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Aday after imitating a major
reform in the telecom sec-

tor, the Government on
Thursday came out with a
�36,000 package for acquiring
stressed loan assets, paving the
way for operationalisation of
the bad bank. This will help ail-
ing banks such as Yes bank.

While shares of Yes bank
spiked by 16 per cent in stock
market, Vodafone idea surged
by 26 per cent on the back of
the Wednesday announcement
of relief measures for the tele-
com sectors. 

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said that �30,600
crore Government guarantee
for the National Asset
Reconstruction Company
Limited (NARCL) would be for
a period of 5 years. The
NARCL would have to pay a
fee for this.

The NARCL will purchase
bad loans from banks under a
15:85 structure, where it will
pay up to 15 per cent of the net
asset value in cash and issue
Security Receipts (SRs) for the
rest. The Government guaran-
tee would be invoked if there is
loss against the threshold value.

The NARCL has been
incorporated under the
Companies Act and has applied
to Reserve Bank of India for
license as an Asset
Reconstruction Company.
PSBs will maintain 51 per cent
ownership in the NARCL.

The decision to provide
sovereign guarantee for secu-

rity receipts (SRs) issued by the
NARCL was taken at a meeting
of the Union Cabinet headed
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday.

The FM in Budget 2021-22
announced setting up of a bad
bank as part of resolution of
bad loans worth �2 lakh crore.

The NARCL will pay up to
15 per cent of the agreed value
for the loans in cash and the
remaining 85 per cent would be
Government-guaranteed secu-
rity receipts. The Government
guarantee would be invoked if
there is loss against the thresh-
old value.

“For the SRs to hold on and
to have their value intact, there
is a need for the Government
to give the backstop arrange-
ment and that’s why �30,600
crore has been cleared by the
Cabinet yesterday,” she said.

“The SRs are getting the
backstop through the
Government funding only in
as much as to pay the gap
between the realised value
(resolution/liquidation) and
face value of SRs and this will

hold good for five years,”
Sitharaman said.

The fee for the guarantee
would be initially 0.25 per
cent, which would progres-
sively increase to 0.5 per cent
in case of delay in resolution of
bad loans, Financial Services
Secretary Debasish Panda said.
This would enable speedy dis-
posal of stressed assets and
clean up banks’ balancesheets
for further lending, he
explained.
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The Madras High Court on
Thursday stayed the oper-

ation of certain sub-clauses of
the recently introduced
Information Technology
(Intermediary Guidelines and
Digital Media Ethics Code)
Rules, 2021, holding there was
prima facie substance in the
petitioners’ contention that a
control mechanism would rob
the media of its independence
and democratic principles.
Incidentally, the Bombay High
Court had last month pro-
nounced similar order on a
related case. 

The sub-clauses — (1) and
(3) of Rule 9, which were
stayed on Thursday, stipulated
the adherence to the Code of
Ethics. They were inserted to
the original IT Rules in
February this year. 

The first bench of Chief
Justice Sanjib Banerjee and
Justice PD Audikesavalu grant-
ed the stay while passing inter-
im orders on a batch of PILs
from carnatic musician TM
Krishna and Digital News
Publishers Association, con-
sisting of 13 media outlets and
another individual, challenging
the constitutional validity of the
new rules. 

Prima facie, there is sub-
stance in the contention of the
petitioners that the mecha-
nism to control the media by
Government may rob the

media, both print and elec-
tronic, of their independence
and the democratic principles,
the bench said. The court
adjourned the matter to the last
week of October, when it was
informed that similar cases
pending before the Supreme
Court are scheduled to come
up for hearing in the first week
of next month. 

The Bombay High Court,
while granting the interim stay
in August, had held that “dis-
sent” was vital for democracy.
Sub-clauses 1 and 3 of clause 9
of the new Rules were, on the
face of it, “manifestly unrea-
sonable”, and “the indetermi-
nate and wide terms of the
Rules bring about a chilling
effect qua (regarding) the right
of freedom of speech and
expression of writers/edi-
tors/publishers” as they can be
hauled up for anything if the
authorities so wish, it had then
said.
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The Uttarakhand High
Court has lifted the stay it

had ordered earlier on the
Char Dham Yatra in the State.
It has allowed the Government
to facilitate the pilgrimage
while also putting a cap on the
number of pilgrims allowed to
visit the shrines on a daily basis
in view of the Covid-19 situa-
tion.

Hearing on the petition
while considering the affidavit
submitted by the State
Government, the division
bench of Chief Justice RS
Chauhan and Justice Alok
Kumar Verma directed the
State Government to consider
specific aspects before facili-
tating the Char Dham Yatra.

The court has permitted
800 pilgrims to visit Kedarnath
per day, 1,000 in Badrinath, 600
in Gangotri and 400 in
Yamunotri per day. The pil-
grims should either have an
RT-PCR negative report or a
double vaccination 
certificate. 
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The Centre and the Supreme
Court literally

went for a showdown
on Thursday on the
issue of appointment
to various tribunals
and premature retire-
ment of NCLAT
chairman Justice Ashok Iqbal
Singh Cheema.

The Centre climbed down
after Chief Justice of India NV
Ramana warned  Attorney
General KK Venugopal that the
court  would quash the new Act
regarding appointments to var-
ious tribunals. Facing the
Supreme Court’s ire, the Centre
said Justice Cheema would

continue as NCLAT chairman
till September 20.  

The hearing  reached a
point when the bench headed
by the Chief Justice warned the
Centre that it would exercise its
suo motu power to stay the
Tribunals Reforms Act, 2021,

which was referred
to by Attorney
General K K
Venugopal as
empowering statute
to retire the NCLAT
head. 

Justice Cheema, the former
Chairperson of National
Company Law Appellate
Tribunal (NCLAT), was to
superannuate on 
September 20, but Justice M
Venugopal was appointed as
the acting head of the tribunal
with effect from September
11, creating a peculiar 
situation. 
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Atotal of 24 “brand new”
Ministers under Gujarat

Chief Minister Bhupendra
Patel took oath at Raj Bhavan
in Gandhinagar on Thursday.
None of the Ministers from
Vijay Rupani Cabinet got a
berth in the Ministry. 

This is for the first time
that such an experiment has
taken place in the Indian pol-
itics in the Government for-
m a t i o n .
The induction of all-new
Ministers under the new Chief
Minister shows a new approach
by the BJP top leadership to
tackle the anti-incumbency
burden in the home State of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, who had surprised many
by suddenly hand-picking a
new Gujarat Chief Minister a
year before State Assembly
polls, congratulated all those
who have taken oath as

Ministers in the Gujarat
Government. “Congratulations
to all party colleagues who have
taken oath as Ministers in the
Gujarat Government,”  Modi
said in a tweet.

 ���� 012�$1�3�

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday inaugu-

rated the new Defence Ministry
buildings, which is a part of the
Central Vista project, and
slammed its critics saying ease
of living and doing business is
the main objective to undertake
this initiative. 

Making this assertion after
inaugurating the two new
multi-storey swanky office
complexes at Kasturba Gandhi
Marg and Africa Avenue, he
also said those opposing the
project never bothered to find
out about the working condi-
tion of the armed forces per-
sonnel and others in the old
buildings and hutments.

“Today, in the 75th year of
Independence, we are taking
another step towards develop-
ing the national Capital accord-
ing to the needs and aspirations
of the new India,” he said.

The two buildings will
house more than 7,000 employ-

ees of the Defence Ministry and
the armed forces.  Modi said
these new 
office complexes are going to
“further strengthen our efforts
to make the working of our
forces more convenient and
effective.”
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Gifted to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, memora-

bilia like sports gear and equip-
ment of the medal winning
Olympians and Paralympians,
replica of the Ayodhya Ram
Mandir, Chardham, Rudraksh
Convention Centre, models,
sculptures, paintings, angavas-
tra, etc,  will soon be e-auc-
tioned by the Union Culture
Ministry.

In an official statement on
Thursday, the Ministry said
interested parties can partici-
pate in the e -auction through
the website: pmmementos.gov.in
between September 17 and
October 7, 2021. Any individ-
ual can also take part in the e-
auction, said the  Ministry.

It said proceeds from the e-
auction shall go to the Namami
Gange Mission aimed at con-
serving and rejuvenating the

Ganga.
This is not the first time

Modi has offered his gifts for
auction. In January 2019, 1,900
such gifts were also put up for
auction. A statue of Gautam
Buddha, which had a base
price of Rs 4,000 fetched Rs 7
lakh back in January.

Similarly in September
2019, from idols of Lord
Hanuman and Lord Ganesha

to as much as 576 shawls were
auctioned. A whopping 964
angavastram, 88 pagris that
he was presented at various
official events were put up for
sale. National Gallery of
Modern Art in New Delhi had
been displaying these items.
But now because of Covid-19,
the items are being auctioned
online, said a senior official
from the Ministry.
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Virat Kohli on Thursday
announced he will step

down as India’s T20 skipper
after the T20 World Cup in
UAE but will continue to lead
the side in ODIs and Test
cricket, a decision that paves
the way for Rohit Sharma to
captain in the shortest for-
mat.

“I’ve decided to step
down as the T20 captain after
this T20 World Cup in Dubai
in October,” the 32-year-old
Kohli, who is here to compete
in the IPL that resumes on
Sunday, said in a statement
posted on his Twitter page.

“Understanding work-
load is a very important thing
and considering my immense

workload over the last 8-9
years playing all three formats
and captaining regularly for
last five to six years, I feel I
need to give myself space to
be fully ready to lead Indian
team in Test and ODI crick-
et,” Kohli explained.
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The Union Minister for Road
Transport and Highways,

Nitin Gadkari on Thursday
said that 15 projects for con-
struction of roads and bridges
have been approved for Delhi
NCR at a cost of Rs 53,000
crore.

“Out of these 14 projects
are in progress.  With the com-
pletion of these projects, pol-
lution will reduce in Delhi
NCR and people will not have
to waste their time in long traf-
fic jams,” Gadkari said after
inspecting the construction
work of Delhi-Mumbai
Expressway along with
Haryana Chief
MinisterManohar Lal Khattar.

Gadkari addressed a pro-
gramme organized at Lohtki
village of Sohna sub-division of
Gurugram district. He was
also accompanied by Union
Minister of State for Statistics
Programme Implementation,
Rao Inderjit Singh and Sohna
MLA Sanjay Singh.

The Union Minister said
that Delhi-Mumbai Express
Highway of about 1380 km
length is the longest expressway
in India which will be ready by
March-2023.  About Rs 95,000
crore will be spent on this.  The
part of this expressway from

Delhi to Dausa in Rajasthan
and from Vadodara to
Ankleshwar will be built by
March-2022.

This expressway is being
developed as an 8-lane access
control green field express-
way, which can be expanded to
12 lanes by adding 4 more lanes
in future.  A median of 21
meters width is being built on
this expressway, which can be
reduced in future to widen the
expressway, he said

Gadkari said that about
160 km length of this express-
way falls in the state of Haryana
on which Rs 10,400 crore is
being spent. Out of this, work
has also been allotted for the
construction of an expressway
of 130 km length. This express-
way will pass through
Gurugram, Palwal and Nuh
districts of Haryana.  Way-side
facilities will be built at 6 places
in the part falling in Haryana,
he said.

This also includes various
facilities for passengers like
resorts, restaurants, dormito-
ries, hospitals, food courts,
fuel stations etc., besides park-
ing garages for trucks etc.  Not
only this, there will also be
commercial space for a logistic
park, he added.

The Union Minister said
that helicopter ambulance ser-

vice would also be available on
this expressway to take the acci-
dent victims to the nearest
hospital at the earliest.

Accepting the demands
put forth by the Chief Minister,
Gadkari informed that three
projects including villages
Bilaspur, Manesar and
Kapriwas have been approved
on the Delhi-Jaipur highway at
a cost of about Rs 250 crore. On
this occasion, the Chief
Minister had demanded to
build underpasses or flyovers at
these places so that people get
facilities there and the number
of accidents are 
reduced.

The Union Minister fur-
ther said that the work of mak-
ing interchange on Palwal-
Aligarh National Highway and
Eastern Peripheral Express
Highway (KGP) has also been
approved.  

Gadkari also approved the
demand of the Chief Minister
to connect Faridabad city with
Jewar airport.  He also
informed that a 6 lane 5-kilo-
meter long elevated road is
being constructed on
Gurugram-Sohna road at a
cost of about Rs 1700 crore
which will be completed by
March 2022. The U-turn
underpass being built near
Ambience Mall on Delhi-Jaipur

highway will also be complet-
ed by October 2021.

Gadkari further informed
that for the construction of

Delhi-Mumbai Expressway,
one and a half times compen-

sation has been given to the
farmers so that the farmer

does not suffer.  "I am also a
farmer and I understand the
problems of the farmer," said
Gadkari while calling upon
the farmers not to sell their
land adjacent to the highway,
but if they develop that land,
they will get more profit.

Responding to a question,
Gadkari said that 8 percent
waste plastic is being used in
road construction.  The
Ministry has also issued a noti-
fication regarding this. In addi-
tion, the quality of tire rubber
waste is being enhanced by
mixing it with bitumen, he 
said.

Earlier, the Chief Minister
said that many such highways
are now being built in Haryana.
By making them our financial
condition will improve.
Industries will be set up, more
services will be provided, peo-
ple will get an opportunity to
live a comfortable life and of
course we will move forward,
as a nation, he said.

Gurugram, Nuh and
Palwal districts of Haryana
would be benefited after the
construction of Delhi-Mumbai
Expressway.  Investors will
come here, industries will come
up and people will get employ-
ment. A good road signifies the
economic progress of that area,
he added.
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Haryana Health Minister
Anil Vij on Thursday

said that the work of COVID-

19 vaccination is going on at
a fast pace in the state and
more than two crore eligible
beneficiaries have been given
vaccination against COVID-

19 till date.
“Haryana has achieved

the target of two crores for
Covid vaccination today with
1,47,92,987 people adminis-

tered the first dose and
52,67,220 given both the

doses of vaccine. Eligible per-
sons for vaccination above 18
years of age in Haryana are
1,90,69,418,’’  the Health
Minister said.

Several residents from
other states have also been
administered COVID-19 vac-
cine in Haryana.

Sharing more detai ls
about the vaccine campaign
in the state, Vij said that out
of 1,90,69,418 total eligible
beneficiaries, 1,05,67,138 ben-
eficiaries falling in the age
group of 18 to 44 years have
been vaccinated. Out of this
category, 87,20,304 benefi-
ciaries were given the first
dose which is 77 percent.
Similarly, 18,46,834 benefi-
ciaries have been given the
second dose, which is 16 per-
cent, he added.

The Minister a lso
informed that a total of
47,61,715 beneficiaries in the
age group of  45 to 60 
years have been vaccinated
and out of which 32,06,714
beneficiaries were given the
first dose which is 70 percent.
Similarly, 15,55,001 benefi-
ciaries have been given a sec-
ond dose which is 34 percent,
he said.

A total of 37,54,943 ben-
eficiaries above the age of 60
years have been vaccinated
and out of  
which 23,62,091 
beneficiaries were given the
f irst  dose,  which is  77 
p e r c e n t .
And, 13,92,852 beneficiaries
have been given the second
dose, which is 45 percent, he
added.

Vij further said that so far,
4,88,150 frontline workers
and 4,88,261 healthcare work-
ers have been 
vaccinated in Haryana.
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Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar on

Thursday visited the residence
of martyr Tarun Bhardwaj at
village Bhondsi in Gurugram
district to meet his family
members and express his con-
dolences. 21-year-old Tarun
was martyred in an avalanche
in Siachen last week.

Giving courage to the
bereaved family, the Chief
Minister said that Tarun has
made a supreme sacrifice for the
country and everyone is proud
of his martyrdom.  Paying obei-
sance to Nand Kishore, the
father of martyr Tarun, the
Chief Minister said that the State
Government has made a poli-
cy for the martyrs, according to
which their family will be given
financial assistance and one

member of the family will also
get a job as per the qualification.

