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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday laid the

foundation stone for the Raja
Mahendra Pratap Singh State
University and reviewed the
progress of work on the Aligarh
node of Uttar Pradesh defense
corridor,  calling it a “big day”
and sounding the bugle for the
2022 State Assembly  polls.  

Locks manufactured in
Aligarh used to secure houses
and now the defence equip-
ment made in Aligarh will
secure the nation’s borders, he
said. 

In his 40-minute address,
apart from introducing the
youth to Raja Mahendra Pratap
Singh, Modi also highlighted
the importance of Aligarh.

Praising the work of Yogi
Adityanath, he said the Chief

Minister has created an envi-
ronment of investment in UP,
wooing a large number of
investors to the State.

He said the Yogi
Government has given a new
identity to the locks and hard-
ware industry of Aligarh.
Industries and SMSEs will get
special benefits from this, and

in the next few years �900 crore
will be invested, he said.  

UP defense corridor is
bringing huge investment and
employment opportunities.
This happens when the neces-
sary environment for invest-
ment is created, the PM added.

Calling it a big day for UP,
Modi said Aligarh, which was

known to manufacture locks
for securing houses will now
play an important role in secur-
ing the boundaries of India by
manufacturing defence equip-
ment. 

He said India will not only
become self-reliant in defence
but will also become a major
exporter in the sector.
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Some countries may have
started offering booster

doses as an option to counter
virulent Delta variant of Covid-
19, but an international group
of scientists has rejected the
idea of giving booster dose to
combat Delta variant of Covid-
19, asserting that vaccine effi-
cacy against the severe virus is
so high that booster doses for
the general population are “not
appropriate” at this stage in the
pandemic. 

The World Health
Organization (WHO) also has
disfavored the  idea of giving
third doses to all stating that it
may be necessary for the most
at-risk populations. “But for
now, we do not want to see
widespread use of boosters for
healthy people who are fully
vaccinated,” the WHO has said.

Published in the Lancet
journal, the review by the sci-
entists, including from the
WHO and two from the US
Food and Drug Administration
(FDA), summarises the cur-
rently available evidence from
randomised controlled trials
and observational studies pub-
lished in peer-reviewed jour-
nals and pre-print servers and
asserts that the benefits of the
first shots are clear.

It added that vaccination
had 95 per cent efficacy against

severe disease both from the
Delta variant and from the
Alpha variant, and over 80 per
cent efficacy at protecting
against any infection from
these variants.

Although vaccines are less
effective against asymptomatic
disease or against transmission
than against severe disease,
the unvaccinated minority are
still the major drivers of trans-
mission, the scientists argued in
the review published on
Monday.

The observation comes
even as the US is currently
reviewing evidence for boost-
er doses for Americans and
many other countries including
Israel, Italy, France and Russia
who have already rolled out the
third dose of Covid jabs.

India too has been con-
templating giving booster dose
to the vaccinated people hav-
ing low antibody levels.

“The move is being con-
templated as over 20 per cent
of the inoculated population
has failed to develop antibod-
ies against SARS-CoV2,”
Director of Bhubaneswar-based
Institute of Life Sciences (ILS)
Dr Ajay Parida had recently
indicated.

However, lead author Ana-
Maria Henao-Restrepo from
the WHO in the review in the
Lancet noted that taken as a
whole, the currently available
studies do not provide credible
evidence of substantially
declining protection against
severe disease, which is the pri-
mary goal of vaccination. 

“Even if some gain can ulti-
mately be obtained from boost-
ing, it will not outweigh the
benefits of providing initial
protection to the unvaccinated,”
said the lead author.

Last week, Pascal Soriot,
CEO of AstraZeneca, also said
a third dose of vaccines against
Covid-19 may not be needed
for everyone.

The WHO has, meanwhile,
called for an extension of a
global moratorium on Covid-
19 booster doses, with an aim
to enable every country to
vaccinate at least 40 per cent of
its population.

According to the WHO,
globally 5.5 billion vaccine
doses have been administered,
but 80 per cent have been
administered in high-and
upper-middle income coun-
tries.

“The vaccines that are cur-
rently available are safe, effec-
tive, and save lives. Although
the idea of further reducing the
number of Covid-19 cases by
enhancing immunity in vacci-
nated people is appealing, any
decision to do so should be evi-
dence-based and consider the
benefits and risks for individ-
uals and society.

“These high-stakes deci-
sions should be based on robust
evidence and international sci-
entific discussion,” added co-
author Soumya Swaminathan,
WHO chief scientist.
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As the Covid-19 pandemic-
induced lockdowns

wreaked havoc on the econo-
my and livelihoods, an addi-
tional 31 million people were
pushed into extreme poverty in
2020 compared to 2019,
according to a report that high-
lighted stark disparities caused
by the crisis worldwide.

The annual Goalkeepers
Report, co-authored by Bill
Gates and Melinda French
Gates for their foundation,
however, noted that while 90
per cent of advanced
economies will regain pre-pan-
demic per capita income levels
by next year, only a third of low
and middle income economies
are expected to do so. Hence,
there is a need for investment
in local partners to strengthen
the capacity of researchers and

manufacturers in lower-income
countries to create the vaccines
and medicines they need, the
report said. 

“(The past year) has rein-
forced our belief that progress
is possible but not inevitable,”
wrote the co-chairs. “If we can
expand upon the best of what
we’ve seen these past 18
months, we can finally put the
pandemic behind us and once
again accelerate progress in
addressing fundamental issues
like health, hunger, and climate
change,” they wrote.

The Goalkeepers Report

follows a similar study by
Azim Premji University that
talked about lockdown impact
on India, saying that around 23
crore Indians have been
pushed into poverty during the
last one  year. It said the rural
poverty rate increased by 15
percentage points and the
urban poverty rate by 20 points
in India.

The report co-authored
by Bill Gates and Melinda
French Gates also highlighted
the disproportionate econom-
ic impact that the pandemic
has had on women globally. 
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The Janata Dal (U), a key ally
of  the Modi Government,

is toeing a different  political
theme is evident again as its
president Rajiv Ranjan   Singh
‘Lalan’ on Tuesday frowned at
the “abba jaan” remarks of
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath, saying  polit-
ical parties should maintain
“restraint” in their comments
and that the country belongs
to everyone, be it Hindus,
Muslims, Christians or any
other community.

The JD(U) recently decid-
ed to send its senior leader
KC Tyagi to a rally being
organised  in Jind on
September 25 by INLD chief
Om Prakash Chautala, seen as
part of the effort for forming
a non-BJP, non-Congress
front.

The JD(U) has also decid-
ed to “strongly fight” the
upcoming Assembly polls in
Uttar Pradesh and Manipur.
The JD(U) has, earlier, been
quite unhappy with the BJP
that it had led its six of the
seven MLAs in Arunachal
Pradesh to the saffron fold in

December 2020.  
The party is likely to

organise its national executive
meeting in UP in November
and its office-bearer’s meeting
in Manipur as it works to gal-
vanise  its organisational
machinery in the two States.

Prior to this, the BJP ally
has also been  putting pressure
on  the Modi Government to
agree to conduct an OBC
census in the country.

“Terms like ‘unity in
diversity’ are used for our
country. The country belongs
to all. No remarks should be
made that harm the country,”
Singh, a confidant of Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar,
told reporters when asked for
his reaction to the BJP leader’s
comments.
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After the fall of the Republic
of Afghanistan, 153 media

outlets have stopped their activ-
ities in 20 provinces, local
media reported citing the
organisations supporting free
media in the troubled country.

According to officials at the
organisations, these outlets
include radio, print and TV
channels and both economic
problems and restrictions are
reportedly the main reasons
for not being able to operate
anymore, Tolo News reported on
Tuesday.

The officials said if the
media’s financial crisis is not
solved and restrictions against
them are not addressed, more
outlets are likely to cease oper-
ating in the country.

“If the organisations sup-

porting media do not pay atten-
tion to media outlets, soon we
will witness the closing of the
remaining outlets in the coun-
try,” Tolo News quoted
Hujatullah Mujadadi, the
deputy head of the Afghanistan
Federation of Journalists as say-
ing.

“The continuation of this
trend has created concerns. We
urge international organisations
to take immediate action to
address this problem.
Otherwise, soon it will be the
end of press freedom and other

human and civil liberties,” Tolo
News quoted Masroor Lutfi,
representative of the
Afghanistan National
Journalists’ Union as saying.

The organisations support-
ing free media in Afghanistan
said economic problems are
serious, and operating under
restrictions creates big chal-
lenges for media in Afghanistan.

The Taliban, however, has
said they will try to create a safe
environment for media and
journalists to continue their
jobs.
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There has been a 76 per cent
reduction in proposed coal

power pipelines since the Paris
Agreement was signed in 2015.
After assessing the global
pipeline of new coal projects, a
new report has said the decline
indicates the end of new coal
construction, which is wel-
come news for tackling climate
change.

The report by climate
change think tank E3G comes
ahead of the UN High-level
Dialogue on Energy in
November where countries
will advance their individual
and collective commitments to
“no new coal projects” and also
asking richer countries to pro-
vide support to countries in
pivoting towards a coal-free

future.
Coal is the single largest

contributor to climate change.
According to a recent UN
report (IPCC), the use of coal
needs to fall 79 per cent by
2030 on 2019 levels to meet the
pledges countries signed up to
in the Paris Agreement.

China alone accounts for
55 per cent of the global total,

followed by India — which is
home to 7 per cent (21GW) of
the global pipeline — Vietnam,
Indonesia, Turkey, and
Bangladesh. The report point-
ed out that action by these six
countries could remove 82 per
cent of the remaining global
pipeline.

This leaves 44 countries
without a pre-construction

pipeline, and in a position to
commit to “no new coal”, join-
ing 40 countries that have
made this commitment since
2015. Together, they can
respond to Guterres’ call for
“no new coal by 2021”.

The remaining pipeline is
thinly spread across 31 coun-
tries, 16 of which are only one
project away from embracing
a future without coal.

These countries could fol-
low global momentum and
regional peers in ending their
pursuit of new coal-fired
power generation.

If China follows East Asian
neighbours Japan and South
Korea in ending overseas coal
finance, it would facilitate the
cancellation of over 40GW of
pipeline projects across 20
countries, said the report.
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The Trinamool Congress
(TMC) has nominated for-

mer Assam Congress leader
Sushmita Dev for the upcom-
ing Rajya Sabha elections. She
is being nominated for the
seat vacated by former TMC
Rajya Sabha member Dr
Manas Bhuniya, who is
presently a Minister in the
Mamata Banerjee Cabinet.

Sushmita Dev is the daugh-
ter of late Congress leader and
Union Minister from Silchar
Santosh Mohan Dev. She
recently left her former party to

join the Trinamool Congress.
The election for the Rajya
Sabha seat is slated to be held
on October 4.

Dev’s nomination to the
Rajya Sabha is part of TMC
supremo Mamata’s north-east-
ern plans. According to
sources, the Bengal Chief
Minister who is trying to make
inroads into Assam politics by

appropriating the Muslim and
Bengali-speaking votes in that
State will in all probability use
Dev for the purpose.

“We are extremely pleased
to nominate
@SushmitaDevAITC to the
Upper House of Parliament.
@MamataOfficial’s vision to
empower women and ensure
their maximum participation
in politics shall help our soci-
ety to achieve much more!” the
party tweeted. Dev, who was
one of the national spokesper-
sons of the grand old party and
its women’s wing chief,
switched over to the Mamata
Banerjee-led camp last month.

Meanwhile, Tamil Nadu’s
ruling DMK has announced Dr
Kanimozhi Somu and KRN
Rajeshkumar as the party’s
candidates for the Rajya 
Sabha elections scheduled for
October 4.
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President Ram Nath Kovind
will be on a four-day visit to

Himachal Pradesh from
Thursday and will stay at a pri-
vate hotel here instead of The
Retreat at Chharabra, where he
normally stays.

He will stay at Cecil hotel
at Chaura Maidan as four staff
members of The Retreat -- the
President's residence at
Chharabra on the outskirts of
Shimla had tested positive for
COVID-19 on Saturday.

“The President would
address the special session of
the State Assembly on Friday
at 11 am to mark the golden
jubilee of Himachal Pradesh's
statehood,” said Assembly
Speaker Vipin Singh Parmar
while talking to the media-
persons here.

Kovind will be the third
President to address the
Himachal Assembly. Then

Presidents APJ Abdul Kalam
and Pranab Mukherjee had
addressed the State Assembly
in 2003 and 2013, respective-
ly, Parmar said.

All those who will come in
close contact with the
President will have to carry a
COVID-19 RT-PCR negative
report even if they have been
fully vaccinated against the
Coronavirus, he added.

Besides sitting MLAs, all
the former MLAs including
former Chief Ministers Shanta
Kumar and Prem Kumar
Dhumal have been invited to
attend the special session on
Thursday. Ninety-three for-
mer MLAs, including Kumar
and Dhumal, have given their
consent to attend the special
session.  MPs and former
MPs from the hill state will
also attend the session.

Parmar said that a group
photo of the President with
the current and former legis-

lators will also be taken as a
memory at the Assembly.

According to the schedule,
the President will  reach
Annadale Helipad on
September 16 at 12 noon via
Chandigarh from Palam
Airport, Delhi. Subsequently,
he will reach Cecil hotel at
Chaura Maidan here at
around 12.25 pm.

On September 17, the
President will address the
State Assembly while in the
evening, he will attend a cul-
tural programme at 7.30 pm
and banquet at 8 pm hosted by
the state Governor.

On September 18, the
President will be chief guest at
the valedictory ceremony of
the Indian Audit and
Accounts Ser vice (IAAS
Officer Trainees of 2018 and
2019 Batches) at the National
Academy of Audit and
Accounts at Shimla from 11
am to 12 noon.
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In a bid to boost revenue of
civic bodies in the state, the

Manohar Lal Khattar
Government in Haryana has
decided to chalk out a com-
prehensive plan of revenue
generating projects for munic-
ipalities.

For this,  the State
Government will rope in a
consultancy firm which will
prepare an integrated plan
for utilization of all vacant
lands in municipal councils
and municipal committees.

The municipalities have
been under focus of the State
Government during the
COVID-19 crisis as they are
struggling to increase rev-
enues while facing budget
shortfal ls .  There are 11
municipal corporations, 19
municipal councils and 58
municipal committees in
Haryana, as on January 2021.

The State Government has
constituted a high-level com-
mittee under Additional
Director (Admn) Urban Local

Bodies, Haryana to finalize
the process for hiring a con-
sulting firm by the end of this
month.

“In a bid to identify the
relevant revenue streams for
municipalities and prepare a
detailed project in this regard,
the State Government has
decided to hire a consultancy
firm,” said a senior officer of
Haryana Government while
talking to The Pioneer.

The officer said that the
consultancy firm would be
entrusted with the task to
prepare a database of all
vacant lands of municipal
councils and municipal com-
mittees in Haryana, providing
suggestions for income gen-
erating projects on these
vacant municipal lands in
order to boost the revenue of
the civic bodies. They would
also prepare proposal docu-
ments for commercially viable
projects to be set up on vacant
municipal lands in the state,
he said.

“The government is
exploring various options in
terms of revenue generating

projects like housing, PPP
(public-private partnership)
infrastructure or tourism pro-
jects among others,” the offi-
cers said.

Apart from State
Government’s funding, the
primary revenue sources for
municipalities are service fees,
fines, taxes, and assets such as
buildings and properties.

“The State Government
aims at improved governance
and faster delivery of services
of civic bodies besides aug-
menting the revenue genera-
tion,” the officer added.

Earlier in June this year,
the State Government had
released a policy, under which
people, who have shops or
houses on lease or rent from
the municipalities for over
20 years, can become owners
of the property by paying a
price below the collector rate. 

The move was aimed at
earning revenue for the
municipalities and also, pro-
viding a relief to long-term
tenants of residential properties
and retail stores on municipal
land in Haryana.
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Haryana Government on
Tuesday said that in com-

pliance with the orders of
Supreme Court regarding
blockade of national highway
no 44, Sonipat District
Administration has held talks
with protesting farmers to
give way to the common man
and shift to one side of the
road.

While taking up a writ
petition regarding the protest-
ing farmers on NH-44, the
Supreme Court had asked the
Sonipat District
Administration to provide way
to common people in public
interest on the Kundli-Singhu
border near Sonipat on

national highway no-44 where
the farmers are protesting
against the three central farm
laws for over nine months.

An official spokesman of
Haryana Government on
Tuesday said that in compli-
ance of these orders, the
Deputy Commissioner of
Sonipat, Lalit Siwach held a
meeting with the farmers' rep-
resentatives in Sonipat. The

officers of the District
Administration and police
were also present in the meet-
ing. The Deputy
Commissioner informed the
farmers that while taking up a
writ petition, the Supreme
Court has ordered that the
farmers protesting on Kundli-
Singhu border in Sonipat dis-
trict on national highway no-
44 to give way to common
man and shift to one side of
the road

During the meeting,
Siwach said that the coopera-
tion of the farmers is expect-
ed so as to comply with the
directions of the Supreme
Court.  The Deputy
Commissioner also said that
the construction work of

national highway-44 under
the National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI)
has also been blocked for a
long time due to the farmers’
protest which is causing incon-
venience to the people.

With the completion of
the construction work of the
national highway, the general
public will be at ease. In such
a situation, if the farmers give
way on one side of the road,
then the construction of the
national highway will be com-
pleted soon, he informed.

On the request of the
Deputy Commissioner, the
farmers’ representatives have
assured to give a positive reply
in this matter, the spokesman
added.
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Under attack over his appeal
to farmers to ‘move farm-

ers’ protest out of Punjab’, Chief
Minister Capt Amarinder
Singh on Tuesday said that his
appeal to the protesting farm-
ers to shift their agitation out
of the State has been “misun-
derstood” and given a “politi-
cal twist”.

Terming as unfortunate
the “political twist” given by the
farmers to his appeal, Capt
Amarinder said that the stir is
damaging the interests of
Punjab and its people, and not
the Adanis or Jio who have
minimal presence in Punjab.

“It is unfortunate that the
farmers agitating against the
black farm laws have given a
political twist to my remarks
instead of understanding the
pain and misery caused to the
people on account of their
protests in the state, which are
quite uncalled for, given my
Government’s continued sup-
port to them,” said Capt
Amarinder while reacting to
the Samyukt Kisan Morcha’s
criticism of his remarks on the
issue.

The Chief Minister lament-
ed that despite his
Government’s unequivocal
support to their cause, the
farmers had misinterpreted his
appeal and had, instead, tried
to link it with the upcoming
Assembly polls in Punjab.
“Congress government, as well
as the people of Punjab, have
always stood with the farmers
on the issue of the farm laws,

and it is sad that they are now
suffering due to the continued
protests of the farming com-
munity across the State,” he
added.

Asserting that there was no
question of trying to split the
farmers of Punjab and
Haryana, all of whom were
equal victims of the apathy of
the BJP-led Governments at the
Centre and in the neighbour-
ing State, Capt Amarinder said:
“My government, in contrast,
has not only firmly supported
the farmers’ fight against the
Farm Laws but had even
brought in amendment Bills in
the Vidhan Sabha to mitigate
their adverse impact...Those
Bills had, unfortunately, not
been forwarded by the
Governor to the President for
assent.”

Pointing out that the farm-
ers’ fight was against the BJP,
which was solely responsible for
thrusting the anti-farmer legis-
lations on Punjab and other
states, Capt Amarinder said
that inconveniencing the people
of Punjab was not justified in
the circumstances.

