
����������	
����	
��
����	���

��

������� �������	
��������
���
��	
����������	����
������
�	���������	���	�����	���������
���������
����	�������
��

�������	�����������������
	�
����	��	���
�	��	��
���
���
���
�������
������
�	� �	���
�
�
��	��������	���	�!

������������������
����	�	��	��������

����� !"� "��	�����
�	�
�����������������������������
�������������#���$��%����
�$���&'$��	������
�	��(	
���
)%&�(* ��+%,�- ��
������
"����
	���(����.	����)"(.* 
/�	��$�
�����������	������+	�
���+���	�����0���	 �	�1.10
���
����	�!

�������

#���� 2&3�1&4%"

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday lauded the

100-crore vaccination “mile-
stone” achieved by India and
said it is “the answer to every
question and doubts raised
about India’s ability over it”.

Addressing the nation on
the occasion, Modi said, “100-
crore vaccinations are not just
a figure, but a reflection of the
strength of the country, it is the
creation of a new chapter of
history. This is a picture of a
new India that sets difficult
goals and knows how to
achieve them.”

The Prime Minister’s praise
for the country reaching a long
way in its fight against the pan-
demic has come against the
Congress-led Opposition’s crit-
icism of the Modi
Government’s handling of
coronavirus and the large num-
ber of deaths taking place due
to the shortage of life-saving
Oxygen across the country.

He said the speed with
which India crossed the 100-
crore mark is also being appre-
ciated across the world.
However, he pointed out, in
this analysis the point of begin-
ning for India is often missed.
He said developed countries

had decades of expertise in
researching and developing
vaccines. India mostly depend-
ed on vaccines made by these
countries.

He said for “this reason
when the biggest pandemic of
the century struck, various
questions were raised about
India’s ability to fight the glob-
al pandemic. Questions like
from where India will get the
money to buy so many vaccines
from other countries, when
India will get the vaccine,
whether the people of India will
get the vaccine or not, and
whether India will be able to
vaccinate enough people to
stop the pandemic from
spreading were all answered by
achieving this feat of adminis-
tering 100 crore vaccinations.”

He stressed that India has
not only administered 100
crore vaccine doses to its citi-
zens “but has also done that
free of cost.” He said the accep-
tance that India enjoys in the
world as a pharma hub will be
further strengthened.

The Prime Minister said at
the beginning of the corona
pandemic, people were anxious
that it would be very difficult
to fight this pandemic in a
democracy like India.

He said that the country

has only one mantra that if the
disease did not discriminate,
then there cannot be any dis-
crimination in the vaccination.

Modi said that was the
reason why “it was ensured that
the VIP culture of entitlement
does not dominate the vacci-
nation campaign.”

The Prime Minister said
questions were raised that most
of the people in India would
not go to the vaccination cen-
tre to get vaccinated.

“Vaccine hesitancy remains
a major challenge even today in
many major developed coun-
tries of the world. But the peo-
ple of India have answered it by
taking 100 crore vaccine doses”,
Modi said.

He said a campaign is
“everybody’s effort” and if

everyone’s efforts are syner-
gised, the results are amazing.
The Government made public
participation the first line of
defence in the country’s fight
against the pandemic.

The Prime Minister said
India’s “entire vaccination pro-
gram is born in the womb of
science, has grown on scientif-
ic grounds and has reached all
four directions through scien-
tific methods.”

The PM said resources
were increased with extraordi-
nary speed and the Cowin
platform not only gave conve-
nience to the common people
but also made the work of our
medical staff easier.

As against the Opposition
parties’ criticism of the
Government for its “mishan-

dling” of the economy during
the onslaught of the Covid-19,
the Prime Minister said experts
and many agencies from home
and abroad are very positive
about India’s economy.

“Today not only are record
investments coming in Indian
companies but new employ-
ment opportunities are also
being created for the youth.
With record investment in
start-ups, unicorns are being
made. New energy is also vis-
ible in the housing sector”, he
said.

Modi said many reforms
and initiatives taken in the last
few months will play a big role
in making India’s economy
grow faster.

In the backdrop of about
10-month-old farmers’ agita-
tion and demand for scrapping
three farm laws intending to
open up the agriculture sector
to private traders, Modi said
during the pandemic, the agri-
culture sector kept our econo-
my strong. “Today
Government procurement of
food grains is happening at a
record level. The money is
going directly into the bank
accounts of the farmers,” he
said.

Modi stuck a note of cau-
tion against Covid-19 despite
100 crore vaccination saying
“we need to be constantly care-
ful no matter how good the
cover is, no matter how mod-
ern the armour is, even if
armour gives a complete guar-
antee of protection, weapons
are not given up while the bat-
tle is on.”
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The delay in filling vacancies
in tribunals again invited

the Supreme Court’s wrath
against the Centre. 

Expressing displeasure over
delay in appointments in the
districts and State Consumer
Disputes Redressal
Commissions, the apex court
on Friday said if the
Government did not  want the
tribunals then it should abolish
the Consumer Protection Act.

The bench comprising
Justices SK Kaul and MM
Sundresh said it is unfortunate
that the top court is being
called upon to examine and see
that vacancies in tribunals are
filled up. 

“If the Government does
not want the tribunals then
abolish the act... We are stretch-
ing our jurisdiction to see the
vacancies are filled in.
Normally we should not spend
time on this and the posts
should be filled. Unfortunately,
the judiciary is called upon to
see that these posts are
manned. This is not a very
happy situation,” the bench
said. 

The SC was hearing a suo
motu case on the inaction of
the Governments in appointing
president and members/staff of
Districts and State Consumer
Disputes Redressal
Commissions and inadequate

infrastructure across India. 
The apex court in its order

directed that the process of fill-
ing up vacancies in the State
Consumer Commissions as
per its earlier directions must
not be impeded by the judge-
ment of the Bombay High
Court which had quashed cer-
tain Consumer Protection
Rules. 

As the hearing com-
menced, senior advocate Gopal
Sankaranarayanan, appointed
as amicus curiae in the case,
apprised the court of the judge-
ment passed by the Bombay
High Court at Nagpur Bench
quashing certain Consumer
Protection Rules. 

He said the Centre intro-
duced the Tribunal Reforms
Act in violation of the apex
court judgement in the Madras
Bar Association case.
Additional Solicitor General
Aman Lekhi, appearing for
the Centre, said the
Government is in the process
of filing an appeal against the
Bombay High Court order
which quashed certain provi-
sions of Consumer Protection
Rules. 

He told the bench that the
Tribunal Reforms Act intro-
duced by the Centre was not in

contravention rather it was in
consonance with the Madras
Bar Association judgement of
the apex court. 

The apex court, however,
remarked, “It seems that the
bench says something and you
do something else and some
kind of embargo is being cre-
ated and in this process, the cit-
izens of the country are suf-
fering. These are places for
remedy like consumer forums.
These are small issues that
people deal with and these are
not high stake matters.” 

The very purpose of setting
up these tribunals to provide
consumer remedy is not being
met, the bench remarked. 

The apex court also direct-
ed the States to submit data in
a prescribed form within one
week failing which the con-
cerned secretary has to remain
present before it. 

After the conclusion of the
hearing in the case, Justice
Sundresh said there is a need to
look into the problem from a
different perspective and per-
manent consumer courts
should replace consumer
commissions which are
manned by retired judicial offi-
cers on an ad-hoc basis.

Continued on Page 11
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At a time when he has gone
“missing” and not

responded to warrants issued to
him in two important cases, the
Koregaon Bhima commission
of inquiry on Friday issued
summons against Mumbai’s
former Police Commissioner
Param Bir Singh to appear
before it as a witness in the
ongoing investigations into the
manner in which the previous
BJP-led Government handled
the 2018 Bhima Koregaon-
Elgaar Parishad case.

The Commission headed
by JN Patel, retired chief justice
of Kolkata High Court, and
comprising Sumit Mullick, for-
mer Maharashtra Chief

Secretary, also summoned
Pune’s former Police
Commissioner Rashmi Shukla
to appear as a witness in the
ongoing proceedings before it.

The summons issued by
the commission to both Param
Bir and Shukla read thus:
“Considering that Param Bir
was ADG (law and order) State
of Maharashtra at the relevant
time when the incident of vio-
lence took place at Bhima
Koregaon on January 1, 2018
and sometime prior and after
that date in some parts of the
State. As such he must have
received valuable inputs con-
cerning terms of reference
before the commission”.

“Under the tenure of
Shukla who was the police
commissioner for Pune city,
some incidents of violence had
taken place in and around
Pune city. The CP office must
have received valuable
inputs/information concern-
ing the terms of reference
before the commission. 

Continued on Page 11
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The CBI on Friday arrested
six more accused persons

in an ongoing investigation of
a case related to making
derogatory posts on social
media against judges and the
judiciary.

The accused arrested in the
case are Sridhar Reddy Avuthu,
Jalagam Venkata
Satyanarayana, Guda Sridhar
Reddy, Sreenath Suswaram,
Kishore Kumar Darisa, alias
Kishore Reddy Darisa, and
Sudduluri Ajay Amruth.

The agency said the arrest-
ed accused will be produced
before the competent court.

The CBI had registered a
case on November 11 last year
against 16 accused and took
over the investigation of 12
FIRs from CID of the Andhra
Pradesh Police in pursuance of
the orders of Andhra Pradesh
High Court. The High Court
had directed the CBI to probe
the matter in response to a writ
petition filed in 2020.

The original FIRs were
registered on the complaints

from the Registrar General of
the Andhra Pradesh High
Court.

“It was alleged that the key
personnel occupying posts of
prominence in the State of
Andhra Pradesh by intention-
ally targeting the judiciary,
made derogatory posts on
social media platform against
judges and judiciary following
some court verdicts delivered
by the judges of High Court of
Andhra Pradesh,” the agency
has said. 

Continued on Page 11
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Union Minister of State for
Home Ajay Mishra’s son

Ashish Mishra, arrested for
his alleged role in the
Lakhimpur Kheri violence, was
on Friday remanded in police
custody for two days.

It was for the second time
that he was remanded in police
custody Chief Judicial
Magistrate Chinta Ram.

Besides, Mishra, CJM Ram
also sent three other accused in
the case — Ankit Das, Shekhar
Bharti and Latif — to police
custody, acceding to the pros-
ecution’s request for their police
remand. The two-day police
remand for the four, starting
from 5 pm on Friday, will end
at the same time on Sunday.

After his arrest on October
9, the son of Union MoS
(Home) was first remanded to
police custody on October 11
with the remand period start-
ing on October 12 and ending
on October 15. After the expiry
of his first remand period, he
had been sent back to the
Lakhimpur Jail under judicial
custody. 

“The Special Investigation

Team probing into the
Lakhimpur Kheri violence had
approached the CJM’s court
here again requesting police
custody of Ashish Mishra alias
Monu and three others —
Ankit Das, Shekhar Bharti and
Latif,” Special Prosecution
Officer SP Yadav told PTI.

“After hearing the argu-
ments from the prosecution
and defence counsel, the court
remanded the four in police
custody from October 22 to 24
for their custodial interroga-
tion,” he added.

While remanding the four
in police custody, the court
allowed  their lawyers to watch
their questioning from a dis-
tance without interfering with
the investigation.

The court also asked the
police to get the accused med-
ically examination at the start
and the end of their remand
period. The court had earlier
on Thursday remanded four
other accused – Sumit Jaiswal,
Satya Prakash Tripathi alias
Satyam, Nandan Singh Bisht
and Shishu Pal – in police cus-
tody for three days.

The police remand of all
seven accused will end on
October 24 evening.
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In an attempt to weed out
anomalies and prevent delays

in the purchase of uniforms for
school children, the Uttar
Pradesh government has
decided to transfer money for
the purchase of uniforms,
sweaters, shoes and school
bags directly to the accounts of
the parents of bona fide stu-
dents. The decision was taken
in a cabinet meeting held here
on Friday.

“The government has
decided to transfer money to
purchase uniforms, sweaters,
school bags, shoes and stock-
ings to the accounts of the par-
ents of students (classes I-
VIII). The money will be paid
through the Direct Benefit
Transfer (DBT),” a govern-
ment spokesman said.

He said that students of
primary, upper primary, non-

government aided primary/
pre-secondary schools would
benefit from this scheme.

“This will ensure a trans-
parent system and develop a
market at the local level which,
in turn, will generate self-
employment opportunities in
rural areas. Due to timely avail-
ability of facilities to the stu-
dents, their attendance and
learning-teaching environment
will also improve,” the
spokesman said, adding that
with this arrangement, the
state, district and block-level
administrative officers would
be in a position to focus more
on improving the quality of
education by being free from
the procurement process.

At present, free uniforms
are provided to the students of
classes I-VIII by the govern-
ment and these are arranged
through different processes.
Due to this, timely supply of

uniforms remains a challenge
and sometimes complaints
regarding the quality are also
received.

“An amount of about �
1,800 crore will be transferred
through DBT in the bank
accounts of parents of more
than 1.60 crore students for free
uniforms,” an official said.

In another decision, the
state cabinet approved the pro-
posal to amend the UP
Agriculture Export Policy-2019
to provide more help to the
farmers.

The Uttar Pradesh
Agricultural Export Policy-
2019 has been promulgated
with a view to increasing the
export of agricultural products
from UP to the farmers to get
better prices for their produce.

“In view of the practical
difficulties being faced in the
construction of export-based
farmer clusters, a provision

has been made to have at least
50 hectares of agricultural land
within the boundaries of the
development block. With this,
cluster-based incentive benefits
under the UP Agriculture
Export Policy-2019 will be
accessible and acceptable to the
farmer groups in a timely man-
ner,” the spokesman said.

This will encourage exports
and for simplification of the
process, arrangements have
been made to determine the
process of proving export
obligation by the government
from time to time, the official
said.

The cabinet, while relaxing
the provisions of the Uttar
Pradesh Defence and
Aerospace Unit and
Employment Promotion
Policy-2018 (as amended), for
the development of indige-
nous technology in the nation-
al security and defence sector,

allotted land in favour of the
Bharat Dynamics Limited
(BDL), and allowed 100 per
cent relaxation on stamp duty
on land purchase.

The BDL will set up a
facility to manufacture propul-
sion systems to be used in the
Akash missile in the defence
sector with indigenous tech-
nology at the Jhansi node of the
Uttar Pradesh Defence
Industrial Corridor. A total
investment of ��400 crore has
been proposed by the BDL.

In another decision, the
government has decided to
give free land to DRDO
Brahmos at a token lease rent
of �� 1 and also give 100 per
cent exemption on stand duty
on the purchase of 80 hectares
of land. This project will come
up in Sarojininagar tehsil at the
Lucknow node of the Uttar
Pradesh Defence Industrial
Corridor.
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NOTICE

I Sumbul Haroon mother of
Mohammad Hassan wants to
change my son's name to
Mohammad Hassan Khan  and
his  father's  name from Javed
Saeed to Mohd Imran Khan
R/o F.N.402 Anand Apartments
B- 980 ST-A Mahanagar Lko

NOTICE

I, Bhagwan Singh Kushwah
Army Service No- 15417332-
A, declared that my son Amit
Singh passing high school Roll
No-5151649 and intermediate
Roll No-23687782 mention in
father name Bhagwan Singh.
Actual Amit Singh father's
name is Bhagwan Singh
Kushwah. According to Army
Record mention in Bhagwan
Singh Kushwah.

NOTICE

I Akanksha D/o Kamal Kumar
Shukla R/o 479 Kailash Vihar
Jajmau Chakeri Kanpur-10
have changed my name from
Akanksha to Akanksha Shukla.
vide aff idavit no-in-
UP05764384241 227T dated
20 Oct 2021 before Kanpur
Court (U.P.) 

�����

����	
��	�	����	����	������	Army No.
18023589W, Rank-SRP�	�����������
���	����	���	Ramnuj Shukla ����
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NOTICE

I have changed of my Minor
Son from Viraj Sharma to Virat
Sharma from now he may be
known as Virat Sharma S/o
Vikas Sharma R/o 16 Vasant
Kunj 4/274A Parwati Bangla
Road Kanpur.

Declaration/Publication to all

I Munshi Singh Yadav S/o Late
Rajdev Singh Yadav Village-
Dhaneshpur Tahsil-Kasimabad
Dist-Ghazipur. Declare that I
am Ex. A.C.P, Nayab Subedaar
Retired on 30 September 2015
in my service record mention as
name of my sons Aman Yadav
is incomplete my son's name
about his educational certificate
is  Aman Yadav not only Aman.
So that my service record the
name of my son Aman Yadav to
be completed according educa-
tional Certificate as Aman Yadav.

NOTICE

Notify that I have changed my
son name from Prince to new
name Thaker Pratham Arjundev
for all purposes & records. I
Thaker Arjundev Kamleshbhai
S/o Thaker Kamleshbhai
Jayantilal,  R/o Vill & Post
Prempur,  Teh - Himmatnagar,
Dist- Sabarkantha, State-
Gujarat, Pin - 383225
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Hitting out at the opposition par-
ties, Uttar Pradesh Chief

Minister Yogi Adityanath said that the
BJP governments at the Centre and
the state have eradicated the ‘malaise
of corruption’ spread by the previous
governments, and provided people a
transparent and efficient system
where government benefits reach all
the people.

Addressing the ‘Samajik
Pratinidhi Sammelan’ in Lucknow on
Friday, the CM said that before 2014,
there was dissatisfaction and distrust
in the country, as there was a new
scam every day. “Previous govern-
ments had nothing to do with the
development but were keen on mak-
ing money for their families,” he said.

Stating that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s ‘Sabka Saath, Sabka
Vikas’ was not merely a slogan but a
reality, the CM said: “We have worked
for the development of all without any
discrimination or indulging in
appeasement like others. Had the
opposition catered to all sections
without any discrimination, the sce-
nario today would have been differ-
ent; they won’t have been voted out
of power.”

According to the CM, a good
government plays a vital role in pro-
viding good guidance to citizens.
“People must know that BJP works in
the interest of building a good soci-
ety. It is dedicatedly fulfilling all the
promises made to the 24 crore one by
one, and is committed towards the
development of farmers, women,
and the poor,” he said.

Emphasising that the state gov-
ernment functioned with full dedica-

tion, he said, “Today everyone has
been given housing, toilets, gas, elec-
tricity without any caste, religion and
regional bias. No criminal can dare
to forcibly take possession of any
farmer’s land. The previous govern-
ment did not want to construct
houses for the poor and even
obstructed the Centre’s plan to pro-
vide ‘pucca’ houses to the beneficia-
ries.”

The CM also requested the pub-

lic to give a decisive verdict in 2022
as the previous government which
could not stand by them in bad times
was worthless.

“It is the responsibility of every
citizen to know the difference
between a good and bad government,
and then choose what is beneficial for
them,” Yogi said.

Talking about terrorism, the CM
said that no one could dare to indulge
in anti-national and anti-social activ-

ities today. “Now, Pakistan and China
cannot infiltrate into India’s borders.
If they do, the Indian army will give
them a befitting reply,” he added.

He alleged that the erstwhile SP
government always worked for terror-
ists and terrorism. “During the pre-
vious regime, the cases against terror-
ists used to be withdrawn. Today, no
one has the courage to plan any
attack,” he said.

“BJP govt’s zero-tolerance policy
towards crime and criminals has
shown positive results in the last four
and a half years. There was a time
when the power used to be a slave of
the mafia, but today the bulldozer of
our government runs on them,” he
added. Continuing with his attack on
the Samajwadi Party, Yogi said: “Had
there been a BJP government earli-
er, no one would have dared to open
fire at Ram bhakts in November 1990.
Those who ordered firing on Ram
Swaks for votes were ‘Ramdrohi
(anti-Ram). Lord Ram will never for-
give them.”

Under the guidance of PM Modi,
the wait of 500 years for the construc-
tion of the grand Ram Mandir is
going to be over. Once constructed,
it will be the most magnificent tem-
ple in the world, he added.
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Lucknow (PNS): After assessing

crop losses caused by heavy unsea-
sonal rains and floods in 35 districts
of the state, the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment has sanctioned a special
relief package of Rs 78 crore to be dis-
tributed as compensation to 2.35 lakh
farmers.

At a high-level meeting on
Friday, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath reviewed the progress of
crop compensation assessment in
Lucknow. Additional Chief Secretary,
Revenue, Manoj Kumar Singh
informed the chief minister that the
assessment of damage caused to

agricultural crops due to floods and
heavy rains was underway and more
than 2.35 lakh affected farmers had
been identified in 35 districts.

These 35 districts include Deoria,
Maharajganj, Siddharth Nagar,
Gorakhpur, Mirzapur, Sant Kabir
Nagar, Sitapur, Kushi Nagar, Ballia,
Bahraich, Mau, Varanasi, Jhansi,
Ghazipur, Barabanki, Jalaun, Kheri,
Lalitpur, Chandauli, Kaushambi,
Ambedkarnagar, Bijnaur, Basti,
Gonda, Chitrakoot, Balrampur,
Banda, Auraiya, Farrukhabad,
Pilibhit, Lakhimpur, Kanpur Dehat,
Bhadohi, Sultanpur, Agra and

Shravasti. The maximum affected
farmers (37,848) are from Deoria
while the least damage was reported
in Shravasti.

The CM said that not a single eli-
gible farmer should be deprived of
compensation and everyone should
be compensated as soon as possible.
The compensation amount will be
directly transferred to the bank
accounts of farmers from the district
treasury. In wake of natural calami-
ties, the state government has been
providing financial assistance from
the National Disaster Relief Fund
(NDRF).
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The demand for platelets
has increased across the

city hospitals in view of the
increasing number of dengue
cases. According to head of
KGMU’s Blood Transfusion
department Dr Tulika
Chandra, the demand has
almost doubled. However,
pointed out that the situation
is still under control and man-
ageable.

Dr Anupam Verma from
SGPGI’s Transfusion Medicine
department said the demand
has definitely increased but
the situation is not alarming.
He said only 10-12 percent of
the patients require platelets,
including those who have
haemorrhagic dengue fever or
those whose platelet count has
gone below 20,000, which is the
baseline marker.

“It is for the clinicians to
decide which patients require
platelets and can they be man-
aged,” he added.

Most of the procedures
required for the transfer of
platelets broadly cover three
ways. “In the single donor
platelet transfer, we use a dial-
ysis-like machine to which the
donor is connected. We take
out the entire blood through
the machine and it is a 50-

minute procedure in which
the platelets are drawn out of
the blood and then returned to
the machine. The same blood
group donor is called for the
exercise,” Dr Verma explained.

He said that in the second
procedure, which is called the
random donor platelet transfer,
they take one unit blood from
different donors and obtain
platelets of different blood
groups. Then there is a third
procedure in which the
platelets of the same blood
group obtained in the random
donor process are pooled
through a machine after the
white blood cells are removed,
which makes it a new product
that is as good as the single
donor platelet.

Dr Verma said they nor-
mally give RDPs first to the
patients but if the platelet count
is very low, they go for SDP.

“The demand for the SDPs
has increased currently  and if
there is demand from the hos-
pitals, we also try to meet it,” he
said.

