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Celebratory gunfire resound-
ed in Kabul on Friday as

reports spread of the Taliban’s
takeover of Panjshir, and news
agencies said at least 17 people
were killed and 41 hurt in the
firing.

Sources in the Taliban told
news agency Reuters on
Saturday that its fighters had
taken Panjshir Valley, the final
holdout in its quest to seize
Afghanistan. “By the grace of
Allah Almighty, we are in con-
trol of the entire Afghanistan.
The troublemakers have been
defeated and Panjshir is now
under our command,” one
Taliban commander was 
quoted as saying. Heavy fight-
ing continues in the valley and
has left hundreds dead 
till now.

However, resistance leaders
denied the claim to Reuters.
“News of Panjshir conquests is
circulating on Pakistani media.
This is a lie,” said Ahmad
Massoud, who is leading the
rebels.

Meanwhile, former presi-
dent Hamid Karzai in a state-
ment has asked the Taliban and
the “resistance front” in
Panjshir to stop the fighting
and resolve their issues through
talks, TOLO news reported.

The Taliban source also

said the announcement of a
new Government would be
pushed back to the next week.

Taliban co-founder Mullah
Abdul Ghani Baradar, report-
ed by some Taliban sources to
be in line to lead the new
Government, said in remarks
on Qatar’s Al Jazeera channel
that the new administration
“will include all factions of the
Afghan people”.

“We are doing our utmost
efforts to improve their living
conditions. The Government
will provide security, because it
is necessary for economic
development,” he said.

Meanwhile, some signs of
normality returned to Kabul.

Qatar’s ambassador to
Afghanistan said a technical
team was able to reopen Kabul
airport to receive aid, accord-
ing to Al Jazeera, which also
cited its correspondent as say-
ing domestic f lights had
restarted.

The airport has been closed
since the United States on
August 30 completed the evac-
uations of more than 1,20,000
US citizens, other foreigners
and Afghans deemed at risk
from the Taliban, and withdrew
the last of its troops.

The Taliban’s main
spokesman, Zabihullah
Mujahid, also said one of the
main foreign exchange dealers

in Kabul had reopened.
Afghanistan’s economy has

been thrown into disarray by
the Taliban’s takeover. Many
banks are closed and cash is
scarce.

The United Nations said it
will convene an international
aid conference on September
13 to help avert what UN
Secretary General Antonio
Guterres called a “looming
humanitarian catastrophe”.

Western powers say they
are prepared to engage with the
Taliban and send humanitari-
an aid, but that formal recog-
nition of the Government and
broader economic assistance
will depend on action — not
just promises — to safeguard
human rights.
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Amidst the controversy over
issuing of Covid-19 vac-

cine passports, a report has
warned that lack of global
standards for coronavirus cer-
tificate is a key barrier to their
successful implementation
around the world.

The UK’s University of
Exeter research in its report has
asked policymakers to ensure
coronavirus health status cer-
tificate providers to abide by
basic data protection principles,
including lawfulness, fairness
and transparency, purpose lim-
itation, data minimisation,
accuracy, storage limitation,
integrity and confidentiality,
and accountability.

It has identified three key
barriers to implementation —
lack of trust, lack of global stan-
dards, and lack of a holistic
approach.

The report recommends

that the certificates should be
only used during the pandem-
ic and their use is discontinued
once the WHO declares that
Covid-19 is no longer a public
health emergency of interna-
tional concern.

It also says policymakers
should ensure that Covid-19
health status certificate
providers build data protection
into the design of these cer-
tificates by default, and that the
confidentiality and security of
the information collected and
processed are maintained.
Providers of these certificates
should prevent any unautho-
rised access, accidental loss,
damage, or destruction of the
data.

The report presents inde-
pendent research funded by the

Economic and Social Research
Council (ESRC) as part of UK
Research & Innovation
(UKRI)’s rapid response to
Covid-19.

The research was led by Dr
Ana Beduschi, who carried
out literature reviews and eval-
uations of primary and sec-
ondary sources of law. The
research was also informed by
twenty semi-structured inter-
views with technologists and
experts in digital identity and
certification conducted
between December 2020 and
March 2021.

Dr Beduschi said,
“Focusing only on the techno-
logical solutions for Covid-19
health status certificates is not
sufficient. 

Continued on Page 4
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Shooter Manish Narwal
smashed a Paralympics

games record while shuttler
Pramod Bhagat yet again assert-
ed his supremacy with his Gold-
winning performance as India’s
tally swelled to 17 after a four-
medal show on a memorable
penultimate day at the Tokyo
Paralympics, here on Saturday. 

The 19-year-old Narwal
shot a total of 218.2, a
Paralympic record, for Gold in
P4 Mixed 50m Pistol SH1
event while Bhagat humbled
Great Britain’s Daniel Bethell in
the men’s singles SL3 class
final for a historic yellow metal.

India now have four Gold,
seven Silver and six Bronze
medals to be placed 26th with
one day left in the Games. 

India had won just four
medals in the last edition in Rio
while the total count from the
1972 edition when the country
competed for the first time till
these Tokyo Games was 12.

More medals are in store
for India on the final day with
shuttlers Suhas Yathiraj and
Krishna Nagar sailing into the
men’s singles finals of SL4 class
and SH6 class respectively.
Tarun Dhillon too stayed in

contention for a Bronze after
losing his semifinals while the
duo of Bhagat and Palak Kohli
will also feature in the third-

place play-off in the mixed SL3-
SL5 class.

Narwal smashed the
Paralympic record to clinch

India’s third Gold of the current
edition of the Games while
compatriot Singhraj Adana
bagged the Silver to make it a
sensational one-two finish for
the country.

Narwal, who holds the
world record in the category,
claimed the yellow metal in P4
Mixed 50m Pistol SH1 event in
his debut Games.

“I’m very happy,” said
Narwal who hails from
Ballabhgarh in Haryana.
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The Election Commission
(EC) on Saturday

announced the bypoll in
Bhabanipur Assembly con-
stituency in West Bengal — the
seat Mamata Banerjee must
win to remain Chief Minister.
The poll would be held on
September 30 at the request of
the State Government. 

However, the EC has kept
pending bypolls to three Lok
Sabha and 31 other Assembly

seats. The EC also announced
polls in Samserganj, Jangipur
constituencies in West Bengal
and Pipli in Odisha where
polls were earlier deferred.

As per the EC notification,
the Bhabanipur Assembly con-
stituency by-election will be
held on September 30 and
votes will be counted on
October 3. Nominations will be
filed from September 6 till
September 13 while scrutiny of
papers will take place on
September 14. September 16 is
the last date to withdraw from
the electoral battle.

Continued on Page 4
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To promote religious
tourism in the country, the

Indian Railways on Saturday
announced to start the run of
“Shri Ramayana Yatra” by
Deluxe AC Tourists train after
the celebrations of Diwali in
November this year.

The Indian Railway’s cater-
ing and tourism arm shared the
details, including fare structure
and announced to launch the
special tourist train to promote
the Government of India ini-
tiative “Dekho Apna Desh”.

The tour will start from
Delhi Safdarjung Railway
Station on November 7 and  it
will cover the visit of all promi-
nent places linked with the life
of Lord Shri Ram, said Ministry
of Railways statement.

The whole journey of “Shri

Ramayana Yatra” will cost
�82,950 per person. It will
cover train journey in AC
classes, accommodation in AC
hotels, all meals, all transfer and
sight-seeing in AC vehicles,
travel insurance and services of
IRTC Tour Managers.

“Previously, the train was
operated with sleeper class,
but this time, the tour will be
operated in Deluxe AC tourist
train equipped with modern
facilities,” said a rail official.

As per IRTC, the train
journey will be complete in 17

days, and Ayodhya will be the
first stop. The tourists will
visit Shri Ram Janmbhumi
temple, Hanuman temple, and
Bharat Mandir at Nandigram.
The next destination will be

Sitamarhi, the birthplace of
Sita in Bihar and Ram-Janki
temple in Janakpur. Nepal will
be covered by road. From there,
the train will move to Varanasi
where tourists will visit temples

at Varanasi, Prayag,
Shringverpur and Chitrakoot
by road. Night stay will be
assigned at Varanasi, Prayag
and Chitrakoot.

Continued on Page 4
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In a surprise move, Pakistan’s
powerful intelligence chief

Lieutenant General Faiz
Hameed on Saturday dashed to
Kabul, according to media
reports here, amidst the Taliban
struggling to finalise and install
an inclusive Government in
Afghanistan that would be
acceptable to the internation-
al community.

A delegation of senior
Pakistani officials led by Inter-
Services Intelligence (ISI)
Director General Lieutenant
General Hameed arrived in
Kabul to conduct discussions
with the incoming Taliban
Government, the Pakistan
Observer newspaper reported.

The ISI chief is expected to
meet top Taliban leaders and
commanders. 

“Issues relating to Pak-
Afghan security, economy, and
other matters will be taken up
with the Taliban leadership,”
the report said, quoting
sources.

According to the Express
Tribune, Hameed will also meet
Pakistan’s envoy in Kabul to

discuss the matter of repatria-
tion and transit through
Pakistan of foreign nationals
and Afghans fleeing Taliban
rule.

“The issue of pending
requests from countries and
international organisations for
the repatriation/transit through
Pakistan and the need to
determine the mechanism
through which Pakistan could
allow these, in coordination
with the ground authorities in
Afghanistan will be discussed
during the meeting with the
Taliban officials,” it said, quot-
ing sources.

Continued on Page 4
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Washington: India and the
United States are closely watch-
ing Pakistan’s actions in
Afghanistan, Foreign Secretary
Harsh Vardhan Shringla said
on Friday. In the limited
engagement that India has had
with the Taliban, the new
Afghan rulers have indicated
that they would be reasonable
in addressing New Delhi’s con-
cerns, the foreign secretary
added.

����� :;8�<;94/

The situation in Afghanistan
and the ongoing fight

against the corona pandemic
will figure prominently during
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s talks with President Joe
Biden during his visit to the
USA at end of September.
Modi is also likely to address
the annual United Nations
General Assembly session.

This will be Modi’s first
visit to the USA since Biden

became President earlier this
year. Moreover, it will be the
first face-to-face meeting
between the two leaders,

sources said here on Saturday.
Details and schedule of Modi’s
visit to New York and
Washington were now being
worked out, they added. He last
visited the USA in 2019 when
Donald Trump was at the helm.

Sources said the two have
met virtually on at least three
occasions, including the Quad
summit in March, the climate
change summit in April, and
the G-7 summit in June this
year.

Continued on Page 4
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It is no wonder that most
of the people in our
country live in a fantasy

world. Look at the
Bollywood films that are
churned out on a yearly
basis. They are enough to
turn a person’s head – usually
in the wrong direction.

The latest movie to hit
the OTT (ZEE5) directed by
Satramm Ramani is a case
in point. A young man,
singing in a marriage band
is in love with a girl — okay,
so she is a flower decorator
— but is from a rich family
— falls in love! Look at how

incredulous that sounds!
Where in India does a rich
girl even look at the
bandwalllahs? Let alone fall
in love with them?

But the good part is that
it is not so much about our
here played by Aparshakti
Khurrna being in a band
but more about him
wanting to start his band.
But money is needed. So, he
steals stuff from a truck
thinking that he has hit the
jackpot. Well, he did but of
a different kind. Condoms
worth many thousands.
This is when all the trouble
or should one say some fun
comes into play.

We all know that to just
use the word condom is
looked at with horror let
alone a film on it. Ramani’s
intentions are in the right
place — if only we use this

more often our population
would not be touching 1.37
billion and soon to overtake
China’s at 1.40 billion.

Sadly, that’s all there is
to this movie. Good
intentions. The dialogues by
Rohan Shankar are nothing
to rave about. The almost
lackluster manner in which
they are delivered don’t
even bring a smile. Saanand
Verma, who plays Saxena in
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hain!, has
nothing much to do here; he
plays a pharmacist here
with precisely four minutes
of screen time.

Still, the makers should
be lauded for their efforts to
at least make a film on a
subject that is so hush-
hush. We just hope that next
time, there is not so much
drama.
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�The announcement date of Bade
Achhe Lagte Hain is out and viewers
can’t keep calm. How excited are you?
I'm delighted to be back on Television
and headlining a show which has been
so loved and revered by so many
including myself. Also, very excited to
collaborate with Ekta Kapoor. It has been
long pending and it finally gives me a
chance to get a peek into her creative
genius and hopefully learn along the way.

� What is new in store for Ram and
Priya? How will this season be different
from the previous season?
I feel it’s a different era now. We are doing
this a decade after the first season came
out. A lot has changed in terms of the
world we live in and how relationships
are made or lost in this digital era
however a lot remains the same, which
is human longing for love and
companionship. I also feel with new
actors, you will see a new flavour and at
its core it will remain the same story but
a lot of it will be served differently.

�Ram Kapoor and Sakshi Tanwar had
successfully struck a chord with the
audience, how challenging will it be to
step into their shoes?
In my eyes, both of them are absolute
rockstars of Indian TV. Whilst it may
seem daunting at the outside, personally
for me it’s a new character which I get to
colour with my brush.

�You’ve worked with Disha Parmar
before, how has your bonding with her
evolved over the years?
I feel having known her over nearly a
decade now, there is an unsaid comfort,
friendship and mutual respect. Whilst it
has been nearly eight years since I last
worked with her, our first day of shoot
seemed so organic like we picked up from
where we left. Now, both of us have of
course grown personally and
professionally in our lives yet it feels just
like the old times. Super pleased to share
this equation with her.

�How has been your experience
shooting for the show so far?
To be honest, it’s been brilliant and
anxious at the same time. Brilliant
because I’m very excited about playing
this new character and see how it comes

to life and anxious because I understand
the expectations the audience have from
us and I hope I am able to do justice to
the same. Needless to say, being a part of
this show is a big responsibility to
shoulder on.

� Any message for your fans and
viewers?
Just huge gratitude for all the love they
have shared with me over the years and
that they continue to share, I am who I
am because of their love, admiration and
support. Here’s hoping that I can make
another memorable show for them and
make all my supporters proud. Hoping
for the best!
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The latest Cinderella movie
to get dropped on
Amazon Prime written

and directed by Kay Cannon is
not the first time that this
fairy-tale is being told. This
fairy tale has been retold at least
10 times in the past. And each
one has had its pluses.

Unfortunately, this one is
the most disappointing. There
are a few points that make this
a movie that has no soul or the
much needed fairy-tale
element to it that one would

associate with the original
movie. The whole reason why
one loved this story was
because — brace for it — the
wicked stepsisters and the
stepmother. Well, the sisters are
not so wicked though they are
mean. At least the stepmother
is somewhat true to the
original story.

Then there is the Price
himself. He wants to be a prince
but doesn’t. He is more like a
boy-man. The King, played by
Pierce Brosnan, who did so
many Bond movies, does his bit
but falls short of being a good
father until the movie reaches
the climax.

Then there is Cinderella
herself. Singer Camila Cabello
who plays the part here, is
unable to create the much-
needed magic. While the

message of woman
empowerment is clear and
strong, the Moulin Rouge vibe
thrown in for good measure, it
doesn’t do anything to uplift
this.

Given that the story is set
in the 18-19th Century, is it not
odd for the makers to make
Cinderella wear an above the
knee dress? Given that she
dreams to be a seamstress
instead of a princess, it is still
strange for only her to be
wearing it while the rest of the
town folk are wearing what
people wore back then. 

Still, it is a fairy-tale and all
is well that ends well. However,
one would have preferred if it
would have been as close to the
original as possible. 
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Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia Saturday

said mindfulness has become a
turning point in the lives of
students studying in Delhi
Schools as it is helping children
overcome stress and increase
their focus in studies.

Sisodia who also holds
portfolio of education minister
in AAP government said hap-
piness curriculum is a massive
success in Delhi and every
day, 16 lakh children in Delhi
Schools start their day with
mindfulness.

“Our school children will
play the role of mindfulness
ambassadors and messengers
in making mindfulness a mass
movement,” Sisodia said.

While Delhi government’
Happiness Curriculum’ has
turned out to be a huge success,
the AAP leader said,
“Mindfulness is a gift given by
India to the world in the field
of Emotional Science. India has
given its thousands of years old

tradition of meditation to the
world, but with time it has for-
gotten its value. The actual goal
of mindfulness is to focus on
your life but mindfulness now
has become limited to just 15
minutes of meditation. People
have learned to meditate very
well but have not learned how
to focus on their life. If we prac-
tise mindfulness by under-
standing its true meaning and
start paying attention in our life
too, then we can never do
anything wrong.”

“We need to make mind-
fulness a mass movement.
Every Indian needs to live life
with mindfulness. In order to

practise mindfulness in chil-
dren from a young age, Delhi
Government has started the
Happiness Curriculum from
the very beginning of the
school, so that children start
their day with 5-10 minutes of
mindfulness daily and make
mindfulness an integral part of
their life,” he added.

The ‘Mindful Education
Awards 2021’ is an initiative by
Mind On to recognise, support
and honour the efforts of
schools and school leaders in
creating a mentally and phys-
ically healthy environment for
the growth and development of
children.
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On the occasion of Teachers’
Day, Delhi Government

will honour teachers of Delhi
Government schools with State
Teacher Awards to recognise
their invaluable contribution
during Covid-19 crisis.

Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal, said it is because of
our teachers our education is
being recognised globally.”
Teachers’ Day on Sunday will
be celebrated as Abhar Diwas
and city Government will
award 122 teachers who dis-
charged their duties diligently
during the Covid -19 pan-
demic, deputy CM Sisodia
said. Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
Government will facilitate
teachers who played an impor-
tant role in the Covid -19 pan-
demic times.

Sisodia said the teachers
played a big role during the
corona. Teachers did important
work in distribution, vaccina-
tion, and enforcement from

duty at the Quarantine Centre
to distributing rations in
schools.

He further said that teach-
ers performed duty during the
epidemic, as well as conducted
online classes amid challenges.
The children’s mobile recharge
was done by paying for online
classes themselves.

Sisodia said, “During the
migration of people, the teach-
ers took responsibility and
accommodated the children
in Delhi.”

He further said that the
teachers proved during the
epidemic that the Guru has to
be ahead of Govind.

Sisodia who also holds
portfolio of education minister
in AAP government said this
year’s Teachers’ Award will also
be special.

Earlier these were based on
academic performance. But we
converted it into a grand func-
tion in 2016. Sisodia said the
number of awards has been
increased from 103 to 122.
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The Delhi Police
Commissioner, Rakesh

Asthana took the salute at the
‘Passing out Parade’ of newly
inducted Constables held at
Police Training College (PTC)
in Delhi’s Jharoda Kalan.

A total of 312 recruit
Constables of the 116th batch
completed their training and
will now be joining various dis-
tricts and units of Delhi Police.

“Among them, 171 candi-
dates have been appointed on
Compassionate Grounds in the
place of their blood relations,
who lost their lives while dis-
charging duty. There are 11
Post Graduates, 116 Graduates,

three B. Techs and one BBA &
BCA each among these
recruits, who also come from
different regions of India,” said
Anil Mittal, the Additional
Public Relation Officer
(APRO)

The CP congratulated all
the fresh recruits and lauded
the drill instructors and PTC

staff for imparting excellent
training to the newly inducted
Constables. Welcoming them
in the force, CP, Delhi exhort-
ed them to remain updated as
per latest crime trends and
make  optimal use  of technol-
ogy in conducting investiga-
tion, gathering evidence and for
prosecution procedures.
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Delhi Congress president
Anil Kumar said that the

Aam Aadmi Party
Government’s decision to re-
open schools seems to be a pre-
mature move with experts has
warned of the third wave on
October and many States where
schools reopened the cases of
covid-19 among children have
gone up. Kumar said that with
the festival season about to set
in and people expected to
crowd markets and shopping
centres, the Kejriwal
Government should show a
more pro-active attitude in the
strict implementation of the
Covid guidelines.

He said that Delhiites
would not be able to bear with
another lockdown as the past
lockdowns have virtually
wrecked the economy of the
national Capital and therefore,
prevention is better than cure.
He recalled that in November-
December last year, Delhi wit-

nessed a sharp spike in Corona
cases.

Kumar said that Delhi can-
not afford to face such a grim
scenario yet again, as people are
still to recover from the dead-
ly blows inflicted by the last two
waves of the Covid pandemic.

Meanwhile, a meeting of
prominent leaders of the Dalit
community was organized by
Delhi Congress vice-president
and former MLA Jaikishan.
The leaders expressed its
anguish at Kejriwal
Government “apathy” in rais-
ing voice against atrocities
reported against Dalit girls.

The Congress Delhi unit
vice- chairman said that after
independence the Congress
initiated many schemes and
projects for the protection and
uplift of Dalits and other back-
ward castes, including reserva-
tion in education and jobs but
the present government in
Delhi and Centre have done
nothing to address the issues
being faced by the community.
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A26-year-old man was
stabbed to death allegedly

by two persons after he asked
them to not make loud noises
while they were in an e-rick-
shaw at Delhi’s Mohan Garden
area. Police said that they have
arrested the duo accused.

The accused have been
identified as Lav Kumar (21),
a resident of Mohan Garden,
Sainik Enclave, and Deepak
(23), a resident of Faridkot in
Punjab.

According to Parvinder
Singh, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Outer district, on
Friday, a police control room

(PCR) call was received at
Ranhola police station around
11:30 PM regarding murder at
main Gandhi chowk, Mohan
Garden.

“Thereafter, police reached
the spot and found a man was
lying on the ground in a pool
of blood. 

The injured was immedi-
ately shifted to the DDU hos-
pital where he was declared
dead,” said the DCP.

The Deceased was identi-
fied as Dalip, a resident of
Roorkee in Uttarakhand. He
was residing at Tilak enclave
part-1, Mohan Garden, Uttam
Nagar with his maternal aunt
and worked as salesmen in a
mall in Dwarka, police said.
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Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
has accused the Delhi

Police of not conducting prop-
er investigations in the Delhi
riots cases.