He rejected the Morcha’s
claims that there was no paral-
ysis of the Government in
Punjab due to the farmers’
protests, pointing out that it was
not the Adanis or the Ambanis
whose interests were being hurt
by such protests but the com-
mon people of the state, as well
as its economy.

The Adanis’ assets in
Punjab were a miniscule 0.8
percent of their total assets, and
the presence of the Reliance

Group stood at a nominal 0.1
percent, the Chief Minister
observed, adding that the loss-
es caused to these industries due
to the farmers’ unrest in the
State were too minor to be of
any serious concern to them. “It
is the people of Punjab who are
suffering due to the disruption
of services as a result of the
protests,” he said.

“Continued protests in
Punjab will push industry out of
the state, which would have a
severe impact on the economy,
which the Government is still
trying to revive from the crisis
into which the previous SAD-
BJP Government had pushed it,
said the Chief Minister.

Already, the situation was
becoming serious on the grain
storage and procurement front
due to the agitation, with lifting
of the stocks by the FCI and
state agencies getting obstruct-
ed, he said. “With the wheat
stocks having already complet-
ed four years of storage, the
unused capacity is was getting
ruined, while also resulting in
financial burden on the public
exchequer due to payment of
guaranteed charges to the silo
owners as per agreements of hir-
ing,” said Captain Amarinder,
disclosing that the stocks lying
in the FCI Adani silo at Moga
alone was worth Rs 480 crore.

All the movement of wheat
stocks from FCI Adani silo,
Moga and FCI silo, Kotkapura
is halted due to the ongoing
farmers protest against the farm
laws, whereas, 1,60,855 MT of
wheat stocks of previous crop
years stored in the Adani silo,

Moga by FCI needs to be liqui-
dated on priority, as deteriora-
tion of these stocks may lead to
losses to the Public exchequer.
The value of stocks in Moga
Adani silos is approximately Rs
480 crores.

Further, pointed out the
Chief Minister, construction of
silos awarded by FCI in the State
was getting delayed as farmer
unions were not allowing JCBs
and trucks to enter the con-
struction sites. This was a seri-
ous cause of concern since the
GoI/FCI had already
announced that from RMS
2024-25 onwards, procurement
of wheat in the central pool will
only be done as per the available
covered or scientific storage
capacity.

What is further likely to
damage the state’s interests is
reports of silo concessionaires or
parties also considering to shut
down the projects being set up
in Punjab, he added.

“If things continue in this
manner, we will lose out on
investment, revenue and
employment opportunities,” the
Chief Minister warned, adding
that this would lead to serious
paralysis of the government in
Punjab.

The farmers could not pos-
sibly want to lead Punjab and its
people back into the depths of
despair from which his gov-
ernment had barely managed to
pull them out over the past four
and a half years, said Capt
Amarinder, once again urging
the farmers to discontinue their
protests in Punjab, which was
not even remotely responsible
for their plight.
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After staying off road for
more than a week, Punjab’s

government buses will be back
on road from Wednesday after
the protesting contractual and
outsourced employees of the
state transport undertakings
(STUs), including Pepsu Road
Transport Corporation
(PRTC), Punjab Roadways
and the Punbus, decided to
postpone their strike till
September 29.

The protestors, during a
detailed meeting with the
political adviser to the Chief
Minister Capt Sandeep
Sandhu besides other offi-
cials, were promised 30 per-
cent increase in their salaries
along with five percent hike
every year. In addition, they
were also assured to take the
final call regarding their reg-

ularisation within a week’s
time.

Taking note of the
Government’s assurances, the
protesting employees have, as
of now, decided to suspend
their ongoing strike while set-
ting a 14-day deadline for the
State Government to fulfil the
assurances.

“They were demanding
eight days, but we have given
them 14 days. In case they fail
to issue a notification in these
14 days, we will resume our
‘chakka jam’ on the fifteenth
day,” said Punjab Roadways,
Punbus, and PRTC Contract
Workers’ Union’s state presi-
dent Resham Singh Gill.

No less than 8200 road-
ways employees were agitating
against the State Government
since September 6, demanding
regularisation of their ser-
vices and increase in fleet size
from around 2,500 buses at
present to at least 10,000 and
measures to check transport
mafia.

Due to the ongoing strike,
the general public is facing a
lot of inconvenience. At the
same time, the Government is
also facing a loss of crores of
rupees every day as out of
1,100 buses of PRTC, only 300
buses are plying on their route.
Among the protestors are the
workshop staff, advance tick-
et bookers, drivers, and con-
ductors in large numbers.
“The Government has assured
a 30 percent hike in salary for
the contractual and out-
sourced employees, along with
five percent annual hike. They
have assured that the notifi-
cation in this regard will be
issued by September 15,” said
Gill.
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Haryana on Tuesday did
not report any fresh fatali-

ty due to COVID-19 while 17
more people tested positive for
the virus, taking the overall
infection tally to 7,70,676.
According to the health depart-
ment's daily bulletin, the death
toll stands at 9,807. A day
before, the state’s Health
Department had added 121
Covid fatalities to the daily bul-
letin after the conclusion of a
”death audit” by a committee
with regards to these deaths.
Meanwhile, six fresh cases were
reported from Panchkula and
four from Gurugram. 

No fresh case was registered
in 13 of the 22 districts in the
State.   The active cases stands
at 118, while the tally of recov-
eries has reached 7,60,521. The
recovery rate was recorded at
98.68 per cent, the state's bul-
letin stated. 

THREE DEATHS
REPORTED IN HIMACHAL

The neighboring state of
Himachal Pradesh reported 195
fresh COVID cases taking the
total tally to 216088. Three
deaths were also reported in the
State taking the toll to 3626.
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For 2022 Punjab Assembly
elections, the State poll

panel has decided to set up as
many as 24,689 polling booths
in the State, a rise from existing
number of 23,211, after ratio-
nalization and due to continu-
ing COVID-19 pandemic.

Announcing this during
an informal interaction with
the media, the state Chief
Electoral Officer (CEO) Dr S
Karuna Raju on Tuesday said
that due to the COVID-19
pandemic, the limit of voters
falling in a polling booth has
been reduced from existing
1,400 to 1,200 which has led to
an enhancement in the num-
ber of polling booths across the
State. Dr Raju said that the
Election Commission of India
(ECI) has given its concur-
rence to arrange additional
EVMs (electronic voting
machines) required for the
ensuing Assembly Election in
Punjab. “10,500 Control Units
(CU) and 21,100 VVPATs are
being transported from differ-

ent districts of Madhya
Pradesh to various districts of
Punjab,” he said, adding that
with the addition of these
machines, the office of Punjab
CEO will have 45,316 Ballot
Units (BU), 34,942 Controlling
Units (CU) and 37,576 VVPAT
machines.

The Chief Electoral Officer
asserted that the EVMs are
being transported duly adopt-
ing the Standard Operating
Procedures (SOPs) set by the
ECI. “District-wise nodal offi-
cers are picking up these
machines from Madhaya
Pradesh in GPS-fitted special
transport containers under
tight security after proper scan-
ning,” he said. He said that in
10 districts of Punjab —
Pathankot, Gurdaspur, Tarn
Taran, Kapurthala, Jalandhar,
Ludhiana, Ferozepur, Sri
Muktsar Sahib, Mansa, and
Amritsar, the EVM-VVPAT
have safely reached the district
headquarters and in rest of the
districts, these machines will
be reached within two days.

“The first level checking

(FLC) of these machines will
be undertaken in the presence
of representatives of
Recognised National and state
political parties in prescribed
time as per the stipulated SOP.
Warehouses have been set up
across the State in which multi-
tier security arrangements have
been made along with instal-
lation of the CCTV cameras,”
said Dr Raju. He said that
amidst the prevailing pan-
demic, precautions are also
being implemented strictly.
All efforts are being made to
ensure smooth, transparent,
peaceful and hassle free elec-
tions in the state, he added.

BJP’S STATE 
EXECUTIVE MEMBER

JOINS BSP
Mukerian: In a big blow to

the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
in Punjab, its state executive
member and Ropar district in-
charge Sushil Sharma on
Tuesday joined the Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP) in the pres-
ence of its state unit president
Jasvir Singh Garhi.
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The Municipal Corporation
of Dehradun (MCD) has

prepared about 5,000 bills to
recover the revenue from the
non-residential property own-
ers in the city who have failed
to deposit tax in the past two
years. In the last two years, the
corporation had set the target
of collecting the revenue of Rs
50 crore as property tax but it
could not be achieved due to
the Covid-19 pandemic. As per
the official sources, the regis-
tration of the properties
increased in the last financial
year but it still could not help
the corporation to achieve the
set target of the property tax as
most of them were residential
properties and many even con-
verted their commercial estab-
lishments to residential prop-
erties owing to the loss during

the pandemic. 
The municipal tax super-

intendent Dharmesh Painuly
said that the tax section has
prepared about 5,000 bills to
send to the owners of com-
mercial establishments includ-
ing the buildings of govern-
ment, non-government and
aided organisations out of
which, about 1,400 bills have
already been sent to the own-
ers. "As per the orders of the
mayor Sunil Uniyal 'Gama',
we are trying to maximise the
recovery of property tax this
year. Since the amount paid by
non-residential taxpayers is
more, we are currently
focussing on them to maximise
our revenue collection," stated
Painuly. He said that there is
over Rs 12 crore pending prop-
erty tax by non-residential
property owners in the past two
years. Talking about the camps

organised by the corporation to
increase the tax collection from
September 1, Painuly said that
MCD is receiving a great
response from the public for
organising camps.  He
informed that the corporation
has collected the revenue of
about Rs 40 lakh through seven
camps and the total property
tax collection is about Rs 4.50
crore. 

He said that MCD has also
decided to organise more
camps for property tax sub-
mission till September 27 to
make it accessible for locals.
Three camps will be organised
at Chakshahnagar on
September 15, 21, 23, two
camps will be held at Defence
Colony on September 20 and
22 while the remaining will be
held at Panditwari and Ballupur
on September 24, 25 and 27
respectively, informed Painuly.
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The Chief Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami has said that

the Rishikesh- Karnprayag rail
project is a major gift of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to
the people of Uttarakhand and
the day is not far when the
dream of rail in mountains
would get fulfilled. He said that
the ambitious rail project
would have a positive impact
on the economy of the state.

The CM held a review of
the Rishikesh- Karnprayag rail
project in a meeting with the
officers of Rail Vikas Nigam on
Tuesday. Directing the offi-
cers of Nigam to expedite the
pace of the work, Dhami said
that appreciable work is being
done on the project with bet-
ter coordination and it needs to
be maintained. He assured that
the state government would
provide every possible sup-
port in the project.

The chief project manager

of the project Himanshu
Badoni said that after Rishikesh
the majority of the project
work would be underground.

He informed that the land
acquisition process has been
completed and 12 stations and
17 tunnels are being built on

the project. He said that the
Nigam has set a target to com-
plete the project by March
2024. Badoni informed that to

finish the project in time, work
at many places is being under-
taken simultaneously. He
claimed that the cooperation of
the State Government is being
received for the project.
Informing about the social
welfare works being under-
taken by the Rail Vikas Nigam,
Badoni said that a 52 bed hos-
pital is coming up at Srinagar.
He said that the area of the rail
project would be developed as
horticulture and honey belt and
for it plantation activity at a
large scale is being undertaken.
The meeting was attended by
Speaker of Vidhan Sabha Prem
Chand Agarwal, cabinet min-
ister Subodh Uniyal, secretary
R Meenakshi Sundaram, addi-
tional general manager of Rail
Vikas Nigam Vijay Dangwal
and others attended the meet-
ing. 

The CM also undertook an
inspection of the tunnel at
Gullar Dogi and Yog Nagari
Rishikesh railway stations. 
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The Pradesh Congress
Committee (PCC) presi-

dent Ganesh Godiyal has said
that the Congress party has
committed itself to get the
Char Dham Yatra started.
Godiyal along with other lead-
ers of Uttarakhand Congress
attended a Dharna outside the
Vidhan Sabha on Tuesday. The
protest was organised by the
party to demand commence-
ment of the Char Dham Yatra.
Addressing the Dharna,
Godiyal said that the Congress
party has decided to do every-
thing from organising protest
meetings, hitting the roads
and to going to the Jail to start
the Yatra. Exhorting the
Congress workers to overthrow
the BJP government the PCC
president said that anti people
policies of the state government

has made life tough for the peo-
ple of the state. He said that the
prices are soaring and the
unemployment is at all time
high so the BJP government
has no right to continue in the
power.

The vice president of
Uttarakhand Congress and

chairman of the manifesto
committee of the party, Surya
Kant Dhasmana said that the
Char Dham Yatra which is
often referred to as life line of
Uttarakhand has failed to start
this year due to careless
approach and incompetency of
the BJP government of the

state.  He said that it was the
responsibility of the govern-
ment to make arrangements of
screening, testing, vaccination,
setting up temporary hospitals,
medicines and doctors for the
Yatra when the intensity of the
second wave of pandemic of
Covid-19 decreased.

Dhasmana said that by making
these arrangements the state
government would have satis-
fied the High Court (HC).  He
claimed that the government
deliberately didn’t made any
arrangements which forced the
HC to intervene and suspend
the Yatra. Launching an attack
on the government, the
Congress leader said that  the
state government has failed to
provide the details of arrange-
ments made by it till date due
to which the five lakh families
which are dependent on Yatra
are facing extreme economic
hardships. The Congress lead-
ers on the occasion said that
only two months are left for
this year’s Yatra and if it is not
started soon then those asso-
ciated with Yatra would be
ruined. Former ministers Hira
Singh Bisht, Matbar Singh
Kandari, Mantri Prasad
Naithani, former MLAs
Vikram Singh Negi, Rajkumar,
Congress leaders N S Bindra,
Satpal Brahmchari, Rajiv Jain
and others also addressed the
Dharna.
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The state health department
reported 19 new cases of

the novel Coronavirus (Covid-
19) and 26 recoveries from the
disease on Tuesday. No death
from the disease was reported
on the day in the state. The
cumulative count of Covid-19
patients in the state is now at
3,43,261 while a total of
3,29,521 patients have recov-
ered from the disease so far. In
the state, 7389 people have lost
their lives to Covid -19 till
date. 

The recovery percentage
from the disease is at 96 while
the sample positivity rate on
Tuesday was 0.10 per cent.

The state health depart-
ment reported eight new
patients of Covid -19 from
Dehradun, two each from
Nainital and Pithoragarh and
one each from Almora,

Bageshwar, Chamoli,
Champawat, Haridwar, Pauri
and Tehri on Tuesday. No
new cases of the disease were
reported from Rudraprayag,
Udham Singh Nagar and
Uttarkashi districts on
Tuesday. 

The state now has 285
active cases of Covid-19.
Dehradun with 151 cases is at
the top of the table of active
cases while Chamoli has 21
active cases. Udham Singh
Nagar district has only one
active case of the disease.

In the ongoing vaccination
drive 70,408 people were vac-
cinated in 1108 sessions in the
state held on Tuesday. 

As per the data of the state
health department 70,69,091
people in the state have
received the first dose of vac-
cine while 24,33,671 have
received both doses of the
vaccine.
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In view of increasing sub-
stance abuse among youths,

the senior superintendent of
police (SSP) of Dehradun
Janmejaya Khanduri has issued
a new helpline number in the
district. Khanduri said that
through helpline number
9410522545, the local public
can inform police about the
nearby people involved in sub-
stance abuse. He appealed to the
public to inform the authorities
about such people who are
involved in substance abuse in
any way. He said that such infor-
mation will help the police in
breaking the chain of substance
abuse in the district and the iden-
tity of the informer will be kept
a secret too. Besides this, the SSP
also added that if anybody from
the police is found to be involved
in the business of drugs and sub-
stance abuse, strict action will be
taken against such officers by the
department.
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The State Infrastructure and
Industrial Development

Corporation of Uttarakhand
Limited (SIIDCUL) will pro-
vide women and ex-service-
men with a five per cent rebate
in industrial lands of its estate.
This and various other deci-
sions were taken in the 55th
board of directors meeting of
SIIDCUL on Tuesday.  

In the meeting, the board
approved the establishment
of an integrated manufactur-
ing cluster at Khurpiya Farm
in Udham Singh Nagar under
Amritsar-Kolkata Industrial
Corridor (AKIC) scheme. In
the next five years, Rs 50,000
crore will be spent on its
establishment and about
50,000 people will  get
employment. 

The board unanimously
reduced the rate of land from
Rs 2,800 per square metre to
Rs 2,500 per square metre for
the formation of aroma park
and to promote aroma indus-
tries in Kashipur.
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The 335th Mahanirvana
Parva of Guru Ram Rai was

observed by his followers on
Tuesday. Mahant Devendra
Dass led a special prayer at
Darbar Sahib to mark the day.
A Langar was also organised on
the occasion.  Addressing the
congregation, Mahant
Devendra Dass said that the
position of Guru is even high-
er than the God and those who
follow the path laid down by the
Guru achieve all the goals in

life.
The founder of Udasin sect,

Guru Ram Rai was born in the
year 1646 and it is said that he
arrived in Dehradun in the year
1676. It is believed that

Dehradun got its name by the
‘Dera’ of Guru Ram Rai . He
died on Bhadrasudi eighth
Sanwat 1744 ( 4 September
1687). His followers observe
the day as Mahanirvana Parva.
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The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) leader SS Kaler has

resigned from his position as
the state head of the party to
contest the election against the
Chief Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami in the state assembly
elections next year. Kaler who
also belongs to the Khatima
constituency of Udham Singh
Nagar like Dhami stated dur-
ing a Press conference on
Tuesday that he wants to focus
on his own constituency to
contest the election against the
CM next year from Khatima.
He said that since this will
make it hard for him to fulfil
his duties as state president, he
resigned from his position.
Rather than appointing a new
state head, the chief minister-
ial candidate of AAP, Ajay
Kothiyal said that the party has

appointed three working pres-
idents Anant Ram Chauhan,
Bhupesh Upadhyay and Prem
Singh Rathore for Garhwal,
Kumaon and Terai regions of
the state respectively. The party
has also appointed Deepak
Bali and Basant Kumar as
chairman and vice-chairman of
the campaign committee for
the assembly election.

Kothiyal said that the party
will soon announce the names
of its candidates for the remain-
ing constituencies too so that

the public can interact and
communicate with the con-
tenders.
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Party’s national convener and
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal will visit be on his
third visit to the state on
Sunday. Unlike the last two
visits, the AAP supremo will
visit Haldwani rather than
Dehradun. The party mem-
bers in Uttarakhand said that
it will be an important visit
of the Delhi CM before the
assembly elections to target
the people of the Kumaon
region. It is also possible that
Kejriwal will make important
announcements too as he did
in his last two visits to the
state, stated AAP members.
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The Supreme Court on Tuesday said it
would not reopen its decision on

granting reservation in promotions to
Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled
Tribes (STs) as it was for the States to
decide how they implement it.

Taking up various pleas pertaining to
alleged hurdles in granting reservation in
promotions to SCs and STs in various
States, a three-judge Bench headed by
Justice Nageswara Rao directed the
Advocate on Records of State
Governments to identify issues peculiar
to them and submit those within two
weeks.

"We are making it very clear that we
are not going to reopen Nagraj or Jarnail
Singh (cases) because the idea was only
to decide these cases in accordance with
the law laid down by the court," said the
bench, also comprising Justices Sanjiv
Khannna and B R Gavai.

The top court noted that in its earli-
er order, the state governments were
directed to finalise the issues which are
peculiar to them sothat court can proceed
in the matter.

The issues framed by the Attorney
General K K Venugopal and the ones cir-
culated by others are enhancing the
scope of cases, it said.

