
NAVEENA GHANATE 
n HYDERABAD

Municipal Administration and IT
Minister K T Rama Rao, in his first-
ever response to wild allegations
made by opposition parties, said that
he was ready for any kind of drug
test, and sought to know whether
Rahul Gandhi would be ready for
the same. 

KTR was furious with Congress
leaders for calling him an 'ambassa-
dor for drugs'. He asked what he had
to do with drugs and said a buffoon
had given a letter to ED (the
Enforcement Directorate).  KTR
made these remarks during a chit-
chat with media persons at
Telangana Bhavan here on Saturday.

Referring to the ways of the
Maharashtra government, which
had booked Union Minister Rane
for his remarks, KTR said: "We will
also start booking cases against
those making false allegations and
comments against the government

or the Chief Minister. If needed, they
will even be booked for sedition. He
said that anyone who spoke against
Telangana would not be spared. He
said that during the agitation, when
CM KCR used harsh language, it was
mainly to express emotions. He
sought to know whether there was
any need for the opposition parties
to use abusive language.

If, as alleged by opposition parties,
Chief Minister K Chandrasekhar
Rao had been sleeping in his farm
house, how were welfare schemes
being implemented, unlike in any
other state, or how were the invest-

ments coming, he sought to know.
KTR said that there was a real

estate boom in the Congress and
observed: "They will even sell the
PCC post in future. Vanteru Pratap
Reddy did bigger Sabhas than the
Gajwel Sabha on Friday. Nobody is
scared of MIM, except BJP". He said
that Amit Shah came to state, but did
not speak of even one project given
by the Center. He questioned what
BJP leaders elected as MPs had done
for the state. 

KTR commented that Delhi par-
ties knew only 'silly politics'. "They
do not know what the people of
Telangana want.  The ruling TRS
party is focused on developmental
programmes.  One jobless person is
doing Padayatra and another is cre-
ating hullabaloo.  He questioned if
the BJP and Jan Sangh were involved
in the Telangana armed struggle?
KTR said: "For us, June 2 is
Liberation Day because Telangana
was carved out of Andhra Pradesh
after a long struggle. We celebrated
Sept 17th as a party, but as a govern-
ment June 2 remains our Liberation
Day. We will not support any efforts
to target one particular community."

KTR said that new parties were
emerging in TS to snatch the TRS
party votes.  The new parties were
banking on national parties. He
asked why RS Praveen Kumar, who
had praised KCR in the past, did not
question the Centre on the alloca-
tion of Navodaya Vidyalayas. He
said Sharmila was also acting in the
same way. Speaking about Saidabad
rape incident, KTR said: "I believe,
from whatever I see on social
media, justice is being served in
Telangana even faster than (via) fast-
track courts".

OBTUSE AANGLE
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UK to roll out crucial
Covid treatment 

that was given 
to Donald Trump

T
housands of vulnerable health

service patients in the UK
hospitals due to Covid-19 are

set to benefit from a life-saving new
antibody treatment called Ronapreve,

which was given to former US
president Donald Trump. A combina-

tion of two monoclonal antibodies,
Ronapreve, will be targeted initially at

those in hospital who have not
mounted an antibody response against

the coronavirus. The treatment was
used as part of the suite of experi-
mental medicines given to Trump

when he tested positive for Covid-19
last year. “We have secured a brand

new treatment for our most vulnerable
patients in hospitals across the UK and
I am thrilled it will be saving lives from
as early as next week,” said UK Health

Secretary Sajid Javid.

Tharoor calls for
permanent president

to head Congress

S
enior Congress leader and Lok
Sabha MP Shashi Tharoor on

Saturday called for a
permanent president to head the party,
which is 'now at an interim stage'. He

said all the Congress leaders have
sought a permanent president for the

party. "We all liked the leadership of
Sonia Gandhi. But we are now at an
interim stage. For the last two years

we haven't had a permanent president.
That must be remedied. We need to

instil energy in the organisational
structure of the Congress party. We all
have sought for a permanent president

for the party," he said. 

Photos show N. Korea
expanding uranium

enrichment plant

R
ecent satellite images shows North

Korea is expanding a uranium
enrichment plant at its main

Yongbyon nuclear complex, a sign that
it's intent on boosting the production of

bomb materials, experts say. The
assessment comes after North Korea

recently raised tensions by performing its
first missile tests in six months amid
long-dormant nuclear disarmament

diplomacy with the United States. The
expansion of the enrichment plant

probably indicates that North Korea plans
to increase its production of weapons-
grade uranium at the Yongbyon site by

as much as 25 percent, Jeffrey Lewis and
two other experts at Middlebury Institute
of International Studies at Monterey said

in a report.
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ALMANAC 

TODAY

Month & Paksham:

Bhadrapada & Shukla Paksha

panchangam

Tithi : Chaturdashi 29:27

Nakshatram: Shatabhisha 27:28

Time to Avoid: (Bad time to start 

any important work)

Rahukalam: 4:40 pm - 6:11 pm

Yamagandam: 12:09 pm - 1:40 pm

Varjyam: 10:35 am - 12:11 pm 

Gulika: 3:10 pm - 4:40 pm

Good Time: (to start any important work)

Amritakalam: 8:14 pm - 9:50 pm

Abhijit Muhurtham: 11:45 am - 12:33 pm

FFoorreeccaasstt:: Partly cloudy
Temp: 29
Humidity: 74%
Sunrise: 6:04 am
Sunset: 6:14 pm Bids in crores for Neeraj’s javelin, Borgohain’s gloves

PNS n NEW DELHI

Sports equipment and gears of
India's Olympics and Paralympics
stars, including badminton rack-
ets of Krishna Nagar and SL
Yathiraj, Neeraj Chopra's javelin
and gloves of Lovlina Borgohain,
are among Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's mementos that
are drawing the maximum bids in
an e-auction by the Ministry of
Culture.

So far, the highest bid has been
received for the boxing gloves of
Lovlina Borgohain who won a
bronze medal at the Tokyo
Olympics. It has received a bid of
Rs 1.92 crore against a base price
of Rs 80 lakh.

Chopra's javelin which gave

India its sole gold in the 2020
Olympics has drawn a bid of over
Rs 1.55 crore while its base price
is Rs 1 crore. Badminton rackets of

Paralympians Krishna Nagar and
SL Yathiraj and the fence used by
CA Bhavani Devi at the Olympics
received bids of Rs 10 crore each

during the day, but in the evening
when the bids were reviewed, they
were found to be fake.

As of now, the highest quoted
bids for the badminton racquets of
Nagar and Yathiraj are Rs 80 lakh
and Rs 50 lakh respectively, at par
with their base prices.

The bid for the fence used by
Devi also stood at Rs 60 lakh, its
base price.

Devi is the first Indian fencer to
ever qualify for the Tokyo
Olympics.

A javelin autographed by Sumit
Antil, the gold medallist at the
Tokyo Paralympics, has received a
bid of Rs 1,00,08,000 against its base
price of Rs 1 crore.

‘Ready for any test'

SNCN ACHARYULU
n HYDERABAD

Governor Tamilisai
Soundararajan has start-
ed giving shocks to the
Telangana Rashtra
Samiti government
two years into her
post.  With two years
plus to go before the
next Assembly elec-
tions in Telangana, some
of her recent actions have
started worrying the ruling party. 

The first shock given by the
Governor was to keep on hold the
file relating to the state cabinet's
decision to nominate P Kaushick

Reddy as MLC in Governor's
quota. The latest shock was her
calling 17th September as

Telangana Liberation Day,
which is in line with the

BJP tune, but against
the stance of the TRS
government. 

In the combined
Andhra Pradesh, par-

ticularly during the
separate Telangana

movement, both BJP and
TRS demanded the then

Congress state government to cel-
ebrate 17th September officially as
Telangana Liberation Day. 

But after the TRS came to
power in 2014, it changed its tune

on Telangana Liberation Day. 
Union Home Minister Amit

Shah, during his address at Nirmal
on Friday, said that once the BJP
came to power in Telangana, their
government would officially cel-
ebrate Telangana Liberation Day
on 17th September. 

Union Minister G Kishan
Reddy also said that for the BJP,
the first file to be signed upon
coming to power in the State in
the 2023 Assembly elections
would be the one declaring 17th
September as Telangana
Liberation Day and it would be
celebrated officially every year. 

Devotees all set
to bid adieu to
Ganapati Bappa

KTR pans ‘buffoon's complaint’ to ED

o ‘Anyone speaking against TS
govt will be booked for sedition'

o ‘Delhi parties know only silly
politics'

o ‘If CM is confined to his farm
house, how are investors
coming and welfare schemes
being implemented?' 

o ‘We celebrated Sept 17 as a
party, but as a government June
2 remains our Liberation Day'

69% of instant
approvals on 
TS-bPASS accepted 
PNS n HYDERABAD

Nearly 69% of instant approvals on
TS-bPASS are accepted post veri-
fication as well. About 13% of the
applications that are rejected are
mostly due to non-submission of
mandatory documents and sub-
mission of incorrect information in
the application. Nearly 18% of the
applications are under process. 

Officials of the Municipal
Administration and Urban
Development say this shows the
faith the public has in TS-bPASS
policy. The government is planning
to conduct awareness programmes
on the application process and issue
a checklist shortly to reduce the
rejections.  

The Telangana State Building
Permission and Approval and Self-
Certification System, which does
away with the earlier cumbersome
process and paperwork that had
citizens running from pillar to post
to obtain building permits or lay-
out approvals, came into effect on
November 16,2020.

From ignoring KTR’s text to
investing Rs 2,400 cr in TS

PNS n HYDERABAD

Kochi-based Kitex group on
Saturday announced a Rs 2,400
crore investment in Telangana
State, with potential to create
22,000 jobs. 

Kitex MD Sabu Jacob revealed
that he decided to make the
investment only because of K T
Rama Rao, though initially he had
ignored the Minister's text mes-
sage. 

Sharing the details on Saturday,
KTR said, 'Jayesh Ranjan through
his 5th degree of separation got
me Jacob's number and I sent
him a text message introducing
myself as Minister in Telangana
and would like to speak to him".
KTR said, "He did not reply as he
didn't seem interested or maybe
thought I wasn't the Minister.
Jayesh somehow convinced that
it's the Minister reaching out to
him. I was explaining him all
wonderful things in Telangana…
I urged Jacob to visit Hyderabad
as seeing is believing. Without

thinking, I just said I will send a
flight and he was taken aback".
He said the Kerala govt would
stop him, so he was asked to
announce just before departure.
This interesting conversation on
phone translated to Rs2,400 crore
investment.

Kitex MD more than doubles investment plan, hails State

Revanth Reddy throws ‘White
Challenge' at KTR and Konda 
PNS n HYDERABAD

Telangana Pradesh Congress
Committee chief A Revanth Reddy
has thrown what he calls a 'White
Challenge' at IT Minister KT Rama
Rao and Chevella former MP
Konda Vishweshwar Reddy daring
them to undergo drug tests. 

While speaking to media persons
at Gandhi Bhavan on Saturday,
Revanth appealed to political lead-
ers and celebrities, particularly cin-
ema actors, to participate in his
'White Challenge' to send a good
message to the youth and protect
them from drugs and cannabis. 

Revanth apparently wants for his
anti-drug campaign something sim-

ilar to Rajya Sabha member J
Santhosh Kumar's 'Green Challenge'.
He explained that the one who
accepted the White Challenge would
have to prove that he was not using
drugs by undergoing blood and hair
tests and later the same person had
to throw the White Challenge to two
more celebrities or political leaders.

Amarinder
resigns as
Punjab CM
PNS n CHANDIGARH

Congress veteran Amarinder
Singh on Saturday resigned as
Chief Minister of Punjab, declar-
ing that he feels "humiliated" and
said he won't accept state
Congress president Navjot Singh
Sidhu as the next CM or the party
face in the Assembly polls.

The development has come
amid a power tussle that polarised
the ruling party in the State head-
ed for elections in just about four
months.

Google abused Android
dominance, says report 
PNS n NEW DELHI

Google abused the dominant posi-
tion of its Android operating sys-
tem in India, using its "huge finan-
cial muscle" to illegally hurt com-
petitors, the country's antitrust
authority found in a report on its
two-year probe, accessed by news
agency Reuters.

Alphabet Inc's Google reduced
"the ability and incentive of device
manufacturers to develop and sell
devices operating on alternative
versions of Android," says the
June report by the Competition
Commission of India's (CCI)
investigations unit.

The US tech giant told Reuters
in a statement it looks forward to
working with the CCI to "demon-
strate how Android has led to more
competition and innovation, not
less."

Google has not received the
investigation report, a person with
direct knowledge of the situation
said.

The CCI did not respond to a
request for comment on the report.
Senior CCI members will review
the report and give Google anoth-

er chance to defend itself, before
issuing a final order, which could
include penalties, said another
person familiar with the case.

Google would be able to appeal
any order in India's courts.

Its findings are the latest
antitrust setback for Google in
India, where it faces several probes
in the payments app and smart tel-
evision markets. The company
has been investigated in Europe,
the United States and elsewhere.
This week, South Korea's antitrust
regulator fined Google $180 mil-
lion for blocking customised ver-
sions of Android.
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Record 5.27 L Covid
doses administered
in a day in Telangana
PNS n HYDERABAD

Telangana State set a new record
on Friday by administering more
than 5 lakh doses in one day.
Director of Public Health Dr G
Srinivas Rao said, "As part of the
Special Vaccination Drive in the
state, total 5.27 lakh doses were
administered today, which is the
highest coverage in a single day".

This comes two days after
Telangana achieved a milestone of
2 crore doses. 

According to officials, there is
enough supply of vaccines from
the central government, which is
helping in ramping up the vacci-
nation drive. 

On Thursday, as part of the
Special Vaccination Drive in the
state, total 4.01 lakh doses were
administered.

I-T dept alleges Sonu Sood, associates
evaded Rs 20 crore tax, violated FCRA
PNS n NEW DELHI

The CBDT on
Saturday alleged that
actor Sonu Sood
and his associates
evaded tax of Rs 20
crore and claimed
that after the
Income Tax
Department raided
him and a linked
Lucknow-based infrastruc-
ture group, it was found that he
routed his "unaccounted income in
the form of bogus unsecured loans
from many bogus entities".

It also accused Sood of vio-
lating the Foreign

Contribution Regulation
Act (FCRA) while rais-
ing donations from
abroad.

The department
had launched search-
es against the 48-year-

old actor and the
Lucknow-based group of

industries involved in the
infrastructure sector on

September 15 and the CBDT said
the action was continuing.

"During the course of search at
the premises of the actor and his

associates, incriminating evidence
pertaining to tax evasion has been
found. The main modus operandi
followed by the actor had been to
route his unaccounted income in
the form of bogus unsecured loans
from many bogus entities," the
Central Board of Direct Taxes
(CBDT) claimed in a statement.

It added that, so far, use of 20
such entries has been found and the
providers of which, on examina-
tion, have "accepted" on oath to
have given "bogus" accommodation
entries (transaction entries in
accounts).

o Revanth asks KTR and Konda to come
to Gun Park on Monday to go to
hospital to give blood and hair samples

o Revanth announces ‘White Challenge’
similar to ‘Green Challenge’ to protect
the youth from drugs

Babu Supriyo dumps
BJP for TMC, Centre
downsizes security
PNS n NEW DELHI

BJP MP Babul Supriyo sprang a
surprise on Saturday when he
joined West Bengal's ruling TMC
and asserted he will work for the
development of the state.

Soon after, the Union govern-
ment scaled down the armed
security cover of central paramil-
itary commandos given to him.

Supriyo’s security cover has
been reduced from the second-
highest level of Z category to Y
category, after an order was issued
by the Union Home Ministry on
Friday.

Governor starts giving shocks

iPhone 13 
pre-order begins...
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EGG 

RATES

HYDERABAD        428

VIJAYAWADA         438

VISAKHAPATNAM 470
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CHICKEN 

RATES

Dressed/With Skin `165

Without Skin `175

Broiler at Farm `135

`̀//KKGG

(IN HYDERABAD)

PNS n HYDERABAD

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD), Hydera-
bad has issued a three-day yel-
low alert for Telangana, from
Monday to September 22.
While Hyderabad has not
recorded any rainfall in the last
two days, several districts of
Telangana, including Jagityal,
Mulugu, Kumram Bheem-
Asifabad, Warangal Rural,
Karimnagar and Peddapalli,
have been receiving heavy
downpours.

IMD issues a yellow alert to
inform people before heavy
rains, storm, floods or such
natural calamities. The warn-
ing means that there is a pos-
sibility of heavy rain of 7.5 mm
to 15 mm. 

The rain is likely to contin-
ue for a few hours after the
alert is issued.

On Saturday, the highest
maximum temperature
recorded in the city was 30.2
degree Celsius, whereas the
minimum temperature was
24.4 degree Celsius. 

According to the data
recorded at various Automatic
Weather Stations (AWS) by the
Telangana State Development
Planning Society, almost all the
areas of Hyderabad are likely
to receive rainfall between 2.5
mm to 15.6 mm in the coming
days. The maximum temper-
ature in the city during the
period is expected to be
between 31 and 33 degree
Celsius and the minimum
temperature will be in the
range 21 to 23 degree Celsius.

This year's Southwest
Monsoon has been vigorous
over Telangana. So far, between
June 1 and September 18,
Telangana has received excess
rainfall of 32 per cent. While
almost all the areas of the city
received excess rainfall,
Warangal Urban has witnessed
the highest rainfall of 1133.3
mm, which is about 71 per
cent more than normal.
Hyderabad, too, has received
18 per cent excess rainfall this
monsoon.

Three-day yellow
alert for TS: IMD

PNS n HYDERABAD

Telangana Congress has decid-
ed to launch  Nirudyoga
Dharmayuddam from TRS
working president and IT
Minister KT Rama Rao's con-
stituency Sircilla on October 2
marking the birth anniversary
of Mahatma Gandhi. The
Telangana Congress would
wage a Nirudyoga
Dharmayuddam till December
9, on AICC chief Sonia
Gandhi's birthday. 

