
�������	�����
����

�	��������������������
���������� ��������	�
�����
�
��������������
���
������������
�������������
�����
��	��������
��
���
�������������
����	�
�
������	������������������
����
��
�������
��������������
 ��
��	����!�����������������	���
�
���	�������������� ��
������
�����	�	����
�������"���������
���� ���������������
����
��
��������
����������
��#!$$$
�������
���	�������������" ��

�����������������

����������
���
����
���������� ����%��
�������
&�����
������%&��������������
��'���(�)���!�*�
�����	�
���
����������������#!+$$���
��
,,�-���
���������	�����!�
���
�
����	����������	��.����
���
�		����� ��.������!�
������	������
�
����"�����������(�)����*�		
 ����
������ ��
������
��������
�
����.���������
��"�(�)���!���
�		���������	�����������
��
���������	������!�*��� ����
���&� �������*������
����� �
��������
������/
%�
��0������
#1!�2$13�������������� �����
������������������" ��

����������������������

��
��������
������
�	��
� !��"#$%"� ��		�
���
����
�	�
����.��
���������������4����
����� ��.	
���������/(!
���	����������5� 	����� ���
�
�������!������
����
����	�*��	
�����������������������
������
 ���������������	������	�������
����*�6
����7�		��������������

	�*"������
��!�������	�����������
���
���	����
�����.�������
����������
�	�*!�����)��������

��	����
�������
�����������
��
�����
��	��*�
������������	�
����.���������
�������4����
����� ��.	
�" �&

�������

����� �%8�&%96��

After the Centre’s refusal to
field a detailed affidavit in

the Pegasus snooping scandal,
the Supreme Court on Monday
said it will pass an interim
order in the matter soon.

Chief Justice NV Ramana
told Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta that the interim order
will come in two-three days
and the Centre can re-think on
filing a detailed affidavit before
that time. 

“We are reserving order.
We will pass some interim
order. It will take two-three
days. If you have some re-
thinking on this, you can men-
tion the matter before us,” the
bench, also comprising justices
Surya Kant and Hima Kohli,
told Mehta. 

“You (Solicitor General)
have repeatedly been saying
that the Government does not
want to file an affidavit. We also
do not want any security issues

to be put before us. You say that
a committee will be formed and
the report will be submitted...
We have to look into the whole
issue and pass an interim
order,” the bench said, adding,
“Mr Mehta, you have been
beating around the bush and
that is not the question here”. 

The petitions before the
courts are related to reports of
an alleged snooping by the
Government agencies on emi-
nent citizens, politicians and
journalists by using Israeli firm
NSO’s spyware Pegasus. On the
last date of hearing, the SC sug-
gested that the Government
might consider filing an affi-
davit on the limited question if
the phones of such persons
were “tapped.”

During the hearing, Mehta
told the bench that the
Government has “nothing to
hide” and that is why the
Centre has on its own said that

it will constitute a committee of
domain experts who will look
into these allegations. Mehta
told the bench that report of the
committee of domain experts
will be made available to the
apex court.

The Solicitor General said
the issue whether a particular
software is used or not by the
Government cannot be a sub-
ject matter of public discourse
as it has its “own pitfalls” and
it would be better if the target
groups, like terror outfits, does

not know what is being used to
combat their activities.

“The insistence that it must
come in public domain, please
appreciate the harm it may
cause. Suppose, I say this par-
ticular software I am not using,
it would alert all potential tar-
gets. It can be terror groups, it
can be any other groups. If I say
yes, I am using it, there would
be different consequences,” he
said. 

“Your lordships are aware
that every technology has its
own counter technology to
protect the system from being
examined by the security agen-
cies. Therefore, the only dis-
tinction is instead of the peti-
tioners insisting that everything
must come in public domain by
way of an affidavit, I am saying
let the experts go into it and
place it before your lordships,”
Mehta told the bench. 

Continued on Page 2
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The Taliban co-founder and
now Deputy Prime

Minister of Afghanistan
released an audio statement on
Monday saying he was alive
and well after news of his sup-
posed demise went viral on
social media.

Abdul Ghani Baradar, who
was last week named as a num-
ber two to Mullah Mohammed
Hassan Akhund, blamed “fake
propaganda” for the death
rumours in an audio message
posted by the Taliban.

Taliban spokesperson from
Qatar office Suhail Shaheen
tweeted: “Mullah Bradar
Akhund, Deputy PM, Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan, in a
voice message rejected all those
claims that he was injured or
killed in a clash. He said it is a
lie and totally baseless.” 

Social media has been in a
frenzy over the speculation —
particularly in India, where
rumours swirled that he had
been mortally wounded in a
shootout between rival Taliban
factions at the presidential
palace.

“There had been news in

the media about my death,”
Baradar said in the clip.

“Over the past few nights
I have been away on trips.
Wherever I am at the moment,
we are all fine, all my brothers
and friends.

“Media always publish fake
propaganda. Therefore, reject
bravely all those lies, and I 100
per cent confirm to you there
is no issue and we have no
problem.”

It was not possible to
authenticate the message, but it
was posted on official Taliban
sites — including that of the
spokesman of the political
office of the new Government.

The Taliban’s supreme
leader, Hibatullah
Akhundzada, was also

rumoured to have died for
several years before the group’s
spokesman said he was “pre-
sent in Kandahar” two weeks
after they took power.

Chatter in Pakistan and
Afghanistan had suggested he
had contracted Covid or been
killed in a bombing.

Afghanistan news outlets
such as TOLO News also tweet-
ed about the audio clip, saying:
“Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar,
deputy Prime Minister of the
Taliban Govt, in an audio mes-
sage confirmed he was alive and
said he was not injured. The
message, tweeted by Taliban
spox Mohammad Naeem, fol-
lows reports that Baradar was
injured or killed in clashes
among the Taliban.” 
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After five years of split in
2017, Chacha Shivpal

Yadav and Bhatija Akhilesh
Yadav are expected to bury the
hatchet and join hands to take
on the BJP in 2022 UP
Assembly polls. The patch up
is likely to be announced on the
birthday of Samajwadi Party
(SP) patriarch Mulayam Singh
Yadav in November. After sev-
eral failed attempts, Mulayam
has brokered the deal and like-
ly to succeed.

Political observers have
been batting for this alliance if
the mighty BJP were to be
given any competition in the
upcoming polls. On January
15, 2017, then Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Akhilesh wrest-
ed control of the SP from his
father Mulayam and uncle
Shivpal, putting an end to a
four-month family feud which

came to the fore in October
2016.

This happened day after
Mulayam was forced to revoke
Akhilesh’s expulsion, along
with that of Akhilesh support-
er Ram Gopal Yadav. SP mem-
bers gathered in thousands in
Lucknow’s Janeshwar Mishra
Park for an emergency nation-
al executive meeting.

Ram Gopal had called the
meeting to counter what he
called unprecedented, uncon-
stitutional actions by Mulayam
where Akhilesh was expelled
from the party. 

Continued on Page 2
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In what could be the good
news for those who have

taken Covaxin shot, the World
Health Organisation (WHO) is
likely to give nod to India-
made Covid-19 vaccine in this
week, according to sources. In
yet another good news, cumu-
lative jabs administered in the
country crossed 74 crore on
Sunday.

The Union Health
Ministry said all adult people
in Sikkim, Dadra and Nagar
Haveli, Himachal Pradesh,
Goa, Ladakh and Lakshadweep
have received at least one dose
of Covid vaccine.

Over 52 lakh vaccine doses
were administered on Sunday,
according to data from the
CoWIN portal.

“Congratulations to these
States and Union Territories for

administering the first Covid-
19 vaccine dose to 100 per cent
of the adult population. Special
appreciation for the health
workers in these regions for
their diligence and commit-
ment, the office of Union
Health Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya tweeted.

Along with the tweet, the

office of the Union Health
Minister also put up a chart
which stated that Dadra and
Nagar Haveli and Daman and
Diu (6.26 lakh doses), Goa
(11.83 lakh doses), Himachal
Pradesh (55.74 lakh doses),
Ladakh (1.97 lakh doses),
Lakshadweep (53,499 doses),
and Sikkim (5.10 lakh doses)
are the States and UTs with 100
per cent eligible population
vaccinated with the first dose
of the vaccine.

Regarding the proposed
approval to the indigenous
vaccine Covaxin which is man-
ufactured by Hyderabad-based
manufacturer Bharat Biotech,
sources said that an emer-
gency approval from the WHO
will allow Bharat Biotech to
export Covaxin and also ease
international travel of people
who have received this vaccine.

Continued on Page 2
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Veteran Congress leader
Oscar Fernandes (80), a

former Union Minister and
Rajya Sabha member, died at a
private hospital in Mangaluru
in Karnataka on Monday.
Fernandes was hospitalised in
July after he suffered a head
injury due to a fall while prac-
tising yoga at his home. He had
also undergone a surgery to
remove a clot in his brain.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi expressed anguish at the
death of Fernandes. “Saddened
by the demise of Rajya Sabha
MP Oscar Fernandes Ji. In
this sad hour, my thoughts and
prayers are with his family
and well-wishers. May his soul
rest in peace.” 

Congress president Sonia
Gandhi, former party chief
Rahul Gandhi, senior party
leaders too condoled the
demise of Fernandes and all
remembered him as a guide
and mentor. Rahul and
Priyanka described Fernandes’
death as a “personal loss”.
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The Centre’s WAPCOS
reported that 90 per cent of

farmers stated that stubble
decomposes in 15-20 days after
spraying of bio-decomposer,
claimed Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal said on
Monday and urged the Central
Government to ask neigh-
bouring States to distribute it
for free among farmers. He
added that the agency found
the Pusa bio-decomposer, a
microbial solution for stubble
management, highly effective.

Kejriwal will soon meet
Union Environment Minister
Bhupendra Yadav and will urge
him to ask the States to stop
stubble burning using bio-
decomposers.

While stubble burning in
Delhi’s neighbouring States in
October is a major factor
behind high level of air pollu-
tion according to SAFAR and
other agencies, the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) Government
approached the Chief Ministers
of Punjab and Haryana.

Kejriwal said there is no
point blaming and penalising
farmers when the State

Governments have done noth-
ing to curb the stubble burning.

Citing Water and Power
Consultancy Services (WAP-
COS’) report, Kejriwal said 90
per cent farmers say stubble
decomposes in 15 -20 days after
spraying of bio-decomposer. 

“Fields are now ploughed
once or twice instead of 6-7
times, the amount of organic
carbon increased by 42 per
cent, nitrogen in the soil
increased by 24 per cent, bac-
teria content 7 times, the
sprouting of wheat increased by
17-20 per cent and the yields
increased by 8 per cent,” he said
while briefing the media
online. 
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The Centre on Monday cited
diplomatic relations and

“trans-border” implications for
the continuation of restric-
tions at Nizamuddin Markaz. 

A ban on public entry was
imposed in the adjoining
masque following uproar over
gathering of Tablighi Jamaat
members at the Markaz and a
huge number of them testing
positive for Covid-19 more
than a year ago.

“Since about 1,300 for-
eigners were found to be resid-
ing on the said premises and
cases against them have cross-
borders implications and
involves nation’s diplomatic
relationship with other coun-
tries, it is necessary and incum-
bent on the part of the respon-
dent to preserve the said
premises for the purpose of
Section 310 of CrPC,” the
Ministry of Home Affairs said.

The MoH was responding
to a petition filed by Delhi
Waqf Board for easing of
restrictions at the Markaz.
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The Tamil Nadu Assembly
on Monday adopted a Bill

to dispense with the National
Entrance-cum-Eligibility Test
(NEET) and provide for admis-
sion to medical courses based
on Class XII marks to ensure
social justice.

The Bills adopted in 2017
for the same purpose during
the AIADMK regime did not
get the President’s assent.

The Bill’s passage comes
against the backdrop of the sui-
cide of a medical aspirant fear-
ing outcome of the national test

he was to take and the incident
echoed in the House, with the
main Opposition AIADMK
targeting the Government. 

Chief Minister MK Stalin
introduced the Bill and all par-
ties, including the main
Opposition AIADMK and its
ally PMK, besides others like
Congress, supported it and it
was passed by a voice vote.

It seeks to provide for
admission to UG courses in
medicine, dentistry, Indian
medicine and homeopathy on
the basis of marks obtained in
the qualifying examination,
(Class XII).

The Opposition BJP staged
a walkout, protesting against
the Government move.

Continued on Page 2
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More than 22 organisations
in Assam have threatened

to launch a joint movement
against the mega 2,000 MW
capacity hydropower project
being set up by the state-owned
National Hydroelectric Power
Corporation (NHPC) along
the Arunachal Pradesh-Assam
border from September 20.

Asom Jatiyatabadi Yuba
Chatra Parishad (AJYCP)
leader, Palash Changmai on
Monday said more than 22
organisations have decided to
launch a series of protests,
including blockade of the pro-
ject site, against the NHPC.

The AJYCP, an anti-
Bharatiya Janata Party organi-
sation, on Saturday organised a
public meeting where various
experts, including geologists
and hydrologists, had high-
lighted a threat to downstream
areas of the Subansiri river. The
AJYCP leader said work on the
project was resumed without
consulting 965 villages across
four districts in the downstream
of the hydroelectric project.

These districts in eastern
Assam adjoining Arunachal
Pradesh include Biswanath,
Dhemaji, Lakhimpur and
Majuli. The 22 organisations,
which are opposing the mega
power plant, include the influ-
ential All Assam Students' Union
and All Assam Adivasi Students'
Association whose leaders had
attended the Saturday meeting.
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Amid the “temple run” of the political leaders in
Uttar Pradesh where Assembly elections are due

in 2022, Deputy Chief Minister of Delhi, Manish
Sisodia, along with Rajya Sabha member and UP
incharge of Aam Aadmi Party, Sanjay Singh, and
party’s State president worshiped Rama Lalla in
Ayodhya on Monday.

Sisodia is scheduled to attend the party’s “Tiranga
Yatra” in Ayodhya on Tuesday. The Delhi deputy Chief
Minister’s visit to the temple town raised the politi-
cal temperature to a new high in Uttar Pradesh on
Monday.

Sisodia and Sanjay Singh recited Hanuman
Chalisa in Hanuman Garhi. Both AAP leaders then
went to Rasik Peeth, Janki Ghat and Bada Sthan where
they took the blessings of seers.

Speaking on this occasion, Sisodia said Ram raj
was the biggest inspiration for the world for the well-
being of public and transparent governance.

Sisodia said he prayed to Lord Ram to put AAP
in power in UP so that the state’s people had a good
governance like one in Delhi under the leadership of
Arvind Kejriwal.

Earlier, on his visit to the Ram Lalla temple,
Sisodia said Lord Ram established such a standard of
governance in Ayodhya that even today Ram raj was
a source of inspiration for all governments. He said
AAP had succeeded in setting a new definition of pol-
itics by opting for honesty and development and all
this was possible by blessing of Lord Ram and the seers
of Ayodhya.

“The Tiranga Yatra will prove its mettle in UP and
by the blessings of Lord Sri Ram, AAP will come up
with a new definition of nationalism,” he said.

Sisodia was welcomed by the AAP leaders and he
first reached Hanuman Garhi where he along with
Sanjay Singh recited Hanuman Chalisa and later took
blessings from Mahant Shri Prem Das and later left
to offer prayers at the Ram Lalla temple. The AAP
leaders also took part in a bhandara and took prasad
there.
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The Monsoon Session got off
to a stormy start in

Karnataka on Monday with the
opposition Congress leaders
arriving on bullock carts to the
Vidhana Soudha to highlight
the issue of rising prices.
Former Chief Minister B.S.
Yediyurappa attended the ses-
sion, but sat in the last 
row.

Opposition leader
Siddaramaiah and Karnataka
Pradesh Congress Committee
President D.K. Shivakumar
reached the Vidhana Soudha
on bullock carts with their
supporters to register their
protest against the rising prices
of fuel and daily commodities.

Traffic was thrown out of
gear as hundreds of supporters
and many legislators took part
in the bullock cart 
procession.

"The BJP government is
indulging in pickpocketing the
common man. This is a pick-
pocket government. We can't
sit quiet. We will invent new
ways of protests until the prices
of essential commodities are
brought down," Shivakumar
said.

"No government in histo-
ry has allowed inflation like the
ruling BJP. The fuel rate here is

higher than Sri Lanka,
Pakistan, Nepal, Bangladesh
and Bhutan. India has become
the nation levying maximum
tax on fuel. Former Prime
Minister Late Atal Bihari
Vajpayee had equated the price
hike to 'criminal loot'. The
ruling BJP is indulging in this,"
he charged.

Chief Minister Basavaraj
Bommai reacted to the bul-
lock cart protest by saying:
"Let the Congress leaders
come to the session and I am
ready to give a befitting
answer to their questions.
Why didn't they protest dur-
ing the UPA government's
tenure, even then there was
inflation," he asked.

Prior to attending the ses-
sion, Basavaraj Bommai met
his predecessor Yediyurappa in
the lounge and sought his
blessings. All the Ministers,
who were accompanying
Bommai, touched
Yediyurappa's feet.

Yediyurappa attended the
session and sat in the last row.
He was quiet all through. Later,
while talking to the media, he
vowed that he will ensure that
Siddaramaiah sits in the oppo-
sition in the upcoming elec-
tions. "His win in Badami con-
stituency last time was acci-
dental," he said.

����� (�9�4/����87�

The snow-capped
Kanchenjunga could be

seen from the plains of Siliguri
on Monday to the delight of
locals and tourists.

Clear skies helped people
see Kanchenjunga, India's
highest mountain, from
Siliguri, Jalpaiguri and other

parts of north Bengal.
Lakhs of tourists visit the

Darjeeling hills and Sikkim
every year for a glimpse of the
mighty Kanchenjunga, often
referred to as 'Sleeping Buddha'
because of its formation.

Kanchenjunga, having an
elevation of 28,169 ft, is the third
highest mountain in the world,
lying between India and Nepal.
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In a historic step that has the
potential to transform the

lives of members of the
deprived Tribal Communities
in the UT of J&K, Lieutenant
Governor, Manoj Sinha
Monday handed over individ-
ual and community rights cer-
tificates to the beneficiaries of
Gujjar-Bakerwal, Gaddi-Sippi
communities under the Forest
Rights Act, 2006.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Lt Governor termed
it as a historic day for J&K
and said that it was after a
wait of more than 14 years,
due rights have been con-
ferred upon the Tribal com-
munity by implementing the
Forest Rights Act of 2006,
keeping in mind the basic
spirit of social equality and
harmony as guided by the
Constitution of our country
and the Parliament.

The Lt Governor said that
under the guidance of the
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, the J&K administration
has been vigorously pursuing
the ideals of establishing an
equitable and just social order
and has been working sincere-
ly to empower the Tribal com-
munity, which remained
neglected and discriminated
against for decades 
together.

“Empowering the tribal

community through the Forest
Rights Act means giving them
back the rights for a better life
while fulfilling the primary
needs of water, food, home, and
livelihood. It will certainly
change the condition of their
lives. They will become self-
reliant with access to resources
for their development”, he
added.

Besides implementing the
constitutional rights of the
tribal community, we are also
working to connect J&K’s trib-
al population and their new
generation with the main-
stream of development, added
the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor lauded
the role of the Department of
Forests and Tribal Affairs for
reaching out to the stakehold-
ers in order to ensure the
seamless transfer of rights to all
the genuine beneficiaries.

“I want to assure that the
UT administration is continu-
ously working at different lev-
els to protect the interests of
Tribal people, including their
land; full attention will be
given to the maintenance of
forests”, he added.

Speaking on the occasion,
Dr Arun Kumar Mehta, Chief
Secretary, termed the occa-
sion as historic and called
upon the members of the trib-
al communities to discharge
their responsibilities to protect
the forests.
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The total number of Covid-19 positive
patients crossed a milestone of 65 lakh

in Maharashtra on Monday, while the total
number of pandemic deaths touched
1,38,169 in the State.  

On a day when 2,740 more people test-
ed positive for the Covid-19, the total infec-
tions -- with 2,740 new cases – went up
from 6,49,78,77 to 65,00,617.

With 27 fresh deaths reported on
Monday, the total number of deaths in the
state increased from  1,38,142 to  1,38,169.

The daily pandemic fatalities remained
below the 50 mark for the fourth consec-
utive day.  After it logged 44, 35 deaths and
46 deaths on Friday, Saturday and Sunday
respectively, Maharashtra recorded 27
deaths on Monday.

Similarly after recording 4,174, 4,219,
4,154, 3,075 and 2,740 infections on
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday and
Sunday respectively, the state logged 2,740
new cases on Monday.

There has been a near consistent drop
in the number of daily deaths during the past
days.  After the daily deaths dropped to 52
on August 30 (Monday), the daily fatalities
remained below 100 mark for five more days
during the last eight days –55 deaths on
September 2, 92 deaths on September 3, 64
deaths on September 4, 67 deaths on
September 5, 37 deaths on September 6, 86
deaths on September 7, 65 deaths on
September 8, 55 deaths on September 9, 44
deaths on September 10, 35 deaths on
September 11, 46 deaths on September 12
and 27 deaths on September 13.

As many as 3,233  patients were dis-
charged from the hospitals across the state
after full recovery, the total number of peo-
ple discharged from the hospitals since the
second week of March last year increased
from 63,05,788 to 63,09,021. The recovery
rate in the state stood static at 97.05 per
cent. 

���������������� �/�7
�

The by-elections to the 85 elec-
tion blocks in five Zilla

Parishads and 144 voting blocks in
33 Panchayat Samitis in
Maharashtra – which had earlier
been stayed in view of the contin-
ued second wave of Covid-19 and
apprehending the possible third
wave of the pandemic – will now
be held on October 5 2021.

According to the fresh schedule
announced by the State Election
Commission (SEC), the nomina-
tions for the by-polls will be between
September 15 and 20, while the
papers will be scrutinised on
September 21. The deadline for
withdrawal of nomination is

September 29.
While the polling for the by-

polls will be held on October 5, the
votes will be counted the following
day.  

