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Current Weather Conditions
Updated SEPTEMBER 27, 2021 5:00 PM 

FFoorreeccaasstt:: ScatteredThunderstorm
TTeemmpp:: 32/25
HHuummiiddiittyy:: 72%
SSuunnrriissee:: 6:05 am
SSuunnsseett:: 06:07 pm  

AALLMMAANNAACC 

TTOODDAAYY

Month & Paksham:

Bhadrapada & Krishna Paksha

Panchangam

Tithi : Saptami 18:16

Nakshatram :  Mrigashirsha 20:44

Time to Avoid : Time to Avoid (Bad

time to start any important work)

Rahukalam : 3:05 pm - 4:34 pm

Yamagandam : 9:07 am - 10:37 am

Varjyam : 6:04 am - 7:51 am

Gulika : 12:06 pm - 1:35 pm

Good Time : (to start any important work)

Amritakalam : 10:49 am - 12:37 pm

Abhijit Muhurtham : 11:42 am - 12:30 pm

SNV SUDHIR
n VIJAYAWADA 

Energy Minister Balineni Srinivas
Reddy's recent remarks on the
impending Cabinet reshuffle have
increased the anxiety of aspirants
for a berth in YS Jaganmohan
Reddy Cabinet.

Since indications are that Jagan
plans to replace the entire Cabinet
with new faces, hopes of the MLAs
who have missed the berth in the
first half of the Cabinet term are
now increasing. Meanwhile, the
Chief Minister is said to be work-
ing on caste, regional, gender and
other political equations to finalise
his new Cabinet.

Until now, speculations were
rife that senior ministers like Botsa

Satyanarayana, Peddireddy
Ramachandra Reddy and those
who are good at their responsibil-
ities like Buggana Rajendranath,

Mekapati Goutham Reddy and
Kurasala Kannababu will retain
their seats. However, Balineni
Srinivas Reddy's remark that the

Cabinet will be fully revamped by
Dasara has changed the equation.

It has also dashed the hopes of
some Ministers who had hoped
that Jagan would consider the
Covid period and allow them to
continue in their post at least for
one more year.

As things stand now, the
Ministers who will be dropped
from the Cabinet will be utilised by
the party to campaign for the 2024
polls.

It may be mentioned here that
the Chief Minister, at the time of
the swearing-in of the Cabinet in
June 2019, had announced his
intention to replace the Ministers
after two-and-a-half years for the
second half of his term.

Cabinet aspirants anxious as CM prepares list

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Despite rain, the 10-hour 'Bharat
Bandh' observed in Andhra Pradesh
in protest against the three farm laws
on Monday was peaceful. All parties
except the BJP and its alliance part-
ners extended support to the nation-
wide bandh. The parties took part
in the 10-hour strike in response to
the call given by farmers protesting
against the Union government's
three farm laws under the aegis of
the Samyukt Kisan Morcha (SKM).

In AP, the YSRCP government
extended support to the bandh and
suspended RTC bus services and
declared a holiday for schools and
educational institutions in the State
on Monday. 

With the RTC buses confining to
the depots across the State, the bus
stations wore a deserted look and life
was paralysed. People in emergency
had to opt for alternate means of
transport to reach their destination.

The Left parties, along with the
main Opposition Telugu Desam
Party (TDP) also and Congress
supported the bandh. However, due
to the downpour, activities planned
for the strike could not be carried out
successfully. Despite rain, the Left
party leaders, farmer associations
and TDP activists carried out rallies
raising slogans, displaying placards
and carrying huge banners against
the Central government's three agri
laws till 3 pm.

‘Bharat Bandh’ gets
good response in AP 

‘Gulab’: Rescue & relief ops in full swing
PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

Even as cyclone ‘Gulab’ has left a
trail of destruction in North
Coastal AP, the Andhra Pradesh
government intensified its rescue
and relief operations in
Visakhapatnam, Srikakulam and
Vizianagaram districts on Monday.
All relief teams, including SDRF,
NDRF and State government
agencies, are participating in the
relief operations.

According to APEPDCL, 350
electric poles were uprooted and
the work is going on to replace
them in all three districts.

In a swift action, APEPDCL
officials restored power in the
entire North Coastal AP by
Monday evening. As some trans-
formers were severely damaged,
the officials are on the job to
restore them.

Severe damage was caused to
horticulture crops. Paddy crop
was submerged in rainwater at sev-
eral places in the region. The field-
level assessment would be done
from Tuesday onwards. 

With the help of the local youth
in all mandals of the three districts,
the administration has started
taking steps to clear the hurdles for
communication, road traffic and
also for power restoration.

The ministers, MLAs, MPs and
other political representatives have
swung into action to help the
‘Gulab’-affected families.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Chief Minister YS Jaganmohan
Reddy on Monday held a video
conference with the District
Collectors and other officials
over the impact of the Gulab
cyclone and directed them to
expedite relief measures in
affected areas besides announc-
ing an ex gratia of Rs 5 lakh to
the families of the deceased.

During the meeting held at the
camp office here, the Chief
Minister instructed the author-
ities to restore power as soon as
the rains subside and suggested
to keep monitoring the situation

every 30 minutes. 
He announced an ex gratia of

Rs 5 lakh to the families of the
deceased and said that Rs 1,000
should be given to each family
while returning home from relief
camps.

The CM directed the author-
ities to be empathetic towards
the public in the cyclone-affect-
ed areas and provide basic food
supplies for the affected people
and ensure quality food is being
given to those taking shelter in
the relief camps along with
proper medical care and safe
drinking water.

88 low-lying areas inundated
PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

All the three North Coastal districts
of AP – Srikakulam, Vizianagaram
and Visakhapatnam – have received
copious rain, thanks to ‘Gulab’
cyclone. Visakhapatnam district has
recorded 28 cm rainfall in six man-
dals while  in Vizianagaram and
Srikakulam districts recorded 20 cm
of rainfall.

The Pendurty, Pedagantyada,
Gajuwaka, Visakhapatnam rural and
Madhurawada mandals have received
28 cm of rainfall during the past 24
hours, according to Visakhapatnam
Collector Dr. A Mallikharjuna.

As many as 2,100 persons were
evacuated and after  normalcy was
restored, most of them returned
home. As many as 88 low-lying areas
have been inundated in
Visakhapatnam district including
the city. The NDRF and SDRF teams
have swung into action and arranged
the high-speed HP motors to flush
out the floodwaters.

Meanwhile, at all rescue centres in
Srikakulam and Vizianagaram dis-
tricts, the officials have arranged food
and other cyclone relief materials for
the affected people.

With the impact of the ‘G’ulab’
Cyclone, all the low-lying areas in
Visakhapatnam city including at
Pendurty, Old Town, Arilova and
other areas, the people suffered a lot
on Sunday night.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Chief Minister YS Jaganmohan
Reddy on Monday virtually
launched “Dharmapatham”, a
platform for art, culture and
health, at the Sri Durga
Malleswara Swamy temple in
Vijayawada. Later, TTD
Chairman YV Subba Reddy and
Executive Officer K S Jawahar
Reddy have invited Chief

Minister YS Jaganmohan Reddy
to attend Sri Venkateswara
Swami Bhrahmostavm of
Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams (TTD) in
Tirumala. Endowments Minister
Vellampalli Srinivas, Revenue
Principal Secretary
(Endowments) G  Vani Mohan
were present on the occasion.

PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

In a dramatic end to confusing
reports, two fishermen V
Nayakarao and B Mohanarao
belonging to Manchineellapeta
in Srikakulam district, who were
feared dead after their boat was
caught in the cyclone on Sunday
night, reached the shore in the
wee hours of Monday. However,
another fisherman P.Hemarao
(19) is still missing.

A six-member team of the
fishing community rushed to
Odisha to purchase a new
fishing boat and later returned
to Manchineellapeta of
Srikakulam district in the
morning hours of Sunday.

Then they ventured into the
sea in the new boat which
capsized in the sea. While three
persons reached home safely,
three others were reported
missing. Two of the three
missing fishermen were
reported dead by their
teammates who returned home. 

The same was officially
announced on Sunday night.
However, they both safely
reached the shore in
Srikakulam. 

PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

Thanks to the ‘Gulab’ cyclonic
storm, all water bodies in the
three districts have received
a d e qu ate  w ate r  i n
Visakhapatnam, Vizianagaram
and Srikakulam districts. All
re s e r voi rs ,  i n c lu d i ng
Thadipudi, Meghadrigedda ,
are up to the brim as they have
been receiving heavy inflows
f rom  Vams a d h ar a  and
Nagavali rivers in Srikakulam
districts.

As the catchments areas in
Odisha are witnessing heavy
rainfall, there is a flood threat
to  Sr i k a ku l am  and
Vizianagaram districts.

Meanwhile, after 48 hours of
continuous rain in the region,
all drains, canals and other
water bodies have been com-
pletely filled. As last reports
came in at 9 pm on Monday,
heavy rain is being experienc-
ing in the Agency areas of
Pa d e r u ,  S i t amp e t a  and
Parwathipuram of the North
Coastal Andhra Region.

T h e  h i l ly  are as  of
Vis a k hap at nam  c i t y  a l s o
received good water reserves
so much so that waterfalls
we re  a c t iv ate d  at  t he
S i m h a ch a l am  s t a i r w ay,
Ma d hav a d h ar a  and
Gangadhara.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Actor-turned-politician and
Janasena chief Pawan Kalyan
will take part in 'Srama Danam'
programme at two places -
Dowleswaram in East Godavari
district and Kothachevuru in
Anantapur district on Gandhi
Jayanti (October 2).

According to JSP of f ice
sources here on Monday, the
party  chief  would reach
Vijayawada on September 30.

Earlier, the meeting with the
party key leaders was scheduled
to be held on September 28 and
29. Later, it was postponed to
September 30 when party chief
Pawan Kalyan will hold a meet-
ing with party activists and on
October 1, a meeting will be held
with important party leaders
during field-level visits to every
constituency in the State for
Srama Danam programme.

On October 2, Pawan Kalyan
will take part in Srama Danam
(road repair work) at two vari-
ous places in the State. At 10 am,
he will participate in the road
repair work on the Cotton bar-
rage road that was badly dam-
aged in Dowleswaram. 

Earlier in 2018, Pawan Kalyan
took part in a rally on the same

road.
Later on the same day at 2 pm,

he will participate in the Srama
Danam programme in
Puttaparthi - Dharmavaram road
in Kothacheruvu panchayat in
Anantapur district.

On September 2, 3 and 4,
Jana Sena party chief Pawan
Kalyan called for the Srama
Danam programme and Jana
Sainiks and Veera Mahilas along
with activists and leaders to post
photos of bad roads on social
media through
#JSPFORAP_ROADS. Lakhs of
people tweeted from Ichapuram
to Anantapur and the plight of
the bad road condition reached
millions of people through the
digital movement.

CM reviews situation, announces
Rs 5L ex gratia to kin of deceased

Second cyclone to
hit AP in September
PNS n HYDERABAD

After nearly 16 years, a cyclone
struck Andhra Pradesh in the
month of September.

The last cyclonic storm to hit
Andhra Pradesh in September
was in 2005 when Cyclone ‘Pyaar’
made landfall about 20 km north-
east of Kalingapatnam. Incidentally,
Cyclone Gulab also made landfall
at almost the exact spot after 16
years.

Cyclone Gulab made landfall on
the coastline of Srikakulam district

with a speed of about 80 kmph and
gusting to 95km ph.

Thus, Cyclone Gulab became
the third cyclone in this century to
strike the east coast in September
along with Cyclone Pyaar and
Cyclone Daye that hit Odisha near
Gopalpur on September 21, 2018.

According to Skymet weather,
“The post-monsoon stormy season
commences from October and
goes on till December for the
Indian seas, both Bay of Bengal and
Arabian Sea. 

District Collector Dr. G. Mallikharjuna Rao on Monday inspecting the Visakhapatnam Airport
after it was inundated due to the 'Gulab'-induced downpour.

Vizag Int’l Airport flooded
VISAKHAPATNAM: As all water
bodies including Meghadrigedda
reservoir in the city have reached
their full capacity, the officials
opened the gates. With this, for the
first time in 10 years, the
floodwaters entered the
Visakhapatnam International Airport. 
However, there is no interruption for
flight operations. “After the
Meghadrigedda reservoir gates were
opened, the airport started receiving

the floodwaters. However, there
there was no disturbance to the
flight operations. On Monday, as per
schedule all the 15 take-offs and
landings of aircraft were operated
safely, K Srinivasa Rao, Director,
Visakhapatnam International Airport
told The Pioneer. 
Inconvenience was caused due to
floodwaters entering the airport but
it was overcome,” Rao added. 

2 fishermen
‘feared dead’
return home

Reservoirs
up to brim
in 3 districts

Pawan to take part in
‘Srama Danam’ on Oct 2 

CM launches platform
for art, culture & health 

Politicians-police nexus a new trend: SC
PNS n NEW DELHI

Terming alleged nexus between
politicians in power and the police
officers as the new trend in the coun-
try, the Supreme Court Monday
orally questioned as to why it should
protect such police officers in crim-
inal cases after the regime change.

The observations of the bench
headed by Chief Justice N V Ramana

came on an appeal of Gurjinder Pal
Singh, suspended Director of
Chhattisgarh Police Academy, who
has rushed to the top court seeking
protection from coercive action
after the Congress-led state govern-
ment lodged the third FIR against
him for an incident that had taken
place in 2016.

The bench, which sought
response of the state government

and protected him from any coer-
cive action concerning the third FIR
for three weeks, took note of the sub-
missions of senior advocate Vikas
Singh, appearing for the suspended
police officer, and said the proxim-
ity with the power leads to a situa-
tion, being faced by the petitioner
when others come at the helm.
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Naidu calls
upon TDP cadre
to help Gulab-
hit families in 
N Coastal AP
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VIJAYAWADA         447
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VISAKHAPATNAM 470
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CHICKEN 

RATES

Dressed/With Skin `254

Without Skin `274

Broiler at Farm `141

`̀//KKGG
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SNCN ACHARYULU

n HYDERABAD

IAS officers, especially the
ones serving as Chief
Secretaries, are as blue-eyed
boys of the Chief Ministers in
both Telugu states.

Telangana Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao and for-
mer Andhra Pradesh chief
minister N Chandrababu
Naidu set a new tradition by
giving posts to retired IAS offi-
cers, and this trend is being
followed by YS Jaganmohan
Reddy.

While KCR appointed Rajiv
Sharma and SK Joshi as
Advisors after their retire-
ment as Chief Secretaries,
Jagan appointed Nilam
Sawhney as State Election

commissioner (SEC) after her
superannuation.

Now, incumbent Chief
Secretary Aditya Nath Das
has been appointed
Government Advisor even
before his retirement. Das will
retire by the end of this month
and after he demits office as
Chief Secretary, he will be sta-
tioned at Delhi as Advisor to
Andhra Pradesh with Cabinet
rank.

Compared to IPS officers,
IAS officers are much more in
demand after their retirement.
Several Chief Secretaries in
both Telugu states have been
appointed as Advisors, but
very few DGPs have been
thus honoured.

At present, over ten IAS
officers have been given new

posts after their retirement in
both the Telugu States. Not
only new posts, Chief
Secretaries are given extension
of service ranging from three
to six months in their post,
with the permission of the
Union government, and later
given new assignments. This
obviously does not apply to all
Chief Secretaries - only those
in the good books of Chief
Ministers are bestowed such
an honour.

When asked why the gov-
ernments give new assign-
ments to IAS officers after
their retirement and not to IPS
officers, a senior IAS officer
said that the IAS officers have
a more 'better grip' on admin-
istration than their IPS coun-
terparts.

T
he greatness of my
country is that a tea
vendor is standing in

front of you to address this
august gathering, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
told the UN General
Assembly on Saturday.

India, which he described
as ‘mother of all democra-
cies’, has proven that unity in
diversity is possible, Modi
said. The only country home
to people speaking several
languages, different lifestyles
and food habits is India, he
said, adding that diversity
brings recognition to India.

For a tea vendor to contin-
ue in power for 20 years
without interruption – 13
years as Chief Minister of
Gujarat and seven years as
the Prime Minister– and
addressing the UN General
Assembly four times is a
wonder of democracy, he
said.

His speech in Hindi has
made every Indian feel

proud. Whenever Modi
addresses the global fora, he
never fails to praise India.

He cites achievements of
Indian intelligentsia and
touches upon valuable
preaching of poets and
philosophers to highlight
the greatness of the country.

Addressing the 76th
UNGA as the first speaker,
his 22-minutes-long speech
was punctuated with men-
tion of the greatness of India.
He stressed on the insepara-
ble link India has with the
rest of the world by saying
that the world develops only
if India develops and winds
of transformation blow
across the globe only if they
sweep across India.

Successes achieved by
India in science and technol-
ogy are useful to the world,
he declared, saying that the
country, in spite of having
limited resources, developed
the first DNA vaccine that is
administered to all those

over 12 years of age. The
country achieved major suc-
cess in this regard, he said.

Modi highlighted the suc-
cesses of India while assail-
ing the countr ies  that
encourage terrorism.

He called upon all nations
to stand against the coun-
tries that are likely to exploit
the sensitive situation in
Afghanistan to their selfish
advantage. He called for
safeguarding the seas –
which is the lifeline of inter-
national trade – so that they
are not against using them
for their expansionist ideas.

The whole world is aware

of  the countr ies  Modi
referred to.

If suitable action is not
taken at an appropriate time,
time will ensure the actions
fail, Modi said, quoting
Chanakya’s teachings from
375 BC.

The UN should also
improve its efficiency and
credibility, he announced.

“If one were to forge ahead
to cross hurdles in the way
of good deeds, the hurdles
will get removed automati-
cal ly,”  he  said quot ing
Ravindranath Tagore.

The three-day US tour of
Modi proceeded in tune with

his set objectives.
With the US withdrawing

its troops from Afghan soil,
the world is keenly observ-
ing the situation there. The
world is seeing Pakistan’s
efforts to promote terrorism
in Afghanistan to meet its
selfish goals. The superpow-
ers did not pay attention ear-
lier to India’s contention to
brand Pakistan as a terrorist
nation. But, the world can-

not forget the mayhem cre-
ated by terrorists
in the USA on
September 11,
20 years ago.

E v e n
Pakistani jour-
nalists were critical
of the attempts by
their countr y’s premier
Imran Khan to portray ter-
rorists in J&K as freedom
fighters.

Imran Khan’s contention
that former US President
Ronald Reagan invited
Mujahedeen to the White
House reduced him to a
laughing stock.

India dismissed Imran
Khan’s speech as worthless.
A 25-year-old woman Sneha
Dube who is working as
first secretary in UNO, rep-
resenting India, tore apart
the speech point by point.

She cornered Imran by
saying:  “Imranji ,  s top
spreading falsehoods about
India, which is home to mil-

lions of minorities who live
safely in the country.

First  you better
vacate the areas in
Pakistan-occupied-
Kashmir.”
H u m i l i a t i n g

Pakistan in front of the
world with the help of a
young woman diplomat is
part of India’s strategy.

During his three-day tour,
Modi held fruitful talks with
US President Joe Biden,
Vice-President  Kamala
Harris,  Australia Prime
Minister Scott Morrison and
Japan’s Premier Yoshiga
Suge.

He took part in the first
face-to-face meeting of
Quad countries.

Leaders of these coun-
tries held crucial delibera-
tions on the issues raised by
Modi in UNGA, including
China’s expansionist moves
and developments taking
place in Afghanistan.

The priority India got at

this meeting was not ordi-
nary. Partnering with India
on issues like terrorism,
expansionist ideas, drugs
and so on stands as an exam-
ple the priority India gets in
international issues.

Joe Biden declared that
the US would support India’s
bid for permanent member
status in the UN Security
Council and its entry into
the Nuclear Suppliers Group.
He praised Modi for extend-
ing strong leadership to the
Security Council in August
last.

It’s clear that Modi at the
age of 71 years, never tires as
he reviewed development
works like construction of
new Parliament House after
returning home from his
65-hour whirlwind tour.

Untiring Modi’s leader-
ship and his friendship with
several top leaders of the
world is indeed a matter of
pride for the people of the
country.

Y SATYA KUMAR 

BJP National Secretary 

TRULY 

SPEAKING

Modi took part in the first face-to-face
meeting of Quad countries. Leaders of these
countries held crucial deliberations on the
issues raised by India’s Prime Minister in
UNGA, including China's expansionist moves
and developments taking place in
Afghanistan.

Modi utilised the UNGA forum to tell the world of the greatness of India, again

IAS officers in AP, TS
have cake, eat it too

Continued from Page 1

This is what happens when
you are so close to the govern-
ment and do these things...you
have to pay back one day with
the interest. When you are
good with the government,
you extract money, when
another government comes
you have to pay back.

This is too much, why
should we grant protection to
such officers. This is a new
trend in the country. He
should go to jail, why should
the court protect these kinds of
officers, the bench said.

You are responsible for all
this nonsense. You go, surren-
der and get the regular bail,
said the bench, which also
comprised justices,Surya Kant
and Hima Kohli, at the outset.

The senior advocate said the
officers, who are honest and
upright and have outstanding
service records, needed to be
protected and Singh is one of

them against whom as many as
three FIRs have been lodged by
the government.

The fresh plea has been
filed seeking protection from
coercive action in an FIR
lodged on July 28 this year for
offences of extortion, criminal
intimidation under the IPC on
the complaint of one Kamal
Kumar Sen concerning an
alleged incident of 2016.