Khattar also announced to
name the community centre of
the village after the martyr
Tarun.  The Chief Minister fur-
ther said that the possibilities of
upgrading the village Bhondsi
PHC to CHC or to a small hos-
pital would be explored. He also
announced to name a road
after the martyr Tarun. Khattar
said that the present State
Government has given jobs to
279 persons by identifying the
families of the martyrs. These
include the families of the mar-
tyrs of the Indo-Pak war of
1971. According to the policy
made by the Haryana
Government for the martyrs,
financial assistance of Rs 50
lakh is given to the family of the
martyr and a job is given to a
family member.
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Chandigarh: A delegation of
Afghan Students Unity Group
led by its founder Abdul Monir
Kakar on Thursday met
Mandeep Singh Brar, Deputy
Commissioner, Chandigarh
and submitted a memoran-
dum seeking assistance in com-
pletion of education and living
expenses. Around 80 students
are studying in various colleges
of the city including Panjab
University, Chandigarh. In the
meeting, Kakar brought vari-
ous problems being faced by
Afghan students into the notice
of the Deputy Commissioner.
HS Sabharwal, president of
Guru Granth Sahib Sewa
Society who was also present
on the occasion, assured the
Deputy Commissioner that
they are with the Afghan stu-
dents in this hour of need and
are ready to provide any help to
them. PNS
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The Dehradun district
magistrate R Rajesh

Kumar has directed offi-
cials concerned to conduct
regular raids to restrict
child labour activities and
beggary across the district.
He has asked the officials
to prepare a complete
database of children who
are found as labourers
and beggars in the district.

Kumar instructed this
in the meeting of the dis-
trict task force headed by

him on Thursday. 
He said that parents of

the children found as
labourers or beggars dur-
ing the raids must be
identified too. Besides this,
the DM said that special
arrangements should be
made for the protection
and education of such
children. 

He also asked the offi-
cials to work on strength-
ening their information
system. 

He said that the local
intelligence unit should

also be involved in this
programme in order to get
the information of chil-
dren being brought from
other states in advance for
criminal purposes. Such
steps can help authorities
to reach the people
involved in such heinous
crimes against children,
stated Kumar. 

He ordered the com-
mittee members and the
labour department to exe-
cute the plans while ensur-
ing proper implementa-
tion to catch the offenders.
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The locals and stakeholders
in Badrinath have ended

their opposition following the
high court order withdrawing
the stay on the conduct of the
Char Dham Yatra. Mauni Baba
ended his protest unto death on
the sixteenth day in Badrinath
even as Teerth Purohits, busi-
nessmen, members of the reli-
gious fraternity and those gen-
erating income from the pil-
grimage activities welcomed

the decision of the court.
Opposition to the stalled

pilgrimage was most visible in
Badrinath where various stake-
holders were on protest under
the banner of the Badrish
Sangharsh Samiti apart from
the ascetic Mauni Baba being
on a protest unto death
demanding start of the pil-
grimage. The ascetic broke his
fast unto death with fruit juice
offered by sub divisional mag-
istrate Kusum Joshi following
the high court orders. 

The locals took out a rally

to the beat of drums to express
their gratitude for the devel-
opment. The sub divisional
magistrate said that as per the
SOPs of the HC, Mauni Baba
was tested for Covid and his
vaccination certificate was
checked before allowing him to
pay obeisance to god
Badrinath. Only he was allowed
to visit the temple on Thursday
as he had entered the  16th day
of his fast unto death which was
to be ended only after he could
pay his obeisance to god
Badrinath in the shrine.
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The Uttarakhand High Court
chief justice Raghvendra

Singh Chauhan inaugurated
the first e-Sewa Kendra at the
high court premises in Nainital
on Thursday. The registrar gen-
eral Dhananjay Chaturvedi
informed that this centre will
help people in multiple ways.
He said that people can now
easily know about the facilities
available digitally under the e-
Court programme. Litigants
and defendants will also be
aware of the updated status of
the cases, leaves of judges and
dates of hearings. Besides this,
other crucial information will

be available in the e-Sewa
Kendra too, stated Chaturvedi.
He said that people can also get
information about seeking free
legal services from District
Legal Services Authority
(DLSA), State Legal Services
Authority (SLSA) and Supreme
Court Legal Services
Committee through the centre.

He revealed that this e-Seva
Kendra is the first service cen-
tre in the state and the next cen-
tre will be opened in Almora
soon. 

Considering the impor-
tance of such centres in the pre-
sent times, more will be estab-
lished in all the district courts
in future, stated Chaturvedi.
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The devo-
t e e s

waiting for
Darshan of
the deities in
the Char
D h a m
shrines in
Uttarakhand
now have a
reason to
rejoice with
t h e
Uttarakhand
High Court vacating the stay
on the pilgrimage with certain
conditions on Thursday.

The Char Dham pilgrim-
age was stalled due to the
restrictions put in place in
view of the Covid-19 pandem-
ic by the high court earlier but
now after wait of more than
thirteen months it has permit-
ted the Yatra with some restric-
tions.

The temple priests of all the
four shrines have welcomed the
development. The council rep-
resenting the government said
that the Covid situation is now
under control hence the stay
should be vacated. The gov-
ernment will introduce new
Standard Operating Procedures

(SOPs) for this purpose soon.
It is pertinent to mention here
that the high court had stayed
the Yatra on June 26 due to the
Covid surge. 

The government had filed
a special leave petition in the
Supreme Court against the HC
order but withdrew it later. 

The business community
and all those including mem-
bers of the religious fraternity,
dependent on income from
pilgrimage have suffered con-
siderable economic losses due
to stay on the pilgrimage. 

The Gangotri Mandir
Samiti secretary  Deepak
Semwal and Yamunotri Mandir
Samiti secretary  Kriteshwar
Uniyal have welcomed the

move. They said the pilgrims
will be able to undertake the
pilgrimage following Covid
protocol.

It is also worth mentioning
here that the stalling of the
Char Dham pilgrimage was
also being exploited by politi-
cal parties and some protesters
especially in view of the
Assembly elections to be held
next year in the State. 

Political observers opine
that while the decision of the
high court has come as a relief
for the economic 
stakeholders and devotees, it
has come as a mixed develop-
ment for politicians wanting to
score more points from the
issue.
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Despite the announcements
of various schemes to reha-

bilitate the slum dwellers, suc-
cessive state governments in
Uttarakhand have failed to ful-
fil these due to vote bank poli-
tics. Rather than rehabilitating
them, the parties continue to vic-
timise them and exploit their sit-
uation to garner the maximum
votes during elections. The gov-
ernment has even recently
extended the ordinance to pro-
vide temporary relief to slum
dwellers for three years rather
than doing the needful at
ground level to rehabilitate them.
This trend is also adversely
affecting the environment
besides affecting the lives of slum
dwellers. Rampyari, a 40-year
old slum dweller near Rispana
river in Adhoiwala said that the
water enters her home every
year during the monsoon and
there is no toilet nearby but the
families living there have no
other place to live. “We were told
a few years ago by some politi-
cal leaders that we will be given
houses if their party wins. We
voted for them but nobody has
even taken a peek here since
then,” she said. On the question
of whether they are aware of the
schemes like Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana (PMAY) under
which the government can facil-
itate homes for them, most of the
slum dwellers denied having any
knowledge about it.  Others said
that they have heard about it but
do not know anything about the

procedure. Social activist and
founder of Social Development
for Communities (SDC) foun-
dation, Anoop Nautiyal said
that the lack of serious attitude
of the authorities towards the
slum dwellers has made it a big
urban issue across the state. He
said that there are lakhs of peo-
ple living in slums in Dehradun
alone and the political parties see
them as major vote banks.
“Currently, the government does
not have any plan to rehabilitate
the slum dwellers. The political
parties need a long term plan by
rising over their short term
political aims. The slums here
are quite vulnerable to climatic
conditions which can lead to a
catastrophe too and planned
work must be done to avoid it,”
said Nautiyal. Dehradun based
activist Lokesh Ohri also stated
that authorities assure slum
dwellers of proper rehabilitation
but their conditions remain the
same. “Most of them living near
the rivers do not have proper
drainage and sewerage treat-
ment system due to which their
untreated sewage goes into the
rivers that contaminate the
Ganga river,” stated Ohri. He
said that the government is
spending a fortune on projects
like Namami Gange but nothing
is actually being done at the
ground level to make it a success. 

He said that rather than vic-
timising slum dwellers, author-
ities should focus on proper
rehabilitation of slum dwellers
which can solve many inter-
connected issues in the State.
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At a time when all
mainstream politi-

cal parties are especial-
ly targeting young vot-
ers ahead of the
Assembly elections to
be held next year in
Uttarakhand, various
activities of the political
parties continue to
cause major public
inconvenience contra-
dicting the dialogues
uttered by top leaders of all
these parties from Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to
Aam Aadmi Party national
convener and Delhi chief min-
ister Arvind Kejriwal. On
Thursday, Bharatiya Janata
Party workers welcoming three
of their leaders from Delhi
caused traffic jams and con-
siderable public inconvenience
on major roads of 
Dehradun exacerbating the
problems already being faced
by the public due to factors
including governmental ineffi-
ciency. Such shows of ‘strength’
are not limited to the BJP as the
others including Congress,
AAP and smaller political out-
fits also apparently make it a
point to cause major public 
disruption to exhibit their
‘strength’. The Pioneer inter-
acted with some young voters
to know their opinions on this
issue.

A college student, Filza
Khan said that “We would like
to vote for somebody who

would prove to be productive
for us. On the other hand, the
traffic jams due to political
processions are a 
major inconvenience for us.”
She believes that such activi-
ties are useless and do not
exert any positive impact.
“Actions speak louder than
words and only real produc-
tive actions can earn my vote,”
she added.

Graduate student Pooja
Negi said, “These traffic jams
cause the youth and the gen-
eral public to suffer.” She
opined that the political par-
ties easily carry out their
entire rallies but the general
public suffers in their daily
activit ies  and 
important works. She added,
“The youth should take into
account a l l  these 
instances and ascertain the
motives of all parties while
casting their votes. If we are
suffering because of the petty
shows of these parties, how
will they really help us?”

Another young voter
Anusha said, “When such
processions are underway, it
feels like we are prioritising
the political parties over the
good of the people.” She
believes that when people in
power cause such inconve-
nience it doesn’t do much to
sway the votes in their favor.  

However, not everyone
shares the same opinion.  A
politically inclined business
student,  Harshvardhan
Sindhwal said, “Any political
party needs rallies to show its
presence.” He admits that
while everyone, school or
college students and working
p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,
suffers from such jams, if
p o l i t i c a l
activities are not carried out
then it would be tough for the
parties to make their presence
felt. He added, “Such proces-
sions can display the strength
in numbers of the parties
and make the public pay 
attention.”
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The state health depart-
ment reported 20 new

cases of the novel Coronavirus
(Covid-19) and 28 recoveries
from the disease on Thursday.
No death from the disease was
reported on the day in the
State. 

The cumulative count of
Covid-19 patients in the state
is now at 3,43,330 while a total
of 3,29,582 patients have
recovered from the disease so
far. In the state, 7389 people
have lost their lives to Covid
-19 till date. The recovery per-
centage from the disease is at
96 while the sample positivi-
ty rate on Thursday was 0.10
per cent.

The state health depart-
ment reported seven new
patients of Covid -19 from
Dehradun, three from
Nainital,  two each from
Chamoli and Pauri and one
each from Almora,
Bageshwar,  Pithoragarh,
Rudraprayag, Udham Singh
Nagar and Uttarkashi and
Tehri districts on the day. 

The state now has 284
active cases of Covid-19.
Dehradun with 142 cases is at
the top of the table of active
cases while Pauri has 29 active
cases. Tehri and Udham Singh
Nagar have no active cases of
the disease.

In the ongoing vaccina-
tion drive 60,548 people were
vaccinated in 935 sessions in
the state held on Thursday. 
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Coming full steam into the
election mode, the

Uttarakhand Congress has
decided to enrol 10 lakh new
members in the party. The
Pradesh Congress Committee
(PCC) president Ganesh Godiyal
started the membership drive
from the Rajiv Bhawan here on
Thursday. Talking to the media
persons the PCC president
Godiyal said that the party
would review the progress of the
campaign in the last week of
October. Taking a dig at the BJP,
the PCC president said that the
Congress would not make mem-
bers by a miss call but would get
the registration form filled after
collecting the fee of Rs five. He
claimed that a large number of
people from all sections of the

society are eager to join the
Congress party. Expressing his
pleasure at the decision of the
Uttarakhand High Court (HC)
to start the Char Dham Yatra,
Godiyal said that the struggle of
the Congress party to start the
Yatra has been fulfilled.  On
being asked to comment on the
deliberations of the BJP and
arrival of the In-charge and co-
in-charges of the party, Godiyal
said that the BJP government has
done nothing in the last four and
half years. He said that BJP
would not have to undertake
deliberations ahead of elections
if it had addressed the issue of
unemployment and rising prices
properly during its rule. Godiyal
claimed that the people of the
state have made up their mind
to oust the BJP out of power in
Uttarakhand. Godiyal said that
the recent war of words between
the cabinet minister Harak Singh
Rawat and former chief minis-
ter Trivendra Singh Rawat has
exposed the BJP. 
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Former India cricket captain
MS Dhoni, industrialist

Anand Mahindra and Olympic
medal winner and Member of
Parliament Colonel
(retired)Rajyavardhan Singh
Rathore are part of a commit-
tee to suggest way to improve
the functioning of the National
Cadet Corps(NCC), which has
more than 12 lakh cadets.

The Defence Ministry has
constituted a High Level
Expert Committee, under the
chairmanship of former
Member of Parliament
Baijayant Panda, for a com-
prehensive review of the NCC
to make it more relevant in
changed times, officials said
here on Thursday. 

The Committee also
includes Rajya Sabha member
Vinay Sahasrabuddhe,
Principal Economic Advisor in
the Finance Ministry Sanjeev
Sanyal and Jamia Millia Islamia
Vice Chancellor Najma Akhtar,
former SNDT Women’s
University vice-chancellor
Vasudha Kamat, Maj Gen
(retd) Alok Raj, National
Organising Secretary, Bhartiya
Shikshan Mandal, Mukul
Kanitkar, Managing Director,
SIS India Ltd, Rituraj Sinha
and CEO of Databook Anand
Shah.

Incidentally, Dhoni is an
honorary Colonel in the
Territorial Army and success-
fully completed parachute
jumping course some years
back. 

The terms of reference of
the Committee broadly pro-
vide for suggesting measures
which can empower the NCC
cadets to contribute more

effectively towards nation
building and national devel-
opmental efforts in various
sectors and propose measures
for gainful engagement of its
alumni for betterment of the
organisation as a whole.

The panel will study and
recommend best practices of
similar international youth
organisations for inclusion in
the NCC curriculum.

The NCC is the largest
uniformed organisation which
aims at developing 
character, discipline, a secular
outlook and ideals of selfless
service amongst young citi-
zens. It also aims to create a
pool of organised, trained and
motivated youth with 
leadership qualities in all walks
of life.

Dhoni’s inclusion in the
high-level panel came days
after he was appointed mentor
for India’s T20 cricket world
cup team.
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Union Minister for Road
Transport and Highways

Nitin Gadkari on Thursday
said the 1380-km eight-lane
Delhi-Mumbai Expressway
— passing through Delhi,
Haryana, Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh and Gujarat — will
reduce travel time between
the cities to 12-12.5 hours.
Gadkari also announced a
six-hour drive on the Delhi-
Katra expressway in two
years.

The minister was address-
ing the Press in Lohatki,
Sohna on Thursday after he
reviewed the progress of a sec-
tion of the Delhi-Mumbai
expressway in Sohna. Haryana
Chief Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar and Union Minister
Rao Inderjit Singh were also
present at the occasion.

Calling it a matter of
pride,  Gadkari  said the
expressway will be the longest
in India and connect urban
centres of Delhi through
Delhi-Faridabad-Sohna sec-
tion of the corridor with a
spur to Jewar Airport and
Jawaharlal Nehru Port to
Mumbai through a spur in
Mumbai.

“The expressway will have
wayside amenities – resorts,
restaurants, food courts, fuel
stations, facilities for truckers,
logistics parks – at six points
in Haryana. We have also
envisaged a helicopter ambu-
lance service for accident vic-
tims and there will be a heli-
port, which will use drone ser-
vices for business as well. I

also want to build electric
highways along the express-
way,” said Gadkari.

Developed at �98,000
crore, the expressway is
expected to be completed by
March 2023. The eight-lane
access-controlled expressway
can be expanded to a 12-lane
expressway depending on the
volume of traffic in the future.

The first phase from
Delhi-Jaipur (Dausa)-Lalsot
and Vadodara-Ankleshwar is
expected to be open to traffic
by March 2022. More than 160
km stretch of the expressway
which passes through
Haryana is being built at �
10,400 crore, the minister
said.

“This corridor wil l
improve connectivity in Nuh
and Palwal through multiple
interchanges to connect the
expressway with major high-
ways like KMP and DND
Sohna. To address the serious
problem of air pollution and
traffic congestion in Delhi-
NCR, the ministry is under-
taking 15 projects worth Rs
53,000 crore, of which 14
projects have been initiated.
This expressway will lead to a
reduction of 27 per cent in
vehicular pollution in Delhi,”
he said.

