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iven the emerging threat of
G
cyber warfare, India and
the United Kingdom on Friday
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Partnership last year. Also, to
give direction to our relationship in this decade, the two
nations launched an ambitious
“Roadmap 2030” and the two
sides on Friday reviewed the
progress made in this roadmap,
and also set some goals for the
future, the Prime Minister said.
As regards the free trade
agreement, he said teams of
both the countries are working
and efforts are on to conclude
the FTA by the end of this year.

Johnson said the two countries
wanted to wrap up the pact
before Diwali in October.
On the ties in the sphere of
defence and strategic affairs,
Modi said both the leaders
agreed to enhance cooperation
in the defense sector. He welcomed the UK’s support for
“Self-reliant India” in all areas,
manufacturing, technology,
design and development in
the defence sector.
Continued on Page 2

firmed up a partnership to
develop capabilities to counter
this challenge with a focus on
cyber governance, deterrence,
resilience and capacity building.
Underlining the importance of cyber domain, the two
countries issued a joint statement after the talks between
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and British Prime Minister
Boris Johnson. The statement
said the two countries will
work in partnership to increase
mutual cyber resilience, taking
a holistic and whole-of-society
approach.
The two countries will
complete joint work to identify shared vulnerabilities and
promote effective public-private partnerships, with a view
to ensuring decisions on systems design and deployment
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ed by the national Capital
L
Delhi, India on Friday
recorded 2,451 fresh Covid
cases, the highest since March
18, according to the data updated on the Union Health
Ministry website. In the last 24
hours, 54 deaths were recorded from across the country.
India’s overall death count now
stands at 5,22,116 and overall
cases have risen to 43,052,425.
The number of active cases
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Ahmedabad: Unhappy with
the Congress leadership over
his treatment, Gujarat leader
Hardik Patel set an alarm for
the party by praising the BJP
for its strong leadership.
Hardik listed the BJP
Government’s staunch decisions like construction of Ram
temple in Ayodhya, abrogation
of Article 370 in Jammu &
Kashmir, etc, to justify his
assertions.
In an interview given to
Divya Bhaskar, the youth
Congress leader said he is a
true “bhakt of Ram”, but
scotched the speculation that
he may switch over his loyalty
to the saffron party.
Summing up his pent-up
anger against the leadership of
the Congress, he claimed he
had expressed his grievances
against the party’s Gujarat leadership, but the party did nothing to redress the issues except
affecting just an expedient
change at the Gujarat
Pradesh Congress Committee
top post.
PNS
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ndia and the United
Kingdom on Friday agreed to
scale up their relationship with
a special focus on a new
defence partnership and a free
trade agreement.
Giving the go-ahead to
these crucial pacts in the summit-level talks here, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
visiting British Prime Minister
Boris Johnson reviewed the
entire gamut of bilateral ties.
The two leaders also discussed
the situation in Ukraine and the
Indo-Pacific region. Johnson
described Modi as his “khaas
dost (special friend)”.
The proposed defence
partnership will see Britain
cooperating with India in the
domain of fighter jet technology and propulsion systems for
the warships. This will enable
India to acquire frontline
“know-how” to shore up its
defence manufacturing capabilities within the country.
Addressing the media after
the talks, Modi said, “While
India is celebrating the Azadi
ka Amrit Mahotsav, the UK
Prime Minister’s visit is historic.”
He also said the two countries had established a
Comprehensive Strategic
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jumped to 14,241 and currently
comprises 0.03 per cent of the
overall cases registered so far.
There was an increase of 808 in
the active caseload, the
Ministry data showed.
Over the last 24 hours,
1,589 people recovered from
the viral disease. With this, the
recovery rate fell marginally to
98.75 per cent.
It was 98.76 per cent on the
previous day. With the nationwide tally seeing an uptick, the
daily positivity rate jumped to
0.55 per cent, according to the
Ministry. The weekly positivity rate stands at 0.47
per cent.
The national Capital
remained the top contributor to
the fresh nationwide infections.
Continued on Page 2

he Supreme Court on
T
Friday said that the court
has the power to review the

decision of the Government on
the acceptance or rejection of
remission and is also empowered to direct it to reconsider
its decision.
A bench of Justices DY
Chandrachud and Aniruddha
Bose said the executive power
cannot be exercised arbitrarily even though the
Government has the discretion
to suspend or remit the sentence. The apex court also said
the prerogative of the executive
is subject to the rule of law and
fairness in State action embodied in Article 14 of the
Constitution.
“The Court has the power
to review the decision of the
Government regarding the
acceptance or rejection of an

application for remission under
Section 432 of the CrPC to
determine whether the decision
is arbitrary in nature,” the
bench said. The observations of
the top court came on a plea
filed by a convict Ram Chander
who is undergoing a sentence
of imprisonment for life upon
being convicted for the commission of offences punishable
under Section 302 (murder)
read with Section 149 (unlawful assembly) of the Indian
Penal Code.
Continued on Page 2
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Jaipur: In a bid to widen road
in Rajgarh, an antiencraochment drive was
launched. Two temples, including a 300 years old, and some
shops were demolished early
this week on Sunday and
Monday. Officials described
the action as part of an antiencroachment drive to widen
a road in the municipal town.
They said the demolition was
approved by the Rajgarh Nagar
Palika Board.
The BJP and the Congress
on Friday traded charges over
the demolition of two temples
during an anti-encroachment
drive in Alwar district’s Rajgarh
town this week. Rajgarh is a
BJP-run municipality in
Congress-ruled Rajasthan.
While Rajasthan BJP president Satish Poonia accused the
Congress of being behind the
demolition, State Congress
chief Govind Singh Dotasra
asserted that it was the decision
of the city’s municipality headed by the saffron party.
The
BJP
targeted
Rajasthan’s
Congress
Government over the demolition of temples, saying that the
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party will have to face its consequences. Claiming one of
the demolished temples to be
300-year-old, Poonia said in
Udaipur that the videos on
social media showed a bulldozer demolishing the ancient
Shiv temple.
“It is in the public domain
that all these actions were
taken at the behest of the State

Government,” he said.
He said the State BJP has
decided to send a party delegation, comprising Sikar MP
Swami Sumedhanand, party’s
State vice president Narayan
Singh Dewal and MLA
Chandrakanta Meghwal, to
Rajgarh. “They will give me a
report in three days,” he said.
Continued on Page 2

take into account public safety protections and increasing
the awareness and ability of the
public and infrastructure owners, to increase resilience
against the malicious cyber
activity.
“We will continue to work
closely with industry and
through international standards organisations to ensure
the Internet of Things connectable devices are secure by
design. We will support efforts
to increase the availability and
diversity of cyber skills in our
workforce and promote peopleto-people and educational links
to enhance awareness in the
domain of cyberspace,” it said.
In May 2021, Modi and
Johnson agreed to an Enhanced
Cyber Security Partnership, it
said, adding today, “India and
the United Kingdom outline
our commitment to a joint programme of cooperation to
deliver this partnership,
focused on cyber governance.”
Continued on Page 2

day before Union Home
Minister Amit Shah is to
visit Bihar, Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar sprang a big
surprise by attending an iftar
party hosted by former Chief
Minister Rabri Devi and leader
of Opposition in Bihar
Assembly Tejashwi Yadav.
One of the most eye-catching visuals of the occasion was
Chirag Paswan walking up to
Nitish and touching his feet.
Nitish, in turn, blessed him.
Incidentally, Chirag has all
along been highly critical of
Nitish and did everything to
hurt the JD(U) candidates in
the 2020 Bihar Assembly polls.
The day held special significance for the RJD as the
Jharkhand High Court gave
party supremo Lalu Prasad
bail in the Doranda Treasury
case in which a CBI special
court had sentenced him to five
years in prison and he is
expected to be released in the
next 24 hours.
73-year-old Prasad is in
custody following his conviction and sentencing by a CBI
court in February in a fodder
scam case involving embezzlement of over C139 crore from
Doranda treasury.
“The Jharkhand High
Court has accepted our petition
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for suspension of the sentence
and has granted bail. We had
pleaded that he has served
more than half of his five-year
sentence in this case.
Lalu has already served 41
months in jail ...We had submitted the trial court’s certified
copy in this regard. The court
has granted bail,” Prabhat
Kumar, counsel of Lalu, said.
BJP leader and Industry
Minister Shahnawaz Hussain,
Assembly Speaker Vijay Sinha,
LJP (Ram Vilas) president
Chirag Paswan, VIP president
Mukesh Sahani, State Congress
chief Madan Mohan Jha too
were present .
Interestingly, neither Rabri
nor Tejashvi were present at the
iftar party hosted by Nitish just
a week ago. The RJD was represented by senior leader
Ramchandra Purve.
Virtually mobbed by TV
channel reporters, Nitish
walked the small distance from

his 7 Circular Road bungalow
to Rabri’s 10 Circular Road residence to attend the
event.
Images of Nitish interacting with RJD leaders Tejashwi
and Tej Pratap Yadav went
viral on social media. Rabri was
seen attending to the guests.
Nitish is seen as a master of
“messaging” and his latest
move is seen as a clear signal to
the BJP that his options were
open if the saffron leadership
mounted pressure on him to
vacate the CM’s chair for a BJP
nominee.
Commenting on the political significance of Nitish presence at the iftar party, RJD
leader Mritunjaya Tiwari said
Bihar is set to see a major
upheaval in the days to come.
“I don’t want to say anything
more. Nitish is definitely feeling suffocated within the
NDA,” he said.
Continued on Page 2
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n an “unstinted and multifaceted support” to Sri
Lanka which is grappling
with its worst-ever economic crisis, India has extended
the duration of the USD 400
million currency swap facility which had been concluded with the island nation in
January.
This was the first extension of an international debt
instrument to Sri Lanka after
t he gover nment le d by
President
G ot abaya
Rajapaksa on April 12 temporarily suspended debt servicing. The embattled government had announced an
orderly default until the
country came to an agreement with the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) for a
possible bailout package.
“India's unstinted and
multi-faceted support to Sri

I

Lanka continued. As ongoing
currency support, @RBI
extended the duration of the
US$ 400 million currency
swap for @CBSL which was
concluded in #January this
year,” the High Commission
of India said on Twitter.
However, the debt service suspension was not
applicable to currency swap
arrangements with other central banks.
The debt default came as
the island nation was grappling with its worst-ever economic crisis compounded by
forex shortages and a balance
of payments crisis.
Sri Lanka had also drawn
on Indian credit lines worth
USD 1 billion for essential
imports and separate ones for
the importation of fuel.
The island nation's central bank started borrowing
from other central banks and
the market through swaps as

reserves were lost due to
money printed to keep rates
down, the Economy Next
news service said in a report.
Sri Lanka's economists
have printed money under
various pretexts, delayed
market rate rises through
various monetary instruments and triggered currency crises for 72 years and
blamed them on budget
deficits and imports, the
report said.
The Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) signed the currency swap agreement with
the Central Bank of Sri Lanka
under the SAARC Currency
Swap Framework 2019-22.
Under the agreement, the
Central Bank of Sri Lanka can
make drawals of US Dollar,
Euro or Indian Rupee in multiple tranches up to a maximum of USD 400 million or
its equivalent.
Sri Lanka's economic
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hree transport department
officials were suspended
on Friday on Uttar Pradesh
Chief
Minister
Yogi
Adityanath's direction two days
after a 10-year-old boy was
killed while peeping out a window of his school bus.
Ghaziabad Assistant
Regional Transport Officers
(ARTOs) Satish Kumar and
Vishwa Pratap Singh and
Reserve Inspector Prem Singh
were
suspended
on
Friday.
ARTO (Administration)
Vishwajit Singh has confirmed
the development.
The student of a private
school in Modi Nagar was
killed after his head hit an electricity pole allegedly while
peeping out of the bus on
Wednesday.
The family members of the deceased
have filed a case of negligence
against the school administration.
Sources said the school
bus was carrying more students
than its capacity. The manda-

T

tory fitness certificate of the bus
issued by the transport department expired last year, they
said.
Chief Minister Adityanath
took cognisance of the role of
officials of the road transport
department in Ghaziabad and
expressed displeasure over their
working style, sources said.
In the meeting on Thursday,
the chief minister directed officials to fix the responsibility of
the staffers of the transport
department and punish those
responsible,
they
said.
Angry over the death of the
boy, his family members staged
a two-hour-long protest on
the Delhi-Meerut road on
Thursday accusing the police of
colluding with the school management in the case.
Superintendent of Police
(Rural) Iraj Raja said one side
of the Delhi-Meerut highway
was blocked for some time due
to the protest.
However, the road was
cleared after the protesters
were assured of action in the
case, the police officer said.

Washington: US lawmaker
Ilhan Omar's "unofficial, personal" visit to Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (POK) did not
represent the United States
Government in any way, a US
official said.
India had on Thursday
condemned Omar's visit to
POK as violative of India's territorial integrity and sovereignty and that it reflected her
"narrow-minded" politics.
Speaking to news agency
ANI, Derek Chollet, counselor
to US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken said, "It's an unofficial
personal visit and it does not
represent any policy change on
behalf of the United States
government."

crisis is caused in part by a
lack of foreign currency,
which has meant that the
country cannot afford to pay
for imports of staple foods
and fuel, leading to acute
shortages and ver y high
prices. The country is witnessing large-scale protests
against the government's
handling of the debt-ridden
economy — the worst-ever
economic crisis in the country's history.
Protests demanding the
resignation of President
Rajapaksa and his Sri Lanka
Podujana (Peramuna)-led
government have intensified
as shortages continued and
prices soared. Last week, the
Sri Lankan government said
it would temporarily default
on USD 35.5 billion in foreign debt as the pandemic
and the war in Ukraine made
it impossible to make payments to overseas creditors.
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he Delhi Jal Board (DJB) on
Friday announced its
T
‘Summer Action Plan 2022’
which targeted the production
of about 998 million gallons per
day (MGD) of potable water to
fulfill the peak demand during
the summers, in the national
capital. According to a senior
DJB official, the water demand
in the Delhi reaches to its peak
during the summers. To avoid
any inconvenience, the production of about 998 MGD of
potable water is targeted to be
achieved during the summer
this year by optimizing all the
resources.
“The additional 471 tubewells will be installed shortly at
several locations in city and a
total of about 5263 tube-wells
will be in operation.
Upgradation of Water
Treatment Plants (WTPs) and
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n the national Capital’s Tihar
jail, 15 inmates received selfIinflicted
injuries inside the
premises. The incident took
place on Wednesday.
According to a senior
prison official, a total of 15
inmates got self-inflicted
injuries.
"Four were sent to Deen
Dayal Upadhyay Hospital for
the treatment and they were
later returned to prison. The 11
others were given first aid in
the jail,” said the senior prison
official adding that a legal
action will be taken against all
the inmates involved as per jail
manual.
Earlier, On September 27,

2021, a similar incident was
reported at the Delhi’s Mandoli
prison, where two inmates,
Danish and Anish, wanted to
go out of their ward without
any reason but they were subsequently stopped by the officials as there was an existing
gang rivalr y between
inmates.
Agitated over not being
able to go out of their ward, the
duo started causing harm to
themselves and also asked others to do the same. The other
inmates too then started injuring themselves by banging
their heads on the walls and
stabbing each other following
which prison officials used a
mild force to control the situation.
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The statement said, “Our
2030 vision includes revitalised
and dynamic connections
between our people and
enhanced defence and security cooperation that brings a
more secure Indo-Pacific.”
Through cyberspace, there
is a digital living bridge that
allows our citizens, students
and businesses to interact and
promote our shared prosperity. As we take advantage of the
new opportunities this creates
we must also protect ourselves
against evolving threats, it
said.
The two sides said the
rules-based international order
must be upheld online, just as
it is offline. India and the
United Kingdom are concerned
by the increased willingness of

States and their proxies to
undertake malicious cyber
activities contrary to identified
norms of responsible state
behaviour in cyberspace, they
said.
“We will deepen coordination on mitigation strategies
against Advanced Persistent
Threats as well as cooperation
on tackling cybercrime,” the
statement said.
India and the United
Kingdom recognise the vital
role of voluntary and nonbinding norms of responsible
state behaviour in reducing
risks to international peace,
security and stability as reaffirmed by the 2021 reports of
the UN Sixth Group of
Governmental Experts on
Advancing Responsible State
Behaviour in Cyberspace, they
said.

associated pumping installations have been taken up
through measures like replacement of old pumps and motors,
old panels and other accessories for their optimum performance,” a senior official
said.
“Continuous monitoring
will be carried out in close
coordination with Haryana to
prevent shut down of the water
treatment plants on account of
high level of Ammonia in the
raw water.
Stock position of consumables such as disinfectants,
coagulants, spares for pumps &
motors for all the plants and
pumping stations has been
reviewed. Adequate availability of stocks of these critical
items will be ensured for quality and efficient supply of water
during the upcoming summer
season,”
he
said.
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Police Station, Noida, have
arrested two men, identified as
Vh\bX] 
ith the arrest of two men Mohammed Riyaz and Liaq
linked to Ahmed, linked to the gang of
Wallegedlycyber
cheats, thugs based in Jamtara,
VaP\_P]RWPhPcb Jamtara-based
the Uttar Pradesh police on Jharkhand, Superintendent of
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ttar Pradesh is soon going
to become a dreamland for
U
aspiring sportspersons in the
country as the Yogi Adityanath
Government has started preparations for developing sports
grounds and gymnasiums in
100 gram panchayats.
“In order to promote sports
talent and hone the skills of
players coming out from small
villages and districts, the Yogi
government, in its second
innings, has prioritised provision of sports facilities to all the
players,” a Government
spokesperson said.

From Page 1
Refuting Poonia's allegations, PCC chief Dotasra
accused the BJP of misleading
people and playing politics
over religion.
He said even during the
rule of the former BJP government headed by Vasundhara
Raje, hundreds of temples were
demolished in Jaipur.
Dotasra said the proposal
of demolition was passed by the
Rajgarh municipality board
headed by the BJP which alone
is responsible for the demolitions.
“It is the habit of the BJP
and RSS to commit wrong and
spread communal frenzy. One
temple was private and idols
were removed and the second
temple was partially demolished but its sanctum sanctorum is safe,” he said.
Dotasra asserted that the
Congress government does not
target any religious place.
On the demolition in
Rajgarh, Alwar collector
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The convict sought the
issuance of a writ directing the
Chhattisgarh Government to
grant him pre-mature release.
The Bench said though
the court can review the decision of the Government to
determine whether it was arbitrary, it cannot usurp the power
of the Government and grant
remission itself. On the issue of
the opinion of the presiding
judge of the court for deciding
remission, the apex court said
that
the
appropriate
Government should not
mechanically follow the opinion of the presiding judge.
“In the present case, there
is nothing to indicate that the
presiding judge took into
account the factors which have
been laid down….These factors
include assessing (i) whether

Friday busted an online racket in which conmen duped
people by taking remote access
of their mobile phones. The
cyber cheats are using applications which give them access of
mobile phones from remote
location, including access to
one-time passwords (OTPs)
being sent on a user's number
without them realising it. In the
wake of the finding, the Cyber
Wing of the state police has
urged people not to use "toll
free helpline numbers" of banks
or other services published on
Google under the "ad" category.
Officials of the Cyber
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Delhi recorded 1,042 cases
on Thursday, according to the
State health department's daily
release. The city has a positivity rate of close to 5 per cent.
Taking a cue from Delhi
and Haryana, the Tamil Nadu
Government on Friday reintroduced levying penalty on
those who do not wear a face
mask in public places. Delhi
also issued guidelines to the
schools asking them that students and staff should not be
allowed to enter school premises without thermal scanning.
Overall, the number of
people who have recovered so
far stands at 4,25,16,068, the
Ministry stated. Meanwhile,
scientists in the US have found
the mechanism that the BA.1
and BA.2 Omicron sub-variants use to escape antibodies
and spread rapidly, an advance
that could lead to new therapeutic targets and help update
Covid-19 vaccine formulations.

n its ongoing ‘special operation’ against Ukraine, Russia
has downed 140 aircraft and
106 helicopters and 512
unmanned aerial vehicles
besides destroying 254 anti-aircraft missile systems, 2,422
tanks and other armored combat vehicles, 266 multiple
launch rocket systems, 1,051
field artillery and mortars, as
well as 2,274 units of special
militar y vehicles of the
Ukrainian
armed
forces.
“The Armed Forces of the
Russian Federation continue
the special military operation
in Ukraine. During the day, 14
Ukrainian assets were hit by
high-precision air-based missiles.The strikes hit 1 command
post, 2 ammunition depots, 2
areas of Ukrainian manpower
and military equipment concentration, as well as 2 nationalist strongholds near
Popasnaya,” said Dmitry A
Solodov, Press Secretary of the

Russian Embassy here in a
statement.
Quoting updates from the
Russian Defence Ministry, the
Press Secretary further said
that ammunition depots were
destroyed in Shnurki and
Slavyansk and the Ukrainian
Armed Forces' manpower and
equipment were also hit in
Cherkasskoe
and
Aleksandrovka till Thursday
evening.
Up to 120 nationalists, as
well as more than 30 armoured
vehicles and cars, were
d e s t r o y e d
during the operations on
Thursday.
Operational-tactical and
army aviation of the Russian
Aerospace Forces hit 64 military assets of Ukraine. Among
them, 17 areas of Ukrainian
manpower and military equipment concentration near
Krasnyi
Liman
and
Drobyshevo, as well as two missile and artillery weapons
depots
near
Zaporozhye.

the offence affects the society
at large; (ii) the probability of
the crime being repeated; (iii)
the potential of the convict to
commit crimes in the future;
(iv) if any fruitful purpose is
being served by keeping the
convict in prison; and (v) the
socio-economic condition of
the convict's family,” the bench
said. The apex court directed
that the petitioner's application
for remission should be re-considered. “We direct the special
judge, Durg, to provide an
opinion on the application
afresh accompanied by adequate reasoning,” it said.
“We further direct the
State of Chhattisgarh to take a
final decision on the petitioner's application for remission
afresh within a month of
receiving the opinion of the
special judge, Durg,” the bench
said.

