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In a major relief to health
authorities, nearly 97 per

cent people of Delhi have
developed antibodies against
Covid-19, reducing the fear of
any imminent outbreak of
large-scale infection. The fig-
ures have come from the sixth
serosurvey conducted in the
National Capital.

“About 97 per cent of Delhi
people have developed anti-
bodies against Covid-19,”
Delhi Health Minister
Satyendar Jain said 
on Thursday.

Interestingly, the male pop-
ulation have fewer antibodies as
compared to the women. “Sixth
serosurvey shows positive
results in Delhi; almost all the
vaccinated people have devel-
oped antibodies,” Jain said.

Jain said among the popu-
lation those who had a history
of Covid-19 vaccination with
even one dose of a Covid-19
vaccine, nearly 95 per cent
were seropositive compared to
82 per cent in both ie minors

who were ineligible for vacci-
nation and also the unvacci-
nated adults at the time of the
survey. The result shows that 97
per cent of the population has
antibodies against Covid-19.

A total of 280 wards were
surveyed and 100 samples were
collected from each ward.

The Government collected
28,000 samples of random peo-
ple from all these 280 wards.

Sero-prevalence was higher in
females (90.1 per cent) as com-
pared to males with only 88.2
per cent positivity.

This serosurvey showed
that the population with a past
history of symptomatic Covid-
19 infection irrespective of
severity had significantly high-
er odds of seropositivity 
compared to those without
such history.

The Delhi Government
began the sixth serological sur-
vey last month to find out the
percentage of the population
that has antibodies against
Covid-19, either through nat-
ural infections or vaccination.

The Minister also stated
that this percentage of positiv-
ity has grown significantly
from the first serosurvey. 

Continued on Page 2
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Amid the ongoing snooping
controversy here, Israel on

Thursday said it does not allow
companies like the NSO to sell
their products to non-
Government actors. It also said
the row over Pegasus in India
is an internal matter of India.

These assertions by the
newly-appointed Israeli ambas-
sador to New Delhi, Naor
Gilon, in a news conference
came a day after the Supreme
Court appointed a three-mem-
ber committee to investigate
the alleged use of Pegasus soft-
ware to snoop on Indian citi-
zens, including journalists,
activists and politicians.

“I will not go into more
details...NSO (Group) is a pri-
vate Israeli company. Every
export of NSO or such com-
panies needs an export licence
from the Israeli Government.
We grant this export licence
only for exporting to
Governments,” he said.

The envoy also said, “This
is the only main require-
ment...Under the requirements,
they cannot sell it to non-
Governmental actors. What’s
happening here in India is an
internal thing for India and I

would rather not go into your
internal matters.”

Gilon made these clarifi-
cations while replying to ques-
tions over allegations of unau-
thorised surveillance using
NSO Group’s spyware Pegasus
and whether the Indian
Government contacted Israel
over the issue.

An international inves-
tigative consortium had
claimed that many Indian
Ministers, politicians, activists,
businessmen and journalists
were potentially targeted 
by the NSO Group’s phone 
hacking software.

The Supreme Court has set
up a three-member indepen-
dent expert panel to probe the
alleged use of Pegasus for tar-
geted surveillance in India,
observing the State cannot get
a “free pass” every time 
the spectre of national 
security is raised.

Asked about the new
quadrilateral grouping com-
prising India, Israel, the US and
the United Arab Emirates
(UAE), the envoy said it is
focused on cooperation in

areas of the economy, trade,
infrastructure and technology
among others and that there is
“no military element” to it.

On whether it will impact
the cooperation under the
grouping, he said it is to pro-
mote something positive and
not to create something nega-
tive against anyone. “Our coop-
eration is to promote some-
thing positive, it is not to cre-
ate something negative against
someone else,” the envoy said.

“We are very much aware
that India has its own interests
when it comes to Afghanistan
and Iran....I think that in dis-
cussions between countries,
especially between friends, each
country puts forward its own
concerns and each country
has its own interests, and then
you see over time how it circles
down, how it comes out,” the
envoy said.

At the same time, Gilon
said the biggest threat Israel has
been facing is from Iran, alleg-
ing that the country has been
a source of instability in the
Gulf region. 

Continued on Page 2
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China said on Thursday that
its new land border law will

not affect the implementation
of existing border treaties and
urged relevant countries to
avoid making “wanton specu-
lation” about a “normal domes-
tic legislation”, a day after 
India raised concerns over 
the legislation.

China’s national legislature
— the National People’s
Congress (NPC) — on October
23 adopted the new law on the
protection and exploitation of
the land border areas which
drew sharp reaction from India
as it was passed amid the pro-
tracted military standoff
between the two sides in 
eastern Ladakh region. 

India and Bhutan are the
two countries with which
China is yet to finalise the 
border agreements, while
Beijing resolved the 
boundary disputes with 12 
other neighbours.

While the India-China

border dispute covers 3,488-km
along the Line of Actual
Control, the China-Bhutan row
covers about 400 km.

On Wednesday, India hit
out at Beijing for bringing out
the new land border law and
said it expects China to avoid
taking any action under the
“pretext” of the legislation that
could “unilaterally” alter the
situation in the border areas.

External Affairs Ministry
Spokesperson Arindam Bagchi
described China’s decision to
bring out the law as a matter of
“concern” as it can have impli-
cations on the existing bilater-
al pacts on the management of
the border and the overall
boundary question.

Continued on Page 2

����	����	��	�� �4���!

In a major development that
has exposed chinks in the

investigations carried out by
the Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB) in the mid-sea drug
bust case, the Bombay High
Court on Thursday granted
bail to Bollywood superstar
Shah Rukh Khan’s son Aryan
Khan and two others, 25 days
after they were arrested in the
sensational case.

After hearing arguments
from all sides for three days, a
single-member HC bench of
Justice Nitin W Sambre grant-
ed bail to Aryan, his co-accused
Arbaaz Merchant and
Munmun Dhamecha.

“All three applications are
allowed. I will pass detailed
orders by tomorrow evening,”
justice Sambre said.

The judge said he would

pronounce the bail conditions
as part of the detailed bail
orders to be passed on Friday.

Aryan and two other
accused may walk out of the
Arthur Road Central Jail,
where they are currently
lodged, either on Friday
evening or Saturday morning,
once their lawyers complete the
bail formalities.

Though the reasons for
the bail granted to Aryan and
two others will form a part of
the order to be passed on
Friday, the judge is likely to
spell out the shortfalls in the
probe by the NCB that led to
the high court granting bail to
three accused in the case.

Continued on Page 2
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Without urgent steps to
reduce emissions result-

ing in global warming, India’s
reduced rice and wheat pro-
duction could cause a decline
of 1.8 per cent to 3.4 per cent
of the GDP, while epidemio-
logical risks from vector-borne
diseases like dengue and Zika
will increase.

G20 nations’ economies
too will face a dent in their
economies with damage of up
to 81 billion euros and a loss of
15 per cent of farmers’ incomes
by 2050, said a new report G20
Climate Impacts Atlas.

The report comes two days
ahead of the G20 summit in
Rome on October 30 and 31.
The G20 countries include the
US, European countries and

Australia among a few others.
The report from the Euro-

Mediterranean Center on
Climate Change (CMCC) said
that without any improvement
in coastal protection or infra-
structure, in a low emissions
scenario, projected infrastruc-
ture losses can amount to 121.5
billion EUR by mid-century

and by 157.3 billion EUR in a
high emission scenario.

Expected annual damages
from riverine flooding by 2050
are estimated to be 376.4 billion
EUR under a low emissions
scenario and rise to 585.6 bil-
lion EUR under a high 
emissions scenario.

Continued on Page 2
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Amid uproar over pro-
Pakistan slogans after the

T20 World Cup match in
which India lost, UP Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
ordered the sedition law to be
invoked against those cele-
brating the victory of Pakistan.

This was confirmed by the
CMO in a tweet with a snippet
of a newspaper clipping report-
ing the above-mentioned order
passed by the UP Government.

The CM’s statement comes
a day after the Uttar Pradesh
Police took five people into cus-
tody for allegedly using inde-
cent language against the
Indian cricket team after its loss
to Pakistan.

Continued on Page 2
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Aizawl/Agartala: Bru community people,
who are voters of Mizoram but living in
relief camps in neighbouring Tripura for
many years, are unlikely to exercise their
franchise in the October 30 by-poll to
Tuirial assembly seat unless special arrange-
ments are made for them, a leader of the
tribe said on Thursday.

The polling stations are far from the
relief camps and it is difficult for the peo-
ple to go there on their own, said Elvis
Maska, president in charge of Mizoram Bru
Indigenous Democratic Movement
(MBIDM), an organisation of the internally
displaced people.

Thousands of the Bru tribal people
have been living in six relief camps in
Tripura since 1997. They had fled their
homeland Mizoram to reach the neigh-
bouring state because of ethnic clashes. By
now, their number has risen to over
30,000.

“I don't think the Bru voters will cast
their votes in the bypoll unless special
polling booths are set up at Kanhmun (on
Mizoram-Tripura border) like in the past
elections. For poor people like us, it will be
difficult to go to our respective polling sta-
tions at our own expense. Many senior vot-
ers may not be able to travel that far,” Maska
told PTI.

Mizoram Chief Electoral Officer
(CEO) P Jawahar had on Tuesday said 663
Bru voters are currently living in relief

camps in Tripura and there is no plan to
set up special polling booths for them.

“We want to cast our votes if polling
booths are set up at Kanhmun. We are wait-
ing for the authorities to make such an
arrangement. However, NGOs of Mizoram
are opposed to it,” Maska said.

Mizoram Joint CEO David
Liansanglura Pachuau said they have not
received any appeal from the Bru com-
munity to set up special polling booths for
them till date.

Political parties and civil society organ-
isations such as Central Young Mizo
Association (CYMA) had opposed any spe-
cial arrangement for the Bru voters and
demanded deletion of their names from
Mizoram's voter list as they will live per-
manently in the neighbouring state.

After several attempts to repatriate the
Brus to their home state failed, arrange-
ments have been made to resettle them in
Tripura. A Tripura government official
involved in the resettlement of the Brus said
many of them have received Permanent
Resident Certificate (PRC) and the process
for giving the same to others is on.

"So, it will not be possible for them to
go and vote in another state," said the offi-
cial who refused to be quoted.

The total number of these internally
displaced people has risen to over 30,000
now and there are more than 4,400 fami-
lies. PTI
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Noida/Agra: Three Kashmiri stu-
dents arrested in Agra for allegedly
raising pro-Pakistan slogans were on
Thursday booked for sedition, Uttar
Pradesh Police officials said. The
three students, two of them aged 20
and one 21, were also remanded in
14-day judicial custody by an Agra
court, the officials said.

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath earlier in the day had
said the sedition law will be invoked
against those celebrating Pakistan's
victory against India in the recent T20
World Cup match.

"The three students were arrest-
ed on Wednesday after an FIR was
lodged against them at the
Jagdishpura police station. They were
accused of raising pro-Pakistan slo-
gans in the wake of an India-Pakistan
T20 cricket match and posting cele-
bratory messages on social media
after Pakistan's victory," a police
official told PTI.

On Thursday, they were pro-
duced in a magistrate's court in
Agra, which remanded them in 14-
day judicial custody, the official said.

"The FIR was initially registered
under IPC Sections 153A (promot-
ing enmity between groups) and
505 (creating or publishing content
to promote enmity). Section 124A
(sedition) of the IPC was included on
Friday in the case," the police official
said.  The trio studies in a private col-
lege in Agra. When the stu-
dents were coming out of the court,
some right wing activists raised slo-
gans against Pakistan and chased
them. The Agra police escorted them
to safety.

Nasir Khuehami, national
spokesperson of the Jammu and
Kashmir Students' Association urged
the Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister to
drop sedition charges against the stu-
dents, seeking "mercy on humani-
tarian grounds". PTI
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From Page 1
“After the T-20 World Cup

match played between India
and Pakistan on October 24,
some anti-social elements used
indecent words against the
Indian team and there was a
disruption of peace through
anti-national remarks,” UP
Police said.

“In this context, as per
reports gathered so far, five
cases have been registered in
Agra, Bareilly, Budaun and
Sitapur against seven persons.
Five of them have been taken
into custody. Investigations are
going on and based on evi-
dence, further action will be
taken,” it added. According to
reports, 3 students from Jammu
and Kashmir, who were stu-
dents of an engineering college
in Agra, were arrested for
allegedly committing “cyber
terrorism” by updating their
WhatsApp status to hail
Pakistan’s victory against India. 

“Three engineering col-
lege students have been arrest-
ed after the complaint received
against them on Tuesday,” Agra
City Superintendent of Police
Vikas Kumar said. 

...

From Page 1
The  first serosurvey that

was conducted in June 2020
showed only 22.86 per cent
positivity, while the second
serosurvey that was conduct-
ed in August 2020 showed
29.1 per cent positivity. The
third serosurvey which was
conducted in September 2020
showed 25.1 per cent positiv-
ity.

The fourth serosurvey
that was conducted in
October 2020 showed a pos-
itivity of 25.5 per cent. The
serosurvey was conducted in
January 2021 showed a posi-
tivity rate of 56.13 per cent.

Jain urged the people of
Delhi to wear a mask and take
proper precautions while get-
ting out of their houses or
going to work.

From Page 1
The authors of the report refer to three sce-

narios which are three different development
pathways with different levels of greenhouse gas
emissions-low, medium, and high. 

Apart from economic losses in India, qual-
ity of life and health are likely to be severely
impacted, the Atlas has highlighted. Under a low
emissions scenario (emissions are substantial-
ly lower than in present) projected temperature
variations will remain contained under 1.5
degree C, both by 2050 and 2100. 

But by 2050 under a high emission scenario
average temperature could rise to 2 degrees C
and over 1.3 degrees C if there is marginal reduc-
tion in emissions or a medium emission path-
way. Between 2036 and 2065, the maximum
temperature of the warmest month in India
could rise by at least 1.2 degrees C in a medi-
um emission pathway and by over 1.7 degrees
C in a business-as-usual or high emission sce-
nario. Annual rainfall is likely to record a steep
increase by 2050 with an 8 per cent to 19.3 per
cent increase in all emission scenarios. 

India’s marine exclusive economic zone
(EEZ) has mostly warm coastal waters with a
mosaic of ecosystems such as coral reefs, back-
waters, mangroves, and seagrass meadows
which makes it particularly vulnerable, suggests

the Atlas. Sea surface temperatures will increase
by over 1.2 to 1.5 degrees C by 2050 while Ph
levels, chlorophyll, oxygen levels in marine EEZ
will reduce substantially in all emission sce-
narios. Chlorophyll is an indicator of the bio-
mass available at the base of the marine food web
supporting all ecosystem productivity.

“Fish catch is also likely to reduce by 8.8 per
cent to 17.1 per cent by 2050. Under a medium
emissions scenario, the population exposed to
the annual coastal flood level is expected to
increase from 17 million to 21 million by 2050,”
the report noted.

Under a medium emissions scenario, 98.1
per cent of the population will be at risk of trans-
mission-suitable mean temperatures for dengue
by 2050, whereas 97 per cent will be at risk under
a high emissions scenario. In the case of Zika,
97.2 per cent of the population will be at risk
by 2050 under medium emissions. 

“Among the G20, India is lagging behind in
the process of transformation of its energy sec-
tor; in particular, the country is at the bottom
of the ranking for what regards the ‘efficiency’
composite, which takes into account transmis-
sion and distribution losses of the electricity grid,
the level of energy intensity of the economy and
the access to clean cooking services,” the Atlas
noted.

