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The Congress on Friday
staged a countrywide

protest against price rise, GST
and unemployment, but the
party leaders were more  vocal
on criticising the Centre alleg-
ing that the Government
unleashed the Enforcement
Directorate against the Gandhis
in the National Herald case.

The  epicentre of the
protest was Delhi where Rahul
Gandhi and Priyanka Gandhi
led from the front, but the party
also mobilised its cadre in sev-
eral States to give it a shape of
pan-India agitation against the
policies of the Modi
Government.  

Congress chief Sonia
Gandhi led the protest inside
Parliament premises but did
not attend the march due to
health issues.

Wearing black outfits,
Rahul , Priyanka, and nearly 60
Congress MPs from both
Houses of Parliament and hun-
dreds of Congress workers

were detained when they tried
to march to Rashtrapati Bhavan
from Parliament.

Ahead of the protest, Rahul
addressed a Press conference
during which he alleged that
India is witnessing the “death
of democracy” and anybody
who stands against the onset of
dictatorship is “viciously
attacked”. 

He said the Gandhi fami-
ly is attacked because it fights
for democracy and for com-
munal harmony.

He charged that the sole
agenda of the Government is
that people’s issues such as
price rise, unemployment and
violence in society must not
be raised. 

“What we are witnessing
is the death of democracy.
That is what India is witness-
ing. What India has built
brick by brick, starting almost
a century ago, is basically
being destroyed in front of
your eyes,” said  Rahul, who
was flanked by party leaders
Jairam Ramesh and Ashok
Gehlot.

Asked about the ques-
tioning by the Enforcement
Directorate of Congress pres-
ident Sonia and him in the
National Herald case, Rahul
said, “Question all you want,
there is absolutely nothing
there, everybody knows it.
We are not going to be intim-
idated by such tactics.”
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While her party has been
attacking the Modi

Government over actions by
the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) against the TMC leaders
in West Bengal, State Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee met
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
in the national Capital on
Friday and raised a host of
issues concerning her State,
including GST dues and the
timely release of funds by the
Centre under various schemes.

Mamata’s meeting with the
Prime Minister and later with
President Droupadi Murmu
came a day ahead of the Vice
President’s election in which

her party has broken ranks
with the Opposition and decid-
ed to abstain. 

The meeting came against
the backdrop of the arrest of
her Minister Partha Chatterjee
by the ED.

The Prime Minister’s
Office shared a picture of the
meeting, which lasted about
an hour.  In a memorandum
to the PM, Mamata said she
had repeatedly sought his
inter vent ion for  urgent
release of funds due to the
State on account of the imple-
mentation of MGNREGA,
PM Awas Yojana and PM
Gramin Sadak Yojana. The
amount due under these
schemes stood at �17,996.32
crore, she said.
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Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Friday said for-

eign powers could keep India
under their rule as they suc-
ceeded in creating an inferior-
ity complex among Indians
which should be uprooted to
achieve Independence in its
truest sense.

He said that the foreign
rulers created a myth that
Indians were illiterate, ignor-
ing the fact that the Gita, the

Vedas, astronomy, and zero
were given to this world by
our country. Shah was speak-
ing after the launch of a mega
serial “Swaraj — Bharat Ke
Swatantrata Sangram Ki
Samagra Gatha”, produced by
Doordarshan to mark the
75th anniversar y of
Independence.  The 75-
episode mega show chronicles
lesser-known tales about
Indian history and would be
telecast from August 14 on
Doordarshan in Hindi and
regional languages.
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The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) on Friday hiked the

key lending (repo) rate by 50
basis points. This is the  third
increase since May to tackle ris-
ing  inflation. The rate hike will
mean home, auto and other
loan EMIs will rise  further.

The hike by 50 bps to 5.40
per cent is 25 bps higher than
the pre-pandemic repo level. 

RBI  Governor Shaktikanta
Das indicated that this may not
be the end of  the tightening
regime. The RBI, however, did
not revise its existing econom-
ic growth or inflation forecast
despite indications of a global
slowdown. See P10
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The Members of Parliament
will vote on Saturday to

elect the next Vice President of
India in an election where
NDA candidate Jagdeep
Dhankhar is pitted against
Opposition pick Margaret
Alva. With numbers stacked in
favour of the NDA, Dhankhar,
a former Governor of West
Bengal, is set for an easy win.

Cracks were visible in the
Opposition camp as Mamata
Banerjee’s  Trinamool
Congress decided to abstain
from voting alleging lack of
consultations in deciding on
the name of Alva.
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While the BJP called the
Congress protest on

Friday a ploy to shield the
Gandhis from the National
Herald corruption probe,
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah and Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
linked the agitation by

Congress leaders in black
clothes to the “appeasement”
politics alleging the protest
was planned on the day Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had
laid the foundation of Ram
Janambhoomi temple in 2020.

“The Congress chose
this day for protest and
wore black clothes because
they want to give a subtle
message to further promote
their appeasement politics,”
said Shah.
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New Delhi: The Congress hit
back at the BJP saying only a
sick mind can link the protests
to the Ram temple foundation
day. “It’s only a sick mind
which can produce such bogus
arguments. Clearly the protests
have hit home!” tweeted party
leader Jairam Ramesh.
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A36-year-old female
Unani doctor attempt-
ed suicide by taking

overodose of drugs after she
was sexually assaulted and
exploited for the past three
years by her compopunder at
Firdous Nagar under
Teelajamalpura police station
area, police have started
searching for the accused.
The doctor, who was in
depression, attempted suicide
by taking an overdose of the
drug, she was admitted to
Sultania Hospital in critical
condition and her condition is
reportedly stable.
In the statement given to the
police, she told about accused
who sexually exploited her.
According to Tila Jamalpura
police, a 36-year-old woman

living in Firdous Nagar is a
Unani doctor. She has a clin-
ic in Congress Nagar and has
appointed Rihan Ali, a resi-
dent of Housing Board
Nishatpura, as compounder
for the clinic.
The woman told the police
that in December 2019, her
friendship with Rihan Ali
grew and turned into love.
The woman told the police
that during this time the com-
pounder raped her and when
she resisted, he promised to
marry.
In March 2022, the woman
forced the compounder to
marry but he refused. On this
a dispute started between the
two. On Wednesday night, the
woman attempted suicide by
taking an overdose of the
drug. Due to deteriorating
health, the family got her
admitted to Sultania Hospital

in critical condition and when
she regained consciousness,
she recorded her statement in
which she told that Rihan
sexually exploited her.
Tila Jamalpura police station
in-charge Radheshyam
Ranger said that the woman
has two children. The last
time she was raped by the
accused in Kohefiza area.
Preliminary statements were
recorded by Talaiya police
station. After this, the Talaiya
police forwarded the matter to
the Gautam Nagar police sta-
tion.
The Gautam Nagar police did
not register an FIR because the
victim does not reside under the
limit of the police station. The
Tila Jamalpura police registered
a case late on Thursday night.
After this the police reached the
house of the accused but he was
found missing from home.
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Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan has said
that the 75 years of inde-

pendence should be celebrated
with the basic mantra of Sabka
Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka
Vishwas and Sabka Prayas
(Everyone's development with
everyone’s faith, cooperation
and effort) under the leadership
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. 
All the residents of the state
should participate in the Amrit
Mahotsav of independence.
Public participation should be
ensured in the programme of
August 15 Independence Day
from district to panchayat and
ward level. CM Chouhan was
addressing a review meeting at
the residence office regarding

the activities conducted in the
Amrit Mahotsav of Azadi.
It was informed in the meeting
that a series of programmes
were started from March 12,
2021 by preparing a calendar
for the Amrit Mahotsav of
independence in the state. On
this day, various programmes
related to Amrit Mahotsav
started simultaneously at 407
urban bodies and 23 archaeo-
logical sites in the state and

more than 2800 activities have
been conducted so far.
Principal Secretary Culture
Sheo Shekhar Shukla informed
that offline and online activities
and programmes have been
conducted to make the new
generation aware of the infor-
mation related to the contribu-
tion of the known, unknown
revolutionaries, martyrs, war-
riors, female freedom fighters
and public heroes of the state in
the freedom and their valour.
Activities such as lectures,
research seminars, painting
workshops and film-making
were organised on the birth
anniversary and martyrdom
day of many Jan Nayaks (pub-
lic heroes) including Rani
Avantibai, Rani Durgavati, Rani
Laxmibai, Tatya Tope, Amar
Shaheed Chandrashekhar

Azad, Shankarshah-Raghunath
Shah and Raja Saryu Prasad. In
this sequence, Mahatma
Gandhi Samman on Gandhi
Jayanti and Ram-Rahim Bhajan
Sandhya and Adi Vidrohi the-
atrical celebrations were held.
For the first time, programmes
full of patriotism were held in
Bhopal with the collaboration
of the Army, along with the
Madhya Pradesh Police and
NCC cadets. 
Seminars and competitions
were organised by the
Department of Higher
Education focused on "Ek
Bharat-Shreshtha Bharat" (One
India-Great India). In the
meeting, a short film focusing
on the activities of the Amrit
Mahotsav of Independence
was screened by various
departments.
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Principal Secretary
Tourism and Managing
Director Tourism Board

Sheo Shekhar Shukla
informed that the last date for
registration in "Madhya
Pradesh Tourism Quiz
Competition 2022" has now
been extended till August 12,
2022 by the tourism board,
which was August 05 earlier.
This decision has been taken
to increase the participation of
students in the competition

and also a busy schedule of
administrative staff in the
election work in the district.
Collectors of all districts have
been directed in this regard. 
"Madhya Pradesh Tourism
Quiz Competition 2022" is
being organized by Madhya
Pradesh Tourism Board with
the objective of acquainting
school students with the
tourism of the state and to
develop the process of learn-
ing through tourism. Students
studying from class IX to XII
in government, non-govern-

ment, CBSE and Kendriya
Vidyalayas of the state will be
able to participate in the com-
petition. The winning teams of
the competition will be given
a tour package of the hotels of
the Tourism Corporation
along with certificates and
medals. The competition will
increase tourism-related infor-
mation among children along
with attraction towards dif-
ferent are of MP for future.
The board has successfully
been organizing this compe-
tition since 2016.
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Jyotiraditya Scindia,
Minister of Civil
Aviation and Steel,

Government of India has
written to Minister of
External Affairs,
Government of India, S
Jaishankar, drawing his
attention to the need of a
Passport Seva Laghu
Kendra (PSLK) in Gwalior.
In his letter Scindia
brought to the notice of
the External Affairs
Minister, the difficulties
faced by the people of
Gwalior_ Chambal
Division due to the
absence of a proper pass-
port office. He informed
Jayashankar that the cur-
rent Postal Passport
Centre in Gwalior is ill-

equipped to meet the
demands of the thousands
of passport applicants. He
added that passport appli-
cants from 7 districts of
the division throng the
Postal Passport Centre in
Gwalior  daily but have to
return disappointed as the
office is equipped to han-
dle only 50 applicants in a

day. 
He also brought to the
notice of the External
Minister the fact that
Indore, being a PSLK is
issuing 350 normal pass-
ports and 50 tatkal pass-
ports in a day. 
In his letter Scindia men-
tioned that there is no pro-
vision in the Gwalior pass-
port office for Tatkal pass-
ports due to the shortage
of enough staff. 
He added that these fac-
tors have been recently
highlighted in the local
newspapers and the
Gwalior chapter of the
Madhya Pradesh
Chamber of Commerce
also has demanded the
setting up of a Passport
Seva Laghu Kendra in
Gwalior.
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Bhawna Dehariya, who
has illuminated the
name of Madhya

Pradesh in the world by
conquering the world's
highest peak Mount Everest,
will now hoist the tricolor on
Europe's highest peak
Mount Elbrus in Russia
(height 18,510 feet) on
August 15. Under the Amrit
Mahotsav of Azadi, Madhya
Pradesh Tourism Board has
supported Bhawna. 
AMD Vivek Shrotriya
presented the national flag
to mountaineer Bhawna and
wished her success. She also
talked about taking the Har
Ghar Tricolor campaign to
maximum people and
spreading fitness awareness
among the people. Under
the guidance of Culture,
Tourism and Religious Trust
and Endowment Minister
Usha Thakur and Principal
Secretary of Tourism
Department and Managing
Director Madhya Pradesh
Tourism Board, Sheo
Shekhar Shukla, the
Tourism Board is
continuously working to
encourage talent. In this
spree, known mountaineer
Bhawna of Tamia village of
Chhindwara district visited

the office of Madhya
Pradesh Tourism Board. 
Deputy Director Adventure
and Film Umakant
Chaudhary also wished
Bhawna. Chowdhary
informed that the Tourism
Board is assisting in such
efforts to increase the
attraction of youth towards
adventure and trekking in
the state. 
Mountaineer Bhawna is one
of the few and first women
of the state to achieve the
summit of Mount Everest on
May 22, 2019. 
In the year 2019, India's flag
was waved by her all over the
world by conquering the
highest peak of African
continent Mount
Kilimanjaro on the day of
Diwali and Mount
Kosciuszko of Australian
continent on the day of Holi.
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In an inspiring move,
Anahita Bajaj, a nine
year old girl has written

an interesting fictional story
book – Tummy Tales, the
Gurgaon based girl attempt-
ed to pen down her journey
in her mummy’s tummy is
exemplary. What began as a
routine bedtime affair
turned into a literary col-
laboration between Anahita
and her parents who gave
wings to her imagination
and encouraged her to
observe, think and write. 
Anahita’s book titled
‘Tummy Tales’ is an inter-
esting story of her adven-
tures during her nine-month
stay in her mom’s womb.
The book has recently been
formally published by
Embassy Books, ‘Tummy
Tales’ was recently launched
at the Om Book Store,
Gurgaon. 
The book is available at Om
Books and online stores like
Amazon, Flipkart, FirstCry
& Snapdeal.  All the pro-
ceeds of the book will go in
a charity.
Besides talking about the
womb story, Anahita’s book
talks about how she made
friends with the various
body parts during her

tummy-stay and has her
interesting interpretation of
digestive and nervous sys-
tem (of what she experi-
enced in the tummy vis-a-
vis what she is learning now
in her school, DPS
International, Gurgaon).
Ask this little author about
where did she got the inspi-
ration to write a book on
such a unique concept, and
she said, “My father inspired
me,” adding that her father
used to narrate numerous
interesting stories of the
times when she was in her
mum’s womb. 
“And I built up on that,”
adding further she said, “I
love to read, listen and write
stories, and my parents have
always encouraged me to do
what I love doing.”
“I used to tell Anahita fic-
tional bedtime stories,
including one where I went
to God and asked for her.
Interestingly, one day she
started sharing her experi-
ence of staying in her
mummy’s tummy and how
she made friends with all the
body parts. Her imagination
was so vivid and powerful
that I asked her to write it
down. This is how ‘Tummy
Tales’ was born,” says Deep
Bajaj, the proud father of the
little author Anahita Bajaj.
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Heavy rainfall is like-
ly at isolated places
in next 24 hours, as

new systems are getting
active again in the state; the
state capital received 1 inch
of rainfall during the last 24
hours and Bairagarh
recorded 3 mm of rain
while visibility dipped to
3000 meters during the
rains.
According to the
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Department, similar weath-
er will prevail for the next
two to three days. However,
there may be heavy rain at
isolated places. Heavy rains
will start in the state from
August 6. Heavy rain may
occur in many areas from
August 8.

Met official said that there
is a possibility of heavy
rain in Bhopal after 5-6
days. So far, Madhya
Pradesh has received about
7 percent more rain than
normal. Normally, till now
there was about 20 inches of
rain, while this time it has
been 21 inches.
After 9 days the weather
changed in Bhopal on
Thursday. Due to the cool-
ness of the rain, the tem-
perature in Bhopal had
dropped by 4.8 degrees
which is brought by mon-
soon trough and it is also
drawing moisture. The day's
temperature was recorded
at 31.8 degree Celsius which
dropped by 1.9 degree
Celsius. The night temper-
ature was 24.9 degree
Celsius. During the rain,

Bhopal also experienced a
wind speed of 16 kmph.
Few regions have witnessed
rains much less than nor-
mal which are  Datia,
Niwari, Tikamgarh,
Chhatarpur, Damoh,
Panna, Satna, Rewa, Sidhi,
Singrauli, Katni, Umaria,
Shahdol, Anuppur,
Dindori, Umaria and
Narsinghpur districts. Here
the rainfall quota was below
normal by 21  to 47 percent.
Bhopal, Sheopur, Vidisha,
Guna, Rajgarh, Agar
Malwa, Sehore, Dewas,
Harda, Narmadapuram,
Betul, Chhindwara, Seoni,
Burhanpur, Khandwa and
Dewas received more than
50 percent rain. Along
with this, Indore has also
received less rain than
normal.
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Madhya Pradesh on
Friday reported 169
COVID-19 cases and

one death, which took the tally
to 10,50,844 and toll to 10,758,
a state health department offi-
cial said. The recovery count
increased by 247 during the day
to reach 10,38,701, leaving the
state with an active caseload of
1,385, he said.
The official said the overall
number of coronavirus tests
conducted in MP was
2,97,57,446, including 7,187
on Friday. A government
release said that 12,61,51,748
coronavirus vaccine doses have
been administered so far in the
state, of which 77,869 jabs were
given during the day.
Coronavirus figures in MP are
as follows: Total cases 10,50,844,
new cases 169, death toll 10,758,
recoveries 10,38,701, active
cases 1,385, number of tests so
far 2,97,57,446.

Bhopal: For the regained sense
of pure elegance and savoir-
faire, Corneliani, a Italian
menswear fashion giant has
launched it’s Spring/Summer
2023 collection which focuses
on traditional menswear arche-
types and sartorial separates.
Infused with a touch of
Nostalgic escapism this collec-
tion consist of classic polo T-
shirts, minimal graphical print-
ed T-shirts in muted tones, shirt
jackets, woolen jackets, cardi-
gans fabricated from sustain-
able cotton, chino trousers and
collared shirts which is by
inspired by a Mediterranean
summer. 
Authentic masculine elegance is
brought back with soft tailoring,
elaborate precision and detail-
ing, as true luxury in the
designer’s eyes comes from
quality, good taste and the con-
fidence that a man senses when
feeling comfortable and at ease
in his clothes.
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Medical Education
Minister Vishwas
Kailash Sarang held a

review meeting to start PPP
model based medical college in
Madhya Pradesh. In the review,
it was decided to establish PPP
model based medical colleges in
five districts of the state in the
first phase. In this, decision was
taken to start medical colleges
on PPP model in Bhopal,
Indore, Jabalpur, Balaghat and
Katni.

State government will pro-
vide land on lease of 99 years
(60 years + 39 years) to private
investors for setting up medical
college. Apart from this, 300
bedded hospital building will
also be provided to the state
government to private
investors.

It was decided in the meet-
ing that the medical college
would be constructed on the

land provided by the private
investor at his own expense. Its
operation and maintenance will
be done by him.

Minister Sarang directed
that the Medical College will be
established on DBFOT (Design,
Build, Finance, Operate and
Transfer) model by PPP part-
ner. Under this, the expenses of
medical college, hostel, resi-
dential complex, equipment,
books and journals etc. will be
beared by the private investor.

Free treatment will be
made available in PPP model
based hospitals, to financially
weak patients along with
Ayushman patients. On the
other hand, non-Ayushman
patients will get the facility of
treatment at market rates.

Notably, according to the
establishment policy of medical
college on Government of
India’s PPP model, PPP based
medical college will be estab-
lished for admission of 100
MBBS seats.
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Bhopal: The husband of a newly
elected woman sarpanch alleged-
ly took the oath of office instead
of his wife in a gram panchayat
in Madhya Pradesh's Damoh
district following which the dis-
trict authorities have sought a
detailed report in the matter.

The matter pertains to the
Gaisabad Panchayat of Damoh
district, where after the three-tier
panchayat election, a woman
sarpanch of the scheduled class
was elected and some other
women panches also emerged
victorious.

