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Tributes poured in for Dr
Chandan Mitra, 66, who

passed away late last night
after being ill for some time,
with the President, the Prime
Minister, Union Ministers and
senior party leaders recalling
his robust contribution to jour-
nalism as his teary-eyed col-
legemate  and fellow journalists
remembered him as a good
friend, mentor and for his
“old-fashioned decency”.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi took to Twitter to con-
dole Mitra’s demise. “Shri
Chandan Mitra Ji will be
remembered for his intellect
and insights. He distinguished
himself in the world of media
as well as politics. Anguished
by his demise. Condolences to
his family and admirers. Om
Shanti,” the PM tweeted.

President Ram Nath
Kovind said, “Chandan Mitra
was an outstanding journalist
and his stint as a parliamen-
tarian added to his reputation.
His understanding of Hindi
heartland and its history was
profound. His demise leaves a
void in Indian journalism. My
heartfelt condolences to his
family and friends.”

The distinguished Editor of
The Pioneer was penning his
biography. “I am on to it but
there is no time to complete it..”,
he once said in his 
office while detailing his love
for dogs, here, there and 
elsewhere.

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee said she was
sad to hear about Mitra’s death.
“Mitra was a commentator on
life and society. His death is a
great loss for the world of
journalism,” Mamata said 
in a message.

Expressing his anguish over
the untimely demise of The
Pioneer Editor, BJP president JP
Nadda said Mitra would be
remembered for his distin-
guished career in the field of
media and service for people.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh described Mitra as an
“immensely respected editor.”

“Anguished by the passing
away Sh Chandan Mitra Ji. An
immensely respected Editor,
who led the @TheDailyPioneer

& served as a Member of
Parliament. His vast experience
& insightful understanding of
issues always gave readers a
new perspective. A huge loss
for journalism,” he said.

Senior BJP leader Ram
Madhav described Mitra as
his good friend and  expressed
his condolences saying “Very
sorry to hear about the demise
of former MP and senior jour-
nalist Sh Chandan Mitra. He
was a good friend. Served on
the India Foundation Board for
many years until his health
forced him to withdraw from
public activism. Condolences
to @kushanmitra and other
near and dear. Om Shanti.”

Rajya Sabha MP Swapan
Dasgupta, an old college-time
friend of Mitra, also took to
Twitter to express his grief. “I
lost my closest friend- Editor of
The Pioneer & former MP
Chandan Mitra-this morning.
We were together as students of
La Martiniere & went on to St
Stephen’s & Oxford. We joined
journalism at the same time &
shared the excitement of
Ayodhya & the saffron wave,”
he tweeted.

He posted a nostalgic  pho-
tograph of Chandan Mitra and
himself together during a
school trip in 1972. “Be happy
my dear friend wherever you
are. Om Shanti,” he said in
another tweet.

Congress leader Shashi
Tharoor, a collegemate of Mitra
at St Stephens, said, “Deeply
saddened by this news.
Chandan was my campaign
manager in my successful race
to be President of the St
Stephen’s College Union
Society, served in my Cabinet
& succeeded me. We remained
in touch over the years, ironi-
cally till I returned to Delhi &
politics separated us. RIP.”

Another Congress leader
Jairam Ramesh said, “Dr
Chandan Mitra had friends
across the political spectrum
and made very learned speech-
es in the Rajya Sabha. Apart
from his professional qualifi-
cations, his knowledge of 
Hindi film music was awesome,
which he used with great 
effect in his interventions and
writings.”

Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari said he was anguished
by Mitra’s death. He  offered
condolences to his family and
followers.

Union Minister Bhupender

Yadav said Mitra contributed
immensely to the field of pol-
itics and journalism. “May his
family find the strength to
deal with the loss,” he added.

The Print Editor-in-Chief
Shekhar Gupta tweeted “too
soon to go dear Chandan
Mitra. You will be sharp, curi-
ous and large-hearted wherev-
er you are. Among the finest
reporter-editors of our gener-
ation. Never let political choic-
es come in the way of profes-
sionalism, friendship or old-
fashioned decency…”

Union Minister Piyush
Goyal tweeted, “Deeply sad-
dened at the passing away of
former Rajya Sabha MP and
senior journalist Shri Chandan
Mitra ji. His contributions to
the field of media and politics
will be long remembered. May
God give his family the
strength to overcome this loss.
Om Shanti!”.

Many of the journalists
who were mentored by Mitra at
different publications recalled
his approachable attitude
towards greenhorns.

Ashok Malik said,
“Crushing to hear of Chandan
Mitra’s passing. My first boss in
Delhi when I moved here in
‘94, learnt so much from him.
A very fine mind and trail-
blazer in Indian journalism,
with a passion for politics and
a lifetime of ishq with Hindi
film songs. God give him
peace. Om Shanti “.

“Very saddened to hear of
the passing of senior colleague
#ChandanMitra. Worked with
him when I first joined @time-
sofindia, Chandan was brilliant
and always encouraging, and
always up for a joust. His
knowledge of @INCIndia was
unparalleled. Farewell
Chandan. Travel well,” said
journalist Sagarika Ghose in
her tribute.

Senior journalist Kanchan
Gupta who for a long  time
worked with the late Editor in
The Pioneer said, “My dear
friend Chandan Mitra, editor of
The Pioneer, is no more. May
happiness travel with him to
the other side. Till we meet
again, memories will remain”,
he added in his tweet.

Insolvency Resolution
Professional (IRP) of CMYK
Ranjeet Verma expressed his
condolence at the passing away
of Dr Mitra saying, “It was an
irreparable loss to 
The Pioneer family.”
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Deeply saddened by the
untimely demise of my

mentor and editor of The
Pioneer, Dr Chandan Mitra. He
was two-time Rajya Sabha
Member of Parliament and a
gentleman journalist; not only
a fine Editor but an excellent
human being with an ability to
write on versatile subjects. I
enjoyed his columns and
speeches not just about politics
but also on Bollywood, sports,
music, cooking, etc. He was a
voice of reason and quite an

erudite writer.
There were quite a few

things about Chandan (he pre-
ferred being addressed to by his
first name) that set him apart
from high-flying Editors of his
times. After our daily editori-
al meeting in office, he would
often drive to Bengali Market
to have Gol-gappas... In office
get-together parties you could
see him at dance shaking a leg
with other mates at one
moment, and the next he
would be seen invading the
gathering of junior-most
employees with plateful of food

and initiating the feast.
I still remember meeting

him first in June 1988, when I
was a student and struggling as
a freelancer for various nation-
al dailies. He was the editorial
in-charge of Section 2 (Now
Delhi Times) of Times of India.
I was carrying a sketch of Raj
Kapoor, made for Navbharat
Times (TOI’s sister publica-
tion) in my hand when I intro-
duced myself to Chandan). He
welcomed me with a smile,
offered me a cup of coffee, and
noticed the sketch. He asked
me if he could use it for Times

of India. I readily, and happily,
agreed. The next day it
appeared on the front page with
the news piece related to the
death of the great film legend.
I still have a frail copy 
of the edition.

Later I also worked under
his editorship at the HT for a
few years and at The Pioneer for
more than two decades.

While most cartoonists
nurse a grouse against their edi-
tors for not giving them cre-
ative freedom or desired space,
I consider myself lucky enough
to work under an editor who

gave me complete freedom for
my work. I am grateful for the
opportunities I was given to
scale several heights in my
career due to his confidence in
me and his continued guid-
ance. RIP Sir, we shall greatly
miss you.
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For nearly two-and-half
decades, Dr Chandan

Mitra’s name was synonymous
with The Pioneer .  On
Wednesday night, the organi-
sation’s helmsman left — left
forever — leaving behind his
devastated wife, Shobori
Ganguli, two sons — Kushan
Mitra and Shakya Mitra — and
an extended family of col-
leagues and loved ones.

Dr Mitra, 66, passed away
late on Wednesday. He has
been keeping unwell for the last
one year. 

Dr Mitra was a man of
many seasons. A two-time
member of the Rajya Sabha, an
avid reader, a movie buff, a pas-
sionate traveller, and, above all,
an editor with a sharp political
mind and ear to the ground.  

Dr Mitra was an alumnus
of La Martiniere Calcutta.
From there, he went to St.
Stephen’s College, Delhi, where
he was highly active in Left-
wing students’ politics. Mitra
received an MA and MPhil in
History from Delhi 
University and briefly taught at
Hansraj College.

In 1984, Mitra received a
doctorate at Oxford University,
where he was a member of
Magdalen College. The subject
of the thesis was “Political
mobilisation and the national-
ism movement in India — a
study of eastern Uttar Pradesh
and Bihar, 1936-1942”.

Mitra’s baptism in journal-
ism started as an Assistant
Editor with The Statesman in
Kolkata. Then he shifted to the
Times of India in Delhi and
then to Sunday Observer. He
was the Executive Editor of
Hindustan Times before he
joined The Pioneer in 1997. 

Dr Mitra is one of the few
journalists who accepted the
challenges of running a news-
paper as owners, too. When
Thapars handed him over The
Pioneer in 1998, there was all-
around skepticism about Dr
Mitra’s ability to save the news-

paper from going bust. The
Thapars had sunk in a fortune
in the newspaper and left
behind a rudderless organisa-
tion. Dr Mitra understood the
enormity of his challenge and
convened a meeting of the
staff where he told them that
the future looked uncertain and
people were free to stay on if
they were ready to go without
salary for months. It was a
frank admission by a man who
had little knowledge of man-
aging a business enterprise. 

In the years to come, Dr
Mitra presided over the turn-
around of The Pioneer and
transformed it into a newspa-
per which grew leaps and
bounds, from two editions in
1995 to eight editions now. He

also introduced the Hindi
Pioneer five years back despite
the emergence of new chal-
lenges for the print media.

Dr Mitra was gifted with a
sharp political mind. He had
his pulse on Indian politics. In
the 1995 Bihar Assembly polls,
when everyone was busy writ-
ing off Lalu Prasad, Dr Mitra
predicted a landslide for him.
The poll outcome and his pro-
jections matched nearly seat to
seat. Even now, journalists and
politicians in Bihar remember
Dr Mitra for that bold “against-
the-current swim.”

His passion for politics
and his affable ways won him
many friends and admirers
across party lines. 

Continued on Page 2
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The Aam Aadmi Party’s
(AAP) chief spokesperson

Saurabh Bhardwaj accused the
BJP-ruled North Delhi
Municipal Corporation (NMC)
of preparing to sell the 1,100
square metre Dangal Maidan
situated behind Delite Cinema
at throwaway prices. 

The AAP leader also
alleged that the builders want
to buy the land on freehold
instead of leasehold because
they know that the AAP will
investigate the deal after com-
ing to power and cancel it.

In the standing committee
meeting held on Tuesday, the
proposal was tabled, Bhardwaj
said.  “The BJP is convinced

that they are going to lose badly
in the next MCD elections,
which has caused the BJP lead-
ers to go on a spree of selling
off the MCD’s assets,” he said.

Refuting the charges, Delhi
BJP spokesperson Praveen
Shankar Kapoor said that the
people of Delhi have stopped
taking AAP leaders seriously as
they keep levelling one allega-
tion after another.  

“The politics of the AAP is
based on leveling serious alle-
gations to get cheap publicity.
The NMC has no proposal to
sell any of its hospitals and dis-
pensaries and any other prop-
erties,” he said.

Bhardwaj had on Friday
alleged that the North
Corporation had sold this

"massive high-profile 1,100
sqm plot of Novelty Cinema in
the commercial area for just Rs
34 crore, while its market value
should have been between �
125 and �150 crore.”

The AAP leader had also
alleged that the BJP-ruled
NMC was fully prepared to sell
10 hospitals and one medical
college to the Centre. 

The proposal was put on
hold after the AAP built up
pressure, he said.

However, officials at the
NMC said that the proposal to
hand over six hospitals run by
the Corporation to the Centre
was on Wednesday "referred
back" to the executive wing of
the civic body by its standing
committee.
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Deputy Chief Minister and
Education Minister

Manish Sisodia Thursday felic-
itated the students who topped
the Craftsman Training
Scheme (CTS) in Delhi
Government’s ITI. 

Encouraging the youth
there, Sisodia said that talent-
ed students coming out of
training institutes like ITI
would write a new story for the
future. 

“Our country will become
developed only when the youth
of the country is skilled. Along
with getting the degree, the
youth will have to become
skilled,” he said. 

“Due to the Covid–19 pan-
demic, there has been a lot of
loss to the education of the chil-
dren. 

However, Delhi’s ITIs are
performing well in the skill
education field. We are living in
the era where life cannot be
easy without skills. Only skilled
youth can lay the foundation of
a developed country. Any feed-
back from the students to
improve ITI will be extremely
useful to us so that our youth
can receive world-class train-
ing,” he added.

As interactions and practi-
cal learning was rare in the past
17 months Sisodia directed all
the headmasters of ITIs to pre-
pare a programme of action at
the earliest for students to be
given more practical work so
that they have practical knowl-
edge of their course when they
seek employment.

It is noteworthy that in 19
Government ITIs of Delhi,
students are provided training
in 49 trades. 

All these trades are affili-
ated to the National Council for
Vocational Training. About
11,000 students enroll in these
institutes every year, and after
training, more than 80 per
cent  of the students get
employment easily.
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The Delhi Government will
invite the suggestions of

residents regarding the beauti-
fication of the parks and gar-
dens, Deputy Chief Minister
and Tourism Minister Manish
Sisodia said on Thursday after
reviewing the ‘Park
Beautification Scheme’ of the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
Government.

Sisodia said that he will
visit the parks and take stock of
the situation. “Delhi is like a
family and every member has
an important role in making

this family beautiful. We want
the contribution of all the cit-
izens of Delhi in making the
parks of Delhi beautiful. Let us
all contribute together in mak-
ing Delhi a vibrant city. Delhi
Government is committed to
make Delhi a prosperous city.
Beautifying all the parks of
Delhi will prove to be a big step
in this direction. The atmos-
phere of these parks will
become better and citizens will
be able to enjoy getting out,” he
said.

Delhi Government has also
planned to redesign the parks
so that all the parks in the cap-
ital also look as beautiful as the
parks of the developed coun-
tries of the world.

“Taking stock of the sug-
gestions from  people, the
entrance of the parks will be
made attractive, there will be
open gyms in parks, tracks will
be improved for people to
walk, and new different species
of flowers, fruits and shady
plants will be installed,” the
AAP leader added.
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India’s premium medical col-
lege situated in the national

Capital will be revamped,
Health Minister Satyendar Jain
said on Thursday.

Discussing the plan with
architects for the Maulana
Azad Medical College hostel,
Jain, who is the Public Works
Department (PWD) Minister
in the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
Government said, “A new hos-
tel building will be construct-
ed. The new hostel building
will enhance the capacity of the
existing 438 beds to about

1,000 beds within the same
budget; a cost- and design-effi-
cient hostel building will be
made.”

Jain directed the officials to
focus on design while making
a cost-efficient structure that
would be able to accommodate
more students. 

"A cost-efficient building
should be made, taking design
efficiency into account so that
more students can be accom-
modated in the hostel. We aim
to bring down the cost of the
building and at the same time
not compromise with the
strength and design of the
structure. The officials should
look for innovative ways to
achieve this aim," he explained.
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Delhi reported 39 fresh cases
of the Covid-19 on

Thursday while the positivity
rate stands at 0.06 per cent,
according to data shared by the
health department of the Delhi
Government.

According to the bulletin
the total number of fatalities
stands at 25,082, while the
cumulative case tally has
reached 1437839. At least
60483 tests, including 42669
RTPCR/CBNAAT/TrueNat
tests, were conducted in the last
24 hours,” it said.

As per the bulletin, out of
12004 available beds in hospi-
tals, 223 are occupied as on
Tuesday while the rest are
vacant. 

As many as 1412413 peo-
ple have either been discharged,
have recovered or migrated
out, it added.

In order to deal with the
possible third Covid-19 wave,
the Delhi government has
taken a number of measures
including doubling the number
of ‘Intensive Care Unit’ (ICU)
beds since the last wave. 