From Page 1
“China’s unilateral decision

to bring about a legislation
which can have implication on
our existing bilateral arrange-
ments on border management
as well as on the boundary
question is of concern to us,” he
said. “Such unilateral move will
have no bearing on the arrange-
ments that  both sides have
already reached earlier, whether
it is on the boundary  question
or for maintaining peace and
tranquillity along the LAC  in
India-China border areas,” he
said. Responding to questions on
the Land Border Law, Chinese
Foreign  Ministry spokesman
Wang Wenbin said, “the law has
clear provisions  on conducting
cooperation with countries shar-
ing a national land  boundary
with China and handling
boundary affairs on the basis of
adhering to relevant treaties
related to national land bound-
ary affairs  and the principle of
equality and mutual benefit”.

In an apparent response to
India’s concerns, he said, “It will
not affect China’s compliance
with existing treaties related to
national land boundary affairs
China has already signed or
change China’s current mode of
boundary management and
cooperation with countries shar-
ing a land boundary with it. Nor
will it alter China’s position and

proposition on relevant bound-
ary issues.”

To a specific question about
India’s criticism of the law, Wang
said, “I just shared China’s con-
sideration behind promulgating
the National Land Boundary
Law. We hope relevant countries
will abide by norms of interna-
tional relations and refrain from
wanton speculations on China’s
normal domestic legislation”.

He, however, did not
respond to Bagchi’s remark that
the “new law does not in our
view confer any legitimacy to the
so-called China Pakistan
“Boundary Agreement” of 1963
which the Government of India
has consistently maintained is an
illegal and invalid agreement.”

Under the agreement,
Pakistan had surrendered
approximately 5,300 kms of ter-
ritory to China in Pakistan-
Occupied Kashmir (PoK)
region.

Earlier, elaborating on the
provisions of the new law adopt-
ed by the NPC last week, Wang
said President Xi Jinping signed
a decree No. 99 on the same day
announcing that the law will
come into effect from January 1,
2022.

“This law consists of seven
chapters and 62 articles. It stip-
ulates clearly the leadership sys-
tem and division of duties
among different departments as
well as between military and
civilian authorities,” he said.

From Page 1
He said Israel is keen to

expand its cooperation with
India in areas of economy and
trade and said the proposed
free trade agreement between
the two sides is expected to
increase the volume of eco-
nomic engagement. He said
the FTA is expected to be
finalised by June next year.

The ambassador also
said Israel is cooperating with
Indian agencies probing the
bombing outside the Israeli
embassy in the national cap-
ital earlier this year.

“We don’t know yet the
identity of the perpetrators. It
is an ongoing investigation. I
hope we will get to them as
soon as possible,” he said.

The envoy said Israel’s
cooperation with India in
areas of agriculture, water
and irrigation sharing is on an
upswing. External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar had
visited Israel this month dur-
ing which he held talks with
Israel’s top leadership to fur-
ther expand the strategic ties
between the two
countries. 

From Page 1
Thursday was the second setback that the

NCB suffered in the mid-sea drug bust case in
three days. Earlier on Tuesday, Special Judge VV
Patil, who presides over the offences registered
under the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act, had granted bail to two
accused Manish Rajgaria and Avin Sahu after
holding that the NCB had failed to produce evi-
dence on record to prove conspiracy charge
against them-that they were in contact with other
accused in the case.   Judge Sambre pronounced
bail to Aryan, Arbaaz and Munmun after
Additional Solicitor General (ASG) Anil Singh,
appearing for the NCB, argued against bail being
granted to three accused and Aryan’s lawyer and
former Attorney General of India Mukul Rohatgi
made final arguments rooting for bail to his client.

Aryan, Arbaaz, Munmun were among
eight persons who were initially detained on the
night of October 2 and later arrested on October
3, after the NCB officials busted a rave party and
seized 13 grams of cocaine, 5 grams of MD
(Mephedrone), 21 grams of Charas, 22 pills of
MDMA (Ecstasy) and Rs 1.33 lakh in cash from
Goa-bound Cordelia Cruises’ Empress ship, off
the Mumbai coast. The total number of arrests
in the sensational drug bust case is 20. Those
arrested include a foreign national Okara Quazma
and a local person Shivraj Harihan. 

Aryan, Arbaaz, Munmun and other accused
have been booked for offences under Section 8(c),
20(b), 27, 28, 29 and 35 under the NDPS
Act.Opposing bail to Aryan and two other
accused in the case, the ASG among other things
told the court that Aryan “is a regular consumer
of drugs and there is evidence to prove that he
has been providing drugs” and that he was in the
conscious possession of drugs.

“We have argued about conscious possession.
If two people are together and one person knows
about the possession and use of drugs of the sec-
ond person, then the first person is in conscious
possession....They (Aryan and Arbaaz) are child-
hood friends. They travelled together and were
going to be staying in the same room,” Singh told
the court.

The ASG went onto tell the court: “They are
arguing that we have not tested to find out about
consumption. We are only arguing about pos-
session. Aryan Khan was in conscious possession
of drugs. This case is about conscious possession
and planning to consume.  Section 29 of NDPS
Act does not say that the person has to be in pos-
session. When we apply Section 28 and 29 com-
mercial quantity kicks in. He made an attempt
to deal with commercial quantities.”

“Multiple drugs were found with all eight
people from all places on the same day. See the
quantity and nature of drug,” the ASG told the
court.  When the court asked him, “So, you are
saying it is cumulative?”, the ASG responded by
saying: “When I say conspiracy, when I calculate
drugs of all persons, then it comes to that.”

On the issue of WhatsApp chats that the
NCB is relying upon heavily in the case, Singh
told the court: “WhatsApp chats cannot be dis-
puted because we have 65B statements.”

Alluding to the arrest memos, the ASG said:
“The arrest memo mentions commercial quan-
tity and it mentions that he had consumption with
commercial quantity.... My contention that there
are three orders of remand which have not been
challenged and they cannot come now and say
that arrest was illegal. They have still not chal-
lenged the remand orders.”

Contesting the conspiracy charge made
against Aryan, his lawyer Rohatgi said: “I was not
aware what he was carrying, take it that he
knewâ�¦ But the most that they can allege against
us is commercial quantity collectively. That is
added with conspiracy. There is no 27A invoked
against me. The conspiracy with 5-8 people with
me, their recovery after you total up then there
is a commercial quantity...There were 1300 peo-
ple on the ship and there was a connection
between Aryan and Arbaaz.”

Contesting the judgments cited by the ASG
under Section 67 of the NDPS Act, Rohatgi told
the court: “I (Aryan) knew only Arbaaz, I did not
know anyone else. It is true that it is difficult to
prove that there is a common meeting of mind.
But facts cannot be ignored. There has to be a
meeting of minds. There may be conscious pos-
session of 6 gm, but how do you prove the other
recovered substance?
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The Delhi High Court (HC)
on Thursday asked the

Delhi Police to place before it
the latest position of cases
relating to incidents of violence
in Jamia Millia Islamia (JMI)
University in December 2019
which had occurred in relation
to student protests against the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act
(CAA)

The HC said the police
shall inform it about the status
of cases that are going on in the
trial court, including the num-
ber of chargesheets filed,
charges framed, trial com-
menced and the number of wit-
nesses examined.

At the outset, a Bench of
Chief Justice DN Patel and
Justice Jyoti Singh asked the
counsel for Delhi Police: “What
is the status of these matters in
the trial court, like chargesheet

filed, the trial, witnesses exam-
ined, etc.”

Advocate Dhruv Pande,
appearing for the police, said he
will seek instructions on this
and sought some time to gath-
er the information. The HC
granted time and listed the
matter for further hearing on
December 23.

The incidents of violence in
the varsity had occurred con-
cerning student protests against
the CAA in December 2019.
The HC was hearing several
petitions which have alleged
that ruthless and excessive use
of force and aggression was
unleashed by the police and
paramilitary forces on students
within the university on
December 13 and 15, 2019.

The petitioners before the
court are lawyers, students of
JMI, residents of Okhla in
south Delhi, where the uni-
versity is located, and the Imam

of Jama Masjid mosque oppo-
site Parliament House.

The batch of PILs has
sought setting up a Special
Investigation Team (SIT),
Commission of Inquiry (CoI)
or a fact-finding committee,
medical treatment, compensa-
tion, and interim protection
from arrest for the students,
and registration of FIRs against
the erring police officers.

The police had earlier
opposed the plea for setting up
of an SIT or a CoI to look into
the incidents of violence, say-
ing it would “amount to sup-
planting the law”.

The counsel for the police
had said the reliefs sought by
the petitioners cannot be grant-
ed as chargesheets have been
filed in connection with the
violence and they should have
sought whatever relief they
want to before the concerned
subordinate court.
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Swanky liquor vends, which
will start operations under

the new excise policy from the
second half of next month, can
place orders for procurement of
alcohol from November 11,
according to the new guidelines
issued by the Delhi
Government. 

The guidelines were issued
for placing orders and also
receiving the liquor stock for
upcoming new swanky shops
as well as those functioning
under the old regime.

Under the new excise pol-
icy of the Delhi Government,
all the 850 liquor vends, includ-
ing the 260-odd outlets run pri-
vately, have been given to pri-
vate firms through open tender.
The new licence holders will
start retail sale of liquor in the
city from November 17.

Currently, only
Government vends are operat-
ing and they will close down on
November 16. Private liquor
vends were shut on September
30. 

In an order issued by the
assistant commissioner (policy)
of the excise department, the
new retail shops can start plac-
ing order for procurement of
the liquor from November 11. 

It said the last date for plac-
ing order for procurement of

alcohol for hotels, clubs, restau-
rants and retail shops operat-
ing under old excise policy is
November 3. “Last date of
receiving stock by existing
retail and HCR (hotel, club,
restaurant) licensees is
November 7,” the order issued
on October 26 said.According
to officials, the guidelines clar-
ify that vends operating under
the old policy regime will not
be able to procure liquor after
November 7 as they have to

wrap up their business by
November 16 and make way
for new allottees.

Officials said this is to
avoid any last minute chaos or
shortage or excess of liquor
with shops. 

According to the new
excise policy, which was put in
public domain in July this year,
swanky liquor vends will be set
up in 32 zones across the city
where people would be able to
walk-in and choose the liquor
brand of their choice akin to
shopping malls.Some such
establishments will also have
arrangement for snacks and
other eating items.The new
excise policy allows opening of
five super-premium retail
vends having area of 2,500
square feet. Liquor tasting facil-
ity will also be developed at
these super-premium retail
vends.
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The AAP on Thursday
alleged that the BJP-ruled

SDMC and EDMC have barred
the media from recording and
telecasting live the House pro-
ceedings of the two civic bod-
ies, in order to keep people in
the dark about their “mis-
deeds”.

The party’s chief
spokesperson Saurabh
Bharadwaj claimed that the
two civic bodies issued orders
in this connection on
Wednesday. “This ‘Tughlaqi
Farman’ is in strong violation
of the fundamentals of trans-
parency, which is a must for
every governing body,” he said.

The AAP leader strongly
condemned the move and
stressed on how Lok Sabha or
Vidhan Sabha sessions are aired
without fail, making the ban a
shameful and appalling step in
modern-day democracy. “The
BJP-led South Delhi Municipal
Corporation issued a ‘Tughlaqi
farman’ yesterday, stating that

journalists will not be allowed
to record or live telecast the
proceedings of its House. A
similar tyrannical order was
issued by the East Delhi
Municipal Corporation as well,”
he said.

Terming the move, as “sus-
picious”, he alleged that “this
clearly implies that the BJP is
up to no good. 

Journalists have been
barred from recording the
MCD sessions to keep the
public in the dark about their
misdeeds. The BJP wants to

hide the truth from the public”.
“The AAP condemns and

opposes the BJP-ruled civic
bodies’ move to bar the media
from recording and telecasting
live their House proceedings,”
Bharadwaj said.

“It is extremely appalling
that the BJP-ruled MCDs,
which do not telecast live their
House proceedings, have now
even restricted media as well
from recording or live tele-
casting the House proceed-
ings,” he charged.

Be it Lok Sabha or Delhi
Vidhan Sabha, it is “a standard
procedure” for the House pro-
ceedings to be aired live to
make it available to the public,
he said.

“People have the right to
know what is happening in the
House proceedings.

They should be able to wit-
ness which of their problems or
development schemes their
representative is addressing,
and whether their interests are
being represented well or not,”
Bharadwaj added.
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The Delhi High Court (HC)
on Thursday dismissed

with costs of Rs 25,000 a PIL
seeking to deport all foreign
nationals who are in custody
for overstaying in India beyond
the period of expiration of
their visas.

A Bench of Chief Justice
DN Patel and Justice Jyoti
Singh said that the “so-called
public interest litigation” was
preferred for some particular
motive and directed the peti-
tioner to deposit the fine with
the Delhi State Legal Services
Authority within four weeks.

“If any foreign national is
committing any offence under
the IPC or any other Indian
law, there is bound to be an
FIR or criminal proceedings

against such foreign nationals
as per the Indian laws... As
and when a person who is in
jail is coming to the court,
looking at the facts of their
case, relief can be granted. In
view of this, we see no reason
to entertain this petition,” the
Bench said.

The court said it ought to
be kept in mind that whenev-
er any offence is registered
against any person, the relief
cannot be granted without
appreciating the facts of the
case.

This writ petition is pre-
ferred as a PIL and therefore
reliefs as prayed for cannot be
granted by this court for those
foreign nationals against whom
offences are registered and
who are in lawful custody of the
court, it said.
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The Delhi Police has arrest-
ed two men and appre-

hended a juvenile who were
allegedly involved in slaugh-
tering a cow and had also fired
at two policemen in Delhi’s East
district area.

The two accused have been
identified as Faizan (23) and
Junaid (28), both residents of
Sambhal in Uttar Pradesh.

According to Priyanka
Kashyap, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), East district, on Sunday,
a man informed head consta-
ble Naveen Kumar and home
guard Joginder, who were on
picket duty, about a cow
allegedly being slaughtered.
“The picket staff rushed to the
spot where they saw three to
four people moving in a suspi-
cious manner. Seeing the
police, they tried to escape in
a car. 

The staff, who were on a
motorcycle,  tried to intercept
the car. However, the car dri-
ver hit their motorcycle, injur-
ing Kumar,” said the DCP.
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Delhi Police has arrested a
34-year-old man for

allegedly forcing a woman at
gunpoint to keep Karva Chauth
fast in the Capital. Police said
that the incident took place in
southeast Delhi’s Badarpur area
on Sunday.

The accused identified as
Rahul went to the woman’s
house and threatened her to
keep fast for him. According to
police, the accused wanted to
be in a relationship with the
woman, but was rejected many
times by her.

Gurugram: With advance-
ments in the field of treatment
of stroke, patients arriving
within the golden period after
a stroke can not only be treat-
ed but the condition can be
reversed in most cases. 

About the fact that almost
70% of stroke cases are either
treatable or preventable,
according to the doctors of
Artemis-Agrim Institute of
Neurosciences, Gurugram.

Brain stroke is the 2nd
leading cause of mortality and
the leading cause of long-term
disability. While timely treat-
ment can greatly reduce the
damage caused, the patients
need to recognise the early
symptoms and get to a hospi-
tal quickly. 

“When it comes to stroke,
every minute matters. ‘Time is

brain’ and it is most important
for the patients to recognise the
onset of stroke, which requires
awareness about its symptoms.
During each minute 2 million
cells die. 

In a way, during stroke, the
patient keeps losing a part of
himself with each passing
minute. However, to be effec-
tive one has to do treat in the
first few golden hours after
stroke,” said Dr Vipul Gupta,
Chief of Neurointervention
and Co-director of Stroke Unit,
Artemis-Agrim Institute of
Neurosciences, Gurugram.

