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The crucial meeting of the
Congress Working

Committee on Saturday saw
Sonia Gandhi asserting herself
as a “full-time and hands-on
Congress president” and Rahul
Gandhi hinting at his return at
the helm of the party. The
CWC decided to hold the elec-
tion of Congress president
between August 21 and
September 20, 2022.

Sonia hit back at critics
within the party — the G-23 —
who have been pushing for
over a year now for an organ-
isational overhaul and a more
“visible leadership”.

The G-23 is a group of 23
senior leaders, including
Ghulam Nabi Azad, Kapil Sibal,
Shashi Tharoor, P
Chidambaram among others.
Since last August, members of
the G-23 have been vocal on
several party issues, including
that of leadership crisis. 

“I have always appreciated
frankness” and “there is no
need to speak to me through

the media,” Sonia said at the
first offline CWC meeting post-
Covid pandemic. Sources said
the organisational elections
were discussed amid indica-
tions that Rahul could return as
the party chief same time
around next year. 

“I am, if you will allow me

to say so, a full-time and hands-
on Congress president,” Sonia
observed. 

In the past two years, a
large number of young col-
leagues have taken leadership
roles in taking party policies
and programmes to the people,
she asserted.

Addressing the meeting of
the party’s highest decision-
making body, Sonia also
underscored that the entire
organisation wants a revival of
the party, but this requires
unity and keeping the party’s
interests paramount.

Continued on Page 4
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With the recovery of two
more bodies from the

encounter site in the Nar Khas
forest area of Mendhar tehsil in
Poonch late on Saturday
evening, the death toll of the
Indian Army has mounted to
nine, including two JCOs and
seven other ranks.  So far this
is the highest toll in any recent
counter terrorist operation in
Jammu & Kashmir in recent
years.

Meanwhile, in a joint oper-
ation with the Central forces,
the Jammu & Kashmir Police
on Saturday avenged the killing
of their two colleagues by suc-
cessfully eliminating one of
the top Lashkar-e-Tayyeba
commanders, along with his
associate, in the Pampore area
of South Kashmir’s Pulwama
district.

The LeT commander,
identified as Umar Mushtaq
Khandey, had figured in the
most wanted list of 10 terror-
ists prepared by the J&K Police.

In the first incident involv-
ing the Army, during the search

operations  and a brief firefight
with the terrorists, the Army
jawans had received critical
injuries late on Thursday
evening. Two dead bodies were
recovered on Friday, while
searches continued as one JCO
and another jawan was found
missing since October 14.

On October 11, five sol-
diers, including a Junior
Commissioner Officer (JCO),
were killed in action during a
encounter with the terrorists in
a thickly forested area of Dera
Ki Gali in Surankote tehsil of
frontier Poonch district.
Among the martyred soldiers
three hailed from Punjab and
one each from Uttar Pradesh

and Kerala.  
Defence PRO Lt-Col

Devender Anand in a state-
ment said, “Subedar Ajay Singh
and Naik Harendra Singh of
Indian Army were killed in
action during search operations
being conducted by the Indian
Army along with the Jammu &
Kashmir Police in densely
forested area of Nar Khas for-
est in Mendhar, Poonch.”

Lt-Col Anand said,
“Subedar Ajay Singh and Naik
Harendra Singh were part of
search operations launched by
the security forces to flush out
terrorists hiding in the forest-
ed area.”

Continued on Page 4
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Amid Covid-19 pandemic,
hand washing has become

a new norm to keep the dead-
ly virus at bay, but ironically
globally three in 10 people, or
2.3 billion, do not have basic
facilities like water and soap
available at home, the UNICEF
has said, suggesting that the
have-nots remain at the risk of
getting infected with coron-
avirus.

The situation is worse in
the least developed countries,
with over six in 10 people

without access to basic hand
hygiene, the UN agency said in
a fact sheet on Global Hand
washing Day observed on
October 15. The cost to provide
hand hygiene in all homes in 46
of the world’s least developed
countries by 2030 is an esti-

mated at $11 billion.
Nonetheless, what has

come as a relief is that some
progress has been made since
2015: The global population
with access to basic hand
hygiene at home has increased
from 5 billion to 5.5 billion, or

from 67 per cent to 71 per cent.
However, if current trends

persist, 1.9 billion people will
still not have access to basic
hand hygiene by the end of the
decade.

According to the latest esti-
mates, two in five schools
worldwide do not have basic
hygiene services with water
and soap, affecting 818 million
students, of which 462 million
attend schools with no facility
at all. In the least developed
countries, seven out of 10
schools have no place for chil-
dren to wash their hands.

One-third of health care
facilities worldwide do not
have hand hygiene facilities at
points of care where the
patient, health care worker,
and treatment involve contact
with the patient.

Continued on Page 4
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ANihang Sikh, Parminder
Singh, on Saturday sur-

rendered at a gurdwara before
police in Amarkot village in
Jandiala Guru area of Amritsar
in connection with the Singhu
border lynching incident.

A police team had gone to
arrest him. He had announced
to surrender after paying obei-
sance at Akal Takht. Parminder
Singh allegedly murdered
Lakhbir Singh, a drug addict,
who it is alleged had commit-
ted sacrilege.

Meanwhile, a court in
Sonepat on Saturday remand-
ed Sarabjit Singh, arrested in
connection with the lynching
of Lakhbir Singh at the farm-
ers’ protest site at Singhu bor-
der, in police custody for seven
days, with the accused pointing
to the involvement of a few
more people in the gruesome
killing.

The body of Lakhbir Singh,
a labourer from Punjab's Tarn
Taran district, was found on
Friday tied to a barricade at the
Delhi-Haryana border where
the anti-farm law protesters
have been camping.

Continued on Page 4
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The Durga Puja celebrations
have concluded in

Bangladesh even as another
Hindu devotee was found dead
on Saturday amid days of com-
munal unrest and violence
unleashed by unidentified
Muslim bigots who vandalised
temples over alleged blasphe-
my, leading to the deployment
of paramilitary forces in more
than half of administrative dis-
tricts. With the latest killing, the
death toll during the Durga
Puja celebrations across the
country has reached five.

Authorities overnight
imposed a nationwide securi-
ty vigil while officials said that
initial investigations have
thrown up crucial evidence
against the perpetrators of vio-
lence against the minority
Hindu community’s Durga
Puja. The paramilitary Border
Guard Bangladesh (BGB) has
expanded the vigil from 22 to
34 out of 64 administrative dis-
tricts.

The elite anti-crime Rapid
Action Battalion said it expects
to arrest some of the key per-
petrators of the sporadic vio-
lence which took place in the
past three days. Voicing opti-

mism over the investigation,
Home Minister Asaduzzaman
Khan Kamal told reporters
that “We expect developments
of the investigations in the
next one or two days”.

The police, meanwhile,
said that they have recovered
the body of a Hindu devotee
from a pond near a temple in
southeastern Begumganj sub-
district of Noakhali.

Continued on Page 4
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At least six people died and
a dozen others were miss-

ing on Saturday as heavy rain
pounded south and central
Kerala causing flash floods
and landslides in many parts,
prompting the State
Government to seek the assis-
tance of the defence forces for
rescue operations.

Several people have been
injured and displaced in rain-
related incidents in Kerala
where dams in many districts
are nearing its full capacity and
small towns and villages in the
hilly areas are totally cut off
from the outside world.

Many hilly areas of
Kottayam, Idukki and
Pathanamthitta are experienc-
ing situation almost similar to
that during the time of devas-
tating floods of 2018 and 2019
but authorities said everything
was under control and there
was no need for any panic. 

However, the rescue teams
of the State police and fire force
could not reach the affected
areas due to floods and adverse
weather conditions prevailing
there.

Continued on Page 4
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There are some films which have a great
storyline and the makers choose a
fantastic subject. The star cast is strong

as well, yet there is something missing that refuse
to resonate and make it a movie that is par
excellence. Rashmi fits this category.

Directed by Akarsh Khurana and produced
by Ronnie Screwvala, Neha Anand and Pranjal
Khandhdiya, the film has heart in the right place.
However, what is missing is the soul that puts
life into a subject that is sensitive and talks about
gender testing for women athletes globally – a
subject that has been in debate for years.

Taapsee Pannu, who has done movies like
Pink, Badla and Thappad, despite remaining
the driving force behind Rashmi Rocket
looks totally helpless in the second half of the
movie. This is a bit strange since she has shown
to be a woman who is strong minded and
definitely not someone who will bow down to
anybody let alone a bunch of women athletes
out to get her. Of course, there is a scene where
she hits out but that does nothing to give the
impression that she is in any ways the girl that

she was at the start of the movie.
And this is where Rashmi Rocket falters.

It is strange to see such a U-turn in a
character – from a woman who dominates to
a woman who is helpless – doesn’t fit with her
persona and how she was brought up. Then
there are other things that don’t fit. Take the
Bhuj earthquake that finds its way in the film.
The 2001 earthquake on January 26 killed
more than 20,000 people and injured over 1,5
lakh people is shown in a blasé manner. While
it has no bearing on the film or the subject, a
two second shot of cracked earth takes away
the devastation it left.

But not all is lost. There are some parts
of the movie that are truly inspiring – Taapsee
Pannu’s need to fight against the injustice
meted out to her. The strong family backing
that she has – from her mother played by
Supriya Pathak and husband played by
Priyanshu Painyuli. Both have done a great job
here. Mohan Joshi does his bit too even if his
screen presence is for 10 minutes.

It is Abhishek Banerjee who needs a
special mention here. He plays a funny part
serious lawyer with great aplomb. His
blundering, at the start, are endearing like
where he addresses the judge as ma’am instead
of Your Honor.  If you are a Taapsee Pannu
fan, you will like this. 
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�What is Mauka-E-Vardaat –
Operation Vijay about?

It is self defining. A band
of Indian officers detect a
crime and try to nab culprits
and they do it successfully.  I
play the role of a scientist, who
is the brains and helps the
Indian officers. He draws
conclusions from the past and
present to guide and help the
officers.

� Tell us about your role?
Its a very different role. I

play a scientist who lives away
from reach. Nobody knows
my whereabouts and contact
information. But the main
character Newton
Chattopadhyay knows
everything and keeps track of
everything. While doing so if
something goes south, he
appears suddenly and guides
people. He is an expert who
doesn't get himself involved but
is always on standby. He is like
a father figure, professor, friend,
scientist. He is the
amalgamation of everything,
every emotion. 

�What made you say yes to
this role?

I agreed to this role because
this character is with them and
still not with them. When I'm
shooting, I'm at my den and
from there itself I'm explaining
things to other characters and
that too without seeing them.
It's a different type of challenge.
Most times in acting, there is
another artist with whom you
give and take dialogues. I react
to these dialogues on the fly
and it is pretty challenging.
There are certain instances
where I suddenly appear
somewhere and then disappear
from there after finishing my
dialogue. Very knowledgeable,
it is a character that I havent
portrayed so I have accepted it
and I'm enjoying while finding
it interesting. I'm sure.

�What does 'Aalokik
Shaktiyan' mean here?

Aalokik shaktiya refers to
the powers that are beyond our
regular scientific reach and
understand. "Lok" means
people and "lokik" means
where people are from.
"Aalokik" means something
that isn't from where people
live. For example, superhuman
capabilities. The spiritual
powered that aren't discovered
yet but loosely based on
scientific terms. The main
agonist and antagonist keep
finding new powers like these.
To produce these thoughts
realistically, is very challenging

because it 's beyond our
imagination.
The antagonist has these
"aalokik shaktiya" but the
protagonists use their cunning
and the current superior
technology to equalize the
situation. They don't have the
luxury of exemplary powers
but they have their courage,
Braun and attitude to change
the tides.

�You have mostly been a part
of the crime genre be it series
or a movie. What are the
challenges? 

Daily soaps are all about
how you live on a day to day

basis and react accordingly.
Whereas in crime shows, you
have to take care of a specific
story, crime and genre. You
have to showcase your
emotions differently and have
a realistic approach about the
detection of the crime. It's
different because of the
increase in intuitiveness and
overall information.

�We understand that you
have also worked in
Bollywoood movies. How is
the work environment
different? 

For an actor, working in
films or working in television
or any media is the same. But
there are  certain limitations
and aspects with acting in
every media. If you talk about
acting in films, there is no
limitation in the sense of time
constraint. The same can't be
said about acting in television
because every episode has one.
You have to edit it and telecast
it in planned schedules. It's a
good challenge as there is less
time for relaxation. You're are
always shooting on time and
procrastinating has no place
here no matter what. The
channel cannot go blank on
that day.

�How was shooting in a
pandemic different?
In the pandemic, there are not
many people on set that used
to be. There are many protocols
in place that prohibit the
interaction of multiple people
together. The workload has
increased but as many actors
take initiative and do some
things themselves. We have to
help each other and share
responsibilities. There is no
crowding and audiences
because of these important
restrictions. We all are very
happy that we are able to work
while keeping each other safe
by following these rules.

#*..N.*�C

���	��������(��
�)�
#
������%
 �%� �4��������
�
'��������
�����	����������
����	�

'����'�������/� �  ���/���  ���/
�����
�
����
���������	������������
�������������	��������������'�
��
	�����	��C�
�������	���������F
�	����
��������
�����
������������
�	��������4������@���
�
�������=����
=��:���'������!����	����3:�����
�������	��	���'���������� ������

4(C.����������	�
��� ����
���	�
A
������
+	�����������	���
�������
�
��������������
���
����
 ���
�
 ��
���������	�����
������3��
��������'���'������H�
���	���
�
�0 ��
�����
���������������
2�$,� +	����������-���
2��"���:��
���
2��#��:���'����=�����=�/�����!
�7�� L� �

�8*�.*)!�-!
<�����
����
>���(�1����
��2�$���;;�.�����@���
.�� ��
�������;��������������,��$��
,����$��2���"��@�
��
.�
��(�CA/B

The Reunion is about a family that has
not met for years but come together at
the death of a family member and to

carry out her last wishes. The subject and
the underlying message that family comes
first is great. It is rare to watch a film or a
web series on such a subject these days.
Definitely a welcome change.

Another plus of this web series is that
none of the nine episodes are more than 24
minutes. This makes it easy to watch them
at one go. Also, the locale chosen is very
nice. Again, a rarity to see so much
greenery and pristine beaches. The acting

by the star cast is in the right place. Also,
the story ends after nine episodes. So, if the
makers want to extend this, it has to be a
completely different track but may be with
the same cast.

The father-sons relationship has been
shown realistically. It is something that one
sees often; usually fathers and sons don’t
share a very good relationship and this has
been brought out naturally. Given that
people are looking for realistic cinema, this
is right up their alley.

However, there are a few no-nos too.
The acting by all is stilted; they appear to
be just going with the motion of acting
rather put in an effort. There is no
chemistry between Veer Rajwant Singh and
Kashmira Irani who play husband and wife
here.

Those who are looking for realism, will
like this one.
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The national capital report-
ed 21 new cases on

Saturday while the positivity
rate stood at 0.04 per cent,
according to a health bulletin
issued by the health depart-
ment of the Delhi Government.

The number of active cases
decreased to 326 on Saturday
from 327 a day before, accord-
ing to the bulletin. The num-
ber of people under home iso-
lation stood at 96 on Saturday
while it was 104 a day before,
and the number of contain-
ment zones increased to 104
from 99 on Friday, the bulletin
said

A total of 48,870 tests --
43,504 RT-PCR tests and 5,366
rapid antigen tests -- were con-
ducted a day ago, the bulletin
said.

According to the bulletin,
the Covid case tally in Delhi
reached 1439358 of which over
14.13 lakh patients have recov-
ered. The death toll has risen to
25,089.

On April 20, Delhi had
reported 28,395 cases, the high-
est in the city since the begin-
ning of the pandemic last year.
On April 22, the case positivi-
ty rate was 36.2 per cent, the
highest so far.

The highest number of
448 deaths was reported on

May 3. The Delhi government
has been ramping up the health
infrastructure in the city to pre-
vent a repeat of the crisis wit-
nessed during the peak of the
second wave.

Two fatalities due to
COVID-19 have been record-
ed so far this month in Delhi,

on October 2 and 10, accord-
ing to official data.

The Delhi Government
has taken steps to increase the
number of hospital beds to
accommodate up to 37,000
patients a day and to become
self-reliant in terms of oxygen
supply.

Manesar (Gurugram):
National Security Guard (NSG)
DG MA Ganapathi on
Saturday said that drone war-
fare is a new challenge and the
NSG is fully capable to handle
it. He was speaking on the side-
lines of the 37th foundation day
event of the NSG, here on
Saturday.

"Every security force needs
to upgrade counter drone tech-
nology. Drones are an easy way
to create mischief, to drop
bombs and payload like
weapons and ammunition," he
said. Earlier, speaking at the
37th foundation day of the
NSG, the DG said that the NSG
has been upgrading itself to the
new security challenges and in
the last few years, many initia-
tives have been taken to
strengthen the counter terror
measures.

"To effectively deal with
drone attacks, the Force is now
equipped with counter drone
equipment, radar, jammers and
drone killing guns", Ganapathi

said.
Referring to the upgrada-

tion of the force in the last one
year, he further said that in
light of the drone attacks on
Jammu airport recently, the
Counter terrorism Commando
forces of NSG, equipped with
anti-drone technology, been
deployed at the Jammu and
Srinagar airports to provide
anti-drone cover to these vital
installations.

The force has also
destroyed the IEDs and tiffin
box bombs sent across the
border through drones in
Amritsar in Punjab, he added.

The NSG DG further said
that the Force has been
equipped with modern
weapons and equipment and
also strengthened the infra-
structural setups across the
country and indoor shooting
ranges have been established in
Manesar, Delhi, Hyderabad,
Mumbai and Kolkata.

With an aim to increase the
efficiency of the bomb dispos-

al squads, mini-remotely oper-
ated vehicles, total contain-
ment vehicles, and robots have
been added to the force, he
added.

He also said that to deal
with multiple attacks at multi-
ple locations at the same time,
the Gandiv 3 mock exercise
was conducted last month and
in coordination with all agen-
cies, and forces were dispatched
to Bhopal, Ahmedabad from
Delhi for this exercise.

Ganapathi also said that
NSG's Close Protection Force
has provided security to the
VVIPs in over 4,600 events in
the last one year despite Covid-
19 restrictions and also pro-
vided security to the VVIPs in
over 260 public gatherings and
road shows during the last
assembly elections.

He also said all NSG per-
sonnel have been fully vacci-
nated for Covid-19 and a 60
bedded hospital has been set up
at NSG campus here with its
own resources. IANS
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Air quality in Delhi started
deteriorating as the overall

Air Quality Index (AQI)
recorded 304 microgram/cubic
on Thursday.

Mentioning the highest
stubble fire count, SAFAR, a
unit of Ministry of Earth
Sciences (MoES) said, “14 per-
cent of fire incident recorded in
neighbouring States of Delhi –
National Capital Region
(NCR).”  

“With 1572 effective fire
counts as per SAFAR har-
monised methodology which
includes data of two ISRO
satellites, the stubble burning
contribution in Delhi’s air has
suddenly increased to 14%.

Fire counts are gradually
increasing and wind direction
is favorable and coming from
North-west direction at trans-
port level (900 mb) for intru-
sion,” It added.

The pollution monitoring
agency, SAFAR, in air quality
forecast said that under the
influence of approaching west-
ern disturbance, wind reversal
to easterly will happen by
Sunday (October 17).” “Rain is
likely and Air quality Index
(AQI) is forecast to improve but
will remain in poor category
however it is likely to be mod-
erate for next three days.”

Sharing satellite images of
stibble fire in neighbouring
states on micro - blogging
website, Delhi Chief Minister

Arvind Kejriwal tweeted: “stub-
ble fire on Oct 13 and Oct 16.”

Meanwhile according to
SAFAR, values of harmful

Suspended Particulate Matters
(SPMs) also recorded higher
than their prescribed stan-
dards of WHO and Indian

Meteorological Department
(IMD).

SAFAR warned as concen-
tration of Particulate Matter
(PM) 2.5 was recorded 125
micrograms per cubic and PM
10 was 253 on the National

Ambient Air Quality Index
(NAAQI).

As Stubble fire count has
been considered major reason
for polluting air in the National
Capital, Delhi Government,
earlier, had appealed to the

Chief Ministers and govern-
ments of neignbouring states
and Centre to provide free
Pusa -made decomposer. City
government has also prepared
a green war room to deal with
air pollution problem. Besides,

government will start ‘Red
Light on, Gadi (Vehicle) off
‘campaign to reduce vehicular
pollution; moreover, anti-dust
campaign also in Delhi.

Remark : STUBBLE
IMPACT is high.

New Delhi: Despite ban on idol
immersion in Yamuna river
and other natural water bodies
in the national Capital, sever-
al people flouted the rules
issued by the Delhi Pollution
Control Committee (DPCC), a
day before the 'visarjan'
(immersion) ritual.

Yamuna Ghat at the ITO
was found littered with idols
and other religious materials on
Saturday morning.

DPCC in its October 13
order had ruled that idol
immersion during Durga Puja
and other forthcoming festivals
in any public place, including
river Yamuna or any other
water body, ponds and ghats,
should not be allowed.

"Consequent pollution of
such water bodies has been a
matter of concern. In addition

to silting, toxic chemicals used
in making idols tend to leach
out and pose serious problems
of water pollution. Studies car-
ried out to assess deterioration
in water quality due to idol
immersion reveal the deterio-
ration of water quality in
respect to conductivity, bio-
chemical oxygen demand and
heavy metal concentration,"
the order read.

The DPCC had ruled that
idol immersion rituals may be
performed in a bucket and con-
tainer within the home premis-
es. Convener of Yamuna Jiye
Abhiyan, Manoj Mishra, told
IANS, "The prohibition of idol
immersion in any public place
including Yamuna imposed by
DPCC is a welcome step espe-
cially in view of idols made of
Plaster of Paris (PoP) or paint-

ed with lead-based paints. But
it is hardly a measure to reju-
venate the river which is
already overloaded with sewage
and toxic pollutants from
industries."

The DPCC had directed
the District Magistrates to
enforce guidelines related to
idol immersion, adding that
each violator will be liable to
pay Rs 50,000 to the DPCC
body.

River Yamuna whose
catchment covers parts of Uttar
Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Himachal Pradesh, Haryana,
Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh
in addition to that of Delhi, is
most polluted in and around
the national capital. Its top pol-
lution sources are the Sewage
Treatment Plants (STPs),
untreated water from unau-
thorised colonies as well as
sewer from authorised
colonies.

However, a clean and pol-
lution-free Yamuna has been
the poll promise of Delhi gov-
ernment for more than 25
years now.

The first Yamuna Action
Plan (YAP) for which a loan
agreement was signed in 1992,
aimed at improved water qual-
ity conservation and hygienic
environment in the river basin.

IANS

New Delhi: The Delhi Police
arrested a man for raping a
minor girl in Kotla
Mubarakpur area of South
Delhi. A woman had lodged a
complaint at the KM Pur police
station that around 2 months
ago when she came back to
Delhi from her native village in
Uttar Pradesh, her 15-year-
old daughter told her that
while she was alone at home
one afternoon, she was raped
by her cousin.

The accused had also
threatened her not to disclose
about the incident, the police
said on Saturday.

As per the statement of the
victim, an FIR was registered
on Thursday under sections
376, 506 of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) and section 4 of the
POCSO (Protection of
Children from Sexual
Offences) Act and the accused
has been arrested, the police
said. Further investigation is
underway. IANS

New Delhi: Former Prime
Minister Manamohan Singh
has been diagnosed with
dengue, but his health condi-
tion is gradually improving
and is out of danger, an AIIMS
official said on Saturday.