He said that the soon to be
o p e n e d
Delhi-Meerut Expressway will
reduce commute t ime
between Delhi and Meerut to
40 minutes. “There was an
issue with an overbridge,
which has now been resolved.
I will inaugurate it next
month,” he said.

On the occasion the
Minister said another ambi-
tious expressway is to connect
the national Capital to Jammu
and to reduce the distance
from 727 to 572 kilometres to
make you will reach Katra
from Delhi in six hours. “We
are also working on new roads
from Delhi-Chandigarh,
Delhi-Dehradun and Delhi-
Haridwar, to take you there in
two hours.”

Gadkari said that the min-
istry had paid 1.5 times more
than the market price to farm-
ers for land acquisition, in a
liberal approach. “I appeal to
farmers to not sell their land
to builders and developers,
who usually profit when
prices increase after road con-
struction. They (farmers) will
get more money if they devel-
op the land,” he said.

Responding to a question
about toll taxes making trav-
el costly on national highways,
Gadkari said, “If you want
good services, you have to pay
for it. If one wants to conduct
a programme in an air-con-
ditioned hall, one will have to
pay the rent (kiraya).
Otherwise, a wedding can be
conducted in a field (maidan)
for free as well.”

Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar, said,
“With these road stretches
being built, there will be eco-
nomic prosperity in the region
(Palwal, Nuh and Gurgaon)
and bring employment oppor-
tunities, services and give a fil-
lip to industry and growth. At
least 73 villages in this region
will benefit from this stretch. “
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The production-linked
incentives (PLI) scheme

will help create a turnover of
�900 crores from drones man-
ufacturing in the next three
years, which would help in cre-
ating employment for 10,000
people in this sector. Union
Civil Aviation Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia on
Thursday expects that the
drone industry will have a
total turnover of up to �15,000
crore by 2026.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, Scindia said that the cur-
rent size of the drone manu-
facturing segment in India is
around � 80 crores and the
Government will work towards
making India a drone manu-
facturing hub by 2030. Scindia
said that the drone sector will
see investment worth Rs 5,000
crores in India in the next three
years.

“Over a period of three
years, Estimated investment

worth � 5,000 crore for manu-
facturing sector drones will be
done which in turn will bring
a turnover of �900 crore, and
10,000 job opportunities will be
created,” Scindia  said.

The Union Cabinet on
Wednesday approved a PLI
scheme for drones and drone
components with an allocation
of Rs 120 crore spread over
three financial years. The PLI
scheme comes as a follow-
through of the liberalised
Drone Rules, 2021, released by
the Centre on August 25.

Experts say Drones offer
tremendous benefits to almost
all sectors of the economy.
These include– agriculture,
mining, infrastructure, sur-
veillance, emergency response,
transportation, geo-spatial
mapping, defence, and law
enforcement to name a few.
Drones can be significant cre-
ators of employment and eco-
nomic growth due to their
reach, versatility, and ease of
use, especially in India’s remote
and inaccessible areas.
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The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has conducted search-

es at the office premises of four
firms, Paul Merchants Ltd,
Quick Forex Ltd, Supama Forex
Pvt. Ltd. and Curo India Pvt.
Ltd., and residential premises of
their directors and associates in
Chandigarh, Panchkula, Mohali,
Jalandhar and Delhi in a FEMA

case.
The searches yielded foreign

currency worth �3.88 crore and
bullion worth �24.2 lakh besides
incriminating documents, lap-
tops, mobile phones and prop-
erty documents. The ED had
initiated an investigation under
Foreign Exchange Management
Act (FEMA) on the basis of
credible information.

During the course of inves-

tigation, it is revealed that the
said entities have sent outward
remittances over �475 crore to
Singapore, Hong Kong and UAE
on behalf of shell/ dummy enti-
ties namely Triple Streak Dream
Holidays, Wangester Travels
Pvt. Ltd,. Peripatizo Travels Pvt.
Ltd, Himalaya Tourism, Ezax
Holidays and Great Journey
Tours among other such firms,
the ED said.
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The Enforcement
Directorate has provision-

ally attached 30.24 kg gold
valued at �14.82 crore in con-
nection with a money laun-
dering probe linked to Kerala
gold smuggling case.

The seized gold belonged
to accused in the gold smug-
gling case Aboobacker
Pazhedath, Abdul Hameed P.
M., Jalal A. M., Rabins K
Hameed, Abdu P. T,
Mohammed Shafi, Hamjad Ali
K., P. T. Ahmedkutty, Hamjad
Abdul Salam, Shaijal,
Muhammed Shameer, Razal
and Ansil. Cash amounting to
�14.98 lakh belonging to Sarith
PS and Swapna Prabha Suresh

has also been attached.
The ED had initiated

money laundering investiga-
tion, on the basis of an FIR reg-
istered by the NIA under the
provisions of the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act
against Sarith PS, Swapna
Prabha Suresh, Faisal Fareed,
Sandeep and others.

The customs department
had registered a case relating to
the seizure of 30.24 kg of 24
carat gold worth �14.82 crore
at Trivandrum International
Airport. The said gold was
camouflaged as diplomatic bag-
gage to UAE Consulate, which
has immunity from checking at
airport as per Vienna
Convention.

The consignment was to be

received by the accused Sarith
PS, who had worked in UAE
Consulate earlier as Public
Relations Officer in complici-
ty with Swapna Prabha Suresh,
Sandeep Nair and others.

In the NIA case, accused
Sarith PS, Swapna Prabha
Suresh and Sandeep Nair were
arrested by the ED on July 22
last year and the PMLA Court
had remanded them to ED cus-
tody from August 5 to 17,
2020. They were subsequently
remaded to judicial custody.

Another accused M
Sivasankar, IAS, then Principal
Secretary to the Chief Minister
of Kerala was also arrested by
the ED on October 28, 2020
and was remanded to ED cus-
tody from October 29 to

October 12, 2020 and all four
persons continue to undergo
judicial custody.

“During the PMLA probe,
it was revealed that accused
persons had obtained the
Proceeds of Crime in the form
of 30.245 kg of smuggled gold
valued at �14.82 crore. The
accused/suspects illegally rout-
ed the sale proceeds of previ-
ously smuggled gold to Dubai
which was further used for pur-
chase of next consignment of
gold intended to be smuggled
into India and recycled this
process throughout the opera-
tions and thereby proceeds of
crime generated out of gold
smuggling previously was used
to purchase the said 30.245 kg
gold,” the ED said in a state-
ment.

It was further revealed that
the accused Sarith PS and
Swapna Suresh had obtained
the Proceeds of Crime to the
tune of Rs 14.98 lakh.
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As rainfall activity is still
continuing over north,

northwest and central parts of
the country, India will witness
an extended monsoon spell
and withdrawal is expected to
be delayed by the end of
September. 

According to India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) Director General Dr
Mrutunjay Mohapatra, “There
are no signs of monsoon with-
drawal from north India for the
next 10 days. This means the
monsoon spell will continue till
the end of September. If low
pressure forms, this will be fur-
ther delayed. “

The normal date for the
monsoon’s retreat from
Rajasthan is September 17 but
this may not be realised. In
recent years, the overall com-
pletion of monsoon withdraw-
al from the entire country has
shown a delaying trend. India
received 781.4 mm rainfall as
against the normal of 813.2, a
deficiency of almost four per
cent so far. At least 19 states and
union territories have wit-
nessed less rainfall this year.

According to the IMD,
southwest monsoon with-
drawal from northwest India
takes place if there is cessation
of rainfall activity over the
area for continuous 
five days. 

An anti-cyclonic wind has
to form over the lower tropos-
phere, and there should also be
considerable reduction in
moisture content.

“The conditions are not
likely to be favourable for the
commencement of withdraw-
al of monsoon from parts of
Northwest India before the
end of the second week of this
month (September 16-22). 
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The Congress on Thursday
demanded that an inquiry

should be conducted into the
alleged data fudging by the
ICMR to keep the political
masters happy which led to the
loss of human lives.

Addressing media per-
sons, party’s General Secretary
Ajay Maken alleged that senior
scientists, who worked with
the ICMR, and other organi-
sations, are now coming for-
ward to point out serious
irregularities in Covid man-
agement.

“The Congress demands a
criminal investigation against
the Prime Minister, the then
Health Minister, and also
against management of ICMR.
The inquiry should be con-
ducted by a sitting judge,”
Maken said.

He said that the party will
raise the issue in and outside
Parliament. “Now, as the time
goes by, more and more sci-
entists who worked with the
Indian Council of Medical
Research are coming forward
with startling facts of political
interference and arrogance
which was not only against sci-
ence and democracy, but also
caused millions of preventable
deaths.These scientists, to
name a few, include Dr Anup
Aggarwal, Dr Naman Shah, Dr
Somdatta Sinha, Dr Shahid
Jameel and some others, are
gradually opening up in social
media and foreign publica-
tions,” Maken alleged.

“In June 2020, a study
commissioned by the ICMR
concluded that Modi’s lock-

down had slowed but would
not stop the virus
spread.Within days, the
authors withdrew it and ICMR
tweeted the withdrawal.Some
of the scientists now say that
they were forced to withdraw
the report. In July 2020, DG,
ICMR, Dr Balram Bhargav
forced ICMR scientists to with-
hold data, based on serological
studies, which suggested that
virus was spreading to 10
cities.This deliberate blunder
led to loss of lakhs of lives.”

Maken said, “The second
Covid wave hit India severely
in April 2021 and the Modi
Government was caught
unprepared, people of India
were left to fend for them-
selves. “Black Marketing of
drugs like
H y d r o x y c h l o r o q u i n e ,
Ivermectin, Fabiflu, Dexona,
Tocilizumab, Remdesivir,
Paracetamol was galore. A sin-
gle injection of Remdesivir
was selling between �50,000
and �1 lakh, Tocilizumab
injection for up to �10 lakh in
black market”.

“People gasped for breath
and died as there was no oxy-
gen.People died as there were
no ventilators. People died as
there were no hospital
beds.Lakhs of bodies floated in
the Ganga and other rivers. 

The Modi Government
abandoned India as close to 50
lakh people died,” he further
said.
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Many patients with vitiligo,
which is an autoimmune

disorder characterised by the
loss of skin colour in parts of
a body, seem to be finding suc-
cour in herbal remedies like
Lukoskin developed by the
Defence and Research
Development Organization
(DRDO).

Till now, more than one
lakh patients suffering from the
skin condition, also known as
leucoderma, have been treated
with Lukoskin with  an average
success rate of 70 per cent, said
Dr Nitika Kohli from AIMIL
Healthcare which is manufac-
turing and marketing the drug.

An ayurveda expert herself,
Dr Kohli said, that after DRDO
transferred the technology,
clinical trials were conducted
on the patients and then in
2011 it was 
launched in the market. “In
these ten years, over one lakh
patients have been treated with
the drug. We found 70 percent
success rate,” she said.

An estimated four to five
per cent of the Indian popula-
tion suffers from leucoderma.
The condition is characterized
by patches of the skin losing
their pigment. 

The condition is noticeable
in people with dark skin. 

For better success 
rate and with an aim to rea-
chout to more patients, the
AIMIL is in the process of
launching the 
advanced version of the drug.
DRDO is already working  in
this direction.

Dr Kohli was speaking at a
conference “Clinical 
management of tough skin
diseases” held online to mark
the ten years of 
launch of Lukoskin as well as
of AIMIL Healthcare.
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The Government on
Thursday said that at least

three in five Indian adults—or
62 % — have now been covered
with at least one Covid vaccine
dose and while one in every
five –or 20 % of the adult pop-
ulation is now fully immunised.

The latest data provided by
the Union Health Ministry
showed Chandigarh entering
the coveted league of states and
UTs to have ensured inocula-
tion of their entire adult pop-
ulation with at least the first
shot against coronavirus.

Further, as the festival sea-
son nears, ICMR DG Balram
Bhargava at a press conference
here said the need of the hour
is vaccine acceptance, mainte-
nance of Covid-appropriate
behaviour, responsible travel
and responsible festivities.

He also ruled out the
introduction of booster doses
of the vaccine saying that “these
were not a priority for the gov-
ernment at this moment.”

The country, by Thursday
evening, had seen a total of 77.1
crore Covid jabs administered
in India of which 58.26 lakh
were administered in a day.

Commenting on the scale
of inoculation, the Centre said
that in the first 15 days of
September over 11 crore
doses—or about 76 lakh vac-
cinations in a day on an aver-
age— have been administered
which is double of the doses
given through the entire month
of May.
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The Supreme Court on
Thursday allowed immer-

sion of Lord Ganesh idols,
made from Plaster-of-Paris
(POP) in Hussain Sagar Lake in
Hyderabad, during the Ganesh
Chaturthi celebrations. A
bench headed by chief justice
NV Ramana made it clear that
the court will allow it for the
last time - the immersion of
idols -- this year, and no more
immersion from next year. The
bench also comprising justice
Surya Kant asked the Telangana
government to make certain
arrangements from next year.
The bench added the idols
should not be allowed to be left
in the lake after immersion and
they should be taken out
immediately. The bench said:
“Let them do symbolic immer-
sion this year. A last chance for
them. They say they will ensure
no harm is caused to the pond.”
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Learning lessons from the
second Covid-19 wave

when the country faced severe
shortage of Oxygen resulting in
several deaths and serious ill-
ness across the country, the
Centre on Thursday said that
3,631 oxygen PSA plants are
being installed in the country—
nearly half of which will be
installed through central
resources, a move planned
amid a looming threat of the
third Covid wave in India.

These plants will have the
capacity to generate about
4,800 MT of medical oxygen.
“Of the planned oxygen plants
to be installed in hospitals,
1,595 or about 47% have
already been commissioned,”
Union health secretary Rajesh

Bhushan said in a press brief-
ing on Thursday.

As per the details shared,
of the total 3,651 PSA plants
sanctioned with 4,751 MT
capacity generation when
commissioned, 1,491 plants
with 2,281 MT have been
commissioned with central
support.

Nearly 2,140 with 2,289
MT capacity on the other hand
are planned with the states and
other sources such as states,
urban local bodies, MPLAD,
and through CSR activities.

Of the 1,595 PSA plants
commissioned so far with a
capacity of 2,088 MT medical
oxygen generation, 731 (with
1024 MT) PSA plants have
been set up with central
resources.

These plants are of utmost

importance given that the sec-
ond wave of the pandemic had
triggered a massive shortage of
the crucial oxygen supply in
most parts of the country dur-
ing April-May this year.

The official, while noting
that situation in Mizoram with
Covid cases surging, also urged
states to prepare ahead for any
potential spike highlighting
that as the situation is stable
with cases reducing 
even in Kerala, the months of
October and November would
be critical given the festive sea-
son.

“The next quarter will be
critical. We advise states and
municipal corporations to pre-
pare ahead to ensure best
models of home care and also
to prepare infrastructure,” V K
Paul, Niti Aayog member said.
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Congress General Secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra

will visit Lucknow next week
to give a final shape to the
“Pratigya Yatra” programme
to be launched by the party
unit ahead of the Assembly
polls in Uttar Pradesh next
year.

She will have scheduled

meetings with the manifesto
committee and with the elec-
tion committee to assess the
party’s poll preparedness in
the state, sources said.

Priyanka is likely to par-
ticipate in one of the training
programmes being organised
by Uttar Pradesh Congress
Committee.

On Thursday, she target-
ted the Yogi Adityanath gov-

ernment and said, “The gov-
ernment is doing drama
ahead of polls while with-
drawing cases of stubble
burning.”

The Congress in Uttar
Pradesh will  take out a
‘Congress Pratigya Yatra’ with
the tagline — ‘Hum Vachan
Nibhayenge’, ahead of the
Assembly elections, due early
next year.
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Bengaluru: Terming price rise
as a "continuous process" JD(S)
leader H D Kumaraswamy on
Thursday urged the Karnataka
government to announce a
special financial package to
those in distress, and announce
relief to common man, 
who is finding it difficult to
lead life.

He asked the government
to use the revenue that was
generated out of levying cess
and taxes on petrol, diesel and
others items, to come to the
rescue of the people. "Price rise,
according to me, is a continu-
ous process.

Since independence, on
several instances price rise has
been inevitable to improve the
financial condition of the gov-
ernment and to raise money for
implementing programmes.
Whichever party may be in
power, it is natural,"
Kumaraswamy said. 

Intervening during the
debate on price rise in the leg-
islature assembly, he said oppo-
sition parties protesting against
price rise is also a continuous
process in the  democracy.
Kumaraswamy, during his
speech highlighting the trouble
faced by common man, espe-
cially the poorer section, said
it is a double whammy for them
with both price rise and
COVID-19 pandemic. "This
is not the issue to be discussed
in a partisan manner and to
make allegations against one
another to score political
brownie points. 

