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Taliban co-founder Mullah
Baradar will lead the

upcoming Government in
Afghanistan where the group
seized control last control fol-
lowing months of offensives.

Baradar, who heads the
Taliban’s political office in
Doha, will be joined by Mullah
Mohammad Yaqoob, the son of

late Taliban co-founder Mullah
Omar, and Sher Mohammad
Abbas Stanekzai, in senior
positions in the Government,

Tolo News reported citing
sources from the Islamic group. 

Earlier, the Taliban had
announced that Haibatullah

Akhunzada, may lead the
forthcoming Government in
the country but the sources
have informed that he will
focus on religious matters and
governance within the frame-
work of Islam.

But the new Government’s
most immediate priority may
be to avert the collapse of an
economy grappling with
drought and the ravages of a 20-
year conflict that killed around
2,40,000 Afghans before US
forces completed a tumultuous
pullout on August 30.

At stake is whether the
Taliban can govern a country
facing economic meltdown, a
humanitarian disaster and
threats to security and stabili-
ty from rival jehadi groups,
including a local offshoot of
Islamic State.

“All the top leaders have
arrived in Kabul, where prepa-
rations are in final stages to
announce the new
Government,” a Taliban official
told Reuters, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity.

The Taliban, which seized
Kabul on Aug. 15 after sweep-
ing across most of the country,
have faced resistance in the
Panjshir Valley, where there
have been reports of heavy
fighting and casualties.

Several thousand fighters
of regional militias and rem-
nants of the Government’s
armed forces have massed in
the rugged valley under the
leadership of Ahmad Massoud,
the son of former Mujahideen
commander Ahmad Shah
Massoud. 
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The Supreme Court on
Friday stayed for a week

Kerala Government’s decision
to conduct offline exams for
Class XI from September 6
amid rising cases of Covid.
“There is an alarming” situa-
tion in the State owing to
Covid-19, observed the apex
court, adding that “cases in
Kerala are about 70 per cent
cases of the country. Children
of this age cannot be exposed
to this risk.” 

“Prima facie, we find force
in submission made by peti-
tioner that the State
Government has not seriously
considered the prevailing situ-
ation before having a physical
exam proposed to be conduct-
ed in September this year. As
we couldn’t get a satisfactory
response from counsel for the
State in this regard, we grant
interim relief staying the offline
exam till next date of hearing,”
said a bench of Justices AM
Khanwilkar, Hrishikesh Roy
and CT Ravikumar. The apex
court posted the matter for next
hearing on September 13. 

The Kerala High Court
had earlier observed that con-
ducting examination was a
matter of Government policy
and no interference was war-
ranted.  The apex court bench
passed the order on an appeal
filed by advocate Rasoolshan A

challenging a decision of the
high court refusing to interfere
with the decision to hold offline
exams.

Meanwhile, the night cur-
few slapped on Kerala since last
Sunday has failed to yield any
result as the number of new
patients diagnosed with Covid-
19 continue to remain high. On
Friday, out of the 1.63 lakh
samples sent for testing, 29,322
persons were found to be
infected with Covid-19, said a
release by Health Minister
Veena George.

The Test Positivity Rate
remained high with 17.91 per
cent while the pandemic
claimed 131 lives taking the
death toll in the State till date
to 21,280. The State also saw
118 health workers falling prey
to Covid-19.

Continued on Page 2
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The Supreme Court on
Friday expressed displea-

sure over delay in framing
guidelines for issuance of death
certificates to the families of
those who died of Covid-19
and directed the Centre to do
so and file compliance report
by September 11. 

“We passed the order a
long time back. We have
already extended the time once.
By the time you frame the
guidelines, the third phase will
also be over”, a bench com-
prising Justices MR Shah and
Aniruddha Bose observed. 

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the
Centre, assured the apex court
that everything is under con-
sideration. 

Advocate Gaurav Kumar
Bansal, who has filed the peti-
tion, submitted that under the
pretext of consideration things
should not be delayed as the
top court has already granted
four-week extension to the
Centre on August 16 to frame
guidelines for ex-gratia com-
pensation and now it is seeking
more time. Advocate Sumeer
Sodhi, who appeared for some
of the applicants, said extend-
ed time for the first direction
passed on June 30 is getting
over on September 8. 

The bench said it is for the
Centre to take decision on
compensation within that peri-

od of time and today it was
adjourning the matter only for
the purpose of compliance
with other directions. “Put up
on September 13 as Solicitor
General seeks time to enable
Union of India to comply with
earlier order and place on
record compliance report of
other directions issued by this
court on June 30, 2021.
Compliance report to be filed
with the registry on or before
September 11,” the bench said. 

The apex court had in its
June 30 verdict directed the
National Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA) to recom-
mend within six weeks appro-
priate guidelines for ex-gratia
assistance on account of loss of
life to the family members of
persons who died due to
Covid-19. 

The Centre had moved an
application seeking some more
time to frame the guidelines on
the ground that the exercise
which was in active consider-
ation of the NDMA was at an
advanced stage and requires a
little more in-depth examina-
tion. 
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Amid debate whether or not
students should be sent to

schools in view of impending
third wave of the coronavirus
pandemic in India, a study by
University College London and
Public Health England has
found that even as children
rarely become severely ill due
to the infection, at least one in
seven infected kids may have
lingering symptoms.

The study found that 11-
to-17-year-olds who tested pos-
itive for the virus were twice as
likely to report three or more
symptoms 15 weeks later than
those who had tested negative.

Researchers surveyed 3,065
kids in England who had pos-
itive results in a PCR test
between January and March,

and a control group of 3,739
who tested negative over the
same period.

Among those who tested
positive, 14 per cent reported
three or more symptoms such
as unusual tiredness or
headaches 15 weeks later, com-
pared with 7 per cent reporting
symptoms by that time among
the control group.

The researchers said while
the findings suggested as many
as 32,000 teenagers might have
had multiple symptoms linked

to Covid-19 after 15 weeks, the
prevalence of long Covid in the
age group was lower than some
had feared last year.

The findings were a pre-
print which had not been peer-
reviewed. The authors said any
decision to extend vaccination
to 12-15-year-olds in Britain
was unlikely to be based on this
study as there was not enough
data on whether vaccination
protects against long Covid-19.

Early this year, the
European Centre for Disease

Prevention and Control had
said the majority of children
don’t develop symptoms when
infected with the coronavirus,
or their symptoms are very
mild.

However, it is becoming
increasingly apparent that a
large number of children with
symptomatic and asympto-
matic Covid-19 are experienc-
ing long-term effects, many
months after the infection.

So far, most long Covid
research is based on adults.
There is less information about
under-18s, in part because it
takes longer to get ethical
approval to study children,
said Natalie Lambert at Indiana
University School of Medicine.

Symptoms of long Covid
were first thought to include
fatigue, muscle and joint pain,
headache, insomnia, respira-
tory problems and heart pal-
pitations. Now, support groups
and researchers said there may
be up to 100 other symptoms,
including gastrointestinal prob-
lems, nausea, dizziness,
seizures, hallucinations and
testicular pain.
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In an effort to enhance its
nuclear missile and satellite

tracking capabilities, India is
likely to commission next week
its first ship ‘INS Dhruv’ with
the latest gadgets to detect
incoming hostile missiles.
With this induction, India will
join the select group of nations
such as France, UK, Russia, the
USA, and China that have
such vessels.

The 15,000-tonne ballistic
missile surveillance ship was
built by the Hindustan
Shipyard in collaboration with
the Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO) and the National
Technical Research
Organisation (NTRO).  The
ship is likely to be launched on
September 10 in
Visakhapatnam, sources said

here on Friday.  This ship is
part of the Strategic Forces
Command.

The sophisticated surveil-
lance systems onboard are
powered by 14 MW by INS
Dhruv itself.  The ship was
codenamed VC 1118.  Its com-
missioning into the service
was delayed for some months
due to the corona pandemic,
sources said. Built as part of the
Make in India initiative, the

ship cost more than Rs 730
crores and has a crew of about
300 trained personnel.  The
project commenced in 2014.

INS Dhruv will act as a
force multiplier as it will pro-
vide the Indian Navy a 360
degree view of the Indo-Pacific
and the strategically important
Indian Ocean region and help
plan offensive operations with
a high degree of accuracy.

Continued on Page 2
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With an aim to provide
relief to patients, the

Government has slashed prices
of about 39 drugs, including
anti cancer drugs, anti diabetes,
anti viral and antibacterial
drugs, antiretroviral drugs,
anti-TB drugs, and drugs used
in Covid treatment, as it revised
the National List of Essential
Medicines (NLEM).

The  commonly-used
drugs which have been brought
under price control include
anti-cancer like Azacitidine
and Fludarabine antiretroviral
such as Dolutegravir,
Darunavir+Ritonavir, new gen-
eration TB medications such as
Bedaquiline and Delamanid,
anti-allergy Montelukast, anti
diabetes drugs like Teneligliptin
and Insulin Glargine, and
tobacco cessation and addic-
tion treatment drugs like nico-

tine replacement therapy.
Union Health Minister

Mansukh Mandaviya had
launched the revised NLEM at
an ICMR event recently.

The 39 new drugs include
Amikacin (antibiotic),
Azacitidine (anti-cancer),
Bedaquiline (anti-TB),
Bendamustine Hydrochloride
(anti-cancer), Buprenorphine (
opioid antagonists),
Buprenorphine+Naloxone
(opioid antagonists),
Cefuroxime (antibiotic),
Dabigatran (anticoagulant),
Daclatasvir (antiviral),
Darunavir+Ritonavir (anti-
retroviral), Delamanid (anti-
TB), Dolutegravir (antiretrovi-
ral), Fludarabine (anti-cancer),
Fludrocortisone (corticos-
teroid), Fulvestrant (anti-can-
cer), Insulin Glargine (anti-dia-
betes), Irinotecan HCL
Trihydrate (anti-cancer).

Continued on Page 2
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Shooter Avani Lekhara
scripted history once again,

teen high-jumper Praveen
Kumar knocked off an Asian
record for his Silver while
Harvinder Singh became
India’s first archer to finish on
podium as the country’s
Paralympians raised the bar
higher with unparalleled per-
formances in the ongoing
Games here on Friday.

India picked up three
medals on the day and the
overall tally rose to 13, includ-
ing two Gold, six Silver and five
Bronze. In a nutshell, the coun-
try’s best ever Paralympics con-

tinued to get better.
It started with Praveen’s

Silver in the morning.
The 18-year-old, compet-

ing in his debut Games,
clinched the Silver medal in the
men’s high jump T64 event, set-
ting a new Asian record with a
2.07m jump to finish behind

Great Britain’s Jonathan
Broom-Edwards, who notched
up his season’s best effort of
2.10m for the gold.

This was a personal best
performance for him and his
first major medal since taking
up the sport in 2019. 

Continued on Page 2

���������	�
�	������
������������
����������	

�	������
�����������
��������������

����� �1(!�,�5

Describing China as its
“most important partner”,

the Taliban have said they look
to Beijing to rebuild
Afghanistan and exploit its
rich copper deposits as the war-
ravaged country faces wide-
spread hunger and fears of an
economic collapse.

Taliban spokesperson
Zabihullah Mujahid said the
group supports China’s One
Belt, One Road initiative that
seeks to link China with Africa,
Asia and Europe through an
enormous network of ports,
railways, roads and industrial
parks.  

“China is our most impor-
tant partner and represents a
fundamental and extraordi-
nary opportunity for us
because it is ready to invest and
rebuild our country,” Geo News
quoted Mujahid as saying in an
interview to an Italian news-
paper on Thursday.

There are “rich copper
mines in the country, which,
thanks to the Chinese, can be
put back into operation and
modernised. 

In addition, China is our

pass to markets all over the
world,” said Mujahid.  

China has been making
some positive statements
towards the Taliban and has
expressed the hope that the
insurgents will follow moder-
ate and prudent domestic and
foreign policies, combat all
forms of terrorist forces, live in
harmony with other countries,
and live up to the aspiration of
its own people and the inter-
national community.

Stating that China respects
Afghanistan’s sovereignty and
will not interfere and follow the
friendship with “entire Afghan
people”, Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesman Wang
Wenbin said on Tuesday that,
“facts show that in realising
economic development we
need an open inclusive politi-
cal structure, implementation
of moderate foreign and
domestic policies and clean
break from terrorist groups in
all forms”.

The Taliban also view
Russia as an important partner
in the region and will maintain
good relations with Moscow,
Mujahid said.

Continued on Page 2
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Amid concerns in India that
Afghan soil under the

Taliban regime can be used for
terrorist activities against it, the
insurgent group has said it has
the right to speak out in favour
of Muslims anywhere, includ-
ing in Kashmir, though it does
not have a policy of conduct-
ing “armed operations” against
any country.

Suhail Shaheen, Taliban
spokesman for its political
office in Doha, in an exclusive

interview to BBC through
video link on Thursday, said,

“We will raise our voice and say
that Muslims are your own
people, your own citizens and
they are entitled to equal rights
under your law.” 

As Muslims, it was the
group’s right to speak out for
Muslims living in Kashmir and
any other country, Shaheen
said while speaking from Doha.

While recalling the terms
of the Doha agreement with the
US, he said they had “no poli-
cy of conducting armed oper-
ations against any country”.

Continued on Page 2
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The Special Cell of Delhi
Police has arrested a 58-

year-old man allegedly involved
in supplying arms and ammu-
nition to criminals and
Naxalites.

The accused has been iden-
tified as Ram Krishna Singh
alias Master, a resident of
Bhojpur in Bihar.

According to Pramod
Singh Kushwah, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Special Cell, the
accused Ram Krishna Singh
was arrested from Delhi's
Nizamuddin area on
Wednesday.

“Post Covid this year, Singh
revived his chain of gangsters
and criminals and since June,
he has sold over 300 cartridges
and 10 pistols to criminals of
Delhi/NCR. He has been pre-

viously involved in allegedly
trafficking arms and supplying
them to criminals in Bihar,
Delhi and NCR besides to
Naxalites in Odisha and
Gadchiroli in Maharashtra,”
said the DCP.

“On Wednesday, we
received information that Singh
would come to the road
towards Gurudwara Damdama
Sahib opposite Sunder Nursery
Parking, Nizamuddin, along
with five pistols of .32 bore and

200 live cartridges to deliver it
to criminals based in Delhi and
NCR,” said the DCP.

“Accordingly, a trap was
laid and in the evening, our
team spotted Singh coming
towards the spot and they
immediately surrounded him
and apprehended him with a
bag containing pistols and car-
tridges,” said the DCP.

“Singh has further revealed
that he purchases a pistol of .32
bore at a lower rate and further
sold it to criminals of
Delhi/NCR at a higher rate,”
said the DCP.

“He procured illicit car-
tridges from one of his contacts
based in Firozabad, Uttar
Pradesh and the sold it to
criminals of Delhi/NCR.
Further investigation is on to
identify all the forward and
backward linkages of this arms
and ammunition network," the

DCP said.
In 2018,  Singh was

nabbed by Delhi Police's
Special Cell along with 407 live
cartridges and it was during his
stay in Tihar jail that he devel-
oped contacts with gangsters
and criminals and as per their
demand, he started supplying
arms and ammunition to crim-
inals based in Delhi/NCR, said
the DCP.

Singh, who is a B.Com
graduate used to teach in pri-
vate schools of Bihar after he
came in contact with a crimi-
nal of his area in 2015, he
joined him in trafficking of
arms and ammunition to make
easy money. Initially, he kept
his network in Bihar but due to
high demand from criminals
and Naxalites of various States,
he extended his realm up to
Odisha, Maharashtra and other
States including Delhi/NCR.

������
���	���%%�������	������(�.���

��������������� '1,�"10!�

The Delhi Government will
beautify Najafgarh and the

supplementary drain and
Shahdara link drain. The Public
Works Department (PWD)
Minister Satyendar Jain on
Friday discussed the beautifi-
cation plan of lakes and various
drains carrying polluted water
in the city.  

“All major drains will be
converted into clean water
channels again. Currently, these
drains are struggling with solid
waste, sludge and wastewater,”
Jain said and instructed the
department to include solu-
tions to the problems hamper-
ing the water quality of the
drain.

He reiterated that cleaning
the Yamuna was the prime

target of the Delhi Government
and multiplicity of the agencies
should not slow down the
progress of work.

He informed the same via
Twitter, "Delhi Govt is working
towards rejuvenation & beau-
tification of major drains flow-
ing into the Yamuna. Drains
will be cleaned, beautified &
will carry only clean water. All
major drains like Najafgarh,
Supplementary & Shahdara
drain will be converted to clean
water channels again."

Jain said, "The department
should include solutions to the
problems hampering the water
quality of the drain. Cleaning
the Yamuna is the prime target
of the Delhi Government and
multiplicity of the department
should not slow down the
progress of work."
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The Delhi Government will
form an expert committee

and prepare a short and long-
term plan to solve the water-
logging problem.

On Friday, Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia,
Lieutenant-Governor Anil
Baijal, Public Works
Department (PWD) Minister
Satyendar Jain and Chief
Secretary Vijay Kumar Dev
chaired a meeting and dis-
cussed issues pertaining to
waterlogging.

Soon after the meeting,
Sisodia said places of water-
logging will be identified and
work will be done at the micro
level to bring relief from this
problem.

Emphasising the need for

coordination among all agen-
cies, the corporations, the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA)
and the PWD, Sisodia  said,
“This time Delhi has received
more rain than previous years
and has faced waterlogging at
many places. To eliminate this
problem, it is very important
that all the agencies related to
it, together with coordination,
make short-term and long-
term plans to deal with this
problem and execute it.”

“The responsibility to mit-
igate this will be of the prima-
ry agency with the rest of the
agency providing support,” he
added.

