7`]]`hfd`_+

/CWT3PX[h?X^]TTa

@A:?:@?'

C4BC8=61>D=30A84B
>5=0C8>=0;C>;4A0=24

UPRTQ^^ZR^\SPX[h_X^]TTa

H@C=5)

D:A08=4?A4I)278=0
<DBC=>C74;?ADBB80

X]bcPVaP\R^\SPX[h_X^]TTa

84/4U8+-*4U*2 )6UYZKJGZ*839*KRNO

>@?6J"!

<0A:4CBA0;;H5>A%C730H)8=E4BC>A
F40;C79D<?B>E4AC "$";2A

=4F34;78C7DAB30H0D6DBC#!!!*?064B

4bcPQ[XbWTS '%#
?dQ[XbWTS5a^\
34;78;D2:=>F 17>?0;17D10=4BF0A
A0=278A08?DA 270=3860A7
347A03D= 7H34A0103E890HF030

m

!C"

;PcT2Xch E^["! 8bbdT ! #
0XaBdaRWPaVT4gcaPXU0__[XRPQ[T

m

219BCD?G
@E<<C?ED
?68E>4B54
!"C@?BD

fffSPX[h_X^]TTaR^\

65dVR]d9VcR]U9B,aRcej 2SSSDUWLHV 7cVVSZVd]VRU
VHHN6&
UHYLHZ
e`VT`UZdRdeVc
f_UVcdZVXVdRjd4`_X
4V_ecVeV]]dD4
RI30/$RUGHU

&RSVRXWVLGH
6RQLD¶VKRXVH
WRGHWHUSURWHVW

³Ad[X]VfX[[Q^^bc
6^ecX]Sd[VX]VX]
_^[XcXRP[eT]STccP´

?=BQ =4F34;78

eeping the heat on the
K
Congress, the Enforcement
Directorate
(ED)
on
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Wednesday “temporarily”
sealed the premises of Young
Indian (YI), a not-for-profit
private limited company, in
the Congress-owned National
Herald newspaper office in
Delhi as part of a related money
laundering probe.
Following the development, the roads to Congress
party headquarters and to the
residences of party president
Sonia and her son Rahul
Gandhi were blocked and
heavy deployment of police
personnel was done there,
prompting the Congress to
claim the party was “under
siege”. However, the barricades
were later removed.
Sonia and Rahul are
among the promoters and
majority shareholders in Young
Indian with both of them having 38 per cent shareholding in
the company. Officials said the
temporary seal had been put in
order to “preserve the evidence” which could not be
collected as authorised representatives of Young Indian
were not present during the
searches on Tuesday.

s many as 17 Opposition
A
parties on Wednesday
expressed “deep apprehen-

BTP[TSH^d]V8]SXP]^UUXRT^]cWT_aT\XbTb^U2^]VaTbb^f]TS7TaP[S7^dbTX]=Tf3T[WX^]FTS]TbSPh

The rest of the premises of
the National Herald office are
open for use, they said.
The notice pasted under
signature of the ED
Investigating Officer of the
rank of Assistant Director outside the YI office space said it
cannot be opened “without
prior permission” from the
agency. The ED team had
emailed the principal officer/in-charge of the office of
the private limited company to
open the premises for carrying
out searches but the response
was awaited, they said.

3HUVRQDO'DWD%LOO
ZLWKGUDZQDIWHU-3&
VXJJHVWVFKDQJHV
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he Government on
T
Wednesday withdrew the
Personal Data Protection Bill
after a joint parliamentary
committee (JPC) suggested 81
changes to it. The Government
said it will come out with a “set
of fresh legislations” that will fit
into the comprehensive legal
framework.
The Bill, withdrawn by IT
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw,
aimed to provide protection of
digital privacy to individuals
relating to their personal data,
specify the flow and usage of
data, and create a relationship
of trust between persons and
entities processing the data.
Vaishnaw moved a motion
in the Lok Sabha to withdraw
the Bill.
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The motion was passed
with a voice-vote and the Bill
was withdrawn.
“The Personal Data
Protection Bill 2019 was deliberated in great detail by the
Joint Committee of Parliament.
81 amendments were proposed
and 12 recommendations were
made towards a comprehensive
legal framework on the digital
ecosystem. Considering the
report of the JCP, a comprehensive legal framework is
being worked upon.
“Hence, in the circumstances, it is proposed to withdraw ‘The Personal Data
Protection Bill 2019’ and present a new Bill that fits into the
comprehensive legal framework,” Vaishnaw said in a statement.
Continued on Page 2

On Tuesday, the ED had
searched a dozen locations,
including the National Herald
office at the Herald House at
Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg near
ITO here, as part of its money
laundering probe in the
National Herald-Associated
Journal Limited-Young Indian
deal.
The National Herald newspaper is published by
Associated Journals Ltd (AJL)
and its holding company is
Young Indian. The National
Herald is registered in the
name of AJL.
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The road to AICC headquarters here was temporarily
blocked. The police said it was
done to avoid any untoward
situation. Congress general
secretary Jairam Ramesh
shared a video showing heavy
police presence outside the
AICC headquarters here and
the road sealed for traffic.
“The Delhi Police blocking
the road to AICC headquarters
has become a norm rather
than an exception! Why have
they just done so is mysterious...,” Ramesh tweeted.
Continued on Page 2

sions” about the long-term
implications of the Supreme
Court verdict that upheld the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA)
amendments, and strongly
pitched for a review.
In a joint statement, the
parties said the judgment will
strengthen the hands of a government that “indulges in political vendetta” to target its opponents in a “mischievous and
malicious manner” and
expressed hope that this “dangerous verdict will be shortlived”.
Among the parties that
have signed the joint statement
are Congress, TMC, DMK,
AAP, NCP, Samajwadi Party,
Shiv Sena, CPI(M), CPI, IUML,
RSP, MDMK, RJD and RLD,
among others.
Some of the leaders who
have signed the joint statement
include Leader of the
Opposition in Rajya Sabha
Mallikarjun Kharge, Sharad
Pawar, Ram Gopal Yadav,

Derek O’Brien, TR Baalu,
Elamaram Kareem, Binoy
Viswam, Kapil Sibal and Narain
Dass Gupta.
The Congress and the Shiv
Sena too tried to raise the
issue of alleged misuse of central investigating agencies by
the Government in the Rajya
Sabha, but chairman M
Venkaiah Naidu disallowed
them from doing so.
Kharge and his colleague
Deepender Singh Hooda, Shiv
Sena’s Priyanka Chaturvedi
and AAP’s Sanjay Singh and
Raghav Chadha gave notices
under rule 267 but they were
not admitted. “You know my
position. These are all notices
not worth to be taken up under
267,” Naidu said.
Rule 267 provides for setting aside the business of the
day to take up discussion on
the issue being raised in such
notice.
Kharge charged the
Government of misusing the
Enforcement Directorate, the
Central Bureau of Investigation
and the Income Tax to target
political
rivals.
The
Government is using the investigating agencies with a
vengeance as part of a plan to
target political opponents as
well as bring down democratically
elected
State
Governments, he alleged seeking a discussion.
Continued on Page 2
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s more and more States
A
come under financial constraints to meet pre-poll populist promises, the Centre told
the Supreme Court on
Wednesday that distribution of
freebies inevitably leads to
“future economic disaster”.
The Centre also backed a
PIL filed by a BJP leader against
the practice of political parties
promising “irrational freebies”
during elections.
Incidentally, the Centre
had earlier said the issue of
freebies needed to be dealt
with by the Election
Commission. The poll panel,
however, had put the onus on
the Government during the
July 26 hearing.
A bench headed by Chief
Justice NV Ramana asked all
stakeholders, including the
Centre, Niti Aayog, Finance
Commission and the RBI to
brainstorm the issue of freebies
promised during elections and
come out with “constructive
suggestions” to deal with it.
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elhi High Court on Wednesday
D
ruled that no one can be evicted
with a bulldozer on his doorstep “early
morning or late evening” without any
notice and rendering him completely
shelterless.
Hearing a petition filed by
Shakarpur Slum Union, Justice
Subramonium Prasad ordered that
reasonable period has to be given to
such persons and temporary location
has to be provided to them before
embarking on demolition activities.
Disposing the petition, the order
said in future Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) must consult with
Delhi Urban Shelter Improvement
Board (DUSIB) before any demolition
venture and persons cannot be evicted as hapless.