The court has now posted
the plea of Singh for further
hearing in the first week of
October and directed the apex
court registry to list his earli-
er two pleas as well together for
hearing.

Gurjinder Pal Singh, the
1994-batch IPS officer who
had served as the IG of Raipur,
Durg, and Bilaspur during the
earlier BJP rule, has been fac-
ing probe in as many as three
criminal cases.

The top court, on August 26
this year, had granted Singh
the protection from two crim-

inal cases of sedition and
amassing of disproportionate
assets.

It had termed as a disturb-
ing trend the filing of sedition
cases in the country against
political opponents after the
regime change.

Singh was initially booked
in the disproportionate assets
case following raids at his
premises by the state's Anti-
Corruption Bureau (ACB) and
Economic Offences Wing
(EOW).

Another case of sedition
was invoked against him later
on the grounds of his alleged
involvement in promoting
enmity and hatching a conspir-
acy against the government.

The state government is
represented by lawyer Sumeer
Sodhi.

According to the police, the
documents recovered during
the ACB/EOW raids revealed
that Singh was allegedly
involved in promoting enmi-

ty and hatching a conspiracy
against the established govern-
ment and public representa-
tives and was booked under
sedition charges.

Singh was booked under
IPC sections 124-A (sedition)
and 153-A (promoting enmi-
ty between different groups on
grounds of religion, race, place
of birth, residence, language,
etc) of the IPC at Raipur's City
Kotwali Police Station.

He has sought the case be
handed over to the CBI or
other independent agencies
to ensure a fair probe.

The director of the state
police academy was suspend-
ed on July 5 after the
ACB/EOW, on June 29, regis-
tered an FIR under the
Prevention of Corruption Act
in connection with the dispro-
portionate assets he had
allegedly amassed.

The ACB/EOW, which car-
ried a three-day search at
around 15 locations linked to

Singh from July 1 to 3, claimed
to have discovered movable
and immovable assets worth
around Rs 10 crore.

During the raid at the offi-
cial residence of Singh, torn
pieces of paper were also found
from the backyard of the
house. When the pieces were
rearranged, serious and sensi-
tive contents were found to be
written and typed on it, the
FIR said.

These papers contained
objectionable comments
against leaders of reputed
political parties along with
detailed plans of conspiracy.
Besides, secret assessments
related to representatives and
candidates of different assem-
bly constituencies along with
comments on serious issues of
the concerned area were also
written. The papers contained
critical comments on several
government schemes, policies,
social and religious issues , it
said.

Politicians-police nexus a new trend: SC...

PNS n NEW DELHI

The cumulative number of
Covid vaccine doses admin-
istered in the countr y
crossed 86 crore on
Monday, the Union health
ministry said.

More than 88 lakh
(88,98,560) vaccine doses
have been administered till
7 pm, it said.

The daily vaccination
tally is expected to increase
with the compilation of the
final reports for the day by
late night , the ministry
said.

The vaccination exercise
as a tool to protect the most
vulnerable population
groups in the country from
COVID-19 continues to be
regularly reviewed and
monitored at the highest
level, it said.

The countrywide vacci-
nation drive was rolled out
on January 16 with health-
care workers getting inocu-
lated in the first phase. The
vaccination of frontline
workers started from
February 2.

The next phase of
COVID-19 vaccination
commenced from March 1
for people over 60 years of
age and those aged 45 and
above with specified co-
morbid conditions.

The country launched
vaccination for all people
aged more than 45 years
from April 1.

The government then
decided to expand its vacci-
nation drive by allowing
everyone above 18 to be
vaccinated from May 1.

India’s Covid
vax coverage
crosses 86 cr

Pawan to take part in ‘Srama Danam’...

2 fishermen
‘feared dead’
return...
Continued from Page 1

Naval teams and other res-
cue personnel are search-
ing for another person
who is still missing.

Meanwhile, an 8-year-
old boy and a woman died
due to ‘Gulab’ cyclone in
Visakhapatnam city.

According to informa-
tion, the boy was electro-
cuted in the Vepagunta
area after he came in con-
tact with the power lines.

In another incident, in
Pendurty area, a 48-year-
old woman died on the
spot in a landslide.

CM reviews situation,
announces Rs 5L ex
gratia to kin of...
Continued from Page 1

He instructed the authorities
to set up more relief camps in
the places necessary and told
them to set up medical camps
in flood prone areas to help
affected families and supply
clean drinking water through
tankers as water sources
could be contaminated due to
rains.

He asked the officials to
clear water from inundated
areas of Visakhapatnam city
through pumping system.

The CM directed the offi-
cials to prepare the report on
the enumeration of crop
damage in a generous man-
ner and provide immediate
relief to farmers. Also, the
officials were told to be on
high alert as Odisha is also
experiencing heavy rains,

which could lead to flash
floods.

He ordered the authorities
to move those residing in the
riverside areas of Vamsadhara
and Nagavali to relief camps
and monitor the water levels
in the reservoirs. He said
that by the grace of God, the
Gulab cyclone was not as
severe as Hudhud or Titli.

Meanwhile,  Chief
Secretary Adityanath Das,
who was monitoring the sit-
uation from Visakhapatnam,
explained that in some areas
the winds were blowing at a
speed of 80-90 km/hr. Trees
were uprooted in some places
but were cleared immediate-
ly. Also, all highways are
clear. He said that people
were evacuated to safer areas
and relief measures are in full
swing in Visakhapatnam city.

Cabinet aspirants
anxious as CM...
Continued from Page 1

This period would be complet-
ed by November this year and
aspirants are now getting eager
for an elevation. There are
also many 'loyal' leaders who
were ignored in the first half of
the five-year term and have
been patiently biding their
time.

The list of aspirants include,
Tamminei Sitaram and
Dharmana Prasad Rao from
Srikakulam, Kolagatla
Veerabhadhra Swamy and P
Rajanan Dora from
Vizianagaram, Gudivada
Amarnath, Karanam
Dharmasri and Budi Mutyala
Naidu from Vizag, Dadisetty
Raja, Ponnada Venkata Satish
and Nagulapalli Dhana
Lakshmi from East Godavari,
Mudunuri Prasad Raju, Kottu
Satyanarayana, Grandhi
Srinivas from West Godavari,

Kolusu Parthasarathy, Jogi
Ramesh, Vasantha Krishna
Prasad, Samineni Udaya Bhanu
and Meka Venkata Pratap Rao
from Krishna district, Ambati
Rambabu, Kona Raghupathi,
Pinnelli Ramakrishna Reddy
and Mohammed Mustafa from
Guntur district, Nallapureddy
Prasanna Kumar Reddy,
Kakani Govardhan Reddy,
Anam Ramanarayan Reddy
and Kiliveti Sanjeevaiah from
Nellore, Chevireddy Bhaskar
Reddy and RK Roja from
Chittoor, Korumutla
Sreenivasulu, Gadikota
Srikantha Reddy and C
Ramachandraiah from Kadapa,
Anantha Venkataram Reddy,
Thopudurthy Prakash Reddy
and Usha Sree Charan from
Anantapur as well as Silpa
Chakarpani Reddy from
Kurnool.

It would be interesting to see
who makes it to the final list.

Second cyclone...
Continued from Page 1

Accordingly, very few storms
form in September, the fag
end of the southwest mon-
soon season. 

In that, striking Andhra
Pradesh coastline is rarer, as
the storms normally head
for the Odisha coast”.

From 2015 to 2017, no
storm hit Andhra Pradesh
and Odisha coast. However,
the next two successive years,
2018 and 2019, powerful
cyclones lashed the east coast.
In 2018, very severe cyclonic
storm Titli hit near Palasa in
Srikakulam district on
October 11.

Cyclone Gulab has since
weakened to a deep depres-
sion and was heading west-
wards on Monday. It is like-
ly to weaken further and
move across Odisha,
Telangana and Maharashtra.

Skymet weather predicted
that heavy rains will gradual-
ly leave Andhra Pradesh and
shift to over Telangana,
Vidarbha and Marathwada.

‘Bharat Bandh’...
Continued from Page 1

Congress State president Dr S
Sailajanath here on Monday
said that the BJP was imple-
menting anti farmers, workers
and anti-people policies and
demanded that the Central
government cancel all the three
‘anti-farmer’ laws.

The Gulab cyclone has
helped the Bharat Bandh called
by the Left parties in the north
coastal districts. As all the
political parties, including
YSRCP,   supported the bandh
and continuous heavy rain,
caused by Gulab Cyclone, life
came to a standstill in the entire
North Coastal region. Except
in a very few areas, auto-rick-
shaws also completely went off
the roads in the region. Pan
shops, restaurants, street ven-
dors, tea shops, hotels and
major business establishments
remained closed till evening.

Due to continuous down-
pour till evening, traders shut
down operations.  All city and
route buses were confined to
the depots and as Covid-19
restrictions are still in force in
the night time, the Transport
department has made arrange-
ments for limited services on
Monday.

CM launches
platform for
art, culture...
Continued from Page 1

Endowments  Minister
Vellampalli Srinivas, along
with Sri Durga Malleswara
Swamy Varla Devasthanam
EO D Bramaramba have
met Chief Minister YS
Jaganmohan Reddy at his
camp office and invited
him to offer traditional silk
robes to Goddess Durga
on behalf of the govern-
ment during the dasara fes-
tival.

Jagan was also invited to
attend Dasara celebrations
at  Sr i  Bhramaramba
Mall iakar juna Swamy
Devasthanam in Srisailam.

Vizag Int’l
Airport
flooded
Continued from Page 1

Deploying special teams,
the  Greater
Visakhapatnam Municipal
Corporation (GVMC) has
intensif ied the rescue
operations to pump the
floodwaters from the low-
lying areas, particularly
in the Old City. All senior
officials, MLAs, Ministers,
MPs and other newly-
elected local body repre-
sentatives monitored the
rescue and rehabilitation
works in their respective
areas.

Continued from Page 1

Pawan Kalyan asked the
State government to repair
the roads to some extent and
if the government does not
respond on October 2, on
the occasion of Gandhi

Jayanti, he would take part in
the Srama Danam pro-
gramme. 

Pawan Kalyan made it
clear that the Janasena
activists would take part in
road repair works.

618 new
Covid 
cases in AP
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh reported
618 fresh cases of coron-
avirus on Monday and six
fatalities.

In 24 hours ending 9 am
on Monday, 1,178 infected
people recovered, a health
department bulletin said.

The total COVID-19 pos-
itives touched
2 0 , 4 7 , 4 5 9 ,
recoveries
2 0 , 2 0 , 8 3 5
and deaths
14,142, it
said.

The number of
active cases fell down to
12,482. Chittoor reported
122 and SPS Nellore 100
fresh cases in 24 hours.  Six
districts registered new cases
in double digits and another
five in single digits in a day.

Krishna reported two
fresh COVID-19 deaths,
while Chittoor, East
Godavari, Kadapa and SPS
Nellore had one each.

Rain, cyclone alerts
force BCCI to delay
domestic season
PNS n NEW DELHI

The start of India's domestic
season has been delayed by
two days with the Under-19
events for boys and girls
pushed back to September 30
due to a cyclone alert in south
Odisha and north Andhra
Pradesh coasts.

The U19 Boys Vinoo
Mankad Trophy and U19 Girls
One-Day tournament was
scheduled to begin on Tuesday
across seven venues.

Heavy rain is expected in
Hyderabad and
Bhubaneshwar, that are among
host cities for the matches
along with Indore, Vizag,
Surat, Rajkot and Nagpur.

"Owing to the incessant
rain and the cyclone alert
issued by MET, the BCCI is
compelled to postpone the
start of the group stage from
28.09.2021 to 30.09.2021,"
wrote Dhiraj Malhotra, BCCI
General Manager -- Game

Development --- in his letter
to the seven host associations.

Following this change in
schedule, there will be no rest
days and all matches will be
played back-to-back from
September 30 to October 4.

"There will be no change to
the knockout stage and venue.
This decision has been taken
to ensure that all the matches
are played and there is no loss
due to the inclement weather.

"Keeping the upcoming ICC
Under 19 World Cup 2022 in
mind, we need to ensure that
the players get maximum
opportunity and exposure to
showcase their talent and
make an earnest effort to be
selected for the country," he
wrote.

The last domestic season
was hit by COVID-19 with
Ranji Trophy cancelled for
the first time ever in 87 years
history of the tournament
while the age groups were
also not held.
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Leader of the Opposition N
Chandrababu Naidu on Monday
stressed the need for extending
immediate help to the people
who were affected in the latest
heavy rains under the impact of
cyclone Gulab in the State.

Naidu said that North Andhra
and many places in South
Coastal districts were inundat-
ed with rainwater. Thousands of
people became homeless. Heavy
rains were still lashing some
areas. Crops were damaged
badly due to strong, gusty winds
under the influence of the
cyclone.

In a statement here, the TDP

chief called upon the party cadre
and leaders to come to the res-
cue of the displaced and affect-
ed people in the cyclonic rains.
They should provide essential
commodities to needy families.
Wherever necessary, the affect-
ed families in low-lying and
inundated localities should be
shifted to safer places. Help and

assistance should be extended to
the cyclone-hit families in every
way possible.

Chandrababu Naidu said that
the government should remain
alert and initiate timely measures
in view of the damage caused by
the Gulab cyclone.

Steps should be initiated to

rescue the people residing in the
low-lying areas in Vizianagaram,
Srikakulam and Visakhapatnam
districts. Immediate measures
should be taken to ensure an
uninterrupted supply of power.
Advance steps should be taken
to prevent losses and damage to
the people.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

As the turf war between
Rajahmundry MP Margani
Bharath and Rajanagaram
MLA, Kapu Corporation
Chairman, Jakkampudi Raja
has reached a crescendo and
both started airing their opin-
ions against each other open-
ly YSRCP central leadership
has summoned them to
Tadepalli.

It is reliably learnt that
TTD Chairman and party
incharge for East Godavari
district YV Subba Reddy is
expected to talk and discuss

with both Bharath and Raja on
the ongoing tussle and try for
truce.

Both Bharath and Raja are
considered important for
YSRCP with their caste back-
ground in the politically  sen-
sitive area like both Godavari
districts.  While Bharath
belongs to BCs, that forms
major chunk of votes, Raja
comes from a strong and influ-
ential Kapu community.

Tussle between them has
turned  a headache for party
leadership. While the party
leadership would want to tread
cautiously on the issue without

harming anyone’s interests it
would be interesting to see how
the issue will be resolved.

Most importantly both are
seen as youth icons in their

respective communities even as
the party and politics as a
whole is transitioning to a new
generation.  Raja comes from
a strong political family and

been associated with chief min-
ister YS Jaganmohan Reddy
since long. Raja’s father was
very close to Jagan’s  late father
YS  Rajasekhar Reddy and
also served as a minister in his
cabinet.

Jagan, while putting aside
several other BC candidates,
picked Bharath, as he is a
young leader to contest from
Rajahmundry Lok Sabha seg-
ment in 2019 polls.

It is learnt that both Bharath
and Raja were indulged in
high intensity turf war for
dominance on Rajahmundry
town.

The issue had gone to such
an extent that Bharath believed
to have  went  and consoled a
family of a lecture, a TDP
sympathiser who was attacked
by a group reportedly affiliat-
ed to Raja.  In a retort Raja has
openly accused Bharath of
working with TDP against the
interests of YSRCP.  

These charges Bharath
denied in a press conference
recently. Amidst such a charged
atmosphere YSRCP central
leadership has swung  into
action so that things don’t slip
out of hands and the issue don’t
escalate.

Margani-Jakkampudi turf war reaches Tadepalli

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The Bharat bandh call given by
the Samyuktha Kishan Sangh
and supported by the all oppo-
sition parties demanding the
Union government to repeal
the three controversial agricul-
tural laws, evoked good
response in the coastal AP and
Rayalaseema districts on
Monday as the bandh was a
success, total and passed off
peacefully.

In Kakinada, all the com-
mercial establishments, educa-
tional institutions, petrol filling
stations remained closed while
all business activists came to
halt in Kakinada and
Rajahmundry cities and also in
other towns.  The APSRTC
buses went off the road as the
state government announced
its support to the bandh. The
CPI, CPI (M), Congress,
CITUC, CITU and AITUC
leaders participated in the
bandh appealing to the post
office, banks and other Central
government offices to partici-
pate in the bandh. All the
main thoroughfares wore a

deserted look. The bandh went
off peacefully without any
untoward incident anywhere,
police said.

In Guntur, the bandh was
complete and peaceful. Barring
the rain, the Left party activists
led by their leaders enforced
the bandh. All Central and
state government offices, com-
mercial establishments, mirch
yard and banks remained
closed. The Left party activists
took out a massive rally from
Shankar Vilas centre to Lodge
centre in which former MLA
M A Gafhur, MLC K S
Lakshmana Rao and CPI state
deputy secretary Muppalla
Nageswara Rao participated. 

In Kurnool district, the
bandh was complete and peace-
ful. All business activities came
to an end as all commercial
establishments and education-
al institutions remained closed
while the APSRTC buses were
off the road. The farmers sup-
ported by leaders of various
political parties took out a rally
with bullock carts at Kodumur
village and the activists took out
a two-wheeler rally in Kurnool

enforcing the bandh. The Left
party leaders organised darnas
in Nandyala at Gandhi chowk
and Srinivasa centres enforcing
the bandh.

In Anantapur, all shopping
complexes and commercial
establishments’ voluntarily
closed while educational insti-
tutions declared a holiday
today. The petrol filling stations
did not function while govern-
ment officials were also closed.
Protest demonstrations were
organised against the three
farm laws on Kadiri national
highway. Similar protests were
organised in Dharmavaram
also in the district.

In Nellore, the bandh was a
success and peaceful as normal
life was thrown out of gear as
all activities came to a halt due
to bandh. Telugu Desam party
activists took out a motorcycle
rally extending support to the
farmers. The rally began at
Nartaki centre and reached the
Atmakur bus stand centre. A
rally with bullock carts was also
organised in Udayagiri. The
agitators took out a rally in
Atmakur enforcing the bandh.

The organisers demanded the
Centre to repeal the laws.

The Bharat Bandh evoked
contrasting responses in the
Chittoor district on Monday.
The bandh was a success and
passed off peacefully. There
was mild tension at Tirupati
railway station as the CPM and
CPI protestors squatted on the
tracks. Holding flags of their
respective organizations, the
protestors reached the railway
station for rail rook where the
police arrested them.

The Government offices in
the district remained closed
and APSRTC buses restricted
to bus depots. However, no
emergency service was stalled
during the bandh. All commer-
cial establishments and educa-
tional institutions remained
closed. Leaders and workers of
non BJP parties, trade unions
and people’s organizations
staged protests in support of
the demand of farmers. They
organized rail rook, road
blockade and took out rallies.
The bandh was also a success
and peaceful in West Godavari
and Prakasam district. 

Bharat Bandh evokes good
response, ends peacefully

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

In an interesting develop-
ment, the YS Jaganmohan
Reddy government has
moved a proposal to appoint
a former president of AP
Non-Gazetted Officers’
Association, N
Chandrasekhar Reddy, as
government advisor on
employees services matters.

He has recently retired
from service upon superan-
nuation. The Chief Minister’s
Office on Monday wrote a
letter to the principal secre-
tary (political) in the General
Administration Department
seeking to appoint
Chandrasekhar Reddy as the
advisor to the government on
employees’ service matters. 

Necessary proposals would
be circulated to the CMO for
issuance of orders appointing
Chandrasekhar Reddy as the
advisor in a day or two, the
CMO note said. With this
appointment  Chandrasekhar
Reddy will join the long list
of advisors the government
has appointed after  YSRCP
came to power in June 2019.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Chief Minister YS Jaganmohan
Reddy has directed the officials
to implement the best practices
in temples across the State,
from online system to prepa-
ration of quality ‘prasadam’,
being enforced  in TTD, in
other temples as well.

During a review meeting
held on endowments depart-
ment at camp office here on
Monday, the Chief Minister
instructed the officials to
ensure no scope for corruption
in the department and said it
can be achieved by introducing
online system in temples. 

He said donors can con-
tribute to any of the temples
online and added to display
boards with details of methods
and procedures of online sys-
tem. He instructed the officials
to ensure that donations are
used for the development of
temples and not diverted for
other causes. He said the sys-
tem in other temples should be
similar to that of TTD.

The Chief Minister said rev-
enue from temples should be
spent on development of tem-
ple ensuring no corruption
and added to focus on regular
maintenance of temples. For
the first time, the state govern-
ment has been spending near-
ly Rs 70 crore for development
works at Kanaka Durga temple.

He instructed the officials to
focus on quality of accommoda-
tion and prasadam at temples.
He instructed the officials to
introduce the process of making
laddus in Tirumala to other tem-
ples also. He said to complete the
formation of committees in
temples so that monitoring of
temples could be increased.

He said to prepare master
plans for all temples and added
to prepare action plans for

development of other major
temples including Srisailam.

The chief minister instruct-
ed the officials to create aware-
ness and provide training to
temples Executive Officers on
TTD maintenance practices
and said quality standards
should be followed in mainte-

nance of temples and added to
identify infrastructure prob-
lems and changes to be brought
in temples and focus on them.

He said auditing in temples
should be transparent and
directed the officials to take help
of TTD for digitization process
like online booking, kiosks,

QR code payments, online
room booking system etc. He
instructed the officials to con-
duct survey and geo tag for tem-
ple lands to protect them.