Senior AAP leader and
MLA Atishi said on Saturday
that in charge sheet, only 35 out
of over 700 cases have been
filed even after a long span of
1.5 years into the investigation.
“The Delhi police has no inten-
tion of catching the real cul-
prits.All we want to understand
is why the Delhi Police are not
carrying out a proper investi-

gation. Is the Delhi police pro-
tecting someone in the inves-
tigation,” she asked?

Quoting various judicial
opinions, Atishi said “In
February 2020, Justice
Murlidhar of the Delhi High
Court asked the Delhi Police
why they had not taken any
action on the videos that con-
tained inflammatory speeches
of politicians. 

The Delhi police replied
that they did not see those
videos. 

Then the court pulled up
the police and showed them the
videos in the court itself.”
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The national Capital report-
ed as many as 55 new cases

of Covid-19 with a positivity
rate of 0.08 per cent while no
death was recorded for the
fourth consecutive day, accord-
ing to a health bulletin issued
by the health department of the
Delhi Government.

A total of 70303 tests,
including 48510 RT-PCR tests
and 21793 rapid-antigen tests,
were conducted a day before, as
per the bulletin. 

The number of cumulative
cases stood at 1437874 on
Saturday and over 14.12 lakh
patients in Delhi recovered
from the virus till the date, the
bulletin stated.
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Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) chief
spokesperson and MLA Saurabh

Bhardwaj said that the north municipal
corporation’s standing committee has
passed a resolution to give away land
worth thousands of crores to private clin-
ics and its own people at free of cost.

Bhardwaj said that the Corporation
is trying to distribute all the assets to its
own people for free anticipating defeat
in upcoming municipal elections. “The
corporation is selling every expensive
land at cheap prices and preparations are
underway to auction the hospitals. It also
sold Novelty Cinema land worth 150
crore for 34 crores, Dangal Maidan will
be sold for one-fourth the price,” he said.
The AAP leader informed that the pro-
posal stated that the corporation will
provide vacant buildings and land
through a license without charging any
license fee. 

“This will be the first such license in
the world, under which land and build-
ings worth crores will be given to their

loved ones without any fee,” he said.
Responding to Bhardwaj, Delhi BJP

Spokesperson Praveen Shankar Kapoor
said that the AAP leaders are in the habit
of levelling baseless allegations.Delhi BJP
Spokesperson has said that before lev-
eling allegations Saurabh Bhardwaj
should understand the working of
MCDs.

“Several charitable organizations
are working out at premises provided by
the corporations and running charitable
dispensaries, teaching schools for hand-
icapped and orphans. Most cremation
grounds in Delhi are owned by MCDs
but being maintained and run by char-
itable NGOs. In fact MCDs even extend
financial aid too to some NGOs.
Bhardwaj should first learn the function
of corporation before levelling any base-
less allegation,” he said.

The proposal tabled in the standing
committee meeting this week to han-
dover few vacant health department
premises to NGOs for running charita-
ble health dispensaries is in line with
decades old tradition, he added.
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Panaji: Senior Congress leader P
Chidambaram on Saturday said he has been
given the task of restructuring and reviv-
ing the party in Goa, where Assembly polls
are scheduled next
year.   

The former Union Minister, who is
back in Goa within a week of his first visit
to the coastal state after taking over as elec-
tion observer, on Saturday held a number
of meetings with the local party office-bear-
ers and leaders, including the heads of elec-
tion committees.

When asked, he refused to talk about
the possible alliance with the like-minded
parties for the next year's Assembly polls,
saying that his mandate was only to restruc-
ture and revive the state unit of the party
ahead of the elections scheduled in February
2022. "My mandate is only on restructur-
ing and reviving the party, reconstituting the

block committees and enrolling mem-
bers," he told reporters at the Congress
House here. Chidambaram arrived in the
state on Friday on a three-day visit.

During his visit last week, he had said
that the Congress was getting "battle-
ready" to fight all 40 seats of the Goa
Assembly, and also claimed that the polit-
ical atmosphere in the state was "extreme-
ly favourable" for the party.

Meanwhile, Goa Pradesh Congress
Committee President Girish Chodankar
said, "The party is planning to chalk out a
strategy for the next year's elections. We are
reworking all the booths across the state."

"Several leaders are joining the
Congress in Goa as they look at the party
as hope against the BJP. People have decid-
ed to defeat the BJP in the next elections
in the state and the pulse is in favour of the
Congress," he added.   PTI
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Jaipur: The ruling Congress
was ahead of the BJP in the
panchayat polls in six districts
of Rajasthan, bagging 670 of
the 1,564 panchayat samiti
seats and 93 of the 200 zila
parishad seats on Saturday.

The opposition BJP
secured 551 panchayat samiti
and 88 zila parishad seats.

The results for two pan-
chayat samiti and nine zila
parishad seats were yet to be
declared. The BSP won 11
panchayat samiti and three
zila parishad seats, while
Independents bagged 290 and
seven seats respectively.The
RLP won 40 panchayat samiti
seats.

The polling was held on
August 26, 29 and September
1 to elect a total of 200 mem-
bers of six zila parishad and
1,564 members of 78 pan-

chayat samiti in the six districts
-- Bharatpur, Dausa, Jaipur,
Jodhpur, Sawai Madhopur and
Sirohi.

The election for pramukh
and pradhan will be held on
September 6, while that for up-
pramukh and up-pradhan will
be held on September 7.

Rajasthan Congress chief
Govind Singh Dotasra
described the results as encour-
aging for his party and a set-
back for the opposition BJP.

"The Congress party has
won the elections with an over-
whelming majority. Out of
1,562 wards of panchayat sami-
ti, 670 Congress candidates
were victorious. In Bharatpur,
171 candidates of Congress
ideology who contested the
election without party symbol
were the winners,” he said.

He said the Congress

would have its Pradhan in 60
of the 78 panchayat samiti
where the election was held.
He claimed that the BJP could
barely get majority in only 14
panchayat samiti. Dotasara
said the results were a valida-
tion of the work done by the
Congress government led by
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot.
He said that the party would
leave no stone unturned in the
development of Rajasthan.

BJP State president Satish
Poonia congratulated his party
candidates who won the elec-
tions. In a tweet, he thanked the
people for supporting the
Bharatiya Janata Party in the
elections and the party work-
ers for their hard work. "Hearty
congratulations to the candi-
dates who  won the Zila
Parishad and Panchayat Samiti
elections,” he added. PTI

Lakhimpur: A person accused in more
than 60 criminal cases, including drug
peddling and robbery, was injured in a
police encounter when he attempted to
escape from custody in Assam's
Lakhimpur district, an officer said on
Saturday.

The incident happened at
Lakhimpur bypass on Friday night when
a team of police personnel opened fire
on the accused after he tried to snatch a
rifle from a policeman, the officer said.

The man was apprehended for
allegedly stealing around �30 lakh from
an ATM in Naoboicha, Lakhimpur
Superintendent of Police Bedanta
Madhab Rajkhowa said. 

"The criminal tried to escape from
custody by snatching an AK-47 rifle of
a policeman, following which police per-
sonnel opened fire on him, and he
received bullet injuries on his knees," the
SP said. He was admitted to a local hos-
pital where his condition was stated to
be out of danger.

Since the second BJP-led govern-

ment assumed power nearly four months
ago, at least 21 suspected militants and
criminals were killed and 35 others
injured in police encounters in the state
as they allegedly tried to snatch service
weapons or attempted to escape from
custody.

The unabated police encounters
have whipped up a political furore in
Assam with the opposition parties accus-
ing the police under the Himanta Biswa
Sarma government of indulging in "open
killings" and turning "trigger happy".

Unfazed by criticism of his govern-
ment over recent encounter killings,
Sarma had said in the assembly that the
state police has "full operational liberty"
to fight against the criminals within the
ambit of law.

Taking suo moto cognisance, the
Assam Human Rights Commission had
on July 7 asked the state government to
institute an inquiry into the circum-
stances that led to the death and injury
of the accused in the recent police
encounters. PTI
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Guwahati: The flood situation
in Assam improved further on
Saturday with water levels in
major rivers receding and the
number of people affected by
the deluge coming down by
nearly one lakh, even as one
more fatality due to the calami-
ty was reported, a bulletin
said.

Over 1.76 lakh people
across 17 districts are suffering
from the deluge, while the
death of one more person
raised the toll in the current
wave of floods to seven, the
Assam State Disaster
Management Authority
(ASDMA) said.  

On Friday, the number of
affected districts was 22 and
that of the flood-hit people was
over 2.71 lakh. 

Altogether, 42 revenue cir-
cles and 863 villages remained
affected, while 23,884 hectares
of crop have also been dam-
aged, according to the ASDMA
bulletin. Golaghat is the worst-
hit district with 63,984 people
suffering, followed by Darrang
and Morigaon. 

Authorities are running 17
relief camps where at least
3,397 people have taken shel-
ter, and another 62 distribution
centres have been operational,
it said. PTI
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Bhadohi (UP): A seven-year-old
girl was allegedly raped by her
uncle here, police said Saturday.

The accused, Sahil (22), has
been arrested and the victim sent
for medical examination, they
said.

Sahil called his elder broth-
er's daughter to his room on
Thursday night and allegedly
raped her, Superintendent of
Police (SP) Ram Badan said.

When the parents of the
minor came to know, the
accused fled and was arrested on
Saturday from a railway station,
the SP said.

A case has been lodged
against the accused under rele-
vant sections of the law, he
added. PTI 

�K����K
��
��������
�
����
������������

6/�+H0�0<�<;:13;�+3���;02

Firozabad (UP): The death toll
due to viral fever and dengue
outbreak in this western Uttar
Pradesh district climbed to 51
on Saturday as an 11-year-old
girl succumbed to the disease,
even as central and state offi-
cials reviewed the situation.

Uttar Pradesh Government
officials, including Principal
Secretary (Medical Education)
Alok Kumar,  visited the gov-
ernment medical college here
as well as some affected areas
and inquired about the condi-
tion of patients.

An 11 year-old-girl died
during treatment late in the
evening, acting CMS of the col-

lege Alok Kumar Sharma said.
As many as 179 new

patients were admitted to dif-
ferent wards as well as the new
ward which became opera-
tional on Saturday, while 54
were discharged following
recovery. Till now, a total of 433
patients have been admitted to
the medical college hospital,
Sharma said.

Known for bangles and
glasswork, Firozabad is around
50 km from Agra and 320 km
from state capital Lucknow.

The district has been bat-
tling an outbreak of dengue and
deadly viral fever for the past
two weeks, with most of the

victims being children.
Some similar cases have

also been found in neighbour-
ing Mathura, Agra and
Mainpuri, according to offi-
cials. Meanwhile, district
authorities have launched a
drive to check mosquito breed-
ing.

District Magistrate Chandra
Vijay Singh issued instructions
to officials of the municipal
corporation and the health
department to drain out stag-
nant water. Acting on the order,
the municipal corporation staff
began a door-to-door survey on
Saturday to check for mosqui-
toes breeding. PTI
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From Page 1
The Bhabanipur by-poll will

allow Mamata a chance to become
a member of the State legislative
assembly. Mamata, who lost from
Nandigram in May and is cur-
rently not an MLA, has time
until November to get elected in
order to continue as Chief
Minister. 

After the election results,
Sovandeb Chattopadhyay, the
TMC MLA from Bhabanipur
constituency, vacated the seat to
allow Banerjee to contest from
there. Mamata had won from
Bhabanipur twice since 2011. The
Mamata Banerjee-led TMC reg-
istered a landslide victory in the
April-May Assembly polls, win-
ning 213 seats in the 294-member
West Bengal Assembly. Despite
aggressive campaigning, the BJP
lost the polls but emerged as the
second-largest party with 77 seats.

“... considering the constitu-
tional exigency and special request
from the state of West Bengal, it
has (been) decided to hold by-poll
for AC 159 - Bhabanipur. Much
stricter norms have been kept by
the Commission as an abundant
caution to safeguard from
COVID-19,” the EC said. 

“After taking into considera-
tion the inputs and views of Chief
Secretaries of the concerned states,
and the respective Chief Electoral
Officers, the Commission has
decided not to hold by-polls in
other 31 Assembly constituencies
and 3 Parliamentary constituen-
cies,” it added.

Similarly, polling for three

“deferred adjourned” elections --
in two Assembly seats of West
Bengal and one of Odisha -- will
also be held on September 30 and
counting will be held on October
3. 

Referring to its decision to
hold Assembly polls in
Samserganj and Jangipur of West
Bengal and Pipli of Odisha , the
EC said since candidates and
political parties for these three
seats have already “availed” the
campaign period from April 29 to
May 3 this year, campaigning
will only be allowed from
September 20 in these seats.

Prohibition of pre- and post-
nomination procession, 50 per
cent capacity at outdoor venues
for campaigning, a maximum 20
star campaigners for national and
state recognised parties and a
silence period of 72 hours before
the end of polling are some of the
COVID-19-related restrictions
imposed by the Election
Commission for the bypolls.

Based on inputs received from
States where by-polls are due, the
EC said it has decided not to hold
by-elections in 31 other assembly
constituencies and three parlia-
mentary constituencies in view of
the pandemic situation, floods and
festival season.

During a virtual meet on
Wednesday, the EC had sought to
know from States where by-polls
are due about the situation of
coronavirus pandemic, floods,
law and order scenario and
upcoming festivals.

The EC said that  the chief

secretaries of Andhra Pradesh,
Assam, Bihar, Haryana,  Himachal
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Meghalaya, Rajasthan, Telangana,
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh and
the Adviser of UT of Dadra and
Nagar Haveli and Daman & Diu
brought to its notice the con-
straints related to flood situations,
festivals and the pandemic.

They suggested that it would
be advisable to have by-elections
after the end of the festival season.

“Besides these, some states
have also brought to the notice of
the Commission that Government
of India, various research institu-
tions, technical expert commit-
tees, and professionals have pre-
dicted the possibility of the third
wave of Covid-19 October
onwards,” the poll panel said.
The Odisha chief secretary told
the EC that the Covid situation is
under control and the poll can be
held.

The West Bengal chief sec-
retary informed that the pandemic
is fully under control. He also
brought to the notice that the
flood situation in the state has not
affected the poll-bound assembly
constituencies and the state is fully
geared up to hold the elections.

“He also cited that under
Article 164(4) of the Constitution
of India, a Minister who is not a
member of the Legislature of the
State for a period of six consecu-
tive months shall at the expiration
of that period cease to be a
Minister and there will be a con-
stitutional crisis and vacuum in
the top executive posts in the
Government unless elections are
held immediately,” the
Commission said. 

From Page 1
The Prime Minister called off his

visit to Britain earlier this year to
attend the G-7 summit due to the sec-
ond wave of the corona pandemic
then raging in India.  He could have met
Biden there if the visit had gone as per
schedule.

Foreign Secretary Harsh Shringla is,
at present, in the US holding talks with
his counterparts there to firm up the
Prime Minister’s schedule, sources said.
The top diplomat met Secretary of State
Antony Blinken and Deputy Secretary
Wendy Sherman.  This was the first
high-level discussion between the offi-
cials of the two countries after the with-
drawal of American troops from
Afghanistan on August 31.

Minister of State for External Affairs
Meenakshi Lekhi is in New York to
attend a meeting of the United Nations
Security Council on peacekeeping. 

Besides fast-changing scenario in
Afghanistan, Biden and Modi are also
likely to review the situation in the
Indo-Pacific where China is flexing its
maritime muscle.  Ways to further
strengthen the Quad group may also
figure in the summit between Modi and

Biden, they said. The Quad nations,
including India, the US, Japan, and
Australia, recently held the Malabar
series of naval exercises in Guam in the
western Pacific.

On the Foreign Secretary’s ongoing
visit to the US, Shringla and Sherman
discussed the Afghanistan situation,
strengthening Indo-Pacific coopera-
tion through the Quad, addressing the
climate crisis and the pandemic, and
preparations for upcoming dialogues,
such as the 2+2 Ministerial, said US
State Department spokesperson Ned
Price.

Meanwhile, the 2+2 dialogue
between India and the United States will
be held in November, Shringla said.
“We’re looking at the 2+2 which will
happen in November. The exact dates
are not yet worked out,” Shringla told
a group of Indian reporters at the con-
clusion of his three-day visit to
Washington.

The last meeting of the 2+2 dia-
logue was held in New Delhi and the
next meeting is to be hosted by the US
in Washington.  External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar has also held a
series of telephonic conversations with
his counterpart Blinken

From Page 1
As these certificates have a direct impact on people’s

rights, there is a crucial need to consider the laws and reg-
ulations, including those on data privacy and human
rights.

“If effectively implemented, Covid-19 health status
certificates may contribute to managing the effects of the
current pandemic. Yet, their introduction poses signifi-
cant challenges to data privacy, equality and non-dis-
crimination. The urgency surrounding the adoption of
these measures should not lead to governments rolling
out Covid-19 health status certificates in haste without
the appropriate protection of data privacy and human
rights.

“Policymakers must strike an adequate balance
between protecting the rights and freedoms of all indi-
viduals and safeguarding public interests, while manag-
ing the effects of the pandemic.”

The report emphasised that Covid-19 health status
certificates should be available to all, not only to those
with high levels of digital literacy, and highlighted the risks
of fraud associated with paper-based certificates. The
research also underlined the need for secure applications
and embedded technologies such as QR codes.

Presently, individual nations have developed their own
versions of a Covid passport which has allowed only those
meeting the criteria to travel or participate in that coun-
try. But, with some countries lagging behind with vac-
cinations or using different vaccines, there are concerns
that some could be left behind.

From Page 1
The last halt of the train tour will be Nasik, Hampi and

Rameshwaram, after which the train will return to Delhi on the 17th
day of its journey. During the entire journey, the guest will cover a dis-
tance of roughly 7500 km.

The fully air-conditioned train will provide two types of accom-
modation--- 1st AC and 2nd AC. The train has features including two
fine dining restaurants, a modern kitchen, shower cubicles in coach-
es, sensor-based washroom functions, foot massager. Moreover, each
coach will be equipped with CCTV cameras and security guards.

It will be mandatory for all the guests of age group 18 or above to
get fully vaccinated for the journey, said IRTC. Moreover, the IRTC will
provide a safety kit to all passengers with a face mask, sanitiser and hand
gloves.

From Page 1
The intelligence chief will

spend a day in the Afghan capital,
the Geo News reported.

Border management is anoth-
er important issue that will come
under discussion during the visit
of Hameed, it said.

Pakistan was often accused by
the Afghanistan government of
giving the Taliban military aid, a
charge denied by Islamabad.

The ISI chief ’s trip is the first
high-level visit by a Pakistani offi-
cial since the Taliban took over
Kabul on August 15 in a move that
surprised both their foes and
friends. Since then, the insurgent
group has been trying to form its
government, but has been post-
poning the announcement.

The Taliban have postponed
the formation of a new govern-
ment in Afghanistan for next
week, their spokesman Zabiullah

Mujahid said on Saturday, as the
insurgent group struggles to give
shape to a broad-based and inclu-
sive administration acceptable to
the international community.

This is the second time that the
Taliban have delayed the formation
of the new government in Kabul
since their toppling of the US-
backed Afghanistan government.
The insurgent group was expect-
ed to announce the formation of
the new government led by its co-
founder Mulla Abdul Ghani
Baradar on Friday, but later post-
poned it by a day to Saturday.

Hameed’s visit to Kabul came
as Army chief General Qamar
Javed Bajwa met with British
Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab
earlier in the day and said that
Pakistan will assist in the forma-
tion of an inclusive administration
in Afghanistan.

Raab arrived in Islamabad on
Thursday night to meet top
Pakistani leadership and discuss
the Afghanistan situation. 
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The Centre on Saturday
signed a tripartite agree-

ment with five insurgent
groups of Assam and the
Assam Government to end
years of violence in the Karbi
Anglong region.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, who was present on
the occasion, said the accord
will bring lasting peace and all
round development in Karbi
Anglong. Modi Government is
committed to resolving the
decades-old crisis, ensuring
the territorial integrity of
Assam,” Home Minister Amit
Shah tweeted and posted a
video of the meeting.

The insurgent groups
which signed the peace accord
are: People’s Democratic
Council of Karbi Longri
(PDCK), Karbi Longri NC
Hills Liberation Front
(KLNLF), Karbi People’s
Liberation Tiger (KPLT), Kuki
Liberation Front (KLF) and

United Peoples Liberation
Army (UPLA).

About 1,000 militants
belonging to these groups
have surrendered along with
their arms and have joined the
mainstream.

Shah said the signing of
the Karbi-Anglong Agreement
is another milestone in Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
vision of ‘insurgency-free
prosperous Northeast’.

“Over 1,000 armed cadres
have abjured violence and
joined the mainstream of soci-
ety, which reflects their trust
in Modi ji’s leadership,” he
said.

Shah said that a �1,000
crore development package
wil l  be given to Karbi
Anglong.

“I want to assure everyone
that we will implement this
accord in a time-bound man-
ner,” he said.

The Home Minister said
the Central and State
Governments are committed to

all round development of Karbi
Anglong and there will be
peace in the region.

“We not only sign peace
accords but implement them
within our time too,” he said,
citing the example of similar
peace pacts earlier signed with
other insurgent groups of the
Northeast — the NDFB, NLFT
and Bru groups.

Shah said ever since the
Modi Government came to
power, its focus in the
Northeast is not only to ensure
peace but also overall devel-
opment.

“We have ensured that
there is all round peace, no vio-
lence, no blast, no firing in the
Northeast,” he said.

The accord is significant as
Karbi Anglong, which is the
territory of ethnic Karbi trib-
als, has seen years of violence,
killings and abduction in the
rebels’’ fight for a separate
homeland.

Union Minister and former
Assam Chief Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal, who was
present on the occasion, appre-
ciated the efforts of the Prime
Minister and the Home
Minister in bringing peace in
Assam and the Northeast.

Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma said it
was a historic day as the mili-
tants of these five insurgent
groups will now join main-
stream and work for the devel-
opment of Karbi Anglong.
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Describing the ‘Jan
Aashirwad Yatras’ by the

newly appointed 39 Union
Ministers in the Narendra Modi
Government across several
States as ‘highly successful’, BJP
President J P Nadda on Saturday
claimed that the ‘massive
response’ from the people has
made the Opposition ‘nervous’
and hence, it has sought to put
hurdles in the ‘Yatras’.