We should rather look at
what can be done to get relief
to those in distress from the
government in power," he said.
Asking Karnataka to become
model for the entire country,
Kumaraswamy urged the gov-
ernment to announce a special
financial package and come to
the rescue of poor and weaker

sections. 
"The government has got

revenue from the cess, people
have filled your coffers. Now
the same people and farmers
are in distress. Announce a spe-
cial financial package for the
poorer and weaker sections,
who are struggling to lead life.
Announce 25,000 each to about
55 lakh such families." 

The former Chief Minister
also conceded that populist
schemes announced by the
governments to reach out to the
common man with election in
mind, without knowing about
its financial implications, has
led to loss of taxpayers money
at several instances.

"It is the duty of the gov-
ernment  to rebuild the lives of
the common man, the taxpay-
ers who fill the coffers of the
government and now are in
distress," he said, as he advised
the government to postpone
the schemes, including the
Amrit schemes announced it
recently, by a year, and come to
their rescue. 

"I'm not saying the BJP
government has to do it, it is
our government, the govern-
ment of the 6.5 crore
Kannadigas, all of us have the
responsibility. We are ready to
give all the cooperation, kind-
ly come to the rescue of the
poor and those in distress," he
said, adding that government
should also come to the aid of
small scale industries that have
given jobs to lakhs of
people. 

Hitting out his old alliance
partner and Congress leader
Siddaramaiah, who on
Wednesday had claimed that
the government led by him had
given 7 kgs free rice to poor,
Kumaraswamy said
Siddaramaiah in his last bud-
get had announced 7 kg, but
had kept money only for 5kg. 
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Amid theories flying thick and fast in the
Trinamool Congress over the sudden res-

ignation of Arpita Ghosh a party Rajya Sabha
MP the parliamentarian on Thursday said she
had not been under pressure to put in her papers
and that the “decision to resign was very much
my personal decision.”

The dramatist-turned-TMC leader was a
two-time Lok Sabha MP from the party before
she was defeated by the BJP candidate from
Balurghat constituency in 2019. She was sub-
sequently sent to the Rajya Sabha.

When asked to comment on the reason
behind her sudden resignation, Ghosh said that
she wanted to “concentrate more on the orga-
nizational work and my theatre which was get-
ting hampered … and so I have tendered my 
resignation.”

When asked as to whether she was forced
to resign because the party leadership was try-

ing to vacate the seats for other bigger leaders
from other States whom Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee was trying to use for her national
designs Ghosh said “the leadership will answer
about the policy decisions … but as for my deci-
sion to resign it was solely based on my personal
reasons.”

After Ghosh’s resignations there are talks
inside the party that some more Upper House
members may be asked to resign to make way
for some national level names so as to afford the
TMC and the Chief Minister a national 
image. Inside sources said that Ghosh was not
happy at being robbed off the Rajya Sabha post.
Sources also said that she had a conversation
with party national secretary Abhishek Banerjee
a day before the resignation. 

The junior Banerjee is known to have
promised a priced party post. When asked to
comment on her future plans she said “in a few
days you will get to know whether I am given
any organizational post or not.”
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Ateam of CBI officials on
Thursday subjected

Mamata Banerjee’s election
agent at Nandigram Abu
Sufiyan to four hours intense
grilling in relation to a murder
case that took place soon after
the April-May Assembly elec-
tions.

Sufiyan the vice chairman
of the East Midnapore district
board was summoned by the
CBI following allegations that
Debabrata Maity a BJP work-
er was murdered by alleged
TMC goons a day after the
Bengal election results were
declared.

The victim died at SSKM
Hospital in Kolkata on May 13.
The CBI lodged a case in this
connection on August 31 fol-
lowing the August 19 Calcutta
High Court order directing

the Agency to probe all the
post-election murder cases.

Though the CBI has ques-
tioned many TMC district
leaders during the investiga-
tion, this is the first time a
leader known to be close to the
Chief Minister was interro-
gated.

When contacted the
Sufiyan denied his involve-
ment with the murder saying
“any death is unfortunate but
implicating an innocent man
for political mileage is no less
deplorable … The BJP is impli-
cating me in this case because
they want to derive political
mileage out of it… it is the
handiwork of Suvendu
Adhikari who has left the
Trinamool Congress giving
into the pressure of the central
agencies whereas we have
refused to get cowed down by
the BJP and are continuing our

fight under the leadership of
Mamata Banerjee … this is the
reason we are being harassed
like this.”

Sufiyan a former protégé of
Adhikari said “the harassment
we are being subjected to is the
result of keeping our spines
straight and not giving into the
pressure of the BJP which is
threatening the entire country
with agencies.”

The CBI which has regis-
tered three dozen cases and
filed charge sheet in at least
three related to post-poll vio-
lence has formed several teams
comprising DIGs and SPs ---
forensic experts, CISF person-
nel --- from Delhi, UP, Punjab,
Karnataka etc. The CBI team is
headed by a joint director.

In an unrelated develop-
ment a team of National
Investigation Agency on
Thursday reached the house of

BJP MP Arjun Singh at
Jagaddal in North 24 Parganas
to investigate bomb attacks on
the parliamentarian’s house.

Some NIA officers led by
an SP-level officer “conducted
investigations in my house at
Jagaddal,” the saffron MP who
claimed to have been a target
of the Trinamool Congress
goons said adding he was coop-
erating with the investigating
team.

The NIA officials also
spoke to the local police offi-
cers, sources said. Crude
bombs were hurled on two
consecutive days at the
Barrackpore MP’s house a few
days ago, Singh claimed adding
he and his family members
were under threat of being
eliminated by the TMC “which
is finding it difficult to wrest
back its organizational in
Barrackpore till I am there.”

Two of Singh’s close associates
had been shot dead in the past
less than two years.

“These attacks are being
orchestrated by the Trinamool
Congress and its leaders …
they will kill me in the first
instance and opportunity,” the
BJP strong man who left the
TMC before the 2019 general
elections --- after being denied
nomination from Barrackpore
by Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee --- and went on to
defeat the then sitting MP
Dinesh Trivedi by about 15,000
votes said. Singh has been
three-time TMC MLA before
he quit that party.

Earlier the Union Home
Ministry upgraded the BJP
MP’s security from Y+ to Z cat-
egory following the bomb
attacks and he is currently
being protected by a posse of
CISF personnel.

Palghar: A 15-year-old girl
was allegedly  raped repeated-
ly by a man residing in her
neighbourhood here in
Maharashtra  following which
she became pregnant, police
said on Thursday.

The offence took place
between January and May this
year and the 20-year-old
accused was arrested on
Wednesday, they said.

The girl recently com-
plained of abdominal pain fol-
lowing she was taken for a
medical examination which
revealed that she was pregnant,
an official from Palghar district
rural control room said.

Her parents filed a police
complaint against the accused
on Wednesday.     PTI

Muzaffarnagar (UP): A 17-
year-old girl was allegedly
raped at gunpoint by two peo-
ple in a village in Shamli dis-
trict, police said on Thursday.

A case has been registered
and one of the accused arrest-
ed, they said, adding that the
minor was sent for a medical
examination.

According to the com-
plaint lodged by the victim's
father, the two accused raped
her at gunpoint on Wednesday
and threatened to kill her, the
police said. PTI 

Thane: A woman and her par-
ents tried to commit suicide
outside a police station in
Maharashtra's Thane district
while alleging action by police
in a rape case, but their attempt
was foiled by security person-
nel, officials said on 
Thursday.

A video of the incident,
which took place in front of the
Ulhasnagar police station here
on Wednesday, went viral on
social media.

In the clip, the three fam-
ily members were seen shout-
ing and dousing themselves in
kerosene. They were about to
set themselves on fire, but
some police personnel, includ-
ing women security staff, took
away their lighter and pinned
them down.

Notably, based a complaint
earlier filed by the parents in
connection with the alleged
rape of their daughter, the
Ulhasnagar police in July this
year registered a rape case
against two persons from the
township, 

In the video, the three
family members were seen
claiming that despite their
repeated pleas, no further
action was taken against the
accused by police.  

The video also showed the
three being taken inside the
police station where the secu-
rity staff tried to pacify them. 

When contacted, local
police inspector and other
senior officials refused to com-
ment on the incident, saying it
was a sensitive matter. PTI
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�������������� Amaravati: The Covid-19

caseload in Andhra Pradesh
increased to 20,34,786 as 1,367
were added afresh on 
Thursday.

In the 24 hours ending 9
am today, 1,248 infected per-
sons got cured while 14 suc-
cumbed, leaving 14,708 active
cases, the latest bulletin said. 

The total recoveries
increased to 20,06,034 and
deaths to 14,044, the bulletin
said. East Godavari district
reported 288 fresh infections
and Chittoor 217 while six
other districts added between
100 and 160 each. PTI

Gangtok: Sikkim reported 64
new coronavirus cases in the
past 24 hours taking the state's
tally to 30,802, according to a
health department bulletin on
Thursday.

The Covid-19 death toll
remained unchanged at 379 as
no fresh fatality was regis-
tered. 

The State now has 775
active cases, while 29,343 peo-
ple have recovered from the
infection. 

The bulletin said 305
Covid-19 patients have migrat-
ed to other states. 

East Sikkim registered the
highest number of new cases at
33,  followed by West Sikkim
(16) and South Sikkim (15).  

The State tested 597 sam-
ples for coronavirus in the
past 24 hours taking the total
number of such tests to
2,41,289.  

Sikkim's Covid-19 posi-
tivity rate and the recovery rate
are 10.7 per cent and 96.2 per
cent respectively. PTI

Thiruvananthapuram: Kerala
on Thursday reported 22,182
fresh Covid-19 cases and 178
deaths, which took the caseload
to 44,46,228 and fatalities to
23,165.

The number of people
who recovered from the infec-
tion since Wednesday was
26,563 which brought the total
recoveries to 42,36,309 and
the number of active cases to
1,86,190, a State Government
release said. 

While the release said that
1,21,486 samples were tested in
the last 24 hours, it, again for
the second day running, did
not state what the Test
Positivity Rate was. However,
22,182 fresh positive cases,
reported in the last 24 hours,
out of 1,21,486 samples tested
during the same period, gives
a figure of 18.25 per cent.
Among the 14 districts, 

Thrissur recorded the
highest with 3,252 cases fol-
lowed by Ernakulam (2,901),
Thiruvananthapuram (2,135),
Malappuram (2,061),
Kozhikode (1,792), Palakkad

(1,613), Kollam (1,520),
Alappuzha (1,442), Kannur
(1,246), Kottayam (1,212),
Pathanamthitta (1,015) and
Idukki (973).

Of the new cases, 105 were
health workers, 89 from outside
the state and 21,122 infected
through contact, with the
source of the contact not being
clear in 866 cases. There are
currently 5,54,807 people
under surveillance in various
districts, of whom 5,27,791 are
in home or institutional quar-
antine and 27,016 in 
hospitals. PTI
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In a major setback to Mumbai’s for-
mer Police Commissioner Param

Bir Singh, the Bombay High Court on
Thursday dismissed a petition chal-
lenging two preliminary inquiries
launched against him by the
Maharashtra Government for alleged
violation of service rules and anoth-
er for alleged corruption.

While dismissing Singh’s petition
on the ground that it was “not main-
tainable”, a HC division bench com-
prising Justices SS Shinde and NJ
Jamdar said that “it is a service mat-
ter” and asked him to approach the
Central Administrative Tribunal
(CAT), which is an appropriate
forum.

“(When) the petitioner approach-
es the appropriate forum, then the
same shall be heard and decided
without any prejudice to the HC’s
order,” the HC bench said.

The HC had on July 28 reserved
its order on Singh’s petition seeking
quashing of  his petition challenging
two preliminary inquiries launched
against by the Maharashtra
Government on April 1 and April
20,2021 respectively for alleged dere-
liction of duty and misconduct and
for alleged corruption.

While Maharashtra’s former
Home Minister had on April 1 2021
had passed an order launching a pre-
liminary against Singh for alleged vio-
lation of some All India Services
(Conduct) Rules, his successor and
current State Home Minister Dilip
Walse Patil had ordered another pre-
liminary against the former police
commissioner over the allegations of

corruption levelled against the latter
by Inspector Anup Dange.  

Describing himself as a ‘whistle-
blower’  who had sought to highlight
corruption in the highest public
office, Singh had stated in his petition
that the inquiries came to be launched
against him a month after he had
accused the then Home Minister Anil
Deshmukh of allegedly extorting
Rs.100 crore per month from
Mumbai hoteliers through a dis-
missed Assistant Police Inspector
Sachin Vaze.  

Opposing Singh’s plea, Senior
Advocate Darius Khambata – repre-
senting the Maharashtra government
– told the high court that the (CAT
was the “appropriate forum” for peti-
tioner’s grievances as the inquiries
were of administrative nature per-
taining to his conduct as the police
commissioner.  

However, senior Advocate
Mahesh Jethmalani, representing
Singh, argued that these were crim-
inal Inquiries as there was a reference
to the section 32 of  CrPC  and hence
he could expect a remedy only from
the high court.  

The inquiries pertain to alleged
violation of services rules in the sen-
sational Antilia case and allegations
of corruption levelled by a policeman
Anup Dange who accused Singh of
shielding people with mafia links and
that one alleging the top cop’s relative
of demanding a �2 crore bribe to rein-
state him in the police force.   

Khambata told the court that
Singh’s contentions on the main-
tainability ground as they contra-
dicted his own plea in which he
accepted that these are administrative

inquiries and said writing letters
would not ‘immunise’ him from the
same. 

Khambata also said that Singh’s
primary grievance related to the
Director-General of Police Sanjay
Pandey conducting the inquiries and
said that the IPS officer (Pandey) had
recused himself from the enquiries
which have been assigned to differ-
ent officers now. 

Among other things, Jethmalani
contended that Pandey was an ‘emis-
sary’ of the government trying to con-
vince Singh to withdraw his com-
plaint and offering to mediate on the
issue. 

It may be recalled that three days
after he was shunted and posted in a
relatively insignificant post as the
Commandant General of Home
Guards, Singh had in an eight-page
sensational letter written to the chief
minister Uddhav Thackeray On
March 20 alleged that State Home
Minister Deshmukh had asked now
arrested and suspended police officer
Sachin Vaze last month to "collect" a
staggering Rs 100 crore per month
from bars, restaurants and other
sources.

Vaze -- who was on March 13 in
connection with the gelatine sticks
laden Scorpion recovery case and later
booked for the murder of business-
man and vehicle’s owner Mansukh
Hiran in March – is being prosecut-
ed in the sensational twin cases. 

Vaze had allegedly parked the
Scorpio car laden with 20 gelatine
sticks near Mukesh Ambani's resi-
dence in Mumbai. He was allegedly
involved in the conspiracy to murder
Hiran.
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The Bombay High Court is
likely to hear early next

week a criminal public interest
litigation seeking it to direct the
CBI to register a case under IPC
and Prevention of Corruption
Act against Messrs. Reliance
Infra for alleged irregularities in
the Pune-Satara toll collection
project.

The petitioners – Advocate
Pravin Wategaonkar and Sanjay
Shirodkar –had moved a
praecipe before the high court
seeking an urgent hearing of
their PIL on September 20
(Monday), following the
Maharashtra Government’s fail-
ure to permit the CBI to regis-
ter a case against M/s Reliance
Infra in the Pune-Satara toll col-
lection project.

In their petition,
Wategaonkar and Shirodkar
stated that on October 1, 2010,
a six-laning contract of the
National Highway section of
Pune-Satara with Toll collection
rights was awarded to M/s.
Reliance Infra – which formed

a SPV M/S Pune Satara Toll
Road Pvt Ltd for the project --
for 24 years including con-
struction period of 2.5 yrs/ 30
months.

The NHAI rejected a pre-
bid request for a longer con-
struction period of 3.5 yrs 42
months. M/s. Reliance Infra
formed SPV M/S Pune Satara
Toll Road Pvt Ltd for the project.
Six laning construction
remained incomplete about ten
years later in January 2020,
about the time a complaint was
filed with CBI.Earlier, in
December 2013, the Centre had
amended rules and provided
that no user fee would be levied
for the delayed period between
the date of completion as per the
agreement entered into with
the concessionaire and the date
of actual completion.

“As per the contract,
Contractor’s equity, bank loans
and fees collected were to be
used strictly in order laid down
in the contract essentially for
project related purposes. For use
of funds in any other order or
purpose, prior written permis-

sion of NHAI was required,” the
petitioners told the court.