The official said that the
former Prime Minister's

"platelets are
increasing and is
out of danger
now".

The veteran
Congress leader
was admitted to
the AIIMS on

Wednesday evening after he
complained of fever and weak-
ness.

Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya also vis-
ited him and enquired about
his health.

A team of doctors, under
the guidance of Nitish Nayak,
a well -known cardiologist, are
attending on the former Prime
Minister.

He had developed fever
three days ago and was feeling
weak after which he was rushed
to AIIMS.

Singh had tested positive
for Covid-19 in April this year
during the second wave of the
pandemic and had been admit-
ted to the AIIMS. IANS

New Delhi: The National
Capital Region (NCR) woke up
to a clear sky on Saturday with
the Indian Meteorological
Department (IMD) forecasting
light rain or thundershowers
towards the evening or night
for the next three days.

The department also pre-
dicted that the rain for the next
three days will bring down the
temperature in the capital and
pave way for winter chills.

The precipitation will also
improve Delhi's air quality.

The Department has also
issued a yellow alert for Sunday
and Monday with the possibil-
ity of light rain at some places
on Saturday. It has pegged the
maximum temperature for the
day at 34 degrees Celsius and
minimum at 20 degrees Celsius
for the day. The relative humid-
ity has been recorded at 82 per

cent.
According to the System of

Air Quality and Weather
Forecasting And Research
(SAFAR),the Air Quality Index
(AQI) is 'poor' in the national
capital. It has forecasted a
moderate advisory for the level
of PM 10 pollutants at 238 and,

poor for PM 2.5 at 112.
According to the National

Air Quality Index of Central
Pollution Control Board data of
10 a.m., the AQI at Anand
Vihar stands at 306, meaning
'very poor', that of ITO is at 226
- 'poor'. 198 i.e. moderate at RK
Puram. IANS
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The State Government is
soon going to formulate a

policy for such colonies devel-
oped by private developers in
Gurugram where permanent
and temporary electricity con-
nections are not being provid-
ed due to a lack of infrastruc-
ture.  This policy will give relief
to the people living in private
developer colonies.

This announcement was
made by Haryana Chief
Minister, Manohar Lal Khattar
while presiding over the
monthly meeting of District
Public Relations and Grievance
Redressal Committee in
Gurugram on Saturday. 

A total of 17 problems or
complaints were placed in the
meeting, out of which the CM
resolved most of them on the
spot.  Apart from these, during
the meeting, the District Sports
Officer was called after a prob-
lem related to sports in village
Khandevala, but he was found
absent in the meeting without
any information, taking it seri-
ously, the Chief Minister
immediately ordered his sus-
pension.

16 private developer
colonies in Gurugram includ-
ing Sushant Lok-1,2 & 3, Palam

Vihar, South City-1 & 2, Malibu
Town, Aardee City, Mayfield
Garden, Uppal Southend,
Suncity, Vipul World, Saraswati
Kunj due to the lack of infra-
structure, the matter of stop-
ping the provision of perma-
nent and temporary electrici-
ty connections to the con-
sumers was taken up with the
Chief Minister. 

On this, the CM said that
a new policy is being made for
such consumers by grouping
three types so that relief can be
provided to the people living in
those colonies. He told that the
consumers who have deposit-
ed all the EDC money with the
developer, that money will be
removed from the developer to

the lack of infrastructure and
connections will be issued to
the consumers. 

Similarly, the consumers
whose EDC money is pending
will be given the connections
after completing the infra-
structure by filling that amount.

While disposing of the
complaint regarding the lack of
infrastructure like electricity,
water, roads etc. in DLF Phase-
3, Khattar asked the represen-
tative of DLF to hand over the
colony to the Municipal
Corporation Gurugram
(MCG) on December 31 by
removing the lack of infra-
structure. 

After that, the MCG will
survey the deficit infrastructure

in the next 15 days and if any
deficiency is found, then it will
be given to DLF by making an
estimate. 

According to the estimate,
DLF will have to deposit the
amount so that the corporation
will remove that shortfall. On
the same lines, action will be
taken in 14 other colonies of
Gurugram. The Chief Minister
said that in the case of those
colonies, the tripartite agree-
ment should be made in which
the MCG, the concerned devel-
oper and the District Town
Planner (DTP) would be
involved and the responsibili-
ty of getting the infrastructure
completed as per the rules
would rest with the DTP.

Gurugram: To curb pollution
in the city, the Graded
Response Action Plan (GRAP)
has been implemented in
Gurugram from Friday. After
this, all the departments of the
city have become active to
curb pollution in Gurugram.

Officials said after the
implementation of the GRAP,
the construction material in the
city will have to be covered,
activities responsible for pol-
lution will be stopped and if
someone is found disobeying
GRAP norms, will be fined.

However, despite this, the
people are facing problems
due to the piles of rubble lying
all across the city. 

In connection with the
matter, during the Municipal
Corporation Gurugram
(MCG), a house meeting, the
MCG councillors had also
sought answers from the cor-
poration officials regarding the
Construction and Waste
(C&D) issue, on which the offi-

cials had said the debris from
the city will be lifted in two
days, but even after the com-
motion of the corporation
councillors, the lifting of con-
struction waste from the city is
yet to be started.

Municipal Commissioner
Mukesh Kumar Ahuja told the
councillors that a meeting with
the company responsible for
C&D waste will be held to
resolve the matter.

However, the commis-
sioner had talked with the
company and starting work on
it soon. But till now no solution
has been found for this prob-
lem.

Notably, a private agency
has been hired by the MCG to
lift the debris from the city, but
even after spending crores, the
C&D waste can be seen in sev-
eral locations of the city.
Officials said more than two
thousand tonnes of debris is
coming out of the city every
day, but it is neither being dis-

posed of nor the piles of debris
lying in public places are being
transported to the identified
places of the corporation.

"So far, the lifting of the
piles of rubble lying all over the
city has not started. The officers
are working with their dicta-
torship, no attention is being
paid to the demands of the
councillors. If there is a provi-
sion to impose a fine as per the
GRAP, then why is the corpo-
ration not being challenged on
C&D waste," Ashwani Sharma,
Ward-19 Councilor said.

"Wherever there is debris
lying in public places, those
places will be marked and
sprinkled with water tankers
will be done. The company's
capacity to lift debris is 300
tonnes per day, but the city is
getting more debris daily. In
such a situation, water will be
sprinkled there by following the
rules of GRAP," Hari Om Attri,
Joint Commissioner,
Headquarters, MCG said. SR

��
��������D����
���
��
����
������
�����E��#�������'BB
���������	
�����������


Today  (Oct 16 )

125

253

(Oct 17, Sun)

138

278

(Oct 18, Mon)

100

202

Status

Moderate

Poor

SPMs

(Values in micro-
gram/cubic)
Source : SAFAR/ 

CPCB/ DPCC

PM 2.5

PM 10
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The political temperature
increased in Maharashtra

on Saturday, as NCP chief
Sharad Pawar dismissed BJP
leader and former chief minis-
ter Devendra Fadnavis’ charge
that Shiv Sena president
Uddhav Thackeray was "ambi-
tious" to become the chief min-
ister and  and became one  as
“baseless” and said that it was
he who “forced” Uddhav to
occupy the post.

Hitting out at Fadnavis for
his claim that Uddhav had ful-
filled his “ambition” of becom-
ing the Chief Minister of
Maharashtra, Pawar said:
“There is no truth in Fadnavis’
charge. At a time when he was
not interested in becoming the
chief minister, it was I who pro-
posed his name and got it
approved by the MLAs present
at the meeting of the legislators
of Shiv Sena, NCP and
Congress”.

“He (Fadnavis) should
know that I played a role in the
formation of Maha Vikas
Aghadi government (compris-
ing Shiv Sena, NCP and
Congress). There were three

names for the post of chief min-
ister. But, the name of Uddhav
Thackeray did not figure in the
list. Uddhav was not ready to
become the chief minister...I
had close relations with his
father late Sena chief Bal
Thackeray. Late Thackeray has
contributed a great deal to
Maharashtra. Keeping this in
mind, it was I who forced
Uddhav to become the chief
minister,” the NCP chief said,
while talking to media persons
at Pimpri in Pune district.
Pawar was defending Uddhav
against the criticism of Fadnavis
who had earlier in the day
charged that the MVA govern-
ment was formed “dishonestly”
by the Shiv Sena in alliance with
the NCP and Congress and that
Uddhav severed the Sena’s links
with the BJP as he was “ambi-
tious” to become the chief min-
ister, an ambition the latter
fulfilled when the MVA
Government came to power in
November 2019.   

Fadnavis – in his
interactIon with the media in
Nagpur – had taken on Uddhav
in response to a sensational
statement made by the latter at
his Dussehra rally on Friday

that had the BJP fulfilled its pre-
Assembly poll promise of giv-
ing the CM’s post to his party,
he would have perhaps stepped
aside, made Shiv Sainik the
chief minister and even retired
from politics.

“If the BJP had fulfilled its
promise of giving (the first
term) of the chief ministership,
I would have perhaps stepped
aside, made a Shiv Sainik the
chief minister and even retired
from politics. I am being criti-
cised in politics. This is not my
field. I came here to fulfil the
responsibility as a son (of late
Balasaheb Thackeray). I will not
keep quiet till I fulfil my respon-
sibility. It is with this intent that
I am here,” Uddhav had said.

Slamming the BJP for call-
ing the Shiv Sena corrupt after
the two parties' alliance ended
in 2019, Uddhav dared it to top-
ple his Sena-NCP-Congress
coalition government which
will complete two years next
month.

“I do not go after anyone.
But, if someone targets me, I
would not spare them. What is
your stature to attack me? If you
have some strength in you to
take on me directly, please do

it. But, do not use CBI, ED and
IT to hand over threats to me.
If you take on directly, I will
retaliate as the Shiv Sena and
not as the chief minister. Unlike
you, I am not the one to hide
behind police or enforcement
agencies. I will do whatever I
can through my Shiv Sainiks,”
Uddhav had said.

Alluding to Fadnavis’
charge that some ministers in
the MVA government pos-
sessed a software that enabled
them to “extort” money, the
NCP chief said: “Fadnavis talks
about computer chip that
enables ministers to extort
money from people.  If there is
indeed such a software, I want
him to show that would enrich
our knowledge”.

Defending Uddhav’s style
of functioning as the chief
minister, Pawar said: “When I
used to be chief minister, I
would rush to the spot when-
ever there was a big incident.
Uddhav is different. He handles
crises well by not stirring out of
the place. Maharashtra has
faced so many crises, including
floods and Covid-19, Uddhav
and his colleagues have effec-
tively handled all the crises.

Uddhav has proved that he can
handle difficult situation even
while working from home.
Hence there is absolutely no
truth in Fadnavis’ allegation.

Referring to Fadnavis’
“baseless” allegations against
Uddhav and MVA
Government, Pawar said: “ I
have not read any statement
that augurs well for a leader of
the Opposition in the Assembly.
Fadnavis is frustrated because
he is not in power.  He has said
that he feels he is a chief min-
ister even now.  Looks like he
will not quiet till he become a
chief minister. That’s why keeps
saying anything that comes to
his mind”.

“For instance, Fadnavis has
said that he will not allow
Maharashtra to go West Bengal
way. Is he suggesting that he
would not allow the contribu-
tions by great personalities like
Ravidranath Tagore and
Subhash Chandra Bose and
that he would not allow such
patriots in Maharashtra? The
man who was the chief minis-
ter of one state should not be
talking about the other state in
this manner,” the NCP chief
said.
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Thiruvananthapuram: Kerala
reported 7,995 new positive
cases and 57 Covid-19 -related
deaths on Saturday, taking the
total affected in the state to
48,37,560 and the death toll to
26,791.

State Health Minister
Veena George said 79,722 sam-
ples were tested in the last 24
hours and there are 211 wards
across 158 local self govern-
ment bodies with a weekly
infection population ratio
above ten per cent.

Among the districts,
Ernakulam reported the high-
est number of fresh infections-
-1,280, followed by
Thiruvananthapuram with 985
and Kozhikode 937.

"There are 90,885 active
Covid-19 cases of which only
9.8 per cent are admitted to
hospitals," the minister said in
a release.

Meanwhile, 11,769 per-
sons recuperated from the dis-
ease, taking the total cured to

47,28,497.
According to the release,

of those found infected today,
27 reached the state from out-
side while 7,562 contracted
the disease through their con-
tact. The source of infection of
321 persons is yet to be traced
and 45 health workers are also
among the infected.

Currently, there are
3,14,640 people under obser-
vation of which 10,404 are in
isolation wards of various hos-
pitals. PTI 

Surat: Eight students of a tuition
centre in Gujarat's Surat city test-
ed Covid-19 positive after test-
ing of samples, an official said on
Saturday.

A student, who was regu-
larly attending classes at this
tuition centre, had tested coro-
navirus positive on October 7,
following which all the 125 stu-
dents were tested. Out of them,
seven samples tested positive,
said Deputy Municipal
Commissioner (Health), Ashish
Naik. The tuition class has been
sealed as a precautionary mea-
sure, he said.         This is the sec-
ond time in October that Covid-
19 cases were reported from an
educational institution. A private
school was shut temporarily
after some students tested pos-
itive early this month.

Surat city has so far report-
ed 1,11,669 coronavirus positive
cases and 1,09,975 recoveries,
with a recovery rate of 98.48 per
cent.       A total of 1,629 Covid-
19 patients have died so far in
Surat, as per the latest bulletin
released by the municipal cor-
poration. PTI
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From Page 1
“Above all, it requires self-

control and discipline,” she said
amidst the demand from senior
leaders like AK Antony as well
as Chief Ministers of Punjab,
Rajasthan, and Chhattisgarh to
bring back  Rahul as the chief of
the grand old party.

News agency ANI, quoting
sources said that on the insis-
tence of senior leaders at the
CWC meeting, Rahul said that
he “will consider” becoming
the party president again.

The CWC decided that elec-
tions for the top post will be held
between August 21 and
September 20 next year and the
next chief could take the baton
by October 2022. It emerged
during the course of the discus-
sion that there should not be any
immediate changes in top lead-
ership due to the impending
crucial Assembly elections,
including that of Uttar Pradesh
and Punjab next year.

After a nearly five-hour-
long meeting of the CWC, AICC
general secretary (organisation)

K C Venugopal announced the
election schedule, which
includes a massive member-
ship drive for the polls starting
from November 1, 2021, and
will go on till March 31, 2022.

At a Press conference,
Venugopal also stated that the
election of PCC presidents, vice
presidents, treasurers, PCC exec-
utives, and AICC members by
the PCC general body will be
held between July 21 and August
20, 2022. The election of the
Congress president will be held
between August 21 and
September 20, 2022, he said.

Speaking at the press con-
ference Congress chief
spokesperson Randeep
Surjewala said all members of
the CWC have reassured their
full faith in Sonia and her lead-
ership.

On being asked whether
Rahul can become the party’s
president before the organisa-
tional elections, Surjewala said,
“The dates have been already
announced, any changes that
take place will happen accord-
ingly.”

“There is no need to speak

to me through the media. So let
us all have a free and honest dis-
cussion. But what should get
communicated outside the four
walls of this room is the collec-
tive decision of the CWC,” Sonia
noted in her opening remarks.

Talking about the party’s
revival, a key theme raised by the
G-23, she said, “The entire
organisation wants a revival of
the Congress. But this requires
unity and keeping the party’s
interests paramount. Above all,
it requires self-control and dis-
cipline.  “Never have we let issues
of public importance and con-
cern go unaddressed. You are
aware that I have been taking
them up with the Prime
Minister as have Dr Manmohan
Singh and Rahul ji. I have been
interacting with like-minded
political parties regularly. We
have issued joint statements on
national issues and coordinated
our strategy in Parliament as
well.”

The CWC also passed three
resolutions, including a political
calling upon all democratic par-
ties and forces to join hands to
resolutely oppose the Modi

Government in order to protect
the values on which our coun-
try was founded and to advance
the causes of the people.

Sonia also spoke about the
Lakhimpur Kheri incident, the
farmers’ agitation, inflation, for-
eign policy and the continuing
border stand-off with China, tar-
geted killing in Jammu and
Kashmir and the disinvestment
process.  One of the resolution-
ss was on agrarian distress and
the CWC mentioned, “We reit-
erate our continued resolve to
fight the battle alongside the
farmers and farm labourers to
defeat the Modi Government’s
deliberate attack on India’s
Anndatas.”  The CWC also
urged the Centre to ‘take imme-
diate steps to reduce prices’ as
part of a resolution on inflation
during the meeting. Regarding
the same, the Opposition party
also announced to undertake
mass agitation on price rise
between Nov 14 and 29. 

“All supporters and leaders
will take up padyatras to polling
booths. This will be followed by
small meetings,” said 
Venugopal.

From Page 1
“Global response efforts to the pandemic have created an

unprecedented time for hand hygiene. Yet progress remains far
too slow for the most vulnerable, underserved communities,”
Unicef WASH Director Kelly Ann Naylor was quoted as saying
in a statement. “Hand hygiene cannot be viewed as a temporary
provision to manage Covid-19. Further long-term investment
in water, sanitation and hygiene can help prevent the next health
crisis from coming. It also means fewer people falling ill with
respiratory infections, fewer children dying from diarrhoea dis-
eases, and more pregnant mothers and newborns protected from
preventable conditions like sepsis.”

From Page 1
A senior police official of Sonepat police said

while seeking Sarabjit's custody, police submit-
ted before the court that they have to make cer-
tain recoveries from the accused arrested in the
case.  The official said Sarabjit has named four
more people during interrogations while point-
ing to their involvement in the incident.

"We produced Sarabjit before the court. The
accused has been remanded in seven days' police
custody by the court," Sonepat's Deputy
Superintendent of Police, Virender Singh said.
"The accused has pointed to the involvement of
four more people in the case and taken their
names...we are conducting further investigations
in this regard. We have to make some recover-
ies from the arrested accused, including the
weapon used in the crime and the clothes he was
wearing," he said. The total number of accused
in the crime could be more than five, the DSP
said, adding further investigations were on.    

Hours after the macabre crime on Friday, a
man wearing the blue robes of the Sikhs'
Nihang order appeared before the media, claim-
ing that he had "punished" the victim for "des-
ecrating" a Sikh holy book. Other Nihangs had
claimed he had "surrendered" to police, while
police had later said Sarabjit Singh, who hails
from Gurdaspur district, has been arrested in the
case. Earlier on Friday, in a video clip that sur-
faced on social media, some Nihangs were seen
standing around the injured man with his sev-
ered left hand close to his head. The group was
heard accusing him of desecrating a Sikh holy
book. 

From Page 1
According to a Hindu

community leader, the
deceased was a victim of bigot
attacks on devotees on Friday.

Four people were killed
and scores of others injured
during clashes between Muslim
bigots and the police at
Hajiganj sub-district in central
Chandpur on Wednesday and
Thursday, prompting the gov-
ernment to call out paramili-
tary forces to maintain law and
order across the country.

On Thursday, Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina
promised to bring to justice the
culprits behind the violence,
saying anyone involved in the
attacks on Hindu temples and
Durga Puja venues in Comilla
will not be spared.

“The incidents in Comilla
are being thoroughly investi-
gated. Nobody will be spared.
It doesn’t matter which religion
they belong to. They will be
hunted down and punished,”
she said while exchanging
greetings with the Hindu com-
munity members during an
event at Dhakeshwari National
Temple in Dhaka on the occa-
sion of Durga Puja.

The violence had erupted
after an alleged blasphemy
incident at  a Durga Puja pavil-
ion in Cumilla, bordering
Chandpur and about 100  kms
from Dhaka, after which a
probe was launched.

From Page 1
“On October 14, 2021 after

a fierce firefight with terrorists,
the communication with
Subedar Ajay Singh and Naik
Harendra Singh was disrupted.
Relentless operations contin-
ued to neutralise the terrorists
and to re-establish communi-
cation with the soldiers.
Subedar Ajay Singh and Naik
Harendra Singh were killed in
action in the fierce fight and
their bodies have been recov-
ered in the evening of 16 Oct
21,” he added.

Subedar Ajay Singh is a
resident of village - Rampur,
Post- Jajal, Tehsil- Narendra
Nagar, District - Tehri,
Uttrakhand.

Naik Harendra Singh is a
native of village - Pipalsari,
Post- Rikhnikhal, Tehsil-
Lansdowne, District - Pauri,
Uttrakhand. To prevent further
loss of lives of the Indian Army
jawans, the elite para com-
mandos have directed to neu-

tralise the group of terrorists
hiding in the thickly forested
area. The elite commandos
were earlier inducted into the
operations keeping in mind the
difficult terrain and thick
foliage.

After a brief lull since last
evening, fresh contact was
established with the terrorists
on Saturday. The exchange of
fire also took place for some
time, but the terrorists contin-
ued to remain at large even on
the sixth day of the operations.

Deputy Inspector General
(Rajouri Poonch range)Vivek
Gupta told reporters in Poonch
that  the counter terrorist oper-
ation is going on in the thick-
ly forested area of Mendhar
tehsil in Poonch. He said the
joint grid of the security forces
was tracking the terrorists in
the area for over two months
now.

“So far the security forces
have established contact with
the terrorists on three occa-
sions,” said Vivek Gupta,
adding, “We have managed to

hold these terrorists in a par-
ticular area and following all
the SoP’s in order to neutralise
these terrorists as soon as pos-
sible.”  He said  the traffic in the
area has been diverted to
ensure safety of the commuters.

Meanwhile, after the tar-
geted killings of civilians in dif-
ferent parts of Kashmir valley
the security forces have adopt-
ed an aggressive posturing.
Since October 8, 13 terrorists
have been neutralised in nine
encounters.

Hitting back,  terrorists
shot dead two non-locals
labourers, hailing from Hindi
heartland states of Bihar and
Uttar Pradesh were shot dead
in Srinagar and Pulwama dis-
tricts late Saturday evening .

According to a spokesman
of the Jammu and Kashmir
police, terrorists fired upon
two nonlocal labourers in
Srinagar & Pulwama late
Saturday evening.

The non-locals have been
identified as Arvind Kumar
Shah of Banka Bihar and Sagir

Ahmad of Saharanpur in UP.
Arvind Kumar was target-

ed in the Eidgah area of
Srinagar and was rushed to the
SMHS hospital where doctors
declared him brought dead
while Sagir was targeted in
Pulwama area.

In a tweet Kashmir Zone
Police said, “LeT terrorist Umar
Mustaq Khandey who mar-
tyred our two colleagues SgCT
Mohd Yousf and Ct Suhail
Ah-in Baghat, Srinagar while
they were having tea, was neu-
tralised in Drangbal, Pampore.
Amongst various other crimes
of the terrorists, this stands out
as most unforgivable.”

On the other hand,
Inspector General of Police
Kashmir range Vijay Kumar on
Saturday ruled out any securi-
ty lapse behind the recent civil-
ian killings in the valley and
said it is not possible to provide
security to all those who may
be soft targets for terrorists.

Speaking to reporters on
the sidelines of a function here,
Inspector General of Police

(IGP), Kashmir, Vijay Kumar,
said none of the civilians killed
last week had been provided
security by the police.

Seven civilians, including
four from minority communi-
ties, were killed by terrorists in
Kashmir last week, triggering
fear among the people in the
Valley and criticism of the
security apparatus by political
parties. “There was no lapse in
securityâ�¦ They (terrorists)
chose soft targets, we had not
provided security to them
(civilians). It is not possible to
provide security to all soft tar-
gets,” Kumar said.

He said security forces
acted swiftly and identified all
five terrorists involved in the
killings.

“Two of them have been
neutralised and the other three
will also be tracked down
soon,” he added.

Dismissing criticism of the
security apparatus by politi-
cians, Kumar said the police are
dealing with the situation pro-
fessionally.