Ity may be recalled that on July
9, the SEC had stayed the by-elec-
tions to the vacant posts in five Zilla
Parishads and 33 Panchayat Samitis
scheduled for July 19, 2021.

The stay on the ZP and
Panchayat by-polls had followed a
Supreme Court directive. It may be
recalled that on July 6, the apex court
had asked the SEC, Maharashtra, to
decide on whether to hold or post-
pone the by-elections to the vacant
positions of five ZP and 33 pan-
chayat samitis  after considering the
Disaster Management Authority

notifications and whether the preva-
lent pandemic conditions are “con-
ducive’’.

On its part, the SEC had told the
Supreme Court that if the situation
on the ground is conducive for con-
ducting by-elections in the con-
cerned constituency and there was
no prohibitory order or lockdown
order operating in those areas, it
could proceed with the election pro-
gram while ensuring that the stan-
dard operating procedures and that
it would follow the Covid-19 pro-
tocols as notified by the competent
authorities, in its letter and spirit".

The SC directed SEC to pro-
ceed in the matter in accordance
with law and report compliance
within two months.

In March this year, the apex
court had read down a provision
of the Maharashtra ZP and
Panchayat Samitis Act of1961 to
mean that reservation in favour of
OBCs in the concerned local bod-
ies can be notified to the extent that
it does not exceed aggregate 50 per
cent of the total seats reserved in
favour of SCs/STs/OBCs taken
together.The SC had also quashed
a few notifications issued in 2018
and 2020 by the SEC.

On March 5, the SEC had
declared by-elections to the six ZPs
and 27 Panchayat Samitis were
more than the 50 per cent reser-
vation, held those seats vacated, and
separately announced an election
scheduled for such vacated seats.
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From page 1
Earlier, as soon as the

House convened, Leader of
the Opposition K Palaniswami
referred to the suicide of 19-
year-old Dhanush in his native
Salem district on Sunday and
targeted the government on the
matter.

He said though the DMK
had promised “cancelling”
NEET, it was not done and sev-
eral students had not prepared
well. Some of his remarks were
expunged by Speaker M
Appavu. 

Palaniswami sought a job
for a person from the
deceased’s family, besides cash
assistance.

The Opposition party
MLAs, who came to the House
wearing black badges, staged a
walkout, led by Palaniswami.

On Sunday, hours before
he was to appear for NEET for
a third time, Dhanush, belong-
ing to a village near Salem, died
by suicide, fearing the outcome
of the test he was to take. The
incident triggered a blame
game, with the AIADMK hold-
ing the DMK regime responsi-
ble for the death and the state
government targeting the
Centre.

Stalin, in his reply, said
NEET was conducted for the
first time in Tamil Nadu when
Palaniswami was the Chief
Minister and was not held
even when the late J Jayalalithaa
was the CM. 

Recalling the death by sui-
cides of students, including S
Anita, in recent years, he said
all these happened when
Palaniswami was the CM.

The student, Dhanush,
who took the extreme step,
could not clear the exam twice
when the AIADMK was in
power. Stalin also targeted the
AIADMK over rejection of
Bills enacted during its regime
in 2017 to get the state exempt-
ed from the ambit of NEET and
also for “hiding” it from the
House.

Stalin introduced the Bill
and appealed to all to support
it for social justice, indicating
that this initiative would be dif-
ferent from what was done dur-
ing the AIADMK regime.

When the Bill was taken up
for consideration hours later,
Palaniswami recalled the efforts
taken by the AIADMK gov-
ernment to exempt Tamil Nadu
from the ambit of NEET,
including adoption of two Bills
in 2017. 

Later, he said the AIADMK
Government provided 7.5 per
cent internal reservation to
government school students
in admission to medical cours-
es who cleared NEET. 

On Stalin saying that the
current effort was different

from what was done during the
AIADMK regime, the leader of
the opposition said the only dif-
ference was a reference to the
recommendations of a high-
level panel, led by Justice A K
Rajan. 

Palaniswami also pointed
to the Central enactments and
a judgment of the Supreme
Court on this subject and con-
sidering such aspects, asked
whether the state Bill could pre-
vail. Eventually, he said the
AIADMK however supported
the Bill. 

The CM welcomed the
support of the main
Opposition party to his gov-
ernment’s move on NEET and
recalled that in the past, when
the DMK was in the opposi-
tion, it supported the then
AIADMK Government on the
issue of jallikattu, the bull-
taming sport.

When BJP’s Nainar
Nagendran insisted that NEET
had its benefits and said that
the pass percentage, vis-a-vis
the test from TN, was on the
rise, he saw intervention from
Ministers. 

When Nagendran said
NEET was like only an exam
like the IAS and TN Public
Service Commission, Finance
Minister Palanivel Thiaga
Rajan said such exams had
other features as well, includ-
ing interviews and this com-
parison was not correct.

The BJP MLA should also
specify if he was making a ref-
erence from any reports and
avoid generalisation when he
spoke on pass percentage in
subjects like anatomy and bio-
chemistry (after NEET’s intro-
duction), the Minister said.  

Stalin said aspects like pass
percentage were not important.
So far 15 aspirants have died by
suicide and keeping such fac-
tors in mind, the Bill has been
moved. “Our goal is that their
sacrifices should not go waste,”
he said.

Opposing the Bill,
Nagendran led his party’s walk-
out, protesting against the bill. 

Later, the TN Admission to
Undergraduate Medical Degree
Courses Bill,  2021, was
declared adopted by Speaker
Appavu. 

The Bill, referring to rec-
ommendations of a high-level
committee, said the govern-
ment has decided to enact a law
to dispense with the require-
ment of NEET for admission to
UG Medical courses.

Providing for admission to
such courses on the basis of
marks obtained in Class 12
and through “Normalisation
methods”, the statement of
objects and reasons said this is
to ensure “social justice, uphold
equality and equal opportunity.”

From page 1
The apex court told Mehta that it had already

made clear that it did not want the Government
to disclose anything which compromises nation-
al security. On September 7, the apex court had
granted more time to the Centre to decide on fil-
ing a further response on the petitions after Mehta
had said that due to some difficulties he could not
meet the officials concerned to take a decision on
the filing of the second affidavit. 

The Centre had earlier filed a limited affidavit
in the top court saying the pleas seeking an inde-
pendent probe into the Pegasus snooping allega-
tions are based on “conjectures and surmises or
on other unsubstantiated media reports or incom-
plete or uncorroborated material”. In its limited
affidavit filed in the court, the Centre had said the
position on the issue has already been clarified in
Parliament by Information Technology Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw. With a view to dispelling any
wrong narrative spread by certain vested interests
and examining the issues raised, the Government
will constitute a committee of experts, it had said.   

The top court, while issuing notice to the
Centre on the pleas on August 17, had said that
it did not want the Government to disclose any-
thing related to the national security and had asked
the Centre what is the “problem” if the competent
authority files an affidavit before it on the issue.
“Our considered response is what we have
respectfully stated in our last affidavit. Kindly
examine the issue from our point of view as our
affidavit is sufficient,” the law officer had told the
bench, adding, “The Government of India is before
the highest court of the country.”  Mehta had said
if the Government of any country divulges infor-
mation about which software is used and which
is not used, then those involved in terrorist activ-
ities may take preemptive measures.

From page 1
At the height of the political drama Mulayam

called a meeting of the party’s Parliamentary board
at his residence around the same time. But no per-
son of consequence turned up at the Mulayam
meeting.

The bitter dispute in the first family of the SP
resulted in March 2017 UP Assembly polls poor per-
formance where the tally of the party was reduced
to 48 MLAs. Shivpal, on September 2018, announced
to float new political party Pragatisheel Samajwadi
Party after falling out with Akhilesh. Shivpal had
complained that during the tenure of Akhilesh as
Chief Minister he felt neglected in the SP, which was
founded by his elder brother Mulayam.  Meanwhile,
Akhilesh kept ruling out any alliance with his uncle
all these years. The duo did not come together even
for Lok Sabha elections in 2019.

Earlier this year hinting at a possible electoral
tie-up with his estranged uncle’s Pragatisheel
Samajwadi Party for the Uttar Pradesh Assembly
polls, Akhilesh said Shivpal will be given a Cabinet
berth if his party forms the Government in the
State. However, he made it clear that the SP will
not enter into any electoral alliance with the
Mayawati-led Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP).

To a question whether the SP will form an
electoral alliance with his uncle Shivpal’s party, he
said, “We will adjust that party. Jaswantnagar is
his (Shivpal) seat and the SP will not field from
this seat. Shivpal was elected from the
Jaswantnagar Assembly constituency in the 2017
State elections.

From page 1
Covaxin is one of the three

vaccines that is being admin-
istered in the country. The
drug regulator in the country
has given Emergency Use
Authorisation (EUA) to
Moderna and Johnson and
Johnson.

WHO’s Emergency Use
Listing (EUL) is a prerequisite
for COVAX Facility vaccine
supply to other countries. The
EUL assesses the quality, safe-
ty, and efficacy of covid-19 vac-
cines, as well as risk manage-
ment plans and programmat-
ic suitability, such as cold chain

requirements.
So far, the WHO has given

EUL to six vaccines.
Meanwhile, Bharat Biotech
chairman and managing direc-
tor Krishna Ella said in a state-
ment, adding the company is
exploring opportunities with its
international partners who
have expertise in commercial-
scale manufacturing of inacti-
vated viral vaccines.

“We want to ensure that
Bharat Biotech can ably meet
the demand for COVAXIN
such that individuals across the
country, and the globe, have
access to the vaccine.
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Samajwadi Party, in a guarded reac-
tion to the “abbajaan” comment of

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath on
Sunday said the political leaders should
observe courtesy.

“Yogi Adityanath is no small per-
son, he is a senior leader and chief
minister of Uttar Pradesh and the peo-
ple never like such kind of political dis-
course from the chief minister.
Parliamentary and civilised language
must be used in political discourse,”
said Samajwadi Party spokesman
Rajendra Chaudhary.

He said, “The Samajwadi Party no
longer takes such jibe by the chief min-
ister seriously as Yogi Adityanath has
made such a comment for the second
time about our party chief, Akhilesh
Yadav.”

The SP leader claimed that the BJP
knows that it has lost the support and
confidence of the common man and

the chief minister out of frustration is
speaking in intemperate language. He
said the electorate of the state would
give a befitting reply to such utterances
in 2022 UP assembly elections.

Slamming the previous state gov-
ernments for what he said was their
“casteist and dynastic mentality” and
“politics of appeasement”, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath on Sunday
had said that before 2017, those say-
ing “abbajaan” used to “digest” ration
meant for poor but now everyone was
benefitting equally from development
under his administration.

Yogi said, “Today you are getting
ration. Were you getting this ration
before 2017? Because back then, those
saying ‘abbajaan’ used to digest the
ration. Back then, the ration meant for
Kushinagar used to reach Nepal and
Bangladesh. Today, if someone tries to
swallow the ration of the poor, he will
end up in jail. We are working with this
commitment.”
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Bahujan Samaj Party chief
Mayawati said that the lives of

lakhs of families had been rendered
miserable due to the ravaging floods
in eastern Uttar Pradesh. She alleged
that help from the Bharatiya Janata
Party government in the state so far
had been confined to just papers.

In a tweet posted in Hindi on
Monday, Mayawati said, “Due to floods

in Uttar Pradesh, especially in
Purvanchal region, again this year, the
lives of lakhs of families have become
miserable after widespread devastation
and destruction. The expected gov-
ernment help is only on paper. The gov-
ernment should immediately ensure
adequate relief to the affected people.
I also urge party workers not to leave
the flood-affected people behind and
help them in whatever way they 
can.”
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To encourage residents to
instal rooftop rainwater

harvesting systems, the Delhi
Government will provide
financial assistance of �50,000
and a rebate of ten per cent on
water bills.

Delhi Water Minister and
Chairman of the Delhi Jal
Board (DJB),  Satyendar Jain,
convened a meeting with offi-
cials and took stock of the
progress of the work of instal-
lation of Rooftop Rainwater
Harvesting Systems.

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) Government has also
extended the last date for the
compulsory implementation
of the rooftop Rainwater
Harvesting (RWH) system
until December 31, 2021.

Interestingly, in order to
increase the groundwater lev-
els, the Delhi Government has
followed the INLINE-RWH,
popularly known as the
Dungarpur model.

This model is also known
as the INLINE Rainwater
Harvesting (RWH) system.
This model is cost effective and
is being implemented in the
tribal-dominated Dungarpur
district of Rajasthan.

Jain said, “This model uses
innovative techniques and is
centred on routing the rain-
water directly to a borewell,
instead of a regular rainwater-
harvesting pit.”

In this system, the rainwa-
ter gets filtered within the pipe,
removing any need for an addi-
tional filter system and har-
vesting pit. The INLINE-RWH
comprises a pipe filter installed
horizontally in the rainwater
pipe. This pipe is then con-

nected to non-functional and
defunct borewells. The filter
media of the INLINE-RWH
has a Geotextile membrane as
a cover, at the mouth of the
rainwater pipe. This is fol-
lowed by wire mesh at the entry
point of the different media.
This includes coarse sand, grav-
el/stone aggregate, gravel/stone
aggregate. The total length of
the filter media is around 90
cm. Another advantage of this
model is that it is much cheap-
er than the conventional ones.
“The reason for this system to
be cost-effective is that it does

not require a heavy installation
set-up. While conventional
RWH system set-up requires
Rs. 75,000 to Rs. 1 Lakh, the
INLINE-RWH system can be
set up at a cost as little as Rs.
16,000.”

The Delhi Government
has also relaxed the compliance
norms wherein people can get
adequacy certificates for
installing the RWH system
from architects registered with
the Council of Architecture
instead of the DJB only the
guidelines issued by the DJB
have to be followed.
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The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) on Monday accused

the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
of targeting its leaders, saying
that the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has sent a
notice to its national secretary
Pankaj Gupta under a fabri-
cated case under the
‘Prevention of Money
Laundering Act, 2002’
(PMLA).

“In Delhi, they tried to
defeat us with the Income Tax
Department, the CBI, the Delhi
Police - but we won 62 seats. As
we grow in Punjab, Goa,
Uttarakhand, Gujarat, we get
an ED notice! The people of
India want honest politics.
These tactics of the BJP will
never succeed, they will make
us stronger,” Kejriwal said in a
tweet.

Addressing the media,
AAP’s national spokesperson
Raghav Chadha said that in the
ED has asked Gupta to appear
before the agency on
September 22 at 11.30 AM at its
office.

“In an unending quest to
persecute the AAP, the Modi
Government’s favourite agency
the Enforcement Directorate
has been pressed into service

and has dispatched a love let-
ter (notice) to the AAP. They
(ED) have sent a notice to
party’s national secretary under
some section of Prevention of
Money Laundering Act 2002,”
Chadha said.

The AAP leader further
alleged that a witch-hunt
against AAP by the Centre is
going on. He said that during
Anna Movement in 2012, the
Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) sent a notice under the
FCRA (Foreign Contribution
Regulation Act 2010) to check
accounts.

When asked about the case
in which Gupta has been
served a notice, Chadha said
that he had no idea but added
“it must be some fabricated
case”. The Rajinder Nagar MLA
alleged that the BJP was rattled
by the growth of the party’s
national convenor Arvind
Kejriwal and the rising graph of
the party.

“When you (BJP) can’t
electorally assassinate us you
try to character assassinate us.
As soon as opinion polls show
that Kejriwal is getting popu-
larity, agencies like ED are
pressed into service to seek
political revenge and character
assassinate AAP,” Chadha
alleged.

“In view of elections in
Punjab, Uttarakhand, Goa and
next year in Gujarat, a rattled
BJP has pressed all its agencies
(ED, CBI, IT, etc) to persecute
Arvind Kejriwal and AAP lead-
ers,” Chadha alleged.

Chadha alleged that in past
years they had sent the CBI to
raid the CM’s office and Delhi
Police to raid the CM’s house.
The CBI raided the residence
of Deputy CM Manish Sisodia
twice but found nothing, he
alleged.

“The AAP is not going to
fear these tactics. We welcome
the notice. We believe in rule
of law. We pray to God that rule
of law should prevail over the
rule of vendetta politics,”
Chadha said.

Responding to the AAP,
the Delhi BJP’s spokesperson
Praveen Shankar Kapoor said:
“Again we heard rhetoric on
political harassment being
repeated by the AAP without
any evidence. AAP leader
Raghav Chadha’s Press confer-
ence was a repeat of Deputy
Chief Minister Manish Sisodia’s
August 21 Press conference
with both leaders alleging their
party colleagues’ harassment
without citing any specific
harassment or wrongful per-
secution.”
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In a tragic incident, two chil-
dren, both brothers aged

seven and 12, died after a four
storey building collapsed in
North Delhi’s Sabzi Mandi area
on Monday. Police said that the
boys were passing by when the
incident occurred and they
got trapped under the debris.
The officials said that a 72-year-
old man, who was also trapped
under the debris, was rescued
and rushed to a nearby hospi-
tal for treatment. It is suspect-
ed that three to four more peo-
ple are trapped under the
debris and rescue operation is
going on.

The ground floor of the
building is believed to be 75-
years-old and it was being
used for commercial purposes
while the rest of the building
was used for residential pur-
poses. Locals said that con-

struction work was also going
on the ground floor of the
building. A car parked nearby
was severely damaged as the
debris from the building fell on
it.

The incident comes days
after record heavy rains pound-
ed Delhi, throwing life out of
gear. Following the incident,
the locals also gathered at the
spot to help with rescue oper-
ations, but were later removed
from the area by the police.

According to a senior
police official, the two children,
who were trapped under the
rubble were also rescued and
sent to hospital but succumbed
to their injuries.

“Both of them are brothers
and were declared brought
dead by the doctors at the hos-
pital. An elderly man identified
as Ramji Das was also rescued
from the debris and he sus-
tained head injury,” said the

senior police official. 
“The children were passing

by the road with their mother
when the building collapsed
and the two brothers got
trapped under the debris. A
case will be registered in the
matter and legal action will be
taken accordingly,” he said.

“The Delhi Fire Service
(DFS) received a call about the
incident at 11.50 AM following
which five fire tenders and res-
cue teams were rushed to the
spot. Later two more fire ten-
ders were dispatched for the
spot,” said Atul Garg, the direc-
tor of DFS.

Teams of North Municipal
Corporation Delhi (NMC),
NDRF among others were at
the spot and were participating
in the rescue operation.

“On the ground floor of the
building, there was a sweet
shop whereas the upper floors
were reportedly residential in

nature. As per the local inquiry,
the upper floors of the build-
ing were vacant and no con-
struction activity was going-on.
Further, no complaint regard-
ing any unauthorised con-
struction in the said building
was received from any source
in the Building Department,
Civil Lines,” said an official of
the NMC.

“An inquiry has been
ordered by the Commissioner,
NMC in this unfortunate inci-
dent to be conducted by the
Building Department (HQs)
and directed for submission of

report within seven days.
Further, necessary action
against delinquent officials, if
any, will be taken after receipt
of the report,” he said.

After the incident, the
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal said he is closely mon-
itoring the situation.

“The incident of building
collapse in Sabzi Mandi area is
very sad. The administration is
engaged in relief and rescue
work. Through the district
administration, I am monitor-
ing the situation,” he tweeted in
Hindi.
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With 51 cases of dengue
reported in the last
week, the number of

people infected with the vector
borne disease has reached 353
cases on Monday.

According to a report
released by municipal
Corporations on Monday, 121
cases of malaria and 40 cases of
chikungunya have also been
reported till September 11 this
year.

The number of dengue
cases for January 1-September
11 period is also the highest
this year since 2019 when the
count had stood at 171 in that
same duration.

Seventy-two cases were
recorded in the month of
August, which is about 45 per
cent of the total reported cases,
according to the report.

Thirty-four cases have
been recorded in the first 11
days of September. Dengue
mosquito larvae breed in clear,
standing water, while those of
malaria thrive even in dirty
water. Cases of vector-borne

diseases are usually reported
between July and November,
but the period may stretch till
mid-December.

According to a civic report
issued by the municipal cor-
porations last week, 124 cases
of dengue were recorded till
September 4 this year.

At least 158 cases have
been reported this year till
September 11. No cases were
recorded in January, two in
February, five in March, 10 in
April, 12 in May, seven in June
and 16 in July.

In the previous years, the
cases in the same period were
-- 1,158 in 2016, 1,177 in 2017,
243 in 2018), 171 in 2019 and
131 in 2020.

However, no deaths have
been reported due to dengue in
the city till now. Malaria,
dengue and chikungunya are
accompanied with high fever
and therefore, doctors feel that
people might suspect that they
have contracted COVID-19.

Civic bodies in Delhi have
intensified their measures to
prevent the outbreak of vector-
borne diseases. 
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Delhi Health Minister
Satyendar Jain on Monday

said that the Delhi Government
is taking strict measures to pre-
vent misuse of techniques to
determine sex of an unborn
child and stop female foeticide. 

Jain made the remarks dur-
ing a meeting of the Delhi
Supervisory Board on the Pre-
Conception and Pre-Natal
Diagnostic Techniques (PCP-
NDT) Act. The Health Minister
also said that more awareness
will be spread on this issue. Sex
determination and female foeti-
cide are crimes under the laws
of the country. 

“Chaired the Delhi
Supervisory Board meeting of
Pre-Conception & Pre-Natal
Diagnostic Techniques Act.
Delhi Govt is taking strict mea-
sures to prevent misuse of sex
determination techniques &
female foeticide. Active mea-
sures will be taken to aware
society about its effects,” Jain
tweeted.
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Delhi reported 17 new
Covid-19 cases and zero

death on Monday, while the
positivity rate stood at 0.04 per-
cent. According to data shared
by the health department,
40,399 tests were conducted a
day ago to detect Covid-19. It
included 30,266 where RTPCR,
CBNAAT and TrueNat tests
while 10, 133 were rapid-anti-
gen tests.

“The number of contain-
ment zones declined to 92 on
Monday while the death toll
was 25,083. The case fatality
rate stood at 1.74 per cent.
While, on the vaccination front,
10621955  beneficiaries in
Delhi have received at least one

dose since the inoculation exer-
cise started on January 16,
according to Government
data,” it said.