The ‘Jan Aashirwad Yatras’,
which began on the
Independence Day and lasted
till August 28, 2021, covered
more than 24,000 kms in 14
days in which over 5,000 pro-
grammes were organised, said
Nadda.

“All these programmes were
highly successful which also
ensured enthusiastic participa-
tion of people from all walks of
life. Entire credit of the success
of the ‘Jan Ashirwad Yatra’ goes
to the people of India”, he said.

These ‘Yatras’ were under-
taken under the instructions of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
after he in his first expansion of
union cabinet in last two years
inducted 39 new ministers in
July 6, dropping many heavy-
weights including Ravishankar
Prasad and Prakash Javadekar.

“The people of India across
the states have heartily wel-

comed the new Ministers and
lauded the Bharatiya Janata
Party government led by the
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
for doing the all-round devel-
opment and progress of India,
said BJP Presided in s statement. 

He said since 2014, Prime
Minister has “worked tirelessly
and with full dedication and
devotion” to serve the people of
the country and to ensure wel-
fare and wellbeing of every sec-
tions of our society. 

He claimed that in the past
7 years “all the calamities and
problems have been converted
into opportunities by the
Narendra Modi government. Be
it the Covid-19 management,
the execution of the world’s
largest and fastest Covid vacci-
nation programme, evacuation
of Indians stuck in any part of
the world or the preservation
and conservation of the great
culture and traditions of our
great country.”

Nadda said ‘Jan Aashirwad
Yatras’ across the country has
left the “Opposition parties dis-
turbed and nervous and they
unsuccessfully tried to disturb
and create hindrances in our
Yatra and programmes.”

“All ploys and disturbances
have failed to shake the strong
support and trust that the peo-
ple have showered on the
Narendra Modi Government.
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The Congress on Saturday
demanded a Supreme

Court-monitored probe into
the alleged manipulation of JEE
Mains examination after the
CBI arrested seven persons in
this connection.

The party also demanded
answers from the Government,
saying the Education Ministry
and the National Testing
Agency (NTA) are responsible
for conducting examinations in
a transparent manner and why
they are not held accountable.

Former Congress presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi said that as
a nation it’s responsibility of all
including the Government owe
the candidates or aspirants a
fair exam. “JEE (Main) Exam
has been breached. Students

appearing for such competitive
exams prepare very hard, bat-
tling difficulties of various
kinds. We, as a nation, owe
them a fair exam,” Rahul tweet-
ed alleging the Modi govern-
ment is now best providing
cover-ups. 

The party’s students’ wing,
NSUI, also announced protests
across the country on Monday
on the issue.

Addressing a joint press
conference, Congress
spokesperson Gourav Vallabh,
Delhi Congress leader Alka
Lamba and NSUI national
president Neeraj Kundan asked
how can students be assured
that such frauds have not hap-
pened in other exams con-
ducted by the NTA.

If one of the most presti-
gious entrance examinations of

the country (JEE) is not spared
by these frauds, then what is
the quality of future profes-
sionals generated, they asked.

“We demand an inquiry
into the entire fraud under the
supervision of a sitting
Supreme Court judge as this is
an issue related to the future of
our country,” Vallabh said at
AICC Press conference.

“Is it not the responsibili-
ty that the government should
ensure that every student out of
22 lakh applicants who
appeared for JEE Main exams
2021 to get a fair chance as their
future is at stake,” he said.

Citing the chronology of
paper leaks, he mentioned
Vyapam, SSC-2017, CBSE
Class X and XII-2018, entrance
exams in Haryana, JEE main
2020 and the latest case.
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The daily Covid-19 case
count has remained above

40,000 for the past few days as
on Saturday update till 8 am,
taking India’s total tally of
infections to touch to
3,29,45,907, while active cases
registered an increase for the
fourth consecutive day,
prompting the Union Health
Ministry to hold a meeting
with North East and Hill States
and UTs asking them to quick-
ly saturate the first dose cov-
erage among the 18+ popula-
tion category in the region.

Union Health Secretary
Rajesh Bhushan chaired the
high-level review 
meeting  with representatives
from Arunachal Pradesh,
Assam, Jammu & Kashmir,
Ladakh, Manipur, Meghalaya,
Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim,
Tripura and Uttarakhand. 

At the outset, the Health
Secretary underlined that they
must also focus on the 60+ age
group. He pointed out that the
coverage of both the doses in
this category is unsatisfactory
in Assam, Manipur, Arunachal

Pradesh, Nagaland and
Meghalaya. The vulnerability of
this age group to Covid-19
makes this exercise of prime
importance, he said.

The attention of the States
was brought to the fact that the
administration of the first dose
has progressively outpaced the
administration of second dose.
It was suggested that States ear-
mark doses, earmark days and
target the completion of the
exercise for these beneficiaries.

States/UTs were also
advised to closely monitor the
stock from State Vaccine Stores
to Cold Chain Point, check
rational distribution and
restrict vaccine 
wastage to below 2%, update
data on eVIN (electronic vac-
cine intelligence network) on a
daily basis, check supply of
other denomination syringes as
per availability for Covid vac-
cination.

While 42,618 people test-
ed positive for coronavirus,
the death toll climbed to
4,40,225 with 330 fresh fatali-
ties, according to the data
updated at 8 am on Saturday.

The daily positivity rate
was recorded 2.50 per cent and

the weekly positivity rate was
2.63 per cent. It has been below
three per cent for the last 71
days.

India’s Covid-19 tally had
crossed the 20-lakh mark on

August 7, 2020, 30 lakh on
August 23, 40 lakh on
September 5 and 50 lakh on
September 16. It went past 60
lakh on September 28, 70 lakh
on October 11, crossed 80 lakh

on October 29, 90 lakh on
November 20 and surpassed
the one-crore mark on
December 19, two crore on
May 4 and three crore on June
23.
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From Saturday, people trav-
elling from India to Turkey

will be required to submit a
negative Covid-19 report from
the RT-PCR test done not
more than 72 hours before
arrival. Those who have been
inoculated by a World Health
Organization (WHO)-
approved vaccine will be
exempt from the 14-day quar-
antine rule upon arrival in
Turkey. 

In addition to WHO-
approved vaccines, the vac-
cines approved by the Turkish
Government are Pfizer
Biotech, Sputnik V and
Sinovac. A traveller must have
taken the second dose (if
Johnson & Johnson one dose
is sufficient) at least 14 days
prior to the date of travel.

This means those who
have been inoculated with
Covishield vaccine can trav-
el to Turkey. Those who got
Covaxin dose will have to
wait as it is not approved for
emergency use by the WHO
so far.

“Effective from Saturday,
passengers travelling from

India to Turkey or those who
have been in India within the
14 days will need to undergo
a negative report from a RT-
PCR test taken within 72
hours before arrival.
Passengers who certify that
they have had at least two
doses (single dose for
Johnson & Johnson) of the
vaccines approved for emer-
gency use by the World
Health Organisation (WHO)
or Turkey provided that at
least 14 days have passed
since the last dose will be
exempted from mandatory
quarantine,” Turkey Embassy
in New Delhi said in an
updated travelling rule on

Saturday.
“Passengers under the

age of 12 will be exempted
from PCR test and vaccina-
tion certificate applications
on entr y,”  the Turkish
embassy said in a tweet
Saturday.

Non-vaccinated travel-
ers are required to undergo
mandatory quarantine for
10 days in a hotel or a loca-
tion mentioned in the dec-
laration. Passengers who 
cannot provide the above
mentioned certificate will be
quarantined in their resi-
dence or the address they
will declare, the Embassy
said.
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The Border Security Force
(BSF) has apprehended a

Bangladeshi Inspector of
Dhaka Metropolitan Police
while he was moving suspi-
ciously inside the Indian terri-
tory in the general area of
Changrabandha in
Coochbehar district of West
Bengal.

Later, he was identified as
Md Seikh Sohel Rana, 46, of
Gimadanga, Gopalganj dis-
trict (Bangladesh). Four debit
cards, USD 20, Euro 15,  two
high end mobile phones with
Bangladeshi SIM and few
medicines were recovered
from his possession. He has
been handed over to the local
police for further action.

During the preliminary
questioning, he revealed that
he started his journey from
Dhaka by bus on September 2

and reached Patgram in
Lalmonirhat district and he
crossed over the Indo-
Bangladesh border the next
day at about 12. 30 PM with
the help of one Bangladeshi
tout namely Babu of Patgram
(Bangladesh) by paying him
Taka 10,000. He was arrested
on September 3.

Rana joined Dhaka
Metropolitan Police as a Sub-
Inspector in 2003. He was

placed under suspension
along with 21 other police
personnel from 2003-2008
and his suspension was
revoked in 2008.

Rana also revealed that his
destination was Kathmandu,
Nepal. The apprehended
Bangladeshi Police Inspector
along with seized items has
been handed over to Police
Station Mekhliganj for further
legal action, it added.
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Excessive usage of digital
devices by children during

the ongoing pandemic causing
vision problems has drawn the
attention of Vice President
Venkaiah Naidu who has called
upon the government, parents
and teachers to urgently address
the issue.

At the Silver Jubilee cele-
brations of Sri Ramakrishna
Sevashrama after inaugurating a
new block of Sri Sharadadevi
Eye Hospital and Research
Centre at Pavagada, he noted
many children use devices
around the clock for both school
and play. This, combined with
delayed vision screenings during
the pandemic, has created a heap
of issues for children’s eyesight.

“We all are living in a digi-
tal age with tons of information
available online. While tech-
nology is phenomenally bene-
fitting people across the globe,
however, like everything else it
comes with its own set of advan-
tages and disadvantages. When
it comes to children a lot has

changed for them, now every-
thing they need is just one click
away, be it books, games, activ-
ities, or connecting with friends,”
he said.

During the ongoing pan-
demic, these digital devices are
helping students to continue
with their education without any
interruption. The flip side is that
gadget addiction among chil-
dren is on the rise and is an issue
which needs to be addressed by
parents and teachers.

Also, due to the increased
screen time, problems like eye
strain, dry eyes and irritation
are believed to be increasing
among children. Therefore,
while using technology, it
should also be ensured that it
does not give rise to health
issues or those of excessive
dependence. Hence, we need to
regulate our usage of digital
devices and be particularly
mindful of this fact in the case
of children, the Vice President
further said.

Drawing attention to the
major health challenge of
corneal blindness, Naidu quot-

ed the National Blindness sur-
vey (2015-19) and said that in
India, approximately 68 lakh
people suffer from corneal
blindness in at least one eye and
of these around 10 lakh people
are blind in both their eyes.

“The National Blindness
and Visual Impairment Survey
2019 reported that corneal
blindness was the leading cause
of blindness among patients
aged less than 50 years in India,
accounting for 37.5% of the
cases and was the second lead-
ing cause of blindness among
patients above the age of 50
years,” he added.

He urged the Government
and private sector to build dis-
abled-friendly infrastructure as
it would benefit people with
disabilities in a big way. He said
that every public building and
utility must be equipped with
facilities for differently abled
persons. “There are guidelines
already in place for disabled
friendly infrastructure therefore
all the local bodies and state
governments must enforce
them,” he added.
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Ahead of the Assembly polls
next year, the Samyukta

Kisan Morcha (SKM) protest-
ing against the three farm laws,
has organised a mega maha-
panchayat on Sunday in Uttar
Pradesh’s Muzaffarnagar,
known as the Jat belt to
mobilise farmers against the
Modi Government.

According to farmer lead-
ers, discussions will be held on
issues concerning farmers,
including the contentious three
laws passed by the Centre last
year but the main focus will be
to mobilise farmers especially
Jat community against Yogi
and Modi Governments anti
farmers policies.

In a statement, the SKM
said that they will launch
Mission Uttar Pradesh -
Uttarakhand, for spreading the
farmers’ movement all over
these states against the anti-
farmer BJP, for repeal of three

anti-farmer laws, withdrawal of
Electricity Amendment Bill
2020, and to fulfill the demand
for legal guarantee of purchase
at MSP at one and a half times
the comprehensive cost for all
agricultural products.

The farmers’ leader said
that the Mahapanchayat will
make the Yogi-Modi
Governments realize the power
of the farmers, farm labourers,
and supporters of the farm
movement.
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In a departure from the past,
the Indian Army is engaged

in training with the paramili-
tary forces. A batch of Indian
Army is currently receiving
training in “public order and
crowd management” at the
Rapid Action Force Academy
for Public Order (RAPO)
before moving on for the
United Nations assignments. 

The Army and the para-
military don’t mix their train-
ings.

RAPO is the first and only
of its kind training institute in
the field of riot control, crowd
management and public order
management in the country
and there is a pact with 138
countries for exchange training
programs. 

Ever since its inception, the
RAPO, which is a unit of the
elite RAF, has been imparting
training to States and UT police
force including Delhi Police
and other paramilitary forces,
but never had Army personnel
within its campus for training
except for a brief program in
2019.

Beginning last week, a
batch of Indian Army has been
getting lessons on public order
by the highly trained and qual-
ified instructors of RAPO
drawn from CRPF and RAF.
The unit is to be deputed at
Sudan as part of the UN peace
keeping mission.

“The academy is being
developed as the center of
excellence to enhance the capa-
bility of the different Police
force personnel in Public Order
management and also for train-
ing, Research and
Development on the concept,”

said DIG RAPO Akhilesh
Kumar Singh.

Police personnel from
across the world which
includes Central  armed police
forces of India, police force of
various states in India includ-
ing Union Territories of Jammu
and Kashmir, are being trained
at the academy in various sub-
jects, with focus on public
order.

“Since inception, the RAF
Academy has trained 14318
men in uniform on various
subjects which include crowd
management, media manage-
ment, human rights, legal
aspects concerning police per-
sonnel in India,” said Akhilesh,
who is also the recipient of
President of India Medal for
Distinguished Services in 2018. 

The faculty at RAPO is
highly experienced personnel
of RAF/CRPF and have been
pooled in with varied educa-
tional  backgrounds to match
the requirements of RAPO to
optimise competency as well as
international standards.

Myanmar police was the
first foreign police batch to be
trained in the RAF Academy in

December 2019 followed by
Zimbabwe police in March,
2020. 

The academy also con-
ducts pre induction training for
MFPU and FFPU personnel for
various UN missions abroad. 

“Maintaining the highest
traditions of CRPF,  three
courses are presently running
at this institute,” said Akhilesh.
Spread across 25 acres, the
RAPO was inaugurated by for-
mer Home Minister Sushil
Kumar Shinde in November
2013. 

The Academy received for-
mal approval by the MHA on
November, 2019 with a sanc-
tioned strength of 201 person-
nel with an officer of the rank
of DIG as the head of the insti-
tution.
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Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) chief Sharad Pawar

on Saturday charged that the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
was never misused in the past
as much as it was being done
now by the Narendra Modi
Government to target its polit-
ical opponents not just in
Maharashtra but the entire
country.

Talking to media persons
in Pune, Pawar said: “The ED
has been misused as it is being
done now by the BJP-led NDA
Government to bring its polit-
ical opponents to their knees.
This is not happening in just
Maharashtra but is happening
in the states like Punjab,
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh
and various southern states”.

Pawar was responding to

questions relating to the inves-
tigations launched by the ED
against Maharashtra’s former
Home Minister Anil
Deshmukh, former Minister
and NCP leader  Eknath
Khadse, Shiv Sena leaders
Pratap Sarnaik and Anil Parab.

Pawar’s comment came a
day after the ED filed a charge-
sheet against Khadse, his wife
Mandakini and son-in-law
Girish Chaudhary in the

alleged money laundering in
the much-discussed Pune land
deal.

It may be recalled that
Chaudary was arrested by the
ED for offences allegedly com-
mitted by him under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).

This is for the first time
that the Pawar has slammed the
Centre for “misusing” the CBI
and ED to harass its political
opponents.

Defending his party leader
and former State Home
Minister Anil Desdhmukh,
Pawar had said in the past: “he
raids are aimed at harassing
Deshmukh. This is a new polit-
ical pattern adopted by the
Centre. The agencies will get
nothing. We are not at all wor-
ried by this kind of investiga-
tion”.

��
����������
��+"���
��������!!�
�
��0�&�/��

%�������	��������� 2+�4/

There has been no let up in
Kerala's face off with Covid-19

for the sixth day in succession.  A
release issued by Veena George,
Health Minister said that out of the
1.69 lakh samples tested on
Saturday, 29,682 were diagnosed
with Covid-19.

The Test Positivity Rate too
remained high at 17.54 per cent. The
last 24 hours saw 142 patients suc-
cumbing to the pandemic and the
death toll till  sate reached 
21,422.

The State also saw 132 health
workers getting infected with the
pandemic while the number of
patients undergoing treatment
across the State crossed 2.5 lakh.

Thrissur (3,474) topped the list
of districts with high number of
Covid-patients as on Saturday.
Ernakulam (3,456), Malappuram
(3166) and Kozhikode (2,950) were

the other districts with high num-
ber of patients.

Students of Calicut University
are a worried lot as their semester
examinations begin on September
9. “Thrissur, Malappuram,
Kozhikode and Palakkadu, the dis-
tricts coming under Calicut
University’s jurisdiction have an
unusual number of Covid-19
patients . Though 150 LLB students
in Government Law College are
appearing for the semester exami-
nation, we are in the dark about how
the examination would be held
during this pandemic,” said Vijaya
Kumar, a first year LLB student in
the college. He said commuting to
Thrissur or staying in hotels or
lodges during this pandemic are
filled with risk.

At the time of going to Press, the
students were seriously considering
approaching the Chancellor and
Vice Chancellor to postpone the
examinations at least by a month.
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Knitwear units of Tiruppur,
struggling because of a

host of issues like Covid-19,
non-availability of containers
and ships to export the finished
products and the economic
slowdown have approached
the Union Government with a
request to hasten up the reim-
bursement of the Rebate of
State and Central Taxes and
Levies (ROSCTL) which would
help them sail through the
present crisis.

“The ROSCTL is popular-
ly known as embedded taxes
like cess on power, tariff on
petro products and tax on
transport which are offered
back to the Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises in the
form of scrips. We are free to

sell it in market or pawn it as
surety in banks and mobilize
some funds for meeting our
urgent financial commitments,”
said S Sakthivel, executive sec-
retary, Tiruppur Exporters
Association, the umbrella
organisation representing all
knitwear units in Tiruppur.

Raja M Shanmugham,
president, TEA, said that the
knitwear exports sector in
Thirupur, comprising 95 per
cent of the units in MSME  cat-
egory has been impacted by the
second wave of Covid-19 and
was struggling to meet their
statutory financial commit-
ments in every month.

“The total readymade gar-
ment (woven and knitwear)
exports from India between
January 1, 2021 and 31st
August 2021 was �75,250 crore
and the ROSCTL pending

claim to the garment sector was
�3,750 crore. The Thiruppur
units have to get �850 crore out
of this amount,” said
Sghanmugham.

The TEA president dis-
closed that he has written to M
Ajit Kumar, chairman, Central
Board of Indirect taxes and
Customs seeking help to the
TEA units to tide over the dif-
ficulties being experienced by
the knitwear garment export-
ing units in the challenging
global business environment.

Though faced by the a
series of challenges, the TEA is
working overtime to emerge as
the fashion capital of India in
manufacturing casual wears of
global standards and had
launched a massive skill devel-
opment programme in associ-
ation with union textile min-
istry.
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Mahoba (UP): A 17-year-old
girl was allegedly gangraped by
three men who kept her locked
in a room for a day, police here
said on Saturday.

The teen, who works in a
private company, was sexually
assaulted on Thursday and
made her escape on Friday
while she was being taken to
another place, police said.
Efforts are on to nab the
accused who fled the
area.

On Thursday, she was
taken by a man, an employee at
a nearby dak bungalow, to a
room in a deserted area where
she was raped by him and two
of his friends, Station House
Officer at Mahoba's Kotwali
police station Balram Singh
said.

The girl also alleged that
they made a video of her, he
said.  The men locked her
inside after raping her and
went out, he said. PTI

Bengaluru: Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj
Bommai on  Saturday said the Government has still not
considered reopening schools for classes 1 to 5, and
guidelines will be issued once again to restrict organ-
ising large-scale events and rallies, in view of violation
of Covid-19 protocols.

"No, we have not considered it yet. We will see how
things will function with class 6,7 and 8, and based on
that we will take further decisions," Bommai told
reporters in response to a question on reopening school
for classes 1-5.

The government has already allowed reopening of
schools for students from class 9 to 12 since August 23,
and class 6,7 and 8 will reopen from September 6.

To a question about large-scale events, rallies linked
to political parties taking place despite restrictions,
Bommai said, "we are taking all these things seriously,
as few such events have taken place, we will once again
announce guidelines for such events." Several incidents
of events or meetings by political parties, including by
the ruling BJP which organised "Jan Ashirwad Yatras"
across the state, has witnessed a large-scale gathering
of people, in violation of Covid-19 protocols, and they
have come under intense criticism. PTI
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Come October 7, new Chipi
Airport in Sindhudurg dis-

trict of coastal Konkan region
will go on the country’s air-
map. Chipi airport will be the
14th airport in Maharashtra.

Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray will formally throw
open the Chipi airport for air
traffic on Tuesday.  Initially,
intra-state flights will be oper-
ated from this airport. Later on,
the Chipi airport will offer
inter-state connectivity to Goa,
Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu
and a couple of other states.

After meeting the chief
minister, Shiv Sena MP
Vinayak Raut made a formal
announcement about the inau-
guration of Chipi Airport on
social media.  

Constructed at a cost of Rs
520 crore under Design-Build-
Finance-Operate-Transfer
(DBFOT) model, the Chipi
Airport – first-ever airport
constructed in the coastal

Konkan region –will initially
offer flights to Mumbai, Pune,
Nashik and Nagpur.

Incidentally, Sindhudurg
where Chipi airport is located
is the home district of BJP
leader and current Union
Minister of Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises (MSMEs)

More than two years ago,
the then Chief Minister
Devendra and the former Civil
Aviation Minister Suresh
Prabhu had inaugurated the
new terminal building and
other facilities at the Greenfield

Airport as flights under the
UDAN scheme were expected
to be launched from there.
However, the launch of air
traffic from the Chipi Airport
was delayed afterwards.