With advancements in the
field of treatment of stroke-like
thrombectomy surgeries,
patients arriving within the
window period after a stroke
can not only be treated but the
condition can be reversed in
most cases. “Outcome of acute
stroke depends primarily on
the initiation time of treatment
thus making early arrival of the
patients to the hospital as one
of the most vital factors. This
means early identification and
awareness of stroke in the pop-
ulation is so important. 
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Air quality of the national
Capital deteriorated from

moderate to poor on Thursday
and likely to slip to very poor
on Friday.

The effective fire count of
stubble burning in the north-
west region of Delhi is 502 and
its share in PM 2.5 recorded 19
percent due to transport level
winds are north westerly.

According to System of
Air Quality and Weather
Forecasting and Research
(SAFAR), the overall Air
Quality Index (AQI) was
recorded at 273 micrograms
per cubic.  “As predicted by

SAFAR, the AQI is now fore-
casted to deteriorate rapidly
and slip to very poor category
by tomorrow and deteriorate
further to the higher end of
very poor category by 29th
October,” said the forecast
report by SAFAR.

SAFAR in its health bul-
letin for sensitive groups rec-
ommended reducing pro-
longed or heavy exertion. “Take
more breaks and do less intense
activities. Asthematics, keep
medicine ready if symptoms of
coughing or shortness of breath
occur. Heart patients, see dic-
tor, if they get palpitations,
shortness of breath, or unusu-
al fatigue,” it added.

For healthy people in Delhi
it is said to be alert and watch-
ful for unusual fatigue.

According to the Central
Pollution Control Board, Delhi’s
air quality index (AQI) stood at
232 at 4 pm on Wednesday
based on the 37 monitoring sta-
tions installed across the city. As
per SAFAR, stubble burning is
one of the main reasons behind
the deteriorating condition of
air quality in the national cap-
ital. Values of Suspended
Particulate Matters (SPMs), PM
2.5 and PM 10 were 112 and 234
on the National Ambient Air
Quality Index (NAAQI), for
Friday values of both the pol-
lutants will be 146 and 305.
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Maharaja Agrasen College,
University of Delhi, has

organised ten days add on
course on Legal Awareness
and Literacy for its students in
collaboration with National
Legal Service Authority
(NALSA) & Delhi State Legal
Authority (DLSA) East from
October 27 to November 12. 

Around 270 students have
enrolled for this course which
be held online. The inaugural
session was held in a hybrid
mode with more than fifty
students who participated in
the physical mode while the
others joined online. 

Deepak Jagotra,  District
and Sessions Judge and
Chairman, DLSA East deliv-
ered the inaugural address. He
talked about judiciary and the
need of greater awareness
amongst students about dif-
ferent laws and key judge-
ments. Furthermore, he
stressed the need for the judi-
cial process to be accessible to
each and every student. 
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India accords due priority to
the Association of South East

Asian Nations(ASEAN)’s unity
and centrality, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said here on
Thursday adding the year 2022
will be celebrated as the
‘ASEAN-India Friendship Year’
to mark 30 years of their part-
nership.

Addressing the India-
ASEAN Summit virtually, he
said India’s Indo-Pacific Oceans
Initiative (IPOI) and ASEAN’s
Outlook for the Indo-Pacific are
the framework for their shared
vision and mutual cooperation
in the Indo-Pacific region.

Modi said We all had to deal
with many challenges due to the
Covid-19 pandemic. But this
challenging time was also a test
for India-ASEAN friendship.
In the Covid era, our mutual
cooperation, mutual sympathy,
will continue to strengthen our
relationship in future, and will
be the basis of goodwill among
our people.

On ties,  the Prime
Minister said History is wit-
ness that India and ASEAN
have had vibrant relations for
thousands of years.  Shades of
that are visible in our shared
values, traditions, languages,
texts, architecture, culture,
food and, therefore, the unity
and centrality of ASEAN have
always been an important pri-
ority for India, he said.

This special role of
ASEAN is embedded in India’s

Act East Policy and Security
and Growth for All in the
Region (SAGAR), he said.

He announced the 2022
will mark the completion of 30
years of our partnership. India
will also complete 75 years of
its Independence. I am very
glad that we will celebrate
this important milestone as the
‘Year of ASEAN-India
Friendship’, Modi said.

He said India is commit-
ted to further deepen ties with

the grouping under the next
president Cambodia and
country coordinator
Singapore.  

Noting that this year also
the leaders could not take the
traditional  family photo, Modi
said by meeting in a virtual
format, they had maintained
the tradition of the ASEAN-
India Summit. He also con-
gratulated the Sultan of Brunei
for his successful presidency of
ASEAN in 2021. 

New Delhi: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will be attend-
ing a G20 summit in Rome,
Italy from October 29 to
October 31 at the invitation of
Italy’s Prime Minister Mario
Draghi. The Prime Minister
will be calling upon Pope
Francis in the Vatican, said
Foreign Secretary Harsh
Vardhan Shringla on
Thursday. 

The Foreign Secretary, in
a special briefing on the PM’s
visit to Rome, added that it is
yet to be finalised whether it
will be one to one or a dele-
gation-level meeting. Shringla
added that the PM will also be
meeting several leaders from
around the world during his
visit. 

Today, G20 represents
80% of world’s GDP, 75% of
global trade and 60% of
world’s population. Thus, it is

fitting to say that over time
G20 has emerged as not only
the premier global forum for
international cooperations but
also an important platform to
exchange, innovate &deliber-
ate on policy issues that have
direct and tangible impact on
the quality of life of our citi-
zens & this could be in areas
of global financial stability,
sustainable finance, health,
food security, etc, said the
Foreign Secretary. Agency
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In an effort to ease interna-
tional travel norms, India has

proposed a mutually acceptable
Covid-19 vaccine certification
framework to its partner coun-
tries to ensure a simplified
international travel regime and
several of them have already
agreed to it.

Elaborating on this issue,
Foreign Secretary Harsh
Vardhan Shringla said here on
Thursday, the mechanism is
based on reciprocal recognition
of the integrity of the vaccine
certification process by the
partner countries and it will
help in normalising interna-
tional travel.

On the delay in the grant of
Emergency Use Listing (EUL)
for Bharat Biotech’s Covaxin by
the World Health
Organisation(WHO), Shringla
said India is hopeful of getting
the approval soon.

The foreign secretary said
the regulatory body concerned
of the WHO put some ques-
tions to Bharat Biotech and
approval for the vaccine should

come if the queries are
responded to effectively.

India has proposed to its
partner countries, primarily
countries that Indian citizens
normally travel to, that we
should have a mutual (mecha-
nism) that you recognise our
vaccine certification and we
will mutually recognise your
vaccine certification, Shringla
said. 

Now the advantage of this
is that as we keep adding new
vaccines to our stock of nation-
al vaccines, you do not need to
go to every country to try and
get recognition. You recognise
the certification that we issue,
you recognise its integrity and
we will give you mutual treat-
ment, he said. 

Shringla said a number of
countries have already agreed
to the proposal. He, however,
did not name the countries. 

He said such a mechanism
could be helpful in the G-20’s
objective of recovering from
the economic impact of the
coronavirus pandemic. 

Business travellers, tourists
which contribute to the recov-

ery of economies will be great-
ly benefitted from this simpli-
fied international travel regime
that we are proposing and we
have taken it up with the G20,
we have taken it up bilaterally,
we have taken it up in pluri-
lateral forums, he said.

On delay in WHO’s nod
for Covaxin, Shringla said the
regulatory committee of the
global body in its meeting on
October 26 asked certain ques-
tions to Bharat Biotech and the
manufacturer will soon provide
its response.

It is a technical and regu-
latory group. The emergency
authorisation by the WHO is
based on technical considera-
tions and we are carefully fol-
lowing up the discussions at the
WHO. We are hopeful that
Covaxin will get approval soon,
Shringla said.

On India proposing
waivers by the World Trade
Organisation(WTO)on Covid-
related medical products
including vaccines, he said
India is for ensuring affordable
and equitable access to Covid-
19 disease control tools. 
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Even as the Government is
investigating the 14 cases

of AY.4.2 variant of the Covid-
19 virus identified in India,
including even in Andhra
Pradesh, four in Kerala, two
each in Telangana and
Karnataka, and one each in
Maharashtra and Jammu &
Kashmir, the country’s daily
caseload of the Covid-19
crossed the 16,000 mark in the
last 24 hours after five days
with 16,156 new cases taking
the total tally to over 3.42
crore.

Overall, more than 26,000
cases of the Delta Covid sub-
variant AY.4.2, considered up
to 15 per cent more transmis-
sible than the original Delta,
have been reported from 42
countries, according to the
World Health Organisation
(WHO).

AY.4.2 is a newly-desig-
nated Pango lineage within
Delta Variant of Concern,
which has three additional
mutations, including two in
the spike protein: A222V and
Y145H.

While the ICMR and
NCDC studying these vari-
ants, the Union Health

Ministry data showed that
the deaths were also on the
higher side at 733 fresh fatal-
ities with maximum casualties
from Kerala (622) which had
reconciled the casualties data
followed by Maharashtra (38).  

The top five States which
have registered maximum
cases are Kerala with 9,445
cases, followed by Maharashtra
with 1,485 cases, Tamil Nadu
(1,075), West Bengal (976)
and Andhra Pradesh (567).

Around 83.85 per cent of
the new cases are reported
from these five states, with
Kerala alone responsible for
58.46 per cent of the new
cases. India’s recovery rate
now stands at 98.2 per cent.

A total of 17,095 patients
recovered in the last 24 hours,
which brings the total recov-
eries to 3,36,14,434 across the
country. India’s active caseload
stands at 1,60,989. In the last
24 hours, active cases declined
by 1,672. India has adminis-
tered a total of 49,09,254 vac-
cine doses in the last 24 hours,
which brings the total tally of
doses administered to
1,04,04,99,873.

A total of 12,90,900 sam-
ples were tested in the last 24
hours.

I will be visiting Rome,
Italy & the Vatican City,
from Oct 29-31 at the invi-
tation of PM Mario Draghi,
following which I will trav-
el to Glasgow, UK from
Nov 1-2 at the invitation of
PM Boris Johnson, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
tweeted
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Former Punjab Chief
Minister Captain

Amarinder Singh’s meeting
with Union Home Minister
Amit Shah here on Thursday to
discuss three contentious farm
laws and the ongoing farmers
agitation has been postponed.

Shah had to leave for
Gujarat in connection with a
party programme to mark the
National Integration Day on

October 31. A message to this
count was sent to Singh who
had left for Delhi to attend the
meeting.

Singh, who is to float his
party shortly in the poll-bound

Punjab, had a day before
informed that he will be meet-
ing with the Home Minister
along with 20-30 agricultural
experts. 

The meeting will have some-

time later after Shah’s return from
his home state.

Singh, who had earlier spo-
ken about seat adjustment with
the BJP, is now ‘asserting’ that his
political outfit will contest all  117
assembly seats in the State.

He is,  however, expected to
tie-up with the BJP after  extract-
ing relief for  the agitating farm-
ers who mainly hail from Punjab.

Singh has said that he had
earlier met the Home Minister
thrice to discuss the farmers’
issues.
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After hobnobbing for the last
couple of months with the

Congress, political strategist
Prashant Kishor on Thursday
said the BJP would be at the
centre of Indian politics for the
next many decades.

While predicting that the
BJP would be a force to reck-
on with in the decades to
come, Prashant Kishor said
former Congress chief Rahul
Gandhi was wrong in thinking
that it is just a matter of time

when people will throw
Narendra Modi away.

That is where the problem
lies with Rahul Gandhi.
Probably, he thinks that it is just
a matter of time when people
will throw him (Narendra
Modi) away. That’s not hap-
pening, Kishor said.

In a media interaction in
Goa, where he is assisting the
TMC ahead of the election,
Kishor said, The BJP is going
to be at the centre of Indian
politics, whether they win,
whether they lose - like it was

for the first 40 years for the
Congress. The BJP is going
nowhere. Once you secure 30
percent vote at the India level,
you are not going away in a
hurry.

So, do not ever get into this
trap that people are getting
angry and they will throw
away Modi. Maybe they will
throw away Modi, but the BJP
is not going anywhere. You
have to fight it out for the next
many decades, Kishor said.

Unless you examine,
understand and take cog-

nizance of his (Modi’s)
strength, you will never be
able to put (in place) a counter
to defeat him, Kishor added.

The problem that I see is
that most people are not spend-
ing enough time on under-
standing his strengths, under-
standing what is making him
popular. Only if you know, you
can find a counter, the poll
strategist further said.

Kishor played an integral
role in the Trinamool Congress’
victory in West Bengal and that
of the DMK in Tamil Nadu.
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Jammu: Cracking its whip,
Principal Government Medical
College Rajouri on Thursday
terminated services of
Operation Theatre Technician
over WhatsApp status regard-
ing celebration of Pakistan
cricket team’s win over Indian
team in Sunday’s world cup
T20 match.

The termination order was
issued by the Principal GMC,
Rajouri Dr Brij Mohan after
various media platforms and
DySP headquarters brought
the issue to Principal’s notice.

“A viral video has come to
the notice of undersigned
(Principal GMC) from differ-
ent media platforms and also
from DySP HQ, Rajouri who

sent the same via WhatsApp in
which Miss Safiya Majeed OT
Technician, engaged and work-
ing as OT Technician in GMC
& AH Rajouri seems to have
posted her whatsapp status
showing celebration of defeat of
Indian Cricket Team against
Pakistan in T-20 World Cup
2021, the activity which seems
to be disloyality

towards nation,” reads an
order.

He said no employee of this
institution shall be allowed to
be disloyal to the nation.

“As reported by HoD
Gynae and Obst., the said
engagee (Safiya) proceeded on
casual leave for five days w.e.f
21-10-2021 and also failed to

join her duties on expiry of said
leave,” the order reads, adding,
“no prior notice is required to
be given to such employee for
gross indiscipline in her duties.”

Subsequently, the Principal
GMC ordered that the services
of Miss Safiya Majeed engaged
on Academic Arrangement
Basis under SRO-24 (now read
as S.O 364 dated 27-11 2020)
terminated with immediate
effect.Earlier, students and staff
of two medical colleges in
Srinagar were booked under
the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA) for
allegedly raising anti-India slo-
gans and celebrating Pakistan's
victory in the India-Pakistan
T20 World Cup match. PNS
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The Enforcement
Directorate on Thursday

questioned Bengal Law
Minister Moloy Ghatak for
more than four hours regard-
ing whether he had any role in
the multi-crore coal scam.

According to sources the
Minister was asked whether he
being the local people's repre-
sentative had any information
about the coal smuggling.

The officials also report-
edly asked him to explain
whether he had any role in the
scam.

"Some money trails show
that the minister was in the
know of the scam ... So it was
asked as to whether he had any
information about it ... If yes
then as a people's representa-
tive what steps he took," an offi-
cial said adding the minister
may be summoned again.
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The Pune police on
Thursday arrested

absconding accused  Kiran
Gosavi, named as an “inde-
pendent witness” by the
Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB) in the mid-sea drug
bust case, for his alleged key
role in the much-discussed Rs
8 crore bribe case involving
NCB’s Mumbai Zonal Director
Sameer Wankhede.

Gosavi – who is an “inde-
pendent witness” in the mid-
sea drug bust case --  had gone
missing after his selfie with
Aryan Khan at the NCB’s office
went viral on social media
sparking speculation about his
“questionable” conduct in the
drugs bust raids carried out on
the night of October 2. Earlier,
there were unconfirmed
reports that he had travelled to
Uttar Pradesh and that he
would surrender to the police
there.