"We are not willing to do that. There
are certain issues which are already
decided in Nagraj that also we are not
going to take up. We are very clear that
we are not going to permit any arguments
for reopening of cases or arguing that law
laid down from indira sahney is wrong
because the very scope of these cases is
to apply the law as laid down by this
court." the court said. 
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The Supreme Court on Tuesday
directed the All India Institute of

Medical Sciences (AIIMS) to give by
September 17 its report on determin-
ing the age of a girl who went missing
from Gorakhpur in UP since July 8 and
was later recovered by Delhi Police ear-
lier this month.

The apex court observed that fur-
ther steps will be taken in the matter
depending on the age determination
report of the girl, who according to her
mother is aged around 15-16 years
while in Aadhaar her age is mentioned
as 13.

A Bench headed by Justice A M
Khanwilkar also permitted two lawyers
assisting senior advocate K V
Viswanathan, who was nominated by
the top court to appear for the girl as
she was not represented before it
through a counsel, to interact with her.

“We direct the concerned author-
ity of AIIMS, Delhi to ensure that age
determination report is given before the
next date of hearing which we sched-

ule on September 17,” said the bench,
also comprising justices Dinesh
Maheshwari and C T Ravikumar.

The top court had on September 7
handed over the investigation of the
case lodged in Uttar Pradesh, after the
girl was missing from Gorakhpur, to
Delhi Police which recently recovered
her and arrested the alleged abductor.

During the hearing on Tuesday,
Viswanathan said that he has seen the
two status reports and also the sugges-
tions of Additional Solicitor General
(ASG) R S Suri, who is appearing for
Delhi Police, and the counsel appear-
ing for the girl's mother.

He said age of the girl has to be
determined as the report says preg-
nancy was detected but ultrasound does
not show pregnancy.
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Former Tripura Chief Minister and CPI(M)
leader Manik Sarkar on Tuesday alleged that

he was prevented from visiting the State and his
constituency by the ruling
BJP multiple times. 

Addressing the media
here along with the party
general secretary Sitram
Yechury, Sarkar accused the
BJP Government of
unleashing political vio-
lence in Tripura. 

"In Tripura, the Constitution of India does-
n't work. CPI(M) MLAs, including me, aren't
allowed to visit their constituency. In the 42
months that the BJP has been in power, I have
been stalled 15 times from visiting various parts
of the state and my Constituency," alleged Sarkar,
who was Chief Minister from 1998 to 2018. 

The two Left leaders claimed that there is a
"huge discontent" against the BJP government
in Tripura. "The CPI(M) is spearheading efforts
to galvanise people's protest. They (BJP) do not
want to allow this process and are unleashing
violence?" Yechury alleged. A few days ago, in
his letter to the Prime Minister, Yechury had
alleged that the party's offices in Tripura were
attacked by "mobs of BJP men" in a "pre-planned
fashion" on September 8. 

In the letter, Yechury has alleged the
"impunity" with which the attackers operated
shows the "connivance of the state government".  
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Taking note of several complaints
from the public about their business,

livelihood, and daily life being adverse-
ly affected by the ongoing farmers’
protests against the three Central
Agriculture Laws, the National Human
Rights Commission on Tuesday stepped
in and issued notices to the Centre and
Chief Secretaries UP, Haryana,
Rajasthan, Delhi and Director Generals
of Police, UP, Haryana, Rajasthan and
Commissioner of Police, Delhi “calling
upon them to submit their respective
Action Taken Reports”. 

The NHRC said it had “received sev-
eral complaints regarding the ongoing
farmers’ protest”, including about 9,000
micro, medium and large companies
being adversely affected.

“Allegedly, transportation is also
adversely impacted, causing commuters,
patients, physically challenged people
and senior citizens to suffer due to the
heavy congestion on roads. There are
also reports that people have to travel
long distances to reach their destinations
and barricades have been put on the
borders,” the NHRC statement 
said.

“There is an allegation that there is
breach of the COVID-19 protocols by
the agitating farmers at the protest site.
There is further allegation that the
inhabitants are not being allowed to

move out of their houses due to the
blockade of the passage. Since the agi-
tation involves the issue of human
rights, the right to agitate in a peaceful
manner is also to be respected. The
Commission needs to take care of var-
ious human rights issues,” the statement
read.

Also, the commission has request-
ed the Delhi School of Social Work,
University of Delhi, is to depute teams
to conduct a survey and assess and sub-
mit a report on the disruption of liveli-
hood, lives of people, impact on the aged,
and infirm persons due to protracted
agitation by farmers.  The institute has
given a deadline of October 10 to send
the report.

The NHRC said it had also sought
reports from the National Disaster
Management Authority, the Union
Ministry of Home Affairs and the
Union Ministry of Health on the adverse
impact on COVID-19 protocols at the
protest sites.

Besides, it has issued notice to the
district magistrate, Jhajjar in Haryana,
in the case of alleged gang rape of a
human rights activist at the protest site
and asked a reply to it by October 10. In
effect, it has issued a fresh reminder to
the official to file a report.

The farmers have been picketing and
staging indefinite sit-ins at a number of
places in these states, including the out-
skirts of Delhi’s borders.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi will on Thursday
inaugurate the office complexes of the Defence

Ministry here.  They are part of the Central Vista pro-
ject.

These offices have been constructed at a cost of 
� 775 crores provided by the Defence Ministry. The
Ministry of Housing and Urban Development under-
took this project.

Over 7000 officers and staff belonging to 27 dif-
ferent organizations (attached offices of defence min-
istry, Service Headquarters and other subordinate
offices) are going to get new office complexes. They
were earlier functioning from hutments and buildings
near the South Block.

The new office complexes have come up at the
Kasturba Gandhi Marg and Africa Avenue, officials said
here on Tuesday. In addition to the office space for the
officers and staff, there is provision for multi level car
parking for over 1500 cars in these complexes.

The new buildings, which are under the Central
Vista Development/Redevelopment Master Plan pro-
vide modern eco-friendly, green building environment.
The total space in these buildings is 9.60 Lakhs sq ft
as against 9.22 Lakh sq ft vacated in various hutments
and buildings.

The new buildings also provide modern amenities,
connectivity and welfare facilities like canteens and
banks. The location and space of these buildings have
been so designed that pre existing trees have not been
disturbed.

The project has released 37 acres of land (as only
13 acres of land have been used for modern office com-
plex as against the existing 50 acres of land) for office
space for Central Vista Development Master Plan, they
said.
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Vice President and Rajya Sabha Chairman
M Venkaiah Naidu, Prime Minister

Narendra Modi and Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla will jointly launch Sansad TV on
Wednesday, the Prime Minister's Office said.
The launch date coincides with the
International Day of Democracy, the PMO
noted.

The decision to merge Lok Sabha TV and
Rajya Sabha TV was taken in February, and the
CEO of Sansad TV was appointed in March.
However, during a Session, the two channels
will live broadcast the proceedings of Lok
Sabha and Rajya Sabha separately. The PMO
said Sansad TV programming will primarily
be in four categories; functioning of Parliament
and democratic institutions, governance and
implementation of schemes, policies, history
and culture of India and issues, interests, 
concerns of contemporary nature.
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The Enforcement Directorate (ED) on
Tuesday said it has arrested Chandeshwar

Prasad Yadav, Senior Section Engineer and
Custodian of condemned wagons of Jamalpur
Railway Workshop, Jamalpur at the time of
offence under money laundering law.

Yadav is allegedly involved in misappro-
priation of condemned wagons and wheel sets
and other excluded fittings of Eastern Railway
Jamalpur workshop. The total value of such mis-
appropriated wagons, wheel sets and excluded
fittings is � 34 crore approximately.

The ED initiated money laundering inves-
tigation on the basis of FIR dated February 9,
2018 filed by ACB, CBI, Patna, which was reg-
istered after a complaint received from Eastern
Railway against Shree Maharani Steels, Patna;
unknown officials of Eastern Railway, Jamalpur
and unknown private persons.

It has been alleged that misappropriation
and irregularities were noticed in the dispos-
al of condemned wagons and other excluded
fittings from Dhobi Ghat Siding of Eastern
Railway, Jamalpur.

It has further been alleged that during a
preventive check conducted by the Vigilance
Department of the Eastern Railway, it was
found that 100 condemned wagons and 3,220
wheel sets along with other excluded fittings
having net value of �34 crore approximately
have been misappropriated by an outside pri-
vate agency in connivance with others.

"Throughout the investigation,Yadav had
resorted to non-cooperation with the investi-
gation and has not divulged any truth or infor-
mation, the ED said in a statement. 
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Union Home Minister Amit Shah on
Tuesday cited Prime Minister

Narendra Modi's example of speaking
only in Hindi at all international forums
to call for shedding the hesitation over
speaking the language. At the same
time, he also maintained that Hindi is
a friend of India's regional languages
and all of them should be promoted and
encouraged.

He praised Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, saying, "If PM can
speak Hindi internationally, what are we
embarrassed about? Gone are the days
when speaking Hindi was a matter of
concern".

Addressing a function on the occa-
sion of Hindi Diwas, Shah also appealed
to parents to communicate with their
children at home in their mother tongue
even if they study in English medium
schools. Otherwise, the children will be
cut off from their roots, he said.

“Hindi has no difference with any
regional language. Hindi is the 'Sakhi'
(friend) of all Indian regional lan-
guages,” he said.

Shah said all Indian regional lan-
guages complement and complete Hindi
and all regional languages must be pro-
moted and encouraged.

Since 2014, more MPs are speaking
in their own regional language in

Parliament and they are being translated
verbatim to English and Hindi, he said
and added that this has  helped people's
representatives to highlight the prob-
lems of their respective areas in the
highest forum.

The home minister said people
should not only be 'Atma Nirbhar' (self-
reliant) in producing goods but also for
languages. He cited Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's example of speaking
only in Hindi at all international forums
to convey his thoughts. The PM and
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh also
extended their wishes on the 
occasion.

Referring to the New Education
Policy (NEP) envisaged by Modi, Shah
said it has provisions for promotion of
regional and Hindi languages.
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Signaling the growing impor-
tance of the Quad com-

bine, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will visit the US next
week to participate in the first
in-person summit of the four
nation grouping including the
US, India, Japan and Australia.
He will also address the United
Nations (UN) General
Assembly session.

Modi will also hold summit
level talks with President Joe
Biden, who is hosting the Quad
meeting of the Heads of State.
"Prime Minister Narendra
Modi would be participating,
along with Prime Minister Scott
Morrison of Australia, Prime
Minister Yoshihide Suga of
Japan and President Joseph R
Biden of USA, in the Leaders'
Summit of the Quadrilateral
Framework in Washington DC,
USA, on September 24," the
ministry of external
affairs(MEA)announced here
on Tuesday.

The agenda of the Quad
summit will see the leaders tak-
ing stock of the  progress made
since their first virtual summit
on March 12 and discuss
regional issues of shared inter-
est.  "As part of their ongoing
efforts to contain the COVID-
19 pandemic, they will review
the Quad Vaccine initiative
which was announced in

March this year," the MEA
said.

The four leaders are also
likely to discuss the situation in
Afghanistan and ensuring a
free and open Indo-Pacific.
The navies of the four nations
have so far carried two
Malabar series of exercises
including one last year and one
this year.  The latest drill was
conducted in the Western
Pacific while the exercise last
year was conducted off the
Indian coast.

China has all along
opposed the formation of Quad
and claims the naval exercises
will lead to the militarization of
the Indo-Pacific where it is now
flexing its maritime muscle.

Modi will be visiting the

US for the first time since
Biden assumed office early this
year.  Besides the Quad sum-
mit and bilateral talks with the
US, Modi will also address the
76th session of the UN General
Assembly in New York the
next day.  Modi is also expect-
ed to hold bilateral talks with
Australian Prime Minister
Scott Morrison.

The Modi-Biden bilateral
meeting is expected to take
place at the White House on
September 23.  Both leaders
have spoken virtually on mul-
tiple occasions after Biden
became president in January.

The last time Modi visited
the US was in September 2019
when he and the then US pres-
ident Donald Trump addressed

the Howdy-Modi event in
Houston.

This will be Modi's first
foreign visit in nearly six
months and his second since
the outbreak of the pandemic
coronavirus. In March, Modi
travelled to Bangladesh to
attend events organised to
mark the birth centenary of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman and 50 years of the
war of liberation of that coun-
try.

The US is hosting the in-
person summit of the leaders of
Quad to boost practical coop-
eration in the Indo-Pacific
region as well as to send a
strong signal about
Washington's commitment to
the grouping.
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The Supreme Court on Tuesday dismissed a plea seek-
ing directions to the Centre and others to pay �50

lakh ex-gratia to kin of advocates who have died with-
in 60 years whether due to Covid-19 or other reasons,
saying life of lawyers cannot be said to be "more precious"
than others.

Observing that it cannot encourage filing of "bogus"
public interest litigation (PIL) by lawyers, a bench head-
ed by Justice D Y Chandrachud said the plea is a "pub-
licity interest litigation" and not a single relevant
ground has been raised in it.

The bench, also comprising Justices Vikram Nath and
B V Nagarathna, said several people have died due to
Covid-19 in the country and there is already a judge-
ment passed by the apex court dealing with framing of
guidelines for disbursement of compensation to kin of
those who have died as a result of coronavirus.

"Are other people of the society not important," the
bench told advocate Pradeep Kumar Yadav, who had filed
the petition.

"This is a publicity interest litigation and just
because you are in black coat does not mean your life is
more precious than others," the bench observed, adding,
"We must not encourage lawyers to file bogus PILs."

The top court, which observed that "cut-copy-paste"
has been done in the plea, said it would not happen that
lawyers will file PIL like this to demand compensation
and the court will allow it.

It said several people have died of COVID-19 and
lawyers cannot be an exception.

Yadav requested the bench that he will withdraw the
plea and file it with better grounds.

The bench, however, dismissed the petition with a
cost of Rs 10,000 payable to the Supreme Court Bar
Association within a week.
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In the third day in a row, the
daily count of covid cases on

Tuesday remained below the
30,000-mark  with the  country
reporting 25,404 daily new cases
pushing the overall coronavirus
tally to 33,289,579. The count of
active cases declined to 3,62,207,
said the Union Health Ministry in
a statement here.

Of the new cases reported,
Kerala recorded Covid-19 cases and
99 deaths which pushed the total
infections to 43,90,489 and the
death toll to 22,650.

The death toll due to the dis-
ease has climbed to 4,43,213, with
339 daily fatalities being recorded,
the data updated at 8 am 
showed.

The tally of active cases has
declined to 3,62,207, which com-
prises 1.09 per cent of the total
infections, while the national
Covid-19 recovery rate was record-
ed at 97.58 per cent, the ministry
said.

A reduction of 12,062, cases has
been recorded in the active Covid-
19 caseload in a span of 24 hours.

The daily positivity rate was
recorded at 1.78 per cent. This has
been below three per cent for the
last 15 days.

The weekly positivity rate was
recorded at 2.07 per cent. The fig-

ure has been below three per cent
for the last 81 days, according to the
Ministry.

The number of people who
have recuperated from the disease
surged to 3,24,84,159, while the
case fatality rate was recorded at
1.33 per cent.

The cumulative number of
Covid-19 vaccine doses adminis-
tered in the country so far under
the nationwide vaccination drive
has reached 75.22 crore, according
to the ministry.

India's Covid-19 tally had
crossed the 20-lakh mark on
August 7, 2020, 30 lakh on August
23, 40 lakh on September 5, 50
lakh on September 16, 60 lakh on
September 28, 70 lakh on October
11, 80 lakh on October 29, 90 lakh
on November 20 and the one-
crore mark on December 19.
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Bengaluru: In protest against
the "imposition of Hindi",
Kannada organisations on
Tuesday held a twitter campaign
and picketing in front of banks
in several parts of Karnataka, on
the occasion of Hindi Diwas.

The Karnataka Rakshana
Vedike (KRV) has organised a
Twitter campaign with hashtag
"#StopHindiImposition" from
10 am to 10 pm on Tuesday,
while its activists staged picket-
ing in front of banks in differ-
ent parts of the State. KRV has
tweeted pictures of its activists
staging picketing in Sedam,
Chincholi, Ron, Hungund,
Hiriyur, Pandavapura,
Bengaluru, Vijayapura,
Kalaburagi, Chikkaballapura,
Thirthahalli, Udupi, Uttara
Kannada, Kolar, Mandya and

Dharwad, among several other
places. They submitted a peti-
tion to managers of the banks

urging them to stop alleged
Hindi imposition and to provide
services in Kannada. According

to Arun Javgal, state organisa-
tion secretary of Karnataka
Rakshana Vedike (KRV), the
intention behind conducting
protests in front of nationalised
banks is also to raise awareness
among the masses and  there-
by tell the people of Karnataka
about the way, "Hindi
Imposition" has snatched thou-
sands of jobs from Kannadigas
in Banks operating in the State.

"Using the Taxpayers
money from across the country
and yet, giving undue impor-
tance only to Hindi in a multi-
lingual country like India is
something KRV opposes vehe-
mently," he said in a tweet. KRV
state President
?Narayanagowdru T A termed
Hindi Diwas celebrations as
"anti-democratic and immoral".

Patna: AIMIM chief
Asaduddin Owaisi on Tuesday
took umbrage over “suspi-
cions” that he had a soft corner
for the Taliban and dared the
Narendra Modi Government at
the Centre to declare the mil-
itant group a “terrorist organ-
isation”.

Addressing a Press confer-
ence here, the firebrand
Hyderabad MP also demand-
ed that the Government, given
the fact that India currently
headed the UN committee on
sanctions, give an assurance
that none of the Taliban lead-
ers will be delisted from the list
of terrorists. “Why do you
raise suspicions (shaq) over me
with regard to Taliban? Was it

Asaduddin Owaisi who had
handed over jailed terrorists to
secure the release of passengers
of the hijacked plane in
Kandahar”, said Owaisi in
response to questions about
some BJP leaders having
dubbed him as a man of
“Talibani soch (mindset)”.

Owaisi said he has made
his stance clear about the
Taliban on the f loor of
Parliament but his words of
caution were not heeded.

“During the debate on
CAA, I had requested the gov-
ernment to consider making
the Act religion-neutral, warn-
ing them of a possible takeover
by the Taliban. But for that
strategic blunder, we would

have been in a position to
grant safe asylum to Tajiks,
Uzbeks, and members of other
minority tribes”, said Owaisi.

He also said that the
Taliban takeover would
“strengthen Pakistan and
China” while giving India a lot
to worry about which was
regrettable since India had
invested a lot in Afghanistan.
“The country had spent Rs
35,000 crore in Afghanistan.
Thousands of its youngsters
have been provided education
on our soil. We had so much at
stake in that rugged country
which lies en route to the
Chabahar port in Iran we were
developing”, Owaisi lamented.  

PTI
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Palghar: The police have detained
a minor boy for allegedly raping his
five-year-old neighbour in Boisar of
Maharashtra's Palghar district, an
official said on Tuesday.

A case has been registered
against the 12-year-old accused
under relevant provisions of the IPC
and Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, the
official said. According to the police,
the accused allegedly took the girl to
the terrace of the residential build-
ing where they lived and raped her. 

The girl, who sustained injuries
to in her private parts, told to her

parents about the assault, following
which a complaint was lodged with
the police.  While the victim is cur-
rently undergoing treatment at a
hospital, the accused minor was
detained and sent to a remand
home, the official said, adding that
the families of both children hail
from Bihar. PTI 

Jayamkondam (TN): A day after she appeared for the
National Eligibility cum Entrance Test, a 17-year-old girl
died by suicide at a village near here, police said on Tuesday.

