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Above 70% non-vaccinated

Dera Sacha Sauda chief
awarded life for murder

Besides Gurmeet
Ram Rahim, four
others to spend life
in jail for murder of

Dera’s ex-manager
PNS B CHANDIGARH

era Sacha Sauda chief

Gurmeet Ram Rahim
Singh and four others were on
Monday sentenced to life
imprisonment for murder of a
former sect manager nearly two
decades back.

A Special CBI court in
Haryanas Panchkula district
pronounced the verdict, sen-
tencing Ram Rahim and four
others for murdering Ranjit
Singh in 2002.

The CBI had sought the
death penalty under Section
302 of the Indian Penal Code
for Ram Rahim, while the
Dera chief pleaded for mercy,
appearing via video conference
from Rohtak’s Sunaria jail,
where he is serving sentence in
two cases of rape and for the
murder of a journalist.

The others convicted by
the court for the crime are
Krishan Lal, Jasbir Singh, Avtar
Singh, and Sabdil.

The court also imposed a
penalty of %31 lakh on Ram

Rahim, half of the amount
will be given to the victim’s
family as compensation. The
court has imposed a penalty on
other accused as well.

The CBI court had held
Ram Rahim and four others
guilty under Sections 302
(murder) and 120 b (criminal
conspiracy) of the Indian Penal
Code on October 8.

After the pronouncement
of sentence, the victim’s son
Jagseer Singh while talking to
the mediapersons said the fam-
ily has finally got justice,
though after much delay.

“My grandfather who
fought the battle for justice for
his son died in 2016. I was just
eight-year-old when my father

was murdered in a cold-blood-
ed manner. Today, after 19
years, my family can sleep in
peace,” he said.

Tight security arrange-
ments were made at the
Panchkula district court com-
plex for the pronouncement of
the judgement and the local
authorities had imposed pro-
hibitory orders.

Earlier, the CBI court had
deferred the pronouncement of
the quantum of sentence on
October 12.

Ram Rahim had attended
hearings relating to the pro-
nouncement of sentences vir-
tually. He pleaded for mercy on
the plea of the charitable works
that the sect carried out when

he was heading it.

The CBI, on the other
hand, opposed the Dera chief’s
plea, saying the victim treated
him as “god” and the accused
committed offences against
him. It said Ram Rahim had
criminal antecedents and com-
mitted the offence in a cold-
blooded manner.

Ranjit, a former follower of
Ram Rahim, was shot dead by
four assailants on July 10, 2002,
at his native Khanpur Kolian
village in Kurukshetra.
According to the CBI
chargesheet, he was murdered
as Ram Rahim suspected that
he was behind the circulation
of an anonymous letter high-
lighting the sexual exploitation
of women disciples on the
Dera premises.

The Punjab & Haryana
High Court had earlier dis-
missed a petition seeking the
transfer of the murder case
from the special CBI court in
Panchkula to any other special
CBI court in Punjab, Haryana
or Chandigarh.

Notably, the self-styled
godman Ram Rahim was sen-
tenced in August 2017 for 20
years in jail for raping two
women. His conviction on
August 25,2017, had led to vio-
lence in Panchkula and Sirsa,
leaving over 40 people dead
and more than 260 injured in
Panchkula.
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kids have Covid antibodies

69.8% in 6-9 age
group, 73.2% in
10-17 years have
antibodies, finds
Haryana survey
PNS B CHANDIGARH

ntibodies against

SARSCoV-2 were found
among 76.3 per cent of the
State’s population in a third sero
survey conducted in all 22 dis-
tricts of Haryana.

The latest survey conduct-
ed last month showcases a
steep increase in antibodies in
the State’s population as the
current 76.3 per cent

from just 14.8 per cent in
October 2020 and 8 per cent
seen in August 2020.

The sero survey report
which was released by Haryana

Health Minister Anil Vij on
Monday found a sero-positiv-
ity rate of 69.8 per cent in chil-
dren aged 6-9 years and 73.2
per cent in adolescents aged 10-
17 years in the State. It was for
the first time that the partici-
pants aged 6 years and above
were enrolled in this
sero survey. In previous two

The survey also revealed
that overall 57.08 per cent par-
ticipants were vaccinated
against Covid-19 out of which
52.6 per cent were males, 47.3
per cent were females and 0.07
per cent were transgender.
Among vaccinated individuals,
Covishield was administered to

rounds of sero surveys, people :

above the age of 18 years were
enrolled in Haryana.

According to the findings, :
the overall sero-positivity was !
found to be 76.3 per cent (78.1 :
per cent in urban and 75.1 per :

cent in rural) but it varied from :

district to district, ranging :
from 64.2 per cent to 85 per :
cent in Faridabad district (low- :
est) and Kurukshetra (highest) :

respectively.
Kurukshetra

district :
recorded highest sero-positiv- :

Results published in
Lancet based on study

- on Sweden population
PNS B NEW DELHI

ity followed by Rohtak (84.6 §

per cent), Mahendragarh (81.6 :
per cent) and Panipat (81.5 per :
cent). Faridabad had highest :
inconclusive samples (13.2 per :
cent) leading to the lowest :
sero-positivity following which :
the State Government has :
decided to conduct another :

sero survey in the district.

Sero-positivity of 75.3 per :
cent were reported inmen, 77.1 :
per cent in women. Sero-pos- :
itivity of 81.6 per cent was :
found in vaccinated people :
and a positivity of 75.5 per cent :
has been found in non-vacci- :
nated people, stated the survey. :

uggesting that mix and

match of vaccines can be a
new game-changer for many
countries, a nationwide study
in Sweden has found that peo-
ple who received a first dose of
the Oxford-AstraZeneca
Covid-19 vaccine followed by
: an mRNA vaccine shot had a
lower risk of infection com-
pared to those immunised with
both doses of the AstraZeneca
preventive jab.

The results of the study,
published in The Lancet
Regional Health-Europe jour-
nal, may have implications for

91.1 per cent and Covaxin to
7.4 per cent of people in
Haryana. Hypertension, dia-
betes, heart diseases, thyroid
disorders & respiratory disor-
ders were the most common
co-morbid conditions present
in the study participants.
Continued on Page 2

‘Vector-mRNA jab mix
more efficacious

vaccination strategies in dif-
ferent countries, including
India where Covishield and
Covaxin vaccines are two
major brands given under the
nationwide inoculation drive.
The Lancet study is based
on nationwide registry data
from the Public Health Agency
of Sweden, the National Board
of Health and Welfare, and
Statistics Sweden.
Continued on Page 2

Farmers’ rail roko against
Lakhimpur hits 500 spots

PNS B NEW DELHI

The Samyukt Kisan Morcha
(SKM)’s six-hour “rail
rook” protest on Monday over
the Lakhimpur violence affect-
ed over 500 locations across
parts of country, including 150
in the Northern Railway zone,
where running of 60 trains
were affected. Farmers squatted
on rail tracks at several places
hampering train movement in
Punjab, Haryana, Uttar

CAPSULE

UP BUYING POWER AT 322
A UNIT FOR PUBLIC: YOGI
Lucknow: Uttar Pradesh Chief
minister Yogi Adityanath has
said that in this festive season,
his government was buying
electricity at a cost up to 322
per unit from outside sources
because he did not wish to
dampen the spirit of

festivals. Yogi Adityanath said
that on normal days the same
power was purchased at ¥7
per unit.

5 DEAD AS INCESSANT
RAIN LASHES U’KHAND
Dehradun: Five people,
including three labourers from
Nepal, died and two others
were injured with incessant
rain lashing Uttarakhand for
the second consecutive day on
Monday as authorities advised
Chardham pilgrims not to
proceed to the Himalayan
temples till weather improves.

Pradesh, Rajasthan, Odisha.
The SKM, an umbrella
body of farmer unions spear-
heading the agitation against
the Centre’s three agri laws, said
“protests will be intensified
until justice is secured” in the
Lakhimpur Kheri case. Train
traffic was stopped from 10 am
till 4 pm during the “rail roko”
protest over the demand of the
dismissal and arrest of Union

anous farmer orgamsanons block railway tracks as part of the Samyukt Kisan
Morcha's ‘Rail Roko’ protest, at Amritsar railyway station, on Monday

Minister Ajay Mishra in con-
nection with the Lakhimpur
Kheri case, the SKM said.
The trains that have been
affected in the Northern
Railway zone include the
Chandigarh-Ferozepur
Express. Its scheduled depar-
ture from Ludhiana was 7 am,
but it was stranded there due to
a blockade, the official said.
Continued on Page 2

Kushinagar crowns
Buddhist circuit,
PM to open airport

125 dignitaries,
Buddhist monks,
envoys from 15
countries to attend

-
PNS B NEW DELHI

rime Minister

Narendra Modi
will inaugurate -
Kushinagar inter-
national airport in
Uttar Pradesh on
Wednesday amid
the presence of more than 125
dignitaries and Buddhist
priests, including eight high
priests from Sri Lanka. It is
learnt that ambassadors of at
least 10-15 countries, where
Buddhism is both practised
and preached, would attend.

The Ministry of Civil
Aviation on Monday said that
the inaugural flight will land at
the Kushinagar airport from
Colombo, carrying 125 digni-
taries and Buddhist monks.
Kushinagar is an international
Buddhist pilgrimage centre
where Lord Gautam Buddha
attained Mahaparinirvana and

o=
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which consists of pilgrimage
sites at Lumbini, Sarnath
and Gaya.

After the airport’s inaugu-
ration, the Prime Minister will
also address a programme on
Wednesday at the Buddhist
‘ site of Mahaparinirvana

stupa and temple in
which Sri Lankan
Buddhist monks and
Ministers of the Sri
Lankan Government
will take part, the
Ministry said.

“Inauguration of
the Kushinagar airport
will facilitate the pilgrims from
across different parts of the
world by providing seamless
connectivity to various
Buddhist sites in the region.
Direct aviation connectivity
with South Asian countries
will make it easier for tourists
arriving from Sri Lanka, Japan,
Taiwan, South Korea, China,
Thailand, Vietnam, Singapore,
etc, to reach Kushinagar and
experience the rich heritage of
the region. Tourism inflow is
expected to rise by upto 20%
with inauguration of the flight;”
the Ministry said.
Continued on Page 2

Targeted killings trigger
char wapsi from Valley

MOHIT KANDHARI ® JAMMU

series of attacks on migrant

labourers in Kashmir val-
ley has once again triggered a
fresh wave of “ghar wapsi”
ahead of the festive season.

Hours after the two labour-
ers from Bihar were shot dead
in Wanpoh area of Kulgam late
on Sunday evening, panic-
stricken labourers from differ-
ent parts of the country fled
Kashmir valley in the early
hours of Monday.

Mostly daily wagers work-
ing in paddy fields and brick
kilns decided to flee Kashmir
to ensure their safety.

These labourers boarded
private taxis and passenger
buses with bare minimum lug-
gage before bidding goodbye to
the Kashmir valley.

On their arrival in Jammu,
these migrant labourers
claimed they were charged
800-1200 per head by the
Kashmir-based tour operators
to drop them in Jammu, a
much higher charge.

A young mother, holding
her minor child in her lap, told
reporters in Jammu that
Kashmir is no longer a paradise
for her. “I don’t want to return.
I can earn my livelihood at any

Women security personnel frisk a pedestrian during a surprise checking in

Srinagar on Monday

other place but not in Kashmir
valley,” she said.

Narrating her ordeal, she
claimed they raised an alarm
and sought help from the local
authorities and others in the
neighborhood but none came
forward to help them. “We
were scared after witnessing
this mayhem and bloodshed in
the valley, so we decided to
pack our bags as we feared for
our lives too,” she said.

A labourer from West
Bengal said, “I earned 800 per
day by working in the paddy

fields. But after hearing the
news, my family directed me to
immediately return home. I
had no other option left, hence
I too decided to embark on the
return journey, he said, adding,
“For the last couple of days we
were feeling insecure as ter-
rorists were targeting non-
locals randomly”

At Jammu railway station
the majority of labourers with
their families were seen strug-
gling to organise food for their
minor kids and women.

Continued on Page 2

Record 3.27 lakh domestic
fliers a day post pandemlc

Govt allows domestic
airlines to fly at 100%
PNS M NEW DELHI

Atotal of 3.27 lakh people
flew on 2,372 flights with-
in India on Sunday, the high-
est domestic air traffic on a sin-
gle day after the Covid-19 pan-
demic set in. In a related devel-
opment, the Government has
allowed domestic airlines to
run flights at 100 per cent
capacity from Monday keeping
in view of decline in Covid-19
cases and huge demand during
the festive seasons.

Union Civil Aviation
Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia

said on Monday that a total of
3,27,923 passengers travelled
on 2,372 flights within
India on Sunday.

“Owing to the constructive
policies of the Government,
domestic air traffic has seen the
highest level, post the onset of
the pandemic,” Scindia tweet-
ed on Monday. “The civil avi-
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ation sector in India thrives
amidst unprecedented chal-
lenges, whilst we make every
effort to return to normalcy as
early as possible,” he added.
Before the pandemic struck,
India’s daily domestic air traf-

fic was approximately
4.25 lakh passengers.
Continued on Page 2

PTI W DHAKA

mob has damaged 66

houses and set on fire at
least 20 homes of Hindus in
Bangladesh over an alleged
blasphemous social media post
amidst protests by the minor-
ity community against temple
vandalism incidents during the
Durga Puja celebrations
last week, authorities said
on Monday.

The arson by the mob hap-
pened late on Sunday on a vil-
lage in Rangpur district’s
Pirganj upazila, about
255 kms from here, the
bdnews24.Com reported.

The police rushed to a
fishermen neighbourhood as
tension mounted over a
rumour that a young Hindu
man of the village had ‘dis-
honoured religion’ in a

Hundreds of Hindus protest against atta cks on temples and killing of two Hindu
devotees in another district shouting slogans in Dhaka, on Monday AP

Facebook post, Assistant Police
Superintendent Mohammad
Kamruzzaman told reporters.

“The incident took place
after 10 PM yesterday but fire

fighters doused the blaze with-
in a short period (and) the sit-
uation is now under full con-
trol,” he said.

No casualties were report-

B’desh arsonists target 66 Hindu homes

ed but 66 houses were damaged
and 20 burnt during the attack,
the officer said.

As many as 52 suspects
have been arrested while a
manhunt was launched for
more suspects under a “‘comb-
ing operation” in collaboration
with other security forces,
he added.

As the police stood guard
around the man’s home, the
attackers set fire to other homes
nearby, the report said. The Fire
Service Control Room said
that their report from the scene
indicates that 29 residential
houses, two kitchens, two barns
and 20 haystacks belonging to
15 different owners were
torched in Pirganj’s Majhipara,
it said, adding that an ‘unruly
crowd’ has been identified as
the cause of fire.

Continued on Page 2
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5 killed as torrential
rain lashes U’khand

Chardham pilgrims advised to stop yatra

Dehradun: Five people, includ-
ing three labourers from Nepal,
died and two others were injured
with incessant rains lashing
Uttarakhand for the second
consecutive day on Monday as
authorities advised Chardham
pilgrims not to proceed to the
Himalayan temples till the
weather improves.

The labourers were staying
in a tent at Samkhal near
Lansdowne in Pauri district
when rubble flowing down from
a field above due to the rains
buried them alive, District
Magistrate Vijay Kumar
Jogdande said.

They were engaged in the
construction of a hotel at
Samkhal. Two labourers injured
in the incident were admitted at
the Kotdwar base hospital, he

people were killed when their
house collapsed, following a
landslide in Selkhola in
Champawat district, the State
Emergency Operation Centre
here said.

Chardham pilgrims, who
had arrived in Haridwar and
Rishikesh by Sunday, have been
asked not to proceed further till
the weather improves while
operation of vehicles for the
Himalayan temples has been
suspended temporarily.

Passenger vehicles are not
being allowed to cross the
Chandrabhaga bridge, Tapovan,
Lakshman Jhoola and Muni-ki-
Reti Bhadrakali barriers in
Rishikesh.Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami visited the
state disaster control room at the
secretariat here to take weather

tions of roads and highways.

He appealed to the pilgrims
to defer their further journey for
two days until the weather nor-
malises.

They are staying in safe
locations spread over Haridwar,
Rishikesh, Shrinagar, Tehri,
Uttarkashi, Rudraprayag,
Guptkashi, Ukhimath,
Karnaprayag, Joshimath and
Pandukeshwar.

Meanwhile, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah spoke to
Dhami on the phone to get an
update on precautionary steps
being taken by the state gov-
ernment in view of the heavy
rain alert and assured him of all
possible help.

It has been raining in
Kedarnath since Sunday night
but the Mandakini river is flow-

said. Inanotherincident,two updates and know the condi- ingat its normal level. s PTI
i present at the airport’s inaugu- I \ d
KuShlnagar' LL] ration along with the Prime argete coe

From Page 1

The Kushinagar airport’s
new terminal building, which
is spread across 3,600 square
meter, was built at a cost of Rs
260 crore by the Centre-run
Airports Authority of India
(AAI) in association with the
Uttar Pradesh Government, it
mentioned. The terminal
building at this airport is capa-
ble of handling 300 passengers
during the peak hours, it noted.
The  inauguration  of
Kushinagar international air-
port will coincide with the city
being linked with other
Buddhist sites by dedicated
trains for Indians and foreign-
ers interested in pilgrimage or
religious tourism.

Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath,
Governor Anandiben Patel and
Civil Aviation Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia will also be

Minister, the ministry said.

Journey of Lumbini, Bodh
Gaya, Sarnath, Kushinagar,
Shravasti, Rajgir, Sankisa and
Vaishali of Buddhist circuit
will be covered in lesser time
after this airports inauguration,
it said.  Scheduled interna-
tional passenger services have
been suspended in India since
March 23 last year due to the
coronavirus pandemic. But
special international flights
have been operating under the
Vande Bharat Mission since
May 2020 and under bilateral
“air bubble” arrangements with
approximately 28 countries
since July 2020.

It is understood that PM
Modi will also visit the
Parinirvana Stupa where Lord
Buddha, after decades of mis-
sionary activity, is said to
passed away in 487 BCE in
Kushinagar.

From Page 1

So far five civilians from
outside Jammu and Kashmir
have been shot dead in different
parts of Kashmir valley. Out of
these five, two were street ven-
dors who earned their livelihood
by selling “gol gappas” A car-
penter from Saharanpur and two
others were also killed in cold
blood by the terrorists. To pre-
vent the situation from going out
of hands, appeals were made to
the non-local labourers not to
flee Kashmir valley in panic.
Local police authorities and
local politicians have been reach-
ing out to them to prevent their
migration at this juncture. BJP
leader Sofi Yousaf met them in
person and made an appeal to
stay back. “I also gave them an
assurance of ensuring their safe-
ty in the days to come,” Sofi
added.

WATCO

c-1119

1. Name of the work

Types of Bid
Estimated cost
Period of completion
Class of Contractor

in the portal

DEN OOAWUN

Date & time of availability of bid document

Last date / time of receipt of bids in the portal
Date & time of opening of technical bids
Name and address of the Officer Inviting Bid

OFFICE OF THE MANAGING DIRECTOR, WATCO.
Ground Floor, Unnati Bhawan
H.B. Colony, Satyanagar, Bhubaneswar-751007,0disha, India

Telefax: - 491-674-2391

444
E-mail — mail@watcoodisha.in/ md @watcoodisha.in

INVITATION FOR BID (IFB)
Bid Identification No. WATCO (W) — 16 /2021-22 Dtd.11.10.2021
WATCO No. 6400

m
10. The bidders have to participate in ONLINE bidding only.

Further details can be seen from the web site www.tendersodisha.gov.in

OIPR-13083/11/0029/2122

Date:11.10.2021
i~  “Procurement of DI K-7 Pipe for
Implementalaon of 24x7 water
supply to Bar
HIG, jagannath wvihar area,
Municipality & old town ",
:- Double Cover (Technical & Financial)
:-Rs.653.00 Lakh
-3 (Three calendar) Months.
= Manufacturer
:- From 11.00 AM of Dt.25.10.2021 to
5.00 PM of 08.11.2021
- 5.00 PM of 08.11.2021.
:=11.00 AM of 09.11.2021.
:- Managing Director, WATCO
Telefax:- 0674-2391444.
E-Mail: mail

da HB Colony,
Puri

isha.in
i

(Managing Director)
WATCO
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DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER WEST-I

(Now EE (M)-27 C/o ACE (M)-8)

O.H.T. BERIWALA BAGH, SUBHASH NAGAR, NEW DELHI 110064

"STOP CORONA; Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene"
PRESS NOTICE TENDER NO. 34 W-1/(2021-22)
EE(WEST)-I (Now EE(M)-27 C/O ACE (M)-8)
S. Name of work Amount put E/Money Last date/time
No. to tender of receipt of
tender through
e-procurement
solution
1. Providing and laying of 150mm, 200mm and 250mm water line from P-Block Vishnu Garden Rs. 29,67,977/- Nil 28.10.2021
(Near Prakash Dairy) to J-Block Vishnu Garden at Khayala Road For Improvement of Water (declaration form up 1o 3.00 PM
Supply in Vishnu Garden Area and it's adjoining area in Ward NO-OQO8S in Rajouri Garden to be filled)
AC-27 under (Presently under EE(M)-27)
Tender ID: 2021_DJB_209747_1
2. | Renovation of old/damaged local UGR at block CSD.CAE and C2B Janakpuri Ward no 16 8 Rs. 26,34,818/- 28.10.2021
AC- 30 Janak Puri under (Presently under AEE(M)-30) up to 3.00 PM
Tender ID: 2021_DJB_209747_3
Can view this particular statement in detail delhi.gov.in
(RAMESH KUMAR GUPTA)
ISSUED BY P.R.O (WATER) EXECUTIVE ENGINEER WEST-I
Advt. No. J.S.V. 497(2021-22) (0) 25125273

CBSE term 1 exams
for X, XlIl from Nov 30

New Delhi: The term 1 Class 10
and Class 12 board exams con-
ducted by the Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE)
will take place in November-
December, 2021. While exams
for Class 10 students would
begin on November 30 and
continue till December 11, the
class 12 students, papers will be
held from December 1 to
December 22. From the acade-
mic year 2021-2022 onwards,
CBSE has shifted to the two-
term board-exam pattern, fol-
lowing which many state boards
are also deciding the same.

CBSE's controller of exam-
inations, Sanyam Bharadwaj
said that the date sheets for the
minor subjects will be sent
directly to the schools as those
exams will be conducted by the
schools but with the board's
question papers. Minor subject
exams begin on November 16
for Class 12 and November 17
for Class 10, the CBSE datesheet
notification said.

Bharadwaj also said that
for most of the students, the
board is likely to assign their
own schools as exam centres
which will be sanitised before
exams are held.

The CBSE has decided to go
with two-term board exams for
its 2021-22 batch of students.

Term 2 exams are scheduled for
March-April, 2022.

Keeping in view the winter
season, the board has decided to
conduct papers from 11:30 am
instead of 10:30 am. All students
will get 20 minutes to read the
question papers. Term 1 papers
will have only objective-type
questions. The duration of each
paper will be 90 minutes.

The CBSE has divided
board exam subjects into two
groups - minor and major. First,
exams will be conducted for
minor papers, followed by major
papers. Practical exams, internal
assessment, and project work for
50 per cent of the total marks
will be completed by schools
before the term 1 exams are over,
the CBSE said. The CBSE will
not place candidates in "pass",
"compartment” or "essential
repeat” categories at the end of
term 1 exams. The final result
will be declared only after term
2 exams are held.

CBSE has divided the sub-
jects for Classes 10 and 12 into
major and minor. The minor
subject exams will be conduct-
ed before the major subjects at
the respective schools of the can-
didates. Since each minor sub-
jects are not offered by every
CBSE school, schools will be
grouped accordingly and every

day, multiple minor subject
exams will be carried out.

CBSE said this format was
being done to prevent the learn-
ing loss of students. For CBSE
Class 12, the major subjects
include the compulsory chosen
languages and the other core
subjects of each stream.

The CBSE Term 1 paper will
only test students on the ratio-
nalised syllabus like the last
years due to Covid-19. That
rationalised syllabus will be
divided into two for the two
terms.

The CBSE Term 1 exam will
be of 90 minutes for each sub-
ject and MCQ-based. Students
will get 20 minutes to read the
paper instead of 15 minutes.

Practical and internal assess-
ment exams will be held at the
respective schools of candidates
before the CBSE Term 1 exams
end. The allotted marks will be
50% of the total and schools will
be informed about the detailed
scheme so they can plan accord-
ingly. The Term 2 exam will be
held in the month of March-
April 2022 and will have a mix
of subjective and objective-type
questions. Sample question
papers and syllabi of the CBSE
board exam 2022 are made
available on the CBSE academ-
ic website. PNS

Record 3.27 lakh...
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The pandemic had struck the civil
aviation sector badly with the Centre
suspending all scheduled domestic
flights from 25 March, 2020 to May 25,
2020 following the national lockdown.

Scindia, along with Minister of
State for Civil Aviation, General Dr V
K Singh (Retd.), Civil Aviation
Secretary Rajeev Bansal, virtually
flagged off six routes expanding the aer-
ial connectivity of North-East India.
The routes commencing operations
from today are Kolkata - Guwahati,
Guwahati - Aizawl, Aizawl - Shillong,
Shillong - Aizawl, Aizawl - Guwahati,

and Guwahati - Kolkata.

“Eastern India tempts tourists with
wonderful verdant valleys, hilly
streams, lush green forests, vast tea gar-
dens, snow- capped mountain peaks,
mighty rivers, tribal culture, its colour-
ful fairs and festivals. These flights will
open a seamless gateway and smooth
aerial access option for nature lovers,
travellers, tourists,” Scindia said while

speaking on the occasion.

When the Government resumed
scheduled domestic services on May 25,
2020, it permitted airlines to operate
just 33 per cent of their pre-Covid

domestic flights.

This capacity was gradually
increased with time. Ultimately, on
October 12, the Centre announced that
airlines can operate domestic flights
without any capacity restriction from

October 18 onwards.

vaccinated in the state.

bodies.

areas.

per cent in rural areas.

Above 70% non-vaccinated
kids have Covid anti-bodies

From Page 1
Till date, around 2.47 crore eligible people have been

A total of 36,520 samples were collected from all the
districts of the state for the survey and testing of all sam-
ples was done in the laboratory of District Civil Hospital,
Panchkula. The sero-survey analyses the blood samples
of selected individuals for anti-SARS-CoV-2 IgG anti-

According to the health experts, a sero-survey can help
in understanding what percentage of a population has
developed immunity against the virus and how far are we
from herd immunity. It can also help examining which
groups are more exposed or have had higher rates of infec-
tion About 2200 officers and employees of the Health
Department were engaged in the third round of sero sur-
vey. Notably, in the first sero-survey conducted in
August last year, when a total of 18,905 blood samples were
collected, an overall 8 per cent of the samples had anti-
bodies against the virus. The sero-positivity of SARSCoV-
2 was highest in Faridabad (25.8 percent) followed by Nuh
(20.3 percent). Four districts recorded sero prevalence
between 10 per cent to 13 per cent while eight districts
had prevalence between 5 per cent to 10 per cent. Overall,
it was 6.9 per cent in rural areas and 9.59 per,cent in urban

Later, an overall sero-positivity in the state was record-
ed at 14.8 per,cent (15,840 samples) during the second
sero-survey conducted in October 2020. The highest
prevalence of 31.2 per cent was reported in Faridabad fol-
lowed by 28.6 percent in Yamunanagar district. Six dis-
tricts were found to have sero-positivity prevalence below
10 per cent namely, Bhiwani,
Mahendragarh, Sirsa and Hisar. Urban areas had record-
ed a high positivity rate of 19.8 per cent, while it was 11.4

Charkhi Dadri,
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Vector-mRNA...
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Since the use of
AstraZenecas vector-based vac-
cine against Covid-19 was halt-
ed for people younger than 65
years of age due to safety con-
cerns, all individuals in Sweden
who had already received their
first dose of  this
vaccine were recommended
an mRNA vaccine as their sec-
ond dose.