As per agreement, Pune-
Satara six-laning construction
was to be completed by March
2013. As per a government cir-
cular, NHAI has authority to
extend completion date by enter-
ing into supplementary agree-
ment with Contractor within 28
days of date of completion as per
agreement.The petitioners
alleged in their petition that after
CAG reported fund diversion to
Mutual Fund investments by
Contractor in April 2014, NHAI
belatedly and in violation of its
own policy circular, entered
into a supplementary contract
with Contractor in October
2014 for extension of
Construction period till
December 2015. Thereafter
there is no supplementary con-
tract for further extension.

User fee collection on the
said Highway since January 1,
2014 and more particularly
since January 1, 2016, is ultra
vires of the rules in the matter
and amounts to cheating vehi-
cle owners using the said road.

 
��3�����������������������
������

�������	
��������
��3+5 
 
����
6	��
��	�+���
��	1���		4

�������
����� �'5'���

The Income Tax (IT) department officials
conducted searches at actor and philan-

thropist Sonu Sood’s residence in Mumbai for
the second consecutive day on Thursday
ostensibly in connection with allegations of
alleged tax evasion in a real estate deal.

A day after they conducted searches at six
premises in Mumbai and Lucknow linked to
Sood, the IT officials descended on the actor’s
Juhu residence in Mumbai to carry out what
they called “survey” in connection with the
alleged tax evasion.

The IT officials reportedly went through
bank statements, books of accounts, docu-
ments and details of financial or other busi-
ness transactions during the 'survey', for sus-
pected tax evasion. However, there was no
official statement from the IT department
regarding the searches conducted by its offi-
cials for the second consecutive day.

The action against Sood has come on the
heels of the Arvind Kejriwal-led AAP gov-
ernment declaring him as a brand ambas-
sador for its mentorship programme for
school students in Delhi.

On its part, the ruling BJP at the Centre
has denied that the searches on Sood’s
premises had anything to do with politics

Forty-eight year-old Sood, whose human-
itarian work during the Covid-19 triggered
lockdown period has earned him a lot of
goodwill among the people across the coun-
try,  has so far not commented on the rag-
ing speculations about his joining the Aam
Admi Party (AAP) and contesting the Punjab
Assembly elections next year.

It may be recalled that Sood had organ-
ised special flights and buses home for
migrants stranded in Mumbai after the
lockdown declared last year and he also
organised Oxygen for Covid-19 patients at the
peak of “second wave” in April-May this 
year. 
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filed in the Supreme Court a
petition seeking to ban pornog-
raphy in India and praying for
direction to the Government to
treat watching of porn videos
and sharing as non-bailable and
cognisable offence, but the
Government supported
pornography in the court.

The Attorney General sub-
mitted that if someone wished
to watch porn within their
bedroom, how can the State
interfere with such an activity?
He asserted that the
Government did not want to
do moral policing and that we
(India) cannot become a total-
itarian State by banning all
pornographic websites because
clampdown would infringe the
“Right to freedom”. The State’s
action may raise issues regard-
ing privacy rights.

Chief Justice HL Dattu,
who had used a similar line
during the previous hearing,
interrupted and said: “Mr
Attorney, why are you using
our lines?” The Attorney
General further contended:
“Simply viewing an obscene
object is not an offence. It
becomes an offence only when
someone has in possession
such objects for the purpose of
sale, hire, distribution, public
exhibition or putting it into cir-
culation.”

Petitioner’s counsel Vijay
Panjwani argued that “criminal

activity is a criminal activity”,
whether carried out in private
or public. Moreover, when the
obscene object has come on the
internet, it has already been cir-
culated and automatically
becomes “public”. Subsequently,
on February 26, 2016,
Additional Solicitor General
Pinky Anand told Justice Dipak
Misra: “It is difficult to ban
pornographic websites as they
do not fall under any country’s
jurisdiction.”

Differing, the Bench said:
“When obscenity is an offence
under the criminal law, then
why can’t you define it accord-
ingly? It has already been decid-
ed that freedom of speech and
expression is not absolute.”
The petitioner’s counsel con-
tended: “There is technology
available to block such sites. In
India, there are 11 towers
which receive signals from
under water cables of foreign
countries. A technologist from
Banaras Hindu University has
undertaken to block all those
11 points that receive porn con-
tents. It is a very low-budget
technology, provided the
Government agrees to it.” A
committee under the leader-
ship of then Communications
Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad
had been constituted to review
this matter but he gave the
statement: “We are not a con-
trol freak Government and

strongly object to the word
Talibanisation.”

In fact, there is enough evi-
dence available about the link
between serial killers/rapists
and their addiction to pornog-
raphy. The accused of the Delhi
gang rape case of December
2012, in their 164 Criminal
Penal Code statement, had
admitted that before commit-
ting the ghastly crime, they had
consumed liquor, watched
pornography, and then decid-
ed to have a party (they meant
committing rape). 

In his interview to Games
C Dobson, notorious American
serial killer Ted Bundy seven
hours before his execution in
the electric chair documented:
“I was a normal person. I led a
common life except for this one
segment. Pornography can
reach in and snatch a kid out
of any house today. It snatched
me out of my home 30 years
ago. I deserve, certainly, the
most extreme punishment
society has. And I think soci-
ety deserves to be protected
from me and from others like
me.” According to Gover-
nment’s figures in December
2017, a child is sexually abused
every 15 minutes, still the
authorities are more concerned
on ‘naked capitalism’.

(The writer is a legal jour-
nalist and author. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Sir — The start of Sansad TV will mark
another lesson in India’s democratic his-
tory. Inaugurated on the day of
International day of Democracy, the new
media channel will voice out the truth of
India's democratic system. We all know
that Lok Sabha TV and Rajya Sabha TV
have been dedicatedly telecasting relevant
issues of our democracy with quality
information and facts. In fact, both the LS
and the RS TV are especially watched by
UPSC aspirants for quality preparations.
Both these channels have telecasted the
functioning of the two houses of the
Parliament individually.

Now with Sansad TV in the picture, we
can expect more quality content and infor-
mation on a single platform. Sansad TV will
merge the quality and technology of
India's two state of the art media channels,
so as to deliver the best information to its
viewers. We hope that with Sansad TV,
every Indian is empowered to get faithful
news and right information at the right time
so that citizens do not get misled by false
information. Right information will
empower citizens to make better decisions
over the issues of national, social, econom-
ical and political importance.

Dimple | kanpur
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Sir — There is substance in Rahul Gandhi’s
statement that the RSS and its political arm
the BJP, are ‘fake Hindus’ and ‘brokers of
religion’. The Congress leader has shown the
courage to call a spade a spade. BJP’s role
in Indian politics validates Rahul Gandhi’s
charge of ‘Dharam ki dalali’. The way he saw
it, BJP is ‘disrespecting and insulting god-
desses ‘Lakshmi and Durga’. He elaborat-
ed that the ruling party was busy transfer-
ring wealth from people to a few corporate
houses and it did not believe in nari shak-
ti (women’s power). Rahul Gandhi’s
metaphorical speech provoked the BJP to
call him the ‘son of a Catholic mother and
a Parsi father’ and ask him ‘to stop lectur-
ing on Hinduism and hurting Hindu sen-
timent’.

The use of religion, a centre of devo-

tion for the multitudes, by the BJP to
achieve its political ends has become the
salient and striking feature of politics in
today’s India. The encroachment of religion
into politics has been so normalized with
the nomenclature ‘Hindu nationalism’
over the decades that anyone who is
against defining nationhood on the basis
of religion is branded ‘anti-national’. The
retreat from secularism diminishes our
identity as a pluralist democracy and our
capacity to prosper.

G David Milton | Maruthancode
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Sir — A new survey by the BBC has found
that the number of days when the temper-
ature reached 50 degrees centigrade has
doubled over the last 40 years. The study
found that between 2010 and 2019, the tem-
perature reached 50 degrees for 26 days on
average. Between 1980 and 1990, that fig-
ure was just 14 days. The analysis shows that
the frequency of exceptionally hot days is
increasing every year. Every 10 years, the

overall number of days with temperature
hitting the 50 degrees centigrade mark has
risen. Urgent action must be taken by
world leaders to control global tempera-
ture rises.

It must be understood that even
below 50 degrees, high temperature and
humidity could create severe health risks.
As a consequence of extreme heat, disas-
ters such as droughts and wildfires have
become more frequent. Global warming,
depletion of the natural sunscreen — the
Ozone layer, and melting glaciers are more
common than ever. Unless the countries
wake up to the severity of the situation and
adopt measures to mitigate global warm-
ing, our existence on this planet will be in
peril. Reversing the already caused dam-
age might be a lost cause but doing our bit
can delay the onset of tragedies we’re not
prepared for.

Venu GS | Kollam
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Online pornography has
literally created a ‘porn
pandemic’ as deadly as
‘COVID-19’. Experts

trace a marked correlation
between watching pornography
and sexual crimes. Pornography
is a Greek word, which original-
ly meant “writing about prosti-
tutes”.

Today, according to modified
version of Kuhn etal-2007,
“Pornography is a communication
material provided for the purpose
of arousing or gratifying a user in
isolation from others or in com-
pany of others.” Pornography is
“perversion”. It provides a field for
deviant and violent fantasies to be
developed eventually leading to
some viewers acting out those fan-
tasies in practice. Before the
advent of online pornography, the
compulsive voyeur used to haunt
public places, parks and bed-
room windows from where he
could surreptitiously watch court-
ing couples. Now the voyeur is
privileged to watch couples on
screen. After getting constantly
aroused, he would prowl around
in search of a soft target, mainly
the tender-aged child, as many a
time the voyeur has low level of
sexuality and finds himself partial-
ly impotent with a grown up
woman.

Alfred C Kinsey considered
voyeurism to be limited solely to
men, but in the US, the 1971
Commission of Pornography and
Obscenity revealed that women
responded to visual stimulation,
pictures of nudes, in the same way
as men do. According to a recent
survey, a large number of users of
these porn sites is not adults but
adolescents.

Does online pornography
have the destructive power to turn
a simple normal, everyday man
into rapist or murderer? Why this
alarming question does not sur-
face every time a rape with mur-
der, especially of children and
infants, hits the headlines.
Ironically, there is no stringent law
in India on full viewing of sexual
acts online; whereas, on the con-
trary, the law of the land showed
its utter sensitivity on obscenity
under the provisions of Section
292 and 293 of IPC.

This is evident from the fact
that Kamlesh Vaswani, Advocate,
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Current focus of public discourse in
agriculture is on marketing system
in the backdrop of the three con-
tentious farm laws enacted last

year. Early this year, the Supreme Court
ordered a temporary stay on their imple-
mentation and appointed an expert com-
mittee whose report is lying unactioned
since March. The Government's offer to
seek suggestions on specific changes in the
law have fallen on deaf ears and the protests
seeking outright scrapping of laws have now
turned distinctly political.

This focus on marketing has eclipsed
attention on important issues of growing
water deficit, soil erosion and environmen-
tal degradation - particularly nitrogen pol-
lution or air and water — caused by cur-
rent farming practices. Here is a brief
explainer of issues and concerns.

In a pandemic-stricken world, time-
bound eradication of hunger and malnu-
trition by 2030 in an environmentally sus-
tainable manner is an international prior-
ity and commitment under United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
The Food Systems Summit is due to be con-
vened soon to review global preparedness.
Action is required to ensure access to safe
and nutritious food for all; shift to sustain-
able consumption patterns; boost nature-
positive production; advance equitable
livelihoods; and build resilience to vulner-
abilities, shocks and stress. 

India has offered to use its over-flow-
ing granaries to tackle extreme hunger but
India can do much more and be an agri-
cultural power but we are presently tapping
only a fraction of our strength. Here are
some suggestions to achieve this mission. 

By the mid-1960s, hit by back-to-back
droughts, India was a “ship to mouth” econ-
omy waiting for PL480 wheat imports from
USA. Today, India is the largest exporter
of rice and the second-largest producer of
both wheat and rice, after China. Except
for oilseeds and pulses, the country is now
self-sufficient in foodgrain production.

This feat has been achieved by usher-
ing 'Green Revolution' in the 1960s. One
of the important fallouts of Green
Revolution was increased use of chemical
fertilisers, mainly urea for nitrogen and oth-
ers to provide potassium and phosphorus. 

Textbook science tells us that bacteria
in the roots of leguminous plants (pulses)
help in ‘nitrogen fixation’, conversion of
atmospheric nitrogen into nitrogenous
compounds that serve as fertilisers. These
plants therefore naturally increase the
nitrogen content of soil. Traditional agri-
culture practice of ‘crop rotation’ was to sow
the legumes in between other crops to
restore depleted nitrogen content of soil.

Green Revolution changed many of
these practices. It boosted production
with three major failings. First, its impact
was confined to a few cereal crops — main-
ly wheat and rice — and to water surplus
regions of Punjab, Haryana and parts of UP.
These are no more water surplus and the
water table has gone very deep. Further, the
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On September 17 this
year, when Prime
Minister Narendra

Modi turns 71, his fans cutting
across political lines remind
themselves how he has proved
to be a visionary and charis-
maticstatesman, a role model
for others to follow.

Even his detractors have to
acknowledge that his public
image shines, as evidenced by
a recent Morning Consult sur-
vey judging him the most
popular among 13 world lead-
ers.

With an acceptance rating
of as high as 70 per cent, he was
crowned as the tallest leader,
followed by Mexican presi-
dent Andres Manuel López
Obrador with a score of 64 per
cent. They were followed by
Italian Prime Minister Mario
Draghi (63 per cent), German

Chancellor Angela Merkel (52
per cent), US President Joe
Biden (48 per cent), Australian
PM Scott Morrison (48 per
cent),Canadian PM Justin
Trudeau (45 per cent), UK PM
Boris Johnson (41 per cent),
BrazilianPresident Jaire
Bolsonaro (39 per cent), South
Korean President Moon Jae-
In(38 per cent), Spanish PM
Pedro Sánchez (35 per cent)
and French President
Emmanuel Macron (34). 

No doubt, on September
24 when Modi visits the United
States for a Quad summit,
heis likely to meet President
Biden for bilateral talks on sub-
jects includingAfghanistan for
the first time after Biden rose
to presidency.

There are many reasons
why Modi has achieved glob-
ally what many other Indian

PMs failed to. One of them is
universal farsightedness that he
is credited with. He can fore-
see the challenges lyingahead
and has solutions ready for
them. This quality not only
made himdifferent from his
predecessors but put him
ahead of other top worldlead-
ers.

Take the case of the Covid-
19 pandemic that brought the
world to a standstill last year.
Braving the criticism of the
opposition partiesat home,

Modi emerged as a global
messiah by reaching out to oth-
ercountries with vaccines while
ensuring that the vaccine sup-
ply to Indians was not adverse-
ly affected. If this was not
enough, he turned health into
akey global agenda at the
BRICS summit that he chaired
on September 9.

He "stressed the need for
accelerating 'buildback' by
enhancing speedand accessibil-
ity of vaccination, creating
'resilience' bydiversifying phar-
ma and vaccine production
capacities beyond thedevel-
oped world".

Another major success of
Modi as the host of the BRICS
Summit was his affirmation in
the presence of Chinese
President Xi Jingping about the
global stand against terrorism
and the unprecedented situa-

tion that has dramatically
unfolded in Afghanistan fol-
lowing the withdrawal of
troops by the US.

In the wake of the stand of
Communist China, which has
decided to hobnob with the
Taliban in league with Pakistan
to expand its presence in
Afghanistan not only for com-
mercial interests but also for
secret strategic purposes, a
development that can pose a
serious threat to India, Modi
has been able to tie smartly four
other countries to the New
Delhi Declaration.

The joint resolution under-
lined: "We follow with concern
the latest developments in
Afghanistan. We call for
refraining from violence and
settling the situation by peace-
ful means. We stress the need
to contribute to fostering an

inclusive intra-Afghan dia-
logue so as to ensure stability,
civil peace, law and order in the
country. We condemn in the
strongest terms the terrorist
attacks near the Hamid Karzai
Kabul International Airport
that resulted in a large number
of deaths and injuries. We
underscore the priority of fight-
ing terrorism, including pre-
venting attempts by terrorist
organizations to use Afghan
territory as terrorist sanctuary
and to carry out attacks against
other countries, as well as drug
trade within Afghanistan. We
emphasise the need to address
the humanitarian situation and
to uphold human rights,
including those of women,
children and minorities."

Significantly it also came a
day after Russia and India dis-
cussed coordinating among

themselves on Afghanistan
during NSA-level talks in New
Delhi. The New Delhi declara-
tion also carries a veiled yet
strong warning from Modi to
Pakistan, which is not part of
BRICS but is aligned with
China and has been chiefly
responsible foroverthrowing a
democratically elected and
India-friendly government
inAfghanistan by supporting a
terrorist outfit like the Taliban
militarily.