The Capital has recorded
only one fatality due to the
infection in September so far.

With the new cases, the
overall infection tally in the city
climbed to 14,38,250. Of this,
over 14.12 lakh patients have
recovered from the infection.
The death toll stands at 25,083,
according to the bulletin.

In order to deal with “pos-
sible” third wave of Covid
infections, the Delhi
Government has been ramping
up health infrastructure to pre-
vent a repeat of the crisis wit-
nessed during the peak of the
second wave.
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The Delhi Police saved life of
a 42-year-old man who was

trying to commit suicide by
jumping off the Andrews Ganj
flyover in the national Capital.
The man, hails from Almora in
Uttarakhand and he is a food
delivery executive, who has
been living in Delhi for around
four years.

According to Atul Kumar
Thakur, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police (DCP),
South district, the man came to
the flyover to attempt suicide
after consuming alcohol with a
friend on Sunday evening.

“Around 6 PM, when Kotla

Mubarak Pur Station House
Officer (SHO) Vinay Kumar
Tyagi was patrolling the area, he
received information that a man
was trying to jump from the
Andrews Ganj flyover. 

“He immediately alerted
the local staff, motorcycle
patrolling team as well as the
PCR staff,” said the DCP.

“When SHO Tyagi reached
the spot with his team, they spot-
ted a man who was trying to
jump from the  Andrews Ganj
flyover. 

The man was standing near
the flyover iron railing and was
loudly saying that he is “disap-
pointed with his life” and “want-
ed to die”,” said the DCP.

Gurugram: Gurugram resi-
dents will soon be able to get
the latest information about
pollution, weather and parking
lot directly on the ‘My
Gurugram’ app developed by
the Gurugram Metropolitan
Development Authority
(GMDA).

The development authori-
ty has linked the websites of the
Meteorological Department
(IMD) and the Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) with this app.

Apart from this, with this
app, the residents will also get
parking lots available in the city.
GMDA officials said that for
this, information has been
sought from the concerned
authority about their parking
places located in different areas.
Along with this, the survey of
parking places is also being
done by the authority itself. 

After this, information
about those parking places will
also be made available on the
app through geo-mapping.
Through which the residents of
the city will be able to see where
the parking spot is near them
and how many vehicles are
there and how many vehicles
are already parked, all this
information will soon be avail-
able on GMDA’s app.

Meanwhile, the residents
can also get information
regarding the management of
solid waste in the district.

The ‘My Gurugram’ app
was launched by GMDA on 10
August. According to officials,
about ten thousand people
have downloaded this app so
far.

GMDA officials said peo-
ple also avail facilities of online
payments of water and elec-
tricity bills, property tax. Apart
from this, information related
to the city’s historical places,
administration, including
CCTV cameras, water flow
meters, street lights installed in
the city can also be obtained on
this app. Also, e-challans of
vehicles can be viewed on this
app and their payment can also
be done. “Weather and pollu-
tion levels can also be accessed
on the My Gurugram app. For
this, the app has been linked to
the website of IMD and CPCB.
Soon the information about
parking lots will also be made
available to the people on this
app,” PK Aggarwal, Adviser,
Smart City Division, GMDA,
said.
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Haryana-based industrialist
Ashok Goel Mangaliwala, BJP

leader Pawan Beniwal and INLD
leader Kanwarjit Singh on Monday
joined the Congress in the presence
of AICC State in-charge Vivek
Bansal and PCC chief Kumari
Selja.Bansal claimed that the winds
are blowing in favour of the
Congress and against the BJP in
Haryana and hoped those who have
joined will contribute in strength-
ening the party further. Selja said
these leaders have quit the saffron
party and come into the Congress
fold due to the BJP's "anti-people
policies".

"There are leaders who under-
stand that the Congress is the only

viable option to the BJP which has
proved to be a failure in all spheres
of governance in Haryana," she said.
She alleged that the BJP has become
a "paper leak government" as many
examination papers were leaked in
the state.Welcoming Goel, Beniwal
and Singh in the Congress, Selja
said the BJP, both at the Centre and
Haryana, is "anti-farmer and anti-
labourer", and the Congress will
work unitedly to oust this regime.
She also hoped the joinees will work
effectively with Congress workers
to strengthen the party. 

The joining of these leaders is
also a clear reflection of which way
the wind is blowing -- in favour of
the Congress.Goel said he was
attracted by the policies of the
Congress for upliftment of common

people. He said it was like a home-
coming for him as his grandfather,
Jugal Kishore Goyal, was the first
Rajya Sabha member from
Haryana, and had worked closely
with Jawaharlal Nehru.Vivek Bansal
said due to heavy rains in Haryana,
several crops have suffered damage,
and demanded adequate compen-
sation for the farmers. 

He also deplored the language
used by the Karnal SDM while
ordering the lathi-charge on farm-
ers protesting the three agri laws.
Beniwal was BJP's candidate fom
Ellanabad constituency in the last
assembly polls after he contested
unsuccessfully against INLD's
Abhay Chautala. Kanwarjit Singh is
the son of former Congress MP
Tara Singh.
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With the objective of further
strengthening defence and

strategic ties, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh will host his coun-
terparts from African nations in the
next India– Africa Defence Dialogue
on the sidelines of the DefExpo to
be held at Gandhinagar, Gujarat in
March next year.

The broad theme of this India
Africa Defence Dialogue will be
‘India – Africa: Adopting Strategy for
Synergizing and Strengthening
Defence and Security Cooperation,
’ defence ministry officials said here
on Monday.

India and Africa share a close
and historical relationship. The
foundation of India–Africa defence
relations are based on the two guid-
ing principles namely ‘SAGAR’,
Security and Growth for All in the

Region’ and ‘Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam’, The World is One
Family.

The first-ever India Africa
Defence Ministers Conclave
(IADMC) was held in Lucknow,
Uttar Pradesh in conjunction with
DefExpo in February last year co-
organised by the Ministry of Defence
and Ministry of External Affairs.

This was the first in the series of
Pan Africa events at the Ministerial
level in the run-up to India Africa
Forum Summit IV. A Joint
Declaration, ‘Lucknow Declaration’
was adopted after conclusion of
IADMC 2020 as an outcome docu-
ment of the Conclave.

In furtherance of the declaration
and in consultation with stakehold-
ers, India proposes to institutionalise
the India Africa Defence Dialogue
during successive DefExpos to be
held once every two years.

Institutionalisation of the India
Africa Defence Dialogue will help
building on the existing partnerships
between African countries and India
and to explore new areas of conver-
gence for mutual engagements
including areas like capacity build-
ing, training, cyber security, mar-
itime security and counter terrorism.

It was also decided that
Manohar Parrikar Institute for
Defence Studies and
Analyses(IDSA) shall be the knowl-
edge partner of India Africa Defence
Dialogue and will assist in provid-
ing necessary support for enhanced
defence cooperation between India
and Africa.
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India's foodgrain production
is likely to touch a new

record of over 150 million
tonnes in the Kharif season of
the 2021-22 crop year (July-
June) due to good rains. 

The Agriculture Ministry is
expecting foodgrain produc-
tion to be more than 150 mil-
lion tonnes in the Kharif sea-

son this year, higher than
149.56 million tonnes achieved
in the same season of the 2020-
21 crop year. "We have received
good rains so far this year. Total
Kharif foodgrain production
was 149.56 million tonnes last
year as per the fourth estimate.
As there is likely to be an
increase in area under pulses
and paddy, foodgrain produc-
tion will definitely be much
higher than last year's Kharif
season," Agriculture Secretary
Sanjay Agarwal said on
Monday.

Sowing of Kharif (sum-
mer) crops like paddy, which
begins with the onset of the
Southwest monsoon from June,
will get over by the end of this
month. Harvesting in most of
the parts will commence from
October.

The first estimate of the
country's overall foodgrain
production for this Kharif sea-
son will be released around
September 15, he said.
Agarwal said Kharif foodgrain
production has been pegged
higher despite area sown to
summer crops so far remaining
lower by 10 lakh hectares com-
pared to the year-ago period, as
the ministry is expecting the
gap in the coverage to get
reduced by the end of
September.

Total area sown to Kharif
crops reached 1,096.70 lakh
hectares till September 10 this
year as against 1,106.57 lakh
hectares in the year-ago peri-
od, he said.  The secretary said
there has been a slight increase
in the coverage of paddy and
pulses, while a major drop in
area under crops such as coarse
cereals, cotton and groundnut.
"However, the gap in coverage
is getting reduced as sowing in
some parts will get over by the

end of this month. Looking at
the current situation, we are
definitely expecting better pro-
duction this time," he asserted.

Agarwal also said that the
states have been asked to take
necessary steps for procure-
ment of Kharif crops as in some
states the arrival of crops has
begun. For instance in
Karnataka, arrival of pulses
crop has begun and permission
to the state government has
been given for procurement of
about 40,000 tonne, he said. 

The Secretary also men-
tioned that he will hold a meet-
ing with Punjab and Haryana
in preparation for addressing
the stubble burning issue.
“Funds of around Rs 491 crore
have been released to three
states of Punjab Haryana and
Uttar Pradesh ahead of har-
vesting of Kharif crops for
tackling the stubble burning
issue,” he said.

The stubble burning in
northern India has long been
a major cause of air pollution
even as the central government
has spent Rs 2,245.17 crore to
address this issue in the last
four years. Agarwal said the
states have also been asked to
allow gram sabhas to open
custom hiring centres so that
small farmers can have access
to machines and equipment
used in the management of
crop residue.
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Grounded for over two
years, Jet Airways is

expected to resume domestic
operations in the first quarter
of 2022. 

The airline plans to restart
operations with a flight from
New Delhi to Mumbai. The air-
line also would now be head-
quartered in Delhi instead of
Mumbai. 

After the National
Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT) cleared  Jalan Kalrock
consortium's plan to revive Jet
Airways, the airline is working
closely with authorities and air-
port coordinators to finalise

slot allocations among other
things. 

Jet Airways had ceased
operations in April 2019 and
has become the first Indian car-
rier to be revived under the
bankruptcy laws. In its new
avatar, Jet will be based in Delhi
NCR and not Mumbai like Jet
Airways 1.0.

In a statement, Murari Lal
Jalan, Lead Member of the
Jalan Kalrock Consortium and
the proposed non-executive
chairman of the airline, said,
"Jet Airways 2.0 aims at restart-
ing domestic operations by
Q1-2022, and short haul inter-
national operations by Q3/Q4
2022." 

"Our plan is to have 50-
plus aircraft in three years and
100 plus planes in five years,
which also fits perfectly well
with the short-term and long-
term business plan of the
Consortium," he noted.

"The aircraft are being
selected based on competitive
long term leasing solutions. It
is the first time in the history
of aviation that an airline
grounded for more than two
years is being revived and we
are looking forward to being a
part of this historic journey,"
Jalan said.

The Consortium's state-
ment read that the revival plan
for Jet Airways is being imple-

mented as approved by NCLT
and all the creditors will be set-
tled according to the plan in the
coming months.

The process of reviving
the grounded carrier is on
track with the existing Air
Operator Certificate (AOC)
already under process for reval-
idation, it mentioned.

“It is the first time in the
history of aviation that an air-
line grounded for more than 2
years is being revived and we
are looking forward to being a
part of this historic journey.
The brand Jet Airways has a
huge loyalty-base and we are
confident that with industry
stalwarts like Capt Gaur, we
will be able to capitalize and
create new benchmarks,” he
said. 

The revival plan for Jet
Airways is being implemented
as approved by NCLT and all
the creditors will be settled as
per the plan in the coming
months, the consortium said in
a statement.

����� �%8�&%96�

The Congress on Monday
raised objections over the

proposed disinvestment in the
Container Corporation of India
Ltd (CONCOR), a railway PSU
and Navratna company.

Congress spokesperson
Prof Gaurav Vallabh alleged a
scam and questioned the dis-
investment in a zero-debt, prof-
it-making PSU after the Centre
gave its nod to sell 30.8 percent
out of its 54.8 per cent holding
in CONCOR and management
control to strategic buyers.

The Congress also ques-
tioned how the government
can hand over railway land
acquired from farmers of our
country at a concessional rate
or free of cost to a private party
for commercial use in a “back-
door arrangement”. Vallabh

emphasised that the land
should be returned to the farm-
ers if the Railways have no use
for it.

“It is of more significance
when Adani Ports and Special
Economic Zone Ltd (APSEZ),
says ‘Acquiring CONCOR will
be a breeze’ and ‘It can easily
acquire strategic target CON-
COR.’ The same group already
has ports and airports; if
CONCOR and its dry ports
also go to them, they will have
a monopoly over the export-
import of the entire country.
What ensures us to believe that
they will not exploit this
monopoly for commercial
gains?” Prof Gaurav Vallabh
said while addressing AICC
Press conference.

Vallabh said that from its
humble beginnings, CONCOR
is now an undisputed market

leader having the largest net-
work of 60 Inland Container
Depots (ICD), of which 24 are
situated on the railway land.
Railway Board policy dated
March 19, 2020, notified a
Land Licensing Fees (LLF)
regime for industrial use of its
land and extended the same to
CONCOR. The LLF being
charged by the transporter
now is six per cent of land value
in the first year of license; the
rate will increase at a rate of
seven per cent annually to fac-
tor in inflation.

“Modi government is con-
sidering a change in the lease
rate to two per cent-three per
cent from the current level of
six per cent. This policy may
extend the land lease period
from 5 years to 35 years or
more. In other words, the gov-
ernment is considering the

proposal to lease Railway land
for 35 years by receiving an
upfront 99 per cent of lease
rentals,” he alleged.

For this, CONCOR will
require about Rs 3,500 crore
debts after utilizing Rs 2,500
crore of cash reserves, the
Congress leader added.
Following the long-term lease,
CONCOR will not be paying
any land licensing fees (LLF) to
the Railways. 

"Is the proposal to reduce

LLF an indirect way to hand
over developed government
land to private parties for the
long term," Prof Vallabh
demanded from the Centre.

He further pointed out
that to pay 99 per cent upfront
lease, CONCOR has to raise
debts of Rs 3500 crore and
these debts will directly hurt
the valuation. “Is the entire
transaction is planned to
reduce the valuation of CON-
COR?” he questioned.
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The Ministry of Civil
Aviation on Monday

granted conditional exemp-
tion of usage of drones from
the existing rules for ICMR  to
allow it to experiment delivery
of Covid-19 vaccines in inac-
cessible and rough terrains of
regions of Andaman and
Nicobar, Mizoram and
Nagaland. The system is
already in use in Telangana on
a trial basis in areas that are
inaccessible.

Similarly, the Indian
Institute of Technology, Bombay
(IIT-B) has received drone use
permission for research, devel-
opment and testing of drones in
its own premises.

According to a statement
from the Ministry of Civil
Aviation (MoCA) and
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), allowed
conditional exemption from
Drone Rules, 2021 granting the
two premier institutes in the
country to use the ultra
manned vehicles .

“The permission has been

granted to ICMR for conduct-
ing experimental Beyond
Visual Line of Sight (BVLOS)
vaccine delivery in Andaman
and Nicobar Islands, Manipur,
and Nagaland upto a height of
3000 meters using drones.

“This exemption shall be
subject to the terms and con-
ditions of the said airspace
clearance and shall be valid for
a period of one year from the
date of approval of the said air-
space clearance or until further
orders, whichever is earlier,”
said the statement.

On September 11, Union
Minister for Civil Aviation
Jyotiraditya Scindia had

launched the 'Medicines from
the Sky' project in Telangana's
Vikrabad, under which vac-
cines and other essential prod-
ucts will be transported to
remote areas using drones.

During the trial flight, vac-
cines were delivered in 9 min-
utes, Balfour Manuel, the man-
aging director of Bluedart, had
said.

The project, which seeks to
deliver medicines, vaccination,
and units of blood to remote,
rural areas by means of drones,
is a collaboration of the
Telangana government, World
Economic Forum, HealthNet
Global and NITI Aayog.
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Convalescent plasma does
not reduce the risk of intu-

bation or death in Covid-19
patients, according to a study
which found that people receiv-
ing the therapy experienced
more serious adverse events
than those getting standard
care.

Intubation is a procedure
where a tube is inserted into the
windpipe to make it easier to
breathe.

The research, published in
the journal Nature Medicine,
also found that the antibody
profile in the blood of people
who have had the virus is
extremely variable and this
may modify the response to the
treatment. Convalescent plas-
ma therapy uses blood from
people who have recovered
from an illness to help others
recover.

India had dropped conva-
lescent plasma therapy (CPT)
from its national clinical man-
agement protocol for Covid-19
in May itself.

The Canadian researchers
also found that patients receiv-
ing convalescent plasma expe-
rienced significantly more seri-
ous adverse events than those
receiving standard care.

The majority of those
events were an increased need
for oxygen and worsening res-
piratory failure, they said.
However, the rate of fatal inci-
dents was not significantly dif-
ferent from the control group
of patients who did not receive
the blood.

The clinical trial, called
CONCOR-1, included 940
patients at 72 hospitals in

Canada, the US, and Brazil.
The trial found that con-

valescent plasma had highly
variable donor antibody con-
tent due to the highly variable
immune response to the virus.

Different antibody profiles
in the convalescent plasma
were observed to significantly
impact whether or not patients
experienced intubation or
death.

Unfavourable antibody
profiles, meaning low anti-
body titres, non-functional
antibodies or both, were asso-
ciated with a higher risk of
intubation or death.

“These findings may
explain the apparent conflict-
ing results between randomised
trials showing no benefit, and
observational studies showing
better outcomes with higher
titre products relative to low
titre products," said study co-
principal investigator Jeannie
Callum, an associate scientist at
the Sunnybrook Research
Institute in Canada.

"It appears that it may not
be that high-titre convalescent
plasma is helpful, but rather
that low-titre convalescent plas-
ma is harmful," Callum said.

The researchers noted that
the harm may come from the
transfusion of convalescent
plasma containing poorly func-
tioning antibodies.
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has arrest-

ed Rajiv Saxena in a money-
laundering case linked to an
alleged bank fraud. Saxena is
also an accused in the Rs
3,600-crore VVIP choppers
deal case.

The agency will produce
him before a competent court
to seek his custody, officials
said. Saxena, an alleged mid-
dleman in the AgustaWestland
VVIP choppers deals case, was
based in Dubai and was
deported to India from the
UAE on January 31, 2019.
Following his deportation, the
agency arrested him in a chop-
per deal case.

The helicopter deal was
subsequently scrapped by the
Centre in 2014 after allegations
of payment of kickbacks sur-
faced.

"Saxena is a hawala opera-
tor who runs accommodation
entry business in Dubai

through numerous companies,
known as Matrix group com-
panies, and has laundered pro-
ceeds of crime in the cases of
AgustaWestland chopper scam
(linked to purchase of VVIP
choppers by India) and Moser
Baer bank fraud case," the ED
had earlier said.

“Saxena created structures
for laundering proceeds of
crime generated by accused of
both cases either for the kick-
backs in AgustaWestland case
or defrauding banks by mis-
utilising the loans given to
Moser Baer India Ltd and its
subsidiaries,” the ED had
alleged, adding his role was
under investigation in a num-
ber of other cases.
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In a first, the Centre has
decided to cross check land

records before the procure-
ment of paddy from next
month in a bid to ensure the
MSP reaches farmers and not
traders.   Most procuring states,
barring Assam and
Uttarakhand as well as Jammu
and Kashmir, are ready and
have also integrated digital
land records with the Centre's
nodal procurement agency
Food Corporation of India
(FCI) for this purpose.

Asserting that this new
mechanism is in the interest of
farmers, Food Secretary
Sudhanshu Pandey said the
crop cultivated by farmers
whether in their own land or in
rented land will be procured by
the government.  "It is not nec-
essary for farmers to own the
land or not. If farmers have cul-
tivated any land, that will be
procured," he said.

The whole idea is to cross
check how much crop has
been cultivated in what area

and accordingly procure it, he
said, adding this is where dig-
ital land records integrated
centrally with FCI will help
during the procurement
process. The main objective
behind this mechanism is that
the government procures the
crop from genuine farmers
and not from traders.

According to the Secretary,
"Most states including Punjab are
in complete readiness."  Many
states like Uttar Pradesh and
Odisha had already integrated
their land records, while some
states had not done and they are
doing this year, he added.

The Centre procured 3,449
lakh tonne of paddy at a MSP
value of Rs 6,02,156 crore
between 2016-17 and 2020-21,
while 1,627 lakh tonne of wheat
at MSP value of Rs 2,85,071
crore in the same period.  This
is much higher than 2,495 lakh
tonne of paddy at a MSP value
of Rs 2,88,871 crore between
2009-10 and 2013-14, while
1,395 lakh tonne of wheat at
MSP value of Rs 1,68,223 crore
in the same period.
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Resentment is brewing up
among thousands of organ-

ic and natural farmers spread
across the districts of
Coimbatore, the Nilgiris,
Tirupur, Erode and Dindigul
following the announcement
by the DMK Government that
the headquarters of Tamil
Nadu Organic Certification
Department at Coimbatore
would soon be shifted to
Chennai.

The TNOCD was launched
with the objective of ensuring
sustainable productivity with-
out the use of artificial external
inputs such as agro chemicals,
fertilizers and pesticides, said G
K Nagaraj, president of the
Agricultural Wing of Tamil
Nadu BJP, who is a lead farmer
in the region. He said the deci-
sion to shift the head quarters
comes at a time when the
entire Kongu region consisting
of the seven districts were on
the verge of switching over to
organic and natural farming.

“The farming community
in this region would be put to
difficulties once the State

administration shifts the
TNOCD to Chennai where
there is no kind of natural
farming. All of us may have to
commute to Chennai to meet
our needs for natural farming
at this critical juncture,” said
Nagaraj who along with hun-
dreds of farmers handed over
a representation to the District
Collector pleading with the
government not to go ahead
with the shifting.