“Having received any of the
approved vaccines is better
compared to no vaccine, and
two doses are better than one,”
said Peter Nordstrom, a pro-
fessor at Umea University,
Sweden.

“However, our study shows
a greater risk reduction for peo-
ple who received an mRNA
vaccine after having received a
first dose of a vector-based, as
compared to people having
received the vector-based vac-
cine for both doses,
Nordstrom said.

In the main analysis, about
700,000 individuals were
included. During a 2.5-month
average follow-up period after
the second dose, the study
showed a 67 per cent lower risk
of infection for the combina-
tion of AstraZeneca and Pfizer
vaccine shots.

There was a 79 per cent
lower risk of infection for
AstraZeneca and Moderna vac-
cine shots, compared to unvac-
cinated individuals, the
researchers said.

For people having received
two doses of the AstraZeneca
vaccine, known as Covishield
in India, the risk reduction was
50, they said. These risk esti-
mates were observed after
accounting for differences
regarding date of vaccination,
age of the participants, socioe-
conomic status, and other risk
factors for Covid-19.

The researchers noted that
the study estimates of effec-
tiveness apply to infection with
the Delta variant, which was
dominating the confirmed
cases during the follow-up
period.

“The results of the study
may have implications for vac-
cination strategies in different
countries,” said Marcel Ballin,
doctoral student at Umea
University, and co-author of the
study.

“The World Health
Organization has stated that
despite the promising results
from previous studies regard-
ing immune response from
mix-and-match vaccination,
there is a need for larger stud-
ies to investigate their safety
and effectiveness against clin-
ical outcomes. Here we now
have one such study;,” Ballin
said.

There was a very low inci-
dence of adverse thromboem-
bolic events, or formation of
blood clots in blood vessels, for
all vaccine schedules, accord-
ing to the researchers.

B’desh arsonists...
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The fire service received a
report of the fire at 8:45 PM
and finally put it out by 4.10
am, the report said.

The arson incident
occurred amid rising commu-
nal tension over an alleged
blasphemy incident at a Durga
Puja venue in Cumilla which
led to attacks on Hindu temples
and clashes between vandals
and the police in Cumilla,
Chandpur, Chattogram, Cox’s
Bazar, Bandarban,
Moulvibazar, Gazipur,
Chapainawabganj, Feni and
other districts.

Dozens of people have
been arrested over the attacks
and the spread of communal
hatred on social media, the
report said.

Four assumed Muslim big-
ots were killed in Haziganj, the
worst scene of the violence, on
Wednesday and Thursday,
while the body of a Hindu
devotee was found at a pond in
nearby Begumbanj of Noakhali
district. Muslim and Hindu
protestors took to the streets at
different areas of the country,
including the capital Dhaka in
the past several days.

The Bangladesh Hindu-
Buddhist-Christial Unity
Council said at least 70 puja
pavilions and temples were
attacked in the previous three
days of violence. The council
alleges that at least four Hindu
devotees have died in the
attacks in Chandpur and
Noakhali.

Meanwhile, the elite anti-
crime force Rapid Action
Battalion (RAB) has arrested
two more men in connection
with the looting and vandalism
of temples and shops belonging
to the Hindu minority com-
munity in Feni, about 155 kms
from here.

“They were arrested for
their involvement in commu-
nal violence and inciting peo-
ple on social media. They were
handed over to the local police
station,” said Imran Khan,
assistant director of the para-
military force’s Legal and Media
Wing. Earlier on Saturday, one
person was arrested in con-
nection with the attack which
took place when the Feni Puja
celebration committee and its
supporters were preparing to
protest against the communal
violence in the country.

The assailants also van-
dalised and looted several tem-
ples and a number of shops
owned by Hindus and torched
vehicles. They clashed with
the police for about seven
hours.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Runa is the
absolute owner of Plot No. 105, area
measuring 52 sg. yds., out of Khasra No.
35/511, 572, 513, 6/1 in North, 24//25, 35//5/1,
502, 53, 35061, situated at wakaMaula
Gaunchhi, Sub-Tehsil Gaunchhi, Distt.
Faridabad by vitue of Sale Deed dated
09.02.2018 Sale Deed dated 09.02.2018 Sale
Deed dated 09 02.2018 (Doc No. 3651), lost
two of there

Farmers’ rail...
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The New Delhi-Amritsar
Shatabdi Express was halted
near Shambu station as protest-
ers blocked railway tracks near
Sahnewal and Rajpura. “So far,
150 locations in the Northern
Railway zone have been affect-
ed and operations of 60 trains
hindered. About 25 passenger
and short distance trains have
been cancelled,” the Northern
Railway CPRO said.

The Delhi Police said there
were no reports of any distur-
bance in the national Capital due
to the “rail rook” protest. Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Railways) Harendra Kumar
Singh said, “We have not
received any report of distur-
bance in Delhi”

Agitations were also held at
Punjabs Ludhiana, Amritsar,
Jalandhar, Moga, Patiala and
Ferozepur, and Haryana’s
Charkhi Dadri, Sonipat,
Kurukshetra, Jind, Karnal and
Hisar.

In Uttar Pradesh’s
Muzaffarnagar, Bharatiya Kisan
Union workers halting the
Amritsar-Delhi and the
Jalandhar Express trains by stag-
ing a dharna on rail tracks.
Trains were halted at Meerut and
Greater Noida’s Dankaur sta-
tions by the protesters, BKU
media in-charge Dharmendra
Malik said. In Ghaziabad’s
Modinagar staged a demon-
stration infront of a goods train
which already reached its desti-
nation.

Barring stray protests at
railway tracks at some places, the
Samyukt Kisan Morcha’s six-
hour ‘Rail Roko™ stir over
Lakhimpur Kheri violence failed

to create any significant impact
in Uttar Pradesh. There was
heavy police deployment in and
around railway stations, but
trains stopped briefly at few sta-
tions, railway officials said.

In the North Western
Railway (NWR) zone, rail traf-
fic was affected in some sections
in Rajasthan and Haryana with
18 trains cancelled, 10 partially
cancelled and one diverted due
to the protest. In Rajasthan,
farmers held a protest on the
tracks in Hanumangarh dis-
trict and at the entrance of
Jaipur Junction station and
raised slogans against the
Central and the Uttar Pradesh
Governments.

An NWR spokesperson said
rail traffic on Bhiwani-Rewari,
Sirsa-Rewari, Loharu-Hisar,
Suratgarh-Bathinda, Sirsa-
Bathinda, Hanumangarh-
Bathinda, Rohtak-Bhiwani,
Rewari-Sadulpur, Hisar-
Bathinda, Hanumangarh-
Sadulpur and Sri Ganganagar-
Rewari sections was
affected.

Eighteen trains, including
the Firozpur-Hanumangarh
Special train, Ludhiana-Hisar
Special train, Bathinda-
Sriganganagar Special train,
Bathinda-Lalgarh Special train,
Phulera-Rewari Special train,
Rewari-Jodhpur Special train,
Ratangarh-Churu special train
and Churu-Bikaner special train,
were cancelled on Monday.

The route of Ahmedabad-
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Katra
Special train has also been
changed, the NWR spokesper-
son said, adding the train which
departed from Ahmedabad on
Saturday will run via Rewari-
Delhi-Pathankot to Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Katra.

https://gem.gov.in”.
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ry of Coal India Limited)

NOTICE
“All the tenders issued by CIL and its Subsidiaries for
procurement of Goods, Works and Services are available on
website of Coal India Ltd. www.coalindia.in/respective
Subsidiary Company (CCL, www.centralcoalfields.in), CIL
e-procurement portal https://coalindiatenders.nic.in and
Central Public Procurement Portal https://eprocure.gov.in in
addition, procurement is also done through GeM portal
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itals:-
1.8ale Deed dated 05.06.2008 (doc. No. 2948)
gxec#ted by Vidhya Devi in favour of Neetu
ingl
2.Sale Deed dated 27.01.2016 (doc. No.
11909) executed by Neetu Singh in favour of
Aarti Devi
FIR has already been lodged in lieu of that on
dated 11/8/21
All person/s having a?jy claim against or in
respect of the said Property, or any part
thereof, by way of sale, exchange, mort?age
(equnable/re istered or otherwise), gift, frust
inheritance, family arangement, maintenance,
bequest, partnersh|p possession, lease,
sublease, tenancy, license, lien, charge,
pledge, casement or otherwise howsoever
are ereby requested 1o notify the same in
writing to"us with supporting documentary
evidence at the address mentioned below
within 7 days from the date_hereof, falhnﬁ
which the claim or claims, if any, of sua
Berson or persons will be considered to have
een waived and/or abandoned and our client
shall proceed with the disbursement of loan
against the said Property and subsequent
creation of mortgage in respect thereof.
Kamal Kant Gupta (Advocate}
Shop No. 5 &6, Pki-E, CSC, Mayur Vihar-II,
Delhi-91, Mab. 9810063351

In the Court of Sh. Shirish Aggarwal:
Administrative Civil Judge-cum-
ARC(Central) Delhi-110054.
SC-97/2020  N.D.O.H. 30.10.2021
Ms. Nasreen Begum
Vs.

State & Anr

To

Ms. Nasreen Begum

W/o Late. Sh. Javed Abbas,

R/o 1726, Hauz Sui Walan,

Akhare Wale Gali, Central,

Delhi-110002

................................ Petitioner
FOR SUCCESSION CERTIFICATE

UNDER INDIAN SUCCESSION ACT. 1925

To
All Concerned

Whereas in the above noted petition
the application/petitioner has applied for
succession Certificate for the Hon'ble
Court Under Section-372 of the Indian
succession Act, 1925 in respect of the
debt and securities amount of Rs. xxx
As per record to be standing in the
name of Late Sh. Javed Abbas
deceased.

Whereas the 30.10.2021 at 10'0 clock
in the forenoon has been fixed for
hearing or the application notice is
hereby given to this concerned.

Given under my hand and the seal of
the court on this 11.10.2021

Admn. civil Judge-cum-

Additional Rent Controller (Central)

Tis Hazari Court, Delhi
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Delhi sees first dengue
death, cases touch 1,248

A TOTAL OF
1,072 CASES
AND ONE
DEATH WERE
LOGGED IN
THE ENTIRE
YEAR IN 2020

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

Delhi has reported the first
death due to dengue this
year, while the number of cases
of the vector-borne disease
has reached over 1,248, a senior
civic body official said.

The deceased has been
identified as Mamta Kashyap,
35, a resident of Sarita Vihar in
South Delhi, he said.

According to the report
released by municipal corpo-
rations on Monday, 453 dengue
cases were recorded in Delhi
last week. Out of the total
cases, 181 people traced in
Delhi were infected in other
States, the report said.

The total number of cases
this year till October 9 had
stood at 480. So, 243 fresh cases
have been logged in one week.

The number of cases reported
for the January 1-October 16
period in the previous three
years were 395 (2020), 644
(2019) and 1020 (2018),
according to the report.

A total of 1,072 cases and
one death were logged in the
entire year in 2020, according
to the report released by the
South Delhi Municipal
Corporation, the nodal agency
for tabulating data on vector-
borne diseases in the city.

The number of deaths due
to dengue in years preceding
2020 had stood at two (2019);
four (2018); 10 (2017); and 10
(2016), according to the official
tally maintained by the SDMC.

Last year, 188 dengue cases
were reported in the entire
month of September, and 190
in 2019. In preceding years, the

corresponding figures had
stood at 374 (2018), 1,103
(2017), 1,362 (2016) and 6,775
(2015), according to data
shared by Delhi health depart-
ment on September 22.
Dengue mosquito larvae
breed in clear, standing water,
while those of malaria thrive
even in dirty water. Cases of
vector-borne diseases are usu-
ally reported between July and
November but the period may
stretch till mid-December.
According to the civic
report, 142 cases of malaria and
69 cases of chikungunya have
also been reported till October
16 this year in Delhi. Malaria,
dengue and chikungunya are
accompanied with high fever
and therefore, doctors feel that
people might suspect that they
have contracted Covid-19.

Direct Delhi Govt to
nominate Lokayukt,
BJP tells L-G Baijal

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

he Delhi unit of the

Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) has urged the Lieutenant-
Governor of Delhi Anil Baijal
to immediately direct the Delhi
Government to nominate a
Lokayukt in the national
Capital.

“The office of the Lokayukt
is lying vacant since the last
Lokayukt retired in December
2020 and Delhi’s Arvind
Kejriwal Government is not
taking interest in filling the
vacancy which is important to
ensure transparency in admin-
istration,” Delhi BJP’s
spokesperson Praveen Shankar
Kapoor said.

He further said that
Kejriwal came to power after
drumming up the need for a
Lokpal in States and the coun-
try to ensure administrative
transparency. However, once he
came to power in 2015, the first

) LN

thing he did was to disband the
Lokpal system in his own party
and later sat upon the appoint-
ment of Lokayukt in Delhi for
10 months, he alleged.

“Kejriwal ultimately had to
appoint a Lokayukt in
December 2015 when the then
Leader of the Opposition in the
Delhi Assembly Vijender
Gupta took the matter to the
Delhi High Court.

Now again the office of the
Lokayukt is vacant since the
outgoing Lokayukt retired in
December 2020 but Arvind
Kejriwal is not nominating the
successor;” he said.

Kapoor also said matters
are pending not only against
around 55 MLAs but also
against the Delhi Government
itself and so to keep these
matters suppressed the Chief
Minister is intentionally avoid-
ing nomination of the new
Lokayukt in Delhi.

"

Govt floats tender for
job portal for youth

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

he Delhi Government on

Monday said it has issued
tenders for developing a portal
- Rojgar Bazaar 2.0 to provide
employment-related services
to the youth of the national
Capital. This site will provide
Artificial Intelligence (AI)-
based job matching and end-
to-end employment-related
information to those looking
for jobs in the city.

“Tenders were floated by
the Delhi Government’s
employment department on
October 14, quoted a state-
ment issued from the office of
the Deputy Chief Minister’s
office.

The Rojgar Bazaar 2.0, it
said, will be a “gateway to
access skill training, career
guidance and skill credential-
ing and a mobile app will also
be made available”

Sisodia said that the launch
of Rojgar Bazaar 1.0 in August
last year turned out to be “a life-
line for the unemployed youth
as well as small businesses of
Delhi”.

“Over 14 lakh job-seekers
and 10 lakh jobs have already
been advertised on the current
Rojgar Bazaar portal and no
other job matching platform by
any State Government in India
has been so successful. But we

"

The launch of Rojgar Bazaar
1.0 in August last year
turned out to be a lifeline for
the unemployed youth as
well as small businesses of
Delhi
Deputy CM Sisodia

don’t want to stop here)” he
added.

Rojgar Bazaar 2.0 portal
will bring all the services relat-
ed to skill training, career guid-
ance and job matching on a
first-of-its-kind digital plat-
form in India, said the deputy

CM.
As alarge number of unor-
anised workers cannot access
the digital platform, the Delhi
Government will also institu-
tionalise physical centres to
increase access to Rozgar
Bazaar platform.

Tea seller shot by
drunk boys after
argument: Police

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

A26—year—old tea-seller has
been shot at by a group of
boys in an inebriated state fol-
lowing an argument in
Safdarjung Enclave area of
southwest Delhi. Police said
that they have apprehended
three accused, who are also
juvenile in connection with
the incident while one accused
is still absconding.

The condition of the vic-
tim, identified as Ramkishan,
is stated to be stable.

According to a senior
police official, Ramkishan had
just started setting up his shop
around 4 AM on Sunday when
three boys asked for refresh-
ments.

“When told that it was too
early and the shop was not
ready yet, the boys stood at a
distance and started smoking.
Later, when the tea-seller was
attending nature’s call, the
teenagers who were smoking
nearby made indecorous com-
ments which led to a heated
argument and then a scuffle, he

The condition
of the victim,
identified as
Ramkishan,
is stated to
be stable

said, adding that the boys
called one of their friends to the
spot who shot at the tea-seller;”
said the senior police official.

“The victim sustained a
minor injury on the leg and
was taken to a hospital where
he is stated to be stable. Police
team has registered a case and
apprehended the three juve-
niles while efforts are being
made to nab the fourth,” said
Gaurav Sharma, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Southwest district. The
pistol is yet to be recovered.
Further investigation is under-
way, police said.

Fire breaks out
at LN]JP Hosp,
cloth godown

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

wo fire incidents were

reported in the national
Capital on Monday morning.
In the first incident, the semi-
nar room in the seven-storey
Emergency Block of the LNJP
Hospital where a fire was
reported in the early hours on
Monday was locked when it
had happened, and alertness
and presence of mind shown by
the staff of the facility averted
a major incident.

According to hospital
authorities, the incident took
place around 12:30 am and
some of our staff saw smoke
coming out of the seminar
room, which was locked.

“Showing alertness, they
opened the room immediate-
ly and used small fire extin-
guishers to put it out as much
as possible, until the fire ten-
ders arrived,” said the official.

“The fire had broken out in
the seminar room, located on
the ground floor of the
Emergency Block, and all
patients were immediately
shifted,” the official added.

Atul Garg, the Director of
Delhi Fire Service (DFS) said
that six fire tenders were rushed
to the spot and no casulaity was
reported while the cause of the
fire was being ascertained.

“The room was locked and
if our staff had not been alert,
it could have turned into a big
incident. Their alertness and

presence of mind averted a
major fire incident, as it hap-
pened in a multi-storey block.
Power supply had got briefly
snapped too but we shifted all
the patients on that floor to
another area as smoke was
spreading out;” said the official
of the hospital.

“The room is used for con-
ducting training sessions for
doctors and other staff. Also,
our staff, be it doctors, nurses
or others, have seen the most
challenging times during the
height of the Covid-19 pan-
demic, and so it has made them
tougher I believe in handling a
crisis situation,” said the hos-
pital official. The official at the
facility, located in the heart of
Delhi, said the cause of the fire
is yet to be ascertained but the
smoke was coming out of the
AC vents, indicating a short cir-
cuit may have led to it.

In another fire incident, a
fire broke out at a cloth godown
in Shahdaras Gandhi Nagar
early on Monday but no casu-
alty has been reported so far.

“The fire department
received a call about a fire at a
cloth godown around 2.25 AM
following which nine fire ten-
ders were rushed to the spot,
said the DFS official.

The basement, ground,
first floor and some spaces of
the stairs which were filled with
clothes caught fire, he said,
adding the cause of the blaze is
being as ascertained.

‘Red Light On, Gaadi Off’ campaign launched

Delhi Environment Minister Gopal Rai speaks to the media as volunteers hold
placards at a traffic point as part of Delhi Government's ‘Red Light On, Gaadi Off’
campaign to reduce pollution in the national Capital, in New Delhi on Monday

Ranjan Dimri | Pioneer Photo

Volunteers hold placards at a traffic point as part of Delhi Government’s ‘Red Light
On, Gaadi Off' campaign to reduce pollution in the national Capital, in New Delhi

on Monday

Ranjan Dimri | Pioneer Photo
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head of the onset of win-

ter, when the city witness-
es rising levels of air pollution,
the Delhi Governments ‘Red
light on, Gaadi off” campaign
started on Monday.

Launching the campaign,
Environment Minister Gopal
Rai said that the campaign
has been started to reduce pol-
lution. “We can significantly
protect ourselves from pollu-
tion by just making sure that
we ourselves don’t pollute our
area.

As the incidents of stubble
burning in other states have
started increasing, the pollution
levels of Delhi are also increas-
ing rapidly,” Rai said and
appealed to the commuters to
turn off their vehicles when the
red light is on.

“Reduce one trip a week
and download the Green Delhi
mobile app on their phones,” he
added.

Rai said, “Research data on
pollution shows that vehicular
pollution plays a very promi-
nent role in air pollution. The

Delhi Government is running
an Anti Dust campaign against
Dust Pollution and similarly,
the Red Light On Gaadi Off
campaign has been started to
reduce vehicular pollution
inside Delhi”

The Aam Aadmi Party

(AAP) leader, Rai also men-
tioned about the rising inci-
dents of stubble burning in
neighbouring areas.
“Neighbouring state govern-
ments not discharging their
responsibilities seriously;” Rai
added.

Osteomyelitis: Rare disease

treated at city hospital

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

Doctors at a city hospital
performed a two-stage
surgery to cure a 12-year-old
Kashish who was suffering
from osteomyelitis (a rare but
serious infection of the bone)
and reconstructed her femur
shaft by using her mother’s calf
bone (fibula graft).

Doctors at Aakash
Healthcare, Dwarka said that
five weeks after her trauma, she
was diagnosed with chronic
osteomyelitis acquired during
the surgery of the right femur
following which she com-
plained of pain and swelling of
right thigh along with fever. She
was admitted into the Aakash
hospital on 16 August and was
found to have deformity and
pain in thigh, crepitation (a
crackling sound upon move-
ment), and a painful range of
motion.

“In the first stage of
surgery, dead part of the femur
bone was removed and an
antibiotic spacer was placed at

that site. After a gap of six
weeks, the spacer was removed
and her femoral shaft (thigh
bone) was reconstructed using
fibula graft taken from her
mother in the second stage of
surgery, Dr Aashish Chaudhry,
Director of Orthopaedics, Joint
Replacement and Spine
Surgery said.

“She was brought just in
time as osteomyelitis is a rare
but serious infection that affects
about 2 out of every 10,000
people. Our biggest challenge
was to control the 15 cm infec-

tion of a body part which is the
longest human bone. Her con-
dition required an open reduc-
tion and internal fixation
(ORIF) of the femur as it is a
definitive procedure that facil-
itates early mobilisation and
reduces risk of further infec-
tion,” he said.

Osteomyelitis affects about
two out of every 10,000 people
and can cause necrosis (loss of
blood supply) to the affected
bone and bone tissue death by
disrupting the flow of blood to
the affected area.

5 roads in
Gurugram to
be turned into
model roads

Gurugram: The Municipal
Corporation  Gurugram
(MCG) has started work to
make five roads of Ward-19 as
model roads. A plan has also
been prepared to develop five
roads as model roads.

According to MCG  offi-
cials, five roads of each ward
will be developed as model
roads. According to the devel-
opment plan, footpaths, chairs
and benches will be installed
and trees will be planted.

In Ward-19 these roads
will be developed from service
road of NH-48 to Galaxy Hotel
in Sector-15 Part-2, Skoda
Service Center to Market,
Former Minister Rao
Dharampal’s house to Jharsa
Road, Mother Dairy to Hevo
Apartments and from Civil
Lines Police Station to Jharsa
Dam. The length of roads
would be from 800 meters to
two kilometres. The corpora-
tion has planned to spend
about 70 lakh rupees by mark-
ing these roads.

Farmers ride tractors as they move towards a protest site during an agitation against Noida Authority, in Noida on Monday
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Cong committed
sin by vilifying
Patel, says BJP

PNS B NEW DELHI

Continuing its attack on the
Congress Working
Committee (CWC) and its
proceedings, the BJP on
Monday accused the Congress
of committing a “sin” over
reports that a leader at the
recent CWC meeting made
critical remarks about Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel on the issue
of Jammu and Kashmir and
sought to know if the party
leadership will take action
against him.

Accusing the Congress of
only promoting the dynasty
leaders, BJP spokesperson
Sambit Patra cited reports that
Tariq Hameed Karra, a
Kashmiri leader and a perma-

nent invitee to the Congress
Working Committee, had cred-
ited Jawaharlal Nehru for
Jammu and Kashmir’s inte-
gration with India and had
alleged that the role of Patel was
sidelined.

The BJP leader described
the alleged comments in the
CWC as “sin’”.

Patra wanted to know
whether Congress president
Sonia Gandhi or Rahul object-
ed when Karra “vilified” Patel
and presented Indias first
Home Minister as a “villain”
while praising Nehru.

“Was Karra reprimanded?
Will he be axed from the
CWC, Patra asked, accusing
the Congress of constantly
insulting leaders like Subhas

Nadda lauds party workers for
excellent work during pandemic

PNS B NEW DELHI

Chairing the key office bear-
ers’ meeting here on
Monday to discuss upcoming
Assembly polls in five States,
BJP president Jagat Prakash
Nadda on Monday lauded the
hard work done by party work-
ers during the trying times of
Covid-19 and urged them to
be relevant to the people.
“Parivartan (change) is
constant and an ongoing
process. And I always say,
only those succeed in politics
who stay relevant,” Nadda said
in his address to the gathering,
the first such addressed by him
post-Covid-19 at the BJP head-
quarters after he took over as
president in January 20019.
It has been called by
Nadda to discuss the party’s
strategy for the upcoming
Assembly polls next year and
to assign responsibilities to the
office-bearers, election-in-
charge, state in-charge and
other leaders playing key roles
in the poll-bound States.
Feedback was received by

Nadda from the five poll-
bound States including UP,
Uttarakhand, Goa and Punjab
on the basis of which the
party ticket allotment would
be decided in the coming
months.

After the day-long session
BJP Vice-president Baijant J
Panda briefed the press saying
the BJP is “fully ready” for
elections in five States.

Panda said party regular-
ly took directions from Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to
march ahead for the future
task. He said India is being
globally praised for its vacci-
nation drive and by IMF for
the economic growth.

He said within a couple of
days, the country willl reach

the target of 100 crore Covid-
19 vaccination.

The meeting was attend-
ed by the party’s national gen-
eral secretary (organisational)
BL Santhosh, national gener-
al secretary Arun Singh and
Dushyant Gautam, national
secretaries Vinod Tawde and
Harish Dwivedi.

Party’s Uttar Pradesh in-
charge and national vice pres-
ident Radha Mohan Singh,
BJP’s Uttarakhand and Punjab
in-charge and national gener-
al secretary Dushyant Gautam,
Goa in-charge and national
general secretary CT Ravi,
along with other general sec-
retaries, national secretaries,
vice-president, morcha chiefs
and national spokespersons of
the party were also present at
the meeting.

BJP’s national executive
council meeting is also sched-
uled for November 7.

Assembly elections are
slated in UP, Uttarakhand,
Goa, Manipur (all BJP ruled)
and Punjab (Congress) in
early next year.

Chandra Bose, Patel and
Hindutva ideologue Veer
Savarkar.

The Congress, he alleged,
is reduced to being a party of
a family and works to advance

the family’s rule.

“What sort of mindset is
this that one family has done
everything and others have
done nothing. What the CWC
has done is a sin, he said

adding “this is height of syco-
phancy”.

Earlier this week, the BJP
had described CWC as CPB-
‘’Congress Parivar Bachao
Committee’
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India has always favoured peaceful,
rule-based world order, says Rajnath

PNS B NEW DELHI

As China is increasingly
asserting itself in the
Indian Ocean and Indo-Pacific
region leading to tension,
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Monday said India
has always favoured peaceful,
rule based and stable world
order.