From Page 1
“The situation is serious”,

Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
said. He, however, said the lat-
est weather forecast indicates
that the situation is not going
to get worse. Officials said
personnel of the Army,
Airforce and the Navy were on
the way to Koottickal and
Peruvanthanam--the two hilly
villages falling under Kottayam
and Idukki districts respec-
tively--where an overflowing
river swept through houses,

displacing and isolating many.
State Cooperation Minister

VN Vasavan, who reached the
neighbourhood of these land-
slide-hit villages, said bodies of
two women and a child who
died, were recovered while
search was on to recover the
body of a man who also lost his
life in the incident.

He said at least 12 people
are missing from these villages. 

In a separate rain related
incident, a man and a woman-
-both 30-years-old-- died as
their car was swept away in the
flood waters 

in Kanjar in Idukki dis-
trict, police said. Their bodies
have been recovered, they said.

According to a defence
spokesperson, Mi-17 and
Sarang Helicopters are already
in standby mode to meet the
requirements but they could
not start operations as the
weather at Kottayam is still bad.
Air Force assets are still at Sulur
in a standby mode, she said. 

“All the bases under
Southern Air Command have
been put on high alert in view
of the prevalent weather situ-
ation at Kerala,” the spokesper-
son said in a statement.

“The Indian Army has
already deployed army per-
sonnel to the flood affected
areas. One column consisting
of One Officer, 
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*Three in 10 people ie 2.3 billion people in the world, do not
have handwashing facilities with water and soap available at home

*Two in five schools worldwide do not have basic hygiene
services with water and soap, affecting 818 million students, of
which 462 million attend schools with no facilities at all.

*In the least developed countries, seven out of 10 schools have
no place for children to wash their hands.

*One-third of health care facilities worldwide do not have
hand hygiene facilities at points of care where the patient, health
care worker, and treatment involve contact with the patient. 
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The Navy top echelon will
next week review the readi-

ness of its fleet in the backdrop
of China flexing its maritime
muscle in the Indian Ocean
and Indo-Pacific. The five-day
Commanders’ conference will
commence here from Monday.

Giving details here on
Saturday, Navy officials said the
conference, held twice a year,
serves as a platform for Naval
Commanders to discuss
important maritime matters
at the military-strategic level as
well as interact with senior
Government officials through
an institutionalised forum.

Due to the rapidly chang-
ing geostrategic situation of the
region, the significance and
importance of the Conference
is manifold. It is an institu-
tionalised platform to deliber-
ate, direct, devise and decide
issues of utmost importance,
which will shape future course
of the Indian Navy.

During the Conference,
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh will address and interact
with the Naval Commanders
on matters pertaining to
national security.

Among many issues being
discussed, the Chief of the
Naval Staff, along with other
Naval Commanders, will
review major operational,
materiel, logistics, human
resource development, training
and administrative activities
undertaken by the Indian Navy
in the last few months and
deliberate upon future plans for
important activities and initia-
tives.

The Navy has focused on
being Combat Ready, Credible
and Cohesive force and despite
the Covid-19 pandemic, con-
tinues to assiduously execute its
mandate. The Indian Navy has
witnessed a significant growth
in its operational tasking over
the years in consonance with
India’s rising maritime interests.

Indian Naval ships on

Mission Based Deployments
across the Indian Ocean
Region (IOR) have remained
poised for quick response to
any developing situation.
Indian warships deployed in
the Gulf of Aden and the
Persian Gulf continue to pro-
vide security for trade flowing
through these areas.

In 2020-21, warships have
undertaken multiple Covid
related outreach missions to
provide food and medical aid
to IOR littoral nations and
beyond as part of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
vision of SAGAR (Security
and Growth for All in the
Region).

The Chief of Defence Staff,
and the Chiefs of Indian Army
and Indian Air Force will also
interact with the Naval
Commanders to address con-
vergence of the three Services
vis-à-vis the operational envi-
ronment, and on avenues for
augmenting Tri-Service syner-
gy.
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Indian Air Force (IAF) chief
VR Chaudhari is visiting

forward areas along the Line
of Actual Control (LC) in
Ladakh to review operational
readiness of the armed forces.
This is his first visit after
assuming the top job earlier
this month.

The visit comes at a time
when India and China are in
a stand-off situation at some
locations in Eastern Ladakh
since May last year. 

The two Corps
Commanders have held 13
rounds of talks to ease tension
at the LAC and find ways for
early disengagement from the
flash points.

Chaudhari arrived in Leh
on Saturday and will visit for-
ward areas.

He will also hold talks
with the operational com-
manders of the IAF and the
Army to take a sense of the sit-
uation there.

Even though Chaudhari
took over as the IAF chief
recently, he was handling the
LAC flare up and resultant
build up to protect the LAC
as the Western Air Command
chief and then as the Vice-
Chief.

During the ongoing visit,
Chaudhari will visit the for-
ward air bases in the Ladakh
region besides some 
positions where the troops are
deployed to thwart any trans-
gressions by the Chinese
troops, sources said here on
Saturday.

The IAF has also upgrad-
ed its facilities in the north-
ern sector where troops have
been stationed with the sur-
face-to-air missiles to counter
even slow moving helicopters.

The Air Force has also
deployed the Rafale fighter
aircraft along with the MiG-
29 fighters to guard the LAC.
In fact, the IAF has deployed
all its front line fighter jets
including the SU-30s and
Jaguars at the airbases near
the 4,000 KM LAC stretching
from Ladakh in the north to
Arunachal Pradesh in the
east since June last year.

At present, more than
50,000 troops each from India
and China are deployed along
the LAC in Eastern Ladakh
since May last year. 

The two sides did not
retreat in the winter months
and are likely to stay put at all
the flash points during the
coming winter months.

Army Chief General M M
Naravane had visited the LAC
for two days on October one
to take stock of the opera-
tional preparedness of his
troops. 

He reportedly also
reviewed the preparations for
deploying troops in the win-
ter months.
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In a move to further strength-
en ties between the two

countries, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar will visit
Israel and hold talks with his
counterpart there on the entire
gamut of relationship. The
three-day visit begins on
October 19.

The two countries have
robust strategic and defence ties
and Jaishankar and his Israeli
counterpart Yair Lapid will
focus to strengthen the strate-
gic partnership. This will be
Jaishankar’s first visit to the
country as External Affairs
Minister.

The Ministry of External
Affairs said here in a statement
on Saturday Jaishankar will
pay an official visit to Israel at
the invitation of Alternate
Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Lapid.

He will hold a bilateral
meeting with Lapid and will
also call on President Isaac
Herzog, Prime Minister Naftali
Bennett, and Knesset Speaker
Mickey Levy during his visit.

India and Israel elevated
bilateral relations to a strategic
partnership during the his-
toric visit of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to Israel in July
2017.

Since then, the relationship
between the two countries has
focused on expanding knowl-

edge-based partnership, which
includes collaboration in inno-
vation and research, including
boosting the ‘Make in India’
initiative, the ministry said.

During his visit, Jaishankar
will interact with the Indian-
origin Jewish community in
Israel, Indologists, Indian stu-
dents who are currently pur-
suing their education in Israeli
universities, and business peo-
ple, including from the hi-
tech industries, the statement
said.

The visit will also be an
occasion to pay tribute to the
valiant Indian soldiers who laid
their lives in the region, espe-
cially during the First World

War, it said. The visit is seen
towards cementing diplomat-
ic and political ties between the
two countries in the post-
Benjamin Netanyahu era.

Israel has emerged as a
major defence partner of India
since diplomatic ties were
established in the early 1990s.
Over the years, Israel has sup-
plied technology for the Indian
missile programme, sophisti-
cated rifles, Phalcon airborne
early warning radar sys-
tem(AWACS), drones, sensors
and other related equipment.
The two countries also share
close relationship in fighting
terrorism through 
intelligence sharing and
counter-terrorism operations.
Jaishankar will first visit Dubai
on Sunday and will then leave
for Israel.

In the United Arab
Emirates(UAE), the external
affairs minister is likely to
hold talks with the leadership
there on issues like the situa-
tion in Afghanistan.
Incidentally, the UAE estab-
lished diplomatic relations with
Israel under the Abraham
Accord signed on August 13,
2020.
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Units of the National
Security Guard (NSG)

have been deployed at the
Srinagar and Jammu airbases to
provide anti-drone cover, para-
military chief MA Ganapathy
said on Saturday.

The move comes after
Jammu air station was hit by
drone attacks earlier this year.
The NSG on Saturday cele-
brated its 37th raising at its
campus in Manesar.

Pakistan’s Inter-Services
Intelligence (ISI) conspired to
execute the first-ever drone
attack on June 27 at the Indian
Air Force (IAF) station in
Jammu where two unmanned
aerial vehicles (UAVs), which
came from across the border,
dropped bombs, injuring two
airmen and damaging a portion
of a building.

The two IAF facilities in the
Union territory of Jammu and
Kashmir are located close to the
Pakistan border/Line of Control
(LoC) respectively and are cat-

egorised as ‘sensitive’ locations. 
On the NSG Raising Day

on Saturday, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah greeted the
elite counter-terrorism force,
terming it is a “world-class
trained force to tackle all facets
of terrorism” and the country is
proud of its troops.

The elite striking force, the
NSG was established in 1984
after the Union Cabinet decid-
ed to create a ‘Federal
Contingency Force’ that was
‘well trained to tackle various
manifestations of terrorism.

Every year, the Raising Day
of the NSG is celebrated on
October 16. This year marks the
37th anniversary of the estab-
lishment of the NSG, popular-
ly known as Black Cats.

“Greetings to our brave
NSG personnel on their 37th
Raising Day. NSG is a world-
class trained force to tackle all
facets of terrorism. This formi-
dable force has left no stone
unturned to live up to its motto
‘Sarvatra Sarvottam Suraksha’.
India is proud of NSG black
cats,” the Home Minister tweet-

ed.
NSG is mandated to be

deployed in exceptional cir-
cumstances only. The task-ori-
ented force comprises two com-
plementary elements in the
form of the Special Action
Group (SAG). 

The 37th Raising Day was
addressed by junior Home
Minister Nityanand Rai who
presented medals to the NSG
personnel who were awarded
the President’s Medal for
Meritorious Service.

NSG DG Ganapthy also
addressed the event and dwelt
on the evolution of the force
and continuous modernisation
of the force to deal with the
dynamic nature of threats.
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Four CRPF jawans were
injured when an ammuni-

tion fuse box exploded when it
was being loaded on a train at
the Raipur station on Saturday.

The 211 Company of the
Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) was in the train when
ammunition was being loaded
on Saturday morning, the para-
military said in a statement.

“Boxes of arms and
ammunition were being
loaded on the train by Head
Constable Vikas Lakshman
and other jawans. The ammu-
nition fuse box exploded in
Lakshman’s hand near the toi-
let of the train’s compart-
ment,” it said.

Due to the fuse box explo-
sion, Lakshman got injured
and he was immediately
admitted to the Sreenarayana
hospital in Raipur. Three other
jawans also suffered some
injuries and they were given
first aid treatment at the sta-
tion, the statement said.

The CRPF said that “a

case has been filed with the
GRP railway station and it has
directed to investigate the
matter”.

The special train was
scheduled to carry the CRPF
personnel to Jammu from
Raipur, Raipur police said in
Chattisgarh capital.

“A minor explosion was
recorded in a special train of
the CRPF at the Raipur railway
station around 6.30 am today.
The train was heading to
Jammu from Jharsuguda
(Odisha),”  Raipur
Superintendent of Police (SP)
Prashant Agrawal said.

“The explosion occurred
during the shifting of a con-
tainer carrying detonators and
HD cartridges. While shifting
the container in train, it acci-
dentally slipped in coach num-
ber-9, which led to the blast,”
the SP added.
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The Left parties CPI(M) and
CPI on Saturday urged the

Central Government to with-
draw the extended jurisdiction
to Border Security Force (BSF)
in States having international
borders of Punjab, West Bengal
and Assam.

CPI general Secretary D
Raja said the Central
Government must reconsider
this decision and it is an
encroachment on State’s pow-
ers on policing. 

“The decision of the
Central government to extend
the jurisdiction of the Border
Security force (BSF) upto 50
kilometers inside the interna-
tional borders in Punjab, West
Bengal and Assam from the
earlier 15 kilometers jurisdic-
tion is an encroachment on the
rights of the states and the fed-
eral principle. The Central
government has taken this
decision to extend the juris-
diction of the Central police
force without consulting the
states.  Policing and law and
order is a state subject and this
decision violates federalism, a
basic feature of our
Constitution,” said CPI(M)
polit bureau in a statement. 

“The National Secretariat
of the Communist Party of
India condemns the decision of
the central government to
extend the jurisdiction of the
Border Security Force (BSF) up
to 50 kilometres from the inter-
national borders in Punjab,
West Bengal and Assam from
the existing 15 kilometres. The
unilateral decision of the cen-
tral government is a blatant vio-
lation of the federal principle of
governance. The Party wants
the government to reconsider
the decision and consult the
concerned state governments
before taking such a decision,”
said CPI in a statement.
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The Centre on Saturday
released a Covid anthem,

penned by singer Kailash Kher,
in the run up to India crossing
the landmark of 100-crore
Covid-19 vaccine doses next
week. While the anthem is
aimed at dispelling the myths
and shedding vaccine hesitan-
cy, the Centre cautioned that it
was too early to declare victo-
ry over the virus that has swept
the world as well as India.

Till Saturday evening, as
many as “97.23 crore have been
administered the first dose of
Covid vaccine in the country”,

said Health Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya at an event here held
to release the anthem.

So far, more than 101 crore
Covid-19 vaccine doses have
been provided to states and
union territories so far while
over 11.12 crore balance and
unutilised vaccine doses are
still available with the states and
UTs.

The vaccines administered
suggest about 70 per cent of the
population getting at least one
dose and about 30 per cent of
the population has got two
doses, said the Minister.

“We administered 2.5 crore
doses one single day on
September 17 and next week we

will reach the 100 crore mark,”
he said. “This has happened
because of the effort put in by
all.”

The minister said while it
takes 5-10 years to test and
develop vaccines, India has
researched and developed an in-
house vaccine, and to add to the
complex manufacturing, the
humongous logistics involving
setting up cold chains, airport
transfers, delivery to states, local
storage and last-mile connec-
tivity were set up in no time.

Kher, who has composed
and sung the anthem, said it is
essential to dispel myths and
rumours surrounding vaccines
and promote its usage so as to

ensure all get the vaccine.
“We will be better equipped

to deal with (a new challenge)
both in terms of infrastructure
and medical science” but “we
should not declare victory yet,”
Oil Minister Hardeep Singh
Puri said adding that vaccination
has now become a people’s
movement despite the negative
narrative and falsehood spread
by some in the country.

India has recorded 15,981
Covid-19 cases in a day, taking
the infection tally to 3,40,53,573
while 166 more fatalities pushed
the death toll to 4,51,980,
according to the Union Health
Ministry’s data on Saturday.

The number of active Covid

cases has declined to 2,01,632,
the lowest in 218 days. The
national recovery rate was at
98.07 per cent, the data updat-
ed at 8 am showed.

India’s COVID-19 tally had
crossed the 20-lakh mark on
August 7, 2020, 30 lakh on
August 23, 40 lakh on
September 5 and 50 lakh on
September 16. It went past 60
lakh on September 28, 70 lakh
on October 11, crossed 80 lakh
on October 29, 90 lakh on
November 20 and surpassed the
one-crore mark on December
19. 

India crossed the grim mile-
stone of two crore on May 4 and
three crore on June 23.
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Lashing out at the Congress
for “not offering any com-

ment” on the ghastly killing of
a dalit at the Singhu-border, the
BJP on Saturday asked the
opposition whether it was sup-
porting the ‘Talibani thinking”
and the anti-social elements
which are “misusing” farmers
protests to further their own
vested interests. 

Addressing a press confer-
ence here, BJP’s National
Spokesman Gaurav Bhatia also
took to task Bhartiya Kisan
Union president Rakesh Tikait
who is leading the farm stir, for
saying that “organisers have no
accountability towards the inci-
dent”.

“Have professional protes-
tors no responsibility towards
their own citizens ?”, he asked.

Bhatia accused the oppo-

sition, particularly the
Congress, of keeping a silence
for their “ petty and cheap vote-
bank politics”.

“For petty and cheap vote-
bank politics, the  opposition,
particularly the Congress, is
maintaining a deafening
silence..no courage to call a
spade a spade as it does not suit
their policies of convenience”,
he said.

On the killing of a dalit on

the Singhu-border, Bhatia won-
dered whether the Congress is
subscribing to the Talibani tra-
ditions.

BJP leader said  the anti-
social elements have joined
the protest and are firing guns
from the shoulders of the agi-

tating farmers.
The BJP spokesperson

referred to the statement from
the Congress Working
Committee and said Congress
President’ Sonia’s “silence is
dangerous” as the opposition
party, he said is otherwise very

quick and regular on raising
convenient issues on the farm-
ers.

BJP said that “anarchists
behind these protests need to
be exposed as they are doing a
great disservice to the nation”.

“The professional protest-
ers who are masking them-
selves as farmers are doing
great disservice to the nation.
Those who take the life of an
innocent man, rape women
and insult the tricolour and jus-
tify the killings of citizens as
reaction to the action cannot be
termed as farmers, “ Bhatia
said.

The BJP leader also took
pot-shots at Sonia’s announce-

ment that she is a full-time and
hands-on President, saying the
Congress has once again
moved on with its “ all lies and
create  confusion politics” by
brushing aside party’s long
internal strife andthe subse-
quent issues raised by G-23
group within it.

“It is not CWC but PBWC-
‘Parivar Bachao working com-
mittee”, he quipped 

BJP’s IT Cell in-charge
Amit Malviya also blamed
Tikait for the Singhu-border
incident. He took to Twitter to
say that the gory murder would
not have occurred if Rakesh
Tikait had “not justified the
mob lynching in Lakhimpur”.
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Ahmedabad: The BJP
Government in Gujarat has
decided to offer financial assis-
tance of �5,000 per person
from the State's tribal commu-
nity for pilgrimage to Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi in Ayodhya,
Tourism and Pilgrimage
Development Minister Purnesh
Modi said. 

Addressing a gathering in
the Shabari Dham -- a pilgrim
site in Gujarat's Dangs district
associated with Lord Sri Ram -
- on the occasion of Dussehra
on Friday, Modi also said that
henceforth the State-level
'Dussehra Mahotsav' will be
organised every year at differ-
ent places of pilgrimage associ-
ated with Lord Ram in Gujarat.
He said the tribal pilgrims will
be given financial assistance of
�5,000 per person for pilgrim-
age to Shri Ram Janmabhoomi.

The State-level Dussehra

Mahotsav programme at
Shabari Dham featured various
tribal dance forms of Gujarat.

Modi also said the Gujarat
Government is working to
develop a tourism circuit
between Saputara in the Dangs
district and the 'Statue of Unity'
at Kevadia in the Narmada dis-
trict, connecting tribal areas of
the eastern part of Gujarat. 

Modi, who also holds the
portfolio of the Roads and
Buildings Department in the
Bhupendra Patel Government,
said the celebration of the
Dussehra festival, especially in
tribal areas, would highlight the
cultural and historical heritage
of such areas.

Notably, the assembly elec-
tions are due in Gujarat in
December next year.
Ram Janmabhoomi is believed
to be the birthplace of Lord Ram
in Ayodhya.

Shri Ram Janmabhoomi
Teerth Kshetra trust, which
was set up after the Supreme
Court verdict in November
2019, is entrusted with the task
of constructing a temple of
Lord Ram in Ayodhya.

Speaking on the occasion
on Friday, Valsad MP KC Patel
said Narendra Modi govern-
ment has ensured the con-
struction of a Ram temple in
Ayodhya and the Union and
Uttar Pradesh Governments
are working together for the
development of that area.
In a surprise move, which is
seen as an effort by the ruling
BJP to blunt anti-incumbency
ahead of the Assembly elections,
the entire cabinet in Gujarat was
replaced with new faces in
September with the resignation
of the chief minister Vijay
Rupani, who was  replaced with
Bhupendra Patel. PTI 
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In a people-friendly initiative,
India Post, Mumbai Region,

on Saturday launched a trail-
blazing mobile application
“Know Your Postman”, under
which citizens can easily get the
details of their beat postman.

The mobile application
enables the citizens to search
their postman by locality, area,
post office name and pin code.
There is a database of 86,000
localities of Mumbai city and
suburbs.

Launching the “Know Your
Postman” (KYP) mobile App
on the occasion of National
Mails Day at the Mumbai Press
Club here, Postmaster General,
India Post Mumbai Region
Swati Pandey said: “The App is
an in-house attempt of Mumbai
Post region to be citizen friend-
ly, citizen centric and also pro-
mote digitisation at the same
time. This is completely for the
benefit of all Mumbaikars. This
is a revolutionary step. More
than 86,000 addresses have
been tapped so far.”

Pandey said that the KYP

App, which can be 
downloaded from
https://play.google.com/store/a
pps/details?id=com.kyp.ipmp,
provides citizens an option to
add their address, if a particu-
lar address is not found. “There
is a link through which citizens
can click and share the details
of their address to be added and
India Post, Mumbai will update
the address within 24 hours,”
she said.

According to Pandey, the
KYP mobile App will help you
in providing details of the
Postman, his contact number,
the post office he is attached to
and its contact details including

the telephone number and its
address. “There are 89 delivery
post offices of Mumbai city with
approximately 2000 post-
men/women with mobile
devices. Mumbai city delivers
approximately 2 to 2.5 lakh
mails everyday which includes
speed post, registered posts,
Aadhaar cards, passports,” she
said, adding that India Post’s
backbone has always been its
delivery services.

“Currently, we are con-
ducting several training pro-
grammes for postmen/women
whose average age is 45 years
which is very high.  As many as
1,800 postmen are being
trained in soft skills. They are
trained on how to respond to
the customers,” she said. said.

“Know your Postman” is
India Post, Mumbai Region’s
initiative towards Digitisation of
the postal network that will
facilitate the working popula-
tion of Mumbai. The app will
enable citizens to directly com-
municate with their beat post-
man and facilitate delivery as
per their convenience,” she
said.

Lucknow: Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav on Saturday took
potshots at the BJP over the
Lakhimpur Kheri incident, saying
the ruling party only knows 'jeebh
chalana' (lip service) and 'jeep
chadhana' (mowing down people). 

His criticism of the BJP came
days after eight people were killed
in violence during a farmers' protest
in Uttar Pradesh's Lakhimpur Kheri
which left eight, including four
farmers, dead. 

BJP leader and Union Minister
Ajay Mishra's son Ashish has been
arrested in connection with the case
after he was accused of mowing
down farmers with his vehicle.
The minister has defended his son,
claiming he is "innocent". 

"The truth is the BJP knows
only two things -- 'jeebh chalana'
(lip service) and 'jeep chadhana'
(mowing down people). Crushing
people and suppressing their voice
is their (BJP) agenda," Yadav said
while addressing party workers at
the Samajwadi Party headquarters
here. 

Ashish and others have been
named in the FIR filed in this con-
nection and the latter was arrested
last week.

Claiming the BJP
Government's tenure was "full of
failures", Yadav alleged that because
of "wrong policies" of the ruling
party, the state lagged behind with
runaway inflation and high unem-
ployment.

"The entire tenure of the BJP
government was full of failures. Due
to the wrong policies of the BJP
government, Uttar Pradesh lagged
behind and there was no control on
inflation, unemployment. The law
and order also got worse," said a
party statement, quoting Yadav.