“This is yet another proof
of the indifference of the Tamil
Nadu Government towards the
problems faced by people in the
western region. More than 30
per cent of the tax revenue of
Tamil Nadu is generated from
this region and we need a fair
deal from the Government in
Chennai,” Vanathi Srinivasan,
who represents Coimbatore
South in Tamil Nadu Legislative
Assembly. Srinivasan who is
also the national president of
the BJP’s women’s wing said that
instead of shifting the TNOCD
from Coimbatore, the
Government should have mod-
ernised the centre by incorpo-
rating the new technologies
that would benefit natural and
organic farming.
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Before the arrival of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi

in Aligarh, a ruckus has been
created in the name of Jinnah's
portrait in Aligarh Muslim
University. A Bharatiya Janata
Party worker put the picture
of the founder of Pakistan,
Mohammad Ali Jinnah in a
public toilet. However, it was
removed after being informed.
BJP said action will be taken
against the miscreants.

On Monday, in a viral
video, a BJP worker, identified
as Shivang Tiwari, is seen
putting Jinnah's poster in the
toilet and trampling it with his
feet. Tiwari is the media in-
charge of BJP Vishnupuri
mandal. Shivang Tiwari has
demanded that the picture of
Jinnah in the union hall of
AMU should be removed. A
few days before this, he along
with his colleagues had also
sent a letter written in blood
to PM Modi demanding the
removal of Jinnah's portrait
from the Union Hall of 
AMU. 

Tiwari put many posters
of Jinnah in the toilet of
Gandhi Park Bus Stand and

made photos and videos viral
on the internet media. Shivang
says that this is the place for
the poster of the person who
broke the country. We will
continue protesting till the
picture is removed. 

BJYM District President
Mukesh Lodhi said that BJP is
a disciplined party, there are
many ways to protest, it
should not have been done
like this. BJP Metropolitan
President Dr. Vivek Saraswat
said that he does not know
Shivang Tiwari. The executive
committee of the Mandal is
big, so such a name has never
surfaced. 

In the past, the matter has
also heated up several times
regarding Jinnah's picture in
the Union Hall of AMU. BJP
MP Satish Gautam had writ-
ten a letter to the management
to remove the picture from the
hall, which was opposed by
the students. Even after this
many times BJP workers have
raised the matter to remove
the picture. 

But the picture is still in
the union hall. Under the
pressure of the students, the
management could not
remove it.
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The BJP and the CPI(M) on
Monday fielded Priyanka

Tibrewal and Srijib Das respec-
tively from the high-profile
Bhawanipore Assembly con-
stituency against Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee. While the
Chief Minister is a qualified
lawyer the two contestants field-
ed by the BJP and the Left are
legal practioners too making the
Bhawanipore by-elections an
all-advocates affair so to say.

While Das is a complete
green-horn in terms of con-
testing elections, Tibrewal a
vocal BJP leader and a Calcutta
High Court lawyer unsuccess-
fully fought the April-May
Assembly polls losing to TMC
leader and minister Javed Khan
from the Entally constituency
in central Kolkata.

When reminded of the
towering personality she is
contesting against Tibrewal
said “there is nothing called a
superstar in the field of elec-
tions because the voters of a
democratically conscious con-
stituency like Bhawanipore
always weigh up the issues
more than anything else.”

The BJP candidate who
was earlier referred to as a
“Bacchha” (a kid) by Banerjee’s
election-manager Firhad
Hakim also said that “some

people look like Bacchha but
have explosive qualities … let
the time come and the Mr
Hakim will understand
whether I am a bacchha or a
veteran.”

The BJP would give the
Chief Minister a taste of
Nandigram --- where Banerjee
was defeated by her onetime
protégé-turned-BJP leader
Suvendu Adhikari by 1,900
votes --- Tibrewal said. “Here
the people of Bhawanipore has
got a chance to give the Chief
Minister a taste of Nandigram
… I think they will not miss out
on that opportunity.”

State BJP president Dilip
Ghosh on the other hand said
that “the BJP has come to fight
the elections with high spirits as
we are the principal opposition
party in Bengal … we will go all
out to win the elections about
which we are pretty confident…
the TMC should remember
that no one becomes a star
overnight … even Mamata
Banerjee was a newcomer when
she created history by defeating
in her first election a political
heavy-weight like Somnath
Chatterjee in 1984.”

Apparently the BJP’s con-
fidence stems from the sizeable
population of non-Bengali peo-
ple residing in the area.
Bhawanipore has a whopping
42 percent population of

Hindi-speaking voters includ-
ing Gujaratis, Marwaris,
Punjabis and those from Bihar
and UP.

“If the Left manages to
retain its own support base of
about 15-20 percent then the
BJP has a fairly good chance,”
said a State party leader.

The Left Front candidate
who has been working silent-
ly --- away from political lime-
light --- said that “the main
issue in Bengal is inflation, ris-
ing price of oil, gas and lack of
jobs for which the people have
to go to outside states … they
have seen the 10-year rule of
Mamata Banerjee and 7-year
rule of Modi in the Centre …
now they may start think dif-
ferently … we are taking our
plans and programmes without
much political fanfare to them
and they are quietly listening to
us … we are expecting to put
up a good show.”

The Congress which was
likely to contest the elections
with the backing of the Left
however chose to withdraw
following a decision taken by its
national leadership. On
whether the Congress “betray-
al” would hurt its alliance with
the Left CPI(M) Rajya Sabha
member Bikash Bhattacharya
said “such small deviations
here and there do not affect
broader alliances.”
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On the first death anniver-
sary of Lok Janshakti Party

(LJP) founder and former
Union Minister Ram Vilas
Paswan, his son and LJP chief
Chirag Paswan tried to iron out
differences by inviting leaders
from all parties in Patna, except
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar
who skipped the programme.

Leaders from various par-
ties gathered on this occasion
except Nitish Kumar or any top
Janata Dal (United) leader who
chose to skip this event. This
has fuelled speculation about
the JD(U) leaders maintaining
a distance from Chirag Paswan.

It is speculated that Nitish
Kumar wants to maintain a dis-
tance from LJP's Chirag
Paswan under any circum-
stances. The big question is
whether relations can turn so
sour in the course of political
enmity that old relations are
sidelined.

Chirag's uncle and Union
Minister Pashupati Paras of LJP
(Paras) faction attended this
programme and paid tributes
to his brother Ram Vilas
Paswan. He said that even if he
had not been invited, he would
still have come.

Though Nitish Kumar paid
tributes to Ram Vilas Paswan,
he did not attend the event
hosted by Chirag Paswan.

Political experts are view-

ing this feud from different
viewpoints. Political critic Ajay
Kumar says, "Even if Nitish
Kumar had attended this pro-
gramme, he would not have
suffered any political loss but
instead he would have benefit-
ed. This is the beginning of a
wrong tradition in politics."

Manoj Chaurasia, who
knows the politics of Bihar
from close quarters, says,
"Nitish Kumar's absence from
this event gives a clear indica-
tion that he is not interested in
mending ties between the
JD(U) and the LJP but wants to
further maintain a distance
from LJP."

He said the JD(U) became
the third largest party in the
2020 Bihar Assembly elections.
JD(U) leaders hold the LJP
responsible for their party's
poor performance so Nitish
Kumar does not seem to be in
any mood to forgive LJP leader
Chirag Paswan.

"JD(U) believes that
Chirag's strategy and politics
are responsible for reducing the
party's position in Bihar," says
Manoj Chaurasia.

On the other hand, by
attending this event, BJP lead-
ers have expressed that even
though LJP (Paras) Chief
Pashupati Kumar Paras has
been made a Union minister,
the saffron party will continue
to support Chirag Paswan as
well.

Chirag has been continu-
ously targeting Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar and even alleged
that the JD(U) was involved in
breaking the LJP into two fac-
tions. Political experts consid-
er this gesture as a revenge by
the LJP.

The LJP has split into two
factions, one led by Chirag
Paswan and the other by
Pashupati Paras. Both the fac-
tions claim to represent the real
LJP.
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Minister of Railways,
Ashwini Vaishnaw, on

Monday visited SMVD Katra
and laid the foundation stone
for enhanced infrastructure
and passenger amenities at the
Sri Mata Vaishno Devi Katra
station. He reviewed the ongo-
ing work on the Udhampur-
Srinagar-Baramulla-Rail-Link
Project (USBRL). 

Vaishnaw boarded the
Vande Bharat Express train from
SMVD Katra for Jammu. He
interacted with the passengers
while on the train. Sh. Ashutosh
Gangal, General Manager
Northern Railway, Chief
Administrative Officer, USBRL
Project, Sh. S.K. Jha, Divisional
Railway Manager, Firozpur, Dr.
Seema Sharma and other officials
of Northern Railway and USBRL
were present on the occasion.

The Minister was briefed
about the progress of work of
the USBRL project which is to
link Jammu to Srinagar by the
USBRL Engineers. The project
which is to Link Jammu to
Srinagar Valley through an all-
weather rail line is being built
at a cost of � 27,949 crore.

Shivamogga (Karnataka): The
Karnataka Police has arrested 12
persons, including a gram pan-
chayat secretary, in connection
with the burying of 150 stray
dogs alive at a village of
Shivamogga district, sources
said on Monday.

The horrifying incident
came to light on September 7.

The police arrested persons
who allegedly injected poison
into the stray dogs, two mem-
bers of gram panchayat, a JCB
operator, and secretary and
bill collector of the Kambadalu-
Hosur gram panchayat.

The gram panchayat gave
the task of catching and sterilis-
ing stray dogs within panchay-
at limits to private contractors. It
was proposed in the meeting and
the emolument rate was fixed for
the exercise. The contractor was
supposed to catch stray dogs and
release them after the neutering
exercise.

The members of panchay-
at, including the secretary and
others conspired, planned and
executed the plan of injecting
the dogs allegedly with poison
and burying them alive, police
said.

The villagers and animal
activists lodged a complaint.
The police have got the post-
mortem conducted on 60 
dogs. IANS
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Leaving Deputy Chief
Minister Nitin Patel 'unhap-

py'', first-time MLA Bhupendra
Patel was on Monday sworn-in
as the 17th Chief Minister of
Gujarat by  Governor Acharya
Devvrat in place of Vijay
Rupani,  who resigned a year
ahead of next Assembly elec-
tions in the State.

The 59-year-old
Bhupendra Rajnikant Patel,
the first Ahmedabadi Chief
Minister of Gujarat, is also a
first-time MLA, first-time
Minister and first 'Kadva Patel'
to take the CM's chair 
seat.

He will announce his
Cabinet after two-day, sources
said.

This is the fourth change of
Chief Minister in the BJP-
ruled States after shifting of  B
S Yediyurappa (Karnataka) and
-Tirath Singh Rawat- and
Trivendra Singh Rawat
(Uttarakhand).

The hand-picking  by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
of  a lightweight 'Patidar' for the
top post has made  Deputy-
Chief Minister Nitin Patel, a
many-time hot contender for
the top post   "unhappy'' and
disgruntled.

The new Chief Minister
met Nitin Patel, also a 'patidar'
leader, to soothe his ruffled
feathers.

Patel was sworn-in in the
presence of union  Home

Minister Amit Shah.
Modi congratulated Patel

saying, "I have known him for
years and have seen his exem-
plary work, be it in the BJP
Organisation or in civic
administration and commu-
nity service. He will certainly
enrich Gujarat's growth tra-
jectory.". 

Madhya Pradesh and Goa
Chief Ministers Shivraj Singh
Chouhan and Pramod Sawant
were on stage for the oath-tak-
ing ceremony of Patel.

Nitin Patel  did not try to
hide his hurt feelings for
being sidelined as a CM can-
didate and  said  while
addressing a gathering in his
home turf  Mehsana on
Sunday, that  he had seen
many ups and downs, and
asserted that nobody can
"throw him out" as he lives in
people's heart. 

The outgoing CM Rupani,
however, kept his own counsel
and dismissed opposition barb

on the Modi-government for
removing him.

"I do not care what the
opposition has to say....this
sort of a smooth transition of
power is possible only within
the BJP....I will continue to
work for the party," said
Former Gujarat CM.

On his part Modi said that
former Rupani worked tire-
lessly for all sections of the soci-
ety.

"During his five years as
CM, Vijay Rupani Ji has under-
taken many people-friendly
measures. He worked tireless-
ly for all sections of society. I
am certain he will continue to
contribute to public service in
the times to come," said Prime
Minister. 

Rupani who comes from a
numerically smaller commu-
nity of Jains,  was said to have
been found short of expecta-
tions while handling the
Covid19 pandemic in the 
state.
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An eight-year-old girl was
raped in Basti district while

in Etawah two sisters returning
from a Mahila police station
were abducted by three men
and gang-raped during the last
24 hours.

In Basti, a 16-year-old boy
and also a distant relative
forced himself on the minor
girl while her family members
were not at home in a village in
Dhubulia police station area on
Sunday evening.

When the family members
returned home shortly after, the
victim narrated her ordeal after
which her father called up the
local police station. A police
team immediately rushed to the
location and admitted the girl to
a clinic for treatment where her 
condition was stated to be sta-
ble.

A case was registered
under Section 376 of IPC and
provisions of POCSO Act and
a hunt was underway for the
juvenile accused.

In Etawah, a young woman
accompanied by her sister visit-
ed the Mahila police station to
lodge a complaint against her hus-
band on Sunday evening. While
they were returning to their
native village at Saifai, a stranger

offered them lift. On the way he
stopped at a hotel and called one
of his aides. Later one of them
forced the sisters to drink alcohol
and later took the intoxicated sis-
ters to a shop and gang-raped
them after downing the shutters.
The sisters were also brutally beat-
en up by the accused so that they
did not complain about the crime
to the police.

The accused abandoned
the sisters in the shop and were
trying to flee when a police
patrol asked them to stop. As
they started fleeing, the police
team chased and nabbed them.

The police said that while
the arrests were made, they
heard wails from a nearby shop
that was half-closed. The police
team entered the shop only to
find the injured and scantily clad
victims weeping. On learning
about their ordeal, the victims
were rushed to Etawah district
hospital for medical examina-
tion. The victims later lodged an
FIR in this connection at Saifai
police station.
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Congress general secretary Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra, on Monday, took

on the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party,
saying that only time would tell which
party --Congress or BJP-- had lost exis-
tence in the country's politically most
crucial State- Uttar Pradesh.

Priyanka Vadra, who is touring her
mother Sonia Gandhi's Prliamentary
constituency Rae Bareli and the lost
bastion of Amethi, was responding to
UP Deputy Chief Minister Keshav
Prasad Maurya's claim that the State
had got rid of Congress.

A day earlier, on Sunday, she had
taken a jibe at a Government adver-
tisement claiming that fake develop-
ment had been highlighted by the BJP
in the name of ‘Transforming UP’.

“We fulfilled what we promised to
the public,” Priyanka Vadra asserted
while saying that the people would
reply to the BJP for cheating them with
false promises of ‘achhey din’ and for
even depriving the public of two meals
by snatching their jobs or through
unemployment besides a steep hike in
prices of all essential commodities,
including petroleum products, edible
oils and other edible items.

Meanwhile, Congress Pradesh
Election Committee (PEC) chairman

Salman Khurshid reiterated a well-
known fact that Congress would con-
test the 2022 UP polls under the lead-
ership of Priyanka Vadra.

Making it clear that Congress would
not stitch an alliance with any party and
would go it alone in the UP polls,
Khurshid said that his party had not yet
decided on its chief ministerial candi-
date but it would field candidates on all
403 assembly constituencies in UP.

Khurshid, who was in Agra to take
people's feedback for the party manifesto,
stressed that the manifesto would include
voices of the common people by visiting
assembly constituencies to get a sense of
the problems being faced by the 
locals.

"This will make people happy and
they can say that this manifesto is their
own," the Congress leader said.

"We have visited other districts
such as Ayodhya, Jhansi, Gorakhpur,
and others and on Sunday in Agra, we
interacted with the natives of Tora vil-
lage. People complained about sever-
al issues such as pension for widows
and old people," Khurshid said.

Meanwhile, Priyanka Vadra on
Monday, left for Delhi after wrapping
up her five-day tour of the state dur-
ing which she exhorted party workers
to work round-the-clock for the 2022
UP assembly polls.
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Veteran Congress leader Oscar
Fernandes, who passed away on

Monday,  was one of those personalities
who  had virtually no enemy in the cut-
throat world of politics both within and
outside the Congress.

He was hospitalised a couple of
months ago after suffering a fall at his
house while doing his regular exercise
and had to be operated upon.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
expressed anguish over the death of the
veteran Congress leader saying:
"Saddened by the death of Rajya Sabha
MP Shri Oscar Fernandes ji. In this sad
hour, my thoughts and prayers are with
his family and well wishers. May his soul
rest in peace." 

Former Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh too condoled the death of his for-
mer cabinet colleague and remembered
him as a pleasant personality and peo-
ple's man and one of the tallest leaders
of the Congress.

Describing him as 'Ajaathashatru' (a
person who has no enemy), former
Prime Minister H D Deve Gowda said,
"Let almighty bestow peace on his soul."

While Karnataka Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai hailed the  service of
Oscar Fernandes to the state and nation,
former CM H D Kumaraswamy said
Oscar Fernandes looked up to the
Congress as a mother figure and loved
all.

"It is a personal loss for me. He was
a guide and mentor to many of us in the
Congress party. He will be missed and
fondly remembered for his contribu-
tions," Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
said in a tweet.

The Chief Ministers of Congress
ruled States as well CMs of other parties
also condoled the death of Congress
leader.

Fernandes was a sitting member of
the Rajya Sabha from Karnataka. He had
been a five-time Lok Sabha MP and a
four-time Rajya Sabha member. He had
entered politics as a member of the
Udupi Municipal Council and was elect-
ed to Lok Sabha for the first time in 1980.

Fernandes became the parliamentary
secretary to the prime minister Rajiv
Gandhi in December 1984 and then the
AICC general secretary in 1985.
Thereafter, he went on to assume sever-
al key positions in the party and
Government.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will lay the founda-

tion stone of Raja Mahendra
Pratap Singh State University
and also inspect exhibition
models of Uttar Pradesh
Defence Industrial Corridor
and Raja Mahendra Pratap
Singh State University in
Aligarh on Tuesday.

The Prime Minister’s visit is
being viewed as yet another
move by the Bharatiya Janata
Party to placate the Jat commu-
nity of western UP which has
been seething over the three new
farm laws, no hike in cane price
and high input costs of farming.

The ruling party is looking
to send a message to the Jats
that none of the previous
regimes bestowed any honour
on the ‘most powerful Jat king
in the way he deserved.

While campaigning for by-
elections for assembly seats
Tundla in Firozabad and Iglas in
neighbouring Hathras in 2019,
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
had announced the setting up of
a State university after Raja
Mahendra Pratap, who once
donated land to Aligarh Muslim
University (AMU).  The Chief
Minister had then said that
even though the Jat king donat-
ed land for the AMU, his name

was never engraved on its walls
and hence, the BJP Government
would set up a university to
honour the Raja, who was a
great freedom fighter, educa-
tionist and social reformer. The
university will be set up in an
area of over 92 acres in Lodha
village and Musepur Kareem
Jarouli village of Aligarh's Kol
tehsil and once operational, it
will provide affiliation to 395
colleges of Aligarh division.

Raja Mahendra Pratap
Singh’s great grandson Charat
Pratap Singh, who had earlier
sent a legal notice to the AMU
over lease expiration of the land
donated by the Hathras royal,
expressed satisfaction at the
move.

“We are happy with the
government decision. I would
say ‘der aaye durust aaye’ bet-
ter late than never). The fam-
ily is very happy and we wel-
come the decision. This is a his-
torical step. Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath has played an
important role in setting up this
new university. I personally
congratulated him after this
decision. He recognised the
contribution of Raja Mahendra
Pratap in the field of education.
Some people are relating this
decision with politics but we
are not relating it with Jat pol-
itics,” he said.
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However, why the reality of
Communist USSR did not gnaw
on the conscience of artists/writ-
ers is a matter of speculation. It
was the fear psychosis at the
spread of Communism that
fuelled the rise of Fascism and
Nazism in western Europe. The
USSR had nationalised private
property and collectivised agri-
cultural land. Fascists and Nazis
promised to defend private
property, though their own
party rule was a laterally invert-
ed mirror image of the
Bolshevik party.

Maxim Gorky, the iconic
Russian author and member of
Communist Party himself,
wrote an unflattering descrip-
tion of the Bolshevik horrors.
Gorky, “conscience of the
Revolution”, became an incon-
venient person, and sent to
Germany, by the Russian lead-
ership. Yet, he could not stir up
the conscience of Europe on
Bolshevism as he had about
Czarist repressions once.
Brecht’s poem Grabinschrift
für Gorki (Epitaph for Gorky)
is so weak in comparison to his
anti-Fascist poems that it was
better that he never wrote it.

Anti-Fascism provided the
trigger for “organising”
Progressive Literature and
Culture in India in the 1930s.
The Communists merely fitted
into that “Big Tent”. Paucity of

historical material, especially
for the period 1939-1941,
makes understanding of liter-
ary currents difficult.

This columnist had to
depend upon the memoirs of
exact contemporaries author-
filmmaker Khwaja Ahmad
Abbas (1914-87) and
Communist researcher
Chinmohan Sehnabis (1913-
1987) to understand the
growth of progressive litera-
ture and theatre in Bombay
and Calcutta. Abbas, one of
the founding members of the
Bombay branch of
Progressive Writers
Association (PWA) in 1942,
dismisses the myth that PWA
was a front organisation of the
Communist Party of India.
He informs that less than
half of the PWA members
were Communists. However,
“there was such energy in
them, and their writings, such
mesmeric dynamism in their
character and personality,
such evangelical fervour in
the talk” that the legend arose
that PWA was a Communist
“front” organisation (KAA, I
am not an Island, P.227).

Similarly, IPTA was an “odd
spectrum of deepest Red and
deepest Blue”, which brought
rich socialites, socialists and
thousands of mill workers
together. “They were united by

their desire to revitalise Indian
theatre and to use it as a medi-
um of progressive thought”
(KAA, I write as I feel, P.30).

