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President Droupadi Murmu
on Sunday asserted that by

2047 the country will realise all
the "dreams" visualised by free-
dom fighters and reach its full
potential. She also said that
India has helped the world dis-
cover the "true potential of
democracy".

Delivering her maiden
address to the nation on the eve
of the country's Independence
Day, the President remem-
bered the sacrifices of all the
freedom fighters and pointed to
the speedy growth of the coun-
try which, she said, is gaining
new heights globally.

"We Indians proved skep-
tics wrong. Democracy not
only grew roots in this soil but
it was also enriched.” She also
said that India helped the world
discover the true potential of
democracy.

“India can be credited to
have helped the world discov-
er the true potential of democ-
racy," she said in a nationwide
televised address.

Murmu, 64, is India’s first
President to be born after
Independence.

The first tribal President of
India, Murmu said, "On 15
August 1947, we cut the shack-
les of Colonial rule. While cel-
ebrating the anniversary of
that auspicious day, we salute
all the freedom fighters. They
sacrificed everything so that we
can all breathe in a free India."

The President also touched
on August 14 being observed as
'Partition Horror
Remembrance Day' saying its
purpose was to promote social
harmony, human empower-
ment and unity.

Congratulating the coun-
trymen on the occasion,
Murmu said that "in celebrat-
ing Independence Day, we cel-
ebrate our ‘Bharatiyata’. "

"India is full of diversity.

But, we all also have something
in common. It is this common
thread that binds us together
and inspires us to walk togeth-
er with the spirit of 'Ek Bharat,
Shreshtha Bharat'," she said in
her speech which was first
delivered in Hindi followed by
English.

Asserting that India’s econ-
omy is growing, she said that
the country’s "economic devel-
opment is all-inclusive and
regional disparities too are
reducing."

She also pointed out that
when the world has been "bat-
tling the economic conse-
quences of the great crisis,
India got its act together and is
now moving forward."

The President praised the
Government and the policy-
makers for "beating global
trends and helping the econo-
my flourish."

The President said that
India launched the biggest vac-
cination drive in human histo-
ry with vaccines manufactured
in the country itself. “Last
month we crossed the 200-
crore mark in cumulative vac-
cine coverage. In combating
pandemics, our achievements
have been better than those of
many developed countries,"
she said.

Mentioning that farmers

and labourers deserve credit for
the country’s robust economy,
Murmu said “The country’s
economic growth has become
more inclusive, with narrower
disparities. The National
Education Policy (NEP) and
digital India initiative played a
major role here.”

"Apart from the economy,
we also focus on welfare mea-
sures too, such as housing and
tap water schemes,” she said.

While detailing
Government policies and their
aim to reduce disparity and
encourage equality, Murmu
said “keyword for India today
is compassion for the down-
trodden, the needy and for
those on margins,” the
President further said.

Asserting that the source of
the country’s new confidence is
youngsters, farmers, and
women, Murmu said, “Gender
inequalities are reducing and
women are breaking many
glass ceilings. Women have
made a mark in the Panchayati
Raaj system too. Our daughters
made us proud in the recent
Common Wealth Games
(CWG) as well. They are
becoming fighter pilots and
space scientists.”

The President said the
country will realize all the
"dreams" seen by freedom

fighters for an Independent
India, by 2047 and the youth
would help fulfill the country’s
full potential.

"By the year 2047, we will
have fully realized the dreams
of our freedom fighters. We will
have given a concrete shape to
the vision of those who, led by
Babasaheb Bhimrao
Ambedkar, drafted the
Constitution," she said.

She also welcomed the
Government’s decision to cel-
ebrate 'Janjatiya Gaurav Divas'
on November 15 every year.

“Our tribal superheroes
are not just local or regional
icons but they are a source of
inspiration for the entire
nation," she said. Touching on
the need to protect nature and
the environment, she said “We
need to preserve our environ-
ment and water resources, for
future generations. 

Looking after nature has
been a part of our civilization
and we should continue that,”
Murmu said before concluding
her address.

The Independence Day
celebration comes at a time
when India, like most coun-
tries, is seen to be coming out
of the grim shadows of Covid-
19, which crippled normal life
and marred economic activities
after its outbreak in 2020.
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‘Shaheedi Smarak’ to be built in Kurukshetra
in memory of martyrs of partition
PNS n CHANDIGARH

In the memory of those who
were martyred at the time of

partition, Haryana Chief
Minister Manohar Lal Khattar
on Sunday said that a world-
class ‘Shaheedi Smarak’ will be
built by Panchnad Smarak
Trust near Pipli in Kurukshetra
district.

This ‘Shaheedi Smarak’
should be recognized at the
national level, for which every
section of the society should

ensure their contribution, said
the Chief Minister.

“I will also make a contri-
bution on personal level and on
behalf of the State Government
for the construction of this
‘Shaheedi Smarak’,” said Khattar
while speaking at the state-level
programme to observe
Partition Horrors
Remembrance Day held in
Kurukshetra on Sunday.

The Chief Minister earlier
inaugurated two exhibitions
organized by the Information,

Public Relations and Languages
Department and Haryana
Sahitya Akademi where the
memories of partition were
put on display through pho-
tographs, cartoons, and news
stories. In his inaugural
address, Khattar said that India
will be completing its 75 years
of independence on August 15,
which is certainly a joyous
and proud occasion but with
the sweetness of freedom, the
country had to also bear the
trauma of partition.

Punjab’s two cops get President’s Police Medal for
Distinguished Services, 14 for Meritorious Services
PNS n CHANDIGARH

Punjab’s two cops have been
awarded with the

President’s Police Medal for
Distinguished Service,
announced by the Union

Ministry of Home Affairs on
the eve of 75th Independence
Day on Sunday. Besides, the
names of 14 other officers or
officials have also been
announced for the Police
Medal for Meritorious Service
(PMMS).

Recognising the outstand-
ing services of the Punjab
Police, the MHA has
announced the names of the
Punjab Police officers or offi-
cials to be awarded with the
President’s Police Medal for
Distinguished Service
(PPMDS) and Police Medal for
Meritorious Service (PMMS).

Punjab’s Bureau of
Investigation (BOI) director B
Chandra Sekhar, and Inspector
General of Police (IGP),
Intelligence, Jatinder Singh
Aulakh have been awarded
with the President’s Police
Medal for Distinguished
Service.

Similarly, six PPS officers,
including AIG Zonal CID
Amritsar Varinder Singh, DCP
Law and Order Amritsar
Parminder Singh Bhandal, DSP

IRB Ludhiana Daljit Singh,
DSP Commando Battalion
Bahadurgarh Sanjeev Kumar,
DSP PRTC Jahan Khelan Harjit
Singh and DSP CID Jalandhar
Harbhajan Lal are among 14
officers or officials have been
selected for the Police Medal
for Meritorious Service.

Remaining officials
includes Inspector Raj Kumar,
SI Sampuran Singh, SI Rajesh
Kumar, SI Ram Darshan, SI
Chander Parkash, SI Sakandar
Singh, ASI Manjit Singh and
ASI Prit Pal Singh.

The state Director General
of Police (DGP) Gaurav Yadav,
congratulating the awardees,
expressed gratitude to the
Union Ministry of Home
Affairs for recognising the ser-
vices of these officers and
boosting the morale of the
entire Punjab Police force.

“Such recognition plays a
significant role in encouraging
the Police force to work with
more dedication and devo-
tion, which is very much
required in a border state hav-
ing manifold security chal-

lenges,” he said.
PUNJAB GOVT TO HON-
OUR 7 WITH PARMAN
PATRA FOR THEIR
COMMENDABLE WORK

Punjab Government has
selected seven personalities,
who have done commendable
work in various fields, to be
honoured with Punjab
Government Parman Patra-
2022. “These personalities will
be honoured with gold medal,
shawl, and a signed certificate
while being awarded the
Punjab Parman Patra,” said
the government spokesperson.
Those selected to be honoured
with Punjab Government
Parman Patra includes
Bathinda-resident Ramesh
Kumar Mehta, Patiala’s Pran
Sabharwal, Amritsar’s Hargun
Kaur, Patiala’s Amarjit Singh,
Patiala’s Jagjit Singh Dardi,
Ropar’s Jasmin Kaur, and the
senior consultant at Punjab
Government’s Administrative
Reforms Department
Jasminder Pal Singh.

Punjab rresumes ‘‘Shaheed-ee-AAzam
Bhagat SSingh SState YYuva AAward’

PNS n CHANDIGARH

Punjab Government, on the
eve of the country’s 75th

year of Independence, has
decided to resume the
‘Shaheed-e-Azam Bhagat
Singh State Yuva Award’ —
lying defunct since long.

“The aim to restart this
award is to make the youth a
partner in the state’s develop-
ment besides empowering

them. The Yuva Bhavan, con-
structed at Chandigarh for the
youth, is being also renovated
and revived as the Centre of
Excellence for youth,” said the
state’s Sports and Youth
Services Minister Gurmeet
Singh Meet Hayer, after a
meeting held at the Directorate
of Youth Services at Sector-42
Yuva Bhavan.

Hayer said that the State
Government is making con-
tinuous efforts to disseminate
the ideology of Shaheed-e-
Azam Bhagat Singh and pre-
pare the youth for taking lead-
ership role in the state. This
award carries a cash amount of
Rs 51,000, a medal, a scroll, a
blazer and a certificate.

The Minister said that
Shaheed-e-Azam Bhagat
Singh State Yuva Award is
given to two youths, between
the age of 15 to 35 years, from
each district of the State. “The
required instructions have
already been given to the
Youth Services Department.
The Youth welfare activities,
NCC, NSS, social services,
cultural activities, sports,
tracking, national unity, blood
donation, awareness against
drugs, educational merit,
heroic deeds, scouts and guid-
ing and adventure activities
are the criterion for the
bestowing of award,” he said.

BRIEFS
HARYANA CM HOISTS NATIONAL FLAG AT HIS
RESIDENCE

Chandigarh: Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar while ensuring his pivotal participation in the coun-
trywide celebrations being held under the 'Har Ghar Tiranga'
campaign today hoisted the National flag at his residence Sant
Kabir Kutir. Chief Minister also greeted the people of the state
on the eve of Independence Day. Khattar said that the National
Flag is the pride of every Indian. All the citizens of the coun-
try feel proud of hoisting the National Flag at their homes,
while calling upon the countrymen to hoist the tricolour at
their homes from August 13 to 15. 

AGRI EXPERTS DWELL ON EMERGING CHALLENGES,
SOLUTIONS OF KHARIF CROPS

Chandigarh: “Cultivation of maize, mustard and moong
need to be promoted in a big way across the country and this
must be accompanied by adoption of modern technology in
the agriculture sector,” said ICAR deputy director general
(Agriculture Extension) and Centre’s Agriculture
Commissioner Dr AK Singh, while speaking during an Indian
Agricultural Research Institute (ICAR) consultation meet on
‘Emerging challenges in plant protection of major kharif crops’
n Sunday. Instead of focusing on wheat and rice, cultivation
of 3Ms – maize, moong, and mustard – should be promot-
ed as it can help the country in attaining self-sufficiency and
at the same time help in enhancing the income of the farm-
ers, he opined. 

PUNJAB SOCIAL SECURITY DEPT TO HOLD PENSION
CAMPS ENMASSE ON AUG 17

Chandigarh: To facilitate every beneficiary in Punjab, the
Department of Social Security, Women and Child
Development is holding pension camps enmasse on August
17 across the State. Convenience camps are being set up at
different places to extend the benefits of pension schemes to
the needy citizens of the State, said the Minister in-charge Dr
Baljit Kaur, while appealing to the eligible citizen that he or
she can come to Suwidha camp and submit his or her appli-
cation form by fulfilling necessary conditions as per gov-
ernment’s instructions. Similar convenience camps will be
organized at different places in the state on every Wednesday
in the month of August and September this year. 