After he returned to Pune,
he had told a local television
channel that he would surren-
der before the NCB which is
conducting a vigilance inquiry
against Wankhede based on the

allegations made against him
“panch witness” ” in the mid-
sea drug bust case Prabhakar R
Sail.

The Pune police said on
Thursday morning that they
arrested Gosavi before he trav-
elled to Mumbai to surrender
before the NCB.  

Talking to media persons,
Pune Police Commissioner
Amitabh Gupta said: “Gosavi
was on the run and intro-
duced himself as Sachin Patil
during his stay in Lucknow,
Jabalpur, Hyderabad and
Fatehpur. Gosavi was project-
ing himself as a member of
Stop Crime NGO and CIBCA
detective agency. He also
claimed to run an export-
import business,” said
Gupta.Prior to his arrest,
Gosavi in a video statement
released to the media said:
“Prabhakar Sail is lying.
Whatever allegations he has
made are false. Who spoke with
Sam D’Souza? And who took
how much money? What are
the offers that Prabhakar Sail
has received in the last five
days? This all will be clearly
understood from his call and
chat records”.

The NCB and Mumbai
police have launched indepen-
dent investigations  into the
allegation of �8 crore ‘extortion’
attempt and other excesses
made by Sail against e NCB’s
Zonal Director Sameer
Wankhede.

Sail’s sensational affidavit
dated October 23 had caused
considerable embarrassment
to the anti-drug agency,
prompting NCB Deputy

Director-General, South West
Region Mutha Ashok Jain to
issue a statement saying among
other things: “....As some of the
contents of the affidavit relate
to the vigilance matters, I am
hereby forwarding the affi-
davit to the Director General of
Narcotic Control Bureau and
requesting for further action.
On Monday, the NCB ordered
a vigilance inquiry against
Wankhede based on the alle-
gations made by Sail against the
former.

In his sensational affidavit
released to the media on
Sunday,  Sail made a sensa-
tional claim about an alleged Rs
8 crore extortion attempt made
in the mid-sea drug bust case.
Sail has also said that
Wankhede’s colleague had
taken his signatures on 10
blank papers.

Among other things, Sail
has alleged in his affidavit  that
he “overheard” Kiran Gosavi,
for whom he works as a per-
sonal bodyguard” and who is
also an “independent” witness
in the case,  while talking one
Sam D’Souza, as saying: "you
put a bomb of �25 crore, let's
settle for �18 crore and give 8

crore to Sameer Wakhende”.
Gosavi is one of the nine

independent witnesses in the
mid-sea drug bust case in
which SRK’s eldest son Aryan
Khan and seven others were
detained on October 2 and for-
mally arrested on October 3.

Gosavi is an “absconding
accused” booked in 2018 for
allegedly cheating one
Chinmay Deshmukh, a Pune-
based man, to the tune of Rs
3.09 lakh  on the pretext of
offering a job in Malaysia. The
Pune Police filed a charge sheet
in May 2019 in the cheating
case.

Sali also stated in his affi-
davit that he had seen Pooja
Dadlani (Shah Rukh Khan's
manager) talking to Gosavi. He
also claimed that on  being told
so by Gosavi, he went to a loca-
tion some time later to collect
�50 lakh cash and that he col-
lected “two bags filled with”.

Sail claimed that he carried
the two bags of cash and deliv-
ered them to Sam D’souza near
Trident Hotel in south
Mumbai. “However, when he
(Sam D’souza) counted the
case, it was only �38 lacs,” he
stated in the affidavit.
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The J&K Police on Thursday
said it killed a ‘hybrid’ ter-

rorist in a gunfight when he was
on his way to kill a shopkeeper
in north Kashmir’s Baramulla
district. Hybrid terrorists are not
listed terrorists and  conve-
niently mix with the local pop-
ulation after carrying out an
attack.

According to a Jammu and
Kashmir police spokesman,
“During the intervening night
of October 27-28, terrorists
fired upon an Area Domination

Patrol party (ADP) of the Police
and the Army's 46 Rashtriya
Rifles in Cherdari area of
Baramulla. The alert joint party
retaliated effectively and in a
brief shootout, one terrorist got
killed".

The police identified the
slain terrorist as Javed Ahmad
Wani, a resident of Kulgam. “As
per the police records, the killed
terrorist was a part of a group
involved in killing of two non-
locals in Wanpoh area of
Kulgam along with the terror-
ist Gulzar who was neutralised
on 20 October 2021".
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Nagaon/Kaziranga: Five forest
ranges of the Kaziranga National
Park (KNP) opened for tourists
after the World Heritage Site was
closed due to the second wave
of the Covid-19 pandemic and
the subsequent monsoon season
in Assam.

Park authorities said
Kohora, Bagori,  Burhapahar,
Dhania, and Laokhoa ranges
scattered in Nagaon, Golaghat,
Sonitpur, and Karbi Anglong
districts reopened on Tuesday
and Wednesday respectively.    

Talking to reporters on

Wednesday, KNP Director P
Shivakumar expressed hope that
after a long period of restrictions
due to the pandemic across the
world, people will now be able
to relax by visiting the National
Park, famous for one-horned
rhinos. 

However, he appealed to
tourists to visit the National Park
only if they are fully vaccinated
and adhere to Covid-19 proto-
col like wearing masks, using
hand sanitisers, during their
trip. 

For now, jeep and elephant

safaris would be available in
Kohora and Burhapahar forest
ranges, Shivakumar said.
Since October 1 when a part of
the KNP had reopened, "more
than 15,000 tourists visited the
Park and �15 lakh has so far
been collected as revenue,”  he
said.  Agaratoli forest area of the
KNP will also be opened during
this week given the rise in the
number of tourists,  Shivakumar
said.            According to
Burhapahar forest range officer
Pradip Goswami, jeep and ele-
phant safaris will be available for

tourists in Bandardubi forest
areas, besides trekking facilities
in Kukurakata and Chirang
Hills under Burhapahar forest
range. 

Divisional Forest Officer
(DFO) Nagaon Wildlife
Division Pallab Kumar Deka
said boating facility will be pro-
vided to tourists in Bhumuraguri
forest area in Sonitpur district,
Burhachapori Wildlife
Sanctuary in Nagaon district,
besides jeep safari in Katakhal
forest  area under Laokhoa for-
est range. PTI
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Chennai: Five ostriches in the
Arignar Anna Zoological Park
(AAZP), popularly known as
the Vandalur zoo, here, died
suddenly prompting stepped-
up surveillance of the birds and
monitoring of the others in
enclosures, the AAZP said on
Thursday.

Also, a lioness named
Kavitha (19) died of age-relat-
ed ailments on October 26, the
zoo said.

“Ostrich was breeding
well naturally in AAZP. Five
ostriches died all of a sudden
on October 27. A team from
Tamil Nadu Veterinary and
Animal Sciences University
(TANUVAS), along with the
zoo veterinarians, was present
during prophylactic treatment
to the remaining birds in
ostrich enclosure and during
the postmortem,” a press
release from the director of
AAZP said.                                

Samples were collected for
bacteriology, virology and tox-
icology examination which is
being carried out, said the
release.     “Blood smear and
organ impression was exam-
ined on Wednesday and fowl
cholera was ruled out.
Other birds are under surveil-
lance and zoo veterinarians
are continuously monitoring
the remaining birds in the
enclosures,” the director 
said. PTI
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Jaipu: The voting for bypolls to Vallabhnagar
and Dhariawad Assembly seats in Rajasthan
will be held on October 30 amid tight secu-
rity arrangements, a senior official said.

Chief Electoral Officer Praveen Gupta
said that 16 candidates are in the fray in the
two constituencies and a total of 638 polling
booths have been set up.

A total of 5,11,455 voters — 2,53,831 in
Vallabhnagar and 2,57,624 in Dhariawad —
are eligible to exercise their franchise, he said.
Gupta said that 4,468 security personnel have
been deployed in both constituencies to
ensure free, fair and peaceful voting.

The voting will be conducted according
to the Covid-19 guidelines, he added. The
counting of votes will take place on
November 2. The bypolls were neces-
sitated after Congress MLA from
Vallabhnagar Gajendra Singh Shaktawat
and BJP legislator from Dhariyavad Gautam
Lal Meena died due to Covid-19 on January
20 and May 19, respectively. PTI
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A z a m g a r h / L u c k n o w :
Samajwadi Party (SP) president
Akhilesh Yadav took a swipe at
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath on Thursday for
honouring the poll promise of
providing laptops and tablet
computers to students only now,
saying the Chief Minister him-
self is unable to operate a laptop,
drawing a riposte from his
deputy Dinesh Sharma.

Yadav took the dig at
Adityanath for deciding to dis-
tribute laptops and tablet com-
puters among students next
month, a poll promise made by
the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party
in 2017. "If he (Adityanath)
knew how to operate a laptop, he
would have distributed those
earlier," the SP chief said at a
function held in an inter-college
in Azamgarh, his parliamentary
constituency.

The BJP manifesto for the
2017 Uttar Pradesh Assembly
polls had stated that the students
opting for further studies will be
given laptops and tablet com-
puters, along with free data, and
Wi-Fi connections will be
installed in those institutions,
Yadav said.

"The BJP had written in its
manifesto that it will give laptops
to the children, but those are not
traceable. I came to know

through the newspapers today
that it is going to distribute tablet
computers. I want to know
from them which tablet they had
been giving to these children for
four-and-a-half years?" he asked.

Training his guns at
Adityanath, the SP chief said,
"The baba chief minister is very
worried. He has been thinking
a lot as to who will come to
power. I want to tell him that this
time, the 24 crore people of Uttar
Pradesh have decided that those
who will remove people making
false promises will come to
power."

"If the baba chief minister
opens the laptop given by us, he
will come to know who is com-
ing to power," he said and took
a jibe at Adityanath, saying he
will not do it because he does not
know how to operate a laptop.

Speaking on the issue in
Lucknow, Sharma said, "An
election speech is one thing, but
he (Yadav) seems to have made
this statement due to lack of
proper information."

"Yogiji is credited with hold-
ing the e-cabinet and the gov-
ernment presented an e-budget
in the Assembly in February.
The SP MLAs boycotted the e-
budget as they failed to turn up
at the training session for han-
dling the machine," he told PTI.
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Thiruvananthapuram: Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan on Thursday said the State Government
would take steps to complete trials in cases of vio-
lence against children within one year of the occur-
rence of such crimes.

He also said measures will be taken with the help
of the High Court to provide training to those involved
in the legal process to make the trials in such cases
more child friendly. The Chief Minister said this while
addressing a meeting on the legal protection and secu-
rity of victims of sexual assault.

Noting that vigilant intervention was essential
in the cases of violence against women and children,
he said various programmes are being conducted in
this regard. Vijayan also directed the departments and
agencies including the Women and Child Welfare,
Police, General Education, Higher Education,
Kudumbashree, KILA, Women's Commission and
Women's Development Corporation to launch a com-
prehensive Gender Sensitization Campaign in the
State. PTI
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Kolkata: West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee left for poll-bound Goa on Thursday
after wrapping up her five-day visit to north
Bengal.

Banerjee interacted with local children and
tourists in Kurseong area, during the day,
before leaving for Bagdogra airport in
Siliguri.

"I am coming from Kurseong, going to Goa.
I will be there for three days. I am looking for-
ward to my visit to Goa," she told reporters at
the airport.

Earlier in the day, the CM had said that
she met people across cross-sections in the Hills,
including tea garden workers and children.
She attended administrative review meetings and
public functions during the five-day trip.

Her visit to Goa comes months ahead
of the assembly elections in the state.
Reacting to Banerjee's visit to the western state,
Bengal BJP president Sukanta Majumder said
she can certainly go there as a tourist and enjoy

the landscape, but she must "give up her ambi-
tion to unsettle the BJP".

"She will also get to realise that the BJP,
unlike her party, gives space to opposition par-
ties and not subject their leaders to assaults.
Hundreds of our activists have died in attacks
perpetrated by TMC men, under her rule,”
Majumder maintained.

Veteran TMC MP Sougata Roy, how-
ever, claimed that people in Goa are fed up with
the "misrule" of the BJP Government, and appre-
ciated the fight put up by Mamata Banerjee
against the saffron party.        "During her three
day visit, Banerjee will meet and interact with
intellectuals, thinkers, professionals and others,"
a TMC spokesperson had earlier said, refusing
to divulge further details.         Banerjee's posters
and hoardings were on Tuesday found torn and
defaced in Goa.

The TMC had on October 5 released a
"chargesheet" against the incumbent BJP
Government in Goa and its predecessors. 
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In a major embarrassment for
a senior IPS officer, a Thane

court on Thursday issued a
non-bailable warrant against
Mumbai’s former Police
Commissioner Param Bir Singh
in connection with an alleged
extortion case registered against
him at a local police station.

As part of a non-bailable
warrant issued against Singh
under section 73 of  Cr.PC,
Chief Judicial Magistrate, Thane.
R J Tambe directed the Thane
Nagar police to arrest and pro-
duce Mumbai’s former police
commissioner before him for
offences registered against the
latter under sections 384, 386,
387, 389, 392, 324, 323, 506, 506
(2), 166, 109, 120b of the Indian
penal code and sections of the
Arms Act.

"Whereas Accused Param
Bir Singh, R/at: House No: 133,
Sector-27 Chandigarh" is
charged with offenses including
extortion under IPC section
384386, 387, 389, 392, 324, 323,
506, 506 (2), 166, 109, 120b of
IPC and sections of the Arms
Act, you are hereby directed (to)
arrest the said accused and pro-
duce him before me," the CJM
stated in his order addressed to
Senior Police Inspector of the
Thane Nagar police station.

A few months ago, the
Thane police had  earlier issued
a lookout circular against Singh
a few months ago.

Singh is one of the accused
in an extortion case registered by
the Thane town police on the
basis of one Ketan Tanna (52),
a builder and bookie. Tanna had
in a statement told the police
alleged that the accused had
allegedly threatened him and
another bookie Sonu Jalan of fil-
ing a false case against them and
of killing them in an encounter.

Apart from Singh, the other
accused in the case are: then
deputy commissioner of police
Deepak Devray, assistant com-
missioner of police NT Kadam,
police inspector Rajkumar
Kothmire, ASI More, police

constables Chaudhary, Vikas
Dabade, Ritesh Shah, Bimal
Agarwal, Gangster Ravi Pujari,
Sanjay Punamiya, Anil Singh,
Bachi Singh, Zuber Mujawar,
Sunil Desai, Manish Shah,
Kishore Agarwal, Barkha
Agarwal, Binu Varghese, Tariq
Parveen, Deva Bhanushali,
Ankit Bhanushali, Vishal Kariya,
Pradeep Sodani, Prashant
Kothari, Deepak Kupar and
Nagesh. There are two extortion
cases registered against Singh
based on a complaint filed by
another builder. The Thane
police have registered an FIR
under SC/ST (prevention of
Atrocities Act.Ironically enough,
Singh was the Thane Police
Commissioner a few years ago
and the police station has been
directed to arrest and produce
before the Thane court used to
be under his control then.    

Singh has been missing for
more than three months now. It
may be recalled that the
Maharashtra government told
the Bombay High Court on
October 21 that it has not been
able to trace Param Bir and
assured the court that it would
not take coercive action against
the latter. While his where-
abouts are not known, he
approached the high court
through his lawyer Mahesh
Jethmalani  to mention his plea
seeking the quashing of an FIR
registered against .

