product. Fibre has
several benefits for weight

loss, including increased
satiety, appetite control
and blood sugar regula-
tion. Combine a regular
intake of oat bran with a
healthy diet and some
regular exercise and you
are successfully on the
path to weight loss

From the moment it
is consumed, the fibre in
the oat bran firstly
absorbs the saliva, even-
tually expanding in the
stomach. It then, absorb
fluids, twenty-five times
its volume. This brings
about a feeling of fullness
that lasts longer, thus
helping us to avoid
unnecessary snack breaks
in-between meals.

Oat bran is easily
available in many health
food outlets and online
stores. It typically comes
ground, and can be pre-
pared on a stove, in the
microwave or a slow
cooker. Keep reading for
five quick ways to include
oat bran in your diet—

�Add to your
smoothies

Is your morning
smoothie too light, mak-
ing you go hungry even
before your lunchtime?
Then you may want to
consider adding some oat
bran to your smoothie jar. 

Take half a cup of oat
bran and grind it before

adding the rest of your
smoothie ingredients and
blend until combined
well. The resulting mix-
ture is thicker, giving you
a more filling smoothie,
which is sure to keep you
full, well until your
lunchtime.

�Use it as a thicken-
ing agent

If you want to
increase the thickness, or
add a boost of nutrition
to your soup or a sauce,
oat bran is the answer. 

Ditch that corn starch
and get yourself some
oat bran, a healthy thick-

ening agent. But before
you toss the oat bran into
your soup, make sure to
grind it into a fine pow-
der to avoid that lumpy
consistency.

�Substitute oat bran
for breadcrumbs when
cooking.   

You can replace
breadcrumbs, that are
used as binding agents,
with oat bran. 

For instance, instead
of using dry or fresh
breadcrumbs for coating
your burgers and fish fin-
gers, use an equal portion
of oat bran instead. 

You can also swap
out oat bran for bread-
crumbs to make a
crunchy topping for your
casserole.

Combine half a cup
of oat bran with salt, pep-
per, garlic powder, and
grated parmesan cheese.
Coat chicken tenders or
fillets of fish such as
salmon or basa with the
oat bran coating. 

�Sprinkle some into
omelettes, yoghurt, or
cottage cheese

While oat bran is
usually cooked, you can
also add it raw into some

dishes. Stir one or two
tablespoons into your
omelette, plain or
flavoured yoghurt, cot-
tage cheese or some tofu.
This will add a slightly
nutty flavour and increase
the fibre in your snack. 

Snacking on hand-
fuls of bran all through
the day can aid in feeling
fuller for longer periods
of time and curb future
snacking habits. 

�Use them in cakes
and cookies

Using oat bran to
bake your cakes and
cookies not only adds a
healthy quotient to your
favourite desserts but also
give you that crunchy
texture. So go ahead and
whip away your almond
date biscotti, date bran
muffins or even date
squares, adding oat bran
provides a soft, chewy
texture to these scrump-
tious baked goods.

So,cut off the hassle
of buying multiple ingre-
dients to make your
favourite dishes and make
that nutritious switch to
oat bran!

(The author is the
founder and MD of

Oateo Oats, a brand
which strives to make

every oatmeal an excit-
ing affair.)
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how many cups of coffee
everyone must be consuming.
Although, it's the most wide-
ly consumed beverage in the
world, it's still not everyone's
cup of coffee. Honey coffee,
on the other hand, not only
soothes consumers' hectic
nerves but also aids in weight
loss.

The conventional charm of
honey coupled with new-age
innovations has opened doors
for several ventures diving

deeper into the world of nectar
and organic honey. Honey-
based products like coffee
honey are usually free of sugar,
additives, and artificial flavors.
The latest food technology is
specially designed for such
alternatives that keep the orig-
inal taste intact while enhanc-
ing the healthy attributes of nat-
ural products. And coffee
honey is an apt example under
this category.

The aforementioned data

clearly states that because caf-
feine addiction has become an
integral part of most people's
lifestyle, it is crucial to opt for
healthy, sustainable, and nutri-
tious options. Coffee honey
fits the bill perfectly.

So, when are you switch-
ing to 100 per cent organic
coffee honey?

(The author is the
founder of Bee My Boo, an

online store for natural prod-
ucts.)
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BARCELONA STARTS CRITICAL HOME STINT
Barcelona: Ronald Koeman got a reprieve. Now
he needs to make it last. A visit from Valencia on
Sunday kicks off a three-game home stint that the
Barcelona coach said must mark a turnaround for
his beleaguered team. After facing Valencia,
Barcelona will host Dynamo Kyiv and Real Madrid
within a week. The run of games at Camp Nou
comes after an international break that gave
Koeman a chance to regroup following a
tumultuous period for a team struggling to win
without Lionel Messi. Two weeks ago, Koeman’s
job was considered in serious jeopardy after
Barcelona had lost both of its Champions League
games by an identical 3-0 score.