He added that they try to
arrange the single donor from
the volunteers they have but
most of the time people are not
too keen because it involves
insertion of tubes and all, and
so they tell patients’ relatives to
arrange for the donors.
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The exercise to administer
the second Covid vaccine

dose to people has been given
an impetus in Uttar Pradesh,
State Immunisation Officer Dr
Ajay Ghai said. The number of
second doses has increased
considerably in the past ten
days, he said.

“About a month back, the
number of second doses was
just 10 percent of the first.
However, in the last ten days,
the ratio of the first and second
doses being administered in the
state is 50:50,” he said.

He pointed out that it was
because the maximum vacci-
nations had taken place in the
months of July and August, and
now the people are due for their
second Covishield doses after
the completion of 84-day gap.
“The second dose will further
increase in the coming days
and may probably come to a
60:40 ratio with the first,” he
said. Asked about the possibil-

ity of reduction in the gap
between two Covishield doses
to speed up the drive, he said
it would depend on the Central
government’s directions and
the guidelines issued by it.

As per official data, 19.26
percent of the eligible popula-
tion in UP has been fully vac-
cinated and the number of
second doses was 2.8 crore till
October 21.

In GB Nagar, the second
doses administered are 9.13
lakh while the coverage of
population is 58.6 percent.

The number of second
doses administered in
Ghaziabad is 9.7 lakh and the
coverage of population is 36
percent. In Lucknow, the num-
ber of second doses adminis-
tered is 13.5 lakh and coverage
is 36 percent; in Meerut, the
second doses administered are
7.6 lakh and coverage 29.9
percent; in Varanasi, the second
doses administered are 7.6 lakh
and coverage 25.8 percent; in
Bareilly, the doses administered
are 6.65 lakh and coverage
20.8 percent; in Bahraich, the

second doses administered are
5.1 lakh and coverage 20.2
percent; in Shahjahanpur, the
doses administered are 4.1 lakh
and coverage 19.2 percent; in
Mirzapur, the doses adminis-
tered are 4 lakh and coverage
21.5 percent; and in Sitapur, the
doses administered are 4.15
lakh and population coverage
13.3 percent.

Nodal officer for Covid at
KGMU, Dr Nishant Verma
said the number of fully vacci-
nated people has increased
considerably at their vaccina-

tion centre because of the
increased number of people
given the first jab three months
back. Asked if there were peo-
ple who were not interested in
getting the second dose, he said
there are such people but are
too few. 

Meanwhile, Organised
Medicine Academic Guild sec-
retary Dr Ishwar Gilada said
that the experience of mass
vaccination programme with-
in such a short duration was
not there anywhere in the
world and wasn’t an easy task
for setting up infrastructure like
cold  chain, supply chain man-
agement, software application
to maintain data and estab-
lishing close to 1,00,000 vacci-
nation centres across the width
and length of the country. “If
we look at data, India has
increasingly administered more
doses every month since
January, overcoming the initial
vaccine hesitancy. It is impor-
tant to note that the daily vac-
cination rate is also not uni-
form,” he added.

Dr Gilada said though  the
World Health Organization is
aiming for all countries to fully
vaccinate 70% of their respec-
tive population by June next
year, India plans to do that in
next 70 days by giving 2 crore
vaccines per day.
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Lucknow (PNS): Brisk online sales in Covid pan-
demic times in the run-up to Diwali are expect-
ed to dent the offline markets which otherwise wit-
ness huge crowds. President of Udyog Vyapar
Mandal Sandeep Bansal said their expectations
regarding  sales this Diwali are not much.

He said the buyer has become increasingly lazy
and is not ready to step out. “The online sales have
impacted the traditional markets in a major way.
The customers who are getting everything online
are not interested in taking the pains to step and
in the rush. We expect no extraordinary sales this
Diwali and if we are able to sell the stock which
we have purchases, it would be enough,” Bansal
said.He said that as compared to last year when
the Covid impact was still fresh, the sales could
increase by 10-20 percent, but the real compari-
son should be made with the pre-Covid Diwali
sales in 2019.

Bansal said they have been constantly urging
the government to not let the markets be monop-
olised by online marketplaces. “We will end up los-
ing customers in this situation,” he added.

Commenting on online markets selling prod-
ucts at cheaper rates, he said they have appealed
to the traditional sellers to also lower the rates
because it is a case of survival for them. 
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Lucknow (PNS): Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
on Friday met Dr Shailendra Singh, who recently
received the ‘Behler Turtle Conservation Award’.
Singh said they were invited by the CM office after
he won award. The award was set up to recognise
the outstanding achievements, contribution and
leadership excellence in turtle conservation and biol-
ogy, and is called the Nobel Prize of Turtle
Conservation. Singh said his team effort has been
successful in bringing back three critically endan-
gered turtle species from the brink of extinction.
Singh is a Lucknow-based aquatic wildlife scientist
who spearheads Turtle Survival Alliance India
Programme. The TSA team, including Dr Singh and
Arunima Singh, apprised the CM of the organisa-
tion’s joint efforts towards conserving threatened
fresh-water aquatic wildlife of the state. He said the
CM assured the TSA India team all the possible sup-
port towards the conservation of turtles and
important aquatic wildlife of UP. 
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Lucknow (PNS): India and the United States
share much in common and even though the US
is an old democracy, it has much to learn from the
developments taking place in newer democracies
like South Africa and India, Prof David Richards
from New York University of Law said while speak-
ing at an international webinar on ‘Transcending
Hender Norms — An International Human Rights
Perspective’, organised by the Faculty of Law,
Lucknow University, on Friday.

Several renowned speakers addressed issues like
gay rights, preventing discrimination against
women, gender justice, gender sensitivity and
reproductive rights of women. 

Prof Richards presented his paper on
‘Comparative constitutional law developments in
USA, South Africa and India as the source of devel-
opment in gay rights’ at the webinar. He expressed
appreciation for the two judgments of the Supreme
Court of India of Justice (Retd) PS Puttaswamy case
and Suresh Kumar Kaushal case. He quoted
excerpts from the judgment referring to opinions
of Justice DY Chandrachud and  Justice Dipak Misra
as an important development and departure from
the earlier colonial regime in India. Director of
Indian Law Institute Prof Manoj Kumar Sinha, an
authority in human rights and international law,
spoke on convention of elimination of all forms of
discrimination against women to which India is a
signatory. He spoke on the role played by Hansa
Mehta in drafting the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and changing its terminology from
‘all men are born free’ to ‘all human beings are born
free’, thus making it inclusive of all genders. Senior
advocate Priya Hingorani spoke on gender sensi-
tivity in justice delivery System. She spoke on the
increasing participation of women in judiciary to
ensure gender sensitivity. In her interactive session
with students of LU as well as other participants,
she emphasised on PIL as an important tool for mak-
ing justice delivery more inclusive of all genders.
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Uttar Pradesh witnessed
the sharpest decline in the

number of active COVID-19
cases on Friday as the tally
dipped below the 100-mark
for the first time since the
surge witnessed during the
second wave. The active case-
load in the most populous
state now stands at 85, of
which 72 patients are in home
isolation.

On Friday, the state also
recorded another decline in
the number of new Covid
cases as the infections were

limited to 3, making it the low-
est single-day tally. The Covid
control mechanism in UP got
a further boost with 44 dis-
tricts becoming Covid-free
with active as well as fresh
cases declining to zero. 

The drop in fresh and
active cases in Aligarh,
Amroha, Auraiya, Badaun,
Baghpat, Ballia, Balrampur,
Barabanki, Basti, Bahraich,
Bijnor, Chitrakoot, Deoria,
Etah, Etawah, Farrukhabad,
Fatehpur, Firozabad, Gonda,
Hamirpur, Hardoi, Hathras,
Jhansi, Kanpur Dehat, Kanpur
Nagar, Kasganj, Kaushambi,

Kushinagar, Lakhimpur-
Kheri, Lalitpur, Maharajganj,
Mahoba, Mainpuri, Mirzapur,
Moradabad, Pratapgarh, Rae
Bareilly, Rampur, Sant Kabir
Nagar, Shamli, Shravasti,
Sitapur, Sonbhadra, and
Unnao indicated the elimina-
tion of coronavirus from over
58 percent of the state.

In a big relief, none of the
75 districts in Uttar Pradesh
has reported new cases of
coronavirus infection in dou-
ble-digits lately, and as many
as 72 districts reported no new
case of infection in the last 24
hours.
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Lucknow (PNS): A youth
hanged himself at his house in
Mallahi Tola under Thakurganj
police station on Friday. He was
identified as Deepak Kashyap
(22). His elder brother Ranjit
Kashyap said Deepak ended his
life due to joblessness. He told
the police that Deepak slipped
into depression after he lost his
job due to lockdown in March
2020 and was facing financial
crisis ever since. Younger sister
Prachi found Deepak hanging
on Friday morning. Ranjit
lodged a complaint with the
Thakurganj police station.

Meanwhile, police freed a
teenage girl from the clutches
of kidnappers on Friday after-
noon and arrested two persons
for their involvement in the
crime. They were identified as
Sonu Kanaujia and Chandan
Chauhan. The police said the
16-year-old girl, a student of
class XI, was forcefully taken
away by the culprits from her
college near Maharaja Bijli Pasi
Qila under Ashiyana police
station on October 20. Her par-
ents lodged a police  complaint
later that night when she did
not return home. The police
swung into action and raided
the Alambagh bus station from
where the girl was rescued. The
miscreants tried to escape but
they were nabbed. The girl was
handed over to her parents.
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U.P. POWER TRANSMIS-
SION CORPORATION LTD.
E-TENDER NOTICE
Following E-Tenders are invit-

ed from the experienced/reputed contrac-
tors for the execution of following works.
For more details login on website
www.etender.up.nic.in. 1- Very Short
Term E-Tender No.32/AETC/2021-22:-
Work of Providing maintenance gang for
03 months for Maintenance of 220 kv S/s
Azamgarh under Electy. 400 kV S/s
Division, Azamgarh.  (Tender Submission
date 29.10.2021 upto 17.00 Hrs. and
Tender Opening date 30.10.2021 at
14.00 Hrs.) Earnest Money:  Rs. 2000.00
(Rs. Two Thousand) only.  Tender Cost: Rs.
236.00 (Rs. Two Hundred Thirty Six) only.
Earnest money will be in the shape of
RTGS/NEFT duly pledged in favour of
Superintending Engineer, Electy.
Transmission Circle, UPPTCL, Azamgarh.
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER (TRANS.)
AZAMGARH No. 1421 Date 22.10.2021
SAVE ELECTRICITY IN THE INTEREST
OF NATION

����	�����/	:9H:NEE-3NGL7NE:	 �'���	+	EE8:98E9E:

���	��T���&�	�����'�/�����
���	�����0	����/H	Q���	����'�	�1��	�'���	EO8:98E9E:	����$
	H+99	#��	�	-��T	���	��

�-�	�=$��	��	�1�X�	�	�5��	�'���	EO8:98E9E:	��	����$
	G+99	#��	�	����'�	@��&	��	��&	
�
�5��	�1�X�	����'�	=�&	�'��	��	����$
	G+99	#��	����'�'�������	�5���	=��	�1�����3�	�	��;�	�����&
����0&"	����'�	���� �	��7�������	
�	+/

Y� ��! �	����� � ����'�	 EMD ��������
��9 -��T ��0�	��Z9	�����

: Supply & fixing of 250 mm dia Kirlosker Rs. 150/-+ Rs. 2800.00 1,39,500.00
make Sluice valve at Khadra, Lucknow 12%GST +18%GST
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Congress will take out three
‘Pratigya Yatras’ across

Uttar Pradesh. The first
Pratigya Yatra will be flagged
off by party general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra from
Barabanki on Saturday. During
these rallies, the Congress
leaders and workers will com-
municate party’s ‘seven
pledges’ to people of the state,
apart from its election mani-
festo. Priyanka will also inter-
act with the public regarding
these pledges.

On Friday, the Congress
also organised a function to
hand over cheques of Rs 1
crore (Rs 50 lakh each by
Chhattisgarh and Punjab gov-
ernments) to the family mem-
bers of four farmers and a
journalist who were killed in
the Lakhimpur Kheri violence.
While demanding the removal
of Union Minister of State for
Home Ajay Mishra Teni, the
Congress also advocated for a
time-bound trial so that the
culprits could be punished at
the earliest.

Former MP and in-charge
of UP campaign committee PL
Punia, along with other party
leaders, said that Congress
general secretary Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra would flag off
all the yatras from Barabanki
on Saturday and also address
a public meeting, wherein she
would give out details of the
seven resolutions of the party
for the upcoming assembly
polls. 

He said that the first route
of Pratigya Yatra (Varanasi
Awadh) would start from
Varanasi and end in Rae Bareli,
covering Chandauli,
Sonbhadra, Mirzapur,
Prayagraj, Pratapgarh and
Amethi. It will be led by for-
mer MP Pramod Tiwari along
with former MP Rajesh
Mishra and former MLA
Nadeem Javed.

The second Pratigya Yatra
(Barabanki Bundelkhand) will
start from Barabanki and end
in Jhansi, meandering through
Lucknow, Unnao, Fatehpur,
Chitrakoot, Banda, Hamirpur
and Jalaun districts. It will be
led by former MP PL Punia
while other leaders will be  for-
mer Union minister Pradeep
Jain Aditya and chairman of
Media department and former
state minister Nasimuddin
Siddiqui. The third yatra (West
UP) will start from Saharanpur
and will end in Mathura, cov-
ering Muzaffarnagar, Bijnore,
Moradabad, Rampur, Bareilly,
Budaun, Aligarh, Hathras and
Agra districts. It will be led by
former Union minister Salman
Khurshid and Congress MP
candidate from Lucknow
Acharya Pramod Krishnam.

The ‘Pratigya Yatras’ will cover
a distance of 12,000 kms while
there will also be ‘nukkad sab-
has’, temple visits, roadshows,
public meetings and media
briefing from time to time.

Punia said the Congress in
its first resolution has
promised 40 percent share in
ticket distribution to women
candidates in 2022 Assembly
elections and pledged to give
smartphones to Intermediate
pass girl students and e-
scooties to graduate girl stu-
dents.

He said that the other six
pledges would be disclosed by
Priyanka on Saturday at the
launch of the Pratigya Yatra in
Barabanki.

In response to a question,
Congress Legislature Party
leader Aradhana Mishra Mona
said, “These pledges are of
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra ji,
which are different from the
Congress manifesto, which
the party is committed to ful-
fil.”

Earlier on September 10,
UP Congress had announced
that it would organise a
Pratigya Yatra in Uttar Pradesh
ahead of the assembly polls
scheduled next year. The deci-
sion was taken at a meeting of
the Advisory and Strategy
Committee of the UP
Congress unit chaired by
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra.
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In a coincidence,
Samajwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav had a brief
meeting with Congress gener-
al secretary Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra on board a flight from
Delhi to Lucknow on Friday.
Both the leaders boarded the
same Vistara flight on Friday
afternoon and were surprised
to see each other. Pitures of the
two leaders meeting on board
the aircraft soon went viral on
social media.

Sources said that
Akhilesha and Priyanka greet-
ed each other and even had a
brief chat. While Akhilesh
was in business class, Priyanka
Gandhi was sitting at the
back. When the flight landed
at the Lucknow airport, the
two leaders had a brief con-
versation.  

The Samajwadi Party chief
had gone to Delhi from
Lucknow on Friday morning
to meet his father and SP
patron Mulayam Singh Yadav
while Priyanka was  coming
from Delhi to Lucknow for
flagging off her party’s Pratigya
Yatra from Barabanki on
Saturday morning. In the pre-
vious 2017 assembly polls in
UP, the Congress and
Samajwadi Party were in
alliance which came a cropper.

Lucknow (PNS): Bahujan
Samaj Party president Mayawati
slammed the Congress for mak-
ing lucrative promises to girls to
win the Uttar Pradesh Assembly
polls and said that the party was
facing ‘bad days’ due to ‘non-ful-
filment’ of its promises which
has resulted in severe lack of
public confidence in the outfit.
Mayawati further said that the
BJP was also poised to face the
same fate as that of the Congress
due to its failure to fulfill
promises made to the people.

In a series of tweets posted
on Friday, the BSP chief said,
“Congress has started making
various kinds of lucrative

promises like the BJP and SP for
electoral gimmicks, under
which this party has talked
about giving smartphones and
scooties to the girl students if the
government is formed in UP.
But the basic question is, who
can trust them and how?”

She further tweeted,
“Congress has governments in
Rajasthan and Punjab, so have
they done something there so
that people should believe their
words? If not, how can people
believe them?  This is the rea-
son why there is a severe lack of
public confidence in the claims
and promises of parties like
Congress and BJP.”
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The fledgling alliance of the
Samajwadi Party with the Om

Prakash Rajbhar-led Suheldev
Bharatiya Samaj Party (SBSP),
announced on October 20, intends to
reconfigure the caste-based identity
politics in the state.

The potential of this alliance, if it
succeeds, will be put to test in east and
central UP. The Morcha is seeking to
assert its identity in electoral politics
without the dominant backward
castes like Yadav and Kurmi breath-
ing down their necks.

It will be more of a trial for the
Samajwadi Party whose politics
revolves around the domination of the
Yadavs in the OBC hierarchy. Since its
inception three decades ago, the
Yadav-dominated Samajwadi Party
will have to share the political space
with the deprived castes among the
OBCs.

The BSM slogan, borrowed from
the Bahujan Samaj Party of yester-
years, is ‘Jiski jitni sankhya bhaari, uski
utni bhagidari’, encapsulating the
reality and spirit of proportional rep-
resentation in power structures. This

was denied to the MBCs and EBCs in
the post-Mandal era because domi-
nant castes among the OBCs –
Yadavs, Kurmis and Lodh-Rajputs —
cornered all the benefits of reserva-
tion as per the Mandal Commission
report.

The journey of the BSM’s archi-
tect, Om Prakash Rajbhar, embodies
the political trajectory of the EBCs
and MBCs. Rajbhar was once with the
BSP but left to protest Mayawati’s
functioning. He floated the SBSP
before the 2017 polls and forged an
alliance with the BJP. The SBSP was
named after Suheldev, an 11th century
ruler of Shravasti. Suheldev is believed
to have vanquished an invader, Ghazi
Saiyyad Salar Masud, and was vener-
ated as a hero by the Rajbhars. To the
BJP, Suheldev epitomised “Hindu
nationalism” because he was a Raja
who trounced the muslim invader.
The BJP-SBSP partnership enabled
the former to enlarge the circumfer-
ence of its influence in east UP,
beyond Varanasi and Gorakhpur.

The alliance came apart after
May 2019 Lok Sabha polls. Rajbhar
alleged that the Yogi Adityanath gov-
ernment was unwilling to imple-

ment the report of the social justice
committee for the separate quota for
the EBCs and MBCs within 27 per-
cent quota for the OBCs.

The SBSP-SP alliance, if suc-
ceeds, is all set to alter the configu-
ration of caste politics. It will pose a
challenge to the non-Yadav OBCs and
non-Jatav Dalit electoral equation
forged by the BJP which reaped rich
political dividends in 2014 and 2019
Lok Sabha and 2017 UP Assembly
polls. Despite the promising potential,
Akhilesh   Yadav will face a formida-
ble challenge in working out the seat-
sharing formula among the Yadavs
and the MBCs and EBCs.

The alliance has another signifi-
cant aspect and that is the fate it spells
for Asaduddin Owaisi’s All India
Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen
(AIMIM). Owaisi was looking to
make the kind of breakthrough he
achieved in the Bihar Assembly polls
where his party won five seats for the
first time. However, it was a measure
of a realistic assessment of his own
strength and that of UP’s ground real-
ities that Owaisi chose to be a part of
Rajbhar’s front rather than go solo
from the start.
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The Uttar Pradesh government on
Friday shifted half-a-dozen IPS

officers, including DIG Upendra Kumar
Agarwal, who has been heading the
Special Investigation Team (SIT) prob-
ing the Lakhimpur Kheri violence and
deaths. However, he has been asked to
continue with the probe.

Agarwal was asked to take charge
as the new DIG of Devipatan Range. A
2005-batch IPS officer, Agarwal was
attached with the UP Director General
of Police headquarters in Lucknow
and was later asked to head the SIT.

Besides, erstwhile DIG of Devipatan
Range Rakesh Singh was posted as the
new IG of Prayagraj Range, replacing
KP Singh, who will now be the IG of
Ayodhya Range. Former IG of Ayodhya
Range Dr Sanjeev Gupta has been
shifted to Lucknow as the IG, Law and
Order. Also, IG, Law and Order, at the
DGP office, Rajesh Modak will be the
new IG of Basti Range, replacing Anil
Kumar Rai, who has been posted as IG
of PAC in Central Zone, Lucknow.
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Four police personnel were suspended after a major
security lapse came to the fore during Chief Minister

Yogi Adityanath’s function in Basti district on Thursday.
Basti SP Ashish Srivastava said that 45 minutes

before the chief minister’s arrival at the venue, a circle
officer located a man with a licenced revolver at the audi-
torium where the CM’s function was scheduled. The
man was later taken out of the auditorium and his iden-
tity was ascertained. 

During preliminary probe, seven police personnel,
including four posted in Basti, were found to be neg-
ligent. Two of them were posted in Siddharthnagar and
another in Sant Kabir Nagar. All four police personnel
posted in Basti have been suspended and reports sent
to the SPs of respective districts regarding the remain-
ing three cops. Departmental action will also be initi-
ated.
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Chief General Manager of

Punjab National Bank (Head
Office, Delhi) Rajesh Verma
visited the Circle Office in
Lucknow on Friday. 

He planted a sampling in
the premises of the circle and
garlanded the statue of Lala
Lajpat Rai. Speaking at the
Staff Training College, he called
upon to staff members make
the 6S scheme (Welcome,
Sankalp, Shikhar, Prosperity,
Self-respect and Sampark)
launched by the bank success-
ful so that the benefit of this
scheme reaches all the sections
of the state. 

The next week will be cel-
ebrated as Vigilance Awareness
Week by the bank across the
country. Keeping this in mind,
Verma also explained the
importance of preventive vig-
ilance. Zonal Manager Sanjay
Gupta and all the staff mem-
bers were present on the occa-
sion.
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Sixteen students were

selected by Brisk Logic Pvt Ltd
through a campus placement
drive organised by the Training
and Placement Cell of Faculty
of Engineering and
Technology, University of
Lucknow. Twelve students
(Vikas Rathore, Yash Aggarwal,
Yogendra Singh, Anurag
Prasad Sahu, Aparna Verma,
Ashutosh Singh, David Kumar,
Prachi Gautam, Prateek Shukla,
Ritu Verma, Siddharth Singh,
Shreya Kushwaha) were select-
ed as web developer intern,
three (Shekhar Sharma,
Anumeha, Sujata Yadav) as
BDEs and one (Shweta Yadav)
as the digital marketing intern.
The company offered a maxi-
mum package of 3.5 lakh per
annum to the students.