Speaking to the media after
the Executive Committee
meeting on Saturday at
Gandhi Bhavan, TPCC senior
vice-president Mallu Ravi said
that it decided to wage a war
on unemployment from
October 2 to December 9. He
said that they would plan to
make AICC chief Sonia
Gandhi or Rahul Gandhi to
participate in the
Dharmayuddam meeting on
the last day. The executive
committee decided to meet

unemployed youth and intel-
lectuals by visiting universities
and other educational institu-
tions. The party will hold fur-
ther discussions on the issue in
TPCC Political Affairs
Committee meeting. The
Political Affairs Committee
will decide the venues. The
Congress party would wage a
fight against NDA govern-
ment's anti-people policies
along with 11other political
parties. He said that the TPCC
would conduct meetings with

opposition parties following
the directions of AICC. He
said that TPCC would stage a
dharna at Indira Park on
September 22. The party will
participate in Bharat Bandh on
September 27. The party is
conducting a meeting with
leaders of opposition parties.
Already party sent invitations
to opposition leaders. 

Youth Congress chief Shiva
Sena Reddy and TPCC
Campaign Committee vice-
chairman were also present. 

Congress to launch ‘Dharmayuddam' 
PNS n HYDERABAD

Union Tourism Minister G
Kishan Reddy has addressed
a letter to the Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy making it clear
that he didn't recommend
anyone for the membership of
TTD Board. He also made it
clear that he didn't recom-
mend Y Ravi Prasad's name
as TTD special invitee. 

Kishan denies
recommending
names for TTD 

PNS n HYDERABAD

Dileep Konatham, Director,
Digital Media, Government
of Telangana, received the
Public Relations Council of
India's Chanakya Award for
the second year in a row.

The award was presented
by Goa Chief Minister Sri
Pramod Sawant on 17th
September at the 15th PRCI
Global Communications
Conclave, being held at Goa.

The PRCI Chanakya
Award recognises outstand-

ing contributions made by
individuals, corporates and
institutions in the Public
Relations sector. Each year,
PRCI presents these Awards
to achievers and leaders who
brought name and fame to
the country in their chosen
fields.

Dileep was also a recipient
of PRCI Chanakya Award in
2020 as well.  Basavaraj
Bommai, CM of Karnataka,
had handed over the award to
Dileep in March 2020 in
Bengaluru.

Digital media director
wins PRCI Award ’21

PNS n HYDERABAD

Telangana State Road
Transport Corporation
(TSRTC) has decided to run
565 special buses to take
part in the Ganesh
Nimajjanam programme
under Greater Hyderabad
limits on September 19. The
TSRTC Managing Director
VC Sajjanar told the com-
muters to contact
9959226154 (Rathifile Bus
Station) and 9959226160
(Koti Bus Station) for fur-
ther information about the
special buses.

On the other hand, newly
appointed TSRTC chairman
Bajireddy Goverdhan has met
Transport Minister Puvvada
Ajay Kumar. On the occasion,
Bajireddy gave a flower bou-
quet to the Minister and the
Minister felicitated Bajireddy
offering him a shawl. 

TSRTC to run 565
special buses for
Ganesh immersion 

Revanth Reddy throws ‘White
challenge' at KTR and Konda
Continued from page 1

Revanth offered to come to
Gun Park on September 20 at
12 noon. He said that he was
ready to come to any hospital
chosen by KTR and Konda
Vishweshwar Reddy. "Let us go
to Osmania Hospital as part of
the White Challenge. Let us
give blood and hair samples to
the doctors for tests. We have
the responsibility of protecting
the youth", he said.  

KTR must spell out why he
was not responding to investi-
gations in the drugs and
money laundering case and
why he did not interfere even
as a Minister. He sought to
know why the Prohibition and
Excise Department was not
giving details to the
Enforcement Directorate with
regard to the drugs case.

Revanth said the state gov-

ernment must tell as to who
was the secret person protect-
ing Daggubati Rana and Rakul
Preet Singh from the
Prohibition and Excise
Department case then and
now. "Who is the person
behind not summoning Rana
and Rakul in the year 2017 and
who is the person behind
summoning Rana and Rakul
now for the interrogation?
The ED has served notices and
conducted interrogation of
Rana and Rakul now", he stat-
ed. He wanted KTR to tell as
Minister why the state govern-
ment was not extending its
cooperation to the central
investigating agencies in the
drugs case.

Revanth found fault with
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah for not giving appoint-
ment to the Telangana
Congress leaders. Amit Shah

gave appointment to My Home
Chief Jupally Rameshwara Rao
on September  16 -- a day
before Amit Shah came to
Telangana. He said that Union
Tourism Minister G Kishan
Reddy had acted as the link
between Amit Shah and
Jupally Rameshwar Rao. He
alleged that Amit Shah had
been giving appointments only
to the persons looting the
public assets.  He said that
Rameshwar Rao met Amit
Shah to urge him not to criti-
cise KCR in Nirmal meeting
and not to give appointment to
Congress party. He said that
there were two groups in
Telangana BJP: one pro-KCR;
and; the other one; anti-KCR.
There was no use with
Telangana BJP chief Bandi
Sanjay's Praja Sangrama Yatra
as there were pro-KCR leaders
in BJP, he said. 

I-T dept alleges Sonu Sood, associates evaded Rs 20 cr...
Continued from page 1

"They have accepted to have
issued cheques in lieu of cash.
There have been instances
where professional receipts
have been camouflaged as loans
in the books of accounts for the
purpose of evasion of tax," the
policy-making body for the
tax department said.

These bogus loans, it said,
have been used for "making
investments and acquiring
properties."

The total amount of tax
evaded unearthed so far
amounts to more than Rs 20
crore, the statement and official
sources said about Sood.

It also talked about his char-

ity organisation that was estab-
lished during the Covid-19
outbreak last year.

The actor shot to national
prominence after he arranged
free transport through rail, air
and road for numerous migrant
workers to reach their home
states during the nationwide
lockdown clamped last year to
contain the spread of coron-
avirus pandemic.

The Delhi government, led
by Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal, had also recently
declared that Sood will be the
brand ambassador of the Aam
Aadmi Party government's
'Desh ke Mentors' programme
under which students will be
guided in making their career

choices.
The CBDT said the charity

foundation set up by the actor
was incorporated on July 21,
2020 and has collected dona-
tions to the tune of Rs 18.94
crore from April 1, 2021 till
date.

Out of this, it said, the foun-
dation has spent around Rs 1.9
crore for various relief works
and the balance of Rs 17 crore
has been found lying
"unutilised" in its bank account.

It is seen, the statement
alleged, that funds to the tune
of Rs 2.1 crore have also been
raised by the charity foundation
from overseas donors on a
crowdfunding platform "in vio-
lation" of FCRA regulations.

It said the actor had entered
into a joint venture with the
Lucknow-located infrastruc-
ture group and "invested sub-
stantial funds", and said the tax-
man has unearthed "incrimi-
nating" evidence pertaining to
tax evasion and irregularities in
the account books.

"The search has revealed
that the said group is involved
in bogus billing of sub-con-
tracting expenses and siphon-
ing off of funds. Evidence of
such bogus contracts found so
far are to the tune of over Rs 65
crore," it said.

Evidence of unaccounted
cash expenses, unaccounted
sale of scrap and digital data
evidencing unaccounted cash

transactions has also been
found.

The infra group "has entered
into dubious circular transac-
tion to the tune of Rs 175 crore
with an infrastructure compa-
ny based in Jaipur".

"Further investigations are
being carried out to establish
the full extent of tax evasion,"
it said.

The CBDT said Rs 1.8 crore
cash has been seized during the
raids and 11 lockers have been
placed under "prohibitory
orders".

A total of 28 premises in
Mumbai, Lucknow, Kanpur,
Jaipur, Delhi, and Gurgaon are
being covered as part of the
search operation.

Continued from page 1

So far 2.14 crore doses have
been administered, of which
first dose was given to
1,54,66,557 people and sec-
ond dose to 59,47,769 people.

Record 5.27 L...

Continued from page 1

Supriyo, after joining the rul-
ing party in West Bengal, told
the media that he was very
excited about joining the TMC,
led by Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee, and that he will
work for the development of
the state. Supriyo, a two-term
MP from Asansol, had earlier
declared he will quit politics,
before being persuaded by the
BJP leadership to continue as
a Lok Sabha member. The
singer-turned-politician joined
the TMC in the presence of
party general secretary
Abhishek Banerjee and Rajya
Sabha MP and spokesperson
Derek O'Brien.

Babu Supriyo...
PNS n SANGAREDDY

In order to maintain the law
and order, District Collector
Hanumanta Rao on Saturday
announced that wine shops,
bars, toddy shops and toddy
depots in municipal areas will
remain closed on Sunday in
view of the Ganesh immersion
procession. 

These establishments will
remain closed from 6 am on
Sunday to 6 am on Monday in
Sangareddy, Sadasivapet,
Ameenpur, Zaheerabad  munic-
ipalities.  In the limits of police
stations in Narayanakhed and
Jogipet-Andole and IDA
Bollarum police station limits,
these establishments will remain
closed from 6 am on Monday
to 6 am on Wednesday.   He
warned of initiating stern action
against the bars, wine shops,
toddy shops and toddy depots if
found violating the orders. 

DC orders closure
of wine shops, bars

‘Humiliated’ Amarinder resigns;

won’t accept Sidhu as Punjab
Continued from page 1

Sidhu was made the State
Congress chief earlier this year,
despite opposition by
Amarinder Singh.

"I feel humiliated,"
Amarinder Singh told
reporters outside the Punjab
Raj Bhavan after submitting his
resignation to Governor
Banwarilal Purohit.

"I have resigned, let them
make anyone (next CM)," he
further said.

The Congress leader, how-
ever, in another interaction
with the media said he won't
accept Navjot Singh Sidhu as
the Punjab Chief Minister,
describing him as "a total dis-
aster".

The man who could not
handle one ministry, can never
run entire Punjab, he said.

Replying to a question, he
said he will never agree to
Navjot Singh Sidhu as the
next Chief Minister.

"He is a total disaster. When
he was a minister (in
Amarinder cabinet), he could
not even run one ministry,
now can he run entire Punjab?

I know that man has no capa-
bility at all," said Amarinder
Singh.

If Sidhu is made the face of
the Congress for the Punjab
polls, Singh said he will oppose
him "tooth and nail".

Earlier in the day after sub-
mitting his resignation, when
asked about his next course of
action, Singh told reporters,
"There is always an option and
I will use that option when
time comes."

"I have been in politics for
the past 52 years and I have
been a Chief Minister for nine-
and-a-half years. I will talk to
my colleagues, supporters," he
said.

He submitted his resignation
along with that of his council
of ministers, his media advis-
er said. The resignation has
been accepted by the
Governor.

Singh's resignation came
hours before a crucial meeting
of the Congress Legislature
Party (CLP) on Saturday
evening, pre-empting what
was widely being seen as a
move to remove him from the
CM's post.

In the meeting, Punjab
Congress MLAs authorised
party's national president
Sonia Gandhi to pick a new
CLP leader and in a unani-
mously passed resolution
praised Amarinder's contri-
bution for Punjab and the
Congress.

"I spoke to the Congress
president in the morning and
I told her that I am resigning
today," Amarinder Singh told
reporters.

"They called the MLAs to
Delhi twice and now con-
vened a CLP here in
Chandigarh today," he said.

"I think if there is an element
of doubt on me that I could not
run (the government) or if
there was something else, I feel
humiliated the way things have
happened," he said.

To a question on joining any
other party, he said, "Whatever
you have to say, you can say. I
can only tell you that I have
been a Chief Minister from the
Congress. And I am in the
Congress and I will consult my
colleagues and then we will
decide the future course of pol-
itics."

Continued from page 1

Out of 3,255 revoked instant
permissions, the government
successfully initiated a refund
for 1,601 eligible files as of 17
September 2021. 

It may be mentioned here
that fee is forfeited for unau-
thorized constructions.

Further, while refunding the
building permit fee, TS-bPASS
user charges are retained by
government. Should applicants
face irregularities while pro-
cessing the file, they need to
give detailed information via
email to ts-bpass-
support@telangana.gov.inn-
ment.

69% of instant
approvals on...

From ignoring KTR’s text
to investing Rs 2,400 cr...
Continued from page 1

Jacob, acknowledging the
reception they got in TS,
said: "?When we decided to
withdraw from Kerala, I got
invitation from almost all
the states and other countries
too. I am here today because
of one person, Minister KTR.
He is the first person who
called me personally and
invited me and met first
hand. The phrase "I will meet
or beat" attracted me. I asked
him what 'You're looking for
investment or employment'
to which Minister said, 'I
need employment' that shows
his commitment to people of
Telangana"

The garments major, which
had earlier announced invest-
ment of Rs 1,000 crore, decid-
ed to increase its stakes with
the Telangana government

providing several incentives
besides offering a conducive
atmosphere. 

The Government of
Telangana and the Kitex
group entered into an MoU
in the presence of Ministers
KTR, Erabelli DayakarRao
and Sabitha Indra Reddy in
Hyderabad.

As per the MoU, Kitex
group will invest about Rs
2400 crore in Telangana and
set up Integrated Fibre to
Apparel  Manufacturing
Clusters at Kakatiya Mega
Textile Park in Warangal and
at Sitarampur in Rangareddy
District.

The investment will create
direct employment for about
22,000 people, while over
18,000 people in the region
will get indirect employment,
with women being given top
priority.

Governor starts...
Continued from page 1

But now the TRS' argument is
that 17th September marks
the merger of Hyderabad state
with the Indian government.
TRS secretary general and TRS
Parliamentary Party leader K
Keshava Rao said on Friday
that there was no need for a dis-
pute over 17th September, con-
sidering it marked the merger
of the erstwhile Hyderabad
State with the Union govern-
ment. He alleged that opposi-
tion parties were raking up
unnecessary controversies. 

TRS MLC Kalvakuntla
Kavitha, daughter of the TRS
president and Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao, said some
time back that "moderate
Telangana people do not
believe in the liberation day. We
believe in the day when
Telangana State was merged
with the Indian union".

While the TRA and BJP are
disputing over 17th September,
Governor Tamilisai
Soundararajan in a tweet on

Friday said"   My heartiest
wishes to all people of
Telangana on the occasion of
"Hyderabad Vimochana
Dinam" celebrated on 17th
September. I appeal to all to cel-
ebrate Hyderabad Vimochana
Dinam and pay rich tributes to
the martyrs who made
supreme sacrifices in the free-
dom struggle."

TRS circles are shocked over
the Governor's tweet in favour
the BJP's argument.  

It is interesting to note that
just a week back Telangana BJP
leaders just met the Governor
at Raj Bhavan and submitted a
memorandum requesting her
to advise the state government
to celebrate 17th September  -
- the day of the merger of the
Hyderabad state with the
Indian union -- as Telangana
Liberation Day. 

Surprisingly, the Governor
was silent on the last two
occasions. Tamilisai
Soundararajan took charge as
the Governor of Telangana on
8th September 2019.

Bids in crores for Neeraj’s
javelin, Borgohain’s gloves
Continued from page 1

The sharp-shooting glasses
worn by Manish Narwal, who
bagged a gold medal in the
mixed 50m pistol SH1 final at
the Tokyo Paralympic Games,
received a highest bid of Rs
95.94 lakh during the afternoon,
but it was reviewed to Rs 20 lakh
at end of the day.

The shooting glasses were
presented by him to the Prime
Minister.

A badminton racket and bag
of Tokyo Olympics bronze
medallist PV Sindhu received a
bid of Rs 90.02 lakh against its
base price of Rs 80 lakh.

In this round, around 1,330

mementos are being e-auc-
tioned. The auction began on
Friday, Modi's birthday.

The javelin used by Neeraj
Chopra in the Tokyo Olympic
Games is among the items with
the highest base price at Rs 1
crore.

The lowest priced item is a
small-sized decorative elephant
for Rs 200. The proceeds from
the e-auction will go to the
Namami Gange Mission aimed
at conserving and rejuvenating
the Ganga River.

The memorabilia include
sports gear and equipment of
the medal-winning Olympians
and Paralympians, a replica of
the Ayodhya Ram Mandir,

Chardham, sculptures and
paintings among others.

The wooden model of the
Ram Mandir placed inside a
glass box has received the high-
est quoted bid of Rs 3 lakh so far.

Another interesting memen-
to which has grabbed eyeballs
is the replica of the Rudraksha
Convention Centre in Varanasi
which has got a bid of Rs 40
lakh.

Individuals and organisa-
tions can participate through
the website pmmementos.gov.in
between September 17 and
October 7.

After the auction ends, the
ministry will notify the highest
bidders through email.

PNS n HYDERABAD

Former Minister & ex-Leader
of Opposition in Telangana
Legislative Council Moham-
med Ali Shabbir on Saturday
urged the Congress cadre to
aggressively campaign across
the State, especially in the vil-
lages, to expose the failures of
the TRS Government and
bring the party back to power
in the 2023 elections.

He was addressing a meet-
ing organised by minority
leaders of the Congress party
at his residence in Jubilee
Hills on Saturday to felicitate
him on being appointed
Convener of Political Affairs
Committee of Telangana
Pradesh Congress Committee
(TPCC).

Shabbir Ali said that the
Congress party was very
strong with a huge organisa-
tional structure across

Telangana State. Stating that
Congress cadre is present in
every lane and by-lane of
Telangana State, he asked the
party workers to strengthen
their ties with the people to
understand and raise their
issues.

The Congress leader said
that the TRS party did noth-
ing for the welfare of minori-
ties. Instead, he said that Chief
Minister K Chandrasekhar
Rao made all institutions relat-
ed to minorities' welfare dys-
functional. "KCR cheated
Muslims on the promise of
12% reservation and judicial
powers to Wakf Board. TRS
leaders often talk about Shaadi
Mubarak and Minorities
Residential Schools to claim
that KCR Govt was pro-
minorities. Both the schemes
were originally launched by
the previous Congress
Government during 2006-08.

TRS Govt only renamed them
by increasing the allocations.
However, the number of ben-
eficiaries was much higher
during Congress regime com-
pared to present TRS Govt," he
said while asking the Congress
cadre to present facts and real
statistics before the people.

He said CM KCR neglect-
ed minorities in the appoint-
ment of Vice-Chancellors and
Telangana Public Service
Commission. He said nearly
80% of Muslims fall under the
BC-E category. However, no
Muslim member has been
appointed in the BC
Commission. He said all
minority bodies including
Minorities Finance
Commission, Urdu Academy
and Haj House are presently
headless. Those institutions
have no funds, no manpower,
or even a body to carry out
their activities.

