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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday lauded the

100-crore vaccination “mile-
stone” achieved by India and
said it is “the answer to every
question and doubts raised
about India’s ability over it”.

Addressing the nation on
the occasion, Modi said, “100-
crore vaccinations are not just
a figure, but a reflection of the
strength of the country, it is the
creation of a new chapter of
history. This is a picture of a
new India that sets difficult
goals and knows how to
achieve them.”

The Prime Minister’s praise
for the country reaching a long
way in its fight against the pan-
demic has come against the
Congress-led Opposition’s crit-
icism of the Modi
Government’s handling of
coronavirus and the large num-
ber of deaths taking place due
to the shortage of life-saving
Oxygen across the country.

He said the speed with
which India crossed the 100-
crore mark is also being appre-
ciated across the world.
However, he pointed out, in
this analysis the point of begin-
ning for India is often missed.
He said developed countries

had decades of expertise in
researching and developing
vaccines. India mostly depend-
ed on vaccines made by these
countries.

He said for “this reason
when the biggest pandemic of
the century struck, various
questions were raised about
India’s ability to fight the glob-
al pandemic. Questions like
from where India will get the
money to buy so many vaccines
from other countries, when
India will get the vaccine,
whether the people of India will
get the vaccine or not, and
whether India will be able to
vaccinate enough people to
stop the pandemic from
spreading were all answered by
achieving this feat of adminis-
tering 100 crore vaccinations.”

He stressed that India has
not only administered 100
crore vaccine doses to its citi-
zens “but has also done that
free of cost.” He said the accep-
tance that India enjoys in the
world as a pharma hub will be
further strengthened.

The Prime Minister said at
the beginning of the corona
pandemic, people were anxious
that it would be very difficult
to fight this pandemic in a
democracy like India.

He said that the country

has only one mantra that if the
disease did not discriminate,
then there cannot be any dis-
crimination in the vaccination.

Modi said that was the
reason why “it was ensured that
the VIP culture of entitlement
does not dominate the vacci-
nation campaign.”

The Prime Minister said
questions were raised that most
of the people in India would
not go to the vaccination cen-
tre to get vaccinated.

“Vaccine hesitancy remains
a major challenge even today in
many major developed coun-
tries of the world. But the peo-
ple of India have answered it by
taking 100 crore vaccine doses”,
Modi said.

He said a campaign is
“everybody’s effort” and if

everyone’s efforts are syner-
gised, the results are amazing.
The Government made public
participation the first line of
defence in the country’s fight
against the pandemic.

The Prime Minister said
India’s “entire vaccination pro-
gramme is born in the womb
of science, has grown on sci-
entific grounds and has reached
all four directions through 
scientific methods.”

The PM said resources
were increased with extraordi-
nary speed and the CoWIN
platform not only gave conve-
nience to the common people
but also made the work of our
medical staff easier.

As against the Opposition
parties’ criticism of the
Government for its “mishan-

dling” of the economy during
the onslaught of the Covid-19,
the Prime Minister said experts
and many agencies from home
and abroad are very positive
about India’s economy.

“Today not only are record
investments coming in Indian
companies but new employ-
ment opportunities are also
being created for the youth.
With record investment in
start-ups, unicorns are being
made. New energy is also 
visible in the housing sector”, he
said.

Modi said many reforms
and initiatives taken in the last
few months will play a big role
in making India’s economy
grow faster.

In the backdrop of about
10-month-old farmers’ agita-
tion and demand for scrapping
three farm laws intending to
open up the agriculture sector
to private traders, Modi said
during the pandemic, the agri-
culture sector kept our econo-
my strong. “Today
Government procurement of
food grains is happening at a
record level. The money is
going directly into the bank
accounts of the farmers,” 
he said.

Modi stuck a note of cau-
tion against Covid-19 despite
100 crore vaccination saying
“we need to be constantly care-
ful no matter how good the
cover is, no matter how mod-
ern the armour is, even if
armour gives a complete guar-
antee of protection, weapons
are not given up while the 
battle is on.”
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The delay in filling vacancies
in tribunals again invited

the Supreme Court’s wrath
against the Centre. 

Expressing displeasure over
delay in appointments in the
districts and State Consumer
Disputes Redressal
Commissions, the apex court
on Friday said if the
Government did not  want the
tribunals then it should abolish
the Consumer Protection Act.

The bench comprising
Justices SK Kaul and MM
Sundresh said it is unfortunate
that the top court is being
called upon to examine and see
that vacancies in tribunals are
filled up. 

“If the Government does
not want the tribunals then
abolish the act... We are stretch-
ing our jurisdiction to see the
vacancies are filled in.
Normally we should not spend
time on this and the posts
should be filled. Unfortunately,
the judiciary is called upon to
see that these posts are
manned. This is not a very
happy situation,” the 
bench said. 

The SC was hearing a suo
motu case on the inaction of
the Governments in appointing
president and members/staff of
Districts and State Consumer
Disputes Redressal
Commissions and inadequate

infrastructure across India. 
The apex court in its order

directed that the process of fill-
ing up vacancies in the State
Consumer Commissions as
per its earlier directions must
not be impeded by the judge-
ment of the Bombay High
Court which had 
quashed certain Consumer 
Protection Rules. 

As the hearing com-
menced, senior advocate Gopal
Sankaranarayanan, appointed
as amicus curiae in the case,
apprised the court of the judge-
ment passed by the Bombay
High Court at Nagpur Bench
quashing certain Consumer
Protection Rules. 

He said the Centre intro-
duced the Tribunal Reforms
Act in violation of the apex
court judgement in the Madras
Bar Association case.
Additional Solicitor General
Aman Lekhi, appearing for
the Centre, said the
Government is in the process
of filing an appeal against the
Bombay High Court order
which quashed certain provi-
sions of Consumer 
Protection Rules. 

He told the bench that the
Tribunal Reforms Act intro-
duced by the Centre was not in

contravention rather it was in
consonance with the Madras
Bar Association judgement of
the apex court. 

The apex court, however,
remarked, “It seems that the
bench says something and you
do something else and some
kind of embargo is being cre-
ated and in this process, the cit-
izens of the country are suf-
fering. These are places for
remedy like consumer forums.
These are small issues that
people deal with and these are
not high stake matters.” 

The very purpose of setting
up these tribunals to provide
consumer remedy is not being
met, the bench remarked. 

The apex court also direct-
ed the States to submit data in
a prescribed form within one
week failing which the con-
cerned secretary has to remain
present before it. 

After the conclusion of the
hearing in the case, Justice
Sundresh said there is a need to
look into the problem from a
different perspective and per-
manent consumer courts
should replace consumer
commissions which are
manned by retired judicial offi-
cers on an ad-hoc basis.

Continued on Page 2
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At a time when he has gone
“missing” and not

responded to warrants issued to
him in two important cases, the
Koregaon Bhima commission
of inquiry on Friday issued
summons against Mumbai’s
former Police Commissioner
Param Bir Singh to appear
before it as a witness in the
ongoing investigations into the
manner in which the previous
BJP-led Government handled
the 2018 Bhima Koregaon-
Elgaar Parishad case.

The Commission headed
by JN Patel, retired chief justice
of Kolkata High Court, and
comprising Sumit Mullick, for-
mer Maharashtra Chief

Secretary, also summoned
Pune’s former Police
Commissioner Rashmi Shukla
to appear as a witness in the
ongoing proceedings before it.

The summons issued by
the commission to both Param
Bir and Shukla read thus:
“Considering that Param Bir
was ADG (law and order) State
of Maharashtra at the relevant
time when the incident of vio-
lence took place at Bhima
Koregaon on January 1, 2018
and sometime prior and after
that date in some parts of the
State. As such he must have
received valuable inputs con-
cerning terms of reference
before the commission”.

“Under the tenure of
Shukla who was the police
commissioner for Pune city,
some incidents of violence had
taken place in and around
Pune city. The CP office must
have received valuable
inputs/information concern-
ing the terms of reference
before the commission. 

Continued on Page 2
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After witnessing a colossal
transformation in the

Congress party’s Punjab unit,
Uttarakhand’s former Chief
Minister Harish Rawat was
relieved of the charge of the
State party affairs’ general sec-
retary in-charge on Friday. 

Rajasthan’s Revenue
Minister Harish Chaudhary
will be the new Congress in-
charge of poll-bound 
Punjab replacing veteran
Congress leader.

The development came
after Rawat had requested the
party high command to relieve
him of the responsibility of
Punjab as his home State,
Uttrakhand, will also go to polls
along with Punjab early 
next year.

Chaudhary’s name was
being speculated as Rawat’s
replacement for some time as
Rajasthan MLA was appointed
observer to oversee the change
of guard in Punjab Congress.

“Congress president has
appointed Harish Chaudhary
as AICC in-charge of Punjab
and Chandigarh with immedi-
ate effect. Harish Rawat is
being relieved from his current
responsibility as AICC gener-
al secretary in-charge of Punjab
and Chandigarh. 

Continued on Page 2
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The CBI on Friday arrested
six more accused persons

in an ongoing investigation of
a case related to making
derogatory posts on social
media against judges and 
the judiciary.

The accused arrested in the
case are Sridhar Reddy Avuthu,
Jalagam Venkata
Satyanarayana, Guda Sridhar
Reddy, Sreenath Suswaram,
Kishore Kumar Darisa, alias
Kishore Reddy Darisa, and
Sudduluri Ajay Amruth.

The agency said the arrest-
ed accused will be produced
before the competent court.

The CBI had registered a
case on November 11 last year
against 16 accused and took
over the investigation of 12
FIRs from CID of the Andhra
Pradesh Police in pursuance of
the orders of Andhra Pradesh
High Court. The High Court
had directed the CBI to probe
the matter in response to a writ
petition filed in 2020.

The original FIRs were
registered on the complaints

from the Registrar General of
the Andhra Pradesh 
High Court.

“It was alleged that the key
personnel occupying posts of
prominence in the State of
Andhra Pradesh by intention-
ally targeting the judiciary,
made derogatory posts on
social media platform against
judges and judiciary following
some court verdicts delivered
by the judges of High Court of
Andhra Pradesh,” the 
agency has said. 

Continued on Page 2
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Narrating the ordeal she
goes through at the air-

ports during security checks,
actor and well-known
Bharatanatyam dancer Sudhaa
Chandran has made an appeal
to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to provide a special card
to people with artificial limbs. 

The 56-year-old actor post-
ed a video on her Instagram
page on Thursday evening and
said she is “totally hurt” to go
through the “grill” at the air-
ports every time she is flying.

“Totally hurt ....Each time
going through this grill is very
very hurting....Hope my mes-
sage reaches the state and the
central govt authorities....And
expecting a prompt action...”
she wrote.

In the video, which seems
to be shot at an airport,
Chandran first introduced her-

self. “This is a very personal
note that I want to tell our dear
Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi ji. This is an appeal to the
Central Government and the

State Government. I am
Sudhaa Chandran, an actress
and dancer by profession, who
has danced with an artificial
limb and created history and
made my country very proud
of me,” the actor said.

Chandran said she has
requested the airport authori-
ties on a number of occasions
to conduct an “ETD (Explosive
Trace Detector) for her artifi-
cial limb” but they always ask
her to remove it.

Continued on Page 2
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Union Minister of State for
Home Ajay Mishra’s son

Ashish Mishra, arrested for
his alleged role in the
Lakhimpur Kheri violence, was
on Friday remanded in police
custody for two days.

It was for the second time
that he was remanded in police
custody Chief Judicial
Magistrate Chinta Ram.

Besides, Mishra, CJM Ram
also sent three other accused in
the case — Ankit Das, Shekhar
Bharti and Latif — to police
custody, acceding to the pros-
ecution’s request for their police
remand. The two-day police
remand for the four, starting
from 5 pm on Friday, will end
at the same time on Sunday.

Continued on Page 2
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The Indian Army has
deployed Pinaka and

Smerch Multiple Rocket
Launcher Systems (MRLS) at
forward position near the
China border to counter any
threat arising across on the Line
of Actual Control (LAC).

Pinaka weapon system is
an autonomous rocket artillery
system that can engage area tar-
gets up to 38km at mean sea
level. At these altitudes, the
ranges are enhanced signifi-
cantly which further augments
the deep strike capability of the
weapon system.

A battery of six launchers
of Pinaka can fire a salvo of 72
rockets in 44 seconds thereby
neutralising an area of 
1,000m by 800m.

Talking about the weapon
systems, deployed battery com-
mander at the location
Lieutenant Colonel Sarath told
ANI, “The Pinaka weapon sys-
tem is indigenous multi rock-
et launcher system designed by
DRDO and it is a state-of-the-
art, completely autonomous
weapon system, which can
engage targets up to 38 kilo-
metres at mean sea level and at
higher altitudes, the ranges get
significantly enhanced, which
subsequently enhance our deep
strike capability.”

Continued on Page 2
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The Winter Session of
Parliament is likely to start

in the fourth week of
November. The month-long
Session, which is likely to have
around 20 sittings, would con-

clude ahead of Christmas.
Though an official decision

has not been taken yet, the
sources said the session could
commence from November 29
and would end around
December 23.

Continued on Page 2
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New Delhi: The Central
Industrial Security Force
(CISF) on Friday apologised to
noted dancer and actor Sudhaa
Chandran after she said she felt

disheartened and humiliated
when she was recently asked to
remove her artificial limb dur-
ing the security check at 
an airport.
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India on Friday successfully
flight-tested the indigenous-

ly developed High-speed
Expendable Aerial Target
(HEAT), ABHYAS,  from the
Integrated Test Range (ITR),
Chandipur off the coast of Bay
of Bengal in Odisha, DRDO
officials said. 

The flight-test was con-
ducted by the Defence Research
and Development Organisation
(DRDO) at its ITR, Chandipur
near here.  The vehicle can be
used as an aerial target for
evaluation of various missile
systems.  The performance of
the target aircraft was moni-
tored through telemetry and
various tracking sensors includ-
ing Radars and Electro Optical
Tracking System (EOTS),official
sources said.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh congratulated the DRDO
for the successful flight trial of
Abhyas. 

The current test was carried
out as a part of developmental
flight trials.  Expression of inter-
est for production of the vehi-
cle has already been floated for
bidding by Indian companies.
This indigenous target aircraft,
once developed, will meet the

requirements of High-speed
Expendable Aerial Targets
(HEAT) for Indian Armed
Forces, they said. ABHYAS is
designed and developed by
DRDO's Aeronautical
Development Establishment
(ADE), Bengaluru. 

The air vehicle was
launched using twin under-
slung boosters which provide
the initial acceleration to the
vehicle. It is powered by a gas
turbine engine to sustain a long
endurance flight at subsonic
speed, they said adding that the
target aircraft is equipped with
MEMS (Micro-Electro-
Mechanical Systems) based
Inertial Navigation System
(INS) for navigation along with
the Flight Control Computer
(FCC) for guidance and control. 

The vehicle is programmed
for fully autonomous flight.
The check-out of air vehicle is
done using laptop-based
Ground Control Station (GCS).
Dr G Satheesh Reddy, Secretary,
Department of Defence R&D
and Chairman, DRDO also
congratulated the teams associ-
ated with the successful flight
test of ‘ABHYAS' and termed it
as a force-multiplier consider-
ing its accuracy and effective-
ness. 

Pithoragarh (Uttarakhand): Three days
of record rain between October 17 to 19
in Kumaon caused losses worth �2,000
crore to the region, Divisional
Commissioner Sushil Kumar said on
Friday.

Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami
had said on Thursday that the incessant
rain in Uttarakhand caused damages
worth �7,000 crore across the state.

"Kumaon division bore the brunt of the
unseasonal spell of rains which damaged
crops and property worth �2,000 crore
besides accounting for the highest number
of deaths and large scale destruction of
houses," the Kumaon Divisional
Commissioner said.

Out of a total of 65 rain-related deaths
in Uttarakhand, 59 were reported from
Kumaon region alone with Nainital report-
ing the maximum of 35 deaths followed by
11 in Champawat, six in Almora, one in
Bageshwar, three in Pithoragarh and one
in Udham Singh Nagar district.

Seven IAF helicopters and one private
helicopter rescued 100 tourists from
remote trekking routes of Gunji,
Jolingkong, Tidang and Pindari in the
region over the past few days, the Kumaon

Commissioner said.
"Besides rescuing tourists stranded in

these high altitude regions, our 22 NDRF,
SDRF teams and 1,500 police jawans res-
cued 816 people trapped in different areas
and evacuated over 7,880 tourists from dif-
ferent tourist spots and sent 
them to their destination," the commis-
sioner said.

According to the commissioner, the
state government agencies have distributed
over 1,500 food packets and set up langars
(free kitchens) wherever required.

"We have released a sum of Rs 10 crore
to each district magistrate in the region to
carry out relief work. Additional funds will
be released if the DMs require more,"
Kumar said. PTI
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Haveri: Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj
Bommai on Friday accused former Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah of misleading people
by saying that 17 lakh houses were built for
the Economically Weaker Section (EWS) dur-
ing his tenure.

"Siddaramaiah has given a statement that
he gave away 17 lakh houses when he was the
chief minister. The fact is that he had only
sanctioned 15 lakh houses on paper where-
as he should have allocated funds too,"
Bommai told reporters in Hanagal. Bommai
was in Hanagal, his home district, to cam-
paign for the BJP candidate Shivaraj Sajjanar
contesting the Hanagal assembly bypoll.

"It is not a great achievement to sanc-
tion 15 lakh houses three months ahead of
elections. If he had sanctioned it at the begin-
ning of his tenure and completed it then it
was a feat. Siddaramaiah is misleading peo-
ple," Bommai said.

The Chief Minister said he has sanc-
tioned four lakh houses in rural areas and one

lakh in the urban areas  since he took over
and now the process to identify the benefi-
ciaries has begun.

Also, at an election rally in Hanagal,
Bommai alleged that Siddaramaiah's claim
of giving rice under the 'Anna Bhagya'
scheme could happen due to the subsidy pro-
vided by the Centre. He also said giving rice
at subsidised rate has been going on since
independence and there was nothing new
about it.

Meanwhile, Siddaramaiah challenged
Bommai to come for a debate in public on
the issue of development of Hanagal and
questioned his ability to be the Chief Minister
of the state.

"The Nellur lake bund got damaged in
2018. If the tank bund could not be repaired
in the past four years, then the people of this
region will decide whether you are capable
or incapable of becoming chief minister,"
Siddaramaiah said during an election rally in
Hanagal. PTI
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From Page 1
“We need to have a perma-

nent structure like the perma-
nent court. The time has come
for us to have a permanent court
for consumer court and have
judges as we select it for district
and higher judiciary. We need to
look at it from a different per-
spective. We have to rethink if
we go on with an ad hoc con-
tinuance of members for 5 years
etc,” Justice Sundresh said. 