Nakate Shivprasad Madan said
the proposal was passed by the
Nagar Palika board and the
action was taken in accordance with the decision of the
local administration in the
presence of police.
“In the meeting of the
board headed by its chairman,
a proposal to remove encroachments was passed. The executive officer accordingly issued
notices and then the demolition was done,” the collector
said.
Another officer said the
Nagar Palika's executive officer
had issued notices to 86 people
on April 6 to remove encroachments from the road and they
were given time. The action of
demolition of over 100 structures was taken on April 17 and
18.
He said one temple was
completely demolished but the
owners of the temples had
removed the idols. The second
temple was partially demolished but its sanctum sanctorum is safe, he added.

Police (UP Cyber Police)
Triveni
Singh
said.
He said the accused were
held as part of a probe into a Rs
5.97 lakh online fraud with
daughter of a retired CISF official,
who
lives
in
Ghaziabad."The daughter lives
abroad. Her father approached
the police in January this year
with a complaint that his
daughter wanted to start internet banking facility of her
ICICI bank account for which
she used a toll free number of
the bank given on a Google
search
page,"
Singh
said.
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On the geopolitical situation, Modi said both sides
stressed free, open, inclusive,
and rules-based order in the
Indo-Pacific region. India welcomes the UK's decision to join
the Indo-Pacific Oceans
Initiative, he said. Reiterating
India's stand on Ukraine, the
Prime Minister said, “We have
stressed on dialogue and diplomacy in Ukraine for an immediate ceasefire and resolution of
the problem. We also reiterated the importance of respect
for the territorial integrity and
sovereignty of all countries.”
Giving details of the talks
later, Foreign Secretary Harsh
Shringla said both the leaders
discussed Ukraine and Modi
expressed deep concern over
the situation and mounting
humanitarian crisis. He also
reiterated his call for an immediate cessation of violence in
Ukraine, Shringla said.
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During the last few weeks,
the relation between the BJP
and JD(U) has gone from bad
to worse with leader of both
sides taking pot shots at each
other on the possibility of
Nitish's exit as the Chief
Minister.
Shah will be in Patna on
Saturday to attend rally in
Jagdishpur, 80 kms from the
State capital, to mark the
anniversary of freedom fighter Veer Kunwar Singh.
Meanwhile, the State politics took another interesting
turn when senior BJP leader
and former Deputy Chief
Minister Sushil Kumar Modi
criticised his own party's decision-making and went public
with it. He said it was worrisome that BJP's traditional voters were deserting it and NDA's
decision to bet on Union
Minister Pashupati Kumar
Paras to keep Paswan voters in
its kitty has not brought desired
results. He said the Dalit community was seen as more sym-

pathetic to Chirag Paswan during his various programmes.
Sushil gave voice to this
feeling with a series of tweets
on Thursday, saying the loss of
10 sitting seats for the BJPJD(U) alliance in the recent
MLC polls coupled with the
BJP's defeat in Bochahan
Assembly bypolls to the RJD is
a matter of deep introspection.
He said the drift of a section of extremely backward
castes and upper castes away
from the party in the bypoll
was unexpected. Sushil was
apparently referring to the erosion of the BJP's votes among
Nishad, a backward community of boatmen, and
Bhumihars, a traditional support base of the party.
A few party leaders from
the State, who did not want to
be named, said what cannot be
ignored that three winning
RJD candidates in the MLC
polls were Bhumihars, igniting
the prospect of the landed
community warming up to the
Lalu-led party after fiercely
opposing it for decades.
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he Delhi Police Crime
Branch probing the
Jahangirpuri violence case has
asked Enforcement Directorate
(ED) to initiate a money laundering probe against prime
accused Mohammed Ansar
Sheikh under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) as he has allegedly
been found receiving money
from abroad. Police suspect
that Ansar has received money
via shady channels and it was
used to finance disturbances in
the city. The move can spell
more trouble for Ansar Sheikh.
"A letter has been written
to the Director of Enforcement
Directorate to probe Ansar
Sheikh under PMLA charges,"
a senior police officer said.
Delhi Police Commissioner
Asthana has written to ED
Director, Sanjay Kumar Mishra.
Top sources said that police

T

have requested ED to analyse
Ansar Sheikh’s bank account
details and all the properties
owned by him and his family
members. “This will also ascertain if this money was being
given by someone for a purpose, or if he earned this
money through illegal means
like gambling, so that we can
establish links,” said the
sources.
Sources said the movement and phone calls of Ansar
Sheikh were being examined.
“We are examining the phone
calls made by him a few weeks
before communal violence
erupted. It will give us a clear
picture of who was in regular
contact with Ansar Sheikh.”
Ansar Sheikh has shared
several pictures of his wealth on
social media which show him
flaunting BMWs and massive
gold chains. Now the authorities are zeroing in on his financial dealings.
“The ongoing investigation has revealed that Ansar
Sheikh also ran a gambling
syndicate and was funneling
huge amounts via Hawala
channels. The said money was
also used to purchase land

&3,639+3WHDPVSUHYHQW
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New Delhi: After the Congress,
leaders of the Communist Party
of India (CPI), Samajwadi Party
(SP) and a delegation of the
Vishva Hindu Parishad (VHP) on
Friday made a beeline for
Jahangirpuri to meet the residents,
but were stopped by Delhi Police.
Trinamool Congress leaders
also planned to meet Jahangirpuri
residents to take stock of the situation were stopped too. The fivemember delegation led by CPI
national secretary and Rajya
Sabha MP D Raja sat on a dharna near barricades at Kushal
Chowk in Jahangirpuri after being
stopped by security personnel.
The delegation also included
Annie Raja, A Khan, Pallav Sen

Gupta and Binoy Biswan. "We
came here to meet people and
understand their suffering. Why
are we not being allowed to go
inside? Why was this bulldozing
order? Who was behind this? The
Delhi Police is under Ministry of
Home Affairs so Amit Shah
should be held responsible," Raja
told reporters.
Later, a delegation of the SP
comprising MPs ST Hasan,
Vishambhar Nishad, Ravi Verma,
Javed Khan and Safiqur Rahman,
reached the area but was stopped..
"We should be allowed to visit
the place and meet people. They
(police) are preventing us by saying democracy is under threat,"
Hasan told reporters.
SR
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n wake of the increasing
Inational
Coronavirus cases in the
Capital, the Delhi
Government on Thursday
made the wearing of masks in
public places mandatory with
immediate effect and imposed
a fine of Rs 500 for violators.
The Delhi Government’s order
to this effect was issued after a
meeting with the Delhi Disaster
Management
Authority
(DDMA).
However, the DDMA
made an exception and said
that the fine would not be
applicable on people travelling
together in private vehicles.

The Government has asked
District Magistrates to form
teams to ensure implementation of the mandatory mask
rule in the city. However,
sources said in view of
Government offices running at
full capacity and their staff
withdrawn from Covid duties,
it will be a challenge to enforce
the mask mandate.
"This time we will form
fewer teams because not much
manpower is at our disposal.
Also, we expect people to cooperate and use face masks like
they did during the height of
the pandemic," a senior
Government officer said. Civil
defence volunteers will be
deployed in districts to keep a
watch on violators.
In its meeting, the DDMA
noted that the positivity rate of
Covid-19 infections had been
increasing in Delhi over the
past fortnight.
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NEW DELHI: The Delhi
Government on Friday issued
fresh guidelines for schools
stating that “no student or
staff should be allowed entry
into school premises without
thermal scanning” as Covid
cases are increasing rapidly.
“Schools have also been
advised to ask students not to
share lunch and stationery
items,”
the
Standard
Operating Procedure (SOP)
issued by the Government
stated. Parents should be
advised not to send their
ward to school if child or any
member in family tests positive or shows Covid symptoms, it said.
"If a student or staff member displays any Covid symptoms, they should be moved
to an outdoor ventilated space
or quarantine room," the SOP
stated.
"Teachers are directed to
report to principal immediately if any student is found to
have Covid symptoms.
The same must be reported to zonal and district
authorities and school may
close specific wing temporarily or area may be cordoned
off," it stated. All entry and
exit gates of school buildings

3T[WX[^Vb
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New Delhi: Delhi logged
1,042 fresh Covid cases with
a positivity rate of 4.64 per
cent while two persons died
due to the infection.
According to the Delhi
Government’s health bulletin
issued on Friday, a total of
22,442 tests were conducted
in the last 24 hours. Data
show that the number of
home isolation cases stands at
2,173. The number of containment zones was 620 on
April 22.
“There are 9,706 beds for
Covid patients in Delhi hospitals and 94 (0.97 per cent)
of them were occupied,” it
said. Delhi’s case count has
now increased to 18,72,699
and the death toll has risen to
26,164.
SR
should be used to avoid
crowding, it stated. "Help of
volunteers may be taken to
avoid crowding and for maintaining Covid-Appropriate
Behaviour (CAB)," the SOP
added.
SR

and properties in various
places,” sources said. The ED is
empowered to arrest a person
and attach his/her assets during course of a money laun-

dering
investigation.
Meanwhile, an ED source said
that it is reviewing Asthana’s
letter and is expected to take a
call soon. The Delhi Police has

already charged most of
accused in Jahangirpuri violence case, including Ansar
Sheikh, under stringent
National Security Act (NSA).
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s the political brouhaha
over the demolition drive
in Jahangirpuri continues, the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) on
Friday accused Delhi Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) councillors
of demanding bribes from city
residents after their party's
chief Adesh Gupta asked
Mayors of South and East
MCDs to bulldoze illegal
encroachments.
Senior AAP leader and
Delhi Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia called the
development “truth of the BJP's
bulldozer politics" and gave a
call to his party MLAs to firmly stand by people who are
being "intimidated, black-

A

mailed and threatened" by saffron party councillors."Many
such complaints are coming
from all over Delhi. The people of Delhi will not tolerate
this type of blatant extortion
and hooliganism," Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal said
in a tweet.
"Is that why the MCD elections have been postponed?" he
asked. Sisodia appealed to his
party MLAs to stand up against
the BJP's "extortion drive". "I
appeal to all AAP MLAs to
stand against this extortion
drive being run by BJP.
Tell people everywhere in
your area that Delhi
Government and AAP are
standing with people," he said
in a letter to his party legisla-

tors. "If such a case comes to
the notice of any MLA, help the
people, immediately catch the
extortionists of the BJP and
hand them over to the police.
Immediately bring such cases
to the notice of the
Government as well," he added.
The Minister also claimed that
the “real reason behind BJP's
bulldozer politics is their lust
for money."
Earlier, in separate letters to
the two MCD Mayors, Adesh
Gupta had alleged that “antisocial”
elements
had
encroached upon Government
land at several locations in
South and East MCD areas
"because they enjoy protection of local MLAs and AAP
leaders.”
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esidents of Jahangirpuri
R
offered Friday prayers at
the violence-hit C-block mosque
amid heavy security. Even
though majority of shops
remained closed near Kushal
Chowk, some shops in the G
block, which is a few meters
away, were open.
Local residents were also seen
roaming around in barricaded
residential lanes. Police said
that area will remain barricaded for some more days to maintain law and order.
According to Deependra
Pathak,
the
Special
Commissioner of Police, Law
and Order, Eastern Zone, police
teams are keeping a vigil in area
through CCTV cameras also. To
facilitate Friday prayers, the
Delhi Police provided a designated route for people to go to

mosque in C block. “As it is day
for Friday prayers, we were not
stopped by police but a route was

provided by them to us so that
we can offer prayers at mosque,”
said Amzad, a local resident.
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epresentatives of the local
peace committee in
R
Jahangirpuri's C-Block on
Friday appealed for peace and
harmony in the area even as
people from the two communities hugged each other and
resolved to ensure that such
incidents are not repeated.
Locals present during a
press conference in Kushal
Chowk said they would take
out a 'Tiranga Yatra' in the area
to represent brotherhood on

Sunday. A representative from
the Muslim community,
Tabrez Khan, said, "We want
to live in harmony. We will
ensure such incidents are not
repeated. We requestpolice to
reduce force and barricading." A local from Hindu community and Resident Welfare
Association president Inder
Mani Tiwari said, "This (violence) incident is really concerning. Please do not believe
in rumours. Communal clashes have happened here for the
first time. We must ensure
they are not repeated."
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rashant Kishor, in all likelihood, will join the Congress
to play a full-time national level
role of “election strategist” soon
after former party chief Rahul
Gandhi returns next week from
abroad.
The group of senior
Congress leaders has given its
recommendations to party president Sonia Gandhi and left it to
her to take a call on them and
initiate organisational changes.
However, they feel Kishor will
have to completely dissociate
from all other political parties
and remain a dedicated
Congress person or professional.
The fourth round of meeting scheduled between
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi and Kishor could not be
held on Friday. Party insiders
said Rahul’s decision is awaited,
especially against the backdrop
that Kishor has been in regular

P

touch with the Gandhis including Priyanka. Sources said the
panel of eight leaders formed by
the Congress president has discussed at length Kishor's strategy plan and deliberated with
several senior leaders while giving their suggestions to Sonia
and taking it forward in order
to revive the grand old party.
Some leaders of the party would
meet again on Monday for
holding further deliberations on
the party's revival and strategy
plan.
Senior party leader Digvijay
Singh along with Priyanka,
Ambika Soni, K C Venugopal,
Mukul Wasnik, Jairam Ramesh,
P Chidambaram and Randeep
Surjewala are among those in
the panel formed by Sonia,
who sat for several hours and
held many rounds of deliberations during this week. They
have also met many senior
Congress leaders and Kishor
during these deliberations.
Kishor and his organization

IPAC had earlier worked with
former Punjab Chief Minister
and ex-Congressman Capt
Amarinder Singh, Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar, Mamata
Banerjee's Trinamool Congress,
Jagan Mohan Reddy's YSR
Congress, DMK and TRS helping them victories in their states.
One of the senior Congress
leaders and a confidant of the
Gandhis, Digvijaya Singh said
some leaders might have reservations about Kishor’s past association with regional outfits
and his political journey has
been from one party to the other
and in fact had also been a
member of Nitish Kumar’s party
JDU.
"But now that he has come
forward with some concrete
suggestions and the presentation
that he has shared with the
Congress seems to be exciting
when we think to take on the
might of BJP and Modi (Prime
Minister Narendra Modi),”
Digvijay said.

he Supreme Court on
Friday expressed its displeasure over a Delhi Police
affidavit which had said that
"no hate speech was made" during an event held here last year
and directed it to file a "better
affidavit."Delhi Police had told
the apex court that "no specific words against any community were uttered" at an event
organised here by the 'Hindu
Yuva Vahini' on December 19
last year.
"The affidavit has been
filed by the Deputy
Commissioner of Police. We
hope he has understood the
nuances. Has he merely reproduced the inquiry report or
applied mind? Is it your stand
as well or the reproduction of
inquiry report of sub-inspector
level officer?", a bench of
Justices AM Khanwilkar and
Abhay S Oka asked.
The bench questioned can
such a stand be taken on an
affidavit before the court and
wanted to know who verified
the affidavit and if Delhi Police
was accepting it as a correct

finding. Additional Solicitor
General (ASG) K M Nataraj,
appearing for the Delhi Police,
said they will have a "re-look"
of the matter and file a fresh
affidavit.
"The ASG seeks time to get
instructions from authorities to
file a better affidavit... Two
weeks time prayed for. List this
matter on May 9. Better affidavit be filed on or before May
4," the bench said.
The top court was hearing
a petition filed by journalist
Qurban Ali and former Patna
HC judge and senior advocate
Anjana Prakash, who has also
sought a direction for an "independent, credible and impartial
investigation" by an SIT into
incidents of hate speeches
against the Muslim community. As the hearing commenced,
senior advocate Kapil Sibal,
appearing for the petitioners,

drew the attention of the bench
towards extracts of the speech
and the enquiry report of the
Sub Inspector (PS Okhla
Industrial Area). “The counter
affidavit of the Delhi Police says
an inquiry has been conducted and that the persons had
gathered to 'save ethics of their
community….
“In the speech in question,
they say, 'We are ready to kill'!
And the Delhi Police say it is to
'save the ethics of the community? Your Lordships may fix it
for hearing and decide what
constitutionally ethics are…"
Sibal said. The bench then
asked the law officer if any
senior officer has verified the
affidavit. "Some superior officer has seen it? Who has verified it? Has there been an
application of mind as to if this
stand can be taken on affidavit
before the court? This affidavit
is filed by the deputy commissioner of police? He accepts this
position? Is this his understanding or only a reproduction
of IO's report?We want to
understand from you the affidavit filed before this court,” the
bench said.
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ith the army proposing to use electric vehicles (EV) in peace areas,
a demonstration of such vehicles was
given to Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
here on Friday. Army Chief General M
M Naravane and other senior officers
were present at the occasion.
Electric Vehicle manufacturers from
Tata Motors, Perfect Metal Industries
(PMI) and Revolt Motors showcased
their EVs and briefed about the enhancement in technology and range of operation achieved during the past few
years, officials said here. Rajnath has
appreciated the Army's initiative to
induct EVs and reduce dependency on
fossil fuels in line with the government
policies. The government’s policy of
FAME I and II have given tremendous
boost to infrastructure development for
sustaining the EV ecosystem in India.

W

Setting up of EV charging stations has
been delicenced by the government to
facilitate the EV adoption. Naravane
believes that the future in transportation
is EVs and Indian Army has to be a torch
bearer and lead the way in adoption of
this technology even if the world armies
are still only contemplating introduction
of EVs. Based on the directions of the
Chief of Army Staff, a Board of Officers
was detailed under Director General of
Supplies and Transport (DGST)
Lieutenant General Manoj Kumar Singh
Yadav as the Presiding Officer to formulate a definite time bound road map
for introduction of EVs in Indian Army.
The Board of Officers has finalized
its recommendations and Yadav briefed
the Chief of Army Staff, Army
Commanders and Senior Army officers
on Friday about the planned introduction of EVs during the Army
Commanders meeting.
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he Election Commission (EC) is considering the introduction of an electronically
T
transmitted postal ballot system (ETPBS) facil-
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ity for overseas voters. Lamenting that the number of registered overseas voters is "abysmally
low", Chief Election Commissioner Sushil
Chandra has told members of the Indian community in South Africa and Mauritius that the
facility to extend postal ballot or ETPBS to overseas voters is being contemplated. As of now,
overseas Indians are free to cast their votes in
constituencies they are registered in.
In a statement, the EC said that a delegation
led by Chief Election Commissioner of India,
Sushil Chandra visited South Africa and
Mauritius from April 9-19, 2022. CEC Chandra
also interacted with members of the Indian community during his official visit to the two countries and urged them to register as overseas voters as the present numbers are "abysmally low".
In 2020, the EC had proposed to the government to extend the ETPBS facility to eligible overseas Indian voters as well.
In a letter to the legislative secretary in the
law ministry on November 27, 2020, the commission had said that with the successful execution of ETPBS in case of service voters, it is
now "confident" that the facility can also be
extended to the overseas electors. The EC, the
Union Law Ministry and the Ministry of
External Affairs are trying to hammer out certain issues related to extending the facility to
overseas Indian voters.

he CBI has registered two
separate cases against facT
ulty members of the All India
Institute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS) Rishikesh and private
companies for irregularities in
the award of tender for procurement of Road Sweeping
Machine and alleged corruption in setting up of a chemist
shop on the campus of the
institute.
The agency on Friday conducted searches at 24 different
locations including at
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh,
Haryana and Delhi.
The agency has named the
then Additional Professor in
Microbiology Department
Balram Ji Omar, then Professor
Anatomy Brijendra Singh, then
Professor, Assistant Professor
Anubha
Agar wal,
Administrative Officer Shashi
Kant, Accounts Officer Deepak
Joshi and Puneet Sharma, proprietor of Delhi-based ProMedic Devices in the first case
involving procurement of the

road sweeping machine worth
Rs 2.41 crore.
In the second case, the
CBI has booked partners of
Triveni Sewa Pharmacy Pankaj
Sharma and Shubham Sharma,
besides the company for the
contract worth Rs 2 crore.
It was alleged that the officials violated government
norms of tendering process,
dishonestly screened out reputed bidders on bogus grounds
and allowed insignificant firms
who had misrepresented facts
in their tender documents, to
remain in the fray, the CBI said
in a statement.
"It was also alleged that the
accused deliberately ignored
the existence of cartel formation in these tenders. The
accused thereafter allegedly
caused the disappearance of
crucial evidence of the offence.
An alleged loss of Rs.2.41
crore(approx) in the procurement of a road sweeping
machine and Rs.2 crore
(approx) in the award of tender
for setting up of a chemist shop
was caused to AIIMS," the
CBI said in a statement.
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he Supreme Court on
Friday refused to grant
T
bail to Maharashtra Cabinet
Minister and NCP leader
Nawab Malik facing money
laundering charges, saying the
probe is at a nascent stage.
A bench of Justices DY
Chandrachud and Surya Kant
said it will not interfere with
the Bombay High Court order
of March 15 but Malik can
avail the remedy available
under the law before the trial
court.
Senior advocate Kapil
Sibal, appearing for Malik,
said he was arrested in 2022
for something that happened
in 1999. He said there is no
case under the Prevention of
Money Laundering (PMLA)
made out as there is no predicate offence. The bench said
the investigation is at a very
nascent stage and that it will
not interfere with the High
Court order. On March 15,
the Bombay High Court had
rejected Malik's interim application seeking immediate
release in a case of money
laundering, saying just
because the special PMLA
court's order remanding him

in custody is not in his favour;
it does not make that order
illegal or wrong. The
Enforcement Directorate had
arrested Malik in February
under provisions of the PMLA
after which he had filed a
habeas corpus plea in the
high court, claiming his arrest
by the ED and the consequent
remands were illegal.
The HC had said Malik's
counsel had argued before
the PMLA court and vehemently opposed the ED's
request for the Minister's custody. Yet, the Special Court
had remanded him to ED's
custody and subsequently to
judicial custody based on valid
legal grounds. The High Court
had said that the Minister still
had the option to apply for bail
in the case before the special
court.
Malik was arrested by the
ED over a property deal
allegedly linked to the aides of
gangster Dawood Ibrahim.
The central agency has
accused Malik of being part of
an alleged criminal conspiracy to usurp a property in
Mumbai's Kurla area which
currently has a market value
of C300 crore and belongs
rightfully to one Munira
Plumber.
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SRO Chairman S Somanath
I(Maharashtra)
and
Amaravati
MP Navneet
Rana have been provided
security cover by the Union
Home Ministry. Rana has
been accorded 'Y' category
central cover that would entail
about three to four armed
commandos of the Central
Industrial Security Force
(CISF) to move with her, said
officials.
On Friday, the Mumbai
police issued a notice to her
and her MLA husband Ravi
Rana, asking them not to disrupt the law and order situation as they plan to recite
'Hanuman Chalisa' outside
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray's residence
here on April 23. The lawmaker couple are in loggerheads with the ruling Shiv
Sena alliance. Indian Space

Research Organisation (ISRO)
chairman S Somanath has
also been accorded a 'Y+' category security cover. The rocket scientist will have about four
to six armed commandos
round-the-clock with him
whenever he travels to any
part of the country, officials
said.
The CISF, which has traditionally provided proximate
security to previous ISRO
chiefs and also guards the
main complex of the institution in Bengaluru, has been
tasked with the job. Somanath,
who played a key role in
developing the Polar Satellite
Launch Vehicle and the
Geosynchronous Satellite
Launch Vehicle Mk III, or
GSLV Mk III, was appointed
the ISRO chief in January
this year by the central Govt.
ernment. Before the current
assignment, he was the director of the Vikram Sarabhai
Space Centre.
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he WHO has recommended oral
T
antiviral drug (a combination of
nirmatrelvir and ritonavir tablets)
for patients with non-severe Covid-19
who are at highest risk of hospitalisation, such as unvaccinated, older, or
immunosuppressed patients, with
lack of vaccination as an additional
risk factor to consider. This recommendation is based on new data from
two randomized controlled trials
involving 3078 patients. The data show

that risk of hospitalization is reduced
by 85% following this treatment. In a
high-risk group (over 10% risk of hospitalization), that means 84 fewer hospitalizations per 1000 patients.
However, they recommend
against its use in patients at lower risk,
as the benefits are trivial. And they
make no recommendation for patients
with severe or critical covid, as there
is currently no trial data on nirmatrelvir/ritonavir for this group.Their
recommendation is based on new data
from two randomised controlled trials involving 3,100 patients.