“The DDA has to act in consultation with the DUSIB before embarking
upon any venture and persons cannot
be evicted with a bulldozer at their
doorstep early in the morning or late
in the evening, without any notice, rendering them completely shelterless.
“A reasonable period has to be
given to such persons and temporary
location has to be provided to them
before embarking on any demolition
activities,” said the order.
On June 25, last year the petitioner slum union accused that the DDA
officials with police without any notice
arrived at the area and demolished
about 300 jhuggis.
Continued on Page 2

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the
Centre, said the Government
supported the PIL filed by
lawyer and BJP leader Ashwini
Updhyay. “I support the argument of the petitioner. Let the
ECI take a re-look. It is like my
right pocket is getting something but it would be taken
from my left pocket later,” the
SG further submitted.
“Such populist promises
have a severe adverse impact on
the voters. Not only such freebies distribution inevitably
leads to future economic disaster, the voters also cannot
exercise their right to choose as
an informed, wise decision,”
said SG Mehta.
The SG said a common
man will never realise while
accepting such freebies that
“his right pocket is receiving
something which is going to be
taken away from his left pocket later”. He said the EC must
prevent the freebie culture not
only to protect democracy but
also to safeguard the economic sustenance of the country.
Continued on Page 2
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S House Speaker Nancy Pelosi left
U
Taiwan after a visit that heightened
tensions with China, saying on
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Wednesday that she and other members
of Congress in her delegation showed
they will not abandon their commitment to the self-governing island.
Pelosi, the first US Speaker to visit
the island in more than 25 years, courted Beijing’s wrath with the visit and set
off more than a week of debate over
whether it was a good idea after news
of it leaked.
“Today the world faces a choice
between democracy and autocracy,”
she said in a short speech during a meeting with Taiwanese President Tsai Ingwen. “America’s determination to preserve democracy, here in Taiwan and
around the world, remains ironclad.”
Pelosi arrived at a military base in
South Korea on Wednesday evening
ahead of meetings with leaders in
Seoul, after which she will visit Japan.
Continued on P2

ays after senior Bengal
D
Minister Partha Chatterjee
and his close aide Aripta
Chatterjee were arrested and
crores of rupees were recovered
from her flat causing a loss of
face for the State Government,
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Wednesday
inducted nine new faces,
including former Union
Minister Babul Supriyo in the
State Cabinet.
Mamata changed the portfolios of nearly half the members of the ministerial council
in one of the biggest reshuffles
of the cabinet since her party,
the Trinamool Congress, came
DB7^dbTB_TPZTa=P]Rh?T[^bX[TUcP]S
to power for the first time in
CPXfP]TbT?aTbXST]c?aTbXST]cCbPX8]VfT]fPeT
the State in 2011.
SdaX]VP\TTcX]VX]CPX_TX^]FTS]TbSPh 0?
Detailed report on P5
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he Congress and a host of
T
its leaders on Wednesday
changed their social media

DP president Mehbooba
P
Mufti on Wednesday put a
new Twitter display picture

display pictures to an image of
India’s first Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru holding the
national flag.
A day after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and several
BJP leaders made the Tiranga
their profile picture on social
media platforms, former
Congress chief Rahul Gandhi,
Congress general secretaries
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, Jairam
Ramesh and the party’s social
media accounts put a photograph of Nehru with the tricolour as their display picture.
The image, likely photoshopped, was the same — a
black and white photograph of
Nehru looking at the flag, in
colour, in his hand.
“Our Tiranga is the pride
of our country, the Tiranga is

showing her late father Mufti
Mohammad Sayeed and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi with
the national flag and the nowderecognised flag of Jammu &
Kashmir.
In his Mann ki Baat radio
broadcast this Sunday, PM
Modi had said the “Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav” is turning
into a mass movement and
urged people to put “Tiranga”
as the profile picture of their
social media accounts between
August 2 and 15.
Putting the new display
picture, Mehbooba said the
flag of Jammu & Kashmir
might have been “snatched”,
but it cannot be erased from the
collective conscience of the
people. The photograph was
taken at a rally addressed by the

CfXccTaPRR^d]c^U2^]VaTbb[TPSTaAPWd[6P]SWX

in the heart of every Indian,”
Rahul said in a tweet as he
changed the display picture of
his social media accounts,
including Twitter, to reflect
the image of Nehru holding the
national flag. Jairam took a dig
at Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, asking if the organisation
that did not hoist the national
flag at its headquarters in
Nagpur will comply with his
“order” to make the Tiranga the

?C8

profile picture of social media
accounts.
“In the Lahore session of
1929, while hoisting the flag on
the banks of river Ravi, Pandit
Nehru said, ‘Once again you
have to remember that this flag
has now been hoisted. As long
as there is a single Indian man,
woman, child alive, this tricolour should not be bowed’,”
Jairam tweeted in Hindi.
Continued on Page 2

Prime Minister during his
Kashmir visit in November
2015 when Mufti Sayeed was
Chief Minister of the erstwhile
State. Mehbooba’s previous
profile picture was her own
photo with the party’s logo.
“Changed my dp since a
flag is a matter of joy & pride.
For us our state flag was irreversibly linked to the Indian
flag. It was snatched thus breaking away the link. You may
have robbed us of our flag but
cant erase it from our collective
conscience,”
Mehbooba
tweeted.
The Twitter post by the former Chief Minister also comes
two days ahead of the third
anniversary of revocation of
Article 370 of the Constitution
that gave special status to
Jammu & Kashmir.
With the revocation of the
special status, the Jammu &
Kashmir flag was also derecognised.
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he BJP on Wednesday critT
icised Opposition parties
for “politicising” Har Ghar
Tiranga programme and skipping Tiranga rally from Red
fort to Parliament on
Wednesday. The rally was
organised by the Culture
Ministry and flagged off by
Vice-President M Venkaiah
Naidu.
The Tiranga Bike Rally
began from the Red Fort to
Parliament here in the morning. Speaking at the Tiranga
rally event, Union Minister
Meenakshi Lekhi said, “The
message of the Tiranga rally is
simple, we want people to
know about the unsung heroes
who gave their lives for this
country and get inspired by
them. So that people understand their own potential and
work for the country keeping
in mind ‘how the country

D]X^]<X]XbcTaB\aXcX8aP]XP]S
<X]XbcTa^UBcPcTU^a7TP[cW1WPacX
?PfPaSdaX]VcWTCXaP]VP1XZTAP[[h
AP]YP]3X\aXk?X^]TTa

should be in the next 25 years’”.
She slammed Opposition
parties for saying that the
Government was “imposing
tricolour”. “Tricolour is not
something to be imposed, but
it’s something that we are proud
of,” she said.
Continued on P2
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he Rajya Sabha on
Wednesday passed the
National Anti-Doping Bill,
2022. The Bill was introduced in
Lok Sabha on December 17,
2021 and passed on h July 27,
2022 with some amendments
proposed on the basis of the
suggestions/recommendations
received from the Parliamentary
Standing Committee and some
other key stakeholders.
With this, the Bill stands
passed in the Parliament. A
notable feature of the discussions on the Bill was that the
members across the political
spectrum
unanimously
endorsed the Bill.
The salient features of the
Bill are as follows:
DStatutory framework in
the form of legislation for pro-
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From Page 1
Addressing a Press conference later, BJP spokesperson
Sambit Patra said it was unfortunate that the Opposition parties were making tricolour an
issue of politics.
He said tricolour was not
something that belongs to the
BJP only but to the entire
country. Patra said all parties
were invited to the rally as it
was not a “party programme”
but “it is unfortunate that it is
being politicised”.
“On the 75th anniversary
of Independence when we are
approaching “amrit kal” of 25
years, it is the Government
which has taken on its own to
have tricolour in 20 crore houses in the country”, he said.
The BJP leader said it
would have been good if all the
Opposition parties had participated in this national effort.