"The BJP government has not done
any work in public interest. The BJP
is a strange party which is making
tall claims without doing anything.
The double engine Government of
the BJP has harassed every section
of society and has not done any-
thing itself but has been appearing
in advertisements claiming the
works of the Samajwadi Party gov-
ernment as its own," he said.

Speaking about the 2022
Assembly elections, he said it would
decide the direction of national pol-
itics and would also be a testing
time for democracy.

Cautioning the workers, the SP
chief said, "We have to be careful of
the possible conspiracies of the BJP.
Since the BJP is very clever, this
time there should be no mistake
and SP workers and leaders need to
mobilise themselves up to the
booth level." 

He said people's problems will
end and the interest of farmers and
youths protected only when the SP
forms a Government in the 
State. PTI 
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Mathura (UP): Unidentified miscreants looted nearly 9,000
mobile phones worth �7 crore from a Bengaluru-bound
truck and allegedly attacked the driver by beating him up
and throwing him out of the vehicle, police here said on
Saturday. The incident took place on October 5 in Madhya
Pradesh's Sheopur district but a case was registered in Uttar
Pradesh's Mathura.

Superintendent of Police (City) Martand Prakash
Singh said, "In a complaint filed by Sachin Manav, man-
ager of Oppo Mobile Company, it has been said that the
driver of Farrukhabad district, Munish Yadav, left Greater
Noida on October 5 morning for Bengaluru after loading
mobile phones in the truck when two people boarded the
vehicle as passengers from Gwalior bypass of Farah police
station area."

As soon as the truck crossed the Babina toll in Jhansi,
the miscreants allegedly beat up the driver and threw him
out of the vehicle in Sheopur district of Madhya Pradesh
and fled with the truck, police said.

The miscreants fled leaving the empty truck in Manpur
police station area of Sheopur district, he said.

The complainant has alleged that he had approached
the Madhya Pradesh Police to file a complaint in this regard,
however, they refused to do so citing that it will be filed
based on the starting point,  which is Mathura. PTI
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Chennai: VK Sasikala, who
was eased out of the AIADMK
years ago, on Saturday paid
homage at the mausoleum of
former party supremo J
Jayalalithaa here and cryptically
remarked that she has 'unbur-
dened' herself and the party has
a bright future. 

On the eve of AIADMK's
50th anniversary of its found-
ing, Sasikala, confidante of the
former Chief Minister said she
'unburdened' herself to Amma,
the 'burden' of her heart, that
lingered for about five years
after Jayalalaithaa's death in
2016. 

"I have unburdened myself
(at the mausoleum of
Jayalalithaa)," she said after
paying homage, adding she
'told Amma' the happenings
over the years and that the
party has a bright future.  

The party founder M G
Ramachandran and late supre-
mo Jayalalithaa lived for party
workers and the people of
Tamil Nadu and she was con-
fident that they would "save the
party and cadres." 

While paying homage,
Sasikala, who appeared emo-
tional and meditative, closed
her eyes and also paid floral

tributes at the mausoleums of
MGR and Dravidian icon CN
Annadurai and offered prayers
at a temple. 

Sasikala, who made a pub-
lic appearance after months
was welcomed by a large num-
ber of her supporters who
chanted slogans like "Puratchi
Thai Chinnamma"
(Revolutionary mother, the
younger mother) and 'Kazhaga
Kaval Theivam' (Guardian
angel of the party) and
'Thiayaga Thalaivi' (Leader of
sacrifices). Her supporters also

visited her at her T Nagar res-
idence here and reiterated their
support. 

While she travelled in a car,
the bonnet of which sported an
AIADMK flag, several of her
supporters too waved the offi-
cial flag of the main opposition
party.  On her visit, much
publicised by her supporters,
AIADMK senior 
leader D Jayakumar said it
was of no significance as she
neither enjoyed the support of
party workers nor the 
people. PTI
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Guwahati: Altogether 31 con-
testants are in the fray after
withdrawal of nomination on
Saturday for the upcoming by-
election in five Assam Assembly
constituencies on October 30, a
State Election Department
release said here.

Eight candidates withdrew
their papers leaving 31 in the
electoral contest for Gossaigaon,
Bhabanipur, Tamulpur, Mariani
and Thowra constituencies.

The candidates who with-
drew their nomination include
three from Tamulpur con-
stituency and five from
Gossaigaon, said the release.
The contesting candidates for
Gossaigaon seat are Jowel Tudu
(INC), Jiron Basumatary
(UPPL), Dhruba Kumar
Brahma Narzary (BPF), Khairul
Anam Khandakar (AIUDF),
besides Uttam Kumar Talukdar,
Kamal Roy, Osman Gani Sk and
Abdul Hashem Akand (all
Independents). 

For Bhabanipur seat, the
candidates in the fray are
Phanidhar Talukdar(BJP),
Sailendra Nath Das (INC),
Jubbar Ali (AIUDF), Merijul

Haque (Road Map Party), Siben
Das (Voters Party
International),  besides Shawkat
Ali Ahmed, Khampha Khungur
Goyary and Ariful Islam (all
Independents).

The contestants in the
Tamulpur constituency are
Bhaskar Dahal (INC), Brajendra
Nath Deka (Gana Suraksha
Party), Jolen Daimary (UPPL),
Raj Kumar Baro (VPI), besides
Ganesh Kachary and Yaswanta
Chauhan (both Independents).

In Mariani seat the candi-
dates are Rupjyoti Kurmi (BJP),
Luhit Konwar (INC), Gopal
Chandra Ghatuwar (Asom
Sangrami Mancha) and Sanjib
Gogoi (Independent).

In Thowra the contestants
are Sushanta Borgohain (BJP),
Monuranjan Konwar (INC),
Krishna Gogoi (CPI), besides
Dhaijya Konwar and Lohit
Gowala (both Independents).
By-polls in Gossaigaon and
Tamulpur have been necessi-
tated due to death of the sitting
MLAs, while the incumbents of
Bhapanipur, Mariani and
Thowra resigned from their
seats to join the ruling BJP. 
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Lalitpur (UP): Seven people,
including the district presidents
of the Samajwadi Party and the
Bahujan Samaj Party, have so far
been arrested in connection
with the rape of a 17-year-old
girl here, police said on
Saturday.

The Samajwadi Party (SP)
said it has dissolved its Lalitpur
district unit.
Superintendent of Police Nikhil
Pathak said the arrests were
made following the girl's com-
plaint that she was raped for five
years in different parts of the
city. She named 25 people in her
complaint along with three
unknown persons, Pathak said.

A case was registered at
Sadar Kotwali police station
on October 12 against 25 peo-
ple -- including the victim's

father and her uncle -- and three
unknown persons.

The official said a hotel in
Mirzapur district was raided on
Friday from where Tilak Yadav
and Deepak Ahirvar, the SP and
the BSP district chiefs of
Lalitpur respectively, and an
engineer named Mahendra
Dubey were arrested.The three
were produced before a local
court, which sent them to a 14-
day judicial custody.

Earlier, four people were
arrested in connection with the
case. In a statement issued
in Lucknow, SP chief spokesper-
son Rajendra  Chaudhary said
the entire Lalitpur district unit
of the party has been dissolved
with immediate effect on the
directions of party chief
Akhilesh Yadav. PTI 
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Minister Basavaraj Bommai on Saturday
said a Government can become pro-peo-
ple only if all the institutions working in
rural areas function effectively.

"With the motto of serving people in
rural areas, the Government will reach the
people at their doorstep," the Chief
Minister said at the launch of 'District
Administration's March Towards Villages'
in the village of Surahonne in Nyamati
Taluk to address people's woes and com-
plaints in rural areas.

The Government has chosen 227 vil-
lages where the scheme would be
launched to convert them into model vil-
lages.

Bommai said it is not the district
administration, which is reaching the vil-
lages but the entire government machin-
ery is. 

Under the programme, the district
authorities would spend time in the vil-
lages, understand the problems there and
resolve them at the earliest.

The Chief Minister said, "When
development reaches people, their strug-
gle reduces helping them live a stable life."

He further said preparations were
under way to distribute rations at the
doorstep of  the   people and that the social
security schemes too would reach the peo-
ple that way.

He said the people need not visit the
Taluk offices to get issues sorted out as
they  can be resolved, even issues regard-
ing pensions, at the gram panchayats-
level.

All officials, right from the Chief
Secretary to the Gram Panchayat officers,
must join hands to serve, said the Chief
Minister.

The Government has also planned to
provide all facilities to the Gram
Panchayats under the Janasevaka pro-
gramme, and the pilot project would be
launched in all the 28 Assembly con-
stituencies of Bengaluru on November 1
through mobile phone, Bommai 
said. PTI
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Siddharthnagar (UP): Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Saturday said
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
will inaugurate seven new med-
ical colleges in the State from
Siddharthnagar district on
October 25.

The Chief Minister, who
was here to review the prepara-
tions for the PM's arrival in
Siddharthnagar, said a chain of
new medical colleges will be
functioning in UP.

The newly constructed med-
ical colleges in seven districts --
Siddharthnagar, Deoria,
Mirzapur, Etah, Hardoi, Ghazipur
and Bahraich -- will be inaugu-
rated by the Prime Minister on
October 25. The admission
process will be done in these med-
ical colleges from this academic
session through NEET examina-
tion, he said. The Chief

Minister, who inspected the newly
constructed medical college build-
ing and its premises here, also
held a meeting with public rep-
resentatives and officials on the
preparations for the arrival of the
PM.

Talking to media persons
later, Adityanath said health ser-
vices have improved in UP. “Three
to five life supporting ambu-
lances are available in every dis-
trict of the state,” he said.

These seven new medical
colleges will not only help the
people of nearby districts but also
neighbouring Nepal, he said,
adding that the medical college in
Siddharthnagar will be named
after Madhav Prasad Tripathi,
who was an active member of
Jana Sangh and the first state pres-
ident of BJP. Tripathi was a resi-
dent of Bansi assembly con-
stituency of the district. PTI
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Dehradun: Prime Minister Narendra Modi will visit
Kedarnath on November 5 to offer prayers and inau-
gurate Kedarpuri reconstruction projects worth �250
crore.

This will be his second visit to the State with-
in a month. The prime minister had visit-
ed the All Indian Institute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS) in Rishikesh on October 7 to inaugurate an
oxygen plant there.

Confirming Modi's visit to Kedarnath next
month, Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami said
apart from offering prayers at the Himalayan tem-
ple, the Prime Minister is likely to inaugurate
Kedarpuri reconstruction projects worth � 250 crore,
including the rebuilt Samadhi of Adi Guru
Shankaracharya.

The Prime Minister is also likely to lay founda-
tion stones of second phase of Kedarpuri recon-
struction projects worth �150 crore, Dhami said.

Modi has visited Kedarnath several times since
becoming prime minister in 2014. He could not come
to Kedarnath last year due to the Covid-19 
pandemic.

With the pandemic situation relatively under
control now there was speculation about his visit to
the temple.

The Prime Minister has been closely monitor-
ing Kedarpuri reconstruction projects.

The portals of Kedarnath are scheduled to be
closed for winter on November 6 on the occasion
of Bhaiyya Dooj. PTI
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The Islamic State group
claimed responsibility for a

deadly suicide bombing on a
Shia mosque in southern
Afghanistan that killed 47 peo-
ple and wounded scores more.
Relatives laid the bodies of the
victims to rest on Saturday and
called on the Taliban to 
protect them. 

ISIS said in a statement
posted late on Friday on social
media that two of the group’s
members shot and killed secu-
rity guards manning the
entrance of the Fatimiya
mosque in Kandahar province. 

One detonated his explo-
sives at the entrance of the
mosque and the other inside.

ISIS’s news agency Amaq in
a statement gave the names of
the attackers as Anas al-
Khurasani and Abu Ali al-
Baluchi, both Afghan nationals.

The families of the victims
Saturday dug their graves and
carried the bodies to their final
resting place. In total, 63 graves
were dug, but the Taliban’s
chief for the provincial depart-
ment of culture and informa-
tion maintained the official
death toll was 47. 

“There are so many who
have lost body parts, and
among those in hospital in seri-
ous condition, I don’t know
how many more numbers will

be added to the death toll,” said
community elder Hajji Farhad. 

Shiite leader Sayed
Mohammed Agha called on the
Taliban Government to take
serious measures to protect the
Shia minority, “because our
enemies will harm our society
by any means they can.”

The attack came a week
after a bombing claimed by the
local Islamic State affiliate
killed 46 people at a Shia
mosque in northern
Afghanistan, raising fears that
ISIS — an enemy of both the
Taliban and the West — is
expanding its foothold 
in Afghanistan.

Friday’s attack was the
deadliest to strike Afghanistan
since the dramatic US exit

from the country, which
allowed the Taliban to seize
control of the Afghan capital.
It was also the first major
attack by the group in the
country’s south. 

ISIS carries out frequent
attacks in its eastern strong-
hold, but recently has shown
signs of expansion, with attacks
in the north and Kabul. 

The attacks have brought
into question the Taliban’s abil-
ity to counter the growing ISIS
threat. The Taliban have
pledged to restore peace and
security after decades of war
and have also given the US
assurances that they will not
allow the country to be used as
a base for launching extremist
attacks on other countries.
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The US Defense Department
said on Friday that it is

committed to offering condo-
lence payments to relatives of
the 10 people who were killed
in an errant US drone strike in
Kabul, Afghanistan, in August.

Pentagon spokesman John
Kirby said in a statement that
the Defense Department was
also working with the State
Department to help surviving
family members relocate to
the United States.

Kirby said the matter arose in
a meeting Thursday between Dr.
Colin Kahl, under secretary of
defense for policy, and Dr. Steven
Kwon, founder and president of
the nonprofit group Nutrition &
Education International.

“Dr. Kahl reiterated
Secretary of Defense Lloyd
Austin’s commitment to the
families, including offering ex
gratia condolence payments,”
Kirby said. He did not say how
much money would be offered.

On August 29, a US Hellfire
missile struck a car driven by
Zemerai Ahmadi, who had just
pulled into the driveway of the
Ahmadi family compound. In
all, 10 members of the family,
including seven children, were
killed in the strike.

Weeks later, Marine Gen.
Frank McKenzie, head of U.S.

Central Command, called the
strike a “tragic mistake” and
said innocent civilians were
indeed killed in the attack. 

During the meeting
Thursday, Kwon told Kahl that
Ahmadi had work with NEI for
many years, “providing care and
lifesaving assistance for people
facing high mortality rates in
Afghanistan,” according to Kirby.

The U.S. military initially
defended the strike, saying it
had targeted an Islamic State
group’s “facilitator” and dis-
rupted the militants’ ability to
carry out attacks during the
chaotic final stage of the with-
drawal of US and NATO troops
from Afghanistan.

Discrepancies between the
military’s portrayal of the strike
and findings on the ground
quickly emerged. The
Associated Press and other news
organizations reported that the
driver of the targeted vehicle
was a longtime employee at a
US humanitarian organisation.
There were no signs of a large
secondary blast, despite the
Pentagon’s assertion that the
vehicle contained explosives.

The drone strike followed
a devastating suicide bombing
by an Islamic State offshoot that
killed 169 Afghans and 13 US
military personnel at one of the
gates to the Kabul airport in late
August. 
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Asenior UN official said on
Friday the Taliban told

him they will announce “very
soon” that all Afghan girls will
be allowed to attend 
secondary schools. 

UNICEF Deputy Executive
Director Omar Abdi, who vis-
ited Kabul last week, told
reporters at UN headquarters
that five of Afghanistan’s 34
provinces — Balkh, Jawzjan
and Samangan in the north-
west, Kunduz in the northeast
and Urozgan in the southwest
— are already allowing girls to
attend secondary school.

He said the Taliban’s edu-
cation minister told him they
are working on “a framework”
to allow all girls to continue
their schooling beyond the
sixth grade, which should be
published “between a month
and two.”

“As I speak to you today,
millions of girls of secondary
school age are missing out on
education for the 27th consec-
utive day,” Abdi said. “We are
urging them not to wait. Any
day that we wait — it’s a day lost
for those girls that are out of
school.”

During the Taliban’s previ-
ous rule of Afghanistan from

1996-2001, they denied girls
and women the right to edu-
cation and barred them from
working and public life. Since
their August 15 takeover of
Afghanistan as US and NATO
forces were in the final stages
of their chaotic withdrawal
from the country after 20 years,
the Taliban have come under
increasing international pres-
sure to ensure women’s rights
to education and work.

Abdi said that in every
meeting he pressed the Taliban
“to let girls resume their learn-
ing,” calling it “critical for the
girls themselves and for the
country as a whole.”

When the Taliban were
ousted from power in 2001 by
a US-led coalition for harbor-
ing Osama bin Laden who
masterminded the 9/11 attacks
on the United States, only one
million Afghan children were
in school at all levels, he said.

Over the past 20 years, that
figure rose to almost 10 million
children at all levels, including
4 million girls, Abdi said, and
in the last decade the number
of schools tripled from 
6,000 to 18,000.

“Education gains of the
past two decades must be
strengthened and not rolled
back,” he said.
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Scotland Yard on Saturday
said the killing of

Conservative MP David Amess
is being treated as a terrorist
attack and it was probing a
potential Islamist terrorism
link to the fatal stabbing, an
incident that has shocked the
country and prompted calls for
a review of security measures
for lawmakers engaged in con-
stituency work.

Amess, 69 and a member
of British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson’s ruling Conservative
Party, died after being stabbed
several times on Friday as he
was  meeting his constituents
in at Belfairs Methodist Church
in Leigh-on-Sea, Essex.  

A 25-year-old British man,
believed to be of Somali her-
itage, was arrested at the scene
on suspicion of murder and
remains in custody at a police
station in Essex, south-east
England. Prime Minister Boris
Johnson and Opposition
Labour leader Sir Keir Starmer
laid flowers at the scene of the
stabbing, together on 
Saturday morning.

“Senior National
Coordinator for Counter
Terrorism Policing, Deputy
Assistant Commissioner Dean
Haydon formally declared the
incident as terrorism. The early
investigation has revealed a
potential motivation linked to
Islamist extremism,” the

Metropolitan Police said 
in a statement.

“A 25-year-old British man
was arrested at the scene on
suspicion of murder. He is
currently in custody at a police
station in Essex. As part of the
investigation, officers are cur-
rently carrying out searches at

two addresses in the London
area and these are 
ongoing,” it said.

“It is believed that he acted
alone, and we are not seeking
anyone else in connection with
the incident at this time.
However, enquiries into the cir-
cumstances continue,” it added.
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Southeast Asian Foreign
Ministers have agreed to

downgrade Myanmar’s partic-
ipation in an upcoming sum-
mit in their sharpest rebuke yet
of its leaders following a
February 1 military takeover. 

The Association of
Southeast Asian Nations will
invite a non-political repre-
sentative instead of Myanmar’s
military leader, Senior Gen.
Min Aung Hlaing, the group-
ing’s chair Brunei said 
on Saturday. 

The decision was made at
an emergency meeting late
Friday after Myanmar refused
to cooperate with the bloc’s cri-
sis envoy, Erywan Yusof, 
who is Brunei’s Second 
Foreign Minister. 

In a swift response,
Myanmar’s foreign ministry
said it was “extremely disap-
pointed and strongly objected”
to the group’s decision, which
was made without a consensus. 

“Linking the matter of
Myanmar’s representation at

the ASEAN summit with the
visit of the special envoy would
be counterproductive as it is
merely putting pressure on
Myanmar,” the statement said.

It also claimed that the mil-
itary junta’s current govern-
ment was in line with
Myanmar’s constitution.

The 10-member bloc has
been under intense interna-
tional pressure to do more to
force member state Myanmar
to free scores of political fig-
ures, including ousted civilian
leader Aung San Suu Kyi, as

well as halt the violence that has
left more than 1,100 civilians
dead. ASEAN’s envoy abrupt-
ly canceled a trip to Myanmar
this week after he was told he
would not be able to meet with
Suu Kyi, and others as he want-
ed. Myanmar contended
Erywan could not meet with
people facing legal proceedings
such as Suu Kyi and deposed
President Win Myint, Brunei
said in a statement. 

Suu Kyi and other top civil-
ian leaders were detained in the
army takeover. She faces vari-
ous charges that her support-
ers and independent analysts
say are an attempt to legitimize
the military action.

The statement from Brunei
said the ASEAN ministers were
concerned about the impact of
the Myanmar crisis on region-
al security and about the “unity,
credibility and centrality of
ASEAN as a rules-based orga-
nization.” The bloc’s envoy
must have access to all con-
cerned parties, it said. 

Members of the political
opposition’s National Unity
Government, which views itself
as a shadow government, have
asked to attend the October 26-
28 summit, it said.

United Nations: The UN
Security Council voted unani-
mously Friday evening to
extend the UN political mission
in Haiti after a dispute between
China which has no diplomat-
ic relations with Latin America’s
poorest country and many other
members who stressed the
importance of the long-term
presence of the United Nations
in the crisis-wracked nation.

In a compromise just hours
before the mission’s mandate
ends at midnight Friday, the
United States and Mexico, who
drafted the council resolution,

reached agreement with China
to extend it for nine months -
- less than the year Washington
wanted and more than the six
months Beijing was seeking.

That averted a threatened
Chinese veto of the resolution
and led to the 15-0 vote approv-
ing the measure, diplomats
said, speaking on condition of
anonymity because negotia-
tions were private.

Diplomats said the reason
behind China’s down-to-the-
wire action is Beijing’s anger at
Haiti for maintaining diplo-
matic relations with Taiwan. AP
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Russia’s daily death toll from
Covid-19 has exceeded

1,000 for the first time as the
country faces a sustained wave
of rising infections. 

The national coronavirus
task force on Saturday report-
ed 1,002 deaths in the previous
day, up from 999 on Friday,
along with 33,208 new con-
firmed Covid-19 cases, more
than 1,000 higher than 
the day before.

Russian authorities have
tried to speed up the pace of

vaccinations with lotteries,
bonuses and other incentives,
but widespread vaccine skep-
ticism and conflicting signals
from officials stymied the
efforts. The Government said
this week that about 43 million
Russians, or about 29% of the
country’s nearly 146 million
people, are fully vaccinated. 

Despite the mounting toll,
the Kremlin has ruled out a
new nationwide lockdown like
the one early on in the pan-
demic that badly hurt the
economy, eroding President
Vladimir Putin’s popularity. 
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NASA spacecraft named
Lucy rocketed into the sky

with diamonds Saturday morn-
ing on a 12-year quest to
explore eight asteroids.

Seven of the mysterious
space rocks are among swarms
of asteroids sharing Jupiter’s
orbit, thought to be the pristine
leftovers of planetary forma-
tion.

An Atlas V rocket blasted
off before dawn, sending Lucy
on a roundabout journey span-
ning nearly 4 billion miles (6.3
billion kilometers). Researchers
grew emotional describing the
successful launch — lead sci-

entist Hal Levison said it was
like witnessing the birth of a
child. “Go Lucy!” he urged.

Lucy is named after the 3.2

million-year-old skeletal
remains of a human ancestor
found in Ethiopia nearly a
half-century ago. 
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As food and the means to
buy it dwindled in a city

under siege, the young moth-
er felt she could do no more.
She killed herself, unable to
feed her children.

In a Catholic church across
town, flour and oil to make
communion wafers will soon
run out. And the flagship hos-
pital in Mekele, the capital of
Ethiopia’s Tigray region, wres-
tles with whether to give
patients the expired medica-
tions that remain. Its soap and
bleach are gone.

A  year of war and months
of government-enforced depri-
vation have left the city of a
half-million people with rapid-
ly shrinking stocks of food, fuel,
medicine and cash. In rural
areas, life is even grimmer as
thousands of people survive on
wild cactus fruit or sell the
meager aid they receive. Man-
made famine, the world’s worst
hunger crisis in a decade, 
has begun.