PUNJAB EXTENDS DATE TO SUBMIT APPLICATIONS
FOR DCCS’ PRESIDENT, MEMBERS UP TO AUG 16

Chandigarh: The last date for submission of applications
(Online and Hard Copy) for three posts of Presidents in the
District Consumer Commissions of Fazilka, Pathankot, and
Malerkotla, besides seven posts of members in the districts
of Kapurthala, Fazilka, Pathankot and Malerkotla, has been
extended up to August 16, 2022 till 5 pm. Spokesperson said
that the new appointments would strengthen the
Commissions’ functioning which was formed to promote and
protect the rights of consumers as per the Consumer
Protection Act 1986. 

PUNJAB VB NABS HEAD CONSTABLE RED-HANDED
ACCEPTING RS 20,000 BRIBE

Chandigarh: Punjab Vigilance Bureau has arrested a Head
Constable (HC) Karaj Singh, posted at police station Zira,
Ferozepur district, taking bribe of Rs 20,000. Spokesperson
said that the accused HC Karaj Singh was arrested on the com-
plaint of Karaj Singh from village Dhandian, tehsil Zira, who
alleged that a mining case has been registered against his broth-
er at police station Zira and the investigation in-charge HC
Karaj Singh was demanding Rs 30,000 from him not to arrest
his brother in this case but the deal has been struck at Rs
20,000. 

MITRA FLAGS OFF PATTERN CYCLOTHON TO MARK
AZADI KA AMRIT MAHOTSAV

Chandigarh: The CEO of Chandigarh Smart City
Limited, Anindita Mitra, on Sunday flagged off Pattern
Cyclothon organized by LEO Club Chandigarh in association
with MCC, CSCL, and Tourism Department on the occasion
of celebrating 75 years of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav. The rally
started from Rose Garden and culminated at New Lake, Sector
42, Chandigarh. Mitra said that the aim of the event was to
encourage the spirit of freedom, empowerment, and unity as
well as highlight the importance of reducing carbon footprint
under cycle4change initiative. 

HARYANA DGP FLAGS OFF 'HAR GHAR TIRANGA'
BIKE RALLY IN PANCHKULA

Chandigarh: Haryana DGP PK Agrawal on Sunday
flagged off a bike rally which was organised by Haryana Police
under ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ campaign in Panchkula. DGP said
that this year when we are celebrating the 75th anniversary
of India’s Independence, 'Har Ghar Tiranga' is also being orga-
nized to enhance patriotism and make every Indian aware
about the love and respect for our ‘Tiranga’. He also called
upon the citizens to participate in this initiative by hoisting
the Tiranga in their homes and offices.

I, Army No. JC 247840P 

RIS S.I Meetei  of (Unit)HQ 16 (I) 

ARMD BDE C/o 56 APO declare 

that in my service record my 

Son's name is wrongly entered 

as Soibam Chingkheingannba 

Meetei instead of Soibam 

Chingkheinganba Meitei vide 

affidavit dated 10-08-2022 before 

Notary Pathankot, Punjab. 

I, Ganesh Paraji 

Damodhare S/o Paraji R/o 

Gautam Nagar, Super Market, 

Parbhani District Parbhani, State 

Maharashtra, Pin -431401 

declare that in my Army Service 

Record, my wife name and Date 

of birth are wrongly recorded as 

Panchshila & 04.02.1983 

respectively. Her correct name is 

Panchashila Ganesh 

Damodhare & DOB is 

02.09.1979.  

I, Rekha Rani W/O Service 

NO.4001964A HAV. Surinder 

Singh R/O Vill.Chibber PO.Sarti 

Teh.Dharkalan Distt. Pathankot 

(Punjab) Declare that in My 

Husband Service Records My 

Name Wrongly Written is Rekha 

Kumari. Kindly Correct it as 

Rekha Rani. Vide Affidavit 

NO.AM 653752 Before Executive 

Magistrate, Dharkalan Distt. 

Pathankot (PB). 

I, Rekha Rani W/O Service 

NO.4001964A HAV. Surinder 

Singh R/O Vill.Chibber PO.Sarti 

Teh.Dharkalan Distt. Pathankot 

(Punjab) Declare that in My 

Husband Service Records My 

Date of Birth Wrongly Written is 

18.01.1980. Kindly Correct it as 

12.03.1978. Vide Affidavit 

NO.AM 653751 Before Executive 

Magistrate, Dharkalan Distt. 

Pathankot (PB). 

       

 ,    , 

      

        

       

       

       

  ,   

       

      

   

I, Deepti Rani Sahoo 

W/o Bikram Kumar Sahoo 

R/o H.No.32, 1st Floor, 

Krishna Homes, Dashmesh 

Enclave, Dhakoli in my son's 

Devang Sahoo school record 

father name B.K.sahoo 

wrongly entered. His father 

correct name is Bikram 

Kumar Sahoo. 

I, No. JC-491405K Rank 

Sub Roshan Lal Unit 4 JAT 

C/o 56 APO.Have Changed 

my Daughter Name from KR 

Pramilla To Pramila Kumari in 

my Service Record. 

I, Lakhbir Kaur Sandhu 

D/o Bachittar Singh W/o Assa 

Singh Sandhu R/o Vpo. 

Jhatra Teh-Zira (Ferozepur) 

Punjab, India, changed my 

name to Lakhvir Kaur. 

I, Komalpreet Kaur W/o 

Harjinder Singh Cheema R/o 

Vpo. Dhainthal Teh-Samana 

(Patiala) Punjab, changed my 

name to Komalpreet Kaur 

Cheema. 

I, Maan Singh S/o 

Karnail Singh R/o Maste 

Wala (Ferozepur) changed 

my minor son name from 

Yadhwinder Singh to 

Yadwinder Singh. 

I, Sarbjit Kaur W/o 

Ranjit Singh R/o Jaura 

(Ferozepur) changed my 

name to Sarabjit Kaur. 

I Jyoti Bala D/O Nek 

Ram And W/O Manoj Sharma 

R/O V.P.O-Mamoon, Tehsil-

Pathankot, Mamoon, 

Gurdaspur, Punjab-145001, 

Have Changed My Name To 

Jyoti Sharma. 

I Chhinder Pal S/O 

Darshan Singh R/O Ward No-09, 

Mohalla Dherian, Shahkot, 

Jalandhar, Punjab-144702, Have 

Changed My Name To Shinder 

Pal. 

I Prem Kumar Batra S/o 

Buta Ram Batra R/o H.No-1882, 

Chandigarh Road, Sector-32A, 

Focal Point, Ludhiana, Punjab-

141010, have changed my name 

to Prem Batra. 

I Rakesh Kumar S/O 

Roshan Lal R/O Kathgarh, 

Nawanshahr, Punjab-144522, 

Have Changed My Name To 

Rakesh Sharma. 

I Kewal Ram S/O Sunder 

R/O Rupewali, Jalandhar, 

Punjab-144701, Have Changed 

My Name To Kewal Singh. 

I Gagan Nayyar S/o 

Kundan Lal R/o Arvind Nagar, 

Bathinda road, Kotkapura, Distt 

Faridkot have changed my name 

to Gagan Kumar Nayyar. 

I Major Singh S/o Pal Singh 

R/o Dhani Sham Singh Vill 

Ghanga Kalan Tehsil Jalalabad 

West District Fazilka have 

changed my name Major Singh 

to Mejar Singh. 

I Kamal Preet S/o Nishan 

Singh R/o Vill Basti Sham Singh 

Wali (Swah Wala) Tehsil 

Jalalabad West District Fazilka 

have changed my name Kamal 

Preet to Kamalpreet Singh 

Sandhu. 

I Tarsem Lal S/o Mulakh 

Raj R/o Pakka Kale Wala Tehsil 

Jalalabad West District Fazilka 

have changed my name Tarsem 

Lal to Tarsem Kumar. 

I Amandeep D/o Tarsem 

Kumar R/o Pakka Kale Wala 

Tehsil Jalalabad West District 

Fazilka have changed my name 

Amandeep to Aman. 

I Manjit Singh Son Of Taru 

Ram R/O Vpo Khamachon Tehsil 

Banga  Distt Sbs Nagar 144505 

Pb Have Changed My Name 

From Manjit Singh To Randhir 

Singh. 

I Ravinder Singh S/O 

Paramjeet Singh R/O Vill. 

Bholluwala Distt. Ferozepur 

Have Changed My Name To 

Ravinder Singh Khosa.  

I, Kamlesh  Wd/o No. 

3169702F Ex Sepoy Dharambir 

Singh resident of  H No. 957/35 

Janta Colony, Rohtak  (Haryana)  

declare that in my husband’s 

Army record/PPO my name is 

written as Kamlesh, where as in 

my daughter Matric Certificate 

my name recorded is Kamlesh 

Devi. That names  Kamlesh  (as 

per service documents) and 

Kamlesh Devi   (As per my 

daughter Matric certificate) 

pertain to one and same person. 

Vide Affidavit dated  Aug 2022  

before Notary Public Rohtak. 

I, Hardeep Kaur Lally W/o 

Narinder Singh R/o Vill. Raiwal 

Bet, Po. Lohian Khas, Teh. 

Shahkot, Jalandhar Have 

Changed My Minor Daughter 

Name From Sukhmani To 

Sukhmani Kaur (Surname as 

Kaur). 

I, Balbir Ram S/o Hari Ram 

R/o Vill. Kahanpur, Raipur 

Rasulpur, Jalandhar Have 

Changed My Name From Balbir 

Ram To Balvir Ram. 

I, Pritpal Singh S/o Mohan 

Singh R/o 11B/173, New Ekta 

Nagar Tower Wali Street, 

Jalandhar-144009 have changed 

my name to Pritpal Singh 

Mankoo. 

Classifieds
PUBLIC NOTICE

CHANGE OF NAME

The Pioneer does not take 

responsibility for the contents 

for the advertisement (Display 

/ Classified) carried in this 

newspaper. The Paper does 

not endorse the same. 

Readers are requested to 

verify the content on their own. 

Disclaimer

Classified Advertisement  

Contact: 9417419351 
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday remem-

bered ‘Partition Horror
Remembrance Day’, saying the
day “reminds the nation of the
suffering and sacrifices of
Indians”. 

In tune with the PM, the
BJP held peace rallies and pro-
grammes across the country to
mark the occasion and hit out
at the Congress for allowing the
Partition. The BJP carried out
a silent march led by party
president JP Nadda at ‘Jantar
Mantar’ in the national Capital
to observe ‘Partition Vibhishika
Diwas’.

In a tweet, the PM said,
“Today, on ‘Partition Horrors
Remembrance Day’, I pay
homage to all those who lost
their lives during the Partition,
and applaud the resilience as
well as grit of all those who suf-
fered during that tragic period
of our history.”

Last year, Modi declared
that August 14 would be
remembered as ‘Partition
Horrors Remembrance Day’
every year to remind the nation
of the sufferings and sacrifices
of Indians during the Partition
in 1947.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah also paid homage to
lakhs of people who he said suf-

fered the brunt of the Partition
in 1947 on the occasion of
‘Partition Horrors
Remembrance Day’.

In a series of tweets, Shah
said, “The Partition of the
country in 1947 is that inhu-
man chapter of Indian history
which can never be forgotten.
The violence and hatred of the
Partition claimed millions of
lives and displaced innumer-
able people.”

He added that this day
will remind the young gener-
ation about the torture and
pain suffered by people during
the Partition and will continue

to inspire countrymen to main-
tain peace and harmony in the
nation.

The BJP targeted the
Congress without naming it on
the day in a video clip and
sought to know why the
Partition could not be prevent-
ed by those who were in charge
then.

The BJP’s video featured
Cyril John Radcliffe, whose
partition map split Punjab and
Bengal almost in half, question-
ing how a person who had no
knowledge of Indian cultural
heritage was allowed to divide
India in merely weeks.

Significantly, the video
which narrated the Partition
story had visuals of the first
Prime Minister of the country
Jawaharlal Nehru appearing
frequently as the voice-over
continued recounting the hor-
rors of the partition.

“Those who had no knowl-
edge of India’s cultural heritage,
civilisation, values, pilgrim-
ages, in just three weeks, they
drew the border between peo-
ple living together for cen-
turies”, the video said.