He also said the “geo-
graphical location of our coun-
try is something that makes it
unique in many ways.
Surrounded by the vast expanse
of ocean from three sides, our
country is very important from
the point of view of strategic,
trade and resources”

Sharing this view here
while inaugurating the four-day
Navy Commanders’ here,
Rajnath said as a responsible
maritime stakeholder India
supports consensus based prin-
ciples and a peaceful, open, rule
based and stable world order.

India also envisions Indian
Ocean Region (IOR) with the
universal values of rule based
freedom of navigation and free
trade in which the interests of
all participating countries are
protected, he said.

Being an important coun-
try in this maritime route the
role of our Navy becomes more
important in ensuring the secu-
rity of this region, he said
adding the Navy is effectively
carrying out these responsibil-

ities.

Speaking about the rapid-
ly changing economic and
political relations across the
world, Rajnath said these eco-
nomic interests do cause some
stress in the relations.
Therefore, there is a greater
need to maintain peace and sta-
bility within the Indian
Maritime Zones in order to
boost the trade and economic
activities. India Navy’s role in
ensuring maintenance of this
peace and stability in the region
is going to increase manifold in
the times to come.

“Only those nations have
been successful in gaining
dominance across the world,
whose Navies have been strong
and I am happy to say that our
Navy is playing an important
role in our maritime and
national security;” he said.

Lauding the Navy’s efforts
on self-reliance, the defence
minister noted

“It is worth mentioning
that in the last five financial
years, more than two-thirds of
the Navy’s modernisation bud-
get has been spent on indige-
nous procurement.”

He also said it was a matter
of great pride to know that out
of 41 ships and submarines
ordered by our Navy, 39 are
from Indian shipyards. Thisisa
testament to the Navy”s com-
mitment to ‘AatmaNirbhar
Bharat, the minister said.

On this occasion, he also
launched the ‘Integrated
Unmanned Road Map for
Indian Navy’ This publication
aims to provide a comprehensive
Unmanned Systems Roadmap
in consonance with the Indian
Navy’s Concept of Operations
and chart out a capability devel-
opment plan for the Indian
Navy. A reference version of this
Roadmap will also be promul-
gated for the benefit of industry,
which will promote India’s
‘AatmaNirbhar Bharat’ mission.

The Conference, held twice
a year, will focus on addressing
the contemporary security par-
adigms while seeking ways to
enhance combat capability of the
Navy and make operations more
effective and efficient.

Detailed review of the per-
formance of weapons and sen-
sors, readiness of Indian Navy’s
platforms, ongoing Naval pro-
jects - with focus on ways to
enhance indigenisation through
‘Make in India@ will also be
undertaken by the
Commanders.

The conference would also
dwell upon dynamics of the
geostrategic situation of the
region in the backdrop of recent
events.

The Chief of Defence Staff,
and the Chiefs of Indian Army
and Indian Air Force would also
interact with the Naval
Commanders to address con-
vergence of the three Services.

Fernandez skips appearance before
ED in ¥200-cr money laundering case

PNS B NEW DELHI

Actor Jacqueline Fernandez
again skipped on Monday
her appearance before the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
for questioning in connection
with a probe into an over 3200
crore money-laundering case
against alleged conman Sukesh
Chandrashekar.

This was her third sum-
mons and the agency may
notify another date to secure
her appearance.

The actor is learnt to have
cited professional engagements
as the reason for skipping the
summons, sources said.

Fernandez, 36, has
appeared before the federal
agency once in August and
recorded her statement in this
case as a witness under the pro-
visions of the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA).

The agency wants to con-
front her with the main
accused in the case involving
Chandrasekar and his actor
wife Leena Maria Paul, they
said.

The agency is seeking to
understand some trail of funds
and transactions allegedly
linked to Fernandez in this
case, they further said.

Actor and dancer Nora
Fatehi, 29, recorded her state-
ment with the ED on
Thursday in this case. Fatehi’s
representative had said that
she has been the victim in the
case and being a witness, she
is co-operating and helping the
officers in the investigation.

Chandrasekhar and Paul
were recently arrested by the
ED while they were already

undergoing judicial custody
after being held by the Delhi
Police on charges of cheating
high-profile individuals,
including former Fortis
Healthcare promoter
Shivinder Mohan Singh’s wife
Aditi Singh.

In August, the ED had
searched some of
Chandrasekhar’s premises and
seized a sea-facing bungalow
in Chennai, ¥82.5 lakh cash
and over a dozen luxurious
cars.

Chandrasekhar is a
“known conman” and is being
probed by the Delhi Police in
a case of alleged criminal con-
spiracy, cheating and extortion
to the tune of about 3200
crore, according to an earlier
statement issued by the ED.

Centre resorting to
fax extortion’: Rahul

PNS B NEW DELHI

The Congress on Monday
attacked the Centre over
auto fuel costing more than the
rate at which aviation turbine
fuel (ATF) is sold to airlines.
Former party chief Rahul
Gandbhi alleged that the Centre
was resorting to “tax extortion”

The price of petrol in Delhi
rose to its highest-ever level of
%105.84 alitre and ¥111.77 per
litre in Mumbai, according to
a price notification of state-
owned fuel retailers. In
Mumbai, diesel now comes
for %102.52 a litre; while in
Delhi, it costs 94.57.

Congress leader Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra also took a dig
at the government, saying it
promised to make those wear-
ing ‘hawai chappals’ travel by
air but it has hiked the prices
of petrol and diesel so much
that it has become difficult for
the middle class to travel even
by road.

Tagging a media report on
auto fuels costing a third more
than the rate at which ATF is
sold to airlines, Rahul Gandhi
tweeted that this is a very
serious issue — “simple needs
of the people that are not

being fulfilled today come
before election-vote-politics”.

“I am with the people who
are being cheated for the ben-
efit of Modi’s friends and will
continue to raise their voices,’
the former Congress chief said
in a tweet in Hindi. Priyanka
Gandhi, in a tweet in Hindi,
said, “Had promised that those
wearing ‘hawai chappals’ (slip-
pers) will travel by airplane.
But the BJP government has
hiked the prices of petrol and
diesel so much that now it has
become difficult for those
wearing ‘hawai chappals’ and
the middle class to travel even
by road”

She used the hashtag ‘BJP
lai mehenge din (BJP has
brought expensive days)’ with
her tweet. The Congress, from
its official Twitter handle,
alleged that auto fuels costing
a more than the rate at which
ATF is sold to airlines was a
proof of the Modi govern-
ment’s “loot”.

Petrol and diesel prices
on Sunday were hiked again by
35 paise a litre and after this
hike the auto fuel was now
costing a third more than the
rate at which ATF is sold to air-
lines.

GBI arrests J&K
Grameen Bank official
for accepting bribe

IANS B NEW DELHI

he Central Bureau of

Investigation (CBI) has
arrested two persons including
an official of J&K Grameen
bank for allegedly accepting a
bribe of 20,000 to sanction a
house loan.

The probe agency said that
it  has arrested one
Jatinder Kumar and Kathua,
Parliwand Grameen bank
Branch Head Sanjay Kumar
Sharma.

They received a complaint
that the bank official has

. CENTRAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA

demanded a bribe of 350,000
through Jatinder for processing
and sanction of housing loan of
%20 lakh of the complainant’s
father.

The CBI laid a trap and
caught Jatinder while demand-
ing and accepting the bribe of
320,000 —part payment of the
total bribe.

Searches are being con-
ducted at the premises of both
the accused at Kathua (J&K),
the probe agency stated.

The arrested accused will
be produced before the Special
Judge, CBI Cases, Jammu.

Infants, children equally capable of rephcatmg SARSCoV—2

PNS B NEW DELHI

Infants, children and adoles-
cents are equally capable of
carrying high levels of life and
replicating SARS-CoV-2, the
virus causing Covid-19, in
their respiratory secretions,

researchers have confirmed in
a new study, emphasising that
kids are an essential component
of beating the pandemic.
According to the study,
published in the Journal of
Infectious Diseases, the high
levels of virus correspond with

the live, infectious virus, and
that levels are highest early in
the illness in both symptomatic
and asymptomatic children.
The study was led by a
team from Massachusetts
General Hospital (MGH),
Brigham and Women’s

Hospital,
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Ragon
Institute, MIT
and Harvard.
They studied
110 children
aged two
weeks to 21
years who
tested posi-
tive for
Covid-19 at
MGH or
urgent care
clinics.

T h e
researchers

found no cor-
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“Children can carry the
virus and infect other people,”
said Lael Yonker, a pediatric
pulmonologist at MGH.

“There had been the ques-
tion about whether the high
viral load in children corre-
lated with the live virus. We've
been able to provide a defini-
tive answer that these high
viral loads are infectious,”
Yonker added.

As Covid-19 variants con-
tinue to emerge, infected chil-
dren are potential “reservoirs”
for the evolution of new vari-
ants as well as potential
spreaders of current variants,
she said.

“Kids with Covid-19, even
if asymptomatic, are infec-
tious and can harbour SARS-
CoV-2 variants. Variants could
potentially impact both the
severity of the disease and the
efficacy of vaccines, as we are
seeing with the Delta variant.

When we cultured the live
virus, we found a wide variety
of genetic variants. New vari-
ants have the potential to be
more contagious and also
make kids sicker,” Yonker
noted.

Further, the viral loads of
kids in the hospital were no
different from those found in
hospitalised adults, according
to the study.

Similar evidence was cited
by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
(CDC) suggesting that when
compared to adults, children
“likely have similar viral loads
in their nasopharynx, similar
secondary infection rates, and
can spread the virus to others”
The study called for increasing
awareness of pediatric COVID
and implementing broader
testing programmes for chil-
dren as they are an essential
component in the fight against
Covid-19.

India, Israel agree to
mutually recognise
Covid vax certification

7

IANS B NEW DELHI

xternal Affairs Minister Dr

S Jaishankar and his Israeli
counterpart Yair Lapid on
Monday agreed on the mutu-
al recognition of the Covid-19
vaccination certificates.

Jaishankar, who is on a
three-day visit to the West
Asian country has been hold-
ing meetings with government
officials, business leaders, and
the Indian Jewish community
there.

After the talks with Israeli
Foreign Minister, Jaishankar
said, he had a ‘very productive’
discussion on a wide range of
regional and global issues.

“Very productive talks
today with APM and FM
@YairLapid. Discussed a wide
range of regional and global
issues. Agreed to resume FTA
negotiations next month.
Agreed in principle on mutu-

al recognition of Covid vacci-
nation certification,”
Jaishankar tweeted.

“Last year, India and Israel
have dealt with the COVID-19
pandemic, and we have helped
one another amidst this crisis.
This is how friends and part-
ners behave”, Lapid said.

He also  thanked
Jaishankar for his visit to
Israel, saying a visit preceding
events that will take place
next year will mark 30 years of
bilateral relations between the
two countries.

After the meeting,
Minister of Energy Karine
Elharrar signed the agreement
on the accession of Israel to the
International Solar Alliance, a
global initiative of India.

Earlier in the day,
Jaishankar unveiled a plaque
commemorating the Bhoodan
Grove planted by Sarvodaya
workers in 1960.

Shah chairs security
meet of DGPs, 1GPs,
intelligence officials

IANS B NEW DELHI

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Monday
presided over the National
Security Strategy Conference
(NSSC) through video con-
ferencing to discuss the pre-
vailing security situation in
the country.

Top police sources said all
the Director Generals of
Police of States, Inspector
Generals, selected field offi-
cers of the rank of
Superintendents of Police and
Inspector Generals, heads of
Central Police Forces, intelli-
gence agencies and police
organisations are participating
in this closed-door confer-
ence.

Apart from these police
officials, the National Security
Advisor Ajit Doval,
Intelligence Bureau (IB) Chief
Arvind Kumar and other offi-
cials of the IB, the DGPs of
border guarding forces BSE,
ITBP, and the SSB are also
present at the NSSC along
with the DG of CRPE, sources
said.

According to the officials
in the security agencies, dur-
ing the meeting the prevailing
security situation in the coun-
try is being discussed and
strategy will be chalked out in
view of the emerging new
challenges threatening the
national security.

They also said that the
Kashmir situation will be dis-
cussed threadbare in the wake
of recent individual killings of
non-Kashmiris in the Valley
and to discuss possible
counter measures to effec-
tively prevent these attacks.

The Maoist insurgency in
the country will also be part
of the discussion, sources
added.

The crucial strategic con-
ference gains significance
amid several internal securi-
ty challenges and it is expect-
ed that some new guidelines
will be formulated to deal
with these new challenges,
including cross border crimes,
drugs and issues threatening
the national security at large.

Apart from the J&K issue,
presentations prepared by the
states on the emerging secu-
rity challenges in their respec-
tive areas will also be dis-
cussed in details, a source in
the security set up said,
adding that many southern
states like Kerala, Karnataka,
Tamil Nadu have received ter-
ror inputs by the central agen-
cies, especially after the

Taliban take over of
Afghanistan in August this
year.

The meeting started at 3
p.m. and is likely to continue
till late evening, sources said.
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Kerala:

constructions
wreaks haveoc

KUMAR CHELLAPPAN B KOCHI

uarrying, deforestation
and improper develop-

ment activities along the
Western Ghats are being seen
as the reason behind the fre-
quent landslides and deluge
haunting Kerala, say environ-
mental scientists and
activists.

Monday began in a sad
note in the State as six mem-
bers of a family in
Mundakkayam who were killed
in the landslide were laid to rest
under the auspices of Mar
Jospeph Kallarangatty. Marin,
his mother Clara, wife Sini and
their three children were given
a tearful farewell by the entire
citizens of the town. They were
killed when the house in which
they live was swallowed by the
rushing floodwaters and
hillock.

Heavy downpours
unleashed the districts of
Idukki, Kottayam, Ernakulam
and Pathanamthitta. Vehicular

traffic has come to a grinding
halt as road connecting Idukki
with the rest of the State was
submerged in flood.

“There are 5,000 unautho-
rised quarries in Western Ghats
falling in Kerala. We have near-
ly 300 small and medium dams
out of which 80 are situated in
ecologically sensitive areas.
The quarrying is sure to create
more problems in the coming
days. Kerala will see a major
disaster in days to come,” John
Peruvanthanam, environmen-
tal activist told The Pioneer.

The  obsession of
Governments (past and pre-
sent) to build dams and air-
ports are causing ecological
damage, he said. “The Kerala
Government’s move to go
ahead with the construction of
an air strip in Idukki, alleged-
ly with the blessings of the
Union Government has sur-
prised many because the
impact of the construction
would be felt in Mullaperiyar
Dam),” said John.

Nitin Agarwal elected Dy
Speaker in UP Assembly

Lucknow: BJP-backed Samajwadi Party rebel
Nitin Agarwal was on Monday elected
Deputy Speaker in the Uttar Pradesh
Assembly, defeating his party's official can-
didate Narendra Verma by 244 votes.
Agarwal got 304 votes compared to
Verma's 60 in the polling held through bal-
lot papers at a special one-day Assembly ses-
sion here. Four ballot papers were declared

invalid.

The Bahujan Samaj Party, which has 16
MLAs, and the Congress with its seven boy-

cotted the election.

Carrying placards, Congress workers
protested in front of the assembly building
and accused the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party
of trying to divert attention from the prob-

lems faced by the State.

Agarwal is now the State's first Deputy
Speaker in 14 years. Speaker Hriday Narayan
Dixit called it an important post, saying the
tradition goes dates back to the Vedic era.

Agarwal, a third-term MLA from Hardoi,
is the son of former state minister Naresh
Agarwal who recently switched over to the
BJP from the Samajwadi Party.

BJP has 304 MLAs in the 403-member
House at present and the SP 49, making it a
no-contest election as the ruling camp was

supporting the SP rebel.

Apna Dal (Sonelal) with its nine

MLAs is a BJP ally. The Rashtriya Lok Dal and

the Nishad party have one MLA each. There

are three independent MLAs, while two are
unattached. Seven seats are vacant.

The election, coming just months ahead

side with the SP.

own member.

ly over.

of the crucial assembly polls, highlighted the
absence of any anti-BJP front in the state with
Mayawati's BSP and the Congress refusing to

The three have already decided to fight
the assembly polls separately.

The SP, however, seemed to have won the
support of members of some regional outfits
as it garnered 60 votes, 11 more than its
strength of 49 including Agarwal.

SP chief Akhilesh Yadav has already made
it clear that he will have no alliance with the
bigger parties and is forging tie-ups with the
smaller regional parties.

Back in 2004, BJP's Rajesh Agarwal was
elected unopposed as Deputy Speaker dur-
ing the Mayawati Government's term.
After the declaration of the results, UP Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath justified support-
ing the rebel SP candidate.

He said the ruling party had backed a
young person, but the opposition was unable
to bring forward a young face in the past four
and half years. He termed the SP an "anti-
youth" party which was unable to accept its

Adityanath reminded that technically
Agarwal is a Samajwadi Party MLA.
Newly elected Deputy Speaker Agarwal said
he will take all members along in the func-
tioning of the House.
referring to Agarwal, Leader of the
Opposition Ram Gobind Chaudhary said he
was not made a minister but handed a “lol-
lypop” when the term of the House was near-

Apparently

PTI

ttar Pradesh Chief

Minister
Adityanath congratu-
lated Bharatiya Janata '
Party-backed
Samajwadi Party candi- | = g
date Nitin Agarwal on ©
his victory for the post of deputy
Speaker of the State Assembly,
dubbing it as a picture of the 2022
assembly election results.

Yogi Adityanath also targeted
the SP for its dynastic politics and
its refusal to accept one of its own
MLA as the deputy speaker.

The chief minister, in his
address in the assembly after
Nitin Agarwal was declared elect-
ed as deputy speaker on Monday;,
said the result had exposed the fal-
lacy of the opposition unity.

“The opposition, including SP,
could not show unity even in the
election of the deputy speaker and
this result is a clear indication of
the result of the 2022 UP assem-
bly elections,” he said.

Yogi
expressed sympathy for SP can-
didate Narendra Singh Verma
who polled only 60 votes. “Had

Yogi

Adityanath also

nation 05

Yogi blames SP dynastic
politics for delay in
Dy Speaker's election

PNS W LUCKNOW

the SP made him a
candidate four years
ago, he could have
possibly won,” he
pointed out.

Taking a jibe at
SP’s failure as the
largest Opposition
party, the chief min-

ister said the BJP waited for a full
four-and-a-half years but the SP
did not put forward any names for
the deputy speaker’s post. He
said finally, in view of the last six
months of the House remaining,
the BJP took steps towards ful-
filling this tradition.

Expressing happiness over

getting a young, energetic and
experienced deputy speaker Nitin
Agarwal, Yogi Adityanath said
that "technically” Nitin was also a
member of SP and thus the BJP
had followed the tradition of the
House.

Talking about the defeat of the

SP in the 2022 assembly elections,
the chief minister also exhorted
the SP to rise above ‘parivarvad’
(dynastic politics). “For SP, the
family is the State, whereas for the
BJP, the entire state is a family," the
chief minister asserted.

Naravane takes stock of J&K security

MOHIT KANDHARI ® JAMMU

Indian Army Chief General
Manoj Mukund Naravane
on Monday took stock of the
ongoing counter terrorist oper-
ation as it entered the eighth
day in the thickly forested area
of Nar Khas in Mendhar tehsil
of Poonch.

The Indian army Chief is
also scheduled to visit the for-
ward areas of Rajouri and
Poonch along with top brass of
the Indian army deployed in
the region to prepare their

counter strategy to neutralise
these terrorists at the
earliest.

The Indian Army on
Monday tweeted, "General MM
Naravane, COAS (Chief of
Army Staff) is on a two day
visit to Jammu Region where-
in GOC White Knight Corps
will give an update on securi-
ty situation and operational
preparedness.” "COAS will visit
forward areas and interact with
troops and commanders on
ground,” it added

Using Drone technology,

the Indian army is learnt to
have spotted movement of a
group of terrorists inside the
forest area and has managed to
localise these terrorists.
Firefighting also resumed in
the wee hours of Monday after
a brief lull since Sunday after-
noon.

The Indian army is taking
all necessary measures to min-
imise the collateral damage.

Since October 11, the
Indian army has pressed its
resources including elite para
commandos to hunt down the

heavily armed group of terror-
ists but no major success could
be achieved.

According to the Jammu
and Kashmir police, the ter-
rorists were camping in the area
for over two months and may
have carved out safe hideouts
taking advantage of the thick
forest cover.

So far nine Indian soldiers
including two  Junior
Commissioned Officers have
sacrificed their lives during
firefights ~ with  these
terrorists.

Monday

f Assam on
PTI

Sena leader moves
SC seeking judicial
enquiry into affairs
of NCB at Mumbai

Mumbai: A Shiv Sena leader
has moved the Supreme Court
seeking judicial enquiry into
affairs of Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB) at Mumbai and
its officials in the wake of the
arrest of Aryan Khan, son of
Bollywood actor Shah Rukh
Khan in a case of alleged
seizure of drugs from a cruise
ship in Mumbai.

The petition has urged the
apex court to take suo moto
cognizance to protect the fun-
damental rights of Aryan who
has been booked under the
NDPS Act by NCB, Zonal
Office, Mumbai.“I would like to
point out towards the malafide
style, approach and dirty
vendetta affairs of NCB at
Mumbai and it’s officials tar-
geting select film celebrity &
few models since last two years
and would like to request Your
Honour to order to institute
special judicial investigation
& enquiry to unearth the role
of NCB official,” the plea filed
by Mumbai-based Shiv Sena
leader Kishore Tiwari
said.Referring to the statement
of NCP leader and
Maharashtra Minister Nawab
Malik in which he had cast
aspersions on NCB, the plea
said it’s high time the NCB is
probed by a top court judge to
unravel the truth.

Aryan is currently lodged
in Arthur Road prison in cen-
tral Mumbai in the case of
alleged seizure of drugs from a
cruise ship. PTI

Dry amusement

parks to open 1n
Maha from Oct 22

Deaths come down to 27

TN RAGHUNATHA B MUMBAI

s the Covid-19 crisis began

to subside in Maharashtra,
the State Government on
Monday announced that all
dry amusement parks would re-
open along with cinema halls
from October 22.

A day after Mumbai
recorded zero Covid deaths for
the first time since the break-
out on March 26, 2020, the
Covid-19 task force that met
under the chairmanship of
Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray decided to lift the
ban on dry amusement parks
from October 22. However, the
task force decided to defer the
decision on re-starting water
rides in these amusement parks
to a later date.

Speaking on the occasion,
the chief minister said: “As the
number of Covid-19 cases
seems on the decline, we are
gradually easing the restric-
tions. From October 22
onwards, we will reopen cinema
halls and theatres, while we are
increasing the timings of hotels
and shops”.

Uddhav directed the Public
Health Department officials to
obtain fresh stocks of the Centre
and prepare a plan for starting
the vaccination for children in
the age group from two to 18
years. Meanwhile, Maharashtra
recorded 27 deaths and 1,485

infections on Monday.

With 27 fresh deaths
reported on Sunday, the total
number of deaths in the state
increased from 1,39,789 to
1,39,816,, while the total infec-
tions -- with 1,485 new cases —
went up from 65,91,697 to
65,93,182.

As 2078 patients were dis-
charged from the hospitals
across the state after full recov-
ery, the total number of people
discharged from the hospitals
since the second week of March
last year increased from
64,19,678 to 64,21,756. The
recovery rate in the state rose
from 97.39 per cent to 97.40 per
cent. The total “active cases” in
the state dropped from 28,631
t0 28,008. The fatality rate in the
state stood static at 2.12 per cent.

Pune with 7,843 active cases
emerged as the first in the state
in terms of maximum number
of “active cases” in the state,
while Mumbai with 5,703 stood
second in the state, followed by
Thane (3,672), Ahmednagar
(3,320) and Satara (958).

Of the 6,08,613 samples
sent to various laboratories
across the state so far, 65,93,353
have tested positive (10.79 per
cent) for Covid-19 until
Monday.

Currently, 2,08,613 people
are in home quarantine while
961 people are in institutional
quarantine.

Schools in

Karnataka

to reopen for Classes 1
to 5 from October 25

Bengaluru: With Covid-19
cases declining, Karnataka
Government on Monday per-
mitted re-opening of schools for
students of classes 1 to 5 from
October 25 by strictly adhering
to precautions and guidelines
against the coronavirus.
Also, the Government
announced certain relaxations
for international arrivals at air-
ports while allowing certain
activities like throwing open
swimming pools with certain
conditions.

"Class from 1st to 5th stan-
dards permitted to re-open
from October 25, 2021, by
strictly adhering to Covid-19
appropriate behaviour and
SOPs issued by the Department
of Primary and Secondary
Education. Parental consent
letter for physical classes is
mandatory," an order issued by
Chief Secretary P Ravi Kumar
said.

It has laid down certain
rules such as screening for
Covid-19 symptoms on entry,
50 per cent of the capacity in a
classroom, provision of hand
sanitizers, physical distancing of
a minimum of one metre as
practically feasible, no crowd-
ing, particularly at school entry
and exit, and disinfecting class-
rooms and restrooms daily
using 1 per cent sodium
hypochlorite solution.

Only teachers and staff
who have been vaccinated with
two doses of Covid-19 vaccines

would be allowed in classes 1 to
5, it said. There shall be addi-
tional use of face shield by
teachers who are over 50 years
of age.

"The operational guide-
lines on re-opening of classes I
to 5 will be issued by the
Department of Primary and
Secondary Education," it added.
The Government re-opened
schools for students of classes
6 to 8 from September 6 and for
students of classes 9 to 12 from
August 23.

Earlier in the day, Chief
Minister Basavaraj Bommai
said the Covid-19 Technical
Advisory Committee (TAC)
has given its report and a deci-
sion on re-opening schools for
students from classes one to five
would be announced soon.

Primary and Secondary
Education Minister B C Nagesh
said SOP would be sent to all
the schools probably by
Wednesday, the day being a
public holiday, officials also
have been asked to take extra
precaution as the children are
too young.

Stating that schools have
been functioning for higher
classes for the last one-and-a-
half months now, and there has
not been even a single case of
a child being infected by Covid-
19 because of attending school,
the Minister told parents that
they can send children to school
without any fear, and that cases
are also declining. PTI

A dargah illuminated with lights during Eid Milad-un-Nabi in Ajmer on Monday

PTI

4 family members
killed, 5 hurt after
car collides with

truck in Rajasthan

Barmer (Rajasthan): Four
members of a family were killed
and five others injured when
their car collided head-on with
a truck in Barmer district of
Rajasthan on Monday, police
said. The accident occurred on
a highway under Sindhari police
station area when the family
members were returning home
in Gujarat after visiting Jasol
dham in Barmer.

"Four persons were killed in
the accident," SHO of Sindhari
police station Baldev Ram
said. PTI

[Lawyer shot dead
in Shahjahanpur
district court

Shahjahanpur (UP): A lawyer
was shot dead allegedly by
another on the district court
premises here on Monday after-
noon over an old rivalry, fol-
lowing which four cops were
suspended for negligence, police
said.The victim, Bhupendra
Singh (58), had filed two dozen
cases against Suresh Gupta.
Upset over this, Gupta alleged-
ly killed him, they said.

Taking strong exception to
a serious crime like murder on
the court premises, four police
personnel, including an inspec-
tor, have been placed under sus-
pension, Assistant
Superintendent of Police (City)
Sanjay Kumar said.