In these trials, moderate certainty evidence showed that nirmatrelvir/ritonavir reduced hospital
admission (84 fewer admissions per
1,000 patients), low certainty evidence
suggested no important difference in
mortality, and high certainty evidence suggested little or no risk of
adverse effects leading to drug discontinuation. In the same guideline
update, WHO also makes a conditional recommendation to use antiviral drug remdesivir for patients with
non-severe covid at highest risk of hospitalisation.
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inority Affairs Minister
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi on
M
Friday reacted strongly to

parliamentary panel has
warned the Government
A
against encouraging the sale
and purchase of captive elephants and recommended the
need to strike a careful balance
between tradition and conservation.
Headed by former
Environment Minister Jairam
Ramesh, the committee, in its
report on the Wild Life
(Protection) Amendment Bill,
2021, said it is "deeply conscious" of the fact that a number of religious and cultural
institutions in some states own
elephants which play a crucial
role in daily worship and rituals. The Wildlife (Protection)
Act, 1972, specifically prohibits trade in wild animals
including captive and wild elephants. Under sections 40 and
43 of the law, transfer, acquiring and receiving of a live captive elephant is permissible
only with the prior approval of
the chief wildlife warden.
However, such transfer, acquisition and receiving of an elephant should not involve any

commercial transaction.
The panel said that it is in
"broad agreement" with the
amendments proposed for the
improved care for seized and
surrendered wild animals.
The panel also said that
“Non-official members should
also be part of the state wildlife
board committee proposed to
assess infrastructure projects in
and around protected areas.''
The standing committee of the
state board for wildlife, if
formed, should be represented
by several non-official members — at least three wildlife
institutions and the director of
the Wildlife Institute of India or
his/her nominee, the panel
said in its 254-page report.
It highlighted several concerns regarding the legislation
and urged the Union environment ministry to consider the
recommendations of scientists
and conservationists mentioned in the report. The
wildlife bill was introduced in
LS by Union Env Min
Bhupender Yadav in December
last year. However, soon after
its introduction, several wildlife
and legal experts criticised
some of the clauses in the Bill.
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British labour MP Naz Shah
seeking British Prime Minister
Boris Johnson to raise the issue
of “Islamophobia” during his
visit to India by asking her not
to convert her “prejudiced
agenda of “India Phobia into
Islamophobia”. Shah, Labour
Party MP from Bradford West
and shadow Minister for crime
reduction, took to Twitter on
Thursday to convey to Johnson
that the UK's foreign relations
must not just be based on
trade and internationalism but
also on human rights.
"My plea to the
@10DowningStreet is to raise
the growing issue of
Islamophobia with the Modi
Government," Naz, the British
parliamentarian of Pakistani
origin, said. In a long series of
tweets, Shah said the rising tide
of "everyday hate and mob
lynching" against Muslims in
India is becoming worrying.
Hitting back at Naz, Naqvi
said, "Please, don't convert
your prejudiced agenda of
'India
Phobia'
into
'Islamophobia'.
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two member suicide squad,
A
possibly belonging to a
Pakistan based Jaish-eMohammad (JeM) terrorist outfit, were neutralised near
Sunjwan army camp during an
intense gunfight on Friday. The
security forces too suffered collateral damage in the gunfight
which erupted shortly before
4.00 a.m. A CISF assistant sub
inspector,identified as SP Patel,
sacrificed his life while nine
security personnel were injured
in the encounter. This is the
third strike in the area in the last
two decades and second in a
span of four years.
Jammu and Kashmir
Director General of Police

(DGP) Dilbag Singh after
visiting the encounter site
told reporters, "the attack in
the Sunjwan area of Jammu
was "a larger conspiracy to
disturb peace in Jammu and
sabotage the prime minister's
visit to the region". PM
Narendra Modi is scheduled to visit Jammu to attend
Panchayat day event in Palli
Panchayat of Samba district
on April 24.
Singh also informed
both the members of the
fidayeen squad were wearing
fidayeen vests and were
tasked to carry out a major
suicide strike to sabotage the
upcoming visit of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
He said both the slain
belong to Jaish-e-Muhammad
outfit and were part of a fresh
infiltration bid.
Meanwhile, mobile internet
services remained suspended
and schools were shut in the
vicinity of the encounter site as
a precautionary measure.The
main markets in the area also

wore a deserted look as shopkeepers avoided opening their
shops due to prevailing chaos in
the area.
Elaborating the DGP Singh
said late last night, acting on
information about the presence of terrorist in Sunjwan area
of Jammu, a cordon was laid by
the police, CRPF and CISF
personnel in Sunjwan area.
Singh said, during the operation
when these terrorists attempted

to break the cordon and escape
the area firefight erupted in
which some of our jawans
received injuries and one of the
CISF officer later succumbed to
his fatal injuries.
DIG ,CISF SK Sinha told
reporters at the encounter site,
Central Industrial Security
Force (CISF) bus carrying personnel for their morning shift
initially came under attack in
the Sunjwan area. The terrorists
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he leaders who left the
Bharatiya Janata Party
T
before the Uttar Pradesh
Assembly elections are now
facing the ire of Yogi
Adityanath’s bulldozer as some
of them have received notices
of illegal construction or part
of their properties has been
demolished on the ground that
they were constructed
illegally.
On
Thursday,
the
Shahjahanpur administration
demolished a building owned
by former BJP MLA Roshan
Lal Verma on the ground that
it was illegal. Verma had joined
the Samajwadi Party before
the
UP
assembly
polls.
Verma was the one who
had carried Swami Prasad
Maurya’s resignation letter

from the Yogi cabinet to
Governor Anandiben Patel.
Outside Raj Bhawan, he had
claimed on January 11 that
Yogi’s tyranny would end on
March 10 – the day the results
of the assembly elections were
announced.
Three months later, on
April 19 to be precise, Verma
praised Yogi but this did not
save him from the ire of Yogi’s
bulldozers as Tilhar SubDivisional
Magistrate
Himanshu Upadhyay said that
revenue records showed that
the construction of the building was carried out on government land.
Shahjahanpur District
Magistrate Umesh Pratap Singh
said that the building was constructed on 450 square feet of
government land.
Three bulldozers were used
to demolish the illegal con-

struction, he said, adding that
another plot “grabbed” by the
former MLA had been
razed.
The same day, former Uttar
Pradesh minister Dr Dharam
Singh Saini was issued notices
for constructing shops on an
encroached land. He has been
given seven days’ time to submit his reply otherwise the
shops
would
be
demolished.
Saini, a four-time MLA
from Nukur constituency of
Saharanpur, was a minister in
the Yogi government 1.0. When
Swami Prasad Maurya resigned
from the Yogi cabinet, Saini
along with Dara Singh
Chauhan also resigned and
joined the SP. He contested the
2022 assembly poll from Nukur
as Samajwadi Party -Rashtriya
Lok Dal alliance candidate but
lost the election.

Saini claims he has all the
documents and the construction was carried out only after
the layout map was passed by
the nagar panchayat. He said a
reply to the notice was being
sent to the administration
along with documents. The
said shops have been constructed near Chilkana bus
station in Saharanpur.
Additional
District
Magistrate (Enforcement) at
Saharanpur, Archana Dwivedi,
said the notices were served following a complaint by one
Pramod Kumar of Chilkana on
April 7.
Meanwhile, local authorities in Banda district served a
show-cause notice on former
BJP MLA Brajesh Prajapati,
who also switched to the SP, for
constructing a multi-storey
structure without proper sanction.

fired at the bus and lobbed
grenades, killing Assistant
Sub-Inspector (ASI) S P Patel
and injuring two other occupants of the bus. The force
retaliated effectively, the officer said.
According to officials,
after the attack on the CISF
bus, the terrorists took shelter in the house of Mohd
Anwar in the area and were
eliminated after four hour
long gunfight. A senior
police officer who participated in the operation told
The Pioneer, "the terrorists
attacked the CISF bus from
two different directions leading
to an encounter in the wee
hours of Friday". Another commando of the Jammu and
Kashmir police said, "I barely
escaped the bullet injury as I
managed to duck in time. He
showed blood stains on the
stairs of a nearby shop where
other police personnel took
shelter after receiving bullet
injuries. He said, "a CISF bus
and two police gypsies were

damaged in the encounter".
Some of the security personnel who participated in the
encounter revealed the terrorists were well trained and used
rocket propelled grenades to target the security forces. The
members of the fidayeen squad
were armed with suicide vests
and also knew how to handle
IED's. Before getting eliminated the JeM terrorists had laid
boody trap inside the house to
cause fatal injuries to the security forces. We had to defuse
IEDs while sanitising the entire
area.
Earlier, on February 10 in
2018, three JeM terrorists had
barged inside the Sunjwan army
camp in which two JCO's were
martyred and seven others
including family members of
the soldiers were injured.All
three terrorists were also neutralised in the operation.
The security forces recovered three AK-47 rifles,
grenades, magazines, eatables,
medicines, energy drinks etc
from the encounter site.The

postmortem of the terrorists
were conducted at the
encounter site by the team of
doctors before performing their
last rites.
CISF martyr given farewell
Security forces on Friday
bid farewell to CISF officer S P
Patel who was killed in a predawn gunfight with terrorists in
Jammu city.
Led by Jammu and
Kashmir Director General of
Police (DGP) Dilbag Singh, top
officers of the police, Central
Industrial Security Force (CISF),
Army and Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF) laid
wreaths at the send-off ceremony at district police lines.
“ASI Patel laid down his life
while fighting terrorists. CISF
party was part of a cordon
operation to track down terrorists. In the firing, the ASI
achieved martyrdom,” the DGP
said. The nation will remain forever indebted to Patel for his
supreme sacrifice and devotion,
a senior CISF officer said.
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wo non-local labourers
were again targeted by
T
'unidentified' terrorists in
Nowgam area of Srinagar late
Friday evening.
According to police the
labourers have been identified
and hailed from West
Bengal.
In a tweet Kashmir zone
police said terrorists fired upon
two outside labourers in
Nowgam area, outskirts of
Srinagar City late Friday
evening. Both of them have
been
shifted
to
hospital.
The entire area has been
cordoned off and searches were
going on in the area to trackdown the footprints of
terrorists.
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he best practices being followed by BSES are being
T
recognised by the industry,
peers and the stakeholders.
Union Minister Piyush Goyal
presented BSES Rajdhani
Power Limited (BRPL) and
BSES Yamuna Power Limited
(BYPL) with coveted awards
during the recently concluded
17th National Awards for
Excellence
in
Cost
Management-2019. Organised
by The Institute of Cost
Accountants of India, BRPL
was adjudged ‘first’ & BYPL
‘second’ for excellence in cost
management in the category
‘Power Distribution &
Transmission’.
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et another chit fund scam
exploded in the face of
Y
Bengal administration with
the police on Friday arresting
scamster Shanti Surana who
duped hundreds of people a
whopping Rs 2,000 crore
sources in the Economic
Offence Wing of the State
police said.
The Police arrested the
fraudster on Thursday night
from his plush Queen’s Place
apartment at posh Ballygunge
locality in South Kolkata.
Unlike the other masterminds of Sharada and Rose
Valley companies that mostly targeted the poor and the
middle class Surana duped
the super rich with none of
his victims investing less than

Rs 2-3 crore in his company,
sources said.
“Rs 25-50 lakh would not
matter much for him and so
he would not accept such
‘small’ investment ... he
always played beyond a
crore,” said Nitin an investor
and a senior citizen adding
“most of his clients were
senior citizens.”
The f raudster had
“offered the investors regular
incomes in the form of dividends apart from double of
the invested amount after 5
years,” another investor
said.
The Alip ore dist r ic t
Court remanded the scamster
to a 3-day judicial custody;
sources said adding police
were investigating into a larger network if there was
any.
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n alert by the Central intelA
ligence agencies has put
the Uttar Pradesh Police on its
toes and security has been
further beefed at vital installations.
A search operation was
also carried out in some public transports on inputs that
some members of ultra outfits
could execute a terror plan.
Sources said that the
sleuths of Intelligence Bureau
(IB), through an advisory,
alerted the UP Police on possible terror strikes at some

important public places, vital
installations including the Taj
Mahal and Gorakhnath temple.
This was enough to put the
police brass in a tizzy as recently, an IIT graduate, Ahmad
Murtaza Abbasi, had struck at
Gorakhnath temple and
injured two PAC personnel
before being overpowered.
In subsequent quizzing the
investigators concluded that
he might be a part of some terror module.
Soon after the IB alert, the
UP Police along with Central
agencies, launched an extensive
checking drive in several places
across the state, including Deen
Dayal Upadhyaya (DDU) railway station on Thursday night.
"Railway stations and airports are the most vulnerable
areas and we need to ensure air
tight security to avoid any
kind of infiltration into the city.
“The intelligence apparatus
and police informants have
been activated to trace any sus-

picious element," sources in the
UP Police claimed.
A joint team of
Government Railway Police
(GRP) and Railway Protection
Force (RPF) conducted extensive checking at DDU railway
station and urged the passengers to remain vigilant about
any unclaimed object or suspicious-looking person.
Confirming the IB security advisory, a senior RPF officer said, "Security has been
beefed up and a joint RPF and
GRP team carried out an
extensive checking drive at
Deen Dayal Upadhyaya railway
station on railway platforms,
foot-over-bridge (FOB), yard
area, booking office and station
portico, parcel office, waiting
halls and other places.
“During the search, everything was found in order, but
we are not leaving anything to
chance and are keeping a strict
tab on the movement of people."
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he Trinamool Congress on
Friday attacked the BJP
Government for robbing the
opposition of its democratic
rights after a fact-finding team
of the Bengal ruling outfit was
allegedly prevented from entering the areas affected by recent
communal riots in Delhi’s
Jahangirpuri area.
The TMC team constituted MPs Kakoli Ghosdastidar,
Shatabdi Roy, Aparupa Poddar
and former MP Arpita Ghosh.
“The entire area was barricaded like a fort by the Delhi
Police … we were not allowed
to enter the area … fortunately however we were helped by
a local woman and a child who
navigated us through a narrow
lane,” Ghoshdastidar said
“We were told by a frightened lot of locals how they were
attacked and how their properties were destroyed,” she said
adding the police “pounced
upon us when they came to

know that we had managed to
enter one of the by lanes evading their eyes … then they
forced us to leave he area.”
Another TMC leader
Arpita Ghosh said that an
atmosphere of terror prevailed
in the area. “The people …
many of who are from Bengal
are absolutely terrorized …
there is an atmosphere of terror in the area … people are not
willing to talk … the properties
of the poor people have been
completely demolished … we
have seen and have taken photographs of the area and will
submit our report to our leader
Mamata Banerjee.”
On Delhi Police’s alleged
“misdemeanor” of not letting
the opposition MPs enter the
area senior parliamentarian
Sudip Bandopadhyay said that
“Delhi Police is acting undemocratically.” The minimum
“democratic culture that is
expected from an elected
Government is allowing the
opposition some democratic

space … some right to ask
questions and see things itself
… but here the police not only
prevented the opposition MPs
but misled them through some
other route.”
In
Kolkata
TMC
spokesperson Kunal Ghosh
said that the Bengal
Government was far better
than the BJP Government as
“in Bengal the BJP’s fact finding teams were allowed to visit
Bagtui village in Rampurhat
and Hanshkhali village in
Nadia district… this proves
that the TMC Government is a
democratic Government which
has nothing to hide and the one
in Delhi is a despotic regime.”
Several people had died in
Rampurhat arson and carnage
in an intra-TMC clash last
month and at Hanshkhali a
minor was gang-raped — and
cremated without medical certificate and postmortem being
conducted on her after she died
— by the relatives of a local
TMC leader.
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aking serious cognisance of
the “reckless” allegations of
T
“bias” made against a judge,
Justice Anuja Prabhudessai of
the Bombay High Court has
pulled up Advocate Anjali Patil
for her “unprofessional” and
“unbecoming” conduct, by saying that the advocate as an officer of the court had to maintain dignity and decorum of
the Court and that “there is no
room for arrogance and there
is no licence to intimidate the
Court”.
In a rare reprimand that
came after Patil alleged that the
court was not fair and was
biased in its approach and
threatened to lodge a complaint against the judge with
the chief justice of high court,
Justice Prabhudessai noted in
her two-page order that the
advocate concerned “has grossly overstepped the limits of
propriety when she made
imputations of partiality and
unfairness in open Court. The
conduct was highly unprofessional and unbecoming of an
advocate”
“It has to be borne in

mind that casting scurrilous
aspersions not only has
inevitable effect of undermining the confidence of the public in the judiciary but also has
the tendency to interfere with
the administration of justice,”
Justice Prabhudessai said in her
written order passed on April
19.
Disapproving the manner
in which Patil — who had
sought urgent circulation of a
bail application — conducted
herself in an open court when
the court asked whether there
was any urgency as to take the
matter out of turn, the Judge
noted that the advocate “went
totally off the tangent and
made allegations that this
Court is giving priority to certain matters and to certain
advocates and thus insinuated
that the Court was not fair and
was bias”.
Placing on record “unprofessional” conduct of the advocate concerned, the Judge said:
“She (the Advocate) also complained that the litigants do not
get justice from the Court. She
went on with the tirade in full
presence of the litigants and
lawyers without allowing the

Court to proceed with the
matter in hand or to take up
the other matters.
“She (the Advocate) further threatened that she would
lodge a complaint before the
Hon’ble Chief Justice about
the conduct of this Court and
further sought time to place
the facts on record on an affidavit,” Justice Prabhudessai
nopted.
In her ruling, Justice
Prabhudessai observed: “The
advocate has every right to
protect the interest of his/her
clients. An advocate is answerable to his/her clients and the
frustration of an advocate
when the matter gets
adjourned for whatsoever reason or does not reach the
board is understandable”.
“At the same time, an
advocate as an Officer of the
Court is under an obligation to
maintain the dignity and decorum of the Court. There is no
room for arrogance and there
is no licence to intimidate the
Court, make reckless accusations and allegations against a
Judge and to pollute the very
fountain of justice,” the Judge
noted.
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early a fortnight after the
attack on NCP chief
Sharad Pawar’s south Mumbai
residence, a Mumbai sessions
court granted bail to lawyer
Gunratan Sadavarte and 115
Maharashtra State Road
Transport
Corporation
(MSRTC) employees who were
booked for their involvement
in the incident.
The court granted bail to
Sadavarte, who is allegedly the
mastermind behind the attack
on Pawar’s residence on April
8, on a personal bond of Rs
50,000, while the court ordered
the release of 115 others
against a bond of Rs10,000
each.
Sadavarte and 109 MSRTC
employees were arrested on
April 8, while six other MSRTC
employees were arrested later.
On April 9, the court had
remanded Sadavarte in police
custody and others in judicial
custody.
Sadavarte and other
accused have been booked
under Sections 142 (being
member of unlawful assembly),
145 (joining or continuing in
unlawful assembly, knowing it