“Where were those people
at that time who had the
responsibility of fighting

against these divisive forces?”,
the BJP tweeted along with the
video.

The party has been organ-
ising exhibitions on the issue at
various party offices and other
places from August 12 to 14.

A six-member committee
was set up to ensure the
implementation of the idea
across the country, which
consisted of national gener-
a l  secretar y  Dushyant
Gautam,  former Union
Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan,
Narendra Rana, Anirban
Ganguly, Priti Gandhi and
Shakti Singh.
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The Army has found the
mortal remains of one of its

soldiers after 38 years in the
Siachen glacier.  The soldier has
been identified as Lance Naik
Chandra Shekhar. He was
reported missing after an
avalanche hit his team on the
world’s highest battlefield.

A patrol team on Saturday
found the remains of Shekhar
in an old bunker at the Siachen
glacier at a height of more than
16,000 feet.  An identification
disc around the neck of the
skeleton helped the army ascer-
tain his identity.  

The soldier served in the
19 Kumaon Regiment and

hailed from Haldwani,
Uttrakhand.  He is survived by
his wife and two daughters.

Giving details of the recov-
ery, sources also said his elder
daughter was eight years old
and the younger one only four
when the mishap took place.
Several retired soldiers of his
unit and family members are
likely to attend the ceremony
when his mortal remains arrive
in Haldwani.

The mishap took place in
1984 shortly after the Indian
army was deployed at the
Siachen glacier.  Shekhar was
part of a team asked to capture
Point 5965, an important fea-
ture that the Pakistanis were
eyeing. The 19 Kumaon regi-
ment unit was one of the first

to take part in actions when the
Indian army was deployed at
the glacier.

Shekhar’s unit had halted
for the night when an
avalanche hit it.  Eighteen per-
sonnel, including an officer
Second Lieutenant P S Pundir,
were killed, sources said.  While
the mortal remains of 14 were
found, five were missing.

Shekhar’s body was found
by a patrol team, they said,
adding in summer months the
teams fan out at the glacier to
locate the missing soldiers.

In the past too, the
patrolling teams have found
remains of missing soldiers
there. Harsh weather and
avalanches have taken the lives
of nearly 900 Indian soldiers

since Operation Meghdoot,
the name given to deployment

at Siachen glacier began in
1984.
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Billionaire investor, the ‘Big
Bull’ of the Indian market,

and Akasa Air co-founder
Rakesh Jhunjhunwala passed
away on Sunday, following a
cardiac arrest.

He was 62 and is survived
by his wife Rekha
Jhunjhunwala and daughter
Nishtha and two twin sons
Aryaman and Aryaveer.

Jhunjhunwala, who was
the 36th richest person in the
country as per the Forbes’
2021 list and had a net worth
of around $5.8 billion, was
brought dead to the Breach
Candy Hospital in Mumbai at
6:45 A.M on Sunday.

His health had deteriorat-
ed over the past few weeks, and

he was being treated for kid-
ney-related ailments and
ischemic heart disease. The
hospital certified that cardiac
arrest was the cause of his
death.    

Jhunjhunwala, who had
lived his life king size, had sev-
eral vices. He had gone on
record way back in 2013, say-
ing: “I don’t have good habits.
I smoke like a chimney, drink
like a fish, eat like a pig. I
don’t exercise. Yes. My health

worries me”.
He had recently teamed

up with ex-Jet Airways CEO
Vinay Dube and former
IndiGo head Aditya Ghosh to
launch Akasa Air, a low-cost
airline. The airline took to the
skies last week. He was seen
in a wheelchair at the launch
of Akasa Air. The airline cur-
rently has two aircrafts with
an additional order for 70
more planes and flies to three
cities.

�������	�
�
��������

���
	���
��	�������

���������������� -.-!� 

The ruling BJP walked away
with several crucial portfo-

lios like Home, Finance,
Housing, Revenue, and Rural
Development in the Ministry
allocations made belatedly by
Chief Minister Eknath Shinde
on Sunday in Maharashtra.

While Deputy Chief
Minister  Devendra Fadnavis
(BJP) has been vested with
plum portfolios like Home,
Finance & Planning, Law &
Justice, Water Resources,
Energy, Housing and Protocol. 

Chief Minister Shinde will
handle the traditional Urban
Development, GAD, IT, PWD
(Public Projects), Transport
and other departments.

In the portfolio allocations
made by the Chief Minister five
days after he expanded his
Cabinet on August 9 through
the induction of 18 new
Ministers, BJP Minister
Radhakrishna Vikhe-Patil was
allocated Revenue, Dairy
Development and Animal
Husbandry, while Sudhir
Mungantiwar was given

Forests, Cultural Affairs and
Fisheries.  Chandrakant Patil
was handed Higher &
Technical Education, Textiles
and Parliamentary Affairs port-
folio. Dr Vijaykumar Gavit was
allocated Tribal Development,
while Girish Mahajan  was
given Rural Development,
Panchayati  Raj,  Medical
Education, Sports & Youth
Welfare. Mangal Prabhat
Lodha was allocated Tourism,

Skil l  Development &
Entrepreneurship, Women &
Child Development.

Ravindra Chavan was
given Public Works (exclud-
ing Public Enterprises), Food
& Civi l  Supplies  and
Consumer Protection, while
Atul Save got Cooperation,
Other Backward & Bahujan
Welfare. Suresh Khade was
allocated the Labour depart-
ment.
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The Congress on Sunday
alleged that the real intent

of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to mark August 14 as
‘Partition Horrors
Remembrance Day’ is to use
the traumatic events as fodder
for his current political battles.

Congress general secre-
tary, communications, Jairam
Ramesh said the tragedy of the
Partition, cannot be misused to
fuel hate and prejudice.

He said the politics of hate
will be defeated and the
Congress will continue its
efforts to unite India while
upholding the legacy of
Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal
Nehru, and Sardar Vallabhai
Patel.

“The real intent of the PM
to mark August 14 as ‘Partition
Horrors Remembrance Day’ is
to use the most traumatic his-
torical events as fodder for his
current political battles. Lakhs
upon lakhs were dislocated
and lost their lives. Their sac-
rifices must not be forgotten or
disrespected,” Ramesh said in
a series of tweets.

“The tragedy of the
Partition cannot be misused to

fuel hate and prejudice. The
truth is Savarkar originated
the two-nation theory and
Jinnah perfected it. Sardar Patel
wrote, ‘I felt that if we did not
accept the Partition, India
would be split into many bits
and would be completely
ruined’,” he also said.

The Congress leader also
asked, “Will the PM also recall
today Syama Prasad
Mookerjee, the founder of the
Jan Sangh, who championed
the Partition of Bengal against
the wishes of Sarat Chandra
Bose, and who sat in free
India’s first Cabinet while the
tragic consequences of the
Partition were becoming evi-

dent?”
Alleging that the “modern-

day Savarkars and Jinnahs” are
continuing their efforts to
divide the nation, Ramesh said
the Indian National Congress
will uphold the legacy of
Gandhi, Nehru, Patel and many
others who were untiring in
their efforts to unite the nation. 

“The politics of hate will be
defeated,” he asserted.

Pakistan was carved out as
a separate country after the
division of India by the British
in 1947. Millions of people
were displaced and many lakhs
of them lost their lives in the
communal violence that fol-
lowed.
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The police in Scotland on
Sunday said they are inves-

tigating an online threat,
believed to be from Pakistan,
made to Harry Potter author JK
Rowling in the wake of her sup-
port for Mumbai-born writer
Salman Rushdie following his
stabbing at a literary event in
New York state.

Rowling, 57, shared screen-
shots of a Twitter message stat-
ing: “Don’t worry, you are
next”. The same Twitter
account, believed to be based in
Pakistan, also posted messages
praising the man who attacked
Rushdie, 75, on stage at the
event in New York state.

“We have received a report
of an online threat being made
and officers are carrying out
enquiries,” Police Scotland said.

In her Twitter post,
Rowling had said she felt “very
sick” at the news about
Rushdie’s attack and hoped he
would recover, to which she
received the threatening reply.

She shared a screenshot of
the threat, writing: “To all send-
ing supportive messages. Thank
you. Police are involved (were
already involved on other
threats).” The Edinburgh-based
author has previously faced
threats over her stance on
women’s rights issues and police
have investigated similar threats.
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The Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR)

has received 31 bids from man-
ufacturers showing interest in
developing vaccines against
the monkeypox virus after the
medical body floated the
Expression of Interest (EOI) for
the development of vaccine
and diagnostic kits.

According to the source, of
the total 31 bids, eight compa-
nies have submitted the EOI for
the vaccine development while
23 firms showed interest
towards the development of
kits. The ICMR had invited the
EOI last month after its lab

National Institute of Virology
(NIV), Pune isolated the mon-
keypox virus strain. However,
no company has been award-
ed the tender yet and it is cur-
rently under evaluation, the
source added. The manufac-
turers would develop the vac-
cine through a public-private
partnership.

The EOI was invited by
experienced vaccine manufac-
turers and in-vitro diagnostic
(IVD) kit manufacturers for
joint collaboration in develop-
ing vaccine candidates against
monkeypox.  The last date for
submission of EOI was August
10. “ICMR-NIV Pune has suc-
cessfully isolated and cultured
the Monkeypox virus strain

from the samples of infected
Indian patients. Genomic
sequence of the Indian strains
has 99.85% match with the
West African strain circulating
globally,’’ said the official. 

There are two known types
(clades) of monkeypox virus —
one that originated in Central
Africa and one that originated
in West Africa. The current
world outbreak (2022) is
caused by the less severe West
African clade. As per the EOI,
the ICMR reserves all the
Intellectual Property Rights
and Commercialisation Rights
on the Monkeypox virus iso-
lates and its method/protocols
for purification, propagation
and characterization.  
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On the occasion of
Independence Day, police

personnel from Jammu and
Kashmir bagged  108 police
medals for gallantry (PMG), the
most among States and Union
Territories of the total 347 gal-
lantry awards.

The CRPF personnel
bagged the maximum number
of medals with 109 gallantry
awards in serving regions like
Jammu and Kashmir and
Maoist-affected areas.  As many
87 personnel and officers won
President’s Police Medals for
Distinguished Service. 

Various categories of ser-
vice medals, including for gal-
lant action, have been awarded
to 1,082 police personnel from
CAPFs and state forces, said the
Ministry of Home Affairs in a
statement said Sunday.

“Among the majority of the
347 Gallantry Awards, 204 per-
sonnel are being awarded for
their gallant action in Jammu &
Kashmir, 80 personnel for their
gallant action in Left Wing
Extremism affected areas, and
14 personnel for their gallant
action in North-East Region. 

Among the personnel
receiving Gallantry Awards,
109 are from CRPF, 108 are
from J&K Police, 19 are from
BSF, 42 are from Maharashtra,
15 are from Chhattisgarh, and
the remaining from the other
States/UTs and CAPFs,” said
MHA. 

Among them, 347 have
been awarded police medal for
gallantry (PMG), 87 President’s
police medal for distinguished
service, and 648 given police
medals for meritorious ser-
vice.

Out of the 347 gallantry
awards, 204 personnel are being
awarded for their gallant action
in Jammu and Kashmir, 80 for
displaying bravery in Left Wing
Extremism or Naxal violence-
affected areas, and 14 person-
nel for showing bravery in
North-East Region, the Union

Home Ministry said.  CRPF IGs
Padmakar Santu Ranpise,
Rajesh Kumar, CISF IG Hem
Raj Gupta, SSB IGs Pankaj
Kumar Darad, Pradeep Kumar
Gupta,  BSF IG Bhupendra
Kumar Mehta, and DIGs Indraj
Singh, Kamaljit Singh Banyal,
Binay Kumar Jha were among
the 87 persons won the
President’s Police Medals for
Distinguished Service. 