Sehnabis provides a similar
picture in his Bengali collective
writings — “46: Ekti Sanskritic
Andolon Prasange” (46: About
a Cultural Movement). Here, the
numerical stands for the address
46, Dharmatala Street, Kolkata,
from where the Youth Cultural
Institute functioned since 1941.
The YCI was actuated by anti-
Fascist outlook but its guest
speakers were not confined to
believers in Communism. The
YCI literary gatherings, which
include music and films, were
equally popular with a wide sec-
tion of people. Sehnabis empha-
sises that in those days, no dog-
matism of ideology prevailed.

This was how the Left
entered the world of art and
culture in alliance with others,
but later gave a particular ori-
entation to it. While one could
criticise their dominance in the
field of academia, media, his-
toriography, literature and the-
atre, the criticism alone cannot
provide an alternative. Left’s
influence is on the wane, but
they worked methodically to
achieve what they achieved.

(The writer is an author
and independent researcher
based in New Delhi. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Sir — There is heartening news for peo-
ple who have lower antibody levels; they
don’t need to worry as the Government
is mulling to administer a booster or
third dose. This decision is crucial as over
20 per cent of the inoculated population
has failed to develop antibodies against
COVID-19. As per the Institute of Life
Science (ILS), the efficacy of Covishield
and Covaxin are in the vicinity of 70 per
cent and 80 per cent respectively, leav-
ing 20 to 30 per cent of the population
vulnerable. It is hard to imagine the sit-
uation of the poor and underdeveloped
nations as they are not able to procure
even the first dose, let alone the boost-
er shot.

India, as a growing and developing
country, should take the initiative and
make vaccines available to people of all
ages in all needy countries. This is not
possible without the help of developed
countries like the US, Japan, the UK etc.
It’s time to show the world that India
believes in what it says and prove
“Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam” true to the
world. However, this should be done after
ensuring that India has enough jabs for
its own citizens.

Manisha Panwar | Ujjain 
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Sir — Novak Djokovic’s quest for a
record 21st major title came to an end
at the final hurdle with a 6-4, 6-4, 6-4
loss to Russia’s Daniil Medvedev in the
US Open final at the Flushing Meadows.
Daniil Medvedev, playing in his third
Grand Slam final, hoisted the trophy as
he avenged the straight sets defeat by
Djokovic earlier this year in the
Australian Open final. In his victory
speech, Medvedev admitted that Novak
Djokovic is the greatest tennis player in
tennis history. Winning the US Open
final and that, too, against a tough oppo-
nent like Djokovic is a dream-come-true
win.

Medvedev, serving throughout the
final, was outstanding but when it real-
ly mattered and on the verge of winning

a Grand Slam title, he committed silly
errors and committed double faults in a
crucial juncture of the game. Serving at
5-2, Medvedev double faulted on match
point, allowing Djokovic to secure his
break. After the top seed held serve to
trim the deficit to 5-4, Medvedev dou-
ble-faulted again. But the 25-year-old did
not squander another chance, gathering
himself to clinch the title on his third
attempt. In the end, it was the US Open
Championship for Medvedev. 

CK Subramaniam | Mumbai
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Sir — Our criminal justice system and
the laws are accused-friendly. They
need to be made victim-friendly. Our
criminal justice system is cumbersome
and lengthy. It takes years to conclude a
rape case. Many cases which date back
to years ago are still pending disposal in
our courts. The accused finds many
loopholes in our laws and comes out eas-

ily from the clutches of the law. A nurse
by the name of Aruna Shanbaug was sex-
ually assaulted in 1973 by a ward boy. She
remained in a vegetative state in the hos-
pital for over 37 years. 

The suffering of a rape victim can-
not be described simply in words.
Neither the law nor the police have been
able to stop the occurrence of such inci-
dents. Our criminal justice should also
render instant justice to the victims. Early
justice and stringent punishment to the
perpetrators of rape cases is the need of
the hour. Also, the prosecution rate is not
commensurate to the number of crimes
that take place against women, a signif-
icant percentage of which is not even
reported. This requires a change. Only
then the crime-against-women graph
will head towards south.

Sravana Ramachandran | Chennai
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Internationally renowned
Greek composer Mikis
Theodorakis (1925-2021)
recently passed away in

Athens at an advanced age of 96.
Globally, he would be best remem-
bered for his music in films like
‘Zorba the Greek’, ‘Z’ and ‘Serpico’.
However, in his death, he was also
recalled for something more. It was
his strong commitment to Marxist
ideology, for which he had suffered
privation, incarceration, torture
and exile in different phases of life.
An immensely gifted Theodorakis
could become an opulent virtuoso
by monetising his talent. He did
not disavow Communism, though
he transcended it. Entire Greece
mourned Theodorakis in his
death, as they had celebrated the
composer in his lifetime.

This brings us to the broader
question why a number of leading
artists, writers and creative person-
alities in the 20th century gravitat-
ed towards the Communist ideol-
ogy. Communism never projected
itself as ‘artistic’ as candidly as it
claimed itself to be ‘scientific’. The
simplest answer would be that
many artists/writers felt inspired by
the vision of an egalitarian society,
oppression-free world and warless
international order that
Communism promised. A more
complex psychological explanation
would be that artists/writers —
who moved in the subtle world of
ideas, colours, rhyme and melody
— saw in Communism an oppor-
tunity to change the world. Being
the “unacknowledged legislators of
the world”, as Percy Bysshe Shelley
said of the poets, was a noble temp-
tation. The opening line of a Hindi
song by lyricist Shailendra would
sum it up: “Tu zinda hai to, zinda-
gi ki jeet mein yakin kar/Agar
kahin hai swarg to utaar laa zameen
par (If you are alive, believe in the
triumph of life/If there is a heaven
somewhere, bring it down upon
earth). Shailendra himself was a
Communist, and his song became
an anthem in Indian People’s
Theatre Association (IPTA).

The devastation caused by the
First World War, followed by rise
of ultranationalist ideologies like
the Fascists and Nazis, was a trig-
ger for emergence of progressive lit-
erature/art not only in Europe but
far-off India. It was difficult to think
of Berthold Brecht without the
background of Inter-War period.
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Telecom operators includingAirtel,
Vodafone Idea or Vi and Reliance
Jio have submitted a charter of
demands to the Centre.

They primarily relate to licence fees:
reducing the license fee from three per
cent of adjusted gross revenue (AGR) to
one per cent, USOF (Universal Service
Obligation Fund) contribution from five
per cent of AGRto one per cent, spectrum
usage charge (SUC) from 3-6 per cent
(depending on when the operator
acquired spectrum in respective bands) to
a uniform three per cent for all operators,

A demand is also to extend the tenure
of leased spectrum to operators from 20
years to 40 years. They want a7-10-year
moratorium on payments (in addition
totwo years already given). They demand
reducing interest rate on all outstanding
deferred payment liabilities (for acquiring
spectrum) and outstanding AGR dues
from 9-10 per centto four per cent or less,
only telecom revenue be considered for
levying license fee and SUC, early com-
pletion of the TRAI (Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India) consultation paper on
'floor price for tariffs and waiver of
financial and performance bank guaran-
tees (BGs).   

Reportedly, the Government has
agreed to reduceSUC by per cent 'prospec-
tively', allowadditional moratorium of two
years for payments, consider telecom rev-
enue only for AGR calculation 'prospec-
tively' and reducing BG on AGR dues and
deferred spectrum payments (DSP).
Additionally, it has kept an option open
for "converting a portion of Vi dues to
equity after four years". 

The above relaxations will ease cash
flow of the operators,though there is scope
as well as strong justification for doing
more particularly with regard to levies.
Under the current environment wherein,
the operators are buying spectrum -
unlike in the past when it came bundled
with the license - there is no logic in col-
lecting license fee and SUC also. There is
also no valid casefor continuing with
USOFlevy (meant to fund building rural
infrastructure) all the more when there is
un-used money in the Fund.

Even so, a drastic reduction in the
levies will not help in extricating a major
operator from the financial disaster it is
currently facing. The real culprits are the
policies and regulatory environment that
have favored one player even while target-
ing others.

On the policy front, even as other
operators paid gargantuan sums for
obtaining license and spectrum, RJio got
these at a throwaway price.It acquired an
internet service provider (ISP) license
from an unknown entity, Infotel
Broadband Services Pvt Ltd (IBSPL) in
2010, and got with it pan-India broadband
wireless spectrum (BWA) by paying
�12,837 crore. In 2013, this was convert-
ed into a unified license (UL) to provide
voice services also by paying an addition-
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To develop connectivity
and boost commercial
a c t iv i t y, I T I - DK D -

Y(Istanbul-Tehran-Islamabad-
D e l h i - Ko l k at a - D h a k a -
Yangon) route has been long
proposed as the major rail
freight transport corridor. It
has great potential and can
have a positive impact on the
economy of the sub-region
and of the countries involved. 

The proposed ITI-DKD-
Y corridor will be part of the
Southern Corridor of the
Trans Asia route (TAR),
which is the least integrated,
but crosses the most popu-
loussub-regions in the world
with a maximum potential of
consolidating Asia's industri-
al activity. 

The new corridor could
provide transport connec-
tions to ensure the accessibil-

ity and development of land-
locked countries such as
Afghanistan, Bhutan and
Nepalbecoming an artery for
intra-regional trade. 

Currently, the Turkey-Iran
part of the corridor is opera-
tional. For the ITI train to get
on tracks, the weaker part of
the equation -Pakistan -- has
to upgrade its infrastructure in
Baluchistan province. Here
lies a catch as it is linked to the
Belt Road initiative (BRI) of
China which is trying to set up
access to Gwadar port through
Pakistan railways. Opening of
the ITI route depends on
internal dynamics and rela-
tions between Baluchisand the
Pakistan Government.With
the US exit from Afganistan,
the scenario is further changed
in the region. 

Indian Railways has pri-

oritised the railway corridor
that connects Istanbul to
Dhaka (Bangladesh) through
Delhi and Kolkata.

India's emphasis is on
regional connectivity projects
with Nepal-Bangladesh-
Bhutan. Connectivity with
Nepal will be boosted with the
completion of Jogbani(IR)-
Biratnagar(Nepal) line of
which 5.4km is in India and
13.3 Km is Nepal and
Jaynagar(IR)-Bijalpura(Nepal)

of which around 3 km is in
India and around 17 km in
Nepal besides theRaxual-
Birganj link. These networks
will boost trade within
SAARC countries and will be
cost effective. These will also
be subroutes to TAR.

India has also an ambi-
tious project to connect all
state capitals of eastern states
with the IR network. Such
links are expected to be com-
pleted in another year or two.
One of these -- Imphal in
Manipur -- is on the TAR.

The India- Mayanmar rail
connectivity is planned
through Jiribam-Imphal in
Manipur. The missing link
between the two countries is
the Jiribam-Moreh (India)-
Tamu-Kaley (Kalemyo-
Myanmar) section, and this
alignment is part of the south-

ern corridor of the Trans-
Asian Railway (TAR) net-
work. The link between
Jiribam and Imphal (110 km)
is under construction by
Indian Railways over inhos-
pitable terrain.There is no
sanction plan for construction
of a rail link to Moreh from
Imphal and is not likely to
happen in the near future. 

The other route to
Mayanmar is through
Bangladesh Railway network.
C h i t t a g o n g - D o h a z a r i -
Gundum(Cox bazaar route)
and further on to Maynmar.
This needs Chittagong-Cox
Bazar rail network to be com-
pleted and corresponding
link to Yangon on Myanmar
side also implemented. The
gaps in both sides are too long
to be bridged soon.

Bangladesh Railways has

several projects to improve rail
connectivity internally which
will in the long run be part of
TAR. The rail-cum-road
bridge over the Padma river-
being built at Mawa-Bhanga
will be part of the rail route
between Dhaka-Jessore and
through Jessore to
Kolkata.This link has the
potential to cut down actual
running timeby two hours
between Kolkata and Dhaka.
If customs and immigration
time is fine-tuned, one can
reach Dhaka in 7-8 hours and
Agartala in 12hours or so
from Kolkata. Presently these
journeys take 12 hrs and 40-
oddhours,respectively from
Kolkata. This route is expect-
ed to be completed in 2024. 

The Dhaka-Comilla chord
rail route planned by BR will
provide an even shortened

route between Bangladesh
and Tripura, Mizoram
andManipur. The port towns
of Chittagong, Magla and
Payara in Bangladesh and the
India-Nepal-Bhutan corridor
will be easily linked, boosting
trade in land-locked countries
of SAARC.

For the ambitious ITI-
DKD-Y route to be fully oper-
ational, infrastructural inputs
in Pakistan, India,Bangladesh
and Myanmarare very impor-
tant. This will be achieved with
good relationships between
neighbouring countries. Much
will depend on the security
scenario and socio-political
situation of the countries
involved.Political stability in
the countries of the region and
government patronage to rail
projects are important for such
routes to be fully operational. 
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al fee of a mere �1,658 crore - a
price that telcos paid in 2001.

On the regulatory front too,
TRAI went out of its way to favor
RJio. In September 2016, in a
bizarre move rarely seen before,
RJio entered the market with 'free'
and 'unlimited' voice calls and
low-cost data-a case of 'predatory'
pricing.The incumbent operators
were forced to reduce tariff dras-
tically to match RJio.Post-revi-
sion, the tariff in India at less than
$ 1 per GB was a fraction of what
customers in other countries pay
($30 in Japan, $18 Korea, $15 the
UK and 10 in USA).

In February 2018, TRAI
amended the Telecom Tariff Order
(TTO) to define a firm to be
predator, if in a relevant market
(circle) it offers services at less than
its average variable cost (AVC) and
controls 30 per cent market share
or above. During 2017-18, even as
all firms were selling below AVC,
incumbent operators had a market
share above 30 pre cent whereas,
RJio had a share of under30 per
cent. In the eyes of the regulator,
the former were predators even as
the latter was not.

The amended order being 'one-
sided' and 'discriminatory', was set
aside by the Telecom Disputes
Settlement Appellate Tribunal
(TDSAT). But, by the time TDSAT
gave its verdict (December 13,
2018), the damage was already
done.

As a result, incumbent opera-
tors, who were making profits
prior to RJio's entry, started incur-

ring losses. Several operators
downed shutters while others were
bought over. Today, there are only
three private operators — Vi, Airtel
besides RJio — down from over a
dozen prior to 2016.The hike in
tariff - by all three operators in
December 2019 - by up to 50 per
cent may have given some breath-
ing space but, at under $2 per GB,
the rate continues to be woefully
low.

The other major factor that
pushed Vi to the brink (besides
Airtel) was the October 2019 order
of the Supreme Court requiring
them to pay "unpaid" dues towards
licence fee and SUC. The "unpaid"
dues resulted from a stance taken
by DoT (upheld by the SC) that for
determining these levies, apart
from telecom services revenue,
AGR should also include revenue
from non-telecom services viz.
rent, profit on sale of fixed assets,
dividend, interest etc.

The demand pertained to a
period of over a decade being the
'differencebetween the levies
amountcalculated by usingboth
telecom and non-telecom revenue
and actual paymentsmade by oper-
ators (based on telecom revenue
only)'. Together with interest on
differential amount, plus penalty
and interest on penalty, this works
out to �58,000 crore for Vi (�36,000
crore for Airtel).

This has seriously undermined
the finances of Vi and Airtel even
as the impacton RJio was negligi-
ble at �13 crore. While, Airtel has
somehow managed to come out of

the morass (helped to some extent
by December 2019 tariff hike), Vi
continues to be in doldrums due to
the sheer magnitude of AGR and
DSP liabilities totaling �160,000
crore.The concessions granted by
the Government do little to address
the huge handicap faced by Vi. 

Left to fend for itself, the com-
pany will go into liquidation leav-
ing only two operators which does
not augur well for a population of
1.35 billion. The global experience
shows that in markets with fewer
operators, tariffs tend to be high.
Under a duopoly, the risk of a steep
increase will remain. The way
forward is to give a special pack-
age to Vi say by converting a por-
tion of its dues into equity but this
should be done 'now' instead of
waiting for four years (as proposed
by DoT). 

Given its huge customer base
of around 255 million, massive
network and quality of assets,
potential for growth in telecom
services, the Union Government
should go for majority ownership
and control over Vi in lieu of its
dues from the latter. However, this
should be treated as one-off event;
for efficient and profitable run-
ning, the firm must be ring-fenced
from the bureaucracy.

Meanwhile, the Government
should nudge TRAI to finalize its
recommendations on 'floor price'
for tariffs promptly and take steps
to strictly enforce it. It should make
sure that in the name of fostering
competition, there is no repeat of
blood bath.
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China on Monday asked the
US and the international

community to take “active
actions” to help ease the eco-
nomic crisis in Afghanistan by
providing aid to the war-torn
country even as it called on the
Taliban to stay true to its com-
mitment not to allow terrorist
groups to operate from the
Afghan soil.

“The Afghan Taliban
should stay true to its com-
mitment and earnestly make a
clean break with all terrorist
forces and take effective mea-
sures to crack down on them to
avoid the spillover effects,”
Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Zhao Lijian told a
media briefing on Monday.

“Terrorism remains a
common threat for the inter-
national community. China
stands ready to work with
other countries to deepen
counter-terrorism cooperation
to prevent Afghanistan from
becoming a hotbed and safe
haven for terrorism and joint-
ly safeguard the regional peace
and stability,” he said.  

Asked for his reaction to
the UN Secretary General
Antonio Guterres appeal for aid
to Afghanistan to prevent eco-
nomic meltdown of the coun-
try, which would be a “gift for
terrorists,” Zhao said China has
committed to provide 200 mil-
lion Yuan (about $31 million)
aid comprising food, winter
clothing and medicines to the
war-torn country.

He said the international
community should provide
humanitarian assistance to
Afghanistan. On September 8,
Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi had announced at a
conference on Afghanistan’s
neighbours organised by
Pakistan that China would
provide $31 million aid to the
war-ravaged country.

“When security conditions
are ripe China will help
Afghanistan to build projects
and support the country’s
peace, reconstruction and
development to the best of its
ability,” Zhao said.

“This shows China’s friend-
ly policy towards Afghanistan
is for the entire Afghan people.
It also embodies the Chinese

culture of mutual assistance
especially in trying moments,”
he said.

“Currently, Afghanistan
faces grave humanitarian liveli-

hood and pandemic challenges.
The international community
should offer economic, liveli-
hood and humanitarian assis-
tance to help the people to tide

over difficult times,” he said.
Blaming the US for the

current crisis in Afghanistan,
Zhao said Washington should
provide humanitarian aid to

Afghanistan. “I want to stress
that as the culprit of the Afghan
issue the US must earnestly ful-
fil its commitments to the
country and assume due
responsibility and obligation on
the basis of respecting the
country’s sovereignty and inde-
pendence,” he said.

“The US should take active
actions to help it to ease eco-
nomic difficulties instead of
shifting the blame and shirking
its responsibility,” he said.

Asked for his reaction to
Taliban’s decision to cancel the
inauguration of its interim gov-
ernment and Russia’s decision
not to attend it, he said “whether
the Afghan side is going to hold
the inauguration ceremony for
the interim Government in its
internal affair and whether
other countries plan to attend
the ceremony is up to their inde-
pendent decision. China
respects both”.

Reports from Kabul said
last week the Taliban has invit-
ed China, Pakistan, Russia,
Turkey, Iran and Qatar to
attend the new Government
formation ceremony in
Afghanistan.
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Geneva: The United Nations is
hosting a high-level donors
conference on Monday to
drum up emergency funds for
Afghanistan after last month’s
Taliban takeover of the coun-
try that stunned the world.

UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres was leading
the world body’s call for more
than $600 million for the rest
of this year in a “flash appeal”
for Afghans after their coun-
try’s government was toppled
by the Taliban and US and
NATO forces exited the 20-year
war in a chaotic departure. 

There are concerns that
instability and upended
humanitarian efforts, com-
pounded by an ongoing
drought, could further endan-
ger lives and plunge

Afghanistan toward famine.
The conference will put to

the test some Western govern-
ments and other big tradition-
al UN donors who want to help
everyday Afghans without
handing a public relations vic-
tory or cash to the Taliban, who
ousted the internationally
backed government in a light-
ning sweep. 

The UN says “recent devel-
opments” have increased the
vulnerability of Afghans who
have already been facing
decades of deprivation and vio-
lence. A severe drought is jeop-
ardizing the upcoming harvest,
and hunger has been rising. The
UN’s World Food Program is to
be a major beneficiary of any
funds collected during
Monday’s conference. AP
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An international commercial
f light left Kabul on

Monday, the first since the
Taliban retook power last
month, offering some hope to
Afghans still desperate to leave
the country.

The Afghan capital’s air-
port was left trashed after US-
led forces finished a chaotic
evacuation of more than
1,20,000 people, and the
Taliban have since scrambled to
get it operational with techni-
cal assistance from Qatar and
other nations.

On Monday morning, a
Pakistan International Airlines
jet touched down in Kabul,
before making a return flight to
Islamabad. Around 70 people
were on the flight to the Pakistani
capital, mostly Afghans who
were relatives of staffers with
international organisations such
as the World Bank, according to
airport ground staff.

“I am being evacuated. My
final destination is Tajikistan,”
said a 35-year-old World Bank
evacuee, who did not want to
give her name.

“I will come back here
only if the situation allows
women to work and move
freely.”

A 22-year-old university
student said he was taking a
one-month trip to Pakistan.

“It’s like a vacation. I am
sad and happy. Sad about the
country, but happy to leave for
some time,” he said.

The resumption of com-
mercial flights will be a key test

for the hardline Islamist group,
who have repeatedly promised
to allow Afghans with the right
documents to leave the coun-
try freely.

As passengers prepared to
board, airport staff went about
their duties, although working
under the new regime is
marred by fear and confusion
for women.

“I don’t know if we will be
killed or not for working here,”
one of two women handling
the security scanning machine
told AFP.

‘Great moment’
Many NATO nations

admitted that they had run out
of time to evacuate thousands
of at-risk Afghans before the
withdrawal deadline — agreed
between the United States and
the Taliban.

A PIA spokesman said at
the weekend that the airline
was keen to resume regular
commercial services, but it was
too soon to say how frequent-
ly flights between the two cap-

itals would operate.
Jawad Zafar, the head of

operations at PIA, told AFP on
Monday, “This is a great
moment for me after a long
time since the 
change of the establishment in
Kabul.”

