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The extension of the Border
Security Force’s (BSF) juris-

diction in States sharing the
International Borders (IB) has
resulted in turning the intense
infighting within the Punjab
Congress, uglier. So much so
that, on Thursday, one of the
State Cabinet Ministers direct-
ly accused party stalwart and
former Chief Minister
Amarinder Singh of being
behind the BJP-led Centre’s
latest move.

“Earlier, when he went to
Delhi and met Union Home
Minister Amit Shah, paddy
procurement was delayed by 10
days and now when he has
gone to Delhi again, the BSF’s
jurisdiction has been increased.
What is Captain sahib trying to
prove? I always said he is with
the BJP,” former Olympian and
Cabinet Minister in the
Charanjit Singh Channi dis-
pensation, Pargat Singh, a
known Navjot Singh Sidhu
loyalist, told media persons.

Pargat said the development
reeks of a design to implement
Governor’s Rule in Punjab by
branding it as a disturbed State.

Continued on Page 11
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Some Hindu temples in
Bangladesh were vandalised

by unidentified people during
Durga Puja celebrations,
prompting the Government to
deploy paramilitary forces in 22
districts after four people were
killed and many others injured
in riots, media reports said on
Thursday. A Home Ministry
spokesperson said that the
Border Guards Bangladesh
(BGB) troops have been
deployed in 22 districts across
the country to stop the spread
of violence.

The Rapid Action Battalion
(RAB) and the armed police
were also ordered to be on
guard with the BGB in 22 of the
64 administrative districts and
elsewhere to contain any vio-
lence, he said.

Three people were killed
during clashes between a mob
and the police at Hajiganj sub-
district in Chandpur, bordering
Cumilla while the fourth suc-
cumbed to his wounds later.
Authorities enforced a ban on
rallies in Haziganj where offi-

cials confirmed the deaths of
four people by gunshots, adding
that two others were critically
injured in the clashes. The
police said that a couple of their

officials were injured as the
mob attacked them and van-
dalised their and local admin-
istrators’ cars.

Continued on Page 11
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As India inches closer to the
ambitious 100-crore

Covid-19 vaccination mark,
the Government has lined up
a series of events, including
announcements from ports,
railway stations, bus stations,
metro stations and airports to
mark the massive success of the
nationwide inoculation drive
that was initiated on 
January 16. 

In the meantime, after a
pause of almost six months,
India-made coronavirus vac-
cines have been sent to Nepal,
Bangladesh, Myanmar and Iran
according to the Government’s
decision to resume their 
supplies, the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) said 
on Thursday.

MEA spokesperson

Arindam Bagchi said the
Government has decided to
send the supplies to countries
in the neighbourhood initially.

Confident that there is
enough stock of vaccines for
domestic purposes, the Union
Health Ministry expects India
to reach the 100-crore mile-
stone by October 19 or 20.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
may also address the nation to
thank healthcare workers for
their immense contribution to
India’s vaccine drive.

To celebrate the milestone,

the BJP has asked its Ministers,
MPs, MLAs, and party func-
tionaries to attend events across
the country.

The focus of the mega out-
reach plan would be States
that will go to polls next year,
including Uttar Pradesh,
Gujarat and Punjab. The mega
celebration will involve front-
line workers, healthcare staff
and Covid warriors, who died
of the infection while playing
a pivotal role in achieving the
target of 100 crore doses. 

Continued on Page 11
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Continuing with his open
defiance of the BJP’s official

line on the farmers’ protest, the
party’s Member of Parliament
in the Lok Sabha Varun Gandhi
on Thursday sought to send
out a “message” to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi by
posting on social media a 41-
year-old speech of the late
party patriarch Atal Bihari
Vajpayee staunchly backing
the farmers’ demands and say-
ing “oppression of farmers will
not be tolerated”.

Varun tweeted a video of
the speech of Vajpayee with an
accompanying text “wise words
from a big-hearted leader”.

In an apparent message to
the top BJP leadership, the
BJP MP posted the short and
sharp clip of former Prime

Minister who seeks to warn the
Government against intimi-
dating and repressing farmers.

“Daman ke tarike chod
dijiye, darane ki koshish mat
kijiye...kisan darne wala nahi..”,
Vajpayee is heard saying in his
speech in Hindi as an
Opposition leader in 1980.

“I want to warn the
Government against intimi-
dating these farmers. Don’t try
to scare us. These farmers are
not going to be scared. We don’t
want to use the farmers’ move-
ments for politics, we support
their genuine demands and if
the Government will try to
scare us, or misuse the laws, or
disregard the peaceful move-
ment of farmers, then we will
also become a part of this 

Continued on Page 11
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The Special Investigation
Team (SIT) probing the

Lakhimpur Kheri violence in
which nine people, including
four farmers, were killed on
October 3, recreated the
sequence of events on
Thursday with the help of four
people arrested in the case,
including the Union Minister
of State for Home Ajay Mishra’s
son Ashish Mishra, and his
friend Ankit Das.

The investigators took
Ashish, his friend Das, body-
guard Latif and driver Shekhar
Bharti to the site of the incident
on the Tikonia-Banbirpur road

under tight security and the
entire area was cordoned off.
During the exercise, a team of
the Forensic Science
Laboratory, Lucknow, was also

present along with the SIT.
Personnel of the Rapid Action
Force (RAF) were also
deployed along with the
Provincial Armed
Constabulary (PAC) jawans.

The accused were ques-
tioned about their presence
on the spot even though they
knew that the farmers were
protesting there. The SIT
arranged for three SUVs and
also mannequins to recreate
how the speeding vehicles
mowed down farmers on that
fateful day.

Ashish alias ‘Monu’ was
arrested in the case on October
9 after 12 hours of questioning,
and a court accepted his police
custody from October 12 to 15.
Bharti was arrested on October
12, while Das and Latif alias Kale
were arrested on October 13.

Continued on Page 11
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ASpecial Court under the
Narcotic Drugs and

Psychotropic Substances Act
(NDPS Act) on Thursday
reserved its order on a bail
application filed by Bollywood
superstar Shah Rukh Khan’s
eldest son Aryan Khan in the
mid-sea drug bust case for
October 20, after the prosecu-
tion opposed the plea alleging
that the prime accused was a
regular consumer of drugs for
the past few years and that he
was part of the conspiracy.

Opposing Aryan’s bail
application, Additional

Solicitor General (ASG) Anil
Singh told the special court that
the prime accused had admit-
ted that the seized drug was
meant for his and friend’s con-
sumption and that the latter
could not escape liability on the
ground that no recovery was
made from him.

Continued on Page 11
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Pakistan’s national flag carrier
on Thursday suspended flight

operations to Afghanistan due to
what it termed “security con-
cerns”, hours after the Taliban
Government threatened to ban
the airline unless it reduced the
fare on the Kabul-Islamabad
route to previous levels.

A spokesperson for the
Pakistan International Airlines
(PIA) confirmed the develop-
ment, saying Kabul operations
of the airline will remain sus-
pended until further notice.

There are currently two air-
line carriers — PIA and
Afghanistan’s Kam Air — which
operate chartered flights to
Kabul with high fares.

Continued on Page 11
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The Centre’s decision to
expand the operational

jurisdiction of the Border
Security Force (BSF) from 15
km to 50 km in Assam, Punjab
and West Bengal, and reduce it
from 80 km to 50 km in Gujarat
is aimed at standardising the
Central paramilitary’s role in
the States with International
Borders (IB) as also to break the

nexus of the local police with
the smuggling syndicates patro-
nised by the local politicians.

Officials said the move is
also expected to lead to fair
investigation in smuggling
cases, including through drones
which have been reported to be
dropping arms and narcotics
30-35 km inside the areas from
the international boundary. In
addition to these, illegal immi-
gration from the bordering

countries and their nexus with
the terror groups is also a
major concern for the Centre.

With the latest decision, a
BSF officer of the rank corre-
sponding to that of the lowest
rank is now empowered under
the Criminal Procedure Code
(CrPC), to exercise and dis-
charge powers and duties with-
out an order from a Magistrate
and without a warrant.

Continued on Page 11
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The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) noted on

Thursday that the Indian
Mission is in close contact
with the Bangladeshi authori-
ties over the reported attacks on
Durga Puja pandals and tem-
ples. MEA spokesperson
Arindam Bagchi told the
media, “We note that the

Government of Bangladesh
has reacted promptly to ensure
control of the situation, 
including the deployment of
law enforcement machinery.
We also understand that the
celebrations of Durga Puja
continue with the support of
Bangladesh Government 
agencies and majority of 
the public.”

Continued on Page 11
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Atruce seems to have been
struck as a sulking Punjab

Congress president Navjot
Sidhu on Thursday met the
party central leadership and
emerged to say that he had
expressed his “concerns regard-
ing Punjab and Punjab
Congress to the party high-
command. I have full faith in
Congress president, Priyanka

and Rahul. Whatever decision
they’ll take, it’ll be for the bet-
terment of Congress and
Punjab,” he said. Sidhu had ten-
dered his resignation over dif-
ferences over some inductions
in the Channi Cabinet. “Sidhu
will work as Punjab Congress
president and set up an organ-
isational structure. An
announcement will be made on
Friday,” Congress’ Punjab in-
charge Harish Rawat said.

����� ��� ��
�� ����

India was re-elected to the
UN Human Rights Council

for the 2022-24 term on
Thursday and vowed to con-
tinue to work for the promo-
tion and protection of Human
Rights through “Samman,
Samvad and Sahyog.”

“India gets re-elected to the
@UN_HRC (2022-24) for a 6th
term with overwhelming
majority. Heartfelt gratitude
to the @UN membership for
reposing its faith in India.

“We will continue to work
for promotion and protection
of Human Rights through
#Samman #Samvad #Sahyog
#Samman #Samvad #Sahyog,”
India’s Permanent Mission to
the UN tweeted.

Continued on Page 11
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NOTICE

I Mohd Arham Kaleem S/o
Mr. Kaleem Ahmad R/o M8/25
KDA Colony, Kanpur. Want to
specify that my name was
wrongly entered in legal doc-
uments as Mohammad Arhum
Kaleem but my correct name
is Mohd Arham Kaleem. I shall
be known by this name for all
future purposes.

NOTICE

I have changed my name
from Toor Mohammad to Nur
Mohammad for future pur-
pose, R/o Add-Village Kokhraj
Kaushambi.

NOTICE

I have changed my name
from Mohisbul Hasan to
Mohibbul Hasan for future pur-
pose, R/o Add-Purani Bazar
Bharwari Kaushambi.
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Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
said that the Central and state

governments were committed to
women empowerment and the Beti
Bachao Beti Padhao campaign was
being run across the country and it
had brought about a positive change
in the thinking of society towards
daughters.

“Every section of the society is
making its daughters strong and
capable. Now every daughter will sur-
vive and all the daughters will study,
so that she will be seen herself mon-
itoring the path of respect and self-
reliance in the society. The con-
sciousness of society will help them in
taking forward the daughters. Many
programmes being run for the safety
of daughters, including Mother
Vandana, are giving us a new direc-
tion. The Mission Shakti programme
run by the state government is a cam-
paign related to protection, respect
and self-reliance of mother power,” the
chief minister said while addressing
media representatives in Gorakhpur
soon after performing `Kanya Pujan’
on Thursday.

Yogi said that the festival of
Navratri was the most powerful means
of showing respect for `Maa' (moth-
er) in the Sanatan tradition of India
and this holy feeling should come
within every person. “We have to add
this tradition in our sanskars. If we
take the form of the Goddess, whom
we worship in general, in a practical

way, then along with mother power,
there will be an increase in security,
respect and self-reliance of sisters,
daughters. Every citizen has to change
his attitude towards the girl child and
women as she is strong and can lead

in every field and can also properly
guide the society. Along with safety of
the girl child, the campaign will have
to be carried forward for education,
health and their self-reliance and
respect,” he said.

“The importance of worshiping
Goddess, the presiding deity of Shakti,
shows that Adi Shakti is the basis of
the power of this world. Since time
immemorial, the Sanatan tradition of
India has been organising Basantik

Navratri and Shardiya Navratri two
times in a year as a form of worship
and rituals for the Goddess of power.
Every Indian feels proud of the lega-
cy of thousands of years. Mother
power has an invaluable contribution
in the upgradation of our civilization,
culture and rites. It is the good fortune
of all of us that in the Mahanavami of
Shardiya Navratri, we get a holy
opportunity to worship Goddess
Swaroopa Kumari girls,” he explained.

The chief minister further said,
“The state government has initiated
many steps for empowering women.
Education of girls up to graduation has
been made free in the state. Through
Mukhyamantri Kanya Sumangala
Yojana, the government is providing
financial assistance of Rs 15,000 in six
installments from the girl’s birth to her
graduation. So far 10 lakh girls have
benefited from this scheme. Similarly,
the state government has successful-
ly organised marriages of more than
1.75 lakh poor girls through the
Mukhyamantri Samaj Vivah Yojana.”

Extending his warm greetings
and best wishes to the people of the
state, the chief minister said that
Navratri was a symbol of victory of
religion and truth over unrighteous-
ness. “This festival gives inspiration to
all of us to move forward on the path
of truth and religion. The path of
dharma inspires and encourages us to
move forward towards our duties,” he
said and added that where there was
truth and justice, there would definite-
ly be victory.
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Eastern districts of Uttar Pradesh, known
as Purvanchal, are fast emerging as an

export hub for green vegetables, thereby
enhancing farmers’ income on one hand and
doing justice to the fertile Gangetic land on
the other. An official communiqué released
on Thursday said that huge consignments
of fresh green vegetables were flown to Gulf
countries for the second time recently in less
than two years from the region despite the
crisis unleashed by the novel coronavirus,
benefitting farmers substantially in terms of
income. The increased frequency of exports
of green vegetables and mangoes to the
United Kingdom and the Gulf nations from
Purvanchal has also enabled not only the
large Indian expatriate population, but
other foreign residents to get a taste of their
choicest vegetables and fruits more often.

“Recently, an Air India Express’ aircraft
carrying two metric tons of green vegeta-
bles originating from Prayagraj, Bhadohi and
Varanasi, the PM’s parliamentary con-
stituency, took off from Lal Bahadur Shastri
International airport in Babatpur to reach
Dubai and Sharjah of the United Arab
Emirates (UAE).

The vegetables being exported include

okra (lady’s finger), sweet gourd (torai),
pointed gourd (parwal), ivy gourd (kundru)
and elephant foot yam (jimikand). Earlier
in 2020, langda mangoes, green chilies and
kala namak rice had been exported to the
UK, Qatar and the UAE,” said regional in-
charge of Agricultural and Processed Food
Products Export Development Authority
(APEDA), Dr CB Singh. Another significant
development is that farmers are exporting
food items directly, sans involvement of mid-
dlemen, thereby bringing in more financial
benefits while ensuring transparency in the
system. The farmers are exporting their pro-
duce through Farmer Producer
Organisations (FPOs) which also facilitate
training of farmers and ensures availabili-
ty of good seeds and fertilisers to them. In
times of calamity and natural disasters, the
farmers get adequate compensation also.
These FPOs have enhanced the income of
around 40,000 farmers of Purvanchal. It is
worth mentioning here that there are
around 15-20 farmers associated with one
FPO whereas about 35 to 40 FPOs are active
in Purvanchal.

Dr Singh further said, “While the gov-
ernment has been working towards devel-
oping Varanasi as an agr-export centre since
long, it finally came into being following a

buyer and seller meet held in the city in
which 20 exporters, 25 FPOs and farmers
associated with 120 FPOs took part on
November 1, 2019. Three metric tons of
fresh green chilies were flown to London
from Varanasi via Delhi until April 23, 2020
which was followed by export of three met-
ric tons of fresh langda mangoes to Dubai
in May, 2020, and 1.2 MT of mangoes to
London, a new market for Purvanchal man-
goes, in June, 2020.”

“Besides, exporters purchased 80 met-
ric tons of kala namak rice from farmers of
Chandauli district, popularly known as the
‘rice bowl’ of UP, in June, 2020. Around Rs
68 lakh raised from the export of rice was
directly transferred to the bank accounts of
152 farmers. Besides, 532 metric tons of
regional rice, including 12 metric tons of the
famous kala namak rice of Chandauli, was
exported to Qatar in December. Oman's
Global Logistics Group also visited Varanasi
in order to boost exports. In order to bring
more economic benefits to farmers, export
licences are being given to more and more
FPOs from July, 2020 which has played a
vital role in increasing farmers’ income,” said
the regional in-charge of Agricultural and
Processed Food Products Export
Development Authority (APEDA).
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Lucknow (PNS): Uttar
Pradesh Finance Minister
Suresh Kumar Khanna
announced Rs 50 lakh as finan-
cial assistance and a govern-
ment job for a family member
of Indian Army Sepoy Saraj
Singh, who was martyred dur-
ing a gunfight in Jammu and
Kashmir on Monday.

One Junior Commissioned
Officer (JCO) and four jawans
of the Indian Army lost their
lives during the counter-terror
operation at Poonch.

The last rites of Singh were
performed at his native village
in Shahjahanpur on Thursday.
A native of Banda in Uttar
Pradesh, Singh is survived by
two brothers, his wife and his
mother and was among three
brothers. “We have provided Rs
50 lakh as financial assistance
to the family. A road will be
named after him and a govern-
ment job will be given to a fam-
ily member," Khanna
announced on Thursday.
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Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav reiterated

his claim that his party could
win 400 seats in the 2022 Uttar
Pradesh assembly elections and
said that the SP's aim was to
dislodge the ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party government in
the state.

“Deep sense of frustration
and disappointment against
the BJP government prevails
among all sections of society
and it seems that people of
Uttar Pradesh can make our
party win 400 seats in the
upcoming 2022 polls. Our
party's aim is to dislodge the
BJP government," Yadav said
on his way to Lucknow after the

first phase of his Yatra in
Kanpur and Hamirpur.

Attacking Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath, the SP chief
said, "Fake Baba will be
removed soon."

Akhilesh sharpened the
attack against BJP-led govern-
ment, alleging it had cheated
the public. 

"The BJP workers crushed
and killed the farmers with
their vehicles. This govern-
ment is anti-farmer, manure-
stealer, and is behind the rise of
prices of pesticides. Under this
government, inflation has sky-
rocketed, unemployment has
peaked, corruption has
increased, crime has increased,
law and order has collapsed," he
alleged and slammed the Yogi

government after UP Law
Minister Brajesh Pathak paid a
visit to families of deceased BJP
workers in Lakhimpur vio-
lence but skipped meeting the
kin of the four deceased farm-
ers.

“The BJP Union minister
and his son are accused in the
Lakhimpur incident, then how
can you expect that they will
visit the families of the
deceased farmers? The BJP
has mowed down farmers and
are preparing to trample down
the laws, how can you expect
sympathy for farmers from
them? The BJP had promised
farmers to double their income
but instead the inflation has
doubled. The BJP government
in the state has been continu-

ously promoting ‘thoko neeti’,
due to which there is an
increase in criminal activities in
the state and many innocent
people are losing their lives,”
the SP chief charged.

On the question of the
scheduled inauguration of
Kushinagar international air-
port by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Akhilesh
Yadav said, “I have come to

know that this airport is also
one of the projects of the
Samajwadi Party government.
This is a new kind of tradition
which is being practiced by the
BJP where they inaugurate
projects of the previous regimes
and also re-inaugurate already
inaugurated projects. The peo-
ple of Uttar Pradesh have made
up their mind to remove the
BJP from power this time.”

On the issue of  last-minute
alliance with the Congress, the
SP chief said: “The prior expe-
rience of Samajwadi Party forg-
ing alliance with big parties and
all those parties with whom the
party had forged alliance in the
past, has not been very pleas-
ant. Samajwadi Party is trying
to bring regional and small
political outfits together for the
2022 UP polls.”

����� �������

Samajwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav invited the

ire of the Bharatiya Janata
Party on Thursday over his
tweet wishing people on the
occasion of Ram Navami on a
day the nation celebrated
Maha Navami.

The BJP described
Akhilesh Yadav as “naya naya
Hindu”.

In the tweet, Yadav
extended his greetings to peo-
ple on Ram Navami, which
falls in the moth of Chaitra or
March-April. .

Prominent among those
who were quick to respond
was Amit Malviya of the BJP,
who pointed out that Ram
Navami was celebrated in the
month of Chaitra in the Hindu
calendar, which falls in March-
April, and during this period,
people celebrate Maha
Navami, which was a day of

worshipping Goddess Durga.
"This is what happens

when those who open fire on
kar sevaks put up the drama of
being Hindus with elections
approaching," he said in a
tweet in Hindi.

The official twitter handle
of the Uttar Pradesh BJP post-
ed two pictures side by side -
- one of Akhilesh Yadav and
another of chief minister Yogi
Adityanath performing  kanya
pujan  and said “the difference
is clear – naya naya Hindu
(new Hindu) and sanatani
Hindu.”

"Akhileshji, who does not
know the difference between
Ram Navami and Maha
Navami, talks about Ram and
Parashuram. Do not fool the
people (mat pehnayo topi) it
looks better on you," the tweet
said.

The SP workers often wear
red caps. The SP had
announced that a 108-foot-tall

statue of Lord Parashuram
will be installed in Lucknow.

The BJP has claimed that
the SP president has with-
drawn his tweet and his twit-
ter handle now conveys his
wishes to people on Maha
Navami. The BJP leaders also
retweeted a similar tweet by
senior Congress leader Anand
Sharma, who wished people
on Ram Navami.
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Atotal of 109 Durga Puja
Samitis will be carrying out

the visarjan of Goddess Durga
idols on Friday at six ghats
which have been created at
Jhulelal Park, Kudia Ghat and
the Laxman Mela Grounds.

Giving this information,
Durga Puja Visarjan Samiti
president Rupesh Mondal said
that since the past one year
with the immersions taking
place in the specially prepared
ponds filled with Gomti river
water, the river Gomti was not
facing the threat of pollution at
all. He said that four ghats had
been constructed at the Jhulelal
Park and one each at Laxman
Mela Grounds and the Kudia
Ghat. “Out of the four ghats
which we have got construct-
ed at the Jhulelal Park, one is
bigger than the others and will
be used for the visarjan of the
bigger idols of Goddess Durga
while the other three will be
used for the immersion of the
smaller idols of Devi Jagrans
and Jagratas. There is in addi-
tion one pond in which the
entire puja samagri will be
immersed,” he said.

Mondal said that once the
idols were immersed in the
pond then it took a minimum
of three hours for the clay to
separate from the wooden
framework on which they were
made. “We take out the wood-
en framework and we put it in
the puja kund where it disin-
tegrates later,” he said.

He said that for the visar-
jan of smaller idols of Jagratas
and kalash they had made
arrangements in smaller ghats
so that the bigger ghats could
remain relatively free.

Mondal said that during
the visarjan, he remained in
touch with the Durga Puja
Samitis and asked them the
choice of the ghats and where
they would prefer to carry out
the visarjan.

“Similarly, in the Laxman
Mela Grounds, arrangements
have been made for both the
immersion of bigger and the
smaller statues. The samitis
select the ghats as per the con-
venience of reaching there but
most of the idols were
immersed at the Jhulelal Park
last year,” he added.

Mondal said that there
were three Durga Puja Samitis
which would immerse the idols
in their own ponds.

“These include
Ramakrishna Math samiti
which immerses its idol at its
own pond at Bakshi Ka Talab,
the Sahara Shahar samiti which
immerses the idol in a pond

they have created in their
premises and the Bengali Club
Puja Samiti which carries out
visarjan in the pond it had cre-
ated in the club premises,” he
added. He said that over 70-71
idols were expected to be
immersed in the Jhulelal Park
ponds this year.

“I have also made a request
that no melas should be organ-
ised at the visarjan venues.
There will be no vendors in
these areas just as it was last
year with only the Durga puja
samiti organisers and people
from the administration pre-
sent at these points. Not only
do vendors create crowds with
people stopping to have tea but
there could be some miscreants

who could create problems at
the time of visarjan. Besides, we
also have to see that the Covid
protocols are maintained dur-
ing the visarjan with people
coming in with the idols,
immersing them and then
returning,” he said.

Mondal  said that they
had made an inspection of the
ghats after getting the area
cleaned by the nagar nigam.

The president of the Durga
Puja Visarjan Samiti further
said that looking into the fact
that at Ganesh Mahotsav vis-
arjan this year when the sami-
tis had come in crowds and in
a festive mode, they had given
instructions to the Durga Puja
Samitis that very few people

should be come for the visar-
jan. “Last year, only five mem-
bers of each samiti came for the
visarjan which we hope will be
followed this year too because
unnecessary crowds of people
are not going to help. If mem-
bers of one samiti indulge in
shouting and singing then
those of other samitis follow
them,” he added.

He said to prevent over-
crowding at the ghats they
would instruct each samiti as to
when and where they had to
come for the visarjan of the
Durga idol. He said that the
other members of the visarjan
samiti looking after the visar-
jan were Amiya Goswami and
Deepak Bhattacharya.
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The Covid control mecha-
nism in Uttar Pradesh got

a shot in the arm with 41 dis-
tricts becoming free of the
deadly viral infection with
active and new cases coming
down to zero.

The drop in fresh and
active cases in Amroha,
Ayodhya, Budaun, Baghpat,
Ballia, Basti, Bahraich,
Bhadohi, Bijnor, Chandauli,
Chitrakoot, Deoria, Etah,
Etawah, Farrukhabad,
Fatehpur, Ghazipur, Gonda,
Hamirpur, Hapur, Hardoi,
Hathras, Jaunpur, Kanpur
Dehat, Kasganj, Kushinagar,
Lakhimpur Kheri, Lalitpur,
Mahoba, Mainpuri, Mau,
Mirzapur, Rampur, Sant Kabir
Nagar, Shamli, Shravasti,
Siddharthnagar, Sitapur,
Sonbhadra, Sultanpur and
Unnao, indicated complete
elimination of coronavirus
from over 54 per cent districts
of UP.

In what comes as another
relief, none of the 75 districts
of the state reported fresh cases
of coronavirus infection in
double digits lately. Indicating
signs that the dangerous virus
was indeed receding from the
state, as many as 67 districts
reported no COVID-19 case in
the last 24 hours.

The active Covid caseload
in the most populous state
that was at a high of 3.10 lakh
cases in April has been reduced
to 135 now, whereas states like
Kerala and Maharashtra
account for a heavy active
caseload of 97,694 and nearly
30,000, respectively.

The infection transmis-
sion level in the state has been
brought down by restricting
fresh cases below 50 for over
two consecutive months.

Out of over 1.71 lakh sam-
ples tested in the last 24 hours,
14 tested positive for coron-
avirus infection while in the
corresponding period, anoth-
er 15 COVID-19 patients
recovered from the infection,
taking the tally of recovered
patients to 16.86 lakh.

Due to proactive measures
such as the aggressive 'Trace,
Test & Treat' and prevention
through vaccination and partial
Covid curfew to eradicate the
pandemic, the positivity rate
has slumped to lower than
0.01 per cent.

Scaling up stringent testing
mechanism, the state has man-

aged to break the coronavirus
chain with effective protocols
in place, and by sticking to the
time-tested strategy of case
isolation and contact-tracing,
combined with an alert com-
munity surveillance system.

Over 17 per cent of UP’s
population eligible for Covid
vaccination has taken both
doses of the vaccine so far. The
state has administered over

11.75 crore vaccine doses to
become the top state in the
country. 

In addition, the state has
also achieved the landmark of
administering the first dose of
the Covid vaccine to over 62
per cent of eligible adult pop-
ulation. On the other hand,
Maharashtra trails with nine
crore vaccine doses delivered so
far.
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Covid vaccinations have
taken a plunge in the fes-

tive period, coming down to
three lakh per day in Uttar
Pradesh.

Giving this information, a
senior official from the Health
department said that people
were not getting themselves
vaccinated during the festive
period.Incidentally, UP has
vaccinated as high as 25-30
lakh beneficiaries in one day
and has kept similar targets for
the month of October.

Admitting that Covid vac-
cinations had taken a plunge,
a senior doctor at the KGMU
said that from 900-1,000 vac-
cinations per day the numbers
had come down to 200 vacci-
nations per day.

“There are very few peo-
ple coming for vaccination
and there could be several fac-
tors for this. This is the festive
period and people are travel-
ling or moving and they do
not want to miss any day
because of fever which often
follows vaccination. The sec-
ond reason could be that those
who wanted to be vaccinated
have been vaccinated while
those left out were not want-
ing to get vaccinated,” he said.

He said that it was unlike-
ly that the figures would
improve in the coming days.

Brand ambassador of
Covid Vaccination NHM, Dr
Surya Kant Tripathi, said that
it was true that the vaccination
pace had dipped with India
recording only 35 lakh vacci-
nations in one day on October
13, which was not expected as
it should be a minimum of 70
lakh per day.

He said that the pace of

the vaccination would pick up
pace only when the vaccina-
tions for 2-18 years group was
started.

“The targets will then shift
from adults to children
because this number is also a
very huge number with a fig-
ure touching 35 crore in the
country out of which 25 crore
have to be vaccinated for herd
immunity. Experts have been
saying that this population is
vulnerable because no one
has been vaccinated. So to vac-
cinate these 25 crore people
would require one-and-a-half
month time which will see the
vaccinations picking up again,”
he said.