hibition of doping in sports and
enforcing anti-doping activities in the country.
DThe proposed Bill intends
to accomplish: J Building institutional
capabilities in anti-doping and
enabling hosting of major sports
events;
JProtecting rights of all
sportspersons;
JEnsuring time-bound justice to athletes;
JEnhancing cooperation
among agencies in fighting doping in sports;
JReinforcing India’s commitment to international obligations for clean sports;
JIndependent mechanism
for anti-doping adjudication;
JProviding legal sanctity to
National Anti Doping Agency
(NADA) & National Dope
Testing Laboratory (NDTL);

The authority said they
intended to conduct demolition drive on the Yamuna
floodplains with the object of
maintaining ecology of the
same and the drive was in consonance with the DDA’s
restoration project.
The DDA said that the
petitioner union was carrying
out the commercial activity of
segregation of waste material in
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day ahead of switching
loyalty to the BJP, Congress
A
legislator Kuldeep Bishnoi on
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Wednesday resigned from the
Haryana Assembly.
He submitted his resignation to Assembly Speaker Gian
Chand Gupta, who has accepted it, necessitating a bypoll for
the Adampur seat in Hisar
district, which Bishnoi currently represents.
"I am joining BJP as an
ordinary worker and I hope
that all my supporters, be they
from Haryana, Rajasthan or
parts of Punjab, will be given
full respect," said Bishnoi, who
also quit the Congress formally "taking into account his own
feelings and those of supporters".

ased on the newly introhe West Bengal Criminal
duced Under Graduate T Investigation Department
B
Curriculum
Framework on Wednesday accused Delhi

?=BQ 270=3860A7

(UGCF), the Delhi University's
academic council on Wednesday
approved the first-semester syllabi of the four-year undergraduate programmes (FYUP).
Seven council members dissented against the resolution.
The matter will now be
sent to the executive council, the
DU's top decision-making body,
for approval. "FYUP syllabi of all
courses on agenda have been
passed by the academic council.
Seven members of the council
issued a dissent note," said a
council member.

Police of stopping the execution of a Court ordered search
operation in the national
Capital. However, Delhi
Police said that legal discrepancies were noticed during
execution of the search warrant.
According to Manoj C,
the Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP), Southwest district, on Wednesday a team of
West Bengal (WB) Police had
arrived for execution of a
search warrant in South West
district, which was stopped.
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senior advocate and Rajya
From Page 1
some of these amendments
From Page 1
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Chief Justice Ramana said Sabha MP Kapil Sibal, and the
“I am not admitting it,” could have been enacted by way
From Page 1
“We are putting the DP of
our leader Nehru with tricolour in hand. But it seems
that the message of the Prime
Minister did not reach his own
family. Those who did not
hoist the flag in their headquarters in Nagpur for 52
years, will they obey the Prime
Minister?” Jairam said in an
obvious reference to the RSS.
He used the hashtag
“MyTirangaMyPride”.
Among the other party
leaders who changed their DPs
in the run-up to Independence
Day were Pawan Khera and
Supriya Shrinate. The official
Twitter handle of the party as
well as that of the Congress
Seva Dal and other party-related organisations also changed
their profile pictures.

4R_¶ecf_Sf]]U`kVchZeY`fe_`eZTV
From Page 1
The DDA in its affidavit
said vacation of stay was granted by the HC stating that
demolition was carried out in
the area which was located at
a distance of approximately
200 metres from the Yamuna
River.

JEstablishing more Dope
Testing Labs;
JCreating job opportunities both, directly & indirectly;
and
JCreating opportunities for
academic research, science and
manufacturing relating to AntiDoping.
JEstablishing standards for
the manufacturing of nutritional supplements for sports in
India.
Union Minister of Youth
Affairs and Sports Anurag
Thakur said that it is a landmark
occasion when India joins the
select group of around 30 countries which have their own
Anti-Doping Law. The making
of this Law will send a strong
message to the world that India
is very serious about sports,
sportspersons and tackling doping, he said.
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the Yamuna floodplains which
were detrimental to the ecology and morphology of the
Yamuna, which is prohibited.
The union countered that they
were changed from the river
flood plains and now settled in
the DUSIB project area.
Hearing both sides, the High
Court said that petitioners are
eligible for DUSIB’s rehabilitation projects.

Naidu said.
Chaturvedi said her party
leader and sitting Rajya Sabha
MP Sanjay Raut was arrested by
the ED without informing the
chairman. “As per rule 220 of
the rule book, they should have
kept you informed. Were they
doing it? Are they undermining
your constitutional position,”
she asked Naidu. She alleged
that the country was moving
towards ED-raaj without any
accountability, which is worrying. But her notice too wasn’t
admitted.
“We place on record our
deep apprehension on the longterm implications of the recent
Supreme Court judgment
upholding, in entirety, the
amendments to the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act, 2002,
without examining whether

of the Finance Act,” the statement put out by the Opposition
parties said .
The parties said, “They
hold and will always hold” the
Supreme Court in the highest
respect. “Yet, we are compelled
to point out that the judgment
should have awaited the verdict
of a larger Bench for examining
the constitutionality of the
Finance Act route to carry out
amendments.” “These far-reaching amendments strengthened
the hands of a Government,
indulging in the political
vendetta of the worst kind, by
using these very amended laws
relating to money laundering
and investigation agencies, to
target its political opponents in
a mischievous and malicious
manner,” the Opposition parties
alleged.

everybody feels the money
paid as taxes is not paid for the
purposes of developments etc.,
and thus everyone should use
an independent forum and
court should not be that
forum. “Every political party
benefits from the freebies. I
don’t want to name one,” the
CJI said.
“All stakeholders who want
the freebies and (who are)
opposing it, including RBI,
Niti Aayog, Opposition parties
have to be involved in this
process of making some constructive suggestion,” the bench
stated, asking all parties to
make suggestions about composition of a body which can
be constituted by the court to
examine the issue.
The court asked the
Centre, Election Commission,

petitioners to submit their
suggestions within seven days
on the composition of an
expert body that will examine
how to regulate freebies and
give a report to it.
The counsel for the poll
panel, however, said the apex
court judgments bind it and
hence it cannot act on the issue
of freebies. The SG opposed
the suggestion by senior advocate Sibal, who has been asked
by the bench to assist it during
the hearing, that the poll panel
be kept out of this exercise.
The law officer said he
would not like to undermine
the sanctity of the EC as a constitutional body.
Last week Sibal told the
court that while it was a serious issue, it was difficult to
control it politically.

3HUVRQDO'DWD%LOOZLWKGUDZQDIWHU-3&VXJJHVWV
From Page 1
Soon after the withdrawal
of the bill, Congress leader
Manish Tewari tweeted, “Most
unfortunate, Personal Data
Protection Bill, 2019, as amended by Joint Committee of
Parliament is being withdrawn
by Govt. For full two years ...
MPs across parties worked to
better it. Big Tech never wanted this Law. Big Tech won.

India lost.” The Government
would hold a wide public consultation before putting the
new legislation to Parliament,
sources said. The Bill could be
replaced by more than one Bill,
dealing with privacy and cyber
security and the Government
may bring the new set of Bills
in the Winter Session of
Parliament. The Government
circulated among members a

statement, containing reasons
for withdrawal of the Bill,
which was introduced on 11
December2019 and was
referred to the Joint Committee
of the Houses for examination.
The report of the JCP was presented to Lok Sabha in
December 2021.
The withdrawal of the Bill
was made part of the supplementary agenda of Lok Sabha

86ZLOOQRWDEDQGRQ7DLZDQVD\V
From Page 1
Both countries are US
alliance partners, hosting thousands of American personnel as
a bulwark against North Korea’s
nuclear ambitions and China’s
increased assertiveness in the
South China and East China

seas.
China, which claims Taiwan
as its territory and opposes any
engagement by Taiwanese officials with foreign governments,
announced multiple military
exercises around the island,
parts of which will enter

Taiwanese waters, and issued a
series of harsh statements after
the delegation touched down
Tuesday night in the Taiwanese
capital, Taipei.
Taiwan decried the planned
actions, saying they violated the
island’s sovereignty.