Despite the severing of
almost all communication with
the outside world, The
Associated Press drew on a
dozen interviews with people
inside Mekele, along with inter-
nal aid documents, for the
most detailed picture yet of life
under the Ethiopian govern-
ment’s blockade of the Tigray
region’s 6 million people.
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New Delhi: With fuel prices
going up by 35 per cent over
the past 15 months thereby
impacting overall vehicle run-
ning costs, cars that have high-
er fuel efficiency and lower
maintenance  costs are expect-
ed to gain higher traction
among buyers in India, spe-
cially in the sub-Rs 10 lakh cat-
egory, according to a report.

Considering the fact that
70 per cent of the passenger
vehicles market in India is still
accounted for by vehicles cost-
ing less than Rs 10 lakh, the
development augurs well for
market leader Maruti Suzuki
India Ltd (MSIL), said the
report by HSBC Global
Research.

"Over the past 15 months,
fuel prices have gone up 35 per
cent, impacting overall vehicle

running costs...Our channel
interactions suggest that cus-
tomers are increasingly becom-

ing considerate of the recent
rise in fuel prices," it said.

Citing the example of
Maruti Suzuki's Swift petrol,
the report said for a compact
passenger vehicle fuel now
accounts for around 40 per cent
of the vehicle's life-time cost
compared with 30 per cent in
mid-2020.

"In the current environ-
ment, we believe cars that have
higher fuel efficiency and lower
maintenance costs should gain
relatively higher traction
among buyers, especially in the
less than Rs 10 lakh category,
which is still 70 per cent of the
market in India," it said.

Stating that MSIL contin-
ues to score well in that regard,

HSBC Global Research said,
"In our analysis, both in
absolute terms and relative to
competition, MSIL remains
the market leader in fuel effi-
ciency and total cost of own-
ership (COO)."

MSIL's competitive posi-
tioning should remain com-
pelling given the fact that it has
around 65 per cent market
share in the less-than-Rs 10
lakh price category, it added.

The report also pointed out
that MSIL's fuel efficiency has
improved by 15-30 per cent in
the past 10 years, citing the
examples of fuel efficiency of
Swift/Swift Dzire, which was 18
km per litre (kmpl) nearly 10
years back to 23.3 kmpl. PTI 
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 Washington: Describing the

Indian government's response
to the Covid-19 situation as
"swift and substantial", the
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) has said the country
continued with labour reforms
and privatisation despite the
pandemic.

The IMF in its report based
on "consultations" among
members, however, sounded a
note of caution saying that the
economic outlook remains
"clouded" due to pandemic-
related uncertainties, con-
tributing to both downside
and upside risks.

In its "Article IV" consul-
tations report, it further said
that a persistent negative
impact of COVID-19 on
investment and other growth
drivers could prolong the eco-
nomic recovery.

On the Indian govern-
ment's handling of the pan-
demic, the multilateral agency

said it was "swift and substan-
tial...Has included fiscal sup-
port, including scaled-up sup-
port to vulnerable groups,
monetary policy easing, liq-
uidity provision, and accom-
modative financial sector and
regulatory policies".

"Despite the pandemic, the
authorities have continued to
introduce structural reforms,
including labour reforms and a
privatisation plan," the report
said. The IMF has projected
India's economic growth at 9.5
per cent in FY2021-22 and 8.5
per cent in 2022-23. Headline
inflation is projected at 5.6 per
cent in 2021-22, amid elevated
price pressures. 

"The economic outlook
remains clouded due to pan-
demic-related uncertainties
contributing to both downside
and upside risks. A persistent
negative impact of COVID-19
on investment, human capital,
and other growth drivers could

prolong the recovery and
impact medium-term growth,"
the IMF said.

It further said that while
India benefits from favourable
demographics, disruption to
access to education and train-
ing due to the pandemic could
weigh on improvements in
human capital. 

At the same time, the
recovery could also be faster
than expected, it said adding
that faster vaccination and bet-
ter therapeutics could help
contain the spread and limit the
impact of the pandemic.

In addition, successful
implementation of the
announced wide-ranging struc-
tural reforms could increase
India's growth potential, the
IMF noted. 

Under Article IV of the
IMF's Articles of Agreement,
the IMF holds bilateral discus-
sions with members, usually
every year. PTI

Mumbai: Lender HDFC Bank
on Saturday reported a year-
on-year rise of 17.6 per cent in
its net profit for Q2FY22.

The bank's net profit
increased to Rs 8,834.3 crore
during the period under review
over the quarter ended
September 30, 2020.

Besides, the bank's net
interest income (income
earned less interest expended)
rose 12.1 per cent from Rs
15,776.4 crore to Rs 17,684.4
crore for the corresponding
quarter of the previous fiscal.

The lender's net 
revenues (net interest income
plus other income) increased
by 14.7 per cent, from Rs
21,868.8 crore to Rs 25,085.2
crore for the quarter ended
September 30, 2020.

"Advances grew at 15.5
per cent reaching new heights
driven through relationship
management, digital offering
and breadth of products. Core
net interest margin was at 4.1
per cent. New liability rela-
tionships added during the
quarter were at an all time
high," HDFC Bank said in a
statement.

IANS

Bengaluru: Karnataka being a
hub of startups in India is
keen to offer ground-breaking
solutions to private compa-
nies and Government organi-
sations of UAE in various sec-
tors ranging from logistics to

infrastructure, oil-and-gas to
environment and waste man-
agement to healthcare C.N.
Ashwath Narayan, the Minister
for IT/Bt and Science
Technology said in Dubai on
Saturday.

Addressing the
Inauguration Ceremony of 3
days event 'World Dubai Expo
2020', he said that some of the
sectors in the UAE that are wit-
nessing the massive presence of
Indians, especially Bengaluru
based start-ups and tech
majors.

"Karnakata government
which is playing the role of a
facilitator has been undertak-
ing all tech-focused initiatives
in line with achieving the vision
set by our Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to make India
reach the 5 trillion dollar econ-
omy by 2025. Shared econom-
ic visions and geopolitical out-
looks have spurred the two
sides (Karnataka and UAE) to

seek to expand cooperation
across multiple domains
including in investment, tech-
nology, and the knowledge
economy", Minister Narayan
explained.

Karnataka is one of the
prosperous states in India with
an estimated GSDP of $220 bil-
lion and has been a leader in
sectors of Information
Technology, I-T enabled ser-
vices, Electronics, Machine
Tools, Aerospace, and
Biotechnology, he pointed out.

Further, the Minister
added, "Karnataka has a robust
Startup which includes
MNCs/GCCs, incubators, and
accelerators. Besides the State
is home to premier higher
education institutions such as
Indian Institute of Science
(IISc), the Indian Institute of
Management (IIM), the
International Institute of
Information Technology (IIIT),
and several others. IANS
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Mumbai: India's foreign
exchange reserves rose by
$2.039 billion during the week
ended October 8.

The Reserve Bank of
India's (RBI) forex reserves
rose to $639.516 billion from
$637.477 billion reported for
the week ended October 1.

India's forex reserves com-
prise foreign currency assets
(FCAs), gold reserves, SDRs,
and the country's reserve posi-
tion with the IMF.

On a weekly basis, FCAs,
the largest component of the
forex reserves, edged higher by
$1.550 billion to $577.001 bil-
lion. Similarly, the value of the
country's gold reserves rose by
$464 million to $38.022 billion.

However, SDR value fell by
$28 million to $19.268 billion.
The country's reserve position
with the IMF also fell by $3
million to $5.225 billion. 

IANS
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New Delhi: Cement prices are
expected to rise during
H2FY22, as cost inflation firms
up unabatedly, said a report by
HDFC Securities.

Cement demand has
picked up from June 2021
onwards, as the Covid impact
started to recede.

According to the report,
cement demand is recovering
well and has supported limit-
ed price correction during the
monsoon period.

"We expect cement prices
to rise during H2FY22, as cost
inflation is firming up unabat-
ed and has impacted the whole
industry. Good demand and
increased consolidation should
support the industry's cost pass
through ability," the report
said.

As per the report, rising
fuel and diesel prices will fur-
ther inflate the operating costs
of the producers.

"While pet coke prices have
surged another 20 per cent
QoQ (double YoY), imported
thermal coal prices have also
spiked up by 33 per cent QoQ.
Rising crude prices have
pushed up diesel prices by 7 per
cent QoQ. Thus, we have built
in Rs 80-100 per MT input cost
inflation and RS 20-40 per
MT freight cost increase QoQ
for our coverage universe," it
said.

The brokerage house
expects aggregate revenue from
its coverage universe to rise 14
per cent YoY on higher vol-
umes in 2QFY22E.

IANS

New Delhi: India has pro-
posed creation of a new Special
Working Group on Start-ups
and Innovation at the SCO.

The proposal was made by
Minister of State for Commerce
and Industry Anupriya Patel, in
her intervention, at the 20th
meeting of the SCO Ministers.

Stressing on the need for
effective cooperation between
the member states for a bal-
anced and equitable growth in
trade and commerce, Patel
proposed the creation of a new
Special Working Group on
Start-ups and Innovation and
for setting up a new Expert
Working Group on
Cooperation in Traditional
Medicine.

"She also stated that coop-
eration in the field of start-ups
and innovation can be a focal
point in reviving our
economies from the conse-
quences of the pandemic," the
Ministry of Commerce &
Industry said in a statement.

She highlighted that there
is "a significant gap in digital
technologies between devel-
oped ang developing coun-
tries which needs to be nar-
rowed down by building digi-
tal capacities".

On the environment issues,
the minister welcomed the
need for environment protec-
tion and mitigation of adverse
effects of climate change.

She also stressed that the
climate agenda should not
introduce measures which
becomes unnecessary barriers
to trade.

In her concluding remarks,
Patel emphasised that SCO
members must prepare, act
and stand in solidarity with
each other and pursue an agen-
da that is equitable and inclu-
sive and development oriented.

IANS
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New Delhi: In what may affect
the working capital of taxpay-
ers looking at filing appeals
against GST claims, it had now
been held that anyone seeking
remedy against indirect tax
decision would have to make
pre-deposit amount in cash and
not by debiting electronic cred-
it ledger.

Recently, the Division
Bench of the Orissa High
Court held that pre-deposit at
the time of filing an appeal
under section 107(6) of the
Central Goods and Services
Tax Act, 2017 (CGST Act)
cannot be made by debiting the
Electronic Credit Ledger
(ECRL). The payment of pre-
deposit should be made by deb-
iting the Electronic Cash
Ledger (ECL) in accordance
with section 49(3) of the CGST
Act read with Rule 85(4) of the
Central Goods and Services
Tax Rules, 2017 (CGST Rules).

What this order in effect
does is that it puts the burden
on taxpayers to pay the pre-
deposit (ie 10 per cent of dis-
puted tax) amount in cash by
transferring money from elec-
tronic cash ledger (ECL) for
any tax dispute raised by them.
This would mean more cash
outflows leaving little for work-
ing capital needs.

In case that went to the
Orissa High Court, the revenue
raised demands of GST along

with interest on the petitioners,
who were engaged in execution
of works contract. The peti-
tioner filed an appeal and
made payment towards pre-
deposit (i.e. 10 per cent of dis-
puted tax) for filing an appeal,
by utilising the balance in the
ECRL. The revenue dismissed
the appeal and considered it to
be defective, emphasising that
the liability of pre- deposit can
be discharged only by debiting
ECL.

The petitioner's contention
was that any payment towards
output tax can be made
through ECRL. Since pre-
deposit can be construed as a
percentage of output tax, it can
be paid by debiting ECRL.

Revenue department con-
tended that the CGST Act
specifically provides that ECRL
can be utilised towards pay-
ment of output tax. However,
pre-deposit required to be
made cannot be equated with
output tax payable. Input tax
credit can be utilised only to
discharge 'self-assessed output
tax as per the return'.

The High Court's accepted
this contention and observed
that the pre-deposit cannot be
equated with 'output tax' and
that the restriction under pro-
viso to section 41(2) of the
CGST Act, limits the usage of
the credit ledger for making
pre-deposit. IANS

Ankara: The Turkish lira has
hit a new record low against the
US dollar after President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan 
dismissed three central bank
members.

The lira dropped nearly 1.2
per cent to 9.18 against $1 on
Thursday after the currency
had already weakened as much
as 19 per cent this year, reports
Xinhua news agency.

Erdogan removed two
deputy governors, Semih
Tumen and Ugur Namik
Kucuk, along with the member
of the Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) Abdullah
Yavas, according to a decision
published in the official gazette
on early Thursday.

He appointed two new
members, Taha Cakmak as a
deputy governor, and Yusuf
Tuna as an Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) member.

Erdogan has fired three
central bank governors in the
last two and a half years over
policy disagreements.

Last month, the central
bank cut its policy rate to 18
per cent from 19 per cent.

Local media reported that
deputy governor Kucuk had
opposed the decision to cut the
main interest rate.

IANS

Lucknow: The Purvanchal
region of Uttar Pradesh is
emerging as the export hub for
vegetables.

Despite the Covid-19 pan-
demic, huge consignments of
fresh green vegetables were
flown from Purvanchal to the
Gulf countries, for the second
time in less than two years,
benefitting farmers substan-
tially in terms of income.

According to a state gov-
ernment spokesperson, an Air
India Express' aircraft carrying
two metric tonnes of vegetables
from Prayagraj, Bhadohi and
Varanasi took off from Lal
Bahadur Shastri International
Airport to reach Dubai and
Sharjah in the United Arab
Emirates (UAE).

Regional in-charge of the
Agricultural and Processed
Food Products Export
Development Authority
(APEDA), C.B. Singh, said:
"The vegetables being export-
ed include okra, sweet gourd,
pointed gourd, ivy gourd and
elephant foot yam (jimikand).

"Last year, three metric
tonnes of langda mangoes were
flown to London from Varanasi
in April and over one metric

tonnes in June. We also export-
ed nearly three metric tonnes
of green chili to Dubai in May
and black salt rice to the UK,
Qatar and the UAE."

Furthermore, exporters
also purchased 80 metric
tonnes of black salt rice from
farmers of Chandauli district,
popularly known as the 'rice
bowl' of Uttar Pradesh, with the
help of APEDA in June 2020.

Around Rs 68 lakhs raised
from the export of the rice was
directly transferred to the bank
accounts of 152 farmers.

Besides, 532 metric tonnes
of regional rice, including 12
metric tonnes of the famous
black salt rice of Chandauli was
exported to Qatar in December
2020.

Oman's Global Logistics
Group also visited Varanasi in
order to boost exports.

Farmers are now exporting
food items directly without
the involvement of middle-
men which is bringing them
more financial benefits while
ensuring transparency in the
system. They are exporting
their farm produce through the
Farmer Producer Organization
(FPO). IANS
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New Delhi: Conglomerate Tata
Group plans to pilot synergy
between all its airlines to com-
pete in various market 
segments.

Post the SPA transaction,
Tatas will have two full-service
carriers — Vistara and Air
India — along with two low-
cost airlines — Air India
Express and AirAsia India --
and a ground and cargo han-
dling company, AISATS.

Accordingly, plans are
afoot to run all these brands as
independent entities under one
vertical for sometime after the
SPA. Nonetheless, the group
intends to drive-in major syn-
ergies between the airlines in
terms of fleet management,
route deployment, flight tim-
ings and airport slot planning.

In terms of USPs, Vistara is
expected to retain the premium
services tag, while Air India
will predominantly focus on
key international and metro
routes. The domestic feeder
traffic is expected to be driven
by AirAsia India which may get
few aircraft from Air India's
fleet. Furthermore, mergers
will depend on profitability,
performance and market situ-
ation apart from each airline's
unique culture and suitability
of brand. IANS
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According to the World Health
Organization (WHO), Dengue
cases have grown dramatical-
ly around the world in recent
decades. A vast majority of

cases are asymptomatic or mild and self-
managed, and hence the actual numbers
of Dengue cases are under-reported.
Many cases are also misdiagnosed as other
febrile illnesses.

With the advent of the rainy season,
we surely get some respite from the
scorching summer heat but many water-
borne diseases tag along. And one of the
most common diseases is Dengue, a mos-
quito-borne viral infection that is com-
mon in warm, tropical climates. It is
caused by any one of four closely related
antigenically distinct groups called
serotypes that are DENV-1, DENV-2,
DENV-3 and DENV-4, which means that
it is possible to be infected four times in
a lifetime. A particular serotype can be
predominant at different times in a geo-
graphical area. It gives space to a wide
number of symptoms that can be
extremely mild (unnoticeable) to
extremely severe. In severe cases, it can
also be fatal.

Currently, Delhi is witnessing a surge
in cases, reporting the maximum num-
ber of cases since 2018 for the same peri-
od due to prolonged monsoon. Whereas
Punjab which observed 8,400 cases last
year has reported only 5,889 cases this
year, Hoshiarpur topping the list with 933
cases.

While many Dengue infections cause
only mild illness, there have been cases
where it has also caused an acute flu-like
illness. Over time, this forms into a poten-
tially lethal complication, called severe
Dengue.  WHO states that severe Dengue
is a leading cause of serious illness and
death in some Asian and Latin American
countries and requires management by
medical professionals.

As per a comparative study published
in Clinical Infectious Diseases, the inci-
dence of Dengue has grown dramatical-
ly around the world in recent decades. A
vast majority of cases are asymptomatic
or mild and self-managed, and hence the
actual numbers of Dengue cases are
under-reported. Many cases are also
misdiagnosed as other febrile illnesses.

The number of Dengue cases report-
ed to WHO increased eight times over the
last two decades, from 505,430 cases in
2000 to over 2.4 million in 2010, and 5.2
million in 2019. Reported deaths between
the years 2000 and 2015 increased from
960 to 4032.

But why are we talking about DENV-
2 at the moment? Is it more severe than
all other serotypes? How worried should
we be? These are the questions our mind
is flooded with and it is high time we all
should understand the seriousness of the
disease and keep an ear to the ground.

The DENV-2 or D2 variant of

Dengue was struck many cases of fever
and deaths in western UP districts of
Firozabad, Agra, Mathura and Aligarh.
The term severe Dengue is in circulation
now. It was earlier known as Dengue
haemorrhagic fever and Dengue shock
syndrome.

The new variant has been observed
in 11 states and has become a topic of dis-
cussion amongst medical experts and
organisations. “With DENV-2 type there
seems to be a higher incidence of Dengue
hemorrhagic fever where there is a cap-
illary leak and bleed with low platelets and
it may eventually progress to Dengue
shock syndrome where blood pressure
drops,” Dr Dilip Gude, Sr Consultant
Physician, Yashoda Hospitals Hyderabad
tells you.

“A person previously infected with
Dengue when gets infected with a differ-
ent serotype has a higher chance of devel-
oping hemorrhagic fever or shock syn-
drome,” tells Dr Anurag Aggarwal,
Consultant Internal Medicine, QRG
Super Speciality Hospital.

With all the talk about mosquitoes
increasing during the rainy season, it is
equally important to know that mosqui-
toes are also mainly attracted to carbon
dioxide and heat, which indicates that
they are equally active during summer.
Moreover, DENV has the potential to
infect people all year round and with this,
the risk and fear remain throughout. Dr
Anurag tells you more about the factors
responsible for mosquito-spread. “Lack of
adequate drainage, open drains and open
areas of water stagnation are factors
responsible for rapid spread. Increased
movement of people without the adequate
coverage of the body with exposed arms
and legs increases their risk of getting bit-
ten by an infected mosquito, wherein one
in four people infected with Dengue virus
will develop the disease.”

Talking about the symptoms, they can
develop four to 10 days after the mosqui-
to bites and last anywhere from two to
seven days. We might be aware of only the
common, usually talked about symptoms
like high fever, severe body pain and inter-
nal bleeding with falling platelets but Dr
Aggarwal gives a detailed note on the
same. “High-grade fever with chills,
backache, abdominal pain, rash, vomit-
ing, joint pains, muscle aches, generalised
weakness and fatigue and in severe cases
shock, hemorrhagic manifestation like
vomiting out blood, bleeding from anus,
nose, gums and blood in the urine.”

He further adds that when a patient
is having severe abdominal pain, recur-
rent vomiting and increased irritability,
it may indicate the patient is developing
severe Dengue. The intensity of fever has
no correlation with the severity of illness
a patient develops in the following days
of illness.

In case one is facing possible symp-
toms and is sceptical about the testing, all

you need to know is that there are two
ways to get yourself tested, a card test and
ELISA. Dr Aggarwal elaborates, “Testing
is done by blood. One is through the card
test which is not as sensitive as another
test called ELISA. Two types of antigens
are of significance, NS1 which is usually
detectable within 24 hrs of symptom onset
and may remain positive until nine days
and other is IgM which is usually
detectable four to five days after symptom
onset and remains positive up to 12 weeks
after catching an infection or maybe even
longer.”

More than 20,000 confirmed Dengue
cases across the country have been
reported with more than 220 deaths
occurring only in Uttar Pradesh. Cases
have been reported from Andhra Pradesh,
Gujarat, Karnataka, Kerala, MP, Uttar
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, Rajasthan,
Tamil Nadu, and Telangana.

There are no vaccines and currently,
the treatment of Dengue is through sup-
portive care and no specific medication
is available. “The management includes
intravenous fluid therapy, monitoring of
the clinical condition, and intensive care.
This helps reduce the morbidity and mor-
tality in Dengue fever complications. Mild
and uncomplicated cases can be managed
at home under the supervision of the doc-
tor,” Dr Anjali Saxena, Senior Consultant,
General Pediatrics tells you.

Moreover, WHO has advised that
patients should seek medical advice, rest
and drink plenty of fluids. Paracetamol
can be taken to bring down fever and
reduce joint pains. However, aspirin or
ibuprofen should not be taken since they
can increase the risk of bleeding.

We can say that the Dengue outbreak
is still under control but it has led to a
surge in cases of high fever countrywide.
As it is known to cause more morbidity
than other variants, patients are having
high-grade fever. Dr Gude tells you that

there is an epidemiological hypothesis that
there is a four-year cyclical spurt for
Dengue outbursts and DENV-2 serotype
now is known to cause a much-compli-
cated disease.

With this, he advises that early diag-
nosis, aggressive hydration, and admitting
high-risk groups such as the elderly and
children and immunosuppressed patients
may be important.

Considering the pandemic, how wor-
ried should we be about the Dengue
virus? Are there chances that it could
worsen amidst the pandemic? These are
again a few questions that might cross our
minds. Early symptoms of both COVID
and Dengue can be the same and it would
be nearly impossible for a common man
to self detect if he/she has been infected

by corona or Dengue. And coinfections
are common and if someone gets COVID
and Dengue then the outcome is going to
be deadly.

“In this pandemic background, one
needs to be extra careful and take all nec-
essary precautions to prevent mosquito-
borne diseases,” Dr Gude tells you.

Dr Saxena tells you that during these
times healthcare resources can get over-
whelmed and this can be detrimental to
providing medical care to the needy.

Your safety is in your hands and mak-
ing sure that you are not giving a breed-
ing ground to mosquitoes is your respon-
sibility.  Keep the surroundings of your
house as dry as possible with no scope for
stagnant water, cover your body with full
sleeves clothes, put on mosquito repellent
creams, coils, nets. Dr Gude suggests that
having a high index of suspicion and tak-
ing a clinician's help as early as possible
is important.

“Do not allow water to stagnate, cover
drains or sprinkle oil over stagnated water,
empty pots/tyres of water in your house,
wear full sleeves clothes when stepping
outside the house,” Dr Aggarwal tells you.

He further adds that in case of fever,
visit your nearest physician as soon as
possible. Watch for symptoms like intense
abdominal pain, bleeding from any site,
restlessness and breathlessness when you
need to be concerned.