If China, at the behest of
Pakistan, dares to play any mis-
chief from Afghanistan target-
ing India in future, Modi and
leaders of the three other
nations would have every right
to confront Jinping forviolation
of the agreement. And that
would certainly not be a good
experience for the leaders
either Beijing or Islamabad.
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new varieties require chemical fer-
tilisers and pesticides and there is a
risk of the chemicals seeping into air
and water.

Three crops (rice, wheat and
sugarcane) corner 75 to 80 per cent
of irrigated water.  Diversification of
cropping patterns towards millets,
pulses, oilseeds, horticulture is
needed for more equitable distrib-
ution of water, improving sustain-
able and climate-resilient agriculture
and most important of all, address-
ing the problem of nutrition deficit.
Too much of cereals and sugarcane
at the cost of pulses, fruits and veg-
etables is not good for health.

At a time when some misguid-
ed environmentalists have aligned
with misguided farmers in perpet-
uating over-production of cereals in
an environmentally unsustainable
manner, it is apt to recall the report
released by UN agencies (FAO,
IFAD, WHO, UNICEF, WFP) on
State of Food Security and Nutrition
in the World on July 13, 2020. 

The UN Report has estimated
that if last five years' trends persist,
the number of undernourished
people will exceed 84 crore by
2030 whereas the goal is to reduce
it to zero under SDGs.

Then there is the issue of pol-
lution caused by chemical fertilis-
ers and pesticides. Nitrogen pollu-
tion has implications for global
warming as well.

The farmers were initially
impressed by four-to-ten-fold
increase in productivity of wheat
and rice. They kept on increasing
fertiliser use, particularly of cheap-
er urea. The soil kept losing its nat-
ural health and became 'addicted' to
urea. With the fertiliser use efficien-
cy on the decline, farmers used
more fertiliser (than minimum

required] in the hope of raising
yield. Scientists found that crops
generally use up only 30 per cent of
nitrogen fertilisers sprinkled in the
fields; the rest seeps into the envi-
ronment, harming health and
adding to climate change. 

The “nitrogen use efficiency” of
the global food system integrating
crop and livestock production sys-
tems is very low, just about 15 per
cent. This means that 85 per cent of
nitrogenous chemicals used are
lost to air, groundwater or surface
runoff, threatening the quality of air,
soils, and fresh waters, driving cli-
mate change, and thereby endanger-
ing ecosystems and human-health
(2013 Study).

Nitrous oxide is a particularly
potent greenhouse gas as it is over
300 times more effective at trap-
ping heat in the atmosphere than
carbon dioxide. Agriculture leads
to about 70 per cent of nitrous
oxide emissions in India. Of this,
77 per cent is contributed by fer-
tilisers, mostly urea, according to
the Indian Nitrogen Assessment
published in 2017.

Cereals consume over 69 per
cent of nitrogen fertilisers in India
and fertilizer consumption shows
a continuously growing trend, with
a yearly increase of about six per
cent since 1970.

Concerned about excessive use
of urea and its adverse effect on
environment, a major policy inter-
vention has been introduction of
neem-coated urea — coating of
Neem on urea granules means the
urea does not readily dissolve in
water and the soil gets additional
natural insecticide.

This should help but eventual-
ly we need to gradually return to
chemical-free agriculture.

Obviously, we cannot proceed like
Sri Lanka which banned import of
chemical fertilisers in the face of a
serious shortage of dollars with
them. It has affected food produc-
tion and supply leading to imposi-
tion of emergency.

Chemical-free farming or
organic farming or zero budget nat-
ural farming is yet to pick up in a
big way. Currently, 38 lakh hectares
of cultivable area is organically
farmed by 30 lakh farmers with an
export and domestic demand of
Rs.7,000 crore and Rs.4,400 crore,
respectively. The domestic market
is growing at 17 per cent and the
projected demand of organic food
market is likely to cross Rs. 87.1
crore by 2021 from Rs. 53.3 crore in
2016. The export market size of
organic products has increased by
42 per cent during 2021 compared
to last year and the volume of organ-
ic products exported from April
2020 to February 2021 was  819,250
MT with value of $948 million.

‘Sresta Natural Bioproducts’ is
a sustainable livelihood venture
that has enabled 45,000 farmers turn
to practicing organic farming across
the country. The company has con-
verted two lakh acres of land across
15 states. Over 200 products are sold
in 10,000 stores and exported to 50
countries under the brand name 24
Mantra. A ‘jaivik kheti’ web portal
in fact connects farmers to con-
sumers for better prices.These are
encouraging but still baby steps.
Organic farming, perceived as a fad
of the rich and expensive, cannot
become a mass movement unless
organic products are verifiable
and affordable.

When shall we see a 'mahapan-
chayat' discussing these challenges
before Indian agriculture?
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Beijing: Ahead of the SCO
summit, China on Thursday
said it is ready to have close
communication and coordi-
nation with the bloc’s member
states and jointly work on
Afghanistan to build an open
and inclusive political structure
in the war-torn country con-
trolled by the Taliban.

The eight-member
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) grouping
of China, Russia, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
Uzbekistan, India and Pakistan
will hold its 21st summit on
Friday at Tajikistan’s capital
Dushanbe.

Afghanistan is an observ-
er in the SCO.

The SCO and the
Collective Security Treaty
Organisation (CSTO) com-
prising Russia and Central
Asian States will hold a joint
summit meeting on
Afghanistan.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi along with Chinese

President Xi Jinping would
address the summit via video
link.

Asked about the SCO and
CSTO summit on Afghanistan,
Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Zhao Lijian told a
media briefing here that “the
Afghan situation bears on
regional security and stability“.

“Members of the SCO and
CSTO are all close neighbours
of Afghanistan and they all
actively support the peace and
reconstruction and reconcilia-
tion process in Afghanistan,“
he said.

“China is a member of the
SCO which is ready to have
close communication and
coordination with relevant
countries, jointly work on
Afghanistan to build an open
and inclusive political struc-
ture, adopt moderate and pru-
dent domestic and foreign poli-
cies, make a clean break with
all forms of terrorist groups and
live on friendly terms with
other countries.“

“We are ready to continue
to have good neighbourliness
and friendly cooperation with
Afghanistan, and play a con-
structive role in its peace and
reconstruction,“ he said.

China, which has kept its
embassy open in Kabul along
with Pakistan and Russia, has
maintained close communi-
cation with the Taliban’s inter-
im government though it has
not formally recognised it.

Beijing has announced a
USD 31-million aid for the
war-torn country.

The Taliban seized power
in Afghanistan on August 15,
two weeks before the US’ com-
plete troop withdrawal on
August 31 after a costly two-
decade war. This forced Afghan
President Ashraf Ghani to flee
the country to the UAE. PTI

Paris: France killed the leader
of Islamic State in the Greater
Sahara because the group
attacked French aid workers,
African civilians and US
troops, French officials said
Thursday, calling him “enemy
No. 1“ in protracted anti-ter-
rorism efforts in the Sahel.

French President
Emmanuel Macron announced
the death of Adnan Abu Walid
al-Sahrawi overnight.
According to Macron’’s office,
al-Sahrawi personally ordered
the killing of six French aid
workers and their Nigerien
colleagues last year, and his
group was behind a 2017 attack
that killed U.S. and Niger mil-
itary personnel.

He was killed in a strike by
France’’s Barkhane military
operation “a few weeks ago,“

but authorities waited to be
sure of his identity before mak-
ing the announcement, French
Defense Minister Florence
Parly told RFI radio Thursday.

She did not disclose details
of the operation or where al-
Sahrawi was killed, though the
Islamic State group is active
along the border between Mali
and Niger.

“He was at the origin of
massacres and terror,“ French
Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le
Drian said Thursday on
France-Info radio. He urged
African governments to fill
the void and seize back ground
taken by the Islamic State
extremists.

Rumors of the militant
leader’’s death had circulated
for weeks in Mali, though
authorities in the region had

not confirmed it. It was not
immediately possible to inde-
pendently verify the claim or to
know how the remains had
been identified.

Al-Sahrawi had claimed
responsibility for a 2017 attack
in Niger that killed four U.S.
military personnel and four
people with Niger’’s military.
His group also has abducted
foreigners in the Sahel and is
believed to still be holding
American Jeffrey Woodke, who
was abducted from his home in
Niger in 2016.

The extremist leader was
born in the disputed territory
of Western Sahara and later
joined the Polisario Front.
After spending time in Algeria,
he made his way to northern
Mali where he became an
important figure in the group

known as MUJAO that con-
trolled the major northern
town of Gao in 2012.

A French-led military
operation the following year
ousted Islamic extremists from
power in Gao and other north-
ern cities, though those ele-
ments later regrouped and
again carried out attacks.

The Malian group MUJAO
was loyal to the regional al-
Qaida affiliate. But in 2015, al-
Sahrawi released an audio mes-
sage pledging allegiance to the
Islamic State group in Iraq
and Syria.

France, the region’’s former
colonial power, recently
announced that it would be
reducing its military presence
in the region, with plans to
withdraw 2,000 troops by early
next year. AP
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China said on Thursday that all coun-
tries in South Asia should make

efforts to maintain peace, security and
stability in the region as it reacted to
media reports on India’’s plan to test
nuclear-capable ICBM Agni-V 
ballistic missile, which has a range of
5,000 kms.

“Maintaining peace, security and
stability in South Asia meets the common
interests of all, where China hopes that
all parities would make constructive
efforts,“ Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Zhao Lijian told a media
briefing here, replying to a question about
reports that India plans to test Agni-V
missile.

The missile, with a strike range of
5,000 kms, could reach several Chinese
cities and was expected to significantly
bolster India’’s military prowess.

The missile, which is capable of car-

rying nuclear warhead, has been suc-
cessfully tested five times and is in the
process of induction into the Army. All
the five trials were successful.

Very few countries, including the US,
China, Russia, France and North 
Korea, have intercontinental ballistic
missiles.

“As for whether India can develop
ballistic missiles capable of delivering
nuclear weapons, the UNSCR 1172
already has clear stipulations,“ he said.

The UNSC resolution of 1172 is relat-
ed to 1998 nuclear tests by both India and
Pakistan.

It condemned the nuclear tests con-
ducted by India and by Pakistan and
asked the two countries to refrain from
further nuclear tests. It also urged India
and Pakistan to cease development of bal-
listic missiles capable of delivering nuclear
weapons.

China has come up with similar reac-
tions during past tests of Agni-V by India. 

Colombo: Sri Lanka’s Health
Ministry said patients with the
Black Fungus had been detect-
ed from several areas of the
country amidst the Covid-19
pandemic. Deputy Director
General of Health Services
Hemantha Herath told the
media on Wednesday that the
Black Fungus had been detect-
ed on patients infected with
Covid-19, who were under
treatment in the Colombo
National Hospital, Kurnegala
Hospital and Ratnapura
Hospital, among others, reports
Xinhua news agency.

“The symptoms of this dis-
ease develop depending on the
place where the fungus appears
on the body. The fungus can be
found on the skin, around the
eyes, nose, brain and lungs,“
Herath said. IANS

Auckland: Three mobile vac-
cine buses launched in New
Zealand’s Auckland city on
Thursday to help people fasten
their Covid-19 vaccination.

According to local media,
12 such buses in total convert-
ed from airport Park and Ride
vehicles will be provided to
suburbs where access to vacci-
nations is more difficult,
reports Xinhua news agency.

The converted black and
orange airport buses have vac-
cination signs posted on their
sides. One reads “Roll up your
sleeves, Auckland“, and anoth-
er “Vaccinate for Auckland“.

Auckland is experiencing
the fifth consecutive week of
Level 4 lockdown, the longest
period since Covid-19 out-
break in the country. IANS

Washington: The US, the UK, and Australia
have announced the creation of a new tri-
lateral security partnership.

US President Joe Biden, British Prime
Minister Boris Johnson, and Australian
Prime Minister Scott Morrison made the
announcement during a virtual event,
reports Xinhua news agency.

In a joint statement, the three govern-
ments said the partnership, called “AUKUS“,
will help “significantly deepen cooperation
on a range of security and defence capa-
bilities“.

The first initiative under AUKUS will
be delivering a nuclear-powered submarine
fleet for Australia and the three countries
will spend as many as 18 months discussing
how this capability will be delivered,
according to the statement.

Australia intends to build the sub-
marines in Adelaide, a coastal city in the
country’s south, in cooperation with the UK
and the US, Morrison said in his remarks.

IANS

Beijing: Three people were
killed and 60 others injured on
Thursday after a powerful 6.0-
magnitude earthquake jolted
Luxian county in China’s
Sichuan province, authorities
said.

China Earthquake
Administration has dispatched
a work team to guide on-site
disaster relief work, reports
xinhua news agency.

A total of 890 commanders
and fighters from nearby fire-
fighting and rescue brigades
have been mobilised, while
another 4,600 rescue workers
are on standby.

There were a total of 737
collapsed houses, 72 houses
with serious damage, while
7,290 with damage to some
extent.

Collapsed walls and hous-
es were seen on the way to rain-
battered Jiaming township in
the epicentre area.

Electricity in most of the
houses in the town has been
suspended.

Amid heavy rain in Fuji
township, rescue workers were
going door to door searching
for people in the damaged
houses and moving them to

temporary shelters.
More than 6,900 affected

residents have been relocated,
and over 10,000 people were
shifted to temporary shelters as
of early Thursday morning,
according to the local govern-
ment.

According to the China
Earthquake Networks Centre,
the earthquake occurred at
4.33 a.m.

The epicentre was moni-
tored at 29.2 degrees north lat-
itude and 105.34 degrees east
longitude. The quake struck at
a depth of 10 km.

Approved by the provincial
government, the earthquake
relief headquarters of Sichuan
has activated a level-II
response, the second highest in
China’s four-tier earthquake
emergency response system.

Some telecommunication
base stations and cables were
damaged.

The Luzhou high-speed
railway station has been closed,
according to railway authori-
ties.

All coal mines have been
ordered to halt underground
operations and evacuate min-
ers in shafts. IANS
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Ateam of international
researchers has developed

an artificial intelligence (AI)
tool that can predict how much
extra oxygen a Covid-19
patient might need during hos-
pital care.

To check the accuracy of
the AI tool, it was tested out in
a number of hospitals across
five continents.

The results showed it pre-
dicted the oxygen needed with-
in 24 hours of a patient’’s
arrival in the emergency
department, with a sensitivity
of 95 per cent and a specifici-
ty of over 88 per cent.

The outcomes of around
10,000 Covid-19  patients from
across the world were analysed
in the study published in the
journal Nature Medicine on
Thursday.

The technique, known as
federated learning, used an
algorithm to analyse chest X-
rays and electronic health data
from hospital patients with
Coronavirus symptoms.

To maintain strict patient
confidentiality, the patient data
was fully anonymised and an

algorithm was sent to each hos-
pital so no data was shared or
left its location.

Once the algorithm had
‘learned’ from the data, the
analysis was brought together
to build the AI tool.

“Federated learning has
transformative power to bring
AI innovation to the clinical
workflow,“ said Professor Fiona
Gilbert, from the University of
Cambridge in the UK, who led
the study.

“Usually in artificial intel-
ligence development, when
you create an algorithm on one
hospital’’s data, it doesn’’t work
well at any other hospital,“
said study first author Ittai
Dayan, from Mass General
Bingham in the US.

By developing the model
using objective, multimodal
data from different continents,
the researchers were able to
build a generalisable model
that can help frontline physi-
cians worldwide.

Bringing together collabo-
rators across North and South
America, Europe and Asia, the
study took just two weeks of AI
‘learning’ to achieve high-qual-
ity predictions.

London: A link between
changes in the menstrual cycle
and Covid-19  vaccination is
plausible, and must be investi-
gated, according to an editor-
ial published in the peer-
reviewed British Medical
Journal today.

In the editorial, Victoria
Male, a reproductive specialist
at Imperial College London,
UK noted that periods or unex-
pected vaginal bleeding are
not listed as common side
effects of Covid-19  vaccina-
tion.

Over 30,000 such reports
had been made to the UK
Medicines and Healthcare
Products Regulatory Agency
(MHRA) surveillance scheme
for adverse drug reactions by
September 2, she said.

The expert, however, noted
most people find that their
period returns to normal the
following cycle and, impor-
tantly, there is no evidence that
Covid-19  vaccination adverse-
ly affects fertility.

“One important lesson is
that the effects of medical
interventions on menstruation
should not be an afterthought
in future research,“ Ms Male
said. MHRA states that its sur-
veillance data does not support

a link between changes to
menstrual periods and 
Covid-19  vaccines, since the
number of reports is low in
relation to both the number of
people vaccinated and the
prevalence of menstrual disor-
ders generally.

However, Ms Male said
the way in which data is col-
lected makes firm conclusions
difficult.