The judge said, “What is the
point of having a retired judicial
officer? What is the motivation

level for him and what will be his
mindset? How do you fix
accountability? Is it required
for the development of the insti-
tution.”The top court had in
January said consumer rights are
“important rights” and non-
manning of posts and inade-
quate infrastructure in the dis-
trict and state consumer com-
missions across the country
would deprive the citizens of
redressal of their grievances. 

The top court had appoint-
ed senior advocate Gopal
Shankaranarayan and lawyer
Aaditya Narain as amicus curi-
ae to assist it in the matter.

From Page 1
He shall continue as a

member of CWC. The party
appreciates his contributions as
General Secretary,” said AICC
general secretary KC
Venugopal in a statement.

Chaudhary’s name was
speculated at a time when
Navjot Singh Sidhu resigned
from the post of the Punjab
Congress chief following his
differences with Charanjit
Singh Channi over appoint-
ments. At that time, Chaudhary
said he would take whatever
opportunity the party will give
him.

The differences between
Punjab Chief Minister
Charanjit Singh Channi and
Sidhu were resolved and Sidhu
continued in the post of the
party president. The situation
was overcome after it was
decided that a coordination
committee will be formed.

While the change in the
party affairs in-charge was due,
an apparent new threat to
Punjab Congress is Capt
Amarinder Singh floating a
new party that may tie up
with the BJP. The Congress,

however, asserted that this will
not be a threat for the party and
Amarinder’s outfit will only
divide the rival votes.

Chaudhary was a key part
of the developments that
rocked Punjab in the last few
months, including Amarinder’s
resignation, Channi’s elevation
as the Chief Minister.

Rawat tweeted to thank his
colleagues from Punjab for the
support he got during his stint
as AICC in-charge and stated
that he would now focus on his
home State of Uttarakhand,
where elections are scheduled
next year along with Punjab. 

On Wednesday, asking the
leadership to relieve him of his
Punjab duties, Rawat had
tweeted, “Today I have been
able to overcome a big dillem-
ma. One the one hand, I have
a duty towards my janmab-
hoomi (birthplace) and the
other hand, I have to offer my
services to my karmabhoomi
(land where one works). Things
are getting complicated as elec-
tions are drawing closer and a
person has to give full time to
both the places. So that I can
devote myself to Uttarakhand
completely, I should be relieved
of my present duties”.

From Page 1
Talking about the advantage

of Pinaka and Smerch to India’’s
firepower, he said, “The quick
reaction time and the high accu-
racy of these weapon systems
ensure delivery of a very high
volume of firepower on critical
and time-sensitive enemy targets
in a very short time.”

The Smerch system is the
longest range conventional rock-
et system in Indian army inven-
tory having a maximum range
of 90 Km. A battery of four
launchers can fire a salvo of 48
rockets in 40 seconds neutralis-
ing an area of 1200m by 1200m.

Describing the features of
the weapon system, the battery
commander of Smerch Major
Srinath said, “The launcher is a
very potent weapon in the arse-
nal of Indian artillery. The
weapon can fire up to a range of

90 kilometres. Being based on a
10 by 10 tatra, it’s extremely
mobile, and there is no issue
with mobility in any sort of ter-
rain. There are 12 tubes in the
cluster, and it fires 12 rockets in
a span of 40 seconds.”

Pinaka is named after the
bow of Lord Shiva. Both these
weapon systems (Pinaka and
Smerch) are designed to fire a
variety of ammunition like high
explosives and submunitions
against area targets.

The upgraded version of the
Pinaka ammunition system is
already on the production line
and can fire up to a range of
75km with superior precision
which significantly enhances
the existing capability mani-
folds. The quick response and
high accuracy of these weapon
systems ensure the delivery of a
large volume of fire against crit-
ical and time-sensitive enemy
targets, within a very short time.

From Page 1
“Every time I go on my professional

visits, each time, I am stopped at the air-
port, and when I request them at the secu-
rity, to the CISF officials, that please do
an ETD (Explosive Trace Detector) test
for my artificial limb, they still want me
to remove my artificial limb and show it
to them. Is it humanly possible, Modi ji?

“Is this what our country is talking
about? Is this the respect that a woman
gives another woman in our society? It is
my humble request to you Modi ji that
please give us a card just like senior citi-
zens have,” she said in the video.

On Friday, the Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF) replied to a news
story about Chandran’s grievances and
apologised to the actor for the “inconve-
nience”.

“We are extremely sorry for the
inconvenience caused to Ms. Sudhaa
Chandran. As per protocol, prosthetics are
to be removed for security checks only
under exceptional circumstances,” read the
tweet from CISF. “We will examine
why the lady personnel concerned
requested Ms. 

Sudhaa Chandran to remove the
prosthetics. We assure Ms. Sudhaa
Chandran that all our personnel will be
sensitised again on the protocols so that
no inconvenience is caused to travelling
passengers,” it added.

Chandran lost right leg at the age of
16 in 1981. She got injured in an accident
and was later admitted to a hospital, where
doctors had to amputate her leg after dis-
covering gangrene formation.

She subsequently regained some
mobility with the help of a prosthetic
Jaipur foot. Since then, she has been per-
forming as a professional dancer as well
as acting in films and television shows. 

From Page 1
In the wake of the pan-

demic, the Winter Session of
Parliament was not held last
year and all the subsequent
sessions — Budget and
Monsoon — were curtailed
due to Covid. The Winter
session assumes significance
as it will be held just months
before the assembly elections
in five states, including polit-
ically crucial Uttar Pradesh,
which is seen as a semi-final
for thr 2024 general 
elections.

From Page 1
“Action was also initiated by

the CBI, after it had registered
this case to get objectionable
posts removed from the social
media platforms, public
domains and a lot of such
posts/accounts were removed
from the Internet,” the agency
said in a statement.

During investigation of the
case, the CBI had earlier arrest-
ed five accused and also filed five
separate chargesheets against
them.“Investigation is continu-
ing, including through the
channels of Mutual Legal
Assistance Treaty (MLAT) and
Interpol to collect evidence from
abroad,” it added.

From Page 1
After his arrest on October

9, the son of Union MoS
(Home) was first remanded to
police custody on October 11
with the remand period start-
ing on October 12 and ending
on October 15. 

After the expiry of his first
remand period, he had been
sent back to the Lakhimpur Jail
under judicial custody. “The
Special Investigation Team
probing into the Lakhimpur
Kheri violence had approached
the CJM’s court here again
requesting police custody of
Ashish Mishra alias Monu and
three others -- Ankit Das,
Shekhar Bharti and Latif,”
Special Prosecution Officer S P
Yadav told PTI.

“After hearing the argu-
ments from the prosecution
and defence counsel, the court
remanded the four in police
custody from October 22 to 24
for their custodial interroga-
tion,” he added.

While remanding the four
in police custody, the court
allowed their lawyers to watch
their questioning from a dis-
tance without interfering with
the investigation.  The court
also asked the police to get the
accused medically examina-
tion at the start and the end of
their remand period.
The court had earlier on
Thursday remanded four other
accused – Sumit Jaiswal, Satya
Prakash Tripathi alias Satyam,

Nandan Singh Bisht and Shishu
Pal – in police custody for three
days.

Accordingly, the police
remand of all seven accused
will end on October 24
evening.

In the FIR lodged at the
Tikonia police station in
Lakhimpur Kheri district fol-
lowing the October 3 violence
there in which eight people,
including four farmers, were
killed, Ashish Mishra figures as
the prime accused besides 10-
15 other unidentified, unmade
persons.

The violence was triggered
after an SUV of BJP support-
ers’ convoy had alleged
ploughed into a crowd of farm-
ers protesting against the
planned visit of Union MoS
(Home) Mishra along with UP
Deputy Chief Minister Keshav
Prasad Maurya there, leaving
four people in the crowd dead.

In the ensuing violence,
two BJP supporters, an SUV
driver and a freelance journal-
ist were killed.    After the reg-
istration of the first FIR, a sec-
ond counter-FIR was lodged at
the same police station on the
complaint by BJP supporter
Sumit Jaiswal, who too was
arrested subsequently.

The UP government has
set up an SIT, headed by DIG
Upendra Kumar Agarwal, to
probe into the case. A total of
ten people have been arrested
in the case so far.

From Page 1
Therefore, the commission

deems it expedient to examine
Param Bir and Shukla and for
production of documents as
prayed in the application. Singh
and Shukla would be at liberty
to file an affidavit, if they desire,
hence, the order,” Justice (Retd)
Patel, who heads the two-mem-
ber commission, stated.

The commission has asked
both Param Bir and Shukla to
respond to the summons by
November 8.  While Param Bir
has gone “missing” for more
than three months now, Shukla
-- who was the Pune Police
Commissioner when the 2018
Koregaon Bhima violence took
place -- is currently posted in
Hyderabad as the Additional
Director General of CRPF
(South Zone).

The inquiry relates to the
cases registered against 23
activists in connection with the
violence that erupted on January
1, 2018 at a gathering of thou-
sands of dalits at Bhima-
Koregaon in Pune district. The
dalits were celebrating 200th
anniversary of January 1, 1818
victory of British troops over
Peshwa Bajirao at Bhima
Koregaon in Pune district, and
also the provocative speeches
delivered by the activists at an
Elgaar Parishad held in Pune on
December 31, 2017,  a day
before the celebrations at Bhima
Koregaon.

The Maharashtra

Government had set up com-
mission after NCP chief Sharad
Pawar expressed seriouis dis-
pleasure over the Centre’s deci-
sion over the investigations into
the 2018 Bhima Koregaon-
Elgaar Parishad case. “Under the
Constitution, maintaining law &
order is a State subject.  In the
first place, it was improper on
the Centre to encroach upon the
rights of the State and take over
the case from the Pune police.
It was much more improper on
the State Government’s part to
support the Centre’s move (to
ask the NIA to take over the
case),” Pawar had said then.

“The re-investigations are
necessary in the case, because
the Centre’s move has aroused
suspicions...The Centre might
have apprehended that if a re-
investigation is ordered into the
case, the previous BJP
Government and its hand-
picked officials might be
exposed. Only an independent
probe will bring out truth in the
case,” Pawar had said.    

The police had arrested ten
CPI (Maoist) activists in two
batches in connection with the
Elgaar Parishad-cum- Bhima-
Koregaon riots case. They were
among the 15 activists against
whom the police had registered
cases. The five are still abscond-
ing.

All the accused have been
booked for serious offences
under unlawful Activities
Prevention Act (UAPA), 117 (
abetting commission of offence),
120-b ( conspiracy) read with 34

(common intention),  121, 121
(A) (waging or attempting to
wage a war, or abetting waging
of war, against the Government
of India) 124A (sedition), 153 -
A (wantonly giving provocation
with intent to cause riot..) and
505-1b (statements conducing
public mischief) of Indian Penal
Code (IPC).  Among other
things, they have been charged
with involvement in a conspir-
acy to kill Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and overthrow
the democratically elected
Government in the country.

In a development relating
to Param Bir, the Maharashtra
Government told the Bombay
High Court on Thursday that it
has not been able to trace Param
Bir and assured the court that it
would not take coercive action
against the latter. While his
whereabouts are not known, he
approached the High Court
through his lawyer Mahesh
Jethmalani to mention his plea
seeking the quashing of FIR reg-
istered against him.

The Maharashtra
Government-appointed Justice
(retired) Kailash Uttamchand
Chandiwal Commission of
enquiry -which is hearing into
the allegations of corruption
made by him against
Maharashtra’s former Home
Minister Anil Deshmukh --has
sent several summons, fined
him and even issued a  bailable
arrest warrant against him. The
Thane police have registered an
FIR against under SC/ST (pre-
vention of Atrocities Act.
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Bhopal: Union Agriculture
Minister Narendra Singh Tomar
on Friday said the previous
Congress Government in
Madhya Pradesh under Kamal
Nath distributed loan waiver cer-
tificates to farmers but had not
waived off the money till now.

This, he said, was a sin
unacceptable to God and that is
why the Nath government,
which came to power in late
2018, fell in just 15 months in
March, 2020.

"In 2018, the BJP got four
to five seats less and the
Congress formed a government
in MP. Soon, after taking oath
as chief minister, Nath signed
the farm loan waiver file and

distributed loan waiver certifi-
cates to farmers, but, till date,
these loans have not been
waived off," Tomar said while
addressing a bypoll rally in
Raigaon in Satna.

"As this sin of the Congress
was not acceptable to God, the
Kamal Nath government fell,"
he added.

The Raigaon (SC) bypoll
is scheduled for October 30 and
results are to be announced on
November 2, with the main
fight being between BJP's
Pratima Bagri and Congress's
Kalpana Verma. It has been
necessitated due to the death of
sitting BJP MLA Jugal Kishore
Bagri. PTI
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The Delhi Disaster
Management Authority

(DDMA) will meet on October
27 to discuss the current
Covid-19 situation in the
national Capital, and is also
likely to "reconsider" its ban on
Chhath Puja celebrations in
public places, officials said on
Friday.

The DDMA, in its
September 30 order, had pro-
hibited celebration of Chhath
Puja at public places, including
Yamuna riverbanks, water bod-
ies and temples in the city, in
view of the pandemic.

"The DDMA will meet on

October 27 to discuss the cur-
rent pandemic situation and
reconsider its decision to pro-
hibit Chhath at public places,"
said a senior Government offi-
cer.

Delhi BJP leaders, includ-
ing party MP Manoj Tiwari,
had attacked the Kejriwal
Government over the ban and
asked it to send a proposal to
the DDMA for allowing the
celebration of the festival at
public places in Delhi.

In the backdrop of protests
by the BJP and Congress
against Chhath Puja ban, Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal had
last week urged Lieutenant-
Governor Anil Baijal to call a

meeting of the DDMA as soon
as possible to allow Chhath
Puja celebrations, saying the
Covid situation in Delhi was
under control.

This was followed by
Baijal's direction to the chief
secretary to convene a meeting
of the DDMA to discuss the
issue. The L-G is the Chairman
of DDMA while Delhi Chief
Minister is its Vice-Chairman.

Earlier, Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia had
written a letter to Union Health
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya,
urging for clarity over Chhath
in view of Covid and issuing of
guidelines to celebrate the fes-
tival.
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With civic body polls
scheduled early next year,

the North Delhi Municipal
Corporation on Thursday
rolled back the hike in trade
and factory licence fees, offi-
cials said.

The corporation had
increased the fees for general
trade licence and factory
licence last year in August.

However, a senior official
in the north corporation said
the decision will have an
adverse effect on the financial
health of the civic body.

The decision to roll back
the hike was taken during a
House meeting of the corpo-
ration on Thursday.

"We have rolled back the
increased trade and factory
licence fees. 

It has been passed by the
House today (Thursday). Now
the earlier charges of trade
and factory licence fees will be
applicable. The decision will
benefit a large number of
traders in the jurisdiction of
North MCD," Mayor Raja Iqbal
Singh said.

The opposition Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) had
protested against the hike and
demanded its immediate roll
back.

With this move, traders in
category A and B areas will
now have to pay �500 yearly
trade license fee instead of an
increased rate of �3,450.
Similarly in C and D category,
traders will now have to pay Rs
500 instead of � 2,300 while in
E,F, G and H category areas,
traders will have to pay �500
instead of �1,150.
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As the data plays a pivotal
role in analysing air pollu-

tion in the city, the Delhi
Government’s environment
wing – Delhi Pollution Control
Committee (DPCC) Friday
signed a MoU with IIT-Kanpur
to understand pollutants on a
real-time basis; moreover, with
this, the national Capital has
become the first State to
implement an advanced tech-
nology.

With the signing of the
MoU, the Delhi Government
will work with IIT-Kanpur
professors and scientists on a
project titled ‘Real-Time Source
Apportionment and
Forecasting for Advance Air
Pollution Management in

Delhi.’
Pitching their fight against

pollution, Environment
Minister Gopal Rai said, “We
are thrilled to sign this MoU.”

Reena Gupta from the
Dialogue & Development
Commission of Delhi said,
“We are collaborating with the
best minds in the world to solve
the air pollution crisis of Delhi.”

According to senior offi-
cials in the environment divi-
sion, the technology to carry
out real-time source appor-
tionment of pollution has not
been implemented in any other
city in the country. Weekly,
monthly, and seasonal inter-
pretation of air quality will take
place, along with additional
knowledge of PAHs, molecular
markers, and secondary organ-

ic and inorganic aerosols.
“State-of-the-art supersites

capable of monitoring NOx,
SO2, Ozone, BTX, elemental
carbon, organic carbon, and
other organic compounds will
take place. There will also be a
mobile van that will be sta-
tioned at various locations in
Delhi in order to identify var-
ious sources of pollution in dif-

ferent localities of Delhi,” the
Delhi Government said.

The project will help iden-
tify the factors responsible for
the spike in air pollution at any
spot in Delhi. It will help
understand the real-time
impact of various pollution
sources like vehicles, dust, bio-
mass burning, stubble burning,
and emissions from industries.

Based on the results obtained,
the Delhi Government will be
able to take the necessary
actions to curb the sources of
pollution.
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To strengthen its anti-pol-
lution campaign, the city

Government on Friday gave
power to a team of 33 SDMs
to take stringent action
against violators ahead the
festival of ‘Dipawali’. These
SDMs will hold meetings
with representatives from dif-
ferent sections on October 31
and generate awareness about
the Government’s campaign
including anti-cracker cam-
paigns to curb pollution.

All SDMs will also hold a
meeting with police officials

on October 25 regarding fire-
crackers and make a strategy
to manage Diwali pollution.

Pitching the slogan -
‘Diye Se Diwali Hoti Hai,
Patakhe Se Pollution Hota
Hai’, Environment Minister
Gopal Rai asked all SDMs to
hold meetings RWAs, market
associations, and other emi-
nent figures to generate
awareness. 

“These SDMs will accel-
erate the fight against pollu-
tion on the ground and hold
meetings and make people
aware of air pollution status
and methods to curb it,” Rai
said. 

��-� ���
�� According to
SAFAR (System of Air Quality
and Weather Forecasting And
Research), a unit of the
Ministry of Earth Sciences
(MOEs), the farm fire impact
was four per cent. “As per
SAFAR methodology effec-
tive fire counts are 894 and its
share is 4% in Delhi’s PM2.5 as
transport level winds are not
favourable for intrusion. In
presence of local dry weather
and westerly wind local dust
emission will lead to high
PM10. Additional dust trans-
port from Rajasthan desert
areas due to higher winds and
dry conditions are contribut-
ing to PM10 enhancement.
Impact of fire emission is
almost negligible due to faster
dispersion and unfavorable
wind direction. The overall
AQI is forecasted to remain in
moderate for next two days.”
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The Delhi trial court han-
dling the cases related to

Delhi riots on Friday denied
bail to JNU student Sharjeel
Imam in a sedition case lodged
against him for delivering an
inflammatory speech and incit-
ing violence during the CAA-
NRC protests in 2019, saying
free speech cannot be exercised
at the cost of communal peace
and harmony.   Imam on
December 13, 2019, had made
a provocative speech, which,
according to the police, result-
ed in riots two days later when
a mob consisting of over 3,000
people attacked police person-
nel and torched several vehicles
in the Jamia Nagar area in
south Delhi. 