Underlining the problem
of waterlogging occurring near
two major places of Delhi,
ITO and NH-24, Sisodia
directed the officials to remove
the problem of waterlogging at
both these places at the earli-
est. Sisodia said that whenev-
er it rained this year, a pond
was formed near ITO and on
the slip road of NH 24.

He said that this problem
will be solved only when all
other agencies including
NHAI, MCDs and the PWD
work together. He directed the
officers to constitute an expert
committee comprising officers
of all the agencies.
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Shaheen’s remarks came

days after the Ministry of
External Affairs in New Delhi
said Indian envoy to Qatar
Deepak Mittal met Sher
Mohammad Abbas Stanekzai,
the head of the Taliban’s
Political Office in Doha, at the
request of the group.        

In the meeting, Mittal con-
veyed to Stanekzai that
Afghanistan’s soil should not be
used for anti-Indian activities
and terrorism. 

It was the first publicly
acknowledged formal diplo-
matic engagement that came
two weeks after the Taliban
seized control of Afghanistan.   

MEA Spokesperson
Arindam Bagchi said at his
weekly briefing on Thursday
that India’s immediate focus in
Afghanistan is to ensure that
Afghan soil is not used for ter-
rorist activities against it and it

was still “very early days” to talk
about any possible recognition
to the Taliban.

On a question on Mittal’s
meeting with Stanekzai, he
said: “We used the opportuni-
ty to convey our concerns
whether it is in getting people
out (from Afghanistan) or on
the issue of terrorism. We
received a positive response. 

Regarding the Haqqani
Network, Shaheen said that the
propaganda against the
Haqqanis was based on mere
claims.

He said Haqqani is not a
group but they are part of the
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan.

“They are the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan,” he
added.

His remarks came as after
Al-Qaeda through its Al-Sahab
media asked the Muslim com-
munity to “free” other Muslim
lands after the liberation of
Afghanistan, putting Kashmir
on the list of targets of jihad.

Besides Kashmir, it short-
listed the Levant, comprising
Iraq, Syria, Jordan and
Lebanon; Maghreb, or the
region in northwest Africa
consisting of Libya, Morocco,
Algeria, Mauritania, Tunisia
and Somalia; and Yemen on its
priorities. 
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From Page 1
The Taliban seized control

of Afghanistan’s capital, Kabul,
on August 15. The last of the
foreign troops left the country
on August 31, bringing an end
to 20 years of war amid fears of
an economic collapse and
widespread hunger.

Following the chaotic
departure, Western states have
severely restricted their aid
payments to Afghanistan.

Earlier this week, United
Nations chief Antonio Guterres
warned of a looming “human-
itarian catastrophe” in
Afghanistan and urged coun-
tries to provide emergency
funding as severe drought and
war have forced thousands of
families to flee their homes.

Guterres expressed his
“grave concern at the deepen-
ing humanitarian and eco-
nomic crisis in the country”,
adding that basic services
threatened to collapse “com-
pletely”. Amid fears of an eco-
nomic collapse and widespread
hunger, the Taliban have indi-
cated a formal government
structure was on the horizon. 
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Thrissur diagnosed 3530

persons on Friday and
remained at the top of the table
of districts with high patients.
Ernakulam (3435), Kozhikode
(3344), Kollam (2957) were the
districts with highest number
of Covid-19 patients.

Across the State, 2.46 lakh
patients are undergoing treat-
ment for Covid-19.

The Government’s move
to reopen schools in the State
and conduct examinations for
Class XI suffered a setback as
the Supreme Court on Friday
stayed the move of the LDF
Government in this regard in
the backdrop of the increasing
number of Covid patients in

the State.
The apex court took note

of the unabated increase in the
number of Covid-19 cases in
the State and asked the admin-
istration whether the
Government of Kerala has
taken into account the 30,000
cases being recorded per day.

“As we could not get satis-
factory response from counsel
for the State in this regard we
grant interim relief staying
offline exam till next date of
hearing,” said the Bench con-
sisting of Judges A M
Khanwilkar, Hrishikesh Roy
and C T Ravikumar while con-
sidering a petition moved on
behalf of plus one students in
the State.
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From Page 1
The ship will also increase

the maritime capabilities in
the backdrop of China’s grow-
ing naval prowess and muscle
flexing in the Indo-Pacific and
the Indian Ocean region, they
said. 

National Security Adviser
Ajit Doval (NSA) is likely to
commission the ship.  Besides
tracking nuclear missiles, INS
Dhruv can also scan the ocean
beds for research and track
hostile submarines.

The indigenously designed
and built ship carries active
scanned array radar (AESA)
with the ability to scan various
spectrums to monitor spy satel-
lites watching over India as well
as monitor missile tests in the
entire region.

The ship can also detect
ballistic missile tests carried out
by other countries, sources
said.  With its induction, India
will be able to keep an eye on
the nuclear arsenal of countries
like China and Pakistan.
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The deleted drugs from the
NLEM list are Alteplase (clot
buster), Atenolol (anti-hyper-
tension), Bleaching Powder,
Cetrimide (antiseptic),
Erythromycin (antibiotic),
Ethinylestradiol+Norethisteron
e (birth control), Ganciclovir
( a n t i v i r a l ) ,
Lamivudine+Nevirapine+Stav
udine (antiretroviral),
Leflunomide (antirheumatic),
Nicotinamide (Vitamin-B)
among a few others, said an
official from the Ministry.

Talking about the list, a
senior official stated, “Some of
these drugs have been discon-
tinued, new therapies and high-
er options have been launched.
Due to this fact it was essential
to delete them.” ICMR deleted
16 odd drugs from the record.
However, not all-important
drugs will come under price
capping, he added. At present,
around 374 medicines are part
of NLEM which are subject to
price controls. About 18 per
cent of the drugs sold in India
are under price controls.
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The teenager is a Noida

resident and is now the
youngest medal winner in the
Indian contingent here.

“I can’t explain how I feel.
This jump was ecstatic. This is
my first Paralympic Games
and I am waiting to see what
lies ahead,” he said after the
superb performance.

The youngster had battled
Covid-19 last year and desper-
ate to train amid the lockdown,
he had dug up a pit and filled
it with soft mud to create a nat-
ural mattress for him to land.

T64 classification is for
athletes with a leg amputation,
who compete with prosthetics
in a standing position.

T44, the disability classifi-

cation that Kumar belongs to
but is eligible to compete in
T64, is for athletes with a leg
deficiency, leg length differ-
ence, impaired muscle power
or impaired passive range of
movement in the legs.

His impairment, which is
congenital, affects the bones
that connect his hip to his left
leg.Then came Lekhara and
scripted history for the second
time.The 19-year-old trail-
blazer claimed the 50m Rifle 3
Position SH1 bronze to add to
an unprecedented gold she
had secured earlier in the
Games.Lekhara, also compet-
ing in her debut Games, qual-
ified second for the event with
a score of 1176, including 51
inner 10s.

In the fiercely contested
finals, Lekhara totalled 445.9 to
finish ahead of Ukraine’s Iryna
Shchetnik, who let slip her
grip on the medal spot with a
poor third shot of 9.9 in the
elimination.

She had become the first
Indian woman to win a
Paralympic gold by claiming
the top honours in the 10m air
rifle standing SH1 event. That
was also the first ever shooting
medal that India had won in
the Games.

“It was a tough final but I’m
happy to have made it into
bronze. I could have done bet-
ter than this. It’s just what
finals do to you,” Lekhara, who
was paralysed below the waist
after a car accident in 2012, said
about her performance.

Prior to her, Joginder Singh
Sodhi was the lone Indian to
win multiple medals in the
same edition of the Games
when he fetched one silver
and two bronze medals in the
1984 Paralympics. His silver
came in shot put, while the two
bronze medals were won 

Lekhara is not done yet and
will next be seen in the mixed
50m rifle prone SH1 event

also featuring Deepak and
Siddhartha Babu.And in the
evening Harvinder etched his
name in the history books
with a gritty performance.

An economics scholar
from the Punjabi University,
Patiala, Singh collected three
shoot-off wins on the day start-
ing with his triumphs 

in the opening rounds.
The last of his three shoot-off
wins came against Korean Kim
Min Su in the bronze play-off.
The 31-year-old was leading 5-
3 before the Korean clinched
the fifth set shooting a perfect
10 to force a shoot-off where
the Indian responded in style
firing a perfect 10 of his own
against Kim’s 8 for a 6-5 (26-24,
27-29, 28-25, 25-25, 26-27)
(10-8) win. In the semifinals,
Harvinder lost to world num-
ber 10 Kevin Mather of the
USA 6-4 in an intense five-set-
ter (25-28, 24-24, 25-25, 25-24,
24-26). Harvinder, who hails
from a small village Guhla
Cheeka near Kaithal in
Haryana, was stretched to the
fullest in the first two rounds,
but he showed tremendous
resilience to overcome his fan-
cied opponents via shoot-offs.

In the first round of 32,
Harvinder squandered a 4-0
lead against 

Stefano Travisani after
shooting a 7 in the third set as
his Italian rival made it 5-5 (27-
24, 26-22, 26-27, 25-25, 25-27)
to force a shoot-off.

Harvinder clinched the
issue -- 6-5 (10-7) -- in style,
shooting a perfect 10 in the tie-
breaker as his rival managed
just a 7.

In the last-16, Harvinder
pipped former world number
one Bato Tsydendorzhiev of
Russia, once again by the
thinnest of margins 6-5 (8-7).

Harvinder effected a spec-
tacular turnaround from 0-4
down to bring the match on an
even keel 5-5 (26-28, 23-26, 29-
26, 23-21, 28-28) and force a
shoot-off where he edged out
his Russian opponent 8-7.

In the quarters, he swept
aside 49-year-old three-time
Paralympian Maik Szarszewski
of Germany 6-2 (25-21, 28-23,
25-28, 26-23) dropping just one
set.

Harvinder’s legs do not
function properly because of a
spurious injection he was
administered as a toddler after

catching dengue fever.
On the badminton court,

Pramod Bhagat and his partner
Palak Kohli qualified for the
mixed doubles semifinals,
while three singles players,
including Noida District
Magistrate Suhas Yathiraj, also
made the last-four stage to
continue a rampaging run.

Bhagat, who had qualified
for the men’s singles SL3 event
on Thursday, and Kohli beat
Thailand’s Siripong teamar-
rom and Nipada Saensupa 21-
15 21-19 in a 29-minute clash
to finish second in group B.

The Indian duo will clash
with Indonesian pair of Hary
Susanto and Leani Ratri in the
semifinals on Saturday.

In men’s singles, Suhas,
Tarun Dhillon and Manoj
Sarkar also made it to the
semifinals on a fruitful day for
the country.

There were some disap-
pointments as well with Suyash
Narayan Jadhav and Niranjan
Mukundan failing to qualify for
the men’s 50m butterfly event.

The country also finished
outside the medal bracket in
women’s canoe, men’s shot put
and women’s club throw. 
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Delhi reported 35 new cases
of Covid-19 with a posi-

tivity rate of 0.05 per cent
while no death was recorded in
on Friday, according to a health
bulletin issued by the health
department of the Delhi
Government.

As per the bulletin, a total
of 63812 tests, including 42437
RT-PCR tests and 21375 rapid-

antigen tests, were conducted
a day before. The number of
cumulative cases stood at
14,37,874 on Friday. Over 14.12
lakh patients in Delhi have
recovered from the virus, the
bulletin said.The number of
fatalities stands at 25,082 while
the case fatality rate is 1.74 per
cent, the bulletin said. “The
number of people under home
isolation was 83 while the
number of containment zones

stands at 131, the bulletin said.
The bulletin further said

that the number of active cases
decreased to 362 on Friday.
Seventeen patients were dis-
charged in the last 24 hours.

Despite a fall in the num-
ber of daily cases in the last
several days, Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal had earlier
cautioned people, saying the
chances of a third wave are
quite real.
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has pro-

visionally attached assets in the
form of fixed deposit receipts
(FDR) worth Rs13.34 crore
belonging to Rajya Sabha MP
from RJD Amarendra Dhari
Singh, under the Prevention of
Money-laundering Act in the
ongoing investigations against
IFFCO MD US Awasthi and
others. 

The ED had initiated
money laundering investiga-
tion on the basis of an FIR
dated May 17 registered by CBI
under the provisions of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC) and
Prevention of Corruption Act
against US Awasthi, MD of
IFFCO and others, for criminal
conspiracy, cheating and crim-
inal misconduct.

“Money laundering inves-
tigation conducted by ED has
revealed that there had been
siphoning of funds amounting
to Rs 27.79 crore related to
criminal activities. Such pro-
ceeds of crime were laundered
by way of projecting the same
as consultancy income, first in
the hands of entities under the
control of Dubai-based

Chartered Accountant Rajiv
Saxena (an accused in
Agustawestland case) and sub-
sequently in the hands of enti-
ties controlled by India based
Chartered Accountant Alok
Kumar Agarwal and thereafter
in the form of cash to
Amarendra Dhari Singh,” the
agency said in a statement.

Based on the investigation
conducted so far by the ED,
proceeds of crime have been
quantified to the tune of Rs
27.79 crore, which had been
used by Amarendra Dhari
Singh on his own, it said.

ED had also filed a
Prosecution Complaint
(chargesheet) before Special
Court on July 30 against six
accused including Amarendra
Dhari Singh and Alok Kumar
Agarwal. In its order on August
7, the court has held that there
was sufficient evidence on record
to take cognizance of the offence
under PMLA. The Court further
held that all accused persons
knowingly assisted/were know-
ingly involved in acquisition of
proceeds of crime and hence
were liable to be summoned for
the said offence and proceeded
to issue summons to the accused
persons.
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In a step to further strength-
en defence and strategic ties,

India and the United State of
America(USA) have inked a
pact for co-operation in the
development of Air-Launched
Unmanned Aerial Vehicle
(ALUAV).

The Project
Agreement(PA) for ALUAV
was signed on July 30 under the
overall framework of the
Defence Technology and Trade
Initiative (DTTI) between the
two countries, the Defence
Ministry said here on Friday. 

Describing the pact as a
major step towards deepening
defence technology coopera-
tion between India and the US,
officials said here, the agree-
ment falls under the ambit of
the Research, Development,
Testing and Evaluation
(RDT&E) agreement between
the two sides that was first
signed in 2006 and renewed in
January 2015.

"The PA outlines the col-
laboration between Air Force
Research Laboratory, Indian
Air Force, and Defence
Research and Development
Organisation(DRDO) towards
design, development, demon-
stration, testing and evaluation
of systems to co-develop an
ALUAV Prototype," the min-
istry said.

It said the main aim of
DTTI is to bring sustained

leadership focus to promote
collaborative technology
exchange and create opportu-
nities for co-production and
co-development of future tech-
nologies for Indian and US mil-
itary forces.

Under DTTI, Joint
Working Groups on land,
naval, air, and aircraft carrier
technologies have been estab-
lished to focus on mutually
agreed projects in respective

domains.
The PA for co-develop-

ment of ALUAV has been over-
seen by the Joint Working
Group on Air Systems and is a
major accomplishment for
DTTI, officials said.

The latest agreement
comes in the backdrop of the
US terming India in 2016 as a
"Major Defence Partner."  In
the past few years the two
countries key pacts like the
Logistics Exchange
Memorandum of Agreement
(LEMOA) in 2016.  It allows
their armed forces to use each
other's bases for repair and
replenishment of supplies.

The two sides have also
signed Communications
Compatibility and Security
Agreement(COMCASA) in
2018 that provides for interop-
erability between the two mili-
taries and the sale of high-end
technology from the US to India.

In October last year, India
and the US sealed the Basic
Exchange and Cooperation

Agreement(BECA) agreement
to further boost bilateral
defence ties. The pact pro-
vides for sharing of high-end
military technology, logistics
and geospatial maps between
the two countries.

The Indian army, a couple
of days ago, signed a pact for
over 100 ‘Explosive-Laden
Drones’, which will be manu-
factured by Bengaluru-based
firm Alpha Design-led joint
venture along with Israel’s Elbit
Security Systems (ELSEC).  The
drones are called ‘SkyStrikers.’

The contract is estimated
to be around Rs 100 crore and
was signed as per the emer-
gency powers given to the
armed forces for procurement.

The ‘SkyStriker’ drones will
have a range of about 100km.
These drones will address the
Army’s requirement  for “loi-
tering munition” – a type of
Unmanned Aerial Vehicles
(UAVs) built to engage beyond
the line-of-sight ground targets
with an explosive warhead.
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Retail edible oil prices in the
country are not coming

down anytime soon. And even
if they do, the Centre on Friday
made it clear, there "would not
be any dramatic decline".

Retail prices of edible oils
in India, which imports 60 per
cent of its requirement, have
shot up to 64 per cent in the
past just one year, in line with
the global developments.

Union Food Secretary
Sudhanshu Pandey on Friday
said, "However, looking at the
declining trend shown in prices
of edible oils for December
month in the futures market, it
looks like retail prices will
start declining. But, there won't
be any dramatic decline as
there is still global pressure".
The arrival of new crops and a
likely drop in global prices
should help in softening of edi-
ble oils' retail prices in the
country, he said.

Citing reasons for the
sharp rise in domestic edible
oils prices, the secretary said
one major reason is that prices
have gone up in the interna-
tional markets as many coun-
tries are aggressively pursuing
the biofuel policy using their
own resources.

For instance, Malaysia and
Indonesia, which are major
suppliers of palm oil to India,
are using palm oil for their bio-
fuel policy. Likewise, the US is
diverting soyabean for biofuel
making, he said. Moreover,
palm oil and soyabean oil are
the top-two oils in terms of
share in the Indian market.
Palm oil is about 30-31 per cent,
soyabean oil is 22 per cent.
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The Supreme Court on Friday
refused to entertain West

Bengal Government's plea seek-
ing to appoint Director General
of Police (DGP) without con-
sulting the Union Public Service
Commission (UPSC), saying it
would be "abuse of law".
Expressing displeasure at one
point, the apex court told the
State not to file applications like
these. 