‘Expose communal face of KCR’
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‘DINE-IN'
The Rs 5 Annapurna Meal Scheme is augmenting its
facilities in the city, with seating arrangements and

tables being arranged at the Annapurna Centres
across the GHMC limits. The additional facilities
come in the wake of instructions from Municipal

Administration and Urban Development Minister KT
Rama Rao. According to Urban Development Special

Chief Secretary Arvind Kumar, the Minister had
advised that 'sitting arenas should be arranged for

Annapurna centres wherever possible in the Greater
Hyderabad Municipal Corporation limits'. "About 12
locations, using adjacent public space have/ shortly
going to have these arrangements and more are in

offing,” Arvind Kumar tweeted on Saturday. 

PNS n HYDERABAD

As many as 1,714 cases of
human trafficking were regis-
tered by the government's Anti-
Human Trafficking Units in
2020 with sexual exploitation
for prostitution, forced labour
and domestic servitude being
the top reasons behind it,
according to the NCRB data.

The data also showed that
the case conviction rate of
human trafficking was 10.6
percent.

Among states, Maharashtra
and Telangana recorded the
highest number of such cases
at 184 each, followed by
Andhra Pradesh at 171, Kerala

at 166, Jharkhand at 140 and
Rajasthan at 128.

The conviction for cases of
human trafficking was record-
ed at 0 in seven states, while the
highest conviction rate of such
cases was reported from Tamil
Nadu at 66 percent followed by
Delhi at 40 percent.

The NCRB, in its report,
said it started collecting data on
human trafficking cases from
these Anti-Human Trafficking
Units (AHTU) across the
country. As per data provided
by States and Union Territories,
1,714 cases of human traffick-
ing have been registered by
AHTUs during 2020.

According to the report,

2,278 human trafficking cases
were registered in 2018 and
2,260 in 2019, respectively.
The report further said that
4,709 victims, including 2,222
below 18 years, were trafficked
across the country in 2020.

The maximum trafficking
cases were registered for sexu-
al exploitation for prostitution
at 1,466 followed by forced
labour at 1,452 and domestic
servitude at 846.

The data on cases recorded
of human trafficking have been
provided by anti-human traf-
ficking units through their
State Crime Records Bureau
and this data represents only
those cases which have been

registered by respective
AHTUs.

As per the data provided by
States/UTs, so far, 696 AHTUs

are functional and 20 states/
UTs have achieved their target
of setting up AHTUs in all dis-
tricts.

Roop Sen, founding member
of Sanjog, one of the NGOs
which is a part of the Indian
Leadership Forum Against
Trafficking, a national plat-
form by and for the survivors
of human trafficking, said the
country went into lockdown
from March 23 so for majori-
ty part of the year all trans-
portation systems, including all
major rails and buses, were
stopped and there was very
strong monitoring of inter-
state trave.

He said a question can be
asked about how the number of
trafficking cases is so large.

"...even sex workers talked
about completely dwindling

businesses, factories, brick kilns
were non-functional so by that
logic there would have been no
demand of trafficked labour in
that period," he said.

Jyoti Mathur, executive
director, Kailash Satyarthi
Children's Foundation, said
the number of children rescued
since the beginning of the
lockdown by their sister organ-
isation, the Bachpan Bachao
Andolan, is substantially high-
er than the number of children
rescued during the same peri-
od in 2019.

According to the NCRB
data, the conviction rate in
human trafficking cases in
2020 was 10.6 percent.

TS, AP among top 3 states in human trafficking cases

Devotees all set to bid adieu to Ganapati Bappa
PNS n HYDERABAD

The Balapur Ganesh idol will
be taken for immersion via the
new Road under Bridge (RuB)
at Falaknuma.

The authorities of Greater
Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation (GHMC) along
with the railways had taken up
remodeling works on the old
bridge in the last six months.
"The works on the old bridge
are nearly completed. The
organisers sought permission
for using the bridge for taking
the Ganesh idol, following
which senior officials visited
and after inspection, agreed to
allow it for use on Sunday," a
senior GHMC official said.

After the idols pass, the RuB

will again be closed for the
traffic as BT roads are to be
laid. "After a couple of weeks,
we will open it for traffic," the
official said, adding that works
on another parallel bridge
were also in progress.

All eyes on Balapur laddu 

After a gap of one year, the

famous Balapur Ganesh laddu
will be up for grabs through an
auction this year. The Balapur
Ganesh Utsav Samithi, which
organised Ganesh festivities on
a low key due to the Covid-19
pandemic last year, has now
decided to conduct the auc-
tion of 21-kg laddu on the last
day of the festivities.

Last year, the Samithi did
not organise the annual auc-
tion of the popular laddu due
to the pandemic and instead,
presented it to Chief Minister
K Chandrashekhar Rao. In the
last auction held in 2019,
Balapur resident Kolan Ram
Reddy successfully bid for the
laddu for a whopping Rs 17.60
lakh.

The history of auctioning of
the Balapur Ganesh laddu
dates back to 1994, when it
was successfully bid by Kolan
Mohan Reddy for Rs 450.
Since then, the tradition of
auctioning the laddu has con-
tinued. Bidders believe that
successfully bidding for the
laddu will bring them health,
wealth and prosperity.
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The Hyderabad City Police,
in order to ensure a smooth
Ganesh immersion on
Sunday, will impose traffic
restrictions throughout the
procession route.  

The restrictions will be in
place from Saturday night
and continue till Monday
morning hours till culmina-
tion of the procession. 

The police will monitor the
traffic with the help of Google
Maps to avoid traffic snarls.
Vehicles other than those
carrying Ganesh idols will be
diverted at several points in
addition to the main proces-
sion route. The police have
issued colour coded stickers
based on which the route to
be taken for the vehicles car-
rying the idols was decided
earlier. 

The traffic police advised
commuters to take alternate
routes to avoid traffic con-
gestion. City buses and those
bound for districts will ply on
certain routes or will be
diverted.  

PNS n HYDERABAD

In order to clear extra rush of
passengers during Ganesh idol
immersion, the SCR has
announced restoration of eight
MMTS services between vari-
ous destinations in the city on
19 and 20 September. 

Train No GSH-1
Secunderabad-Hyderabad
MMTS special will depart at
23:30 hrs on 19 September and
arrive at 00:05 hrs of 20
September. Train No GSH-2
Hyderabad - Lingampalli spe-
cial will depart at 00: 30 hrs on
20 September and arrive at
01:20 hrs on the same day.
Train No GSH-3 Lingampalli -
Hyderabad special will depart
at 01:50 hrs on 20 September
and arrive at 02:40 hrs on the
same day. Train No GSH-4
Hyderabad - Secunderabad
special will depart at 03:30 hrs
on 20 September and arrive at
04:00 hrs on the same day.
Train No GHL-5 Hyderabad -
Lingampalli special will depart
at 23:00 hrs on 19 September

and arrive at 23:50 hrs on the
same day. 

Train No GLF-6 Lingampalli
- Falaknuma special will depart
at 00:10 hrs on 20 September
and arrive at 01:50 hrs on the
same day. Train No GFS-7
Falaknuma - Secunderabad
special will depart at 02:20 hrs
on 20 September and arrive at
03:00 hrs on the same day.
Train No GSH-8
Secunderabad-Hyderabad spe-
cial will depart at 04:00 hrs on
20 September and arrive at
04:40 hrs on the same day.

F
or facilitating safe travel of
commuters on the Ganesh
Nimajjan day, Metro trains

will be operated till late in the
night in all the three corridors on
Sunday. The last Metro trains
will leave at 1 am of September
20 from the originating stations
in all directions and reach their
respective destination stations at
the other end by about 2 am.
“For everyone's safety,
passengers are advised to
strictly follow the Covid safety
guidelines including social
distancing, wearing of face
masks, regular hand sanitisation
and thermal screening, among
others," said L&T Metro Rail
Hyderabad Limited
spokesperson.

Falaknuma RuB to make way for Balapur Ganesh

City cops issue
traffic advisory 

HMWSSB

H
yderabad Metropolitan
Water Supply and
Sewerage Board

(HMWSSB) Managing Director
Dana Kishore on Saturday
inspected the water stalls set
up by the board for the benefit
of the devotees taking part in
the Ganesh idols immersion
processions on September 21.
The HMWSSB has set up 119
water stalls across the city and
made available 30.72 lakh
water sachets to quench the
thirst of the devotees, he said
adding that the water stalls

have been located all along the
route of the immersion
procession. Besides water
sachets, arrangements will be
made to provide water in
drums at vantage points for
the benefit of the devotees, he
said. Moreover, the HMWSSB
has been supplying drinking
water free of cost to the poor
feeding programmes arranged
across the city by the Ganesh
pandal organisers, he said. 
The quality assurance teams of
the board will test the water
quality from time to time and

ensure that the chlorine levels
in the water are in adequate
quantities, he said. 
He asked the HMWSSB
officials to ensure that there
were no water leakages,
overflow of sewers all along
the route of the Ganesh Sobha
Yatra and told them to remain
alert in this regard. He told
them to inspect the lids on the
sewers in areas through which
the Sobha Yatra passes
through and take steps to
repair them if they are not in
order. 

119 stalls, 30L water sachets 
to quench thirst of devotees 

DAVE BENNETT SILVERY 

n HYDERABAD

Devotees, pandal organisers
and government departments
and are gearing themselves up
for the massive Ganesha
immersion procession on
Sunday, after a break last
year due to the pandemic.

The GHMC, along with
the HMWSSB, HMDA,
police, electricity, tourism,
fire and road and buildings
departments, have put in
place personnel and machin-
ery to ensure that the pro-
cession passes off smoothly.

Officials of the Telangana
Police in the city are showing
out in full force with 27,000
police officers being deployed
in the Hyderabad Police
Commissionerate and 6,500
officers in the Cyberabad
commissionerate. 

In Cyberabad, a total of
8,434 idols were installed,
with 2,001 in Madhapur zone,
3,379 in Balanagar zone and
3,054 in the Shamshabad.

With 2,787 idols being
immersed on the final day,
1,054 are to be immersed in
IDL Tank, Kukatpally. 620
idols will be immersed in
Hussain Sagar, Tank Bund
lake of which 218 are from
Rajendranagar and 141 from
Sanathnagar. There are a total
of 35 important lakes in
Cyberabad in which 23 are in
GHMC limits, 3 are in the
Medchal Collectorate and 9
are in the Ranga Reddy, for
which 36 static and 54 mobile
cranes are deployed.

Officials said that anti-
sabotage checks shall be
organized to sterilise the route
of the procession and side
lanes leading to the route,
adding that drones would
not be permitted in the
Cyberabad commissionerate
as a safety precaution.
Officials said that all the
lakes are being monitored by
CCTV surveillance and
police are always on the look-
out for anti-social elements.
The police commissioners
also said that SHE teams will
be on the ground during the
immersion time and keep a
watch for harassers. 
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As an added precaution, all the
liquor outlets in the
Rachakonda Police
Commissionerate limits will be

closed in view of the Ganesh
idol immersion on Sunday,
said a release by the
Commissioner's office. 

As per a notification issued
by Rachakonda Police

Commissioner Mahesh M
Bhagwat on Saturday, in the
interest of public peace and
tranquility, all the toddy and
wine shops will remain closed
from 6 am on Sunday till 6 pm

on Monday.
The Rachakonda Police

Commissioner said that any
establishment found violating
the order, will be dealt with
strict legal action.

Liquor outlets to remain closed on Sunday Railways to operate 8
MMTS special trains 

Hyd Metro Rail 
to run till 1 am
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Acting on directions from top
officials of the irrigation depart-
ment, the gates of the Himayat
Sagar, were closed down at 2
pm on Saturday as the inflows
into the dam dwindled. 

Two gates of the project
were lifted on August 31 and
two more were lifted on
September 1 to let out 2100
cusecs of flood water into River
Musi as the project received
heavy inflows following con-
tinuous down pour recently. 

The authorities closed down
one gate after the other as the
inflows receded into the dam.
On Saturday, the last gate was
also closed down even as the
water level in the reservoir
measure at 1762.55 feet.  This
year, the dam's gates have been

lifted twice to let out the flood
waters. For the first time, the
gates were lifted on July 20 this
year and were closed down on
July 26.  For the second time,
the gates were lifted on August
31 and closed down on
September 18. 
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The Meerpet Police appre-
hend two persons, including
a minor, involved in a chain
snatching offence and recov-
ered 15 grams of gold orna-
ments from their possession
on Saturday.     

The arrested person has
been identified as
Shanmugam Gowtham, 19, a
medicine delivery boy from
Saidabad and a child in con-
flict with the law (CCL). 

The police received a com-
plaint from a 70-year-old
victim, who said that while
she was walking at Sai Nagar
of Meerpet, two unknown
persons came on a bike, the
pillion rider got down from
the bike and snatched her
chain from her neck and the
duo then fled from the scene.
The Meerpet Police registered
a case and nabbed the
accused persons.
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A 20-year-old engineering
student committed suicide by
hanging herself in her hostel
room at Maisammaguda at
Petbasheerabad late on Friday
night. Officials suspect that
the victim was depressed,
leading her to take the
extreme step. 

The victim was identified
as K Madhavi, a native of
Jangaon, she was staying in a
hostel at Maisammaguda and
was in her third year of engi-
neering at a private college.

Madhavi was found hang-
ing in her hostel room, from
the ceiling fan. Officials said
no suicide note was found at
the spot and that her family
members also said she had no
problems. However, the
police said that a few of her
friends noticed that she was
not herself during the last few
days and was downcast. The
Petbasheerabad Police regis-
tered a case of suspicious
death and are investigating
the incident. The body was
shifted to the Gandhi
Hospital morgue for autopsy.
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State Governor Dr Tamilisai
Soundararajan has called for
the improved healthcare infra-
structure in primary health
centres to offer timely and bet-
ter treatment to the snakebite
victims.

She said that timely treat-
ment and the availability of
anti-venom injections, and
trained medical staff at the
PHCs will help save the lives
of the snakebite victims.

The Governor was address-
ing the National Snakebite
Awareness Summit, organ-

ised in a virtual mode by the
Integrated Health and
Wellbeing Council, New
Delhi, from the Raj Bhavan,
here, on Saturday.

She expressed concern that
our country was registering an
alarming number of deaths
due to the snakebite.

"Most of the deaths are pre-
ventable with greater aware-
ness and improved and acces-
sible healthcare," she added.

The Governor suggested
the establishment of dialysis
centre to offer the immediate
treatment to those with the
renal failure.

PNS n HYDERABAD

A newborn baby girl was
found abandoned at a tem-
porary shed on the roadside
in Rein Bazaar here on
Saturday. Police suspect her
parents abandoned her soon
after birth.

The local residents, who
heard the baby crying,
checked the shed and found
her wrapped in a cloth. They
alerted cops, who reached the
spot immediately and shifted
her to a nearby private hos-
pital, from where she was
later shifted to Niloufer
Hospital for better treatment.

Himayat Sagar gates shut as inflows ebb 

PNS n HYDERABAD

The Jawahar Nagar Police on
Saturday, arrested a man on
charges of killing a woman,
whose body was found with
the face mutilated. 

The arrested person has
been identified as Patinti
Anjappa, 43, a resident of
Bhajarang Colony in Kapra.
The deceased person, Pyatala
Sujatha, 35, was a neighbour of
the murderer, said the police.  

The woman was initially
reported missing by her hus-
band. The police registered a
missing person's case and were

investigating when the dead
body of the missing woman
was found in the forest area
behind Vikalangula Colony
with a severe head injury. The
police then altered the case to
a murder case and began an
investigation. 

While verifying CCTV
footage, police noticed Anjappa
and Sujatha moving closely.
While all suspicion pointed at
him, police apprehended him
at his residence and brought
him to police station. During
interrogation, he confessed to
the crime.  Police learnt that
Anjappa wanted to have an

affair with Sujatha but was
however rejected many times.
When Sujatha wanted a loan of
Rs 5,000, Anjappa took her
behind Vikalangula Colony
claiming that he would give her
the money there. However,
once they reached there,
Anjappa tried to take advantage
of Sujatha and rape her. When
Sujatha rejected his advances,
he bore a grudge and blud-
geoned her to death using a
granite stone, after which, he
fled the scene.  

The police produced the
accused before a court for
judicial remand.

Man held for woman’s murder

TS Guv calls for improved
healthcare infrastructure 

BTech student 
found hanging

Cops arrest two 
chain snatchers 

Newborn baby 
girl abandoned 
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PNS n WANAPARTHI

Chief Electoral officer
Shashank Goel has directed
district officials to clear the
applications received under
Form-6 for issue of the photo
identity card as early as possi-
ble after booth level officials
subjecting them to scrutiny. 

Reviewing the Special
Summer Revision-22 progress
with the district collector
through video conference held
from Hyderabad on Saturday,
the CEO asked the officials to
make changes in the photo
identity card if any and remove
the names of the dead from the
enrolment list. 

Asking the Collector to
inspect the EVM godowns
from time to time, he told him
to take steps to shift the EVMs
to the newly built godowns. If
the construction of godowns is
not yet over, he asked them to
ensure that their construction
is completed at the earliest. 

He also asked the district col-
lector to undertake voter
awareness programmes.
Collector P Udav Kumar told
the CEO that over 1757 appli-
cations for the issue of photo
identity card are still pending
and the pendency will be
cleared in a week. 

He asked the RDOs to clear
the applications received so
far under Form-6 within a

week. He enquired the Booth
Level Officers whether the
funds given to them have been
put to good use or not. 

He asked them to scrutiny
the applications received under
form-6, 6A and 7 immediate-
ly.  He asked the district elec-
toral officer to take steps to
conduct Systematic Voters'
Education and Electoral
Participation activities in the
district. 

PNS n WANAPARTHI

District Collector Shaik
Yasmin Basha has called upon
all youth who are above 18
years of age to take Covid-19
vaccination without any
doubts or fear. 

She paid a surprise visit to
the CVCs at Munnanur in
Gopalpet mandal and
Balanagar and surrounding
areas in the town on Saturday.

The vaccination centres are
located in all villages and asked
the youth to come to the cen-
tres to get themselves vaccinat-
ed. She asked the sarpanches,
officials, medical and health
staff and ASHA workers to
undertake door-to-door visit
and sensitise people to get

themselves vaccinated as it is
harmless.