He said that special drives
should be carried out for vac-
cinating those above 18 years
by reaching out to the slums
and the remote rural areas

Meanwhile, regarding the
vaccination of children below
the 18 years category, the offi-
cials said that there would be
a total of 7.5 crore population
in Uttar Pradesh which would
be vaccinated in this category
which includes one crore of 0-
2 years population.

“The guidelines of the
Central government will be
issued in this regard and no
preparations are required as
the system is already in place”
he said.

The senior official said
that there was still time for it
as the processes were on.

Meanwhile, People’s
Health Organisation presi-
dent Dr Ishwar Gilada said
that figures of vaccination
had gone down in the coun-
try with people avoiding
vaccination while fasting. He
said that the supply of vaccine
was alsolow in some of the
states.
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The stage is all set for the
festival of Dussehra, which

symbolises the victory of good
over evil, on Friday.

The Aishbagh Ramleela,
which is one of the oldest
Ramleelas, will witness the
presence of Deputy Chief
Minister Dr Dinesh Sharma as
the chief guest along with
Cabinet Minister Brajesh
Pathak.

Pandit Adityanath
Dwivedi, a member from the
samiti, said that “dharma pari-
vartan and dharma algavavad”
were the social evils which
would be burnt along with the
effigy of Ravana at the
Aishbagh Ramleela Grounds.

“The Ramleela Samiti

always chooses a theme for the
Dussehra that is normally a
burning topic. These social
evils have been selected to be
burnt with the Ravana because

this is what is happening in all
parts of the country and needs
to be stopped,” he added.

Dwivedi further said that
the Ravana effigy this year

would be only 80 feet tall
instead of 121 feet. 

“This is because we need
three months to prepare the
plywood Ravana effigy and we
were not sure whether
Dussehra would be allowed
to be celebrated this year due
to the pandemic. Hence we
went in for the conventional
effigy by the time the guide-
lines were announced,” he
said.

He said that some people
in the general public would be
allowed to watch the Ramleela
for which chairs had been
arranged at Ramleela Grounds
keeping in mind social dis-
tancing. “There will be only
one effigy instead of three
filled with firecrackers,” he
added.
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Approximately 285 million people worldwide
live with low vision and blindness. Of

these, 39 million people are blind and 246
million have moderate or severe visual impair-
ment and 90 per cent of blind people live in
low-income countries. Yet 80 per cent of
visual impairment is avoidable, that is, readily
treatable or preventable. Restoration of sight
and blindness prevention strategies are among
the most cost-effective interventions in health-
care.

This was stated by senior faculty members
at the KGMU ophthalmology department which
organised an event held at the Ophthalmology
OPD, under the headship of Prof A Kaur on
Thursday to raise public awareness of blindness
and vision impairment as major public health
issues to commemorate the same.

“The department aims to educate the gen-
eral public about blindness prevention. The
objective is to not only increase eye care cover-
age in the future but also to deliver quality ser-
vices. The programme aims to spread awareness
about eye health and encourage people to go for
a preventive eye checkup,” said a senior doctor
from the department.

He said that World Sight Day was an annu-
al day of awareness held on the second Thursday
of October, to focus global attention on vision
impairment, including blindness.

“This day is dedicated towards informing
and creating awareness among people. The
World Health Organisation is actively involved
in this initiative and coordinates various
activities and events on this day. Nearly every-
one on the planet will experience an eye health
issue in their lifetime and more than a billion
people worldwide do not have access to eye care
services. 

To address the bigger picture at the coun-
try and global level, we need to be aware of our
own eye health, and so the theme for World Sight
Day 2021 is all about ‘Love Your Eyes’. 

Globally, at least one billion people have near
or distance vision impairment that could be pre-
vented or has yet to be addressed. 

Vision impairment and blindness can have
major and long-lasting effects on all aspects of
life, including daily personal activities, interacting
with the community, school and work oppor-
tunities and the ability to access public services,”
he said.
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The first consignment of bananas from Uttar
Pradesh was exported to Iran from Lucknow on

Thursday
Considering the potential toward promotion of agri

export from Uttar Pradesh, APEDA Ministry of
Commerce and Industry Government of India, worked
seamlessly and collaborated with the Government of
UP along with other stakeholders such as farmers,
exporters and importers to export the first and ever
shipment of Banana from Lucknow to Iran by sea route
via JNPT by APEDA registered exporter M/s Desai
Agro Foods on Thursday from Mango Pack House,
Malihabad, Lucknow.

The flagging-off ceremony was chaired by UP's
additional chief secretary (agriculture and marketing)
in the presence of director and other senior officials of
APEDA, director of Desai Agri Foods Pvt. Ltd. and
other senior officials. Farmers of Lakhimpur, Bareilly
and Lucknow actively participated in the ceremony to
be a part of its history.

CISH Director Shailendra Rajan said that the prod-
uct was directly procured from farmers of Palia Kalan
(Lakhimpur), brought to Lucknow and it was packed
in Lucknow based Mango Packhouse.

“Two containers of 40 feet with 40 metric tons of
bananas were sent on a trial basis to Iranian market.
The total area of banana cultivation is 1500+ acres in
Palia Kalan area of district Lakhimpur. This will be the
first time when international markets will taste the
sweetness of bananas grown in Uttar Pradesh. The over-
all production of banana in UP is 3078.73 thousand MT,
The concentrated pockets of Uttar Pradesh are
Lakhimpur, Maharajganj, Kushinagar, Allahabad,
Kaushambi having the extreme potential to grow
exportable bananas for international market,” he said.

ACS (agriculture and marketing) appreciated the
efforts of APEDA made in Uttar Pradesh toward mak-
ing it an agri export hub. He also requested to organ-
ise training and sensitisation programmes for farmers
and highlighted the agri export policy framed by the
UP government and asked the farmers and traders to
get benefitted by it.

Farmers from Lakhimpur said, “We have been cul-
tivating bananas since 15 years but this is the first time
when our bananas were being exported. Really thanks
to APEDA for seamless coordination and support,”

Looking at the statistics, the total Indian export is
around 135.2 thousand MT valuing Rs 415.06 crore of
banana to Iran, Gulf Nations, European Nations etc
which may be expanded to 165 thousand MT valuing
by end 2022. New markets of USA, Belgium, Russia,
Germany, Japan etc. may be explored for lifting more
consignments from UP.
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Atrained gang of Bangladeshis
was behind the daring dacoities

which had rocked the city in the past.
The police are now preparing a
dossier on this gang and its modus
operandi. Earlier, a similar exercise
had kept the cops busy in preparing
dossiers on Kaccha Baniyan and
Bawariya gangs that were active for
years. 

The police claimed to have solved
the mystery following the arrest of
three Bangladeshi nationals on
Tuesday for their alleged involvement
in recent dacoities in Chinhat and
Vibhuti Khand of Gomti Nagar.

Now, the case file of Bangladeshi
nationals’ gang behind dacoits is at the
study table of police. Earlier, police
had to burn the midnight oil to study
the modus operandi of the kachha
baniyan and Bawariya gangs which
had kept the cops on their toes for
several years. 

This Bangladeshi gang allegedly

commits dacoities in posh localities,
especially those which are close to
railway tracks like Gomti Nagar, par-
ticularly Vibhuti Khand, Chinhat,
Thakurganj, Aliganj, Vikas Nagar
and Mahanagar.

The police suspect that this gang
was involved in various dacoities
which took place in the past in
Lucknow.

Also, the police are probing the
syndicate which provides them shel-
ter in the city and which arranged
voter identity cards and Aadhaar
cards to these Bangladeshis to help
them intermingle with the residents
in the locality.

According to police dossiers, as
many as nine cases of dacoities have
been reported in the city in the last
six years, all committed by this gang
only.

“Most of these incidents took
place in posh colonies of Gomti
Nagar like Vibhuti Khand where the
gang decamped with booty worth
over one crore rupees,” sources said.

They said several of the house
owners were injured while con-
fronting the dacoits. “The good thing
is that the gang members do not harm
the house owners and members of the
family at the time of the strike,” the
sources said.

The police claimed to have solved
all of the cases by arresting 10 mem-
bers of the gang. However, 10 persons
named in the crime are still on the
run.

In the recent arrest from the
Malhaur area on Sunday, three
Bangladeshi nationals were arrested.

Their modus operandi is like a
nomadic gang. They enter India
through the porous borders by brib-
ing officials, travel to different states
by trains or buses while communi-
cating with each other on mobile
phones which they destroy later.

Of all the cases, two attempts of
robbery were foiled by the police.
These incidents include one on
December 9, 2016 at the house of a
businessman in Eldeco Colony in

Gomti Nagar and another on October
8 last week at the residence of retired
chief planner in Virat Khand.

Sources said that the mastermind
of the recently busted gang, Hamza,
handles the members and he operates
with the help of his local links.

After the recovery of Adhaar
card, the Lucknow police are to
launch a verification drive across the
city to identify the Bangladesh natives
living in the city and doing menial
jobs. The police have got a clue of the
presence of another gang of
Bangladeshis in UP and the cops are
working further in the case.

In 2017, Local Intelligence Unit
(LIU) had prepared a list of 19 places
in the city which were safe havens of
Bangladeshis. Eight places were in the
west police region, seven in Trans-
Gomti police region, two in Lucknow
East police region and three in North
police region. Senior police officials
said the police outpost incharges con-
cerned had been asked to keep a tab
in above mentioned areas. 
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The Jankipuram police arrested seven thieves and
recovered a huge quantity of stolen goods from

them on Thursday. The Gosaiganj police also arrest-
ed three thieves in a drive on Thursday while the
Alambagh police arrested three auto-lifters and recov-
ered a scooty which they had stolen from the area.

In Jankipuram Vistar locality, the police nabbed
Afaq, Ishan Bajpai, Ravi Pandey, Sonu, Sandeep and
Latif, all of Gudamba, and Aman Rajpoot of BKT.
The police are finding the number of thefts they com-
mitted in the past.

In Gosaiganj, the police nabbed three thieves who
had stolen a tractor owned by one Vinod Kumar on
September 6. The thieves were identified as Suhial,
Jail Singh and Buddhu, all of Kamalpur village of
Gosaiganj. Police recovered the stolen tractor and also
recovered silver ornaments and Rs 6,000 in cash from
them.

In Alambagh, the police nabbed Lavli aka
Tushar Kumar Shera, Aman aka Jatin and
Dharmendra Gautam, all of Alambagh. The team
recovered a scooty which they had stolen from
Alambagh. A named FIR against these miscreants
is already lodged at the police station and they were
on police watch-list.

Lucknow (PNS): It was a
moment of immense pride for
Lucknow Metro as it touched the
cumulative ridership figure of
3.50 crore on Wednesday.

Giving this information,
officials of UPMRC said that this
important achievement was also
special because since the com-
mencement of Lucknow Metro
services on September 5, 2017 on
the 8.5 km long priority section
from Charbagh to Transport
Nagar, Metro continues to win
the hearts of Lucknowites and
had become an integral part of
their day to day lives.

UPMRC MD Kumar Keshav
congratulated the entire team of
Lucknow Metro and said, "I
thank the people of Lucknow for
their love, faith and support
since its inception and I assure
you that Lucknow Metro will
keep providing its world class

services to the public in future
also. This historic feat of reach-
ing 3.50 crore ridership fills our
hearts with a feeling of pride and
instills confidence in us to per-
form even better to meet the
expectations of our commuters.
We aim to provide a green
mobility system for safe, smart,
convenient, affordable and eco-
friendly travel." 

He said at present, keeping
in view of COVID-19, Lucknow
Metro was taking every possible
step to ensure a safe metro
journey to the public while
ensuring best sanitisation mea-
sures and physical distancing
inside both metro premises and
trains.

He said as a result of these
strenuous efforts, ridership of
Lucknow Metro was steadily
rising since reopening of Metro
services on June 9, 2021. 
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Lucknow (PNS):

Unidentified miscreants duped
a sub-inspector of Radio CCTV
Control Room at High Court in
Vibhuti Khand of over Rs
24,000 in the name of KYC of
his SIM card.

As per reports, the victim
identified as Chhote Lal got a
call on Tuesday and was told by
the caller that the KYC of his
SIM was incomplete. He asked
Chhote Lal to complete the
KYC verification procedure.

Chhote Lal told the caller
that he had run short of talk
time balance on the phone. At
this the caller asked Chhote Lal
to share his ATM card’s details
to get the phone recharged
with a top-up value.

An unsuspecting Chhote
Lal shared the details and the
money was withdrawn from his
bank account. He then lodged
a report with the Cyber Cell and
later with the police.
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Lucknow (PNS): The

traffic police announced traf-
fic diversions during Durga
Puja visarjan on Friday. The
diversions will come into
force from 12 noon on Friday
till the visarjan ends Buses
coming from Ayodhya and
moving towards Kaiserbagh
will be diverted towards
Gomti Nagar from where
they will move towards Samta
Moolak crossing and then
Gandhi Setu. Buses moving
from Sitapur road towards
Kaiserbagh will be diverted
towards Daliganj and will
reach Kaiserbagh after pass-
ing the old CDRI building.
Vehicles coming from Chowk,
Shahmina crossing, Daliganj
bridge and Kaiserbagh cross-
ing will not go towards
Subhash crossing and will be
diverted towards Chiraya
Jheel via Awadh tri-crossing.
Vehicles will not move from
Telephone Exchange crossing
towards Maqbara road and
will be diverted towards the
Kaiserbagh bus station.

Vehicles coming from
Niralanagar will not move
towards the Subhash Chowk
via University and Hanuman
Setu road and will be divert-
ed towards Telephone
Exchange. Vehicles will not
move from Maharana Pratap
crossing towards Hewett road
and Bengali Club. These vehi-
cles will be diverted towards
Burlington crossing and Bans
mandi. 
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Bahujan Samaj Party supre-
mo Mayawati, who target-

ed both Bharatiya Janata Party
and Congress governments
over killing of farmers in
Lakhimpur Kheri and attack on
Dalit in Rajasthan, on
Thursday attacked the Central
and state governments over the
ever-increasing prices of petro-
chemicals and other essential
items.

Along with this, the BSP
chief also advised strict and
effective steps to check infla-
tion.

On Thursday, she tweeted
that due to rising prices of
petrol, diesel and LPG on one
hand and rising prices of every-
day items on the other hand,
the common man's life was
completely disturbed and trou-
bled. She said the Central and
all state governments should
immediately take strict and
effective steps to provide relief
to the people. Earlier too,

Mayawati had tweeted on the
brutal lynching of a Dalit in
Congress-ruled Rajasthan.
Mayawati said that it was dis-
cussed and condemned all over
the country, but the leadership
of the Congress not only main-
tained silence but also restrict-
ed its Dalit leaders to speak on
the issue.

She said that in the eyes of
the Congress party and its
governments, the Dalits had no
importance earlier, nor was
there any special care for their
life, property and safety now. 
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The countdown for piped
water supply has started in

the villages of Bundelkhand
region as the state government
has almost completed the work
of laying the main line for
water supply under ‘Har Ghar
Nal’ Yojana, one of the most
ambitious projects of the gov-
ernment which is set to change
the face of Bundelkhand that
has been facing water crisis for
many decades.

Starting from the last week
of November, households of
Bundelkhand will have water
supply connections. The
Namami Gange and Rural
Water Supply department are
going to start a trial run of water
supply in the villages of
Bundelkhand and in all proba-
bility, the state government will
start a door-to-door supply of
drinking water in thousands of
villages of the region from
December. Under Jal Jeevan
Mission, Har Ghar Nal Yojana
will be on the ground six
months ahead of schedule.

"Piped water supply is set to
start in the villages of Jalaun,
Hamirpur, Banda, Mahoba and
Lalitpur districts. Instructions
have been given to expedite the
work after reviewing prepara-
tions. Work is going at rapid
pace on a total of 467 piped
drinking water schemes in 32
projects. Under Har Ghar Nal
Yojana, more than 11.95 lakh
households of Bundelkhand
will be supplied with pure water.
Nearly 70 per cent work of water
treatment plants in various dis-
tricts of Bundelkhand, includ-
ing Jhansi and Mahoba, has
been completed. Now, the
department is preparing to start

water supply in the villages
from coming December. The
supply of clean drinking water
will save the people of the area
from diseases and also do away
with the decade-old problem of
unavailability of water," said
Principal Secretary (Namami
Gange) Anurag Srivastava.

Under Jal Jeevan Mission in
Bundelkhand region, a total of
467 piped drinking water
schemes are being implement-
ed in 32 projects at a rapid pace.
Of these, 43 are surface water-
based schemes and 424 are
groundwater-based. Through
these schemes, arrangements
will be made for 11,95,265
functional home water con-
nections for a total population
of 72,68,705 of 3823 revenue vil-
lages. These projects will bene-
fit 40 tehsils, 68 development
blocks and 2,608 gram pan-
chayats in seven districts of
Bundelkhand region.
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Giving a further boost to the
education system in Uttar

Pradesh, the state is soon going
to see the number of Sainik
Schools getting doubled.
Aiming at providing value-
based education, this initiative
will fulfill the dream of many
students to get better education
along with a disciplined life.

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath has expressed his
gratitude to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the
Central government for the
approval in this direction. He
said, “By increasing the partic-
ipation of private schools in
opening Sainik Schools after
the approval of the Centre, the
number of Sainik Schools in
UP will increase significantly.
This will make the path of
admission easier.”

In a big move, the Union
government has decided to
affiliate 100 government
schools, private schools and
non-governmental organisa-
tions (NGOs) with the Sainik
Schools Society, Ministry of
Defence, from the 2022-23

academic year. These schools
will be different from existing
Sainik Schools and will focus
on providing cost-effective
ways to the larger populations
across the country. This initia-
tive has been taken under the
vision of the National
Education Policy (NEP)

Currently, the Sainik
School Society is running
three schools in UP while
Captain Manoj Pandey Sainik
School is under the state gov-
ernment. After the decision of
the Centre, the number of
Sainik Schools will increase in
UP. This will ease up the admis-
sion process and a large num-
ber of students can enroll
themselves.

Around 33 Sainik Schools
are run by the Ministry of
Defence all over the country.
UP has the highest number of
Sainik Schools as compared to
other states. Three Sainik
Schools are being run by the
Defence Ministry in UP at
Amethi, Jhansi, and Mainpuri,
while a Sainik School is pro-
posed to be opened in Baghpat.

The construction work of
Sainik School in Gorakhpur

has started, for which the gov-
ernment has also passed a
budget of Rs 90 crore. The UP
Sainik School in Lucknow, run
by the state government, is the
first military school in the
country. After this, the
Ministry of Defence got all
other Sainik Schools built
across the country. These
schools are affiliated with
CBSE.

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath has sent a propos-
al to the Centre to set up a
Sainik School in every division.
At Sainik Schools, students get
a high-quality education at
low fees. In such a situation, the
proposal of opening Sainik
Schools in every division will
give a big relief to those parents
who are unable to send their
children to good schools due to
high fee structures.

For girls dreaming of join-
ing the army, the UP govern-
ment has passed a proposal in
the budget to develop Captain
Manoj Pandey Sainik School in
Sarojininagar and double its
capacity. The state government
is constructing a hostel with a
capacity of 150 for girl cadets.
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Twenty-seven cases of
dengue were detected in

the city on Thursday from
areas such as Indiranagar, NK
Road, Tudiaganj, Red Cross,
Silver Jubilee, Aishbagh,
Aliganj and Indiranagar.

CMO teams carried out
inspections at 2,409 houses
and notices were served on 24
houses.

The district malaria teams
visited Kharagpur, Indiranagar,
Rajajipuram, Husainabad,
Faizullaganj, Triveninagar and
sensitised the residents of the
area about dengue and its pre-
vention.
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Lucknow (PNS): The city
has to wait for underground
power cabling infrastructure
for five years or more as
chances are bleak that
Madhyanchal Vidyut Vitran
Nigam Limited (MVVNL) will
make any mention of it in its
proposed DPR to be finalised
soon.

It has not made any men-
tion of it in its proposal for
infrastructure revamping for
five years.

According to senior
MVVNL officials, under-
ground cabling requires a huge
investment and this can be
decided by the energy officials
to whom the DPR will be sent
for final consideration.
Presently, proposals for dif-
ferent zones are being sub-
mitted for the infrastructure
revamp.

It may be noted that the
underground power cable sys-
tem has been a dream project
of the Energy department for
a long time but it is still rely-
ing on age-old rail poles and
cement and iron poles in a
large number of areas.

The project has been
developed on proposals relat-
ed to the infrastructure devel-
opment, including changing of
old transmission wires and
transformers, setting up of
new sub-stations of different
capacities, installing prepaid
smart meters, coolers at con-
trol rooms, yard load checking
and others.

According to a senior offi-
cial of MVVNL, the chances
are that in the proposed DPR
of the city and other zones,
underground power cabling
will not be considered this
time, however, a lot depends
on the final DPR to be
finalised by top officials.

He said all the proposals
submitted so far had not high-
lighted this need so it could be
assumed that underground
power cabling would be given
a miss in the final DPR.
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PNS (Lucknow): The
Consumer Protection Act, 2019
was enacted to protect the
rights of consumers and curb
unfair trade practices in the
rapidly changing technology
and e-marketing era. 

Under this, any person
who buys any product or avails
of any service through elec-
tronic means or direct selling
or teleshopping or multi-level
marketing can make a com-
plaint

This was stated by Prof
Ashok R Patil of National Law
School of India University,
Bangalore at a lecture on ‘e-
consumer protection under
CPA 2019’ which was organ-
ised by the human rights
department of Babasaheb
Bhimrao Ambedkar University
online.

He said that online trans-
actions were a special feature of
the Act and had been added
keeping in view the growing e-
commerce business and
advancements in technology.
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Traditional Kanya Pujan
marked the end of the

Shardiya Navratri at Baba
Keenaram Ashram, Krinkund
near Shivala here on Thursday.
Although the worship of girls
is of special importance in
Shardiya Navratri, but this
time to avoid the possible third
wave, girls were worshiped fol-
lowing the COVID-19 guide-
lines amidst the blessings of
Baba Siddhartha Gautam Ram.
On the occasion, as per the tra-
dition, Bhairav Puja pro-
gramme was also held at the
ashram.

On the occasion, a large
number of devotees reached
Keenaram Sthal premises,
maintaining social distance

and took blessings by worship-
ing the Kanyas (girls) and
Bhairava. Prior to this, the feet
of the girls were painted with
mahavar (red colours) for aus-
piciousness and they were

given  new clothes, bindi,
kumkum and chunris followed
by offering of satvik (vegetar-
ian) food containing puris,
vegetables, kheer, curd, sweets
and seasonal fruits.

Nine goddess forms of
Kanya and Bhairav blessed the
devotees and the prayers to
them were performed by
Acharya Prakash and Sangeeta
Singh. For the successful organ-
isation of the programme, the
administrator of the ashram
Arun Singh and members
Abhinav, Aaradhya, Soumya,
Ayush, Gunjan, Nanaji,
Virendra, Bau, Suresh, Kailash
Mali, Vinay, Sanjay, Golu,
Anshu, Rahul, Bhupendra
Pratap Singh alias Rintu,
Jaswant, Govardhan, Mantu,
Upendra Singh, Vaibhav, Fagu
and Abhishek and others made
commendable contributions.
Similarly, Kanya Pujan pro-
grammes were also organised
at several other places apart
from thousands of houses.
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Thousands of devotees
thronged Siddhidatri Devi

temple at Golghar in Bulanala
area on the auspicious occasion
of Navmi, the last day of the
Shardiya Navratra here on
Thursday. Besides, heavy rush
was also seen throughout the
day at Durga Mandir (Durga
Kund) as usual. Rush of devo-
tees was also seen at all other
temples of goddesses including
the old Durga Mandir in trans-
Ganga Ramnagar and Maa
Sheetla Mata Mandir at
Adalpura near Varanasi-
Mirzapur borders. Hundreds of
people also went to
Vindhyachal in Mirzapur dis-
trict.

Earlier, on the seventh eve
of ongoing Navratri Mahotsav,
being organised under the joint
aegis of Tourism department,
Aashrey Sewa Sanstha and
Subah-e-Banaras at open stage
of Dr Rajendra Prasad Ghat

near Dashashwamedh, the cul-
tural programme began with
the presentation of bhajan
devoted to Goddess Durga by
local singer Suman Agrahari.
This was followed by a presen-
tation by Dr Kamala Shankar
(guitar) and songs by Aditi
Chakraborty. Mannu Yadav,
Santosh Mishra, Shailbala

Mishra and Mamta Sharma
also presented their pro-
grammes. 

Then Soni Seth presented
Kathak, while Dr Ashesh
Narayan Mishra a programme
on tabla. 

The last programme of the
day was of eminent folk singer
Bharat Sharma Vyas who mes-

merised the audience by pre-
senting his popular songs
‘Nimiya Ke      Daar Maiya…’,
‘Gharhein     Mein Mai Ke
Bulaib….’ and ‘Mai Ke Baserwa
Ba Nimiya Ke Daar…’

In the beginning, the day’s
programme was inaugurated
with the lighting of the lamp by
UP Minister of State
(Independent Charge) Dr
Neelkanth Tiwari, along with
Vijay Shankar Rastogi, Swami
Jitendranand Saraswati, Rahul
Singh, Jagjitan Pandey, Dr
Virendra Pratap Singh, Deepak
Mishra and Dr Ratnesh Verma.
The guests were welcomed by
Pramod Kumar Mishra. The
programme was conducted by
Dr Preetesh Acharya and coor-
dinated by Pawan Shukla. The
Minister also honoured sever-
al personalities who made
remarkable contributions in
various fields. Regional
Tourism Officer Kirtiman
Srivastava gave the vote of
thanks.

VARANASI (PNS): The
administrative as well as polit-
ical activities among the offi-
cers and Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) workers have been
increased as it is expected that
the Prime Minister Narendra
Modi may visit his parliamen-
tary constituency during the
last week of the month. As per
some reports, the PM may
visit here on October 25 but the
date has yet not been finalised.
Though the programme of the
PM has yet not been con-
firmed, it is expected for the last
many weeks that he would
come here soon since the rival
parties have intensified their
political activities. In view of
the possible arrival of the PM,
the administrative officers have
intensified their activities to
finalise the list of major projects
which have already been com-
pleted so that they can be
inaugurated by Modi. Besides,
the BJP leaders have also inten-

sified their activities to finalise
the suitable venue for a public
meeting through which the
message of Modi can be spread
in the wider areas of this region
of Purvanchal (eastern UP)
on the eve for upcoming
assembly elections. It is also
expected that during his visit,
Modi may give some big
‘Deepawali’ gift to the people of
his parliamentary constituen-
cy. Earlier, Divisional
Commissioner (DC) Deepak
Agrawal reviewed the major
projects being completed in the
district at a meeting here on
Wednesday. The officials of
Varanasi Development
Authority (VDA), Municipal
Corporation, Tourism, PWD,
Irrigation, Bridge Corporation,
National Highway, UP Project
Corporation, Rajkiya Nirman
Nigam, Jal Nigam, C&DS,
Ganga Pollution Control Unit,
CPWD, UP SIDCO and Mandi
Parishad were present in the

meeting as several major pro-
jects of these departments have
almost been completed. In the
meeting, the DC inquired in
detail about all the projects one
by one. He gave clear instruc-
tions to the concerned depart-
mental officers that senior offi-
cers should personally inspect
the project by visiting the spot.
‘If there is any minor defect, get
it fixed immediately and check
again after it is fixed,’ he asked
the officers, instructing them to
ensure completion of projects
error free.

E-SERVICE CENTRE
INAUGURATED: With an
aim to update both parties
with the latest information in
legal matters, the District Legal
Service Authority has started
an ‘e-Service Centre’. Now, the
parties of legal matters can
update themselves with the
latest position of their cases,
date of next hearing of the
cases, etc and also submit their

matters online through this
centre. The District Judge (DJ)
Dr Ajay Krishna Vishwesh
inaugurated the e-service cen-
tre during the legal awareness
camp organised at the district
court here. Such camps were
also organised at other places
in the city as a part of Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav on
Wednesday. With the func-
tioning of the centre, both
parties of any legal matter can
now make e-filing of their
matters and they also could be
update with the position of the
case, date of next hearing of the
case, latest information about
free legal service, etc, he said
adding, the parties could also
make online payment of the
court fee.  The district secretary
of the authority Kumud Lata
Tripathi apprised the inmates
of the  jail of the free legal help
to them, their fundamental
rights and duties through vir-
tually during the camp.
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Despite all the restrictions
and appeals relating to

possible third wave of COVID-
19, rush of devotees thronged
250-odd Durga Puja pandals in
different parts of the city, which
is popular for grandeur of this
festival in this region and
known as ‘Mini Kolkata’, on the
last day of Shardiya Navratra
here on Thursday. However, the
rush was much bigger than last
year but not as heavy as it was
generally seen on this auspi-
cious occasion in the past. To
avoid the rush, several families
preferred to visit these pandals
during the day time but the real
rush was seen in the evening
hours when the city was glit-
tered with attractive lighting
arrangements. However, no
impact of the coronavirus pan-
demic was seen and in view of
the rush of visitors, elaborate
security and other arrange-
ments have been made. The
activities of trouble makers
and anti-social elements were
watched through CCTV cam-
eras installed at almost all the
big pandals.