The city Government has
been ramping up health infra-
structure to prevent a repeat of
the crisis witnessed during the
peak of the second wave of the
pandemic in April-May.
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A35-year-old man allegedly
shot and injured his 55-

year-old mother following a
quarrel between them in outer
Delhi’s Mundka area. Police
said that the woman is under-
going treatment at a hospital
and is said to be in a critical
condition.

The injured woman has
been identified as Roshini,
who is currently under medical
observation. Meanwhile, the
accused identified as Sandeep,
is absconding since the incident
took place on Wednesday
night. The accused is current-
ly unemployed and was living
off the rent from their village
land.

According to Parvinder
Singh, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Outer district, around
9 PM on Wednesday, a Police
Control Room (PCR) call was
received at the Mundka police
station regarding the shooting
incident and the injured
woman was taken to the Action
Balaji Hospital by a relative,
Pardeep, who lives nearby,
while her son is absconding.

“A preliminary enquiry
revealed that Sandeep is going
through a marital dispute with
his wife Ritu, who lives sepa-
rately in Rohini. They have

been married for over six years
and have a five-year-old daugh-
ter who lives with Sandeep and
his mother,” he said.

“When a quarrel began
between Sandeep and his
mother on Wednesday night,
the woman managed to lock his
five-year-old daughter inside a
bathroom to ensure that she
does not get harmed in any way
if the situation goes out of con-
trol. He then allegedly opened
fire at his mother and came out
of the house shouting that he
had shot his mother,” said the
DCP.

Before the incident, the
accused had also called up his
brother-in-law in Haryana,
informing him about his inten-
tion to kill himself or someone
else. His brother-in-law tried to
calm him down and cautioned
him against taking any such
step. A case under appropriate
sections has been registered
and efforts are on to nab the
accused even as further inves-
tigation is underway to ascer-
tain the cause and exact
sequence of events that unfold-
ed on the night of the incident.
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Former Delhi Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) president

and Member of Legislative
Assembly (MLA) Rohini,
Vijender Gupta on Thursday
said the entire fleet of 3,760
Delhi Transport Corporation
(DTC) buses has become old
and its value has depreciated.
Addressing the media, Gupta,
said that these buses should
have been withdrawn from the
city’s roads.

Targeting the ruling Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) in Delhi,
Gupta said that the Delhi
Government has shelled out
�500 crore for 1,000 such old
buses. “The upper limit for this

contract is three years,” he
added.

“If the Delhi Government
spends �500 crore per 1,000
buses for all the 3,760 overage
buses, the total cost to the
exchequer would amount to
approximately �1,800 crore.
The amount being spent on
maintenance of overage buses
could have been utilised to pro-
cure 2,000 new buses.”

Citing a report, Gupta said
that each year, since 2015, the
corporation has been recurring
losses. “In 2014-2015, the
DTC’s loss was at �1,019 crore.
In 2019-20, it increased to
more than �1,834 crore. Not a
single new DTC bus has been
added to the fleet during the six

years of the AAP coming to
power. Under its tenure, the
losses incurred by the DTC
have been scaling new heights,
while the number of buses is
plummeting, causing incon-
venience to the people of
Delhi,” the BJP leader said.

Gupta, who was Leader of
Opposition in Delhi Assembly
also said that the AAP
Government has turned DTC
into a means to loot and siphon
off Government coffers. “This
is the reason that none of the
purchase and maintenance
contracts of the DTC buses, ini-
tiated by the AAP Government,
have been devoid of financial
irregularities and corruption,”
he alleged.
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Awoman was killed while
her friend was seriously

injured after they were alleged-
ly hit by a car inside Rail Neer
plant in outer Delhi’s Nangloi
while they were taking an
evening stroll.

Police said the offending
car was seized and the 22-year-
accused driver identified as
Deepak, also a resident of
Nangloi has been arrested in
the case. Deepak was learning
to drive his brother’s car when
he allegedly hit the two women.

The deceased has been
identified as Geeta (56), who is
wife of a Sub-Inspector posted
with Delhi Police’s Traffic
Department. She died during
the course of her treatment at
the hospital while her 46-year-
old friend Shashi Rohilla who
received severe injuries is still
under treatment.

Police said that the injured
woman is stated to be out of
danger and will be soon dis-
charged. According to the
police, the accident took place
on Wednesday evening. The
two women, both residents of
Nangloi had gone for an
evening stroll at around 6 PM
at Rail Neer plant where they
were hit allegedly by a car. A
case was registered under
Sections 279 (Rash driving or
riding on a public way) and 338
(Causing grievous hurt). 
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From Page 1
In the BJP, both former

Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee and veteran LK
Advani were very fond of him.
That proximity saw him being
drawn to active politics. He was
nominated as a member of the
Rajya Sabha in August 2003

when Vajpayee was the PM. He
was elected to another term in
the Rajya Sabha as a BJP MP
from Madhya Pradesh in June
2010. He did join the
Trinamool Congress in 2018,
but that association never went
beyond a mere formality.

Despite the enormous
challenges of running an
organisation with falling rev-
enue, and keeping himself
afloat in the cut-throat world of
politics, Dr Mitra remained a
“soft and sensitive” gentleman,
who would never give the

impression that he was “your
boss.” In fact, to many of us,
who shared with him a long
association going into the late
1990s, he was a friend, a men-
tor, and someone you could sit
down with and share your
most personal thoughts and
dilemma.

Dr Mitra loved driving.
Once in a while when after he
had enough of politics and the
newspaper, he would take to
driving. 

For him, it was not like dri-
ving to Murthal and enjoying
paratahs there before returning
to Delhi, but it would be weeks
of adventure for him. From
north to south, and east to west,
he would drive for months
together to discover himself,
and the soul of India that
always mesmerised him.

The Pioneer office was the
second home to Dr Mitra, who
would always be there if he was
in Delhi. Over cups of coffee
and cigarettes, he would have
engrossing discussions and
debates with colleagues during
the evening meetings. Even
when he went home, the news-
paper and day headlines occu-
pied his mind. Whether in
India or abroad, he would
inevitably call the News Editor
late at night and suggest or keep
track of the headlines for the
page one stories. When 
his illness confined him to his
home, the office never
remained the same.

Someone with an enor-
mous lust for life, Dr Mitra will
be remembered as a man with
an incisive mind, a loving soul,
and someone who never gave
up dreaming.
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Two days after India had the
first formal contact with the

Taliban dispensation, the
Government on Thursday said
it was “still early days” to think
about recognising the Taliban.

External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson Arindam Bagchi
also said the talks were held to
ensure that Afghanistan is not
used for terrorist activities. 

Asked about further meet-
ings with the Taliban that took
control of Afghanistan about a
fortnight back, Bagchi said he
had no update on the same.
“Do not want to speculate. It’s
not a matter of yes and no. Our
aim is that Afghanistan’s land
should not be used for terror
activity of any kind,” he said.

To a volley of questions on
whether India would recognise
a Taliban regime in the back-
drop of the meeting, Bagchi

said, “It was just a meeting. I
think these are very early days.” 

India was not aware of any
details or nature of the
Government that could be
formed in Afghanistan by the
Taliban, he added.

Addressing a media brief-
ing, the spokesperson said the
evacuation operation that has
remained halted since the past
few days would resume once
the Kabul airport became oper-
ational.

“Currently Kabul airport is
not operational. We will
resume our operation to evac-
uate people from Kabul as
soon the airport service will
resume,” he said, adding India’s
current priority was the safety
of Indian people in Kabul.

He said India used the
first formal meeting in Doha to
convey its concerns over the
possible use of the Afghanistan
territory for anti-India activi-
ties and to bring back the
remaining Indians from
Afghanistan. “We received a
positive response,” he said
referring to the meeting
between Mittal and Stanekzai. 

In a statement issued after
the talks on Tuesday, the
Government had said discus-
sions focused on safety, secu-

rity and early return of Indian
nationals stranded in
Afghanistan. The travel of
Afghan nationals, especially
minorities, who wish to visit to
India also came up.

Mittal raised India’s con-
cern that Afghanistan’s soil
should not be used for anti-

Indian activities and terrorism.
The Taliban representative
assured the Indian ambassador
that these issues would be pos-
itively addressed.

These assertion by the
Ministry of External Affairs
came in the backdrop of polit-
ical leaders like former Jammu

and Kashmir Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah asking the
Government to spell out its
stand regarding the Taliban and
whether it viewed it as a ter-
rorist organisation or not. 

Asking the Central
Government to make up its
mind on the matter, he said on
Wednesday, “Either the Taliban
is a terror organisation or it is
not. Please clarify how you (the
Government of India) see the
Taliban...If it is not a terrorist
organisation, please move in
the UN to remove it from the
list of terror organisations. Let
its bank accounts start func-
tioning. Let us not treat them
differently.”

“If they are a terror organ-
isation, why are you talking to
them? If they are not a terror
organisation, why are you ban-
ning their bank accounts? Why
are you not recognising their
Government? Make up your
mind,” he said.
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Amid apprehension of pro-
liferation of American-ori-

gin military equipment in Asia,
a team of top aeronautical
engineers of the Pakistan Air
Force has reached Kabul to
assess over 200 aircraft and
copters left behind at Bagram
airbase and Kabul airport by
the American forces.

The Pak engineers will
assess those military aircraft
which are operational, repara-
ble, or saleable for further util-
isation of these machines for
their operational requirements
or for passing on to their
strategic partners or non-State
actors with a price tag, sources
said.

The exact strength of the
team of the aeronautical engi-
neers could not be ascertained
immediately, but the team has
taken an inventory of spares
required by it for equipping the
grounded American aircraft it
received for operations in the
war on terror.

“The Pak Air force is fac-
ing shortage of spares for its
US-origin military hardware
due to a supply embargo put in
place by Washington, and the
engineers could identify and
dismantle such parts required
by the Pakistanis,” said an
expert tracking the develop-
ments in Kabul.

Counter Terrorism experts
said the military hardware left

behind in Afghanistan by the
US could potentially lead to
arms proliferation in entire
Asia and beyond. 

Reverse engineering of
American military equipment
and bringing out better and
advanced versions could blunt
the edge of the forces in the
region. This could pose a chal-
lenge to the Indian forces’
superiority also as the reverse
engineered equipment could
counter the strengths of the
American military hardware in
use here, they said.

Tanks and special vehicles
left behind by the Americans in

Afghanistan are already being
shipped to countries like
Pakistan and Iran, the sources
said.

Afghan leader and former
military commander of the
Soviet-Afghan war vintage
Abdul Rashid Dostum has fled
with 50 aircraft and about
1,000 tanks along with his
men to Tajikistan, the sources
said.

Meanwhile, infighting in
the Taliban leadership has
come to the fore due to
Pakistan’s machinations in
installing the new regime in
Kabul. 
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Amidst a sharp surge in
daily coronavirus cases —

47,092 new Covid-19 cases
—the biggest single-day rise in
two months — and 509 death
in 24 hours, the Government
on Thursday warned the pub-
lic against lowering the guard
against coronavirus disease
ahead of festive season.

Union Health Ministry
officials at a presser said peo-
ple should celebrate festivals at
home, follow Covid-appropri-
ate behaviour and get vacci-
nated as and when their turn
comes.

A string of festivals like
Navratra, Ganesh Chaturthi,
Eid, Diwali have prompted the
Government to keep its finger

crossed amidst fear of an
impending third wave in the
same period. 

Dr VK Paul, Niti Aayog
member, said mass gatherings
have to be discouraged and full
vaccination should be a pre-
requisite if attending a gather-
ing is essential.

“Even as we accelerate vac-
cination, there is a need to take
precautions. If the virus
mutates we will have no con-
trol. So adopt covid appropri-
ate behavior including vacci-
nation and use of mask,” Dr
Paul said.

The Niti Aayog member’s
advisory comes in the back-
drop of reports of the emer-
gence of a new variant of Covid
from South Africa coupled
with a large-scale study inves-
tigating Covid-19 break-

through infections published in
The Lancet Infectious Diseases
journal which said people who
tested positive for SARS-CoV-
2 (coronavirus) after one or two
vaccine doses had significant-
ly lower odds of severe disease
or hospitalisation than unvac-
cinated people.

Researchers also found that
the odds of experiencing long
Covid (illness lasting 28 days or
more after a positive test) were
cut in half for people fully vac-
cinated with two doses

At the same time, as a pre-
cautionary measure, the Union
Health Ministry said, a negative
RT-PCR result not older than
72 hours has been made
mandatory for passengers trav-
elling to India from seven
more countries, including
China and South Africa. The
move comes after the discovery
of a new Covid variant —
C.1.2 — which could be more
infectious and has shown signs
of evading protection provid-
ed by vaccines.

While earlier this rule was
only applicable for arrivals
from the UK, Europe and West

Asia, seven more countries —
South Africa, Bangladesh,
Botswana, China, Mauritius,
New Zealand, Zimbabwe —
have been added to the list
today, according to a latest
guideline, said Rajesh Bhushan,
Union Health Secretary.

����� ��������	

The Government on
Thursday said at least 16

per cent of India’s adult popu-
lation has received both doses
of Covid-19 vaccine while 54
per cent have been adminis-
tered at least the first dose. The
total cumulative number of
doses administered in the
country has crossed 66 crore,
said Rajesh Bhushan, Union
Health Secretary,

“We administered 18.38
crore of doses in August 2021
alone. The average dose per day
administered in August is 59.29
lakh. In the last week of the
month we administered more
than 80 lakh doses per day,” he
said at the routine press con-

ference here.
“That’s a huge achieve-

ment and would not have been
possible without very effective
and optimal participation of all
healthcare workers, State
Governments and Union
Territory administrations,”
Bhushan said.

In Sikkim, Dadra and
Nagar Haveli, and Himachal
Pradesh, 100 per cent of the
adult population have received
at least one dose of Covid-19
vaccine, said the official.

According to data shared at
the Press conference, the num-
ber of vaccine doses adminis-
tered daily has increased from
19.69 lakh in May to 39.89 lakh
in June and further to 43.41

lakh in July.
In Sikkim, 36 per cent of

the eligible population have
been administered the second
dose, in Dadra and Nagar
Haveli it is 18 per cent and in
Himachal it’s 32 per cent.

Besides, in Tripura,
Ladakh, Daman and Diu, the
Lakshwadeep and Mizoram,
over 85 per cent of the popu-
lation have been administered
the first dose.

Bhushan said that 99 per
cent of the healthcare workers
have received the first dose of
vaccine while 84 per cent of the
eligible healthcare workers have
taken the second dose.

He said 100 per cent of the
frontline workers have been
administered the first dose
while 80 per cent of them have
been given the second dose.

More than 64.65 crore
Covid-19 vaccine doses have
been provided to States and
Union Territories so far by the
Centre for free and under the
direct State procurement cate-
gory,” the Ministry said in a
statement here.
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Domestic and international
passengers can now get

their excess baggage delivered
from Delhi airport’s Terminal
3 to any location in India,
Delhi International Airport
Limited (DIAL) said on
Thursday. 

Passengers will have the
option of getting their luggage
delivered by air or by road.

“For this, passengers have
to visit the ‘Avaan Excess’
counter at T3 of Delhi airport
and book their excess bag-
gage,” the DIAL said in a state-
ment.

Avaan Excess is associated
with GATI, logistics company,
which will deliver the baggage
within 72 hours by air; however
if a passenger chooses delivery
by road then baggage would
reach the destination within
four to seven days.

“The booked baggage

would be insured by the con-
cessionaire,” the DIAL
spokesperson said.

“Delhi Airport has been
pioneer in providing world-
class experience to the passen-
gers. In these pandemic times,
travelling safe, conveniently
and stress-free, along with
heavy luggage is a real chal-
lenge for flyers. 

“Our excess baggage deliv-
ery service will not only help
travelers in flying stress-free but
also save them from standing
in baggage check-in and pick
up queues at the airports. 
All they have to do is to book 
their baggage at an affordable
price and fly hassle-free,” CEO-
DIAL Videh Kumar Jaipuriar
said.
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Three educational institutes
from India have made it to

the list of the best 400 univer-
sities across the world in the lat-
est Times Higher Education
World University Rankings
2022. 