“The proximity of mosquito vector
breeding sites to human habitation is a
significant risk factor for Dengue as well
as for other diseases that Aedes mosqui-
to transmit. At present, the main method
to control or prevent the transmission of
Dengue virus is to combat the mosquito
vectors,” WHO advises and suggest ways
through which it can be achieved. 

�Prevention of mosquito breeding
Preventing mosquitoes from access-

ing egg-laying habitats by environmental
management and modification

Applying appropriate insecticides to
water storage outdoor containers

�Personal protection from mosqui-
to bites

Using of personal household protec-
tion measures, such as window screens,
repellents, insecticide-treated materials,
coils and vaporizer and wearing clothing
that minimises skin exposure 

�Community engagement
Educating the community on the risks

of mosquito-borne diseases
�Reactive vector control
Emergency vector control measures

such as applying insecticides as space
spraying during outbreaks may be used
by health authorities

In addition, there is ongoing research
amongst many groups of international
collaborators in search of novel tools and
innovative strategies that will contribute
to global efforts to interrupt the transmis-
sion of Dengue, as well as other mosqui-
to-borne diseases.
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� Diseases that are spread to people
by mosquitoes include Zika virus,
West Nile virus, Chikungunya
virus, yellow fever and malaria.

� Zika fever, also known as Zika virus
disease or simply Zika, is a mosqui-
to-borne disease caused by the Zika
virus. In many cases, there are no
symptoms, but it can present in a
similar way to dengue fever.

� Yellow fever is a viral disease of typ-
ically short duration. However,
approximately 30,000 people
around the world die from yellow
fever every year. 

� Chikungunya is a viral disease
transmitted to humans via infect-
ed mosquitoes. Symptoms typical-
ly include fever, joint pain,
headache, muscle pain, joint
swelling and rash.
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India captain Harmanpreet Kaur
held her nerves under pressure
while opener Jemimah Rodrigues

scored an invaluable 33 as
Melbourne Renegades beat hosts
Hobart Hurricanes by six wickets in
a Women’s Big Bash League (WBBL)
match here on Saturday.

Chasing 122, Rodrigues and
skipper Sophie Molineaux (16 off 16)
shared 22 runs for the opening
stand before the latter departed.

Rodrigues, whose knock came
off 34 balls and was laced with two
boundaries and a six, then stitched
68 runs for the second wicket with
Courtney Webb (31) before three
quick wickets made the chase a lit-
tle tricky for Renegades.

With pressure building after the
loss of quick wickets, the onus was
on the experienced Harmanpreet (24
not out off 19) to hold the innings
together and get Renegades over the
finishing line. The Indian complet-
ed the job with four balls in hand and
with a bit of support from George
Wareham (5 not out) at the other
end.

Earlier, Renegades’ spin twin of
Molineux (2/12) and Wareham
(3/13) applied the brakes before
bowling out Hurricanes for 121.

Harmanpreet also registered her
name in the wicket-takers’ list, tak-
ing the wicket of compatriot Richa
Ghosh, who played a 14-ball 21-run
cameo.

Meanwhile, in the second match
of the day, Smriti Mandhana and
Deepti Sharma failed to live up to
their reputations as their side Sydney
Thunder lost by 30 runs against
Adelaide Strikers here.

Sent into bat, Adelaide Strikers
rode on skipper Tahlia McGrath’s 42
and Madeline Penna’s 35 to post a

competitive 140 for seven.
Deepti Sharma turned out to be

expensive with the ball, giving away
32 runs from her four overs while
accounting for one wicket.

While chasing, the Indian duo of
Mandhana (4) and Deepti (4) failed
to sparkle with the bat as Sydney
Thunders were bowled out for 110.

Both the matches were played

behind closed doors under strict bio-
security protocols after the state of
Tasmania went into a three-day
lockdown on Friday following a
COVID scare.
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Barcelona midfielder Pedri González
signed a new contract through 2026,

with the club hoping the teenager can help
it recover from the traumatic departure of
Lionel Messi.

Pedri has been one of the very few
bright spots for Barcelona over the past
year, during which a president has resigned
and its debt has skyrocketed. Barcelona had
to let Messi walk away  when it could not
pay his wages. Painful losses on the field
have followed.

“My desire was to remain here for
many years,” the 18-year-old Pedri said
after signing. 

“It is true that we are going through a
difficult moment, but we are the greatest
club in the world and we are going to work
this out.”

Pedri is coming off a breakout season,
his first with Barcelona after joining from
Las Palmas. The playmaker led Barcelona
with 53 appearances, helping it win the
Copa del Rey. Pedri also became a key
player for Spain, helping the national team
reach the semifinals of the European
Championship and winning a silver medal
at the Tokyo Olympics.

His salary was not made public but

Barcelona president Joan Laporta thanked
Pedri for making “an effort” to reach an
agreement that the cash-strapped club
could afford. An exultant Laporta,
who at one point in their joint news con-
ference accidently called Pedri “Messi,” said
re-signing the teenager was “of those days
when it pays to be Barça’s president.”

In a sign of the expectations Barcelona
has placed on Pedri, his contract includes
a release clause of 1 billion euros ($1.1 bil-
lion), the highest in club history. Barcelona

director of football Mateu 
Alemany said Pedri’s release clause

“means he will be off the market for sev-
eral years.”

Pedri signed for Barcelona in 2019
from Las Palmas, a second-division club
on his native Canary Islands. The trans-
fer fee of 5 million euros ($5.8 million)
proved a steal. At Barcelona, Pedri quick-
ly convinced coach Ronald Koeman that
he should be his central playmaker in a
similar role to former great Andrés Iniesta.
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India crushed Nepal 3-0 to win
their eight SAFF Championship

title after second-half goals from
Sunil Chhetri, Suresh Singh and
Sahal Abdul Samad in the final here
on Saturday.

Chhetri scored in the 49th
minute of the match, which put him
level with Lionel Messi on 80 inter-
national goals, while Suresh Singh
doubled the lead in the 50th to pave
the way for India’s title triumph, a
much-needed after a series of
mediocre outings.

Sahal Abdul Samad made it 3-0
when he dribbled past a few defend-
ers on the 90th minute.

India dominated possession in
the first-half but failed to break the
deadlock. However, Chhetri put
India ahead minutes into the second
half and even before Nepal could
down settle down, Suresh made it 2-
0.

This is the Indian football team’s
first title triumph under head coach
Igor Stimac, who faced criticism in
recent times for his side’s inability to
win enough games.

However, when it mattered the
most in this edition of the regional
tournament, Stimac’s players deliv-
ered the results the team’s fans had
been waiting for. 

Stimac also became the third
foreign coach after Jiri Pesek (1993)
and Stephen Constantine (2015) to
clinch the title with the Indian team. 

Chhetri gave India the lead after
he charged in to neatly head in a
delivery from Pritam Kotal on the
right flank, leaving the Nepalese goal-
keeper with no chance to come to his
team’s rescue.

Barely a minute after Chhetri’s
opener, another attack by India
caught Nepal completely off-guard as
Suresh found the back of the net after

Yasir Mohammad brilliantly cut it
back for the mid-fielder. 

Their tails up after two quick
strikes, India pressed hard for more
but could not add to the tally. 

There was a chance for Manvir
Singh in the 52nd minute after he
was played through, but his left-foot-
ed effort was blocked.

In the 79th minute, there was
great chance for Udanta Singh as he
was in the clear to take a crack at goal
but Rohit Chand came up with a fine
block to deny the Indian winger.

It remained goalless at the break
as both India and Nepal could not
capitalise on the chances that came
their way.

India could have gone ahead
minutes before the half-time but the
ball that was delivered from the right
flank for Chhetri was not met with
properly as the Indian captain’s his
effort went wide. 

However, India more than made
up for that with their second-half dis-
play, much to Stimac’s delight.

&��� *-28:+;-%1.�-#-�

Saurashtra batter Avi Barot, a
former India Under-19 cap-

tain and a member of the Ranji
Trophy winning team in the
2019-20 season, has died after
suffering a cardiac arrest at a
shockingly young age of 29.

The player, who also repre-
sented Haryana and Gujarat in
his career, died on Friday while
being taken to a hospital after he
felt unwell at his home in
Ahmedabad. He is survived by
his mother and wife, who is
expecting the couple’s first child.

“Avi was at home when he
felt unwell. He was being rushed
to the hospital and breathed his
last inside the ambulance. He
was a very lively boy and seeing
his talent, I brought him to
Saurashtra from Haryana where
he started his first class career,”
Saurashtra Cricket Association
(SCA) President Jaydev Shah
told PTI.

“Avi’s father passed away at
42. He is now survived by his
mother and wife who is four
months pregnant. It will take a
lot of time for me to accept this
tragedy,” Shah said. The
young cricketer was
competing only last
week in a local tour-
nament. 

He was a
right-handed bat-
ter, who could also
bowl off-breaks.

“I am still in a
state of shock. He
was just 29
and last
week we

had a state-level tournament
Jeevan Trophy where he came
and played. I infact told him you
are scoring runs, you can take it
easy but he said ‘Jaydev bhai we
need to win it’,” Shah recalled.

Barot played 38 first-class
matches, 38 List A matches and
20 Domestic T20 games. He was
a wicket-keeper-batsman and
scored 1,547 runs in first-class
matches, 1030 runs in list-A
games and 717 runs in T20s.

“Extremely shocked and
saddened to learn of the untime-
ly demise of Avi Barot. A bright
young cricketer, who represent-
ed India U19, Saurashtra and
Haryana has left us all too early.
Condolences to his family and
friends in this hour of grief,” stat-
ed BCCI Secretary Jay Shah. 

Barot was a part of the Ranji
Trophy winning Saurashtra
team, which had defeated Bengal
in the summit clash. He had
scored a half century in that
match.

For Saurashtra, he played 21
Ranji Trophy matches, 17 List A
matches and 11 domestic T20
games.

Barot was India U-19 cap-
tain in 2011 after striking four

centuries and three half-
centuries in the Cooch
Behar Trophy for Gujarat,
steering them to the title in

that season. Earlier this
year, he grabbed atten-

tion with his stupendous
122-run knock in just 53

balls during a Syed
Mushtaq Ali

Trophy match
a g a i n s t  

Goa.
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Chennai Super Kings’ IPL-
winning head coach

Stephen Fleming on Saturday
joined the New Zealand camp
for a short stint to help the
Kiwis prepare themselves for
the T20 World Cup.

Fleming, a former New
Zealand captain, joined the
national team camp a day
after guiding CSK to their
four th Indian Premier
League title triumph here.
They beat Kolkata Knight
Riders by 27 runs in the
final on Friday night.

“Fresh from the @IPL
Final - it’s great to have

@ChennaiIPL winning coach
@SPFleming7 joining us for a
few days ahead of the start of
the @T20WorldCup

#T20WorldCup,” the BLACK-
CAPS tweeted. 

New Zealand will begin
their T20 World Cup cam-

paign against Pakistan in the
Super 12 stage at  the 
Sharjah Cricket Stadium on
October 26.

New Zealand will play
India three days later at the
Dubai International Stadium.

Besides Afghanistan, there
will be two qualifiers from
Round 1 in Group 2 of the
Super 12 stage. 

Australia, England, South
Africa and the West Indies
along with two qualifiers will
form Group 1 in Super 12s. 

The T20 World Cup will
start in the UAE and Oman on
Sunday with the final sched-
uled to be held here on on
November 14. 
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The six-nation Nordic group
of European soccer feder-

ations have detailed their oppo-
sition to FIFA’s push to stage the
World Cup every two years.

Increasing the number of
World Cups would “cannibal-
ize” existing competitions,
make European
Championships “obsolete” and
marginalize women’s tourna-
ments, the federations wrote in
a co-signed statement.

“It (the FIFA proposal) can
fundamentally make it impos-
sible to continue with our cur-
rent model of national tourna-
ments and national team
matches,” said the statement,
which was released after a
meeting in Copenhagen,
Denmark.

The Nordic opposition
wasn’t unexpected with influ-
ential officials from the region
working at European governing
body UEFA, which has called
for “proper consultation” before
a decision is made. Karl-Erik 

Nilsson of Sweden is
UEFA’s first vice president and
Danish soccer president Jesper
Møller is a UEFA executive
committee member.

Still, most of the Nordics
meet FIFA’s target market of
national teams which typical-
ly are not at the World Cup and
might vote to get twice as
many chances to qualify.

Finland and the Faeroe

Islands have never qualified,
Iceland’s appearance in 2018
was its first and Norway has not
played at the World Cup since
1998.

On Tuesday, Denmark
became the second European
nation to advance to the 2022
tournament in Qatar. Sweden
leads its qualifying group ahead
of Spain.

The Nordic group also said

FIFA should not try to rush
through such radical changes.

Outside Europe, the bien-
nial plan has been publicly sup-
ported by soccer bodies most
loyal to FIFA president Gianni
Infantino — in Africa and
with Asian soccer federations
allied with Saudi Arabia.

FIFA, which already
expanded the World Cup to 48
teams starting in 2026, says
biennial tournaments will raise
money and fuel soccer devel-
opment, help close the gap on
European and South American
dominance, and give players
and fans more meaningful
games to watch.

“The Nordic football asso-
ciations will work with con-
structive amendments to make
football prosper further in
other regions, but this should
not be at the cost of successful
developments in Europe,” the
six nations said. FIFA has said
it is still consulting soccer
organizations but it could make
a decision in December when
its 211 members meet.
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Indian golfer Aditi Ashok card-
ed a two-under 70 to be

placed Tied-13th after the sec-
ond round of the Aramco Team
Series here.

Another Indian, Tvesa
Malik (74-72), was T-37th.
World No. 1 Nelly Korda (69-66)
was on top of the individual
standings.

Alison Lee, also from the
US, was second with cards of 69
and 67. Three players, Pia
Babnik (68-69), Danielle Kang
(68-69) and Lindsay Weaver
(71-66), were tied for third.

In the team competition,
Team Ashok, which includes Pia
Babnik, Marta Sanz Barrio and
amateur S Keogh, was lying T-
13, alongside the group led by
Korda at 21-under.

Tvesa, who is part of Team
Salas, led by LPGA player,
Lizzette Salas, was T-26 at 14-
under.

Korda sisters, Jessica and
Nelly, were in lead in the Team
and individual standings respec-
tively.

The leaders in Team event,
were the ones led by Bronte Law,
whose partners are Kelsey
McDonald, Amy Boulden and J
Ziegler. They shot 16-under-par
in the second round to be 31-
under.

The quartet of Bronte Law,
Kelsey Macdonald, Amy
Boulden and amateur Jordan
Ziegler have gelled together
nicely throughout this week
and sit in pole position on 31-
under-par heading into the final
day.

One stroke behind the lead-
ers in second place is Team Pace,
which also fired a round of 16-
under with no bogeys.

Three teams are tied for
third at the end of the second
day with Team Jessica Korda,
Team Strom and Team Popov all
on 29-under-par.
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Harmanpreet, Rodrigues shine for Melbourne
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Pedri signs new deal with ‘greatest club’ Barcelona Northern European countries oppose biennial World Cup plan
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Next year’s Formula One season will
feature 23 races and open in Bahrain

rather than its traditional start in
Australia, with Singapore and Canada
returning after two straight cancellations
amid the coronavirus pandemic.

The 2022 calendar was approved by
governing body FIA’s World Motor Sport
Council on Friday.

The Bahrain Grand Prix in Sakhir on
March 20 will be followed by the second
hosting of the Saudi Arabia GP in Jeddah
and then the Australian GP in Melbourne
on April 10.

The season then jumps to Europe two
weeks later for the Emilia Romagna GP
in Italy (subject to contract approval) and
then to the United States for the Miami
GP on May 8 (subject to circuit approval

by the FIA).
“We prepare to enter a new era with

brand new regulations and cars for next
year that are designed to create closer rac-
ing,” F1 president Stefano Domenicali
said.

The Spanish GP on May 22 (also
subject to contract approval) is fol-
lowed by the showcase Monaco race one
week later before F1 goes to Baku in
Azerbaijan on June 12. 

Then, Canada returns one week later
after the race was canceled for the sec-
ond straight year and replaced by Turkey.

A large European swing then features
the British GP at Silverstone earlier
than usual on July 3 followed by races in
Austria (July 10), France (July 24) and
Hungary (July 31) as the usual last race
before the four-week midseason break.

The Belgian GP in Spa on Aug. 28
kicks off the second half of the season as
is customary, followed by the hugely pop-
ular Dutch GP in Zandvoort (Sept. 4) and
the iconic Italian GP in Monza the fol-
lowing week.

There’s a two-week gap before the
Russian GP in Sochi on Sept. 25 and
Singapore on Oct. 2 (subject to contract
approval) for the first time since 2019
after the street race was canceled this year
and last amid the pandemic.
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Mahendra Singh Dhoni in
his inimitable style kept

questions on his IPL retirement
open-ended but did admit that
a lot of things will depend on
the kind of retention policy that
BCCI puts in place for the big
auction next year.

Dhoni, who is set to join
the Indian team as ‘Mentor’ for
the T20 World Cup, spoke
about how he would like to cre-
ate a roadmap for the next 10
years of IPL that Chennai
Super Kings will be playing.

When asked if he was
proud to have left a legacy
behind in the 12 seasons for
CSK, Dhoni assured his million
fans with a wide grin, “Still I
haven’t left behind....”

But he said that he hasn’t
decided how he would fit into
the retention scheme of things.

“Again I’ve said it before, it
depends on BCCI. With two
new teams coming in......We
have to decide what is good for
CSK,” the skipper said after his
team won the fourth IPL title
by beating Kolkata Knight
Riders in the final.

“It’s not about me being
there in top-three or four. It’s
about making a strong core to
ensure the franchise doesn’t
suffer. The core group, we have
to have a hard look to see who
can contribute for the next 10
years,” he added. 

Dhoni was happy that a lot

of individual match-winners
have got CSK to their fourth
trophy.

“We had match winners
coming game after game and
doing really well. Every final is
special, if you look at stats, we
may say we’re the most consis-
tent team to lose the final too.
I feel it’s important to come
back strong, especially in the
knockouts,” he said.

Dhoni also made it clear
that he is not very much into
team meetings as the average
attention span during these
meetings are 20 minutes.

“Frankly no chats, we
don’t talk a lot (meetings). It’s
more one-on-one, our practice
sessions are meeting sessions.
The moment you get into a
team room, it brings about dif-
ferent pressure. Our practice
sessions have been good.”

The ‘Thala’ had a message

for the CSK fans.
“I would love to thank

the fans, wherever we’ve
played, even when we were in
South Africa, we’ve always
had a good number of CSK
fans. That is what you crave
for. Thanks to all of them, it
feels like we’re playing in
Chennai. Hopefully we’ll be
back in Chennai for the fans.” 

He a lso at  the star t
praised KKR for a fine show
as they came back from two
points in seven games to
reach the final which is an
achievement in itself.

“Before I start talking
about CSK, need to talk about
KKR. Difficult to come back
and do what they have, if any
team deserved to win the
IPL, it’s KKR. Huge credit to
the coaches, team and sup-
port staff. The break really
helped them.”
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BCCI President and former
captain Sourav Ganguly on

Saturday said the Indian crick-
et team under Virat Kohli has
all the talent to be considered
a legitimate contender for the
T20 World Cup and it only
needs to show a bit of maturi-
ty to claim the trophy.

India will open their T20
World Cup campaign 
against arch-rivals Pakistan on
October 24.

“So, you don’t become
champions easily and you just
don’t become champions just
by stepping into a tournament,
so they have to get through the
process, they have to show
maturity,” Ganguly said when
asked what India needs to do
to win the title.

“...They all have the talent,
they all have the skill to score
runs and take wickets at this
level. They just have to be
mentally in good space to win
the World Cup,” the flamboy-
ant former left-handed batter
quipped.

Ganguly said the side
should focus on winning every
game instead of targetting the
title straight up.

“...(the) title is only won
when the finals are finished. So,
you have a lot of cricket to be
played before that and I think
India should focus (on) every
game, India should focus on
winning every game and just

taking it from there and not
think about the title at the
start,” he said.

“They (India) will always
be contenders in whatever
competition they play in and
the challenge for them is to be
at peace with themselves, focus
on the process rather than the
results because the most tough-
est thing and the most wrong
thing to do is when you take
guard and you think I am here
to win the World Cup.

“...What is important is to
play the next ball which is com-
ing out of the hand and keep
doing that till you get to the
finals,” he added.

The former skipper was
speaking after Games24x7, a
multi-game platform launched
a new campaign -- titled ‘Game
Ke Deewane’ -- for the upcom-
ing ICC T20 World Cup, on its
fantasy sports platform,
‘My11Circle’.

&��� 9.,��.4%(

India’s batting stalwart and
former captain Rahul
Dravid is all set to take

over as the national cricket
team’s head coach following
the T20 World Cup in the
UAE, having agreed to the
BCCI’s offer after initial reluc-
tance.

The 48-year-old Dravid,
one of the greatest ever to have
played for India, has been in
charge of the national ‘A’ and
U-19 set-up for the past six
years and a lot of players such
as Rishabh Pant, 

Avesh Khan, Prithvi Shaw,
Hanuma Vihari,  and
Shubman Gill have come
through the system prepared
by him.

He currently heads the
National Cricket Academy in
Bengaluru and was in Dubai

during the just-concluded IPL
to meet his former teammate
and BCCI President Sourav
Ganguly and Board secretary
Jay Shah for an elaborate dis-
cussion.

“Yes, Rahul has agreed to
coach the Indian team till
2023 World Cup. Initially, he
was reluctant but it is under-
stood that president Sourav
Ganguly and secretary Jay
Shah had a meeting with
Rahul on the sidelines of the
IPL final where they were
able to convince him,” a BCCI
official told PTI on conditions
of anonymity.

“It won’t be an interim
role,” he added.

In Dubai when he was
asked about the development
ahead of the T20 World Cup,
India captain Virat Kohli said
he has “no idea exactly what’s
happening”.

“No idea exactly what’s
happening on that front. No
detailed discussion with any-
one yet,”  Kohli  said on
Saturday when asked about
Dravid’s appointment.

Dravid’s trusted lieutenant
Paras Mhambrey is expected
to be the bowling coach while
Vikram Rathour is likely to
continue as batting coach.

However, it is under-
stood that the BCCI will
nonetheless give an
advertisement for the
position to ensure that
due process is followed. 

The Board has to
form a Cricket Advisory
Committee (CAC),
which would be man-
dated to complete the
process as prescribed
by the Lodha reforms.

The Board man-
darins are mulling on

how to make the best use of 
Dravid’s vast knowledge of

talent resource in Indian
cricket and his role may be a
more holistic one rather than
just being confined to the
chief coach of the national
team.

While India A or U-19
teams would have their

respective coaches, the BCCI
could well make Dravid,

the head of all coaches, to
whom all the cricketing
departments, along with
the NCA staff, report.

When Ganguly
took charge of BCCI,
he had spoken to the
media about the syn-
ergy he wanted
between the nation-
al team, age-group
team as well as NCA

which is the centre of
excellence.

Having seen incumbent
Ravi Shastri achieve a lot of
success, the BCCI was always
keen on appointing an Indian
coach but there were only a
few of stature. Shastri’s tenure
ends with the T20 World Cup.

One former Indian cap-
tain and stalwart had refused
to become the coach in the
current team set-up as Virat
Kohli still remains the Test
and ODI captain.

It is learnt that bigger
names were wary of coaching
a team where Kohli had most-
ly called the shots till the
Australia tour earlier this year.

The dynamics have
changed ever since as the
team out-maneuvered a
stronger Australia in the
absence of Kohli, who was on
paternity leave at that time.