AFP staff observed only a
handful of people on the flight
from Islamabad to Kabul.

Qatar Airways operated
several charter flights out of
Kabul last week, carrying most-
ly foreigners and Afghans who
missed out on the evacuation.

An Afghan airline resumed
domestic services on
September 3.

“This is a big moment. We
are very excited,” said one air-
port employee.

“It’s a hopeful day. Maybe
other airlines will see this and
decide to come back.”

Passenger halls, air bridges
and technical infrastructure
were badly damaged in the days
after the Taliban rolled into
Kabul on August 15.
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The UN human rights chief
says her office has received

credible allegations of reprisal
killings by the Taliban of for-
mer Afghan security forces, as
well as instances in which offi-
cials in the previous
Government and their relatives
were arbitrarily detained and
later turned up dead.

Michelle Bachelet, speak-
ing on Monday to the Human
Rights Council, warned of a
“new and perilous phase” for
Afghanistan as she criticised

the Taliban for a disconnect
between their words and
actions.

She cited “multiple” alle-
gations of Taliban house-to-
house searches looking for
officials from the previous gov-
ernment and “people who
cooperated with 
US security forces and compa-
nies”.

Such searches took place in
at least a half-dozen cities,
Bachelet said. UN staffers have
also reported increasing attacks
and threats, she added, without
providing specifics.
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Secretary of State Antony
Blinken is preparing to face

tough congressional question-
ing this week over the Biden
administration’s handling of
the military withdrawal from
Afghanistan. 

In separate House and Senate
hearings, lawmakers are expect-
ed to grill Blinken on the Biden
administration’s response to the
rapid collapse of the Afghan gov-
ernment and more specifically on
the State Department’s response

to what many claim was a pre-
dictable result in the final days of
the American military presence
there.

Blinken, who had publicly
predicted in June that a complete
Taliban takeover would not hap-
pen “from a Friday to a Monday,”
will appear before the House
Foreign Affairs Committee on
Monday and the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee on
Tuesday. He’s likely to get assailed
for that prediction, which turned
out to have been wrong.

The State Department has

come under heavy criticism
from both Republicans and
Democrats for not doing
enough and not acting quick-
ly enough to get American cit-
izens, legal residents and at-risk
Afghans out of the country
after the Taliban took control
of Kabul on Aug. 15.

Republicans, in particular,
have been demanding answers
as to why American citizens
were left behind in the chaot-
ic days and weeks before the
military completed its with-
drawal on Aug. 30. 
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Israeli aircraft struck a series
of targets in the Gaza Strip

early Monday while Palestinian
militants launched rockets into
Israel in the third consecutive
night of fighting between the
sides.

The violence took place
shortly before Israel’s prime
minister, Naftali Bennett, was
heading to Egypt for a visit
expected to focus on Egyptian
efforts to broker a long-term
truce between Israel and Gaza’s
Hamas rulers in the wake of an
11-day war last May.

Those efforts appear to
have come to a standstill in
recent weeks. Tensions have
further risen after last week’s
escape from an Israeli prison by
six Palestinian inmates.

The Israeli military report-
ed three separate rocket
launches late Sunday and early
Monday, saying at least two of
them were intercepted by its
rocket defenses. It said it
attacked a number of Hamas
targets in retaliation. There
were no reports of casualties on
either side.

In other violence, the
Israeli army said an assailant
attempted to stab a soldier at a
busy intersection in the occu-
pied West Bank. It said that sol-
diers shot the attacker, who was
taken to a hospital. No further
details were immediately avail-
able.

In downtown Jerusalem,
meanwhile, police said a 17-
year-old Palestinian boy
stabbed and wounded two peo-
ple near the city’s central bus

station. 
Jerusalem police chief

Doron Turjeman said the
assailant was shot by an officer.
The boy suffered a serious
gunshot wound to the chest.

Last week’s prison break
appears to have heightened
tensions across the region, with
Palestinians staging a number
of protests in solidarity with the
men. In Palestinian society,
nearly every family has seen a
member imprisoned by Israel,
and the thousands of prisoners
held by Israel are widely seen
as heroes paying a price for the
national cause. 

Over the weekend, Israel
caught four of the six
Palestinian inmates, who tun-
neled out of a maximum secu-
rity prison on Sept. 6.
Palestinian militants reacted to

the arrests with rocket fire.
Israel’s search for the last two
prisoners is continuing.

The Egyptian-mediated
efforts to deliver a long-term
truce have struggled with the
sides unable to agree on a sys-
tem to renew Qatari payments
to needy Gaza families. Israel
has demanded guarantees that
Hamas does not divert the
money for military use. 

Gaza is an impoverished
territory whose population is
overwhelmingly comprised of
families who fled or were
forced from properties in what
is now Israel during the war
surrounding Israel’s establish-
ment in 1948.

Hamas is pushing for Israel
to end a crippling blockade that
has devastated Gaza’s economy,
while Israel is demanding that

Hamas free two captive Israeli
civilians and return the remains
of two dead Israeli soldiers.

Hamas has controlled Gaza
since ousting the forces of the
internationally recognized
Palestinian Authority in 2007,
a year after the Islamic militant
group won Palestinian parlia-
mentary elections.

Since then, Israel and
Hamas have fought four wars
and numerous smaller rounds
of fighting.

On Sunday, Israeli Foreign
Minister Yair Lapid on Sunday
called for a new approach to
end the cycle of fighting with
Hamas, describing a plan of
international investment in
Gaza’s infrastructure in
exchange for pressure on
Hamas to halt its military
buildup and preserve calm.

Kathmandu: Nepal Government on Monday
sounded an alert against the possible spread of
Nipah virus, found in neighbouring India.

Early this month, a 12-year-old boy in Kerala
succumbed to the infection, the first such inci-
dent three years after it wreaked havoc in parts
of Kozhikode and Malappuram districts of the
state.

Nepal’s Ministry of Health and Population
has urged the general public to remain alert to
the possible risk of Nipah Virus (NIV) infection
after its outbreak was reported in  India.  

Health Ministry spokesperson Dr Krishna
Prasad Poudel said in a press statement on
Monday that the risk of the virus outbreak and
spread in Nepal could not be ruled out as Nepal
and India share open borders.

“The infection of the deadly NIV, which is
transmitted to humans from animals and then
human- to human, causing a serious illness, has
now been detected in the Kerala State of India.”  

Though the virus has so far been not detect-
ed in the country, the risk remains large, point-
ed out Poudel adding the fruit bat is the natur-
al host of the virus and it is transmitted to pigs,
cattle and then to humans. PTI
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Millions of people stuck for
years in the employment-

based Green Card backlog in
the US, including a sizable
number of Indians, can hope
for a lawful permanent resi-
dency in America by paying a
supplemental fee if a new
House Bill is passed into law.

The move, if included in
the reconciliation package and
passed into law, is expected to
help thousands of Indian IT
professionals who are current-
ly stuck in an agonising Green
Card backlog.

A Green Card, known offi-
cially as a Permanent Resident
Card, is a document issued to
immigrants as evidence that the
bearer has been granted the
privilege of residing perma-
nently in the US.

According to the commit-
tee print released by the US
House of Representatives
Judiciary Committee, which
has jurisdiction over immigra-
tion, an employment-based
immigrant applicant with a
“priority date that is more than
2 years before” can adjust to
permanent residence without
numerical limits by paying a
“supplemental fee of $5,000.”

The fee is $50,000 for the
EB-5 category (immigrant
investors). The provisions
expire in 2031, the Forbes

magazine reported.
For a family-based immi-

grant who is sponsored by a US
citizen and with a “priority date
that is more than 2 years
before”, the fee for getting a
Green Card would be $2,500.

The supplement fee would
be $1,500 if an applicant’s pri-
ority date is not within two
years but they are required to
be present in the country,
according to the committee
print. This fee would be in
addition to any administrative
processing fee paid by the
applicant.

However, the bill does not
contain permanent structural
changes to the legal immigra-
tion system, including elimi-
nating country caps for green
cards or increasing the annual
quotas of H-1B visas.

Before becoming law, the
provisions would have to pass
the Judiciary Committee, the
House of Representatives and
the Senate and be signed by the
president, the report said.

According to a report in
CBSNews, if successful, the
legalisation plan would allow
undocumented immigrants
who came to the US as chil-
dren, Temporary Protected
Status (TPS) beneficiaries,
farmworkers and other pan-
demic-era essential workers to
apply for permanent US resi-
dency, or green cards.
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Chinese President Xi Jinping
has praised a border-guard

battalion in Tibet, which shares
boundary with the Indian state
of Arunachal Pradesh, saying
its troops have done a “great
job” in the past five years, offi-
cial media here reported.

Xi visited Nyingchi, the
Tibetan border town close to
Arunachal Pradesh in July,
becoming the first Chinese
President to visit the remote
border areas in Tibet.

“President Xi writes back
to a plateau-stationed border-
guard model battalion, saying
they have done a great job in
the past five years and encour-
aging them to make new con-
tributions to the Party and the
people,” the state-run Global
Times reported on Monday.

The model battalion is
under the Xizang (Chinese
name for Tibet) Military
Command of the People’s
Liberation Army (PLA), it said.

Xi commended the battal-
ion members for their remark-
able efforts in guarding China’s
border region, noting that they
have dedicated their youth to
securing the country’s territo-
rial integrity and have accom-
plished their missions well,
state-run Xinhua news agency
reported. Border troops are on
the frontline of strengthening
China’s national defence and
shoulder massive responsibil-
ities, said Xi in the letter. 

He called on them to con-
tinue to strengthen their sense
of responsibility, carry forward
fine traditions, and enhance
their combat readiness in order
to perform their duties well.

The battalion is stationed
in a region with an average alti-
tude of over 4,800 meters. The
lowest temperature in the
region reaches minus 40
degrees Celsius, and strong
wind blows for over 200 days
a year, the Xinhua report said.

In 2016, Xi bestowed spe-
cial honours on a PLA military
battalion posted in Tibet for its
“outstanding performance in
safeguarding borders”.

Xi, who heads the Central
Military Commission (CMC) -
- the overall command author-
ity of the PLA, signed orders to
give honorary titles for the bat-
talion in 2016.

“Troop 77656 is now titled
as a ‘model plateau battalion’
for its outstanding performance
in safeguarding borders, ensur-
ing stability and helping disas-
ter relief,” the state-run Xinhua
news agency had said in a
report in August 2016.

The model plateau battal-
ion is reportedly one of the six
battalions functioning under
the Tibet Military Area
Command.

China claims Arunachal
Pradesh as part of South Tibet,
which is firmly rejected by
India. The India-China border
dispute covers the 3,488-km
Line of Actual Control (LAC). 
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In a first, the Centre has
decided to cross check land

records before the procure-
ment of paddy from next
month in a bid to ensure the
MSP reaches farmers and not
traders, Food Secretary
Sudhanshu Pandey said on
Monday.

Most procuring States,
barring Assam and
Uttarakhand as well as Jammu
and Kashmir, are ready and
have also integrated digital
land records with the Centre’s
nodal procurement agency
Food Corporation of India
(FCI) for this purpose, he told
reporters. 

Asserting that this new
mechanism is in the interest of
farmers, Pandey said the crop

cultivated by farmers whether
in their own land or in rented
land will be procured by the
Government.

“It is not necessary for
farmers to own the land or not. 

If farmers have cultivated
any land, that will be pro-
cured,” he said.

The whole idea is to cross
check how much crop has
been cultivated in what area
and accordingly procure it, he
said, adding this is where dig-
ital land records integrated
centrally with FCI will help
during the procurement
process. 

The main objective
behind this mechanism is that
the government procures the
crop from genuine farmers
and not from traders. 

According to the Secretary,

“most states including Punjab
are in complete readiness.”

Every state wants farmers
to benefit from the procure-
ment process and not the
traders. This mechanism will
ensure the minimum support
price (MSP) reaches farmers
and not traders, he said.

Many states like Uttar
Pradesh and Odisha had
already integrated their land
records, while some states had
not done and they are doing
this year, he added.

Agriculture Secretary
Sanjay Agarwal, who was also
present in the media briefing,
said the Government’s inten-
tion is to ensure actual farmers
get the benefit of MSP pro-
curement, which the govern-
ment has increased substan-
tially in the last five years. 
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Subdued prices of food items
like vegetables pulled down

retail inflation for the third
month in a row to 5.3 per cent
in August, within the RBI’s
comfort zone. 

While the Consumer Price
Index (CPI)-based retail infla-
tion declined to 5.3 per cent in
August from 6.69 per cent in
the same month a year ago,
food inflation dipped at a much
faster pace to 3.11 per cent
from 9.05 per cent in August
2020. 

The food inflation was also
lower than 3.96 per cent in pre-
ceding month of July. 

Retail inflation, which
rose sharply to 6.3 per cent in
May from 4.23 per cent in
April, has been on a downward
trajectory since then. 

It was 6.26 per cent in June
and 5.59 per cent in July this
year. 

The Reserve Bank, which
mainly takes into account retail

inflation to decide the mone-
tary policy every two months,
has been tasked by the gov-
ernment to keep it at 4 per cent,
with a tolerance band of 2 per
cent on either side. 

As per the data released by
the National Statistical Office
(NSO) on Monday, inflation in
‘vegetables’ and ‘cereals and
products’ contracted by 11.68
per cent and 1.42 per cent,
respectively. 

However, the rate of price
rise was 33 per cent in the ‘oils
and fats’ segment in August
2021 over the year-ago month. 

In order to control rising
edible oil prices during the fes-
tival season, the government
recently slashed the base cus-
tom duties on palm, soyabean
and sunflower oils. The move,
industry said, could bring
down retail prices by � 4-5 per
litre. 

‘Fuel and light’ continued
to be pocket heavy for con-
sumers with an inflation print
of 12.95 per cent last month. 
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Deal activity witnessed a
handsome growth in

August at USD 8.4 billion, on
the back of a healthy jump both
in volumes and sizes, a report
said on Monday.

There were 219 deals dur-
ing the month, which was the
highest since 2005, and double
that of the year-ago August
2020 period when the country
was coming out of a national
lockdown, consultancy firm
Grant Thornton Bharat said.

However, when compared
with the preceding month of
July, the transaction activity
shows mixed results.

Deals were up 21 per cent
by volume, but lower by 36 per
cent in values on the back of a
six-times drop in merger and

acquisition (M&A) activity, the
report said.

A bulk of the deals in
August came from private equi-
ty and venture capital funds,
who invested USD 7.6 billion
across 182 deals driven main-
ly by high value investments in
Indian companies and uni-
corns, supported by confidence
in recovery, lucrative opportu-
nities in the start-up space
and promising entrepreneurial
talent, it said.

“As improvement in indus-
trial indicators and external
demand unfold, we hope eco-
nomic activities would nor-
malise in the coming months
driven by pent-up demand,
ongoing vaccination drive, sup-
port from policy mix and a
resurgence in global growth,” its
partner Shanthi Vijetha said.

August saw total M&A
transaction value at USD 867
million across 37 deals, as
opposed to August 2020 that
witnessed 30 transactions
with values aggregating to
USD 908 million, it said,
pointing that unicorns such as
Byju’s ,  Unacademy and
Dream Sports sealed some of
them.

The star sector of the
month continued to be tech,
followed by education, phar-
maceutical and energy sectors.
The bulk of the deals were in
IT solutions, data analytics,
cleantech, pharmaceuticals, e-
commerce, consumer retail,
digital healthcare, fin-tech and
ed-tech companies, whose
products and services have
seen strong demand during the
pandemic, it said.
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The Reserve Bank on
Monday cautioned people

against frauds in the name of
KYC updation and advised
them not to share key infor-
mation like account details or
passwords with unidentified
persons or agencies.  

In a release, the RBI said
it has been receiving com-
plaints/reports about customers
falling prey to frauds being
perpetrated in the name of
KYC updation.  

“The usual modus operan-
di in such cases include receipt
of unsolicited communication,
such as, calls, SMSs, emails, etc.,
by customer urging him/her to
share certain personal details,
account / login details/ card
information, PIN, OTP, etc. Or
install some unauthorised/
unverified application for KYC
updation using a link provid-
ed in the communication,” it
said.  

Such communications are

also reported to carry threats of
account freeze, block or clo-
sure.  

Once the customer shares
information over call/mes-
sage/unauthorised application,
fraudsters get access to his/her
account, the central bank
noted. 

“Members of public are
hereby cautioned not to share
account login details, person-
al information, copies of KYC
documents, card information,
PIN, password, OTP, etc. With
unidentified persons or agen-
cies,” RBI said.  

Also, such details should
not be shared through unver-
ified or unauthorised websites
or applications. In case they
receive any such requests, cus-
tomers should get in touch with
their bank. 

The RBI further said that
while the Regulated Entities
(REs) are required to undertake
periodic updation of KYC, this
process has been simplified to
a large extent.  
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After witnessing an uptick in
Q3 FY2021 and Q4

FY2021, disbursements for
non-banks declined again in
Q1 FY2022, as expected, and
was down by about 55% on a
sequential Q-o-Q basis.

According to analysis by
ICRA while disbursements
revived quite sharply in July
2021 on the back of the pent-
up demand, sustainability of
the same would depend on the
broader macro-economic indi-
cators. 

Given this subdued dis-
bursements and portfolio run-
down in the absence of any
moratorium like in Q1
FY2021.

The asset under manage-
ment (AUM) for NBFC-seg-
ment shrunk in Q1 FY2022,
while the HFC AUM remained
flat.
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Jet Airways is all set to resume
domestic operations from

Q1 of 2022, said Jalan Kalrock
Consortium, the successful res-
olution applicant of the airline.

Accordingly, the existing
Air Operator Certificate (AOC)
is under process for revalida-
tion. In a statement, the con-
sortium on Monday said it is
working with relevant author-
ities and airport coordinators
on slot allocation, required
airport infrastructure, and
night parking.”Jet Airways 2.0
aims at restarting domestic
operations by Q1-2022, and
short haul international oper-
ations by Q3 or Q4 2022,” said
Murari Lal Jalan, Lead Member
of the Jalan Kalrock
Consortium and the proposed
Non-Executive Chairman of Jet
Airways.”Our plan is to have 50
plus aircraft in 3 years and 100
plus in 5 years which also fits
perfectly well with the short-
term and long-term business
plan of the consortium. The
aircraft are being selected based
on competitive long term leas-
ing solutions.”
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Taking lessons from the
ongoing pandemic and

emphasising a once-in-a-centu-
ry opportunity, countries of
WHO South-East Asia Region
adopted a Ministerial
Declaration resolving to
strengthen health system
resilience to ensure health secu-
rity, and achieve universal
health coverage and Sustainable
Development Goals for health.

“Strong health systems that
are primary health care-orient-
ed, and which leave no one
behind, create populations that
are healthier, more productive
and financially secure. Resilient
health systems are the bedrock
of emergency preparedness and
response, and ensure that when
acute events occur, essential
health services can be main-
tained,” Dr Poonam Khetrapal
Singh, Regional Director,
WHO South-East Asia, at a
ministerial round table during
the ongoing Seventy-Fourth
Regional Committee meeting,
said.

Through the Declaration
adopted at the ministerial
round table, Member countries
committed to provide political
leadership and accountability to

advance health security and
progress towards universal
health coverage and the health-
related SDGs.

The Member countries
resolved to reorient health sys-
tems towards comprehensive
primary health care through
increased public investments, as
the foundation for strengthen-
ing both public health emer-
gency capabilities and achieve-
ment of universal health cover-
age.

“The pandemic has high-
lighted the urgency and impor-
tance of investment in human
resource for health, especially at
the primary health care level,
and the need for adequate sup-
ply of affordable, effective, qual-
ity and safe medical products to
ensure an effective response to
public health emergencies and
to build resilient health sys-
tems,” the Regional Director
said.

The Declaration also com-
mits to closer engagement
with and the empowerment of
communities to maintain the
delivery of essential health
services and public health
programmes during and after
the pandemic.

To roll-out effective
response for at-risk and affect-
ed communities, Member
countries agreed to ensure inte-
gration of public health emer-
gencies and disaster risk man-
agement strategies, as well as
strengthening surveillance and
preparedness capacity at the
primary health care level.

Member countries addi-
tionally resolved to accelerate
integration of noncommunica-
ble diseases including mental
health, and other programmes,
at the primary health care level,
as well as establishing national
quality standards for primary
health care services and ensur-
ing access to quality health ser-
vices during the pandemic and
recovery phase.

The Member countries fur-
ther agreed to appropriately
leverage the potential of tradi-
tional systems of medicine,
while optimising innovations in
digital health technologies.

“Together we are stronger.
Together we can build back bet-
ter essential health services, for
a fairer, healthier and more
health-secure future for all,
leaving no one behind,”
Khetrapal said.
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usually throw away seeds
encased in fruits. A lot of
fruits’ seeds can be consumed
in different ways in our food
and one such fruit with seeds
that has countless health
benefits is melon. 
It is a great hydrator for your
body and skin and keeps the
heat at bay. Carrying a good
amount of fibres, it is also rich
in magnesium, vitamin A
and phosphorus that
helps fastening the
process of losing
weight. Maintaining
good gut health is
equally important
and these seeds help
clean your gut and also
act like a dewormer. 
Screen fatigue during these
trying times can be of great

concern and we all should
take proper care of our eyes.
Lutein and zeaxanthin are
two carotenoids present in
seeds, which works wonders
for your eyesight. 
Melon seeds after being taken
out from the fruit and dried
in sunshine for a few days can
be eaten as snack or used as a
garnishing element in sweet

dishes. 

Nipah virus (NiV) was first
recognised in 1999 during
an outbreak among pig

farmers in Malaysia. In India, its
first outbreak was reported in
Kozhikode, a district of Kerala,
which has spread via Bangladesh.
While the first case of NiV was
reported three years back, recent
news is suggestive of its third out-
break since then. 

NiV infection is a zoonotic ill-
ness that is transmitted to people
from animals and the primary
source of the NiV are bats. It can
also be transmitted to humans
either through contaminated food
or can be directly contagious.
“While it was also noted that the
virus had a tendency to severely
affect pigs, consumption of virus
infected pork is another attributable
factor,” Dr Ashutosh Shukla, Senior
Director - Internal Medicine &
Medical Advisor says. 