The rush was mainly seen
in Lahurabir, Sigra, Luxa,
Godowlia, Sonarpura,
Bhelupur, Maidagin, and many
areas in trans-Varuna area
including Shivpur, Pandeypur,
Orderly Bazar, Pahadhiya and
some others where several idols

of Goddess Durga were
installed within a short dis-
tance. Various traditional ritu-
als were performed  at differ-
ent pandals and a good rush of
people was seen throughout the
day at almost all the pandals of
Bangiya Samaj including
Ramkrishna Mission and
Bharat Sewa Sangh where the
people performed rituals with
traditional gaiety and religious
fervour.

Meanwhile, seeing the rush
Additional Director/Chief

Medical Officer Dr VB Singh
appealed to the people to cel-
ebrate the festival maintaining
COVID-19 guidelines as the
district has yet not become
completely corona free. ‘Seeing
no corona cases for the last few
days, many people have start-
ed showing laxity in obeying
COVID-19 guidelines,’ he said,
appealing to all not to ignore
the protection from pandemic
by wearing regular masks at
public places, use of sanitisers
and maintaining of two yards

distance. According to him,
both the district administration
and Health department have
become fully alert after getting
a corona positive case on
Tuesday. According to him,
the people should be more
cautious during the festivals
because after Durga Puja,
heavy rush is also expected to
be seen in the markets during
the forthcoming festivals. He
appealed to the people to go to
public places only when
absolutely necessary.
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North Central Railway GM
Pramod Kumar instructed

the officials for fast clearance of
coal rakes. Round the clock
manning of control rooms by
officers to ensure zero deten-
tion of coal rakes should be
there, he underlined at a Safety
and Punctuality Review
Meeting held at NCR
Headquarters. 

DRMs of Agra, Prayagraj
and Jhansi joined the meeting
through video conferencing. 

In view of the coal crisis in
the country, Railways have also
taken charge to expedite move-
ment of coal rakes. During the
meeting GM NCR analysed the
position of coal movement
through NCR. He reiterated his
earlier instruction of manning

control rooms with officers to
ensure zero detention of coal
rakes.

NCR receives loaded coal
rakes from ECR, ER, SER,
ECoR and SECR and supplies
to the power plants of UP,
Delhi, Punjab and Haryana
located in NCR and NR areas.
Officers have been deputed in
control rooms at Tundla,
Prayagraj, Jhansi and Agra and
are monitoring the movement
of coal rakes. GM NCR is tak-
ing the real time position of all
the coal rakes on run in NCR.

GM also instructed deputy
officials at unloading sites of
power houses of NCR to ensure
no detention during unloading
and speedy clearance of empty
rakes. GM has laid special
stress on mobility of empty
rakes so that they could be

available for next loading at the
earliest. During the discussion
GM also asked to take steps to
minimise asset failures which
are adversely affecting mobil-
ity.

During the meeting, posi-
tions of ongoing works were
also discussed. The progress of
ongoing passenger amenities
items-- lifts, escalators was
also reviewed during the meet-
ing.

It was informed that work
is in progress for 31 more
escalators over the various
important stations of NCR.
This includes eight escalators
each at Prayagraj Jn and
Kanpur Central stations. 

At Prayagraj Jn, the escala-
tors will be provided at City
side Line Shah Baba Bridge
near RRI-1, FOB no.3 near

RMS-1, Civil Line Side C.A.-1,
PF-4/5 FOB No.3-2, PF-6 FOB
No.4-1, PF-1 FOB No.4-1. Out
of these eight escalators, five are
planned to be installed during
current financial year.

At Kanpur Central, the
escalators will be provided one
each at PF-2/3, 4/5, Ghanta
Ghar side-(HWH end), 6/7
and two each at Platform no.
8/9 and at bridge on Cantt.
Side.  Staff welfare issues were
also discussed during the meet-
ing. The issues included the
non agenda items raised by
recognised unions of the zone
during PNM meetings. Apart
from this, GM NCR expressed
concern over pending requests
for mutual transfer cases of
employees and directed to
finalise all such cases at the ear-
liest.

-(.�*�����������������

�����
�������
����
�

(0.1�������������


�����"�#������.��
	�"���
�	���
����

���
0���
�%��
�������������

The Central Organisation
for Railway Electrification

(CORE), Prayagraj is striving to
electrify the entire network of
Indian Railways before
December 2023. 

The process of electrifica-
tion should be time-bound as
well as quality. It is also the
responsibility of the CORE to
maintain the quality of the
items used in electrification
such as steel poles, copper and
aluminium wires and various
steel fittings.

It is to be known that any
manufacturer has to take
approval from the Material
Planning Department of the
CORE to make the goods used
in rail electrification. The sup-
plier is thoroughly quality-
checked by the CORE prior to
approval.

A seminar was organized
on Thursday on the quality of
steel poles and transmission
line towers used for electrifica-
tion in CORE, in which sever-
al points to be taken care of in
quality assurance by M/s KEC
International Gaya.

The General Manager,
CORE Yashpal Singh, said that
under the “Know Your Vendor”
scheme by the CORE, the qual-
ity parameters of all the main
suppliers are continuously eval-
uated. In today's seminar, var-
ious aspects of steel structures
such as strength, corrosion
resistance, bedding-moment,
etc., were discussed in detail
about steps to maintain quali-
ty. Singh expressed hope that
with the exchange of quality
information between the offi-
cials and the industry, the
process of rail-electrification

would be completed more
quickly. Chief Administrative
Officer Arun Kumar, Principal
Chief Signal & Telecom
Engineer Suresh Kumar, Chief
Electrical Engineer (P&D)
Harsh Khare, Chief Electrical
Engineer (PS) J.C.S.Bora, Chief
Electrical Engineer (Planning)
attended the seminar.) S.S.Negi,
Chief Electrical Engineer
(Work) Pushpendra Raman
Tripathi, Chief Electrical
Engineer (MP) D.K.Srivastava,
and Secretary/General
Manager SK Mishra, were pre-
sent.
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Durga Puja mandaps and
Devi temples attracted

lakhs of devotees and also
teen-agers on the auspicious
days of Maha Navmi in the city.
Streets remained over-crowd-
ed and it took hours to cover a
distance of one kilometer on a
four-wheeler with family.
Those who visited temples in
the morning saved much of
their time, while those who
planned their visits for evening
hours had to face severe traffic
jams.

The traffic police also kept
on issuing alerts regarding traf-
fic jams and diversions to
maintain the flow of vehicles,
but all arrangements failed in

the evening hours when people
came out on their vehicles to
visit Puja Mandaps in different
localities.  

Kalyani Devi, Lalita Davi
and Alop Shankari temples
attracted huge crowd, while the
very well decorated Durga Puja
Mandaps pulled the youth
besides the Bengalis who cele-
brate this festival with tradi-
tional gaiety and fervour.   The
Patharchatti, Katra and Naini
Ram Lilas, based on the sound
track of Ramanand Sagar's TV
serial, have also proved them-
selves as crowd pullers, while
the traditional street lighting
and taking out of tableau in
late night hours make the
Dussehra of Allahabad as
world famous.
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The transmitter and SIM-

containing bulb holder board-
like device found from the
house of a Bajrang Dal work-
er in Bharwari, the municipal-
ity of Kokhraj area in neighbor-
ing Kaushambi district, turned
out to be a data meter device
which is being installed by
Convergence Energy Services
Limited (CESL) in some hous-
es under the Gram Ujala
Yojana.

The SIM card installed in
it is connected to the central
server which is used to collect
information through the wire-
less system. Later the police
officers told that this is a data
meter, there is no conspiracy in
this.

SP Kaushambi said the
device found from the fertiliz-
er trader's house was being
investigated. Apart from the
SOG and surveillance team, the
help of experts was taken for
the information of the device.
From the information provid-
ed by CESL, it became clear
that this is a data meter being
installed by the company in
homes for analysis. There is no
conspiracy in this.

Kaushambi Police was
engaged in investigation about
the device, meanwhile, a release
from Delhi on behalf of
Convergence Energy Services
Limited (CESL) was said that
these devices have been distrib-

uted under the Gram Ujala
scheme. This company has
given seven and 12 watt LED
bulbs at the rate of Rs 10
under the Gram Ujala scheme.
30 lakh bulbs were distributed
under this scheme in UP and
Bihar. The device, called a data
meter, is being installed ran-
domly in some households to
find out how many consumers
are using the bulbs distributed
from this project, the release
said. 

The number of hours of
bulb usage captured by the data
meter is used to calculate the
number of carbon credits gen-
erated by using LED bulbs in
place of old bulbs. The data
meters are installed at the
homes of the consumers for 90
days with their consent. It
sends information wirelessly
from the mobile network to the
central server so the SIM card
is inserted in the data meter. In
UP, the work of installing data
meters in homes has been
started by the authorized
agency from October 3. CESL
claims that this work is being
done completely legally. In
such a situation, people should
not fall in the trap of any kind
of rumor regarding the data
meter. The police-administra-
tion has also been made aware
of this at the highest level.

Earlier, police officers were
assuming that this device was

prepared under some conspir-
acy and was delivered to that
house and all this could also be
part of some terrorist activity. 

Brijesh Kesarwani, a resi-
dent of Gaura Road in
Bharwari town, is a fertilizer
trader. His son Aniket is a
worker of Bajrang Dal. Brijesh
said that a week ago, two
youths came and started talk-
ing about selling a company's
LED bulbs for 10-10 rupees. He
sold bulbs at many places in the
town. Brijesh was also given a
holder box along with the bulb
in the lucky draw. Two days ago
the holder box got damaged.
Brijesh took him to several
electricians to get it repaired,
but they refused to repair it. It
was also told that the transmit-
ter, IC and mobile SIM card is
installed in this bulb holder
box. This device can be a
means of a terrorist conspira-
cy. Hearing this, Brijesh was
taken aback. On Tuesday, he
informed the police about this.

As soon as the information
about this suspicious device
was received, the SOG and sur-
veillance team, including the
Kokhraj Inspector, also reached
to investigate. Police officers
believe that all the parts
installed in the holder box are
connected to the WiFi tracker.
Brijesh also told the police the
mobile number of one of the
youths who sold the holder. In

Truecaller, it is telling the
mobile number as Rajput,
while the miscreant had told
his name as Haider. The mobile
number which was given to
Brijesh Kesarwani was traced
and it turned out to be of
Prayagraj. 

In such a situation, SOG
has also reached Prayagraj in
search of him. People also
started saying that the device
was recovered from the work-
er of the Hindu organization,
where the office bearers of the
Hindu organization keep meet-
ing in the morning and
evening. 

Next to it is also the house
of the district organization
minister of Vishwa Hindu
Parishad. 

In such a situation, doubts
were raised whether planning
was being done to trace the
activities of these workers
through this device and carry
out any major conspiracy.

Apart from IC and com-
mand in the device, transmis-
sion is also installed. Looking
at its device, it is clear that the
device has a WiFi system,
whose coverage area is up to
100 meters. 

Through 2G SIM card and
transmission, the voice and
area of the people can be traced
through this. Whoever
designed this device may have
criminal intent.
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Chief Justice of Allahabad
High Court, Justice Rajesh

Bindal, administered oath to
eight lawyers as additional
judges of the High Court.

The oath was adminis-
tered by the Chief Justice in a
simple and graceful ceremony

at his courtroom.
The lawyers who took oath

as additional judges of
Allahabad High Court are:
Justice Chandra Kumar Rai,
Justice Krishna Pahal, Justice
Sameer Jain, Justice Ashutosh
Srivastava, Justice Subhash
Vidyarthi, Justice Brij Raj
Singh, Justice Shree Prakash
Singh and Justice Vikas

Budhwar. With eight more
judges, now the number of
judges in Allahabad High court
has increased to 97 out of 160
sanctioned posts, including
Chief Justice.

INSPECTION: While
NCR is striving hard to
upgrade passenger amenities at
its stations, efforts are also on
to create public awareness

about proper use of these facil-
ities. During his recent inspec-
tion of Gwalior Railway Station
here recently, GM Pramod
Kumar asked to check whether
emergency stop buttons are
provided and working proper-
ly on the escalator. He himself
got it checked as he boarded the
escalator and found it working
properly. 
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At Rihand station of NTPC
during the Shri Durga Puja

Mahotsav being organised since
October 11, ‘kalash yatra’,
Mahasaptami Puja ‘sandhya aarti’
and ‘prasad’ distribution were
held recently at the puja pandal
with simplicity keeping Covid-19
in mind. The programme was
inaugurated by the chief guest,
Chief General Manager (Rihand)
and Durga Puja Committee president Debabrata
Paul and chairperson of Vartika Mahila Mandal
(VMM) Rituparna Paul along with other co-

guests and Puja Samiti’s office-
bearers by lighting the lamp. In
the programme General
Manager (O&M) AK
Chattopadhyay, General
Manager (Maintenance) AK
Papaneja, General Manager (FM)
M Ramesh, General Manager
(TS) S Srikrishna, heads of
departments, Additional General
Manager (HR) SVD Ravi Kumar,
office- bearers of Vartika Mahila
Mandal, representatives of various

unions and associations, Durga Puja Committee’s
other office-bearers and members etc were present
following social distancing and other guidelines.
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For the convenience of the passengers the rail-
way administration will run the 05413/05414

Kasganj-Agra Fort-Kasganj and 05420/05419
Kasganj-Shikohabad-Kasganj unreserved special
trains till further advice. In view of Covid-19
these special trains will be run as express (unre-
served) ones so that there is no extra rush in
them and for ensuring the compliance of
Covid-19 prevention guidelines, CPRO PK
Singh said.

KSJ-AGRA FORT SPL: The 05413 Kasganj
(KSJ)-Agra Fort (AF) unreserved special will
from October 18  leave Kasganj at 08.00 hrs,
Marahra at 08.12 hrs, Asgauli at 08.23 hrs,
Sikandra Rao at 08.37 hrs, Bastoi Halt at 08.47
hrs, Rati ka Nagla at 08.53 hrs, Hathras Road
at 09.06 hrs, Mendu at 09.10 hrs, Hathras City
at 09.20 hrs, Mursan at 09.34 hrs, Sonai at 09.43
hrs, Raya at 09.56 hrs, Mathura Cantonment at
10.14 hrs, Mathura Jn at 10.35 hrs, Bhainsa at
10.52 hrs, Parkham at 11.05 hrs, Khera Sandhan
at 11.14 hrs, Achhnera at 11.35 hrs, Raibha at
11.44 hrs, Bichpuri at 11.55 hrs, Idgah Agra Jn
at 12.05 hrs and will reach Agra Fort at 12.35
hrs. In the return journey 05414 Agra Fort -
Kasganj unreserved special will from October
18 leave Agra Fort at 15.40 hrs, Idgah Agra Jn
at 15.54 hrs, Bichpuri at 16.09 hrs, Raibha at
16.18 hrs, Achhnera at 16.30 hrs, Khera Sandhan
at 16.40 hrs, Parkham at 16.49 hrs, Bhainsa at
16.52 hrs, Mathura Jn at 17.30 hrs, Mathura
Cantt at 17.54 hrs, Raya at 18.07 hrs, Sonai at
18.20 hrs, Mursan at 18.29 hrs, Hathras City at
18.43 hrs, Mendu at 18.54 hrs, Hathras Road at
18.58 hrs, Rati Ka Nagla at 19.11 hrs, Bastoi Halt
at 19.17 hrs, Sikandra Rao at 19.27 hrs, Agsauli
at 19.38 hrs, Marhara at 19.48 hrs and reach
Kasganj at 20.35 hrs. A total of 10 coaches,
including eight of ordinary second class and two

of SLR/D will be attached.
KSJ-SKB SPL: The 05420 Kasganj –

Shikohabad (SKB) unreserved special train will
from October 18  leave Kasganj at 04.50 hrs,
Badhari Kalan at 05.05 hrs, Sahawar Town at
05.16 hrs, Garkha at 05.25 hrs, Ganj Dundwara
at 05.33 hrs, Patiali at 05.42 hrs, Narthar 05.51
hrs, Daryaoganj at 05.59 hrs, Ballupur at 06.07
hrs, Rudain at 06.14 hrs, Kampil Road at 06.23
hrs, Kaimganj at 06.33 hrs, Bhatasa at 06.41 hrs,
Shamsabad at 06.54 hrs, Shukrullahpur at
07.01 hrs, Harsinghpur Goba at 07.07 hrs,
Farrukhabad at 07.55 hrs, Shrimad Dwarkapuri
at 08.05 hrs, Ugarpur at 08.11 hrs, Nib Karori
at 08.23 hrs, Baba Laxman Daspuri at 08.31 hrs,
Pakhna at 08.38 hrs, Mota at 08.49 hrs, Takhrau
at 08.58 hrs, Bhongaon at 09.07 hrs, Mainpuri
Kachehri at 09.21 hrs, Mainpuri at 09.40 hrs,
Tindauli at 09.56 hrs, Kosma at 10.07 hrs, Takha
at 10.19 hrs, Arao at 10.30 hrs, Burha Bharthara
at 10.39 hrs and reach Shikohabad at 10.50 hrs.
In the return journey, 05419 Shikohabad –
Kasganj unreserved special will from October 18
leave Shikohabad at 16.20, Burha Bharthara at
16.31 hrs, Arao at 16.41 hrs, Takha at 16.53 hrs,
Kosma at 17.05 hrs, Tindauli at 17.17 hrs, From
Mainpuri at 17.41 hrs, Mainpuri Kachehri at 17.50
hrs, Bhongaon at 18.05 hrs, Takhrau at 18.15 hrs,
Mota at 18.25 hrs, Pakhna at 18.37 hrs, Baba
Laxman Daspuri at 18.45 hrs, Nib Karori at 18.55
hrs, Ugarpur at 19.08 hrs, Shrimad Dwarkapuri
at 19.20 hrs, Farrukhabad at 20.30 hrs,
Harsinghpur Goba at 20.41 hrs, Shukrullahpur at
20.47 hrs, Shamsabad at 20.55 hrs, Bhatasa at 21.04
hrs, Kaimganj at 21.12 hrs, Kampil Road at 21.22
hrs, Rudain at 21.31 hrs, Ballupur at 21.38 hrs,
Daryaoganj at 21.46 hrs, Narthar at 21.55 hrs,
Patiali at 22.03 hrs, Ganj Dundwara at 22.12 hrs,
Garkha at 22.20 hrs, Sahawar Town at 22.33 hrs,
Badhari Kalan at 22.45 hrs and reach Kasganj at
23.25 hrs. A total of 10 coaches will be attached.
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In Banaras coaching depot yard on Wednesday
a joint exercise of full scale mock drill was con-

ducted by the Safety department along with
National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF).  As part of the
exercise on Wednesday at 14.30
pm control room intimated
that train number 05107 Up
(Mela Special)’s coach number
90281, GS/NE, between
Banaras-Varanasi, on OHE km
207/32-34  near the Coaching
Depot had ‘derailed’ and ‘fire’
had broken out in it in which
information about the ‘death’ of six passengers
and 10 others being ‘seriously injured’ was
broadcast. On getting information about the
incident ART, ARME and officials concerned
and supervisors reached the spot. Besides
NDRF, Fire Brigade, district administration and
local police too came to the spot. Everyone

played their part as per the guidelines of
Accident Manual of Indian Railways and this
mock drill was a complete success. In the full scale
mock drill Divisional Railway Manager (DRM)
Ramashray Pandey, ADRM-Infra Gyanesh

Tripathi, Additional
Divisional Railway Manager
(Operations) SPS Yadav,
RPF’s Dr Abhishek, CMS
Mahendra Singh Nabiyal,
SDSO Rahul Srivastava along
with NDRF’s Deputy
Commandant of 11th
Battalion, Abhishek Kumar
Rai, Assistant Commandant
Dinesh Kumar Puri and offi-

cers and employees of the Safety department made
their significant contribution in the ‘relief ’ and ‘res-
cue’ works. After the completion and review of
the mock drill, DRM appreciated the ‘relief and
rescue’ work of the Railways and NDRF team and
said that their way of working shows alertness
and awareness towards the railway service.
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The railway administration in place of
ICF/conventional rakes will run the follow-

ing trains with ultramodern  LHB (Linke Hofmann
Busch) rakes from the point of view of safety and
passenger convenience from the following dates.
As a result, the coach composition of these trains
will also change, CPRO PK Singh said.

GKP-KOCHUVELI SPL: The 02511/02512
Gorakhpur-Kochuveli-Gorakhpur special train
will from Gorakhpur from October 31 and from
Kochuveli from November 3 run with LHB
rakes. After which according to the changed
composition, a total of 21 coaches, including one
of generator-cum-luggage van, two of general
second class, five of sleeper class, two of  AC sec-
ond class, seven of AC third class, one of AC third
economy class, one of pantry car, one of AC first
class and one of SLRD will be attached in the train.

GKP-SECUNDRABAD SPL: The
02589/02590 Gorakhpur-Secunderabad-
Gorakhpur special train will from Gorakhpur
from November 3 and from Secunderabad from
November 4 run with LHB rakes. According to
the changed composition, a total of 21 coaches,
including one of generator-cum-luggage van, two
of general second class, five of sleeper class, two
of AC second class, seven of AC third class, one
of AC third economy class, one pantry car, one
of AC first class and one of SLRD will be attached.

GKP-YESVANTPUR SPL: The
02591/02592 Gorakhpur-Yesvantpur-Gorakhpur
special train will from Gorakhpur from
November 6 instead of October 30 and from
Yesvantpur from November 8 in place of
November 1 will be run with LHB rakes. After
which according to the changed composition a
total of 21 coaches, including one of generator-
cum-luggage van, two of ordinary second class,
five of sleeper class, two of AC second class,
seven of AC third class, one of AC third class
economy, one of pantry car, one of AC first class
and one of SLRD coach will be attached.

CHHAPRA-DURG SPL: The 05159/05160
Chhapra-Durg-Chhapra special train from
Chhapra from November 27 and from Durg
from November 28 will run with LHB rakes.
According to the changed composition, a total
of 20 coaches, including one of generator-cum-
luggage van, three of general second class, six
of sleeper class, two of AC second class, six of
AC third class, one of AC third class economy
and one of SLRD coach will be attached.

TEJAS EXP TO RUN FOR ADDITION-
AL TRIPS: The 82501/82502 Lucknow Jn-
New Delhi-Lucknow Jn Tejas Express being run
from earlier by the railway administration for
four days a week i.e. Saturday, Sunday, Monday
and Friday, will be run for three additional trips
on November 2, 3 and 9 for the convenience of
the passengers, CPRO PK Singh said.
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Chief Electoral Officer
(CEO) of the state held a

meeting through video con-
ferencing in view of general
Assembly election-2022 and
Assembly voters’ list revision-
2022 which was attended by ADM(F&R) Shiv
Pratap Shukla from NIC located at Collectorate on
Wednesday. Under the SVEEP programme for vot-
ers’ awareness and participation, activities were dis-
cussed with nodal officers for future. The CEO
directed the BLOs to ensure addition of names of
all those who were completing the age of 18 on
January 1, 2022. The ADM said a special drive was
to be conducted on November 7, 13, 21 and 28

and various programmes were to
be organised on those days to
motivate the eligible youth to
come forward for inclusion of
their names in the voters’ list. He
said help of social media was to
be taken to make new voters
aware. During the video confer-

ence ADM (Namami Gange) Amarendra Verma,
AEO Abhishek Kumar Srivastava, DIO Dr Pankaj
Kumar, and incharge of district NIC, RN Singh
were also present.

TAKES CHARGE: Chandra Bhan Singh
took over as new SDM of Sadar tehsil on
Wednesday. A PCS officer of 2012 batch and a
native of Chitrakoot Singh has worked in differ-
ent districts and was recently posted in Pilibhit. 
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The Kanpur Divisional
Commissioner, Dr Raj

Shekhar after the inspection of
the Green Park stadium on
Thursday said Green Park
thrived still in the annals of
cricket history and was still
known for its wonderful lush
green manicured lawns the
world over. He appealed to
cricket lovers across the world
to extend full support to this
unique initiative of setting up
an exclusive ‘Visitor Gallery’ at
the historical Green Park
Kanpur by donating anything
related to special memories of
Green Park stadium. He said
the Visitor Gallery would be
opened for public somewhere
at the end of November this
year thus a humble appeal was
being made to the cricket lovers
to contact by November 15,
2021 to accommodate some-
thing special related to this sta-
dium.

He said Kanpur Smart City
Limited (KSCL) , in collabora-
tion with the Department of
Sports, Uttar Pradesh and Uttar
Pradesh Cricket Association
(UPCA) was setting up a
‘Visitor Gallery’ in Green Park
stadium Kanpur.  He said this
was as per the vision of PM
,CM  and Sports Minster of UP
to support and encourage
sports in India . He said this
visitor gallery will emerge as

one of the ‘Must Visit Place’ for
all cricket lovers. He said this
Gallery will show case many
items depicting  memorable
moments of last around 70
years of cricket at Green Park
stadium. 

Dr Shekhar said Board of
Control of Cricket in India
(BCCI), Uttar Pradesh Cricket

Association (UPCA) & Sports
Department of Uttar Pradesh
were helping Kanpur Smart
City Limited (KSCL) in arrang-
ing various items (like
Photographs, cricket equip-
ment, newspaper clippings,
Trophies, Medals and other
items related to Green Park sta-
dium. 

He said as cricket was
most liked and followed Sports
in India it also had special place
in the heart of millions of
Indians.  He said it would be
an honour to display all
the items in the upcoming
Visitors Gallery for cricket
enthusiasts who visit Green
Park stadium.
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One of the leading brands in
jewellery, Kashi Jewellers,

which had carved a niche for
itself in the field of fine craft-
manship and purity in gold
jewellery and solitaire dia-
monds has organsed a ‘Festival
Show’ for its valued customers
keeping in view the festivals
season of Navratri, Dussehra,
Karvachauth and Diwali. This
special display-cum-sale festi-
val will continue till November
4, 2021.

The Vice President of
Kashi Jewellers, Shreyansh
Kapoor, said in Indian culture,
festivals were auspicious occa-
sions when the people plan to
purchase jewellery. He said
gold and gold ornaments were
something integral to Indian
tradition.  He said gold was
considered as a symbol of luck,
prosperity, abundance and aus-
piciousness and in fact people
viewed gold as embodying
Goddess Lakshmi, the goddess
of wealth in it.

He said the Hindu
Goddess of wealth, Lakshmi,
was associated with gold and
the flow of gold symbolised
prosperity in a household.  He
said in fact this stemmed from
the ancient beliefs, where Gods
or divine beings considered it
auspicious to give gold to their
kith and kin as gifts.  He said
this flow of gold was likened to

flowing water that nurtured the
life of plants and animals
around it, representing abun-
dance. 

He said Kashi had always
been trend setters and thus
even today if one was to pur-
chase jewellery with purity
and exclusivity then it was
only Kashi Jewellers. He said
the showroom had displayed
the new variety of diamond,
kundan, polki,  studded jew-

ellery, platinum and silver and
Kashi had left no stone
unturned to ensure it provid-
ed them the best value for their
money. He said another added
feature was that Kashi catered
to the specific needs of the
clients by designing jewellery as
per the demand of the cus-
tomers. He said this festival will
witness massive rebate on jew-
ellery designing charges. He
said ‘keeping in view the trend

of jewellery among males,
Kashi had introduced plat-
inum jewellery and a special
counter had been opened for
this valued clientele where spe-
cially crafted bracelets, rings,
chains and bands were avail-
able. He said Kashi Jewellers
was a trusted name and thus
the people need to avail them-
selves of the best offers pro-
vided to them this festive sea-
son. 
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The Regional Head,  Union
Bank of India, Sanjeev

Kumar while flagging off the
‘Vigithon’  an awareness rally
for the Vigilance Awarness
Week  to be held between
October 26 and November 1,
2021 and said there was a
greater need for combined
efforts to root out corruption
and for this each Indian had to
join in the fight against cor-
ruption. He said corruption
was an evil which was eating
into the roots of the society and
taking a heavy toll on Indian
economy.  He said people lose
trust and belief in the admin-
istration due to corruption.  

He said the Prime Minister
had endeavoured to make India
corruption free a New India by
the year  2022, by promoting
integrity, transparency and
accountability in public life. He
said corruption in daily life was
linked to human greediness, an
overdrive to achieve and outdo
one another going  beyond
ones means. Thus it was the
bounden duty of each person
to not allow corrruption to
engulf and ultimately  corrode
the very basic ethos of human
existence. 

He said it was very true
that  no campaign to fight and
eradicate corruption can be
achieved without community
participation.  He said the
Union Bank of India therefore

felt it necessary to motivate the
citizens, as stakeholders in
nation building, to collective-
ly combat corruption at all
level.  He said this ‘Vigithon’
was an effort to raise public
awareness against the threat
posed by corruption and to
make citizens conscious of
their right to live in a corrup-
tion free society. He partici-
pants later took ‘Integrity
Pledge’ to further promote the
concept amongst others to
ensure their commitment
towards eradicating corrup-
tion. Piyush Pandey was also
present on the occasion. 

VC INAUGURATES
CAFETERIA ON CSJMU

CAMPUS: Vice Chancellor of
Chhatrapati Shahu Ji Maharaj
University, Kanpur, Prof Vinay
Kumar Pathak inaugurated a
cafeteria on the university cam-
pus on Thursday.

Speaking on the occasion,
he said with the start of the
fully-renovated cafeteria, stu-
dents would no longer have to
go to outside vends as they
would now get delicious food
at lower prices on the univer-
sity campus itself.