Shastri was in charge of
the side at a fee of Rs 8.5 crore

and it is understood that the
BCCI is offering Dravid a
significant hike, which will be
more than his NCA remuner-
ation as well as Shastri’s cur-
rent pay cheque.

Also Dravid, who had in
earlier years said no because
of his young family, is expect-
ed to contribute in a broader
manner.

Dravid’s elder son Samit
has made a name for himself
as a batter in the Karnataka’s
age-group circle.

The basic idea behind
having the Dravid-Mhambrey
combination in the Indian
team set-up is to ensure that
in another two years, when
the transition in the current
team happens, the changing of
nucleus is smooth.

“Rohit will be 35 next
year, Virat is days away from
his 33rd birthday. Apart from

them Mohammed Shami,
Ishant Sharma, Cheteshwar
Pujara, and Ajinkya Rahane
are all fantastic players but at
some point during next two
years, they will be phased
out.

“The players who are set
to come in are mostly from
the U-19 set-up. 

So it’s imperative that
Dravid is appointed,” the
source said. Also the fact that
BCCI always wanted someone
of real stature.

There culd have been
none better than India’s sec-
ond highest run-getter in Test
cricket (13,288 runs), who
also has nearly 11,000 (10,889)
runs in ODI cricket.It is
expected that BCCI will com-
plete the formalities of his
appointment before the start
of the New Zealand series in
India from November 17.
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India captain Virat Kohli
on Saturday played down

the “hype” surrounding the
high-profile upcoming T20
World Cup game against
Pakistan, saying it’s “just
another match for us”
despite the ridiculously high
demand for tickets.

India have never lost to
their arch-rivals in either
ODI or T20 World Cup
games and Pakistan skipper
Babar Azam has said that
they are confident of beating
their neighbours on October
24. Kohli however, when
asked about the match, did-
n’t take the bait to make tall
claims. “I honestly never felt
so,” Kohli said when asked if
it feels different whenever
India meets its neighbouring
country.

“I have just approached
this game as another game of
cricket and I know there is
a lot of hype around this
game, more so with ticket
sales and demands of tick-
ets,” the Indian captain, who
has had some great perfor-

mances against Pakistan
added.

On a lighter
note, Kohli said that he has
refused a lot of friends who
have asked for tickets.
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Indian captain Virat Kohli
on Saturday said he has “no

idea exactly what’s happen-
ing” when asked about the
legendary Rahul Dravid
being in line to be the team’s
head coach after the T20
World Cup. Batting great
and former captain Dravid is
all set to take over as the
national cricket team’s head
coach following the T20
World Cup, having agreed to
the BCCI’s offer after initial
reluctance to succeed incum-
bent Ravi Shastri.

“No idea exactly what’s
happening on that front. No
detailed discussion with any-
one yet,” Kohli said when
asked about Dravid’s
appointment. The India skip-
per was speaking during a
captains’ media session
ahead of the T20 World Cup
that begins in the UAE and
Oman with the first round
matches on Sunday.

The 48-year-old Dravid,
one of the greatest ever to
have played for India, has
been in charge of the nation-
al ‘A’ and U-19 set-up for the
past six years and a lot of
p l aye rs
such as
Rishabh
Pant, 

A v e s h
Khan, Prithvi Shaw,
Hanuma Vihari, and
Shubman Gill have come
through the system prepared
by him.

Dubai: His mere presence
aside, Indian team mentor
Mahendra Singh Dhoni’s “eye
for intricate details” and “prac-
tical advice” will help in
enhancing the confidence of
the squad in the T20 World
Cup here, captain Virat Kohli
said on Saturday. 

Iconic former captain
Dhoni was last month brought
in as mentor of India’s 15-
member T20 World Cup squad
by the BCCI, a move that took
everyone by surprise.

During a pre-tournament
media interaction organised by
the ICC, Kohli, who is still chas-
ing a world title as skipper of the
Indian team, expressed his
delight at Dhoni’s appointment.
“He has got massive experience.
He is quite excited himself to be
back in that environment. He
has always been a mentor for all
of us when we were starting our
careers through till the time he
was with the team,” Kohli said
during the
media ses-
sion. 

PTI
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Former India all-rounder
Ajit Agarkar believes that

stakes are always high when
India and Pakistan play
together in a World Cup. He
also said that Pakistan may not
pose much of a challenge,
taking into consideration the
form of the Indian team and
statistics.

“The stakes are always
high when India and Pakistan
play together but going by
Team India’s current form and

taking the stats into consider-
ation, I don’t think Pakistan
will pose that much of a chal-
lenge. Having said that, I don’t
think we should take our
neighbours lightly because
cricket is a funny game, and
things can change at any
moment, especially in the T20
format,” Agarkar told on ‘Class
of 2007’ show on Star Sports.

Talking about the 2007
World Cup, which India won
after defeating Pakistan by five
runs in the final, Agarkar said,
“The entire tournament (2007

T20 World Cup) was a dream
tour for us. We never thought
a bunch of youngsters could
achieve such a feat, that too
against Pakistan. I think the
India-Pakistan rivalry always
brings a tidal wave of emotions
and is one the most anticipat-
ed clashes in the World Cup.”

Meanwhile, former pacer
Irfan Pathan recalled why the
bowl-out match, which India
won in the group stage against
Pakistan in Durban, is his
most memorable match from
the tournament.
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The COVID-19 has changed the way we
live and go about doing our daily
chores. This also includes how we look
for ways to entertain ourselves. The dig-
ital world has exploded and this means

how we listen to music as well. From listening to
artistes perform live to watching them online,
today the world is a different place.

Rohit Kaul, head, HCL Digital Concerts tells
you that when they had started with Baithak,
Baithak US and Soundscapes the journey has been
an interesting one since they started holding dig-
ital concerts in March last year. 

“When we started last year, we never thought
we would end up holding so many concerts online.
The 100 milestone is truly amazing. We never
anticipated that more than 80 million would watch
these shows. It has been enriching and gratifying
as well. We have not only been able to showcase
legends of the industry in our concerts but also
many upcoming artistes,” Kaul says.

He tells you that what they had not planned
for was to get a certain number of viewership or
how many concerts to hold or if there is an end
date to it.

“However, with each of these platforms, be it
Baithak or Soundscapes, the attempt has been to
target a certain type of fans or present  to them
a certain type of artist. The idea is to also constant-
ly want new platforms and look at new ways on
how we can take different type of artistes to our
audiences,” Kaul tells you.

Interestingly, holding virtually concerts was
not something new to Kaul and his team. They
had been organising live streaming of their con-
certs even during pre-COVID-19 times. 

“We had been streaming our live concerts dig-
itally as well. This helped us when we had to quick-
ly go digital. We had requested from the artist
community wanting to know what could be done
since physical concerts had come to a standstill.
Our response was quick due to the learning we
had. Along the way, they were several leaning. The

positive was that we understood the power of dig-
ital space. We also, understood that there was need
for physical concerts too. We learnt small tech-
nical details as well. We learnt what the audiences
like and give feedback to the artists,” Kaul
recounts.

He tells you that now that things are easing
up and COVID-19 numbers are coming down,
they will hold their concerts in a combination —
online and offline. “Of course, we still have to and
should follow COVID-19 protocols.We will wait
a bit longer before we go offline. Our digital model
will continue though,” Kaul says.

Sitar maestro Purbayan Chatterjee, who was
accompanied by Satyajit Talwalkar on the tabla
and Farooque Latif Khan on the sarangi,  and per-

formed at the 100 th digital HCL concert has an
interesting viewpoint. He tells you that virtual is
becoming more and more real.

“In the interest of moving ahead instead of
living in denial, we must embrace things. It is bet-
ter to go with the times. Things are easing up and
now we can go to a studio to hold a virtual con-
cert. So many things have become virtual. We are
ordering food on app. It is not that we are losing
human touch. The human element — the person
who created that app — is still there. When we
chat over a video call, there are people at each end.
That is not going to go away,” Chatterjee explains.

His choice of piece for the 100 th milestone
was an interesting one well. He chose a piece that
had an upbeat feel to it. “Since it was a celebra-
tion, I decided to go with raag Maru Bihag; it is
very melodious and this was a happy occasion. I
introduced sarangi which first is very auspicious
and the instrument is quintessentially very Indian
instruments. I wanted to promote this instrument.
Also, HCL stands for going back to our roots hence
I chose something that would have that happy tone
to it,” Chatterjee says. However, he is not new to
performing virtually. In the past too, he had done
virtual shows including live performance.

“Even when there was no COIVD-19 we had
a virtual show for World Music Day. We did a jugal
bandhi with Kaushiki Chakraborty which was shot
in Delhi for a virtual audinece. What I had not
thought of was that I would be only doing virtu-
al shows. But things are slowly coming back on
track — with live perfomance and audiences,”
Chatterjee tells you.

Even last year, when things had eased, things
were looking up. There was a full house for a fes-
tival I did in Odisha, I did a couple of shows in
Mumbai and there was good attendance. I
recently did a show in Chennai and people had
turned up in good numbers. I have a show in
Mumbai next month. Let’s see how that turns out
to be. With vaccination drive doing well, fear
among people is slowly easing,” Chatterjee says.
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�What is Jihad about?
This film is not a typical

commercial masala Bollywood
kind of a movie. It has been
specifically made for the inter-
national festival circuits. It is a
drama film made on the ongo-
ing terrorism in Kashmir. When
we talk about jihad, it simply
means to kill the anger and not
to kill innocent people in the
name of God. This film revolves
around a militant whose path
crosses with a vulnerable
Kashmiri Pandit girl — Bhawna.
She is four months pregnant and
a widow. What happens next is
what Jihad is all about.
�What attracted you to the
project?

As an actor, I have always
wanted to pursue realistic cine-
ma and take up projects with
good subjects which have pro-
found scripts and challenging
roles where I can portray my act-
ing skills. I never wanted to take
up a film just for the sake of play-
ing a character even if it was a

big production banner. Art and
quality is what drives me. After
narration of Jihad by director
Rakesh Parmar sir I was so
absorbed in the story that I said
yes. Also, it was a great oppor-
tunity for me to be part of a mes-
sage-oriented film. 
�Why said yes to the charac-
ter?

After Bhawna loses her hus-
band, who was shot dead by mil-
itants, she is depressed and fac-
ing many obstacles all alone. It
is a strong character. She is a lov-
ing person but at the same time
she is strong and has the ability
to change someone’s life. It is not
a glamorous role and that
attracted me.
�Were there challenges to
your role?

I had to get the dialect cor-
rect and trained for it; I took
classes for it. I interacted with the
locals to see how they sit, talk,
walk and eat. I wore loose fitting
Kashmir clothes. We were shoot-
ing in dangerous areas of the

Valley; we got threats as well.
There were many safety proto-
cols we followed.
� You are a singer and an
actor from Dubai. How did you
get into Hindi cinema?

I have been exposed to
Hindi cinema since childhood.
I did my acting course at New
York Academy and Anupam
Kher’s Actor Prepares. Then
auditions for Jihad were happen-
ing which I give a shot at. 
� You are looking to launch
music in Hindi and English.
Tell us about that.

The first Hindi single was
launched by Mika Singh’s Music
and Sound. Then I released a
song on my YouTube channel.
But I have been working on a lot
of projects including one with
Mika. 
� You also produced a short
film Karb. What is it about?

It is about woman empow-
erment and stressing the need
for women to get equal oppor-
tunity to education.
�What are your upcoming
projects?

I have been getting offers but
I am taking it easy because of the
COVID-19. I am looking for
quality over quantity for now.
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�What will we see in this season of Sa Re Ga
Ma Pa?

The show has always stood for being an
outstanding platform — for youngsters, musi-
cians of the future and supremely talented
singers from various genres, various voice tex-
tures and various backgrounds. It is going to be
a very interesting show. 
�You have judged the show earlier as well.
How has the calibre of candidates changed

and evolved?
I am coming back to this show after

almost nine years. You can make out
that the youth of today realise the
magnitude of the show. Probably nine
years back, the level, where the show
can reach and what can become of
you was well understood and they
work even harder now. They are well-

prepared. They know that they have to make
an impression the first time. So, they put in
their heart and soul into music. The perfection,
the talent and the way they present it is amaz-
ing. We have just finished the auditions and
looks like a grand gala already. 
�What is the biggest challenge when it
comes to judging?

The way we judge, what we look for is indi-
viduality. There are times when some voices try
to impersonate another even when that origi-
nal singer is there. I don’t think this excites us
as much as a voice that is a new species of
flower — a voice that is unique. There is a
contestant, whose voice has a texture that
takes you back to the black and white era.
She is a tiny little girl and she sounds like a
Begum Akhtar or a Noor Jahan and that
totally shocks you. I get excited by hearing
voices that are not generic. 
�You also mentor. What do you tell
them?
Lot of things actually. It is difficult to talk

about technicalities in print. There are certain

things that they miss out on like breathing tech-
nique and pitching a note. There are ways to
approach a single note — you can take the help
of another note or pitch this note directly. This
is difficult to explain in words. This is what we
have to guide me in.
�How has the music industry changed since
you came?

Music industry is like the fashion indus-
try. It is like food choice; how life is. The only
constant in life is change. Things and tastes
keep changing. Love for a particular genre
comes up, some die down some stay longer.
All this has got a soul — which is the melody,
the arrangement, lyrics and the way you
deliver the song. If these elements are strong,
it is here to stay for a long time. Some of the
artists are doing great job today and people
are loving it.
�You have done so many films, a project/
song close to your heart?

It has to be Breathless. This is because it has
given me the face and made me what I am
today. When I look back at my journey of 30
years, there have been several milestones like
Mission Kashmir, Dil Chahata Hai and Bunty
Aur Bubli. There isn’t a singer or composer who
has not had some misses. Some songs survive
even when the film tanked. I have seen a gamut
of emotions in music. I have done different
music over the years and enjoyed each one.
�What next can we expect from you — this
year?

There is lots of stuff happening. We just
released Toofan. Then there is Bunty Aur Bubli
2, there is Prithviraj; these are two huge Yash
Raj projects. There is Yudhra directed by Ravi
Udyawar that we are working on. Then we are
working on Meghna Gulzar’s biopic on Field
Marshal Sam Manekshaw. We are working on
Zoya’s project. There are a lot of non-filmi col-
laborations as well. My academy is teaching
classical music to people in 80 countries.
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‘I GET EXCITED
BY HEARING
VOICES THAT
ARE NOT GENERIC’

SHANKAR MAHADEVAN

‘I GET EXCITED
BY HEARING
VOICES THAT
ARE NOT GENERIC’
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Eating out is a part of life, be it for
leisure or due to travel. However, the
more frequently you eat out, the
more calories you ingest, getting
heavier in the bargain. You don’t

need me to tell you that, you know it already.
Besides, every time you eat out, you ruin

your happiness guessing, wishing you knew
everything you were wolfing down-fat, calo-
ries, sodium, etc. and wondering if you had
made a wrong choice and sabotaged your
heart’s health yet again. 

Faced with an extensive tempting menu, it’s
easy to get carried away and forget all about
healthy eating, but making healthier choices
need not be a nightmare. Let me show you
how.
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Here is a brief ‘eating out manual’ to help

you navigate these four very popular cuisines
when you go out to enjoy them the next time.

Italian 
Here the basics are trim and healthy but

the offenders to look out for are surplus oil,
cream and butter (which are poured freely into
most dishes). 

Are you wondering what to pick then?
Learn to differentiate between Northern and
Southern Italian cuisines. Southern Italy tradi-
tionally follows a Mediterranean diet, which is
rich in grains, fruits and vegetables, contains
very little meat and uses olive oil in place of
butter. Northern Italian cuisine, on the other
hand, is heavy on the beef, butter and cream.
Start with plain Italian bread rather than but-
tered garlic bread. Be careful of fresh Italian
bread soaked with deliciously flavoured olive
oil too. Salads can be a good starter and filler
but make sure that you ask for the dressing and
vinegar on the side. An all-vegetable antipasto,
insalata-green salad, Panzanella, a tomato and
mozzarella salad and fish in cartoccio are some
good options. Do you want to eat pasta? Then
skip cheese-filled ones in favour of those with
red clam sauce or meat sauce. Classic pasta
with marinara sauce is a lean choice. And if
you want to have a heavier entrée like lasagne,
then have only half of it. At the end of the
meal, skip the dessert, resist the cannoli or
cream-filled pastry and have a decaf cappucci-
no, made with low fat milk or have fresh fruit. 

Mexican 
In Mexican cuisine, the common offenders

to look out for are enchiladas (tortillas fried in
oil) and tacos (deep-fried tortillas),
chimichangas, chilli rellenos, tostadas and flau-
tas-all of them are deep fried. Cheese and sour
cream toppings add extra fat and calories, so

do the side-dishes like chips and nachos. 
Are you wondering what to pick then?

Take your cue from the names of the menu
items. Foods that are prepared ‘asada’ are
grilled, which is a non-fat cooking process.
‘Fajitas’ are made up of grilled meat or chicken.
Use salsa on your main course instead of sour
cream and cheese, as ‘salsa’ made with tomato,
onion, chillies and herbs is virtually fat-free
and bursting with vitamins A and C. Be
extremely careful of the portion size. Choose
the dessert carefully-a fruit plate of mangoes,
guavas and papaya tastes as good and is far less
calorie-dense than sopapillas (deep-fried sweet
pastries) or fried ice cream. 

Greek 
Greek food is super healthy and comprises

of grains, fruits and vegetables, olive oil and
very little meat. Sauces are based on wine,
stocks, tomato and yoghurt, rather than milk
or cream. Lentils, beans and vegetables are
commonly used in soups, appetizers and main
courses. So far so good, but still, you can’t be
careful enough. 

Are you wondering what to pick? The sig-
nature of a Greek salad, the ‘Greek’ olives and
feta cheese, are very high in sodium, so go
easy. You can even ask to have the feta rinsed
before it is served to limit your sodium intake.
Be wary of taramasalata, a delicious, though
calorie-rich, cream-based dip. Instead, have
pita bread spread with a yoghurt-based dip like
tzatziki, made with yoghurt, garlic and cucum-
ber. Breadsticks dipped in hummus (sesame
paste and chickpeas) or baba ghanoush (egg-
plant and olive oil) are other good options. For
soup, skip the better-known avgolemono soup,
which has a lemon and egg base and go for
torato, chilled eggplant, peppers and yoghurt
soup as this has more fibre and less cholesterol.
If you’re watching your fat and cholesterol
numbers, then pass up moussaka and pastitsio
casseroles made from eggs and cheese, and opt
for grilled or broiled meat, poultry or seafood. 

Some more good options are fish in ‘plaki’
sauce (broiled with tomato sauce and garlic),
souvlaki (lamb marinated in lemon juice, olive
oil and herbs, and then skewered and grilled)
and dolmas (grape leaves stuffed with ground
meat, rice and pine nuts). These are all
steamed or baked dishes. And if you will sim-
ply perish without baklava for dessert, remem-
ber that the usual single portion size can serve
two or three people more than adequately.
Therefore, order accordingly. 

Chinese 
Chinese food has its share of offenders-

hefty sodium content, high fat and big portion
sizes, usually due to the Indianization of the

Chinese recipes-the so-called ‘Indian Chinese
food’ (because traditional Chinese cooking is
rather light and healthy). 

Are you wondering what to pick? Oyster,
black bean and soy sauces are full of sodium
and monosodium glutamate (MSG). Look out
for these words on the menu card and don’t
hesitate to ask the chef about the ingredients
before ordering anything. Deep fat frying is
very common, especially in the appetizers, so
go easy on fried wontons and egg or spring
rolls. Instead, try steamed egg or spring rolls.
Order steamed white rice or plain noodles
instead of the fried versions (steamed Chinese
brown rice is tasty and filling). Be wary of the
word ‘crispy’ as this indicates that the dish is
usually deep-fried, as is most of the meat in
any dish labelled ‘sweet and sour’. Instead,
choose a roasted or grilled meat with the sweet
and sour sauce on the side (always order sauce
on the side and just drizzle some on top). 

Eat the way the Chinese really do to stay
healthy for the long haul-eat a lot of vegetables.
Besides, nowhere else do vegetables taste as
delicious as they do in Chinese dishes. Always
start with a soup, especially a vegetable base
one and round off with a cup of Chinese tea to
help wash all the food down. 

Excerpted with permission from The Don’t -
Diet Plan: A no-nonsense guide to weight loss

by Kavita Devgan, Rupa, Rs 295
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Are you diabetic? 
Look for high fibre, low-fat dishes. A few
great choices are beans, peas and lentils,
and dark green vegetables like broccoli,
cabbage, spinach and kale. Choose whole
grain foods like brown rice, whole wheat
bread and pasta and opt for fruits.
Everyone, including people with diabetes,
should eat three servings of fruit a day. 

Are you watching your heart? 
Skip foods high in saturated fat-foods that
are fried or have a crispy coating, cream-
based soups and salad dressings, and
creamy cheese sauces and gravies. Don’t
add extra salt anything. 

Are you watching your waist? 
All the above rules apply. Also watch your
portions, skip the desserts and go slow on
carbs (breads). Load up on fibre (salad
and grains) and protein (lean cuts). 

Do you have a long day ahead? 
Add nuts to your salad and an olive oil-
based dressing; have a decent-sized
helping of whole wheat bread or brown
rice and substantial amounts of grilled
chicken or fish.
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There is a quaint little village
near Raipur in Chhattisgarh
that is said to be the parental
home of Mata Kaushalya,
Raja Dashrath’s wife and

mother of Lord Ram. In the village is
the only temple in the world that is
dedicated to her. The region was said
to be a part of Dakshin Kaushal or
Kaushal raaj, where Mata Kaushalya
came from. 

Taking pride in being his maternal
home, people of the state see Ram as
the nephew of the land (bhanja in
Hindi). It is said that Ram spent 10 out
of 14 years of his exile in the forests of
Dakshin Kaushal. 

The people of the region, in fact,
have unique tradition binds the mama
and bhanja together in a deeper and
reverent way. In honour of Lord Ram,
even today, the people put the nephew
on a pedestal and, irrespective of the
age, the uncle (mama) pays obeisance
to the nephew (bhanja) instead of the
other way around. 

And now for the very first time, the
Chhattisgarh government has taken it
upon itself to mark the trail and pro-
mote it as a tourism circuit. Called
Ram Van Gaman Paripath (RGVP),
this circuit will cover nine spots along
the forested route taken by Lord Ram,
before he entered Maharashtra. 

Covering a length of 3,000 kms, the
Chhattisgarh section of the path starts
from Koria district in the north to
Sukma in the southern-most part of
the state. The nine sites that make a
part of the first phase include:
Sitamarhi-Harchowka, Ramgarh,
Shivrinarayan, Turturiya, Chandkhuri,
Rajim, Sihawa, Jagdalpur and
Ramaram.

It is believed Lord Ram entered
Chhattisgarh from Sitamarhi-
Harchauka area in Koriya district.
Located on the banks of Mawai River,
the Seetamadhi-Harchauka’s cave hous-
es 17 chambers in it. A structure
marked Sita ki rasoi is indicative of
their stay here, believe the locals.
People also believe that Ram wor-
shipped the Shivling during his stay in
the cave.

Moving onward with his journey,
Ram left Ghaghra and arrived at
Kotadol, crossing the Ramgarh hills in
Sarguja district. Ramgarh is known for
Sita Bengra and Jogimara caves. The
locals believe Lord Ram spent a few
days of his exile along with Mata Sita
and brother Lakshman in these caves.
The caves also find a mention in
Kalidasa’s famous piece of literary art
Meghdootam. Ramgarh is also
renowned for one of the oldest
‘natyashala’ (amphitheatre) where
Meghdootam was composed.