"We have seen your appli-
cation. The points you are
raising are exactly the same
which you have raised earlier
that UPSC should not have a
role. When the main matter is
taken you can argue this mat-
ter. We cannot permit this.
This is abuse of process. We
will dismiss your application.
We cannot have petitions like
this. Why are we wasting so
much time on these applica-
tions," the bench comprising
Justices Nageswara Rao, B R
Gavai and B V Nagarathna
observed.

However,  the Bench

allowed the State's implead-
ment application in the main
matter on police reforms and
said it will start hearing mat-
ter which "hasn't seen the
light of  day for many 
years". 

Advocate Prashant
Bhushan, appearing for Prakash
Singh (main petitioner),
requested the bench for an
early hearing of the main peti-
tion on police reforms saying
"unfortunately in most states
implementation of directions of
the top court remains unim-
plemented." The court has now
posted the matter for hearing in
October and said, "We will start
hearing the matter. It hasn't seen
the light of day for many 
years." 

The apex court was hear-
ing an application filed by
West Bengal stating that UPSC
does not have expertise to con-
sider and appoint DGP of a
state as also that it is not in line
with the federal System of gov-
ernance.  The State
Government, in its plea,
requested the top court to
modify its 2018 order in the
Prakash Singh case on police
reforms which made it manda-
tory for the state governments
to appoint the DGP from a
panel of three most senior
police officers.
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Citing huge delays in prose-
cution of high profile cor-

ruption cases, BJP leader
Subramanian Swamy on Friday
urged Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to form an
inter-departmental monitor-
ing mechanism in the prose-
cution proceedings.

In a detailed letter to Modi,
Swamy said all agency heads
and prosecutors must sit
together regularly to speed up
the big corruption cases.
Swamy blamed the prosecution
for lethargy in handling the 2G
scam appeal, Aircel-Maxis and
INX-Media bribery case and
National Herald cases. 

“There is, without doubt,
an inordinate and inexplicable
delay in prosecution of many
corruption cases by the
Government, which had hap-
pened during the UPA tenure
at the Centre. Be it 2G Scam
appeal pending in Delhi High
Court, prosecution in the pend-
ing trial of those out on bail viz.,
Chidambaram involving his
and his son’s bribery in Aircel-
Maxis and INX Media bribery
cases, or cases against Sonia
Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi in
the National Herald Income
Tax evasion of Rs. 450 crores,
and cases of eviction and seiz-
ing of Herald House by Young
Indian Pvt Ltd company owned
by these two accused held up in
Supreme Court. 
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New Delhi: Stressing the
‘Special and Privileged Strategic
Partnership’ between India and
Russia, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday
recalled that the friendship
between the two countries has
stood the test of time and
noted the 'robust' cooperation
during the Covid-19 pandem-
ic, including in the vaccination
programme and affirmed that
mutual partnership can help
bring stability to the global
energy market

Addressing the plenary ses-
sion of the Eastern Economic
Forum (EEF), Modi said the
pandemic has highlighted the
importance of the health and
pharma sectors in our bilater-
al cooperation.

The Prime Minister was
delivering  a video-address
during the plenary session  of
EEF forum held  in
Vladivostok, Russia.  Modi
was the Chief Guest for the 5th

EEF in 2019, the first by an
Indian Prime Minister.
Recalling the visit of Chief
Ministers of Indian States to
EEF-2019, Prime Minister
extended an invitation to
Governors of the 11 regions of
Russian Far East to visit India.

Energy, he said, is another
major pillar of our strategic
partnership. India – Russia
energy partnership can help
bring stability to the global
energy market, said Modi. 

The Prime Minister said
Minister of Petroleum and
Natural Gas Hardeep Puri is in
Vladivostok to represent India at
this forum  and that Indian
workers are participating in
major gas projects in the Amur
region, from Yamal to
Vladivostok and onward to
Chennai. “We envisage an ener-
gy and trade bridge. I am happy
that the Chennai – Vladivostok
Maritime Corridor is making
headway. This connectivity pro-

ject along with the International
North- South Corridor will
bring India and Russia physically
closer to each other”, he said.

Noting that India has a tal-
ented and dedicated workforce
while the Far East is rich in
resources, the prime minister
said there is tremendous scope
for Indian talent to contribute
to the development of the
Russian Far East.

Modi  recalled his 2019
visit to the Russian city of
Vladivostok to attend the
forum and the then
announcement of India's com-
mitment to an "Act Far East
policy".The policy is an impor-
tant part of India's "special and
privileged strategic partner-
ship" with Russia, Modi said.

An online meeting between
Chief Minister of Gujarat Vijay
Rupani and Governor of Sakha-
Yakutia province of Russia was
held on 2 September on the side-
lines of EEF. PNS
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The Centre on Friday
announced that the Central

Universities will work on mis-
sion-mode to fill-up the 6,000
vacant posts by end of next
month.

Addressing a conference of
Central Universities Vice
Chancellors, Union Education
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan
encouraged the Central
Universities to work on mis-
sion-mode to fill-up the 6,000
vacant posts by October, 2021.

There have been more than
10,000 posts lying vacant in
teaching and non teaching cat-
egory at the 40 Central
Universities.

Pradhan expressed his hap-
piness to learn about the best
practices of Central Universities
and on several matters of
importance, including filling up
of general and reserved vacan-
cies, education during Covid19,
online learning and status of
NEP implementation. He also
urged them to create a frame-
work for alumni endowment.

Pradhan held the meeting
with Vice Chancellors of
Central Universities through
video conferencing. Minister of
State for Education Subhash
Sarkar, Secretary, Higher

Education, AmitKhare,
Chairman UGC, Prof D P
Singh and senior officials of the
Ministry and UGC attended
the meeting.

The VCs were also request-
ed to encourage Sports in their
Universities, thereby promoting
a sporting culture in the country.
The VCs were encouraged to
make their students Job Creators
by promoting innovation and
research in their campuses.

Addressing the participants,
Pradhan said that our universi-
ties are cradles of creativity,
innovation and opportunities.
The New Education Policy-
2020 will play a crucial role in
placing India at the top of the
emerging new world order and,
as custodians of India’s destiny,

our universities should fulfil
their responsibilities outlined in
the NEP. He stressed on mak-
ing education a lot more vibrant
& holistic and establishing India
as a knowledge superpower
through NEP.

The Minister said that our
higher education institutions
are key catalysts for promoting
socio-economic development
and for realising aspirations
and national goals. The Minister
appealed that universities
should popularise and promote
learning in Indian languages,&
cultural heritage of India.

The Minister exhorted the
Universities to come with the
strategies for making India
fully literate, as well as to con-
tribute helping the country to
meet its Nutrition Challenge
during ‘Poshan Month’ as a
mark of
AzadiKaAmrutMahotsav.

The Minister thanked the
VCs for their insights and valu-
able suggestions. He urged that
as thought leaders, our central
universities should assume pio-
neering roles in building capac-
ities, initiating frameworks for
implementation of Academic
Bank of Credit, Multiple Entry
& Exit, virtual universities and
several other facets of the NEP
from this academic year itself.
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Amajor infiltration bid by
the heavily armed group of

terrorists was foiled by the
alert Indian troops along the
line of control in  Poonch sec-
tor early Friday morning.

This is the second major
incident of cross LoC infiltra-
tion bid in the Poonch sector
in the last one week. 

Two foreign terrorists were
neutralised by the troops along
the LoC in Poonch on August
30.

According to Defence
PRO, Lt- Col Devender Anand,
" On the intervening night of
2nd and 3rd September 2021,
a group of heavily armed
Pakistani terrorists attempted
to infiltrate in Poonch sector
(J&K). 

The infiltration attempt of
Pakistani terrorists was detect-

ed by alert troops of the Indian
Army. The infiltrators were
challenged and heavy firing
ensued".

Defence PRO said, "Owing
to undulating terrain and heavy
undergrowth, the terrorists
managed to break contact and
escaped back towards Pakistan
Occupied Jammu & Kashmir

under the cover of darkness".
"A thorough search of the

encounter site was carried out
and a huge quantity of admin-
istrative stores left behind by
the terrorists were recovered to
include clothing, packaged
food items and medicines with
Pakistani markings", he 
added.

Aligarh: Viral Fever and
dengue have started wreaking
havoc in the district. It spread
as an epidemic in the cities like
Mathura, Firozabad, Aligarh
and Hathras. More than 60 per-
son have lost their lives due to
this. About 2000 people are
admitted in hospitals of these
district and 150 new patients
arrived in the OPD of Malkhan
Singh District Hospital of
Aligarh for treatment. More
than ten percent are suffering
from viral fever. Two dengue
patients are admitted in the
hospital, who are undergoing
treatment. So far five cases of
dengue have been found in the
Aligarh district.

Chief Medical
Superintendent Dr. Ramkishan
said that out of the total
patients, more than 10 percent

patients are coming with fever.
Fewer cases of dengue and
malaria have been reported so
far. At present, two dengue
patients are admitted in the
hospital, who are undergoing
treatment. Fever patients are
also reaching the Pt. Deendayal
Upadhyay Joint Hospital. CMO
Dr. Anand Upadhyay informed
that medicines have been made
available at all CHCs and PHCs
of the district. Spraying of
chemicals has been ordered. So
far five cases of dengue have
been found in the district. The
Health Department team is
keeping an eye.

Epidemiologist Dr. Rohit
had gone to Konh village of
Mathura. All major hospitals
have been directed to make
wards for dengue and fever
patients.  PNS
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The night curfew slapped on
Kerala since last Sunday has

failed to yield any result as the
number of new patients diag-
nosed with Covid-19 continue
to remain high. On Friday, out
of the 1.63 lakh samples sent
for testing, 29,322 persons were
found to be infected with
Covid-19, said a release by
health minister Veena George.

The Test Positivity Rate
remained high with 17.91 per
cent while the pandemic
claimed 131 lives taking the
death toll in the State till date
to 21,280. The State also saw
118 health workers falling prey
to Covid-19.

Thrissur diagnosed 3530
persons on Friday and
remained at the top of the table
of districts with high patients.
Ernakulam (3435), Kozhikode
(3344), Kollam (2957) were the
districts with highest number
of Covid -19 patients.

Across the State, 2.46 lakh
patients are undergoing treat-

ment for Covid-19. The
Government’s move to reopen
schools in the State and con-
duct examinations for Class XI
suffered a set back as the
Supreme Court on Friday
stayed the move of the LDF
Government in this regard in
the backdrop of the increasing
number of Covid patients in
the State.

The apex court took note
of the unabated increase in the
number of Covid-19 cases in
the State and asked the admin-
istration whether the
Government of Kerala has
taken into account the 30,000
cases being recorded per day.

“As we could not get satis-
factory response from counsel
for the State in this regard we
grant interim relief staying
offline exam till next date of
hearing,” said the Bench con-
sistinhg of Judges A M
Khanwilkar, Hrishikesh Roy
and C T Ravikumar while con-
sidering a petition moved on
behalf of Plus One students in
the State.
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Acting fast after taking charge the CBI, inves-
tigating the graver offences post Assembly

elections on Friday submitted a second
chargesheet, this time in a North 24 Parganas
murder case where a BJP supporter JP Yadav was
bombed to death on June 6 by alleged Trinamool
Congress miscreants.

This is the second chargesheet filed in two
consecutive days with the first one being filed by
the Central Agency in a Rampurhat murder case
in Birbhum district.

“Four persons have been named in the
chargesheet,” a CBI source said adding more
investigations were being conducted against
other persons who had been named by the com-
plainants.

The CBI is acting upon the orders of the
Calcutta High Court which earlier directed a two-
pronged probe deputing the central agency to
investigate the graver offences whereas asking a
Special Investigating Team of the State police to
inquire into other offences.

In a related development former Calcutta
High Court Chief Justice Manjula Chellur had
agreed to supervise the SIT investigation into the
“other” post poll “offences.” According to sources
unavailability of a retired Supreme Court Judge,

for supervising the SIT probe — as was direct-
ed by the High Court — Justice Chellur was
appointed for the task.

More than a hundred cases of murder, loot,
rape and arson was reported post Assembly elec-
tions that saw Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
and Trinamool Congress roaring back to power
for the third time in a row.

In the post poll violence an allegation of
which was summarily rejected by the Chief
Minister hundreds of BJP, Left, Congress and
Trinamool Congress workers were attacked and
their properties looted leading the Opposition BJP
and the Left to raise demands for impartial probe
accusing the State police of active connivance with
the ruling party assailants.

Meanwhile, the TMC leadership which had
already filed a petition in the Supreme Court
against the High Court order continued to react
strongly wondering why only the SIT and not the
CBI was being monitored by the judiciary.

“Everyone knows how all the institutions have
been saffronised by the BJP— from CBI to EC
to NHRC and others —in that case where is the
guarantee that the CBI will not conduct biased
investigation … CBI’s bias is a well-known fact
so why only the SIT and not the CBI will be mon-
itored by the Court,” Sukhendu Shekhar Roy
TMC Rajya Sabha MP said.
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Kolkata: Congress Leader of
Opposition in Lok Sabha Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury was allegedly gheraoed and
harassed on Friday by alleged
Trinamool Congress supporters even as
he went to Raninagar in Murshidabad
district to inquire into the reports of
alleged violence on Congress men.

Chowdhury’s vehicle was blocked
and he was shown black flags, brooms,
sandals and stick by a large crowd that
gathered at the entry point of
Raninagar, the MP said adding his per-
sonal security officers managed to
escort him out of the crowd.

“I have written to the Chief
Minister, Chief Secretary, the DM and
SP about the continuous violence being
perpetrated on the Congress workers …
I have told the Chief Minister to con-
tain political violence in the State
reminding if her party needed to resort

to violence even after coming to power
for three consecutive terms then there
is no more shame that it … She should
now consider that the acts of her party
men is putting Bengal to disrepute …
how will outsiders come here … how
will investors come here,” Chowdhury
said.

According to the Congress three
houses of Congress men were ransacked
and their owners beaten up by alleged
TMC men on Thursday night. When
Chowdhury went to find out the alle-
gations for himself he too was block-
aded away by alleged Trinamool men
and women.

Reacting to the reports Bengal
Minister Firhad Hakim said he had no
information of such attack saying “the
Trinamool does not believe in violence
… I am sure no TMC worker would be
involved in the incident.” PNS
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New Delhi: At least 70 per cent of 100 most
climate change vulnerable districts in the
country are in the five States of eastern India
- Assam, Bihar, Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh
and Odisha. Outlining this, scientists on
Friday called for the  urgent need to put in
place a multi-hazard warning system,
implement local action along with better
coordination at inter-agency, inter-minis-
terial and Centre-State levels to combat the
global warming-induced threat.

“Overall, eight States in the country viz.,
Jharkhand, Mizoram, Odisha, Chhattisgarh,
Assam, Bihar, Arunachal Pradesh, and
West Bengal, all in the Eastern India are
found to have higher vulnerability. However,
out of country’s 100 most vulnerable dis-
tricts, 70 per cent are in  Assam, Bihar,
Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh and Orissa,” said
Dr Akhilesh Gupta, Senior Adviser and
Head, Policy Coordination & Programme
Management Division, and a climate change
expert at the Department of Science and
Technology (DST).

He was speaking at the inaugural ses-
sion of the two-day policy dialogue on
‘Localizing Climate Resilience Agenda:
Vision 2050 and 2100’ under CAP-RES
DST-GOI Project on Friday here.

“As projected by the recent Working
group-I report of IPCC, the global tem-
perature which has already increased to 1.1
degree C above the pre-industrial era level

is likely to further increase to 1.5-deg. C in
next 2 decades. India too is expected to expe-
rience greater impact of global warming in
the time to come, There may be an increase
in frequency, severity and duration of heat
wave.

“Monsoon may become more erratic.
There may be more frequent droughts and
floods. The Indian seas may witness the
more sea-level rise. There has already been
increase in sea level in last two decades..
With the increase of carbon dioxide content
in the oceans, the sea water may become
more acidic, and so on” Dr Gupta pointed
out at the programme organized by National
Institute of Disaster Management (NIDM),
Ministry of Home Affairs and DST in col-
laboration with Deutsche Gesellschaft fur
Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ)
GmbH.

“Next two decades are going to be very
crucial. IPCC‘s working group report gives
the starkest of warnings for global climate
impacts. The two-degree rise in global tem-
peratures may come earlier than expected.
It may have a huge impact on India, espe-
cially on agriculture, health and water
security. India is confronted with a challenge
of addressing such impacts,” he 
added.

“Science and technology is a major tool
to fight the menace of climate change. Of
late, hazards are not happening in isolation

but in combination with two or more. There
is urgent need to put in place a multi-haz-
ard warning system, along with better
coordination at inter-agency, inter-minis-
terial and Centre-State levels. India made
some excellent progress in climate action
both in adaptation and mitigation areas,” he
pointed out.

Maj. Gen. MK Bindal, Executive
Director, NIDM, MHA, warned that the
danger mark has been reached, rapid access
to information is needed to protect lives and
livelihood and the use of STI is key to fight
climate change problems. 

“The sixth IPCC report has pushed the
button to act now, and it is time to act local-
ly. Good policies need to be translated into
action. We are working with state govern-
ments for localising action plan,” said
Christiane Hieronymus, Head of Economic
Cooperation & Development, Embassy of
the Federal Republic of Germany while  Prof
V K Sharma, Vice Chairman, Sikkim
SDMA said that, “We will have to do some-
thing at local level, at the municipal level
with regional and local approach and also
at the panchayat level.”