The vaccine would have no
side effects, she said but asked
the medical and health staff to
keep ready fever tables.

She asked the authorities to
post the progress from time to
time online. She wanted them
to ensure that 100 per cent vac-
cination is achieved in two
days.

PNS n MEDAK

District Collector Dr S
Harish said awareness camps
should be conducted on the
importance of voting to those
who crossed 18 years of age in
the district so that they would
show more interest in
enrolling themselves as voters.
Participating in the video-
conference conducted by the
State Election Commissioner
Shashank Goyal on the
Voters' List of 2022 on
Saturday, he said that it was
important that the youth,
especially students, should
get themselves enrolled in

large numbers and participate
in voting to make democra-
cy successful.  

He said that electoral liter-
acy clubs should be setup in
schools and colleges and
every voter should exercise
his franchise by following

the election guidelines with-
out fail.

Collector Harish said that
the Election Commission of
India has printed a booklet
“Come let us vote” and also
published its Telugu version
“Voteddam Randi”. 

DC urges youth to get vaccinated 

Conduct awareness camps on
voting, says district Collector

‘Make voters' list error-free’   
PNS n MULUG

State Election Commissio ner
Shashank Goyal told the
District Collectors to sort
out the pending issues regard-
ing the 2022 voters' enroll-
ment and also those pertain-

ing to EPIC cards and swipe
cards. Addressing the collec-
tors and district election offi-
cers through a video-confer-
ence from the Collectorate in
Mulug on Saturday, he direct-
ed them to ensure that the
voters' list was error-free. 

CEO asks collectors to 
issue voter ID cards quickly PNS n HYDERABAD

Civil Supplies Minister
Gangula Kamalakar said that
the Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao has been
extending his support to the
Munnurukapus. 

He said that the state gov-
ernment allocated 5 acres of
costly land at Kokapet besides
allocating Rs.5 crore for the
construction of
Munnurukapus Atma Gourava
Building. He said that the gov-
ernment has already allocated
one acre land and Rs.1 crore
for the Atma Gourava Building
for Munnurukapus in
Huzurabad.  Gangula said that
he is feeling proud for repre-
senting Munnurukapus. He
assured Munnurukapus stating
that he will extend full support
to the Munnuru Kapus and
solve any problem.

While participating in
Munnuru Kapus Athmeeya

Sammelan at Kamalapur in
Huzurabad constituency on
Saturday, Gangula said that the
KCR government was giving
top priority for the welfare of
Munnurukapus. The govern-
ment will provide every ben-
efit supposed to reach
Munnuru Kapus. He said that
the government will prepare
plans to construct Atma
Gourava Buildings in every
mandal in Huzurabad con-
stituency. The government will
complete the construction of
these buildings, he said, alleg-
ing that no Prime Minister or

Chief Minister in the past
cared about Munnuru Kapus.
He said that the Chief Minister
is the person who has the heart
to provide any amount of
funds for the development of
Munnuru Kapus. Gangula,
who is a Munnurukapu, said
that KCR gave him an impor-
tant portfolio.

Gangula said that the TRS
government has been spending
thousands of crores of funds
for the sake of BCs including
Munnurukapus in regard to
residential schools, welfare
hostels, fees reimbursement,
overseas scholarships, Kalyana
Laxmi and other schemes. He
assured that the TRS govern-
ment is committed to the
development of Munnurub
kapus in Huzurabad. He said
that as a Munnurukapu he will
strive hard for the interests of
Munnuru bnkapus communi-
ty and to benefit Munnuru
Kapus.

KCR extending full support
to Munnuru Kapus: Gangula 

PNS n MAHABUBNAGAR

District Collector S Venkat
Rao directed the officials con-
cerned to take appropriate
steps and ensure cent per cent
vaccination in district without
fail in the special 'Covid-19
Vaccination' drive which
would be conducted for the
next 15 days. On Saturday, he
inspected the Covid vaccina-
tion centre, setup in the 25th
municipal ward in Jadcherla
Town to know about the facil-
ities there. While the target
was to give vaccination to 100
people daily, the officials told
the Collector that vaccina-
tion was given to 83 people.
He told them to ensure that
there was 100 percent vaccina-
tion in all the 27 municipal
wards in the district.  

The Collector instructed
them to organise awareness

camps and dispel doubts
among the people regarding
vaccination. They should also
involve the elected representa-
tives and municipal coun-
cilors in this programme. All
those who crossed 18 years of
age should be vaccinated with-
out fail, he added.      

The District Collector also
directed the Municipal
Commissioner to plant huge
and small saplings near the
Mahbubnagar-Jadcherla
Highway to beautify it.     

District Collector inspects
Covid vaccination centres   

PNS n HYDERABAD

The Twitter war has been
continuing between the TRS
working president and IT
Minister KT Rama Rao and
Congress leaders. 

On Saturday too, KTR
tweeted saying "What about
Supari AICC in-charges who
sells the post of PCC Chief?
Am not saying this; your own
colleague INC MP has said it
on record. Have some shame
when you comment on jour-
nalists and their professional
etiquette". KTR posted the
news item which has a head-
line of Komatir-eddy:
Manickam Tagore sold TPCC
Chief 's post.Reacting to KTR's
tweet, Telangana Congress
Affairs in-charge Manickam
Tagore tweeted saying
"Dear@KTRTRS if you accept
my party MP colleague's
angry words one day will you
accept that your father KCR is
the "Biggest Traitor?".

PNS n PEDDAPALL

Ramagundam Commissioner
of Police S Chandrasekhar
Reddy said that all major safe-
ty precautionary steps have
been taken to ensure that the
'Ganesh Nimmajana Shobha
Yatra'  passes off peacefully in
Pedapalli  town and
Mancheriyal district.
Arrangements have been
made fully in this regard and
people can happily take part in
the procession without any
fear, he added. 

Speaking to the media here
on Saturday, the Police
Commissioner cautioned the
people not to be carried away
by rumours spread by mis-
chievous anti-social elements.
They can get information at
their nearest police station, if
necessary. He also warned
them not to believe false news

being spread in the social
media.  He said that there
would be traffic diversions
during the immersion of
Ganesh idols. 

Chandrasekhar Reddy
advised the people not to
drive vehicles after consuming
liquor. Wine shops would be
closed. He warned that strin-
gent action would be taken
against those who drive vehi-

cles carrying Ganesh idols. He
said the devotees should not
burn fire crackers and play DJs
during the immersion ceremo-
ny.  The procession would be
taken out under strict surveil-
lance of CC cameras, he
added.  Furthermore, the
police commissioner also
advised the organisers to keep
the Ganesh pandals in good
condition. 

PNS n KHAMMAM

District Collector VP Gautam
and Police Commissioner
Vishnu S Warrier inspected
the arrangements that were
being made for the immer-
sion of the idols of Lord
Ganesha at the Kalvavoddu
near Munneru. 

Later, they made some
suggestions to the police-
men and officials of the
Revenue and Municipal
departments regarding the
precautionary measures that
should be taken. 

The District Collector
directed the officials con-
cerned to take appropriate
steps and ensure that no
untoward incident takes place
on the day of immersions. 

He said that the Ganesh
idols should be immersions
in the officially recognised
ghats at Munneru.           

PNS n PATANCHERU

Patancheru MLA Gudem
Mahipal Reddy said that a
model market would be con-
structed in Kardhanur village
within the Patancheru man-
dal at a cost of Rs 50 lakh.
Inaugurating a 'Swachh-Hee
Seva-2021' programme at the

monkeys feeding centre in
Kardhanur , he said that the
model market would be very
useful to the future genera-
tions.He laid the foundation
for the market construction
works.  

Mahipal Reddy said that
the State government wants
to setup more markets basing

on the needs of the expand-
ing population. For this,
mini-markets were also being
setup, he added.   He said that
Chief  Minister  K
Chandrasekhar Rao was also
concerned about the welfare
of monkeys and he setup
several feeding centres with
fruits and flowers for them. It

reflected the chief minister's
vision and kindness for ani-
mals, he added.     

The MLA said that politics
would not come in the way
for implementing social wel-
fare programmes. He lauded
the government for taking up
several development works in
the villages. 

DC, CP  inspect
immersion ghats

All steps in place for Ganesh
immersion, says police chief

Rs 50 lakh model market to be set up at Kardhanur

Twitter war

continues between

KTR and Cong



PNS n NEW DELHI

The government has brought
out regulations to ease inter-cou-
ntry adoptions under the Hindu
Adoptions and Maintenance Act
(HAMA). According to the Ad-
option (Amendment) Regulat-
ions 2021, families adopting un-
der the Act can receive a NOC
from the government's nodal
adoption body Central Adoption
Resource Authority (CARA) to
take the child abroad.

Until now, the NOC was
issued only by a court.

Till now, there were no regu-
lations for CARA regarding inter-
country adoptions under
HAMA, which covers Hindus,
Sikhs, Buddhists and Jains. The
Act deals with the rules for

adopting children as it gives an
adopted child all the rights
enjoyed by a biological child.

In a notification issued late on
Friday, the Women and Child
Development Ministry said
CARA shall issue a no-objection
certificate for Hague-ratified
countries.

CARA will issue the NOC
based upon a verification certifi-
cate from the district magistrate
of the respective region. 

In cases of countries outside
the Hague Adoption Convention
in respect of inter-country adop-
tions, a letter accepting the adop-
tion from the government depa-
rtment concerned of the receiv-
ing country shall be sought by
CARA in order to issue the final
support letter by the agency. 
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A
n air show will be held here on
September 26 where IAF's skydiv-

ing team Akash Ganga and
Suryakiran Aerobatic and Display
Team and paramotor flying will
maneuver the skies over the famous
Dal Lake, officials said on Saturday.
The air show will be organised by the
Air Force Station Srinagar and the
Jammu and Kashmir administration

as part of the ongoing celebrations commemorating 'Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav', they said. The main aim of the exercise -- under the theme
'Give Wings to Your Dream' -- is to motivate the youth of the valley to
join the Indian Air Force (IAF) and to promote tourism in the region, the
officials said. The event will be flagged off Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha at the Sher-e-Kashmir International Conference Centre (SKICC)
overlooking the Dal Lake. More than 3,000 college and school students
are expected to participate in the programme to witness the impressive
maneuvers of the IAF, which will motivate them to dream about a career
in the force and in the aviation sector, the officials said.

IAF to hold air show over
Srinagar's Dal Lake on Sep 26

T
he Central Board of
Secondary Education will

conduct the Central Teacher
Eligibility Test (CTET)
between December 16 and
January 13, it said in a
statement. The test will be
conducted in 20 languages
throughout the country in
computer based test mode,
the board said. The

information bulletin containing details of the examination, syllabus,
languages, eligibility criteria, examination fee, examination cities and
important dates will be available on the CTET's website
https://ctet.nic.in from September 20, according to the Central Board
of Secondary Education (CBSE). Candidates have to apply online
only through the CTET website. The online application-process will
be start on September 20 and end on October 19. The fee can be
paid up to October 20 before 3.30 pm.

Central Teacher Eligibility
Test between Dec 16-Jan 13

D
elhi University officials
will be holding a series

of meetings with college
principals to finalise the
cut-off schedule that is
likely to be released by
next week, officials said
on Saturday. The universi-
ty plans to release its first
cut-off on October 1 to
accommodate students
who are appearing for

improvement or compartment exams, they added. Professor Rajeev
Gupta, chairman of the university's admission committee said, "We
will finalise the cut-off schedule very soon. October 1 is a tentative
date for the first cut-off. We plan to release the cut-off on that day.
We will be holding meetings with college principals and nodal offi-
cers to finalise the schedule." He said they plan to release a cut-off
schedule for at least five cut-offs by next week.

Delhi University UG cut-off
schedule likely by next week

S
even girls aged
between 12 and 20

years drowned in a pond
at a village in Jharkhand's
Latehar district on
Saturday, officials said.  
The tragedy occurred at
Bukru village within
Balumath police station
limits when the girls had
gone to the pond for
immersion after Karma
Puja, a major festival in

Jharkhand, Deputy Commissioner Abu Imran said. Rescue teams
were rushed to the scene. Some people were also injured and three
of them were hospitalised. The Deputy Development Commissioner
of the district has been asked to hold an inquiry, Imran said. Karma
is a major festival in Jharkhand related to worship of mother nature. 

7 girls drown during ‘Karma
Puja' immersion in Jharkhand 

INDIA CORNER

PNS n BENGALURU

Chief Justice of India N V Ramana
on Saturday said Indianisation of
the country's legal system is the
need of the hour and it is crucial
to make the justice delivery sys-
tem more accessible and effective.

He said Courts need to be lit-
igant-centric, and the simplifica-
tion of justice delivery should be
the pressing concern.

"Very often our justice delivery
poses many barriers for the com-
mon people. The working and the
style of courts do not sit well with
the complexities of India. Our sys-
tems, practice, rules being colonial
in origin, it may not be best suit-
ed to the needs of the Indian pop-
ulation," Justice Ramana said.

Speaking at an event organised

here to pay tributes to late
Supreme Court judge Justice
Mohan M Shantanagoudar, he
said the need of the hour is the
"Indianisation of our legal system."

"When I say Indianisation, I
mean the need to adapt to the
practical realities of our society
and to localise our justice deliv-
ery system. For example, parties
from a rural place fighting a
family dispute are usually made to
feel out of place in the court; they
do not understand arguments or
pleadings which are mostly in
English, a language alien to them,"
he added.

Further noting that these days
judgments have become lengthy,
the Chief Justice said it further
complicates the position of the lit-
igants.

"For parties to understand the
implication of the judgment they
are forced to spend more money.
Courts need to be litigant-centric
as they are the ultimate beneficia-
ries. The simplification of justice
delivery should be our pressing
concern. It is crucial to make jus-
tice delivery more transparent,
accessible and effective," he said.

Justice Ramana said proce-
dural barriers often undermine
access to justice.

"A common man while
approaching the court should
not feel scared of judges and the
courts; he should be able to speak
the truth. It is the duty of lawyers
and judges to create an environ-
ment which is comforting for lit-
igants and other stakeholders," he
said.

"We must not forget that the
focal point of any justice system
is the litigant, the justice seeker,"
he said, adding that "usage of alter-
native dispute mechanisms such
as mediation and conciliation
would go a long way in reducing

the friction between parties and
would save resources. It also
reduces the pendency and
requirement of having lengthy
arguments and judgments."

Remembering Justice Shant-
anagoudar who died on April 25
at a private hospital in Gurugram,
where he was admitted due to a
lung infection, at the age of 62, as
an "extraordinary judge", the
Chief Justice said these are the top-
ics he used to discuss with him
everyday.

Expressing "deep gratitude" to
Shantanagoudar's  contribution to
Indian Judiciary and the country's
jurisprudence and for his friend-
ship, the Chief Justice said, "in los-
ing him the country has lost a
common man's Judge.

I have personally lost a most

cherished friend and a valuable
colleague."

Justice S Abdul Nazeer, Justice
A S Bopanna, Justice Abhay Shr-
eeniwas Oka, Justice BV Nagara-
thna, Acting Chief Justice of Ka-
rnataka High Court Satish Cha-
ndra Sharma, Chief Minister Ba-
savaraj Bommai, Law Minister J
C Madhuswamy, several present
and former judges of Supreme
Court and High Court, office-be-
arers and members of Bar Cou-
ncil, among others, were present.

Late Justice Shantanagoudar's
family was also present at the
event.

Recalling his long association
with him since a young age,
Chief Minister Bommai said
Shantanagoudar was a down to
earth personality. 

Indianisation of our legal system is need of the hour: CJI  

PNS n PANAJI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Saturday said he was humbled
as over 2.50 crore COVID-19 vac-
cine doses were administered in
the country on his 71st birthday,
and called it an emotional and
unforgettable moment.  

Without naming any party,
Modi also said the overwhelming
response in the country to the
vaccination drive on his birthday
on September 17 made a politi-
cal party experience fever, and
react during midnight.

Modi was interacting with
healthcare workers and vaccina-
tion beneficiaries in Goa via
video link to mark the first dose
vaccination to the entire eligible
population in the state.

“I want to speak my maan ki
baat. So many birthdays came and
went. I kept away from celebrat-
ing them. But in my entire life,
yesterday was an  emotional day,”
he said.

He said people from medical
fraternity are associated with the
vaccination programme for the
last one and a half year, but the
record created yesterday is a big
thing as over 2.5 crore people
received the jab.

“One dose will save one life,” he
added.

He said the country was glued
to the CoWin dashboard yester-
day as every hour more than 15
lakh vaccines were given, which
means 26,000 jabs every minute
and 415 every second.

“More than one lakh vaccina-
tion centres were involved in the

mission,” Modi said. The coun-
try's vaccination network and
skilled manpower reflects in this
capability, he added.

Modi said that on his birthday,
he had called an elderly friend,
who asked him about his age. “I
told him, there are 30 more years
remaining,” he said.

Modi said that states having a
large tourist footfall like Goa,
Himachal Pradesh, and Sikkim
were given importance in the vac-
cination programme so that the
tourism sector opens up.

It is important that our tourism
sector opens up and a state like
Goa attains an important position
in reviving the tourism sector of
the country, he said.

“When everyone from the
hotel industry, taxi drivers, ven-
dors and shopkeepers are vacci-
nated, people will feel safe to trav-
el that destination,” he said.

“Goa is among the internation-
al tourist destinations where
everyone is vaccinated,” he added.

He said the spread of the virus

has been reduced but people
should not take things lightly. “We
should give importance to
COVID-19 protocol as much as
to vaccination,” he said.

Modi said the Central govern-
ment has taken up steps to
encourage international tourism
by offering sops like free visa for
the first five lakh  arrivals, Rs 10
lakh loan for hospitality sector
companies and Rs one lakh loan
for tourist guides.

During the interaction, Modi
recalled former Goa chief minis-
ter Manohar Parrikar. “Had he
been alive, he would have been
proud of the achievement of the
state,” Modi said. Parrikar's lega-
cy of progress has been success-
fully taken forward by Chief
Minister Pramod Sawant, he
added.

Modi interacted with a doctor,
nurse, a senior citizen and a
social worker on issues like over-
coming vaccine hesitancy and
logistics involved in transporta-
tion of the doses. 