�
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Achyut Pandey, a class IX

student of CMS Kanpur Road
Campus, brought laurels to

the institution by winning the
gold medal in the International
Mathematics Olympiad, organ-
ised by Science Olympiad
Foundation, Gurugram,
Haryana. Students from sever-
al countries participated in
this prestigious event, wherein
Achyut bagged the gold by
displaying his skills to solve
mathematical problems. He
was awarded the gold medal
and a certificate.
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Lucknow (PNS): Taking a potshot
at Uttar Pradesh minister Upendra
Tiwari over his remark that 95 per cent
people did not need petrol and diesel,
Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh Yadav
said the truth was that those people did
not need the BJP. On Thursday,
Tiwari had said that the prices of petrol
and diesel were not increased much
considering the per capita income and
that 95 per cent people did not need
them.

“The BJP minister of Uttar
Pradesh said that skyrocketing petrol
prices do not bother the common
people because 95 per cent of the peo-
ple do not need petrol. Now, even the
minister will not need it as the peo-
ple will make him ‘paidal' (out of
power). The truth is that 95 per cent
of the people do not need the BJP,”
Akhilesh tweeted in Hindi on Friday.

Referring to the recent Lakhimpur
Kheri incident where four farmers
were mowed down by a Mahindra

Thar jeep driven by BJP workers, the
SP president sarcastically asked, “Does
Thar need diesel ?”

Speaking to mediapersons in
Jalaun, the UP minister, replying to a
query on rising prices of petrol and
diesel, had said, “Today, there are just
a handful of people who travel in four-
wheelers and use petrol. At present, 95
per cent people don’t need petrol. If
you compare with per capita income,
the prices of petrol and diesel have not
increased much. Today, the opposition
parties have no issues with them. You
see the data before 2014. What is the
per capita income after the formation
of the Modi and Yogi governments.
Today, the per capita income has dou-
bled.” On the success claimed by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
completion of 100 crore Covid jabs,
Yadav said the BJP was in a self-con-
gratulatory mode even as galloping
inflation has made the lives of com-
mon man a living hell.
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In a bizarre order, the
Education department of

Uttar Pradesh government has
asked its teachers in primary
schools to collect plastic waste
and asked them to recite
Valmiki Ramayana, drawing
widespread condemnation. The
teachers’ association has even
threatened to go on strike.

On October 20, Basic
Shiksha Adhikari of Firozabad
Anjali Agarwal issued an order
asking block education officers
(BEO) to collect plastic waste
from primary schools under
the Swachh Bharat Mission
and deposit the same at the
gram panchayat. They were
even asked to intimate the dis-
trict officials on a daily basis
about the collection. The order
specifically asked each BEO to
collect 100 kg of plastic waste,
including water bottles, carry
bags, pouches and other plas-

tic waste, and deposit it at a
designated Panchayat Bhawan. 

It is not clear as to why the
Firozabad official issued such
an order, as the one-page order
did not specify the motive and
only referred to the Swachh
Bharat campaign.

In another order passed on
October 20 itself,  the chief
development officer of
Kassganj deputed 15 primary
school teachers to recite vers-
es of Valmiki Ramayana during
Valmiki Jayanti during a func-
tion organised at Sankat
Mochan Dham in Salai. The
two government orders have
irked the fraternity of teachers.

“The government expects
teachers to do everything
except teaching. The teachers
are already deployed in census,
polio eradication, Covid vacci-
nation and other government
operations having nothing to
do with teaching or grooming
children. And now, the officials

have asked the teachers to col-
lect plastic garbage and recite
Ramayana. In villages there are
safai karamcharis already post-
ed but instead of asking them
to collect plastic waste, teach-
ers have been given the oner-
ous work to collect 100 kg of
plastic waste. Officials expect us
to go from one village to anoth-
er and collect plastic waste
instead of taking classes in the
schools,” said a teacher in
Lucknow.

In the aftermath, Uttar
Pradesh Junior High School
(Purv Madhyamik) Shikshak
Sangh has asked the govern-
ment to withdraw its order, fail-
ing which teachers would stage
a protest. Director General,
School Education, Anamika
Singh said that she has sought
detailed information about the
orders issued by the Firozabad
official. “I do not know why
such an order was issued,” she
said.
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The Yogi government plans to provide cheap
accommodation to its employees. It is plan-

ning to build houses for them on land freed from
the possession of infamous land grabbers/mafia
like Mukhtar Ansari, Ateeq Ahmed and Badan
Singh Baddo.

“Preparations have also been intensified to
build shelters for the poor on these illegal
‘havelis’ of the mafia demolished by the state gov-
ernment. Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath has
directed the Housing department to prepare a
proposal for the scheme,” a top government offi-
cial said in Lucknow on Friday.

At a high-level meeting on Friday, the chief
minister reviewed the progress of the scheme
and gave instructions to the officers to construct
shelters for the poor at the earliest on the land
vacated from the mafia across the state. He said
that housing is a basic necessity and every fam-

ily should get it.
The government will build affordable hous-

es for Group C and Group D employees also on
the lands freed from the land grabbers and mafia.
There is also a plan to build affordable housing
for journalists and lawyers. The chief minister
has directed the Housing department to send a
proposal soon in this regard.

In unprecedented action initiated against the
mafia/ land-grabbers in Uttar Pradesh, the state
government agencies have vacated more than
one-and-a-half lakh acres of land, both govern-
ment and private, estimated at over Rs 1,850
crore.

As per the Revenue department data, till
August 15, about 62423.89 hectares (more
than 1,54,249 acres of land) has been freed.
Along with this, the Revenue department has
sent 187 land mafia to jail while marking 2,464
encroachers and 4,407 FIRs have been lodged
by filing 22,992 revenue suits and 857 civil suits.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will launch the

biggest health infrastructure
scheme Pradhan Mantri
Aatmnirbhar Swasth Bharat
Yojana (PMASBY) worth Rs
64,180 crore from his
Parliamentary constituency
Varanasi on October 25. Modi
will be visiting the state to inau-
gurate nine medical colleges
from Siddharthnagar, and 30
projects worth Rs 5,000 crore,
along with the national medical
scheme from Varanasi. Under
this scheme, the work of infra-
structure, surveillance, and
research among others will be
carried out in urban and rural
areas.

The Union government
announced the Prime Minister
Atmanirbhar Swasth Bharat
Yojana (PMASBY) for the
health sector, including a set of
reforms and initiatives for long-
term infrastructure strengthen-
ing of the public health system.
Accordingly, the PMASBY with
an outlay of about Rs 64,180
crore over five years was
announced in the Budget 2021-
22 on February 1 and got
Cabinet nod in September.

Directions have been
issued for the participation of
healthcare professionals and
staff from functional health and
wellness centres at panchayat
level, block PHCs and CHCs,
sub-district and district hospi-
tals at the block and district
level, and the Government
Medical College of Varanasi
through virtual means.

The objective of PMASBY
is to fill critical gaps in health
infrastructure, surveillance,
and health research - spanning
both the urban and rural areas
so that the communities are
Atmanirbhar in managing such
pandemic/health crises.

The measures under
PMASBY for health sector
focus on developing capacities
of health systems and institu-
tions across the continuum of
care at all levels — primary, sec-
ondary, and tertiary and on
preparing health systems in
responding effectively to the
current and future pan-
demics/disasters. The scheme
will provide a much-needed
infusion of funds to develop
infrastructure needed for
strengthening state health sys-
tems and meeting future pan-
demic needs.

#���� 45/6203

Tragedy hit Jaunpur when
five members of a family

were buried alive while six
others were critically injured
when a two-storeyed dilapidat-
ed house collapsed in Roza
Arjun locality in the wee hours
of Friday.

A police officer said that
Qamaruddin had an old house
in Roja Arjun locality and it
was in a dilapidated state. After
dinner, all 11 members of the
family went to bed in a room
in the house. The house col-
lapsed during the wee hours
and all of them got trapped
under the debris. Locals alert-
ed the local police soon after
which a police team along
with rescue personnel reached
the spot. The team rushed all
the victims to a hospital where

five of them were declared
dead. They were identified as
Sanjida Bano (45), Azimullah
(68), Mohammad Kaif (8),
Mohammad Saif (30) and
Miswaha (28). The police said
the rescue operation continued
for several hours. 

Those injured were identi-
fied as Chandni (12), Hera (10),
Asusideen (20), Sanno (60),
Sneha (14). They were under-
going treatment at the hospital.
Joint Magistrate Himanshu
Nagpal and Additional
Superintendent of Police, City,
Dr Sanjay Kumar also reached
the spot.

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath expressed gried ove
the incident and sent condo-
lences to the bereaved family.
The chief minister issued
instructions for proper treat-
ment to those injured.
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Alocal court has sent Ashish
Mishra Monu, the son of

Union Minister of State for
Home Ajay Mishra Teni, and
three others in 2-day police
remand on Friday in connec-
tion with the October 3 vio-
lence in which eight people,
including four farmers and a
journalist, were killed in
Lakhimpur Kheri.

The CJM court of
Chintaram granted 2-day
police remand of Ashish
Mishra and three others,
including Ankit Das, his driver
Shekhar Bharti and his private
gunner Lateef. The court grant-
ed police remand of these four
accused, as demanded by the

Special Investigation Team
(SIT) probing the incident. 

The remand already com-
menced from Friday evening
and the SIT took the custody of
all four from the district jail.
The remand will end on
October 24 at 5pm. Earlier too,
Ashish was taken on 3-day
police remand from October 12
to 14. Meanwhile,  district
judge Mukesh Mishra will hear
the bail petition of Ashish

Mishra on October 28. The
CJM court has already reject-
ed his bail petition. Ashish has
pleaded innocence in the bail
petition. It has been alleged that
the SUV in which Ashish was
travelling crushed the farmers
and others in the Tikonia area
of Kheri.

As many as 10 people,
including Ashish Mishra, have
been arrested by the SIT in the
Lakhimpur Kheri case in which
a convoy of SUVs, which
included a Mahindra Thar
owned by Ajay Mishra, ran
over a group of protesting
farmers on October 3. Four
farmers were killed in the inci-
dent while four others, includ-
ing a journalist, were killed in
clashes that followed.
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Fresh exchange of firing was
reported  after a gap of

almost 48 hours  on the 12th
day of the counter terrorist
operation going on in the Nar
Khas forest area of Mendhar
tehsil in Poonch on Friday.
After confirming the presence
of the highly trained terrorists
in the area the security forces
exercised extra caution to pre-
vent further loss of lives. 

Till date nine Indian sol-
diers including two JCO's have
sacrificed their lives while not
a single terrorist, believed to
have taken shelter behind nat-
ural caves in the forest area, has
been neutralised. 

The security forces are
now expected to adopt a new
strategy to tackle the situation
at hand.

As the searches continued
during the day the security
forces recovered two small
boxes, suspected to be the
IEDs. The same were destroyed
in situ to prevent any grievous
injury.

Meanwhile, security has
been beefed up across different
parts of Kashmir valley ahead
of the three day long visit of
Union  Home Minister Amit
Shah to the Union territory of
Jammu and Kashmir beginning
October 23. Several new check
posts and bunkers came up in
different parts of Srinagar to

prevent targeted killing of civil-
ians and security
personnel.  

The common citizens were
subjected to frisking  in main
city centres including Lal
Chowk area of Srinagar.
Paramilitary forces along with
jawans of the Jammu &
Kashmir police were seen ran-
domly checking  vehicles and
verifying papers of two wheel-
er owners. In the recent strikes
on civilians, the terrorists used
two wheelers for swift 
movement in the busy market
areas.

In Jammu, a high level
security review conference was
chaired by the corps comman-
der of Nagrota based 16 corps.
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National general secretary
(Organisation) of

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) BL
Santosh gave five tips to the
party workers while addressing
the booth workers of Bhelupur
Shakti Kendra of Mahamana
Mandal under Varanasi
Cantonment assembly con-
stituency at Mumukshu
Bhawan in Assi area here on
Thursday. ‘A BJP worker is a
social worker first, then a polit-
ical one and the living proof of
this was seen during the coro-
na crisis when the BJP workers
without caring for their lives,
helped the needy and helpless
people,’ he said.

Giving five tips to the
booth workers, Santosh asked
the party workers at booth
level to visit nearby vaccination
centre once in a week, resolve
the problems of the health

warriors if they face the same,
meet voters once in 15 days and
establish contact with them,
contact beneficiaries of central
and state government schemes
and set the responsibility for
the regular work apart from
highlighting government
achievements through social
media.

Meanwhile, Santosh visit-
ed the parliamentary office of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
at Gurudham Colony and got
to know about the functioning
of the office from the office in-
charge Shivsharan Pathak. He
was accompanied by state co-
incharge Sunil Ojha, regional
president Mahesh Chand
Srivastava, Kashi region
incharge Subrata Pathak,
regional general secretary
Ashok Chaurasia and others.

Earlier, he held a meeting
with the Sant Samaj in which
the heads of various maths,

temples and others were pre-
sent. ‘Kashi has been a mytho-
logical city that contemplates
and nurtures knowledge and
culture since time immemori-
al and it is a centre of the rise
of Sanatan culture. With the
joint efforts of all of us, we will
soon achieve the goal of all-
round development of the
country,’ he said, seeking the
suggestions from the saints
and representatives of general
secretary of Kashi Vidvat
Parishad Prof Ramnarayan
Dwivedi, Dr Shravanadas
Maharaj, Mahant Kotwal Das,
Mahant Swami Ram Das
Maharaj, Mahant Govind Das
Maharaj, Mahant Santosh Das
and others.

The meeting began with
the recital of Manglacharan by
the chief priest of Kashi
Vishwanath temple Pt Shrikant
Mishra and then Swami
Jitendranand Saraswati wel-

comed the guests. Expressing
gratitude to the saints, region-
al BJP president Mahesh
Chand Srivastava said that the
Sant Samaj of Kashi has always
given its blessings to the party.
The programme was conduct-
ed by Dr Sunil Mishra.

Important among those
who were also present were
Mahant Shankarpuri, Bharat
Bhushan Maharaj, Ishwar Das
Maharaj, Anil Gujrati, Challa
Subbarao, Challa Annapurna
Prasad, Mani Maharaj,
Rameshwar  Ojha, Ravindra
Giri, Vidhibhushan and others.
On behalf of the BJP, the func-
tion was also attended by Kashi
region in-charge and MP
Subrata Pathak, general secre-
taries Ashok Chaurasia and
Sushil Tripathi, Cantt MLA
Saurabh Srivastava, Rakesh
Sharma, Navratan Rathi,
Madhukar Chitransh and
Kunal Pandey.
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Annoyed with the district
administration for denying

permission to take out Tractor
Adhikar Yatra, the Apna Dal
(AD) leader Dr Pallavi Patel on
Friday sat on a dharna on the
road in protest and said, ‘The
fight is for the right of back-
ward class and we will win it.
The movement launched by Dr
Sone Lal Patel for the cause of
deprived sections of society
could not be stopped by using
the force.’

In view of the announce-
ment made by the AD to take
out the Tractor Adhikar Yatra
from Sarnath, the police per-
sonnel were deployed at the
residence of party leaders
including the residence of its
national president Krishna
Patel at Manik Nagar Colony in
Lahartara-Baulia and her
daughter Dr Pallvi Patel.

The police force was also
deployed at Mahabodhi Inter
College in Sarnath, the venue
from where the yatra was to be
taken out. When Dr Pallvi
along with party workers
reached there to take out the
yatra, the police officers
stopped her. She raised her
voice against the police action
and tried to take out the same,
the police officers informed her
that the district administration
has not given permission for
the same because of the secu-
rity concern in view of the
coming festivals and proposed

visit of the PM.
Dr Pallavi sat on dharna on

the road along with party
workers in protest against the
decision of the district admin-
istration and said, ‘Our fight is
for the rights of the backward
class and we will win it. None
could stop the movement
launched by the party founder
Dr Sone Lal Patel for the cause
of deprived sections of the
society, by using force.’

The police officers held a
talk with Dr Pallavi and suc-
ceeded in pacifying her.
Thereafter, she ended her dhar-
na and said that the yatra

would be taken out at the ear-
liest.

The AD had sought per-
mission from the district
administration to take out a
Tractor Adhikar Yatra from
Sarnath but the latter denied its
permission.

The Yatra was to be taken
out on the issues of farmers’
rights, social justice and
employment and it was to
cover 1200 km and culminate
at Mirzapur on October 30 by
passing through the districts of
Jaunpur on October 23,
Pratapgarh on October 24,
Prayagraj on October 25,

Kaushambi on October 26,
Fatehpur on October 27, Banda
on October 28 and Trans-
Yamuna in Prayagraj on
October 29, informed the party
state general secretary Gagan
Prakash Yadav.  It is notewor-
thy that earlier, the district
administration had not allowed
the Rajya Sabha Member and
UP In-charge of Aam Aadi
Party (AAP) Sanjay Singh
when he was coming to city
from the airport in Babatpur to
join the party Tiranga Sankalp
Yatra which was to be taken out
from Kutchery to Maldahia on
Thursday last.
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Terming its popular work
‘Halla Bol’, Samajwadi Party

(SP) leaders reached Nagar
Nigam here on Friday to sub-
mit a memorandum to the
Municipal Commissioner
(MC) Pranay Singh. They
claimed that they gheraoed
the officer in protest against
Nagar Nigam’s apathy towards
basic civic problems of the
residents in the city.

When the SP delegation
reached there, the party lead-
ers were asked by the officer to
follow the COVID-19 guide-
lines and wear the masks.
Over the issue there was some
debate between the SP leaders
and the Nagar Nigam officer
which was pacified by some
senior party worker Bahadur
Singh Yadav.

During the meeting, the
city SP president Vishnu
Sharma, while expressing dis-
pleasure over the apathy of
Nagar Nigam, demanded
proper house tax fixation. He

said that due to prevailing
irregularities, some petty
traders are being forced to pay
tax of Rs 5,000 in place of Rs
800. He also expressed his con-
cern over denial of the officers
to respond to the calls of the
people. He said that in the
name of drive against illegal
encroachments, small and

petty traders are being
harassed.  

During their meeting,
party’s corporators Kamal
Patel and Haroon Ansari also
expressed their concern over
the improper sewage system.
The party workers submitted
their memorandum in which
they raised a five-point char-

ter of demands. Important
among those who were also
present were Rambabu Yadav,
Jitendra Yadav, Varun Singh,
Jamal Ansari,  Rajesh
Pasi, Dudhnath Rajbhar,
Gopal Yadav, Prashant Singh
Pinku, Shankar Vishnani,
Sandeep Sharma, and
Priyanshu Yadav.
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Apart from intensifying its
activities by the district

administration, the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) has also
increased its efforts to make the
proposed rally of Prime
Minister (PM) Narendra Modi
in his parliamentary con-
stituency at Mehandiganj (near
Ring Road Phase-2) on
October 25 a grand success.
About one lakh chairs are
being arranged to make the
rally on the eve of upcoming
assembly elections a historic
one.

Meanwhile, the Special
Protection Guard (SPG) offi-

cers arrived here and inspect-
ed all the places including the
rally site where the PM is
expected to visit. It has yet not
been confirmed whether the
PM will go to Mehandiganj by
road or directly land there by
helicopter. Hectic efforts are
being made to make the heli-
pad at the rally site ready. At
this big helipad three heli-
copters can land at a time.

Apart from this, the BJP
leaders held a meeting under
the chairmanship of state co-
incharge Sunil Ojha to review
the party’s preparations for
making all the arrangements of
the proposed PM’s visit perfect.
The meeting was also attend-

ed by state vice-president and
MLC Laxman Acharya, region-
al president (Kashi unit)
Mahesh Chandra Srivastava,
MLA Surendra Narayan Singh
and many others. A BJP team
led by district president Hansraj
Vishwakarma also visited the
rally site and inspected the
arrangements and prepara-
tions. In an 850 x 550 feet long
pandal, the chairs will be put in
53 blocks and the stage from
where Narendra Modi will
inaugurate 31 projects would
be eight feet high so that every-
one present there can see Modi
without any problem.  

According to information,
as many as five parking sites are

being developed there so that
in case of heavy rush proper
traffic arrangements can be
made. The entire pandal and
ground sites would be flooded
with saffron and white colours
and there would be separate
entries for VVIPs, VIPs and
others. Barricading work has
almost completed apart from
beautification of Ring Road
right from Harahua to
Mehandiganj. At the cross-
ings, ready-made trees, flower
plants and even grass brought
from different states are being
planted for beautification apart
from beautiful wall paintings.
Besides, selfie points are being
developed there.
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UP Minister of State
(Independent Charge)

Ravindra Jaiswal distributed
appointment letters to the
newly appointed 60 technical
assistants in the Agriculture
department at Circuit House
here on Friday. Congratulating
these technical assistants,
Jaiswal said that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath have a fair appoint-
ment policy and in UP, six lakh
appointments have been made
in various departments based
on the individual's ability.

According to him, the gov-
ernment has a zero corruption
policy and told the newly
appointed technical assistants
that the government is making
rapid efforts to double the
income of the farmers and as all
these appointments are in the
Agriculture department, which
has direct relation with the
farmers, play an effective role
in increasing the income of the
farmers, he said.  Chief
Development Officer (CDO)
Abhishek Goyal, Deputy
Director (Agriculture) AK
Singh, District Agriculture
Officer, District Agriculture

Defense Officer and others
were present on the occasion.

GIRLS TAKE OUT
RALLY AGAINST SOCIAL
EVILS: Under the joint aegis of
Lok Samiti and Asha Trust, a
Balika Mahotsav (girls’ festival)
was organised in Harsos village
here on Friday. Scores of
teenage girls from villages like
Harsos, Benipur, Gosaipur,
Birbhanpur, Harpur, Jansa,
Nagepur, Mehdiganj etc took
out a rally against female foeti-
cide, sexual abuse, dowry, child
marriage and other prevailing
social evils. They were carrying

banners and placards apart
from raising slogans against
social evils.

Later, Balika Mahotsav was
held at Harsos Panchayat
Bhawan. The programme was
inaugurated by Lok Samiti
convenor Nandlal Master light-
ing the lamp along with repre-
sentative of gram pradhan Om
Prakash Patel and Rita Uttam
from Mission Shakti Abhiyan.
On the occasion, girls per-
formed plays and presented
cultural programmes based on
child marriage, dowry, female
foeticide, unequality, sexual

abuse etc. Besides, the artists of
Prerna Kala Manch presented
a street play based on girl child
education.

Speaking on the occasion,
Nandlal Master said, ‘Dowry is
a curse in the society, due to
which many women are
harassed and due to child mar-
riage, the girls are not only
deprived of getting proper edu-
cation but also it poses bad
effects on their health of girls.’
Convener of Mahila Chetna
Samiti Priyanka Patel said,
‘Today girls are not safe at
home as even their family
members and relatives often
sexually abuse them.’

