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CAPSULE

CHINA PASSES NEW
LAND BORDER LAW
Beijing: Asserting that
sovereignty and territorial
integrity of China are “sacred
and inviolable”, the country’s
national legislature has adopted
a new law on the protection and
exploitation of the land border
areas, which could have bearing
on Beijing’s border dispute

with India.

BAJRANG DAL ATTACKS
PRAKASH JHA’S SET
Bhopal: Bajrang Dal activists
allegedly ransacked the set of
the third season of web-series
‘Ashram’ here and also threw
ink on its producer-director
Prakash Jha, accusing him of
portraying Hindus wrongly,
police said. The windscreens of
two buses of the crew were also
broken in stone-pelting, they
said.

FB SELECTIVELY CURBED
DIVISIVE USER CONTENT
New Delhi: Facebook in India
has been selective in curbing
hate speech, misinformation
and inflammatory posts,
particularly anti-Muslim content,
according to leaked documents
obtained by The Associated
Press, even as the internet
giant’s own employees cast
doubt over its motivations and
interests.

MYANMAR REFUGEES
ENTERING MIZORAM
Aizawl: More refugees from
Myanmar’s Chin state are
entering the southern and
eastern border districts of
Mizoram due to continuing
clashes between the
neighbouring country’s army
and rebels, a senior police
officer said on Sunday.
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Scientists find

infectious
mutant AY.4.2

cases 1n India
PNS B NEW DELHI

Is the third wave of Covid-19
all set to knock on Indias
door? While there have been
divergent views whether the
third wave if it comes, will be
virulent or not, scientists of the
INSACOG network monitor-
ing variations in SARS-CoV-2
have found prevalent in India
“in very low numbers,” a new
mutated form (AY.4.2) of the
coronavirus. The AY.4.2 has
caused panic in Europe as it is
presumably more contagious
than the Delta variant.

AY.4.2, which is one of the
45 sub-lineages of Delta and is
dubbed by many as Delta plus,
is likely to be named ‘Nu.
While research regarding the
new mutant is still in the initial
phase, studies so far show that
this mutant is far more trans-
missible than the Delta variant.
The Government has already
been warning the people to not
lower their guard during the
ongoing festival season. West
Bengal which just celebrated

|
W i

3 T
- 1 '|l

11

US SABOTAGING CPEC:
PAKISTAN PM’S AIDE

14

ASALANKA'S UNBEATEN
WIN AGAINST B’DESH

LUCKNOW, MONDAY 0CTOBER 25, 2021; PAGES 14 33

www.dailypioneer.com

Is the third Govid wave

our door?

Durga Puja has reported a
surge in Covid cases.

Though the health system
is already geared up to meet the
emergency and hopes to per-
form better in the third wave
when compared to the second
and first wave, the mutation is
suspected to be the cause for
the exponential rise in Covid-
19 cases in the UK, Russia (a
lockdown will start in Moscow
next week) and Israel last week.
The UK has recorded about
50,000 new Covid infections,

marking another three-month
high. Hospitalisations and
deaths are also on the rise.

However, scientists say the
AY.4.2-related findings still
carry a high level of uncertainty
and it is still early to say this
lineage carries a higher risk of
illness and/or death.

On October 21, the US
Centers for Diseases Control
said it has less than ten report-
ed cases of AY.4.2 in its data-
base so far, but the UK health
authorities have found 15,120

cases of VUI-210CT-01— the
other name for AY.4.2— since
it was first detected in July.
Dr Anurag Agrawal, direc-
tor at CSIR Institute of
Genomics and Integrative
Biology (IGIB) in Delhi, said,
“AY.4.2 is present in India
based on the revised definition,
but at very low numbers, less
than 0.1 per cent” IGIB is one
of the main laboratories
involved in the INSACOG
genomic surveillance exercise.
Continued on Page 12
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Mid-sea drug bust

case turns murky
o I '

Witness makes
charges of
pay-offs against
NCB’s Wankhede

TN RAGHUNATHA B MUMBAI

n a sensational twist to the
ongoing investigations in the
mid-sea drug bust case, a
“panch witness” picked holes in
the statements by the Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB) regard-
ing the circumstances leading
to the detention of the accused
in the case on October 2 and
alleged a “money deal” involv-
ing the NCB’s western zonal
head Sameer Wankhede.
Talking serious cognisance
of the allegations made in a
notarised affidavit by a “panch
witness” Prabhakar R Sail (40)
that Wankhede had conducted
himself in a questionable man-
ner in the investigations and
had among other things taken
his signatures on ten blank
papers, NCB Deputy Director-
General, South West Region
Mutha Ashok Jain issued a for-
mal statement to the media.
“Our Mumbai unit Zonal
Director Sameer Wankhede
has categorically denied these
allegations. As some of the
contents of the affidavit relate
to vigilance matters, I am here-

by forwarding the affidavit to
the Director-General of the
Narcotic Control Bureau and
requesting for further action,”
Mutha Jain said in a statement
issued here in the evening.
Alluding to the affidavit
released to the media by Sail,
Mutha Jain said: “A witness has
given details of movements
and activities on October 2” —
the day the mid-sea bust was
registered. As he is a witness in
the case and as the case is
before the honourable court
and sub-judice, he needs to
submit his prayer to the hon-
ourable court rather than
(release it) through social
media if he has anything to say.
In addition, there are several
vigilance-related allegations
against certain persons in the

affidavit which are based on
overhearing by Prabhakar”
Meanwhile, the NCB’s
Mumbai Zonal Director
Sameer Wankhede on Sunday
approached the Mumbai Police
Commissioner seeking pro-
tection from likely legal action
“being planned” against him by
unknown persons to falsely
frame him concerning an
alleged vigilance related issue”
In his single-page letter
addressed  to  Police
Commissioner  Hemant
Nagrale, Wankhede stated he
came to know that some “pre-
cipitate” legal action for false-
ly implicating him is being
planned by unknown persons
in relation to the alleged vigi-
lance related issue in NCB.
Continued on Page 12

Four JeM ultras p

on GRPF camps

Intelligence input
has come amid
spiral in violence
against civilians
RAKESH K SINGH B NEW DELHI

Amid a spurt in terrorist
attacks in Kashmir Valley,
an Intelligence input has
warned that four heavily-
armed terrorists of the Jaish-e-
Mohammad (JeM) outfit could
attack CRPF camps and IAF
bases in Jammu & Kashmir
(J&K) in the coming weeks.
The input has come amid
a spiral in violence against
civilians, especially Hindu
minorities, including local
Sikhs and migrant labourers in
the Valley. The warning also
coincides with an increase in

terror attacks against security
forces. The Army alone has suf-
fered at least nine casualties in
the ongoing counter-terror
operations in Poonch district.

The jacked-up violence is
being seen as part of a renewed
bid by Pakistan to rekindle ter-
rorism in the Valley and led to

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah’s visit to Srinagar to assess
the security situation. Shah held
meetings with the top brass of
the security set-up there in the
wake of concern at the highest
level due to the recent surge in
violence there.

“The terrorist cadres are

anning atfacks
AF bases in J&K

equipped with heavy weapons
and are controlled from
Pakistan,” reads the alert that
has been shared with various
stakeholders of the security in
Kashmir Valley.

Earlier in June, a similar
alert was issued by the Defence
Intelligence Agency (DIA) sug-
gesting a group of four terror-
ists had on June 11 attempted
terrorist action on the CRPF on
June 11, 2021 and lobbed
grenades on the CRPF and run
away into a nearby jungle.

The modus operandi of the
group of four terrorists iden-
tified by the security agencies
was firing on the forces and
snatching weapons from the
district police and the CRPF
men when the paramilitary
personnel lay-down on the
ground to avoid being hit by
the bullets being fired upon
them.

Continued on Page 12

PAK END JINX WITH 10-WICKET WIN OVER INDIA

Indian cricket captain Virat Kohli, centre, hugs Pakistan's Mohammad Rizwan after Pakistan won the the Cricket Twenty20 World Cup match between India and Pakistan in

Dubai, UAE on Sunday

AP

Time for sidelining people
of Jammu over, says Shah

Visits last IB
village; boosts
morale of

jawans, civilians
PNS B JAMMU

nion Home Minister Amit

Shah on Sunday visited
one of the last villages located
on the International Border
(IB) with Pakistan where he
boosted the morale of the bor-
der guards and local villagers in
the Makwal area of Jammu
frontier. On the second day of
his visit to the Union Territory
of Jammu and Kashmir (J&K),
he also said that the “time for
sidelining the people of Jammu
has come to an end”

Accompanied by
Lieutenant-Governor Manoj
Sinha, Additional Director
General, BSF Western
Command NS Jamwal and
other officials, Shah visited

Union Home Minister Amit Shah addresses during a public rally at Bhagwati Nagar

in Jammu on Sunday

one of the forward posts in the
area and interacted with the
jawans. Patting the backs of the
brave border guards, Shah
motivated them to serve the
country with complete dedica-
tion while their families would
be looked after by the Narendra
Modi Government.

Earlier in the day Shah

PTI

inaugurated the new campus of
the Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT), Jammu.
Several other development pro-
jects were also inaugurated by
the Home Minister in the pres-
ence of Sinha and Union
Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan.
Continued on Page 12

Modi to give ‘Diwali
gifts’ to Kashi, nation

PNS B VARANASI

Final touches have been
given to the venue at
Mehendiganj on Ring Road
Phase-2 (Package-1) where
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
will give big ‘Diwali gifts’ not
only to his parliamentary con-
stituency by inaugurating 28
projects worth Rs 5,189 crore
but also to the nation by
launching Pradhan Mantri
Atmanirbhar Swasth Bharat
Yojana (PMASBY) worth Rs
64,180 crore here on Monday.
It was a hectic day for the
administrative and police offi-
cers as well as Bharatiya Janata
Party leaders to ensure perfect
completion of all the arrange-
ments. Just a day ago, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath vis-
ited here to inspect the rally site
and some of the projects to be
inaugurated by the prime min-
ister, apart from holding a
meeting with the officers.
Earlier, as many as 30 pro-
jects worth Rs 5,229.96 crore
were scheduled to be inaugu-

rated but as two of them have
yet not been completed, it has
been decided that the prime
minister will inaugurate 28
fully completed projects,
including 16.98 kilometre-long
Ring Road Phase-2 Package-1
from Rakhauna (Rajatalab) to
Wazidpur (Harahua) worth Rs
1011.29 crore.

It is the project where a
grand 850 x 550 feet grand pan-
dal has been erected for Modi’s
rally. The proposed rally will
also mark the start of election
campaigning for the BJP on the
eve of upcoming assembly elec-
tion in the state, especially in
this region of Purvanchal (east-
ern UP). The work on Ring
Road Phase-2 (Package-2) is
also going on in full swing.

Besides, the other promi-
nent projects which will be
inaugurated are 72.15 km
Varanasi-Virno (Ghazipur)
stretch on Varanasi-Gorakhpur
National Highway (NH-29)
worth Rs 3,509.14 crore; Konia
bridge worth Rs 26.21 crore;

Continued on Page 12

Modi to travel to Rome for

G-20 meet, UK tor COP-26

Will meet world
leaders, discuss
pandemic fight,
eco recovery

PNS B NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi along with the lead-
ers of the G-20 nations will take
stock of the ongoing fight
against the corona pandemic
and ways to speed up economic
recovery. He will travel to
Rome for the G-20 summit and
then attend the World Leaders’
Summit in Glasgow, UK. The
five-day visit commences on
October 29.

Giving details of his sched-
ule, the Ministry of External
Aftfairs said here on Sunday, the
Prime Minister will participate
in the 16th G-20 Summit in
Rome from October 30-31 at
the invitation of the Prime
Minister of Italy Mario Draghi.

Heads of State of G-20

member countries, the
European Union, and other
invited countries and interna-
tional organisations will also
take part in the event.

This will be the 8th G-20
Summit that the Prime
Minister would be attending.
The G-20 has emerged as the
premier global forum for inter-

national economic coopera-
tion. India is scheduled to host
the G-20 Summit in 2023 for
the first time.

The forthcoming Summit
under Italian presidency is
centred around the theme
“People, Planet, Prosperity;
focussing on the areas of recov-
ery from the pandemic and
strengthening of global health
governance; eCONOmic recovery
and resilience; climate change
and energy transition; sustain-
able development and food
security.

Modi will also hold sever-
al bilateral meetings, including
with the Italian Prime Minister,
the Ministry said.

Thereafter, Modi will trav-
el to Glasgow to attend the
World Leader’s Summit of the
26th Conference of Parties
(COP-26) to the United
Nations Framework
Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC), at the
invitation of British Prime
Minister Boris Johnson.

Continued on Page 12



the pioneer | LUCKNOW | MONDAY | OCTOBER 25, 2021 02

35,189 FeiS &l 28 @B TieSHISH T BT

34,584 FRIS A USH §F YT «HIT0T

o aRToRR Rt 38 Bor-2 YPer-1 N AearaTa A afreyz FXgaN a®, wars 16.98 Reeht. @1 Frafor
o TRORN-IMTEYR TACa-29 YBer-2 aroRdt & Reeia amsiigz, dard 72.15 Reaft. Tt &1 fmefor

o AR # Sifera-Areneyz ARl w2 asvn ¢t S Sifean g R ga & Rrafo
* IRRR # FrEagR-suAd-acIE Arl U Siftreams @ free ason w1 a2 & & ga @1 o

3307 ®erg & gw.2t.dt. fafor
w4t 3 vaew oie ffer @ &1 yang, @5t ae va aei @ wigdiewn o ydew T

3173 O W BTHEW, BISRIA §F WHIT Waw 1 f=mtor
378.57 &g ¥ Wgs! Srgiaenal @1 fdere
333 Beig @ PN ulediawnel & ar= v oie e vdes =1 vaew

12.35 BUIg AARYR-AZYe eN=iore aRds =1 Fem
1.5 BUE A ARV TF ¥e1a W2 IR QFSilagied areva i faafor

@

364,000 FoIS FHt
QETIH SMeATIe Tawe HIed JISTT BT LHTRH

T e ST T T Y T R T Nyt T e N T T T Ny T et e N T Wy e

ISTIIeaoTd @97 B APIRSI & oG AT TR TR dgae faiecan giaamg

3V @ Wit At ey v, ANEIa® W P 04
forem erearer # giaensh @1 engiwetaeon

wQ et Sy, &9, Beea 2w g, A, liewieH e
QAMSATAL IS, TS 48 I vATqAT

U WIS A Uleci® god Ji+ic §d AlaTSe giieded & sarg=T
T Fafecae & o, tvifesa wre, Rtvs Rt 2t gt g & Fygfea

g WHWT 26

https://pmevents.ncog.gov.in
EFITHER Umﬁlﬂ?ﬁ &R DD National/Uttar Pradesh
Youtube.com/dduttarpradesh
mﬁm €EETTy—— O i
Seelast gea ‘ i enfesaTg
IeTUTe, mu&&r HSIFA, IR U_
e, HieeA Wiefadn | @ "gm A1 ued g, dees faart valvg SEwETe
w1, waTee vd ufvan e A, mmmaﬁaﬁmm i, mﬁmﬂuﬁ o w5, e, wephy va awtd e (was wam) T F3h, T G ey e
3ir? voe vd s, WA TeE Frarrarers wnfssTo, ave vy aen vErsTe (FRATE), FoT vl e defrerer (wEes we), 39 v
Eﬁ' S+ SUTHT AElHTd

faeie : 25 orrgEw, 2021 | WH : HEATE 12:00 TN | w2 : Hgdhoiw (S arena), awowt
Juon vd Fowed AT, e wder




the pioneer | LUCKNOW | MONDAY | OCTOBER 25, 2021 03

.I'III'III. 'r. 1'|. "“‘IT

.r'-- ' I w5 BRL Tho=y tees

k]

4 ¢ TG HiSwe Biors & wata e W g Igae i gEeg =
¢ 900 GHEldtgw wie ag+ & garel @1 e 150 # 75 saww ¢ 2,970 Rfewza I
waTeSy AT # fawar ¢ 2021-22 ¥ figvE w7 g, Al Bt ggsit ueTen
¢ 5,800 FEfEme, Al 7 tvmtesa e 2 fom S 2 9y cEws gem

- eNerdu
| ey At

QHAGI® YA g
sfvmrdl ufaia

JeEla gew | il enfeeeng ‘ S, A-IgeA ATSad

https://pmevents.ncog.gov.in
DD National/Uttar Pradesh
Youtube.com/dduttarpradesh

3 uPGovtOfficial
Ed CMOUttarpradesh
¥ CMOfficeUP

#30, T va aRar e

I W2 JeT w29 3 TR U4 Ie®, WG SIER
W gAR G | w@nh gaw a9 Wi wam g =, water avg A ‘ rﬂaﬁaﬂmﬁ ‘ E Rl ‘ w@ad 31 g
Fet, T, st oed o e flum #efl, =W TN BUNiS T EEe =iy, Tafimen oo v, ufiwry s o mﬂmum] #Fivm firen s aren, T ofiag
e wikn e uEn g T Ty e, 3w o Fﬁm TrETE I HEN
STaag A g | s et STEt ‘ dreet ene g | era Fame et ‘ sitae o
ferermers, gt froars, witversg firmars, eivseeeg wea, R o, Fwe g sreat, Rven varew, Rpdeom

fa=ires : 25 SraEEe, 2021 | 99 : YElE 10:00 &5 | v+ : dh.gw. g, weve, REndasre
fafascon fo1en faumr, Soe uger [ES] 3rmen va srewmuds faemn, st wee




% the pioneer

LUCKNOW | MONDAY | OCTOBER 25, 2021

city

Adityanath launches I373-crore prolects for Bhadohi

PNS B VARANASI

of Prime Minister Narendra

odi in his parliamentary con-
stituency Varanasi, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
launched projects worth Rs
373 crore, including dedication
of some completed projects
apart from laying the founda-
tion stones of others, in adjoin-
ing district Bhodohi on Sunday.

Addressing a public meet-
ing at Vibhuti Narayan
Government Inter College
Grounds near Durgaganj, the
chief minister said, “Bhadohi
district is making a new iden-
tity today as the development
work during the last four and
a half years was done on accel-
erated pace and due to this the
famous carpet industry of the
district is flourishing across the
world and the exports have
increased remarkably in the
recent time””

“Earlier, the development
work reached a standstill due to
increasing influence of crimi-
nalisation of politics in the dis-

Lust a day prior to the arrival

trict, the chief minister said
without taking any names.
According to him, elimi-
nation of criminals in politics
and working on the vision of
‘Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas’ has
helped the district revive its
past glory and march towards
prosperity. “Earlier, the politi-
cians were developing their
own families only, he said,
adding that the projects
launched on Sunday were not
done during the last 70 years
since Independence. He said
Congress, Samajwadi Party and
Bahujan Samaj Party had only
given patronage to criminals
and developed their own fam-
ily. Praising the prime minis-
ter, Yogi said that today various
beautification works were start-
ed in Bhadohi on the birthday
of Sant Ravidas apart from
development of the birthplace
of Nishadraj. “What was the
condition of river Ganga seven
years ago and how it seems
today,” he asked the people,
adding that under the Namami
Gange programme, continuous
efforts were being made to keep
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the river Ganga clean.
“Before 2017, festivals
could not be celebrated in
peace but today all the people
are enjoying the same,” he said,

adding that the government
would continue its efforts to
demolish the property of those
who built the same by grabbing
it from others illegally.

Highlighting the achieve-
ments of his government, Yogi
said that now the recruitment
process was being done fairly
and action was being taken

against those agencies showing
negligence in the construction
works. He said prior to 2017,
there were just a few medical
colleges in the state but now in

every district a medical college
was being opened and such col-
leges had already been built in
59 districts and the medical
college in Bhadohi would also
be completed soon.

“Today everyone is getting
electricity, the poor are getting
free treatment, the construction
of Ram temple in Ayodhya is
going on and more than 100
crore people have got free
Covid vaccine,” he said, adding
that it became possible only
because of Bharatiya Janata
Party governments at the
Centre and in UP.

Earlier, in Varanasi, the
chief minister made a hectic
inspection of various projects
scheduled to be inaugurated by
the prime minister on Monday
when the latter would address
a public meeting at
Mehendiganj. Apart from
inspecting the rally venue near
the newly-built Ring Road
Phase-2 (Package-1), the chief
minister also held a meeting
with the officers in which
senior BJP leaders were also
present. Yogi stressed on better

coordination between admin-
istration, police and public
representatives in order to
make the prime minister pro-
gramme a grand success, with-
out any error. He instructed the
officers to check the quality of
all the projects to be inaugu-
rated by the prime minister and
ensure proper parking and all
other arrangements as it was
expected that about one lakh
people would gather there. He
also asked the police officials to
take all preventive steps to
keep watch on anti-social ele-
ments in the entire Varanasi
city.

Later, in the late evening
hours, Yogi inspected some of
the projects to be inaugurated,
including parking near Circuit
House, Padma Vibhushan Girja
Devi Hall at Chaukaghat
Cultural Complex and others.
Besides, Yogi also offered
prayers at Kal Bhairav, Kashi
Vishwanath and Annapurna
temples and inspected the
ongoing progress in the devel-
opment of Kashi Vishwanath
Corridor.

BR Maurya slams
oppn for twisting
her statement

PNS B LUCKNOW

Bharatiya Janata Party vice
president and former gov-
ernor of Uttarakhand, Baby
Rani Maurya, has slammed
the opposition parties for twist-
ing her statement on women
protection in Uttar Pradesh.

Addressing an event in
Uttar Pradesh recently, Maurya
had said, "A women officer and
a sub-inspector sit at the police
station. But I will say one thing
-- never go to the police station
after 5 pm, after it gets dark. Go
the next morning. If it is
extremely necessary to go, take
along your brother, husband, or
father."

Following this comment,
opposition party leaders
slammed Maurya for her com-
ments. Aam Aadmi Party Rajya
Sabha member Sanjay Singh,
attaching news related to this
topic, said in a tweet, "Beti
Bachao" (save the girl child)."
Samajwadi Party leaders also
slammed the statement.

Replying to opposition
charge, Baby Rani Maurya
said, “I was in a Dalit
settlement in Varanasi recent-
ly on the occasion of Valmiki
Jayanti.

There were Dalit sisters as
well as Muslim sisters in
that programme. I was giving
them information about
Chief Minister Yogi ji's and
PM Modi ji's government
schemes."

Number

PNS B LUCKNOW

The Yogi Adityanath gov-
ernment is going to set a
new record on Monday from
Siddharth Nagar when Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will
inaugurate nine new state med-
ical colleges.

Uttar Pradesh will become
the only state in the country to
inaugurate nine medical col-
leges simultaneously. It will
boost the health infrastructure
in a big way as this endeavour
will augment more than 3,000
hospital beds and 900 seats of
MBBS in a single day.

This is in line with the
resolve of Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath to establish medical
colleges in all 75 districts of the
state. Before 2017, there were a
dozen medical colleges in the
state, and in just four and a half
years, UP is on the way to cre-
ate a new record with a num-
ber of new medical colleges
coming up.

Making the above claims
here on Sunday, a government
spokesman said that in UP, the
government had already start-
ed seven state medical colleges
between 2017 and 2021 fol-
lowed by nine medical colleges
to be inaugurated on Monday.

He said there were 14 new
medical colleges in the pipeline,
to be set up in Amethi, Auraiya,
Bijnor, Bulandshahr,
Chandauli, Gonda, Kanpur
Dehat, Kaushambi, Kushinagar,
Lakhimpur Kheri, Lalitpur,
Pilibhit, Sonbhadra and
Sultanpur districts by 2022-23.

Apart from existing 30 pri-

of medical colleges in UP nearing century-mark
Cluster Model 2.0 to boost 2nd vax dose coverage in UP

PNS B LUCKNOW

one in getting their second doses in a has-

sle-free manner.

priority. In this way, when a gram pan-

chayat is saturated, the said village would

fter successfully administering the

first dose of the Covid vaccine to over
65 per cent of the total eligible population,
the Uttar Pradesh government will now
adopt the Cluster Model 2.0 to improve
the second dose coverage in the state.

Additional Chief Secretary (Health)
Amit Mohan Prasad in his directive to
health officials said, “In addition to the
current strategy, additional efforts are
required to achieve the desired target.
Giving priority to the full vaccination, the
work of administering the second dose
using the Cluster Model 2.0 should be
done in those villages/localities where the
first dose was successfully administered
through the cluster model”

The state-wide launch of the cluster
model earlier in June for the Covid vac-
cination drive made the task easy, equi-
table, and seamless, eliminating crucial
roadblocks like transport and the digital
divide. Ensuring that no section is left
under this massive vaccination cam-
paign, the UP government has instruct-
ed the officials to cover each and every-

By the cluster strategy, till October 24,
2021, about 65 per cent of the beneficia-
ries in the state have been covered with
the first dose and 20 per cent of the ben-
eficiaries with the second dose. The state
has contributed 12.54 crore doses in
achieving the target of 100 crore Covid
vaccinations by India.

Under the Cluster Model 2.0, action
will be ensured as follows: In all the rev-
enue villages of the district, the coverage
of the first dose of the Covid vaccine
should be assessed by the lekhpals. This
will be an independent assessment that
will provide reliable data.

Based on the assessment, all the
villages will be divided into three
categories -- (a) villages with 95 per cent
or more first dose vaccination, (b) 80 to
95 per cent first dose vaccination and (c)
less than 80 per cent of first dose vacci-
nation.

On the basis of this list, the work of
vaccination will be prioritised. Villages
with more than 95 per cent and 80-95 per
cent immunisation will be saturated on

be given the name of "first dose saturat-
ed village" and the village head would be
honored there. The village which com-
pletes both the doses would be named
‘Covid safe village’

The low achiever villages (category-
c) would be saturated at the earliest
with the inter-departmental coordination
of Panchayati Raj, Education, ICDS,
Village Development departments,
and under the leadership of gram prad-
hans.

At the block level, the village catego-
ry a and b would be prioritised for for-
mulating the Cluster 2.0 approach with the
help of partner organisations like WHO,
UNICEF, UNDP among others.

For this, arrangements like split ses-
sion, flexi timing, near to home, CVC
would be made.

A mobilisation team consisting of
gram pradhan, ASHA and Anganwadi
workers, will visit the area on
vaccination day, marking the missing ben-
eficiaries, and will motivate them to get
vaccinated.

vate medical colleges in the
state, there are four Central
medical institutions -- two
AIIMS, one each at Rae Bareli
and Gorakhpur, medical col-
lege in Banaras Hindu
University and one medical col-
lege in Aligarh Muslim
University.

The Yogi government has
also cleared the policy and
floated the tender to establish
medical colleges under public-
private partnership (PPP)

model in 16 districts, thus
paving the way to hit a centu-
ry of medical colleges in the
state. On Monday, the prime
minister will inaugurate gov-
ernment medical colleges of
Siddharthnagar, Deoria, Etah,
Hardoi, Ghazipur, Mirzapur,
Pratapgarh, Fatehpur and
Jaunpur, adding a golden chap-
ter in the field of health and
medical education of the coun-
try. These nine medical colleges
will have well-equipped hospi-

tals of 300 or more beds and
admission will also start for
100-100 MBBS seats through
NEET from this session. Due to
this, the best medical facilities
will be available in the districts
which were considered back-
ward and deprived of the latest
medical facilities.
Siddharthnagar district
had also been affected by the
dreaded encephalitis disease for
decades. Now, in the last four
and a half years, encephalitis

has been controlled and the
new medical college will fur-
ther provide the latest facilities.

There was also a period
when Gorakhpur used to cater
to all seven districts of
Gorakhpur-Basti division. In
the last four and a half years,
the medical facilities in the
entire eastern UP have under-
gone a sea of change and the
results are there for everyone to
see. The people of neighbour-
ing districts of Balrampur,

Maharajganj and friendly
nation Nepal may also avail
excellent medical facilities from
he medical colleges estab-
lished in the eastern UP.

The government medical
college in Basti is functional for
two years while Siddharthnagar
and Deoria will have medical
colleges on Monday.

