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Vaccinated or not vaccinat-
ed, in the open air or in the

house, every individual
remains vulnerable to the
Covid-19, more so Delta vari-
ant, a study has said, suggest-
ing that Covid-appropriate
behaviour such as wearing a
mask, social distancing is now
the way of life for everybody.

Significantly, in several
countries such as the USA and
Russia, a large number of cases
are still reported daily despite
more than three fourths of the
population getting both the
vaccine jabs.

“Those who have got two
Covid-19 jabs can be just as
infectious as those who have
not been vaccinated, even if
they have no or a few symp-
toms. Also, the chance of them
transmitting the virus to other
unvaccinated housemates is
about two in five, or 38 per
cent. If all the housemates are
fully vaccinated, the infection
rate drops to one in four,” said

the study published in The
Lancet Infectious Diseases. It
emphasised that Covid-appro-
priate behaviours such as wear-
ing a mask, social distancing
and testing remain important
even in vaccinated individuals.

“Unvaccinated people can-
not rely on those around them
being jabbed to remove their
risk of getting infected,” the
study warned.

Vaccines do an excellent
job of preventing serious
Covid-19 illness and deaths,
but are less good at stopping
infections, particularly since
the emergence of the more
infectious Delta variant which
is dominant in the UK.

And over time, the protec-
tion offered by vaccines wanes
and needs boosting with fur-

ther doses. According to the
study, which ran from
September 2020 to September
2021 and included 440 house-
holds in London and Bolton
doing PCR Covid tests, people
who are double jabbed have a
lower, but still appreciable, risk
of becoming infected with the
Delta variant compared with
unvaccinated people.

Prof Ajit Lalvani of
Imperial College London, UK,
who co-led the study, said,
“The ongoing transmission we
are seeing between vaccinated
people makes it essential for
unvaccinated people to get
vaccinated to protect them-
selves from acquiring infection
and severe Covid-19, especial-
ly as more people will be
spending time inside in close

proximity during the 
winter months.

“We found that suscepti-
bility to infection increased
already within a few months
after the second vaccine dose,
so those eligible for 
booster shots should get 
them promptly.”

“Our findings provide
important insights into the
effect of vaccination in the
face of new variants, and specif-
ically, why the Delta variant is
continuing to cause high Covid
case numbers around the
world, even in countries with
high vaccination rates,” added
co-author Dr Anika
Singanayagam, also from the
Imperial College.

“Continued public health
and social measures to curb
transmission such as mask
wearing, social distancing, and
testing thus remain important,
even in vaccinated individuals.”

“By carrying out repeated
sampling from contacts, we
found that vaccinated people
could pass on the infection
within households, including to
vaccinated members.
Continued public health and
social measures to curb trans-
mission, such as wearing a
mask, social distancing and
testing, remain important even
in vaccinated individuals,”
added Singanayagam.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday held a joint

meeting with President of the
European Council Charles
Michel and President of the
European Commission Ursula
Von Der Leyen here and dis-
cussed ways to enhance eco-
nomic as well as people-to-peo-
ple linkages aimed at creating
a better planet during their
“productive interaction”.

This is Prime Minister
Modi’s first official engage-
ment after he arrived here to
participate in the G20 Summit
where he will join other lead-
ers in discussions on global
economic and health 
recovery from Covid-19, 
sustainable development and 
climate change.

“Official engagements in
Rome begin with a productive
interaction with @eucopresi-
dent Charles Michel and @von-
derleyen, President of the
@EU_Commission. The lead-
ers discussed ways to enhance
economic as well as people-to-

people linkages aimed at 
creating a better planet,” 
Prime Minister’s Office said 
in a tweet.

The 15th India-EU sum-
mit, held in virtual mode in
July 2020, was attended by
Prime Minister Modi,
European Council President
Michel and European
Commission President Leyen.

In 2020, India was the EU’s

10th largest trading partner
accounting for 1.8 per cent of
EU’s total bilateral trade in
goods. India-EU bilateral trade
in goods in 2020 was valued at
Euro 65.30 billion.

India-EU bilateral relations
date back to the early 1960s
with India being amongst the
first countries to establish
diplomatic relations with the
European Economic

Community in 1962.
The first India-EU Summit

took place on 28 June 2000 in
Lisbon. The relationship was
upgraded to a ‘Strategic
Partnership’ during the 5th
India-EU Summit held in 2004
in The Hague.

The 27-member EU is a
political and economic bloc
comprising 27 member states
located primarily in Europe.
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Asking the petitioners to
wait for the WHO’s

response on Covaxin approval,
the Supreme Court on Friday
said that it cannot play with the
lives of people by directing the
Centre to revaccinate people
with Covishield to enable them
to travel abroad during the
Covid-19 pandemic. People
who have taken both jabs of
Covaxin cannot use the 
vaccination certificate to 
travel abroad.

The apex court was hear-
ing a petition that said that
Covaxin was not approved by
the World Health Organization
(WHO) and people here are
facing difficulty in getting per-
mission to travel abroad. 

“We cannot play with the
lives of people by directing
Centre to revaccinate. We don’t
have any data with us. We have
read in newspapers that Bharat
Biotech has filed an application
with the WHO for recognition.
Let us wait for the response of
the WHO. We will take up this

matter post-Diwali vacation,”
the bench of justices DY
Chandrachud and BV
Nagarathna said.

The bench said the court
did not have any data of what
will be the effect on the people
and it cannot simply direct the
Centre to re-vaccinate people
with Covishield. 

Advocate Kartik Seth,
appearing in person, contend-
ed that every day some students
and people are willing to go
abroad but they are denied
entry as Covaxin is not recog-
nised by the WHO

Continued on Page 2
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With the Delhi Police
beginning to remove bar-

ricades and concertina wires at
two farmer protest sites —
Tikri and Ghazipur — where
farmers are sitting and protest-
ing against the three farms
laws, Bhartiya Kisan Union
(BKU) spokesperson Rakesh
Tikait on Friday said since the
barricades were removed,
farmers will now go to
Parliament to sell their crops.

“The Prime Minister had
said farmers can sell crops
anywhere. Now we will tell the
farmers where to sell the crops
whose harvest remains unsold.
If roads are open, we will go to
Delhi. We will go to Parliament
to sell our crop,” Tikait said.  

The BKU spokesperson
further said they (Delhi Police)
removed barriers which they

put up earlier.
Farmer leaders said any

decision to entirely clear both
the carriageways at the protest
sites would be taken by 
the Samyukta Kisan 
Morcha (SKM). 

Continued on Page 2
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In a setback to the Centre, the
Calcutta High Court on

Friday set aside an order of the
principal bench of Central
Administrative Tribunal (CAT)
to transfer an application by
former West Bengal chief sec-
retary Alapan Bandopadhyay,
challenging proceedings
against him by the Centre,
from the Kolkata bench to
itself in New Delhi.

A division bench compris-
ing justices Sabyasachi
Bhattacharyya and
Rabindranath Samanta direct-
ed the Kolkata bench of the
CAT to expedite the hearing of
Bandopadhyay’s application
and dispose of it at the earliest.

Bandopadhyay had moved
the Kolkata bench of CAT,
challenging the proceedings
initiated against him by the
Ministry of Personnel and
Public Grievance and Pensions
relating to attending a meeting
on May 28 at the Kalaikunda
Air Force station that was
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to discuss the
effects of the cyclone Yaas.

Continued on Page 2
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The Delhi Assembly’s Peace
and Harmony committee

has asked Facebook India to
send a senior representative to
depose before it on November
2 over the February 2020 riots
in northeast Delhi, an official
statement said.

Since Facebook has lakhs
of users in Delhi, summons
have been issued in accor-
dance with the mandate of the
Supreme Court judgment 
on July 8, 2021, the 
statement said.

The court has held that the
committee has the power to
direct members and non-
members to appear before it
and depose on oath, it said.

The committee wants to
discuss the “important role of

social media in curbing the
spread of false and malicious
messages” which can fan
disharmony and affect 
peace, it said.

At least 53 people had died
and hundreds were injured in
clashes between supporters of
the Citizenship Amendment
Act and those opposing it
between February 23 and
February 26, 2020, in North
East Delhi. 
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Kannada cinema’s reigning
star and celebrity television

host Puneeth Rajkumar, known
for films such as “Appu”, “Veera
Kannadiga” and “Maurya”,
died here on Friday following
a massive heart attack, hospi-
tal said. He was 46. 

Puneeth, who was known
to be a fitness enthusiast, was
rushed to Vikram Hospital
after he complained of chest
pain following a two-hour
workout in the gym, doctors
treating him said. He died
shortly after. He is survived by

his wife Ashwini Revanth and
two daughters Dhriti and
Vanditha. 

Restless crowds of stunned
fans milled around the hospi-

tal complex as news came in of
the sudden death of the actor,
the son of much loved matinee
idol Rajkumar who fast out-
grew his father’s shadow to
carve a place all his own in the
Kannada showbiz industry. 

Puneeth’s body will be kept
at the Kanteerava Stadium to
enable the public to pay their
last respects, State Minister R
Ashoka told reporters. He said
Puneeth’s last rites will be per-
formed with full state honours
and the family will decide
when it will happen. 

Later, a Government order
said his last rites will be per-
formed at the Kanteerava
Studio where his parents — Dr
Rajkumar and Parvathamma
— were cremated. 

Continued on Page 2
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In somewhat of a “so near and
yet so far” situation,

Bollywood superstar Shah
Rukh Khan’s son Aryan Khan
failed to walk out of the Arthur
Road Central Jail on Friday, as
the duly completed bail papers
did not reach the prison
authorities from the court till
the stipulated time of 5.30 pm. 

Aryan will have to spend
one more night in the prison
before he returns to his home
“Mannat” on Saturday.

Hours within a single-
member HC bench of Justice
Nitin W Sambre ordered the
release of Aryan and two other
accused from the jail after they
furnished a �1 lakh and sure-
ty of the like amount, SRK’s

actress-friend stood surety for
the actor’s son and his lawyers
completed the other formali-
ties. However, the High Court
papers ordering the release of
Aryan did not reach the Arthur
Road Jail before the stipulated
deadline of 5.30 pm.

Talking to media persons
here, Arthur Road Jail

Superintendent Nitin Waychal
said, “If a person is ordered to
be released from the prison,
then a physical copy of the
release order has to land in the
bail box kept outside the
prison. The jail officials wait for
this till 5.30 pm”.  The court
officials said since the release
papers reached the prison after
the stipulated deadline, Aryan
would be released on Saturday.

Earlier, talking to media
persons after she signed bail
documents standing surety for
Aryan — who she has known
since his childhood — actress
Juhi Chawla sporting a mono-
grammed black face-mask with
a ‘J’ (Juhi) written on it-said, “I
am happy that Aryan will
return home very soon.”

Continued on Page 2
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New Delhi: Echoing sentiments of farmers who are demanding
guarantee on the MSP and raising his lone dissenting voice in
the party, BJP member of Parliament Varun Gandhi on Friday
said farmers would continue to be “exploited” in “mandis” till
there is no legal guarantee for the MSP of crops.
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The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) on

Friday extended the suspension
of scheduled international pas-
senger flights till November 30
due to the coronavirus pan-
demic."However, international
scheduled flights may be
allowed on selected routes by
the competent authority on a
case-to-case basis," it added.

Scheduled international
passenger services have been
suspended in India since
March 23, 2020 due to the
coronavirus pandemic. But
special international flights
have been operating under the

Vande Bharat Mission since
May 2020 and under bilateral
"air bubble" arrangements with
selected countries since July
2020.

India has formed air-bub-
ble pacts with around 28 coun-
tries, including the US, the UK,
the UAE, Kenya, Bhutan and
France. Under an air-bubble
pact between two countries,
special international flights can
be operated by their airlines
between their territories with
specific restrictions.

The circular also said the
suspension does not affect the
operations of international all-
cargo services and flights
specifically approved by it.

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on Friday clarified that
there is no total ban on use of firecrackers and only those
fireworks which contain Barium salts are prohibited. 

The bench of Justices M R Shah and A S Bopanna said
however that no authority can be permitted violation of
the directions issued by it and allow banned firecrackers
under the guise of celebration.  The apex court further
asserted that celebration cannot be at the cost of the other's
health.  Under the guise of celebration, nobody can be per-
mitted to infringe the right to health of others, guaranteed
under Article 21 of the Constitution of India and nobody
can be permitted to play with the life of the others, more
particularly the senior citizens and the children, said the
Bench.  

"It is made clear that there is no total ban on use of
firecrackers. Only those firecrackers are banned, as
directed herein above, which are found to be injurious to
health and affecting the health of the citizens, more par-
ticularly the senior citizens and the children," said the apex
court adding that any lapse on part of States, agencies and
UTs in implementing a ban on firecrackers shall be viewed
very seriously.  The Bench directed all the states/Union
Territories to give due publicity through electronic/print
media and local cable services to make the people aware
of the directions issued by the court on manufacture, use
and sale of banned firecrackers.

New Delhi: As China has adopted an aggres-
sive stance in the Indo-Pacific region, External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar on Friday said
India has along called for a fair, balanced and
rules-based stable international trade regime in
the region.

Making this point in his virtual address at
the fourth edition of the Indo-Pacific Business
Forum jointly hosted by India and the US,
Jaishankar also said India believes that our com-
mon prosperity and security requires us to
evolve, through dialogue, a common rules-
based order for the region.

In his speech, the minister said the order
must respect sovereignty and territorial integri-
ty, international law, as well as equality of all
nations. It envisages that countries should have
access to the use of common spaces on sea and
in the air that would require freedom of navi-
gation and over flights, unimpeded commerce
and peaceful settlement of disputes

in accordance with international law, he 
said.

Observing that the Indo-Pacific presents the
example of globalization,  emergence of multi-
polarity and the benefits of rebalancing,
Jaishankar said India views the Indo-Pacific as
a free, open, inclusive region, which embraces

all in a common pursuit of progress and pros-
perity that includes all nations in this geogra-
phy as also draws others beyond who have a
stake in it.

Describing that the world was moving
towards greater economic diversification and
political multi-polarity the External Affair
Minister noted that Covid-19 has given a much
sharper impetus to those trends which has
broadened the understanding of national secu-
rity for most societies. It has taught us the
importance of resilient and reliable supply
chains, just as it has cautioned us against con-
centrated production.

Elaborating upon the issue, Jaishankar
said India has taken the  opportunities and chal-
lenges of the Indo-Pacific very seriously.
Listing some of the initiatives, he said it was
reflected in the vaccine collaboration through
the Quad grouping.  He also referred to glob-
al efforts including the International Solar
Alliance and the Coalition for Disaster Resilient
Infrastructure.

Jaishankar said India is now emerging out
of the corona pandemic and seeing a strong eco-
nomic recovery adding the country will con-
tinue to be a more dynamic and friendly busi-
ness destination.
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New Delhi: The Centre Friday told the
Supreme Court that its plea seeking
recall of an earlier order of the court be
urgently heard as Army needs widened
roads in the Chardham highway pro-
ject which goes up to China border due
to problems faced there.

The strategic 900-km Chardham
highway project aims to provide all-
weather connectivity to four holy towns
-- Yamunotri, Gangotri, Kedarnath
and Badrinath -- in Uttarakhand.

A bench of Justices D Y
Chandrachud and B V Nagarathna was
informed by Attorney General K K
Venugopal that the Ministry of Defence
has filed an application seeking recall
of an earlier order. “We want that appli-
cation to be heard on urgent basis.
Army needs widening of the border
roads in northern sector due to the
problems there,” Venugopal said, adding
that court had earlier said the width
should not be more than 5.5 metres.
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From Page 1
According to government

sources, the last rite will be per-
formed on Sunday, as the fam-
ily awaits the arrival of
Puneeth’s daughter, who is
staying abroad. According to
the hospital, the actor was
brought to the hospital with a
family doctor diagnosing that
he had had a heart attack. “At
the time of arrival to the emer-
gency, the patient was non
responsive  and was in cardiac
asystole.  Hence, immediate
advanced cardiac life  support
measures were initiated for
resuscitation...  “The panel of
medical experts extended all
efforts to save him. He was
declared dead at 2.30 pm on

29.10.2021,” read the state-
ment by Dr Ranganath Nayak,
a cardiologist at Vikram
Hospital. Condolences at the
death of the actor, who began
his career as a child artist
appearing in movies such as
“Thayige Thakka Maga” and
“Bhagyavantha”, poured in
from political leaders, includ-
ing Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, colleagues in the south-
ern film industry as well as
those in Bollywood -- their
messages echoing his legions of
fans grieving the hero who had
gone too soon. Sharing a pic-
ture with the actor and his fam-
ily, the prime minister said, “A
cruel twist of fate has snatched
away from us a prolific and tal-
ented actor, Puneeth Rajkumar.
This was no age to go. The
coming generations will
remember him fondly for his
works and wonderful person-
ality. Condolences to his fam-
ily and admirers. Om Shanti.”
Karnataka Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai was among
the first to condole the death.
“A huge personal loss and one
that’s difficult to come to terms
with. Praying the almighty
gives the Rajkumar family and

fans the strength to bear this
loss.” he tweeted,” the chief
minister said. Bommai said
the actor was supposed to meet
him on Friday to plan Kannada
Rajyotsava on November 1.
“But the destiny had something
else in store. Instead of meet-
ing me, he went somewhere
else. This is extremely shock-
ing,” the CM told reporters.
Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman also paid
her condolences. “A bright star.
He had a long promising career
ahead. My condolences to his
family, his innumerable fans
and followers,” she posted on
Twitter. Former chief ministers
Siddaramaiah, B S Yediyurappa
and S M Krishna also condoled
the actor’s death. After a stint
as a child actor, Puneeth made
his debut as a leading man in
the 2002 movie “Appu” and fol-
lowed it up with a string of suc-
cessful movies, including
“Abhi”, “Maurya”, “Ajay” and
“Arasu”. Puneeth was also a
popular celebrity host on tele-
vision. He hosted the first two
seasons of “Kannadada
Kotyadhipati”, the Kannada
version of Amitabh Bachchan’s
“Kaun Banega Crorepati”. 

From Page 1
He said that under the present

mechanism a person vaccinated with
Covaxin cannot register himself on the
CoWIN portal to get the Covishield
vaccine and a direction can be issued
to the Centre in this regard. “We can-
not pass a direction to administer
another vaccine without any data. We
understand your concern but let’s wait
for the WHO’s response,” the bench
said. The apex court said that there is
also concern that competitors may in
the garb of the PIL try to take advan-
tage of the litigation. Seth said that his
PIL is purely a Public Interest Litigation
as several students who go abroad to
study are denied entries in various
countries. 