As per the rankings, Indian
tally is led by the IISc Bangalore
— a consistent first among
Indian institutes. Globally, the
University of Oxford tops the
ranking for the sixth consecu-
tive year.

A total of 71 universi-
ties/institutes made it to this
year’s THE rankings compared
to 63 last year.

Ten Indian universities,
including Banaras Hindu
University, Jawaharlal Nehru
University (JNU), Delhi
Technology University (DTU),

Jamia Millia Islamia, and
Punjab University, have been
placed in the 601-800 ranks.
The University of Delhi has
been ranked on the 801-1,000
bracket.

While the Indian Institute
of Science (IISc), Bangalore,
has found a place in the 301-
350 band, which is the highest
position held by an Indian
Institute in the world universi-
ty rankings for this year. IIT
Ropar has secured a place in
the 351-400 ranking. It is fol-
lowed by the JSS Academic
Higher Education and
Research, and IIT Indore,
Alagappa University, and
Thapar University.

The IITs, including Delhi,
Kanpur, Kharagpur, Mumbai,
Guwahati, and Madras, had
boycotted the rankings last
year over doubts on trans-

parency.
University of Oxford tops

the chart followed by California
Institute of Technology,
Harvard University, Stanford
University, University of
Cambridge, MIT, Princeton
University, University of
California Berkley, Yale
University and University of
Chicago ranking 10th.

Country-wise, the US is the
most-represented country
overall with 183 institutions,
and also the most represented
in the top 200 (57), although its
share of universities in this elite
group is falling. China has two
institutions in the top 20 for the
first time: Peking University
and Tsinghua University share
16th place. Institut
Polytechnique de Paris is the
highest new entry at 95th place,
following a merger of five insti-
tutions.

The Times Higher
Education World University
Rankings 2022 include more
than 1,600 universities across

99 countries and territories.
China now has the joint

fifth-highest number of insti-
tutions in the top 200 (up
from joint seventh last year),
overtaking Canada and on a
par with the Netherlands. Six
new countries feature in the
table compared with last year:

Azerbaijan, Ecuador, Ethiopia,
Fiji, Palestine and Tanzania.

Harvard University tops
the teaching pillar, while the
University of Oxford tops the
research pillar and Macau
University of Science and
Technology leads the interna-
tional pillar.
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Popular television and film
actor Sidharth Shukla, who

became a household name
with his role in the long-run-
ning TV show “Balika Vadhu”,
died on Thursday. He was 40.

Shukla, who is survived by
his mother and two sisters, was
dead when he was taken to the
Cooper Hospital in Juhu
around 10.20 am, authorities at
the hospital said. 

Though some reports sug-
gested a heart attack, the cause
of his sudden death, which sent
shockwaves through the indus-
try and TV fandom and ignit-
ed fresh debate on the pulls and
pressures of showbiz, is not
immediately clear.

“He was brought dead to
the hospital. The cause of the
death will be known after the
post-mortem is conducted...
It will take some time,” Cooper
Hospital Dean Dr Shailesh
Mohite told PTI.

(
������'�����
���6���'��


������
� !()*+� �,,-� 677
8%
��
��"�������-����
��%���
"�$��

*�$�
�����9�����
����	���1�2�&� :�&*%���:�1:%��
�%.

.%���	�.%	*1. ��%��	/%.��
���.%�1� �;��.%:%��<	#%;�%�%

�,�.�)/,0�1��234
���������	
���
��������������� ����������
�������	������������� !���"#$���

34����
� *
����� ��"�$��'�"��5��
� �
�������������
���� 
���������"��5��
� �
�����5




�����������������

��#���%����5
��	$�������&�
 +������6��	��������+

(�#��	���
�
��	�����)���	�������
��	�����)����������	'��
����������������	#������
��	�"�	�
�������)�	�� (�"

!�����	���#����
�����!�����	����#
��	�*���� ����������

Peshawar: The Taliban are all
set to announce the formation
of a new Government in Kabul
on the lines of the Iranian lead-
ership, with the group’s top reli-
gious leader Mullah Hebatullah
Akhundzada as Afghanistan’s
supreme authority, a senior

member of the group has said.
“Consultations are almost

finalised on the new
Government, and the necessary
discussions have also been held
about the cabinet,” Mufti
Inamullah Samangani, a senior
official in the Taliban’s infor-
mation and culture 
commission, said on
Wednesday.
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New Delhi: The anti-Taliban
Afghanistan Republican
Salvation Front (ARSF) on
Thursday outlined its policy
position before the formation
of the Government in Kabul
and sought guarantee of civil
liberties and ensure the
achievements of the past two
decades do not wither away.

The ARSF was formed in
Germany recently to put a
resistance in a democratic way
to counter the Taliban’s hard-
line stance on governance.

Chairman of ARSF, Ajmal

Sohail, said in a statement,
“The Taliban movement must
announce a Government in
which all the people of
Afghanistan see themselves,
the achievements of the past
two decades must be respect-
ed, and the Government must
include women, civil society,
journalists and humanity.”

Protection of the rights of
political and civil society
activists, minorities, political
figures and political move-
ments must be ensured, said
Sohail.
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on

Thursday said it has attached
partly paid Compulsorily
Convertible Preference shares
of Housing Development
Infrastructures Ltd (HDIL)
group of companies worth
�233 crore under the provi-
sions of Prevention of Money
Laundering Act in the PMC
Bank scam.

On the strength of these
shares, HDIL has right for
allotment of under construc-
tion flats measuring 90,250
square feet FSI in Ghatkopar,
Mumbai-based Aryaman
Developers P Ltd. The devel-
oper has given an undertaking
to ensure not to sell/trans-
fer/alienate or create any third
party rights thereon on com-
pletion of the project.

The ED had initiated
investigation under PMLA on
the basis of FIR dated
September 30, 2019 registered
by  Economic Offences Wing,
Mumbai Police under the pro-
visions of Indian Penal Code

against Joy Thomas (Managing
Director) of PMC Bank,
Waryam Singh (Chairman),
Sarang Wadhawan, Rakesh
Kumar Kuldip Singh
Wadhawan of Housing
Development Infrastructures
Ltd and promoters and execu-
tives of certain developers.
The executives named in the
EOW, Mumbai case are of
Somerset Construction Pvt
Ltd, Serveall Construction Pvt
Ltd, Sapphire Land
Development Pvt Ltd, Emerald
Realtors Pvt Ltd, Awas
Developers & Construction
Pvt Ltd, Prithvi Realtors and
Hotels Pvt Ltd, Satyam
Realtors Pvt Ltd and others for
causing wrongful loss to the
tune of �4,355 crore to PMC
Bank and corresponding gain
to themselves.

“Investigation under
PMLA revealed that in spite of
default in payment, HDIL
group companies availed loans
from PMC from time to time.
The mode and manner of
operation of bank accounts of
HDIL clearly indicate the con-
nivance of PMC Bank officials

with the promoters of HDIL.
Instead of declaring them as
NPA for initiating actions for
recovery, the PMC bank offi-

cials choose to accommodate
the HDIL group. Due to such
criminal act of promoters of
HDIL Group companies, PMC

bank suffered a huge wrongful
loss to the tune of �6,117.93
crore,” the ED said in a state-
ment.
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The ED has filed a fresh
money laundering case

against conman Sukesh
Chandrasekhar and others for
allegedly duping Aditi Singh,
spouse of former promoter of
pharma major Ranbaxy,
Shivinder Singh, of �200 crore.
Chandrasekhar faces several
cases by the Delhi Police and
the ED.

The ED took cognisance
of the Delhi Police’s Economic
Offences Wing FIR for regis-
tering the latest case against
Chandrasekhar under
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act, sources said.
The agency is also in the
process of registering anoth-
er money laundering case in
connection with the conman
duping Japna Singh, wife of
another former Ranbaxy pro-
moter Malvinder Singh, to the
tune of nearly four crore.

Besides Chandrasekhar,
the agency has named his
associates Deepak and

Pradeep Ramdani who
allegedly received the cash
worth �150 crore from the
spouse of the pharma major’s
former promoter in the
national Capital.  

The conman, according
to the ED, has been running
an extortion racket from the
Rohini jail here where is
undergoing judicial custody.
The modus operandi of the
conman entailed using an
illegally procured mobile
phone inside the jail and
making spoofed calls posing
himself as senior Government
functionaries offering assis-

tance in pending cases of
high profile accused in lieu of
a charge. ‘

In Aditi Singh’s case, the
conman offered her help in
getting bail to Singh brothers
who were undergoing cus-
tody in criminal cases.

The sources said out of
the �200 crore received from
Aditi Singh, �150 crore were
handed over to the conman’s
associates in three equal
tranches of �50 crore each
and another �50 crore was
transferred through banking
channels to an offshore
account.
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The ED on Thursday filed
a prosecution complaint

(chargesheet in police par-
lance) under Prevention of
Money Laundering Act in
Narada Sting Operation case
against then Transport and
Housing Minister Firhad
Hakim and Panchayat
Minister Subrata Mukherjee
of West Bengal Government,
MLA Madan Mitra, former
Mayor of Kolkata Sovan
Chatterjee and IPS officer
SMH. Meerza of WB cadre
before the Special Judge
(PMLA), Kolkata.

The agency has prayed to
the court for awarding pun-
ishment to the accused for
committing offence of money
laundering and confiscation
of the amount of illegal grat-
ification.

The ED had initiated
investigation on the basis of
FIR dated April 16, 2017
registered by ACB, CBI
under the provisions of
Prevention of Corruption
Act and the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) against 12 pub-
lic persons which includes
sitting MLAs and MPs of

West Bengal and an IPS offi-
cer of West Bengal cadre.

As per the CBI FIR,
Mathew Samuel had con-
ducted a st ing 
operation during 2014 and
recorded visual footage of
these persons, who either
themselves took money or 
instructed someone else to
take money on their behalf
from him. 

In the sting operation, it
was seen that the accused, in
their capacity as 
public servants, accepted
bribes to favour an individ-
ual, who was posing as a rep-
resentative of a company at

the time of the transaction.
“Money laundering

investigation conducted by
ED has revealed that 
accused persons not only
received illegal gratifications
but also possessed the pro-
ceeds of 
crime and tried to conceal it
by creating fictitious stories
and mislead the investigation. 

Therefore today, ED has
filed Prosecution Complaint,
wherein it is highlighted that
how the highly placed per-
sons laundered the proceeds
of crime/illegal gratification,”
the agency said in a state-
ment.
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With an aim to help
enhance income of farm-

ers and realise the dream of
Green India, the Government
on Thursday launched a
national campaign to cover
around 75,000 hectares of land
in the next one year across the
country with medicinal plants
which have huge demand in
the domestic and global herbal
market.

In this regard, the National
Medicinal Plants Board
(NMPB) under the Union
Ministry of Ayush kicked off a
programme from Saharanpur
in UP and Pune in
Maharashtra. This program is
second in the series of pro-
grams being organized by the
Ministry under the ‘Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav’.

In Pune medicinal plants
were distributed to the farmers
while those who were already
cultivating medicinal plants
were felicitated. Nilesh Lanke,
MLA from Partner in
Ahmednagar district, Dr. Asim
Ali Khan, DG, Central Council
for Research in Unani
Medicine (CCRUM), and Dr.

Chandra Shekhar Sanwal,
Deputy Chief Executive
Officer, NMPB, led the events
from different locations.

Dr. Sanwal said that “this
effort will give more impetus to
the supply of medicinal plants
in the country”. A total of 7500
medicinal plants were distrib-
uted to 75 farmers on this occa-
sion. A target has been set to
distribute 75 thousand saplings.

Similarly, in Saharanpur,
Minister of State for Ayush,
Uttar Pradesh, Dharam Singh
Saini along with Research
Officer of National Medicinal
Plants Board (NMPB), Sunil
Dutt, and officials of Ministry
of Ayush also participated. The
farmers cultivating medicinal
plants were felicitated by Saini.
Medicinal plants were distrib-
uted free of cost to 150 farm-
ers who came from many near-
by districts. These included
mainly 5 species of plants -
Night-flowering Jasmine
(Parijat), Golden Apple (Bel),
Margosa Tree (Neem), Indian
Ginseng (Ashwagandha) and
Indian Blackberry (Jamun).
750 Jamun saplings were sep-
arately distributed free of cost
to the farmers.
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Union Civil Aviation
Minister Jyotiraditya M

Scindia has written to Chief
Ministers of Telangana and
Meghalaya, requesting their
personal intervention in expe-
diting various matters for
strengthening aviation infra-
structure in these States. While
writing to Telangana CM K.
Chandrashekar Rao, Scindia
has drawn his attention towards
the issue of extension of peri-
od of Concession Agreement
for Hyderabad International
Airport Limited (HIAL).

The Minister mentioned
that a Concession Agreement
(CA) dated December 20, 2004
has been executed between
Ministry of Civil Aviation,
Government of India and
HIAL for development, con-
struction, operation and main-
tenance of Hyderabad
International Airport. In terms
of clause 13.7.1 of CA, M/S
HIAL has requested for exten-
sion of its concession period for
another 30 years beyond the
initial 30 years, i.e beyond
March 23, 2038 and till
23.03.2068. The State
Government has been request-
ed to re-examine the request of
HIAL for extension of the peri-
od of Concession Agreement
and furnish its recommenda-

tions to the Ministry of Civil
Aviation.

Scindia also underscored
the issue of operationalization
of Warangal Airport and its
inclusion under Regional
Connectivity Scheme (RCS)-
UDAN (Ude Desh ka Aam
Nagrik). He mentioned that
Warangal Airport is within
150 km aerial distance of HIAL
and can be developed with
mutually agreeable solution,
to be explored by State
Government of Telangana with
HIAL and Airports Authority
of India (AAI).

Similarly, Scindia has
requested for personal inter-
vention of Meghalaya CM
Conrad K Sangma, in expedi-
tious operationalization of Tura
Airport. He mentioned that
Ministry of Civil Aviation has
launched RCS – UDAN to
enhance regional air connec-
tivity from unserved and
underserved airports in the
country by making air travel
affordable to the masses. Tura
airport figures in the tentative
list of unserved airports. Bids
for Helicopter operations have
been received for two RCS
routes i.e., Shillong to Tura vv
and Guwahati to Tura vv in
special round of bidding 4.1
and the same is likely to be
finalised soon as per the pro-
visions of Scheme document.
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New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Thursday voiced seri-
ous concern over running of
fake news on social media
platforms and web portals, and
said even news shown in a sec-
tion of channels bears com-
munal tone, which may bring
a bad name to the country.

A Bench headed by Chief
Justice N V Ramana was hear-
ing a batch of petitions includ-
ing the one filed by Jamiat
Ulema-i-Hind seeking direc-
tions to the Centre to stop dis-
semination of “fake news” relat-
ed to a religious gathering at the
Markaz Nizamuddin and take
strict action against those
responsible for it.

“Everything shown in a
section of private news chan-
nels bear a communal tone.
Ultimately, this country is
going to get a bad name. Did
you ever attempt to regulate
these private channels,” asked
the bench. Social media only
listens to “the powerful voices”
and several things are written
against judges, institutions
without any accountability, said
the bench which also com-
prised justices Surya Kant and
A S Bopanna.

“There is no control over
fake news and slandering in
web portals and YouTube chan-
nels. If you go to YouTube, you
will find how fake news is freely
circulated and anyone can start
a channel on YouTube,” it said.

The top court agreed to
hear after six weeks the Centre’s
plea seeking transfer of peti-
tions from various high courts
to itself on the issue of newly-
enacted IT rules meant to reg-
ulate online content including
social media and web portals.

PTI

�������
���
������������
���������
��

����� ��������	

The Drugs Controller
General of India (DCGI)

has given nod to Hyderabad-
based Biological E Limited to
conduct phase 2/3 clinical tri-
als of its ‘Made in India’ Covid-
19 vaccine on children aged
between 5 and 18 years with
certain conditions. Serum
Institute of India, Bharat
Biotech and Zydus Cadila are
already in the race to manu-
facture vaccines for the kids.