The airport has a runway
of 2500 metre length and 45
metre width, which can be
extended by another 1,000
metres. The airport airport
can handle up to 400 passen-
gers or two flights per hour
with an estimated annual
capacity over a million pas-
sengers. 

The airport can handle
aircraft like A-320 and B-737
which would give a huge fillip
to tourism in Konkan, known
for its long and picturesque
coastline, dazzling beaches, big
and small rivers, creeks, abun-
dant greenery and natural
beauty, ancient temples, sea and
land forts, a rich cultural her-
itage, unique lifestyle and major
historical landmarks. 

Developed by the IRB
Sindhudurg Airport Pvt Ltd., a
SPV, the Maharashtra

Industrial Development
Corporation (MIDC) is the
nodal agency that facilitated
and supervised  the entire pro-
ject.

The Chipi Airport is
expected to create more job
opportunities and give a boost
to the regional economy, con-
sidering that the Maharashtra
Government has announced
plans to develop the coastal
Konkan as a major tourist and
business-cum-leisure travel
hub.

Siddharthanagar (UP): (PTI)
With parts of Uttar Pradesh
grappling with floods, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath on
Saturday said the life of every
citizen is very valuable and his
Government stands with all
people of the State.

Addressing a gathering at
Shahpur Mandi Parishad in
Domariyaganj tehsil here, the
CM said the flood-affected
people are being provided with
ration.

He also asked officials to
prepare a list of farmers whose
crops were destroyed due to the
deluge so that they can be pro-
vided financial assistance.

Adityanath had said on
Friday that a total of 15 districts
in the State have been affected
by the deluge -- the third wit-
nessed by the state this year. He
had also conducted an aerial
survey of the flood-hit areas in
Gonda, Bahraich and
Balrampur districts.

The CM said on Saturday
that for the past two weeks,
owing to heavy rains in Nepal,
the water levels in rivers Rapti
and Burhi Rapti have increased,
leading to the flooding of near-

by areas. Every effort is being
made to provide help to the
people of Domariyaganj and
Naugarh tehsil.

"The life of every citizen is
very valuable and the govern-
ment stands with all citizens.
The flood-affected people are
being given 10 kg rice, 2 kg
pulses, salt, wheat flour, spices,
edible oil and other necessary
things. The provision of fodder
has also been made for ani-
mals," Adityanath said.

He said the National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) and other forces have
been deployed for carrying
out relief and rescue operations.
Instructions have been given

that people should be provid-
ed nutritious food.

Adityanath directed offi-
cials to prepare a list of farm-
ers whose crops were destroyed
due to the floods and provide
them financial assistance.

He said people whose
houses were damaged in the
floods would be provided new
ones under the 'Mukhyamantri
Awas Yojana'.

"The flood-affected fami-
lies are being provided ration
and oral rehydration solutions
(ORS) as they are vulnerable to
ailments such as dehydration
and diarrhoea due to flooding.
Dry ration is being given and
meals are being provided
through community kitchens,"
he said. Snake venom anti-
dote and anti-rabies vaccines
are being supplied to the flood-
ed areas, he also said.

The Chief Minister cau-
tioned the people against
spread of vector-borne and
water-borne diseases once
flood water recedes and
appealed to them to join the
State Government's special san-
itation drive from September 5
to 12. PTI 

Lucknow: Bahujan Samaj Party
chief Mayawati has questioned
the findings of a pre-poll sur-
vey by a private TV channel,
saying the survey was “spon-
sored, misleading, mischie-
vous and lacks credibility”.

She said even as the popu-
larity of the Bharatiya Janata
party had nosedived due to
massive dislocation in econo-
my due to pandemic, the sur-
vey had predicted over 40 per-
cent vote for the BJP in the
2022 UP assembly elections.

“The survey lacks credi-
bility. In 2007 UP assembly
elections, despite the wave in
favour of the Bahujan Samaj
Party, the pre poll surveys had
predicted that BSP will emerge
as the single largest party. The
poll results proved them wrong
and the Bahujan Samaj party
got a clear majority,” Mayawati
said in a statement here on
Saturday.

Mayawati said the BSP
cadre was trained and ready to
deal with conspiracies and
people would not be misled by
a sponsored campaign by the
media.

She said the sole purpose of
the survey appeared to be to
project the BJP as the strongest
contender to win the 2022
assembly election. She said the
BSP accepted the challenge
and after the survey the BSP
cadre was working for the
assembly election with more
devotion and 
determination.

“I trust my cadre and as the
election draws close, such mis-
leading campaigns and con-
spiracies will only grow loud
and shrill. There is nothing new
as this kind of malicious cam-
paign is always launched by the
media to break the morale of
the BSP ahead of the elections,”
Mayawati said.  PNS
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&% Amaravati: Andhra Pradesh

reported 1,502 fresh Covid-19
cases, 1,525 recoveries and 16
deaths in the 24 hours ending 9
AM on Saturday. The State's
Covid-19chart showed a total of
20,19,702 positives, 19,90,916
recoveries and 13,903 deaths so
far. A health department bulletin
said the number of active cases
stood at 14,883.

SPS Nellore district report-
ed the highest with 260 fresh
cases, Chittoor 208, East
Godavari 191, Prakasam 152,
West Godavari 146, Guntur
143, Krishna 129 and Kadapa
113 in 24 hours.              

The remaining five districts
added less than 70 new cases
each. Chittoor  reported four
fresh fatalities, Krishna and
West Godavari three each, East
Godavari and Guntur two each,
Kurnool and Prakasam one
each in a day. PTI 
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PDP president Mehbooba
Mufti on Saturday said the

Centre's claim that people of
Jammu & Kashmir now enjoy
equal rights is a "barefaced lie"
and the ease with which it
imposes a "complete siege" in
the valley every time it antici-
pates a reaction is 
distressing and deeply insensi-
tive.

Her remarks come after
authorities snapped mobile
telephone services, except on
BSNL's postpaid, and internet
services, except on BSNL's
Broadband and Fiber, on
Wednesday night immediately
after the death of hardline sep-
aratist leader Syed Ali Shah
Geelani.

"GOI's dubious claims that
people of J&K now enjoy equal
rights is a barefaced lie as

truth is that even their basic
human rights dead or alive are
suspended with pervasive
impunity (sic)," Mehbooba said
on Twitter.

The former Chief Minister
of the erstwhile state said the
ease with which the
Government of India imposes
a "complete siege", including
communications blackout, in
Kashmir every time it antici-
pates a reaction from people is
distressing and deeply insensi-
tive.

"Their misadventure of
creating fear and suppression to
eliminate a sentiment is
counter productive since feel-
ings and emotions don't dissi-
pate or vanish into thin air. 

These feelings of betrayal,
subjugation and anger are
absorbed and passed on from
one generation to the next," she
tweeted.
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The CBI on Saturday arrested a Principal
Chief Engineer of Rail Coach Factory,

Kapurthala for demanding and accepting a
bribe of �1 lakh from the complainant.

A case was earlier registered by the CBI
against Principal Chief Engineer, Rail Coach
Factory, Kapurthala, Suresh Chand Meena on
a complaint.

“It was alleged that the complainant (a con-
tractor who undertakes  works  related to civil
and horticulture of Rail Coach Factory,
Kapurthala) met the Principal Chief Engineer,
RCF, Kapurthala in connection with ten-
der/payment related work in his office. During
the said meeting, the accused allegedly
demanded bribe at the rate of 1 % of gross pay-
ments received by the complainant's firm in lieu
of completed tender work and also for further
continuation of contract work,” the CBI said
in a statement.

The CBI laid a trap in Kapurthala and
caught the accused red handed while demand-
ing and accepting the bribe of 
�1 lakh.

Searches were conducted at the office and
residential premises of the accused at
Kapurthala and Jaipur which led to recovery
of incriminating documents, it said.

The arrested accused was produced in the
Court of Special Judge, CBI cases, Mohali
(Punjab) and was remanded to 14 days judi-
cial custody. 
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The daily Covid-19 deaths
dropped below three digits for

the fourth day in a week in
Maharashtra on Saturday, as the
fatalities went down to 64 in the State.

On a day when the daily infec-
tions dipped to 4,130 as against 4,313
cases recorded on Friday, the daily
deaths dropped from 92 on Friday to
64 on Saturday.

The somewhat consistent drop in
the number of daily deaths during
the current week has come as a relief
to the health authorities.  ‘

After the daily deaths dropped to
52 on August 30 (Monday), the daily
fatalities remained below 100 mark
for three more days during the week
–55 deaths on September 2, 92
deaths on September 3 and 64 deaths
on September 4. 

However, in between on Augfust
31 and September 1, there were 104
and 183 deaths respectively in the
state.

With 64 fresh deaths reported on
Monday, the total number of deaths
in the state increased from 1,37,643
to 1,37,707, while the total  infections
-- with 4,130  new cases – went up
from 64,77,987 to 
64,82,117.

As 2,506 patients were dis-
charged from the hospitals across the
state after full recovery, the total
number of people discharged from

the hospitals since the second week
of March last year increased from
62,86,345 to 62,88,851. The recovery
rate in the state dropped from 97.04
per cent to 97.02 per cent.

The total “active cases” in the
state increased from 50,466 to 52,025.
The fatality rate in the State stood sta-
tic at 2.12 per cent.    

Pune with 15469 active cases
emerged as the first in the state in
terms of maximum number of
“active cases” in the State, while

Thane with 7,171 cases stood second
in the state, followed by Satara
(6,175),  Ahmednagar (5,051),
Mumbai (4031),  Sangli (3,537) and
Solapur (2,689).

Of the 5,46,60,825  samples sent
to various laboratories across the
state so far, 64,82,117 have tested pos-
itive (11.86  per cent) for Covid-19
until Saturday.

Currently, 3,02,196 people are in
home quarantine while 2,013 people
are in institutional quarantine.
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Bone-tired like everyone else
in Kabul, Taliban fighters

spent the last moments of the
20-year Afghanistan war
watching the night skies for the
flares that would signal the
United States was gone. From
afar, US generals watched video
screens with the same antici-
pation.

Relief washed over the
war's winners and the losers
when the final US plane took
off.

For those in between and
left behind — possibly a major-

ity of the allied Afghans who
sought US clearance to escape
— fear spread about what
comes next, given the Taliban's
history of ruthlessness and
repression of women. And for
thousands of US officials and
volunteers working around the
world to place Afghan refugees,
there is still no rest.

As witnessed by The
Associated Press in Kabul and
as told by people The AP inter-
viewed from all sides, the war
ended with episodes of brutal-
ity, enduring trauma, a massive
if fraught humanitarian effort
and moments of grace.

Enemies for two decades
were thrust into a bizarre col-
laboration, joined in a common
goal — the Taliban and the
United States were united in
wanting the United States out.
They wanted, too, to avoid
another deadly terrorist attack.
Both sides had a stake in mak-
ing the last 24 hours work.

In that stretch, the
Americans worried that
extremists would take aim at
the hulking, helicopter-swal-
lowing transport planes as they
lifted off with the last US
troops and officials. Instead, in
the green tint of night-vision
goggles, the Americans looked
down to goodbye waves from
Taliban fighters on the tarmac.

The Taliban had worried
that the Americans would rig
the airport with mines. Instead
the Americans left them with
two useful fire trucks and func-
tional front-end loaders along
with a bleak panorama of self-

sabotaged US military machin-
ery.

After several sleepless
nights from the unrelenting
thunder of US evacuation
flights overhead, Hemad
Sherzad joined his fellow
Taliban fighters in celebration
from his post at the airport.

“We cried for almost an
hour out of happiness,” Sherzad
told The AP. “We yelled a lot —
even our throat was in pain.”
In the Pentagon operations
centre just outside Washington
at the same time, you could
hear a pin drop as the last C-
17 took off. You could also hear
sighs of relief from the top mil-
itary officials in the room,
even through COVID masks.
President Joe Biden, deter-
mined to end the war and fac-
ing widespread criticism for his
handling of the withdrawal, got
the word from his national
security adviser during a meet-
ing with aides.

“I refused to send another
generation of America's sons
and daughters to fight a war
that should have ended long
ago,” he said.

Gen Mark Milley, chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, was among those watch-
ing at the Pentagon. “All of us
are conflicted with feelings of
pain and anger, sorrow and
sadness," he said later, “com-
bined with pride and
resilience.”

It was a harrowing 24 hours,
capped Monday by the final C-
17 takeoff at 11:59 pm in 
Kabul. 
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The Taliban have postponed
the formation of a new

Government in Afghanistan
for next week, their spokesman
Zabiullah Mujahid said on
Saturday, as the insurgent
group struggles to give shape to
a broad-based and inclusive
administration acceptable to
the international community.

The insurgent group was
expected to announce on
Saturday the formation of the
new Government in Kabul,
likely to be led by the outfit's
co-founder Mulla Abdul Ghani
Baradar. This is the second that
the Taliban have delayed the
formation of the new govern-
ment in Kabul since they seized
Kabul on August 15.

"The announcement about
the new Government and
Cabinet members will now be
made next week," Mujahid said
without giving further details.

Khalil Haqqani, a member
of a committee constituted by
the Taliban to negotiate talks
with different groups over the
formation of the government,
said the Taliban's bid to form
a broad-based government in
Kabul acceptable to the world,
in fact, is causing the delay.

"The Taliban can form a
government of their own but
they are now focussing to have
an administration in which all
parties, groups and sections of
the society have proper repre-
sentation," he said, acknowl-
edging that "the Taliban alone

will not be acceptable to the
world."

Former Afghan premier
and head of Jamiat e Islami
Afghanistan Gulbuddin
Hekmatyar and brother of for-
mer Afghan President Ashraf
Ghani, who have announced
their support to the Taliban, will
be given representation in the
Taliban government, he said.

The Taliban are also in the
process of negotiating with
other stakeholders to seek their
support for their government,
he added.

Earlier, sources said that
Baradar, the Chairman of the
Taliban's Political Office in
Doha, Qatar, is likely to be the
head of the Taliban govern-
ment in Kabul.

US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken on Friday said
that America and the interna-
tional community expect the
Taliban in Afghanistan to form
an inclusive government with
representations from different
communities and fulfil its com-
mitments like countering ter-
rorism, respecting the rights of
women and minorities and

not engaging in reprisal.
“As we've said and as coun-

tries around the world have said,
there is an expectation that any
government that emerges now
will have some real inclusivity,
and that it will have non-Talibs
in it who are representative of
different communities and dif-
ferent interests in Afghanistan,”
Blinken told reporters ahead of
his important visit to Doha
where the political office of the
Taliban is based.

"The expectation is to see
inclusivity in government, but
ultimately the expectation is to
see a government that makes
good on commitments that
the Taliban have made, partic-
ularly in freedom of travel, not
allowing Afghanistan to be
used as a launching ground for
terrorism directed at the US or
any of the allies and partners,
upholding the basic rights of
the Afghan people, including
women and minorities, and not
engaging in reprisals," Blinken
said.

UK Foreign Secretary
Dominic Raab, who was in
Pakistan on Friday, said the

Taliban had made a series of
undertakings, "some of them
are positive at the level of
words" but there was a need to
test whether they translated
into deeds. 

In New Delhi, Ministry of
External Affairs spokesperson
Arindam Bagchi said India's
immediate focus in
Afghanistan was to ensure that
Afghan soil is not used for ter-
rorist activities against it and it
was still "very early days" to talk
about any possible recognition
of the Taliban.

Earlier this week, the
envoy to Qatar Deepak Mittal
held talks with a senior Taliban
leader in Doha.

"We used the opportunity
to convey our concerns
whether it is in getting people
out (from Afghanistan) or on
the issue of terrorism. We
received a positive response,"
Bagchi said.  

Responding to a question
about the recent meeting that
India's Ambassador in Qatar
had with a senior Taliban
leader in Doha, Foreign
Secretary Harsh Vardhan
Shringla, who was in
Washington on Friday, said: “In
our statement, we have said
that we have told them that we
want them to be cognizant of
the fact that there should be no
terrorism that emanates from
their territory  against us, or
other countries; that we want
them to be mindful of the sta-
tus of women, minorities and
so on so forth. 

United Nations: The United
Nations chief will convene a min-
isterial meeting in Geneva on
September 13 to seek a swift scale-
up in funding to address the grow-
ing humanitarian crisis in
Afghanistan, where nearly half the
country's 38 million people need
assistance.

U.N. Spokesman Stephane
Dujarric made the announcement
Friday and said Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres will also appeal
“for full and unimpeded humani-
tarian access to make sure Afghans
continue to get the essential services
they need.”

Dujarric said the U.N. Appeal
for USD1.3 billion for 2021 to help
more than 18 million people is just
40per cent funded, leaving a
USD766 million deficit.

“Afghanistan faces a looming
humanitarian catastrophe,” the
U.N. Spokesman said. 

“One in three Afghans do not
know where their next meal will
come from. Nearly half of all chil-
dren under the age of 5 are pre-
dicted to be acutely malnourished
in the next 12 months.”

Earlier Friday, Dujarric said the
secretary-general is “very grateful for
the generosity” of Denmark,
Kazakhstan, North Macedonia,
Pakistan, Poland, Qatar, the United
Arab Emirates and the United States
for making available facilities and
transport for the temporary reloca-
tion of U.N. Staff in Afghanistan.

AP
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The Biden administration is
quietly pressing Pakistan to

cooperate on combating dread-
ed terrorist groups such as the
ISIS-K and Al Qaeda following
the Taliban takeover of

Afghanistan, according to a set
of leaked documents and diplo-
matic cables to a prominent US
media outlet.  

The Dawn newspaper on
Saturday carried a report quot-
ing a news report published on
Friday by the Politico on a slew

of diplomatic messages
exchanged between
Washington and Islamabad
recently after the Taliban insur-
gents seized power in neigh-
bouring Afghanistan. 

The messages show that
"the Biden administration is
quietly pressing Pakistan to
cooperate on fighting terrorist
groups such as ISIS-Khorasan
and Al Qaeda in the wake of
the Taliban takeover of
Afghanistan," the Politico,
which obtained the sensitive
but unclassified cables and
other written materials, report-
ed.

Washington: US military bases housing Afghanistan
evacuees are building their own city-type leadership
organisations to deal with sanitation, food and other
challenges as the numbers of Afghans coming into the
U.S. Grows.

Air Force General Glen VanHerck, who heads U.S.
Northern Command, said there were more than 25,000
Afghan evacuees being housed at the eight bases as of
Friday. 

He acknowledged there have been problems as the
bases grapple with language, cultural and other issues.

He told Pentagon reporters that he's "building eight
small cities, we're going to have challenges.” 

He said the bases have designated a military offi-
cer as a “mayor” to be in charge of a couple dorms or
housing units and an Afghan counterpart who can com-
municate about any ongoing issues. 

He said Northern Command has asked the
Defense Department for additional linguists who are
fluent and can speak with the Afghans.

The U.S. Military will eventually be able to house as
many as 50,000 Afghanistan evacuees at the eight bases
around the country and won't likely need to tap additional
facilities, said VanHerck, who is also the head of the North
American Aerospace Defense Command (NORAD),

Afghans at the bases are divided, with single males and
single females in separate housing, and families walled off
in their own sections where possible to provide privacy.

So far, he said, there have been few problems with
evacuees testing positive for COVID-19, and he has
heard of no serious security problems.

A defense official said the number of Afghans at
each of the eight bases will fluctuate over time, but as
of Friday the approximate totals were: Fort McCoy,
Wisc., 8,800; Fort Bliss, Texas, 6,200; Fort Lee, Va., 1,700;
Joint Base McGuire–Dix–Lakehurst, N.J., 3,700;
Holloman Air Force Base, N.M., 650; Marine Corps
Base Quantico, Va., 800; Fort Pickett, Va., 3,650 and
Camp Atterbury, Ind., 65. AP

Kabul: A woman activist who par-
ticipated in a protest in Kabul seek-
ing political rights under Taliban rule
was seen in a video with a head injury,
blood streaming
down her face.

A c t i v i s t
Nargis Saddat
alleged that she
was beaten by
the Taliban dur-
ing a protest on
Saturday led by
women's rights activists. Tolo News
reported that the Taliban prevented the
marchers from continuing towards the
presidential palace and lobbed tear gas
on them. Women activists and the
protesters said they wanted to protest
in front of the gate of the Presidential
Palace (ARG), but members of the
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan did
not allow them to, reported The
Khaama Press News Agency.

According to video clips shared on
social media by journalists and other
people, the Taliban used tear gas to
disperse the all-women protest after
they failed to do so after gunshots.

As per the eyewitnesses, the
Taliban opened gunshots to disperse
the women and asked the journalists
to leave the scene, reported The
Khaama Press News Agency. Saturday's
protest was the fourth all-women
protest held in Afghanistan since the
Taliban takeover. Earlier protests were
held in western Herat province and in
the Afghan capital respectively. ANI

Washington:U.S. Officials are
looking into reports that in the
frantic evacuation of desperate
Afghans from Kabul, older
men were admitted together
with young girls they claimed
as “brides” or otherwise sexu-
ally abused.

U.S. Officials at intake cen-
ters in the United Arab
Emirates and in Wisconsin
have identified numerous inci-
dents in which Afghan girls
have been presented to author-
ities as the “wives” of much
older men. While child mar-
riage is not uncommon in
Afghanistan, the U.S. Has strict
policies against human traf-
ficking that include prosecu-
tions for offenders and sanc-
tions for countries that don't
crack down on it.

One internal document
seen by The Associated Press
says the State Department has
sought “urgent guidance” from
other agencies after purported
child brides were brought to
Fort McCoy in Wisconsin.
Another document, described
to the AP by officials familiar
with it, says Afghan girls at a
transit site in Abu Dhabi have
alleged they have been raped by
older men they were forced to
marry in order to escape
Afghanistan.