Rejecting his bail plea,
Additional Sessions Judge Anuj
Agrawal, however noted that
the evidence in support of the
allegations that the rioters got

instigated by Imam's speech
and thereafter indulged in the
acts of rioting, mischief, attack-
ing the police party, was scanty
and sketchy. The judge in his
order said that cursory and
plain reading of the speech
showed that it was clearly on
communal lines. 

“The tone and tenor of the
incendiary speech tend to have
a debilitating effect upon pub-
lic tranquility, peace, and har-
mony of the society,” the judge
said adding that "it is no gain-
saying that fundamental right
of ‘freedom of speech and
expression' cannot be exer-
cised at the cost of communal
peace and harmony of the
society." 

The Delhi Police charged
that Imam instigated a “par-
ticular religious community”
against the Central
Government by creating
unfounded fears in their minds
regarding the Citizenship

Amendment Act (CAA) and
National Register of Citizens
(NRC).   The court highlight-
ed a portion of Imam's alleged
inflammatory speech in the
order copy while rejecting his
bail. While maintaining that
the evidence in support of the
allegations that the rioters got
instigated by Imam's speech
was scanty and sketchy, the
court said “neither any eye wit-
ness has been cited by prose-
cution nor there is any other
evidence on record to suggest
that co-accused got instigated

and committed the alleged act
of rioting upon hearing the
speech of Sharjeel Imam.”  

While noting that the fun-
damental right of 'freedom of
speech and expression' cannot
be exercised at the cost of
communal peace and harmo-
ny, the judge quoted British
poet and intellect, John Milton,
as saying, “give me the liberty
to know, to argue freely, and to
utter according to conscience,
above all liberties.” The judge
also quoted spiritual leader
Swami Vivekanand in the bail
order as saying, “We are what
our thoughts have made us; so
take care about what you think;
Words are secondary ;
Thoughts live; they travel far.” 

Besides this case, Imam is
also accused of being the "mas-
termind" of the February 2020
riots, which had left 53 people
dead and over 700 injured. He
has been booked under the
stringent Unlawful Activities.
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Delhi Police has arrested a
44-year-old man from

Rohini's Sector-24 with 11.15
quintals of banned firecrackers
in his possession.

The accused has been iden-
tified as Amit Mittal, a resident
of Narela. Police said that
Mittal owns a mobile shop in
Narela area.

According to Paranv Tayal,
the Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP), Rohini district,
Mittal was arrested on
Thursday after police raided his
warehouse acting on a tip-off.

“He was in the process of
unloading banned firecrackers
into his rented warehouse.
Mittal failed to provide any
legal document and valid
license for firecrackers. He
stored them in a residential
area which can be hazardous to
the local residents,” said the
DCP.

“A case was registered
against Mittal under relevant
sections of the Indian Penal
Code's Explosives Act at
Begumpur police station,” the
DCP added. Considering the
rise in pollution around Diwali
every year, the Delhi govern-
ment announced a complete
ban on sale and storing of fire-
crackers on October 1. Last
year, the National Green
Tribunal too had imposed a
similar ban across the nation-
al Capital Region.
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The Sir Ganga Ram Hospital
(SGRH) has done 375 spe-

cial procedures in the last five
years to treat achalasia cardia,
a rare and debilitating disease
which affects a person's food
pipe, the hospital said in a state-
ment.

The SGRH, a leading pri-
vate hospital in the national
capital, said that a recent
advancement called POEM
(Per Oral Endoscopic
Myotomy) has dramatically
improved the treatment out-
comes of this complex disorder.

The Institute of Liver,
Gastroenterology and
Pancreaticobiliary Sciences
(ILGPS) at the SGRH has con-
sistently been at the forefront
of performing and pioneering
POEM procedures in north
India, Doctors at the facility
have performed 375 POEM
procedures over the last five
years and all these patients were
in the age group of 14-90 with
mean age of 47 years, and
comprised 43 per cent females
and 57 per cent males, it said.

According to Dr Anil
Arora, Chairman, Institute of
Liver, Gastroenterology and
Pancreaticobiliary Sciences “In
Achalasia Cardia, the LES fails
to relax during swallowing and
hence food cannot enter the
stomach and gets stuck up in
the food pipe. As a result
patients with Achalasia Cardia
have difficulty in swallowing,
develop chest pain followed by
vomiting out of the swallowed
food. The symptoms can be

devastating with most patients
suffering from loss of weight
and poor quality of life.”

“The biggest enigma in
diagnosis of this rare condition
which occurs in one in 100000
individuals is that the disease
is often missed initially and is
mistakenly diagnosed as
Gastroesophageal reflux dis-
ease called GERD  which  is
very common condition preva-
lent in one fifth of the popula-
tion as the symptoms of chest
pain, vomiting and  regurgita-
tion of food are equally preva-
lent in both diseases with dia-
grammatically opposite treat-
ment,” Dr Arora said”

According to Dr Shrihari
Anikhindi, Consultant,
Institute of Liver,
Gastroenterology and
Pancreaticobiliary Sciences at
the hospital said “Among the
various treatment options avail-
able for Achalasia Cardia,
POEM has now become the
preferred treatment option due
to its minimally invasive non-
surgical nature and rapid and
almost complete symptom
relief with excellent outcomes.
In POEM, the non-relaxing
LES is cut from within the cav-
ity of the esophagus using
endoscopy. Reporting on their
experience, they have noted
excellent success rates of up to
95 per cent at their centre.”

Achalasia cardia affects the
food pipe, also called the
oesophagus, and leads to prob-
lems in swallowing. The
oesophagus performs a vital
function of transporting the
food into the stomach.

Gurugram: Two people were
arrested after the police bust-
ed a fake call centre which was
running in the CO-office on
the eighth floor in Magnum
Tower-I, Sector-58, Gurugram
on Thursday.

The duo allegedly duped
people on the pretext of pro-
viding online short term loans
via a web portal and app
named 'Mayacash' of �2,000,
3,000 and 5,000 the police said
on Friday.

The police recovered 1 lap-
top and 2 mobile phones were
being used to execute the
crime.

The arrested accused were
identified as Sanjay Kumar
Faridabad and Bharat a resi-
dent of Charkhi Dadri district
of Haryana.

Following secret informa-
tion, a team of the cybercrime
police station raided the spot
and took the custody of the
criminals.

During the raid, police
noticed that 16 men and 6
women were also present at the
office of the PSPR Enterprises
Company talking on the phone
to their clients while working
on laptops and computers and
granting loans through the
online app by illegally charging
high processing fees without
complying with NBFC's
license/rules.

During operations police
also found the data of the peo-
ple willing to take the loan
along with the names, address-
es, names of family members
and mobile numbers etc.
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The Delhi Police has arrest-
ed two men for allegedly

stealing valuables from a 50-
year-old person after making
him unconscious with the help
of chemical in north Delhi’s
Civil Lines area.

The accused have been
identified as Mohammad Aarif
(39), a resident of Sultanpuri,
and Aarif Khan (25), a resident
of Johripur.

According to Sagar Singh
Kalsi, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), North district, com-
plainant Vikas Sethi, a resident
of GTB Nagar, told police that
on September 12 around 6
pm, he stopped his scooter near
Kashmeri Gate metro gate
number 3 to receive a call.

"Meanwhile, a man came
there and he convinced Sethi to
give him lift up to Hindu Rao
Hospital after saying that his
relative was admitted there,"
said the DCP.

"When they reached at the
roundabout of Hindu Rao
Hospital, one person was
already present there and the
accused asked Sethi to stop the
scooter. The duo made the
complainant unconscious
through a chemical substance,"
he said. 

After regaining his con-
sciousness, he found that his
mobile phone, two gold rings,
one debit card and some
money were missing. The
accused also withdrew Rs
50,000 from victim’s bank
account, which the victim came
to know later, said the DCP.

More than 100 CCTV
cameras installed in Kashmeri
Gate area to Khajuri Khas were
examined. The accused were
seen walking in a camera
footage, police said. 
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Due to the cleanest mon-
soon in the last four years,

pre-winter pollution in Delhi
recorded cleaner this year, CSE
(Centre for Science and
Environment) said on Friday.

The CSE in its analyses on
air pollution said pollution
build -up well synchronized
across the Indo-Gangetic Plain
and this demands regional
action and demanded for mak-
ing short-term emergency
measures more robust, and
also push for deeper system
changes to reduce traffic vol-
umes, eliminate waste burning,
ban dirty industrial fuels, and
implement stringent dust con-
trol measures especially in the
construction sector.

According to the CSE
report on air pollution, the
extraordinarily wet monsoon
season has also translated into

the cleanest monsoon season
for Delhi in the last four years.

“The city-wide average for
the monsoon this year stood at
41 microgramme per cubic
metre (ug/m3), with 96 days
meeting the 24-hour standard
for PM2.5. There was a pro-
gressive increase in the number
of cleaner days with an average
6 per cent annual improvement
since 2018. In Delhi, Dr Karni
Singh Shooting Range record-
ed the lowest seasonal average
of 33 ug/m3, while the National
Stadium had 100 days that
met the daily standard. Anand
Vihar, with a seasonal average
of 61 ug/m3 had lesser number
of days – 54 -- meeting the
standard and was the worst
hotspot in the city,” the Delhi
based think-tank said, adding,
“The start of the monsoon’s
retreat date almost perfectly
coincides with the start of bad
air days in Delhi.”

Anumita Roychowdhury,
executive director, research
and advocacy, CSE:  “The 2021
winter is starting with a clean-
er threshold compared to the
previous years, largely due to
the intense and prolonged
effect of the monsoons. While
winter pollution cannot be
predicted at this moment, the
evidence of rising summer pol-
lution in 2021 despite the lock-
down and the evidence of a
synchronised effect of winter
pollution across the Indo-
Gangetic Plain add to our con-
cern. 

How soon and intensely
the winter pollution will hit us
will depend on the scale and
speed of action across the
region and leveraging it for
more sustained air quality
gains.”

CSE also said summer pol-
lution is also increasing.
Comparing summer 2020 pol-

lution data with 2021, it said
the advantage of improved air
quality during the summer of
2020 due to the lockdown was
lost in the 2021 summer, with
the seasonal average climbing
to 79 ug/m3 and the number of
days meeting the standard
plummeting to 51 (from 90 in
2020). “In fact, PM2.5 levels
this summer have almost
returned to the 2019 levels
despite the partial lockdowns,”
it said.

“The first phase of winter
smog is often triggered by
large-scale stubble burning in
the region. The contribution of
farm stubble fire this year start-
ed roughly around October 10,
the same time as in 2018 and
2020. Peak contribution this
year so far was registered on
October 16 when 14 percent of
Delhi’s PM2.5 was attributed to
stubble fire smoke (according
to SAFAR). 
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Situation at the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) facing China

and Line of Control (LOC)
with Pakistan will figure promi-
nently during the Army
Commanders’ conference start-
ing here next week.  The top
brass will review the opera-
tional readiness of the force to
deal with any threat.

The four-day meet starting
Wednesday will take place at a
time when tension prevails at
the LAC in Eastern Ladakh and
the recently held 13th round of
Corps Commander level talks
did not yield any result. 

Given the stalemate at the
stand-off sites, both the coun-
tries are readying their troops
for winter deployment in the
forward areas in Eastern
Ladakh.  The Commanders
will take stock of the prepara-
tions made to ensure troops
posted there during the harsh
winter months are able to per-

form their duty effectively.  To
that effect, logistical back up
will also be reviewed, sources
said here on Friday.

At present, more than
50,000 troops each from both
the sides are deployed in for-
ward areas besides the friction
points thereby leading to ten-
sion.  The conference will
review the current status of
readiness of these troops, they
added.  Army Chief General M
M Naravane had visited some
forward posts in the first week
of this month at the LAC in
Ladakh and reviewed pre-
paredness for winter months.

In fact, the status of the
entire 4,000 km long LAC
stretching from Ladakh in the
west to Arunachal Pradesh in
the east will be reviewed by the
commanders.

As regards Pakistan, the
ceasefire by both the armies in
February this year at the LOC
to avoid collateral damage has,
so far, managed to hold except

some incidents last month
when the Pakistan army vio-
lated the pact.  The firing was
in an apparent attempt to push
militants into Jammu and
Kashmir from launch pads
across the LOC in Pakistan
Occupied Kashmir(POK).

The commanders will
review the situation especially

in the backdrop of recent spurt
in terrorist violence in Kashmir,
sources said.  Army Chief
General M M Naravane visit-
ed Jammu region earlier this
week to assess the situation on
the ground.

The commanders confer-
ence of all the three Services
take place twice a year.
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As the Government cele-
brated the 100-crore vac-

cination mark, the Congress on
Friday hit out at Prime Minister
Narendra Modi accusing him
of misleading the country on
the jab drive as only 21 per cent
of the country's population
was fully vaccinated.

The Congress asked the
Prime Minister to bring out a
white paper on how his Gov-
ernment intends to vaccinate
all adults by year-end, a
promise made by him earlier.

Congress spokesperson
Gourav Vallabh also alleged
that the Prime Minister, in his
address to the nation, did not
talk about issues of inflation
and terrorism confronting the
country.

He said that instead of
offering condolences to the
families of 4.53 lakh people
who lost their lives due to the
coronavirus, the Prime
Minister is celebrating.

"The Prime Minister
should talk about the issues
confronting the nation, but
instead he is celebrating

'Mahotsava'. The PM touched
issues in a wrong manner and
shared wrong data while trying
to mislead the country," he told
reporters.

Vallabh also alleged that
"the PM gave the data which is
semi-baked, as half-truth is
very dangerous."

He said there are only two
countries having more than 50
crore population and the claim
that India is the first country to
achieve 100-crore plus vacci-
nations is "false" as China had
achieved 216 crore doses of
vaccinations in September.

He said China has double
vaccinated 80 per cent of its
population while India has
only vaccinated 20 per cent of
the population.

"We would like to ask the
prime minister that it would
have been nice if he had shared
when we are going to start vac-
cinations for our school-going
and college-going students. It
would have been good if the
PM answered when his
promise of the entire popula-
tion would be fulfilled by
December 31, 2021.

"Please share a white paper

on how we are going to receive
106 crore vaccines in the next
70 days to vaccinate our entire
adult population," Vallabh said.

He said that "we thought he
would talk about inflation
because from January 1 till date
there is a hike in (price of)
diesel by 29 per cent and petrol
by 27 per cent."

"Is there anybody on this
earth except the prime minis-
ter's few friends whose income
level has increased in last nine
months by 29 per cent," he
asked.

"We were expecting you to
speak on the issue when inno-
cents were killed in Jammu and
Kashmir, including 32 persons
murdered in the last two weeks
and nine soldiers gave supreme
sacrifice saving our mother-
land. But the prime minister
does not have time for any of
such things.
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Union Minister for Minority
Affairs Mukhtar Abbas

Naqvi on Thursday said  the
official announcement of Haj
2022 will be made in the first
week of November and along
with that the process of online
application for Haj will also be
started.

He  said that selection
process of Haj pilgrims will be
done according to complete
vaccination with both the doses
and guidelines and criteria to
be decided by Indian and Saudi
Arabia Governments, keeping
in view Corona protocols dur-
ing the time of Haj 2022.

While chairing Haj Review
Meeting here  Naqvi said that
Digital Health Card, “E-MASI-
HA” health facility and “E-
luggage pre-tagging”, providing
all information regarding
accommodation/transporta-
tion in Makkah-Madinah, will
be provided to all the Haj pil-
grims.

He  said that preparations
for Haj 2022 have been started
keeping in mind the health and
corona protocol of Saudi
Arabia Government and
Government of India. 

The entire Haj 2022
process in India will be 100 per
cent digital. India sends the
second largest number of Haj
pilgrims after Indonesia.

Naqvi said that arrange-
ments for special training for
Haj 2022 regarding Corona
protocols and Health and
Hygiene are being made in
India and Saudi Arabia for the
Haj pilgrims. National-inter-
national protocol guidelines
due to pandemic position will
be implemented and followed
strictly during Haj 2022.

Haj 2022 process is being
chalked out after deliberations
among Ministry of Minority
Affairs, Ministry of Health,
Ministry of External Affairs,
Ministry of Civil Aviation, Haj
Committee of India, Indian
Embassy in Saudi Arabia and
India’s Consul General in
Jeddah and other agencies
keeping in view all aspects of
the pandemic challenges. 
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Covid-19 is a seasonal infec-
tion linked to low temper-

atures and humidity, much
like seasonal influenza,
researchers from Barcelona
Institute for Global Health
(ISGlobal) have claimed.

The results, published in
Nature Computational Science,
also support the considerable
contribution of airborne SARS-
CoV-2 transmission and the
need to shift to measures that
promote “air hygiene”.

Researchers worked on a

key question regarding SARS-
CoV-2 was whether it was
behaving, or will behave, as a
seasonal virus like influenza, or
whether it will be equally trans-
mitted during any time of the
year.

“The question of whether
Covid-19 is a genuine season-
al disease becomes increas-
ingly central, with implica-
tions for determining effective
intervention measures,”
explained Xavier Rodó, direc-
tor of the Climate and Health
programme at ISGlobal and
coordinator of the study.

To answer this question,
Rodó and his team first
analysed the association of
temperature and humidity in
the initial phase of SARS-CoV-
2 spread in 162 countries across
five continents, before changes
in human behaviour and pub-
lic health policies were put into
place. The results show a neg-
ative relationship between the
transmission rate (R0) and
both temperature and humid-
ity at the global scale: higher
transmission rates were asso-
ciated with lower temperatures
and humidity.

The team then analysed
how this association between
climate and disease evolved
over time, and whether it was
consistent at different geo-
graphical scales. For this, they
used a statistical method that
was specifically developed to
identify similar patterns of
variation (i.e. a pattern-recog-
nition tool) at different win-
dows of time.

Again, they found a strong
negative association for short
time windows between dis-
ease (number of cases) and cli-
mate (temperature and humid-

ity), with consistent patterns
during the first, second and
third waves of the pandemic at
different spatial scales: world-
wide, countries, down to indi-
vidual regions within highly
affected countries (Lombardy,

Thüringen and Catalonia) and
even to the city level
(Barcelona).

The first epidemic waves
waned as temperature and
humidity rose, and the second
wave rose as temperatures and
humidity fell. However, this
pattern was broken during
summertime in all continents.
“This could be explained by
several factors, including mass
gatherings of young people,
tourism, and air conditioning,
among others,” explains
Alejandro Fontal, researcher at
ISGlobal and first author of the

study.
Finally, using an epidemi-

ological model, the research
team showed that incorporat-
ing temperature into the trans-
mission rate works better for
predicting the rise and fall of
the different waves, particularly
the first and third ones in
Europe. “Altogether, our find-
ings support the view of
COVID-19 as a true seasonal
low-temperature infection,
similar to influenza and to the
more benign circulating coro-
naviruses,” says Rodó.