The phase 2 and 3 clinical
trials have be conducted as per
approved protocol titled ‘A
Prospective, Randomised,
Double-blind, Placebo-con-
trolled, Phase-2/3 Study to
Evaluate Safety, Reactogenicity,
Tolerability and
Immunogenicity of Corbevax
Vaccine in Children and
Adolescents’, said sources in the
Ministry. 

The trial will be conduct-
ed across 10 sites in the coun-
try. The DCGI’s permission

was given based on the rec-
ommendations by the Subject
Expert Committee (SEC) on
COVID-19.

“Phase 3 trial work of
Biological E going on. Stockpile
being produced. We should
wait for results, we hope it’ll be
in next month or 2. They’ve
made a broad commitment
that they’ll supply a significant
amount by year-end,” said  Dr
VK Paul,Member-Health,Niti
Aayog on Biological E for adult
vaccines.
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The CBI has registered a
case against a private com-

pany and others, including its
directors and three employees
and private persons (con-
duits), on the allegations of
irregularities being committed
in the ongoing JEE (Mains)
Exams 2021 and conducted
searches at several locations
across the country.

The accused educational
institution Affinity Education
Pvt.  Ltd.,  its directors
Siddharth Krishna,
Vishwambhar Mani Tripathi
and Govind Varshney have

been named as accused in the
case.  

“It was further alleged that
the accused company and its
directors were manipulating
the online examination of JEE
(Mains) and facilitating aspir-
ing students to get admission
in top NITs in consideration of
huge amount by solving the
question paper of the applicant
through remote access from a
chosen examination centre in
Sonepat (Haryana),” the CBI
said in a statement.

It was also alleged that the
accused used to obtain Xth
and XIIth mark sheets, the
User IDs, Passwords, and post-

dated cheques of aspiring stu-
dents in different parts of the
country as security and once
admission was done, they used
to collect heavy amount rang-
ing from RS 12-15 Lakh per
candidate.

Searches were conducted
on Thursday at 19 places
including Delhi and NCR,
Pune, Jamshedpur, Indore and
Bangalore which led to recov-
ery of 25 laptops, seven per-
sonal computers, around 30
post-dated cheques along with
voluminous incriminating
documents/ devices includ-
ing PDCs and mark sheet of
different students. 
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CHANDAN MITRA
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Seldom did he lurk around,
he strode with unmistakable

authority in each step. Though
equipped with a booming
voice, which he used often to
good effect, he would also be
caring enough not to embarrass
his staff — “colleagues”, as he
referred to them — by not
stealthily reaching them, a
polite grunt preceded his steps. 

At the book-release func-
tion for the iron-fisted KPS
Gill’s Faultlines, when a young
reporter shyly introduced him-
self in the presence of the
Editor, Dr Mitra warmly said,
“He is my colleague from The
Pioneer. You must have a drink
with him.” Another time, when
a particular article was praised
by a gentleman of Mahatma
Gandhi’s lineage, he called the
writer inside his cabin and
wryly remarked, “Yes, even I
liked it. Now, do you need a let-
ter of appreciation from me,
too?” Upon being requested
that he could express his appre-
ciation in the annual increment
assessment, he just threw a
broad grin across his broad
desk. As an aside, the raise did-
n’t come about.

He smoked, drank and
sang with aplomb. Whenever a
suitable situation presented
itself, of course. Though, at one

time, he did miss mentioning
a Dev Anand song while writ-
ing in the fortnightly glossy
about the memorable songs
picturised in train compart-
ments. At the first allusion to
the missing song, he was the
first to perk up at his omission
and sing it full-throated. A
baritone, he hummed in the lift,
the restroom and in the car, too.

At the workplace, he was
terrifying. The staff eagerly
awaited the log book for com-
ments as it came to the News
Desk from the Editor’s cabin.
This one time, he wrote with his
red pen, “Ignoramuses.” Several
feet scampered towards the dic-
tionary, and several others flew
to cover their gaping mouths.

Many of us have been
blessed with at least the ciga-
rettes, sometimes a little other
stuff, too, pinched off him in
the ungodly hours. The smoke
came with the aroma of love
and affection. There have been
hard times, differences, happy
times, and sad times some-
times, like it is now. We all hope
that he is happy and peaceful
in the place, fragrant with his
Old Spice (Original), a cigarette
between his fingers and a joy-
ful Kishore Kumar number on
his lips: Main zindagi ka saath
nibhaata chala gaya… 
(This one is by Mohd Rafi, by
the way!).
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Chandan exemplified daring
and courage, as a star

reporter, editor, owner — in
public life as a part time politi-
cian. My first interaction with
him was in 1998 when he
bought over The Pioneer for one
rupee from the Thapars who
wanted to divest a loss making
business and I had to look into
the legalities on his behalf, 
in 1998. 

He made a promise to him-
self and his employees that the
paper would come out everyday
without any break even though
it was in dire financial straits
and he not only made it good
but actually expanded to mul-
tiple editions. 

His ideological orientation

towards the BJP led a large
number of his contemporaries in
the English language press to
ostracise him, but he didn’t
flinch and The Pioneer became
the first mainstream English
daily to take stance towards the
Right and provided a 
platform for all those with a sim-
ilar stance. It requires courage to
be the first person to do so and
Chandan wasn’t left wanting. 

To keep a loss making ven-
ture afloat without stopping
publication for a single day
required him to foray into the
publications business which
he did successfully, but always
geared towards keeping The
Pioneer afloat, his one and
only priority. 

Even though a BJP ticket at
that time wasn’t a winning
proposition from West Bengal

he nevertheless plunged into
the 2009 Lok Sabha elections
from Howrah which he fought
with aplomb.

He didn’t mince his words
and set new standards for
courageous reporting, one of
the first editors to be hauled up
for contempt by the Supreme
Court and having done Pioneer
work for well over 15 years I
can say with certainty that he
would have notched up the
largest number of defamation
cases as an editor and mind you
when The Pioneer was func-
tioning on a perpetual financial
knife edge.

Chandan can be summed
up very well in Muhammad
Ali’s words “He who is not
courageous enough to take
risks will accomplish nothing
in life”.
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Sahab, Madam,

Iwould have been in fifth
standard when we first

moved to the servant quarters
in Humayun Road upon
Sahab’s appointment as a
Member of Parliament. It was
a giant leap for my family.
Shifting to a bigger house with
a garden just around the cor-
ner and a driveway so long: that
was too much space for me to
handle. I was overjoyed. 

I liked seeing you leave for
office every morning. Dressed
in semi-formal attire, often
donning a kurta, exuberating
the epitome of a man as you
reached out to your equally lux
and juggernaut of a vehicle the
‘Terracan’. I remember how
you played with ‘Loin and
Bou’ before entering the SUV.
Loin, who appeared a prodigal
child in your presence, was 
also the first one to welcome
you at night. And amid this 
mid-morning routine, Madam
was always there accompany-

ing you. 
We have grown up watch-

ing you and Madam from the
Humayun Road resident to
the home in Feroz Shah road.
My father, Mahesh Ram, used
to tell us stories about your
accomplishments in the media,
about how the senior leaders
and politicians were worried
about being “penned down” by
you and that is how I’ve tried
to embibe whatever little I
could learn from you. 

Today, when I look back, I
realise how blessed my family

and I have been. The point of
saying all this today is to tell
you how big and positive
impact you have had upon us
and how grateful I am to you
and Madam, though I cannot
be grateful enough, for 
what you’ve given to us in all
these years. 

(The writer, a young son of
Dr Chandan Mitra’s driver, had
started to pen a letter to The
Pioneer’s Editor, but before he
could finish it, Dr Mitra left for
the heavenly abode) 
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1,500 are put on record because
many Nepalese are engaged in
the informal sector jobs and
missing documentation with
the Government of Nepal. The
2020 Nepal Migration Report
estimates that the most signifi-
cant number of labour migrants
from Nepal to Afghanistan was
deployed in security services.

In the last two decades,
Nepal has become one of the
largest exporters of human
resources worldwide, with the
majority working in India,
Malaysia, the Gulf countries and
the United States. Out of a total
labour force of 7.5 million, an
estimated three million labour-
ers were working abroad in
2017-18, constituting 41.5 per
cent of the total. Nepal’s econ-
omy has seen drastic changes
due to increasing contributions
made by the remittances into the
GDP. In 2019-20 alone, Nepal
received a record 961.05 billion
Nepali Rupee (NR) as remit-
tances, accounting for 22.5 per
cent of Nepal’s current gross
domestic product of �4.26 tril-
lion evaluated at the current
market prices.

With extraordinary contri-
butions made by the Nepali
migrants to the country’s econ-
omy, missing capable repatria-
tion strength and aviation,
coordination with the host
countries and missing legal

and strategic understanding
acutely risks the lives of millions
of migrants. In the last 11
years, 7,467 Nepalese workers
have died in the host countries,
and in many cases, families of
the deceased have failed to
afford a coffin or bear trans-
portation costs. Between 2008-
2019, an estimated 21 migrants
have died in Afghanistan due to
terrorist attacks and other
unknown reasons. There were
13 Nepalese killed in the terror-
ist attack on Canadian embassy
in Kabul in 2016.

The earthquake of 2015,
COVID-19, the Israel-Palestine
Conflict and Afghanistan in the
current scenario are such
reminders, demanding
improved capabilities and emer-
gency response from the
Nepalese Government. For
instance, as soon as the other
countries began to close down
their borders due to the
COVID-19 pandemic in 2019,
there was a surge of requests
from migrant labourers, stu-
dents and others stuck on for-
eign soils to the Government of
Nepal for repatriation. During
the 2015 earthquake, Nepalese
migrant workers had pleaded to
their Government to arrange for
their repatriation after they
could not return from the Gulf
countries due to confiscation of
passports by their employers.

On all these emergency
occasions, Nepal’s constant
reliance on the international
community for rescue, repatri-
ation and emergency respons-
es exhibits the lack of political
will in developing its own capa-
bilities. The rising export of
human resources requires a
systematic post-departure
response and emergency assis-
tance. Political appointments in
foreign missions have become a
trend in Nepal that creates a vac-
uum and weakens diplomatic
capabilities due to a lack of ded-
icated training in the field.
Therefore, Nepal needs to devel-
op an ‘Emergency Response
Team’ trained explicitly for such
emergency missions evolving
army personnel, diplomats and
Government officials. Nepal
also needs to understand that
diplomatic capabilities define
one’s external outlook in glob-
al affairs in the modern-day
world. Nepal has time and
again asserted its position in
world politics, especially on
international fora, but such
weaknesses work against its
aspirations.

(This concludes the two-
part series on the Afghanistan
developments’ impact on Nepal.)

(The author is a Research
Assistant with the Vivekananda
International Foundation. The
views expressed are personal.)
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Sir — After Prashant Kishor's contribu-
tion to the TMC's win in West Bengal, the
Congress party showed its inclination to
hire the poll tactician. But the Congress
is in a dilemma after Kishor asked for the
party membership. The party high-com-
mand, the Gandhis, apparently are in
favour of inducting the poll analyst into
the party. However, some 'senior' leaders
are reluctant to see Kishor hog the lime-
light in the party. Kishor has demanded
a “free--hand” to plan his strategy for the
Congress in future elections. 

Evidently, if a newcomer gets a major
say in the all important elections, where
will they go? If Kishor reports directly to
Sonia Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi, the
importance of the ‘rebels’ in the party
would further diminish. According to the
seniors, Kishor had nothing kind to say
about the Congress party a few years ago
when he was working for another party.
But all this is common in politics, and may
not cut ice with the shrewd Sonia Gandhi.
She knows that in the grand old party, that
has been struggling lately, Kishor may be
a stabilising factor. After all, politics is
about winning elections and the Congress
supreme leader knows this well. 

Ganapathi Bhat | Nagpur 
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Sir — Justice Shekhar Yadav of Allahabad
High Court deserves all ‘compliments’ for
recommending in his order that cows
should be declared as national animal and
cow protection to be kept as a fundamen-
tal right of Hindus. He further observed
that if the culture of a country and its faith
gets hurt, the country becomes weak. The
detailed court order highlighted that the
right to life is above the right to kill and
the right to eat beef can never be consid-
ered a fundamental right and the cow is
useful even when it is old and sick. The
court order further observed that its dung
and urine are very useful for agriculture,
medicines, and most of all, for worship-
ping as a mother. 

Taking cues from the court verdict, it
is right time that the Central Government

may legislate on lines of observations
made by Justice Shekhar Yadav to declare
cows as national animal and to ban cow-
slaughter. Justice Yadav denied bail to the
man, saying he had slaughtered cows ear-
lier, too, causing social disharmony. The
court concluded that if released, he
would commit the same crime again. 

Subhash Chandra Agrawal | Delhi
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Sir — The Taliban are taking charge of
Afghanistan in the aftermath of its take-
over. It is all set to form and announce
the Government in coming days, mark-
ing the beginning of a new chapter in
the country’s history. The new Taliban
Government will be keenly watched for
how it responds to the UNSC resolu-
tion, calling on it to ensure that
Afghanistan territory is not used by
extremist groups to threaten or attack
any country or give  shelter or train mil-
itants. Negotiations are said to be ongo-
ing between the Taliban and many

countries on safe passage for evacuation
of foreign nationals.  The new
Government will have to decide on
allowing those Afghans who wish to
leave the country. 

The composition of the Government
will reveal if the Taliban keeps its
promise of an inclusive Government
with representation for all ethnic minori-
ties and tribal communities. The percep-
tion of the new Government will large-
ly hinge on how it dilutes religious fun-
damentalism in general and treats
women in particular. By giving amnesty
to those who worked for the previous
US-backed Government, the Taliban can
demonstrate that it has mellowed over
the last two decades. It will invite the
charge of cultural crackdown if it takes
decisions like banning certain forms of
music as unIslamic.  

G David Milton | Tamil Nadu
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Amid the Taliban’s takeover
of power in Afghanistan,
the leading global powers
continue to repatriate

their citizens from the strife-torn
country. At the same time, geo-
graphically smaller countries are
juxtaposed to international coop-
eration in repatriating their citizens.
In South Asia, Nepal is one such
country, trying to repatriate its
1,500 citizens from Afghanistan.
On August 15, the country’s Home
Minister Bal Krishna Khand con-
vened an inter-ministerial meeting
chaired by the Chief Secretary of
the Government of Nepal under
the chairmanship of the Heads of
Central Asia, West Asia and Africa
divisions of the Ministry of
Finance, Ministry of Home Affairs,
Ministry of Labour, Employment
and Social Security, Ministry of
Culture, Tourism and Civil
Aviation, Ministry of Health and
Population, Nepal Police, and
COVID-19 Crisis Management
Centre and the Department of
Consular Services, to chalk out an
action plan to repatriate the
Nepalese citizens.

The Government of Nepal has
created an online portal,
WhatsApp group and emergency
hotlines for its citizens to register
their repatriation requests. Since
Nepal does not have a diplomat-
ic mission in Afghanistan, the
Nepalese embassy in New Delhi
is assigned with the Afghan desk.
In this process, the Nepal
Government has also sent formal
requests to the United Nations, the
United Kingdom, Canada,
Germany, the European Union
and Japan to immediately rescue
and repatriate the Nepalis work-
ing in Kabul.

Notably, more than 100
Nepalese nationals were working
at the United States embassy in
Kabul, and 200 more with the
Canadian and German embassies.
The first batch of Nepalese repa-
triation took place on August 17
with the help of the United States
Air Force.

As of August 29, a total of 778
Nepalese citizens have been res-
cued and taken to Kathmandu.
India is also helping Nepalese
workers to board its repatriation
flights from Kabul. Meanwhile, the
exact number of Nepalese stuck in
Nepal is estimated to be between
15,000 and 20,000. However, only
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The Indian healthcare sector has
been grappling with various issues
for quite a while now and needs
an immediate address. Lack of

infrastructure, shortage of efficient and
trained manpower and high out-of-pock-
et expenditure, among others, are the per-
ils to the growth of India’s quality health
infrastructure. Thoughproviding quality
healthcare facilities to a population of 1.4
billion in itself remains a Herculean task,
it can be made possible with the efficient
working of the private sector with strong
Government backing, by way of effective
reforms in the health infrastructure
domain.