He said the State govern-
ment had installed over 47,000
CCTV cameras in about
18,000 temples for security
and instructed the officials to
install CCTVs at all temples.
He instructed the officials to
appoint an SP level officer for
vigilance and security in the
endowments department.

He said the state government
has quashed retirement of
hereditary priests and it will be
implemented to the rest as well
and added that the salaries of
the priests were also increased.
He directed the officials to
focus on allotting house sites to
the priests.

CM asks officials to implement best
practices in temples across the State

60.3 mm 333 mm to rainfall

recorded in 6 districts of AP
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The port city Visakhapatnam received rainfall of
about 30 cm during the last 24 hours under the
cyclone Gulab impact on Monday. According to
IMD data, rainfall ranging from 60.3 mm to 333
mm was recorded in over 450 places spread over
Srikakulam, Vizianagaram, Visakhapatnam, East
Godavari, West Godavari and Krishna districts in
the last 24 hours. Guntur and Prakasam districts
received up to 7.5 mm rainfall while SPS Nellore and
the four Rayalaseema districts received up to 2.4 mm
of rain, according to the State Disaster Management
Authority. In Vizianagaram district, agricultural crops in
13,122 hectares and horticultural crops in 291 hectares
were damaged, according to the Collector A Surya
Kumari. On the other hand, several mandals, including
Vijayawada, received heavy to extremely heavy rainfall
under the influence of cyclone storm Gulab. Krishna

district has been receiving heavy rainfall since the wee
hours of Monday. Several areas and roads were
waterlogged for hours and normal life has been hit by
the downpour. Several mandals, including Vijayawada,
received heavy to extremely heavy rainfall. According to
the India Meteorological Department, the Vijayawada-
Gannavaram station recorded 108 mm rainfall until
8.30 am on Monday. During the same period, G
Konduru mandal recorded 178 mm rainfall, according
to the rainfall data by the district administration.
Bapulapadu mandal recorded 103.2 mm rainfall and
Veerulapadu mandal received 92.6 mm rainfall.
Gampalagudem, Nuzvid, Ibrahimpatnam, Vatsavai,
Reddigudem and Mandavalli mandals recorded more
than 70 mm rainfall. Vijayawada rural and urban
mandals recorded around 35mm rainfall. The district
received an average of 44.4mm rainfall at 8.30 am on
Monday. A holiday has been declared for schools due
to the bandh.

Naidu calls upon TDP cadre to help
Gulab-hit families in N Coastal AP

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

VIT-AP University has started
student clubs for Indian lan-
guages in the current academ-
ic year. These clubs help stu-
dents to learn about the tradi-
tions and grandeur of lan-
guages and to unleash students'
linguistic talents. Student clubs
for Tamil, Telugu, Hindi,
Malayalam, Bengali, etc., have

been started. Semmozhi Tamil
Mandram, the Tamil language
club was started to learn the
heritage, culture, and history of
the Tamil language and to pre-
sent the culture of Tamil to the
world.

Poet Niranjan Bharathi has
graced the occasion as chief
guest. He is a Poet, Lyricist,
Great Great-grandson of
Mahakavi Subramania Bharati

(Freedom fighter and great
Poet), Online Tamil teacher,
Orator, Youtuber.

He delivered the chief guest
address in the inaugural func-
tion. Poet Niranjan Bharathi
spoke about the antiquity and
history of the Tamil language
and the great work done by
Mahakavi Bharati to bring the
Tamil language to the world.
He encouraged students to

learn Tamil literature.
Dr CLV Sivakumar,

Registrar of the University
presided over the function and
delivered the keynote address.
Dr Sudhakar Ilango, faculty
coordinator has welcomed the
gathering and introduced the
office bearers of Semmozhi
Tamil Mandram. The president
of the club Siranjeeve orga-
nized this event.

PNS n AMARAVATI

Assuring that no injustice will
be done to the contract lectur-
ers, Minister for Education
Adimulapu Suresh said that a
good number of grant-in-aid
educational institutions have
come forward to give up their
grant-in-aid status by handing
over the staff and a few institu-
tions have agreed to give their
assets along with the staff.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here on Monday, the min-
ister stated that the govern-
ment’s intention is to provide
quality education to the students
without laying any burden on
their families. Although the
welfare schemes like Amma
Vodi, Vidya Deevena, Vasati
Deevena are being provided
even to those studying in grant-
in-aid institutions, the enroll-
ment was not increased and
failed to deliver the results.

In regard to this, the govern-
ment had set up a committee to
study the situation and had
given its report to the govern-
ment. Based on the report, to
address the issue Chief Minister
YS Jagan Mohan Reddy has
given three options to those

institutions either to voluntar-
ily withdraw from grant-in-aid
benefits or hand over the assets
to the government or run them
as private institutions. With
this, out of the 133 degree col-
leges, 125 managements, almost
93 percent have come forward
to hand over their grant-in-aid
status and assign staff to the gov-
ernment. Additionally, 5-7 insti-

tutions have voluntarily agreed
to give their assets to the gov-
ernment along with the staff.

Similarly, out of 122 junior
colleges, 103 colleges have come
forward to hand over their
grant-in-aid status and five
institutions have voluntarily
agreed to give their assets to the
government along with the
staff. As far as grant-in-aid
schools are concerned, 1276
schools have agreed to give up
their status and 100 schools have
agreed to give the assets and
staff to the government. The
minister said that if anyone can't
run their institution, the depart-
ment will run it as a government
school and assured that no
school will be shut.

Further, he stated that the
problems of contract lecturers
were ignored by the previous
government, but the current
government will take steps to
provide job security to contract
lecturers and thus constituted a
committee to study the possibil-
ities. Contract lecturers need not
have to worry about their jobs,
as the government is commit-
ted to strengthening the govern-
ment institutions, unlike the
previous government.

‘Many institutions came forward
to give up grant-in-aid status’

APNGO 
leader to be
appointed as
Govt Advisor

VIT-AP starts Tamil Language Club
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TDP former MP Konakalla
Narayana on Monday strongly
criticised Chief Minister Y.S.
Jaganmohan Reddy for not
changing his stand on
Amaravati even though the
farmers, coolies, women and
youth were continuing their
agitation for the past 650 days.

Konakalla Narayana asserted
that the farmers sacrificed their
ancestral lands only for the sake
of giving their help to the noble
cause of building a great Capital
city for the betrayed people of
residual Andhra Pradesh. CM
Jagan Reddy should remember
how he gave his total approval
for Amaravati by making a
statement in the House in his
capacity as the opposition leader
at that time. After coming to
power, the CM changed his
stand only to promote his self-
ish interests.

Addressing a press conference
here, the TDP leader said that
ultimately, the YSRCP
Government would have to
bend its neck and bow before the
relentless agitation of the
Amaravati farmers. Never before
in the history of any country, the
farmers came forward to give
34,000 acres for a Capital city
project. The ruling YSRCP lead-
ers should wake up from their
dreams and realise that it would
not be possible to destroy
Amaravati. Even the Supreme
Court had ruled out the insid-
er trading allegations in the
Capital city project.

Konakalla Narayana said that
the Supreme Court had clearly
said that just 128 acres transac-
tions took place prior to the
announcement of the location of
Amaravati Capital city. This was
a minuscule thing when com-
pared to a massive project like
constructing a Capital city. At least

now, the Chief Minister should
take a relook at his policies and
start thinking along logical terms.
The 3 Capitals decision was
undoubtedly a destructive plan,
which had already disrupted the
overall development of the State.
Without a strong Capital city, AP
would have no future.

The TDP leader recalled how
the Amaravati protesters have
been agitating night and day for
the past 650 days. Their fighting
spirit was unmatched in that
they were braving persecution,
false cases, fake arrests and lathi

charges. Women protesters were
put through lots of humiliation
and harassment. CM Jagan
should not forget that the AP
people had to come back to their
home place with nothing in his
hands and with no Capital city.
At such a critical time, the TDP
regime came out with a vision-
ary plan to build a Capital that
would be the AP people's pride.

The former MP said that if
the Chandrababu plans were
continued, over 15 lakh jobs
would have been created in AP
by now. The industrialists and
investors had no trust and no
respect for the present Chief
Minister of AP. As a result, it was
the people who suffered badly
but not the ruling YSRCP lead-
ers. CM Jagan was only think-
ing along selfish lines of promot-
ing his own and his party lead-
ers' interests while the people
were made to lead uncertain and
difficult lives.

Capital city farmers' stir crossed 650 days

CM has given three
options to institutions
either to voluntarily
withdraw from grant-in-
aid benefits or hand
over the assets to the
govt or run them as
private institutions.

PNS n ELURU

As many as 40 bus passen-
gers, travelling in a private lux-
ury bus, had a miraculous
escape when it overturned at
Y Junction at Badampudi vil-
lage in Unguturu mandal on
National HighWay on the
night of Sunday.

The private bus was going to
Srikakulam from Vijayawada
when the mishap occurred.
The driver of the bus was

unable to control the vehicle
while taking a turn resulting in
the bus overturned on the
road. As many as 20 bus pas-
sengers suffered minor
injuries. Since it was raining
when the accident took place,
the bus passengers stood on
the road drenching in the
rain. Ambulances from
Tadepalligudem and Ungaturu
rushed to the accident site and
provided treatment to the
injured.

Close shave for 
40 bus passengers 

The cadre should provide essential
commodities to needy families.
Wherever necessary, the affected
families in low-lying and inundated
localities should be shifted to safer
places. 
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PNS n TIRUPATI

The Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams (TTD) is gearing
up for the nine-day annual fes-
tival of ‘Sri Venkateswara Swamy
Salakatla Brahmotsavams’
scheduled to be conducted
between October 7 and 15.

This year too, the TTD has
decided to conduct the nine-day
religious festival on a silent
note, with no pilgrim participa-
tion due to the prevailing Covid
pandemic.

The annual festival will com-
mence with ‘Dhwajarohanam’
(hoisting of the celestial temple
flag), marking the commence-
ment of the Brahmotsavams
will be conducted in Meena
Lagnam between 5.10 pm and
5.30 pm on October 7. As part
of the ‘Brahmotsavams’,
‘Vahana Sevas’ will be held daily
in the morning from 9 am to 10
am and in the evening between
7 pm and 9 pm within the tem-
ple premises.

The details of other Vahana

Sevas are Chinna Sesha and
Hamsa (October 8), ‘Simha and
Muthyapu Pandiri’ (October 9),
‘Kalpa Vruksha and Sarva
Bhupala’ (October 10), ‘Mohini
Avataram’, ‘Garuda Seva’ (October
11), ‘Hanumantha’, ‘Gaja’ (October
12), ‘Surya Prabha’ and ‘Chandra
Prabha’ (October 13), ‘Sarva
Bhupala’ in place of ‘Rathotsavam’
which will not be held due to
Covid restrictions and ‘Aswa’
(14). On the concluding day,
‘Pallaki Utsavam’ and ‘Tiruchi
Utsavam’ will be held from 8 am

to 11 am followed by ‘Chakra
Snanam’ at ‘Ayina Mahal’ in the
shrine, marking the end of the
nine-day ‘Utsavam’ with
‘Dhwajavarohanam’ later in the
night. ‘Snapana Thirumanjanam’
to the processional deities will be
performed on selective days dur-
ing the ‘Brahmotsavams’. 

The TTD authorities said
that the participation in this
mega religious fete is limited
only to the temple staff and tem-
ple priests this year too in wake
of the Covid pandemic.

‘Salakatla Brahmotsavams’ sans pilgrim participation

PNS n TIRUPATI

Chittoor District Collector M
Harinaryana instructed the
Ward/Village Secretariat staff
to enter their service activities
and data in the registers regu-
larly and instructed them to
hold the ‘Spandana’ pro-
gramme every day from 3 pm
to 5 pm.  The Collector partic-
ipated in the ‘Spandana’ pro-
gramme organised at the
District Collectorate in
Chittoor on Monday.

Addressing the officials, the
Collector said the biometric sys-
tem must be followed in the
Ward/Village Secretariats and
the staff must enter the details of
service activities in the official

records. The petitioners thronged
the Collectorate to present peti-
tions wearing face mask.

The District Collector has
made it mandatory for the
petitioners to strictly wear face
masks for submitting the peti-
tions and instructed the offi-
cials to solve the petitioners’

issues within a week.
Joint Collector P Rajababu

(Revenue), V Veera Brahmam
(Development), Venkateswarlu
(Housing) and Rajasekhar
(welfare) besides District
Revenue Officer N Murali and
other officials were present at
the Spandana.

Secretariat staff asked to make
entries in service registers

Heavy rain batters EG, WG districts
PNS n ELURU

The heavy downpour, under
the influence of the cyclonic
storm Gulab, wreaked havoc
in West Godavari and East
Godavari districts on Monday.

The downpour began in
the early hours on Monday
and continued for about four
hours disrupting normal life
badly in the West Godavari,
East Godavari and Krishna
districts. Several residential
localities inundated in knee
deep water while crops in
thousands of acres submerged
in the water.

According to off icial
sources, about 96 mm rainfall
was recorded in 20 mandals in
WG district. Heavy down-
pour lashed Eluru, Palakollu,
Narasapuram, Polavaram,
Buttayagudem and
Koyyalagudem mandals.
Many streams, canals and
nalas received heavy inflows
due to heavy rains in the
catchment areas.

Paddy and groundnut crops
submerged in rainwater. Tress
and electrical poles were
uprooted at several places due
to winds resulting in several
villages being plunged into
darkness due to power failures. 

Since the road at Aadamilli
village was damaged due to
overflowing of water, the road
connectivity to several villages
in Kamarkota mandal was cut
off. The Suddhivagu, Jaihind
canal, Jalleru stream,
Ashwaraopet stream and
Regulakuta kalva were in spate
with heavy inflow and the flood
water was overflowing on road
disrupting vehicular traffic from
Jangareddygudem to some
agency villages. The Tammileru
and Yerrakalva rivulets were
receiving heavy inflows.

The Tammileru reservoir at
Jangareddygudem was receiv-
ing 600 cusecs of water and
the officials lifted three crust

gates to release the flood water
to the downstream.

District Collector Karitikeya
Mishra reviewed the situation
with the RDOs and other offi-
cials virtually. 

He said that a toll free num-
ber 18002331077 was set up in
the collectorate. He directed
the officials to be on high alert
in the wake of the heavy rains
that occurred in the district
under the influence of cyclone.

The Collector directed them
to set up relief camps to shift
the people living low lying
areas and set up medical
camps to provide medical
treatment to the victims. He
asked the officials to ensure
that power supply is restored
at the earliest. Mr.Mishra
asked the officials to monitor
the situation from time to
time. 

Meanwhile, Chief Minister

Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy
reviewed the situation with
district Collector Kartikeya
Mishra who informed the
Chief Minister that 95.8 mm
of rainfall was recorded in WG
district. He informed the Chief
Minister that the entire gov-
ernment machinery was put
on high alert.   

In East Godavari district,
the heavy rain battered 34
mandals inundating several

residential areas and submerg-
ing crops in a large extent of
land.

According to off icial
sources, as per the preliminary
reports, standing paddy crops
in about 10 thousand acres
were damaged. The damage of
crops and property would be
assessed after flood water is
receded.

Officials informed that the
average rainfall in EG district
was 137.2 mm. 

The Kakinada smart city is
under knee deep water. Several
residential areas inundated in
knee deep water in Kakinada
and Rajahmundry. 

Special control rooms were
set up in the Tahasildar and
RTO offices which the officials
would monitor round the
clock till normalcy returned. 

The officials asked the fish-
ermen not to venture into the
sea for fishing as the influence
of depression still continues.
Hundreds of villages are still
dark as power supply is yet to
be restored, official sources
said

PNS n ONGOLE

Prakasam District SP Malika
Garg convened a Spandana
program at the district police
office and personally received
complaints from the victims
here on Monday.

The SP directed the police
officers to be ready in know-
ing the problems of the public
and take legal action to resolve
the problem received in
Spandana program expedi-
tiously and ensure justice for
the victims.

“The Spandana programme
is being conducted by strictly
following the Covid norms.
The complainants suffering
from various problems across
the district came with their
grievances and submitted in
written form” she said.  

The SP spoke face to face
with the complainants and
enquired about their griev-
ances and thoroughly exam-
ined them. The SP assured
them that she would thor-
oughly look into their com-
plaints to ensure speedy justice
to them. The SP ordered offi-

cers to submit a report on the
action taken on the Spandana
complaints.

The SP said that in order to
receive complaints from vic-
tims who have serious com-
plaints; the police officers
should receive the complaints
with a smile and talk to them
wholeheartedly so that they can
feel their problem would be
solved. As a result their nega-
tive perspective towards the

police department can be
removed and they can com-
plain boldly about any prob-
lem.

Additional SP B. Ravi
Chandra, OSD
K.Chowdeshwari, DSB DSP B.
Mariyadasu, SC, ST DSP N.
Suresh, SB-II Inspector
N.Srikanth Babu, Panel
Advocate BV Sivaramakrishna,
Spandana SIs and other staff
have participated in this event.

Collector reviews development, welfare
PNS n ONGOLE

District Collector Pravin
Kumar expressed displeasure
on the indifference of some of
the officials in resolving land
related problems of people.

The Collector here on
Monday held a review meet-
ing with the officials on devel-
opment and welfare schemes.
Speaking on the occasion, he
expressed dissatisfaction over
the way in which some offi-

cials were responding to
resolve the land related dis-
putes of the general public.

“What are you doing when
the people are forced to go to
pillar to post to resolve their
land related grievances. It is
not proper to you to be
instructed many times”, the
Collector said, responding
on the unsolved land related
issues of farmers in
Naguluppalapadu mandal. 

“I will consider the officials

as they are working effi-
ciently, only when they
resolved the land related
issues of farmers”, the
Collector said.

Mr.Pravin Kumar instruct-
ed the officials concerned to
complete the process gov-
ernment lands auditing. He
asked them to create aware-
ness among people that the
Poramboku lands could not
be regularized, and directed
them to ensure that there

would be no delay in conduct-
ing resurvey of lands.  The
Collector directed the officials
to allocate alternative sites, if
there is a problem in land
acquisition for the construc-
tion of buildings for secretari-
ats, Rythu Bharosa Kendras
and YSR Health Clinics.

He directed the mandal
level officials to take steps to
check the outbreak of season-
al diseases like Dengue,
Malaria and other such fevers. 

Resolve grievances swiftly, officials told 
PNS n KAKINADA

Superintendent of police M
Ravindranath Babu asked the
police officials to take steps to
resolve the grievances of peo-
ple received during the
Spandana programmes in a
speedy manner. The SP
received grievances from the
people during the Spandana
programme here on Monday.

The SP personally listened
to the grievances of people
during the programme. 

Interestingly, people were
seen coming to the SP’s office

drenching in the rain to sub-
mit their memorandum on
their grievances. The SP after
listening to the problems of
people spoke with the police
officials concerned and direct-

ed them to take steps to resolve
the problems. The SP asked the
officials to resolve the griev-
ances in such a speedy manner
that they would get apprecia-
tion from the people.

PNS n KAKINADA

Junior doctors and House
Surgeons of Rangaraya Medical
College struck the work
demanding the government to
provide essential materials
including medicines, injections
and gloves.

The junior doctors and house
surgeons of Rangaraya medical
college are working in the
Government General Hospital
here. The junior doctors told the

media that there were no essen-
tial medicines and other mate-
rial in the GGH. They said that
they struck the work today in
protest against the indifference
of the officials concerned in pro-
viding the needed essential
medicines and other material to
the GGH. 

The junior doctors regretted
that scarcity for essential med-
icines, injections and gloves
and other material had pre-
vailed for the last two months

in the GGH. They had taken the
problem to the notice of the
government but no action had
been taken so far.

The agitating doctors threat-
ened to stop providing emer-
gency services and surgeries
from September 29, if the essen-
tial medicines and material
were not supplied. Following the
strike of junior doctors and
house surgeons the medical
services in the OP and general
wards were affected.

Jr. Docs, house surgeons go on strike

Toll free number
18002331077
was set up 
in the WG
collectorate. 
Mishra directed
the officials to
be on high alert
in the wake of
the heavy rains
that occurred 
in the district
under the
influence of
Cyclone Gulab.

Malika Garg promises to resolve 
Spandana grievances at earliest

Land survey for Mumbai-Hyd
bullet train project commences

Oppn turning out to
be TRS govt’s brand
ambassadors: KTR
PNS n HYDERABAD

Opposition leaders on their
padayatras have indirectly
become brand ambassadors of
TRS government, quipped IT
Minister KT Rama Rao on
Monday.

Making this observation in
lighter vein during a short dis-
cussion in the Assembly,
KTR said the through
videos of their paday-
atra posted on social
media, the opposi-
tion leaders were
showing tanks and
ponds brimming with
water, green fields, good
roads, drinking water supplied
to every household, tanks full
of fish etc., to the public. 

These videos reflect the
development and welfare pro-
grammes being implemented
by Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao, he said. “I
can’t help but thank them indi-
rectly for being brand ambas-
sadors of the State government’s
work wherever they go,” KTR
said.

In another instance, the
Minister said that AIMIM
member Akbaruddin Owaisi
and BJP member Raja Singh,
who normally do not agree on
anything, shared a similar view
about the progress of the IT

sector in Telangana.
He was referring to their

remarks earlier on discussion
on IT and Industry in the
Assembly and said everyone in
Telangana across the political
spectrum, has become a part
and parcel of IT progress in the
State.