N

has been commanded to disperse), 149 (every member of
unlawful assembly guilty of
offence committed in prosecution of common object), 353
(assault or criminal force to
deter public servant from discharge of his duty), 332 (voluntarily causing hurt to deter
public servant from his duty),
333 (voluntarily causing grievous hurt to deter public servant
from his duty) and 334 (voluntarily causing hurt on provocation) of the Indian Penal
Code
On April 19, the
Prosecution had moved the
court seeking police custody of
Sadavarte. The Prosecution
had told the court Sadavarte
had blown up Rs 2 crore collected from 95,000 striking
employees of the Maharashtra
State Road Transport
Corporation (MSRTC) even
while claiming that he was
fight their case free of
cost.
Seeking fresh police custody of Sadavarte, the Special
Public Prosecutor Pradip
Gharat had told the court that
the accused purchased the two
Mumbai properties in the past
few months, while he had

bought a high-end car worth
around Rs. 23 lakh. “We would
like to investigate the source of
funds used for the purchase of
two prime properties in
Mumbai,” he had said.
Making a disclosure to this
effect while making a forceful
plea for fresh custody of
Sadavarte, Gharat had told the
court that the police had —
during the search of Sadavarte’s
home — seized a currency
note counting machine, some
three dozen incriminating documents and a green register
detailing the manner in which
the money would be collected
from MSRTC’s 250 bus depots
in the state.
The Special Public
Prosecutor informed the court
that the police investigations
had revealed that Sadavarte had
allegedly invested the collected
money from the MSRTC
employees for purchasing properties in Parel and Byculla and
a high-end car.
Gharat said that around Rs.
85 lakh was counted on the
currency counting machine,
while an online bank payment
was made to a Kerala dealer for
the luxury vehicle which was
delivered recently.
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hree persons were killed
while two others were critT
ically injured when the car in
which they were returning
home after attending a function
fell into a canal in Ayodhya.
Meanwhile, in Lakhimpur
and Sultanpur, celebratory firing claimed two more
lives.
In Ayodhya, a car carrying
five passengers fell into a canal
while returning from a marriage function near Rangoli
area under Pura Kalandar
police station late on Thursday
night, leaving three occupants
dead, and two others injured
who are being treated in a critical condition at district hospital.
As per reports, Vijay
Pandey (28) of Bairampur area
in Ambedkar Nagar, Atul
Pandey (25), Ravi Sharma (23),
Shravan Pandey (31) and
Arvind Kumar Pandey (42)
were returning after attending
a marriage function when their
car suddenly fell into the canal
on Darshan Nagar-Gangauli
Road in Ayodhya.
With the help of locals, the

victims were taken out of the
car and rushed to the district
hospital where Atul Pandey,
Ravi Sharma and Shravan
Pandey were pronounced dead.
The condition of the other
two — Vijay Pandey and
Arvind Kumar Pandey — was
stated to be critical.
In Sadar Kotwali area of
Lakhimpur Kheri, a youth,
identified as Sunny Rastogi
(30) of Lalpurdied, suffered
wounds during celebratory firing at a tilak function and died
on Thursday night.
The victim had gone to
attend the tilak ceremony of
Dilip Tiwari at Chandel Garden
in Naurangabad under Sadar
Kotwali. Some inebriated youth
present at the function started
firing and a bullet hit Rastogi
in the stomach. He was immediately rushed to the district
hospital where the doctors
referred him to the KGMU
Trauma Centre in Lucknow but
he died on the way.
The police were scanning
CCTV footage of the function
to identify the culprits. Guests
at the function were being
quizzed to ascertain the identity of the miscreants.
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7KH)UHQFKSUHVLGHQWLDOKRSHIXOLVTXLWHD
KDQGIXOIRUDIHZ(XURSHDQQDWLRQVLWVHHPV

0

DULQH/H3HQVD\VLWLV0DFURQRU)UDQFH(XURSHWHOOVWKH)UHQFKLWLV/H3HQ
RU(XURSH7KHYRWHRQ6XQGD\WRHOHFWWKHQH[W)UHQFK3UHVLGHQWLVQRZDV
PXFKDQLQWHUQDOPDWWHURI)UDQFHDVLWLVRIWKH(XURSHDQ8QLRQ,QWKHODVW
SUHVLGHQWLDOHOHFWLRQLQWKH86WKHUHZHUHUXPRXUVRI5XVVLDQLQWHUYHQWLRQ(YHQPHUH
VSHFXODWLRQDERXWDQH[WHUQDOIRUFHLQWHUIHULQJLQWKHGHPRFUDWLFSURFHVVRIDQRWKHU
WKXVYLRODWLQJ$PHULFDQVRYHUHLJQW\ZDVHQRXJKWRUDLVHWKHKDFNOHVRIWKHOLEHUDOV
+RZHYHUKHUHLVDFDVHRIVRPH(XURSHDQQDWLRQV³*HUPDQ\6SDLQDQG3RUWXJDO
³RSHQO\DVNLQJWKH)UHQFKSHRSOHQRWWRYRWHIRU/H3HQWKHIDUULJKWULYDORIVLWWLQJ
3UHVLGHQW(PPDQXHO0DFURQ*HUPDQ&KDQFHOORU2ODI6FKRO]6SDQLVK3UHPLHU3HGUR
6DQFKH]DQG3RUWXJXHVH3ULPH0LQLVWHU$QWRQLR&RVWDSHQQHGDMRLQWDUWLFOHLQ/H
0RQGHWKH)UHQFKGDLO\GHVFULELQJ/H3HQDVRQH´ZKRRSHQO\MRLQVUDQNVZLWKWKRVH
ZKRDWWDFNRXUOLEHUW\DQGGHPRFUDF\µ1RWHDUVDUH\HWEHLQJVSLOOHGDQ\ZKHUHIRU
VXFKDQRSHQLQWHUIHUHQFHLQ)UDQFH·VLQWHUQDODIIDLUV7KRVHZKREHOLHYHLQGHPRF
UDF\DUHDOOKRQRXUDEOHPHQDQGZRPHQ:K\GRHVWKH(XURSHDQ8QLRQKDWH/H3HQ
VRPXFK",WLVKHUWKLUGELGWREHFRPH3UHVLGHQW6KHKDVDUXQQLQJFUXVDGHDJDLQVW
,VODPLF IXQGDPHQWDOLVP +HU DWWLWXGH WRZDUGV
(XURSHDQ8QLRQKRZHYHUUDLVHVWKHODWWHU·VKDFNOHV
6KHLQVLVWVWKDWWKHVRYHUHLJQW\RI)UDQFHFDQQRWFRH[
LVWZLWKWKHGLNWDWVRI(8EXUHDXFUDWV
6KH KDV IRXQG QR XVH IRU WKH (XURSHDQ
&RPPLVVLRQ6KHZRQGHUVZK\)UDQFHVKRXOGFRQ
WULEXWHDELOOLRQIXQGWRWKH(8NLWW\6KHZDQWVERU
GHUFRQWUROVEDFNDQGWKDWVHQGVFKLOOVGRZQWKHVSLQH
RIWKH6FKHQJHQ7UHDW\VXSSRUWHUV)LQDOO\VKHPD\
QRWVK\DZD\IURPGHFODULQJWKDW)UHQFKODZRQWKH
PRYHPHQWRISHRSOHVDQGJRRGVLQ(XURSHLVVXSH
ULRUWR(8ODZ6KHWHOOVWKH)UHQFKSHRSOHSURWHFWLQJ
)UHQFKVRYHUHLJQW\IURP(8LVDQHFHVVLW\%XWLWLVKHUUHODWLRQZLWK3UHVLGHQW9ODGLPLU
3XWLQRI5XVVLDWKDWLVWKHLPPHGLDWHFDXVHRI(XURSH·VZRUU\/H3HQLVFORVHWR
3XWLQEXWGLGQRWOLNHEHLQJDVNHGDERXWLWGXULQJKHUFDPSDLJQ,WZDVRQO\DIWHUWKH
LQYDVLRQRI8NUDLQHWKDWVKHGHFLGHGQRWWRGLVWULEXWHHOHFWLRQSDPSKOHWVIHDWXULQJERWK
WRJHWKHU5XVVLD·VVXSSRUWIRUWKH)UHQFKIDUULJKWLVZHOOGRFXPHQWHG7KHUHLVDOVR
WKHLVVXHRI/H3HQ·VSDUW\KDYLQJUHFHLYHGD5XVVLDQORDQZKLFK/H3HQKHVLWDWHV
WRWDONDERXW7KH(8WKLQNVLWVIRXQGDWLRQVFDQVKDNHLID/H3HQYLFWRU\PDNHVKHU
JR VORZ RQ LPSOHPHQWLQJ VDQFWLRQV DJDLQVW 3XWLQ GLVHQJDJH IURP (8VSRQVRUHG
ZHDSRQVSURFXUHPHQWIRU8NUDLQHDQGZRUVHUHGXFH)UDQFH·VLQYROYHPHQWLQ1DWR
6KHLVRQUHFRUGVD\LQJVKHZRXOGPDNH)UDQFHH[LW1DWR·VLQWHJUDWHGPLOLWDU\FRP
PDQGWKDWFRXOGZHDNHQ1DWR·VUHVSRQVHWRWKHRQJRLQJ5XVVLDQLQYDVLRQ6KHHYHQ
WDONVRID´UDSSURFKHPHQWµEHWZHHQ1DWRDQG5XVVLD´DIWHUµWKH8NUDLQHZDU7KH(8
KDVVXUYLYHG%UH[LWDQGFKDOOHQJHVIURP+XQJDU\DQG3RODQGEXWLVDIUDLGRIDIURQWDO
DWWDFNIURPSRZHUIXO)UDQFHLI/H3HQZLQV
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ow that the abrogation
of Article 370 is a settled thing, it would perhaps be appropriate to
reveal how Kashmir came to
India rather than going to
Pakistan. The version of what
happened step-by-step between
Maharaja Hari Singh, the then
princely ruler of the State of
Jammu & Kashmir, and the then
Indian leadership is largely
known. It is, however, prejudiced
to some extent as attempts have
been made to give all credit to
Jawaharlal Nehru and keep Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel out, so that Patel
does not walk away with all the
credit for integrating the princely states at the cost of Nehru.
Distinguished historian and
columnist Patrick French in his
book Liberty or Death has
revealed what common sense
applied to the limitations of the
1940s could have made possible.
Maharaja Hari Singh was generally considered a progressive
ruler, though the scope of his
political reforms was limited.
Patrick French writes that during
the weeks leading up to
Independence, India’s last
Viceroy Mountbatten had tried
to persuade the Maharaja to
decide about Kashmir’s future,
which the latter refused to discuss seriously. Ostensibly, the
Maharaja’s deferment of a decision on what to do after the
British had left stemmed from his
firm conviction — voiced to his
son yuvraj Karan Singh as late as
July 1947 — that the British were
never really going to leave India.
Events, however, overtook
the Maharaja and his State.
Come August 15, 1947, and
Hari Singh faced a hostile dispensation. The leader of the
pro-Congress All Jammu and
Kashmir National Conference,
Sheikh Abdullah, had close links
with Nehru, whose hostility
towards Hari Singh was no
secret. A revolt had begun in the
southwest of the State in Poonch,
which had always historically
been antagonistic towards the
Maharaja’s rule. Muslim farm
workers there rose against their
Dogra landlords, killing some
local Hindus and driving others
from their homes. This was the
beginning of post-Independence
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anti-Hindu violence in J&K.
Maharaja Hari Singh slowly
began to incline towards India.
He realised that his State
would be destroyed if he
joined Pakistan.
By mid-October 1947,
Kashmir had been thrown
into a serious crisis. The uprising in Poonch was joined by
Pakistani armed brigands,
with official encouragement
from the Pakistani regime.
However, it now comes to light
that India wasn’t oblivious of
the looming threat. For several weeks, Delhi had been
secretly supplying weapons
and ammunition to the State’s
armed forces and making
preparations for a military
advance. The tipping point
came with the armed invasion
of several thousand Pathan
tribesmen. On October 22,
accompanied by a few hundred Poonchis, a ragtag army
began to proceed towards
Srinagar. The Pathan raiders
were acting on Pakistan’s
direct orders, though Pakistan
denied any complicity in it. On
reaching Baramulla, Uri,
Pattan and Muzaffarabad, the
raiders murdered, raped and
looted anybody and anything
they could lay their hands on.
British nuns of Franciscan
convent at Baramulla too were
not spared.
While Hari Singh’s royal
dynasty despaired of having
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lost Kashmir, India would
not. The Government of
newly independent India set
about recovering the territory.
Mountbatten reportedly was
convinced of the righteousness
of India’s case. He told Patel
that he had heard from a
British officer, who had heard
from another British officer,
that the invading Pathans
were “very definitely organised”. A fortnight later,
Mountbatten wrote to King
George VI: “It was unquestionable that, if Srinagar was
to be saved from pillage by
invading tribesmen, and if the
couple of hundred British
residents in Kashmir were
not to be massacred, Indian
troops would have to do the
job… I therefore made it my
business to override all the
difficulties which the
Commanders-in- Chief, in
the course of their duty, raised
to the proposal.” Thus, the
indispensability of India’s role
in saving Kashmir was
acknowledged at the outset.
But a military thrust into
a territory which in those days
was accessible only with difficulty required weeks, and
possibly months of planning.
It was only some time later
that Viceroy Mountbatten
realised the extent of preparations that must have been
made by India, the credit for
which goes to Patel. It appears
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/LNHLWRUKDWHLWWKH2SSRVLWLRQZLOOJDLQ
VWUHQJWKLI&RQJUHVVJHWVWKHUROHRIDQD[OH

DFKGD\ZHKHDUDERXWPDUNHWVRSHQLQJORZHU2UDIWHUIOLPVLO\SXVKHGXSVR
FDOOHGJDLQVWKHVHWDQNLQJLQWKHODWHDIWHUQRRQVHVVLRQ7KHUHFRXOGEHUHD
VRQVWKDWWKH*RYHUQPHQWH[SHUWVDWWULEXWHLWWRPRUHFRQYLQFLQJO\7KH5XVVLDQ
LQYDVLRQRI8NUDLQHWKH:KROHVDOH3ULFH,QGH[LQIODWLRQWKHODWHVWVWUDLQRI&29,'
RUWKHUHFHQWYLROHQWFRQIODJUDWLRQLQVHYHUDO,QGLDQ6WDWHVRQWKHRFFDVLRQVRI5DP
1DYDPLDQG+XQXPDQ-DQPRWVDYOHDGLQJXSWRWKH
UD]LQJRIVWUXFWXUHVLQ-DKDQJLUSXUL%XWXOWLPDWHO\LW
DOOERLOVGRZQWRRQHWKLQJ7KH6WDWHVHHPVWREH
IDLOLQJ LWV FLWL]HQV 3ROLWLFLDQV DUH RQH WKLQJ 5DKXO
*DQGKL 0D\DZDWL $VDGXGGLQ 2ZDLVL $NKLOHVK
<DGDY .&5 6WDOLQ DQG WKH HYHUILHU\ 0DPDWD
%DQHUMHHWDUJHWLQJWKH&HQWUHIRUZKDWWKH\FROOHF
WLYHO\FDOOWKH%-3OHG1'$*RYHUQPHQW·V¶IDLOXUH·LQ
KDQGOLQJWKHVLWXDWLRQ,WORRNVOLNHWKHFDVHRI1HUR
PHUULO\SOD\LQJWKHIOXWHEXWZHZRQ·WVD\QRWKLQJ
DERXW 5RPH 7KH LQWHUHVWLQJ WKLQJ LV WKDW WKH
2SSRVLWLRQWKRXJKVHHPLQJO\XQLWHGLQLWVWUDYDLOV
LWVMRLQWXQGHUVWDQGLQJRISHUVRQDOYHQGHWWDDQGJULHI
DQGJHQHUDOO\UHSHDWHGGUXEELQJDWWKHKXVWLQJVLVQRWDFWXDOO\VWDQGLQJXQLWHG
'LGLVD\VWKH&RQJUHVVKDVKDGLWVFKDQFHVRLW·VEHWWHUIRUDOOWKHVDWUDSVWRVWDQG
XSWRJHWKHUUDWKHUWKDQZDLWLQJIRUWKH¶TXHHQEHH·WRLVVXHRUGHUVRQKRZWKLQJVVKRXOG
RUVKRXOGQRWEHGRQH7KHQVWDQGVXS6KDUDG3DZDUDQGPD\EHULJKWO\SRLQWVRXW
WKDWWKHUH·VQRIXWXUHIRUWKHFDVHRIDQ2SSRVLWLRQFRDOLWLRQLQ,QGLDXQOHVVWKH&RQJUHVV
LVSDUWRILW7KLVLVZKHUHHQWHUVPDVWHUVWUDWHJLVW3UDVKDQW.LVKRUZKRGRQVWKHROG
KDWVRIVHYHUDOSROLWLFDOSDUWLHVDQGLVRQUHFRUGWRKDYHGHOLYHUHGPRVWRIKLVSURPLV
HV%XR\HGE\KLVFRQILGHQFHZKLFKLVOLNHWKHPXFKQHHGHG¶H[WHUQDO·&29,'ERRVW
HUVKRWUDWKHUWKDQWKH¶VHOIEXLOWLPPXQLW\·WKDWDQ\ERG\QHHGVWRRYHUFRPHVHWEDFNV
WKH&RQJUHVVVHHPVWREHKDSSLO\FRQVLGHULQJLQYLWLQJKLPLQWRWKHFRV\IROG+RZHYHU
DVWKH\VD\WKHUH·VPDQ\DVOLSW·ZL[WWKH¶FKXS·DQGWKH¶\LS·6XGGHQO\WKH&RQJUHVV
³ UDWKHUWKDQJHWWLQJPRUHFRKHVLYHRQDFFRXQWRID¶WKLQNLQJ·IRUFHMRLQLQJWKHPWRJHWK
HU³ LVQRZWDONLQJVWUDQJH'HDUROGKDQG'LJYLMD\D6LQJKKDVEHHQUHSRUWHGDVVD\
LQJWKDW´WKHUHDUHGLIIHUHQFHVµRYHU3.·VHQWU\LQWRWKH&RQJUHVV$QGWKHQWKHUH·V
WKHHQWLUH*OLVWWKHUH·VQRZD\RINQRZLQJZKLFKZD\DFDPHOZLOOWXUQ
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Sir — Delivering a lecture at the Delhi
School of Economics recently, the 15th
Finance Commission chairman NK Singh
has made certain startling revelations
regarding the perils of the freebie culture,
which has recently gained traction in order
to woo voters. Disregarding fiscal prudence by doling out freebies can put a
severe dent on the State exchequer.
Moreover, in the long run, future generations will have to bear the debt burden
without any long-term gains of such lavish spending. For instance, Punjab is
already reeling under the impact of debt
amounting to around C3 lakh crore.
Several States like Punjab, Rajasthan,
West Bengal, Kerala and Andhra Pradesh
have a high debt-to-GSDP ratio that
requires fiscal prudence.
The constitutional framework also
makes no provision regarding such doles.
So it is not just the economics and politics of freebies that are deeply flawed but
these affect virtually all sectors as it will
have a direct bearing on the future
prospects of our nation. The money
should be spent on infrastructural and
other social infrastructures. In this context, one can learn a lesson or two from
the Sri Lankan crisis. The Centre and State
Governments must devise laws discouraging politicians from spending public
money lavishly.
Vijay Singh Adhikari | Nainital
D85E;µC294D?3?>F9>359>491
Sir — British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson’s statement that any peace talks
with Russia over Ukraine will fail as
Russian President Vladimir Putin is a crocodile and dealing with him was like “a
crocodile when it’s got your leg in its jaws”
and the western countries continue arming Ukraine to attack Russia in the ongoing war. The UK PM will encourage his
Indian counterpart Narendra Modi to end
its neutrality over the war in Ukraine and
end its longstanding ties with Russia,
which is impossible for India.
Boris Johnson said the world leaders,
including US President Joe Biden, agreed
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eT]QTU^aT_T^_[TR^d[SWTPeTPbXVW^U
aT[XTU PUcTa 2>E83 aTbcaXRcX^]b fTaT
TPbTScWTaXbX]VcaT]S^URPbTbWPbQTT]
RaTPcX]V_P]XRFWT]cWTRPbTbfTaT_TPZ
X]V<PWPaPbWcaPPRR^d]cTSU^aP[PaVT]d\
QTa^U2>E83RPbTbP]SSTPcWbCWTBcPcTWPS
aT_^acTS[hbTT]%RPbTbPSPhTPa[XTa
CWT <PWPaPbWcaP 7TP[cW <X]XbcTa bPhb cWPc
fTPaX]VUPRT\PbZbXb]^c\P]SPc^ahQdcWT
RPdcX^]bbT]X^aRXcXiT]bP]ScW^bTfXcWR^
\^aQXSXcXTbc^R^eTacWTXaUPRTfWT]cWTheT]
cdaT^dcbXSTPbP_aTRPdcX^]Pah\TPbdaTCWT

to continue to supply Ukraine with
weapons, including artillery against Russia,
which has intensified attacks on Ukraine,
which is likely to lead to the third world
war. Ukraine and Russia have not held faceto-face peace talks since March 29 and the
atmosphere has soured over Ukrainian
allegations that Russian troops carried out
atrocities in the town of Bucha near Kyiv.
India, which is the world’s biggest buyer
of Russian weapons and imports its oil,
abstained in a United Nations vote condemning the invasion and has not imposed
sanctions on Moscow and does not have
the guts to go against Russia.
Bhagwan Thadani | Mumbai
G9=2<54?>µC4?E2<561E<D/
Sir —Wimbledon, the tennis’ most prestigious Major, strictly plays by its own
rules. It has a dress code all of its own and
no play in the middle of Sunday.
Sometimes Wimbledon’s self-rule works
to its benefit, like it cancelled the 2020 edition as it had the good sense to purchase
the anti-pandemic insurance. But by bar-