Earlier, five days ago, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had
laid the foundation stone of a
medical college in Kushinagar.
In the remaining two districts
of the division, Sant Kabir
Nagar and Maharajganj, the
medical colleges will be set up
on PPP model. In another sig-
nificant development, the
AIIMS has also been estab-
lished in Gorakhpur, which will
be inaugurated by the prime
minister in the next one and a
half months.

The medical college of
Siddharthnagar will be after the
name of Madhav Prasad
Tripathi, medical college of
Deoria in the name of
Maharishi Devraha Baba, med-
ical college of Ghazipur in the
name of Maharishi
Vishwamitra, medical college
of Mirzapur in the name of
Maa Vindhyavasini, medical
college of Pratapgarh in the
name of Dr Sonelal Patel. The
medical college of Etah will be
named after Veerangana
Avantibai Lodhi, the one in
Jaunpur after former minister
Umanath Singh and the
Fatehpur medical college in the
name of Amar Shaheed Jodha
Singh Ataiya Thakur Dariyaon
Singh.

PM Modi to chair
DGPs’conference
in Lucknow

Lucknow (PNS): With all
political parties gearing up for
the assembly elections, the rul-
ing Bharatiya Janata Party will
get a shot in the arm when
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
will chair the All India
Conference of Director
Generals and Inspector
Generals of Police-2022 in the
state capital in November.

Preparations are in full
swing in Lucknow for the
annual conference that is
scheduled to be held from
November 20 to 22. The con-
ference was held virtually in the
year 2020 due to the COVID-
19 pandemic. The conference
organised by the Intelligence
Bureau will be chaired by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Union Home Minister
Amit Shah and UP Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath. It
will be attended by Director
Generals of Central Armed
Police Forces (CAPFs), Central
investigation agencies, National
Security Agency (NSA) and
state Director Generals of
Police (DGPs).

In the three-day confer-
ence, various sessions will be
held to discuss modernisation
of police, terrorism and inter-
nal security. A senior official
said that it would be the first
time when a conference would
be chaired by the prime min-
ister for which police heads
from the entire country would

be coming to Lucknow.

Question mark on future of BSM

Ashish Mishra admitted to hosp

PNS B LUCKNOW

he alliance of Om Prakash

Rajbhar-led Suheldev Bhartiya
Samaj Party (SBSP) and Akhilesh
Yadav-led Samajwadi Party has put a
question mark on the future of the
Bhagidari Sankalp Morcha (BSM), a
conglomerate of 10 very small region-
al and caste-based groups.

The BSM floated by Om Prakash
Rajbhar also includes the Hyderabad-
based All India Majlis-e-Ittehad-ul-
Muslimeen (AIMIM) led by
Asaduddin Owaisi.

The BSM has given a call for a
rally of the morcha at Ballia on
October 27. Samajwadi Party will
also participate in the rally. The BSM
has, however, prohibited the use of
flags of the Samajwadi Party in the
rally. The BSM is silent on the partic-
ipation of the AIMIM in the rally.
AIMIM was among the first political
parties to join the BSM showing faith
in the leadership of Om Prakash
Rajbhar.

The BSM was formed and nur-
tured with the idea of carving a base
among the most and extremely back-
ward classes (MBCs and EBCs) to
establish their identity away from
dominant backward classes and ensure
their representation in power politics.

After the alliance with the
Samajwadi Party, the political
credibility of Rajbhar is again under
the scanner as after assembling 10
smaller parties under the BSM
umbrella, he changed course sudden-
ly and shook hands with the SP leav-
ing other members of the BSM,
including the AIMIM, to fend for
themselves.

Rajbhar floated the SBSP before
the 2017 polls and made common

cause with the Bharatiya Janata Party.
The BJP-SBSP partnership enabled
Rajbhar to expand his clout in east UP,
beyond Varanasi and Gorakhpur, in
2017.In 2012, Rajbhar’s party had con-
tested around 50 seats, winning none,
but in 2017, he along with the BJP
fought nine seats, winning four of
them.

The alliance fell apart after the
2019 Lok Sabha elections and Rajbhar
was dismissed from the Yogi
Adityanath cabinet.

Besides the fate of the constituents
of the BSM, Samajwadi Party also faces
an uphill task of striking a balance with
the dominant Yadavs and the EBCs
and MBCs represented by Om
Prakash Rajbhar and BSM.

Akhilesh Yadav has promised
Rajbhar that the social justice
committee’s recommendations pro-
viding separate quotas for the EBCs
and MBCs within the 27 per cent
quota for the OBCs would be imple-
mented.

Rajbhar is also facing the challenge
of striking a balance. After alliance
with the Samajwadi Party, Rajbhar will
have to part company with the con-
stituent parties in the BSM. Rajbhar
will also have to split from Owaisi’s All
India Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen.
Owaisi, in his campaign in Uttar
Pradesh, is targeting the Samajwadi
Party. Owaisi is specifically targeting
Akhilesh Yadav for using Muslims as
vote banks and doing nothing for their
welfare.

For Owaisi, it is going to be diffi-
cult to remain in alliance with the
BSM. Sources close to Owaisi said the
AIMIM and Jan Adhikar Party chief
Babu Singh Kushwaha may part ways
with the BSM after the SBSP-SP
alliance.

after testing positive for dengue

PNS W LUCKNOW

nion minister Ajay Kumar

Mishra's son Ashish Mishra,
who is currently on two police cus-
tody remands and had to be lodged
back in district jail, has been shifted
to a government hospital after he
reportedly tested positive for dengue.

Ashish Mishra has tested positive
for dengue, confirmed a senior police
officer.

Blood samples of the Union min-
ister's son were sent to the laborato-
ry twice for tests recently. On
Saturday, the Special Investigation
Team (SIT) lodged him back in the
district jail.

Mishra was arrested on October
9 in connection with the violence that
was triggered after he allegedly ran his
car over protesting farmers in Tikunia
in Lakhimpur Kheri. Farmers had
claimed that Ashish Mishra was in
one of the vehicles, an allegation
denied by him and his father who say
they could produce evidence to prove
Ashish was at an event at that time.

The SIT first took Ashish in
three days’ police custody and lodged
him back in the jail. On Friday, they
again got his two-day police custody
remand along with three other
accused.

The SIT on Saturday arrested
three people who were allegedly in
one of the SUVs that drove into a
group of protesters on October 3,
killing four farmers. A journalist
was also killed in the incident.

The SIT identified those arrest-
ed as Mohit Trivedi, Rinku Rana and

Dharmendra, all of whom are from
Lakhimpur Kheri. With this, the
number of people arrested in con-
nection with the killing of the farm-
ers and the journalist rose to 13.

“We have almost arrested all the
accused found involved in the killing
of farmers and a journalist. If any
other name comes up then we will
take action against them also. We are
also collecting electronic evidence
against the accused,” a SIT officer said.

The investigating agency pro-
duced the three before a local court
that sent them to judicial custody. The
court is likely to hear the SIT's appli-
cation for a 14-day custody remand
of the three on Monday, according to
a police officer. “The arrested persons
were in the back seat of a Scorpio,”
said a police officer.

The other two vehicles involved
in the incident were a Mahindra Thar
belonging to Union Minister of State
for Home Ajay Mishra whose son
Ashish is the prime accused in the
case, and a Fortuner owned by Ankit
Das, who is the nephew of former
Union minister Akhilesh Das. Both
Ashish and Ankit are among those
arrested.

Sources said the SIT came to
know about the involvement of
Trivedi, Rana and Dharmendra while
questioning Shishu Pal who alleged-
ly drove the Scorpio. The police had
recovered the car in the district on
Friday based on information that
Shishu Pal provided.

The police refused to say who
owns the Scorpio.

The Mahindra Thar and the

Fortuner were damaged and set
ablaze in the violence triggered by the
mowing down of the five people. Hari
Om Mishra, who died in violence,
was driving the Thar while Shekhar
Bharti, who is among the 13 arrest-
ed, was driving the Fortuner, said a
police officer.

The SIT has so far got the state-
ments of more than 20 witnesses
recorded before a magistrate.

The SIT said it had given momen-
tum to its investigation into the
killing of Hari Om Mishra and two
Bharatiya Janata Party workers, and
added that it was recording statements
of witnesses at present.

The three were killed after the
cars drove over the farmers. The
police recently released six pho-
tographs of the violence and request-
ed the public to provide information.
“We have received a few pieces of
information, and are presently veri-
fying them,” the SIT officer added.

Meanwhile, the Samyukt Kisan
Morcha (SKM) has given a call for
country-wide protests on October 26
to press for the dismissal and arrest
of Union Minister Ajay Mishra in
connection with the Lakhimpur vio-
lence, and also to mark the comple-
tion of 11 months of farmers' agita-
tion. The SKM also decided to post-
pone its Mahapanchayat in Lucknow,
which was earlier scheduled to be held
on October 26, to November 22.

In the statement, the Samyukt
Kisan Morcha also clarified that
Bhartiya Sikh Sangathan (led by
Jasbir Singh Virk) had never been and
would not be a part of SKM.

CPI (ML) criticises
saffron party workers

Lucknow (PNS): The
Communist Party of India
(Marxist-Leninist) criticised
the state government for giving
a free hand to Bharatiya Janata
Party, Vishwa Hindu Parishad
and Bajrang Dal workers who
allegedly took law in their
hand and attempted to disturb
the communal harmony in
Mirzapur on Friday.

On Friday, a vendor of the
majority community was
thrashed by a man of the
minority community in the
Adalhaat locality of the district.
As the news spread, BJP, VHP
and Bajrang Dal workers
assembled at the scene and
demanded the arrest of culprits.

The CPI (ML) said the BJP,
VHP and Bajrang Dal workers
used the incident as a ploy to
flare up the communal tension
in the locality and thus com-
mitted the criminal act in the
guise of pressing their demand
of arrest of accused who beat
the vendor.

“The BJP, VHP and
Bajrang Dal workers in a huge
number attacked the houses in
minority dominated Garauri
village in which the accused of
the vendor thrashing case stays.
The attackers were resisted by
the residents of the minority
dominated village and this cre-
ated a communal tension in the
area. Interestingly, the police
and administration turned a
blind eye at the time of attack
at the village,” CPI (ML) state

secretary Sudhakar Yadav
alleged. In a statement, Yadav
said the VHP and Bajrang Dal
workers on Saturday blocked
the road in Adalhaat locality
and demanded arrest of the
accused in the incident, again
creating tension in the locali-
ty. “The man of the minority
community had mercilessly
thrashed the vendor of the
majority community on Friday
and had caused him to suffer
critical injuries. Later the BJP,
VHP and Bajrang Dal workers
attacked the village of the
accused person for revenge
but the police did not intervene
in any way; Yadav alleged.

He said the police did not
initiate action against those
who thrashed the victim ven-
dor nor did they initiate any
action against those who
attempted to disturb commu-
nal harmony.

Awshayak Suchna
Aap sabhi mahanubhav ko suchit kiya jata
hai ki karwahi dinank 20.10.2021 ko
prastav parit hua hai ki dinank 14.01.2022
ko Madarsa Mohammadia Faize Rasool
Pipra Kanak Boda Tola Kushinagar ke
sadharan sabha aur prabandh samiti ka
karya kaal samapt hone wala hai is liye
dinank 01.11.2021 se 01.12.2021 tak
madarsa prangad men shulk lekar vaidh
sadasya bana liya jaye ichuk vayakti shulk
jama kar raseed prapt kar len jinke dwara
chunao karaya jayega. Nivedak

Riyaz Ahmad

(Sadasya)

Madarsa Mohammadia Faize Rasool
Pipra Kanak Boda Tola Kushinagar
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Reactivate surveillance committees
to check vector-horne diseases: CM

No Zika virus threat in state
after solitary case in Kanpur

PNS B LUCKNOW

he surveillance commit-

tees constituted by the Yogi
Adityanath government to
check the spread of novel coro-
navirus in Uttar Pradesh will be
reactivated to also check the
spread of vector-borne dis-
eases such as dengue, cholera,
diarrhoea and malaria in the
state. To ensure proper sur-
veillance through these com-
mittees that played a vital role
in timely identification, isola-
tion of COVID-19 patients
and distribution of medicine
kits, thereby controlling the
spread of coronavirus infection
in the state, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath has issued direc-
tives to reactivate them in view
of rising cases of infections in
other states.

In pursuance of the direc-
tives of the chief minister, over
73,000 surveillance committees
will pay door-to-door visits
and conduct thorough screen-
ing and tracing of every indi-
vidual. The surveillance exer-
cise will be carried out rigor-
ously in view of the festive sea-
son which may result in
increased transmission of dis-
eases and illnesses.

Apart from making all nec-
essary arrangements in hospi-
tals for the treatment of ailing
people, the government has
also ordered continuous mon-
itoring of the health of every
patient to remove any chance
of increased transmission of the
virus or any water-borne, vec-
tor-borne diseases.

The authorities have also
been asked to continue exten-
sive cleanliness, sanitisation
and fogging drives to prevent
the spread of mosquito-borne
diseases. Aiming to break the
chain of coronavirus, the Yogi
government had deployed
around 73,000 surveillance
committees. House to house
visits were undertaken in a
mammoth drive in over 90,000

PNS B LUCKNOW

day after Zika virus was

detected in Kanpur,
Director General of Medical &
Health Services Dr Ved Vrat
Singh said there was no case
in Lucknow or any other part
of the state. He said no alert
has been sounded for the
virus as it is a lone case but
surveillance of dengue cases
has been increased in Kanpur
and the contacts of the patient
were under the watch of health
officials. However, the detec-
tion of Zika virus has raised
concerns because it has never
occurred in UP before. It is
also rare in other parts of the
country and only handful of
cases have been found in
Kerala.

Dr Singh said Zika is like
any other virus and is caused
by the same mosquitoes which
spread dengue. “This virus can
affect pregnant women and
cause congenital disorders in
babies,” he said.

Head of the Microbiology

villages of UP to identify and
isolate novel coronavirus pos-
itive people and trace con-
tacts. The effort was also laud-
ed by the World Health
Organisation and the NITI
Aayog.

The surveillance commit-
tees operating both in urban
and rural areas had played a
vital role in the process of
timely identification, isola-
tion and treatment of people
showing mild symptoms
which stopped any further
spread of the infection.
Through these committees,
screening of more than 18

department of KGMU Dr
Amita Jain said that under the
surveillance exercise for
dengue in Lucknow, there has
been no trace of Zika virus.
“Zika virus is like the dengue
virus and causes fever. It
occurs because of mosquito
bite,” she said.

Dr Jain said the strains of
dengue which they have found
in Lucknow are strains 1, 2
and 3, which means they are
all the strains of dengue. She
categorically pointed out that
the different strains have no
clinical implications, which
means it does not imply that
one strain is more infectious
than the other, and it is mere-
ly epidemiological differenti-
ation.

On Sunday, 24 cases of
dengue were detected in the
city. The cases were reported
from Alambagh, Tudiaganj,
Aliganj, Indiranagar, Silver
Jubilee and Chinhat. The
CMO teams visited 1,407
houses and issued notices to
eight houses where dengue

crore people was done in the
state. Earlier, on October 19,
Chief  Minister  Yogi
Adityanath had launched a
month-long state-wide com-
municable disease control
drive to keep a check on sea-
sonal vagaries. The campaign
has been rolled out in all 75
districts to educate the public
about measures to prevent
communicable diseases.
Under this campaign, the
health workers are paying
door-to-door visits to identi-
fy patients with viral fever, vec-
tor-borne diseases and other
symptoms. People are also

larvae were found. The district
malaria officer visited New
Haiderganj, Mallahi Tola,
Kharika-I and Chinhat.

Meanwhile, doctors point-
ed out there are a lot of fal-
lacies and myths associated
with dengue. A senior doctor
said most of the time when the
platelet count starts going
down, patients are hospitalised
even though it might not be
required. “One should not
panic and hospitalisaiton is
required only if the platelets
have gone down to a consid-
erable level, and there is also
bleeding” he said. He said
both Covid and dengue could
happen at the same time.

“If people suffer from
dengue once, they can have
dengue again because it does
not offer any immunity;’ he
pointed out. Asked whether an
alternative system of medicine
could also be used for dengue,
he said whenever a disease has
no perfect treatment or no
perfect antidote, people tend
to try other methods.

being made aware of the need
to check mosquito breeding
near their homes, keep clean-
liness, and fight infectious
diseases. In this regard, the
government has ordered inter-
departmental coordination to
make the campaign successful.

It is noteworthy that the
lekhpals, ASHA workers,
Anganwadi workers, auxiliary
nurse midwives (ANMs) and
village heads have been
entrusted with the responsi-
bility to apprise the rural pop-
ulace about various water-
borne and vector-borne dis-
eases and control their spread.

Gold bangle
stolen by women
pretending to

be customers

PNS B LUCKNOW

Two women stole a gold
bangle from a shop in
Manak Nagar police station
area while pretending to be
customers. The incident took
place on October 19 and the
case was registered on October
22. Shop manager Shailendra
lodged a case in this connec-
tion. As per reports, the
women reached the shop
around 5 pm and asked sales-
man Neeraj to show them
gold bangles. Neeraj showed
them a pair of gold bangles
which one of the women tried.
She later asked Neeraj to show
more gold bangles. They stole
a bangle when Neeraj turned
around to take out bangles of
different designs and quietly
disappeared from the shop.

“In a CCTV footage, a
woman was seen wearing both
the gold bangles but putting
only one back in the tray,
Shailendra said.

Meanwhile, a case for reck-
less driving and causing death
due to negligence was regis-
tered on Sunday against the
driver of a vehicle which
mowed down a youth on
October 1. The deceased was
identified as Saroj Kumar (22)
of Soharmau in Unnao. On the
fateful day, Saroj Kumar was
returning home on a bike. His
father Kandhai said Saroj
Kumar was hit near Kisan
Path by a speeding vehicle
and he was declared dead at
the Sarojininagar CHC.

SUICIDE

A main suffering from a
renal disease ended his life in
Mohanlalganj police station
area on Saturday. The deceased
was identified as Uday Raj of
Kalander Kheda locality. Due
to the illness, he was unable to
work and his family was on the
brink of starvation. Uday Raj
was depressed as he felt help-
less in feeding his family and
took the extreme step.

In another incident, a drug
addict ended his life in
Mohanlalganj. He was identi-
fied as Sonu of Jyoti Nagar
locality in the area. Reports
said Sonu was found hanging
from a tree in a vacant plot in
the area on Sunday. He was
found hanging from the tree
with a scarf tied around his
neck. Police sent both the
bodies for the post-mortem
examination.

Man claiming to be Cong worker
arrested for fraud, extortion

PNS B LUCKNOW

Aman claiming to be a
Congress worker was
arrested on Sunday for his
alleged involvement in land
fraud & extortion, and for
threatening a builder in
Wazirganj police station area.
The accused was identified as
Mohammed Rafiq aka Allu
Miyan, a resident of Gosainganj
and a native of Sultanpur.
Police said Rafiq was abscond-
ing since his name surfaced in
the crime a few months back.
He was arrested after the court
issued a non bailable warrant
against him.

Police said Rafiq would
introduce himself as a Congress
worker. “Rafiq used to flex his
muscles with builders and
would force them to cough up
favour money. He was also
involved in purchase of dis-
puted properties,” the police

said. On May 8 earlier this year,
Vaibhav Srivastava of Kali Badi
in Kaiserbagh had lodged a
case against Rafiq, his wife
Mehrunnisa and their son
Mohammed Adil Rasheed,
alleging that all were involved
forgery, extortion and tamper-
ing with government docu-
ments.

Vaibhav, who is a builder
and works in partnership with
Mohammed Mazin Khan of
Chowk. Vaibhav’s ordeal start-
ed after he signed a sale deed
with Manju Rawat of
Gomtinagar for a land in
Khargapur village and started
the work.

Rafig’s son Adil and their
henchmen had a brawl with
Manju Rawat and the labour-
ers she had hired for the con-
struction work in 2018, and
subsequently a case was regis-
tered with the police.

Later, Vaibhav and his part-

ner got the land registered in
their names and started the
construction work. Vaibhav
said Rafiq and his son used to
show him fake registration of
the land (number 154) signed
in 1990 in the name of
Mehrunnisa done by Mamta
Sahkari Grih Nirman Limited,
Khurram Nagar.

However, Vaibhav later
came to know that Mamta
Sahkari Grih Nirman Limited
had plot numbers 152, 155 and
156 and the papers being
shown by Rafiq and son were
fake.

Vaibhav alleged that Rafiq
used to boast of his links with
senior Congress leaders and he
even threatened to kill him.
“Rafiq demanded two of the
constructed flats and threat-
ened to kill me. As I did not
buckle under pressure, he and
his men got the work stopped,”
Vaibhav alleged.

Former minister,
accused of
land fraud

Lucknow (PNS): Former min-
ister for state in Samajwadi
Party government Mohd Igbal,
his cousin and Ghaila village
gram pradhan Ubaid, and
Ubaid’s uncle Azmat Ali were
named in a case of land fraud
in Wazirganj.

The complainant, Amit
Mehrotra of Saadatganj, alleged
that the accused duped him of
Rs 22 lakh in the name of a
land which they never regis-
tered in his name.

As per Mehrotra, the deal
was struck for Rs 32 lakh by
Ubaid, who showed him a
piece of land in Ghaila village.
Ubaid told Mehrotra that he,
Igbal and Azmat were joint
owners of the land.

After the deal was finalised,
Mehrotra paid Rs 22 lakh in the
presence of his counsel Mirza
Mazhar Abbas and Sahab in
2010. However, Igbal and
Azmat did not sign on the
agreement paper, saying they
would do it after the remaining
amount was paid at the time of
registration. A year later,
Mehrotra went to meet Ubaid
for registration the land in his
name and take the remaining
sum of Rs 10 lakh from him.

He alleged that Ubaid and
others opted for dilly-dallying
tactics and gave him a cheque
of Rs 22 lakh, saying they did
not want to sell the land.

“In the meantime, Igbal
was appointed as the minister
in the erstwhile SP govern-
ment, and I was threatened for
insisting on registration of the
land,” he said. Mehrotra said he
inquired about the land and
was told by the villagers that the
accused had grabbed lands in
different localities in the city
where they had opened show-
rooms and garments shops.

Mehrotra said he decided
to encash the cheque given by
Ubaid even though he had
suffered a major financial set-
back in the deal. “However, the
cheque was dishonoured
by the bank,” he said. Mehrotra
said he feared being killed at
the hands of Igbal, Azmat
and Ubaid.

In another case,
Dharmendra Maurya of
Krishna Nagar lodged a case
against an wunidentified
accused, alleging that the latter
withdrew Rs 4,500 from his
bank account. He further said
that he had his ATM card
with him and the accused
cloning to withdraw money
from his account.

city

Women performing puja before breaking Karwa Chauth fast on Sunday
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Covid-19: Focused testing
begins for second time

SHARMILA KRISHNA B
LUCKNOW

ocused testing has begun

for coronavirus in Lucknow
for the second time to ensure
effective surveillance during
the festive period of Diwali and
Chhath. District Surveillance
Officer Dr Milind Wardhan
said focused testing for Covid
was carried out for the first
time from October 11 to 15,
and it would now be conduct-
ed till November 2, as per the
calendar provided by the state
government.

On October 24 (Sunday),
the focused testing was carried
out in jails, including tempo-
rary jails, juvenile homes, Nari
Niketan and old age homes,
and samples of the staff and
inmates were collected.

On October 25, the
focused testing will be carried
out in government establish-
ments, including the offices
where there is a possibility of
the presence of interstate trav-
ellers. On October 26, the
focus areas will be malls where
lift operators, security staff,
shop-owners, etc will be test-
ed. However, customers will
not be tested in the mall.

On October 27,
auto/tempo drivers, bus drivers
conductors and rickshaw-
pullers will be tested. On
Qctober 28, the focus areas will
be weekly markets and rural
markets.

On October 29, shops sell-
ing electrical goods, utensils,
vehicles etc will be surveilled
while on October 30, closed
campuses will be targeted.

On October 31, focused
testing will be carried out in
the sarrafa markets while on
November 1, sweet shops and
places of worships will be sur-
veilled. In the places of wor-
ship, cleaning staff, priests,
guides and nearby market staff
will be tested. On November 2,
the focus will be on cracker
markets, vendors and sculp-
tors.

Dr Wardhan said they
have found only Delta variants
in the genome sequencing car-
ried out in Lucknow so far.

Meanwhile, secretary of
Organised Medicine Academic
Guild Dr Ishwar Gilada said
there appears to be a lull in the
Covid storm across the coun-
try. “Only West Bengal and
Odisha have witnessed some
hike, possibly after Durga Puja

but the numbers are low;” he
pointed out.

He said that the corona
infection was controlled in
Uttar Pradesh but there was a
need to vaccinate more people.

He said if there was no
new variant of the virus, it
would become endemic after
three to four months. “Tt means
that it will show in some pock-
ets of the state while the other
pockets will remain unaffact-
ed,” he explained.

However, he pointed out
that the Delta plus variant was
leading to a increase in the
cases in the UK. “Since the
world is a global village, the
variant can pass from one
country to another and hence
it is difficult to say when the
world will become Covid-free;”
he added.

Dr Gilada said that glob-
ally, 77 percent vaccination was
required for the world and
African countries were being
supported in a major way by
India. “It is still important to
wear masks and of all the con-
tainment methods, masking up
is the easiest. There should be
some enforcement and regu-
lation to see that people mask
up,” he added.

Doctors

Lucknow (PNS): The depart-
ment of Radiodiagnosis, King
George’s Medical University,
hosted a CME on ‘Advances in
MRT on Sunday and it featured
notable speakers from across the
country. According to Dr Neera
Kohli, the CME was organised
with a view to updating the radi-
ologists in newer applications of
MR, especially in foetal brain,
and infant brain, adult heart and
lung MRI were discussed.
Techniques to reduce time in
MRI with reduced noise were
also discussed.

KGMU Vice-Chancellor Dr

discuss advances in MRI

Bipin Puri highlighted the
remarkable technological
advances in MRI. He underlined
how it began with NMR and
progressed to modern MRI,
which is transforming patient
management. Guest speaker Dr
Pricilla Joshi spoke on foetal
MRI and how it is affecting
management with a focus on
fetal brain MRI

Dr Anit Parihar discussed
the role of artificial intelligence
and machine learning in radiol-
ogy. Dr Durgesh Dwivedi talked
about some of the most recent
advances in quantitative perfu-

sion MRI in the assessment of
tumor angiogenesis. He also
touched upon how radio
genomics, compressed sensing,
and parallel imaging have made
it possible to do rapid imaging
and help in early cancer detec-
tion. Dr Aneesh Mohimen dis-
cussed MR imaging of infant
brain while Dr Gaurav Raj
addressed the recent advances in
MRI in rectal cancer. The other
speakers were Dr Samarendra
Narayan, Dr Vaishali Upadhyaya,
Dr Neeraj Jain and Dr Swish K
Singh who discussed various
pertinent topics. A quiz was also

organised and the winners (Dr
Tanya, Dr Krishna and Dr
Reetinder) were awarded. Several
moderators such as Dr Samarjeet
Bhadury, Dr Ashutosh Dave, Dr
Prakash Lalchandani, Dr Samir
Gandhi, Dr Sunil Kumar, Dr
Manoj Kumar, Dr Saikat
Bhattacharya, Dr Abhishek
Chauhan and Dr Sachin
Khanduri presided over different
scientific sessions. The confer-
ence was attended by a number
of residents from RMLIMS,
SGPGIMS, ERA’s Medical
College and Hospital, and
attended by several radiologists.

Police conducting a vehicle checking drive at Natha crossing in Lucknow on

Sunday
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Kher, Badshah to perform at Deepawali Mela

PNS B LUCKNOW

Singers Badshah and Kailash
Kher will be performing at
the ‘Deepawali Mela® being
organised by Nagar Nigam
and district administration
from October 28 to
November 2 at Jhulelal
Park.