Intelligence Bureau’s Joint
Directors Rajiv Ahir, Sunita
Kakran and Balbir Singh also
got the President’s Medal.  Delhi
Police’s Assistant
Commissioners Pancham
Chand and Shivaji Chauhan
also won the prestigious
President’s Police Medals for
Distinguished Service. 

The Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) has received the
maximum gallantry medals at
109, followed by 108 to the J&K
Police, 19 to the Border Security
Force (BSF), and six each to the
Indo-Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP) and Sashastra Seema Bal
(SSB). Within the state police
forces, 42 gallantry medals have
been given to Maharashtra, 15
to Chhattisgarh for the anti-
Maoist operations. 

Ghulam Rasool Bhat,
Jatinder Singh, Faiz Mohd, and
Allah Din Khatana of the
Jammu and Kashmir Police
have been awarded the Police
Medal for Gallantry for their
counter-terrorism operation on
March 23, 2021, in the Shopian
district that saw protests from
locals. 

The terrorist was neutral-
ized in an hours-long complex
operation. During the opera-
tion, "a huge number of mis-
creants had gathered from near-
by villages and started pelting
stones on security forces fol-
lowed by sloganeering against
them," reads the citation.

"These teams displayed
utmost tolerance and kept the
miscreants at bay. In this
process, a few men of the law &
order team got minor injuries.
After a thorough search, bod-
ies of 04 terrorists of LeT out-

fit and their arms/ammuni-
tion were recovered from the
site and the operation was
called-off,” said the citation. 

Twenty Indo-Tibetan
Border Police (ITBP) force per-
sonnel have been awarded var-
ious service medals, including
for bravery, on the occasion of
Independence Day. 

The decorations include
six police gallantry medals,
three President's police medals
for distinguished service, and
11 police medals for meritori-
ous service, ITBP spokesperson
Vivek Kumar Pandey said.
Sashastra Seema Bal’s  (SSB)
personnel got 20 awards includ-
ing six medals for President’s
Police Medals for Distinguished
Service. 

Those awarded the bravery
medals include Assistant
Commandants (ACs) Prabhat
Mukul Martin Minz and Amit
Kumar, Assistant Sub Inspector
Kuldip Raj, Head Constable
Hamesh Kumar and Constables
Brahm Chandra and Shakti
Kumar. They have been award-
ed for undertaking two separate
operations against Naxals in
Chhattisgarh, the spokesperson
said. 

Seventy BSF personnel
have been conferred with Police
Medals which includes19 Police
Medals for Gallantry,
05President’s Police Medals for
Distinguished Service, and
46Police Medals for Meritorious
Service. “Constable Kishan
Kumar Dubey of 119 Bn BSF

made the supreme sacrifice in
the line of duty while defend-
ing an FDL in Distt - Kupwara
(J&K) on  July 9, 2015, during
unprovoked firing by Pak
troops. For meticulous opera-
tional planning, exemplary
courage, and operational acu-
men, Ct Kishan Kumar  Dubey
has been awarded Police Medal
for Gallantry (Posthumously). 

“During the intervening
night of 7/8th August 2016,
troops of156 Battalion BSF
while deployed in FDL
Bhuriwala in Jammu Kashmir,
noticed the movement of heav-
ily armed militants trying to
infiltrate into own side. 

Party challenged the mili-
tants which further lead to an
encounter in which SI
MahendraYadav, HC Chandra
Pal Singh, CT (Cook)
BananSaha made the supreme
sacrifice in the line of duty.
Own party also neutralized
one militant and recovered a
huge quantity of Arms and
Ammunition from the
encounter site. 

For the meticulous opera-
tional planning, exemplary
combat audacity, operational
acumen, and flawless conduct
of operation, SI
MahendraYadav, HC Chandra
Pal Singh, CT (Cook)
BananSaha have been awarded
Police Medal for Gallantry
(Posthumously) and Ct
HarikeshMeena awarded with
Police Medal for Gallantry,”
said BSF quoting the citation.
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The People’s Anti-Fascist
Force (PAFF), believed to

be an affiliate of Pakistani ter-
ror group Jaish-e-Mohammad
(JeM), has taken responsibili-
ty for the attack on an army
camp in Rajouri in Jammu
early on Thursday in which
four soldiers lost their lives and
two terrorists were liquidated
in the operation.  

The PAFF has issued two
separate video messages claim-
ing responsibility for the attack
and warned of more such
attacks to achieve its objective
of internationalizing the
Kashmir issue.  

In one of the videos, a man
with his face blurred warns to
escalate attacks against the
security forces which he
dubbed as “Hindutva Forces”.

“With Rajouri attack, we
began such an operation. We
will gradually calibrate to such
a level that the international
community knows that
Kashmir is still a war zone,” the
man in the video warned. 

The outfit further warned
that it is determined to not
allow India to conduct any G-
20 meeting in Kashmir and that
it will do anything and every-
thing to stop this.

Besides hard military
attacks, the outfit has exhort-
ed the Kashmiri diaspora to
raise the issue diplomatically
and engage as many foreign
governments as possible to
highlight the issue.  

Four Army jawans were
killed in the terrorist attack on
an Army camp in the Rajouri
district of Jammu early on
Thursday, just four days ahead
of Independence Day. Both
the terrorists involved in the
attack were gunned down in
the four-hour gunfight that
ensued.
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To prevent any dissatisfac-
tion within its allies in the

new Mahagathbandhan
Government led by Nitish
Kumar, a formula has been
worked out for allotting
Ministerial berths.  

A  coordination commit-
tee will also be formed to take
up issues raised by the alliance
partners and ensure that dif-
ferences do not come into the
public domain and are sorted
out internally.

Sources said the formula
worked upon is one
Ministerial berth to a party per
every 4 MLAs. This  means
that the major partner RJD led
by Deputy CM Tejashwi Yadav
will have a greater share with
18 ministers followed by
Nitish’s JDU with 12 berths. 

The Congress will end up
with four Minister berths. The
Grand Alliance at present
comprises seven parties —
JD(U), RJD, Congress,
CPIML(L), CPI, CPI(M) and

HAM, which together have
more than 160 MLAs in the
243-member Assembly. 

Congress state in-charge
Bhakta Charan Das said the
party as of now will get three
Ministers, with 2 taking oath
on August 16 and others to be
inducted in the next exercise.
If the above formula worked,
then Congress may get an
additional berth later.

The Left parties will not
join the Government and
extend outside support. The
Left block has 16 members in
the Assembly. The Nitish-led
M a h a g a t h b a n d h a n
Government will go on for a
floor test on August 24.

Das said the Congress
MLAs who will become the
Ministers are yet to be decid-
ed. "We will finalise the names
of our legislators who will be
part of the Nitish Kumar
Cabinet on Monday," he said. 

While Nitish is in touch
with Tejashwi, JD(U) president
Lalan Singh reached Delhi to
meet RJD patriarch Lalu
Yadav. 
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The Army was awarded one
Kirti Chakra, the second

highest peacetime gallantry
medal, besides eight Shaurya
Chakra (third highest)on the
occasion of Independence Day.  

Two of the Shaurya
Chakras out of eight were
awarded the medal posthu-
mously.  All nine medals were
given for the gallant actions of
the soldiers in Jammu and
Kashmir.

Giving details here on
Saturday, officials said the Kirti
Chakra was awarded to Naik
Devendra Pratap Singh.  The
Shaurya Chakra awardees
include MAJOR NITIN
DHAANIA, MAJOR AMIT
DAHIYA, SENA MEDAL

MAJOR SANDEEP
KUMAR, MAJOR ABHISHEK
SINGH, HAVILDAR GHAN-
SHYAM and LANCE NAIK
RAGH VENDRA SINGH.
The posthumous awardees are
SEPOY     KARN VEER
SINGH and GUNNER     JAS-
BIR SINGH.
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There was bloodshed every-
where... Every  other per-

son on the train was mourning
the loss of a loved one," says 94-
year-old Kailash Rani, recalling
the day she and her family were
forced to flee their home in
Pakistan's Rawalpindi during
Partition.

"Some of our close relatives
accompanying us were killed in
cold blood by some youths,"
Rain said here on Sunday. The
independence of India from
British colonial rule in 1947
coincided with Partition that
triggered widespread commu-
nal violence and resulted in an
insurmountable refugee crisis.

Rani said her husband,
Suraj Prakash, a businessman,
faced communal violence and
mindless hate before the fam-
ily decided to leave Rawalpindi
for somewhere safe.

"We were well settled and
our family was very prosperous
living in a posh colony there.
Suddenly, riots erupted and we
were forced to leave," the nona-
genarian said. She said the sit-

uation was so bad at that time
that they could not  take any
valuables with them.

"We buried all our gold
ornaments in the corner of our
house hoping to collect them
after a few years once the situ-
ation would return to nor-
mal."Unfortunately, we have
not been able to visit our
ancestral house in 75 years. We
don't even know if our house
in Rawalpindi still exists," she
said.

Rani said she and her fam-
ily managed to reach the rail-
way station and boarded a
train headed to India."There
was chaos, fear and looting on
the train. The train was over-
loaded with refugees. Thank
God we reached Ambala safe-
ly," she said.

Like millions of others who
were displaced during
Partition, Rani and her family
members had to rebuild their
lives from scratch.

Initially, they lived in tents
along with other families at
Baldev Nagar Camp in Ambala
city."Later, we were shifted to
mud houses. 
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BJP national president J P
Nadda on Sunday  partici-

pated in a silent procession here
in remembrance of India's
Partition in 1947 and the
tragedy associated with it.

The procession from Jantar
Mantar to Connaught Place
also saw the participation of
Union ministers Piyush Goel
and Anurag Thakur, BJP vice
president Vaijayanti Panda, the
party's Delhi unit president
Adesh Gupta and ex-Union
minister Harsh Vardhan,
among others.

Holding the national flag,
the participants marched silent-
ly to  mark the Partition
Horrors Remembrance Day,
paying homage to people who
died during Partition. Pakistan
was carved out as a Muslim
country after the division of

India by the British colonial
rule in 1947. Millions of peo-
ple were  displaced and lakhs
of them lost their lives in the
communal violence that fol-
lowed.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had announced last year
that August  14 will be
observed as 'Partition Horrors
Remembrance Day' in memo-
ry of the struggles and sacri-
fices of people.India will cele-
brate its Independence Day
on Monday. ��������������
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India has not only been
decked in tricolour hues in

the lead up to the 76th
Independence Day celebra-
tions, but also put under a
heavy security blanket, right
from Delhi, the epicentre of the
mega celebrations, to Jammu
and Kashmir. The police
machinery across states has
been put on vigil to ensure that
the celebrations are not ham-
pered in any way.  

In Delhi, where Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will
be addressing the nation from
the ramparts of the historic Red
Fort, security has been stepped
up with Delhi Police deploying
more than 10,000 personnel to
guard the Mughal-era monu-
ment. 

From facial recognition
system (FRS) cameras installed
at the entry point of the Red
Fort to multi-layered security
cover and deployment of over
400 kite catchers and fliers on
rooftops and other sensitive
locations in the fort area to
counter any threats from sub-
conventional aerial platforms -
- the area is under hawk-eye
vigil.

With nearly 7,000 invitees
expected to attend the event at
the Red Fort, a five-kilometre
area around the monument has
been marked as "no kite flying
zone'' till the tricolour is hoist-
ed. Dependra Pathak, Special
Commissioner of Police (Law
and Order), had said provisions
of Section 144 have already
been instituted in Delhi.

Anti-drone systems from
Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO)and other security
agencies have also been
installed, police said. In the

financial capital of the country,
Mumbai, several law-enforcing
units have been deployed to
man the streets of the metrop-
olis along with anti-drone sys-
tems, an official said.     

According to the official,
while there was no specific
input in view of Independence
Day, as a matter of routine,
security of vital installations
had been increased and offi-
cials have been asked to con-
duct spot visits."We are con-
ducting anti-sabotage checks.
Since Wednesday, 'operation all
out' is underway comprising
checking of hotels, vehicles
and road barricading. Action is
being taken against history-
sheeters and those externed,"
the official added.

The official also anticipat-
ed crowding as the country is
celebrating Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav to mark 75 years of
Independence.   