In another instance, he took
pot shots against one opposi-

tion leader’s call for
‘Nirudyoga Garjana’ and
another leader’s call for
‘Million March by the
unemployed’, and

recounted the number
of vacancies filled in the

government sector and lakhs
of jobs generated in the
Industry and IT sectors over
the last seven years.

KTR made it clear that for
any government, be it Congress
or BJP, it would not be possi-
ble to provide government jobs
to all the youth. The only way
to generate lakhs of direct and
indirect jobs was through
attracting private investment in
industrial and IT sectors, the
Minister said.

He said the Chief Minister’s
focus on IT or industrial or any
policy would be centred around
people and he would always ask
how a particular policy would
benefit people, farmers and
youth.

TTD sounds

caution on ad

for devotees 
PNS n TIRUPATI

The Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams (TTD) that
governs the shrine of Lord
Venkateswara at Tirumala
Hills, near here, on Monday
cautioned devotees on an
advertisement in the social
media saying they can go on a
chartered helicopter trip to
the shrine from Chennai,
Coimbatore and Bengaluru
on payment of Rs 1.11 lakh per
head and they can have VIP
darshan of the Lord and also
of His consort Padmavati in
Tiruchanur nearby. An official
of the temple told PTI that legal
action would be taken against
the private travel agency for
posting the advertisement.
This could mislead devotees
keen on visiting the shrine on
Saturdays during the auspi-
cious month of 'Puratasi'. 

PNS n THANE

Villagers from Thane district of
Maharashtra were on Monday
informed about the proposed
Mumbai Hyderabad High-
Speed Rail or bullet train pro-
ject, the feasibility of which is
currently being surveyed.

If given nod, the high-speed
rail line will connect Mumbai,
Pune and Hyderabad through
11 stations in Maharashtra and
Telangana, a National High-
Speed Rail Corporation
(NHSRC) official said.

NHSRC deputy general
manager N K Patil
made a detailed
presenta-

tion on the project in the pres-
ence of Thane Deputy
Collector (Land Acquisition)
Prashant Suryavanshi and
other officials.

He told the meeting that the
entire 649.76 km route will be
a green corridor. The work of
preparation of the DPR
(Detailed Project Report) is
presently underway. The bullet
train will reduce the travel
time between Mumbai and
Hyderabad from the present 14
hours to just
t h r e e

hours, he said.
A total of ten stations includ-

ing Thane, Navi Mumbai,
Lonavala, Pune, Baramati,
Pandharpur, Solapur, Gulbarga,
Vikarabad and Hyderabad are
included in the proposed pro-
ject. The rail line will cover four
districts of Thane, Raigad,
Pune and Solapur.

A total of 1200 hectares of
land will be required in the
Thane district.

The proposed rail corridor is
planned to run along major
expressways, national high-
ways, greenfield areas, and
may pass through arterial roads
of the intermediate city road

network for high-speed rail
connectivity between dif-
ferent cities along the cor-
ridor. Drones are being
used for the survey of the
land required for the pro-
ject, officials said.
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Cong's Rajani Patil set to enter
RS unopposed from Maha 

Maha CM calls for providing 
high-quality service to tourists

S
enior Congress leader Rajani Patil is set to be declared elected unopposed to the Rajya
Sabha from Maharashtra after the opposition BJP on Monday withdrew its candidate
from the next month's bypoll.    The by-election was necessitated due to the death of

sitting Congress MP  Rajeev Satav in May.  His term in the Upper House of Parliament was till April 2,
2026. Monday (September 27) was the last day of withdrawal of nomination papers for the October 4 by-

election. The BJP had fielded Sanjay Upadhyay for the bypoll and he has
now withdrawn from the race, paving the way for Patil (62) to get
elected unopposed.  Patil and Upadhyay were the only candidates in the
fray.  Talking to reporters here, Upadhyay said Congress leaders in the
state had appealed to the BJP to withdraw its candidate so that the
Congress nominee gets elected unopposed. "I have withdrawn my
nomination on the party's directives," he said. "The decision to withdraw
my candidature was taken in a meeting of the state BJP core
committee," Upadhyay said. Last week, Maharashtra Congress president
Nana Patole and his party colleague and minister Balasaheb Thorat had
met Leader of Opposition in the Assembly Devendra Fadnavis of the
BJP and urged him to facilitate unopposed election of Patil.

M
aharashtra Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray on Monday said tourists should be
provided high-quality facilities so that they will become brand ambassadors of the state.
He also said if tourists become brand ambassadors there will be no need to appoint a

separate brand ambassador for Maharashtra. "'Atithi Devo Bhava' (Guest is God) is our culture
and hence, if we make all the facilities available to them even foreign tourists will recommend

others to visit Maharashtra," Thackeray said while addressing
a function commemorating the World Tourism Day.  He said
the tourism department remained neglected earlier. "We are
now paying attention to tourism as we have understood its
importance," he said, adding that tourism is the mainstay of
revenue for many states and countries.  Thackeray's son
Aaditya Thackeray heads the Tourism department in the Shiv
Sena-led MVA government. The chief minister said the state
cabinet will hold a meeting on Deccan Odyssey, a luxury
tourist train. Maharashtra tourism secretary Valsa Nair had
requested the CM to conduct such a meeting with a view that
tourism in the Konkan belt will get a boost. 

Vaccination key for revival of 
tourism sector: Union Minister

U
nion Tourism Minister G Kishan Reddy on Monday said his ministry is talking to various
stakeholders for the recovery of the tourism sector affected by the COVID-19 pandemic,
while stressing that vaccination is key for its revival. On the occasion of World Tourism Day,

the Union tourism ministry organised a conference on "Tourism for Inclusive Growth" here. Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla was the chief guest at the event.Speaking on the occasion, Reddy noted
that the tourism sector was the worst-hit during the pandemic."The government has taken various
measures for its revival and recovery, including five lakh free VISAs for foreign tourists," he said.
The minister said the Centre has also announced various packages and relaxations for the sector

in the aftermath of the pandemic.Asking all the
stakeholders in the tourism sector to focus on health
and safety issues in the wake of the pandemic, he said,
"Vaccination is key for the revival of the tourism sector
and India has already vaccinated more than 85 crore
people." Asserting that the country has an immense
potential for tourism, Reddy said his ministry has been
organising various events for promoting tourism in far-
flung and unexplored areas of the country. 

INDIA

CORNER

PNS n NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court Monday
said those filing public interest
litigations (PILs) must do their
homework and bear in mind
that they cannot just ask for
everything under the sun. 

The burden is on the PIL
petitioner to show any short-
coming in a matter of policy
and it should be backed with
some data and examples, the
apex court said.

A bench of Justices D Y
Chandrachud and B V
Nagarathna refused to enter-
tain a PIL seeking direction for
implementation of the
National Health Policy-2017,
besides other prayers including
livelihood for the dependents
of COVID-19 victims, and
asked the petitioner to file a
fresh pleas backed by data and
examples. At the outset, the
bench said, “You see, the prob-
lem with these kinds of peti-
tions is that you have too
many prayers. If you seek just
one prayer, we may deal with
it, but you claim to seek every-
thing under the sun”. 

The petitioner cannot just
leave everything to the court or
the State and has to point out
specific examples or data show-
ing the shortcomings in the

implementation of policy, the
bench added.

Advocate Shravan Kumar,
appearing for petitioner C Anji
Reddy, said that he has given
the example of one Ramesh
from Andhra Pradesh who
has, due to non-availability of
free and affordable health facil-
ities to the poor and middle
class people, spent lakhs of
rupees for hospitalization dur-
ing COVID-19 pandemic. 

The bench said, “You must
come with proper petition and
proper prayers before the
court. We are willing to issue
notice in the matter and not
dismissing it but you should
show something with some

data. We cannot issue an all
India direction on the basis of
one Ramesh Kumar of Andhra
Pradesh. What is the source of
information about him?” 

Shravan said he has attached
some data which shows that for
non filling of vacancies for doc-
tors in government hospitals,
people are forced to move to
private hospitals.

The bench said that besides
a report of National Health
Mission giving data, there is
nothing in the petition and the
petitioner must do some more
homework.

“You cannot just annex a
report and expect the court to
take charge. These are policy

matters. You cannot just say
implement the health policy.
You cannot just simply say
implement the budget of 2021.
You have to specify the short-
fall and indicate how there has
been failure in compliance.
You are not bereft of the bur-
den of pleadings just because
this is a PIL,” it said. 

It further told Shravan that
the petitioner has to do his
homework, give the specific
examples, collect the data and
indicate the critical areas as per
him, so that the court can issue
notice to the concerned
authority or government.

The counsel said it would be
difficult to procure the data for
the petitioner.

“If it is difficult, then tell
your client to rest in peace.
Obviously, it is difficult and
why should it not be difficult?
This is not a case of a prison-
er writing his individual griev-
ance on a postcard, where we
would intervene immediately.
You are raising a policy issue
which may have nationwide
ramification, so have to bear
the burden,” the bench said. 

The top court allowed the
petitioner to withdraw the
petition and granted liberty to
file another petition with spe-
cific data and examples. 

PIL petitioners must do HW,
can't ask for everything: SC PNS n NEW DELHI

A day after RSS-linked week-
ly "Panchjanya" dubbed
Amazon as "East India
Company 2.0", the Congress
on Monday said whatever the
Sangh says is irrelevant as it
does not say anything in
national interest, but in the
interest of the ruling BJP.

Congress spokesperson
Pawan Khera, however, said
the allegations against the US
e-commerce giant are serious
and cannot be ignored.

"The issue of Amazon is a
serious one and it merits every-
body's attention. The allega-
tions against Amazon are very
serious and they cannot be
ignored," he said.

Asked about the comments
of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS), Khera said, "What
the RSS says about Amazon is
irrelevant because there is a
duet going on between the
RSS and the BJP.

"We have seen that duet and
they stand exposed in the farm-
ers' agitation. We have seen the
dubious role played by the
Bharatiya Kisan Sangh as it has

not come in support of the
farmers even for one day in the
last 10 months."

The Congress leader said
"nobody takes what the RSS
says seriously anymore, because
they do not speak the language
in national interest, they talk in
the interest of the BJP." Amazon
was dubbed as "East India
Company 2.0" by "Panchjanya",
which has also alleged that the
firm has paid crores of rupees
in bribes for favourable govern-
ment policies. In its latest edi-
tion, which will hit the stands
on October 3, the RSS-linked

weekly has carried a cover
story that is highly critical of
Amazon.

"Whatever the East India
Company did in the 18th cen-
tury to capture India, the same
is visible in the activities of
Amazon," the article titled "East
India Company 2.0" reads.

Claiming that Amazon
wants to establish its monop-
oly in the Indian market, it
says, "For doing so, it has
started taking initiatives for
seizing the economic, political
and personal freedom of the
Indian citizens."  

Charges against Amazon serious,
can't be ignored, points out Cong

PNS n NEW DELHI

The BJP on Monday lashed out
at the Trinamool Congress
over the alleged attack on its
senior West Bengal leader
Dilip Ghosh, accusing TMC
workers of carrying out "state-
sponsored" violence. BJP chief
spokesperson Anil Baluni said
the conduct of the TMC since
the party's third straight win in
the assembly polls recently
has "ashamed" democracy.

Referring to the alleged
manhandling of Ghosh by
TMC workers, he said, "This is
all visible on the television, and
it is very distressing. What has
happened has denigrated
democracy. "The TMC is not
allowing its rivals level-playing
field. Our leaders are not being
allowed to even campaign as
TMC goons are engaged in
state-sponsored violence."

When a leader like Ghosh,
who has been given security,
has to face such attacks, then
the fate of the common man
can be imagined, Baluni,
also a Rajya Sabha MP, said.

TMC workers
carrying out
‘state-sponsored'
violence: BJP 

PNS n CHENNAI

A man whose nomination to
contest the rural civic poll in
Tuticorin District was rejected,
set himself on fire near Chief
Minister M K Stalin's residence
here on Monday, creating a
flutter.  Identified later as A
Vetrimaran, he got close to the
house of Stalin on Chittaranjan
Salai and took the extreme step
to press his claim for accep-
tance of his nomination to
contest for the post of village
panchayat president, a release
said. 

Police personnel in the

vicinity doused the fire and
rushed him to the Government
Kilpauk Medical College
Hospital, where Health
Minister Ma Subramanian vis-
ited him.

Rural civic polls are set to be
held on October 6 and 9 in
Tamil Nadu. The 'ordinary'
civic polls cover nine reconsti-
tuted districts in addition to
polls to fill vacancies (casual
election) in 28 other districts. 

Belonging to Jameen Thevar
Kulam village in Kovilpatti
taluk of Tuticorin district,
Vetrimaran alleged (in a rep-
resentation addressed to Stalin)

that the nomination papers
filed by him and his wife were
rejected by an official and
sought immediate acceptance
of their papers. 

This is to contest for the post
of village panchayat president,
reserved for Scheduled Castes.
He also named a few persons
and alleged  threat from them
to kill him and sought action. 

In a video clip made avail-
able to the media, the Minister
was heard assuring the man in
the hospital that his grievance
would be addressed and
advised him to get treated for
his wounds. 

PNS n NEW DELHI

As farmers across the country
held protests as part of the
Bharat Bandh, the Congress on
Monday urged Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to talk to agi-
tating farmers and listen to
their legitimate grievances.

The Congress also alleged
that instead of redressing the
grievances of farmers, the gov-
ernment is trying to paint
them as enemies of the coun-
try and that is why the farm-
ers are protesting on the roads.

The Bharat Bandh was
called by the Samyukta Kisan
Morcha, an umbrella body of
40 farm unions, to demand
repeal of three agri laws enact-
ed by the Centre. 

Expressing support for
protesting farmers, Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi said the
farmers' non-violent 'satyagra-
ha' is still resolute but the
"exploitative" government does

not like this and that is why a
'Bharat Bandh' has been called.

Posting rhyming lines in
Hindi on Twitter, Gandhi said,
"Kisano ka ahimsak satyagra-
ha aaj bhi akhand hai, lekin
shoshankar sarkar ko ye nahi
pasand hai, isliye aaj Bharat
Bandh hai (Farmers' non-vio-
lent satyagraha is resolute even
today, but the exploitative gov-
ernment does not like this
and that's why it is Bharat
Bandh today)."

Congress spokesperson

Pawan Khera said farmers are
facing angst and helplessness,
based on which they have
called for the Bandh which his
party whole-heartedly sup-
ports.

"We have to stand unitedly
with the farmers, otherwise the
future of our nation is dark," he
told reporters.

Noting that the country has
seen many prime ministers
and will see many more after
Modi, Khera said "You cannot
be arrogant when you are the

prime minister."
"You have to listen to your

country and when 60 per cent
of your country speaks, please
speak to them," he said.

"You have a strange confi-
dence and a strange belief in
your diversionary tactics and
you are very confident that
come elections and you will be
able to distract the attention of
the country again from the
basic fundamental critical
issues that the farmers face
today. But, I am sorry this
would not happen again," the
Congress leader claimed.

He alleged that the govern-
ment has imposed GST on agri
equipment and as if this was
not enough, it went ahead
without due process of consul-
tations with stakeholders and
"bulldozed all democratic
norms and parliamentary prac-
tices" and brought these three
"black" laws, which the farm-
ers are protesting against.

Congress asks Modi to talk to agitating farmers

PNS n NEW DELHI

About 25 trains have been affected
due to the Bharat Bandh called by
farm unions on Monday to protest
the Centre's three agri laws, officials
said.

"More than 20 locations are being
blocked in Delhi, Ambala, and
Firozepur divisions. About 25 trains
are affected due to this," a spokesper-
son for the Northern Railway said.
Officials said the Delhi-Amritsar
Shan-e-Punjab, New Delhi-Moga

Express, Old Delhi-Pathankot
Express, Vande Bharat Express from
New Delhi to Katra, and Amritsar
Shatabdi are some of the trains that
have been affected.  

The bandh started at 6 am and
will continue till 4 pm.  In the North-
Western Railway zone, rail traffic on
the Rewari-Bhiwani, Bhiwani-
Rohtak, Bhiwani-Hisar and
H a n u m a n g a r h - S a d u l p u r -
Sriganganagar-Fatuhi sections has
been affected due to the farmers' agi-
tation.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Overgrown vegetation, lawns
and pathways around the icon-
ic Coronation Pillar and Raj-
era statues flooded with rain
water -- the sight at a historic
park here, where 'New Delhi'
was born in 1911, is anything
but visitor-friendly.

The place holds great histor-
ical significance as the third
Delhi Durbar was held on this
very site, where King George V
and Queen Mary were coronat-
ed as the emperor and the
empress of India on December
12, 1911, and the British
monarch had also announced
the shifting of the capital from
Calcutta to Delhi. 

On World Tourism Day on
Monday, the towering obelisk

with a flight of stone steps lay
surrounded with thick over-
grown vegetation and stagnat-
ed rain water, turning the once
verdant lawns into practically
a swampland.

The marble-made grand
statues of King George V and
of the four Viceroys, Lord
Hardinge, Lord Willingdon,
Lord Irwin and 9/27/2021
4:49:51 PMLord Chelmsford,
stood stoically amid a mess cre-
ated by the monsoon rains,
which on few days in the
recent past had caused massive
waterlogging in various parts of
Delhi with record rainfall.

To make matters worse, her-
itage enthusiasts and other
people visiting the historic
Coronation Park in north west
Delhi's Burari area, were not

allowed to enter the park on
Sunday by security guards,
who cited "lodging of paramil-
itary personnel" on its premis-
es as the reason.

The massive heritage site
falling under the Delhi De-
velopment Authority, sits next
to Burari grounds, also owned
by the DDA, where a large
number of farmers protesting
against the new farm laws,
had earlier camped amid heavy
security deployment. The main
farmer protests are happening
at Delhi border areas.  The
security guards on duty at the
Coronation Park said that vis-
itors are not being allowed for
a long time as paramilitary per-
sonnel are lodged in a building
on its premises.

However, a senior official of

the DDA, when contacted,
said, "No such official order has
been issued. The park is open
to public."

On December 15 last year,
PTI had reported a similar
hardship faced by visitors who
were turned away by guards cit-
ing the same reason.

"The lawns of the park are
open to the public. It is a pub-
lic park and meant for them
only. We will convey it to the
ground staff, to not stop any-
one from entering the park.
There should be no confusion,"
a senior DDA official had then
said. 

Delhi-based heritage enthu-
siast Astha Khanna, 25, went to
the park on Sunday but
returned with an unpleasant
experience.

PNS n KOLKATA

The CBI on Monday interro-
gated TMC MLA Madan
Mitra in connection with the
multi-crore I-Core ponzi scam,
officials said.

Mitra, a former minister in
the Mamata Banerjee govern-
ment, appeared before the
CBI's Economic Offences
Wing at the CGO complex in
Salt Lake, they said.

The agency had also sum-
moned his son Swarup in con-
nection with the same case on
Monday. But, officials said, he
will appear on Tuesday instead.

PNS n DEHRADUN

Congress on Monday burnt an
effigy of BJP national general
secretary Dushyant Kumar
Gautam in protest against
allegedly making objectionable
remarks against the Gandhi
family.

Congress workers gathered
outside the party office here
and burnt an effigy of the BJP
leader in protest.

They also lodged a com-
plaint at Paltan Bazar police
station demanding action
against Gautam.

Addressing a meeting of
BJP Mahila Morcha here on
Sunday, Gautam had said,
"Indira Gandhi, Rajiv Gandhi
and Priyanka Gandhi did not
marry Hindus but members of
their family publicly claim to
be Hindus and 'janeu'-wearing
Brahmins.

PNS n BHUBANESWAR

The Odisha government on
Monday said cyclone Gulab
did not have much impact on
the state following its landfall
in neighbouring Andhra
Pradesh but road connectivi-
ty was partially affected due to
landslides and uprooting of
trees in some places of
Gajapati, Koraput and
Malkangiri districts. 

Special Relief
Commissioner P K Jena said
administrations of seven
cyclone-hit districts - Ganjam,
Gajapati, Kandhamal,
Rayagada, Koraput,
Malkangiri and Nabarangpur
- have been asked to submit
damage assessment reports in
the next five days. 

The East Coast Railway said
16 trains have been cancelled
in view of waterlogging on

tracks in the Visakhapatnam-
Vizianagaram-Rayagada sec-
tion. 

Cyclone Gulab made land-
fall at a place in Andhra
Pradesh, about 95 kilometres
from Gopalpur in Odisha
where a large number of peo-
ple have been evacuated as a
precautionary measure.

Jena said the state govern-
ment has so far evacuated
46,075 people, including 1,533
pregnant women, to safe
places, where the district
administrations have made
arrangements to provide dry
and cooked food to them.

Fishermen have been
advised not to venture into
westcentral and northwest Bay
of Bengal and along and off
Andhra Pradesh and adjoining
Odisha coasts in the next 12
hours, the IMD said in a bul-
letin on Monday morning.

Man sets himself on fire near
Stalin's house over poll paper

CBI interrogates
TMC MLA in 
I-Core scam

Delhi's historic Coronation Park turns into 'swampland'

Cong burns effigy of BJP leader for
remarks against Gandhi family

25 trains affected due to Bharat Bandh No major impact of cyclone
Gulab, says Odisha govt



who openly expressed the view
that without Assam, the econ-
omy of East Pakistan could not
be complete.

The entire episode is heart
rending for those who care for
Assam. The writer has often
visited the state and seen all its
tea growing sub-districts. He
was there for some ten days
during the 1983 elections,
which were boycotted by those
who loved Assam. In many of
the assembly constituencies,
the voting was pathetically low
although the Hiteswar Saikia
Government had ensured per-
fect law and order. Most of the
electoral officers in the heart-
land constituencies and the
booths therein were manned by
men flown in from other States.
Nevertheless, for five days, the
Assamese districts seemed as
dead as graveyards.