Municipal Commissioner
AK Dwivedi said that under
the main cultural pro-
grammes, the main attrac-
tion would be a laser show,
Gomti aarti and ‘phoolon ki
Holi’ by Geetanjali Sharma on
October 28. Comedians Raju
Srivastava and Sunil Pal will
perform at the ‘Comedy nite’

on October 29. Kailash Kher
will perform at the ‘Spiritual
nite’ on October 30, Badshah
at the ‘Bollywood nite’ on
October 31 and Malini
Awasthi at the ‘Folk nite’ on
November 1. There will be a
‘Kavi  Sammelan’” on
November 2 while one lakh
diyas made from cow dung
will be lighted on the banks of
the river on November 3.
Dwivedi said that the
street vendors would be pro-
vided a platform to sell their
wares and it would be spe-
cially designated for them.
He said there would be vari-
ous activities like entertain-
ment and cultural pro-

grammes to attract the
crowds.

In a meeting with the
Town Vending Committee, it
was decided that there will be
800 stalls of 100 vendors from
each zone under Nagar Nigam
and the stalls will be selected
through coordination of the
zonal officers so that the max-
imum vendors can benefit.

The stalls will be put up
for the work being done for
the welfare of street vendors,
such as the PM Swanidhi,
registration under Labour
department and stalls of banks
for procuring loans. A special
campaign will be held on
pilot basis for digital boarding.

Contractor looted

Lucknow (PNS):
Unidentified miscreants loot-
ed Rs 28,000, a bike and a
mobile phone from a con-
tractor in Mohanlalganj on
Saturday evening. Rajaram
of Corona village in the area
was passing via a forest cover
in the area on his way back
home when he was attacked
with sticks by two masked
miscreants.

As per Rajaram, the mis-
creants looted the cash and
mobile from him. “They
forcibly took the bike and
sped off towards Sisendi
road,” he alleged. He further
said he tried chasing the mis-
creant taking help from a
biker, but in vain. He added

that the police found the last
location of his looted phone
in Mati village in the area. He
said the police asked him to
give another complaint. He
alleged that some cops who
helped him in writing anoth-
er complaint messed up the
content and it was presented
as a theft case. However, on
Saturday, a video showing
Rajaram complaining about
the police went viral in social
media groups.

Inspector Deenanath
Mishra rubbished the allega-
tions and said the case of theft
was registered in the light of
content given in the com-
plaint and the police were
working on the case.

Stress on pausing and cleaning

PNS B LUCKNOW

he Central Institute for

Subtropical Horticulture
(CISH) organised a webinar
series under the aegis of
‘Special Swachhata Campaign.
CISH director Dr Shailendra
Rajan discussed the impor-
tance of pausing and cleaning
immediate environment in
order to contribute to the
restoration of ecological bal-
ance. Dr Neelima Garg deliv-
ered the first lecture on micro-

bial technologies for waste to
wealth conversion. She outlined
the methods for converting
fruit waste into a variety of
products with high economic
value.

The second speaker was Dr
HS Singh, who spoke on ‘Agro
ecosystem cleanliness - Do we
have alternative pesticides?’
He questioned the availability
of safe molecules that could
serve as an alternative to harm-
ful pesticides, as well as the use
of natural agro-ecosystem ser-

vices. Alternatives to chemicals
for pest management were dis-
cussed, beginning with inno-
vations at the level of govern-
ment-funded organisations and
farmers’ fields. Many simple
cultural methods can reduce
pest population, resulting in a
significant reduction in the
quantity and frequency of
insecticides used on the crop.
Several botanicals have been
identified as potential pesticide
alternatives, but finding them
on the market is difficult.

Several pests, such as mealybug
on papaya, have been intro-
duced into the Indian cultiva-
tion system as a result of care-
lessness when importing the
material.

Many institutions are
working on integrated pest
management (IPM) practices,
but farmers are not adopting
them because they do not pro-
vide the same benefits as organ-
ic produce. Because their prod-
ucts are mostly non-organic,
they don't have to worry about

immediate environment

crop loss from non-chemical
pest control methods, the
speakers said. Dr Rajan stated
it is necessary to make IPM
technology sustainable, which
can only be accomplished if
farmers receive better returns
for their produce by using pes-
ticide alternatives. He said that
there should be a price differ-
ence between organic and con-
ventionally produced prod-
ucts. “The concept of a family
farmer may be useful in ensur-
ing the long-term viability of

IPM. Consumer-farmer rela-
tionships can help you get a
better price for IPM technolo-
gy adoption as well as produce
safe fruits and vegetables.
Incentives such as paying a
higher price for IPM products
will encourage low-input farm-
ing and pave the way for pes-
ticide alternatives. Farmers’
livelihood will improve as a
result, and more research into
alternative pest management
methods will begin. As IPM
technologies become more

widely adopted, more research
will be conducted, resulting in
new start-ups and entrepre-
neurs. Many start-ups could
spring up in urban areas of big
cities like Delhi and Lucknow
to produce vegetables using
alternative methods. Start-ups
will be concerned not only with
production but also with the
supply chain and market posi-
tion. By utilising available pub-
lic infrastructure and man-
power, businesses can start up
and create jobs,” he said.
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GM Anjali Goyal, along with officers, at a newly-produced WAG9 loco at BLW in Varanasi.

BLW registers 61.5 pc
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Under the leadership of
General Manager (GM)
Anjali Goyal, Banaras
Locomotive Works (BLW) is
constantly touching new
heights. Despite the corona
pandemic, BLW is fulfilling the
target given by the Railway
Board in loco production with
the continued sincere efforts of
the officers and employees fol-
lowing the Covid protocol.

This achievement is commend-
able as even though BLW
employees were severely affect-
ed by the corona as about 25
per cent of them infected pos-
itive in the second wave of
COVID-19, all activities were
done with 50 per cent of
employee capacity. Despite
these adverse circumstances,
BLW has produced 64 more
locomotives, registering a 61.5
per cent increase between April
and September last in compar-

ison to the same corresponding
months last year. Not only
this, about 98 per cent indige-
nous equipment has been used
in the loco production,
responding to the Prime
Minister's Self-Reliant India
Mission apart from helping
the MSME and domestic man-
ufacturing sector a lot.
Besides, in response to the
world's largest free Covid vac-
cination campaign in which the
country has already crossed

growth

remarkable 100-crore vacci-
nation mark, BLW with the
support of its medical team also
set a new record by administer-
ing more than 1,23,000 vaccine
doses, which is the highest in
a single centre in Varanasi. This
record is unique in itself, which
shows the dedication of the
doctors, officers and employees
of BLW towards the general
public. In this campaign, spe-
cial facilities of vaccination are
being provided for elderly,
pregnant women and special-
ly handicapped under the
supervision of specialist doc-
tors of BLW.

Not only this, in response
to the Rail Kaushal Vikas
Yojana (RKVY) launched by
Minister of Railways Ashwini
Vaishnav on September 17 last,
to help the local youth get
skilled and employable indus-
try-based training through rail-
way training institutes in which
a total of 50,000 youths will be
trained in the next three years
through 75 Railway training
institutes across the country,
BLW has been designated as
the nodal agency for making
the syllabus and evaluation
process for training.

In this direction, BLW has
already distributed toolkits and
certificates to the first batch
trained in four technical
trades (Electrician, Fitter,
Machinist and Welder) after
completing training on
October 13 last.

Followers of Ravi Das

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M VARANASI

Accusing the district admin-
istration and implementing
agency for not sticking to its
promise to preserve and beau-
tify the Sri Guru Ravidas
Chabutra Panchayati, the fol-
lowers of the great Saint Ravi
Das on Sunday took out a
march from Maidagin to
Chowk demanding, ‘The dis-
trict administration should
make ensure its beauty by
preserving its original exis-
tence’

The followers of Guru Ravi
Das gathered at Sri Guru Ravi
Das Pratham Updesh Sthal in
Maidagin and took out a march
under the banner of Sri Guru
Ravi Das Aitihasik Sthal
Bachao Sangharsh Samiti
which culminated at Sri Guru
Ravi Das Chabutra Panchayati
Chowk in Chowk.

Acharya/Seer of Sri Guru

Guru Ravidas followers taking out a procession in Varanasi on Sunday.
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Ravi Das Janm Sthan
Mandir/Ashram,
Seergoverdhanpur Bharat
Bhushan Das charged that the
officers in the district admin-
istration and implementing
agency had assured of preserv-

ing and beautifying the
Chabutra when the building of
the followers of Guru Ravi
Das were acquired for the
Kashi Vishwanath Corridor
but the officers concerned did
not stick to its promise.

take out march

What about to say to pre-
serve the Chabutra or make its
beautification, the attempts
were made to destroy its exis-
tence, the followers charged
adding that the PM, the
Governor, the CM and senior
administrative officers were
apprised of it but none paid
attention towards this.

The attempt of the imple-
menting agency to end the exis-
tence of this Chabutra which is
sacred for them and moreover
the deaf ear paid by the officers
and others have caused the
resentment among the follow-
ers of Guru Ravi Das, the seer
said and urged the CM and
officers to ensure the preserva-
tion and beautification of the
sacred Chabutara.

Prominent among those
who joined the march includ-
ed Mohan Das, Vidhi Bhushan
Das, Kamal Das Brahmchari
and Ram Vilash.

Restoration of Assi, Varuna discussed

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M VARANASI

he two-day 2nd

International Conference
on the theme ‘Talks of the
Tributaries: Rivers Varuna and
Assi in the middle Ganga Basin’
concluded in a hybrid (virtual
as well as physical) mode at
Annie Besant Lecture Theatre
on Saturday in collaboration
with the Department of Civil
Engineering, Indian Institute of
Technology (Banaras Hindu
University), National Mission
for Clean Ganga (NMCQG),
Unnat Bharat Abhiyan, C-
Ganga, IC-IMPACTS and 2030
Water Resource Group (2030
WRG). It was participated by
experts from the IITs of
Roorkee, Delhi, Kanpur,
Guwahati apart from MNNIT
Allahabad, NIT Patna,

MMMUT Gorakhpur, BBAU
Lucknow, RMLAU Ayodhya
and REC Azamgarh. The inter-
national experts from France,
Australia, Canada, Israel,
Thailand, South Korea etc were
also involved. All stakeholders
including government depart-
ments, NMCG, State Mission
for Clean Ganga (SMCQG),
Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB), State Pollution
Control Board (SPCB),
National Research Institutes
such as NEERI, Municipal
agencies like MGNREGA,
Irrigation department (UP)
and civil society representatives
took part. The broad social and
environmental aim of the con-
ference was to seek national
and international expert advice
and finalise a practical course
of action to restore the health
of two tributaries, rivers Varuna

and Assi in middle Ganga
Basin near Varanasi. As a first
step towards the larger objec-
tive, two ghats including
Shashtri ghat (on Varuna) and
Sankat Mochan ghat (on Assi)
have been selected and pro-
posed to be developed for
bathing purposes.

During the conference, the
speakers said that it is extreme-
ly important to identify the
major pollution issues in
Varuna and Assi rivers and
involve them in rejuvenation
activities. For this the causative
critical data for pollution, facts
and figures need to be matched
and analysed. Speakers said
that ideas/ proposals/ concepts
would be invited from both
domestic and international
experts to learn about tools,
approaches to clean rivers
across the world that can be

applied to these tributaries.
Along with this, assessment of
new and contemporary tech-
nologies is also necessary for
the rejuvenation of rivers.

In the conference, Rajiv
Ranjan, Director General,
NMCG, Ministry of Jal Shakti
told about the programmes of
NMCG. Prof Harvey PJ, CNRS,
France expressed concern for
the health of the rivers and
expressed their desire to work
together. GPS Rathore,
Chairman, UPPCB discussed
the work being done towards
cleanliness in river Varuna.
The convenor of the pro-
gramme was Prof PK Singh
and the co-convenors Dr
Anurag Ohri and Dr Shishir
Gaur. The guests were wel-
comed by Prof PKS Dixit, head
of the Department of Civil
Engineering, IIT (BHU).

Malini gives musical tribute to ‘Guru’ Girja Devi

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M VARANASI

he  music festival

'Pushpanjali’, being organ-
ised in three cities dedicated to
the famous vocalist Padma
Vibhushan late Girija Devi,
had a grand opening on
Saturday evening at Rudraksh
Convention Centre here.
Padmashree Malini Awasthi,
senior disciple of Girija Devi
and her favorite accompanist,
along with senior artistes Pt
Kameshwar Nath Mishra
(tabla) and Pt Dharmanath
Mishra (harmonium) inaugu-
rated the ceremony by lighting
the lamp.

While remembering her
Guru at the ceremony, Malini
Awasthi, a well-known folk
singer, said that she was blessed
visiting the soil where the great
artist was born and expressed
her happiness participating in
the being organised on the eve
of death anniversary of Girja
Devi alias Appaji. According to
her, the event was scheduled to
be held on May 8 last year on
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Malini Awasthi paying musical tributes to her Guru Girja Devi at Rudraksh in Varanasi on Saturday evening.
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Appaji's birth anniversary but
due to the Corona crisis it
could not be organised on the
occasions last year and even
this year. She suggested organ-
ising Thumri Mahotsav every
year to revive the branch of
school popularised by Appaji
and in the memory of Ustad
Bismillah Khan, Sitara Devi,
Pandit Kishan Maharaj, Pandit
Gudai Maharaj and others.
While welcoming the par-
ticipants Tarun Raj gave

detailed views regarding the
event and the activities. He said
that 'Pushpanjali’ was organised
to pay homage to Girija Devi
and would also be organised in
Prayagraj and Lucknow on
October 27 and October 31
respectively. The programme
was conducted by Preetesh
Acharya.

In the programme, other
prominent disciple of Girija
Devi Mansi Majumdar
(Kolkata) also present her pro-

gramme apart from famous
singer of Rampur Sahaswan
Gharana Ustad Rashid Khan
(Kolkata), who also had a great
association with Girija Devi
during her stay in Kolkata and
in ITC Music Research Centre.
The artistes were supported by
Ram Kumar Mishra and Kuber
Mishra on tabla, Murad Ali on
sarangi, Armaan Khan accom-
panied in singing while Pandit
Dharmanath Mishra and Vinay
Mishra sang on harmonium.

Married women pray for the well-being of their husbands during the Hindu festival of Karva Chauth, inside a temple in Prayagraj on Sunday
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Investigation officer can't question rape victim
after her statement to magistrate; HC

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M ALLAHABAD

he Allahabad High Court

has held that once the vic-
tim/prosecutrix in a rape case
has recorded her statement
before the magistrate and it is
different from her statement
recorded before the investiga-
tion officer (I0), the IO cannot
interrogate her again and put
specific questions to her per-
taining to the two different ver-
sions given by her in the two
statements.

In such a situation, the IO
also cannot record her state-
ments and proceed with the
investigation further, the court
added.

In the matters in hand, the
prosecutrix/victim after giving

her statement under Section
161 of the Criminal Procedure
Code (CrPC) before the IO lev-
elling allegations of rape against
the accused, had changed her
version later in her statement
recorded under Section 164 of
the Code before the magistrate.

The IO then recorded the
statement of the
prosecutrix/victim again under
Section 161 of the Code and
put specific questions to her
with regards to the said varia-
tions in her statements and
recorded her answers to the
said questions.

Giving this judgement,
Justice Samit Gopal observed,
“The statement made by the
prosecutrix/victim under sec-
tion 164 of the Code before the

magistrate stands on a high
pedestal and sanctity during
the course of investigation
than that of her statement
recorded under section 161 of
the Code by the investigating
officer”

The court observed, “The
act of putting specific questions
pertaining to the variations in
the said two statements by the
investigating officer is viewed
with an impression of clearly
challenging the authority of a
judicial act. The IOs have clear-
ly exceeded their jurisdiction
by proceedings to investigate in
such a manner. The same
appears to be with a sole pur-
pose to frustrate the state-
ments recorded by a magis-
trate”

While deciding this specif-
ic point in its judgment dated
October 1, the court directed
the UP DGP to look into the
said new trend of investigation
and issue suitable guidelines so
that the sanctity and authority
of the judicial proceedings are
maintained and they should
not be frustrated by any act
done during investigation.

Besides, the court also
directed the Registrar
(Compliance) of this court and
the state government counsel to
communicate this order to the
DGP, UP, Lucknow for its com-
pliance and necessary action
within a period of one month
and submit a compliance
report within one week there-
after.

23 candidates arrested from SSC exam centre

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M ALLAHABAD

total of 23 candidates

appearing in the practical
skill test for stenographer post
conducted by the Staff
Selection Commission (SSC)
on Saturday, were arrested by
police after suspicion arose as
the faces of these candidates
did not match with the one
shown in the documents of the
prelims exam held for this
post in December 2020.

These candidates were
picked up by the police from
Abhay Memorial College under
Puramufti police station. An
FIR has been registered against
the arrested youths at
Puramufti police station and
the college authorities alleged
that those arrested are proxy
candidates.

According to SP Crime,
Ashutosh Mishra, the school

staff was conducting the check-
ing of the candidates during the
main or practical exams for the
post of stenographer recruited
by the SSC, and the authorities
noticed the discrepancy in the
photographs of the 23 candi-
dates. “The school authorities
informed us that during the
process of checking the creden-
tials of the candidates, the
school manager and magistrate
caught 23 such candidates
whose photos were not match-
ing from the documents of tier-
I (preliminary examination)
of the said exams,” said SP
Crime.

He further informed that
on the complaint of the prin-
cipal of the school, an FIR has
been lodged at the Puramufti
police station. Mishra also
informed that on being asked,
these 23 candidates claimed to
be genuine. However, what is

perplexing is that the candi-
dates claimed that they
were the actual candidates
and that those who had
appeared on their behalf in the
tier-I (written) test were the
impersonators from the solver
ang.

The candidates, however,
could not answer as to why
they didn’t raise the issue ear-
lier and brought this fact to
light only after the issue sur-
faced on the day of the practi-
cal exam. The police then
arrested the 23 candidates and
further investigation is under-
way to ascertain the credentials
of the candidates.

Apart from UP, the arrest-
ed youths hail from the neigh-
bouring state of Bihar. The
arrested accused include Ram
Prasad of Patna, Inderjit Kumar
Paswan, Saurabh Bhartia and
Shakeel. Apart from these,

Ramesh Kumar of Soraon,
Shyam Babu Yadav, Neeraj
Kumar, Sheel Madhur Pal,
Vivek Yadav and Amar Singh
of Nawabganj, Dhirendra
Yadav and Digyvijay Singh Patel
of Bahria, Pradeep Kumar and
Devraj of Phaphamau, Shravan
Kumar of Chitrakoot, Sachin of
Shivkuti Kumar, Devendra
Singh and Akhilendra Singh of
Sarainayat, Ravindra Pratap
Singh, Krishna Singh and Suraj
Kumar of Jhunsi, Ram
Abhilash of Mauaima and
Ravindra Kumar of Varanasi
have been arrested by the
police.

Police were also investigat-
ing the real identity of the
arrested accused, as well as
the address provided by
them. Police said that after
questioning all 23 candidates,
further course of action will be
taken.

Cong leader’s video goes viral
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The relationship between
senior Congress leader
Pramod Tiwari and the contro-
versy is increasing continu-
ously. In a fresh move, the con-
gress leader Pramod Tiwari,
named in the case of clash with
Bharatiya Janata Party MP
Sangam Lal Gupta at an event
in Pratapgarh last month has
commented that “Police ki aisi
ki taisi”. The video of his state-
ment is becoming quite viral on
the internet.

The video of former
Congress Rajya Sabha member
Pramod Tiwari's indecent

remarks on the police, who was
present during the departure
programme of Congress's
'Pratigya Yatra' in Varanasi on
Saturday went viral. Tiwari is
making indecent remarks for
the police in the video. It is not
clear where the video is from,
but in a conversation with one
of his supporters, it is coming
out of the mouth of the former
Rajya Sabha member that -
“Police ki aisi ki taisi”. He is say-
ing this twice.

Pramod Tiwari said that he
had gone to mourn the Verma
family located in Deum village
of Sangipur, Pratapgarh. Their
relatives started crying. The son

of the deceased said that the
police are not taking any action
in the matter. On this I said,
leave it like this. We do some-
thing by talking. I didn't tell this
to the police but asked for that
matter. This is not an insult, he
added.

Earlier, on September 25,
several cases were registered by
the police against Pramod
Tiwari and his daughter and
Rampur Khas MLA Aradhana
Mishra Mona after the assault
in the Garib Kalyan Mela held
at Sangramgarh block of
Pratapgarh.

Pramod Tiwari had also
gone to the Lucknow Bench of

the Allahabad High Court
regarding this matter, but the
FIR was not dismissed. Police
have registered five FIRs
against Congress leader
Pramod Tiwari, his MLA
daughter Aradhana Mishra
Mona and supporters. An FIR
was also registered on the day
of the incident. Apart from this,
the police have also registered
a case against 27 named and 50
unknown. Here the effect of the
ruckus that lasted for about an
hour lasted for two days. Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath took
cognizance of the incident.
After this, Lalganj CO
Jagmohan was suspended.

Cop suspended for protecting accused in Shine city scandal

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M ALLAHABAD

Action is being initiated
against police officers for
allegedly protecting the prime
accused and his associates in
the Shine City scandal of crores
of rupees here in Prayagraj. The
then Inspector of Civil lines
police station Ravindra Pratap
Singh has been placed under
suspension, while the same
recommendation has been
made against then investigation
officer Rajesh Kumar Singh
who is at present serving the
GRP. The Prayagraj DIG initi-
ated this step after reports that

the above police officers,
instead of arresting the accused,
provided all possible lease to
them, and they could not be
nabbed even after more than
one year of FIR against them at
Civil Lines police station.
Real estate traders Rashid
Naseem and Asif Naseem had
grabbed crores of rupees of the
investors in the name Shine
City project. An FIR had been
lodged against them with the
Civil Lines police station on
September 30, 2020 for this
fraud. Besides the above two
prime accused some more,
including Mohammad Jasim

Khan, Neeraj Srivastava, and
Javed Igbal had been named in
the FIR.

After registering the FIR,
investigation had been handed
over to the then Civil Lines
Police Out Post incharge Rajesh
Kumar Singh, but barring two,
the police did not lay its hand
on any of the prime accused for
reasons best known to Rajesh
Kumar Singh and Ravindra
Pratap Singh in this multi-crore
rupees fraud.

Seeing the attitude of the
Civil Lines police, the matter
was later handed over to the
crime branch, and now the

Economic Offence Wing has
also been involved to do justice.
The officers are now of the view
that the Civil Lines police kept
on extending opportunities to
the influential accused instead
of sending them behind the
bars.

YOUTH FOUND DEAD:
The body of a 28-year-old
youth was found in a pool of
blood near the boundary wall
of a brick kiln outside Kaima
village of Mohabbatpur Pinsa
area in the neighboring district
of Kaushambi. He was mur-
dered by a blow to the head
with a brick.
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/ika virus case detected in Kanpur,
preventive measures taken: CMO

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M KANPUR

Kanpur’s Chief Medical
Officer Dr Nepal Singh, on
Sunday, said a Zika virus case
had been detected on Saturday
and the sample of the identified
case had been sent to the King
George’s Medical University in
Lucknow for testing.

He said that 10 medical
teams had been rushed to the
area and preventive measures
had been taken, including
spraying of larvicidal in the
entire surrounding area.

The CMO said all efforts
were being made to ensure that
there was no spread of Zika
virus disease caused by a virus
transmitted primarily by Aedes
mosquitoes, which bite during
the day. He said as it was a vec-
tor-borne disease, preventive
measures were very important
and with the support of Kanpur

Nagar Nigam, cleanliness drive
had been carried out and
would be taken up in all the
affected areas of the city.

He said Zika virus was a
mosquito-borne flavivirus that
was antigenically and struc-
turally similar to the viruses
that caused dengue and its
infection was typically asymp-
tomatic but could cause fever,
rash, joint pain, or conjunc-
tivitis.

He cautioned that Zika
virus infection during preg-
nancy could cause serious birth
defect, eye abnormalities and a
number of developmental
impairments known as con-
genital Zika syndrome. He said
infection with Zika virus was
also associated with other com-
plications of pregnancy includ-
ing preterm birth and miscar-
riage.

The CMO said the golden

adage prevention is better than
cure was the thumb rule and
advised people to keep their
surrounding clean and use
mosquito repellent and not
allow water to stagnate around
their residences. He said this
was mainly due to the rise in
mosquitoes at the end of the
monsoon rains.

Dr Singh said during the
first week of infection, the
Zika virus was present in blood.
He said the symptoms include
fever, rash, conjunctivitis, joint
pain, retro-orbital pain,
headache and muscle pain.

He said the symptoms last-
ed between four and seven
days and most of the
infections were mild but severe
infection required hospitali-
sation.

He the government was
making every effort to protect
people from the vector-borne

disease and thus evidence-
based guidance for controlling
vectors and protecting
people against infection was
being carried out on a war foot-
ing.

He said the medical team
was also providing training on
clinical management, diagno-
sis and vector control with
support from doctors of the
prominent government hospi-
tal, especially those associated
with medical colleges. He said
the potent method was behav-
ioural change and for this the
medical team was trying to
improve public awareness so
that people could know how to
protect themselves and their
communities from such mos-
quitoes and other vectors. He
said access to water and sani-
tation was a very important fac-
tor in disease control and elim-
ination.

KDA forms panel to prepare records
of pending courts cases

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M KANPUR

Kanpur Development
Authority Vice Chairman
Arvind Singh has set up a
three-member committee to
prepare records of cases pend-
ing in different courts.

The committee will assist
in effectively pursuing the legal
cases to get the land vacated
from unauthorised possessions
of land mafias through the pro-
fessional partnership model
devised by the KDA.

At a meeting organised in
KDA on Saturday, Singh held
in-depth discussions with
senior lawyers and officers on
the implementation of the
PPM.

Addressing the partici-
pants, Singh said the legal
cases were pending in courts
for long for want of proper
records and in the absence of
proper legal action steps initi-
ated by the enforcement
department to get the KDA
land vacated from the unau-
thorised possession had failed
to get due success.

Besides, he said, due to

KDA VC Arvind Singh takes part in workshop with the laywers.

Pioneer

KDA's failure to produce prop-
er records of its properties in
the court, cases were decided in
favour of the opposite party.
Allahabad High Court
counsel Abhinav Krishna
Srivastava stressed the need for
conducting a survey of urban
ceiling lands jointly by the
KDA and the state government,
especially in areas where the
implementation of the devel-
opment authority’s projects

was being affected.

Singh said a lawyers' camp
would be organised in the
KDA on the fourth Saturday of
every month to discuss impor-
tant cases and prepare counter
replies after going through the
relevant files and records.

After the workshop, the
KDA vice chairman directed
the secretary to obtain attested
copies of the records relating to
the original khataunis of crop

years 1348, 1356 and 1359
from the Revenue Board, get
them scanned and keep them
in the safe custody of KDA.
This would greatly facilitate the
settlement of legal cases, he
said.

KDA secretary, additional
secretary, officer-in-charge of
Land Bank department, tehsil-
dar, law officer and other senior
officers were present in the
meeting.

BHU’s Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav
cycle yatra welcomed in Kanpur

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M KANPUR

Kanpur Divisional
Commissioner Dr Raj
Shekhar, while welcoming the
14-member NSS contingent
on Sunday, said this Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav cycle yatra
reflected the spirit of national-
ism especially when the nation
was celebrating the 75th year of
Independence.

He emphasised upon the
need of full commitment
towards goal of life and advised
that one should be vigilant in
deciding on€’s goal on the basis
of personal strengths and weak-
nesses.

It may be mentioned here
that to commemorate the 75th
year of Independence, Banaras
Hindu University has flagged
off a cycle yatra from BHU to
Rajghat in Delhi.

Dr Shekhar said this yatra
consisted of 14 NSS volunteers
of BHU led by Dr Bala
Lakhendra, the programme
coordinator, NSS BHU. The
cycle yatra started on October
17, 2021 and travelled to
Prayagraj, Kalakakar
(Pratapgarh), Rae Bareli
Lucknow, Kakori and Bithoor
before reaching Kanpur. He
said the yatra would culminate
at Rajghat in New Delhi on
October 31, which was known
as National Unity Day to com-
memorate birth anniversary
of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel.

The contingent consists of
volunteers hailing not only
from UP but also from Bihar,
Chhattisgarh and Jharkhand.
During the course of their
travel they interact with stu-
dents of various colleges, dis-
cuss with them the values of
freedom fighters and their con-
tribution to society. They also
spread awareness about dis-
carding the single use plastic to
make environment clean and
green.