Advocate Bhupendra Singh
of Jalalabad tehsil had gone to
the third-floor office of ACJM-
I of the district court in the after-
noon to meet a clerk in con-

nection with some case when a
gunshot was heard and he was
found dead.

Quoting the clerk Singh
had gone to meet,
Superintendent of Police (SP) S
Anand had earlier said that an
illegal 315 bore pistol was found
near the body.A case of murder
was registered against advocate
Suresh Kumar Gupta and his
two sons Gaurav Gupta and
Ankit Gupta. The accused advo-
cate has been arrested, the police
said.Advocates in the district had
launched an indefinite strike,
demanding the killer's immedi-
ate arrest.Bar Association gen-
eral secretary Aneet Kumar
Trivedi, who had led the protest,
told PTT that since the accused
has been arrested, the organi-
sation would meet at 11 am on
Tuesday to decided on further
course of action. PTI

BJP questions
Didi's silence
on Bangla riots

SAUGAR SENGUPTA B KOLKATA

he BJP on Monday

launched a fierce attack on
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee for not spending a
word on the ongoing attacks on
the Hindus in Bangladesh.

In a hard-hitting statement
Bengal Opposition Leader
Suvendu Adhikari said “our
Chief Minister is known for
speaking out of turn and
almost on all issues ... but here
she has been mysteriously silent
on the continuing attacks on
the members of Hindu com-
munity in Bangladesh ... is this
because she does not want to
earn the displeasure of her
vote bank... Is it because she is
afraid of a particular section of
voters in this part of Bengal ...
is she more concerned about
her personal interests and polit-
ical convenience than the cause
of the Hindus”

Taking a dig at the Chief
Minister, the BJP leader said
that she often had referred to
“a particular community (read
the Muslims) as the proverbial
milching cow whose kicks are
to be tolerated for the sake of
the milk it provides ... is it for
the same reason that she is not
uttering a word against the
attack on the Hindus in
Bangladesh ... is she quite
because she does not want to
alienate her milching cow.”

At least five people have
been killed, Durga Puja pandals
pulled down, an ISKCON tem-
ple vandalised and properties
of Hindus torched over the past
week in religious violence in
about in 20 districts of
Bangladesh.

Adhikari’s statements came
when the BJP staged state-
wide protests against the
Bangladesh incident. Protests
were launched at several places
in Kolkata, Siliguri, Baruipur,
Asansol, Cooch Behar,
Balurghat, Hooghly and other
places.

Curiously the Left Front
too protested against the
Bangladesh attacks but in a dif-
ferent manner even as its cadres
made human chains compris-
ing members from both Hindu
and Muslim communities.

Quoting Banerjee the
Opposition Leader said, “the
Chief Minister always says that
‘religion is a personal matter
but festival belongs to all’ ... so
where is that spirit when the
Hindus are attacked in
Bangladesh and when their
properties are destroyed and
looted and their men killed”

Though the Chief Minister
maintained a studied silence
Trinamool Congress leader
and senior Minister Firhad
Hakim condemned the
Bangladesh incident hoping
the “secular Government of Sk
Hasina” would definitely take
action to contain the riots.

“We have a friendly
Government in Bangladesh
which is known for its secular
values ... we have been told
that it is taking ample measures
and we hope it will soon bring
the situation under control
and take measures against the
perpetrators of this violence;

Hakim said.

Kerala couple braves {]

0od, sails

In a cooking vessel to get hitched

Alappuzha (Ker): Love knows
no bounds, not even nature's
fury. Sailing along in a large
cooking vessel through the
flooded streets, a health work-
er couple from the district
beat all odds to exchange their
wedding vows on Monday
here, keen not to miss the spe-
cial occasion to usher in a new
chapter in their life.

The couple's love story
came as a pleasant news for the
rain-battered Kerala, which
has seen tragedy unfold in the
last two days that was marked
by the despair of death, with
bodies being found following
the heavy downpour and land-
slides.

For the newlyweds-- Akash
and Aishwarya-- a large alu-
minium vessel doubled up as
some kind of a boat to trans-
port them to the venue where
the wedding was slated to take
place.

Akash, speaking to PTI,
said theirs was an inter-caste
relationship which was
opposed by an uncle of
Aishwarya and therefore, they
had a registered marriage on
October 5.

Subsequently, they decided
to get married as per Hindu
rites without much delay, but

most of the temples near his
home at Thakazhy here were
accepting bookings 15 days in
advance.

Finally, they found a tem-
ple at Thalavady here which
agreed to host the ceremony on
Monday, he said, adding that it
was supposed to be a small
event attended only by close
friends and family.

However, thanks to their
journey in a cooking vessel to
the wedding hall, now everyone
knows about the marriage,
Akash said, excited about how
the entire episode turned out
and the fame that has come
with it.

He said on Sunday some-
one from the temple had called
him up asking whether he was
willing to postpone the wed-
ding as the venue was filled
with water.

But both of them are
health workers who are on
COVID duty and were unsure
when they would get a holiday
next to get married. Therefore,
they decided not to postpone it
and the temple authorities said
they would make the necessary
arrangements to ferry them to
the venue.

On Monday, when they
reached Thalavady, people were

ready with the cooking vessels,
which belonged to the temple,
to ferry the bride and groom
and also the few family mem-
bers who came with them.
Akash said it was the only
option available at such short
notice.

With two men holding the
cooking vessel for stability,
Akash and Aishwarya sat down
inside it, and with a camera-
man in front, set forth to the
venue.

Akash said he was com-
fortable travelling in the vessel
as it was used for transporta-
tion in the Kuttanad area, as
this region is also called, where
he had grown up.

During the 2018 floods,
this cooking vessel had seen
extensive use as a mode of res-
cuing and transporting those
stuck in their homes.

Entering wedlock in a
flooded hall adjacent to the
temple the couple were joined
by a small group of relatives.

The couple told reporters
-- who were covering the rising
water levels in the district and
had arrived at the hall after
hearing about the nuptials --
that due to Covid-19 they had
kept the invitees to the mini-
mum. PTI
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PAPER WITH PASSION

Revival effort

Sasikala’s attempt to make herself

politically relevant again still lacks teeth

tis the golden jubilee year of the AIADMK in Tamil Nadu, but the celebrations are
| muted. It lacks a unifying leader. It lost power to rival DMK. Its workers have been
caught in factional fights ever since Jayalalithaa died. Can such a party dare think
of a revival? A close aide of the late Puratchi Thalaivi, VK Sasikala, thinks so. She
wants to revive, if not the party, at least her chances of becoming the leader. Coming
out of prison after serving a four-year term in a corruption case, she used the occa-
sion of the 50th year of the founding of the party to make herself politically rele-
vant once again. Her political errands were low-key but not publicity-shy. She vis-
ited party mausoleums and museums in Chennai to pay her obeisance to MGR and
Jayalalithaa. She talked to party workers about bringing back Jayalithaa’s legacy;
it was not yet the time to address the people. She proposes to tour the State, to
assess the mood of the workers. Sasikala’s open-
ing gambit is now complete. It is for the party’s
dual leadership — Edappadi K Palaniswami and
Ottakarathevar Panneerselvam — to respond. The
former has taken credit for the AIADMK avoiding
a rout in the assembly elections and surprisingly
getting 77 seats. He thinks that makes him a bet-
ter leader than OPS. The latter is more suscepti-
ble to Sasikala’s influence because they share the
same caste. It is not a difficult task for her to break
the dual leadership but she would not want the party
to break. That would not serve her purpose. She
wants to see how the 2017 heist-cum-murder incident in Jayalalithaa’s Kodanad
estate affects the OPS-EPS duo. EPS, the then Chief Minister, did not order a spe-
cial probe. The DMK Government now has. All this has left the party workers a con-
fused lot. They do not know who among the three leaders has the staying power.
They want to see if Sasikala has the advantage of a sympathy factor because of
her association with ‘Amma’. They will wait to check if the Kodanad probe troubles
EPS and OPS. That is why none of the leaders is in a hurry to make a move.
The person who can keep the AIADMK united and maintain the State’s bipo-
lar politics has a chance of succeeding Jayalalithaa. Not even the DMK wants a
challenger in the state other than the AIADMK. MK Stalin has gone on record
saying that. The Congress knows its place already. The BJP, however, is intent
on joining the party. It had originally bet on the AIADMK’s decimation in the elec-
tions, hoping to find a factional partner if the party broke up. That did not hap-
pen as OPS-EPS had a bigger objective: grabbing party reins. However, Sasikala
recused herself from the elections as questions were raised about an invisible
hand influencing her decision. Can she summon the courage to keep the nation-
al parties at bay like Jayalalithaa?

Volunteers hold placards during the ‘Red Light On, Gaadi Off’ campaign in Delhi

Flood and fury

Despite warnings and alerts from the IMD,
official response in Kerala has been missing
IVIonsoon, the subcontinent’s unique weather phenomenon, has inspired writ-

Ranjan Dimri | The Pioneer

ers ranging from Kalidasa to Alexander Frater. While the former integrated the

beauty and romance of monsoon in his '‘Meghdoot', Frater informed the world
about its vagaries and how it impacted the socio-economic lives of millions in his trav-
elogue 'Chasing The Monsoon'. Till the early 1970s, the monsoon used to pass over
the Indian landscape in an elegant pattern. But over
the last few years, the monsoon’s fury has started
striking Kerala, and India at large, quite regularly. The
year 2018 saw nature at its worst, claiming hundreds
of lives and devouring thousands of houses and acres
of farm lands in God's Own Country. Kerala was under
the spell of heavy rains and winds over the last few
weeks and this took a turn for the worse as the depres-
sions in the Bay of Bengal and the Arabian Sea devel-
oped into downpours and heavy winds. Warnings
issued by the Indian Meteorological Department and
the local Cochin University of Science and Technology
do not seem to have been noticed by the persons who govern the State. Officials have
confirmed that rains and landslides claimed more than 30 lives till Monday.

This is going to be the pattern of monsoon in coming weeks and months, accord-
ing to Prof S Abhilash, Department of Atmospheric Sciences, CUSAT. He says there
is a change in the pattern of rain distribution, intensity of rain and cloud structure. There
has been no dearth of warnings and weather alerts from the IMD but something is
missing in the official response to these timely bulletins. The cloudbursts and land-
slides are being seen as the fallout of the wanton destruction of the fragile ecosystem
in the State. Since the 1960s, the rainforests were slaughtered to build dams and facil-
itate planting of cash crops like rubber and spices. P K Ramachandran, a veteran botanist
with Rubber Board, laments over the report he made which made the Government to
promote planting of rubber in thousands of hectares of rain forests. Policy makers for-
got the State’s proximity to the sea while the ecological devastation of Western Ghats
led to flood and fury becoming regular events in Kerala. The land known for its serene
nature has taken a vengeful persona, proving yet again that any unregulated action and
irresponsibility by mankind will not go unpunished by Nature.

How the Partition

helped India

In an undivided India with no Pakistan or Bangladesh in existence, the
larger population would have been only 60 per cent non- I\/Iusllm

ran Chopra, who later
rose to be the editor of the
Statesman, was reporting

on an election which said
a lot. A public meeting was held
at Jalandhar in the middle of
which there was azaan or a call for
prayer. The crowd went to pray
but Jinnah sat down on a chair,
pulled out a cigar and lit it. He
smoked until the crowd returned
and then resumed his speech in
English. The only other language
he could speak was Gujarati. He
had had no leisure to learn Urdu.
Whenever Jinnah shouted “Islam
is in danger’, the crowd endorsed
him loudly. The instance of a
Muslim leader shunning prayer
and smoking is telling.

If not the leader, what was he
who succeeded in dividing a sub-
continent? Evidently, he was the
advocate-general for Pakistan. He
could see that Muslims in India
were generally nervous, if not also
frightened. They were less educat-
ed than the Hindus and were
fewer in the total number in the
country. Furthermore, not even
their elite owned industries and
Nehru’s socialist Government
would take away their land.
Muslims, who had ruled India for
centuries, would be reduced to
servants and clerks of Hindus.

The Advocate had a formula
of Pakistan which to Aligarh stu-
dents meant a New Medina which
could go on to throw up a Caliph.
There was no reigning religious-
cum-temporal head of Sunni
Islam. The last one was the Sultan
of Turkey whom Kemal Ataturk
had dethroned and exiled in 1924.
There had been no replacement.
He planned a viable strategy for
his clients — the Muslims — and
got on with his job. He had been
the highest-paid barrister in the
British Empire for several years.
For dividing the country, his fees
would be a place in history’s hall
of fame.

To indicate his role as an advo-
cate, when he went, for the first
time, to Dacca in the Eastern wing
of Pakistan in February 1948, the
university students demanded
Bengali also to be a national lan-
guage. Jinnah insisted that it can
only be one tongue namely Urdu.
He was curt, he did not know the
Bengali psyche, and sowed the
seeds of what eventually became
Bangladesh. A leader would have

o4
I

been more tactful and concil-
iatory. He did something sim-
ilar in Delhi as he was finally
leaving for Karachi. Some local
Muslims had gathered in anx-
iety to ask their Qaid-e-Azam
what could happen to them
now that Partition has taken
place? His reply was hurried
and curt; I have achieved for
you what you wanted; now look
after yourself. What more can
I do? Again the attitude of an
advocate and not a leader.

On the last day of his life in
September 1948, his health
was deteriorating at Quetta,
where he had gone to rest. His
sister Fatima was with him and
a British doctor. As his plane
landed in Karachi, an old
ambulance was awaiting his
arrival. Remember, he was the
Governor-General. Within two
or three mile, the vehicle
stopped and would not move
forward. So the doctor took
another ambulance, which took
an hour or so to arrive and take
an ailing Jinnah to his resi-
dence. That same evening at say
10 pm, he died. The next day
he was buried but reportedly in
a Savile Row tailored suit.
Coincidentally, he died in the
city of his birth, namely
Karachi.

Jinnah achieved what he
had set out on March 23, 1940,
at Lahore. His death was no
tragedy, because it was not an
end with unfulfilled aspirations.

WITHOUT JINNAH,
THE PARTITION
WAS UNLIKELY.  ident.

MANY MUSLIMS
BELIEVE THAT
WITHOUT THE
QAID-E-AZAM,

THERE WOULD
HAVE BEEN NO ONE
TO NEGOTIATE
WITH THE

BRITISH RULERS

LETTERS Ny}

Had he died unfulfilled, it
would have been somewhat
tragic for him, but more so for
Hindus. The simple reason is
that there would have been no
Partition; without Jinnah,
Partition was most unlikely.
Many Muslims believe that
without the Qaid-e-Azam,
there would have been no one
to negotiate with the British
rulers. The Muslims had no
other all-India leader. It is in
this belief the Muslim League
requested him to jettison his
practice in a barrister in
London welcome him back to
India, as the Leaguess life pres-

To be convinced fully that
Hindus needed the Partition,
one has to digest the arguments
laid out by Dr B R Ambedkar
which are available in Volume
VI of his Complete Works. In
his one blunt statement,
Babasaheb declared, “An
enemy without one’s borders is
more desirable than an enemy
within”. He went on to write
that the Hindu provinces were
paying much more tax, whose
revenue was shared by the
Muslim provinces. Yet because
of their religious restrictions
Muslim soldiers could not have
fought for India, had the invad-
ing enemy been Muslim. The
Khilafat Committee had
endorsed this, as also the
Muslim League.

In any case, in an undivid-

THE WALL’S SECOND INNINGS

Sir — Adroit Rahul Dravid would
make a dexterous head coach of the
Indian cricket team. He has always been
an asset for the team in every role be it
of a player, a captain or a coach). Dravid
has already coached the India-A and the
U-19 team for six years. His vast expe-
rience is certainly an advantage for
young players who need just the right
guidance and discipline. His cricketing
skills, dexterity, decision making and
strategic moves have proven successful
in various capacities.

A quality that differentiates a good
player and a great player is discipline,
and Rahul Dravid has always been
known for his impeccable discipline and
focus. His unwavering temperament, no
matter how ferocious the bowler
seemed, puts him ahead of the league.
Our young, and even experienced play-
ers, can learn a thing or two about dis-
cipline from the master himself and
become ‘great’ players. Dravid's forte are
team building and team approach. He
has the ability to build on strengths,
suitability (batting, bowling, fielding,
field placement). His system's students
such as Rishab Pant, Avesh Khan,
Prithvi Shaw, Hanuma Vihari and
Shubnam Gill are proof of the pudding.

Nivriti Sreelekha | Secunderabad

RUSSIAN FILMMAKERS TAKE IT T0 SPACE
Sir — The recent return of the Russian
filmmakers from the International Space
Station after finishing up their film shoot
has increased the thrills of movie lovers
manifold. It is extremely exciting to
watch space scenes, which until now
were artificially created with graphic
designs. Shooting in space for 12 days
must have been extremely hard to man-
age than a routine shoot on earth.
Russians have historic success in space
and now after finishing a shoot in space
this time, Russia once again becomes the
first country to do so.

Space has many endeavours to be
explored by mankind. Space tourism and
private space commercial capsule flights
had already created a buzz and now a

E EDITOR

|.I|B III Kerala goes under

saw Kerala reeling under torrential rains

and resultant floods that left a long trail
of disaster caused by many landslides. At
Least 26 people have so far lost their lives
and in a heart-wrenching scene, bodies of
three children of eight, seven and four years
holding on to each other were also found
buried under the debris by the rescue team
in ldukki district. The India Meteorological

As ill luck would have it, Saturday noon

movie shoot opens many more possibil-
ities. But the alarm bell rings right here.
It is good that man has made space more
accessible than ever before, but we also
must be aware that our vision to explore
more may harm the ecosystem.
Therefore it is a big achievement to suc-
cessfully finish shooting in space, but we
must pledge to not ruin it with anthro-
pogenic debris and leftovers that were
used in projects of various types.

Kirti Wadhawan | Kanpur

BEHIND THE GLAMOUR OF SOCIAL MEDIA
Sir — From pings and chat windows to
pokes and emoticons, everything exists
in social media platforms to bring
people closer. It helps learn new things,
make new friends, explore new oppor-
tunities and develop new perspectives.
But every coin has two sides. Young
teenagers spend a lot of time browsing
social media apps, particularly,
Facebook, as they find it the best form
of communication. But it is treacherous
for the teenagers as it directly affects

Department (IMD) officials have also
expressed apprehensions of a cloudburst
having caused these unseasonal heavy rains
wreaking havoc.

The Army, the Navy and the IAF teams
have also joined hands with the civil
administrations while the National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) is going to deploy
11 teams to help in the rescue operations
in the most affected districts. This bodes well
for the bereft families that taking a serious
view of the grim situation, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has spoken to Kerala Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan assuring him of all
the possible aid while simultaneously
announcing a 100 crore immediate relief
package for the State. Let’s all pray to the
Almighty to give strength to all those on the
receiving end of this natural calamity to bear
with these painfully hard times with
immense courage.

Azhar A Khan | Rampu

their mental health. It spreads toxicity
among youths. It is also not safe for the
nation as it can be used to steal sensi-
tive data by the enemies. It damages
youngsters beyond measure.
Nowadays, people of all ages are
glued to their phones to browse through
social media applications like Facebook,
Instagram, WhatsApp, Twitter and
many more. Half cooked stories and
false news being spread is adversely
affecting the very roots of the society.
Everybody feels lonely in spite of being
a member of several groups on social
media. It is addictive as well as toxic and
affects the self esteem of individuals. It
is crucial that parents teach their chil-
dren the adversaries around such apps.
Even in schools, kids should be made
aware of the truth behind the glamour
of social media which takes a toll on
their health as they start to use it.
Somya Agrawal | Ujjain

Send your feedback to;
letterstopioneer@gmail.com

PRAFULL GORADIA

ed India with no Pakistan or
Bangladesh in sight, the larger
population of the country
would have been only 60 per
cent non-Muslim. This 60 per
cent would be too low to pre-
vent either an Islamic takeover
or an open civil war. In other
words, Hindu civilisation
would have found it difficult to
survive. It is not improbable
that the Hindus might have lost
this civil war. For one, the
Muslims in the Indian army
exceeded the rest, especially if
one counted only the fighting
units minus the non-combat-
ant ones. Secondly, Hindus
particularly would have been
reluctant to shed blood and
take the lives of those when
they looked upon as their
brethren. Consequently, India
would gone back to being a
Dar-ul-Islam, which it had
been for many centuries until
1858. The last Mughal incum-
bent on the throne, Bahadur
Shah Zafar was arrested and
exiled to Yangon in Burma
(then Rangoon), which was
when the Islamic world recog-
nised that we had ceased to be
an Islamic State.

(This concludes the series on
Muhammad Ali Jinnah’s role in
India-Pak Partition.)

(The writer is a well-known
columnist, an author and a
former member of the Rajya
Sabha. The views expressed
are personal.)
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To benefit a few
friends of the Prime
Minister, the public
is being cheated and
| will stand with the
people.

Congress leader
— Rahul Gandhl

|\ W Israel should stop

" all its measures
against our people
in the West Bank,
East Jerusalem, and

the Gaza Strip.

Palestinian President
— Mahmoud Abbas

Most of my films are [
meant for families to 9
come in and engage,

take back an impor- 1/ =1
tant message and be
thoroughly entertained.

Actor
— Ayushmann Khurrana

For me, Mahi is my
brother. | respect
and admire the fact
that he was there
when | needed him

the most.

Indian all-rounder
— Hardik Pandya

As a token of my

sympathy, | would i 2E
like to make a dona- .°
tion...towards the k
relief and rescue

efforts in Kerala.

Spiritual leader
— Dalai Lama
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INFLATION AND THE
GATI SHAKTI PLAN

The rising global fuel prices and a domestic
policy of high taxation is a major concern

ik el
SHIVAJI SARKAR
The Gati Shakii plan is aimed at coordinating infrastructure schemes

of various Central Ministries and State Governments to ensure

quick and efficient completion of works. It was perhaps a long-
term need for a nation that is on booster doses of revenue injection
through borrowings to push growth. Gati plan would try to help in
timely implementation of projects through coordination of 16 Central
Government departments and avoiding duplication for cutting costs.
The new plan is stated to check the expenses on different projects
but not check galloping inflation. Though food prices were in check
for about eight months, the latest reports suggest that food and veg-
etable prices are shooting up in many areas. Industry department data
say that certain food items’ contraction has brought down food infla-
tion to 4.69 per cent in September. During the same time, manufac-
tured products’ prices soared to 11.41 per cent from 11.39 per cent
in August. Pulses rose 9.42 percent and in October, onion and fruit
prices have started soaring. Food prices are not decelerating across
the board. In the manufactured category, prices of basic metals rose
to 26.71 per cent and textiles remain elevated at 26.09 per cent.
Interestingly enough, activities in different sectors have not yet picked
up the pace needed to give the desired effect. A major reason is the

rising global fuel prices and a domestic policy of high taxation on petro-
leum products, a concern expressed by RBI. Overall, inflation also
pushes up wages and other costs. Global fuel prices have started firm-
ing up now with an increase in demand. India takes a double hit as
a result. Food grain doles are keeping the prices in check to a cer-
tain level. However, as activities increase so do domestic demand.
This is what a coordination committee has to look at. With crude
prices hovering around $80 a barrel and likely to firm up further, the
inflation scenario may become grim. Whether the Gati-Shakti plan, using
geo-mapping and real-time data, can check rising prices would be inter-
esting to observe. Pressures like rising wage and transportation costs
could increase further. The Bloomberg commodity index crossed 100
in the last week of September, first time since 2015, and continues to
stay at that level. Prices of coal and crude oil have risen. The RBI's
monetary policy committee expects inflation to start increasing from
the October-December quarter onwards. The WPI inflation is to rise,
the MPC forecasts. Technically measured by consumer price index (CPI),
inflation is at a low. It grew at 4.35 per cent, but overall, it has come
down by 195 basis points. Inflation also impacts purchasing power.
Consumers are yet not flocking to the market. Sales are not increas-
ing. Many units are unable to transfer the additional costs on fuel to
the consumers. Even the truckers face this problem. They cannot let
their fleet remain idle. So even at lower prices they agree to transport
goods. Another aspect is a kind of stagnation in income levels and in
some cases even rising income is not seeing the end of poverty. There
is concern about inequality-driven inflation. While the Gati Shakti has
raised high hopes of completing projects within the budgetary expens-
es, to give pace to it, another master plan to check inflation is need-
ed. The administered prices of petroleum products along with the high-
er cost on road travel also have to be seen from the aspect of coor-
dination. Coordinated pricing is key to the success of the Prime Minister’s
new master plan. At lower fuel prices, there would be more activities,
more revenue generation and the aim of the NDA Government to have
an overall development could be achieved.
(The writer is a senior journalist. The views expressed
are personal.)
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The Air India sale :

£

Persistent neglect of Air India for over a decade and even during the
period when its sale was under consideration has cost the exchequer dear

n June 28, 2017, the then Finance :
Minister, the late Arun Jaitely,
had announced the ‘in-principle’

decision of the Union Cabinet for :
strategic divestment of Air India (AI) and :

five of its subsidiaries.

Over 50 months there after, on :
September 8, 2021, the Government has :
informed about its decision to privatise Al
and its 100 percent subsidiary, Air India :
Express Limited (AIEL) and its 51 percent :
share in Air India Air Transport Services
Limited (AIATSL). The iconic Maharajahas
gone back to the hangar of the Tata Group :
almost 68 years after the company was :
nationalized in 1953. The Al privatization :

saga reveals four major pitfalls.

First, the move has been half-hearted :
from day one. That is a manifestation of
an inherent tendency amongst bureaucrats
and the political class to retain some con- :
trols even after divestment as also to ensure :
that employees continue to enjoy a protec-

tive cover even under the new boss.

The first attempt in 2017-18 came a :
cropper because in that offer, the :
Government insisted on retaining 24 per- :
cent shareholding with itself, retention of :
the employees besides imposing other con- :
ditions such as a minimum lock-in peri- :
od of three years, etc.An additional rider :
was a requirement that the acquirer will :
have to take over a major slice of the debt :
on the books of AL The investors showed :

no interest.

Eventually, the half-heartedness has :
given way to whole-heartedness even as the
Government decided to sell 100 percent of
its stake as also letting the acquirer shed :
employees after one year. It has also :
allowed the bidders to quote the ‘enterprise
value’ - financial jargon for letting them get :
away with very little debt on the balance :

sheet of the divested undertaking.

However, the delay has come at a heavy :
cost to the Union Government. When the :
disinvestment was initially mooted, AT had :
a debt of around ¥50,000 crore. According
to the secretary, Department of investment
and public asset management), Al has been
making a loss of 320 crore per day. No won-
der, its cumulative debt has now ballooned

to around 77,500 crore.

Second, after a disinvestment plan is :
taken on board, the scale of indifference to
the working of the concerned PSU gets :
perked up which deteriorates its financial :
health further. As on March 31, 2021, AT :
had a debt 0f¥58,000 crore. During the next :
five months till August 31, 2021, an addi- :
tional debt of I3500 crore accrued. :
Furthermore, the Maharaja has piled up :
‘unpaid bills” of oil PSUs, airport dues and
dozens of other vendors aggregating to :

316,000 crore.