However, the swearing-in
ceremony became a subject of
controversy after there were alle-
gations that instead of the
women, their husbands had pre-
sented themselves at the time of
the oath-taking. The elected
sarpanch and other women were
to be administered the oath of
office and secrecy, for which a
program was organized in the
village Panchayat.
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Kaya-Kalp award to 394 health institutions 
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With a view to
improve the quality
of health services

being provided in health insti-
tutions, Kaya-Kalp Awards
are being given to 394 health
institutions of the state in the
year 2021-22. Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan will
present Kaya-Kalp Awards to
selected health institutions
at Kushabhau Thakre Hall on
August 8 and will also dis-
tribute an amount of Rs 55
crore under Mission Sehat to
the in-charges of government
institutions with a single click.
The development health insti-
tutions in the state as per the
kaya-kalp (rejuvenation) cri-
teria was initiated in the year
2015. Health institutions are
developed according to the
kaya-kalp criteria and are

rewarded after evaluating
them at three levels. 9 health
institutions were selected for
the Kaya-Kalp Award in the
year 2015-16, 65 in the year
2016-17, 63 in the year 2017-
18, 96 in the year 2018-19,
269 in the year 2019-20, 220
in the year 2020-21 and 394
health institutions were
awarded in the year 2021-22
despite the Covid-19 pan-
demic. Developing the insti-
tution as per the Kaya-Kalp
criteria has resulted in clean-
liness in the institutions, pre-
vention of infection to
patients and reduction in
hospital infections.
There is an improvement in
the quality of services being
provided in health institu-
tions and continuous training
is being imparted to the
employees. Training is being
imparted on subjects like

National Quality Assurance
Standard, Bio-waste
Management, Infection
Control, Patient Safety,
Internal Assessment
Techniques, Quality
Management Techniques etc.
Due to the availability of
high level protocols of infec-
tion control in health insti-
tutions, the staff in the insti-
tutions themselves did not get
infected with Covid-19 and
the patients admitted in the
institution also recovered
quickly. Continuous efforts
are being made by the state
government to develop health
institutions as per NQAS and
Kaya-Kalp norms.
To provide quality and decent
health facilities to the citizens
of the state, arrangements
have been made for proper
treatment in all 52 District
Hospitals, 119 Civil Hospitals,

356 Community Health
Centres, 1266 Primary Health
Centres and 10 thousand 287
Sub Health Centres. 
Keeping in mind the con-
venience of patients coming
for treatment in all these
health institutions, arrange-
ments are being made for
the maintenance of infra-
structure, availability of
high quality essential med-
ical equipment, various
types of tests, checkups,
dialysis and cancer treat-
ment etc. 
To overcome the shortage of
medical specialists in health
institutions, an action plan
has been made to expand
tele-medicine facilities and
provide facilities like help-
desk and queue manage-
ment to assist the patients
and their relatives visiting
the OPD of the hospital.


��������������� 2�<3,�

This Raksha Bandhan
an exhibition of design-
er dresses, kurtis, saris

and other accessories will be
put on display for the shopa-
holics of the city. Riwaaz a
two day lifestyle exhibition
will be put  here at Hotel
Raddison on Monday. 
The two day exhibition cum
sale will be all about the
designer dresses, kurtis, saris,
clutches and accessories. 
This exhibition is an offering
to fashion lovers who are pas-
sionate to wear something
beautiful, exclusive and
unique. This is also an
attempt to get the vibrant
colours and Indian couture
on the same stage.
The exhibition cum sale will
showcase a magnificent mix

of contemporary fashion and
more from across the State.
The exhibition cum sale was
a fusion of various styles of
Madhya Pradesh. 
Some stalls will display bagh
print while some showcased
chanderi and maheshwari
with a western twist. The
exhibition cum sale will give
shoppers ample choice of
accessories, clutches and
Indian wear such as saris,
dresses and kurtis.
Besides, the exhibition cum
sale aims to capture not only
the young crowd but also mid
aged and aged ladies to be in
the league of latest trends
prevailing. This exhibition
will cover all the assorted and
handmade rakhis, fashion
trends and other lifestyle
essentials that are must in this
festive season.
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After the construction
of Shri Ram temple in
Ayodhya, VHP will

return to its original work.
Under this, strategic goals
will be set again for social
harmony, stopping conver-
sion, ‘Ghar Wapsi’ campaign
and service works. This
demand was raised by the 80
delegates who arrived from
41 provinces at the Rajiv
Gandhi Technological
University campus in
Bhopal where a four day
provincial organising secre-
tary’s training programme
was organised from 1 to 7
August.
RSS Chief Mohanrao
Bhagwat is also in Bhopal to
address the members of the
training programme. The
members attending the pro-
gramme demanded that

continuous strengthening
of VHP from organisation-
al point of view should now
be the goal, for that country-
wide effort would have to be
made.
On Thursday morning,
before the intellectual ses-
sions , Sangh Pramukh Dr.
Mohanrao Bhagwat, Sangh
All India Executive
Committee member Suresh
Bhaiyaji Joshi, RGPV Vice
Chancellor Dr. Sunil Kumar
Gupta and other office bear-
ers planted saplings in the
premises. Bhagwat left for
the next programme from
the VHP's event at 7 pm.
After this, he also has to par-
ticipate in the ongoing
World Federation events in
Bhopal. On the other hand,
at 11.05 am, VHP Vice
President Champat Rai
reached, who will also have
some sessions on Friday.

VHP working president
Alok Kumar could not
reach, who is likely to reach
on Friday.
In fact, the provincial organ-
isation training session of
Vishwa Hindu Parishad
(VHP) is being held from 1
to 7 August this time in
Bhopal, the heartland of
Madhya Bharat province.
In this event, officials of 41
provinces of 12 regions
under the arrangement of
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) from all over
the country are participat-
ing.
The special thing is that the
programme was attended
by RSS chief Dr. Mohanrao
Bhagwat himself for three
days from 2 to 4 August.
During this, Bhagwat took
various sessions in the train-
ing class where he also had
his speeches.
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Congress which has
been at odds with the
Centre, about the

price rise and hike in GST,
held a mass protest against
price rise, unemployment
and the GST hike on essen-
tial items throughout the
country on Friday. 
Rahul Gandhi, Priyanka
Gandhi led the protest
march wearing black
clothes, the entire Congress
was in black clothes in
Delhi, while senior party
leader Suresh Pachouri led
protest in Bhopal. Rahul
Gandhi compared the vic-
tory of BJP and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
to Hitler.
Rahul Gandhi even com-

pared Modi to Hitler.
”Hitler has also won elec-
tions, he too used to win
elections. 
How did he use to do it ? He
had control of all
Germany’s institution…
Give me the entire system,
then I will show you how
elections are won “says
Gandhi.
BJP retaliated on this state-
ment of Rahul Gandhi.
From Madhya Pradesh
Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan and
Madhya Pradesh BJP
replied to Rahul Gandhi
from their Twitter account.
In fact, after the protest,
when the media questioned
Rahul Gandhi that you are
raising the issue of unem-
ployment and inflation, but

the BJP says that elections
are the best way in a
democracy and the public
is blessing them.
After Rahul Gandhi's state-
ment, CM Shivraj tweeted
“Now tell me, who should
explain to them that elec-
tions are won by winning
the hearts of the public not
by any structure, but by ser-
vice, dedication, and truth.
BJP Madhya Pradesh also
tweeted – Rahul Gandhi
himself has admitted that
now he will not be won by
the public, now he will
have to adopt Hitler's tac-
tics to win the election. 
Rahul Gandhi has all the
qualities of his grandmoth-
er, it shows that he will
never miss an emergency
for the sake of power”.
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Congratulating the
newly elected
Panchayat represen-

tatives, Chief Minister Shri
Shivraj Singh Chouhan
wished them for discharging
their responsibilities as per
the expectations of the peo-
ple. CM Shri Chouhan said
that elected Panchayat rep-
resentatives should leave no
stone unturned in the devel-
opment of their area and
welfare of the people, the
State Government is with
them. CM Shri Chouhan
inspired the newly elected
Panchayat representatives
to participate enthusiasti-
cally in the Amrit Mahotsav
of Independence. He said
that the country is cele-
brating the Amrit Mahotsav

of Independence under the
leadership of Prime
Minister Shri Narendra
Modi. The country has got
freedom through sacrifice,
hard work, dedication and
struggle. It is the duty of
every resident of state to cel-
ebrate this period as a fes-
tival. Let us all cherish this
festival of independence
with joy and enthusiasm by
joining the "Har Ghar
Tiranga" campaign.

Chief Minister Shri
Chouhan was addressing
the newly elected represen-
tatives of Panchayati Raj
Institutions from the resi-
dence office through video
conferencing. Additional
Chief Secretary General
Administration Shri Vinod
Kumar, Principal Secretary
Culture Shri Sheo Shekhar

Shukla and officers of
Panchayat and Rural
Development Department
were present. All the pan-
chayats of the state partici-
pated virtually in the pro-
gramme.

Chief Minister Shri
Chouhan said that the "Har
Ghar Tiranga" is a campaign
to inculcate the feeling of
patriotism among the coun-
trymen by creating aware-
ness about the national flag.
Independence week will be
celebrated across the coun-
try from 11 to 17 August.
We all must hoist the tri-
colour at our homes, offices
and business places from 13
to 15 August. It is a mani-
festation of our love, respect
and dedication towards
Mother India. It is necessary
that we buy the national flag

ourselves and hoist it.
Women's self-help groups
and cooperative societies
are engaged in making the
national flags in the state.
CM Shri Chouhan
expressed gratitude to Prime
Minister Shri Modi for the
Government of India allow-
ing to hoist the National
Flag during the day as well
as at night.

Chief Minister Shri
Chouhan said that to ensure
everyone's participation in
the "Har Ghar Tiranga"
campaign, activities for
building the atmosphere are
going on at a large scale in
the entire state. People
should be motivated to par-
ticipate in the "Har Ghar
Tiranga" campaign through
tiranga rallies, prabhat
pheris and bhajan troupes in
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Bhopal: Nursing College in
collaboration with Paediatrics
and Neonatology department,
AIIMS Bhopal,  on the occa-
sion of World Breastfeeding
Week from Aug 05 with theme
"Step up for breast feeding;
educate and support" orga-
nized a Breastfeeding promo-
tional rally including puppet
showand a breastfeeding lit-
eracy programme to spread
awareness among  mothers
and general public about
importance of early initiation

of breastfeeding, exclusive
breastfeeding and  role of
partner, family members and
society in supporting breast-
feeding followed by
International Webinar on this
year's theme.

Honourable Executive
Director,AIIMS Bhopal
Prof.(Dr.)Ajai Singh, flagged
off the Breastfeeding promo-
tional rally in presence of
Medical superintendent
AIIMS, Bhopal, Dean
(Academics), Deputy Director,

Principal Nursing College,
Finance & Chief Accounts
Officer, faculties Nursing
College and nursing students.
Executive Director Sir empha-
sised on importance of breast-

feeding andthis awareness
programme should not be
restrictedto onlyoneweek, it
should be continued through-
out the year via various mode
of communication. 
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Madhya Pradesh Power
Transmission Company
(MP Transco) has con-

structed 132 KV 50 kms
Sihawal-Sidhi line and 132 KV
new sub-station at Sihawal in
Sidhi district at an estimated cost
of Rs 53.26 crore. Energy
Minister Shri Pradyuman Singh
Tomar apprised that this sub-sta-
tion has been energized with 50
MVA with power transformer
capacity for the purpose of pro-
viding quality electricity to the
consumers and electricity supply
has also been started for the con-
sumers from the 33 kV feeders.
With the construction of new
sub-station, there has been a sig-
nificant increase in the trans-
mission capacity of Sidhi district,
the consumers of Sihawal region
will now be able to get better
quality electricity at proper volt-

age.
Energy Minister Tomar

informed that Girua region will
be the most benefited with the
construction of this sub-sta-
tion, which was earlier getting 33
kv supply from Tyonthar sub-
station located 75 km away.
Now the Girua region will get
supply from only 200 meters
long line, due to which this area
will get low interruption quali-
ty power at proper voltage.
Similarly, instead of 70 km, the
supply to Bichi will be available
from a 22 km long line and for
Ukada and Amelia region there
will be only 12 km line.

Energy Minister Shri Tomar
informed that now five 33/11
KV sub stations of this area will
get supply with the help of four
feeders of 33 KV from 132 kv
sub station. This includes 33 KV
regions Amalia, Bichhi
(Singrauli), Girua and Ukaya.

Approximately 27 thousand
power consumers will be bene-
fited here, who will get quality
electricity with minimum dis-
ruption.

Sihawal is the fifth ultra high
pressure power sub-station in
Sidhi district. Prior to this
Madhya Pradesh Power
Transmission Company used to
supply power from 220 KV Sub-
Station Sidhi, 132 KV Sub-
Station Sidhi, 132 KV Sub-
Station Rampur Nekin and 132
KV Sub Station Madwas to Sidhi
district.

With the commissioning of
the sub-station, the transmission
capacity of Sidhi district has
increased to 600 MVA. of which
there are 320 MVA. 220 KV side
and 280 MVA 132 KV sides. The
first super high pressure sub-sta-
tion in Sidhi district was com-
missioned on 29 April, 1987
under the name 132 KV sub sta-

tion Sidhi. Then its capacity was
20 MVA which has increased to
80 MVA today. The capacity of
132 KV Sub-station Rampur
Nekin is 40 MVA, capacity of
220 KV Sub-station side in 22 kv
sub station Sidhi is 320 MVA
and 132 KV Side capacity is 60
MVA and capacity of Madwas
132 KV Sub-station is 50 MVA.
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Bhopal: Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan along with NCC
cadet and mountaineer Smt. Jyoti
Ratre planted Neem, Banyan and
Moulshree saplings in the Smart
City Garden at Shyamala Hills.

Along with Chief Minister
Chouhan, NCC cadets of IEC
University Bhopal, Abhishek
Kumar Singh, Jitendra Prakash
Shrivastava, Nitesh Kushwaha,
Gaurav Yadav and Kumari Jhilmil
Kushwaha planted saplings.
University's Dean Student Welfare
Renu Yadav and Prof Sonu Lal
were present. Various communi-
ty development activities are con-
ducted by NCC cadets along
with plantation, cleanliness.
Along with mountaineer Jyoti
Ratre, Mumtaz Khan also plant-
ed saplings. Ratre is the most
senior woman in the country to
climb Mount Elbrus, the highest
peak in the continent of Europe. 
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Former Congress President
Rahul Gandhi on Friday

alleged that India is witnessing
the "death of democracy" and
anybody who raises people's
issues and stands against the
onset of dictatorship is "vicious-
ly attacked" and put in jail.

Addressing a Press confer-
ence at the AICC headquarters
ahead of the nationwide protest
by the Congress against price
rise and GST hike on essential
items, Rahul said the Gandhi
family is attacked because it
fights for democracy and for
communal harmony. He
charged that the sole agenda of
the government is that people's
issues such as price rise, unem-
ployment and violence in soci-
ety must not be raised.

The idea is that people's
issues, whether they are price
rise, unemployment, violence
in society, must not be raised,
Rahul said, alleging that the
more he raises people's issues
and speaks the truth, the more
he will be attacked.

"My problem is that I speak
the truth and I do not fear any-
thing. I will raise issues of price

rise, and I will be attacked
more. But, the one who threat-
ens himself fears," he claimed,
alleging that they fear price rise,
unemployment and the power
of people.

The Congress leader fur-
ther alleged that no institution
in the country is independent
and the entire infrastructure of
the government is with one
party.

"There is financial monop-
oly and institutional monopoly,
that is why the opposition is not
effective," he said. On BJP's
claim that they have been win-
ning elections, he said, "Hitler
also used to win elections. He
had the entire institutional
structure with him. Give me
the power on the institutions
and I will show you how elec-
tions are won."
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India has asked China to refrain
from violating airspace close to the
Line of Actual Control (LAC) in

Ladakh to avoid escalation of tension
in the region.  This issue was flagged
during a meeting between military
delegations of the two sides at the bor-
der earlier this week.

The Indian team comprising
Army and IAF officers expressed con-
cern over recent flying activities by
Chinese air force near the LAC on its
side in late June and early July,
sources said here on Friday adding
the parleys took place on Tuesday. 

The need for raising this matter
by New Delhi came after one Chinese
jet reportedly came very close to the
LAC and the IAF had to scramble its
jets to thwart any possible threat.

These violations took place during the
annual Chinese military exercise in
the Tibetan plateau region in the last
two months.

Sources said India and China dis-
cussed ways to better establish under-
standing to manage air space and
avoid air space violations along the
Line of Actual Control (LAC). This
was discussed during the routine
Confidence Building Measures
(CBM) talks on the ground held on
Tuesday.  The Indian delegation was
led by a Major General.

The two sides also promised to
adhere to the pacts between the two
countries as part of confidence build-
ing measures to avoid any escalation
at the LAC.

As per existing agreements
between India and China, operation
of fighter aircraft and armed heli-

copters is restricted to a distance of
ten kms on each side of the LAC.

According to the ‘Agreement on
Maintenance of Peace and Tranquility
along the LAC in India-China Border
Area’ of 1996, “combat aircraft (to
include fighter, bomber, reconnais-
sance, military trainer, armed heli-
copter and other armed aircraft)
shall not fly within 10 km of the LAC.”

The LAC is not fully demarcat-
ed and there are differences of per-
ception on the alignment due to
which such incidents keep happen-
ing, they said.

Given the continuing face-offs at
some friction points at the LAC in
Eastern Ladakh for the past two years
and violent incidents in May 2020, the
IAF has activated nearly all its forward
bases facing China.  Moreover, it has
deployed most of its front line jets
including SU-30,Mirage and even the
recently inducted Rafales to meet any
challenge.

Incidentally, the latest talks
termed as confidence building mea-
sure efforts came nearly a month after
the Corps Commanders of the two
armies held the 16th round of talks
in Ladakh.  The issue of airspace vio-
lations by China was raised even then.

��
�� ��������	

Health experts and
activists on Friday

here called for strength-
ening the tobacco control
law, saying that the con-
tinuation of designated
smoking areas (DSAs) and
ads of tobacco products at
Point of Sale (PoS) in the
country were like “a tacit
approval from the author-
ities stating that it is ok for
the tobacco users and
youth to consume the
deadly product which
every year claim over 13
lakhs lives.”

The stringent COTPA

(Cigarettes and Other
Tobacco Products Act)
Amendment Bill will not
only help save several lives
but also reduce burden
on the healthcare system,
said the experts including
Dr Shalini Singh, a cancer
specialist and Director,
ICMR-National Institute
of Cancer Prevention and
Research, Shweta Shalini,
activist and BJP
spokesperson from
Maharashtra and Dr
Archana Dhawan Bajaj, a
fertility expert.

At a webinar held by
the Tobacco-Free India, a
citizens group, Dr Shalini

Singh focused on the need
to spread awareness about
tobacco related cancers
and plethora of other dis-
eases while Shweta Shalini,
youth BJP leader elabo-
rated on the urgency and
the immediate need for
action to fight against the
lobby engaged in trashing
out the tobacco products
health, India can never
become world Guru,” she
said.

During the discussion,
Dr Singh also revealed
that the tobacco industry
is now trying to trap youth
through ‘synthetic nico-
tine’ which is as harmful

and addictive as the nico-
tine but does not come
under the legal purview.

Dr Archana Dhawan
Bajaj, a well-known gynae-
cologist focused on tobac-
co-induced infertility
among couples, which, she
said, is rising at a disturb-
ing rate in the country.
“Smoking and tobacco use
can have a serious impact
on the fertility of both
men and women, and con-
sequently the quality of life
in pregnancy as well as
negative health on the
unborn and borne child,
miscarriage, and death,”
she added.
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Developed countries are no match
to India in the speed at achiev-

ing their pledges for clean energy as
it has concern for the environment
and is working towards becoming
self-reliant in the energy sector,
Minister of Power and New and
Renewable Energy R K Singh said in
the Lok Sabha on Friday. 