Even though it is a known dis-
ease, the reappearance of the virus
is a matter of concern and thus all
possible preventive measures need
to be taken before it engulfs the
planet just like the COVID pan-
demic. “In severe infections, a per-
son may die on the spot, but other
symptoms may include acute respi-
ratory illness, vomiting, headache
and neck stiffness, and the compli-
cations increase when the virus
starts affecting the brain and the
nervous system, leading to swelling
in the brain and eventually death,”
says Shukla. 

According to the World Health

Organisation (WHO), Nipah virus
infection in humans causes a range
of clinical presentations, from
asymptomatic infection (subclini-
cal) to acute respiratory infection
and fatal encephalitis.  

NiV is primarily diagnosed
through Polymeric Chain reaction
(PCR) as done in cases of dengue
or other viral ailments. Early detec-
tion and monitoring is the key to
prevent complications. Currently,
there are no licensed treatments
available for NiV infection and it is
limited to supportive care, includ-
ing rest, hydration, and treatment
of symptoms as they occur.  

WHO reported that initial signs
and symptoms of Nipah virus infec-
tion are nonspecific, and the diag-
nosis is often not suspected at the
time of presentation.  This can hin-
der accurate diagnosis and creates
challenges in outbreak detection,
effective and timely infection con-
trol measures, and outbreak
response activities. In addition, the
quality, quantity, type, timing of
clinical sample collection and the
time needed to transfer samples to
the laboratory can affect the accu-
racy of laboratory results. 

The case fatality rate is estimat-
ed at 40% to 75%. This rate can vary
by outbreak depending on local
capabilities for epidemiological sur-
veillance and clinical management.
“Usually the infection of Nipah
virus occurs through the contami-
nated bodily fluids. In that case, the
infectivity rate is not very high but
if it is not maintained in the local

spread, it might be of great concern,”
says Dr Ankita Baidhya, Consultant,
Infectious Diseases. 

The symptoms include high
fever, vomiting, headache and neck
stiffness and the complications
increase when the virus starts
affecting the brain and the nervous
system. Infection can cause mild to
severe disease including swelling of
the brain leading to death.
Symptoms typically appear in 4-14
days following exposure to the
virus. “The illness initially presents
as 3-14 days of fever and headache,
and often includes signs of respira-
tory illness, such as cough, sore
throat, and difficulty in breathing.
A phase of brain swelling may fol-
low, where symptoms can include
drowsiness, disorientation, and
mental confusion, which can rapid-
ly progress to coma within 24-48
hours,” Shukla tells you. 

Like in any other disease, early
detection and monitoring is a must.
And even though communication
of the virus through humans is less
common, it is more important to
follow precautionary steps to pre-
vent it from spreading. If you are liv-
ing somewhere a lot of bats are
found, you should be extra careful.
In Kerala, where a lot of bad pop-
ulation is there, people should be
careful if any bat in the vicinity is
found dead. “If people are report-
ing fever and headache and some
sort of brain infection symptoms
like forgetfulness, immediate test-
ing should be done,” Baidhya says.  
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The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
defines endemic as the constant presence and/or usual

prevalence of a disease or infectious agent in a population with-
in a geographic area. This observed baseline or the endemic
level of the disease is not necessarily the desired level, which
may in fact be zero. The disease may continue to occur at this
level indefinitely, in case of lack of any intervention and assum-
ing that the disease level is not high enough to exhaust the entire
pool of susceptible persons. Therefore, this baseline level is often
regarded as the expected level of the disease in the population. 

Because of the difference in timing of achieving herd immu-
nity in various populations and nations and the uncertainty in
duration of protection from COVID-19 vaccines, it is likely that
some measures such as booster vaccines might be required
indefinitely. SARS-CoV-2 will continue to exist. Even when a
country reaches herd immunity, ongoing surveillance, boost-
er vaccines, and potentially other measures may be required.
As of now, Delta variant has effectively shifted the overall herd
immunity out of reach in most countries at least in the short

term.
So far, India has not been

able to achieve herd immuni-
ty and a more realistic epi-
demiological endpoint appears
to be when COVID-19 can be
managed as an endemic dis-
ease. However, the biggest
overall challenge is the emer-
gence of a significant new
variant that is more transmis-
sible, more likely to cause hos-
pitalisations and deaths, and or
more capable of infecting vac-
cinated people. The existing
vaccines have not been able to
prevent infection from the
Delta variant. Also, serial
blood tests suggest that immu-
nity may wane relatively fast.

This has prompted some developed countries to start offering
booster doses to high-risk populations or planning for their roll-
out. 

Therefore, many countries including India would like to
reach a stage of endemic COVID-19. But India remains as an
at risk country for significant waves of the disease. The over-
all immunity is low, owing to the fact that large part of the Indian
population is not yet fully vaccinated. The possible time frame
for India to manage COVID-19 as an endemic disease is also
less clear. There has to be a shift in focus of public-health efforts
from managing COVID-19 case counts to managing severe dis-
eases and deaths when the Delta driven wave of cases decline.

The challenges in reaching endemicity as the endpoint con-
tinue to be the emergence of new variants that evade vaccine-
mediated immunity. They frequently cause severe disease in the
vaccinated persons and are highly transmissible, waning of nat-
ural and vaccine-mediated immunity over time, rolling out vac-
cine booster doses quickly enough to maintain immunity and
defining an acceptable burden of disease (for example, setting
different targets for disease burden in vaccinated and unvac-
cinated populations). The biggest task will be determining what
burden of disease is low enough to warrant lifting of public-
health restrictions.

However, with time, against all odds, we will be better pro-
tected against hospitalisation and mortality due to COVID-19
owing to more vaccination coverage, natural immunity from
prior infection, booster doses, full approval of vaccines in India
and authorisation of vaccines for children.
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Here is your solution
to falling hair.
Licorice is a herb

that not only prevents your
hair from damaging but
also helps reduce hair loss.
It can be used in a form of
moisturiser by applying on
the scalp to soothe
and get rid of dry
flakes. Natural
licorice can be
mixed with
henna, which
would help
you get a silky
texture after
rinsing. With
this, it will mois-
turise your hair just
as it strengthens and
repairs. Licorice with essen-
tial oils and hair clay also
makes for some great masks
for hair.

Ground some licorice
root with a quarter tea-

spoon saffron to one cup
milk to make a fine paste.
Applying the paste twice a
week and leaving it
overnight on your scalp and
hair length can help reduce
hair fall.  

Licorice root works
to lessen a dry,

scabbed or
itchy scalp.

But most
i m p o r -
t a n t l y ,
l i c o r i c e
root gives
way for

your scalp
to breathe

and make your
weak hair follicles

strong, which is mostly
the cause of hair loss in the
first place. For enjoying
instant results, applying
weekly or consuming oral-
ly in the form of would tea.

There are a lot of reasons
why people lose their hair, it

could be hormonal or it
could be due to illness. 

ROSHANI DEVI shares
home remedies that can help

prevent the hairloss
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That first-aid kit lying in your bathroom
vanity, how often is it being used
beyond the thermometer, antiseptic

liquid/creams, OTC medicines and band
aids? For a majority of households and even
workplaces, first-aid kits comprise these few
things with the sole purpose of using them
to treat injuries and ailments and reduce
their severity and chances of infection.
However, to be precise, first aid is basical-
ly the immediate care given to a sick or
injured person while waiting for medical
care. So, why no immediate action is being
taken for life-threatening emergencies that
are accompanied by low tissue oxygen?

The most significant aspect of a first aid
practice is ‘Preservation of life’, which is pos-
sible if there is a consistent circulation of air
in the body, without any blocked airways.
Blocked airways can lead to brain damage
occurring in a matter of just a few minutes.
Dangerous isn’t it? Of late, India has been
in the news for its severely polluted cities.
In fact, as per the ‘World Air Quality Report,
2020’ prepared by Swiss organisation, IQAir,
22 of the world’s 30 most polluted cities are
in India, with Delhi being ranked as the most
polluted capital city globally, While numer-
ous policies and alternate ways of transport
and living are being introduced to curb pol-
lution. But there’s still an urgent need for
people to take serious precautions on a
household level.

A polluted environment is a red flag for
any city as it can impact its weather. It clear-
ly indicates that the oxygen in that air is not
fit for breathing and can substantially dis-
turb your well-being. Simply recall the hor-
rors of waking up to a thick layer of smog
covering the sky, travelling in the same
atmosphere for work or running errands and
even letting the children and the elderly cit-
izens breathe that air.  No sooner, breath-
ing issues are bound to attack almost every
member of a family. In such scenarios, a first
aid kit equipped with portable bottled oxy-
gen can be a saviour for every household.
During an emergency, while waiting for
medical assistance, a puff from the portable
bottled oxygen can help in maintaining the
oxygen outputs to the body and organs.
Considering the absence of pure oxygen is
becoming a new normal in our daily lives,
the old adage of “Prevention is better than
cure” makes complete sense. Thus, keeping
a portable bottled Oxygen at home  can also
be very helpful in our day-to-day life situ-
ations like shortness of breath, post-sickness
recovery, recovery after any physically
exhaustive activity like gymming, running
etc. Not just that, portable bottled oxygen
is also a very commonly used performance
enhancer that professional athletes use
during games. The World Health
Organization (WHO) has already recom-
mended oxygen therapy for adults with com-
promised breathing. The recommendation
has acquired greater significance amid the
pandemic with the COVID 19 virus caus-
ing life-threatening breathlessness in some
cases due to depleting levels of oxygen in the
blood flow. 
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CANNED OXYGEN 
TO THE RESCUE
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Psymate has been conceptualized
with the idea of offering evidence-

based Psychiatry and Psychology ser-
vices for mental health disorders with
a personalised and integrative treat-
ment approach. With the fundamen-
tal vision of offering patient centred
comprehensive mental health care
through state-of-the-art treatment pro-
tocols backed up by latest research and
knowledge, the first Psymate Clinic was
started at Noida. 

In explaining this further Dr.
Samant Darshi said, “It has always
troubled me that individuals experi-
encing mental health concerns do not
have a place that is essentially a one
stop solution. This issue is further
heightened by paucity of adequately
trained mental health professionals
and a lack of integrative approach to
mental health care. Dearth of centers
that provide holistic care makes it dif-
ficult for the patients to access all the
services under the same roof. Some
places limit themselves and provide
only psychopharmacological treat-
ments, some restrict their treatment
purview to neuromodulation and the
others only provide psychological
interventions often overlooking
important biological contributors.”
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The Covid lockdown has seen
Indian classical musicians

embrace new ways of reaching out
to their audiences. From ten min-
utes YouTube clips, to online teach-
ing, from jugalbandis across time
and space to remote jamming, they
have tried it all. But more or less, all
have stuck to what they do best –
sing, or play in their traditional
styles. Vidushi Meera Prasad has
been an exception in the sense that
she has broken new ground in her
form of expression, transforming
from a classical sitarist to a singer-
sitarist with a bent for classically ori-
ented songs of Bollywood. 

Meera is one of the foremost
disciples of the doyen of the Maihar
Madhubani gharana, Pandit Uma
Shankar Mishra, and of the famous
beenkar Ustad Ahmed Raza Khan.
She has performed at the most pres-
tigious music conferences in India
including the Hari Ballabh samaroh,
the Saptak samaroh, the Dover

Lane Music festival, Calcutta, and
at marquee locations like the
Shanukhananda hall, the National
Centre for Performing Arts (NCPA)
in Mumbai, and the Repertory in
Moscow. Her performances have
been appreciated by the connois-
seurs and the gurus alike. 

However, the pandemic and its
resulting constraints has sparked a
new flowering of creativity in her.
She comes from a musical family
where both her parents were accom-
plished singers. Her mother, Girija,
had been trained by the maestro of
the Banaras gharana, Pandit
Omkarnath Thakur. Her father,
Sureshwar’s effortless and authen-

tic renditions of K L Saigal’s soul-
ful melodies made him the star of
many and evening. During the
lockdown, deprived of avenues of
creative expression, Meera com-
bined her natural love for singing,
imbibed from childhood, with her
training in the sitar to come up with
40 compositions that bring to life
India’s rich tradition of folk music,
classically based Hindi film songs,
and the Sufiyana kalam. While ini-
tially she presented purely instru-
mental interpretations, she soon
moved to renditions that combine
singing and sitar. In these compo-
sitions, Meera sings the main
melody of the song, and then pre-
sents a creative interpretation on the
sitar improvising in the manner of
a Jazz musician. 

Her compositions are unique
because they combine the spontane-
ity of one steeped in a love for pop-
ular music with the deep training of
a classical musician of 40 years

standing that allows breathtaking
improvisation almost without end.
This series could mark a new
beginning not just for Meera but
also for the performance repertoire
of sitar players which hitherto has
been limited to instrumental pre-
sentation alone, with a few notable
exceptions like Ustad Vilayat Khan.
Meera described the last two years
as the consummation of her career
as a musician, as a time of synthe-
sis of musical influences spanning
a lifetime, and a time where she
broke free of her training to emerge
as a spontaneous creative artist. 

The pandemic has shown that
creativity knows no bounds, and
that artists can flower in the most
trying of conditions. Meera is an
exemplar of the an entire generation
of artistes who have had to learn to
shine despite all odds. A link to her
compositions can be found on her
w e b s i t e :
https://www.meeraprasad.com/ 

At Triveni Kala Sangam
in Delhi, one gallery

that is a must see is Art
Pilgrim which is nestled
down the corridor next to
the cafe. Gita Singh, its
director, is a well known col-
lector with a deep interest in
the masters as well as emerg-
ing talent, and often curates
historical exhibitions.

The opening of the
physical space after the pan-
demic brings Art Pilgrim’s
show Bloom Time with a
suite of splendid works that
celebrate the flowering of life
and its many facets in myr-
iad ways.

Just as you step down
into the gallery on the left is
a magnificent B Prabha.
This 1989 oil on canvas is a
unique composition of
Prabha’s trademark fisher-
folk — always graceful and
simply clad in white with an
odhini standing against a

field of blooming flowers.
Rare, perhaps, in the study
she offers, this masterpiece
is an inspiration for all of us
because it speaks in equiv-
ocal ways about life and its
many predicaments.

Down the wall, as it
continues, is a heady medi-
tative mooring of the bril-
liant Shobha Broota.This oil
and acrylic on canvas
(2015),  is a savouring of
contemplation; it is a distinct
entity of the moment of
rapture of the suffusion of
particles of energy that form
a bloom of the moment of
meditation which is at once

soft and tranquil and one
that seeps into your senses.
This work reaffirms the

truth that abstraction is a
journey that travels inward
into the realms of the con-
scious state of being. Shobha
also brings home the words
of Wassily Kandinsky when
he said, “Repetition is a
potent means of heightening

the inner vibration and is, at
the same time, a source of
elementary rhythm which,
in turn, is a means to the
attainment of elementary
harmony in every form of
art.”

Jayashree Chakravarty’s
Sun Rays (2017),  a rare oil
on canvas  is a study in
evocative  elegance and the
magnitude of nature and
the sojourn of full bloom in
the living spirit of the tree.
At once, a signature of
being  autobiographical and
dream-like , here is an exer-
cise in transition and trans-
formation of the  personal

experience into mystical
truth. Her imagery, because
of her fluid and transparent
images, reflects the unity of
man and  nature. The
detailing in her work is an
array of arresting elements
that spell infinity of earth’s
bounty.

In that same vein is a
sienna toned landscape by
Shabir Husain Santosh
which captures the tonal
tenors  of  a  sunset .
Modernist in its mappings,
it creates an evanescent
tone of  fer vour and
flavour. The show has
something for everyone
including a magnificent
set of tree paintings which
must be written about at a
later date.

(Bloom Time, the
group exhibition at Art
Pilgrim Gallery, can be

viewed till September 27,
2021.)

Growing Up Jewish In India —
Synagogues, Customs, And

Communities From The Bene Israel
To The Art Of Siona Benjamin is a
double delectation. Put together by
Ori Z Soltes, professor of Art
History, Theology, Philosophy and
Political History at Georgetown
University, it’s an inspiring chroni-
cle of the resilience of the Jewish
community in India over the cen-
turies and a tribute to the artwork
of Siona Benjamin, who grew up in
Mumbai’s Bene Israel community
and whose extensive portfolio
reflects her background of being
born Jewish in a country that is pre-
dominantly Hindu and Muslim but
also gives ample space to other reli-
gions to flourish.

“The book came about because
of a desire to produce a more sub-
stantial work on the art of Siona
Benjamin than I (or anyone else, for
that matter) had written up to this
point, because I have long admired
her work and the multi-faceted
ways in which it presents not only
as beautiful, but offers a social
agenda directed to improving the
world. The book grew, however, to
encompass the larger matter of the
diverse Jewish community within a
very diverse India, and the fact that
such diversity placed it in a position
to be welcoming to the Jewish com-
munities who arrived on Indian
shores at various times from various
places,” shared Soltes in an interview.

“The book begins with a broad
discussion of the arrival of Jews into
South and East Asia, followed by a
slightly narrower discussion about
the religious history of India and
within that of the Jews immigrating
to India, followed by three essays
that focus on the three major Indian
Jewish communities, before arriving
at a memoir by Siona and an analy-
sis of her work. She was the inspi-
ration and remains a central part of
the overall volume,” he added.

The book is the outcome of
intense research, of ‘many, many
hours reading everything’ that Soltes
could find about the Bene Israel,
supplemented by questions to
friends from that community.

“This book includes years of
interest, study, and teaching and lec-
turing about India, about aspects of
Jewish history, religion and culture,
and about Jewish art and architec-
ture and of course, writing and lec-
turing specifically about Siona’s
work. This includes many years of
studying and also teaching Sanskrit
and Vedic (texts), providing me with
more of a linguistic basis for my
understanding than could be
achieved simply in translation,”
Soltes explained.

Benjamin’s work, he said, makes
use of the visual heritage of India —
Hindu elements, such as the imagery
of Krishna as well as of Siva
Nataraja; Moghul stylistic elements
— and elements imported by the
Moghuls from the Persian miniature
tradition.

All this is combined together
with elements that resonate from the
Byzantine Christian tradition (such
as her sometimes lavish use of gold
leaf); and symbols, like the seven-
branched candelabrum, that derive
from the Jewish visual tradition —
as well as concepts like ‘Tikkun olam’
(Hebrew for ‘repairing the world’).

“As such, her art reflects the real-
ity of her life: growing up in Mumbai
surrounded by Hindu and Muslim
friends, going to Zoroastrian and
Catholic schools and then weaving
those visual and conceptual influ-
ences, together with elements of
Bollywood and Amar Chitra Katha
comic book imagery with pop art
and other aspects of the American
art scene with which she became
intimate over the following three
decades,” Soltes elaborated.

What was it like growing up
Jewish in India?

“The Shabbat lights that my
mother and father lit every Friday
evening, the shema prayers that
they taught me to recite, the need I
felt to call my mother up and tell her

anything and everything in my life
and the consolation I felt after
telling her, is irreplaceable and
will always stay with me. Her
strong sense of belief in her Jewish
values taught me that it was not
necessary to be strictly observant in
all ways but to just carry the
essence of who I was always with
me,” Benjamin writes in her 38-
page memoir in the book.

“In my work and life I find it
important to stress not just the
uniqueness of my culture but to try
and cultivate the specifics of my cul-
ture, and to try to connect with a
diverse universe of people. My
transcultural Jewish upbringing
taught me to use these specifics, but
also to universalise, so anyone and
everyone can hopefully identify
with my work. This is what I would
transmit to my own daughter; it is
the gift I got growing up Jewish in
India,” she adds.

To what does Soltes ascribe the
resilience of the Jewish communi-
ty in India?

The resilience of the communi-
ty is, I think, a function of two fea-
tures in particular. One is that, as a
global community, Jews have need-
ed to learn how to be resilient over
many centuries of more than fre-
quent intolerance and sometimes
very active persecution. In this
respect the Indian Jewish commu-
nity is similar to many other Jewish
communities.

“However, the second element is
India itself that, in its strong tenden-
cy to be open to varied perspectives
on both humanity and divinity, due
its own religious and cultural tradi-
tions, afforded to its Jewish commu-
nities the opportunity to flourish.
the only time Jews experienced
anti-Semitism was in the brief peri-
od in Goa — when the Portuguese
were in charge. Being a tiny minor-
ity, even within an accepting major-
ity culture, Jews experienced chal-
lenges with respect to defining their
identity, which pushed them to
flourish in India,” Soltes explained.

He also noted that Indian Jews,
most of whom currently live in
Israel, “see themselves as having two
complementary religious and cultur-
al identities — India as their moth-
er and Israel as their father”.

“With that in mind, members of
that population maintain consistent
contact with India and its now even
smaller Jewish population. I don’t
see any reason why that would
change in the near future: the
roadmap of the varied Jewish com-
munity is likely to continue along a
landscape of maintaining a presence
in India, even if that presence is
accompanied, paradoxically, by their
living for the most part elsewhere,”
Soltes maintained.

Thus, in combining discussions
of the Indian Jewish communities
with Benjamin’s own story and an
analysis of her artistic output — and
in introducing these narratives with-
in the larger story of Jews across
eastern Asia — the book offers a
unique verbal and visual portrait of
a significant slice of Indian and
Jewish culture and tradition. It
would be of interest to Jews and
non-Jews, Indian and non-Indian
alike, as well as to history enthusi-
asts and the general reader interest-
ed in art and culture.

E$�'�

The concept of ‘womankind’
has evolved over-time. While
generations across the world

have defined feminine attributes
sensitively, several women have
shattered the glass ceiling to recon-
struct the idea of feminism.
Santosh Jain, who began her career
in 1971 as a young printmaker,
strongly showcases the beauty of
women through her art. Baring her
heart during a telephonic conver-
sation, she shares that she has
observed how the vulnerability of
women has remained unchanged
over the years.