The girl, Kanimozhi, took the extreme step when her
parents were away on Monday night and they returned
home to find her hanging, a police official here said.

Daughter of a lawyer, Kanimozhi is the 16th medical
aspirant from Tamil Nadu to end her life fearing outcome
of the test, coupled with dejection that their dream to pur-
sue medical education may not fructify. 

She appeared for the national test on Sunday and had
told her parents that some questions were tough and that
she was concerned about the outcome, he said adding
"investigation is still on."      Another official told PTI that
police received information early today and the body was
sent for post-mortem to a Government hospital and later
handed over to the family. PTI
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Pune: An offence has been registered against an
unidentified food delivery agent for allegedly molesting
a woman while riding past her in Pimpri Chinchwad area
of Maharashtra's Pune, police said on Tuesday. The inci-
dent took place in Wakad area of Pimpri Chinchwad late
on Sunday night, an official said. According to the police,
the woman runs a small eatery in the area with her hus-
band.

"The complainant was on her way home after clos-
ing the eatery with her husband and son around 11.45
pm, when a food delivery man came on a motorcycle
from behind and allegedly passed a remark and touched
her inappropriately, outraging her modesty," an official
from Wakad police station.

A case has been registered against the unidentified
accused under relevant sections of the IPC, he said. 

The police are examining the CCTV footage
from the area to ascertain the identity of the accused,
he added. PTI 
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In a shocking tragedy, 11 members
of a family met a watery grave on

Tuesday, as the boat in which they
were travelling capsised in Wardha
river in Narked taluka of Amravati
district in eastern Maharashtra.

Till the evening, four of the 11
bodies had been recovered, while
the search was on for the remain-
ing people, all of whom are feared
dead. The bodies of a boatman, two
women and one man were recov-
ered from the bed of the river where
the mishap took place. From among
the bodies recovered so far, the
police identified three of them as
Narayan Matare (45),  Kiran
Khandare (28) and Vanshika
Shivankar.

The deceased were heading to
the temple of Lord Shiva at Jhunj
when the boat they were travelling
overturned midway. 

The family had gone to
Gadegaon to attend the post-funer-
al rituals of a deceased relative. After
the ritual, the family was on its way
to Jhunj in a boat when the mishap
occurred.    

Following heavy rain in
Wardha, Amravati, Chandrapur
and Gadchiroli districts of eastern
Maharashtra during the past one
week, the Wardha river was in spate.
After the mishap, the police have
launched a massive search for the
remaining seven missing persons
who are all feared dead. The search
is on in the downstream areas of the
river.
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Bengal on Tuesday got its fourth Advocate
General in a decade Soumendranath

Mukherjee was appointed the State’s fourth AG
in the place of Kishore Dutta who resigned ear-
lier on the day citing “personal reasons.”

The first three AGs in Mamata Banerjee
regime were Barristers Anindya Mitra, Jayanta
Mitra and Bimal Mukherjee following which
Dutta a senior counsel took charge in 2017.

Reacting to his resignation BJP MP Arjun
Singh said that “this TMC Government puts so
much pressure on the AGs to do act in illegal
way that no senior advocate one’s salt can con-
tinue on the job… though Kishore Dutta tried
to please Mamata Banerjee even he failed to do
so … now there is a new incumbent.”

Hitting back TMC Rajya Sabha MP
Sukhendu Shekhar Roy wondered “why three
Principal Advisors to the Prime Minister was and
why we had three RBI Governors in so short
span of a time … the BJP should look into its
own issues before pointing fingers at others.”
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New Delhi: Congress leader
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra on
Tuesday attacked Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
over the issue of crimes against
women in the State and alleged
that he was the champion of
"anti-women mindset".  

Her attack on Adityanath
came as on this day, last year, the hor-
rific Hathras incident took place in
which a young Dalit woman was raped
by four men. The woman died on
September 29 at Delhi's Safdarjung
Hospital during treatment.

"A year ago from today, a horrific
incident of rape had happened in
Hathras and instead of providing justice
and security to the family, the Uttar
Pradesh Government had threatened the
family and also snatched away their right
to give their daughter an honourable
funeral," Priyanka Gandhi said in a tweet
in Hindi.

Government officials
and BJP leaders had made
statements to the effect
that there was "no rape"
and the energy of the
entire Government
machinery was spent on
character assassination of
the victim, the Congress

general secretary alleged.
How can you even expect sensitiv-

ity from the head of a Government that
has such a horrible stance on crimes
against women, Priyanka Gandhi asked. 

"Anyway, the Chief Minister of
Uttar Pradesh is the champion of anti-
women mindset.  He has said that
'women should not be independent'," she
claimed.

The victim was cremated in the dead
of the night near her home on September
30. Her family alleged they were forced
by the local police to hurriedly conduct
her last rites. PTI

Lucknow: Samajwadi Party
chief Akhilesh Yadav on Tuesday
challenged Prime Minister
Narerndra Modi's claim about
the crime situation in Uttar
Pradesh, asking him to check
data of the Home Department
and other central agencies.

At a function after laying
the stone of Raja Mahendra
Pratap Singh State University in
Aligarh, PM Modi earlier in the
day said UP was run by gangsters
and mafias before 2017. The
Samajwadi Party (SP) was ruling
the State then.

In a scathing attack at the
BJP, Yadav told reporters at a
press conference here that it is
good to set up a university but
the party "runs the best training
centre of telling lies".

He asked the BJP to pick

"bulldozer" as its election symbol,
referring to the alleged demoli-
tion of houses of some Ayodhya
residents.

Yadav also asked Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath to get his eyesight
tested,  replying to the CM's
assertion that the Opposition
leader lacked vision.

Yadav told reporters that
the UP Government is not work-
ing according to the law and
warned officials that his party is
preparing a list of those who vio-
lated the law, stressing that they
won't be spared once his party's
Government comes to 
power.

When his attention was
drawn to the PM's comment over
the law and order, Yadav said,
"He should ask for the data of the

Home Department or Dial 100
to see who is increasing the
crime."

He asked the PM to go
through the NCRB report and
also see which state has been
served maximum notices by the
National Human Rights
Commission.

Yadav said the PM should
also ask the Uttar Pradesh CM
who are the top 10 mafia in the
state.

All are aware how the CM
withdrew cases against himself,
he said. He also accused the
ruling party of failing to honour
its own leaders, referring to the
foundation laying of a universi-
ty after former Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee in Lucknow
in 2019 and asked about its sta-
tus. PTI

,9����
��	
9
�<�6 ������9
������=���	
������
�����

%��������
���
 #% 3���
����������
��'���
��/����

��
��������
������
����
��3*����*���

������	���
�����

���/����������������4	
�
�����/�������������
�"��� �!�
�����%	4�����������������

�����*����������0����+���	�����)	�
��� %)*

5�	������/�����"�����(!�����������"������"����� ������������������������
����	���������������
���� �!�������)	�
��� %)*

Mumbai: The Shiv Sena on Tuesday said the sudden
change of guard in Gandhinagar, where first-time BJP
MLA Bhupendra Patel has been appointed the new
Chief Minister, reflected the style of functioning gen-
erally associated with the Congress and claimed the
move shows the 'balloon' of Gujarat's development
model has burst.

An editorial in Sena mouthpiece 'Saamana' said
the people of Gujarat were extremely angry over the
"collapse" of healthcare system during the second
wave of  Covid-19, when Vijay Rupani was the Chief
Minister, and the BJP also realized that the influen-
tial Patidar community, to which Patel belongs, is
miffed with the party, leading to the change at the
top in the adjoining state.

"The same thing takes place in the Congress and
we have to call it democracy," quipped the Sena, a for-
mer BJP ally which now shares power with the
Congress and the NCP in Maharashtra.

With the sudden leadership change, the edito-
rial claimed the "balloon' of Gujarat's model of devel-
opment, governance and democracy has now burst. 

"Patel was not even made a minister in the last
four years, but he was directly made the chief min-

ister. If Gujarat was truly on path of progress, then
why did the BJP change its Chief Minister overnight?"
the Marathi daily sought to know.

Amid the cacophony of 'vikas' (development),
if leadership is suddenly changed, people raise
doubts, it said.

“Is this the Gujarat model where Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will actually have to call the shots by
keeping Patel at the forefront ahead of the state polls
(due in December next year)?" the editorial asked.

Patel is a staunch supporter of former Gujarat
chief minister Anandiben Patel while Rupani had the
backing of Union Home Minister Amit Shah, and this
would make the coming days "chaotic as well as inter-
esting," the publication said.

"Replacing Rupani with Patel was a facile act.
The BJP is convinced that it would face a backlash
due to unemployment, closure of major factories,
including carmaker Ford's plant near Ahmedabad,"
it said.        Gujarat's healthcare system "collapsed"
during the second wave of Covid-19 and people are
extremely angry over it, the editorial claimed,
adding the closure of  Ford plant has led to around
40,000 people losing their livelihood. PTI

Panaji: Senior BJP leaders, including
former Maharashtra CM Devendra
Fadnavis, would be arriving in Goa on
September 20 to discuss the ruling
party's strategy for the 2022 Assembly
elections, Chief Minister Pramod
Sawant said on Tuesday.

Fadnavis, who will be leading a
BJP team,  has been appointed the
election in-charge of Goa, where
polls are slated in early 2022. Sawant
told mediapersons here that he met
Fadnavis in Mumbai earlier in the day.

Union Minister for Culture and
Tourism G Kishan Reddy and

Minister of State for Railways and
Textiles Darshana Jardosh have been
appointed as co-incharge for the
state polls. 

Sawant said the team, comprising
Fadnavis, Reddy and Jardosh, would
be arriving in the state on September
20 to decide the BJP's strategy for the
elections. Fadnavis' vast experience in
handling elections will be beneficial
for the BJP in Goa, he said. 

Last year, the BJP had appointed
the former Maharashtra CM  as its in-
charge for the Bihar assembly elec-
tions. PTI

���	������	��	��	�� 	!�"	#�
$�%�	#�	$&#�&�""'	�"("	
���

Thane: The Thane unit of the
BJP said it would holding talu-
ka-level protests on Wednesday
against the Maharashtra's
Government's "failure" to pro-
tect OBC quota in local bodies.

The OBC quota was struck
down by the Supreme Court,
which had said reservation
could not exceed 50 per cent of
the total seats in local bodies.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here, Thane BJP chief and
MLC Niranjan Davkhare and
local MLA Sanjay Kelkar said
the Uddhav Thackeray gov-
ernment's lack of efforts led to
the legal setback.

The two leaders said the
BJP wanted the MVA govern-
ment to collect empirical data
on Other Backward Classes as
soon as possible and take every
step to restore the quota. PTI
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In a double whammy for BJP
leader and former MP Kirit

Somaiya, Maharashtra Transport
Minister Anil Parab of the Shiv Sena
on Tuesday slapped a �100 crore
defamation notice against him for
making “false” and “reckless” alle-
gations against the Sena leader,
while a Mumbai court issued a
process against him under section
500 of IPC for allegedly defaming
NGO Earth. Reacting to several alle-
gations made by Somaiya on twitter
over the past few months, Parab —
in a notice issued through his lawyer
Sushma Singh — said that the BJP’s
former MP had, through his official
Twitter handle, allegedly been car-
rying out a “defamatory, malicious
and mala fide” campaign against
him. Among other things, Somaiya
had alleged that Parab owned two
illegal resorts in “No Development
Zone” of Murud sea shore at Dapoli
in Ratnagiri district in coastal
Konkan region, his secretary
Bajarang Kharmate owned 40 bena-
mi properties in Pune and Sangli dis-
tricts in western Maharashtra, and
he owned an illegal office at Mahad
land at Bandra in north-west
Mumbai.

Among other things, the minis-
ter demanded that Somaiya stop
making defamatory statements,
withdraw all his baseless allega-
tions and tender unconditional apol-

ogy. Parab said that in the event of
Somaiya’s failure to comply with his
demands in the next 72 hours, he
would launch civil and criminal pro-
ceedings, including claims of dam-
ages amounting to �100 crore against
the former BJP MP.

Meanwhile, in another case reg-
istered by NGO Earth against,
Metropolitan Magistrate, 25th Court,
Mazgaon Sewree P I Mokashi
ordered issuance of process against
Somaiya under  Somaiya under
Section 500 of the IPC vide Section
204 (a) of the Cr PC.

In his order, the Metropolitan
Magistrate Mokashi said: “It is also
prima facie proved by the words spo-
ken by accused Kirit Somaiya were
such that, it had harmed the repu-
tation of the NGO Earth”.

The court summoned Somaiya
to appear before it on September 22
and October 5. Somaiya had among
other things alleged that
Maharashtra Housing Minister
Jitendra Awhad was using NGO
Earth to collect money from devel-
opers. The complainant told the
court that Somaiya had published
posts and articles regarding a matter
which is sub judice before· the Court
along with these posts and articles
containing false, derogatory and
defamatory statements about the
NGO Earth (Complainant), "which
has lowered down the image of the
NGO Earth (complainant) in the
society".
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guffaws and derelictions.
Today, over eight months as

the POTUS, Biden has taken
one substantial decision in the
militaristic realm, ie, withdraw-
al of US troops from
Afghanistan and his conse-
quential approval ratings have
plummeted. While ending the
20-year war in Afghanistan
was much sought after, the
unheroically defeated and hur-
ried manner (with the casual-
ty from the ISIL-K attack) in
which they withdrew has
diminished the image and per-
ceptions of the US military,
externally and internally.
Comparisons of a Vietnam
redux are inevitable and odious,
and it is only the Veteran who
will pay that ignominious price
and humiliation over time.
Despair is magnified by the
unfiltered reality of having
amateurly underestimated the
speed of collapse, the obvious
lack of an operational plan and
the embarrassment of having to
take permission from the
‘enemy’, ie, Taliban, to ‘evict safe-
ly’. Unlike the militarily unini-
tiated and unconcerned politi-
cos, the US soldier will suffer
the additional and unimagin-
able moral injury in the know
of what it has left behind in
terms of allies (interpreters,
drivers and support staff), and
the sure fate that awaits them.
The chaotic and mismanaged
departure has left the uni-

formed fraternity pained, frus-
trated and shamed, and the
blame is coming understand-
ably on the POTUS.

Seemingly, Biden cannot
seem to get much right with the
‘uniformed’ sentiments as he
was seen disrespectfully check-
ing his watch as casket after cas-
ket appeared during the somber
“dignified transfer” ceremony
for the 13 fallen US troops who
were killed at the Kabul airport.

Many also commented on
the inappropriateness of the
President repeatedly invoking
his late son’s name, instead of
that of those who had actually
fallen under his watch. Many
family members of the fallen
soldiers refused to meet the
President, while some others
who did so, did some plain-
speaking to his face. The moth-
er of one called Biden “a
dementia-ridden piece of crap
who doesn’t even know he’s in
the White House”. Importantly,
it is not a partisan divide as
many of these families have
equally slammed Donald
Trump’s ill-timed opportunism
in politicising the soldiers’
deaths, with many calling it
“without honour”, “disgusting”
and “gross”.

Trump with his patent cat-
tiness has sought to spin griev-
ing families predatorially into
dangerous territory — insin-
cere and qualified as his sup-
port always is, only to those

who back him politically, and
smearing those who don’t, like
the Gold Star family of Captain
Humayun Khan. The political
tooling of the military is
increasingly irresistible in
democracies across the world
with unwarranted usurpation
of the narrative, parading and
milking of raw emotions
towards electoral harvest —
even mature democracies like
the US are prone to it.

In an unavoidably compar-
ative sense, most Veterans
know that the Commander-in-
Chief requires selfless devotion
to constitutionality, restraint,
depth of character and princi-
pled leadership — and, there-
fore, they may still back Biden
over Trump, but the recent
handling of Afghanistan has led
to the rightful questioning of
Biden beyond partisanship. In
the world of professional ‘uni-
form’, winning a “just war” is
important and, if not that,
then going down fighting with
valour and dignity is the only
other option — in Afghanistan,
neither of the two was achieved,
and the slip is clearly showing
for Biden amongst the frater-
nity. He must be put to ques-
tion, beyond partisan prefer-
ences.

(The writer, a military vet-
eran, is a former Lt Governor of
Andaman & Nicobar Islands
and Puducherry. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Sir — During a pandemic, a certain
amount of restraint is expected of every-
one. Indian cricket team coach Ravi
Shastri, along with the batting coach,
fielding coach and physio contracted
Coronavirus in England when the team
was in the midst of a Test series and on
the cusp of creating history. Shastri’s
book — Stargazing: The Players in My
Life — has been hitting the headlines
with its extracts being published in the
media. But was it so important to
release a book at a function where out-
siders were allowed, and most of them
did not adhere to personal protection, is
the moot question? 

It is said that no prior permission was
sought from the BCCI by Shastri. The
entire Indian team, too, was present at
the book release in London on August
31, two days before the fifth Test at
Manchester. The hugely anticipated fifth
Test was called off. Obviously, Shastri
knows he is not answerable to anybody,
let alone the board. After all this, the
Indian team’s image has taken a beating.
This comes at a time when the team
seemed to have hit a purple patch.

Ganapathi Bhat | Nagpur 
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Sir — The Tamil Nadu Government has
passed the Anti-NEET Bill, 2021, in the
Assembly to ban NEET exams in the
State. The decision to pass the Bill was
taken in the wake of the suicide by death
of a medical aspirant. With the passing
of the Bill, students would get admission
to UG medical degree courses based on
the qualifying HSC or class 12 marks. TN
has been in strong opposition to NEET
since its recommendation in 2013. The
TN Government’s move to ban the
exam raises questions about its suitabil-
ity for admission to medical courses. 

Strong arguments have been put for-
ward against the need of conducting the
exam. NEET is an assault on the auton-
omy of private, unaided institutions. It
is an example of over-centralisation of
education and violates the rights of

unaided, private and minority institu-
tions. As most of the institutions are in
cities and the fees are very high, poor stu-
dents from rural areas face disadvantage.
Considering all these facts, it is of great
importance to arrive at a decision
whether the imposition of NEET is fair.
If all State Governments conduct admis-
sion to medical courses in fair and trans-
parent ways, the imposition of NEET
would be unreasonable.

Venu GS | Kollam 
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Sir — The schools in Odisha are closed
for two days amid downpour; there is
record rainfall in Puri and Bhubaneswar.
The Odisha Government has shut down
schools in 12 districts for two days as rain
continues to lash the State for the third
day due to a deep depression over the Bay
of Bengal. The deep depression after
crossing the coast has moved west-
northwest and is now lying as a depres-

sion over north coastal parts of Odisha
and adjoining BoB. The system will con-
tinue to move west-northwest towards
Chhattisgarh in the next 24 hours and
over southern parts of Madhya Pradesh
and adjoining Maharashtra in the subse-
quent 24 hours. 

Heavy rainfall is expected during this
period over these States till September 15.
Slight breather is foreseen between
September 16 and 19 as of now. The rain-
fall deficiency for Odisha will drop back
to normal range from a whopping 30 per
cent or even more till August. Some of
the districts will possibly shift to surplus
for the season. Heavy rainfall over the
State will continue for 24 hours and
reduce thereafter. It is indeed good news
but the damage caused by rains has given
the State Government sleepless nights.