He made the remarks after mov-
ing the Energy Conservation
(Amendment) Bill in the House for
consideration. The Bill seeks to
make it mandatory for buildings with
a minimum connected load of 100
kW to meet their energy require-
ments from renewable sources.
Singh said every country wants to
reduce emissions of greenhouse
gases to deal with climate change and

global warming, which has led to a
campaign towards adopting renew-
able or clean energy. At the 2015
United Nations Climate Change
Conference, COP 21, India had
pledged that by 2030, 40 per cent of
its energy generation capacity would
be met from non-fossil fuel sources
such as renewable energy, Singh
said, adding that this was achieved
in November 2021 itself. 
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The CBI has registered a case
against 33 accused includ-

ing then Medical Officer of BSF
and Jammu and Kashmir
Services Selection Board offi-
cials besides an owner of a
coaching centre and conduct-
ed searches at 30 locations in
connection with alleged irreg-
ularities in the recruitment of
Sub-Inspector in J&K police.

Searches were conducted
today at 30 locations, including
at Jammu, Srinagar and
Bengaluru  at the premises of
the accused persons and enti-
ties, the CBI said.

The accused persons and
entities are Dr  Karnail Singh,
Medical Officer, BSF Frontier
Headquarters, Paloura, Ashok
Kumar, ASI, Jammu and
Kashmir Police and Ashwani
Kumar, former CRPF official.

Avinash Gupta, owner of
‘EDUMAX Classes, Akhnoor,
Akshay Kumar, Manager of
‘EDUMAX Classes, Roshan
Bral, teacher, Narayan Dutt,
then member Jammu and
Kashmir Administrative

Service (JKKAS), , Bishan Dass,
then Under Secretary, JKSSB,
Anju Raina, then Section
Officer, JKSSB and MeritTrac
Services Private Limited,
Bengaluru have also been
named as accused in the case.

The case was registered
on the request of Jammu and
Kashmir government against
the 33 accused on the allega-
tions of irregularities in written
examination for the posts of
Sub-Inspectors in the Jammu
and Kashmir police on March
27, conducted by J&K Services
Selection Board (JKSSB), it
said. The results were declared
on June 4. There were allega-
tions regarding malpractices in
the examination. The J&K gov-
ernment had constituted an
Inquiry Committee to look
into the same.

“It was alleged that the
accused entered into conspir-
acy amongst officials of JKSSB,
Bengaluru-based private com-
pany, beneficiary candidates
and others, and caused gross
irregularities in conduct of
written examination for the
posts of SIs,” the agency said in
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Cabinet Secretary
Rajiv Gauba was on

Friday given an exten-
sion of one more year in
ser vice by the
Government.  This is
his second extension on the post.  

Gauba, a former Union Home
Secretary, was appointed to the coun-
try's top bureaucratic post for two years
in 2019. He was given a one-year exten-
sion in August last year. 

The Appointments Committee of
the Cabinet has approved extension in
service to Gauba, a 1982-batch IAS
officer of Jharkhand cadre, as Cabinet
Secretary for a further period of one-
year beyond August 30, 2022, said the
Friday's order.

Gauba played a key role in draft-
ing the Jammu and Kashmir
Reorganisation Act, 2019, under which
the erstwhile state of Jammu and
Kashmir was divided into two Union
territories following the abrogation of
the special status given to it under
Article 370 of the Constitution. 
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The Enforcement Directorate (ED) has
conducted searches against one of the

directors of Zanmai Lab Pvt Ltd which
owns the popular crypto-currency
exchange WazirX and issued an order to
freeze their bank balances to the tune of
Rs 64.67 crore on money laundering
charges.

The ED is conducting money laun-
dering investigation against a number of
Indian NBFCs and their fintech partners
for predatory lending practices in viola-
tion of the RBI guidelines by using tele-
callers who misuse personal data and use
abusive language to extort high interest
rates from the loan takers.

Various fintech companies backed by
Chinese funds could not get NBFC
license from RBI for carrying out lend-
ing business. So they devised the MoU
route with defunct NBFCs to piggyback
on their license. After the criminal
investigation against such entities, many
of these fintech APPs have shut shop and
diverted away the huge profits earned
using this modus operandi.

The fund trail investigation by the ED
found that large amount of funds were
diverted by the fintech companies to pur-
chase Crypto assets and then launder
them abroad, the agency said in a state-
ment. These companies and the virtual
assets are untraceable at the moment.
Summonses were issued to the Crypto-

exchanges. It is seen that the maximum
amount of funds were diverted to WazirX
exchange and the crypto-assets so pur-
chased have been diverted to unknown
foreign wallets.

The ED probe revealed that Zanmai
Labs Pvt Ltd., the company owning
WazirX Crypto Exchange, has created a
web of agreements with -- Crowdfire Inc.
USA, Binance (Cayman Islands),
ZettaiPte Ltd Singapore -- to obscure the
ownership of the crypto exchange.

Earlier, their Managing Director
Nischal Shetty had claimed that WazirX
is an Indian Exchange which controls all
the crypto-crypto and INR-crypto trans-
actions and only has an IP and prefer-
ential agreement with Binance.
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The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) on Friday conducted

searches at half-a-dozen loca-
tions in Tamil Nadu in connection
with its money laundering probe
connected to alleged irregularities
in the issuance of visas to 263
Chinese nationals in 2011, in

which Congress MP Karti
Chidambaram is also an
accused. 

Officials said the premis-
es of some companies and
their promoters are being
searched in Chennai and near-
by areas. The ED had initiat-
ed a probe in May and filed a
case under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) after taking cogni-

sance of a CBI FIR in the same
case. The case relates to alle-
gations of Rs 50 lakh being
paid as kickbacks to Karti
and his close associate S
Bhaskararaman by a top exec-
utive of Vedanta group com-
pany Talwandi Sabo Power
Ltd. (TSPL), which was setting
up a power plant in Punjab,
according to the CBI FIR.

The CBI had then

searched the premises of the
Chidamabram family and
arrested  Bhaskararaman even
as Karti Chidambaram was
questioned by it. Karti
Chidambaram, 50, a Congress
MP from the Sivaganga con-
stituency in Tamil Nadu, has
denied the allegations and
said in a statement that "if this
is not harassment, not a witch
hunt, then what is."
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Shiv Sena leader and a Rajya
Sabha member Sanjay Raut,

currently in the Enforcement
Directorate's (ED) custody in
an alleged money laundering
case, has thanked Opposition
parties for supporting  him.
His party colleague and MP in
Rajya Sabha Priyanka
Chaturvedi  on Friday released
a letter signed by Raut.

In the letter addressed to
Leader of Opposition in Rajya
Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge, the
Shiv Sena spokesman thanked
leaders of all Opposition parties
including the Congress, NCP,
TMC, DMK, AAP, CPI and CPI
(M) for expressing solidarity
with him.  The Shiv Sena's Rajya
Sabha member was arrested on

August 1 by the ED in a case
related to alleged irregularities in
the redevelopment of Patra
Chawl, a row tenement in sub-
urban Goregaon. On Thursday,
a court extended his ED custody
till August 8.  "The  toughest
times show you who your reli-
able allies are," the letter said. "I
am thankful for the over-
whelming  support given  to me
during the political witch-hunt
and motivated attack directed
against me by the central  gov-
ernment through central agen-
cies. 

My fight will continue for
what is right. Neither will I bow
down to pressure nor will it break
my resolve to see this fight
through," Raut wrote recalling
ferocious Balasaheb Thackeray.
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At least seven people died
and 15 others fell ill with

some of them even losing their
eyesight in a suspected hooch
tragedy in Saran district of dry
Bihar, officials said on Friday.

It is, however, not known
when the spurious liquor was
consumed as the family mem-
bers of victims are not ready to
share information.

Saran District Magistrate
Rajesh Meena said all the cases
were reported from villages
falling under Maker police sta-
tion area and more than 10
people among the seriously ill
have suffered loss of
vision.""Prima facie it appears
that the villagers had con-
sumed spurious liquor. 

Five people died here while
two deaths occurred at Patna
Medical College and Hospital
(PMCH) where those who
have fallen seriously ill were
referred on Thursday,” he said.

Saran Superintendent of Police
Santosh Kumar said “We are-
conducting raids in Maker,
Marhaura and Bheldi police
station areas to nab the sus-
pected bootleggers. We will be
able to state the number of
arrests after the operation is
over.” Asked when the deceased

and the ill had consumed the
liquor, the SP said that it will be
known after investigation.
"Family members are not forth-
coming with the information,"
he said. To another query,
Kumar said that two victims
died at PMCH on Thursday.
"We are not sure of the other

deaths as the bodies were cre-
mated without informing the
police or a post mortem". Local
residents said on condition of
anonymity that the drunken
revelry began on Tuesday night
and continued through the
early hours of Wednesday.
They said consumption of
intoxicants like cannabis has
been  a custom during Nag
Panchami festival, which fell on
August 2 this year, and some
took alcohol for intoxication.

State minister Ashok
Choudhary, a key aide of Nitish
Kumar, told reporters in Patna
that all the accused will be
apprehended and brought to
justice. "Action will also be
taken against those police per-
sonnel whose laxity, or even
complicity, may have led to the
incident". 

Asked about questions
being raised over feasibility of
prohibition law in the light of
hooch cases being reported
regularly, Choudhary shot back

"Dowry deaths have not
stopped, nor have rapes. But
that does not mean we scrap
laws against these crimes". 

More than 50 people have
died in hooch tragedies in the
state, declared a dry state over
six years ago, since November
2021. Saran itself had reported
five hooch deaths in January
this year. In July two persons
had died after consuming spu-
rious liquor in Patna.

Sale and consumption of
liquor were completely banned
in Bihar by the Nitish Kumar
government in April, 2016,
following an electoral promise
the chief minister had made to
the women of Bihar ahead of
state polls held in the previous
year.

However, implementation
of the stringent prohibition
law has often been criticised by
the opposition parties, the
courts and also ruling alliance
partners like former chief min-
ister Jitan Ram Manjhi.
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The decomposed body of a
32-year-old student of the

Film and Television Institute of
India (FTII) here was found
hanging in his hostel room on
Friday, police said. Police sus-
pect it to be a case of suicide,
but no suicide note has been
found so far.  

"The student, identified as
Ashwin Anurag Shukla, was
found hanging in his hostel
room this morning. The body
was in a decomposed state,"
Murlidhar Karpe, senior
inspector of Deccan
Gymkhana police station, said.
"Prima facie, it is a case of sui-
cide. But no suicide note has
been found so far and our
investigation is on," he added.
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Thanks to infighting in the
Kerala BJP and the craving

for positions in Central
Government, party workers as
well as hardcore Sangh Parivar
activists are leaving the organ-
isation in search of greener pas-
tures. On Wednesday, Subhas
Chand, the standing counsel of
the Central Government ended
his association with the Sangh
Parivar and joined the CPI(M)
to work for “socialism, secu-
larism and communal amity”
which he says has been jeop-
ardized by the RSS and the BJP.

Speaking to The Pioneer,
Subash Chand who was the
president of the Ernakulam

district unit of Viswa Hindu
Parishat till Wednesday said
that the CPI(M) was the only
political entity in the country
which could preserve socialism
and secularism in India. “I
had a meeting with the State
leaders of the CPI(M) and
they wholeheartedly welcomed
me,” he said.

It is expected that Subash
Chand’s entry to the CPI(M)
would strengthen the public
image of the party as the pre-
sent leadership in Ernakulam
district has not succeeded in
mobilising support. This was
discernible in the recent assem-
bly by-poll held at
Thrikkakkara where the party
candidate was trounced by

Uma Thomas of the Congress.
The BJP candidate lost the
security deposit. Many close
followers of Chand too would
join the Marxists and this is
certainly a setback for the
Sangh Parivar, according to K
Jayashankar, political critic.

“It is surprising to note
that it took Chand eight years
to understand that secularism
was facing a threat from the
BJP Government at the
Centre,” said Jayashankar. He
said the Sangh Parivar leader
got a much needed enlighten-
ment after eight years. “It is like
a homecoming for Subash
Chand. He was a leader of the
CPI(M) before he fell out with
the then leadership.
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Expressing its displeasure at
the poor implementation of

the rural housing scheme in
Chhattisgarh, the Centre has
warned the Congress-led State
Government that “it will have
to reconsider its support to its
other core schemes" if it fails to
duly implement the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana-Gramin
(PMAY-G).

The central rural housing
flagship has been implement-
ed from April 1, 2016, with an
objective of providing "Housing
for All" by March 2024. In a let-
ter to Chhattisgarh Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain, Rural

Development Secretary
Nagendra Nath Sinha has men-
tioned that state government
has not shown satisfactory
progress despite several letters
and meetings in this connec-
tion. "If the state is unable to
implement PMAY-G..., the
ministry shall be compelled to
reconsider its support to other
core Rural Development
(Ministry) schemes/pro-
grammes," Sinha said in letter.

He said despite several
rounds of communication
from "various levels of Union
Ministry to Chhattisgarh
Government, it has neither
shown satisfactory progress
nor released due state share of
�562 crore, as a result of which

the work of PMAY-G has come
to a standstill in the state, a sit-
uation, which you are well
aware of ".

Underlining that  scheme is
implemented on the ground
level by state governments,
Sinha said Chhattisgarh in
2020-21 withdrew the majori-
ty of the 6.48 lakh houses allo-
cated to it "due to difficulty in
releasing corresponding state
share."

In 2021-22, the Rural
Development Ministry was
compelled to withdraw allo-
cated target of nearly 7.82 lakh
houses, again due to the state's
inability in releasing its share,
amounting to �562 crore, Sinha
added.
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In another step towards easing
air travel in the most popu-

lous state, Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath, on
Friday, inaugurated AirAsia
India’s air services connecting
state Capital Lucknow with
Bengaluru, New Delhi and Goa.

AirAsia’s flights from
Lucknow to Kolkata and
Mumbai will commence in
September.Emphasising  impor-
tance of seamless air connec-
tivity in ensuring state’s devel-
opment and inclusive growth,
Yogi Adityanath reiterated his
resolve to present Uttar Pradesh
as the best state in terms of con-
nectivity, which would also
open up new employment
opportunities for youth in state. 

On occasion, congratulat-
ing people of Lucknow for get-
ting better air services, Union
Minister for Civil Aviation
Jyotiraditya Scindia lauded
efforts of Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath for improving air
connectivity in state. 

“To develop UP according
to its potential, as many as 63
new routes have been added
recently which will also be to
about 108 routes,” he said.

The chief minister said that
Uttar Pradesh had benefited
immensely from 'UDAN'
scheme launched by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. “The
rapid expansion in air connec-
tivity is a testament to Prime
Minister Modi’s commitment
where he said that even those
who wear slippers’ should be
able to travel in flights,” he said.
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Thousands of youth, includ-
ing sportsmen from differ-

ent parts of the Kashmir valley
on Friday converged at the
newly renovated Bakshi
Stadium to celebrate the third
anniversary of Abrogation of
Article 370 and 35-A.

The atmosphere inside sta-
dium was electrifying. Players
representing different games
participated in march past
amidst thunderous applause
from audience. Earlier, the
Bakshi stadium, refurbished at
a cost of over 50 crore, was
thrown open by Lieutenant

Governor Manoj Sinha. After its
formal inauguration world class
sports facility would be thrown
open to sportsmen to take
advantage of best training facil-
ities. Outside stadium, normal
life remained peaceful through-
out day even as elaborate secu-
rity arrangements were made to
prevent any untoward incident.
The main city centre of Lal
Chowk also witnessed hectic
activity despite 'hartal call'.

On the other hand, region-
al political parties in Kashmir
valley including Peoples
Democratic Party and  National
Conference  registered their
token protest. 
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Hundreds of Congress lead-
ers — including State

party president Nana Patole,
leaders Prithivirakj Chavan
Ashok Chavan, Balasaheb
Thorat Varsha Gaikwad and
Chandrakant Handore — were
detained by police on Friday,
ahead of their scheduled
demonstration in front of Raj
Bhavan in south Mumbai  in
protest against price hike, GST
on essential commodities,
unemployment and also man-
ner in which their leaders
Rahul Gandhi and Priyanka
Gandhi were treated in Delhi. 

While Patole, Ashok
Chavan, Thorat, Handore,
Varsha Gaikwad were picked
up from Vidhan Bhavan area,

Prithviraj Chavan, Manikrao
Thakre, Nitin Raut, Aslam
Sheikh, Mumbai Congress
President Bhai Jagtap and oth-
ers were detained at Malbar
Hills in neighbourhood of Raj
Bhavan. In a statement issued

later in the evening, the
Maharashtra Pradesh Congress
Committee (MPCC) claimed
that more than 10,000 party
activists were detained from
various parts of the metropo-
lis and surrounding areas.

Jammu: Chief of Army Staff
(COAS) General Manoj Pande
Friday visited forward areas
along the Line of Control and
formations in the hinterland in
the area of operation of White
Knight corps. During his visit,

he was briefed by the local
commanders on the existing
security situation. "General
Manoj Pande, COAS visited
Whiteknight_IA and was
briefed about the prevailing
security situation. He visited

the forward areas and compli-
mented the commanders &
troops for their professional
standards, operational pre-
paredness & ability to thwart
any threat" , spokesman of the
Indian army said in a written
statement.

Meanwhile, an army jawan
and a civilian were injured
during an encounter in the
South Kashmir district of
Kulgam. 

According to police, a cor-
don and search operation was
jointly launched by the securi-
ty forces in the Redwani area of
Kulgam district following
information about the presence
of terrorists in the area. PNS
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Former Bengal Minister and
Trinamool Congress secre-

tary general Partha Chatterjee
and his close aide Arpita
Mukherjee arrested by the
Enforcement Directorate in
connection with school level
recruitment scam and money
were on Friday remanded in 14
days' judicial custody by a spe-
cial PMLA court.

While Chatterjee was sent
to high security Presidency
Jail, Mukherjee was taken to
women's prision amid fears of
threat to Arpita's life expressed
by the ED. 

Subsequently the jail
authorities have been directed
to arrange special security for
Arpita, sources said adding
even food and water for the
accused would have to be pre-
tasted. Contesting Chatterjee's
bail plea the ED told the court
that whatever had been recov-

ered from the accused persons'
houses were just tip of the ice-
berg and hence they would be
required to be grilled again.

The court subsequently
allowed the ED to interrogate
the duo in jail. Chatterjee and
Mukherjee have been in ED
remand since July 23 when they
were arrested after Rs 22 crores,
jewellery and documents were
recovered from her appart-
ment. 

Chatterjee is also facing
charges of illegal appointments
— for cash — of teaching and
non-teaching staff in Bengal
schools Chatterjee a former
number two in Mamata
Banerjee Cabinet handling a
number of important min-
istries was subsequently
relieved of his ministerial duties
by the Chief Minister. 

Meanwhile, even as
Chatterjee denied any connec-
tion with the money and prop-
erty documents recovered from

Arpita's house the ED on
Friday told the court that
Arpita had told the investiga-
tors that the mountain of cash
recovered from her house
belonged to Chatterjee.

Rs 50 crore and jewellery
and property deeds worth tens
of crores were recovered from
Arpita's two apartments.

The ED also told the court
that during a face-to-face
grilling Chatterjee denied close
acquaintance with Arpita.
When the ED asked as to how
his name figured as a nominee
in as many as 31 LIC policies
of Arpita the former minister
kept quiet.
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Sir —As per the report, the Chinese
research and survey ship has left and is
expected to reach the China-run
Hambantota Port in southern Sri Lanka on
August 11, which is a very serious and dan-
gerous issue and India must closely mon-
itor the situation and must be on alert. The
report quoted Sri Lanka's Defence Ministry
media spokesman Colonel NalinHerath
have confirmed that it is the cause for con-
cern for India as the ship is capable of
monitoring military installations. Naval
ships from India, China Russia, Japan, and
Malaysia from time to time have request-
ed Sir Lanka but they have granted per-
mission to China. with this China is try-
ing to enter Sri Lanka like Pakistan,
Nepal, Taiwan, and Indian territories in
eastern India to corner it from all sides. It
is high time the Indian leadership serious-
ly concentrate on these issues for the safe-
ty of the country.