Rita Uttam of Mission
Shakti Abhiyan made the girls
aware about the campaign run
by the government and their
rights. She also gave informa-
tion about the helpline num-
bers 112,198, 181, 102 etc
issued to help girls and women.
Chandrakala and Madhubala
welcomed the participants
while Soni presided over it.
Anita conducted the pro-
gramme and the vote of thanks
was proposed by Prema. Riya
Devi, Asha, Saroj, Amit, Prema,
Sunil, Rajesh, Rajkumari,
Manab Bano, Rajkumari, Rani
and others were also present..
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Two proposed flyovers will
ease traffic problems in

City West areas besides provid-
ing an easy approach for
Bamrauli airport. One will be
of four lanes while the other is
proposed to be of two lanes
only.  Designs of these flyovers
have finalised and the Bridge
Corporation will start work
within a couple of months on
these projects of Rs 284 crore.
The flyovers will be function-
al by 2024 if things continue to
move smoothly. 

After the construction of
the two flyovers people will not
have to cross the Jhalva area.
They will reach the airport
directly from Kanpur Road
via Kalindipuram. This will
bypass the traffic bottleneck of
Rajrooppur, Chakiya, and
Dhoomanganj. 

Those who go to the
Lukerganj side from Kanpur
road will not have to face traf-

fic jams on GT Road, and will
ease the traffic problems near
the Chauphatka over bridge.
Traffic flow on the railway
under path near Indian Oil
tanker filling centre, will also be
reduced when the above fly-
overs are completed. 

The approach of the two
lane flyover will be from near
the Chauphatka over bridge,
and it will be ensured that old
houses near Chak Niratul are
not demolished to pave way for
the proposed flyover. 

The four lane Railway Over
Bridge near Subedarganj rail-
way station will take people
from Kanpur Road to Airport.
The two lane bridge will also
provide better connectivity of
City West areas with Kanpur
Road. Both will begin from
near the existing  Chauphatka
over bridge. 

The four lane ROB will be
downed near Kalindipuram
where some houses are to be
demolished, otherwise there

will be no disturbance near the
starting point of Chauphatka
over bridge. 

The two lane bridge will be
connected to the Chauphatka
over bridge, and it will be an
easy approach for those who
want to go to Lukerganj area
from Kanpur Road. 

The four lane ROB will be
over 1.5 km long, while the
proposed length of the two lane
flyover will be 700 mt. 

RPF PAYS TRIBUTE TO
SOLDIERS:  On the occasion
of Police Commemoration Day
2021, Railway Protection Force
paid tribute to the immortal
soldiers of Railway Protection
Force by organising Memorial
Day Parade in Quarter Guard
premises of Railway Protection
Force/ Regional Training
Center Subedarganj, Prayagraj
on Thursday.

During the Memorial Day
Parade, Ravindra Verma,
Inspector General cum
Principal Chief Security

Commissioner Railway
Protection Force/North Central
Railway, RSP Singh, Chief
Security Commissioner, Manoj
Kumar Singh, Senior Divisional
S e c u r i t y
Commissioner/Prayagraj
Division, RK Singh, Security
Commissioner cum Principal,
Regional Training Center
Subedarganj and other officers
and jawans of Railway
Protection Force were present
and paid homage to the soldiers
who lost their lives in the line
of duty. On this occasion, Mr
Verma told all the present per-
sonnel about the importance of
this day and motivated them to
work in the interest of railways.
On this occasion, the martyred
Railway Protection Force per-
sonnel of Indian Railways were
remembered and tributes were
paid. A new memorial has
been constructed at RPF
Regional Training Centre
Subedarganj to acknowledge
their supreme sacrifice.
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The final match of inter
house volleyball tourna-

ment in men and women cat-
egories was played on Friday at
Sam Higginbottom University
of Agriculture, Technology
And Sciences (SHUATS),
Prayagraj. In men category the
final match played between
Red house and Yellow house at
the Volleyball Court. Red
house won the final match by
25-22, 25-20  and got the title
of the tournament. Pink house
finished third Place while Blue
house had to settle for fourth
position.

In women category Pink
house won the final match by
25-17, 25-21,15-10 against yel-
low house. Blue house fin-

ished third  while Red house
had to settle for fourth position.
Athletics committee chairman
Dr CJ  Wessley extended
thanks to  Mr Asish Massey
(Volleyball Incharge) for a very
well organised inter house
Volleyball tournament.

The Chief guest was Mr
Prabhat Kumar Rai, president
of District Volleyball
Association who was honoured
with a plant given by Dr CJ
Wesley. Mr Anand Sharma,
national player and man
of the tournament at junior
nationals was honoured with
love of token by Dr Devraj
Badagu.

Mr Pankaj Shukla, nation-
al player and joint secretary of
district volleyball association
Prayagraj was also honoured

with a token of token by Dr
Shamla. S Masih,  national
badminton player and Cheif
Warden.

The Chief guest encour-
aged the players to play the
game with true spirit of sports-
manship and passion . He also
congratulated the winner and
runner-up team on the occa-
sion of the closing ceremony of
final match .

In men's category, best
player of the tournament was
Rahul Sharma of red house
while the award for promising
player of the tournament was
given to Ratan Soni of yellow
house. Similarly, In the women
category, best player of the
tournament was Anjana
Mishra of yellow house while
the award of promising player

of the tournament was given to
Kanchan Rai of pink house.  

TWO VETERAN
WRITER TO GET RAM
CHANDRA AWARD: The
first Ram Chandra Gupta
Memorial Theatre Award will
be given away to veteran writer
and actor Rajendea Tiwari and
Rupa Kumar on October 31
this year.

Lifetime achievement
award will go to Atamjit Singh
of Lucknow, while the chief
guest on the occasion will be
former NSD director Devendra
Raj Ankur.

This will be followed by a
Nautanki presentation Laila
Majnu by the artistes of Vinod
Rastogi Smriti Sansthan. The
programme will begin on the
NCZCC stage at 5.00 pm.
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Oon the occasion of Police
Smriti Diwas (Police

Commemoration Day) on
Thursday at 2nd Battalion
Railway Protection Special
Force (RPSF), Rajhi Camp
premises tributes were paid to
the brave Force personnel
who had attained martry-
dom.  This year the names of
total eight brave personnel of Railway
Protection Force (RPF) and RPSF who were

martr yed were
announced. In the hon-
our of the brave person-
nel salute was given with
reversed arms and a two
minutes silence was
observed. On the occa-
sion Anirudh Chaudhary,
Commanding Officer,
2nd Battalion, RPSF, Rajhi
camp, and RPSF Training
Centre’s  all Force mem-

bers and officers paid floral tributes to the brave
personnel who had attained martyrdom.
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Sainik Sammelan and crime meeting were
organised at Police Lines on Thursday.

Presiding over the meeting SP Ajay Kumar Singh
first sought the complaints of police personnel
from all branches and directed the officials con-
cerned to dispose of matters without inordinate
delay and inform him.Addressing the cops he
made it clear that all possible steps should be
taken for controlling crime. He directed to sub-

m i t
chargesheets of
top-five and
top-10 level
criminals. The
cops were
instructed to
keep an eye on
the activities of
all types of

mafia. He directed to maintain proper coordi-
nation with the excise department to control ille-
gal trade and manufacturing of liquor at any
cost.Under Mission Shakti phase-III the SP
directed to organise chaupals and seminars up
to village level and school wise to train girls to
build self confidence and develop self  reliance.
The cops were directed to ensure delivery of all
court notices, proper disposal of complaints
under IGRS etc. The cops were directed to com-

plete investigations timely. The meeting was also
attended by ADM (F&R), ASPs, COs, SHOs, all the
branch heads of police, RI Police Lines etc.

DIRECTIVE: As many as 20 cases were
brought for public hearing before member, UP
State Commission for Women, Anita Singh on
Thursday. Hearing the case of a woman from
Halia the member directed the official concerned
to get admitted the two minor children of the
victim at residential school run by Social
Welfare department. In another case under Katra
Kotwali police station the member directed to
keep the victim woman at ‘Sudhar Grih.’ She
made it clear that government was committed
to making available healthy social atmosphere
so all the possible steps should be taken instant-
ly. During the public hearing ADM (Land
Revenue) Hari Shankar Yadav, City Magistrate
Vinay Kumar Singh, CO (City) Prabhat Rai and
Probation Officer Shakti Tripathi were present
along with the other officials concerned.

ROAD MISHAP: Rajendra Gupta (25), a
resident of Dhanahi village under Padari police
station, was on the way on Mirzapur-Chunar
road with his son Shubham (4) and friend on
a bike when he was hit by a pick up near Padari
power sub-station. As a result, Shubham died
on the spot while Rajendra and Dheerendra
Singh were brought to the divisional hospital by
police. However, Rajendra Gupta died in the
hospital during treatment. 
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Under his one day inspec-
tion programme, Divisional

Railway Manager (DRM),
Varanasi, Ramashray Pandey,
while doing extensive inspection
of Aunrihar, Jakhanian,
Dulhapur and Mau Junction on
Thursday forenoon and
Mohammadabad, Azamgarh,
Khorasan Road and Didarganj
railway stations in the afternoon,
taking cognizance of passenger
amenities saw the progress of
works of various development
schemes running there. In this
sequence the DRM reached
Mau Junction by his inspection
special train, took cognizance
of passenger amenities and
expressed satisfaction. He did an
extensive inspection of Mau
station’s platform, passenger
hall, waiting room, foot over-
bridge, offices there and besides
the cycle stand and instructed
the officials concerned regard-
ing cleanliness. Thereafter he left
for inspection on Mau-Shahganj
rail section and after inspecting
Mohammadabad, Azamgarh,
Khorasan Road and Didarganj
stations reached Shahganj.
During it he did extensive
inspection of Mohammadabad,
Azamgarh, Khorasan Road and
Didarganj stations and gave
necessary instructions regarding
the passenger amenities,  clean-

liness and maintenance. On
the occasion he was accompa-
nied by Additional Divisional
Railway Manager (ADRM -

Infra) Gyanesh Tripathi, Senior
Divisional Engineer SDE
(Coordination) Rakesh Ranjan,
SDCM Sanjeev Sharma, Senior
Divisional Operations Manager
NK Joshi, Divisional Engineer
(General) AK Singh and senior
supervisors. With the aim of
reviewing  upgradation in pas-
senger facilities and develop-
ment projects the DRM also
conducted window trailing
inspection of Aunrihar-Mau,
Mau-Shahganj and Shahganj-
Jaunpur rail sections. 
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Under the world’s largest
and free Covid vaccina-

tion campaign, India on
Thursday demonstrated its
strength and capability by
crossing the 100 crore vacci-
nation mark in which even
Banaras Locomotive Works
(BLW) did not lag behind in
making its
contribution.
B LW w i t h
the support
of medical
team and
health work-
ers, set a new
record by
administer-
ing 1,21,634
v a c c i n e
doses, in which the number of
first doses is 72,782 and of sec-
ond doses is 48,852. It is the
highest in any single vaccina-
tion centre in Varanasi. This
record is unique in itself,
which shows the dedication
and loyalty of BLW doctors,

officers and employees
towards the general public.
BLW is sincerely contributing
to the success of the world’s
largest free vaccination cam-
paign. By administering 50,000
doses of vaccines till July 15 at
this centre, as many as 75,000
doses till August 18 and the
1,00,000th dose  on September
13 BLW has set new records in

a short time
which is a mat-
ter of pride for
it, PRO Rajesh
Kumar  said.
G M A n j a l i
Goyal extended
heartiest con-
gratulations to
the BLW med-
ical team. She
expressed hap-

piness over the record set by
BLW with the coordination and
cooperation of the state gov-
ernment. In order to make this
campaign of the Government of
India successful, by breaking its
own record, the GM suggest-
ed to set a new one every day.
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Under the guidance of
General Manager, North

Eastern Railway (NER), Vinay
Kumar Tripathi, for protection
from Covid-19 pandemic and
its prevention along with NER
headquarters, at Gorakhpur,
Lucknow, Varanasi and
Izzatnagar divisions, produc-
tion units, health centres, sta-
tions etc vaccination pro-
gramme is going on uninter-

ruptedly. In NER till October
20 railway personnel, their
families, retired railway per-
sonnel and coolies (porters)
working at stations, vendors
etc have been administered as
many as 48,243 first doses and
35,875 second doses of vac-
cine for protection against
Covid-19,  Chief Public
Relations Officer (CPRO)
Pankaj Kumar Singh said.
Similarly, 78,396 first doses
and 52,456 second doses have

been administered to non-
railway persons. Thus a total
of 1,26,639 people have been
given the first dose of the vac-
cine and 88,331 the second
dose.  For protection from
Covid-19 and its prevention
more than 100 crore vaccine
doses have been administered
so far all over India, in which
North Eastern Railway, a zonal
unit of Indian Railways, has
made a significant contribution
with 2,14,970 vaccinations.
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The railway administration
has made changes in

arrival/departure timings of
of 05018 Gorakhpur-
Lokmanya Tilak Terminus
(LTT) special train at Itarsi,
Banapura, Timarni, Harda,
Khirkiya, Chhanera and
Talwadia stations located in

Bhopal division of West
Central Railway (WCR) from
November 15,  Chief Public
Relations Officer (CPRO)
Pankaj Kumar Singh said.  As
per the changed timing the
05018 Gorakhpur - Lokmanya
Tilak Terminus special train
will arrive at Itarsi at 02.50 hrs
and depart at 03.00 hrs, arrive
at Banapura at 03.26 hrs and

depart at 03.28 hrs, arrive at
Timarni station at 03.48 hrs
and depart at 03.50 hrs, arrive
at Harda at 04.05 hrs and depart
Harda at 04.07 hrs, arrive at
Khirkia at 04.28 hrs and depart
at 04.30 hrs, at arrive Chhanera
station at 04.58 hrs and depart
at 05.00 hrs and arrive  at
Talwadia station at 05.58 hrs and
depart at 06.00 hrs. 
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The  Kanpur Divisional
Commissioner, Dr Raj

Shekhar, carried out an spot
inspection of the nine km road
on Friday to check out the
ground realities and to further
expedite the road repair works.
He said the Priority Section of
9 km with 9 Metro stations was
almost ready and the trial run
of the Metro was expected
soon on this priority section.
He said it was a fact that dur-
ing the construction works of
the Metro during the past two
years, the road below the Metro
track had damaged and was
retarding the pace of the heavy
vehicles on account of shabby
and uneven roads with sub-
standard patchwork. He said
the ‘Road Repair Helpline’ in
the last one week had received
around 21 complaints related to
the Metro route and road dam-
ages . 

The DC said it had been
directed to the authorities to
ensure that the patchwork and
pot hole  filling of the entire 9
km should be completed by
November 15 and the coal tar
carpeting should be completed
by December 15. He said the
patchwork  between IIT to
Rawatpur must be completed
by October 30, while between
Rawatpur to Motijheel
November 12 and Motijheel
onwards work was in progress
for the next phase. He said the
carpeting work between

University and Rawatpur need
to be completed by November
8, between  IIT and University
by November 20, between
Rawatpur and Gol Chauraha
November 27 and between
Gol Chauraha and Motijheel
December 10. He also direct-
ed the Project Director to com-
plete the work within the stip-
ulated timeframe with no com-
promise on quality. 

Dr Shekhar also directed
that looking into the increased
number of vehicles and the
need of the hour  SE NH divi-
sion need to widen all the
bridges and culverts in 4 lane
and 6 lanes. He said currently
there were two lanes . He also
directed the  SE PWD  and SE
NH to lay interlocking bricks
on all the sidewalks of the road
adjoining and coal tar carpet-

ing which will help in avoiding
dust and water retention. He
said both point 2  and point 3
works would be taken up by
NH Division  and PWD in this
financial year or in next finan-
cial year.  

He also directed PD Metro
to ensure that green belts at all
the open areas near every
Metro station on this 9 km pri-
ority section was done. 

KANPUR (PNS): Minister of
State, Youth Welfare and
Panchayati Raj, Upendra
Tiwari, while addressing the
seminar on ‘Swachch Bharat
Abhiyan’ at Kailash Bhawan on
Friday said the campaign
launched by the Government
was aimed at maintaining
cleanliness at home, workplace
and the surrounding areas. He
said the vision of Clean India
was the dream of Mahatma
Gandhi and this was being
given a practical shape by the
efforts of the Prime Minister,
Narendra Modi.  He said this
campaign focused on the erad-
ication of open defecation all
over the country and this cam-
paign had largely improved
the life style and hygiene of the
common man.

He said  Uttar Pradesh
government was doing every
bit to make sure that the state
and the country became clean-
er and more hygienic by every
passing day, and as responsible
citizens, it was our duty to
make sure that one did ones bit
to help with this noble mission.
He said the cleanliness of ones
surroundings was ones respon-
sibility, not only when it came
to houses but also public places.
He said  cleanliness in public
places not only improved the
standard of living but also gave

a very positive image about
India to the tourist that visited
India. 

He said as per Indian tra-
dition and culture special
emphasis had been laid on
cleanliness  as it was important
for a healthy and disease-free
lifestyle in the long run.  He
said all the religious cere-
monies were carried out after
the thorough cleaning of the
surroundings because religion
also taught the importance of
cleanliness. He said a clean
lifestyle did not always mean
the removal of dirt from sur-
roundings, but it also meant
one should be more organised
in life. He said the waste dis-
posal method in UP had dras-
tically changed after the
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan was
launched and it was important
that the citizens were aware of
the correct methods of waste
disposal.  He said the waste dis-
posal system allowed to sepa-
rate the waste into different cat-
egories so that the safail kar-
macharis can easily dispose of
or recycle the waste.  He said
with better awareness of the
waste disposal, everyone can be
a valuable part of the vision of
‘Clean India’.

Tiwari said since the
launch of the mission a  huge
shift had been seen in people

especially Uttar Pradesh and
more and more people were
coming forward in cleanliness
drives and small actions of peo-
ple were helping in the achieve-
ment of ‘Clean India’ vision.
He said people were more
aware of not littering in public
places and about waste man-
agement in general. He said all
over UP cleanliness drives were
being organised wilth the sup-
port of the people of the coun-
try. Later he administered oath
for cleanliness.Prominent pre-
sent on the occasion were
Panchayati Raj Adhikari,
Kamal Kishore, Deputy
Director Sports  Mudrika
Pathak,  AK Gupta and sever-
al others.

VENDOR KILLED: A
vegetable vendor was ham-
mered to death with the weight
by an e-rickshaw puller when
the former asked him to return
his borrowed money under
the Kalyanpur police station
late Thursday night. The ven-
dor fell unconscious and was
taken to Kalyanpur
Community Health Centre
(CHC). After the first aid, he
was sent home. On Friday
morning, he succumbed to his
injury. Hearing about the inci-
dent, legislator Surendra
Maithani, ADCP (West), DCP
(West) and ACP Kalyanpur

along with force rushed to
spot. Kin staged agitation alleg-
ing the laxed attitude of the
police. A native of Harchand
Kheda, Narval (Kanpur),
Sanjay alias Guddu lived in a
rented house in Surendra
Nagar, Rawatpur (Kalyanpur).
He was a street vegetable ven-
dor. Some time ago, local e-
rickshaw puller Mahesh had
taken Rs 100 from Sanjay to
consume liquor. On Thursday
night, when Sanjay visited
Mahesh’s place and asked for
return his borrowed money, the
latter abused him. On protest,
Mahesh attacked on Sanjay’s
head with the weight lying on
latter’s handcart. Sanjay imme-
diately fell unconscious on the
spot. With the help of local res-
idents, family members took
the profusely-bleeding Sanjay
to Kalyanpur police station.
Police took him to CHC where-
from, after the first aid, he was
sent to home. On Friday morn-
ing, the condition of Sanjay
again deteriorated and before
his wife Meera called neigh-
bours, he succumbed to his
injury. Kalyanpur ACP Dinesh
Kumar Shukla said on the
basis of complaint, FIR would
be lodged and action taken
against the e-rickshaw puller.
After the incident, the accused
was absconding. 
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The Kanpur District
Magistrate, City, Vishak G

Iyer, while inspecting the Panki
Industrial Area on Friday and
expressed concern over the
service lane  as most of the
work had yet not been com-
pleted and the retaining wall
had been totally ignored which
was hindering the smooth
movement of the traffic on the
route. He warned the officials
for their apathy and insensitivty
toward the people’s inconveni-
cence and warned that in case
the work did not begin in 48
hours then the contractor will
be black listed and a named FIR
will be lodged against him. He
said the work of service lane
should be carried out on a war
footing without any compro-
mise of quality.

The DM also expressed
concern over the traffic snarls
especially on the main road at
the petrol pump  and said the
curve had to be made
encroachment free and for this
all the encroachments need to
be removed and the road
should be accessible to the
traffic in  free and fair manner.
He then visited the road from
canal to CTI culvert and took
a feedback of the construction
work going on there  and said
once the main road was con-

structed the pressure on the
route will be drastically reduced
and said it could also be an
interlocking road as the canal
was beside and thus directed
the officials top ensure that the
work was started and com-
pleted on time.

The DM then inspected the
Panki-Dadanagar bridge repair
work which was still incom-
plete and expressed concern

over the slow pace of work and
directed the contractor that
within 48 hours if he did not
report for work then he would
be blacklisted and action be
taken against him. He said all
the construction works being
carried out should be com-
pleted within the stipulated
time frame and each day mon-
itoring of the work and its
progress had to be carried out.

He also warned the officials
that people should not be made
to suffer on account of the
department and contrctors’s
apaty. 

Prominent who were part
of the inspection             were
Kanpur Municipal
Commissioner,  Deputy
Commissioner, Commercial
Tax, Executive Engineers,
PWD and many other officials.
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Bullet bikes and property
worth lakhs of rupees were

gutted into fire which broke out
on the third floor of its show-
room in Saket Nagar, under the
Kidwai Nagar police station late
Thursday night. Seeing the
fire, homeguards on picket
duty informed the showroom’s
security guard. Immediately,
two fire tenders from Meerpur
Fire Station rushed to spot
and controlled the fire after
around two hours. Amit Shukla
of Ashiyana (Lucknow) owns
the Royal Enfield (Bullet)
showroom in Saket Nagar.
Gyanendra Shukla of Saket
Nagar is posted there as
General Manager. Security
guard Udai Narain Dwivedi of
World Bank, Barra, was on
night duty on Thursday night.
Late night, when he was pre-
sent at the outside counter of
the showroom, picket home-
guards Indrapal Singh and
Sushil Pandey informed him
about a fire on the third floor
of the showroom. Udai Narain
immediately informed his gen-
eral manager while the home-
guards, to Kidwai Nagar police
station about the incident. On
the information of thana police,
Fire Officer of Meerpur Fire
Station KK Singh rushed to
spot with  two fire tenders. In
presence of the security guard
Udai Narain, firemen broke out
the locks on the main gate to
climb on the upper floors and
to enter into the third floor.
Thereafter, they carried out
the rescue operation. General
Manager Gyanendra Shukla
said the fire broke out in the
accidental unit situated on the
back side of the third floor due
to electric short circuit. Over
three bikes lying there to settle
their accidental claim, some
furniture, one cabin and some
spare parts were gutted in the
fire. As the power supply was
suspended after the incident,
exact amount of loss could not
be ascertained due to darkness
prevailing there, he added. But
on Friday morning, he saw sev-
eral bikes being reduced to ash
and suspected heavy loss of
goods and property. Fire
Officer KK Singh said with the
help of two fire tenders, the fire
was controlled after around two
hours. No casaulty was, howe-
vere, reported in the incident.
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Additional Police
Commissioner, AP Tiwari

has warned the firecracker sell-
ers to refrain from footpath
sales. He said it had been
decided that those who want-
ed to obtain permission to set
up firecracker shops will have
to apply online with their
Aadhar card  and PAN cards.
He said it had been decided to
keep the sales of firecrackers
restricted keeping in view the
pollution it created on Diwali
festival. He said the district
administration had decided to
allot one particular place in the
city where all retailers holding
valid permission can put up
their shops.