The State Department had
no immediate comment on
the documents or the veracity
of the details in them. Officials

say that they take all such alle-
gations seriously but that many
of them are anecdotal and dif-
ficult to prove, particularly
amid the crush of Afghan evac-
uees at multiple locations in the
Middle East, Europe and the
United States.

An Aug. 27 situation report
sent to all U.S. Embassies and
consulates abroad as well as mil-
itary command centers in
Florida points to potential issues
involving young girls and older
men, some of whom claim to
have more than one wife at Fort
McCoy, a sprawling 60,000-
acre (243-square-kilometer)
Army base in Wisconsin.
Relevant portions of the docu-
ment, titled "Afghanistan Task
Force SitRep No. 63," were
obtained by the AP.

“Intake staff at Fort McCoy
reported multiple cases of
minor females who presented
as married' to adult Afghan
men, as well as polygamous
families," the document says.
“Department of State has
requested urgent guidance.”

There was no immediate
indication from the military or
from the departments of home-
land security and health and
human services, which run
the facility, that such guidance
had been received. AP
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India has pitched for an early
outcome of the TRIPS waiv-

er proposal for Covid-19 vac-
cines, therapeutics and diag-
nostics in the World Trade
Organisation (WTO), an offi-
cial release said on Saturday.

Addressing a meeting,
which was attended by trade
and economic ministers of
BRICS countries on Friday,
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal also
stressed on finding a perma-
nent, adequate and equitable
solution to the public stock
holding programmes for food
security purposes. He also

asked for adoption of emerging
new technologies in a swiftly
changing world while finding
solutions to the challenges of
data protection and cyber secu-
rity; and ensuring sustainable
consumption and production
patterns. The Minister “empha-
sised, amongst other things, on
the need for a permanent, ade-
quate and equitable solution to
the Public Stock Holding pro-
grammes for food security
purposes; early outcome of the 

TRIPS Waiver proposal for
vaccines,” the release said.

In October 2020, India
and South Africa had submit-
ted the first proposal, suggest-
ing a waiver for all WTO

(World Trade Organisation)
members on the implementa-
tion of certain provisions of the
TRIPs Agreement in relation to
the prevention, containment or
treatment of Covid-19.In May
this year, a revised proposal was
submitted by 62 co-sponsors,
including India, South Africa,
and Indonesia.

The agreement on Trade-
Related Aspects of Intellectual
Property Rights or TRIPs came
into effect in January 1995. It
is a multilateral agreement on
intellectual property (IP) rights
such as copyright, industrial
designs, patents and protection
of undisclosed information or
trade secrets.

New Delhi:State-owned CIL
on Saturday said it has launched
a software which will help in
identifying thin coal seams
under the earth crust and
improve assessment of resources
of fossil fuel using seismic sur-
vey during exploration process.
The launch of software assumes
significance as the present seis-
mic survey  techniques for coal
resource exploration have their
limitations in identifying the
thin coal seams under the earth,
which will now be possible as
this new software  helps in
enhancing resolution of seismic
signals. PTI
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Infosys Foundation on
Saturday announced the

inauguration of the Silver
Jubilee Block at Sri
Ramakrishna Sevashrama,
Pavagada, in Karnataka.

The philanthropic arm of
Infosys provided a grant of Rs
5.5 crore towards the con-
struction and development of
this block, which will aim to
provide ophthalmology and
ENT services, among other
healthcare facilities, to patients,
according to a statement.

The block was inaugurat-
ed virtually by Vice-President
M Venkaiah Naidu.The grant
from Infosys Foundation was
utilised to construct this block,
which will accommodate spe-
cial units for eye care, two oper-
ating theatres for surgical pro-
cedures, a high-tech diagnos-
tic centre, an ENT centre and
a cancer clinic, the statement
said.

In addition, part of the
grant was also used to procure

necessary medical equipment,
furniture, computers, and air
conditioners required for oper-
ation theatres, it added.

This Silver Jubilee Block
will aim to facilitate almost
4,000 surgeries and benefit a
minimum of 30,000 outpa-
tients every year.

“Infosys Foundation
always tries to do its best
towards those who are in need.
This hospital and its services
will aim to help thousands of
underprivileged patients in the
country,” Infosys Foundation
Chairperson Sudha Murty said.

Swami Japananda, presi-
dent of Sri Ramakrishna
Sevashrama added that pro-
viding proper treatment to
help underprivileged patients
receive quality healthcare, will
play a big role towards the
development of healthcare ser-
vices in the country. The ini-
tiative adds to Infosys
Foundation’s efforts to expand
hospital and quarantine facili-
ties and ensure proper medical
treatment for the public. 

New Delhi:Realty firm
Supertech Ltd on Saturday said
it will file a review petition
against the Supreme Court
order to demolish the compa-
ny’s twin 40-storey towers in
Noida while asserting that the
buildings were constructed as
per the bye-laws with approval
of the competent authority.

Last week, the apex court
had ordered to demolish the
twin 40-storey towers, which
are part of the Supertech’s
Emerald Court project in
Noida, Uttar Pradesh. “While
we respect the Hon’ble
Supreme Court order, we have
decided to re-present the mat-

ter before the Hon’ble Supreme
Court in a review application
as the towers were constructed
as per the approval of the com-
petent authority conforming to
the Building bye-laws,”
Supertech Chairman R K Arora
said.

He said in a statement that
the Apex and Ceyane towers
are not linked to or part of any
ongoing project of the compa-
ny.Supertech group is devel-
oping 10 crore sq ft across its
projects, while Apex and
Ceyane towers only constitute
a mere 6 lakh sq.Ft which is 0.6
per cent of the total portfolio,
he added. PTI
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Food safety regulator FSSAI
on Saturday directed e-

commerce companies to delist
immediately the non-dairy and
plant-based beverages that have
label claiming as ‘dairy’ prod-
ucts.The Food Safety and
Standards Authority of India
(FSSAI), in a statement, said it
has also directed states to inves-
tigate use of dairy terms on the

labels of plant-based beverages
and food products.”Since a lot
of such products are sold
through e-commerce Food
Business Operators (FBOs),
FSSAI has instructed all e-
commerce platforms to delist
such products, which are
reported to be in contravention
to the regulatory provisions
related to the application of
dairy ‘terms’ from their online
platforms, immediately,” it said.

���� � 535�0/

Persistent foreign capital
inflows on the back of

buoyant global cues as well as
domestic macros are expected
to further accelerate the rise of
India’s key stock indices in the
upcoming week.

Accordingly, FPIs expect
an accelerated economic recov-
ery in India based on healthy
macro numbers and monsoon
rains.

They now await July indus-
trial production figures slated
to be released next Friday.

However, market observers
cited high valuations along
with chances of profit bookings
as key factors that can cap gains
and flare up volatility.

Last week, India’s bench-
mark indices registered strong
gains aided by positive global
cues, encouraging macro data
and FPI inflows.

Consequently, both the
NSE Nifty50 and S&P BSE
Sensex closed the week at
record high levels.The Sensex
rose 3.6 per cent and the Nifty
gained 3.7 per cent over last
week, its second consecutive
weekly gain and the largest in
seven months.

“US payrolls data has come
in much below expectations,
fuelling anticipations that the

US Fed will keep providing
enough stimulus to revive the
US economy,” said Deepak
Jasani, Head of Retail Research,
HDFC Securities.

“This could support FPI
inflows into the emerging mar-
kets, including India. Nifty
could take support from 17,153
while 17,480 could act as a
resistance in the near term,” he
added.

Lately, strong liquidity has
boosted the domestic market
with FPIs pumping in �6,800
crore in the last few sessions.

“Going ahead, the market
is likely to continue with its
positive momentum as eco-
nomic recovery and vaccina-
tion continue their northward
journey. However, valuations
are also moving beyond the
comfort zones and hence could
lead to bouts of profit-booking
and increase in volatility,” said
Siddhartha Khemka, Head,
Retail Research, Broking and
Distribution, Motilal Oswal
Financial Services.

“Large caps offer better
margin of safety in the current
environment and could con-
tinue to remain in focus in the
near term as well,” he added.

Recent data points such as
GDP, PMI and GST collections
have indicated a healthy eco-
nomic recovery.
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Dr Reddy’s Laboratories on
Saturday said it has inked

a pact with US-based Citius
Pharmaceuticals to sell its
rights to an anti-cancer agent.

The drug firm said it has
entered into a definitive agree-
ment with Citius to sell all of its
rights to E7777 (an engineered
IL-2-diphtheria toxin fusion
protein) and certain related
assets. 

Under the terms of agree-
ment, Dr Reddy’s will receive
USD 40 million upfront upon
the closing of the transaction,
followed by approval mile-
stone payment of up to USD 40
million related to the CTCL
(cutaneous T-cell lymphoma)
indication approval and up to
USD 70 million for additional
indication approvals, the

Hyderabad-based drug maker
said in a statement.

Further, the company
would receive certain 
sales-based milestones and
tiered earn-out payments, it
added. 

In March 2016, Dr Raddy’s
had acquired the exclusive
global rights (excluding Japan
and Asia) to the investigation-
al anti-cancer agent E7777
from Eisai Co Ltd. 

“Addressing unmet patient
needs in oncology remains a
prime focus area for us. E7777
has significant potential as an
important component of sys-
temic therapy for CTCL and
other cancers. 

ost acquiring from Eisai,
significant progress was made
on the CTCL development
front. 
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New Year, new SARS CoV-2 variant. The
2022 year may come up with a super
variant — COVID-22. This, experts say,

could be even deadlier than the existing one.
We need to gear up the vaccination game as
unvaccinated people could be the potential
super spreaders.

The term ‘COVID-22’ flared on Twitter
after a Swedish immunologist mentioned it in
an interview with a German newspaper, Blick
last week. It is being said that the new strain
would make up for a deadlier combination of
Delta, Beta and Gamma variants and it is high-
ly impossible to escape the new strain.

Dr Sandeep Nayar, Senior Director and
HOD, Centre for Chest and Respiratory
Disease, BLK Max Super Speciality Hospital,
quoting the interview says, “COVID is such a
notorious virus, by the time we come to know
about one variant, another variant starts play-
ing with us. Now we have got a highly infec-
tious and scarier variant that is COVID-22. The
virus is not going to stop mutating and there’s
also a report which says it has got combined
features of all three variants -- delta, beta and
gamma and it is going to be highly infectious.”

At the moment, most of the COVID
patients in the world are affected by the delta
variant and it is obvious that this strain will
mutate very soon but there are chances it might
not become severe. Emphasising that mutation
is not always bad, it can be for good as well,
Dr Arunesh Kumar, Chief of Pulmonology,
Paras Hospitals, Gurugram says, “These virus-
es are going to mutate. There are a lot of vari-
ants that come under the category of variants
of interest. There are variants of concern --
Alpha, Beta, Gamma and Delta -- which we are
already dealing with. The variants of interest
are something we are still researching upon but
aren’t sure if they are variants of concern and
if they will cause harm.”

�VACCINATION
Vaccination and booster shots might

become a need for the rest of our lives and rely-
ing on one vaccination would not suffice in the
future as we only march into a deadlier vari-
ant. Early identification of the emerging vari-
ant is necessary and vaccine manufacturers
would have to fasten the process of adapting
vaccines as the COVID-22 variant could be a
big risk.  

“To protect ourselves from the emerging
viruses, we have to update our vaccines also.
We don’t know when it might hit us but we have
to gauge its severity. The vaccines might not be
effective against it,” says Nayar.

COVID-22 strain is a part of viruses that
we would meet. Vaccines may not work and we
have to consider this strain as harmful but we
should also not get too paranoid. “As the time
comes, as the viruses mutate, our vaccines will
also have some observation in between,” says
Kumar, adding that after we have covered both
the doses, we will be making booster doses for
sure.

He states a fact that currently, Pfizer is the
most effective vaccine, which gives you around
92 per cent protection against delta if you are
fully vaccinated. Vaccine’s effectiveness goes
down very quickly as you go forward. In two
to three months time it goes down by 30 per
cent. As we are seeing a new variant that keeps
coming, very soon everybody will need boost-
er doses.  

Talking about the third wave and its sever-
ity Kumar says, “Even if the third wave comes,
it won’t be as severe as the second wave and I
am sure about it as our vaccination coverage
has gone up from what it used to be two or

three months back. There is a sizable popula-
tion that has been vaccinated as well and as peo-
ple are getting more aware after seeing the
worse. People, hospitals and the Government
have been working on it. But it is imminent that
it will come but it won’t be as bad as the sec-
ond wave.”

�INFECTION RATE
Delta is currently the most transmissible

Coronavirus strain and is called COVID-21
as it emerged earlier this year. It is still lin-

gering in many parts of the world. Viruses
tend to develop into various variants with
time and the major drawback would be
when in the next phase of this pandemic,
Beta or Gamma variant would become more
contagious.  

“Once the strain is anywhere in the world
it spreads quite fast as we have seen with delta
and delta plus, alpha strain, British strain, South
African strain and Brazilian strain. They do not
take much time to spread. We haven’t yet start-
ed international flights but we are also not total-
ly locked down and separated and people are
sticking to short-time travel,” Nayar tells you.

“Virus is not always mutating to cause more
harm but it is mutating to protect itself. So,
sometimes it becomes less harmful and some-
times more. For example, if we have some med-
ication, the virus will have some mutation so
that it has to protect itself from that particu-
lar medication. This is happening with all
influenza viruses. What we have seen in the past
is alpha was worse than the normal COVID,
South Africa strain was even worse and now
Delta,” he adds.

�TREATMENT
As of now, the treatment is, giving support-

ive care till our own immunity kills the virus.
“I wish there was a treatment for COVID but
even one and a half years down the line, the
treatment of covid is with supportive care, we
have been treating the symptoms of the patient.

If a patient has low oxygen, we need oxy-
gen. There are some antivirals available but the
concern is they cannot be used for every
patient. So, the treatment would more or less
remain the same that is giving symptomatic
care,” Kumar says.

�SYMPTOMS
Nayar says that we can’t predict what the

symptoms of the new variant would be as the
first virus had symptoms like loss of taste, loss
of smell and as it started mutating and delta,
delta plus virus came, they have different symp-
toms like heart problems, muscle pain and
extrapulmonary symptoms.

On the contrary, Kumar tells you that signs
and symptoms would be more or less the same.
He suggests that we keep checking our oxygen
levels, monitor our fever, keep ourselves
hydrated and seek early help if one thinks he
is becoming breathless.

�PRECAUTIONS
Precautions would be more or less the same.

“Regardless of the mutation of the virus, all the
SARS CoV-2 Virus spread through the air so,
if we use the covid appropriate behaviour, if we
wear masks, maintain social distance we are
safe. Although, it will be different only in terms
of its wavelength, severity rate,” Kumar tells you.

“And as far as these new variants are con-
cerned, it is too early to be scared about it. We
just need to be careful and abide by the exist-
ing safety measures,” he adds. 
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New Delhi: Sports Minister
Anurag Thakur on Saturday
felicitated Tokyo Paralympics
Silver medallist high jumper
Mariyappan Thangavelu, who
was disappointed at not win-
ning a Gold.

Mariyappan, who won a
Gold in 2016 Rio Paralympics,
bagged a Silver this time
around in T42 category with

a best jump of 1.86m. 
“Mariyappan has made

the country proud with his
performance in Rio and now
in Tokyo. I congratulate him
and take this occasion to con-
gratulate all our para athletes
for their fantastic perfor-
mance,” Thakur said in a
statement.

Mariyappan, on his part,

said: “I had expected to win a
Gold for India but due to the
weather conditions on the
day of the event, I could not
fulfil that dream. I am confi-
dent that in Paris I will win a
gold for the country again.”
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Reigning world champion
Pramod Bhagat claimed
a historic Gold medal in

the men’s singles SL3 class
while Manoj Sarkar bagged a
Bronze as Indian badminton
players dished out an impres-
sive performance to continue
country’s medal rush at the
Tokyo Paralympics, here on
Saturday.

World number one Bhagat,
who is also an Asian champi-
on, humbled Great Britain’s
Daniel Bethell in the summit
clash while Sarkar defeated
Japan’s Daisuke Fujihara in the
third place play-off.

In SL3 classification, ath-
letes with lower limb impair-
ment compete.

With badminton making
its debut at the Paralympics this
year, Bhagat, became the first
Indian to win a Gold medal in
the sport.

The top seed showed great
mental fortitude as he prevailed
21-14, 21-17 over second seed-
ed Bethell in a thrilling final
that lasted 45 minutes at the
Yoyogi National Stadium.

“This is very special to
me, it’s my dream come true.
Bethell really pushed me but I

just kept my calm and played
to my strengths,” said Bhagat
after wining India’s fourth Gold
medal in the ongoing Tokyo
Games.

“I would like to dedicate
this to my parents and to
everyone who has supported
me throughout. I’m glad I
could make India proud.”

Bhagat said he had a strat-
egy in place for his rival.

“I played the same oppo-
nent in Japan two years ago and
I lost. That was a learning
opportunity for me. Today it
was the same stadium and the
same environment, and I
devised a strategy to win. I was
very determined.”

The 33-year-old from
Bhubaneswar also remains in
contention for a Bronze medal
in mixed doubles SL3-SU5
class.

Bhagat and his partner
Palak Kohli will meet Japanese
pair of Daisuke Fujihara and
Akiko Sugino in the Bronze
medal play off on Sunday.

They had lost the semifi-
nals 3-21, 15-21 to Indonesian

combination of Hary Susanto
and Leani Ratri Oktila.

Bhagat, who had contract-
ed polio when he was four
years old, picked up the sports
after watching his neighbours
play. Initially, he competed
against able-bodied players
before getting into competitive
para badminton in 2006.

He eventually emerged as
one of the best para shuttlers in

the country with 45 interna-
tional medals under his belt,
including four world champi-
onship Gold medals and a
Gold and a Bronze in 2018
Asian Para Games.

The 31-year-old Sarkar,
whose right leg was affected
after he contracted polio at age
one, displayed great resilience
during his 22-20, 21-13 win
over Fujihara.

Sarkar had lost his semifi-
nals against second seeded
Bethell, going down 8-21, 10-
21 in SL3 class. But he recov-
ered quickly from the defeat to
produce a superb show to
claim the Bronze.

Sarkar had taken up bad-
minton at age five but it was the
passion to win against his elder
brother’s which led him to
play the sport seriously. He
played inter-school competi-
tion against able-bodied play-
ers till the 11th grade before
starting to compete in para
badminton in 2011.

He won a Gold medal in
the SL3 singles at the 2016
Asian Championships in

Beijing.
More medals are in store

for India as Suhas Yathiraj and
Krishna Nagar also sailed into
the men’s singles finals of SL4
class and SH6 class respective-
ly.

Tarun Dhillon too stayed
in contention for a Bronze
after losing his semifinals ear-
lier in the day.

In SL4 class, Suhas outwit-
ted Indonesia’s Fredy Setiawan
21-9, 21-15 in the first semifi-
nal.

The 38-year-old, who has
an impairment in one of his
ankles, will face top seed Lucas
Mazur of France in the final on
Sunday.

Krishna, seeded second,
outplayed Great Britain’s
Krysten Coombs 21-10, 21-11
in the SH6 class semifinals. He
will cross swords with Hong
Kong’s Chu Man Kai in the
final on Sunday.

In SL4 class semifinal,
Tarun went down narrowly
16-21, 21-16, 18-21 to Mazur.
He will face Setiawan in the
Bronze medal play off. 

New Delhi: Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on
Saturday felicitated Olympic
medallist Mirabai Chanu for
bringing laurels to the coun-
try in weightlifting and
exhorted her not to be content
with the Silver medal and to
aim for Gold next time.

The 27-year-old
sportsperson, appointed as
an additional superintendent
of police in her home state
Manipur after the recent win
at the summer games, was
honoured during the 51st
Raising Day celebrations of
the Bureau of Police Research
and Development (BPR&D),
a central Government think
tank.

Shah presented the athlete
with a shawl and memento.

He said Chanu brought
honour for the country by
winning a medal at the Tokyo
Olympic games and is now a
proud member of the police
force.

“I thank her for her hard-
work and dedication,” the
home minister added.

“When I met her on the
stage to honour her, I wished
her success. Everyone, from
the Prime Minister of the
country to the common man,
has applauded her and
rejoiced in her victory.”

“I want to tell her that she

should not be content with a
Silver medal but should now
aim for a Gold. The entire
country is waiting for it,”
Shah said.

He acknowledged the
"struggles" undertaken by
Chanu mentioning that she
used to take "lift" in trucks to
reach the place where she
trained.

Shah said much more
needed to be done for athletes
in terms of providing them
facilities.

The BPR&D had earlier
said that this honour for the
Olympic winner was "a small
gesture to welcome her to the
fraternity on behalf of the
Indian police."

Chanu had clinched a sil-
ver medal in the 49kg catego-
ry weightlifting that opened
India's account at the recent-
ly-concluded Tokyo Olympics.
India won a total of seven
medals at these games.

The home minister also
gave away trophies and
medals for excellence in train-
ing to winner states/union
territories and central police
organisations and forces, and
seven authors who wrote on
policing subjects in Hindi.

The BPR&D, an organisa-
tion under the Ministry of
Home Affairs, was founded in
August 1970. 
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History beckons Indian
Administrative Service

(IAS) officer Suhas Lalinakere
Yathiraj when he steps into the
court for the badminton finals
at the Paralympics in Tokyo on
Sunday with a shot at the Gold
medal.

Even if he loses and wins
a Silver, the 38-year-old dis-
trict magistrate of Gautam
Buddh Nagar (Noida) will
have scripted history as
the first-ever IAS officer
to win a medal at the
Paralympics.

Suhas, currently
world No 3 in SL4
category, has played
three matches, includ-
ing the semifinals on
Saturday, in the ongoing Games.
He has been at his dominating
best against his rivals.

While it took him less than
20 minutes to sail through the
first two matches, Suhas outwit-

ted Indonesia’s Fredy Setiawan
21-9, 21-15 in 31 minutes in the
first semifinal.

The 2007-batch IAS officer,
with a leg impairment, will face
top seed Lucas Mazur of France
in the final on Sunday.