PM says birthday was emotional
for him after 2.5 cr vaccinations

PNS n NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
should celebrate his birthday
every day as some BJP-ruled
states "performed" on the day
and vaccinated many times the
daily average, the Congress
said on Saturday. The party
took a dig at Modi a day after
India achieved the highest
record of 2.5 crore COVID-19
vaccinations on a single day.
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
said this is the pace of
vaccination the country needs.
"Looking forward to many
more days of 2.1 crore
vaccinations. This pace is what
our country needs," he tweeted.
Party leader P Chidambaram
said he was happy and grateful
that 2.5 crore vaccinations
were administered on Friday.
"But why did we have to wait
until the PM's birthday," he
asked.  Suppose the prime
minister's birthday was on
December 31, would the 2.5
crore vaccinations have been
done only on the last day of the
year, Chidambaram also asked.
"Vaccination is not like cutting a
cake on a birthday. Vaccination
is a programme, it is a process.
It has to be accelerated every
day, not scale a peak on a

birthday," he said on Twitter.
"BJP ruled states -- UP, MP,
Gujarat and Karnataka --
'perform' on the PM's birthday
and vaccinate many times the
daily average. On other days,
they are 'non-performing'
states.  "I wish the PM
celebrated his birthday every
day," the former Union finance
minister added.  In another
tweet, he said, one-third of the
adult population was yet to
receive its first dose and only
21 per cent had been fully
vaccinated. Prime Minister
Modi, in a swipe at the
opposition, on Saturday said
there is talk of fever as a
vaccine side-effect, but a
political party experienced fever
after 2.5 crore vaccines were
administered on his birthday. 

Wish PM Modi celebrated
his birthday everyday: Cong Govt frames adoption

rules under HAMA 
PNS n NEW DELHI

Nearly 740 km of metro lines
are at present operational in
various cities in India and the
network span is steadily
scheduled to rise to about 900
km by 2022, Union Housing
and Urban Affairs Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri said on
Saturday.

He was speaking after
inaugurating the nearly 1-km
Najafgarh-Dhansa Bus Stand
corridor, an extension of the
Grey Line of the Delhi Metro,
via a video-conference link.

"Nearly 740 km or so of
metro lines are operational in
various cities in India and the
network span is "steadily
scheduled to rise" to about
900 km by 2022," the minis-
ter said.  

Besides, another 1,000 km
metro lines are under con-
struction in various cities in
the country, so the total span
will be close to 2,000 km in
the coming years, he said.

Puri lauded the Delhi
Metro for its various accom-
plishments despite the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Metro network
in India to
reach 900 km
by 2022: Puri

Raj Kundra claims there is no
evidence against him, seeks bail PNS n NEW DELHI

The Chanakyapuri district
administration has ordered the
closure of Gurudwara Bangla
Sahib here for alleged violation of
COVID-19 norms, prompting
outgoing Delhi Sikh Gurudwara
Management Committee presi-
dent Manjinder Singh Sirsa to
demand action against the offi-
cials concerned.

The order by the
Chanakyapuri sub divisional
magistrate (SDM) was issued on
September 16. The order stated
that a report submitted by exec-
utive magistrate (Chanakyapuri)
found that the management of
Bangla Sahib Gurudwara
“allowed visitors/prayers inside
the Gurudwara" in violation of

DDMA directions. The order
asked the management of Bangla
Sahib Gurudwara, one of the
most prominent Sikh shrines in
the national capital, to be closed
for visitors with immediate effect.

The Delhi Disaster
Management Authority (DDMA)
had earlier ordered reopening of
religious places, but visitors were

not allowed to prevent the spread
of the novel coronavirus infection.

Meanwhile, SAD leader and
outgoing Delhi Sikh Gurudwara
Management Committee
(DSGMC) chief Manjinder Singh
Sirsa fumed at the Chanakyapuri
SDM order and demanded action
from Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal against the district offi-
cials.

In a video message on Twitter,
he said, "Cheap action by SDM
Chanakyapuri by passing this
order to close Gurdwara Sri
Bangla Sahib for Covid
Violations! We condemn this
sick mentality of Delhi Govt &
demand @ArvindKejriwal Ji to
take strictest action against con-
cerned DC & SDM Geeta
Grover.”

Gurudwara Bangla Sahib asked to
close over violation of Covid norms 

PNS n JAMMU

The Army is fully prepared to meet
any challenge, like the use of
drones and social media, by adver-
saries to safeguard the country,
Commandant of Chennai-based
Officers Training Academy (OTA)
Lieutenant General M K Das said
on Saturday.

Lt Gen Das, who is also the
colonel of Jammu and Kashmir
Light Infantry (JAKLI) regiment,
said the situation in Jammu and
Kashmir is getting better with the
Army and other security agencies
working together to stamp out ter-
rorism.

Speaking to media persons on
the sidelines of the maiden attes-
tation parade of 460 new recruits
of the 126th batch after a success-
ful 40-week training period at
Dansal here, he said the Indian

Army is aware of the challenges and
prepared to give a befitting
response to the enemies of the
nation.

Responding to a question about
the need to introduce special train-
ing courses for soldiers in the after-
math of the developments in
Afghanistan, the Army officer said
“our training is very contemporary
as it caters for all the contingencies
and unforeseen situations."

“I have no doubt that my young
soldiers who have taken the oath
to defend the constitution and the
country will live up to all the chal-
lenges. One of the unique things of
this regiment (JAKLI) is that all our
troops hail from J&K and Ladakh.
Therefore, they have this ingrained
quality to be security conscious
much more than others,” he said.

Lauding the regiment for its
exceptional and outstanding record

in all counter-insurgency opera-
tions within and outside the coun-
try since its birth in 1947, Lt Gen
Das said, “All the situations unfold-
ing in the country or in our neigh-
bourhood, I am more than confi-
dent that the JAKLI regiment will
continue to excel and be the lead
agency in the fight against terror-
ism.”

Asked about the challenges
posed by the use of drones to hit
targets and deliver weapons and
narcotics from across the Line of

Control and International Border,
he said a capsule course on anti-
drone measures was introduced to
deal with the challenge.

“On Army Day on January 15,
our chief took the threat seriously
and our soldiers are being prepared
to deal with the challenge in a bet-
ter way,” he said.

During recruitment training,
he said that besides the arms
handing and exercises, thrust is also
given on science and technology,
cybersecurity and other new chal-
lenges that are followed by orien-
tation training courses at the
respective units where anti-drone
measures were also introduced.

He said the misuse of social
media by "anti-national" elements
is a reality and the new recruits are
being trained in cybersecurity
during their basic as well as orien-
tation courses.

Army is fully prepared to meet any
challenge from adversaries: Lt. Gen

SC for Rs 25 cr for
Covid-orphaned kids 
PNS n NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court is in favour
of disbursing the over Rs 25 crore
deposited by the Maharashtra
government in the apex court
registry five years ago to children
who lost both parents during the
Covid pandemic in the state.

A bench of Justices D Y
Chandrachud and B V
Nagarathna noted earlier this
week that the state has about
19,000 children who lost a par-
ent due to COVID-19 and 593
who lost both their parents.

Maharashtra,  one of the worst
affected states during the second
wave of pandemic earlier this
year, had deposited the money in
the apex court registry in an old
matter related to medical college
admissions. The Supreme Court
noted that the government of
Maharashtra formulated a poli-

cy on June 17, 2021 envisaging
that Rs 5 lakh be placed in fixed
deposit for children who lost both
their parents due to the pandem-
ic and the money will be payable
to them after they attain the age
of maturity.

“The amount of Rs 20 crores
which was deposited (by
Maharashtra government) in
pursuance of the order dated
December 2, 2016 stands
enhanced to Rs 25,53,25,548 as
a result of accretions of interest,”
the bench said.

The top court said before it
directs the disbursal of the money
to the State of Maharashtra, it
wants that a concrete statement
be placed on affidavit about the
manner in which the money will
be utilised for the benefit of chil-
dren affected by the death of
either or both parents due to the
Covid pandemic.   

PORN FILMS CASE 

PNS n MUMBAI

Businessman Raj Kundra, an
accused in the pronographic con-
tent case, on Saturday moved a
bail application in a court here,
claiming that he was being made
a "scapegoat" and that there was
not a single evidence in the sup-
plementary charge sheet of him
being actively involved in creation
of alleged questionable content. 

The crime branch, probing
the case, had recently filed a sup-
plementary charge-sheet against
Kundra and three others in the
case pertaining to alleged creation
of pornographic films and pub-
lishing them through some apps.    

After that, the accused
approached the metropolitan
court for bail, saying that the
investigation in the case was
practically over.

Kundra, husband of
Bollywood actor Shilpa Shetty,
was arrested July 19 by after
being booked under relevant sec-
tions of the IPC and the
Information Technology Act. He
is currently in judicial custody.

In the bail, filed through advo-
cate Prashant Patil, Kundra
claimed that there is not a single
iota of evidence till date with the
prosecution that would connect
the app 'Hotshots' with an offence
under law.

As per the probe agency, the
Hotshots app was being used by
the accused for uploading and
streaming obscene content. 

The bail plea also said that
there is not a single allegation in
the entire supplementary charge
sheet against the present applicant
(Kundra) that he was actively
involved in any of the video
shootings.

In fact, it is a sole discretion of
the individual artists to upload
their contents on the app, the plea
said.

The contents of the complaint
do not disclose any prima-facie
offence against Kundra, the appli-
cation said.
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MONEY MATTERS

L
eading industrialist Anand
Mahindra on Friday said he is
looking forward to the

assignment for carrying out a
comprehensive review of the
National Cadet Corps (NCC) in
order to make it more relevant.
Mahindra has been named in a
15-member panel constituted by
the defence ministry to carry out
a comprehensive review of the
National Cadet Corps (NCC) in
order to make it more relevant. "I
look forward to this assignment. Partly because my school—
Lawrence, Lovedale, was an active participant in the program and I
was in the Air Wing. I still reflexively salute using the Air Force
version!" Mahindra said in a tweet. Replying to a tweet which sought
disbanding of the organisation, Mahindra noted: "I'm not sure such a
drastic conclusion is warranted. And I welcome inputs from all on
how to adapt the NCC to today's times and needs..."  The committee
headed by former lawmaker Baijayant Panda also includes, Mahendra
Singh Dhoni,  Col. (Retd) Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore, Rajya Sabha
member Vinay Sahasrabuddhe, Principal Economic Advisor in the
Finance Ministry Sanjeev Sanyal and Jamia Millia Islamia Vice
Chancellor Najma Akhtar. 

Anand Mahindra says looking
forward to new assignment 

S
indhudurg
Airport in the
Konkan region

of Maharashtra
has received
aerodrome licence
from the DGCA,
paving way for
commercial flight
operations from
the facility. On
September 7,
Union minister
Narayan Rane had said the Chipi airport in Sindhudurg district of
Maharashtra would be inaugurated by Aviation Minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia on October 9. Earlier the Shiv Sena, which is ruling the state
in alliance with Nationalist Congress Party and Congress, had
announced a similar programme by Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray. Come up at an investment of Rs 800 crore the first green
airport at Chipi in Sindhudurg district, the state is expected to bring
economic boom for the region with lots of employment and self-
entrepreneurship opportunities for local people,  the developer IRB
Sindhudurg Airport Pvt Ltd said in a release. IRB Sindhudurg Airport
Pvt Ltd is a special purpose vehicle of IRB Infrastructure Developer
that was formed and mandated with the task of project development
and operations. "IRB Sindhudurg Airport Pvt Ltd, an SPV of IRB
Infrastructure Developers Ltd, has received aerodrome licence from
the Director General of Civil Aviation (DGCA),”  the airport operator
said in the release. IRB is happy to achieve yet another milestone in
the current year and see the airport receive licence to operate after
successful completion, said Virendra D Mhaiskar, CMD of the
company. "With a concession period of over 90 years and a
compelling regional proposition, it offers meaningful avenues of
growth,” he said. 

Sindhudurg Airport receives
aerodrome licence from DGCA

PNS n WASHINGTON

A US federal judge has struck
down a proposed Trump-era
rule that aimed to replace the
current H-1B cap lottery sys-
tem with a wage-level-based
selection process.  

Judge Jeffrey S White of the
US District Court for the
Northern District of California
vacated a Trump-era H-1B
cap selection regulation on
the grounds that then-Acting
Homeland Security Secretary
Chad Wolf was not lawfully
serving in his role at the time
the regulation was promulgat-
ed.

The judge on Wednesday
granted the US Chamber of
Commerce's motion for sum-
mary judgment in the its law-
suit challenging the regulation,
according to the court order

uploaded by the Chamber's lit-
igation centre.

The H-1B visa is a non-
immigrant visa that allows US
companies to employ foreign
workers in speciality occupa-
tions that require theoretical or
technical expertise.
Technology companies depend
on it to hire tens of thousands
of employees each year from
countries like India and China.

The number of H-1B visas
issued each year is capped at
65,000, plus an additional
20,000 reserved for individu-
als with advanced degrees.
The current system for select-
ing applications for consider-
ation is a hybrid of first-come,
first-served and a lottery.

During former president
Donald Trump's final days in
office, the US Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS)
announced to do away with the
traditional lottery system in
deciding the successful appli-
cants for the H-1B visas.

The USCIS had said it
would prioritise wages to pro-
tect the economic interests of
American workers, and better
ensure that the most highly
skilled foreign workers bene-
fit from the temporary
employment programme.

US court sets aside proposed
Trump-era rule on H-1B visa

PNS n WASHINGTON

Under fire for allegations that
it bowed to pressure from
China and other governments,
the World Bank has dropped a
popular report that ranked
countries by how welcoming
they are to businesses.

The report is important to
many companies and investors
around the world: They use the
World Bank's “Doing Business”
report to help decide where to
invest money, open manufac-
turing plants or sell products.

Eager to attract investment,
countries around the world,
especially developing
economies, have sought to
improve their rankings in the
World Bank's report.

Sometimes, nations would

pursue substantive policy
changes — by, for example,
making it easier for business-
es to pay taxes, obtain loans or
enforce contracts. Sometimes,
they would take a more aggres-
sive tack: Like pushy high
schoolers cajoling a teacher for
a higher grade, they would
lobby the World Bank to pro-
vide a higher score on the
“Doing Business” report. 

Countries that have scored a
high ranking have often touted
their success. In 2017, for exa-
mple, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi took to Twitter to cele-
brate India's big improvement
in 2017. Rwanda’s country's
development board employs a
“Doing Business economist.'' 

But the World Bank has
long been accused of using

sloppy methodology and of
succumbing to political pres-
sure in producing the “Doing
Business” rankings. This week,
the bank dropped the report
after investigators had reviewed
internal complaints about “data
irregularities'' in the 2018 and
2020 editions of “Doing
Business” and possible “ethical
matters" involving World Bank
staff members.

In an investigation conduct-
ed for the bank, the law firm
WilmerHale concluded that
staff members fudged the data
to make China look better
under pressure from Kristalina
Georgieva, then the CEO of the
World Bank and now head of
the IMF, and the office of Jim
Yong Kim, then the World
Bank's president.

What is the World Bank?
Founded in 1944, the 189-

country World Bank makes
grants and loans, often to
finance big public works pro-
jects, and offers economic adv-
ice, mostly to developing nati-
ons. The bank, based in Was-
hington, has also pledged to re-
duce poverty around the world. 

What is "Doing Business"
report?

In 2002, the bank intro-
duced the report, whose annu-
al rankings highlight which
countries have adopted policies
favorable to businesses and
which haven't — and how
much they're improving or
regressing. The bank, which
collects information from
about tens of thousands of
accountants, lawyers and other

professionals in 190 countries,
assesses how easy it is to do
such things as start a business,
obtain a construction permit or
connect to the electrical grid.
Last year, New Zealand ranked
No. 1 and Somalia No. 190. The
United States was No. 6.

Why was the report impor-
tant? 

Its rankings have been inter-
preted by the media and by
investors as a proxy for how
much countries welcome for-
eign investment.

“Any quantitative model of
country risk has built this into
ratings,” says Timothy Ash, an
emerging market strategist at the
fixed income manager BlueBay
Asset Management. “Money
and investments are allocated on
the back of this series.”  

Why did ‘Doing Business’
come under pressure?

Questions surrounding the
report date back to at least
2018, when Paul Romer, then
the chief economist of the
World Bank, who would go on
to win a Nobel Prize in eco-
nomics for his earlier work,
resigned after complaining
about how “Doing Business
treated” Chile. 

As a result of methodologi-
cal tinkering, Chile plunged in
the rankings while socialist
Michelle Bachelet occupied
the presidency, rebounded
under conservative Sebastian
Pinera, then slumped again
when Bachelet returned to
power. The ups and downs
occurred despite little actual
change in policy. 

PNS n WASHINGTON

Former officials of the World
Bank are under pressure after
an investigation found that
they pressured staff members
of the bank to alter data on
global business conditions in
order to favour China and
some other governments.

The World Bank said it
would discontinue its “Doing
Business" report in the wake of
the investigation, which was
conducted by the law firm
WilmerHale after internal
questions involving “data irreg-
ularities” in the 2018 and 2020
editions of the report and pos-
sible “ethical matters” involving
bank staff.

WilmerHale's report con-
cluded that Kristalina
Georgieva, then the chief exec-
utive of the World Bank, and
the office of Jim Yong Kim,
then the bank's president, pres-

sured staff members to change
data on China to support
Beijing's ranking in the “Doing
Business” report. These rank-
ings are important to China
and other developing nations
because they can affect their
ability to attract investment
from overseas.

In a statement, Georgieva
disputed the report's conclu-

sion that she was involved in
pressuring World Bank staff
members to appease China.

“I disagree fundamentally
with the findings and interpre-
tations of the Investigation of
Data Irregularities as it relates
to my role in the World Bank's
Doing Business report of 2018,”
her statement said.

The World Bank, based in

Washington, is among the
world's largest sources of devel-
opment funding. “Doing
Business,” which evaluates a
country's tax burdens, bureau-
cratic obstacles, regulatory sys-
tem and other business condi-
tions, is used by some govern-
ments to try to attract invest-
ment.

The report ranks countries
on such factors as how straight-
forward or burdensome it is to
register a business, legally
enforce a contract, resolve a
bankruptcy, obtain an electri-
cal connection or acquire con-
struction permits.