2T]caT WPb PSeXbTS 3T[WX DccPa ?aPSTbW
7PahP]P<PWPaPbWcaPP]S<Xi^aP\c^\PX]
cPX]PbcaXRcfPcRWP]ScPZT_aTT\_cXeTPRcX^]
8]!!P]S!! cWT\^]cW^U<PaRW
fXc]TbbTS WXVW _^bXcXeXch aPcTb P]S cWT
2^a^]PRdaeTfPbU[PccT]X]VQhBT_cT\QTa
2>E83 (fWXRWbdaUPRTSU^acWTUXabccX\T
X] 8]SXP ^] <PaRW !# !! R^d[S QT
Qa^dVWc d]STa R^]ca^[ ^][h PUcTa [^]V P]S
SaTPah\^]cWbCWTaTWPb]^cQTT]PbX]V[T
2>E83UaTTSPhbX]RTXcb^dcQaTPZCWTePR
RX]PcX^]R^eTaPVT\dbcQTaP\_TSd_P]ScWT
cPaVTc^U _TaRT]cePRRX]PcX^]WPbc^QT
PRWXTeTSP\^]VbRW^^[V^X]VRWX[SaT]bcPac
X]VUa^\;:6CWT?aX\T<X]XbcTaWPbP[aTPSh
PbZTS_T^_[T]^cc^[^fTacWTXaVdPaSPVPX]bc
cWT_P]ST\XR:Pa]PcPZP7TP[cWP]S<TSXRP[
4SdRPcX^]<X]XbcTa:BdSWPZPaWPbfPa]TS
_T^_[T c^ U^[[^f 2>E83P__a^_aXPcT
QTWPeX^daCWTbP\TXbcadTX]aTb_TRc^UcWT
]PcX^]PbPfW^[T
:EBTTcWPaP\PXPW| 1T]VP[dad

ring Russian and Belarusian players from
taking part in this year’s edition of the tournament because of the ongoing war in
Ukraine, Wimbledon appears to have
committed a huge unforced error. Most
directly, the ban will impact some topranked players from these two countries,
like Daniil Medvedev, Andrey Rublev,
Aryna Sabalenka and Victoria Azarenka.
On current rankings, more than 20
players from both the countries (far more
in doubles and juniors) cannot take part.
On the second weekend in July,
Wimbledon will crown its winners of the
year 2022. But before that, the story of this
event is already being foretold. The most
foundational requirement for tennis is an
even playing surface, literally. And the
prestigious Wimbledon event has just
undone that. And, instead, it has created
a slippery slope for itself, its name and the
prestigious event itself.
Ranganathan Sivakumar | Chennai
BT]Shh^daUUTTSQPRZcc^)
[TccTabc^_X^]TTa/V\PX[R^\

Patel had kept Nehru in the
dark about procedural details.
An Indian Army officer
present at a meeting of the
Defence Committee in New
Delhi later that day said
Nehru still had doubts about
intervention and “talked
about the United Nations,
Russia, Africa, Godalmighty,
everybody, until Sardar Patel
lost his temper. He said,
‘Jawaharlal, do you want
Kashmir, or do you want to
give it away?’ Nehru said, ‘Of
course, I want Kashmir’... and
before he could say anything,
Sardar Patel turned to me and
said, ‘You have got your
orders’.”
The Indian Army drove
out the Pakistani Pathan
raiders, chasing them all the
way to Mirpur. India was militarily well-positioned to
recapture the entire State but
Nehru, concerned more about
his image internationally,
erred grievously in taking the
matter to the UN, which
imposed a stalemate that
plagued India for seven
decades. With Article 370
having been laid to rest by the
Modi administration, it is
time to recognise Patel’s role in
saving Kashmir for India.
(The writer is a wellknown columnist, an author
and a former member of the
Rajya Sabha. The views
expressed are personal.)
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KLV\HDUWKH(DUWK'D\WKHPHLV,QYHVWLQ3ODQHWDQGIRFXVHV
RQWKHHIIHFWVRIFOLPDWHFKDQJHLWVDGYHUVHLPSDFWVRQWKHSODQ
HWDQGWKHUHDOWLPHHIIRUWVEHLQJGRQHWRPLWLJDWHWKHVDPH7KH
WKHPHHQFRXUDJHVJRYHUQPHQWVDQGHQYLURQPHQWDOERGLHVWKHZRUOG
RYHUWRDFFHOHUDWHVROXWLRQVWRSURWHFWSODQHWHDUWKDJDLQVWLPPHGL
DWHHQYLURQPHQWDOWKUHDWV7KHWKUHHSLOODUVRIWKLV\HDU VWKHPHDUH
$FW %ROGO\ ,QQRYDWH %URDGO\ DQG,PSOHPHQW (TXLWDEO\ 7KHVHDUH
YHU\UHOHYDQWIRUWKHZRUOG VHQYLURQPHQWDOFRQGLWLRQVZKLFKXUJHQW
O\UHTXLUHVROXWLRQVIRUSUHVVLQJSUREOHPV%XW,QGLDSUREDEO\QHHGV
WKHPDWHULDOLVDWLRQRIWKHVHSLOODUVHYHQPRUHDVDIWHUWKH&23DW
*ODVJRZLWKDVEHFRPHDSSDUHQWWKDWWKHJRYHUQPHQWDORQHFDQQRW
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HFRQRP\WRDJUHHQHFRQRP\
(DUWK'D\FDQDOVREHDFDOOWRDFWLRQIRUWKHJHQHUDOSRSXODWLRQ
WRLQFUHDVHWKHLUDZDUHQHVVOHYHOUHJDUGLQJWKHHQYLURQPHQWDQGLPSDFWV
RIFOLPDWHFKDQJH7KHJRYHUQPHQWPXVWSRVLWLYHO\LQFHQWLYLVHXVDJH
RI(FRFRQVFLRXVEUDQGVDQGSURGXFWVLQVWHDGRISHQDOLVLQJWKHJHQ
HUDOSXEOLFIRUXVLQJQRQELRGHJUDGDEOHPDWHULDO6RPHWLPHVVXFKD
FKDQJHLQVWUDWHJ\FDQKHOSSURYLGHEHWWHUUHVXOWVWKDQEHIRUH7KHVH
LQLWLDWLYHVFDQWUXO\KHOSH[WUDFWLQJWKHSODQHWIURPDQHQYLURQPHQWDO
FRGHUHGFRQGLWLRQ2QWKHHYHRI(DUWK'D\,QGLDPXVWUHFRJQLVH
DQGDSSUHFLDWHWKHFRPSHOOLQJVXFFHVVVWRULHVIURPWKHFRUSRUDWHZRUOG
LQWKHILHOGRIHQYLURQPHQWDOFRQVHUYDWLRQDVWKH\VHWDQLQVSLULQJH[DP
SOHIRUDOOWRIROORZ0DQ\WHFKFRPSDQLHVIRULQVWDQFHDUHOHDJXHV
DKHDGRIJRYHUQPHQWHIIRUWVLQLPSOHPHQWLQJVROXWLRQVWRORZHUWKHLU
UHVSHFWLYHFDUERQIRRWSULQWV,QIRV\VIRUH[DPSOHWXUQHGFDUERQQHX
WUDO\HDUVDKHDGRIWKH3DULV$JUHHPHQW VGHDGOLQH6LPLODUO\
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n 2017, the Government of India
announced the National Health Policy
that envisioned the provision of comprehensive health care with integration
of preventive and curative services at all
administrative levels, development of primary health care in stages and creating a
system of medical education to include preventive and social medicine.
Within a year, in 2018, we saw the operational manifestation of the policy with the
announcement of Ayushman Bharat (AB)
with its two pillars ofPradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana (PMJAY) and Ayushman
Bharat-Health and Wellness Centres
(AB-HWCs).
Under PMJAY, the government
becomes a payer of hospital expenses upto
Rs 5 lakh per family for about 50 crore citizens.The AB-HWCswere set up to deliver universal comprehensive primary health
care and have multiple components that are
rooted in two fundamental premises: One,
introduce wellness as a key aspect of service delivery and to ensure that the spectrum of preventive, promotive, rehabilitative and palliative care received as much
attention as curative care.Two, expand the
range of services to include non-communicable diseases, mental health, ENT, ophthalmology, oral health, geriatric and palliative care and trauma care apart from the
ongoing focus on maternal, newborn child
care and identified communicable diseases.
It is with these two fundamental
premises as the focus that on 14th April
2018, India embarked upon the journey of
comprehensive, preventive and promotive
health care with Hon'ble Prime Minister
inaugurating the first Ayushman Bharat
Health and Wellness Centre (AB-HWC)in
remote Jangla of Bijapur district in
Chattisgarh. It is with pride that we note
that the country has not only reached the
set target of 1.1 lakh AB-HWCs by March
31, 2022 but also over-achieved to have
1,17,440 AB-HWCs already operational.
The transformation of SHCs, PHCs
and UPHCs to AB-HWCs is a 9-point
reform spanning all aspects of the healthcare systems such as expanded package of
services, human resources with the introduction of a new cadre of mid-level health
care providers viz. Community Health
Officers, financing, access to an expanded
range of essential medicines and diagnostics, creating IT systems to facilitate continuum of care and paradigm shift in services delivery, community participation,
ownership and governance.
Why are AB-HWCs important and different from the present sub centres and primary health care centres? The four pillars
of Primary Health Care, including community participation, appropriate technology,
equitable distribution and inter-sectoral
coordination are being anchored in and
around AB-HWCs to allow every citizen
of India access to quality healthcare, free
of cost near to their homes. AB-HWCs is
a major transformation of primary health
care from disease-centric to a whole-of-
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(The writer is former
Union Health Secretary,
Government of India.
The views expressed are
personal.)

society approach.
The thrust of primary health
care till recently has been on maternal & child healthcare needs. The
HWCs that are operational are now
providing services not only for
pregnant women, mothers, newborns and children, but also for communicable and non-communicable
diseases, mental health, geriatric and
palliative care and for acute simple
illnesses.Screening for primary prevention of chronic diseases such as
hypertension, diabetes and common
cancers, also show an encouraging
trend. With more than 85.87 crore
footfalls in the HWCs at the end of
March 2022, 17.95 crore have been
screened for hypertension, 14.87 for
diabetes and 17.75 crores for three
cancers: oral, breast and cervical cancer. The increase in number of
women accessing the HWCs for
non-communicable disease services
is particularly heartening as hitherto these services were not easily
accessible to them.
Availability of free essential
drugs especially for chronic diseases
in the HWCs not only reduces
patients'sufferings but also has the
potential to decrease out of pocket
expenditure and preventing secondary complications, thus ensuring
wellness and healthy lives for many.
Yoga and wellness are an integral part of India's culture, so, integrating it as a part of healthcare service delivery framework has been
long overdue. In September 2019, at
the first ever high-level meeting on
Universal Health Coverage in the
United Nations, the Prime Minister
called preventive health care as the
first pillar. Through HWCs,
Government of India has mainstreamed India's rich tradition of the
indigenous health system and Yoga
into the healthcare delivery system.
Yoga and wellness sessions are

being organized at AB-HWCs and
as of April 14, 2022, a total of 1.05
crore wellness sessions have been
organised at AB-HWCs across the
country. Health and Wellness
Centres are also becoming the
locus for other physical activity,
(such as regular yoga sessions,
organizing cyclathons and
marathons) meditation, laughter
clubs, talks on Eat Right campaign
and Fit India movement, cessation
of Tobacco and drugs and a place
for exchange of best practices
amongst the community. Through
an Annual Health Calendar,
planned activities at these centres for
a range of lifestyle modifications are
resulting in increased public awareness and preventive measures for fitness. In addition, schoolteachers are
being trained as Ayushman
Ambassadors or Health and
Wellness Ambassadors to enable
integration of lifestyle changes in the
formative years, which has the
potential of preventing or delaying
the onset of chronic diseases in
adulthood.
The sustenance and impact of
AB-HWCs largely hinges on the
community ownership of the facilities and people's trust in the services. Jan Arogya Samitis (JAS) at
AB-HWCs are being established to
enhance people's ownership of the
public health facilities and the
health care team's accountability to
the citizens. Each JAS has nearly 20
members with the local government
elected representative being its
chair. This provides the citizenswith
an opportunity to reap benefits of
the public health resources that they
rightfully own. These JAS should
work in tandem with communitybased platforms like Village Health
and Sanitation Committees
(VHSNCs) in rural and Mahila
Arogya Samitis (MAS) in urban

areas, to enhance action on social
and environmental determinants of
health and enable village health
planning at the local level. Social
Audit through self-help groups will
enhance both local accountability of
the centres and sense of ownership
of the community. The Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan and the Jal Jeevan
Mission are the interventions that
are bound to contribute positively
to India's journey to wellness. The
enhancement of the untied fund to
Rs.50,000 for the Sub-Health Centre
Health and Wellness Centre is a welcome move in this direction.
The celebrations of the 4th
anniversary of AB-HWCs have
begun on April 16, 2022.Nationwide
felicitations are being conducted
under the theme "eSanjeevani
HWC- Health and Wellness through
teleconsultation". The theme echoes
the vision laid down in the early
years of Ayushman Bharat Scheme
- reaching the unreached by leveraging technology.It is amazing to
know that more than 2.47 crore teleconsultations have been conducted
across 94,049 AB-HWCs as on
12thApril 2022 and are increasing by
the hour.
Today, after four fruitful years,
with the meticulous effort put
together by the Government, the
healthcare workers and the community, wehave been able to tackle the
anticipatedchallenges in improving
primary health care. Personally, for
me, it is fulfilling to see this vision
now in mission mode. Even though,
the journey has been long, the 4th
anniversary of AB-HWCs is an
opportunity to honour India's march
towards Universal Health
Coverageacknowledging and celebrating the health warriors who have
been working relentlessly to "reach
out to the unreached", committing
to a healthier and happier India.
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very year April brings new
beginnings for most
Indians through festivals
like Ugadi, Gudi Padwa, Vishu
and many more. A new year is
the harbingerof new hopes and
new goals, both personal and
financial. Setting goals helps
you to develop a way to measure
your progress and to be on the
right track; and having a financial goal will push you to have
a different view about your
money. But why should you
have a financial goal?
Well, having financial goals
will make sure that all your routine decisions are influenced by
them and your overall financial
health. The benefits of setting
financial goals are many.
Financial goals guide your planning and strategy to reach your
destination by focusing on your
priorities. They make you disci-
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(The writer is Associate
Professor at Amity
University, Noida. The views
expressed are personal.)

plined and accountable, provide
motivation and commitment
to achieve your goals and
improve the chances of success.
When is a financial goal more
achievable? You are more likely
to achieve your financial goals
when they are SMART Specific, Measurable, Attainable,
Relevant and Timebound. Let
us look at a SMART financial
goal.
Having SMART financial
goals helps you set target and
make an action plan. In the
above example, you will have to
save C10,000 per month for 5
months to create a family emergency medical fund to meet any
untoward expenses. From this
perspective, what can be some
of the financial goals that you
can aim for in 2022?
Pay off your expensive debt.
Chaos in the world doesn't
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seem to stop any time soon. As
we were limping back to normalcy from Covid pandemic,
uncertainties and inflation arisen
out of Russia-Ukraine war are
playing havoc. So, now is a good
time to have a financial goal to
completely be free from expen-

sive debt. Create a SMART goal
to be absolutely debt-free in a
specific period of time.
Research and be ready to
invest.Now is also a good time
to research about great companies to invest in. Always remember one of the golden rules of

investing - invest in businesses,
not stocks. Take this opportunity to identify fundamentally
strong companies and focus on
long term. Now wait for the right
time to buy the shares of these
companies, when they are selling at discount at the stock market. Choppy financial markets in
2022 may provide great deals
and stocks at discount for
investors. Saving and being
ready with funds to invest wisely can be one of the financial
goals of 2022.

Plan your retirement.
Retirement planning is one of
the most essential financial
goals. It is important to have a
comfortable and secure retirement without compromising
on the quality of life. A thorough
and SMART planning can help
build the financial cushion to
achieve your retirement goals. A
clear idea about your time horizon, expected expenses and
accepted level of risk tolerance
is the starting point.
Create an emergency fund.
In these uncertain times, it is
imperative that you create an
emergency to the tune of three
to six months of your earnings.
An emergency fund is a fund
that helps you tide over necessary expenses without taking the
burden of unplanned loans and
increasing the credit card bills.
If your monthly earnings are Rs.

50,000, then the emergency
fund can be somewhere between
C1,50,000 - C3,00,000. The extent
of your emergency fund is also
dependent on the type of family you have. If you a single-earning member or have school
going kids and dependent parents, the savings in an emergency fund should be higher.
You can create an emergency
fund in a number of ways - cash,
savings account, fixed deposits
with a shorter maturity, liquid
mutual funds or a combination
of all.
Goals, both personal and
financial, have a tendency to be
abandoned before accomplishment. Therefore, it is crucial to
develop SMART financial goals
and take small positive steps
towards achieving your financial
goals and improving your overall financial health.
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ounds of dirt seen in
satellite imagery that
Ukrainian officials say
indicate new mass graves highlighted the savagery of a war that
showed no signs of abating on
Friday, as Russia pounded targets in eastern Ukraine in a new
offensive to take the country's
industrial heartland.
Cities in the Donbas came
under Russian fire overnight,
and the attacks interfered with
attempts to evacuate civilians in
one area, according to a regional official. The region, home to
coal mines, metal plants and
heavy-equipment factories, is
bracing for what could be a decisive campaign as Russian
President Vladimir Putin
attempts to salvage an 8-weekold war already widely seen as
a blunder and a humanitarian

M

disaster. On Thursday, the
Russian leader claimed victory in the battle for Mariupol,
even though an estimated
2,000 Ukrainian remain holed
up at a giant steel mill in the
strategic city.
Putin ordered his troops
not to storm the stronghold
but to seal it off — in an apparent bid to free up troops for the
broader campaign in the east.
Hours later, Maxar
Technologies released new
satellite images that it said
showed more than 200 graves
in a town near Mariupol, and
local officials accused Russia of
burying thousands of civilians
there.
Russia said again Friday
that “second phase” of the war
was underway — but instead
of a full-out assault, scattered
towns in the east have experienced the intimidating thuds
of incoming shells that drive
citizens out in panic.
Slovyansk, a city of about

100,000 in eastern Ukraine,
came under fire during the
night, according to Mayor
Vadym Lyakh, who said no
injuries were reported.
But he urged residents to
leave and said a convoy of
buses would be organised for
Friday. In Rubizhne, Russian
fire prevented attempts to
bring buses in for civilian
evacuation, according to
Luhansk Gov. Serhiy Haidai.
More intensive shelling
was also heard overnight in
Kharkiv, a northeastern city
that lies outside of the Donbas
but has seen strikes repeatedly recently. If successful, the
campaign in the Donbas
would give Putin a vital piece
of the country and a badly
needed victory to show the
Russian people amid the war's
mounting casualties and the
economic hardship caused by
Western sanctions.
But analysts say Russian
forces have yet to have any

major breakthroughs there. A
senior US defense official,
speaking on condition of
anonymity to discuss the
Pentagon's assessment, said
the Ukrainians were hindering
the Russian effort to push
south from Izyum, which lies
outside of the Donbas.
“Russian forces continued
offensive operations in eastern
Ukraine but made only marginal gains,” according to the
Washington-based Institute
for the Study of War, which has
chronicled the campaign on a
daily basis.
Despite that, a Russian
official repeated Friday that its
forces aim to take full control
of eastern and southern
Ukraine, noting the latter
would provide land corridor to
Crimea, which Russia seized in
2014. Rustam Minnekayev, a
senior military official, said
such a move would also open
the way to Moldova, where
Russia backs the breakaway

region of Transnistria.
Moldovan officials are warily
watching Putin's actions in
Ukraine
The battle for Mariupol
has been seen as key to the
eastern assault. But the institute said in an assessment
published late Thursday that
Russian forces in the city were
likely heavily damaged and
thus Moscow would struggle to
redeploy them quickly to the
larger campaign in the east.
Mariupol has seen some of
the worst suffering of the war,
and the satellite images
released Thursday hinted at
even more.
In the images, long rows of
dirt mounds stretch away from
an existing cemeter y in
Manhush, outside Mariupol.
Local officials accused Russia
of bur ying up to 9,000
Ukrainian civilians in mass
graves in an effort to conceal
the slaughter taking place in
the port city, which has been
under siege since the early days
of the war.
“The bodies of the dead
were being brought by the
truckload and actually simply
being dumped in mounds,”
Piotr Andryushchenko, an aide
to Mariupol's mayor, said on
Telegram.
There was no immediate
reaction from the Kremlin on
the satellite pictures. When
mass graves and hundreds of
dead civilians were discovered in Bucha and other towns
around Kyiv after Russian
troops retreated three weeks
ago, Russian officials denied
that their soldiers killed any
civilians there and falsely
accused Ukraine of staging
the atrocities.

he United Nations' human
rights office on Friday
T
pointed to what it said is grow-

ing evidence of war crimes
since the Russian invasion of
Ukraine, declaring that humanitarian law appears to have been
“tossed aside.”
Michelle Bachelet, the UN
high commissioner for human
rights, said that “our work to
date has detailed a horror story
of violations perpetrated
against civilians.”
Her office's mission in
Ukraine so far has verified
5,264 civilian casualties, including 2,345 deaths, since the war
began on Feb. 24. It said that
92.3% of those were recorded
in Ukrainian government-controlled territory. The office
uses strict methodology and
has long acknowledged that its
confirmed figures are far short
of the real numbers.
“The actual numbers are
going to be much higher" as
more details emerge from
places such as Mariupol where
there is intense fighting,
Bachelet said.
“Over these eight weeks,
international humanitarian law
has not merely been ignored
but seemingly tossed aside,” she
added. Her office said in a
statement that “Russian armed
forces have indiscriminately
shelled and bombed populated
areas, killing civilians and
wrecking hospitals, schools
and other civilian infrastructure — actions that may
amount to war crimes.” It
added that the U.N. Mission
also has “documented what
appears to be the use of
weapons with indiscriminate
effects, causing civilian casualties and damage to civilian
objects, by Ukrainian armed

forces in the east of the country.” Bachelet said that “the
scale of summary executions of
civilians in areas previously
occupied by Russian forces” is
emerging.
On April 9, U.N. Human
rights officers visiting Bucha
documented the unlawful
killing, including by summary
execution, of some 50 civilians,
her office said. The U.N.
Mission has received more
than 300 allegations of killings
of civilians in previously occupied towns in the Kyiv,
Chernihiv, Kharkiv and Sumy
regions.
Russian officials have
denied that their soldiers killed
any civilians in Bucha and
other towns around Kyiv from
which they retreated three
weeks ago, and accused
Ukraine of staging the atrocities.
The U.N. Rights office said
its mission also has recorded
114 attacks on medical facilities
“although the actual figure is
likely to be considerably higher.” “We estimate that at least