Bhagwan Thadani | Mumbai 

���������������������������������
Sir —   It is quite surprising to see that
everything appears quite well for our
finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman.
The common man is most worried about
the rise of prices and GST on food items,
the common man facing the brunt of infla-
tion but still, our finance minister is not
accepting that the prices of food items have
increased. 

It is ridiculous that she is comparing
current prices of tomatoes, onion, potatoes,
etc with the rates in 2013, but she has for-
gotten that the rates of other commodities
have raised ten times more than in 2013.
Boasting that Centre has collected more
than 1.49 crores in July on GST proves that
how common man has been forced to pay
this amount on GST. We are having an
ignorant finance minister. When the price
of onions rose, she said that she doesn't eat
onions. Unemployment, joblessness, and
frustration among our youth are increas-
ing, and food inflation is hurting the poor

with the rise of prices but our Finance min-
ister and Government is least bothered.
The Opposition parties are protesting and
saying that Government is helping
Ambanis and Adanis and the common
man is suffering. The opposition leaders
are getting suspended from both houses
still all is well for our finance minister and
the Government. 

Zeeshaan | Kazipet 
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Sir —  Progressive CJI Ramana and team
are a boon to India. His forward steps
include speedier justice to people, friend-
ly courts, modern solutions suitable to
modern needs, etc. Now CJI is right in say-
ing ‘setting of the expert body’ for regu-
lation of freebies.

Our first request to CJI is  that many
nations of Europe have free education for
the poor ... provide various scholarships
to poor and middle-class students. Also,
they provide many comforts and care to
citizens. In many European nations, rich
people voluntarily do not accept freebies

of education. Please study those models
too. 

Second, define what are freebies
because Indian vast majority of the poor
live a hand-to-mouth sustenance life. 

Third, let only the expert body make
a list of freebies to the poor and have the
freedom for updating the list (free educa-
tion, subsidized essential commodities,
etc.) list. Only that list should be adhered
to by all state governments and the
Centre. So no scope for promises during
election times. However, anyone, any
party can make suggestions to the 'experts
body'.

Fourth, please have many virtual
courts (online, video conferences type) for
giving speedier justice, preferably with
happy development and joyful success
solutions, (not blame game or mistakes
finding... in this modern scientifically
advanced era.

Sahasra N Vislesha | Secunderabad
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SOUNDBITE

values, and intrusion of mate-
rialistic aspirations-driven
visions, the standard (especial-
ly moral) of administration
has seen many a subversion
(paradigm shift from value-
based administration to vice-
imbued governance). The
result is that the cardinal prin-
ciples of administration like
honesty, integrity, sincerity,
etc have started taking the
backseats. It is astonishing
that even some young bureau-
crats are falling prey to the
lures of material comforts and
lucrative postings. 

The intricate social calcu-
lus and material morbidity
have also come to affect young
mandarin minds. The most
deplorable aspect is that some
young officers are starting
their careers with a touch of
corruption, whether in form of
malfeasance misfeasance, or
nonfeasance. Then who is
responsible for this unhealthy
and insalubrious trend?

A tryst with the prevail-
ing conditions would reveal
that the bureaucracy has to
squarely take the blame for los-
ing its sheen. Some of the
senior mandarins have forgot-
ten the golden command-
ments of ethics of civil services
and at the same time have
ceased to be the philosopher,
guides, and pathfinders for

young entrants. The Achilles
heel is exposed. Multiple fac-
tors like lack of appropriate
and relevant training so as to
adapt to changing circum-
stances, lack of proper posting
policy, absence of the concept
of reward and punishment, the
role of political dynamics and
power, and materialistic aspi-
rations are responsible for its
denigration.

Attitudinal /emotional
ramifications and skewed cog-
nitive perception held by some
of the senior bureaucrats have
resulted in its distorted image
projection on the silhouette of
societal expectation. The par-
adigm shift (negative) usher-
ing in the attitudinal crisis and
perceptional blunder associat-
ed with aspiration for materi-
al comfort of bureaucracy
have already witnessed the
rust and wilt in the steel frame. 

Though easier to tell than
to give effect to it, it is time for
the bureaucracy to mend itself
to return to the golden era and
rewrite the saga of its own
glory. A little change in mind-
set can usher in a plethora of
positivity for the civil ser-
vices. Other factors would fall
in line as nothing deters or
hinders a positive mind to ini-
tiate a change. The bureaucra-
cy should never forget to
understand that they all are

functioning in a democracy,
where people are the masters
however illiterate or simple
they might be. Public ser-
vants are servitors to serve the
cause of people (taking salary
money) and never their mas-
ters. The sooner mandarins
become pro-people, proac-
tive, and pro-poor the better. 

The civil servants are
appointed to implement laws
not hinder them. Yes, when
there are illegalities they can
raise voices. Sans ego, sans lure
for plum postings (and post-
retirement benefits) they
should work with dedication
to salvage the lost glory. 

All the sermons or solu-
tions can't be delineated in a
short space but as an insider,
I want to profess that it is time
for the bureaucracy to mold
itself for the new role to gain
the confidence of the system
and of the people. The saying
'bend it like Beckham' from the
soccer world may be applied to
administration as it may have
relevance. It can be said, to
bend it to change and change
it to perfection. Bureaucracy
today should lead again with
service to people (sans ego)
keeping spatial and temporal
aspects in mind. 

(The author is a superan-
nuated senior IAS officer. The
views expressed are personal.)
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The dilemma perpetual
has of late affected the
mandarins critically, pos-
ing the conundrum

worst confounded. Being target-
ed from most corners as ineffi-
cient, corrupt, and negative-
minded; Indian bureaucracy has
exhibited signs of wilting under
the pressure of diatribes and vit-
riolic sophistry. More so it has
prompted both insiders and out-
siders to question what ails the
bureaucracy.

The incisive comments may
not be fair for all the officers, as
still, some officers maintain the
cardinal virtues of administration
like sincerity, honesty integrity,
and alacrity but it can't wipe off
the smeared image that has
engulfed the mandarins labeling
that they are seldom pro-people,
pro-poor and proactive and as
such are a bunch self-centered
officers more interested in in-ser-
vice (plum postings and sundry
benefits ) and post- retirement
benefits rather than growth of the
nation or people.

A little in-depth study would
discern that the imbroglio as to
responsiveness to people's cause-
vis a vis personal materialistic
aspirations has left the civil ser-
vice at the crossroads. Needless to
say that a significant number of
bureaucrats are still industrious
and sincere but it is revealed that
the steel frame has begun wilting
under the pressure of unscrupu-
lous aspirations. If merit is rele-
gated to the background and
excellence is rendered unexpect-
ed or unwanted by the own
senior tribesmen i.e the senior
officers, then the young lots lose
the direction and succumb to
bureaucracy's first ever malady
which is corruption. As an insid-
er, I have felt that the concept of
camaraderie has vanished. No
support is forthcoming for the
honest officers when needed as
unethical ones marvel at others'
sufferings! 

Not surprised when John
Kerry states that Indian bureau-
cracy lacks internal cohesion.
The formation of small power
groups at the highest level has left
the young ones in quandary.

With fast changing societal
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Israel is all set to go for the unprece-
dented fifth election in three years as
the ruling coalition is no more ready
to run the joint government. The

Arab League, which was a part of the cur-
rent government, withdrew its support cit-
ing Israeli aggressive settlements over the
Palestinians land. This is not the only rea-
son but one important among others.

Naftali Bennett had ousted Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu last year,
ending his 12 years in power. The right-
wing leader and former Netanyahu ally’s
eight-party coalition consisted of his
own nationalist party, as well as right-
wing, centrist and leftist parties and of
course an Arab-Israeli party for the first
time.

The Bennett government before tak-
ing over Israel had been showcasing
itself as a government for change but its
stand on many fronts remained the same
as that of Netanyahu; be it the issue of
expansion of West Bank settlements or the
opposition to Palestinian State, the new
government walked the Banjamin's way.
There were hopes that the new govern-
ments in the USA and Israel will serious-
ly think over the crisis in West Asia but
nothing changed.

In a report released last week, the UN
Commission set up for the Israel-Palestine
conflict reiterated that Israel wants ‘com-
plete control’ of the land owned by
Palestinians. Israel has been occupying
Palestine in bits and pieces after its initial
occupation in 1967. The Commission also
highlighted that Israel has been “acting to
alter the demography through the main-
tenance of a repressive environment for
Palestinians and a favourable environment
for Israeli settlers”.

This is certainly not the first report by
an intentional human rights entity or
watchdog underlining the Israeli zeal to
occupy areas inhabited by Palestinians.
Any individual with an elementary school
learning of geopolitics understands that
it is not Israel that itself is the central
power working behind the redundant mis-
sion to occupy Palestine, rather the
source of power lies in the West, especial-
ly in the USA. The world knows that the
policies of Washington DC are largely
made on the streets of Tel Aviv - this is
how mighty the Jewish lobby in the USA
is! From corporate to politics and from
academia to cinema, the Jewish lobby
dominates almost every field in the USA.

If truth be told, the USA was one of
the very first countries to publicly express
its sympathy and tacit support for the
Jewish state when it began to be created
in 1948. By being the first country to offi-
cially recognise Israel, it played cunning-
ly to further its interests in the MENA
region. Additionally, it has also provided
a few hundred billion dollars as aid to the
rogue nation and has provided the very
base of its economy by roughly account-
ing for almost one-fourth of imports and
half of its exports.
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(The author is a senior
JD(U) leader and former

Rajya Sabha MP)

Another reason behind the
failure of back-to-back optics is
the acts of the international com-
munity, masquerading as efforts
to secure the human rights of
Palestinians, while most of the
European Union nations have
strong ties with Israel, mentored
by the USA. After all, who can
forget that these were the first few
nations to recognise the Jewish
State within a few months after its
creation?

The nation which suffers from
‘Big Brother’ syndrome and is
super quick to impose unilateral
sanctions on nations itself grossly
violates the United Nations
Charter and customary interna-
tional law principle of the inadmis-
sibility of the acquisition of terri-
tory by force by supporting Israel
and poking nose into affairs of
Palestine by use of force.

The Israeli aggression has
become graver with the increasing
rift between the OIC countries,
especially the Gulf nations. The
tussle between the Saudi-led block
and the Qatar-led group has
pushed the Saudi and the UAE
closer toward Israel, and the UAE
along with a few other nations of
the same block even went to the
extent of establishing diplomatic
ties with the Jewish nations just a
few months ago.

The desperation to prevent
Iran’s nuclear program and bul-
wark its dominance in the region
has also compelled Saudi Arabia to
play hands in gloves with its one-
time foe, Israel. Besides, the entire
world is aware of the rift between
Turkey and Saudi Arabia, prevent-
ing the Muslim world to collective-
ly call out Israeli aggression.

Given its geographic posi-
tion, military might, and intelli-
gence capabilities, Israel has
become an irresistible ally for the
Saudi-led alliance now. To secure
their interests through a common
minimum agenda, the nations led
by Saudi Arabia have now turned
their eyes away from the
Palestinian massacre and have
buried their heads in the sand like
an ostrich to unsee the truth.

Nevertheless, the Israeli
aggression of 2021 after which the
said UN Commission was consti-
tuted has reflected the delay and
collective failure of the global
community to solve the conflict.
Out of many possible ways, the
first prerogative for striking a
solution to the Israel-Palestine
conflict is an outlook entirely
based on human rights and not on
interests. Through my personal
observations and decades-long
political career, I could confident-
ly say that interest-based solutions
are never sustainable, but human-
centric ones certainly are.

Further, the global communi-
ty should urgently restrict the US
from becoming a stakeholder or a
party to the conflict, as it has
always ignited it and added fuel to
the fire without contributing even
two cents. The USA should
remember the quote by one of its
brightest minds Wayne Dyer, who
said, “conflicts cannot survive
without your participation”.

Most importantly, the world
will have to recognise and realise
the fact that what has been done
cannot be undone in a nuclear-
weaponized world. The world
should try to establish an envi-
ronment of tranquility by strik-

ing a seemingly perfect equilib-
rium between the Jewish and the
Palestinian people and ensure
that Israel keeps guns down,
practices a ceasefire, and pledges
not to further invade the remain-
ing territory. Peace negotiations
can then take place between the
two nations, by involving deserv-
ing nations as parties to those
negotiations.

However, the most immediate
requirement is to compel Israel to
follow the ‘Fourth Geneva
Convention’ by securing the
human rights of the Palestinians,
especially those trapped in the
Gaza strip. Along with the
Conventions, it should also abide
by the 2004 ruling of the
International Court of Justice that
asked it to protect the rights of the
citizens of Palestine under its
occupation as per humanitarian
and human rights law.

Conclusively, the global North
should come out of hypocrisy and
stop defending Israel and refrain
from giving it shelter and refuge to
keep abusing the human rights of
Palestinians under the Sun and
ensure deniability at the same
time. The North needs to own
accountability as well as make the
Jewish nation a state accountable
for its actions.

It is high time for the world to
ask itself: has it done enough for
the human rights of Palestinians?
Has it handled the situation effi-
ciently and with integrity? It is
indeed a time to introspect and
ponder over what Ronald Reagan
had once said: “Peace is not the
absence of conflict; it is the abili-
ty to handle conflict by peaceful
means”.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on 25 July, while
addressing a naval seminar

Swavlamban, said that the
national defence is no longer
limited to borders, but has a
broader ambit, and the armed
forces and other stakeholders
must work together to bolster
the country’s military capabili-
ties. Attempts from within the
country or abroad to harm
India’s interests must be thwart-
ed effectively, cautioned Modi,
asking the armed forces to be
alert against new challenges,
including disinformation cam-
paigns.

He batted for combatting a
myriad of security challenges,
saying they are no longer limit-
ed to land, sea and sky, and
asserted that the armed forces
must work together to bolster
the country’s military capabili-

ties. The seminar was organised
by the Naval Innovation and
Indigenisation Organisation
(NIIO) and the Society of Indian
Defence Manufacturers (SIDM).

The NSA Ajit Doval, Air
Chief Marshal VR Chaudhari,
Navy Chief Admiral R Hari
Kumar and Defence Secretary
Ajay Kumar attended the sem-
inar among others. The concern
of the prime minister is very
genuine but unfortunately he is
not getting the support from the
opposition parties even on
national security and defence
matters. A disintegrated oppo-
sition with poor leadership is a
disaster for the nation.

The Opposition’s right and
duty, if it believes the public
interest is at stake, is to oppose
the government’s policies and
actions by every legitimate par-
liamentary means. In doing so,

the Opposition tries to convince
the electorate that they should
change places with the govern-
ment, which is impossible unless
it changes its attitude on issues
of national interest.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of self-reliance in the
defence sector, the prime min-
ister said dependence on
imports for small requirements
of the armed forces could pose
serious strategic challenges.
Cautioning the armed forces
against new threats, Modi said
contours of national security
have become widespread and
the challenges are moving
towards space, cyberspace, social
space and the economic sphere.

We also have to intensify
our war against forces chal-
lenging India’s self-confidence,
self-reliance, said Modi, adding
as India is establishing itself on

the global stage, there are con-
stant attacks through misinfor-
mation, disinformation and false
publicity. Keeping faith, the
forces harming India’s interests,
whether in the country or
abroad, have to be thwarted in
their every effort, he added.

Defence is a principal com-
ponent of national power.
Defence policy is an integral part
of national security policies.
The role of the armed forces is
to preserve the core values of
survival and political indepen-
dence against any external or
internal threats by deterrence or
by waging a war. In his address,
the prime minister said his gov-
ernment has developed a new
defence ecosystem in the coun-
try to boost domestic manufac-
turing. In the last 4-5 years,
Modi said, the defence imports
have come down by about 21

per cent and the country is mov-
ing fast from being the biggest
defence importer to becoming a
big exporter.

The prime minister said Rs
13,000 crore worth of defence
export was achieved last year
and more than 70 per cent of it
was from the private sector.

Talking about long delays in
defence acquisition, Modi said
most of the procurement pro-
grammes kept facing questions
and abusing politicians became
very easy. Recalling the glorious
maritime tradition of the coun-
try, Modi said that the defence
sector of India used to be very
strong even before indepen-
dence. At the time of indepen-
dence, there were 18 ordnance
factories in the country, where
many types of military equip-
ment, including artillery guns,
were made. He said India was an

important supplier of defence
equipment in World War II.

Referring to the importance
of oceans and coasts in India’s
economy, Prime Minister Modi
said that the role of the Indian
Navy is continuously increasing
and therefore self-reliance of the
force is of critical importance.

Today, a large part of the
budget earmarked for the pur-
chase of defence equipment is
being spent on procurement
from Indian companies, said
Modi, while complementing the
defence forces for preparing a list
of 300 items that will not be
imported.

Modi’s mission is to make
the country Atmanirbhar so
that the defence budget is further
reduced and the benefits go to
domestic industry. In the era of
economic globalization with
more interdependence among

the countries and the facilities of
digital marketing and commu-
nication available, it is difficult
to think that any country can
survive in isolation.

A country is said to be
Atmanirbhar (self-reliant), if it
produces sufficient amounts of
goods and services for its domes-
tic needs along with surplus for
export to earn foreign exchange.
An Atmanirbhar country need
not necessarily manufacture each
and every product required by it.
Rather, it will prefer manufactur-
ing and processing more such
products which it can do with
expertise at low cost and the
demand of which is globally
more. At the same time, it can-
not indefinitely depend on such
countries that are dumping their
low quality goods and are
destroying the industrial growth
of the importing country.
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(The author is a retired
professor of international

trade)
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China on Friday announ-
ced sanctions on US
House Speaker Nancy

Pelosi and her immediate fam-
ily in retaliation to her high-
profile visit to Taiwan this
week and cancelled talks with
Washington on defence, cli-
mate change and a range of
other issues.

Meanwhile, White House
summoned Chinese envoy over
Taiwan provocations.

Pelosi, 82, the highest-
ranking US official to visit
Taiwan in 25 years, visited the
island on Tuesday, which
Beijing claims as part of it and
vows to integrate with the
Chinese mainland.

The Chinese Foreign
Ministry, which stridently crit-
icised her visit and lodged
stern protests against the US by
summoning its Ambassador
to China Chris Burns and
announced four-day high-
intensity military drills in
Taiwan Strait, issued a state-
ment on Friday imposing sanc-
tions against Pelosi and her
family. “In disregard of China's
grave concerns and firm oppo-
sition, Speaker of the US House
of Representatives Nancy Pelosi
insisted on visiting China's
Taiwan region,” the statement
said. “This constitutes gross
interference in China's internal
affairs. It gravely undermines
China's sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity, seriously tram-
ples on the one-China princi-
ple and severely threatens peace
and stability across the Taiwan

Strait,” it said. 
“In response to Pelosi's

egregious provocation, China
decides to adopt sanctions on
Pelosi and her immediate fam-
ily members in accordance
with relevant laws of the
People's Republic of China,” it
said. The sanctions against
Pelosi were regarded as sym-
bolic and it bans her and her
family members from travelling
to China. Earlier, China had
imposed sanctions against 28
former Trump administration
officials, including the then
US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo.

In another statement, the
Chinese Foreign Ministry
announced countermeasures
against the US, which includ-
ed cancellation of the China-
US Theatre Commanders Talk,
China-US Defence Policy
Coordination Talks (DPCT),
and the China-US Military
Maritime Consultative
Agreement (MMCA) meet-
ings.