HOCKEY INDIA TO BE HELD IN JHANSI
New Delhi: The 11th Hockey India Senior
Women National Championship will be held in
Jhansi in Uttar Pradesh from October 21 to 30 with
28 teams taking part in the tournament. The
championship will provide a platform for the
domestic players to showcase their talent. The 28
participating teams will be divided into eight
groups. The group winners will qualify for the
quarterfinals. After six days of group matches, the
quarterfinals will be played on October 27, the
semifinals on October 29 and the medal matches
the next day. 

HIMA DAS TESTS POSITIVE FOR COVID -19
Ace Indian sprinter Hima Das, who is making a
comeback from a hamstring injury, on Wednesday
revealed that she has tested positive for COVID-19
but is stable in isolation. Das, 21, reported to the
national camp at National Institute of Sport (NIS)
in Patiala recently. “I would like to inform
everyone that I have been tested positive for
Covid-19. I am stable and at the moment in
isolation. I look forward to utilising this time to
recover and come back stronger than before,” Das
tweeted.”A gentle reminder for everyone to stay
safe and wear mask.”  Das could not make the cut
for the Tokyo Olympics after missing the 200m
qualification mark of 22.80s as she clocked 23.21s
in the Federation Cup in March this year. 

JK TYRE TO FEATURE COTINENTAL GT CUP
New Delhi:  JK Tyre, India’s leading tyre
manufacturer and pioneer of motorsports in India,
has partnered with Royal Enfield for the first
edition of Continental GT Cup - India’s first retro
racing format. The track racing championship will
be part of the upcoming season of JK Tyre FMSCI
National Racing Championship (JKNRC) 2021.
JKNRC continues to lead as India’s flagship racing
Championship for the past 24 years. Since its
inception, the platform has witnessed
participation from the country’s leading
automobile manufacturers, including Maruti
Suzuki, Hyundai Motors India, General Motors,
and Suzuki Motorcycles besides leading Superbike
manufacturers.

INDIAN WOMEN’S FOOTBALL AGAINST SWEDEN
Manama: Buoyed by the win against higher-
ranked Chinese Taipei in the last match of its
international tour, the Indian women’s football
team will play against two Swedish sides later
this month as part of its preparations for next
year’s Asian Cup in the country.  The team will
play against two top tier 1 sides Hammarby IF
(October 20) and Djurgarden IF (October 23) in
Sweden. India head coach Thomas  Dennerby
was earlier at the helm of affairs of both the
clubs. The team has already played four
international friendlies against the UAE (4-1),
Tunisia (0-1), Bahrain (5-0) and Chinese Taipei
(1-0) over the last few weeks in Dubai and
Manama.
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Young Indian batter Shafali Verma
endured an underwhelming Women’s

Big Bash League (WBBL) debut in her
team Sydney Sixers’ six-wicket win
over Melbourne Stars on the
opening day of the competition
at the Bellerive Oval here on
Thursday.

Chasing 100 runs to win
in 11 overs in the rain-hit
match, the 17-year-old right-
handed opener fell for 8 (10
balls, 1 four) in the fourth
over.

Her first-wicket
partnership with Alyssa
Healy, who hit a

superb 57 (27 balls, 11 fours), yielded 40
runs before Shafali was bowled by
Annabel Sutherland attempting a big
heave.

The Sixers appeared to be on their way
to a comfortable win before losing three

wickets including that of Healy. But
Nicole Bolton (7 not out) and Angela

Reakes (3 not out) steered them
home.

Earlier, sent in to bat by Sixers
captain Ellyse Perry, the Melbourne

Stars rode on a quick-fire 54 not
out (31 balls, 5 fours, 1 six) by

Elyse Villani to make 99 for
1 in 11 overs.

Skipper Meg Lanning
contributed 23 (17 balls,

4 fours).
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Already through to the quarterfinals,
the Indian men’s badminton team

suffered a defeat at the hands of for-
midable China in its last group match
of the Thomas Cup here on Thursday.

Only the doubles pair of
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag
Shetty could manage a win in the men’s
team championship tie as they beat He
Ji Ting and Zhou Hao Dong 21-14 21-
14 in a 41-minute contest.