It may be mentioned here
that during Diwali a large
number of firecrackers manu-
factured in the surrounding
districts and remote areas were
sold in the city  which led to
evading excise duty.  Besides it
has on umpteen occasions led
to blasts resulting in deaths of
the family members involved in
manufacture of illegal fire-
cracker. 

This year the district
administration has decided to
keep an observation on such
hidden firecracker units and
ensure that only those who had
the sanction from the govern-
ment will be allowed to put up
their vends.

Tiwari said excess of fire-
crackers had always been a
health hazard and thus with
major efforts being made to
ensure that no such illegal
manufacturing was carried out
and so no mishap may occur.
He said all those were were
keen to put up stalls to sell fire-
crackers will  have to apply
online. 

Although majority of the
firecrackers come from Sivakasi
yet  the local manufacturing
carried out covert manufac-
turing which also posed risk of
life.
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was that “Muslims are not a
minority. Muslims are a nation
according to any definition;
they must have their home-
land, their territory and their
State.”

Dr BR Ambedkar wrote in
his 1941 reply to Jinnah’s res-
olution: No one has expressed
shock at the thought of sepa-
rating Karnataka from
Andhra, what then is there to
be shocked in the demand for
the separation of Pakistan? If
it is disruptive in its effect, it
is no more so than the sepa-
ration of Hindu provinces
such as Karnataka from
Maharashtra, or Andhra from
Madras. Pakistan is merely
another manifestation of a
cultural unit demanding free-
dom. There is nothing new
about the resolution which
merely resuscitates the scheme
which was put forth by
Mohammad Iqbal in 1930. Mr
Rahmat Ali gave it the name
Pakistan. After Iqbal, there is
nothing new in linking the
northwestern provinces.”

“Uncannily, there is noth-
ing new in outing together
many districts of Bengal and
Assam into one province.
Viceroy Curzon had done it in
1905. The British or the
Anglo-Indian was not a
nation; Indians’ referred only
to the people of India.”

“French Orientalist Joseph

Renan has written that a
nation is a living soul, a spir-
itual principle. The Doctor
continues: “The Hindus draw
their inspiration from the
Ramayana etc; whereas the
Muslims derive their inspira-
tion from the Quran and
Hadith”. Thus, the things that
divide and the things that
unite, in Ambedkar’s opinion,
there is no argument against
the claim for partition if they
insist upon it.

The Doctor quotes Lord
Acton’s phrase that Pakistan is
a soul wandering in search of
a body. Ambedkar went deep
into the subject and showed
that the Indian army then
was dominated in numbers by
Muslim Punjabis, but their pay
and perks were indirectly paid
for by the Hindu provinces. He
concluded by writing that in
any case it is better to have the
enemy outside the borders
rather than inside.

To go back to the Kashmir
problem, could it be that the
Government in Delhi and the
Governor in Srinagar are
unable to relate to the
Kashmiris who are of a differ-
ent faith? They begin with
God, move on to the Prophet
and then to the scripture. On
the other hand, we do not
have a single authoritative
book or Prophet, but are
believers in karma. Their way

of thinking, in the lingo of
logic, is called deductive,
which begins with a premise
and ends with a logical con-
clusion, top down. Our faith
is inductive and begins with
ground realities to move
upwards till it reaches a con-
clusion. A few scholars realise
the huge gulf between the two
categories of faiths, Abrahamic
and Eastern.

The Abrahamic method
of approaching the issue
would be to shoot and kill,
whereas the Eastern way
would be to worry about the
relationship between the two
sides after the bullets and
battles. This explains that we
are an ancient civilisation and
at the same time, have taken
nearly 75 years to get down to
grappling with the problem.

India and Pakistan were
born as independent countries
at the same time. Yet look at
the difference in the distance
covered by the two countries.
To overcome the gulf in the
Kashmir Valley, everyone
should understand one anoth-
er so that the Government of
India does not keep going
round and round the mulber-
ry bush.

(The writer is a well-
known columnist, an author
and a former member of the
Rajya Sabha. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Sir — The Constitution gives us the right
to protest, but unorganised protests make
life of commoners difficult. Roadblocks
cause traffic problems and as a result, the
public suffers. This also leads to excess fuel
consumption and ultimately more pollu-
tion. Road is public property. Therefore,
it should be used in the same way. The
method of agitating the public by block-
ing the roads is wrong. To get the atten-
tion of the Government, roads are
blocked. But, the protestors don't care that
the public is suffering unnecessarily.

Just like the protesters have questions,
the common people also have a question,
why are people being harassed by block-
ing the road through this movement?
Delhi is a busy city and the police have
to always be on their toes. In such a sit-
uation, there is an agitation by blocking
the road. This puts a lot of pressure on the
police. The public will not have difficul-
ty when protests are staged in a more
organised and peaceful way. It is the duty
of the protesters to take care of this. Now,
the Supreme Court has told the farmers
what is right. The apex court said that the
farmers have the right to protest but they
cannot block the roads and the farmers
must abide by the decision.

Jayesh Rane  | Mumbai 

���
�����
��
���������
Sir — It is definitely a milestone that India
has administered 100 crore doses so far,
but not a moment to celebrate as only 30
per cent of the population is fully vacci-
nated. Approximately 88 crore addition-
al doses are needed to fully vaccinate the
adult population. Even so, India must
stand-up and salute all scientists, doctors,
frontline workers as well as vaccine man-
ufacturers, in making India proud with
vaccine development and administering
the same to a billion people. Hats off to
all.

But, how a publicity lover, power
hungry Government, will not take the
credit for it as the Assembly polls are
coming closer? As a second country after
China, India crossed the billion vaccines
mark, but the way India used its resources

to drain for upgrading or boosting the
image of Prime Minister Narendra Modi
is not worth it. Israel, which has a
record of administering double dose to
the entire population, has never drained
its resources to boost the image of their
political leader. The truth is that we could
have been here in July; only if the
Government had been proactive. By
not vaccinating sooner, it has hurt India's
economy too. 

Bidyut K Chatterjee | Faridabad
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Sir — Is the situation in Kashmir snow-
balling into a major national problem?
Otherwise, how would one explain the
former J&K Governor Satya Pal Malik's
contention that everything was normal
during his tenure and things have
changed drastically overnight. Is the
abrogation of Article 370 slowly repuls-
ing with renewed vigour from the natives
or is it a ploy from neighbouring coun-
try, not to speak of new developments in

Afghanistan, or is it a spontaneous revolt
from among Kashmiris to assert their
rights or combination of all the three that
is pushing the Indian Government to a
corner?

It is during such a time of crisis that
an acute need arises for cooperation of
all political parties to douse the embers
of communal disharmony and friction
between locals and non-locals as India
is a free country where people can live
as they wish without any feeling of alien-
ation. Only a multi pronged approach of
following a democratic process of listen-
ing to all and acting thereupon, duly pro-
tecting human rights of the people may
lead to a semblance of return to peace.
More all party meetings where ‘doodh ka
doodh aur paani ka paani’ should be dis-
cussed threadbare with a give and take
approach to reach a viable solution.   

D Nagarjuna | Hyderabad
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AKashmiri acquaintance
recently described the
situation in Kashmir as
a continuation of the

Indo-Pak conflict by proxy. The
soft locals fear that their Valley
will soon be filled with outsiders,
whereas tougher Kashmiris look
at the abolition of Article 370 as
an opportunity to prolong the
fight.

At least from the time of Sir
Syed Ahmed Khan of Aligarh
fame, the belief that the British
dispossessed Siraj-ud-Daulah of
Bengal, Tipu Sultan of Mysore
and Wajid Ali Shah of Awadh,
has lingered. The feeling also is
that when the British Crown left
India, it should have the courtesy
to “return it to us”. Homeland
and New Medina was the cause
of Partition. This was also MA
Jinnah’s decoy for British ears in
1946-47.

Maulana Abdul Kalam Azad
firmly opposed the partition of
India because in a hundred years,
India would have had a Muslim
majority. In 1983, a Pakistani jour-
nalist visited Tehran to interview
Iran’s religious dictator Ayatollah
Khomeini, in connection with the
celebrations around Pakistan Day,
namely March 23. The inter-
viewer’s final question was: What
did Khomeini sahib think of
Qaid-e-Azam Jinnah? The
Ayatollah’s answer was: He was a
brilliant man but could have ben-
efited from vision. He should have
been patient and his community
would have gotten the whole of
India, not merely its crumbs. But
then, Jinnah was not a momin but
a recently minted coin.

It is true that until 1935,
Jinnah was widely called “the
ambassador of Hindu-Muslim
unity”, a term coined by Sarojini
Naidu. In his presidential address
on the eve of proposing the
Pakistan Resolution in 1940,
Jinnah said, “We know that the
history of the last 1,200 years has
failed to achieve unity and has
witnessed India always divided
into Hindu India and Muslim
India. Muslim India cannot
accept any constitution which
must result in a Hindu majority
Government; in combination
with democracy, it would be a
Hindu Raj which Muslims, can-
not tolerate.

The Qaid’s other contention
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Germany’s federal elections have
delivered the suspense promised
by the polls: a close race between
the two grand old parties (the

Union, i.e., CDU & CSU combined and
the Social Democrats, SPD) and a frac-
tured mandate in which none of the polit-
ical parties represented in the German
Parliament (Bundestag) can form the gov-
ernment own their own. Although the
winner of the elections, SPD, is current-
ly an ally in Angela Merkel’s “Grand
Coalition”, it has been traditionally as well
as ideologically an arch political rival of
the conservative “Union” — the party
alliance of CDU (now commonly known
as “Merkel’s Party”) and CSU which
together stand as the second winner. 

The SPD beat the Union by a slim mar-
gin of less than one per cent (25.7 per cent
vs 24.1 per cent). Yet the difference feels
monumental to Germany’s national polit-
ical landscape: for the first time in almost
20 years, the SPD ended the race ahead of
the Union. 

The main reason for the result may be
found in the loss of the “Merkel factor”. Her
immense popularity among the vast spec-
tra of voters from moderate to left led to
the Union’s successive electoral victories.
But with her departure as Federal
Chancellor, this unifying factor vanished.
And with it a certain cohesion within the
party. Merkel herself did little to build a sec-
ond line of leadership and empower a suc-
cessor to lead the Union and win the
upcoming elections. Her only endorsement
went unsuccessful when Annegret Kramp-
Karrenbauer succeeded her as head of party
(CDU) in 2018 but did not stand up to the
party’s expectations. She had to make way
in early 2021 for the current chancellor can-
didate Armin Laschet. 

The unclear mandate throws up three
possible scenarios for government forma-
tion: A renewal of the incumbent Grand
Coalition finds no friends within the par-
ties nor the public and has since been ruled
out. This leaves Union or SPD only the
option of taking on board two of the small-
er parties to form a governing majority in
the German Bundestag. Any coalition with
the right-wing populist party AfD had been
ruled out beforehand by all four.

Both Union and SPD derive the equal
claim to form the next government. It is not
the 0.8 percent lead that gives the SPD the
advantage in taking the reins. In the past
days, the Union found itself increasingly
engaged in negative debates about conse-
quences from the historically bad election
results while the SPD managed to reinforce
its public perception of a winner. Their light
improvement — still their third-worst result
in the history of Germany’s post-war elec-
tions — lets the party and their chancel-
lor-to-be Olaf Scholz shine.

Despite being hailed as winner of this
election, Scholz faces a difficult situation
as he has to negotiate with two more par-
ties to form a majority government in the
Bundestag. 
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India has to make its armed
forced self-reliant —
‘Aatmanirbhar’. The Army

accounts for more than half of
the total defence budget of
India, with most of the expen-
diture going into the mainte-
nance of cantonments, salaries
and pensions, instead of crit-
ical arms and ammunition. 

On February 1, 2020,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman earmarked
�4,71,378 crore for the
Ministry of Defence (MoD).
Of the total allocation,
�3,23,053 crore was provided
for the Defence Services
Estimates (DSE) and Defence
Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO). The
balance allocation is distrib-
uted between defence pensions
and MoD (Civil). Representing
a growth of 9.4 per cent,

MoD's overall allocation trans-
lates into an increase of
�40,367 crore. This raises the
question, how would this
increase affect India's defence
and modernisation in partic-
ular?

This budget is just 1.7 per
cent of the GDP, which is just
not sufficient for the moderni-
sation of defence forces keep-
ing in view the threat percep-
tion from China and Pakistan.

India emerged as the sec-
ond-largest importer of arms
transferred between 2016-20,
with a share of 9.5 per cent of
global arms imports. To make
India self-reliant, the
Ordnance Factory Board
(OFB) has been split into
seven government-owned cor-
porate entities to help improve-
self-reliance in defence pre-
paredness. Business in the

seven new entities started from
October 1, 2021. These new
companies are: Troop
Comforts Limited (TCL);
Yantra India Limited (YIL);
Gliders India Limited (GIL);
India Optel Limited (IOL);
Advanced Weapons and
Equipment India Limited
(AWE India); and Armoured
Vehicles Nigam Limited
(AVANI).

The companies now have
an order book of �65,000
crore. These orders were
already in the pipeline and

were just shifted to the new
entities. These companies have
complete functional autonomy
and the interests of the
employees are fully protected.

According to Defence
Minister Raj Nath Singh, “It is
to transform the Ordnance
Factories to improve expertise
in product range; profitable
and productive assets; ensure
self-reliance; enhance cost
effectiveness and improve
quality and increase compet-
itiveness.”

The Centre, in May 2020,
had announced increasing the
FDI limit from 49 per cent to
74 per cent under the automat-
ic route in the defence sector.
The government has been
emphasising boosting indige-
nous defence manufacturing.
The Ministry has set a goal of
a turnover of �1.75 lakh crore

in defence manufacturing by
2025 that included an export
target of �35,000 crore worth
of military hardware.

Despite these initiatives,
India's military industry capa-
bility shows a sorry picture and
the private sector is still not
being treated as a partner in
India's quest for higher self-
reliance. A GE 404 engine
from the US powers the much-
hyped indigenous Light
Combat Aircraft (LCA), while
the radar is sourced from
Israel. The Kaveri engine
development by the Gas
Turbine Research
Establishment (GTRE) has
been an unmitigated disaster.
German MTU engines power
the Main Battle Tank (MBT),
the showpiece indigenous
tank. Despite the hike in FDI,
the inflow has only been $300

million from April to
September 2020; largely due to
the number of caveats for
allowing 76 per cent FDI.

The Kalam Committee
assessed our Self Reliance
Index (SRI) in 1993 as 30 per
cent, with a road map to
increase it to 70 per cent in a
decade's time. The committee
had identified a number of
critical subsystems like the
focal plane array, passive seek-
ers, stealth, AESA radar, RLG
and carbon fibres where India's
design and development qual-
ity needs to be ramped up.
Weapons, propulsion and sen-
sors remain the main bugbears
of India's design capability in
the DRDO and India's SRI has
not inched forward.

Technology transfer has
been India's major policy
mosaic to build major systems

and platforms since 1963 (in
the aftermath of the MiG-21
aircraft). HAL has been pro-
ducing Sukhoi Su-30 on the
basis of technology transfer
documents from Russia.
Similar is the story of the T90
produced in the Avadi tank
factory. 

The major problem afflict-
ing the OFB is not the lack of
autonomy or accountability
but the wherewithal to
improve capability. Its corpo-
ratisation has to be seen in the
overall context of improving
India's military industry capa-
bility, self-reliance quotient,
design capability in critical sys-
tems and quality, time and
cost-effectiveness and involve-
ment of private players in
defence manufacturing as
partners in tandem with
OEMs and design houses. 
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The two parties that find them-
selves in a position as unusual as
convenient are the Green Party and
the FDP (Germany’s Liberal Party).
The Greens emerged with their best
ever result of a Federal Election,
largely fuelled by their political
stance on climate change.
Conversely, the Liberals (FDP)
openly favour the Union for a gov-
ernment as they see more ideolog-
ical overlap with their economy-
focused politics. It is this divergent
ideological positioning, which led to
FDP and Greens meeting first for
initial talks to iron out differences
and explore common grounds.
There can be no Government with-
out the support of these two small-
er parties. All in all, Germany is
readying up for a new era of three-
party coalition.

Now the country witnesses
that the CDU - stately centre of
power for 50 years in the past --
finds itself discussing internal con-
sequences of their election result.
Despite gaining almost the same
number of seats as that of the SPD,
the party faces calls from within
that the disappointing result would
not suffice as mandate to form a
government and too, criticism of
the common chancellor candidate,
Armin Laschet.The party is sledg-
ing its own (elected) candidate
while he is engaged in coalition
talks with the Greens and
Liberals.With the impaired bargain-
ing position, the Union would find
it challenging to deliver sufficient
arguments to convince Greens and
FDP to join a so-called Union-led
“Jamaica Coalition” (dubbed for its
colour combination of the black,

green and yellow parties). Instead,
the country is preparing for a so-
called “traffic light”-coalition of Red
(SPD), Yellow (FDP) and Green.

On last Sunday, both SPD and
Green Party received the blessing
from their respective party commit-
tees to go ahead with negotiations
to form the next German Federal
Government. The FDP is expected
to follow suit. Seen as the “odd man
out” earlier in the three way-coali-
tion, their charismatic leader
Christian Lindner was quick to pre-
empt doubts about the party’s agree-
ment to go ahead with the talks.
This is seen as the main obstacle
removed. The unanimity among the
three new partners is not perceived
without scepticism: in 2017, the
FDP withdrew from three-way-
talks (on a “Jamaica coalition” with
CDU/CSU and Greens) at an
advanced stage. This time, howev-
er, the Union of CDU and CSU does
not seem to pose an attractive
alternative anymore.

The ensued discussion initially
centred around personnel: Public
polls (before the election) displayed
a considerably higher popularity of
the CSU party head and Chief
Minister of the Free State of Bavaria
— Markus Söder — as compared to
Laschet. Söder’s candidacy was
rejected by the CSU’s much larger
sister partyCDU (of which Laschet
is a member). While many in the
party expect Söder to run for
Chancellor in 2025, the main focus
is now on reconciliation, renewal
and display of unity. At a party sum-
mit of the Union’s youth organisa-
tion, a new path was already
declared before the new government

is formed: Merkel’s party will accept
the unusual role in opposition
rather than risk the “experiment” of
heading a potentially unstable three-
party-government under a weak-
ened leader. It would not befit the
self-concept of a party whose roots
of success lie in stability. It has now
four years to shed off the weight of
the Merkel persona. Sacrificing its
top candidate Laschet, who is
incumbent Chief Minister of
Germany’s most populous state
North Rhine-Westphalia, is a price
the Union seems to be willing to pay.

The rift within CDU and CSU
is an unwelcome damper for the
Liberals’ hope to form a conserva-
tive-liberal government again after
the Merkel II cabinet (2009-2013).
It leaves the FDP with little hope to
play a larger role in the upcoming
government. Having scored 11.5
percent in the elections, the tradi-
tional role of providing the Deputy
Federal Chancellor and Foreign
Minister will fall to the Green Party
- regardless of which party will lead
the government. 

Germany is a leader in the
European Union (EU) and sees its
future at the heart of it. Accordingly,
other EU member states are eager-
ly awaiting the imminent outcome
of the coalition talks. Larger deci-
sions such as Free Trade Agreement
negotiations may be postponed
until then. Additionally, it might
take months (as it did in 2017) for
the parties to come to an agreement.
With a general understanding
among all three parties underway,
Germany could have a new govern-
ment and Federal Chancellor by
Christmas.
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Situation at the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) facing China

and Line of Control (LOC)
with Pakistan will figure promi-
nently during the Army
Commanders’ conference start-
ing here next week.  The top
brass will review the opera-
tional readiness of the force to
deal with any threat.

The four-day meet starting
Wednesday will take place at a
time when tension prevails at
the LAC in Eastern Ladakh and
the recently held 13th round of
Corps Commander level talks
did not yield any result. 

Given the stalemate at the
stand-off sites, both the coun-
tries are readying their troops
for winter deployment in the
forward areas in Eastern
Ladakh.  The Commanders
will take stock of the prepara-
tions made to ensure troops
posted there during the harsh
winter months are able to per-

form their duty effectively.  To
that effect, logistical back up
will also be reviewed, sources
said here on Friday.

At present, more than
50,000 troops each from both
the sides are deployed in for-
ward areas besides the friction
points thereby leading to ten-
sion.  The conference will
review the current status of
readiness of these troops, they
added.  Army Chief General M
M Naravane had visited some
forward posts in the first week
of this month at the LAC in
Ladakh and reviewed pre-
paredness for winter months.

In fact, the status of the
entire 4,000 km long LAC
stretching from Ladakh in the
west to Arunachal Pradesh in
the east will be reviewed by the
commanders.

As regards Pakistan, the
ceasefire by both the armies in
February this year at the LOC
to avoid collateral damage has,
so far, managed to hold except

some incidents last month
when the Pakistan army vio-
lated the pact.  The firing was
in an apparent attempt to push
militants into Jammu and
Kashmir from launch pads
across the LOC in Pakistan
Occupied Kashmir(POK).

The commanders will
review the situation especially

in the backdrop of recent spurt
in terrorist violence in Kashmir,
sources said.  Army Chief
General M M Naravane visit-
ed Jammu region earlier this
week to assess the situation on
the ground.

The commanders confer-
ence of all the three Services
take place twice a year.
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As the Government cele-
brated the 100-crore vac-

cination mark, the Congress on
Friday hit out at Prime Minister
Narendra Modi accusing him
of misleading the country on
the jab drive as only 21 per cent
of the country's population
was fully vaccinated.

The Congress asked the
Prime Minister to bring out a
white paper on how his Gov-
ernment intends to vaccinate
all adults by year-end, a
promise made by him earlier.

Congress spokesperson
Gourav Vallabh also alleged
that the Prime Minister, in his
address to the nation, did not
talk about issues of inflation
and terrorism confronting the
country.

He said that instead of
offering condolences to the
families of 4.53 lakh people
who lost their lives due to the
coronavirus, the Prime
Minister is celebrating.

"The Prime Minister
should talk about the issues
confronting the nation, but
instead he is celebrating

'Mahotsava'. The PM touched
issues in a wrong manner and
shared wrong data while trying
to mislead the country," he told
reporters.

Vallabh also alleged that
"the PM gave the data which is
semi-baked, as half-truth is
very dangerous."

He said there are only two
countries having more than 50
crore population and the claim
that India is the first country to
achieve 100-crore plus vacci-
nations is "false" as China had
achieved 216 crore doses of
vaccinations in September.