Quoting from the
Hindustan Standard, a well
patronized Kolkata daily of
those days, Rajendra Prasad in
his book India Divided, stated:
“It is sad but by no means
improbable that in another 30
years Sibsagar district will be
the only part of Assam in
which an Assamese will find
himself at home.”

The Census Report of 1941
completes the story with a
short but significant sentence,
quoted: “The most noticeable
rise in the Muslim population

is in Assam and once again rep-
resents migration from
Mymensingh and east Bengal
generally.” This policy of coloni-
sation of Assam by the Muslims
of Bengal was continued under
the joint auspices of the Muslim
League ministries of Sir
Saadullah in Assam and Sir
Nazimuddin in Bengal, as the
following Bengal Government
communique published in the
press, in the last week of
October 1944, shows. It goes on
to quote the Census Report of
1941: “The Government of
Assam in their resolution dated
the 21st June 1940 prohibited
settlement of land with persons
coming from outside the
province after the 1st January,
1938 — The Bengal Legislative
Council went on to appeal to
the Governor to ask for the
Viceroy’s intervention in Assam.

Dr Prasad quoted a retired
SP Desai (ICS) writing in
Hindustan Standard of
December 1944: “Every day,
new bamboo sheds and tempo-
rary huts are springing up in
the reserves. I found that the
immigrants absolutely ignore
the local officers.” The few
Nepali graziers and Assamese
Pamuas finding no protection
from anywhere give ‘dohai’ in
the name of the King Emperor.
Verily, the cup of humiliation
for the Assamese was full.

Thus the Indira Gandhi

Government in collaboration
with Assam CM Hiteswar
Saikia suppressed the people of
Assam and their sentiments.
They continued to protest and
agitate but to no avail. As if to
rub salt on their wounds, the
Central Government passed
the pernicious Illegal Migrants
(Determination by Tribunals)
Act in 1983. Hereby, in Assam
the onus of proving that a par-
ticular person is an infiltrator
rested with his complainant or
the Government of Assam,
not on the suspect. The
Foreigners Act of 1946, where-
by the onus of proving his bona
fides is on the suspect, contin-
ued to apply to all other States
in India. The only exception
made was Assam to help out
the illegal migrants. When
travelling from Guwahati to
Shillong, one does not sponta-
neously realise when one has
crossed from Assam to
Meghalaya. Yet in the latter
State, the Central law was the
old 1946 Act! Such was the dis-
crimination against the
Assamese people.

(This is part of an ongoing
series on India making multi-
dimensional advancement
across States and nations).

(The writer is a well-known
columnist, an author and a for-
mer member of the Rajya
Sabha. The views expressed 
are personal.)

FARMERS’ BHARAT BANDH
Sir — It is uncharitable to say that the
Bharat Bandh called by farmer unions has
caused ‘disruption’, ’inconvenience’ and
‘hardships’ for the public when it is a life-
and-death struggle for them. It is impor-
tant that we keep a sense of proportion. The
do-or-die spirit with which the farmers are
protesting reveals their deep disquiet over
the three farm laws enacted to pave the way
for the dismantling of the MSP system,
takeover of the agriculture sector by big
corporate houses and the eventual loss of
agricultural land. It is futile to try and triv-
ialise the farm protests and show them in
a negative light, given the rightness of their
cause and the mass support for them.

The support extended by the
Opposition parties to the ongoing protests
is not ‘pandering’ to the farmers when elec-
tions in several States are around the cor-
ner. To say that the farmers are ‘egged on’
by the Opposition is an insult to the
integrity of both the farmers and the
Opposition. The ruling party can easily
outsmart the Opposition by repealing the
three farm laws. The attempt to pit the
protesting farmers against ‘common citi-
zens’ is eminently avoidable. Farmers are
a part of social organisms; they are ordi-
nary, decent, hard working people for any-
one to speak ill of them or attempt to trash
their reputation. 

G David Milton | Maruthancode

ABOLISH MISUSED EXEMPTIONS 
Sir — The Central Board of Direct Taxes
(CBDT) should widen the scope of Form
26AS of Income Tax Act by auto-inclusion
of allowable deductions like investment in
Public Provident Fund, LIC policies,
Government-securities, mutual funds etc.
Insurance companies should be directed
to compulsorily put PAN number and
Aadhar number on policies. The outdat-
ed Income Tax Act, 1961, with so many
amendments should be replaced by an alto-
gether new and simplified Act as repeat-
edly assured by the Government. 

Our political parties are rich enough
to spend heavily for their political purpos-
es which regrettably also includes costly

super-luxury stay of MLAs in costly five-
starred resorts and hotels for immoral ways
of toppling or saving Governments. Tax-
exemptions in respect of political parties
are also heavily misused by an ever-increas-
ing number of registered political parties
with most of them not having contested
any election. Considering massive misuse
of tax-free agricultural income by super
rich celebrities and heavy spending on on-
going farmers-agitation, agricultural
income should also be taxed by having a
basic exemption-limit of ̀ 5 lakh with var-
ious deductible investments or spending
clubbed together for maximum rupees two
lakhs.

Subhash Chandra Agrawal | Delhi

THE CYCLONE NAMED ‘GULAB’  
Sir — The cyclonic storm ‘Gulab’ is likely
to move nearly westwards and cross north
Andhra Pradesh-south Odisha coasts
between Kalingapatnam and Gopalpur
around Sunday evening, the Cyclone
Warning Division revealed. The Odisha
Government has already mobilised men

and machinery and launched an evacua-
tion drive in seven identified districts in
the southern parts of the State. 

Over the next three days, the sea con-
dition will be rough to severe and fisher-
men in Odisha, West Bengal and Andhra
Pradesh have been asked to not venture
into east-central and adjoining northeast
Bay of Bengal. It is understandable to issue
a cyclone warning by raising the red flag
in coastal areas of these two States.

A visual storm warning signage is per-
manently hoisted at the mast of ports to
alert ships of the weather condition in the
ports they approach, that is the common
practice. While certain countries hoist flags,
India uses distinct signs for day and night.
Day signals are a combination of cylinders
and cones, while night signals are red and
white lamps. Deep depression intensifies
and it is indeed a dangerous signal for the
coastal areas. 

MR Jayanthi | Mumbai
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The tale of illegal migrants into Assam is old, told by all observers but

swept under the carpet by the Congress and its Muslim supporters

A WHISPERING
CAMPAIGN WAS

STARTED THAT THE
ADIVASIS WERE

NOT REALLY
HINDUS BUT

WORSHIPPED
ANIMALS OR WERE
CHRISTIAN. THERE
WAS THUS A RACE

TO SOMEHOW
PROVE THAT
THERE WERE

MORE MUSLIMS 
IN ASSAM 

THAN HINDUS

LETTERS TO TTHE EDITOR

PRAFULL GORADIA

I
t's truly delightful and a matter of pride to
know that India’s Mars orbiter has complet-
ed seven years in its orbit, well beyond its

designed mission life of six months. The Mars
Orbiter Mission (MOM), also called
Mangalyaan, was the maiden interplanetary
mission of the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO). It was launched in
November 2013 and the probe was success-
fully inserted into Martian orbit in September,
2014 in its first attempt. The successful sur-
vival of the Mangalyaan during all these years
has enabled the ISRO to continuously mon-

itor the spacecraft and its scientific instru-
ments giving the scientists enough time to
analyse and study the strengths and the glitch-
es so that these could be made useful in future
space missions. The longevity of the MOM
has raised the confidence of ISRO scientists. 

Mangalyaan's success in the red planet's
orbit is sure to be an impetus in ISRO's ambi-
tious space exploring plans like - launching
its own space station, the Chandrayaan mis-
sion, Aditya L1, the mission to explore the
Sun's corona and so on. The biggest advan-
tage is that other nations have begun to keen-
ly observe our low cost space technology.
While the developed countries spend billions
on space missions, India has been able to do
the same on a low budget but precisely and
flawlessly. It stands testimony to our accom-
plishment in space exploration that many
nations rely on ISRO for launching their satel-
lites into space using our rockets.  

M Pradyu | Kanpur

Seven years in orbit

The history of the
Assam problem

W
hat happened in
Darrang district a
few days ago, where-
by two alleged infil-

trators were killed, was sad but
reflected the historic agony of the
Assamese people. Under the
Government of India Act of 1935,
provincial governments were
formed by political parties. Soon
enough, a Sir Mohammed
Saadulla of the Muslim League
became the Premier. In the 1937
elections, the League led by MA
Jinnah was disappointed with its
meagre winnings in UP, the largest
province. Talk of a distinctly sep-
arate Muslim holy land began in
seriousness.

The idea was first concretely
mooted by the poet Iqbal who
presided over the 1930 League ses-
sion at Allahabad. A few years
later, Cambridge University schol-
ar Chaudhry Rehmat Ali worked
out a theoretical note and innovat-
ed the name Pakistan, the land of
the devout. Jinnah’s idea was that
five provinces should form the
holy land including Assam,
Bengal, North-West Frontier,
Punjab and Sindh. Balochistan
came in later. From the Muslim
majority angle, Assam appeared
touch and go to Jinnah although
the Hindu impression was that
they had a clear majority. Premier
Saadulla got down to the business
of facilitating as many east Bengali
Muslims to come across and set-
tle in Assam. A whispering cam-
paign was started that the Adivasis
were not really Hindus but wor-
shipped animals or were
Christian. There was thus a race
to somehow prove that there were
more Muslims in Assam than
Hindus.

In the course of a discussion
at Shillong in 1945, Viceroy Lord
Wavell noted in his diary that
while the reason for the encour-
agement of this migration was
officially justified as being to
grow more food, the real object
was to increase Mohammadans
(as recorded by BK Nehru in his
book Nice Guys Finish Second).
The tale of illegal migrants into
Assam is an old one told by all
observers but swept under the car-
pet by the Congress and its
Muslim supporters. Other distin-
guished Muslims like Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman and late
Pakistan PM Zulfikar Ali Bhutto,

SOUNDBITE
The farmers' non-
violent ‘satyagraha’
is intact today but
the exploitive
Government does-
n't like it and that is why 
Bharat is ‘bandh’.

—Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi

Now is the time 
to eliminate 
nuclear weapons
from our world and
usher in a new era

of dialogue, trust and peace 
for all people.

—UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres

Gaining 20 kg in six
months and losing it
all within six months
that too in my thirties
messed up many
things in my body. 

—Actor
Kangana Ranaut

Elections are close
and I welcome all
kinds of tourism so
that all my Goan
brothers and sisters
have access to a new 
business in Goa. 

—Goa Chief Minister 
Pramod Sawant

It is difficult. 
You have been
playing Test cricket
for five months 
and suddenly you

have to come and play 
white-ball cricket.

—Chennai Super Kings batter
Ravindra Jadeja

C
ome November 1 and schools and colleges in Kerala would reopen after a 21-
month hiatus caused by COVID-19. November 1 assumes significance as it was
on this day in 1956 that the State came into existence following the merger of

Travancore, Kochi and Malabar. This is the longest ever closedown seen in the educa-
tional sector of the State known more for its militant trade unionism and student agita-

tion. The LDF Government, led by Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan, has been doubly cautious about announcing
the lifting of lockdown in schools and colleges because
of the ‘once bitten twice shy’ syndrome experienced
by the State. Vijayan had declared on May 8, 2020,
that Kerala had become COVID-free, thanks to the
State’s well-functioning health sector. However, with-
in weeks, the pandemic returned with renewed
potency and caused devastating havoc by claiming
nearly 25,000 lives. This time round, the State admin-
istration is leaving no stone unturned to ensure stu-
dent safety. The bio-bubble scheme under the

Government’s consideration envisages three offline classes and an equal number of
online classes for each batch of students. Only those parents who are confident of the
cleanliness of the schools need send their wards for physical classes. The rest could
continue with the on-line sessions which are in vogue now.

Another Government initiative is the de-addiction centres planned across the State
to ensure that students do not fall to drugs. Narcotics smugglers are out in the open
across the State and schools and colleges are on their target. Since the lockdown was
slapped in the State, another social evil in the name of online games has hit Kerala.
This has resulted in suicides by students and parents, who were left in financial dis-
tress. Vijayan said that all police inspectors have been instructed to establish close
rapport with head masters and parent teachers’ associations to save students from
drug pushers and online gaming operators. The State also saw some students resort-
ing to the extreme measure of suicide because of mental agony arising out of the absence
of peer company. The partial opening of schools is expected to go a long way in resolv-
ing the issue while the students have to be trained to face the changed lifestyle as they
emerge from COVID-19. Life will not be the same anywhere in India and Gen-Next should
be warned about the ground reality. This step should be replicated across India.

I
n the 21st century, while India plans to reach the Moon and Mars, Dalits cannot afford
to go a hundred yards riding a horse. In a country that the Government wants to
make self-reliant as a way out of its economic morass, Dalits dare not make them-

selves “aatma nirbhar”. What is a more unnerving aspect of our ultra-modern society
is the inglorious fact that the Government authorities are, as we speak, formally search-
ing for hamlets and villages where untouchability is still practised with two hoots to
the law. The search follows two quick incidents of untouchability reported from the
Koppal district of Karnataka within a fortnight. In the first instance, a Dalit family was
fined `25,000 by upper caste village elders because their three-year-old child entered
a temple. Dalits are banned from entering the temple in that village. In the second inci-
dent, a Dalit youth was asked to pay  `11,000 for entering a temple in another village.

The fine would be used to purify the temple, the upper
caste villagers told him. These incidents are not new.
They happen dime a dozen in most Indian States.
Dalits have no right to worship, believe, celebrate or
cremate their dead on public property because the
upper castes treat all public property as fief and the
Dalits have none in their names.

However, what is startling is the Koppal admin-
istration telling the media that untouchability is still
practised in 25-30 villages in that district. The very
admission of such a fact is violative of the
Constitution but all that the administration and the

police are willing to do is search for those villages. Obviously, they are not going to
find them because nobody will admit to practising untouchability. What is scary is
the routinisation of the Indian, casteist social order, immune to the Constitution, even
as the society claims to embrace modernity. The Dalit is so untouchable s/he can get
killed for touching an animal. A youth was hacked to death in Gujarat in 2018 because
he rode a horse. In 2019, a Dalit groom’s family was socially boycotted because he
sat on a horse, again in Gujarat. In 2020, a Dalit youth found out being an army jawan
does not make him immune to upper caste taunts as he was forced down from his
horse, also in Gujarat. After dozens of similar cases were reported in Uttar Pradesh,
a Dalit groom in Meerut managed to reach the bride’s home on his horse because of
police protection. The only consolation for the poor Dalits is that even prosperous
Dalits suffer the same insults. Young Dalits get a taste of the discrimination quite early,
during mid-day meals in schools. Whom can Dalits turn to seek equality as human
beings in everyday life and not be beaten or killed for wearing new clothes or walk-
ing on a paved street or drinking water from a public tap?

Inhumane

High time
It’s time to take a leaf out of Kerala’s book 
to take steps to nurture our next generation

PICTALK

Tourists paragliding at Solang Valley, near Manali PTI

Dalits in India live in a sorry state, 
whether it is spoken about or not



Banks’ bailout —
Make it transparent

THE BJP DID NOT LET DIDI ATTEND THE 

ROME PEACE MEETING AS SHE IS 

MORE POPULAR THAN MODI.

—TMC GENERAL SECRETARY

ABHISHEK BANERJEE

NO POLITICAL LEADER IN THE COUNTRY, LET 

ALONE DIDI, MATCHES PM MODI. ABHISHEK 

SHOULD WAIT FOR 2024.

—BJP LEADER 

SUVENDU ADHIKARI

I
n the Union Budget for 2021-22,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman had proposed setting up
of a bad bank. Crafted as National

Asset Reconstruction Company Limited
(NARCL), it will bundle up all the non-
performing assets (NPAs) of banks and
sell them to investors such as private
equity funds, alternative investment
funds (AIFs) and so on, by putting a turn-
around plan in place. On September 16,
2021, she announced the broad contours
of the action plan. 

Under it, the NARCL will purchase
NPAs from banks under 15:85 structure,
wherein it will pay up to 15 per cent of
the agreed or discounted value of the
loans in cash and issue Security Receipts
(SRs) for the rest. The Government will
provide sovereign guarantee - valid for
a period of 5 years - for the SRs issued
by NARCL. The guarantee would be
invoked to cover the loss being the dif-
ference between the realized value (res-
olution/liquidation) and face value of SRs.
A provision of `30,600 crore has been
made for this purpose.

The Indian Banks’ Association (IBA)
has already started the process with
incorporation of the NARCL and applied
to the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) for a
license as an Asset Reconstruction
Company (ARC) with a capital base of
`6,000-crore. The public sector banks
(PSBs) will have 51 per cent ownership
in the NARCL.The remaining sharehold-
ing will vest in 16 entities including pri-
vate banks and non-bank finance com-
panies.

The NARCL is intended to resolve
stressed loan assets above `500 crore each
amounting to about `200,000 crore. In
phase I, it will take over fully provisioned
assets of about `90,000 crore while the
remaining assets would be transferred in
phase II.

High NPAs have been haunting the
Modi Government ever since it took
charge in 2014. In 2016, it enacted the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC),
an overarching law that gives lenders and
banks the power to drag defaulting bor-
rowers to a judicial authority. It also
amended the Banking Regulation Act
giving RBI powers to force banks to act
within strict timelines.

As per RBI circular dated February
12, 2018, for accounts with aggregate
exposure of over `2,000 crore, as soon as
there was a default in the account with
any lender, all lenders - singly or jointly
- shall initiate steps to cure the default by
preparing a resolution plan. The plan had
to be readied within 6 months from the
default date. If not, proceedings under
IBC would be initiated by referring the
case to National Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT) which would get six months to
resolve. 

According to a statement in parlia-
ment by Minister of State for Finance
Bhagwat K Karad, PSBs alone have

The proposed ‘bad bank' scheme by the Government is merely an
attempt at using taxpayers' money for bailing out NPA-afflicted banks 
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STRICT TIMELINES

T
here is a widely held belief that our health is largely preor-
dained by the genes we inherit from our parents. Indeed, this
lottery of inheritance plays an instrumental role in some health

outcomes. Early onset diabetes is an example of an inherited dis-
ease which,although debilitating, is relatively uncommon with only
three new cases per 100,000 children in India. Late onset diabetes
is much more common afflicting 12 per cent in urban populations
and, like most predominant diseases,lacks a clear pattern of inher-
itance.  The evidence suggests a greater role for nurture (environ-
ment) rather than nature (genes) in maintaining well being.That is
good news because we can improve the environment. Chronic pain
(pain that lasts longer than three months) is another debilitating con-

dition that lacks clear genetic origins. It is much more common than
all forms of diabetes, estimated to affect approximately 20 per cent
of adults in India. A report this year reveals that pain of the lower
back and extremities afflicted 83 per cent of an adult population in
rural Gadchiroli in Maharashtra in a period of one year, leading to
11 lost workdays per study participant. 

In addition to unquantifiable personal suffering, the estimated
economic costs of lost work and medication are staggering; each
person with pain lost 4.9 per cent of the annual per capita region-
al income. Even a small reduction in the prevalence of chronic pain
would be exceptionally beneficial. Unfortunately, pain treatment
options have limited efficacy and for many recuring chronic pain
becomes a way of life. However, not all adults living in similar cir-
cumstances are vulnerable to chronic pain. Some are remarkably
resilient. If this is not because of genetics, then why are some vul-
nerable and others resilient? The answer may lie in exposure to child-
hood adversity. Adverse childhood experiences include physical or
emotional abuse, neglect and domestic violence. The World Health
Organisation describes adverse childhood experiences as the most
common and intense childhood stressors. Many of us experience
at least one and children exposed to several adverse events are like-
ly to have more frequent and severe health problems later in life,
including chronic pain. Furthermore, childhood adversity is emerg-
ing as a leading contributor to health disparities, disproportionate-
ly affecting the poorest in society. There is a strong relationship
between exposure to childhood adversities and social depriva-
tion. However, there is a lack of screening for exposure to child-
hood adversity, which might otherwise enable targeted health inter-
ventions. Reasons for this include inconsistent screening meth-
odsand poor understanding of factors that may contribute to vul-
nerabilities following exposure. The Consor tium Against Pain
Inequality (CAPE), led by the University of Dundee, seeks to over-
come these deficiencies in understanding. CAPE will develop a
comprehensive tool for screening exposureand establish mech-
anisms linking early life adversity to chronic pain in adulthood.
By understanding what links early life adversity to poor
adulthealth, we hope to address pain inequality by identifyingth-
ose at greatest risk and providing tailored interventions. By rais-
ing awareness of the long-termimpact of childhood adversity we
will promote effor ts to improve childhood and adult well being.

(The writer is Professor of Anaesthesia and Principal
Investigator of the Consortium Against Pain Inequalities at the
University of Dundee, UK. The views expressed are personal.)

T
he visit of Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi to the US has

tried to kindle hopes in an
economy that needs invest-
ment but the American com-
panies have not yet given any
firm commitment to him.
He held meetings with five
global CEOs for potential
investments. 