“History under making!
Suhas L Y, IAS, DM GB Nagar
(Noida), UP, India in Men’s
singles para-badminton SL4
finals. He beats Indonesia’s S
Freddy 2-0 in semifinals.
Now will be playing for
Gold on September 5,”
the IAS Association, a
group of serving and
retired administrative
officers, tweeted.

With the
Karnataka-born engi-
neer graduate making it
to the final at the show-
piece, internet users
have been rallying sup-
port for him by trending
the hashtag

#Cheer4Suhas on social
media platforms.
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Shooter Manish Narwal
smashed the Paralympic

record to clinch India’s third
Gold in the ongoing Tokyo
Games, while compatriot
Singhraj Adana bagged the
Silver to make it a sensational
one-two finish for the country
here on Saturday.

The Gold and Silver from
the Faridabad duo took India’s
medal tally to 17 — 4 Gold, 7
Silver and 6 Bronze.

The 19-year-old Narwal,
who holds the world record in
the category, shot a total of
218.2, a Paralympic record, to
claim the yellow metal in P4
Mixed 50m Pistol SH1 event in
his debut Games.

“I’m very happy,” said
Narwal who hails from
Ballabhgarh in Haryana.

Narwal had a keen interest
in sports from childhood and
grew up wanting to become a
football player. Unfortunately,
he could not fulfil his foot-
balling dreams due to a con-
genital ailment in his right
hand.

His wrestler father Dilbagh
tried doing anything to make
sure that his son’s deformity did
not hold him back.

In 2016, on the suggestion
of a family friend, Dilbagh
took Narwal to a nearby shoot-
ing range at Ballabhgarh run by
coach Rakesh Thakur. That
changed Narwal’s life and he
instantly developed a keen
interest in the sport and start-
ed doing practice regularly.

But at that time he did not
know about Paralympic Games
and he was practising and
competing with other athletes
for fun.

His talent was spotted by
coach Jai Prakash Nautiyal and
Narwal won an individual Gold
in P1 Air Pistol SH1 event in
the 2017 Bangkok World Cup.
Before that, he won Gold
medal in P1 and Silver in P4 in
2018 Asian Para Games in
Jakarta.

The 39-year-old Adana,

who had won the Bronze in the
P1 men’s 10m air pistol SH1
event on Tuesday, added a
Silver to his kitty with an effort
of 216.7 as India continued its
medal rush in the sport.

With his feat, Adana, who
competes with polio-impaired
lower limbs, joins the elite list
of Indians who have won mul-
tiple medals in the same edition
of the Games.

“Every shot is very difficult.
One shot is very important, so
my coach every time says
‘Singhraj, Manish, only one
shot, one shot fired’,” Adana
said of the final shoot-off
between he and Narwal.

“The final was very diffi-
cult. I decided (when I was) in
third position, Singhraj, good,
please, stop, breathe, stop, OK.
And one shot, only one shot,
please. No other thought, my
mind is slow. And go again.”

On the trilby hat he wore
during the final, Adana said,
“My hat is a gift from my wife,
so my very lucky hat.”

Adana belongs to a hum-
ble family at Faridabad. His
grandfather took part in the
country’s freedom movement
and served in the British Indian
Army during the second world
war. Adana’s father Prem Singh
is a farmer and social worker.
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Defending champion Naomi Osaka
and Greek third seed Stefanos

Tsitsipas were both ousted from the
US Open by 18-year-olds in epic stun-
ners on Friday at Arthur Ashe
Stadium.

Four-time Grand Slam champion
Osaka was shocked by Canadian left-
hander Leylah Fernandez 5-7, 7-6
(7/2), 6-4 after Spain’s Carlos Alcaraz
upset French Open runner-up
Tsitsipas 6-3, 4-6, 7-6 (7/2), 0-6, 7-6
(7/5).

“Honestly the Alcaraz match gave
me motivation and gave me the ener-
gy to do the same,” Fernandez said. “I
saw his match and I saw the way he
won and I’m like ‘I’m going to do that
next now.’”

Shock followed shock as defend-
ing champion Osaka, in a tearful news
conference after the loss, announced
she was taking a break from playing
tennis.

“I honestly don’t know when I’m
going to play my next tennis match,”
Osaka said, wiping away tears. “I think
I’m going to take a break from play-
ing for a while.”

Osaka, who had won her prior 16
Grand Slam matches, was foiled in a
bid for her third US Open crown in
four years and the first back-to-back
titles since Serena Williams in 2014.

Alcaraz is the youngest man in the
US Open fourth round since 17-year-
old American Michael Chang in 1989
and at any Slam since Ukraine’s
Andrei Medvedev in the 1992 French

Open.
“Incredible. Incredible feeling for

me,” Alcaraz said. “This victory means
a lot to me. It’s the best match of my
career, the best win.

“To beat Stefanos Tsitsipas is a
dream come true and to win here is
even more special for me.”

Osaka had a major meltdown on
court during the final moments of the

second set after she was unable to hold
serve for the victory.

“From the very beginning, right
before the match, I knew I was able
to win,” Fernandez said. “Thanks to
New York fans. They helped me get
the win.”

Osaka, who hadn’t played since
Monday thanks to a second-round
walkover, took the first set in 37 min-
utes on her sixth ace.

But Osaka was broken in the 12th
game of the second set, an errant fore-
hand sending her to a tie-breaker.

That began a sequence of repeat-
ed racquet smashing by Osaka as she
was humbled in the tie-break to force
a third set.

Fernandez, who turns 19 on
Monday, hit a forehand winner to

break Osaka to start the third set.
Osaka saved two break points to

hold in the third game and from there
both held to the finish, which came
after two hours and four minutes,
sending Fernandez against German
16th seed Angelique Kerber in her first
Grand Slam fourth round appearance.

Fernandez, who won her first
WTA title in March at Monterrey, had
never beaten so high-ranked a rival as
third-rated Osaka and the same was
true for Alcaraz when he sent home
the men’s world number three.

SANIA EXITS
The Indo-American pair of Sania

Mirza and Rajeev Ram made a first
round exit from the US Open mixed
doubles event after losing to Dayana
Yastremska from Ukraine and
Australia’s Max Purcell, here.

The unseeded Mirza and Ram lost
3-6, 6-3, 7-10 to their opponents in
just 61 minutes on Friday night.

With this defeat, Mirza’s campaign
folded at the last Grand Slam of the
season as she had already crashed out
of the women’s doubles event after los-
ing the first round with American
partner Coco Vandeweghe.
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Sports Minister felicitates Mariyappan

Tokyo: Shooter Avani
Lekhara will be the flag
bearer of country’s contin-
gent during the closing cer-
emony of the Tokyo
Paralympics on Sunday.

The 19-year-old trail-
blazer Lekhara had won a
Gold in R-2 women’s 10m
Air Rifle Standing SH1 event
on Monday before claiming
the 50m Rifle 3 Position
SH1 Bronze on Friday.

“Avani will be the flag
bearer and there will be 11
participants from the Indian
contingent during the clos-
ing ceremony,” an official of
the Paralympic Committee
of India (PCI) said. PTI
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1-2 finish in shooting
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Tokyo: Shooter Singhraj
Adana, who wrapped up his
debut Paralympics campaign
with two medals, on Saturday
said his dream of seeing the
Indian flag flying the highest
in his event has been fulfilled.

The 39-year-old Adana,
who had won a Bronze in the
men’s 10m air pistol SH1,
added a mixed 50m pistol SH1
Silver to his haul, making him
only the second athlete in the
ongoing Paralympics who has
won two medals, Avani
Lekhara being the other.

“I was delighted when I
saw our flag being raised with
the national anthem. I will
always remember the Tokyo
Paralympics with my Bronze
and Silver,” Adana said after his
Silver-winning performance.

“I always dreamt about
seeing the Indian flag flying
the highest, that dream has
been fulfilled today. I will also
remember also everyone’s
blessings and love. A huge
thanks to my coaches and
staff,” added Adana. PTI
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Dutch driver Max
Verstappen sent his

Orange Army of fans into rap-
tures after taking a brilliant pole
position for the Netherlands
Grand Prix on Sunday.

The Red Bull driver’s final
lap was just good enough to
beat Mercedes star Lewis
Hamilton by .04 seconds and
his teammate Valtteri Bottas by
.034.

Verstappen’s orange-clad
fans stood and roared on
Saturday when he went past the
main grandstand area and
sealed his season-leading sev-
enth pole of the season — four
more than F1 record holder
Hamilton.

“Unbelievable,
we were just flying
today,” Verstappen
said. “It’s an amaz-
ing feeling to get
pole position here.
The crowd is
incredible.”

Verstappen led
Bottas by .3 sec-
onds and Hamilton

by .35 after their first runs. They
all improved on their second
stints and Verstappen did
enough for his 10th career
pole.

“Pole position,
home Grand
Prix,” Red
Bull team
principal
Christian
H o r n e r
said after
Verstappen’s
sixth pole in
the past
s e v e n
races.

“Really proud of you.”
H a m i l t o n

missed out on
record-extend-
ing 102nd
career pole

but leads
Verstappen
by three
points in
the stand-
i n g s .
Hamilton
w a s

thrilled by
the speedy

4.3-kilometer (2.7-mile)
Zandvoort with its

high-banking corners.
Having jeered Hamilton at

the previous three races after he
sent Verstappen crashing out of
the British GP with a risky over-
taking move, the Dutch fans
seemed to finally have gotten
over it and clapped him after he
spoke.

The race returned to the
Netherlands for the first time
since 1985, when Zandvoort
last hosted the race.

About 65,000 fans packed
into stands that were at 67%
capacity because of coronavirus
restrictions. All had to show a
corona pass to get in. 
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Rohit Sharma on Saturday
admitted that deciding to

open in Test matches back in
2019 was one of his biggest deci-
sions he took as a cricketer
because he knew that it was
going to be his "last chance" in
red ball cricket.

Rohit on Saturday scored a
near chanceless 127, his first
overseas hundred that put India
in a good position against
England in the fourth Test.

Asked if giving the green
light to the team management
about batting at the top of the
order was the biggest risk that he
took, the elegant Mumbaikar
nodded in approval.

"You could say so in the
hindsight," Rohit said at the end
of the third day's play.

"In the back of my mind, I
knew this was my last chance as
well trying another position in
the batting order," he said after
scoring his eighth Test hundred
and fifth as an opener.

"When the offer came to
me, I was very much aware of it
as there were talks within the
management about opening the
innings at some stage. Mentally,
I was ready to take up the chal-
lenge and see how I can do well
up the order," he said.

He was aware that there
won't be too many chances as his
stint as a middle-order batter
didn't go exactly well.

"I know I batted in middle
order and things didn't go as per
the way I wanted it to and I
knew this was my last opportu-
nity to try out and you know
management is thinking what-
ever I want to try," he stated.

However sport is about tak-
ing chances that comes one's
way.

"When you are playing the
sport, you always have to take
those chances and you always
have to take those risks and so
you could say I was ready for it
and didn't come to me as a sur-
prise.You can say it would have
been my last opportunity if I

wouldn't have succeeded.
Anything could have happened,"
said Rohit, who was very straight
forward in his admission.

He did say that the team
management had told him that
he will get a long rope.

"That (about it being his last
opportunity) was my feeling. I
don't know about others because
the team management told me
that I will have a long run. But
I wanted to think in a way that
this is it. I have to make good use
of the opportunity and for that
I have to do whatever it takes,"
he said.

For Rohit, it is all about tick-
ing the small boxes in pursuit of
the bigger picture.

"I don't mind looking ugly
at times as long as I can get the
job done for the team. That is
very crucial." 

LACK OF SWING
"Lack of swing from the

duke ball surprised us," said
England assistant coach Paul
Collingwood as India put them-
selves in the driver's seat after
day three of the fourth and
penultimate Test here on
Saturday.

The match saw 13 wickets
falling on day one with India
getting all out for 191, but the
conditions seemed to have
improved for batting thereafter
as England bowlers capped a
frustrating day, managing just
three wickets on Saturday.

"I thought we were very dis-
ciplined and stuck to task all day.
But one thing that surprised us
was the lack of swing from the
duke ball," the former England
captain told reporters in a vir-
tual interaction after the day's
proceedings.

"We all know once there's
some movement in the air, and
the wicket with some carry it
would trouble the Indian bats-
men. So we were pretty sur-
prised and could not get the
swing. We tried everything with
it, changing the shining side but
could not get movement," he
rued.
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Held by a lowly Nepal in
their last match, the Indian

men’s football team would set-
tle for nothing less than a vic-
tory in the second internation-
al friendly against the
Himalayan nation here on
Sunday.

Worse, Indian football team
is not at all happy with the train-
ing facilities provided by the
host country.

At 105, India are ranked
much above the 171st placed
Nepal in the FIFA rankings, but
still then the Sunil Chhetri-led
side produced a below-par show
in the first match to be held to
a 1-1 draw on Thursday.

In the last match, substitute
Anirudh Thapa came in as sav-
iour for the visitors as found the
equaliser in the 60th minute
after Nepal grabbed the lead
through Anjan Bista in the
36th minute.

But come Sunday, India
will have to raise their game by
leaps and bounds to outwit a
determined Nepal, who will
brimming with confidence fol-
lowing the last match result.

The friendlies are being
organised as part of prepara-
tions for next month’s SAFF
Championships in Maldives.

The five-team SAFF
Championships will be held
from October 3 to October 13
at the National Stadium in
Male. India head coach Igor
Stimac was not happy with the
performance but hoped for  a
better show from his wards on
Sunday.

“The mood is positive and
our boys are aware that they can
do much better. Of course, we
are still short with the energy
level because we are just at the
end of the second week of
preparation, and the legs are still
heavy. But, they are looking for-
ward to put in a better perfor-
mance,” he said.

“We are going to change a
few things, and see if that can
help us in terms of passing with
more confidence, and getting
forward easier.”
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Former Australia pacer
Shaun Tait has been roped

in as the bowling coach of the
Puducherry cricket team,
sources in the Cricket
Association of Pondicherry
(CAP) said on Saturday.

Tait joins a coaching team
that includes head coach
Dishant Yagnik and manager
and strength and conditioning
coach Kalpendra Jha, the
sources said.

The former Australia
player had recently been
appointed bowling coach of
the Afghanistan team for a
period of five months.

However, the uncertainty
in Afghanistan following the
takeover of the country by
Taliban has raised doubts over
his stint there.

CAP sources said Tait
could join the Puducherry
team later this month.

Tait is also expected to
mentor the pace bowlers at
the CAP academy in
Puducherry, the sources
added.
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Two-time Olympic champion
Sifan Hassan ran the fifth-fastest

women’s mile ever, clocking 4 min-
utes, 14.74 seconds at the Memorial
Van Damme meeting.

Hassan set off on pace to beat
her own world record but could not
maintain it at the end of a grueling
season where she took Gold in
Tokyo over 5,000 and 10,000 meters
and Bronze in the 1,500.

“It is a beautiful time,” the Dutch
track star said.

“After Tokyo I was so tired so I
just wanted to run the short dis-
tance.”

Hassan now has three of the five
fastest mile times in history, includ-
ing the 4:12.33 world record she set
two years ago in Monaco.

In yet another tilt at his own pole
vault world record, Olympic cham-
pion Armand Duplantis came up just
short in three attempts to clear 6.19
meters.

Duplantis was still in action fully
30 minutes after the rest of the track
and field program had finished in the
next-to-last Diamond League meet-
ing in Europe.

The 21-year-old United States-
born Swede took the win in a meet

record of 6.05, three centimeters
higher than his winning clearance in
Tokyo.

Fred Kerley, the Olympic Silver
medalist in the men’s 100, led an
American 1-2-3 to win in 9.94 sec-
onds, ahead of Trayvon Bromell and
Michael Norman.

Olympic Silver medallist
Christine Mboma won the women’s
200 in 21.84 seconds, just 0.03 out-
side the world junior record the 18-

year-old from Namibia set in the
final in Tokyo.

With Hassan skipping the 5,000,
victory went to Francine Niyonsaba
in a personal best time of 14:25.34
that was also a Burundi national
record.

The three-way rivalry in
women’s high jump saw Olympic
Bronze medallist Yaroslava
Mahuchikh win this time at 2.02
meters. 
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Iconic Croatian striker Mario Mandzukic, who
scored the winning goal against England in the semi-

finals of the World Cup in 2018, has retired from the
game, three years after playing his last international.

The 35-year-old
announced his deci-
sion in a post on
Instagram, which
included a photo of
a pair of boots, on
Friday night.

“While you put
on these boots for
the first time, you
can’t even imagine
what you will get to
experience in football,” he wrote in a message in
English addressed to his young self, “Dear little Mario”,
and signed “Your big Mario”.

“You’ll recognize the moment to retire, to put these
boots in a cabinet and you’ll have no regrets.”

Mandzukic appeared 89 times for Croatia scor-
ing 33 goals, he also played Bayern Munich, Atletico
Madrid and Juventus and appeared 11 times this year
for AC Milan. Plagued by injury he was used most-
ly as a substitute and did not score a goal.

He won the Croatian league three times with
Dinamo Zagreb, the Bundesliga, twice, and the
Champions League at Bayern, and Serie A four times
at Juventus.
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Adetermined Rohit
Sharma showed excep-
tionally steely tempera-

ment to score the eighth and
most significant century of his
Test career that propelled India
to a fighting position with an
overall lead of 171 runs after
third day’s play in the fourth Test
against England here  at the
Oval on Saturday.

Having displayed incredibly
gorgeous defensive technique
throughout the series with
unflinching determination, the
innings of 127 (256 balls) in
India’s day-end score of 270 for
3 was the culmination of all the
hardwork put in over the past
two years.

The 153-run second wick-
et stand with a confident
Cheteshwar Pujara (61 off 127
balls) had put India in a position
of command at 236 for 1 before
Ollie Robinson (21-4-67-2) got
quick breakthroughs with the
second new ball saw to sent
packing two set batsmen.

While Rohit misjudged a
slower delivery as he couldn’t
keep his pull shot down,
Robinson bowled an in-cutter
that took the inside edge off
Pujara’s bat into the pads and
flew towards slip for an easy
catch.

At stumps, Indian captain
Virat Kohli (22 batting) looked
in good nick in the company of
Ravindra Jadeja (9 batting),
who was once again promoted
ahead of Ajinkya Rahane.

The Test may not go the dis-
tance but what one can surely
guarantee is an engrossing
fourth day, thanks to Rohit’s
superlative knock. Any target in
excess of 225 and closer to 250
will be challenging on this track
and especially with a batting
line-up where Joe Root is the
only consistent performer.

One of the more elegant
among modern day batsmen,
Rohit during the series curbed
all his ego to present a solid
defence but brought his ‘Hit-

Man’ instincts to the fore with
a straight six off Moeen Ali that
hit the second tier of the Oval
stands en route his hundred.

An ecstatic captain Virat
Kohli punching his fists and
serene smile that refused to
leave head coach Ravi Shastri’s
lips said it all.

He is one of the most loved
men in that Indian dressing
room and this hundred which
belonged more to the team
than Rohit himself will remain
a popular milestone in terms of
importance quotient.

It took eight years and 43
Test matches to get an overseas
hundred and that too in England
in tough conditions, and there
won’t be any second guess about
where this knock  of Rohit will
rank among his eight tons.

There was a lot of restraint
at the start when KL Rahul (46)
was attacking the bowlers but in
between a straight drive at the
onset and the first cover drive
was brought out of the closet
only at the end of second hour
when James Anderson (23-8-
49-1) over-pitched one.

Rohit did offer a couple of
streaky chances that Rory Burns
at slip failed to capitalise or that
uppish on-drive that caught
Chris Woakes stationed at mid-
on went on the wrong foot.

However, Pujara should not
be denied his share of credit as
his counter-attacking batting
did help Rohit to play his shots.

The square cut that had
gone extinct from his game of
late was back on the day as he
looked the vintage Pujara, who
would rock back and play those
regal shots including a late cut
and a ramp shot which brought
thunderous applause from the
majority of spectators.

In all, he hit nine fours and
the pull-shot off Moeen Ali that
got India the lead was a state-
ment for one and all.

Rohit also played some
cracking sweep shots after get-
ting into his 80’s after leaving the
balls admirably during that first
session and defending dourly
with the bat kept close to his
body.

Earlier, Rahul, for good
measure, cover drove Robinson
for a boundary and then hooked
him for a six. But there was
some anxious moments as
Robinson got one to angle in
and the on-field umpire ruled
him leg before only to be suc-
cessfully reviewed by the bats-
man.

Once Rahul was out,
Anderson provided Rohit with
an over-pitched delivery that
was dispatched through the
cover region and also pulled
Craig Overton for another four.

On either side of that
boundary, Pujara hit an off-
drive and square cut off
Robinson and Overton respec-
tively. In the second session
which went wicket-less for
England, Rohit and Pujara
added insult to the injury with
their critically acclaimed perfor-
mances. 
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Gareth Southgate has saluted
England duo Raheem

Sterling and Jude Bellingham for
the "incredibly mature" way
they handled racist abuse from
Hungary fans.

Sterling and Bellingham
were subjected to vile monkey
chants during England's 4-0
victory in a World Cup qualifi-
er in Budapest on Thursday.

England players were also
pelted with cups thrown from
the hostile Puskas Arena crowd,
with many Hungary fans also
booing Southgate's team when
they took the knee before kick-
off to show support for equali-
ty. Southgate was impressed
with the cool response from
Sterling, who scored England's
opening goal against the
Hungarians, and midfielder
Bellingham.

"Unfortunately, I don't know
how many camps in the last four
years but I seem to have been
talking about this subject almost

every time we have been togeth-
er," Southgate told reporters on
Saturday.

"I can only reiterate that our
players are incredibly mature in
the way they deal with it. I think
they feel supported by their
team-mates, which is very
important to them.

"I think their team-mates
recognise how challenging it
must be for our black players
and how disappointing it is in
the modern world that we con-

tinue to have to answer these
questions because of the inci-
dents that happen.

"But we can only keep tak-
ing the stance that we have done
and hope that we continue to
send the right messages, not
only to people in football but
across society, and that every-
body keeps progressing.