Kamal Kishore, Member, NDMA, urged
for action with much greater vision, diver-
sifying risks and continuous policy revisions
while Prof Anil K Gupta, Head, ECDRM
Division, NIDM, discussed ways of trans-
lating the concerns to local action. PNS
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The National Investigation Agency (NIA) on
Friday filed a charge-sheet against 10

accused, including police officers a a convict-
ed constables, in the sensational case involving
the recovery of  an explosive-laden SUV the res-
idence of  industrialist Mukesh Ambani in south
Mumbai and the subsequent suspected murder
of the vehicle owner Mansukh Hiran.

In a voluminous charge-sheet filed in a
Special NIA Special Court here, the NIA
charged the ten accused – including dismissed
Assistant Sub-Inspectors Sachin Waze,
Riyazuddin Kazi, yesteryear encounter-spe-
cialist Pradeep Sharma, convicted constable
Vinayak Shinde  – with various offences under
various sections of Indian Penal Code for mur-
der, cheating, conspiracy and also various sec-
tions of the Arms Act, Explosive Substance Act
and the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act.

Apart from Waze, Kazi, Sharma and Shinde,
the others who have been named in the charge-
sheet are:  Naresh R. Gor, Sunil D. Mane, Santosh
A. Shelar, Manish V. Soni,  Anand P. Jadhav and
Satish T. Mothkuri.

The NIA has based its charge-sheet on three
FIRs it registered in connection with the twin
incidents. While the first FIR registered at the

Gamdevi police station relates to the recovery
of  a Mahindra Scorpio Vehicle on Carmichael
Road, Mumbai during the intervening night of
February  24 and 25, 2021 with 20 Gelatine Sticks
Explosive and a threat note addressed to
Mukesh Ambani.

The second FIR registered with at the
Vikhroli Police Stationn relates to theft of the
seized Mahindra Scorpio vehicle, while the third
FIR registered at Mumbra police station relates
to the recovery of  Mansukh Hiran’s body from
the nearby creek on March 5, 2021.

“During the investigations,  incriminating
evidences came to fore against the ten  arrest-
ed accused involved in various stages of con-
spiracy of placing explosive laden Mahindra
Scorpio vehicle, its theft and commission of mur-
der of Mansukh Hiran,” the CBI said in a state-
ment.

The IPC sections invoked against the
accused in the case relate to criminal conspir-
acy, destroying evidences to escape the conse-
quences, negligence with explosives, abduction
with intent to kill, extortion with threats of death
or physical harm, grabbing property, criminal
breach of trust by public servant, forgery and
forging documents of electronic evidence to pass
them off as genuine, possession of a fake seal to
commit forgery, common intentions, etc.
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Slamming the BJP-led
Government over its

National Monetisation Pipeline
(NMP) decision, former
Finance Minister and senior
Congressman P Chidambaram
on Friday demanded an assur-
ance from the Narendra Modi
Government that the entire
amount of �6 lakh crore, when
realized, “will not be used for
partly financing the fiscal
deficit of �5.5 lakh crore in
2021-22 or for retiring old
debts”

Posing as many as 20 ques-
tions to the BJP-led NDA
Government over the NMP,
Chidambaram also sought an
assurance from the Modi dis-
pensation that  the expected
sum of �6 lakh crore would not
be merged with general rev-
enues and will not be used for
general expenditure.

In a series of other ques-
tions on NMP, the former
Finance Minister wanted to
know if the Government float-
ed a consultation paper on
NMP “Did Government con-
sult the workers or the trade
unions or other stakeholders
before announcing the NMP?
When and where did these

consultations take place? Will
the government make public
the outcome or the minutes of
these consultations?,” he asked,
while speaking to media per-
sons here.

Chidambaram also
demanded to know as to why
did not the government discuss
the NMP in Parliament and
asked if the Government pro-
posed to consult the
Opposition parties or discuss
the NMP  Parliament.

Charging that  Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s  oft-
repeated claim of “nothing was
done in 70 years” stood
exposed, Chidambaram said:
“The NMP will wash away
what has been done in the last
70 years”.

“The NMP was not
announced in the Parliament.
It was announced after the
session ended. There was no
consultation paper. There were
no meetings with trade unions.
Nor were there consultations
with political parties,” he said.

Chidambaram ridiculed
Modi by saying that “he is the
only Chief Executive in the
world who has never interact-
ed with the press”.

“The Prime Minister has in
the last 7 years never interact-

ed with the press and in the
next three years he would not
do so. The Finance Minister
(Nirmala Sitharaman) never
responds to questions in press
conference….for farm bills they
have not allowed a debate, on
Pegasus no debate took
place…and I am sure that they
will not allow a debate on
NMP also,” the former finance
minister said.

“What are the objectives of
the NMP? Is the sole objective
of NMP the raising of revenue
over a four year period?...
Certain assets have been iden-
tified by the NMP for moneti-
zation. What are the criteria
applied for the choice of assets?,
he asked.

Chidambaram said that
under the UPA, certain criteria
were adopted upfront for iden-
tifying the PSU that would be
disinvested or privatized.

“In the case of roads/high-
ways, there is currently a PPP
policy. What is the difference,
if any, between the model that
is in force for such PPPs and
the model that will be adopt-
ed under the NMP for mone-
tization?,” he wondered.

“If an asset is 'monetized'
for, say, 30 or 50 of years, what
is the value of the piece of paper

that declares the Government
to be the 'owner' of the asset?
What kind of asset does the
government expect will be
returned at the end of the
period? Will it not be a fully
depreciated asset worth prac-
tically nothing?,”
Chidambaram wanted to
know.

“Since the NMP is silent on
the subject, will the
Government stipulate in the
contract that the amount of
depreciation should be put in
a Depreciation Reserve
Account which was used only
to maintain, upgrade or add to
the asset so that at the end of
the lease period a valuable
asset is returned to the gov-
ernment?,” he asked.

Chidambaram wanted to
know if there would be a pro-
vision in the contract to prevent
asset-stripping by the lessee?
“What provisions will be
included in the Invitation to
Bid (ITB) to ensure that the
'monetization' process does
not create monopolies or duop-
olies in that  sector? In partic-
ular, what provisions will be
included to prevent monopo-
lies/duopolies emerging in the
ports, airports, telecom and
power sectors?,” he asked.
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Bengaluru: Karnataka's Leader of
Opposition Siddaramaiah on Friday
urged the state government to with-
draw its decision to implement the
new National Education Policy, while
refusing to take part in the discussion
on the subject.

"A letter has been written from
the office of the Minister of Higher
Education informing the implemen-
tation of new National Education
Policy and requesting the appoint-
ment of Leader of Opposition to dis-
cuss regarding the same. It is to be
noted that the government has
already decided and inaugurated to
implementation the said policy from
the current academic year, without
any discussion with the students,
teachers, education experts or oppo-
sition. It is not correct to call for dis-
cussion now after inaugurating the
implementation," he said.

"Policy change in matters like
education and health are not small
issues. Detailed deliberations should
have been initiated democratically
before drafting such issues which
have wide implications. Governments
of many developed countries take the
complete responsibility of health and
education but here in India the gov-
ernment is trying to wash away the
responsibility, the former Chief
Minister said.

Siddaramaiah further noted that
India has a high student to teacher
ratio which should come down for
the benefit of students. Also, the gov-
ernment allocation for education as
a percentage of GDP is very low.
Noting that NEP also recommends
the allocation to education to be at 6
per cent of GDP, he said that then
Karnataka should allocate about Rs
1.08 lakh crore.

"There are many objections and
concerns about NEP. It violates fed-
eral arrangements and infringes upon
the autonomy of states over education
and universities. It promotes privati-
sation leading to inequality and
social injustice. The intention is to
indoctrinate students with the idea of
communalism through education.
NEP is unscientific and will push
lakhs of students to darkness," the
Congress leader contended.

"Government should have dis-
cussed and debated these issues
before the implementation. NEP
decides the future of many students
shaping the next 70-80 years.
Education is a tool for social eleva-
tion for many marginalised sections.
Has BJP implemented NEP to pre-
vent this elevation of social status
among marginalised sections?" he
asked. IANS



the Gangster Act and over 500
under the National Security
Act. The Yogi administration
has also hit criminals hard by
targeting their finances; in the
State Government’s drive
against the mafia, their illicit
property worth more than
�1,500 crore has either been
attached or demolished. Along
with action against the mafia,
the Yogi administration has
also provided protection to
witnesses.

And a vastly improved law
and order has begun to pay off
in the realm of development.
Here too, figures speak for
themselves. The State’s develop-
ment data reveals that over the
years, UP has received invest-
ment proposals worth �66,000
crore from both foreign and
local investors. The administra-
tion has acted promptly on
these proposals. More to the
point, companies from Japan,
Canada, Germany, Hong Kong,
the UK, the US, Taiwan and
South Korea are lining up to
invest in UP; one company has
left from China to set up oper-
ations in Agra. It is also signif-
icant that the Government is
ensuring that the flow of invest-
ment is not confined to the
State’s bigger cities, but is also
being channeled to smaller
towns like Etah, Amroha,
Mirzapur, and so on.

Apart from the fresh pro-
posals for investment, MoUs
worth �4.68 lakh crore have
been signed at investors’ sum-
mits, of which 371 proposals
worth close to �3 lakh crore are
already functional, generating
employment for up to 5 lakh
people. Here, one must make
mention of the work being
done by this Government on
the defence industrial manu-
facturing corridor, which has
already drawn up to 14 MoUs.
The aim is to transform Uttar
Pradesh into a hub of capital-
intensive manufacturing,
which the defence industry
invariably entails.

Farmers have much to be
happy about in Yogi
Adityanath’s rule.
Development schemes and
programmes, for their long-
term success, also need the
health of the rural economy to
be robust. The Adityanath
policy of transparent pur-
chase of wheat and paddy, as
also his continuous supervi-
sion of purchase centres, has
been successful. The example
of paddy should suffice; the
State Government has pur-
chased a record 60 lakh met-
ric tonne of the grain against
a slated target of 55 lakh
metric tonne. Payments made
to the State’s farmers have
been touching new records as

well. The Government has
stepped up its efforts to dou-
ble the income of the State’s
farmers. Nearly �33,000 crore
have been transferred to the
accounts of the nearly three
crore farmers under the
Pradhan Mantri Kisan
Samman Nidhi Yojana, plus
separate transfers under crop
insurance schemes. The mod-
ernisation of 20 sugar mills in
the State, along with the
reopening of the Pipraich,
Munderwa and Ramala sugar
mills, is a particularly signif-
icant milestone in the Yogi
administration’s agriculture
policy.

Uttar Pradesh under Yogi
Adityanath is clearly not the
“Bimaru” State it was once
derided as, but a State on a
rapid march upwards. This is
important for the State, which
is one-fifth of India. Being
backward is bad enough, but
if one-fifth of the frame is sick,
the rest of the body cannot in
any way be healthy. Moreover,
the Narasimha Rao-initiated
1991 reforms did not benefit
UP. This makes UP’s march
under Adityanath all the more
remarkable.

(The writer is a well-known
columnist, an author and a for-
mer member of the Rajya
Sabha. The views expressed are
personal.)
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Sir — I remember during my school in the
late 80s, when I first came across the name
‘Chandan Mitra’ in an article published in
The Statesman on an issue of that time.
Later, in January 1994, after the sudden
demise of music director Rahul Dev
Burman, a memoir titled Agar Tum Na
Hote written by him was published in The
Hindustan Times and it made me his fan.
However, there was another reason for my
admiration for him because in those days
I had the impression that a man who works
at such an important position of a
renowned publication would not engage
himself in writing on the least important
subject like cinema and music. 

That culture still prevails in most of the
popular publications. The senior journal-
ists/ writers, who write on various burgeon-
ing issues of the country and abroad sel-
dom write on these topics. The editorial pol-
icy of promoting cinema, music and cul-
ture continued to grow in The Pioneer
under his able leadership. At a time when
some of the esteemed English newspapers
have stopped publishing the letters of the
readers, The Pioneer continued to bring out
the column honouring the sentiments of
the letter writers. 

Abhijit Roy | Jamshedpur
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Sir — LIC of India celebrates 1st September
as LIC-day in commemoration of the for-
mation of the Life Insurance Corporation
of India in 1956 by nationalising and merg-
ing 245 private insurance companies.
Nearing branches of LIC of India should
be merged to reduce unnecessary over-
heads. But gradually life insurance business
is being captured by later constituted pri-
vate insurance companies, many of which
are promoted by private banks. These pri-
vate banks and their promoted insurance
companies always work in alliance to pro-
mote their insurance business in addition
to their banking business.

Several public sector banks collaborate
with private insurance companies rather
than promoting the LIC of India. Banking
and insurance divisions of the Department

of Financial Services should jointly plan a
system whereby every branch of each pub-
lic sector bank may be attached to some
nearing unit of LIC of India. All insurance
formalities must go through attached units
of LIC of India and General Insurance.
Healthy competition can be developed by
giving appreciation points to branch man-
agers bringing more insurance business into
the public sector. This will promote the pub-
lic-sector, save people from gimmicks and
befooling insurance plans of private-sector
companies, and provide a single-window
facility for all banking and insurance needs.

Madhu Agrawal | Delhi
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Sir — Chief Justice of India NV Ramana
rightly pointed out that certain sections of
the media ‘communalise everything’. All
right-thinking people share the concern
voiced by him over the distinct propensi-
ty shown by the media for ‘showing every-
thing with a communal angle’. Switching on
certain TV channels, you find them spew-

ing communal venom day in, day out, bear-
ing out the veracity of what the CJI had said.
Evidently, TV anchors in some news
channels are predisposed or conditioned to
present a slanted view of events. 

Journalists are supposed to be political-
ly neutral and speak the truth, but these
anchors openly take the side of the ruling
dispensation. They peddle the line of the rul-
ing party and package propaganda as
news, leaving us to wonder if they are inde-
pendent journalists or party spokespersons.
They are complicit in the attempt made by
Hindu Right to tap the political potential of
Hindu identity. Some channels try to keep
a fine balance between communalism and
secularism to maximise viewership. As
observed by the CJI, communal content
aired by media outlets brings a bad name
to the country. Still, ironically enough, they
do it assuming an air of patriotism.  

G David Milton | Tamil Nadu
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India’s largest State Uttar
Pradesh, also its most politi-
cally vibrant, has also moved
in the field of development

the fastest. Be it in the layout of
highways, appointments to
Government services, providing
employment to the people,
increasing investments, improving
law and order, encouraging
tourism and pilgrimage, as well as
expanding the small and medium
enterprises sector, Uttar Pradesh
is making waves.

Since Independence, one
never heard that this State had
moved in the area of development.
It is surprising that New Delhi did
not bother, perhaps ignoring the
fact that UP is one-fifth of India.
If, therefore, UP leaps in progress,
the country races ahead in terms
of development. Evidently, for
the powers-that-be in India’s 
rajdhani, UP was treated as a bank
of 84 Lok Sabha seats (80 now)
and a sure-shot ticket to parlia-
mentary majority at the Centre,
but nothing more. In fact, a chief
former ruling dynasty was report-
ed to have voiced an opinion in
favour of keeping Uttar Pradesh
backward and fragmented.

The State today in 2021 is a
vastly changed place. From the
backwaters of most economic
indices, it today has moved to
becoming India’s second-richest in
terms of Gross State Domestic
Product (GSDP), which stands at
$268 billion, behind only
Maharashtra now. This, under
Yogi Adityanath has been an
achievement despite the ravages of
the COVID-19 pandemic. In the
ease of doing business, a crucial
global benchmark, UP, which
languished at 16th position in the
country in 2016, has moved up to
the second rank among India’s
States.

Law and order, the most
important prerequisite for any
development activity to flower,
was never a strong suit in Uttar
Pradesh before Adityanath took
over. Any economic or capital
investment in the State remained
a dream. The scenario after Yogi’s
coming to office in March 2017 is
a sharp contrast. Over the past
four-and-a-half years, 137 crimi-
nals have been liquidated in police
action, while close to 3,000 crim-
inals were injured; nearly 37,000
accused have been booked under
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Mohammed bin Salman is
described as a Machiavellian
reformer, visionary, revolu-
tionary and reactionary. Itis

fair to say that because of these eye-catch-
ing traits ofhis political activities that MBS,
as he is popularly known as, is being keen-
ly noticed in Saudi Arabia and beyond. 

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia had
long been known for two things: oil and
Islam — and lately for its Crown Prince.
The oil-rich Kingdom has witnessed
wide-ranging changes, and the man dri-
ving them is the visionary son of King
Mohammed bin Salman. His admirers
describe him as a hard-working, business-
minded leader with no stomach for cor-
ruption and a burning desire to modern-
ize the country while avoiding the trap-
pings of royalty. On the other hand, his crit-
ics view him as power-hungry, ‘immature’,
and someone unaware of the dangers of
reforming too much too fast. Such views
are hardly surprising given the rush for
reform across the Kingdom since MBS was
appointed as the crown prince.

MBS is already his country’s de facto
ruler, and perhaps the most powerful per-
son in the Middle East region. It was only
after his father was appointed as the Crown
Prince in 2012 that he began to accumu-
late power. The following year, MBS
became the head of the Crown Prince
Court and soon was made the Minister of
Defense. Muhammad Bin Salman was also
appointed as the Deputy Crown Prince and
took over the Council of Economic and
Development Affairs. There was no stop-
ping the ambitious prince. Now in charge
of the war in Yemen and Saudi Arabia’s
economy, his importance as a policymak-
er became clear the following year when
he unveiled an ambitious and wide-rang-
ing plan to bring economic and social
change to the Kingdom and end its
“addiction” to oil. The destination goal for
Salman was to be the most powerful man
in Saudi Arabia and that meant assuming
the title of Crown Prince.