India has taken many
steps to bring in reforms
through an asset reconstruc-
tion construction company
(ARC) or the bad bank, lower
interest rates, networked busi-
nesses and chain of roads.
Companies like Qualcomm
have investments in wireless
modem, digital media net-
working, dairy transporta-
tion and defence. Now Modi
has suggested to them to
invest in hi-tech sectors and

in measures to strengthen
innovation ecosystem.
General Atomics, which
opened its first office in India
in 2018, is making significant
contributions to deepen
India-US defence and securi-
ty cooperation. It is working
with both governments to
provide India with the latest
defence systems. 

Investments in real estate
too are always lucrative.
Blackstone has so far invest-
ed $15 billion in real estate,
private equity, real estate,
education, fashion, packaging
and housing finance. It would
continue to do so as per the
assurance of its CEO Stephen
Schwarzman. 

Blackstone Real Estate
Fund is said to be the largest
owner of commercial real
estate in India. The company

played a key role in launching
India’s first real estate invest-
ment trust (REIT) along with
its partner Embassy Group in
2019 and has since then
launched two REITs in the
country. 

The Quad is a symbolic
multilateral body. It provides
a platform to seek cooperation
from like-minded countries
on issues like ensuring respect
for territorial integrity, sover-
eignty and peaceful resolution
of disputes. Quad leaders
agreed to scale up collective

strategic cooperation. 
There may be gains in the

future. As of now, there are
only expectations amid not-a
so-good domestic economic
situation. The country’s non-
performing assets have
increased. Steps like taming
inflation, the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Act, Real Estate
Regulatory Act, and GST did
not add to the desired growth.
These have shaken the system
and market confidence. The
rules are more stringent and
do not help the people. The
foreign investors though keen
to invest may also have appre-
hensions, which the scrapping
of the retrospective taxation
may partially help resolve.

Corporate tax rates were
cut but it ignored the pivot the
individual. His taxes peaked
during 2019. It hit the basic

capacity of the individual to
ride through a crisis like the
COVID-19 pandemic situa-
tion. At 42 per cent plus var-
ious cesses, India has the
highest tax rates. The gestures
by foreign countries would not
be enough to bring that con-
fidence back. It would be wel-
come even now to cut the
income tax rates. It would
boost the individual's capabil-
ities and benefit the whole
economy as the individual
consumes more.

The lower interest rate is
playing havoc along with tax
deductions on deposit hedg-
ing against inflation that inter-
est accrual does. It affects the
developmental process. To
accelerate development, the
interest rates must be lowered.
Economic development is a
complex matter. The govern-

ment on its own cannot make
it happen. It needs the involve-
ment of all — businesses and
the public in their various
spheres of activity. The coun-
try needs to ponder how the
entire system is revamped.

The new ARC or the bad
bank with the limited govern-
ment guarantee will remove
`22.14 lakh crore ($30 billion)
of NPAs from the system.
Since now it will be now
under one entity resolution
would be easier, it is being said.
Bad bank is not all virtue. 

The world experience
with bad banks is that they
have excessive and hidden
fees, bouncing cheques,
expensive debits, big banking
errors and failure to honour
promises. It can create a new
kind of market in dealing
with stressed loans but there

are apprehensions that asset
buyers may resort to harsh
unethical methods.

In a difficult situation,
new methods are inevitably
tried out but it has to be
remembered that all Euro-US
models of capital market
should not be copied as the
financial literacy is poor here.
Moreover, Indian society is far
more complex and heteroge-
neous. A complicated system
may not be a proper solution.
Hiving off bad assets may be
practical but settling or
reselling those for realization
of dues is not easy and would
have many complications as
each of the cases are different.
True, the nation will chart out
its course. Setting the new
course is not easy and none as
of now has a clear idea how it
would function.

Economic development is a complex matter. The Government alone cannot make it happen but needs the involvement of all — businesses and the public
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US corp pledge elusive; bad bank is expensive

SHIVAJI SARKAR

(The writer is a senior 
journalist. The views
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TIM HALE

recovered over `500,000 crore.
The NPAs ought to have gone
down by this much but the decline
is only about `200,000 crore and
the difference of `300,000 crore is
due to fresh slippages. This figure-
excludes the Covid period —
March 1, 2020 to March 24, 2021
— during which banks were not
allowed to recognize bad loans.
On their inclusion,we could get
back to March 31, 2018 level. 

Much lower yield than expect-
ed from the IBC mechanism has
a lot to do with a revised RBI cir-
cular dated June 7, 2019 — issued
under Supreme Court orders -
which took away powers from the
banking regulator and gave too
much of flexibility to the latter in
working out the resolution plan.
Effectively, it rendered the IBC
process dysfunctional. 

Now, the Government wants
the ‘bad bank’ do the trick. Look
at the first lot of `90,000 crore.
These loans being in default for
over 3 years, the banks have
already made a full provision and
captured in the profit and loss fig-
ures. There is no compulsion on
them to recover this money. They
will not object to NARCL paying
a very low price.

However, what prevents other
asset reconstruction companies
(ARCs) from bidding for a high-
er price. Indeed, the proposed
mechanism requires NARCL to go
for the “Swiss Challenge” auction
wherein other ARCs will be invit-
ed to better the offer made by it.

However, in the present case, this
will not work as the bank would
play safe by giving asset to NARCL
whose SRs enjoy sovereign guar-
antee.

As for the remaining
`110,000 crore for which a lower
provision has been made and the
chances of recovery are better, the
bank could have reason to offer
lower discount on the face value.
This is provided transfer happens
fast. If, this is delayed and default
period increases even exceeding
three years, the fate of these
loans too will be no different
from those in the first lot. 

In short, the entire bad loan
book on offer (read: `200,000
crore) would be available to the
‘bad bank’ at heavy discount to
the face value. What if this is fixed
at say 18 per cent?

In absolute terms, this works
out to `36,000 crore. Of this,
NARCL pays 15 per cent or
`5400 crore in cash to the banks
and for the balance `30,600 crore,
it will issue SRs. To redeem them,
the former must realize at least
`30,600 crore from selling
theNPAs to investors. If, the
NARCL doesnot realize even one
rupee, then also it need not
worry as SRs valued up to
`30,600 crore being guaranteed
by the Union Government, the
latter will pay for it in full.    

Short of jargon and high-
sounding phraseology, the pro-
posed ‘bad bank’ is merely an
attempt to use tax payers’ money

for bailing out NPAs afflicted
banks. Put simply, of the `
200,000 crore,  the Union
Government will give `30,600
crore by way of sovereign guar-
anteeand the rest (sans a tiny sum
of `5400 crore)as direct bud-
getary support.

The Government should stop
taking recourse to disingenuous
methods. Instead of following a
circuitous route, making things
non-transparent, setting up new
institutions, adding to adminis-
trative and overhead costs and so
on, it should candidly accept the
dire need to inject that much cap-
ital in to the banks and give it
from the Budget. During the last
four years, it gave them `300,000
crore to deal with their NPAs; it
can give a further `200,000 crore. 

At the same time, to recover
bad loans and stem their prolif-
eration, first, it should revi-
talisethe IBC mechanism by
restoring the February 12, 2018
circular and strengthening the
NCLT; secondly, expeditious dis-
posal of challenges to NCLT
orders in High Courts and SC;
thirdly, stepping up ‘tracking’
and ‘surveillance’ within banks
for early detection of bad loans
including frauds (at present, it
takes years for them to report)
and lastly, stem corruption and
nepotism.    

Sans these harsh steps, the
tide of NPAs will not stop forc-
ing the Government to repeated-
ly bail them out.

UTTAM GUPTA

It is necessary to understand what links
early life adversity to poor adult health
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MONEY MATTERS

T
ATA Projects Limited on
Monday announced it has
secured an order of

approximately Rs 2,100 crore
for Phase 1 of Chennai
Peripheral Ring Road Project
(Northern Port Access Road)
connecting the strategically
important Ennore Port here
with Thatchur.  It includes the
Link Road to Chennai Outer Ring Road from Northern Port Access
Road, the infrastructure company said in a release."The six-lane
project will have a total length of 25.38 km, which includes a 1.4 km
bridge over Buckingham Canal, and is targeted for completion in
three years.  There are 26 structures in the project, which include
eight major bridges, eight minor bridges, two road-over-bridges,
seven vehicle under pass/vehicle over pass and one interchange. It
will also include 29.38 km of drains and 41.88 km of retaining wall,"
it said. Once completed, this project will reduce traffic congestion
and travel time, while enhancing road safety and operational
efficiency of highways, it said. 

C
ommerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal on
Monday said the existing

foreign trade policy (FTP) will
be extended till March 31
next year. The government
had earlier extended the FTP
2015-20 until September 30
this year due to the Covid-19
crisis.The Foreign Trade
Policy provides guidelines for enhancing exports to push economic
growth and create jobs. "We are notifying it today evening or
tomorrow...We have decided to extend the policy until March 31
(2022)...and in the (new) financial year, we can start with the new
policy," he told reporters here. He expressed hope that by that time,
Covid-19 issues would be resolved. On March 31, 2020, the
government had extended the Foreign Trade Policy 2015-20 for one
year till March 31, 2021, amid the coronavirus outbreak and the
lockdown. Exports during April-September 21, 2021, stood at over
USD 185 billion, he added. 

Govt to extend existing foreign
trade policy till March: Goyal

T
he UK government on
Monday temporarily
suspended rules under its

Competition Act to allow fuel
companies to address a supply
crisis, which has led to long
queues at several petrol stations
across the country. Known as the
Downstream Oil Protocol, the
step will allow the government to work with fuel producers,
suppliers, hauliers and retailers to ensure that disruption is
minimised as far as possible. The measure will make it easier for
the fuel industry to share information so that they can more easily
prioritise the delivery of fuel to the parts of the country and
strategic locations that are most in need. “We have  long-standing
contingency plans in place to work with industry so that fuel
supplies can be maintained and deliveries can still be made in the
event of a serious disruption,” said UK Business Secretary Kwasi
Kwarteng.

UK suspends competition law
to cut petrol station queues

T
he rupee weakened by 15
paise to close at 73.83
(provisional) against the US

dollar on Monday as a stronger
greenback against key rivals and
rising crude oil prices weighed
on investor sentiment. Besides,
multiple bouts of volatility on
domestic equities front and
mixed cues from global financial markets brought the rupee more
under pressure, analysts observed. At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the rupee opened on a weak note at 73.70 and
slid to the day's lowest level at 73.84 a dollar towards the fag-end
of the session. For a brief period, it ventured into positive territory
and touched a high of 73.60.The domestic unit finally settled the
day at 73.83 a dollar, showing a drop of 15 paise over its previous
close. On Friday, the currency had closed 4 paise down at 73.68
against the US dollar. The dollar index, which gauges the
greenback's strength against a basket of six currencies, rose by
0.11 per cent to 93.42.

Rupee ends 15 paise lower 
at 73.83 against US dollar

TATA Projects secures order for
Chennai Peripheral Ring Road 

PNS n MUMBAI

Equity indices pared
most of their early gains
but managed to close at
fresh lifetime highs on
Monday as robust buy-
ing in RIL and auto
stocks offset profit
booking in the IT pack.  

Rising for the third
straight session, the

30-share BSE Sensex ended
29.41 points or 0.05 per cent
higher at its new closing
peak of 60,077.88. Intra-day,
it soared to an all-time high
of 60,412.32.  

On similar lines, the
broader NSE Nifty inched up
1.90 points or 0.01 per cent
to end at its fresh lifetime
high of 17,855.10. 

Maruti Suzuki was the top
gainer in the Sensex pack,
rallying 6.53 per cent, fol-
lowed by M&M, Bajaj Auto,
NTPC, Reliance Industries,
HDFC Bank and UltraTech

Cement.  On the
other hand, HCL

Tech, Tech
Mahindra, Bajaj

Finserv, Infosys, L&T,
Nestle India and
HUL were among
the main laggards,
shedding up to

4.58 per cent. 
The market breadth was

negative, with 17 of the 30
Sensex components ending
in the red, while 13 mustered
gains. 

"Domestic equities traded
range-bound amid positive
cues from global equities.
Heavy profit-booking in IT
and pharma nullified the
impact of sharp recovery in
auto stocks," said Binod Modi,
Head - Strategy at Reliance
Securities.

Auto stocks witnessed
strong rebound as continued
underperformance for last
couple of months, expecta-
tions of improvement in
demand scenario from
October and positive com-
mentary from select compa-
nies about semiconductor
issue made investors buy qual-
ity names in OEMs, he noted. 

Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit Financial
Services, said, "Due to profit
booking in IT, Pharma and
FMCG, domestic markets
failed to uphold its winning
streak to close flat in a volatile
session."  

"Realty stocks continued its
rally on positive developments
in the sector while the senti-
ments in the auto sector were
lifted on expectation of better
sales numbers for September.
The market is also awaiting
the release of August's core

sector output data and
September's manufacturing
PMI data this week," he added. 

Sectorally, BSE auto, realty,
energy, oil and gas, bankex
and utilities indices rallied as
much as 3.11 per cent, while
IT, teck, healthcare and
FMCG indices closed lower. 

Broader BSE midcap and
smallcap indices ended on a
flat note. 

Asian markets were mixed
after China's central bank
announced fresh liquidity
measures amid the continuing
debt crisis at real estate giant
Evergrande. Bourses in Hong
Kong and Seoul ended with
gains, while Shanghai and
Tokyo were in the red. 

Stock exchanges in Europe
were trading on a positive
note, led by German shares
after federal election results
showed that the hard-left
Linke party did not get the
requisite votes to enter parlia-
ment.

Meanwhile, international
oil benchmark Brent crude
climbed 1.32 per cent to USD
78.25 per barrel.  

The rupee weakened by 15
paise to close at 73.83 against
the US dollar on Monday as a
stronger greenback against
key rivals and rising crude oil
prices weighed on investor
sentiment. 

PNS n MUMBAI

With the restart of economic
activity, fraudsters have shift-
ed their focus to target unsus-
pecting people from travel
and leisure, communities
(online forums) and logistics
sectors, a report said on
Monday.

Digital fraud attempts from
India grew 269 per cent in the
travel and leisure segment,
267 per cent in communities
which also includes online
dating and 94 per cent in
logistics over the same in the
year-ago period, the report by
credit information company
Transunion said.

Transunion monitors digital
fraud attempts after analysing
data from over 40,000 websites
and apps contained in its fraud
analytics offering to come up
with the trends. 

"This quarter (April-June),
as countries began to open up
more from their COVID-19
lockdowns and travel and
other leisure activities became
more mainstream, fraudsters

clearly made this industry a top
target," its senior vice president
Shai Cohen at the global fraud
solutions unit said.

The pandemic accelerated
community (i.e. online dating)
and online retail transactions
which require logistics, and
fraudsters have recognized
this, Cohen said.

"In India post the unlocks,
travel and leisure has increas-
ingly become a target as the
industry recovers and fraud-
sters are looking to capitalise
as more transactions return to
this industry,” Cohen said.

The top type of fraud in the

travel and leisure segment per-
tains to credit cards while
under the communities head
which also includes dating, it
is profile misrepresentation
that is used the most, the
report said, adding it is ship-
ping fraud in the logistics sec-
tor which is a favourite with
the fraudsters. 

Some industries also saw a
decline in fraud attempts, the
study said, pointing to cases
such as telecommunication
(down 96 per cent), retail
(down 24.88 per cent) and
gambling (down 31.53 per
cent).

Fraudsters shift their focus
to logistics and online dating 

Sensex, Nifty tick higher to fresh
records; auto stocks in top gear

PNS n MUMBAI

Jaipur and Goa have emerged
as the top booked leisure des-
tinations as several states have
eased COVID-19 related
restrictions for travellers to
boost the tourism and hospital-
ity sector, as per a report.

In India, Goa, Jaipur, Manali,
Ooty and Mysore are the top-
ranked leisure destinations
among domestic travellers,
according to Indian hospitali-
ty startup OYO's Unlocking
Travel Report 2021.

Unlocking Travel Report
2021 is based on actual book-
ings on OYO platform during
August - September 2021 and
advance bookings from
October 2021-January 2022,
across different geographies.

According to the report,

most Indians are preferring
long weekends for leisure des-
tinations, as there was a spike

in bookings during
Janmashtami and Ganesh
Chaturthi. 

For the upcoming long
weekends of Dussehra and
Guru Nanak Jayanti, the OYO

data shows that travellers are
opting for holidays across
India's leisure destinations -
with Jaipur topping the list, fol-
lowed by the beautiful beach-
es of Goa, it added. 

Meanwhile, the report also
revealed that in the UK, there
is a high preference for travel
on short weekend breaks, fol-
lowed by school holidays and
business trips.

In the UK, OYO's booking
trends for September reveal
that the British are heading to
London, followed by Bath, a
well-being destination, main-
ly known for its beautiful
ancient Roman Baths, it stat-
ed.

As per advance booking
trends in the UK, Christmas,
New Year, Black Friday, and
Boxing Day are the most

sought-after long weekends
for travel, it added.

Meanwhile, in the US, big
cities and coastlines dominate
travel preferences for
Americans as travel opens up
across the country, the report
said.

Americans are heading to
New York, Hawaii (3 islands),
Las Vegas, Orlando and Key
West, indicating that travellers
have a strong preference for
lively nightlife, amusement
parks, entertainment hotspots
and beaches, according to the
report. 

Based on OYO's advance
booking data between October
and December 2021,
Americans are looking forward
to travelling on Thanksgiving,
Christmas, and New Year's
Eve long weekends.

Jaipur, Goa most booked leisure destinations among Indians

PNS n DUBAI

India will showcase its major
achievements while simultane-
ously exhibiting the beauty of
Indian art, culture and cuisine
at the Expo 2020 Dubai that
kicks off here on October 1, the
Indian embassy said.

The 183-day event, which
would culminate on March 31,
2022 will also make the world
experience India's cultural
diversity, ancient treasures,
business achievements and
leading opportunities with cut-
ting-edge technologies at the
Indian pavilion.  

The India Pavilion is one of
the largest pavilions at the
Expo 2020 Dubai and will
feature an innovative kinetic
façade made up of 600 individ-
ual colourful blocks.

"The world will experience
the country's cultural diversi-
ty, ancient treasures, business
achievements, and leading

opportunities with cutting-
edge technologies at the pavil-
ion. It will showcase a modern
India, high on technology
while simultaneously exhibit-
ing the beauty of Indian art,
culture and cuisine during the
183 days that the event will
run....," the statement said.

According to the agenda, 11

key themes will be represent-
ed at the pavilion, including
climate and biodiversity, space,
urban and rural development,
tolerance and inclusivity, gold-
en jubilee, knowledge and
learning, travel and connectiv-
ity, global goals, health and
wellness, food agriculture and
livelihoods and water.

India to showcase its achievements
and cultural diversity at Dubai Expo 

PNS n NEW DELHI

Leading fertilizer company
Paradeep Phosphates has
received Sebi's go-ahead to
mop up funds through an
initial public offering (IPO).

The IPO comprises fresh
issue of equity shares worth Rs
1,255 crore and an offer for
sale (OFS) of up to
12,00,35,800 shares by its exist-
ing shareholders and promot-
ers, according to the draft red
herring prospectus (DRHP).

Under the OFS, Zuari
Maroc Phosphates Pvt Ltd
(ZMPPL) will offer up to
75,46,800 shares and up to
11,24,89,000 equity shares will
be offered by Government of
India.

Paradeep Phosphates,
which filed preliminary IPO
papers with the regulator in
August, obtained its observa-
tions on September 22, an
update with the Securities and

Exchange Board of India
(Sebi) showed on Monday.

In Sebi parlance, issuance of
observations implies its go-
ahead to float IPO.

Currently, ZMPPL holds
80.45 per cent and
Government of India own
19.55 per cent stake in the
company.

Proceeds of fresh issue will
be used to partly finance the
acquisition of the fertiliser
manufacturing facility in Goa,
for payment of debt and gen-
eral corporate purposes.

Paradeep Phosphates  is
primarily engaged in manufac-
turing, 

trading, distribution and
sales of a variety of complex
fertilizers such as di-ammoni-
um phosphate (DAP) and
NPK fertilizers.

Its fertilizers are market-
ed under brands like 'Jai
Kisaan – Navratna' and
'Navratna'.

Paradeep Phosphates gets

Sebi’s go-ahead to float IPO

PNS n NEW DELHI

Tech major Lenovo on
Monday announced the
launch of its omnichannel
platform Lenovo OnDemand
(LOD), which is designed to
provide a contactless shop-
ping experience to customers.

The LOD platform offers a
hyperlocal experience, where
customers are shown invento-
ry of the nearest store select-
ed for their area, enabling
users to reach out to offline
retailers via the online chan-
nel, Lenovo India Head of
Consumer Business Dinesh
Nair said. He added that the
digital store - which is avail-
able 24/7 - will offer customers
the choice of getting the prod-
uct delivered at their doorstep
within 24 hours or schedule a
pickup from the store at their
convenience.  "This initiative
regulates the number of users
in stores as Lenovo aims at
observing social distancing
and hence maintaining safety
of the customers...This plat-
form also facilitates the future
readiness for small retail/part-
ners as they continue to com-
pete and grow in the phygital
world," he noted.

LOD unveiled
for contactless
shopping
experience

PNS n NEW DELHI

Markets regulator Sebi has
cancelled registration certifi-
cates of Joindre Commodities
Ltd and Pragya Commodity
Brokers Pvt Ltd for failing to
fulfill the "fit and proper" cri-
teria by allowing their clients
to trade in illegal contracts on
National Spot Exchange Ltd
(NSEL).

The brokers were members
of NSEL and had facilitated
trading in paired contracts on
the NSEL platform.