The plea filed by Seth said that at
the time of rolling out of Covaxin, the
Government did not make the public
aware that it was not approved by the
WHO. It said that Bharat Biotech has
submitted its application for approval
as late as April 2021 and in May peo-
ple came to know many countries are
not allowing entry of those who are vac-
cinated with vaccines other than those
enlisted in the WHO’s emergency use
list. The plea prayed for a direction to
the concerned department and release
of official data and reasons for the delay
in getting approval to Covaxin devel-
oped by Bharat Biotech. It also sought
direction for disclosing the actual data
and records to the WHO to obtain
approval in favour of Covaxin.  

From Page 1
Aryan’s lawyer Satish Maneshinde

said the High Court had accepted Juhi
- who has co-starred with SRK in many
films like ‘Raju Ban Gaya Gentleman’,
‘Darr’, ‘Ram Jaane’, ‘Yes Boss’ and
‘Duplicate’ and even collaborated with
the actor when they started their pro-
duction house ‘Dreamz Unlimited’ -- as
the surety in Aryan’s bail and she signed
the relevant papers and executed the
bail bond before the court officials, said
Maneshinde earlier.

Shah Rukh, who had left from his
Bandra bungalow in a small motorcade
to pick up Aryan from the Arthur Road
Central Jail, returned home mid-way,
after he was told that his son would
walk free from the prison on Friday
evening. SRK had met his son in the
prison on October 21.  Apart from
Aryan, two other accused whom the
High Court ordered to be released from
the prison on bail are: Arbaaz Merchant
and Munmun Dhamecha.

Aryan, Arbaaz, Munmun and five
others were initially detained on the
night of October 2 and later arrested on
October 3, after the NCB officials
busted a rave party and seized 13 grams
of cocaine, 5 grams of MD
(mephedrone), 21 grams of charas, 22
pills of MDMA (Ecstasy) and Rs 1.33
lakh in cash from Goa-bound Cordelia
Cruises’ Empress ship, off the Mumbai
coast. Subsequently, 12 more persons
were arrested in connection with the
mid-sea rave party.   After hearing the

lawyers representing the accused and
Additional Solicitor General (ASG)
Anil Singh appearing for the NCB for
three days, the High Court had grant-
ed bail to Aryan, Arbaaz and Munmun.
Earlier in the afternoon, Justice Nitin
Sambre of the High Court - in his five-
page order - had stipulated 14 condi-
tions for the release of Aryan, Arbaaz
and Munmum from the jail. Aryan,
Arbaaz and her male accused are
lodged at the Arthur Road Central Jail,
while Munmun and co- female accused
Nupur Sarika are lodged at Byculla
Women’s Jail. 

The Judge has stated in the opera-
tive part of the bail order that he will
come out with a separate order giving
reasons for the release of Aryan and two
other accused on bail in the mid-sea
drug bust case.  The detailed bail order
is likely to be put on the High Court’s
web site either on Saturday or Monday. 

Among the bail conditions that the
High Court has imposed are: that
each of the accused should execute per-
sonal bond Rs 1 lakh with one or more
sureties in the like amount, that the
accused shall not indulge in any activ-
ity similar to the activities on the basis
of which the said CR stands registered
against them for offences under the
NDPS Act, that the accused shall not
try to establish communication with co-
accused or any other person involved
directly or indirectly in similar activi-
ties or make any call to any person
indulging in similar activities as alleged
against them, through any mode of
communication.

From Page 1
The senior counsel appearing for

the petitioner submitted that the “Chief
Minister (Mamata Banerjee) took per-
mission from the Prime Minister to
excuse herself and the writ petitioner
(Alapan Bandopadhyay, who was then
the chief secretary of West Bengal, from
the meeting to continue her pre-sched-
uled survey of other cyclone-affected
areas of the state”, the division bench
noted in its order.

It was further submitted that the
Union Government had on the same

evening communicated to the State
Government to release the petitioner
with immediate effect and asked him
to report to New Delhi on May 31.

Bandopadhyay, who was not
released by the State Government,
chose to retire on May 31, his original
date of superannuation prior to having
been given an extension of three
months from that date.

Proceedings were initiated against
Bandopadhyay by the Union govern-
ment and an inquiry authority was
appointed in this regard, which fixed a
preliminary hearing on October 18 in
New Delhi.

From Page 1
They, however, said way would be made for traffic to move

in the coming days.
“The Sanyukt Kisan Morcha will take a decision and then

proceed accordingly. We were sitting here for the last 12 months
asking to go to Delhi. We were not being allowed. We will now
go to Delhi to sell our harvest. First, our tractors will go to Delhi.
The move vindicated their stand that they never blocked roads
at the city border points,” Tikait added. 

The Delhi Police’s decision comes days after a Supreme Court
hearing that saw farmer unions argue that the police were respon-
sible for the blockade at the city’s borders. Multiple layers of iron
and cement barricades, and at least five layers of concertina wires
were put up last year, and further strengthened after the January
26 violence this year during the farmers’ protest against the three
contentious farm laws. In a video going viral on social media,
JCB machines were seen removing blockades.

According to Priyanka Kashyap, the Deputy Commissioner
of Police (DCP), East district, the process of removing barricades
on NH-9 has been started and the temporary barricading is being
removed to ease out vehicular movement.

“However, National Highway 24 was already open for traf-
fic,” she said. 

To stop the farmers from entering Delhi, the police had placed
multiple layers of barricades on the roads, complete with giant
nails and huge concrete blocks in November last year

The opening of the road stretch would help thousands of
commuters in Ghaziabad, Delhi, Noida as well as those travel-
ling between the national capital and interiors of Uttar Pradesh
to Meerut and beyond.

Police officials and labourers were also seen removing iron
nails that were studded on the NH9 at Ghazipur, where hundreds
of protesters, chiefly belonging to the Bhartiya Kisan Union
(BKU), have been occupying a road stretch since November 2020.

While the protesting farmers have been claiming that the
three laws enacted last year are against their interest, the Centre
has been saying these legislations are pro-farmer.

Hundreds of farmers have been camping at the three bor-
ders points --- Tikri, Singhu and Ghazipur --- protesting the
Centre’s three farm laws since November 26, 2020.

About the removal of blockades at the Tikri Border on
Thursday night, a senior police officer had said some layers of
barricades that were placed by the police have been 
removed.
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With the arrest of 12 peo-
ple, including two

women from Noida, the Special
Cell of the Delhi Police has
busted an illegal module that
was running a fake online
redressal system with the scam-
sters pretending to be
Government officials. Police
said that the syndicate has
cheated around 3,000 victims
across the country.

Police said that the scam-
sters were duping those indi-
viduals, who tried to lodge a
complaint regarding online
cheating. “They charged the
victims (already cheated) pro-
cessing fees and subsequently
stopped responding by block-
ing them,” said police.

According to KPS
Malthora, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police (DCP),
Intelligence Fusion and Strategic
Operations (IFSO) unit of the
Special Cell, inputs were
received that some racketeers

are employing various mecha-
nisms to defraud the victims of
online cheating by projecting
themselves as Government offi-
cials on the fraudulently creat-
ed web pages having similar
nomenclature as of the
Government complaint redres-
sal system. “Further, a complaint
was also received, wherein the
complainant had alleged that
while he was trying to complain
about an incident of cheating, he
came across a website,
www.jansurkashakendara.in,
claiming to be a crime report-
ing portal. He called on the
mobile phone number provid-
ed on the website and on the
pretext of lodging and enquir-
ing his complaint, the alleged
persons charged Rs 2,850 from
him,” said the DCP.

“Further, the accused per-
sons have created some more
similar websites with names
Jan Shikayat Kendra, Grahak
Suraksha Kendra, Nyaya Bharat
and others,” said the DCP.
“Once the payment was

received, the complainant’s
number was blocked by the
accused. A First Information
Report (FIR) under Sections
419, 420 and 120B of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC) was registered
and investigation was taken
up,” said the DCP. “Whenever
anybody is a victim of cyber-
crime, they should report it on
the Government portal
https://www.cybercrime.gov.in/
and call the helpline number
155260. No Government office
charges any processing fee for
putting Government machin-
ery in action,” the DCP added. 

“During investigation,
police team found seven more
similar complaints registered at
National Cyber Crime
Reporting Portal. One FIR was
also found registered in
Karnataka. The bank account
details of the payment gateways
and was collected and analysed.
During scrutiny, it was revealed
that the fraudsters have
received Rs 1.74 crore in the
past year,” said the DCP.
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The Gurugram police have
arrested 30 members of

Hindu outfits for allegedly dis-
rupting Muslims offer namaz
(prayers) from the Sector-12
area in Gurugram on Friday.

The protesting members
were shouting slogans of “Jai
Shree Ram,” “Bharat Mata Ki
Jai” and carrying placards
against Friday namaz.

However, around 500
police personnel were deployed
at five spots as a precautionary
measure where Muslims offer
prayers in the city on Friday
following threats from Right-
wing Hindu groups to disrupt
prayers that are offered in the
open. 

The five designated prayer
sites are DLF Phase-3, Sector
12A, Sector 14, Sector 56 and
Sector 47.

In 2018, the district admin-
istration designated 37 sites in
the city for Muslims to offer
Friday prayers, following which
there were protests by Hindu
groups. This was the fourth

consecutive week of Hindu
outfits staging protests against
Friday prayers. Earlier the
group had disrupted one of the
sites in Sector 47. Residents and
locals had joined the protest,
chanting Hindu prayers at the
time of namaz on consecutive
Fridays over the past two
weeks.

Apart from this, on
October 26, Hindu groups,
under the banner of Sanyukt
Hindu Sangharsh Samiti, sub-

mitted a memorandum to the
Deputy Commissioner,
Gurugram, stating that they
would not tolerate Friday
prayers in the open.

However, officials claimed
that they are prepared to tack-
le any issue and no one will be
allowed to disturb the law and
order situation across the dis-
trict.

A senior police official of
the Gurugram Police said that
they have deployed several

police personnel to control law
and order at all sensitive spots.

“We have elaborate securi-
ty arrangements and a senior
police officer will petrol sensi-
tive areas who will ensure safe-
ty and security of people offer-
ing namaz,” he said.

Haji Shehzad Khan, the
chairman of Muslim Ekta
Manch, said, “We are following
all necessary direction given by
the local administration. We
don’t want to disturb the law

and order situation, but if they
(Hindu groups) target us, we
will not sit silent.”

In connection with the
incident on Thursday, a furni-
ture shop owner Mehmood
Khan in Sector 12 complained
to the police that last Friday,
residents and groups of a few
people staged a protest against
namaz in an open area. A
complaint in this regard was
lodged at the Sector 14 police
station.
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The Union Minister of State
(Home), Nityanand Rai on

Friday inaugurated Delhi
Police’s first badminton cham-
pionship “esprit de corps” at the
National Capital’s IGI Stadium
Complex. Delhi Police
Commissioner, Rakesh
Asthana welcomed the chief
guest Rai and expressed grati-
tude on behalf of the force for
sharing his valuable time to
encourage the sportsmen.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Union Minister of State
emphasized that sports play an
important role in overall per-
sonality development of an
individual, besides being a
great stress buster.“It was heart-
ening to note that Delhi Police
can organize such mega sports
events, besides serving the
society and giving valuable
contribution in nation building.
Sports will play a vital role in
realizing the dreams of
‘Champion India’ and ‘Atma
Nirbhar Bharat’,” he said. 
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In order to improve connec-
tivity by ensuring overall

development of Narela,
Estimate Approval Committee
(EAC) of DDA, under the
Chairmanship of Vice
Chairman approved various
development schemes at sec-
tors of Narela with the cost of
�824.73Crore.

A senior DDA official said
that various schemes were
approved including construc-
tion of a 20-meter-wide road of
about 10 kilometers at an
approximate cost of �50 Crore,
water supply lines for about
�27.5 Crore, storm water drains
for �117 Crore, sewerage
schemes for �23 Crore, bound-
ary wall for �14 Crore besides
others.
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Aiming to spread awareness
and encourage Delhi’s cit-

izens for their voting rights,
Chief Electoral Officer (CEO),
Dr. Ranbir Singh Friday held a
crucial meeting with the senior
members and officers of CII
(Confederation of Indian
Industry).

The meeting was with ref-
erence to Special Summary
Revision -2022 and Dr Singh
collaborated with CII to pro-
mote enrollment of new and
left out voters under the “Chalo

Voter Bane Hum” campaign.

“Special camps will be
organised on 6th, 7th, 27th and
28th of November to expedite
the process of enrolment of vot-
ers. 

Every citizen must down-
load the Voter Helpline app at
the earliest, and Divyang citi-
zens should download the
“PwD App” to access all elec-
toral services on their mobile
phones,” Dr Singh said.

Dr. Singh stated that,
according to the Election
Commission of India’s sched-

ule, the Integrated Draft
Electoral Roll will be released
on November 1, 2021, and
claims and objections will be
received from November 1,
2021 to November 30, 2021.

During this timeframe, eli-
gible voters who have reached
the age of 18 on or before
January 1, 2022, can fill out
Form 6 along with photo
address and age proof. Those
who are not internet savvy
can file applications off line by
travelling to Polling Stations or
Voter Centers or Common
Service Centers.
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With 20 per cent farm fire
share in Particulate

Matter (PM) 2.5, Delhi’s air
quality recorded  ‘very poor’ for
the first time in winter season
as the National Ambient Air
Quality Index (NAAQI) col-
ored  ‘Red’ with overall AQI
302 micrograms per cubic on
Friday.

The air quality will start
improving from Saturday
(October 30 ).

According to SAFAR, a
unit of Ministry of Earth
Sciences (MoES), the total fire
count in Punjab and Haryana
were 1112 while the  transport
level winds and speed was
highly favourable (north-west-
erly) for downward transport to
Delhi and percent share of
stubble burning.

While the values of
Suspended Particulate Matters
(SPMs) also recorded abnor-
mally higher than prescribed
standards of Indian
Meteorological Department

(IMD) and World Health
Organisation, the pollution
monitoring agencies cautioned
citizens for long exposure .
“Avoid all Physical activity out-
door and move activities
indoors. 

If asthematics, keep relief
medicine handy. Stop outdoor
activity at early morning and
after sunset times.Avoid pro-
longed or heavy exertion,”
SAFAR said.

According to SAFAR’s
short range weather and air
quality forecast, AQI on Friday
reported very poor category
and likely to deteriorate further
during day until early morning
of Saturday and then likely to
improve marginally from
evening onwards, “however
will remain in lower end of very
poor to poor due to slightly
improved ventilation coeffi-
cient,” it added.

Meanwhile, on SAFAR’s
index, values of PM 10 and 2.5
were recorded at 253 and 124
micrograms per cubic and 304
and 147 for Saturday.
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North Delhi Municipal
Corporation (NMC)

launched an application to
boost a new green initiative
called “Gift a Tree”, a pro-
gramme through which resi-
dents may gift tree saplings
instead of extravagant gifts to
their friends and relatives on
special occasions and festivals.

North Corporation’s

Commissioner Sanjay Goel
said that this initiative will
make an excellent gift for res-
idents, especially environment
lovers. “Recipients of the gift in
the form of a tree will be sur-
prised by the eco-friendly ges-
ture and also feel special and
deeply honoured.” Citizens also
have an option to select the
location as well as timing for
the plantation so that they can
be present for it if wanted.

	
���
�����
��
� -23�/24(+

With an aim to ensure last
mile connectivity for

Metro commuters, Dr Mangu
Singh, Managing Director of
DMRC, on Friday flagged off a
fleet of 25 e-rickshaws called
‘ETO’ from Noida Electronic
City Metro station of Blue
Line.  

These E-rickshaws will be
plying from 6 AM to 11 PM
daily providing last mile con-
nectivity to nearby localities of
Noida Electronic City Metro

station, a senior DMRC official
said.

Initially, 25 ETO rickshaws
are being introduced into ser-
vice from the station which will
be increased to 100 by the end
of next month, covering more
stations in Noida section of
Blue Line which include Sector-
62, Noida Sector-59, Noida
Sector-61, Noida Sector-34 etc,
he said.

The official said that these
GPS enabled e-rickshaws are
specially designed having a
covered cabin and full front

windscreen to provide last mile
connectivity within an area of
4-5 KM around Metro stations.
“The fares have been kept very
nominal at a base price of Rs.
10 for first 2 KM and Rs 5 for
subsequent KM. The com-
muters can also book vehicles
through the ETO app and pay
digitally for their rides,” he said.

“To boost last mile con-
nectivity, DMRC will be further
introducing e-rickshaw ser-
vices from 13 more Metro sta-
tions by the end of next
month,” he added. 
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Amidst the rising levels of
pollution in the national

capital, the ruling Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) Member of
Legislative Assembly (MLA),
Rajendra Pal Gautam Friday led
the ‘Red Light on, Gaadi Off ’
campaign at Africa Avenue and
urged people to switch off vehi-
cle’s engines while waiting at the
traffic signal at major intersec-
tions. 

Gautam encouraged the
drivers to turn their vehicles off
at the red light by giving them
roses. During the visit, the Civil
Defence Volunteers distributed
pamphlets containing ‘Chief
Minister’s appeal to the citizens,
in which the CM has appealed
to the commuters to turn off
their vehicles when the red
light is on. 

1���2�
������	���������
�	

��������������
�������&��
����&��
����������
�
�

�	

4���
����

��0
�����
���5
��������

(�����	)������
��������
*�
���	�����	��
+�����	+���
�

$��'	�����	���	�,�������
	�������� ���
������� 
!"#$%
�
�&��'
(&)*&�++�

.�����������
����
�3
�
,
���	��	
��
����	
���

���
�((&),� 
 ���+� 
�%
��&���


�40�$��)�����������
�
� �������
'����	�����	#���	%
�	������-�

����������
�	�1 !1����,��
����������
�
��	��
������
��
�
�	
��������
������	������
��������������
�+�
�
	'��	�����.������	�����
�� �� 

<1���
��	�����
���������� �>����?@��� 
	
���
�����
��
� -23�/24(+

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Friday said

that his Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) will take responsibility
for the security of traders in
Punjab if elected.

The AAP supremo was in
Bhatinda to interact with
traders of Punjab ahead of the
Assembly polls in the State
scheduled for next year. “Our
Government will end corrupt
practices of bribery and hafta
and inspector raj,” Kejriwal
said.

Assuring the trader com-
munity of its safety, Kejriwal
said it will be the responsibili-
ty of AAP to end the atmos-
phere of fear and pave the way
for brotherhood and peace
and improvements in the law
and order system. “We will end
corrupt practices like hafta,
bribery and inspector raj in
Punjab,” said Kejriwal. “How
can a trader do his work in an
atmosphere like this? We will

also make sure that no one calls
traders ‘bicholiyas’ (middle-
men). Small traders are back-
bone of the economy,” said
Kejriwal.