Kanpur Divisional Commissioner, Dr Raj Shekhar welcomed the 14-member NSS contingent cycle yatra on Sunday. Pioneer

NSS State Liaison Officer
Anshumali Sharma also moti-
vated the volunteers to serve
the society in their own inter-
est.

Earlier Chhatrapati Shahu
Ji Maharaj University wel-
comed the ‘Cycle Yatra’ from
BHU Varanasi to Rajghat, New
Delhi, here on Saturday.

This “Yatra’ has been organ-
ised by the National Social
Services to support the Amrit
Ka Mahotsav organised by the
Union Ministry of Culture on
the eve of the 75th year of
India’s Independence. During
the journey, the NSS cyclists
intend to create awareness
among the youth about the
local brave heart’s of the Indian
Freedom Struggle in all colleges
and universities. The Cycle
Yatra started on October 17
and will end on November 3.

The chief Guest for wel-
coming the Cycle Yatra at the
university was the Minister of
State for Higher Education
Neelima Katiyar. Along with
that, NSS coordinator Dr KN
Mishra, CDC Dr RK Dwivedi
and volunteers of NSS and
students of the university were

also present to welcome the
cycling party.

In the welcome speech,
Katiyar said the participants
were not mere cyclists but a ray
of hope for the uplift of society
and country. She said that ser-
vice to others was an integral
part of Indian culture. Citing
the quote of Swami
Vivekananda that 'people
should give up worshipping
idols and worship Mother India
only', Katiyar said all should
start doing that now to eradi-
cate the evils of society and
make India a ‘Vishwaguru,
well deserved by it.

The cycle yatra is led by
Prof Bala Lakwinder of BHU,
who said that he had taken a
resolution on International
Day for the Eradication of
Poverty on October 17 to work
for removing poverty from
India.

He also wished to create
awareness about all those local
heroes who had been forgotten
with time during the span of
the journey and suggested that
the volunteers of this yatra
should meet as many youths as
possible and inspire them to

join the NSS to work for the
welfare of society. He also
praised CSJM University’s
efforts and cooperation to fur-
ther propagate the visions of
NSS.

To commemorate the
event, the university planted
saplings on the campus.

The convener of this event
was NSS coordinator Dr KN
Mishra and the vote of thanks
was proposed by CDC Dr RK
Dwivedi.

The event was also attend-
ed by Dr Anil Yadav, Dr Vivek
Sachan, Prof Sanjay Swarnkar,
Dr RP Singh, Dr BP Singh, Dr
Rashmi Gore and Dr Sandhya
Sharma.

The BHU students who are
part of this NSS 'Cycle Yatra'
are Rahul Kumar (Bihar),
Suryabhan Singh (UP),
Navneet Singh (UP), Manish
Kumar Sahu (Chhattisgarh),
Shubham Kumar (Bihar),
Upendhu Kumar (Bihar),
Manish Kumar Pandey
(Jharkhand), Nitish Kumar
Suman (Bihar), Abhishek
Kumar (UP), Divya Kumar
Pathak and Tushar Mohan
(Bihar).

CS an important
part of mgmt,

administration of
company: Gupta

Noted company secretary
and ex-member of region-

al council, Shashi Kant Gupta,
company secretary was an
intellectual and thus there was
no role of haste in profession
which could prove to be a blun-
der. He said first and foremost
was that the company secretary
had to remain always well
updated on the subject and
study each and every document
as keenly and possible.

Addressing a workshop,
Gupta said such programmes
were essential so that they kept
the company secretary updat-
ed on the frequent changes that
kept on occurring in the Act.

He said the company sec-
retary was an important part of
the management and adminis-
tration of the company and as
one was the legal representative
of a company, managed various
regulatory functions, such as
company incorporation, prepa-
ration and audit of adequate
business reports; filing of annu-
al returns; dealing with amend-
ed laws regularly, etc.

He said the company sec-
retary was also active as a
management consultant on the
company’s board of directors
and guided them in corporate
governance, strategic manage-
ment; project planning, capital
market and securities law.

Addressing the gathering
company secretary Manoj
Gupta said company secre-
taries were the building blocks
of companies and they must
carry their duties with reason-
able care. He said in addition
to the role as legal mentor,
company secretary must ensure
that all business processes com-
ply with all legal requirements
as failure to comply may result
in liability for wrong doing and
termination for dishonesty or
violation of the company’s legal
rights.

He said the major respon-
sibilities were to carry out the
incorporation procedure, like
validation of documents and
procedures used in registration,
ensuring the sending of regis-
tration data and its distribution
to the registrar, submission of
application for additional share
capital, monitoring data on
share certificates allotment and
keeping records of share war-
rant holders.

He said company secretary
was in fact a business promot-
er as the Companies Act grant-
ed them special rights to pro-
motion and incorporation of
companies and serving audit
and certification services; along
with signing the annual
returns. He said company sec-
retary acted as an auditor: to
ensure company discipline and
compliance with the law. He
said in addition to this the
company secretary acted as a
consultant for share issuance,
preparation of prospectus or
sales certificate, loan syndica-
tion and documentation.

Others present included
Gopesh Sahu, Manoj Yadav,
Dhruv Tandon, Vaibhav
Agnihotri, AK Katiyar and
many more.

Robot to protect,
monitor natural
gas soon

KANPUR (PNS): Very soon a
robot is going to take the
responsibility of protecting and
monitoring natural gas in the
country. Charging with gas
inside the pipeline, this 10 kg
robot will immediately issue an
alert to the monitoring centre
on any danger. It has been pre-
pared by the Mechanical
Engineering Department of
IIT Kanpur on the project of Rs
5 crore received from the Gas
Authority of India Limited
(GAIL). Running at a speed of
40 km per hour, this robot will
be capable of monitoring the
entire line of 1300 km. He will
complete this entire journey in
seven to eight days. In fact,
many times the leakage starts
when the gas pipeline bursts
and there is a situation of
chaos in the populated areas.
On receiving the information,
the team stops the gas supply
from the safety valve. To deal
with these situations, GAIL
took steps towards strength-
ening the security mechanism
and approached II'Ts. Professor
of Mechanical Engineering
Department of IIT Kanpur
Bishakh Bhattacharya and his
team designed the robot.
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Trains to he cancelled, diverted

CORRESPONDENT M GORAKHPUR

Due to operational difficulties caused by pos-
sible dense fog and bad weather, cancellation,
reduction in frequency and diversion of trains will be
done by the railway administration from December
1 to February 28, 2022, CPRO PK Singh said.

CANCELLATION

BARAUNI-AMBALA SPL: The 04534
Barauni-Ambala special to run from Barauni Jn
from December 4 to February 26, 2022, and the
04533 Ambala-Barauni special to run from Ambala
from December 6 to February 28 will remain cancelled.

ANVT-SMI SPL: The 14006 Anand Vihar
Terminus (ANVT) - Sitamarhi (SMI) special to run
from ANVT from December 1 to February 28 and the
14005 Sitamarhi-ANV'T special to run from Sitamarhi
from December 3 to March 2 will remain cancelled.

AF-LJN SPL: The 02180 Agra Fort (AF)-
Lucknow Jn (LJN) to runfrom Agra Fortand 02179
LJN-Agra Fort special to run from LJN will
remain cancelled from December 1 to February 28.

LJN-MTC SPL: The 01817 Lucknow Jn-
Meerut City (MTC)special train to run from
December 1 to February 28 and the 01818 Meerut
City-LJN to run from Meerut City from December
2 to March 1 will remain cancelled.

DBRG-LGH SPL: The 05909 Dibrugarh
(DBRG)-Lalgarh (LGH) special to run from
Dibrugarh from December 1 to February 28 and
the 05910 Lalgarh-Dibrugarh special to run
from Lalgarh from December 4 to March 3 will
remain cancelled.

ASR-JYG SPL: The 04674 Amritsar (ASR)-
Jayanagar (JYG) special to run from Amritsar from
December 3 to February 27 and the 04673
Jaynagar-Amritsar special to run from Jaynagar from
December 4 to February 28 will remain cancelled.

DBRG-CDG SPL: The 05903 Dibrugarh-
Chandigarh (CDG) special to run from Dibrugarh
from December 6 to February 28 and the 05904
CDG -Dibrugarh special to run from Chandigarh
from December 8 to March 2 will remain cancelled.

NTSK-ASR SPL: The 05933 New Tinsukia
(NTSK)-Amritsar special to run from New
Tinsukia from December 7 to February 22 and
05934 Amritsar-New Tinsukia special from
Amritsar from December 10 to February 25 will
remain cancelled.

ASR-LKU SPL: The 04684 Amritsar-Lal Kaun
special to runn from Amritsar and 04683 Lalkuan-
Amritsar special to run from Lalkuan from
December 4 to February 26 will remain cancelled.

ASR-GKP SPL: The 04924 Amritsar-
Gorakhpur special to run from Amritsar from
December 2 to February 24 and 04923 Gorakhpur-
Amritsar special to run from Gorakhpur from
December 3 to February 25 will remain cancelled.

REDUCTION IN FREQUENCY

DELHI-AMH SPL: The 02226 Delhi-Azamgarh
(AMH) special running daily from Delhi on
December 1,4, 8,11, 15, 18,22, 25 and 29, on January
1,5, 8,12, 15,19, 22, 26 and 29 and on February 2,
5,9,12, 16, 19, 23 and 26 will on every Wednesday
and Saturday twice a week remain canceled. The 02225
Azamgarh-Delhi special daily from Azamgarh
on December 2, 5, 9, 12, 16, 19, 23, 26 and 30, on
January 3, 6, 9, 13, 16, 20, 23, 27 and 30 and on
February 3,6, 10,13, 17, 20, 24 and 27 will on Thursday
and Sunday twice a week be remain cancelled.

SHC-NDLS SPECIAL: The 02553 Saharsa
(SHC)-New Delhi special train running daily from
Saharsa on December 7, 14, 21 and 28, on January
4,11, 18 and 25 and on February 1, 8, 15 and 22 on
Tuesday oncea week will remain cancelled. The 02554
New Delhi-Saharsa special running daily from New
Delhi on December 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29, on January
5,12, 19 and 26 and on February 2,9, 16 and 23 will
on Wednesday once a week will remain cancelled.

MFP-ANVT SPL: The 02557 Muzaffarpur-
ANVT special running daily from Muzaffarpur on
December 1, 8, 15,22 and 29, on January 5, 12, 19
and 26 and February 2, 9, 16 and 23 will on
Wednesdays once in a week will remain cancelled.
The 02558 ANV T-Muzaffarpur special train running
daily from ANVT on December 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30
and on January 6, 13, 20 and 27 and on February 3,
10, 17 and 24 will on Thursday once day a week remain
cancelled.

JYG-NDLS SPL: The 02561 Jaynagar-New Delhi
special running daily from Jaynagar on December 2,
9, 16, 23 and 30, on January 6, 13, 20 and 27 and
February 3, 10, 17 and 24 on Thursday once a week
will remain cancelled. The 02562 New Delhi-JYG spe-
cial running daily from New Delhi on December 3,
10, 17,24 and 31, on January 7, 14, 21 and 28 and on
February 4, 11, 18 and 25 on Friday once day a week
will remain cancelled.

BARAUNI-LJN SPL: The 05203 Barauni-
Lucknow Jn special running daily from Barauni on
December 7, 14,21 and 28, on January 4, 11, 18 and
25 and on February 1, 8, 15 and 22 will on Tuesday
once a week remain cancelled. The 05204 LJN-Barauni
special running daily from Lucknow on December
8, 15,22 and 29, on January 5, 12, 19 and 26, and on
February 2,9, 16 and 23 on Wednesday once a week
will remain cancelled.

RXL-ANVT SPL: The 05273 Raxaul-ANVT
special running daily from Raxaul on December 2,
9, 16,23 and 30, on January 6, 13,20 and 27 and on
February 3, 10, 17 and 24 once day a week on Thursday
will remain cancelled. The 05274 ANV T-Raxaul spe-
cial running daily from ANVT on December 3, 10,
17, 24 and 31, on January 7, 14, 21 and 28 and on
February 4, 11, 18 and 25 will remain cancelled on
Friday once a week.

GWL-BARAUNI SPL: The 04185 Gwalior
(GWL)-Barauni special running daily from Gwalior
on December 2,6,9,13,16,20,23,27 and 30, on January
3,6,10,13, 17, 20, 24, 27 and 31 and on February 3,
7,10,14,17,21,24 and 28 will twice a week on Monday
and Thursday remain cancelled. The 04186 Barauni-
Gwalior special running daily from Barauni on
December 3, 7th, 10, 14, 17, 21, 24, 28 and 31, on
January 4,07, 11, 14, 18,21, 25 and 28, and on February
1,4, 8, 11, 15, 18, 22 and 25 and March 1 will on
Tuesday and Friday twice a week remain cancelled.

DIVERSION

PATNA-KOTA SPL: The 03237/03239 Patna-
Kota special running from Patna on every Saturday,
Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
except Friday from December 1 to February 28 in place
of its scheduled route Kanpur-Tundla- Agra-Mathura-
Bharatpur, will be run via the diverted route i.e. Kanpur-
Farrukhabad-Kasganj-Mathura- Achhnera-Bharatpur.

KOTA-PATNA SPL: The 03238/03240 Kota-
Patna special running from Kota on every Sunday,
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday except Saturday from December 1 to
February 28 in stead of its scheduled route Bharatpur-
Mathura-Agra-Tundla- Kanpur, will be run by
being diverted via Bharatpur-Achhnera-Mathura-
Kasganj-Farrukhabad-Kanpur-Lucknow.

TWO PAIRS OF TRAINS CANCELLED

Due to the rail line between Bhirakheri-Palia
Kalan stations of Lucknow division of NER being
damaged by water of Sharda river as a result of heavy
rains the following two pairs of trains will remain
cancelled for about 12 days or till the water level
recedes, CPRO PK Singh said. Consequently the
05361 Bahraich-Mailani (MLN) unreserved spe-
cial to run from Bahraich, the 05362 Mailani-
Bahraich unreserved special to run from Mailani,
05357 Bahraich-Nepalganj Road unreserved spe-
cial train to run from Bahraich and the 05358
Nepalganj Road-Bahraich unreserved special
train to run from Nepalganj Road will remain
cancelled till November 2.

12 cases disposed of

CORRESPONDENT M MIRZAPUR

The Thana Samadhan Diwas organised at all
15 police stations of the district on Saturday
in which 12 cases out of 87 were disposed of.
DM PK Laxkar and SP AK Singh jointly held
meetings at Madihan and Dehat Kotwali police
station. At Madihan the DM reached on 10.40
am, found 30 lekhpals absent, directed the offi-
cial concerned to withhold their one day salary

and issue show cause notices to submlt clarlﬁ—
cation within three days. To check the quality
of disposal of case of last Thana Samadhan Divas
the DM randomly made a call to an applicant
who told that till date no official had visited the
spot. The DM directed the official concerned to
take action against the team which had to dis-
pose of the case. At Katra Kotwali police station
ADM (F&R) and CO city held the meeting, at
Vindhyachal police station it was held by city
magistrate Vinay Kumar Singh. At Dehat
Kotwali out of two applications only one could
be disposed of on the spot, at Lalganj police sta-

tion out of seven only one could be disposed of
while at Jamalpur police station out of four, three
cases could be disposed of.

Meanwhile the DM while presiding over the
district level Shram Bandhu meeting at the
Collectorate on Saturday said mere registration
of labourers of unorganised sector was not suf-
ficient but it is the need of the hour that we ben-
efit them with government welfare schemes. He
said the departments through which registra-
tion was not as per target get help of other
departments and achieve it. ALC Suvigya Singh
said ¥5,00,70,290 had been deposited under UP
Bhawan Evam Sannirman Karmkar Kalyan
Adhiniyam which was 48.60 per cent of the
financial year 2021-2022. The meeting was also
attended by CMO Dr PD Gupta, deputy com-
missioner, industries, VK Chaudhary and oth-
ers. Meanwhile at a meeting held at Collectorate
the DM directed the officials concerned to com-
plete all arrangements at Deepawali Mela venue
timely. He said as per government’s decision
Deepawali fairs will be organised at one place
in urban areas of the district. Such fairs will start
from October 28 and conclude on the Diwali day
in evening, he said. Shops of those items pro-
duced under different government schemes like
NRLM, Khadi Gramodyog, Industries depart-
ment etc will be also set up. The entire arrange-
ments were to be done by Nagar Palikas in coor-
dination with other agencies concerned. For
Mirzapur city the venue was decided at GIC
which was inspected by DM and other officials.

Sacrifices of martyrs remembered

CORRESPONDENT I SONBHADRA

Police Shaheed Smriti Diwas
parade was organised in |
Central Industrial Security
Force (CISF) unit VSTPP, j
Vindhyanagar, in memory of
police personnel martyred |
while performing their duty
during the past one year i.e.
September 1, 2020, to August
31,2021. All Force members and guests present
there while remembering the martyred police
personnel paid floral tribute to them. Thereafter
a two minute silence was observed for the peace
of their souls. The parade was organised under
the leadership of Senior Commandant, CISF
unit, VSTPP Vindhyanagar, Jai Prakash Azad.
On the occasion the senior commandant
remembered the sacrifices of the martyred police
personnel. Executive Director of NTPC

e

S Vindhyachal A%

% Sudarshan Babu was
~ the chief guest at the
~| parade. General Manager
(Operations and
Maintenance) Somesh
Bandyopadhyay, Chief

* 1 General Manager (CGM)

‘i SSC, Vipan Kumar,

= Assistant Commandants
P | SV Reddy and Ajit Toppo,

senior officers of NTPC Vindhyachal management,
IB/CISF officers, subordinate officers and jawans
attended the Police Shaheed Smriti Diwas.
Chairperson of Suhasini Sangh, K Aruna Jyoti, chair-
person (Sanrakshika) Kavita Azad, general secre-
tary (Sanrakshika) Sita Mahalakshmi were also
present. From September 1, 2020, to August 31
this year a total of 377 police force members were
martyred in the country, out of which eight mem-
bers of CISF are also included.



- LUCKNOW | MONDAY | OCTOBER 25, 2021

www.dailypioneer.com
facebook.com/dailypioneer | @TheDailyPioneer | instagram.com/dailypioneer/

PAPER WITH PASSION

New Kashmir

Amit Shah has extended his hand; it’s

now time for the youth to reciprocate
U nion Home Minister Amit Shah is on his first visit to Kashmir after the abrogation

of Article 370. From his point of view, he pressed all the right buttons on his first

day in Srinagar. He wants calm in the region that is like a becalmed ship in the
last two years. Shah kicked off the visit by chairing a security meeting. Two aspects of
the Valley’s disquiet were jarring: Continuing violence despite heavy security presence
and radicalisation of local youth. The Minister was worried that the unending violence
was undoing the Government’s efforts to stabilise the situation. He was probably told
in return that with the terrorists targeting ordinary individuals, it was difficult to give pro-
tection to every citizen. The toll has already crossed 30. Shah later interacted with peo-
ple at the Raj Bhavan, addressed youth and visited the house of a slain police officer.
His wife was given a Government job. As outreaches go, the visit is a serious outreach
campaign of the Centre in Kashmir by the Home
Minister himself. It comes at a time when recent vio-
lence is threatening to stall Delhi’s attempts at rap-
prochement, the usual pressures from the internation-
al community and the snide remarks from Pakistan.
The Government would not want the ongoing exer-
cise of constituency delimitation to be delayed. It has
perhaps set an agenda for itself wherein the constituen-
cies would first be subjected to delimitation, favour-
ing the Jammu region as Kashmir complains or rec-
tifying its under-representation as Jammu counters,
after which elections would be held.

The formation of the next Government will reveal which region has an edge and
that may determine future State politics. Like he announced in the Parliament, Shah
also said in Srinagar that the return of statehood would be taken up thereafter. The
Government is of the view that the Kashmiri youth should be persuaded to join the
national mainstream as the region returns to a new normal. Nearly 70 per cent of the
State’s population is under the age of 35. Shah said he was in Srinagar to make friends
with the Kashmiri youth, assuring them of all help for education, employment and devel-
opment. It is not yet known how these youth have reacted to the Home Minister’s per-
suasion. That is the key. They are being asked to forget all of the past and embrace a
“new era in Kashmir”. The “era” was brought in on the back of decisions like the inter-
net ban and curfew that were necessary to foil a plot to provoke Kashmiris, as the
Home Minister explained. Tourism is flourishing and there is no curfew now, he said,
even as Srinagar was enveloped in one of the toughest security blankets with the use
of drone cameras, detention of hundreds of people, including youth, and seizure of
hundreds of motorcycles in preparation for the Minister’s visit. Shah amplified his aspi-
rations in earnest. It is up to the aspirations of the youth to match his.

Women perform rituals to celebrate Karva Chauth, in Jammu AP

Under fire

"The Oppn is sharpening its claws to take
on the BJP, especially in Punjab and Goa
The BJP is coming under increasingly ferocious attack from various quarters

ahead of next year’s Assembly elections in five States. The ruling party at

the Centre has its Government in UP, Uttarakhand and Goa and is a govern-
ing alliance partner in Manipur while Punjab currently has the Congress Government
at the helm. In Punjab’s politics, there is a lot of churning going on, especially in
the Congress. Going into the elections, it is one of
the few States where the beleaguered party is still
considered to be on a better footing than its rivals.
The open, long-drawn power struggle between
Navjot Singh Sidhu and then Chief Minister Capt
Amarinder Singh has not really done the Congress
any good turn. Following the acrimonious duel, the
party high command was forced to opt for Dalit
leader Charanjit Singh Channi as the Chief Minister.
All eyes are now on the leadership to see how the
forced change and the sulking Captain affect its for-
tunes: Will it manage to retain power despite the
bad blood within and anti-incumbency, or whether the AAP will concretise its hold
or if the BJP will turn out to be the dark horse?

According to poll pundits, the BJP faces a tough competition only in Punjab
and is set to romp home comfortably in the other four States. However, there is
a silent storm brewing against it over the coastal horizon of Goa, too. While TMC
supremo Mamata Banerjee has since July’s ‘Martyrs’ Day’ event started making
an outreach to the electorate there, her nephew and TMC national general secre-
tary Abhishek Banerjee has now made a shriller pitch for the party’s all-out debut
in Goa, saying they will register a win in the State. The AAP is also pulling out all
the stops in both Punjab and Goa to fulfil Arvind Kejriwal’s aspiration to go nation-
al. However, all said and done, the impact of the BJP’s mammoth poll machinery
can’t be underestimated, whenever it starts rolling full throttle. There already is
speculation in the media that Goa Chief Minister Pramod Sawant may be replaced
soon for the party to contest the election on a clean slate. Besides, hundreds of
the RSS cadres have fanned across the State and are working silently to ensure
that the BJP stages a comeback. Time will tell which party’s calculations hit the
bull’'s-eye at the hustings.

Educate to achieve
attitudinal changes <2

.,

The NEP 2020 recommends the integration of academic and vocational
knowledge, which indicates the impact of Gandhian education philosophy

he strength and resilience
of Indian democracy
receive widespread appre-

ciation. For the outside
world, it is amazing that a Prime
Minister loses House confidence
by one vote, and accepts it with-
out even asking for a recount. But
the fading away of the
Independence struggle-genera-
tion has led to severe erosion of
values, the impact of which is vis-
ible all around. The violence and
murder in Lakhimpur Kheri,
lynching of a young Dalit person
in Rajasthan and the barbaric
killing of a young man at the
Singhu border are among the
instances of avoidable loss of life
in a civilised society. Is it not a
shame that blatant discrimination
is practised even in ex gratia pay-
ment to victims? This is not the
democracy that MK Gandhi and
numerous other luminaries fought
for. Selfish motives, shortsighted
goals and vested interests are
denting Indias image globally.
Gandhi found everything in India
attractive as “India has everything
that a human being with highest
aspirations could aspire for”. He
found India “fitted for religious
supremacy of the world’, and
that India is a karmabhumi, nota
bhogbhumi. He was convinced
that India’s mission was different
from that of others.

On October 20, 1927, he said
about Hindu dharma: “I have
found it to be the most tolerant of
all religions known to me. Its free-
dom from dogma makes a forcible
appeal to me inasmuch as it gives
the votary the largest scope for
self-expression. Not being an
exclusive religion, it enables the
followers of that faith not merely
to respect all the other religions,
but also to admire and assimilate
whatever may be good in other
faiths” Gandhi did not mean that
“everything in India that attract-
ed” him included abhorrent prac-
tices like untouchability, dowry,
child marriages, and much more.
Heloved India, its diversity, its cul-
ture, and lamented its downfall
over the centuries because of for-
eign invaders and internal defi-
ciencies. He was very clear in his
priorities for resurgence of a new
India: Education for all, dignity for
all. As one goes through his writ-
ings that indicate his vision for
India, political freedom was only

one of the steps towards a new
democratic India; freedom
from hunger, poverty and ill-
health was the prerequisite in
the march towards equality,
transparency, brotherhood and
human dignity. His was a
unique endeavour, the essence
of which could be compre-
hended in that immortal sen-
tence: “My life is my message”

This was the level of trans-
parency he had set for those
who were to take over the reins

SADLY, NO EFFORT

of power after India’s WAS MADE TO
Independence. He preached
only what he could practice. BRING FORTH
His approach, as is well known
by now, attracted global inter- A MODEL OF
est only because he became a EDU C ATI ON

unique example of courage,
bravery and commitment to
conviction. Billions the world
over were convinced during his

ROOTED IN INDIAN
CULTURE AND, AT

lifetime that onlythe Gandhian THE SAME T”VlE,
vy ould et mankind - COMMITTED TO
clutches of distrust, bigotry, NEW KNOWLEDGE.
racism, caste prejudices, terror-

ism, fundamentalism and THIS FORMULATION
much more that jeopardised WOULD BE
the very human existence. The

global foundation for a world COMPLETE WHEN
of peace was to be laid in the SYNCHRONISED
pragmatic implementation of

the universalisation of educa- WITH GANDHI’S
tion which, Gandhi thought, WRITINGS

was the only ray of hope for the
suffering masses. The Hind
Swaraj he penned in 1909 is
now being perused with much

more respect and sincerity.
Violence must totally van-
ish from Gandhi’s land. One is
convinced that the solution
lies in reverting to Gandhi
and re-articulating his thoughts
in the current idiom. While
those in power have the oblig-
ation to find immediate solu-
tions, the long-term strategy
must focus on education, right
from the early days to univer-
sities. Attitudinal transforma-
tion can be possible only
through Gandhian vision, the
essence of which he had pre-
sented to the nation in the
‘Basic Education, which he
thought was his most signifi-
cant contribution. Why Gandhi
was so enamoured by this
idea? He wanted education to
draw the best out of “head,
hand and heart” This, he
thought, was the best way to
transform a lay learner into a
full-grown personality. It is
indeed laudable that with liter-
acy below 20 per cent at
Independence, India is touch-
ing 80 per cent and, that too,
when population growth has
been more than three times. It
has also led to certain aberra-
tions in teaching and learning,
most prominent being the con-
centration on “head”, and near-
total neglect of “hand and
heart”. The consequences are
before us. The 75-year experi-
ence must put the system on
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Al CAN'T TRKE OVER JOURNALISM

Sir — As industries are being affected by
the age of automation, it is feared that
journalism could be next. But this ever-
busy field needs more human power for
reporting and publishing news and sto-
ries than machines. The profession
involves much more than mechanisation.
Publishing houses might soon opt to
switch journalists with Artificial
Intelligence robots and applications to
minimise human hands. But clearly, AI
involved works can account for only about
10 per cent of the total function in jour-
nalism. Another key aspect of journalism
is that it involves a lot of emotional intel-
ligence. For example, a journalist visiting
a flood-ravaged area or a fire-affected spot
and speaking to people who are rendered
homeless, can never be compared with a
robot’s workmanship.