In September 2009, NSEL
introduced the concept of
"paired contracts" on its plat-
form, which involved buying
and selling the same com-
modity through two different
contracts at two different prices
wherein investors could buy a
short duration settlement con-
tract and sell a long duration

settlement contract and vice
versa, with the same counter-
party at the same time, the reg-
ulator noted in separate orders
passed on Friday.

Such contracts were "ex facie
illegal" and NSEL was in effect
running a financing transac-
tion assuring a fixed rate of
returns under the garb of
paired contracts. 

Conditional exemption was
granted from the provisions
Forward Contracts Act, 1952

for forward contracts of one-
day duration for sale and pur-
chase of commodities traded
on NSEL and the conditions
placed an absolute bar on short
sales and stipulated that all out-
standing positions at the end of
the day, must result in delivery
of commodities.

However, Forward Markets
Commission found that 55
contracts offered for trade on
NSEL were with settlement
periods exceeding 11 days and
all such contracts traded on
NSEL were in violation of
FCRA and the condition that
no short sale by members of
the exchange shall be allowed
was not being met by NSEL”.

Since Joindre and Pragya
Commodities were members
of the NSEL and had partici-
pated in / facilitated trading in
paired contracts on the NSEL
platform, Sebi initiated enquiry

proceedings against them and
appointed a designated author-
ity to enquire into whether they
were 'fit and proper' to contin-
ue to  hold the certificate of
registration as Trading and
Clearing Member.

Designated authority con-
cluded that they were not "fit
and proper" in terms of stock
broker regulations and inter-
mediaries regulations and that
the registration granted to
them as commodities deriva-
tives broker be cancelled.

"The Noticee by allowing its
clients to trade paired contracts
which were ex facie illegal, as
noted above, and that too for
a period of over two years, has
failed in conducting its busi-
ness in conformity with the
standards expected to be main-
tained by registered securities
market intermediaries," Sebi
said.

Sebi cancels registration certificates of two brokers

PNS n MUMBAI

IL&FS Financial Services
(IFIN), wholly-owned sub-
sidiary of Infrastructure
Leasing and Financial
Services, on Monday placed 62
non-performing asset (NPA)
accounts worth Rs 4,297 crore
on sale.

The lender said the sale of
NPAs will be done through the
'Swiss Challenge' route.

Under the Swiss Challenge
method, the highest bid in the
first round of bidding becomes
the base price for bidders,
including for the highest bid-
der, to place counter-bids in
the second round of bidding.
The asset goes to the highest
bidder in the second round.

“Applications are invited
from eligible entities for the
purchase of identified loans
provided by IFIN to third
party borrowers (i.e. entities
that do not form part of IL&FS
Group) that are categorised as
non-performing assets,” IFIN
said in a public announce-
ment.

The sale asset book com-
prises 62 accounts with a total
outstanding principal of Rs
4,297 crore. The eligible appli-
cants will have to submit a
binding bid for purchasing the
entire sale asset book compris-
ing all 62 accounts, it said.

IFIN also said it has
received a binding offer from
an initial bidder for the asset
book. 

IL&FS Fin Services plans
to sell 62 NPAs accounts 
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ARCHIE
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SUDOKU

REALITY CHECK CROSSWORD

GINGER MEGGS

NANCY

l Each row and column can
contain each number (1 to 9)
exactly once.

l The sum of all numbers in
any row or column must
equal 45.

Yesterday’s solution

CALVIN AND HOBBES

SPEED BUMP
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fter having enter-
tained the audiences
for decades on the big
screen, Yash Raj Films
is all set to step into
the digital world. It

was earlier reported that Aditya
Chopra is launching a separate
digital division under his YRF
banner to produce content
specifically for OTT platforms.
Now, the banner is all set to start
the journey on the web.

Reportedly, Yash Raj Films’
first web series will be an inves-
tigative thriller. The series will be
led by Irrfan Khan’s son Babil
Khan. The show is said to be set
in Bhopal and will go on floors
in November. Shiv Rawail will be
making his directorial debut with
the series. He is the son of Rahul
Rawail and grandson of H.S
Rawail. The streaming platform
for this mini-series is yet to be
finalised. Shiv Rawail was initial-
ly supposed to make his digital
debut with YRF’s big-scale super-
hero film starring Ajay Devgn,
Ahaan Pandey, and Manushi
Chhillar. However, reports state
that the film has been pushed
indefinitely as the budget does
not seem feasible in the current
scenario. Meanwhile, Babil Khan
will be making his screen debut
with the Netflix film Qala pro-
duced by Anushka Sharma.

Apart from the above-men-
tioned web series, the production
house is also working on a 
web series that will be directed
by Mardaani 2 fame Gopi
Puthran.

Irrfan Khan’s son
Babil to star in

YRF web series 

A

kshay Kumar and
Bhumi Pednekar star-
rer Raksha Bandhan to
release on August 11,
2022

It’s raining
announcements for the Hindi film
industry! A day after the state gov-
ernment of Maharashtra
announced their decision to
reopen theatres on October 22,
filmmakers of the Hindi film
industry have been announcing
the release dates of their films.
Akshay Kumar, who possibly has
the highest number of films in his
kitty, announced the release date
of some of his upcoming films
over the weekend including
Sooryavanshi, Bachchan Pandey,
Prithviraj, and Ram Setu. Later in
the day, the makers of Raksha
Bandhan starring Akshay Kumar
also locked the release date of
their film.

Raksha Bandhan will be
released on August 11, 2022 for
the Independence Day weekend.
Directed by Aanand L Rai, the
film also stars Bhumi Pednekar.
Written by Himanshu Sharma and
Kanika Dillon, the film is pro-

duced by Colour Yellow
Productions and Cape Of Good
Films in association with Zee
Studios.

The film had gone on floors in
June this year in Mumbai where
they had created a set to look like
Delhi’s Chandni Chowk.
Currently, they are shooting in
Delhi. The film also stars
Sahejmeen Kaur, Deepika Khanna,
Sadia Khateeb, and Smrithi
Srikanth, who play Kumar’s sisters
in the film. The movie revolves

around the brother-sister bond.
Akshay Kumar had said, “Raksha
Bandhan is a special film for all of
us, rarely are such pure and simple
films made. Can’t wait to begin
filming for this one!” 

The makers were aiming for a
November 2021 release. However,
owing to the pandemic, the film
got delayed. Meanwhile, the film’s
release will be clashing with
Prabhas’ Adipurush. It is to be
seen who scores higher.

Akshay's Raksha Bandhan all set
to hit big screens on August 11 

ophie Ellis-
Bextor has spo-
ken out about
being raped at
the age of 17 by
an older musi-

cian.
Writing in her new mem-

oir, Spinning Plates, the
singer says she lost her vir-
ginity in the incident at the
apartment of a guitarist, who
was 29.

“I heard myself saying ‘No’
and ‘I don’t want to’,” she
writes, “but it didn’t make
any difference.”

“He had sex with me and I
felt so ashamed. It was how I
lost my virginity and I felt
stupid.”

She continued: “I felt
grubby, but also unsure
about my own feelings as I
had no other experience to
compare it with.”

In the book, which is
being serialised in the Mail
on Sunday, Ellis-Bextor
describes how she met the
musician — who she calls
Jim — at a gig while she was

studying for her A-Levels.
He invited her back to his

flat to see his history books
“and before I knew it we
were on his bed and he took
off my knickers”.

The singer, who is now 42,
says she was left confused
following the incident as the
public perception of rape in
the 1990s “was to not to do
with consent” but rather
“something you associated
with aggression”.

“But no one had pinned
me down or shouted at me
to make me comply,” she
says, adding that “the things
I saw and read and the way
sex was discussed [at the
time] made me believe I did-
n’t have a case.”

According to Rape Crisis
England and Wales, this per-
ception still persists - with
many victims believing they
have no case if there are no
physical signs of struggle or
assault.

The charity says there “are
many reasons why someone
might not scream or strug-

gle”. In fact, it says, “quiet-
ness and stillness might sug-
gest a lack of those crucial
elements of freedom and
capacity”.

Misconceptions like these
can make it difficult for sur-
vivors to seek help, with
many fearing they will not
be believed, it adds.

‘Not listened to’
Ellis-Bextor says she had

decided to share her own
experience to help people
understand “where the line
between right and wrong
lies”.

“My experience was not
violent,” she writes in her
memoir. “All that happened
was I wasn’t listened to. Of
the two people there, one
said yes, the other said no,
and the yes person did it
anyway. The older I’ve
become, the more stark that
29-year-old man ignoring
17-year-old me has seemed.”

As the mother of five sons,
Ellis-Bextor says she had

been careful to intro-
duce them to the con-
cept of consent.

“I want to raise con-
siderate, kind people
who can take other peo-
ple’s feelings into
account,” she writes.

“I want them to actively
want the other person to
be happy, too, rather than
just stopping because
they have to,”
she con-
clud-
ed.

Actress Sophie Ellis
talks about being

raped at the age of 17

ctor-writer Lena
Dunham has
tied the knot
with her musi-
cian boyfriend
Luis Felber.

According to US Weekly,
the duo got married over
the weekend.

Dunham, 35, first con-
firmed she was dating the
English-Peruvian musician
in an interview with The

New York Times in April
this year.

“It’s been a few months.
I feel really lucky. He’s the
greatest person I've ever
met” she said at the time.

Felber, 35, known pro-
fessionally as Attawalpa,
made his first public
appearance with the Girls
creator in August at the
Sundance Film Festival in
London.L
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s we’re inching
closer to World Heart
Day (September 29), it’s
high time we realise and
raise awareness around
Cardiovascular disease

(CVD), including heart disease and
stroke which are steadily on the rise
globally. CVD remains the world’s
number one killer, resulting in 18.6
million deaths a year and is the lead-
ing cause of mortality in India as
well. This year, in sync with the cur-
rent healthcare crisis that the world
is facing the theme of World Health
Day is ‘Use heart to connect’.
Centered on this theme, the aim is to
harness the power of the digital
medium to improve awareness
across people and prevent and better
manage CVD globally.

Here are a few tips for a
healthy heart: 

1. Stop smoking — no ifs, ands, or
(cigarette) butts.

2. Focus on the middle — smaller
waist line.

3. Play between the sheets. Yep,
having sex can be heart healthy

4. Knit a scarf.
For the ‘uncrafty’

lot who don’t do
needles, a jigsaw

puzzle works great too!
7. Power up your salsa.

A good salsa rich in antioxi-
dants is a great snacking choice

when paired with low-fat chips or
fresh veggies, adding soluble fiber
(such as that found in beans and
other legumes) into your diet helps
lower bad (LDL) cholesterol

6. Let the music move you.
7. Go fish.
8. LOL, laugh out loud.
9. Stretch it out.
10. Raise a glass. Red wine offers

more benefits than other alcoholic
beverages. Moderation is key here,
and you should talk to your doctor
about potential benefits and risks.

11. Shun the salt.
12. Move it, move it, move it.
13. Know your numbers. Keeping

your blood pressure, blood sugar,
cholesterol, and triglycerides in
check are important for good heart
health. Learn the optimal levels, and
don’t skip your regular physical
exams.

14. Eat chocolate.
15. Let your housework work for

you.
16. Go nuts. Almonds, walnuts,

pecans, and other tree nuts deliver a
powerful punch for lowering your
risk of cardiovascular and coronary

heart disease.
17. Consider pet

therapy. Our
pets give

us more than unconditional love.
18. Start and stop. And start again.

During aerobic workouts, interval
training (varying your speed and
intensity in short bursts) will boost
your calorie burn.

19. Take the scenic route home,
eliminating stress while driving will
help lower your blood pressure,
which your cardiovascular system
will appreciate.

20. Make time for breakfast. This
is the one meal you shouldn’t skip.
The good-for-you benefits of eating
a healthy breakfast are numerous.
What is included in a healthy break-
fast? Whole grains (whole grain
rolls, cereals, etc.), low-fat protein
(i.e. hard-boiled egg, turkey bacon),
low-fat dairy (skim milk, low-fat
yogurt or cheese), and fruits and
vegetables.

21. Fake your fitness. Park on the
far side of the parking lot, take the
stairs, walk and talk with a friend
instead of e-mailing, play with your
kids at the park. It all adds up to bet-
ter health.

22. Brew up a heart healthy
potion.

Sip on green or black tea , drink-
ing tea can improve arterial health.

23. Smile and say, “How does my
heart look?”

Good dental hygiene does more
than keep your pearly whites glisten-
ing. It may affect your overall health.

24. Walk it off. A five-minute walk
will do wonders for clearing your
head and lowering your stress levels.

25. Pump some iron. Aerobic
activities, effect on weight control is
awesome-more muscle mass means
burning more calories.

26. Find your happy place. A
sunny outlook is good for your

heart, those who are happy
tend to have lower levels of

the potentially harmful hor-
mone cortisol and other stress-

inducing chemicals.

(The author, Dr Subhash
Shiwtarkar is a Consultant at

the Department of Cardiology,
Jaslok Hospital & Research

Center.)

A

Have a happy, 

healthy
heart

onnie
Screwvala’s
RSVP and
Mango People
Media are all set
to bring you an

edge-of-the-seat, sports
drama, Rashmi Rocket
headlined by the incredibly
talented Taapsee Pannu.
Directed by Akarsh
Khurana, the highly antici-
pated film will premiere on
ZEE5 and promises a
unique storytelling experi-
ence with their unparalleled
content. 

Set in the salt marshes of
Kutch, the film is about a
young girl from a small vil-
lage, blessed with a gift.

She’s an incredibly fast run-
ner who dreams of crossing
the finish line. In the jour-
ney to fulfilling her dreams,
she soon realises that the
race to the finish line is
peppered with many hur-
dles, and what seems like
an athletic contest turns
into her personal battle for
respect, honour, and even
her very identity. 

Always the one to take
on hard-hitting and socially
relevant subjects, Taapsee
Pannu says, “This film is
very differently special. I’ve
always been approached
when either the script or
the director is ready to
make the film but one line

of this story fell in my lap
in Chennai and then from
there to it becoming a full
fledged film has been a feel-
ing I haven’t experienced
with any other film before.
Everyone was just so sure
about the story from day 1
that it was never a tough
job to convince any of the
stakeholders to join hands
and give their best for this
film. Hence the result of
this film will affect me a lot
more than my other films.
Also, I’m extremely proud
of it.” 

Living up to the movie
title, the trailer of Rashmi
Rocket showcases an inspir-
ing narrative of its lead

protagonist and her jour-
ney to become Rashmi
Rocket. It’s full of impactful
dialogues, emotions, and a
lot of drama with Taapsee
Pannu’s acting prowess tak-
ing centre stage. The versa-
tile actress appears strong
and sensitive in equal parts
which balances the palpa-
ble energy of the film.
Giving her a thrust is the
impeccable and talented
supporting cast. Don’t miss
the moment with Taapsee
holding India’s flag that will
surely give you goose-
bumps and the belief that
the trailer was worth the
wait! 

Says filmmaker Akarsh

Khurana, “When Pranjal
and Taapsee got Nanda’s
story idea to me, I was
instantly hooked because
while it is a film that covers
a lot of ground, it is essen-
tially about the triumph of
the human spirit. It also
offered the opportunity to
tackle some serious issues,
while still being emotional
and gripping. I couldn’t
wait to sink my teeth into
it. And now I can't wait for
people to see the final out-
come.”  

Produced by Ronnie
Screwvala, Neha Anand
and Pranjal Khandhdiya,
the film is written by Nanda
Periyasamy, Aniruddha

Guha and Kanika Dhillon
and also stars Supriya
Pathak, Abhishek Banerjee,
Priyanshu Painyuli and
Supriya Pilgaonkar. 

Adds producer Ronnie
Screwvala, “So many
immensely talented youth
do not reach their full
potential or even have
opportunities owing to the
obstacles the system and
society throw at them.
Rashmi Rocket is one such
example of someone who
overcame those hurdles
and faced those obstacles
head on. It’s a story of
resilience, determination
and above all the fighting
human spirit.”

TAAPSEE
RACING TO
THE FINISH

LINE 

A

SHIKHA DUGGAL 

s one of the biggest
industries in the
world, it’s surpris-
ing to learn that
the way fashion
operates today is

something explicable to look
at! Who would have thought
that by the time we approach
2021, our clothing will be
made with the help of renew-
able energy resources!

With this, we have definate-
ly approached the ‘insta-age’
of technology so much that
one couldn’t have imagined
India’s first ‘Solar-Vastra’
clothing coming our way. We
got in touch with the founder
of ‘Greenwear’, Abhishek
Pathak who is all about bring-
ing the traditional concept of
‘Khadi’ with the absolute
amalgamation of weaving it
with the help of solar panels! 

Talking about the unique
concept that he has applied
into the forces, he says,
“Usually to craft khadi wear,
the yarns are spun on the
‘charkhas’ as everyone knows,
however, we make use of solar
energy! Many want to know
why I took this drastic step of
blending sustainable fashion
into technology. Let me clear
the air, lately, I realised that
spinning is not something
that all of us have inherited
from our ancestors, rather it is
more of drudgery. I decided
to free the rural women from
this menial work. It’s of no
use where there is less pro-
duce and source of income,
it’s a waste of your energy
right? What we began as a
pilot project in Bihar, today is
coming into so much use!” 

Yarns are spun on solar
charkhas, fabrics are
woven on solar looms
and garments are
stitched on solar
sewing machines
— this is how the
chain of these
solar-vastras
work. The mis-
sion ‘Solar-
charkha’ by

Greenwear,
backed by
Powering
Livelihoods programme
jointly run by CEEW and
Villgro Innovation
Foundation, addresses
three pressing issues: pol-
lution, poverty and women
empowerment! The textile
designer continues, “I envi-
sion ushering a world where
tradition and technology are
infused together to optimally
serve the nature and mankind
with same attention. As a tex-
tile designer, I know the intri-
cacies of Khadi wear, however,
when it comes to the con-
sumers, apprehensions begins.
There are so many myths

attached to
it that it makes the concept
feel so unfair. Khadi has still
not lost its charm! Another
important aspect of khadi-

wear is the onset of ‘barter
system’, it still persists. With
the intiative of ‘go local for
vocal’, jhadi is glamourised all
over again.” 

This is how he’s pushing the
textile boundaries in terms of
solar fibres! It’s like khadi has
now got a new super power.
The idea behind this ‘solar-
vastra’ was to have zero harm-
ful effects on the environ-
ment! 

The textile designer picked
up pace and is becoming
more responsive to market
needs and will be the likely
winner in this fast-changing
modern environment. “We
are still not completely there
dominating the sustainable
fashion trend, it’s a vast vast
concept. It seems to be a huge
millennial trend, but it still
confuses me (he laughs). I see

it in a mechanised term! I
am all for influencing

people to be environ-
mentally conscious,

but I keep that
space open for
interpretation
for my con-
sumers. My
sole aim is to
bring the
much-need-
ed change to
the fashion
industry,

that’s it.”
This concept

of solar-vastra
has become part of

the physical high
street experience in

India now. Inspired by the
sustainable fashion scene,
Abhishek is celebrating the
artisanal textiles leading the
way for new creatives to fol-
low. 

FREEING RURAL
WOMEN FROM DRUDGERY
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IANS n NEW DELHI

Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB)
has recently faced a severe

blow after New Zealand and
England cancelled their respec-
tive tours. The Kiwis cited secu-
rity as a reason whereas England
stated the ‘mental and physical
well-being’ of the players was an
issue. The cancellation of the
tours has affected Pakistan
financially and ‘morally’ as well.
The newly appointed chairman
of PCB Ramiz Raja lambasted
the two nations for abandoning
their respective series.

However, now some of the
Pakistan Ministers and former
cricketers have started “dragging
India’s” name in their state-
ments. They are also allegedly
blaming BCCI for the cancella-
tion of their tours.

To this, a senior BCCI offi-
cial told IANS that Pakistan has
an old habit of ‘using’ India’s

name in all their ‘big or small
news’ that too without any
proof. “We wish Ramiz Raja
good luck…Pakistan cricket
reaches new heights under him.
We want to clear one thing that
the BCCI has no role in the can-
cellation of England and New
Zealand tours to Pakistan.”

“We don’t have time for all
this…And also, I don’t know
why some ex-Pakistan players
are cursing the IPL (Indian
Premier League) for no reason?
I read somewhere that Raja
said that the Aussie players have
even changed their DNA for the
sake of the money they make by
playing in the IPL. He accused
Aussies of playing happily
against India without their usual
aggressive approach. “Now from
where the IPL came here? What
kind of frustration is that? We
understand you are feeling bad
but there is no need to drag India
everywhere,” official added.

IANS nMUMBAI

Mumbai City FC have
signed up goalkeeper

Mohammad Nawaz on a three-
year contract until May 2024,
the franchise announced on
Monday. The 21-year-old, a
product of AIFF Elite Academy,
joins the defending ISL cham-
pions from FC Goa.

Nawaz secured a move to
FC Goa in 2018, where he fea-
tured for the club’s reserve team
in the I-League 2nd Division
and was later handed his first
team debut during the 2018-19
campaign, the club informed in
a release on Monday. Having
played an instrumental role in
the FC Goa’s successful cam-
paigns in 2018-19 and 2019-20,

winning the Super Cup and the
League Winners’ Shield, the
21-year-old custodian became a
pivotal member of Gaurs’ set up.
He recorded as many as nine
cleansheets in 33 appearances in
his first two seasons with the
Goan side.