Hitting out at the State
Government over Covid-19
management, the AAP leader
said: “The way we support
people in Delhi, including
traders is being discussed all
over the country. But here in
Punjab, the Government was
not worried about medicines,
traders, hospitals, but they
were rather fighting against
each other for the post of Chief
Minister.”

He also targeted the newly-
appointed Chief Minister
Charanjit Singh Channi, say-
ing, “CMs talk about getting big
investments at their events.
Can’t the existing investments,
industries and traders of
Punjab be saved, who are mov-
ing out of Punjab?” Putting for-
ward his Government’s
achievements in ending cor-
ruption in Delhi, he said, “In

Delhi, when I had my
Government for 49 days, I had
managed to end inspector raj
and bribery. Officials were
afraid. No one would dare to
harass the traders. I had asked
traders to pull out their phones
and capture the corrupt offi-
cials and send them to my per-
sonal WhatsApp number. It
had caused a lot of chaos in
Delhi among the ones who
were corrupt. When we came
back to power, the Centre
snatched our Anti-Corruption
unit. But we will implement
everything we tried to give
Delhi in Punjab for the traders
since it is a full State.”

The AAP leader there
stressed on the need of farm-
ers to work together with
industrialists for the develop-
ment of the State, terming
them as two wheels of Punjab’s
development.

“We will solve the issue of
power cuts in Punjab,” Kejriwal
said, citing the example of
Capital city. 
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With the Government
opening the doors of the

elite National Defence
Academy (NDA) for women
cadets, Army Chief General M
M Naravane said on Friday it
is expected they are welcomed
with the same sense of fair play
and professionalism as Indian
armed forces are known world
over.

He also said this will ensure
gender parity and in a couple of
years, “they will be standing
where I am standing.” The
training for both men and
women cadets will be the same,
he said.

Making these observations
at the NDA passing out parade
at Khadakwasla, Pune, he said
induction of women cadets
will be the “first step towards
gender equality” in the armed
forces. 

Incidentally, he, along with
Navy chief Admiral Karambir
Singh and then IAF chief R K
S Bhadauria, had visited the
NDA some months back to
take stock of the infrastructure
and other arrangements made
for the induction of the
women cadets. They will join
the academy for the first time
since it was formed in 1954.

Addressing the cadets after
the parade, Naravane said,
“As we open the portals of the
NDA for women cadets, we
expect you to welcome them
with the same sense of fair play
and professionalism as Indian
armed forces are known world

over.”
Last month, the Ministry

of Defence had informed the
Supreme Court that a notifi-
cation allowing women can-
didates to appear for the
entrance examination to the
NDA will be out by May next
year.

But observing that induc-
tion of women to the NDA
cannot be postponed by one
year, the apex court had
allowed female candidates to
take the examination in
November this year and not
wait till May 2022 as request-
ed by the Government.

Naravane said as women
are being inducted into NDA,
he is sure that they will per-
form better than their male
counterparts.

Naravane said he was

greatly honoured to review the
passing-out-parade. “A little
over 42 years back, when I
stood as a cadet at the same
drill square as you stand today,
little I could have imagined
that I would be reviewing this
parade,” he said.

Fielding questions from
the media after the parade
about how he sees the role of
women in the armed forces in
the next 20 to 30 years, he said,
“At least 40 years down the
line, they will be standing
where I am standing.”

Replying to a question on
whether there will be any
infrastructural changes in view
of women joining the NDA, he
said that infrastructure will be
slightly changed as per the
requirements, but the training
would remain the same.
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The Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF) on

Friday took over the security of
a Power Grid Corporation of
India Ltd (PGCIL) sub-station
located in the Anantnag district
of Jammu and Kashmir with
the induction of an armed
contingent of 140 commandos.

“The New Wanpoh locat-
ed power plant is “one of the
most sensitive power grid
installations established by
PGCIL in the Union Territory
of J&K”, the CISF said.

It is situated on the
Srinagar-Jammu Highway
(NH-44) in Qazigund tehsil of
Anantnag district in the cusp of
Kashmir valley at an altitude of
1663.27 metres, the CISF said
in a statement.

This substation is a “vital
strategic link” in power distri-
bution system of the country
with a transmission capacity of
400/220 KV, it said.

The power unit was locat-
ed here keeping in view the
increasing demand of power in

the Kashmir valley, especially
during the winter months, the
paramilitary said.

“Due to its location, the
sub-station is inherently vul-
nerable to threats from anti-
nationals and militants. The
CISF will provide round-the-
clock armed security cover to
the facility under the command
of a deputy commandant rank
officer,” it said.

The CISF personnel armed
with assault rifles like the AK
series and the INSAS will
secure the perimeter of the
substation and also carry out
anti-sabotage checks at the
facility. There will be a quick
reaction team (QRT) to
respond to any emergency or

terrorist attack.
The force will control the

entry and exit of staffers and
other people at the facility
and will be authorised to carry
out frisking of visitors in spe-
cial cases and also check the
bags they carry, a senior offi-
cer said.

This is the 353rd unit
under the armed cover of the
CISF that guards a number of
vital and sensitive installations
in the country, including those
in the nuclear and aerospace
domain apart from 64 civil air-
ports, the Delhi Metro network
and historical monuments like
the Red Fort and Taj Mahal
besides government buildings
in the national Capital. 
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The CRPF has decided to
initiate a four-week phys-

ical course for overweight
subordinate officers and
jawans after subjecting them
to a number of medical tests
before enlisting them for the
weight management pro-
gramme.

The syllabus for over-
weight personnel for subor-
dinate officers and other
ranks (jawans) has been pre-
pared and the Training
Directorate of the Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF)
has circulated it to all the for-
mations to organise the fitness
programme at the Sector
level.

Besides the activities
mentioned in the syllabus,
measures recommended by
the Medical Directorate will
also be adopted before start-
ing the course to rule out any
comorbidity.

The Medical Directorate
has advised that the course
should be gradual and phys-
ical activity must be increased
gradually. All such personnel
should be provided one pack-
et of electral powder daily to
overcome electrolyte imbal-
ance and they should be sub-
jected to at least undergo
electrolyte test on a weekly
basis. In addition to these,
running/long distance route
marches should be started in
the early morning to prevent
heat stroke.

Tests like blood sugar,
CBC, ECG, lipid profile, KFT
and LFT of the overweight
personnel should be under-
taken. In addition, TMT test

must be conducted for per-
sonnel above 40 years old.
Personnel must be asked
about irregular heartbeats
and about treatment history
of such an ailment, the
Medical Directorate has
advised.  

The syllabus will cover a
range of exercises like walk,
road run, heat exercise,
ground work, strengthening
arms/abdomen and circuit
physical training among oth-
ers.

The training module will
also include long distance
march, yoga, aerobics/zumba
and athletic competition.

The course will also
emphasise on issues like fit-
ness, balanced diet and calo-
ries, body mass index, weight
gain and obesity and eating
correctly, concept of cardio
and aerobic exercises besides
others such aspects like mus-
cle building and bodybuild-
ing.

The trainees will also be
imparted lessons on the
effects of alcohol, smoking,
tobacco and drugs. and moti-
vational counseling as also
modules on body physiology
and metabolism.

The month-long course
will entail 192 periods of 40
minutes each, subdivided into
eight periods daily for 24
days in a month with a six-
day weekly cycle.
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In a significant development
towards self-reliance in

niche technology, the DRDO
and IAF team jointly on
Friday flight tested indige-
nously developed Long-Range
Bomb successfully from an
aerial platform. The bomb can

hit a target between a range of
50 kms and 150kms. 

This crucial test came
two days after India success-
fully launched Surface to
Surface Ballistic Missile Agni-
5 capable of striking targets at
ranges up to 5,000 kilometres
with a very high degree of
accuracy.
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Echoing sentiments of
farmers who are demand-

ing guarantee on the
Minimum Support Price
(MSP) and raising his lone
‘dissenting voice’ in the party,
BJP member of Parliament
Varun Gandhi on Friday said
farmers would continue to be
“exploited” in ‘mandis’ till
there is no legal guarantee for
the MSP of crops.

Varun also said farmers in
17 districts of Uttar Pradesh
, including in his own con-
stituency Pilibhit, have put
their agriculture produce on
fire. “This is a matter of
shame  for entire UP which,
he said, has also become an
issue across the country .

The BJP MP said “farm-
ers are on the verge of death”
and “you are asking him to
sell outside” ‘mandis’ where
“there is a Nexus”.

Announcing that he is
appointing one representa-
tive in each of the buying cen-
tres to record proceedings
and be a witness there, Varun
said if he found there is “cor-
ruption or 
exploitation of farmers” he
will not tolerate it.

“Main sarkar ke haath-
paoun nahin Jodunga .. seed-
he sakhsh ke saath court jaun-
ga aur longo ko giraftar kar-
vaunga”, (if I find exploitation
of farmers, I will not plead
before the Government but
straight away go to court and
get corrupt arrested) .

Varun said farmers would
continue to be exploited in
‘mandis’ till there is no legal
guarantee for the MSP.

“Till there is no statutory
guarantee of MSP, farmers
will continue to be exploited
in mandis. Strict action
should be taken on this,” he
tweeted.
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Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Friday said

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
is “24-carat gold” and that the
PM’s political journey in the
last two decades as the Head of
Government should be taught
in management schools as a
case study on “effective lead-
ership and efficient gover-
nance”.

“A true leadership is iden-
tified by its intent and integri-
ty and in both cases, Modi ji is
24-carat gold. There is not a
single stain of corruption on
him even after being the head
of a government for 20 years,”
Singh said.

At the same time, he said
India has clearly told Pakistan
that action against terrorism
will be taken not only on this
side of the border but also on
their side if needed. He said
Modi has redesigned and
redefined India’s attitude

against terrorism. 
Putting this point across

during his address at the
‘National Conference on
Delivering Democracy :
Reviewing the two-decades
of Narendra Modi as head of
government’, he said “People
used to say that if Article 370
is abolished, then the entire
Kashmir will burn...All in all,
Jammu and Kashmir is peace-
ful except for a few incidents.”

“Modiji has redesigned
and redefined India’s attitude
against terrorism.

Remember, what a soft
attitude was maintained
against terrorists during ear-
lier Governments”, Rajnath
said.

There used to be talk of
playing or not playing match-
es against Pakistan, he said
adding “Now the situation
has changed. Our
Government has said clearly
that terrorism and talks can-
not go hand in hand.
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Air India pilots’ union
Indian Commercial Pilots

Association (ICPA) has written
to Union Civil Aviation
Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia
urging him reversal of the pay
cuts due to the pandemic last
year. They seek to reinstate pre-
pandemic allowances that were
discontinued as part of cost-
cutting measures adopted in
the wake of the Covid-19 pan-
demic.

The two airline pilots’
unions earlier had written indi-
vidually but did not receive any
response from their respective
management.

“With the COVID sce-
nario on the decline and avia-
tion returning to normal, we
seek your intervention to
restore the salaries and roll
back the unjust pay cuts ren-
dered to pilots since the begin-
ning of the pandemic,” they
said. This has been a long stat-
ed demand of pilots and they
say that as other airlines have
returned to pre-COVID
salaries, they should also be
remunerated appropriately.

“The massive pay cut of up
to 60% for Air India pilots has
dramatically diminished our
livelihoods. Looking at the
current aviation industry stan-
dards, the continuation of the
pay cut does not merit any jus-
tification,’ read the letter.
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In a step towards further
strengthening defence and

strategic ties, India-Israel Joint
Working Group (JWG) on
Bilateral Defence Cooperation
has agreed to form a Task
Force to formulate a compre-
hensive Ten-Year Roadmap to
identify new areas of coopera-
tion.

This was decided at the

15th JWG meeting held on
Wednesday in Tel Aviv, Israel,
the defence ministry said here
on Friday. The meeting was co-
chaired by Defence Secretary
Ajay Kumar and Director
General of the Israel’s Ministry
of Defence, Major General
(Retired) Amir Eshel.

The JWG is the apex body
between the Ministry of
Defence of India and Israel’s
Ministry of Defence to com-
prehensively review and guide
all aspects of Bilateral Defence
Cooperation.

The two sides reviewed
the progress made in Military
to Military engagements
including exercises and indus-
try cooperation. The Co-chairs
were also appraised on the
progress made by the Sub
Working Groups (SWG) on
Defence Procurement,
Production and Research and

Development.
It was also decided to form

a SWG on Defence Industry
Cooperation and in this regard
a Terms of 
Reference was signed between
the two sides.  The formation
of this SWG will enable effi-
cient utilisation of bilateral
resources, effective flow of
technologies and sharing
industrial capabilities.

It was also decided to
schedule the Service level Staff
talks in a specific time frame.
The two sides also agreed to
hold the next JWG in India on
mutually convenient dates.

Israel has emerged as one
of the major defence partners
of India since diplomatic rela-
tions between the two countries
were established in the early
1990s.
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Many Covid-19 patients
have reported symptoms

affecting the ears, including
hearing loss and tinnitus.
Dizziness and balance prob-
lems can also occur, suggesting
that the SARS-CoV-2 virus
may be able to infect the inner
ear, said a new study from MIT
and Massachusetts Eye and
Ear.

It has provided evidence
that the virus can indeed infect
cells of the inner ear, including
hair cells, which are critical for
both hearing and balance. The
researchers also found that the
pattern of infection seen in
human inner ear tissue is con-
sistent with the symptoms seen
in a study of 10 Covid-19
patients who reported a variety
of ear-related symptoms.

The researchers used novel
cellular models of the human
inner ear that they developed,
as well as hard-to-obtain adult
human inner ear tissue, for
their studies. The limited avail-
ability of such tissue has hin-
dered previous studies of
Covid-19 and other viruses
that can cause hearing loss.

“Having the models is the
first step, and this work opens
a path now for working with
not only SARS-CoV-2 but also

other viruses that affect hear-
ing,” says Lee Gehrke, the
Hermann L.F. von Helmholtz
Professor in MIT’s Institute for
Medical Engineering and
Science, who co-led the study
published in the
Communications Medicine.

Konstantina Stankovic, a
former associate professor at
Harvard Medical School and
former chief of otology and
neurotology at Massachusetts
Eye and Ear, who is now the
Bertarelli  Foundation
Professor and chair of the
Department of
Otolaryngology – Head and
Neck Surgery at Stanford
University School of Medicine,
co-led the study. Minjin Jeong,
a former postdoc in
Stankovic’s laboratory at
Harvard Medical School, who
is now at Stanford Medical
School, is the lead author of
the paper.

Before the Covid-19 pan-
demic began, Gehrke and
Stankovic began working
together on a project to devel-
op cellular models to study
infections of the human inner
ear.  Viruses such as
cytomegalovirus, mumps
virus, and hepatitis viruses
can all cause deafness, but
exactly how they do so is not
well-understood.

��	
� -23�/24(+

Pneumococcal Conjugate
Vaccine (PCV), which pro-

tects young children from pneu-
monia, meningitis and blood
infections caused by
Streptococcus pneumoniae bac-
teria, has been brought under
the ambit of the Universal
Immunisation Programme
(UIP).

Launching the nationwide
rollout of the vaccine as a part
of Azadi ka Amrut Mahotsav,
Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya on Friday
said the move aims to reduce the
child mortality rate by 60 per
cent.

“In India, around 16 per
cent of deaths in children occur
due to pneumonia. The nation-
wide rollout of PCV will reduce
child mortality by around 60 per
cent,” he stated.

Speaking on how the
nation-wide rollout of PCV
under UIP will significantly
reduce the instances of child
mortality due to pneumonia,
Mandaviya said, “It is for the
first time in the country that
PCV will be available for uni-
versal use. Pneumonia is a lead-
ing cause of death among chil-
dren under-5 years old, global-
ly and in India. Pneumonia
caused by pneumococcus is the
most common cause of severe
pneumonia in children.

The Minister also released
communication and awareness
packages on PCV to create
widespread mass awareness.
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Bengal Chief Minister on
Friday arrived in Goa with

a new message of camaraderie
telling she too was Goa's
daughter and "your sister" who
had come to take part in the
development of the tiny State.

Sending out a message to
the party men who had joined
TMC from the Congress and
the lesser parties who could be
her likely alliance partners she
said that she had "not come to
usurp power ... Not to become
the Chief Minister ... but to
serve you in your endeavour for
good governance as we have
done in Bengal."

The Chief Minister who
was earlier black flagged by
alleged BJP men said, "some
people showed me black flag ...
But I greeted them with
namaste ...  I too am an Indian
and so not a stranger to Goa ..
in fact I also belong to Goa ...
I am your sister."

The Bengal Chief Minister
was on a three-day trip of the
coastal state where she has
declared a war against the
BJP."

Vouching for Trinamool
Congress' secular record she
said the TMC stood for
"Temple, Mosque and Church"
which "drives home our secu-
lar credentials... we are secular
and stand for a united India."

Goa goes to polls Early
next year.

The TMC supremo who

took former Goa Chief
Minister Luizinho Fereiro in
TMC two months ago appealed
to the people of the State to
"give us one chance to see how
we can work along with you for
the development of Goa ...
Like the way we have done in
Bengal where poverty has come
down by 40 percent."

She also listed a number of
popular schemes in Bengal
saying, "our schemes where the
Government provides cycles
laptops, to students and schol-
arships to girl children have
been received well by the peo-
ple of Bengal... TMC can
promise you a true people's
government."

On alliances with other
parties she sais she did not want

to impose her decision on
party leaders. "It is a collective
decision ... Let all the leaders
and workers sit and decide on
such issues."

Saying that fish and foot-
ball connect Goa she said she
said she was a Goan as any
other Goan was. "We will not
allow the Centre's dadagiri
here," she said.

Earlier Banerjee's picture
was vandalized by unknown
people though the TMC
blamed the BJP for the act
warning there we would be
Khela hobe in Goa too.

Early this year the TMC
defeated BJP in Bengal elec-
tions when Khela hobe (a game
is in the offing) became a
famous political slogan.
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Cotton Corporation of India,
a public sector undertaking

and designated as Mini Rathna
Company, has earned the wrath
of the textile industry as well as
that of the farmers for knowingly
or unknowingly dancing to the
tunes of cotton traders and
some multinational companies
and thereby causing havoc on
the country’s economy.

Raja M Shanmugham, pres-
ident, Tirupur Exporters
Association, has sent an urgent
message to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi listing the  hard-
ship caused to the cotton farm-
ers and textile industry by the
cotton traders-MNCs-CCI car-
tel which he alleged is manipu-
lating the market through unjus-
tifiable manner.