Timothy Ash, a strategist at
the fixed income manager
BlueBay Asset Management,
said he “cannot overestimate"
the importance of the Doing
Business report for banks and
businesses trying to assess risk
in a particular country.

“Any quantitative model of

country risk has built this in to
ratings," Ash said. “Money and
investments are allocated on
the back of this series.”

He added that if an analyst
at a bank or rating agency had
done what is alleged, "I wager
they would be fired and would
be subject to regulatory inves-
tigation.”

China has tried over the
past two decades to increase its
influence over international
institutions, including the IMF
and the World Health Organi-
sation, and their policies.

The changes made to the
2018 “Doing Business" report
followed lobbying by Beijing
for a better ranking and came
ahead of a campaign by the
World Bank to raise capital in
which Beijing was expected to
play a “key role,” the report
said. China is the bank's third-
largest shareholder after the
United States and Japan.

PNS n NEW DELHI

The Apparel Export Promotion
Council (AEPC) on Saturday
said the decision of the GST
Council to correct inverted
duty structure on textiles from
January 1, 2022 will lessen the
tax burden on manmade fibre
(MMF) fabrics and garments.

The GST Council in its lat-
est meeting on September 17
agreed to correct inverted duty
structure on footwear and tex-
tiles from January 1, 2022.

AEPC Chairman A Sakthivel
said the decision will be a big
breather to the industry.

"The revision will lessen the
tax burden on manmade fibre
(MMF) fabrics and garments,"
he said. He said the inverted
duty structure has been an
issue with the apparel industry
and that the council had made

recommendations to the gov-
ernment for the elimination of
this anomaly that has been
resulting in input tax credit
accumulation blocking crucial
working capital for businesses.

Inputs into the MMF fabric
segment (fibre and yarn) attract
a GST rate of 18 per cent and
12 per cent whereas the GST

rate on the MMF fabric is 5 per
cent and that for the finished
goods apparel is 5 per cent and
12 per cent, he said.

It creates a tax structure
where the rate on inputs is high-
er than that on the outputs and
this increases the effective rate
of taxation of MMF fabrics
and garments and violates the

principle of fibre neutrality,
Sakthivel said.

He also said that the GST
Council's decision to extend the
validity of GST exemption on
transport of goods by vessel and
air from India to outside India till
September 30, 2022, will partial-
ly help soften the impact of the
current exorbitant freight costs. 

AEPC hails inverted duty structure decision 

PNS n KOLKATA

The Indian Jute Mills Assoc-
iation is hopeful that the govern-
ment will implement the long
due Tariff Commission report
after the recent direction by the
Calcutta High Court, a senior
IJMA official said on Saturday.

The IJMA, the lobby body
of the jute mills, said the
Calcutta High Court this
month has directed the govern-
ment to approve the Tariff
Commission report and make
payments in line with the
report within November 30.

"We are hopeful that after
the recent High Court direc-
tion, the government will
implement the Tariff
Commission report soon. It is

long due and still provisional
pricing continues. Implementa-
tion of new pricing will help the
industry survive," IJMA chair-
man Raghavendra Gupta said.

The report was supposed to
be implemented by March 31.

"At present, all jute mills are
surviving on an 'ad-hoc/provi-
sional' price. It was given to
them in September 2016 by the
Jute Commissioner's office.
The mills are suffering Rs
3,000-6,000 per tonne loss", a
mill owner and former IJMA
office-bearer said.

In Kharif monsoon season
(KMS) and Rabi monsoon sea-
son (RMS) 2021-22, the Union
government has placed an
order for the supply of almost
45 lakh bales of jute bags. 

Jute body hopeful on
Tariff Commission report

PNS n NEW DELHI

Terming allegations of manip-
ulation of World Bank's Doing
Business Ranking as 'shock-
ing', former chief economist of
World Bank Kaushik Basu said
on Saturday that pressure was
there from governments during
his tenure, but the multilateral
institution never gave in.

The World Bank Group has
decided to discontinue publica-
tion of its Doing Business (DB)
report on country investment
climates following allegations of
irregularities.

The decision was taken after
a probe of data irregularities
allegedly due to pressure by
some top bank officials to
boost China's ranking in 2017

came to light.
"The news of manipulation of

World Bank's Doing Business
Ranking is shocking. DB was
under my charge from 2012 to
2016. There was pressure from
govts. We NEVER gave in. Sad
that this changed. I may add, to
India's credit, I never had pres-
sure from India's govt—current
or previous," Basu said in a
tweet.

He was the chief economist of
World Bank from 2012 to 2016.

"After reviewing all the
information available to date
on 'Doing Business', including

the findings of past reviews,
audits, and the report the bank
released today on behalf of the
board of executive directors,
World Bank Group manage-
ment has taken the decision to
discontinue the Doing
Business report," the World
Bank Group had said in a state-
ment on Thursday. 

The group remains firmly
committed to advancing the role
of the private sector in develop-
ment and providing support to
governments to design the reg-
ulatory environment that sup-
ports this, it had said. 

Inquiry puts ex-World Bank officials under scrutiny on China

PNS n NEW DELHI

State-owned fuel retailing
firms have received an "over-
whelming" response to the
tender they floated for buy-
ing ethanol for mixing in
petrol, a government state-
ment said on Saturday.

"The first Expression of
Interest (EOI) for signing
long-term agreement with
upcoming dedicated ethanol
plants for supply of ethanol
has received an overwhelm-
ing response, with 197 bidde-
rs participating in the same,"
it said without giving details
of the quantity manufactur-
ers have committed to supply.

The EOI was published by
BPCL on behalf of OMCs on
August 27, and it opened on
September 17.

Explained: Why World Bank is under fire over set of rankings

Kaushik Basu shocked at manipulation of
World Bank's Doing Business Ranking 

Nasscom welcomes GST Council's clarification 
N

asscom on Saturday said the GST Council's
clarification on scope of intermediary services

will ensure that BPM exports/R&D exports and IT
services-related exports are no longer denied the
export status by the enforcement authorities. On
Friday, GST Council's recommendations included
issuance of certain circulars to remove ambiguity
and legal disputes on various issues. This included
clarification on scope of "intermediary services"
and clarification relating to interpretation of the

term "merely establishment of distinct person" with
reference to a section of the IGST Act 2017 for
export of services. "Nasscom welcomes the
decision of the GST Council to issue a circular to
clarify the scope of intermediary services. We
expect this to lay at rest a long pending issue for
the BPM industry and ensure that BPM
exports/R&D exports and IT services related
exports will no longer be denied the export status
by the enforcement authorities," Nasscom said. 

PNS n NEW DELHI

Kerala Finance Minister K N
Balagopal on Saturday pitched
for extending the GST com-
pensation beyond June next
year as he highlighted that the
state is already grappling with
significant revenue shortfall.

He said the state is not get-
ting its due in the wake of the
15th Finance Commission
devolution recommendations.

Kerala will be receiving
GST compensation of over Rs
13,000 crore and another one-
time grant of over Rs 19,000
crore in the current fiscal
ending March 2022, he noted.

In case the GST compensa-
tion ends next year, then the
state will face further revenue
shortfall, he said and expressed
hope that the compensation
regime would be extended. 

The regime of paying com-
pensation to states for revenue
shortfall resulting from subsu-
ming their taxes such as VAT
in the uniform national tax
GST will end in June next year. 

However, the cess which is
currently levied on top of the
GST rate on certain luxury
and sin goods to fund the
compensation amount for
states will continue to be levied
till March 2026. 

Kerala seeks extension of GST
compensation regime past 2022

Oil cos get good
response to ethanol
procurement tender

N
on-banking financial
company MAS Financial
Services on Friday said it

has raised Rs 100 crore through
private placement of market-
linked non-convertible
debentures (MLDs). The lender
has allotted 1,000 MLDs of a
face value of Rs 10,00,000,
aggregating up to Rs 100 crore, the company said in a statement.
The allotment of 1,000 market-linked NCDs was inclusive of a
greenshoe option comprising 500 market-linked NCDs which was
activated to retain over-subscription, it said. 

MAS Financial raises Rs 100 cr
via market linked debentures

PNS n NEW DELHI

India on Saturday stressed at
G20 agriculture meeting that
there is a need to increase
investment in agricultural
research and development amid
the challenges of climate change
and expected increase in food
demand by 2030.

The G20 Agriculture
Ministers' Meeting is one of the
ministerial meetings organised
as part of the G20 Leaders
Summit 2021 to be hosted by
Italy in October.

Addressing a session on the
topic 'Research as a driving
force behind sustainability',
Agriculture Minister Narendra
Singh Tomar shared that agricul-
tural research has played a major

role in transforming India from
a net food importer to exporter.

"Today with an annual pro-
duction of 308 million tonnes

of food grains, India is not only
in the realm of food security
but is also catering to needs of
other countries," he said and

added India has experienced a
revolution in the field of agri-
cultural produce due to the effi-
cient research of scientists.

However, the demand for
foodgrain is expected to rise to
350 million tonnes with likely
increase in India's population
to 150 crore by 2030-32. The
demand for food will rise amid
depleting natural resources and
the challenge of climate change,
he said in an official statement.

In this backdrop, the minis-
ter said, "There is a need to
rethink and adapt agricultural
research and development,
along with increasing invest-
ment in scientific research to
achieve adequate and nutritious
food along with environmen-
tal sustainability."

He said research contributes
significantly to the three aspects
of food security availability,
access and affordability.

To make the country self-
reliant, concerted efforts will
continue in agricultural
research in areas such as
genomics, digital agriculture,
climate-smart technologies
and methods, efficient water
use equipment, development
of high yielding and bio-
friendly varieties, systematic
production, quality and safe-
ty standards among others, he
said. The minister also said the
strategy to meet the increased
demand revolves around
increasing productivity and
increasing the income of
farmers.

Higher investment required in agri
R&D, India says at G20 agri meet 
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Taming the dragon

T
he Covid-19 induced lockdown
might have given a shot in the arm
for streaming services, but making
substantial profits in the Indian
market still remains an elusive

dream for most of them. In the financial year
2020, Netflix India recorded a revenue of Rs
924 Crore and managed to eke out a marginal
profit of Rs 9 crore. The streaming giant’s over-
all profits globally for the same year stood at a
whopping $2.8 billion. 

Disney+Hotstar in India, on the other
hand, recorded revenue to the tune of Rs 1629
Crore with losses amounting to Rs 362 crore.
Hotstar is currently India’s largest streaming
platform with a subscriber base of 300 million.

According to an analysis by Media
Partners Asia, India’s online video market is
projected to grow at a CAGR of 26 per cent
over 2020-25 to reach US$4.5 billion. Another
report by Boston Consulting Group notes that
the OTT video streaming market alone in
India is set to touch US$5 billion by 2023.
And for a share of this pie contend not just
Netflix, Amazon Prime, and Disney+Hotstar,
but around 30 streaming platforms including
AltBalaji, Zee5, SonyLiv, MXPlayer,
ManoramaMax, Neestream, and so on.

The right revenue model still remains an
enigma, thanks to the uniqueness of the Indian
market. There are no proven models in the
Indian media industry to show that subscrip-
tion-led growth is if at all possible. Be it the
newspapers or entertainment channels, the
advertisement brings in the lion’s share of the
revenue. While Netflix and Amazon Prime
banks entirely on subscriber revenue,
Disney+Hotstar which has a base of both paid
and unpaid subscribers see its share of ad rev-
enue coming in through the advertisements
shown to the unpaid subscribers. While it is
yet to be cracked which of these models would
ultimately work, there are few things streaming
platforms could work on meanwhile.

EXPLORE THE UNEXPLORED
On June 1, 2021, a review of the

Malayalam Movie ‘Joji’, starring Fahadh Fazil
and directed by Dileesh Pothan, appeared in
The New Yorker magazine. This wasn’t the
first time the international magazine reviewed
an Indian movie. In fact, on April 15 it had
published Richard Brody’s take on Duvidha,
the 1973 film by Mani Kaul. But Joji was dif-
ferent. For one it was a regional language
movie. And rarely has international media
recognised non-Hindi movies, probably with
the exception of the works of Satyajit Ray, as
Indian movies. To take a review seriously or
not is one thing. But to me, it was the begin-
ning of a change; Undeniably the world is
starting to take note of Indian regional con-
tent, especially from the South. Now, this is a
moment to be seized; not only by the lan-
guage movie industry but also by the OTT
players that are looking to turn profitable in
the Indian market.

If Joji premiered on Amazon Prime, The
Great Indian Kitchen, yet another Malayalam
movie that garnered critical acclaim from
across the world, made its first appearance on
Neestream, a regional OTT platform. The
movie later became available on Amazon
Prime too. Nayattu and Jagame Thandhiram
streaming on Netflix, C U Soon, Kuruthi and
Karnan streaming on Amazon Prime and
Netrikann streaming on Disney+Hotstar are
some of the notable movies from regional pro-
ductions that premiered on international OTT
platforms during the pandemic season. Some
of the other notable Malayalam films currently
streaming include Aarkkariyam and
Santhoshathinte Onnam Rahasyam, while the
Tamil movie industry came together to pro-
duce the anthology Navarasa now running on
Netflix.

Meanwhile what particularly stands out is
the glaring absence of any noteworthy produc-
tions from the behemoth that is Bollywood.
Clearly, it is the regional language movies that
have helped the streaming platforms to offer a
diverse range of content and cash in on the
subscription surge during the pandemic. This
is a signboard. The first step towards prof-
itability for OTT platforms is to spot the indus-
tries that are nimble, agile, dynamic and quick
to adapt to the changing socio-economic cir-
cumstances. But the efforts shouldn’t stop at
simply sourcing the content. Given the diversi-
ty of movie industries in India, streaming plat-
forms are looking at a cornucopia of possibili-
ties.

Let’s start from the South. Given the high
literacy rates in the Southern states, OTT plat-
forms are looking at a large market for their
English and international content. While The
New Yorker might have reviewed Joji this year,
what is to be noted is that there already exists
an international audience for Malayalam
movies and a Malayali audience for interna-
tional movies, thanks to IFFK and various
other film festivals.

Then there is the large Indian diaspora
outside the country. According to a report by
the United Nations, India has the world’s
largest diaspora population — 18 million —
living outside the country. A large part of them
is Malayalis, Tamils, and Punjabis. In other
words, by exploring regional content, stream-
ing platforms would be striking a goldmine.

OFFER MORE DIVERSITY, LEARN FROM WHAT
HAS WORKED INTERNATIONALLY

Streaming services in India should take a
leaf out of what has worked internationally for
their global counterparts.

According to news reports, French show
Lupin streamed on Netflix held the number
one spot in countries like Brazil, Argentina,
Germany, Italy and Spain and the number two
spot in the US. This only means one thing —
out there, there seems to be a genuine and
ever-increasing demand for premium non-
Anglophone content. In this sense, India is a

goldmine for streaming services with its lin-
guistic diversity.

But linguistic diversity alone doesn’t serve
the purpose. Barring a handful of shows or
movies, Indian content has not been able to
create much of a ripple in the international
arena, owing to the relatively poor quality of
the content.

Now here is something to consider. One of
the features that have set Netflix a class apart
from its competitors globally is its huge invest-
ment in original content. Reports suggest that
in 2019 about 85% of its new spending was set
apart for original content, more than any of its
competitors dared to. In India too Netflix has
taken a lead by setting up its first global post-
production facility in Mumbai.

Producing original content of all hues and
(Indian) languages with strict quality checks
for a pan-Indian and international audience
could work magic for Indian streaming ser-
vices. Keep experimenting and do not hesitate
to disrupt your own revenue/content models if
need be. Because now this is a bus that OTT
platforms cannot afford to miss.

ROPE IN THE STALWARTS
What streaming platforms should further

aim is to bring traditional producers into
their folds. If the initial focus of OTT plat-
forms was to license existing content, the
pandemic has changed their course of action
to producing original content and premiering
movies. But there is still a large section of
producers who are wary of these platforms.
These traditional producers have been decid-
ing the ways of the industry for a long time.
Many of them are actors and even superstars
controlling production, distribution, and the
overall dynamics of the industry. Alienating
them or even appearing as a threat to their
business would in no way bode well for the
new-age players.

But if streaming platforms could come up
with ways to accommodate them and make a
business model around it, it would be a win-
win for all. OTT services so far have more or
less been working with the new crop of
movie makers from the regional cinema and
have been able to successfully give shape to
new movie aesthetics and language. Roping
in the traditional players would be the cherry
on top and will help attract a wider segment
of the audience. For example, consider
streaming services tying up with AMMA, the
Association of Malayalam Movie Artists.
Such a partnership would mean that now the
streaming services would get to enjoy the
benefits of the clout wielded by the stalwarts
of the industry, while the industry reaps the
benefits of being in alliance with platforms
that are international, sophisticated, and pro-
fessional. If streaming services this way get a
dip at the massive pool of talent, for artists
and technicians it would mean more work
even during crisis times like the pandemic
and therefore more stability.

Such partnerships would also help to usher
in a world where theatres do not view OTT
platforms as a threat. It would open up a new
world of complementary existence where the-
atres would still benefit from the rush during
the initial release and for sustained viewing
and wider reach, there would be the OTTs.
And no doubt, the ultimate winner would be
the movie itself which would get the grand
release it deserves without worrying about
‘running’ days being cut short as new movies
come in.

In a nutshell, being creative in the ways it
associates with the movie industry and its
stakeholders should be the way forward for
OTT services.

EXPERIMENT WITH DYNAMIC CONTENT
While all that is said about static content,

what still remains unchartered territory for
streaming services is dynamic content.
Exploring live content like music concerts
and stand-up comedy will help the OTT
players further their reach and bring in a new
audience who have been deprived of live
shows during the pandemic. It is in fact sur-
prising that such programmes are still largely
hosted on video communication platforms
like Zoom given that the pandemic has been
the perfect opportunity for the Netflixes and
Amazon Primes of the world to experiment
with it.

If you are further looking to expand your
reach, ever thought of news and the popularity
of news programmes in India? Sure, there may
be regulatory issues for OTT channels to
broadcast news as of now. But, learn from the
radio. In India, All India Radio holds the right
to broadcast news and current affairs pro-
grammes, and private broadcasting stations are
prohibited from airing the same. But several
FM stations have found workarounds in the
form of programmes that are satirical takes on
current affairs or other fun variations which
are essentially not news programmes, but yet
manage to pass on the news to the audience.
To sum it up, be creative. If OTT platforms
could come up with shows similar to that of
‘Last Week Tonight with John Oliver’ it is
bound to capture the attention of a huge sec-
tion of the audience.