The ministry also
announced the suspension of
the China-US cooperation on
the repatriation of illegal immi-

grants, the China-US cooper-
ation on legal assistance in
criminal matters, China-US
cooperation against transna-
tional crimes, China-US
counter-narcotics cooperation,
and China-US talks on climate
change.

The cancellation of the
defence dialogue between the
two countries was regarded
significant here as the major
powers currently involved in
intense strategic rivalry held
periodic consultations, which
observers say helped in avoid-
ing accidental conflicts in
hotspot areas like the disputed
South China Sea, where the US
has stepped up naval and aer-
ial expeditions to assert free-
dom of navigation.

China's claims to most of
the South China Sea are close-
ly contested by the Philippines,
Vietnam, Brunei, Malaysia and
Taiwan.

China's sanctions against
Pelosi and the other counter-
measures came amid rare vocal
criticism by the Chinese, espe-
cially in the local media, on
Beijing's failure to stop Pelosi's
visit to Taiwan.

Pelosi's visit was regarded
as a setback for the image of
Chinese President Xi Jinping,
who is widely expected to get
an unprecedented third-five-
year term, unlike his prede-
cessors.

He is expected to be
endorsed in the once-in-a-
five-year Congress of the rul-
ing Communist Party of China
in the next few months.

Besides the diplomatic
offensive against Pelosi, China
has announced four-day mili-
tary drills since Thursday in
which the Chinese military
fired ballistic missiles and flew
fighter aircraft into the Taiwan
Strait in a major show of
strength. Beijing also pressed its
aircraft carrier group which
included a nuclear submarine
into the drills.
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Former Chancellor Rishi Sunak con-
vincingly won over an audience of

Conservative Party members in a head-to-
head television debate with rival Foreign
Secretary Liz Truss in the leadership con-
test to elect a new Tory party leader and
British Prime Minister.

The ‘Battle for Number 10' on ‘Sky
News' on Thursday night brought the final-
ists face to face with Conservative mem-
bers who are entitled to vote in the elec-
tion but are mostly undecided on their
choice. After the two contenders put for-
ward their arguments for why they should
replace Boris Johnson at 10 Downing
Street, the audience members were asked
who they thought had won the argument
and they picked Sunak in a show of hands.

It will come as a boost for the British
Indian ex-minister who has been trailing
Truss in most recent opinion polls, with
the last survey putting her around 32 per-
centage points ahead of Sunak among Tory
members. He was asked by an audience
member and potential voter if he planned
to step aside in the race at any point, given
the polling figures.

"The quick answer is no, and that's

because I'm fighting for something I real-
ly believe in and I'm taking my ideas
around the country,” Sunak replied.

"I'm going to fight incredibly hard until
the last day of this campaign for each and
every one of your votes. The stakes are real-
ly high," he declared. He was also asked
why so many senior Tory ministers and fig-
ures were endorsing Liz Truss. “Every stage
of the parliamentary process, I had the
broadest and biggest support," Sunak
pointed out. “We're all one team, we're all
one family, we're going to come together

after this and we're going to take it to
[Opposition Labour Leader] Keir Starmer
and win the next election, because that's
the real prize. Plenty of people sat around
the Cabinet table also support me. I've been
really humbled actually," he said.

The former finance minister stuck to
his central plank and focussed his message
on the need to get a grip on soaring infla-
tion before cutting taxes. "But it all starts
with not making the situation worse.
Because if we just put fuel on the fire of
this inflation spiral, all of us, all of you, are
just going to end up with higher mortgage
rates, savings and pensions that are eaten
away, and misery for millions,” he said.

It came just hours after the Bank of
England warned of a looming recession as
it hiked interest rates. Truss insisted a
recession is "not inevitable" and promised
"bold" action compared with her rival's
caution. However, Sunak dismissed accu-
sations that it is the tax burden which is
causing the recession, saying: "That's sim-
ply wrong. What's causing the recession is
inflation." Both candidates received a
heavy grilling on their various policy
planks, including Brexit, immigration
and support for the state-funded National
Health Service (NHS).
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US Secretar y of  State
Antony Blinken said

Friday that China's military
exercises aimed at Taiwan,
including missiles fired into
Japan's exclusive economic
zone, represent a “significant
escalation” and that he has
urged Beijing to back down.
China launched the drills fol-
lowing a visit by US House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi to
Taiwan that  infuriated
Beijing, which claims the self-
governed island as its own ter-
ritory.

Blinken told reporters on
the sidelines of a meeting
with the Associat ion of
Southeast Asian Nations in
Cambodia, however, that
Pelosi's visit was peaceful and
did not represent a change in
American policy toward
Taiwan, accusing China of
using it as a "pretext to
increase provocative military
activity in and around the
Taiwan Strait." 

He said the situation had
led to a “vigorous communi-
cation” during East Asia
Summit meetings in Phnom
Penh in which both he and
Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi took part along with
the ASEAN nations, Russia
and others.

“I reiterated the points
that we made publicly as well
as directly to Chinese coun-
terparts in recent days, again,
about the fact that they
should not use the visit as a
pretext for war, escalation, for

provocative actions, that there
is no possible justification
for what they've done and
urge them to cease these
actions,” he said.  
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China says it summoned
European diplomats in the

country to protest statements
issued by the Group of Seven
nations and the European
Union criticising threatening
Chinese military exercises sur-
rounding Taiwan.

The Foreign Ministry on
Friday said Vice Minister Deng
Li made “solemn representa-
tions” over what he called
“wanton interference in China's
internal affairs”.
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US House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi said Friday that

China will not isolate Taiwan
by preventing US officials
from travelling there. She
made the remarks in Tokyo on
the final leg of an Asia tour
highlighted by a visit to
Taiwan that infuriated China.

The Chinese have tried to
isolate Taiwan, Pelosi said,
including most recently by
preventing the self-govern-
ing island from joining the
World Health Organization.
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UN experts say North Korea
is paving the way for addi-

tional nuclear tests with new
preparations at its northeastern
test site and continues to devel-
op its capability to produce a key
ingredient for nuclear weapons.

The experts also said in key
excerpts from their latest report
obtained late Thursday by The
Associated Press that North
Korea conducted two major
hacks this year, resulting in the
theft of cryptocurrency assets
worth “hundreds of millions of
dollars.”

They said Pyongyang also
continues illicitly importing oil
and exporting coal in violation
of UN sanctions, using the same
companies, networks and vessels.

South Korean and US intel-
ligence officials have said they
detected North Korean efforts to
prepare its northeastern
Punggye-ri testing ground for
another nuclear test. It would be

the North's seventh since 2006
and the first since September
2017, when it claimed to have
detonated a thermonuclear
bomb to fit on its interconti-
nental ballistic missiles.

The panel of experts' report
to the UN Security Council
provides some details of the
work being carried out at the site
by the Democratic People's

Republic of Korea, the country's
official name.

The experts said they
observed that the DPRK started
re-excavation work in March at
the entrance to Tunnel 3 at
Punggye-ri “and reconstructed
support buildings originally dis-
mantled in May 2018”.

“Satellite imagery showed
increased numbers of vehicle

tracks around this secondary
entrance from mid-February
2022, followed by construction
of a new building adjacent to the
entrance at the beginning of
March,” the panel said. “A pile of
lumber, for possible use in the
construction of the tunnel struc-
ture, was also detected around
the same time."

It added that, “Piles of soil
from the tunnel excavation
around the entrance were
observed during this period.”

“Work at the Punggye-ri
nuclear test site paves the way for
additional nuclear tests for the
development of nuclear
weapons,” the experts said,
adding that this is an objective
stated at the Eighth Congress of
the country's ruling Workers'
Party of Korea in January 2021.

In another aspect of the
DPRK's nuclear program, ana-
lysts said satellite images last
September showed that North
Korea was expanding a uranium
enrichment plant at its main

Yongbyon nuclear complex, a
sign that it wanted to boost pro-
duction of the key bomb mate-
rial.

The UN experts said in the
new report: “DPRK continued to
develop its capability for the pro-
duction of nuclear fissile mate-
rials at the Yongbyon site.”

Nuclear negotiations
between the United States and
North Korea have stalled since
2019 over disagreements over the
DPRK demand to lift crippling
US-led sanctions and
Washington's demand for sig-
nificant steps by Pyongyang
toward nuclear disarmament.

North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un has expanded his bal-
listic missile programme amid
the diplomatic pause, and ana-
lysts say another nuclear test
would escalate his brinkmanship
aimed at cementing the North's
status as a nuclear power, and
negotiating economic and secu-
rity concessions from a position
of strength.
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Former Vice President Dick
Cheney excoriated Donald

Trump in a new campaign
video for his daughter Rep. Liz
Cheney, calling the former
president a “coward” and say-
ing there has never been any-
one who is a “greater threat to
our republic."

The video was released on
Thursday by Rep. Cheney's re-

election campaign, two weeks
before a Republican primary
election in Wyoming that the
three-term congresswoman is
bracing to lose.
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French Prime Minister Elisa-
beth Borne warned that

France is facing the “most
severe drought” ever recorded
in the country and announced
the activation of a government
crisis unit.

Borne said in a written
statement on Friday that many
areas in France are going
through a “historic situation” as
the country endures its third
heatwave this summer.

“The exceptional drought
we are currently experiencing
is depriving many municipal-
ities of water and is a tragedy
for our farmers, our ecosystems
and biodiversity,” the state-
ment said.

Weather forecasts suggest
that the heat, which increases
evaporation and water needs,
could continue for the next 15
days, possibly making the sit-
uation even more worrying, the

statement stressed.
The government's crisis

unit will be in charge of mon-
itoring the situation in the
hardest-hit areas and coordi-
nate measures like bringing
drinking water to some places.

It will also monitor the
impact of the drought on
France's energy production,
transport infrastructure and
agriculture.

The drought may force
French energy giant EDF to cut
power production at nuclear
plants which use river water to
cool reactors.

France now has 62 regions
with restrictions on water usage
due to the lack of rain.

The minister for ecological
transition, Christophe Béchu,
said during a visit to south-
eastern France that more than
100 municipalities are not able
to provide drinking water to
the tap anymore and need to
get supplied by truck.

*�
�	��������
(��.�(
�
�����
�����������.�(

�������
)���1�

���� 2,=��,�

Hundreds of thousands of
Iraqis heeded the call of an

influential Shiite cleric to gath-
er in a show of strength for a
mass prayer in the heart of
Baghdad's government zone
on Friday. 

The gathering took place
amid an escalating political
crisis that has put the country's
capital on edge.

The powerful cleric,
Muqtada al-Sadr, had called on
his followers from across Iraq
to come to pray inside
Baghdad's Green Zone — a
heavily fortified area in the
heart of the city that houses
government buildings and for-
eign embassies. 

They arrived and stood
outside in the scorching sum-
mer heat, with temperatures
reaching 48 degrees Celsius.

Meanwhile, in the holy
southern city of Najaf, the
head of Iraq's U.N. Mission,
Jeannine Hennis-Plasschaert,
met with al-Sadr Friday. 

She told reporters after-
ward that they discussed the
importance of finding a solu-
tion to the political crisis.

Friday's mass prayer was
the latest display of strength by
the cleric, whose political
power derives from his strong
grassroots support base. 

The crowds stretched for
miles, spilling into the streets
outside the square.

Several people fainted after
waiting for hours for the prayer
to start and were taken to hos-
pital in ambulances.

Al-Sadr has used his large
grassroots following as a pres-
sure tactic against his rivals
after his party was unable to
form a government despite
having won the largest number
of seats in federal elections last
October. 

He abandoned efforts to
form the next government in
June.

His followers gathered fac-
ing the Victory Arch, a monu-
ment erected during Saddam
Hussein's regime to commem-
orate the Iran-Iraq war and for
holding military parades.

Farid Jaafar, 16, arrived
from southern Babylon

province to show his support
for al-Sadr. His transport was
paid by al-Sadr's party. 

“I love Muqtada,” he said.
Holding the prayer within

the highly restrictive zone
closed off to most Iraqis points
to the cleric's power and influ-
ence.

Last Saturday, thousands of
his followers stormed parlia-
ment in a bid to derail attempts
by al-Sadr's Shiite rivals to
form a government. 

Around 125 people were
injured in the violence, most of
them protesters and 25 mem-
bers of the security forces.

Al-Sadr's followers camped
out inside the parliament until
he ordered them, after four
days, to withdraw from the
assembly building but maintain
a sit-in outside. He's calling for
the dissolution of parliament
and early elections.
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Aunique antique object,
termed "Buddha pendant",

has been found very close to the
archaeological site of Mohenjo-
daro in Pakistan's Sindh
province after the area was
lashed by heavy rains, accord-
ing to a media report on Friday.

Believed to be of archaeo-
logical importance, the object
was found in the Dikshit South
area of Mohenjo-daro after a
downpour on August 3, the
Dawn newspaper reported.

Irshad Ahmed Solangi, a
private tour guide and a resi-
dent of Dhand village located
very close to the archaeological

site, said on Thursday that he
had found the object in a ditch
that was developed during the
recent rainfall on Wednesday.

After he discovered the
object, he immediately report-
ed it to site officer and conser-
vator Naveed Sangah, the report
said.

Ali Haider Gadhi, a senior
conservationist at the archae-
ology department, reaffirmed
that heavy rainfall led to the
surfacing of the antique object.

After examining the object,
Mohan Lal, a former chief
engineer of the department of
archaeology and museums and
currently working as project
director of the Endowment

Fund Trust (EFT) identified it
as "Buddha pendant" and sug-
gested it to be a "unique antiq-
uity."

“This rare discovery
demands further studies to
find out the missing history
links,” the report quoted him as
saying.

An unnamed senior official
at the culture department while
describing the object said that
it appeared like a pendant often
worn around the neck by peo-
ple.

He said further examina-
tion of the discovery will reveal
more insights into the make
and age of the object, and will
help in knowing its historic and
prehistoric value.

We have approached an
expert working in the culture
department to know about the
object's make and age,” he said.

Mohenjo-daro is an archae-
ological heritage site discovered
by Indian archaeologist R D
Banerji in 1922. It is located on
the east of the Indus River in the
semi-arid region of Sindh
province. Extending over 618
acres, it is the largest and best-
preserved urban centre of the
Indus Civilisation (2600-1900
BC). 
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Abomb hidden in a cart went
off on Friday near a mosque

in a minority Shiite neighbour-
hood of the Afghan capital,
killing two civilians and wound-
ing another three, a Taliban
official said. According to Khalid
Zadran, the Taliban-appointed
spokesman for the Kabul police
chief, the attack happened in
western Kabul, in the Sar-e
Karez area. There were fears the
casualty numbers could rise
after further reports come in. 

There was no immediate
claim of responsibility, but blame
is likely to fall on the Islamic State
group, which has targeted
Afghanistan's minority Shiites in
large-scale attacks in the past. 

The regional affiliate of IS,
known as the Islamic State in
Khorasan Province, has
increased attacks on mosques
and minorities across the coun-
try since Taliban seized power.
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Defiant anti-government demonstrations
near the Sri Lankan presidential office can

go on for another week following an assurance
by the Attorney General in a top court here on
Friday that no action to remove the protesters
from the Galle Face protest site will be taken
until August 10. The development comes a day
after protesters vowed to defy an order from the
police to vacate the area by Friday evening.

The protesters said the police had not
obtained a court order to remove them from the
Galle Face area, which was the epicenter of anti-
government protests here against the previous
Rajapaksa regime. Three writ applications were
filed at the Court of Appeal on Thursday on
behalf of the protesters after the police ordered
the protesters to leave the protest site.

The Attorney General told the court on
Friday that the structures will not be removed
without following the proper legal procedure.

The Sri Lankan police on Wednesday set an
August 5 deadline for the protesters to remove
all illegal tents and camps at Galle Face near the
presidential office. The police claim the struc-
tures were illegal and need removing according
to the law as the site is the property of the Urban
Development Authority. Some of the structures
were removed by the protesters on Wednesday
and Friday following the police order to quit.

The protesters have been occupying the area,
including the gate of the presidential secretari-
at, since April 9. They also claimed that the area
was designated as an agitation site by the pre-
vious government headed by former President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa and there is no need for
them to quit the protest site. Protesters in March
began demonstrating against the Rajapaksa fam-
ily and demanded the resignation of the entire
Rajapaksa family, leading to the resignation of
then-Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa on

May 9, and his brother, President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa, who fled the country on July 13 and
resigned the following day from Singapore.

After the resignation of Rajapaksa and the
appointment of his successor Ranil
Wickremesinghe, the protesters were forcibly
evicted from the presidential secretariat and the
gate on Jul 22, drawing widespread international
condemnation.

According to the Human Rights Watch
group's statement, Sri Lankan security forces on
July 22, Friday, forcibly dispersed people at a
peaceful protest site near President's Secretariat,
assaulted them leaving more than 50 persons
injured. Sri Lanka has been witnessing one of
the worst economic crises since Independence
in 1948. They have defaulted on international
loans as well. The United Nations has warned
that 5.7 million people "require immediate
humanitarian assistance," with Sri Lankans
experiencing extreme shortages of essentials
including food, fuel and medicines.

The new Sri Lankan government faces the
task of leading the country out of its econom-
ic collapse and restoring order. Sri Lanka has
seen months of mass unrest over the worst eco-
nomic crisis, with the government declaring
bankruptcy in mid-April by refusing to honour
its international debt.
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The crucial talks on the
possibility of forming an
all-party government to

tackle Sri Lanka's economic
meltdown will take place on
Friday evening, officials and
political leaders here said.

Sri Lanka's newly-elected
President Ranil Wickreme-
singhe on Wednesday invited
the political parties to form an
all-party government to over-
come the current economic
crisis as the Parliament recon-
vened after a seven-day
adjournment.

The talks will take place on
Friday evening, officials and
political leaders said.

“We expect the president to
take a new approach, the coun-
try will get destroyed if there is
no collective action,” former
president Maithripala Sirisena
told reporters here.

Vasudeva Nanayakkara, a
veteran leader from the ruling
coalition's 10-party breakaway
group, said they would be look-
ing at Wickremesinghe's
approach closely.

“Wickremesinghe has said
that he was formulating a plan
to find solutions to the eco-
nomic and political impasse. He
is going to seek our views, let's
hope the talks will be success-

ful,” Nanayakkara said.
However, the main oppo-

sition party Samagi Jana
Balawegaya (SJB) said their
approach is to form a common
all-party programme rather
than an all-party government.

“We are willing to strength-
en the oversight committee
system and make our contri-
bution,” SJB national organiser

Tissa Attanayake said.
Wickremesinghe, the

leader of the United National
Party (UNP), was elected pres-
ident by lawmakers on July 20
- the first such occasion since
1978. The 73-year-old President
was appointed for the rest of the
term of Gotabaya Rajapaksa
who fled the country and
resigned on July 13 in the face

of a popular uprising against his
government for mismanaging
the island nation's economy.

The majority of his support
in the 225-member Parliament
came from Rajapaksa's Sri
Lanka Podujana Peramuna
(SLPP) party.

A constitutional amend-
ment has been recently gazetted
to make Parliament's role

stronger, while an interim bud-
get to be presented early next
month is expected to announce
much needed reforms in the
economy.

Sri Lanka has seen months
of mass unrest over the worst
economic crisis, with the gov-
ernment declaring bankruptcy
in mid-April by refusing to
honour its international debt.
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Three more ships carrying
thousands of tons of corn

left Ukrainian ports Friday, in
the latest sign that a negotiated
deal to export grain trapped
since Russia invaded Ukraine
nearly six months ago is slow-
ly moving forward. But major
hurdles lie ahead to get food to
the countries that need it most.

The ships bound for
Ireland, the United Kingdom
and Turkey follow the first
grain shipment to pass through
the Black Sea since the start of
the war. The passage of that ves-
sel heading for Lebanon earlier
this week was the first under the
breakthrough deal brokered by
Turkey and the United Nations
with Russia and Ukraine. 