Students of the Hotel
Management department will
ensure maintenance of proper
quality control under the
supervision of head of depart-
ment Dr Vivek Singh Sachan

and Dr RN Katiyar.
Prof Pathak also interacted

with students and directed the
canteen operator to
provide free refreshment to
around 100 students present
there during the inaugural cer-
emony.

Chief Proctor Prof Sanjay
Kumar Swarnkar, CDC Dr
Rajesh Kumar Dwivedi,
Registrar Dr Anil Kumar
Yadav, Examination Controller
Anjani Kumar Mishra, Chief
Warden Dr RN Katiyar,
Security Incharge Dr RP Singh,
Dr BP Singh, Dr Pravin Bhai
Patel, Dr Brijesh Katiyar and Dr
Vivek Singh Sachan were pre-
sent.
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The Kanpur police commis-
sionerate has released a

new set of guidelines to enforce
Covid protocol in the city dur-
ing the festive season.

As per reports, no socio-
cultural celebration can be
conducted in the city without
prior permission. Here also, the
number of attendees has been
capped at 100 as opposed to the
count of 50 earlier. Any organ-
iser that invites over 100 guests
will be prosecuted, the police
officials said.

A meeting of senior police
officials was held at Police
Lines to frame and release the
pandemic protocols to elimi-
nate the chances of the antici-
pated 'third wave' of COVID-
19 during festive celebrations.

The meeting was attended
by Commissioner of Police
Asim Arun, Additional CP
(Law and Order) Akash
Kulhary along with other offi-
cials to finalise the preventive
guidelines.

People have been urged to
steer clear from crowds and
subscribe to Covid protocol
during the celebrations. Strict
restrictions have been imposed
on all festive processions and
yatras.

Traditions will not fade
even if people do not partici-
pate in big gatherings or
crowds, the commissioner of
police stated.

Meanwhile, the district
administration has also issued
a toll-free helpline number for
the benefit of the city dwellers.
People can now dial
18001805159 to draw attention
to any civic issue, related to
lights, drinking water, street
lamps and so on. All public
complaints will be resolved via
this phone line.

Prior permission has been
made mandatory to organise
any social, cultural and reli-
gious programme or event in
the city. For this, the adminis-
tration has decided to set up
new help desks. Officials from
all departments, namely the
PWD, Kanpur Municipal
Corporation, KESCo and
police will be deployed at the
help desk to ease the process for
the public. This one-stop pro-
vision will ensure that organ-
isers do not have to run from
one department to the other to
seek approval.

Besides, Municipal
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Shivasharanappa GN said that
time for business for all shops,
vegetable and fruit vendors
along with street hawkers
would be announced soon.
This decision would prevent
overcrowding in marketplaces
during the festive hours.
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Kanpur Development
Authority Vice Chairman

Arvind Singh gave
Mahanavami/Vijayadashami
gift to 12 'Gha' category
employees by promoting
them to clerical cadre on
Thursday.

With this, KDA will be
able to meet its requirement of
the workforce in the clerical
category.

Out of 49 applicants, 36
employees had taken the typ-
ing test conducted by an out-
side private institute on March
21. Of them, 12 were declared
successful for the written
examination. 

Their answer books were
evaluated by an associate pro-
fessor of a famous college. But
their interview for promo-
tion was pending for the past
several months.

With the issue coming to
the knowledge of the vice
chairman, Singh directed the
officer concerned to immedi-
ately conduct an interview of
these successful candidates
on Tuesday and submit the
report after which they were
promoted to clerical category
on Thursday.

The vice chairman asked
the promoted 12 employees to
discharge their duties with full
devotion in the interest of the
general masses.

KDA Vice Chairman
Arvind Singh also extended
his greetings to all the officers
and employees on the
occasion of
Navmi/Vijayadashmi.
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Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan
and Uttar Pradesh in the

northern region, Andhra
Pradesh in the southern region,
Bihar and Jharkhand in the
eastern region and Gujarat in
the western region are being
adversely affected by the exist-
ing power crisis even as the
Centre has gone all out to
ensure States are not badly hit.
There was no outage reported
in Delhi, though, on Thursday.

According to the grid reg-
ulator, Power System Operation
Corporation (POSOCO),
which regulates and maintains
all India data of electricity
demand and supply on a day to
day basis, Rajasthan, Punjab
and Haryana are the worst
affected, registering consider-
able supply deficits. Bihar and
Jharkhand  too are registering
supply deficits of 5.12 mega
units and 4.92 mega units
respectively and resorting to
eight to 10 hours of power cuts
these days.

Rajasthan witnessed 17.89
mega unit shortfall on October
13; Punjab 5.25 mega unit;
Haryana 8.73 mega unit and
Uttar Pradesh 1.92 mega unit.
Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh
regions witnessed a supply
deficit of upto 3.45 mega units.
There was no outage in Delhi.
On Thursday, the maximum
demand was recorded 4179

mega watt in Delhi which was
met by the discoms. Gujarat
faced a shortfall of 3.83 mega
units on October 13 and
Andhra Pradesh witnessed a
shortfall of 3.84 mega units.

The Ministry of Power on
Thursday claimed that the
coal-based capacity under out-
age due to coal shortage has
reduced. “Power System
Operation Corporation
Limited (POSOCO) has
reported that the total capaci-
ty of units under outage due to
low coal stocks has reduced
from 11 GW on 12th Oct to 5
GW on 14th October,” it said.

Union Coal Minister
Pralhad Joshi continued his vis-
its  to different coal mines to
take first-hand stock of on-
ground situation. After Dipka
mines in Chhattisgarh, he vis-
ited the Ashoka mines of the
Central Coalfields Ltd (CCL) at
Piparwar in Chatra district of
Jharkhand and held discussions

with officials of CCL and
Eastern Coalfields Ltd (ECL)
on the prevailing situation.

Increased economic activ-
ity after the second wave of the
coronavirus pandemic has dri-
ven up demand for coal, lead-
ing to a supply shortage, forc-
ing northern states such as
Bihar, Rajasthan and Jharkhand
to cut power for up to 14
hours a day.

According to the POSO-
CO, the power supply in India
fell about 830 mega units short
of demand during the first 13
days of October, largely due to
a coal shortage, a deficit of 1.6
per cent. The October shortfall
was already the biggest in
absolute terms for a single
month since November 2018,
even with 19 days of October
still left.

After meeting with the
CCL and ECL’s officials on
Thursday, the minister said
the power plants in the coun-
try will continue to receive the
required amount of coal. "We
are witnessing an improve-
ment now," he said, asked
about the current situation.
The minister said that closure
of some mines, and inundation
of a few others due to monsoon
led to the crisis but there is no
need to panic as the situation
is improving."We can produce
two million tonnes of coal per
day," he said, asserting the
need for producing more coal.
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The first-term board exam-
inations for Classes 10 and

12 will be conducted offline in
November-December and the
date-sheet for the same will be
announced on October 18, the
Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) said on
Thursday.

The board said the exams
will be objective-type and the
duration of the tests will be 90
minutes. The exams will start
from 11.30 am instead of 10.30
am, keeping in view the winter
season. Bifurcating the acade-
mic session, holding two term-
end exams and rationalising the

syllabus were part of the spe-
cial assessment scheme for
Classes 10 and 12 board exams
in 2021-22 announced by the
CBSE in July in view of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

"After the conduct of the
term-1 exams, the results in the
form of marks scored will be
declared. No student will be
placed in the pass, compart-
ment and essential repeat cat-
egories after the first term.
The final results will be
announced after the first and
the second-term examination,"
CBSE Examination Controller
Sanyam Bhardwaj said.

"Practical exams or internal
assessment will be completed in

schools before the first-term
exams are over. The marks
allotted will be 50 per cent of
the total marks and mentioned
in the syllabus. The schools will
be informed separately about
the full scheme so that they can
make the necessary prepara-

tions," he added.
Bhardwaj further said the

second-term examination
would be conducted in March-
April, 2022 and whether it will
be objective or subjective-type
will depend on the Covid sit-
uation in the country.
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Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya on

Thursday met former Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh,
admitted to the AIIMS here
after complaining of weakness
following a fever, and enquired
about his health even as Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
wished his predecessor a
speedy recovery. “I pray for the
good health and speedy recov-
ery of Dr Manmohan Singh Ji,”
PM Modi tweeted.

Former Congress chief
Rahul Gandhi also visited
AIIMS to enquire about the
health of the former PM and
wished him a speedy recovery.
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal also prayed for his
speedy recovery

Union minister Mukhtar
Abbas Naqvi, former Union
minister Ashwani Kumar,
Congress leader Mukul Wasnik
and Shiv Sena leader and Rajya
Sabha member Priyanka
Chaturvedi also wished Singh
a speedy recovery. Among oth-
ers, former Punjab chief min-
ister Amarinder Singh,
Congress leader Abhishek
Singhvi and NCP’s Nawab
Malik also prayed for the ex-
prime minister’s good health.

Singh was Wednesday
admitted to the AIIMS owing
to weakness and exhaustion.
The senior Congress leader,
who turned 89 last month,
had been undergoing treat-
ment for fever at home for the
last couple of days.
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With restrictions easing
during the festive season,

India's Covid-19 cases and
deaths are again surging. As per
the Union Health Ministry's
data, India on Thursday regis-
tered 3000 cases more than
what it did on Wednesday. 

In the last 24 hours, it
added 18,987 cases and 246
deaths while it was 15,823
infections and 226 deaths on

Wednesday, when the country
saw the lowest daily rise in
Covid cases since early March.

The Ministry has been
consistently warning the peo-
ple not to let their guard down
as virus can take ugly shape in
view of easing of restrictions in
crowded places amidst cele-
bration of festivities.

The active Covid cases in
India comprise 0.61 per cent of
the total infections, the lowest
since March 2020 -- the active

caseload at present is 2,07,653,
lowest in 214 days, said the
Ministry in a statement.

India's total Covid infec-
tion tally has reached
3,40,01,743 while the death
count has increased to 4,51,189.
A total of 13,25,399 tests were
conducted, taking the number
of cumulative tests conducted
so far to 58,63,63,442.

The national COVID-19
recovery rate was recorded at
98.06 per cent, highest since
March 2020. At least 22,844
recoveries in the last 24 hours
took the total number of recov-
eries to 3,33,42,901 in India.

The daily positivity rate -
number of positive cases iden-
tified per 100 - stands at 1.19
per cent, less than 3 per cent for
last 44 days. The weekly posi-
tivity rate stands at 1.46 per
cent in India. A total of
13,01,083 tests were conduct-
ed on Wednesday, taking the
number of cumulative tests
conducted so far for detection
of Covid-19 in the country to
58,76,64,525.
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The employment and earn-
ing generating “Hunar

Haats” for artisans and craft-
men may soon be linked with
the popular marketing websites
like Amazon and flipkart and
will also  be increasingly
focussing on the artisans
belonging to socially backward
Muslims. 

Continuing improvisation
in the " Hunar Haats", the
Union Ministry for minority
affairs will be setting
“Vishwakarma Vatika” in the
Haats across the country to
promote  traditional skills of
artisans and craftsmen where
they will also be displaying live
how India’s traditional and and
indigenous handmade prod-
ucts are made.

Database of artisans is
being prepared from across
the country to rope-in them
from the lowest-rung  to  the

Haats.
According to the ministry,

backward  castes among
Muslim artisans would be given
space in 'Vvishwakarma Vatika"
to showcase their products and
sell them directly or through
Government e Marketing
((GeM).

Sections of Muslim com-
munity such as Kahar, Kewat-
Mallah, Kumhar, Kunjda,
Gujjar, Gaddi-Ghosi, Qureshi,
Jogi, Mali, Teli, Darji, Nut,
Banjara, Badhyi, Chudidar,
Momin-Julaha, Mansuri,
Dhuniya, Rangrej, Lohar,
Halwayi, Hajjam, Dhobi,
Bhishti, Mochi, Raj-Mistri etc
will benefit by this improvisa-
tions of Haats, said the Ministry.

According to sources, gov-
ernment is in talks with the
marketing sites like Amazon
and flipcart to sell products of
the artisans.

Talking to media persons
here, Union Minister for

Minority Affairs Mukhtar
Abbas Naqvi said here that the
first of  “Vishwakarma Vatika”,
in “Hunar Haat”  will come -up
at Rampur , Uttar Pradesh,
which will be inaugurated by
Union Minister for Education
and Skill Development and
E n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p
Dharmendra Pradhan on 16th
October.

Union Minister of State for
Parliamentary Affairs and
Culture  Arjun Ram Meghwal
would also be present on the

occasion.
Proficient craftsmen,

sculptors, stonemasons, black-
smiths, carpenters, potter and
other artisans from across the
country, will give live demo of
hundreds of India’s traditional
art and craft at one place in
these "Vishwakarma Vatika",
Naqvi said.

The minister said that
about 700 artisans and crafts-
men from more than 30 States
and UTs including Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Delhi,

Nagaland, Madhya Pradesh,
Manipur, Bihar, Andhra
Pradesh, Jharkhand, Goa,
Punjab, Uttrakhand, Ladakh,
Karnataka, Gujarat, Haryana,
Jammu-Kashmir, West Bengal,
Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh,
Tamil Nadu and Kerala have
brought their indigenous prod-
ucts made with wood, brass,
bamboo, glass, cloth, paper,
clay etc at “Hunar Haat”, being
organised at  Rampur.

Naqvi said that besides
"Vocal for Local", the upcom-
ing "Hunar Haats" will also be
based on the theme of "Best
from Waste". Exquisite prod-
ucts made from used and dis-
carded items in households
such as Plastic, paper, ply,
wood, glass, ceramic, jute, cot-
ton, wool as well as banana
stems, sugarcane pulp, paddy
and wheat straw-stems, husk,
Tur, rubber, iron, brass,  etc will
be available in “Hunar Haat”
for sale and display.
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In an apparent reference to
her role in the 1971 war with

Pakistan that led to the creation
Bangladesh, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Thursday
praised former Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi saying she not
only led the country for a
number of years but also dur-
ing the times of war.

A couple of days ago,
Rajnath had kicked off a row by
asserting that freedom fighter
Savarkar filed mercy petitions
to the British after being told to
do so by Mahtama Gandhi,
prompting certain opposition

leaders to counter him.
In an address at a Shanghai

Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) seminar  on the role of
women in the armed forces, the
defence minister also  talked
about Rani Laxmi Bai and for-
mer president Pratibha Patil,
and said India has a positive
experience in harnessing
women's power in national
development.

"There are a number of
examples of women taking up
arms to protect their country
and the rights of the people
through history. Rani Laxmi
Bai is amongst the most
revered and respected amongst

them," he said.
"India's former prime min-

ister Indira Gandhi not only led
the country for a number of
years, she also did so during the
times of war. And more recent-
ly, Pratibha Patil was the pres-
ident of India and the supreme
commander of the Indian
armed forces," the defence
minister added.

"If Saraswati is our goddess
of knowledge, wisdom and
learning, mother Durga
remains associated with pro-
tection, strength, destruction
and war," he said.

"Women have been serving
with pride in the Indian

Military Nursing Service for
over 100 years now. The Indian
Army had commenced com-
missioning women officers in
1992. It has now moved to
inducting women officers in
most of the branches of the
Army," he said.

"Women are now being
accepted for permanent com-
mission and shall be com-
manding Army units and bat-
talions in the near future," he
added. Singh said women will
be able to join the premier tri-
service pre-commissioning
training institute, the National
Defence Academy, from next
year.

Referring to women's role
in the Navy, he said from hum-
ble beginnings in the Air
Traffic Control in 1993, the
women officers graduated to
being pilots of maritime recon-
naissance aircraft in 2016 and
are now being appointed
onboard warships since last
year.

"The Indian Coast Guard
has been employing women
officers in combat roles, which
include pilots, observers and
aviation support services. In the
Indian Air Force, women are
inducted in all roles, including
combat and support roles,"
Singh said.
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Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Thursday virtual-

ly conducted the final break-
through blast of the Sela tunnel
— the world's largest bi-lane
tunnel at an altitude of more
than 13,000 feet —in Arunachal
Pradesh and flagged of a 20,000-
km-long motorcycle expedition
of the Border Roads
Organisation (BRO). The virtual
breakthrough blast and the flag-
ging-off were conducted by the
Minister at the National War
Memorial here.

The tunnel will not only
strengthen national security, but
also augment the transportation
facilities for the local people and
consequently, boost their socio-

economic conditions, he said.
"This tunnel, which has

been made with state-of-the-art
features, will prove to be the life-
line for not just Tawang, but the
entire state of Arunachal
Pradesh," Singh said. 

The tunnel goes through
Sela Pass and is expected to cut
down the distance to the China
border through Tawang district
in Arunachal Pradesh by 10 km.
The construction work of the
tunnel is expected to be over by
June 2022.

"The breakthrough blast of
the Sela main tunnel shows
your (BRO's) hard work and
your commitment towards the
country's security and socio-
economic development," the
defence minister said.

He also flagged off a
motorcycle expedition of the
BRO.                Singh said 75
personnel of the BRO and the
Army will participate in the
motorcycle expedition that will
cover a distance of 20,000 km
passing through many states
and Union territories.

The Sela tunnel would cut

down the travel time between
the Army's 4 Corps headquar-
ters at Tezpur in Assam and
Tawang by at least an hour.
Moreover, it would ensure that
National Highway 13, espe-
cially the 171-km stretch
between Bomdila and Tawang,
remains accessible in all weath-
er conditions.
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Actor Norah Fatehi on
Thursday appeared before

the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) here for recording her
statement in connection with a
money laundering case worth
over Rs 200 crore against
alleged conman Sukesh
Chandrasekar.

Fatehi, 29, appeared before
the investigating officer of the
case at the ED’s office here.

Her statement is being
recorded under the provisions
of the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) in
connection with a money laun-
dering case filed against
Chandrashekar and his actor
wife Leena Maria Paul, sources
said.

The ED had earlier ques-
tioned actor Jacqueline

Fernandes in this case. She is
expected to depose again
before the agency.

Both the actors are under-
stood to be cooperating with
the agency in taking the money
laundering probe forward as
they themselves had been
allegedly conned in the racket
run by  Chandrashekhar and
his wife.

Chandrasekhar and his
wife were recently arrested by
the ED following an order from
the PMLA court while they
were already lodged in jail after
they were arrested by the Delhi
Police on charges of cheating
some people including some
high-profile individuals includ-
ing former Fortis Healthcare
promoter Shivinder Mohan
Singh's wife Aditi Singh.

In August, the ED had
searched some of

Chandrasekhar's premises and
seized a sea-facing bungalow in
Chennai, Rs 82.5 lakh cash and
over a dozen luxurious cars.

The agency had claimed in
a statement that
Chandrasekhar is a "known
conman" and is being probed
by the Delhi Police in a case of
alleged criminal conspiracy,
cheating and extortion to the
tune of about Rs 200 crore.

"Chandrasekhar is the
mastermind of this fraud. He
has been part of the crime
world since the age of 17. He
has multiple FIRs against him
and is presently lodged in
Rohini jail (in connection with
the Delhi Police case)," the ED
had said.

Despite being in the jail, it
said, Chandrasekhar "did not
stop conning" people, the ED
said.
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Punya Salila Srivastava,
a1993 batch AGMUT cadre

officer, was on Thursday
appointed as Additional
Secretary in the Prime
Minister’s Office. 

She was Additional
Secretary in the Union Home
Ministry and was holding the
charge of spokesperson of the
Ministry, especially during
Covid times.

Meanwhile, 1994 batch
Tamil Nadu cadre officer
Amuda Periyasamy, Additional
Secretary, has been repatriated

from PMO to her parent cadre. 
Srivastava's appointment

comes a couple of days after
former I&B Secretary Amit
Khare was appointed as
Advisor to the Prime Minister.
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New Delhi: Prime Minister Narendra Modi will deliver a video
address at an event organised by the Defence Ministry to ded-
icate seven new defence companies, carved out of the erst-
while Ordnance Factory Board, to the nation on the auspi-
cious occasion of Vijayadashami on Friday, the PMO said on
Thursday. PNS
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Xiao Ping. But how far would
it have gone had the American
gates for its goods not opened
up? China’s goods are not
products of its own technolo-
gy, but the result of very diligent
copying, politely called ‘reverse
engineering’. The cheap cost of
Chinese goods can be attrib-
uted to virtually free grants of
land and throwaway interest
rates for term loans to local
entrepreneurs and of course,
low wages to its workers, at least
in the early phase of China’s
meteoric rise.

This is in contrast to Japan’s
manufactures — automobiles,
electronic goods, computers,
watches, et al. These are not
only original but also largely
unsurpassed by other countries.
Militarily too, unlike Japan,
China does not have a sufficient
tradition. Strangely, the People’s
Liberation Army (PLA; China’s
armed forces) belongs to the
Communist Party of China
and not to the country.
Moreover, China’s armed forces
are not made up of volunteers
but mostly conscripts. It is one
thing for anyone to be prepared
to give his life for his country;
it is difficult to fight with the
same spirit for a political party,
which can rise and fall, like the
Congress in India, for instance.
Else, there can be factional

feuds too within a party, which
partly explains a vast number
of Chinese soldiers losing their
lives in most skirmishes and
small battles they have been
involved in, over the last few
decades. Also, more crucially,
the Chinese armed forces have
not been involved in fighting
since 1979 when they invaded
Vietnam, a war where the yel-
low giant took a beating.

Battle experience is more
important than training, in
order to be a soldier. A battle
hardened soldier is far more
dependable than a well-trained
recruit. Anyone who has not
faced bullets is unpredictable in
a combat situation, as to how
he would react when the shoot-
ing begins. Today’s PLA may
not have a single soldier who
has faced actual combat.

In the meantime, the
aggressive behaviour displayed
by China’s political leadership
has antagonised many coun-
tries. North Korea and Pakistan
apart, it is difficult to think of
a Chinese ally. While North
Korea’s army is large and
marches excellently in military
parades, it has not felt a bullet
since 1953, which is 68 years
hence. In contrast, the Indian
army was originally founded by
the British, who were amongst
the best trained armed forces

other than the German ones.
The country has fought five
wars, as well as continual insur-
gencies in eastern India and
Kashmir.

China is presumably mil-
itarily as mighty as most peo-
ple worry. Taiwan is a major
issue with the current leader-
ship in Beijing. The South
China Sea is another flash-
point. The Himalayas in India’s
north are potentially the third
one. There are Japan and
Taiwan, which for their size
have excellent air forces. There
is Australia further south. All
that is necessary is for the USA
to open its treasury of
advanced weaponry. The rest
of the allies are strong enough
to halt the yellow giant from
going any farther, if not actu-
ally force it to take a few steps
back in its aggressiveness.

This is also imperative
because China’s much-hyped
rise has already happened. In
other words, China is no longer
rising but has risen. The win-
dow of opportunity to grab
global hegemony is closing.
And that makes the situation
as dangerous as it was in 1914. 

(The writer is a well-known
columnist, an author and a for-
mer Member of the Rajya
Sabha. The views expressed are
personal.)

�����������	����
������
�
	���
Sir — As the matter stands, we are mak-
ing a pertinent move to get rid of the
COVID-19 pandemic as the number of
deaths and the number of cases are reduc-
ing day by day. We are taking resolute
actions to reduce the caseload and the
people's cooperation is needed in this
direction. As the COVID-19 hangs over
the Dussehra celebrations, we must not
fall prey to the eyeing ‘rakshasa’ in the
form of the virus. Celebrations are a nec-
essary part of social living as they spread
an ethos of joy and togetherness. However,
reckless celebrations can lead to conse-
quences that we would not want.

We are all waiting for the D-Day with
baited breath when the nation will
announce the clearance of the outbreak.
The Genie will be out of the bottle and
Coronavirus will take its place. Once bot-
tled, it will be thrown deep into the sea
never to be found again. Until then, we
must celebrate the triumph of good over
evil in a safe and planned way.

Jayanthy Subramaniam | Coimbatore
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Sir — Defence Minister Rajnath Singh’s
claim that Vinayak Damodar Savarkar
submitted mercy petitions to the British
at Mahatma Gandhi’s behest is not cor-
roborated by historical facts. It was a vain
attempt at whitewashing Savarkar’s rep-
utation as part of the project to rewrite his-
tory to present Hindu Right’s past in a
good light. Rajnath Singh’s claim was a
distortion of facts; it is demolished by the
fact that the mercy petitions submitted by
Savarkar in 1911 and 1913 preceded
Mahatma Gandhi’s return from South
Africa and his joining the freedom move-
ment in 1915. The mercy petitions pre-
dated Mahatma Gandhi’s article. 

The words in his petitions were not
worthy of being called a freedom fight-
er. He pledged loyalty to the British crown
and appealed to its ‘manifold beneficence’
to secure his release from the Andaman
Cellular Jail. It cannot be helped if the
Hindutva brigade suffers from a sense of
inferiority due to its non-participation in

the freedom struggle and worse, its col-
laboration with the British colonials in
India. At this rate, the BJP may soon pro-
ject and celebrate Savarkar as India’s fore-
most freedom fighter, relegating the true
freedom fighters who refused to cower
before the might of the British Empire.

G David Milton | Maruthancode

���������������	�������
Sir — Outlandishly, India's contiguous
neighbour China’s expansionist shenani-
gans are far from over with as many as 13
rounds of military talks between the two
sides coming to naught. Ironically, China
comes to the table every time with new
conditions for de-escalation on Ladakh
borders. As If this was not enough,
Beijing, in a bid to dishearten Indian del-
egations for the confabulations on Sunday,
has also taken an irrational exception to
a visit by India's Vice President M
Venkaiah Naidu to Arunachal Pradesh on
Wednesday. 

In a reaction, External Affairs
Ministry spokesperson Arindam Bagchi
has also read the Chinese side the Riot
Act, asserting that Arunachal Pradesh is
an integral and inalienable part of India
and, hence, Indian leaders keep visiting
the State at will or when an occasion
demands. He further reminded that the
unilateral attempts by the Chinese side
to alter the status quo on the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) in the Western side
of India-China border against the bilat-
eral agreements, are responsible for the
ongoing imbroglio. Ironically, in a 'pot
calling the kettle black' scenario, the
Western Command of China's People's
Liberation Army's (PLA) has blamed that
India insisted on 'unreasonable and
unrealistic demands to add difficulties to
the negotiations'.

Azhar A Khan | Rampur
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It is true that Xi Jinping’s
China is by now sufficiently
worked up, for whatever rea-
sons. It also is increasingly

apparent that China has to be
stopped in its tracks, if the world
is not to plunge into a devastating
war. Had Europe, Britain and
France in particular, done likewise
in 1936, WWII would have prob-
ably been averted.
Notwithstanding Germany being
bound by the Treaty of Versailles
in 1919, forced to downsize its mil-
itary and remain peaceful, its
Fuhrer Adolf Hitler ordered his
troops to seize the demilitarised
Rhineland — formerly German
territory — in 1936, in complete
violation of the Treaty. No
European power did or even said
anything. Germany’s generals,
who were then reluctant to precip-
itate another armed conflict, began
having faith in their Fuhrer’s sup-
posed strategic calibre.

In 1938, just two years after
Rhineland, Britain’s Prime
Minister Neville Chamberlain
and France’s PM Edouard
Daladier promptly accepted
Hitler’s invitation to a conference
in Munich to settle the
Sudetenland issue. This
Czechoslovakian province was
substantially German-speaking.
The Fuhrer wanted it for the
greater glory of his fatherland. The
visiting leaders promptly con-
ceded this demand without so
much as even consulting the
Czechoslovaks. Chamberlain pub-
licly eulogised the success of this
conference as having achieved
“peace in our time”. This conclu-
sively convinced the Germans
that their Fuhrer knew what he
was doing.

The inevitable happened
thereafter. Austria was the next to
be gobbled, as part of greater
Germany, without a shot. In
September next year, Poland was
overrun in less than six weeks,
with France capitulating in a sim-
ilar duration in 1940. Had the
French and British resisted Nazi
Germany, which was militarily less
prepared in 1936, Hitler would
possibly have lost power or stayed
away from such military adven-
tures.

China is much better pre-
pared, economically and militar-
ily. It has progressed leaps and
bounds, particularly after Deng
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With the Government of India
opening up ‘Space’, the private
sector is all set for their time
under the sun. For over five

decades, ISRO has been the mainstay for
all space related activities under the
Department of Space (DOS) which is
directly overseen by the Prime Minister. It
has to its credit various successful missions
from being the world first space agency to
find water on the moon to having the
world’s largest constellation of remote-sens-
ing satellites and two satellite navigation sys-
tems namely, GAGAN and NAVIC.

Currently the Indian Space industry
accounts for a mere $7 billion in the ris-
ing $360-billion global space market.
Despite its huge and undisputed achieve-
ments, ISRO, by its own admission, has
been falling short in meeting the ever-
increasing demands for space-based appli-
cations and services within India.  Almost
every sector starting from agriculture, fish-
ing, transport, weather department, oil and
gas, and urban development are dependent
on space and satellite technologies for their
businesses.

The move to open India’s space pro-
grammes to private players is a break-
through act and the world is watching keen-
ly to see how feasible it will be for them to
come in with their facilities and services and
set up shop here. The private industry,
which was unable to compete due to their
limited roles earlier, can now participate in
the entire gamut of space activitiesnot just
as a vendor but as partners. ISRO infra-
structure, scientific and technical resources,
and even data for space programmes are
accessible to the private industry. The
Indian National Space Promotion and
Authorization Cente (IN-SPACe) is set to
act as a facilitator and a regulator; it will
be an interface between ISRO and private
players to facilitate the best use of resources.