The Maharashtra govern-
ment-appointed Justice (retired)
Kailash Uttamchand Chandiwal
Commission of enquiry –which
is hearing into the allegations of
corruption made by him against
Maharashtra’s former Home
Minister Anil Deshmukh --has
issued several summons against
him, fined him and even issued
a  bailable arrest warrant against
him. Justice (Retd) Chandiwal
had earlier issued bailable war-
rant against the former police
commission for his non-appear-
ance before the probe commis-
sion for the enquiry.

The one-man commission
had also imposed fines of �5,000
in June and �25,000 twice in

August for his failure to respond
to the summons to appear
before it. The arrest warrant
issued on Tuesday is for �
50,000. After Singh failed to turn
up before the Commission for
the fourth consecutive time on
September 22, the Commission
had re-issued bailable arrest
warrant against Singh and sum-
moned him before it on October
6.   

An IPS officer of the 1988
batch, Singh had on March 20
made a sensational allegation of
corruption against State Home
Minister Anil Deshmukh, the
Maharashtra Government on
Tuesday appointed retired judge
of the Bombay High Court
Kailash Uttamchand Chandiwal
to probe the former CP’s charges
against Deshmukh.

Following the allegations
made by Singh, Deshmukh had
resigned from his post as the
State Home Minister on April 5,
within hours after the Bombay
High Court ordered a
“Preliminary Enquiry” (PE) by
the CBI into the serious charges
of corruption made against him
by Mumbai’s former Police
Commissioner. The commis-
sioner of police had, among
other things, alleged that State
Home Minister Deshmukh had
asked now arrested and sus-
pended police officer Sachin
Vaze last month to "collect" a
staggering Rs 100 crore per
month from bars, restaurants
and other sources.

“The Hon’ble Home
Minister expressed to Vaze that
he had a target to accumulate Rs.
100 crore a month. For achiev-
ing the aforesaid target, the
Hon’ble Home Minister told
Shri Vaze that there are about
1,750 bars, restaurants and other
establishments in Mumbai and
if a sum of � 2-3 lakhs each was
collected from each of 3 them,
a monthly collection of �40-50
crores was achievable. The
Hon’ble Home Minister added
that the rest of the collection
could be made from other
sources,” the former CP had
written.
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with an unprecedented eco-
nomic crisis, dangerous unrest
in Balochistan, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Line of Control
(LoC) and across the invisible
Durand Line. Above all, with
just about a year away from the
end of the three-year extend-
ed term of Gen Bajwa, the
stakes are high. The choice of
the DG ISI was understandably
a matter of concern for various
competing stakeholders and,
with the pre-emptive
announcement of Lt Gen
Anjum, Gen Bajwa has ensured
his man at the pivotal post.
Prime Minister Imran Khan is
left with the awkward choice of
swallowing his pride and sanc-
tifying the choice or risking
going against the mighty
Pakistani military — some-
thing that he can ill-afford
given the popular mood with-
in the country, that increasing-
ly disbelieves his spiel of “naya
Pakistan” (new Pakistan).
Importantly, Gen Bajwa had
short-circuited the traditional
approach of forwarding three
names for the PM’s consider-
ation and, in doing so, set the
cat among the pigeons.

Imran, like his civilian pre-
decessors like Nawaz Sharif,
assorted Bhuttos and other
proxies, will realise that irre-
spective of the preferences
showered, the loyalty of the
Generals is only unto them-

selves and their “institution” and
certainly not to the civilian mas-
ters or even the country beyond
a point. Pakistan’s governance
history is littered with invariable
U-turns by Generals who either
unceremoniously dumped their
political benefactors or sent
them to the gallows — General
Ayub started the trend with
Iskander Mirza, General Zia
treacherously hanged Zulfikar
Bhutto, Benazir Bhutto faced
ISI-organised Operation
Midnight Jackal, Nawaz Sharif
was outdone by General Pervez
Musharaf. All these retractions
by Pakistani Generals followed
an ironical trend of a suppos-
edly “pliant/loyal” choice of a
General (like Zia-ul-Haq and
Pervez Musharaf, who super-
seded others as they were ini-
tially considered non-threaten-
ing). Interestingly, the latest
bout between Imran-Gen
Bajwa follows the same pattern
of a quid pro quo gone sour.
Pakistani military is widely
believed to have been behind
the “management” of Imran’s
success in the 2018 elections,
and the favour was duly
returned with Gen Bajwa secur-
ing a three-year extension to the
post of COAS.

The Pakistan “establish-
ment” is a minefield of insecu-
rities and turf wars that ensure
that nobody can take the other
for granted permanently.

Beyond the simplistic calculus
and optics of a military-versus-
politician’s tiff thrives a complex
admixture of clergy, judiciary
and media to even foreign
powers (from Ummah to the
Chinese) that can be tapped
into towards desired outcome.
With such a lay of the land, the
role of the globetrotting DG ISI,
who often plays a role far more
expansive than the usually
mandated for Intelligence heads
in other countries, becomes
apparent. Unsurprisingly, when
a certain political appointee
like Lt Gen Shamsur Rahman
Kallu did make it to the DG ISI’s
post, the Pakistani military
made sure that his role, rele-
vance and access was cut to size.

From all public accounts,
Lt Gen Anjum is professional-
ly well-rounded with multiple
military courses from the UK
and the US, besides diversified
command/staff exposures —
above all, his surprise and
unilateral appointment will
ensure a modicum of the
“institution’s man” with water-
tight loyalty to the Rawalpindi
GHQ in the perennial cloak-
and-dagger of Pakistani gover-
nance. The Pakistani military
has tripped politicos, yet again.

(The writer, a military vet-
eran, is a former Lt Governor
of Andaman & Nicobar Islands
and Puducherry. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Sir — The “World Stroke Day” is
observed on October 29 to emphasise
the serious nature and alarming rate of
strokes. A stroke is a medical emergency.
Its symptoms include trouble in walk-
ing, speaking and understanding, as well
as paralysis or numbness of the face, arm
or leg. There are four types of strokes —
ischemic stroke, haemorrhagic stroke,
brain stem stroke and cryptogenic
stroke. According to statistics, one in
four people are expected to have a stroke
during their lifetime. In a year, there are
around 15 million cases worldwide,
which makes it the second leading
cause of death globally. 

Statistics suggest that the number of
people getting a stroke has increased
despite transformational growth in
medical science. The condition is alarm-
ing and our lifestyle has a lot to do with
it. Even young adults are not fully
spared. Therefore, we must encourage
youth to exercise and eat healthier
diets. Stress and depression are night-
mares and so is a sedentary lifestyle.
Efforts that help young adults avoid
smoking or excessive drinking should be
incorporated. Hundreds of national
and international days are observed over
the year, and this one should not be
taken for granted. 

Shubham Prajapati | Ujjain
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Sir — It is well established in Punjab pol-
itics that Captain Amarinder Singh will
not stay silent after what the Congress
did to him. Leaving the Congress and
meeting Home Minister Amit Shah has
raised speculation about him joining the
BJP. And now, his decision to form a new
party for the upcoming Assembly elec-
tions in Punjab with other “like-mind-
ed” leaders is a desperate attempt by him.
The Captain has a distinct position of his
own in Punjab politics; he successfully
established his Government there, even
when the Modi leher (PM Modi’s charis-
ma) was at its peak pan-India. 

It is worth making efforts to move
out from the Congress, and tell it that

it is getting weaker in politics, and needs
immediate reforms for survival in India.
Interestingly, his party will pose a direct
challenge to the Congress as Amarinder
is part of a strong faction that holds deep
strength in Punjab. However, how much
damage he can do to the grand old party
is still a question. Meanwhile, the
Congress must draw the right lessons
from its recent blunders and not let the
Opposition damage its election
prospects. 

Kirti Wadhawan | Kanpur
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Sir — The COVID-19 vaccine for chil-
dren aged between 12 and 18 years is
likely to be launched within two to three
weeks. A few private hospitals in Uttar
Pradesh have already started advertis-
ing vaccination for those under 18
years of age. When the inoculation drive
for adults was launched, the jabs were
initially given only at th Government

health facilities. Later, towards the end
of May, private health facilities were
allowed to offer the service. However, a
maximum number of beneficiaries have
opted for Government centres for the
life-saving injections. 

Training for the same has begun to
cope up with a sudden spurt of rush and
also increasing numbers of COVID-19
infection among children. It is just like
the COVID vaccine for adults, the
shots for those below 18 years, too, will
be provided free of cost by the
Government. The initiative taken by
both the State and the Central
Government needs to be appreciated
and the success of child vaccination
needs to be implemented in a phased
manner by the States under the super-
vision of the Centre.  

Dorai Suresh Ramani | Ghaziabad
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The innocuous Abpara area
of Islamabad hosts the
most shadowy element of
the Pakistani “establish-

ment” ie, headquarters of its spy
agency, the ISI (Inter-Services
Intelligence). Infamous with
monikers like “State within a State”,
“rogue agency” or as former Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif cuttingly
described it as “Khalai makhlooq”
(extraterrestrial aliens)! The umbil-
ical cord of Pakistani governance
is publicly fronted by the façade of
a civilian Government in
Islamabad but is practically remote
controlled by the dour Pakistani
Generals who operate from 20 km
away in the garrison township of
Rawalpindi, where the Pakistan
military’s General Head Quarters
(GHQ) sits.

Keeping a proverbial eye, ear
and mind onto the affairs and con-
trol of the Pakistani officialdom is
the lynchpin job of the Director
General ISI (DG ISI), who osten-
sibly reports directly to the Prime
Minister but, as a uniformed offi-
cer, is clearly beholden to the
Pakistani military. This makes the
ultra-sensitive job of the DG ISI
as second most sought after and
powerful office in Pakistan’s mil-
itary hierarchy (if not in entire
Pakistan). The ability of the
incumbent to shape the national
governance agenda, priorities and
tenor is immense, given that it has
had notorious DG’s like General
Hamid Gul whose sense of
extracurricular activism earned
the institution much internation-
al infamy and dread. The recent
sighting of the earlier DG ISI land-
ing in the mayhem and mass exo-
dus of Kabul with a chilling state-
ment that “everything will be
okay” was soon followed by a vir-
tual “coup” within the Taliban’s
ranks, with the ISI’s preferred and
deadly Haqqani faction usurping
the Afghan Taliban leadership.

Today, the perennially manip-
ulative and suspicious elements
within the loose arrangement of
the Pakistani “establishment” are
at extreme unease as Pakistan’s
Chief of Army Staff, General
Qamar Bajwa, has gone ahead and
unilaterally announced a new
DG ISI, Lt Gen Nadeem Ahmed
Anjum, without the apparent
concurrence or alignment with
the Prime Minister. Timing is
ominous with Pakistan saddled
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Amistake was made in
the past. A former
Prime Minister of

India, inadvertently advised by
ill-informed pundits, “pro-
claimed” a unique history for
an assemblage of peoples that
never had a uniformed code
of existence. Indeed, it was
only with the advent of the
colonial rulers and in their
yoke the missionaries that an
alien faith was premeditated-
ly administered. It was this, by
most intent and purposes,
which sowed the seeds of dis-
cord as well as dissonance
from a nation state that had
sought to embrace the Naga
people when the British left
the Indian shores.

Notwithstanding the bel-
ligerence with which
Thuingaleng Muivah and his
cadres have sought to foist flag

and the Constitution on to a
dialogue impasse, the fact of
the matter is that the Tangkhul
chieftain from Somdal has
stalemated a process that
could have concluded in
detente. It is wondered
whether there was more to the
impasse than mere seeking of
a gubernatorial ouster. Many
a quarter has reckoned the
removal as less than appropri-
ate. However, it may be coun-
tenanced as an act of magna-
nimity of a nation that has not
only imbibed a civilisational
imperative that has embraced
countless hues and faiths but
have housed novel usage into
its overarching approach. Such
has been the manner in which
is the Indian state has sought,
known and incepted its people.

But how should one pro-
ceed with the Naga dialogue?

It cannot be without taking
into account the aspirations of
the peoples of Assam,
Arunachal Pradesh and
Manipur. In 2001 when a
thoughtless process sought
“extension of the ceasefire”
without territorial limits it
brought about mayhem in
the region including the burn-
ing down of the Manipur
Assembly building by a peo-
ple that rightfully felt that a
grave injustice had been per-
petrated. The spill over of the

Naga insurrection into the
hill districts of Manipur has
significantly altered the secu-
rity scenario of the state. In its
quest for a Greater Nagaland,
NSCN (IM) is elbowing itself
into parts of Assam,
Arunachal Pradesh and
Manipur. 

However, Manipur consti-
tutes a special case for the
Naga insurgent organisation as
Ukhrul-one of the nine dis-
tricts of Manipur-is home to
NSCN (IM) general secre-
tary, Muivah, and he deems it
an imperative that he incorpo-
rates the Naga inhabited parts
of Manipur and particularly
the Tangkhul Naga (of which
community he is a member)
areas into Nagalim. After all,
what would he have to answer
to his brethren in Somdal if he
were not to achieve the end

objective? To that end, large
tracts of Ukhrul, Chandel,
Senapati and Tamenglong dis-
tricts continue to be in the car-
tographical sights of Muivah,
who like Napoleon (a
Corsican), has to do more
were he to continue to retain
both legitimacy and power
within NSCN (IM).

A few pointers are provid-
ed for a new direction to the
Naga talks:

First: The Naga people of
the present territory of the
state of Nagaland do not coun-
tenance the so-called Nagas of
Manipur as their own and reli-
able reports have stated that
they would be happy without
the inclusion of the territories
of other states into their
autonomous Nagaland.

Second: The question of a
separate flag and constitution

for Nagaland cannot be
accepted by the Indian state. 

Third: The NSCN (IM)
must be clearly informed that
the vehemence with which it
seeks to silence criticism in the
region would not be tolerated.
Political assassinations such as
the one of former president of
Zeliangrong Baudi, Athuan
Abonmai in Tamenglong dis-
trict would, the Naga group,
must be stopped.

Fourth: New Delhi, in its
wisdom, has sought the good
offices of Assam Chief
Minister to reach out to the
NSCN (IM). The strategy is
both novel and pragmatic.
This is especially true because
the credentials of the person-
age who has been vested with
the duty. However, it is also
recommended that people like
Mizoram Chief Minister Pu

Zoramthanga, too, be brought
in for consultation.

The Narendra Modi gov-
ernment simply has to show-
case success on the question of
the Nagas. A speedy and com-
prehensive resolution to the
longest running insurgency
would not only open the
floodgates for the bring-to
on board of other insurgent
groups, but would usher in an
opportunity for economic fil-
lip that the region hungers for. 

The people of the North
East have to be incorporated
into the nation-building exer-
cise and the greater Indian
dream. New Delhi's ability to
correctly integrate the
“enchanted frontiers” rests
considerably on such an
accomplishment. The success
of the Naga talks would be the
first step in that direction.
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(Desai is an Anthropologist
and a conflict analyst with
specialisation in the north-
east region. Saikia is a best-
selling author and a conflict
analyst. The views expressed

are personal.)
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Imagine if we could predict and mit-
igate public health disasters, predict
disease burden at population level and
implement preventive measures to

reduce deaths and hospital admissions,
dramatically cut down the time and cost
of drug discovery or provide personalized
treatment for every individual at a fraction
of the cost. Artificial Intelligence (AI) has
created the possibility of achieving them
and more, which were touted as wishful
thinking just a few years ago. 

Now imagine the impact it can have on
a $372-billion Indian healthcare industry
with CAGR of 39 per cent. It is phenom-
enal. AI has become the buzzword in the
government, industry and academia.

On the contrary, half way across the
world, even countries with established
Electronic Health Record systems are
struggling to scale-up AI implementation.
Most of the algorithms that feature promi-
nently in research literature are nowhere
to be found on-ground.