After his anointment as Crown Prince,
he started making moves that would
shock not only the conservative Saudi
Wahabbi clerics but also the world as a
whole. In an interview, when he was asked
what was his concept of moderation, the
Prince replied: “Of course, this is a broad
term. All Muslim jurists and scholars have
been talking about the concept of moder-
ation for over a thousand years. So, I do
not think I am in a position to clarify this
concept, as much as I can ... abide by the
Saudi constitution, which is the Quran, the
Sunnah, and our basic governance system
and to implement it fully in a broad sense
that is inclusive of everybody. This leads
me to another question, namely the space
Sharia occupies in the State. Meaning, on
the level of the constitution, the judicia-
ry, the public space, and the level of free-
doms of individuals. As I said earlier, our
constitution is the Quran, has been, still
is, and will continue to be so forever.”
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If you’re worried about your
‘carbon footprint’ - a con-
cept foisted on the world in

2004 by British Petroleum to
persuade people that their
own behaviour, and not giant
oil companies like BP, is caus-
ing the climate problem - then
you definitely should not sign
up for a sub-orbital space
flight. Besides, you probably
can’t afford it ($250,000 pp).

Millions of people can
afford it, however, and since
the Branson/Bezos ‘space race’
last month tickets for sub-
orbital flights are selling fast.
These are commercial ven-
tures, after all.

There are only three more
flights scheduled for Jeff
Bezos’s ‘Blue Origin’ rocket
before the end of the year, and
two more for Richard
Branson’s ‘VSS Unity’, but both

men clearly intend to ramp up
to more frequent flights.
(Branson predicts 400 flights
a year.) The era of mass space
tourism is just around the
corner.

Well, what did you expect?
The travel and tourism indus-
try accounted for 10.7 per cent
of world GDP in the last nor-
mal year (2019), so nowhere is
safe, including the stratos-
phere. And like every other
tourist destination, the stratos-
phere suffers some environ-
mental damage from all the
tourists passing through. The
key question, so far unan-
swered, is: how much?

Hardly any at the moment.
The typical rocket launch
dumps the same amount of
CO2 into the atmosphere as
one airliner does in the course
of a trans-Atlantic crossing.

Since there are only three or
four passengers aboard each of
those sub-orbital flights, their
individual  carbon footprints
are huge - but more than
1,700 commercial jets cross the
Atlantic on the average day.

Most rockets, including
Elon Musk’s ‘Falcon Heavies’
and most of the big Chinese
and Russian vehicles, burn a
mixture of kerosene and liquid
oxygen and produce an
exhaust plume little different
from that of jet aircraft: most-
ly carbon dioxide and water.

But the total fuel used annu-
ally by all the world’s rockets
is less than one percent of that
burned by commercial aircraft.

Moreover, some of the
newer rockets, like Bezos’s
‘New Shepard’, most European
launch vehicles, and the last
stage of the new Long March
rockets, use Liquid Hydrogen
and Liquid Oxygen, which
leaves only water and a few
traces of other chemicals. So
far, so relatively harmless -
except that all the other rock-
ets leave black carbon ('soot')
in the upper stratosphere,
where airliners don’t fly.

The commercial aircraft
do leave soot in the lowest part
of the stratosphere, where its
effects are reasonably well
understood. It warms the
lower stratosphere. It presum-
ably does that in the upper

parts of the stratosphere too.
The annual orbital rocket

traffic is surprisingly low: a
record 1,283 satellites were
put into orbit last year, but only
104 rocket launches were used
to put them there. (Another
ten launches were failures, but
failures tend to happen before
rockets reach the stratosphere.)
This means the prospective
‘tourist’ launches represent a
four- or five-fold jump in the
stratospheric traffic.

Bezos’s launches get a
pass because he’s not burning
kerosene and leaving soot
behind. Branson’s rocket,
however, is powered by a
‘hybrid engine’ that burns
hydroxyl-terminated polybu-
tadiene (synthetic rubber),
with nitrous oxide as an oxi-
diser. You can think of it as a
soot generator with stratos-

pheric capability. And 400
flights a year.

So, the Branson rocket
should be closely monitored
for its impact on the stratos-
phere, and how that might
affect the climate. The impact
could be insignificant, but it
will be a much bigger con-
tributor to stratospheric pol-
lution than its size suggests.
And what of space flight in
general?

There will certainly be
more orbital flights as time
goes on, but most satellites are
now very small packages that
can be packed together on a
single launch. Moreover, there
is a clear move towards using
liquid hydrogen rather than
kerosene as a fuel, despite
hydrogen’s current high price,
and a longer-term aspiration to
use high-energy biofuels that

are carbon-neutral.
Aviation as a whole

remains a significant part of
the warming problem, produc-
ing more than 3 per cent of
global CO2 emissions, and the
solutions are expensive or
technically difficult. Biofuels
can eventually address the
carbon dioxide emissions, but
at least half the aviation-linked
warming is not CO2. Its heat
reflected back to the ground by
contrails.

The remedy for that is to
fly in the lower atmosphere,
where contrails rarely form -
but that puts planes back down
in the turbulence, which pas-
sengers do not like. Planes
could be designed that would
counter that turbulence (duct-
ed flow and computer-driven
instant response), but there’s
no sign of it yet.
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Crown Prince is clear about the sen-
sitive matter: “We are simply revert-
ing to what we followed — a mod-
erate Islam open to the world and
all religions. 70 per cent of the
Saudis are younger than 30, honest-
ly, we won’t waste 30 years of our
life combating extremist thoughts,
we will destroy them now and
immediately.”

In 2016, to prepare for the
kingdom’s economic future, Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman
laid out a road map for the coun-
try, known as Vision 2030. The
plan was to transform Saudi Arabia
by liberalising social norms and
improving Government services. In
his words, “We seek to be proud of
our country, and allow the latter to
contribute to the development of
the world, whether on the econom-
ic, environmental, civilisational,
or intellectual levels.” Such ambi-
tious transformation projects come
with very high realisation costs.
The country has plans to transform
the capital Riyadh into an econom-
ic, social, and cultural hub by
2030 at the cost of $800bn along
with the planning of a new city
NEOM at an estimated cost of
$500bn. Several other multi-bil-
lion-dollar projects are planned to
be completed by 2035.

Under MBS, Saudi Arabia’s
tech scene has seen a dramatic
transformation. The Saudi
Government is pushing huge
amounts of capital into the indus-
try and attracting foreign investors
in a bid to become the new eco-

nomic hub of the Middle East.
Crown Prince is aiming to spend
over $7 billion dollars within the
next 10 years across the public and
private sectors to diversify its econ-
omy away from oil. And his plan
seems to be working: in the last
year, Google signed a $10 billion
agreement with oil giant Aramco;
Amazon has committed huge busi-
ness in the country, and Huawei is
set to open its largest flagship out-
side of China in Riyadh. The grow-
ing social cachet attached to the
tech industry is a trend that can be
attributed, in part, to Crown
Prince’s own fascination with
Silicon Valley. To raise funds for
economic diversification, Saudi
Arabia has issued debt, drawn
down its fiscal reserves and VAT -
a form of sales tax. The kingdom
can also continue to draw from its
reserves, which stood at $130bn at
the end of the second quarter of
2021. Nevertheless, privatisations
are likely to gain new momentum
over the coming years.   

When asked about Saudi
Arabia and the US, after the new
administration had arrived in the
White House, was there any discord
between these two allies? MBS
stated that they were working on
maintaining relations with strategic
partners in the region, starting with
the Gulf countries, Arab countries,
and Middle Eastern countries.
They were also working on
strengthening their alliances with
partners throughout the world;
the US, the UK, France, Europe,

and other countries, as well as seek-
ing to create new partnerships
with everyone else, such as Russia,
India, China, Latin America,
African countries, and others. This
is all to serve the interests of Saudi
Arabia without undermining any
other country.  

Under Crown Prince and long-
serving KSA Ambassador to India,
Saud Al Sati, the relationship
between India and Saudi Arabia
was elevated to that of a strategic
partnership. The momentum for
this relationship began during the
visit of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to the Kingdom in April
2016, during which he was present-
ed with the Sash of King Abdul
Aziz, the highest civilian decoration
awarded by King Salman. The
momentum increased with the
crown Prince’s visit to India, dur-
ing which he and Modi discussed
prospects for bilateral cooperation
in all fields, along with other issues
of mutual interest. And the confir-
mation of India as one of the
Kingdom’s strategic partner coun-
tries under Vision 2030, complete
with a proposal to set up a high-
level partnership council.

Finally on the lighter note,
when asked why he is in a tearing
hurry, Crown price replied smil-
ing: “I fear that the day I die, I am
going to die without accomplish-
ing what I have in my mind, life
is short, and a lot of things can
happen, and I am really keen to
see it with my own eyes - and that
is why I am in a hurry.”
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Anear-full house turned out
to watch Afghanistan’s top

cricketers play in a trial match
on Friday, with Taliban and
Afghan flags waving side by
side in what sports officials
called a show of national unity.

It was the first match since
the Taliban swept to power on
August 15, leaving organisers of
sports and cultural events won-
dering what is now acceptable
under the hardline Islamists’
rule.

The two sides — called
Peace Defenders and Peace
Heroes — featured many mem-
bers of the Afghan national
team, currently preparing for
the Twenty20 World Cup to be
played in UAE and Oman from
October 17.

“It is great to be here and
watch cricket,” Taliban’s Hamza
told AFP at the stadium in
Kabul, an American M-16 rifle
slung over his shoulder.

He was in charge of a con-
tingent of Taliban keeping
guard among the crowd —
some watching the game more
intently than the spectators.

“I am a player myself,” said

Hamza. “An all-rounder.”
The return of the Taliban

has sparked widespread fear in
Afghanistan and in the inter-
national community, reviving
memories of their first stint in
power from 1996 to 2001,
when they imposed a harsh
version of Islamic law.

That regime banned most
forms of entertainment —
including many sports — and
stadiums doubled as public
execution venues.

Sports the Taliban did
allow were strictly controlled,

and were only for men to play
or watch.

Certainly there were no
women among the crowd of
around 4,000 on Friday, but
there was plenty of enthusiasm
as the teams played a Twenty20
match — the shortest version
of the game — scheduled to
finish in time for Friday
prayers, the most important of
the week.

Cricket was barely known
in Afghanistan until the early
2000s, and its explosive rise in
popularity is linked with con-

flict — the sport was picked up
in Pakistan by Afghan refugees
who then seeded it in their
home country.

The national team has
enjoyed a meteoric rise on the
international scene since then,
gaining coveted Test status in
2017 and now ranking among
the top 10 sides in the world in
the one-day and Twenty20 for-
mats.

In the last 20 years, it has
emerged as a powerful symbol
of national unity in a country
riven by civil war and ethnic
conflict.

On Friday, fans waved
Afghan and Taliban flags side
by side, while “Baba cricket” —
an elderly superfan dressed
head to toe in national colours
— was ushered to a prime spot
in the stand.

Entry was free for specta-
tors on Friday, although every-
one was patted down by
Taliban guards as they entered
the stadium near Chaman
Uzuri — a Kabul neighbour-
hood dominated by Pashtuns,
who make up a majority of
Taliban fighters.

Although many Kabul res-
idents say security has

improved in the weeks since
the government fell, the Taliban
are still on alert following the
Islamic State suicide bomb
attacks at the airport last week
that killed more than 100 peo-
ple — including 13 American
troops as they wrapped up a
chaotic withdrawal.

A beaming Hamid
Shinwari, CEO of the Afghan
Cricket Board, told AFP the
display of flags at the match —
which Peace Defenders won by
62 runs — was a positive sign
for the country.

“It is unity,” he said, adding
that talks with Taliban officials
signalled a bright future for the
sport.

He would not be drawn,
however, on the fate of the
women’s team, with various
media reports saying many
members had already fled the
country or were in hiding —
fearful for their future under
the new regime.

“We have a group on
WhatsApp and every night we
are talking about our problems
and sharing plans about what
we should do,” one member of
the team told the BBC this
week.

Kabul: The Taliban say
Western Union will resume its
operations in Afghanistan,
opening a rare conduit for for-
eign funds to flow into the
cash-strapped country.

The group’s cultural com-
mission spokesman,
Ahmadullah Muttaqi,
announced the move on
Friday. The American financial
services giant had halted oper-
ations in Afghanistan when the
Taliban took power in the cap-
ital on August 15. 

The opening will be espe-
cially welcomed by Afghans
with foreign relatives abroad.
Hundreds of people have been
lining up daily outside Afghan
banks to withdraw cash. AP
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Brdo Castle (Slovenia):
European Union officials on
Friday listed a set of conditions
for defining the EU’s level of
engagement with the Taliban as
the new rulers of Afghanistan,
including respect for human
rights and the rule of law.

Following the Afghan

Government’s collapse last
month, the 27-nation bloc and
its member countries have evac-
uated their diplomats from
Afghanistan. But EU officials
have said they are willing to
cooperate with the Taliban now
that they have returned to power.

The EU is focusing on deliv-

ering humanitarian aid, guar-
anteeing the safe passage out of
the country of Afghan collabo-
rators and employees who were
left behind during the airlifts
from Kabul, and trying to pre-
vent a mass exodus of refugees
that could prompt another
migration crisis in Europe. AP

Kabul: A few dozen protesters
have gathered outside the pres-
idential palace in Kabul, urging
the country’s new Taliban lead-
ership to uphold women’s
rights achieved under Western
patronage and include women
in the upcoming Government. 

At one gate on Friday,
around a dozen women held up
small printed pages urging for “A
heroic Cabinet with the presence

of women.” The protesters chant-
ed slogans asserting human
rights and saying they did not
want to return to the past.

A document circulated by
protesters demanded that
Afghan women are granted
full rights to education, social
and political contributions in
the country’s future, and gen-
eral freedoms including that of
free speech. AP
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UK Foreign Secretary
Dominic Raab on Friday

said it is important to engage
with the Taliban Government
in Afghanistan for a range of
reasons, including the safe pas-
sage of British citizens, but dis-
missed talks of recognising it
officially as “premature”.

Addressing a joint press
conference in Islamabad along-
side Pakistani Foreign Minister
Shah Mahmood Qureshi, Raab,
who is Secretary of State for
Foreign, Commonwealth and
Development Affairs, said it
would not have been possible to
evacuate some 15,000 people
from Kabul without some degree
of cooperation from the Taliban.

Peshawar: The formation of a
new Afghan Government by
the Taliban, which was to be
announced on Friday, has now
been delayed by a day, accord-
ing to the spokesman of the
insurgents Zabiullah Mujahid.

Mujahid said the
announcement about the for-
mation of the new Government
will now be made on Saturday. 

Sources said that
Chairman of Taliban’s Political
Office, Doha, Qatar Mulla
Abdul Ghani Baradar is likely
to be the head of the Taliban.

More than two weeks after
the Taliban took over
Afghanistan, the hardline
Islamists are all set to announce
the formation of a Government
in Kabul on the lines of the
Iranian leadership, with the
group’s top religious leader
Mullah Hebatullah Akhundzada
as Afghanistan’s supreme
authority, a senior member of
the group has said. PTI
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New Zealand authorities
were so worried about an

extremist inspired by the
Islamic State (ISIS) group they
were following him around-
the-clock and were able to
shoot and kill him within 60
seconds of him unleashing a
frenzied knife attack that
wounded six people on Friday
at an Auckland supermarket.

Three of the shoppers were
taken to Auckland hospitals in
critical condition, police said.
Another was in serious condi-
tion, while two more were in
moderate condition.

Prime Minister Jacinda
Ardern said the incident was a
terror attack. She said the man
was a Sri Lankan national who
was inspired by the 

Islamic State group and
was well known to the nation’s
security agencies.
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The center-right Union bloc’s
candidate to succeed Angela

Merkel as chancellor in this
month’s German election
announced the naming of eight
experts on Friday to advise him
on how to tackle issues such as
climate change and education, as
he struggles to reverse a sustained
downward trend in the polls.

A survey released by pub-
lic broadcaster ARD showed
the Union bloc receiving 20 per
cent of the vote compared to 25
per cent support for the center-
left Social Democrats. 

The poll of 1,337 eligible
voters conducted August 30-
September 1 had a margin of
error of 2-3 percentage points.

The Union bloc’s candidate
for the chancellorship, Armin
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Laschet, has received particu-
larly unfavourable reviews after
a series of slips on the cam-
paign trail in recent months.

Speaking at the Berlin
headquarters of his Christian
Democratic Union party,
Laschet said he wants his new
team to reflect the Christian-
social, liberal and conservative
wings of the party.

Several of the experts are
familiar faces, including former
rival Friedrich Merz, who was
tapped to advise Laschet on
finance and business matters.

Others, like extremism
researcher Peter R. Neumann,
have not previously figured
prominently in the party.

Warsaw: Polish Prime Minister
Mateusz Morawiecki said on
Friday that nobody has the
right to lecture his country on
democracy, after the European
Union said talks were still ongo-
ing over the payment of billions
of euros to bloc member Poland.

“Nobody will teach us what
democracy and rule of law are
because Poland has a very long
and noble history of fighting
against all kinds of totalitari-
anism and despots,”
Morawiecki said on Facebook.

“We fought for the rule of
law and democracy during the
terrible years of communism,
but we have a much longer
longer tradition of democracy
and we do not want to be
instructed by anyone in
Western Europe about what
democracy is, what the rule of
law is,” the PM added. AP
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“Economy is booming in the
country after the second

Covid wave”, said the Supreme
Court on Friday as it refused to
entertain a batch of pleas seek-
ing contempt action against
Governor of Reserve Bank of
India and senior officials of
other banks for declaring the
loan accounts as Non-
Performing Assets (NPA).