The space start-up segment in India
looks vibrant and is doing extraordinary
work in upstream, in-orbit and down-
stream segments. A multitude of private
players and young start-ups encouraged
with new age investors having a better risk
appetite and patience for projects with long
gestation period, are setting up ventures
from launch facilities, satellite thrusters,
mm Wave and optical communication
Links, Satellite manufacturing, earth obser-
vation applications, Space Situational
Awareness (SSA), Collision detection,
Debris mitigation and de-orbiting et cetera.

The entry of large organisations has
enabled start-ups and MSMEs to play a crit-
ical role in the value chain. Currently, there
are around 500 firms directly and indirect-
ly engaged with space technologies and a
score of start-ups are engaged with the
Government. 

As a nation India has immense entre-
preneurial spirit which has never been
more pronounced than the recent difficult
times of pandemic and with youngest sets
of founders creating disruptive technolo-
gy and business models in the field of
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The climate change nego-
tiations are held period-
ically under the banner

of United Nations Forum for
Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCC) among par-
ticipating countries through
Conferences of Parties (CoP).
The next CoP is the 26th and
scheduled to be held in
Glasgow in November. Former
British Cabinet Minister Alok
Sharma, chairperson for CoP
26, has exhorted the countries
to agree for ambitious emission
reduction targets that will lead
to net zero emission by 2050.
He had red-flagged the sixth
report of Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change
(IPC) report published in
2021. World leaders will arrive
in Glasgow like a jamboree and
with several thousand negotia-
tors, Government and business

representatives in tow for
twelve days of talks.

One of the important fea-
tures of this year’s CoP will be
taking stock of the Nationally
Determined Contributions of
the countries they were asked
to bring after five years since
the Paris agreement. One of
the issues will be to see how the
countries are going to fare in
controlling the rise in atmos-
pheric temperature to 1.5
degree Celsius. The partici-
pants in CoP 26 will have to
agree to step-up phasing out
coal, curtail deforestation,
speed up the switch to electric
vehicles and encourage invest-
ment in renewables. Apart
from mobilising finances for
climate change adaptations, it
will be necessary to build
warning systems and resilient
infrastructure and agriculture

to avoid loss of homes, liveli-
hoods and even lives.

The sixth report of IPC
indicates longer term changes
in the Earth’s climate. The
report clearly proves that dur-
ing 2015 to 2021 each subse-
quent year has been hotter
than the previous one and
2021 is proving to be the sixth
hottest year ever recorded.
The report states that global
warming has constantly
increased during the previous
four decades compared to the
80 years before. The report
vividly describes the human
activities responsible for this

rise in temperature and conse-
quent climatic vagaries being
notices every year with
increasing intensity resulting in
acute hardship to the poor and
disadvantaged sections of the
world population.

It would be interesting to
quote the sixth assessment
report of the IPC for larger
public demonstration and
stern warning to the policy
makers. It says: “Observed
changes in the atmosphere,
oceans, cryosphere and bios-
phere provide unequivocal
evidence of a world that has
warmed. Over the past sever-
al decades, key indicators of
the climate system are
increasingly at levels unseen
in centuries to millennia, and
are changing at rates unprece-
dented in at least the last
2,000 years.”

Specifically, global mean
surface temperature has
increased by 1.09 C between
the pre-industrial baseline
period 1850-1900 and the
most recent decade of 2011-
20. This was more likely than
not the warmest in roughly
125,000 years. Similarly, the
rainfall pattern will change to
extremities in volume and
intensity resulting in excessive
rainfall within few days and
then prolong draughts in all
over the world. As for sea ice,
between the decades of 1979-
88 and 2010-19, the average
monthly August-October
Arctic sea ice area shrunk by
around one quarter with a loss
of around two million square
kilometres of ice.

In a nutshell, this assess-
ment of IPC is a grim
reminder for the world lead-

ers to have a time-bound
action plan for the next five to
10 years to achieve the targets
set by the Paris agreement for
2030. In this regard, the
United States after returning
to the negotiating table, must
shoulder the responsibility to
lead the developed world.

The negotiators must
draw lessons from ‘Carbix’ a
company co-founded by an
Indian, Vinit Dighe, and J.
Sammy in Quincy,
Massachusetts, USA. They
develop reactors to harness
carbon dioxide from emission
streams generated by waste to
energy plants, geo-thermal
plants, water desalination and
natural gas plants. They tar-
get cement manufacturing
which alone contribute to
eight percent carbon emis-
sion. They use the emissions

to produce minerals like cal-
cium carbonate and lime-
stone while at the same time
remaining carbon negative. 

It is like catching the
emissions and converting
them into valuable minerals.
There is a huge scope for a
permanent carbon seques-
tration market. It would be
appropriate if Environment
Minister Bhupendra Yadav
invites the Indian innovator
who is breaking new ground
on climate change mitiga-
tion to have a tie-up with
Indian industries to pro-
duce minerals out of emis-
sions. India could then be a
world leader not only in cli-
mate change innovation but
also effectively control pol-
lutants and use pollution as
a raw material for mineral
production. 
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micro-satellites, advanced rocket
propulsion, launch vehicles, AI,
Robotics, deep intelligence, etc., this
segment is ready to find its wings
given the right conditions. However,
despite having 60 years of experi-
ence and expertise in space missions
and satellite communications, India
lacks on many fronts.

The start-ups lack resources and
technology to handle independent
space programmes. And even
though the private sector firms can
now use ISRO’s infrastructure and
resources, there is no clarity on the
processes involved, the time frame
for the sanctions and permissions
etc. An easier facilitation center to
deal and help the Start-ups in a time
bound manner will go a long way
in helping in this.

Lack of enabling policies makes
the start-ups move to other geogra-
phies to set shop -- regulatory and
financial barriers create uncertain-
ty for young businesses which is
detrimental in this large-invest-
ment and slow ROI segment. These
barriers force the young entrepre-
neurs to look for environment that
offers easier prospects. 

Access to satellite spectrum is a
basic issue across the industry and
is a critical to the success of this seg-
ment. Presently there is no clarity on
the availability of satcom spec-
trum. Without policy level certain-
ty on spectrum allocation the young
start-ups will find it very difficult to
conduct routine telemetry, telecom-
mand and payload data opera-
tions. 

There are three distinct autho-
risations/licenses that are required,
viz., GMPCS, VSAT, INSAT MSS
and the license categories under the
Universal Licensing do notoffer
any clarity for satellite services for
the business in the upstream and

downstream sectors. It is time for
India to consider start-up-friendly
licensing regime like the short-term
experimental licensing by ISRO
for their tie ups with the Universities
for their Satellite Missions. 

The Department of Space’s cur-
rent combined role as licensor, mar-
ket regulator and satellite operator,
is causing a conflict of interest with
private satellite builders and satcom
service providers. Further there is
DOT, DOS, WPC, INSPACE, and
NSIL creating multiple layers per-
missions and asks, hampering the
ease of doing business scenario for
the sector. A clear delineation of
functions is necessary for the com-
mercial units to not seek places else-
where to start their entity. 

The new rules allow foreign
companies to set-up facilities in
India and enables 100 per cent FDI
in the space sector which is a pos-
itive move and could give rise to sev-
eral joint ventures. This paves the
way for collaborative development
of satellites, huge investment, job
creation leading to enhanced GDP
growth. 

Currently, too many layers of
taxes at various levels including GST,
revenue share, multiple DOT, DOS
charges and withholding tax, etc.,
has led to almost one third of the
entrepreneurs actively looking at
relocating out of India to reduce
compliance and tax burdens.
Countries like Singapore, Hong
Kong and Malaysia offer a far more
structured and rationalised tax
structure than India and it makes
more business sense for the entre-
preneurs to shift base there.

There are several accelerator
programmes run by the
Government to promote the start-
up ecosystem. India is the third
largest start-up ecosystem in the

world after the US and China and
this is one more chance for the seg-
ment to grab their chance at suc-
ceeding. 

There are challenges ahead,
there is no doubt. India has 140
incubators and accelerators com-
pared to China and the US which
have over 2,400 and 1,500 incuba-
tors and accelerators, respectively.
There is an urgent need to simpli-
fy regulation around registrations,
bankruptcy laws, grants, invest-
ments etc to get entrepreneurs back
into the system.

ISRO and the Government have
a crucial role to play in resolving the
policy gaps and loopholes by assur-
ing the star-tups and private sector
of a lucrative market for their prod-
ucts and services. A large-scale
market opportunity awaits the pri-
vate players in the upstream sector
to engage in the manufacturing
design and development of high-
tech spacecrafts and in proliferation
of the satcom applications in down-
stream sector. Regulators and rele-
vant authorities need to work close-
ly with emerging start-ups to bring
about much needed reforms and
incentives that allow industry to
operate locally for the country to
benefit from their success.  

Space is a global phenomenon
and India must not allow itself to
miss the opportunity to be at the top
of this frontier. Policies must be har-
monised with the global best prac-
tices. Developments and standards
need to be on par with the rest of
the world. 

The industryhas the where-
withal to grow and contribute sig-
nificantly both in terms of techno-
logical development and GDP
growth, thus becoming a true part-
ner to the Government on India’s
journey towards space and beyond.
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Script Open High Low LTP
IRCTC 5004.00 5593.85 4997.05 5467.35
TATAMOTORS 532.40 532.40 491.95 497.45
TATAPOWER 235.10 236.25 220.70 222.45
ITC 252.60 261.80 250.30 256.55
WIPRO 698.00 739.80 695.00 707.55
ADANIPORTS 765.20 817.45 764.05 811.90
TCS 3650.00 3671.00 3608.40 3611.30
MINDTREE 4590.00 4937.15 4550.00 4693.20
ZEEL 319.60 321.35 311.50 319.30
INFY 1744.00 1784.05 1698.25 1715.50
TRIDENT 40.90 41.25 37.50 38.70
TATACHEM 1144.00 1144.00 1078.85 1083.95
BHEL 77.00 77.75 73.95 74.30
VEDL 324.80 342.40 323.90 331.95
RECLTD 161.30 168.65 159.85 164.80
TATAMTRDVR 268.90 275.00 240.60 247.70
HCLTECH 1288.00 1293.00 1244.35 1250.90
DMART 5187.00 5420.00 5179.90 5329.65
HDFCBANK 1642.45 1690.00 1639.05 1685.90
SBIN 482.40 493.95 482.00 490.50
SAIL 123.00 125.80 122.45 124.20
IDEA 10.79 10.87 10.71 10.75
TATASTEEL 1375.00 1390.00 1354.30 1373.65
RELIANCE 2705.00 2717.70 2687.15 2699.85
CANBK 187.85 195.00 186.85 193.55
TECHM 1425.00 1459.00 1411.00 1430.25
CHOLAFIN 597.50 609.65 586.30 592.00
INDIACEM 200.70 221.80 198.75 214.40
DABUR 627.00 627.80 612.65 615.65
NLCINDIA 72.00 78.80 70.30 77.80
INDHOTEL 232.40 237.50 221.50 229.45
JINDALSTEL 438.00 453.85 432.70 446.50
IDBI 59.20 64.10 59.20 62.60
IEX 802.20 802.35 784.20 792.85
ADANIPOWER 108.60 112.05 107.55 112.05
ADANIENT 1573.00 1656.35 1573.00 1646.45
NATIONALUM 107.50 108.75 105.45 107.55
LT 1766.20 1817.95 1766.20 1789.10
IBREALEST 152.90 166.50 151.70 164.05
NAUKRI 6800.05 7180.00 6800.05 6982.20
GODREJPROP 2488.00 2598.00 2461.10 2496.00
PNB 41.70 42.75 41.70 42.55
SRF 2411.00 2458.00 2403.05 2411.75
HINDZINC 349.20 364.45 345.10 346.95
MPHASIS 3210.00 3455.30 3210.00 3266.40
DLF 430.00 444.60 429.60 434.95
FEDERALBNK 94.85 95.45 92.80 93.15
COALINDIA 190.50 191.80 182.40 183.75
HINDALCO 514.00 523.30 508.35 516.00
IOC 131.80 135.50 131.05 134.45
MARUTI 7530.00 7559.10 7445.00 7490.60
LAURUSLABS 633.25 652.90 628.60 650.95
JUBLFOOD 4531.25 4567.60 4395.05 4409.25
BPCL 460.90 462.10 458.10 459.15
HDFCAMC 2911.95 2964.30 2901.25 2949.65
BAJFINANCE 7989.95 7989.95 7813.00 7860.00
PFC 143.00 152.95 142.70 149.10
UNIONBANK 44.80 46.75 44.45 44.80
BSOFT 426.90 434.00 426.85 430.15
M&M 937.95 945.95 922.55 931.65
METROPOLIS 2717.25 2724.85 2630.85 2648.20
NTPC 148.00 150.55 146.85 149.45
HINDUNILVR 2663.90 2676.55 2620.90 2648.80
MCX 2030.00 2134.90 2024.40 2067.45
BANKBARODA 88.05 89.35 88.05 88.70
POWERGRID 200.45 205.85 198.40 204.50
IBULHSGFIN 238.50 241.95 236.60 237.55
ICICIBANK 711.00 729.50 709.55 727.10
BHARTIARTL 690.15 693.80 682.00 686.15
HFCL 76.90 79.00 75.80 79.00
NMDC 152.05 154.35 152.05 153.40
TATACONSUM 860.00 862.35 846.05 849.00
COFORGE 5390.00 5785.80 5390.00 5594.00
CENTURYTEX 945.55 1003.25 942.45 962.40
LTI 6064.00 6265.00 6026.95 6098.10
FSL 209.80 222.65 209.45 217.75
PERSISTENT 4100.00 4289.40 4098.20 4220.00
DRREDDY 4934.00 5007.00 4922.30 4959.70
PVR 1728.00 1731.35 1710.00 1712.30
DELTACORP 286.90 294.55 278.30 289.95
L&TFH 92.60 95.10 92.30 94.15
DIXON 5584.15 5648.80 5490.00 5514.90
WELCORP 148.20 150.50 145.10 148.05
ASHOKLEY 149.70 149.70 143.50 144.75
HAVELLS 1421.00 1479.15 1408.05 1473.95
BAJAJFINSV 18251.00 18543.60 18223.80 18520.00
GRASIM 1689.75 1775.00 1680.90 1754.10
INDIAMART 9500.00 9665.95 9323.00 9400.00
ISEC 875.00 885.00 850.75 872.55
AXISBANK 796.35 803.85 788.00 802.00
LTTS 4800.00 4977.35 4727.05 4818.70
DEEPAKNI 2909.00 2957.00 2878.60 2897.55
HINDCOPPER 128.90 138.00 128.90 132.25
TATAELXSI 6290.00 6357.80 6200.05 6255.45
ONGC 161.00 161.80 158.65 159.00
BEML 1529.95 1680.00 1509.60 1658.75
IDFCFIRSTB 48.65 49.80 48.65 49.35
INDIANB 163.95 167.50 161.10 164.45
UPL 750.00 759.00 745.75 748.90
MOTHERSUMI 255.90 257.60 245.35 246.45
CAMS 3082.65 3100.00 3055.00 3062.30
INDUSINDBK 1185.00 1215.00 1162.50 1209.90
VENKYS 3168.00 3250.00 3143.05 3183.85
HEROMOTOCO 2925.60 2944.20 2900.05 2928.05
TITAN 2559.80 2583.90 2533.15 2563.15
OBEROIRLTY 974.00 1007.00 950.10 956.70
BATAINDIA 2086.50 2126.05 2068.00 2112.60

IGL 521.85 521.85 509.00 510.20
JSWSTEEL 691.00 699.00 683.15 692.85
LUPIN 960.00 968.30 945.00 946.10
ESCORTS 1513.35 1545.00 1508.00 1518.25

GAIL 160.70 163.50 159.65 160.05
INDUSTOWER 297.05 310.95 297.05 306.45
DIVISLAB 5246.00 5387.80 5230.05 5383.00
HDFC 2764.65 2815.00 2752.25 2808.65
BAJAJ-AUTO 3953.00 4009.65 3953.00 3963.00
CIPLA 916.65 920.95 909.70 911.50
SBICARD 1110.00 1141.75 1103.15 1134.95
SUZLON 7.17 7.25 6.99 7.06
ASIANPAINT 3349.00 3349.00 3290.00 3297.00
AUROPHARMA 735.00 736.65 724.55 726.65
PEL 2807.85 2853.60 2802.10 2836.80
TATACOFFEE 235.90 237.85 227.90 230.40
NETWORK18 68.95 81.00 68.95 78.90
ALOKTEXT 26.40 27.00 25.90 26.10
TVSMOTOR 583.10 588.65 571.25 583.50
VAKRANGEE 45.45 45.60 43.55 44.30
ULTRACEMCO 7449.40 7457.15 7341.80 7403.50
OFSS 4825.00 4895.90 4715.00 4780.90
BANKINDIA 59.80 61.20 59.30 59.90
HAL 1395.25 1466.00 1395.00 1443.85
CESC 91.35 96.25 91.00 93.75
AMBUJACEM 404.15 414.60 404.15 408.55
CYIENT 1104.40 1172.35 1103.30 1158.00
CUB 168.80 172.80 168.25 171.15
KPITTECH 348.70 354.05 338.60 340.45
ICICIPRULI 659.00 661.30 650.00 651.75
SWSOLAR 466.95 466.95 435.35 439.80
TATAINVEST 1708.00 1734.00 1643.25 1663.35
SIEMENS 2274.85 2306.60 2252.65 2265.85
CONCOR 692.00 696.00 675.05 678.10
GUJALKALI 790.10 839.80 770.30 823.95
SUNTV 546.30 559.80 537.75 553.50
SBILIFE 1200.00 1200.00 1174.00 1183.80
GMRINFRA 45.20 45.60 43.20 43.40
SOUTHBANK 10.43 10.74 10.41 10.46
SRTRANSFIN 1385.50 1399.50 1357.20 1378.00
TRENT 1180.00 1180.00 1145.70 1154.20
POLYCAB 2562.00 2609.65 2538.00 2563.50
INTELLECT 688.55 719.00 688.55 706.55
BANDHANBNK 328.45 330.80 319.00 322.75
HDFCLIFE 701.50 703.20 693.10 693.95
OIL 231.75 242.90 230.25 235.15
JINDALSAW 118.00 124.50 116.90 122.00
SPICEJET 77.80 78.20 76.15 76.50
HAPPSTMNDS 1397.95 1434.00 1395.00 1411.80
APOLLOHOSP 4379.15 4428.00 4313.45 4336.00
DEEPAKFERT 420.90 434.95 416.40 421.90
INDIGO 2015.00 2090.00 2015.00 2071.60
BHARATFORG 811.65 816.55 795.05 800.70
LICHSGFIN 450.00 450.00 441.30 443.40
INFIBEAM 50.40 53.00 49.40 51.85
LAXMIMACH 8299.40 9160.00 8299.40 8975.35
M&MFIN 187.65 187.90 184.55 185.35
DBL 727.00 734.75 690.05 696.15
ACC 2272.00 2349.50 2270.50 2311.75
TV18BRDCST 44.40 46.35 43.10 45.65
RVNL 30.25 31.75 30.25 30.70
RAIN 240.10 244.00 239.00 239.75
FORTIS 268.25 275.95 265.00 274.30
MRF 86250.00 86859.50 84964.75 85061.00
LALPATHLAB 3790.00 3790.00 3677.00 3683.65
BEL 209.80 212.50 209.00 210.50
ABFRL 268.65 271.30 261.75 264.50
CADILAHC 548.00 551.95 543.20 544.20
IOLCP 600.00 614.65 589.55 607.55
GUJGAS 636.00 638.00 623.80 628.40
SUNPHARMA 843.00 849.90 838.65 841.75
SCI 144.00 145.45 139.95 141.90
LEMONTREE 55.00 55.30 53.45 54.90
WOCKPHARMA 489.00 497.70 481.80 490.05
KALPATPOWR 436.95 448.25 436.95 444.50
AUBANK 1211.00 1227.00 1188.90 1196.00
KOTAKBANK 2015.00 2025.00 1985.50 2016.10
POWERINDIA 2480.10 2749.00 2448.95 2626.50
RBLBANK 194.20 194.90 189.35 191.65
HINDPETRO 322.00 335.80 322.00 331.35
SONATSOFTW 921.00 948.00 921.00 934.05
RELAXO 1366.30 1366.30 1341.50 1351.50
APOLLOTYRE 239.95 243.50 237.65 239.90
HATHWAY 26.45 27.60 26.10 26.80
ASTRAL 2340.00 2428.70 2327.80 2343.50
NHPC 29.80 31.20 29.05 30.85
EXIDEIND 188.05 188.80 185.50 186.05
STLTECH 280.00 286.90 280.00 281.95
REDINGTON 149.00 155.85 147.50 153.20
BOSCHLTD 18150.00 18171.95 17815.00 17867.60
EICHERMOT 2890.00 2922.90 2845.60 2854.15
ROUTE 2301.40 2301.40 2208.00 2222.05
GNFC 476.25 488.70 467.00 475.20

ZENSARTECH 501.65 523.05 501.65 508.55
RAJESHEXPO 646.00 669.80 641.35 645.15
ABCAPITAL 108.05 108.95 107.40 107.60
ALLCARGO 284.00 294.35 282.15 287.20
HSCL 51.10 51.35 50.35 50.65
JAICORPLTD 142.20 142.55 137.80 137.90
GSFC 138.50 140.00 134.80 136.20
CANFINHOME 691.00 705.40 688.00 698.05
MMTC 45.85 48.60 45.85 47.10
EIDPARRY 481.00 487.95 468.65 483.80
JSWENERGY 400.00 408.70 390.10 395.35
WELSPUNIND 164.50 164.70 160.30 161.15
SHREECEM 27999.00 28291.85 27910.00 27995.75
COROMANDEL 872.55 887.35 861.05 863.40
GLENMARK 526.30 534.85 523.10 524.75
AARTIIND 1108.00 1127.20 1101.90 1107.00
JKCEMENT 3350.00 3510.00 3350.00 3434.10
PRESTIGE 464.00 471.85 451.00 455.50
GARFIBRES 3624.50 3895.50 3624.50 3850.00
PIDILITIND 2490.00 2518.10 2468.00 2481.00
STAR 599.00 605.80 588.10 592.60
BERGEPAINT 837.80 856.90 830.95 839.25
JUSTDIAL 940.00 957.15 914.70 937.80
MAHSEAMLES 469.00 494.70 456.05 485.10
BALAMINES 4450.00 4555.90 4444.90 4463.65
WESTLIFE 640.00 640.00 580.00 584.70
RAMCOCEM 976.20 1019.50 976.20 992.05
WHIRLPOOL 2500.00 2516.55 2434.30 2443.35
FRETAIL 57.40 57.55 55.80 56.15
GRSE 227.00 235.70 219.35 220.90
ITI 125.90 133.40 124.70 128.05
JSLHISAR 318.00 328.40 317.70 319.20
PTC 138.80 138.80 132.00 133.55
VOLTAS 1325.00 1330.00 1310.20 1327.65
MINDAIND 832.50 833.60 786.25 793.55
GPPL 112.50 115.75 112.35 113.30
GODREJCP 1073.00 1073.00 1037.60 1040.60
PAGEIND 37410.00 37750.00 37000.10 37399.35
MGL 1095.00 1095.00 1064.35 1067.20
JAMNAAUTO 100.00 100.80 97.00 98.95
SHILPAMED 650.00 657.95 624.65 639.10
UBL 1736.05 1740.60 1702.00 1709.65
VIPIND 583.45 587.90 572.00 575.30
NOCIL 309.50 313.50 305.65 307.10
KAJARIACER 1277.00 1318.95 1253.50 1304.35
APLAPOLLO 855.00 869.00 844.00 850.35
JSL 174.25 175.40 171.05 171.95
BAJAJCON 260.00 269.85 259.15 260.70
MUTHOOTFIN 1577.00 1584.70 1541.55 1548.85
AEGISLOG 232.10 232.10 226.80 227.00
J&KBANK 39.50 40.15 38.70 39.00
BRIGADE 464.15 466.55 457.25 461.70
CUMMINSIND 903.55 912.40 894.85 903.60
BIOCON 353.00 354.45 347.10 347.80
NAVINFLUOR 3958.95 4035.65 3925.00 3936.10
RAYMOND 468.00 472.55 460.80 461.50
BRITANNIA 3900.00 3922.30 3883.20 3904.00
LINDEINDIA 2618.00 2647.00 2585.95 2610.05
MFSL 994.00 994.85 981.90 986.60
KTKBANK 71.00 73.75 70.85 71.30
IOB 22.85 23.10 22.55 22.65
PETRONET 235.10 235.75 230.00 230.95
BASF 3420.05 3645.05 3390.20 3598.65
GMDCLTD 77.35 79.80 77.15 78.10
VBL 900.00 904.35 891.45 900.00
AFFLE 1194.95 1194.95 1174.10 1175.00
FLUOROCHEM 2180.00 2188.65 2067.85 2078.05
BAJAJELEC 1246.00 1286.20 1232.70 1277.00
KRBL 324.40 337.45 317.10 320.75
AARTIDRUGS 625.60 628.85 621.60 625.50
TORNTPOWER 522.00 522.85 514.00 515.75
EDELWEISS 79.50 80.80 79.10 79.65
AMARAJABAT 770.80 771.10 756.45 759.05
TATAMETALI 1106.80 1106.80 1071.60 1076.30
ENDURANCE 1865.00 1891.35 1821.25 1825.00
TATACOMM 1488.00 1488.00 1427.30 1438.05
RCF 83.95 84.70 82.70 82.90
RADICO 1139.00 1139.00 1065.00 1097.00
NESTLEIND 19500.00 19500.00 19227.30 19319.45
SEQUENT 223.00 226.50 220.00 220.90
BALKRISIND 2609.85 2616.00 2583.55 2585.10
ASHOKA 118.50 122.50 115.85 116.85
VMART 4225.00 4388.95 4216.30 4310.95
ABB 1812.00 1845.00 1812.00 1819.75
IDFC 53.80 55.20 53.30 54.25
SCHAEFFLER 7898.00 8070.65 7759.95 7796.85
NBCC 49.35 49.40 48.20 48.40
CGCL 534.50 534.50 516.10 523.10
GRAPHITE 607.35 612.25 600.20 601.90
SPARC 299.50 302.50 292.25 296.80
VSTIND 3669.00 3815.00 3643.35 3771.95
ASTERDM 208.70 212.50 207.15 207.95
ORIENTCEM 159.65 163.00 158.15 162.20
IFCI 14.10 14.36 13.88 13.93
DALBHARAT 2085.50 2100.00 2050.00 2062.00
GICRE 150.75 152.10 147.25 147.95
MANAPPURAM 197.00 197.00 192.75 195.05
JKPAPER 255.00 255.00 250.25 250.25
BIRLACORPN 1419.00 1439.25 1403.00 1423.10
ICICIGI 1521.45 1528.70 1510.05 1519.95
INOXLEISUR 411.00 418.30 411.00 415.50
IRB 213.00 214.50 210.50 212.05
NAM-INDIA 442.75 451.05 440.15 448.85
APLLTD 817.75 820.35 803.80 806.20
MIDHANI 198.50 204.45 196.50 200.25
AJANTPHARM 2250.00 2264.85 2201.15 2210.00
DCAL 237.50 239.40 224.00 227.60
SUNTECK 506.00 511.70 499.35 510.45

MARICO 585.00 590.90 578.50 579.40
MOTILALOFS 931.50 931.50 902.40 906.50
GODREJAGRO 659.85 659.85 630.00 633.90
MAXHEALTH 336.90 352.75 326.00 350.40
VTL 2080.00 2080.35 2019.05 2031.35
MRPL 50.65 53.35 50.65 51.95
SUMICHEM 430.90 430.90 417.00 419.90
UCOBANK 14.39 14.60 14.26 14.29
BURGERKING 164.95 164.95 161.95 162.15
TANLA 919.60 937.40 916.30 922.80
ATGL 1449.00 1458.90 1416.80 1440.00
PHILIPCARB 252.00 253.75 249.10 250.00
KPRMILL 483.70 483.70 468.15 471.75
ADANIGREEN 1196.00 1212.25 1196.00 1205.85
SCHNEIDER 121.25 124.15 119.10 120.60
IPCALAB 2370.00 2443.95 2364.90 2443.95
SYNGENE 620.75 620.75 609.40 612.50
GODFRYPHLP 1385.00 1385.00 1324.55 1326.50
FCONSUMER 7.71 7.80 7.60 7.64
CHALET 245.60 256.20 245.60 254.80
QUESS 904.20 939.25 903.00 928.00
GMM 4673.00 4776.00 4666.65 4688.85
SUDARSCHEM 665.25 678.00 660.50 664.15
ENGINERSIN 77.80 79.05 77.65 77.90
SUPREMEIND 2574.00 2675.00 2533.00 2576.40
GRANULES 330.55 333.45 328.00 328.70
MAHABANK 21.10 21.60 20.95 21.10
KEC 469.00 473.45 458.10 459.00
CHAMBLFERT 394.00 394.00 381.00 382.80
DISHTV 19.40 19.75 18.90 19.00
ALKYLAMINE 4012.00 4018.95 3967.90 3979.45
CENTRALBK 23.60 23.70 23.15 23.20
PNCINFRA 391.00 394.75 374.05 377.45
DCBBANK 93.60 93.95 92.75 93.20
GSPL 319.95 322.50 317.20 318.20
UTIAMC 1119.65 1120.30 1095.45 1103.90
FINOLEXIND 235.00 235.00 227.40 228.90
STARCEMENT 104.90 105.40 103.65 103.95
GREAVESCOT 144.45 144.80 139.55 140.30
NCC 82.15 82.60 81.25 81.50
UFLEX 637.85 641.30 625.95 628.95
JKLAKSHMI 635.00 640.00 626.00 631.25
KNRCON 313.75 316.00 305.00 305.05
SJVN 28.50 28.95 28.20 28.40
ROSSARI 1590.00 1590.00 1496.55 1527.45
FORCEMOT 1548.00 1548.00 1500.20 1503.00
HEG 2455.00 2455.00 2338.25 2355.50
BALRAMCHIN* 387.70 387.70 377.00 378.05
CAPPL 930.20 935.85 903.75 910.35
CASTROLIND 146.10 148.20 145.15 146.35
RALLIS 319.00 319.55 311.60 314.35
CROMPTON 482.10 488.65 473.05 473.50
SHOPERSTOP 272.10 283.60 272.10 278.05
EMAMILTD 540.25 552.00 540.20 550.40
AMBER 3652.00 3723.00 3630.00 3655.30
KANSAINER 603.20 617.00 603.20 607.65
DCMSHRIRAM 1207.65 1225.65 1175.00 1189.60