There has been a severe shortage of
trained manpower in the medical stream
and this includes doctors, nurses and para-
medics. There is scope for raising the
capacity of existing teaching and training
institutes while adding new ones in the
long run.

Similarly, deficient infrastructure in the
form of lack of a well-equipped medical
institutesis glaring.  It is hoped that things
improve with the newly-constituted
National Medical Commission (NMC),
which has put forward the idea of doing
away with the requirement of minimum
of five acres of land for setting up a med-
ical college. A diligent move like this could
possibly change the equation when it
comes to setting up more medical teach-
ing facilities in the country to curtail the
shortfall of experienced medical doctors
and staff.

On the other hand, high out-of-pock-
et expenditure, even for basic health facil-
ities, has been a cause of concern. Every
citizen has the right to access to basic
health facilities and a possible solution to
address the issue could be to increase the
adoption of health insurance, including
imparting knowledge and spreading
awareness on the benefits of having health
insurance. Perhaps, the Government and
private institutions both need to work
together for this.

AYUSH is the acronym of Ayurveda,
Yoga and Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and
Homeopathy. Over the centuries, many
medical systems have emerged in India.
Ayurveda is the ancient and sacred system
of health care, originated in India over
5,000 years ago. This was further enriched
by saintswith siddha and yoga practices.
Unani Tibb, which was known from the
period of Hippocrates, came to India dur-
ing the 8th century AD. Like Unani,
Homeopathy, which is not of Indian ori-
gin, got blended with the Indian tradition-
al medical practice due to similarity in its
holistic medical philosophy and principles. 

Regardless of why an individual uses
it, AYUSH medicine provides important
health care services in the prevention, diag-
nosis and treatment of an extensive range
of ailments. The introduction of Allopathy
(or Western medicine)which is based on
biomedical concepts that provide fast
action led to the neglect of Indian tradition-
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Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitaraman said recently
that reducing prices of

petroleum products is not
possible till 2026. The key
question is if collecting near-
ly �22 lakh crore to repay just
�2.38 lakh crore dues is jus-
tified? Let us juxtapose her
assertions with the data pre-
sented to parliament over
the years by the ministry of
petroleum and natural gas. 

She presented several fal-
lacious arguments changing
the goal post continuously, in
tune with BJP’S empty
promises like depositing �15
lakh into the bank accounts
of each Indian. Her statement
is motivated by the fact that
public at large is resenting the
perennial price rise that is
reflected in the latest edition
of Mood of The Nation

Survey by India Today. It is
also motivated by Amit
Malaviya, head of BJP’s IT
cell, the churning house of
fake news. I am surprised to
know the fact that the cell is
more knowledgeable of pub-
lic finances than the Finance
Minister. 

In 2018, then minister for
petroleum and natural gas
Dharmendra Pradhan argued
that the constant increase of
petro prices was inevitable as
the Government wanted
funds to subsidise food secu-
rity. This contention is also
false as the expenditure on
account of food security was
reduced from �1,39,419 crore
in 2015-16 to �1,08,688 crore
by 2019-20. Moreover, the
central Government saved a
good amount of money from
subsidies on petroleum prod-

ucts. The central subsidy on
petrol stood at �85,378 crore
in 2013-14 but came down to
�24,460 by 2018-19, amount-
ing to a saving of nearly
�60,000 crore. Same as the
case with the savings of
�25,000 crore from reduced
subsidies on kerosene sup-
plied through public distrib-
ution system and �30,000

crore on LPG subsidy. Thus,
the BJP government over the
last six years saved an amount
�1.15 lakh crore by constant-
ly reducing the subsidies on
petro products.

Another important rea-
son for the price rise is the
‘under recoveries’ argument.
The reported under recover-
ies in 2012-13 stood at � 1,029
crore and it came down to
�28,249 crore in 2017-18.
We could not see any amount
mentioned against this head
in the latest annual reports of
petroleum ministry. That
means over the period, the
petroleum companies recov-
ered their dues in full. Thus,
an additional amount of �1.40
lakh crore has been mobilised
through day-to-day price
manipulation of petro prod-
ucts. This could only be pos-

sible when the constantly
increased prices of petro
products factors a percentage
of price towards this end. 

It is well known that a
whopping �18.11 lakh crore
accrued to the central
Government by way of cen-
tral excise tax, reflecting a 400
per cent increase between
2014-15 and 2020-21.
Approximately, another �12
lakh crore accrued to the
states. Cumulatively the state
and central Governments
made a hole in the people’s
purse to the tune of �32.66
lakh crore of which �20.66
lakh crore went directly to the
centre. The reason for this,
according to the BJP’s IT cell
and the finance minister, is to
repay the oil bonds raised by
the UPA Government. 

The UPA Government,

due to coalition compulsions,
was more sensitive to the
public mood. This core aspect
of governance is missing from
the current dispensation. The
issuance of oil bonds was also
the result of policy frame
work adopted by former
finance ministers. The UPA
wanted to reduce the burden
of under recoveries to the oil
marketing companies while
reducing the price burden on
the common man. With this
dual goal the then central
Government issued oil bonds.
Accordingly, consumers were
able to get the petro products
at artificially reduced prices.
However, the UPA
Government was compelled
to do so due to the reasons
beyond its control over inter-
national oil prices. 

There is no such an inter-

national compulsion on
today’s BJP Government and
yet it went on increasing the
prices. The cost of oil bonds
issued by the UPA govern-
ment was �2.38 lakh crore
between 2014 and 2026. If the
pace of central excise duties
continues till 2026, the accru-
als to the exchequer would be
to somewhere between �40-
50 lakh crore. That means, the
central Government has
designed a method that
enables it to credit 200 times
higher amount than it is sup-
posed to pay without any for-
mal policy announcement.
This is the loot that was hap-
pening in broad day light over
the last seven years. To justi-
fy this, the finance minister
brought in a fallacious logic
that cannot stand even min-
imal scrutiny. 
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al medical systems. Of course, the
Allopathic system is bio-medicine
based on experimental concepts due
to their remarkable information on
causation of diseases, their course,
prognosis, management of disease,
among others. but it is not the solu-
tion to complete health, as here
drugs are effective as long as you
take them. Allopathy treats a part
and disease rather than eliminating
the root cause of the ailment. 

Health is not only the state of
being free from illness or injury.
According to the World Health
Organization (WHO), health is a
state of complete physical, mental
and social well-being and not
merely the absence of disease or
infirmity. There are numerous fac-
tors that have led to the widespread
and increasing appeal of Ayurveda
and AYUSH medicine throughout
the world. The United States and
European countries have advanced
and developed healthcare systems
based on Allopathy but failed dur-
ing COVID-19. Interest in AYUSH
medicines is particularly of those
who have benefited from the
AYUSH concept of immunity dur-
ing the pandemic. It is affordable,
closely corresponds to the patient's
ideology, safety and efficacy - these
are the popular reasons for the
acceptance of AYUSH medicine.
AYUSH medicines have demon-
strated efficacy in areas such as
mental health, disease prevention,
treatment of non-communicable
diseases, and improvement of the
quality of life for persons living with
chronic diseases as well as for the
aging population. 

Now it is time to focus on the
indigenous AYUSH system as the
first line in healthcare. This is why

the government has given attention
on mainstreaming the Potential of
AYUSH in National Health Policy
2017. The shift to AYUSH will
boost both revenue and employ-
ment in many sectors, particularly
the cultivation, collection and pro-
cessing of medicinal plants.
Medicinal preparations of AYUSH
system include single herb or poly-
herbal formulations with or with-
out other natural active ingredients.

Smart technologies such as
artificial intelligence (AI) are mak-
ing a world of difference in the way
health systems in developing coun-
tries work. For instance, in   Brazil,
Malaysia and the Philippines, AI is
being deployed to control various
mosquito-borne diseases, including
dengue, Zika, and chikungunya,
among others.

And in other developing
nations, hospitals are using AI to
accurately predict a patient’s risk of
a heart attack seven years before it
might occur. This way, resources
and medicine can then specifical-
ly target people at the highest risk.
The good part is India is also har-
nessing the potential of AI in
healthcare and facilities are being
upgraded in this regard.

People in rural and distant
areas still lack access to basic
healthcare. There is a need for fill-
ing the gap in the last-mile deliv-
ery of patient care in remote loca-
tions. As India aims to raise the
stakes in digital transformation in
the healthcare system, companies or
even start-ups in the healthcare
domain can create and deploy
innovative technology to facilitate
last-mile delivery of services.

Overall, there is enough scope
for the healthcare ecosystem to be

enabled with a framework of pre-
ventive caregiving using clinical
knowledge, access to clinical data,
and usage of new-age smart clini-
cal tools to enable predictability
while deploying cutting-edge tech-
nologies such as Artificial
Intelligence (AI), Machine Learning
(ML), and Natural Language
Processing (NLP).

As part of Government initia-
tives towards improving the health-
care ecosystemIn the past few
years, the Union Government has
been rolling out a series of reforms
to achieve universal healthcare
through the implementation of the
National Health Policy of 2017, the
Ayushman Bharat-Pradhan Mantri
Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY),
the Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan
and National Digital Health
Mission (NDHM). 

Building digital infrastructure
for the healthcare sector through
the National Digital Health Mission
(NDHM) initiated by the Prime
Minister's Digital India movement
will bring in reforms for improving
healthcare delivery to the lastmile
in the next few years. 

However, there is a need to
deploy technology wherever pos-
sible to streamline the processes in
order to manage efficient patient
flow. In addition, there is the
challenge to think beyond the
obvious and promote home care or
telehealth services, which can be
leveraged to reduce the patient-
load burden to a large extent.

As aforementioned, the pan-
demic has been a sort of eye-open-
er for the healthcare ecosystem and
various steps have already been ini-
tiated to bring about changes in the
long run.
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Washington: There is no rush
to recognise the Taliban either
by the United States or many of
the countries that it has spoken
to, the White House said assert-
ing that such a move would be
dependent on what they deliv-
er on the expectations of the
global community.

“There's no rush to recog-
nition from the United States or
any country we have spoken
with around the world. It will be
very dependent on their behav-
iour and whether they deliver
on what the expectations are of
the global community,” White
House Press Secretary Jen Psaki
told reporters at her daily news
conference on Wednesday.

At a separate news confer-
ence, the State Department
echoed the same view. “We will
continue to have conversations
that serve our interests, as well
as our allies and partners,”

Under Secretary of State for
Political Affairs Victoria J
Nuland told reporters.

“But the first thing we want
is to see them live up to the
obligations that they have under
the UN Charter, as well as the
public statements that they
themselves have made about
their expectation for an
Afghanistan that respects
human rights, respects interna-
tional law, allows international
citizens and Afghans who wish
to leave,” she said in response to
a question.

The US obviously had con-
tacts with the Taliban during the
withdrawal, she said.

“We had it during the effort
that we were trying to midwife
a negotiation. Those conversa-
tions have continued intensive-
ly to enable the evacuation of -
- that we undertook, and to try
to get the kinds of guarantees of
safe passage, etc., and tolerance,
and to talk about the standard
set in the UN Security Council
resolution to talk about the
terrorist threat as well because
the expectation is that they
claim to be able to control the
security of Afghanistan,” Nuland
said.

The United States, she said,
stands by the latest UN Security
Council resolution. “Those are
the international community's
expectations and the UNSC's
expectations for a Taliban-led
government, and the way it will
govern, and the way it will
interact with the international
system,” she said. PTI
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������2�����7 Kabul: Even in the final days of Washington's chaotic

airlift in Afghanistan, Javed Habibi was getting phone
calls from the US Government promising that the green
card holder from Richmond, Virginia, his wife and their
four daughters would not be left behind. 

He was told to stay home and not worry, that they
would be evacuated. Late Monday, however, his heart
sank as he heard that the final U.S. Flights had left Kabul's
airport, followed by the blistering staccato sound of
Taliban gunfire, celebrating what they saw as their vic-
tory over America.

“They lied to us,” Habibi said of the US government.
He is among hundreds of American citizens and green
card holders stranded in the Afghan capital.

Victoria Nuland, undersecretary of state for polit-
ical affairs, would not address individual cases but said
all U.S. Citizens and lawful permanent residents who
could not get evacuation flights or were otherwise strand-
ed had been contacted individually in the past 24 hours
and told to expect further information about routes out
once those have been arranged.

“We will communicate directly to them personal-
ized instructions on what they should do, when they
should do it, and how the United States government feels
we are best positioned to help them do that," added State
Department spokesman Ned Price.

Secretary of State Antony Blinken praised the evac-
uation effort despite the scenes of thousands of people
jammed outside the gates  at Kabul's airport. AP

Islamabad: Pakistan on
Thursday temporarily closed a
key border crossing with
Afghanistan, apparently due
to fear of the influx of refugees
eager to leave their homeland
after the Taliban seized power
last month.

Chaman border crossing -
the second-largest commer-
cial border point with
Afghanistan after the Torkham
commercial town in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa - has been closed
due to security threats, Geo
News reported, citing sources.

Earlier in the day, Interior
Minister Sheikh Rashid Ahmed
had said that the Chaman
crossing may be closed for
some days due to security
threats.

“We will be closing the
Chaman crossing for a while,”
he said, without specifying
how long the border would be
shut. He said there was calm in
and around the border.
“Our forces are present at the
border. We are proud of our
security institutions for the
service they are rendering for
the security of the country,” he
said.

He said Pakistan desires
peace and stability in
Afghanistan, adding  that peace
in Afghanistan is important for
peace in Pakistan. PTI

Brdo Castle (Slovenia): Still reeling from the
European Union's shortcomings in Afghanistan,
officials from the 27-nation bloc met 
Thursday to discuss ways to improve their
response to future crises and not be so reliant on
the U.S.

European ministers of defense and foreign
affairs gathered in Slovenia for talks also involv-
ing NATO and U.N. Officials to look at ways to
improve the bloc's operational engagement and
develop a rapid response force capable of oper-
ating in difficult military theaters.

Ministers will discuss plans for the so-called
strategic compass, a document aiming at har-
monizing crisis management and defining
defense ambitions for the bloc that is expected
to be drafted before the end of the year. 

“It's clear that the need for more European
defense has never been as much as evident as
today after the events in Afghanistan,” EU for-
eign policy chief Josep Borrell said upon his
arrival.  AP

Kabul: Some three dozen Afghan women have
held a demonstration in front of the governor's
office in western Herat province, urging the
new government to uphold advances in
women's rights following the Taliban 
takeover.

Friba Kabrzani, an organiser of the
Thursday rally, says that women should have
political participation in the new Government,
including the Cabinet and Loya Jirga, or
elders' council.

Afghan women have made many sacrifices
over the past 20 years to achieve what they have,
she said, adding: “We want the world to hear
us and we want our rights to be saved." 

Kabrzani says that some local families did
not allow other women to join the march
although they wanted to out of fear for their
safety, after the ultraconservative Taliban reli-
gious militia took control of the country in
mid-August.

Another participant, Maryam Ebram, said
that although the Taliban were giving beauti-
ful speeches on television, there have been abus-
es of power in the public space.  AP
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UK Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab will meet the Amir of
Qatar and the Qatari Foreign Minister in Doha on Thursday

to discuss the situation in Afghanistan and secure safe passage
for British nationals and Afghan supporters from the conflict-
torn country, the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development
Office (FCDO) said.

The FCDO said the Cabinet minister's decision to visit Doha
first on a trip to the region reflects the "high-profile" role the
Qataris have played with regard to Afghanistan in recent years,
including hosting the Taliban political office in Doha since
2013. 

The prospect of getting Kabul airport up and running and
safe passage for foreign nationals and Afghans across land bor-
ders is said to be on top of the agenda for his visit to Qatar. The
Gulf state has already begun discussions about how best to ensure
security at Kabul airport.

In Doha, Raab will meet the Amir of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad al Thani, and deputy prime minister and foreign min-
ister Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman al Thani.