The top court said that
contempt is between court and
contemnor and it is not
inclined to initiate contempt
action against senior officials of
banks.

“In our considered view, we
are not inclined to exercise our
contempt jurisdiction, since it
is not in the interest of justice,”
said a bench of Justices DY
Chandrachud, Vikram Nath
and Hima Kohli.The bench
said that petitioners are at lib-
erty to seek remedy under the
e Securitisation and
Reconstruction of Financial
Assets and Enforcement of
Security Interest Act (SAR-
FAESI Act), 2002.
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Digital infrastructure indus-
try body Dipa, erstwhile

Taipa, on Friday expressed dis-
appointment over non-imple-
mentation of Trai’s recom-
mendations since 2015 to
enhance the scope of infra-
structure providers.Telecom
Regulatory Authority of India
(Trai) has again recommended
to Department of Telecom  on
August 31 that its recommen-
dations dated March 13, 2020
to enhance the scope of infra-
structure providers should be
decided by the department
and the matter should be
finalised within three months.

“We thank the Authority
(Trai) for once again underlin-
ing the need for ‘Enhancement
of Scope of IP-1’ and this time
prescribing timelines also for its
implementation i.E within 3
months as the same is pending
despite numerous follow-ups
with DoT,” Dipa Director
General TR Dua said in a
statement.

Infrastructure Providers

(IP-1) provide infrastructure
assets such as dark fibre, right
of way, duct space and tower on
lease, rent-out or sale basis to
telecom operators on mutual-
ly agreed terms and conditions.

Trai has recommended
that the registered IP-1 com-
panies be allowed to own,
establish, maintain, and work
all such infrastructure items,
equipment, and systems which
are required for establishing
Wireline Access Network,
Radio Access Network, and
Transmission Links.

The regulator also sug-
gested that the scope of IP-1
registration should include,
but not limited to, right of way,
duct space, optical fiber, tower,
feeder cable, antenna, base sta-
tion, in-building solution (IBS),
distributed antenna system
(DAS) etc within any part of
India.Dua said that once the
recommendations are imple-
mented, it will go a long way in
not only addressing the capex
and opex requirements but
also improving the financial
health of the sector.
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Four more States — Madhya
Pradesh, Jharkhand,

Uttarakhand and Kerala —
have decided to supply fortified
rice through Integrated Child
Development Services and
Mid-Day Meal scheme on a
pilot basis, Food Secretary
Sudhanshu Pandey said on
Friday. 

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, in his speech on the
country’s 75th Independence
Day on August 15, had
announced that the fortified
rice will be made available
under every government pro-
gramme by the year 2024.

Currently, out of the 15
states identified for the ‘Central
scheme on fortified rice and its

distribution via public distrib-
ution system (PDS)’, seven are
implementing it in one district
each on a pilot basis.

“From this month, four
more states have joined for
pilot implementation. 

They will implement in
one district each,” Pandey told
reporters.

At present, about 7.59 lakh
tonnes of fortified rice pro-
cured by the state-run Food
Corporation of India (FCI) is
available for distribution
through Integrated Child
Development Services and
Mid-Day Meal scheme, he said.

Efforts are being made to
boost the capacity of fortified
rice kernels (FRK) of rice
millers from present 60,000
tonnes. 
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The country’s foreign
exchange reserves soared

by USD 16.663 billion to touch
a lifetime high of USD 633.558
billion in the week ended
August 27, mainly due to an
increase in Special Drawing
Rights (SDR) holdings, RBI
data showed. 

On Wednesday, RBI had
said the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) made an
allocation of SDR 12.57 billion
(equivalent to around USD
17.86 billion at the latest
exchange rate) to India on
August 23, 2021.  

SDR holdings are part of
the foreign exchange reserves
of a country. IMF makes the
general SDR allocation to its
members in proportion to their
existing quotas in the Fund. 

In the reporting week
ended August 27, 2021, the
country’s SDR holdings rose by
USD 17.866 billion to USD
19.407 billion, as per weekly

data released by the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) on Friday. 

India’s forex kitty had
declined by USD 2.47 billion to
USD 616.895 billion in the pre-
vious week ended August 20,
2021. 

Foreign currency assets
(FCAs), a major component of
the overall reserves, dipped by
USD 1.409 billion to USD
571.6 billion in the reporting
week, the data showed. 

Expressed in dollar terms,

the foreign currency assets
include the effect of apprecia-
tion or depreciation of non-US
units like the euro, pound and
yen held in the foreign
exchange reserves. 

Gold reserves were up by
USD 192 million to USD
37.441 billion. 

The country’s reserve posi-
tion with the IMF rose by
USD 14 million to USD 5.11
billion in the reporting week,
the data showed.

�����  / ���

Economists at the country’s
largest lender SBI believe

that labour market activity will
improve in FY22, saying com-
panies are continuing with
their hiring plans as the pan-
demic wanes.

They pointed to payroll
data from Employees Provident
Fund Organisation and New
Pension Scheme, showing an
uptick in new additions to
support their optimistic view.

“We expect labour market
activity to remain better in the
current fiscal as companies
will continue with their hiring
plans to get ahead of the pan-
demic,” its chief economist
Soumya Kanti Ghosh said in a
note.

The expectation comes at
a time when concerns are being
raised about joblessness and the
dip in labour participation in
the economy coming back to
normalcy after the second wave
of the pandemic. As per an esti-
mate by the Centre for
Monitoring Indian Economy,
15 lakh Indians, including 13
lakh in rural areas alone, lost
their jobs in August alone. 
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The Indian rupee settled
with a marginal gain of 4

paise at 73.02 against the US
dollar on Friday, even as the
domestic equities continued
their record-setting spree.

At the interbank forex mar-
ket, the local unit opened at
73.05 against the greenback
and witnessed an intra-day
high of 73.01 and a low of
73.15.  It finally ended at 73.02
against the American curren-
cy, registering a gain of just 4
paise over its previous close.On
a weekly basis, the local cur-
rency has appreciated by 67
paise against the US dollar.
According to HDFC Securities’
Dilip Parmar,  spot USD/INR
facing resistance around 73.15
and holding support at 72.90.
“Expectations of dollar inflows
from many corporates’ fund
raising also weighed on the
pair. In near term, spot USD-
INR is expected to consolidate
before heading towards 72.
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The BSE Sensex scaled the
58,000-mark for the first

time on Friday, buoyed by a
rally in market heavyweight
Reliance Industries as investors
remained in risk-on mode
amid positive macroeconomic
data and sustained foreign
fund inflows. 

Rising for the second
straight day, the 30-share
benchmark climbed 277.41
points or 0.48 per cent to its
lifetime closing high of
58,129.95. 

It touched an intra-day
record of 58,194.79.  

The Sensex has taken just
3 sessions to go from the
57,000-level to 58,000. The
index closed at fresh all-time
highs in five of the previous six
sessions. 

Similarly, Nifty advanced
89.45 points or 0.52 per cent to
its all-time closing peak of
17,323.60. During the session,
it touched a record of

17,340.10. 
It was a scintillating week

for the benchmarks, with the
Sensex rallying 2,005.23 points
or 3.57 per cent, while the Nifty
surged 618.40 points or 3.70
per cent. 

Reliance Industries was
the top gainer in the Sensex
pack on Friday, darting up
4.12 per cent after its chair-
man Mukesh Ambani out-
lined an ambitious green ener-
gy roadmap, including a ‘1-1-
1 vision’ to bring down the
cost of hydrogen to under
USD 1 per 1 kg in 1 decade. 

Titan, Tata Steel, Bajaj
Auto, Maruti, Dr Reddy’s and
Asian Paints were the other
prominent winners, spurting
up to 2.59 per cent. 

Maruti Suzuki closed 1.06
per cent higher even as the
country’s largest carmaker
announced a recall of 1,81,754
units of various models to
replace faulty motor generator
units. 

New Delhi:Internet major
Google on Friday said it firm-
ly sees itself as a partner to the
existing financial ecosystem in
India and that instances of
partnerships being described as
Google Pay’s offerings fuel
misinterpretation.

While the company did
not elaborate of any specific
instances, the latest assertion
comes against the backdrop of
reports that suggested Google
Pay has launched fixed deposit
offerings in partnership with a
bank. The company empha-
sised that in every geography
where Google Pay is present, its
stance is consistently one of
partnering with the existing
financial services and banking
systems to help scale and
enable frictionless delivery of
financial products and ser-
vices and contribute to the
goal of financial inclusion.In a
blogpost, Google India said
there have been a few instances
where these offerings have
been reported as ‘Google Pay’s
offerings’ which “fuels misin-
terpretation”. PTI
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Nearly 80 per cent of
prospective home buyers

prefer to purchase properties
that are ready-to-move-in or
nearing completion, while only
around 20 per cent of cus-
tomers want to buy newly
launched flats, according to a
survey conducted by CII and
Anarock.  

After pricing, the survey
suggests that developer credi-
bility, project design and loca-
tion are the most important
attributes while selecting a
home.

Industry body CII and
property consultant Anarock
conducted an online survey
during January-June this year
with a sample size of 4,965 par-
ticipants. 

As per the survey findings,
ready-to-move-in (completed)
property continues to be the
most preferred among the
prospective buyers with 32 per
cent in favour.

Around 24 per cent of
respondents are willing to buy
properties that will be ready
within six months, while 23 per
cent will not mind buying
properties to be ready within a
year. 

Only 21 per cent are now

willing to purchase a newly
launched property.

CII and Anarock said the
Covid pandemic has altered
homebuyers preferences sig-
nificantly, with the second
wave being a significant change
catalyst. 

“For the first time, afford-
able housing is the lowest pri-
ority, with more than 34 per
cent respondent home seekers
focused on properties priced
between �90 lakh to �2.5
crore,” Anarock said in a state-
ment.

The survey shows that 35
per cent of respondents
favoured properties priced
between � 45-90 lakh, just 27
per cent of respondents voted
for affordable housing (priced
below � 45 lakh). 

In the previous H2 2020
survey, about 36 per cent of
respondent property seekers
eyed budget housing.

While attractive pricing
continues to rule the roost of
must-haves, established devel-
oper credibility is the second-
highest priority for 77 per cent
of the surveyed buyers. 

Mumbai:Indiabulls Housing
Finance on Friday said it is tar-
geting to raise up to �1,000
crore through public non-con-
vertible debenture (NCD) issue
next week, the first such offer-
ing in three years.The city-
headquartered company, which
had a difficult time following
the IL&FS crisis in the non-
banking financial company
(NBFC) sector, is planning to
raise money from both secure
and unsecured debt, and the
base issue size is �200 crore
with an option to retain anoth-
er �800 crore of subscrip-
tions.The public issue is of
secured/and or unsecured,
redeemable, non-convertible
debentures of face value of
�1,000 each, Indiabulls
Housing said in a statement. 
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Anurag Basu, director, screen-
writer, actor and producer,
began his career in direction

with the television serial Tara in
1996, followed by a line of popu-
lar shows like Saturday Suspense,
Koshish.. Ek Aasha, Miit, and so on.
He also directed Stories by
Rabindranath Tagore which recent-
ly hit Netflix. Soon, he glided to
feature films and the showbiz
industry saw some of the greatest
cinema, encompassing Kucch Toh
Hai, Murder, Gangster, Life In A...
Metro, Kites, and the critically
acclaimed Barfi!. 

However, what we wanted to
know more about was his recent
success story - Ludo, a dark com-
edy anthology that features inter-
twined stories of brilliant actors like
Abhishek Bachchan, Aditya Roy
Kapur, Rajkummar Rao, Sanya
Malhotra, Rohit Saraf, Fatima Sana
Shaikh, among others. The film-
maker garnered the award for the
best director for the same, at
Indian Film Festival of Melbourne
(IFFM), 2021. Talking about IFFM,
Basu expressed, “It was a great fes-
tival. All my friends were present
and it was a great get-together.
Melbourne had given a platform to
not just Hindi cinema but all
Indian cinema, from Assam to
Bengal. They’ve been doing an
amazing job since 2012.” 

� Firstly, many congratulations
on winning the best director for
Ludo!

I would like to know your
conjectures about using O Beta Ji
in the film. Does it ironically
reflect the life of Bhagwan Dada?

The song, I believe, is also a
perfect summation of the year
2020. What are your thoughts on
that?

Thank you. And that’s an inter-
esting perception. I’m glad it fits in
well with the current situation.
When we initially thought of the
song, I never realised it would take
off like it did. It came as a surprise
to us as to how much the audience
appreciated the irony. You have
certain thoughts stored in the
hard-drive of your brain, and
sometimes it randomly strikes
you. I was lucky that O Beta Ji
came to me then. As a child, I
would listen to the cassette of
Albela repeatedly and sometimes,
things don’t come to you at the
right time. I’m glad it did. But yes,
I had never anticipated it would
become so iconic.

� From passionate movies like
Life in a... Metro, Murder and

Gangster to sweet comedies like
Barfi! to a crime film like Ludo...
You’ve experimented with vast
genres. How has the journey
been?

A) It has been great, yaar. I’m
happy I have made these kinds of
films incorporating different gen-
res, different kinds and styles. I
hope I keep doing that as long as
I can. Although, in hindsight I feel
I don’t have my own voice and style
which is why I keep changing
styles. I’m still looking for my
voice, I think.

� So, do you feel this change is
due to your personal life changes

projecting onto what you are
creating?

Of course, the personal life you
lead also reflects onto what
thoughts are being created from
the mind. But I also think I make
a very conscious effort to not
repeat styles. I constantly have the
question ‘what next?’ hovering
over me. It’s the first thing I want
to answer when I’m writing a
script. I should enjoy doing a
movie, the uniqueness of the sub-
ject is what allows that. Perhaps,
that is the second reason.

�Do you think dark comedies, so
much appreciated by the current

generation, reflect the existential
crisis, and perhaps, our privileged
discomforts?

A) That is dark and funny. Yes,
I do not know how, otherwise,
things would transpire. It is what
we are feeling universally. Covid
happened and we suffered the
consequences together. 

� You like a twist in the tale,
beginning with Tara. That’s some-
thing we find in Ludo, too. Is it a
format you enjoy?

Yeah, I think you’re right. It’s a
fashion in OTT shows, too. Every
episode ends on a cliffhanger. We
don’t need cliffhangers as much in

films because you know the audi-
ence will not leave in between. In
OTTs, they want to watch the next
episode. So, this can be seen more
in television that films.

� Talk to us about the end of the
star system, and rise of actors like
Pankaj Tripathi, and rise of pop-
ularity of OTT platforms. 

OTT has given rise to new
actors, too, who otherwise would
have taken four-five years to find
the right platform and get known
but these platforms have given
them the opportunity.

However, I do not think the
star system is going to fade. This is
very temporary. People are still
waiting for theatres to open and
clap in the cinema halls on seeing
their favourite actors. I believe both
things will co-exist. It’s the new 70s
era. I’m making this comparison
because then Hrishikesh
Mukherjee, and Basu Chatterjee
were making cinema, Amol Palekar
was acting and Amitabh Bachan
was also a star. Shyam Benegal was
also making Manthan. All different
cinemas were blooming together. I
think that that golden era is back
again.

�What will be the future of OTT
platforms once the covid situation
eases up? is OTT here to stay?

It is going to grow, yes. It is
here to stay, too. But since OTT is
also ruled by data, like television,
it might not remain so pure. When
the creators have free hands to
produce something, they keep
creating content. But I believe,
when theatres will open, theatres
will strive, too. So, this debate of
theatres v/s OTT is redundant.
With OTTs, diversification has
taken place. The audience is
becoming more cinema-literate.
There are viewers for all kind of
stories right now, which has given
a lot of freedom to us filmmakers,
too, on trying our hands at vari-
ous subjects.

� What is something you expect
from the actors who work with
you? And subsequently the audi-
ence that receives your films?

I expect only one thing from
my actors and that is trust.
Perhaps, friendship will be an
added bonus. From my audience,
I only expect them to pick and
choose right. They shouldn’t be
surprised on finding a lot of songs
in a film that belongs to the cate-
gory of musicals. They should
watch the movie of genres they
enjoy.

Even as the pandemic continues
to cast its shadow of stress, Zee

TV is attempting to lighten up the
country's collective mood by offer-
ing its viewers an escape from all
the stress via the route of rib-tick-
ling comedy through its reality
show, Zee Comedy Show. While
the show has helped every Indian
family unwind on their couch with
some of India's top comedians
making them LOL their stress
away, this weekend, we will see the
popular Bollywood actress
Bhagyashree entertain us with
her interesting revelations as the
actress appears as a special guest
during this Sunday’s episode. Her
charming personality and her
beautiful aura is set to mesmerise
the audience while all the ten
comedians come together as team
Hasaayenge and make each one of
us laugh out loud.

While the hilarious acts put up
by all the comedians coupled
with the witty reactions of Farah
Khan surely left everyone in splits,
it was Khan’s candid confession
that caught everyone’s attention.
After Sugandha Mishra Bhosle, Dr
Sanket Bhosale and Siddharth
Sagar’s hilarious Maine Pyaar
Kiya act, Farah revealed how she
had tried to help Salman Khan
during the audition of Maine
Pyaar Kya. However, after seeing
how it was going, she bailed out
mid-way and went on to believe
that Salman would never get the
part in the film. But, fate had its
own plan!