This seasonality could con-

tribute importantly to the
transmission of SARS-CoV-2,
since low humidity conditions
have been shown to reduce the
size of aerosols, and thereby
increase airborne transmission
of seasonal viruses such as
influenza. “This link warrants
an emphasis on ‘air hygiene’
through improved indoor ven-
tilation as aerosols are capable
to persist suspended for longer
times,” says Rodó, and high-
lights the need to include mete-
orological parameters in the
evaluation and planning of
control measures. 
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In an effort to provide more
lethal equipment to the Navy

to destroy enemy submarines
and warships, the Defence
ministry has signed a contract
with the US worth over �400
crores for torpedoes and
expendable(chaff and flares).

These weapons will be fit-
ted on the long range P-8 I long
range maritime reconnaissance

aircraft now with the Navy.
These aircraft are also US made
and the Indian Navy has 11 air-
craft manufactured by Boeing.

The defence ministry said
here the torpedoes deal worth
Rs 423  crores is through the
Foreign Military Sale route
wherein the US stands guar-
antee for all the contractual
clauses and delivery schedule.

These weapons are the out-
fit of P-8I Aircraft which is used

for Long range Maritime
Surveillance, Anti-Submarine
Warfare and Anti-Surface
Warfare (ASV).

The first batch of the P-8 I
was inducted in 2013 and the
latest one joined service earli-
er this week. In addition to
unmatched maritime recon-
naissance and anti-submarine
warfare capabilities, the P-8I
has been deployed to assist dur-
ing disaster relief.
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The Government is looking
forward to Indian airlines

purchasing and leasing many
more wide-bodied aircraft once
the Indian aviation sector recu-
perates from the Covid-
induced crisis. 

Only two Indian carriers —
Air India and Vistara — cur-
rently have wide-bodied air-
craft, which have bigger fuel
tanks that allows them to oper-
ate long-haul flights such as on
India-US routes.

Union Civil Aviation
Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia
while speaking at a conference
of Public Affairs Forum of
India on Friday, said Air India's
successful sale to the Tata
group is a testament of the
belief of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and this Gov-
ernment that "the private sec-
tor has an integral to play in

making sure that service value
proposition is there for all cus-
tomers".

"I think in many ways, this
(privatisation) changes the long
standing perception of the
Government in business," he
added. The Centre had
announced on October 8 that
a Tata group subsidiary made
the winning bid for Air India
by quoting Rs 18,000 crore.
Both Air India and Vistara are
owned by the Tata group now.

The minister said: "Our
national flagship carrier (Air
India), over the last 10 years,
due to the policies of the past
governments, had really
become a drag on the resources
of the country." "That divest-
ment process was completed.
The hand over is in process. I
wish the new owners all suc-
cess," he mentioned.

Scindia said there is a need
to have a level playing field and

break down of all the gate-
keepers to allow proliferation of
aviation sector players -- not
only new players but also exist-
ing players that will augment
capacity.

Stating that he does not
want to put the cart before the
horse, Scindia said once the
normalisation happens, there
should be expansion of capac-
ities. "And the expansion of
capacities that I would like to
see is not only for domestic
traffic but also for internation-
al traffic. So, I am looking for-
ward to our domestic airlines
purchasing many more and
leasing many more wide-bod-
ied aircraft so that they can also
travel abroad," he said.

"And these long-haul
flights, which will shorten the
gap between the RASK and the
CASK, the revenue structure
and the cost structure of the
airline, is something that I am

looking forward to," he stated.
RASK stands for revenue per
available seat-kilometre and it
is calculated by dividing the
total revenue earned from a
flight with the total number of
seats and the distance travelled.
Similarly, CASK stands for cost
per available seat-kilometre.

The minister said he is
looking to the return of nor-
malcy in the domestic aviation
sector in the next couple of
months. He said he wished his
very best to the two airlines --
reborn Jet Airways and new
airline Akasa -- that were com-
ing on board.

"The fact that you had a
very chequered past with a lot
of airlines closing down and
today we have a birth of two
airlines taking place -- this is a
very promising sign for the
future," he added. Akasa is
backed by ace investor Rakesh
Jhunjhunwala and former Jet

Airways CEO Vinay Dube
and former IndiGo President
Aditya Ghosh. It aims to start
operations by the summer of
2022. Jalan Kalrock
Consortium, the winning bid-
der for the grounded airline Jet
Airways, had said last month it
will restart domestic operations
by the first quarter of 2022 and
short-haul international flights
by the last quarter of the next
year.

The minister said he does
not think that any other sector
in the industry has been hit as
hard as the aviation sector by
the coronavirus pandemic.
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The Supreme Court on
Friday sought response

from former Twitter Managing
Director Manish Maheshwari
on an appeal of the Uttar
Pradesh Government against
the Karnataka High Court's
decision to quash a notice
seeking his personal appear-
ance as part of the probe into
a communally sensitive video
uploaded by a user on the
microblogging site. 

The bench headed by Chief
Justice N V Ramana took note
of the submissions of Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta, appear-
ing for the State Government,
and issued notice to
Maheshwari, who has been
transferred to the USA by his
employer Twitter Inc in August.
“We issue notice. We need to
hear the case,” said the bench
which also comprised justices
Surya Kant and Hima Kohli. 

Earlier, the State
Government, which has filed
the plea through Senior
Superintendent of Police of
Ghaziabad, had on September
8 mentioned its appeal for an
urgent hearing. The plea chal-
lenges the July 23 order of the
Karnataka High Court quash-
ing the notice issued to
Maheshwari to appear before
the police and cooperate in the

probe related to uploading of a
communally sensitive video
on Twitter. The Karnataka
High Court has interfered with
the summons issued to the then
Twitter Managing Director by
the Uttar Pradesh Police, the
law officer had said. 

Holding the notice as
“mala fide”, the high court had
said the notice under Section
41(A) of the CrPC should be
treated as Section under 160 of
CrPC, allowing the Ghaziabad
Police to question Maheshwari
through virtual mode, at his
office or his residential address
in Bengaluru.  Section 41 (A)
of the CrPC gives power to
police to issue a notice to an
accused to appear before it
when a complaint is filed and
if the accused complies with the
notice and cooperates, then he
is not required to be arrested.   

The Ghaziabad (Uttar
Pradesh) Police had issued a
notice under Section 41-A
of the CrPC on June 21
asking him to report at
the Loni Border police
station at 10:30 AM on
June 24.  Maheshwari
then moved the
Karnataka High Court
as he was at that time stay-
ing in Bengaluru in
Karnataka. On June 24, the
High Court, in an interim
order, restrained the Ghaziabad

Police from initiating any coer-
cive action against him. 

The Ghaziabad Police on
June 15 booked Twitter Inc,
Twitter Communications India
Pvt Ltd (Twitter India), news
website The Wire, journalists
Mohammed Zubair and Rana
Ayyub, besides Congress lead-
ers Salman Nizami, Maskoor
Usmani, Shama Mohamed and

writer Saba Naqvi.  
They were booked over

the circulation of a video in
which an elderly man, Abdul
Shamad Saifi, alleged that he
was thrashed by some young
men, who also asked him to
chant 'Jai Shri Ram' on June
five. According to police, the
video was shared to cause com-
munal unrest.
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In a relief to some Women
Short Service Commission

Officers (WSSCO) in the
Army, the Supreme

Court on Friday
directed the

Centre to
i s s u e
o r d e r s
grant ing

Permanent

Commission
(PC) to 39 such

officers in seven
working days and furnish the
details of 25 officers with rea-

sons, who were not considered.  
The Centre informed the

top court that after re-exam-
ining the case of each 72
women SSC officers, one offi-
cer has decided to quit, 39 offi-
cers can be considered for
PC, seven have been 
found medically unfit and 25
officers cannot be granted PC
as they have adverse ACR
report of indiscipline and dis-
obedience and poor opera-
tional report. 

A bench of Justices DY
Chandrachud and BV
Nagarathna said that in respect
of the officers forming part of
the group of 36 WSSCOs who
have filed four contempt peti-

tions in the top court and are
not found eligible for grant of
PC, the Centre shall file state-
ments in a tabulated form
giving the reasons for each of
the officers not found eligible
or are denied PC.      

“In the above facts, we are
of the view that ends of justice
would be met, if to begin
with, orders for the grant of PC
are issued for all the 39 officers,
in terms of the statement
which have been made before
this court by the ASG Sanjay
Jain within a period of one
seven working days from
today. Compliance shall be
scrupulously ensured within
seven working days”, it said.

The Centre has earlier told the
top court that all these 72
WSSCOs have been found
unfit for grant of permanent
commission in the Army.         

ASG Jain said that besides
the 39 WSSCOs of the 72 offi-
cers, one officer has decided to
quit while seven officers have
been found medically unfit
and 25 officers have been
denied PC on disciplinary
grounds, disobedience, and
weak operational report.
Theapex court listed the mat-
ter for further hearing after
Diwali vacation.                 

On October 1, the top
court had restrained the Army
from discharging the 72

WSSCOs, who were not con-
sidered for PC, till further
orders and had sought a reply
within a week on why they
were not considered for the
service. 

The women officers have
alleged that the top court's
March 25 ruling was not con-
sidered by the Army and all 72
of them were rejected from
consideration for the PC at one
go. The apex court had direct-
ed that within three months,
all serving SSC women officers
have to be considered for PCs
irrespective of them 
having crossed 14 years or, as
the case may be, 20 years of
service.
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Fresh exchange of firing was
reported  after a gap of

almost 48 hours  on the 12th
day of the counter terrorist
operation going on in the Nar
Khas forest area of Mendhar
tehsil in Poonch on Friday.
After confirming the presence
of the highly trained terrorists
in the area the security forces
exercised extra caution to pre-
vent further loss of lives. 

Till date nine Indian sol-
diers including two JCO's have
sacrificed their lives while not
a single terrorist, believed to
have taken shelter behind nat-
ural caves in the forest area, has
been neutralised. 

The security forces are
now expected to adopt a new

strategy to tackle the situation
at hand.

As the searches continued
during the day the security
forces recovered two small
boxes, suspected to be the
IEDs. The same were destroyed
in situ to prevent any grievous
injury.

Meanwhile, security has
been beefed up across different
parts of Kashmir valley ahead
of the three day long visit of
Union  Home Minister Amit
Shah to the Union territory of
Jammu and Kashmir beginning
October 23. Several new check
posts and bunkers came up in
different parts of Srinagar to
prevent targeted killing of civil-
ians and security
personnel.  

The common citizens were

subjected to frisking  in main
city centres including Lal
Chowk area of Srinagar.
Paramilitary forces along with
jawans of the Jammu &
Kashmir police were seen ran-
domly checking  vehicles and
verifying papers of two wheel-
er owners. In the recent strikes
on civilians, the terrorists used
two wheelers for swift 
movement in the busy market
areas.

In Jammu, a high level
security review conference was
chaired by the corps comman-
der of Nagrota based 16 corps.

Senior Army, BSF, J&K
police and CRPF officers
attended the meeting and dis-
cussed measures taken to fur-
ther strengthen the security
apparatus in the region.            
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Former Jammu &  Kashmir Chief
Minister and PDP president

Mehbooba Mufti on Friday sent a legal
notice to former J&K Governor Satya
Pal Malik, seeking �10 crore in damages
for making “vexatious, false motivated
and incorrect” statement regarding her
being a beneficiary of Roshni Act.

Sharing a copy of the legal notice on
various social media platforms the
twitter handle of Jammu and Kashmir
Peoples Democratic Party stated, "Legal
notice served to former J&K Governor
Satyapal Malik, of fax machine fiasco
fame, for levelling defamatory allega-
tions against PDP President".

The legal notice served by  Advocate
Anil Sethi also stated, “A video has been
circulated in the media where you, while
being escorted by the official staff of Raj
Bhawan of Meghalaya, are shown as
holding a press conference. While
recounting your days as Governor in

erstwhile State of J&K, at 0.23 seconds
of the said video clip, you have alleged
that my client took benefit of the State
Land under the J&K State Lands
(Vesting of Ownership to the
Occupants) Act, 2001 which is popu-
larly known as the Roshni Act and that
on verification, you found the above
allegation to be correct".

“By conducting yourself as an Ex-
Governor of J&K State and making
utterances about the benefit being
taken by my client under Roshni Act,

which are not only false and incorrect,
you have defamed my client and have
levelled scandalous and serious allega-
tions against her with the sole objective
of tarnishing her otherwise politically
neat and clean image.”

Advocate Sethi said that it was a fact
that “(Mehbooba) has never been ben-
eficiary of State land under Roshni Act
and has never taken any land (under the
Act) which now stands quashed/
repealed.”

“By making such false utterances,
you have tarnished the image of my
client (Mehbooba) and have defamed
her and lowered her reputation in the
estimation of public,” read the notice,
adding, “All the allegations in the video
clip are vexatious, false motivated and
incorrect and this fact is known to you
as well.”

He said although no amount of
money can compensate her for the loss
of reputation and good name which loss
has been caused by Satya Pal Malik’s

conduct, “yet my client has decided to
sue you for claiming compensation /
damages for loss of reputation and good
name earned by her and for establish-
ing that the allegations levelled you are
incorrect and false and have been lev-
elled at a juncture which hints at a polit-
ical collusion behind, the speech made
by you.”

“By virtue of this Legal Notice, I,
therefore, call upon you to pay com-
pensatory damages to my client
(Mehboooba) to the extent of Rs. 10
crores within 30 days of receipt of this
Legal Notice. (This amount of damages/
compensation is not supposed to be
utilised by my client for her personal
gains/ benefits but shall be donated/
utilised for public good).”

Malik has been asked to treat the
legal notice in terms of Section 80 CPC.
“Further legal consequences shall fol-
low in case of non-compliance of the
demand made herein,” the notice 
added.
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Trinamool Congress nation-
al general secretary

Abhishek Banerjee on Friday
launched a frontal attack on the
BJP for carrying out “political
terrorism” in Tripura.” This,
after the convoy of TMC’s
charge de affairs in the North-
East Sushmita Dev was
attacked by alleged BJP mis-
creants.

With Tripura civic elec-
tions just about a month away
TMC Rajya Sabha MP Dev was
on a “Jana Sanyog Abhiyan”
(mass connectivity drive) along
with the members of TMC’s
campaign partner Indian
Political Action Committee or
I-PAC to drum up support for
her party.

Dev’s car was damaged
and her hand bag was alleged-
ly snatched away by the BJP
men, the TMC leadership
alleged. Other party men too
were injured in the attack. The
BJP however denied the alle-
gations.

“Under BJP Biplab's Duare
Gunda Raj (goons at the door
step), attack on political oppo-

nents is setting new records!
Physically manhandling a sit-
ting female Rajya Sabha MP,
Sushmita Dev is Beyond
Shameful and Political
Terrorism by BJP Tripura
goons! The time is near. People
of Tripura will answer,”
Banerjee tweeted. Banerjee, is
likely to visit Tripura post
Diwali.

“People of Tripura will give
a befitting response to this
Barbaric attack…  Police must
immediately stop acting as
mere spectators. This collapse
of law and order is unaccept-
able. We demand justice,” the
Tripura wing of the TMC
tweeted.

A police complaint lodged
by the TMC said “Sushmita
Dev along with 10 other party
workers of TMC were brutal-
ly attacked by workers of the
BJP at Amtali Bazar around
1:30 pm. The perpetrators van-
dalised vehicles, physically
assaulted workers of the TMC
and outraged the modesty of
female party workers.” The
TMC also alleged “this was
accompanied by theft of prop-
erty including mobile phones

belonging to supporters of the
party. We request you to
urgently enquire about the
matter and bring the perpe-
trators to justice.”

The TMC leadership have
been alleging similar attacks
over the past several months
with leaders from Bengal
including junior Banerjee's
vehicle getting attacked by
alleged BJP cadres.

Incidentally the
Opposition Left Front has
called such attacks as aploy to
provide Trinamool Congress a
toe-hold in Tripura. "The BJP
afforded the TMC a place in
Bengal, the BJP is trying to
return the favour in Tripura ...
but people here have taken the
lesson from Bengal and they
will not commit the same mis-
take again," said former Tripura
Chief Minister Manik 
Sarkar.

Dev, who quit the Congress
in August to join the
Trinamool, has been travelling
across Tripura to drum up
support for her new party
ahead not only of the 
Assembly but also of the civic
polls that are likely to take

place in that State on
November 25.

“Our national general sec-
retary Abhishek Banerjee has
declared that the TMC will be
contesting all the upcoming
elections in Tripura and like-
wise we are preparing to con-
test the civic body polls. Let the
polls be declared then the party
will formulate a final strategy,”
Dev said.

Elsewhere in Goa the sec-
ond state where the Bengal rul-
ing outfit is trying to find a toe-
hold the TMC will start cam-
paigning from October 25,
party sources said.

While Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee will reach
Goa on October 28 to take part
in a 2-day programme party
leader and senior MP Saugato
Roy would start campaigning
in that State from October 25,
TMC sources in Kolkata
said.

Supriyo a former BJP
leader and Union Minister
who joined the TMC barely
two months ago was also being
given a great responsibility in
Goa. He too would campaign
with Roy in that State.
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The Bengal Government has
moved into an alert mode

following spike in corona cases
post the festivities.

The State has witnessed
more than 1,000 new cases in
the past 48 hours with Capital
Kolkata alone witnessing 319
cases between Thursday and
Friday, sources said adding the
number of cases are likely to go
up further.

According to sources in
the Kolkata Municipal
Corporation sources out of 319
patients about 150 patients had
received double doses of vaccine
while 15 had received a single
dose.

“The question is not that
vaccinated people are getting
infected because that is not
unusual as vaccines generally
provide 65-7- percent protec-
tion … the question is the rea-
son why the people are getting
infected once again … it is sim-
ply because we had thrown
caution to the wind during the
Pujas … the Government too
was not cautious enough and

the people were doubly negli-
gent … this had to happen …
one only hopes that the corona
cases do not go up further,” said
heart surgeon Dr Kunal 
Sarkar.

Another senior doctor from
the state of art SSKM Hospital
cautioned the Government

against a steep rise in the coro-
na cases if crowds are not con-
trolled during Kali Puja-Diwali
and Chhath Puja when people
get out of their houses in large
numbers.

“We are looking in the face
of a third wave if we do not take
lessons from the past mistakes
… vaccination is not enough …
it can only limit fatality rates but
it cannot provide cent percent
guarantee against infection …
so it is necessary for both the
Government and the people to
exercise utmost caution,” he
said.

Meanwhile, sources in the
KMC Health department said
that “in view of rising cases a
quarantine centre and two safe
homes have once again been
created in Kolkata … if the cases
go up there will more such cen-
tres.”

A senior State Health
Department official said that
“there is no need to panic at this
point of time because there
ample number of beds in the
hospitals and the Government
is keeping a close vigil on the sit-
uation.”