“This ploy has the potential
to destabilise the textile indus-
try which is the only labour
intensive industry in the coun-
try. If the textile industry in India

loses its competitiveness, we
will be wiped out from the sec-
tor and it would be like a death
blow to millions of workers
and their families,”
Shanmugham told The Pioneer.

He said that cotton traders
and some MNCs were indulging
in hoarding as well as manipu-
lating the price of cotton to suit
their convenience. “A few MNCs
play a hatched game against the
interest of our textile industry by
way of hoarding a huge stock
during the cotton yielding sea-
son by using their very low cost
of international fund. Further,
MNCs make use of CCI pro-
cured cotton stock also in their
favour by booking in advance
with CCI on a huge volume basis
by making CCI establishment
itself knowingly or unknowing-
ly to sail with their hatched game
plan  of  creating  an  artificial
demand  in  the  market  and
make  available  a staggered
supply  of  cotton  to  the  con-
suming  textile  mills,”

Shanmugham said in his letter
to the Prime Minister. The
industrialist said that desi textile
industry should get the prefer-
ence during the  sale of cotton
procured from Indian cotton
farmers.

“That is the only leverage
we have in this highly compet-
itive industry. Our demand is
that traders and MNCs should
be barred from trading in Indian
cotton. The MNCs procure raw
cotton to ease out the Indian tex-
tile industry out of the race. The
CCI should allocate the cotton
procured from Indian farmers to
our own industries. The interests
of the industry as well as that of
the cotton farmers should be
protected,” said Shanmugham.

The TEA wants the
Government to issue a directive
to the CCI to protect the inter-
est of farmers and act as a facil-
itator or catalyst to accelerate the
growth of value chain of textile
industry. “Textile Mills are con-
sisting of Small, Medium and

Large enterprises and the CCI
should supply cotton directly  to
the  above segments relating  to
their  capacities  instead  of  fix-
ing  a  higher  benchmark  to  the
quantities, which only benefit to
either Corporates or MNCs in
cotton trade,” said the TEA
chief.

P Chengal Reddy, advisor to
the Consortium of Indian
Farmers’ Association (CIFA)
expressed his reservation about
the role played by the CCI in
manipulating cotton prices.
“The farmers should get the
Minimum Support Price fixed
by the Government. The CCI
has a responsibility to ensure
that the farmers get the MSP. We
will approach the Prime
Minister with a demand soon,”
said Chengal Reddy. He said
there was a deficiency in the
availability of quality cotton
cultivated in India . This is
because of the non-availability of
new and high yielding GM
seeds,”  said Reddy.  

Lucknow: Scotching specula-
tion over the BJP's Chief
Ministerial face in the coming
UP assembly elections, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah on
Friday said Yogi Adityanath has
to become CM in 2022 for
Narendra Modi to be sworn in
as the Prime Minister again in
2024.

The Union Home Minister
made the decisive remark at a
function while kickstarting the
BJP's membership expansion
drive here at the Defence Expo
Ground and addressing the
BJP's Shakti Kendra conveners
and in-charges of the Awadh
region.

On the occasion, the for-
mer BJP president also unveiled
a slogan “Mera Parivar, BJP
Parivar” amid the party con-
sistently dubbing its rivals and
opposition parties as "family-
run parties".

“When Modi Ji is the
prime minister, he gives all that
is required by Uttar Pradesh.
The foundation of the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections, which has to
be won under the leadership of
Modi Ji, will be laid in the 2022
assembly elections here,” the
Union Home Minister said.

“Modi Ji has to be made

the Prime Minister in 2024 and
(for that) Yogi Ji will have to be
made the UP Chief Minister
once again in 2022,” he said.
Terming the upcoming polls as
elections meant to make Bharat
Mata a 'Vishwa Guru' (world
leader), Shah said after
Deepawali, the electioneering
will gain momentum and
exhorted party men to work
dedicatedly for it.

“When the BJP men
come out and walk with the
lotus flag and its slogans, the
opposition parties start feeling
threatened,” he said, further
exhorting the party men to aim
at winning more than 300 seats
in the upcoming UP Assembly
polls.

Pointing out that the BJP's
membership expansion drives
were started earlier before the
2014, 2017 and 2019 elections,
Shah said the membership
campaign before the 2022 elec-
tions is being launched on
Friday.

Recalling the glorious past
of the state, Shah said since the
Mughal rule till the BJP came
to power in 2017 with a full
majority, it never appeared
that Uttar Pradesh is the land
of Baba Vishwanath, Lord Ram

and Lord Krishna.          He
emphasised that the BJP
worked for getting the right
recognition due to the state and
took it ahead to empower it
further. 

“The BJP has proved for
the first time that the govern-
ments are formed not for the
family but for the poorest of the
poor in the State,” he said, tak-
ing a dig at various opposition
parties.          Attacking oppo-
sition parties and leaders, espe-
cially Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav and his poll-
related activities, Shah said

“after the drums of elections
were sounded, those sitting at
home have come out in new
clothes to show that their gov-
ernment is going to be formed”. 

\ "I ask Akhilesh (Yadav)
to give an account for how
many days he stayed abroad in
five years, give the account to
the people of UP," he said.

"These people ruled for
themselves, for their families
and if they had any broader
thinking, for their caste men
but never for anyone else,”
Shah further taunted.
Recalling the 1990 police firing

at Kar Sevaks in Ayodhya dur-
ing the Mulayam Singh Yadav
regime, Shah said these people
in 2014, 2017 and 2019,
mocked the BJP with their
slogans “mandir wahin
banayenge, par tithi nahi
batayenge (Will build the tem-
ple there 

but won't tell the date when
it will start)“.          But the foun-
dation stone for a grand Lord
Ram Lala temple 

has already been laid in
Ayodhya today and the con-
struction work is on in full
swing, he thundered.
Under the guidance of Modi Ji,
Yogi Ji has run the Government
for the poor, women, youth and
the unemployed, he stressed,
lauding the working of the
Yogi government.           Shah
also attacked Gandhi and
Vadra families along with the
SP and BSP.       

The former BJP president
was welcomed by prominent
leaders and ministers including
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, BJP state president
Swatantra Dev Singh and
Deputy Chief Minister Keshav
Prasad Maurya at the
Chaudhary Charan Singh
Airport Lucknow on his arrival. 
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Attacking both the TRS and the BJP for the
“brazen violation of the model code of con-

duct (MCC)”, the Congress on Thursday alleged
that both the parties tried to influence voters by
distributing money and gifts, obstructing the
conduct of a free and fair election. 

The Congress leaders appealed to the
Election Commission for the cancellation of the
Huzurabad Assembly constituency bypoll,
scheduled to be held on Saturday.

AICC leaders, including Dasoju Sravan, Ch
Vamshichand Reddy and party senior leaders J

Kusum Kumar and H Venugopal Rao, submit-
ted a formal representation in this regard to
Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) Sushil
Chandra. 

Addressing a Press conference, Congress
chief spokesperson Randeep Surjewala alleged
that after the bypoll campaign ended, both the
TRS and BJP brazenly began distributing
money in broad daylight to ‘purchase votes’. 

Each voter was given �6,000 to �10,000.
“Within three hours, about Rs 90 crore was dis-
tributed among 1.5 lakh voters. This was
unprecedented in Independent India,” Surjewala
said.Ends
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The Kerala Government was
left clueless and spellbound

on Friday by Justice Devan
Ramachandran of the Kerala
High Court who gave the for-
mer a piece of his mind while
going through the affidavit
submitted by the former in the
fake antique dealer Monson
Mavunkal case.

Monson Mavunkal,
allegedly a conman had taken
the Kerala Police for a ride by
claiming that he was in pos-
session of the Staff used by
Moses, throne of Tipu Sultan
and the oil lamp used by
prophet Mohammed. Loknath
Behra, the then chef of the
Kerala Police and his deputy
Manoj Abraham, a nationally

decorated police officer were
regular visitors  to the rented
house of Monson. Photographs
of then posing with the staff of
Moses and relaxing on the
throne of Sultan went viral
which put the Kerala
Government in an embarrass-
ing situation.

“What kind of police force
the State has at its disposal?
Doesn’t the chief of the force
not aware of what are artefacts
and antiquity materials?
Doesn’t he know that any items
which are more than 100 years
old should be registered with
the Archaeological Survey of
India? There is a Central Act,
called the Antiquities and Art
Treasures Act, 1972 and it has
a set of Rules as well. The com-
petent authority to deal with

these articles is the
Archeological Survey
Department. Now if you go
through Section 2 of the Act,
antiquity has been defined
there. According to the Act,
anything over 100 years is an
antiquity, and such an item has
to be compulsorily registered
with the competent authority,”
Judge Ramachandran told the
Director General of
Prosecution after reading the
affidavit submitted by the State
Government.

Monson Mavunkal is in
police custody since last month
on charges of duping certain
business groups in the State of
crores of rupees after promis-
ing them loans at unbelievable
interest rates. His claim was
that the �2 lakh crore sent to

him by the Sultan of Brunei has
been seized by the Finance
Ministry of the union govern-
ment which has been demand-
ing that he pay �60 crore to
release the same. Monson was
in possession of a fleet of
swanky imported cars, which
the Motor Vehicles depart-
ment were found to be junk
and unusable.

Besides Behra and
Abraham, many senior IPS
officers were seen rubbing
shoulders with Monson.
Though he never had a pass-
port in his name, Monson was
the chief of Global Malayalee
Foundation and was a keynote
speaker in the international
cyber security seminar organ-
ised by the Kerala Police.
Monson is a school drop out.
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In a setback to Maharashtra’s former
Home Minister Anil Deshmukh, the

Bombay High Court on Friday rejected his
petition challenging the summons issued by
the Enforcement Directorate (ED) sum-
mons for him to appear before it.

Rejecting his petition seeking the court
to invoke its special powers to prohibit the
ED from any coercive action against him,
AHC bench of Justices Nitin Jamdar and
Sarang Kotwa noted that Deshmukh was
free to apply to a competent court for antic-
ipatory bail under section 438 of the Cr PC
if he apprehended arrest.

Deshmukh  resigned from his post as
the State Home Minister on April 5 2021
within hours after the Bombay High Court
ordered a “Preliminary Enquiry” (PE) by
the CBI into the serious charges of cor-
ruption made against him by Mumbai’s for-
mer Police Commissioner Param Bir Singh.
He is being investigated by the CBI and
Enforcement Directorate (ED) over the alle-
gations of corruption made by Param Bir

Singh.   
It may be recalled that on March 20, the

former commissioner of police had  alleged
that State Home Minister Deshmukh had
asked now arrested and dismissed police
officer Sachin Vaze to "collect" a staggering
Rs 100 crore per month from bars, restau-
rants and other sources.

Deshmukh is being investigated by the
CBI in connection with a First Information
Report (FIR) registered by it on April 24
section 7 of the amended Prevention of
Corruption of Corruption Act and section
120-b (conspiracy) of IPC for an “attempt
to obtain undue advantage for important
and dishonest performance of the public
duty”.

Having prima facie found “cognisance
offences” of corruption and conspiracy
against him during a Preliminary Enquiry
(PE) conducted by it into the allegations
made against him by Mumbai’s former
Police Commissioner Param Bir Singh, the
CBI on April 21 registered a regular case
against him and other unknown
people.
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Thiruvananthapuram: Kerala on Friday

logged 7,772 fresh cases of Covid-19
infections, pushing the caseload to
49,44,857, while the death toll rose to
31,156 with 471 more deaths.

Of the 471 deaths, 86 were report-
ed in the last few days, 276 were those
which were not confirmed until June 18
last year due to lack of adequate docu-
mentation and 109 were designated as
Covid-19  deaths after receiving appeals
based on the new guidelines of the
Centre and Supreme Court directions,
a State Government release 
said.With 6,648 more people recovering
from the virus since Thursday, the total
recoveries touched 48,43,5768, leaving
78,722 active cases, the release said. As
many as 71,681 samples were tested in
the last 24 hours.         Among the 14
districts, Thiruvananthapuram record-
ed the highest with 1,087 cases, followed
by Ernakulam (1,047) and Thrissur
(847).         Of the new cases, 45 were
health workers, 43 from outside the state
and 7,348 infected through contact
with the source of it  not being clear in
286. PTI
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Six members of a Dalit family were alleged-
ly attacked by around 20 men for visiting a

temple in their village near Gandhidham town
of Gujarat's Kutch district, police said on Friday.

While the alleged incident took place on
Tuesday (October 26) at Ner village under
Bhachau police station, no arrests have been
made so far, deputy superintendent of police
Kishorsinh Zala said.        

"Two FIRs were registered in this regard,
one by Govind Vaghela and another by his
father Jagabhai. 

The duo claimed that around 20 persons
attacked them. We have formed eight teams to
nab the culprits," Zala said.

The case has been registered against
a mob of 20 persons, including Kana Ahir,
Rajesh Maharaj, Kesra Rabai, Paba Rabari and
Kana Koli, on the charges of attempt to mur-
der, dacoity, robbery, assault, and under rele-
vant sections of the SC/ST (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act, it was stated.

As per the FIR, the accused were angry
that Govind Vaghela and his family had visit-
ed the Ram temple at Ner village on October
20 to offer prayers when a Prana Pratishtha rit-
ual was underway. 

On October 26, Vaghela was at his shop,
when he learnt that some persons had destroyed
his standing crop by sending cattle into his field,
the complaint stated.

When the complainant and his uncle
Ganesh Vaghela reached the spot, the accused
attacked them with pipes, sticks and sharp
weapons for visiting the temple, the police said
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Ballia (UP): A man was arrest-
ed here for allegedly abducting
and raping a teenage girl, police
said on Friday.

The girl was abducted by
one Sonu Singh of her village
on October 24. She was taken
to Ballia and Kanpur, and
raped, police said. 

On the complaint of the
victim's mother, an FIR was
registered against Singh under
relevant sections of the IPC and
the POCSO Act.The accused
was arrested and the girl sent
for a medical examination. A
probe is on into the matter. PTI 
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New Delhi: The Association for
Democratic Reforms (ADR) on Friday
said that about 16 regional parties
have declared receiving 1,026 donations
worth �24.779 crore without PAN
details during the financial year 2019-
20.Jharkhand Mukti Morcha (JMM),
Lok Janshakti Party, Samajwadi Party
and Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) saw the
maximum percentage increase in their
income from donations between 2018-
19 and 2019-20.  

A report, prepared by ADR, focus-
es on donations declared by regional
political parties during the financial year
2019-20, as submitted by the parties to
the Election Commission."The top five
parties, which declared the highest
donations in FY 2019-20 are Shiv Sena,
AIADMK, AAP, Biju Janata Dal and
YSR-C. Out of these parties, SHS, BJD
and Yuvajana Sramika Rythu Congress
Party declared a decrease in their dona-
tions, while the AIADMK and the
AAP declared an increase in donations
in comparison to  2018-19," the report
said.

Maximum donations in cash were
declared by the Indian Union Muslim
League, which collected Rs 4.63 crore,
followed by Tamil Nadu's Pattali Makkal
Katchi with Rs 52.20 lakh, LJP with �6

lakh, Nagaland and Manipur's Naga
People's Front with �3.92 lakh and the
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK)
with �29,000.

The report said 16 regional parties
have declared receiving 1,026 donations
worth �24.779 crore without PAN
details.Out of 53 regional parties
analysed, only two had submitted their
donation reports to the Election
Commission in the stipulated time
period and 28 others had delayed their
submission by a minimum of six to 320
days. 

There are 23 regional political par-
ties who have defaulted on the sub-
mission of their donation reports to the
EC during  2019-20, till date.

With regard to the total amount of
donations, the Shiv Sena leads with �
62.859 crore from 436 donations, fol-
lowed by the All India Anna Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (AIADMK),
which has declared receiving �52.17
crore from three donations. The AAP
declared receiving �37.37 crore that is
the third highest amongst all the region-
al parties. 

The BJD and the Yuvajana Sramika
Rythu Congress Party (YSR-C) have
declared total donations of �28.20 crore
and � 8.924 crore, respectively. PNS
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main contenders were the fac-
tion identified with Mullah
Abdul Ghani Baradar, domi-
nant in Kandahar, and the one
headed by the Haqqani fami-
ly active in the Paktia, Paktika
and Khost provinces in eastern
Afghanistan close the Pakistan,
as well as northwestern
Pakistan.

Media reportage as well as
the train of events are reveal-
ing. Tolo News, a 24-hours-
seven-days-a-week Afghan
news channel, reported on
September 3, 2021, that
Taliban co-founder Mullah
Abdul Ghani Baradar (who
headed the Islamist militia’s
political office in Doha) would
lead the Government-to-be in
Afghanistan. It also said that
Mullah Mohammad Yaqoob,
Taliban co-founder Mullah
Mohammad Omar’s son, and
Sher Mohammad Abbas
Stanekzai would hold senior
positions in the Government.

As it turned out, it was not
Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar
but Mullah Mohammad
Hassan Akhund who was to
head the “caretaker”
Government announced by
the Taliban on September 7,
2021. Mullah Baradar was
named his deputy along with
Moulavi Abdul Salam Hanafi,
a prominent Uzbek member of
the negotiating team. Mullah
Mohammad Yaqoob got the
Defence portfolio. Stanekzai

was marginalised and made
Deputy Foreign Minister, with
Amir Khan Muttaqi, a nego-
tiator at the Afghan-American
Doha peace talks, as Foreign
Minister.

Sirajuddin Haqqani, son of
Jalaluddin Haqqani, the
founder of the Haqqani net-
work, got the key Interior
Ministry while Mullah
Hidayatullah Badri received
Finance, and Sheikh Moulavi
Noorullah Munir and Mullah
Khairullah Khairkhwa,
Education and Information
and Broadcasting respectively.
All of them had “acting” pre-
fixed to their designations as it
was a caretaker Government.
Sheikh Haibatullah Akhaund-
zada, it was said, would remain
the supreme leader, the ultimate
authority over the group’s polit-
ical, religious and military affairs,
that he has held since 2016.

The expansion announced
on October 19, which increased
the Cabinet’s strength to 50,
further reflected a balancing act
between the Baradar and
Haqqani factions, with the
possibility that the appointment
of Mullah Mohammad
Ibrahim as Deputy Minister for
Internal Security was a placa-
tory gesture to the Baradar fac-
tion, to which he belongs, as
Sirajuddin Haqqani has been
made Interior Minister.

There have been, of
course, more visible signs of

factional conflict. Mullah
Baradar was reportedly hurt
on September 3, 2021, when
his supporters clashed with
those of the Haqqanis in
Kabul and Khalil-ul-Rahman
Haqqani reportedly punched
him. Baradar disappeared
after the incident, triggering
speculation that he had died
in the clash, but issued a
statement on September 13
dispelling the conjecture. He
returned to Kabul in early
October but the report that he
has refused to accept official
security, and has brought his
own security staff from
Kandahar, shows the depth of
mistrust and antipathy that
continues between his and the
Haqqani factions.