The Black Sea region is
dubbed the world's breadbasket,
with Ukraine and Russia key
global suppliers of wheat, corn,
barley and sunflower oil that
millions of impoverished peo-
ple in Africa, the Middle East
and parts of Asia rely on for sur-

vival.
While the shipments have

raised hopes of easing a global
food crisis, much of the grain
that Ukraine is trying to export
is used for animal feed, not for
people to eat, experts say. The
first vessels to leave are among
more than a dozen bulk carri-
ers and cargo ships that had
been loaded with grain but
stuck in ports since Russia
invaded in late February. And
the cargoes are not expected to
have a significant impact on the
global price of corn, wheat and
soybeans for several reasons.

For starters, the exports
under the deal are off to a slow,
cautious start due to the threat
of explosive mines floating off
Ukraine's Black Sea coastline.

And while Ukraine is a
major exporter of wheat to
developing nations, there are
other countries, such as the
United States and Canada, with
far greater production levels that
can affect global wheat prices.
And they face the threat of
drought.

“Ukraine is about 10% of
the international trade in wheat,
but in terms of production it is
not even 5%,” said David
Laborde, an expert on agricul-
ture and trade at the
International Food Policy
Research Institute in
Washington.

The three ships left Friday
with over 58,000 tons of corn,
but that is still a fraction of the
20 million tons of grains that
Ukraine says are trapped in the
country's silos and ports and
that must be shipped out to
make space for this year's har-
vest.

Around 6 million tons of
the trapped grain is wheat, but
just half of that is for human
consumption, Laborde said.

There is an expectation that
Ukraine could produce 30% to
40% less grain over the coming
next 12 months due to the war,
though other estimates put that
figure at 70%. 

Grain prices peaked after
Russia's invasion, and while
some have since come down to

their pre-war levels, they are still
higher than before the COVID-
19 pandemic. Corn prices are
70% higher than at the end of
February 2020, said Jonathan
Haines, senior analyst at data
and analytics firm Gro

Intelligence. He said wheat
prices are around 60% higher
than in February 2020.

One reason prices remain
high is the impact of drought on
harvests in North America,
China and other regions, as well

as the higher price of fertilizer
needed for farming.

“When fertilizer prices are
high, farmers may use less fer-
tilizer. And when they use less
fertilizer, they will produce less.
And if they will produce less,

supply will continue to remain
insufficient,” Laborde said.

The three ships that depart-
ed Ukraine on Friday give hope
that exports will ramp up to
developing nations, where many
are facing the increased threat
of food shortages and hunger. 

“The movement of three
additional vessels overnight is a
very positive sign and will con-
tinue to build confidence that
we're moving in the right direc-
tion," Haines said. “If the flow
of grain from Ukraine contin-
ues to expand, it will help
relieve global supply con-
straints."

The Turkish-flagged Polar-
net, carrying 12,000 tons of
corn, left the Chornomorsk
port destined for Karasu,
Turkey. The Panama-flagged
Navi Star left Odesa's port for
Ireland with 33,000 tons of
corn. The Maltese-flagged
Rojen left Chornomorsk for
the United Kingdom carrying
over 13,000 tons of corn, the
U.N. Said.

It added that the Joint

Coordination Center — run by
officials from Ukraine, Russia,
Turkey and the U.N. Overseeing
the deal signed in Istanbul last
month — authorized the three
ships and inspected a ship head-
ed for Ukraine. The Barbados-
flagged Fulmar S was inspected
in Istanbul and is headed for the
Chornomorsk port.

The checks seek to ensure
that outbound cargo ships carry
only grain, fertilizer or food and
not any other commodities and
that inbound ships are not car-
rying weapons. The vessels are
accompanied by Ukrainian pilot
ships for safe passage because of
explosive mines strewn in the
Black Sea.

After Turkey, which has
relations with both Russia and
Ukraine, helped broker the food
deal two weeks ago, President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan was to
meet Russian President
Vladimir Putin later Friday in
Sochi, Russia. That meeting
follows another face-to-face
meeting the two leaders had in
Iran three weeks ago.
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US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken joined the foreign

ministers of Russia and China
at a meeting on Friday with top
diplomats from Southeast Asia
that comes at a time of increased
tensions between Washington,
Moscow and Beijing.

The East Asia Summit of
the ongoing Association of
Southeast Asian Nations meet-
ings in Cambodia's capital was
the first time the three men were
scheduled to take part in the
same forum. 

It came a day after WNBA
star Brittney Griner was con-
victed of drug possession and
sentenced to nine years in
prison by Russia in a political-
ly charged case amid ongoing
friction over the Russian inva-
sion of Ukraine. 

China, meantime, is furious
at the US following House

Speaker Nancy Pelosi's visit
this week to Taiwan — a self-
governing island Beijing claims
as its own — and is in the mid-
dle of show-of-force military
exercises in response.

Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi patted Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov on the
shoulder as he entered the room
and gave the already-seated
Lavrov a quick wave before
taking his own seat. Lavrov
waved back in response.

Blinken, who entered the
room last, did not even look
over to Lavrov as he took his
own seat about a half-dozen
chairs away, or to Wang who
was seated farther down the
same table as Lavrov.

Ahead of the Phnom Penh
talks, the US State Department
indicated Blinken had no plans
to meet one-on-one with either
man during the course of the
meetings. 
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Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan travelled to

Russia on Friday for talks with
Russian President Vladimir
Putin expected to focus on a
grain deal brokered by Turkey,
prospects for talks on ending
hostilities in Ukraine, and the
situation in Syria.

Last month, Turkey and
the United Nations helped bro-
ker agreements between Russia
and Ukraine clearing the way
for Ukraine to export 22 mil-
lion tonnes of grain and other
agricultural products stuck in
its Black Sea ports ever since
Moscow sent troops into the
country more than five months
ago. 

The deals also allow Russia
to export grain and fertiliser.

Three more ships carrying
thousands of tons of corn left
Ukrainian ports Friday fol-
lowing the departure of the first
vessel earlier this week.

Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov said Friday's
talks in Sochi will allow Putin
and Erdogan to review the
implementation of the grain
deal. 

He noted that the two lead-
ers will also discuss the situa-
tion in Ukraine and in Syria.

In March, Turkey hosted a

round of talks between Russian
and Ukrainian negotiators who
discussed a possible deal to end
the hostilities. 

But the talks fell apart after
the meeting in Istanbul, with
Russia and Ukraine blaming
each other for the lack of
progress.

NATO-member Turkey
and Russia have a complex rela-
tionship. While the two coun-
tries support opposing sides in
Syria and Libya, they cooper-
ate closely on defense, energy
and trade deals. 

Their relationship has frus-
trated Turkey's Western allies,
who were particularly annoyed
by Ankara's purchase of a
sophisticated Russian air
defense system.

Turkey has provided
Ukraine with drones, which

played a significant role in
deterring Russian advance in
the early stage of the conflict,
but it hasn't joined sanctions
with Russia.

Amid a major economic
crisis with official inflation
hitting nearly 80%, Turkey
increasingly relies on Russia for
trade and tourism. 

It also depends on Russia
for natural gas imports and
Russia's atomic agency is build-
ing Turkey's first nuclear power
plant.

Russia-Turkey relations hit
a low point in 2015 when
Turkey shot down a Russian
warplane near the Syrian bor-
der and Moscow responded by
halting tourism to Turkey and
banning imports of fruit and
vegetables and other items
from Turkey.
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Israel unleashed a wave of
airstrikes in Gaza on Friday,

killing at least seven people,
including a senior militant,
and wounding another 40,
according to Palestinian offi-
cials.  Israel said it was tar-
geting the Islamic Jihad mili-
tant group amid days of
heightened tensions following
the arrest of a senior militant
in the occupied West Bank
earlier this week.

The strikes risk igniting yet
another war in the territory,
which is ruled by the Islamic
militant group Hamas and is
home to about 2 million
Palestinians. 

The assassination of a
senior militant would likely be
met by rocket fire from Gaza,
pushing the region closer to all-
out war. A blast could be heard
in Gaza City, where smoke
poured out of the seventh floor
of a tall building on Friday
afternoon.

The Palestinian Health
Ministry said seven people
were killed, including a 5-year-
old girl, and at least 40 were
wounded. 

Islamic Jihad said a Gaza
commander, Taiseer al-Jabari,
was among those killed.
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Fourteen people were killed
and dozens badly injured

when a fire broke out early
Friday at a crowded music pub
in eastern Thailand, police and
rescue workers said. At least a
dozen survivors were in criti-
cal condition.

Videos on social media
showed thick black smoke and
then flames pouring from the
front entrance as people
attempted to flee, some with
their clothing on fire. Police
said the fire was reported
around 12:45 a.M.

The Mountain B pub in
Sattahip district of Chonburi
province, about 160 kilometers
southeast of Bangkok, was
lined with flammable sound-
proofing, and it took two hours
for firefighters to put out the
blaze, Manop Theprith of a pri-
vate emergency rescue service
group told Thailand's PPTV
television news. His group said

40 people had been injured.
Several witnesses described

seeing smoke and fire on the
ceiling near the stage, followed
by explosions.

Thirteen people died at
the scene and another person
with burns over 90% of his
body died later, police, rescuers
and Queen Sirikit Naval
Hospital said.

The hospital said 15
patients required intubation,
with most suffering third-
degree burns over more than
60% of their bodies. Two
patients were transferred to a
hospital in Bangkok for
advanced treatment.

“All the patients are con-
sidered to be in critical condi-
tion," said Capt. Anucha
Likitvong, chief of the hospital's
medical team. 

“In a medical sense, the sit-
uation for patients suffering
from this degree of burns can
change sharply in the next 48
hours.”
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The Reserve Bank on Friday
raised the key interest rate
by 50 basis points, the

third straight increase since
May in an effort to cool stub-
bornly high inflation and defend
the rupee.

The repurchase rate was
raised by 50 basis points to lift
the interest rate to the pre-pan-
demic level. The 5.40 per cent
repo rate was last seen in August
2019.

Announcing the rate hike,
RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das
did not offer any indication of
a change in the stance or a pos-
sible pause in the next policy
due in late September.

The Reserve Bank of India's
six-member rate-setting panel
voted unanimously on the rate
hike decision while sticking to
its resolve to withdraw the
accommodative stance.

It, however, retained GDP
growth projection at 7.2 per
cent for the current fiscal end-
ing March 31, 2023, and kept
the inflation outlook for the
year unchanged at 6.7 per cent.

"Inflationary pressures are
broad-based and core inflation
remains elevated. Inflation is
projected to remain above the
upper tolerance level of 6 per
cent through the first three
quarters of 2022-23, entailing
the risk of destablishing infla-
tion expectations and triggering
second-round effects," he said.

The RBI targets inflation at
2-6 per cent.

June was the sixth consec-
utive month when headline
CPI inflation remained at or
above the upper tolerance level
of 6 per cent.

Stating that there has been
some let-up in global com-
modity prices, particularly in
prices of industrial metals, and
some softening in global food
prices, the governor said
domestic edible oil prices are
expected to soften further on
the back of improving supplies

from key producing countries.
Further, the advance of the

southwest monsoon is by and
large on track and kharif sow-
ing has picked up in the recent
weeks.

"The shortfall in kharif sow-
ing of paddy, however, needs to
be watched closely, although
buffer stocks are quite large.
Household inflation expecta-
tions have eased but they still
remain elevated," he said.

The central bank surprised
markets with a 40 bps hike at an
unscheduled meeting in May,

followed by a 50 bps increase in
June, but prices have shown lit-
tle sign of cooling off yet.

The latest increase mirrors
the US Federal Reserve-led
global tightening of interest
rates to rein in spiraling prices,
caused by supply snarls and
energy price shocks following
Russia's invasion of Ukraine.

The MPC believes "cali-
brated withdrawal of mone-
tary policy accommodation is
warranted to keep inflation
expectations anchored and con-
tain the second round effects,"

Das said.
On the rupee depreciating

against the US dollar, he said at
a 4.7 per cent decline, the rupee
fared much better than several
reserve currencies as well as
many of its EME and Asian
peers.

"The depreciation of the
Indian rupee is more on
account of the appreciation of
the US dollar rather than weak-
ness in macroeconomic funda-
mentals of the Indian economy.
Market interventions by the
RBI have helped in containing
volatility and ensuring the
orderly movement of the rupee,"
he said.

He said the RBI will remain
watchful and maintain the sta-
bility of the rupee.

The Indian economy has
been impacted by the global
economic situation and is grap-
pling with the problem of high
inflation.

"Nevertheless, with strong
and resilient fundamentals,
India is expected to be amongst
the fastest growing economies
during 2022-23 according to the
IMF, with signs of inflation
moderating over the course of
the year," he said.

The financial sector is well
capitalised and sound while
the foreign exchange reserves -
supplemented by net forward
assets - provide insurance
against global spillovers. "Our
umbrella remains strong," he
said. 
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The "unacceptably high"
inflation trending

around 7 per cent mark led
the Reserve Bank of India to
hike rates by an aggressive
0.50 per cent on Friday,
according to Governor
Shaktikanta Das.

Stating that there are
signs that headline inflation,
which has breached the 6 per
cent upper threshold set for
the RBI for six consecutive
months, has peaked, Das on
Friday said policy moves
from here on will be "cali-
brated, measured and nim-
ble" and will depend on
unfolding dynamics.

The governor refused to
spell out any guidance on the
way forward, pointing out
that we live in a dynamic
world where things are
changing very fast. He also
noted that generally, guid-
ance in a rate hiking cycle is
difficult as compared to that
in a rate cut cycle.

"... Inflation still remains
at uncomfortably or unac-
ceptably high levels and
therefore, monetary policy
has to act," he told reporters
after the central bank's six-
member rate setting panel
decided to hike the repo
rate at which it lends to the
system by 0.50 per cent.

It can be noted that
ahead of the policy
announcement, many ana-
lysts had been of the view
that the hike would be a cal-
ibrated 0.35 per cent while a
few expected the RBI to

frontload by being aggressive
with a 0.50 per cent increase.

"Monetary policy will be
calibrated, measured and
nimble depending on the
unfolding dynamics of infla-
tion and economic activity.
The focus will remain on
ensuring safe and soft land-
ing for the economy," he
added. He said steps have to
be taken to contain inflation
and inflation expectations
in the economy.

The Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) also took
the growth aspect into con-
sideration while taking its
call, he added. The governor
also mentioned that as per
the RBI's assessment, Indian
economy is an isle of macro-
economic and financial sta-
bility in a turbulent ocean
right now, and has braved
two black swan events of the
pandemic and the Russian
invasion of Ukraine.

Seeking to defend the
deep rate cuts undertaken
during the pandemic, Das
said inflation does not have
its roots in the monetary pol-

icy actions of the past but is
led by supply-side factors
and international events.

In what may come as a
relief to many, he reiterated
that inflation may have
peaked and will moderate
going forward. It can be noted
that while the MPC retained
the FY23 forecast at 6.7 per
cent, it said the April-June
2023 quarter will see the
headline number at 5 per
cent. There was also a men-
tion of the objective to achieve
4 per cent CPI target in Das'
statement earlier in the day.

When asked about the
role played by the depreciat-
ing rupee in the policy for-
mulation, Das admitted that
there is an impact of import-
ed inflation but added that
the MPC's deliberations were
influenced by the overall
inflation and growth aspects.

Without spelling out
what constitutes "volatility"
for the RBI, Das said the cen-
tral bank does not have a
level in mind for the rupee
and intervenes only when it
finds volatilities to ensure
that the currency moves
smoothly. The MPC also
deliberated on the negative
interest rates being earned at
present, Das said, terming it
as a "matter of concern".

Answering a query on
whether we have hit the neu-
tral rate yet, Deputy Governor
Michael Patra, who heads
the important monetary pol-
icy function and also sits on
the rate setting panel, said,
"the path to the neutral rate
is a two milestone journey".
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The Delhi High Court has said that an e-
commerce platform permitting a third-

party seller to "latch on" to the name or mark
and product listings of another seller on its
platform is "nothing but riding piggyback" and
cannot be allowed.   Justice Prathiba M Singh
said that "latching on" is a mode of encash-
ing upon the reputation of another entity and
the consent and authorisation of the brand
owner as well as the listing owner would be
required before such conduct is permitted.

The court's observations were made on a
lawsuit by an online clothes seller against an
e-commerce platform. The plaintiff alleged
that the defendant's platform allowed third-
party sellers to "latch on" to its product list-
ings. The court, in its interim order, said that
prima facie, the defendant was permitting
other third-party sellers to "latch on" to the best
sellers in one particular segment of products
and directed the defendant to disable the fea-
ture in relation to the plaintiff and restrained
it allowing any third-party sellers from "latch-
ing on" to the mark and product listings of the
plaintiff.

"In the opinion of this Court, permitting
a third-party seller to 'latch on', in this man-
ner, to the Plaintiff 's name/mark and prod-
uct listings is nothing but `riding piggy back'
as is known in the traditional passing-off sense.
It amounts to taking unfair advantage of the
goodwill that resides in the Plaintiff 's mark
and business," said the court in its order dated
August 2.

"This Court is satisfied that such a feature

cannot be allowed to be used or offered, to the
detriment of the owner of the brand or the per-
son who has created the original product.
Consent and authorisation of the brand
owner and the listing owner would be
required before such conduct by any seller is
permitted," it said.

The plaintiff told the court that the
defendant was "encouraging and allowing
third-party sellers" to "latch on" and use its
mark along with the photographs of its prod-
ucts.

It was the plaintiff 's grievance that by
doing so, several third-party sellers who are
not connected to it were able to portray them-
selves as the plaintiff and ride on its popularity,
leading to the loss of business to such small
and medium entrepreneurs.

The court said that while e-commerce
platforms provide an alternate platform for
small and medium entrepreneurs to conduct
their businesses in a profitable manner, cer-
tain features on these platforms can also cause
damage to them.
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Interest rate sensitive bank,
realty and auto stocks ended

on a mixed note on Friday, on
a day when the RBI raised the
key interest rate by 50 basis
points. Among bank stocks,
ICICI Bank climbed 2.26 per
cent, AU Small Finance Bank
advanced 1.66 per cent, Axis
Bank (0.90 per cent) and
Federal Bank (0.88 per cent).

However, Bandhan Bank
declined 1.70 per cent, IndusInd
Bank fell 1.30 per cent, Bank Of

Baroda (0.59 per cent), State
Bank of India (0.42 per cent),
HDFC Bank (0.27 per cent) and
Kotak Mahindra Bank (0.08 per
cent).

The BSE bank index ended
0.47 per cent higher at
43,550.81. Home, auto and
other loan EMIs are set to rise
further after the RBI on Friday
raised the key interest rate by 50
basis points, the third straight
increase since May in an effort
to cool stubbornly high infla-
tion. "RBI hiking repo rate by 50
bps is not surprising... Despite

rise in interest rates RBI retain-
ing the projection of growth rate
at 7.2 per cent should be the key
takeaway for market partici-

pants," Siddarth Bhamre, Head
of Research at Religare Broking
Limited, said.

RBI expects India's GDP
growth to remain strong at 7.2
per cent in FY23.

From auto pack, TVS
Motor Company advanced 1.46
per cent, followed by Escorts
Kubota (0.50 per cent), MRF
(0.19 per cent) and Bajaj Auto
(0.03 per cent).

Mahindra & Mahindra fell
by 2.04 per cent, Eicher Motors
(1.81 per cent), Maruti (1.50 per
cent), Hero MotoCorp (1.33 per

cent), Tata Motors (0.70 per
cent) and Ashok Leyland (0.69
per cent).

The BSE auto index ended
1.12 per cent lower at 29,365.58.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
ended 89.13 points or 0.15 per
cent higher at 58,387.93 after
facing volatility during the fag-
end of trade.