�1��
���
��������	������	&��������	"  ����������������%�#����
�������������13��������&���
�

Thiruvananthapuram: Kerala
logged 9,361 new Covid-19
cases and 99 deaths on Friday,
pushing the infection count to
48,88,678 and the death toll to
27,765. According to a release,
9,401 people recuperated from
the disease today, taking the total
cured in the state to 47,88,629.

"Currently there are 80,892
active Covid-19  cases of which
only 9.8 per cent are hospi-
talised," State Health Minister
Veena George said in a release.

She said 80,393 samples
were tested in the last 24 hours
and there are 211 wards with a
weekly infection population
ratio above ten per cent.

Among the districts,
Ernakulam reported the highest
number  of fresh positive cases
today--1,552, followed by
Thiruvananthapuram  with
1,214 and Kollam- 1,214.      

Of those found infected
today, 39 reached the state from
outside while 9,012 contracted
the disease through their 
contact.  PTI
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Mariani (Assam): Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma on Friday promised to
improve road connectivity, build schools and
provide clean tap water at homes for all tea gar-
den workers in Jorhat's by-poll-bound Mariani
assembly constituency.

Addressing an election rally here at Hatigarh
playground, Sarma also said that his
Government is working on a plan to reserve one
lakh jobs for youths from tea garden commu-
nities.

The CM further said that the BJP-led gov-
ernment was committed to working for the
development and welfare of the tea tribe.

"It was with this purpose in mind Congress
MLA Rupjyoti Kurmi left his party to join the
BJP a few months ago," he stated.

Four-time legislator Kurmi, who was the
lone tea tribe MLA of the Congress, quit the
grand old party and gave up assembly mem-
bership after the BJP won elections and formed
government for the second consecutive term,
thus necessitating the by-poll. 

He has been fielded by the BJP, this time,
for Mariani by-elections.        Making a host of
promises for the development of tea garden areas
and its workers, the Chief Minister announced
that his Government would sanction Rs 1 crore
each for construction of roads inside the con-
stituency's 40 estates. He gave assurance that
clean tap water and electricity would be made
available at every tea garden worker's household
in the area in the next six months.

Sarma further said that 10 composite high
schools and a Government college will be set up
in the constituency for locals.

He also said mini sports stadiums will be
built in the vicinity of the gardens, apart from
the �12-crore one that has already allotted to the
constituency.

"The government is working on a plan to

reserve one lakh jobs for tea tribe youths, under
existing Other Backward Classes quota, within
a year, in keeping with the promise made by the
BJP ahead of the state elections held earlier this
year,” the CM underlined.

He said that guest houses will be built near
each government medical college and hospital
in the state for accommodating the attendants
of patients from the community.

The CM, during his spech, highlighted other
steps taken by the government for welfare of the
tea tribe, including increase in daily wages to �
205, monetary dole for pregnant women,
MGNREGA cards for casual garden workers and
health insurance cards under central and state
government schemes.

"The culture and traditions of all tea gar-
den tribes and sub-tribes will be conserved by
the new Indigenous and Tribal Faith and
Culture department that our Government has
set up," Sarma noted.

Talking about the wild elephant menace in
Mariani, which leaves acres of crops in ruins, he
said, "As far as possible, we shall put up elec-
tric fences to keep them away."

He also affirmed that the Orunudoi scheme
of the state government will cover additional
6,000 families in Mariani in the next three
months, taking the total number of beneficia-
ries here to 21,000.

"We are also contemplating the idea of
increasing the dole from Rs 1,000 to Rs 2,000
or �2,500 under the scheme as it will help ease
problems of locals to a greater extent," Sarma
added.

The chief minister addressed multiple elec-
tion rallies in Mariani during the day. Mariani,
along with Tamulpur, Gossaigaon, Bhabanipur
and Thowra constituencies, will go to polls on
October 30. Votes will be counted on November
2. PTI
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Chennai: Hindus alone are enti-
tled for appointment in teaching
and non-teaching posts in edu-
cational institutions run and
funded by the State Hindu
Religious and Charitable
Endowments (HR&CE) depart-
ment, the Tamil Nadu
Government informed the
Madras High Court on
Friday.

Advocate-General R
Shunmugasundaram said this
when Justice C Saravanan was
hearing a writ petition from a
Muslim youth challenging the
relevant provision today.

The petition from Suhail
sought to quash an employment
advertisement in a Tamil daily
dated October 13, which invit-

ed applications only from
Hindus for appointment for
teaching and non-teaching posts
in the newly started Shri
Kapaleeswarar Arts and Science
College in Kolathur and conse-
quently direct the authorities to
permit him to compete for the
post of Office Assistant.

Petitioner contended that
the HR&CE has no authority to
impose the condition that other
religious persons are not eligible
to be appointed. Being an Indian
citizen and native of Tamil
Nadu, he claimed he is entitled
for the protection provided
under Articles 16(1) and 16(2)
of the Constitution, which pro-
vide equal opportunity in mat-
ters of public employment.PTI
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Jaipur: Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot
on Friday hit out at the Union Government over
the farmers' agitation and rising inflation, accus-
ing it of adopting an arrogant attitude and say-
ing it is not bothered about people.  "Inflation is
increasing because prices of petrol and diesel are
increasing day by day and the Central
Government is not bothered about it. They have
no idea that people are under distress,” he told
reporters in Nagaur's Nimbola Biswa village. 

Gehlot visited the village to attend a camp
under his government's "Prashasan Gaon ke Sang"
programme.  

"They should understand sentiments of the
countrymen. They feel that there is no reaction
among people but the reaction is very much in
the mind and heart," he said accusing the
Government of being arrogant.  

Gehlot also targeted the Union Government
on the farmers' stir against central farm laws.  

He said farmers have been agitating for a year
and no one cares about them.  Gehlot said it has
never happened in the history of the country and
the world that farmers have been agitating for
more than a year. 

Gehlot said the situation in the country is dan-
gerous.  The media is under pressure and the
government misuses the CBI, Income Tax
Department and Enforcement Directorate, Gehlot
said. The Chief Minister also said there was a con-
spiracy to weaken his Government but the
MLAs supported the Government and stayed
together for 34 days last year else the Government
would have gone. PTI
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Friday expelled its three Udaipur
leaders for six years for alleged anti-
party activities. The move has
come days before the bypolls to the
Vallabhnagar Assembly segment in
Udaipur.

BJP's State general secretary
Bhajan Lal Sharma issued the
orders on the directions of state
party president Satish Poonia,
according to a statement.

Udailal Dangi was expelled
for contesting the bypolls as an
independent candidate against the
party's official candidate, Himmat
Singh.  Dangi turned rebel after the
denial of ticket to him.  

Deependra Kunwar and Kalu
Lal were expelled for campaigning
against the party's official candi-
date.

Deependra Kunwar had also
filed nomination as a Janta Sena
candidate when she was denied
ticket but later withdrew her papers.

However, she is now cam-
paigning for her husband Randhir
Singh Bhindar, who is contesting
the bypolls as an independent can-
didate. Dhariawad (Pratapgarh)
and Vallabhnagar (Udaipur)
Assembly constituencies in
Rajasthan are going to the polls on
October 30 and the counting will
take place on November 2. PTI
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Bollywood actress Ananya Pandey
was grilled by the Narcotics

Control Bureau (NCB) for the sec-
ond consecutive day on Friday in
connection with the ongoing inves-
tigations into the mid-sea bust case
involving Bollywood superstar Shah
Rukh Khan’s eldest son Aryan Khan
and others.

Twenty-three-year-old Ananya
Pandey – who is the daughter of
Bollywood actor Chunky Pandey
and granddaughter of the renowned
heart surgeon late Dr Sharad Pandey
– was questioned for three hours on
the second day, in connection with
the ongoing investigations in the
mid-sea drug bust case. Ananya’s
name has allegedly figured in some
of Aryan’s WhatsApp chats.

Ananya, who had been ques-
tioned earlier for two hours on
Thursday, has been summoned
again on Monday morning for a
third round of questioning.

Meanwhile, unconfirmed
reports said that the NCB officials
had not found evidence of any
‘drug-related” messages in her
WhatsApp chats with her friend
Aryan Khan

A day after Special Court reject-
ed Aryan Khan’s bail application, the
Bombay High Court on Thursday

scheduled his bail application the
mid-sea drug bust case for hearing
for October 26.

Twenty-three-year-old Aryan
and seven others were initially
detained on the night of October 2
and later arrested on October 3, after
the NCB officials busted a rave party
and seized 13 grams of cocaine, 5
grams of MD (Mephedrone), 21
grams of Charas, 22 pills of MDMA
(Ecstasy) and �1.33 lakh in cash
from Goa-bound Cordelia Cruises'
Empress ship, off the Mumbai coast.

The total number of arrests in
the sensational drug bust case has
gone up to 20, with the arrest of a
foreign national Okara Quazma
and a local person Shivraj Harihan.

Aryan and other accused have
been booked for offences under
Section 8(c), 20(b), 27, 28, 29 and 35
under the NDPS Act.

After his arrest, Aryan was
remanded to NCB custody till
October 4, which was extended till
October 7. On October 8, the
Mumbai Esplanade Court rejected
the bail pleas of Bollywood super-
star Shah Rukh Khan’s son Aryan
Khan and two others on the grounds
of maintainability. Thereafter Aryan
and four accused moved a Special
NDPS court.  

Aryan and other accused are
currently in judicial custody.
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was that “Muslims are not a
minority. Muslims are a nation
according to any definition;
they must have their home-
land, their territory and their
State.”

Dr BR Ambedkar wrote in
his 1941 reply to Jinnah’s res-
olution: No one has expressed
shock at the thought of sepa-
rating Karnataka from
Andhra, what then is there to
be shocked in the demand for
the separation of Pakistan? If
it is disruptive in its effect, it
is no more so than the sepa-
ration of Hindu provinces
such as Karnataka from
Maharashtra, or Andhra from
Madras. Pakistan is merely
another manifestation of a
cultural unit demanding free-
dom. There is nothing new
about the resolution which
merely resuscitates the scheme
which was put forth by
Mohammad Iqbal in 1930. Mr
Rahmat Ali gave it the name
Pakistan. After Iqbal, there is
nothing new in linking the
northwestern provinces.”

“Uncannily, there is noth-
ing new in outing together
many districts of Bengal and
Assam into one province.
Viceroy Curzon had done it in
1905. The British or the
Anglo-Indian was not a
nation; Indians’ referred only
to the people of India.”

“French Orientalist Joseph

Renan has written that a
nation is a living soul, a spir-
itual principle. The Doctor
continues: “The Hindus draw
their inspiration from the
Ramayana etc; whereas the
Muslims derive their inspira-
tion from the Quran and
Hadith”. Thus, the things that
divide and the things that
unite, in Ambedkar’s opinion,
there is no argument against
the claim for partition if they
insist upon it.

The Doctor quotes Lord
Acton’s phrase that Pakistan is
a soul wandering in search of
a body. Ambedkar went deep
into the subject and showed
that the Indian army then
was dominated in numbers by
Muslim Punjabis, but their pay
and perks were indirectly paid
for by the Hindu provinces. He
concluded by writing that in
any case it is better to have the
enemy outside the borders
rather than inside.

To go back to the Kashmir
problem, could it be that the
Government in Delhi and the
Governor in Srinagar are
unable to relate to the
Kashmiris who are of a differ-
ent faith? They begin with
God, move on to the Prophet
and then to the scripture. On
the other hand, we do not
have a single authoritative
book or Prophet, but are
believers in karma. Their way

of thinking, in the lingo of
logic, is called deductive,
which begins with a premise
and ends with a logical con-
clusion, top down. Our faith
is inductive and begins with
ground realities to move
upwards till it reaches a con-
clusion. A few scholars realise
the huge gulf between the two
categories of faiths, Abrahamic
and Eastern.

The Abrahamic method
of approaching the issue
would be to shoot and kill,
whereas the Eastern way
would be to worry about the
relationship between the two
sides after the bullets and
battles. This explains that we
are an ancient civilisation and
at the same time, have taken
nearly 75 years to get down to
grappling with the problem.

India and Pakistan were
born as independent countries
at the same time. Yet look at
the difference in the distance
covered by the two countries.
To overcome the gulf in the
Kashmir Valley, everyone
should understand one anoth-
er so that the Government of
India does not keep going
round and round the mulber-
ry bush.

(The writer is a well-
known columnist, an author
and a former member of the
Rajya Sabha. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Sir — The Constitution gives us the right
to protest, but unorganised protests make
life of commoners difficult. Roadblocks
cause traffic problems and as a result, the
public suffers. This also leads to excess fuel
consumption and ultimately more pollu-
tion. Road is public property. Therefore,
it should be used in the same way. The
method of agitating the public by block-
ing the roads is wrong. To get the atten-
tion of the Government, roads are
blocked. But, the protestors don't care that
the public is suffering unnecessarily.

Just like the protesters have questions,
the common people also have a question,
why are people being harassed by block-
ing the road through this movement?
Delhi is a busy city and the police have
to always be on their toes. In such a sit-
uation, there is an agitation by blocking
the road. This puts a lot of pressure on the
police. The public will not have difficul-
ty when protests are staged in a more
organised and peaceful way. It is the duty
of the protesters to take care of this. Now,
the Supreme Court has told the farmers
what is right. The apex court said that the
farmers have the right to protest but they
cannot block the roads and the farmers
must abide by the decision.

Jayesh Rane  | Mumbai 
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Sir — It is definitely a milestone that India
has administered 100 crore doses so far,
but not a moment to celebrate as only 30
per cent of the population is fully vacci-
nated. Approximately 88 crore addition-
al doses are needed to fully vaccinate the
adult population. Even so, India must
stand-up and salute all scientists, doctors,
frontline workers as well as vaccine man-
ufacturers, in making India proud with
vaccine development and administering
the same to a billion people. Hats off to
all.

But, how a publicity lover, power
hungry Government, will not take the
credit for it as the Assembly polls are
coming closer? As a second country after
China, India crossed the billion vaccines
mark, but the way India used its resources

to drain for upgrading or boosting the
image of Prime Minister Narendra Modi
is not worth it. Israel, which has a
record of administering double dose to
the entire population, has never drained
its resources to boost the image of their
political leader. The truth is that we could
have been here in July; only if the
Government had been proactive. By
not vaccinating sooner, it has hurt India's
economy too. 

Bidyut K Chatterjee | Faridabad
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Sir — Is the situation in Kashmir snow-
balling into a major national problem?
Otherwise, how would one explain the
former J&K Governor Satya Pal Malik's
contention that everything was normal
during his tenure and things have
changed drastically overnight. Is the
abrogation of Article 370 slowly repuls-
ing with renewed vigour from the natives
or is it a ploy from neighbouring coun-
try, not to speak of new developments in

Afghanistan, or is it a spontaneous revolt
from among Kashmiris to assert their
rights or combination of all the three that
is pushing the Indian Government to a
corner?

It is during such a time of crisis that
an acute need arises for cooperation of
all political parties to douse the embers
of communal disharmony and friction
between locals and non-locals as India
is a free country where people can live
as they wish without any feeling of alien-
ation. Only a multi pronged approach of
following a democratic process of listen-
ing to all and acting thereupon, duly pro-
tecting human rights of the people may
lead to a semblance of return to peace.
More all party meetings where ‘doodh ka
doodh aur paani ka paani’ should be dis-
cussed threadbare with a give and take
approach to reach a viable solution.   

D Nagarjuna | Hyderabad
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AKashmiri acquaintance
recently described the
situation in Kashmir as
a continuation of the

Indo-Pak conflict by proxy. The
soft locals fear that their Valley
will soon be filled with outsiders,
whereas tougher Kashmiris look
at the abolition of Article 370 as
an opportunity to prolong the
fight.

At least from the time of Sir
Syed Ahmed Khan of Aligarh
fame, the belief that the British
dispossessed Siraj-ud-Daulah of
Bengal, Tipu Sultan of Mysore
and Wajid Ali Shah of Awadh,
has lingered. The feeling also is
that when the British Crown left
India, it should have the courtesy
to “return it to us”. Homeland
and New Medina was the cause
of Partition. This was also MA
Jinnah’s decoy for British ears in
1946-47.

Maulana Abdul Kalam Azad
firmly opposed the partition of
India because in a hundred years,
India would have had a Muslim
majority. In 1983, a Pakistani jour-
nalist visited Tehran to interview
Iran’s religious dictator Ayatollah
Khomeini, in connection with the
celebrations around Pakistan Day,
namely March 23. The inter-
viewer’s final question was: What
did Khomeini sahib think of
Qaid-e-Azam Jinnah? The
Ayatollah’s answer was: He was a
brilliant man but could have ben-
efited from vision. He should have
been patient and his community
would have gotten the whole of
India, not merely its crumbs. But
then, Jinnah was not a momin but
a recently minted coin.

It is true that until 1935,
Jinnah was widely called “the
ambassador of Hindu-Muslim
unity”, a term coined by Sarojini
Naidu. In his presidential address
on the eve of proposing the
Pakistan Resolution in 1940,
Jinnah said, “We know that the
history of the last 1,200 years has
failed to achieve unity and has
witnessed India always divided
into Hindu India and Muslim
India. Muslim India cannot
accept any constitution which
must result in a Hindu majority
Government; in combination
with democracy, it would be a
Hindu Raj which Muslims, can-
not tolerate.

The Qaid’s other contention
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Germany’s federal elections have
delivered the suspense promised
by the polls: a close race between
the two grand old parties (the

Union, i.e., CDU & CSU combined and
the Social Democrats, SPD) and a frac-
tured mandate in which none of the polit-
ical parties represented in the German
Parliament (Bundestag) can form the gov-
ernment own their own. Although the
winner of the elections, SPD, is current-
ly an ally in Angela Merkel’s “Grand
Coalition”, it has been traditionally as well
as ideologically an arch political rival of
the conservative “Union” — the party
alliance of CDU (now commonly known
as “Merkel’s Party”) and CSU which
together stand as the second winner. 

The SPD beat the Union by a slim mar-
gin of less than one per cent (25.7 per cent
vs 24.1 per cent). Yet the difference feels
monumental to Germany’s national polit-
ical landscape: for the first time in almost
20 years, the SPD ended the race ahead of
the Union. 

The main reason for the result may be
found in the loss of the “Merkel factor”. Her
immense popularity among the vast spec-
tra of voters from moderate to left led to
the Union’s successive electoral victories.
But with her departure as Federal
Chancellor, this unifying factor vanished.
And with it a certain cohesion within the
party. Merkel herself did little to build a sec-
ond line of leadership and empower a suc-
cessor to lead the Union and win the
upcoming elections. Her only endorsement
went unsuccessful when Annegret Kramp-
Karrenbauer succeeded her as head of party
(CDU) in 2018 but did not stand up to the
party’s expectations. She had to make way
in early 2021 for the current chancellor can-
didate Armin Laschet. 