The mistrust and antipa-
thy are going to increase as the
Baradar faction wants the
Afghan Government to be
inclusive and adopt a moder-
ate stance on issues like
human rights, particularly in
respect of women, while the
Haqqani faction retains a
hard-line approach. Mutual
accusations will fly if the econ-
omy remains prostrate. There
will also be violent challenges
from terrorist outfits like the
Islamic State of Khorasan
Province. The Taliban have a
bumpy road ahead.

(The author is Consulting
Editor, The Pioneer. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Sir — The Congress being the prime
Opposition party, with the vast experi-
ence of ruling the country for over five
decades, is now naturally entrusted with
the responsibility to voice its due concern
and draw the Government’s attention to
the latter’s Achilles heels in dealing with
the problems people face in various sec-
tors, besides suggesting some pragmat-
ic remedies as well. But for this to hap-
pen, the party needs to keep its own
house in order in the first place. 

The recent CWC meeting presided by
the interim president Sonia Gandhi
actually came across as a damage control
exercise in this regard and which con-
cluded sans any brouhaha against the
expectations harboured by the party’s
political rivals as Sonia Gandhi succeed-
ed in prevailing upon the sidelined G23
leaders to fall in line with the party’s con-
stitution by acceding to their longstand-
ing demand for conducting the organi-
sational elections including that of a full-
time party president after the upcoming
Assembly elections in the six States are
over. Moreover, the interim president
called a meeting of the party general sec-
retaries and State-incharges along with
UP Congress presidents on October 26,
wherein she discussed the ‘Jan Jagran
Abhiyan’ with a view to strengthening the
Congress's base.

Azhar A Khan | Rampur
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Sir — In the forthcoming Conference of
Parties (COP), the assistance that devel-
oping countries such as India need for
mitigating carbon emissions, adapting to
a warming world and insisting on a firm,
transparent framework that lays out
how this can be met, will be the points
of discussion. Thus, adopting the stand
that a national deadline for net zero car-
bon dioxide emissions is uncalled for,
given its moral claim to a far greater share
of the remaining global carbon budget. 

The budget, which represents the esti-
mated volume of future emissions that
will allow global average temperature rise
to be kept within safe limits — well below

2°C or 1.5°C under the Paris Agreement
— must be “shared by all countries.”
India, it points out, will again rely on its
historical energy poverty, underdevelop-
ment and low per capita emissions to
convince the world that a net zero target
is incongruous with the present reality.

Krishnan Ramani | Calicut
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Sir — Having lived in Uttar Pradesh since
1978, I found the recent development in
the State monumental and outstanding.
With the Delhi Metro almost touching
Ghaziabad in UP, we can see Noida,
Vaishali are just at a stone’s distance from
the Capital. Uttar Pradesh has achieved
various milestones of development in the
last four-and-a-half years. Making its
mark as a frontrunner in sustainable,
equitable and inclusive growth, the State
Government not only successfully han-
dled the challenges posed by the COVID-
19 pandemic, but also converted the dis-

aster into an opportunity by pursuing the
goal with greater force and fast growth
momentum. 

The Government’s model of COVID
management has been acknowledged not
only in the country but also globally. UP
was a backward State and it was a crime
center but with the BJP taking over, the
situation has changed drastically. And,
now the State is moving towards a mile-
stone of achievements and that changed
the entire State drastically. With vast
development and a harmonious law and
order situation, more and more foreign
investments are coming into the State
because of the amenable condition here.
As we would like to see, the current team
is going to continue for a further period.
We can witness a backward State becom-
ing a booming State.

MR Jayanthi | Coimbatore
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Will the Taliban be
able to provide sta-
bility and peace to
Afghanistan? The

deep fault lines within, that are
now apparent, warrant the ques-
tion. Time was when the Ameer-
ul-Momineen (Commander of
the Faithful) Mullah Mohammad
Omar’s word was law for the
Taliban. Nevertheless, there were
factions within the Islamist mili-
tia, which emerged in 2015 when
it came to be known that Mullah
Omar had died on April 13, 2013,
but the fact was kept a secret and
Mullah Akhtar Mansour was
running the organisation in his
name. Mansour, who became
the successor in July 2015, was
killed by a US drone strike on
May 21, 2016, following which
Sheikh Haibatullah Akhaundzada
became Ameer-ul-Momineen.

The continuing factional tus-
sles intensified sharply during
the exercise in Government for-
mation that followed the Taliban’s
takeover of Afghanistan, with
capital Kabul falling to it on
August 15, 2021. The first indica-
tion of this was the fact that
Zabiullah Mujahid, Taliban’s chief
spokesman, announced a caretak-
er Government with 33 Ministers
as late as September 7, 2021. The
need to reconcile conflicting
claims for shares of ministerial
berths clearly made for the delay,
which was over three weeks. The
argument that the Taliban were
not ready with a list of minister-
ial nominees because they could
not anticipate their lightning vic-
tory, will not wash. Their peace
treaty with the US, signed on
February 29, 2021, which came in
the midst of their violently extend-
ing their sway over progressively
wider chunks of Afghan territory,
was widely regarded as paving the
way, wittingly or unwittingly, for
their not-so-distant accession to
power in Afghanistan. This and
the fact that they themselves were
confident about victory, should
certainly have prompted them to
have the blueprint for a
Government and a list of poten-
tial Ministers ready — particular-
ly when Pakistan was regularly
providing them with guidance.

It is now clear that the Taliban
had neither such a list nor a blue-
print for governance ready. Hence
the factional struggle in which the
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The biggest beneficiary in
the festive season,
Dussehra to Diwali par-

ticularly in north India, is the
marketer. A significant number
of them especially the sweets
and garment dealers earn as
much in a few days as in the
entire year. The colourfully
decorated, well-lit markets and
makeshift shops attract buyers
with special offers, discounts
and incentives stimulating the
customers’ shopping urge. The
choicest items in the shopping
list are apparels, upholstery,
linens, kitchenware. Many
book a new vehicle or home. A
reflexively parsimonious per-
son also buys something tan-
gible on these ‘auspicious’ days.
The buoyant spending goes on
till the New Year, and beyond.

The tendency of indis-
criminate buying leads to accu-

mulation of unwanted goods,
machinery and equipment in
an already diminishing resi-
dential, commercial, govern-
ment and industrial spaces.
“Thrift was never more neces-
sary in the world’s history than
it is today,” said the noted US
banker Francis H. Sisson. Our
age and times warrant exercis-
ing utmost thrift in any addi-
tional purchases for multiple
reasons.

Thrift or frugality is not a
derogatory term;being frugal
doesn't mean going by the low-
est price or compromising on
quality; it doesn't mean depriv-
ing oneself of pleasures of life
either. Thrift is the habit of
procuring goods and services
only when necessary, and in a
restrained manner, avoiding
wastage and extravagance.
Frugality empowers one to

devote resources to a cause that
is worthwhile and meaningful.
By observing frugality, you
bring your money under your
control.

Kitchen items like mixer-
grinder, coffee maker, dough
kneaders; medical equipment
like blood pressure or sugar
level devices, etc. often pro-
cured on an impulse remain
idle for years and are eventu-
ally discarded or handed over
for repair, never to be duly
brought back. 

Purchases are at times
made as status symbol irrespec-
tive of utility. There are exam-
ples of government offices
procuring scientific equipment
at enormous cost that were
hardly or never used, for any
reason, thus entailing colossal
wastage apart from blocking
precious space. A 2016 CAG
report on National Health
Mission deplored that life-sav-
ing equipment like blood stor-
age units, ultrasound and X-ray
machines worth crores of
rupees remained unutilised
since skilled manpower to run
the advanced machines was
not in place. In fact, the dispos-
al of the unwanted materials
itself turns out to be a formi-
dable problem. Apart from
occupying precious spaces,
such junk creates negative,
counter-productive vibes. The

message is loud and clear:
before you buy something,
consider whether you actual-
ly need it.

In an era when many old-
sters hardly have children
around, they can bank on
their savings to meet their
necessary needs of products
and services. Here is a take for
youngsters: espouse frugality
from early years. Concrete
savings provide not only a
cushion to meet unforeseen
financial needs but also feeling
of security, a dire need of the
aged. To promote a saving
habit in a planned way as in
banks (rather than under the
mattresses) among people at
large, World Savings Bank
Institute (WSBI) has been
sponsoring World Savings (or
Thrift) Day annually on
October 31 since 1925 (in

India it is celebrated on
October 30). Through formal
savings not only the young
generations find themselves
in a ‘socially and economical-
ly safe environment’ but such
funds do contribute to devel-
opment agenda of the nations.

On the flip side, emphasis
on savings can create imbal-
ances. Mark the massive food
grains being dropped into the
ocean or elsewhere because the
procurement was far in excess
of storage facilities, or cooked
food items stored in refrigera-
tors being thrown out as they
could not be consumed in
time. Apropos also of many
grandparents who grew up in
poverty and whose savings
accounts usually remained
unknown to their kith and kin
even posthumously and ulti-
mately their hard-earned

deposits were appropriated by
bankers in absence of
claimants. 

On the other extreme is
the younger generation
unmindful of Benjamin
Franklin’s precept, “beware of
little expenses; a small leak will
sink a great ship”. They prefer
a lifestyle of spending to the
extent their wallets or credit
cards permit, an addiction of
sorts. After making every one
a debtor in developed coun-
tries, the plastic money king-
pins now have eyes set on high
salaried Indian youth. For
every 100 persons at a work-
place in metro cities there are
150 credit cards - not a good
sign. It is time for us to take
stock of how much do we actu-
ally need in our life time vis-
à-vis our resources, and how
much to store for the future.
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The writer is a blogger and
writes on social and health
issues. The views expressed

are personal.)
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October 21, 2021 was a momen-
tous day when India achieved
the remarkable figure of 100
crore (onebillion) vaccinations.

Next to China this is the highest in the
world and it has been made possible by
untiring coordinated efforts over the last
10 months. The whole exercise of vacci-
nation has been done in a campaign
mode. The credit for this must, undoubt-
edly, go to the political will from the top
at the Center and the States and the effort
put in by the entire Government system
with its civil service and health care
administration providing the leadership
and the healthcare workers taking care of
the last mile delivery. 

We got off to a slow start in January
and there was also the debatable issue of
vaccine--maitri whereby around six crore
doses were exported to other countries.
However, the drastic second wave of
Coronavirus sent the entire country into
a state of shock bringing forth the real-
ization that the only way out was to vac-
cinate the eligible population with both
doses at the earliest possible to prevent
further disaster through the third wave. 

Accordingly, the Prime Minister gave
a clarion call for vaccinating the entire
adult population by December 31.
Initially, the progress was slow and there
was a lot of cynicism about India’s abili-
ty to achieve this ambitious goal. There
was the policy issue of vaccine being pro-
cured by the States which led to a lot of
problems and the policy was revised to
have the procurement done by
Government of India. This was indeed a
very positive policy amendment without
which this 100-crore figure would never
have been realized. 

There were a lot of people who
doubted the capacity of the government
system to deliver. Concerns were raised
about the availability of vaccines, the
transportation of vaccines to the remotest
areas, the existence of a cold chain, the
availability of trained vaccinators, the
actual conduct of the vaccination, the
record keeping, the wastage of vaccines
and many other similar issues. No doubt,
delivering vaccine to every part of the
country was by no means an easy task and
required high level coordination, team
spirit, motivation, inspiration, decision
making, communication and leadership
at all levels. 

The vaccine manufacturers had to be
given the demand well in time so that they
could augment their facilities and sched-
ule their production accordingly. They
had to be given necessary financial assis-
tance from the Government and a mech-
anism developed where payment for
vaccine bought could be made on time so
that there is no disruption in the flow.
Thereafter the existing cold chain and
other infrastructure used for the massive
child immunization programmeshad to
be made ready to receive and handle the
Covid vaccines. 

Vaccination centers had to be setup
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at thousands of points so that the
citizen does not have to travel far
to get vaccinated. Then the huge
army of vaccinators had to be
trained in such a short time. There
after duties were assigned to
employees and officers to run
these centers and ensure hassle free
vaccination.The problem was far
more acute in the rural areas
where the basic infrastructure is
not of the same level as the cities.
The entire exercise was managed
through a Cowin portal developed
by the national health authority
through which you could fix your
appointment for vaccination and
also get the certificates. There
was some debate about the useful-
ness of Cowin for those not hav-
ing access to internet facility but
the issues were ironed out and the
result is that 100 crore vaccinations
has been reached. 

Such a vast and complex gov-
ernance exercise involving coordi-
nation at various levels is a huge
task and due credit must be given
to the entire team to have achieved
it. In my 38 years of experience as
a civil servant the only exercise that
canbe a parallel to this is the con-
duct of nationwide elections. The
Prime Minister had rightly said
that vaccination would have to be
done in the election mode. Just like
elections all arms of the govern-
ment had to work together to make
this vaccination possible. It
required a lot of daily coordination
between Government of India
and the State Government.
Thereafter the leadership had to be

given by the political executive at
the state level and prompt decision
making by the policy planners like
the Secretary and Director. Finally,
it was the district where action
took place under the leadership of
the District Magistrate and the
Chief medical officer. 

The last-mile delivery was
made possible by the health work-
ers including Asha and Anganwadi
workers. In rural areas vaccination
had to be taken to the door step of
the people. I could witness a
tremendous sense of enthusiasm
amongst all concerned with the
vaccination process. My personal
experience of vaccination was also
very good as I found that the vac-
cination centers were being man-
aged very efficiently with full cour-
tesy and protocol. There was vac-
cine hesitancy in quite a few peo-
ple and a lot of communication was
required to convince the citizens to
come forward for the vaccination.
The point I want to make is that
very often people have a negative
perception about government offi-
cers and employees. 

This vaccination drive has
shown the entire government sys-
tem in positive colors. The entire
system has risen to the occasion in
response to the challenge of the
pandemic in a most professional
and effective manner. To a large
extent the government must take
the blame for not being able to
anticipate the coming of the second
wave and then not being able to
respond adequately to it. There was
a definite failure to provide oxygen,

ICU beds and medicines during the
height of the second wave.
However, with the success of the
vaccination so far, the govern-
ment system has been able to
redeem itself to a large extent.

The battle is not over and the
momentum has to be continued to
meet the target of vaccinating the
entire adult population by
December 31. We must celebrate
attaining the 100 crore figure but
it must not lull us into a sense of
complacency. The war-like effort
must continue so that there is no
possibility of the Pandemic strik-
ing back in the form of a third
wave. There are lessons to be
drawn from the success story of
vaccination for the future overhaul
of the public health system which
is in urgent need of being modern-
ized and upgraded. 

The Center as well as the States
will have to focus on spending a
larger portion of their expenditure
on health care. More Doctors,
nurses and paramedics are required
necessitating the opening of more
educational institutions to cater to
this demand. District hospitals
need to be converted into centers
of excellence and primary health
care centers made operational.
The pandemic has exposed the
poor State of health infrastructure
in the rural areas which needs to
be addressed on priority. The suc-
cess of the vaccination drive has
shown that this is possible and the
same leadership, team spirit and
motivation are required to trans-
form the public health sector.

(The writer is former
Chief Secretary,

Government of Uttar
Pradesh. The views

expressed are personal.)
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Kolkata: Bangladesh
Information and Broadcasting
Minister M Hasan Mahmud on
Thursday blamed Opposition
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) and pro-Pakistan ele-
ments for the recent commu-
nal violence in the country dur-
ing Durga Puja.

Addressing the media at
Kolkata Press Club, Mr
Mahmud said, “The people of
Bangladesh and West Bengal
are well aware of who is behind
this. Some parties like BNP and
Jamaat believe in communal-
ism and they capitalise on it
and create instability.”

“You all know that even
during the country’s libera-
tion struggle (1971), there were
some people who supported
the Pakistani army. Don’t for-
get that their descendants are
still there,” added the
Bangladesh minister.

Violence had erupted in
pockets of Bangladesh over an
alleged blasphemy incident at
a Durga Puja pavilion at
Cumilla, following which para-
military forces were deployed
in many affected areas.

Sporadic clashes broke out
between the police and hard-
liners resulting in the vandal-

isation of Hindu temples and
Durga puja venues.

At least five people were
killed and scores injured in the
clashes. Based on the analysis
of the CCTV footage, the police
identified Iqbal Hossain, a res-
ident of Cumilla, as the person
responsible for the incident.

The police official said he
confessed to placing the Quran
on the lap of the idol of
Hanuman, a central character
in the epic of Ramayana, before
stealing the club from the idol’s
hand.

He further blamed the
communal politics of BNP and
Pakistan for the violence in the
country and stated that the
Bangladesh government has
taken strict action against all
the culprits.

BNP do communal poli-
tics, they who follow the ide-
ology of Pakistan, their religion
first for the people. This is the
difference between those peo-
ple and us. Bangladesh gov-
ernment has taken strict action
against all the culprits after
communal incidents took place
in different parts of the coun-
try,” said Mr Mahmud.

“When elections come,
these people give anti-India,

anti-Hindu slogans and also say
that you people should not go
to vote and these people have
done this incident for political
purpose,” Mr Mahmud said.

He said that atrocities on
the Hindu community were
one such attempt through
which they wanted to incite
riots across the country.

“No Hindu had kept the
Quran in the puja pandal. In
the end, the investigation
revealed that a Muslim named
Iqbal had done it under provo-
cation. Agencies are probing
the matter and strict action is
being taken,” he added.

“In Bangladesh, we do not
believe in minorities. Everyone
is Bangladeshi and this is our
first identity. The festival of
worship is not only for Hindus
as we all participate in it and so
is the case with Eid, which is
celebrated by all,” added the
minister.

“When Eid is celebrated in
Bangladesh, not only Muslims
but people of all religions take
part in it and the same happens
in India. Out of 32,000 pujas,
only five or six were attacked by
some people who are trying to
communalise Bangladesh’s pol-
itics,” he said. PTI
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ROME: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi was on Friday
greeted by a jubilant and cheer-
ing Indian diaspora, who recit-
ed hymns and chanted his
name to welcome him on his
visit to Italy.

In a video shared on social
media, Prime Minister Modi is
seen in a happy mood, walking
along a park cloaked with
heavy security, greeting and
shaking hands with the mem-
bers of the Indian diaspora.

Before meeting the Indian
community, Modi paid floral
tributes at the bust of Mahatma
Gandhi at Piazza Gandhi.

The community members,
holding Indian flags, are seen
chanting Modi’s name cheer-
fully, with PM Modi recipro-
cating by waving to the crowd.

With folded hands and full
attention, Prime Minister Modi
listened to the recital of hymns
by a group of members, who
also offered a bunch of books
to him.