She argues in the editorial
that approaches better
equipped to compare rates of
menstrual changes in vacci-
nated versus unvaccinated pop-
ulations are needed.

Reports of menstrual
changes after Covid-19  vacci-
nation have been made for both
mRNA and adenovirus-vec-
tored vaccines, she said.

This suggest that, if there is
a connection, it is likely to be
a result of the immune
response to vaccination, rather
than to a specific vaccine com-
ponent, Ms Male said.

The editorial also noted
that the menstrual cycle may be
affected by the body’s immune
response to the virus itself, with
one study showing menstrual
disruption in around a 
quarter of women infected
withS-CoV-2. IANS

Kabul: More than 634,000
Afghans have been internally
displaced by conflicts in 2021,
the UN Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs (OCHA) in the war-
torn nation said on Thursday.

A total of 634,800 people
had been verified as having
been displaced by conflicts as
of September 12, 2021, out of
which 282,246 displaced peo-
ple had received assistance,
Xinhua news agency quoted
the OCHA as saying in a
report.

The report came as the
security situation in
Afghanistan has remained sta-
ble since the Taliban’s takeover
of the country in mid-August.

Afghan officials and
humanitarian agencies have
expressed concern over the
living condition of the dis-
placed families in the country
since the it affected the life of
women and children as they do
not have access to health facil-
ities and schooling.

More than 28,000 Afghans
have been also affected by nat-
ural disasters across
Afghanistan starting this year,
according to the figures pro-
vided by OCHA.

On Monday, UN
Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres said the possibility of
a complete economic collapse
in Afghanistan was “serious“
and highlighted an urgent need
for funding support at a high-
level ministerial meeting on
Afghanistan’s humanitarian sit-
uation in Geneva.

On Tuesday, the UN
appealed to the countries
pledging $1.2 billion in relief
for Afghanistan to take action
quickly. IANS
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While the security situation
in Afghanistan has

remained stable since the
Taliban takeover in August, the
country is now facing eco-
nomic and humanitarian chal-
lenges, with its people longing
for a better life and the new
Government calling for inter-
national assistance.

There has been no major
security incident or armed
clashes since August 15 when
Taliban took over 33 of the
country’s 34 provinces, except
a deadly suicide bomb blast and
shooting outside the Kabul
International Airport, which
killed over 170 Afghan civilians
and 13 US soldiers, while injur-
ing nearly 200 others, Xinhua

news agency reported.
On September 6, the

Taliban announced that its
fighters had captured Panjshir,
the only province that had
remained out of the group’s
control, days after sporadic
clashes were reported in the
mountainous province.

There were no civilian
casualties during the fighting in
Panjshir, Taliban spokesper-
son Zabihullah Mujahid said,
adding that electricity and
internet service would resume
in the province soon.

No major clashes have
been reported in Panjshir since
then, although the so-called
National Resistance Front of
Afghanistan led by Ahmad
Massoud, the son of former
anti-Taliban leader Ahmad

Shah Massoud, has denied the
Taliban’s claim of capturing
Panjshir.

“The war is over, and inse-
curity and fighting are not a
concern among the Afghans
anymore,“ Mujahid said.

Afghanistan would soon
have a regular army to defend
the country, Taliban’s army
chief of staff Qari Fasihuddin
said Wednesday.

“Afghanistan would have a
regular, disciplined and strong
army in near future to defend
and protect the country and
consultations in this field con-
tinue,“ Fasihuddin said at a
gathering in Kabul, adding
members of the proposed army
would be well-trained and dis-
ciplined to defend and protect
Afghanistan.
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The Taliban have handed
over about $12.3 million

cash and some gold to Da
Afghanistan Bank (DAB), the
country’s central bank, a state-
ment said on Thursday.

The cash and gold bars
found from the houses of for-
mer administration’s officials
and local offices of former
government’s intelligence
agency have been returned to
Da Afghanistan Bank’s trea-
sury, Xinhua news agency
quoted the statement as saying.

“The officials of Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan by
handing over the assets to
national treasury proved their
commitment to transparen-
cy,“ it added.
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New Delhi: Pakistan Prime
Minister Imran Khan said that
his country had to endure a
“terrible” relationship with the
US which turned out to be dis-
astrous for Islamabad.

In an interview with CNN,
Khan also called out the US for
repeatedly accusing Pakistan of
harbouring terrorists, Dawn
news reported.

“What are these safe
havens? The area of Pakistan
along the border of
Afghanistan had the heaviest
surveillance by the US drones,
surely they would have known
if there were any safe havens?“

The premier said that
Pakistan was unable to take
military action against the
Afghan Taliban because they
were not attacking Pakistan.

“Pakistan had its own
internal matters to look at, such
as attacks from the Tehreek-i-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP).”
IANS
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Prospects are brightening for
the Indian economy achiev-

ing "escape velocity" from the
pandemic as the second wave
of Covid-19 wanes and pre-
paredness for future remains
on war-alert status, according
to an RBI bulletin published on
Thursday.

An article on the state of
the economy, published in the
September bulletin, said aggre-
gate demand is gaining firmer
ground, while on the supply
side, IIP and core industries
mirror improvement in indus-
trial activity and services sec-
tor indicators point towards

sustained recovery.
"In August, we believe that

India passed a turning point
which consolidates and thrives
come September," said the arti-
cle authored by a team lead by
RBI Deputy Governor Michael
Debabrata Patra.

It further said the trajec-
tory of inflation is shifting
down more favourably than
anticipated.

"As pandemic scars heal
and supply conditions are
restored with productivity
gains, a sustained easing of core
inflation can be expected,
which will reinforce the
growth-supportive stance of
monetary policy," it said.
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Amidst concerns raised by
brokers’ association 
and FPIs over the imple-

mentation of the shorter set-
tlement system, Sebi chairman
Ajay Tyagi on Thursday said
the T+1 (trade plus one day)
settlement cycle is in the inter-
est of all market participants.

T+1 means that market
trade-related settlements will
need to be cleared within one
day of the actual transactions
taking place. Currently, trades
on the Indian stock exchanges
are settled in two working days
after the transaction is done
(T+2). "Early settlement will be
good for all market partici-
pants. It is in the interest of
everyone," Tyagi said in an
event organized by the
Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII).

The Securities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebi),
earlier this month, allowed
exchanges to move to the T+1
settlement cycle on an option-
al basis.
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Niti Aayog Vice Chairman
Rajiv Kumar on Thursday

emphasised the need to reduce
carbon footprint in urbanisa-
tion and said urban India will
be powering the country’s eco-
nomic growth.

Releasing a report on
‘Reforms In Urban Planning’,
he said there is a compelling
need to plug the gaps in urban-
planning capacity in the coun-
try. Otherwise, a huge oppor-
tunity for rapid, sustainable and
equitable growth would be at
risk of being missed, he added.

Kumar also highlighted
the shortage of town planners,
saying experts are needed to
provided services to about
4,700 urban local bodies.

There is a need to build
smart and carbon positive cities
with a view to reduce carbon
footprint, he noted.

Speaking on the occasion,
Housing and Urban Affairs
Secretary Durga Shankar
Mishra said urban planning

holds the key for economic
development and optimum
utilisation of available infra-
structure, especially in sectors
like water, sanitation, health-
care and education.

Niti Aayog CEO Amitabh
Kant said urbanisation is the
driving force of the Indian
economy, adding that the coun-
try has reached a turning point
in its transformation.

This is the first time in the
history of India that the ques-
tion of urban planning capac-
ity has been dealt with in-
depth, Kant said about the
report.
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Market benchmark Sensex
scaled the 59,000-mark

for the first time on Thursday
as investors remained in risk-
on mode following the gov-
ernment’s policy support mea-
sures for various sectors. 

Advancing for the third
consecutive session, the 30-
share BSE index climbed
417.96 points or 0.71 per cent
to its new closing peak of
59,141.16. It touched an intra-
day record of 59,204.29.

Similarly, the broader NSE
Nifty surged 110.05 points or
0.63 per cent to finish at its
fresh lifetime high of 17,629.50.
During the session, it scaled an
all-time peak of 17,644.60.

IndusInd Bank was the top
gainer in the Sensex pack,
spurting 7.34 per cent, fol-
lowed by ITC, SBI, Reliance
Industries, Kotak Bank, ICICI
Bank and Axis Bank. 

In contrast, TCS, Tata
Steel, Tech Mahindra, Bharti
Airtel, HCL Tech and Dr

Reddy’s were among the lag-
gards, slipping up to 1.32 per
cent. 

"Driven by reforms, the
Indian market kept raising its
bar and traded to new record
highs.

Today’s market rally was
driven by strong buying in
Banking stocks especially in
PSBs. 

The banking sector is
expected to perform well in the
coming days as the sector
which failed to fairly participate
in the ongoing rally due to fear
over asset quality is gaining
traction.  

"Asian markets traded
with cuts as the fall in Chinese
property stocks pushed Asian
stocks down while European
markets traded with positive
sentiments," said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services.  

S Ranganathan, Head of
Research at LKP Securities,
said, "Ahead of the opera-
tionalisation of the National
Asset Reconstruction
Company (NARCL), banks
provided the much needed
ammunition to the bulls to
notch up record highs of 59K
on the Sensex. The charge of
the energised bulls took India’s
market capitalisation ahead of
France as PSU banks lent the

firepower." 
BSE bankex was the

biggest sectoral gainer, jumping
2.12 per cent, followed by ener-
gy, finance, FMCG and oil &
gas indices. Metal, teck, IT
and basic materials were
among the losers. 

In the broader market,
the BSE midcap and smallcap
gauges rose up to 0.48 per
cent. 

Asian equities sank after
liquidity crisis at Chinese real
estate major Evergrande Group
fanned fears of a broader con-
tagion. 

Bourses in Shanghai, Seoul,
Tokyo and Hong Kong ended
with significant losses.

However, equities in
Europe were trading with
robust gains in mid-session
deals. 

Meanwhile, international
oil benchmark Brent crude
rose 0.16 per cent to USD
75.58 per barrel. 

The rupee slipped 2 paise
to close at 73.52 against the US
currency on Thursday, tracking
a strengthening greenback in
the overseas markets.

Foreign institutional
investors (FIIs) were net buy-
ers in the capital markets as
they purchased shares worth Rs
232.84 crore on Wednesday, as
per provisional exchange data.
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Electric vehicle manufactur-
ers’ body SMEV on

Thursday said the production-
linked incentive (PLI) scheme
for auto and auto-components
will build a self-sustaining
framework for the e-mobility
industry. 

The Union Cabinet has on
Wednesday approved a �
26,058 crore PLI scheme for
auto, auto-components and
drone industries to enhance
India’s manufacturing capabil-
ities.

The scheme will incen-
tivise the emergence of
advanced automotive tech-
nologies’ global supply chain in
India, with incentives worth
around �26,000 crore to be
provided to the industry over
the next five years. 

The scheme is especially
beneficial for existing large
players engaged in the auto-
motive business and new
entrants, as it will renew the
interest of traditional players
and motivate them to invest in

the sector, Society of
Manufacturers of Electric
Vehicles (SMEV) Director-
General Sohinder Gill said in
a statement. 

It is estimated that over
the five years, the PLI scheme
for the automobile and auto
components industry will lead
to a fresh investment of over �
42,500 crore, incremental pro-
duction of over �2.3 lakh crore
and will create additional
employment opportunities of
over 7.5 lakh jobs.  The move
will strengthen the manufac-
turing ecosystem and build a
self-sustaining framework for
the e-mobility industry, Gill
noted. However, he said, most
of the existing small and medi-
um OEMs engaged in the EV
automotive business and new
startups may not be able to
qualify for the scheme and will
have to operate under the
existing norms. Policies sup-
ported by fiscal and non-fiscal
incentives are the pillars that
drive consumer sentiment and
accelerate the adoption of new
products in the market, he said.
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India is the second-largest
technology hub for Amazon

globally and its teams are pow-
ering innovations not only for
customers in the country but
globally as well, a top compa-
ny executive said on Thursday.

Speaking at Amazon
India Career Day, Amazon
Global Senior Vice President
and Country Head India Amit
Agarwal said the e-commerce
company employs over one
lakh professionals in India
across diverse areas from engi-
neering, supply chain, content
creation, marketing, video and
others.  "India is also the sec-
ond-largest technology hub for

Amazon globally, with some of
the most talented software
developers, product managers,
machine learning scientists,
and research scientists as part
of the team," he said.

The teams are powering
innovations not only for India,
but also for customers global-
ly, building services that prac-
tically touch every aspect of the
customer journey with
Amazon, he added.

Agarwal cited the example
of its team in Bengaluru that
has built a cloud-based ware-
house management system to
help sellers streamline their
warehouse operations, and ship
orders to customers fast and
reliably.
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The GST Council, chaired by
Finance Minister Nirmala

Sitharaman, will meet on
Friday, which among other
things may review tax rate of
over four-dozen items and
extend till December 31, tax
concessions on 11 Covid drugs.

Also, taxing petrol and
diesel under the single nation-
al GST tax and a proposal to
treat food delivery apps such
as Zomato and Swiggy as
restaurants and levy a 5 per
cent GST tax on supplies
made by them would be taken
up by the Council at its meet-
ing in Lucknow on September
17.

"Finance Minister Smt
@nsitharaman will chair the
45th GST Council meeting at
11 AM in Lucknow tomorrow.
The meeting will be attended
by MOS Shri @mppchaudhary
besides Finance Ministers of
States & UTs and Senior offi-
cers from Union Government
& States," the Finance Ministry
tweeted.

The Council, comprising

central and state finance min-
isters, will deliberate on the
proposal of extending the exist-
ing concessional tax rate struc-
ture on Amphotericin B,
Tocilizumab, Remdesivir and
anti-coagulants like Heparin,
till December 31, 2021, from
the present September 30.

Tax rate on Amphotericin
B, Tocilizumab was cut to ‘Nil’,
while Remdesivir and Heparin
was reduced to 5 per cent in
June 2021.

The Council on Friday
may also discuss the proposal
of reducing GST from 12 per
cent to 5 per cent to seven more
drugs till December 31, 2021.
These are Itolizumab,
Posaconazole, Infliximab,
Bamlanivimab & Etesevimab,
Casirivimab & Imdevimab, 2-
Deoxy-D-Glucose and
Favipiravir.

To curb tax evasion, the
proposal to make the food
delivery platforms like Swiggy
and Zomato liable to pay the
Goods and Services Tax on
restaurant services supplied
through them would also be
considered by the Council.
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Mumbai:The rupee closed
marginally lower at 73.52
against the American cur-
rency on Thursday, tracking
a rebound in the US dollar
index.

Forex traders said a bull-
ish trend in the domestic
equities and sustained foreign
fund inflows supported the
local unit, but firm crude oil
prices and stronger dollar
against key currencies
weighed on overall sentiment.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the domes-
tic currency opened flat at
73.51, witnessed an intra-day
high of 73.34 and a low of
73.52 against the American
currency during day trade.
The local unit finally settled
for the day at 73.52, down 2
paise over its previous
close.Meanwhile, the dollar
index, which gauges the
greenback’s strength against a
basket of six currencies, was
trading 0.24%higher at 92.77.
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From an office built to bring
people closer to collaborate

and have an in-person engage-
ment, the pandemic, by bring-
ing work from home (WFH) in
vogue, has apparently pushed
organisations to rejig their
working styles to meet social
distancing norms. Virtual work-
ing has become the de-facto
model. As the industry struggles
to find a balance and experi-
ments with hybrid models, on
the brighter side, the Indian
workforce has slowly started to
adapt itself to strike a work-life
balance with the new condi-
tions. 

A Godrej group’s research,
named ‘The little things we do’,
revealed how professionals
across all age-groups have bal-
anced working from home with
their personal lives. During the
first nationwide lockdown,
working professionals strug-
gled to manage their work
deadlines and household chores.
For some, it was challenging,
while others chose to adapt and
adjust to it.

The study found that
nationally on the personal front,
working from home has helped
more than one in three persons
to spend more time with fami-
ly due to the removal of the long
commute time to their work-
place. This trend wasn’t far off
from the expected lines in met-
ros and tier one cities like
Mumbai, Bengaluru, Pune, and
Kolkata. However, tier two cities
such as Lucknow and Kanpur
(56 per cent), Kochi (46 per
cent) reported better figures
than the national average. 

Connect this insight with
the MoveInSync study of 2018-
19 which found that, on an aver-
age, Indians spend seven per
cent of their day commuting to
the office, and the picture
becomes clearer. Similarly,
Uber’s Movement data in 2020
pointed out that an average
Mumbaikar wastes about 11
days stuck in traffic each year.
With working from home, these
are the precious hours earned
back by people. The choice,
therefore, is between utilising
this time for enhancing produc-
tivity, spending time with fam-
ily and friends, or exploring cre-
ative pursuits. 