As Farah revealed, “Salman
and I are childhood friends, so
when he had to audition for
Maine Pyaar Kiya, he took me to
help him learn some dance moves
before his screen test. In fact, he

took me to Sooraj Barjatya’s office
and I tried teaching him for four
hours, but I ran away midway
through it because he was danc-
ing so badly. I thought he will
never get the movie, and everyone
will doubt my ability after seeing
him. But a week or two later, I
came to know that he got the film
and I laughed back then, but the
movie went on to be such a block-
buster. They (Salman and
Bhagyashree) were so good in the
film, and I must say that the direc-
tor always makes the correct deci-
sion. Sometimes, you need to see
things from the eyes of a director
and while both Salman and
Bhagyashree were great, we must
give credit to Sooraj Barjatya too.” 

Apart from Farah, Bhagyashree
will also be seen making some
interesting revelations about Maine
Pyaar Kiya, Salman and much
more. The comic acts by all the
artistes during this weekend’s
episode is all set to make your week-
end a happy one. 

(To have a hearty laugh and
drive away your stress, tune in

to Zee Comedy Show this
Saturday and Sunday at 10 PM

on Zee TV.)

Spotify’s brand new original pod-
cast, Virus 2062, voiced by

Bollywood actors and couple, Richa
Chadha and Ali Fazal is now avail-
able to stream and download for free
on the platform. The audio thriller,
a 10-episode, single season affair, is
centred around ‘Patient 63’, voiced by
Fazal, who tells Dr Gayatri Rajput,
voiced by Chadha, at a psychiatric
facility, that he’s time traveled from
the past to prevent a pandemic.

The podcast is an adaptation of
Caso 63, a Spotify Original from
Chile. After transfixing listeners
with its science fiction and thriller
storytelling in Chile and Brazil, the
time traveling show has gone the
geographical distance with its release
in India. It has been produced local-
ly by MnM Talkies, the audio wing
of the production house,
MantraMugdh Productions, which
produced podcasts such as Bhaskar
Bose, I Hear You and Darr Ka Raaz
with Dr Phobia. Virus 2062 is the first
podcast on Spotify India which will
be led by voices from Bollywood,
bringing together Chadha and Fazal
as protagonists. 

Actor/RJ Mantra, owner of
MantraMugdh Productions,
expressed gleefully, “Virus 2062 is
hands down the strongest piece of
content that has come my way. I can
guarantee that people will be sucked
into this because there is a voyeuris-
tic pleasure that one may derive from
listening to their conversations. I can
attest to this because I had mixed the

show, however, I am sure the listen-
ers will agree.”

According to Unni
Nambudripad, the executive produc-
er of podcasts at Spotify India,
“Spotify is where audio story-
telling is. The podcast
will keep listeners on
the edge of their seat.
We are releasing all
episodes together so
that it’s a complete audio
thriller experience that
can be binge-listened to.
It’s also been such a privi-
lege to work with Chadha
and Fazal for this podcast
given their background in
theatre and the creative process
they brought while recording
the podcast.” 

He further shared that the rea-
son they chose Fazal and Chadha
was because of their chemistry,
and the quality they individually
endorse. Mantra pitched in, “We
have seen how on the mic their
chemistry helped the development of
the characters and after witnessing

some improvised
moments, we knew we

had made the right choice in
roping in the couple.”

One may think that since a pod-
cast is a new medium, film or tele-
vision actors may take their time in
getting used to the proceedings,
however, Chadha doesn’t really
agree. She feels that there is a lot
more to this than what meets the
eye.

“When we train for theatre,
we are taught to express our-
selves with our voices and
bodies. I was glad I was pay-
ing attention back then
because it came handy for
Virus 2062. Recording a
podcast is very different
from dubbing for
shows. It requires the
right voice modula-
tion and practice to
keep listeners

engaged throughout,
because even your expressions are

reflected in the narration. Since
Virus 2062 is a fictional thriller, I had
the opportunity to explore a new
form of storytelling and it was an
insightful experience for me to work
with Spotify and Mantra. I have

always tried to do unconventional
roles in theatre, film, and now on
audio, and hope my fans like this
new experiment I’ve done”, shared
Chadha.

Speaking about his experience
and creative process while record-
ing for the show, Fazal said, “Making
a shift from onscreen to audio has
definitely been a fun ride. It was a
very intimate experience, playing
with just our voices. The beauty is
that we are banking on people’s
imaginations. As an actor, I am
always looking for ways to expand
my creative abilities. While I recall
working on a radio play for BBC a
long time back, Virus 2062 has
broadened my horizons and I am
sure that listeners will be hooked
right from the word go.”

The original story of Caso 63
was written by Julio Rojas, and is set
in the year 2022, when psychiatrist
Elisa Aldunate begins a series of
therapy sessions with ‘patient 63.’ As
the sessions progress, time, space,
and reality begin to blur, playing
with listeners’ minds. Drama builds
over the course of 10 episodes,
delivering thought-provoking mys-
tery for listeners.

The team remarked that while
Virus 2062 is based on Caso 63, it
contains many elements which have
been incorporated specifically to
cater to the Hindi audience. What
are you waiting for, go ahead and
stream/download the episodes right
away on Spotify!
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Oneof the nicest
things about visit-
ing San Francisco
is that, although
the city is ‘big’ in

terms of attractions and
amenities, it is geographically
small — only 49 square miles.
That makes it very easy to see
and do a great many things in
a short period of time.

Here is a suggested list of
the top 28 things not to miss
in the city, according to the
San Francisco Travel
Association:

Walk Over the Golden
Gate Bridge: The Golden Gate
Bridge, the most famous bridge
in the world, manages to
impress even the most experi-
enced travellers with its stun-
ning 1.7-mile span.
Approximately 1,20,000 auto-
mobiles drive across it every
day. A pedestrian walkway
also allows crossing on foot,
and bikes are allowed on the
western side. The Golden Gate
Bridge is said to be one of the
most photographed things on
Earth, so get ready with your
camera to shoot. #AlwaysSF.

Ride a Cable Car: Cable
cars have been transporting
people around the city since
the late 19th century. The cars
run on tracks and are moved
by an underground cable along
three routes. Their familiar
bells can be heard ringing
from blocks away. Tickets ($8
or `580 approx) may be pur-
chased at the cable car turn-
arounds at the ends of each
route. Each one-way ride pro-
vides spectacular views of the
city’s celebrated hills, as well as
an exhilarating ride. Please
note: San Francisco’s cable cars
are currently out of service.

Visit the Rock: Alcatraz,
the notorious former prison, is
located on an island of the
same name in the middle of
San Francisco Bay. Some of the
United States’ most notorious
criminals were incarcerated
there. Though several tried, no
inmate ever made a successful
escape from ‘The Rock’. The

prison was closed in the 1960s
and stories about Alcatraz are
legendary. A visit today is fas-
cinating. Recorded cell-house
tours are available which allow
visitors to learn about the
prison as they explore the
buildings and grounds. To
reach the island, take an
Alcatraz Cruises ferry from
Pier 33.

See the Sea Lions:
Fisherman’s Wharf is also
home to PIER 39, a festive
waterfront marketplace, that is
one of the city’s most popular
attractions. A community of
California sea lions has taken
up residence on the docks in
the PIER 39 Marina and visi-
tors line the nearby railing to
watch their antics. From there,
it’s a short walk to area attrac-
tions such as the San Francisco
Dungeon and Madame
Tussauds, the Museum of 3D
Illusions, the Cartoon Art
Museum, Ripley’s Believe it or
Not! Museum, the historic
Boudin Bakery and multiple
food options, including crab
vendors selling walk-away crab
and shrimp cocktails.

Have a Picnic in a Park:
Dolores Park is the perfect
place to enjoy sunny after-
noons. With nearly 16 acres of
grassy areas, you can play,
lounge and people-watch, all
with a gorgeous view of the
city. The Presidio is another
San Francisco favourite. There
are several places within its
more than two square miles to
lay down a blanket and enjoy
a meal. You can also picnic in
the iconic Golden Gate Park,
where you’ll find scenic spots
at the Conservatory of Flowers
and outside the California
Academy of Sciences.

Go to an Outdoor
Festival: Outdoor festivals
have been a popular activity for
people of all ages in the city.
The Yerba Buena Gardens
Festival from May to October
has hosting dining, shopping
and cultural activities for the
whole family. The Stern Grove
Festival, a tradition since 1938,
is a free outdoor music festival

that has welcomed performers
like The Doobie Brothers,
Talib Kweli and others. Visit
Golden Gate Park for the
Hardly Strictly Bluegrass music
festival, which happens every
October. Please note: Most
major outdoor festivals have
been postponed, cancelled, or
turned into virtual events in
the light of public health
requirements.

Go on a Walking Tour:
The best way to see and expe-
rience the place is on foot.
Wild SF Walking Tours offers
a food crawl, a tour of the
Castro & Mission District and
a Haunted San Francisco
Ghost Tour. Go Behind the
Scenes at Oracle Park, the
home of San Francisco Giants.
You’ll have access to the play-
er’s dugout, luxury suites and
more. There are walking tours
for foodies, too. Local Tastes of
the City Tours lets you learn
about the food history and cul-
ture in neighbourhoods such
as North Beach, Chinatown
and others. During the stops
along the way, one can taste all
the unique foods originating
from different cultures.

See a Show: From rock
and pop to hip hop and jazz,
San Francisco is a hub for
every music genre. Venues
like The Fillmore, The
Warfield Theatre, and The
Masonic are some of the city’s
most legendary music halls,
welcoming musicians from all
over the world. Past musical
acts at these historic venues
include MGMT, Jimi Hendrix,
Prince, and many more.
SFJAZZ Center hosts concerts
as well as classes and work-
shops designed for aspiring
musicians. Please note: Indoor
performances are not permit-
ted under current public health

guidelines.
Experience Illuminate SF:

Want to know what’s glowing
in San Francisco? Illuminate
SF is an ongoing festival of
light art that showcases over 30
installations scattered through-
out 17 neighborhoods of San
Francisco. Admire light art
on buildings, sidewalks, restau-
rants, cars and more.

Visit the Historic
Presidio: A former military
base is now a national park and
a National Historic Landmark
District, widely known for its
natural beauty, art and culture
and more. If you’re visiting
with kids, don’t pass on a visit
to The Walt Disney Family
Museum, which is full of inter-
active exhibits and Disney
artifacts.

Explore Haight-Ashbury:
Known as the centre of San
Francisco’s hippie countercul-
ture, the Haight-Ashbury dis-
trict is a haven for vintage finds
and 1960s nostalgia. You can
walk in the footsteps of Janis
Joplin and the Grateful Dead 

on a Flower Power Walking
Tour while learning about how
music shaped the vibrant his-
tory of the Haight.

Explore the Mission:
Founded in 1776, the Mission
is the city’s oldest neighbor-
hood, with some of its newest
restaurants and art galleries.
Popular food joints and
Dolores Park are among the
most popular attractions.
However, many visitors come
here to admire the murals
that adorn the walls of build-
ings.

Sights on a Bike:
Although driving around San
Francisco is not encouraged,
biking surely is. It’s an easy way
to get to different attractions
that are close to one another.
The best part is, you won’t
need to worry about parking.
You can also bundle bike tours
with attraction passes to make
exploring the city even easier.

Locally Made Gifts: If
you’re looking for goodies that
are exclusively made in San
Francisco, there are many local

places to shop from. SFMade
proudly works with other
manufacturers that produce
locally-made products, from
clothing to coffee blends. At
the Ferry Building
Marketplace, you’ll find good-
ies from local merchants,
sourcing from our neighbour-
ing cities like Sausalito and
Guerneville. Take home
unique finds while supporting
San Francisco small business-
es.

Meet the LGBTQ
Community : Since San
Francisco is widely known for
its diversity, it is no surprise
that the Castro is a popular
spot to explore. Its vibrant
and lively atmosphere makes it
a great destination. If you’re
here in October, be sure to
check out the annual Castro
Street Fair.

Sip at a local brewery or
winery: You’ll want to be in
town for annual events like SF
Beer Week. You don’t need to
go to the wine country to
enjoy a glass of wine as San
Francisco has a handful of
local wineries, including
TANK18, The Press Club and
many others.

Have Brunch: The city is
widely known for its popular
brunch spots. Places like
Mama’s on Washington Square
(1701 Stockton St) have been
serving their famous fluffy
omelettes and homemade jams
for over 50 years.

See Wildlife: Take a nice
boat ride around Stow Lake,
where you can spot birds of
different species and turtles
along the way. Attractions like
the San Francisco Zoo &
Gardens and Aquarium of the
Bay are perfect for families
with kids who are eager to see
and interact with wildlife.

Marvel at Scenic Beauty:
Discover San Francisco’s beau-
ty on the 49-mile scenic drive,
which begins at City Hall and
guides you to a number of

popular his-
toric and
iconic land-
marks. If
you’re up for
a hike, the
Presidio has
several art trails
that are worth the
stunning views.
Urban Hiker SF offers
itineraries for group hikes
through popular urban desti-
nations like the Castro, Twin
Peaks, Coit Tower, and many
more.

Learn About the History:
There are many museums ded-
icated to the rich history of the
city. The Wells Fargo History
Museum invites visitors to use
vintage bank machines, send
telegraphs, and even ride in a
replica stagecoach. If you want
to learn about the city’s tran-
sit history, the San Francisco
Railway Museum and the
Cable Car Museum give visi-
tors a chance to see and learn
about the first streetcars here.
Learn about California’s rich-
ly diverse past at the California
Historical Society.

Water View: Want a dif-
ferent perspective of San
Francisco? Kayak in the bay to
get amazing views of the
Golden Gate Bridge and the
city skyline, have a romantic
dinner on a Hornblower cruise
or take a ferry to visit Alcatraz.

Visit Famous Film and
TV Locations: If you’re a
movie buff, these locations
should feature on your itiner-
ary. The Rock (1996), starring
Sean Connery and Nicholas
Cage,  featured shots of
Alcatraz, The Fairmont, and
the Palace of Fine Arts.
Vertigo (1958), by Alfred
Hitchcock, shot scenes at the
Presidio and Fort Point,
where Madeleine famously
jumps into the bay. The
Painted Ladies at Alamo
Square is also a very familiar
location for Full House fans.

Shop at Union Square:
Major department stores and
the most exclusive designer
boutiques line the streets of
Union Square. The Westfield
San Francisco Shopping
Centre houses the largest
Bloomingdale’s outside New
York and the second-largest
Nordstrom in the U S.

Explore North Beach:
North Beach, the city’s Italian
quarter, isn’t a beach at all. It’s
a neighbourhood of romantic
European-style sidewalk
cafes, restaurants and shops
centred near Washington
Square along Columbus and
Grant avenues. The Church of
Saints Peter and Paul is a
landmark. Coit Tower, atop
Telegraph Hill, offers a van-

tage point
for photos
of  the
bridges and
the Bay.
Inside the

tower, floor-
t o - c e i l i n g

murals painted
in the 1930s

depict scenes of early
San Francisco.

Explore Chinatown: The
entrance to Chinatown at
Grant Avenue and Bush Street
is called the ‘Dragon’s Gate’.
The 24 blocks of this city
within a city are best explored
on foot.  Exotic shops,
renowned restaurants, food
markets, temples and small
museums are all found with-
in its boundaries. Visitors
can buy ancient potions from
herb shops, relax and enjoy a
dim sum lunch or witness the
making of fortune cookies.

Dine at World-Class
Restaurants: Known as one
of America’s best restaurant
cities, San Francisco chefs
excel at combining the fresh-
est local ingredients, authen-
tic international flavours and
a touch of creative genius.
Choose your cuisine: Chinese,
Japanese, French, Italian,
Spanish, Moroccan, Indian,
Malaysian, Mexican, Greek,
Russian or ‘fusion’, a combi-
nation of any or all of these
influences and you have
options galore.

C elebrate Nightlife:
Nightlife in the city is a con-
stantly changing scene. From
cocktails in Union Square, to
the club scene in SoMa, there
are neighbourhoods to expe-
rience all types of nightlife.
For a different spin, several
museums host 21 and up
events that invite visitors to
sip and see special exhibits.

Get Cultured: A visit to
any city is incomplete without
a cultural experience. The
city is home to an internation-
ally-recognised symphony,
opera and ballet companies.
Many playwrights introduce
their works in San Francisco
and avant-garde theatre and
dance companies dot the city.
The San Francisco Museum of
Modern Art, the Asian Art
Museum, the de Young
Museum, the Legion of
Honour, the Contemporary
Jewish Museum, other institu-
tions and galleries are devot-
ed to the finest of classical and
contemporary arts. The city is
also home to the California
Academy of Sciences, the only
place on the planet with an
aquarium, a planetarium, a
natural history museum and
a four-story rainforest all
under one roof.
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World No 1 Novak Djokovic
moved five matches from

completing the first men’s singles
calendar-year Grand Slam in 52
years while Tokyo Olympic
champion Alexander Zverev
and top-ranked Ashleigh
Barty also rolled into the
third round of the US
Open on Friday.

The 34-year-old
Serbian cruised past 121st-
ranked Dutchman Tallon
Griekspoor 6-2, 6-3, 6-2 at
Arthur Ashe Stadium to
book a third-round date
with 2014 US Open run-
ner-up Kei Nishikori.

The Japanese made
himself an obstacle in
Djokovic’s path to history
by outlasting American
Mackenzie McDonald 7-6 (7/3),
6-3, 6-7 (5/7), 2-6, 6-3, avenging
a loss in last month’s Washington
semi-finals.

Djokovic has a 17-2 career
record against Nishikori, who
last beat the Serbian star in the
2014 US Open semi-finals. Since

then, Djokovic has won 16 in a
row, most recently in the Tokyo
Olympic quarter-finals.

Remnants of Hurricane Ida
killed at least eight people and
triggered a rare state of emer-
gency for the city, flooding sub-

ways and turning
roads into rivers.
With abandoned
cars scattered across
streets near the
National Tennis
Center and many
highways shut down,
only a smattering of
spectators watched
in a cavernous

Arthur Ashe Stadium
as Barty dispatched
Danish 18-year-old
Clara Tauson 6-1, 7-5.