The win by Rankireddy and Shetty
duo boosted the confidence of the
Indian team after a struggling Kidambi
Srikanth began the day for India with
a 12-21 16-21 loss to Shi Yu Qi in 36

minutes.
Sameer Verma gave a tough fight

to Lu Guang Ju but eventually lost his
singles match 21-14 9-21 22-24 after
one hour and 23 minutes as India
trailed 1-2.

The other doubles pair of M R
Arjun and Dhruv Kapila went down
fighting 24-26 19-21 to Liu Cheng and
Wang Yi Lyu in 52 minutes before 

Kiran George lost to Li Shi Feng
15-21 17-21 in the 43-minute singles
match.

The defeat against China was the
first for the men’s team in the tourna-
ment.

It had beaten the Netherlands 5-
0 on Sunday before notching up a vic-
tory against Tahiti by an identical mar-
gin on Tuesday to qualify for Thomas
Cup quarterfinals for the first time
since 2010. The women’s team plays
against Japan in the Uber Cup quar-
terfinal match later in the day.
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Former Pakistan captain Javed
Miandad believes a fearless

approach would be crucial to his
country’s chances of upstaging a
star-studded India when the two
arch-rivals clash in their highly-
anticipated T20 World Cup open-
er on October 24.

India have never lost to
Pakistan in an ICC World Cup,
either 50-over or T20.

“The match against India will
be crucial to getting momentum in
the tournament. They are a strong
side and have several top players
but if we can play without fear and
pressure and everyone does his bit
we can beat them,” he said.

Miandad believes that the
Pakistan team has the capability of
doing well in the event if it puts in
a collective effort.

“T20 format is one where
people think that one or two play-

ers can win you matches but I look
at it this way that in this format
everyone needs to contribute in
some way or the other for a team
to be a winning outfit,” Miandad
said.

The former batter retired from
all cricket in 1997/98 before the
T20 format was introduced inter-
nationally.

He said that Pakistan can’t just
rely on an in-form Babar Azam to
steer them ahead.
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Talismanic captain Sunil
Chhetri struck twice to lead

a beleaguered India to a 3-1 win
over hosts Maldives in their final
league match and enter the final
of the SAFF Championships
here on Wednesday.

Chhetri scored in the 62nd
and 71st minutes after Manvir
Singh had given India the lead
in the 33rd minute in the must-
win match for India. Ali Ashfaq
pulled one back for Maldives in
the 45th minute from a spot
kick.

The 37-year-old Chhetri,
who was playing in his 124th

match, is just one goal shy of
Argentine maestro Lionel Messi
(80), who is the second highest
international goal scorer among
active players behind Portugal
superstar Cristiano Ronaldo
(115).  

Seven-time champions
India, who finished on top of the
five-team table with eight points,
face Nepal in the final on
October 16.

Nepal drew 1-1 with
Bangladesh in the earlier match
of the day to finish second in the
round-robin league with seven
points.

India had beaten Nepal 1-0
in a league stage.
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Delhi Capitals captain Rishabh Pant
on Thursday said he is proud of his

side despite its ouster from the IPL after
a close loss to Kolkata Knight Riders in
Qualifier 2 and described his teammates
as “exceptional warriors”.

Delhi lost by three wickets, primar-
ily undone by an underwhelming bat-
ting show which put up just 135 runs on
the board for KKR to chase. Delhi fought
hard with the ball but KKR edged
home with one ball to spare after losing
five wickets for seven runs at one stage.
“It ended in heartbreak last night, but I
could not be more proud of leading this
team of exceptional warriors. We battled
hard through the season, and while we
may have fallen short on some days, we
always gave 100 per cent,” Pant tweet-
ed. “To the owners, management, staff,
my teammates and most importantly,
our passionate fans, I want to say thank
you from my heart. You all made this
season special. 
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MS Dhoni’s
experienced
C h e n n a i

Super Kings will lock
horns with resurgent
Kolkata Knight Riders,
led by Eoin Morgan, in

the high-octane grand
finale of IPL 2021 at Dubai

International Stadium, here
on Friday.

It will be a record ninth final
appearance in 12 editions for
Chennai, who have won three

titles in 2010, 2011, and 2018
while KKR, who have won the

trophy in 2012 and 2014 under
the captaincy of Gautam

Gambhir, will play their
third final. It will also be
a repeat of the 2012 IPL
final, where both teams
faced each other.

CSK beat Delhi
Capitals by four wick-
ets in Qualifier 1 in
Dubai and became
the first team to
reach IPL 2021 final
and Kolkata also
defeated the same
team by three wickets
in Qualifier 2 on
Wednesday to set up
the blockbuster final
showdown against MS
Dhoni’s team.

The summit clash
on Friday will also be
a battle between the
two best white-ball
captains MS Dhoni
and Eoin Morgan,
who might be short of
runs but have been
smart in their tactics
on the field.