CK Subramaniam | Mumbai
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Joe Biden is the 46th President
of the United States, but not
one of the 29 who served in
the military, in some capaci-

ty. He had managed five draft
deferments from going to
Vietnam and equivocated on the
Vietnam War per se, whilst polit-
ically opposing Richard Nixon’s
conduct of war. This flip-flop of
positions was visible in Biden
asserting that he was against
authorising the Iraq War in 2002
as he was supposedly “against it
from the moment it started”,
whilst contradicting himself with
his vote for the Authorisation for
Use of Military Force (AUMF) for
the invasion, as the Chair of the
Senate Relations Committee.
Later, a chance duel against a
decidedly racist, sexist and xeno-
phobic Donald Trump (who
clownishly and dangerously
sought to usurp the imagery of the
US military) ensured that Biden
was sworn in as POTUS and,
therefore, Commander-in-Chief
of its Armed Forces. Clearly for
many Veterans who traditionally
supported the more rightwing
Republican Party, Biden was the
better of the two bad choices.

For a persistently combat-
engaged nation with approxi-
mately 19 million Veterans as per
the Department of Veteran Affairs,
representing nearly 10 per cent of
the total US adult population —
the opinion of the ‘Uniformed’ fra-
ternity matters. Biden frequently
invoked the memory of his late
son in his presidential campaign,
Beau Biden, who served and rose
to the rank of Major in the Judge
Advocate General’s Corps. Beau
tenanted Iraq from 2008 to 2009
and received a Bronze Star for his
services. Biden’s “sacred obliga-
tion” campaign towards military
families entreated that sentiment,
“As parents of a service member
who was deployed to Iraq, Vice-
President Joe Biden and (Dr) Jill
Biden understand that it’s not just
military members who sign up to
serve our nation, their families do
too.” Meanwhile the ham-handed
approach of Trump, including
upsetting the Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, General
Mark Milley, as also respected
Veterans like Generals James
Mattis and HR McMaster, swung
the mood in favour of Biden —
aided immeasurably by Trump’s
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Political parties, gearing up for the
Assembly elections in Uttar
Pradesh, are looking for new polit-
ical strategies that could bring

them back to power. Caste and religion are
the two basic fundamentals on which this
election would be contested and the par-
ties are planning their strategies around
these planks. In this melee, the biggest
casualty is development as no political
party is talking about it. “Sadak, pani, bijli”
is no longer an issue for them, but caste
and religion are.

Just a few months back the opposition
parties were tearing apart the Yogi
Government for its failure to prevent
deaths of people in the second wave of
COVID-19. Then there were issues of poor
law and order and lack of governance
which the opposition claimed will prove
detrimental for the ruling BJP. We were
expecting protests across the state, almost
every day, highlighting people's issues. We
were expecting the opposition would
come up with a vision and project itself as
an alternative to the BJP; nothing of that
sort has happened so far.

For the last one month, dengue and
viral fever have been raging in western
Uttar Pradesh where over 100 children
have died so far. Senior leaders have crit-
icized the government by issuing state-
ments through tweets but none of the top
opposition leaders has visited the affect-
ed region. Opposition leaders of substance
merely shared their agonies through
press notes.

The shades of what we can expect in
the elections have started emanating when
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) claimed that it
will start its Tiranga Yatra after "darshan
of Ram Lalla" in Ayodhya. Samajwadi Party
national president Akhilesh Yadav has
started hopping from one temple to
another while in an attempt to invigorate
Muslims, Asaduddin Owaisi, President of
the All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen
(AIMIM), has raised the issue of the raz-
ing of a mosque in Barabanki. He even tar-
geted the Samajwadi Party saying why it
did not protest.

The Bharatiya Janata Party, on the
other hand, is silently working on its
Hindutva agenda. Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath has declared a 10 sq. km.-area
around the Krishna Janmashtami around
Mathura-Vrindavan as pilgrimage area
thus prohibiting sale of liquor and meat in
22 wards of Mathura city. The Deepotsava
in Ayodhya would be a grand affair this
year. Prime Minister Narendra Modi is
likely to attend the program when the gov-
ernment will attempt to break the Guinness
record by lighting over seven lakh diyas. 

Then there is caste which is the ful-
crum of elections in Uttar Pradesh since
the Mandal days. The emergence of
smaller caste parties that have influence
in small pockets has changed poll dynam-
ics. The big parties are too eager to align
with them realizing that all small gains can
catapult them into power. This is evident
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Who does not want a
birthday bash, par-
ticularly politicians?

It has been in vogue for many
years, particularly among the
famous and populist leaders.
There are dedicated birthday
functions for Jawaharlal
Nehru, Mahatma Gandhi,
Indira Gandhi, B R
Ambedkar, and so on.

It is normal practice for
supporters to greet their lead-
ers with flowers and cakes.
The bigger the cake they get,
the better the leader is pleased
with his courtiers. RJD chief
Lalu Prasad Yadav celebrates
his birthday with secular cakes.
On his 55th birthday, the cake
was shaped like a church,
masjid, and temple.  Late
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
Jayalalithaa once cut a cake in
the shape of parliament, reveal-

ing her ambition for a nation-
al role. 

Mayawati uses her birth-
day for crowdfunding and
gets enormous amounts for
her party on January 16.
Samajwadi Party patriarch
Mulayam Singh Yadav was
presented an 81-kilo "laddoo"
when he turned 80 in
November 2019. On Narendra
Modi's birthday in 2019, a
Surat bakery baked a 700-foot-
long cake. In Delhi, BJP MPs
cut a 370 kg cake to celebrate
the revocation of Article 370.

The BJP too has found
novel ways of celebrating birth-
day events. For instance, the
silver jubilee function of the
party held in Mumbai in 2005
had BJP leader Atal Bihari
Vajpayee emerging from a
vast lotus built for the occasion
at the Shivaji stadium.

The BJP plans to celebrate
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's 71st birthday as a
mega event. A flurry of events
is scheduled from September
17 (his birthday) till October
7 (when he became Gujarat
Chief Minister 20 years ago).
Last year, there were no grand
birthday celebrations when
Modi turned 70 because of the
pandemic.

In the past, his birthday
was marked as "Seva Saptah".

The drive this year has been
widened as "Seva our
Samarpan Abhiyan"in tribute
to his service and dedication.
This period will also include
the birth anniversaries of
Mahatma Gandhi (October 2)
and Deen Dayal Upadhyay
(September 25).

The campaign will focus
on how Modi had handled the
aftermath of the Bhuj earth-
quake and how he managed
to create brands such as the
Gujarat Model and Vibrant
Gujarat. Five crore'Thank You
Modiji' postcards will be
mailed directly to him as a
token of gratitude. Fourteen
ration bags with Modi's pic-
ture will be distributed.
Videos and documentaries
will be shown projecting
Modi as the messiah of the
poor.

The Covid-19pandemic
is not yet over. Then why
these gala functions? 

Internationally, Modi has
much to be pleased about.
Morning Consult, a US
research firm has recently
given Modi the highest
approval rating of 70 per cent
among global leaders. He led
the chart that tracked 12
other leaders. Japan's
Yoshihide Suga was at the bot-
tom.

No doubt the opposition,
which is looking for an issue,
has criticised this mega pro-
gramme when people still
suffer from Covid-19. They
point out that mishandling
the pandemic is one of the sig-
nificant failures of the Modi
government, particularly the
second wave, which took
everyone unawares. The econ-

omy is down, and there is
massive unemployment, infla-
tion and price rise. So, what
is there to rejoice, they ask.  

Modi is aware of how
important image-building is
for a politician. Elections are
scheduled in half a dozen
states, including UP, early
next year. The party's election
machinery has already been
activated. The birthday cele-
brations will give a boost to
the party cadres and prepare
them to face the elections.

Further, they are intend-
ed to make Modi a cult figure,
through BJP's parent organi-
sation, RSS, is against such
culture. Many regional lead-
ers practice personality cults,
including Mamata Banerjee,
Mayawati, Kejriwal, Lalu
Prasad Yadav, and others who
have their own fiefdoms.

These little tinpot dictators
coexist in a democracy with
their personality cults, which
is indeed a paradox.

Modi is presently in the
mid-term of his second stint.
Despite fulfilling most of the
RSS-BJP core agenda like
revoking Article 370 and
building of Ram Mandir at
Ayodhya, Covid-19 has unex-
pectedly ruined the BJP's
plans for the 2024 Lok Sabha
polls. His courtiers argue
what is wrong with using the
birthday as an occasion to
project Modi as pro-poor.
They contend that one should
not grudge Modi his birthday
bashes. After all, it is now clear
that Modi is BJP and BJP is
Modi and damage to one will
damage the other.  Birthday
bashes are indeed a show of
strength.
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the way Bharatiya Janata Party is
trying to woo Apna Dal, a Kurmi
based party and Nishad party, that
has influence among Nishads - the
boating community.

Akhilesh Yadav too has shown
his willingness to align with small-
er parties as he has publicly
claimed that Samajwadi Party will
not forge an alliance with big par-
ties but his party's doors are always
open for smaller parties. He has
already declared an alliance with
Mahan Dal and is also in touch
with Om Prakash Rajbhar, an
OBC leader whose
SuheldevBharatiya Samaj Party,
is an alliance with AIMIM but he
is looking for greener pasture.

Castes like Sahus, Kashyaps,
Sainis, Kushwahas, Mauryas,
Shakyas, Pals, Dhangars, Gaderiyas,
Kumhars, Nishads, and Mallas are
much in "demand". The BJP in 2017
had also expanded its reach among
Other Backward Castes (OBCs), by
allying with Om Prakash Rajbhar's
Suheldev Bhartiya Samaj Party
(SBSP) and the Nishad Party in 2019.
The SBSP, however, broke off ties
after the 2019 Lok Sabha elections
despite Rajbhar being made a cab-
inet minister in the Yogi
Government and his son and other
supporters given chairmanships of
state-run corporations.

On the other hand, Samajwadi
Party is focussing on Kurmis,
Mauryas, Sainis, Sahus, Kashyaps,
and other such. There is a feeling in
Samajwadi Party that it might give
more tickets to non-Yadav OBCs in
the coming elections.

The search for caste alliance is
not limited to backward or Other
Backward Caste (OBC) only even
the upper caste, particularly
Brahmins are now much in demand.
Persecution of Brahmins is believed
to be the new mantra of UP politics
as Bahujan Samaj Party and the
Samajwadi Parry have declared that
if their parties return to power, they
will order a probe into the atrocities
being committed against Brahmins
during the Yogi Raj.

At the concluding session of the
BSP's Prabudh Sammelan,
Mayawati declared that if she was
voted to power, a Commission
would be set up to enquire into
atrocities and injustice done to
Brahmins by the BJP government.
She even claimed that injustice was
also done during Akhilesh Yadav's
regime and her the party will work
to restore the "samman" of the
Brahmins.

Remember, this is the same
Mayawati whose party had coined
the slogan "Tilak tarazu aur talwar,
inkomaarojutteychaar" (Beat
Brahmins, Vaishyas, and Thakurs
with slippers). Such is her compul-
sion to appease Brahmins that she
did not hesitate to go for identity
politics when she accepted a trishul,
conch shell, and a silver elephant,
the election symbol of the party, as
gifts during a Prabudh Sammelan
from party leaders.

The Brahmins, who constitute
around 10 percent of the vote
share in Uttar Pradesh, have sud-
denly become very important in
Uttar Pradesh. Not only opposition,

even the ruling BJP has started
looking for Brahmin icons to
appease this politically important
community. This was probably the
first time when a ruling party cel-
ebrated the birth anniversary of
Govind Ballabh Pant, a Chief
Minister of an opposition party.
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
himself laid a wreath on the statue
of the former Chief Minister.

Why are the political parties
giving so much attention to this
vote bank in UP? First, the
Brahmins make up a significant size
of the electorate, and secondly,their
strong socio-political history helps
in influencing opinions during
elections. Thirdly, though Brahmins
largely remain with BJP, they do not
hesitate to switch sides. 

The Brahmins can influence
104 assembly seats out of 403 seats.
According to the Lokniti-CSDS sur-
vey data, more than half of the
Brahmin electorate always voted for
the BJP till 2004. However, the com-
munity's support for the BJP fell
below 40 percent in the 2007
assembly elections when Mayawati's
BSP won the majority. It stayed that
way till equations changed in the
2014 Lok Sabha elections when the
BJP got almost 72 percent of the
Brahmins votes.The trend was
repeated in the 2017 assembly and
the 2019 Lok Sabha elections when
the party got 80 percent and 82 per-
cent of Brahmin votes, respective-
ly. After these three elections,
Brahmin votes are to the BJP what
Yadav votes are for the SP and Jatav
votes are for the BSP.
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The international commu-
nity has announced over

$1.2 billion in aid for the
Afghanistan humanitarian cri-
sis, with UN Secretary General
Antonio Guterres underlining
the importance to engage with
the Taliban to ensure continued
humanitarian assistance in the
country and address other con-
cerns including terrorism,
human rights and the nature of
the Government.

The United Nations on
Monday convened a high-level
ministerial event in Geneva on
the humanitarian situation in
Afghanistan to highlight the
acute needs in the country
and underscore the urgent
funding support and actions
required by international part-
ners to support the people of
Afghanistan.

UN agencies and non-gov-
ernmental partners launched a
flash appeal seeking $606 mil-
lion for the remainder of the
year to bring vital relief to 11
million people in the war-torn
nation.

In his closing remarks to

the meeting, Under-Secretary-
General for Humanitarian
Affairs and Emergency Relief
Coordinator Martin Griffiths
said more than $1.2 billion in
humanitarian and develop-
ment aid has been announced
by “very generous member
States” for the Afghanistan
humanitarian crisis. This
includes funding for the flash
appeal as well as for the region-
al response.

“This conference has fully
met my expectations in relation

to the solidarity with the peo-
ple of Afghanistan,” Guterres
said at a Press conference.

“Considering the flash
appeal, considering the support
to neighbouring countries and
other programmes that sever-
al countries mentioned, today
we already heard clearly more
than $1 billion of pledges. It is
impossible, as I said, to say how
much of these will be for the
flash appeal; but in any case, it
represents a quantum leap in
relation to the financial com-
mitment of the international
community towards the
Afghan people,” he said.

The UN chief emphasised
that “it is impossible to provide”
humanitarian assistance inside
Afghanistan “without engaging
with the de facto authorities of
the country”.

“It is very important to
engage with the Taliban at the
present moment for all aspects
that concern the international
community, be it about terror-
ism, be it about human rights,
be it about drugs, be it about
the nature of the Government,
our attitude is to engage,” he
said.
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China on Tuesday hit out at
the upcoming first-ever

Quad summit to be hosted by
US President Joe Biden, saying
the formation of “exclusive
cliques” targeting other countries
runs counter to the trend of the
times and is “doomed to fail”.

President Biden would host
the first in-person Quad sum-
mit on September 24 in
Washington which will be
attended by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Prime
Minister Scott Morrison of
Australia and Japanese pre-
mier Yoshihide Suga.

Asked for his comment on
the upcoming Quad summit,
Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Zhao Lijian told a
media briefing here that coop-
eration between the countries
should not target third parties.

“It is China’s consistent
belief that any regional coop-
eration mechanism should fol-
low the trend of peace and
development, and help pro-

mote mutual trust and coop-
eration among regional coun-
tries rather than target a third
party or undermine its inter-
ests,” Zhao said.

“Forming closed and exclu-
sive ‘cliques’ targeting other
countries runs counter to the
trend of the times and deviates
from the expectation of region-
al countries. It thus wins no sup-
port and is doomed to fail,” he
said. China is not only a major
engine of economic growth in
the Asia-Pacific, but also a
staunch defender of regional
peace and stability, he said.

“China’s development is a
force for world peace and a
boon for regional prosperity
and development. Relevant
countries should discard the
outdated zero-sum mentality
and narrow-minded geopolit-
ical perception, 

view China’s development
correctly and respect people’s
aspiration in the region and do
more that is conducive to sol-
idarity and cooperation of
regional countries,” he said.
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Qatar warned Tuesday it
would not take responsi-

bility for Kabul airport without
“clear” agreements with all
involved, including the Taliban,
about its operations.

Doha has become a key
broker in Afghanistan follow-
ing last month’s withdrawal of
US forces, helping evacuate
thousands of foreigners and
Afghans, engaging the new
Taliban rulers and supporting
operations at Kabul airport.

“We need to make sure that
everything is addressed very
clearly otherwise... we are not
able to take any responsibility

of the airport (if) all these
things are not addressed,”
Foreign Minister Sheikh
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman
Al-Thani said at a press brief-
ing.

“Right now the status is still
(under) negotiation.”

Since the US pullout, Qatar
Airways planes have made sev-
eral trips to Kabul, flying in aid
and Doha’s representatives and
ferrying out foreign passport
holders.

The two-decade US inter-
vention in Afghanistan ended
with the hurried airlift of more
than 120,000 people from
Kabul as the Taliban returned
to power.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and US President Joe

Biden will address the UN
General Debate in-person next
week, as over 100 heads of state
and Government arrive in New
York to attend the annual high-
level General Assembly session,
which had gone virtual in 2020
due to the Covid-19.

Modi will address world
leaders from the iconic UN
General Assembly hall on the
morning of September 25, a
day after he participates in the
Quad Leaders’ Summit in
Washington DC hosted by
Biden on September 24.

Modi, Biden, Australian
Prime Minister Scott Morrison
and his Japanese counterpart
Yoshihide Suga will participate
in the Leaders’ Summit of the
Quadrilateral Framework in

Washington and “review
progress made since their first
virtual Summit on 12 March
2021 and discuss regional
issues of shared interest,” the
Ministry of External Affairs
said in a statement.

Modi will address the
General Debate of the 76th
Session of the United Nations
General Assembly (UNGA)
on September 25. “The theme
for this year’s General Debate
is ‘Building Resilience through
hope to recover from Covid-19,
rebuild sustainably, respond
to the needs of the planet,
respect the rights of people, and
revitalise the United Nations’,”
the MEA statement said.

As per the second provi-
sional list of speakers for the
General Assembly, about 109
heads of state and government
will address the General Debate
in person.
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India on Tuesday expressed
disappointment over “unwar-

ranted remarks” made by the
UN human rights chief on
Jammu & Kashmir, saying her
comments do not reflect the
ground reality and any short-
comings in upholding human
rights must be addressed in an
impartial manner and
anchored in non-interference
in a country’s internal affairs.

“We take note of refer-
ences to India in the oral update
by the High Commissioner
and express our disappointment
over her unwarranted remarks
on the Union Territory of
Jammu & Kashmir, which do
not reflect the ground reality,”
Secretary (West) in the Ministry
of External Affairs Reenat
Sandhu said on Tuesday while
delivering India’s statement
under the General Debate on
Oral Update of the High
Commissioner at the 48th

Session of the Human Rights
Council. Sandhu said India’s
approach to global promotion
and protection of human rights
is based on “our own experience
as a pluralistic and inclusive
society and vibrant democracy.”

She said India believes that
promotion and protection of
human rights are best pursued
through dialogue, consulta-
tion  among States and through
provision of technical assis-
tance and capacity building. 

“Any shortcomings in
upholding human rights must be
addressed in a transparent and
impartial manner, anchored in
respect for national sovereignty
and non-interference in internal
affairs of States,” she said.

UN high commissioner for
human rights Michelle Bachelet
on Monday described as “wor-
rying” India’s use of the
Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act as well as “fre-
quent” temporary communi-
cation blackouts in J&K.
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The leaders of Egypt and
Israel have met as part of

the first official trip to Egypt by
an Israeli Prime Minister in
over a decade, and rising ten-
sions in the Gaza Strip at the
top of their agenda.

Gaza is sandwiched
between Israel and Egypt, and
both countries have enforced a
border blockade of the territo-
ry to varying degrees since 2007
when the Islamic militant group
Hamas took control there.