Put together, AI has liabilities of :
77,500 crore. Of this, Tata will pay only :
%18,000 crore by taking over debt of :
15,300 crore and give 2700 crore as equi-
ty. That leaves a whopping liability of a min- :
imum around 360,000crore with the Union :
Government (this could increase further :

WITH DOZENS
OF PSU
DIVESTMENTS
LINED UP, IT IS
IMPERATIVE
THAT THE
GOVERNMENT
LEARNS THE
RIGHT LESSONS
FROM MISTAKES
OF THE PAST.
THAT WILL HELP
MAXIMISE
REALISATION
FROM THE SALE
OF PROFITABLE
UNDERTAKINGS
AND MINIMISE
THE LIABILITIES
ARISING FROM
THE LOSSMAKING
COMPANIES

(The writer is a policy
analyst. The views
expressed are personal.)

¢ as and when more unmet obliga-
: tions come out of the cupboard)
¢ which will be transferred in its
i entirety to a special purpose vehi-
i cle named Air India Asset Holding
i Company Limited (AIAHCL).

The Centre will retain the non-

¢ core assets such as land, buildings,
¢ and housing colonies which,on
i sale, could fetch about 15,000
¢ crore. Evenifall of it is realized, the
¢ AIAHCL would be saddled with
i 345,000 crore. This amount will
¢ eventually come from tax payers’
i pocket and is over and above a
i whopping ¥110,000 crore already
¢ sunk since 2009-10 to keep it afloat.

Third, bureaucratic red tape

i rules the roost. Almost all process-
i es starting from conception, getting
i approvals, Preliminary Information
i Memorandum (PIM), Request for
i Proposal (RFP), inviting financial
i bids, selection of bidder, Share
i Purchase Agreement (SPA) and so
i on, crucial to successful completion
i of disinvestment are hamstrung by
i it. Add to this, the reluctance of
. bureaucrats to take timely decisions
i fearing they might be questioned
i after retirement.

The sale of AI has not

¢ remained unaffected by this mal-
: ady. Some measures - reportedly
¢ under consideration — such as
i leaving decisions in regard to
: PIM, RFP and SPA to the DIPAM
. only (at present, these issues are
i decided by an inter-ministerial
¢ committee co-chaired by secretary,
i DIPAM and secretary of the con-
i cerned administrative ministry)are

¢ half-baked reforms.

Fourth, PSUs are often pushed

into a loss-making’ situation by the
political establishment(fully aided
by the bureaucracy). This happens
because of continuous interfer-
ence by the latter in the working of
these undertakings which is man-
ifesting excessive manpower, high
overhead cost, inflated payments to
vendors etc. In case of Al in 2007,
it reached its nadir when the polit-
ical bosses directed the manage-
ment to procure 111 aircraft (for
70,000 crores) which was four
times the requirement of only 28
put up by the management.

When a firm creates a huge lia-
bility (the aircraft purchases were
funded by borrowings from a con-
sortium of banks) with no match-
ing business to put the assets to use,
it inevitably leads to an unsustain-
able situation. The cash generation
is bound to be too little vis-a-vis the
requirement to amortize the loans.
The irony is that the then
Government did nothing to boost
utilisation of the aircraft. Far from
that, it gave away excessive bilater-
al seats and profitable routes to for-
eign/private airlines thereby ensur-
ing that most of these aircraft sit
idle. The other flawed decision was
the merger of Indian Airlines with
AT (2007). Even as there was little
to gain by way of synergies (merg-
ers are normally driven by this
logic), vast differences in the work
culture ethos, compensation pack-
ages, age profile of employees of the
two entities led to operational inef-
ficiencies thereby compounding
losses and increasing debt of the
combined entity.

To conclude, persistent neglect

POINTCOUNTERPOINT

IF YOU (BJP) WANT TO FIGHT, FIGHT LIKE
MEN. DON’T USE THE ED, CBI. THIS IS NOT
MACHISMO. THIS IS UNMANLY.
—MAHARASHTRA CHIEF MINISTER
UDDHAV THACKERAY

i N

of Al for over a decade and even
during the period when its sale was
under consideration has cost the
exchequer dear. It is better late than
never. By taking a call now (the deal
is expected to be consummated by
December, 2021), the Modi govern-
ment has averted more drainage of
resources besides garnering 318,000
crore (paid by Tata) plus another
%15,000 crore being the value of
non-core assets retained by it.

With dozens of PSU divest-
ments lined up, it is imperative that
the government takes the right les-
son from mistakes of the past — as
discussed above. That will help
maximize realization from the sale
of profitable undertakings and
minimize the liabilities arising
from abandoning the loss-making
ones.

For instance, in case of Al if
only it had acted with alacrity in
2017-18 offering to oftload 100 per-
cent shareholding and no other
encumbrance, it could not only
have prevented further increase in
debt but also successfully leveraged
its lucrative assets (apart from 141
planes, it controls 4,400 domestic
and 1,800 international landing and
parking slots at domestic airports,
as well as 900 slots at airports over-
seas, besides ownership of iconic
brands like Maharaja) to secure a
much higher valuation thereby
reducing its burden.

Let us hope, henceforth Prime
Minister Narendra Modi goes for
awholehearted approach and with
a proactive and supportive bureau-
cracy he gets much better outcomes
from the sales in the pipeline.

HAD THESE AGENCIES BEEN MISUSED, THEN
HALF OF YOUR MINISTERS WOULD HAVE

BEEN IN JAIL.
—BJP LEADER
DEVENDRA FADNAVIS

Polexit? 'The Poles wouldn’t want that

Poland has benefited enormously from grants and loans from the richer EU countries to the poorer ones: the country looks different already

which brought hard-right

populist Governments to
power in a number of Central
European countries is start-
ing to go out again.

In the Czech Republic,
billionaire oligarch Andrej
Babi$ suffered a surprise
defeat in his bid to be re-
elected Prime Minister on
Sunday. The last straw may
have been the revelation in
the ‘Pandora Papers’ only
days before that he had set up
an offshore company to
secretly buy a $17.6 million
mansion in southern France.

In Hungary, Jew-baiting,
Muslim-hating, ultra-nation-
alist President Viktor Orban
suddenly has to worry about
winning re-election next year.
The perennially split opposi-
tion parties managed to unite

It is possible that the tide

VN 2

GWYNNE DYER

(Gwynne Dyer's new
book is 'The Shortest History
of War'. The views
expressed are personal.)

last October and made their
candidate mayor of Budapest,
Hungary’s capital. If they can
manage to stay united, they
might even bring Orban
down next year.

And in Poland, which
has twice the population of
the other two combined, the
populist Law and Justice
Party (PiS) is drifting into
troubled waters too. It does-
n't face re-election until 2023,
but by then it may have
managed to get Poland
expelled from the European
Union: Polexit. That would
greatly upset the 88 per cent
of Poles who want to stay in
the EUL

The PiS is a deeply con-
servative party in the
Catholic tradition, with pop-
ulist trimmings like a
Government subsidy of $150

per month for each child
under 18. Its voters are most-
ly rural and small town,
deeply religious, older, and
poorly educated. They
respond well to racist, xeno-
phobic and anti-semitic
rhetoric. Donald Trump
would feel right at home.
The PiS has been in
power since 2015, but almost
every recent election has
been a hair’s-breadth victory:
it is as unpopular in the lib-
eral cities as it is beloved in
the deeply religious villages.
So it set itself the task of

improving its chances in
future elections.

One obvious measure was
to take control of the media.
That was easy with the state-
owned media: they were sup-
posed to be impartial, but the
government controls their
budgets. However, it proved
impossible to take over or
freeze out the independent
media, especially the foreign-
owned ones, because EU law
defends free speech.

Polish courts upheld the
EU laws, because every
member country had to
pledge when it joined that on
such matters EU law takes
precedence over national
laws and constitutions. So,
the PiS decided to get around
this roadblock by ‘reforming’
the Polish courts: if you don't
like the judgements, change

the judges.

First the PiS Government
forced a lot of judges out by
lowering the retirement age,
and replaced them with PiS
supporters. When the EU
objected to this blatantly
political tampering with the
courts, it packed the
Constitutional Tribunal with
its own people - and they
declared that Polish law is
superior to EU law last
Friday. At that point, the
Play-Dobh hit the fan.

The European
Commission declared that
rulings by the European
Court of Justice are “binding
on all member states’ author-
ities, including national
courts” France’s Europe
minister was blunter: “There
is the risk of a de facto exit”
He’s right. The PiS is playing

a game of chicken with the
EU, of course, and has no
intention of actually leaving
the EU. As the streets of
Warsaw and other Polish big
cities filled with young peo-
ple chanting “Zostajemy’
(‘We’re staying’), Prime
Minister Mateusz
Morawiecki declared “The
place of Poland is and will be
in the European family of
nations” - but he is already in
over his head.

Reason and instinct both
argue that this storm will
blow itself out. Poland has
benefited enormously from
seventeen years of grants and
loans from the richer EU
countries to the poorer ones:
the whole country looks dif-
ferent already.

Right now, Poland is
awaiting approval of a $65

billion transfer from Brussels
as its share of the EU’s $865
billion post-Covid ‘stimulus
package’ But that and much
else might not come if Poland
is in revolt against the EU’s
rules.

Russia is still close, and
although nobody is expecting
a Russian invasion at the
moment, all of Polish histo-
ry is shouting that you don’t
want to be alone out there.

And nine out of Poles
want to stay in the EU.

So, it really should all
blow over, but games of
chicken are tricky. You have
to drive like you have a death
wish, and then turn away at
the last second - but just after
the other guy did. Its really
hard to get the timing right,
and if you get it wrong, you
drive off the cliff. Polexit.



& the pioncer

NEW DELHI | TUESDAY | OCTOBER 19, 2021

China’s Communist Party all set to hold key meet
next month ahead of 2022 leadership change

Beijing: China’s ruling
Communist Party will hold its
key conclave in November
ahead of next year’s Congress
which will pave the way for
major leadership changes and
a possible unprecedented third
term for President Xi Jinping.

The 19th Communist
Party of China (CPC) Central
Committee will hold its sixth
plenary session in Beijing from
November 8 to 11, during
which a key resolution on the
major achievements and his-
torical experience of the party’s
100 years of endeavours will be
reviewed, an official announce-
ment here said.

This was decided at a meet-
ing of the CPC Central
Committee Political Bureau
presided over by Xi, who is the
General Secretary of the party
besides heading the military
and the Presidency.

The Political Bureau of the

party listened to a report on
soliciting opinions for drafting
the resolution and decided to
submit the draft after revi-
sions to the plenary session for
deliberation, state-run Xinhua
news agency reported.

The sixth plenary session is
regarded as significant as it is
the biggest party meet ahead of
next year’s leadership change.

Politically, it is regarded as
a key meeting for Xi, 68, who
has emerged as the most pow-
erful leader after party founder
Mao Zedong, as he is widely
expected to take up an
unprecedented third term in
office.

China’s all top leaders
derive their power from the
post of the General Secretary of
the CPC. Xi’s all predecessors
retired following the manda-
tory rule of two five-year terms.

President Xi is widely
regarded to be in power after

the end of his second tenure
later next year, possibly for life
in view of a constitutional
amendment in 2018 which
removed the two-term limit for
the President.

He has also been made the
“core leader” of the party in
2016, a status enjoyed only by
Mao.

According to the agenda
unveiled in August for the
November 8-11 plenary ses-
sion, the Political Bureau will
present its work report to the
plenary session, which will
study the issue of comprehen-
sively reviewing major achieve-
ments made and the historical
experience accumulated during
the party’s 100 years of endeav-
our.
More than 370 full and
alternate members of the
Central Committee will take
part in the plenum.

Over the past three

decades, the party has usually
used the last plenary session to
address party affairs, especial-
ly on key appointments, ideol-
ogy and party-building matters.

Observers say that the key
issue to be watched is to see if
the party continues to follow
precedent on its leadership
changes, especially the informal
retirement age of 68, besides
the two terms for its top lead-
ership set by party’s founder
Mao’s successor Deng
Xiaoping.

Along with Xi, Premier Li
Kegiang too will be completing
his two-term limit in early
2023.

Nearly a dozen of the 25
members of the Politburo will
be older than 68 in October
next year.

Since he took over the
reins of the CPC in late 2012,
Xi had consolidated his grip on
power with the high-intensity

anti-corruption campaign in
which over a million officials,
including many top military
officials, were punished.

He has also launched sev-
eral political initiatives, includ-
ing the realisation of the
Chinese dream broadly defined
as reclaiming the lost greatness
of the nation, making China a
moderately prosperous society,
elimination of absolute pover-
ty, consolidation of the CPC
power over the military and
integration of Hong Kong.

In recent weeks, Xi has
made a strong pitch for the
reunification of Taiwan with
the Chinese mainland amidst
heightened tensions with the
estranged island, saying that the
“Taiwan question” will be
resolved and peaceful reunifi-
cation in the best interest of
people of both sides.

The Taiwan issue brooks
“no external interference”, he

said on October 9 in the back-
drop of the US and Japan step-
ping up their backing to the
estranged island in the face of
China’s increasingly aggressive
posture.

Xi’s comments came after
China sent a record number of
military jets into Taiwan’s air
defence zone for four days in a
row, in a public show of force.

Taiwan considers itself a
sovereign state - but China
views the self-ruled island as a
breakaway province. Beijing
has not ruled out the possible
use of force to achieve unifica-
tion of Taiwan with the main-
land.

As he set for his third
term, he recently launched a
new initiative called “common
prosperity for all” Chinese,
which is widely reported to be
the new policy of redistribution
of wealth, ending the era of bil-
lionaires in the country. PTI

China: Tested hypersonic ‘vehic

Beijing: China on Monday
said it has tested a hypersonic
“vehicle” and not a nuclear-
capable hypersonic “missile” as
reported by a leading British
newspaper which had claimed
that the advanced space capa-
bility caught US intelligence by
surprise.

The Financial Times
reported on Sunday that China
tested a nuclear-capable hyper-
sonic missile in August that cir-
cled the globe before speeding
towards its target, demonstrat-
ing an advanced space capa-
bility that caught US intelli-
gence by surprise.

Five people familiar with
the test said that the Chinese

The Financial Times reported that
China tested a nuclear-capable
hypersonic missile in August that
circled the globe hefore speeding
towards its target

military launched a rocket that
carried a hypersonic glide vehi-
cle which flew through low-
orbit space before cruising
down towards its target, the FT
report said.

The missile missed its
target by about two-dozen
miles, according to three peo-
ple briefed on the intelligence.
But two said the test showed
that China had made astound-
ing progress on hypersonic
weapons and was far more

MORE FESTIVAL SPECIAL TRAIN-2021

In order to clear extra rush of passengers during
forthcoming festival season, Northern Railway has
decided to run the following additional Festival
Special Express Train as per details given below :-

01664/01663 New Delhi - Patna Jn. - New

Delhi Superfast Festival Special Express T;‘;Gs
Train (Tri-Weekly) P
TRAIN NO. 01664 TRAIN NO. 01663
ARR. | DEP. STATIONS ARR. | DEP.
- |23:15 New Delhi 15:15 | ---
17:30 | --- Patna Jn. - [22:30

Days of Run : 01664 from New Delhi on every Saturday,
Tuesday & Thursday from 23.10.2021 to 20.11.2021 and
01663 from Patna Jn. on every Sunday, Wednesday & Friday
from 24.10.2021t0 21.11.2021

Accommodation : Sleeper & 2nd Seating (Reserved)
Stoppages : Kanpur Central, Prayagraj Jn., Pt. Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya Jn., Buxar, Ara and Danapur stations.

|Note: The above Special Train will have the reserved accommodation only. |

RailMadad
Helpline No.

Vo=
Azadi,
Amrit Mahotsav

Visit RailMadad website:-

www.railmadad.indianrailways.gov.in

Download RailMadad app.

NORTHERN RAILWAY

The Passengers are advised to please check the Time
Table of this train at the stations enroute through
RailMadad Helpline No. 139 or log on to the Railway
enquiry website http://www.enquiry.indianrail.gov.in
or may download the NTES App.

Note: All norms of the State and Central Government regarding
COVID-19 including Social distancing, sanitization etc., may be
followed in the trains and at the Railway stations. All other
precautions associated with COVID-19 should also be ensured.

Please join
us on
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Always at your service

piipriril Serving Customers with a Smile

Public Relations
Northern Railway

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

CENTRAL INSTITUTE OF PSYCHIATRY

KANKE, RANCHI-834006, JHARKHAND
WALK IN INTERVIEW

will be issued separately.

It is proposed to fill up the following Group 'A' posts at Central
Institute of Psychiatry, Kanke, Ranchi on contract basis for a period
of one year or till the post is filled up on regular basis whichever is
earlier. Accordingly applications are invited from the eligible and
desirous candidates fulfilling the qualifications for the posts
mentioned below. Applications on plain paper either typed or
handwritten along with two passport size photograph, photocopy of
the certificates of educational qualification, experience etc., may
be submitted to the undersigned on or before 15.11.2021. After
submission of application candidates have to turn up alongwith
their original certificates on the date of interview. No interview letter

The interview shall be held at Central Institute of Psychiatry,
Kanke, Ranchi-834006, Jharkhand, on 16.11.2021 at 09.30 a.m.

sl Consolidated
: Name of post pay per month| No. of post

No. in 1" year

1. | Asst. Prof. of Psychiatry Rs.95,000/- 10 (UR-6,

EWS-1,
OBC-2, 8C-1)
2. | Asst. Prof, of Neurology Rs.95,000/- 3 (UR-3)
3. | Asst. Prof. of Neurosurgery Rs.95,000/- 2 (UR-2)
4. | Asst. Prof. of Anesthesiology | Rs.95,000/- 2 (UR-2)
5. | Asst. Prof. of Radio-diagnosis | Rs.95,000/- 2 (UR-2)
TOTAL 19

Details of qualifications and age limit of the above posts are
available on our website www.cipranchi.nic.in

Sd/-Director

g not missile
advanced than US officials
realised, according to the
report. Asked for his reaction
to the report, Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesman Zhao
Lijian told a media briefing
here that a test of a hyperson-
ic vehicle was carried out.

“It is a vehicle not a mis-
sile,” Zhao said.

“As we understand this
test, it is just a routine space
vehicle test to verify the repeat-
ed use of technology of the
vehicle. “This is of great sig-
nificance to reducing the cost
and can also provide an afford-
able and cheap return means

for the peaceful use of space for
humanity;” he said. PTI

Colin Powell
has died of
Covid-19,
says family

Washington: Colin Powell,
who served Democratic and
Republican presidents in war
and peace but whose sterling
reputation was forever stained
when he went before the U.N.
and made faulty claims to jus-
tify the U.S. war in Iraq, has
died of Covid-19 complica-
tions. He was 84.

A veteran of the Vietnam
War, Powell rose to the rank of
four-star general and in 1989
became the first Black chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff. In that role he oversaw
the U.S. invasion of Panama
and later the U.S. invasion of
Kuwait to oust the Iraqi army
in 1991.

But his legacy was forever
marred when, in 2003, he went
before the U.N. Security
Council as secretary of state
and made the case for U.S. war
against Iraq. He cited faulty
information claiming Saddam
Hussein had secretly stashed
away weapons of mass destruc-
tion. Iraq’s claims that it had no
such weapons represented “a
web of lies,” he told the world
body. AP

1st polio vaccination
drive in Afghanistan
since Taliban takeover

Kabul: A country-wide polio
vaccination drive will begin in
Afghanistan on November 8
for the first time since the
Taliban took over the country
in August, the Unicef
announced on Monday.

In the years after the
Taliban was overthrown in
2001 by a US-led coalition, vac-
cination campaigns made
much progress in the country.

However, as the Taliban
made inroads again, door-to-
door visits by polio workers
had been banned in
Afghanistan, for three years
now. The World Health
Organization (WHO) and
Unicef welcome the decision by
the Taliban, who support the
resumption of house-to-house
drive across the country, the
UN agency said in a statement
on Monday.

The campaign will be the
first in over three years to
reach all children in
Afghanistan, including more
than 3.3 million kids in parts of
the country who have “previ-
ously remained inaccessible to

vaccination campaigns”,
Xinhua news agency quoted
the statement as saying.

“A second nationwide polio
vaccination campaign has also
been agreed and will be syn-
chronised with Pakistan’s own
polio campaign planned in
December;” according to the
statement.

“This is an extremely
important step in the right
direction,” said Dapeng Luo,
WHO Representative in
Afghanistan.

“We know that multiple
doses of oral polio vaccine
offer the best protection, so we
are pleased to see that there is
another campaign planned
before the end of this year.
Sustained access to all children
is essential to end polio for
good. This must remain a top
priority;” he said.

Besides restarting polio
vaccination, a supplementary
dose of vitamin A will also be
provided to children aged 6

to 59 months during the
upcoming campaign, the
WHO said. PTI

\Man apprehended
for bomb hoax call
to South Korea’s

National Assembly

IANS B SEOUL

Police in South Korea appre-
hended a man on Monday
for making a false threat to
blow up the National Assembly.

The man, whose identity
was withheld, allegedly called
a lawmaker’s office earlier in
the day to claim he planted an
explosive at the assembly com-
plex, reports Yonhap News
Agency.

He also said he was giving
the tip-off only to the office.

Police traced the caller and
arrested him on Ganghwa
Island off the west coast about
an hour later.

After the call, police, rescue
workers and a bomb squad
searched the complex, but no
explosive was found.

The man was quoted by
police as saying he made the
call “out of sudden anger”.

He was also found to have
no record of entering the com-
plex in the past two weeks, offi-
cials said.

Police said they will book
him for an investigation.

worid 08

Russia suspends its
mission to NATO:

Foreign Minister

MOSCOW: Russia’s foreign
minister said Monday that the
country is suspending its mis-
sion to NATO.

Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov said that the move is in
response to last week’s expul-
sion by NATO of eight mem-
bers of Russia’s mission to the
military alliance.

NATO said that they were
secretly working as intelligence
officers and halved the size of
Moscow’s team able to work at
its headquarters. Lavrov also
announced that NATO’s mili-
tary liaison and information
offices in Moscow would be
closed.

“As a result of NATO’s
deliberate moves, we have prac-
tically no conditions for ele-
mentary diplomatic work and
in response to NATO’s actions
we suspend the work of our
permanent mission to NATO,
including the work of the chief
military envoy, probably from
Nov. 1. Or it may take several
more days,” Lavrov said.

The Foreign Ministry said
in a separate statement that
NATO’s actions “confirm that
they are not interested in an
equal dialogue and joint work
to deescalate military-political
tensions. The alliance’s line

towards our country is becom-
ing more and more aggressive.
The ‘Russian threat’ is inflated
in order to strengthen the
internal unity of the alliance, to
create the appearance of its ‘rel-
evance’ in modern geopolitical
conditions.”

Lavrov said that contact
between the Western alliance
and Moscow could be done
through the Russian embassy
in Belgium.

The Russian mission isn’t
based at NATO’s headquarters,
but in a leafy neighborhood in
the south of the Belgian capi-
tal, Brussels.

NATO suspended practical
cooperation with Russia in
2014 after it annexed Ukraine€’s
Crimean Peninsula, but has
kept channels open for high-
level meetings and for military-
to-military cooperation. But
the NATO-Russia Council,
their preferred forum, has only
met sporadically since then.

Russia and NATO also
have been at odds over
Moscow’s nuclear missile devel-
opment, aerial intrusions into
NATO airspace and the
buzzing of allied ships by fight-
er planes. Official talks between
them have been limited in
recent years. AP

Sr1 LLanka records
over 7,000 tourist
arrivals 1n October

Colombo: Over 7,000 tourists
have arrived in Sri Lanka so far
this month, giving a boost to
the country’s tourism industry
which took a blow due to the
Covid-19 pandemic, local
media reported on Monday.
According to official fig-
ures, 7,096 tourists arrived in
Sri Lanka from October 1 to 13,
reports Xinhua news agency.
Tourism Minister Prasanna
Ranatunga said if the present
trend continues, October was
likely to record the highest
monthly arrivals for this year.
The Tourism Ministry said
that so far this year, September
saw the highest tourist arrivals

of 13,547.

With the arrivals up to
October 13 added, 45,413
tourists have arrived in the
country since the re-opening of
borders on January 21, the
Ministry said.

Ranatunga said that with
the easing of travel restric-
tions, there was a growing
interest from global travellers
to visit the country.

The majority of tourists
who have arrived in Sri Lanka
so far this year are from India,
Kazakhstan, Germany,
Ukraine, the US, China,
Canada, the UK, France and
Russia. IANS

Harris to discuss drought, ¢

WASHINGTON: Vice
President Kamala Harris on
Monday will highlight the
problems caused by Western
drought as she visits Lake
Mead in Nevada and makes the
case for the Biden administra-
tion’s infrastructure and climate
change proposals that have
stalled in Congress.

Harris will be briefed by
Bureau of Reclamation officials
about elevation levels at the
manmade reservoir that sup-
plies drinking water to 25 mil-
lion people in the American
West and Mexico, White House
officials said Sunday.

After a tour, the vice pres-
ident will make remarks and
meet with officials from the
Interior Department and other

federal and state agencies,
including the Southern Nevada
Water Authority. She will be
joined by U.S. Reps. Dina Titus,
Susie Lee and Steven Horsford
of Nevada.

Water levels at Lake Mead
— created in the 1930s by the
damming of the Colorado
River — have fallen to record
lows. In August, federal officials
declared the first-ever water
shortage in the Colorado River.
As a result, Arizona, Nevada
and Mexico will receive less
water than normal next year
amid a drought gripping much
of the West.

In September, Reclamation
released projections showing
an even worse outlook for the
river.

imate change at Lake Mead

Against this backdrop, the
vice president is expected to
promote President Joe Biden’s
big domestic policy agenda —
originally billed at $3.5 trillion
— for which Democrats are
struggling to win moderates’
support. That agenda includes
climate provisions the Biden
administration has said would
make the U.S. more resilient
against the effects of climate
change. Key elements include
imposing new emissions
restrictions through a federal
clean energy requirement and
providing tax breaks for the
electrical vehicles industry.

Hoover Dam reservoir hits
record low, in sign of extreme
western US drought

The reservoir created by

Hoover Dam, an engineering
marvel that symbolized the
American ascendance of the
20th Century, has sunk to its
lowest level ever, underscoring
the gravity of the extreme
drought across the West.

Harris will also emphasize
that climate change is poised to
make extreme weather events
such as droughts and heatwaves
more frequent, expensive and
harmful, White House offi-
cials said.

Officials said Harris will
discuss the separate $1 trillion
public works infrastructure
deal that passed the Senate
months ago and is awaiting
House approval. That package
contains roughly $8 billion for
Western water projects. AP

Australian Govt mounts legal
challenge in Indian-origin teen’s
climate change court case

Melbourne: The Australian
government on Monday began
its legal challenge to a Federal
Court’s landmark decision that
it has a duty of care to protect
children from future personal
injury caused by climate
change, according to media
reports.

In May, Anjali Sharma, a
17-year-old high-school stu-
dent of Indian origin from
Melbourne and seven other
teenage environmentalists, led
the legal battle against the
Australian government.

Sharma and the group had
argued the continued emission
of carbon dioxide into the
atmosphere would drive
intense bushfires, floods,
storms and cyclones and leave
them vulnerable to injury, sick-
ness, economic loss and even
death towards the end of this
century, news.com.au reported.

They urged the court to
prevent Environment Minister
Sussan Ley from approving a
proposal to expand the Vickery
coal mine in northern New
South Wales.

In his ruling, Justice
Mordecai Bromberg approved
the extension of the coal mine
project.

However, he did find that
the minister had “a duty to take
reasonable care to avoid caus-
ing personal injury” to children
when she decided on the pro-
ject extension under the
Environment Protection and
Biodiversity Conservation
(EPBC Act), a report in
news.com.au said.