Openers Faf du
Plessis and Ruturaj
Gaikwad along with
Moeen Ali, Ravindra
Jadeja have done
exceedingly well with

the bat for CSK. But, how they deal with the
12 quality overs ‘rom KKR’s spin trio of
Varun Chakravarthy, Shakib Al Hasan, and
Sunil Narine, can decide the outcome of the
final.

However, the final match will be played
on a better pitch in Dubai in comparison to
a slow and sluggish tack of Sharjah. And the
likes of Ambati Rayudu, Robin Uthappa and
MS dhoni in middle overs can heave a sigh
of relief.

Deepak Chahar, Shardul Thakur,
Dwayne Bravo, and Josh Hazlewood have
been good with the ball for CSK. But they
have also crumbled under pressure especial-
ly while defending the target. The experience
of playing in Dubai in the last couple of
games may help CSK bowlers to acclimatise
well with angles of ground and pitch.

On the other hand, Eoin Morgan-led
KKR have been on a fairytale ride since the
UAE leg of the tournament began. A bulk of

Kolkata’s success in the UAE leg has been due
to the fearless approach by their youngsters.
Openers Shubman Gill and Venkatesh Iyer
have given them fantastic starts and Rahul
Tripathi and Nitish Rana have also chipped
in with useful inn’ngs.

Shakib’s all-round abilities have provid-
ed more balance to KKR in absence of Andre
Russell, who sustained a hamstring injury. It
will be interesting to see whether Russell
becomes fit to play in the final or not. Their
pacers Lockie Ferguson, Shivam Mavi have
picked wickets at regular intervals while spin-
ners Varun Chakravarthy, and Sunil Narine
have stifled opposition batsmen with disci-
plined bowling.

However, the big concern for the
McCullum-coached side going into the final
will be the form of Dinesh Karthik and Eoin
Morgan, both of whom registered ducks in
the Qualifier 2 against DC on Wednesday and
continue to have a poor season with the bat.

Squads:
Kolkata Knight Riders: Eoin Morgan

(C), Andre Russell, Dinesh Karthik (W),
Kamlesh Nagarkoti, Kuldeep Yadav, Lockie
Ferguson, Nitish Rana, Pat Cummins,
Prasidh Krishna, Rahul Tripathi, Sandeep
Warrier, Shivam Mavi, Shubman Gill, Sunil
Narine, Tim Seifert, Varun Chakravarthy,
Shakib Al Hasan, Sheldon Jackson, Vaibhav
Arora, Karun Nair, Harbhajan Singh, Ben
Cutting, Venkatesh Iyer, Pawan Negi,
Gurkeerat Mann Singh, Tim Southee

Chennai Super Kings: Mahendra Singh
Dhoni (captain), Suresh Raina, Ambati
Rayudu, KM Asif, Deepak Chahar, Dwayne
Bravo, Faf du Plessis, Imran Tahir, N
Jagadeesan, Karn Sharma, Lungi Ngidi,
Mitchell Santner, Ravindra Jadeja, Ruturaj
Gaikwad, Shardul Thakur, R Sai Kishore,
Moeen Ali, K Gowtham, Cheteshwar Pujara,
Harishankar Reddy, Bhagath Varma, C Hari
Nishaanth.
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Acouple of hours after its
launch, the new jersey of

the Indian cricket team was
showcased in a scintillating
light show on Burj Khalifa, the
worlds tallest building, in
Dubai. MPL Sports, the official
kit sponsor for the Indian
cricket team, posted the video
of the light show at the Burj
Khalifa with the new jersey late
on Wednesday night.

“For the first time ever, a
Team India Jersey lit up the
@BurjKhalifa. The
#BillionCheersJersey inspired
by the cheers of a billion fans
reached new heights, quite lit-
erally. 

Are you ready to
#ShowYourGame and back
Team India?” tweeted the MPL
Sports on Thursday.

The Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) also
shared the video on its Twitter
handle, reading as “The Team
India World Cup jersey unveil
gets bigger and better with a
projection on the iconic Burj
Khalifa. Watch the historic
moment here!”

The new jersey, unveiled
ahead of the men’s T20 World
Cup in the UAE and Oman,
features soundwaves designs
inspired from the cheers of the
fans. During the show, larger-
than-life renditions of captain
Virat Kohli, vice-captain Rohit
Sharma, KL Rahul, Rishabh
Pant, Ravindra Jadeja and
Jasprit Bumrah in the new jer-
sey.

India will kick off their
men’s T20 World Cup cam-
paign against Pakistan in a
Group 2 match of Super 12 on
October 24 in the Dubai
International Stadium.
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