The meeting between
Egyptian President Abdel Fattah
el-Sissi and Israeli Prime Minister
Naftali Bennett on Monday sig-
nalled a warming in a relation-
ship that had security-focused
but somewhat cool under

Bennett’s predecessor, Israeli
hard-liner Benjamin Netanyahu.

El-Sissi and Bennett met in
the Red Sea resort town of
Sharm el-Sheikh, according to an
official statement from the
Egyptian presidency. Egypt’s
state television showed both
leaders sitting side by side in
front of both of national flags,
with the Israeli army’s chief of
staff and Egypt’s foreign minis-
ter and the head of its intelligence
service also in attendance.

It was the first official visit
by an Israeli premier since
2010, when then Egyptian
President Hosni Mubarak host-
ed a summit with Netanyahu,
Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas and US
Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton.
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Senior diplomats from Japan,
the United States and South

Korea urged North Korea on
Tuesday to return to talks over
its missile and nuclear devel-
opment, a day after it
announced it successfully test-
ed new long-range cruise mis-
siles, indicating an advance-
ment of its military capabilities.

The three-way meeting in
Tokyo was attended by US
Special Representative for
North Korea Policy Sung Kim,
South Korea’s Special
Representative for Korean
Peninsula Peace and Security
Affairs Noh Kyu-duk and
Japanese Director-General for
Asian and Oceanian affairs
Takehiro Funakoshi.

US Envoy Kim said the
three countries were open to
diplomacy with North Korea
“to make tangible progress that
increases the security of the
United States and our allies.”

Damascus: Russian President
Vladimir Putin criticised the
presence of foreign troops in
Syria, saying they are there
against the will of the Syrian
Government and are blocking
the consolidation of the war-
torn country.

Putin was referring to hun-
dreds of US troops stationed in
eastern Syria and working with
Kurdish-led fighters in bat-
tling the militant Islamic State
group, as well as Turkish forces.

Speaking during a meeting
with his Syrian counterpart
Bashar Assad, he said the pres-
ence of the foreigners is illegal
because they don’t have per-
mission from the United
Nations or Syria’s Govt. AP
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The British Government will
be accepting an expert

panel’s recommendation and
begin the rollout of booster
vaccine shots across England
for over-50s from next week,
UK Health Secretary Sajid
Javid told Parliament on
Tuesday.

Tabling the government’s
winter strategy to tackle Covid-
19, Javid told the House of
Commons that the National
Health Service (NHS) in
England is preparing for the
rollout following the Joint
Committee on Vaccination and
Immunisation’s (JCVI) recom-
mendation earlier. 

Wales has also accepted the
JCVI advice, with other
devolved regions of the UK —

Scotland and Northern Ireland
— also expected to follow.

“I can confirm that I have
accepted the JCVI’s advice and
that the NHS is preparing to
offer booster doses from next
week,” said Javid.

“There’s evidence that the
protection offered by Covid-19
vaccines reduces over time,
particularly older people who
are at greater risk, so booster
doses are an important way of
keeping the virus under control
for the long-term,” he said.

Among the other
announcements for the gov-
ernment’s winter strategy of
“living with the virus” without
the need to resort to further full
lockdowns, Javid also outlined
a “Plan B” of contingency mea-
sures, including working from
home and face coverings.

Houston: Hurricane Nicholas,
now a tropical storm, made
landfall along the Texas coast
on Tuesday, bringing the threat
of up to 20 inches of rainfall to
parts of the Gulf Coast, includ-
ing the same area hit by
Hurricane Harvey in 2017 and
storm-battered Louisiana. The
storm could also cause life-
threatening flash floods across
the deep south.

Nicholas touched down on
the eastern part of the
Matagorda Peninsula and is
now about 30 miles (50 kilo-
meters) south southwest of
Houston, Texas, with maxi-
mum winds of 70 mph (110
kph), according to the National
Hurricane Center in Miami. 

AP
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The Foreign Minister in
Afghanistan’s new Taliban-

run Cabinet on Tuesday said
the Government remains com-
mitted to its promises not to
allow militants to use its terri-
tory to attack others. 

The first Press conference by
Amir Khan Muttaqi since the
Taliban formed an interim
Government a week ago comes
as governments around the
world — and many Afghans at
home — are searching for indi-
cations on how it will rule
Afghanistan after sweeping out
the US-backed Government and
taking over Kabul a month ago.

The US and its allies have
pushed the Taliban not to
repeat its harsh rule of the
1990s, when it monopolised
power and imposed its harsh
interpretation of Islamic law,
including severe restrictions
on women and minorities. 

Mottaqi gave little sign
whether the Taliban will bend to
the international pressure. He
would not give say how long the

interim Government would be in
place or whether it would even-
tually be opened up to other fac-
tions, minorities or women.

He repeatedly insisted
other countries must not inter-
fere in Afghanistan’s internal
issues, including in response to
a question on whether elections
would eventually be held.

Mottaqi, a longtime
Taliban negotiator, did make
the first confirmation by a
member of the new
Government of its commit-
ment to the Taliban deal last
year with the United States that
opened the way for the
American withdrawal from
Afghanistan. 
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India will need USD 8 trillion
(around � 588 lakh crore) of

gross capital formation or new
greenfield assets to become a
USD 5 trillion (around �368
lakh crore) economy by
FY2027, a report said.

The report by Deloitte
said despite the Covid-19 dis-
ruption, FDI inflow into the
country provides necessary
optimism and display under-
lying strengths of the Indian
economy.

In FY2020-21, FDI inflows
(including equity, re-invested
earnings, and capital) amount-
ed to a record USD 81.72 bil-
lion, 10 per cent higher than
the previous financial year, it
said.

While India remains a
favoured foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI) destination, the
country must enact more
reforms to ensure FDI flows
not only continue but also play
a meaningful role in attaining
the USD 5 trillion economy tar-
get, the report compiled based
on the survey response of 1,200
business leaders of multina-
tional corporations in the US,
the UK, Japan and Singapore
said.

It found that India remains
an attractive destination for
investments, scoring highly for
its skilled workforce and
prospects for economic growth. 

It also suggested that the
country must continue to enact
reforms and initiatives that
drive improvement, building
confidence in and enhancing
the competitiveness of India’s
economy.

While these inflows were
driven primarily by the ser-
vices sector, a more propor-
tionate contribution to gross
capital formation and the
increase in exports can be
achieved through greater FDI
in manufacturing, it said,
adding, average FDI from
FY15 to FY21 in manufactur-
ing was USD 8.6 billion com-
pared to about USD 25 billion
for services.

“Our analysis shows that
India will require at least USD
8 trillion of cumulative gross
capital formation to grow into
a USD 5 trillion economy,
assuming we are on the fastest
growth track. Based on past
trends, our research suggests
India needs approximately
USD 400 billion of foreign
capital cumulatively over the
next six years,” it said.

New Delhi:Cement produc-
tion declined 12 per cent to 82
million tonne in April-June
2021-22 compared to the pre-
vious quarter as Covid-induced
lockdowns in various states
impacted demand, a report by
Icra said. However, year-on-
year, the output was 54 per cent
higher  helped by a lower base
on account of nationwide lock-
down in April 2020, the rating
agency said.

“The production in 4M
FY2022 (April-July) is lower by
2 per cent compared to pre-
COVID levels (4M FY2020),” it
said. Though Icra expects total
production in the country to go
up by 12 per cent in the current
fiscal year supported by factors
like pent-up demand, rural
housing demand and pick-up
in infrastructure activity. PTI

Mumbai:The rupee pared its
early gains to close flat at 73.68
against the US currency on
Tuesday due to inflationary
concerns and a muted trend in
domestic equities.

The US dollar regaining
strength ahead of the release of

US inflation data and high
crude oil prices also restricted
gains in the rupee, analysts said.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local
currency opened higher at
73.62 and touched an intra-day
high of 73.57. PTI
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India and the 10-member
ASEAN bloc should strive to

announce the review of the free
trade agreement (FTA)
between them before the year-
end, Minister of State for
Commerce and Industry
Anupriya Patel suggested on
Tuesday. 

The issue came up for dis-
cussion during the 18th
ASEAN-India Economic
Ministers Consultations.  

The ASEAN-India Trade
in Goods Agreement was
signed on August 13, 2009. It
came into force on January 1,
2010. 

The Association of
Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) members are --
Indonesia, Thailand, Singapore,
Malaysia, the Philippines,

Vietnam, Myanmar,
Cambodia, Brunei and Laos. 

Patel resolved to complete
the scoping process expedi-
tiously to make the agreement
trade facilitative, user-friendly
with contemporary and
streamlined customs and reg-
ulatory procedures, the com-
merce ministry said in a state-
ment.  

She stated that the trade
arrangement has to be recip-
rocal, mutually beneficial and
should balance the aspirations
of all the partners.  

Patel emphasised on the
need for securing the FTA
provisions to prevent misuse of
preferential treatment and also
highlighted the non-tariff mea-
sures faced by Indian exporters
in accessing ASEAN market,
especially in agriculture and
auto sectors.  
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The GST Council might on
Friday consider taxing

petrol, diesel and other petro-
leum products under the sin-
gle national GST regime, a
move that may require huge
compromises by both central
and state governments on the
revenues they collect from tax-
ing these products.

The Council, which com-
prises central and state finance
ministers, in its meeting sched-
uled in Lucknow on Friday, is
also likely to consider extend-
ing the time for duty relief on
Covid-19 essentials, accord-
ing to sources in the know of
the development.

GST is being thought to be
a solution for the problem of
near-record high petrol and
diesel rates in the country, as it
would end the cascading effect
of tax on tax (state VAT being
levied not just on the cost of
production but also on the
excise duty charged by the

Centre on such output).
In June, the Kerala High

Court, based on a writ petition,
had asked the GST Council to
decide on bringing petrol and
diesel within the goods and ser-
vices tax (GST) ambit.  The
sources said bringing petrol
and diesel within GST would
be placed before the Council
for discussion in the light of the
court asking the Council to do
so.  When a national GST sub-
sumed central taxes such as
excise duty and state levies like
VAT on July 1, 2017, five petro-

leum goods – petrol, diesel,
ATF, natural gas and crude oil
– were kept out of its purview
for the time being.  This is
because both central and state
government finances relied
heavily on taxes on these prod-
ucts. Since GST is a consump-
tion-based tax, bringing petro
products under the regime
would have mean states where
these products are sold get the
revenue and not ones that cur-
rently derive the most benefit
out of them because of they
being the production centre.
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Equity indices resumed their
climb on Tuesday after a

day’s pause following gains in
IT, bank and engineering stocks
amid a muted trend overseas.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
ended 69.33 points or 0.12 per
cent higher at 58,247.09. The
broader NSE Nifty advanced
24.70 points or 0.14 per cent to
its fresh closing record of
17,380.

IndusInd Bank topped the
Sensex gainers chart with a
jump of 4.07 per cent, followed
by HCL Tech, Kotak Bank,
Bajaj Auto, Tech Mahindra,
L&T, Titan and TCS.

In contrast, HDFC, Nestle
India, UltraTech Cement,
HUL, Tata Steel, Bajaj Finserv

and Bajaj Finance were among
the prominent laggards, shed-
ding up to 1.07 per cent.

“Despite a bullish opening,
domestic indices closed flat
with a positive bias amid mixed
sentiments among global peers.
India’s retail inflation softened
to 5.3 per cent in August, stay-
ing within RBI’s comfort zone,
which was led by lower food
inflation.

“However, the wholesale
price inflation accelerated to
11.39 per cent, snapping the
two-month easing trend owing
to non-food articles. Global
markets traded cautiously
ahead of the US consumer
price index to be released
today,” said Vinod Nair, Head
of Research at Geojit Financial
Services.
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The wholesale price-based
inflation rose marginally to

11.39 per cent in August, main-
ly due to costlier manufactured
goods, even as food prices
softened.

Snapping the two-month
easing trend, WPI inflation
rose in August and remained in
double-digit for the fifth con-
secutive month.

In July 2021, WPI inflation
was 11.16 per cent, while in
August 2020 it was 0.41 per
cent.  “The high rate of infla-
tion in August 2021 is primar-
ily due to rise in prices of non-
food articles, mineral oils;
crude petroleum and natural
gas; manufactured products
like basic metals; food prod-
ucts; textiles; chemicals and
chemical products etc as com-
pared the corresponding
month of the previous year,” the
Commerce and Industry
Ministry said in a statement.

Inflation in food articles
eased for the fourth straight
month, recording (-) 1.29 per
cent in August, against zero per

cent in July, even as onion and
pulses prices spiked.

Inflation in onions was
high at 62.78 per cent, while
that in pulses was 9.41 per cent.
In vegetables it was (-) 13.30
per cent in August.

Inflation in crude petro-
leum and natural gas was 40.03
per cent in August. In manu-
factured products, inflation
stood at 11.39 per cent in
August, against 11.20 per cent

in July. The manufactured
goods inflation has remained in
double digit for the fourth
month in a row.

The RBI, which mainly
takes into account retail infla-
tion, in its monetary policy last
month kept interest rates
unchanged at record lows. It
projected CPI or retail inflation
at 5.7 per cent during 2021-22,
up from its earlier projection of
5.1 per cent.

New Delhi:Co-founder of
online food delivery platform
Zomato Gaurav Gupta, a key
figure in the run-up to the
company’s IPO in July, has
resigned. In an email sent to
staff at Zomato, Gupta - who
was the head of supply - said he
will be starting a new chapter
after spending six years at the
company. “I am taking a new
turn in my life and will be start-
ing a new chapter, taking a lot
from this defining chapter of
my life - the last 6 years at
Zomato. We have a great team
now to take Zomato forward,
and it’s time for me to take an
alternate path in my journey,”
Gupta said. PTI
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The Finance Ministry has
permitted 11 states to bor-

row an additional amount of �
15,721 crore after these states
achieved the capital expendi-
ture target set for the June quar-
ter.

These states are Andhra
Pradesh, Bihar, Chhattisgarh,
Haryana, Kerala, Madhya
Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya,
Nagaland, Rajasthan and
Uttarakhand.

“11 states.... Have achieved
the target set by the Ministry of
Finance for the capital expen-
diture in the 1st Quarter of
2021-22. As an incentive, these
States have been granted per-
mission by the Department of
Expenditure to borrow an addi-
tional amount of �15,721
crore,” the Ministry said in a

statement.
The additional open mar-

ket borrowing permission
granted is equivalent to 0.25
per cent of their Gross State
Domestic Product (GSDP).
Additional financial resources
thus made available will help
the States in pushing their cap-
ital expenditure further.

The Ministry said capital
expenditure has a high multi-
plier effect, enhances the
future productive capacity of
the economy, and results in a
higher rate of economic
growth.

Accordingly, out of the net
borrowing ceiling (NBC) of 4
per cent of GSDP for the states
for 2021-22, 0.50 per cent of
GSDP was earmarked for
incremental capital expenditure
to be incurred by the States
during 2021-22. 

Jamshedpur:Tata Steel on
Tuesday commissioned a 5-
tonne per day (TPD) carbon
capture plant at its Jamshedpur
Works, making it the country’s
first steel company to adopt
such a carbon capture tech-
nology that extracts CO2
directly from the blast furnace
gas.Tata Steel will reuse the cap-
tured CO2 on site to promote
circular carbon economy.

This carbon capture and
utilisation (CCU) facility uses
amine-based technology and
makes the captured carbon
available for onsite reuse. The
depleted CO2 gas is sent back
to the gas network with
increased calorific value. This
project has been executed with
technological support from
Carbon Clean, a global leader
in low-cost CO2 capture tech-

nology. The CCU plant was
inaugurated by T.V. Narendran,
CEO and MD, Tata Steel, in the
presence of company officials
and other dignitaries. “In align-
ment with the Tata group’s
pioneering values, we have
taken this strategic step in our
journey towards decarbonisa-
tion. We will continue our
quest to remain an industry
leader in sustainability by set-
ting new benchmarks for a bet-
ter tomorrow,” Narendran said.
“The operational experience
gathered from this 5 TPD CO2
capture plant will give us the
required data and confidence to
establish larger carbon capture
plants in future. As a next
step, we aim to establish scaled
up facilities of CO2 capture
integrated with utilisation
avenues,” he added. IANS
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Eleven states have achieved
the capex target set by the

finance ministry in the 1st
Quarter of 2021-22 thereby
getting permission to borrow
an additional amount of �
15,721 crore as an incentive.

The 11 states include
Andhra Pradesh, Bihar,
Chhattisgarh, Haryana, Kerala,
Madhya Pradesh, Manipur,
Meghalaya, Nagaland,
Rajasthan and Uttarakhand.

The additional open mar-
ket borrowing permission
granted to states under the pro-
gramme is equivalent to 0.25
per cent of their Gross State
Domestic Product (GSDP).
Additional financial resources
thus made available will help
the States in pushing their cap-
ital expenditure further, the
finance ministry said in a
statement.

The capital expenditure
has a high multiplier effect,
enhances the future productive
capacity of the economy, and
results in a higher rate of eco-
nomic growth. Accordingly,
out of the net borrowing ceil-
ing  of 4% of GSDP for the
States for 2021-22, 0.50 per cent
of GSDP was earmarked for
incremental capital expenditure
to be incurred by the States
during 2021-22. The target for
incremental capital expenditure
for each state to qualify for this
incremental borrowing was
fixed by the Dept of
Expenditure. To become eligi-
ble for incremental borrowing,
States were required to achieve
at least 15 per cent of the tar-
get set for 2021-22 by the end
of 1st quarter of 2021-22, 45
per cent by the end of 2nd
quarter, 70 per cent by the end
of 3rd quarter and 100 per cent
by March 31, 2022.
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Communication plays a vital role in
our lives. Be it within the family,

within friends, or in public dealing, the
role of the way and manner of com-
municating is very important. Corporate
working is no exception. The emergence
of new technologies and the power of
digital platforms have made companies
realise the significance to maintain the
integrity of corporate communication,
and allow stakeholders and sharehold-
ers to view its existence positively. 

Corporate communication can take
many forms, depending on the target
audience. An organisation’s communi-
cation strategy usually consists of writ-
ten text like internal and external
reports, announcements, website text,
promotional materials, emails, notes,
press releases, speeches, conferences,
interviews and videos. Corporate com-
munication techniques and manage-
ment functions are intertwined to bring
benefits to the organization and achieve
desired goals. 

Courses
With increased competition, the

companies are much concerned about
maintaining an impeccable image.
Corporate image conveys everything
about a company through visual com-
munication, product advertising etc. and
also strongly influences the company's
identity. Graphic Design is an emerging
creative career in India with ample of job
and growth opportunities where one cre-
ates and designs visual concepts for the
company.

A big number of colleges offer these
courses. Besides, a degree in journalism
& mass communication can help one get
an easier access into this sector. The
Indian Institute of Management has an
Executive Program in Communication

strategies for corporate leaders. Many
private institutions provide short term
courses for public relations managers,
business and workplace communication,
writing skills etc. Students may choose
to specialize in various fields like adver-
tising, public relations, internal com-
munications, investor relations, crisis
management, brand management and
event management.

Scope and job prospects
For fresh grads in corporate com-

munication, scope is not restricted to a
specific industry. If communication is
your strength and you have an ability to
understand the intricacies then a career
awaits. There are good job opportuni-
ties for budding individuals like business
spokespersons, marketing specialists,
technical copywriters, public speaking
trainers, publicity managers, campaign
directors, social media handlers, HR,
Digital Marketing Specialists, Event
Managers, or media planners.

One can work as communication

specialist in private companies, Public
Administration, Non-Profit
Organisations, Government &
Corporate Affairs, MNCs, or Ministry
(MIB).