The ruling was heralded as
a significant win for the
teenagers and the group of cli-
mate activists around the
world.

Ley has since given the nod
for the mine’s expansion.

For Sharma, it was the
concern for the environment,
her family and future genera-
tions, which fuelled her legal
charge against the Australian
government, a Sydney Morning
Herald report said. Born in
India, Sharma and her family
moved to Australia when she
was barely 10-months-old.

PTI

Aus Deputy PM
rules out support
for greater 2030
climate target

Canberra: Australia’s Deputy
Prime Minister Barnaby Joyce
has said it is “highly unlikely”
his party will support an
increased 2030 climate target.

Members of the National
Party, which forms the gov-
erning Coalition with the
Liberal Party, met to hear from
Angus Taylor, the minister for
energy and emissions reduc-
tion, on the Liberals’ climate
plan but were unable to reach
a consensus position after four
hours, Xinhua news agency
reported on Monday.

It comes as Prime Minister
Scott Morrison prepares to
travel to Glasgow for the UN
COP26 Climate Summit where
he is expected to commit to a
2050 net zero target.

Members of  the
Nationals have pushed back
against the move, warning it
will jeopardise regional jobs in
emissions-heavy industries
such as mining and manufac-
turing.

IANS

Pak’s Opp parties
demand IS| chief's
resignation at public rally

Lahore: In an unusual devel-
opment, Pakistan’s Opposition
parties have demanded resig-
nation of spy agency Inter-
Services Intelligence (ISI) chief
Lt Gen Faiz Hameed at a pub-
lic rally in Punjab province.

“Faiz Hameed istifa do
(tender resignation) was the
demand made in the
Opposition alliance -- Pakistan
Democratic Movement (PDM)
-- rally in Faisalabad, some 180
kms from Lahore, on Saturday.

Even slogans were raised
against the incumbent spy-
master who has been accused
by the Opposition especially
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML- N) of ‘political
engineering’ to install the pup-
pet regime of Imran Khan.

The local media censored
the anti-Hameed slogans and
content in the rally.

On Sunday, the video clip
demanding resignation from Lt
Gen Hameed went viral,
prompting federal interior
minister Sheikh Rashid to warn
PML-N vice president Maryam

Nawaz against “playing with
fire”

‘Faiz Hameed -Tender res-
ignation’ was one of the top
trends on Twitter in Pakistan
on Sunday. “I ask Maryam to
refrain from bashing the armed
forces in the public meetings.
Her style of politics had already
caused enough damage to her
party, he said.

Since there has been a
standoff between civil and mil-
itary leadership on the appoint-
ment of the ISI chief as the
prime minister is reportedly
reluctant to replace Hameed,
Maryam said Imran Khan is
undermining state institutions
to satisfy his selfish zeal.

“Khan used to blame
Nawaz Sharif of locking horns
with the state institutions but
when his turn came, attacking
the institution of the armed
forces is one thing, he in fact
carries out a suicide attack on
them just to save one person
(Hameed), she had told the
rally.

PTI

Madhubala Institute
of Communication

& Electronic Media
Invites Applications for
Management Quota Seats

Affiliated to
GGSIP University

For Admissions
Batch 2021-22
Contact: 9891361617

or visit

MBICEM-568/2/1,
Firni Road, Mundka,
Delhi-110041

www.mbicem.in

Last date 4th November 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to the General public
that Mr. Ashish Malhotra is owner of Second
Floor with roof rights, area measuring 50 sg.
yds., on PlotNo. J-94, out of Khasra No. 30/5/2,
situated in the area of Village Khyala now
colony known as Vishnu Garden in Block-J,
New Delhi, vide sale deed dated 28.08.2017
registration No. 8008. All persons are hereby
informed that above mentioned owner is selling
the said property in favor of Mr. Aamir Khan who
want to take a Loan from Fullerton India Home
Finance Company Ltd. if anybody has any
abjection/s upon the ownership of Mr. Ashish
Malhotra in respect of the said property its sale
/Mortgage, and any kind of dispute kindly
inform the undersigned in writing on the below
mentioned address within 07 days of the
present. For Mrs Prasoon Lata, Advocate,
5G Associates (Law Firm)

Unit No 7, Basement, Plot No C 78, Sector 2,
Noida, UP 201301.

EMAIL: sgassociatespl@gmail.com,

Ph: 7011172764, 8130200837

S. E. RAILWAY TENDER

E-Tender Notice No.: 4301-GRC-CE-
C-50-41-2021, Dated: 11.10.2021.
e-Tender is invited by Chief Engineer
{Con)/S/GRC, for and on hehalf of the
President of India for the following work
which has been uploaded on website
www.ireps.gov.in. The tender will be
closed at 12:00 Hrs on due date. Brief
Description of Works: Construction of
Foundation, Substructure, Supply,
Fabrication, Assembling, Erection/
launching of Road Over Bridge of span
1x60m Bow String Girder (CG) + 1x24m
(CGH+1x18m (CG) at Km: 402/21-23
between Bondamunda & Bisra in lieu of LC
No. 207 (Kukuda gate in Rourkela-Bisra
Road) in the Chakradharpur division of S. E.
Railway. Approx. Cost: T15.47 Crore.
Completion Period: 15 Months. Closing
Date: 03.11.2021. |Interested tenderers
may visit website www.ireps.gov.in for
full details/description/specification of the
tenders and submit their bids online. In no
case manual tenders for these items will
be accepted. N.B.: "Prospective Bidders
may regularly visit www.ireps.gov.in to
participate in all othertenders".  PR-353
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Sensex, Nifty race to
new peaks as hulls rule

PTI ® MUMBAI

Equity indices darted up for
the seventh straight ses-
sion on Monday to close at
fresh lifetime highs as investors
remained in risk-on mode
despite a bearish trend over-
seas.

IT, bank and metal stocks
witnessed hectic buying, while
profit-taking in pharma and
auto counters capped the gains.

After touching a lifetime
peak of 61,963.07 during the
session, the 30-share BSE
Sensex finished 459.64 points
or 0.75 per cent higher at its
new closing record of
61,765.59.

Similarly, the Nifty surged
138.50 points or 0.76 per cent
to its all-time closing high of
18,477.05. It touched a new
intra-day record of 18,543.15.

Infosys was the top gain-
er in the Sensex pack, jumping
4.47 per cent, followed by Tech
Mahindra, Tata Steel, ICICI
Bank, ITC, Maruti, SBI and
Axis Bank.

On the other hand, HCL
Tech, M&M, Dr Reddy’s, Asian
Paints, Bajaj Auto, HDFC Bank
and Bharti Airtel were among

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to the General public
that Mrs. Rekha Rani is owner of Plot No. 8,
area measuring 270 sg. yds., out of Khasra
No. 195/30m, situated at Rahul Vihar Phase-
II, Village Mirzapur, Pargana Loni, Tehsil &
Distt. Ghaziabad, {U.P), vide sale deed dated
24.12.2020 registration No. 4043, All persons
are hereby informed that above mentioned
owner along with M/s Vikas Traders want to
take a Loan from Fullerton India Credit
company Lid. if anybody has any objection/s
upon the ownership of Mrs Rekha Rani in
respect of the said property its sale
/Mortgage, and any kind of dispute kindly
inform the undersigned in writing on the below
mentioned address within 07 days of the

Present. o mes Prasoon Lata, Advocate,

SG Assaciates (Law Firm)

Unit No 7, Basement, Plot No C 78, Sector 2,
Noida, UP 201301.

EMAIL: sgassociatespl@gmail.com,

Ph: 7011172764, 8130200837

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Public at large is hereby informed that Late
Smt. Rita Gupta W/o Ajay Kumar Gupta R/o 1055,
Arun Vihar, Secter 29, Noida, Gautam Budh Nagar,
U.P. 201301 was having commercial property in
joint ownership along with her daughter Mrs.
Sangeeta Goel W/o Mr. Alok Geel in our project
Vatika Towers, Gurgaon, having Flat No. 307A
admeasuring 654 sq. ft which her legal heirs (Ajay
Kumar Gupta, H/o Rita Gupta rfo 1055, Arun Vihar,
Sector 29, Noida, Gautam Budh Nagar, UP, &
Sanjay Gupta, S/o Rita Gupta, Rio L-61 RidgeWood
Estate, DLF Phase IV, Gurgacn, Haryana, & Ravi
Gupta Sfo Rita Gupta R/o 1055, Arun Vihar, Sector
29, Noida, Gautam Budh Nagar, U.P., & Sangeeta
Goel D/o Rita Gupta Rfo 863, Arun Vihar, Sector
29, Noida, Gautam Budh Nagar, U.P.), requested
the company to transfer to her Daughter Sangeeta
Goel D/o Rita Gupta Rio 863, Arun Vihar, Sector-
29 Noida, Gautam Budh Nagar, U.P. Any perscn
having any cbjection on this please may contact
the company officer details as under within 15
days after which No Claim would be accepted.
Vatika Limited
Unit No.A-002, Ground Floor, Block A, Vatika INXT
City Centre, Sector-83, Gurgaon, Haryana 122012
Contact : 09555930930

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby given that Promila Mehra
is the absolute owner of DDA Built-up Flat
No. 39-A in Block-DB on Ground Floor
situated at G-8 area, Rajouri Garden, Hari
Nagar, New Delhi-64 vide Sale Deed dated
18.05.2020 (doc. No. 5958) executed by
Kamal Nayan Chadha }he inherited the %
undivided share of the aforesaid flat vide will
dated 29/11/2010 (doc. No. 10392)
executed by Veeranwali Chadha). And
whereas Veeranwali Chadha & Kamal
Nayan Chadha purchased the said flat vide
sale deed dated 19/10/2010 (Doc No.
26889)

All person/s having any claim against or in
respect of the said Property, or any part
thereof, by way of sale, exchange,
mortgage(equitable/registered or
otherwise), gift, trust, inheritance, family
arrangement, maintenance, bequest,
partnership, possession, lease, sublease,
tenancy, license, lien, charge, pledge,
easement or otherwise howsoever, are
hereby requested to notify the same in
writing to us with supporting documentary
evidence at the address mentioned below
within 7 days from the date hereof, failing
which the claim or claims, if any, of such
persen or persons will be considered to have
beenwaived and/or abandoned.
Kamal Kant Gupta (Advocate)
Shop No. 586, Pkt-E, CSC, Mayur Vihar-Il,
Delhi-91, Mob. 9810063351

Public Notice

It is informed to the public that my client
Smt. Amar Kaur Sembhy w/o Late Shri
Sarrwan Singh Sembhy R/o House no.
1506, First Floor, ST-03, Wazir Nagar,
Kotla, Mubarakpur is the owner/lessee of
property having House no. 35, Block-A
area 288 sq. mts. situated in Swarn Nagri
{Tau), Greater Noida, District- Gautam
Budh Nagar. My Client name has been
written as “Amaur Kaur Sembhy” instead
of “Amar Kaur Sembhy” in Transfer Deed
of the said property dated 19.06.2012 vide
document no. 12324 & for this spelling
mistake of my name, Declaration/Affidavit
got registered in Sub Registrar Greater
Noida, G.B. Nagar in Bahi no. 4, Jild no.
834, Pages 121-164, vide document no.
12324 on dated 19.08.2012. Further, my
client has also lost the following original
documents of aforesaid property i.e.

1) Original Allotment cum Allocation Letter
dated 20.11.1998

2). Original Lease Deed favouring Smt.
Namita Srivastava & Shri Srikrishan
Srivastava dated 12.06.2003 vide
document no. 4787.

My Client has already published regarding
lost of above documents on dated
20.08.2021 in Newspaper Hindustan.

My Client has agreed to sell the said
property in favour of Shri Pawan Kumar
Laur & Smt. Pushpa Rani & the said
property will be finance by Bank for the
purchase of the said property to Shri
Pawan Kumar Laur & Smt. Puspa Rani.
Anybody (Banking/ Financial Institutions/
Individuals) having any kind of interest/
claim/ title/objection on the basis of
Original title deeds mentioned at point No.
1 to 2 & other above mentioned reason

may submit the same to the undersigned
within 7 days of the publication. Please
note carefully that if any objection is not
received within the notice period, the said
property will be treated as un-encumbered,
marketable and no claim will be accepted
on the basis of aforesaid documents 1 to
3 here in above.

It is further informed that if anybody dealing
or misusing the above said property
documents (mentioned at 1 to 3), clients
shall not be responsible for the same

ANKUR JINDAL, (ADVOCATE)
B-215, LOHIA NAGAR GHAZIABAD- 201001

the laggards, slipping up to 2.36
per cent.

“The domestic market
traded at record highs with-
standing the weak trends in the
global market due to disap-
pointing Chinese GDP num-
bers and global inflationary
pressure as a result of energy
shortage.

“Chinese GDP grew by
just 4.9 per cent during the
July-September quarter owing
to lower-than-expected growth
in industrial activity. However,
the trend in the Indian market
was bullish as PSU Banks,
Metals.

IT and Energy stocks took
charge of the rally; said Vinod
Nair, Head of Research at
Geojit Financial Services.

Narendra Solanki, Head-
Equity Research
(Fundamental), Anand Rathi
Shares & Stock Brokers, said
the sentiment remains buoyant
with early data showing Indian
economy bouncing back
strongly.

“On the sectoral front,
shares of metal companies were
in focus on rising base metal
prices amid higher demand
expectations,” he added.

Rupee drops by
9 paise to 75.35
a dollar on high
crude oil prices

PTI B MUMBAI

The rupee ended 9 paise
lower at 75.35 against the
US dollar on Monday, tracking
a stronger greenback against
key rivals overseas and rising
global crude oil prices.

At the interbank forex mar-
ket, the local unit opened on a
steady note and later traded in
a narrow range of 75.24 to
75.38 against the American
currency.

On Thursday, the rupee
had settled at 75.26 against the
US dollar. The forex market
was closed on Friday for
‘Dussehra’ holiday. Meanwhile,
the dollar index, which gauges
the greenback’s strength against
a basket of six currencies, was
up 0.19 per cent at 94.12. Brent
crude futures, the global oil
benchmark, rose 1.11 per cent
to USD 85.80 per barrel.

China’s economy weakens as

GDP 1n Q3 declines to 4.9%

PTI W BENING

China’s GDP grew by 4.9 per
cent in the third quarter,
down from 7.9 per cent in the
second, confirming the slow-
down of the world’s second-
largest economy which was
under pressure from the crisis-
hit property sector, curbs on
energy and tardy recovery from
the Covid-19 pandemic.

Early to recover from the
coronavirus pandemic, China’s
economy in the first few
months this year staged
impressive recovery but caught
up in numerous headwinds,
including a property sector
slump, power crisis, increas-
ingly weak consumer senti-
ment and soaring raw materi-
al costs.

Its Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) in the third
quarter (Q3) grew 4.9 per cent
year on year, slower than the
growth of 18.3 per cent in Q1
and 7.9 per cent in Q2. The Q3
belied surveys of predicting five
per cent growth.

The country’s gross domes-
tic product (GDP) expanded
9.8 per cent year on year in the
first three quarters, putting
the average growth for the
period in the past two years at

5.2 per cent, according to the
data released from National
Bureau of Statics (NBS) on
Monday.

Releasing the Q3 data,
spokesman of the NBS Fu
Linghui said that consumption
contributed around 64.8 per
cent to China’s economic
growth in the first three quar-
ters of the year.

“We must note that the
current uncertainties in the
international environment are
mounting and the domestic
economic recovery is still
unstable and uneven,” Fu said.

“The overall national econ-
omy maintained the recovery
momentum in the first three
quarters... however, we must
note that the current uncer-

tainties in the international
environment are mounting,
and the domestic economic
recovery is still unstable and
uneven, the Hong Kong-based
South China Morning quoted
Fu as saying.

“The Chinese economy
has maintained the recovery
momentum in the first three
quarters with progress in
structural adjustment and
high quality development,”
Fu said.

Nevertheless, NBS said the
country’s economic recovery
remains uneven and unstable,
and more efforts will be made
to boost market vitality, release
demand potential and keep
the economy running within
the reasonable range.

money 09

Exports up 40.5 pc
to USD 15.13 bn
during Oct 1-14

PTI m NEW DELHI lion in September on better
performance by key sectors,
even as the trade deficit
widened to a record high of
USD 22.59 billion.

Export sectors which are

recording positive growth

The country’s exports rose by
40.5 per cent to USD 15.13
billion during October 1-14 on
account of healthy perfor-
mance by key sectors such as

petroleum products, engineer-
ing and chemicals, according to
preliminary data of the com-
merce ministry.

Imports during the peri-
od grew by 60.72 per cent to
USD 14.82 billion, the data
showed.

India’s merchandise
exports grew by 22.63 per cent

include coffee, cashew, petro-
leum products, handloom,
engineering, chemicals, man-
made yarn/fabrics, gems and
jewellery, plastic and marine
products. Cumulatively,
exports rose by 57.53 per cent
to USD 197.89 billion during
April-September this fiscal as
against USD 125.62 billion
during April-September 2020.

year-on-year to USD 33.79 bil-

Further investment liberalisation,
structural reforms could help deepen
integration in global value chains: IMF

PTI B WASHINGTON

Further liberalisation aided
by structural reforms could
help deepen India’s integration
in global value chains and its
post-pandemic recovery, the
International Monetary Fund
said on Monday.

Alfred Schipke, Director,
IME-STI Regional Training
Institute and former IMF India
Mission Chief said that despite
the COVID-19 pandemic,
India has attracted the highest
amount of Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI). “Further
efforts toward investment lib-
eralisation aided by structural
reforms could help deepen
India’s integration in global
value chains and its post-pan-
demic recovery;” Schipke told
PTI in an interview. In recent
years, policies to further liber-
alise FDI in agriculture,
defence, telecommunications
services and the insurance sec-

tor have helped India to attract
FDI, which has also improved
the current account financing
mix and helped contain exter-
nal vulnerabilities, the official
said. “Going forward, further
progress could be made on the
FDI liberalisation such as in the
biotechnology, defence, digital
media and pharmaceutical sec-
tors, he said.

These efforts should be
supported by structural
reforms, including land
reforms, labor reforms and
reforms to reduce informality,
and complemented by reforms
to strengthen governance, the
regulatory framework, and the
rule of law, he noted.

NCLT gives nod to creditors, shareholders
of Reliance Retail to hold meetings for
proposed Future Group deal

PTI B MUMBAI
he National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) on

Monday allowed the creditors
and shareholders of Reliance
Retail Ventures to hold meet-
ings to seek approval for the
company’s proposed Rs 24,700
crore deal with the Future
Group.

The Mumbai bench of
NCLT, led by Suchitra
Kanuparthi, allowed the appli-
cation by Reliance Retail’s cred-
itors and shareholders to con-
vene meetings to seek approval
for the deal.

NCLT’s detailed order in
the matter is awaited.

Reliance Retail Ventures
is a subsidiary of Mukesh
Ambani-owned Reliance
Industries.

On June 22, the tribunal
had reserved its order on
Reliance Retail’s plea to seek
consensus of the shareholders

on the company’s deal with
Future Group.

Earlier, on a similar peti-
tion by the Future Group, the
NCLT had allowed holding
meetings of the creditors and
shareholders for seeking
approval for the transaction.

On October 1, 2021,
Reliance Retail extended the
long-stop date for the comple-
tion of its deal with Kishore
Biyani-led Future Group by
another six months to March
2022, due to the delays ensuing
from the ongoing legal battle
with the US-based Amazon.

Sebi official asks investors not to be
carried away by unrealistic gains stories

PTI W NEW DELHI

Investors should observe
maximum due diligence
while investing in stock market
and should not be carried away
by the stories of unrealistic
gains being made by others,
Sebi Whole Time Member G
Mahalingam said on Monday.

He, further, said that an
investor should invest by tak-
ing into consideration his/her
own risk appetite and should
invest time in studying the fun-
damentals.

“A rule of thumb for hav-
ing exposure in the equity
market is to subtract one’s age
from 100 and invest that per-
centage amount in the equity
market and balance in diversi-
fied asset classes,” he was quot-
ed in statement issued by BSE.

He was speaking at phys-
ical seminar on investor’s
awareness conducted in
Chennai by BSE Investors
Protection Fund (BSE IPF) in

co-ordination with markets |
regulator Sebi, depository i s |
CDSL and ministry of finance.

The programme was con-
ducted under the “Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav” series.

This was the first of 100
programmes planned to cele-
brate 75 years of India’s inde-
pendence and promote investor
awareness and education to
achieve financial indepen-
dence.
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High oil prices to hurt
world economic
recovery: India to
OPEC

PTI W NEW DELHI

India, the world’s third-largest
energy consumer, has told
Saudi Arabia and other OPEC
nations that high oil prices will
hurt the nascent economic
recovery the world is witness-
ing after the devastating pan-
demic and that they have to
price oil at reasonable levels, a
top official said on Monday.

Petrol and diesel prices
have shot up to record highs
across the country after relent-
less price increases since early
May. India, which imports
almost two-thirds of its oil
needs from West Asia, has told
crude oil producers, including
the Organisation of Petroleum
Exporting Countries (OPEC),
that high oil prices will hasten
the transition to alternate fuels
and such rates will be counter-
productive for the producers,
the official said.

India’s mineral
production rises
24 pc In August

PTI W NEW DELHI

The index of mineral pro-
duction of mining and
quarrying sector for August
stood at 103.8, which was 23.6
per cent higher as compared to
the year-ago month, the mines
ministry said on Monday.

The cumulative growth for
the April-August 2020 period
has increased 25.1 per cent as
against the year-ago period, the
ministry said in a statement.

The production levels of
important minerals in August
2021 stood at 539 lakh tonnes
for coal, lignite (37 lakh
tonnes), natural gas-utilised
(2851 million cubic metres),
petroleum-crude (25 lakh
tonnes), and bauxite (17.37
lakh tonnes).

The output of chromite
stood at 1.75 lakh tonnes, gold

(89 kg), iron ore (197 lakh
tonnes), manganese ore (1.80
lakh tonnes), limestone (311
lakh tonnes), and phosphorite
(1.23 lakh tonnes).

The minerals whose pro-
duction showed positive y-o-y
growth during August 2021
were chromite, lignite, magne-
site and bauxite.

Other minerals that
showed negative growth were
diamond, gold and petroleum
(crude).

Indian startups raise $10.9 bn in
funding 1n July-Sept: Report

PTI ® MUMBAI

Indian startups received a
record funding of USD 10.9
billion across 347 deals in the
third quarter of 2021, accord-
ing to a PwC India report.

This is twice the amount
of funding received in Q3 of the
calendar year 2020 and an
approximate increase of 41 per
cent compared to the second
quarter of 2021.

An increase in funding
activity was witnessed across all
sectors in terms of value and
volume.

However, FinTech, EdTech
and Saa$ are the top three hot

investment sectors in the cal-
endar year 2021 (CY21),
together accounting for
approximately 47 per cent of
the total funding activity, the
report - Startup Perspectives -
Q3 CY21 - said.

In the first three quarters of
2021, investments worth USD
4.6 billion in the FinTech space
were recorded, which is an
increase of approximately three
times from USD 1.6 billion in
2020. worth USD 2.5 billion for
53 deals closed in the FinTech
segment were recorded in the
third quarter of CY21 alone
across various stages of invest-
ment, it said.

Approximately 84 per
cent of the funding activity was
driven by growth and late-
stage deals.

Around 61 per cent of the
total deal activity consisted of
early-stage funding rounds for
USD 1.6 billion - (average
ticket size per round USD 4
million), the report said.

Bengaluru and NCR con-
tinue to be the key start-up
cities in the country, together
contributing around 76-78 per
cent of the total funding activ-
ity in the first three quarters of
both CY20 and CY21, fol-
lowed by Mumbai and Pune, it
said.

RAM GOPAL COLLEGE OF PHARMACY
Sultanpur, Tehsil-Farrukhnagar, Near Sultanpur Bird Sanctuary, Distt. Gurgaon, Haryana
Affiliated to Pt. B.D.Sharma University of Health & Sciences, Rohtak &
Pharmacy Council of India (PCl) and State Govt. Haryana

ADMISSION NOTICE FOR SESSION 2021-22

(For Management quota, Leftover seats, Vacant Seals)

BACHELOR OF PHARMACY (4 YEARS)
Admission Procedure: Candidate shall have passed 10+2 examination with English as
one of the subjects and Physics, Chemistry, Mathematics (P.C.M) and Biology (P.C.B)

as optional subjects individually. Admission on Merit based only.

LEET (LATERAL ENTRY: 3 Years)
Admission Procedure: Candidate shall have passed D.Pharmacy with
minimum 50% marks. Admission on Merit based only.

Last date of submission of application form - 22/10/2021 till 5:00 pm

Display & merit list and deposition of fees - 23/10/2021 till 04:00 pm

Website: www.ramgopalcollege.com

Mob.: 8920418745

UJVN Limited

HO “UJJWAL', Maharani Bagh, GMS Road, Dehradun-248006

Telephones: 0135-2763808 Fax- 0135- 2763508
CIN No. U40101UR2001SGC025866, Website: www.ujvnl.com

73 W0: 769

famtia @ 18./10,/ 2021

Date Extension Notice- 06

Due to unavoidable reasons the Date of Submission & opening
of the e-NIT No. NCB/01/EE/PCM-DKP/TN/2021-22 &
NCB/02/EE/PCM-DKP/TN/2021-22 invited by the office of the
Executive Engineer Project Civil Maintenance-Dakpathar is being
extended as below:
Last Date & Time for submission of bids on the portal Upto 17:00
hrs of 25.10.2021
Date & Time of Opening of bids on the portal at 11:00 hrs of
26.10.2021
Information regarding Addendum/Corrigendum/Cancellation etc.
of tender may be obtained from the website.
Full & Further Details of tender can be seen from the
e- procurement portal “https://uktenders.gov.in”.

Executive Engineer(PCM)

‘Avoid wasteful use of Electricity”

SEARCH FOR MISSING/KIDNAPPED

General public is hereby informed that a
boy namely Bablu, S/o: Sh. Ashok, R/o:
Jahid Pur, Narhada, Budherda, Meerut,
UP has been reported missing/
kidnapped since 08.10.2021 at about
11.00 am from GB Pant Hospital. In this
regard DD No. 71A, dated 08.10.2021
has been registered at P.S. IP Estate,
Delhi. The description of missing/
kidnapped boy is as under:

Name: Bablu, Age: 21 Years, Height: 5’5", Face:
Long, Complexion: Wheatish, Built: Thin, Wearing:
White Colour T-Shirt & Black Colour Pant and Sleeper
infeet, ID Mark: Mentally Disturbed.

If anyone have any information about this missing/
kidnapped boy please inform to the following:-

Web: http:/icbi.nic.in, Email: cic@cbi.gov.in

Ph.: 011-24368638/24368641, Fax: 011-24368639 SHO

Police Station IP Estate, Delhi
Ph: 011-23370928, 8750870426

DP/1049/CD/2021

Aro granite industries Itd.

CIN : L74899DL1988PLCO31510
Regd. Office : 1001, 10th Floor, DLF Tower A, Jasola, New Delhi - 110025
Ph. : 011-41686169, Fax : 011-26941984,
Email : investorgrievance@arotile.com, Website : www.arotile.com

Pursuant to Clause 29 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements)
Regulation 2015, Notice is hereby given that the meeting of the Board of Directors of the
Company will be held on Friday, the 29th October, 2021 inter-alia to approve the Audited
Financial Results for the quarterand half-yearended 30.09.2021.