It is important to remember that jour-
nalism is more than just the sum of its
parts and the profession’s human charac-
ter cannot be automated, as journalists
provide more than just information. As
former journalist and professor at the
University of Minnesota Rodrigo Zamith
aptly sums up, “Accuracy requires prop-
er verification. Robots cannot get it right
every time”

Ranganathan Sivakumar | Chennai

ALL EYES ON THE JUDICIARY
Sir — Eventually, a ray of hope came from
the Supreme Court for Kavita Lankesh,
who has been waiting since four years to
get justice for her slain sister Gauri
Lankesh from the judiciary in the cold-
blooded murder case. The brave and out-
spoken Gauri Lankesh was silenced to
death by perpetrators for her anti-
Hindutva ideology and for her trenchant
critics. It was also an attack on the free-
dom of speech and expression and fourth
pillar of democracy — the media. The
delay in the process of trial speaks vol-
umes about the loophole in the lethargic
police system and court proceedings
which is an ordeal and complicated rig-
marole.

The Supreme Court has definitely
restored faith of people on judiciary, hav-

Gentenary of an era

ctober 24, 2021, marked the birth cen-
Otenary of the legend and master car-

toonist RK Laxman. One of the great-
est cartoonists of all times and a pioneer in
satirical cartoon, Laxman’s black and white
strokes and wits remain etched in the hearts
of Indians irrespective of generations and
time. His subtle humour and remarkable car-
toons remain a class apart and have been
an inspiration for cartoonists in India.

ing rejected the Karnataka High Court
order of the Karnataka Control of
Organised Crimes Act (KCOCA) case
against one of the prime accused, Mohan
Nayak, who was a stooge of an organised
crime syndicate masterminded by Amol
Kale and Rajesh D Bangera in the
Kannada journalists murder. Hope this
case will now get a steady closure with
course correction without any further
delay, ensuring justice to Gauri Lankesh,
her family and reinstate faith of the jour-
nalist fraternity in the judiciary.

Janga Bahadur Sunuwar | Bagrakote

FARMERS’ PROTEST OR FARM LEADERS’?

Sir — It refers to the suspension of
Yogendra Yadav from the Samyukt Kisan
Morcha (SKM) for a month for his
meeting with the family of a deceased BJP
worker who was among the eight killed
in the Lakhimpur Kheri incident.
Undoubtedly, meeting the family mem-
bers of a deceased opponent is a part of
human culture, which was not tolerated

Undoubtedly, he lived for the common man
and sketched for the common man. He
voiced his opinion through one of his eter-
nal characters — The Common Man— who
said nothing but his silence spoke volumes.
The cartoons he drew, especially The
Common Man series, are eye-openers for
everyone. It depicted the follies and foibles
of not just the politicians and bureaucrats
but the society as a whole. No other cartoon-
ist comes near RK Laxman when it comes
to picturising the common man’s difficulties.
A recipient of the Padma Vibhushan, the
prestigious Ramon Magsaysay, Lifetime
Achievement Award for Journalism by
CNN IBN and a long list of laurels and hon-
ours, it is high time that our Government
honours this great Indian with something
greater. A museum, an institution or an
award in his name would be a very good
tribute to the legendary cartoonist who lived

and breathed for the commoner.
M Pradyu | Kannur

by the others in the SKM. It is time that
the SKM makes it clear whether it has
authorised Rakesh Tikait to negotiate with
the State Government, or otherwise he
should also be suspended from the SKM.
Firstly, any such agitation of farmers
should be led only by those who are real
farmers. If real farmers would have been
involved in the agitation, no vegetables
would have been available during such a
long agitation. There would have been an
acute shortage in food supplies and the
prices of grains and pulses would have
gone up drastically. The Central
Government should access the details of
assets and incomes of all those who are
leading the farmers’ agitation so that any-
thing fishy may be exposed. The extra-
luxurious mini-townships developed on
the agitation sites speak volumes about the

genuineness of the farmers’ agitation.
Madhu Agrawal | Delhi
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the right path.

The manner in which the
National Education Policy-
2020 lays focus on character
building, value inculcation and
recommends the integration of
academic and vocational edu-
cation clearly indicates the
impact of Gandhian education
philosophy. Sadly, the philoso-
phy that Gandhi and his col-
leagues had articulated was
simply ignored by the earlier
decision makers. No effort was
made to bring forth a model of
education rooted in Indian
culture and, at the same time,
committed to new knowledge.
This formulation would be
complete when synchronised
with Gandhi’s writing in the
Young India issue of June 3,
1926: “The highest form of
freedom carries with it the
greatest measure of discipline
and humility. Freedom that
comes from discipline and
humility cannot be denied;
unbridled license is a sign of
vulgarity injurious alike to self
and one’s neighbours”

To re-emphasise, education
must concentrate on preparing
men and women of character
and commitment who practise
integrity, honesty and selfless
service as their dharma.

(The author works in
education, social cohesion and
religious amity. The views
expressed are personal.)

ELBITE

India has always

worked for world -
peace. This is seen in % ==
our contribution to

the UN Peacekeeping
forces.

—

Prime Minister
—Narendra Modi

We urge the US
side to be cautious
in words and deeds
on the Taiwan
question.

Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson
—Wang Wenbin

With our vaccination
awareness drive, the
agenda is to encour-
age maximum people
to get their vaccine.

Actor
—Sonu Sood

It is not something

that we are proud of

as a team.

Obviously just plain

to see, 55-0dd for
an international team is unac-
ceptable.

West Indies skipper

| have never seen
such chaos and
anarchy as what is
playing out in the
Punjab Congress
today.

Congress leader
—NManish Tewari
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LEBANON IS A SHIP
WITH MANY HOLES

Lebanon has gone from being a middle-class
country to a very poor one in last five years

o ;
VNS B
GWYNNE DYER
O ff the Lebanese coast about 60 km north of Beirut a 104-metre

battleship stands vertically, with her bow and some 30 metres
of her length plunged into the mud. The seabed is 140 metres
down, but you can even scuba-dive on the stern if you are a techni-
cal diver. The ship is a bit like Lebanon, for reasons 'l explain later.
Five years ago Lebanon still looked like a middle-class country
with a lot of poor people. Now it looks like a very poor country with
a few rich people. Indeed, even the civil war of 1975-1990 did less
damage to the economy, though it destroyed several hundred thou-
sand lives and much of the country's infrastructure. The current dis-
aster's roots are in that war. It drove the Lebanese back into the rel-
ative safety of their own sectarian communities, Christian, Sunni
Muslim, and Shia Muslim, and warlords arose to protect those com-
munities. By the end of the war in 1990, they were the new political
and financial elite, with well-paid militias to enforce their will on their
own communities — and they didn't go back to their day jobs. They
became a corrupt and nepotistic club.
That system was visibly coming apart by the 2010s. There sim-
ply wasn't enough money to share out among the elites. Lebanon pro-

duces almost nothing, not even enough food for its own people, and
its imports are paid for with remittances, foreign aid, and loans. With
not enough money coming in to sustain their immense patronage net-
works, the elites started taxing the poorer sections, and in 2019 some-
thing snapped. Suddenly Beirut's streets were full of protesters demand-
ing fundamental change.

Lebanon is a former French colony, so French President
Emmanuel Macron flew in and offered the Lebanese government £11
billion in return for structural reforms that would root out the corrup-
tion at the heart of government. But the elites who benefit from that
system are the government, in practice, so of course they said no,
thanks. Then came the massive explosion in Beirut's port district last
year. That got the International Monetary Fund involved, offering Lebanon
huge loans if the corrupt system is reformed, but it's likely that the
government will turn them away again.

It's getting close to the edge. Last Thursday Hezbollah staged a
mass protest in Beirut, demanding the removal of the judge presid-
ing over the inquiry into who was responsible for importing the 2,750
tonnes of fertiliser that caused last year's port blast. When the march
entered a Christian district at least one sniper opened up on it. Seven
Shias died, and the crowd (some of whom were armed) tried to storm
Christian neighbourhoods in retaliation. And still the Lebanese polit-
ical class refuses to bend.

So why does that political class resemble the captain of HMS
Victoria, the defunct battleship that did a nose-dive in 18937 Because
the officer commanding the British Mediterranean Fleet, Vice-Admiral
Sir George Tryon, was one of the most stubborn men in history. He
ordered a very complex manoeuvre in which two parallel lines of bat-
tleships would make simultaneous U-turns towards each other, wind-
ing up going in the opposite direction but with the parallel lines much
closer together. And he got the distance wrong.

Everybody else on the bridge could see the ships were actually
going to collide, and several of them spoke to Tryon about it, but he
ignored their advice. The ship that was going to ram him also queried
his orders, but he persevered. So they collided, and the admiral went
down with his ship.

Think of Lebanon's political class as Admiral Tryon, and the coun-
try as HMS Lebanon. Technical divers only.

(Gwynne Dyer's new book is 'The Shortest History of War'. The
views expressed are personal.)
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1IN counter-cerrorism

Security agencies need unhindered data access to predict future radicalisation
apart from the spread of fake news that supplements ulterior agendas

to include the Khorasan region, which
includes the modern political bound- :

In 2015, the IS declared its expansion

aries of Iran, Central Asia, Afghanistan, :
and Pakistan. Since early 2020, the IS-K has :
been regularly publishing its ‘Voice of Hind :
in the Kashmir Valley to radicalise the
youth and destabilise the Valley. The :
scope of the IS-K has expanded to Indiaand :
Bangladesh. The killings of non-Kashmiris
and Hindus in the Valley, apart from the :
pre-planned vandalising of the Durga :
Puja pandals in Bangladesh, point out the
increasing tentacles of IS-K working in tan-  :
dem with the Taliban. The developments :
call for the incorporation of new methods

in the domain of counter-terrorism.

The most prominent measure that can
be adopted is the pre-detection of the peo-
ple with terror intent. The current usage of :
drones, sting operations and informants do :
not suffice under the prevailing circum- :
stances. Artificial Intelligence (AI) can :
immensely help the forces and reduce their :
vulnerabilities. Al technologies are being :
used actively by many nations for policing :

and counter-terrorism operations with :
offensive weaponry. The objective here is :
to make accurate predictions and adopt an :
approach to ‘what will happen' rather than :
‘what happened'? The government should :
recognise the legal entity of the AI tech- :
nologies for counter-terrorism operations.
It should become legally obligatory for the :
telecommunications service providers to :
mirror the conversations of suspected ter-
rorists in sensitive zones such as Kashmir, :
Punjab and West Bengal, apart from the :

other border areas.

Security agencies should have unhin- :
dered data access to predict future radical- :
isation apart from the spread of fake news :
that supplements the ulterior agendas. :
Tracking the financial transaction informa-
tion and the travel patterns of suspected :
individuals apart from identifying sleeper :
cells that purchase dual-use explosive :
materials are some of the methodologies :
followed.To enhance the efficacy of the :

THE ARTIFICIAL
INTELLIGENCE
TECHNOLOGY IS
BEING USED
ACTIVELY BY
MANY NATIONS
FOR POLICING
AND COUNTER-
TERRORISM
OPERATIONS. THE
OBJECTIVE IS TO
MAKE ACCURATE
PREDICTIONS
AND ADOPT AN
APPROACH TO
‘WHAT WILL
HAPPEN’ RATHER
THAN ‘WHAT
HAPPENED’?

existing methods and check further radi- :
calisation apart from the exposure to :
other hybrid warfare tactics such as fake :
news, the surfing data of institutes of high- :

er education should be monitored.

New indigenous platforms supporting :
the Google and Yahoo search engines that :
identify potential recruits through scanning
their internet browsing history should be :
encouraged. These surveillance centersand :
their servers should be under the strict vigil :
of the central police forces or the armed :
forces. Google has developed the redirect
method, which uses search algorithms, key- :
words, and phrases frequently used by peo-

ple with violent tendencies.

The second step for pre-detection can
involve reversal through psychological :

and mindset change throughsoft counter- — ) :
radicalisation measures that can be local- : (The writer is an Assistant
ly tailored through AL Such novelty hasto :
be brought about in counter-terrorism :

operations. For instance, Saudi Arabia has :

Professor at Central

University of Punjab,

Bathinda. The views
expressed are personal.)

]

: a holistic counter-terrorism pro-
i gram since 2005 that consolidates
i even the "correct notions and con-
¢ cepts of Islam". 'Sakina' programme
¢ is one such example of Saudi Arabia.

According to the reports, one of

¢ the most preferred recruitment
¢ platforms of IS is Facebook and
i Twitter, wherein the IS, through its
i tweets and re-tweets, can create a
¢ closed online micro-community
i around the recruit or the targeted
¢ recruit. As the communication
¢ between recruit and the handling
i agency develops, end to end encryp-
¢ tion platforms like WhatsApp and
i Telegram are used for private 'dark'
i conversations to compel the individ-
¢ ual to commit violent crimes.

The problem lies in ‘one stan-

i dard encryption’ policy throughout
i the country, making no distinction
i between an 'operational area and a
i 'peace’ area. A counter move can
i perhaps be possible wherein sensi-
i tive areas are out of bounds for these
i encrypted platforms due to nation-
i al security. Privacy perhaps should
¢ only be allowed in 'peace' areas
i where there are no immediate
i threats to national security. As new
i threats such as Talibanization of
i Pakistan and re-radicalisation of the
i Valley emerge, it becomes impera-
i tive for the government to adopt
i novel law enforcement tools to
: counter them.

At the level of land-based

i counter-terror operations, where
i troops operate at the level of small
i teams, methods have to be revolu-
: tionised. Besides the satellite data
i providing real-time intelligence,
i thermographic cameras can be
¢ installed in the forests apart from

surveillance from UAVs. In the bor-
dering villages, various Al-enabled
cameras with monitoring at two
undisclosed locations (to avoid sab-
otage) can immensely help the
security forces. Cameras fitted with
Facial Recognition (FR) features can
help locate any suspicious 'entry' in
sensitive areas.

In the cities, especially around
the festivals, crowd scanning with
multiple AI tools for locational
tracking and thwarting terrorist
attacks can be done. In some criti-
cal areas, the government can also
introduce identity cards with bio-
metric chips that have data of iris,
facial expressions, and fingerprints.

The tools of AI can be cus-
tomised even for regular policing in
case the terrorists intermingle with
the crowd. For instance, China
uses Hikvision and Cloud Walk
while the US depends upon Pred
Pol in cities like Los Angeles for
counter-terrorism and policing.
Also, gunfire detection software-
Shot Spotter is also used by the
American agencies to detect shoot-
ing by using acoustic sensing tech-
nology to deter crimes.

Even the minute details of the
number and the types of weapons
in possession of the terrorists and
other anti-national elements can be
ascertained if specific biologically
inspired AI surveillance mecha-
nisms involving high-speed data
processing can be used for preven-
tive search operations and threat
elimination. The same technologies
can also be effectively used during
counter-terrorism operations to
overview, monitor and report the
operational developments of the ter-

POINTCOUNTERPOINT

VOTING FOR THE CONGRESS AND THE LEFT FRONT
WOULD BE NO DIFFERENT FROM OPTING FOR
THE NOTA (NONE OF THE ABOVE) BUTTON.

—TMC LEADER
ABHISHEK BANERJEE

J @

—CONGRESS LEADER

.GHCG f

NISHTHA KAUSHIKI

rorists to the security agencies.

Third, the Indian industries
using 'dual use' AI should be
brought within the domain of a new
initiative of 'civil-military inter-
face' in which certain companies can
be roped into implanting Al tech-
nologies to the existing indigenous
weapons under the supervision of
DRDO. For instance, indegenous
guns or rifles can be experimental-
ly mounted with low weight Al
cameras or biometric systems with
an ability to detect and eliminate
potential terrorists if they use a ring
of human shields to escape or
launch attacks on the forces.

For this, establishing an Al
intelligence cell in the armed forces
and civilian intelligence agencies
with active coordination can prob-
ably solve the issues in implement-
ing such novel methods. Agencies
have to be working in tandem with
detailed distinctions and overlaps of
their duties and responsibilities to
ensure that there is no 'conflict of
interest' which can potentially ham-
per the counter-terrorism strategies.
The larger aim of the Al intelligence
cell of the Indian army should be to
increase its own operability domes-
tically and develop an ability to be
able to work with the Al divisions
of our allies such as Israel, the US,
and Japan apart from the others.
Finally, equal importance has to be
given to the increasing role of per-
ception management through reg-
ular media briefings by the army to
raise the social acceptance of the
government security measures.
Citizen surveillance and alertness
also have to be encouraged to
thwart the terrorist attacks.

THE TMC DOES NOT WANT TO FIGHT THE BJP,
WHICH IS WHY IT IS ATTACKING THE
CONGRESS. IT IS CLEAR NOW.

ADHIR RANJAN CHOWDHURY

A new vision of the education system

New ways to improve the standard of education need to be adopted for a work culture of intimacy, involvement and best work practices

has been visible signs of the

higher education system
favouring the West and the US
and is yet to become a truly
global phenomenon. India
has emerged as the global hub
of education with an inclusive
quality, equity and access and
new vigour and insights.

The global education sys-
tem has started respecting
the level of insight our educa-
tion system has. There have
been attempts to find a com-
mon ground to solve upcom-
ing global challenges. Perhaps
the pangs of the pandemic
hasmade the world realize
the urgent need for an alter-
native to the particularistic
grounds of prowess which so
far resulted in the supremacy
of the economically prosper-
ous system over the rest.

In the last few years, there

SUDHIR HINDWAN

(The writer is a professor
and expert on strategic
affairs. The views expressed
are personal.)

Some important ways to
improve the standard of edu-
cation need to be adopted for
awork culture of intimacy and
involvement and best work
practices. The best thing about
the National Education Policy
is that it has recognized the
need to expand and equip for
all the best practices by creat-
ing an umbrella of profession-
al fair treatment and recogniz-
ing the diversities and there-
by bringing everyone togeth-
er.

The strength of higher
education system lies in creat-
ing its internal dynamism by
ensuring inclusive growth.
Human and financial relations
and dealings are not as simple
as they appear and require
constant monitoring by com-
petent authorities. The provi-
sions of Multidisciplinary

Education and Research
Universities (MERUs) on par
with IITs and IIMs, the

National Research
Foundation, the National
Educational Technology
Forum and Indian Institutes of
Translation and Interpretation
would create an environment
for students to reach their best
by encouraging academic
excellence, embracing new
information and opening new
job-oriented courses. Besides,
it would help in understand-
ing social responsibility.

There is always a scope to
improve course contents
through academic discourse
by bringing about changes
through cognitive discourse.
One is seeking multiple
options in order to help form
an integrated team consisting
of meritorious members for
holistic development of social
sciences. Two, introducing
new innovative mechanisms
in social sciences designed to
help students identify career
goals available in that field.

Three, more integrated
academic programs and ser-
vices that provide supplemen-
tal support to both teaching
and learning in diverse disci-
plines making it more relevant
with present circumstances.
Four, growth and enrichment
of students and the communi-
ty, both inside and outside of

the classroom through com-
munity development exercis-
es. Five, more research centres
to ensure academic excellence
in all disciplines. Six, exclusive
intellectual skills designed to
prepare students to engage in
nuances of socio-economic
and political issues related to
global order.

There is a need to link
school education with college
and thereafter, research.
Students must be sensitized
through webinars which are
low cost and quite intense
interactive experiences. The
role of mass media in politi-
cal and social mobilization can
be ensured through active
participation of students in
communicating initially with
fellow students and then with
the masses at large.

Increasing participating

of students through myriad
baskets of activities has to be
ensured. This practice can
gradually be transformed into
community-wide physical
activity campaigns to help the
new generation understand
the benefits of physical activ-
ities and coordination and
cooperation to make them
strong, energetic and sensible.

There is a need to provide
an ambience of contiguity,
working in unison, harmony
and critical thinking through
multidisciplinary scholarly
culture for educational impe-
tus. It is expensive as it only
requires a positive attitude
towards contribution and reit-
erating our commitment
towards the nation.

A new culture of liberal lit-
erature is necessary to nurture
a feeling of self-less service.

This would ensure that stu-
dents contribute ideas and
engage with them in a creative
environment.

Academicians are the
epitome of sacrifice and inspi-
ration whose relentless drive
brings out the best in their
students. Students can be
taught how learning the
essential precepts through
practical teaching mecha-
nisms can make them reflec-
tive. The philosophy of the
academics should be to ensure
that even the rural and left-
out segments of the student
population are guided to enter
the mainstream of life. The
mentors ought to broaden the
horizon of comprehension
and supplement the practice
of argumentation with more
inclusive and wholistic
approach.
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More drones to be used to help people in day-to-day work: PM

PNS B NEW DELHI

elivering his monthly radio

talk 'Mann ki baat', Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Sunday said drone technology
would be increasingly used to
help out people in their day-to-
day work. While he informed
that “Rangoli” , “Lori” and
“patriotic song" competitions
will form part of the celebra-
tions of the 75th year of the
country's Independence, he
also spoke about the rise of the
‘Nari-Shakti' in the country.

Modi touched on arange
of issues such as the vaccination
drive against Covid-19, the
United Nations Day, Centre's
new drone policy and women
empowerment.

Modi lauded vaccination
efforts acroos the country and
said that healthcare workers left
no stone unturned to inoculate

citizens and even walked long-
distances in hills to accomplish
the task as he spoke with a
health worker at Bageshwar, in
Kumaon hill region of
Uttarakhand.

While asking people to
enliven their lives with various
traditional cultural forms, the
Prime Minister also said that
the modern drone technology
should be increasingly used to
make life easy for the people.

"Drone Technology. Up
until a few years ago, when the
name of Drone used to come
up, what used to be the first
feeling in the minds of the peo-
ple?... Of the army, of weapons,
of war. But today if we have any
wedding procession or func-
tion, we see a drone shooting
photos and videos", he said.

"The spectrum of a drone’s
usage and its capabilities is not
just limited to that. India is one

of the first countries in the
world, which is preparing dig-
ital records of land in its villages
with the help of drones. India
is working extensively on using
drones for transportation.
Whether it is farming in the vil-
lage or delivery of goods at
home; Providing help in emer-
gency or monitoring law and
order", said the Prime Minister.

"It is not long before we will
see drones being deployed for
all these needs of ours. Most of
these have already started. Like
a few days ago, nano-urea was

sprayed in the fields through
drones in Bhavnagar, Gujarat.
Drones are also playing their
role in the Covid vaccine cam-
paign. We got to see a picture
of this in Manipur, where vac-
cines were delivered via a drone
to an island. Telangana has also
done trials for vaccine delivery
by drones", said Modi, elabo-
rating on the potential future
role of drones in the day-to-day
life.

The Prime Minister also
pointed out that the strength of
women joining the police force
has more than doubled and
reached 2.15 lakh.

"Earlier it was believed that
services like army and police
are meant only for men. But
today it is not so. The statistics
from the Bureau of Police
Research and Development
show that in the last few years,
the number of women police

personnel has doubled. In 2014,
while their number was close
to 1 lakh 5 thousand, by 2020
it has increased by more than
double and this number has
now reached up to 2 lakh 15
thousand", he. said.

Even in the Central Armed
Police Forces, Modi said the
number of women has almost
doubled in the last seven years.

"And I'm not talking just
about numbers. Today the
daughters of the country are
performing even the toughest
duties with full force and zeal.
For example, many daughters
are currently undergoing one of
the most difficult trainings,
that of Specialized Jungle
Warfare Commandos", he said.

Steering his talk to Indian
traditions and culture, Modi
said 'Rangoli', Lori' and 'patri-
otic songs' competitions organ-
ised by the culture ministry

would form part of 'Amrit
Mahotsav' of the country's
independence.

"A listener of “Mann Ki
Baat” has suggested that Amrit
Mahotsav should be connect-
ed to the art of Rangoli too. For
centuries, we have had a tradi-
tion of lending colours to fes-
tivals through Rangoli. The
diversity of our country is vis-
ible in Rangoli. Rangoli is
drawn in different states with
different names and on differ-
ent themes.

"Therefore, the Ministry
of Culture is also going to
conduct a National
Competition associated with
this. Just imagine, when a
Rangoli related to the freedom
movement will be created",
wondered Modi while accept-
ing new ideas to celebrate
national independence ", he
said.

Modi also touched on
another art form known as
'Lori' where ‘"sanskars are
inculcated in young children
through lullabies and they are
introduced to the culture.
Lullabies also have their own
diversity", he said.

"So why don’'t we, in the
Amritkaal period, revive this
art also and write lullabies
pertaining to patriotism, write
poems, songs, something or the
other which can be easily recit-
ed by mothers in every home
to their little children. In these
lullabies there should be refer-
ence to modern India, the
vision of 21st century India and
its dreams.

"The ministry has decided
to organize a competition relat-
ed to it after receiving sugges-
tions from the listeners", said
the Prime Minister.

Modi, in his address, also

remembered freedom-fighter
and warrior Birsa Munda and
his great role in preserving local
culture and forest.

"Next month, the birth
anniversary of one such icon
and a brave warrior, Bhagwan
Birsa Munda ji is falling on the
15th of November. Bhagwan
Birsa Munda is also known as
‘Dharti Aaba. Do you know
what this epithet means? It
means the father of earth.

" The way Bhagwan Birsa
Munda fought to protect his
culture, his forest, his land, it
could have only been done by
‘Dharti Aaba’l He taught us to
be proud of our culture and
roots. The foreign rule sub-
jected him to countless threats
and applied immense pres-
sure, but he did not relinquish
the tribal culture", the Prime
Minister said in his tribute to
Munda.

INS Vikrant’s 2nd phase

PNS B NEW DELHI

The second phase of sea tri-
als of the first indigenous-
ly designed and built aircraft
carrier Vikrant commenced
on Sunday with the warship
sailing out from Kochi. The
maiden trials lasting more than
a week were held in early
August.

With the maiden trials
completed successfully, India
had joined the elite club of
nations having the capability to
build aircraft carrier. US, UK,
France, China and Russia are
other countries have this niche
expertise.

Once it passes the sea tri-
als, INS Vikrant is likely to be
inducted into the Navy by the
end of next year. It is the largest
and most complex warship to
be built within the country. The
40,000-tonne aircraft carrier set
off on its maiden sea trials, 50
years after its namesake played
amajor role in the 1971 war. It
was built at a cost of more than
Rs 23, 000 crores by the pub-
lic sector Cochin Shipyard.

Once the extensive sea tri-

als are over, the aircraft carri-
er will be put through the
stringent aviation trials before
induction into service.

The aircraft carrier is
around 262 metres long and 62
metres wide. In June, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh
reviewed the construction of
the aircraft carrier that will be
able to accommodate up to 30
fighter jets and helicopters.
The warship will have a fleet of
Mig-29K fighter jets and Ka-31
helicopters.

There are 14 decks in all,
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including five in the superstruc-
ture. The ship has over 2,300
compartments, designed for a
crew of around 1,700 people,
including specialised cabins to
accommodate women officers.

The ship has been designed
with a very high degree of
automation for machinery
operation, ship navigation and
survivability, ‘Vikrant’ has a top
speed of around 28 knots and
cruising speed of 18 knots
with an endurance of about
7,500 nautical miles

At present, India has only

sea trials begin

one aircraft carrier INS
Vikramaditya. It was built by
the Russians as per Indian
specifications. The Indian
Navy has been focusing on sig-
nificantly bolstering its overall
capabilities in view of China's
growing efforts to increase its
military presence in the Indian
Ocean Region. The Indian
QOcean, considered the back-
yard of the Indian Navy, is crit-
ical to the country's strategic
interests.

In order to achieve self-
reliance in shipbuilding, the
Navy’s programme is rightly
poised to provide requisite
‘Economic Stimulus, with 44
ships and submarines on order
being built indigenously.

After the completion of the
first phase of trials, the Navy
had said performance of the
key systems was found to be
satisfactory.

Navy spokesperson
Commander Vivek Madhwal
had said the ship’s perfor-
mance, including of the hull,
main propulsion, power gen-
eration and distribution (PGD)
and auxiliary equipment were

tested during the sea trials.

“Trials, which were
reviewed by Vice Admiral AK
Chawla, Flag  Officer
Commanding-in-Chief
Southern Naval Command on
the last day, have progressed as
planned and system parameters
have been proved satisfactory;’
Madhwal said.

The delivery of Vikrant is
being targeted to coincide with
celebrations to commemorate
the 75th anniversary of India’s
independence ‘Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav, he said. The con-
struction of the ship began in
2009.