It was also found that more
than one in five have explored
their creative side and nur-
tured it to become home-cooks,
painters, sketchers and pursue
other hobbies. But one of the
most delightful insights was
the movement towards freshly
cooked food. Over 45 per cent
of people said that now they
loved indulging in little plea-
sures like freshly cooked break-
fast every day. For mental health
and stress management, 29 per
cent of respondents took regu-
lar breaks throughout the day to
de-stress themselves.

As we are at the crossroads
of deciding whether work from
home would continue or there

would be a hybrid model as the
impact of the pandemic wanes,
we must take a pause and eval-
uate the benefits.

As many as there are ben-
efits of adopting a work from
home model, there are also
numerous impediments that it
causes. For instance, circadian
rhythms of co-workers is an
inherent lacuna of the WFH
model. People are susceptible to
household distractions and it
puts the onus on employees to
create a conducive environ-
ment that helps them focus on
their work goals.

With work from home
becoming a day to day affair for
the working force, only 19 per
cent of people who participat-
ed in the research reported
that they have improved at
work efficiency and end tasks
within the stipulated working
hours. Additionally, only 16
per cent consider that working
from home has assisted them in
increasing their time-manage-
ment skills. 

For Asian countries, and
especially India, perhaps WFH
may not a very conducive
model. The Indian workforce,
traditionally and culturally, has
always valued social interac-
tions. However, they were thrust
involuntarily towards the model
with little time to adjust to the
changed environment, trigger-
ing a feeling of social isolation
due to the touch-less and face-
less work environment.

An independent study,
authored by Michael Gibbs
from Chicago Booth,
Friederike Mengel and
Christoph Siemroth from
University of Essex have vali-
dated this phenomenon. The
team surveyed 10,000 employ-
ees of an unnamed major IT
company based in Asia over 17
months before and during work
from home trend set in.The pri-
mary finding was that total
work hours by an employee
surged by about 30 per cent in
order to achieve the same goals
set in pre-WFH period.

Responsible organisations,
therefore, are exploring a
hybrid model or adopting a
wait-and-watch policy towards
resuming entry to offices.
Meanwhile, they have stepped
in with the necessary support
for mental and physical health
of their employees through
various programmes and initia-
tives. Similarly, employees, too,
are slowly adjusting to the
changing environment by
doing little things which can
help them attain a work-life
balance.

But only time will time tell
whether the hybrid model will
prove to be successful in India
or will we revert to the tradi-
tional model of offline office
environment.

(The author is the vice
president of Godrej Industries

Limited and Associate
Companies.)

Countries in South Asia,
while having their own

peculiarities, share common
cultures and ways of life. The
norms and values of Hinduism,
Islam, Buddhism and Sikhism
are deeply rooted in South
Asian societies. Although the
number of followers of these
religious and cultural main-
stays vary from country to
country, their presence and
influence in local arts, cultures
and traditions, are distinctly
visible in every country and
society in the region. Nepal,
too, has its unique geography,
history and cultural heritage,
and still is an integral part of
the broader cultural history
and tradition of the Indian sub-
continent. 

While being parts of
broader South Asian culture,
Nepal and India share a special
bond and similarity in cultur-
al tradition. They are so close-
ly knit by social life and cultur-
al tradition that nobody can
imagine them apart. Both have
made great contributions in
enriching religious and cultur-
al heritage in this region, and
beyond. 

Lord Buddha for instance,
born in Nepal, has left his foot-
prints not only in South Asia
but all over the world. Another
example is Sita, the daughter of
Nepal, who was married to
Ram, the crown prince of
Ayodhya in India, has made a
special place in the hearts of
Hindus living anywhere in the
world. The contributions made
by Indian philosophers and

saints need no further elabora-
tion. It is these great personal-
ities of this region that have
helped evolve, develop and
spread the cultural heritage that
is proudly known today as
South Asian culture.

The cultural links between
Nepal and India have many
facets. Religion is, perhaps,
the most important factor, and
plays a predominant role in
shaping the cultural relations
between these two countries.
This is manifested in the large
number of people from both
countries visiting each other’s
countries for pilgrimage.
Thousands of Nepalese nation-
als visit pilgrimage sites in
India every year. The char
dham yatra (visit of four dhams
in India, viz.
Badrinath/Kedarnath in
Uttarakhand, Jagannath (Puri)
in Orissa, Rameshwaram in
Tamilnadu, and Dwarka in
Gujarat) is a life-time aspiration
of almost all Hindus. There are
many other places in India
which are considered sacred
sites by Nepalese people. They
include Haridwar, Rishikesh,
Varanasi, Gaya, Vaishnodevi,
and many more. Similarly,
there are a number of religious
sites in Nepal which are con-

sidered very sacred and impor-
tant, and are attractions as
‘must visit’ religious destina-
tions for Indian nationals. Such
sites include Pashupatinath in
Kathmandu, Lumbini (the
birth-place of Buddha) in
Rupandehi district, Ram-
Janaki temple in Janakpur (the

birth place of Janak and Sita),
and many more. As the people
of both countries share com-
mon religious faiths and
philosophies, and revere and
worship the same gods and
incarnations, their cultural ties
are very strong and insepara-
ble.

Except for the seamless
exposure to the cultures, these
countries also share a lot of tra-
ditions and ways of doing
things. Following Indian tradi-
tions, Nepal is catching up
quickly on the use of orna-
ments that are given religious
and symbolic importance like
rudraksha, mangalsutra, et al.
Mangalsutras are getting a lot of
attention and being used in
marriages across Nepal. The
trend was started by a Nepali
actress with a special piece
designed for her wedding day to
give a meaningful, unique and
relevant touch to modern day
brides that has changed the
game for this piece of jewellery
amongst Nepalese women and
abroad. This tradition is riding
a big wave in Nepal and will give
rise for many more to come. 

Another component of
Nepal-India cultural relations
is cinemas and music. Indian
movies are popular in Nepal;
and so is Indian music.
Similarly, Nepali cinemas and
music are popular in India,
especially in places with con-
centration of the people of
Nepalese origin, mainly in
Northern and North-eastern
India.

Between Nepal and India,

there have been frequent
exchanges of ideas, personali-
ties and groups of people rep-
resenting the areas of art, cul-
ture, music, literature and
sports. These kinds of events
are not limited to government
entities alone, but are taking
place even more at the grass-
root level. Nepal’s diverse cul-
tural heritage of dance and
music (both classical and folk),
theatre, fine arts, and sports
have been interacting with
their counterparts in India,
and have been contributing to
foster friendly ties and gener-
ate a better understanding and
appreciation of each other’s
traditions. Every facet of art
and culture has become a way
of life, and is expressed in carv-
ings, paintings, architecture,
sculptures and performing arts
like music, cinema and dance.
Every form of art in these
countries is heavily influenced
by the respective religious tra-
ditions and mythologies, and
has helped shape religious
norms and values in Nepal and
India.

Having a seamless expo-
sure to both the countries’ tra-
ditions, cultures and ways of
life; these two will have better
mutual understanding. These
waves, including religion, tra-
ditions, clothing and jewellery,
will surely promote the exist-
ing ties and enhance the Indian
touch reaching Nepal. 

(The author is the founder
and CEO of Kajal Naina Fine
Jewellery, a Hong Kong-based

jewellery store.)

We all experience back pain and now it has become one of the most com-
mon issues especially due to the increased work-from-home situation.
Also, continuously sitting in front of our laptops can further make your

back feel sore. While many of us continue to live with back pain, the consequences
cannot be good. It not only disrupts our daily lives but also holds us back from
doing the things we love. The good news is there are some simple stretches that
you can incorporate in your daily routine to help ease your back pain— ur back
pain, as follows:

Child’s pose/ prayer stretch
Rejuvenating both the body and mind. Its great for relieving tension in the

lower back and lengthening the entire spine. 
How to do – Start on all fours. Ensure your knees are hip width apart and

toes together. Now with palms facing towards the floor, extend your hands in
front of you while pushing your hips back toward your heels

until you feel a mild stretch in the back. Hold
this position for 30 seconds. >
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Cat/ cow stretch
This pose is ideal for those dealing with

back pain and helps to improve posture and
balance.

How to do – Start on all fours with your
hands in line with your shoulders and your
knees beneath your hips. Now exhale and
gently arch your back like a cat. Hold for 10
seconds and move back to normal position.
Repeat 20 times and remember to move
slowly in between movements.

Knee-to-chest stretch
Ideal for lower back muscles and helps relieve

pressure on the spinal nerves. 
How to do – Start by lying on your back with

your knees bent and feet flat on the floor. Keeping
your core tight and back pressed against the floor,
lift your right knee and press it towards your chest
using both hands. Hold for a few seconds and return
to the starting position.
Now repeat with the
other leg. 

Cobra stretch
This stretch is beneficial if you are looking to

decrease the stiffness in your lower back.
How to do – Lie down flat on the floor on

your belly. Place your palms flat on the ground
directly under your shoulders and press your
elbows against your ribs. Now inhale and slow-
ly stretch your arms while lifting your chest
from the floor. Ensure
your lower back
is relaxed.
Hold for 10
seconds and release. 

Lower back rotational stretch
This increases flexibility in your lower back.
How to do – Begin by lying on the floor with your knees bent. Now keep-

ing your shoulders firmly on the ground, take both your knees are roll it over
to the right side. Hold for a few seconds and return to the starting position.
Repeat on the other side.

Pelvis stretch
A simple way to improve flexibility and

release tight muscles.
How to do - Lie on your back with knees

bent and hands by your sides. While tightening
your abdominal and buttock muscles, push your
pelvis upwards. Hold for a few seconds and relax.

Shoulder blade squeeze
An easy way to improve

your posture. 
How to do – Stand
straight  with your
arms by your sides.
Now squeeze your
shoulder  blades
together and hold for
a few seconds. Release
and repeat f ive-10
times. 

Bridge
Benefits your

hamstrings, lower
back and abs. It is
also great for people
suffering from back,
hip, or knee pain.

How to do – Start
by lying on the floor
with your knees bent.
Now raise your hips
till your knees to your
shoulders are in line.
Hold this position for five seconds and return to the starting
position. Repeat three-four times.

Side bend stretch
Helps to strengthen the intercostal muscles which sup-

ports the ribs.
How to do – Stand upright with your

feet, hip-width apart and hands down
your side. Now raise your right arm
overhead and bend your upper body to
the left. You should feel the stretch along

the side. Hold for 10-15 seconds and return to
the starting position. Repeat on the other side. 

(The author is a fitness expert at
Meenakshi, an eclectic Delhi-based fit-

ness platform.)

HAVE YOUR BACK
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Virat Kohli on Thursday
announced he will step
down as India’s T20 skip-

per after the T20 World Cup in
UAE but will continue to lead the
side in ODIs and Test cricket, a
decision that paves the way for
Rohit Sharma to captain in the
shortest format.

“I’ve decided to step down as
the T20 captain after this T20
World Cup in Dubai in October,”
the 32-year-old Kohli, who is
here to compete in the IPL that
resumes on Sunday, said in a state-
ment posted on his Twitter page.
“Understanding workload is a
very important thing and consid-
ering my immense workload over
the last 8-9 years playing all three
formats and captaining regularly
for last five to six years, I feel I need
to give myself space to be fully
ready to lead Indian team in Test
and ODI cricket,” Kohli explained.

For some time, there has
been speculation surrounding
Kohli’s future as white-ball captain
especially in the backdrop of
Rohit’s brilliant track record of
winning five IPL titles for Mumbai
Indians.

The 34-year-old Rohit is
Kohli’s deputy in the white-ball
formats and is most likely to take
up the leadership role when India
clashes with New Zealand in a
home series in November that will
feature three T20 Internationals
along with two Test matches.

BCCI Secretary Jay Shah,
in a statement issued by the
Board after Kohli’s announce-
ment, said the body has been
in discussion with Kohli for a
while now.

“We have a clear
roadmap for Team
India. Considering
the workloads
and ensuring
that we have
smooth transi-
tion, Mr Virat
Kohli has
decided to
step down as
T20I Captain
after the
u p c o m i n g
World Cup,”
Shah said.  “I have
been in discussions
with Virat and the
leadership team for
the last six months
and the decision has

been thought through. “Virat will
continue to contribute as a play-
er and as a senior member of the
side in shaping the future course
of Indian cricket,” he added.

Kohli took over India’s limit-
ed-overs captaincy in 2017, suc-
ceeding Mahendra Singh Dhoni. 

“I have given my everything
to the Team during my time as
T20 captain 

and I will continue to do so for
the T20 captain and will contin-
ue to do so for the T20 team as a
batsman moving forward,” he
further added.

The decision, Kohli said, was
taken after consulting head coach
Ravi Shastri, his heir apparent
Rohit, BCCI President Sourav
Ganguly and secretary Jay Shah.
The T20 World Cup starts on
October 17 and Kohli will be
under intense pressure to deliver
the trophy. “Of course, arriving at
this decision took a lot of time.
After 

a lot of contemplation and dis-
cussions with my close people,
Ravi bhai and also Rohit, who have
been an essential part of the lead-
ership group...,” Kohli stated.

“I have also spoken to the sec-
retary Mr Jay Shah and president
of BCCI Mr Sourav Ganguly
along with the selectors about the
same. 

I will continue to serve Indian
cricket and Indian cricket team to
the best of my ability,” Kohli said.

Kohli has played 90 T20
Internationals scor-

ing 3159 runs with
28 fifties and cap-

tained India in 45 of
those games winning
27 and losing 14.

He has a winning
percentage of 65.11.

“I have been fortu-
nate enough to
not only repre-
sent India but
also lead the
Indian cricket
team to my
utmost capa-
bility,” the
flamboyant
star batsman
said. “I
thank every-
one who has
supported me
in my  jour-
ney as the
captain of the
Indian crick-

et team.
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India will not be touring New
Zealand later in the year due

to a packed calendar and
COVID-19 related restrictions.

India would have had to
quarantine for 14 days to play
three ODIs as part of the World
Cup Super League.

A New Zealand Cricket
(NZC) spokesperson confirmed
to Stuff that the India games will
be played after the T20 World
Cup in Australia next year. New
Zealand anyway are scheduled to
tour India in November for two
Tests and three T20s. 

New Zealand will be hosting
Bangladesh, The Netherlands
and South Africa in the summer
besides the seven teams in

Women’s World Cup in March-
April.

The Tests against
Bangladesh and South Africa are
part of the World Test
Championship.

“We’ve got to be mindful of
players coming back from a
long winter and we’ve got to give
them time at home as well,” NZC
chief executive David White
said.

The Black Caps will under-
go 14 days of managed isolation
and quarantine (MIQ) after
returning from India just before
Christmas. That won’t 

allow NZC to host the
Boxing Day Test on December
26 and the opener 

against Bangladesh could
begin on December 28 or later.
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India’s Swastika Ghosh defeat-
ed compatriot Yashaswini

Ghorphade 3-2 in what tuned
out to be a gripping Under-19
girls final of the WTT (World
Table Tennis)  Contender event
in Tunis, Tunisia.

However, a little while
before, the silver medallist
Yashaswini won gold in the
Under-17 girls final, beating
Egyptian Farida Badawy 11-6
14-12 11-7.

In the Under-19 final,
Swastika defeated Yashaswini 6-
11 11-6 6-11 11-6 11-8.

These were not the only
successes in Tunis as the Indian
paddlers collected all the gold on
offer, besides some silver and
bronze medals.

Suhana Saini accounted for
Pritha Vartikar in the Under-15
girls final for her second inter-
national gold. She had earlier
won the title during her Slovenia
sojourn.  

M Hansini was another
Indian who excelled, winning

gold in Under-13 girls event,
beating Prisha Goel 11-5 11-8
11-8.  In Under-11 girls catego-
ry, Dhaani Jain emerged cham-
pion when she downed Ananya
Muralidharan 11-4 11-6 9-11 10-
12 11-7 in a tough final.

Playing her second final
soon after a brief break from her
gold-winning Under-17 event,
the Bengaluru girl took on
Mumbai’s Swastika in the Under-
17 section.  Nicely warmed up,
Yashaswini won the first game
before Swastika recovered to
take the second. But the fight
continued unabated, as 

the two shared the next two
games and, in the decider,
Swastika proved a notch better
than Yashaswini.

Earlier, she beat Nithyashree
Mani 9-11 11-4 11-8 11-5, while
Swastika downed Lakshita
Narang 11-4 10-12 11-8 11-7 in
their semi-finals. 

Both the Chennai and Delhi
girls had to settle for bronze
medals.

In Under-17, it was a differ-
ent story for Yashaswini.
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