The above details of the said meeting are also available on the website of the Company
www.arotile.com and also at the website of the Stock Exchanges www.bseindia.com and
www.nseindia.com.

For Aro granite industries itd.
Sabyasachi Panigrahi
Company Secretary & Compliance Officer

LORDKANHIYA INFOTECH LLP

LLPIN: AAF-4647

Place : New Delhi
Date : 19.10.2021

Regd. Office: 68, Chanderlok Enclave, Pitampura, Delhi-110034
PUBLIC NOTICE

“FORM NO. URC-2"
Advertisement giving notice about registration under Part | of Chapter XXI of the Act
[Pursuant to section 374(b) of the Companies Act, 2013 and rule 4(1) of the
Companies (Authorised to Register) Rules, 2014]
. Notice is hereby given that in pursuance of sub-section (2) of section 366 of the Companies
Act, 2013, an application is proposed to be made after fifteen days hereof but before the
expiry of thirty days hereinafter to the Registrar of companies at Delhi that
LORDKANHIYA INFOTECH LLP a Limited Liability Partnership (LLP) may be registered under
Part | of Chapter XX of the Companies Act 2013, as a company limited by shares.
The Principal objects of the company are as follows:-
Carrying on the b of Traders, Merchandisers, Importers, exporters of computers, its
parts, allied products and developing any type of software, giving of services
A copy of the draft memorandum and articles of association of the proposed company may be
inspected at the registered office at 68, Chanderlok Enclave, Pitampura, Delhi-110034 on any
working day
. Notice is hereby given that any person objecting to this application may communicate their
objection in writing to the Registrar at Central Registration Gentre (CRC), Indian Institute of
Corporate Affairs (IICA), Plot No. 6,7,8, Sector 5, IMT Manesar, District Gurgaon (Haryana),
Pin Code-122050, within twenty one days from the date of publication of this notice, with a
copy to the company at its registered office.
Dated: 19" October, 2021

P

w

rs

Name(s) of Applicani(s)
1. Vijay Garg
2. Ashish Garg

Retail Asset Centre: Axis Bank Ltd. BG -1, BF-1, Aditya City Center Phot
I‘AX’S BAMNK | No-3Vaibhav Khand Indrapuram Ghaziabad U P N

Also at: Axis Bank Ltd, Axis House, Tower T-2, 2nd Floor, 1-14, Sectar-
128, Noida Exp Wish , Noida (U.P.}-201301
Corporate Office: ‘Axls House', Block-B, Bombay Dyeing Milis Compound, Pandurang Budhkar Marg,
Worli, Mumbai-400025, Registered Office: Trishul', 3rd floor, opposite Samartheswar Temple, Law
garden, Ellisbridge, Ahmedabad-380006

POSSESSION NOTICE UNDER SARFAESI ACT 2002

Whereas

The undersigned being the Authonzed Officer of Axis Bank Ltd. under the Secuniisation, Reconstruction
of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of the powers
conferred under section 13 (12) read with Rule 9 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) rules 2002,
issued demand notice upon the Borrower(s) Co-Bomrower(s)/ Guarantor(s)/ Mortgagor(s) mentioned
below, to repay the amount mentioned in the notice within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said
natice.

The Be ) Co-B {s)f { gagor(s) having far]ad to repay the amount, notice
is hereby gwaﬂ to the Bo ) Co-B {s) gagor(s) and the public in
general that the undersigned has laken possession of the property desmbed herein beluwrn exercise of
powers conferred on him/ her under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said rules on the
below-mentioned dates.

The Borrower(s)/ Co-Borrower(s)/ Guarantor(s)/ Morigagor(s) in particular and the public in general are
hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the

charge of Axis Bank L1d
The B is invited to p of sub-
section (8) ofsecﬁon 130flheﬁct inrespectof time avallah}e to redeem the secured assets
Name of Borrower | Co-borrower Description of Property 1. Date of Demand
1.Mr. Hambir Choudhry S/ Sh. Viay Singh | A Residential Fial No. 1105, | Notice
Choudhry RIO House No2072 Secdc|11 Floor, Anvapali Vilage |2 Dateof
Vashundhara Ghaziyabad-201010 Phase-II" KM Block Situated at | _ Possession
Also At Mr Hambir Choudhry 1C-20 |vilage Makanpur Ghaziabad | 3-Amount in
Chandan Van Mathura Up- 281001Also At: | Super Area 1425 Square Feet | [Demand Notice
Hambir Choudhry Flat No. 1105, 11h Floor |l.e. 132.38 Square Feet ie,| (RS)
Amrapali Village Phase-|ll Village Makanpur | 10591 Square Meter One- | 1.23-04-2021
Ghaziabad- 201014 Also At: Mr. Hambir | Cover car Parking With Roof | 2. 13-10-2021
Choudhry C-56/40 Sec 62 Noida 201301 | Right Elc. East & West as per | 3. Rs.16,70,349/-
(UP) sale deed. (Rupees Sixteen
2Mrs. Nilam Choudhry W/IO Sh, Hambir | East: Road 30f Feet wide Lakh Sevenly
Choudhry R/O House Mo. 2072 Sec- 4c |West: Gali 4 Feet wide. Thousand Three
Vashundhara Ghaziyabad-201010 Also At: | North: Other Land Hundred Forty
Mrs Niam Choudhry Flat No. 1105, 11th | Seuth: Other Land. Nine Only)
Fluor Amrapall Village Phase-lll Vilage

abad- 201014

The above-mentioned Borrower(s)/ Co-Borrower(s)/ Guarantor(s)/ Mortgagor(s) are hereby givena 30
days' Notice to repay the amounl, else the morigaged propemes will be sold on the expiry of 30 days'
from the date of publication of this Notice, as per the provisions under the Rules 8 and 9 of Secunty
Interest {Enforcement) Rules 2002 Sdl-,

Date : 19-40-2021, Place : Delhi & NCR Authorized Gificer,

Axis Bank Ltd.,




THE PIONEER
NEW DELHI | TUESDAY | OCTOBER 19, 2021

Statinireatment

Generally used to lower the cholesterol
level — slightly lowered COVID mortality,
y finds a study. Statins are a recommended
and common intervention for preventing
cardiovascular events by reducing levels
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DR GAURAV PRAKASH BHARDWAJ

Director - Sports Injury,
Joint Preservation &
Replacement Surgery

PSRI HOSPITAL, NEW DELHI

Early diagnosis
1S Important

COVID the epidemic was widely perceived to play havoc with
lungs, severely compromising the immune system which in
two percent cases led to death. Worldwide it has caused such
havoc that something like this has not been seen by mankind
at least in the last one hundred years. If there were epidemics,
they were limited to one continent (Ebola in poor African coun-
tries), one country, one region, one state, or town. It was never
worldwide and engulfed the entire world at the same time. It
has caused immense physical, mental and financial hardship to
all of us.

Those who have had severe cases, post negative reports, many
of these patients post-recovery have complained of blood clots,
the onset of diabetes, chronic fatigue weakness and severe pain
in the bones. In bones, it has been found to be causing avascu-
lar necrosis or osteonecrosis which is in a common language
known as death of bone tissues due to lack of blood supply. This
is not a new disease but detection of this in the patient post
COVID is a cause of concern.

Take Avascular Necrosis (AVN) seriously

The loss of blood supply to bone tissues puts serious pres-
sure on bones which can lead to the breakdown of a single bone
or multiple bones ultimately may cause a collapse of the bone.
The highest risk is to the hip bone, which is one of the strongest
in the body but is most vulnerable. It can happen due to exces-
sive use of steroids for treatment of fibrosis during COVID.

Symptoms

Symptoms of long COVID-
19 can include fatigue, breath-
lessness, anxiety and depression,
palpitations, chest pains, joint or
muscle pain and not being able
to think straight or focus on
‘brain fog’ There is a lag in the
body showing symptoms of
AVN. It starts with pain in the
bones. The patient may experi-
ence pain in the hip or the groin
region. Besides, the patient may
find walking difficult or may
start limping while walking.
The mobility of the patient may
be severely compromised with
severe pain in the knee joint also
being experienced.

Causes

Most of the time it is seen to be caused by excessive use of
steroids during the treatment, a short period that is for usage
5-10 days should not trigger AVN. One cannot make a sweep-
ing statement that AVN is caused by excessive use of steroids
as it has not been seen in all the patients who were adminis-
tered a strong dose of steroids for treatment. Further, a clinical
study is required to come to a definite conclusion. It can also
be related to a patient's health condition before catching the virus.

What we can say with certainty is that it damages blood ves-
sels which can cause clotting in multiple parts which are has-
tened by steroid use. The intravascular clot can cause damage
to the femur leading to its collapse. All we need is further stud-
ies to establish this.

Diagnosis and treatment

An early diagnosis of AVN is important to arrest the dis-
ease’s progress and prevent subsequent femoral head collapse.
If diagnosed early in Ficat-Arlet stage I or II, 92%-97% of the
patients do not require surgery and can be managed with bis-
phosphonate therapy. Hence, it is crucial to diagnose AVN early
to decrease the morbidity and the requirement of surgery.
Patients are advised not to rush daily activity post-recovery. Some
patients try to hurry into an exercise regime, it should be avoid-
ed as the body is still in recovery mode and has proper rest.
Certain anti-inflammatory and non-steroidal medicine can also
be given which can also help in alleviating the pain in some cases
bone grafting is suggested. As a last option hip replacement
surgery can be undertaken wherein prosthetics are used to
remove and replace the damaged bone.

SUMMERCOOLER

KIWIFRUIT: Originated in
eastern China, kiwifruits are
mostly cultivated in New
Zealand. This large berry grows
on a species of woody vine in
the genus Actinidia. Do
not fall for the bright
green flesh alone
because the fuzzy
covering is edible too.
This fruit is a hand-
bag of vitamins, antiox-
idants and dietary fibres with
a sweet, tart and bold taste. It
is beneficial for heart health as
it contains properties capable of
lowering blood pressure and
reducing the risk of stroke and

An early diagnosis
of AVN is important
to arrest the
disease’s progress
and prevent
subsequent
femoral head
collapse. Patients
are advised not to
rush daily activity
post-recovery

heart diseases. Rich in dietary
fibre, it can stimulate regular
and healthy digestion and helps
in building immunity by pro-
viding vitamin C that in turn
stimulates the body’s immune
response.
» High in antioxi-
| dants, it works in
eliminating free
radicals within the
body and reduces
oxidative stress hence, keeping
inflammation and diseases at
bay. Include it in breakfast,
lunch or even snacks, sides or
a dessert because this fruit is
blessed with low calorie count.

According to the Endometriosis Society of India, the estimated number of

women suffering from the disorder is about 25 million and this number 1s
increasing every year. DR SHOBHA GUPTA tells you more

here are many campaigns
and awareness programmes
that run in our country

that educate women about
various health issues. Endometriosis
is one such condition that needs to
be highlighted. Endometriosis is a
medical problem or a common dis-
order that has emotional conse-
quences for women.

It is a disease that occurs when
tissue that normally grows inside the
uterus grows outside it. During a
normal menstrual cycle, the body
sheds the endometrium via the
vagina. In endometriosis, rather
than flowing out, this lining flows
backward and enters other parts of
the body.

Around 89 million young
women in the reproductive age
group worldwide are suffering from
endometriosis. According to the
Endometriosis Society of India, the
estimated number of women suffer-
ing from the disorder in India is
about 25 million and this number is
increasing every year.

A lack of knowledge around the
condition causes many women to
simply believe their symptoms are a
natural result of their period.

Endometriosis affects an esti-
mated one in 10 women during their
reproductive years. You can say
that it is the main reason for stom-
ach pain and the inability to conceive
in women between 25 to 30 years of
age.

Though it's not always the case,
the condition has been linked to a
higher risk for infertility because it
may influence egg quality, disturbs

your menstrual cycle, or might
cause higher levels of inflammation.

In endometriosis, the tissue
which appears in the womb is found
growing in abnormal locations such
as the ovaries or around the uterus.
Every time a woman's menstruation
starts, there is bleeding also inside
this tissue. As a result, thick dark
blood accumulates in the ovaries and
becomes cysts which is also one of
the reasons for painful periods.

Pain in the lower abdomen or
the pelvis is the most common
symptom of endometriosis, often
during or just before your period.
Pain may also be felt during ovula-
tion, while passing urine, during or
after sexual intercourse, in the lower
back region, in the lower back or in
the legs. One may experience heavy
and painful periods with symptoms
gradually worsening over time.

Other symptoms

“Diarrhea or constipation (in
connection with menstruation)

#Heavy, irregular menstrua-
tion

#Chronic/recurring pelvic pain

+High blood pressure

“Coughing up blood

“Blood in the urine or the
stool

<Frequent or urgent urination

<Difficult or prolonged men-
struation

<Irregular bowel movements

“Dysmenorrhea (menstrual
cramps)

#+Nausea and vomiting (in
severe cases)

Diagnosing endometriosis is
more difficult in Indian women. It

ENDOMETRIOSIS
AFFECTS AN ESTIMATED
ONE IN 10 WOMEN
DURING THE
REPRODUCTIVE YEARS.
IT 1S THE MAIN REASON
FOR STOMACH PAIN AND
THE INABILITY TO
CONCEIVE BETWEEN 25
TO 30 YEARS OF AGE.
ADOPT NATURAL WAYS
TO TREAT IT LIKE
HEALTHIER EATING
HABITS BY ELIMINATING
CAFFEINE, SUGAR, AND
ALCOHOL AND
CONSUMING ORGANIC
FOOD AND NUTRIENTS

generally affects the age group of 25-
30 yrs but these days, it is found in
the age group of 11-19 as well. So,
it is very important to be aware of
the symptoms of endometriosis and
the treatments available for it.

Treatment

Nearly 30-40% of women with
endometriosis can be infertile. The
endometriosis treatment depends on
several factors like the age of the
lady, severity of the symptoms and
desire to have children.

In some cases, over the counter
drugs are enough to manage the
symptoms. A hormonal intrauterine
device (IUD) is another option that
can be inserted to help reduce pain
and bleeding.

Young women with
endometriosis who want to conceive
may require specialized treatments
like TUT or IVF (test tube baby). If
the patient is older and has had
repeated surgeries, a total
Hysterectomy with Oophorectomy
(removing uterus and ovaries) is the
final solution.

You can also go for natural treat-
ments to treat endometriosis, such
as adopting healthier eating habits
- like lessening or eliminating caf-
feine, sugar, and alcohol and con-
suming organic food and supple-
menting essential nutrients such as
Vitamin B complex may help lower
your estrogen level. You can also do
exercise, yoga, and meditation to
improve your general and reproduc-
tive health.

The writer is Medical Director, Gynecologist
and IVF Specialist at Mother's Lap IVF Centre,
Pitampura, New Delhi

of lipoprotein cholesterol in the blood.
Researchers followed 9,63,876 residents of
Stockholm above the age of 45.

All about endometrosis

SHOW WAY

Skin loses
its glow
with time
due to
constant
exposure
to the blue
light and
pollution.
DR PRITI SHUKLA shares
ways to increase your
collagen production naturally

ow many times have you thought
chat your skin is losing out its sheen

and elasticity due to the over-expo-
sure to the blue light and pollution? Many
times, right? So, all these skin issues are actu-
ally indicating that the collagen production
in your body is declining. Collagen is a cru-
cial protein that serves as one of the main
building blocks for your bones, skin, hair,
muscles, tendons, and ligaments. The best
part of collagen is that its production can be
stimulated in the body through natural and
minimal-invasive ways. Consuming foods
that contain nutrients needed to stimulate
collagen production can naturally help
increase collagen levels in the body. Apart
from it, the new prothilo treatment also
works wonders.

Nutrients for collagen synthesis

Vitamin C

Consuming food items that are rich in
vitamin C and amino acids has the evidence
of increasing the levels of hyaluronic acid
and collagen in the body as both are
important for skin. Oranges, red peppers,
kale, Brussels sprouts, broccoli, and straw-
berries are rich in vitamin C.

Aloe vera gel

This leads to the stimulation of the cell-
growth and can help boost collagen produc-
tion in your skin. You can apply aloe vera
directly to the skin in pure form, or in the
form of the products on the market that con-
tain it.

Zinc

Zinc deficiency in the body can reduce
the amount of collagen produced. A man
should consume 11 milligrams of zinc
daily and a woman eight milligrams. The
zinc-rich food contains cacao, pumpkin
seeds, watermelon seeds, sesame seeds,
spinach, almonds, cashews, chickpeas, kid-
ney beans, lentils and oats.

Copper

Copper helps in the formation of red
blood cells, bone, and connective tissue.
Copper activates lysyl oxidase, an enzyme
required for collagen maturation, which
helps to form the fibers that support your
tissues. It is recommended to consume about
900 micrograms of copper daily. Sunflower
seeds, sesame seeds, almonds, cashews, spir-
ulina, shiitake mushrooms are the richest
source of copper.

Profhilo

Prothilo is a series of injections of pure
hyaluronic acid, which hydrates the skin and
triggers collagen and elastin production. It
results in the bio-remodelling of the skin and
dramatically improves the quality of the skin.

Do not expose your skin too much in
the sun or in a tanning bed. Be mindful
about smoking. It’s also one of the reasons
behind skin ageing prematurely. Getting
time outside with the protection of sun-
screen is one way to maintain a healthy
glow.

Collagen supplements are also used but
it has side effects like calcium overproduc-
tion, allergic reactions, and joint pain.

The writer is Consultant Plastic and Cosmetic
Surgeon, Ambrosia Clinic

Time to bul

d coalitions and partnerships

SHALINI SAKSENA speaks with DR DALBIR SINGH about the challenges facing

India to eliminate 'T'B and ground-breaking innovations

B What is the biggest challenge
facing India in treatment of TB?

Our greatest challenge in TB
elimination would lie in successful-
ly building coalitions and partner-
ships with private sector and civil
society, adopting multi-sectoral
approach in engaging local commu-
nities and institutions of local gov-
ernance besides strategising  to
address issues of social determinants
like malnutrition, poverty, social
discrimination, planned urbanisa-
tion, hygiene and sanitation, co-
morbidities like Diabetes and smok-
ing also have to be factored in our
overall strategy of TB elimination as
they contribute hugely to its mor-
tality.

B What are the measures
taken at international level?

Driven by the urgency of crises,
the first ever UN General Assembly
High Level Meeting in 2018
endorsed an ambitious and power-
ful political declaration to acceler-
ate progress towards END TB
Targets and evolve urgent global
response to Global Epidemic. It fol-
lowed a very successful Inter-
Ministerial Conference on
Elimination of TB in Moscow in

Dr Dalbir Sin?h
President, Global Coalition on TB

2017 which resulted in firm com-
mitments from world leaders from
120 countries to upscale the diag-
nosis and treatment as well as to
pursue the Universal Health
Coverage and social protection.
The WHO has developed the END
TB strategy with an overall goal of
a 90% reduction in Incidence and
95% reduction in TB deaths from
2015-2035. Around 70% of Indian

patients are treated in private sec-
tor. It’s only in the last decade that
we have been able to evolve appro-
priate public-private partnership
models which have been replicated
across the country.

B What are ground-breaking
innovations?

Today, there are over 200 dis-
tricts across the country where
Public Private Partnership pro-
grams called Patient Provider
Support Agency (PPSA) models are
ongoing which are ensuring free
diagnosis and treatment. TB pro-
gramme embraced use of ICT for
treatment adherence and monitor-
ing and real time community led
initiatives. During COVID we
promptly evolved Rapid Response
Plan by introduction of bidirection-
al screening for TB and COVID
and initiating measures for door
step delivery of drugs and mass level
community engagement and aware-
ness campaigns.

B What has been the cause of
growing TB rate?

The social conditions and
comorbidity that fuel TB epidemic
have not been adequately addressed.
Poverty, malnutrition stigma and

unplanned proximal living spaces
have aggravated the management of
TB. Spurt in Diabetes and tobacco,
smoking have also been strongly
associated with higher risk of TB
mortality.
EWhat are the gaps that exist?
The critical gap that exists
today is between the estimated
incidence and the actual notifica-
tions being reported to the
Government. It will be most impor-
tant to close this gap and this has
been a focus for our national TB
programme. We need to engage
aggressively with the private sector
and help create a unified health sys-
tem where patients may receive
standardised and free care, regard-
less of the sector they go to. Third,
greater district-level monitoring
and tracking will be crucial.
EWhat more needs to be done?
We need to continue to inno-
vate, strengthen our political will,
research and development, build
Inter-sectoral approach, learn from
cross pollination of Ideas and
proven interventions. TB cannot be
eradicated unless determinants like
stigma, poverty, pollution control
and malnutrition are addressed.

INBRIEF
Retinal diseases
detection with Al

Retinal examinations can detect a number
of diseases that affect the eye. Fundus pho-

tography is a process of taking photographs

of the interior of the eye through the pupil and
is a way to screen and monitor such retinal dis-
eases. The introduction of artificial intelligence
(AI) technology to fundus photography has

improved the platform and enabled it to detect

and monitor retinal diseases on a large scale.
The Comprehensive AI Retinal Expert
(CARE) system was developed by an interna-

tional group of researchers from Sun Yat-sen

University, Beijing Eaglevision Technology
(Airdoc), Monash University, University of

Miami Miller School of Medicine, Beijing
Tongren Eye Centre and Capital Medical
University.

Associate Professor Zongyuan G,e

Department of Electrical and Computer

Systems Engineering, Monash University,

Monash Data Futures Institute, said the
researchers trained a clinically applicable

deep-learning system for fundus diseases

using data derived from real world case stud-
ies, and then externally tested the model using
fundus photographs collected from clinical set-
tings in China.

“The CARE system was trained to iden-

tify the 14 most common retinal abnormali-
ties using 207,228 colour fundus photographs

derived from 16 clinical settings with differ-
ent disease distributions,” said Ge.
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TALES OF UNLIVED LIVE

TANMAYA DAS tunes in to the unheard recollections portrayed by
contemporary artists through the photography exhibition,
Unsealed Chamber, The Transient Image

n the wake of Covid-19,
lack of funds and fewer

he combination of dim

I lighting, binaural music
created a mysterious ambi-

ence and drew me into a room

audiences, theatre artists
have switched to confined
and experimental spaces in
Delhi’s suburbs and smaller
cities, leaving the Mandi
House area — the national
capital’s hub for performing

To act, or not to act?

In a post-pandemic world, where every
sector has been affected, theatre artistes
switch to Delhi’s suburbs and smaller

where strategically placed pictures
told a thousand stories. The set-
ting is Alliance Francaise de
Delhi, where the Unsealed
Chamber — The Transient Image,
where the work of four contem-
porary artists — Aparna Nori,
Arpan Mukherjee, Indu Anthony,
and Philippe Calia — is being
exhibited in both analogue and
digital formats, to explain the
transition in self-reflection dur-
ing the pandemic. The artists
experimented with creative
hybridity by combining tradition-
al and new media techniques to
reflect on oneself, society, ecolo-
gy, and representation.

I am drawn to the wall,
where the Bangalore-based artist,
Aparna Nori, who has not just
placed her work but also dis-
cussed and described the hues
and texture of her skin. The pic-
tures represent the emotional
state and anxieties of women in
a patriarchal culture. Her piece,
Nalla Pilla (little dark girl), exam-
ines the relationship she formed
with her body as she questioned
its concerns, folds, and imperfec-
tions. She chose a salt-paper
technique because she felt it was
the most natural expression of
textured personal narrative.
Furthermore, according to her
explanation, using photography
is about more than just collecting
photographs; it is about partici-
pating with the medium (photog-
raphy) itself.

Moving right I come face-to-
face with the Bengal-based artist
Arpan Mukherjee’s collection of
alternative photography. Gola
Vora Dhan, typified by themes of
dislocation, displacement, and

Satellite images of mining sites by Philippe Calia

exile takes up an entire wall. Some
of his photographs depict a lone-
ly girl sitting under a tree, others
portray village sights. On the wall,
the artist describes that his fam-
ily is a part of large scale migra-
tion from village to city in Bengal
from 1980s onward. Through
research and documentation, the
artist, who is currently in
Shantiniketan, West Bengal, fre-
quently challenges and condemns
the discrimination, political, and
economic state of society.
Butsoona collection of satel-
lite images of different mining
locations that have been exploit-
ed over the years clamours for
attention. When I asked about the

photographic method, the cura-
tor, Rahaab Allana, reveals that he
took the printouts of the images
and used chemicals to dissolve
them, resulting in a new land-
scape of the satellite images to
come up with the collection
named, The Shape Of Clouds,
2021. The exhibition displays
various rocks from around the
world, such as those found in
Australia, Tanzania and more,
which helped in the production
of minerals like gold, copper, alu-
minium, uranium and so on. A
picture of the disintegrated art-
work placed on the walls, sup-
ported by two short iron rods
showed the new landscape

A sample of Arpan Mukherjee’s work

formed by the chemical solution.
Then, there is a video display of
his family photograph being
clicked on the beach in the
1970s, just before his birth,
exactly in front of the left corner.
The image, which was zooming
in and out, outlined his father’s
memories.

On the extreme left, a photo
collection of anonymous women
by Indu Anthony that has been
accumulated over time is titled,
Ivar. It refers to people within
one’s home or vicinity while
probing the relationship between
self-expression and discarded
photographs of women. The 25
black and white photographs

placed along with an unusual
and unfamiliar silence have a
calming effect.

The distinct impression that
each photograph creates is that
of telling a series of stories while
the video installation — where
Nori has scribbled texts in Telegu
and English, describing flaws
and scars through the pictorial
description — evokes contem-
plation about all the situations
and insecurities that women
suffered throughout the ages. All
of the images are linked togeth-
er, revealing previously untold
stories about a multitude of
incidents that occurred many
years ago.

art students and actors —
with a deserted look.

“The theatre groups
which earlier used to per-
form at Mandi House have
now moved to residential
areas like Laxmi Nagar,
Mayur Vihar to perform.
These places used to be our
rehearsing spaces earlier but
now since some theatres
are not taking up shows and
others have increased their
booking rates, we are com-
pelled to move to such
places,” shared
Harshvardhan Chaturvedi,
an actor best known for his
performance in the plays Ek
Aur Dronacharya and
Bloody Bombay.

Akashara Theatre is the
only prominent name
amongst the newer substi-
tutes.

There is probably no
sector that has not been hit
by the pandemic and Delhi’s
theatre community is no
exception. “Our communi-
ty has people from all castes,
classes, religions and regions
in India. However, after the
pandemic-induced-lock-
downs, many were forced to
leave for their hometowns to
help their families and
themselves. Others, who
did not, switched to some
other occupation. And those
who had somehow man-
aged to survive the first
lockdown broke down after
the second wave. However,
our plight still remains to be
heard,” Chaturvedi added.

Just as all the public

cities to keep the show going

spaces in the city started
opening up after the devas-
tating second wave of
Covid-19, the Delhi govern-
ment had issued orders
allowing cinemas, theatres,
multiplexes to reopen with
50 per cent capacity from
July 26 onwards.

“This 50 per cent bar
had further given rise to
another set of problems as
some theatres despite having
all the resources, refused to
take bookings for they were
sceptical of being able to
cover their expenses with
just half the percentage of
audience,” a theatre admin-
istrator revealed, on the
condition of anonymity.