He said China has double
vaccinated 80 per cent of its
population while India has
only vaccinated 20 per cent of
the population.

"We would like to ask the
prime minister that it would
have been nice if he had shared
when we are going to start vac-
cinations for our school-going
and college-going students. It
would have been good if the
PM answered when his
promise of the entire popula-
tion would be fulfilled by
December 31, 2021.

"Please share a white paper

on how we are going to receive
106 crore vaccines in the next
70 days to vaccinate our entire
adult population," Vallabh said.

He said that "we thought he
would talk about inflation
because from January 1 till date
there is a hike in (price of)
diesel by 29 per cent and petrol
by 27 per cent."

"Is there anybody on this
earth except the prime minis-
ter's few friends whose income
level has increased in last nine
months by 29 per cent," he
asked.

"We were expecting you to
speak on the issue when inno-
cents were killed in Jammu and
Kashmir, including 32 persons
murdered in the last two weeks
and nine soldiers gave supreme
sacrifice saving our mother-
land. But the prime minister
does not have time for any of
such things.

#���� 2&3�1&4%"

Union Minister for Minority
Affairs Mukhtar Abbas

Naqvi on Thursday said  the
official announcement of Haj
2022 will be made in the first
week of November and along
with that the process of online
application for Haj will also be
started.

He  said that selection
process of Haj pilgrims will be
done according to complete
vaccination with both the doses
and guidelines and criteria to
be decided by Indian and Saudi
Arabia Governments, keeping
in view Corona protocols dur-
ing the time of Haj 2022.

While chairing Haj Review
Meeting here  Naqvi said that
Digital Health Card, “E-MASI-
HA” health facility and “E-
luggage pre-tagging”, providing
all information regarding
accommodation/transporta-
tion in Makkah-Madinah, will
be provided to all the Haj pil-
grims.

He  said that preparations
for Haj 2022 have been started
keeping in mind the health and
corona protocol of Saudi
Arabia Government and
Government of India. 

The entire Haj 2022
process in India will be 100 per
cent digital. India sends the
second largest number of Haj
pilgrims after Indonesia.

Naqvi said that arrange-
ments for special training for
Haj 2022 regarding Corona
protocols and Health and
Hygiene are being made in
India and Saudi Arabia for the
Haj pilgrims. National-inter-
national protocol guidelines
due to pandemic position will
be implemented and followed
strictly during Haj 2022.

Haj 2022 process is being
chalked out after deliberations
among Ministry of Minority
Affairs, Ministry of Health,
Ministry of External Affairs,
Ministry of Civil Aviation, Haj
Committee of India, Indian
Embassy in Saudi Arabia and
India’s Consul General in
Jeddah and other agencies
keeping in view all aspects of
the pandemic challenges. 
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Covid-19 is a seasonal infec-
tion linked to low temper-

atures and humidity, much
like seasonal influenza,
researchers from Barcelona
Institute for Global Health
(ISGlobal) have claimed.

The results, published in
Nature Computational Science,
also support the considerable
contribution of airborne SARS-
CoV-2 transmission and the
need to shift to measures that
promote “air hygiene”.

Researchers worked on a

key question regarding SARS-
CoV-2 was whether it was
behaving, or will behave, as a
seasonal virus like influenza, or
whether it will be equally trans-
mitted during any time of the
year.

“The question of whether
Covid-19 is a genuine season-
al disease becomes increas-
ingly central, with implica-
tions for determining effective
intervention measures,”
explained Xavier Rodó, direc-
tor of the Climate and Health
programme at ISGlobal and
coordinator of the study.

To answer this question,
Rodó and his team first
analysed the association of
temperature and humidity in
the initial phase of SARS-CoV-
2 spread in 162 countries across
five continents, before changes
in human behaviour and pub-
lic health policies were put into
place. The results show a neg-
ative relationship between the
transmission rate (R0) and
both temperature and humid-
ity at the global scale: higher
transmission rates were asso-
ciated with lower temperatures
and humidity.

The team then analysed
how this association between
climate and disease evolved
over time, and whether it was
consistent at different geo-
graphical scales. For this, they
used a statistical method that
was specifically developed to
identify similar patterns of
variation (i.e. a pattern-recog-
nition tool) at different win-
dows of time.

Again, they found a strong
negative association for short
time windows between dis-
ease (number of cases) and cli-
mate (temperature and humid-

ity), with consistent patterns
during the first, second and
third waves of the pandemic at
different spatial scales: world-
wide, countries, down to indi-
vidual regions within highly
affected countries (Lombardy,

Thüringen and Catalonia) and
even to the city level
(Barcelona).

The first epidemic waves
waned as temperature and
humidity rose, and the second
wave rose as temperatures and
humidity fell. However, this
pattern was broken during
summertime in all continents.
“This could be explained by
several factors, including mass
gatherings of young people,
tourism, and air conditioning,
among others,” explains
Alejandro Fontal, researcher at
ISGlobal and first author of the

study.
Finally, using an epidemi-

ological model, the research
team showed that incorporat-
ing temperature into the trans-
mission rate works better for
predicting the rise and fall of
the different waves, particularly
the first and third ones in
Europe. “Altogether, our find-
ings support the view of
COVID-19 as a true seasonal
low-temperature infection,
similar to influenza and to the
more benign circulating coro-
naviruses,” says Rodó.

This seasonality could con-

tribute importantly to the
transmission of SARS-CoV-2,
since low humidity conditions
have been shown to reduce the
size of aerosols, and thereby
increase airborne transmission
of seasonal viruses such as
influenza. “This link warrants
an emphasis on ‘air hygiene’
through improved indoor ven-
tilation as aerosols are capable
to persist suspended for longer
times,” says Rodó, and high-
lights the need to include mete-
orological parameters in the
evaluation and planning of
control measures. 
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In an effort to provide more
lethal equipment to the Navy

to destroy enemy submarines
and warships, the Defence
ministry has signed a contract
with the US worth over �400
crores for torpedoes and
expendable(chaff and flares).

These weapons will be fit-
ted on the long range P-8 I long
range maritime reconnaissance

aircraft now with the Navy.
These aircraft are also US made
and the Indian Navy has 11 air-
craft manufactured by Boeing.

The defence ministry said
here the torpedoes deal worth
Rs 423  crores is through the
Foreign Military Sale route
wherein the US stands guar-
antee for all the contractual
clauses and delivery schedule.

These weapons are the out-
fit of P-8I Aircraft which is used

for Long range Maritime
Surveillance, Anti-Submarine
Warfare and Anti-Surface
Warfare (ASV).

The first batch of the P-8 I
was inducted in 2013 and the
latest one joined service earli-
er this week. In addition to
unmatched maritime recon-
naissance and anti-submarine
warfare capabilities, the P-8I
has been deployed to assist dur-
ing disaster relief.

#���� 2&3�1&4%"

The Government is looking
forward to Indian airlines

purchasing and leasing many
more wide-bodied aircraft once
the Indian aviation sector recu-
perates from the Covid-
induced crisis. 

Only two Indian carriers —
Air India and Vistara — cur-
rently have wide-bodied air-
craft, which have bigger fuel
tanks that allows them to oper-
ate long-haul flights such as on
India-US routes.

Union Civil Aviation
Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia
while speaking at a conference
of Public Affairs Forum of
India on Friday, said Air India's
successful sale to the Tata
group is a testament of the
belief of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and this Gov-
ernment that "the private sec-
tor has an integral to play in

making sure that service value
proposition is there for all cus-
tomers".

"I think in many ways, this
(privatisation) changes the long
standing perception of the
Government in business," he
added. The Centre had
announced on October 8 that
a Tata group subsidiary made
the winning bid for Air India
by quoting Rs 18,000 crore.
Both Air India and Vistara are
owned by the Tata group now.

The minister said: "Our
national flagship carrier (Air
India), over the last 10 years,
due to the policies of the past
governments, had really
become a drag on the resources
of the country." "That divest-
ment process was completed.
The hand over is in process. I
wish the new owners all suc-
cess," he mentioned.

Scindia said there is a need
to have a level playing field and

break down of all the gate-
keepers to allow proliferation of
aviation sector players -- not
only new players but also exist-
ing players that will augment
capacity.

Stating that he does not
want to put the cart before the
horse, Scindia said once the
normalisation happens, there
should be expansion of capac-
ities. "And the expansion of
capacities that I would like to
see is not only for domestic
traffic but also for internation-
al traffic. So, I am looking for-
ward to our domestic airlines
purchasing many more and
leasing many more wide-bod-
ied aircraft so that they can also
travel abroad," he said.

"And these long-haul
flights, which will shorten the
gap between the RASK and the
CASK, the revenue structure
and the cost structure of the
airline, is something that I am

looking forward to," he stated.
RASK stands for revenue per
available seat-kilometre and it
is calculated by dividing the
total revenue earned from a
flight with the total number of
seats and the distance travelled.
Similarly, CASK stands for cost
per available seat-kilometre.

The minister said he is
looking to the return of nor-
malcy in the domestic aviation
sector in the next couple of
months. He said he wished his
very best to the two airlines --
reborn Jet Airways and new
airline Akasa -- that were com-
ing on board.

"The fact that you had a
very chequered past with a lot
of airlines closing down and
today we have a birth of two
airlines taking place -- this is a
very promising sign for the
future," he added. Akasa is
backed by ace investor Rakesh
Jhunjhunwala and former Jet

Airways CEO Vinay Dube
and former IndiGo President
Aditya Ghosh. It aims to start
operations by the summer of
2022. Jalan Kalrock
Consortium, the winning bid-
der for the grounded airline Jet
Airways, had said last month it
will restart domestic operations
by the first quarter of 2022 and
short-haul international flights
by the last quarter of the next
year.

The minister said he does
not think that any other sector
in the industry has been hit as
hard as the aviation sector by
the coronavirus pandemic.
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The Supreme Court on
Friday sought response

from former Twitter Managing
Director Manish Maheshwari
on an appeal of the Uttar
Pradesh Government against
the Karnataka High Court's
decision to quash a notice
seeking his personal appear-
ance as part of the probe into
a communally sensitive video
uploaded by a user on the
microblogging site. 

The bench headed by Chief
Justice N V Ramana took note
of the submissions of Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta, appear-
ing for the State Government,
and issued notice to
Maheshwari, who has been
transferred to the USA by his
employer Twitter Inc in August.
“We issue notice. We need to
hear the case,” said the bench
which also comprised justices
Surya Kant and Hima Kohli. 

Earlier, the State
Government, which has filed
the plea through Senior
Superintendent of Police of
Ghaziabad, had on September
8 mentioned its appeal for an
urgent hearing. The plea chal-
lenges the July 23 order of the
Karnataka High Court quash-
ing the notice issued to
Maheshwari to appear before
the police and cooperate in the

probe related to uploading of a
communally sensitive video
on Twitter. The Karnataka
High Court has interfered with
the summons issued to the then
Twitter Managing Director by
the Uttar Pradesh Police, the
law officer had said. 

Holding the notice as
“mala fide”, the high court had
said the notice under Section
41(A) of the CrPC should be
treated as Section under 160 of
CrPC, allowing the Ghaziabad
Police to question Maheshwari
through virtual mode, at his
office or his residential address
in Bengaluru.  Section 41 (A)
of the CrPC gives power to
police to issue a notice to an
accused to appear before it
when a complaint is filed and
if the accused complies with the
notice and cooperates, then he
is not required to be arrested.   

The Ghaziabad (Uttar
Pradesh) Police had issued a
notice under Section 41-A
of the CrPC on June 21
asking him to report at
the Loni Border police
station at 10:30 AM on
June 24.  Maheshwari
then moved the
Karnataka High Court
as he was at that time stay-
ing in Bengaluru in
Karnataka. On June 24, the
High Court, in an interim
order, restrained the Ghaziabad

Police from initiating any coer-
cive action against him. 

The Ghaziabad Police on
June 15 booked Twitter Inc,
Twitter Communications India
Pvt Ltd (Twitter India), news
website The Wire, journalists
Mohammed Zubair and Rana
Ayyub, besides Congress lead-
ers Salman Nizami, Maskoor
Usmani, Shama Mohamed and

writer Saba Naqvi.  
They were booked over

the circulation of a video in
which an elderly man, Abdul
Shamad Saifi, alleged that he
was thrashed by some young
men, who also asked him to
chant 'Jai Shri Ram' on June
five. According to police, the
video was shared to cause com-
munal unrest.
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In a relief to some Women
Short Service Commission

Officers (WSSCO) in the
Army, the Supreme

Court on Friday
directed the

Centre to
i s s u e
o r d e r s
grant ing

Permanent

Commission
(PC) to 39 such

officers in seven
working days and furnish the
details of 25 officers with rea-

sons, who were not considered.  
The Centre informed the

top court that after re-exam-
ining the case of each 72
women SSC officers, one offi-
cer has decided to quit, 39 offi-
cers can be considered for
PC, seven have been 
found medically unfit and 25
officers cannot be granted PC
as they have adverse ACR
report of indiscipline and dis-
obedience and poor opera-
tional report. 

A bench of Justices DY
Chandrachud and BV
Nagarathna said that in respect
of the officers forming part of
the group of 36 WSSCOs who
have filed four contempt peti-

tions in the top court and are
not found eligible for grant of
PC, the Centre shall file state-
ments in a tabulated form
giving the reasons for each of
the officers not found eligible
or are denied PC.      

“In the above facts, we are
of the view that ends of justice
would be met, if to begin
with, orders for the grant of PC
are issued for all the 39 officers,
in terms of the statement
which have been made before
this court by the ASG Sanjay
Jain within a period of one
seven working days from
today. Compliance shall be
scrupulously ensured within
seven working days”, it said.

The Centre has earlier told the
top court that all these 72
WSSCOs have been found
unfit for grant of permanent
commission in the Army.         

ASG Jain said that besides
the 39 WSSCOs of the 72 offi-
cers, one officer has decided to
quit while seven officers have
been found medically unfit
and 25 officers have been
denied PC on disciplinary
grounds, disobedience, and
weak operational report.
Theapex court listed the mat-
ter for further hearing after
Diwali vacation.                 

On October 1, the top
court had restrained the Army
from discharging the 72

WSSCOs, who were not con-
sidered for PC, till further
orders and had sought a reply
within a week on why they
were not considered for the
service. 

The women officers have
alleged that the top court's
March 25 ruling was not con-
sidered by the Army and all 72
of them were rejected from
consideration for the PC at one
go. The apex court had direct-
ed that within three months,
all serving SSC women officers
have to be considered for PCs
irrespective of them 
having crossed 14 years or, as
the case may be, 20 years of
service.

��
 �����$
������
��
�$$��
�� ��
.��
�����
�.
'�
��
$�/��
 �"$
��
01
%����
�..����$
��
���"

%�������������	��������,�������
������������*������������������������



,�4)(55����� !	"	#$%�&'$( "	 �% )*&	+,-	+.+/

#	��� 1%�6�

A35-year-old Bangladeshi
man, the key suspect who

was arrested overnight in con-
nection with a slew of violence
against Hindus and mob
attacks on temples in the coun-
try during Durga Puja festivi-
ties, would be interrogated by
security agencies, police said 
on Friday.

Iqbal Hossain was arrested
from Cox’s Bazar sea beach
area on Thursday night after a
massive hunt and is suspected
to be the one who placed a copy
of the Quran at a Durga Puja
venue in Cumilla, some 100 km
southeast of Dhaka.

Attacks on Hindu temples
have been reported in
Bangladesh since last
Wednesday after an alleged
blasphemous post surfaced on
social media during the Durga
Puja celebrations.

On late Sunday night, a
mob damaged 66 houses and
set on fire at least 20 homes of
Hindus in Bangladesh.

“We have arrested (eastern)
Cumilla’s Iqbal Hossain, who is
the key suspect of the one
week’s of widespread commu-
nal unrest from the Cox’s Bazar
beach,” a police headquarters
spokesman said.

He added that police and

other security and intelligence
agencies would now interrogate
Hossain, whom the police ear-
lier described as a “vagabond”.

TV footage showed
Hossain was brought under
heavy security escorts from
Cox’s Bazar to Cumilla by road
while officials said after initial
interrogation he would be pro-
duced before a court seeking
him to be placed under police
remand for next several days.

“We expect the court to
order him to be remanded in
our custody when several other
security and intelligence agen-
cies would interrogate him as
well,” another police officer in
Cumilla said.

The violence erupted on
October 13 after a copy of
Islam’s holy book of Quran was

found at the feet of a Hindu
goddess in Cumilla ahead of
the Hindu community’s Durga
Puja. Bangladesh Hindu-
Buddhist-Christian Unity
Council said over 70 temples,
makeshift puja pavilions and
many Hindu households were
burnt or damaged across
Bangladesh in subsequent vio-
lence which drew sharp inter-
national concern.

Social media was widely
used to spread the unrest, forc-
ing authorities to briefly 
suspend Facebook and internet
connectivity to contain 
the violence.

Police said they had
launched a massive manhunt
for Hossain based on the clue
from the security camera
footage at the Cumilla’s 
puja pavilion.

Their initial investigations
indicated he was a vagabond
while family members claimed
he was a mentally imbalanced
person. However,  police said
even if the claim was true
some vested quarters could
have used him to instigate the
violence.

“This could not be mere a
task of a vagabond; somebody
is definitely there behind the
incident to instigate the
attacks,” Hindu rights activist
Rana Dasgupta said.
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Two foreigners, including
one from India, were killed

and three wounded in a shoot-
ing at a restaurant in the
Mexican Caribbean resort
town of Tulum, authorities
said on Thursday.

Authorities said one of the
dead women was from
Germany and the other from
India. The three wounded
included two Germans and a
tourist from the Netherlands.

The shooting broke out
Wednesday night at a street-
side eatery that has some out-
door tables, right off Tulum’s
main strip.

The fight was between two
groups that operate street-level
drug sales in the area, the
Quintana Roo state prosecutor’s
office said in a statement. The
tourists were apparently dining
at the restaurant and may have
been caught in the crossfire.

One woman died at the
scene and the other in a hospi-

tal. One of the aggressors, who
was also wounded, was subse-
quently arrested. There was no
immediate word on the condi-
tion of the wounded tourists.

Tulum has experienced
growing pains moving from
laid back beach retreat to major
international destination. It
had long been spared the vio-
lence seen sporadically in larg-
er Cancun and Playa del
Carmen farther up the coast.

But in June, two men were
shot to death on the beach in
Tulum and a third was wound-
ed. The administration of
President Andres Manuel
Lopez Obrador has pinned its
hopes on Tulum, where it has
announced plans to build an
international airport and a
stop for the Maya train, which
will run in a loop around the
Yucatan peninsula.

But Quintana Roo state,
where beach resorts like Tulum,
Playa del Carmen and Cancun
are located, has been plagued by
both violence and corruption.
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Two months after the
Taliban seized power in

Afghanistan, one of the coun-
try’s once-prominent female
leaders — a former parlia-
ment member, candidate for
president and a nominee for
the Nobel Peace Prize  — is vis-
iting the United Nations, not as
a representative of her govern-
ment but as a woman in exile.

In an interview with The
Associated Press, Fawzia Koofi
called for humanitarian aid sent
to Afghanistan to be contingent
on the participation of women
in its distribution, as well as free
and safe travel for Afghans into
and out of the country.

Aid “should not be politi-
cized. ... Women should be
involved in every stage of it and
they should be listened to.
Women should not be only the
recipients,” said Koofi, part of
a delegation of Afghan women
visiting the UN to urge mem-
ber states not to compromise
on inclusion and equal rights.

Since fleeing Kabul in
August, Koofi has been living in

hotel rooms in Europe. She
described the pain of separation
from her country, of two decades
of hopes dashed and of search-
ing for permanent residence for
herself and her two daughters.

“This is not an Afghanistan
I fought for,” she told the AP.
“The Afghanistan that I was
hoping for was (that) women
should not suffer as much as I
suffered during my childhood,
during the time that I was a
teenager, when (the) Taliban
took over.”

“I wanted other girls to

enjoy at least the freedom of
choosing which school they
should go. But now, their
choice is limited to which
room in their houses they
should spend during the day.
This is heartbreaking.”

Koofi, a former deputy
speaker of parliament, was one
of only four women in talks to
reach a power-sharing deal
with the Taliban, which ulti-
mately failed. She described
watching the Taliban’s com-
mitment to negotiations change
after they signed  a peace
agreement with the United
States in February 2020.

“After they signed the
agreement, they were more
extreme and they were more
into buying time, preferring a
military strategy,” she said.

Taliban fighters pursued
that strategy in the summer,
seizing province after province
until they reached Kabul in
August. When then-President
Ashraf Ghani fled, the Taliban
entered the capital, sparking
panic among many who had
opposed their rule and feared
for their lives and futures.
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China on Friday said there is
“no room” for compromise

or concessions over the issue of
Taiwan, following a comment
by US President Joe Biden that
the US is committed to defend-
ing the island if it is attacked. 

Foreign Ministry spokesper-
son Wang Wenbin reasserted
China’s longstanding claim that
the island is its territory at a daily
briefing after Biden made his
comment a day before at a
forum hosted by CNN. 

China has recently upped
its threat to bring Taiwan under
its control by force if necessary

by flying warplanes near the
island and rehearsing 
beach landings. 

“When it comes to issues
related to China’s sovereignty
and territorial integrity and
other core interests, there is no
room for China to compromise
or make concessions, and no
one should underestimate the
strong determination, firm will
and strong ability of the
Chinese people to defend
national sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity,” Wang said. 

“Taiwan is an inalienable
part of China’s territory. The
Taiwan issue is purely an inter-
nal affair of China that 

allows no foreign interven-
tion,” Wang said.

Biden’s comments on
Thursday were viewed as
stretching the “strategic ambi-
guity” Washington has main-
tained over how it would
respond to an assault on the
self-governing island republic.

The US should “be cau-
tious with its words and actions
on the Taiwan issue, and not
send any wrong signals to the
separatist forces of Taiwan
independence, so as not to
seriously damage China-US
relations and peace and stabil-
ity in the Taiwan Strait,” 
Wang said. 
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Coronavirus infections and
deaths in Russia climbed on

Friday to another pandemic
record, putting a growing strain
on the country’s health care sys-
tem. The government coron-
avirus task force reported 37,141
new infections and 1,064 deaths
in the past 24 hours. That
brought Russia’s death toll to
228,453, Europe’s highest by far.

Russian President Vladimir
Putin has responded to the wors-
ening situation by ordering
Russians to stay off work from
Oct. 30 to Nov. 7, when the coun-
try is already observing an
extended holiday. 

Russian authorities expect

the order to help limit the spread
of the virus by keeping them out
of offices and off public trans-
portation, where mask man-
dates have been widely ignored.
The government also urged local
authorities to tighten their own
restrictions during the period.

In some regions where the
situation is even more threaten-
ing, Putin said the nonworking
period could start as early as
Saturday and be extended past
Nov. 7. 

Asked Friday if the Kremlin
could extend the nonworking
period nationwide or order a
tighter lockdown, Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov said
it would depend on the evolving
situation.
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Islamabad: The Taliban leadership in Afghanistan
has vowed to not let its soil be used by Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and the Balochistan
Liberation Army (BLA) to carry out terror oper-
ations in neighbouring Pakistan, according to
Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi. 