The unclear mandate throws up three
possible scenarios for government forma-
tion: A renewal of the incumbent Grand
Coalition finds no friends within the par-
ties nor the public and has since been ruled
out. This leaves Union or SPD only the
option of taking on board two of the small-
er parties to form a governing majority in
the German Bundestag. Any coalition with
the right-wing populist party AfD had been
ruled out beforehand by all four.

Both Union and SPD derive the equal
claim to form the next government. It is not
the 0.8 percent lead that gives the SPD the
advantage in taking the reins. In the past
days, the Union found itself increasingly
engaged in negative debates about conse-
quences from the historically bad election
results while the SPD managed to reinforce
its public perception of a winner. Their light
improvement — still their third-worst result
in the history of Germany’s post-war elec-
tions — lets the party and their chancel-
lor-to-be Olaf Scholz shine.

Despite being hailed as winner of this
election, Scholz faces a difficult situation
as he has to negotiate with two more par-
ties to form a majority government in the
Bundestag. 
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India has to make its armed
forced self-reliant —
‘Aatmanirbhar’. The Army

accounts for more than half of
the total defence budget of
India, with most of the expen-
diture going into the mainte-
nance of cantonments, salaries
and pensions, instead of crit-
ical arms and ammunition. 

On February 1, 2020,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman earmarked
�4,71,378 crore for the
Ministry of Defence (MoD).
Of the total allocation,
�3,23,053 crore was provided
for the Defence Services
Estimates (DSE) and Defence
Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO). The
balance allocation is distrib-
uted between defence pensions
and MoD (Civil). Representing
a growth of 9.4 per cent,

MoD's overall allocation trans-
lates into an increase of
�40,367 crore. This raises the
question, how would this
increase affect India's defence
and modernisation in partic-
ular?

This budget is just 1.7 per
cent of the GDP, which is just
not sufficient for the moderni-
sation of defence forces keep-
ing in view the threat percep-
tion from China and Pakistan.

India emerged as the sec-
ond-largest importer of arms
transferred between 2016-20,
with a share of 9.5 per cent of
global arms imports. To make
India self-reliant, the
Ordnance Factory Board
(OFB) has been split into
seven government-owned cor-
porate entities to help improve-
self-reliance in defence pre-
paredness. Business in the

seven new entities started from
October 1, 2021. These new
companies are: Troop
Comforts Limited (TCL);
Yantra India Limited (YIL);
Gliders India Limited (GIL);
India Optel Limited (IOL);
Advanced Weapons and
Equipment India Limited
(AWE India); and Armoured
Vehicles Nigam Limited
(AVANI).

The companies now have
an order book of �65,000
crore. These orders were
already in the pipeline and

were just shifted to the new
entities. These companies have
complete functional autonomy
and the interests of the
employees are fully protected.

According to Defence
Minister Raj Nath Singh, “It is
to transform the Ordnance
Factories to improve expertise
in product range; profitable
and productive assets; ensure
self-reliance; enhance cost
effectiveness and improve
quality and increase compet-
itiveness.”

The Centre, in May 2020,
had announced increasing the
FDI limit from 49 per cent to
74 per cent under the automat-
ic route in the defence sector.
The government has been
emphasising boosting indige-
nous defence manufacturing.
The Ministry has set a goal of
a turnover of �1.75 lakh crore

in defence manufacturing by
2025 that included an export
target of �35,000 crore worth
of military hardware.

Despite these initiatives,
India's military industry capa-
bility shows a sorry picture and
the private sector is still not
being treated as a partner in
India's quest for higher self-
reliance. A GE 404 engine
from the US powers the much-
hyped indigenous Light
Combat Aircraft (LCA), while
the radar is sourced from
Israel. The Kaveri engine
development by the Gas
Turbine Research
Establishment (GTRE) has
been an unmitigated disaster.
German MTU engines power
the Main Battle Tank (MBT),
the showpiece indigenous
tank. Despite the hike in FDI,
the inflow has only been $300

million from April to
September 2020; largely due to
the number of caveats for
allowing 76 per cent FDI.

The Kalam Committee
assessed our Self Reliance
Index (SRI) in 1993 as 30 per
cent, with a road map to
increase it to 70 per cent in a
decade's time. The committee
had identified a number of
critical subsystems like the
focal plane array, passive seek-
ers, stealth, AESA radar, RLG
and carbon fibres where India's
design and development qual-
ity needs to be ramped up.
Weapons, propulsion and sen-
sors remain the main bugbears
of India's design capability in
the DRDO and India's SRI has
not inched forward.

Technology transfer has
been India's major policy
mosaic to build major systems

and platforms since 1963 (in
the aftermath of the MiG-21
aircraft). HAL has been pro-
ducing Sukhoi Su-30 on the
basis of technology transfer
documents from Russia.
Similar is the story of the T90
produced in the Avadi tank
factory. 

The major problem afflict-
ing the OFB is not the lack of
autonomy or accountability
but the wherewithal to
improve capability. Its corpo-
ratisation has to be seen in the
overall context of improving
India's military industry capa-
bility, self-reliance quotient,
design capability in critical sys-
tems and quality, time and
cost-effectiveness and involve-
ment of private players in
defence manufacturing as
partners in tandem with
OEMs and design houses. 
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The two parties that find them-
selves in a position as unusual as
convenient are the Green Party and
the FDP (Germany’s Liberal Party).
The Greens emerged with their best
ever result of a Federal Election,
largely fuelled by their political
stance on climate change.
Conversely, the Liberals (FDP)
openly favour the Union for a gov-
ernment as they see more ideolog-
ical overlap with their economy-
focused politics. It is this divergent
ideological positioning, which led to
FDP and Greens meeting first for
initial talks to iron out differences
and explore common grounds.
There can be no Government with-
out the support of these two small-
er parties. All in all, Germany is
readying up for a new era of three-
party coalition.

Now the country witnesses
that the CDU - stately centre of
power for 50 years in the past --
finds itself discussing internal con-
sequences of their election result.
Despite gaining almost the same
number of seats as that of the SPD,
the party faces calls from within
that the disappointing result would
not suffice as mandate to form a
government and too, criticism of
the common chancellor candidate,
Armin Laschet.The party is sledg-
ing its own (elected) candidate
while he is engaged in coalition
talks with the Greens and
Liberals.With the impaired bargain-
ing position, the Union would find
it challenging to deliver sufficient
arguments to convince Greens and
FDP to join a so-called Union-led
“Jamaica Coalition” (dubbed for its
colour combination of the black,

green and yellow parties). Instead,
the country is preparing for a so-
called “traffic light”-coalition of Red
(SPD), Yellow (FDP) and Green.

On last Sunday, both SPD and
Green Party received the blessing
from their respective party commit-
tees to go ahead with negotiations
to form the next German Federal
Government. The FDP is expected
to follow suit. Seen as the “odd man
out” earlier in the three way-coali-
tion, their charismatic leader
Christian Lindner was quick to pre-
empt doubts about the party’s agree-
ment to go ahead with the talks.
This is seen as the main obstacle
removed. The unanimity among the
three new partners is not perceived
without scepticism: in 2017, the
FDP withdrew from three-way-
talks (on a “Jamaica coalition” with
CDU/CSU and Greens) at an
advanced stage. This time, howev-
er, the Union of CDU and CSU does
not seem to pose an attractive
alternative anymore.

The ensued discussion initially
centred around personnel: Public
polls (before the election) displayed
a considerably higher popularity of
the CSU party head and Chief
Minister of the Free State of Bavaria
— Markus Söder — as compared to
Laschet. Söder’s candidacy was
rejected by the CSU’s much larger
sister partyCDU (of which Laschet
is a member). While many in the
party expect Söder to run for
Chancellor in 2025, the main focus
is now on reconciliation, renewal
and display of unity. At a party sum-
mit of the Union’s youth organisa-
tion, a new path was already
declared before the new government

is formed: Merkel’s party will accept
the unusual role in opposition
rather than risk the “experiment” of
heading a potentially unstable three-
party-government under a weak-
ened leader. It would not befit the
self-concept of a party whose roots
of success lie in stability. It has now
four years to shed off the weight of
the Merkel persona. Sacrificing its
top candidate Laschet, who is
incumbent Chief Minister of
Germany’s most populous state
North Rhine-Westphalia, is a price
the Union seems to be willing to pay.

The rift within CDU and CSU
is an unwelcome damper for the
Liberals’ hope to form a conserva-
tive-liberal government again after
the Merkel II cabinet (2009-2013).
It leaves the FDP with little hope to
play a larger role in the upcoming
government. Having scored 11.5
percent in the elections, the tradi-
tional role of providing the Deputy
Federal Chancellor and Foreign
Minister will fall to the Green Party
- regardless of which party will lead
the government. 

Germany is a leader in the
European Union (EU) and sees its
future at the heart of it. Accordingly,
other EU member states are eager-
ly awaiting the imminent outcome
of the coalition talks. Larger deci-
sions such as Free Trade Agreement
negotiations may be postponed
until then. Additionally, it might
take months (as it did in 2017) for
the parties to come to an agreement.
With a general understanding
among all three parties underway,
Germany could have a new govern-
ment and Federal Chancellor by
Christmas.
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A35-year-old Bangladeshi
man, the key suspect who

was arrested overnight in con-
nection with a slew of violence
against Hindus and mob
attacks on temples in the coun-
try during Durga Puja festivi-
ties, would be interrogated by
security agencies, police said 
on Friday.

Iqbal Hossain was arrested
from Cox’s Bazar sea beach
area on Thursday night after a
massive hunt and is suspected
to be the one who placed a copy
of the Quran at a Durga Puja
venue in Cumilla, some 100 km
southeast of Dhaka.

Attacks on Hindu temples
have been reported in
Bangladesh since last
Wednesday after an alleged
blasphemous post surfaced on
social media during the Durga
Puja celebrations.

On late Sunday night, a
mob damaged 66 houses and
set on fire at least 20 homes of
Hindus in Bangladesh.

“We have arrested (eastern)
Cumilla’s Iqbal Hossain, who is
the key suspect of the one
week’s of widespread commu-
nal unrest from the Cox’s Bazar
beach,” a police headquarters
spokesman said.

He added that police and

other security and intelligence
agencies would now interrogate
Hossain, whom the police ear-
lier described as a “vagabond”.

TV footage showed
Hossain was brought under
heavy security escorts from
Cox’s Bazar to Cumilla by road
while officials said after initial
interrogation he would be pro-
duced before a court seeking
him to be placed under police
remand for next several days.

“We expect the court to
order him to be remanded in
our custody when several other
security and intelligence agen-
cies would interrogate him as
well,” another police officer in
Cumilla said.

The violence erupted on
October 13 after a copy of
Islam’s holy book of Quran was

found at the feet of a Hindu
goddess in Cumilla ahead of
the Hindu community’s Durga
Puja. Bangladesh Hindu-
Buddhist-Christian Unity
Council said over 70 temples,
makeshift puja pavilions and
many Hindu households were
burnt or damaged across
Bangladesh in subsequent vio-
lence which drew sharp inter-
national concern.

Social media was widely
used to spread the unrest, forc-
ing authorities to briefly 
suspend Facebook and internet
connectivity to contain 
the violence.

Police said they had
launched a massive manhunt
for Hossain based on the clue
from the security camera
footage at the Cumilla’s 
puja pavilion.

Their initial investigations
indicated he was a vagabond
while family members claimed
he was a mentally imbalanced
person. However,  police said
even if the claim was true
some vested quarters could
have used him to instigate the
violence.

“This could not be mere a
task of a vagabond; somebody
is definitely there behind the
incident to instigate the
attacks,” Hindu rights activist
Rana Dasgupta said.
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Two foreigners, including
one from India, were killed

and three wounded in a shoot-
ing at a restaurant in the
Mexican Caribbean resort
town of Tulum, authorities
said on Thursday.

Authorities said one of the
dead women was from
Germany and the other from
India. The three wounded
included two Germans and a
tourist from the Netherlands.

The shooting broke out
Wednesday night at a street-
side eatery that has some out-
door tables, right off Tulum’s
main strip.

The fight was between two
groups that operate street-level
drug sales in the area, the
Quintana Roo state prosecutor’s
office said in a statement. The
tourists were apparently dining
at the restaurant and may have
been caught in the crossfire.

One woman died at the
scene and the other in a hospi-

tal. One of the aggressors, who
was also wounded, was subse-
quently arrested. There was no
immediate word on the condi-
tion of the wounded tourists.

Tulum has experienced
growing pains moving from
laid back beach retreat to major
international destination. It
had long been spared the vio-
lence seen sporadically in larg-
er Cancun and Playa del
Carmen farther up the coast.

But in June, two men were
shot to death on the beach in
Tulum and a third was wound-
ed. The administration of
President Andres Manuel
Lopez Obrador has pinned its
hopes on Tulum, where it has
announced plans to build an
international airport and a
stop for the Maya train, which
will run in a loop around the
Yucatan peninsula.

But Quintana Roo state,
where beach resorts like Tulum,
Playa del Carmen and Cancun
are located, has been plagued by
both violence and corruption.
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Two months after the
Taliban seized power in

Afghanistan, one of the coun-
try’s once-prominent female
leaders — a former parlia-
ment member, candidate for
president and a nominee for
the Nobel Peace Prize  — is vis-
iting the United Nations, not as
a representative of her govern-
ment but as a woman in exile.

In an interview with The
Associated Press, Fawzia Koofi
called for humanitarian aid sent
to Afghanistan to be contingent
on the participation of women
in its distribution, as well as free
and safe travel for Afghans into
and out of the country.

Aid “should not be politi-
cized. ... Women should be
involved in every stage of it and
they should be listened to.
Women should not be only the
recipients,” said Koofi, part of
a delegation of Afghan women
visiting the UN to urge mem-
ber states not to compromise
on inclusion and equal rights.

Since fleeing Kabul in
August, Koofi has been living in

hotel rooms in Europe. She
described the pain of separation
from her country, of two decades
of hopes dashed and of search-
ing for permanent residence for
herself and her two daughters.

“This is not an Afghanistan
I fought for,” she told the AP.
“The Afghanistan that I was
hoping for was (that) women
should not suffer as much as I
suffered during my childhood,
during the time that I was a
teenager, when (the) Taliban
took over.”

“I wanted other girls to

enjoy at least the freedom of
choosing which school they
should go. But now, their
choice is limited to which
room in their houses they
should spend during the day.
This is heartbreaking.”

Koofi, a former deputy
speaker of parliament, was one
of only four women in talks to
reach a power-sharing deal
with the Taliban, which ulti-
mately failed. She described
watching the Taliban’s com-
mitment to negotiations change
after they signed  a peace
agreement with the United
States in February 2020.

“After they signed the
agreement, they were more
extreme and they were more
into buying time, preferring a
military strategy,” she said.

Taliban fighters pursued
that strategy in the summer,
seizing province after province
until they reached Kabul in
August. When then-President
Ashraf Ghani fled, the Taliban
entered the capital, sparking
panic among many who had
opposed their rule and feared
for their lives and futures.
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China on Friday said there is
“no room” for compromise

or concessions over the issue of
Taiwan, following a comment
by US President Joe Biden that
the US is committed to defend-
ing the island if it is attacked. 

Foreign Ministry spokesper-
son Wang Wenbin reasserted
China’s longstanding claim that
the island is its territory at a daily
briefing after Biden made his
comment a day before at a
forum hosted by CNN. 

China has recently upped
its threat to bring Taiwan under
its control by force if necessary

by flying warplanes near the
island and rehearsing 
beach landings. 

“When it comes to issues
related to China’s sovereignty
and territorial integrity and
other core interests, there is no
room for China to compromise
or make concessions, and no
one should underestimate the
strong determination, firm will
and strong ability of the
Chinese people to defend
national sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity,” Wang said. 

“Taiwan is an inalienable
part of China’s territory. The
Taiwan issue is purely an inter-
nal affair of China that 

allows no foreign interven-
tion,” Wang said.

Biden’s comments on
Thursday were viewed as
stretching the “strategic ambi-
guity” Washington has main-
tained over how it would
respond to an assault on the
self-governing island republic.

The US should “be cau-
tious with its words and actions
on the Taiwan issue, and not
send any wrong signals to the
separatist forces of Taiwan
independence, so as not to
seriously damage China-US
relations and peace and stabil-
ity in the Taiwan Strait,” 
Wang said. 
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Coronavirus infections and
deaths in Russia climbed

on Friday to another pandem-
ic record, putting a growing
strain on the country’s health
care system.

The government coron-
avirus task force reported
37,141 new infections and
1,064 deaths in the past 24
hours. That brought Russia’s
death toll to 228,453, Europe’s
highest by far.

Russian President Vladimir

Putin has responded to the
worsening situation by order-
ing Russians to stay off work
from Oct. 30 to Nov. 7, when
the country is already observ-
ing an extended holiday. 

Russian authorities expect
the order to help limit the
spread of the virus by keeping
them out of offices and off pub-
lic transportation, where mask
mandates have been widely
ignored. The government also
urged local authorities to tight-
en their own restrictions dur-
ing the period.

#	��� 3�-%"26(02

The US is concerned about
the Chinese hypersonic

missiles, President Joe Biden
has said, days after a media
report claimed that China
recently tested a nuclear-capa-
ble hypersonic missile that
caught America’s intelligence
by surprise.

Asked at the White House
on Thursday if the US is con-
cerned about the latest hyper-
sonic missile tests by China,
Biden told reporters, “Yes”.
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Forty-three countries have
called on China to “ensure

full respect for the rule of law”
for the Muslim Uyghur com-
munity in Xinjiang, in a state-
ment read at the United
Nations on Thursday that
sparked outrage from Beijing.

The declaration, signed by
the United States as well as sev-
eral European and Asian mem-
ber states and others, accused
China of a litany of human
rights violations against the
Uyghurs, including torture,
forced sterilisation and 
forced disappearances.

“We call on China to allow
immediate, meaningful and
unfettered access to Xinjiang for
independent observers, includ-
ing the UN High Commissioner
for Human Rights and her
office,” the countries said in a
joint statement, read at the
United Nations by France.

“We are particularly con-
cerned about the situation in
the Xinjiang Uyghur
Autonomous Region,” the state-
ment continued, citing “credi-
ble” reports that “indicate the
existence of a large network of
‘political reeducation’ camps
where over a million people
have been arbitrarily detained.”
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Bangkok: Myanmar’s junta has
re-arrested more than 100 anti-
coup protesters freed in a
recent amnesty, according to a
local monitoring group that
tracks detentions and killings.

The Southeast Asian
nation has been in chaos since
the February coup, with more
than 1,100 killed in a crack-
down on dissent and over
8,000 arrested, according to the
Assistance Association for
Political Prisoners (AAPP).