SOBHA 829.00 849.05 824.05 826.20
PGHH 13718.00 13899.00 13575.20 13773.70
MAHINDCIE 258.40 261.95 248.55 250.85
AIAENG 1851.10 1906.10 1851.10 1889.50
CARBORUNIV 904.00 916.60 880.60 882.80
COCHINSHIP 377.00 378.65 370.00 370.20
HAWKINCOOK 6220.00 6267.20 6125.00 6250.00
IIFL 294.00 302.00 292.00 298.00
PNBHOUSING 649.75 651.15 634.80 641.00
UJJIVANSFB 23.00 23.10 22.25 22.40
TORNTPHARM 3130.95 3177.30 3110.90 3130.70
ECLERX 2259.95 2321.95 2252.05 2299.55
EIHOTEL 142.00 143.35 140.10 143.25
MAHLOG 752.35 760.00 744.15 755.65
AAVAS 2865.05 2888.65 2850.65 2863.10
COLPAL 1699.50 1701.20 1678.10 1684.00
GHCL 468.00 468.95 454.30 456.55
NESCO 658.25 687.00 654.45 666.70
GLAND 3790.00 3814.15 3770.60 3782.60
CRISIL 2953.05 3007.15 2929.25 2956.15
HUDCO 45.20 45.60 44.70 44.90
JKTYRE 154.90 154.90 150.75 152.00
SKFINDIA 3360.00 3391.00 3267.60 3290.45
INDOCO 466.00 470.70 461.05 462.00
DHANUKA 834.50 839.15 820.00 823.55
BDL 390.00 393.00 386.10 390.10
ORIENTELEC 336.65 339.20 333.95 336.40
ABBOTINDIA 21789.35 21845.95 21453.15 21533.35

VARROC 308.00 308.80 304.85 306.50
EQUITASBNK 69.00 69.00 66.10 66.65
RITES 292.00 292.00 283.65 284.50
ERIS 798.00 824.00 783.00 819.20
BBTC 1158.05 1168.00 1144.00 1153.20
PIIND 3350.00 3363.40 3303.30 3311.35
NATCOPHARM 895.00 902.65 887.45 891.20
EPL 235.85 237.00 230.75 234.00
LUXIND 3707.30 3832.00 3705.40 3764.25
GALAXYSURF 3437.30 3449.35 3371.50 3401.55
MAZDOCK 271.45 273.80 266.90 268.00
IRCON 47.15 47.15 46.40 46.55
HEIDELBERG 255.00 259.20 253.50 255.55
POLYMED 975.50 1022.90 960.20 982.55
ATUL 10778.75 10800.90 10446.00 10529.30
IFBIND 1178.00 1214.00 1165.50 1166.00
BALMLAWRIE 132.50 132.50 130.10 130.65
TIMKEN 1907.90 1907.90 1810.00 1834.35
KEI 966.00 967.25 937.55 941.25
BAYERCROP 5211.00 5279.55 5211.00 5259.00
GEPIL 337.20 340.30 322.30 335.00
JYOTHYLAB 164.15 164.15 161.50 162.05
FINEORG 3490.00 3490.20 3402.10 3435.00
CENTURYPLY 515.85 535.45 515.55 533.55
GESHIP 365.00 365.00 357.00 358.70
GRINDWELL 1480.00 1499.05 1455.30 1498.95
TEAMLEASE 5108.60 5108.60 4936.70 4960.00
UJJIVAN 164.05 165.75 161.10 162.15
ALKEM 3940.35 3965.95 3881.15 3888.70
FDC 364.00 364.00 352.50 355.00
BLUEDART 6488.00 6571.55 6427.20 6516.15
MOIL 169.35 171.30 168.15 168.75
TCNSBRANDS 644.70 677.05 644.70 656.20
SYMPHONY 1075.80 1078.50 1063.65 1069.55
ZYDUSWELL 2315.00 2342.10 2306.05 2311.10
GODREJIND 577.85 583.60 567.10 570.25
CEATLTD 1380.00 1380.00 1351.00 1356.60
JBCHEPHARM 1788.55 1811.30 1776.55 1811.30
SANOFI 8100.00 8190.00 8095.05 8169.30
PFIZER 5555.00 5606.90 5504.55 5540.55
VRLLOG 393.00 394.55 383.50 385.55
SUVENPHAR 536.75 542.05 524.45 535.65
CSBBANK 325.00 325.00 317.45 319.10
3MINDIA 26450.00 26450.00 25803.05 26234.60
THYROCARE 1182.10 1186.85 1131.50 1140.40
VINATIORGA 2017.00 2096.00 2017.00 2072.35
ADANITRANS 1683.35 1704.70 1668.70 1677.15
BAJAJHLDNG 4789.00 4790.70 4720.00 4742.60
KSCL 560.00 565.00 553.25 554.50
PHOENIXLTD 983.75 985.00 970.95 971.00
NAVNETEDUL* 119.90 119.90 115.10 115.10
VGUARD 267.35 267.35 261.20 262.60
MHRIL 238.00 248.20 238.00 242.95
KSB 1298.40 1347.90 1291.90 1316.10
TCIEXP 1589.55 1647.95 1571.70 1604.00
MINDACORP 139.90 139.90 132.35 133.75
JTEKTINDIA 111.45 112.85 108.85 109.30
JMFINANCIL 95.90 95.90 93.55 93.70
TTKPRESTIG 8961.10 9045.00 8751.00 8800.00
SOLARA 1477.60 1480.00 1426.00 1440.85
VAIBHAVGBL 733.90 733.90 711.70 714.70
AVANTI 577.80 578.15 566.90 570.85
SOLARINDS 2570.00 2570.00 2508.05 2537.20
TIINDIA 1390.20 1394.90 1354.00 1354.00
EQUITAS 138.00 141.15 134.60 135.50
MAHLIFE 275.00 283.00 272.50 274.15
FINCABLES 504.00 504.00 486.00 489.85
ESABINDIA 2485.00 2500.00 2401.00 2429.70
CCL 422.25 422.25 410.40 412.80
RHIM 362.40 363.30 352.50 357.00
ADVENZYMES 398.00 401.50 391.30 392.60
PGHL 5590.00 5659.95 5590.00 5637.40
WABCOINDIA 7350.00 7523.95 7320.00 7499.05
LAOPALA 305.30 316.50 305.30 307.35
GILLETTE 5842.35 5865.30 5810.65 5840.85
CHOLAHLDNG 759.80 759.80 718.10 724.10
MASFIN 795.00 803.00 788.50 797.10
SPANDANA 550.05 558.00 550.05 555.75
GLAXO 1481.95 1489.35 1480.50 1482.00
INDOSTAR 288.30 288.30 282.80 284.40
MAHSCOOTER 4812.00 4878.95 4746.45 4757.90
SFL 2421.00 2466.35 2398.55 2453.10
SHRIRAMCIT 2185.00 2194.15 2158.30 2190.00
CERA 5647.95 5692.60 5529.90 5580.40
GULFOILLUB 593.20 598.00 591.70 593.95
BLUESTARCO 917.25 918.50 906.80 914.05
NIACL 166.00 167.00 163.20 164.55
HONAUT 45160.10 45400.00 44600.00 44678.90
THERMAX 1395.00 1410.40 1383.05 1395.80
RESPONIND 127.75 129.75 126.25 126.25
SIS 513.80 513.80 500.00 507.30
PRSMJOHNSN 122.95 125.80 122.70 123.70
SUNDRMFAST 957.00 957.00 936.60 936.60
SHK 157.65 157.65 154.60 154.65
BLISSGVS 112.50 113.20 111.10 111.80
ASTRAZEN 3157.10 3169.00 3145.00 3145.00
ITDC 424.95 424.95 419.85 420.70
GDL 287.00 287.90 285.30 287.90
AKZOINDIA 2240.35 2244.85 2217.30 2217.30
RATNAMANI 2170.00 2215.00 2170.00 2215.00
NILKAMAL 2688.10 2750.00 2619.95 2671.00
SWANENERGY 133.75 135.60 130.90 131.75
JCHAC 2248.35 2257.80 2203.80 2203.80
CREDITACC 685.00 685.00 669.00 674.95
NH 518.50 518.50 508.85 516.40
TRITURBINE 172.35 173.90 168.35 168.35
TASTYBIT 18100.05 18173.00 17900.00 18060.30
IIFLWAM 1649.90 1653.70 1630.25 1651.30
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50 18272.85 18350.75 18248.70 18338.55 176.80
ADANIPORTS 766.10 817.70 764.25 812.95 53.95
WIPRO 697.00 739.85 695.00 709.00 36.40
GRASIM 1680.00 1775.00 1680.00 1754.00 76.95
HDFCBANK 1638.00 1690.00 1638.00 1687.00 47.60
ITC 253.25 261.85 250.35 256.30 7.10
POWERGRID 200.20 205.95 198.25 204.95 5.55
DIVISLAB 5248.90 5389.00 5226.20 5385.00 136.10
ICICIBANK 710.25 729.80 709.05 726.40 16.45
IOC 132.00 135.50 131.00 134.25 3.00
TECHM 1432.00 1459.60 1410.50 1430.70 28.55
NTPC 147.50 150.60 146.85 149.30 2.95
LT 1775.00 1817.90 1767.45 1787.00 34.95
INDUSINDBK 1190.00 1215.00 1161.80 1208.05 23.55
JSWSTEEL 690.00 699.00 682.95 694.00 12.55
BAJAJFINSV 18350.00 18540.00 18215.10 18510.00 321.75
HINDALCO 511.40 523.35 508.35 517.05 9.00
HDFC 2758.30 2815.55 2751.85 2811.00 45.40
SBIN 482.00 493.90 482.00 489.00 7.30
TATASTEEL 1374.00 1390.60 1354.00 1372.50 18.20
TITAN 2575.30 2584.00 2532.35 2567.00 29.80
ULTRACEMCO 7440.00 7457.95 7340.00 7428.00 77.60
AXISBANK 799.00 804.00 788.00 801.00 6.40
SHREECEM 27997.80 28300.00 27911.15 28005.00 189.30
DRREDDY 4924.00 5009.65 4914.05 4950.00 21.55
KOTAKBANK 2008.00 2025.50 1985.00 2016.95 7.60
BRITANNIA 3912.00 3925.00 3881.00 3897.00 13.30
INFY 1754.00 1783.60 1698.20 1714.00 4.80
RELIANCE 2700.35 2717.45 2687.20 2701.00 6.05
UPL 753.00 759.00 745.25 749.10 1.65
MARUTI 7540.00 7560.00 7445.00 7498.15 16.00
NESTLEIND 19394.00 19428.75 19225.00 19356.95 36.30
HEROMOTOCO 2934.00 2944.15 2900.00 2930.20 5.00
HINDUNILVR 2646.75 2676.75 2620.00 2650.00 3.25
BPCL 460.00 462.20 458.00 459.20 0.55
CIPLA 917.45 920.50 909.90 912.35 -1.15
BAJAJ-AUTO 3970.00 4009.05 3954.20 3962.00 -5.65
TATACONSUM 859.95 860.00 846.00 847.00 -1.15
BHARTIARTL 693.00 694.00 681.85 688.60 -1.30
SUNPHARMA 843.90 850.00 838.25 840.10 -2.45
M&M 938.50 946.25 922.20 932.00 -3.35
SBILIFE 1192.95 1198.90 1173.80 1183.05 -8.70
ASIANPAINT 3342.00 3352.95 3290.00 3297.80 -25.70
ONGC 161.00 161.75 158.65 158.75 -1.25
BAJFINANCE 7969.00 7969.00 7812.35 7860.80 -68.50
TCS 3625.00 3670.00 3608.20 3614.80 -33.40
HDFCLIFE 702.50 702.70 693.00 694.40 -6.50
HCLTECH 1289.40 1293.25 1244.05 1246.00 -19.35
EICHERMOT 2905.00 2923.55 2845.00 2851.05 -54.70
TATAMOTORS 530.00 530.00 492.00 496.60 -10.30
COALINDIA 190.00 191.80 182.30 184.50 -5.55

SE 500B
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY NEXT 50 44444.35 44860.15 44427.75 44597.40 380.15
HAVELLS 1413.70 1479.80 1405.10 1478.55 68.85
DMART 5194.00 5420.00 5180.05 5360.00 242.85
ADANIENT 1580.00 1656.00 1574.80 1642.60 72.90
VEDL 324.00 342.45 324.00 331.20 11.75
JINDALSTEL 436.10 453.80 432.60 446.50 13.90
NAUKRI 6830.00 7180.00 6819.85 6990.00 184.10
INDUSTOWER 298.40 311.00 298.05 306.00 7.60
INDIGO 2020.00 2087.00 2015.55 2069.00 51.45
LTI 6060.00 6273.15 6030.00 6101.00 149.65
PNB 41.80 42.70 41.70 42.45 1.00
ACC 2270.00 2349.50 2267.00 2314.00 54.30
SAIL 123.00 125.80 122.50 124.35 2.60
HINDPETRO 322.00 335.80 321.75 331.90 6.10
SBICARD 1117.00 1142.00 1103.00 1127.90 20.60
HDFCAMC 2918.00 2964.50 2902.05 2950.00 49.60
DLF 430.50 444.80 429.40 434.00 6.50
BERGEPAINT 833.10 856.95 830.50 839.65 10.50
AMBUJACEM 407.00 414.80 405.25 409.05 5.05
PEL 2801.00 2855.00 2801.00 2831.00 33.95
NMDC 152.80 154.40 152.30 153.25 1.65
SIEMENS 2264.00 2307.95 2252.60 2270.40 21.10
ADANIGREEN 1203.00 1212.25 1196.10 1204.40 10.90
BANKBARODA 88.25 89.35 88.10 88.50 0.65
GAIL 160.00 163.70 159.50 160.10 1.10
PGHH 13715.15 13900.00 13561.95 13800.00 84.85
GLAND 3801.95 3819.90 3765.00 3792.00 12.60
PIDILITIND 2486.60 2518.50 2463.40 2481.80 7.50
BAJAJHLDNG 4755.45 4808.00 4716.70 4745.00 12.90
ICICIGI 1524.00 1529.00 1514.00 1521.75 1.40
YESBANK 13.25 13.45 13.20 13.25 0.00
BOSCHLTD 18070.00 18200.00 17810.05 17880.00 -30.00
AUROPHARMA 734.65 737.00 724.20 727.00 -1.55
TORNTPHARM 3135.00 3180.00 3109.50 3120.55 -6.80
CADILAHC 548.90 552.00 543.00 543.90 -1.75
CHOLAFIN 596.00 609.95 586.25 591.45 -3.05
COLPAL 1699.75 1702.45 1678.00 1681.00 -13.80
ICICIPRULI 660.00 661.95 650.00 651.45 -5.35
PIIND 3338.00 3367.80 3300.85 3310.00 -27.40
MUTHOOTFIN 1587.00 1588.00 1541.30 1554.10 -12.95
MARICO 588.35 591.20 578.10 578.80 -5.15
APOLLOHOSP 4403.95 4429.75 4312.35 4330.00 -47.50
IGL 519.75 519.75 509.00 509.75 -5.75
BIOCON 353.75 354.60 347.00 347.70 -4.55
MCDOWELL-N 905.70 909.90 885.35 889.00 -12.00
ADANITRANS 1665.00 1709.80 1665.00 1680.00 -22.75
DABUR 626.00 627.90 612.45 614.90 -8.90
BANDHANBNK 328.90 330.90 319.20 323.00 -5.15
GODREJCP 1070.00 1072.20 1037.20 1039.95 -18.40
LUPIN 963.30 968.15 945.00 945.90 -17.40
JUBLFOOD 4544.00 4568.45 4393.65 4420.00 -105.70
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Petrol and diesel prices rose
again on Thursday after a

two-day break, taking its retail
rates to record high levels across
the country. Accordingly, in the
national capital, petrol and diesel
prices increased by 35 paise per
litre to � 104.79 per litre and 
� 93.53 per litre respectively.

In India's financial capital,
Mumbai, petrol became costlier
by 34 paise per litre to 
�110.75 a litre on Thursday, the
highest across all the four metro
cities. Diesel also costs Rs 101.40
for one litre in Mumbai.

The price increase on

Thursday has come after fuel
prices remained static for the past
couple of days.

Diesel prices have now
increased 16 out of the last 20
days taking up its retail price by
Rs 4.90 per litre in Delhi. The
price of diesel has increased
between 20-30 paise per litre so
far, but, since Wednesday last
week it has been increasing by 35
paise per litre. With diesel prices
rising sharply, the fuel is now
available at over Rs 100 a litre in
several parts of the country. This
dubious distinction was earlier
available to petrol that had
crossed Rs 100 a litre-mark
across the country a few months

earlier. Petrol prices had main-
tained stability since September
5 but oil companies finally raised
the pump prices last week and
this week given a spurt in the
product prices lately. Petrol prices
have also risen on 13 of the pre-
vious 16 days taking up the
pump price by Rs 3.60 per litre.

OMCs had preferred to
maintain their watch prices on
global oil situation before mak-
ing any revision in prices. This is
the reason why petrol prices
were not revised for the last three
weeks. But extreme volatility in
global oil price movement has
now pushed OMCs to effect the
increase.

Mumbai: Over the next three
to six months, auto loan delin-
quency rates will stay elevated,
though broadly stable from
current levels, Moody's
Investors Service said in its
comment on auto loans.

Indian auto loan asset
backed securities (ABS) delin-
quency rates have improved
alongside the easing of coron-
avirus restrictions over recent
months, but remain elevated.

Delinquency rates will sta-

bilise at high levels as coron-
avirus restrictions ease,
Moody's said, citing that Indian
auto ABS delinquency and col-
lection rates improved in June
and July as economic activity
picked up after coronavirus
restrictions eased.

"While economic condi-
tions have improved, this year's
virus outbreak has eroded bor-
rowers' financial reserves. Over
the next three to six months, we
expect delinquency rates will
stay elevated at around current
levels as many borrowers con-
tinue to deal with the pan-
demic's economic after effects,"
the ratings agency said.

"The Indian auto ABS we
rate benefit from non-amor-

tizing cash reserves and sub-
stantial excess spread," Moody's
said, adding that these features
mitigate risks from elevated
delinquency rates for Indian
auto ABS, because they provide
deals with liquidity and buffers
against losses.

Auto ABS performance
improved because the pickup
in economic activity over
recent months raised demand
and rates for goods trans-
portation. Improving condi-
tions for goods transportation
are positive for the Indian
auto ABS sector, because deals
mostly securitise loans to com-
mercial vehicle operators who
earn income by moving
freight.

Mumbai:In the ongoing Zee-
Invesco tussle, the company's
Managing Director and CEO
Punit Goenka has now broken
his silence charging the com-
pany's largest shareholder with
hiding facts that prevented it
from bringing facts about a
merger proposal earlier.

"...on a personal note, I
have some questions as well.
Why didn't Invesco make its
plans public earlier? Does good
corporate governance only
apply to corporates and not
their institutional investors?"
Goenka asked in a statement
issued by his office.

The statement talks about
a merger proposal brought for-

ward by Invesco in February
involving Reliance Industries,
which was rejected by him as
it would have resulted in loss of
shareholder value to the tune of
Rs 10,000 crore.

"During my briefing to the
Board, I emphasised on the
points pertaining to the pro-
posal from Invesco. My atten-
tion was on the imbalance
observed in the valuation and
how it was not in the best inter-
est of our shareholders. The
only reason I did not agree to
the proposal was because the
shareholder value was getting
compromised," Goenka said
in his statement.

IANS
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Members of the influential US India
Business Council in their meeting with

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
Wednesday praised India's reform trajectory
and exuded confidence in the growing Indian
economy.

“We praised her reform trajectory and dis-
cussed new opportunities to strengthen com-
mercial ties between the US and India,” USIBC
said after they along with CII hosted the vis-
iting finance minister for an interactive session.

New Delhi: The wholesale price-
based inflation eased to a six-month
low of 10.66 per cent in September,
helped by moderating food prices even
as crude petroleum witnessed a spike.

“The high rate of inflation in
September 2021 is primarily due to rise
in prices of mineral oils, basic metals,
non-food articles, food products, crude
petroleum & natural gas, chemicals and
chemical products etc. As compared to
the corresponding month of the previ-
ous year,” the Commerce and Industry
Ministry said in a statement. PTI

New Delhi: Union Minister of
Petroleum and Natural Gas and
Minister of Housing and Urban
Affairs, Government of India, Hardeep
Singh Puri was presented the final div-
idend cheque of �174.23 crore at the
rate of 14.25% for the year 2020-21, by
Kamran Rizvi, Additional Secretary,
Ministry of Housing and Urban
Affairs and Chairman & Managing
Director, HUDCO in the presence of
Shri DS Mishra, Secretary, MoHUA,
M Nagaraj, Director (Corporate
Planning), HUDCO, D Guhan,
Director (Finance), HUDCO. 
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New Delhi (PTI): Investors
added more than Rs 10.56
lakh crore to their wealth as
markets continued their rally
for the sixth straight session
on Thursday. The BSE Sensex
went past 61,000-mark for the
first time ever on Thursday.
It jumped 568.90 points or
0.94 per cent to its new clos-
ing peak of 61,305.95. During
the day, it jumped to its all-
t ime intra-day high of
61,353.25.

The benchmark has
gained 2,116.22 points or
3.57 per cent since October 6.

Driven by the ongoing rally,
the market capitalisation of
BSE-listed companies since
October 6 have zoomed Rs
10,56,157.81 crore to reach its
record high of  Rs
2,72,76,704.86 crore.

“Domestic equity contin-
ued its northward journey
amid positive global cues,
strong economic data and
expectation of upbeat Q2
earnings. Bulls continued to
remain in charge of Dalal
street amid volatility, setting
the stage for festive season.
IT sector was in the limelight

today post strong numbers
from Infosys, Wipro and
Mindtree,” said Siddhartha
Khemka,  Head -  Retai l
Research, Motilal Oswal
Financial Services Ltd.

From the Sensex chart,
ITC was the biggest gainer,
rallying nearly 3 per cent, fol-
lowed by HDFC Bank,
PowerGrid and ICICI Bank.

In contrast, TCS, HCL
Tech, Bajaj Finance, Asian
Paints and Bharti Airtel were
among the laggards.

In the broader market,
the midcap and smallcap

indices rose up to 0.54 per
cent. On a weekly basis, the
benchmark has  jumped
1,246.89 points or 2.07 per
cent. Going past the 61,000-
mark for the first time ever,
the BSE Sensex soared 568.90
points or 0.94 per cent to fin-
ish at a new closing peak of
61,305.95. The index also
marked its fresh intraday
record of 61,353.25 during
the day's trade. Similarly, the
NSE Nifty surged 176.80
points or 0.97 per cent to a
new lifetime closing high of
18,338.55.
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China is preparing to send
three astronauts to live on

its space station for six months
— a new milestone for a pro-
gram that has advanced rapid-
ly in recent years.

It will be China's longest-
ever crewed space mission and
set a record for the most time
spent in space by Chinese
astronauts. The Shenzhou-13
spaceship is expected to be
launched into space on a Long
March-2F rocket early Saturday

morning from the Jiuquan
Satellite Launch Center on the
edge of the Gobi Desert in
northwestern China.

The first crew who served
a 90-day mission aboard the
main Tianhe core module of
the space station returned in
mid-September.

The new crew has two vet-
erans of space travel. Pilot
Zhai Zhigang, 55, performed
China's first spacewalk. Wang
Yaping, 41 and the only woman
on the mission, carried out
experiments.

Washington: Crucial UN cli-
mate talks next month likely will
end short of the global target for
cutting coal, gas and oil emis-
sions, US climate envoy John
Kerry says, after nearly a year of
climate diplomacy that helped
win deeper cuts from allies but
has so far failed to move some
of the world''s biggest polluters
to act fast enough.

In an interview with The
Associated Press, Kerry cred-
ited the United States, the
European Union, Japan and
others that over the past year
have pledged bigger, faster cuts
in climate-wrecking fossil fuel
emissions ahead of the talks in
Glasgow, Scotland, under
nudging from Kerry and the
Biden administration.

He expressed hope enough
nations would join in over the
next couple of years. "By the time
Glasgow''s over, we''re going to
know who is doing their fair
share, and who isn''t,” he said.

Kerry also spoke of the
impact if the US Congress —
under a slim Democratic
majority — fails to pass legis-
lation for significant action on
climate by the United States
itself, as the Biden administra-
tion aims to regain leadership
on climate action.

"It would be like President
Trump pulling out of the Paris
agreement, again,” Kerry said.

Kerry spoke to the AP on
Wednesday in a conference
room down the hall from his
office at the State Department,
its upper corridors still eerily
shy of people in the coron-
avirus pandemic.

Kerry''s comments came
after nine months of intensive cli-
mate diplomacy by plane, phone
and computer screen aimed at
nailing down the most global
commitments of action on cli-
mate possible ahead of the UN
climate summit, which opens
October 31 in Scotland. AP

The Hague: Armenia accused
neighbouring Azerbaijan of
systematically promoting eth-
nic hatred against Armenia
citizens, as the two nations that
fought a six-week war last year
faced off at a UN court on
Thursday.

Armenian representative
Yeghishe Kirakosyan made the
accusation as a hearing opened
at the International Court of
Justice into a request by Armenia
for judges to impose urgent
interim measures to prevent
Azerbaijan breaching an inter-
national convention to stamp
out ethnic discrimination.

The case stems from long-
standing enmity that boiled
over into last year''s war over
the disputed region of
Nagorno-Karabakh that left
more than 6,600 people dead.
The region is within Azerbaijan
but had been under the control
of ethnic Armenian forces
backed by Armenia since the
end of a separatist war in 1994.

Kirakosyan said Armenia

wasn''t asking the court to rule
on the root causes of the war,
but "seeks to prevent and rem-
edy the cycle of violence and
hatred perpetrated against eth-
nic Armenians."

Lawyers representing
Azerbaijan were scheduled to
address the court later
Thursday.

Azerbaijan also has filed a
similar case alleging discrimi-
nation against its citizens by
Armenia and also has request-
ed the world court to impose
interim measures. Hearings in
the Azerbaijan case are sched-
uled to start next Monday.
Rulings on both requests will
likely be issued in coming
weeks.

Both nations'' cases alleg-
ing breaches of the
International Convention on
the Elimination of All Forms of
Racial Discrimination will like-
ly take years to reach their con-
clusion at the Hague-based
court.

Last year''s conflict ended

when Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan
signed a Russia-brokered cease-
fire agreement that granted
Azerbaijan control over parts of
Nagorno-Karabakh as well as
adjacent territories occupied by
Armenians.

Armenia says more than
3,700 Armenians and
Nagorno-Karabakh residents
died in the war. Azerbaijan said
it lost 2,900 people.

Kirakosyan told the court
that despite the deal that ended
last year''s conflict, “Azerbaijan
continues to espouse and
actively promote ethnic hatred
against Armenians."

He said that Azerbaijan
has “captured, tortured, and
arbitrarily detained numerous
members of Armenian armed
forces and civilians of ethnic
Armenian origin” and “con-
tinues to destroy Armenian
cultural heritage and religious
sites or negate the Armenian
character, and the territory''s
economic controls." AP

Washington:The United States
and Israel said on Wednesday
they are exploring a “Plan B”
for dealing with Iran if the
Islamic Republic does not
return in good faith to negoti-
ations to salvage the languish-
ing landmark 2015 nuclear
deal.

Secretary of State Antony
Blinken and Israeli Foreign
Minister Yair Lapid said dis-
cussions between their two
countries have begun on “other
options” should Iran reject an
offer to come back into com-
pliance with the agreement if
the U.S. rejoins it.