However, Shobha
Deepak Singh — the direc-
tor of Shriram Bharatiya
Kala Kendra said that they
could book Kamani
Auditorium, but there
weren't enough shows to
begin with.

Meanwhile, Sri Ram
Centre for Performing Arts
has increased its booking
rates by almost "10,000 to
*20,000. “This has further
rendered the community,
especially those with a lim-
ited budget, helpless,” Saif
Ansari — an actor and
producer, best known for
his adaptation of William
Shakespeare’s Hamlet —
shared, adding that SRCPA
is an autonomous body
and is therefore not
accountable to anyone.

“Due to all these rea-
sons, we are now perform-
ing in smaller cities like
Lucknow, Kanpur, Bareilly
and Jaipur,” explained
Chaturvedi.

Saif said although they
have come up with new
places, audiences do not
appear in large numbers,
“First of all these are lesser-
known spaces in suburbs.
Secondly, they are con-
fined, so people are scepti-
cal of sitting closer to each
other due to Covid-19”

The number of audi-
ence has reduced from pre-
Covid times of 500 to a
mere 60-70. “Cinema has
moved to OTT platforms
but we cannot rely on
something like that because
oflack of funds, and there-
fore, the equipment due to
which it will be next to
impossible to stream a live
show,” Said added.

Shobha Deepak Singh,
the director of Shriram
Bharatiya Kala Kendra
shared similar woes. “The
community at large is
doing very badly as there is
no money left. There are
salary cuts,” she said, “In
the middle of all this, we
try to take back people as
per requirements hoping
that something would hap-

en!

“There is no help from
even the government on
this front,” Singh added.

—IANS

Transcending borders

Team Viva explores the premise of the joint-exhibition, Dreamscapes, which will be featuring

At Dreamscapes, viewers

will witness the merger in
the expression of the
two artists from diverse
cultures and geogra-

y.
Shah, the India
ambassador of Arte

position.

Talking about her first

show in India, Romano

reveals, “I am thrilled to
be part of this exhibition,
working with such great
people as the Tao Gallery
team. I am showing my

Meghna Patpatia

The world around us plays a distinct
role in formulating our perceptions,
ideas and inspirations. The ‘scape’ is
defined as any extended view or the pic-
ture/representation of one. Be it a land-
scape, cityscape or seascape, each repre-
sents the inextricable relationship
humans tend to form with their geo-
graphical surroundings. Argentinian
artist Julia Romano and Indian artist
Meghna Patpatia, though divided by
geography and culture, merge in their
expression of this intricate relationship
with the scape — a relationship that is
universally experienced by all on this
planet. Both take existing realistic ele-
ments and combine them with the sur-
real elements of mythology and ancient
anthropology. The endeavour is to cre-

the works of Argentinian artist JULIA ROMANO and Mumbai-based MEGHNA PATPATIA

- Sy

Confinement by Meghna Patpatia

ate these dreamscapes that question what
is real and what is imagined, what is phys-
ical and what is metaphorical,” says
Sanjana Shah, the creative director of Tao
Art Gallery, one of the oldest galleries in

Mumbai. The gallery will be hosting a
unique show, comprising the works of
Romano and Patpatia, called Dreamscapes.

Curated by Shah, the show will be up
for previewing on October 21, 6 pm

onwards and will be on display till
November 25, 2021. The exhibition is set
to be inaugurated by the Consul General
of Argentina, Mr Guillermo Eduardo
Devoto.

Laguna Prize, hopes to
juxtapose Romano’s dig-
ital landscapes with
Meghna’s artworks.
Commenting on the
upcoming show, she shares,
“Dreamscapes  pairs
together two artists
from different cultures
and geographical
landscapes, but who
share the same desire
to explore the synergy
between humans and
the land they inhabit.
As a curator, I found this
thematic overlap between
the two to be interesting
and relevant: Romano explores the
impact of past ancestral generations on
land, while Patpatia envisions a surreal
alternate reality or dystopian future as a
result of it. The seed of the idea is the
same, but the techniques and treatment
of the works are different. Both create
beautifully stunning and poignant works
as aresult! I am excited for the audience
to come and experience the show and
this synergy live in action.”
Dreamscapes will beautifully high-
light aspects of co-existence and cultur-
al synergy with a subtle undertone of the
threat of depletion in a dystopian future.
Much like the land around us, the art is
layered, multi-faceted and deep in com-

Julia Romano

series of landscapes made
with different parts of places
photographed by me and
painted by classical European
artists; these oases are a mix-
ture of time, space and culture.
I made one work especially
for the show with images
taken from my surround-
ings here in Cérdoba (the
mountains, trees and
plants from my neigh-
bourhood and my gar-
den) and put them togeth-
er with a panoramic view
of Mumbai. So, challenging
this union! Only art can be
this magical. I strongly
believe that by doing this in collage, we
are also bonding in real life”

Taking it a step further by using the
past to imagine the future, Patpatia adds,
“Tao has a wonderful space that merges
visuals seamlessly with narratives and
the ability to collate artists worldwide.
Sanjana’s curatorial foresight and abili-
ty to weave a juxtapositioning of Julia
and my art practices have intuitively
brought about Dreamscapes. Super
excited to see it unfurl”

These combined artistic dream-
scapes of this joint-exhibition will help
in bringing the world a little bit closer
and opening our minds a little bit
wider.

A BOUQUET

Anjali Mittal, a self-taught, senior
artist, who has undertaken art
courses in
various
institutions like
Triveni Kala
Sangam, New
Delhi. Anjali has
been a part of
several curated
group shows in
renounced art
galleries like
AIFACS in Delhi, Lokayata Art
Gallery Delhi, KNK Art Gallery Delhi,
Somany Tiles community Centre
Haryana, UCHAAN Art Gallery
Gurgaon, to name a few.would be
showcasing her works at the India
Habitat Centre from today through
an exhibition titled, A Bouquet.
When: October 19-21

Where: Convention Centre Foyer,
IHC

INDIAN BLUE

Following the previous exhibitions that looked at artistic practices across the
decades of 1950s, ‘60s and
‘70s, DAG now presents an
exhibition that examines how
artists have addressed their
work through the prism of the
colour blue that has been
imbued with nuances particular
to the country and its culture.

Featuring over 150 works,
Indian Blue uncovers a range
of artistic practices from the realistic to the abstract, from landscapes and
portraits to history paintings and figurative narrations, across an equally
astonishing range of mediums — ails, watercolours, acrylics, printmaking,
sculpture — and periods.

Indian Blue in an effort to examine the relationship civilisations share with
the colour blue, not only helps the viewers understand the artistic responses to
its hues and tones at a subliminal level — something it achieves through the
chosen colour under investigation in this exhibition — but also goes beyond it
to examine the role colours play in human lives.

And what better way to explore this rich sensory archive than through the
world as visualised by artists.

When: Open till December 1
Where: DAG, The Claridges

PEN, INK, ACTION: SATYAJIT RAY AT 100
To celebrate the centenary year of Satyajit Ray,
legendary filmmaker, writer, illustrator and music
composer, a festival of classic black and white
feature films; films from the Calcutta Trilogy;
period pieces; a children’s film; and Ray’s all-time
favourite films are set to be screened at the India
International Centre.

The screenings will be =
held as part of The /IC MUS OOM
Experience: A Festival Of
The Arts, from October 22-
26.

Jalsaghar (The Music
Room)

(100 min; 1958; dvd; b/w;
Bengali with English
subtitles)

Director: Satyajit Ray

Indian landowner Biswambhar Roy (Chhabi
Biswas) lives in luxury, but his fortune is slowly
slipping away.

When: October 23, 8:30 pm
Where: CD Deshmukh Auditorium, India
International Centre

HINDUSTANI VOCAL RECITAL BY
VIDUSHI SHALMALEE JOSHI
Indian classical music has

an enigmatic charm, with

an immense power to draw

a person one step closer

to the ultimate divine

power. It's not just an art to
entertain the audience and
listeners, but a sacred and
intelligent way to connect

to the divine, as per

Vidushi Shalmalee Joshi

from the Jaipur-Atrauli Gharana.
For Joshi, a disciple of Padma Talwalkar and of the
late Pandit Ratnakar Pai, musichas the potential to
unite the mind and the soul, which is much needed
in today’s turbulent society, since it does not
recognise boundaries and is therefore unifying in
nature.

Tune in to her Hindustani vocal recital at 1IC,
accompanied by Tejovrush Sunil Joshi on tabla; and
Vinay Mishra on the harmonium.

When: October 24, 6:30 pm

Where: Fountain Lawns, [IC main building
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Will bat at No. 3, KL to Ishan, Rahul star as India beat England

T20 WORLD CUP WARM-UP

open with Rohit: Kohli

PTI W DUBAI

India captain Virat Kohli on
Monday said he will bat at
number three instead of open-
ing the innings in the ICC T20
World Cup with KL Rahul
having sealed the second
opener’s slot alongside Rohit
Sharma.

The Indian skipper kept it
open-ended when asked about
the team’s top-six batters going
into the opening match of the
tournament against arch-rivals
Pakistan on October 24.

“Things were different
before IPL, now it’s difficult to
look beyond KL Rahul at the
top of the order. Rohit is a no-
brainer. World-class player,
he’s been solid up front. I will
be batting at 3. That’s the only
news I can give to start off,
Kohli said at the toss before
the warm-up game against
England.

Rahul emerged as the
third highest scorer in the
IPL with 628 runs besides
hitting the most number of
sixes (30) in the tournament.

“We are pretty sorted in
terms of how we are going to
start in the first game (versus
Pakistan).”

The objective behind the
two warm-up matches is to
give game time to everyone as
they get back into the groove
after a short break.

“Outside of that we just
want to give opportunity to
guys in these games as much
as possible. We will look to
give game-time to most of
them. The idea is to create
some energy and momentum
as a team.

We have played in differ-
ent teams recently (in the
IPL),” said the Indian captain.

While the IPL has been

competitive, Kohli didn’t for-
get to mention that it’s Indian
cricket that is paramount.
“We have had success in
the past. So we want to create
that same energy, fielding is
the best place to start I reck-
on when eleven guys are
together. The IPL is right up
there in terms of level and
competitiveness, but this is

paramount. Indian cricket is
the priority for everyone. That
has to be the case”

It all boils down to adapt-
ability, said Kohli.

“Adaptability is what mat-
ters. People play different roles
in their IPL teams. It's about
adapting quickly to this team
now, who plays where is what

PTI H DUBAI

KL Rahul’s brutal yet elegant
50 sealed the second open-
ers debate while his opening
partner Ishan Kishan also
grabbed the opportunity as
India warmed-up nicely with a
seven-wicket win over England
in the opening practice match
ahead of the T20 World Cup.

Rahul made batting look
easy with six boundaries and
three sixes in his 24-ball-51
while Kishan was retired hurt
after a chiselled 70 off 46 balls
that had three sixes apart from
seven boundaries as India
chased a target of 189 with an
over to spare.

In a game where result was
secondary, Rahul’s touch would
have certainly made skipper
Virat Kohli pleased as punch as
he hit some breathtaking sixes
off Chris Woakes and also treat-
ed Mark Wood with disdain.
Kishan, who might have to sit
out if he is not playing as an
opener, did his case no harm
once Rahul was gone as he
punished the spinners, includ-

T20 WC BIGGEST CHALLENGE: HARDIK

PTI W DUBAI

tar India all-rounder Hardik Pandya
considers the ongoing T20 World
Cup the biggest responsibility of his
career as a finisher because “every-
thing is on my shoulders” in the absence
of “life coach and brother” Mahendra
Singh Dhoni from the playing line-up.
In an interview to ‘ESPNcricinfos
Cricket Monthly), the 28-year-old super-
star, whose fitness is a concern heading
into the event as he did not bowl in the

ing a dazzling six, coming down
the track off Adil Rashid.

India in the first game ticked
some boxes that includes two
senior pacers Jasprit Bumrah
(1/26) and Mohammed Shami
(3/40) hitting the straps straight-
away with some fast and accu-
rate deliveries.

The third angle to this ‘tri-
angle’ — Bhuvneshwar Kumar,
however, consistently missed
the length giving away 54 runs
in four overs.

Kohli (11) didn’t score
much but that would be least of

the side will open its campaign against
Pakistan on October 24 here. Dhoni has
been appointed the team’s mentor for the

mega-event.

“The biggest so far, I will say, because
this time I don’t have Mahendra Singh
Dhoni. Everything is on my shoulders - I
like to think that way because it gives me
an added challenge. It is going to be excit-
ing, a cracker of a tournament,” he said.

Speaking of Dhoni, a fiercely private
person whose life outside cricket is as enig-
matic as his persona on the field, Pandya

concerns for the Indian team.

Rishabh Pant (29 not out,
14 balls) smashed the bowlers,
while Suryakumar Yadav (8
off 8 balls) did look a bit
scratchy during his brief stay.

Hardik Pandya, who is sup-
posed to be the “designated fin-
isher” in this line-up, came to
the crease with 21 needed off 15
balls and he hit a few streaky
shots in his 16 not out in 10
balls.

The England batters also
threw their willows around to
get some quality time in the
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middle on a good surface at the
ICC Academy ground here
after being put in to bat.

Veteran Shami bowled the
fuller lengths and also mixed it
with clever variations as he got
wickets of openers Jason Roy
(17 off 13 balls), Jos Buttler (18
off 13 balls) and Liam
Livingstone (30 off 20 balls).

Buttler was done in by
change of pace where the length
was slightly shortened and pace
taken off after being hit for two
boundaries, while Livingstone
was castled by an old-fash-
ioned yorker.

Bumrah even in a warm-up
game, bowled an unplayable
yorker to prevent Jonny
Bairstow (49 off 36 balls) from
getting a half-century. He was
easily India’s best bowler on
view while Bhuvneshwar
looked a bit out of place.

Moeen Ali (43 not out off
20 balls), fresh from his IPL
exploits, beefed up England’s
score in the final over.

However, the contest that
head coach Ravi Shastri and
captain Kohli keenly watched

the things I don't like, everything,” he said.

Pandya recalled how Dhoni reached
out to him on his return to the side dur-
ing the tour of New Zealand in 2019 after
a suspension for some sexist remarks on
a TV show.

“.Initially there were no hotel
rooms (for Pandya in New Zealand).
But then I get a call, saying, “You just 4
come. MS has told us, T don't sleep
on the bed. He will sleep on my bed
and I will sleep on the floor””

“He (Dhoni) was the first

was how well young leg-spinner
Chahar (1/43 in 4 overs) and
veteran off-spinner Ashwin
(0/23 in 4 overs) shape up for
the third spinner’s slot.

The Indian team is pretty
certain that Ravindra Jadeja and
Varun Chakravarthy are the
two spinners who will be in
operation when the campaign
starts. The two had also played
an IPL final just few days back
along with play-off games and
hence both were rested.

While Chahar removed
ICC’s World No 1 ranked T20
batter Dawid Malan (18 off 18
balls) with a googly, he wasn’t
as consistent with his length as
Ashwin, who went wicket-less
but wasn’t punished as such.

However unlike Chahar,
who at times looked penetra-
tive, the English batters didn’t
have much of a problem in
milking Ashwin for the singles
and some inside out shots over
extra-cover. In all, India had a
good outing, exactly how they
would have wanted in a warm-
up game.

IPL, spoke about the many challenges of
his life, his acceptance of the not-so-per-
fect self and the extraordinary bond he
shares with Dhoni.

This would be India’s first World Cup

said the two-time World Cup-winning cap-
tain is someone he turns to in times of
adversity, turmoil and even to understand
his own mind. “MS was someone who
understood me from the start: how I func-

person who has been always there.
He knows what kind of an individ- |
ual Tam. He knows me quite deep.
I am very close to him. He is the
only person who can make me

matters.”

campaign since Dhoni retired in 2020 and

tion, what kind of a person I am, what are

calm.

2023 Asia Cup 1n Pakistan
will be 50-over affair: Raja

PTI W DUBAI

The 2023 Asia Cup
in Pakistan will
be a 50-over event
with the Asian
Cricket Council con-
tinuing its tradition of holding
the tournament in the same for-
mat as that particular year’s ICC
global event, PCB chairman
Ramiz Raja said on Monday.

However, the former
Pakistan captain also dropped
enough hints that there is very
little chance of having a bilat-
eral series against India in near
future as a “lot of work still
needs to be done” to reach a
“comfortable level” Raja recent-
ly attended the ACC meet in
Dubai where he discussed the
modalities of Asia Cup and also
had a meeting with BCCI pres-
ident Sourav Ganguly and sec-
retary Jay Shah.

India-Pak bilateral cricket
On his meeting with the
BCCI officials, Raja said: “A lot
of work needs to be done to
revitalise Pakistan-India crick-

et but there needs to
be some comfortable
level between the two
boards and then we
can see how far we
can go. So overall,
we had a good dis-
cussion.

“I met with BCCI President
Sourav Ganguly and secretary
Jay Shah on the sidelines of the
ACC meetings. We need to cre-
ate a cricketing bond, while I
have also believed that politics
should stay away from sport as
much as possible and this has
always been our stance;” he reit-
erated.

Raja understands that
ACC as a body has no power
to dictate terms to a giant like
BCCI and that’s the reason he
sounded a word of caution for
the continental body knowing
that their could be a shift of
Asia Cup by the time 2023
arrives.

“The ACC was set-up to
create a unified approach and
collective stance so that we had
one voice and if there was a sit-
uation, all stood together.

Ireland beat Netherlands by 7 wickets

PTI W ABU DHABI

ohannesburg-born seamer Curtis

Campher became only the third bowler to
claim four wickets in four balls in T20Is as
a superior Ireland beat Netherlands by seven
wickets in their first round Group A T20
World Cup match here on Monday.

Thanks to Campher’s exploits with the
white ball, Ireland bundled out Netherlands
for 106 after the Dutch had decided to bat.

Ireland chased down the target with as
many as 29 balls to spare at the Sheikh Zayed
Stadium.

Gareth Delany (44) and Paul Stirling (30
not out) were the significant contributors
with the bat for the Irish team that had lost
its T20 World Cup games to the same oppo-
nents in 2014 and 2016.

Earlier, bowling the 10th over of the
Netherlands innings, the 22-year-old
Campher left the Netherlands innings in dis-
array when he dismissed Colin Ackermann,
Ryan ten Doeschate, Scott Edwards and
Roelof van der Merwe off successive balls.
He was bowling his second over for the day,
having gone for 12 runs first up.

Ackermann was out caught behind on
review, having played an attempted pull off
a shortish ball that seemed to be going down
leg. The seasoned Ten Doeschate, best
remembered for his incredible century
against England in the 2011 World Cup, was
out for a duck, trapped in front by a full and
straight one.

Edwards too fell Ibw as DRS (decision
review system) tracked the ball hitting the
leg stump.

For his final wicket, van der Merwe
played on to his stumps a widish delivery,
leaving the Irish camp in a state of frenzy.

Netherlands were in all sorts of trouble
at 51 for six after Campher’s multiple blows
but opener Max ODowd (51) battled on
amid the slide at the other end.

During his 51-ball knock, ODowd hit
seven boundaries.

The day, however, belonged to Campher
who had started poorly in his spell, got a
lucky breakthrough down the leg side
before claiming his hat-trick, only the sec-
ond player after former Australia speedster
Brett Lee to achieve the feat in a T20
World Cup.

[Lanka Premier
League 2021 to kick
off on December 5

IANS ® COLOMBO

The Lanka Premier League 2021 will com-
mence on December 5 here with the inau-

ural game scheduled to be played between
Galle and Jaffna.

The first round of the tournament, which
will consist of 20 games, will be played at the
RPICS, before it moves into MRICS,
Hambantota to proceed with the final round
games.

The finals of the League will be played on
December 23 at the MRICS, Hambantota,
whilst this year’s tournament has
December 24, as a Reserve Day’ dedicated for
the finals.

The Lanka Premier League which is Sri
Lanka’s topmost domestic tournament, with
an international flavour, will consist of 24
games and will see the participation of top-
most domestic and international cricketers.

The Final Round Games will see the top
two teams in the points table playing the qual-
ifier 1, whilst the 3rd and 4th placed teams on
the table playing in the ‘eliminator.

The winner of ‘qualifier 1’ will directly go
into the finals, whilst the loser of ‘qualifier 1’
will play against the winner of the ‘elimina-
tor’ in the ‘qualifier 2" and the winner of that
game will go into the finals.

Barcelona rallies to beat Valencia 3-1

AP W MADRID

Ansu Fati is quickly becom-
ing Barcelona’s go-to play-
er in the absence of Lionel
Messi.

The 18-year-old Fati made
his first start for Barcelona
after a long injury layoff on
Sunday, scoring a goal and
earning his team a penalty as
the Catalan club halted its los-
ing streak by rallying to beat
Valencia 3-1 in the Spanish
league.

Memphis Depay and
Philippe Coutinho also scored
for Barcelona as it moved to
seventh place, five points
behind leader Real Sociedad
and with a game in hand.

Fati returned to action last
month after being sidelined for
more than 10 months because
of a knee injury, coming off the
bench in three straight match-
es before getting his first start
on Sunday and giving fans
more hope that the club can
rebuild around him after
Messi’s departure to Paris Saint-
Germain. He had already
scored a few minutes after
entering the game against
Levante.

“We've always said we need
players like him,” said
Barcelona coach Ronald
Koeman, who was back on the
bench after a suspension of two
league matches following a red

card for complaining.

“It was his first start and it
was already decided with the
doctors that he would only play
for about an hour. We don’t
want to overwork him in such
an important week for us”

Barcelona was coming off
two defeats before the interna-
tional break — 2-0 at Atlético
Madrid in the league and 3-0
at Benfica in the Champions
League. It had won only once
in its last six matches in all
competitions.

Barcelona has begun a
three-game home stint that
Koeman called key to getting

the team back on track. It will
next play a critical Champions
League game against Dynamo
Kyiv on Wednesday and then
the first “clasico” of the season
against Real Madrid.

“It was a very important
win, we are in a key week in the

D ouble Olympic medallist and
reigning world champion P
V Sindhu will look for a good
outing as she returns to compet-
itive action after a break, at the
Denmark Open World Tour
Super 1000 tournament begin-
ning here on Tuesday.

Sindhu, a bronze medallist at
the Tokyo Olympics, had taken
a break due to the hectic sched-
ule during the Games, but she
would be itching to make a win-
ning return to the USD 850,000
event, which will also restart the
BWF World Tour following a sus-
pension due to the COVID-19
pandemic.

Also in action will be London
/ Olympics bronze medallist Saina

Nehwal, who has recovered from
her groin injury, which had
forced her to retire midway
through her first match at the
Uber Cup Final last week.

While Sindhu, seeded fourth,
will look for a rampaging start
when she opens against Turkey’s
Neslihan Yigit, Saina will have to

Stallwood.

Chirag Shetty and Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy as the seventh seed-
ed Indian pair open its campaign
against English combination of
Callum Hemming and Steven

Sindhu eyes good outing on return to action

~ PTI m ODENSE

paign opener.

Lakshya had failed to make
the Indian team for the Sudirman
Cup and Thomas Cup Final after
losing his only match in the tri-
als and would be eager to prove

season,” Barcelona midfielder
Frenkie de Jong said.

“We started it well by earn-
ing points and gaining confi-
dence, that’s very important for
the club right now”

The loss extended
Valencia’s winless streak to five
matches. It dropped to ninth
place in the league.

work hard to get past Japan’s Aya
Ohori in her opening round.

Sindhu, the 2016 Rio Games
silver medallist, is likely to cross
swords with Thailand’s Busanan
Ongbamrungphan in the second
round and a win there could put
her face to face with fifth seed
Korean An Seyoung.

All eyes will also be on

The duo has been in impres-
sive form, having won all its four
matches at the Thomas Cup final
in Aarhus, Denmark.

In the men’s singles, young
Lakshya Sen, who finished sec-
ond best at Dutch Open on
Sunday, will look to continue his
good run when he faces compa-
triot Sourabh Verma in his cam-

a point.

The women’s doubles pair of
N Sikki Reddy and Ashwini
Ponnappa and Meghana
Jakkampudi and S Ram
Poorvisha are also in the fray.
Ashwini will pair up with Satwik
in the mixed doubles category to
face China’s Feng Yan Zhe and
Du Yue.

RAHANE TO LEAD MUMEA!

Mumbai: India’s Test vice-captain Ajinkya Rahane
will lead a strong 20-member Mumbai squad that
will take part in the upcoming Syed Mushtaq Ali
T20 tournament with the flamboyant Prithvi Shaw
being his deputy. The Mumbai Cricket Association
(MCA) announced the squad, picked by the
committee headed by former India pacer Salil
Ankola, on its website on Monday. On the day,
India’s former hockey captain Olympian Viren
Rasquinha had a session with the Mumbai team
where he spoke about the success stories of India’s
celebrated Olympians.

WRESTLER VINESH PHOGAT MEETS PM

New Delhi: Indian wrestler Vinesh Phogat, who
recently underwent an elbow surgery, on Monday
met Prime Minister Narendra Modi along with her
family. The 27-year-old had made a shock first-
round exit from the Tokyo Olympics. She entered
the Games as one of India’s strongest medal
contenders. The former world championship
bronze-medallist was part of meetings that Modi
had with Tokyo Games athletes ”Great meeting the
honourable @narendramodi sir today. His
enthusiasm and love for sport is truly boundless.
Genuinely touched by your concern for athletes. A
big thank you sir for sparing time from your busy
schedule to fulfill your promise of interacting with
me and my family;” Vinesh tweeted.

WORLD ESPORTS CUP TO FEATURE GAMERS
New Delhi: Gamers from India, Nepal and
Pakistan will compete in the inaugural World
Esports Cup starting November 25, the organisers
announced on Monday. The tournament,
sponsored by Infinix Smartphones, will see a
massive prize pool of Rs 75 lakh approximately,
according to a media release. Esports athletes from
the three countries will compete virtually in open
qualifiers to take a shot at becoming the champion
of the region. World Esports Cup (WEC), WEC
Director, Vishwalok Nath said: “We all know how
intense it becomes when it comes to any India-
Pakistan match and we want fans to witness this
epic clash in esports as well.

MARY KOM TO SKIP NATIONALS

New Delhi: Six-time world champion M C Mary
Kom will not compete in the upcoming National
Women’s Boxing Championships in Hisar. The 38-
year-old, who reached the pre-quarters of Tokyo
Olympics before bowing out with a hard-fought
loss, is, however, training for the world
championships in December. Even though the
Boxing Federation of India (BFI) has announced
that only gold medal winners from the Nationals
will make the squad, it is reliably learnt that trials
could be held in a couple of weight categories,
including the 48kg division, which Mary Kom
would prefer to compete in.

BHAVANI'S WIN IN FRANCE

New Delhi: Fencer Bhavani Devi, who made
history at the Tokyo Olympics by becoming the
first Indian to compete in the sport at the Games,
has won the Charlellville National Competition
in France in the individual women’s sabre event.
The 28-year-old fencer tweeted about the
same”Won  the  Charlellville  National
Competition, France in the Women’s Sabre
individual. Many thanks to coach Christian
Bauer, Arnaud Schneider, and all teammates.
Congratulations to all for a great start of the
season,” she tweeted after winning the
competition. At the Tokyo Olympics, she won
her round of 64 match 15-3 against Tunisia’s
Nadia Ben Azizi before going down to eventual
bronze-medallist, Manon Brunet of France in the
round of 32.