On Monday, the military
announced it would free more
than 5,000 people over the three-
day Buddhist Thadingyut festival,
sending anxious families rushing
to jails in the hope of being reunit-
ed with their loved ones. AFP
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The country’s foreign
exchange reserves rose by

USD 1.492 billion to reach
USD 641.008 billion in the
week ended October 15, RBI
data showed on Friday.

In the previous week ended
October 8, the reserves had
increased by USD 2.039 billion
to USD 639.516 billion. The
reserves had touched a lifetime
high of USD 642.453 billion in
the week ended September 3,
2021.

In the reporting week
ended October 15, the rise in
the forex kitty was mainly on
account of an increase in for-
eign currency assets (FCAs), a
major component of the over-
all reserves

FCAs rose by USD 950
million to USD 577.951 billion,
as per weekly data by the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

Expressed in dollar terms,
the foreign currency assets
include the effect of apprecia-
tion or depreciation of non-US
units like the euro, pound and
yen held in the foreign
exchange reserves.

Gold reserves climbed by
USD 557 million to USD
38.579 billion in the reporting
week, the data showed.

The special drawing rights
(SDRs) with the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) declined
by USD 21 million to USD
19.247 billion.

The country’s reserve posi-
tion with the IMF rose by
USD 6 million to USD 5.231
billion.
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Market benchmarks nursed
losses for the fourth con-

secutive session on Friday,
weighed by IT, FMCG and
metal stocks, as risk appetite
remained subdued amid muted
corporate earnings and foreign
fund outflows. 

Participants were also in

wait-and-watch mode ahead of
Q2 results by market heavy-
weight Reliance Industries,
traders said.  Reversing early
gains, the 30-share BSE Sensex
fell 101.88 points or 0.17 per
cent to close at 60,821.62.   On
similar lines, the broader NSE
Nifty shed 63.20 points or 0.35
per cent to finish at 18,114.90.

ITC was the top laggard in

the Sensex pack, tumbling 3.39
per cent, followed by Maruti,
Infosys, NTPC, HCL Tech,
Tata Steel and M&M.

On the other hand, HDFC,
Bajaj Auto, IndusInd Bank,
Kotak Bank, Axis Bank, Bajaj
Finserv and Titan were among
the winners, rising up to 2.11
per cent. 

On a weekly basis, the

Sensex lost 484.33 points or
0.79 per cent, while the Nifty
fell 223.65 points or 1.21 per
cent. 

“Despite a strong opening
owing to favourable global
cues, domestic indices contin-
ued its losing streak succumb-
ing to profit booking and bar-
ring banks and realty stocks, all
major sectors bled.  

#	��� 2&3�1&4%"

India Inc on Friday said the
country’s “hugely success-

ful” Covid-19 vaccination pro-
gramme under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s leadership
can boost economic growth
and help realise the vision of a
New India.  

Hailing crossing of the
100-crore vaccine doses mile-
stone, Modi on Friday said
India’s vaccination programme
was science-born, science-dri-
ven and science-based. 

In an address to the nation,
the Prime Minister also urged
people to keep following Covid
protocol during the festival
season and not drop their
guard. 

T V Narendran, president
of industry chamber CII, said,
“Under the leadership of the
Prime Minister, India has been
hugely successful in delivering
on the Covid vaccination pro-
gram, the largest in the world
driven by indigenously manu-
factured vaccines, which can
boost economic growth.”  

“With around 75 per cent
of adults inoculated, we can
now be confident about realiz-
ing the vision of a new India

where growth with inclusion
would be the way forward,” he
added. 

Pradeep Multani, presi-
dent, PHD Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, said
it is encouraging to note the
vaccination drive has not only
increased the confidence of
people, trade and industry, but
has also created positive eco-
nomic projections by various
national and international
organisations. 

Porus Doctor, partner and
consumer industry leader,
Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu
India LLP, said, “Whilst the
upcoming festive season will
bring some cheer to the con-
sumer sector with discretionary
spends on the rise, consumers
must exercise abundant caution
to ensure there is no spike in
COVID19 cases.”  stic) will
increase during the festive sea-
son and this augurs well for the
travel sector,” he added. 
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Department of
Te l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n

(DoT), has by way of gazette
notification, amended Indian
Telegraph RoW Rules
November, 2016 to prescribe
various terms and conditions
for laying overhead Optical
Fiber Cable (OFC).

Optical Fiber is a funda-
mental and structural part of
both mobile and fixed broad-
band networks. Faster rollout of
fibre is important for back-
hauling a large amount of data
at high throughput, improving
reliability, and reducing laten-
cy.

To achieve the objective of
universal broadband connec-
tivity at 50 Mbps to every cit-
izen, fiberisation of telecom-
munication networks is essen-
tial.

These DoT RoW Rules
earlier covered only under-
ground OFC and mobile tow-
ers and with this amendment
in place now, desired clarity for
laying overhead OFC is also
available which will go a long
way in creating necessary infra-
structure to cater to forthcom-
ing 5G rollouts in the country.

The amendment further
prescribes a one-time com-
pensation of Rs 1,000 per Km
for laying aerial OFC which
will bring further uniformity in
charging of fee/ levy by local
authorities for grant of per-
missions for this critical infra-
structure.

Welcoming the amend-
ment by the DoT, T. R. Dua,
Director General, Digital
Infrastructure Providers
Association (DIPA) said, “We
are thankful to the Minister of
Communications for initiating
the desired reforms for the
Telecom Infrastructure sector
also. We are sure this is just the
beginning and this amend-
ment will pave the way for
other major reforms in line,
encouraging investments and
faster deployment of critical
broadband infrastructure in
the country enabling rollout of
5G and various new technolo-
gies.

“We at DIPA are also work-
ing with other sectors such as
the Ministry of Power at Centre
and State level for laying aeri-
al OFC over existing electric
poles.
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Niti Aayog CEO Amitabh
Kant on Friday said India

can become the edtech capital
of the world, with the private
sector playing a key role and
the public sector acting as a
facilitator.

Speaking at a virtual con-
ference of Public Affairs
Forum of India (PAFI), Kant
also said India needs to sig-
nificantly improve its learning
outcomes, and technology can
help the country leapfrog in a
big way.

“I am confident that India
can become the edtech capital
of the world with the private
sector playing a key role and
the public sector acting as a
facilitator,” he said.

Kant said affordable inter-
net connectivity and technol-
ogy-based infrastructure are
the only ways to enhance the
education sector in the coun-
try.

“Relying only on physical
infrastructure will not be suf-
ficient,” he noted.According to
the Niti Aayog CEO, the Indian
edtech ecosystem has great
growth potential. 
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Yes Bank on Friday report-
ed a rise of 74.3 per cent in

its net profit for Q2FY22 on a
year-on-year basis. The lender’s
net profit during the preiod
under review rose to �225
crore from �129 crore for
Q2FY21.

However, the bank’s net
interest income declined on a
YoY basis to �1,512 crore from
�1,973 crore earned during
Q2FY21. In contrast, the non-
interest income rose by 30.2 per
cent during the period under
review to �778 crore from
�597 crore.

Similarly, the bank’s pro-
visions declined on a YoY
basis. It fell to � 377 crore from
�1,078 crore.“GNPA ratio at 15
per cent vs 15.6 per cent last
quarter, Overdue Book (31- 90
days) lower by Rs 6,000 crore
Q-o-Q,” the lender said in a
statement. 

“Resolution momentum
continues with �987 crore of
Cash Recoveries & �969 crore
of upgrades in Q2FY22.”

#���� 2&3�1&4%"

The Government on Friday
claimed that retail onion

prices are not extraordinarily
high to necessitate banning
export of the key kitchen sta-
ple and buffer stock are being
released to cool down the
prices further while prices of
food oils are still low despite the
high international prices. On
the other hand, experts say the
higher prices of food oils will
continue in the festive season
and will start softening from
December with arrival of new
crops and a possible decline in
global rates.

Addressing the press con-
ference, Union Food Secretary
Sudhanshu Pandey on Friday
the average onion price was
ruling at �41.5 per kg on
October 21, much lower than
�55.6 per kg in the year-ago
period. State Governments are
of the opinion that there is no
possibility of sharp increase in
onion prices in the coming
days as domestic kharif onion
production is estimated to be
higher at 43.88 lakh tonne in

the 2021-22 crop year (July-
June) as against 37.38 lakh
tonne in the year-ago period,
he said.        

As per the Government
data, retail prices were ruling at
� 48/kg in Delhi, �43/kg in
Mumbai, �37/kg in Chennai
and �57/kg in Kolkata on
Friday. The Food Secretary
said: “Onion prices are not
extraordinarily high. The aver-
age prices are lower than last
year.”          Market interven-
tion has already been initiated
to check prices of onion, but
the rates have not reached any-
where close to the level that
necessitates further immediate
action as per the Essential
Commodities Act, he said.       

Asked about plans to ban
onion exports, the Secretary
said, “There is no such sce-
nario. Exports are lower than
last year. It is better to monitor
than speculate.”   Already more
than 81,000 tonne of onion
from the buffer stock has been
released in the market where
prices are rising at a fast pace,
to improve availability and
control prices, he said.       
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You might know Palampur as the
tea capital of North India, owing
to its lush green tea gardens that

it is enveloped in. However, another
attribute that sets the town apart from
many other places is that it has pro-
duced the bravest of war heroes.

The recently released OTT hit
Shershaah has ensured that most peo-
ple know everything about late Captain
Vikram Batra, his life, his bravery and
about his birthplace, Palampur. Having
said that, not many know that the
Kargil hero who lost his life in 1999,
Captain Saurabh Kalia, was also born
in the same town of Kangra valley.
Kalia was an Indian Army officer who
was captured by Pakistan Army, along
with three other soldiers, tortured and
murdered. The news had taken the
country by shock and outrage. He was
one of the first martyrs of the Kargil
war, and the brutal killing of these sol-
diers had sundered the calm before the
storm.

Along with them, the famous
immortal names of Brigadier Sher Jang
Thapa, one of the recipients of the
Mahavir Chakra, Major Sudhir Walia,
posthumous awardee of Ashoka
Chakra, and Major Som Nath Sharma,
posthumous Param Vir Chakra
awardee, also come to my mind.
While Major Somnath and Brigadier
Thapa were world war martyrs, Major
Walia died while leading an assault on
a militant hideout in Kupwara district.
The three gallants mentioned above
were also born in the Kangra district.

Recently, I received an opportuni-
ty to explore Palampur and so, I made
it a point to visit memorials set up as
tribute to these heroes.

Johnnie Walker, a leading
scotch-whisky brand,

announces the launch of
#ReVibeTheNight, a one-of-a-
kind campaign to fill India’s
most beloved venues with
music, movement, people,
and magic. The brand has
roped in some trailblazing
artistes such as the renowned
hip-hop rapper,  Divine,
prominent electronic music
producer, Ritviz, and internet
sensation, Lisa Mishra, to
refuel the after-hour culture in
India through their live per-
formances in India’s most
loved hotspots.

Prior to the world going
into lockdown, the after-
hour culture in India thrived
at celebrated community
hubs that eventually became
a safe-haven for individuals,

a place where they found
their sense of self-expression
and belonging that fueled
progress. This community
was driven through the cul-
ture  of  l ive  music  and
enthralling performances
that created theirvery own
vibe, a vibe that built extra-
ordinary, forever-lasting
relationships.

The campaign was initi-
ated with a live performance
by Ritviz at Dragonfly in
New Delhi’s Aerocity yester-
day. From New Delhi the
platform will go live across
India including Bengaluru,
Mumbai, Kolkata, Jaipur,
Chandigarh ,  Chennai ,
Hyderabad, Pune, Goa and
Guwahati  t i l l  December
2021. Read on for our inter-
action with Ritviz:

�At what age did you start
learning music? What were
your initial hurdles?

I have a background in
classical music. My mom is an
Indian classical singer and
my dad plays the tabla.
Growing up, music surround-
ed the house. So, for me,
walking into music was very
easy. I was four-five years old
when I saw my mom doing

her riyaaz. 
Music was very effortless

because my mom never
pushed me to learn music. It
was something I really want-
ed to pursue, I wasn’t asked to
join. As I grew up learning
Indian classical music, I was
obviously also exposed to the
West and VH1 and all of that,
which pulled me closer to
other styles of music. 
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The ecological park is one of

the major tourist attractions of the
place. Besides the rich history that
it carries, honouring Shaheed
Captain Kalia, the nature park is
a scenic and tranquil sight locat-
ed on the banks of the Neugel
Khad. It is situated in the village
of Kwat and spreads over an area
of about 13 kilometres. While
offering the mesmerising view of
the Dhauladhar ranges in the
background, the attractions pre-
sent include bird-watching, boat-
ing, sight-seeing, and so on.

The Saurabh Van Vihar is also
home to a variety of flora and
fauna, and loqacious birds which
only elevate the beauty of the park.

The bridge augmented in tro-
colour heightens the patriotic fer-
vour in every visitor.

However, unfortunately, a
recent flood had destroyed the
park and so when I had visited the
location, I traced, from the ruins,
what it actually used to be. Boating
was discontinued, but pleasure-
activities like bird-watching,
around the beautiful lake, and
soaking in the nature could still be
carried out. I had goosebumps
throughout as the homage to the
fallen hero was inexpressible.

While hoping the park would
soon be repaired, I also feel more
ecological parks like these, as
dedications to the fallen brave,
should be built.

��2.����������
�73�783 ����� '(!(�!
�&�
���
��)(���
%+
�%��&
��"(�#
-���1) �#
��"
��1�1���!
�&�
!���(+(��!
%+
�&�
���,(�
1���.�!

�
�
������#	����$�5���
��	����
$������	��
�����

While staying in Palampur, I
decided to pay homage to the memo-
rial of Captain Batra, too. The
Shaheed Captain Vikram Batra
Government college, Palampur
(Kangra), came into existence in
1995 as Govt College, Palampur. It
was renamed in the memory of the
war hero in 1999.

It also contains the bust of the
late soldier, which says ‘Ye dil mangey
more’, something that Captain Batra
would say often to his comrades and
had, in turn, immortalised the slo-
gan. 

As we already know, Batra, 13
JAK Rifles, and his Delta company
was given the job of securing point
5,140. He was nicknamed SherShah

(for his unwavering courage) and
that was what he was called on the
Pakistani radios, too.

His company is credited with
killing around eight enemy soldiers
and recovering a heavy machine gun.

The capturing of point 5,140 set in
motion a chain of successful events
during the Kargil war.

Captain Batra had also, posthu-
mously, received the Param Vir
Chakra.
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�Do you recall your first
steps in the music industry?

In 2014, I released my
first EP Vizdumb and then I
released the five-track YUV in
2016. Udd Gaye was my first
major hit, and changed my life.

�Any advice for aspiring
artistes?

Don’t think of money, even
though it sounds absurd. You
have to give music the topmost
priority. If you chase anything
else then you’ll be caught up in
other things. 

Everything is built around
music for me. When I sit and
make music, I don’t do it to

please anyone, but because I
like it. The minute you lose
that, you lose the plot, you lose
music. It’s hard, so either find
the support system or find that
confidence to carry on.

�Who is your inspiration? 
My mother is the most

inspiring person in my life. For
every new song, her nod is a
validation and a push. 

Your set of influences in
your life make you. That is why
probably I have now started lis-
tening and learning other
styles and a lot more that
would probably inspire more
crazy culminations in the
future. The idea is to keep a
constant set of learning.

�What are your expectations
from the campaign?

I am extremely excited for
the campaign! The team at
Johnnie Walker, with their
#RevibeTheNight campaign, is
taking a bold step towards re-
energising the after-hour cul-
ture in India through live per-
formances across iconic com-
munity spaces, with all Covid-
19 safety measures in place. I
think with such initiatives, we
are responsibly moving back to
live gigs, which has really been
the best avenue to form a
connection with our audi-
ences, once again. Lisa Mishra
and I have also created a new
soundtrack for the campaign
and I really think that the audi-
ence will love it.
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Whenthe whole world and its
governments shut their
borders, owing to the
highly contagious Covid-

19 pandemic that continues to rage even
now, Maldives opened its doors to the
tourists as soon as they logistically
could. The island nation, comprising
over 1,200 islands, south and west to
India and Sri Lanka in the Arabian Sea
of the Indian Ocean, is counted among
the topmost luxury travel destinations.
The Maldivian Archipelago is the rich-
est in the marine eco-system and
forms a terrestrial ecore-
gion, together with the
Chagos Archipelago
and Lakshadweep.
The country’s con-
cept of one island
one resort offers
the exclusivity
sought the most
by those who
wish to isolate
themselves in a
tropical par-
adise.

Tu r q u o i s e
waters, white
sands, beautiful sun-
rises and perfect sun-
sets, life moves at a
leisurely pace on these
islands. For a human weary of the
toll — physical and mental — that the
pandemic has taken, it makes for a per-
fect international getaway, when there
are few other options available.
Lucrative packages encouraging fami-
ly travel is another considerable shift in
the Indian traveller perception. So if you
have had the Maldives on your bucket
list, this is the time to plan a trip.
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There is something magical about

the sand in the Maldives, I had heard.
It was only when I walked along the
beach that I realised how soft it felt
beneath the feet... and cool. The sand
here is largely made of pulverized coral
and coral pieces that have been excret-
ed by parrotfish (the sand they don't
want to eat comes out in the form of fine
powder!) and it does not heat up to the
scorching afternoon temperatures. They
say each fish is responsible for rough-
ly one ton of sand every year.

The clear water can put an aqua
shade card to shame with the range of
blue and green that it reflects. Sun glis-
tens hard, making you realise that you
are much closer to the equator now.
This makes frequent slathering of sun-
screen must, lest you end up with burnt
and peeling skin. I was quite intrigued
by the little holes in the sand, which I
am told are created by ghost crabs for
different purposes, including protection
from predation and from drying out,
storing food, and many others.

Most resorts comprise villas that
open into the sea and most of the vil-
las come with their private pools and
steps that take you down into the
lagoon. You can choose one with a
plunge pool and spend an entire day
doing just about nothing! The Emerald
Maldives Resort & Spa, where I stayed
was a five-star resort perfect for a lux-
ury secluded escape with sea-plane
transfers that set the mood.

My gorgeous villa had a spacious
deck that I happily converted into a
work-from-vacay station, resting my
sight — from time to time — by peer-
ing into the deep sea that extended as
far as the eyes could see. If you are
lucky, you may even sight dolphins as
I did quite by chance while enjoying
my morning cuppa. The view was sim-
ply magical.

A rich marine life surrounds the
island resort making it a part of a much
larger eco-system. To see baby sharks
swimming is perhaps the most common
sight around. The resort even has a spot
where you can feed the fish at a certain
time. A rare stingray can also be seen
swimming around along with a variety

of other beautiful fish.
Outside, there are plenty of activi-

ties that one can participate in includ-
ing riding the bicycles to go around the
island, beach activities, including ball
games, a kids zone, non-motorised
water sports and much more. I was
happy to be able to paddle my way
around like I did when I was a child.
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Maldivesis known to be a divers’

paradise. Counted among the top div-
ing sites in the world, Maldives has an
overwhelming diversity of marine life
with over 250 species of corals and
2,000-plus species of fish. Serious divers
can even go for liveaboard diving trips,
where you stay on a vessel for one or
more nights, going from one site to
another.