this afternoon. The withdrawn
Bill had proposed restrictions
on the use of personal data
without the explicit consent of
citizens. It had also sought to
provide the Government with
powers to give exemptions to
its probe agencies from the provisions of the Act, a move that
was strongly opposed by the
Opposition MPs who had filed
their dissent notes.
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From Page 1
“The Congress is under
siege. The Delhi Police has surrounded our HQ and homes of
INC president and former president. This is the worst form of
vendetta politics. We will not
submit! We will not be
silenced! We will continue to
raise our voice against injustices
and failures of Modi Sarkar!,”
he said in another tweet.
A senior Delhi police officer said, “We have received
inputs from our special branch
that some protesters might
gather at the Congress office
situated on Akbar Road. So, as
a preventive measure, we have
put barricades and deputed
our personnel to avoid any
untoward situation.”
In a tweet in Hindi, the
Congress said, “The voice of
truth will not be afraid of
police guards. Gandhis’ followers will fight and win from
this darkness.”
Sealing the office of the
National Herald, bringing the
Congress headquarters under
police guards show both the
“fear and frustration of the dictator”, the party said, adding
that questions of inflation and
unemployment will still be
asked.
Senior Congress leader
Salman Khurshid, while entering the AICC headquarters,
told reporters that there is
nothing in the case of money
laundering investigation as
there is “no money involved, so
no question of laundering”.
“I have come to my party
office, if there is any information here I will get it. Every day
party workers, MPs are being
stopped...You (media) are also
stopped, you must not stop and
keep doing your job,” he said.
“The party headquarters is
central to one’s political life and
I have come here. We have said
very clearly that there is nothing in the case of money laundering investigation as there is
no money involved so no question of laundering,” Khurshid
said.
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n a move to provide last mile
connectivity, the Arvind
Kejriwal Government on
Wednesday decided to rationalise the routes of the public
transport system. The decision is
based on the recommendations
of the Route Rationalisation
Study, conducted by the Delhi
Government’s
Transport
Department.
According to the study, the
13 busiest transportation hubs in
and around Delhi including railway stations, Connaught Place
and ISBTs will now be connected to the Delhi Central Business
District by a 5 to 10 minute frequency bus service.
“There will also be a guaranteed bus service to rural Delhi
districts lacking connectivity.
For last mile connectivity from
Metro stations, a feeder service
will be offered similarly.
Additionally, Delhi’s connectivity with the NCR will be significantly enhanced. If the recommendations are put into practice,
any passenger in Delhi will be
able to access a bus service in a
15-minute window within a 500metre radius,” the study said.
According to this study,
Delhi’s current bus coverage,
measured in compliance with the
standards of 15 minutes and 500

I

metres, is only 49 per cent. It will
be raised by the Delhi
Government to 90 to 95 per cent.
All of Delhi’s routes will now be
featured together and categorised
into four groups. The first will be
the trunk network, which consists of 27 super trunk routes and
three Central Business District
circulator routes.
The buses will run every 5 to
10 minutes in this area. There
will also be a primary network,
with buses running every 10 to
15 minutes. The third, feeder network, where buses will run every
15 to 20 minutes, will be the secondary network. There are about
7,200 buses operating on 625 bus
routes in Delhi. Similarly, 799
buses are operating on 72
Mini/RTV routes, while there are
14 routes for maxi cabs, with
roughly 120 cars operating along
each. Following the study, buses
will now run every 5 to 10 minutes on 274 of the 625 regular bus
routes. Aside from this, buses will
continue to run on the remaining 351 routes in the same manner as they do now. The number
of standard buses will rise from
7,200 to 8,494 in the near future.
Mini-Midi buses will also be
operated on 120 routes, totaling
roughly 2,000, providing lastmile connectivity. Similar to
that, 480 buses will operate on 44
routes as part of the Metro feed-
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er service. The study categorises the 274 standard bus routes
into several groups. There will be
30 trunk routes included in this
study, of which five are new. The
major network will include 154
routes altogether, including 18
new routes.
The secondary network will
have 65 routes in total.
Additionally, 12 new routes will
bring the total number of NCR
and airport routes to 38. Bus service will be radically increased in
outer Delhi and its remote areas.
People in several of the suburbs
of Bawana, Narela, Burari,
Najafgarh, and Chhatarpur, for
instance, will have access to bus
service. The Delhi Government
will operate Mini and Midi feeder buses in these locations.
According to the study, the
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buses in Delhi most efficiently? How many more buses do
we need? How to integrate all
modes of transport? Today, I
had discussion with senior
officials of transport dept the
“Route rationalisation” proposal. We will soon seek public feedback on the same,”
Chief Minister said in another tweet.
“All the buses will be BSVI
compliant,
Air
Conditioned, CNG or electric
buses only. All buses inducted
under this scheme after
January 1, 2024, shall be only
electric. The tickets will be
made available through mobile
& web-based applications. The
fares and routes will be clearly highlighted on the app,” he
said.

he Delhi Government on
Wednesday announced
T
that it would introduce premium buses equipped with
state-of-the-art facilities in the
national Capital. The service
will be app-based.
Delhi Chief Minister,
Arvind Kejriwal took to
Twitter to inform Delhiites
about the development. In a
series of tweets he wrote: “We
wish to provide good quality
premium bus service so that
people leave their private vehicles and use public transport.
Discussed App-based bus
aggregator scheme with the
Transport Dept. We will seek
public feedback on the same.”
“How to use existing fleet of
routes of the proposed CBD circulator include the ones from
Mori Gate to Mori Gate which
will cover Karol Bagh, Tis Hazari
Court, Shivaji Stadium Terminal,
Delhi Gate, ITO and the Central
Secretariat. It will be roughly 22km-long. The second route from

New Delhi Railway Station to
New Delhi Railway Station,
which covers Delhi Gate, ITO,
Humayun’s Tomb, Ashram,
Lajpat Nagar, South Extension,
AIIMS, Central Secretariat,
Connaught Place, and New Delhi
Route will be 31-km-long.
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ieutenant-Governor VK Saxena,
based on a recommendation by the
L
Delhi Lokayukta, has directed police to
register a First Information Report
(FIR) against former Congress MLA
and vice-president of Delhi Congress Jai
Kishan for allegedly preparing “bogus”
voter identity cards.
However, Kishan, five-time MLA
from Delhi’s Sultanpur Majra Assembly

constituency, rubbished the charge and
said that it is “politically motivated”. The
Lokayukta recommended criminal
action against Kishan for “interfering
with fair election process”, sources at the
L-G’s office said, adding the allegations
had surfaced in 2013-14.
“The L-G has directed criminal
action against former MLA Jai Kishan
after he was prima facie found to have
indulged in preparing bogus voter
identity cards at his own residential
address to interfere with the electoral
process and for undue electoral gains,”
the sources said.
The L-G, after examination of the
Lokayukta report recommending criminal action against Kishan, has direct-

ed the Vigilance Department to issue
necessary directions to the Delhi Police
Commissioner for registering a FIR
against him under the provisions of
Indian Penal Code (IPC) and other
appropriate statutes, they said.