So, what do all these really mean for
Indian healthcare? As with any domain,
bringing AI on-ground is a complex task
with many stakeholders and interests. So
where do we start? What is that one thing
that can make the difference, if focused on? 

When we look at different stages of devel-
opment of AI application, we are faced with
three pertinent questions.

How do we increase adoption of digital
health?

The fundamental prerequisite to derive
benefit from AI is to first generate data
through rapid digitization at all levels of
healthcare. There are broadly two ways of
doing this: top-down enforcement versus
ground-up endorsement. The US has
used the famous “carrot and stick” method
with the carrot being insurance payouts
and stick being legislative backing with
Health Information Technology for
Economic and Clinical Health Act and the
Affordable Care Act.

In India, more than three-fourth health-
care services are being provided by private
sector and around 80 per cent of them are
less than 50 bedded, small mom-and-pop
facilities. With a sizeable chunk of health-
care providers being in informal sector,
government's control is limited. Therefore,
any attempts to enforce EHR adoption by
legislative route are unlikely to make it
beyond the walls of the Indian Parliament.
The Government of India, though, is try-
ing to use the Ayushmaan Bharat health
insurance payouts to nudge hospitals to go
digital. This approach is limited to in-
patient episodes and it misses the rest of
the patient journey.

If we want rapid digitization of health-
care, ground-up endorsement of some
form of a digital solution by end-users right
from the grass-root level, is the way to go.
Considering the vast variations in medical
practice and consequently varied require-
ments, different kind of products with dif-
ferent revenue models catering to differ-
ent market segments would be required.
India being a price sensitive market, user
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fee may not be a viable source of
revenue for many market seg-
ments. Other data driven streams
of revenue are required.

How do we prevent formation of
silos and data feudalism?

Data feudalism is characterized by
lack of interoperability and data
silos, which happens when there is
no incentive to share data or incen-
tive not to share data or both.
Standardization (EHR standards) is
often put forth as a panacea for this
problem of interoperability and
the Government of India is also
aping the west in this regard.
However, when we look at the US
healthcare system, which is often
seen as an epitome of standardiza-
tion with EHR standards etched
into their laws, interoperability still
remains a pipedream. This
approach has failed miserably in the
US despite legislative backing and
should be a lesson for India.

Besides, there are various
Standards development
Organizations (SDOs) who mutu-
ally compete with each other and
end up creating conflicting stan-
dards leading to incompatibility.
The process of development of
standards is also at times question-
able with balloting process being
influenced by pressure groups
formed by proprietary interests.
Also the standards are known to get
outdated quickly, especially with
rapid advances in medicine and
technology. 

Skewed regulations can poten-
tially be barriers for new & small
entrants. This leaves fewer players
in the market, who grow stronger
over time and oligopolies get
established. 

These incumbents will have a
strong financial incentive to main-
tain status quo. Any new player or

a new innovative idea is a threat to
them and they would naturally
lobby hard to create more entry bar-
riers by influencing the standards.
This could turn out to be the
"Vicious Triangle for Indian
Healthcare" akin to the Iron trian-
gle of US politics, often called sub-
government due to their power to
influence policies. 

So, what is the way out? We need
an ecosystem that encourages inno-
vators to build custom solutions for
wide range of problem statements
ranging from simple ones like
reducing patient waiting times,
automated medical records man-
agement, improving medication
compliance to advanced once like
clinical decision support, automat-
ed second opinions etc. This would
create a natural financial incentive
for all of them to collaborate with
each other and they will find ways
to seamlessly share data. Therefore,
our policies should not let the
vicious triangle or Data Feudalism
to set-in, by keeping the market
open for more new players. 

How to extract maximum value
from the data?

Data is of some consequence
only when we can make it work for
all stakeholders. Liberal secondary
use of data with innovative algo-
rithms can create more and more
use cases and thus immensely ben-
efit the patients. However, there is
a raging debate about data privacy
and some quarters are calling for a
crackdown on secondary use of
data with tighter regulations
restricting them. This could be a
death knell for digital health in
India. 

Considering a diverse range of
users, it only makes democratic
sense to provide the freedom to
people to choose between prod-

ucts/applications that offer free
services by commercializing user
data and the ones that offer absolute
privacy but for a user fee. A small
tweak between opt-in (secondary
use only if user chooses) versus opt-
out (secondary use of data done
unless user chooses otherwise) in
data policy can turn the tables
around. 

Tight restrictions have two-fold
fallouts. First, it stifles innovation
and creates stagnation in the system
and second, user-charges increase
as revenue streams from secondary
use of data dry up and money has
to come from somewhere. This
double whammy will hit at the very
heart of adoption of digitization that
can completely derail digitization
efforts in Indian Healthcare. 

Data is clearly the common thread
that runs across all the verticals of
healthcare. Merely creating AI
applications will not create the
desired change. Indian Healthcare
industry is run by incumbent com-
mercial interests that are closely
intertwined with existing medical
practice and norms in the backdrop
of socio-economic and political fac-
tors. 

Data can have the necessary
impact only when it turns into a
currency that can create a market
for new players and overcome sta-
tus quo. Only a liberal data policy,
of course with due regard for
patient privacy, can enable robust
secondary use of data, create novel
business models and bestow data
with the financial firepower to
create sustainable changes in the
system. Creating highly restrictive
data policies can be disastrous
with the vicious triangle of indus-
try stagnation setting in.It is defi-
nitely the Data, stupid; which can
make or break the industry. 

(Dr Vikas H is Asst
Professor & Dr Naveen

Gowda, Resident
Administrator, at Dept of
Hospital Administration,

AIIMS, New Delhi. 
Dr Atul Kumar is an
alumnus of AIIMS,

currently serving in the
ESI Corporation, New

Delhi. The views expressed
are personal.)
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Sudan’s strongman fired at
least six ambassadors,

including the envoys to the US,
the European Union and
France, after they condemned
the military’s takeover of the
country, a military official said
on Thursday.

The diplomats pledged
their support for the now-
deposed Government of Prime
Minister Abddalla Hamdok.

Also fired by Gen Abdel-
Fattah Buran late on
Wednesday were the Sudanese
ambassadors to Qatar, China
and the UN mission in Geneva,
according to the official, who
spoke on condition of
anonymity because he was not
authorized to brief media. 

The state-run Sudan TV
also reported the dismissals.

The ambassadors were
fired two days after Burhan dis-
solved the transitional gov-

ernment and detained the
prime minister, many govern-
ment officials and political
leaders in a coup condemned
by the US and the West. The
military allowed Hamdok to
return home Tuesday after
international pressure for his
release.

Burhan said the military

forces were compelled to take
over because of quarrels
between political parties that he
claimed could lead to civil war.
However, the coup also comes
just weeks before Burhan
would have had to hand over
the leadership of the Sovereign
Council, the ultimate deci-
sion-maker in Sudan, to a

civilian, in a step that would
reduce the military’s hold on
the country. The council has
military and civilian members.
Hamdok’s government ran
Sudan’s daily affairs.

The coup threatens to halt
Sudan’s fitful transition to
democracy, which began after
the 2019 ouster of long-time
ruler Omar al-Bashir and his
Islamist government in a pop-
ular uprising.

The takeover came after
weeks of mounting tensions
between military and civilian
leaders over the course and
pace of that process.

Ali bin Yahia, Sudan’s
envoy in Geneva, was defiant
after his dismissal. 

“I will spare no efforts to
reverse the situation, explain
facts and resist the blackout
imposed by coup officials on
what is happened my beloved
country,” he said in video com-
ments posted online.
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French authorities fined two
British fishing vessels and

kept one in port overnight
Thursday amid a worsening
dispute over fishing licenses
that has stoked tensions fol-
lowing the UK’s departure
from the European Union.

Britain’s Government
warned France that it would it
retaliate if French officials fol-
lowed through on threats made
late Wednesday to block British
boats from some French ports
and tighten checks on UK ves-
sels. France also suggested it
might restrict energy supplies
to the Channel Islands, British
Crown dependencies that lie off
the coast of France.

“We believe these are dis-
appointing and disproportion-
ate, and not what we’d expect
from a close ally and partner,”
UK Environment Secretary
George Eustice told lawmakers.

“The measures being threat-
ened do not appear to be com-
patible with the trade and
cooperation agreement or
wider international law, and if
carried through will be met
with an appropriate and cali-
brated response.”

Since the UK left the eco-
nomic orbit of the EU in
January, relations between
London and Paris have become
increasingly frayed as the
nations on either side of the
English Channel sort out a
post-Brexit path. 

France vehemently protest-
ed the decision last month by
the UK and the Channel Island
of Jersey to refuse dozens of
French fishing boats licenses to
operate in their territorial
waters. Dozens of other licens-
es were granted. France says the
restrictions are contrary to the
post-Brexit agreement that
Britain signed when it 
left the EU. 

After weeks of negotia-
tions, British authorities have
issued more fishing licenses,
but the number still only
accounts for 50% of what
France believes it “is entitled
to,” French government
spokesman Gabriel Attal said
Wednesday. 

“We have worked with the
British, we gave them all the
requested data, documents,
information to back these
(license) requests,” Attal said.
“Our patience has reached 
its limits.”
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The Russian capital on
Thursday started a non-

working period intended to
stem coronavirus infections as
new daily cases and deaths
from Covid-19 surged to all-
time highs.

The Government coron-
avirus task force reported 1,159
deaths in 24 hours, the largest
daily tally since the pandemic
began. The country’s official
death toll from the pandemic,
by far the highest in Europe,
now stands at 2,35,057, 

To slow the spread of the
virus, Russian President
Vladimir Putin has ordered a
nonworking period from Oct.
30 to November 7, when most
state organizations and pri-
vate businesses are to suspend
operations. He encouraged the
most affected regions to start
sooner, and some ordered most
of their residents off work ear-
lier this week.

Moscow followed
Thursday, shutting kinder-
gartens, schools, gyms, enter-
tainment venues and most
stores, and allowing restau-

rants and cafes to only provide
service for takeout or delivery.
Food stores, pharmacies and
companies operating key infra-
structure remained open.

Access to museums, the-
aters, concert halls and other
venues is limited to people
holding digital codes on their
smartphones to prove they
have been vaccinated or recov-
ered from Covid-19, a practice
that will remain in place after
November 7.

Putin has also instructed
local officials to close night-
clubs and other entertainment
venues, and ordered unvacci-
nated people older than 60 to
stay home. 
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Tens of thousands of sup-
porters of a banned radical

Islamist party in Pakistan took
out a march towards Islamabad
on Thursday to press the gov-
ernment of Prime Minister
Imran Khan to release their
party chief Saad Rizvi and
expel the French ambassador.

The rally by members of
the Tehreek-i-Labbaik Pakistan
(TLP), which started after the
government announced that it
cannot meet its demand for the
expulsion of the French ambas-
sador, has reached Gujranwala,
some 80 kms from here.
Gujranwala is approximately
220 kms from Islamabad.

Life in the areas surround-
ing its route continues to
remain disrupted as cellphone
and internet services also
remain suspended. Lahore’s
link to Rawalpindi and
Islamabad has also been cut off
from the GT Road.

“Police and Rangers are

deployed on the route but unlike
Wednesday, the law enforcers
did not stop the TLP workers on
the order from the top as some
government functionaries have
engaged its leadership in talks,”
a Punjab government official
told PTI on Thursday.

For the time being, the
government has changed its
strategy in the wake of
Wednesday’s bloody clashes in
which four policemen and as
many TLP activities were killed
and over 400 injured, including
policemen, he said.

The Pakistan Railways has
also announced that three
trains between Lahore and
Rawalpindi and Islamabad will
remain suspended for
Thursday for both inbound and
outbound services.

The government has
announced that the protesters
will not be allowed to reach
Islamabad, the final destination
of the TLP where it plans to
hold a sit-in till the government
accepted its demands.

Beijing: US warships and
planes carried out over 2,000
close spying missions aimed at
China this year as the rivalry
between the two countries
heightened, a PLA researcher
has claimed, asserting that the
high frequency of such close
reconnaissance endangers the
country’s sovereign security
which will “undoubtedly
increase the risk of gunfire”.

The targets of these mis-
sions included the Chinese
controlled islands and reefs in
the disputed South China Sea
(SCS) as well as the coastal area

of the Chinese mainland, Cao
Yanzhong, a researcher with the
People’s Liberation Army
(PLA) Academy of Military
Science, has told an annual
Chinese military conference.

“The high frequency of
such close reconnaissance
endangers China’s sovereign
security and heightens region-
al tensions, which will inevitably
trigger firm opposition from
China and undoubtedly
increase the risk of gunfire,” Cao
told a panel at the 10th
Xiangshan Forum, an annual
Chinese military conference. 
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The sultan of Brunei said on
Thursday that Myanmar

remains an integral part of the
Association of Southeast Asian
Nations and the bloc hopes its
military government will work
with an ASEAN envoy to defuse
the political crisis triggered by
its seizure of power in February.

Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah, who
chaired a three-day online sum-
mit organised by ASEAN that also
involved other world leaders, said
the 10-member bloc will stand by
Myanmar and continue to extend
its help despite barring its military
leader from the summit.

“Myanmar is an integral
part of the ASEAN family and
their membership has not been
questioned,” he told reporters in
Bandar Seri Begawan at the end
of the summit, after being asked
why ASEAN didn’t take stronger
action against Myanmar, includ-
ing possible expulsion.

ASEAN barred Myanmar’s
military leader, Senior Gen.
Min Aung Hlaing, from repre-
senting the country at the sum-
mit, in its harshest rebuke yet
since the army ousted civilian
leader Aung San Suu Kyi. 

Geneva: Sites containing some
of the world’s most treasured
forests, including the Yosemite
National Park and Indonesia’s
Sumatra rainforest, have been
emitting more heat-trapping
carbon dioxide than they have
absorbed in recent years, a
UN-backed report said.

According to the report
released Thursday, factors like
logging, wildfires and clearance
of land for agriculture are to

blame. The excess carbon turns
up from just 10 of 257 forests
classified among UNESCO
World Heritage sites.

The Switzerland-based
International Union for
Conservation of Nature and
UNESCO, the UN’s cultural
and educational agency, said
their report provides the first-
ever assessment of greenhouse
gases produced and absorbed
in UNESCO-listed forests. AP
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The Centre on Thursday
released the balance �

44,000 crore to States as loan to
compensate for the GST short-
fall, taking the total such
amount to �1.59 lakh crore this
fiscal. 

This release of funds as
back-to-back loans is in addi-
tion to the bi-monthly GST
compensation being given out
of cess collection. 

The 43rd GST Council
meeting on May 28, 2021, had
decided that the Centre would
borrow �1.59 lakh crore in
2021-22 and release it to States
and UTs with legislature on a
back-to-back basis to meet the
resource gap due to the short-
fall in compensation on
account of inadequate amount
collected in the GST compen-
sation fund. 

This amount is as per the
principles adopted for a simi-

lar facility in the last fiscal
2020-21, where �1.10 lakh
crore was released to States. 

"The Ministry of Finance
has released �44,000 crore
today to the States and UTs
with Legislature under the
back-to-back loan facility in
lieu of GST Compensation," the
ministry said in a statement. 

The ministry had on July
15 and October 7 released �
75,000 crore and �40,000 crore,
respectively, to the states.
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Public sector Indian Bank on
Thursday said the bank

reported standalone net profit
of �1,089.17 crore for the quar-
ter ending September 30, 2021,
as against �412.28 crore during
the same period last year.

The city-headquartered
bank's standalone net profit for
the six-month period ending
September 30, 2021 grew to
�2,270.83 crore from � 781.54
crore registered a year ago.

The standalone total
income for the quarter under
review stood at �11,440.41
crore as against �11,615.90
crore in the corresponding
quarter previous year.