In Kashmir, where the
main function will be held at
the Sher-e-Kashmir Cricket
Stadium with Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha pre-
siding over it, drones, snipers
and policemen in plain clothes
have been deployed for sur-
veillance.

Vehicle checking has been
intensified, according to offi-
cials, while police and para-
military forces have been
deployed in strength at many
places in the city and elsewhere
in the Valley to thwart any
attempts by militants to disrupt
the celebrations.

Random search of vehicles
and frisking of people is also
being carried out at several
places in the Valley, they said.
Sharp shooters have been
deployed at all high-rise build-
ings around the stadium to pre-
vent any untoward incidents.

$�� � �������� 

Independence Day is an occa-
sion to remember the valiant

freedom fighters whose
courage and sacrifice brought
us freedom and the builders of
modern India, Vice President
Jagdeep Dhankhar said on
Sunday.

As India celebrates "Azadi
ka Amrit Mahotsav", it is time
to recall and retell the inspir-
ing stories of the great revolu-
tionaries and freedom fighters
to encourage the younger gen-
eration to imbibe the virtues of
patriotism, sacrifice and ser-
vice, he said.

In his message on the eve
of 76th Independence Day, the
vice president said as we cele-
brate the immense progress
made over the last 75 years, "let
us not forget how hard-won
our freedom is."

"Independence Day is an
occasion to remember and pay
tribute to those valiant freedom
fighters whose courage and
sacrifice brought us freedom
from the oppressive colonial

rule," he said. Dhankhar said
this day is also an occasion to
pay our gratitude to the
builders of modern India
whose hard work and dedica-
tion laid the foundation of a
sovereign, stable and strong
republic. 

"Today, India is a
country brimming with poten-
tial, surging ahead on the path
of all round development... On
this Independence Day, let us
renew our pledge to uphold the
civilisational ethos of 'Bharat'
and constitutional values and
rededicate ourselves to further
gallop towards building an
inclusive, progressive and pros-
perous India," he said. 
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Union Minister Sarbananda
Sonowal on Sunday assert-

ed that India is well equipped
to handle any kind of chal-
lenges that may arise in the
wake of Sri Lanka allowing a
high-tech Chinese 'research'
ship to dock in its waters. 

His statement comes a day
after the island nation said
that it has allowed a Chinese
military ship to anchor at the
Hambantota port from August
16 till 22 for "replenishment
purposes," amidst  India's con-
cerns over the presence of the
vessel in the neighbourhood.  

"We are well equipped and
well prepared to handle any
kind of situation effectively
under the dynamic leadership
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. 

That is clear," Sonowal
said.  The Minister of Ports,
Shipping and Waterways was
responding to a question from
reporters here. To another
query regarding Indian cargo
ships depending on Colombo
port, which acts as a trans-
shipment hub in the Eastern

coast, he  said, "The Ministry
is very much committed to
developing a transshipment
hub on the Indian coasts. We
have declared it earlier also."
Chennai Port Trust Chairman
Sunil Paliwal intervened to
say, India 

already responded strong-
ly on the issue relating to the
Chinese ship and cautioned
that "security situation of a
country should not be dis-
cussed like this."

On the development of
infrastructure at Ports across
the country, the Union
Minister said, "We have already
started to develop our infra-
structure in Paradip,
Vishakapatnam and also in
Chennai Port. We are also
planning to develop infra-
structure in Tuticorin port..."

Sonowal said his Ministry
has planned to set up a new
fishing harbour in Paradip
Port, Vishakapatnam and also
Chennai Port 'within a short
span of time'.

"We have already sanc-
tioned Rs 99 crore to Chennai
(Port Trust) for  the fishing har-
bour", he said.
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Punjabis to get atta under Ghar-Ghar
Ration scheme in single phase from Oct 1
PNS n CHANDIGARH

Armed with the resolute will
to provide ration at the

doorstep of the people, the
State Government shall under-
take the home delivery service
of atta from October 1 this year.
The scheme shall be imple-
mented across the State in a sin-
gle phase. For the purpose, the
entire state has been divided

into eight zones.
“Under the scheme, the

Government shall offer, to every
beneficiary enrolled
under NFSA, the
option of home
delivery of atta. Any beneficia-
ry, who wishes to physically col-
lect his entitlement of wheat
from a Fair Price Shop (FPS),
shall have an option of ‘opt-out’
through a suitable IT-interven-
tion freely available to him.

The delivery cycle of distribu-
tion shall now be changed from
quarterly to monthly cycle,”

said the state Food,
Civil Supplies, and
Consumer Affairs

Minister Lal Chand Kataruchak.
The home delivery service

shall introduce the concept of
Mobile Fair Price Shops (MPS)
— which shall be a transport
vehicle, preferably fitted with
GPS facility and cameras to live

stream the handing over of atta
to the beneficiary, said the
Minister adding that it shall
mandatorily have the facility of
weighing scales in order to sat-
isfy the customer about the
weight of the atta before it is
delivered.

An MPS shall enjoy a status
similar to the ‘Fair Price Shop’
under the NFSA. Only MPS
shall offer the facility of home
delivery of Atta.

Punjab Police busts Pak-ISI backed module
intending to carry out terror attack on I-Day
PNS n CHANDIGARH

Punjab Police on Sunday
claimed to have thwarted yet

another possible terrorist attack,
a day ahead of Independence
Day, by busting a Pak-ISI
backed terrorist module with
the arrest of four members
associated with Canada-based
gangsters.

The accused were associat-
ed with Arshdeep Singh alias
Arsh Dala and Austraila-based
gangster Gurjant Singh alias
Janta. They were apprehended
from Delhi during the intelli-
gence-led operation, carried
out by the Counter-Intelligence
unit of Punjab Police with the
help of Delhi Police.

The Police have also recov-
ered three hand-grenades (P-
86), one IED, and two 9 mm
pistols along with 40 live car-
tridges from the possession of
arrested persons, said Punjab
Director General of Police
(DGP) Gaurav Yadav on
Sunday, adding that this is the
third such module of cross-bor-
der smuggling of arms and
explosives that has been busted
by the Punjab Police 2in less
than a week. Those arrested
have been identified as Deepak
Sharma of Moga; Sandeep Singh
of Ferozepur; Sunny Dagar of
Delhi; and Vipin Jakhar of New
Delhi, where all of them were
taking shelter.

DGP said that following
reliable inputs that associates of

Arsh Dala are being harboured
by Vipin Jakhar at his accom-
modation in Goyla Khurd vil-
lage in New Delhi, teams of
Punjab Police's SSOC Mohali
along with Dwarka Police con-
ducted a raid at their premises
on Friday, and managed to
arrest them after recovering
two 9mm pistols (foreign-
made) along with 40 live car-
tridges.

“Working on the leads
obtained during the questioning
of the arrested persons, the
police teams have also recovered
one IED and three hand-
grenades on Saturday from the
locations pinpointed by them in
Punjab,” he said, adding that the
arrested accused also revealed
that they were being tasked by
Arsh Dala to execute criminal
activities in areas of Delhi and
Punjab ahead of Independence
day to disrupt the peace and
harmony.

The investigations, so far,

revealed that Deepak Sharma,
who is a history-sheeter and was
wanted by the Punjab Police in
two cases including of murder
of Moga-based Jaswinder Singh
alias Jassi, who was killed in
March-2022, and another for
firing on the house of Panchayat
Secretary of Village Dala, Moga
in June 2022, said DGP Yadav.
He added that the accused
Sandeep, who recently came
back to India from Dubai, had
provided logistic support to
Deepak to carry out firing at the
house of Panchayat Secretary.

The state police chief said
that the accused Sunny Dagar,
who is out from jail on parole,
is an active member of Neeraj
Bawana Gang and Tillu
Tajpuriya gang active in Delhi
and NCR region and has been
facing various cases of heinous
crimes including murder,
attempt to murder, extortion,
theft etc.Sunny Dagar was pro-
viding hideouts to Deepak

Sharma and Sandeep Singh in
Delhi and nearby areas, while
accused Vipin Jakhar was pro-
viding financial and logistical
support to the other arrested
and was involved in facilitating
the movement of the accused
from one hideout to another, he
added.

Meanwhile, the Police have
procured remand for five days
of all the arrested persons after
producing them at the local
Mohali Court on Saturday.

PROCESS ON TO
EXTRADITE GANGSTER
ARSH DALA

Canada-based Arsh Dala, a
native of Dala village in Moga,
is a notorious gangster involved
in various criminal activities in
Punjab and abroad, and is most
wanted by the Punjab Police.
His involvement had also
emerged in various targeted
killings that took place in the
border state of Punjab, besides,
in cases of supplying militant
hardware including RDX, IEDs,
AK-47 and other arms and
ammunition to modules in the
state after getting them import-
ed from Pakistan.

DGP Yadav said that the
Punjab Police has initiated the
process to extradite him from
Canada, and soon, he will be
brought to India. Notably, the
Red Corner Notice against Arsh
Dala has already been issued in
May 2022.

Ration scheme
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Sir — What an excellent way to start 
the 75th platinum jubilee independence
year (from 15th August 2022 onwards).
Around 1 crore students in Rajasthan set
a world record by singing patriotic songs
(in the presence of world records officials
from London, England) by singing songs
such as "Sare jahan se accha...", " Vande
maataram...", national anthem "jana gana
mana..." for 25 minutes, (at Sawai
Mansingh stadium in Rajasthan). 

This must be declared the 1st wonder
of this excellent world. Because of har-
mony, inspirational acts, and good words
of peace and unity. However, this should
be followed by good deeds and good
implementation. Congratulations to all the
1 crore participants and the entire India
too. Let every nation emulate other nations
only in good things. Not just words, but
speedy implementation too. 
Sahasra Nivriti Vislesha | Secunderabad 
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Sir — The Supreme Court made it clear
that political parties cannot be banned on
the pretext that they distribute freebies.
Though it maintained that it is a financial
strain on the country's economy.

The BJP and our PM are now talking
about Freebies and now say that the free-
bies are akin to 'revdi culture'. They have
forgotten that BJP has promised 15 lakhs
to give freely to every person and afterward
they said that it is an election jumla. The
party which tried to fool the public with
promises which were not fulfilled is now
talking against the freebies. What about
BJP boasting that it is giving free ration to
80crores people with their fund, is it not
freebies?

The freebies situation has now esca-
lated into a full-fledged political crisis.
According to AAP MP Sanjay Singh, the
central Government committed bank
frauds of around 12,40,000 crores and
waived off loans of Rs crores of rupees to
corporate friends. He further said that if
the government would not waive off

loans to corporate persons then there
would have been no necessity in increas-
ing the GST on essential commodities. Is
waiving loans of corporates, not a freebie
and Revdi culture?

We have to make a distinction. If offer-
ing free education, free healthcare, or free
power is a freebie?

These political parties should seek the
trust of voters only on those promises
which are possible to be fulfilled. The
Supreme court's stand on this issue is thus
laudable.

Zeeshaan | Kazipet 
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Sir — At his funeral, the pathetic sight of
his inconsolable mother and the relatives
of our soldier Lakshman killed by the ter-
rorists must have moved the hearts of even
strong-willed persons.

It is unfortunate that invariably every
day we are losing our valiant soldiers in our
army camps in Jammu and Kashmir to ter-
rorist attacks. If we count the number of
precious lives of our army men lost right

from the Pulwama massacre to date, the
figure will be nothing but alarming. 

While abrogating Article 370 to do
away with the special status given to
Jammu and Kashmir and dividing Jammu
and Kashmir into three states, the ruling
dispensation assured that this move would
bring the curtain down on any more ter-
ror attacks. Alas! The subsequent terror-
ist attacks that are frequent now and the
death of our soldiers regularly have dis-
proved this assurance given by the
Government. The government might have
taken such a move with good intentions
but the results appear unproductive.

One wonders how the government is
going to stall the gruesome death of our
poor soldiers at the hands of the terrorists.
It is time some serious action is initiated
by the government to stall the sacrifice of
our soldiers at the altar of those hard-core
terrorists.