Kishan told The Pioneer that only
13 voter ID cards were present in his
residence which belonged to his family members and relatives.
The former MLA claimed that the
charges against him were “baseless”.
“Do you think I won five elections by
forging a handful of voter identity cards.
It’s a politically-motivated action against
me by the BJP,” Kishan said.
“Hundreds of people used to meet
me for their work as I was MLA for 2025 years. I had employed staff to help
me attend them and some of those staff
members used to stay at my residence
that has 15-16 rooms. Maybe some of
them gave the address in their voter
identity cards,” Kishan said.

elhi Lieutenant-Governor
(L-G) Vinai Kumar
Saxena directed the Delhi
Development Authority
(DDA) to ensure that the
Economically Weaker Sections
(EWS) quota flats are allotted
on the basis of the family
income which should be less
than C10 lakh per annum, as
certificated by the competent
authority. The DDA has also
decided to dispose religious
category plots via public auction mode in future to ensure
transparency and efficiency,
instead of the allotment mode
used earlier. The decision was
taken at the authority meeting
chaired by the L-G on
Wednesday.
According to a Press statement issued by the DDA, it was
decided that people applying for
DDA flats under the EWS category, are required to submit
two documents. One is a document certifying that the individual annual income of the
allottee is less than C3 lakh and
the other a certificate from the
Revenue Authority stating that
the annual family income of the
applicant is less than C10 lakh.
“However, during the meeting, it was also observed that
applicants in the EWS category were having difficulty in
obtaining a certificate of individual income as most of them
fall in the category for whom
filing of Income Tax Returns is
not mandatory,” it said.
“Therefore, they were not
able to submit proof of individual income in terms of Form
16. Other institutional mechanisms certifying their individual income also do not exist.
This condition is also considered to be an impediment for
the disposal of EWS-category
flats,” it added.
However, to facilitate applicants the authority has now
approved the abolishment of
the requirement of having
annual individual income of
less than C3 lakh for the applicants.
In another major decision,
the authority has approved the
disposal of religious category
plots via the auction mode. The
decision in this regard was
pending since 2014.
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order to promote
IthenElectric
Vehicles (EVs),
DDA on Wednesday
decided to levy a lesser
licence fee for petrol pumps
and CNG gas stations setting
up EV charging stations in
the national Capital. The
decision was taken at the
authority meeting chaired by
Lieutenant-Governor Vinai
Kumar
Saxena
on
Wednesday.
According to a senior
DDA official, to promote
green fuel and fight the
menace of air pollution in
the city, the authority had
granted the approval to set
up EV charging stations at
already allotted DDA sites
for petrol and diesel pumps
and CNG stations.
“The licence fee per
annum for the financial year
2022-23, for sites having a
size of 1,080 sqm would be
C53,00,475 for a petrol or
diesel pump alone.
For the CNG pumps in
the city, the licence fee is
C46,11,413 which is 13 per
cent less if compared to the
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he Gautam Buddh Nagar police
have granted permission to Edifice
T
Engineering to bring explosives to
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he national Capital on Wednesday reported 2,073 Covid-19 cases and five fatalities
T
while the positivity rate touched 11.64 per cent,
according to Health Department data. This is
the third day in a row that the positivity rate
breached the 10 per cent mark. Also, this is
the highest positivity rate since January 24
when it was 11.79 per cent.
In view of the rising cases, the Delhi
Government is expected to call a meeting to
discuss a further course of action to curb the
spread of the infection in the city.
Taking stock of the situation, and in order
to reduce the footfall in the court premises,
the Delhi High Court will continue to hold
court proceedings via hybrid mode, Delhi
Chief Justice Satish Chander Sharma said in
an order.
The Delhi Metro, too, is on alert and its
spokesperson Anuj Dayal said that continuous announcements are being made in the
Metro trains to maintain social distance and
to follow the DDMA’s guidelines issued for the
pandemic.
With the fresh infections on Wednesday,
the Covid case tally in the national Capital rose
to 19,60,172 while the death toll reached
26,321. A total of 17,815 tests were conducted the previous day to detect Covid-19, the
health department data showed.
The positivity rate and daily Covid cases

in the city have risen steadily in the last one
week. Delhi had reported 1,506 Covid cases
and three fatalities on Tuesday while the test
positivity rate stood at 10.69 per cent. The day
before the positivity rate was 11.41 per cent.
Delhi had logged 1,891 cases on June 26.
The city recorded 1,263 Covid-19 cases on
Sunday with a positivity rate of 9.35 per cent.
A day before it logged 1,333 cases with a positivity rate of 8.39 per cent while three people succumbed to the viral disease.
Delhi currently has 5,637 active cases, up
from 5,006 the previous day. As many as 3,214
Covid patients are in home isolation.
Of the 9,405 beds reser ved for
Coronavirus patients in various Delhi hospitals, only 376 were occupied on Wednesday.
Beds at Covid care centres and Covid health
centres were lying vacant, the latest bulletin
said.

Noida for the demolition of the
Supertech twin towers on August 21
at 2.30 P.M. Located in Sector 93A of
Noida, the height of both the towers,
Cyan and Apex is 101-101 meters. The
approval of the Central Building
Research Institute (CBRI), the technical consultant for the demolition, is
awaited.
“As per the Supreme Court’s directions for the demolition of Supertech’s
twin towers, Edifice Engineering had
requested the police for a No
Objection Certificate (NOC). The
NOC has been issued now with certain terms and conditions and granted under laws for using explosive
materials,” Gautam Buddh Nagar
DCP (Headquarters) Ram Badan
Singh said.
After getting permission from
Noida Police, Edifice Engineering
will be able to bring 3,700 kgs of explosives from Palwal under police escort.
According to information, the explosives will continue to come to Sector
93A of Noida for the next 15 days. Two
vehicles will come with police escort,
one with detonators and the other with
explosives. The arrival time and route
of these vehicles will not be shared for
security reasons.
The work of installing these explosives in both the towers will be done

during the day. The remaining explosives will be sent back to Palwal after
6 P.M. Explosives will have to be
brought and sent back as per need.
10,000 holes have been drilled in both
the towers to place the explosives.
Meanwhile, sources said demolition firm Edifice Engineering, which
has been hired by developer Supertech
Group, has furnished replies to queries
of the CBRI, whose approval is pending for the charging process (placing
of explosives in the structures).

“Once a few pending reports are
submitted to the CBRI and it gives its
go ahead, the charging process will
begin,” a Noida Authority official
said on Tuesday. The Noida Authority
will be officially reviewing the status
of the project on August 6 after which
the further course of action could be
shared, the official added. The explosives are stored at a site in Palwal,
Haryana, and the Gautam Buddh
Nagar police will provide security for
the logistics, the officials added.

fee for the petrol pump,” he
said.
“For the filling stations
providing services including
CNG, petrol, and diesel,
the licence fee is C47,70,428,
which is 10 per cent lesser
than that of petrol pump.
For the CNG and the EV
charging stations, there will
be 18 per cent discount on
the licence fee with respect
to petrol pumps which is
C43,46,390,” the senior official informed.
“For the petrol pump
including services such as
CNG and EV charging station the licence fee in the
city will be C45,05,404,
which is a 15 per cent discount.
“For a petrol pump and
EV charging station the fee
will be C50,35,451, which is
five per cent less if compared to the fee of setting up
petrol pumps only.
“For setting up gas
godowns in the national
Capital the fee decided by
the authority is C6,36,057,
which is 88 per cent less
than that of a petrol pump,”
the senior DDA official
concluded.
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Gurugram: A four-member committee has
been constituted under the chairmanship of Sub
Divisional Magistrate (SDM), Gurugram to
investigate the cause of the incident which
claimed the lives of four workers and left another critically injured.
Apart from this, the Kherki Daula Police
Station has registered a case of negligence
against six people which include the construction company JJRS Director Manjush Kumar,
Project Manager Viyum Cash, Tower Incharge Suresh Katyal, Mechanic Foreman
Suresh Kumar Sahu, Safety Engineer Anil
Kumar and Site Engineer Avnish Kumar.
The incident took place on Tuesday evening
at the Emaar Palms Hills residential project in
Sector-77 of Gurugram.
The Deputy Commissioner of Gurugram,
NK Yadav said the Deputy Labour
Commissioner-1, Deputy Director of Industrial
Safety, Health Department and ACP of Manesar
are other members of the committee set up to
look into the cause behind the incident.
“As per the labour laws, the compensation
amount will be given in two days to the kin of
the workers killed in the accident and to the
dependents of the injured worker. These workers were not members of the Building and Other
Construction Workers Board (BOCW). Had
they been registered with this Board, they would
have got more compensation amount,” Yadav
said. He said an FIR has already been registered
in this matter and the police investigation is on.
“In view of this accident, the district
administration, through the labour department,
would send the guidelines for safety standards
made for the workers at all the construction sites
and ensure their compliance. Safety standards
will also be checked at construction sites on a
contingency basis,” he said.
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he
Public
Works
Department (PWD) on
T
Wednesday decided to construct a Foot Over Bridge (FOB)
near the ISBT connecting
Anand Vihar in east Delhi and
Kaushambi in Uttar Pradesh to
improve the movement of
pedestrians. According to a
senior PWD official, the department also floated a tender for the
award of the work last week.
“The length of the FOB
will be around 60 metres while
it will be nearly four metres