Essential skills requisite
�Corporate Communications is rapid-
ly gaining ground. To proclaim infor-
mation, both internally and externally,
or to market their products and services
companies require expert professionals
who have effective communication
skills.
�A Company's reputation is intangible
but it is a powerful asset that attracts siz-
able talent, builds consumer loyalty,
allows businesses to influence stake-
holder belief and positively impact pre-
mium customers. One needs to have an
Inherent Interest in Current Affairs and
Trending Stories.
�The Pandemic has changed the world.
Old ideas, pitch and approaches to the
business world just won’t cut in.
Multitaskers can have a bright scope in

this sector.
�One should have good interpersonal
skills, have passion for public speaking,
have leadership quality and ability to
motivate colleagues and others, has an
in-depth understanding of social media,
possesses analytical skills and has an abil-
ity to successfully organize events, then
one is already on course for a career in
corporate communications.

Pandemic affect
The ongoing pandemic has been a

rare and perhaps most uncertain peri-
od for corporate communication.
Besides the forced lockdowns and sub-
sequent global slowdowns, the execu-
tives face information disorders. The
companies realized the importance of a
crisis-response team in an emergency
situation, which needs to monitor the sit-
uation constantly, be transparent and
regularly update the communication
chain. Particularly the need to timely
inform the employees about the pre-
vailing situation and the policy changes.
Importantly they need to be motivated
to get over the anxiety of uncertainty.
Communication with customers should
focus on empathy rather than trying to
sell them products or services.
Companies need to rethink advertising
and promotion strategies to be more in
line with the current times. The com-
munication needs to be transparent with
shareholders and stakeholders. When
dealing with uncertainty one needs to
keep honest communication going
without having the fear of doing some-
thing wrong. As Charles Darwin has
said, "It is not the strongest of the species
that survive, nor the most intelligent, but
the one most responsive to change.” 
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Education has completely
moved on from its tradition-
al setup and reskilling is vital

in a post pandemic scenario.
COVID-19 has opened up a new
way of studying and therefore,
returning to normal comes with
multiple challenges.  It also presents
an ocean of opportunities to
improve skills. Ongoing global pan-
demic brought to light various
issues, and concurrently created a
sense of urgency for both students
and professionals to accelerate their
growth towards the future.

As Class XII Board result is out
now, the students are in chaos
about what to opt for a better
future and also, it is a crucial time
for students as the choices made at
this stage may define what they do
in their long-term career. At this
point of time approximately 80%
students feel pressured to take up a
course just because their parents
think it is best or just because their
friends are going for it. Before
investing your time, money and
efforts into pursuing a course, you
should keep a steady head and
weigh all the options carefully.

As the world is adopting the
digital paradigm, there is a growing
need to polish the old skills and
learn new ones. Before finalising the
admission in any course, here are
some demanding courses with allur-
ing career options for students.
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As the persistent rise in the

cases of cybersecurity in India,
now as Governments and organi-
zations are facing cyber threats,
hackers target Government agencies
because its interwoven systems
contain vast amounts of informa-
tion from citizens. Not only gov-
ernment but private or public
organisations are also at risk.

As per the source, country's
demand for cybersecurity profes-
sionals is likely to rise 200 per cent
by 2024. Cybersecurity has become
one of the most in-demand careers
for students. Those who are inter-
ested in working as a cybersecuri-
ty professional, rest assured there
will be no lack of jobs for you. To
kickstart a career in cybersecurity,
one needs to start off with a back-
ground in Information Technology.
To embrace a career in
Cybersecurity to pursue after Class
XII following are your options:

� B.Tech (Information
Technology)

�B.Tech (Information Science
& Engineering)

�B.Tech (Cyber Security and
Forensics)

�B.E. (IT)
�B.Sc.(Forensic Science)
�Diploma in Cyber Security
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India will play a pivotal role in

the AI revolution and nowadays AI
is being used across various indus-

trial sectors (Healthcare, agriculture,
automobile, education and trans-
port) etc.  AI enters our professional
lives and it entails the amazing
career opportunities for freshers and
professionals. To be part of the AI
profession, you will know about the
future growth of Artificial
Intelligence and its various aspects
that can be inculcated in a machine
using Artificial Intelligence. 

The advancements in tech-
nologies also fuel the future scope
of Artificial Intelligence in India in
subsets of AI like Deep Learning,
Machine Learning, etc. One can opt
for a course in AI after Class XII is:

�B.Tech. in Computer Science
�B.Tech. in Robotics and

Automation
� B.Tech. in Electronics

Engineering
�B.Tech. in EC Engineering
� B.Tech. in Electrical

Engineering
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In India the pharmaceutical

market is one of the few sectors that
have shown double-digit growth
rate (CAGR) in the last few years.
India is a rapidly growing its pres-
ence in the global pharmaceuticals
industry. In the ongoing pandem-

ic, the demand for medicines are
increasing day by day, so the
employment in the pharmaceutical
sector is also increasing at an
increasing rate. The sector is grow-
ing at a consistent rate in India and
offering great career opportunities
to thousands of students. After
completing Class XII, candidates
can opt for:

�Bachelor in Pharmacy
�Bachelor in Pharmacy (Lateral

Entry)
� Bachelor of Pharmacy

(Ayurveda)
�Diploma in Pharmacy

��������
Nursing career is one of the

most lucrative career options for
students because there are no
restrictions for students irrespective
of their academic background. As
medical facilities are rising in India,
the demand for nursing courses has
also increased immensely. Nurses
are one of the pillars of the health-
care systems and Indian nurses are
the most trusted health care pro-
fessionals in the world.

Nursing offers different cours-
es after Class XII:

�B.Sc. Nursing
�ANM

�GNM 
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Data has become an essential

part of our life. In current sce-
nario, each and every industry has
opened their doors for the role of
data analytics professionals. 

The scope of data science is
wide and has emerged as an
attractive and top most career
option in India because of its vast
future offerings and opportuni-
ties. 

Candidates who are passion-
ate about research and computers
through data analytics, will find
the option of pursuing data sci-
ence as a lucrative career option.
For this interested candidate
needs to opt for one of the cours-
es mentioned below:

�B.Sc Data Science
�B.Tech  Big Data Analytics
�BCA Data Science
�IBM Data Science profes-

sional Certificate
�Applied Data Science with

Python Certifications
Before making a decision,

keep searching top courses and
demand in your desired fields. 
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The Amity University and
Baylor College of Medicine

(BCM-Houston, US) researchers
have developed a powerful
ArtificiaI Intelligence (AI) plat-
form to find clinically important
vaccine targets and epitopes that
could transform vaccine discov-
ery process for deadly infectious
diseases like COVID-19 and
Chagas disease. 

The results of this study have

been published in UK based
journal Scientific Reports, and
PubMed, titled Identification of
Vaccine Targets in Pathogens
and Design of a Vaccine Using
Computational Approaches by
Dr Kamal Rawal, scientist,
Associate Professor and Project
Director, Amity Institute of
Biotechnology, Amity University. 

Dr Peter Hotez, (Dean,
National School of Tropical
Medicine, Baylor College of
Medicine), Dr Maria Elena

Bottazzi (Co-Dean, National
School of Tropical Medicine,
BCM) and Dr Ulrich Strych
(Associate Professor, BCM) are
senior co-authors. 

According to Dr Rawal, “The
key innovation is using artificial
intelligence to combine several
hundred parameters to mine
several thousand proteins and
genes to reach to the right targets
and design vaccine using these
proteins.”

Researchers tested this plat-

form on several known experi-
mental vaccine targets including
those that are already available in
the market.

The team have long standing
interest in neglected diseases of
poverty so they opted to analyse
the whole genome and pro-
teome. These are a set of all pro-
tein sequences in a cell of an
important pathogen which is
popularly known as
Trypanosoma cruzi or as (T.
cruzi).

����� ,1(�&

The Institute of
M a n a g e m e n t
Studies (IMS)

Noida organised a
Faculty Development
Programme on the topic
of "Personal and
Professional Ethics for
Teaching Effectiveness.”
The keynote speaker was
Dr Parin Somani,

P h i l a n t h r o p i s t
Motivational Speaker
and author and Dr
Kulneet Suri Senior
Director IMS Noida.

While addressing the
session Dr Kulneet Suri,
Senior Director said:
“Effectiveness is the qual-
ity of being successful in
producing an intended
result. Especially, the
teaching profession is

expected to evolve a set
of ethical principles to
guide the conduct and
behaviours of its mem-
bers.”

The ethical princi-
ples provide the basis to
differentiate between
desirable and undesirable
professional conduct and
behavior of the teachers.

Further, she added
that the importance of

having an effective
teacher with profession-
al ethics in the process of
education is one of the
important needs of soci-
ety.

“In terms of teachers
ethics, educators should
possess good qualities
and avoid vices. The sur-
vey method is adopted
for the college teachers,”
Suri said.

During the ongoing COVID
19 pandemic, big IT com-

panies like Google, Amazon,
Apple, Facebook, and Microsoft
have accelerated their activities
of business expansion and gain-
ing a monopoly. As a result,
governments in several major
countries, including the US and
India have started amending old
laws and enacting new laws to
curb the monopoly of these
companies. 

The monopoly war has
become very prevalent in tech
companies. Google, funded
Apple and other mobile manu-
facturing companies, carriers,
and browsers to put its search
engines and other apps as the
default apps. This led to fewer
consumers of other search
engines and a drastic surge of
Google's search engine sub-
scribers. There are also allega-
tions that Google and Apple
have teamed up to outplay
competition like Nokia and
BlackBerry. Most apps are now
downloaded from Google’s Play
Store or Apple's App Store, for
which Google and Apple charge
up to 30 percent commission
from App Manufacturers. 

Leading E-commerce com-
panies like Amazon & Flipkart
continue to have a different
game of monopoly in India.
These companies are control-

ling their operations and prod-
uct prices by promoting select-
ed vendors on their platforms.
The Delhi Vyapar Mahasangh,
an organization of retailers,
had filed a complaint to the
Competition Commission of
India (CCI) accusing Amazon
and Flipkart of trying to end
competition by using wrong
means. After which the CCI had
directed the Director-General
for Preliminary Inquiry of the
allegations. Amazon and
Flipkart also approached the
Karnataka High Court and the
Supreme Court to avoid these
investigations but could not
find any relief.  Microsoft is
known for ruining its competi-
tors since the success of
Windows as an operating sys-
tem. A successful browser
named Netscape was made
incompatible and Internet
Explorer was promoted to swipe
the business.

Similarly, whether it is
search engine business or cloud
computing, or social media,
Microsoft never shied away
from using unethical tactics to
derail competitors in every
business line they are into. As a
result, Microsoft has already
been prosecuted for antitrust in
2001 as well.

Major cases of antitrust
have taken place in the past and

hard steps have also been taken.
In 1911, John D. Rockefeller's
company Standard Oil was split
into 34 parts for an antitrust
violation. Realizing the urgency
of the occasion, the US
Congress passed five new
antitrust bills in June 2021 - the
American Innovation and
Choice Act, The Platform
Competition and Opportunity
Act, The Ending Platform
Monopoly Act, the Access act,
The Merger Filing Fee
Modernization Act. The
European Union has proposed
two bills to control anti-com-
petition and illegal content in
December 2020 itself.

In India, MRTP Act 1969 -
Monopolistic and Restrictive
Trade Practice Act was already
in practice since 1969. However
the rule was too old to control
the antitrust after the 90s glob-
alization, so the Competition
Act was passed in 2002 under
which the Competition
Commission of India was con-
stituted in 2009. New IT law -
Intermediary guidelines and
digital media ethics code 2021
and amendment into Consumer
protection (e-commerce) Act
2020 are the few major steps to
curb the tech giants and protect
the interest of consumers. 
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The Delhi College of Fire
and Safety Engineering
announces the com-

mencement of admissions for
its one-year certificate course
in Fire Technology Industrial
and Safety Management, one-
year-and-six-month course in
Health Safety Environment
and six-month certificate
course in Fire Fighting.

The study of this pro-
gramme is incorporated to
train candidates to gain
knowledge about the preven-
tive measures to be applied
during times of emergency.

Eligibility:
This full-time diploma

course has been thoughtfully
designed for those who have
recently cleared Class X or
10+2 from any recognised
Board and want to work in
Fire and Safety Management
Industry can enroll for these
courses. 

How to apply: To apply
please visit www.dcfse.com
or the application forms
brochure may be obtained
from admission office of Delhi
College of fire and safety
Engineering, Mundka, New
delhi-110041

Application deadline:
September 30, 2021.
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The Sanskrit i
University (SU), Mathura
invites online applications
for admission to Diploma,
Under Graduate, and Post
Graduate Programmes in
Engineering, Management
& Commerce, Education,
Special  Education,
Humanities & Social
Sciences,  Pharmacy,
Agriculture,  Fashion
Designing, Law and Legal
Studies,  Yoga and
Naturopathy, Tourism &
Hotel  Management,
Medical & Allied Sciences,
Basic & Applied Sciences,
Ayurveda, Unani, and
Nursing courses.

How to apply :
Applicants seeking admis-
sion are required to fill an
online application form
available on www.sanskri-
ti.edu.in.

The submission of the
application form can be
done online or in-person at
the university by deposit-
ing �1000. For online sub-
mission, use the l ink
https://www.sanskriti.edu.in
/register. The admission
prerequisites will be in
accordance with the vari-
ous regulatory bodies as
amended from time to
time.

Admission process:
Applications for academic
year 2021-22 are open to
applicants who have passed
or will appear for the qual-
ifying examinations under
the higher secondar y
(10+2) from any recog-
nised Board of Education
l i k e
AISSCE/IB/ICSE/CBSE, or
equivalents. For admission
to diploma programmes,
students are required to
have passed the Class X
examination from any state
or central  board l ike
CBSE/ICSE.

Application deadline:
September 30, 2021.
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The 11th batch of the
Certif icate Course on
Export Import Business
held under MVIRDC
World Trade Center
Mumbai will commence
from September 18, 2021.

The course will be held
virtually or online thrice a
week. 

To register kindly visit:
https://forms.gle/6F51Q9u8
4UtZK8uEA.
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The Indian School of Business
(ISB) is a private business school
founded in 2001. ISB is the first

business school in India to be accredit-
ed by the Association to Advance
Collegiate Schools of Business
(AACSB).However, ISB is not accredit-
ed by the Indian statutory body and the
All India Council for Technical
Education (AICTE) as ISB has chosen
not to apply for its accreditation.

Programmes offered
�Post Graduate Programme in

Management (PGP)
�An incisive one-year programme

designed for mid-career professionals
�Post Graduate Programme for

Working Professionals (PGPpro)
�A weekend residential MBA pro-

gramme designed for mid-career work-
ing executives

�Post Graduate Programme In
Management for Senior Executives
(PGPMAX)

� Fellow Programme in
Management (FPM)

�Executive Fellow Programme in
Management (FPM)

�3-year Doctoral level programme
designed for working executives

�Executive Education Programmes
�Programmes for working profes-

sionals that are designed to provide
timely learning interventions that help
them progress in their careers.

� Advanced Management
Programmes

Exams to pass
For PGP
GMAT/GRE (TOEFL/IELTS/PTE

score required if language of instruction
at UG study level was not English)

For FPM
GMAT/GRE/CAT/GATE/JRF

(TOEFLfor applicants whose language
of instruction at UG level is not English).

For PGPpro, PGPMAX, EEP, AMP
How to prepare for these exams
�GMAT Examination: The

Graduate Management Admissions Test
(GMAT) tests you across various skills,
but can primarily be split into 4 differ-
ent sections: Verbal, Quant, Integrated
Reasoning and Analytical Writing. The
best method to understand what the
GMAC is testing you on is to take a
Diagnostic Test. Mock tests will enable
you to understand the overall context of

the subject areas involved in the GMAT.
And your score should be 720

�GRE Preparation: The GRE exam
has two test formats - GRE General Test
and GRE Subject Test. The GRE syllabus
is different for each

�GRE General Test: General Test is
the standard exam that tests students’
verbal reasoning, quantitative reasoning,
and analytical writing skills

�GRE Subject Test: For more spe-
cific courses a GRE Subject Test might
be required by the college, as the GRE
Subject Test focuses on judging the can-
didate’s expertise in specific fields

�CAT preparation: CAT syllabus
2021 can be divided into three sections:
Quantitative Ability; Data Interpretation
& Logical Reasoning and Verbal Ability
& Reading Comprehension

ISB Eligibility: (PGP): 
�The candidate must hold a bach-

elor's degree or equivalent in any disci-
pline

�The candidate must have at least
24 months of full-time post-qualification
work experience as of March 31 of that
year

�Valid GMAT/GRE score
�GMAT (TOEFL/IELTS/PTE

required if language at UG was not
English)
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The Anant Fellowship for
Climate Action invites
applications for the year

2021-22. It also announces the
first set of Fellows for its 2022
cohort. The Fellowship
received 2,614 applications
from 46 countries, with candi-
dates as young as 16 and as old
as 59 applying to be one of the
30 fellows.

The fellowship gives fel-
lows the chance to work with
top climate pioneers in the
world. It is a unique one-year
international climate educa-
tion programme based on a
mentor-mentee framework. It
is designed to help fellows
develop the skills required to
lead large scale solutions to
mitigate climate change.

The first set of seven fel-
lows for the 2022 cohort,
announced, will arrive at the
fellowship, having already
made a mark in their fields
ranging from Microbiology
and Biotechnology to AI and
Data Science and Forestry and
Environmental Sciences. 

The Anant Fellowship for
Climate Action is a member of
MIT Solve, an initiative of the
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, US, to solve world
challenges. 

How to apply : Visit:
ht t p s : / / a n u . e d u . i n / p r o -
gramme/anant-fellowship-for-
climate-action/

Application deadline:
It is September 18, 2021.

The University of
Birmingham Dubai
announces scholarships for
Indian students domiciled
and living in India. The
University of Birmingham is a
global top 100 university and a
member of the elite Russell
Group of UK universities. It is
atop most targeted university
by leading employers with its
own campus in Dubai.

The scholarship is available
for all students. Once the stu-
dent has submitted the appli-
cation and if they receive an
offer from the university, the
value of the scholarship will be
advised based on predicted
grades or on meeting the offer
conditions. The scholarships
supports applicants who wish
to experience the high-quality
education we deliver in Dubai.

Applications for Fall 2021
are open until late September,
provided applicants have all
documents.

The value of scholarship
will be advised based on pre-
dicted grades or on meeting
offer conditions. 

Award: Up to 40% of
tuition fees (2021 entry).

For scholarship inquiries,
please contact: dubai-
queries@contacts.bham.ac.uk

For more information visit:
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/
dubai/index.aspx

How to apply: Please visit:
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/
dubai/study/apply/index.aspx.

The work of the forensic
experts captivated us. Many
people are drawn towards

human anatomy and study of
forensic science. The study of
forensic science also known as
criminalistics is used everywhere
around the world to enforce crim-
inal laws and regulations to pro-
tect public health and to resolve
civil disputes. India has 37 States
and seven central forensic science
labs, 29 fingerprint bureaus, sev-
eral regional forensic science labs
and district mobile forensic units.

We also have an advanced
Centre for DNA Fingerprinting
and Diagnostics and the Centre for
Cellular and Molecular Biology
and Central Forensic Science
Laboratory which facilitates DNA
profiling. The country also has pri-
vate sectors at several places pro-
viding opportunities in this field.