They did not elaborate on
what those options might be,
but there are a wide range of
non-diplomatic options that
could be considered, ranging
from stepped up sanctions to
covert or military actions. A
Biden administration priority
has been to revive the deal and
abandoning that goal would be
a blow to its foreign policy
objectives.

The remarks were a rare
acknowledgment by the U.S.
that it is looking at what to do
in the event diplomacy with
Iran fails. Israel has never been

a party to the nuclear deal,
which former President
Donald Trump withdrew from
in 2018, and its former Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
was a vocal opponent of the
agreement negotiated by the
Obama administration.

Blinken and Lapid made
the remarks at a joint news
conference at the State
Department with the foreign
minister of the United Arab
Emirates at which all three
agreed to try to expand on the
so-called “Abraham Accords,”
the Trump-era agreements that
normalized relations between
Israel and the UAE and other
Arab States. Their comments
came as Iran has hinted it''s
ready to return to indirect
negotiations with the U.S. in
Vienna but has not committed
to a date. Iran has also contin-
ued to blow through limits on
it nuclear activities that had
been constrained by the deal.

Blinken reiterated that the
window for Iran to return to
the agreement is closing but
again declined to give a date at
which it would be too late.
“Time is running short," he
said. 

Beijing: China's Foreign
Ministry on Thursday warned
against what it called possible
“political manipulation” of a
renewed probe by the World
Health Organization into the
origins of the coronavirus,
while saying it would support
the international body's efforts.

The WHO on Wednesday
released a proposed list of 25
experts to advise it on next
steps in the search for the

virus's origins after its earlier
efforts were attacked for going
too easy on China, where the
first human cases were detect-
ed in late 2019.

Beijing was accused of
withholding raw data on early
cases during a visit by a WHO
team in February and has since
resisted calls for further inves-
tigation, saying the US and oth-
ers were politicising the matter.

Foreign Ministry spoksper-

son Zhao Lijian said China
would “continue to support
and participate in global sci-
entific tracing and firmly
oppose any forms of political
manipulation.”

“We hope that all parties
concerned, including the
WHO secretariat and the advi-
sory group, will effectively
uphold an objective and
responsible scientific attitude,"
Zhao told reporters at a daily

briefing.
The experts proposed by

the UN health agency include
some who were on the original
team that went to the central
Chinese city of Wuhan to
investigate the origins of
Covid-19.

The findings of the origi-
nal WHO-led team were
inconclusive, and the experts
released a report concluding it
was “extremely unlikely” that

the coronavirus leaked from a
Wuhan lab, prompting criti-
cism from outside scientists
that the theory had not been
properly vetted. WHO
Director-General Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus later
acknowledged it had been “pre-
mature” to dismiss the lab the-
ory.

Beijing has repeatedly
questioned whether the virus
did indeed originate in China,

and has called for investigations
into US military laboratories
without providing any solid
evidence.

China has largely stamped
out cases of local transmission
of Covid-19 infections through
mask wearing, quarantining
and electronic case tracing,
along with sometimes dracon-
ian measures including lock-
downs and mandatory mass
testing. AP
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Beijing: China on Thursday
sent its first solar exploration
satellite into space from the
Taiyuan Satellite Launch Center
in northern Shanxi Province.

The satellite was launched
aboard a Long March-2D rock-
et and entered its planned orbit
successfully.

Ten small satellites includ-
ing an orbital atmospheric
density detection experimental
satellite and a commercial
meteorological detection con-
stellation experimental satellite
were also sent into space using
the same carrier rocket, state-
run Xinhua news agency
reported. It was the 391st flight
mission of the Long March car-
rier rocket series. PTI
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Colombo: The Sri Lankan
Navy has arrested 23 Indian
f ishermen and seized 
two trawlers for allegedly
poaching in the country’s
terr itor ia l  waters ,  an 
official statement said on
Thursday.

The Navy arrested the fish-
ermen off the coast of
Vettilaikeni in the northern
province’s point Pedro area.
PTI
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Beirut: Lebanon's interior minister says five people have been
killed in armed clashes in Beirut that erupted Thursday during
protests against the lead investigator into last year's massive blast
at the city's port.

Bassam Mawlawi told reporters Thursday that many of those
injured were shot by snipers from buildings. He called the events,
“a very dangerous sign.” The protest was organized by the mil-
itant Shiite group Hezbollah and its ally, the Shiite Amal
Movement.  AP
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Damascus: Syria's defense
ministry said on Thursday
that one of its soldiers has
been killed and three injured
in an overnight  Israel i
airstrike on a telecommuni-
cation tower in the central

province of Homs.
A military official said

the strike shortly before mid-
night in the Palmyra region
hit the tower and some posts
around it. 

The official did not iden-

tify the targets further. Syrian
air defenses were activated to
respond to the incoming mis-
siles, which the defense min-
istry said originated from
the Tanf region in southeast
Syria.
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“Captain sahib please do not do this. Do
not go down this road by mixing up with
the BJP. The BJP cannot let Punjab become
a disturbed State and impose Governor’s
Rule in the State. I want to tell them that we
will not allow the BJP to be successful in its
designs. It is a sample of the BJP’s polarisa-
tion policy,” he said. Pargat has been a
staunch critic and opponent of Amarinder,
who, incidentally, supported the Centre’s
move. “Our soldiers are being killed in
Kashmir. We’re seeing more & more
weapons & drugs being pushed by Pak-
backed terrorists into Punjab. BSF’s
enhanced presence & powers will only make
us stronger. Let’s not drag central armed
forces into politics,” Amarinder Singh’s
media adviser said on Twitter.Former
Punjab Pradesh Congress Committee chief
and the party’s Lok Sabha MP from Punjab
Sunil Jakhar also launched a veiled attack
on the former CM saying “the country is
always proud of our security forces which
are meant to secure our borders and pro-
tect India from foreign aggressors. Using
them to cover up failures and to clean up
the mess created by leaders and
Governments is very alarming.”The
Congress, for its part, slammed the Centre
over its “unilateral” decision to increase the
BSF’s jurisdiction in a few States.AICC chief
spokesperson Randeep Singh Surjewala
claimed at a Press conference the move was
meant to divert people’s attention from the
recent drug haul from the Adani-run
Mundra Port in Gujarat.Taking a dig at
Home Minister Amit Shah and his famous
“chronology samjhiye” remark, Surjewala
linked the 25,000 kg shipment that report-
edly came through the Adani Port in June,
and a 3,000 kg (valued at Rs 20,000 crore)
shipment captured at the same port in
September, to the order on BSF jurisdiction.

“The Chronology- 25,000 kgs of hero-
in drugs came through Adani Port, Gujarat
on 9/6/2021. 3,000 kgs of heroin drugs
caught at Adani Port, Gujarat on 13/9/2021,
BSF jurisdiction unilaterally increased from
15 kms to 50 kms in Punjab. Federalism
Dead, Conspiracy Clear,” said the Congress
leader.

While the TMC-ruled West Bengal too
has opposed the Centre’s move, Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma welcomed
the decision. 
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On Monday, the Union Home Ministry

issued a Gazette notification increasing the
jurisdiction of the BSF to give its officers the
powers of arrest, search and seizure to the
extent of 50 km from the borders inside the
bordering States of Punjab, West Bengal,
Assam and Tripura.

According to an affidavit submitted
before the Supreme Court earlier, as many

as 40,000 Rohingya migrants who have ille-
gally entered the country are residing in sen-
sitive areas like Jammu and Kashmir (J&K)
as well as Hyderabad and Bengaluru. The
National Investigation Agency (NIA) probe
in the Bodh Gaya blasts had revealed the role
of the Rohingyas. The Jamaat-ul-
Mujahideen Bangladesh, a terror outfit from
Bangladesh had also formed a large network
of jehadis in West Bengal and Assam for car-
rying out terrorist activities, officials said.

They said the Rohingyas are being
trained by the Pakistani terror groups like
Lashkar-e-Tayabba in Myanmar for carry-
ing out terrorist actions in various countries,
including in India. The LeT is also known
to exploit the Rohingya migrants in India
for terrorist actions as was the case in Bodh
Gaya blasts.

According to the notification, BSF offi-
cers are now authorised to take action under
the CrPC, Passport Act, Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances Act and Passport
(Entry to India) Act.

The Ministry notified that the BSF will
also be able to search and arrest in Nagaland,
Mizoram, Tripura, Manipur and Ladakh.
However, the jurisdiction of BSF in Gujarat
has been reduced while in Rajasthan the
radius area has been kept 50 km as before.

The jurisdiction for the BSF extends to
the whole of five Northeastern States of
Meghalaya, Nagaland, Mizoram, Tripura
and Manipur. No such operational bound-
ary has been quantified for the Union
Territories of J&K and Ladakh.

Section 139 of the BSF Act, 1968,
empowers the Centre to notify the area and
extent of the Central paramilitary force’s
operational mandate, from time to time.

While the borders in the eastern side has
been infested by smuggling syndicates to
smuggle cattle and cough syrup to the
neighbouring countries besides terrorist
infrastructure of the JMB comprising ille-
gal migrants, the borders in the western sec-
tor comprising the States of Rajasthan and
Punjab besides J&K is exploited by the inim-
ical forces from Pakistan to smuggle in
drugs, and arms and ammunition to desta-
bilise the security situation in the UT and
Punjab..
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ndia's current term was set to end on

December 31 2021. For election for the
term 2022-2024, there were five vacant
seats in the Asia-Pacific States category -
India, Kazakhstan, Malaysia, Qatar and
United Arab Emirates. The 193-member
General Assembly elected by secret ballot
Argentina, Benin, Cameroon, Eritrea,
Finland, Gambia, Honduras, India,
Kazakhstan, Lithuania, Luxembourg,
Malaysia, Montenegro, Paraguay, Qatar,
Somalia,  UAE and the USA for the 2022-
2024 term on the Council. India's mission
congratulated other UN Member States for
their election to the Human Rights

Council, which consists of 47 Member
States elected directly and individually by
secret ballot by the majority of the mem-
bers of the General Assembly.

The members of the Council shall
serve for a period of three years and shall
not be eligible for immediate re-election
after two consecutive terms.

The membership is based on equitable
geographical distribution, and seats are dis-
tributed among regional groups Group of
African States (13), Group of Asia-Pacific
States (13), Group of Eastern European
States (6), Group of Latin American and
Caribbean States (8) and Group of Western
European and other States (7).

As of January 2021, 119 of the 193 UN
member States will have served as a
member of the HRC. 
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The Indian High Commission in

Dhaka, as well as consulates, are in touch
with the authorities”, Bagchi said.

For his part, BJP leader Suvendu
Adhikari wrote a letter to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi asking him to take urgent
steps to provide relief to the ‘Sanatani People’
of Bangladesh in view of the incident. “The
notorious vandals are habituated in target-
ing the ‘Sanatani’ minority community of
Bangladesh. This time the religious fanat-
ics took to the streets to vandalise several
Durga Puja pandals and various temples
also,” he wrote.
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They, however, did not explain if the

casualties were caused due to the police
actions but media reports said that the
police opened fire on a mob of over 500
people.

The police said that they have so far
detained 43 people in connection with the
violence. 

People who posted the first video on
the Cumilla puja venue on social media
were also under custody.

“Investigations are underway and we
are identifying the culprits also using secu-
rity camera footage,” police’s Deputy
Inspector General Anwar Hossain told the
media in Cumilla.

Ruling Awami League general secre-
tary and Road Transport Minister Obaidul
Qader said that “fanatic elements” staged
attacks on Hindu temples at 10 to 12 places
with a political motive.

“But our Government led by (Prime
Minister) Sheikh Hasina will not let them
proceed with their evil design,” he told
reporters visiting a Puja pavilion at the
Ramkrishna Mission here.

He cautioned people against spread-
ing rumours to sever the interfaith har-
mony in the country, adding that Hasina
has ordered stringent actions against the
communal elements.
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farmers’ protest in their support”,
said Vajpayee in the video posted by Varun.

The BJP MP’s continued vocal sup-
port for farmers’ agitation and demand-
ed for the arrest of the Lakhimpur Kheri
violence on October 3 comes about nine
months before the next year’s Uttar
Pradesh Assembly elections, where the BJP
is seeking a second inning. 

Varun’s defiance has already led to his
and his mother Maneka Gandhi’s ouster
from the national executive.
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After hearing the ASG, the lawyers of
Aryan and other accused seeking bail,
Additional Sessions Judge VV Patil of the
special NDPS court reserved his ruling for
October 20.  The judge said that on
Wednesday next (October 20) he would
pronounce orders on three bail applica-
tions, including that of Aryan.

The special court is hearing the bail
pleas of Aryan and four others ---Arbaaz
Merchant, Mohak Jaswal, Nupur Satija and
Munmun Dhamecha. 

Twenty-three-year-old Aryan and four
others --- Arbaaz, Mohak, Nupur and
Dhamecha - were among the eight persons
arrested by the NCB on October 3, a night
after   the NCB officials busted a rave party
and seized 13 grams of cocaine, 5 grams
of MD (Mephedrone), 21 grams of Charas,
22 pills of MDMA (Ecstasy) and Rs 1.33
lakh in cash from Goa-bound cruise ship
off the Mumbai coast here.

The total number of arrests in the sen-
sational drug bust case has gone up to 20,
with the arrest of a foreign national Okara
Quazma and a local person Shivraj
Harihan.

Earlier, continuing with his argu-
ments that remained inconclusive on
Wednesday, the ASG told the court: “The
present applicant is not a consumer for the
first time. The record and the evidence
before your honour show that he is a reg-
ular consumer of contraband since last few
years. The contraband in possession of
Arbaz who accompanied Aryan, was for
consumption of both of them”.

“The record in the panchnama signed
by the applicant establishes that he was in
a conscious position of contraband because
he admits it was with his friend and it was
for consumption of both of them...The
contention that nothing was found with
Applicant may not be correct,” the ASG
said.

Alluding to the conspiracy charge that
Aryan faces, the ASG said: “Now see
Section 37 of NDPS. The reason I am
pointing to 37 is because I pointed out 29.

I have come with a case of conspiracy. In
one case if there are 15-20 people involved
and it is a case of conspiracy and posses-
sion with one accused, then 37 kicks in.
And then stringent conditions against
grant of bail will apply”.

“This abuse is affecting the young
boys. They are college going boys (but) this
should not be considered or bail. I need
not tell the court, you are the future of our
country..... The investigation is at a pre-
liminary stage, this is not the stage for grant
of bail,” the ASG told the court.

Contesting the contention by Aryan’s
lawyer Amit Desai, the ASG told the court:
“Today we are at the preliminary stage of
investigation. My learned friend is saying
I cannot apply Section 29 (conspiracy) of
NDPS Act at this stage. But there is no
restriction on me applying to Section 29.It
is not the correct position. As far as charges
are concerned I can invoke any sections.
As investigation progresses further, I will
get evidence”

“There are provisions in the NDPS Act
which has got nothing to do with quanti-
ty, so that cannot be an argument to say
that punishment is only for a year. Once
the connection is established, then the
quantity is not important. My submission
is that this is not a case for grant of bail, I
have some judgments to cite,” the ASG
said.
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On Thursday, Taliban spokesman

Zabihullah Mujahid asked the PIA and
Afghan Kam Air to reduce fares on the
Kabul-Islamabad route to previous levels or
face a halt to their flight operations.

A letter from Afghanistan’s Ministry of
Transport and Civil Aviation asked the PIA
and Kam Air to bring down the airfare for
Kabul-Islamabad flights to the level that
existed before the Taliban seized control of
Kabul on August 15.

PIA has been the only foreign carrier 
operating regular flights out of Kabul.

Tickets to the Pakistani capital,
Islamabad, had been selling for up to 10
times the August rate, the BBC Urdu
reported.

A massive shortage of seats has result-
ed in one way tickets from Kabul to
Islamabad selling for as much as USD 2,500,
it said.

The letter in Pashto and Dari languages
was issued by Mujahid and was also post-
ed on the official Facebook page of the
Afghan Aviation Ministry.

“Information has been conveyed to PIA
and Kam Air private company to bring
down the fare on the Kabul-Islamabad route
to the level prior to the victory of the Islamic
Emirate. If the airlines do not agree to this
proposal their operations on the route will
be stopped,” the letter said.

It asked passengers to contact the min-
istry in case the prices of the tickets were

not changed.
Abdullah Khan, the PIA spokesperson,

said that the airline had kept flying in and
out of Kabul under “difficult circum-
stances” when others had ceased their
operations.

“The PIA evacuated around 3,000 peo-
ple after the rapidly changing situation in
Afghanistan,” he said, adding that among the
people flown out of Kabul were officials of
the United Nations, World Bank, the IMF,
other global organisations as well as inter-
national journalists.

Khan said that the airline’s captains and
staff endangered their lives but still kept the
evacuation process going. 

Earlier, PIA sources had accused the air-
port operators in Kabul of treating PIA staff
in a highly unprofessional manner and
deliberately wasting PIA flights, costing the
airline millions of dollars in insurance, BBC
Urdu reported.
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‘All the departments concerned have
been instructed to be prepared in advance
to disseminate the achievement via the
media to make people aware of it.

A special recognition will also likely be
announced to motivate the healthcare
workers and professionals, and ASHA and
Anganwadi workers who have been work-
ing tirelessly in the fight against Covid.

Union Health Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya had said on Wednesday that the
country will produce over 28 crore doses in
October as it continues to ramp up its sup-
ply.  Speaking to reporters, Mandaviya said
that nearly 73 per cent of the eligible pop-
ulation has received a single dose of vaccine
and around 29 per cent has got both doses.
States now have over eight crore doses with
them, he said.

So far, 96.82 crore vaccine doses have
been administered to the eligible benefi-
ciaries.
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On Thursday, investigators reached the

district jail premises in the morning to take
Das, Latif and Bharti into police custody.
The trio was taken to the crime branch’s
office at Reserve Police Lines.

On October 3, a total of eight persons
died, including four farmers who ere were
knocked down by a vehicle carrying
Bharatiya Janata party workers. In retali-
ation, infuriated farmers torched two
SUVs and lynched some people in the
vehicles. The other deceased included two
BJP workers and their driver. The violence
also left a journalist dead.

In the aftermath, farmers alleged that
the Union Minister’s son Ashish was in one
of the vehicles, an allegation which was
vehemently denied by Mishra. 



�"#$%&'�(��)�*+, (�&#�&�-)�./0�121.

32
3�	�	��$�	
�	
�����	��

�����������������

�	
!�������	
����
��	���	����	��4�
� �

5+
���	���

�����677��� �	��!���
��� ���7���	���!7

����!����

�#�!�
�	0	C�����������D��/
��!
���
'��&
&!%�&����
�&
���
����
�#�!�
#���0!��
��
���
�&���&���!&�$
�%%�
������
"!�
���
���"$�+
"�$% ��
�������	/
����
����
0!!�
�#�!��
���
&�����
"!�
%�1�&0
�%�9�&0
#!&��&�*

G�
$!�
!"
#!&��&�
��
'��&0
%���/
'.�
��
��$$
&!�
#!%�
!.�
�"
���
����#�!��
�&�
�#�!��
�!&A�
-��"!�%
��$$*
�!/
&!
%�����
�!�
0!!�
���
#!&��&�
��/
�"
���
�#�!�/
!�
���
����#�!�/
��
&!�
"�&�
�&!.0�/
�����
��
&!
%��&�&0
�!
���
#!&2
��&�*
8!�
%�1�&0
�
0!!�
"�$%/
0!!�
-�!-$�
���
&�����/H
��
�+-������*


���
��
�� �#�!�
0����	� ��	��
�/
MD/
��!
���
'�#!%�
���
�!�$�A�
!$����
����!&�.�/
'�!1�
�!�&
�&
�����
��
��
#�%�
'�#1
"�!%
���
�-�#�
���-*
����&��
��
&!�
���
!$����
-���!&
�!
����
'��&
�!
�-�#�
�&�
���
'�!1�&
���
��#!��
!"
������!&
-�!&���
��$$�
8.&1/
�0��
4I*

G�A%
�!
"�$$��
����
�%!��!&
�'!.�
����
���
7.��
��--�&��*
��
��
�&
�+���2
!���&���
�+-����&#�/
�&�
�
�!
�!-�
����
�
#�&
%��&���&
����
�&���
���!.0�2
!.�*
��
��
$��0��
���&
$�"�/H
��
������*

1�		�
(���
�/��
���-�/������
���

B�
�!&C�
���&1
����
�
#�&
-�#1
�&�
"��!.����
�-!���-���!&
'�#�.��
�
�%
�%�9��
'�
�����
�-!���2
-�!-$�*
 ���
���
���
���$
���!��
"!�
%�*
�
"!$$!�
���%
%!��
���&
�
"!$$!�
�&�
!����
-�!"����!&/
�&�
�
�!&C�
���&1
�
#�&
#!&�����
�&�
!����
-�!"����!&
��
���!�#
��
��-����&��&0
���
#!.&���*
�!%�
�-!���-��2
�!&
#!%%�&���
����
�
$!!1��
$�1�
�
���$
���$���*A

fairtalk
������������	

B�!��/
%�
��"�
�&�
�/
����
'��&
���#��&0
�
$!�
!"
#!&��&�
�&
���
$!#12
�!�&
�&�
��
���&1
��
����
#��#1��
����
�!.$�
'�
0����
"!�
�
��'2
��$����*
��
-�!�.#��/
�..��7/
�&�
�
����
1&!�&
��#�
!����
"!�
�
$!&0
��%�*
��
���#.����
�&�
���$����
����
��
����
���
��%�
����!&
�&�
�%%������$�
��#����
�!
#!$$�'!����
�!
%�1�
��0���$
#!&��&�*A

dailytalk

����
� ��	��

"(�#�.��A�(
�2��0�,�	(��/��0
,�/��
������

India, a country where con-
ventional cinema has ruled
the entertainment game for

decades, has a negligible, but
growing, interest in documen-
tary films. A fact that most of us
are familiar with, without hav-
ing to turn to surveys or stud-
ies on the same. However, a lot
has changed in the past several
years.

While we are talking about
the shift in consciousness that
has become increasingly visible
and loud, we have to admit that
the pandemic brought matters to
the fore. A month into the
nation-wide lockdown, pollu-
tion levels in cities were down to
bearable levels; with factories not
functioning, and not pumping
waste material into the rivers, the
colour of the water in these
rivers also changed. Such
observable changes led us to
scratch our chins and wonder,
would the environment be bet-
ter off if we were not around?

Roughly a year and a half
post the first lockdown, we have
lowered our masks and we are
back at it. It appears we humans
forget quite easily. However, it is
a stroke of luck that there still are
some individuals among us who
can’t help but remember some-
thing they have realised.

Meet Kunal Khanna, the
founder of the All Living Things
Environmental Film Festival
(ALT EFF), India’s first environ-
mental film festival. Born in
Mumbai, and raised in
Panchgani, Khanna gained his
sense of independence through
an adulthood in Australia. After
returning to his roots in India,
back in 2018, Khanna started
running a permaculture farm
and realising our dependency on
nature, he developed ALT EFF

to become a catalyst for environ-
mental change in India. 

While ALT EFF was
launched virtually in 2020,
against the backdrop of the
pandemic, Khanna reveals that
the film festival was originally
conceptualised as a physical fes-
tival back in 2019, full of expe-
riences, gatherings and a lively
sustainability market. However,
working on the virtual model
was a blessing in disguise as they
were able to engage viewers
from across the world. With 33
films, and over 4,500 viewers, the
maiden ALT EFF criss-crossed
countries, habitats and some
serious issues.

Khanna expresses, “Our
motive at ALT EFF is to bring
forth stories of hope while
inspiring more people to look at
the important issues of our
time. We are trying to create
awareness and through the
awareness generate some change
in the way we lead our lives.”

This time around, their
presence was bound to grow
with 44 films being screened
from October 9-17. Read on for
excerpts from the interview, for
a peek into Khanna’s mind. 

�Was there any single incident
which acted as an epiphany, of
sorts, for you to switch careers
and come back to India?

It was not a moment but
many things over a couple of
years.

I trained as an economist for
my undergraduate studies and
later went on to work at the state
treasury of Victoria. And I could
not help but be concerned by the

way classic economic theory
had us looking at the world.
Essentially, we could be doing a
lot of damage, the way we go
about producing things and
living our life, but as long as a
‘profit’ is being generated, we
dont need to worry about the
rest of the details — and this was
very fundamental in economic
theory. 

I was practising economics
for about three years and I
could not digest that informa-
tion any more because the world
around us was changing and we
could see the environmental
impact, the damage that was
being inflicted upon nature,
unfolding before our very eyes.
That is when I started question-
ing the system we live in and the
economic model upon which
our system is based. At that time
I decided to go and do a master’s
in environment with the inten-
tion of devoting my life to that
subject. During my 13 years in
Australia, I observed the power
of films and how it could cause
change and that is what led to
the India’s first environmental
film festival.

�Is it a bit too late to raise our
voice for the environment?

As per recent studies and
reports, and considering the
way how things are going, one
might feel that things have got-
ten out of hand. However, the
fact that so many of us are work-
ing towards the conservation of
our environment, in varying
capacities, is based on the ide-
ology that it is never too late.
And I believe so because I have

seen up close how if we give
nature a chance to do what it
does best, it won’t take too long
to regain its past glory.

We as humans have created
a solution for every problem that
we have encountered for aeons
and hopefully, this is just anoth-
er such instance, even though it
is a big one, admittedly. The
entire premise of the environ-
mental film festival is to bring
about that hope.

I feel that we, who are in
India, have limited exposure to
what is going on around the
world. Our exposure, in terms of
news and the people that we fol-
low on social media and/or
interact with, is actually very
limited. Which is why we bring
stories from across the globe —
out of 44 films that are being
screened this time around, 31 are
from 31 different countries. 

They really open our eyes to
what all is happening; are you
aware that at this moment there
are waves of numerous individ-
uals who are standing up and
raising their voices to attract our
attention to this serious prob-
lem? We hope to inspire more
and more people with time and
create a tsunami of change.

�What did your role as the
innovations lead city of
Melbourne entail? Did you try
to incorporate some changes
keeping in mind environmen-
tal factors as well?

Yes, of course! My role over
there was to consider innova-
tions and creative ways to ensure
that Melbourne continues to be
one of the most liveable cities in

the world. The role required
me to diversify my skills, and
taught me a lot, as I had to
work on multiple aspects such
as developing interfaces to
make life a little more conve-
nient for the people of the city
and also what we can do to
address environmental issues,
such as introducing green
spaces in the urban areas, or
how we can manage organic
food waste. 

I would work with a very
wide range of ideas and con-
cepts. but my role was to use
the innovations that the peo-
ple of Melbourne had to
offer. Every major city across
the world welcomes innova-
tions that can help its citi-
zens and India too has a lot
of potential in that regard,
with some very capable peo-
ple doing some incredible
work. However, governments
often fail to capitalise on that

Melbourne, which has
been featuring in the top 10
liveable cities in the world
for quite some time now,
takes such steps very serious-
ly. We transformed how we
were managing the waste
systems, while I was the
innovations lead. 

While we are familiar with
the two dustbin system, one for
biodegradable waste and the
other for non-biodegradable
waste, we introduced a third
bin — for food waste. We
turned that into compost, to be
used as organic fertiliser by
people growing their own
food.

We transformed a liability

to a resource. I also remember
open innovation competition,
which I have led in the past,
where we invited new ideas
centred around the concept of
circularity. Essentially, this
means designing ways where
waste is essentially non-exis-
tent, where it is turned into
something useful and this this
system goes round and round.
Our goal was to ensure circu-
larity as a city, while reducing
the environmental footprint.

�Documentary films do not
have many takers in India.
What are your expectations
from the second edition of
ALT EFF?

The reason why documen-
tary films are not given enough
attention is because there aren’t
enough platforms in India.
Lack of funding is another rea-
son. When there are more
film festivals that celebrate
documentaries and lesser-
known stories, it will translate
into more people picking up
this format of filmmaking. 

This year we want to
inspire the youth to cover
environmental topics. It would
be ideal if fictional films would
also highlight this important
aspect, but let’s see how that
goes.

Currently we aspire to
obtain more traction in the
form of funding which would
help us fund students and
other aspiring film makers to
go out and cover important
topics. To view the films being
screened and to know more
about ALT EFF, visit alteff.in.

It is no secret that Indian
culture has an expansive

range of diversity and makes
a statement that grabs atten-
tion and isn’t overwhelming.
Conventional footwear can
easily be styled and is very
comfortable. Traditional
footwear, especially juttis,
presents a lot of potential on
the style-front. 

Every ethnic footwear is
stereotyped a certain way.
However, juttis have come a
long way with multiple
colours, prints, shapes, and
patterns. They can comple-
ment any outfit with utmost
ease. 

�Comfort without compro-
mising style

Juttis are an invention
that make you look chic
while never compromising
on accessibility or comfort.
These are the pair of shoes
that your feet won’t hate at
the end of the day. The triple
cushioning and leather
padding prevent your feet
from blisters, adding comfort
for long hours. They are easy
to glide in and out, so it
makes the best option to put
on while running errands,
too. 

�Variety at its best 
If you are new to the

enchanting world of juttis,
take your first steps with
primary colours like tan,
black, beige, navy blue. Start
by pairing this with a basic
white shirt and blue denims,
and add the pair to give an
ethnic touch without being
overwhelming. You can also
wear them to your workplace
and still look formal. Replace
the belle shoes by pairing jut-
tis with casual dresses and

skirts. Try the embellished
juttis with beads and
sequences to add that bling to
your outfit if you like to jazz
things up.