"We know it's going to take
time and we know that feels very
slow for everybody, but we have
to keep fighting that battle."
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Zandvoort: Finnish driver
Kimi Raikkonen has tested
positive for Covid-19 and will
miss this weekend’s Dutch
Grand Prix, his Alfa Romeo
team and the race organisers
announced on Saturday.

The 2007 world champi-
on, 41, who is retiring from
Formula One at the end of the

season, will be replaced in
Zandvoort by Alfa Romeo’s
reserve driver Robert Kubica.

Polish driver Kubica, 36,
won the Canadian Grand Prix
in 2008 but his career was
severely hampered following a
crash during the Andorra
Rally in 2011 in which his right
forearm was partially severed.
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The present pandemic has
taken its toll on the enter-
tainment industry and with
cinema halls shut for the last
one-and-a-half years, the

theatres in the country were losing out.
But now, with dwindling COVID-19
cases, films are now releasing in the-
atres. The good news is that Bell
Bottom that released in cinema halls on
August 19, 2021 has garnered over �40
crore. This is good news for theatre
owners. 

It is perhaps this reason that PVR
Priya that needed a redo timed this per-
fectly. The complex has been brought
to life once again by enhancing public
safety, building edges with adequate
lighting infrastructure, upgradation of
flooring and paving to improve acces-
sibility in the focus zones, augmenta-
tion and activation of the public realms
like parks and plaza, piped music
installation of appropriate street furni-
ture — benches, waste bins, signage and
organisation of informal retail and ven-
dors on-site to achieve an inclusive
growth ecosystem for all. 

The transformation of Vasant

Vihar’s Basant Lok Complex has been
done under the Urban Placemaking ini-
tiative to enhance public safety, create
multiple activity spaces and achieve a
clean, green and healthy urban envi-
ronment. It is a hangout spot for
youngsters, one of the most visited des-
tinations in Delhi and is used for a pre-
mium shopping experience. A hub,
which gives food and fashion bloggers
ample stories as it is home to some of
the most liked cafes and restaurants. 

Regular visitors to the complex will
tell you that the new look was not what
the complex was seven years. Back then,
there were no proper pavements,
CCTV cameras and lights. The absence
of basic public amenities and collaps-
ing infrastructure had turned into an
unsafe zone for pedestrians, especial-
ly women and children to access, even
during broad daylight. And due to
insufficient lighting, this zone became
a safe space for many anti-social activ-
ities. 

Going for movies aren’t just con-
fined to theatres. People enjoy dis-
cussing, laughing and crying while they
recollect their favourite or hated scenes,

dialogues, songs and stars from the
movie even outside the hall. One
agrees with the other while another dis-
agrees, lovers recall all the lovely
moments as they take a walk together
sipping tea, friends argue over what
could have been the perfect climax
while chilling at cafes and lounges and
shopaholics go on to find that ditto
dress the star wore. 

“When people go out, they want to
spend some time discussing the movie
or getting into the mood of the movie.
Keeping that in mind, there are lounges

being made, cafes are being planned
and that's one of the reasons why we
looked at so much around spaces of
Priya because there's no point just mak-
ing a great cinema when in and around
it is just a bad experience,” Gautam
Dutta, PVR CEO, says. 

The giant screen alone does not
make up for a great movie, it is the great
content and technology that boosts the
viewer’s experience. By redefining
Priya, New Delhi has got its first
P[XL] format and India’s first state-of-
the-art premium giant-screen format.

“Multiplex is an embodiment of many
things coming together. If I say tech-
nology, it further gets divided into pro-
jection, sound, seating and comfort,”
Dutta tells you.

Hospitality has no boundaries and
cheering up is no more restricted to just
birthdays and events. “We worked a lot
on learning hospitality. Staff members
have been trained to talk to con-
sumers. Earlier, they used to just serve
quietly. Now, it's all about having con-
versations. Our cinema manager intro-
duces a film now, it's a new thing that
we've started to do. Before the film
starts, he comes and introduces him-
self and talks about it,” he explains. 

Unlike IMAX, which supports its
own content and not every film can be
played on its screen, P[XL] can play all
the content by amplifying the film in
the greatest format. “The IMAX is a
very niche, very focused and fantastic
technology, but needs its own content.
In the whole year, you may just get
about 20 to 30 movies that are IMAX
coded. We really love IMAX and we
support it. On the other hand, in the
new format, we get the width of play-
ing everything. It supports all region-
al content, all Hindi content. When you
watch a Bell Bottom or a Chehre, it looks
grand,” Dutta claims. He shares an inter-
esting anecdote. 

“Did you know why cinema halls
are always put on the higher floor in a
mall, he asks? “Cinemas are the foot-
fall drivers, not only do people come but
while they are moving up, they shop.
They are called anchor tenants and we
are the anchor tenant for Basant Lok
community centre. In one show, we can
get as many as 300 people and every
time 300 people come, they will buy
something, they will eat something,”
Dutta says. 

To ensure consumer’s safety, PVR
Priya has gone beyond the
Government-laid COVID protocols. By
blocking every alternate seat with a not-
to-be-occupied tape, they have also put
in a negative ion technology that puri-
fies the air. Making sure that people
consume the right and fresh food, it will
be sterilised before it is given to the con-
sumer. “These are not protocols laid
down by the Government but we've
done it because we want consumers to
be safe. Our staff is all 100 per cent vac-
cinated,” Dutta says. 
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� You are the first TV artist
to get invited by A UN backed
Institute. How was the expe-
rience of meeting Shashi
Tharoor and Suresh Prabhu? 

It was absolutely phe-
nomenal. We were engaged in
a panel discussion and there
was nothing more enlighten-
ing than being in the compa-
ny of people like Shashiji and
Suresh Prabhuji. Another very
beautiful experience of that
day was that I got a chance to
meet General VP Malik, who
was the Chief of Army Staff
during Operation Vijay, Chief
Air Marshal PV Naik and
Admiral RK Dhowan, who
joined virtually.

These are some digni-
taries and luminaries from
the facets of our country. You
can very well imagine the
responsibility on their shoul-
ders and the experiences that
I may have got out of them.
I will cherish that morning
forever.

�How has the journey been
so far?

It has been fantastic. I am
fortunate to have been in the
industry for 16 years and that
number is only going to go
higher and higher in the sub-
sequent years. This industry
has given me everything, it has
given me a great audience and
hundreds and thousands of
fans. The industry has sup-
ported me at all times, has
given me an opportunity to
come in front of the camera
and to stay behind the camera,
to be an actor, to be a storyteller
and be a producer now. I owe
everything to this industry and
I am full of gratitude. 
�What made you become a
producer?

For me and Sargun, it was
an organic diversification. We
have spent a huge amount of
time in the industry and we
always intended to produce
content. The fact that
Udaariyaan is doing so well is

a real pat on the back for us and
it encourages us to move for-
ward with all that we have got. 
� Is the transition tough —
from an actor to a producer?

What is not tough in that
sense? Everything has its chal-
lenges but those challenges,
they only give you a fantastic

skill set to counter other chal-
lenges that might come in the
future with greater efficiency.
So, it's a beautiful transition
and as the challenges are also
beautiful, we have embraced
every aspect of it, we have
embraced the challenges and
we are embracing the victory as
well. 
�How did you get into act-
ing? 

I always wanted to be an
actor, that’s the one solitary
desire that I’ve had — to be in
front of the camera and to
enjoy and be known as an
actor. This intention somehow
found its way through and got
me literally in front of the cam-
era.
�What are your upcoming
projects? 

There are many as pro-
ducers and as an actor, but
unfortunately, I’m not at liber-
ty to talk about it at present. By
next fortnight we will be talk-
ing about one of the projects.
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�What is Speed Dial about? 
It is a comedy short film featuring Shreyas Talpade
and Aksha Pardasany. It is a 20-minute-long film
released and presented by 8 PM Premium Black Music
CDs’ official youtube channel. During these tough
times, especially since COVID hit us, one can only
hope to look around and find that glimmer of magic.
That is how I came up with this concept of a magi-
cal mobile phone and each call made from this phone

would be an answer to all your prayers. The story
revolves around Kabir (Shreyas) who chanced
upon one such magical phone. 
�What made you do this film? 
I was approached by 8 PM Premium Black to
make a series of short films. I was excited about
it as it will give me opportunities to try differ-
ent genres too. My two previous short films were
nominated for Filmfare Short Films, which
encouraged  me to do this one and I am look-
ing forward to more in future. 
�What inspired you to direct a film on the
life of Wing Commander Dhanoa?
I am an Ex-AirForce myself. I joined right
after the Kargil War in 1999 and served there
for seven years. The Kargil War had affect-
ed me very deeply and I was following it
through Doordarshan back then. Dhanoa sir
flew at such a high mountainous terrain,
where no air force in the world had ever
flown at that time. He initiated so many
things in that war, portrayed strong broth-
erhood with his squadron members like Ajay
Ahuja, his right hand. To me, Dhanoa sir is

a true hero whose journey inspired me to
choose this subject. 
�How tough is it to direct a war film? 
One thing I learnt from the Indian Air Force

is that nothing is difficult if you are well prepared.
I have learnt the craft of filmmaking from Jyoti

Prakash Dutta, he is my guru. He is considered as a
master of war films in India. So, I have done my
homework and am well prepared for it.

�Is there a message for the audience here?
I want to tell the audience that nothing is unachiev-
able. One of my dialogues in the film is ‘There is noth-
ing you cannot do in life.’ So, I think this film will
motivate them and will give them goosebumps when
they see those machines on the big screen. 
�You will direct a war film for the first time. What
challenges do you foresee?
You do everything for the first time in life. The Air
Force has been a small part of war films, fighter jets
were just merely used as showpieces or in a very small
role, I don't like that. We don't have any video or sound
library for this, it's a challenge. You cannot use any-
thing from the library. We have to set a benchmark
so that in future,  people can follow that benchmark.
�Do you think there would be a difference in the
work environment?
Everyone on my set is focused on their work and they
know what they are doing. The only difference this
time would be that we cannot afford even a slight error
because you can't ask for a retake when six fighter jets
are flying for you in a single shot. What you can do
is that you can put more cameras, maybe use four or
five cameras to make sure that you get the best and
get what you want. In other films, we don't need to
worry about retakes.  
�Having served in the Air Force, how did producing
happen?
I was always interested and a part of cultural activi-
ties. I used to direct plays in my squadron in the air
force and wanted to create my own stories. While I
was posted in Hyderabad, my uncle, comedian Raju
Srivastav used to shoot his films there and I got very
attracted. I got inspired by the medium of filmmak-
ing post which I left the Indian Air Force and came
to Mumbai and joined Dutta.
�Advice for budding directors? 
I will just say that be honest to your job. Follow your
instinct and don't listen to anyone, don't get influenced
by others. Write stories about what you want to say
and  whatever appeals to you. Be genuine and hon-
est to your craft and you will excel one day for sure.
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“Afghanistan finds itself at the cross-
roads once again”. 

In the last twenty years that the
US has waged its war on terror in
Afghanistan, this statement was
written at least a hundred times
over. However, the sheer frequen-

cy of its utterance did not necessarily
signal that swift changes were occur-
ring on the Afghan landscape.
Contrarily, it demonstrated how little
things had changed on the ground, so
much so that this rhetoric became a
stubborn editorial refrain. Today, the
situation in Afghanistan reminds us
more of the same. In fact, with the
complete takeover of Afghanistan by
the Taliban, life has come a full circle
for millions of Afghans.

On the 15th of August 2021, as
India marked its 75th Independence
Day, a quiet Sunday became extraordi-
narily eventful courtesy of Kabul’s easy
and swift capitulation to the Taliban.
Sitting in New Delhi, it was both
shocking and tragic for me to witness
the “imminent and inevitable” takeover
of Afghanistan become a reality for this
nebulous nation-state, expelling lakhs
of people into spontaneous camps scat-
tered across Kabul. But for all the safety
they thought they might find in the
national capital, it soon disappeared
without a trace. The dissolution of
defence and the infamous flight of
Afghanistan’s political class, allegedly
with a chopper full of cash, allowed the
Taliban to walk into Kabul without fir-
ing a shot. 

In what has been described as a
“bloodless” takeover, the supposed vic-
tory of the Taliban revealed just about
how shambolic the Afghan institutions
were. Having spent trillions of dollars
in trying to build a nation out of
Afghanistan, most of the international
stakeholders, including the United
States, picked up their bags and left as
if they had never marched into this
country in the first place. While some
departed onboard chinooks, others
negotiated to stay back only to force
Afghanistan into another chaos that
resembles its unenviable past. 
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In a misplaced, misdirected war
that lasted twenty years, the American
invasion of Afghanistan did little to
create robust institutions that could
have sustained the momentum of
nation and state-building in this war-
torn country. Instead, the once-blue-
eyed boy of the West, and the (co)
author of what could have been a
prophetic book called Fixing Failed
States, Ashraf Ghani, left behind a lega-
cy of debilitation, destruction and
depletion of morale that would affect
generations of Afghans to come. In a
cruel twist of fate, much of which was
manufactured by Western noncha-
lance, the situation in Afghanistan is
back to square one. Or, perhaps even
worse. The gun-toting members of the
Taliban are roaming the streets of
major Afghan cities, breaking into jails
and even go-karting while 98 nations,
including many Western countries,
negotiate with them to allow their citi-
zens and “Afghans with authorised
travel documents” a safe exit out of
Afghanistan. But where it is one thing
to negotiate for a harmless exit, it is
another to reconcile with an emergent
reality in which the Taliban will get to
call the shots.

The so-called military victory of
the Taliban was metamorphosed into a
political victory for it owing to the
tone-deafness of the international
stakeholders who just wanted out of an
imbroglio they birthed. Right from the

time of the so-called Afghan Jihad
against the USSR in the 1980s to the
present-day situation in which the writ
of the Taliban runs large, the interna-
tional powers have been complicit in
manufacturing the ‘mess’ we are wit-
nessing in Afghanistan. The bloody
mess outside of the Hamid Karzai
International Airport in Kabul where
as many as 170 Afghans and 13
American soldiers were killed in a sui-
cide attack executed by the Islamic
State of Khorasan (IS-K). The mess of
deprivation and humiliation we see
spilling out in the streets of
Afghanistan in the shape of famished
human bodies of more than 3.5 million
internally displaced Afghans.

But while the world exits from
Afghanistan, Afghanistan has not exit-
ed the world. On the world’s political
map, it continues to be there as a South
Asian country, even though it might be
in the wrong hands. Moreover, its loca-
tion on the periphery of a region of
which India is a part makes it even
more critical for New Delhi to assess,
analyse and act on the evolving Afghan
situation to prevent further implosion.
It is not only crucial for India to do so
from the perspective of its massive
investments in Afghanistan’s or the
country’s strategic relevance to India’s
extra-regional aspirations. It is equally
a humanitarian cause for New Delhi to
extend a helping hand to a nation of
people it has often described as its
‘friend’. Yet, the room and time for
manoeuvre available to India are only
shrinking as another day goes by in
sheer uncertainty that seems to have
become the by-name of our “contigu-
ous” neighbour. So then, the objective
for us must be to evolve and articulate
our position on Afghanistan as swiftly
and decisively as possible lest we miss
the bus again. 

����	�
	���
����
����
My intention is not to suggest that

we show haste in deciding on our
stance on Afghanistan. We cannot pull
an America on this war-torn nation,
especially in the South Asian neigh-
bourhood where each country is tied to
the other at the hip for good and bad
reasons. Instead, given the irresponsi-

ble and reckless exit of the US, it has
become essential for India to weigh its
bilateral and regional concerns vis-a-vis
Afghanistan on their merit instead of
simply aligning itself with the ‘democ-
ratic bloc’ as some might have suggest-
ed. After all, if geography is destiny, we
must learn to play by its rules instead
of picking up on cues decided else-
where. 

Thus, while it is true that New
Delhi has a tricky balancing act ahead
of it, particularly as it seeks to establish
an equilibrium between its regional
aspirations, its responsibilities as a ris-
ing power and the geopolitical calculus
in the Indo-Pacific, India needs to
think and (re)act on Afghanistan in a
manner that is not entirely beholden to
an extraneous discourse. Instead, its
policies and actions must chart an
indigenous course, mindful of India’s
unique spatial, strategic and security
concerns vis-a-vis Afghanistan. 

As the largest South Asian donor to
Afghanistan, India has invested USD 3
billion in developmental projects, rang-
ing from infrastructural offerings (e.g.
Salma Dam in Herat province) to
human capacity building. Focusing on
assisting Afghanistan to transition into
a robust nation-state, the Indian invest-
ments were primarily concerned with
aspects like the rule of law and
strengthening of democracy. In fact, as
the world’s largest democracy, it was
only apparent for India to lead by
example and offer instructive lessons
on democratic governance, federalism,
and the like. However, unlike its demo-
cratic compatriots in the Western
world, India did not export or impose
its model of democracy on
Afghanistan. It comes as no surprise
then that India, according to one
Gallup poll conducted in Afghanistan,
was described as a country that played
the “most positive role” in the rehabili-
tation of this nebulous nation-state.

However, today, the political land-
scape of Afghanistan stands in stark
contrast to the one that Afghans, and
Indians, had once imagined it to be.
Despite its apparent pitfalls, the sem-
blance of democracy, republicanism
and other ideal political traits have
been consigned to the dustbin of histo-

ry. Literally speaking, the Afghanistan
of 2021 finds itself in the same position
in which it was ‘found’ in 2001 —
under the de-facto rule of the Taliban. 

While much has been written
about the (unfounded) claims of
change in the Taliban’s outlook vis-a-
vis women’s rights, inclusive govern-
ment and so on, it is not hard to see
that the so-called Taliban 2.0 and the
Taliban of the 1990s are not two differ-
ent species. It has just become better at
image management and PR blitz. That
said, it is also unfortunately true that
the Taliban is currently the political
reality of Afghanistan, which would
not disappear even if the world chooses
to shut its eyes close to it once again.
Prima facie, regional powers such as
China and Russia appear to have rec-
onciled to the new political arrange-
ment in Afghanistan, wherein dealing
with the Taliban is no longer just a
strategic necessity but a diplomatic fait
accompli. India, too is alive to this pos-
sibility. 

�����������

The recent spate of events, which

amongst other things, has witnessed an
openness on India’s part to talk to the
Taliban, has demonstrated New Delhi’s
keenness on adapting its Afghan-cen-
tric policies in view of the evolving sit-
uation. However, instead of being
(mis)read as a diplomatic volte-face,
India’s outreach to the Taliban is, in
fact, an extension of its larger bilateral
template in which India has repeatedly
maintained that it shall support any
peace process that is “owned, con-
trolled, controlled and led” by the peo-
ple of Afghanistan. As such, it is critical
not to read a riot act against India’s
attempt to talk to the Taliban for two
reasons. One, engagement in and of
itself does not amount to recognising
the Taliban. Two, this engagement
might throw more weight behind the
different non-Taliban Afghan con-
stituencies as they deal with this mili-
tant organisation. Thus, while it is wise
for India not to reveal all its cards yet, it
is equally crucial for India to not
entirely dismiss the possibility of estab-
lishing a direct line of communication
with the Taliban for its own sake and

that of Afghans.
The so-called military victory and

political takeover of Afghanistan by an
insurgent Islamist group are enough to
send India’s security concerns into a
tizzy. The end of the longest and most
expensive American expedition in the
dead of night, after all, only reinforces
the epithet attached to Afghanistan as
the ‘graveyard of empires’. Moreover, it
would not be too misplaced to believe
that extremist and insurgent groups
worldwide, particularly in South Asia,
are celebrating what they believe is a
strategic win against an imperial super-
power. The Taliban’s return to Kabul
will likely provide ideological fodder to
other radical outfits, including transna-
tional terrorist entities like the Al-
Qaida in the Indian Subcontinent
(AQIS). For that matter, AQIS has
since renewed its agenda to debilitate
India, demonstrating the same through
a conscious renaming of its online
mouthpiece to Nawai Ghazwa-e-Hind
or the new holy war against India.

As things stand today, the
immutable presence of the Taliban in
Afghanistan is bound to inflect the
course of India’s policies and actions
vis-a-vis this war-torn nation. While
these bilateral exigencies demand
diplomatic attention, it is equally essen-
tial for India to support Afghanistan as
its strategic and developmental partner.
Its foremost priority must be to ensure
the safety and well-being of Afghans
who are currently staring at an uncer-
tain future. Moreover, a new generation
of Afghans born during the American
stint has witnessed freedom, mobility,
and a semblance of security to which
India had also contributed. As such, it
is only incumbent upon us to use a col-
lective moral preference for democracy
and development to create a conducive
environment in Afghanistan that can
anchor the Taliban down to political
civility while giving Afghans a reason
to repose their faith in us once again.

The writer is a President Graduate
Fellow and Final Year PhD Candidate

at the Department of Geography,
National University of Singapore. Her

doctoral research is on Afghan
refugees and migrants in New Delhi

and Kolkata
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THE AMERICAN EXIT FROM 
AFGHANISTAN & THE INDIAN CONUNDRUM
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The United Nations
Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate (IPCC) recently

released the first part of its sixth
assessment report, Climate Change
2021: The Physical Science Basis.
The IPCC report warns that the
global average air temperature may
rise by more than 1.5C over pre-
industrial levels within the next 20
years. The IPCC report also pre-
dicts that India will see a rise in
extreme weather events such as
floods, cyclones and heatwaves
over the years.

Each extreme weather event
heavily impacts the infrastructure
(public and private) of the country
creating stresses for developers and
owners alike. Natural disasters
cause a loss of 2% of GDP every
year in India. An increasing num-
ber of extreme events over the last
decade has resulted in improve-
ments in disaster response and
recovery systems within the coun-
try. However, it is equally impor-
tant to take steps to minimise the
effects of disasters before the event
occurs. This will reduce our vul-
nerability to the impact of disasters
on property, livelihoods and lives.
Introducing climate resilience
plans at a local, state and central
level is one way of doing this.

Climate resilience is the ability
to prepare for, recover from, and
adapt to the impacts of climate
change events. Climate resilience
actions integrate mitigation, disas-
ter risk reduction and manage-
ment along with climate change
adaptation approaches.