For the half year ending
September 30, 2021, the total
income grew to �22,884.69
crore from �23,103.01 crore in
the same period last fiscal.
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Posting its biggest one-day
rout in over six months, the

BSE Sensex nosedived 1,159
points on Thursday as investors
unwound long positions on
expiry of monthly derivative
contracts amid a string of lack-
lustre earnings and cautious
sentiment overseas. 

Banking, FMCG and ener-
gy shares came under heavy
selling pressure, while midcap
and smallcap counters also
suffered hefty losses.

Sliding for the second
straight session, the 30-share
BSE benchmark tanked
1,158.63 points or 1.89 per cent
to close at 59,984.70. This was
its biggest drop since April 12
this year, when it had plunged
1,708 points. 

Similarly, the broader NSE
Nifty plummeted 353.70 points
or 1.94 per cent to finish at

17,857.25.
ITC was the top loser in the

Sensex pack, tumbling 5.54
per cent, a day after reporting
a lower-than-estimated 10.09
per cent increase in consoli-
dated net profit for the second
quarter. 

ICICI Bank, Kotak Bank,
Axis Bank, Titan, SBI and
HDFC Bank were among the
other major laggards, shed-
ding as much as 4.39 per cent. 

Only six Sensex counters
managed to close in the green. 

IndusInd Bank topped
the gainers' chart with a jump
of 2.94 per cent after clocking
a 73 per cent rise in Q2 net
profit. L&T, UltraTech Cement,
Asian Paints, Maruti and Bajaj
Finance were the other win-
ners.  Investors lost Rs 4.82 lakh
crore in Thursday's session,
with the market capitalisation
of all BSE-listed companies
standing at Rs 2,60,48,949.80
crore 

"In our view, in addition to
weak global cues, unwinding of
long positions especially in
financials on F&O expiry,

which had seen sharp rally in
recent period were the prime
reasons for sharp market cor-
rection today," said Binod
Modi, Head - Strategy at
Reliance Securities.  
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Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman will attend the

G-20 joint Finance and Health
Ministers meeting in Rome
on October 29, which among
other things will discuss Covid
pandemic prevention and
response.  “Union Finance
Minister Smt. @nsitharaman
embarks on an official visit to
attend #G20 Joint Finance &
Health Ministers meeting in
#Rome to discuss measures to
strengthen #COVID19
#PandemicPrevention, #pre-
paredness & #response. The
meeting precedes
#G20RomeSummit,” the
Finance Ministry
tweeted.Finance and health
ministers will discuss how to
keep momentum in response
to the pandemic and build on
further coordination arrange-
ments between the ministries.
On October 29, G20 Finance
and Health Ministers will gath-
er in Rome for their first joint
meeting under the Italian G20
Presidency. 
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The Power Ministry has
revised the terms of refer-

ence of National Committee on
Transmission (NCT) to fast-
track planning and approval of
power transmission projects. 

"As one more step in the
series of major reforms being
carried out in the power sector
under the direction of the
Union Power Minister RK
Singh, the Ministry of Power
has revised the terms of refer-
ence of National Committee on
Transmission (NCT) to fast-
track Inter State Transmission
System (ISTS) planning and
approval process," a power
ministry statement stated.

This will go a long way in
further facilitating Renewable
Energy development and inte-
gration in the power system, it
added.

The NCT is mandated to
propose expansion of ISTS to
the ministry for approval after

assessing the trend of growth in
demand and generation in var-
ious regions, constraints, if
any, in the inter-state, inter-
region transfer of power, which
are likely to arise in the near-
term/medium term. 

The NCT is headed by
chairperson, Central Electricity
Authority, and comprising of
representatives of the Ministry
of New & Renewable Energy,
the Ministry of Power, NITI
Aayog, Central Transmission
Utility, Power System
Operation Corporation and
two experts.

The ministry said, "Our
country has pledged in COP-21
in Paris to reduce its carbon
footprint by 33-35 per cent
from its 2005 levels by 2030 and
meet 40 per cent of its elec-
tricity needs from non-fossil
fuel sources by then."

As a part of energy tran-
sition goal, India has set a tar-
get of 450 GW of renewable
energy capacity by 2030. 
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Digital firm One97
Communications, which

operates under Paytm brand
name, On Thursday said its
IPO will open on November 8
for subscription in the price
band of �2,080-2,150 apiece,
which implies that the firm's
valuation stands at �1.44 lakh
crore-�1.48 lakh crore.  The ini-
tial public offer (IPO) sub-
scription will close on
November 10. Paytm plans to
raise � 18,300 crore from the
IPO which comprises �8,300
crore from issuance of fresh
equity and �10,000 crore from
offer for sale (OFS).  The OFS
consists sale of up to �402.65
crore by Vijay Shekhar Sharma,

up to � 4,704.43 crore
by Antfin
( N e t h e r l a n d s )
Holdings, up to
�784.82 crore by
A l i b a b a . C o m
Singapore E-
Commerce and up to
� 75.02 crore by
Elevation CapitalV FII
Holdings. Further,
Elevation Capital V
Ltd will offer up to
�64.01 crore, Saif III
Mauritius �1,327.65cr 
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The rupee settled 11 paise
higher at 74.92 against the

US dollar on Thursday
despite massive sell-offs in the
domestic equity market as
easing crude oil prices lent
some support to the local cur-
rency. At the interbank forex
market, the domestic unit
opened at 74.92 against the
greenback and witnessed an
intra-day high of 74.76 and a
low of 74.94 during the day's
trade. It finally ended at 74.92
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Our dandiyas have just sat there, but now it’s time
to think about the brightest time of the year; the

festival of lights is upon us with happiness and good
cheer. Throughout the year we look forward to
Diwali, a three to four-days festival that has us
pumped and waiting all year long. Take this time to truly
enjoy and rejoice as we reminisce and celebrate with
our loved ones and dear ones.

Fashionistas will love the time of year when they
can indulge their inner style diva and rock their best
outfits, embracing the latest trends, silhouettes, and
colours. 

Here are some fabulous options that brands like
Shilpsutra and EnEch by Nupur Harwani are offering
this Diwali, making you shine like the diamond you
are!

�The classic saree
Sarees are through

and through a tradi-
tional garment, but
they can also provide
you with much more.
Whether you’re look-
ing for different styles
or different materials,
such as georgette or
organza, there are a lot
of styles and designs to
experiment with.

�You-can-never-
go-wrong anarkalis

When in doubt,
wear a stunning
anarkali dress. With
this silhouette, you can effortlessly hide the not-so-great
features while it also looks great on most body-types.
With great designs, you’ll have no trouble finding some-
thing that suits you.

�The statement
co-ord sets

We are gradually
incorporating co-ord
sets into our
wardrobes, and they
intend to stay.
Depending on your
preferences, you can
opt for a traditional
feel or experiment
with vibrant tech-
niques, like shibori, to
add a bit of moderni-
ty to your outfit.  

�The comfort-
able anti-fit

Style without
comfort is like eating
a burger without cheese; otherwise, how can you enjoy
your time? Anti-fit silhouettes are mainly created to help
you feel comfortable and stylish.

�The simple
kurta set with a twist

The plain and tra-
ditional kurta-sets
have got to go; fusion
is the best way to stay
trendy and tradition-
al. Add some fun to
your style with laced
hemlines, embroi-
dered hemlines, and
asymmetrical silhou-
ettes. For a chic-er
look, pair embroi-
dered palazzos, mirror
work asymmetrical
kurtas, bias jackets,
and embellished
bralettes with skirt
sarees.

Deepawali, or Diwali, the festival
of lights is around the corner.
The festival is full of celebrations

with family and friends, there is laugh-
ter, there are crackers and the most
tempting part of Deepawali are sweets.
Mithais are packed with beautiful
wrapping papers, where chocolates
have recently become one of the
favourite gifts to exchange.

Varieties of sweets/foods are pre-
pared during this festival which could
incorporate sticky sweets, sweets con-
taining artificial colours and fried
foods. Afterall, Deepawali is the time for
savouring these luscious delicacies but,
at the same time, it should not pose
damage to our healthy smiles.

What actually happens:
Whenever we eat sweets, the food

particles stick to our teeth. This leads
to the formation of a sticky bio-film
called plaque. This plaque serves as a
treat for harmful micro-organisms,
which, in turn, become acidic. This acid
creates holes in the outermost covering
of the teeth, that is, enamel. If left
untreated, harmful micro-organisms
can reach to the roots of your teeth. The
result usually is tooth pain, sensitivity,
loosening of teeth or even swelling of
the mouth.

Why this does happen? 
As it is always said ‘Dentistry is not

expensive but negligence is’, the reasons
are not brushing regularly, consuming
sticky foods and carbonated drinks
often, chocolates and refined foods. Not

rinsing your mouth after meals and not
staying hydrated could also be other
reasons. Smoking cigarettes, chewing
tobacco, and drinking alcohol regular-
ly are only added threats.

Here are some tips to show a
beautiful smile this Deepawali-

�Brushing teeth
It is very important, during the fes-

tival, to stick to tight schedule.
Irrespective of exhaustion from late
night party or stress, it is always
advised to brush twice a day for a min-
imum of two minutes. This routine is
also important for denture
wearers.They should clean their den-
tures twice a day.

�Flossing
Flossing prevents food particles

from sticking in between teeth. Flossing
can be done by a manual dental floss
or by a powered dental flosser. Flossing
should be done at least once a day.

�Tongue cleaning
Tongue harbours harmful micro-

organisms. These micro-organisms
can lead to oral malodour. It is very
important to clean your tongue twice
a day with a tongue scraper.

�Mouth rinsing 
It is always advisable to rinse your

mouth with plain water after eating.
This will prevent food particles from
sticking to teeth which, in turn, pre-
vents both tooth sensitivity and den-
tal decay.

�Mouth washes
Mouth washes are an excellent

option to prevent tooth decay, gums
sensitivity and oral malodour. But
mouth washes should only be taken
after dentist prescription. Warm saline
gargles should be performed after
meals this will not only prevent Covid

infection but will also provide a good
gums care.

� Habits
Stress causes people to grind their

teeth .This leads to erosion of outer sur-
face of teeth. If you think you have a
habit of grinding teeth or you experi-

ence pain in jaws after you wake up in
the morning. You should discuss this
with your dentist, your dentist might
suggest you a mouth-guard which will
prevent tooth damage. During
Deepawali, we all decorate our houses
and wrap gifts for our loved ones but
we should remember that we should not
use our teeth as tools for piercing tapes
and cutting threads.

�Deepawali vacations
If you are planning to go on vaca-

tions, do not forget to take your oral
health kit. Note that we should not share
our tooth brushes with anybody,
because this can lead to transfer of
harmful micro-organisms from one
person to another.

�Diet
Sweets are one of the most tempt-

ing parts of Deepawali and they cannot
be avoided. Consuming sweets before
or during meals reduces the chances of
tooth decay. Avoid eating sweets con-
taining artificial colour as it can stain
your teeth. Drinking carbonated or
acidic drinks with straw reduces the
chance of tooth erosion. It is always
advisable to consume sweets or drinks
made from milk, which aids in build-
ing strong teeth. It is always advisable
to eat unpeeled apples, raw green leafy
vegetables like spinach and radish after
meals. This increases the flow of sali-
va and reduces the chance of tooth
decay. One can also chew xylitol chew-
ing gums that also reduce tooth decay.

�Prescribed dental visit
If you are noticing bleeding gums,

blackish discolouration of tooth, tooth
pain or oral malodour, you should visit
your dentist as soon as possible. The
issue will be treated and you will be able
to enjoy your festival to the fullest.

It is very important to visit your
dentist after the festival is over. A rou-
tine dental check-up will be performed,
which will help in retaining your beau-
tiful smile.

�Warning
One should never perform stunts

like burning crackers in the mouth. It
is very harmful, not only to craniofacial
structures, but also to the entire body.   

Have a safe, happy, beautiful and
smiling Deepawali.

(The author is a practising dentist
who frequently writes articles on oral

hygiene.)

Diwali is probably everyone’s
favourite time of the year.

It’s such a wholesome feeling, an
unparalleled joy, indeed.

Every year, people eagerly
wait for the festival of lights to
celebrate new beginnings, com-
mencing of winters and the year
ending on a prosperous note.
However, with festivities, come
responsibilities. Diwali is a fes-
tival celebrated with love,
warmth and care. Unfortunately,
in between our lights and crack-
ers, the tiny furry buddies suf-
fer the most. 

It’s heart wrenching the way
some people behave with the
animals on the streets during
Diwali days. It’s just not accept-
able. We need to look after
them, especially at such events.

Chilling around with your
family, friends and dearest pets
is the ideal Diwali we all look
forward to every year. Crackers,
bright lights and loud tunes are
a part of Diwali festivities, but
they can be uncomfortable for
pets. They can be traumatised,
for life, with the loud and
rustling noises around them all
night long. Be it a pet owner or
not, every individual must take
care of the animals around them
amidst the bursting Diwali vibes. 

Now, it’s not like you should-
n’t be celebrating Diwali the old
school way, just be cautious
around wiggling tails. Below
are some helpful tips to celebrate
and make memories without
troubling the animals around us.
Let’s make it a co-existing and

celebratory Diwali.

�Curate a soundproof
room/area for your pet

Noise and light reduction
would be the best thing to do for
your pets. Dogs and cats aren’t
comfortable with all the loud

noises, and the flashy lights can
make them jumpy and stressful.
Restrict a room or an area for
your pets that is safe from such
things. Being near them and
assuring them that they are
cared for can help them cope
with their growing anxiety as the
holiday season continues.

�Tap the sweet consump-
tion of your pets

Yes, it’s a festival of sweets
and delicacies, but you must
keep an eye on your pet’s con-
sumption of the same. An excess
of sweets can hinder their diges-

tive system, rendering them ill. 

�Clean the cracker and
decoration mess immediately

Chemical residues, empty
packages, plastic threads, and the
rest of the mess might be harm-
ful to your dogs. Dogs have a
habit of hogging on anything
chewable, and that’s why the
whole cleaning-the-mess thing
becomes mandatory. 

�Go for environment-
friendly decorations and lights

People have become more
aware than ever. Today, you can

find plenty of environment-
friendly decoration options that
don’t harm the surroundings and
are feasible for people with pets
and babies in their houses. 

�Give shelter to any stray
looking for a safe place

The most affected creatures
are the stays. Nobody pays much
attention to their condition dur-
ing this time of the year. It’s dis-
turbing how several people irri-
tate them and make videos just
for the sake of entertainment
during Diwali. Let’s take a stance
this Diwali, and let’s shelter a
stray in need! Let them stay
under your roof till the noises
blur out and feed them food and
water.  

�Pets should have a collar
in case they get lost

Complaints concerning lost
pets are the highest during fes-
tivities. Troubled by the noises
and anxiety, the pets can storm
out anytime from their abode.
They must wear a collar tag with
the owner’s contact information.
Contact the nearest municipal
office or police station to file a
report if you come across a lost
pet. And if the pet has a collar,
contact the owners right away. 

Celebrate responsibly and
enjoy every bit of your favourite
festival with your furry buddies.

(The author is the
co-founder of Petpixi, a Delhi-
based online market-place for

pets.)
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Strolling through the
pebbled walkway while
entering the much-

hyped restaurant, I realised
that Dramz has been
designed like a Scottish
home situated in the heart of
the capital. Without further
ado, making my way
through the three-and-a-
half-levelled space, I found
my comfortable spot at the
open-air limited seating area
from where I could catch the
unhindered sight of one of
the Mughal era’s iconic mon-
uments — Qutub Minar.
The majestic minaret was
ablaze with golden lights
that accentuated its intricate
carvings. My mood was, cer-
tainly, set right for the night.
But before indulging in the
multi-cuisine menu of the
restaurant, it would be inter-
esting to note that the jour-
ney here does not begin
with the food but with ambi-
ence. The infectious vibe
seemed to pervade the place.