Mohammad Nawaz said: “I
would like to thank Mumbai
City FC for showing faith in me
and giving me the opportunity
to play at a club that wants to
win games and win trophies. I
had a chance to speak to many
of my friends who are now my
teammates and they spoke high-
ly of the great culture at the club.
I’m looking forward to getting
started on this exciting journey
with my new family and achieve
great things along the way.”

PTI n LONDON

England’s spin bowling all-
rounder Moeen Ali on

Monday announced retirement
from Test cricket to prolong his
career in white-ball formats,
saying he is “content” despite
the widespread belief that he
could have achieved a lot more.

The 34-year-old leaves the
Test arena with 2,914 runs in 64
matches at an average of 28.29.

Besides his five centuries
with the bat, Ali has taken 195
wickets with his off-spin bowl-
ing at an average of 36.66 since
his Test debut in 2014.

“I’m 34 now and I want to
play for as long as I can and I
just want to enjoy my cricket,”
Ali said.

“Test cricket is amazing,
when you’re having a good day
it’s better than any other format
by far, it’s more rewarding and
you feel like you’ve really
earned it.”

Ali had already informed
his England captain Joe Root
and head coach Chris
Silverwood of his decision.

will miss just walking out
there with the lads, playing
against best in the world
with that feeling of nerves
but also from a bowling
point of view, knowing with
my best ball I could get
anyone out.

“I’ve enjoyed Test
cricket but that intensity
can be too much some-
times and I feel like I’ve
done enough of it and
I’m happy and content
with how I’ve done.”

Ali, who has not played a
lot of Test cricket since the 2019
Ashes, was recalled for the
recent home series against
India. He was apparently not
comfortable with the thought
of staying away from family for
extended periods.

He had made up his mind
even before the COVID-19
protocols were shared with
the England and Wales Cricket
Board (ECB) for the Ashes
tour to Australia.

According to a press
release issued by England and
Wales Cricket Board (ECB),
Ali hopes that his Test career
will inspire and open the door
for other British Muslims to

play for
England.

IANS n SYDNEY

Two-time Women’s Big Bash
League (WBBL) champions

Sydney Sixers have signed up
Indian youngsters Shafali Verma
and Radha Yadav ahead of sev-
enth season of the tournament.
The announcement of Shafali
and Radha signing up with the
Sixers comes a day after the duo
of Smriti Mandhana and Deepti
Sharma were announced to join
defending champions Sydney
Thunder.

On Sunday, Shafali scored
56, her maiden half-century in
ODIs as India ended Australia’s
26-match winning streak. She

is expected to open the batting
alongside Australia’s Alyssa
Healy. Radha, the left-arm
spinner, is a part of India’s
squad for the T20I series
against Australia in October.

Shafali and Radha will join
Healy, Ellyse Perry, Ashleigh
Gardner, Stella Campbell, Erin
Burns and former Australia
batter Nicole Bolton. “This is a
very good opportunity for me
and my goal is to just enjoy
myself, to make some new
friends and have fun. I want to
play WBBL and back myself
and just believe in myself,”
said Shafali in a statement by
the club on Monday.

AP n LONDON

However bad things have
seemed for Arsenal over

the last decade, beating
Tottenham at the Emirates
Stadium can usually 
be relied on.

Just not usually as
emphatically as Sunday’s north
London derby triumph — a 3-
1 victory helping to clear the
early-season gloom for Mikel
Arteta’s side.

Never before in the
Premier League has Arsenal
scored three goals as quickly in
a derby.The goals inside the
opening 34 minutes from
Emile Smith Rowe, Pierre-
Emerick Aubameyang and
Bukayo Saka rattled Tottenham
and gave Arsenal fans an after-
noon of gloating in the late
September sun.

“It’s quite easy when you
have boys like this — they
always listen, always ready to
learn,” Aubameyang said.
“They feel free when 
they play. That’s why they’re
doing amazing.”

It was a month ago as
August was drawing to a close
that Arsenal had opened the
season with three losses —
including at defending cham-
pion Manchester City — with-
out scoring while Tottenham
was top with a perfect start.

The captain wanted to put
things right.

“After the game after City,
we needed to have a chat
between players,” Aubameyang
said. “We’re doing really well
right now.”The only thing con-
sistent this month for
Tottenham has been losing all
three games and conceding

three in each. Arsenal, mean-
while, has won all three games
since the international break.

But in a sign of recent infe-
riority for the neighbors, they
aren’t challenging at 
the top but midtable with
Arsenal 10th on goal difference
and Tottenham 11th in the
standings.

Spurs haven’t won at
Arsenal in the league since
2010, and they did everything
to ensure that dismal run
wouldn’t end.

Just look at how much
space was gifted to Arsenal to
launch the attack that ended in
the opening goal in the 12th
minute.

Smith Rowe wasn’t tracked
by the visitors as he found
space in the penalty area to get
on the end of Saka’s cross, evad-
ing a futile late tackle by
Davinson Sanchez to net.

“I’ve always wanted to
score against Tottenham in a
derby,” the 21-year-old acade-
my graduate said. “It’s just the
best feeling ever.”Arteta will be
feeling relieved.

“He just tells us to keep
calm,” Smith Rowe said, “and
he encourages us.”

A couple of months into
the job, Tottenham manager
Nuno Espirito Santo was
unable to have any impact in
preventing this humiliation.

“I am very honest,” he said.
“If the game plan 
didn’t work out the way you
wanted, it’s because you didn’t
decide it well.”

Not even Harry Kane,
stopped from joining
Manchester City, could come to
the rescue.

In fact, the striker managed

to give away the ball inside
Tottenham’s half to Thomas
Partey that led to Arsenal scor-
ing again on the break.

Kane did try to recover the
situation as Arsenal advanced,
but his tackle on Saka could not
prevent him from getting the
shot away to add the third.

Although Son Heung-min
turned in a cross from Sergio
Reguilon in the 79th, there
would be no late Tottenham
comeback. Especially not after
Lucas Moura had a strike
tipped onto the crossbar by
goalkeeper Aaron Ramsdale.

“It is one of the nicest
things I have experienced in
this stadium,” said Arteta, who
has finished eighth in 
both of his seasons in charge of
Arsenal.

It was at Arsenal in
November 2020 that Raúl
Jiménez suffered a head injury
from a clash with David Luiz
that might have ended the
Wolverhampton striker’s career.

He’s back this season and
now scoring again. It was a
moment of magic that clinched
a 1-0 victory over winless
Southampton.

Wearing protective head
gear, the Mexican breezed
through the defense in the
61st minute before striking
past goalkeeper Alex
McCarthy.

Arsenal’s Bukayo Saka, centre, celebrates after scoring his side’s third goal during
the English Premier League soccer match between Arsenal and Tottenham Hotspur
at the Emirates stadium in London, Sunday AP

PTI n DUBAI

Skipper Sanju Samson pro-
duced a well-calculated 82-

run knock on a sluggish track
to help Rajasthan Royals reach
164 for five in their Indian
Premier League match against
Sunrisers Hyderabad, here on
Monday.

It is second consecutive
fifty for Samson after conjuring
up an unbeaten 70 against
Delhi Capitals on Saturday. 

The captain sent the ball
seven times to the fence and
three times over it in his
impressive 57-ball innings,
with which he became the
leading run-scorer (433) of
the season, surpassing Delhi
Capitals’ Shikhar Dhawan
(430).

Yashasvi Jaiswal (36) and
Mahipal Lomror (29 not out),
who was dropped twice (23 and

29), were the other two batters
to provide valuable contribu-
tions on a wicket where the ball
did not come on to the bat eas-
ily for a major part of Royals
innings.

Asked to bowl, pace spear-
head Bhuvneshwar Kumar
(1/28) bowled a splendid length
ball, on leg stump which
worked perfectly for SRH as the
dangerous Evin Lewis (6) hit
straight to Abdul Samad at
deep backward square leg in
the second over.

Despite snaring Lewis’
wicket early, the Sunrisers
bowlers were guilty of bowling
wide and short and Jaiswal took
the opportunity to counterat-
tack. The youngster, who
smashed four boundaries and
a six, played some splendid
shots with skipper Samson also
slowly finding his feet as the
two collected 46 runs in the

Powerplay.
The duo went on to share

a 56-run stand before Sandeep
Sharma (1/30) got rid of
Jaiswal, who had hit a stunning
six just a ball earlier. 

To keep the pressure on the
Royals, SRH skipper Kane
Williamson brought in star
Afghan leg-spinner Rashid
Khan (1/31) back into the
attack and a mis-hit by Liam
Livingstone (4) meant the
move was met with the desired
result.

With Lomror playing sec-
ond fiddle to perfection,
Samson took over the proceed-
ings. But Siddharth Kaul (2/36)
bowled a great last over, dis-
missing Samson and Riyan
Parag (0) to restrict the Royals
to 164 after being hit for 20
runs in his third over. 

Rajasthan Royals:

Evin Lewis           c A Samad
b B Kumar      6

Yashasvi Jaiswal 
b S Sharma   36

Sanju Samson      c J Holder
b S Kaul 82

Liam Livingstone  c A
Samad b R Khan 4

Mahipal Lomror 
not out 29

Riyan Parag c Roy
b S Kaul 0

Rahul Tewatia                  not
out 0

Extras:(B-1, LB-3, NB-3)
7

Total (For 5 wickets in 20
overs)               164

Fall of wickets: 1-11, 2-67,
3-77, 4-161, 5-162.

Bowling: Sandeep Sharma
3-0-30-1, Bhuvneshwar Kumar
4-1-28-1, Jason Holder 4-0-27-
0, Siddarth Kaul 4-0-36-2,
Rashid Khan 4-0-31-1,
Abhishek Sharma 1-0-8-0.

Samson’s 82 take RR to 164

PTI n NEW DELHI

Spectators will be allowed at
next month’s men’s world

boxing championships in Serbia,
the International Boxing
Association (AIBA) announced
on Monday, making it the first
major event in the sport to wel-
come back fans since the start of
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The AIBA, in a statement,
said that tickets have gone on
sale for the October 24 to
November 6 showpiece, where
India will be represented by a
full-strength 13-strong squad
featuring Asian medal-winners
like Deepak Kumar (51kg),
Shiva Thapa (63.5kg) and
Sanjeet (92kg).

“Spectators are allowed at
the 2021 AIBA men’s World
Boxing Championships at Stark
Arena in Belgrade, Serbia.
Tickets for the main AIBA event
went on sale via official tickets
partner eFinity on the website
efinity.Rs,” the AIBA said.

AIBA President Umar
Kremlev said he is eager to see
fans back in the arena after
COVID-19 health safety proto-
cols forced many sporting events
to become made for television in
the last year and half.

“We are waiting for boxing
fans from Serbia and around the

globe to attend AIBA World
Boxing Championships,”
Kremlev said. 

“For us, it will be the first
major event with spectators
after the start of the pandemic.
We are happy to welcome every-
one in Belgrade at Stark Arena.
I expect tough fights, beautiful
victories and bright emotions
from the tournament. Our box-
ers will deliver a great show for
everyone,” he added.

For the first time in AIBA’s
75-year history, the medal win-
ners at the championships will
be rewarded with significant
prize money.

The prize money fund has
been set at USD 2.6 million.

The prize for first place is
USD 100,000. The silver-medal-
lists will receive USD 50,000 and
both bronzes in each weight cat-
egory will walk away with USD
25,000.

Arsenal humiliates Spurs, seasons head in opposite direction AIBA WORLD BOXING C’SHIPS 

TO ALLOW SPECTATORS

CHAMPIONSHIPS SCHEDULE

October 24: Opening Ceremony 

October 25-November 2: Preliminaries

November 3: Rest Day

November 4: Semi-finals

November 5-6: Finals

‘Content’ Moeen Ali
retires from Test cricket

Shafali Verm, Radha
Yadav sign up for 
Sydney Sixers in WBBL

Mumbai City FC sign goalkeeper Mohammad Nawaz

Stop cursing India for

Kiwis, England pullouts,

BCCI official to Pakistan

New Delhi: The start of India’s domestic
season has been delayed by two days with
the Under-19 events for boys and girls
pushed back to September 30 due to a
cyclone alert in south Odisha and north
Andhra Pradesh coasts.

The U19 Boys Vinoo Mankad Trophy

and U19 Girls One-Day tournament was
scheduled to begin on Tuesday across seven
venues. Heavy rain is expected in
Hyderabad and Bhubaneshwar, that are
among host cities for the matches along with
Indore, Vizag, Surat, Rajkot and Nagpur.

“Owing to the incessant rain and the

cyclone alert issued by MET, the BCCI is
compelled to postpone the start of the
group stage from 28.09.2021 to
30.09.2021,” wrote Dhiraj Malhotra, BCCI
General Manager — Game Development
— in his letter to the seven host associa-
tions. PTI

Heavy rain, cyclone alert forces BCCI to delay start of domestic season



he reopening of cinemas in many
parts of the country, especially
Maharashtra, has reinstilled hope
in the entertainment industry for
their upcoming releases. Several

Bollywood
films revealed their release
dates during the weekend,
and on of the biggest has to
the announcement of
Adipurush’s release date,
which the makers revealed
on Monday. 

The much-awaited film
will release on August 11,
2022. It will be the
Independence Day week-

end, hence, the mak-
ers of the film

intend to get
the most
out of it.
Directed by

Om Raut, Adipurush
will see Prabhas in the

lead role of a character
inspired by Lord Ram,
while Kriti Sanon will
be seen as Sita. Saif
Ali Khan plays the
antagonist Lankesh,
inspired by Ravana, in
Adipurush, while
Sunny Singh will be
seen as Laxman.

With many
Bollywood,
Hollywood and
Tollywood films in the

pipeline, the coming
days will see some
films clashing at
the box-office, and

so Adipurush will clash
with Akshay Kumar and Bhumi
Pednekar’s Raksha Bandhan. Directed by
Aanand L Rai, the film will also drop on
August 11, 2022 and that makes it one of
the biggest box-office clashes.

ajor star Adivi Sesh who
has been hospitalised
due to dengue final-
ly returned home
all healthy and is
currently recuper-

ating after the illness.
Adivi Sesh was admitted

to AIG Hospital on
September 18 after experi-
encing a fall in platelet
count. In the first conversa-
tion with his fans after the ill-
ness, Sesh tweeted on Monday:
“Back home. Rest &
Recuperation.”

He also took to Instagram to
share the update and wrote: “Thank
you for all the good energy sent my
way.”

The actor has been advised rest for a
few days before jumping back into
work.

Sesh will soon be seen in
bilingual film Major. He has also
started shooting of Hit 2, pro-
duced by Nani.

Besides these two, Sesh has
Goodachari 2 lined up, the much
anticipated sequel of his 2018 film
by the same name.

SHIKHA DUGGAL 

hen an
actress
wins an
award, it
some-
times

becomes a difficult feeling
to express it, however,
actress Pooja Hegde could-
n’t have stopped herself
from conveying the feeling
of winning an award on a
momentous occasion like
SIIMA that holds so much
regard for the Tollywood
industry! The accomplished
actress has won two awards

back to back, latest being for
the ‘Best Actress in a
Leading Role’ at SIIMA. A

vast honor for her, according
to sources, she was deeply ven-
erated by the Telugu film fra-
ternity for the recognition of
her work in the cinema busi-

ness. In all high esteem, she
shares with The Pioneer, “I
have been travelling, shooting
and dubbing without any
breaks since the past few
weeks, so when I recieved two
awards for being the best
actress consecutively, I was
just so overwhelmed. And I
had this whole new motivation
at work to push myself even
more, because it just hits you
that there are people out there
who are really appreciating
you and your work.”

While the Ala
Vaikunthapurramluoo... fame
is super busy hopping from
city to city for her country-
wide lineup of films, she made
it a point to take out time for
the prestigious award function
too! 

Acknowledging the
immense hard work of the
other contenders, Pooja Hegde
is all about believing in herself.
Talking about the character for

which she bagged the best
actress title, the artist tells us,
“Ala Vaikunthapurramuloo is
one of the most special films
of my career and it will always
remain so. I also feel really
blessed to have all these amaz-
ing and lovely fans who keep
showering me with so much of
their precious love.” 

As far as she believes, all are
truly winners and none of the
other actresses is in any way
less efficient than the other. 

Meanwhile, on the work-
front, her lineup includes films
like Bhaijaan opposite Salman
Khan, Cirkus with Ranveer
Singh, Most Eligible Bachelor
with Akkineni Akhil, that is
releasing soon. 

She also has the pan-India
romantic drama Radhe Shyam
with Prabhas, Acharyaa with
Chiranjeevi and Ram Charan,
Beast with Thalapathy Vijay
and #SSMB28 with Mahesh
Babu. She’s sure on a roll! 
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he last leg of Allu Arjun’s Pushpa, which is directed by Sukumar, is currently
happening at a brisk pace. The entire crew of the film has jetted off to the
picturesque location to shoot a song, according to reports. So, the second

lyrical single will be released soon. Mythri Movie Makers, the makers of Pushpa took
to Twitter to share a picture from the location. The film’s team, artists and caravans
which can be surrounded by a beautiful lake was seen in the picture. Sharing the
picture, the makers wrote, “A song from #PushpaTheRise was shot at a beautiful
and picturesque location a few days back. Update about the most awaited Second
Single soon #Pushpa #ThaggedheLe.”
The film has been shot in various beautiful locations and looks like a promising
action thriller. Other than Allu Arjun, the film also stars Rashmika Mandanna, Fahadh
Faasil, Jagapathi Babu, Prakash Raj, Dhananjay, Sunil, Harish Uthaman, Vennela
Kishore, Anansuya Bhardwaj and Sritej in pivotal roles. Devi Sri Prasad is composing
the music for the film. Bankrolled by Mythri Movie Makers and Muttamsetty Media,
Pushpa-The Rise will release on December 25, 2021. 

anishk Reddy
presents AV
Creative Arts

productions’ ‘Production
No.1’ was launched in the
city on Monday. The film
will feature Tanishk himself
and actress Ankita Sahu in
lead roles.  The film is
being directed by Madhav
Murthy and produced by
Richa Bhatnagar and
Vijayalaxmi. The project
took off with a puja
ceremony at the
Ramanaidu Studios. Chief
guest Venkat Yadav
(Praveen) kickstarted the
movie with the first clap,
while Jyotsna turned on the
camera. 

T

tollywood

oxing legend
Mike Tyson is set
to make his
debut in Indian
cinema with the
upcoming sports

drama feature Liger, star-
ring Vijay Deverakonda.
Making the announcement,
Vijay took to Twitter and
said, “We promised you
Madness! We are just get-
ting started :) For the first
time on Indian Screens.
Joining our mass spectacle
— #LIGER The Baddest
Man on the Planet The God
of Boxing The Legend, the
Beast, the Greatest of all
Time! IRON MIKE
TYSON”

Liger is directed by Puri
Jagannath who is also back-
ing the film via his banner
Puri Connects along with
Karan Johar’s Dharma
Productions.

Dharma Productions
made Tyson’s casting
announcement on its offi-

cial Twitter page.
“Introducing the master of
the ring to the Indian
screens! Kicked to
announce that the dynamite
@MikeTyson has joined the
cast of #Liger!” the tweet
read.

While details of Tyson’s
role are yet to be revealed,
as per the teaser video it
appears he will face off with
Deverakonda’s character in
the boxing ring.

Considered to be one of
the greatest heavyweight
boxers of all time,
Tyson most
famously
played a
fiction-

alised version of himself in
the 2009 Hollywood hit
film The Hangover and its
2011 sequel The Hangover
Part II.

He has also starred in Ip
Man 3, the 2015 film in the
popular Hong Kong martial
arts film series. 

Also featuring Ananya
Panday, Liger will be
released theatrically in five
languages — Hindi, Telugu,
Tamil, Kannada and
Malayalam.

The makers are yet to
announce the

release
date.

T

nown to make criti-
cally acclaimed
films with commer-
cial elements, direc-
tor Krish is all set to
enthuse with his

upcoming flick Konda Polam
starring Vaishnav Tej and
Rakul Preet Singh. As the
release date is fast approach-
ing, the makers are opting for
vigorous promotions.

On Monday, the makers
released the theatrical trailer
that uncovers what the film is
all about and the kind of
breath-takingly courageous
journey we are going to expe-
rience in theatres. The trailer
begins with showing Vaishnav
Tej facing embarrassment in
the city during his interviews.
He returns to his village as a
failure and he gets an oppor-
tunity to prove his calibre. He,
along with his father, take
their sheep to the hill place, as
the village village suffers

water problems. The trailer
also captures the beautiful
romance between Vaishnav
Tej and Rakul Preet Singh.

Vaishnav faces the obstacle
of tigers and robbers in the
forest. How he protects the
sheep forms the crux of the
movie. The trailer is highly
impressive with all the emo-
tions incorporated in it.

Krish’s making, Gnana
Shekar VS’s beautiful camera
work, MM Keeravani’s magi-
cal BGM, coupled with won-
derful performances of
Vaishnav Tej and Rakul Preet
Singh are the major highlights
of Konda Polam trailer.

The story is adapted from
novel written by
Sannapureddy Venkata Rami
Reddy. Produced by Saibabu
Jagarlamudi and Rajeev
Reddy under First Frame
Entertainments, Konda Polam
will hit the screens on
October 8.

Konda Polam

trailer raises hopes 
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PUSHPA MAKERS TEASE FANS

AHEAD OF SECOND SONG RELEASE 

NEW

VENTURE

AWARDS MOTIVATING 

ME TO DO
BETTER: POOJA 
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Sesh defeats
dengue, says he's
“recovering”

Adipurush
to release
in August

2022
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