Majority of the efforts to
address climate change through
green buildings is focused on
reducing greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions. Measures to reduce
GHG emissions associated with
energy, transportation, water,
waste and construction materials
are incorporated in green building
rating systems as well as national
building codes. These mitigation
measures need to be supported
with sufficient adaptation mea-
sures to ensure that all new con-
struction is resilient to future
extreme weather events.

Within the construction
industry, designing for resilience
will mean that citizens are safer,
business operations remain unin-
terrupted, workplace productivity
is maintained, and supply chains
are protected. Several frameworks
have been established to help prac-
titioners design and build climate
resilient infrastructure and build-
ings. Frameworks such as Envision
Sustainable Infrastructure Rating
System, the RELi Rating System,
Strategies for Multifamily Building
Resilience —  Enterprise Green
Communities etc provide strate-
gies for short-term hazard pre-
paredness, monitoring and main-
tenance, community engagement,
mitigation and long-term adapt-
ability. Similar to green building
rating systems, these frameworks
include strategies addressing trans-
portation, energy, water, waste,
food production, health and diver-
sity. Building rating systems and
frameworks have proven to be an

effective way of making a market
shift in the way buildings are
designed, constructed, operated
and maintained. They can be easily
adopted by different stakeholders
globally and provide policy makers
with a collection of actions that
can be integrated into building
byelaws.

The impacts of climate change
must be addressed at a hyper local

level through appropriate actions.
For example, Enhancing Resilience
in Boston, is a guide to help com-
mercial buildings in Boston adapt
to climate risks related to extreme
floods. The guide provides 32
strategies to address vulnerabilities
unique to Boston including actions
to protect against and reduce dam-
age from floods — an extreme
weather event that Boston is vul-

nerable to. Similar guides have
been prepared for different cities
globally based on risk assessment
studies.

In India, the 100 Resilient
Cities (100R) initiative supported
four cities — Surat, Chennai, Pune
and Jaipur — to develop a resilien-
cy strategy to help the cities sur-
vive, adapt and grow irrespective
of the stresses they experience.

Different city level interventions in
areas such as institutional develop-
ment, land use planning, drainage
and flood management, emer-
gency response systems, ecosystem
strengthening, citizens awareness
building and disease surveillance
have been initiated that demon-
strate practical ways to build
resilience of systems, sectors and
communities to the effects of cli-

mate change. While vulnerability
profiles were prepared for 20 cities
across India, it is necessary to pre-
pare similar resiliency plans for all
cities across India to help reduce
India’s vulnerability to climate
change events.

Climate resilient development
requires climate considerations to
be mainstreamed into develop-
ment planning. Climate resilient
strategies must be integrated into
building bye-laws and national
construction codes to ensure large
scale adoption. As India is still
building a lot of its basic infra-
structure, we have the opportunity
to make the infrastructure climate
resilient from the out-set.

Interventions in early design
and construction phases will
reduce additional costs and help us
avoid expensive retrofitting later. It
will also be necessary to include
strategies to re-design and recon-
struct existing infrastructure in cli-
mate resilience plans to reduce
damages in vulnerable regions.

These rating systems, policies
and development plans will help
provide the necessary know-how
to building resilient cities, and
need to be supported with appro-
priate institutional mechanisms.
This includes necessary capacity
building and training, improving
engagement and coordination
between all stakeholders, market
mobilisation and providing finan-
cial support to build climate-proof
infrastructure and buildings.

The writer is Anant Fellow for
Climate Action 

Rental housing is an integral
part of a robust housing market.
Making rental housing accessi-
ble and affordable can facilitate
migration-led development and

movement of talent across the rural-
urban spectrum. Europe sees a healthy
inter-country and cross border migration
with some of the largest percentages of
rental housing with Switzerland leading the
way at about 59%. 

India has always struggled with pro-
viding rental housing solutions to low-
income families. Regressive policies and an
over-inflated real estate market have made
residential rentals an unviable proposition
for businesses. A high risk-free rate and
high real estate prices reduce the net yield
on residential rental to as low as 2-3%
across the country as brought out in the
Knight Frank-Khaitan & CO report circa
2019. The market relies largely on capital
appreciation for returns. The problem is
further magnified for the low-income seg-
ment as the capital appreciation of such
assets is much lower. This leads to high-
er rental costs making it unaffordable for
the urban poor, especially migrants, to find
decent homes. As a result, informal settle-
ments and overcrowded accommodation
proliferate in cities across the country with
millions living in inadequate dwellings. 

While the situation has long been dire,
the Covid-19 crisis brought these housing
inadequacies into focus, with decent shel-
ter coming to the fore in both public health
and families’ livelihoods. When lock-
downs upended the informal economy,
workers’ need for stable housing, along
with job and income loss contributed to
the largest reverse migration in decades.
Cognisant of the unfolding humanitarian
crisis, the Government of India put for-
ward the Affordable Rental Housing
Complex (ARHC) scheme. 

The scheme aims to increase the sup-
ply of affordable rental accommodation in
urban and peri-urban areas. It intends to
achieve this by focusing on Public-Private-
Partnership models, thereby minimising
the impact on government finances.

There are two models under the
scheme. In the first model, the Urban Local
Body provides existing government owned
vacant houses to private entities through
a concession agreement for 25 years. The

concessionaire is to upgrade, operate and
maintain the building during the period
while collecting rent. 

In the second model, the concession-
aire is given incentives to construct and
operate ARHCs on its own vacant land as
greenfield developments. Greenfield
ARHCs are incentivised through 50%
higher Floor Space Index and financed at
lower interest rates through priority sec-
tor lending. Additionally, the concession-
aire is allowed to commercially rent a cer-
tain portion of the complex to cross-sub-
sidise development.

The scheme marks an important shift
in the governments housing policy to
rental housing models. However, the ade-
quacy of incentives proposed in the
scheme is yet unproven to make ARHCs
attractive to investors, developers and busi-
nesses. 

Let us consider the cost per unit for
both models. We consider 150 sq. ft of
built-up area per person including com-
mon areas, and assume �500 per sq. ft as
the cost for refurbishment. In the first
model, the total cost per person is �75,000.

Assuming �60,000 as debt at 10% for a
tenure of 10 years, the cost would be �1,000
per person per month. We estimate
monthly housekeeping at a minimum of
�1,000 per person. Considering varied
occupancy levels and access issues, a pri-
vate entity would most likely set rental
prices at �2,500 to �3,000 per person. With
most migrant workers earning an average
monthly income ranging from �7,000 to
�9,000, the expected rent structure would
be unaffordable.

In the greenfield model, the conces-
sionaire contributes land in addition to
undertaking construction and management
of the property. Assuming an FSI cost of
�500 per sq. ft and construction cost of
�1,500 per sq. ft - 150 sq. ft of built-up area
per person would cost �3,00,000. Assuming
80% debt at 10% and 20% equity at 20%,
the cost per person would be �3,000 per
month. Adding maintenance costs of
�1,000 and a 20% margin, the rental per
person works out to �5,000 per month.
Here we consider 100% occupancy. 

If the ULB were to stipulate a rent of
�1,500 per month and we consider �500

per month as a cross-subsidy from the
commercial portion, the concessionaire
will still incur a loss of �3,000 per month
or �36,000 per person annually. To bridge
this gap, a Viability Gap Funding
�36,000/per year would be needed. This
will amount to a VGF funding of �36,000
crore annually if the scheme aims to reach
1 crore target beneficiaries. These are
important challenges in ARHC as the
operator faces poor financial returns and
the government faces an enormous sub-
sidy requirement.

In conclusion, the ARHC scheme is an
important milestone in India’s housing pol-
icy that acknowledges the significance of
increasing the availability of affordable
rental housing for the urban poor and
migrants. However, in its current form, it
fails to account for the cost of implemen-
tation and implications on requisite returns
for private entities. The scheme is pragmat-
ic in mandating the local governments to
provide the necessary infrastructure, and
putting existing property resources —
housing stock and land — to greater use,
but in allowing local bodies to decide the

rental rates, the scheme falls short of being
a more market-based intervention. It also
falls short of recognising and fully account-
ing for the high cost of business in the real
estate development sector, variable occu-
pancy levels, location constraints and low
cost-to-benefit returns for private entities
in an already low rental yield market.
When millions of urban poor and
migrant labour rely on rental property to
fulfil their housing needs, albeit, with
fewer choices, it is critical to continue
developing comprehensive and effective
measures ensuring that they have a
decent place to live. The government’s
increased commitment to supporting
and strengthening the housing sector
brings significant promise, and we urge
the reconsideration of the financial model
behind the ARHC scheme to address via-
bility concerns and to achieve intended
outcomes.

Monani is Director of Affordable
Housing at Anant National University and
Sriraman is a Senior Specialist — Market
Systems at the Habitat for Humanity’s
Terwilliger Center for Innovation in Shelter
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September 2, 2021, gave me

an awful shock that will
linger forever. After finishing
the editions last night, I had
woken up around 9.30 am
only to get a vague SMS “My
deepest condolences” from an
old journalist friend. I thought
I would call up the person to
know who he was taking about
during my morning walk for
which I was getting ready.
Suddenly the phone rang. It
was our photographer, Ranjan
Dimri, who asked me, “When
are you reaching the cremation
ground?” I was speechless
when I enquired who he was
speaking about. 

A distressing scene con-
jured up in my mind. My 17-
year-long association with my
editor, Dr Chandan Mitra,
would end so suddenly seemed
a nightmare. It was too early for
him to leave us forever at just
66. But then death is the only
eternal truth. I rushed to the
cremation ground to have the
last glimpse of the great editor
who groomed me. He was the
only reason I didn’t accept a job
offer from a top national daily
on the last day of joining,
about a decade back.
September 2 was filled with
vivid memories that kept hug-
ging me all the day.

Would an editor-owner of
a media organisation ever allow
a subordinate journalist to
even think of taking a stand
(wittingly or unwittingly) con-
trary to his/her and place it on
the record on the same space?
It is next to impossible for two
basic reasons: First, it is an utter
disrespect to the editor and the
editorial position to go off at a
tangent, and second, it is
fraught with the danger of los-
ing your job. However, it was
very much possible under the
editorship of Dr Mitra, an edi-
tor par excellence. 

I vividly remember the
day he called me to his cham-
ber to discuss/explain why I
had written the 2010
Commonwealth Games in
Delhi was a national shame on
the opinion page. “Didn’t you
read The Pioneer? Don’t you
know the editorial position? I
myself have written that the
CWG is a ‘national pride’,” he
enquired in his calm but deep
baritone voice, accentuating
the phrase “national pride”,
with his eyes penetrating mine
for the answer. 

I was only six years into
journalism then and was
replete with lofty idealism of
journalism. “Sir, organising a
global sporting event is indeed
a pride for any country. But I
think the huge public money
splurged on organising the
Commonwealth Games is not
worth its salt for a poor coun-
try like India. I have tried to
substantiate my opinion with
the National Sample Survey
data. But I am sorry if I have
offended you. I wrote it in the
anticipation that The Pioneer
under your leadership respects
all shades of opinion,” I
explained with tinge of fear of
repercussions. 

He flashed me a disarming
smile. “Yes, we do respect all
shades of opinion. But you are
an in-house journalist and
your article appeared within a
couple of days of my writing.
But it was a well researched
piece.”  

I was startled. I didn’t
know whether to take it as a
compliment or a warning. But
he hastily added, “Keep on
writing good stuff. We don’t sti-
fle original ideas. You have free-
dom to write in the paper if you
have compelling reasons to
put your point across 
logically.” 

It was his fearlessness and
magnanimity which gave a
rare opportunity to the jour-
nalists in The Pioneer to nail
their colours to the mast. 

During the animated news
meetings, he ensured that every
willing member got the floor to
express their opinions no mat-
ter how much those were at
odds with his political-social
associations and ideologies.
Though he respected cogent
arguments, he would hit the
roof at imputations which were
completely off base. Despite his
personal political prejudice or
constraints, as an editor he did
not dictate terms when it came
to selection of copies or treat-
ment of them. He would go
with the majority opinion in

the news meeting and it did
earn him immense respect.

Therefore, the evening
news meeting has been the
liveliest event in our life in The
Pioneer. Besides the selection of
copies and planning for the
future, this was our public
sphere where a variety of top-
ics were on the table, ranging
from literature, music, cinema
to personal life stories. That he
loved music, books, and good
food and wine were reflected in
his usual non-news subjects of
discussion. In our many leisure
talks, he always enriched my
knowledge about the deeds
and (mostly unwitting) mis-
deeds of many famous indi-
viduals some of whom were his
friends or close acquaintances.
But those stories were never for
public consumption.   

As for stories, my genera-
tion had grown up reading
about his expertise in his craft.
He was a well-bred and high-
ly learned editor with com-
mand of language and exper-
tise in story telling. When he
launched Pioneer Hindi edi-
tions, we witnessed his com-
mand of Hindi language was
equally excellent. 

While he embodied the
most ideal possibility of jour-
nalism, he kept his ear to the
ground and his projections
were based on primary sources
which proved prophetic. At the
same time, he was an intrepid
fighter who took on the pow-
erful people, seen in The
Pioneer coverage of the 2G
scam. 

He would always look for
exclusive in-house stories and
would desire that each desk
pitches their stories during the
evening news meetings. He
would not go for what was
running on TV or news web-
sites. What tormented him the
most was being forced to pick
lead copies from websites or
agencies.

It seemed he had symbiot-
ic relationship with The
Pioneer. And his official cham-
ber was his best retreat. Despite
his hectic schedule, some due
to his political affairs, he never
ignored the journalist in him.
Even during his heyday as a
Member of Parliament for 12
years, his heart lay in journal-
ism. He would always find out
time to attend The Pioneer
office, especially for the news
meeting. Also he would never
miss to have a look at page one
headlines that I used to send
him, earlier via SMS, then
email and in later years via

WhatsApp. During my early
years as News Editor, I would
call him even after 11.30pm if
I wanted his approval to
include a piece of breaking
news on page one. Next day, he
would invariably tell me that it
was not necessary to wake
him up for his approval (just to
keep my morale high), but I
always knew he wanted at least
to be kept posted about any
change on page one. 

Although he would say
that he trusted my abilities and
judgment, he would still like to
know page one headlines
unless he had to turn in early
for some reasons. During those
days, then he would ask me to
tell him tentative headlines
much before the copies were
filed and would sometimes
suggest what he wanted the
headlines to convey. 

However, in the last five-six
years, he had left it to my judg-
ment to make any change on
page one, making me account-

able for the error of judgment
as well. 

On several occasions,
when I would alert him that the
suggested headline does not
match with the copy, he would
lose his cool questioning the
writer’s judgment and would
ask me to add those things in
the copy to substantiate the
headline. 

No matter whether he was
outstation within India or
abroad, he would call me up to
keep abreast of what copies
have been selected for page one
and what headlines I have
drafted.

My close day-to-day inter-
actions with Dr Mitra began in
2011 when I started attending
news meetings. In December
2012, when he offered me the
post of News Editor, stressing
on the fact that I would be the
youngest to hold the position,
he was a little surprised when
I asked him to offer me the
rank of Associate Editor to

head the news desk, besides
ensuring no interference from
any other department. He
teased me, “I understand, an
Associate Editor rank will help
you easily fly to the greener
pasture.”

However, he gave a patient
audience when I explained to
him how my demand for an
Associate Editor rank would
assign the required dignity to
the chair of News Editor, steer-
ing the massive news desk:
Delhi and six outstation edi-
tions. He took no time to
approve both the requests, but
quipped, “Only your work
gives you dignity.”

His ability to assess the
strength of his staff was unpar-
alleled. While he gave full free-
dom to the department heads
to run their show as they deem
fit, he did not compromise on
the quality of their work reflect-
ed in the newspaper. At the
same time, he spared no efforts
to retain talents. 

At one point of time, when
I explored non-monetary ways
to recognise accomplished
staffers on the desk and also to
infuse more energy in my team
by way of giving them freedom
to work lesser hours but with
more responsibilities, besides
two offs a week to retain the
talents, he readily accepted the
first one with the only condi-
tion that their productivity
will not suffer at any cost. I
think he gave due considera-
tion for two offs a week for all
the editorial staff, but it could
not ensue into implementation
probably because of financial
constraints as it would have
meant hiring more manpower. 

However, he was adept in
utilising the existing human
resource and respected good
exclusive reports. In January
2019, when Sheila Dikshit
returned to active politics in
Delhi after her gubernatorial
stint, it was common under-
standing that the AAP and the

Congress will stitch pre-poll
ties to take on the likely Modi
wave in the 2019 Delhi
Assembly elections. The then
Congress chief had vehement-
ly favoured an alliance with the
AAP and it had stoked specu-
lation about the AAP-Congress
pre-poll tie-up. But I had infor-
mation to the contrary from a
close confidant of Sheila
Dikshit’s. I informed Dr Mitra
about it but he said he will
believe only if it comes from
Sheila Dikshit. I hurriedly
managed an exclusive inter-
view with Sheila Dikshit and
got confirmation about her
firm stand against any tie-up
with the AAP even if that
meant the Congress won no
seats. When I sent my copy to
the editor for a look, he read-
ily commissioned it as the
page one anchor. 

Later, on several occasions
during the news meeting, he
would cite the interview piece
to reiterate that speculation
must be confirmed or scotched
from the horses’ mouth. Our
day-to-day interactions were
badly affected during the
Covid-19 pandemic, which has
been devastating in our social
and professional life. The phys-
ical meetings became infre-
quent. But he kept on attend-
ing office despite not keeping
a robust health. 

Of late, he felt bad for not
being able to write regularly
because of his ill health.
However, when President
Pranab Mukherjee breathed
his last on August 31, 2020, I
rang him up during the edition
time in the evening to request
to pen an obituary. Dr Mitra
was superb in writing obituar-
ies and his craft was greatly
supported by his memory like
an elephant. As he was not
keeping well enough to devote
time to write, he asked me to
keep a stopgap arrangement in
case he was unable to finish his
writing well before the edition
time. Although it alarmed me
a little, I prodded him to give
it a try. And he did produce an
excellent obituary in an hour
before our early editions. 
Later on, he thanked me for
“forcing” (read, requesting)
him to write. 

Today, I feel fortunate, I
could extract a brilliant piece
from my editor that proved to
be his last writing in The
Pioneer.

(The writer is an Associate
Editor & News Editor, The
Pioneer)
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Aqualified engineer working for a
reputable concern, lost interest in
her job and then resigned last

April in a huff. Not able to secure a job
suited to her expectations thereafter, she
came asking: “I got fed up with my job
profile and schedule. So, I resigned. I
have been looking for another job, but
in vain. Why? Should I continue my
search for another job, and if so, by
when a job suited to my wish is expect-
ed to materialise? If there is delay in get-
ting a job, should I meanwhile try clear-
ing qualifying examination for entry
into a business school to earn MBA
degree?”

Whether you keep trying for anoth-
er job or endeavour to join MBA course,
is your choice. But rest assured, if you
keep looking for a job, you may get it
sooner than later. It, however, needs to
be appreciated that the world won’t
move to your asking. You need to adjust
to the callings of your job requirement.
You won’t get a job exclusively on your
terms. The basic problem with you is
that you don’t wish to face challenges in
stride. Instead, you try to escape looking
for something easier to handle.
Remember, nothing is available without

challenges entailed in it. Another prob-
lem with you is that you don’t acknowl-
edge problem on its first appearance,
and rather continue pursuing your
dream perception on hope against hope
till pushed to the wall. On top of that,
with Rahu in the lagna, and that too in
a dual sign, you will never get satisfied
with what you already have in hand.
Soon after, you will get fed up, and then
take a decision in a huff, without apply-
ing proper forethought. So you did.

“Sir, what is wrong in having a
dream perception? Why should I not
expect a job, suited to my educational
profile and wish? And then, what made
you point out my fault lines so easily?”
The girl countered. There is nothing
wrong in having a dream perception, I
answered. But then you need to be real-
istic. Instead of giving up in a hurry, you
need to exercise patience till a suitable
alternative becomes available, which
comes with time. In today’s time, with
job opportunities substantially shrink-
ing in view of the ongoing pandemic, it
is simply fool hardy to quit without hav-
ing an opportunity in hand. No matter,
you get a job or join MBA course, your
attitudes and habit tendencies will keep

chasing you even in future, and evident-
ly to your detriment. Till you get a job,
or join a course to raise your skill sets,
better utilise the idle time in addressing
your mental limitations. About your
fault lines, let me tell you that your
horoscope presents a picture of your
personality profile, and with a fair
amount of precision.

Let me explain, how I read your
mind-traits. The lagna lord Sun, signify-
ing your identity is in a dual sign and
placed adverse to Uranus and Neptune.
That makes you eccentric and erratic.
Also, you remain struck to your dream
perceptions, often distanced from
ground realities. Mind signifying Moon
is in a dual sign, implying that you have
a vacillating tendency, not able to
remain focused to the priority prefer-
ences. Moon conjunct Saturn brings in a
negative mindset, who would by self-
pitying, and having a nagging tendency.
Mars placed adverse to Jupiter accounts
for your inflated ego, which binds you
to your self beliefs and perceptions, and
not open to look beyond for a reality
check. You are not open to listening or
counsel either, if they are not befitting
your own perception. If things don’t

happen on expected lines, it becomes
difficult for you to digest, whence you
become temperamental. Mercury placed
adverse to Uranus and Neptune holds
the key to your insensible reasoning and
judgment, and hasty decisions. Venus in
debilitation, opposite Saturn, implies
that the work spirit is low. Saturn con-
junct Ketu makes you an escapist, who
doesn’t like taking challenges and want
things easy way. A sense of disgust
develops soon after taking up some-
thing, when you will begin sulking. 

The potential within you is no less.
But your mental infirmities play spoil
sport with your potential. Therefore,
identify, acknowledge and address your
limitations of mind, through fresh
educative inputs. Your potential will
then bloom out in full, to your advan-
tage. “Sir, suggest me a way forward.”
The girl asked. Well, relax your mind,
detoxify it, and then redefine your
thought process, pursuing the process I
have suggested and tomorrow will be
yours. 
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