Coming to what I was
here for, toasting to the
breezy, full moon night, I
ordered one of their signa-
ture cocktails – whiskey-
based Miami beach. As I
sipped onto my yellow-hued
fruity concoction, complete
with an orange wedge, I
glimpsed at the rest of the
menu. First was Tirupita on
the table. The soft cheese frit-
ters came wrapped in filo
sheets, filled with cheddar
pickled jalapeno peppers
and artisanal black peppers.
Its filling made me look for-
ward to what was to follow.
So, under the appetizers sec-
tion only, I ordered three
more delicacies – garlic
bread, Shanghai dimsums,
and Croquetas de setas, a
new addition. The former
one could be designed in
accordance with my taste
buds as they were open to
suggestions according to
what was written on the
menu. Thus, I selected black

olives, mozzarella cheese covered
with garlic and fresh herbs as the
topping. Dimsums had broccoli,
wild mushrooms, zucchini and
bell peppers as the stuffing. While
I could taste each ingredient sep-
arately, they came together delight-
fully as a whole. This made for a
dish that was satisfying and at the
same time left me craving for
more. Croquetas de setas has been
originated in Spain and it’s also
known as mushroom croquettes. It
had crumb-fried mushrooms,
which had a crispy texture on the

outside and creamy inside. It,
indeed, lived up to its description
of mouth-melting.

Next up was their assortment
of platters, from which I decided to
opt for ‘chef recommended’ Global
street food platter. It incorporated
several elements, right from sliders,
tacos, baby corn fritters, mini piz-
zas, dimsums, paneer tikka skew-
ers, to quesadillas and potato
parcels. While every other dish on
the platter had elevated flavours
beyond the usual, quesadilla piqued
my interest the most. It was a

Mexican dish cooked on a
griddle, consisting of a tortilla
that is filled primarily with
cheese, other spices and fillings.
Be it in texture, taste or the
complexity of flavours, it was
way ahead of the others. One
bite into and one would know
the reason why. The portion
of the platter made my
stomach fill to the brim
with multiple cuisines it
devoured. However,
Cacio-e-
Pepe, a
Roman delicacy
made with spaghet-
ti or traditionally
tonnarelli followed.
It was a stripped-
down form of mac
and cheese, which was
grated with pecorino
Romano cheese, and
black pepper. The spices

were not overpowering and
the flavours that came through
were clean. To accompany all
the above food items, I had
tried their few more signature
cocktails, including whisky-
based Highball Jameson,

Bourbon leaf, and vodka-
based Chilly litchi and

Italian expert.
Although I tasted

e v e r y
drink, I

would have been
able to do better
justice to them if
I wasn’t full till
the gills.

In desserts, I
was served three
— Dramz’s spe-
ciality brownie,
tiramisu and baked
cheesecake. I pre-
ferred the first and

the last one more than the
tiramisu, which is a coffee-
flavoured Italian dessert.
However, their special brownie
won all the brownie points as it
was sweetened to perfection, not
too intense to make me want to
leave it after the first bite as hap-
pens often. It came along with
liquid minimal hot chocolate,
which they poured above it. It
was, indeed, a sweet end to a
soul-satisfying meal.

Even during the ongoing
pandemic uncertain times, the
restaurant is undoubtedly a
crowd-puller. It is a perfect
mélange of cultures and
cuisines, right from Indian,
Scottish, Italian, European,
Roman, to Mexican, Spanish
and more, absolutely worth all
the hype. I finally headed home
with a memorable night, which
still lingers on in my mind.
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WHAT’S COOKING: HALLOWEEN SPECIAL
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Colourful all-rounder Hardik
Pandya is likely to be sent

back into the IPL auction pool
by Mumbai Indians as the five-
time champions are more or less
sanguine about the players who
are in their retention list for the
2022 season.

With the IPL set to be a 10-
team affair after RP-SG bought
Pune and CVC owned the
Ahmedabad franchises respec-
tively, there will be a big auction
in December this year with a lot
of teams restructuring their
core, looking at the future.

However MI, one of the best
IPL teams across the 14 seasons,
will have their core almost same
but a notable absentee could be
Hardik, a flamboyant all-
rounder who has of late become
more of a specialist batter.
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WILL BE GREAT IF INDIA, PAK MEET AGAIN IN FINAL: MUSHTAQ
Dubai: Pakistan coach Saqlain Mushtaq on Thursday said it
would be a “great thing” if his team gets to square off against
India in the T20 World Cup final and lauded the two sides
for sending a message of friendship during their earlier clash
in the ongoing tournament. Pakistan defeated India by 10 wick-
ets in the match on Sunday and, according to Saqlain, the sport-
ing conduct of players on both the sides sent a strong mes-
sage of humanity. Asked if he would want another game with
the traditional rivals in the final of the marquee tournament,
Saqlain said, “If India makes the final, it would be a great thing
because I feel, and this is not because we have beaten them,
they are a strong team, everyone considers them a favourite.”
“Do match khelenge to relation aur acche ho jaenge (playing
one more match would only better our relations).  

HOLDER REPLACES INJURED MCCOY IN WI SQUAD
Dubai: All-rounder Jason Holder on Thursday replaced
injured pacer Obed McCoy in the West Indies squad after
the event technical committee of the T20 World Cup
approved the change. West Indies, who have lost both their
matches, are scheduled to play Bangladesh in Sharjah on
Friday. “Holder, who has played 199 international matches
including 27 T20Is, was named as a replacement after McCoy
was ruled out due to a leg injury,” an ICC release said. “Holder
was a reserve as per the allowance for teams to travel with
extra players in view of COVID-19 quarantine requirements,”
it added.
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Indian boxer Narender
Berwal (+92kg) stormed

into the pre-quarterfinals of
the AIBA Men’s World
Championships after out-
classing Sierra Leone’s
Mohamed Kendeh in a lop-
sided second-round contest
here on Thursday.

Berwal thoroughly domi-
nated his imposing rival, who
just could not connect for
most part of the bout and
struggled with his movement
as well.

The Indian, making his
debut at the big event, was the
sharper of the two and did

well not to come in the line of
the heavy punches Kendeh
could have thrown had he
been more agile.

Kendeh’s sluggish foot-
work, inability to either
defend himself or launch any
attack of note eventually
forced the referee to hand him
a standing eight count a
minute and a half into the
third round. 

The bout was then
stopped in Berwal’s favour.

However, late last night,
another debutant Varinder
Singh (60kg) was forced to
give a walkover to Karen
Tonakanyan of Armenia as he
was in no position to fight due

to high fever.
“He is better now. We

took him to hospital and also
got him tested for COVID-19
and was found to be negative.
Just bad luck, what can you
do,” India’s High Performance
Director Santiago Nieva told
PTI.  India protested against
the RSC loss of Lakshya
Chahar (86kg) on Wednesday
evening but it was rejected by
the tournament jury.

Chahar lost to Korea’s
Kim Hyeongkyu, a former
Asian Games silver-medal-
list, after the bout had to be
stopped in the second round
when a forehead cut sustained
by the Indian opened up.
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India will be a part of the FIFAe Nations
Series 2022 (FeNS22), the flagship compet-

itive gaming series of FIFA for its member
associations.  The tournament will be contest-
ed by FIFAe national teams. 

India, currently ranked 23 out of 60 in the
FIFAe nations ranking, will contest from the
Asia and Oceania region. 

The team will look to pick things up from
where they left in the previous season, as they
narrowly missed out on a chance to qualify for
the play-offs. 

India will start their campaign at the qual-
ifying stages of the tournament. 

The FIFAe Nations Online Qualifiers
2022 Play In stage will be starting from
December 2021, where the team, over a
period of four competition weeks extending
until April 2022, will compete with FIFAe
national squads from member associations
that participated in FeNS21, for qualification
to the FIFAe Nations playoffs 2022. 

If it is unable to qualify through the Play-
ins, India will get another chance for qualifi-
cation through the FIFAe Nations Online
Qualifier 2022 main stage. At this stage, the
team will compete against newly on-boarded
member associations for FeNS22 and other
returning  member associations from FeNS21
for a spot in the playoffs.
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South African star Quinton
de Kock on Thursday made

himself available for his team’s
remaining matches of the T20
World Cup, saying he is fine
taking a knee if it “educates
others” and that he was deeply
hurt at being called a racist for
refusing to make the gesture
earlier.

The wicketkeeper-batter
pulled out of South Africa’s
Group 1 Super 12 stage match
against the West Indies in
Dubai on Tuesday, his decision
coming after the Cricket South
Africa ordered players to take
the knee before every game.
The stunning move had led to
widespread speculation about

his playing future.
“I am deeply sorry for all

the hurt, confusion and anger
that I have caused. I was quiet
on this very important issue
until now. 

But I feel I have to explain

myself a little bit,” he said in a
statement posted by CSA.

“There always seems to be
a drama when we go to World
Cups. That isn’t fair. I just
want to thank my teammates
for their support, especially

my captain. Temba (Bavuma).
“People might not recog-

nise, but he is a flipping amaz-
ing leader. 

If he and the team, and
South Africa, will have me, I
would love  nothing more than
to play cricket for my country
again,” he added. 

Bavuma, the first black to
lead the side, had offered sup-
port to de Kock after the win
over West Indies and stated that
“it wasn’t ideal” to get a direc-
tive on taking the knee hours
before the start of the match.

In his long statement, de
Kock asserted that Black lives
mattered  to him due to his
family background and not
because of an international
campaign. 
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Recalling the clash that broke
out between fans of his team

and Pakistan at the end of the
2019 World Cup match between
them, Afghanistan leg-spinner
Rashid Khan on Thursday urged
the supporters of both sides to
stay calm and just enjoy the
game.

During the match on June
29, 2019, a scuffle broke out
between Pakistan and
Afghanistan fans outside the
Headingley Cricket Ground  in
Leeds after an aircraft was spot-
ted flying in the area that
unfurled  a “Justice for
Balochistan” banner in the sky. 

A number of videos sur-
faced showing the violent clash-
es during the first half of the

game, leading to their eviction. 
“After the 2019 World Cup

match, whatever happened
shouldn’t have  happened. But
this is the kind of request to all
the fans, whatever  there is that
comes at the end, at the end of
the day this game gives  lots of
unity to the nations and brings
them together, not to have  those
kinds of accidents,” Rashid said.

The ace spinner was speak-
ing on the eve of the T20 World
Cup match  against Pakistan.

The last time these two
teams met in an ICC event in
2019, Pakistan  won by three
wickets. “Definitely it’s always a
good game against Pakistan,
even when 

we played in the 2018 in
Asia (Cup). And also in terms of
the 2019 World Cup. 
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Namibia all-rounder David Wiese said
Quinton de Kock has put an end to

the controversy around his refusal to take
a knee  by listing out his reasons for the
decision but the teams must stay unit-
ed while deciding on such issues.  

De Kock came out with a
statement on Thursday saying he
is fine taking a knee if it “educates
others” and that he was deeply
hurt at being called a racist for
refusing to make the gesture ear-
lier.

“He has put it (the controversy) to
bed and everyone now knows the rea-
sons behind what he did. He has come
out and said his reasons and every sin-
gle person out there has got own belief
and own stand,” Wiese said in an inter-
action with media. 

“For me the most important thing

is that with whatever you decide to do, you
decide to do as a team. 

“The team has got to stand in unity
whether it is feeling strongly about tak-

ing a knee or just like the Pakistan team
stood and held hands on their hearts.

Whatever you are doing to show
your support, you just have to do
as as a team,” said Wiese, who was

De Kock’s teammate before joining
Namibia. 

The wicketkeeper-batter had
pulled out of South Africa’s Group
1 Super 12 stage match against the
West Indies in Dubai on Tuesday

after the Cricket South Africa
ordered players to take the knee before
every game.

De Kock explained that he did not
take a knee before the match because of
the manner in which the diktat was
issued to the players, hours before the
contest.

New Delhi: BCCI president
Sourav Ganguly has stepped
down from the Board of
Directors of the Sanjiv Goenka-
owned ISL club ATK-Mohun
Bagan as it could have caused
a conflict of interest situation
after the business tycoon suc-
cessfully bid for IPL’s Lucknow
franchise.

Ganguly has been a part of
Atletico-Kolkata since start of
the ISL in 2014. The club was
rechristened ATK (Amar
Tomar Kolkata) before it
merged with legacy club
Mohun Bagan. Goenka’s RP-SG
Group clinched the IPL
Lucknow team for a whopping
Rs 7090 crore on Monday.
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Rashid recalls 2019 WC
scuffle, urges fans to just stay
calm ahead  of Pakistan game
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Ganguly steps down from ATK Board of Directors
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Vintage David Warner answered
his critics with a sizzling 42-
ball-65 as Australia cruised to

seven-wicket victory over Sri Lanka
in a Super 12 game of the ICC T20
World Cup here on Thursday.

Warner, who has gone through a
lean patch, was back in his element
as his 10 fours made it easy for
Australia to chase down the target of
155 in only 17 overs. 

It was Australia’s second win in as
many Super 12 games and they look
like a strong contender apart from
England in the group to move into the
semifinals.

Warner was involved in two solid
partnerships, -- 70 in 6.5 overs with
skipper Finch (37 off 23 balls) and
another 50 in 6.3 overs with former
skipper Steve Smith (28 not out off 26
balls).

In the end, the chase seemed like
a walk in the park for the Aussies,

who were better in all departments of
the game against Sri Lanka who lost
their way between 10th and 13th over
of their own innings.

However, the day belonged
Warner, who was at his best and it

only helped him that Sri Lankan
bowlers missed the length on most
occasions which gave enough time to
rock back and play those customary
pull-shots -- both off pacers as well
as spinners.

Warner, had a terrible last month
in the UAE when he had a public fall-
out with the Sunrisers Hyderabad
management and it went to the
extent of one of the modern day great
being not allowed to come to the sta-
dium by the franchise management,
which had earlier stripped him of cap-
taincy. It was about time that he
answered everyone with a knock
that will certainly be a wake-up call
for other teams.

But a lot of credit should also go
to Mitchell Starc, who bowled the
“ball of the tournament” as Australia
engineered a mid-innings collapse
which went a long way in restricting
the islanders to 154 for 6.

Starc (2/27 in 4 overs) bowled a
brilliant comeback delivery in the
form of a vicious inswinging yorker
after being hit for a six which saw the
end of Kusal Perera (35 off 25 balls)
as Sri Lanka lost four quick wickets
for 16 runs to slump to 94 for 5 from
a relatively strong 78 for 1 in little

under three overs. Bhanuka
Rakaspakse (33 not out off 26 balls),
then launched into Australian attack’s
weak-link Marcus Stoinis (0/35 in 3
overs) to get Sri Lanka somewhat
back on track which looked improb-
able after Starc’s second spell.

However, Perera and last match’s
hero Charith Asalanka (35 off 27
balls) added 63 runs in little over
seven overs to set up the platform.

Asalanka was the first to get off
the blocks when he slog-swept Glenn
Maxwell over deep mid-wicket for a
six and also swept behind square for
a boundary. He then got another four
off Josh Hazlewood’s bowling before
Perera also joined the fun.

He smacked Starc for a six over
long-on in his signature typical
‘Sanath Jayasuriya style’ but the left-
arm speedster then bowled one that
jagged back late and landed in the
blockhole at a good pace.  Perera
couldn’t even bring his bat down
before it disturbed the stumps.

Australia crush Sri Lanka by 7 wickets