Modi also joined them in
reciting “Om Namah Shivay” at
the end. 

He praised their effort and
also exchanged a few words
with them.

With concern, he enquired

about a community member’s
injured hand, “what did you do
to your hand?”

Prime Minister Modi, who
arrived here earlier in the day
to participate in the G20

Summit, began his official
engagements in Rome with a
“productive interaction” with
President of the European
Council Charles Michel and
President of the European
Commission Ursula von der
Leyen.

Prime Minister Modi held
wide-ranging talks with the top
leaders of the European Union
here during which the two
sides discussed deepening the
India-EU friendship, particu-
larly in areas such as trade,
commerce, culture and the
environment.

PTI
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Jerusalem: For years, Zebulon
Simentov branded himself as
the “last Jew of Afghanistan,”
the sole remnant of a centuries-
old community. He charged
reporters for interviews and
held court in Kabul’s only
remaining synagogue. He left
the country last month for
Istanbul after the Taliban seized
power.

Now it appears he was not
the last one.

Simentov’s distant cousin,
Tova Moradi, was born and
raised in Kabul and lived there
until last week, more than a
month after Simentov depart-
ed in September. Fearing for
their safety, Moradi, her chil-
dren and nearly two dozen
grandchildren fled the country

in recent weeks in an escape
orchestrated by an Israeli aid
group, activists and prominent
Jewish philanthropists.

“I loved my country, loved
it very much, but had to leave
because my children were in
danger,” Moradi told The
Associated Press from her
modest quarters in the
Albanian town of Golem,
whose beachside resorts have
been converted to makeshift
homes for some 2,000 Afghan
refugees. Moradi, 83, was one
of 10 children born to a Jewish
family in Kabul. At age 16, she
ran away from home and mar-
ried a Muslim man. She never
converted to Islam, maintained
some Jewish traditions, and it
was no secret in her neigh-

bourhood that she was Jewish.
“She never denied her Judaism,
she just got married in order to
save her life as you cannot be
safe as a young girl in
Afghanistan,” Moradi’s daugh-
ter, Khorshid, told the AP from
her home in Canada, where she
and three of her siblings moved
after the Taliban first seized
power in Afghanistan in the
1990s.

Despite friction over her
decision to marry outside the
faith, Moradi said she stayed in
touch with some of her family
over the years. Her parents and
siblings fled Afghanistan in
the 1960s and 1980s. Her par-
ents are buried at Jerusalem’s
Har Menuhot cemetery, and
many of her surviving siblings

and their descendants live in
Israel.

But until this week, she had
not spoken to some of her sis-
ters in over half a century.

“Yesterday, I saw my sisters,
nieces and nephews after
around 60 years through a
video call. We spoke for hours,”
Moradi said. “I was really
happy, I saw their children
and they met mine.” “They said
it’s like she came back from the
grave,’’’ Khorshid said. During
the first period of Taliban rule,
from 1996 until the 2001 US-
led invasion, Moradi tried to
maintain a low profile. But she
risked her life by hiding Rabbi
Isaak Levi, one of the few
remaining Afghan Jews, from
the Taliban. AP
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WASHINGTON: India and
the US have called on the
Taliban to ensure that
Afghanistan is not used as a
safe haven for terrorists, as offi-

cials from the two countries
concluded their joint dialogue
on counter-terrorism to expand
their cooperation to combat the
scourge.

The Indian and the US
sides also called for concerted
action against all terror groups,
including those proscribed by

the UN Security Council such
as al-Qaida, ISIS/Daesh,
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and
Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM), a
joint statement issued after the
meeting here said on Thursday.

Reaffirming counter-ter-
rorism cooperation as an
important pillar under the US-
India Comprehensive Global
Strategic Partnership, both
sides pledged to further expand
cooperation on law enforce-
ment, information sharing,
exchange of best practices and
strategic convergence on
counter-terrorism challenges, it
said.

During the two-day meet-

ing here on October 26 and 27,
the US reiterated its commit-
ment to stand together with the
people and the government of
India in the fight against ter-
rorism.

ALSO READ | Taliban
founder Mullah Omar’s son
gives first public appearance as
hardline rulers polish image

They called on the Taliban
to ensure that Afghanistan is
not used as a safe haven for ter-
rorists.

The Taliban seized power
in Afghanistan on August 15,
two weeks before the US’ com-
plete troop withdrawal on
August 31 after a costly two-

decade war.
According to the joint US-

India statement, the two coun-
tries strongly condemned any
use of terrorist proxies and
cross-border terrorism in all its
forms, and called for the per-
petrators of the 26/11 Mumbai
attack to be brought to justice.

The 2008 Mumbai attack
was one of the most horrific
terrorist attacks in India in
which 166 people, including six
Americans, were killed and
over 300 injured as 10 heavily-
armed terrorists from Pakistan
created mayhem in the coun-
try’s financial capital.

IANS

Washington: The US Secretary
of State Tony Blinken
announced on Thursday that
the United States will roll out
USD144 million in a bid to help
the people of Afghanistan who
have been facing a grave
humanitarian crisis since the
atrocious Taliban takeover.

Blinken also added that the
financial assistance would be
provided directly to indepen-
dent international and non-
governmental humanitarian
organisations, including the
United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR), United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF),
International Organization for
Migration (IOM), and the
World Health Organization
(WHO), following extensive
vetting and monitoring.

“This funding provides
support directly to some of the
more than 18 million vulner-
able Afghans in need in the

region, including Afghan
refugees in neighbouring coun-
tries,” he said.

“To be clear, this humani-
tarian assistance will benefit the
people of Afghanistan and not
the Taliban, whom we will
continue to hold accountable
for the commitments they have
made,” he asserted.

Observing that
Afghanistan’s neighbours have
long hosted one of the largest
and most protracted refugee
situations in the world, Blinken
thanked the host countries and
urged them to keep their bor-
ders open to Afghans seeking
international protection.

“With this new humani-
tarian funding, we will contin-
ue to support our partners in
the region with lifesaving assis-
tance and protection services to
Afghan refugees, while we con-
tinue to support Afghans in
need inside Afghanistan,”
Blinken said. IANS

New Delhi: An unprecedented
meeting of Inter-Parliamentary
Alliance on China (IPAC) is
taking place in Rome to coin-
cide with the G20 summit to
expose China’s human rights
abuses before the internation-
al community.

“Hello from Rome! I’m
here as Co-Chair of @ipac-
global, and today we’re talking
about #China and its disrespect
of human rights and the rule of
law. As the #G20summit kicks
off, we’re highlighting China’s
behaviour to the international
community,” Barry Ward said
in a tweet.

“I’m in Rome today for the
first in-person conference of
@ipacglobal. As world leaders
come together for the G20, they
must confront the CCP’s
attacks on human rights and
the rule of law,” Garnett Genius,

another participant of the meet,
tweeted.

“‘Every time I see a world
leader shaking hands with Xi
Jinping, I am reminded that the
survival of my community is
not important enough for them
to take a stand’... An incredibly
powerful statement from
@MahmutRahima at the
@ipacglobal #G20 counter-
meeting this morning,” Stop
Uyghur Genocide said in a
tweet.India has joined IPAC as
the 21st legislature represented.
“India joins IPAC with co-
chairs @SujeetKOfficial and
@ninong_erring. As the world’s
largest democracy, India has an
integral part to play in the
upholding of the rules based
international order. India is the
21st legislature represented in
#IPAC,” IPAC tweeted.Chinese
mouthpiece Global Times has

attacked IPAC as conversion of
secessionists. 

Global Times said that
Taiwan Foreign Minister
Joseph Wu’s visit is a trip about
the convergence of China’s
secessionist forces. Later this
month, the Inter-Parliamentary
Alliance on China (IPAC), a
group of anti-China lawmakers
from the West, will hold a
meeting in Rome. The leading
figures of many secessionist
groups that aim to divide China
will attend the meeting, and
Wu was invited to it as well.

“Wu, a leading pro-Taiwan
secession figure, has attacked
the Chinese mainland and
advocated secessionist ideas
through this anti-China coali-
tion. With Wu’s participation,
a combination of secessionists
of Taiwan, Tibet, Xinjiang and
HK has formed. IANS
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During a meeting with 14
foreign envoys, The

Taliban’s Acting Foreign
Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi
has urged the international
community’s support for the
removal of sanctions on the
incumbent government of
Afghanistan led by the group,
the media reported.

The meeting took place in
Doha on Wednesday, TOLO
News reported.During the
meeting, “Minister Muttaqi
elaborated on the new Islamic
government, ensuring security,
ties with the international com-
munity, economic situation,
sanctions imposed on
Afghanistan, and elimination
of corruption”, Foreign
Ministry spokesman Abdul
Qahar Balkhi said in a state-
ment.

“Afghanistan is witnessing
a dominant government in 40
years, therefore the interna-
tional community should call
on the US to remove sanctions
on the Afghan people’s nation-
al wealth,” the Minister was
quoted as saying in the meet-
ing.The new Afghan govern-
ment “as a responsible govern-
ment” fulfilled all of the con-
ditions and that it should be
recognised, he added.In the
meeting, reportedly mediated
by the Qatari government, the
envoys urged the Taliban to
abide by international rules,
respect human rights, guaran-
tee safe passage to Afghanistan
and eradicate terrorism.Earlier
on Wednesday, the Acting
Foreign Minister held talks
with Markus Potzel, Germany’s
Ambassador-designate to
Afghanistan.

IANS

New Delhi: A senior Pentagon
official has informed that
Pakistan continues to give the
US access to its airspace and the
two sides are also talking about
keeping that access open, Dawn
reported.US Undersecretary of
Defence for Policy Colin Kahl
shared this information with
the Senate Armed Services
Committee on Tuesday during
an open hearing on “Security in
Afghanistan and in the regions
of South and Central Asia”.

He was replying to a ques-
tion from the Committee’s
chairman Senator Jack Reed,
who asked him to update the
panel on “our arrangement
with Pakistan regarding their
cooperation with us in counter-
terrorism”.

The Senator referred to
recent press reports claiming
that Pakistan was working with
the Taliban to attack the Islamic
State terror group, the report
said.”Pakistan is a challenging
actor, but they don’t want
Afghanistan to be a safe haven
for terrorist attacks.” 

IANS
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Chinese People’s Liberation
Army (PLA) has abruptly

restricted the use of its navi-
gation system, BeiDou along
borders with India fearing their
movement might be
tracked.Sources said the change
in Chinese stance happened the
moment India increased its
surveillance mechanism along
the Line of Actual Control.
China, lately, has been making
attempts of transgression in
Indian territory.

Taking note of all these, the
India Army enhanced surveil-
lance both close to the LAC as
well as in the depth areas by
synergizing efforts of all sur-
veillance equipment right from
the strategic level till the tacti-
cal level where soldiers actual-
ly deployed.As surveillance
increased, Intelligence agencies
stated, a decrease in activation
of BeiDou terminals all along
the Northern Borders in the
last one month was
observed.Sources said that PLA
is now using it only to send
confirmations that they have
reached their desired loca-
tions. 

“It may be a deliberate
attempt by the PLA to hide its

important activities or prepa-
rations across Northern
Borders,” the source said.

The system was launched
on June 23, 2020 finally ending
a project that went on for two
decades.BDS, stated to be
rivalling US’ GPS, is the fourth
global satellite navigation sys-
tem in the world.

Other systems are Russia’s
GLONASS and the European
Union’s Galileo. India too is
developing its own naviga-
tional system called the Indian
Regional Navigation Satellite
System (IRNSS), with an oper-
ational name of NAVIC.China
wants to end the US-based GPS
hegemony and push for its
own developed navigation sys-
tem first in the Asian region. 

To do so, China has estab-
lished a monitoring station at
its Space and Upper
Atmosphere Research
Commission (SUPARCO) for
monitoring and assessing the
BeiDou Global Navigation
Satellite System (GNSS).Now
China is pushing the use of
Beidou in many countries as
part of their ambitious Belt and
Road Initiative.

Currently, Beidou covers
nearly 30 countries including
Pakistan, Egypt and Indonesia.
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Yangon: Myanmar’s military
sentenced a close aide of oust-
ed civilian leader Aung San Suu
Kyi to 20 years in prison on
Friday, his lawyer said, the
first high-ranking member of
her party to be jailed by a junta
court.

The country has been in
turmoil since a February 1
coup ousted Suu Kyi’s National
League for Democracy (NLD)
government, accusing it of
fraud in 2020 polls it won in a
landslide.

Myanmar has since been in
chaos, with huge democracy
protests and a crackdown on
dissent that has killed more
than 1,200 people, according to
a local monitoring group.

Former member of parlia-
ment and NLD speaker Win
Htein was handed 20 years in
jail for treason by a special
court in the capital Naypyidaw,
lawyer Myint Thwin told AFP.

He added that he would
appeal the sentence, and that
his client was in good health.

Win Htein, 80, is the first
high-ranking NLD member to
be sentenced by the junta after
a trial.

The former soldier is a
longtime political prisoner who
has spent long stretches of
time in detention for cam-
paigning against military rule.

Considered Suu Kyi’s right-
hand man, he was long been
sought out by international
and domestic media for
insights into what Myanmar’s
former de facto leader is think-
ing.

The wheelchair-bound
politician requires oxygen to
help him breathe, according to
local media. PTI
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Seoul: South Korea will launch
a project next month to devel-
op a homegrown naval inter-
ception system designed to
protect warships from hostile
aircraft and missiles, the state
arms procurement agency said
Friday.

The Defense Acquisition
Program Administration
(DAPA) said the project aims
to develop the Close In
Weapon System-II (CIWS-II) -
- a ship-based gun capable of
countering incoming attacks in
the final stage of the Navy’s
multilayered interception pro-
gram — by 2027. IANS
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The country’s foreign
exchange reserves declined

by USD 908 million to USD
640.1 billion in the week ended
October 22, RBI data showed.

In the previous week ended
October 15, the reserves had
increased by USD 1.492 billion
to USD 641.008 billion. The
reserves had touched a lifetime
high of USD 642.453 billion in
the week ended September 3,
2021.

In the reporting week
ended October 22, the dip in
the reserves was due to a fall in
foreign currency assets (FCA),
a major component of the
overall reserves, and in the gold
reserves, Reserve Bank of
India’s (RBI) weekly data
released on Friday showed.

FCA declined by USD 853
million to USD 577.098 billion
in the reporting week, the data
showed.

Expressed in dollar terms,
the foreign currency assets
include the effect of apprecia-
tion or depreciation of non-US
units like the euro, pound and
yen held in the foreign
exchange reserves.
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Retail inflation for industri-
al workers eases to 4.41 per

cent in September mainly due
to lower prices of certain food
items.

“Year-on-year inflation for
the month (September) stood
at 4.41 per cent compared to
4.79 per cent for the previous
month (August 2021) and 5.62
per cent during the corre-
sponding month (September
2020) a year before,” a labour
ministry statement said.

Similarly, it stated that
food inflation stood at 2.26 per
cent against 4.83 per cent of the
previous month and 7.51 per
cent during the corresponding
month a year ago.

The All-India CPI-IW
(Consumer Price Index-
Industrial Workers) for
September, 2021 increased by
0.3 point and stood at 123.3
points compared to 123 points

in August 2021. On one-month
percentage change, it increased
by 0.24 per cent with respect to
previous month compared to
an increase of 0.62 per cent
recorded between correspond-
ing months a year ago.The
maximum upward pressure in
current index came from fuel
and light group contributing
0.21 percentage points to the
total change.

However, this increase was
largely checked by rice, apple,
petrol for vehicle, etc, putting
downward pressure on the
index.DPS Negi, Principal
Labour and Employment
Advisor said in the statement
that the increase observed in
index is mainly due to items
like cooking gas, fire wood and
chips, match box,
poultry/chicken, mustard oil,
brinjal, sugar-white,
doctor/surgeon’s fee, etc, which
experienced an increase in
prices.
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In the absence of low-cost
health insurance products, at

least 30 per cent of India’s
population or 40 crore indi-
viduals are devoid of any finan-
cial protection through insur-
ance, according to a report
released by Niti Aayog.

The report titled ‘ Health
Insurance for India’s Missing
Middle’ said that expansion of
health insurance coverage is a
necessary step and a pathway
in India’s effort to achieve uni-
versal health coverage (UHC).

“At least 30 per cent of the
population, or 40 crore indi-
viduals – called the missing
middle in this report – are
devoid of any financial protec-
tion for health... In the absence
of a low-cost health insurance
product, the missing middle
remains uncovered despite the
ability to pay nominal premi-
ums,” it said.

According to the report,
the ‘missing middle’ is a broad
category which lacks health
insurance, positioned between
the deprived poorer sections,
and the relatively well-off
organised sector. 

The report pointed out
that Ayushman Bharat –
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya

Yojana (AB-PMJAY) launched
in September 2018, and state
government extension
schemes, provide comprehen-
sive hospitalisation cover to the
bottom 50 per cent of the pop-
ulation – around 70 crore indi-
viduals.   Around 20 per cent
of the population – 25 crore
individuals – are covered
through social health insur-
ance, and private voluntary
health insurance. 

“The remaining 30 per
cent of the population is devoid
of health insurance; the actual
uncovered population is high-
er due to existing coverage
gaps in PMJAY and overlap
between schemes. “This uncov-
ered population is termed as
the missing middle,” the report
said. The report noted that
missing middle is not a mono-
lith – it contains multiple
groups across all expenditure
quintiles. 

New Delhi:The Commerce
Ministry’s investigation arm
DGTR has recommended con-
tinuation of anti-dumping duty
for five years on certain steel
imports from China with a
view to guard domestic man-
ufacturers from cheap inbound
shipments from the neigh-
bouring country.In a notifica-
tion, the Directorate General of

Trade Remedies (DGTR) has
said there is a likelihood of con-
tinuation/ recurrence of dump-
ing and injury to the domestic
industry in the event of revo-
cation of the existing duty on
imports of certain ‘bars and
rods, hot-rolled, in irregularly
wound coils, of iron or non-
alloy steel or alloy steel’ from
China. PTI
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The output of eight core
sectors rose 4.4 per cent in

September on account of
healthy performance by seg-
ments like natural gas, refinery
products and cement, official
data showed on Friday. 

The eight infrastructure
sectors of coal, crude oil, nat-
ural gas, refinery products,
fertilisers, steel, cement and
electricity had grown by 0.6 per
cent in September 2020, as per
the data released by the com-
merce and industry ministry.  

Core sectors’ growth stood
at 11.5 per cent in August this
year.

The eight core industries
comprise 40.27 per cent of the
weight of items included in the
Index of Industrial Production
(IIP).