There is also a growing audience for art
and science content. Although streaming ser-
vices have covered this to an extent, to make it
a more balanced mix would be a welcome
move.

All that said and done, ultimately the suc-
cess and profitability of OTT platforms would
depend on how well they can gel with our
lifestyles. Movies and theatres succeeded by
doing the same, by being our oases of enter-
tainment and our weekly escape from reality.
Streaming services should pull all stops to
replicate the same and leave no stone unturned
in this journey.

The writer is an ethical Investor, start-up
mentor, art curator and author

Blinkers Off serves as an important tool in understanding
that the threat Beijing poses is multi-dimensional, &

response to it should also be the same

You have to be the
best of whatever you
are, but successful,

cool actresses come in
all shapes and sizes

—Jessica Alba

F R O M T H E I N S I D E

Even as cases of the COVID-19 delta
variant continue to spike the world over,
a new variant, Mu, has become a variant

Mu-tation worry
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ACCORDING TO AN
ANALYSIS BY MEDIA

PARTNERS ASIA, INDIA’S
ONLINE VIDEO MARKET IS

PROJECTED TO GROW AT A
CAGR OF 26 PER CENT

OVER 2020-25 TO REACH
US$4.5 BILLION. ANOTHER

REPORT BY BOSTON
CONSULTING GROUP
NOTES THAT THE OTT

VIDEO STREAMING MARKET
ALONE IN INDIA IS SET TO
TOUCH US$5 BILLION BY

2023. AND FOR A SHARE OF
THIS PIE CONTEND NOT
JUST NETFLIX, AMAZON

PRIME, AND
DISNEY+HOTSTAR, BUT

AROUND 30 STREAMING
PLATFORMS INCLUDING

ALTBALAJI, ZEE5, SONYLIV,
MXPLAYER,

MANORAMAMAX,
NEESTREAM, AND SO ON

If streaming services are looking at making profits in India, they should adapt to regional realities, start thinking creatively and
take a leaf out of what has worked globally, writes AJAYYA KUMAR
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MASTER BOOKS, BUT DO
NOT LET THEM MASTER
YOU. READ TO LIVE, NOT

LIVE TO READ
— EDWARD

G. BULWER-LYTTON

Say goodbye to fad diets,
restrictive eating or other
forced behaviours that do
not come naturally to you.
Weight loss is a journey
that must be traversed with
patience, over time (just
like you gained weight over
time). In this book, you will learn how to:
lose weight in a sustainable, permanent
way; stop living in the fear of food; make
small changes that would lead to big
paybacks; and draw from your ancestors
about hearty eating habits.

Bestselling author Kavita Devgan offers
strategies that she has tried and tested as
a practising weight-loss consultant with
over thousands of patients. With her
practical advice that are easily inculcated,
you will be able to make simple lifestyle
changes that will lead to a more vibrant,
confident and healthier you.

NEW
ARRIVALS

THE DON’T-DIET PLAN:
A NO-NONSENSE GUIDE

TO WEIGHT LOSS

Kavita Devgan

Rupa, `295

A story of greed, love and
sacrifice narrated in the
backdrop of a crippling
human tragedy. Acclaimed
author Atulya Misra tells a
gripping and powerful story
that traverses numerous
cultures and geographies.
The story follows the life of Neha, who, at
first, is driven by blind ambition. The
heights she achieves in business dissipate
once she starts spiralling in the opposite
direction. Just when she appears to be an
abysmal failure in the eyes of everyone,
Neha creates a corporation to counter the
biggest threat to the planet—the human
propensity to consume endlessly and
create more and more waste. Her
enterprise becomes so large and
successful that it becomes a danger to the
very people who created it. Humanity has
been a parasite for long enough on this
planet. It’s time we become vultures and
clean up our habitat.

VULTURES OF PARADISE

Atulya Misra 

Rupa, `495

M
any of my friends suggested
that I try my luck in Paralympics.
I learned from the Internet that

Dr Dabas was the head of Para
Swimming Federation of India. His con-
tact number was also available on Google.
So I contacted him and expressed my
wish. He informed me that he used to fre-
quently visit Chennai for some work and
promised to let me know when he would
plan his next visit.

After a few months, I contacted him
again. He told me that he was about to
call and inform me about his forthcom-
ing visit to Chennai. I thought it would
be great if I arranged a get-together with
all our well-wishers when he would visit
Chennai; I needed a venue for the same.
So I requested Gita, the head of corpo-
rate affairs at my work, for her permis-
sion to arrange the meeting in our
office. She accepted my request and also
agreed to make all the arrangements,
including to provide refreshments.

I invited all our well-wishers and the
people who had approached me after read-
ing the article in The Hindu; Anand, Dr
Karthik (who was my pool mate), Mr
Narsa Reddy, Father Antony Samy, Dr
Rema Devi, Ms Uthira and Sai were also
there. Dr Dabas attended the meeting and
explained his efforts to promote para swim-
ming in India through a nice presentation.
We then explained our contributions so far
and elaborated on our plans to create and
increase awareness on hydrotherapy/swim-
ming in Tamil Nadu. The guests also
shared their experiences in supporting our
efforts. Dr Dabas suggested us to form
Tamil Nadu State-level Paralympic
Swimming Association and send the par-
ticipants for the forthcoming nationals to
be held in Kolhapur, Maharashtra.

We took Dr Dabas to the Andhra
Club pool. Our swimmers exhibited
how we practised swimming and sought
his guidance to improve our skills. He
gave his valuable suggestions to us and
appreciated our efforts. We also intro-
duced our coach Gopi to him.

I had a discussion with Anand,
Preetha, Dr Rema Devi, Ms Uthira, Sai and
other well-wishers. We started the
Paralympic Swimming Association of
Tamil Nadu informally, with Dr Rema
Devi as president, Ms Uthira as vice-pres-
ident, Preetha as treasurer, myself as the
general secretary, Sai as joint secretary, Dr
Ponraj as medical direc-tor and Anand as
technical director. With great efforts, we
convinced Rema Devi aunty to be our

president. They treat us like their children,
so we all thought their guidance would
help us in taking this initiative forward
successfully. Mr Narsa Reddy accepted to
be our patron. We started to practise
swimming vigorously. We tried hard to
find more people to train but ended up
with only four swimmers: Uthira aunty,
Venkatesh, Jyothi and myself.

We all went to Kolhapur along with
our coach Gopi. At that time, I was feel-
ing a little under the weather as my stom-
ach was upset. I consulted a doctor and
took the prescribed medicines. My friends
asked me to reconsider my participation
but I didn’t want to lose the opportunity.
Our transit time from Chennai to
Kolhapur by train was almost 2 days, with
a 10-hour layover at Bengaluru. During the
layover, we had to wait at the railway sta-
tion itself. We were all very tired by the
time we reached Kolhapur.

Local organizers told us that they
could not make the arrangements as
planned, as they did not receive the
promised funds from the sponsors. We
decided to find an accessible hotel for our
stay, as we were not comfortable with
their stop-gap arrangements.

By the time we reached there, I start-
ed to feel better. It was the 11th National
Para Swimming Championship, and our
team won eight medals. Venkatesh and
I won the championship in our respec-
tive categories. It was an amazing
moment in my life — winning three gold
medals (50-m freestyle, breaststroke and

backstroke) and becoming a national
champion at the age of 40+ years. It was
an unbelievable achievement even for me.
My joy knew no bounds.

There, I could see persons with dif-
ferent types of disabilities to swim with
ease. When I saw blind swimmers main-
taining a straight line in the pool, I was
very surprised. If I close my eyes for a few
seconds, I cannot maintain the line of
direction in the pool. I was unable to
understand how they managed to do it.

We noticed that there were very few
participants from South India in the
championship. I thought that it might be
due to the general notion that these sports
are dangerous for persons with disabili-
ties. In my experience, when I tried to
encourage participation of children with
disabilities, often their parents were
reluctant as they thought that swimming
was risky for their children. If I tried to
convince them by giving my example,
they would respond saying that it was
possible for me because I was a super-
woman and it may not be the case for
their kids. As I drive, swim, work for an
MNC etc., they thought that I had some
extraordinary skills.

Dr Dabas put up the proposal to host
the next nationals to various states; I
strongly wanted to accept his offer with
three aims. First, to create more aware-
ness in South India. Second, to give con-
fidence to the parents of children with
disabilities, officials, and the general
public. Parents because, I hoped that by
seeing the participation of persons with
different types of disabilities and differ-
ent levels of abilities, they would under-
stand the benefits of hydrotherapy and
participation in sports. Also, if the con-
cerned officials understood the benefits
and the possibility, then the persons with
disabilities would get more support.
Finally the third, to conduct champi-
onships at par with other Olympic sports
events. I observed an inferior feeling and
sympathy towards adaptive sporting

events among the public instead of treat-
ing it like any other sporting event.

Anand also agreed with my views,
and we thought of discussing with our
association members. On the way back,
our coach told us that IITM had a pool
with international standards, and if we
requested accommodation there, it would
be easy to host the event in Chennai.
After coming back to Chennai, we called
for a meeting with all our members. We
all knew that it was going to be a very
challenging task. In the meeting, we
decided to first register our association
officially, and soon thereafter started that
process. Dr Rema Devi, with the support
of her husband, arranged for an office
address and to fulfil all the statutory
requirements to register the association
and for its functioning.

Also, after coming back to Chennai,
we got a lot of media coverage on our
achievements in the championship. I gave
so many interviews. Everyone wanted to
take a video or a photograph of me while
swimming for an article. It gave me an
opportunity to create more awareness
about hydrotherapy/para swimming. Till
then, I was the one to reach out to the
media, schools and colleges. But now,
they started to approach me. It made my
job to create more awareness much eas-
ier. These articles reached a wider audi-
ence, and I received a few invitations from
outside Chennai.

At that time, I got an opportunity to
give a talk at IITM. I felt very happy. I was
looking for an opportunity to connect
with them so I could request them to
allow us to host the national champi-
onship in their pool. My talk was received
very well, and I got a standing ovation.
Later, I came to know that their pool was
under renovation. All my hopes were
shattered.

After my talk, many professors wrote
to the director of IITM, Professor Bhaskar
Ramamurthi, to incorporate the sugges-
tions I gave in my talk to make their pool
accessible; he responded to their sugges-
tions positively. The concerned staff
from IITM were in touch with me.
Later, I connected them with Dr Hutzler
for his guidance on the accessible swim-
ming pool, whom I met at a conference
in Coimbatore.

Excerpted with permission from Swimming
Against the Tide: True Story of Para Swimmer by

Madhavi Latha Prathigudupu, published by SAGE
Publications India

T
he transformation of China
under the Fourth Generation’s
leadership has indeed been
incredible. China sees itself as
taking the lead in world affairs

by the middle of this century and towards
this end, it seeks to establish the country’s
primacy in the Asia-Pacific region while
concurrently moving towards establishing
Chinese leadership of the international
order. In Asia, Delhi is Beijing’s only eco-
nomic and geo-strategic rival. No surprise
then, that Beijing’s policy towards Delhi
will continue to be shaped by its desire to
achieve pre-eminence in the region.

If successful, what will China’s inter-
national leadership look like? It would cer-
tainly aim at a different world order, in
which Chinese interests remain para-
mount. That, of course, is an objective
which all nations strive for. In the case of
China, however, it perceives itself as the
‘Middle Kingdom’, and the ‘centre of the
universe’, around which all other nations
revolve. Here, competition would most
certainly lead to confrontation. While the
Chinese would, in all probability, seek to
avoid war with the US, though this does
not include proxy wars, they may seek a
limited military engagement with India,
when they feel that they have the capaci-
ty to achieve a decisive result in their
favour. That makes a future war scenario
with India a certainty, though not so with
the US.

In China’s world view, they would aim
at forcing the US to not just accept, but
respect China’s authority as the global
leader and refrain from harming Chinese
interests. The consequences of Chinese
success in strategic competition could be
severe for the United States and disastrous
for India. So what should India and the
international communities do, to remain
relevant in the world stage?

This book, Blinkers off: How Will the
World Counter China (Pentagon Press),
authored by senior journalist Gaurie
Dwivedi, gives a perspective on a counter
strategy. It rests on a fundamental premise
that unlike the Cold War, where America
was able to take on erstwhile USSR on its
own due to its economic and political
might, Washington now needs partners to
address the challenge of an autocratic and
rising China. It presents a 360 degree per-
spective on building deterrence against an

expansionist Beijing which poses a threat
not just to India and the United States, but
to the present world order.

Divided into four segments, Dwivedi
documents China’s rise as it spread its ten-
tacles from Asia to Europe to Africa and
makes a case that Beijing’s “long term wait-
ing game” was to topple the very institu-
tions of the liberal world that aided its
growth. From the WTO to the WHO to
the UNHRC; Dwivedi highlights specific
instances when China was successful in
‘gaming the system’.

Though written prior to the develop-
ments in Afghanistan, Blinkers Off sug-
gests that the world has now firmly tilted

towards a bipolar scenario, with China
forming a nexus with other authoritarian
and likeminded nations like Pakistan, Iran
and Russia. The present security climate
in Kabul seems to be testimony to the
altered geo-political outlook that Dwivedi
mentions to be the primary driver for
building strong deterrence. Failure to
create them would see China further build-
ing on its strengths, continuing its wolf
warrior diplomacy and pushing the pedal
on its hegemonic agenda. This would
adversely impact not just India and Asia,
but will destabilise the world. For it to be
effective, Dwivedi says, the deterrence
must encompass both military and non-

military aspects of engagement with
China. It also highlights the role India will
play in any such global endeavour. Non-
military challenges like trade, technology,
and information are highlighted as key
domains for any potential clash with
China, since these may not elicit a sharp
response from India, US and others due
to the non conventional nature of warfare.
Even before the pandemic, the book
points out instances when China used such
domains to further its global political and
military objective.

India, due to its geo-political and geo-
economic potential is expected to con-
tribute significantly. In the Indo-Pacific,

where China has gained clout on the back
of its large infrastructure investments;
Blinkers Off suggests a more active mar-
itime and economic role by India.
Enhanced utilisation of the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands beyond the present focus
on reconnaissance, larger investments in
its naval capabilities and identifying
opportunities for collaboration are some
of the recommendations for India to
counter China’s enhanced influence. To
provide an alternative for the BRI invest-
ments in the Indian Ocean Region, which
is India’s geo strategic orbit, the books sug-
gests New Delhi could tie up with Japan
and America to provide sustainable infra

funding to the smaller nations.
By combining useful insights with

vivid language, Dwivedi has presented a
case for global cooperation against China
and identified newer age dimensions of
warfare. Perhaps most interesting is the
argument that India could leverage its
trade deficit against China since it has been
following the same template against other
economies. It is the nature of India’s trade
with China, where it predominantly
exports raw materials, needs to undergo
a change, rather than the fact that New
Delhi is a net importer.      

Unravelling the many aspects of
China’s statecraft, Blinkers Off serves as an
important tool in understanding that the
threat Beijing poses is multi dimension-
al, and response to it should also be the
same. It is hence a must read for those deal-
ing with foreign policy in the government
of India, to all in the Indian military fra-
ternity, the think tanks, the educational
institutes as also to all China watchers in
the lay public.

The reviewer is Director, India Foundation and Editor,
Salute Magazine

Becoming a National Champion

TAMING THE DRAGON
Unravelling the many aspects of China’s statecraft, Blinkers Off serves as an important tool in understanding that the threat

Beijing poses is multi-dimensional, and response to it should also be the same, writes MAJ. GEN. DHRUV C KATOCH (Retd)

Swimming Against the Tide: True Story of Para Swimmer by Madhavi Latha Prathigudupu is a true story of an extraordinary

sportsperson who challenged her circumstances and physical disability to overcome the odds to emerge as a winner. An edited extract

BLINKERS OFF: HOW WILL
THE WORLD COUNTER CHINA

Gaurie Dwivedi

Pentagon Press, `795

Left: Participation that made us champions; Right: PSATN family (Standing from left—Preetha, Anand, Dr Ponraj, Ms Uthira, Sai Krishnan, Sitting—me and Dr Rema Devi

SWIMMING AGAINST
THE TIDE: TRUE STORY

OF PARA SWIMMER 
Madhavi Latha Prathigudupu

Sage, `595
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T
he World Health Orgaization
(WHO) has added a fifth variant
of interest  (VOI)— B.1.621.1

and labelled it  — Mu variant — on
August 30, 2021. The other four
present VOIs are Eta (B.1.525), Iota
(B.1.526), Kappa (B.1.617.1) and
Lambda (C.37).

The Mu variant was first
identified in Colombia in South
America in January 2021, where Mu
has been detected in 39 per cent of
the samples analysed. From there, it
has spread to other South American
countries such as Ecuador (13per
cent) and Chile (around 40 per cent). 

The Mu variant has now been
detected in 43 countries including
the US, the UK, South Korea, Japan,
Ecuador, Canada and parts of
Europe. So far, it has not been
detected in India.

According to Dr Dr Rahul
Pandit, Member, COVID-19 Task
Force, Maharashtra Government
there are more than 4,700 cases of
the Mu variant worldwide. Although
with 2000 cases, the US has
recorded the highest number of Mu
cases, it is not yet regarded as an
immediate threat.

Last month, the WHO has said
that the Mu variant has a
constellation of mutations that
indicate potential properties of
immune escape. “Preliminary
evidence shows that these
mutations may allow it to escape
vaccine- and convalescent serum-
induced antibodies, similar to the
Beta variant,” Dr Pandit says.

The Mu variant has severe
mutations like as T95I, Y144S,
Y145N, R346K, E484K, N501Y,

D614G, P681H, Y144T, K417N and
D950N in the spike protein. 

“Some of these mutations have
been detected in the variants of
concern. The N501Y and  P681H
mutations are also present in the
Alpha variant (B.1.1.7, first detected
in the UK) and have been linked to
rapid transmission. The N501Y
mutation is also present in the Beta
and Gamma variants of concern
(VOC). The E484K and K417N
mutations, which also occur in the
Beta variant (B.1.351, first detected
in South Africa) are associated with
immune escape. However, the
significance of other mutations is
not yet known,” Dr Pandit tells you

The Delta variant (B.1.617.2)
continues to be the predominant
variant across the world and the
major cause of resurgence of cases

in many parts of the world. 
At present, the Mu variant

accounts for only 0.1 per cent of
cases globally, even though it has
been around since January this
year.