wide. The FOB will be a disabled-friendly facility and
equipped with elevators and
staircase on both sides,” he said.
“The aim is to ease pedestrian movement in the region as
at present there is only one FOB
on the main road to connect
Anand Vihar with the transport
facilities at the other side of the
road. This FOB is unable to tackle the crowd during rush hours.
So a new FOB has been
planned,” a PWD official said.
According to Delhi
Government officials, the footfall at this FOB is between 1,000

and 1,500 people per 15 minutes. The existing FOB is already
in a bad shape with one of the
two escalators mostly remaining

dysfunctional.
Anand Vihar is a multimodal transport hub in east
Delhi as it houses a city bus sta-

tion, a Metro station, a railway
station and an Inter State Bus
Terminus (ISBT). A station of
Delhi-Meerut RRTS rapid rail is
also being planned at Anand
Vihar which will further increase
the pedestrian influx in the area.
“Keeping the existing as well
as future demand in mind, we
have decided to construct an
FOB here. Tenders have been
floated and construction work is
expected to start soon. It will be
a disabled-friendly facility which
will ease pedestrian movement
on both sides of the road,”
another official said.
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OVER 9 LAKH APPLY UNDER AGNIPATH FOR NAVY
?=BQ =4F34;78

ore than nine lakh
aspirants have applied
for the Agnipath
recruitment scheme for the
Navy, including 82,000 women
candidates. The Navy will
recruit 3,000 from the total
number of applicants as
Agniveers. In all, the armed
forces plan to induct 46,000
Agniveers including 3,000 in
the IAF and 40,000 in the
army.
Announcing that the registration for the Navy’s selection
process ended on Wednesday,
officials said here 9.55 lakh
Agniveer applicants, including 82,200 women aspirants
had registered. The Navy started the registration process of
June 25.
Once selected after clearing
the written and medical tests,
the training of the Agniveers is
likely to commence from
November this year at INS
Chilka, they said. Moreover, 20
percent of the seats will be earmarked for women for various
duties.
The IAF received 7,49,899
applications under the newly
launched Agnipath scheme
and closed registration in the
first week of July. This number of aspirants was more than
last recruitment numbers
which stood at was 6,31,528.
The candidates, who
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efence Minister Rajnath
Singh has approved a
D
proposal to enhance the

applied through online registration for the Agnipath
scheme for the IAF, will now
have to clear a written examination. The successful candidates will then appear for physical fitness and medical test.
The shortlisted aspirants will be
inducted into the IAF as
Agniveers after year long training.
Officials also explained
that the intake of Agniveers
would be progressively
increased in the next few years.
Intake of recruits under
Agnipath will increase from
46,000 annually in the first four
years, to 90,000 in the fifth year
to 1,25,000 from the sixth year.
The main focus of the
Agnipath policy is to have a
youthful profile and soldiers
who are technology savvy to
fight modern day warfare.
As regards the Army, the
recruitment rallies will start in
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first week on August to
November. The Army will
recruit around 25,000
Agniveers in first batch by
first half of December and
remaining in the second batch
by first half of February 2023.
For this, 83 rallies are planned
across the country covering all
states. Terming ‘Agnipath’
scheme as the “only progressive
step” to make the Army
younger, Additional Secretary
in the Department of Military
Affairs Lt General Anil Puri
had said a few weeks ago that
efforts to bring down the average age of the armed forces first
came about three decades ago
and was also reiterated by the
Kargil review committee.
With Agnipath scheme,
the average age profile will
come down from 32 to 26 years
in line with the age profile of
major armies worldwide, he
said. All recruitment in the

financial powers of the
Armed Forces Medical
Services(AFMS)to enable
faster decision making
resulting in better planning
and operational preparedness.
Giving details of the
enhanced powers, officials
said here on Wednesday the
primary objective of the
enhanced delegation of
financial powers is to
empower
Competent
Financial Authorities (CFA)
at hospitals and below for
procurement in medical
stores in an efficient manner
for urgent operational necessities and meeting essential
medical requirements.
It aims to empower hospitals and field formations
and focus on operational
preparedness. It will also
promote ease of doing busiforces for soldiers, sailors and
airmen will now be through the
Agnipath route.
The Agnipath scheme
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termed as “transformative” to
have a fitter and young profile
to fight modern day war was
rolled out on June 14 by
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support announced by parties
for her candidature so far. The
Trinamool Congress, which
has 23 MPs in Lok Sabha and
16 in Rajya Sabha, has decided to abstain from the vice
presidential election.
Some regional parties like
the Telangana Rashtra Samithi
and the Telugu Desham Party
have not yet shown their cards
and may take a call soon.
The Aam Aadmi Party,
which is in power in Delhi and
Punjab, announced its support to Alva on Wednesday.
The party's political affairs
committee "unanimously"
decided to support Alva after a
meeting chaired by its national convenor Arvind Kejriwal.
"All the Rajya Sabha members
of the party will vote for the
opposition candidate Margaret
Alva on August 6," the party
said. The AAP has 10 MPs in
the Rajya Sabha, but it has no
presence in the Lok Sabha
after Bhagwant Mann resigned
after he became the chief minister of Punjab.

he Opposition camp on
Wednesday got a boost
T
with the Aam Aadmi Party and
the Jharkhand Mukti Morcha
announcing support to their
joint vice presidential candidate
Margaret Alva, but the numbers are still firmly in favour of
NDA nominee Jagdeep
Dhankhar. The vice presidential poll to elect the successor to M Venkaiah Naidu
will be held on August 6. The
results will be out the same day.
As per the electoral college
arithmetic, Dhankhar has twothirds of votes in his favour as
the BJP by itself has 303 members in the Lok Sabha and 91
in the Rajya Sabha. With the
support of some regional parties like the Janta Dal (United),
YSRCP, BSP, AIADMK and
Shiv Sena, the NDA nominee
is likely to get over 515 votes,
enough for a comfortable win
for him.
Alva is likely to get around
190-200 votes, going by the

LS disrupted again as Cong protests Herald ED raid
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roceedings in the Lok Sabha
were derailed on Wednesday
with repeat adjournments amid
protests by Opposition members
over various issues, including raids
on the premises of National Herald
newspaper in connection with a
money laundering investigation.
After a day’s peace in the House
this week, Congress members for
the second-day were in the Well of
the House raising slogans against
the Modi Government which led
to the House being adjourned by
Speaker Om Birla first till 12 .
The opposition members also
protested over the issue of GST on
essential items, inflation and the
actions of the Enforcement
Directorate.
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi was seen asking party
leader Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury to
speak on certain issues. Congress
members and DMK leader T R
Baalu also urged the Speaker to
allow Chowdhury to speak but the
permission was not granted.
Congress members also
trooped into the Well of the House
while some DMK members were
seen protesting, standing at their

P

nion Transport Minister
U
Nitin
Gadkari
on
Wednesday
said
the
Government will build 26 green
expressways in the country in
the next three years and India's
road infrastructure will be as
good as that in the United States
by 2024. He also said the
Government is looking at new
technologies to replace toll
plazas in the country and the
new system will be introduced
in the next six months.
Giving this assurance in the
Rajya Sabha, he also said the
FASTags policy has seen a record
collection of more than Rs 120
crores in a single day as toll. It
was higher than the toll collected when the fast tag was not
mandatory, he said, adding more
than 97 percent of vehicle owners had acquired fast tags. Till
date, 5.56 crore FASTags have
been issued, the minister said.
Replying to supplementaries during the Question Hour,
he said toll plazas have created
many problems like traffic snarls
and long queues, which the