Production of natural gas,

refinery products, and cement
increased by 27.5 per cent, 6
per cent and 10.8 per cent in
September 2021, respectively.

However, crude oil pro-
duction declined by 1.7 per
cent in September year-on-

year.
The growth rate of these

infrastructure industries during
April-September 2021-22 stood
at 16.6 per cent, as against a
contraction of 14.5 per cent in
the year-ago period.
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The Union Government’s
fiscal deficit has worked out

to be �5.26 lakh crore or 35 per
cent of the budget estimates at
the end of September 2021, as
per the data released by the
Controller General of Accounts
(CGA) on Friday.

The deficit figures in the
current fiscal appear much
better than the previous finan-
cial year when it had soared to
114.8 per cent of the estimates
mainly on account of a jump in
expenditure to deal with the
Covid-19 pandemic.

In absolute terms, the fis-
cal deficit or gap between
expenditure and revenue was
�5,26,851 crore at end of
August, the CGA said.

For the current financial
year, the Government expects
the deficit at 6.8 per cent of
GDP or �5,06,812 crore.

As per the data, the central
government’s total receipts
stood at �10.99 lakh crore or

55.6 per cent of corresponding
budget estimates (BE) 2021-22
up to September, 2021. The
total receipts were 25.2 per cent
of the BE of 2020-21 during the
corresponding period of last
financial year.

Of the total receipts, the
tax revenue was �9.2 lakh crore
or 59.6 per cent of BE. The tax
revenue was only 28 per cent of
BE of 2020-21 in the year ago
period. The CGA data further
said central government’s total
expenditure at the end of the
first half of the fiscal year
stood at Rs 16.26 lakh crore or

46.7 per cent of current fiscal’s
BE.

Of the total expenditure,
out of �13,96,666 crore was on
revenue account and �2,29,351
crore was on capital account.
Out of the total revenue expen-
diture, �3,63,757 crore was on
account of interest payments
and �1,80,959 crore is on
account of major subsidies.The
fiscal deficit for 2020-21 was 9.3
per cent of the gross domestic
product (GDP), better than
9.5 per cent projected in the
revised estimates in the budget
in February.
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Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharman on
Friday met her Singapore counterpart

Lawrence Wong to discuss opportunities for
boosting economic and trade relations between
the two Asian economies.

Sitharaman reached Rome earlier in the day
to participate in the G20 Joint Finance and
Health Ministers’ meeting, ahead of the G20
Leaders’ Summit on October 30-31.

“Finance Minister @nsitharaman met
@LawrenceWongST Finance Minister of
Singapore on the sidelines of #G20 Finance &
Health Ministers Meeting in #Rome ahead of
#G20RomeSummit. Noting strong

#IndiaSingapore relations, the ministers dis-
cussed opportunities for further collabora-
tion,” the Finance Ministry tweeted.

Sitharaman also met GlobalFund Executive
Director Peter Sands and appreciated Global
Fund’s efforts in fighting AIDS, Tuberculosis,
and Malaria.”Discussions were held on global
preparedness for dealing with future health
emergencies and sustaining the campaigns
against other diseases,” the Finance Ministry said.
This is the first joint meeting of the G20 Finance
and Health Ministers under the Italian G20
Presidency. The meeting will be co-chaired by
Italian Minister of Economy and Finance
Daniele Franco and Italian Minister of Health
Roberto Speranza.
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India is expected to have the
highest ever horticulture pro-

duction of 331.05 million
tonnes in 2020-21, as compared
to 320.47 million tonnes over
previous year. The demand for
healthy foods had increased
overall consumption of spices
in the country and also in the
export markets served by India
which reflected in the increase
in production of spices, veg-
etables, medicinal and aro-
matic crops. “Aromatic and
medicinal crops  have regis-
tered a growth of 6.2 per cent
with estimated production of

0.78 million tonnes this year as
compared to 0.73 million
tonnes  previous year.

“During the current year,
8,951 hectares area for exotic
fruits and 7,154 hectares area
for indigenous fruits will be
brought under cultivation,”
Union Agriculture Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar said

addressing a conference to
commemorate the interna-
tional year of fruits and veg-
etables. The government  will
promote expansion of

According to the third
advance estimates for horti-
culture released by the Ministry
of Agriculture on Friday, the
production of fruits is esti-
mated to be 103 million tonnes
this year as compared to 102.1
million tonnes achieved in the
year 2019-20, while production
of vegetables is estimated to be
197.2 million tonnes, up by 4.8
percent as compared to 188.3
million tonnes in the previous
year.
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After Uri: The Surgical Strike, actor
Vicky Kaushal’s career had soared
to stupendous heights and so did

everyone’s expectations of him. It will be
safe to say that not only did he successful-
ly fulfill those expectations,  but also ren-
dered to his audiences a new avatar to
adore.

Sardar Udham, the biopic of the rev-
olutionary Sardar Udham Singh who is
renowned for assassinating Michael
O’Dwyer in London, avenging the 1919
catastrophe of Jallianwala Bagh massacre
carried out by the latter’s orders. The
tragedy that took place in Amritsar had
absolutely shaken the roots of the rebel-
lion that was led by the country. The film
is directed by Shoojit Sircar, popular for
directing award-winning films like Madras
Cafe, Piku, Vicky Donor, and so on.  

While the Jallianwala Bagh sequence
is one of the most iconic scenes, it can eas-
ily be assumed that a lot of work went into
it, both emotionally and physically. On set-
ting up and recreating the impactful
scene, Shoojit began, “The Jallianwala
sequence is actually the fulcrum of the
entire event of our independence move-
ment. It is the central point from where
everything else germinated, because open-
ly firing at unarmed people was a brutal-
ity that Indians could never imagine. It led
to the birth of many Indian revolutionar-
ies from 1919 until 1947. Some people
thought the scene was perfect, some
thought it was indulgent. But, I feel, it had
to be indulgent from my end.”

Nobody in his crew had any idea as to
what he was planning to create or recre-
ate, for that matter. “Nobody was clear on
this. There was no particular script that
was supposed to be followed,” he added.

On speaking about the challenges they
faced while shooting the particular scene,
Sircar continued, “The first challenge
was to make Vicky look like a 20-year-old.
The Jallianwala scene would only happen
if this was made believable — Vicky as
Udham at the age of 20. The second prob-

lem was that we couldn’t shoot in the
actual location since it has now been con-
verted into a museum. We had to find a
place which looked like a huge prison,
where people were, like objects, stuffed
like inmates. Of course, then there was
the actual massacre to show. It was a

blood-bath. Thus, the prosthetics had to
be just right. There were days when we
were completely dazed, because there was
so much blood. We couldn’t eat proper-
ly that night.”

The complexity of the emotions that
Udham, as a young boy who watched the

entire blood-bath happening in front of
him, went through is something that no
one can ever feel. Talking about his char-
acter living the Jallianwala scene, Vicky
expressed, “We would shoot continuous-
ly, without taking breaks in between
shoots. I did not know where the cam-
eras were located either. I just had to per-
form. We just kept executing scenes.
Where Udham picks up bodies, that scene
wasn’t rehearsed. It was an uncanny
experience. Udham, for whom this was
a horrendous tragedy, would sometimes
drag, pick or pull the bodies over his
shoulders. He wasn’t used to this and I
had to feel the same.”

He continued, “Having said that, it was
physically exhausting but at the same time,
it was doing something to us on an emo-
tional level, too. As an actor, I knew it was
not going to be easy. However, what I did
not know was that while acting, I would
constantly picture what people who actu-
ally went through this would have felt.
Whenever the thought of Udham Singh,
a kid who actually had to make sense of
this night, would kick in, it would numb
me down. It would remind me that what-
ever we are trying to do might be difficult
but it would still only be probably 10 per
cent of what happened in reality. Even after
returning to the hotel, it would not be like
people would get back to their lives, chit-
chat and enjoy a wholesome dinner.
Instead, we would all be a bit subdued,
along with being tired. It was difficult to
sleep at times, because my mind would
keep picturing how the scenario would
have been for people who were there at
that point of time.”

“I guess there was something there,
some energy, that kept us going. We just
kept shooting. We didn’t let ourselves
indulge in that space. We kept shooting
and I’m just glad we got through it,” the
Raazi actor ruminated.

Recently Vicky had uploaded a
post saying ‘Sirf naam nahi ek soch hai’
on the name that Udham had come up
with when he surrendered himself —
Ram Mohammad Singh Azad.
Elaborating on that, he said, “Ram
Mohammad Singh Azad is a thought, a
vision, that the freedom fighters saw
then. There was an idea behind tattoo-
ing the name on his forearm. He want-
ed to surrender and that was the name
he wanted to be caught with so that it did

not become about religion. He didn’t
want anybody to blame Hindus, or
Muslims, or Sikhs, particularly, for the
murder. But it was a free Indian who did
that.”

Any fan of Sircar’s work would notice
that there would always be a lingering
message to his films. On asking him what
he wanted to convey through Sardar
Udham, since it felt like it was more than
just the portrayal of truth, he answered,
“As a country, that diversity and unity is
the fibre that holds us all together. I am
from Kolkata, Vicky is from Punjab, you
might be from Lucknow — what is it that
connects us all? Unity in diversity. I believe
that, that is what this film is also trying
to convey. And that rattled the British. I
think that is also what happened on the
fateful day, at Jallianwala Bagh. Three days
before the massacre, it was Ram Navami
and the procession there was attended by
all Muslims and Sikhs. The rally was
attended by people of all religions, that
unity was so disturbing to the British that
they decided to attack, out of sheer frus-
tration. This was the backstory of the mas-
sacre. The message of equality is also very
much prevalent.”

On the lines of how Vicky personal-
ly perceived the character of Udham,
whose life-story was an inspiration to all,
he confessed, “I, personally, saw Sardar
Udham as a pure soul. Anybody would
get highly affected by something like that,
which is the aftermath of the tragedy. But
for me, I found him to be a pure soul
because to keep something like that for
21 years in his heart, and still having clar-
ity of thought is huge. Suffering through
the pain and angst, and yet processing it
for so long, to be clear and not blame
someone is commendable. He did not
hate the Britishers but hated the ones
who represented the evil of colonialism
and imperialism. For me, that is why, he
is a hero. Not just a person full of vendet-
ta or vegeance, but he had a thought and
an ideology. He faced what no human
should go through, yet he had the matu-
rity to keep hatred aside from his objec-
tive. He just wanted to carry an action
that made a difference on a global level,
to make the world aware of what was
happening in India, to tell them what
kind of atrocities his countrymen were
going through. He was, thus, a hero for
me and is still a legend for the world.”

TEDx Gateway and the
Maharashtra government have

collaborated for a special edition —
TEDx Gateway’s Climate
Countdown Conference 2021 on
October 31, 2021, 4 pm onwards.
This global initiative is a first of its
kind virtual event to champion and
accelerate solutions to the climate
crisis, in an attempt to turn ideas
into action. 

This year, the event will bring
together an array of over 40 speak-
ers from across the world like
Aaditya Thackeray (Minister of
Tourism, Environment and
Protocol, Maharashtra), Dia Mirza
(actor and climate change crusad-
er), Rajiv Kumar (economist and
current vice-chairman of Niti
Aayog), Sumant Sinha (founder,
chairman and CEO of Renew
Power), Al Gore (Nobel laureate),
among others.

Among the others who are
scheduled to speak at TEDx
Gateway is Dr Jennifer Holmgren,
a clean energy expert who views
carbon as an opportunity. As the
CEO of LanzaTech, she believes
that if recycled, it can become a
great source of energy to fuel the
new world. Prior to LanzaTech, she
was the VP and GM of the
Renewable Energy and Chemicals
business unit at UOP LLC, a
Honeywell Company.

Under her management, UOP
technology became instrumental
in producing nearly all of the ini-
tial fuels used by commercial air-
lines and the military for testing
and certification of alternative
aviation fuel. Today, under Dr
Holmgren’s guidance, LanzaTech is
working towards deploying carbon
capture and reuse facilities global-
ly to make fuels and chemicals
from waste carbon. 

Read on for excerpts from the
interview: 

�You believe that carbon is an
opportunity and can be har-
nessed as a resource. However,
keeping in mind current technol-
ogy, how long would it take
before it becomes a viable alter-
native to conventional sources of
energy?

It is a viable opportunity today.
LanzaTech partnered with
Unilever and India Glycols to pro-
duce laundry pods made from car-
bon emissions for sale in China
and dish soap on sale in South
Africa. In Switzerland, you can
clean your home with Mibelle
cleaning products, now on sale at
Migros stores, with both the clean-
ing solution and packaging made
from carbon emissions. We also
have bottles for soap and juices
made from recycled emissions!

In the next few months, you
will be able to wear sports clothes,
dresses and fragrances made from
carbon waste. And in the United
States of America, Europe and the
United Kingdom, we are building
the infrastructure to produce sus-
tainable aviation fuel to help trans-
form the aviation industry. In the
US, in partnership with LanzaJet,

we will produce a combined 1 bil-
lion gallons of sustainable aviation
fuel in the by 2030. Technology will
continuously evolve, but the real-
ity is that we can produce just about
anything from waste emissions.

�Your organisation, LanzaTech,
endeavours to open carbon cap-
ture and reuse facilities across the

globe. What are the require-
ments for seamlessly implement-
ing them globally, and would
such technology be realistic in a
country like India?

Absolutely! We have created a
model we can scale in every region
across the globe because we use
distributed waste-based feedstocks
and can use wastes that are specif-
ic to each country. In India, we are
doing it with the critical partner-
ships with organisations like the
DBT- IOC Centre for Advanced
Bio-Energy Research and Indian
Oil Corporation Limited. In addi-
tion, we see India as having plen-
tiful waste feedstocks available
across multiple sectors and we have
partnerships to turn agricultural
waste to ethanol and to convert
that ethanol into products that our
brand customers want. We believe
in strong partnerships with gov-
ernments, academia, and industry.
It is together we will make the
changes needed.

Across the globe, we need to
see stable, technology-neutral poli-
cies that incentivise the adoption
of carbon capture and utilisation
technologies and products.  For
such first of-a-kind facilities, tech-
nology companies need invest-
ment to bring down production

costs as plants are built and this is
where policy and technology
together can provide long term cli-
mate solutions. This in turn will
support agrarian and industrial
supply chains and create good
jobs around the world. We are
excited to have three projects in
development or construction in
India today, using refinery emis-
sions and agricultural residues.

�Can we reverse climate change
using existing technology? If yes,
how?

There is a lot of interesting
work being done at the Center for
Climate Repair in Cambridge
under Sir David King. Can we
reverse all the damage? I don't
know. I know that the task ahead
is the challenge of our lives and we
need to try everything to bend the
carbon curve.  Innovation and
new approaches to using carbon,
especially atmospheric carbon will
help.  

At LanzaTech, we are closing
the carbon cycle and creating a
pathway to net-zero using cutting-
edge synthetic biology, engineering
and artificial intelligence and cou-
pling that with a natural process
that has been around for centuries
involving fermentation. Instead of

yeast, we are using microbes that
have also been around for years.
So, we can all do our part to use the
technology we already have and use
a process we are already familiar
with, with waste resources current-
ly at our disposal, and create new
pathways to preventing further
damage.

�What steps should the human
race implement to make the far-
fetched dream of net zero emis-
sions by 2050 a reality?

We really should have the
ambition for 2030. 2050 is too late. 

People need to be carbon smart
and start asking questions about
where the carbon in their life
comes from. Producers need to
look at their supply chains, govern-
ments need to look at their policies.
We must all rethink carbon and
find ways to reuse the carbon that
is already above ground. Until we
stop extracting new carbon, we are
never going to reach that goal. 

�With climate change slowly
heating the earth, how long would
it take to reach a point of no
return?

Unfortunately, we are at that
point already. The science is clear,
and the storms, floods, fires, and
heat are not warnings, they are part
of the reality we now face. Extreme
weather events are everywhere and
are impacting multiple facets of our
lives. The urgency of the climate
crisis requires swift and ambitious
action to reduce emissions through
all possible sustainable pathways.
Carbon capture and reuse is a great
example of a way we can contribute
to the solution. It is through inno-
vation like this that we can prevent
any further damage to our planet,
but I am afraid that there has been
much damage already and people
will continue to suffer around the
world. We need to act now and we
need to act decisively.
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When anyone thinks of
the mountains, what
usually comes to mind
is lush green serenity.
My love for the blue

pine and the Himalayan cedar is such
that it draws me to retire to the magnif-
icent Himalayas every few months.
However, I let go of my obsession with
the beautiful lush terrain this time
around and chose a rather rugged
mountainous experience, somewhere
between the Kunlun Mountains in the
north and the Himalayas in the south.
Tactically placed on the ancient trade
route, it has for ages been one of the
most prosperous trading pillars via
which transport of gold, indigo, and
opium was shared across the Silk Road.
You might know by now, I am talking
about the land of high passes, Ladakh.
A dream destination for those willing to
explore in isolation. 

Are barren mountains beautiful?
Let me start with addressing the ele-

phant in the room. How does it feel to
be hugged by miles and miles of empti-

ness and nothingness? Honestly speak-
ing, I was awestruck even before I land-
ed in Leh. As soon as the desert-like
landscape shows itself from the airplane
window, something just shifts within
you. Vast patches of just sand and mil-
itary bases coloured in pop in the mid-
dle play tricks on you. Vegetation plays
hide and seek but shows the most beau-
tiful signs of life amidst pitch-barren-
ness. To be honest, it takes a bit, espe-
cially for someone in love with lush
green, to end up liking what you see. But
once you start seeing the changing ter-
rain, it clicks with you, and you gradu-
ally get intoxicated by the piercing
beauty of this magical land.

How to prepare for Ladakh and the
first few days

We have all heard about the famous
altitude sickness and acclimatisation
required once you enter Ladakh. And all
of that is true. The altitude sickness is
natural and takes one to three days to
pass, during which you will feel mild to
moderate headaches, shortness of
breath, and fatigue. Diamox is the

magic pill that can help you through this
turbulence, but that is pretty much it.
Any rational person would recom-
mend you to take the pit stop in Leh for
at least the first two days. 

On day one, I remember stepping
out on Mall Road, which gives you a
peek into the city's cosmopolitan nature.
As much as it seems like the place is try-
ing hard to fit into this depressing nar-
rative of being a "global city", it show-
cases its innate cultural characteristics
to those willing to see it. You'll see
women by footpaths selling fresh veg-
etables, shopkeepers offering you the
purest form of pashmina, cafes over-
crowded with tourists and the Jama
Masjid — down the street — with Indo-
Iranian folks gathering for prayers. I dis-
tinctly remember being awestruck and
embarrassing myself by asking one
elderly gentleman about his eyes. I dis-
covered that the secret behind the deep
blue was him tracing his lineage to
Alexander the Great. Before this, my
only knowledge of Ladakh came from
Andrew Harvey's riveting Journey In
Ladakh, a book, that almost instantly

made me dream of being there one day.
However, going there and experiencing
the culture and beautiful way of life —
which bears a close resemblance to how
they might have lived centuries ago —
is the strongest memory I want to pre-
serve and defend. 