Tharcius S Fernando | Chennai
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SOUNDBITE

out, there was tension. India,
as brought up by the Nehru
government, was the oppo-
site. India and Pakistan were
bracketed together.

When war came, as in
1947, 1965, and 1999 with
Pakistan, the question on
most lips was: who would
win? Why should there have
been any questions? For a
Pakistan chess team to indi-
cate to the world in Chennai
that Islamabad does not still
accept that Kashmir is an
integral part of India is a show
of defiance. It is the result of
74 years of inaction or weak
action. To offer only one
blunder of inaction as an
example was the Simla
Conference of 1972 between
Indira Gandhi and Zulfikar
Bhutto following the 1971
war. It was settled between
the two leaders that the Line
Control, that divides Kashmir
and its part that Pakistan
had gobbled up in 1947/48,
would be the international
border. There was to be no
dispute in Kashmir left after
India returned the 93,000
prisoners of war taken in
Bangladesh the previous year.

We promptly returned
the prisoners but let the LOC
be until Bhutto could consol-
idate his position in his coun-
try. He had become prime
minister only after the 1971
war ended. If this is how we
run foreign affairs, instead of
Armed Suation, India would
be known for its Disarmed
Suation and be pushed about
by any of its neighbours and
adversaries; not to say that the
current government in Delhi
is pursuing such a weak-
kneed policy. To this day not
a single POW has remained
in India. The LOC is as it was.

How our government
mishandled the China policy
from the beginning until
1962 is well known but there
was a way out even after all
the mishandling. Our officers
knew in the first few days that
the Indian forces had not
been prepared or equipped to
be able to cope with either the
enemy or the terrain or the
cold weather. Moreover, any
additional troops that the
Army could send up to the
mountains were going to be
wearing their flimsy woolen
pullovers, thin socks, and no

gloves and many of the sol-
diers had no better than can-
vas shoes. How on earth
could such ill-equipped
troops fight?

The logic of this situation
was to think. Any enemy
who wishes to conquer and
keep territory would nor-
mally launch his attack in
spring and not autumn. The
Chinese invasion com-
menced on the 20th of
October 1962. The opportu-
nity for India was to withdraw
to the plains of Assam where
the terrain, the weather, and
the clothes would be conge-
nial. The Chinese would have
had to occupy the Arunachal
or NEFA then hillside
through the bitter cold.
Meanwhile, our Army would
have gained time and got
more ready and capable for a
spring battle in conditions
more of our choosing. But we
did not do any of this and
were slaughtered flat-footed
or were caught frostbitten.

(The writer is a well-
known columnist, an author
and a former member of the

Rajya Sabha. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Pakistani rulers suffer
from several obsessions;
the Olympic torch pass-
ing through Srinagar

before eventually reaching
Chennai is one of many. How
unfortunate that so many of
their aspiring chess players were
denied the opportunity to play
on this world platform at the
recent Olympiad at Chennai.
This was a fleeting whim but
now to trade with India is a
chronic denial of so many need-
ed items. Why? Presumably to
teach India a lesson. Just because
India and Pakistan were born
simultaneously, in August 1947,
Islamabad has taken it for grant-
ed that the two countries are
comparable if not equal. How
presumptuous to believe that a
country and its rulers are, more
or less, equal to a neighbour
seven times larger. What is more
remarkable is that India, at least
until 2014 when the BJP came to
power, also played along with
the Pakistani mania of compa-
rability, if not equality. Irritated
by this mania, an Indian writer
wrote that when a lion treats a
rat as an equal, what else do you
expect the world to feel? Perhaps
take the lion to be a cat! The
damage done to India’s image
over the years was far greater.

An expert on Strategy:
Edward Luttwak years ago inno-
vated the concept of Armed
Suation which, if pursued, would
make one’s country appear
stronger than it was. His
favourite example was pre-
World War II Italy which was
then widely believed to be the
most powerful air power in
Europe. Foreign affairs become
easier to conduct with Armed
Suation than without it. The
most recent example was that of
China which appeared too pow-
erful to be challenged in Taiwan.
But when Nancy Pelosi, the
Speaker of the U.S. House of
Representatives decided to visit
Taipei, against Chinese wishes,
and did visit, the Chinese gov-
ernment could not do anything
to prevent her. But until her air-
plane landed in Taipei, she
attended the required official
functions in the city and flew
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Last month, the YSR Congress elec-
ted Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister
Jagan Mohan Reddy as its chief for
lifetime. In China, Xi Jinping has

such credentials. India is a democracy.
China is a one party nation and a totalita-
rian state. What kind of democracy the YSR
Congress fosters is not just the business of
Jagan Mohan Reddy, but also of those who
have stakes in the Indian democracy.

The president of the Rashtriya Janata
Dal has invariably been from within the
Lalu Prasad Yadav family. Same is the case
with the Samajwadi Party. Similar is the
story of the Shiromani Akali Dal, the Shiv
Sena, the Telangana Rashtra Samithi, and
some others. On a closer look, the Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam also fits in the same
slot. Even the Congress presents no diffe-
rent story in the last few decades.

The Representation of the People’s Act
has failed to stop some political parties
becoming family-owned enterprises. India
abolished the practice of Zamindari in 1951.
Yet, their political avatars have mushroomed
in many states, carving out territories by
cashing in on identity politics, to imprison
democracy to a few families.

At a time when India celebrates 75 years
of Independence, while the world applauds
the depth and diversity of democracy, law-
makers must introspect that under their
watch the political zamindari has taken a
large space, which should have otherwise
been with the genuine leaders, who would
have come from the political grinding to
command leadership of a large base of the
population.

That makes it incumbent for radical
reforms to be carried out immediately by
holding discussions with stakeholders in a
time-bound manner to blank out any
prospect of any family usurping a political
party.

To put this to effect, the RPA Act can
be suitably amended to prohibit a person
from holding more than two terms of the
post of the president of a political party. It
should also be ensured that when that per-
son leaves the post, it cannot be held by any-
one who has family relations with him for
not less than 10 years.

There is no denying the fact that poli-
tics in the country has become more
caste-centric. This calls for a review of the
reserved seats for the Lok Sabha, State
Assemblies, Zila Panchayat and Local
Bodies. Why should only a scheduled caste
or tribe politician represent a reserved seat,
and what stops a general category politician
from working for such constituencies who
have been disadvantaged for decades.

The Directive Principle of the Consti-
tution and the teachings of Mahatma
Gandhi call for social amity, and politics is
the foremost means of achieving such aims.
The aims for Samajik Samrasta (social inclu-
siveness) make it incumbent to shuffle
reserved seats without attaching them to
demographic profile, while also not impact-
ing on the number of such seats. This will
bring true inclusiveness. This will make the
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candidates from the reserved con-
stituencies win from the general
seats, which will boost their politi-
cal profiles, and also make them take
up more meaningful roles in the
socio-economic progress of the
nation than just being stereotyped
as an SC or ST leader.

The reforms should also aim for
provisions which will ensure that
there is a larger participation of the
political workers from the disadvan-
taged sections of the society in the
Indian democracy to genuinely
address aspirations of all the sec-
tions.

The Election Commission can
be mandated to shuffle the reserved
seats in each election so that there
is a larger pool of leaders available
to serve the nation in the true spir-
it of social democracy.

In this context, reforms should
also take a closer look at the partic-
ipation of women, scheduled caste
and tribe leaders in all wings of
democracy, and statutorily ensure
that anomalies are addressed.

More than 90 per cent of the
political workers are not known to
have any means of livelihood. Still,
they aren’t seen begging anywhere,
and rather they move around in
sports vehicles. This is the story
from Gram Panchayat to State cap-
itals and the national capital. People
don’t pay much attention to their
means of income, taking for grant-
ed that they must be hailing from
well-off family backgrounds.

This brings to the attention the
backgrounds of the likes of Akhi-

lesh Yadav or Aditya Thackeray, for
there’s no public records to show
their sources of incomes to justify
their lavish lifestyles. They are
prominent names of Indian politics,
but there would be millions of
political workers who never had
enough education to find jobs and
so they found it convenient to join
politics.

This is indeed India’s paradox
that we aspire for the country to be
free from corruption but the life and
breath of democracy are ensured by
an army of workers who have no
known sources of incomes. They
may engage in ways which may not
be appropriate for their livelihoods,
while also incurring necessary
expenditure on behalf of their
political parties.

This again calls for deep reforms
in electoral politics, and we should
not be apologetic to admit that we
need to pay a respectable salary to
a political worker who is working
full time. This salary has to be paid
by political parties, but they have to
be bound under the suitable law,
which should be auditable by a gov-
ernment agency, with the oversight
to be vested with the Election
Commission. That will be the seri-
ous attempt to get rid of political
corruption, as it will also pave the
way for a close monitoring of the
assets of the political leaders.

Additionally, the Election
Commission must breathe fresh air
and admit that there is no rational-
ity in the expenditure ceilings in the
Lok Sabha and the Assembly elec-

tions, and also on the grounds of the
geography, as well as the size of the
constituencies. There must be ratio-
nalization of expenditure ceilings,
for this again is a ground for mas-
sive electoral corruption, as dummy
candidates are put up to cover
additional expenses of candidates,
besides also being the reasons for
more vices in the election system in
the country.

In the 1990s, the political lead-
ers brainstormed about India of the
21st century. We have been two
decades old in the 21st century and
our electoral democracy remains
rugged and outdated, not rising to
the challenges of the new era,
where the people are educated,
besides being aspirational, along
with India aiming to take a promi-
nent position on the high table in
the international arena.

Until we shake off the dust that
the electoral democracy has gathe-
red over several decades, no genuine
gains can go to the deserving peo-
ple. India at 75 must ensure that
anyone with fire in his or her belly
to serve the nation can join politics
without worrying for his or her
livelihood and progress in politics.  

Indian democracy must
become attractive to skilled people
such as those who have domain
expertise of law, international rela-
tions, economy, social science, arts,
informational and technology and
so on. India at 75 must also be of
skilled and honest politicians, and
zero tolerance for the new-age
zamindars. 

(The author is 
Director, Public Policy

Research Centre.)

The 75th Independence
Day holds a lot of signif-
icance for the pharmaceu-

tical industry in India. Over the
past few decades since India’s
Independence, the industry has
witnessed immense growth and
emerged as one of the leading
providers of drugs/medicines to
countries worldwide.

From being non-existent in
the 1970s to supplying crucial
drugs to more than 200 coun-
tries in the fight against the pan-
demic, the Indian pharmaceu-
tical industry has shown its
prowess in its commitment to
better health of people across the
globe. With the government’s
strong push towards an
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’, several
initiatives both at the business
and policy levels have been
implemented to propel the phar-
maceutical industry towards

further heights.
Presently, the Indian phar-

ma industry caters to more
than 60 per cent of the global
demand for different vaccines as
well as ARV drug supplies, 30
per cent of UNICEF’s annual
supply worldwide and almost
60-80 per cent of UN purchas-
es of medicines come from
India.

Additionally, India also con-
tributes nearly 57 per cent of
APIs and 69 per cent of FPP
(Finished Pharma Products) to
the WHO's Pre-Qualified list.
Furthermore, about 40 per cent
of generics drug requirements in
the US are met by India. All this
is possible due to various initia-
tives that were taken to boost the
domestic pharmaceutical indus-
try. Here’s a look at the signifi-
cant ones that aided in the
strong growth of the industry:

The Patent Act, 1970 
This was the first patent act
introduced after India became
independent. It made the way
for process patents and restrict-
ed patenting of end-products,
which enabled manufacturers to
develop alternative processes
for proprietary products that
were already there in the mar-
ket.

The Drug Policy, 1978
The introduction of this poli-
cy along with the Price Control
Order of 1979 turned out to be
landmark events for the phar-
maceutical industry in India. It
not only enabled the setting up
of a National Drug Authority
but also provided a ‘directional
push’ to the sector. The policy
aimed at increasing the local
production of bulk drugs, pro-
viding leadership to the PSUs,

reducing imports of bulk drugs,
encouraging the growth of the
local industry and reducing the
selling prices of important
drugs along with their formu-
lations.