3,000 civilians have died
because they couldn't get medical care and because of the
stress on their health amid the
hostilities," Bachelet said. "This
includes being forced by
Russian armed forces to stay in
basements or not being allowed
to leave their homes for days or
weeks.”
The U.N. Mission so far
has received 75 allegations of
sexual violence against women,
men, girls and boys by Russian
soldiers, most in the Kyiv
region. The human rights office
said detention of civilians “has
become a widespread practice” in areas controlled by
Russian forces and affiliated
groups, with 155 such cases
reported so far.
It said it also received information about “alleged arbitrary and incommunicado
detentions” by Ukrainian forces
or people aligned with them.
And it pointed to videos put
out by both sides apparently
showing the intimidation,
interrogation, torture or killing
of prisoners of war.
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ussian Olympic gold medalist swimmer Evgeny Rylov
has been banned from the sport
for nine months for appearing
at a rally in support of President
Vladimir Putin and Russia's
invasion of Ukraine.
Rylov stood on stage with
with medalists from other
Olympic sports at the event last
month and wore a jacket with a
“Z” on the chest. The letter isn't
part of the Russian alphabet but
has become a symbol of support
for Russian troops after it was
used as a marker on Russian

armored vehicles operating in
Ukraine. A brief statement from
swimming's world governing
body, FINA, on Thursday said

it “acknowledged” an earlier, asyet unpublished ruling from a
disciplinary panel to ban Rylov
“following Mr. Rylov's atten-

dance and conduct at an event
held at the Luzhniki Stadium in
Moscow.”
Rylov was the star of
Russia's swim team at the
Olympics in Tokyo last year with
two gold medals.
His ban began Wednesday
and covers any international
competition. The effect on Rylov
is likely to be mostly symbolic
since FINA also extended its
decision to exclude competitors
from Russia and its ally Belarus
from all international events for
the remainder of 2022.
FINA previously banned
Russia and Belarus from the

world championships in
Hungary and June and July but
left it possible for them to enter
other events. At the time, FINA
said Russia planned to boycott
all international events anyway,
something Russia denied. That
position has now been clarified.
“The Bureau also confirmed its position that Russian
and Belarusian athletes and
officials will not be invited to any
FINA event through the end of
2022,” FINA said Thursday.
FINA's remit covers a range
of aquatic sports including
swimming, diving, water polo
and artistic swimming.
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krainian
President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy
U
thanked the United States for
the new package of USD 800
million in military aid, which
he said was “just what we were
waiting for.”
The latest military aid,
announced Thursday by
President Joe Biden, includes
heavy artillery, ammunition
and drones for the escalating
battle in the Donbas region of
eastern Ukraine.

Zekenskyy has urged
Western countries to speed up
the deliveries of weapons to
help Ukraine fend off the
Russian offensive.
“The occupiers continue to
do everything possible to give
themselves a reason to speak
about at least some kind of victory,” Zelenskyy said late
Thursday in his nightly video
address to the nation.
“They are building up their
forces, bringing in new tactical
battalions and trying even to
begin a so-called mobilization'
in the regions they occupy in
Ukraine.”Zelenskyy also
warned Ukrainians living in
areas of southern Ukraine
under the control of Russia
troops not to provide them
with their IDs, which he said
could be used “to falsify a socalled referendum on our land”
to create a Moscow-friendly
government.
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wo days into Russia's
attack on Ukraine, a
T
majority of UN Security
Council members voted to
demand that Moscow withdraw. One thing stood in their
way: a veto by Russia itself.
It was the latest in decades
of vetoes -- on issues ranging
from the Korean War to the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict to
climate change -- that at least
temporarily stymied the council that was designed to be the
UN's most potent component.
A round of venting followed over the veto power
afforded to just five of its 15
members: China, the United
States, Russia, France, and
Britain. Each has used that
power over the years.
Proposals to change the
council's structure or rein in

vetoes have sputtered for more
than half a century. But now,
a new approach -- simply subjecting vetoed matters to
scrutiny by the full UN membership -- appears to be gaining traction.
Spearheaded
by
Liechtenstein, the measure has
more than 55 co-sponsors,
including the US. The 193member General Assembly is
due to consider the measure
Tuesday.
“This is really an important initiative," said Thomas

Weiss, a City University of
New York Graduate Center
political science professor and
Chicago Council on Global
Affairs distinguished fellow
who specializes in UN politics.
To him, the proposal promotes transparency and challenges the idea that a few
powerful countries can tank
Security Council initiatives
without so much as an explanation.
“It does, in important
ways, suggest that the veto is
not sacrosanct,” he said.
The proposal wouldn't
limit vetoes, but they would
trigger public debates in the
General Assembly. Whichever
country or countries had cast
a veto would be invited to say
why.
The assembly wouldn't
have to take or even consider
any action.
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he UK government will
T
reopen the British Embassy
in Ukraine's capital city of
Kyiv by next week, British
Prime Minister Boris Johnson
confirmed during his India
visit on Friday. The Embassy
was forced to temporarily close
down when the Russia-Ukraine
conflict began in February.
“The extraordinary fortitude and success of [Ukraine]
President Zelensky in resisting
Russian forces in Kyiv means I
can announce that very shortly, next week, we will reopen
our embassy in Ukraine's cap-

ital city,” Johnson told reporters
addressing a press conference
in New Delhi.
“I want to pay tribute to
those British diplomats who
remained in the region
throughout this period,” he
said. A contingent of British
staff remained in western
Ukraine to provide humanitarian and other support.
The
UK
Foreign,
Commonwealth
and
Development Office (FCDO)
said the British Embassy
premises are currently being
made secure before staff return,
starting with the UK ambassador Melinda Simmons.

0?Q F0B78=6C>=

ight weeks into the war, the
Biden administration's
E
decision to dramatically ramp
up delivery of artillery guns to
Ukraine signals a deepening
American commitment at a
pivotal stage of fighting for the
country's industrial heartland.
It also brings into stark
relief Moscow's warning that
continued US military aid to
Ukraine would have “unpredictable" consequences, suggesting that Russia sees the
international wave of weaponry as a growing obstacle to its
invasion as well as a Western
provocation.
“We're in a critical window” of time now, President
Joe Biden said Thursday in
announcing he had approved
an additional $800 million in
battlefield aid that includes 72
of the U.S. Army's 155mm
howitzers, along with 144,000
artillery rounds and more than
120 armed drones that will
require training for Ukrainian
operators.
This brings to $3.4 billion
the amount of security assistance provided since Russia
began its invasion Feb. 24.
That is an extraordinary
total of U.S. Military aid for a
country to which the United
States has no defense treaty
obligation. A look at the U.S.
Assistance
and
U.S.
Expectations for what it will
accomplish:
Why is artillery so important now?
Heavy weapons such as
artillery are shaping up as a key
feature of the unfolding battle
for Ukraine's eastern region
known as the Donbas.
The relatively flat terrain is
suited for what the military
calls maneuver warfare — the

movement of tanks and other
ground forces backed by longrange guns like the 155mm
howitzer.
The Russians have been
deploying their own additional artillery to the Donbas region
in recent days, along with more
ground troops and other material to support and sustain
what could be a long fight for
terrain in Ukraine's industrial
heartland.
The howitzers the U.S. Is
sending to Ukraine will be the
latest American model, known
as the M777, used by the Army
and the Marine Corps.
Smaller and more maneuverable than the older model,
the M777 can be deployed on
the battlefield by heavy-lift
helicopters and moved relatively quickly between positions by seven-ton trucks that
also are being provided by the
Pentagon.
“What makes it important is the kind of fighting that
we expect in the Donbas.
Because of the terrain, because
it's open, because it's flat,
because it's not as urban, we
can expect the Russians to
rely on long-range fires —
artillery in particular," said
John Kirby, the Pentagon press
secretary. “So we know that
this is going to be part of the
Russians' playbook.”
A senior U.S. Defense official said the first of the 72 howitzers are expected to begin
moving to Europe by this weekend.
Of 18 other 155mm howitzers that Biden approved last
week for shipment to Ukraine,
an unspecified number already
are in Europe, and U.S.
Howitzer training for
Ukrainian personnel began
Wednesday in an undisclosed
country outside of Ukraine.
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ringing in a raft of constitutional amendments
and abolishing the presidential system of governance
is not the panacea for the current crises in debt-ridden Sri
Lanka, former Army Chief
Field Marshal Sarath Fonseka
has said, as he underscored the
need for “a change in the political culture” in the island
nation.
Sri Lanka's principal
Opposition party, Samagi Jana
Balawegaya (SJB), on Thursday
presented a constitutional
amendment bill that among
other provisions seeks to abolish the presidential system of
governance, in existence in the
country since 1978, and replace
it with a system that reinforces
constitutional democracy.
“You have to take action
against a school principal
whenever he abuses a child in
the school rather than abolishing the principal's post,”
Fonseka, now a SJB legislator,

B

told Parliament on Thursday.
The move by the SJB came
in the backdrop of massive
protests demanding the resignation of President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa and his Sri Lanka
Podujana (Peramuna)-led government over the country's
worst economic crisis.
The SJB presented the draft
21st constitution amendment
bill to the secretary-general of
parliament with proposals
including the abolition of the
current executive presidential
system.
“I don't see how a constitutional amendment would
help Sri Lanka. What we need
is a change in the political culture. Neither a constitutional
amendment nor the appointment of an interim government
is going to help Sri Lanka at
that moment,” the Daily Mirror
newspaper quoted Fonseka as
saying in Parliament.
Fonseka, 72, said the ruling
party and the opposition are
taking pot-shots at each other
and taking refuge in unneces-

sary blame-game because of
which there has been no solution to the ongoing political
and economic crisis in the
country.
“Our country is in debt to
the whole world and we have
even said we are bankrupt
indirectly at official levels,”
Fonseka told Parliament.
Sri Lanka's economic crisis
has turned into a full-blown
political crisis after a March 31
protest turned violent with the

police attacking protesters.
The protesters are demanding
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa's
resignation.
The opposition has been
considering a no-confidence
motion against the government and an impeachment
motion against the president.
However, Fonseka believed
that a no-confidence would not
bring a permanent solution to
the country's current turmoil.
“Even if an interim gov-
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resident Joe Biden has an election-year
message for frustrated voters: At least
he's trying.
For those who think he isn't doing
enough to help Ukraine fend off the
Russian invasion, Biden announced $800
million in new military support on
Thursday.
To ease the pain of high gas prices, he's
tapped the Strategic Petroleum Reserve
and reopened onshore sales of oil and natural gas leases on public land.
And to address historic inflation,
Biden has tried to smooth out supply
chain-crimping bottlenecks at the nation's
ports. The president hopes the moves,
which are being announced in near-daily
rollouts and in a stepped up travel schedule, will present a contrast with
Republicans — who, he argues, spend
more time complaining about problems
than proposing solutions.
“I mean this sincerely — name me

P

something the national Republican Party
is for,” Biden said at a recent Democratic
National Committee meeting.
But it's not clear he's attracting much
support.
A new poll by The Associated PressNORC Centre for Public Affairs Research
finds just 45% of Americans approve and
54% disapprove of how Biden is handling
the presidency. The approval rate in the
poll taken from April 14-18 is about the
same as last month, but down from the
president's 63% approval rating a year ago.
There are bright spots for Biden.
Applications for unemployment ben-

efits have fallen to the lowest levels in
decades and wages are rising. The economy is growing after the pandemicinduced doldrums.
Still, with crime rates rising in some
parts of the country and inflation at its
highest levels since 1981, these don't feel
like boom times to many. Seventy percent
of Americans call the nation's economy
poor.
Further, just 33% say they approve and
66% say they disapprove of Biden's handling of the economy, with about a third
of Democrats, along with almost all
Republicans, disapproving.
Primary elections that begin next
month will help show whether Democrats
are embracing Biden's vision of a moderate party that counters the increasingly farright GOP. In Ohio, Rep. Tim Ryan is well
positioned to win the Democratic nomination for an open Senate seat with a message appealing to centrist, blue collar workers that is in line with Biden's overall
approach.
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geted Afghanistan's minority
Shiite Muslims, while Pakistan
issued a warning of IS threats
in its eastern Punjab province.
The deadliest of three
bombings on Thursday in
Afghanistan exploded inside a
Shite mosque in northern
Mazar-e-Sharif. Hospital officials say at least 12 people were
killed and as many as 40 were

hurt. Earlier Thursday, a roadside bomb exploded near a boys
school in the Afghan capital of
Kabul, injuring two children in
the city's predominately Shiite
neighbourhood of Dasht-eBarchi.
A third bomb in northern
Kunduz injured 11 mechanics
working for the country's
Taliban rulers. Since sweeping
to power last August, the
Taliban have been battling the
upstart Islamic State affiliate
known as Islamic State in
Khorasan Province or IS-K.
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rance's presidential conF
tenders Emmanuel Macron
and Marine Le Pen traded
final blows on the last day of
campaigning Friday to drive
home why their particular
political brand — and not the
other's — is the right choice for
voters in one of the world's
wealthiest large democracies.
Macron, the center-right
incumbent, laid into the
nationalist rival he is set to face
in a Sunday runoff, accusing
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police in full riot gear
stormed a sensitive Jerusalem
Iholysraeli
site sacred to Jews and
Muslims on Friday after
Palestinian youths hurled
stones at a gate where they were
stationed.
The renewed violence at
the site, which is sacred to Jews
and Muslims, came despite
Israel temporarily halting
Jewish visits, which are seen by
the Palestinians as a provocation. Medics said more than
two dozen Palestinians were
wounded before the clashes
subsided hours later.
Tens of thousands of worshippers took part in the main
Friday prayers at midday,
which were held as planned
without any reports of violence.
Palestinians and Israeli
police have regularly clashed at
the site over the last week at a
time of heightened tensions following a string of deadly
attacks inside Israel and arrest
raids in the occupied West
Bank. Three rockets have been
fired into Israel from the Gaza
Strip, which is controlled by the
Islamic militant group Hamas.
The string of events has
raised fears of a repeat of last

the far-right leader of trying to
divide France over Islam.
“The far right lives off fear
and anger creating resentment.
It says that excluding parts of
society is the answer,” Macron
told France Inter radio. “(But)
I want to try to answer it...
(and) make us live as a united
nation.”
Lagging behind Macron
in the latest opinion polls, Le
Pen campaigned in her stronghold of northern France in a
last-ditch effort to try to close
the gap.

year, when protests and violence in Jerusalem eventually
boiled over, helping to ignite an
11-day war between Israel and
Hamas, and communal violence in Israel's mixed cities.
Palestinian youths hurled
stones toward police at a gate
leading into the compound,
according to two Palestinian
witnesses who spoke on condition of anonymity out of
security concerns.
The police, in full riot gear,
then entered the compound,
firing rubber bullets and stun
grenades.
Israeli police said the
Palestinians, some carrying
Hamas flags, had begun stockpiling stones and erecting crude
fortifications before dawn.
The police said that after
the rock-throwing began, they
waited until after early morning prayers had finished before
entering the compound.
Video footage showed the
police firing at a group of journalists holding cameras and
loudly identifying themselves
as members of the press.
At least three Palestinian
reporters were wounded by
rubber bullets fired by police.
Some older Palestinians
urged the youths to stop throw-

n Islamic State affiliate on
A
Friday claimed a series of
bombings a day earlier that tar-

ing rocks but were ignored, as
dozens of young masked men
hurled stones and fireworks at
the police.
A tree caught fire near the
gate where the clashes began.
Police said it was ignited by
fireworks thrown by the
Palestinians.
The violence subsided later
in the morning after another
group of dozens of Palestinians
said they wanted to clean the
area ahead of the main weekly prayers midday.
Those prayers went ahead,
with some 150,000 worshippers
attending, according to the
Islamic endowment that
administers the site.
The Palestinian Red
Crescent medical service said
at least 31 Palestinians were
wounded, including 14 who
were taken to hospitals.
A policewoman was hit in
the face by a rock and taken for
medical treatment, the police
said. The Al-Aqsa Mosque in
Jerusalem's Old City is the
third holiest site in Islam.
The sprawling esplanade
on which it is built is the holiest site for Jews, who refer to it
as the Temple Mount because
it was the location of two
Jewish temples in antiquity.
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he leaders of the rival Koreas
exchanged letters expressing
T
hope for improved bilateral relations, which plummeted in the
past three years amid a freeze in
nuclear negotiations and North
Korea's accelerating weapons
development.
North Korea's state media
said leader Kim Jong Un on
Wednesday received a personal letter from outgoing South
Korean President Moon Jae-in
and replied on Thursday with
his own letter appreciating
Moon's peace efforts during his
term. Pyongyang's official
Korean Central News Agency
said Friday their exchange of letters showed their “deep trust.”
Moon's office also confirmed
that he exchanged letters with
Kim but didn't immediately say
what was said.
Tensions on the Korean
Peninsula have risen since a
series of North Korean weapons
tests this year, including its first
flight-test of an intercontinental
ballistic missile since 2017 in
March, reviving the nuclear
brinkmanship aimed at forcing
the US to accept it as a nuclear
power and to remove crippling
sanctions.

ernment is formed, if it is
going to be another part of the
failing government, we cannot
support it for the sake of our
conscience. That doesn't give
the solution to the general
public,” he asserted.
Fonseka said the youth protesting in the streets want a change
in the country's political culture, and must receive the public's support.
“Those who are protesting
in the streets want a change in

the political culture. Those
youths who stage protests have
our blessings and backing. I
would like to tell these youths
in the street not to give up their
struggle. Their victory is at
hand. I would also like to
appeal to the public to support
and provide them with what
they need,” he argued.
The powerful Rajapaksa
family tightened their grip on
power after their massive victory in the general elections in
August 2020, which allowed
them to amend the
Constitution to restore presidential powers and install close
family members in key positions.
In his 2019 presidential
bid, Rajapaksa won a convincing mandate for a presidency
during which he sought full
presidential powers over
Parliament.
Sri Lanka is grappling with
an unprecedented economic
turmoil since its independence
from Britain in 1948.
The crisis is caused
in part by a lack of foreign currency, which has meant that the
country cannot afford to pay
for imports of staple foods
and fuel, leading to acute shortages and very high prices.
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mbattled Sri Lankan Prime
Minister
Mahinda
E
Rajapaksa admitted on Friday
that he made a mistake by not
attending a National Security
Council's meeting over the violence in the southwestern
region of Rambukkana where
one person was killed after the
police opened fire at unarmed
anti-government protestors
demonstrating against the latest fuel price hike.
His comments came in
response to Opposition Leader
Sajith Premadasa's criticism as
to why the prime minister was
not invited to the NSC meeting
to discuss the Rambukkana
incident.
“I was invited. But I did not
attend. It's my fault. But I was
briefed on the progress that
evening," the Prime Minister
told Parliament. The government led by Prime Minister's

brother President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa is under fire for handling the economic crisis in the
country. Chaminda Lakshan,
41, was killed in the violence in
Rambukkana. Sri Lanka is grappling with unprecedented economic turmoil since its independence from Britain in 1948.
The crisis is caused in part by
a lack of foreign currency,
which has meant that the country cannot afford to pay for
imports of staple foods and fuel,
leading to acute shortages and
very high prices.
The island nation is witnessing large-scale protests
against the government's handling of the debt-ridden economy - the worst-ever economic crisis in the country's history. Protests demanding the resignation of President Rajapaksa
and his Sri Lanka Podujana
(Peramuna)-led government
have intensified as shortages
continued and prices soared.
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man allegedly bit and
A
stabbed a police dog in
Northern California as offi-