The lay of Leh
LEH has many exciting things to

offer, irrespective of how varied your
interests may be. There is a relaxed cafe
culture with a mix of rooftop and
indoor dining + drinking experiences.
If you are an art and culture geek, I rec-
ommend places like the Central Asian
Museum and the Ladakh Arts and
Media Organisation. For shopping, Leh
is just like other popular Indian hill sta-
tions, so try not to raise your expec-
tations too high. But, I do recommend
picking up handmade lip balms with
an apricot extract from local vendors
near Mall Road and making a custom-
ary appointment at Jigmat Couture for
some beautiful Ladakhi clothing. Not
to forget the exotic culinary experi-
ences that the city offers — whether it

is the most succulent thukpas and the lip-
smacking butter tea with a side of tingmo,
khambir and apricot jam. Also, I would con-
sider it a sin if you do not try jimpo, a natur-
al Sea Buckthorn Berry Juice.

Further afield in Ladakh 
Once you acclimatise, Ladakh is your play-

ing field. One can choose to do the typical Tso
Moriri, Khardungla Pass, Pangong, Nubra sort
of touristy places or you can be a backpacker and
explore hidden gems like Turtuk, Chumathang,
Stok, and Basgo. Either way, the journey from
Leh to any of these beautiful villages is breath-
taking. Apart from a few famous towns/villages,
Ladakh isn't your everyday backpacking desti-
nation as hostels are rare and travel isn't the
cheapest, especially thanks to COVID-19. Also,
do remember that while venturing beyond Leh,
you will require special inner line permits, which
usually take a day to obtain.

I would walk daily to visit new villages; most
times, localities seemed empty. Usually, it was
just me walking with my backpack and a gazil-
lion thoughts about existentialism for compa-
ny. Is it just I, or does everybody become a bit
more philosophical in the mountains? 

Here it would only be fair to talk about the
architecture of the houses and old establishments.
While some appeared to be Buddhist and
Bhutanese, others gave hints of the streets of
Kashmir and some even showed remnants of the
Mughal era. Though it is another melancholic
contrast that hits me the worst every time I trav-
el (almost anywhere). The cross between the
intriguing ancient village and the crass ingenu-
ity of tourist hubs, the complete mismatch, break-
ing the symmetry and equilibrium of a beauti-
ful place.

Traveling with a friend
As opposed to my ideal trips, which involve

me, my backpack, my AirPods and a book, this
time I ended up travelling with a dear friend,
Vineet. Of course, when you choose to do this,
trips usually tend to become less lonely and the
fact that you can share the wonders you are wit-
nessing, with someone close, helps you enjoy the
overall experience. There are times when you will
have differences over food, places to visit and
things to do but finding a balance and doing
things shared and solo while traveling with some-
one is the sweet balance that we achieved and
felt proud of accomplishing. What's also useful
is that you can divide tasks. For some places, my

friend would make the itinerary and, in other
places, I would run the day's agenda. This gives
you space to check out from daily logistics and
sit back to soak the place in. For someone like
me, it is crucial to have downtime — a breath-
ing space where I do not want to interact — and
when that sort of understanding is developed
between two friends to give each other the room
when they need it, travel/life becomes effortless.
Also, I feel a long(ish) trip together is the per-
fect test of friendship. You see parts of the other
person that you would not see otherwise by
virtue of being together 24x7. All that helps in
strengthening the bond further.

On a lighter note, having a friend around
makes it very easy for you to get pretty pictures
of yourself. Far beyond vanity, it is an exercise
that helps you get to know each other better (for
example, how a bad photo can ruin your mood
for hours, just kidding). Hey, at least you no
longer have to stand there contemplating and
choosing the right person who you would shyly
request to take a photo of you. Right? 

Comfort in solitude
Nothingness is astonishing, but it can be pro-

foundly petrifying at the same time. The bare-
ness of the landscape gets to you. Both in a good
and not so pleasant way. No people, no network,
no trees, no animals. It is like being in a no man's
land. It brings a detachment from the outside
world. Every time you climb up to a pass, you
feel like you are levitating/floating in the air as
if you have traveled to a different dimension —
the atmosphere and scenery add up to create this
alternate reality. I guess it is important to not fight
that sinking feeling of emptiness. It is also a
reminder that no matter how far you may trav-
el, you cannot run away from issues that you
struggle with daily. For me, Ladakh just invoked
all that and, at times, it became overwhelming
to see myself so clearly stripped away from all
the filters and excuses that take over so quick-
ly otherwise. 

I would like to conclude by saying that we
all want to simply venture out and be on that trip
we have been meaning to take, with the vaccine
passport and the revenge travel season. But while
you do that, please keep your conscience clear,
know that you have to be extra careful when you
hit the road and, for the love of whoever you may
believe in, do not litter and pollute a place you
are visiting. Go explore Ladakh. I promise you
will come back filled with gratitude, love, and
niceness that would take a while to shake off. 
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Rohan Jaitley defeated senior
advocate Vikas Singh by a

massive margin to be re-elect-
ed as president of the Delhi and
Districts Cricket Association
(DDCA) while former state 

Chief Minister late Sahib
Singh Verma’s youngest son
and first-class player Siddharth
Verma claimed the secretary’s
post.

Siddharth defeated the cor-
ruption-tainted Vinod Tihara
for the position. The counting
concluded well after Thursday
midnight.

Gautam Gambhir’s mater-
nal uncle Pawan Ghulati will be
the new treasurer of DDCA.

Former BCCI acting pres-
ident CK Khanna’s wife Shashi
Khanna retained her vice-pres-
ident’s post.

For the president’s post,

Jaitley got 1658 votes while
Singh could only get 662.

It was the second time that
Singh encountered a humiliat-
ing defeat for the president’s
post. Last time, Singh had lost
to senior journalist Rajat
Sharma. 

However, the biggest upset
was Verma, who fought as an
independent candidate and
upstaged the notorious Tihara
by 618 votes.
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Australia opener David
Warner has highlighted

the importance of having a
“stable base” while batting on
the slow wickets of the UAE
after roaring back to form with
a belligerent half-century.  

The 35-year-old was back
to his explosive best with a siz-
zling 42-ball 65 in the seven-
wicket win against Sri Lanka in
the T20 World Cup on
Thursday. 

Warner had dismissed the
talk over his form as “quite
funny” as he felt he had not
played enough cricket after
being sidelined by Sunrisers
Hyderabad in the IPL. 

He reiterated the same on

Thursday and revealed what
worked for him and Aaron
Finch against Sri Lanka.

“I think people who criti-
cize me know exactly what I’m
about. For us it was really
important to have a nice stable
base, and seeing Finchy play
s t r a i g h t
down the
ground and
that nice
back cut,
that’s nice and
still. It means
you’re watching the
ball. It means your
weight is going
through the ball. 

“It’s the same
process with
myself. You’ve got

to have a nice stable base on
these wickets. When people
take pace off the ball, you’ve got
to wait for the ball. When
there’s pace on it, then you can
sit on it,” said the southpaw.

Warner had also practised
on synthetic wickets going into
the game.

“The curators have
done an unbeliev-
able job to have
them up for 12
weeks now, but you
need to sometimes

go back to a little bit
of basics and getting
bat on ball and just

doing your normal
drills and get

your feet
dancing.
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India’s double Olympic
medallist P V Sindhu cruised

into the quarterfinals of the
French Open badminton tour-
nament with a straight-game
win over Line Christophersen
of Denmark in the women’s
singles second round here.

Sindhu, seeded third, pre-
vailed 21-19 21-9 over
Christophersen, ranked 24th in
the world, in 37 minutes late
Thursday night.

The reigning world cham-
pion will face eighth seed
Busanan Ongbamrungphan of
Thailand in the quarterfinals
on Friday. 

Sindhu had beaten
Busanan at Denmark Open
last week.

Men’s doubles pair of
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and
Chirag Shetty, seeded fifth,
also beat MR Arjun and Dhruv
Kapila 15-21 21-10 21-19 in an
all-Indian clash to reach the
quarterfinals.

The duo will meet fourth
seeded Malaysian pair of Aaron
Chia and Soh Wooi Yik next.

Men’s singles player
Sourabh Verma, however,
bowed out of the competition
after losing 12-21 9-21 to
Japan’s Kenta Nishimoto in the
second round.

On Thursday, young
Lakshya Sen had sailed into
third round of the Super 750
event with a comfortable win
over Singapore’s Loh Kean Yew.
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New Zealand pacer Adam
Milne, who was drafted

into the squad in place of injured
Lockie Ferguson, is eager to
make the most of his rich vein
of form in the ongoing T20
World Cup, including in the
Super 12 match against India
here on Sunday.

Initially named as a travel-
ling reserve, Milne was drafted
into the squad after Ferguson
was ruled out of the showpiece
owing to a calf tear and was
expected to play in the team’s
tournament opener against
Pakistan on Tuesday.

However, on reaching the
ground, he was told to sit out
because the team was still wait-
ing for the ICC to approve him
as an injury replacement.

“Yeah, I definitely feel like
this has been the best period of
consistent cricket I’ve had in a
long, long time,” Milne, who has
been in splendid form playing in
the Big Bash League, Vitality
Blast and the Hundred, told
reporters. “I’d love to make the

most of it and continue to use
this period to develop and per-
form really well at a high level.
I’m excited to hopefully make a
difference with the ball in these
games here and really prove this
period has been influential for
me,” he added.

The 29-year-old, who
played for Mumbai Indians in
the recently concluded IPL, feels
he could have added to New
Zealand’s performance in the
five-wicket loss against Pakistan. 

“I think if you’d looked at the
way the pitch played throughout
the course of the IPL, the faster
guys that had been able to hit the
wicket hard and create some
uneven bounce had caused
some problems for the batters,”
he said. 
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Asian champion Sanjeet
(92kg) defeated  Russia’s

Andrei Stotskii in a thorough-
ly entertaining contest to  enter
the pre-quarterfinals, 
while Akash Kumar (54kg) got
a walkover into that stage on a
good day for Indians at the
AIBA Men’s World Boxing
Championships here on Friday.

Akash advanced after his
German opponent Omar Salah
Ibrahim fell  ill and gave him
a walkover here on Friday. He
will face Puerto Rico’s  Pagan
Caleb Tirado in the last-16
stage. 

“His opponent did not
show up for the weigh-in this
morning as he was sick.
Something like what happened
to us in Varinder Singh’s case. In
that case, we suffered, today we
gained,” India High
Performance Director Santiago
Nieva told PTI.

Varinder had to pull out of
his 60kg category bout due to
high fever but he tested negative
for COVID-19.

Sanjeet put up quite a show
in the 4-1 win over Stotskii, who
was not a pushover by any
measure. 

The Indian, however, was
the more attacking of the two,
at least in the first two rounds.

Sanjeet displayed some
flamboyance to go with his
skills, dropping his guard com-

pletely to taunt Stotskii on more
than one occasion.

The two exchanged blows
but also smiled frequently at
each other, fighting at  a languid
but engaging pace. 

Late last night, Akash
Sangwan (67kg) recorded a
confident 4-1 victory against
German pugilist Daniel Krotter
to also enter the pre-quarterfi-
nals. The 21-year-old will square
off against Cuban boxer Kevin
Brown.

In a late night bout, Nishant
Dev (71kg) will square off
against Mauritian Merven Clair,
also looking to secure a pre-
quarterfinal berth.

On Saturday, five-time
Asian medallist Shiva Thapa
(63.5kg) will be in action along-
side three other Indians. Thapa
will fight Sierra Leone’s John
Brown in the round of 32.

Sumit (75kg) will take on
Tajikistan’s Abdumalik Boltaev,
while Sachin (80kg) will open
against American Robby
Gonzales. Both these bouts are
also round of 32 contests. 

Govind Sahani (48kg) will
compete in the pre-quarterfinals
against Georgia’s Sakhil
Alakhverdovi. 

The gold winners at the
showpiece will walk away with
a prize money of USD 100,000.

The silver medallists are to
be given USD 50,000, and both
bronze-medallists will be award-
ed USD 25,000 each. 
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Defending champions
West Indies kept alive
their slender hopes of

making the semifinals while
virtually knocking Bangladesh
out of the T20 World Cup
with a narrow three-run win
here on Friday.

Asked to set a target for
the third consecutive time in
the tournament, West Indies
posted 142 for seven with

Nicholas Pooran’s 40 off 22
balls being the highlight of
their innings. 

The wicketkeeper batter
hit four sixes and one four.

Roston Chase (39), mak-
ing his T20 international
debut, was the other chief con-
tributor with the bat.

In reply, Bangladesh could
manage 139 for five in 20
overs as all West indies
bowlers picked one wicket
each.

With no points from three
matches, Bangladesh are out
of the tournament, while West
Indies can still sneak into the
semifinals, provided they win
their remaining matches and
other results go in their favour.

Bangladesh began the
chase on a poor note, losing
openers Mohammad Naim
(17) and Shakib Al Hasan
(9), who was limping, in the
first six overs. But gradually
picked up the momentum

with wicketkeeper batter Liton
Das (44 off 43) taking the ini-
tiative. 

West Indies,  l ike
Bangladesh, were sloppy in
the field and the two-time
champions were also guilty of
missing as many as three run
out opportunities.

With 50 need off the last
six overs with six wickets in
hand, skipper Mahmudullah
(31 not out) and Das looked
to be in control, converting

ones into twos while also hit-
ting boundaries regularly. 

Dwayne Bravo (1/36) pro-
duced a conducive 17th over,
giving away just three runs. In
the first ball of the penultimate
over, he was hit for a six by
Mahmudullah but the veteran
all-rounder proved his mettle
by getting rid of danger-man
Das in his final ball.

Needing 13 of the last
over, Mahmudullah failed to
clear the boundary even once
despite being dropped by sub-
stitute Andre Fletcher in the
fourth ball to bring down the
equation to four off the last
ball.

But Andre Russell (1/29)
bowled a gem of a final deliv-
ery full outside the off stump,
denying Mahmudullah any
chance to free his arms to seal
a close win for West Indies. 

Earlier, Pooran hit four
sixes and one four while Chase
(39) was the other chief con-
tributor with the bat.

Aware of West Indies
struggle against spin,
Bangladesh skipper
Mahmudullah handed the ball
to off-spinner Mahedi Hasan
(2/27) to open the innings,
putting pressure on the
Caribbean team. 

After a few overs of pace,
bringing back spin in the fifth
over paid immediate divi-
dends with Hasan getting the
big wicket of Chris 

Gayle (4) as Bangladesh
gave away just 29 runs while
picking two wickets in the
Powerplay.

In his next over, right after
he put down Chase of his
bowling, Hasan snared
Shimron Hetmyer’s (9) wick-
et.

Kieron Pollard (14 not
out) and Chase tried to repair
the innings before the skipper
retired ill in the 13th over.

The reasons for his walk-
ing out at that stage were not
clear but he came back in the
final over to hit a last ball six
after seven batter of his side
were packed off.

In the very next ball,
Andre Russell (0) was run out
without facing a ball as things
went from bad to worse for the
West Indies.

Then on West Indies got
some rub of the green when
Chase was dropped once again
by Hasan at deep mid-wicket
before Bangladesh missed a
stumping opportunity against
Pooran.

The momentum slightly
changed in the West Indies
favour as Chase and  Pooran
plundered 14 runs off the
15th over.

Pooran continued the
assault as he hammered Shakib
Al Hasan for back-to-back
sixes. 2Jason Holder too
pitched in with an unbeaten
five-ball 15.
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Star Australian opener David
Warner did a Cristiano

Ronaldo during the ongoing
T20 World Cup here as he
removed Coca Cola bottles
placed in front of him during
a press conference for a brief
while.

Just before the start of the
press conference after he guid-
ed Australia to a seven-wick-
et win over Sri Lanka here on

Thursday, Warner grabbed the
two soft drink bottles lying in
front of him and said with a
smile, “Can I remove these?
Though I have to put it there.”

“If it’s good enough for
Cristiano, it’s good enough
for me. That’s right,” he added
while putting the two bottles
back.

Ronaldo’s act of removing
the soft drink during a
European Championships
press conference reportedly

cost the global beverage giant
a whopping USD 4 billion.

The footage of Warner
removing the bottles attracted
considerable social media
attention but any financial
fallout is not known yet.

A well-known fitness
enthusiast, Ronaldo set aside
two Coca-Cola glass bottles
which lay in front of him dur-
ing a press conference ahead of
Portugal’’s opening Euro match
against Hungary.
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WEST INDIES VIRTUALLY KNOCK OUT B’DESH BY 3 RUNS
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Skipper Babar Azam hit a
composed 51 while Asif Ali

hit four sixes in the penultimate
over as Pakistan completed a
hat-trick of victories in the T20
World Cup with a five-wicket
win over Afghanistan in a
Super 12 Group 2 match, here
on Friday.   

Skipper Mohammad Nabi
and Gulbadin Naib’s unbeaten
knocks in a splendid rearguard
action had steered Afghanistan
to a competitive 147 for six
after they were gasping at 76 for
six.

Pakistan overhauled the
target in 19 overs, a victory
which consolidated their top
spot in the points table and
enhanced their semifinal

chances with minnows
Scotland and Namibia up next
for them.

His side needing 24 runs
from the last two overs, Asif Ali
(25 off 7 balls) finished the job
in 19th over, hitting four sixes
off Karim Jannat.   

Pakistan lost Mohammad
Rizwan (8) to Mujeeb Ur
Rahman early in their chase but
Azam and Fakhar Zaman (30)
kept the innings under control
with their 63-run stand.

Mujeeb was exceptional
upfront for Afghanistan as he
conceded only 14 runs in his
four-over spell but Pakistan
batters scored runs off other
bowlers.

World’s top leg-spinner
Rashid Khan carried
Afghanistan’s hopes but by the

time he came to bowl Pakistan
had put 72 runs on board in 10
overs. 

His magic was on work
though as he got rid of
Mohammad Hafeez (10) to
complete a century of wickets
in T20 Internationals. 

He gave away only 26 runs
in his four overs with most of
the Pakistan batters playing
him with caution. 

Shoaib Malik (19) though
launched Rashid for a massive
six in his last over in which
Azam was dropped by Naveen
ul haq. However, the Pakistan
skipper was bowled off a goo-
gly in the last ball.

Azam’s 47-ball knock had
only four shots to the fence as
he mostly moved the ball
around.
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