ness, enhancing the delivery
of healthcare. It may be
recalled that enhancement of
delegation of financial power
at all levels for the Medical
Services was done in 2016.
The latest decision will help
to overcome procedural
delays and also bring about
greater decentralisation and
operational efficiency.
Listing some of the highlights, they said they include
devolution of financial powers to Field Units, Hospitals
and focus on enhancing pace
and quality of healthcare
delivery thereby enhancing
operational preparedness.
The other features
include two times general
enhancement of delegated
powers for Competent
Financial Authorities and
up to 3 - 10 times enhancement at field formations in
certain Schedules on account
of operational requirements.
It also gives impetus for
clinical studies, research and
development.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh here in the presence of
the three Services Chiefs.
The scheme led to mass
protests in many parts of the
country with the agitators damaging public property. Several
veterans, political parties and
others raised doubts about the
new policy as it does not provide pension and other benefits provided to regular soldiers.
However, the government
ruled out rolling back the new
policy and said it consulted various stakeholders for more
than two years before firming
up the Agnipath scheme. It
also said the scheme will not
impact the operational preparedness of the armed forces
and the regimental ethos. After
a stint of mandatory four years,
25 percent of the Agniveers will
be selected for regular service
of 15 years or so with full pension benefits. The remaining
75 per cent Agniveers will be
absorbed into various state
and central government institutions including the defence
ministry which has reserved
ten percent vacancies in various departments and defence
public sector undertakings.
The home ministr y also
reserved ten percent vacancies
for the demobilised Agniveers
in the central para military
forces. The Govt also rolled out
various beneficiary schemes
for demobilized Agniveers.
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government wants to end.
The government, he said, is
now searching for two options
- satellite
based toll system where the
GPS will be there in a car and the
toll will be directly subtracted
from the passenger's bank
account and the other option is
through number plates.
Gadkari said they are in the
process of selecting the best
technology for collection of toll,
and will also bring an important
legislation in Parliament.
He said number plates with
new technology have been introduced and it is mandatory for
the manufacturer to have new
number plates and there will be
a computerised system by which
one can collect toll using new
software.
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ncreasing attacks on Sikhs in
Afghanistan, falling levels of
Iwomen
literacy, restoration of

seats.
Three questions and their supplementaries were taken up during
the Question Hour amid sloganshouting.
When the House reconvened
Congress leader Chowdhury tried
to raise the issue of investigation
into the National Herald newspaper, but was disallowed by the
chair.
BJP member Rajendra
Agarwal, who was in the chair,
allowed the laying of parliamentary
papers on the table of the House
and introduction of the Energy
Conservation (Amendment) Bill by
Power Minister R K Singh which,
among other, seeks to encourage
and replace fossil fuel with nonconventional sources of energy .

concession in train fares for
senior citizens and high prices of
medicines figured prominently in
the Rajya Sabha on Wednesday.
Besides this, the issue of a
Chinese survey ship docking Sri
Lanka was flagged by M
Vaiko(MDMK), who claimed it
had serious security and strategic
implications for India. Chairman
M Venkaiah Naidu said “it is a
serious issue.” Vaiko also sought
a statement by the government on
the matter. Raising the matter of
the plight of Sikhs, Harbhajan
Singh(AAP) said it was a matter
of concern that this community
was repeatedly targeted in
Afghanistan. He listed out several incidents of terror attacks on
The bill makes it mandatory for
buildings with a minimum connected load of 100 kW to meet their
energy requirements from renew-

gurudwaras there. The former
cricketer also said the number of
Sikhs and Hindus living in
Afghanistan had reduced over the
last three decades.
While raising this issue during the Zero Hour, Singh wondered why the attacks were taking pace against Sikhs only. "I
have stood up to speak on the
attacks on Sikhs and Gurudwaras
in Afghanistan. This is not only
a matter which has hurt sentiments of Sikhs living across the
world, it is also an attack on identity of being a Sikh...Why such
attacks on us only?”
Kanimozhi N V N
Somu(DMK)asked the Centre
to restore the concession in train
fares to senior citizens and differently abled which was withdrawn following the Covid
induced lockdown imposed in
March 2020.
able sources.
As protests by the Opposition
continued, Agarwal adjourned the
proceedings till 2 pm.
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n the first seven months of
the current calendar year,
public grievances were the
most against the Income Tax
department under the Central
Board of Direct Taxes followed
by the Ministries of Home and
Housing and Urban Affairs
among others. The findings
were the result of the Centre’s
root cause analysis of the public grievances received by
select government departments to understand the reasons behind such complaints.
As many as 6,52,088 public grievances were raised from
January to July 25 this year on
Centralised Public Grievance
Redress and Monitoring
System (CPGRAMS) -– a por-

I

tal that allows citizens to register complaints. Of them,
6,16,979 were disposed of,
according to a report by the
Department of Administrative
Reforms
and
Public
Grievances (DARPG).
The report mentions the
root cause analysis of public
grievances raised against seven
government departments/ministries -- Central Board of
Direct Taxes (Income Tax),
Home Ministry, Housing and
Urban Affairs, Department of
Agriculture and Farmers'
Welfare, Department of
Financial Services (Insurance
division), Department of
School Education and Literacy
and Ministry of External
Affairs.
As many as 31,617 public
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grievances were raised against
CBDT (Income Tax) during
the period, of which 27,974
were disposed of, the report
said. Majority of these grievances were on direct taxes,
PAN related and technical
issues with the department's
website.

Issues around refund such
as long delays, incorrect
amount credited and IT
returns filed not processed for
months and mis-matches in
TDS resulting in incorrect
demand generation are some
of the major areas of public
grievances,
said
the
CPGRAMS monthly report
for July.
Grievances were also
being raised by citizens on
delay/mistakes in issuance of
PAN and on difficulty in linking PAN with Aadhaar, it
mentioned. The report said a
total of 24,167 grievances were
registered against the Ministry
of Home Affairs (MHA)
between January and July 25,
2022, of which 23,997 were
disposed of.
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reading cautiously as cases of monkeypox rise gradually in the country, the
T
Union Health Ministry on
Wednesday released a list of
Dos and Don'ts to avoid
contracting the disease
which also urged people
not to stigmatise virusinfected as well as suspected patients.
“Do not believe any
rumour or misinformation," the guidelines
said, underlining that anyone can catch the
virus if they have had prolonged or repeated contact with an infected individual. So far,
nine cases have been reported in the country— four from Delhi and five from Kerala.
One person of African origin has suc-

cumbed to the infection.
Among the Dos, the Ministry advised
isolating the infected person from others so
that the disease does not spread.
The 'Guidelines on
Management of Monkeypox
Disease' issued by the Centre
stated that any person of any
age having a history of travel to
affected countries within the
last 21 days presenting with an
unexplained acute rash and
symptoms like swollen lymph
nodes, fever, headaches, body aches and profound weakness is to be considered a 'suspected case'.
The Ministry has also set up a task force
on monkeypox to closely monitor the emerging situation in the country and decide on
response initiatives to tackle the disease.

IOC to support project Cheetah with C50 cr to NTCA &DELQHWQRGWR30¶V3DQFKDPULW
VWUDWHJ\WRILJKWFOLPDWHFKDQJH

?=BQ =4F34;78

?=BQ =4F34;78

or the smooth settlement of the new guests,
Cheetahs—which are all set to arrive in India before
F
August 15—oil major Indian Oil Corporation (IOC) has
inked a pact with the National Tiger Conservation
Authority (NTCA), promising Rs. 50.22 crore over four
year towards the introduction of the wild cat, its habitat management and protection among others.
Indian Oil is the first corporate which has come forward to support the “Project Cheetah” under CSR, as the
project has not only national importance but is also essential for balancing the ecosystem.
Under this project, a source population of 8-10
Cheetahs will be flown in from Namibia and South Africa
and will be introduced at Kuno National Park, Madhya
Pradesh. It is a national project involving National Tiger
Conservation Authority (NTCA), Govt. of India and the
State Govt. of Madhya Pradesh.
Indian Oil will contribute its CSR funds to NTCA,
which shall coordinate with Madhya Pradesh government
and other agencies involved in the project.
“Cheetah has a very special significance for the
national conservation ethic and ethos. Understanding this,
Indian Oil is aiding the cause of bringing the Cheetah
back to India, which would have equally important con-

he Union Cabinet on
Wednesday approved
T
India's updated Nationally
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servation ramifications,” said an official from the PSU.
In fact, Indian Oil last year adopted Indian Single
Horned Rhino as its mascot and has been engaged in the
country’s Rhino conservation endeavors.
During the pact signing occasion, Union Minister
for Petroleum & Natural Gas and Housing & Urban
Affairs, Hardeep Singh Puri and, Union Environment
Minister, Bhupender Yadav, MoS, Ministry of
Environment, Ashwini Kumar Choubey and MoS,
Petroleum & Natural Gas and Labour & Employment
Rameswar Teli.