Pacific nation and destabilize the region.
The visit comes days after China and the
Solomon Islands confirmed they had signed a
security pact, a development which has alarmed
neighboring countries and Western allies who
fear a military buildup in the region.
The US delegation is led by Kurt Campbell,
the National Security Council Indo-Pacific
coordinator, and Daniel Kritenbrink, the assistant secretary of state for East Asian and Pacific
affairs.
During the visit, the US will also discuss plans
to reopen an embassy in the capital, Honiara, as
it tries to increase its presence in the strategically
important country amid growing concerns
about Chinese influence. The embassy has been
closed since 1993.
The broad nature of the security agreement
leaves open the door for China to send in military forces, US officials said.
“We do not believe importing security
forces from the People's Republic of China and
their methods will help Solomon Islands,” the
statement by the US Embassy in Papua New
Guinea said. “Instead, doing so will fuel local,
regional, and international tensions and increase
concerns over Beijing's expansion of its internal
security apparatus to the Pacific.”
It added that the US worries about what
implications the pact will have for the autonomy of the Solomons.
A draft of the pact, which was leaked
online, said Chinese warships could stop in the
Solomon Islands for logistical replenishment and
that China could send police and armed forces
there “to assist in maintaining social order.”
The Solomons and China have not released
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cers tried to take him into
custody Wednesday, authorities said. The man appeared
to be under the influence of
drugs, according to Fairfield
police. The dog, named Cort,
was taken to a veterinary
hospital for treatment and
recovering at home with its
handler.
Officers were initially
called to an elderly victim's
home Wednesday afternoon
on a report of a burglary, the
police department said in a
Facebook post. The department then received a report
from an Amazon employee,
who said the man had threatened to kill him and steal his
delivery truck. Officers found
the man, 44, running around
inside the first victim's home.
They tried and failed to get
him to come outside.
When police and the K9
dog went inside the house, the
dog “contacted” the man;
authorities did not provide
further information about
what occurred during the
contact. The man then
allegedly bit the dog in the
face and stabbed the animal
on its left side with a knife,
police said.
The man was treated at
the hospital for unspecified
injuries. It was not clear if the
injuries were related to the
dog or the alleged drug use.
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senior US delegation arrived Friday in the
Solomon Islands to express its concern that
A
China could send military forces to the South

the final version of the agreement. In an address
to lawmakers this week, Solomon Islands Prime
Minister Manasseh Sogavare said the pact
wouldn't undermine the peace and harmony of
the region. He said it was about strengthening
the nation's internal security.
“Let me assure the people of Solomon
Islands that we entered into an arrangement with
China with our eyes wide open, guided by our
national interests,” he said.
Sogavare has said his government will not let
China build a military base, a development that
many fear.
China says the pact is about helping the
Solomons maintain social order and providing
humanitarian assistance. China says it's not trying to establish a military foothold in the South
Pacific.
The US Embassy in Papua New Guinea said
that the response to plans to reopen an embassy
in the Solomons had been “overwhelmingly positive."
The US delegation made previous stops in
Fiji and Papua New Guinea where it also discussed the Solomons agreement and security concerns, as well as other topics including climate
change and pandemic assistance.
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New Delhi: The government is considering
bringing a policy to promote manufacturing of
patented drugs in India, Union Chemicals and
Fertilisers Minister Mansukh Mandaviya said on
Friday.
Speaking at the curtain raiser press conference of the 7th International Conference on
Pharma and Medical Device Sector 2022,
Mandaviya said while the country has already
established itself as the global manufacturing hub
for generic medicines, there is a need to go
beyond it and stamp its authority in patented
drugs as well.
Today, India has the highest number of
generic medicine manufacturing companies with
more than 3,500 pharma firms and 10,500 manufacturing units, he said, adding one out of four
pills consumed in the US is manufactured in
India, while one out of five pills taken in the
world is produced in the country.
"But how do we promote manufacturing of
patented drugs in India?...We are thinking of
bringing a policy to promote manufacturing of
patented drugs in India," Mandaviya said.
Stating that in order to promote manufacturing of patented drugs, research and innovation is required, the minister said during the
three-day event to be held from April 25-27, the

government will be discussing with industry
players and take their feedback on the things
which are needed to be done, what role the government can play and what should be the policy to promote such initiatives.
"So there will be brainstorming with the
participation of the industry as they know what
should be the outlook and futuristic plans and
what type of policy would be required to support it. It is important that we get their inputs,"
Mandaviya added.
This conference will help in the framing the
roadmap of the pharma sector for the next 25
years, he said.
Reiterating that the government's goal is to
be self-reliant, he said the production-linked
incentive schemes for the pharma sector have
encouraged manufacturing of active pharmaceutical ingredients (APIs) in the country and
53 APIs, which account for 90 per cent of
imports, have been identified and manufacturing of some of them has already started in
India.
"Our aim was to stop dependence on import
for the critical requirements," the minister said,
adding being in a globalised world, there could
not be 100 per cent ban on either import or
exports of such ingredients.
PTI
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Mumbai: Reserve Bank will
have to constantly re-assess
the "dynamic and fast changing
situation" and tailor its actions
accordingly,
Governor
Shaktikanta Das said during
the recent meeting of the
Monetary Policy Committee
(MPC) which decided to maintain status quo on key interest
rate.
According to the minutes
of the six-member MPC meet
released by Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) on Friday, the five
other members had also
expressed a similar opinion
amid the ongoing RussiaUkraine conflict's impact on
the global and domestic
economies.
MPC, which held its meeting from April 6-8, unanimously decided to keep the
borrowing costs unchanged at
a record low for the 11th time
in a row in a bid to continue
supporting economic growth
despite inflation edging higher in the aftermath of RussiaUkraine conflict.
The central bank's MPC
has six members, including
the governor.

"The situation is dynamic
and fast changing, and we
should constantly re-assess the
situation and tailor our actions
accordingly," Das said.
MPC member and RBI
Deputy Governor Michael
Debabrata Patra had opined
that in a world in which deglobalisation seems imminent,
one thing has become globalised and that is the alarm
about inflation, as per the minutes.
"With 60 per cent of developed countries facing inflation
above 5 per cent -- unheard of
since the 1980s -- and more
than half of the developing
countries experiencing inflation above 7 per cent, the
climb in prices is testing societal tolerance levels," he had
said during the meeting.
While RBI decided to
maintain status quo, it raised
inflation forecast to 5.7 per cent
for the current fiscal, up from
its 4.5 per cent estimate in
February. RBI also lowered the
economic growth forecast to
7.2 per cent for 2022-23 from
the previous outlook of 7.8 per
cent.
PTI

Mumbai: Reserve Bank of
India is not 'behind the curve'
in terms of interest rates and
may raise the repo rate twice or
thrice this year, HDFC ViceChairman and Chief Executive
Officer Keki Mistry said on
Friday.Mistry said it is important for the country to maintain
growth in the economy as it
will lead to job creation,
improvement in income levels
and increase in consumption,
he said.
"I truly don't believe that
we are behind the curve in
terms of (interest) rates. I
believe that there would be rate
hikes during the course of the
year … two or three rate hikes
are very much possible. But I
don't see it impacting the economy," Mistry said at the Times
Network India Economic
Conclave.
PTI

Mumbai: Equity markets buckled under selling pressure on
Friday after a two-session rally
as selling emerged in IT, bank
and energy stocks amid a bearish trend overseas following
hawkish comments from the
US Federal Reserve.
A sharp drop in the rupee
and unabated foreign fund
outflows added to the gloom,
analysts said.
The BSE benchmark
Sensex tanked 714.53 points or
1.23 per cent to end at
57,197.15. The broader NSE
Nifty slumped 220.65 points or
1.27 per cent to 17,171.95.
SBI was the biggest laggard
in the 30-share Sensex pack,
losing 3.08 per cent, followed
by HUL, IndusInd Bank, Dr
Reddy's, Axis Bank, Bajaj
Finserv, Infosys and ICICI
Bank.
On the other hand, M&M,
Bharti Airtel, Maruti Suzuki,
Asian Paints, ITC and HCL
Technologies were the gainers,
climbing up to 0.98 per cent.
"This excessively volatile
market without any clear direction is being influenced on a

daily basis by two factors - one,
external and two, internal. The
external factor is the erratic
movement in the mother market US where the S&P 500 and
Nasdaq go up by around 2 per
cent one day and go down by
around 2 per cent the next day.
"The internal factor influencing the market is the seesaw tussle between FIIs and
DIIs. Both these external and
internal factors are erratic now
and that's why the market is
volatile without any direction,"
said V K Vijayakumar, Chief
Investment Strategist at Geojit
Financial Services. On a weekly basis, the Sensex lost 1,141.78
points or 1.95 per cent, while
the Nifty shed 303.70 points or
1.73 per cent.
"The Indian equity markets have been gyrating in the
past few days after a healthy
pullback witnessed since the
geopolitical crisis-led lows seen
in the early part of March.
While the headline indices
seem to be in a consolidation
mode, the larger activity seems
to have shifted to the broader
markets .
PTI
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Nirmala Sitharaman has reaf- recovery, and the role of FATF
Mumbai: The rupee declined
32 paise to close at 76.49 (provisional) against the US dollar
on Friday, in line with a sell-off
in domestic equities and a
firm greenback in the overseas
markets. Persistent foreign capital outflows also dented
investor sentiment, forex
traders said.
At the interbank forex
market, the rupee opened
sharply lower at 76.31 against
the greenback and lost further
ground during the session.
The domestic unit witnessed an
intra-day high of 76.19 and a
low of 76.50. It finally settled at
76.49, a fall of 32 paise over its
previous close of 76.17.
On the domestic equity
market front, the BSE Sensex
ended 714.53 points or 1.23 per
cent lower at 57,197.15, while
the broader NSE Nifty declined
220.65 points or 1.27 per cent to
17,171.95. Brent crude futures,
the global oil benchmark,
slipped 1.39 per cent to USD
106.82 per barrel.The dollar
index, which gauges the greenback's strength against a basket
of six currencies, increased 0.45
per cent to 101.06.
PTI

firmed India's political commitment to fighting money
laundering and terrorist financing as she appreciated the role
of FATF global network in
safeguarding the global financial system.
Sitharaman said this as she
attended the FATF Ministerial
Meeting conducted here alongside the 2022 Spring Meetings
of the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) and the World
Bank to endorse the Parisbased Financial Action Task
Force's strategic priorities for
the years 2022-24.
The Financial Action Task
Force (FATF) is an inter-governmental body established in
1989 to combat money laundering, terrorist financing and
other related threats to the
integrity of the international
financial system.
During the meeting,
Sitharaman reaffirmed India's
commitment to fighting money
laundering, terrorist financing
and proliferation financing,
the Ministry of Finance said in
a statement.
She also acknowledged
and appreciated the FATF on
their work on beneficial own-

Global network in safeguarding
the global financial system, it
said.
The FATF Ministerial
Meeting focussed on ministers'
providing strategic direction, by
endorsing the FATF's strategic
priorities for the years 2022-24
and reinforcing ministers' commitment to ensure suitable funding for the delivery of the strategic priorities, the ministry said.
The priorities are strengthening the FATF global network,
FATF systems of mutual evaluations, enhancing international beneficial ownership
transparency, increasing capabilities to more effectively
recover criminal assets, leveraging digital transformation,
ensuring sustainable funding
for FATF strategic priorities, it
said.
Sitharaman extended support to the strategic priorities
and said that India is committed to provide the necessary
resources and support to the
FATF in its endeavour as a
global alliance against money
laundering, terrorist financing
and financing of proliferation
of weapons of mass destruction, the ministry said. PTI

New Delhi: Gold prices spurted by Rs 263 to Rs 52,472 per
10 grams in the national capital on Friday in line with firm
global trends, according to
HDFC Securities.
The precious metal finished at Rs 52,209 per 10 grams
in the previous trade.
Silver also moved higher by
Rs 500 to Rs 67,707 per kg from
Rs 67,207 per kg in the previous trade.
The rupee declined by 25
paise to close at 76.42 against
the US dollar on Friday, in line
with a sell-off in domestic
equities and a firm greenback
in the overseas markets.
In the international market, gold was trading higher at
USD 1,952 per ounce and silver was flat at USD 24.45 per
ounce.
"Gold prices at COMEX
were firm on Friday on global
growth worries over higher
inflation," said Tapan Patel,
Senior Analyst (Commodities),
HDFC Securities.
PTI

Mumbai: State-owned Bank of
Baroda on Friday said it has
reduced interest rate on home
loans to 6.50 per cent per
annum from 6.75 per annum
for a limited period.
The new rates, which are
linked to the borrower's credit profile, are applicable till June
30, 2022, the bank said in a
release.
"We have seen a significant
pick-up in home sales over the
last many months and we are
delighted to extend the good
times for home buyers with the
introduction of a special, limited period interest rate offer of
6.50 per cent along with nil
processing charges," its general manager (mortgages and
other retail assets) H T Solanki
said in a release.
The new rate is available
for customers applying for
fresh home loans as well as for
balance transfers. It is available
across all loan amounts and will
be offered to borrowers having
Cibil score of 771 and upwards.
It could be noted that the
lender was offering home loans
to specific borrowers at an
interest rate of 6.5 per cent till
March 31, 2022.
PTI
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New Delhi: The Finance
Ministry on Friday exhorted
public sector banks (PSBs) to
strengthen their balance sheets
by raising capital from the
market.The enhanced capital
would help banks expand their
business and push credit
growth in the productive sectors.
During the meeting with
top executives of PSBs at
Manthan 2022, Financial
Services Secretary Sanjay
Malhotra exuded confidence
that public sector banks will
continue to strive and perform
better on all metrics, including

profitability.
RBI Governor Shaktikanta
Das had also asked banks to
take proactive measures to
strengthen their resilience and
lending capacity by raising
capital.Malhotra urged banks
to further strengthen balance
sheets and raise capital from
the markets.
He further suggested that
PSBs should explore more collaboration amongst themselves
and that large banks should
share their best practices with
small lenders and guide them
in areas where they need more
expertise.
PTI
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Mumbai: India's largest software exporter TCS on Friday
said it aims to become the topmost IT services company in
the world, asserting that it
does not "fear" its large-scale
operation is hindering the
firm's ambitions.
Speaking at the Times
Network India Economic
Conclave, Rajesh Gopinathan,
chief executive and managing
director of the company with
USD 25 billion in revenues and
6 lakh employees, said there is
no reason for the company not
to aspire to double, triple or
quadruple the revenues from
the current levels.
"Absolutely, in many ways
we already are," Gopinathan
said, without giving a timeline,
while answering a question on

whether he sees TCS becoming
the largest IT company in the
world.
He said the company,
which is the biggest IT services
provider to the banking, financial services and insurance sector, comes a close second on
employee count and has had
instances of topping the global market capitalisation tables
as well.
"Today we are USD 25 billion in size. There are many
companies which are USD 50,
USD 100 billion in size. There
is no reason we shouldn't aspire
to be double, triple, quadruple
of the size we are today. The
question is how do we go
about it, what should we do
right towards it? But the opportunity is unbounded.
PTI
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ierre-Emerick Aubameyang's
early goal proved enough as
Barcelona sealed a 1-0 win
over Real Sociedad on Thursday to
tighten their grip on a top-four finish in La Liga.
But Barca's run-in could be
hampered after their defence was
almost completely wiped out by
injuries at Anoeta, with Dani
Alves, Ronald Araujo and Gerard
Pique all going off with problems,
while Jordi Alba appeared to play
on in discomfort.
Victor y
leaves
Xavi
Hernandez's side second, six
points clear of Real Betis in fifth,
with a game in hand, and two
ahead of Atletico Madrid in fourth.
Atletico were held to a goalless
draw by Granada on Wednesday.
Sevilla sit third after they held
on for a 3-2 win away at Levante,
Tecatito scoring twice in Valencia.
Real Sociedad might have had
an outside chance of joining the
race for the top four if they had
beaten Barcelona, but defeat surely leaves them looking to secure a
spot in the Europa League. They
are six points behind Atletico in
fourth.
Aubameyang's goal was his
11th for Barca since he joined the
club in January, and this one was
particularly important, with his
team eager to overturn an unexpected dip in form.

P

Xavi challenged his players on
Wednesday to escape the "negative
dynamic" after back-to-back
defeats by Eintracht Frankfurt in

?^VQPd][XZT[hc^_[PhU^a
<P]DcSPVPX])AP]V]XRZ
0?Q <0=274BC4A

anchester United interim manager Ralf Rangnick
believes Paul Pogba has played his final match for
the club after suffering an injury just weeks before his
contract runs out at Old Trafford.
The World Cup winner, who is a free agent from
July 1, came off with a calf problem early in Tuesday's
chastening 4-0
loss at Liverpool,
which makes a
top-four Premier
League finish
unlikely.
"With Paul,
as it seems after
the scan we did
the day before
yesterday, it is
very unlikely he
will play until
the end of the
s e a s o n , "
Rangnick said
on Friday.
The France
midfielder came
through
the
youth set-up at
United
and
returned from a
successful stint with Juventus in 2016 for a then worldrecord fee.
Although Pogba has won the Europa League and
League Cup in his second spell at United, he has largely been a disappointment, with his lacklustre displays
and repeated links with other clubs serving to irritate
fans.
The 29-year-old was booed off the pitch when he
was substituted during the recent win against Norwich.
Asked if Pogba has played his final match for United,
Rangnick said: "The doctor told me it will take four
weeks minimum for him to recover and the last game
is the end of May.
"I don't think that it is very likely that he will be able
to play again."
Rangnick was speaking the day after United confirmed Ajax manager Erik ten Hag would become the
permanent boss at Old Trafford at the end of the season.
"I knew that Erik was one of the candidates the board
spoke to," he said. "Obviously I told them, at least from
what I have seen and known from people who had
worked with Erik, that I think he would be a good choice.
"I still believe that he is a very good choice."

M
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the Europa League and Cadiz at
Camp Nou.
Pique's early touches were
whistled by the Real Sociedad
crowd, who jeered again when the
35-year-old was substituted in the
82nd minute.
Alves had already gone off in
the 66th and Araujo in the 55th,
with Barca now crossing their
fingers the problems are not
serious.
The decisive moment, though,
came in the 11th minute as
Ousmane Dembele hit the post
when left free in the area. The ball
cannoned out and La Real looked
safe to clear until Gavi robbed the
ball back and chipped it to Ferran
Torres, whose looping ball across
allowed Aubameyang to nod in.
Real Sociedad might easily
have grabbed an equaliser but
kept running into the MarcAndre ter Stegen, who enjoyed
an i ns pi re d n i g ht i n t h e
Barcelona goal.
Alexander Isak went close,
while Alexander Sorloth missed La
Real's best chances, firing wide at
the back post from Nacho
Monreal's cross and then taking
too long after being picked out in
the area by Adnan Januzaj.
Sorloth had another sight of
goal late on, but his finish from the
angle was brilliantly stopped by
Ter Stegen, this time his left foot
allowing Barca to hold on for an
important victory.

op-ranked Novak Djokovic
dug deep for the second
T
match in a row to reach the
semifinals of the Serbia Open
with a 4-6, 6-3, 6-3 win over
Miomir Kecmanovic on
Thursday.
Kecmanovic won the
opening set without facing a
break point, but Djokovic
finally showed signs of getting
back to his best in the second
and then won the final four
games of the decider in what
was just his sixth match of the
year.
The 20-time Grand Slam
champion stretched his winning streak against compatriots to 10 matches going back
to a loss to Janko Tipsarevic in
Madrid in 2012.
Djokovic next plays thirdseeded Karen Khachanov, who
defeated Brazilian qualifier
Thiago Monteiro 7-5, 6-4.
Djokovic also endured a
tough game on Wednesday
when he rallied from a set
down to beat compatriot Laslo
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orussia Dortmund will be
without first-choice goalkeepB
er Gregor Kobel and midfielder
Axel Witsel for Saturday's showdown at Bayern Munich, who can
secure a tenth straight Bundesliga
title with victory at the Allianz
Arena.
Kobel is out with an injured
ligament and Witsel has an infection.
Second-placed Dortmund are
already missing Mats Hummels,
Donyell Malen, Mahmoud
Dahoud, Thomas Meunier,
Thorgan Hazard and Giovanni
Reyna.
A home win would leave
Bayern an unassailable 12 points
ahead of second-placed
Dortmund with three games left.
Despite their lengthy casualty list, Dortmund intend to deny
the hosts securing a tenth straight
Bundesliga crown.
"We want to try to prevent
that. That's the task, that's the
goal," said Dortmund coach
Marco Rose.
The German media refers to
Bayern-Dortmund matches as
'Der Klassiker' (The Classic).
Yet Bayern are chasing an
eighth straight win in the series,
having scored 30 goals, conceding just five.
Dortmund have winger

Raphael Guerreiro back from
injury.
They hope to collectively
slam the brakes on Bayern's
attack, spearheaded by former
Dortmund striker Robert
Lewandowski who has chalked
up 32 goals in the Bundesliga
alone this season.
"We have to defend against
their attacking power and create
our own chances," said Rose.
Meanwhile in Munich, most
of the Bayern squad is fit with a
sell-out crowd of 75,000 expected.
There is a question mark
over winger Kingsley Coman,
who is carrying an ankle knock,
while defender Niklas Sule is fit
and set to face future employers
Dortmund, who he joins next
season.

Spurs boss Conte ‘very happy’ to see Eriksen again
0?Q ;>=3>=

ottenham boss Antonio
Conte admits he will be
T
"very happy" to see Brentford's
Christian Eriksen this weekend
after the Dane's brush with
death.
Conte signed Eriksen from
Tottenham when he was in
charge at Inter Milan in 2020
and the playmaker was a key figure in their Serie A title triumph.
Eriksen is now at Brentford
having made an incredible
comeback since suffering a cardiac arrest while playing for
Denmark at the European
Championship last year.

The 30-year-old comes up
against his former club for the
first time on Saturday as
Brentford host Tottenham in the
Premier League.
"I'm very happy to see him
play football again. In June it was
terrible, those images were terrible for everybody. We suffered
a lot for him and his family,"
Conte told reporters on
Thursday.
"To see him for a game will
be a pleasure for me. It's incredible because of what happened
not long ago.
"To see him playing again
makes me very happy because I
know football is life.

"To have this opportunity is
great for him and his family
because now they come back to
have a normal life."
There will be no time for
sentiment once the game gets
under way, however, with
Tottenham desperately needing
a win to boost their bid for a top
four finish.
Arsenal's 4-2 victory at
Chelsea on Wednesday moved
them level on points with fourth
placed Tottenham, who are
ahead of their north London
rivals on goal difference.
With six games left, the
race to qualify for the
Champions League is set to go

down to the wire.
"We have to stay in this race
until the end," said Conte. "We
know very well the difficulty to
compete with other teams.
"I don't think Chelsea is in
this race. They are in this
moment on a different level.
They are there because they
missed some games but they
don't stay in this race.
"We have to fight with
Arsenal, they showed yesterday
they are in good form, Man Utd,
West Ham and Wolverhampton.
"Now we have to fight until
the end. The last second of the
last game, we will see which will
be our place in the table."

Hamilton ready to invest in Chelsea takeover bid
0?Q ;>=3>=

Formula One world
champion Lewis Hamilton on Friday
Ssaideven-time
that being part of a consortium bid-
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urnley improved their chances of
avoiding relegation from the
B
Premier League as Connor Roberts'
superb strike inspired a vital 2-0 win
against Southampton on Thursday.
The Clarets won for the first time
since Sean Dyche's sacking thanks to
Roberts' sublime curler and Nathan
Collins' header.
Roberts' first goal for Burnley following his August move from Swansea
came early in the first half at Turf Moor
and proved the key moment.