The next location is where Lord
Ram is said to have accepted the
berries offered by Shabari. It is said
that Sharbari (a tribal woman) had
tasted the berries one by one to ensure
that she fed only the sweetest ones to
Ram. Called Shivrinarayan, the loca-
tion is a now small town located at the
Triveni Sangam (the intersection of 3

rivers) — Shivnath, Jonk and
Mahanadi in the Janjgir Champa dis-
trict. 

The village of Turturiya is where
Rishi Valmiki had his ashram. The
ashram is said to be where Sita gave
birth to the twins, Luv and Kush. This
place is of great religious and cultural
significance as it here where Maharishi
Valmiki is said to written his epic work,
Ramayana, that brought the legend of
Ram to the world.

Chandkhuri sits in the middle of
the trail. As you move south, you come
to Rajim, where Lord Ram is said to
have spent some time of his exile in the
ashram of Rishi Lomash. Rajim is
located at the confluence of the
Mahanadi, Sondhur and Pairi rivers
and is also known as the Prayag of
Chhattisgarh. The Shivling, believed to
have been established by Mata Sita, is
now housed inside the famous
Kuleshwar Mahadev temple. It is said
that even today during the floods, the
Shivling does not get submerged.

Sihawa, the revered place of Sapt
rishis (seven sages) is the place of ori-
gin of the divine Mahanadi River.
According to a folklore, Lord Ram
spent a significant amount of his time
at this place meeting and consulting
the seven great sages — namely Shringi
Rishi, Muchkund Rishi, Agastya Rishi,
Angira Rishi, Kankar Rishi,
Sharabhang Rishi and Gautama Rishi. 

In Jagdalpur are situated the his-
toric Kutumsar Caves, where Lord Ram

is said to have spent considerable time.
Located in the famous Bastar district,
Jagdalpur was the capital of the erst-
while princely state of Bastar. Even
today, a 500-year-old festival, ‘Bastar
Dussehra’, is held that runs for 75 days
a year. 

The ninth destination in the trail is
Ramaram in the Sukma district. This is
where Lord Ram is said to have wor-
shipped Bhoomi Devi, a Hindu deity
representing the earth. It is believed
that you can see the footprints of Lord
Ram even today. 

The entire trail can be covered over

a period of 10 days, shared Anbalagan
P, Secretary Tourism, Chhattisgarh.
According to him, these are only nine
of the 75 locations on the trail that the
state plans to develop over time. 

The state is also looking at hosting
several festivals to push tourism in the
state over the next few years, shared
the State Chief Minis, Bhupesh Baghel.
“We want the tourists to experience the
state hospitality and view it as a reli-
gious, cultural and ethnic tourist desti-
nation,” he said. 

It was with this objective that the
Chhattisgarh Tourism Board held a

grand launch of the trail on the first
day of Navratras. A 51-feet high statue
of Ram set against the ancient Mata
Kaushalya temple was unveiled. The
temple complex wears a grand look fol-
lowing the beautification drive under-
taken by the government. 

The grand event, curated by
Yasmin Kidwai of Springbox Films
laong with Brandwidth Events, saw a
musical opening dedicated to Lord
Ram. Local as well as famous national
artistes, such as Shankar Mahadevan,
Indian Ocean, Kabir Café, Sukriti Sen
and V.Unbeatable, participated in the
event that was heavily attended by the
locals. Noted actor Ashish Vidyarthi
played the emcee of the evening. A 3-D
film showcasing Ram’s story and con-
nect with Chhattisgarh was also show-
cased. The tourism board also released
a special song written by Indian
Ocean’s Himanshu Joshi that evokes
the glory of Lord Ram and speaks of
his relevance through the ages. 

This, in fact, is the first of the many
tourism campaigns that the state is
planning to launch. Chhattisgarh is
looking at hosting traditional as well
contemporary festivals and events to
create an inclusive tourism strategy.
For a state that has been able to settle
internal unrest, there is a lot to show-
case to the world. The state is also
working on creating a Buddhist circuit
and connecting it the existing one.
There is a lot that the travellers can
expect from Chhattisgarh. 
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With the Taliban in power
in Afghanistan, there’s a

new enemy ascending. The
Islamic State (ISIS) group
threatens to usher in another
violent phase. Except this time
the former insurgents, the
Taliban, play the role of the
state, now that the US troops
and their allied Afghan
Government are gone. 

The Taliban promised the
United States to keep the
extremist group in check dur-
ing successive rounds of peace
talks. Under the 2020 US-
Taliban accord, the Taliban
guaranteed that Afghanistan
would not become a haven for
terrorist groups threatening
the US or its allies. But it is
unclear if they can keep their
pledge, with a sudden uptick in
ISIS attacks since the Taliban
takeover on August 15.

The ISIS has claimed the
responsibility for a deadly sui-
cide bombing on a Shia
mosque in southern
Afghanistan that killed 47 peo-
ple and wounded scores more
on October 15. 

“Historically, the majority
of IS attacks have targeted the
state... Now that the US and the
international presence is most-
ly gone, they need to go after
the state — and the state is the
Taliban,” said Andrew Mines,
research fellow at Program on
Extremism at George
Washington University.

LONG RIVALRY
Both the Taliban and the

ISIS advocate rule by their
radical interpretations of

Islamic law. But there are key
ideological differences that fuel
their hatred of each other. The
Taliban say they are creating an
Islamic state in Afghanistan,
within the borders of that
country. The ISIS says it is the
Islamic State, a global caliphate
that it insists all Muslims must
support. It is contemptuous of
the Taliban’s nationalist goals
and doesn’t recognise them as
a pure Islamic movement. For
similar reasons, the ISIS has
long been a staunch enemy of
al-Qaida. 

Both the Taliban and the
ISIS advocate particularly harsh
versions of Islamic Shariah law
and have used tactics like sui-
cide bombers. But when it
ruled territory in Syria and
Iraq, the ISIS was even more
brutal and carried out more
horrific punishments than the
Taliban did. 

The ISIS emerged in
Afghanistan in 2015 with the
name Islamic State in Khorasan
Province, at a time when the
group was at its peak, control-
ling much of Iraq and Syria. It
drew members from Afghan
and Pakistani militants, includ-
ing a wave of Taliban defectors.
The group initially found sup-
port among Afghanistan’s small
Salafist movement in eastern
Kunar and Nangarhar
provinces. The Salafis had
largely been marginalised by
the Taliban, and by connecting
with the rising ISIS, the Salafist
movement found a means to
establish military strength. 

However, ISIS’ brutal ways
have since led some Salafi cler-

ics to voice opposition. In the
years after its emergence, the
ISIS was badly hurt by military
setbacks at the hands of the
Taliban and by US airstrikes,
before surging again the past
year. The Taliban downplay
ISIS’ capabilities and dismiss
them as a fringe group with no
mainstream appeal. 

“They have no roots here,”
influential Taliban figure
Sheikh Abdul-Hameed Hamasi

told The Associated Press. 

END GAME
Still, the potency of the ISIS

threat is undeniable. Two dead-
ly bombings have hit Kabul,
including one outside the air-
port at the height of evacua-
tions before the US exit that
killed 169 Afghans and 13 US
service members. Smaller scale
attacks are also on the rise.
“The intensity and breadth of

attacks… show the capacity
and level of national reach
which has caught the Taliban
by surprise,” said Ibraheem
Bahiss, a consultant with the
International Crisis Group.
The ISIS “is no short-term
threat.” 

It could be a while until the
ISIS has the capability to hold
territory again. Its immediate
aim is to destabilise the Taliban
and shatter the group’s image as

a guardian of security. For
now, its strategy is slow and
methodical. It is reaching out
to tribes and other groups to
recruit from their ranks while
stamping out dissent among
moderate Salafis and carrying
out jailbreaks, assassinations,
and attacks on Taliban per-
sonnel. “Package all of that
together, that is an entire
method of insurgency the
Taliban is not equipped to
handle,” said Mines. 

Bill Roggio of the Long
War Journal, produced by the
Foundation for the Defense of
Democracies think tank,
offered a different view, saying
he believes the Taliban can
uproot the ISIS on their own,
even without the backup of US
airstrikes that nearly eliminat-
ed the ISIS. Roggio said the
Taliban have shown them-
selves capable of rooting out
some ISIS cells, using their vast
local intelligence-gathering
networks. He noted that the
ISIS  — unlike the Taliban dur-
ing their insurgency — don’t
have access to safe havens in
Pakistan and Iran.

The Taliban have rejected
cooperating with the US
against the ISIS, ahead of the
two sides’ direct talks last
weekend. The ISIS’ future tra-
jectory in Afghanistan will
depend largely on its ability to
recruit more members and
win over large segments of the
population. 

Since their inception, they
have been poaching Taliban
members. In 2015, former
Taliban commander Abdul

Rauf Khadim was appointed
deputy of the ISIS in
Afghanistan and reportedly
offered financial incentives to
other fighters to join the group. 

In 2020, when the ISIS re-
emerged in Afghanistan, it was
under a new leader drawn
from the Haqqani Network,
currently a faction of the
Taliban. Hard-line members of
the Taliban could join the ISIS
as the Taliban leadership, now
in power, has to make com-
promises whether at home or
abroad. The Taliban have
promised a more inclusive gov-
ernment, though the tempo-
rary administration they set up
is entirely made up of Taliban
members. 

The more the Taliban
cooperate with international
states, the more they run
against the image of the muja-
hedeen resistance fighter. “That
is a key identity the Taliban will
lose,” Mines said. 

TREATMENT OF 
MINORITIES

As the Taliban shift from
insurgency to governance, one
key test will be whether they act
to protect minority groups that
their fighters once tyrannised,
such as the Shia Hazaras. The
Hazaras have endured multiple
campaigns of persecution and
displacement throughout
Afghanistan’s history. When
the Taliban were first in power
in the 1990s, they carried out
massacres against the com-
munity, in some cases in retal-
iation for massacres of ethnic
Pashtuns. AP
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As India keeps on develop-

ing new expressways,
demand for the green 
passages is also growing.
Environmentalists claim that
the speedy vehicles are killing
a number of wild animals
everyday, as there are a few or
no provisions for their safe pas-
sage across the roads. This is
clearly a denial of basic right to
wildlife.

On any fine morning, a
travel on NH9 from Delhi
towards Moradabad may turn
unpleasant as you will find at
least a squirrel, jackal or a fox
killed on the highway by the
speeding vehicles. The NH9
passing through Hastinapur
Wildlife sanctuary is spread
over 2,073 square kilometre
area and intersects
Garhmukteshwar (Hapur) and
Gajraula (Amroha). Also, a
rail track passes through this
sanctuary as well as State high-
way 51 and some local roads.
The speedy traffic on these
roads has posed a regular
threat to the wildlife and the
conservators.

Speeding vehicles aren’t
killing the wildlife only on
this stretch. The Delhi-based
Wildlife Protection Society of
India (WPSI) claims that the
road and train accidents have
killed at least 83 leopards
around the country last year,
the highest (22) in
Maharashtra. Also, thousands
of mammals, birds, amphibians
and reptiles are losing their
lives in similar conditions.

Though, the Government
has different claims. Union
Minister of Transport and
Highways Nitin Gadkari in
July 2021 informed the Lok
Sabha that no incident of ani-
mal death in road accident
happened during the last three
years. Environmentalists may
have the different opinion, but
one thing is clear, we don’t have
safe passages for our animals,
even in reserved areas. 

However, NH-44 is an
exception where after the inter-
vention by the Bombay High
Court, the National Highways
Authority of India constructed
nine underpasses. These
underpasses or the wildlife
crossings were constructed
between Kanha & Pench tiger
reserves. On rail track there are
several corridors identified
across India for passage of ele-

phants and efforts are on to
construct safe crossings.

What are wildlife crossings?
Wildlife crossings or the

safe passages aren’t a new con-
cept. Around the globe roads
are often designed to provide
cave-like, concrete underpass-
es, overpasses, ducts, amphib-
ian tunnels, culverts and the
green roofs. These options are
provided after taking into con-
sideration the type of animals,
birds, or the flies inhabiting the
region. Often the underpasses
are fitted with CCTV cameras,
so that the movement of ani-
mals can be monitored.
Wildlife crossings were first
envisioned in European coun-
tries and in the 1950s the first
animal bridge was built in
France. It is considered a first
infrastructure solution to
ensure safe passage to wild ani-
mals. Nowadays such crossings
are hugely popular in countries
like Germany, Netherlands
Canada, and the USA. 

In our neighbourhood,
Nepal has started building
such corridors for the road
safety and conservation of its
wildlife.

Why do we need 
safe passages?

The idea of wildlife cross-
ings is not only to avoid the
human-animal conflict, but
also to conserve wildlife. Their
demand is on the rise as the
human-made barriers like
canals, electric power lines,
roads and railroads continue to
penetrate and divide wildlife
habitats. With human popula-
tion growing, pressure is
increasing on jungles and the
wildlife. Though, there is no
exact data regarding the ani-
mals killed in road accidents in
India, the figures mentioned in
various reports are alarming.
Data from the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and
Climate Change (MoEFCC),
Government of India, suggest,
that 186 elephants were killed
on rail tracks across India dur-
ing the last ten years. 

Similarly, WPSI says leop-
ard deaths in train and road
accidents have increased over
the past 10 years. There has
been around 278 per cent rise
in such accidents from 2010 to
2019. News reports suggest
that during 2021, at least 3

tigers were killed in road acci-
dents. We can only say the
developmental activities on
either side of roads/rail tracks
have increased the problem for
bio-conservators. 

The technical issue
India has the second

largest road network in the
world and it is growing at a fast
pace. Our roads are being
upgraded and we are adding
more and more lanes.
Sometimes, there are eight to
ten lanes which makes impos-
sible for the animals to cross
the roads without a collision
with vehicles. It is sad that we
are not only depriving our
wild with safe passages, but also
building railings and dividers
on our highways/expressways
to make their movement diffi-
cult. These railings and
dividers result in a trap, creat-
ing the chances of more acci-
dents. This is not only dan-
gerous for the wild animals but
also for the commuters. Along
with the wild, menace of stray
animals left by their owners is
a big threat for road safety. 

Viability of wildlife 
corridors in India

Studies suggest the wildlife
crossings not only save wild
animals but also make the
roads safer for human beings,
though, they make the roads
little costlier. Sometimes, dried
up brooks, drains and rivers
provide respite but they aren’t
available everywhere. In the
recent times when all the roads
are turned into a paid facility
through tolls, this investment
should be worthwhile. In
recent days, there have been a
lot of talks regarding the
wildlife corridors on Indian
roads. Though the demands,
claims and the announcements
have not brought a big change
in the situation as we may have
so many excuses for not bring-
ing forth change, in reality,
these passages are eventually
need of the hour not only for
our wildlife but also for the
safety of commuters. We
should learn to live with our
wild and should also learn to
honour their rights.

(The writer is a journalist
and teaches as a guest faculty at
Delhi School of Journalism,
University of Delhi)

When vision and political
will come together, the

people stand to gain. Under the
present dispensation, certain
flagship programmes certain-
ly display vision as well as polit-
ical will. For instance, the
Government initiatives such as
Poshan Maah or National
Nutrition Month, observed in
September — an important
tradition put in place since
2018 to further conversations
on health and nutrition ser-
vices in the country — can be
considered a timely reaffir-
mation of the country’s prior-
ities as citizens, especially the
most vulnerable, navigate the
stark impact of the pandemic
on their lives and livelihoods.
With our extensive work in the
domain of nutrition and tuber-
culosis, we can really appreci-
ate the centrality of such ini-
tiatives when it comes to cre-
ating positive disruption. 

Thus, it has been highly
encouraging to see health-
nutrition being foregrounded
by the Government within the
national development narra-
tive. This is also an occasion to
understand why such focus
must be sustained on a war-
footing for some areas which
are strongly linked with and fall
under the ambit of undernu-
trition and infectious diseases.
Tuberculosis or TB is an apt
case study against this back-
drop. Because the issue lies at
the intersection of something
both of us have strived hard to
address over decades, we feel
personally and professionally
invested in any mitigation
mechanism that can alleviate
the people’s suffering. 

According to India TB
Report 2021, over 23 lakh new
TB cases were reported in
India and approximately 89,000
people succumbed to it in
2019. Now, let’s consider how
malnutrition and TB essential-
ly have a bidirectional rela-
tionship, which becomes more
pronounced in the Indian con-
text. In fact, undernutrition at
the population level, according
to the Health Ministry’s 2017
guidance document on nutri-
tion, contributed to an esti-
mated 55 per cent of annual TB
incidence in India. 

From our experiences, we
have seen how undernutrition
also compromises the body’s

immunity and can lead to the
progression of latent infection
to active TB; this worsens
undernutrition, which again, in
turn, increases the severity of
the disease creating a vicious
cycle. The Government has
been proactive in recognising
this problem and initiating
schemes such as the NPY
which provides �500 a month
to TB patients as nutritional
support. It is important to
build on this success to drive
a holistic discussion on nutri-
tion and its integral role with-
in the TB treatment narrative.
What can be the contours of
such a discussion and what are
the critical points to consider? 

Any strategy for nutrition
and TB must factor in the
importance of recording an
individual’s BMI, which informs
the trajectory of the treatment
regimen. Data show how under-
nourishment doubles fatalities
linked with TB. The under-
nourished elderly with a low
BMI of less than 18.5 are also
overwhelmingly affected by
severe forms of TB. Patients with
low BMI are ill-equipped to
handle the stress of TB infection
and anti-TB drugs. Therefore, it’s
essential to work towards a
model of consistent nutritional
assessments and counselling
that can be integrated within the
TB treatment cycle; clearer
understanding of nutritional
details is crucial to the success
of the rigorous drug regimen for
the disease. 

We must also understand
how, in India, TB affects the
poor disproportionately; the
2017 Health Ministry’s guid-
ance document also notes a 4-
fold higher prevalence in those
with a low standard of living
index compared to those with
a higher standard of living. In
this light, it may be useful to
have local nutrition counsellors
readily accessible to patients
who can clarify for them
beyond dietary supervision
what holistic nutrition entails
as part of TB treatment. The
emphasis must be on ensuring
nutritional evaluation before,
during and even after the treat-
ment regimen is complete. We
must remember that below
the desired BMI levels, effica-
cy of certain drugs may not be
optimal, if not at all. To start
with, we can try to incorporate

initial BMI screening espe-
cially for more at-risk cate-
gories such as children and
elderly at the point when
patients are being screened
for suspected TB.

There do exist modalities
in some States to provide
enhanced ration to patients
through PDS linkages, and
even supplementary nutrition
through food baskets. A 2018
report by the Health Ministry
on Patient Support Systems for
TB Elimination has several
recommendations in this
regard that could be revisited
and explored by the States for
further implementation.
Within the larger architecture
of such recommendations,
States can design targeted food
baskets considering local pref-
erences as well as infrastructure
available for supply chain man-
agement. It will also be useful
to have a prioritised beneficiary
list comprising the most vul-
nerable sections of society so
the nutritional resources can be
allocated to those who need it
the most. 

Finally, the research com-
munity, which we are also a
part of, does play a critical role
in keeping the conversation on
TB services alive. However,
efforts to mitigate TB can only
be amplified by increased inter-
sectoral collaboration, consid-
ering the magnitude of the cri-
sis. Multiple determinants of
TB like poverty, malnutrition,
urbanisation, indoor air pol-
lution, sanitation, migration,
etc, remain outside the purview
of the health department. They
may fall under different depart-
ments, but they share the com-
monality of being important
factors in the TB narrative. For
this reason, the TB pro-
gramme’s initiative to create an
inter-Ministerial committee is
welcome. It is crucial 
to foster convergence between
different departments to ensure
TB-Mukt Bharat. Such unity of
purpose can only help the Jan
Andolan against TB and 
ensure the disease is eliminat-
ed by 2025. 

(Dr C Padmapriyadarsini is
Director, ICMR-National
Institute for Research in
Tuberculosis; Dr R Hemalatha
is Director, ICMR-National
Institute of Nutrition)
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India has a tradition of worshipping in
celebratory mode. When you offer
prayers in a festive mode, you enjoy

doing it spiritedly. You then involve your
body and mind as a whole into prayers.
Evidently then, you can expect desired
result. The purpose of most of the festivi-
ties is not just pursuance of some age old
arbitrary beliefs. The intent is to be
geared up from within to encash the
opportunities arising in emerging pro-
ductive cycle. Also, combat and over-
come all challenges coming in the way in
all strength and with ease and comfort.

Even the timing is important. The
festive season begins with the onset of
Durga Puja on the first lunar day of wax-
ing phase of Ashvin month. It is marked
with a particular phase of nature during
its annular course, when its energy
orchestra is about to strike its lowest. For,
the Sun, nature’s prime energy provider
operating from the front, begins to move
towards to the farthest end, from the part
of the globe we are situated. 

During its southerly course, the Sun
would be closing up with the western
horizon, where as we are situated
towards the eastern horizon in the north-
ern hemisphere. The weather cycle also

remains in a state of flux at this point of
time — from Autumn to Winters —
which is often disease prone.
Accordingly, we need to be invoke our
shakti from within to bear with the call-
ings of changing weather.

During Navaratra, which has just
concluded, we begin with offering
prayers to Durga. Nothing moves in this
dynamic world without shakti. Physical
efforts apart, even mind process is a play
of shakti. The irony, however, is that
shakti is a double edged weapon. It can
be used productively, and if misused
knowingly or unmindfully, could prove
self-defeating, as shakti doesn’t have a
drive of its own. The way you apply is
how it will act.

Focus on the imagery of the Goddess
Durga, shows us the way to direct our
shakti rightfully towards productive
application. That is why all forms of
shakti — physical, aspirational or intelli-
gence — are epitomised in motherly
forms. For, mother pulls in all resources
in hand, to bear with and then selflessly
nurse the child. Durga is mounted on a
lion. When it goes for a kill, moves care-
fully and intelligently without wasting its
energy, till the prey would be within

reach. It then evokes all its energies and
promptly strike. It, however, won’t go for
its next kill, till it becomes hungry once
again. So, even the killing is need based,
not greed based. Armouries in her 10
hands are there to combat challenges
coming from all directions, from within
or beyond. 

The particular focus is on the incon-
sistencies of our 10 sensory organs,
which, with its monkey like flirtatious
tendencies, could prove more devilish
than external forces. Lotus flower associ-
ated with mother symbolises being
devoid of any sense of ego, and unat-
tached lends support in equal proportion
to all. Though lotus grows out of mud in
a pond, its leaves and petals won’t hold
even a trace of muck or water droplets.

During its nine day sojourn, the first
three days are exclusively dedicated to
Durga, the epitome of physical power.
During the following three days,
Goddess Laxmi identified with our cre-
ative urges and aspirations is also wor-
shipped. Last three days of worship,
involves Saraswati identified with wis-
dom and intelligence. The purpose is to
use the three modes of shakti in a co-
ordinated way, so as to derive maximum

benefit out of our initiatives. Shakti is to
be directed towards fulfilment of our cre-
ative urges and aspirations. Intelligence,
in the first place, helps weigh all options
in hand, overcome our greed, and priori-
tise need based application. Second, it
helps articulate our actions and respons-
es in a measured way. Third, it helps
combat emerging challenges with pru-
dence and patience. 

Durga Puja is followed by Diwali,
when we encounter the darkest night, as
both the luminaries, the Sun and Moon
are bang on the western horizon. On this
day, Goddess Laxmi is worshipped once
again, and in Bengal, Goddess Kali. The
purpose obviously is to be geared up
afresh to negotiate the callings of emerg-
ing productive cycle. The festive season
concludes with Chattha, celebrated in
Bihar and eastern part of UP, which of
late with migration, has been spreading
to the other parts of the nation. On this
occasion, as the Sun begins gaining
ground, we offer our prayers to thee to
further gain strength. 
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