Her signature artistic style in
the section of the digital landscape,
the Solitude series talks about how
women as a group suffer through
loneliness. Her digital painting on
archival paper, titled Malgudi days
talks about the unconditional love
for family. A  family develops a
sense of security, love, and bond
amongst one another. Acrylic on
canvas, being titled as Dream
Come True expresses a close bond
that pets and children share with
one another. 

“There are numerous positive

and negative aspects of woman-
hood. For a mother or a wife, it is
delightful. Womanhood is beauti-
ful, but if she is a silent sufferer
then it is an absolute nightmare,”
she said. However, she adds,
“Today, women are educated, as
they have put their foot down for
their rights. However, I strongly
feel that the underlined story has
remained unchanged, or maybe I
am wrong.”

Distressed over the suffering of
women, she feels empathetic over
the pitiful circumstances that
women are facing. “In the small-
est village of Punjab or some other
remote sections, I always see
women suffering. I got sympathy
and empathy with women; they are
bread-winners, homemakers, who
are suffering silently” she
expressed.

Considering her work as the
second language she shares her sto-
ries and her innermost thoughts.
Looking back, she says, “I was a
carefree self, least bothered by
what is happening behind my
back. I used to enjoy every small
moment.” On being asked about

what has changed, she realises,
“Today, I am a mother and I over-
think everything, and maybe I am
a storyteller in my painting. I
have started assuming a lot of less
relevant things.”

Her artworks are recognised
extensively in prestigious artist
associations — Group 8, Shilpi
Chakra, Lalit Kala Akademi,
Bombay Art Society, and All India
Fine Arts & Crafts Society. Her
family has always encouraged her
to pursue her passion for the arts.
Referring to her three beautiful
daughters, she happily expresses,
“My children are lovely. They
know how I have brought them up,
they feel it but they don’t say it, but
they try their best to help me out
with my passion. They say that
now it is my moment, I should feel
free and do my artwork the way I
want. They are always standing
behind me, all three daughters,
including my sons-in-law.” Her cre-
ative ideas pop up out of nowhere.
“Sometimes, maybe at 2 am, I get
an idea and start working on it.
Even if, I leave watercolors, or a
painting; I get up, and look at it in

the morning”, she says thoughtful-
ly.

Reflecting on how life has
changed over the years, she chuck-
les after a long silence and talks
about being slightly judgmental.
She says, “There are some positive
and negative changes in my life.
Like I told you, when I was young,
I was carefree and least bothered
about kisne kya kaha, kyu kaha,
and kaise kaha (who said what,
why, and how someone can say
like that). Now it hurts me if some-
one says, maybe I have reached a
stage where I have decided that I
am not going to get affected by
anyone. But I am not going to
harm anyone intentionally. That’s
the motto of my life.”

Her love for photography
never faded out. During her lock-
down phase, she was engrossed in
watercoloring but currently, she is
engrossed in her digital artworks.
To young artists, she advised all to
have patience. She says, “We used
to have a lot of patience and we
would look up to our teachers.
Today, I see that students start
drawing in the first week, but

instead of finishing their art-
works, they seek something new.
The young generation has little
patience in the fast-moving world.
I feel that the base needs to be
stronger, if you want to become an
artist. If you have a goal, keep
looking at the goal and hit the
bull’s eye.”

After studying arts for five
years at Delhi College of Arts, she
went to Amsterdam for two years.
She expresses, “I went for a schol-
arship to Holland for two years.
Life went on, even though, I got a
job, but my family was my prior-
ity. Later on, I went for art educa-
tion, I went to the college of arts
as a visiting lecturer and then I got
a job in DPS Vasant Kunj. Then,
I started loving art education like
anything.” 

She conducted solo exhibi-
tions in Paris and Amsterdam.
Additionally, she exhibited her art-
works in several group shows in
New York, Australia, the UK, and
India. The Cultural Department of
Netherlands recognised her as an
exceptional artist before she
returned to India. 
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India captain Virat Kohli said it is
unfortunate to "end up here early"

for the IPL after a COVID-19 out-
break led to the cancellation of the
fifth Test against England and
hoped for a "secure" bio-bubble in
the league to tackle the "uncertain"
times.

Kohli, who will again lead Royal
Challengers Bangalore in the tour-
nament, along with other Indian
players refused to take the field in
the fifth Test against England
at Old Trafford, after junior
physio Yogesh Parmar
became the fourth close-
contact support staff to
test positive for COVID-19.

"Unfortunate that we
had to end up here
early,  but with
COVID in place,
things are ver y
uncertain," Kohli
told the RCB's dig-
ital media plat-
forms.

" A n y t h i n g
can happen at
any t ime.
Hopefully, we're
able to maintain
a good, strong,
and secure envi-
ronment, and have a
quality IPL.

"It's going to be an
exciting phase and a

very important one for us at RCB
and then for the Indian team at the
T20 World Cup," the Indian captain
said.

The IPL begins on Sunday and
RCB will play their first match on
Monday.

The RCB will have some excit-
ing new additions to their squad
including leg-spinner Wanindu
Hasaranga and Singapore batter
Tim David. The skipper is looking
forward to meet the new recruits.

"I've been in touch with every-
one. We've had discussions over the
last month or so, a little longer than
that with the replacements, who's
coming and who's not. Eventually,
we ended up replacing our key

players with some top-quality
cricketers," the RCB skipper

said. He believes that
replacement players will
fit into the system per-
fectly. "Our key players
will be missed, and
they are a part of the
family, but the people
coming in as well
have great skill sets,
especially for these
conditions. "So, I'm
very excited to see
them, with the whole
group at practice
and certainly very
excited to resume a
very good season
that started last time

around," he said.
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The proposed “standalone”
Test between India and
England should be treated as

the series-deciding fifth match
that was cancelled last week owing
to a COVID-19 outbreak in the
Indian camp, BCCI President
Sourav Ganguly told PTI on
Monday and ruled out the possi-
bility of it being treated as a one-
off game.

The England and Wales
Cricket Board (ECB) has written to
the ICC seeking a Dispute
Resolution Committee (DRC) ver-
dict on the fate of the cancelled
match that was to be played at Old
Trafford, Manchester. The ICC is
yet to comment on the matter.

"We want the series to be
completed as this will be our first
series win (in England) since
2007," Ganguly told PTI in an
exclusive interview.

"The BCCI maintains that Test
cricket is the ultimate format and
we won't compromise it for any-
thing," he made it clear.

India were leading 2-1 when
the match was called off last week
after the visiting players refused to
step on to the field following pos-
itive COVID-19 cases among its
support staff, including head coach
Ravi Shastri.

A forfeiture will allow the ECB
to get insurance reimbursement of
40 million pounds that, it claims,
would help offset its losses because
of the cancellation.

Asked if BCCI has offered to
play two extra T20 Internationals
when the team tours in July next

year for a white-ball series in lieu
of the Test, Ganguly said: "We are
ready to play extra ODI and T20Is
and that's not an issue.

“Just that the Test match that
will be played later will be the fifth
match of the series.”

If the ICC deems that the
match was abandoned due to
COVID-19, then India will official-
ly win the series 2-1 as such a can-

cellation is considered an "accept-
able non-compliance" under the
World Test Championship rules.

"There is precedence of series
being cancelled because of
COVID-19 in the past 18 months.
The BCCI cancelled its home
series against South Africa last year
which cost us around 40 to 50 mil-
lion pounds," the former captain
said.

He also hoped that in near
future there will be concrete "med-
ical advice" on offer that will allow
series to go on even with COVID
cases within the team.

"Because we understand how
detrimental it is to the game in
terms of spectators and viewers'
interest (TV and OTT) especially
when the series has been of such
high quality. Test cricket is BCCI's

foremost priority," he stated.
Ganguly said that the BCCI is

"disappointed" that the match was
called off but it could not have
pushed the worried players beyond
a point.

"We are extremely disappoint-
ed that this series had to be called
off. The only reason is COVID-19
outbreak and players' safety. We
could only push them to a point.

"But the pandemic is so severe
that one can only go that much dis-
tance," he explained.

Asked if the option of fielding
a fresh team by resting some of the
senior players, who were not com-
fortable, was considered, Ganguly
answered in the negative.

"No that wasn't an option. If
you see the Yogesh Parmar (the
junior physio who tested positive
just before the match) was a close
contact of every player," Ganguly
said.

"So obviously that was a cause
of worry. It was something nobody
had any control on and they (the
players) had families travelling
with them," he added, justifying the
anxiety in the camp.

ECB CEO Tom Harrison had
also said that every effort was made
to comfort the travelling players
but the "perception of what might
happen" made them fearful of
playing.

Asked if he would try and sort
it "amicably" with Harrison and
ECB head Ian Whatmore during
his personal visit to London on
September 23, Ganguly said: "Even
the Test match was called off ami-
cably. I am going there and let's see,
we will figure out something.
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Former captain Ramiz Raja
was on Monday unanimous-

ly elected as the chairman of the
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB)
for a three-year term, succeed-
ing Ehsan Mani who stepped
down from the post last month.

This is Raja's second stint
with the PCB. He had served as
the Board's chief executive from
2003 to 2004.

The special meeting was
presided by PCB election com-
missioner, Justice (retd) Sheikh
Azmat Saeed at the National
High Performance Centre. 

Raja was nominated for the
position by Prime Minister
Imran Khan, who is also the
patron-in-chief of the Board.

The 59-year-old commenta-
tor, who was part of Pakistan's
triumphant campaign in the
1992 World Cup, has become

the fourth international cricketer
to head the PCB after Abdul
Hafeez Kardar (1972-1977),
Javed Burki (1994-1995) and Ijaz
Butt (2008-2011).

Raja, who played more than
250 international matches for
Pakistan from 1984 to 1997
and scored 8,674 runs, replaces
the country's veteran cricket
administrator Mani.

Raja said one of his biggest
aims is to bring back the glory
days of the Pakistan men's team

that was once a force to reckon
with in the international arena.

Addressing the Board of
Governors (BoG) following his
election, Raja said: "I am thank-
ful to all of you for electing me
as the PCB chairman and look
forward to working with you to
ensure Pakistan cricket contin-
ues to thrive and grow stronger,
both on and off-the-field."

"One of my key focuses will
be to help introduce in the
Pakistan men's cricket team the
same culture, mind-set, atti-
tude and approach that once
made Pakistan one of the most
feared cricket playing nations. 

"As an organisation, we all
need to get behind the national
team and provide them the
desired assistance and support so
that they can produce that brand
of cricket, which the fans also
expect from them each time they
step on to the field of play." 
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Agame from the end of his bid for
what would have been the first cal-

endar-year Grand Slam in men's ten-
nis since 1969, Novak Djokovic cov-
ered his face with a towel, hiding his
tears during a changeover. 

For 27 Grand Slam matches in
2021, on hard courts, clay courts and
grass, Djokovic could not be deterred,
could not be beaten. Needing one
more victory, in the US Open final on
Sunday against Daniil Medvedev, to
complete a season sweep of major titles
and to claim the record 21st of his
career, Djokovic could not come
through.

Outplayed by someone using a
similar style to his own, Djokovic came
up just short of those two historic mile-
stones, losing 6-4 6-4 6-4 to first-time
major champion Medvedev at Arthur
Ashe Stadium.

What was in Djokovic's thoughts
as he sat there on the sideline, know-
ing full well that his quest was
moments from its conclusion?  

"Relief. I was glad it was over,
because the buildup for this tourna-
ment, and everything that mentally,
emotionally, I had to deal with
throughout the tournament in the last
couple of weeks, was just a lot. It was

a lot to handle," Djokovic said at his
news conference. 

"I was just glad that, finally, the run
is over. At the same time, I felt sadness,
disappointment - and also gratitude for
the crowd and for that special moment
that they've created for me on the
court." 

Until Sunday, the No 1-ranked
Djokovic had been sublime at the

sport's four most important tourna-
ments, enduring the burdens of expec-
tations and pressure over the past
seven months and, in New York, the
past fortnight.

He won the Australian Open in
February, beating Medvedev in the
final in straight sets, the French Open
in June and Wimbledon in July,
pulling even with Rafael Nadal and

Roger Federer at 20 Grand Slam
titles, the most for a man in the his-
tory of a sport that dates to the 1800s. 

The last man to complete a true
Grand Slam by going 4 for 4 at the
majors in a single season remains Rod
Laver, who did it twice - in 1962 and
1969 - and was in the stands Sunday.
The last woman to accomplish the feat
was Steffi Graf in 1988.

Instead, Djokovic joins Jack
Crawford in 1933 and Lew Hoad in
1956 as men who won a year's first trio
of Grand Slam tournaments and
made it all the way to the US Open
final before losing.

"I do feel sorry for Novak, because
I cannot imagine what he feels," said
Medvedev, a 25-year-old from Russia
who had been 0-2 in major finals. 

"Knowing that I managed to stop
him, it definitely makes it sweeter, and
brings me confidence for what is to
come." Djokovic, a 34-year-old from
Serbia, simply was far from his best on
this particular day.

"Just energy-wise, I felt slow,"
said Djokovic, who could not create
the kind of comeback he had in each
of his previous four matches - and six
others in Grand Slam action this year
- when he dropped the opening set. 

"I know I could have, and should
have, done better," he said.

����� �6%��
��

India held off a fighting
Ukraine via the tie-breaker to

enter the semi-finals of the
FIDE Online Chess Olympiad
on Monday with B Adhiban, D
Harika and Nihal Sarin playing
key roles.

The blitz tie-break saw
India outclass its opponent 5-1
thanks to wins for Adhiban,
Harika, Sarin and R Vaishali
storm into the last four.

India's top woman player
Koneru Humpy drew her game
against Iulija Osmak while Vidit
Gujrathi, playing on top board
instead of the rested former
world champion Viswanathan
Anand, shared honours with
veteran Vasyl Ivanchuk.

In the blitz tie-break,
Adhiban broke the resistance of
Kirill Shevchenko in 36 moves
in a Larsen Indian variation
game. The Ukraine player had
in the two regular games held
his own, drawing against P
Harikrishna and beating Vidit
Gujrathi.

Ukraine bounced back after
losing the first round 2-4 by
trumping India 3.5-2.5 in the

second to force the blitz tie-
breaks.

In the second round, R
Praggnanandhaa, playing in
place of Nihal Sarin, posted the
first win for India, beating
Platon Galperin with white
pieces. The young GM under-
lined his superiority, securing
victory in just 20 moves in a
Sicilian variation game.

Harika extended India's
lead by getting the better of
Natalia Zhukova in 32 moves
with white pieces. She had in the
first game of the quarterfinal
beaten her opponent.

While Anand drew a sec-
ond straight game against long-
time rival Ivanchuk, Vidit
Gujrathi who came in for P
Harikrishna lost to Kirill
Shevchenko.

However, the defeat of
Humpy at the hands of IM Iulija
Osmak in a marathon 114-
move game secured a win for
Ukraine.

In the first set of matches,
Anand and Ivanchuck played
out a draw while Harikrishna,
Humpy and Vaishali also shared
honours with their respective
opponents. 
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The Australia-China combination of
Sam Stosur and Zhang Shuai won their

second Grand Slam women's doubles title
together in New York.

The veteran pair, aged 37 and 32
respectively, denied home favourites Coco
Gauff and Caty McNally their first with
a 6-3 3-6 6-3 victory after a two-hour tus-
sle at Arthur Ashe Arena on Sunday.

The No14 seeds added the US Open
title to the Australian Open crown they
won in 2019.

Gauff and McNally, seeded 11th,
were hoping to join 18 year-old singles
champion Emma Raducanu as teenage
winners at the US Open after winning the
girl's title just three years ago.

However,  Stosur and Zhang proved
too good, with Stosur adding this doubles
title to the one she won at Flushing
Meadows in 2005, and the singles title she
earned by beating Serena Williams in the
2011 final. 
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Former India opener Gautam
Gambhir expects K L Rahul

to have a stupendous IPL cam-
paign when the league resumes
later this week as he believes that
the big-hitter's best has not yet
been seen despite an average of
over 50 in the last three seasons. 

Punjab Kings captain Rahul
is averaging 66 after seven
matches this year with a strike
rate of 136. The IPL was sus-
pended in May due to COVID-
19 cases in its bubble and will
resume on Sunday in the UAE.
"We haven't seen the best of KL
Rahul. Yes, he has got runs, but
we still haven't seen, what he can
achieve in his batting," Gambhir
told Star Sports show Game
Plan. "You could have a season
like Virat Kohli had once. He's
that kind of a player in white-
ball cricket, where he can get 2-
3 hundreds in a season and at

a very good strike rate as well,"
he said.

The 29-year-old Rahul has
already amassed 331 runs from
seven games this year, including
four half centuries. He is second
on the list of 2021 IPL's top-
scorers. Speaking of other
teams, Gambhir said the condi-
tions in the UAE will favour
defending champions Mumbai
Indians. Mumbai and Chennai
Super Kings will clash in the first
match of the resumed season on
Sunday.
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Vinícius Júnior sent his low
shot into the net and rushed

to the sideline, jumping over the
barrier and going into the stands
to be quickly engulfed by Real
Madrid fans. It was a scene that
wouldn't have been possible
during the last 18 months. With
goals by Vinícius Júnior and
debutant Eduardo Camavinga
and a hat trick by Karim
Benzema, Madrid twice came
from behind before comfortably
beating Celta Vigo 5-2 in the
Spanish league on Sunday.

The game marked Madrid's
return to the Santiago Bernabéu
Stadium more than 18 months
after it was closed because of the
coronavirus pandemic and a
massive renovation project. "It
was a special night for us,"
Benzema said. "I always say that
we need the support of the fans
and today they gave all they had
to help us again."

The remodeling of the
Bernabéu is not expected to fin-
ish until 2022 but the stadium
reopened to a limited crowd of
19,874 in the first match at the
venue since March 1, 2020,
when Madrid defeated
Barcelona 2-0 with Zinedine
Zidane still as its coach.
Defending champion Atlético
Madrid earlier also needed to
rally to avoid a disappointing
result in a milestone match,
scoring two late goals - includ-
ing one in the ninth minute of
stoppage time - to beat Espanyol
2-1 in Antoine Griezmann's
first game back since a stint with
Barcelona.

Madrid took advantage of
the prohibition on spectators in

stadiums because of the pan-
demic to accelerate the con-
struction work at the Bernabéu
while it played its home match-
es at the small Alfredo Di
Stéfano Stadium in the club's
training complex. It played
three straight away matches in
the first three rounds this sea-
son to get the venue ready for
crowds again. The seating areas
that are still not available to the
public, mostly in the lower sec-
tions of the stadium, were
blocked off and covered up, and
there was a lot of construction
work still visible inside and
outside the venue. The huge
structures that will hold the sta-
dium's new retractable roof are
already in position.

On the field, it was Celta
that opened the scoring with
Santi Mina finding the net from
inside the area after a defensive
mistake by Madrid only four
minutes into the match.
Benzema equalized with a shot
from inside the area after a pass
by Federico Valverde, but Celta
retook the lead in a breakaway
in the 31st with Franco Cervi
finding the net from close range.
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The Delhi High Court was
informed on Monday that

the proceedings of upcoming
AGM of Delhi and District
Cricket Association (DDCA)
on September 15 will be
videographed and the record-
ing will be given to the
ombudsman to avoid any
grievances.

The submission was made
by DDCA’s counsel before
Justice Rekha Palli who was
hearing a petition by a mem-
ber of the association that an
observer be appointed for the
Annual General Meeting
(AGM) of DDCA since there
was utter chaos, mayhem and
disturbance created by ele-
ments within the association
in the AGM on December 29,
2019.

The petition was filed by
Sunil K Goel seeking direction
to appoint a retired judge of
the high court as an observer
to oversee the proceedings for
the AGM of DDCA at Feroz
Shah Kotla Grounds here
which shall be videographed
and also to act as an observ-
er in the ensuing elections of
the association scheduled
from October 25 to 17.  Senior
advocate Rajiv Nayar and
lawyer T Singhdev, represent-
ing DDCA, said not only the
petitioner will be free to
attend the AGM but the entire
proceedings of AGM will be
videographed and copy of the
recording will be furnished to
Ombudsman to avoid any
further grievance.
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From arranging vegetarian food to
booking practice courts without

asking and beefed up security, Pakistan
is "going out of their way" to make the
eight-member Indian tennis contingent
feel "special" in Islamabad, which is
playing host to the Asian U-12 ITF
regional qualifying event.

A few Indian junior tennis players
have competed across the border in
individual capacity in different ITF
Grade events but it is the first time that
a junior national team has travelled to
Pakistan for a multi-nation tournament.  

The Indian Davis Cup team has not

travelled to the neighbouring nation
since 1964 and no senior player has
competed on the Pakistan soil since the
friendship series between the two
nations in November 2007 in Lahore.

Obviously, Pakistan is glad to host
Indian players even if they are just 12-
year-old boys and girls.

Aarav Chawla, Ojas Mehlawat and
Rudra Batham feature in the boys
team while the girls team has Maaya
Revathi, Harithashree Venkatesh and
Janhavi Kajla.

Incidentally, former national cham-
pion Ashutosh Singh, who was part of
the 2007 friendship series, is with the
boys team as coach.  

Ashutosh says having the India flag
on their official jerseys had started to
attract attention even before they land-
ed in Pakistan. 

"At the Doha airport, a few people
noticed the tricolour on our jerseys and
they got interested in our group. They
belonged to Pakistan and were happy to
know that we were headed to Islamabad.
If you are an Indian player, they want
to talk to you," Ashutosh told PTI from
Islamabad.

"Before we reached the immigration
desk, the Pakistan Tennis Federation
had all the clearances in place. It was
clear, they were happy to have us as
guests. We also had an escort vehicle till

the hotel. "There were no security con-
cerns. Even the parents of the kids were
pretty confident. All the top players of
Pakistan like Aqeel Khan are our good
friends. They always keep tennis away
from politics." 

Namita Bal, who is the coach the
girls team, was overwhelmed by the spe-
cial treatment they are receiving.

"They are taking care of our tiniest
of things. Janhavi is the lone vegetari-
an in our group but they are arranging
vegetarian food for her everyday.

We are supposed to book our
courts and arrange for water but they
are taking care of everything," chuck-
led Namita. 
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