Hatch-Waxman Act 1984
Even though this Act was passed
in the US, it helped in the pro-
liferation of generic drugs and
assisted a lot in the growth of the
Indian generic industry. The Act
established the economic and
legal foundation for the present-
day generic pharmaceutical
industry.

The 1991 economic reforms
The Indian government in 1991
launched some major econom-
ic reforms and entered the world
of globalisation. The economic
reforms helped in market liber-
alisation, linking the Indian

pharmaceutical industry with
the world economy. It also ensu-
red the end of the ‘License-Raj’,
which allowed the pharma
industry to enjoy more freedom
in the market. This created
more leverage for domestic play-
ers and allowed market compe-
tition to produce better prod-
ucts.By liberalising the economy,
the government increased busi-
ness opportunities in the coun-
try. As a result, a number of
entrepreneurs seized the oppor-
tunities and grew their pharma
business from a small firm to a
big company. Ever since the
inception of these reforms, the
domestic pharma industry has
grown by leaps and bounds
and currently exports medi-
cines and drugs worth $19 bil-
lion throughout the world.

Recently, the Cabinet also
approved two schemes, namely

the Production Linked Incentive
(PLI) scheme and the scheme on
Promotion of Bulk Drug Parks,
to promote domestic manufac-
turing of critical key starting
materials/drug intermediates
and APIs (Active Pharmaceuti-
cal Ingredients) in India.

The government has plans
to develop three mega bulk
drug parks in India in partner-
ship with states. A sum of Rs
3,000 crore has been approved
for this scheme for the next five
years. Under the PLI scheme,
financial incentives will be pro-
vided to eligible producers of
identified 53 critical bulk drugs
on their incremental sales over
the base year (2019-20) for a
period of six years.

The scheme will reduce the
country's import dependence
for critical KSMs/Drug
Intermediates and APIs.

Conclusion
In the recent past, digitisation
has also emerged as a key 
driver for the pharmaceutical
industry, helping to deliver
top-quality and hyper-person-
alized customer experiences
and also improving business
resilience and performance.
Without any doubt, digitisation
will play an active role in dri-
ving agility across the pharma-
ceutical value chain by bring-
ing the sector closer to patients
and doctors. 

Most importantly, the
pharma industry must work
towards further innovation, by
manufacturing effective new
medicines/ drugs for emerg-
ing and unmet healthcare
needs. Steps like these will
enable the industry to trans-
form into an innovation hub
for the future.
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(The author is CEO, 
Entod Pharmaceuticals.)
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Afire ripped through a packed church
during morning services in Egypt's cap-

ital on Sunday, killing at least 41 worship-
pers and injuring 14.

The church quickly filled with thick
black smoke, and witnesses said several
trapped congregants jumped from upper
floors to escape. “Suffocation, suffocation,
all of them dead,” said a distraught witness,
who only gave a partial name, Abu Bishoy.

The cause of the blaze in the Abu Sefein
church in the working-class neighbourhood
of Imbaba was not immediately known. An
initial investigation pointed to an electrical
short-circuit, according to a police statement.

Footage from the scene circulated
online showed burned furniture, including
wooden tables and chairs. Firefighters were
seen putting out the blaze while others car-
ried victims to ambulances. Families wait-
ed for word on relatives who were inside the
church. 

Witnesses said there were many children
inside the building when the fire broke out.

“There are children we didn't know how
to get to them," said Abu Bishoy. "And we
don't know whose son this is, or whose
daughter that is. Is this possible?”

The country's health minister blamed
the smoke and a stampede as people
attempted to flee the fire for causing the fatal-
ities. It was one of the worst fire tragedies
in Egypt in recent years.

Witness Emad Hanna said the church
includes two places used as a daycare for
children, and that a church worker managed
to get many children out.

“We went upstairs and found people
dead. And we started to see from outside that
the smoke was getting bigger, and people
want to jump from the upper floor. ... We
found the children.”

Egypt's Coptic Church and the coun-
try's health ministry reported the casualty
toll. The church said the fire broke out while

a service was underway. The church is locat-
ed in a narrow street in one of the most
densely populated neighbourhoods in Cairo.

Fifteen firefighting vehicles were dis-
patched to the scene to put out the flames
while ambulances ferried casualties to near-
by hospitals, officials said.

President Abdel Fattah el-Sissi spoke by
phone with the Coptic Christian Pope
Tawadros II to offer his condolences, the
president's office said. Sheikh Ahmed al-
Tayeb, Al-Azhar's Grand Imam, also offered
his condolences to the head of the Coptic
church. 

“I am closely following the develop-
ments of the tragic accident,” el-Sissi wrote
on Facebook. “I directed all concerned state
agencies and institutions to take all neces-
sary measures, and immediately to deal with
this accident and its effects.”

Health Minister Khaled Abdel-Ghafar
said in a statement that two of the injured
were discharged from a hospital while 12
others were still being treated.

The Interior Ministry said it received a
report on the fire at 9 a.M. Local time, and

that they found that the blaze broke out in
an air conditioner in the building's second
floor.

The ministry, which oversees police
and firefighters, blamed an electrical
short-circuit for the fire, which produced
huge amounts of smoke. Meanwhile, the
country's chief prosecutor, Hamada el-
Sawy, ordered an investigation and a
team of prosecutors were dispatched to the
church.

Later on Sunday, emergency services
said they managed to put out the blaze and
the prime minister and other senior gov-
ernment officials arrived to inspect the site.

Egypt's Christians account for some
10% of the nation's more than 103 million
people and have long complained of dis-
crimination by the nation's Muslim major-
ity. 

Sunday's blaze was one of the worst fire
tragedies in recent years in Egypt, where
safety standards and fire regulations are
poorly enforced. In March last year, a fire
at a garment factory near Cairo killed at least
20 people and injured 24 more.
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Mexico's president has begun explor-
ing plans to sidestep congress to

hand formal control of the National
Guard to the army, a move that could
extend the military's control over polic-
ing in a country with high levels of vio-
lence. That has raised concerns because
President Andrés Manuel López Obrador
won approval for creating the force in
2019 by pledging in the constitution that
it would be under nominal civilian con-
trol and that the army would be off the
streets by 2024.

Neither the National Guard nor the
military have been able to lower the inse-
curity in the country, however. 

This past week, drug cartels staged

widespread arson and shooting attacks,
terrifying civilians in three main north-
west cities in a bold challenge to the state.

Still, López Obrador wants to keep
soldiers involved in policing, and remove
civilian control over the National Guard,
whose officers and commanders are
mostly soldiers, with military training and
pay grades.

But the president no longer has the

votes in congress to amend the consti-
tution and has suggested he may try to
do it as a regulatory change with a sim-
ple majority in congress or by an execu-
tive order and see if the courts will uphold
that. López Obrador warned Friday
against politicising the issue, saying the
military is needed to fight Mexico's vio-
lent drug cartels. 

But then he immediately politicised
it himself.

“A constitutional reform would be
ideal, but we have to look for ways,
because they (the opposition) instead of
helping us, are blocking us, there is an
intent to prevent us from doing anything,”
López Obrador said.

The two main opposition parties also
had a different positions when they were

in power. 
They supported the army in public

safety roles during their respective
administrations beginning in 2006 and
2012.

When López Obrador was running
for president, he called for taking the
army off the streets. But being in power
— and seeing homicides running at their
highest sustained levels ever — apparently
changed his mind.

He has relied heavily on the military
not just for crime-fighting. 

He sees the army and navy as hero-
ic, patriotic and less corruptible, and has
entrusted them with building major
infrastructure projects, running airports
and trains, stopping migrants and over-
seeing customs.
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Weeks after followers of an
influential cleric stormed

parliament, Iraq's political cri-
sis shows no signs of abating,
despite rising public anger over
a debilitating gridlock that has
further weakened the country's
caretaker government and its
ability to provide basic services.

Iraq's two rival Shiite polit-
ical camps remain locked in a
zero-sum competition, and the
lone voice potentially able to
end the rift - the revered Grand
Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani - has
been conspicuously silent.

For now, hundreds of sup-
porters of Muqtada al-Sadr, a
firebrand Shiite cleric, are still
camped outside the legislative
building in Baghdad, ready to
escalate if their demands are
not met.

Al-Sadr has called for early
elections, the dissolution of
parliament and constitutional
amendments. He has given the
judiciary an end-of-the-week
deadline to dissolve the legis-
lature.

His Shiite rivals in the
Iran-backed camp have condi-
tions of their own. They
accused him of violating the
constitution, prompting
counter-protests that have
spurred fears of bloodshed.
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The brutal attack on noted
author Salman Rushdie

should be a wake-up call for
the West to impose tougher
sanctions against Iran and pro-
scribe the country's elite mil-
itary unit as a terrorist organ-
isation, British prime ministe-
rial hopeful Rishi Sunak said
on Sunday.

The former Chancellor
told ‘The Daily Telegraph' that
attempts to revive the Iran
nuclear deal, known as the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of

Action (JCPOA), may be futile
and therefore it was important
to assess action against Iran's

Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC). 

He spoke as the suspect in
the attack on Rushdie, Hadi
Matar, was on Saturday
charged with attempted mur-
der and assault and remanded
without bail. Preliminary
investigations suggest his sym-
pathies with the Shia extrem-
ism and IRGC.

“The situation in Iran is
extremely serious and in stand-
ing up to [Vladimir] Putin we
can't take our eye off the ball
elsewhere,” Sunak told the
newspaper.
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The UK prime ministerial
race frontrunner, Foreign

Secretary Liz Truss, continues to
hold on to a commanding 22-
point lead over former
Chancellor Rishi Sunak in the
Conservative Party leadership
contest, according to a new sur-
vey of Tory members on Sunday.

In an Opinium poll for
‘The Observer' newspaper of 570
Conservative members with a
vote in the election, Truss is on
61 per cent and the British
Indian former minister is on 39
per cent. With under three
weeks to go before the
September 2 deadline for postal
and online votes to be cast by the
membership to elect a successor
to outgoing Prime Minister
Boris Johnson, Sunak seems to
have closed the gap only slight-
ly in recent days.

“From the moment we
knew the final two candidates,
it has been clear that Truss has
had all the momentum, and our
latest poll sets out just how large
her lead among the party mem-
bers has become,” Chris Curtis
of Opinium told the newspaper.

“With many members hav-
ing already returned their ballot
papers, it is now very unlikely
Truss won't become Prime
Minister in September. It's clear
that Sunak's biggest problem is

trust. While some members
respect his economic arguments,
this hasn't been enough to over-
come the view among members
that he isn't honest or trustwor-
thy enough for the top job, par-
ticularly after he called for
Johnson to go,” he said.

Opinium's detailed ques-
tioning also uncovers a striking
lack of enthusiasm for either
candidate when members are
asked whether they would pre-
fer one of them to Johnson to
run the party and country.
When offered the choice of
Johnson still being in No. 10
Downing Street, or Truss taking
over, around 63 per cent of Tory
members polled said they would
prefer Johnson to be still in
charge against 22 per cent who
wanted Truss. On the other
side, 68 per cent said they would
prefer to still have Johnson than
see him replaced by Sunak,
who was preferred by just 19 per

cent.
The poll also found that

almost three in 10 of the Tory
electorate (29 per cent) had
already voted. Some 47 per cent
said they would definitely be
voting for the candidate they had
opted for. Just 19 per cent said
they had yet to make up their
mind.

Opinium said that while
these findings meant it may still
be possible for Sunak to pull off
a “stunning comeback” to enter
10 Downing Street, but to do so
he would have to win over
almost all the undecideds and
convert a sizeable chunk of
those not fully behind Truss.

The Foreign Secretary's sup-
port is particularly strong among
older Conservative members,
while Sunak's is far higher
among younger ones. For Sunak
the most cited reason was that
he would be better at managing
the economy (22 per cent),
while 10 per cent said they
regarded him as the most com-
petent or intelligent. 