Even with so many opportu-
nities in the field of criminalistics
in India, there are only 0.33 foren-
sic scientists per 0.1 million pop-
ulation. The need for forensic
scientists is immense. Here are the

opportunities in this field.
Crime Scene Investigator:

Students wanting to have a career
in this field should at least have a
bachelor's degree, mostly a mas-
ter's degree is preferable. One
should have a degree in the field
of science and criminal justice. The
role of a Crime Scene Investigator
(CSI) is to conduct analysis, help
in investigating crime scenes,
work with body parts and many
more. 

Forensic Ballistics Expert: A
ballistic expert is basically a
firearm examiner who is trained
in criminal justice. The duty of a
ballistic expert is to collect and
analyse evidence on live ammu-
nition, bullet fragments, firearms
and other tools associated with it.
Another work of a ballistic expert
is finding out the point of origin
of fire rounds, examining if a gun
was fired recently, identifying the
type of bullet and more. Students
wanting to pursue a career in this
field should hold a bachelor degree
in forensic science and have
knowledge in Maths, Physics and

Chemistry. A background in
human anatomy and biology is
compulsory.

Forensic DNA Analyst: A
DNA analyst plays a vital role in
the field of Forensic Science. The
work of the DNA analyst is to
examine the samples of victims,
suspects, and various people as it
helps in identifying whether the
given person was present at the
crime scene or not; DNA results
are more accurate than fingerprint
testing. A career in this field
should be taken by students who
are passionate and determined.
Students should have at least a
four-year degree having educa-
tional qualification in one of the
streams. The fields that one can
gain qualification in order to
become a DNA analyst is biology,
criminalistics, biochemistry, genet-
ics nd chemistry.

Lie Detector Examiner:
Students wanting to pursue a
career as a polygraph examiner
should have a degree in psychol-
ogy, law enforcement or criminal
justice. The work of a lie detector

examiner includes conducting lie
detector examinations, working
with investigators, testifying in
court and many more. 

Digital Forensic Expert: To
become a digital forensics expert,
students should have a bachelor's
degree in one of these courses like
computer engineering, applied
mathematics, cybersecurity infor-
mation technology, and many
others. To have a superior position
in this field a master’s degree is
required. Due to an increase in
cases in cybercrimes, there is a
great demand for digital forensics
experts. The work of digital foren-
sics includes analysing informa-
tion in investigations and solving
crimes related to computers. 

As the career scope of crimi-
nalistics is vast, the students can
get employed in hospitals, insti-
tutes, forensic labs, pharmaceuti-
cal MNC’s and Government and
private agencies. There are endless
opportunities for those who wish
to have their forensic practice
and forensic service office.
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Kolkata Knight Riders head
coach Brendon  McCullum

says they were “paralysed a lit-
tle bit by fear” when coronavirus
struck the first half of the IPL in
India.

It was KKR spinner Varun
Chakravarthy and seamer
Sandeep Warrier, who first test-
ed positive for COVID-19 in
May in the middle of the League,
which was eventually post-
poned.The Purple and Gold
brigade led by England white-
ball skipper Eoin Morgan had an
underwhelming first half. They
are languishing at the seventh
spot but McCullum is hopeful
for a strong showing when
action resumes from September
19 in the UAE.

“In regards to the tourna-
ment which is upcoming (sec-
ond half of the IPL phase), we
can end it right. We can take the
game on and we’re in a situation
where we need things to go our
way,” McCullum was quoted as
saying by the KKR website.

“We need to hit the ground
running, challenge one another
privately, support one another
publicly and try and get the best
out of one another in the next 4-
5 weeks. Who knows where we
can go with this.

“There were sometimes
throughout the season when I
just felt we were being paralysed
a little bit by fear,” he added.

The virus had wreaked
havoc in India at that time,
claiming thousands of lives.

The 39-year-old former
New Zealand skipper, who start-
ed his IPL journey as a player
with KKR, is hopeful the team
will be able to get rid of the angst
that had been built in the first
phase of the league.

“I wasn't able to free the
guys up enough to understand

that and that's sort of a challenge
for me. But it is also a good chal-
lenge for the guys as well that
they need to push the envelope
of their own thinking as well.

“Hopefully we will be able to
strip away a bit of the angst
which  had built up in the first
part of the season, just go out
there and try and enjoy our-
selves.

“That's the ambition that I
have got for the franchise and
hence why I am unapologetic
and unrelenting in my belief that
we need to play a braver style of
play," he said. Talking about his
coaching style, McCullum said,
“When we left India (after IPL
was called off due to Covid), I
think everyone understood me
as a coach on how I want our
team to play.”
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Japan and South Korea may
have wobbled in  World Cup

qualification earlier this month
but their clubs are dominant  in
Asian competition. Between
them, the two two countries
have won 10 of the last 15 Asian
Champions League titles and
also provide seven teams in the
Round of 16 of the 2021 tour-
nament. 

The eastern zone of the
competition starts the knockout
stage Tuesday with a clash
between two of the title
favorites: defending champion
Ulsan Horang-i and Japanese
champion Kawasaki Frontale.

“I came to Ulsan because I
want to win titles,” Ulsan mid-
fielder Valeri Qazaishvili told
the Asian Football
Confederation’s website. 

“I’ve heard a lot about
Kawasaki and I know they’re a
very good team who play good
football,” Qazaishvili said. 

“It's a huge advantage for us
to have this match at home in
Korea with our fans behind us;
to play at home is always spe-
cial.”

Both teams are top of their
domestic leagues. When the
Asian Champions League group
stage finished in May, Kawasaki
was way out in front at the top
of the J League but one win
from the last five games has left
the club just one point clear and

out of the Levain Cup.
“We really wanted to win in

the cup game and progress to
the next stage so it is a painful
feeling,” coach Toru Oniki said. 

“We have no time to think
about that as we have to look
forward to a tough game in Asia
against the champion Ulsan
and that gives us a chance to put
the cup exit behind us.”

The other two meetings
between clubs from Japan and
South Korea feature Nagoya
Grampus hosting Daegu FC
and Pohang Steelers, three-time
Asian champion, traveling to
Cerezo Osaka. Korea’s Jeonbuk
will host BG Pathum United of
Thailand.

In the western zone, Tractor
of Iran asked the Asian Football
Confederation for its game with
Al-Nassr of Riyadh to be post-
poned. 

The team is struggling to
put together the required 18-
man roster as it has been hit by
injuries and an outbreak of
COVID-19.
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Indian women's cricket team
opener Smriti Mandhana says

her side has improved "massive-
ly" since the World T20 final
defeat to Australia last year and
will be "extra competitive" dur-
ing the upcoming series here
which also features its first day-
night Test outing.

India and Australia are
set to lock horns in a
multi-format series com-
prising three ODIs, the
day-night Test and three
T20s, starting on
September 21. The Test
will be played from
September 30 to
October 3 in
Canberra.

The last time
the two sides met
was at the
women's T20
World Cup final
at the MCG last
year where the
hosts had ham-
mered India by 85

runs to lift the trophy.
"The team has grown mas-

sively (since the T20 World
Cup)," Mandhana told 'The
Scoop podcast'.

The Indian squad finished
its 14-day hard hotel quarantine
on Monday. 

"COVID was a big break
after the T20 World Cup and a

lot of girls had a
chance to go back
and understand

more about their
games, where they
lack as an individual
and come back
stronger."

The stylish south-
paw said that after the

C O V I D - 1 9
enforced break,

the Indian team
is slowly get-
ting back into
the rhythm of

playing cricket. 
"The whole

team has worked
on their fitness
and skills...We are

still getting into a rhythm of play-
ing matches continuously but the
last five, six months we have been
playing cricket and now we are
getting back into the match

mindset. Hopefully the series
goes well for the whole team"
India have reached Australia
after a multi-format series against
England in June and July, while

a few players like white-ball
skipper Harmanpreet Kaur, teen
batting sensation Shafali Verma
and Mandhana also featured in
The Hundred tournament.
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South Africa is interested in
hosting FIFA's Club World

Cup in December after Japan
withdrew because of COVID-
19, South African Football
Association president Danny
Jordaan.

Jordaan told The Associated
Press he would meet with FIFA
secretary general Fatma
Samoura in Lagos, Nigeria this
week to get more details on what
kind of bid South Africa must
present to the world body to host
the seven-team men's tourna-
ment.  The Club World Cup will
feature European champion

Chelsea and the other five con-
tinental club competition win-
ners. The league champion from
the host country also gets a
place.

Japan withdrew last week
amid fears the tournament
would cause a rise in infections
in a country that has just staged
the Summer Olympics and
Paralympics.

FIFA has yet to comment on
the alternative host, with Saudi
Arabia also keen to step in. An
extended 24-team Club World
Cup was due to debut this year
in China but it was shelved
because the pandemic required
the rescheduling of national
team competitions in June and
FIFA was unable to raise the
necessary funding for the
planned quadrennial event. So
the seven-team format was
extended for another year. 

The South African Football
Association must get govern-
ment approval to hold the tour-
nament and meetings with the
sports minister were also
planned, Jordaan said.
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Forward Shamsher Singh on
Monday said winning the

Olympic bronze medal was
just ticking off one box in the
new beginning for the Indian
men's hockey team, which
aspires to be the world number
one side.

The men’s hockey team
produced an inspiring per-
formance at the Tokyo
Games, where it edged out
Germany 5-4 to claim a
bronze medal, the country's
first in the sport in 41
years.

“We still have a lot of
targets to achieve as a
team. We have ticked
off the target of
winning an
Olympic medal
but we have
been striving to
be the best side
in the world in
the last few years,”
Shamsher was quoted
as saying in a Hockey

india release.
“We are going to give

everything we have in every
match we play in the future,
especially in big tournaments
such as the FIH Hockey Pro
League. We are confident that
if we keep improving match by
match, then one day we will
surely be the world number 1
team,” he added.

Shamsher said the
Tokyo Olympics will
always hold a special
place “in my heart”.

“I am so lucky to be
part of an Olympic
bronze medal-winning

team at such an early
stage of my career. I
also know that this
is just the begin-
ning for us as a
team.

“We have
the belief that we can

do even better in the
future and we are going
to work towards our
goals in the upcoming
years.”
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Sri Lanka pace veteran Lasith
Malinga  on Tuesday
announced his retirement

from all forms of cricket after  ter-
rorising the world’s best batsmen
for over a decade and a half d with
his toe-crushing yorkers delivered
from a low and distinct sling-arm
action.

A white ball legend in his own
right and one of the greatest T20
bowlers, the 38-year-old was cap-
tain of Sri Lanka’s 2014 T20 World
Cup winning team. He posted a
message on his social media
account announcing his decision.

“Hanging up my T20 shoes and
retiring from all forms of cricket! 

Thankful to all those who sup-
ported me in my journey, and look-
ing forward to sharing my experi-
ence with young cricketers in the
years to come,” Malinga tweeted.

“I want to give 100 per cent rest
to my T20 bowling shoes. While my
shoes will rest, my love for the game
will never ask for rest,” a smiling
Malinga added in the video.

Malinga last played a T20I
match for Sri Lanka in March
2020 against West Indies in
Pallekele.

Malinga, who took a total of
546 wickets across all formats for
Sri Lanka, had already retired from
Test cricket in 2011 and after that
from ODIs as well but continued to

play T20Is for the national side.
He wasn’t named in Sri Lanka’s

squad for upcoming World Cup.
Last year, he had expressed his

desire to lead Sri Lanka in the 
T20 World Cup, which was

originally scheduled to be held in
Australia  in October-November
2020 but will be held next month
after a COVID-forced postpone-
ment.

“I am looking forward to help
youngsters and guide them in the
coming years,” he said as he
thanked his national team and all
the franchises that he has played for,
including IPL team Mumbai
Indians.

Malinga, who has played a
staggering 122 IPL matches, has 170
wickets to his credit, the highest in
the cash-rich league, with the best
bowling figures of 5/13.

He picked up 107 wickets in 84
T20 Internationals, 338 scalps in
226 ODIs and 101 wickets in 30
Tests.

He was the first bowler to bag
100 T20I wickets and finishes
fourth in the highest wicket-taker
category in the list behind Dwayne
Bravo, Imran Tahir and Sunil
Narine.

The Sri Lanka pacer had also
announced his retirement from
franchise cricket in January this
year after being released by
Mumbai Indians.

Malinga, one of the best T20

bowlers of all time, was a
key figure in the teams he
played for in the Indian
Premier League, the Big
Bash League, the
Caribbean Premier
League and other fran-
chise tournaments.

During his 12-year
stint at Mumbai Indians,
he was part of MI's four of
the five IPL title triumphs
but had opted out of the 2020
tournament due to personal reasons
at a time when his father was not
keeping well.

“The experience that I have
gained through the past 17 years will
no longer be needed in the field since
I have decided to retire from T20I
cricket marking my retirement from
all formats of cricket,” said Malinga
in a video on his YouTube channel.

He added, “But I will be con-
tinuously supporting the younger
generations who strive to uplift the
spirit of the game and I will always
be there with all who love the
game.”

A fearsome pacer known for
his menacing yorkers, the leading
wicket-taker in T20I also has two
T20I hat-tricks to his name.

Malinga also picked up three
hat-tricks in ODI cricket, with his
performance against South Africa
in the 2007 World Cup in West
Indies etched in history.

“Today is a very special day for

me,” he said.
“I want to thank

each and everyone
who supported me
throughout my T20
journey. I want to
thank the Sri Lankan
cricket board and 

team members.
And Mumbai Indians
cricket team, especial-
ly the team owners
and officials.

“I would also like
to thank the team
members and staff at
Melbourne Stars,
Kent, Rangpur Riders,
Kayana Warriors,
Maratha Arabians and
Montero Tigers. When
I played with you all, I
got many experiences
through my cricketing
journey.”
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Yuriy Sedykh, a two-time Olympic
champion in the hammer throw

whose world record from 1986 still
stands, has died. He was 66.

The Russian track and field federa-
tion said Sedykh died early Tuesday fol-
lowing a heart attack. “Deeply mourn the
loss of Yuriy Sedykh,” World Athletics

senior vice president and pole vault great
Sergei Bubka wrote on Twitter. “For me,
Yuriy was a friend, a wise mentor.” 
Sedykh won gold at the 1976 and 1980
Olympics, but missed the 1984 Los
Angeles Games because of a Soviet boy-
cott. He returned to win a silver medal
at the 1988 Seoul Olympics and won a
world title in 1991.

Sedykh threw a world record 86.74

meters at the European Championships
in Stuttgart, Germany, a mark which still
stands. At this year’s Tokyo Olympics, all
12 finalists in the men’s hammer were
born after Sedykh set the record.

Sedykh made his huge throw at a
time when track and field was starting to
realize the scale of performance-enhanc-
ing drug use.

Former Moscow anti-doping labora-
tory director Grigory Rodchenkov wrote
in a book last year that Sedykh was “a
huge steroid abuser” who benefited from
a Soviet cover-up. Rodchenkov said one
of Sedykh’s samples contained such large
traces of the steroid stanozolol that it con-
taminated laboratory equipment.

Sedykh denied doping. In a 2015
interview with Russian newspaper Sport
Express, Sedykh said athletes' big throws
in the 1980s were because of better
coaching and the Soviet Union's inten-
sive talent scouting program.

After retiring, Sedykh worked in
France as a physical education teacher.
He was married to another Soviet world
record holder, shot putter Natalya
Lisovskaya. Their daughter Alexia won
hammer gold for France at the 2010
Youth Olympics.
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India skipper Mithali Raj
was on Tuesday  joined at

the top by South Africa open-
er Lizelle Lee, whose unbeat-
en 91 in the opening match
against the West Indies helped
her take joint-first position in
the latest ICC women's ODI
rankings.

While Mithali, who
retains her number one spot,
is now tied in  first place with
Lee at 762 rating points, with
Australia's Alyssa Healy in
third place, India opener
Smiriti Mandhana also held
on to her ninth spot.

Lee, who first seized the
top position in June 2018 and
again reached the summit in

March this year, scored 18
runs in the second match,
which also counted towards
this week's rankings update.

Veteran Indian pacer
Jhulan Goswami and senior
spinner Poonam Yadav
remained static on fifth and
ninth respectively among
bowlers, while Deepti Sharma
maintained her fifth spot in
the all-rounders' list.

Indian teen star Shafali
Verma held on to her top rank
in the T20 rankings with 759
points, ahead of Australian
Beth Mooney (744) and 

India T20 vice-captain
Mandhana (716).

There was no movement
for Sharma (sixth) and Yadav
(eighth) in the T20 bowling
rankings with the former also
retaining her fourth spot in the
all rounders' list.

In T20 rankings for
bowlers, England's Sarah
Glenn has moved up a slot to
second position while New
Zealand off-spinner Leigh
Kasperek (up seven places to
15th) and all-rounder Jess
Kerr (up eight places to 58th)
have also moved up the table.
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The BCCI is planning to have
an e-bidding for the two

new IPL teams on October 17
and the bids to buy the sides
can be made till October 5.
“The Board is planning to have
the bidding on 17th October
and it will be an e-bidding,”
sources in the know of things
told PTI on Tuesday. The BCCI
had on August 31 invited bids
to own an IPL franchise with
“Invitation to Tender” available
for purchase till October 5.

“The Governing Council of
the IPL invites bids to acquire
the right to own and operate 1

(one) of the 2 (two) new teams
proposed to be introduced to
take part in the Indian Premier
League from the IPL 2022 sea-
son, through a tender process,”
the BCCI had said in a state-
ment.

“Any interested party wish-
ing to submit a bid is required
to purchase the ITT. 

“However, only those sat-
isfying the eligibility criteria set
out in the ITT and subject to
the other terms and conditions
set out therein, shall be eligible
to bid. It is clarified that mere-
ly purchasing this ITT does not
entitle any person to bid," the
cricket body had said.
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Former Indian cricketer
Madan Lal on Tuesday

came out in support of split
captaincy theory in India, say-
ing it will “ease the pressure on
Virat Kohli”. “I guess this could
be a nice option. We are in a
very good position right now.
We are lucky that we have
Rohit Sharma in the team and
whenever Virat Kohli feels that
he wants to concentrate on one
or two formats then Rohit can

step in, and he has a lot of expe-
rience,” Madan told IANS.“So,
in a way, I feel it will benefit
India. I read that Virat is like-
ly to step down from captain-
cy (of ODI and T20) as he
wants to concentrate on his bat-
ting, which is a good idea I
guess. India as a team is doing
a great job, we have seen that
in England (Test series) recent-
ly. So, let's see what happens.”

There are reports that
Team India limited-over side
could see a change of leader-

ship after the T20 World Cup
next month with Kohli set to
take a big call soon. If Kohli
decides to give up on the cap-
taincy, then opener Rohit will
take over the reins in ODI and
T20 cricket.

It was also reported that
Virat is planning to take this
decision since he wants to con-
centrate on his batting form
which has dipped considerably
over the last year. And meet-
ings were also held within the
BCCI in this regard.
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The eldest daughter of
Brazilian football legend Pele

has said that her father is expect-
ed to move out of intensive care
this week as he recovers from
surgery to remove a tumour from
his colon. The 80-year-old under-
went the procedure at Sao Paulo's
Albert Einstein hospital on
September 4 after the tumour
was found during routine tests.
"He is doing well post-surgery, he
is not in pain and is in a good
mood (annoyed that he can only

eat jello but will persevere!). He
will move into a regular room in
the next day or two and then go
home,” Kely said in a post on
Tuesday morning (IST). Kely said
the three-time World Cup win-
ner has been buoyed by the sup-
port of fans from around the
world and praised the work of
doctors. “He is strong and stub-
born and with the support and
care of the brilliant team at
Einstein and all of the love,
energy and light that the world
is sending, he will get through
this,” she added.
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