Barty send a back-
hand long to surrender

a break in the 10th game
of the second set while serv-
ing for the match but held

her nerve, broke back and
held again to win in 90
minutes.

Reigning Wimbledon
champion Barty, seeking her

third Grand Slam title, next plays
American Shelby Rogers as she
chases a sixth trophy of the year
and first US Open quarter-
finals spot.

German fourth seed Zverev
downed 33rd-ranked Spanish
left-hander Albert Ramos-
Vinolas 6-1, 6-0, 6-3. Zverev, last
year’s US Open runner-up and
a champion two weeks ago at
Cincinnati, took only 74 minutes
to advance.

German Oscar Otte, ranked
144th, became the fifth men’s
qualifier to reach the third
round by defeating 92nd-ranked
American Denis Kudla 6-4, 6-4,
6-2. There haven’t been so many
qualifiers so deep at any Slam
since six at the 2011 French
Open and not at the US Open
since five made it in 1984.
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New Delhi: Table tennis star
Manika Batra has alleged that
national coach Soumyadeep
Roy asked her to throw a match
during the Olympic qualifiers in
March and that was the main
reason she refused his help in the
singles competition of the Tokyo
Games.

Responding to Table Tennis
Federation of India’s show cause
notice, Manika strongly denied
that she brought disrepute to the
game by refusing Roy’s help.

According to TTFI sources,
the world number 56 stated she
would not have been able to
focus on her match if someone
who asked to her indulge in
match-fixing months earlier was
sitting by her side.

“Besides the need to avoid
disturbance due to his last
minute intervention, there was
an additional and much more
serious reason behind my pref-
erence to play without the
national coach,” the Khel Ratna
awardee alleged in her response
to TTFI secretary Arun
Banerjee.

“The national coach had

pressurised me during the qual-
ification tournament in Doha in
March 2021 to concede my
match to his student to enable
her to qualify for Olympics — in
short — to indulge in match-fix-
ing,” she said.

Despite repeated attempts,
Roy was not available for a
response. The player-turned
coach has also not been asked to
join the ongoing national camp
and has been told by TTFI to
present his side of the story. “The
allegations are against Roy. Let
him respond and then we will
decide future course of action,”
said Banerjee when asked about
Manika’s response to the show-
cause notice. 

Roy is a former CWG Gold-
medallist in the team event and
also an Arjuna awardee.

Both Manika and Sutirtha
Mukherjee, who train in Roy’s
academy, ended up qualifying
for the Tokyo Olympics. Manika
qualified on her higher world
ranking after losing to Sutirtha,
who secured the Olympic quota
from the event held in Doha.

“I have evidence of this

incident and I am ready to pre-
sent it to the competent author-
ities at the appropriate time. For
asking me to concede the match,
the national coach personally
met me in my hotel room and
talked to me for nearly 20 min-
utes,” said Manika.

“He tried to promote his
own student using unethical
means under the pretext of
national interest. He was accom-
panied by his student who trains
in the private academy not only
run by, but also named after
him.

“From my side, I did not
promise to oblige him and
promptly reported this matter to
a TTFI official. I decided not to
obey the unethical command of
the national coach. But his
intimidation and pressure had its
effect on my mental frame and
consequently my performance.

“During the Olympics, I
wanted to keep away from the
demoralising effect of  such a
coach. Because, as a player rep-
resenting India, it was my duty
to serve my country in the best
possible way.” PTI
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The Indian hockey teams
are unlikely to participate

in next year’s Commonwealth
Games in Birmingham to
ensure that they hit peak form
during the Asian Games,
which is a qualifier for the
2024 Paris Olympics, Indian
Olympic Association
President Narinder Batra said
on Friday.

Batra said he has con-
veyed this to Sports Authority
of India (SAI) Director
General Sandip Pradhan dur-
ing a formal meeting on
Friday.

Batra, who is the chief of
the International Hockey
Federation (FIH) and was a
former Hockey India presi-
dent, said the Indian hockey
teams’ priority is to achieve
their peak at the Asian Games,
which starts just 35 days after
the CWG.

The Birmingham CWG is
scheduled to be held from July
28 to August 8, while the

Asian Games will be hosted by
Hangzhou, China from
September 10 to 25.

“Based on my prelimi-
nary discussions with Hockey
India, it seems doubtful as of
now whether Indian men and
women hockey team’s will
participate in Commonwealth
Games 2022,” Batra, who still
holds considerable influence
in Hockey India, said in a
statement.

“Hockey India will not
like its hockey athletes to
peak 35 days before the Asian
Games 2022 and would like
the athletes to peak at the right
time i.e. during the Asian
Games 2022.

“The Commonwealth
Games in 2022 are just 35 days
before the Asian Games in
China and in hockey the win-
ners of Asian Games directly
qualify for 2024 Paris
Olympics. Hence, winning
Gold medal in the Asian
Games is a must for both men
& women’s hockey teams,” he
added.
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Tom Latham’s unbeaten 65
just failed to steal victory

from Bangladesh who won the
second T20I against New
Zealand on Friday by four runs
to go 2-0 up in their five match
series.

Bangladesh made 141 for six
from their 20 overs with
Mohammad Naim making 39
and captain Mahmudullah
Riyad an unbeaten 37.

New Zealand’s chase only
came alive in the final overs and
with skipper Latham at the
helm they came agonisingly
close after needing 20 from the
final nervy six balls off

Mustafizur Rahman.
Mustafizur gave away seven

extras among 15 runs conceded
but New Zealand ended on 137
for five.

Bangladesh spinners again
dominated on the slow wicket
with Shakib and Mahedi Hasan
finishing on two for 12 and two
for 29 respectively.

Shakib ended a 43 run sec-
ond wicket stand between
Latham and Will Young to get
within one wicket of joining Sri
Lanka’s Lasith Malinga as the
leading wicket taker in Twenty20
internationals.

The Bangladesh all-rounder
now has 106 wickets in the
shortest format.
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Tokyo: India’s Pramod Bhagat
and his partner Palak Kohli
qualified for the mixed doubles
semifinals, while three singles
players also made the last-four
stage to continue a rampaging
run at the Paralympics bad-
minton competition on Friday.

Bhagat, who had qualified
for the men’s singles SL3 event
on Thursday, and Kohli beat
Thailand’s Siripong teamar-
rom and Nipada Saensupa 21-
15, 21-19 in a 29-minute clash
to finish second in group B.

The Indian duo will clash
with Indonesian pair of Hary
Susanto and Leani Ratri in the
semifinals on Saturday.

In men’s singles, Suhas LY,
Tarun Dhillon and Manoj
Sarkar also made it to the
semifinals on a fruitful day for
India.

In SL4 class, Suhas, a world
number 3, took 19 minutes to
get rid of Indonesia’s Hary
Susanto 21-6, 21-12 in group A,
while Tarun, seeded second,
recovered from a mid-game
slump to outwit Korea’s Shin
Kyung Hwan 21-18, 15-21, 21-
17 in a group B match.

However, Suhas suffered a
15-21, 17-21 loss against
France’s top seed Lucas Mazur
and Tarun went down 19-21, 9-
21 to Indonesia’s Fredy
Setiawan in their final group
matches later in the day.

In the semifinals, Suhas has
been pitted against Setiawan,
while Tarun will lock horns
with Mazur, a two-time world
champion.

In SL3 class, Manoj secured
a 21-16, 21-9 victory over
Ukraine’s Oleksandr Chyrkov
to make it to the knockout
stage after finishing at the sec-
ond spot in group A behind
world No 1 Bhagat.

In the semifinals, Manoj
will face Great Britain’s Daniel
Bethell, while Bhagat will take
on Japan’s Daisuke Fujihara on
Saturday.

In SH6 class, Krishna
Nagar, seeded second, pre-
vailed 21-17, 21-14 over Brazil’s
Vitor Goncalves Tavares in 27
minutes for his second win in
as many matches to top group
B.

Krishna, who qualified for
the semifinals, will meet Great
Britain’s Krysten Coombs in
the knockout stage.

Young Kohli, however,
signed off her women’s singles
SU5 campaign with a 11-21,
15-21 loss against Japan’s Kaede
Kameyama in the quarterfinals.

Earlier, Kohli, 19, and Parul
Parmar, 48, suffered their sec-
ond successive loss in women’s
doubles SL3-SU5 group A,
going down 12-21, 20-22 to the
French pair of Lenaig Morin
and Faustine Noel. PTI
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India allowed Ollie Pope and
Chris Woakes to earn a

substantial 99-run first
innings lead for England on
day two of the fourth Test at
the Oval, leaving their star-
studded batting line-up to
rise to the occasion in the sec-
ond essay after a string of
indifferent performances.

In the absence of
Mohammed Shami, the
Indian pace attack did not
seem potent enough on the
day and was unable to put sus-
tained pressure on the bats-
men.

From a precarious 62 for
five, England staged a remark-
able recovery to score 290 on
a pitch getting better for bat-
ting with each session.

But despite losing the ini-
tiative, India are still in the
match after restricting the
English lead to less than 100.

The men responsible for
giving England the upper
hand in the game were Ollie
Pope  (81 off 159) and Chris
Woakes (50 off 60) whose

a t t a c k i n g
innings in the
final session
could well
prove to be the
difference in the
match.

India batting,
which has let the
team down often in
overseas conditions
and also in the series
so far, will have to find
a way to score at least 300
plus in the second innings.

The openers Rohit
Sharma (20 batting)  and K
L Rahul (22 batting) made
a promising start, taking
India to 43 for no loss in
16 overs at stumps on
day two. They still trail
England by 56 runs.

Rohit got a life
on 6 when Rory
Burns failed to sight
a regulation catch
at second slip.

Considering
the batting
f r i e n d l y
conditions
at The

Oval, the batsmen,
especially the strug-

gling middle-order,
will be expected to
deliver and keep
India in the game.

I n d i a ’ s
third and
fourth choice
pacers  —
e s p e c i a l l y
Mohammed

Siraj and
Shardul Thakur,
were not able to
maintain pres-
sure put by
Umesh Yadav
(3/76) and

Jasprit Bumrah
(2/67) early in the
England innings.

R a v i n d r a
Jadeja played his

role well, taking
two wickets and
keeping things
tight from his

end.
E n g l a n d

were bowled out
after tea with
Woakes getting

run out after a destructive
knock comprising 11 fours.

The pitch played true
allowing the England batsmen
to hit on the up.

Pope, playing his first
match of the series, showed an
attractive range of strokes
including on the up straight
drives and cover drives.

In the morning session,
Umesh struck twice in the first
hour of play before a counter-
attacking stand between
Bairstow and Pope took
England to 139 for five at
lunch. England scored 86 runs
in the 25-over session.

Umesh, perennially in and
out of the playing eleven and
featuring in his first Test in
nine months, was impressive
in his opening spell and got
his 150th Test wicket in his
first over of the day after
nightwatchman Craig
Overton slashed one hard
only to edge it to Virat Kohli

at first slip.

JARVO69 ARRESTED
YouTuber Daniel Jarvis,

who has gained notoriety for
breaching security at will dur-
ing the ongoing India versus
England series, was on Friday
arrested by the South London
Police after he entered the
Oval arena during the pre-
lunch session on the second
day of the fourth Test.

Jarvis, who goes by the
name ‘Jarvo69’, has been con-
stantly impersonating as India
cricketer and on Friday was
the third time in three games
that he took the advantage of
the poor security arrange-
ment by the ECB.

It is learnt that he has been
arrested on suspicions of
assault as he barged into
English batsman Jonny
Bairstow during the day.

After trying to set field at
Lord’s and taking stance at
Leeds, Jarvo was seen sprint-
ing just when Umesh Yadav
was on top of his bowling
mark. He did collide with the
non-striker Jonny Bairstow.

����� +3.43

Not quite satisf ied
despite becoming the
first Indian woman to

win two Paralympic medals,
shooter Avani Lekhara on
Friday said she had it in her to
perform better at the ongoing
Games but was done in by the
nerves.

The 19-year-old, who had
won the 10m air rifle standing
SH1 Gold, added a 50m rifle
3 position SH1 Bronze to her
haul, making her the first
Indian woman with two
Paralympic medals and sec-
ond overall from the country
to claim multiple medals in
the same edition of the

Games.
“I was not satisfied with

the Gold only (laughs), when
I won the Gold, I wanted to
fire that last shot better...So
this Bronze is definitely not
satisfying," Lekhara said in a
virtual press conference facil-
itated by broadcasters
Eurosport and the Paralympic
Committee of India.

“...That’s what finals do to
you, you become nervous.

“I am keeping all the cel-
ebrations aside and focusing
on the next match, so that is
my goal, to give my 100 per
cent in the next event also,”
she said referring to the mixed
50m rifle prone event on
Sunday.

Lekhara reiterated her
admiration for Olympic Gold-
medallist Abhinav Bindra and
that she always wanted to
become like him. On Friday,
she in fact went one better on
him with her second medal.

“I  always wanted to
become like him (Bindra) and
always wanted to make my
country proud, so that is what
inspired me a lot,” she said.

“I am very happy that I
was able to get another medal
for the country and it is just I
still can’t believe it.

Athletes in SH1 Rifle have
an impairment in their legs,
for example amputations or
paraplegia. Some athletes
compete in a seated position,
while others compete in a
standing position.

The Jaipur-based shooter
sustained spinal cord injuries
in a car accident in 2012 ren-
dering her immobile.

“I had never won a medal
in sitting, this is my first
international (medal), so I
was more nervous. But I just
had my focus on my shots. So
(in the) last match I was
focusing on one shot at a time
and it just happened,” she

said.

‘ROLE MODEL’
Paralympic Committee of

India (PCI) President Deepa
Malik on Friday lauded shoot-
er Avani Lekhara, who creat-
ed history by becoming the
first Indian woman to win two
Paralympic medals, saying the
trailblazing athlete has
emerged as a “role model” for
the country’s youngsters.

“She has risen above all
the challenges. The way she
(Lekhara) showed maturity
to handle the pressure during
competition, she has emerged
as a role model and we are so
proud of her,” Mailk said at a
virtual press conference, facil-
itated by official broadcasters
Eurosport, after the 19-year-
old scripted history.

“A Gold and a Bronze
from the same Paralympics,
people will have to work very
hard to kind of reach that
mark, she has set the bench-
mark so high and inspired so
many with her performance,
absolutely proud of her,” said
Malik who herself won a shot
put Si lver in the 2016
Paralympics.

����� +3.43

In a sport where precision
matters the most, it was

Harvinder Singh’s research in
economics that gave him the
competitive edge, said the
para-athlete after winning
India's first ever Paralympics
medal in archery on Friday.

Instead of bowing to the
pressure of three shoot-offs in
five matches, the 31-year-old’s
analytical mind saw each tie-
break an opportunity to beat
the odds with his single shot as
he won a Bronze with a perfect
10 against Korean Kim Min Su.

“Economics is all about
calculations and I applied that
in my game and my thinking
process. It really helped me in
winning the medal,” Singh,
who is pursuing PhD, said after

his 6-5 (10-8) win in the
shoot-off.

Singh was stretched to the
full in the first two rounds but
he remained calm and com-
posed to defeat Stefano
Travisani of Italy and former
world number one Bato

Tsydendorzhiev of Russia in
the shoot-offs.

“In a shoot-off, you have to
put all your practice and train-
ing together and deliver in that
one single arrow. You have to
give all your energies and
deliver in about 10-15 sec-

onds,” he said.
Drawing parallel with

examination, the economics
scholar said: “It’s very much
similar to an examination,
where in two-three hours you
have to put in the year round
effort.”

Singh rued his semifinal
loss to world number 10 Kevin
Mather of the USA 6-4 in an
intense five-setter. The duo
were locked four-all before
the American sealed the win in
the fifth set.

“It rained before the match
and afterwards there was wind
from different directions and
I failed to gauge it properly.
You may call it pressure, but
I'm happy that at least I won a
Bronze. I will practice harder
and do better next time,” he
said.

Not satisfied, could’ve done better: Avani

Tokyo: A congenital impair-
ment notwithstanding, 18-
year-old Paralympics Silver
medallist Praveen Kumar
was such a sports freak in his
school days that he googled
on internet to find out how
to take up para athletics and
take part in the showpiece.

Praveen, a son of a poor
farmer at a village near Jewar
in Gautam Buddha Nagar
district, clinched Silver medal
in the men’s high jump
T64/T44 event of the
Paralympics by setting a new
Asian record of 2.07m.

“My school life was
mostly about sports. But at
that time I did not know I
will reach at this level one
day. I was playing volleyball
initially in school, but then
slowly came to know of para
athletics and took up high
jump,” Praveen said after his
event.

“I came to know about
Paralympics and how to take
part in it after searching on
google,” the high jumper,
whose congenital impair-
ment affects the bones that
connect his hip to his left leg,
said.

Explaining how he came

to rise to this level, Praveen
said, “I took part in a district
level competition where I
met Ashok Saini sir who
gave me phone number of
Satyapal sir (his current
coach).

“I contacted (Satyapal)
sir and then he found out in
which classification I will
compete. He identified me
and said he will take me. This
was 2018,” said Praveen who
is a BA second year student
in Motilal Nehru College in
Delhi.

Talking about Friday’s
competition, he said, "I was
a bit low in confidence when
I cleared 1.97m in my second
attempt but I regained con-
fidence after jumping 2.01m.
I told myself I will give my
best whatever it takes,
whether rain or not.

“There was pressure
while trying to jump 2.10m.
In the final attempt, I just
thought of doing my best and
it was a very good attempt
but there was some problems
in my landing and so I could
not clear it,” said Praveen,
who was congratulated by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on phone. PTI
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