A main reason mentioned
by people who backed Truss was
dislike of Sunak (14 per cent).
The same proportion (14 per
cent) said the Cabinet minister
was more honest and trustwor-
thy, while 10 per cent chose the
fact that she had remained loyal
to Johnson and not called on
him to resign. 
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Salman Rushdie has been
taken off a ventilator and was

able to talk, a day after the
Mumbai-born author was
stabbed, in what US authorities
said was a "targeted, unpro-
voked, preplanned" attack. 

Rushdie, who faced Islamist
death threats for years after
writing "The Satanic Verses",
was stabbed by a 24-year-old
New Jersey resident identified
as Hadi Matar, a US national of
Lebanese origin, on stage on
Friday while he was being
introduced at a literary event of
the Chautauqua Institution in
Western New York.  

"@SalmanRushdie off ven-
tilator and talking! Continued
prayers from all @chq,"
Chautauqua Institution presi-
dent Michael Hill said in a tweet
on Saturday night.

Rushdie's agent, Andrew
Wylie, also confirmed the news
to the US media.

Rushdie, 75, was put on a
ventilator after he was stabbed
by Matar.

Earlier on Saturday, Matar
pleaded not guilty to charges of
attempted murder and assault
at a brief court appearance

where he was denied bail. 
Matar was charged with

attempted murder and assault
in the stabbing of Rushdie and
he pleaded not guilty. He made
his appearance in court, wear-
ing a black-and-white striped
jumpsuit and handcuffed.

Chautauqua County Dis-
trict Attorney Jason Schmidt
provided the details of Rushdie's
injuries in court during Matar's
arraignment Saturday after-
noon.

The author's injuries
include three stab wounds to
the right side of the front of his
neck, four stab wounds to his
stomach, a puncture wound to
his right eye and chest, and a
laceration on his right thigh,
according to the county prose-
cutor.

“This was a targeted,
unprovoked, preplanned attack
on Mr Rushdie,” Schmidt
alleged.

Matar faces up to 32 years
if convicted of both charges,
Schmidt said. The attack on
Rushdie drew shock and con-
demnation from world leaders
and literary stalwarts.

US President Joe Biden
said in a statement on Saturday
that he and First Lady Jill Biden

were "shocked and saddened" to
learn of the "vicious" attack on
the author.

"Salman Rushdie -- with his
insight into humanity, with his
unmatched sense for story, with
his refusal to be intimidated or
silenced -- stands for essential,
universal ideals. Truth.
Courage. Resilience. The abil-
ity to share ideas without fear.
These are the building blocks of
any free and open society. And
today, we reaffirm our com-

mitment to those deeply
American values in solidarity
with Rushdie and all those
who stand for freedom of
expression," Biden said.

"We, together with all
Americans and people around
the world, are praying for his
health and recovery. I am grate-
ful to the first responders and
the brave individuals who
jumped into action to render
aid to Rushdie and subdue the
attacker," he added.

UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres said he is
"appalled" to learn about the
attack on Rushdie. "The
Secretary-General was appalled
to learn of the attack on
renowned novelist Salman
Rushdie," a statement issued on
Friday by his spokesperson
said.

"In no case is violence a
response to words spoken or
written by others in their exer-
cise of the freedoms of opinion

and expression," Guterres said,
conveying his wishes for
Rushdie's early recovery.

European Union foreign
policy chief Josep Borrell
“strongly” condemned the
attack on Saturday night. 

“International rejection of
such criminal actions, which
violate fundamental rights and
freedoms, is the only path
towards a better and more
peaceful world”, Borrell tweet-
ed.

Rushdie lived in hiding
and under police protection for
years after late Iranian leader
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini
put out a fatwa in 1989 calling
for his death in retribution for
his book The Satanic Verses.

A report in The New York
Times said according to pros-
ecutors, Rushdie was stabbed
roughly 10 times in the pre-
meditated attack.

"In court, prosecutors said
that the attack on the author
was premeditated and targeted,"
the report said, adding that
Matar travelled by bus to the
"intellectual retreat in western
New York and purchased a
pass that allowed him to attend"
the talk "Rushdie was to give on
Friday morning".
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Agunman opened fire at a
bus near Jerusalem's Old

City early Sunday, wounding
eight Israelis in a suspected
Palestinian attack that came a
week after violence flared up
between Israel and militants in
Gaza, police and medics said.

Two of the victims were in
serious condition, including a
pregnant woman with abdom-
inal injuries and a man with
gunshot wounds to the head
and neck, according to Israeli
hospitals treating them. 

The shooting happened as
the bus waited in a parking lot
near the Western Wall, the
holiest site where Jews can
pray.

Israeli police said forces
were dispatched to the scene to
investigate. Israeli security
forces also pushed into the
nearby Palestinian neighbour-
hood of Silwan pursuing the
suspected attacker. 

Later on Sunday, police
said the suspected attacker
turned himself in. Police did not
immediately disclose details
about the suspected attacker's
identity.

The attack in Jerusalem
followed a tense week between

Israel and Palestinians in Gaza
and the West Bank.

Last weekend, Israeli air-
craft unleashed an offensive in
the Gaza Strip targeting the mil-
itant group Islamic Jihad and
setting off three days of fierce
cross-border fighting. Islamic
Jihad fired hundreds of rockets
during the flare-up to avenge
the airstrikes, which killed two
of its commanders and other
militants. Israel said the attack
was meant to thwart threats
from the group to respond to
the arrest of one of its officials
in the occupied West Bank.

Forty-nine Palestinians,
including 17 children and 14
militants, were killed, and sev-
eral hundred were injured in
the fighting, which ended with
an Egyptian-brokered cease-
fire. No Israeli was killed or seri-
ously injured.

The Islamic militant group
Hamas, which controls Gaza,
stayed on the sidelines.

A day after the cease-fire
halted the worst round of Gaza
fighting in more than a year,
Israeli troops killed three
Palestinian militants and
wounded dozens in a shootout
that erupted during an arrest
raid in the West Bank city of
Nablus. 
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Adelegation of American
lawmakers is visiting
Taiwan just 12 days after

a visit by US House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi that angered China. 

The five-member delega-
tion, led by Democratic Sen. Ed
Markey of Massachusetts, will
meet senior leaders to discuss
US-Taiwan relations, regional
security, trade, investment and
other issues, the American
Institute in Taiwan said. The
institute represents the U.S.
Government, which does not
have official ties with Taiwan.

China, which claims self-
ruled Taiwan as its territory,
responded to Pelosi's Aug. 2
visit by sending missiles, war-

ships and warplanes into the
seas and skies around Taiwan
for several days afterward. The
Chinese government objects
to Taiwan having any official
contact with foreign govern-
ments, particularly with a high-
ranking congressional leader
like Pelosi.

A Taiwanese broadcaster
showed video of a U.S. Govern-
ment plane landing about 7
p.M. Sunday at Songshan
Airport in Taipei, the Taiwanese
capital. While it wasn't con-
firmed who was on board, the
American Institute issued a
brief statement soon after
announcing the delegation
would be in Taiwan on Sunday
and Monday as part of a trip to
Asia.

The other members of the
delegation are Republican Rep.
Aumua Amata Coleman Rade-
wagen, a delegate from Ameri-
can Samoa, and Democratic
House members John Gara-
mendi and Alan Lowenthal from
California and Don Beyer from
Virginia. Chinese warplanes
have been crossing the midpoint
of the Taiwan Strait on a daily
basis even after the conclusion of
the military exercises, with at
least 10 doing so on Sunday,
Taiwan's Defense Ministry said.

The 10 fighter jets were
among 22 Chinese military
aircraft and six naval ships
detected in the area around
Taiwan by 5 pm On Sunday, the
ministry said on its Twitter
account. 
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Neymar and Paris Saint-
Germain's high-powered
attack put on another

impressive display in a 5-2 win
over Montpellier in the French
league as Kylian Mbappe opened
his account but missed a penal-
ty in his return from a groin
injury. 

Neymar scored twice on
Saturday to take his tally to three
goals in two league games for the
defending champion on a night
when Lionel Messi was held
scoreless. The Brazil striker was
also PSG's best player in presea-
son friendlies as he looks to find
his peak form for the World Cup
in Qatar, which starts in
November. 

PSG also netted five goals in
its league opener and
Montpellier opted for a low
defensive block to deny space for
the hosts. But the pressure was
too much for center back Falaye
Sacko, who diverted Mbappe's
off-target shot into his own net
in the 39th minute. 

Sacko then handled the ball
in the 42nd when Lionel Messi
juggled the ball on a dribbling
run. Neymar wrongfooted Jonas

Omlin to convert the subsequent
penalty for a 2-0 lead. 

PSG capitalized on another
blunder to add a third goal in the
51st. Mbappe blocked Omlin's
pass and found Achraf Hakimi,
whose deflected cross was head-
ed home by Neymar. 

Far from his best level,
Mbappe still found the net with
a flick from a corner in the 69th. 

(Mbappe) is a competitor,
he wants to be good, and he
wants to be good quickly," PSG
coach Christophe Galtier told
Canal Plus. 

"He needs a bit of time to be
100 percent fit. He will make
even more difference when he
will be 100 percent fit."

In his PSG debut, Portugal

midfielder Renato Sanches
rounded off the scoring with a
first-time effort in the 88th.

Omlin pulled off some out-
standing saves to frustrate PSG
for more than 30 minutes. The
Swiss goalkeeper saved a penal-
ty from Mbappe in the 23rd after
Jordan Ferri had handled the
ball. He then turned around the
post a curling free kick from
Messi in the 26th. 

Montpellier scored with a
close-range effort from Wahbi
Khazri in the 58th and a half-
volley from Enzo Tchato in
stoppage time.

Earlier, Rennes' defensive
issues were exposed as it squan-
dered the lead to draw 1-1 with
10-man Monaco. 
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Indian athletes expressed their
elation at being honoured by

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
for their superlative showing at
Birmingham Commonwealth
Games with Nikhat Zareen
gifting him her boxing gloves
and sprinter Hima Das giving
the traditional Assamese
gamocha.

Modi, on Saturday, hosted
the Indian contingent at his res-
idence to felicitate the players.

The Indian athletes pro-
duced a sensational show in
Birmingham, claiming 61
medals, including 22 gold, 16
silver and 23 bronze.

"Honoured to gift the box-
ing gloves signed by all the
pugilists to our honourable
Prime Minister @narendramo-
di sir. Thank you for this amaz-
ing opportunity. A great day
spent with my fellow athletes
who have made the country

proud," Nikhat tweeted. 
The star boxer, world

championship gold medallist,
won the yellow metal in her
weight category at the Games.

Hima wrote on her Twitter
handle, "Elated to receive bless-
ings from our honourable
Prime Minister - Shri @naren-
dramodi Ji, by virtue of
Commonwealth Games 2022.

Fortunate to have presented
him with our traditional gam-
cha, wrapped with immense
gratitude from all of Assam." 

Champion weightlifter
Mirabai Chanu, who won the
gold medal without breaking a
sweat, a year after her historic
silver at the Tokyo Olympics,
thanked the PM for his words
of encouragement. 
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In a clash between two contenders for
European spots, Monaco forward Breel
Embolo pounced on a heavy touch
from goalkeeper Dogan Alemdar to
equalize with a sliding effort in the 73rd.

Rennes striker Gaetan Laborde
opened the scoring by converting a

rebound in the 59th.
Monaco was down to 10 men in the

15th when midfielder Youssouf Fofana
was red-carded for a stamp on Martin
Terrier's ankle. 

"We are extremely disappointed,"
Laborde said. 

"When you play with 11 men against
10 almost the entire game, you must
come away with three points. It was tense
in the dressing room."

Despite its numerical superiority,
Rennes looked shaky at the back.

Embolo proved a magnet for fouls

and Joe Rodon and Arthur Theate were
booked for holding the forward in the
21st and the 23rd, respectively. 

Steve Mandanda also received a yel-
low card in the 31st for catching Embolo
in the face while attempting to punch the
ball away. 
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