“The Foreign Secretary will seek Qatari views on the feasi-
bility of a functioning airport in Kabul, either for charter or com-
mercial flights, which would provide a vital route for remain-
ing UK nationals and Afghans most at risk to leave the coun-
try,” the FCDO said.

Berlin: Angela Merkel will leave
office as one of modern
Germany's longest-serving lead-
ers and a global diplomatic
heavyweight, with a legacy
defined by her management of
a succession of crises that shook
a fragile Europe rather than any
grand visions for her own coun-
try. 

In 16 years at the helm of
Europe's biggest economy,
Merkel did end military con-
scription, set Germany on
course for a future without
nuclear and fossil-fueled power,
enable the legalization of same-
sex marriage, introduce a
national minimum wage and
benefits encouraging fathers to
look after young children,
among other things.

But a senior ally recently
summed up what many view as
her main service: as an anchor
of stability in stormy times. He
told Merkel: “You protected our
country well.” “All the
major crossroads you had to
navigate ... We never mapped
out in any election program —
they came overnight and you
had to govern well,” Bavarian
governor Markus Soeder said.
Merkel passed her first test in
2008, pledging at the height of
the global financial crisis that
Germans' savings were safe. AP

Alcanar (Spain): Spain's north-
east town of Alcanar took toll
Thursday of the damage to
homes and businesses caused
by flooding produced by
intense rain that fell on large
areas of the country.

Residents said that they
were fortunate that no lives
were lost when over 250 liters
per square meter (45 gallons
per square yard) were dumped
on the town between mid-
night and 6 p.M. On
Wednesday.

“We had to get upstairs to
our apartment and then leave
it all in God's hands,” said Rosa
María Sancho, the 67-year-old
owner of a restaurant on the
Alcanar boardwalk.

The flash flooding quickly
turned streets into swift rivers
that swept away all in their
path. Several cars were carried
away and around a dozen
ended up tossed into the surf
of the Mediterranean Sea.
Homes and businesses were
filled with mud, water and
debris. Sancho's daughter Carla
Bayerri said that they watched
helplessly as “part of the terrace
went into the sea.”

Other parts of Spain's
central and northern areas,
including Madrid, also saw
flooding on Wednesday. AP

Brussels: The European Union's
infectious diseases agency on
Thursday urged countries to
push ahead with their primary
coronavirus vaccination pro-
grams and played down the
need for booster shoots to ward
off the delta variant among the
general public.

The European Centre for
Disease Prevention and Control
said that approved vaccines are
“currently highly effective” in
limiting the impact of Covid-19.
“The priority now should be to
vaccinate all those eligible indi-
viduals who have not yet com-
pleted their recommended vac-
cination course,” it said.

After a slow start to Europe's
vaccine drive, the EU's executive
branch, the European
Commission, announced this
week that on average 70 per cent
of adults are fully vaccinated
across the 27-nation bloc. But

national vaccination rates vary,
with Bulgaria and Romania
notably slow with their pro-
grams.On Wednesday, France
became the first big EU country
to start administering booster
shots of Covid-19 vaccine to
people over 65 and those with
underlying health conditions as
the delta variant spreads in the
country. Spanish health author-
ities are considering similar
action.

The ECDC said additional
shots should be considered for
people “with severely weakened
immune systems” if the first
shots don't protect them well
enough, but that “there is no
urgent need for the administra-
tion of booster doses of vaccines
to fully vaccinated individuals in
the general population.” 

It's common for protection
from vaccines to decrease over
time.  AP

Peshawar: The Taliban are all set
to announce the  formation of a
new Government in Kabul on the
lines of the Iranian  leadership, with
the group's top religious leader
Mullah Hebatullah  Akhundzada as
Afghanistan's supreme authority, a
senior member of the group has
said.

“Consultations are almost
finalised on the new government,
and the necessary discussions have
also been held about the cabinet,”
Mufti Inamullah Samangani, a
senior official in the Taliban's
information and culture commis-
sion, said on Wednesday.

He said the group is all set to
announce the formation of the new
government in Kabul in the next
three days.

In the new set-up, 60-year-old
Mullah Akhundzada will be the
Supreme Leader of the Taliban gov-
ernment, which will follow the pat-
tern of the Iranian leadership.

In Iran, the supreme leader is
the highest political and religious
authority of the country. He ranks

above the president and appoints
the heads of the military, the gov-
ernment, and the judiciary. The
supreme leader has final say in the
political, religious and military
affairs of the country.

“Mullah Akhunzada will be
the leader of the Government and
there should be no question on
this,” he said, indicating that the
president will work under his over-
sight.  Mullah Akhunzada is the top
religious leader of the Taliban and
has been serving at a mosque in
Kachlaak area of Balochistan
province for 15 years.

Samangani said that under the
new governmental set-up, gover-
nors will control the provinces,
while the district governors will be
in-charge of their respective dis-
tricts.  The Taliban has already
appointed governors, police chiefs
and police commanders for
provinces and districts.

The name of the new gover-
nance system, the national flag and
the national anthem are yet to be
finalised, he said. PTI
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New steps to tackle climate
change and boost invest-

ment were announced on
Thursday at the 11th India-UK
Economic and Financial
Dialogue (EFD) between
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman and UK Chancellor
Rishi Sunak, driving forward
the bilateral agenda of an
Enhanced Trade Partnership.

Sitharaman and Sunak,
who met virtually for the annu-
al summit, signed off a USD
1.2-billion package of public

and private investment in
green projects and renewable
energy to boost India’s green
growth ambitions.

This includes a USD 1 bil-
lion investment from CDC, the
UK’s development finance
institution in green projects in
India, joint investments by
both Governments to support
companies working on innov-
ative green tech solutions, and
a new USD 200 million private
and multilateral investment
into the joint Green Growth
Equity Fund which invests in
Indian renewable energy.
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The account aggregator
ecosystem in the country is

in a nascent stage and there is
a need for its orderly growth,
Reserve Bank of India’s deputy
governor M Rajeshwar Rao
said on Thursday.

Account Aggregators (AA)
are entities that enable financial
data sharing from Financial
Information Providers (FIPs) to
Financial Information Users
(FIUs), based on the consent
from the customers.

“The account aggregator
ecosystem is still in a nascent
stage of development. But given
the sensitivity of the platform
on account of the nature of data
handled by it, it becomes
imperative to ensure that the
growth is orderly,” Rao said
while speaking at iSPIRIT
Foundation event.

AA acts as an intermedi-
ary and helps connect the cus-

tomer to multiple Financial
Information Providers (FIPs)
through standardised API
(Application Programming
Interfaces). 

Some of the account
aggregators that have received
approval from RBI include
CAMSFinServ, Cookiejar
Technologies Pvt Ltd, FinSec
AA Solutions Pvt Ltd and
NSEL Asset Data Ltd, among
others. The deputy governor
said as the business of account
aggregators grow, it is feasible
for different categories of finan-
cial institutions, under the
jurisdiction of different finan-
cial regulators, to talk to one
another over their respective
technology based platforms. 

“Seamless movement of
data over different institutions
with complete confidentiality
will be the basic requirement
for orderly growth and smooth
functioning of the account
aggregator framework,” he said.

����� ��������	

Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari on Thursday said

�100 lakh crore-Gatishakti
scheme will provide a frame-
work for the National
Infrastructure Pipeline pro-
gramme and make Indian
products more competitive by
cutting down logistic costs and
improving supply chains.

Addressing the American

Chamber of Commerce’s
(AMCHAM) 29th AGM,
Gadkari also sought invest-
ments in the road sector from
insurance and pension funds of
the US.”Our Government is
soon going to launch the
national master plan of (the)
Prime Minister - Gatishakti
scheme of more than �100
lakh crore for holistic and inte-
grated infrastructure develop-
ment in India,” he said. 
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Markets resumed their
upward march on

Thursday after a day’s pause as
hectic buying in IT, FMCG and
bank stocks propelled bench-
marks to new closing highs.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
rallied 514.33 points or 0.90 per
cent to finish at its fresh all-
time high of 57,852.54.
Similarly, the NSE Nifty surged
157.90 points or 0.92 per cent
to record 17,234.15.

TCS topped the Sensex
gainers chart with a jump of
3.34 per cent, followed by
HUL, UltraTech Cement, Dr
Reddy’s, Nestle India, Kotak
Bank and Titan. 

TCS, Reliance Industries,
HUL and HDFC accounted for
around half of the benchmark’s
gains. 

In contrast, M&M was the

top loser, tumbling 2.29 per
cent after the automaker said it
will slash output by up to 25 per
cent owing to the global semi-
conductor shortage. 

Bajaj Auto, Bajaj Finserv,
Bajaj Finance, Asian Paints
and L&T were among the other
laggards, dropping up to 0.79
per cent. 

The market breadth was
positive, with 22 Sensex com-
ponents ending in the green,
while the remaining eight
nursed losses.  “Indian markets
started on a positive note
despite mixed Asian market
cues which traded lacklustre as
investors eye US jobs data.
During the afternoon session,
markets added to the gains on
the back of sustained buying
activities by traders,” said
Narendra Solanki, 

Head- Equity Research
(Fundamental), Anand Rathi.  

Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit Financial
Services, said domestic indices
climbed amid positive eco-
nomic data, FII buying and
mixed global markets ahead of
the release of US job data.  

“Economic data is nudg-
ing the performance of core
sectors like capital goods and
industrials while the recent
high performance of the mar-
ket is also tempting investors to
shift to safer defensive sectors.
All major sectors followed the
market trend while the auto
sector lost ground due to weak
sales,” he added.Sectorally, BSE
FMCG, IT, consumer durables,
teck, basic materials and real-
ty indices advanced as much as
1.56 per cent, while auto and oil
and gas indices ended in the
red.  Broader BSE midcap and
smallcap indices spurted up to
0.93 per cent. 
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India’s merchandise exports in
August 2021 rose to $33.14

billion, higher by 45.17 per cent
on a year-on-year basis, pre-
liminary data showed on
Thursday.Exports in August
2020 stood at $22.83 billion.

Besides, the data furnished
by the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry showed that in
comparison to August 2019,
last month’s exports rose by
27.5 per cent.

“Value of non-petroleum
exports in August 2021 was
$28.58 billion, registering a
positive growth of 36.57 per

cent over non-petroleum
exports of $20.93 billion in
August 2020 and a positive
growth of 25.44 per cent over
non-petroleum exports of
$22.78 billion in August 2019.

“Value of non-petroleum
and non-gems and jewellery
exports in August 2021 was
$25.15 billion, registering a
positive growth of 31.66 per
cent over non-petroleum and
non-gems and jewellery
exports of $19.1 billion in
August 2020 and a positive
growth of 28.53 per cent over
non-petroleum and non-gems
and jewellery exports of $19.57
billion in August 2019.”
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The Comptroller and
Auditor General of India

(CAG)  has urged the auditors
to make far greater use of data
analytics and Artificial
Intelligence and Machine
Learning for optimising effi-
cient use of their own scarce
resources and also effectively
meeting the requirements and
needs of their stakeholders. 

In his opening remarks at
the e-seminar on “IT Audit in
the Era of Industrial Revolution
4.0: Opportunities and
Challenges” of INTOSAI
WGITA, CAG G C Murmu on
Thursday emphasised that, in
the fourth industrial revolution,
audit professionals, especially
Information Technology audi-
tors, must prepare themselves
to face multi-faceted changes
and challenges. 
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Union Civil Aviation
Minister Jyotiraditya M

Scindia has written to Chief
Ministers of Telangana and
Meghalaya, requesting their
personal intervention in expe-
diting various matters for
strengthening aviation infra-
structure in these States.  While
writing to Telangana CM K.
Chandrashekar Rao, Scindia
has drawn his attention towards
the issue of extension of peri-
od of Concession Agreement
for Hyderabad International
Airport Limited (HIAL).

The Minister mentioned
that a Concession Agreement
(CA) dated December 20, 2004

has been executed between
Ministry of Civil Aviation,
Government of India and
HIAL for development, con-
struction, operation and main-
tenance of Hyderabad
International Airport. In terms
of clause 13.7.1 of CA, M/S
HIAL has requested for exten-
sion of its concession period for
another 30 years beyond the
initial 30 years, i.e beyond
March 23, 2038 and till
23.03.2068. The State
Government has been request-
ed to re-examine the request of
HIAL for extension of the peri-
od of Concession Agreement
and furnish its recommenda-
tions to the Ministry of Civil
Aviation.
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Today with the Delhi Metro
Rail Corporation Limited,

a joint venture of the
Government of India and the
Government of Delhi, to pre-
pare the DPR of the proposed
airport metro for a total of
35.64 km from Pari Chowk in
Greater Noida to Noida
International Airport. The con-
tract has been signed by
Yamuna Expressway Industrial
Development Authority.

The total distance of the

proposed metro from Pari
Chowk to Noida International
Airport has been estimated as
35.64 km. Along with this,
feasibility study of metro rail
project from Pari Chowk in
Greater Noida to Shivaji
Station, New Delhi will also be
done by DMRC. The said DPR
will be made available in the
authority by DMRC within a
period of 09 months, after
which the development work of
the metro will be started. 
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Dating and sex can be a diffi-
cult terrain to navigate, espe-
cially during a pandemic,

even if you have the best intentions
at heart. There is far more to consent
than ‘no means no’ — not that we
would know much from the limited
pop-culture references we’ve grown
up against through Bollywood and
TV shows. 

In popular shows such as The
Bold Type, Alex questions himself
over an incident that he thought was
consensual or Modern Love that
showcases navigating in the grey
zone, it’s clear - consent is a layered
concept. The situations can be
nuanced and hard to read. That’s why
it’s so critical we talk about them.
Every person you meet will have their
own boundaries and expectations.
Thus, communication is the key to
building a better and comfortable
bond. This is where consent comes
into play. It is a necessary part of any
connection. 

According to the dictionary,
consent is an act of asking for permis-
sion to do something and in terms of
dating, it is an act to take permission
before any intimate activity.
Sometimes consent is expressed with
words, sometimes with actions. The
point is that, if you meet someone
online or in person, you have a
responsibility to respect their bound-
aries, and they must respect yours. If
you aren’t absolutely sure what they’re
comfortable with, just use these
magic words:
“Are you comfortable?”
“Is this okay?”
“Do you want to slow down?”
“Do you want to go any further?”

If you are meeting up with
someone, remember you must ensure

to actively consent for any level of
intimacy. And if you are ready to take
the next step with them, you should
receive their consent at every step of
the way as well. While it may sound
simple, there are several legal aspects
to consent that you may or may not
know. Despite it being 2021, there is
still so much ambiguity and shame
surrounding sexuality that consent is
the last thing spoken about, and
hence it is SO important to talk about
the same.

This is why, Tinder, along with
Pink Legal and Yuvaa have come
together to create eight simple point-
ers to keep handy if you are ever con-
fused about legality of consent:

�There is no consent if a person is
mentally or physically incapacitat-
ed or impaired under the influence
of drugs or alcohol – because they
cannot understand the fact, nature,
or extent of the situation.

�Consent is freely given when there

is no fear, pressure or threat involved.
Offenders do not always use physi-
cal force; they may use threats,
manipulation, or coercion.

�Obtaining consent from a woman
by not only putting her, but even
someone she cares about in danger,
is also illegal.

�You always have the right to say ‘no’.
The lack of ‘no’ is not consent. If
someone seems uncomfortable or
hesitant, ask how they are feeling and
offer to give them space. ‘Maybe’
always means ‘no’.

�A ‘yes’ for one kind of sexual
activity does not mean a ‘yes’ for
another. Consent isn’t something
you give one time- it is something you
continuously check in about through-
out your time together. Even after ini-
tial consent, the other person always
has the right to change their mind
and say no- and so do you.

�Legal definitions will vary, but

sexual assault generally refers to any
sexual contact or activity that occurs
without the consent of the victim.
This includes rape, non-consensual
touching, or forced acts such as per-
forming or receiving oral sex. Oral
sex is now considered ‘rape’ under law
(section 375 (d)) of the Indian Penal
Code. It also includes forcing a
woman to perform any sexual act
with another person (even if not with
yourself).