Commander Madhwal
said that the successful com-
pletion of the maiden trials,
despite challenges faced due to
the coronavirus pandemic, was
a testimony to the dedicated
efforts of a large number of
stakeholders.

Around 550 Indian firms
including about 100 MSMEs
are registered with the Cochin
Shipyard Limited(CSL) and
they provided various services
for the construction of the air-
craft carrier.

Neurological disorder GBS possible side
effect of AstraZeneca vaccine: UK regulator

PNS B NEW DELHI

The UK regulator has listed
Guillain-Barre Syndrome
(GBS)-- a neurological disorder
that affects the feet, hands and
limbs-- in the list of the possi-
ble side effects of the
AstraZeneca Covid vaccine.
The European Medicines
Agency, had last month already
listed the condition to the sin-
gle-shot dose Johnson and
Johnson vaccine, which uses the
same technology as the
AstraZeneca jab.

It said last month that 833
cases of Guillain-Barre syn-
drome had been reported
worldwide out of 592 million
doses dished out. The benefits of
the vaccine still far outweigh the
risks, regulators have stressed.

The EMA previously said
they considered it "at least a rea-
sonable possibility" that
Guillain-Barre is a side effect of
the Oxford-made jab.

Guillain-Barre syndrome,
which sees the immune system
go haywire and start to attack

e
nerve cells, was added by the
Medicines and Healthcare
products Regulatory Agency
(MHRA) in the UK.

Most people who suffer
from the autoimmune disorder
make a full recovery, but one in
five can be left with long-term
problems such as difficulty
walking and one in 20 die, the
report said.

The European Medicines
Agency said last month that 833
cases of Guillain-Barre syn-
drome had been reported
worldwide out of 592 million
doses dished out. The benefits of
the vaccine still far outweigh the
risks, regulators have stressed.

The EMA previously said
they considered it "at least a rea-
sonable possibility” that
Guillain-Barre is a side effect of

the Oxford-made jab, the report
added.

Up to September, there were
393 UK cases after vaccination
with the jab but the watchdog is
not certain the condition is
occurring more often than it nor-
mally would, the report added.

It is not clear how many of
these led to long-term compli-
cations, but three Britons have
died. The MHRA added there
have been 44 suspected cases
following administration of the
Pfizer jab, and one death.

There have also been three
cases after inoculation with
the Moderna jab. Professor Ian
Douglas, a pharmacoepidemi-
ologist at the London School of
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine,
said the benefits of the vaccine
still vastly outweighed the risk,
according to the Daily Mail.
The incidence of the side effect
remains extremely rare, with
only 833 cases reported world-
wide from about 592 million
administered doses of the ade-
novirus-based AstraZeneca vac-
cine, as of July 25.

Process for providing new battalions for [ TBP in last stages: Min

New Delhi:The process to
authorise new battalions for the
Indo-Tiberan Border Police
(ITBP), guarding the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) between
India and China, is in the last
stage and the Government is
determined to provide trans-
port and logistical support to all
security forces, Union Minister
Nityanand Rai said on Sunday.
Addressing the 60th
Raising Day event of the moun-
tain-warfare-trained ITBP, Mr.
Rai said the Government had
last year sanctioned 47 new
border posts and a dozen stag-
ing camps (operational bases
for troops undertaking border
patrol) to the force.
“Deliberations for provid-
ing new manpower and battal-
ions for the ITBP are in the last
stages,” Mr. Rai, the Minister of
State for Home Affairs, said.
Officials said the force is
expected to get a sanction of

seven new battalions comprising
about 8,000 personnel for its
new border posts that will main-
ly come up in the Arunachal
Pradesh sector of the LAC on
India’s eastern flank.

The proposal for sanction-
ing new ITBP battalions and a
sector headquarter in the north-
east has been under the consid-
eration of the Home Ministry for
over two years now. But with the
last year’s sanction of the new
border outposts and staging
camps, the proposal is expected
to get approval soon, they said.

An ITBP battalion has a
strength of just over 1,000 per-
sonnel.

At the rising day event, Mr.
Rai lauded the ITBP for their
bravery and for giving a “befit-
ting reply” to their opponents
during the clashes between
Indian and Chinese forces in
Ladakh during May-June last
year.

He also decorated 20 ITBP
officers and personnel as he
pinned police medals for gal-
lantry on their uniform for dis-
playing bravery and courage
during the clashes. These medals
were announced by the Centre
on Independence Day eve.

The Minister said the
‘Operation Snow Leopard’ con-
ducted by the ITBP in
Himalayan ranges gave a “big
message that India will never
compromise on its sovereignty
and security” The force proved
it was “second to none” when it
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came to guarding the country,
Mr. Rai said, adding, “Tt is a mat-
ter of pride that the ITBP won
these many bravery medals in
one instance for the first time in
its history” Mr. Rai said the coun-
ty’s security forces have got
“independence to operate and
decide” under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

The minister said the Modi
government was working to
plug all gaps along India’s inter-
national borders and trying to
enhance the capabilities of the
security forces and also equip

them with better weapons and
technology.

ITBP Director General
Sanjay Arora also praised his
troops for their gallant action
during the clashes with the
Chinese People’s Liberation
Army last year in the Ladakh
area.

He recounted the initia-
tives taken by the force to com-
bat the coronavirus pandemic in
the country by operating health
facilities in the national capital
region.

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, who is in Jammu and
Kashmir, greeted the personnel
and their families through a
Twitter message.

“ITBP is well known for
protecting the motherland in the
toughest of terrains and serving
the nation during natural
calamities. India is proud of
ITBP’s valour and determina-
tion,” he said.

PM GREETS ITBP ON
FORCE’S RAISING DAY

PNS B NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi also greeted the ITBP
personnel on the occasion of
the force’s Raising Day. “From
dense forests in Arunachal
Pradesh to the icy heights of the
Himalayas, our @ TBP_official
Himveers have answered the
nation’s call with utmost ded-
ication. Their humanitarian
work during times of disaster
is noteworthy. Greetings to all
ITBP personnel on their
Raising Day,” the Prime
Minister tweeted.

The about 90,000-personnel
strong ITBP was raised on this
day in 1962 in the aftermath of
the Chinese aggression. ~ PTI

‘Antidepressant mirtazapine not
effective in treating dementia’

PNS B NEW DELHI

Antidepressant mirtazapine, a
drug used to treat agitation in
people with dementia is no more
effective than a placebo, and might
even increase mortality, according

to a new study.

The research, led by the
University of Plymouth and pub-
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lished in the journal The Lancet,
has shown that mirtazapine

offered no improvement in agita-
tion for people with dementia -
and was possibly more likely to be
associated with mortality than no

intervention at all.

Agitation is a common symp-
tom of dementia, characterised by
inappropriate verbal, vocal, or
motor activity, and often involves
physical and verbal aggression.
Non-drug patient-centred care is
the first intervention that should
be offered but, when this doesn't
work, clinicians may move to a

drug-based alternative.

Antipsychotics have proven
to increase death rates in those
with dementia, along with other
poor outcomes, and so mirtazap-
ine has been routinely prescribed.
This study was designed to add to
the evidence base around its effec-

tiveness.

they were taking.

icance.

Funded by the National
Institute for Health Research
(NIHR), the study recruited 204
people with probable or possible
Alzheimer's disease from 20 sites
around the UK, allocating half to
mirtazapine and half to placebo.
The trial was double-blind; mean-
ing that neither the researcher nor
the study participants knew what

The results showed that there
was no less agitation after 12
weeks in the mirtazapine group
than in the control group. There
were also more deaths in the mir-
tazapine group (seven) by week 16
than in the control group (only
one), with analysis suggesting this
was of marginal statistical signif-

Lead researcher Professor Sube
Banerjee, Executive Dean of the
Faculty of Health and Professor in
Dementia at the University of
Plymouth, explained why the
results were so surprising but

important.

“Dementia affects 46 million
people worldwide - a figure set to
double over the next 20 years. Poor
life quality is driven by problems
like agitation and we need to find
ways to help those affected,” he
said. In India, ilt is estimated that
5.3 million people above the age of
60 have dementia. This equals to
one in 27 people, according to the
Dementia in India 2020 report.
Alzheimer's dementia is the most
common type of dementia.

“This study shows that a com-
mon way of managing symptoms
is not helpful - and could even be
detrimental. It’s really important
that these results are taken into
account and mirtazapine is no
longer used to treat agitation in
people with dementia.

“This study has added impor-
tant information to the evidence
base, and we look forward to
investigating further treatments
that may help to improve people’s

quality of life”

Centre's digital kiosks, Common
Service Centre (CSC), has tied up
with the National Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB) to provide No Objection
Certificate (NOC) which is mandatory
for sale of second-hand vehicles.

The NOC is mandatory for sale-pur-
chase of second-hand vehicles. The
NCRB has requested State governments
to integrate CCTNS services with Digital
Seva Portal so that these can be delivered
and made accessible to citizens through
the network of CSC.

Vehicle NOC allows citizens to ascer-
tain the status of a vehicle before they go
for second-hand purchase. The NOC cer-
tificate shows whether the vehicle for sale
is in the police records for any reason. An
NOC is also mandatorily required by the
RTO before the transfer of ownership.
With this partnership, citizens

citizens can visit their nearest CSC
and easily generate and download the
NOC, required by the RTO.

CSC will also create awareness about
these services in the community they
operate. The service will now be available
from over 4-lakh CSC across India.
CSC is an SPV under the Ministry of

Centre’s CSC ties up with
NCRB to provide NOC for
sale of second-hand ve_hicles

PNS B NEW DELHI

Electronics & IT.

Commenting on the significant tie-
up, CSC SPV Managing Director Dr.
Dinesh Tyagi said: “There is a growing
market for pre-owned vehicles for per-
sonal and commercial use. Mobility is an
important part of commercial and entre-
preneurial activities. Our extensive net-
work of CSCs can capitalize on this
demand and provide NOCs to vehicle
owners. Citizens particularly in rural
areas can benefit from this partnership
as they don't have to travel long distances
to visit NCRB offices and can get NOC
from their nearest CSC”

"To extend this service to citizens,
CSC Digital Seva Portal will relate to
Crime and Criminal Tracking Network
& Systems (CCTNS). CSC VLEs will use
the vehicle matching facility of this ser-
vice to search vehicle details and gener-
ate NOC by providing Registration
Number, Chassis Number and Engine
Number," Tyagi added.

Centre to hold meetings
with States on its order
to limit edible oil stock

PNS B NEW DELHI

he Centre will hold a meet-

ing with State
Governments to review action
taken on the stock limit order
on edible oils. In a letter writ-
ten to all States by Food
Secretary Sudhanshu Pandey;,
the department has outlined
initiatives taken by the Centre
to ease prices of edible oils for
relief to consumers and in
view of the festive season.
Retail prices of edible oils are
still high despite steps taken by
the Government to reduce
prices during the festive sea-
son.

The Department of Food
and Public Distribution
(DFPD) on Sunday said it is
monitoring the prices of cook-
ing oils as demand rises dur-
ing the festive season and will
hold a virtual meeting with
States on October 25 to review
action taken by them on its
stock holding limit order. On
October 10, the Centre had
imposed stock limits on traders
of edible oils and oilseeds,
barring certain importers and
exporters, till March 31, in a
bid to control domestic prices
and provide relief to con-
sumers.

“The DFPD is monitoring
the prices of edible oils and
there availability to the con-
sumers. This is especially
important to the context of the
upcoming festival season in
which demand of edible oils
will increase. Various steps
have already been taken by the
government like based on the
interaction with all the states
and edible oil industry associ-
ations, stock disclosure notifi-
cation has been issued and
DFPD has created a web por-
tal to monitor the stock of edi-
ble oils/oilseeds on a weekly
basis in the country,” the
department said in a statement
on Sunday.

It further stated that
demand and consumption of
edible is different for the dif-
ferent states/UTs as per the
preference of the consumers.
However, for finalizing the
stock limit quantity of edible
oils and oilseeds, the

states/UTs may
consider/explore the previous
stock limit imposed for edible
oils and oilseeds by the
state/UTs.

“It may be considered that
any stakeholder (refiners,
miller, wholesaler etc.) should
not hold the stocks in excess
two months of the storage
capacity. For guidance states
may prefer to indicative limits
which may have been imposed
by states earlier is enclosed for
consideration. However, for
other categories similar quan-
tities as appropriate for the state
may be fixed. For example: for
refiners, stocks of maximum of
2 months of the average scale
of last six months could be
used. Similarly, quanitities may
be fixed for extractors/millers
may be fixed,” the department
said.

As an example, the
Department said that, for
refiners, stocks of maximum of
2 months of the average scale
of last six months could be
used. Similarly, quantities for
extractors/millers should be
fixed. On Friday, the Centre
said it was hopeful that key
oilseeds- and edible oil-pro-
ducing states would start
imposing stock limits from the
next week.

The average retail price of
mustard oil on Friday was rul-
ing at Rs 185.55 per kg,
groundnut oil at Rs 182.86 per
kg, sunflower oil at Rs 168.21
per kg, soya oil at Rs 154.91 per
kg, vanaspati at Rs 138.31 per
kg and palm oil at Rs 132.64
per kg. Prices have fallen by Rs
3-4 per kg following the recent
cut in import duty.

During November 2020 to
September 2021 (11 months),
the imports of vegetable oils
increased 2 per cent to
1,24,70,784 tonnes compared
to 1,22,57,837 tonnes in the
corresponding period of the
previous year. Out of the total
vegetable oil imports, edible oil
imports rose to 1,20,85,247
tonnes from 1,19,50,501
tonnes. Non-edible oils rose to
3,85,537 tonnes from 3,07,333
tonnes. Vegetable oils market-
ing year runs from November
to October.
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US sahotaging CPEC:
Pakistan PM’s aide

TAIWAN SHAKEN BY
6.5-MAGNITUDE QUAKE
Taipei: An earthquake shook
Taiwan’s capital, Taipei, on Sunday
and caused falling rocks that
injured a woman and damaged a
car. No deaths were reported.

The 6.5-magnitude quake struck at
1:11 p.m. and was centered near
Yilan, a city about 35 kilometers
(22 miles) east of Taipei near the
northeastern coast, according to
the Central Weather Bureau. It was
followed seconds later by a 5.4-
magnitude quake. Buildings in
Taipei swayed. The subway and
some other mass transit services
were suspended. A woman was
injured by falling rocks in Taroko
National Park in Hualien County,
south of Yilan, the Central News
Agency reported. It said one car
on a highway was damaged also
by falling rocks but no one was
injured.

TEXAS DRAG RACE DRIVER
SLAMS INTO SPECTATORS
Kerrville: A driver lost control
during a Texas drag racing event
on an airport runway and
slammed into a crowd of
spectators, killing two children and
injuring eight other people,
authorities said. A 6-year-old boy
and an 8-year-old boy were killed
in the crash Saturday afternoon at
an event called "Airport Race Wars
2" at the Kerrville-Kerr County
Airport, police said in a news
release.

AFRICA TRIES TO END
VACCINE INEQUITY
Cape Town: In a pair of Cape
Town warehouses converted
into a maze of airlocked sterile
rooms, young scientists are
assembling and calibrating the
equipment needed to reverse
engineer a coronavirus
vaccine that has yet to reach
South Africa and most of the
world’s poorest people. The
energy in the gleaming labs
matches the urgency of their
mission to narrow vaccine
disparities. By working to
replicate Moderna’s Covid-19
shot, the scientists are effectively
making an end run around

an industry that has vastly
prioritized rich countries over
poor in both sales and
manufacturing.

PAK: ISLAMISTS SUSPEND
MARCH UNDER PACT
Lahore: A radical Islamist party
agreed Sunday to suspend for
three days its march of
thousands toward the capital
Islamabad after Pakistan agreed
to drop pending charges against
the party’s leader. Party
supporters Saturday departed
the eastern city of Lahore,
clashing for a second straight
day with police who lobbed tear
gas into the crowd.

PTI W ISLAMABAD

hief of the China-Pakistan

Economic  Corridor
(CPEC) Authority has accused
the United States of sabotaging
the multi-billion dollar project,
the economic lifeline of
Pakistan, a media report said.

The ambitious CPEC was
launched in 2015 when
Chinese President Xi Jinping
visited Pakistan.

It aims to connect western
China with the Gwadar seaport
in southwestern Pakistan
through a network of roads, rail-
ways and other projects of
infrastructure and development.

“From the point of view of
the emerging geo-strategic sit-
uation, one thing is clear: the
United States supported by
India is inimical to CPEC. It
will not let it succeed. That's
where we have to take a posi-
tion,” Khalid Mansoor, the

Special Assistant to Pakistan
Prime Minister Imran Khan on
CPEC affairs said while
addressing the CPEC Summit
at the Institute of Business
Administration in Karachi on
Saturday. Islamabad is the sev-
enth largest recipient of Chinese
overseas development financing
with 71 projects worth USD
27.3 billion currently underway
as part of the CPEC.

Many Western think tanks
and commentators have
termed the CPEC an econom-
ic trap that has already result-
ed in bloated public debt lev-
els and disproportionately high
Chinese influence in Pakistan's
economy, a report in the Dawn
newspaper said.

The premier's aide said
the United States and India
continue to “make attempts to
manoeuvre Pakistan out of”
China's Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI) — a global infrastructure

development plan — under
which the Chinese govern-
ment has been investing heav-
ily in about 70 countries, the
report said.

“There's no way Pakistan
will forgo any of its benefits. It
has more than once burnt its
fingers in (the Western)
alliance in the past,” he said,
adding that their attempts to
dilute China's strategic influ-
ence in the region will fail.
Mansoor said the Western
powers view the CPEC as a
symbol of China's political
ambition.

“That's the reason CPEC is
seen suspiciously by both the
United States and Europe...
they view CEPC more as a
move by China to expand its
political, strategic and business
influence,” Mansoor said, not-
ing that China has been able to
allay that apprehension “to a
great extent”. The United States

is now “taking stock of the eco-
nomic and political conse-
quences” of withdrawing from
the region, he reasoned.

“I' had a detailed discussion
with the people in the
American embassy. I told them
CPEC is available for them as
well. They have also expressed
their wish that they would like
to develop some kind of
involvement and see how it can
be beneficial for both coun-
tries,” he said.

Mansoor said Islamabad is
seeking the expansion of the
CPEC to Afghanistan and has
discussed the possibility of
Taliban-led Afghanistan join-
ing the multibillion-dollar eco-
nomic corridor.

He said there has been
“deep interest” in developing
economic connectivity between
Afghanistan and Pakistan and
with other neighbouring coun-
tries, including Iran.
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[srael set to OK 3,000 West
Bank settler homes this week

AP W TEL AVIV

srael is expected to move for-

ward with thousands of new
homes for Jewish settlers in the
West Bank this week, a settle-
ment watchdog group said
Sunday.

The plan for some 3,000
new settler units in the West
Bank has already drawn calls
for restraint from the U.S,
which on Friday voiced "con-
cern" over the expected
approvals.

Hagit Ofran from the anti-
settlement group Peace Now
said a committee is set to meet
Wednesday to approve 2,800
units deep in the West Bank,
complicating any efforts to
create a Palestinian state. More
than half of those are receiving
final approval, meaning con-
struction could begin in the
coming year.

On Friday, U.S. State
Department spokesman Ned
Price said the U.S. was "con-
cerned" about the housing
plans. He called on Israel and
the Palestinians to "refrain

In this file photo, workers take a break before European Union officials visit the
construction site for the Givat Hamatos Israeli settlement, in Jerusalem AP

from unilateral steps that exac-
erbate tension and undercut
efforts to advance a negotiated
two-state solution” to the con-
flict.

The Palestinians seek the
West Bank, along with the
Gaza Strip and east Jerusalem
— areas Israel captured in the
1967 Mideast war — for their
future state. The Palestinians
view the settlements, which
house some 700,000 settlers, as
the main obstacle to peace.
Most of the international com-

munity considers settlements
illegal.

Israel views the West Bank
as the biblical and historical
heartland of the Jewish people.

Ofran said Israel is also set
to approve 1,600 units for
Palestinians in the areas of the
West Bank that it controls. But
critics say the move comes at
the initiative of villagers and
not the Israeli government and
that the figure is a fraction of
the building permits requested
by Palestinians over the years.

US urges N Korea to stop

mMIssile tests, return to ta

AP W SEQUL

Asenior US diplomat on
Sunday urged North Korea
to refrain from additional mis-
sile tests and resume nuclear
diplomacy between the coun-
tries, days after the North
fired-off its first underwater-
launched ballistic missile in two
years.

Sung Kim, the top US offi-
cial on North Korea affairs,
spoke after meeting with South
Korean officials to discuss
North Korea's recent missile
tests that have come amid a
long-running stalemate in
nuclear diplomacy between
Washington and Pyongyang.

“We call on the DPRK to
cease these provocations and
other destabilizing activities,
and instead, engage in dia-
logue,” Kim told reporters,
referring to North Korea by its
official name, the Democratic
People's Republic of Korea.

“We remain ready to meet
with the DPRK without pre-
conditions and we have made
clear that the United States har-
bours no hostile intent towards

the DPRK,” he said.

Last Tuesday, North Korea
fired a newly developed ballis-
tic missile from a submarine in
its fifth round of weapons tests
in recent weeks.

South Korean officials said
the submarine-fired missile
appeared to be in an early stage
of development. That marked
the North's first underwater-
launched test since October in
2019 and the most high-profile
one since President Joe Biden
took office in January.

Missiles fired from sub-
marines are harder to detect in
advance and would provide
North Korea with a secondary,
retaliatory attack capability.

Tuesday's launch violates
multiple United Nations
Security Council resolutions
that ban any activity by North
Korea in the area of ballistic
missiles. Kim said the test
poses a threat to the interna-
tional community and is “con-
cerning and counterproduc-
tive” to efforts to promote
peace on the Korean
Peninsula.

Kim's South Korean coun-

ks

terpart, Noh Kyu-duk, said the
two had an “in-depth” discus-
sion on Seoul's push for a
symbolic, political declaration
to end the 1950-53 Korean War
as a way to bring peace. Noh
said he and Kim also reaf-
firmed that North Korea's
issues of concern can be dis-
cussed once talks are restarted.

The US-led talks on ending
North Korea's nuclear pro-
gramme have been largely
stalled since early 2019, when
a summit between then
President Donald Trump and
North Korean leader Kim Jong
Un collapsed due to disputes
over US-led sanctions on the
North.

The Biden administration
has repeatedly said it's ready to
meet North Korea “anywhere
and at any time” without pre-
conditions. But North Korea
says a return to talks is condi-
tional on the US dropping
what it calls a hostile policy
toward Pyongyang, an appar-
ent reference to the sanctions
and regular military drills
between Washington and
Seoul.

Obama criticizes Youngkin
in Virginia Guv’s race

AP W RICHMOND, VA

Former President Barack
Obama offered a sharp
rebuke of the Republican can-
didate for Virginia governor,
Glenn Youngkin, as he encour-
aged voters on Saturday to
support Democrat Terry
McAuliffe in the closely
watched race.

Obama accused Youngkin
of portraying himself as a
friendly everyman while
encouraging what Obama
called "lies and conspiracy the-
ories" about widespread voting
fraud in the 2020 elections.
Former President Donald
Trump has continued to push
the false narrative about elec-
tion fraud, which fueled the
Jan. 6 insurrection at the U.S.
Capitol.

"Either he actually believes
in the same conspiracy theories
that resulted in a mob, or he
doesn't believe it but he is
willing to go along with it, to
say or do anything to get elect-
ed. And maybe that's worse ...
because that says something
about character,” Obama said.

Youngkin, a former private
equity executive and a first-
time candidate, initially made
"election integrity" the center-
piece of his campaign and
refused for months to say
whether President Joe Biden
was legitimately elected. He has
since said that Biden was, and
that  there was not
widespread fraud in last year's
elections.

Obama described
McAuliffe — the state's gover-
nor from 2014-2018 — as an
experienced, steady hand and
told a crowd of what organiz-
ers said was 2,000 people gath-
ered outdoors at Virginia
Commonwealth University in
Richmond that the Nov. 2 elec-
tion would "show the country
and the world that we're not
going to indulge in our worst
instincts."

The former president said
he understood voters are worn
down, both from the country's
divisive politics and the strain
of the pandemic. But he said
there's too much at stake to not
cast a ballot.

"We don't have time to be
tired. What is required is sus-
tained effort," he said.

Asked for comment, a
Youngkin campaign
spokesman called Obama's
remarks "false statements" and
accused The Associated Press
of "indulging the fantasies of
the Terry and the left because
they can't run on their failed
record and radical vision for
the future."

Another country
stops Sputnik

jabs after South
Africa HIV fears

AFP B JOHANNESBURG

Namibia has discontinued
the use of Russia's Sputnik
V Covid-19 vaccine following
concerns raised by neighbour-
ing South Africa, the health
ministry said on Saturday.

Neighbouring South Africa
earlier this week said it would
not approve Sputnik V due to
concerns it could increase the
risk of HIV infection among
men, a claim the
vaccine's developer says is
unfounded.

The Namibian health min-
istry said in a statement that
following South Africa's deci-
sion it was suspending, with
immediate effect, use of the
shots until the formula is list-
ed for emergency use by the
World Health Organization.

"The reason for discontin-
uation of the administration of
the vaccine is being done out of
abundance of caution that men
who received Sputnik V may be
at higher risk of contracting
HIV when exposed to it," said
the ministry.

Over 2K migrants
march out of southern

L =

city in Mexico
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A caravan of migrants, mostly from Central America, heading north, stop to rest in
the Alvaro Obregon community, Tapachula municipality, Mexico on Saturday ~ AP

AP W TAPACHULA

Over 2,000 migrants, main-
ly Central Americans,
began walking out of a city in
southern Mexico on Saturday
where they have essentially
been trapped.

The migrants walked along
a highway leading west and
north toward the U.S. border,
and pushed past a line of state
police who were trying to stop
them.

There were minor scuffles
and a small child suffered a
slight head wound, but the
migrants continued on their
way.

They made it only a few
miles (kilometers) to the near-
by village of Alvaro Obregon
before stopping to rest for the
night at a baseball field.

José Antonio, a migrant
from Honduras who did not
want to give his last name
because he fears it could affect
his case, said he had been
waiting in Tapachula for two
months for an answer
on his request for some sort of
visa.

"They told me I had to wait
because the appointments were
full," said the construction
worker. "There is no work
there (in Tapachula), so out of

necessity I joined this group.”

He said he hopes to make
it to the northern city of
Monterrey to find work, adding
"We'll go on, day by day, to get
as far as we can."

Police, immigration agents
and National Guard have bro-
ken up smaller attempts at
similar breakouts earlier this
year.

Tens of thousands of
migrants from Honduras, El
Salvador and Haiti have been
waiting in the southern city of
Tapachula for refugee or asy-
lum papers that might allow
them to travel, but have grown
tired of delays in the process.

Unlike previous marches,
the one that started Saturday
from Tapachula did not include
as many Haitian migrants,
thousands of whom reached
the U.S. border around Del Rio,
Texas in September.

In August, National Guard
troops in riot gear blocked
several hundred Haitians,
Cubans and Central Americans
who set out walking on a high-
way from Tapachula.

Mexico requires migrants
applying for humanitarian visas
or asylum to remain in the bor-
der state of Chiapas, next to
Guatemala, for their cases to be
processed.

Pope Francis: Don’t send
migrants back to Libya
and inhumane camps

AP W VATICAN CITY

Pope Francis on Sunday
made an impassioned plea
to end the practice of return-
ing migrants rescued at sea to
Libya and other unsafe coun-
tries where they suffer "inhu-
mane violence."

Francis also waded into a
highly contentious political debate
in Europe, calling on the inter-
national community to find con-
crete ways to manage the "migra-
tory flows" in the Mediterranean.

"I express my closeness to
the thousands of migrants,
refugees and others in need of
protection in Libya," Francis
said. "I never forget you, I
hear your cries and I pray for
you."

Even as the pontiff
appealed for changes of
migrant policy and of heart in
his remarks to the public in St.

Peter's Square, hundreds of
migrants were either at sea in
the central Mediterranean
awaiting a port after rescue or
recently coming ashore in Sicily
or the Italian mainland after
setting sail from Libya or
Turkey, according to authori-
ties. Dozens of others sent out
a plea for help from a flimsy
rubber dinghy.