Among realty counters, The
Phoenix Mills climbed 1.62 per
cent, Indiabulls Real Estate
(0.84 per cent), Sobha Limited
(0.50 per cent) and Prestige
Estates Projects (0.20 per cent).
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Mahindra Group chairman Anand
Mahindra on Friday said there is

a need to boost manufacturing to cre-
ate jobs on a mass scale and take advan-
tage of the global factors that are mov-
ing in India's favour.

Addressing shareholders at the com-
pany's 76th annual general meeting
here, Mahindra said that there are some
gaps that need to be filled in to take full
advantage of the opportunities arising
out for the country.

"The most important of these (gaps)

is jobless growth. The Indian unem-
ployment rate is hovering around 7-8 per
cent, according to CMIE (Centre for
Monitoring Indian Economy). This is
because job growth has not kept pace

with GDP growth.
"Only 40 per cent of the labour force

that is capable of working is actually
working or looking for work. The
biggest sufferers are youth and women,"
said Mahindra.

The country's unemployment rate in
July fell to 6.80 per cent, the lowest level
in the last six months, amid rising agri-
culture activities during monsoon,
according to the latest CMIE data.

The unemployment rate dropped to
6.80 per cent in July from 7.80 per cent
in June, as per the CMIE data.

"With one of the largest youthful

populations in the world, it's easy to
imagine the potential for social unrest
if jobs don't grow along with the youth-
ful population," the Mahindra group
chairman said.

"The government is trying to do its
bit and has (also) announced plans to
hire one million people in government
jobs by 2023, given that the country has
a 900 million strong workforce, there's
a lot more to do," Mahindra said.

According to him, in the private sec-
tor, job creation is happening mainly at
the lower end of the gig economy,
which is not "enough".
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The Reserve Bank on Friday decided to expand the
scope of Internal Ombudsman framework by

including Credit Information Companies (CICs) with
a view to strengthening grievance redressal system.

The Reserve Bank-Integrated Ombudsman Scheme
(RB-IOS) has improved the customer grievance redres-
sal mechanism.

The turnaround time of grievance redressal under
RB-IOS has declined considerably, RBI said in Statement
on Developmental and Regulatory Policies.

"With a view to strengthen the internal grievance
redress by CICs themselves, it has been decided to man-
date CICs to have their own Internal Ombudsman (IO)
framework," RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das said after
unveiling the bi-monthly monetary policy.

The RB-IOS 2021 covers Regulated Entities (REs)
such as scheduled commercial banks including urban
cooperative banks, non-banking financial companies
(NBFCs) and non-scheduled primary co-operative
banks with a deposit size of Rs 50 crore and above.

In order to make the RB-IOS more broad based,
it has been decided to bring CICs also under the ambit
of RB-IOS 2021, the statement said adding this will pro-
vide a cost-free alternate redressal mechanism to cus-
tomers of REs for grievances against CICs.

Further, it said, with a view to strengthening the
internal grievance redressal of CICs and to make it more
efficient, it has also been decided to bring CICs under
the Internal Ombudsman (IO) framework.

With regard to outsourcing, the RBI said REs are
increasingly using outsourcing as a means for reduc-
ing costs as well as for availing expertise not available
internally.

Although outsourcing of a permissible activity is
an operational decision of REs, it exposes REs to var-
ious risks.
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NBFC startup Seeds Fincap on Friday said
it has completed loan disbursement of Rs

100 crore and aims to reach Rs 250 crore in
the current fiscal. To fund its expansion plans,
Gurugram-based Seeds said it has raised debt
from financial institutions, such as UC
Inclusive Credit Pvt Ltd (UCIC), InCred
Financial Services Limited, Ananya, Northern
Arc, and AU Small Finance Bank, among oth-
ers.

Currently, it has 20 lending partners and
plans to raise further funding in debt.

"With landmark of Rs 100 crore achieved
in the early part of the financial year, we are
confident of achieving our target of Rs 250
crore disbursement in this financial year," its
co-founder, Managing Director and CEO

Subhash Acharya said.
The startup serving MSME customers has

operations in Uttar Pradesh, Haryana and
Rajasthan with 34 branches in Tier 2 and 3
towns. It has about  13,500 customers in the
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises
(MSME) sector. Among the 13,500 cus-
tomers financed so far, 59 per cent of enter-
prises are rural-based and the rest semi-urban
and urban. The company received its license
from the RBI in April 2021. 

However, owing to the second wave of
COVID-19, it could commence its full-scale
operations in July 2021, the company said.
Seeds said it has also tied up with two finan-
cial services companies in some pockets on
a Business Correspondent model basis. 

In the current financial year, it plans to
raise Rs 50-60 crore. 
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The rupee appreciated by 17
paise to close at 79.23 (provi-

sional) against the US dollar on
Friday after the Reserve Bank
hiked interest rates by 50 basis
points.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the domestic
currency opened at 79.15 per dol-
lar. It hovered in a range of 78.94
to 79.29 during the session.

The domestic unit finally set-
tled at 79.23, up 17 paise over its
previous close of 79.40.

The Reserve Bank on Friday
raised the key interest rate -- the
third straight increase since May
-- in an effort to cool stubbornly
high inflation and defend the
rupee.

The repurchase rate was raised
by 50 basis points to lift the inter-
est rate to the pre-pandemic level.
The 5.40 per cent repo rate was last
seen in August 2019.

Meanwhile, the dollar index,
which measures the greenback's
strength against a basket of six cur-
rencies, was up 0.25 per cent at
105.95.

Forex traders said foreign

fund inflows into capital markets
and softening crude oil prices
boosted the local currency.

Foreign institutional investors
remained net buyers in the capi-
tal market on Thursday as they
purchased shares worth Rs
1,474.77 crore, as per exchange
data.

Brent crude futures, the glob-
al oil benchmark, rose 0.20 per
cent to USD 94.31 per barrel.

Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
Governor Shaktikanta Das said the
RBI will remain watchful and
maintain the stability of the rupee.

"The depreciation of the
Indian rupee is more on account
of the appreciation of the US dol-
lar rather than weakness in macro-
economic fundamentals of the
Indian economy. 
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Elon Musk accused Twitter of fraud
in a countersuit over his aborted $44

billion deal for the social media com-
pany, which he said held back necessary
information and misled his team about
its true user base, according to media
reports.

According to The Washington
Post, the countersuit filed by the bil-
lionaire and Tesla CEO filed Thursday
alleges that Twitter committed fraud,
breach of contract and violation of the
Texas Securities Act.

Musk's counterclaims were filed

confidentially last week and unsealed in
a filing late Thursday at the Delaware
Chancery Court, the Wall Street Journal
reported.

Musk had offered to buy the com-
pany earlier this year, then tried to back
out of the deal by claiming the social
platform was infested with much larg-
er numbers of "spam bots" and fake
accounts than Twitter had disclosed.

Twitter sued to force him to com-
plete the acquisition. 

Musk responded by filing his coun-
tersuit.

Musk's attorneys argued that
Twitter's own disclosures revealed that

it has 65 million fewer "monetisable
daily active users," who can be shown
digital ads, than the 238 million that
Twitter claims, the Post and the Journal
reported.

The filing also said most of Twitter's
ads are shown only to a sliver of the
company's user base, the Post said.

In an unexpected twist, Twitter filed
its response denying Musk's accusations
before Musk's own counterclaims sur-
faced.

Twitter called Musk's reasoning "a
story, imagined in an effort to escape
a merger agreement that Musk no
longer found attractive."
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Mortgage lender HDFC Ltd on
Friday said it has raised USD 1.1

billion (around Rs 8,700 crore) from a
clutch of investors under 'Syndicated
Social Loan Facility' to cater to the
affordable housing segment in the
country.

The country's largest mortgage
lender by asset size said it has raised the
amount by way of external commercial
borrowings (ECBs).

"This landmark financing further
promotes HDFC's longstanding mission

to be the leading provider of housing
finance in India. Proceeds from the
social loan would go towards financing
affordable housing loans," the compa-
ny said in a release.

MUFG Bank Ltd (MUFG) is the
lead social loan coordinator for this
transaction along with being one of the
Mandated Lead Arranger and
Borrowers (MLAB), it said.

CTBC Bank, Mizuho Bank, State
Bank of India and Sumitomo Mitsui
Banking Corporation are the other
MLABs and joint social loan coordi-
nators.
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Rupee rises 17 paise to close at 79.23 against US dollar
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On Wednesday, Tejaswin Shankar had
won a Bronze in men's high jump to open
India's medal account in athletics in this
CWG.

It was Sreeshankar's first medal in a
major international competition and a
multi-sport event. Before this, he had won
a Bronze in the 2018 Asian U-20
Championships in Gifu, Japan.

The medal will give him some sort of
relief after his disappointing performance
in the World Athletics Championships in
Eugene, USA, where he had finished sev-
enth in the final last month.

He had gone into the World
Championships as a dark horse for a
medal with a season's and personal best
of 8.36m. 
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Commonwealth Games Silver medal-

list long jumper Murali Sreeshankar rued
missing out on a Gold, saying his fourth
jump, which was ruled a foul under laser-
based new technology, would have been
legal in earlier system and big enough to
finish on top of the podium.

The 23-year-old Sreeshankar said he
initially thought he had a big valid jump
in his fourth attempt which would have
given him a Gold. However, his jump was
adjudged a foul under the new system.

"I was very surprised, you can't call
it (fourth jump) a foul because I never
overstepped the foul board but she (pit-
side official) explained to me the exact
jumping position, movement of my foot
which was crossing the perpendicular
plate," Sreeshankar said in a virtual
interaction.

"If it was the previous system which
we had in past years, it would not have
been called a foul," said the national
record holder (8.36m).

He said the conditions during the
CWG long jump final was not ideal as it
was a bit cold and windy.

"Performance on the particular day
matters. In major championships, win-
ning a medal is the priority.

"I completely messed up the first three
jumps, trying to have safe jumps (by leav-
ing good gap). My focus after that was to
be on podium with good jumps in final
three attempts."
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Murali Sreeshankar clinched a sil-
ver in men's long jump event to
give India a second medal in ath-

letics at the Commonwealth Games here
on Thursday.

The 23-year-old national record hold-
er soared to 8.08m in his fifth attempt to
finish second behind Laquan Nairn of
Bahamas in a nerve-wrecking men's long
jump final.

Nairn also had a best jump of 8.08m
but his second best of 7.98m was better
than 7.84m of Sreeshankar.

Under rules, if two jumpers are tied
on same distance, the one who has a bet-
ter second best effort will be ranked ahead.

Jovan van Vuuren (8.06m) of South
Africa took the Bronze.

The other Indian in the fray,
Muhammed Anees Yahiya ended at fifth
with a best jump of 7.97m.

Sreeshankar's became the first Indian
male long jumper to win a Silver at the
CWG. Suresh Babu had won a Bronze in
the 1978 edition.

Among women, Prajusha Maliakkal
won a Silver in the 2010 edition in Delhi,
while legendary Anju Bobby George
bagged a Bronze in 2002.

Sreeshankar had gone into CWG as
Gold medal favourite on the basis of his
season's and personal best of 8.36m, which
had put him in joint second ranking in the
world this season.

But he struggled in his first four jumps
regarding his landing on the foot board.
He began with a 7.64m before jumping
identical 7.84m in his second and third
attempts. His fourth jump was a foul.

He was outside the medal contention
at the end of the fourth round as he was
at sixth place at that stage but his fifth
attempt of 8.08m took him to the second
place.

In a dramatic final round jump, he
seemed to have crossed the 8m mark --
which would have given him a gold -- but
to his and the Indian contingent's disap-
pointment, his foot landed 2cm ahead of
the line on the foot board.

The final attempt was thus ruled as
a foul and Sreeshankar had to settle for
a Silver.
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Star Indian boxer Lovlina
Borgohain is not losing sleep

over her shock quarterfinal exit
and says a Commonwealth
Games success would not have
helped her much in her quest for
a second successive Olympic
medal in 2024 as she was com-
peting in a non-Olympic catego-
ry in Birmingham CWG.

Lovlina, who became the
only second Indian woman
boxer to win an Olympic medal
in Tokyo last year, competed in
the light middleweight catego-
ry, which does not figure in the
2024 Paris Games roster.

"That's why CWG was not
that important to me as my main
target is Paris and this was not
an Olympic weight category. It
would not have helped me much
in the larger scheme of things,"
Lovlina said.

"Yes, Commonwealth
Games have a big stature no
doubt about that. But my target
is Paris and to get myself pre-
pared is the main objective."

At her maiden CWG
appearance in Gold Coast in
2018, Lovlina had also met a
similar fate, bowing out in the
quarterfinals.

"Every loss or win is an
experience. And I'm taking this
loss in a positive way. I've to
work on myself.

"Ultimate goal is Paris,
whatever the difficulties maybe,
I've to overcome them. Life has

many ups and downs but 'haar
nahin maan na hai' (it's not
about giving up)."

She made headlines for
wrong reasons in the build-up to
the CWG as she alleged "men-
tal harassment" after her person-
al coach Sandhya Gurung was
denied entry into the Games
Village. Sandhya was added to
the contingent days before her
bout.

"Yes, I was a bit distracted in
the build-up to the Games. But
thankfully everything was sort-
ed before the competition. I got
my coaches.

"But I feel it did not affect
me. There was a lot of publici-
ty but I was away from social
media. I wasn't aware of what's
going on around me. Even now,
I've kept it off to keep myself
away from it."
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Star Indian shuttlers P V
Sindhu and Kidambi

Srikanth had another easy out-
ing as they stormed into the
quarterfinals of the women's
and men's singles events respec-
tively with comfortable wins at
the Commonwealth Games
here on Friday.

Sindhu, a Silver medallist at
the 2018 edition, expectedly
faced no resistance from
Uganda's Husina Kobugabe,
winning 21-10, 21-9 in her
pre-quarterfinal match.

Srikanth, who had also fin-
ished second best at Gold Coast,
too didn't break any sweat on
his way to a 21-9, 21-12 win
over Sri Lanka's Dumindu
Abeywickrama in the men's
singles.

Earlier, Indian women's

pairing of Gayatri Gopichand
and Treesa Jolly had entered the
last eight with a 21-2, 21-4 win
over Mauritius' Jemimah Leung
For Sang and Ganesha
Mungrah.

Double Olympic medallist
Sindhu will face Malaysia's Goh
Jin Wei in the next round for a
place in the semifinals.

Sindhu had defeated Goh in
two tight games in the final of
the mixed team final and can ill-
afford to lower her guard against
the 22-year-old Malaysian, a
winner of the World Junior
Championships gold in 2015
and 2018.

Former world number one
Srikanth will be up against
England's Toby Penty, who is
ranked 54th in the world.

Gayatri and Treesa will
meet Jamaica's Tahlia Richard-
son and Katherine Wynter next. 
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Indian paddlers Manika
Batra and Sreeja Akula

entered the women's singles
quarterfinals in the table ten-
nis event of the
Commonwealth Games here
on Friday.

Batra steamrolled
Australian Jee Minhyung 11-
4, 11-8, 11-6, 12-10 to book
her place in the quarterfinal.

The 27-year-old star pad-
dler wil l  now take on
Singapore's Jian Zeng in the
last eight-clash later tonight.

Sreeja, on the other hand,
played out a nerve-wracking
encounter against Charlotte
Carey from Wales to secure
herself a last eight berth.

The 24-year-old toiled
hard but held her nerves to
beat Carey 8-11, 11-7, 12-14,
9-11, 11-4, 15-13, 12-10.

Sreeja will lock horns with
Canada's Mo Zhang in the
quarterfinal which is also slat-
ed to be held later tonight.

Earlier in the day, both
Manika and Sreeja also
reached the mixed doubles
quarterfinal events.

Batra and mixed doubles
partner Sathiyan
Gnanasekaran humbled
Nigerians Olajide Omotayo
and Ajoke Ojomu 11-7, 11-6,
11-7.

The two wil l  face
Malaysia's Javen Choong and
Karen Lyne in the first quar-
ter-final event on Friday.

Sreeja and her partner
Achanta Sharath Kamal, on
the other hand, came from
behind to beat Malaysia's

Leond Chee Fang and Ho
Ying 5-11, 11-2, 11-6, 11-5.

They wil l  square up
against home favourites Liam
Pitchford and Tin-Tin Ho in
the second quarterfinal clash
on the same day.

Meanwhile,  Reeth
Tennison, bowed out in the
women's singles event after
she went down to Singapore's
Feng Tianwei in a round of 16
game.

The Singaporean Tianwei
proved too strong for
Tennison and the latter was
beaten 11-2, 11-4, 9-11, 11-3,
11-4.

Meanwhile, Kamal and
Gnanasekaran stormed into
the quarterfinals of the men's
doubles event after easing
past Bangladesh's Bawm

Ramhimlian and Ridoy
Mohutasin Ahmed.

The Indian pair won 11-
6, 11-1, 11-4 in three straight
games in their round of 16
clash.

Kamal and Gnanasekaran
will now take on English pair
of Tom Jarvis and Sam Walker
later tonight.

The pair of Harmeet
Desai and Sanil Shetty also
was through to the last-eight
stage after they defeated
Australian pair of Chambers
Dillon and Yan Xin 3-1.

Desai and Shetty, who
won 11-3, 9-11, 9-11, 7-11,
will now lock horns with
Singapore's Clerance Chew
and Shao Feng Ethan Poh in
the last eight round match,
later in the day. 
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India's Sudhir claimed the Gold medal
in men's heavyweight para powerlifting

event at the Commonwealth Games here
on Thursday.

Sudhir, an Asian Para Games Bronze
medallist, lifted 208kg in his first attempt
before increasing it to 212kg in his sec-
ond effort to gather 134.5 points and
break the Games record.

The 27-year-old Sudhir, who has an
impairment due to the effects of polio,
thus opened India's para sports medal
account in the ongoing CWG.

Ikechukwu Christian Obichukwu
won the Silver with 133.6 points, while
Micky Yule bagged the Bronze with
130.9 points.

Sudhir had won a Bronze in men's
upto 88kg with a best lift of 214kg at the

World Para Powerlifting Asia-Oceania
Open Championship in South Korea in
June.

Sudhir, who had started powerlifting
in 2013 in Sonipat, has also qualified for
Hangzhou 2022 Asian Para Games, which
was postponed to next year.
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India's Bhavina Patel cruised to the

women's singles class 3-5 para table ten-
nis final and assured herself of a medal at
the Commonwealth Games here on Friday.

The Tokyo Paralympics Silver medal-
list thrashed England's Sue Bailey 11-6, 11-
6, 11-6 to seal her final berth.

The 35-year-old Gujarat paddler will
take on Nigeria's Christiana Ikpeoyi in the
final on Saturday.

Sonalben Patel, on the other hand,
went down to Ikpeoyi 11-8, 6-11, 4-11, 7-
11. She will now face Bailey in the Bronze
medal match.

Raj Aravindan Alagar also lost 11-7,
8-11, 4-11, 7-11 to Nigeria's Nasiru Sule
in the men's 3-5 class semifinal.

He will now cross swords with
Nigerian Isau Ogunkunle in the Bronze
medal play-off on Sunday. 
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Star Indian wrestler Bajrang
Punia was a class apart

while defending his title as he
conceded just two points en
route the Gold medal show
while birthday girl Anshu
Malik grabbed a Silver in her
maiden Commonwealth
Games, here on Friday.

Such was Tokyo Olympics
Bronze medallist Bajrang's
dominance in the 65kg com-
petition that he won three of
his four bouts inside first
rounds.

The 28-year-old defend-
ing champion beat Naurau's
Lowe Bingham and Mauritius'
Jean Guyliane Joris Bandou 'by
fall' before winning by techni-
cal superiority against
England's Geroge Ramm.

Canada's Lachlan Maurice
McNeil fought well against
Bajrang but the Indian was far
superior in technique and sta-
mina as he won the bout 9-2.

Bajrang has been strug-
gling to play freely since last
year and his over defensive tac-
tics put a question-mark over
his ability to extend his dom-
inance in international arena
but on Friday he made his
moves without inhibition.