�Any sexual intercourse with a girl
under the age of 18 is considered
statutory rape under law, even if it was
done with her consent.

�If someone does force you to do
something you haven’t agreed to;
once you are in a safe space, alert the
authorities and let them help you
understand what you can do.

Keeping your loved ones safe
should not be a topic that is kept
under the wraps. ‘Let’s talk about con-
sent’ is a conversation worth having.

As the whole world has been
relentlessly reeling under the

influence of notorious Coronavirus
for more than a year and a half,
humankind has come a long way
ahead in adapting to the perennial-
ly changing circumstances. But
there have been times when people
have doubted the future and
expressed the uncanny feeling of lin-
gering despair.  

Entrepreneurship was no excep-
tion; even this lucrative segment had
to bear the brunt of the economic
slowdown. But as Albert Einstein
has rightly said “in the midst of
every crisis, lies great opportunity,”
undeniably the pandemic opened
new avenues for the entrepreneurs
to capitalize on and grow their busi-
ness and at the same time also con-
tribute to the revenue model of the
country. 

Let’s recapitulate some opportu-
nities on which entrepreneurship
can bank on for a more lucrative
future:

Crisis is the mother of all
innovation  

It is a universally accepted
fact that funding plays a very cru-
cial role in deciding the fate of the
business. As the macro economy
across the world witnessed dis-

couraging sentiments, the compa-
ny finances were also disrupted
severely. 

Acquiring investors was
already a challenge even in the pre-
pandemic days, and it was only
intensified with the arrival of
COVID-19. Hence, businesses
require being agile enough to
come up with unique innovations
that help in grabbing the attention
of the investors as well as the stake-
holders. They must be perceptive
enough to comprehend the inno-
vations desired by the society and
deliver solutions that are in service
to the community.

Ironically, the crisis has given
a boom to need-based entrepre-
neurship. Businesses have the
opportunity to venture into new
areas and tab on the unexplored
segments. New ventures don’t just
garner financing but also have the
potential to drive the sale of the
products/ services based on the
uniqueness of the idea. 

Champion digitization
Although robust digital penetra-

tion had already been underway, the
pandemic only accelerated the dig-
ital transformation. As the lockdown
forced the companies to discontin-
ue their functioning from the office,

the only option available was to take
leverage of the online platforms.
Businesses exercise the liberty to
carry on their work smoothly, with-
out being bothered about violating
the safety protocols of the govern-
ment or fear of contracting the
deadly disease.

It can be considered as an
opportunity disguised in crisis,
because companies get the leverage
to connect with their customers.
They can also expand their presence
on the various leading social media
platforms; establish a connection
with the virtual communities and
initiate acquaintance with the influ-
encers.

Online platforms serve as an
instrumental tool that gives insights
into the on-going trends and the
changing behaviour of the cus-
tomer. By understanding their aspi-
rations better, businesses can devise
strategies accordingly to deliver just
the right mix of services desired by
the audience.

The innate possibility to diver-
sify

The pandemic has taught entre-
preneurs to be as versatile as possi-
ble. Staking all their fortune into one
segment can be detrimental.
Diversifying into different verticals
must be considered seriously. This
way even when the market shows
discouraging trends, the entrepre-
neurs have the other channels to
compensate for the loss incurred by
one business.

This way they can constantly
acquire and upgrade new skills,
much required to compete effective-
ly in the fiercely harsh environment.
By up skilling themselves with the lat-
est technology and keeping a tab on
the digital tools, they can add new
experiences to the company, proving
to be instrumental in enriching the
scope of the business.

Therefore, instead of reiterating
the drawbacks of the pandemic,
businesses must be foresighted to
unravel the opportunities by going
beyond the blinding effect of the cri-
sis. It can be truly said that the busi-
nesses that withstand the test of time
are the ones with the real survival
skills.  

(The author is the founder and
CEO at D7 Events, an event man-

agement company.)
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Awave of shock and grief has taken
over Bollywood after the sudden

demise of actor Sidharth Shukla on
September 2, 2021. The actor, who
was 40, passed away in Mumbai’s
Cooper Hospital after suffering a
massive heart attack in the morning.

The actor was best known for his
role of Shivraj Shekhar in Balika
Vadhu. Even after his demise, he is
being remembered for the way he
showed his acting skills in the serial.
Besides this, he also did Dil Se Dil Tak,
Bigg Boss 13, Fear Factor: Khatron Ke
Khiladi 7 and hosted shows like
Savdhaan India and also did projects
with Karan Johar like Humpty
Sharma Ki Dulhania.

The star has left a huge void, also
in the 2018 show Balika Vadhu as
now the sitcom bears three cast-
member losses, after Pratyusha
Banerjee and Surekha Sikri.

His friends and colleagues
expressed their grief on Twitter.
Actor Salman Khan took to Twitter
and wrote, “Gone too soon
Siddharth.. you shall be missed.
Condolences to the family. RIP.”

Actress Parineeti Chopra
expressed, “Unable to process this.
Rest in peace, Siddharth Shukla.
You were truly loved, by millions.”

Actor Ajay Devgn expressed his
grief as he tweeted, “Life & death are
both baffling. But when someone as

young as Sidharth Shukla passes away
suddenly, one is very sad...
Condolences to his family. RIP
Sidharth.”

The actor R Madhavan wrote,
“Heartbreaking and tragic. Rest in
peace, brother. Just don’t have words
to express my anguish.”

Actor Kushal Tandon uploaded
a picture with Sidharth and tweeted,
“Sad, shocking, May God give
strength to his mother, sister and fam-
ily, RIP brother, fly away into a dif-
ferent world peacefully. Om Shanti.”

Amidst this, an old tweet, from
2017, of the Big Boss season 13’s win-

ner resurfaced. It said, “Death is not
the greatest loss in life. The greatest
loss is what dies inside us while we
live...”

Director Hansal Mehta, pointed
out how young Shukla was. He
tweeted, “No age to have a heart
attack. No age to go. This is extreme-

ly sad and disturbing. Hope this time
for sadness, reflection and mourning
does not get converted into a tamasha
by some idiots.”

Actor Varun Dhawan, who
worked with actor Sidharth Shukla in
the latter’s Bollywood debut Humpty
Sharma Ki Dulhania posted a picture
of them on Instagram and wrote,
“RIP brother, you are loved by so
many and you touched so many with
your kind heart and beautiful person-
ality. Today heaven has gained a star
and we have lost one. My deepest
condolences to the family and loved
ones.”

Shukla is survived by his moth-
er and two sisters.
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We have come across a number
of dietitians suggesting that it

would be best if you have your meals
early. But have we ever wondered why
is it so? 

Read on to understand the sci-
ence behind this popular piece of
advise.

DISTURBS THE CIRCADIAN
RHYTHM

Let's first understand the circa-
dian rhythm. Circadian rhythm or
the biological clock governs your hor-
mones. At sunset, the circadian
rhythm signals your body to release
hormones which cause your body to
go into a state of rest. Anything con-
sumed after sunset does not go
through the optimum digestion
process and gets stored as fat.

AFFECTS YOUR SLEEP
Having food late in the night not

only gets stored as fat but also makes
it hard for the body to rest. This
affects your sleep and as a result you
remain tired and lethargic.

AFFECTS YOUR SKIN’S
HEALTH

Eating at abnormal hours dis-
rupts the skin's biological clock,
blunting the efficiency of the enzymes
that protect your skin from ultravi-
olet rays, increasing the chances of
sunburn.

RAISES YOUR GLUCOSE
LEVELS 

Since the body is in a state of rest,
the insulin production decreases too.
As a result, your sugar levels rise as
there is no insulin available to regu-
late the entire process.

CAUSES ACID REFLUX
Have you ever had a burning sen-

sation in your chest, when you pre-
pare to sleep within a short while after
having your dinner? Have you ever
experienced the regurgitation of food
or the presence of some sour liquid
in your mouth? When your stomach
is struggling to digest food while you
lay on your bed, it leads to the loos-

ening of the esophageal sphincter
which causes acid reflux in the mid-
dle of the night. Acid reflux is a diges-
tive disease in which stomach acid or
bile irritates the food pipe lining.

POOR MEMORY AND CON-
CENTRATION LEVELS

Irregular eating patterns can
affect your mind and concentration
levels. Don’t believe us? Feel free to
look it up, and I hope that would lead
to the formation of new, healthy
habits.

INCREASES WEIGHT
Eating late in the night hampers

your digestion. This results in all the
food you eat not getting digested as
the digestive system is at rest, there-
by getting stored as fat.

CAUSES HORMONAL
IMBALANCES

With the setting of the sun, our
body goes into a state of rest. This
onset of rest is regulated by hor-
mones. If you choose to eat at abnor-
mal hours your hormones are likely
to get confused about their functions
which can cause their malfunction-
ing and hence a number of hormon-
al  disorders such as PCOD and dia-
betes.

DEVELOPING EATING DIS-
ORDERS

Consuming food late in the
night, if carried out every now and
then, can cause the mind to
demand food at the wrong time
which leads to an eating disorder
called Night Eating Syndrome
(NES), problems associated with
which have been already covered
above.

What you eat is just as impor-
tant as when you eat. Hence keep
a check on your timings as well to
maintain good health while achiev-
ing sustainable weight loss.

(The author is a dietician and
the co-founder of Fitelo, a mobile
app for weight loss, diet planning

and better overall well-being.)

Afghanistan has been in the
news, our thoughts and
prayers for the past fort-

night. When I walked in through
the doors of GT Road restaurant,
an Afghan, albeit, one who lived in
a different time, was the person
who crossed my mind. Sher Shah
Suri, the founder of the Suri
Empire, extended the Grand Trunk
Road from Chittagong in the fron-
tiers of the province of Bengal in
northeast India to Kabul in
Afghanistan in the far northwest.
The precursor to the National
Highways, which connect the
major cities of India, eased travel
along the route. But then, I digress
from the reason that we were here
— food.

The first thing that loomed into
vision was a vintage-style car placed
at the entrance. The swords, the
knives and the guns that hung on
the wall as well copper serving dish-
es make you step back in time and

visualise yourself galloping down
the dusty road on an Arabian
steed. Snapping back to the present,
I looked around and saw grills
embedded within the serving
tables, akin to a popular barbeque
chain that is a hot favourite among
the carnivorous tikka-devouring
populace. I grimaced inwardly as
eating three different kinds of meat
dunked in one sauce with a slight
variation does not add up to an
ideal meal. Till the time the flavours

are distinct and created to sync with
the protein in question — where it
is more robust for red meat, slight-
ly less pungent for chicken but just
enough to elevate its otherwise
bland taste and just a basic mari-
nade to enhance the usually mild
fish flavour — I would rather stick
to greens. However, I could not
have been farther off the mark. 

A lot of thought has been put
into the way that the menu has
been designed to be in tandem with

the name of the restau-
rant. So, at any given
time, there are
dishes — starters,
mains or
desserts — from
each of the
places that the
2,600 km long
GT road touches,
on offer. And the
menu keeps rotating
so that if you happen to
visit it twice, you can sample a dif-
ferent fare each time. 

We began our culinary journey,
for it can rightly be called so here
especially, by digging into Bhetki
maccher fry from Kolkata and
Sarson jhinga from Amritsar. While
the fish was succulent with a hint
of lemon and black pepper, the
sweet flavour of the prawns was
perfectly balanced by the pun-
gency of the mustard. Next up was
the Kurkum mirch ka paneer tikka
from Peshawar, which I bit into
with some trepidation as my
threshold level for the heat is noth-
ing to boast off. But while the tang
was intact, I did not find myself
reaching out for a glass of water to
take charge of the intense hiccup-
ing which is my usual reaction to

an overload of capsaicin. 
I was feeling quite

full, so rather than
sampling a bit of
everything from the
main course, I
dished out a spoon-
ful of Khumb matar
which was highly

recommended. And
then, another. And, one

more. The creamy tex-
ture, the sweet-cheesy flavour

and the well-done peas and mush-
rooms that practically melted in the
mouth combined to make it the
most perfect rendering of the dish.
The hint of kasuri methi added an
adequate amount of freshness to
ensure that the dish was not cloy-
ing on the taste s buds. 

Of course, the sweetest part of
any meal is the dessert. We dug into
the Pan ice cream and which main-
tained the equilibrium between its
traditional origins and modern
presentation. This was followed by
amazingly crisp and thin jalebis
paired with rabri... if ambrosia
had another name, this would be it. 

Satiated, I made my way home
with the hope that I would under-
take this journey on the highway of
taste, again.

Founded by Vyom Shah in
2019, Foodism is a boot-

strapped food tech startup for
food enthusiasts and home chefs
to explore, connect, network,
and share their experiences. 

It is India’s only such plat-
form that enables all food lovers,
health and wellness enthusiasts
to monetise their content.
Homemade/handmade cuisines
by home chefs give all foodies a
plethora of delectable options to
choose from and savour.
Foodism’s website already hous-
es over 10,000 registered users
and more than 2500 home chefs.
Read on for excerpts of the
interview

�What is your vision for the
company?

Foodism stemmed from my
love for food and now it has
grown to something much,
much bigger. I want to take
Foodism to the world, make
internationally shipped, home-
made gourmet food a possibil-
ity someday. More recently, my

immediate goals are to get the
app out there and create a net-
work of talented home chefs
who can start selling across
India. In Phase 2, we will also

consider adding more product
categories.

�Do you wish to create a team
of entrepreneurs?

Yes, that’s the dream. I want
to be able to bring together tal-
ented skilled home chefs who
can make gourmet food at home.
The ideal team of home chefs
would be driven, skilled in their
area of cooking, hygienic and
enthusiastic about serving food. 

�What motivates you?
I am motivated by the fact

that there is so much talent that
I can streamline, organise in this
country. If only we could tap

into the home chefs market and
make these delicacies available
to people across cities, diluting
all regional borders and only
focusing on the love of food –
wouldn’t that be fantastic? I
wouldn’t call it as much educa-
tion as hand-holding and
grooming these entrepreneurs.
They’re already amazing –
that’s  why they are with
Foodism. We’ll help out with
their paperwork, we’ll ensure
they have access to the infor-
mation they need. 

�Where do you see Foodism in
the next five years?

We’ll have rolled out the
app and gained many members
hopefully – by this year-end
itself, we want to onboard 500
home chefs as sellers on the
app! Apart from that, in the
next five years we would have
created more product cate-
gories also. We would have
easily rolled out many more
verticals that are currently in
the ideation phase.   
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Defending champion
Naomi Osaka advanced

to the third round of the US
Open by walkover while 2017
champion Sloane Stephens
put up a masterclass to beat
Coco Gauff in the second
round on Wednesday on the
rain-hit third day.

Osaka reached the third
round when 20-year-old
Serbian qualif ier Olga
Danilovic withdrew due to ill-
ness. 

Sloane Stephens, the 2017
US Open winner who could
meet Osaka in the fourth
round, beat 21st seed Gauff 6-
4, 6-2 in an all-American
showdown. “I’m really pleased
with how I played,” Stephens
said.

Two-time Grand Slam
winners Victoria Azarenka
and Garbine Muguruza
booked a third-round show-
down.

Spanish ninth seed
Muguruza, the 2016 French
Open and 2017 Wimbledon
winner, beat Andrea Petkovic

6-4, 6-2, taking her first win
in four tries against the
German. She will next face
two-time Australian Open
champion and three-time US
Open runner-up Azarenka,
the 18th seed from Belarus
who defeated Italy’s Jasmine
Paolini 6-3, 7-6 (7/1).

“The next round is going
to be exciting for both of us,”
Azarenka said.

Azarenka and Muguruza

have split four career meet-
ings. Muguruza won the most
recent in 2020 at Rome and
again by walkover in this
year’s Doha semi-finals.

Romanian 12th seed
Simona Halep, the 2018
French Open and 2019
Wimbledon champion,
replaced Osaka on Ashe and
dispatched Slovakian Kristina
Kucova 6-3, 6-1.

Despite a bandaged right

thigh and a year of nagging
injuries, Halep advanced on a
service winner after 68 min-
utes for her deepest US Open
run since 2016.