"So many of these men,
women and children are sub-
ject to inhumane violence," he
added. "Yet again I ask the
international community to
keep the promises to search for
common, concrete and lasting
solutions to manage the migra-
tory flows in Libya and in all
the Mediterranean."

"How they suffer, those
who are sent back" after rescue
at sea, the pope said. Detention
facilities in Libya, he said "are
true concentration camps."

Turkey decision on
envoys regrettable,
says Finland’s PM

AP W HELSINKI

Finland's leader said Sunday
that the Turkish president's
decision to order that 10 for-
eign ambassadors, including
the Nordic country's envoy, be
declared persona non grata
after calling for the release of a
jailed philanthropist and
human rights
activist was a “regrettable situ-
ation”

Prime Minister Sanna
Marin told public broadcaster
YLE that “this is a tough reac-
tion” from Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who
announced the move on
Saturday.

A declaration of persona
non grata against a diplomat
usually means that the indi-
vidual is banned from remain-

ing in their host country. The
diplomats were summoned to
Turkey's foreign ministry on
Tuesday.

The envoys from the U.S,,
France, Germany, Netherlands,
Canada, Denmark, Sweden,
Finland, Norway and New
Zealand had issued a statement
calling for a resolution to the
case of Osman Kavala, a busi-
nessman and philanthropist
held in prison since 2017
despite not having been con-
victed of a crime.

“This is a very regrettable
situation. We've considered it
important that the decisions of
the European Court of Human
Rights are respected and com-
plied with, and therefore have
called for the release of this
human rights activist, Marin
said.

Biden hosting budget
talks in Delaware with
Schumer, Manchin

AP W WASHINGTON

President Joe Biden was host-
ing two pivotal senators for
meetings in Delaware on
Sunday in hopes of resolving
lingering disputes over
Democrats' long-stalled effort
to craft an expansive social and
environment measure.

Senate Majority Leader
Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., and
Sen. Joe Manchin, D-W.Va,,
were scheduled to attend the
session, the White House said.

Manchin and Sen. Kyrsten
Sinema, D-Ariz., two of their
party's most moderate mem-
bers, have insisted on reducing
the size of the package and have
pressed for other changes.

Democrats  initially
planned that the measure
would contain $3.5 trillion

worth of spending and tax ini-
tiatives over 10 years. But
demands by moderates led by
Manchin and Sinema to con-
tain costs mean its final price
tag could well be less than $2
trillion.

Disputes remain over
whether some priorities must
be cut or excluded. These
include plans to expand
Medicare coverage, child care
assistance and helping lower-
income college students.
Manchin, whose state has a
major coal industry, has
opposed proposals to penalize
utilities that do not switch
quickly to clean energy.

The White House and con-
gressional leaders have tried to
push monthslong negotiations
toward a conclusion by the end
of October.

Cheaper Covid-19 tests 1n place for
vaccinated travellers to England

PTI ® LONDON

Fully vaccinated travellers
returning to England from
countries not on the travel
ban red list can use a Covid-19
negative Lateral Flow Test
(LFT) instead of the more
expensive Polymerase Chain
Reaction (PCR) test, under
the new rules effective from
Sunday, which could boost the
country's tourism sector.

Other parts of the UK -
Wales, Scotland and Northern
Ireland - are also expected to
follow similar LFT rules for
vaccinated travellers in the
coming weeks.

Travellers vaccinated in
over 100 countries, including

India, will also be treated the
same as returning fully vacci-
nated residents in England,
the government said.

This means that travellers
arriving in England from a
non-red list country can use
LFT instead of the PCR on or
before day two.

“I'm delighted that from
today eligible travellers to
England, who've had the life-
saving Covid-19 vaccine can
benefit from a cheaper lateral
flow test, providing faster
results,; UK Health Secretary
Sajid Javid said.

“This huge boost to the
travel industry and the public
will make it easier and cheap-
er for people to book holidays

and travel abroad, and it is
because of our incredible vac-
cine programme that this is
possible. Anyone who tests
positive must take a PCR test,
which, if positive, may be
genomically sequenced to
check for variants and further
help us fight this virus,” he
added. Travellers must take a
photo of their LFT and book-
ing reference supplied by a pri-
vate provider and send it back
for verification.

They will also be able to
book a test which they can take
on arrival at several testing cen-
tres located at certain airports
in England.

“The change in rules for
post-arrival tests will give pas-

sengers more options and faster
results, just in time for many
half-term holidays. It's thanks
to the success of our vaccina-
tion programme that we can
make this switch - giving the
industry and consumers a
much-needed boost,” said UK
Transport Secretary Grant
Shapps.

Travellers who have already
bought PCRs for travel do not
need to undergo another test.

“Testing and self-isolating
if you are positive remain cru-
cial steps to managing the pan-
demic and stopping the spread
of Covid-19 in the communi-
ty, Dr Jenny Harries, Chief
Executive of the UK Health
Security Agency, said.

China reports 43
new Covid cases

PTI ® BENING

China reported 43 new
Covid cases, including four
locally transmitted infections in
Beijing, health authorities said
on Sunday.

The four new locally
transmitted coronavirus cases
detected in Beijing pushed the
total infections in the city dur-
ing the current outbreak to 13.

The four people, who live
in the same residential com-
munity in Beiqijia Township
located in the northern subur-
ban district of Changping, are
all close contacts of previous-
ly confirmed cases, the munic-
ipal health commission said.

They have been sent to a
designated hospital for treat-
ment and epidemiological
investigation is underway,
state-run Xinhua news agency
reported.

National Health
Commission (NHC) said
besides the four infections in
Beijing, 39 other cases were
reported from different parts of
the country. This include 17
imported cases.

Of the new 26 local cases,
seven were reported in Inner
Mongolia, six each in Gansu
and Ningxia, four in Beijing
and one each in Hebei, Hunan
and Shaanxi, the commission
said.
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WINTER SESSION OF PARLIAMENT

Govt likely to introduce 2
key financial sector Bills

PTI B NEW DELHI

The Government may intro-
duce two key financial sec-
tor bills, including the pro-
posed law for facilitating pri-
vatisation of public sector
banks as announced by the
Finance Minister in the Budget.

The Government is also
likely to table amendments to
the Pension Fund Regulatory
and Development Authority
(PFRDA) Act, 2013, to enable
separation of the National
Pension System Trust (NPS)
from the PFRDA for ensuring
universal pension coverage.

The Government is likely
to table amendments in the
Banking Regulation Act, 1949,
during the forthcoming Winter
Session of Parliament, sources
said. Apart from this, amend-
ments would be needed in the
Banking Companies
(Acquisition and Transfer of
Undertakings) Act, 1970, and
the Banking Companies
(Acquisition and Transfer of
Undertakings) Act, 1980, for
privatisation of banks, sources
said.

These Acts led to the
nationalisation of banks in two
phases and provisions of these
laws have to be changed for the
privatisation of banks, they
said.

A month-long winter ses-
sion of Parliament is expected
to start by the end of the next

month. The second batch of
Supplementary Demands for

Grants, allowing  the
Government to undertake
additional expenditure other
than the Finance Bill, would
also be introduced for approval.
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman while presenting
the Budget for 2021-22 had
announced the privatisation
of public sector banks (PSBs) as
part of disinvestment drive to
garner Rs 1.75 lakh crore.
“Other than IDBI Bank,
we propose to take up the pri-
vatization of two Public Sector
Banks and one General
Insurance company in the year
2021-22 she had said.
For ensuring privatisation
of a general insurance compa-
ny, the government has already

received approval from
Parliament for the
General Insurance

Business (Nationalisation)
Amendment Bill, 2021, in the

monsoon session ended in
August 2021.

With the amendment in
the PFRDA Act, sources said,
powers, functions and duties of
NPS Trust, which are current-
ly laid down under PFRDA
(National Pension System
Trust) Regulations 2015, may
come under a charitable Trust
or the Companies Act.

The intent behind this is to
keep NPS Trust separate from
the pension regulator and
managed by a competent board
of 15 members. Out of this, the
majority of members are like-
ly to be from the government
as they, including states, are the
biggest contributor to the cor-
pus.

The Trust was established
by PFRDA for taking care of
the assets and funds under
NPS. The proposal to separate
the two job roles hasbeen
under consideration for the last
couple of years.

A country can provide fishery subsidies if it maintains
stocks at sustainable levels: India’s proposal in WTO

PTI B NEW DELHI

Amember country of the
World Trade Organisation
(WTO) can provide subsidies
to its fishermen if it maintains
stocks at a biologically sus-
tainable level, according to a
proposal submitted by India
last month.

India has also proposed
that a country engaged in dis-
tant water fishing (fishing
beyond 200 nautical miles from
its sea shores) cannot provide
fishery subsidies for 25 years
from the date of entry into
force of the fisheries subsidies
agreement, an official said.

Fishing in distant waters
or in some other country’s ter-
ritory is a major problem when
it comes to maintaining fish
stocks at sustainable levels.
Such activities lead to depletion
of fish stocks in the oceans and
this happens because of use of
highly mechanised vessels or
boats for industrial fishing.

This agreement is under
discussion among the 164
WTO members in Geneva.

The aim of these negoti-
ations is to discipline subsidies
with the overall objective to
have sustainable fishing and to
eliminate TUU (illegal, unre-
ported and unregulated) fish-
ing subsidies and prohibit sub-
sidies contributing to overca-
pacity and overfishing.

There are primarily three
areas of fishing -- territorial
waters (12 nautical miles from
the sea shore), EEZ (exclusive
economic zones - 200 nautical
miles), and high seas. There are
certain developed countries

which go into high seas for
exploiting the fishing stock.

The current proposal
submitted by India assumes
significance as it has stated that
the draft text which is at pre-
sent under negotiations is
unbalanced.

“The present text is
unbalanced and only when
Indian suggestions (from its
proposal) are considered and
incorporated suitably, then only
it will be a balanced text for
negotiations. The present text
cannot form the basis of nego-
tiations because it is not bal-
anced.

Only when these sugges-
tions are discussed, deliberat-
ed and in some manner incor-
porated in the revised text, then
India can start the text-based
negotiations,” the official said.

In the WTO, member
countries negotiate through a
text to finalise an agreement.

The official added that the
current draft text, which is
under negotiations, does not
provide a conducive policy
space for developing and least

developed countries (LDCs)
that are yet to develop their
fishing capacities.

“Therefore, the princi-
ple of polluter pays and com-
mon but differentiated respon-
sibilities and respective capa-
bilities concept must be applied
in line with the popular
demand of developing coun-
tries made at a meeting on July
15 this year,” the official said.

The suggestion of India for
a moratorium of 25 years on
countries that are engaged in
distant water fishing is based on
FAO’s (Food and Agriculture
Organization) code of con-
duct for responsible fisheries,
which was adopted in 1995. It
has recognised the issues of
overfishing and depletion of
fish stocks.

Further, India has also pro-
posed that member countries
engaged in distant water fish-
ing after this agreement comes
into effect should have to
reduce such activities by certain
specified percent every year till
overcapacity or overfishing
persists.

money

India sees registration
of over 16,570 new
firms 1n September

PTI B NEW DELHI

As many as 16,570 new com-
panies were registered in
the country in September, tak-
ing the total number of active
companies to more than 14.14
lakh, according to official data.

Data from the corporate
affairs ministry showed that a
total of 22,32,699 companies
were registered in the country
as on September 30.

QOut of them, 7,73,070
companies were closed, 2,298
were assigned dormant status
as per the Companies Act,
2013, 6,944 were under liqui-
dation and 36,110 were in the
process of being struck-off.

As per the ministry’s
monthly information bulletin
for the corporate sector, there
were 14,14,277 active compa-
nies as on September 30.

Citing an analysis regis-
tration of new companies dur-
ing September 2019 to
September 2021 period, the

[ i -

ministry said the data indicates
that monthly registration of
companies has increased after
hitting lowest of 3,209 in April
2020.

“A total of 16,570 com-
panies were registered in
September 2021 as compared
to 16,641 in September 2020.
An increase (24.68 per cent) in
registration of companies has
been witnessed in September
2021 over the previous month...
A total of 4,535 LLPs were reg-
istered in September 2021 as
compared to 4,016 LLPs in
September 2020,” the ministry
said. Out of the 14,14,277
active companies, the ministry
said 14,05,098 were limited by
shares, 8,872 were limited by
guarantee and 307 were unlim-
ited companies. Among the
7,73,070 closed companies at
the end of September, 7,13,052
were declared defunct and
struck-off after issuance of
notice under the Companies

IS THE THIRD COVID
WAVE KNOCKING ON
OUR DOOR?

According to reports, Dr Agrawal
said further details and the exact num-
ber of AY.4.2 cases in India would be
available soon.

AY.4.2 is a descendant of the Delta
variant, which has so far been consid-
ered the most dangerous form, affect-
ing millions. Delta has been studied
closely using genome sequencing since
early this year and its tribe has extend-
ed up to AY.39. The lineage AY.4 was
considered the fastest growing in many
continents, including India, in the last
three months until the UK health
authorities earlier this week announced
the spread of AY.4.2.

The UK health authorities have
named AY.4.2 as a “variant under
investigation” that “appears to have a
modestly increased growth rate com-
pared to Delta”. The AY.4.2 lineage has
mutations of Delta and Delta derivative
AY.4 and has spike mutations A222V
and Y145H that help the virus enter
human cells more easily. The UK,
which has the biggest database on
AY.4.2 has started comparative analy-
ses of ‘Pandemic not over’

Recent studies have shown that the
Oxford vaccine, sold as Covidshield in
India, is effective against Delta. The
third genomic sequencing report of the
BMC in Mumbai showed that while
breakthrough infections (getting Covid
despite vaccination) have been noted,
the vaccine has resulted in a lower num-
ber of hospitalisations, disease severi-
ty and deaths.

MID-SEA DRUG BUST
CASE TURNS MURKY

Among other things, Sail has made
a serious allegation that he “overheard”
Kiran Gosavi, for whom he works as a
personal bodyguard and who is also an
“independent” witness in the case,
while talking to one Sam D’Souza, as
saying: “you put a bomb of Rs 25 crore,
let’s settle for Rs 18 crore and give Rs 8
crore to Sameer Wakhende”

Gosavi is one of the nine indepen-
dent witnesses in the cruise ship raid
and alleged recovery of drugs, in which
Bollywood super star Shah Rukh Khan’s
eldest son Aryan Khan and seven oth-
ers were detained on October 2 and for-
mally arrested on October 3.

Gosavi is an “absconding accused”
booked for allegedly duping a Pune-
based man on the pretext of offering a
job in Malaysia.

Sali also stated in his affidavit that
he had seen Pooja Dadlani (Shah Rukh
Khan’s manager) talking to Gosavi. He
also claimed that on being told so by
Gosavi, he went to a location sometime
later to collect Rs 50 lakh cash and that
he collected “two bags filled with it”

Sail claimed that he carried the two
bags of cash and delivered them to Sam
D’souza near Trident Hotel in south
Mumbai. “However, when he (Sam
D’souza) counted the case, it was only
Rs 38 lakhs,” he stated in the affidavit.

Alleging that Gosavi might have
been either killed or abducted, Sail
claimed in his concluding remarks of his
six-page affidavit: “I say that KP Gosavi
is missing now and I now fear that NCB
officials and other persons involved may
kill me or abduct me like KP Gosavi. As
seen in big cases, witnesses are often
killed or taken away and I therefore

FROM PAGE 1

want to state the truth”

In his shocking revelations on the
circumstances leading to the arrest of
youngsters in the mid-sea bust case, Sail
quoted Gosavi as saying that in all 13
people were arrested on October 2 (and
not eight persons as claimed by the
NCB). Among other things, Sail stat-
ed that he was told by Gosavi’s driver
Vijay Suryavanshi on the morning of
October 2 to wait near the NCB’s
office in south Mumbai, “where Gosavi
is in meeting with NCB official” and
later at around 12 noon, Gosavi had
asked him t0 come at “Green Gate””

From there, Sail and Gosavi bought
alot of foodstuff including Frankie rolls,
cold drinks and water, which they
took inside the Green Gate near the
boarding pad of the cruise ship, and he
distributed the eatables to Wankhede
and other NCB staffers.

Sail remained in the waiting area of
the International Cruise Terminal and
that afternoon Gosavi sent him a few
photographs on WhatsApp with
instructions to keep a lookout for
them.

Salil identified one of the persons
and informed Gosavi who replied to me
“That person who I identified is caught
and 13 people are arrested” At 7 pm that
day, Gosavi asked Sail to bring his
Innova car inside after telling the CISF
security personnel Sameer Wankhede’s
name, but the security did not permit
the vehicle, forcing him (Gosavi) to
come out, change his clothes and again
enter the Green Gate.

“At about 10.30 pm I was called by
KP Gosavi to the boarding area. I saw
Aryan Khan in one of the cabins at the
cruise boarding area. I saw one girl
Munmun Dhamecha and others in one
of the cabins with the NCB sleuths,” Sail
stated, adding that NCB officer took
Aryan Khan in the Innova car to the
NCB office. “Ataround 1 am, I received
a call from Gosavi, instructing me to
sign as a pancha and calling me to the
NCB office. I reached there and Sameer
Wankhede instructed the staff to take
my signature and name. One Shekar
from NCB told me to sign on ten blank
papers,” Sail stated, adding that he sent
a copy of his Adhaar card by WhatsApp
to the NCB official.

In his affidavit, Sail subsequently
goes on to talk about what he “over-
heard” Gosavi telling one Sam D’souza
about the money deal.

FOUR JEM ULTRAS
PLANNING ATTACK ON
CRPF CAMPS, IAF BASES
IN J&K

The other modus operandi of the
terrorist pinpointed was not snatching
weapons from the Special Operations
Group (SOG) of the Jammu & Kashmir
police as they fire back on the attack-
ers. The terrorists were also instructed
by the Pakistani masterminds not to fire
on any party which is close to a bunker
as the personnel inside the bunker may
fire back on the attackers.

Such detailed modus operandi of
the terror groups suggest they have full
assessment of counter action by various
security forces. The ultras know to dis-
criminate between the forces in terms
of perceived retaliation by them to the
attackers. The terrorists have clearly
identified the soft targets primarily in
the district police and CRPF which is
a matter of concern for the agencies,
sources said.

“The repeated inputs of CRPF
being chosen by the terror groups for
terrorist attacks pose a major challenge
to the Central paramilitary to seek an
image makeover by displaying itself to
be having the potential to hit back hard
against the ultras. There is also a need
to review the current trend of CRPF
relying mostly on the Jammu &
Kashmir police for intelligence and act-
ing as an adjunct of the police for secu-
rity planning and counter-terror action,”
conceded a senior security official.

Long-term security challenges need
to be addressed through a mix of inde-
pendent dynamic action against the ter-
ror groups on the ground and per-
spective plans for the long haul to con-
tain terrorism being directed by
Pakistan through the terror groups affil-
iated to the Pakistan army and ISI
(Inter-Services Intelligence), officials
added.

TIME FOR SIDELINING
PEOPLE OF JAMMU
OVER, SAYS SHAH

Addressing the gathering on the
occasion, Shah said that the era of injus-
tice towards the residents of Jammu was
over and now no one can cause any
injustice to them. “You have faced
injustice for years, but now Jammu and
Kashmir will develop together and
both will take India forward together;’
he said.

Presenting his Government’s report,
Shah listed schemes that have been
inaugurated during the last few years.
“Earlier there were 500 medical seats,
now 2,000 students pursue their MBBS
degree and no one needs to go any-
where. I have not seen a modern IIT
campus like the one which has been
inaugurated here today. Discussions
were also held about how II'Ts, IIMs and
ATIIMS will complement each other by
creating new types of courses together.
Apart from this, 25,000 Government
jobs have been given by the Service
Selection Board, out of which 7,000 peo-
ple have been handed their appointment
letters today;” he said.

Asserting that new investments
will help create five lakh new jobs, Shah
said so far land has been allotted for an
investment of Rs 7,000 crore in Jammu
and Rs 5,000 crore in Kashmir.

The Union Home Minister said that
today some people raise questions
about security, but “let me give some fig-
ures to them. Between 2004-2014 as
many as 2,081 civilians died, which is
208 civilians per year. From 2014 to
September 2021, 239 civilians lost their
lives in an unfortunate manner which
is 30 per year instead of 208, he said,
adding that the Government wanted to
create a situation where not even a sin-
gle person is killed and terrorism ends
completely.

MODI TO TRAVEL TO
ROME FOR G-20 MEET,
UK FOR COP-26

The COP-26 is being held from
October 31 to November 12 under the
Presidency of the UK partnering with
Italy. The high-level segment of COP-
26, titled the World Leaders’ Summit
(WLS), will be held on November 1-2.
Heads of State of more than 120 coun-
tries will attend the meet. The COP-26
was originally slated to be held in 2020,
but was deferred to 2021 in view of the
Covid-19 pandemic.

The UNFCCC embodies the glob-
al will and vision to combat climate
change. The periodic Conference of
Parties to this convention have emerged
as global climate summits, providing an
opportunity for stocktaking and for
charting the way forward.

Modi last attended the COP-21 in
Paris in 2015, when the Paris
Agreement was concluded, and whose
implementation commences this year.
At COP-26, the Parties will work to
achieve the completion of Paris
Agreement implementation guidelines;
the mobilization of climate finance;
actions to strengthen climate adapta-
tion, technology development and
transfer; and keeping in reach the
Paris Agreement goals of limiting the
rise in global temperatures.

The Ministry said Modi will hold
numerous bilateral meetings on the
sidelines of COP-26, including with
Boris Johnson.

MODI TO GIVE ‘DIWALI
GIFTS’ TO KASHI,
NATION

Kalikadham bridge worth Rs 19.14
crore; Sangam ghat near confluence of
rivers Ganga and Gomti at Kaithi
worth Rs 10.66 crore; Markandey
Mahadev Ghat on river Ganga at Kaithi
worth Rs 5.14 crore; tourism develop-
ment work under PRASAD Yojana
Phase-2 at Dashashwamedh Ghat worth
Rs 10.78 crore; underground parking at
Circuit House worth Rs 26.77 crore;
underground parking at Town Hall
worth Rs 23.31 crore; Padam Vibhushan
Late Girja Devi Hall at Chowkaghat
Cultural Complex worth Rs 6.94 crore
and bio-CNG plant at Shahshahpur
Goshalaya Kendra worth Rs 23 crore.

Meanwhile, elaborate security
arrangements have been made at the
venue and other places, including Lal
Bahadur Shastri International Airport
at Babatpur and the meeting of Advance
Security Liaison (ASL) was held under
the chairmanship of ADG to give final
shape to all security arrangements at the
venue as well as routes. Senior police
officers were also present.

District Magistrate Kaushal Raj
Sharma and other senior officers also
visited the rally site to inspect the
arrangements. For ensuring foolproof
security, about 3,000 police personnel,
including NSG commandos, three IG-
rank police officers, 13 SPs, 25 ASPs, 40
DSPs and 12 companies of PAC apart
from fire tenders, dog squad, bomb dis-
posal squad and intelligence personnel
have been deployed. For maintaining
law and order, prohibitory orders under
Section 144 of the Criminal Procedure
Code have already been imposed since
Saturday which would remain effective
till Monday midnight.

Besides, rehearsal was made by the
administrative and security personnel
apart from launching a massive check-
ing drive in various adjoining areas
including at Rohania, Mirza Murad,
Raja Talab, Harahua and others apart
from railway stations, bus depots, hotels
etc. Three helipads have been con-
structed near the rally meeting apart
from Swiss cottages for the VVIPs
including the prime minister, UP gov-
ernor and chief minister. Along with
this, several traffic restrictions have been
imposed in the areas and for parking of
vehicles, as many as five sites have been
developed. There will be nine entry
gates, excluding the ones for VVIPs and
VIPs.

Rent of retalil
space up
11-17% in
Delhi’s
upscale mkts

PTI B NEW DELHI

R;ntals of high-street retail
re inching back to pre-
Covid levels in Delhi-NCR on
the back of revival in business,
as rents in upscale Khan
Market, South Extension and
Connaught Place have risen 11-
17 per cent during July-
September compared to the
previous quarter, according to
Cushman and Wakefield.

“Rentals inching back to
pre-Covid levels as market
activity strengthens,” global
property consultant Cushman
and Wakefield (C&W) said in
its report ‘Marketbeat- Delhi-
NCR, Retail Q3 2021’ (July-
September).

The Delhi-NCR market
recorded improved retail activ-
ity during the September quar-
ter, the consultant said, adding
that early signs of recovery
could be seen with a pick-up in
retail leasing. “With rentals
inching back to pre-COVID
levels and accommodation on
commercial terms narrowing,
the only direction for retail in
the coming months is
upwards,” said Vibhor Jain,
Managing Director, North,
Cushman & Wakefield.

“Increased vaccination and
a low caseload have certainly
played an important role in the
return to normalcy and high-
er consumer confidence,” the
report said On rent sce-
nario, the consultant found
that the rentals of high street
location Khan Market
increased 12.5 per cent to
1,350 per square feet during
the July-September quarter as
against the previous quarter.

Govt may raise over
310,000 cr via
Bharat Bond ETF

PTI B NEW DELHI

he Government is likely to

launch the next tranche of
the Bharat Bond ETF by
December and expects to raise
over 310,000 crore to fund
growth plans of central public
sector enterprises, according to
a senior finance ministry offi-
cial. The official added that the
fund requirements of CPSEs
are being worked out and the
third tranche of the exchange-
traded fund (ETF) will be
launched by the end of the cal-
endar year. “We are finalising
on the amount to be raised but
it would be over 310,000 crore;”
the official said.

Bharat Bond ETF is an
exchange-traded fund that
invests in debt of public sector
companies.

Petrol, diesel
prices hiked for
Sth straight day

DIESEL ABOVE 3100 IN WEST BENGAL

PTI W NEW DELHI

Petrol and diesel prices on
Sunday were hiked for the
fifth straight day by 35 paise per
litre each, pushing pump rates
to new high across the country.

The price of petrol in Delhi
rose to its highest-ever level of
%107.59 alitre and ¥113.46 per
litre in Mumbai, according to
a price notification of state-
owned fuel retailers.

In Mumbai, diesel now
comes for 3104.38 a litre, while
in Delhi, it costs ¥96.32 per
litre.

This is the fifth consecu-
tive day of the price hike.
There was no change in rates
on October 18 and 19, prior to
which prices were hiked by 35
paise per litre each on four
straight days.

While petrol has already
hit the ¥100-a-litre mark or
more in all major cities of the
country, diesel has touched
that level in over one-and-a-
half dozen states and UTs from

Jammu & Kashmir to Tamil
Nadu. West Bengal on Sunday
became the latest state to have
the nation's most used fuel
above that level.

Purulia, Krishnanagar,
Baharampur and Cooch Behar
districts of the state had diesel
above 3100-a-litre mark.

Prices differ from state to
state, depending on the inci-
dence of local taxes.

Petrol price has been hiked
on 21 occasions since
September 28, when a three-
week-long hiatus in rate revi-
sion ended. In all, prices have
gone up by X 6.4 a litre.

438 infra projects
show cost overrun
of 4.3 lakh crore

PTI B NEW DELHI

s many as 438 infrastruc-

ture projects, each worth
%150 crore or more, have been
hit by cost overruns totalling
more than 4.3 lakh crore,
according to a report.

The Ministry of Statistics
and Programme
Implementation monitors
infrastructure projects worth
Rs 150 crore and above.

Of the 1,670 such pro-
jects, 438 reported cost over-
runs and 563 were delayed.

“Total original cost of
implementation of the 1,670
projects was 321,66,048.11
crore and their anticipated
completion cost is likely to be
325,96,907.70 crore, which
reflects overall cost overruns of
34,30,859.59 crore (19.89 per
cent of original cost),” the min-
istry’s latest report for
September 2021 said.

According to the report,
the expenditure incurred on
these projects till September
2021 is 12,54,512.40 crore,
which is 48.31 per cent of the
anticipated cost of the projects.