Qureshi and Pakistani spy agency ISI chief Lt
Gen Faiz Hameed made an unannounced visit to
Kabul on Thursday to meet the Taliban adminis-
tration in Afghanistan, including Interim Prime
Minister Mullah Mohammad Hassan Akhund,
underlining Islamabad’s want for lasting peace and

stability in the war-torn country. During wide-rang-
ing discussions, Akhund assured Qureshi that the
TTP and the BLA would not be allowed to carry
out terror operations from Afghan soil, Qureshi
said.  

The TTP and BLA have carried out scores of
attacks in Pakistan’s Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
Balochistan provinces this year alone, mainly tar-
geting security forces and in some cases religious
processions and even Chinese 
citizens working on the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor. PTI
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“We need to have a permanent structure
like the permanent court. The time has
come for us to have a permanent court for
consumer court and have judges as we select
it for district and higher judiciary. We need
to look at it from a different perspective. We
have to rethink if we go on with an ad hoc
continuance of members for 5 years etc,”
Justice Sundresh said. 

The judge said, “What is the point of hav-
ing a retired judicial officer? What is the moti-
vation level for him and what will be his
mindset? How do you fix accountability? Is
it required for the development of the insti-
tution.”

The top court had in January said con-
sumer rights are “important rights” and
non-manning of posts and inadequate infra-
structure in the district and state consumer
commissions across the country would
deprive the citizens of redressal of their griev-
ances. 

The top court had appointed senior
advocate Gopal Shankaranarayan and lawyer
Aaditya Narain as amicus curiae to assist it
in the matter.
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Therefore, the commission deems it expe-
dient to examine Param Bir and Shukla and for
production of documents as prayed in the appli-
cation. Singh and Shukla would be at liberty to
file an affidavit, if they desire, hence, the
order,” Justice (Retd) Patel, who heads the two-
member commission, stated.

The commission has asked both Param Bir
and Shukla to respond to the summons by
November 8.

While Param Bir has gone “missing” for
more than three months now, Shukla -- who was
the Pune Police Commissioner when the 2018
Koregaon Bhima violence took place -- is cur-
rently posted in Hyderabad as the Additional
Director General of CRPF (South Zone).

The inquiry relates to the  cases registered
against 23 activists in connection with the vio-
lence that erupted on January 1, 2018 at a gath-
ering of thousands of dalits at Bhima-Koregaon
in Pune district. The dalits were celebrating
200th anniversary of January 1, 1818 victory of
British troops over Peshwa Bajirao at Bhima
Koregaon in Pune district, and also the provoca-
tive speeches delivered by the activists at an
Elgaar Parishad held in Pune on December 31,
2017,  a day before the celebrations at Bhima
Koregaon.

The Maharashtra Government had set up
commission after NCP chief Sharad Pawar
expressed seriouis displeasure over the Centre’s
decision over the investigations into the 2018
Bhima Koregaon-Elgaar Parishad case. “Under
the Constitution, maintaining law & order is a
State subject.  In the first place, it was improp-
er on the Centre to encroach upon the rights of

the State and take over the case from the Pune
police. It was much more improper on the State
Government’s part to support the Centre’s
move (to ask the NIA to take over the case),”
Pawar had said then.

“The re-investigations are necessary in the
case, because the Centre’s move has aroused
suspicions...The Centre might have appre-
hended that if a re-investigation is ordered
into the case, the previous BJP Government
and its hand-picked officials might be
exposed. Only an independent probe will
bring out truth in the case,” Pawar had said.  

The police had arrested ten CPI (Maoist)
activists in two batches in connection with the
Elgaar Parishad-cum- Bhima-Koregaon riots
case. They were among the 15 activists
against whom the police had registered
cases. The five are still absconding.

All the accused have been booked for seri-
ous offences under unlawful Activities
Prevention Act (UAPA), 117 ( abetting com-
mission of offence), 120-b ( conspiracy)
read with 34 (common intention),  121, 121
(A) (waging or attempting to wage a war, or
abett ing waging of  war,  against  the
Government of India) 124A (sedition), 153
-A (wantonly giving provocation with intent
to cause riot..) and 505-1b (statements con-
ducing public mischief) of Indian Penal
Code (IPC).

Among other things, they have been
charged with involvement in a conspiracy to
kill Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
overthrow the democratically elected
Government in the country.

In a development relating to Param Bir,
the Maharashtra Government told the
Bombay High Court on Thursday that it has
not been able to trace Param Bir and assured
the court that it would not take coercive
action against the latter. While his where-
abouts are not known, he approached the
High Court through his lawyer Mahesh
Jethmalani to mention his plea seeking the
quashing of FIR registered against him.

The Maharashtra Government-appoint-
ed Justice (retired) Kailash Uttamchand
Chandiwal Commission of enquiry -which is
hearing into the allegations of corruption
made by him against Maharashtra’s former
Home Minister Anil Deshmukh --has sent
several summons, fined him and even issued
a  bailable arrest warrant against him. The
Thane police have registered an FIR against
under SC/ST (prevention of Atrocities Act.
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“Action was also initiated by the CBI, after
it had registered this case to get objectionable
posts removed from the social media platforms,
public domains and a lot of such posts/accounts
were removed from the Internet,” the agency said
in a statement.

During investigation of the case, the CBI had
earlier arrested five accused and also filed five
separate chargesheets against them.

“Investigation is continuing, including
through the channels of Mutual Legal Assistance
Treaty (MLAT) and Interpol to collect evidence
from abroad,” it added.
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Narrating the ordeal she
goes through at the air-

ports during security checks,
actor and well-known
Bharatanatyam dancer Sudhaa
Chandran has made an appeal
to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to provide a special card
to people with artificial limbs. 

The 56-year-old actor post-
ed a video on her Instagram
page on Thursday evening and
said she is “totally hurt” to go
through the “grill” at the air-
ports every time she is flying.

“Totally hurt ....Each time
going through this grill is very
very hurting....Hope my mes-
sage reaches the state and the
central govt authorities....And
expecting a prompt action...”
she wrote.

In the video, which seems
to be shot at an airport,
Chandran first introduced her-
self. “This is a very personal
note that I want to tell our dear

Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi ji. This is an appeal to the
Central Government and the
State Government. I am
Sudhaa Chandran, an actress
and dancer by profession, who
has danced with an artificial
limb and created history and
made my country very proud
of me,” the actor said.

Chandran said she has
requested the airport authori-
ties on a number of occasions
to conduct an “ETD (Explosive
Trace Detector) for her artifi-
cial limb” but they always ask
her to remove it.

“Every time I go on my
professional visits, each time, I
am stopped at the airport, and
when I request them at the
security, to the CISF officials,
that please do an ETD
(Explosive Trace Detector) test
for my artificial limb, they still
want me to remove my artifi-
cial limb and show it to them.
Is it humanly possible, Modi ji?

“Is this what our country is

talking about? Is this the
respect that a woman gives
another woman in our society?
It is my humble request to you
Modi ji that please give us a
card just like senior citizens
have,” she said in the video.

On Friday, the Central
Industrial Security Force
(CISF) replied to a news story
about Chandran’s grievances
and apologised to the actor for
the “inconvenience”.

“We are extremely sorry for
the inconvenience caused to
Ms. Sudhaa Chandran. As per

protocol, prosthetics are to be
removed for security checks
only under exceptional cir-
cumstances,” read the tweet
from CISF.

“We will examine why the
lady personnel concerned
requested Ms. Sudhaa
Chandran to remove the pros-
thetics. We assure Ms. Sudhaa
Chandran that all our person-
nel will be sensitised again on
the protocols so that no incon-
venience is caused to travelling
passengers,” it added.

Chandran lost right leg at
the age of 16 in 1981. She got
injured in an accident and was
later admitted to a hospital,
where doctors had to amputate
her leg after discovering gan-
grene formation.

She subsequently regained
some mobility with the help of
a prosthetic Jaipur foot. Since
then, she has been performing
as a professional dancer as
well as acting in films and tele-
vision shows. 
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The Winter Session of
Parliament is likely to start

in the fourth week of November.
The month-long Session, which
is likely to have around 20 sit-
tings, would conclude ahead of
Christmas. Though an official
decision has not been taken yet,
the sources said the session
could commence from
November 29 and would end
around December 23. In the
wake of the pandemic, the
Winter Session of Parliament
was not held last year and all the
subsequent sessions — Budget
and Monsoon — were cur-
tailed due to Covid.

The Winter session assumes
significance as it will be held just
months before the assembly
elections in five states, includ-
ing politically crucial Uttar
Pradesh, which is seen as a
semi-final for the 2024 general
elections.
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The Supreme Court on
Friday said that successful

civil services aspirants have
no right to be allocated a cadre
of their choice or their home
state, and also noted that before
selection they opt to serve any-
where in the country “with eyes
open” but later “scramble” for
home cadre.

The historic judgement in
the Mandal case was also cited
by the apex court to observe
that the candidate belonging to
the SC/ST or OBC category, if
found suitable by the Union
Public Services
Commission(UPSC) for selec-
tion on merits under general
category, “shall be appointed
against unreserved vacancies”.

The observation of the top
court came on an appeal of the
Central government against a
verdict of the Kerala High
Court which had asked it to
grant home cadre Kerala to A
Shainamol, a Muslim woman
IAS officer who was posted in
Himachal Pradesh.

A bench comprising

Justices Hemant Gupta and V
Ramasubramanian set aside
the verdict of the High Court
asking the Centre to grant
Kerala cadre to the woman IAS
officer.

The bench also held that if
a candidate hailing from
reserved Scheduled Castes
(SCs), Scheduled Tribes (STs),
or Other Backward Class
(OBC) category does not take
benefit of quota and gets select-
ed in the general category then
later he or she cannot take
recourse to reservation for get-
ting cadre or place of appoint-
ment of choice.

“The allocation of cadre is
not a matter of right. It was held
that a selected candidate has a
right to be considered for
appointment to the IAS but he
has no such right to be allo-
cated to a cadre of his choice or
his home state. As stated above,
allotment of cadre is an inci-
dence of service.

“The applicant as a candi-
date for the All-India Service
with eyes wide open has opted
to serve anywhere in the coun-
try. Once an applicant gets

selected to service, the scram-
ble for the home cadre starts...,”
Justice Gupta, writing the 36-
page judgement for the bench,
said.

Referring to the Indian
Administrative Service
(Recruitment) Rules, the bench
said the procedure for alloca-
tion of cadre is a mechanical
process and admits no excep-
tion except in terms of the
rules.

“The State has no discre-
tion of allocation of a cadre at
its whims and fancies.
Therefore, the Tribunal or the
High Court should have
refrained from interfering with
the allocation of cadre on the
argument of the alleged viola-
tion of the allocation circular,”
the top court said.

Shainamol secured 20th
rank in the UPSC civil services
examination in 2006 and she
despite belonging to the
Muslim OBC category was
selected under the general cat-
egory and was allocated
Himachal Pradesh cadre after
the Centre sought consent of
the Himachal Pradesh gov-

ernment on November 13,
2007.

She then moved the
Ernakulam Bench of the
Central  Administrat ive
Tribunal(CAT) which direct-
ed the Centre to allot and
accommodate her against
“the outsider OBC vacancy in
the Maharashtra cadre by
virtue of her merit over the
candidate already identified
and allotted the Maharashtra
cadre.” Both the Centre and
the IAS officer challenged
the verdict in the Kerala High
Court which allowed the plea
of the government challeng-
ing the direction of the
Tribunal to accommodate the
IAS of f icer  in the
Maharashtra cadre was
allowed.

However, the high court
also allowed the plea of the
IAS officer seeking the dec-
laration that she was eligible
to be allotted the Kerala
cadre.

The top court allowed the
Centre’s appeal saying the
applicant though belonging to
OBC has not availed any relax-

ations or concessions admissi-
ble to OBC candidates. “She
was a general merit candidate,
thus not entitled to OBC
reserved seat in her State. She
was allocated to Himachal
Pradesh cadre as a general cat-
egory candidate falling in Rule
7(3) in view of her merit posi-
tion as a general category can-
didate.” The bench examined
the question of whether con-
sultation in respect of alloca-
tion of cadre is required to be
done with the state from which
the candidate belongs or with
the state to which the candidate
is being allocated.

“The entire basis of the
claim of the applicant is that
there was no consultation with
the State of Kerala. The said
argument is however unten-
able. The applicant was allo-
cated to the State of Himachal
Pradesh and there was consent
duly given by the State of
Himachal Pradesh for her allo-
cation to that State. In fact, no
consultation was required to be
carried out in respect of the
applicant with Kerala State,” it
held.
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You might know Palampur as the
tea capital of North India, owing
to its lush green tea gardens that

it is enveloped in. However, another
attribute that sets the town apart from
many other places is that it has pro-
duced the bravest of war heroes.

The recently released OTT hit
Shershaah has ensured that most peo-
ple know everything about late Captain
Vikram Batra, his life, his bravery and
about his birthplace, Palampur. Having
said that, not many know that the
Kargil hero who lost his life in 1999,
Captain Saurabh Kalia, was also born
in the same town of Kangra valley.
Kalia was an Indian Army officer who
was captured by Pakistan Army, along
with three other soldiers, tortured and
murdered. The news had taken the
country by shock and outrage. He was
one of the first martyrs of the Kargil
war, and the brutal killing of these sol-
diers had sundered the calm before the
storm.

Along with them, the famous
immortal names of Brigadier Sher Jang
Thapa, one of the recipients of the
Mahavir Chakra, Major Sudhir Walia,
posthumous awardee of Ashoka
Chakra, and Major Som Nath Sharma,
posthumous Param Vir Chakra
awardee, also come to my mind.
While Major Somnath and Brigadier
Thapa were world war martyrs, Major
Walia died while leading an assault on
a militant hideout in Kupwara district.
The three gallants mentioned above
were also born in the Kangra district.

Recently, I received an opportuni-
ty to explore Palampur and so, I made
it a point to visit memorials set up as
tribute to these heroes.

The renowned Indian stu-
dio’s, Yash Raj Films’,

chairman and managing
director, Aditya Chopra, has
directed and produced some
of the biggest blockbusters.
His debut directorial, the his-
toric romantic film, Dilwale
Dulhania Le Jayenge, which
released in 1995, is still run-
ning in theatres. Popularly
called DDLJ, it is one of the
highest grossing movies in the
history of Indian cinema and
the biggest IP of the country’s
rich and diverse movie indus-
try. 

After 26 years, Aditya
Chopra is set to direct DDLJ
again and it will mark his
debut as a director on
Broadway. He strongly feels
Broadway and Indian films
are two long lost lovers sepa-
rated in time because of their
intrinsic similarities. Both
celebrate heart-warming sto-
ries and human emotions
through music and dance.
Aditya has been working on
this passion project for the
past three years and has roped
in a stellar, extremely diverse
team, comprising some of
the best talents of Broadway
and India for the same. 

Come…Fall In Love: The
DDLJ Musical is being pro-
duced by Yash Raj Films, and
is based on an original story
by Aditya. The musical will
feature book and lyrics by
Laurence Oliver award-win-
ner, Nell Benjamin (for films
like Legally Blonde and Mean
Girls), and top Indian song-
writers, Vishal Dadlani and
Shekhar Ravjiani, will serve as
composers. Tony and Emmy
winner Rob Ashford (for films
like Frozen ,  Thoroughly
Modern Millie, The Boys from
Syracuse) will choreograph
with associate choreographer,
Shruti Merchant. The design
team will also incorporate
set design by Emmy and Tony
award winner, Derek McLane
(for Moulin Rouge!, Hairspray
Live! and 33 Variations) and
music supervision will be
done by Tony, Grammy, and
Emmy award-winner, Bill
Sherman (known for music in
In The Heights, Sesame Street,
and Hamilton). Adam
Zotovich is the executive pro-
ducer for the project. 

The musical is set to be on

stage in the Broadway season
of 2022-2023, with a world
premiere at the Old Globe
theatre in San Diego in
September 2022. A global
casting search begins shortly,
headed by Duncan Stewart of
Stewart/Whitley casting and
Yash Raj Films casting head,
Shanoo Sharma. 

About his musical, Aditya
passionately expressed, “In
the summer of 1985, I was 14
and on a holiday in London.
My parents took my brother
and me for our first musical
theatre experience. The lights
dimmed, the curtains lifted
and what unfolded in the
next three hours left me
speechless and stunned. Now,
till then, I was a kid who was
an avid movie watcher and
what I loved the most was big-

screen Indian blockbusters.
But that day what I saw on
stage blew my mind. I could-
n’t believe that this kind of
spectacle could be created
live on stage. But the most sig-
nificant aspect that resonated
with me was how similar
musical theatre was to our
Indian films. It was just not
the fact that both use songs to
tell the story, it was much
more than that, it was the feel-
ing they evoked which was
exactly the same. The burst of
colours, the heightened
drama, the passionate singing,
the unabashed dancing, a
classic story, and a happy end
— it filled me with the same
joy and emotions that a good
Indian film does. I realised
then, that worlds apart, lan-
guages apart, western musical

theatre and Indian films are
two long lost lovers that have
gotten separated in time.”

He continued, “ In
autumn of 2021, I am
embarking on my most ambi-
tious project till date. I’m
reuniting two long lost lovers,
Broadway musical and Indian
films. 26 years back I started
my career with a film called
Dilwale Dulhania Le Jayenge
(DDLJ, what it is more
famously known as). The film
created history and changed
my life and many others for-
ever. But what many don’t
know is that I never intend-
ed to make DDLJ in Hindi. As
a 23 year old young man
greatly influenced by
Hollywood and American
pop culture, I thought I would
make a couple of Indian films
and then I would be off to
Hollywood and make DDLJ
for a worldwide English-
speaking audience with Tom
Cruise as my leading man.
That obviously didn’t happen.
DDLJ released in 1995 and
became the longest running
film of Indian cinema. It gave
me my identity and kickstart-
ed an amazing journey for
which I’ll always be grateful.”

Now, Aditya is going back

to his original vision of the
story of DDLJ, a love tale of
an American boy and an
Indian girl, a love story of two
cultures…two worlds. But
this time the medium is not
cinema, but theatre. 

“26 years later I will be
directing DDLJ all over
again, but this time as an
English language Broadway
musical for a worldwide
audience. I’m terribly ner-
vous and incredibly excited.
I’m a hardcore cinema guy,
and have never done theatre
in my life. And here I am,
trying to pull off the craziest
ambition of my life. But,
what is giving me confi-
dence is the fantastic team
that I have. Each one of
them is a master of their field
and their brilliance and
expertise is going to make
this a fantastic show. The
past three years as we have
developed this passion pro-
ject, I have learnt so much
from them and discovered
the unbelievable talent that
the Broadway community
has. I feel like I am 23 again,
the same age I was when I
directed DDLJ for the first
time. I’m once again a stu-
dent, each one of my team
members is more experi-
enced than I am. In the
world of theatre, I’m the
rookie and I’m loving every
moment of it. I’m all set to
learn, explore, create and
enjoy with these wonderful
theatre artists and the discov-
er the magical world of
Broadway musicals,” the
director concluded.

About the broadway tha-
trical, Benjamin expressed,
“DDLJ was my introduction
to Indian filmmaking before
I even knew who the amaz-
ing Aditya Chopra was, and
the movie had such joy and
heart that I fell in love with
it. I was so happy to be
approached to do the musi-
cal and I hope my work
helps everyone fall in love
with Simran and Raj and
their journey across multiple
cultures again. The world can
always use a little more cul-
tural understanding, and I
can’t wait to sit in a theater
with an audience, sharing the
joy and surprise of Come Fall
In Love: The DDLJ Musical.”

Johnnie Walker, a leading scotch-whisky brand,
announces the launch of #ReVibeTheNight, a

one-of-a-kind campaign to fill India’s most
beloved venues with music, movement, people,
and magic. The brand has roped in some trailblaz-
ing artistes such as the renowned hip-hop rapper,
Divine, prominent electronic music producer,
Ritviz, and internet sensation, Lisa Mishra, to refu-
el the after-hour culture in India through their live
performances in India’s most loved hotspots.

Prior to the world going into lockdown, the
after-hour culture in India thrived at celebrated
community hubs that eventually became a safe-
haven for individuals, a place where
they found their sense of self-
expression and belonging that
fueled progress. This commu-
nity was driven through the
culture of live music and
enthralling performances that
created theirvery own vibe, a
vibe that built extraordinary,
forever-lasting relationships.

The campaign was initiated
with a live performance by
Ritviz at Dragonfly in New
Delhi’s Aerocity yester-
day. From New Delhi
the platform will go live
across India including
Bengaluru, Mumbai,
Kolkata, Jaipur,
Chandigarh, Chennai,
Hyderabad, Pune, Goa
and Guwahati till
December 2021. Read on
for our interaction with
Ritviz:

�At what age did you
start learning music?
What were your initial
hurdles?

I have a back-
ground in classical
music. My mom
is an Indian clas-
sical singer and my
dad plays the tabla.
Growing up, music
surrounded the house.
So, for me, walking into music was very
easy. I was four-five years old when I
saw my mom doing her riyaaz. 

Music was very effortless because my mom
never pushed me to learn music. It was something
I really wanted to pursue, I wasn’t asked to join.
As I grew up learning Indian classical music, I was
obviously also exposed to the West and VH1 and
all of that, which pulled me closer to other styles
of music. 

�Do you recall your first steps in the music
industry?

In 2014, I released my first EP Vizdumb and
then I released the five-track YUV in 2016. Udd
Gaye was my first major hit, and changed my life.

�Any advice for aspiring artistes?
Don’t think of money, even though it sounds

absurd. You have to give music the topmost pri-
ority. If you chase anything else then you’ll be
caught up in other things. 

Everything is built around music for me.
When I sit and make music, I don’t do it to please
anyone, but because I like it. The minute you lose
that, you lose the plot, you lose music. It’s hard,
so either find the support system or find that
confidence to carry on.

�Who is your inspiration? 
My mother is the most inspiring person

in my life. For every new song, her nod is a
validation and a push. 

Your set of influences in
your life make you. That is

why probably I have now
started listening and learn-
ing other styles and a lot
more that would probably
inspire more crazy culmi-
nations in the future. The
idea is to keep a constant
set of learning.

�What are your expecta-
tions from the campaign?

I am extremely excit-
ed for the campaign! The
team at Johnnie Walker,

with their
#Re vib eTheNig ht
campaign, is taking a
bold step towards re-
energising the after-
hour culture in
India through live
p e r f o r m a n c e s
across iconic com-

munity spaces, with all
Covid-19 safety measures

in place. I think with such
initiatives, we are responsi-
bly moving back to live gigs,
which has really been the best
avenue to form a connection
with our audiences, once
again. Lisa Mishra and I
have also created a new
soundtrack for the cam-
paign and I really think
that the audience will
love it.
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The ecological park is one of

the major tourist attractions of the
place. Besides the rich history that
it carries, honouring Shaheed
Captain Kalia, the nature park is
a scenic and tranquil sight locat-
ed on the banks of the Neugel
Khad. It is situated in the village
of Kwat and spreads over an area
of about 13 kilometres. While
offering the mesmerising view of
the Dhauladhar ranges in the
background, the attractions pre-
sent include bird-watching, boat-
ing, sight-seeing, and so on.