For others, there is scuba diving,
snorkelling and a whole lot of water
activities, such as dolphin cruise; fish-
ing on traditional Dhoni boats (Dhoni
is a local fishing community in the
Maldives that fishes using traditional
methods) and non-motorised water
sports such as standing paddle boat,
kayaking and ride on the catamaran. 

While scuba diving is for good
swimmers, non-swimmers like me can
take a shot at snorkelling. Each resort
has its diving centre or may be attached
to a diving centre based on a nearby
island. There are as many as 32 diving

points around the islands and each
offers different underwater vistas and
depth. I went snorkelling in the deep
waters of Makunudu with Euro-Divers,
stationed at Kagi Maldives Spa Island.
This point is perfect for relaxed divers
and is especially known for turtle-spot-

ting. It is a protected house reef and
home to eagle rays and harmless nurse
sharks, among others. Even Manta
rays occasionally pass by.

Careful following of instructions
and faith in my instructor are what I
needed to take that peek below for my

first ever snorkelling experience in the deep
seas. The world is magical underwater.
Watching the colourful fish swim along coral
reefs underneath is a sight to behold. A giant
turtle swam past nonchalantly, making my trip
even more memorable.

A spa-cation for wellness lovers
Spa and wellness are the two other highlights

for those visiting the Maldives. You need to com-
pletely detox and unwind after a good water
activity day. For a lot of leisure travellers, it’s their
main itinerary. Little wonder that many resorts
are exploring unique spa concepts to offer an
even more immersive programme for their stay.
Kagi Maldives Island resort, for one, is promot-
ing itself as an exclusive wellness luxury stay. A
five-star retreat in North Male Atoll, with 50 vil-
las, it is the destination’s first dedicated wellness
haven with a focus on restorative health, fitness
and nourishing menus.

Specially curated food menus are coupled
with wellness activities on this very quiet and
eco-conscious island. The spa therapies are
designed to rejuvenate the body and mind and
can be developed into a full-fledged itinerary by
wellness seekers.

For instance, their sound spa session
reminded me of Naad Aradhana that I have
experienced nearer home in the past. Similar
in concept, but using different sound instru-
ments from around the world and sound
vibrations — all gentle — the therapist nudges
one to focus within, helping you relax deeply.
Something like a spa for the soul. Opt for an

evening session that coincides with the sunset
for greater impact.
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This is not to say that the pandemic does

not exist. Lest you throw caution to the
winds and to keep its people safe, the
Maldivian government has strict rules in
place for the visitors. For starters, all travellers
must present a certificate of a negative PCR test
carried out within 96 hours before departure,
clearly showing the name and address of the
laboratory, as well as the date of the sample
taken.

You also have to complete a health decla-
ration form and upload your negative test
result within 24 hours of your departure flight.
Once you do that, you are issued a QR code
that allows airport officials to verify your infor-
mation and approve your stay in the Maldives.
Some resorts ask for online check-ins and seek
a better understanding of their guests through
apps or digital questionnaires.

For those opting to stay in more than one
resort, an additional RTPCR test may be
required before they check-in. Indians are
required to get another certificate of a nega-
tive PCR test to regain entry into the coun-
try. The Maldives has strict contact tracing,
quarantine norms and other Covid-19 relat-
ed procedures in place. The travellers must
read the fine print carefully before setting out.
One must be prepared if caught in a situation,
albeit accidentally.
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JAISMINE EASE INTO SECOND ROUND OF WNB
Hisar: Asian Championship bronze-medallist
Jaismine and defending champion Pwilao
Basumatary of Assam advanced to the second round
of the 60kg category with convincing victories in
the Women’s National Boxing Championships
here on Friday. Representing Haryana, Jaismine
comfortably beat Chhattisgarh’s Rajbala by the unan-
imous 5-0 verdict in her opening round, while
Basumatary out-punched Karnataka’s Theertha
Lakshmi at the St Joseph’s International School here.

SAMEER TO ENTER QUATERFINALS
Odense: India’s Sameer Verma notched up a stun-
ning straight-game win over world no.3 Anders
Antonsen to storm into the quarterfinals but it was
curtains for Lakshya Sen at the Denmark Open
Super 1000 badminton tournament here. World No
28 Sameer, who had qualified for the World Tour
Finals in 2018 after winning three titles, produced
a sensational performance to outwit local hero
Antonsen 21-14 21-18 in a 50-minute men’s singles
battle on Thursday. The 27-year-old from Madhya
Pradesh will lock horns with 33-year-old Tommy
Sugiarto, a bronze winner at the 2014 World
Championships

AMATEUR AVANI WON HERO WPGTN SEASON
Panchkula: Amateur Avani Prashanth won her sec-
ond title of the season as she held off the seasoned
Amandeep Drall by a shot to win the 11th leg of
the Hero Women’s Pro Golf Tour here on Friday.
Avani and Amandeep played even par rounds,
which helped the former stay ahead to emerge vic-
tor at the Panchkula Golf Club. Avani totalled 2-
under 214, while Amandeep aggregated 1-under
215.Three players, Pranavi Urs (76), Jahanvi Bakshi
(73) and Vani Kapoor (73) were tied for third place
at 4-over 219. Seher Atwal (75) was sixth at 221 and
Rhea Jha (73) was seventh. Saaniya Sharma, ama-
teur Kriti Chowhan and Hitaashee Bakshi occupied
the eighth to 10th places.
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PANDYA WILL BE AN IMPACT PLAYER FOR INDIA:
RAHANE
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I AM READY TO BACK WARNER’S ABILITY: FINCH
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Amentor can only help as
much because it is the play-

ers who will have to go out there
and perform the “actual task”, the
legendary Sunil Gavaskar said on
the appointment of Mahendra
Singh Dhoni as the Indian team
mentor for the T20 World Cup.

India will play Pakistan on
Sunday in the Super 12s and
Gavaskar feels that in this format
Virat Kohli’s team can’t be termed
clear favourites.

“Mentor can’t do much,”
Gavaskar told Aaj Tak. 

“Yes, he can help you prepare
in change room as its a fast-paced
game and if needed, help you
tweak the tactic.” 

“May be speak to batters
and bowlers during time-out, so
the move to employ Dhoni is a
good one but Dhoni will be in the
change room and its the players
who have to perform the actual
task in the middle. How they
handle pressure would deter-
mine what the result will be,”
Gavaskar said during the event.

Gavaskar feels Kohli will feel
lesser pressure now that he has

decided to quit captaincy in the
T20 format.

“When you become a cap-
tain, you can’t just think about
yourself, he has to speak to a bat-
ter who is going through a bad
patch or discuss strategies with a
bowler.

“Amid all this, one tends to
neglect his own form. When
you don’t have that pressure,
you can focus on your own
game. I think it will be good for
Virat that after T20 World Cup,
he doesn’t have to think about
responsibilities. 

“So he can focus on his own

game and score as many runs as
possible,” he added. 

Gavaskar, one of the most
respected voices in world crick-
et, also pointed out that India’s
failure to win knock-out games in
global tournaments has been
primarily due to the faulty team
selections.

“India’s problem in big
matches has been team combina-
tion. If they would have got final
XI selection right in knock out
games, they would have had less
problems. At times, your thought
process is different,” he said.

“In knock-outs and finals,
you should bat first, put runs on
the board, whatever you put, 140
may be, the other team has to
score and it’s not always easy to
score at seven runs per over in
international cricket,” he
explained.

In T20 cricket, Gavaskar has
found one flaw with the Indian
batting and that’s losing momen-
tum between overs 7 and 12.

“India’s batting weakness has
been in the overs after Powerplay,
between 7 and 12. After 7 overs,
we start struggling.  
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AFrench court trying an alleged black-
mail case involving Real Madrid for-

ward Karim Benzema and four other
defendants expects to render its verdict
on Friday.

Benzema hasn’t been attending
the trial that opened Wednesday in
Versailles and is scheduled to wrap
up Friday. He is charged with com-
plicity in the alleged attempt in
2015 to blackmail France teammate

Mathieu Valbuena over a sex tape
thought to have been

stolen from his
mobile phone.

Prosecutors
asked Thursday
that Benzema be
fined 75,000
euros ($87,000),
the maximum
allowed on the
charge, and be
given a sus-
pended 10-
month jail term.
The law allows
for a maxi-
mum of 5
years impris-
onment.

The four
other defen-

dants are being
tried on charges

of attempted
blackmail. 
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Arsenal hosts Aston Villa after
a tepid start to the season that’s

been summed up by drawing the
last two matches to sit 12th in the
Premier League after eight games. 

It took Alexandre Lacazette’s
late equalizer to grab a point
against Crystal Palace on Monday
and the forward will now be
pushing for a start against Villa.
The 30-year-old Frenchman has
played only 72 minutes in the
league so far. 

There is no new contract on
offer with his current deal expir-
ing at the end of the season.
Bukayo Saka could miss Friday’s
game after being forced off at half-
time on Monday after being kicked
on the calf. Villa is in 13th place
with 10 points. 

Osasuna goes for its fourth
straight victory in the Spanish
League when it hosts Granada. A
win would leave the team tied on
20 points with leader Real
Sociedad ahead of the weekend
matches. 

Osasuna hasn’t won four in a
row in the league since 2010. It
won four of its last five matches,
with the only setback a home loss
against Real Betis. Granada is just
outside the relegation zone with six
points from eight matches. 

It beat Sevilla in its last game
for its first win of the season after
going winless in its first seven
matches. Granada is winless in its
last six away games in the league. 

There are two matches involv-
ing sides at the wrong end of the
table as Sampdoria hosts Spezia
and Genoa visits Torino. Samp has

lost three of its past four matches,
drawing the other, and is in 17th
place, above Genoa and Cagliari on
goal difference alone. 

Spezia is only a point ahead
after last week’s win over bottom-
place Salernitana snapped a run of
three straight losses. Torino is just
two points above the relegation
zone but has faced Lazio, Juventus
and Napoli recently.

Mainz hosts Augsburg with

both teams looking to turn
around wretched recent form.
Mainz won three out of its first
four league games this season, but
none of the four since, and has
dropped to 11th. 

Augsburg is 16th, hasn’t won
any of its last three games and has
the unwanted record of joint-
fewest goals scored with four from
eight games.

Last-place Saint-Etienne is

looking for its first win this season
against Angers. The 10-time cham-
pions have just four points from 10
games and were routed 5-1 by
Strasbourg in their previous game
last week. 

Saint-Etienne will be without
suspended midfielder Zaydou
Youssouf and has several doubtful
players, including goalkeeper
Etienne Green and right back
Yvann Maçon. 
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The US Grand Prix is not a
must-win race for Lewis

Hamilton, and the seven-time
champion brushed off such a
suggestion even as he trails
Max Verstappen in the title
fight and his rival should be
favored at Mexico City in the
next round.

Verstappen is a two-time
winner in Mexico City, where
Formula One races Nov. 7 and
the Red Bull team has been
dominant. But up first is
Sunday’s race at the Circuit of
the Americas and Hamilton,
who calls COTA his “happy
hunting ground” because he’s
won five times in Texas, trails
Verstappen by six points in the
standings.

“It’s important to win every
race somehow, you know, max-
imizing our points, that’s our
goal over these next six races,”

Hamilton said Thursday. 
“It’s going to be incredibly

difficult and there will be
moments where we can per-
haps edge (Red Bull) out. I
don’t like to assume that
Mexico is not going to be
strong but they are usually
very strong in Mexico.”

Formula One returns to
North America its next two
rounds for the first time since
the start of the pandemic.
Races in Austin and Mexico
City were canceled last year,
and Montreal is set to return
next year for the first time since
2019.

The series comes back now
with a thrilling title fight
between upstart Verstappen
and the superstar Hamilton. He
clinched his 2015 and 2019
titles at COTA and Hamilton
has won in five of F1’s eight
races at the track.

Verstappen, a seven-time
winner this season, hasn’t won
at COTA but has been good.
His sensational drive in the rain
to fourth as a 17-year-old rook-
ie with Toro Rosso in 2015
unveiled his potential as a
championship contender.

He finished second in 2018
and third in 2019, but now he
and Red Bull are in the cham-
pion lead.

Teammates could play a
huge role Sunday.

Valtteri Bottas drove his
Mercedes to victory ahead of
Verstappen in Turkey two
weeks, and won in Austin in
2019 from pole position. 

#	��� -%�.?�%

Gerhard Erasmus led from
the front with a well-craft-

ed unbeaten fifty to guide
debutants Namibia to a historic
eight-wicket win over Ireland
in the first round Group B
match and qualification spot in
Super 12s of the ICC T20
World Cup here on Friday. 

Erasmus (53 not out off 49
balls) guided Namibia’s chase
of 126 in the company of
David Wiese, who made an
unbeaten 28. 

Namibia made a quiet start
to their chase. Boundaries were
hard to come by for Namibia
batters as they dealt mostly in
singles and twos. Their strug-
gle can be gauged from the fact

that they found the fence only
four times in the first 10 overs,
scoring 49 for one.

Needing 77 off the last 10
overs, Erasmus and Zane
Green (24) shared 48 runs for
the second wicket to keep
Namibia in the contest.

The duo played sensibly
and brought down the equa-
tion to 55 off 42 balls and with
nine wickets in hand, Namibia
were clear favourites to win
the contest.

But Green failed to clear
Kevin O’Brien at mid-off to
make the contest interesting.

After his two wickets with
the ball, Wiese came to
Namibia’s rescue by hitting
Craig Young for back-to-back
sixes in the 15th over to bring

down the equation to 33 off the
last five overs. 

Needing 21 off 18 balls,
Erasmus lofted off-spinner
Simi Singh over the long-off
boundary and then struck two

boundaries in the 19th over off
Craig Young to finish off the
chase in style with nine balls
remaining.

Namibia have joined Sri
Lanka in the Super 12s from

Group A. 
Earlier, asked to bowl,

Namibian bowlers made a
strong comeback after Ireland
made a brisk start to restrict
them to a modest 125 for eight.

Ireland started brightly
with Paul Stirling (38) and
Kevin O’Brien (25) sharing 62
runs off just 44 balls for the
opening stand.

But Namibia pulled things
back by removing both the
openers in quick succession as
Ireland slumped to 67 for two
in 8.4 overs. 

After the opening part-
nership, Ireland innings liter-
ally fell apart as, barring skip-
per Andy Bilbirnie (21), no
other batter could reach dou-

ble-digit score.
The dismissal of Gareth

Delany pegged back Ireland
considerably as their batters
found it difficult to keep up the
scoring rate, reaching just 95
runs for the loss of three wick-
ets at the end of the 15th over. 

Bilbirnie tried his best to
lift the innings but he also
struggled to rotate the strike
against some incisive bowling
by Namibia in the second half
of the innings, picking up six
wickets by conceding just 54
runs in the last 10 overs.

Ireland’s problems were
compounded when left-arm
pacer Jan Frylinck snared two
wickets in the 16th over -- first
Bilbirnie LBW and then Curtis
Campher. 
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The fifth and final Test between India
and England, which was suspended

due to a COVID-19 outbreak in the visi-
tors’ camp last month, was on Friday
rescheduled to July next year.

The England ad Wales Cricket Board
announced that the game has been moved
to Edgbaston from Manchester and will be
part of India’s white-ball tour.  The match
will be held from July 1.

“With India leading the series 2-1, the
concluding fifth match will now take place
from July 1, 2022, at Edgbaston, following
an agreement between the England and
Wales Cricket Board (ECB) and the 

Board of Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI),” said the ECB in a statement.

“Ticket holders do not have to take any
action as all tickets will remain valid for
the equivalent rearranged matchday at
their host venue.

“Host venues will communicate the
new fixture details to ticket purchasers and
the options available to them, including the
timeframe for requesting a refund if they
are not able to attend the new match day,”
the ECB added.

Last month, BCCI President Sourav
Ganguly, in an interview to PTI, had made

it clear that the rescheduled match would
be an extension of the series and not a
standalone game.

“We want the series to be completed
as this will be our first series win (in
England) since 2007,” Ganguly had said. 

India were leading 2-1 when the
match was called off after the visiting play-
ers refused to step on to the field follow-
ing positive COVID-19 cases among its
support staff, including head coach Ravi
Shastri. 
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Returning to action after
a break, India’s double
Olympic medallist P V

Sindhu on Friday bowed out
of the Denmark open bad-
minton tournament after los-
ing in straight games to world
no 8 Korean An Seyoung in
the women’s singles quarterfi-
nals here.

Playing her first tourna-
ment since winning the bronze
medal at the Tokyo Olympics
in August, Sindhu couldn’t
match her fifth seeded young
Korean rival, going down 11-
21 12-21  in 36 minutes.

Sindhu had also lost to An
Seyoung in straight games the
last time they clashed here two
years ago in their only career
meeting.

The reigning world cham-
pion, who had taken a break
to rejuvenate after a hectic
Olympics campaign, just
couldn’t find a way across the
attacking game of the Korean,
who was always a step ahead
during the contest.

An Seyoung made a

superb start and took just six
minutes to grab a massive
seven-point lead at the break
with Sindhu unable to find a
crack in the Korean’s game.

The Indian tried to control
the net but committed few
unforced errors with the
Korean showing great athleti-
cism to return everything
thrown at her.

The Korean dominated
the forecourt and played some
exceptional shots, including a
few diving forehand returns, to
lead 16-8. In the end, Sindhu
netted to give 10 game points
to the Korean, who sealed the
opening game when the Indian
erred again.

Sindhu tried to change
her tactics by playing high lifts

but she was not disciplined
enough and after trailing 7-8 at
one stage, she slipped to 8-11
at the break.

It was a one-way traffic
after the interval as An Seyoung
jumped to 20-10 in a jiffy.
Sindhu saved two match points
before committing another
error.

On Thursday night, India’s

Sameer Verma notched up a
stunning straight-game win
over world no.3 Anders
Antonsen to storm into the
quarterfinals but it was curtains
for Lakshya Sen at the Super
1000 tournament here.

World No 28 Sameer, who
had qualified for the World
Tour Finals in 2018 after win-
ning three titles, produced a
sensational performance to
outwit local hero Antonsen 21-
14 21-18 in a 50-minute men’s
singles battle.

The 27-year-old from
Madhya Pradesh will lock
horns with 33-year-old Tommy
Sugiarto, a bronze winner at the
2014 World Championships.

However, it proved to be
too daunting a task for Lakhsya
to match Olympic champion
Viktor Axelsen as he thrashed
the Indian 21-15 21-7 in a lop-
sided second-round contest.

Coming into the match
with a dismal 1-5 head-to-head
count, Sameer showed great
athleticism and tactical acumen
to down Antonsen, a silver
medallist at the 2019 World
Championships.
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