However, the CWG is not
the best platform to judge if
Bajrang has got his mojo back
because of the inferior field
quality.

Anshu, who has taken
rapid strides in her career,
reached the women's 57kg
final with similar dominance
but ended up second-best
with a Silver medal.

The Nidani wrestler, who
turned 21 on Friday, won by
technical superiority against
Australia's Irene Symeonidis
and Sri Lanka's Nethmi
Ahinsa Fernando Poruthotage.

It did not take Anshu
much time to measure her
opponents. Her trademark
aggression and quality was too
hot to handle for her rivals till

the gold bout.
The World Championship

Silver medallist though could
not breach the defence of
Nigeria's Odunayo Folasade
Adekuoroye, losing the gold
bout 3-7. The Nigerian was
strong with her defence and
Anshu could not find a way to
make her moves.

She left mat with tears in
her eyes as it was not the birth-
day present she wanted to give
herself.

For Sakshi Malik, who has
been battling for relevance
for long, it was an ideal oppor-
tunity to get some confidence
back and she used it to opti-
mum level in the 62kg contest.
She began by pinning home
team wrestler Kelsey Barnes
and followed that with a tech-
nical superiority win against
Cameroon's Berthe Emilienne.

In her two bouts, she did
not concede a single point and
will now clash with Canada's
Ana Paula Godinez Gonzalez
for her first CWG gold. She
has a bronze and silver in her
CWG collection.

Also making the gold
medal round was Deepak
Punia (86kg) who did not look
his dominant and quick self
but still won his bouts without
giving a point to his rivals.

The wrestler from Chhara
village began with technical
superiority win over  Matthew
Clay Oxenham from New
Zealand and beat Canada's
Alexander Moore 3-1, setting
up the Gold medal bout
against Pakistan's Muhammad
Inam. Divya Kakran though
got a tough draw as she found
Tokyo Olympic Silver medal-
list and 11-time African cham-
pion Blessing Oborududu
from Nigeria.

The first round was worth
a final though Divya was out-
played by the formidable
Nigerian. The Asian Games
Bronze medallist won her
repechage round against
Blandine Nyeh Ngiri by fall.
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The Indian women's pair of
Lovely Choubey and

Nayanmoni Saikai were knocked
out of the the Commonwealth
Games here on Friday after
they went down in the quarter-
final clash.

The Indian duo lost to
England's Sophie Tolchard and
Amy Pharoah 18-14.

Choubey and Saikai led on
two occasions, first 5-2 after four
rounds and 8-6 after end nine.

However, they squandered
an early advantage and allowed
the English pair of Tolchard
(lead) and Pharoah (skip) to
make a strong comeback.

After the 10th round,
England surged ahead and kept
increasing their lead and even-
tually emerged victorious.

England will now face New
Zealand in the semi-final, while
Australia will take on Malaysia
in other last four clash. 
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George Miller, 75 years and
eights months old, on

Friday became the oldest play-
er to win a medal at the
Commonwealth Games when
he bagged the mixed pairs Gold
in lawn bowls for Scotland.

The team, lead Melanie Innes, her director
Miller and skip director Sarah Jane, scripted
Scotland's 16-9 victory over Wales to win Gold
in the para mixed pairs B2/B3 at Victoria Park

here.
"I think Rosemary is quite

pleased," said Miller, while replac-
ing teammate Rosemary Lenton as
the oldest Gold medal winner in
Commonwealth Games history:

On his message to older peo-
ple who might want to get involved
in the sport:

"Bowls is quite easy for older people but any
sport, walking, football, rugby, you name it, get
out there, exercise, play games. Competing is bril-
liant whatever age you are," he said. 

SREESHANKAR LONG JUMPS TO WIN SILVER
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The Indian men's 4x400m relay
team qualified for the final at

the Commonwealth Games after
finishing second in its heat race
here on Friday.

The Indian quartet of
Muhammed Anas Yahiya, Noah
Nirmal Tom, Mohammed Ajmal
and Amoj Jacob took the automat-
ic qualification route, clocking
3:06.97s to finish second behind
Kenya in heat 2.

India were fourth before the
last leg bend but Amoj overtook
two runners at the final stretch to
finish second. He had suffered a
hamstring injury while running

4x400m relay as part of the Indian
quartet during the National Inter-
State Championships in Chennai
last month.

India finished sixth overall
across the two heats with Botswana
3:05.11s being the quickest.

The final will be held on
Sunday.

In women's 100m hurdles,
national record holder Jyothi
Yarraji crashed out in the first
round heats with a below-par
show. She clocked 13.18m to fin-
ish fourth in heat 2 and 10th over-
all. She holds the national record
of 13.04s.

The heat races were held under
windy conditions and Yarraji ran

with a tailwind of 2m/s. All the
competitors ran with tailwind of
2m/s or above.

The 22-year-old Yarraji had
bettered her national record thrice
this season.

Ancy Sojan also failed to 
qualify for the women's long 
jump final. She was ranked 13th
overall in the qualifying round with
a best jump of 6.25m, which was
wind-assisted (tailwind of 2.3m/s).

Those who touched 6.75m or
at least 12 best performers across
the two groups advance to the final.

The 21-year-old Sojan, who
has a season and personal best of
6.55m, was seventh in Group A
qualifying round. 

�5�����'�"��+*����"�������*'!���3��"2
$!"8���!�#)'!�2���!#!"������
+�

Lovlina targets bigger goals, says CWG ‘not important’ 	�����#�"��@�
��#��2�#�
$����1�#���'��

�����!�� ,�"�/�=���!!9����*�$
�"�*�'*$!"���"2�!��75���!���

���./��'�����
�=��>��
��������
�#������
������������
�������>���������������



����
��:������� ���������� ��������  !�"�""

���� :,��0<:�

American teenager Coco
Gauff built a big lead early

then had to dig deep late for a
6-4, 6-4 victory over four-time
Grand Slam champion Naomi
Osaka on Thursday (Friday
IST) at the WTA hardcourt
tournament in San Jose,
California.

The 18-year-old, who
reached her first Grand Slam
final at the French Open in June,
needed just one break of serve
to seize the first set 6-4 in the
blockbuster encounter.

With booming serves and
matching ground strokes, she
then roared to a 5-1 lead in the
second set.

But the Japanese superstar,
unseeded in her first tourna-
ment since an opening-round
exit at Roland Garros, didn't go
down without a fight.

She saved match points —

all on her own serve, before
Gauff was finally able to serve it
out. "Even though I was up 5-1
and 40-0 I knew I didn't have the
match in the bag yet and obvi-
ously she proved that," Gauff
said.

"Whenever you play Naomi
she can play lights-out tennis. I
feel like maybe two of the match
points I had an actual shot on.

It was, and sixth-seeded
Gauff advanced to a quarter-
final clash with second-seed
Paula Badosa of Spain.

In other second-round
action, unseeded American
Shelby Rogers toppled top-seed
Maria Sakkari 6-1, 6-3.

Fourth-seeded Aryna
Sabalenka and ninth-seed
Veronika Kudermetova made it
through to the quarters.
Sabalenka beat American
Caroline Dolehide 4-7, 6-1, 7-5
and Kudermetova topped
American Claire Liu 6-2, 7-5.
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World number one Daniil Medvedev pow-
ered into the semi-finals of the ATP hard-

court tournament in Los Cabos, Mexico, on
Thursday (Friday IST) with a 6-2, 6-2 victory
over Ricardas Berankis.

Medvedev, playing his first tournament since
bowing out of the quarter-finals at Mallorca in
June, had launched his return with his 250th
career match win over Australian qualifier Rinky
Hijikata on Wednesday.

He said the victory over Lithuania's Berankis
felt "very different" but the outcome was the
same and never looked in doubt as Medevedev
reeled off eight straight games to go from 2-2
in the opening set to 6-2, 4-0 and fully in con-
trol.

"My opponent played very different, much
more aggressive," Medvedev said, adding that

it actually worked to his advantage.
Medvedev will face fourth-seeded serb

Miomir Kecmanovic for a place in the final.
Kecmanovic beat Brandon Nakashima 6-2, 6-4.

If he reaches the final here, Medvedev will
be assured of taking the world number one rank-
ing into his defense of the US Open title at
Flushing Meadows later this month.
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Washington: Reigning US Open champion
Emma Raducanu of Britain advanced to the
quarter-finals of the ATP and WTA Washington
Open, refusing to wilt Thursday after a marathon
match in sweltering heat.

The English 19-year-old outlasted
Colombia's Camila Osorio 7-6 (7/5), 7-6 (7/4)
after two hours and 50 minutes for a gritty vic-
tory in the WTA's longest two-set main draw
match of the year.
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Wimbledon champion Novak
Djokovic, whose refusal to be vacci-

nated against Covid makes him unable to
enter Canada, has officially withdrawn
from the ATP hardcourt tournament in
Montreal, organizers said on Thursday.

The Serb star's unvaccinated status
made it unlikely he would play in the pres-
tigious ATP Masters tournament, just as it
means he will probably miss the US Open
starting later in August as the United States
also requires visitors to the country to show
proof of vaccination.

Germany's Oscar Otte has also with-
drawn from the tournament which starts
Monday with Benjamin Bonzi of France
and Australia's Wimbledon runner-up

Nick Kyrgios moving into the main draw,
Tennis Canada said.

In addition, three-time Grand Slam
champion Andy Murray was handed a wild
card on Thursday, along with Belgian
David Goffin and Canadians Vasek Pospisil
and Alexis Galarneau.

Britain's Murray, a former world num-
ber one who won the Canadian title in
2009, 2010 and 2015, has been rising in the
rankings this season from 134th to 50th.

He reached finals in Sydney in January
and Stuttgart in June, but fell in the first
round in Washington earlier this week to
Sweden's Mikael Ymer.

Even if Iyer makes the cut for Asia Cup or T20 World
Cup, there is a miniscule chance of him getting a first XI
look-in in a jam-packed top-order.
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While Suryakumar Yadav's awe-inspiring shots left

all and sundry wide-eyed, he is expected to have his skip-
per Rohit Sharma for company at the top of the order.

In the third game in Basseterre, Rohit was
forced to retire hurt with a back spasm when he
was batting on 11 and it was more like a precau-
tionary measure with a three-day gap in between
games.

The Indian captain would like to continue
his recent good form and positive intent in the two
remaining games but at the same time would have the
best seat to judge the form of some of his batters.

Rishabh Pant has looked good in all his short stints
at the crease and wouldn't mind having a big one in front
of a packed audience at Central Broward Park Stadium.
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Avesh Khan has been taken to cleaners in the last two

games but Dravid-Rohit pair has no other option but to
continue with the profligate MP speedster as Harshal Patel
hasn't fully recovered from his rib-cage injury.

Avesh throughout his career has been a bit one-
dimensional with either bowling too short or too full giv-
ing batters ample time to work on the pace or play the
full-blooded drive.

It will be interesting to see if Kuldeep Yadav gets a
game in the series and India play an extra spinner in case
Harshal doesn't get fit in time.
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India: Rohit Sharma (C), Suryakumar Yadav, Shreyas Iyer,
Deepak Hooda, Hardik Pandya, Rishabh Pant, Ishan
Kishan, Dinesh Karthik, Sanju Samson, Ravindra Jadeja,
Axar Parel, Ravichandran Ashwin, Ravi Bishnoi, Kuldeep
Yadav, Arshdeep Singh, Avesh Khan, Bhuvneswar
Kumar, Harshal Patel
West Indies: Nicholas Pooran (C), Rovman Powell,
Shamarh Brooks, Dominic Drakes, Shimron Hetmyer,
Jason Holder, Akeal Hosein, Alzarri Joseph, Brandon
King, Kyle Mayers, Obed McCoy, Keemo Paul, Romario
Shepherd, Odean Smith, Devon Thomas, Hayden Walsh.
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Shreyas Iyer's performance will be under intense scruti-
ny as India gear up for the back-to-back T20I games
against West Indies, starting here on Saturday, with

the twin objective of winning the series and also firm-
ing up squad for T20 World Cup.

India are currently leading the five-match series 2-
1 and nothing would be more satisfying than a couple
of thumping wins in front of the USA's Indian diaspo-
ra, which is anticipating an enjoyable weekend cricket car-
nival.

However in this current India set-up, if there is one
man whose performance will be monitored more than
anyone else, it has got to be Iyer.

Deepak Hooda, who has used most of the opportu-
nities handed to him, looks good to outwit Iyer at the
moment as far as the big ticket T20 World Cup berth is
concerned.

With KL Rahul and Virat Kohli all set to be back in
the playing eleven for the Asia Cup, time is certainly run-
ning out for the 27-year-old Mumbaikar, who has had
scores of 0, 10 (11 balls) and 24 (27 balls) in the three
games so far in the ongoing series.

He looked distinctly uncomfortable against the fast
and rising deliveries.

While the short ball is his main problem, watching
Iyer gives a feeling that he is unable to decide at what pace
and which gear would he bat in a T20 game, something
that's not the case when he is taking strike in 50-over for-
mat.

In head coach Rahul Dravid's regime so far, no play-
er has got a raw deal in terms of chances and are given
long enough rope to succeed.

However in case of Iyer, his T20I game hasn't exact-
ly yielded the results that one has seen him deliver in the
ODI cricket.

Even then, Dravid has given Iyer nine T20I games
in last two and half months, out of which, one in
Bengaluru was a wash-out and there hasn't been a sin-
gle fifty-plus score even when he got chance to come out
within first 10 overs.

If Iyer gets a go in the last two games, he has no option
but to put his best foot forward as the Asia Cup team, in
all probability, will also be the likely team for the T20
World Cup.
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Manchester City manager Pep
Guardiola will not stand in

Bernardo Silva's way should he wish to
join Barcelona before the end of the
transfer window.

Guardiola said there has been no
bid from his former club for the
Portuguese midfielder, but would not
keep Silva in Manchester against his
will.

Despite debts of 1.3 billion euros
($1.3 billion) Barcelona have embarked
on a spending spree this summer and
will reportedly turn their attentions to
Silva should Frenkie de Jong depart the
Camp Nou.

City have already let Gabriel Jesus
and Oleksandr Zinchenko join Arsenal
and sold Raheem Sterling to Chelsea
this summer as all three sought more
regular game time.

By contrast, Silva has been a vital
player in City winning four Premier
League titles in the past five seasons and
would be difficult to replace in the final
weeks of the transfer window.

"I was comfortable working with
Oleks, Raheem, Gabriel, incredible
characters that helped us achieve what
we achieved," Guardiola said at his pre-
match press conference ahead of the
start of City's Premier League defence
at West Ham on Sunday.

"Sometimes for the club, sometimes
for the players, sometimes for the
agent, sometimes you have to divide our
path.

"Especially the desire of the player
is the most important thing. Of course
I would love Bernardo to continue here,
he is a special player for us. But I don't
know what is going to happen.

"What happens will happen and if
he stays it is perfect and in the end if
he has to leave it is because football is
like this, the player has a desire. I will
not be a person to stop a desire for the
people."
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The International League
(ILT20) in UAE has report-

edly offered 15 top Australian
players a whopping AUD
700,000 deals to ditch the Big
Bash League (BBL), dates of
which are overlapping, causing
considerable tension in Cricket
Australia (CA)'s ranks.

The Big Bash League will be
played between December 13 to
February 4 while the inaugural
edition of ILT20 is scheduled
from January 6 to February 12,
making it virtually impossible
for Australian players to take
part in both the tournaments.

According to a report in
Sydney Morning Herald, "As
many as 15 Australian players
have been offered contracts
worth up to AUD 700,000 a year
to abandon the Big Bash League
and play in the UAE T20 tour-
nament in January."

Most of the top Australian
players have no obligation to
play BBL under their existing
central contract, with Warner
not having played a single edi-
tion since 2014.

The BBL's highest payment
till date from the draft has been
D'arcy Short's $258,000 (AUD
370,000) and the money com-

pared to what has been paid to
marquee Australian players in
IPL, has been significantly less-
er.

But with Indian IPL owners
investing in UAE and CSA T20
leagues, the BBL will need to
revamp its pay structure to
keep the best in the business
interested.

According to Australian
newspapers 'The Age' and 'The
Sydney Morning Herald' by
senior cricket sources, "the scale
of the attempted raid on
Australian players goes far
beyond the threat of losing one
player - David Warner - to the
UAE because he does not have
a BBL deal."

The paper also revealed:
"UAE contract sizes so far above
and beyond what has been on
offer in the BBL have placed
Cricket Australia and the
Australian Cricketers
Association under pressure to
reassure players that they are not
being left behind the rest of the
world by remaining loyal to the
game in this country."

However it is learnt CA in
its bid to retain the sheen and
quality of BBL, is keen on sign-
ing a lucrative one-off deal with
Warner, which will prevent him
from taking up the ILT20 offer.
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Sikandar Raza and Innocent
Kaia struck centuries as

Zimbabwe recovered from a
disastrous start to stun
Bangladesh by five wickets on
Friday in the first match of a
three-game ODI series.

The home team lost open-
ers Regis Chakabva and Tarisai
Musakanda with just six runs on
the scoreboard as they chased a
formidable Bangladesh total of
303-2 that included four half
centuries.

A third Zimbabwe wicket
fell after they lifted the score to
62 and then Raza and Kaia came
together to put on 192 runs for
the fourth wicket and set up a
brilliant victory as Zimbabwe
reached 307-5 with 10 balls to
spare. Raza was unbeaten on
135, including six sixes and
eight fours, while Kaia struck
two sixes and 11 fours in his 110
before being caught by Shoriful
islam at short fine leg.

Bangladesh, seventh in the
ODI rankings and eight places
above Zimbabwe, took advan-
tage of being put in to bat by
building what appeared to be a
winning score.

Opener Liton Das led the
way with an unbeaten 81 before
being forced to retire hurt with
a suspected hamstring injury.

He faced 89 balls and scored
one six and nine fours.

Anamul Haque (73), cap-
tain Tamim Iqbal (62) and

Mushfique Rahim (52) were
the other scorers of half cen-
turies for a team fresh from a 3-
0 ODI hammering of the West
Indies.

But while the visiting bats-
men scored freely, their bowlers
had no answers to Pakistan-
born Raza and Kaia at Harare
sports Club.

The pair reached centuries
within two balls of each other
during the 39th over with Kaia
scoring his maiden ton through
a single while two runs from
Raza gave him his fourth 100 in
the 50-over format.

Victory continued a
remarkable transformation of
Zimbabwe since former batting
star Dave Houghton began a
second stint as coach after 3-0
ODI and T20 whitewashes by
Afghanistan in June.

They hosted a T20 World
Cup qualifying tournament last
month and won all five match-
es to clinch a place at the main
event in Australia from October.

Then, earlier this week, they
edged Bangladesh by 10 runs in
a thriller to snatch a 2-1 victo-
ry in a T20 series.
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Bangladesh's biggest crick-
eting star Shakib Al Hasan has
once again courted controversy
as country's cricket board is set
to investigate an alleged social
media post from him endorsing
a sports betting company.
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Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp on Friday
said he was reluctant to dip into the trans-

fer market in order to solve "four-week"
injury problems.

Reds centre-back Ibrahima Konate suf-
fered a knee injury in the friendly against
Strasbourg on Sunday which Klopp said will
see the defender out "for a while".

Konate has joined a list of sidelined
Liverpool players that already includes
Kostas Tsimikas, Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain,
Diogo Jota, Curtis Jones and reserve goal-
keeper Caoimhin Kelleher, with Naby Keita
set to resume training on Friday after near-
ly a week out with illness.

None of the absentees are understood 
to be suffering with long-term injuries, 
however.

"We have too many injuries, that's true,"
said Klopp. "But in the moment nothing has
changed (in terms of new signings). A lot of
unlucky situations. Started with Caoimh and
Diogo, pretty much one was injured and one
had a re-injury.

"In a few weeks' time they will be back,
but they've missed pre-season and that's not
cool.
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Medvedev races into Los Cabos semi-finals
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