Although it is not a variant of
concern (VOC) yet, it is being
closely monitored to detect any
changes that would make it more
transmissible than the delta variant,
cause more severe disease and
make vaccines less effective. If this
happens, it may be re-categorised
as a VOC.

“The best strategy to prevent
emergence of new variants is to
swiftly vaccinate as many people as
possible. The larger the vaccinated
population, the less the vulnerable
population for the virus to infect
and mutate,” Dr Pandit says.

‘To prevent new variants, get swiftly vaccinated’

S
ince the COVID-19 pandemic hit the
globe last year, there has been no let up
— either in the number of cases glob-
ally nor in the emergence of new vari-
ants. When the second wave hit India,

there was talk of how the third wave would affect
the children more. But now, it appears that there
are more worries ahead. A new varient — Mu
— that had been detected in Colombia, South
America is the new worry — not just for India
but for the entire world. 

The good part is that the Government has
said that the variant has not been found in India
yet, there is no telling when it may enter the
country and wreak havoc.

The country reported its first COVID-19
case in Kerala on January 27, 2020, and the
country has been cuffed by the virus ever since
and coming out of this pandemic dungeon looks
only like a distant dream. Since the World
Health Organisation (WHO) declared the Delta
variant as the Variant of Concern (VOC) on May
6, 2021, the country has seen a new wave of cases
and death worldwide, slowing down the nation's
recovery, threatening economic stability and
severe social and political impacts. 

The new variantis getting more attention
now as it has started to spread around parts of
the country and it is something to make a note
of. Mu is not only being seen in high numbers
or high percentages but it is being detected in
different places throughout the US with high-
est prevalence of the variant in Colombia cur-
rently.

It carries a cluster of mutations in the
genome of COVID in the genetic structure.
According to the WHO, it is still a Variant of
Interest (VOI) and no samples have been
detected in India yet. 

"From Colombia it has spread to other South
American countries such as Ecuador (13%) and
Chile (around 40%). The Mu variant has now
been detected in 43 countries including the
United States, United Kingdom, South Korea,
Japan, Ecuador, Canada and parts of Europe. So
far, it has not been detected in India," says Dr
Rahul Pandit, Member, COVID-19 Task Force,
Maharashtra Government. 

He further adds that there are more than
4700 cases of the Mu variant worldwide.
Although with 2000 cases, the US has record-
ed the highest number of Mu cases, it is not yet
regarded as an immediate threat. 

"A VOI becomes a VOC when we see doc-
umented evidence that there is an increase in
transmissibility of the virus, it is more danger-
ous, have more resistance to vaccines, and high-
er infectivity rate," says Dr Ankita Baidya,
Consultant, Infectious Diseases, Manipal
Hospital, Dwarka, New Delhi. 

Despite making its first presence in January
2021, and being around since, the Mu variant
doesn't seem to be as bad as Delta, which is the
dominant variant across most of the world. But
Mu has mutations which possess the potential
of evading the protection we get from the
COVID vaccines. 

However, the concern is that it can lead to
immune escape phenomena in the form that the
existing antibodies through natural infection
might not be able to protect us from this infec-
tion. "When we see such novel strains circulat-
ing in the world, it becomes a concern especial-
ly with so many mutations in it that can evade
our immunity and can also reinfect a person
who has already recovered from the virus from
some different strain," Baidya tells you. 

The WHO has said, "The Mu variant has a
constellation of mutations that indicate poten-
tial properties of immune escape. Preliminary
evidence shows that these mutations may allow
it to escape vaccine- and convalescent serum-
induced antibodies, similar to the Beta variant."

Dr Shomeshwar Singh, Lead Consultant,
ENT, Madhukar Rainbow Children's Hospital
says that though the reports have suggested its

decline in most of the world apart from South
America lately, we have to watch carefully how
this strain spreads. 

The exact infection rate as of now is not well
established and requires more data because there
have only been sporadic cases. "With the muta-
tion that it is carrying, there are chances of hav-
ing a more severe infection from this strain as
it is showing some sort of immune escape phe-
nomena, which means that the previous anti-
body is not working and it can result in high-
er infectivity rate," says Baidya. 

Talking about the efficacy of vaccines,
there is still a lot of research to be done in order
to confirm whether the existing vaccines will be
effective against the Mu strain or not.
Simultaneously, the risk that it can lower the vac-
cine's effect is also present. 

Baidya says that the signs and symptoms of
the mu strain are very much similar to the Delta
variant. It also has a good amount of gastroin-
testinal symptoms along with the normal viral
symptoms of upper respiratory tract that is the
cough and cold, mild fever, loose motions,
abdominal symptoms, nausea and dyspepsia.
There can also be some headache, leg pain and
body pain as with the other viral symptoms. 

Currently, only symptomatic treatment is
given for any variant, similar to that of exist-
ing strains. The treatment is mostly designed
according to the severity of the disease whether
it is mild, moderate or severe. 

Many of us are wondering how quickly the
virus mutates and with every new variant emerg-

ing, recovering from this deadly pandemic
seems difficult and looks like a far-fetched
dream. On the other hand, we are learning to
live with the pandemic and now consider it as
a part of life. The virus will continue to under-
go mutation in the genetic structure to evade
the immune response, to evade the antibody

pressure and to evade the antiviral pressure. The
new mutations may be less or more severe than
the existing strains but at the same time we
should not stop from taking adequate infection
control precautions like wearing a mask, prac-
tising hand hygiene and maintaining social dis-
tancing. "Today, the world is a smaller place
since people travel far and wide in a matter of
hours, this helps the virus spread. We need to
exercise carefully drawn up social isolation and
quarantine measures to fight the virus spread.
Vaccination is very important," Singh tells you. 

The Mu variant has severe mutations such
as T95I, Y144S, Y145N, R346K, E484K, N501Y,
D614G, P681H, Y144T, K417N and D950N in
the spike protein. Some of these mutations have
been detected in the variants of concern. The
N501Y and  P681H mutations are also present
in the Alpha variant (B.1.1.7, first detected in
the UK) and have been linked to rapid trans-
mission. The N501Y mutation is also present in
the Beta and Gamma variants of concern
(VOC). The E484K and K417N mutations,
which also occur in the Beta variant (B.1.351,
first detected in South Africa) are associated
with immune escape. However, the significance
of other mutations is not yet known.

n A report from England’s public health

agency last month suggested the mu

variant might be as resistant to vaccines

as the worrisome beta variant first seen

in South Africa, but said more real-world

data was needed

n WHO officials said the mu variant appears

to be rising in some countries in South

America, but that the delta variant still

spreads far more easily

n The mu variant doesn’t seem to be

spreading quickly: It accounts for fewer

than 1% of COVID-19 cases globally

n In Colombia, it may be responsible for

about 39% of cases

n Scientists monitor emerging COVID-19

variants based on suspicious genetic

changes and then look for evidence to

determine whether the new version is more

infectious or causes more severe illness

n Viruses evolve constantly and many new

variants often fade away

Mu-tation worry
Even as cases of the COVID-19 delta variant continue to spike the world over, a new variant, Mu, has

become a variant of interest for the WHO. This new strain appears to have mutations with the potential
to evade immunity provided by a previous COVID-19 infection or vaccination. Could Mu be a variant of

concern? SUPRIYA RAMESH speaks with experts to tell you more



Afghan schools will open for
boys from Saturday, the new

Taliban ministry of education said
in a statement that gave no indica-
tion of when girls might be able to
go back to their classes.

More than a month after the
movement seized the capital Kabul,
most educational institutions have
remained closed as the Taliban have
struggled to reopen the economy
and restore normal life in the cities.

At some of the schools that have
managed to operate, girls up to the
sixth grade have attended, and
women students have gone to uni-

versity classes. But
high schools for girls have been
closed.

Taliban officials have said they
will not replicate the fundamental-
ist policies of the previous Taliban
government, which banned girls'
education, and they have promised
that girls will be able to study so
long as they do so in segregated
classrooms.

While the Taliban did not order
schools to close after their takeover,
the movement has said the security
situation meant that many activities
for women and girls were not yet
possible, and the latest statement
did not mention girls at all.
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US Tycoon Robert
Durst guilty of best
friend's murder
U

S real estate scion
Robert Durst was
Friday convicted of

killing his best friend to
prevent her talking to
police about his wife's dis-
appearance.

Durst, a multi-million-
aire who was the subject
of explosive HBO docu-
mentary "The Jinx," had
always denied that he shot
Susan Berman in the back
of the head in 2000 at her
Beverly Hills home.

But a jury in Los
Angeles took a total of just
eight hours to find the 78-
year-old guilty of the exe-
cution-style slaying.

Prosecutors had said he
murdered crime writer
Berman in December
2000 to prevent her from
being questioned by New
York police over the dis-
appearance of his wife
Kathleen two decades ear-
lier.

Berman, the daughter
of a Las Vegas mobster,
had acted as a spokes-
woman for Durst after he
became a suspect in
Kathleen's disappearance.

Durst, an estranged

member of one of New
York's wealthiest and most
powerful real estate
dynasties, was never
charged in his wife's case.

He was arrested in
March 2015 in a New
Orleans hotel room in
connection with Berman's
murder, hours before the
final episode of the HBO
documentary "The Jinx:
The Life and Deaths of
Robert Durst" aired.

In the documentary's
stunning finale, Durst is
heard muttering to him-
self, "There it is, you're
caught" and "Killed them
all, of course" -- apparent-
ly unaware that a micro-
phone remained switched
on while he used the
restroom.

The series also delved
into the 2001 death of
Durst's neighbor in Texas,
Morris Black, who was
found dismembered.

Durst admitted the dis-
memberment, but claimed
the killing was self-
defense. He was acquitted.

Durst testified for 14
days in a trial that gripped
local media.

France on Friday recalled its
ambassadors to the United

States and Australia for consulta-
tions in a ferocious row over the
scrapping of a submarine contract,
an unprecedented step that
revealed the extent of French anger
against its allies.

President Emmanuel Macron

ordered the recalling of the envoys
after Canberra ditched a deal to
buy French submarines in favour of
US vessels, Foreign Minister Jean-
Yves Le Drian said.

Le Drian said in a statement that
the decision was made to "immedi-
ately" recall the two French ambas-
sadors due to "the exceptional seri-

ousness of the announcements
made on September 15 by Australia
and the United States."

The abandonment of the ocean-
class submarine project that
Australia and France had been work-
ing on since 2016 constituted "unac-
ceptable behaviour among allies and
partners," the minister said.

‘UNACCEPTABLE’:
FRANCE RECALLS US,
AUSTRALIA ENVOYS

OVER SUBMARINE ROW
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WHO emergency
approval for Covaxin
delayed till Oct 5
World Health

Organisation's
(WHO) approval for the
emergency use authorisa-
tion (EUA) to COVID-19
vaccine Covaxin, devel-
oped by the Hyderabad-
based Bharat Biotech, is
likely to be delayed till
October 5.

As per WHO, the
Strategic Advisory Group
of Experts on
Immunization (SAGE)
will be meeting on
October 5 to granting
EUA to Covaxin.

Hanna Nohynek, SAGE

member will be introduc-
ing session objective set-
ting, an update on regula-
tory decisions and an
overview of Working
Group deliverables.

The session will recom-
mend EUA based on the
clinical data on Covaxin
from phase 1, 2, 3 trial
and post-marketing stud-
ies on safety, immuno-
genicity, efficacy and
effectiveness. It will
update on global, regional
and country-level plans
for vaccine safety moni-
toring.

iPhone 13 pre-order begins in India

i
Phone 13 series was
launched earlier this
month. The range

includes iPhone 13 mini,
iPhone 13, iPhone 13
Pro, and iPhone 13 Pro
Max. All the phones are
set to go up for pre-
orders starting today,
September 17, with sales
starting from September
24. Alongside India, the
pre-orders for the iPhone
13 series will go live
later today in
Canada, China,
Dubai,
Singapore, the
UK, the US,
and more
than 30
other
coun-
tries

and regions around the
world. iPhone 13 mini
and iPhone 13 come
with dual rear cameras
whereas iPhone 13 Pro
and iPhone 13 Pro
Max feature triple
rear cameras.

Here is a low-
down on the
prices of iPhone
13 mini, iPhone

13, iPhone 13 Pro,
iPhone 13 Pro Max
phones in different
countries, including
India.

iPhone 13 series price
The new iPhone 13 mini is priced starting at Rs.
69,900, Rs. 79,900, and Rs. 99,900 for the 128GB,
256GB, and 512GB storage options, respectively.
iPhone 13 is priced in India starting at Rs. 79,900,

Rs. 89,900, and Rs.
1,09,900 for the

128GB, 256GB, and
512GB storage

options,
respectively.

Singer Honey Singh, after
recording his statement at

a Delhi Court on Friday,
assured the court that he will
not create any third party
rights on his UAE Property.
The court vacated the status
quo order issued on
September 15, 2021.

On the last date of hear-
ing, the court had restrained
Honey Singh from alienating
or creating any third party
interest owned directly or
through his companies and
had directed him to file all
the documents of his com-
panies registered abroad
along with other details. The
same was not filed on Friday
by Honey Singh.

‘Won't sell UAE
villa...’: Singer
Honey Singh on
Court order

UK eases rules for
vaccinated; benefit
for India-UK route
The UK government on

Friday announced a
major relaxation of interna-
tional travel rules for vacci-
nated people coming in and
out of England, with long-
haul routes between India
and the UK set to benefit.

From October 4, the cur-
rent traffic light system of
red, amber and green coun-
tries based on levels of
COVID-19 risk will be
scrapped and replaced with
one red list only.

The scrapping of an
amber list, which is what
India is currently on, means
reduced cost burden for
travellers - especially for the
Indian people vaccinated in
the UK - related to compul-

sory PCR tests.
However, an expanded list

of countries whose vaccines
are recognised in England
does not include India,
which means that Indians
vaccinated with Covishield -
the Serum Institute of India
produced
Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine
- would still be required to
undergo a pre-departure
PCR test and further tests on
landing in the UK.

From October 4, travellers
from 17 additional countries
with eligible vaccines,
including Japan, Singapore
and Malaysia, will no longer
need to take pre-departure
PCR tests for travelling into
England.

100 world leaders to meet for UN event 
S

ome 100 world leaders descend on New York next week in a partial
return of the annual UN extravaganza despite Covid concerns, with

progress sought on pressing global problems -- starting with the
pandemic. The UN General Assembly will also look to build
momentum to reach an ambitious climate agreement and seek unity
after the Taliban takeover in Afghanistan, in the shadow of high
tension between the United States and China. "We need to re-establish
confidence. The current geopolitical division in the world is an
obstacle," Secretary-General Antonio Guterres told AFP ahead of the
summit. The world "is really in a very dangerous situation," he said.
"We need to sound an alarm to wake up political leaders."

‘New’ dark energy
could solve Universe
expansion mystery
Cosmologists have

found signs that a
second type of dark
energy — the ubiquitous
but enigmatic substance
that is pushing the cur-
rent Universe’s expan-
sion to accelerate —
might have existed in
the first 300,000 years
after the Big Bang.

Two separate studies
— both posted on the
arXiv preprint server in
the past week1,2 — have
detected a tentative first
trace of this ‘early dark
energy’ in data collected
between 2013 and 2016
by the Atacama
Cosmology Telescope
(ACT) in Chile. If the
findings are confirmed,
they could help to solve
a long-standing conun-
drum surrounding data
about the early
Universe, which seem to
be incompatible with
the rate of cosmic
expansion measured
today. But the data are
preliminary and don’t
show definitively
whether this form of
dark energy really exist-
ed.

“There are a number
of reasons to be careful
to take this as a discov-
ery of new physics,” says
Silvia Galli, a cosmolo-
gist at the Paris Institute
of Astrophysics.

The authors of both
preprints — one posted
by the ACT team, and
the other by an inde-
pendent group — admit
that the data are not yet
strong enough to detect

early dark energy with
high confidence. But
they say that further
observations from the
ACT and another obser-
vatory, the South Pole
Telescope in Antarctica,
could provide a more
stringent test soon. “If
this really is true — if
the early Universe really
did feature early dark
energy — then we
should see a strong sig-
nal,” says Colin Hill, a
co-author of the ACT
team’s paper1 who is a
cosmologist at
Columbia University in
New York City.

Both the ACT and
the South Pole
Telescope are designed
to map the cosmic
microwave background
(CMB), primordial
radiation sometimes
described as the after-
glow of the Big Bang.
The CMB is one of the
pillars of cosmologists’
understanding of the
Universe. By mapping
subtle variations in the
CMB across the sky,
researchers have found
compelling evidence for
the ‘standard model of
cosmology’. This model
describes the evolution
of a Universe containing
three primary ingredi-
ents: dark energy; the
equally mysterious dark
matter, which is the pri-
mary cause of the for-
mation of galaxies; and
ordinary matter, which
accounts for less than
5% of the Universe’s
total mass and energy.

Satyarthi appointed UN
sustainable development
goals advocate
UN chief Antonio

Guterres on Friday
appointed Nobel
Laureate Kailash
Satyarthi as new
Sustainable Development
Goals (SDG) Advocate
ahead of the start of the
76th UN General
Assembly.

Along with Satyarthi,
STEM activist Valentina
Munoz Rabanal,
Microsoft President Brad
Smith and K-pop super-
stars BLACKPINK were
appointed as new SDG
Advocates, said a press
release issued by the UN.

Satyarthi has fought
tirelessly for decades
against child labour,
slavery and trafficking.

"We are at a pivotal
moment. The choices we
make now could put us

on a path towards break-
down and a future of
perpetual crisis; or
breakthrough to a green-
er and safer world," said
Guterres.


	19 HYD-01.pdf
	19 HYD-02.pdf
	19 HYD-03.pdf
	19 HYD-04.pdf
	19 HYD-05.pdf
	19 HYD-06.pdf
	19 HYD-07.pdf
	19 HYD-08.pdf
	19 HYD-09.pdf
	19 HYD-10.pdf