The Saurabh Van Vihar is also
home to a variety of flora and
fauna, and loqacious birds which
only elevate the beauty of the park.

The bridge augmented in tro-
colour heightens the patriotic fer-
vour in every visitor.

However, unfortunately, a
recent flood had destroyed the
park and so when I had visited the
location, I traced, from the ruins,
what it actually used to be. Boating
was discontinued, but pleasure-
activities like bird-watching,
around the beautiful lake, and
soaking in the nature could still be
carried out. I had goosebumps
throughout as the homage to the
fallen hero was inexpressible.

While hoping the park would
soon be repaired, I also feel more
ecological parks like these, as
dedications to the fallen brave,
should be built.
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While staying in Palampur, I
decided to pay homage to the memo-
rial of Captain Batra, too. The
Shaheed Captain Vikram Batra
Government college, Palampur
(Kangra), came into existence in
1995 as Govt College, Palampur. It
was renamed in the memory of the
war hero in 1999.

It also contains the bust of the
late soldier, which says ‘Ye dil mangey
more’, something that Captain Batra
would say often to his comrades and
had, in turn, immortalised the slo-
gan. 

As we already know, Batra, 13
JAK Rifles, and his Delta company
was given the job of securing point
5,140. He was nicknamed SherShah

(for his unwavering courage) and
that was what he was called on the
Pakistani radios, too.

His company is credited with
killing around eight enemy soldiers
and recovering a heavy machine gun.

The capturing of point 5,140 set in
motion a chain of successful events
during the Kargil war.

Captain Batra had also, posthu-
mously, received the Param Vir
Chakra.
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The actor and comedian, Irfan
Khoosat, is the father of pop-

ular Pakistani director, Sarmad
Khoosat. The veteran actor will be
reading Munshi Premchand's
iconic tale, Shatranj Ki Baazi, in
Zee Theatre's show, Yaar Julahay.

In 1924, Munshi Premchand
wrote a riveting tale in Urdu and
Hindi about two inveterate chess
players. In 1977, the legendary
filmmaker, Satyajit Ray, created
Shatranj Ke Khiladi, based on the
same tale.

Now, director and actor,
Sarmad Khoosat, is presenting
Shatranj Ki Baazi, a dramatised
reading of the same classic story.
The reading is part of Yaar
Julahay, featuring stories from the
subcontinent.

It will be screened on Tata Sky
Theatre throughout this week. Set
in Lucknow in the last days of
Nawab Wajid Ali Shah, the story
centers around the landowners,
Mirza Sajjad Ali and Mir Roshan
Ali, and their obsession with
chess in the face of the rapidly
deteriorating political, social, and
cultural conditions of Awadh.

Irfan expressed, “I have been

associated largely with funny
characters but this was a serious
part. I am also very happy that the
new generation is rediscovering
classic stories from the subconti-
nent via a format similar to
Dastangoi. When stories are per-
formed and not just read by an
actor, they acquire tangible
humanity. This is a very good ini-
tiative and must continue."

Speaking about his father’s
role, Sarmad said, “A lot of liter-
ature has been written about
partition, but the mutiny of 1857
has not been extensively written
about. That is why this story by
Munshi Premchand has an icon-
ic significance. His descriptive
writing brings to life the milieu
and the atmosphere in which the
story is set and when he writes the
conversations between two peo-
ple, he transports us to another
era. The moment I read Shatranj
Ki Baazi, I felt only my father
could do justice to it because the
role needed a certain gravitas,
manner, and diction. Abba pulled
off the reading with great theatri-
cality and used different voices for
different characters.”

DJ supergroup Swedish House
Mafia, known for bringing
house music to the masses

with their arena shows, are ready to
turn the crowd up with a new col-
laboration with The Weeknd and a
global tour on the horizon.

The trio dropped a new song
and music video on yesterday,
melding their thumping, body-
rocking beats with The Weeknd’s
dark cinematic vocals on Moth To
A Flame. It comes as they are
announcing a 44-date arena world
tour in 2022 with stops in Miami,
Las Vegas, Houston, Toronto,
London, Paris and Madrid.

It’s a long awaited return for the
DJs — Steve Angello, Axwell and
Sebastian Ingrosso — who
announced their breakup in 2012
after reaching heights that few
other DJs had and leading a wave

of interest in EDM music with their
grandiose live shows.

“I think time was the best
thing that could happen to us,”
Angello expressed during an inter-
view from Stockholm.

With hits like Don’t You Worry
Child and Save The World, they
were the first DJ act to sell out
Madison Square Garden and got
top billing at Coachella, where
they will return in 2022. The antic-
ipation has been building since the
three announced their reunion at
a surprise set at Ultra Music
Festival in Miami in 2018, but
behind the scenes it was a years-
long process of getting a new label,
new management and new music.
Known for being perfectionists
and their slow pace of recording,
the pandemic gave them the time
they needed as they worked in their

studio in Sweden.
“We made more songs in the

past two years than we did in the

20 years before that, which is
incredible,” said Angello. They also
now share the same management

team with The Weeknd, who has
hinted at the collab on his social
media. 

After meeting in Los Angeles,
they found a track they all loved
and the Toronto-born superstar let
inspiration lead him, said Axwell.
“He just, boom, went for it and it
sounded amazing,” said Axwell.
“We were like, ‘Well, did you have
this written down or how was it
like? Did you prepare notes?’ (He
said,) ‘I just looked at some text
messages on my phone.’”

They released two other singles
this year, including Lifetime” featur-
ing Ty Dolla $ign along with 070
Shake and It Gets Better, both of
which reached the Top 15 of
Billboard’s Hot Dance/Electronic
Songs chart. The new songs are
leading up to their full-length
album Paradise Again, slated for
release next year.

The opportunity to push
boundaries again was the motivat-
ing factor to come back together
and put aside differences that led
to their split, shared Angello, who
remained coy on the exact reasons.

“Enough time went by for me
to feel like I was missing something,
right? So like when you’re running
100 miles an hour, you don’t have
time to reflect. But if you let some
time pass, all of a sudden, those
things that, those things that tore
us apart were kind of destroyed.”
said Angello.

During the breakup, they all
kept working and performing.
Angello released his own solo
records while Axwell and Ingrosso
put out an album in 2017 togeth-
er. But when the Corona virus pan-
demic took hold in 2020, not hav-
ing an audience was one of the
hardest parts for these DJs who had
spent decades performing live in
clubs, arenas and festivals all over
the globe, setting the unrelenting
musical pace for tens of thousands
of dancing fans.

“I understand why a lot of her-
itage bands continue touring for the
rest of their lives,” said Ingrosso.
“Because once you’re in there and
you’ve done that once in your life
with the energy and the positivity,
it’s like a piece of our hearts that’s
missing.”

Ingrosso said every once a
while, they’d turn their studio into
a nightclub, just to get a chance to
feel the music the way it’s meant to
be experienced. “Sometimes we
threw a little party here and there
around the studio just to listen to
music when you’re not totally 100
per cent sober, if you know what I
mean,” Ingrosso revealed.

Their 2022 tour starts on July
29 in Miami and runs through
November 13 in Tampere, Finland.
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National Geographic India, a brand
with a rich legacy of distinctive and

impactful storytelling, is currently con-
ducting a unique ongoing property
titled — ‘Your Lens’. With a campaign
thought of ‘what moved you today’, Your
Lens is encouraging photographers and
enthusiasts to share the most precious
captures that have emotionally moved
them and touched their hearts. With a
successful start, they have received
thousands of entries, spread across var-
ious themes such as breathtaking land-
scapes, majestic wildlife, thrilling adven-

tures, vibrant festivals, people and por-
traits and many more from around the
country.

Assessed by the established National
Geographic explorer and photograph-
er, Prasenjeet Yadav, the best images will
be featured across the National
Geographic television channel in India,
social media platforms and the website,
www.nationalgeographicyourlens.in.

Every month, best images will be
selected and featured. Some of the
shortlisted images, along with the pho-
tographer’s thoughts, are given below:
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���	Hisar: Asian Championship bronze-medal-
list Jaismine and defending champion Pwilao
Basumatary of Assam advanced to the second round
of the 60kg category with convincing victories in
the Women’s National Boxing Championships
here on Friday. Representing Haryana, Jaismine
comfortably beat Chhattisgarh’s Rajbala by the unan-
imous 5-0 verdict in her opening round, while
Basumatary out-punched Karnataka’s Theertha
Lakshmi at the St Joseph’s International School here.
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Odense: India’s Sameer Verma notched up a stun-
ning straight-game win over world no.3 Anders
Antonsen to storm into the quarterfinals but it was
curtains for Lakshya Sen at the Denmark Open
Super 1000 badminton tournament here. World No
28 Sameer, who had qualified for the World Tour
Finals in 2018 after winning three titles, produced
a sensational performance to outwit local hero
Antonsen 21-14 21-18 in a 50-minute men’s singles
battle on Thursday. The 27-year-old from Madhya
Pradesh will lock horns with 33-year-old Tommy
Sugiarto, a bronze winner at the 2014 World
Championships
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Panchkula: Amateur Avani Prashanth won her sec-
ond title of the season as she held off the seasoned
Amandeep Drall by a shot to win the 11th leg of
the Hero Women’s Pro Golf Tour here on Friday.
Avani and Amandeep played even par rounds,
which helped the former stay ahead to emerge vic-
tor at the Panchkula Golf Club. Avani totalled 2-
under 214, while Amandeep aggregated 1-under
215.Three players, Pranavi Urs (76), Jahanvi Bakshi
(73) and Vani Kapoor (73) were tied for third place
at 4-over 219. Seher Atwal (75) was sixth at 221 and
Rhea Jha (73) was seventh. Saaniya Sharma, ama-
teur Kriti Chowhan and Hitaashee Bakshi occupied
the eighth to 10th places.
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Amentor can only help as
much because it is the play-

ers who will have to go out there
and perform the “actual task”, the
legendary Sunil Gavaskar said on
the appointment of Mahendra
Singh Dhoni as the Indian team
mentor for the T20 World Cup.

India will play Pakistan on
Sunday in the Super 12s and
Gavaskar feels that in this format
Virat Kohli’s team can’t be termed
clear favourites.

“Mentor can’t do much,”
Gavaskar told Aaj Tak. 

“Yes, he can help you prepare
in change room as its a fast-paced
game and if needed, help you
tweak the tactic.” 

“May be speak to batters
and bowlers during time-out, so
the move to employ Dhoni is a
good one but Dhoni will be in the
change room and its the players
who have to perform the actual
task in the middle. How they
handle pressure would deter-
mine what the result will be,”
Gavaskar said during the event.

Gavaskar feels Kohli will feel
lesser pressure now that he has

decided to quit captaincy in the
T20 format.

“When you become a cap-
tain, you can’t just think about
yourself, he has to speak to a bat-
ter who is going through a bad
patch or discuss strategies with a
bowler.

“Amid all this, one tends to
neglect his own form. When
you don’t have that pressure,
you can focus on your own
game. I think it will be good for
Virat that after T20 World Cup,
he doesn’t have to think about
responsibilities. 

“So he can focus on his own

game and score as many runs as
possible,” he added. 

Gavaskar, one of the most
respected voices in world crick-
et, also pointed out that India’s
failure to win knock-out games in
global tournaments has been
primarily due to the faulty team
selections.

“India’s problem in big
matches has been team combina-
tion. If they would have got final
XI selection right in knock out
games, they would have had less
problems. At times, your thought
process is different,” he said.

“In knock-outs and finals,
you should bat first, put runs on
the board, whatever you put, 140
may be, the other team has to
score and it’s not always easy to
score at seven runs per over in
international cricket,” he
explained.

In T20 cricket, Gavaskar has
found one flaw with the Indian
batting and that’s losing momen-
tum between overs 7 and 12.

“India’s batting weakness has
been in the overs after Powerplay,
between 7 and 12. After 7 overs,
we start struggling.  
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AFrench court trying an alleged black-
mail case involving Real Madrid for-

ward Karim Benzema and four other
defendants expects to render its verdict
on Friday.

Benzema hasn’t been attending
the trial that opened Wednesday in
Versailles and is scheduled to wrap
up Friday. He is charged with com-
plicity in the alleged attempt in
2015 to blackmail France teammate

Mathieu Valbuena over a sex tape
thought to have been

stolen from his
mobile phone.

Prosecutors
asked Thursday
that Benzema be
fined 75,000
euros ($87,000),
the maximum

allowed on the
charge, and be
given a sus-
pended 10-
month jail term.
The law allows
for a maxi-
mum of 5
years impris-
onment.

The four
other defen-

dants are being
tried on charges

of attempted
blackmail. 
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Arsenal hosts Aston Villa after
a tepid start to the season that’s

been summed up by drawing the
last two matches to sit 12th in the
Premier League after eight games. 

It took Alexandre Lacazette’s
late equalizer to grab a point
against Crystal Palace on Monday
and the forward will now be
pushing for a start against Villa.
The 30-year-old Frenchman has
played only 72 minutes in the
league so far. 

There is no new contract on
offer with his current deal expir-
ing at the end of the season.
Bukayo Saka could miss Friday’s
game after being forced off at half-
time on Monday after being kicked
on the calf. Villa is in 13th place
with 10 points. 

Osasuna goes for its fourth
straight victory in the Spanish
League when it hosts Granada. A
win would leave the team tied on
20 points with leader Real
Sociedad ahead of the weekend
matches. 

Osasuna hasn’t won four in a
row in the league since 2010. It
won four of its last five matches,
with the only setback a home loss
against Real Betis. Granada is just
outside the relegation zone with six
points from eight matches. 

It beat Sevilla in its last game
for its first win of the season after
going winless in its first seven
matches. Granada is winless in its
last six away games in the league. 

There are two matches involv-
ing sides at the wrong end of the
table as Sampdoria hosts Spezia
and Genoa visits Torino. Samp has

lost three of its past four matches,
drawing the other, and is in 17th
place, above Genoa and Cagliari on
goal difference alone. 

Spezia is only a point ahead
after last week’s win over bottom-
place Salernitana snapped a run of
three straight losses. Torino is just
two points above the relegation
zone but has faced Lazio, Juventus
and Napoli recently.

Mainz hosts Augsburg with

both teams looking to turn
around wretched recent form.
Mainz won three out of its first
four league games this season, but
none of the four since, and has
dropped to 11th. 

Augsburg is 16th, hasn’t won
any of its last three games and has
the unwanted record of joint-
fewest goals scored with four from
eight games.

Last-place Saint-Etienne is

looking for its first win this season
against Angers. The 10-time cham-
pions have just four points from 10
games and were routed 5-1 by
Strasbourg in their previous game
last week. 

Saint-Etienne will be without
suspended midfielder Zaydou
Youssouf and has several doubtful
players, including goalkeeper
Etienne Green and right back
Yvann Maçon. 
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The US Grand Prix is not a
must-win race for Lewis

Hamilton, and the seven-time
champion brushed off such a
suggestion even as he trails
Max Verstappen in the title
fight and his rival should be
favored at Mexico City in the
next round.

Verstappen is a two-time
winner in Mexico City, where
Formula One races Nov. 7 and
the Red Bull team has been
dominant. But up first is
Sunday’s race at the Circuit of
the Americas and Hamilton,
who calls COTA his “happy
hunting ground” because he’s
won five times in Texas, trails
Verstappen by six points in the
standings.

“It’s important to win every
race somehow, you know, max-
imizing our points, that’s our
goal over these next six races,”

Hamilton said Thursday. 
“It’s going to be incredibly

difficult and there will be
moments where we can per-
haps edge (Red Bull) out. I
don’t like to assume that
Mexico is not going to be
strong but they are usually
very strong in Mexico.”

Formula One returns to
North America its next two
rounds for the first time since
the start of the pandemic.
Races in Austin and Mexico
City were canceled last year,
and Montreal is set to return
next year for the first time since
2019.

The series comes back now
with a thrilling title fight
between upstart Verstappen
and the superstar Hamilton. He
clinched his 2015 and 2019
titles at COTA and Hamilton
has won in five of F1’s eight
races at the track.

Verstappen, a seven-time
winner this season, hasn’t won
at COTA but has been good.
His sensational drive in the rain
to fourth as a 17-year-old rook-
ie with Toro Rosso in 2015
unveiled his potential as a
championship contender.

He finished second in 2018
and third in 2019, but now he
and Red Bull are in the cham-
pion lead.

Teammates could play a
huge role Sunday.

Valtteri Bottas drove his
Mercedes to victory ahead of
Verstappen in Turkey two
weeks, and won in Austin in
2019 from pole position. 
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Gerhard Erasmus led from
the front with a well-craft-

ed unbeaten fifty to guide
debutants Namibia to a historic
eight-wicket win over Ireland
in the first round Group B
match and qualification spot in
Super 12s of the ICC T20
World Cup here on Friday. 

Erasmus (53 not out off 49
balls) guided Namibia’s chase
of 126 in the company of
David Wiese, who made an
unbeaten 28. 

Namibia made a quiet start
to their chase. Boundaries were
hard to come by for Namibia
batters as they dealt mostly in
singles and twos. Their strug-
gle can be gauged from the fact

that they found the fence only
four times in the first 10 overs,
scoring 49 for one.

Needing 77 off the last 10
overs, Erasmus and Zane
Green (24) shared 48 runs for
the second wicket to keep
Namibia in the contest.

The duo played sensibly
and brought down the equa-
tion to 55 off 42 balls and with
nine wickets in hand, Namibia
were clear favourites to win
the contest.

But Green failed to clear
Kevin O’Brien at mid-off to
make the contest interesting.

After his two wickets with
the ball,  Wiese came to
Namibia’s rescue by hitting
Craig Young for back-to-back
sixes in the 15th over to bring

down the equation to 33 off the
last five overs. 

Needing 21 off 18 balls,
Erasmus lofted off-spinner
Simi Singh over the long-off
boundary and then struck two

boundaries in the 19th over off
Craig Young to finish off the
chase in style with nine balls
remaining.

Namibia have joined Sri
Lanka in the Super 12s from

Group A. 
Earlier, asked to bowl,

Namibian bowlers made a
strong comeback after Ireland
made a brisk start to restrict
them to a modest 125 for eight.

Ireland started brightly
with Paul Stirling (38) and
Kevin O’Brien (25) sharing 62
runs off just 44 balls for the
opening stand.

But Namibia pulled things
back by removing both the
openers in quick succession as
Ireland slumped to 67 for two
in 8.4 overs. 

After the opening part-
nership, Ireland innings liter-
ally fell apart as, barring skip-
per Andy Bilbirnie (21), no
other batter could reach dou-

ble-digit score.
The dismissal of Gareth

Delany pegged back Ireland
considerably as their batters
found it difficult to keep up the
scoring rate, reaching just 95
runs for the loss of three wick-
ets at the end of the 15th over. 

Bilbirnie tried his best to
lift the innings but he also
struggled to rotate the strike
against some incisive bowling
by Namibia in the second half
of the innings, picking up six
wickets by conceding just 54
runs in the last 10 overs.

Ireland’s problems were
compounded when left-arm
pacer Jan Frylinck snared two
wickets in the 16th over -- first
Bilbirnie LBW and then Curtis
Campher. 
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The fifth and final Test between India
and England, which was suspended

due to a COVID-19 outbreak in the visi-
tors’ camp last month, was on Friday
rescheduled to July next year.

The England ad Wales Cricket Board
announced that the game has been moved
to Edgbaston from Manchester and will be
part of India’s white-ball tour.  The match
will be held from July 1.

“With India leading the series 2-1, the
concluding fifth match will now take place
from July 1, 2022, at Edgbaston, following
an agreement between the England and
Wales Cricket Board (ECB) and the 

Board of Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI),” said the ECB in a statement.

“Ticket holders do not have to take any
action as all tickets will remain valid for
the equivalent rearranged matchday at
their host venue.

“Host venues will communicate the
new fixture details to ticket purchasers and
the options available to them, including the
timeframe for requesting a refund if they
are not able to attend the new match day,”
the ECB added.

Last month, BCCI President Sourav
Ganguly, in an interview to PTI, had made

it clear that the rescheduled match would
be an extension of the series and not a
standalone game.

“We want the series to be completed
as this will be our first series win (in
England) since 2007,” Ganguly had said. 

India were leading 2-1 when the
match was called off after the visiting play-
ers refused to step on to the field follow-
ing positive COVID-19 cases among its
support staff, including head coach Ravi
Shastri. 
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Returning to action after
a break, India’s double
Olympic medallist P V

Sindhu on Friday bowed out
of the Denmark open bad-
minton tournament after los-
ing in straight games to world
no 8 Korean An Seyoung in
the women’s singles quarterfi-
nals here.

Playing her first tourna-
ment since winning the bronze
medal at the Tokyo Olympics
in August, Sindhu couldn’t
match her fifth seeded young
Korean rival, going down 11-
21 12-21  in 36 minutes.

Sindhu had also lost to An
Seyoung in straight games the
last time they clashed here two
years ago in their only career
meeting.

The reigning world cham-
pion, who had taken a break
to rejuvenate after a hectic
Olympics campaign, just
couldn’t find a way across the
attacking game of the Korean,
who was always a step ahead
during the contest.

An Seyoung made a

superb start and took just six
minutes to grab a massive
seven-point lead at the break
with Sindhu unable to find a
crack in the Korean’s game.

The Indian tried to control
the net but committed few
unforced errors with the
Korean showing great athleti-
cism to return everything
thrown at her.

The Korean dominated
the forecourt and played some
exceptional shots, including a
few diving forehand returns, to
lead 16-8. In the end, Sindhu
netted to give 10 game points
to the Korean, who sealed the
opening game when the Indian
erred again.

Sindhu tried to change
her tactics by playing high lifts

but she was not disciplined
enough and after trailing 7-8 at
one stage, she slipped to 8-11
at the break.

It was a one-way traffic
after the interval as An Seyoung
jumped to 20-10 in a jiffy.
Sindhu saved two match points
before committing another
error.

On Thursday night, India’s

Sameer Verma notched up a
stunning straight-game win
over world no.3 Anders
Antonsen to storm into the
quarterfinals but it was curtains
for Lakshya Sen at the Super
1000 tournament here.

World No 28 Sameer, who
had qualified for the World
Tour Finals in 2018 after win-
ning three titles, produced a
sensational performance to
outwit local hero Antonsen 21-
14 21-18 in a 50-minute men’s
singles battle.

The 27-year-old from
Madhya Pradesh will lock
horns with 33-year-old Tommy
Sugiarto, a bronze winner at the
2014 World Championships.

However, it proved to be
too daunting a task for Lakhsya
to match Olympic champion
Viktor Axelsen as he thrashed
the Indian 21-15 21-7 in a lop-
sided second-round contest.

Coming into the match
with a dismal 1-5 head-to-head
count, Sameer showed great
athleticism and tactical acumen
to down Antonsen, a silver
medallist at the 2019 World
Championships.
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