Ukraine’s fifth-seeded
Elina Svitolina, a 2019 US
Open semi-finalist, ousted

Spain’s Rebeka Masarova 6-2,
7-5.

A women’s match sched-
uled later at Armstrong,
German sixth seed Angelique
Kerber against Ukraine’s
Anhelina Kalinina, was post-
poned to Thursday.
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Stefanos Tsitsipas took
another trademark long

bathroom break then credit-
ed it for advancing to the
third round while Russian
second seed Danii l
Medvedev and fifth-seeded
compatriot Andrey Rublev
breezed into the third round
of the US Open on
Wednesday as a storm lash-
ing New York forced the
suspension of an indoor
match.

The 23-year-old Greek
third seed was booed after
taking more than eight min-
utes between the third and

fourth sets but dominated
after his extended toilet trip
to flush Frenchman Adrian
Mannarino 6-3, 6-4, 6-7
(4/7), 6-0 at Arthur Ashe
Stadium.

Medvedev, this year’s
Australian Open runner-up,
defeated Germany’s Dominik
Koepfer 6-4, 6-1, 6-2. The
Toronto champion had also
beaten Koepfer on his way to
the 2019 US Open final.

Russian f if th seed
Andrey Rublev beat Spain’s
Pedro Martinez 7-6 (7/2), 6-
7 (5/7), 6-1, 6-1. He next
faces 50th-ranked American
Frances Tiafoe, who warns,
“I’m coming after him.” 
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Cristiano Ronaldo became
the all-time top scorer in

men’s international football
with two late goals as Portugal
beat the Republic of Ireland 2-
1, while holders France drew 1-
1 with Bosnia and Herzegovina
in 2022 World Cup qualifying
on Wednesday.

A day after completing his
return to Manchester United,
Ronaldo had an early penalty
saved by teenage goalkeeper
Gavin Bazunu in Faro before
Ireland took the lead on the
stroke of half-time.

John Egan’s glancing head-
er put Stephen Kenny’s side on
course for a famous win, but
Ronaldo broke Irish hearts
with an 89th-minute equaliser
— a goal that took him past the
Iranian Ali Daei’s record of 109.

The 36-year-old Ronaldo
then snatched all three points
for Portugal in the sixth minute
of injury time, rising highest to
power in a header from Joao
Mario’s right-wing cross.

“This record is mine and it
is unique. I’m extremely happy
and it’s another one for my
career,” Ronaldo told RTP pub-
lic television.

The five-time Ballon d’Or
winner also equalled Sergio
Ramos’s European mark of
180 caps.

“(The motivation comes
from) the desire I have to con-
tinue playing football, also
from this last contract I signed

(at Manchester United), in
which I was happy to return
home,” said Ronaldo. “Scoring
goals, putting on a show and
winning titles, that’s what I like
the most.”

Portugal sit top of Group
A with 10 points from four
matches, although Serbia are
only three points behind with
a game in hand.

The group winners quali-
fy automatically for next year’s
finals in Qatar, with the run-
ners-up heading into the play-
offs.

France, playing for the
first time since losing to
Switzerland in the last 16 at
Euro 2020, fell behind in
Strasbourg when Edin Dzeko
rifled in a low drive from 20

yards.
Antoine Griezmann

equalised when Dzeko’s head-
er at a corner struck the France
forward and bounced just over
the line, but the hosts saw Jules
Kounde sent off for a reckless
tackle early in the second half.

France hold a four-point
lead at the top of Group D
above Ukraine, who conceded
a last-gasp goal in a 2-2 draw
away to Kazakhstan. Finland
are six points adrift but have
two games in hand.

Erling Haaland scored his
first World Cup qualifying
goal in Norway’s 1-1 draw
against the Netherlands in
Oslo.

Haaland’s scrappy finish
gave Norway the lead on 20
minutes, but Davy Klaassen
levelled before the break as
Louis van Gaal began his third
stint in charge of the Dutch
national team.

One point separates the
leading four teams in Group G,
with Turkey top despite blow-
ing a two-goal lead in a 2-2
draw at home to Montenegro.

Croatia, the 2018 World
Cup runners-up, drew 0-0
away to Russia and remain
above their opponents on goal
difference as leaders of Group
H. 

Daniel Wass and Joakim
Maehle scored two quick-fire
goals as Euro 2020 semi-final-
ists Denmark swept Scotland
aside 2-0 to make it four wins
from four in Group F.
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It is only day four of the
Indian women’s cricket team’s

14-day hard quarantine in “tiny”
hotel rooms in Brisbane but the
isolation is beginning to take a
toll on the players, a BCCI offi-
cial has said.

The official said that rooms
are too small at the
Government’s institutional
quarantine facility with players
somehow managing to do light
training.

“The rooms are way too
small. You barely manage to
move around and do some
training. There are no guards
manning the place like the
players witnessed in the UK but
it is very strict.

“The food served though is
okay and there is change in
menu everyday. It will be a chal-
lenging two weeks,” the official
said.

The players had an easier
time in the UK as they were
allowed to train within the first
week of their quarantine after
spending two weeks in isolation
in Mumbai.

The squad arrived in
Brisbane on Monday after
change in tour itinerary due to
Covid-19 related restrictions
in Sydney, Perth and
Melbourne, the original venues
for the series comprising three
ODIs, a Day-Night Test and
three T20s.

All matches will now be
played in Queensland with the
start of the series likely to be
delayed by two days to
September 21.

The men’s cricket team,
which toured Australia this
year, was allowed to train for a
limited period during its quar-
antine. The women though are
confined to their hotel rooms
for 14 days.

Tokyo: India’s Aruna Tanwar
was on Thursday forced to
withdraw from the repechage
round of the Paralympics
women’s taekwondo K44-49kg
class because of severe injuries
sustained during her opening
bout of the Games despite
which she fought in the quarter-
finals.

Aruna was scheduled to
feature in the repechage round
later in the evening after she lost
to fourth-seeded Espinoza
Carranza of Peru in the quar-
ters.

All losing quarterfinalists
from the main draw make the
repechage where a player has to
win three bouts to clinch the
Bronze medal.

But it turned out to be an
anti-climax for the 12th seeded
Indian as a possible hit on her
right foot during her opening
round 29-9 win over fifth seed
Danijela Jovanovic of Serbia
drew curtains to her campaign.

The explanation given by
the Indian delegation for
Aruna’s withdrawal from the
repechage round was “probable

fracture of left forearm and
possible fracture of right foot.”

The withdrawal form also
cited “severe pain and dysfunc-
tion due to the above injuries”
as the reason behind her deci-
sion to not contest any further
in the competition.

Aruna fought with the
injury in the quarterfinals and
was no match for her Peruvian
opponent as she lost the one-
sided bout 84-21.
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World No 1 Pramod Bhagat
sailed into the men’s sin-

gles semifinals after beating
Ukraine’s Oleksandr Chyrkov in
his second group A match of the
Tokyo Paralympics badminton
event on Thursday as the coun-
try’s shuttlers expectedly pro-
duced strong performances.

The 33-year-old Bhagat,
also a reigning world champion,
saw off Chyrkob 21-12, 21-9 in
26 minutes to top his group and
enter the last four in class SL3.

“I was in the groove today
and played really well. Oleksandr
Chyrkov is a good player and
played some good strokes in the
match. I am very happy that I
have reached the semi-finals,”
Bhagat said.

“Things are going to be
tough from here as the knock
out stages start. My focus is on
one match at a time and also the
last league game of the mixed
doubles which is a do-or-die sit-
uation for us.”

Bhagat and Palak Kohli will
play Siripong Teamarrom and
Nipada Saensupa in mixed dou-
bles class SL3-SU5 on Friday.

Other Indian shuttlers,
including Suhas Yathiraj, Tarun
Dhillon and Krishna Nagar also
had a good day in office as they
opened their men’s singles cam-
paign impressively.

While Suhas and Tarun
notched up easy victories over

Germany’s Jan Niklas Pott and
Thailand’s Siripong Teamarrom
in SL4 class respectively, second
seed Krishna outwitted
Malaysia’s Taresoh Didin in SH6
class.

Young Palak also overcame
Turkey’s Zehra Baglar in her sec-
ond women’s singles match of
group A.

The 38-year-old Suhas took
just 19 minutes to see off Pott 21-
9, 21-3 in a lopsided group A
clash, while Tarun, 27, too did-
n’t break a sweat, beating
Teamarrom 21-7, 21-13 in a
group B match that lasted 23
minutes.

Krishna then prevailed 22-
20, 21-10 over Didin in a 33-
minute group B match.

In women’s singles SU5
class, Kohli beat Zehra 21-12,
21-18 in 27 minutes. She had lost
her opening match to Japan’s
Ayako Suzuki.

Earlier in the day, the 19-
year-old Kohli and her partner
Parul Parmar, 48, went down 7-
21, 5-21 to second seeded
Chinese pair of Cheng Hefang
and Ma Huihui in a group B
women’s doubles SL3-SU5 class
match.
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Tokyo: India’s Prachi Yadav on
Thursday qualified for the
semifinals of canoe sprint event
in women’s Va’a single 200m at
the Tokyo Paralympics.

The 26-year-old from
Bhopal recorded a time of one
minute, 11.098 seconds —
13.014 seconds behind leader
Great Britain’s Emma Wiggs
(58.084s) in class VL2 heat 1 at
the Sea Forest Waterway here.

The semifinal will be held
on Friday. PTI
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Shardul Thakur’s counter-
attacking half-century was-
n’t good enough to save the

Indian batting from another
embarrassment before Jasprit
Bumrah’s menacing opening
spell kept the visitors on an even
keel against England on the
opening day of the fourth Test.

At stumps, England were 53
for 3 in response to India’s 191,
having lost openers Rory Burns
(5) and Haseeb Hameed (0) to

the extra pace and bounce gen-
erated by Bumrah (6-2-15-2).

Umesh Yadav (6-1-15-1)
then bowled an off-cutter in his
second spell to breach in-form
Joe Root (21)’s defence which
helped the visitors end the day
on a high note.

That Indian shoulders did-
n’t drop after being reduced to
127 for 7 was all because of a
man playing only his fourth
Test.

Justifying his tag as a bowl-
ing all-rounder, Shardul

smashed 57 off 36 balls and
added 63 for the eighth wicket
with Umesh to take the total
closer to 200 which had looked
improbable after another ‘brain
fade’ dismissal from Rishabh
Pant.

India lasted just 61.3 overs
with Cheteshwar Pujara (10)
and especially Ajinkya Rahane’s
(14) failures becoming glaring
enough and couldn’t be papered
over by skipper Virat Kohli (50
off 96 balls), who played some
gorgeous strokes en route his

half-century.
Save couple of half-cen-

turies, none of the Indian bat-
ters crossed the 20-run mark.

For England, Chris Woakes
(15-6-55-4) was splendid in his
comeback game and no praise
would be enough for the fast-
rising Ollie Robinson (17.3-9-
38-3), who bowled a couple of
beauties to get rid of KL Rahul
and Kohli.

Anderson bowled one of his
classic ‘in-out’ (swinging in and
shaping out) delivery to send
Pujara back and Rahane was
Overton’s victim with Moeen
Ali not even required to bowl a
single over.

With Ravichandran Ashwin
being sidelined for the fourth
time, the logic of playing
Ravindra Jadeja as a batting all-
rounder has partially backfired
after team management pro-
moted him to No 5 ahead of
Rahane and the move flopped
big time.

For Rahane, the time is sim-
ply running out after yet anoth-
er failure and the fact that he
needed to be hid behind Jadeja
under the pretence of having a

left-right combination, said it all.
As far as Pujara is con-

cerned, an expert of Sunil
Gavaskar’s stature has pointed
out that his dismissals are a
result of technical problems
with hands moving towards
the ball with minimal feet
movement.

Anderson got one to nip
back in the air as the batsman
shaped to play an inswinger and
by the time it landed it moved
a shade away to take Pujara’s
outside edge. The balance was
all awry and result was a sim-
ple catch to Bairstow behind the
stumps.

The skipper was the only
one among the three middle-
order big guns who looked like
batting with some purpose.
There were flowing cover drives,
a picturesque on-drive but when
Robinson came back for his
post-lunch spell and bowled one
on the length which climbed as
well as moved inward forcing
Kohli to close the bat face for a
shot towards mid-wicket.

But all it did was to clip the
outside edge into Bairstow’s
gloves.
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India skipper Virat Kohli on
Thursday became the fastest

to reach 23,000 runs in inter-
national cricket.

Kohli achieved the feat
in his 490th innings on
day one of the fourth Test
against England.

The India skipper was
eventually dismissed by
Ollie Robinson on
50, his 27th in the
longest format.

S a c h i n
Tendulkar is the
leading run-getter
in international
cricket with 34,357
runs, followed by
Kumar Sangakkara
(28,016) and Ricky
Ponting (27,483).

Kohli is num-
ber seven in the
overall standings
and is closing on
Rahul Dravid’s
record of 24208 runs.

The 32-
y e a r - o l d
p r o l i f i c
scorer aver-
ages over 50
in all three

formats. In 96 Tests, he has
13,646 runs, while in 254 ODIs,
he has accumulated 13,061
runs. 

In 89 T20 Internationals,
he has 2272 runs. 
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India captain Virat
Kohli says his rela-

tionship with head
coach Ravi Shastri is

based on mutual
respect and trust, some-
thing that has helped
them make this team
the one that “everyone

wants to beat.”
“Our working

relationship, and off
the field as well, has

been built on mutu-
al respect and trust,
on a vision that has

been shared, which has been
focussed in one direction
which is to take Indian crick-
et higher and in a better
place than we found it,” said
Kohli.

“That was always our
aim and I think, along with
the brilliance of the whole
team, the talent that we have
been blessed with, we have
been able to achieve that.

“We stand as the team
that everyone wants to beat
anywhere we play in the
world and that for us is a mat-
ter of immense pride,” he
added. 
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Karachi: Pakistan captain
Babar Azam feels pressure
will be more on the fancied
India when the arch-rivals
meet in the T20 World Cup on
October 24.

After a meeting with the
Pakistan Cricket Board
Chairman in waiting, Ramiz
Raja, Babar said: “I think
India will be under more
pressure as compared to
Pakistan during the World
Cup match.

“We would like to start
our campaign by defeating
India.”

The arch-rivals are set to
clash in Dubai in the group
stage of the World T20 Cup.

Both teams have not
played any cricket against
each other since the World
Cup 2019 in England when
India won comfortably. PTI
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Kathmandu: The Indian men’s
football team played out a 1-1
draw against Nepal in an inter-
national friendly on Thursday
with Anirudh Thapa finding the
equaliser after the hosts grabbed
the lead.

Anjan Bista scored for
Nepal in the 36th minute before
Thapa netted one for the visitors
at the Dashrath Stadium here.

The two teams will play
another friendly on September
5. The matches kick start India’s
preparations for next month’s
SAFF Championships in
Maldives. PTI
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Acouple of days back,
Ravichandran Ashwin

posted pictures on social
media in which he was seen
doing shadow batting. In one,
he was playing the cover drive
and in the other, he could be
seen practising leaving the
deliveries.

Nothing was out of place
only that he was practising
left-handed and the accompa-
nying tweet read “The desire
to ignite something different
everyday never burns out.”

It was perhaps his way of
telling the world that may be
“left” would have been the
“right choice”.

On Thursday, Indian
skipper Virat Kohli once again

announced at the toss that
India’s fourth highest wicket-
taker in Test cricket would not
be among the five best bowlers
who would be playing the
Oval Test against England.

Ravindra Jadeja, with two
wickets from last three Tests,
was persisted with for his
left-handed willow wielding.

“It’s something that we
thought is a good match-up
for Jadeja as well, because
mostly all our seamers bowl
over the wicket. It’s a nice lit-
tle spot for the left-handers as
well.

“I think according to the
match-ups, it fits perfectly for
our team — plus the balance
he is giving us with the bat as
well currently,” explained
Kohli.
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Aruna withdraws from repechage
due to suspected fracture