It was just their fifth league victory this term, in interim manager Mike
Jackson's second game since Dyche's
surprise sacking last week after 10
years in charge.
Third bottom Burnley remain in the
relegation zone but they are now just
one point behind fourth bottom
Everton, who have a game in hand.
Burnley host Wolves on Sunday
and, with Everton facing quadruple
chasing Liverpool the same day,
Jackson's team are in with a chance of
climbing out of the bottom three this
weekend.

ding to take over English Premier
League club Chelsea was too great an
opportunity to pass by.
Hamilton, along with American
tennis star Serena Williams, could
each invest up to £10 million, according to Sky News, as part of a consortium led by former Liverpool chairman
Martin Broughton.
"Chelsea is one of the biggest clubs
in the world and most successful," said
Hamilton, who professed a life-long
love of football, "the biggest sport in the
world".
"When I heard about this opportunity, I was like wow, this is this is one
of the greatest opportunities to be a part
of something so great."
Hamilton, speaking ahead of
Sunday's Imola Grand Prix, added that
from the age of five or six he had been
a supporter of Chelsea's bitter city rivals
Arsenal.
"But my Uncle Terry is a big Blues
fan so I've been to so many games with
him to watch Arsenal and Chelsea play,"
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Djere 2-6, 7-6 (6), 7-6 (4).
He joked that he's happy
he would not have to face
another Serb in the semifinals.
Earlier on Thursday, second-seeded
Andrey
Rublev
defeated
J i r i
Lehecka 46, 7-6 (1),
6-2 and
Fabio

Fognini enjoyed a 6-2, 6-3
win over Aljaz Bedene to reach
the quarterfinals.
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Top-seeded Stefanos
Tsitsipas beat Grigor Dimitrov
6-1, 6-4 to advance to the
Barcelona Open quarterfinals.
Tsitsipas converted six of
eight break point chances to
stay on course to claiming a
second consecutive clay-court
title after winning Monte
Carlo last weekend.
After a short break,
the fifth-ranked Greek
is scheduled to face
local favorite Carlos
Alcaraz. The 18-yearold Alcaraz saw off
fellow Spaniard
Jaume Munar 6-3,
6-3. Second-seeded
Casper Ruud eased
past
Emil
Ruusuvuori 6-2, 62. He will face
Pablo Carreno later
after he outlasted
Lorenzo Sonego 62, 5-7, 6-2.

APSdRP]dX]BcdccVPac@5
0?Q BCDCC60AC

S Open champion Emma
Raducanu defeated
Germany's Tamara Korpatsch
6-0, 2-6, 6-1 at the Stuttgart
Open on Thursday to set up
a quarterfinal match against
top-ranked Iga Swiatek.
It will be the 19-year-old
Raducanu's first match against
a top 10 opponent.
Raducanu, who won at
Flushing Meadows as a 150thranked qualifier last year,
could break into the top 10
herself if she wins the Stuttgart
title in what is her first professional tournament on clay.
She's currently ranked 12th.
Earlier, second-seeded
Paula Badosa defeated
Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina
6-2, 4-6, 7-6 (4) and will face
Ons Jabeur in the quarterfinals. Jabeur defeated Daria
Kasatkina 6-3, 6-3.

U

Third-seeded Aryna
Sabalenka defeated Canada's
Bianca Andreescu 6-1, 3-6, 62 and will face Anett Kontaveit
or Ekaterina Alexandrova.
Fouth-seeded Maria
Sakkari retired against Laura
Siegemund as the German
was leading 6-4, 3-1.
Siegemund next plays Russian
player Liudmila Samsonova,
who defeated Karolina
Pliskova 6-4, 6-4.

he said.
Hamilton said he had been contacted by Broughton after the announced
sale of the European champions by
Russian owner Roman Abramovich.
"Martin took time to speak to me
on the phone and explained his and his
team's goals if they were to win the bid,
which was incredibly exciting, and it
was very much aligned with my values,"
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hrugging off their disappointment in the team
events, the recurve mixed pair
of Tarundeep Rai and Ridhi
Phor downed Spain 5-3 to
advance to the final and confirm a second medal for India
in the Archery World Cup
Stage 1 here on Friday.
The fifth seeded Indian
duo started with a 2-0 lead but
faced some resistance in the
middle sets before sealing it 53 (38-35, 36-39, 38-38, 36-35)
in a four-setter.
Rai and Phor will face
11th seed Britain in the
recurve mixed team Gold
medal clash on Sunday.
India has been assured of
another medal in the ongoing
tournament. The compound
men's team of Abhishek
Verma, Rajat Chauhan and
Aman Saini had advanced to
the final on Wednesday.
They will take on France
in the summit clash on
Saturday.

S

said Hamilton.
Aside from Broughton's candidacy, which also has World Athletics president Sebastian Coe — an avid Chelsea
fan — on board, two other bids have
been registered, headed up by Todd
Boehly, co-owner of the Los Angeles
Dodgers baseball team, and Steve
Pagliuca, co-owner of the Boston
Celtics basketball team.
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he Indian women's doubles
pair of Sikki Reddy and
T
Ashwini Ponappa on Friday
withdrew from the forthcoming
Uber Cup tournament due to
the former's injury, Badminton
Association of India (BAI) said.
The tournament is scheduled to be held in Bangkok from
May 8 to 15.
"Sikki Reddy has suffered a
Grade 2 Tear of the Abdomen
(abdominus rectus) as confirmed by an MRI and has been
advised 4-6 week rest by the doctor," the BAI said in a statement.
"Under the circumstances
the said pair has withdrawn
from from the Uber Cup as well
as the upcoming BAC and the
selectors have decided to include
Simran Singh and Ritika
Thakkar in their place as they
were fourth in the ranking during the selection trials," said BAI
general secretary Sanjay Mishra.
The development comes a
day after the BAI announced
Indian teams for the upcoming
Asiad, Commonwealth Games

and Thomas and Uber Cup.
The teams were named by
BAI following six days of selection trials at the Indira Gandhi
Stadium here.
Besides Sikki Reddy and
Ashwini Ponappa, the 10-member women's team for the Asian
Games and Uber Cup comprised PV Sindhu, Parupalli
Kashyap, Ashmita Chaliha,
Hooda, alongside the other two
doubles pairs from the trials —
Treesa Jolly-Gayatri P and
Tanisha Crasto-Shruti Mishra.
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Buttler takes Royals to No.1 position
?C8Q <D<108
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iding on Jos Buttler's third hundred of this year's IPL edition and
an excellent penultimate over by
Prasidh Krishna, where he didn't concede a single run and also took the prize
wicket of Lalit Yadav, the Sanju Samsonled Rajasthan Royals beat Delhi Capitals
by 15 runs on Friday night at Wankhede
Stadium in Mumbai to secure their fifth
win of this year's tournament.
After being invited to bat first, the
Jaipur-based side posted a record total
of 222 for the loss of two wickets and
then held Delhi Capitals for 207 for the
loss of eight wickets to hand Rishabh
Pant & Co their fourth defeat of the season.
For Delhi, West Indies power hitter Rovman Powell tried to make
things interesting in the final over when
he hammered countryman Obed
McCoy for three back-to-back sixes, but
a controversial no-ball decision that
went against DC broke the momentum
and, in the end, DC fell short by 15
runs.
Earlier batting first, Jos Buttler
smashed his third century in the ongoing IPL to power Rajasthan Royals to
the highest team total of the season, 222
for 2.
Buttler, enjoying the form of his life,
smashed 116 off 65 balls with the help
of nine boundaries and as many hits
over the fence to lay the foundation of
the imposing total in the company of
Devdutt Padikkal, who hit 54 off 35
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ormer champions Kolkata
Knight Riders will be desperate to bring their flagging campaign back on track when they
face leaders Gujarat Titans in
the IPL here on Saturday.
Having suffered three
defeats in a row, the Shreyas
Iyer-led outfit has slipped to seventh in the table and the task
gets tougher against the Titans,
who have been a revelation in
their maiden season.
The Hardik Pandya-led
Gujarat Titans have been firing
on all cylinders, with their batting prowess and bowling
might.
Pandya pulled out of their
last match against Chennai
Super Kings owing to a groin
injury but it was business as
usual for the Titans as stand-in
skipper Rashid Khan led the
team to a three-wicket win over
the four-time champions.
The biggest plus in their
win against CSK was Rashid's
sensational form with the bat as
he smashed a 21-ball 40 to help
his team chase down the target
with a ball spare.
GT's opening combination
may not have given them the
desired start and most of the
times the middle-order has rescued the Titans.
It was David Miller (94 not
out from 51 balls) who
anchored the show against
Chennai after half the side were
back in the pavilion with 87
runs inside 13 overs.
According to Rashid,
Pandya's injury was "not serious
and there's nothing to be worried about."
Pandya has been in superla-
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tive form with 228 runs from
five innings at an average of
76.00.
The onus would be on
Kolkata's bowlers to seize the
momentum and stop the Titans'
three-match winning run.
KKR's pace attack led by Pat
Cummins and Umesh Yadav
and
spinner
Varun
Chakravarthy (30 runs from
two overs) were taken to cleaners by the Rajasthan Royals batters in their last match.
It remains to be seen if the
team think-tank would bring
back Tim Southee in the XI as
the key lies in getting early
breakthroughs and giving Sunil
Narine a perfect stage to restrict
the flow of runs.
Narine, a vital cog in KKR's
wheel for long, has once again
been their go-to man and boasts
of the best economy rate of 5.03
after seven matches.
The batters have stopped
taking risks against the
Trinidadian and he would hope
that their pace battery gives
some early breakthroughs to
make the task easier for the
wrist spinner.
The game also throws an
interesting match-up between
former KKR batter Shubman
Gill and Narine.
Gill had a fine start to the
tournament and scored 84 (vs
Delhi) and 96 (vs Punjab) but
has gone quiet since then.
As for KKR batting, captain
Iyer is fresh from a fine 85
against Rajasthan Royals, but he
would hope their opening issue
is resolved.

Ponting isolated for 5 days after
family member tests COVID +ve
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balls with seven fours and two sixes.
DC skipper Rishabh Pant's decision
to field first backfired big time as the
duo of Buttler and Padikkal struck 155
runs in 15.5 overs for the opening stand.
After reaching 50 in 6.5 overs, the
duo opened up. Buttler started slowly
before picking up the pace and dealt
mostly in fours and sixes against the DC
spin duo of Kuldeep Yadav and Axar
Patel to bring up his fifty in 36 balls.
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umbai Indians team mentor Sachin Tendulkar has
called T20 a "cruel" format where
small margins are crucial and
suggested that the struggling
five-time IPL champions go out
and win the crunch moments to
arrest their slide.
Mumbai Indians have had a
disastrous campaign this season.
The Rohit Sharma-led side
remains wineless, having lost all
its seven matches so far.
"Let's first understand that in
this format there isn't a team
who has not experienced what
Mumbai Indians have experienced this season," Tendulkar
told Matthew Hayden during a
chat on 'Star Sports'.
"This format can be cruel.
And those crucial moments in a
match which don't go in your
favour then literally the margin
is like… you lose a game by two
or three runs or sometimes even
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family member of Delhi Capitals head coach
M
Ricky Ponting has tested positive for COVIDA
19, forcing him to go into a five-day isolation, the
IPL franchise said on Friday.
Ponting, though, has tested negative for the virus,
the franchise that has been battling a slew of COVID
cases over the past few days announced hours before
its IPL match against Rajasthan Royals.
The family has now been moved into an isolation facility.
"Ponting himself has tested negative twice subsequently. However, in the best interest of the team,
the management and medical team has decided that
he will remain in isolation for five days, as he was a
close contact," the Delhi Capitals said in the statement.
"He will, therefore, not be present at the ground
for tonight's game against Rajasthan Royals. The franchise requests for Ponting and his family's privacy
to be respected in the current scenario," it added.
The condition of all individuals in the bubble
who have tested positive so far is being closely monitored.
"The team looks forward to everyone's speedy
recovery."
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It was raining fours and sixes for
both Buttler and Padikkal as both the
batters played confidently to deny success to DC bowlers.
Buttler looked in ominous form
and was particularly severe on Yadav,
hitting the off-spinner for two sixes and
one four to pick up 18 runs from the
13th over.
DC's spin attack cut a sorry figure
as Axar and Kuldeep too leaked runs
with Buttler and Padikkal going hammer and tongs.
Padikkal brought up his fifty in 31
balls with a boundary, cutting Axar
behind square on the off side.
High on confidence after two centuries in the ongoing edition of the IPL,
Buttler continued his onslaught, smacking in-form Kuldeep Yadav for two
maximums in consecutive balls and a
four in the 15th over.
Power-hitting was at its best display
as Buttler, in particular, treated all the
DC bowlers with disdain.
Padikkal soon perished, caught
plumb in front of the wicket by Khaleel
Ahmed in the 116th over as DC got
their first breakthrough, albeit late in
the innings.
Buttler finally got out in the penultimate over, holing out to David
Warner at long-on off Mutafizur
Rahman.
Towards the end, skipper Sanju
Samson (46 not out off 19 balls) played
a little cameo to help RR cross the 200run mark and register the highest score
of the season.
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umbai Indians head
coach
Mahela
M
Jayawardene has backed outof-form openers Rohit Sharma
and Ishan Kishan, saying a
turnaround is certainly possible and he would be concerned only if the duo was not
hitting the ball well.
Rohit Sharma hasn't been
his usual self, the destructive
batter that used to pummel the
opposition attacks to submis-

the last ball.
"And those smaller margins,
we need to go out and conquer
those moments, those crunch
moments in the match are what
we have to win. And they haven't

sion.
Rohit, who could not open
his account against CSK on
Thursday night, has managed
only 114 runs from seven
innings this season.
"It has been up and down.
To be honest, Ishan batted
really well in the first couple of
games, and then a bit of a slide.
Ro (Rohit) has been hitting the
ball really well, he gets good
starts, 15-20 runs, looking
good and then not being able
to convert," Jayawardene said.

gone our way," he said.
The cricket icon said the
players especially the youngsters will take some time to settle in.
"I would like to clarify one
more point: in spite of having
had a challenging season the
boys have gone out and worked

as hard as possibly they could
during their practice sessions.
"This is a new team, a young
team. It may take a little more
time to settle down, but these
phases are such where you have
to ride through these phases,
stick together as a team and find
the solution."
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mran Malik's raw pace
and Bhuvneshwar Kumar's
U
consistency will be put to test
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against Dinesh Karthik's explosive batting and the finesse of
Faf du Plessis when Sunrisers
Hyderabad clash with Royal
Challengers Bangalore in the
IPL, here on Saturday.
Malik has caught everyone's attention with his fiery
deliveries this season. His tearway pace has even troubled
established batters such as
Shreyas Iyer.
Alongside senior teammate Bhuvneshwar, the 22year-old formed a match-winning partnership to defeat
Punjab Kings by seven-wickets
in their previous outing.
Sunrisers, who are targeting a top-4 position, also have
yorker-specialist T Natarajan
and South African Marco
Jansen in their ranks. Jansen
has also been able to tease batters with his angles and variations.
But the seasoned Du
Plessis and Karthik have pummelled the best in the business.
The new RCB skipper
roared back to form with a
fine 96 as he anchored his
team's innings after the top
order once again collapsed
against Lucknow Super
Giants.
However, the veteran
South African batter missed
out on a much deserved
maiden IPL hundred in the
18-run win on Tuesday.
On the other hand,
Karthik is enjoying one of his
best seasons in the league. The
wicketkeeper batter has taken
the centre stage with his heroics for RCB.
With scores of 32 not out,
14 not out, 44 not out, 7 not

out, 34, 66 not out and 13 not
out in seven innings, Karthik
has seemingly been the best
finisher this season.
But apart from the duo, the
RCB batters will have their task
cut out against Sunrisers, who
have momentum on their side
after winning four games on
the trot.
All eyes will once again be
on Virat Kohli,
who would
be eager to
get out of
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the rut of low scores.
Opener Anuj Rawat, who
apart from a 66 against
Mumbai Indians, has failed to
capitalise on the opportunity
provided to him, S
Prabhudessai and Glenn
Maxwell too will be hoping to
provide substantial contributions with the bat.
Their bowling unit, however, is their strong suite, which
was not the case in the previous seasons.
Josh Hazlewood has quickly become an irreplaceable
piece in the RCB set up. The
Australian quick has managed
to dominate opposition batters
with his consistent line and
lengths.
In Hazlewood, Harshal
Patel, Mohammed Siraj and
Wanindu Hasarnaga,
RCB have four matchwinners, while Maxwell
and Shahbaz Ahmed have
also played their part well.
They will be up against
a SRH batting unit where
every batter has taken the
responsibility to take their side
over the line.
Promoting Abhishek
Sharma to the opener's spot has
done wonders for the youngster, who has been fabulous at
the top, providing SRH aggressive starts.
Skipper Kane Williamson
is also back among runs while
Rahul Tripathi has shown he
too can win matches with the
bat when he struck a 37-ball 71
against KKR.
And if the top order fails,
the duo of South African Aiden
Markaram and swashbuckling
Nicholas Pooran are there to
finish off matches or set huge
targets.
A win for Sunrisers will
elevate them to the top-4 while
a victory for RCB will help
them grab the top spot.
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S Dhoni "is still hungry"
and Chennai Super Kings
M
stay afloat in IPL-15 after the legend's latest Houdini act at the
death. And they are all that matter to skipper Ravindra Jadeja.
Five defeats from seven outings became a thing of the past
after Dhoni turned back the
clock to script a memorable
three-wicket victory for CSK
against MI on Thursday.
"It's very good that he is still
hungry (for runs and wins)," the
new CSK skipper said after
Dhoni's 13-ball 28 propelled the
team to an epic win over their
arch-rivals.
"His touch is still there.

Jaydev Unadkat before maintaining his calm to put one past
short-fine leg for the match-winning boundary, leaving the
bowler and the rest of his
Mumbai teammates shattered.
"Look we were in pressure
and the way the match was
going, I believe there was pressure in both the dugouts... As the
world's best finisher (Dhoni) was
out in the middle.
"Somewhere we knew that
if he (Dhoni) stays till the last
ball, then definitely he would
win the game for us. We had the
belief that he wouldn't miss the
final two-three balls and luckily that happened," Jadeja said at
the virtual post-match press
conference.

And looking at it, all of us
remain calm, that if he is in the
middle and stays till the final
over, he will win the game,"
added Jadeja.
"We were tense but had a
belief that he (Dhoni) was out
there, he would finish the game
and come. He has won so many
games for India, in the IPL, we
knew that he would finish the
game."
Dhoni (28 off 13) batted like
the finisher of his hey days to
help CSK get the required 17
runs off the final over to win
their second game of the season
and extend Mumbai Indians'
winless streak to seven games.
He smashed a six and four
off third and fourth ball off

1^cXeBQTXY[QS\Y^SX 0\XabTcc^_[PhU^a6[^dRTbcTabWXaT
933Q``_Y^dc
CY\fUbY^1cYQ^3µcXY`
?C8Q ;>=3>=

?C8Q D;00=100C0A

nshu Malik finally lost in the
title clash after winning
A
three earlier bouts in a dominant
fashion to clinch a Silver in the
57kg category at the Asian
Wrestling Championships here
on Friday.
Radhika also won a Silver in
65kg category while Manisha
bagged a Bronze in the 62kg
division.
Anshu lost to Tsugumi
Sakurai of Japan by fall in the
Gold medal bout.
The Indian was dominance
personified as she won all her
three earlier bouts by technical
superiority before losing to
Sakurai in the 57kg final.
The 20-year-old defending
champion from Haryana's
Nidani village dished out a
strong performance and literally toyed with her opponents to

assure herself a third Asian
Championship medal.
She had won a Bronze in the
2020 edition at home and won
the 57kg title last year in Almaty.
Anshu, who became the
first Indian woman wrester to
reach the World Championship
final last year, began with a win
over Uzbekistan's Shokhida
Akhmedova and followed that
up with another dominating
victory against Singapore's
Danielle Sue Ching Lim, who
appeared at sea against her
superior Indian rival.
Anshu hardly gave her rivals
time to think or strategise as she
pulled off move after move with
ease to bamboozle them.
She
overpowered
Mongolia's
Bolortuya
Khurelkhuu in the semifinals,
beginning with a four-point
throw that ensued from a double-leg attack.
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akistan fast bowler
Mohammad Amir is set to
P
make a surprise return to FirstClass cricket less than two years
after announcing his international retirement as he has
signed a short-term contract
with Gloucestershire to play in
the County Championship.
The 30-year-old pacer was
signed by Gloucestershire for a
three-match deal and will be
available for selection for
County Championship matches against Surrey, Hampshire
and Somerset.
"The overseas signing will
provide Glos with an experienced seam option as cover for
the absent Naseem Shah, who
will be unavailable for selection
until the T20 Vitality Blast campaign," Gloucestershire said in
a statement on Friday.
"Amir has linked up with
the Gloucestershire squad in
Lancashire and will be in-line to

make his first-team debut for
The Shire against Surrey at the
Seat Unique Stadium in Bristol,
on Thursday 28 April." it added.
Amir, who has played 36
Tests and picked up 119 wickets after making his debut in
2009, had announced his retirement from international cricket in December 2020 due to his

3D108) The ICC on Friday
appointed Wasim Khan,
the former chief executive
of Pakistan Cricket Board,
as its General Manager Cricket to succeed Geoff
Allardice. Khan, who will
take up his post next
month, was also previously the Chief Executive of
Leicestershire County
Cricket Club and Chance to
Shine. He last held the post
of PCB CEO. He will take
over from Allardice who
spent eight years in the
role before being appointed
as the ICC CEO.
PTI

differences with the then
national team coaching duo of
Misbah-ul-Haq and Waqar
Younis.