�A jutti for every occasion 
Juttis and weddings are

like best friends forever; opt
for the hand-embroidered
or hand-painted juttis in
bright and vibrant colours to
make them pop. From solid

colours to hand embroidery
and hand-painted ones,
there’s one for every occasion. 

Along with juttis, anoth-
er very traditional shoe is the
kolhapuri, which is known
for their unique shape and
leather. The kolhapuri gives a
distinct individuality, making
it look elegant yet tradition-
al when worn with sarees;
they are equally beautiful
with pant style suits and
indo-western outfits. A kol-
hapuri features a flattering sil-
houette that eliminates com-
plicated shoes and heels. 

Overall, it is possible to
pair ethnic footwear with
contemporary silhouettes,
juttis, and kolhapuris to
stylise seamlessly. 

(The author is the founder of
Shilpsutra, a brand that makes

handcrafted juttis.)

Today, the young generation
are often inclined to western

songs, hence, leaving less space
for developing a taste or adora-
tion for Indian classical music.
I had the recent opportunity to
talk to one of the finest maestros
in the industry and thorough-
ly enjoyed the conversation,
making me look at Indian
music in a newer light.

Ustaad Bahauddin Dagar is
an acclaimed rudra veena play-
er and the son of the renowned
north Indian musician, Ustad
Zia Mohiuddin Dagar. He rep-
resents the 20th generation of the
Dagar lineage, which dates
back, to Nayak Haridas Dagar,
to the 16th century.

In an exclusive interview, he
shares his journey and com-
ments on how the rise of social
media platforms has changed
the perspective of the audience
in recent times. 

Read on for some excerpts
from the interview:

�When did you start your
journey of music?

I have been raised in a
family where almost everyone
is into music, thus, the journey
of learning music began during
my childhood. We were always
surrounded by a motivating
atmosphere when it came to
music, art, and poetry.
Musicians and students used to
be gathered at our house in
order to learn and grow togeth-
er. When you are nurtured in
such a manner, you get inclined
towards art. I also used to listen
to rock, pop, jazz, along with
several forms of Indian classi-
cal music. So, by the time I was
16, I had planned to be a musi-
cian, and I asked my father if he
could teach me, and that was
how my first venture into this
enigmatic world happened.

�Who is your inspiration?
I have always been inspired

by my father, Ustad Zia
Mohiuddin Dagar, and my
uncle, Ustad Zia Fariduddin
Dagar Music. For me, music is
a way of expressing emotion. I
was inspired by the good works
of musicians like Kishori

Amonkar. The concept of con-
temporary music is also unique.
Music is ever dynamic and
every musician has contributed
something, in their own man-
ner, thus, achieving success in
the process.

�Did you learn any instru-
ment apart from Rudra veena?

At the age of seven, I had
started learning sitar, but I
dropped it as my only desire
was to learn and get to know the
rudra veena.

�How is rudra veena different
from saraswati veena?

Saraswati veena is popular
in the south, and it is made up
of one piece of wood. It is
designed to suit the Carnatic
style of music. 

Rudra veena is basically a
stringed instrument designed
for north Indian music, like
khayal and dhrupad. Rudra
veena is also considered as a
yantra or a compass as it mea-

sures the notes, microtones to
their exactness and helps the
singers understand how the
notes are placed.

�Apart from music, what are
your other areas of interest?

Apart from music, I like to
go to museums, observe beau-
tiful paintings displayed at art
exhibitions, spend time with
nature, visit wildlife sanctuaries,
and so on.

�What is your favourite genre
of music?

Currently, I am working
with dhrupad, and the last 30
years have proved to be
extremely enriching. It has
helped rearranging my music
clearly, and it has kept me
occupied throughout. I hardly
get any time to listen to any
other music. Once in a while, I
get time to explore western
music or other forms of music
like qawwali, ghazal, and so
forth.

�What is that one flavour
that you miss in today’s music?

I think that the music has
become more polished and
refined in the present times.
Also, I miss long hours at con-
certs that used to be the norm of
our day. Nowadays, concerts
have a tight schedule. When we
had short concerts, one singer
used to sing for two to three
hours so the singers and the
audience had time to warm up,
but things have changed now.
Today’s concerts are more like a
performance, which is not the
idea of Indian classical music,
where one has to keep on redis-
covering new ideas. I miss
lengthier concerts that felt like
like four to five journeys, where
the musicians would share their
journey with you.

�You have a long legacy. Does
it work in your favour or do
you need to raise your bar?

The legacy favours us
because we follow our particu-

lar sanskar at home. However,
sometimes we need to work
twice as much as people are
looking up to us all the time. You
need to raise your bar all the
time else your time will be over.

�How has your audience
changed over the years?

I think the audience has
changed due to platforms like
YouTube and other social media
platforms, which have promot-
ed so many genres and increased
the reach significantly. The per-
spective of the audience has
changed. I remember the times
when the musicians had a less-
er audience to entertain. With
the rise of social media plat-
forms, a new generation of the
audience has come up. Today,
every recording is available
online, so if you don’t play well
enough, you will get criticised.

�What has changed for the
artists and the audience amidst
the pandemic?

The audience is missing out
on the fun of live performances
and concerts, while artists have
suffered economically. Many
musicians’ careers have ended
and some have taken up odd
jobs. 

At the same time, I also feel
that musicians had time, during
the pandemic, to reflect on who
they are as human beings and
how their work has progressed.
Both good and bad things hap-
pened.

�What are your upcoming
projects?

Once you get into this kind
of role, your entire life becomes
a project. There are some con-
certs lined up. On October 23,
I am playing in Jaipur at Jawahar
Kala Kendra; then next year, I
am supposed to go to Paris for
a concert.
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Ican’t start my morning without a
strong cup of coffee!” is what
most people of the current gen-

eration wallow about, first thing in
the morning. 

It’s fairly common to find peo-
ple sipping hot coffee, cold coffee,
latte, or any other variety of coffee
beverages and revelling in its bitter-
sweet taste. However, it is also com-

mon to find the same people com-
plaining of exhaustion and dehydra-
tion. 

According to experts, more than
four cups of coffee a day can cause
headaches, anxiety, irregular heart-
beats, and even chest pain. However,
despite knowing that even a moder-
ate amount of coffee can be detri-
mental to health, the caffeine addic-
tion is real and compels people to
never give up on this savory brew.

The question is, in the age-long
war between health and taste buds,
who wil l  emerge victorious?
However, no one should be forced to
make such a decision when both
health and taste buds can co-exist
together, right? This is where coffee

honey is revolutionising the world
for coffee lovers.

The goodness of honey and
mental alertness of coffee

Along with relishing the taste
and resinous aroma of coffee and
sweetness of honey, a coffee honey
drink is perfect for triggering psych
activity in the morning, afternoon,
or evening, but without the side
effects of a cup of coffee. Coffee
honey doesn’t mean that it’s simply
coffee with honey instead of white or
brown sugar. No, it’s something
more magical than that.

To be precise, honeybees are nat-
urally attracted to coffee flowers.
These flowers contain caffeine in the

nectar part, which attracts honeybees
instinctively. However, it is quite
challenging to harvest as the polli-
nation period of coffee flowers is
extremely limited. Nevertheless, the
bees skillfully draw out the sugar-
rich liquid from coffee plants, and a
flavorful dark, rich coffee bean color
honey is extracted.  

Like most coffee, coffee honey
efficiently relieves mental and phys-
ical fatigue, alerts the brain, and
keeps consumers perked up through-
out the day. It also stimulates the cen-
tral nervous system, boosts immu-
nity, and controls insulin levels to
elevate the overall wellbeing and pro-
ductivity of the consumer. Having
said that, it doesn’t bring the nega-

tive baggage of conventional coffee
beans. In fact, coffee honey consists
of high volumes of antioxidants and
can be highly beneficial in regulat-
ing the common cold and cough.

Furthermore, it has endless
health benefits for humans and the
caffeine nectar of coffee plants is
incredibly beneficial for honeybees.
It activates their memory process and
enables bees to return to the same
flower and collect more nectar.

Moving forward
On a daily basis, more than one

billion people worldwide drink cof-
fee. Imagine how many cups of cof-
fee everyone must be consuming.
Although, it's the most widely con-
sumed beverage in the world, it's still
not everyone's cup of coffee. Honey
coffee, on the other hand, not only
soothes consumers' hectic nerves but
also aids in weight loss.

The conventional charm of honey
coupled with new-age innovations has
opened doors for several ventures div-
ing deeper into the world of nectar and
organic honey. Honey-based products
like coffee honey are usually free of
sugar, additives, and artificial flavors.
The latest food technology is special-
ly designed for such alternatives that
keep the original taste intact while
enhancing the healthy attributes of nat-
ural products. And coffee honey is an
apt example under this category.

The aforementioned data clear-
ly states that because caffeine addic-
tion has become an integral part of
most people's lifestyle, it is crucial to
opt for healthy, sustainable, and
nutritious options. Coffee honey fits
the bill perfectly.

So, when are you switching to
100 per cent organic coffee honey?

(The author is the founder of
Bee My Boo, an online store for

natural products.)
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The most ironic fact about
intuitive eating, is that it is

not very intuitive for most of us.
It takes intentional effort to get
to that point.

80 per cent of women in the
US alone are dissatisfied with
their bodies. Moreover, longing
for a thin and ideal body has an
international demand.

The impact of diet culture
has some rippling effects. But
here are some of the top ones
to consider:

�Certain groups of food are
heavily demonised.

�Makes you feel unworthy
of enjoying the good moments
of life.

�Pressure on every woman,
especially brides and new
mothers, to lose weight is
immense.

�Excessive emotional eating
behaviours — if your weight
does not reduce in the timeline
you have set.

Now, the list is endless. The
by-products of the impacts are
feelings of lethargy, eating dis-
orders, mood swings, guilt,
shame and anxiety.

Chronic dieters know that
they will always gain the weight
back. Dieting has a negative
connotation to it, even while
thinking about it. Now that the
supposed villain is floating
around everywhere in the
world, it is time to find the main
protagonist.

Unfortunately, like a hero in
a film, science and the human
body is not black and white.
There are multiple perspec-
tives that come into play when
considering intuitive eating.

The basic principle is to put
weight loss on the back burn-
er and pay more attention to the
cues of hunger. It shows you the
path to heal your relationship
with food. It encourages tap-
ping into your inner wisdom of

what your body needs. It also
leads to acceptance of your
ancestral form of eating. It val-
ues fullness over starvation. It
nudges you to respect your
body.

But the reality is, as of
now, that most focus is on just
losing weight. So how do we
find a common ground
between intuitive eating and
weight loss? 

The best way to look at diet
culture vs intuitive eating is by
asking the right questions —

�How many kgs did I lose
vs am I feeling stronger every
day?

�How can I avoid carbs in
this meal vs am I feeling satis-
fied with my meal?

�What will others think
when they see my body vs am
I feeling healthy in my body?

�Am I eating a 1,200 calo-
rie diet vs am I eating accord-
ing to what my body and mind
need to function properly?

The thought of losing
weight is weighing on pretty
much every woman's mind.
There are deeper roots of the
diet mentality than what may
seem on the surface. To a cer-
tain extent, it stems from the
patriarchal viewpoint of seeing
beauty in thin bodies. The
body does its best to conform
to massive changes in life and
protect itself. But if the main
source of fuel is heavily restrict-
ed, the body responds back in
the same non-loving manner.

Good things take time.
There is a reason this statement
has proved to be true time and
again. So let’s make small shifts
in our eating mindset, daily
movements for optimised
health, and make nutrition and
fitness a lifestyle instead of a
short-term weight loss goal.

(The author is the founder
of HFA and a holistic health

coach for women.)
=#�-�

Want to get rid of the has-
sle of multiple ingredi-

ents to lose weight?  We’ve got
just the right choice for you!
Yes, you guessed it right, it’s the
mighty oats! More specifically,
oat bran.

Oat bran is the outer layer
of the oat groat or seed. In
order to make oat bran, the
outer shell of the whole oat
groat is removed and separat-
ed from the endosperm during
the processing phase. 

Oat bran offers a number
of health benefits, including its
ability to reduce cholesterol
levels, inflammation of the
arteries and risk of coronary
heart disease. Having said that,
oat bran’s biggest attribute per-
haps is its soluble fibre content.
This promotes its ability to
benefit digestion, heart health,
weight management and cho-
lesterol levels. In addition, the
outer layer of the oat seed is
also an excellent source of
plant-based protein and
micronutrients.

Including ample fibre-rich
foods in your diet, such as oat
bran, can be exactly what you
need. Oats are widely known as
one of the healthiest grains out
there, as they're packed with
many crucial vitamins, miner-
als, and fibre. Although oat

groats and steel-cut oats natu-
rally contain bran, oat bran is
also sold as an individual prod-
uct. Fibre has several benefits
for weight loss, including
increased satiety, appetite con-
trol and blood sugar regulation.
Combine a regular intake of oat
bran with a healthy diet and
some regular exercise and you
are successfully on the path to
weight loss

From the moment it is
consumed, the fibre in the oat
bran firstly absorbs the saliva,
eventually expanding in the
stomach. It then, absorb fluids,
twenty-five times its volume.
This brings about a feeling of
fullness that lasts longer, thus
helping us to avoid unneces-
sary snack breaks in-between
meals.

Oat bran is easily available
in many health food outlets
and online stores. It typically
comes ground, and can be
prepared on a stove, in the
microwave or a slow cooker.
Keep reading for five quick
ways to include oat bran in
your diet—

�Add to your smoothies
Is your morning smooth-

ie too light, making you go
hungry even before your
lunchtime? Then you may
want to consider adding some
oat bran to your smoothie jar. 

Take half a cup of oat bran
and grind it before adding the
rest of your smoothie ingredi-
ents and blend until combined
well. The resulting mixture is

thicker, giving you a more fill-
ing smoothie, which is sure to
keep you full, well until your
lunchtime.

�Use it as a thickening
agent

If you want to increase the
thickness, or add a boost of
nutrition to your soup or a
sauce, oat bran is the answer. 

Ditch that corn starch and
get yourself some oat bran, a

healthy thickening agent. But
before you toss the oat bran
into your soup, make sure to
grind it into a fine powder to
avoid that lumpy consistency.

�Substitute oat bran for
breadcrumbs when cooking.   

You can replace bread-
crumbs, that are used as bind-
ing agents, with oat bran. 

For instance, instead of
using dry or fresh breadcrumbs
for coating your burgers and
fish fingers, use an equal por-
tion of oat bran instead. 

You can also swap out oat
bran for breadcrumbs to make
a crunchy topping for your
casserole.

Combine half a cup of oat
bran with salt, pepper, garlic
powder, and grated parmesan
cheese. Coat chicken tenders or
fillets of fish such as salmon or
basa with the oat bran coating. 

�Sprinkle some into
omelettes, yoghurt, or cottage
cheese

While oat bran is usually
cooked, you can also add it raw

into some dishes. Stir one or
two tablespoons into your
omelette, plain or flavoured
yoghurt, cottage cheese or
some tofu. This will add a
slightly nutty flavour and
increase the fibre in your snack. 

Snacking on handfuls of
bran all through the day can
aid in feeling fuller for longer
periods of time and curb future
snacking habits. 

�Use them in cakes and
cookies

Using oat bran to bake
your cakes and cookies not
only adds a healthy quotient to
your favourite desserts but
also give you that crunchy
texture. So go ahead and whip
away your almond date biscot-
ti, date bran muffins or even
date squares, adding oat bran
provides a soft, chewy texture
to these scrumptious baked
goods.

So,cut off the hassle of
buying multiple ingredients to
make your favourite dishes
and make that nutritious
switch to oat bran!

(The author is the
founder and MD of Oateo

Oats, a brand which strives to
make every oatmeal an excit-

ing affair.)
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Barcelona: Ronald Koeman got a reprieve. Now
he needs to make it last. A visit from Valencia on
Sunday kicks off a three-game home stint that the
Barcelona coach said must mark a turnaround for
his beleaguered team. After facing Valencia,
Barcelona will host Dynamo Kyiv and Real Madrid
within a week. The run of games at Camp Nou
comes after an international break that gave
Koeman a chance to regroup following a
tumultuous period for a team struggling to win
without Lionel Messi. Two weeks ago, Koeman’s
job was considered in serious jeopardy after
Barcelona had lost both of its Champions League
games by an identical 3-0 score.
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New Delhi: The 11th Hockey India Senior
Women National Championship will be held in
Jhansi in Uttar Pradesh from October 21 to 30 with
28 teams taking part in the tournament. The
championship will provide a platform for the
domestic players to showcase their talent. The 28
participating teams will be divided into eight
groups. The group winners will qualify for the
quarterfinals. After six days of group matches, the
quarterfinals will be played on October 27, the
semifinals on October 29 and the medal matches
the next day. 
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Ace Indian sprinter Hima Das, who is making a
comeback from a hamstring injury, on Wednesday
revealed that she has tested positive for COVID-19
but is stable in isolation. Das, 21, reported to the
national camp at National Institute of Sport (NIS)
in Patiala recently. “I would like to inform
everyone that I have been tested positive for
Covid-19. I am stable and at the moment in
isolation. I look forward to utilising this time to
recover and come back stronger than before,” Das
tweeted.”A gentle reminder for everyone to stay
safe and wear mask.”  Das could not make the cut
for the Tokyo Olympics after missing the 200m
qualification mark of 22.80s as she clocked 23.21s
in the Federation Cup in March this year. 
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New Delhi:  JK Tyre, India’s leading tyre
manufacturer and pioneer of motorsports in India,
has partnered with Royal Enfield for the first
edition of Continental GT Cup - India’s first retro
racing format. The track racing championship will
be part of the upcoming season of JK Tyre FMSCI
National Racing Championship (JKNRC) 2021.
JKNRC continues to lead as India’s flagship racing
Championship for the past 24 years. Since its
inception, the platform has witnessed
participation from the country’s leading
automobile manufacturers, including Maruti
Suzuki, Hyundai Motors India, General Motors,
and Suzuki Motorcycles besides leading Superbike
manufacturers.
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����	�Manama: Buoyed by the win against
higher-ranked Chinese Taipei in the last match
of its international tour, the Indian women’s
football team will play against two Swedish sides
later this month as part of its preparations for
next year’s Asian Cup in the country.  The team
will play against two top tier 1 sides Hammarby
IF (October 20) and Djurgarden IF (October 23)
in Sweden. India head coach Thomas  Dennerby
was earlier at the helm of affairs of both the
clubs. The team has already played four
international friendlies against the UAE (4-1),
Tunisia (0-1), Bahrain (5-0) and Chinese Taipei
(1-0) over the last few weeks in Dubai and
Manama.
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Young Indian batter Shafali Verma
endured an underwhelming Women’s

Big Bash League (WBBL) debut in her
team Sydney Sixers’ six-wicket win
over Melbourne Stars on the
opening day of the competition
at the Bellerive Oval here on
Thursday.

Chasing 100 runs to win
in 11 overs in the rain-hit
match, the 17-year-old right-
handed opener fell for 8 (10
balls, 1 four) in the fourth
over.

Her first-wicket
partnership with Alyssa
Healy, who hit a

superb 57 (27 balls, 11 fours), yielded 40
runs before Shafali was bowled by
Annabel Sutherland attempting a big
heave.

The Sixers appeared to be on their way
to a comfortable win before losing three

wickets including that of Healy. But
Nicole Bolton (7 not out) and Angela

Reakes (3 not out) steered them
home.

Earlier, sent in to bat by Sixers
captain Ellyse Perry, the Melbourne

Stars rode on a quick-fire 54 not
out (31 balls, 5 fours, 1 six) by

Elyse Villani to make 99 for
1 in 11 overs.

Skipper Meg Lanning
contributed 23 (17 balls,

4 fours).
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Already through to the quarterfinals,
the Indian men’s badminton team

suffered a defeat at the hands of for-
midable China in its last group match
of the Thomas Cup here on Thursday.

Only the doubles pair of
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag
Shetty could manage a win in the men’s
team championship tie as they beat He
Ji Ting and Zhou Hao Dong 21-14 21-
14 in a 41-minute contest.

The win by Rankireddy and Shetty
duo boosted the confidence of the
Indian team after a struggling Kidambi
Srikanth began the day for India with
a 12-21 16-21 loss to Shi Yu Qi in 36

minutes.
Sameer Verma gave a tough fight

to Lu Guang Ju but eventually lost his
singles match 21-14 9-21 22-24 after
one hour and 23 minutes as India
trailed 1-2.

The other doubles pair of M R
Arjun and Dhruv Kapila went down
fighting 24-26 19-21 to Liu Cheng and
Wang Yi Lyu in 52 minutes before 

Kiran George lost to Li Shi Feng
15-21 17-21 in the 43-minute singles
match.

The defeat against China was the
first for the men’s team in the tourna-
ment.

It had beaten the Netherlands 5-
0 on Sunday before notching up a vic-
tory against Tahiti by an identical mar-
gin on Tuesday to qualify for Thomas
Cup quarterfinals for the first time
since 2010. The women’s team plays
against Japan in the Uber Cup quar-
terfinal match later in the day.
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Former Pakistan captain Javed
Miandad believes a fearless

approach would be crucial to his
country’s chances of upstaging a
star-studded India when the two
arch-rivals clash in their highly-
anticipated T20 World Cup open-
er on October 24.

India have never lost to
Pakistan in an ICC World Cup,
either 50-over or T20.

“The match against India will
be crucial to getting momentum in
the tournament. They are a strong
side and have several top players
but if we can play without fear and
pressure and everyone does his bit
we can beat them,” he said.

Miandad believes that the
Pakistan team has the capability of
doing well in the event if it puts in
a collective effort.

“T20 format is one where
people think that one or two play-

ers can win you matches but I look
at it this way that in this format
everyone needs to contribute in
some way or the other for a team
to be a winning outfit,” Miandad
said.

The former batter retired from
all cricket in 1997/98 before the
T20 format was introduced inter-
nationally.

He said that Pakistan can’t just
rely on an in-form Babar Azam to
steer them ahead.
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Talismanic captain Sunil
Chhetri struck twice to lead

a beleaguered India to a 3-1 win
over hosts Maldives in their final
league match and enter the final
of the SAFF Championships
here on Wednesday.

Chhetri scored in the 62nd
and 71st minutes after Manvir
Singh had given India the lead
in the 33rd minute in the must-
win match for India. Ali Ashfaq
pulled one back for Maldives in
the 45th minute from a spot
kick.

The 37-year-old Chhetri,
who was playing in his 124th

match, is just one goal shy of
Argentine maestro Lionel Messi
(80), who is the second highest
international goal scorer among
active players behind Portugal
superstar Cristiano Ronaldo
(115).  

Seven-time champions
India, who finished on top of the
five-team table with eight points,
face Nepal in the final on
October 16.

Nepal drew 1-1 with
Bangladesh in the earlier match
of the day to finish second in the
round-robin league with seven
points.

India had beaten Nepal 1-0
in a league stage.
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Delhi Capitals captain Rishabh Pant
on Thursday said he is proud of his

side despite its ouster from the IPL after
a close loss to Kolkata Knight Riders in
Qualifier 2 and described his teammates
as “exceptional warriors”.

Delhi lost by three wickets, primar-
ily undone by an underwhelming bat-
ting show which put up just 135 runs on
the board for KKR to chase. Delhi fought
hard with the ball but KKR edged
home with one ball to spare after losing
five wickets for seven runs at one stage.
“It ended in heartbreak last night, but I
could not be more proud of leading this
team of exceptional warriors. We battled
hard through the season, and while we
may have fallen short on some days, we
always gave 100 per cent,” Pant tweet-
ed. “To the owners, management, staff,
my teammates and most importantly,
our passionate fans, I want to say thank
you from my heart. You all made this
season special. 
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MS Dhoni’s
experienced
C h e n n a i

Super Kings will lock
horns with resurgent
Kolkata Knight Riders,
led by Eoin Morgan, in

the high-octane grand
finale of IPL 2021 at Dubai

International Stadium, here on
Friday.

It will be a record ninth final
appearance in 12 editions for
Chennai, who have won three

titles in 2010, 2011, and 2018
while KKR, who have won the

trophy in 2012 and 2014 under
the captaincy of Gautam

Gambhir, will play their
third final. It will also be
a repeat of the 2012 IPL
final, where both teams
faced each other.

CSK beat Delhi
Capitals by four wick-
ets in Qualifier 1 in
Dubai and became
the first team to
reach IPL 2021 final
and Kolkata also
defeated the same
team by three wickets
in Qualifier 2 on
Wednesday to set up
the blockbuster final
showdown against MS
Dhoni’s team.

The summit clash
on Friday will also be
a battle between the
two best white-ball
captains MS Dhoni
and Eoin Morgan,
who might be short of
runs but have been
smart in their tactics
on the field.

Openers Faf du
Plessis and Ruturaj
Gaikwad along with
Moeen Ali, Ravindra
Jadeja have done
exceedingly well with

the bat for CSK. But, how they deal with the
12 quality overs ‘rom KKR’s spin trio of
Varun Chakravarthy, Shakib Al Hasan, and
Sunil Narine, can decide the outcome of the
final.

However, the final match will be played
on a better pitch in Dubai in comparison to
a slow and sluggish tack of Sharjah. And the
likes of Ambati Rayudu, Robin Uthappa and
MS dhoni in middle overs can heave a sigh
of relief.

Deepak Chahar, Shardul Thakur,
Dwayne Bravo, and Josh Hazlewood have
been good with the ball for CSK. But they
have also crumbled under pressure especial-
ly while defending the target. The experience
of playing in Dubai in the last couple of
games may help CSK bowlers to acclimatise
well with angles of ground and pitch.

On the other hand, Eoin Morgan-led
KKR have been on a fairytale ride since the
UAE leg of the tournament began. A bulk of

Kolkata’s success in the UAE leg has been due
to the fearless approach by their youngsters.
Openers Shubman Gill and Venkatesh Iyer
have given them fantastic starts and Rahul
Tripathi and Nitish Rana have also chipped
in with useful inn’ngs.

Shakib’s all-round abilities have provid-
ed more balance to KKR in absence of Andre
Russell, who sustained a hamstring injury. It
will be interesting to see whether Russell
becomes fit to play in the final or not. Their
pacers Lockie Ferguson, Shivam Mavi have
picked wickets at regular intervals while spin-
ners Varun Chakravarthy, and Sunil Narine
have stifled opposition batsmen with disci-
plined bowling.

However, the big concern for the
McCullum-coached side going into the final
will be the form of Dinesh Karthik and Eoin
Morgan, both of whom registered ducks in
the Qualifier 2 against DC on Wednesday and
continue to have a poor season with the bat.

Squads:
Kolkata Knight Riders: Eoin Morgan

(C), Andre Russell, Dinesh Karthik (W),
Kamlesh Nagarkoti, Kuldeep Yadav, Lockie
Ferguson, Nitish Rana, Pat Cummins,
Prasidh Krishna, Rahul Tripathi, Sandeep
Warrier, Shivam Mavi, Shubman Gill, Sunil
Narine, Tim Seifert, Varun Chakravarthy,
Shakib Al Hasan, Sheldon Jackson, Vaibhav
Arora, Karun Nair, Harbhajan Singh, Ben
Cutting, Venkatesh Iyer, Pawan Negi,
Gurkeerat Mann Singh, Tim Southee

Chennai Super Kings: Mahendra Singh
Dhoni (captain), Suresh Raina, Ambati
Rayudu, KM Asif, Deepak Chahar, Dwayne
Bravo, Faf du Plessis, Imran Tahir, N
Jagadeesan, Karn Sharma, Lungi Ngidi,
Mitchell Santner, Ravindra Jadeja, Ruturaj
Gaikwad, Shardul Thakur, R Sai Kishore,
Moeen Ali, K Gowtham, Cheteshwar Pujara,
Harishankar Reddy, Bhagath Varma, C Hari
Nishaanth.
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Acouple of hours after its
launch, the new jersey of

the Indian cricket team was
showcased in a scintillating
light show on Burj Khalifa, the
worlds tallest building, in
Dubai. MPL Sports, the official
kit sponsor for the Indian
cricket team, posted the video
of the light show at the Burj
Khalifa with the new jersey late
on Wednesday night.

“For the first time ever, a
Team India Jersey lit up the
@BurjKhalifa. The
#BillionCheersJersey inspired
by the cheers of a billion fans
reached new heights, quite lit-
erally. 

Are you ready to
#ShowYourGame and back
Team India?” tweeted the MPL
Sports on Thursday.

The Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) also
shared the video on its Twitter
handle, reading as “The Team
India World Cup jersey unveil
gets bigger and better with a
projection on the iconic Burj
Khalifa. Watch the historic
moment here!”

The new jersey, unveiled
ahead of the men’s T20 World
Cup in the UAE and Oman,
features soundwaves designs
inspired from the cheers of the
fans. During the show, larger-
than-life renditions of captain
Virat Kohli, vice-captain Rohit
Sharma, KL Rahul, Rishabh
Pant, Ravindra Jadeja and
Jasprit Bumrah in the new jer-
sey.

India will kick off their
men’s T20 World Cup cam-
paign against Pakistan in a
Group 2 match of Super 12 on
October 24 in the Dubai
International Stadium.
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