However, the report said
that the number of delayed pro-

jects decreases to 380 if delay
is calculated on the basis of lat-
est schedule of completion.

Further, for 808 projects
neither the year of commis-
sioning nor the tentative ges-
tation period has been report-
ed.

Out of the 563 delayed
projects, 100 have overall delay
in the range of 1-12 months,
120 have been delayed for 13-
24 months, 216 for 25-60
months and 127 projects have
delays of 61 months and above.

The average time overrun
in these 563 delayed projects is
47 months. Reasons for time
overruns as reported by various
project implementing agencies
include delay in land acquisi-
tion, delay in obtaining forest
and environment clearances,
and lack of infrastructure sup-
port and linkages.
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‘I would like to

be known by the
characters | portray,
and not my name...’
—Pratik Gandhi
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ADDING EXTRA TO THE ORDINARY - mmi

Replicating his real life, actor-philanthropist SONU SOOD focusses on the impactful
work by individuals through his forthcoming show, It Happens Only In India. He tells
SAIMI SATTAR why it has become essential to narrate such inspirational stories

playing the antagonist after his

debut in supporting roles in
Tamil films Kallazhagar and Nenjinile.
That was till the time the pandemic
struck.

From distributing food packets
and sending migrant labourers home
to supporting students and providing
employment, all it took was two
years. The mere mention of his name
is enough to evince widespread admi-
ration all around. Not surprisingly,
National Geographic Channel roped
him for a new show, It Happens Only
In India, where he narrates stories of
people who have gone above and
beyond the daily grind to leave a last-
ing imprint on lives around them.

Sonu Sood had made a career of

<It happens only in India is some-
thing we say a lot about this coun-
try. So, what was it that made you
take the show up?

The kind of social media madness
that we are obsessed with means that
we do not have time to tell stories. As
children, we heard stories being nar-
rated by our grandparents which
have left an imprint on our minds.
However, the younger generation
does not have anyone to tell them sto-
ries and neither do they have the time.

Coming to this show, It Happens
Only In India, on National
Geographic, which features people
who were unaware that they have a
hero within them and unknowingly
they tapped into it to do something
that astonished and inspired the
country. It was important to tell the
world that rather than stories begin-
ning from, ‘Once upon a time, they
are some that start with, ‘“There was
this common man in Jharkhand
who..” And when we tell the story of
a common person to another of his
ilk, it makes him/her special. It is
important to narrate these incidents.
I am happy that I can narrate these
stories which happen to inspire me as
well. It is striking that, with just an
idea, a person can change lives and
inspire people.

+Why is India unique, in your
opinion?
If we talk about India, there are

A CELEBRATION
E UNIGUE
ORIES OF IMNDIA

THAPPENS
ONLY ™

so many people, religions, languages.
We see everything changing every
day. When we meet people abroad,
they always react to us coming from
the country and express a desire to
visit India. They want to explore
India. Even as an Indian, if you visit
the four corners of our nation, it
would appear as if you are in four dif-
ferent countries. Not just geograph-
ically, the people, attire, food, every-
thing is starkly different. There is def-
initely a certain uniqueness. While we
might be saying it because we are
Indians, yet we can’'t dismiss the fact
that there is something special about
our country that exerts a sense of awe
across the globe.

Do you believe in the power of
one? That a single person can make
a difference?

I always believe that you can only
fight battles alone. Karwaan to baad
me judta hai (People joined me later).
During the pandemic, when we were
helping people and I told some
friends who have settled abroad that

I am planning to send people to their
homes. Their reaction was, “How is
it even possible that when we can’t
even step out of our buildings, how
can you send people in buses?” I told
them, “Let me try” And when those
10 buses were leaving with 350 peo-
ple on board for Karnataka, I did not
know a single person. But the happi-
ness on their faces and the thankful-
ness in their folded hands told me that
this story is not restricted to these few.
It is spread across the entire country.
Istill don’t know how I was able to do
this. It isn’t about what’s inside a per-
son that propels him/her forward. It
is the prayers and the blessings of the
people that take this ahead. When I
was sending people to their homes, it
was the prayers of their parents and
family members that enabled me to
get permission from different author-
ities. I hope, the blessings will keep
coming.

+Initially, you started with distrib-
uting food packets, realised that
people wanted to go home and

then your focus shifted to generat-
ing livelihoods. Essentially, one
thing has led to another.

To date, I have been able to
employ 2.80 lakh people. Earlier we
were assisting 2,000-2,200 students in
education and now we are teaching
around 22,000 children. We are dis-
tributing medicines to people... but I
do not how all of this is happening.
We start an initiative, people got moti-
vated and got involved with it. In
medicine, for instance, doctors, hos-
pitals and pharmaceutical companies
came forward to do their bit. It was
a chain reaction which spread like a
wildfire. I recall the CEO of a big hos-
pital telling me, “We were doing a lot
of charity work earlier as well but after
getting involved with your initiative,
we have seen the transformation in
the doctors, staff, pharmaceutical
companies who feel that you are doing
this for people you don't know. As a
result, doctors waived off their fee,
pharmaceutical companies gave med-
icines for free, hospitals did not
charge for beds” So, more and more

people became involved with the
effort. The reaction was magical. I do
not know how it happened. That is the
biggest lesson of our life. We wonder
how this will happen... and then it
does. We often leave things midway
but that is what we shouldn’t be doing.
We should persevere. We might fall
or falter in the effort but we have to
dust that off and move forward.

<You played an anti-hero on screen
but now you are perceived as a hero
in real life. How do you bridge the
gap between the two?

I don’t know. A number of times
it has happened that brands have
debated whether to take me on board
for endorsing their products as I have
played negative roles on screen. They
wondered if the brand was in sync
with my image. And then, there
came a time when I signed every sin-
gle brand. When you try to change
your image, it might not happen. It
does on its own, with the blessings of
others. I can give examples of some
iconic films which were not made but
just came about. If you had asked me
about this work earlier, I would not
have been able to visualise it. Two
years back if you had told me that,
“Two hundred people would come to
your house every day to ask for help,”
I would have replied, “You have lost
your mind. How is that even possi-
ble?” You learn every day but you have
to remember the lesson so that when
you are put to test, you pass with fly-
ing colours.

4 On the professional front, do you
have any projects in the pipeline?

I completed a Telugu film,
Acharya, with Chiranjeevi and it will
release next year. There is a Yash Raj
film with Akshay, Prithviraj and me.
Then, there is a home production
which will start next year. I have
missed many big offers as I am
caught up with meeting people and
do not get the time to read scripts. But
three-four films are up for release next
year.

(The first episode of It Happens
Only In India airs tomorrow at 8
pm, only on National Geographic

Channel.)

Bollywood couple Neha Dhupia and Angad Bedi captured during the launch of Marks & Spencer’s Indian Fusion
Collection Photos by Pankaj Kumar

The sight of children in their
uniforms, with bags on their
shoulders and trooping into the
school, has been a rare sight for
a better part of the last two years.
While children were forced to
stay home in the wake of the
pandemic, they gradually accept-
ed a new way of schooling —
online learning.

However, with the restric-
tions slowly easing out and
things limping back to normal,
schools are gradually reopening
their gates and welcoming back
their students.

However, there is a larger
imperative in question. How do
schools make the transition
smooth for their students after a
long time away?

OBe open to in-depth conver-
sations

Coming back to school after
a long hiatus can prove to be a
major change in a child’s life.
Many children may have reced-
ed into their comfort zones and
shells, and may not find it easy
to speak to people all over again.
At such times, one can take small
steps into making students feel
comfortable and more aware.
Teachers need to motivate stu-
dents to speak up and share their
emotions. Engaging in open
conversations encourages stu-
dents to express themselves bet-
ter and provides reassurance
that they are in a safe space.

JOrganise ice-breakers

A new beginning calls for
newer measures. Orientation
programmes for kids can be a
great way to break the ice and

EXCEEDING
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EXPECTATIONS: SAIF

S Actor SAIF ALI KHAN has completed 28
\ years in the Hindi film industry. Looking

AAHANA KUMRA

‘Amal, my character, in Call
My Agent, the forthcoming
series, is a talent agent who . -
has to go through a myriad
of emotions everyday

DYBBUK

Mabhi, a newly married woman, brings an antique Jewish
box into her home. When Mahi and her husband Sam begin
to have paranormal experiences, they soon learn that the
box is a dybbuk containing an evil spirit. It starts stream-
ing on Amazon Prime Video from October 29.

HUM DO HAMAF?E DO

A comedy drama film directed by Abhishek Jain
and produced by Dinesh Vijan, Hum Do Hamare Do
features Rajkummar Rao and Kriti Sanon as a young
couple who are keen to adopt parents. It starts
streaming on Disney+ Hotstar from October 29.

£

MARADONA BLESSED DREAM

The series depicts the life and career of football
player Diego Maradona, from his beginnings in Villa
Fiorito to achieving glory with Barcelona, Napoli and
the Argentine team. It starts streaming on Amazon
Prime Video from October 29.

Getting back 1n the groove

Returning to school after an extended hiatus may be
stressful for students. ROHAN PARIKH suggests ways to help
facilitate learning and growing in the new normal

make students feel more at ease
while they’re at school. Through
such a programme, students can
get to know more about their
daily learning schedule once
again, meet and greet teachers,
explore extracurricular activities,
which gives them a better sense
of belonging and adventure at
school.

(ISet small, achievable goals
Change is a good thing when

TREND[:]¥.¥45;]

it’s balanced and calculated. But
sudden change can often lead to
anxiety. Switching from the
world of online learning to a
‘back-to-school’ model might
not be easy for a child. Hence, if
students feel nervous about
jumping back into school life,
teachers can set micro goals
and help by guiding their class-
room, reconnecting students
with old friends and making
them more comfortable at their

desks through numerous activ-
ities.

OPrioritise mental health for
children

Lockdown has made every-
one more anxious and stressed —
especially children. This sudden
shift in lifestyle has given rise to
numerous mental health issues
in children. At such times,
instead of emphasising a child’s
learning gaps, teachers need to
focus more on a student’s growth
over the past two years. With
more openness about under-
standing a student’s mental state,
teachers can appreciate their
grit and resilience in cruising
through this challenging year.

[JEngage with your students
In the initial days of the
school reopening, students might
feel that they’ve fallen behind on
their curriculum. Spending the
whole year in front of the com-

puter can make them feel high-
ly non-competitive. Thus, stu-
dents need to be kept engaged
through various activities and
other learning initiatives. An
excellent attendance record and
active participation can be the
key to bridging the prevalent
learning gaps and strengthening
the bonds.

[JAsk for help if the going gets
tough

Managing students is not an
easy feat; add the pandemic, and
it’s a different ball game alto-
gether. Kids are still trying to
make headway in a post-pan-
demic world and are highly
dependent on their teachers to
guide them. Hence, teachers
need to take the reins and help
students come to terms with
these new changes. However,
things can get overwhelming for
ateacher as well. At such times,
calling for additional help can
assist help you become better at
managing the students during
these tough times.

Time can heal anything, so
all we have to do is give things
some time. Schools need to
realise that students seek to
experience a sense of normalcy
when they return to school. By
acknowledging the way they feel
and giving them the space to
come to terms with their feelings,
schools can become an integral
part of the students’ emotional
journey.

(The author is the MD of

The Green Acres Academy, a

school by The Acres
Foundation.)
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PARINEETI CHOPRA

3

launch 10 years ago with
Ladies Vs Ricky Bahl and
when | look back, | cannot
help but feel that | have

INSPIRING OTHERS LIKE
HIM: ED SHEERAN

Grammy winning-singer ED SHEERAN
hopes that his stint as a storyteller will

| )Bag[k a:hhis jorl:r[[]?]y, he she;reg tgat it W(tan(’; because getting actors jobs, had an amazing career. It's hteIE[)tchiIdren, like him, who have a
feh.er an what is parents nad expecte or putting projects together the same as an amazing st }_fr' I be reading Jordan Scoft
! i y othim. is not everyone’s cup of tea. life. You have to have high & will be reading Jordan >Co

“When | was in school my parents used
to worry about me, thinking that | might end
up in a slightly destructive life. | am proud

of the fact that life is going quite well, as of
| now, even though it has been hard work at
times,” shared Khan, who was recently seen
in Bhoot Police.

| am overwhelmed by the
positive reviews we have
been receiving ever since
the trailer was released and |
am sure the show will be an
absolute entertainer.’

highs and low lows. You
have to have successes
and failures. Joys and
pain. | wouldn’t have been
the actor that | am today if
it wasn’t for all of that.’

and Sydney Smith’s / Talk Like A Y
River in a forthcoming episode of I-!
CBeebies’ Bedtime Story.

"Growing up, | had a stutter like the
boy from the story and, as a new dad, |
hope it helps inspire and support other
children,” expresses Sheeran.




IT WAS NOT THE EASIEST TARGETS TO CHASE BUT ONCE BATSMEN ARE SET, ANY TARGET CAN BE CHASED

Pak register first

PTI W DUBAI

Asupremely stylish Babar Azam
broke a 29-year-old jinx by guid-
ing Pakistan to an emphatic 10-wick-
et victory over India in the ICC T20
World Cup here on Sunday, their first
in 13 attempts against the bitter arch-
rivals at a global event.

The law of averages had to catch
up with India sooner or later after hav-
ing won seven ODI and five T20
World Cup games since they first met
at Sydney in 1992.

It was also a day when Virat Kohli
scored a half-century but was pale in
comparison of Babar (68 not out off
52 balls), who looked regal in attack,
elegant in defence and composed in
a chase of 152, which was achieved in
17.5 overs.

Worse, India haven't ever lost a
T20 International by 10 wickets and
Pakistan won by such a margin for the
first time, and what an occasion to
achieve the feat.

Babar had the exuberance of
Mohammed Rizwan (79 not out off 55
balls) to match his cool quotient as
Pakistan, not for once during the
entire match, looked like imploding.
In between them, they hit 12 bound-
aries and five sixes to make it a 'Super
Sunday’ for Pakistan.

On the day, there was only one
team that could have won and that was
Pakistan, who were better on a man-
to-man comparison with each Indian
player.

Match 17 |CC T20 WORLD CUP 2021
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It started with the captains. On a
track where Kohli struggled, Babar
just effortlessly found the gaps and
when required, hit those sixes as
release shots.

If India lost three wickets in
power play, Pakistan literally humil-

-
LIVE

iated their rivals with an opening
stand, which will be billed as one of
the best in this format for years to
come.

If Shaheen Shah Afridi was a
rockstar with his searing pace and
incisive swing, his new-ball counter-

part Bhuvneshwar Kumar bowled at
early to mid 120 kmph with no swing
at all.

If Pakistan's spin troika of left-
armer Imad Wasim (0/10 in 2 overs),
leg-spinner Shadab Khan (1/25 in 4
overs) and off-spinner Mohammed
Hafeez (0/10 in 2 overs) gave only 47
runs in their eight overs together,
Varun Chakravarthy (0/33 in 4 overs)
didn't have any 'mystery' about him as
he and Ravindra Jadeja (0/28 in 4
overs) gave away 61 runs.

If there was one team that felt the
pressure it was India as Babar seemed
like a man who was sitting in that
Indian dressing room that had no con-
trol over the proceedings.

In the chase, Pakistan looked in
complete control and Bhuvneshwar's
lack of pace and non-existent swing
made it easy for Rizwan to effortless-
ly cart him over square leg for a
six. Skipper Babar was also elegant
as he punched Mohammed Shami
off the back-foot and rocked back to
pull Jadeja over deep mid-wicket for
a six.

The 50 came in the 8th over and
before India realised, the duo had
taken the game away by posting the
highest ever opening stand against
India in T20 internationals.

When India batted, Kohli got sup-
port from Rishabh Pant (39 off 30
balls) during a 53-run stand but had
to do the bulk of heavy lifting in a
pressure cooker scenario, something
he has been accustomed to for the past

i

-ever WG win over India

one decade.

His innings had five fours and a
six as India managed a score which
gave the bowlers at least something to
tight for on a track that can't exactly
be called batting-friendly.

Shaheen, one of the most exciting
fast bowlers produced two unplayable
deliveries at the biggest stage under
pressure, which any batter would
have found difficult to negotiate.

The most difficult delivery from
a left-arm fast bowler is the one that
holds the line just when the batter had
committed for the angle.

In the case of Rohit (0), before he
could adjust his footwork, he got one
that was pitched on block hole and
straightened. It caught him plumb in-
front.

KL Rahul (3) thought that the ball
will straighten but it shaped in to
breach his defence and disturb the off-
stump.

Suryakumar Yadav (11) did get a
six over backward square leg off
Shaheen and a boundary off Imad
Wasim (0/10 in 2 overs) but Hasan Ali
bowled one back of the length which
he edged while trying to cut and a div-
ing Mohammed Rizwan behind the
stumps pouched it.

Pant joined Kohli as the power
play score read a disastrous 36 for
three. They added 53 runs in 6.4 overs
to get some momentum back in an
exciting stand dominated by the left-
hander.

The Indian captain did show
Shaheen, who is the boss as he made
room by shuffling towards leg-stump
and lofted him straight into his team's
dug-out for a six.

For Hasan Ali, he reserved an
exquisite square drive before he let
Pant take over the show, having par-
tially stabilised the initial rot.

Watching that there is a fielder
placed at '45', Pant first played a lap
shot off leg-spinner Shadab Khan
(1/22 in 4 overs) and then back-cut
Mohammed Hafeez from the middle-
stump to get two boundaries.

But the real fun was when he
smoked Hasan for two one-handed
sixes.

Shadab had the last laugh as a
mistimed slog sweep turned into a
return catch.

Kohli, who was playing the second
fiddle then took chargestage as he
attacked Hasan with a pull-shot and
a then played a cover drive as 10 runs
came off the 16th over.

However, Pakistani bowlers did-
n't err much at the death to keep the
score under check, credit for which
should go to Harris Rauf (1/25 off 4
overs).

Asa

anka's unbeaten win against B'desh

PTI W SHARJAH

oung left-hander Charith
Asalanka smashed an
unbeaten 80 off 49 balls while
fellow southpaw Bhanuka
Rajapaksa made a quickfire
half-century as Sri Lanka beat
Bangladesh by five wickets in
their T20 World Cup Super 12
Group 1 match here on Sunday.
Sri Lanka suffered a mid-
innings mini batting collapse
but recovered in time to chase
down the target of 172 with
seven balls to spare, thanks to
brilliant half centuries from
Asalanka and Rajapaksa (53 off
31 balls) with the duo stitching
86 runs in quick time for the
fifth wicket in jus 8.4 overs.
The 24-year-old Asalanka,
who has played just eight ODIs
and four T20Is before Sunday’s
match, held the Sri Lanka
innings together, hitting five

fours and as many sixes in his
entertaining unbeaten knock.
Coming in the 10th over,
the 30-year-old Rajapaksa
smashed three fours and as
many sixes in his 31-ball
innings as Sri Lanka reached
172 for 5 in 18.5 overs.
However Bangladesh
would certainly be disappoint-
ed with their shoddy outfield-

ing as Litton Das
dropped regulation catches of
both  Rajapaksa  and

Asalanka denying his team a
shot at victory.

Bangladesh got the break-
through with the fourth deliv-
ery itself as left-arm spinner
Nasum Ahmed got rid of open-
er Kusal Perera (1) who failed
to read a flatter and quicker
delivery and was clean bowled.

Despite the early jolt, Sri
Lanka were on the ascendency
with Asalanka getting the

boundaries with ease. He hoist-
ed Nasum for two sixes in the
third over and then punished
Mahedi Hasan for another
maximum to take Sri Lanka to
54 for 1 at the end of powerplay.

But Shakib Al Hasan trig-
gered a mini batting collapse
with two wickets — that of
Pathum Nissanka (24) and
Avishka Fernando (0) — in
four balls.

Mohammad Saifuddin
then dismissed Wanindu
Hasaranga (6) as Sri Lanka lost
three wickets in 10 balls for the
addition of nine runs.

Sri Lanka were 80 for 4 at
the halfway mark and set-bat-
ter Asalanka, who reached to
his fifty off 32 balls, kept them
in the hunt. He was going
great guns by hoisting
Mahmudullah for two sixes in
the 14th over.

Sri Lanka needed 46 from

the final five overs but Asalanka
and new batsman Rajapaksa
decisively titled the balance of
the game in their favour.
Rajapaksa smacked three sixes
in a sensational show of batting
pyrotechnics in the 16th over
bowled by Saifuddin from
which Sri Lanka took 22 runs.

Earlier, opener
Mohammad Naim and
Mushfiqur Rahim cracked
impressive half centuries to
steer Bangladesh to a compet-
itive 171 for four.

Joining forces in the eighth
over when their side was strug-
gling at 56 for two, Naim and
Rahim stitched a quick 73-run
stand in 8.3 overs to keep the
momentum going.

Naim hit six boundaries in
his 52-ball 62-run knock while
Rahim remained unbeaten on
57 from 37 balls with the help
of five fours and two sixes.

OTHE

Chelsea, Man City win big
without playing a striker in EPL

AP W LONDON thanks to two goals by Phil Foden, fol-
lowed a 5-1 win at Club Brugge mid-
week in the Champions League. It was
the sixth time in 14 games in all com-

petitions that City has scored three or

Chelsea and Manchester City did-
n't field a recognized striker
between them for their Premier League

games. more goals.
It didn’t stop them combining for Chelsea will spend another week
11 goals in ominous displays by leading the league — it is two

the two title contenders.

Missing injured strikers
Romelu Lukaku and Timo
Werner, Chelsea still powered to §
its biggest win of the season — 7-
0 against Norwich — with
playmaker Mason Mount
scoring a hat trick.

City doesn’t have an ¥
out-and-out striker in its f
squad after failing to sign
a like-for-like replacement
for Sergio Aguero in the
offseason but that isn'’t stop-
ping the champions scoring
freely this season.

A 4-1 victory at
Brighton, secured mainly

points ahead of City and four clear
of Liverpool, whose game in hand
¥ is at Manchester United on Sunday
— and the strength in depth in the
. squad should ensure Thomas
Tuchel’s team maintains a
. _title challenge this season.
There have been 16
different scorers for
Chelsea in all compe-
titions this season,
with Callum Hudson-
Odoi, Reece James
and Ben  Chilwell
also netting against last-
place Norwich alongside
Mount’s first Premier League
hat trick.

PTI B MELBOURNE

India’s T20 skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur dished out
an all-round performance to
guide Melbourne Renegades to a
comfortable seven-wicket win
over Sydney Sixers in the
Womens Big Bash league on
Sunday.

The 32-year-old took two
wickets for 17 runs in her four
overs to restrict Sydney Sixers to
118 for 4 and then blasted an
unbeaten 35 off 29 balls, studded
with one four and two sixes, to
script a successful chase in 17
overs.

Harmanpreet, who had
recently returned to action after
recovering from a shoulder injury,
was adjudged the player of the
match.

Young Shafali Verma, howev-
er, had a disappointing day as she

was dismissed for a golden duck
by Melbourne skipper Sophie
Molineux (1/18).

Sixers Radha Yadav had a decent
outing as she scalped one wicket
for 12 runs in two overs but was-
n't enough to stop the Renegades.

R SPORTS
Harmanpreet stars in
Melbourne Renegades’ win

Shafali’s teammate in Sydney

Yadav also took a sharp

— DASUN SHANAKA, SRI LANKA CAPTAIN

» Scorcboard

BANGLADESH (BATTING)
Mohammad Naim (62)
Mushfiqur Rahim (57)
Liton Das (16)

SRI LANKA (BOWLING)

Chamika Karunaratne 3 (12, 1 wkt)
Binura Fernando 3 (27, 1 wkt)
Lahiru Kumara 4 (29, 1 wkt)

Total 171 (4 wickets, 20 overs)

SRI LANKA (BATTING)
Charith Asalanka (80)
Bhanuka Rajapaksa (53)
Pathum Nissanka (24)

BANGLADESH (BOWLING)

Shakib Al Hasan 3 (17, 2wkt)
Nasum Ahmed 2.5 (29, 2wkt)
Mohammad Saifuddin 3 (38, 1wkt)

Total 172 (5 wickets, 18.5 overs)

» Scoreboard

INDIA (BATTING)
Virat Kohli (57)
Rishabh Pant (39)
Ravindra Jadeja (13)

PAKISTAN (BOWLING)
Shaheen Afridi 4 (31, 3wkt)
Hasan Ali 4 (44, 2wkt)
Shadab Khan 4 (22, 1wkt)

Total 151 (7 wickets, 20 overs)

PAKISTAN (BATTING)
Mohammad Rizwan (79)
Babar Azam (68)

INDIA (BOWLING)
Bumrah 22/0
Bhvneshwar 23/0

Total 152/0 (17.5 overs)

'pointstabe

Group A
Team Matches NRR Points
England 1 +3.970 2
Sri Lanka 1 +0.583 2
Australia 1 +0.253 2
South Africa 1 -0.253 0
Bangladesh 1 -0.583 0
West Indies 1 -3.970 0
|
Group B
Team Matches NRR Points
Pakistan 1 +0.973 2
India 1 -0.973 0
Afghanistan 0 +0.000 O
Namibia 0 +0.000 O
New Zealand O +0.000 O
Scotland 0 +0.000 O

PTI B SHARJAH

Bangladesh’s premier all-
rounder Shakib Al Hasan
on Sunday became the leading
wicket-taker in the history of
T20 World Cups, surpassing
former Pakistan skipper Shahid
Afridi when he dismissed Sri
Lanka’s Pathum Nissanka dur-
ing their Super 12 match here.

Shakib entered the game
with 39 wickets in 28 matches.

Having produced a match-
winning spell (4/9) against
Oman in the preliminaries,
Shakib, one of the world’s lead-
ing all-rounders, found himself
among the wickets in the teanm’s
first Super 12 game, against Sri

Shakib becomes T20 World
Cup’s highest wicket-taker

Lanka.

Afridi picked 39 wickets in
34 matches.

Shakib went past Afridi’s
record when he used his vast
experience to get the better of
Nissanka with a flighted deliv-
ery.

Two balls later, Shakib
bowled Avishka Fernando for
his 41st wicket in the tourna-
ment.

With Bangladesh having
made the Super 12s and guar-
anteed to play at least five
matches, it was only a matter of
time before the left-arm spin-
ner bettered Afridi’s record.

Shakib is also the current
highest wicket-taker in T20Is.

return catch to dismiss Courtney
Webb (23).

In another match, Poonam
Yadav endured a tough time as
she bled 19 runs for no wicket in
her 2 overs but her team Brisbane
Heat won the match by 5 runs
over Adelaide Strikers in a rain-
hit game.

Vardhan, Balu quality for main draw of tennis Natonals

PTI W NEW DELHI

Former champion Vishnu Vardhan
and Sharmada Balu recorded easy
wins over their respective opponents
to qualify for the men’s and women’s
singles main draws of the Fenesta
national hard court tennis champi-
onships, here on Sunday.

Vishnu foiled the bid of talented
Ajay Malik 6-2 6-1 while Sharmada
Balu beat Kiran Kalkal 6-1 6-2 in her
match.

“It was a good match, I am very
happy with the way I played. I think
in the last three matches, this is the
best I have played. Court 1 is my
favourite here at the DLTA. I am
indeed happy to be playing the
Fenesta Open again, in the main
draw;” said Vishnu.

Also making it to the men’s sin-
gles main draw were Parikshit
Somnani and big-hitting Siddharth
Vishwakarma.

Parikshit outplayed Jagmeet Singh
6-3, 6-2 while Lucknow’s Siddharth
got the better of Lohith Aksha
Bathrinath 6-2 6-4.

Vishwakarma said he was taking
it step by step.

“It was a good game. I was a bit
nervous as I started playing after a
long time,” he said.

In other final round qualifying
matches, Shruti Ahlawat beat Anjali
Rathi 6-2, 6-1 while Sudipta Sen beat
Ishwari Anant 6-3, 6-0.

Farhat Aleen Qamar won 6-3 6-
3 against Sonashe Bhatnagar while
Sehfali Arora beat Radhika Yadav 6-
4, 6-0.

“I struggled a bit in the beginning
but was able to pull through. Overall,
I am happy with my wins over the last
two days and am in the main draw;,”
said Sharmada Balu.