Determined Contributions
(NDCs) incorporating Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
'Panchamrit'
strateg y
announced at the Glasgow
conference aiming to strengthen global efforts to tackle climate change.
India aims to reduce emissions intensity of its GDP by 45
per cent by 2030, from 2005
level, and achieve about 50 per
cent cumulative electric power
installed capacity from nonfossil fuel-based energ y
resources by 2030. India also
aims to reduce total projected
carbon emissions by 1 billion
tonnes and carbon intensity of

the economy to less than 45%
by 2030. Further, under the
commitment India aims to
achieve net zero carbon emission by 2070.
The updated NDC will be
communicated to the United
Nations
Framework
C onvention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC). It seeks to
enhance India’s contributions
towards achievement of the
strengthening of global
response to the threat of climate change, as agreed under
the Paris Agreement, said a
statement from the Union
Environment Ministry.
“Such action will also help
India usher in low emissions
growth pathways. It would
protect the interests of the
country and safeguard its
future development needs

based on the principles and
provisions of the UNFCCC," it
said.
At the 26th session of the
Conference of the Parties
(COP26) to the United Nations
Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC),
held in Glasgow last November,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
had announced intensifying
India’s climate action through
five targets termed as
“Panchamrit".
The update to India’s existing ND C translates the
“Panchamrit" announced at
COP26 into enhanced climate
targets.
The Prime Minister had
announced that these five steps
or the targets will be India’s
contribution towards climate
action.
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ongress launched a
scathing attack at the
C
Centre over heightened police
activity outside the AICC headquarters and party chief Sonia
Gandhi’s residence, following
the Enforcement Directorate
sealing the premises of Young
Indian (YI), in Congressowned Herald House in the
national Capital.
Congress MPs walked out
from the Rajya Sabha towards
the end of proceedings on
Wednesday after the Chair did
not permit party leader
Mallikarjun Kharge to raise the
issue of alleged police barricading outside the residences
here of Sonia and Rahul
Gandhi.

The party has convened a
meeting of all Rajya Sabha
and Lok Sabha MPs at the
Congress Parliamentary office
on Thursday to discuss the
future strategy of the party in
the Parliament. The MPas will
be giving adjournments motion
notice because of the ED related raids on National Herald.
The road to All India
Congress Committee (AICC)
headquarters was blocked with
the Congress alleging such

actions have become a norm
rather than an exception while
the police said barricades have
been erected and its personnel
deputed to avoid any untoward
situation. This came soon after
the ED temporarily sealed the
premises of Young Indian (YI)
in the Congress-owned
National Herald office in Delhi
as part of an ongoing money
laundering investigation.
Addressing a Press conference, senior Congress chief

spokesman Jairam Ramesh
called the moves “politics of
revenge and threats”, and a plot
to distract attention from issues
such as unemployment and
price rise. Ramesh said the
Congress will not be silenced
by such tactics, adding these are
actions of a frustrated regime.
“Our protests against inflation will go on…The government is trying to create an environment of fear. Fear doesn’t
exist in the dictionary of
Congress,” Ramesh said joined
by senior party leaders Ajay
Maken and Abhishek Manu
Singhvi.
Singhvi hit out at the ruling dispensation over this
move. “We are witnessing a
siege mentality in the heart of
the capital of the world’s largest
democracy,” said Singhvi.

Echoing similar sentiments, Maken said “our voices will not be silenced”. “This
regime is losing balance.
Congress workers will protest
outside the Prime Minister’s
residence. We will not retreat
despite the pressure you put on
us…even if you put us in jail,”
Maken added.
While Sports and Youth
Affairs Minister Anurag
Thakur was replying to the
debate on The National AntiDoping Bill, 2022 in Rajya
Sabha, Kharge stood up and
said the residences of his party
president Sonia Gandhi and
former president Rahul Gandhi
have been "surrounded by the
Delhi Police".
However,
Deputy
Chairman Harivansh, who was
presiding over the proceedings,

did not allow him to raise the
issue. "If I do not speak in the
House, where else will I speak?"
Kharge said.
In the meantime, Leader of
the House and Union Minister
Piyush Goyal too joined the
issue, saying the matter does
not concern the Rajya Sabha.
"There is an order in the
House and the Bill is being discussed. Law is taking its
course," Goyal said, taking a
jibe on the Congress, saying
they should have thought of
about the consequences while
engaging in such activities,
hinting at the money laundering case against Sonia and
Rahul Gandhi being probed by
the Enforcement Directorate.
Amid the uproar, the Congress
members walked out of the
House.
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he Supreme Court on
T
Wednesday asked the Shiv
Sena faction led by Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde to
redraft his submissions on
petitions filed by the rival
Uddhav Thackeray group on
constitutional issues arising
due to the recent political crisis in Maharashtra. A bench
headed by Chief Justice NV
Ramana was hearing petitions
filed by the Shiv Sena and its
rebel MLAs on constitutional
issues of splits, merger, defection and disqualification.
Senior advocate Kapil
Sibal, appearing for the
Uddhav Thackeray faction,
said the MLAs who have sided

with the Shinde cam can save
themselves from disqualification under the tenth schedule
of the Constitution only by
merging the splinter group
with another party. They have
no other defence available,
Sibal told the bench, also comprising justices Krishna
Murari and Hima Kohli.
"Once you have been
elected it does not mean the
umbilical cord with the political party is severed and that
you have nothing to do with
your political party," Sibal
said. Senior advocate Harish
Salve, appearing for the Shinde
faction, said the anti-defection
law is not a weapon for the
leaders who have lost the
numbers to lock their members.
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he targeted elimination of
T
Al Qaeda chief Ayman al
Zawahiri in downtown Kabul
on Sunday by the US is likely
to trigger a bid by its affiliates
in India and elsewhere to carry
out attacks to re-register their
presence and keep the flock
together besides pushing for a
recruitment overdrive to
counter the competing ISIS.
The development has also
fuelled the race for occupation
of the top post of the terror
grouping, counter-terrorism
experts and security analysts

said.
On the geopolitical front,
Zawahiri’s killing by the US is
an indication to its adversaries
that similar operations could be
carried against other countries
or entities who seek to harm
American interests by collaborating with the Taliban, they
said.
Germany-based counterterrorism expert of Afghan
origin, Dr Ajmal Sohail said,
“The timing of Al Zawahiri’s
liquidation suggests the US
administration is seeking to
ramp its prospects ahead of the
midterm elections back home.
The US has also established

that despite there being no
boots on the ground, its capability to target the anti-US terror masterminds on the ground
continues. The action also displays the American capacity to
have a sustained air superiority to target inimical elements
without attaining any casualty.”
While there could be a setback to the Al Qaeda in the
short run as Zawahiri, essentially an ideologue, was not
effectively at the helm of affairs
of the outfit due to ailing
health but the development
would in fact lead to a younger
leadership taking the reins of
the outfit and rejuvenate its

operational terror agenda globally, he said.
On the likely successor of
the global terror group post the
killing of Zawahiri, former Al
Qaeda chief Osama bin Laden’s
son Abdullah bin Laden and
Obaidu Rahman Al-Quiti the
son of deceased Abu Ahmad
Al-Quiti who was the right
hand man of Bin Laden when
he was killed in 20111 in
Abottabad in Pakistan, he
added.
“In the last three years,
Zawahiri had articulated his
stand against revocation of
Article 370 from the erstwhile
State of Jammu and Kashmir,

Ram Temple issue and lynchings besides the hijab row in
Karnataka, counter-terrorism
expert and security analyst Dr
Rituraj Mate told The Pioneer.
The Al Qaeda affiliate in
India--Al Qaeda in the Indian
Subcontinent (AQIS)-is estimated to be already preparing
to carry out attacks as a module was only last week busted
from Assam, Dr Mate said.
The likely impact of
Zawahiri’s killing is expected to
be felt either in Bangladesh
where the outfit has a significant base or the bordering
Northeastern India. The hardline elements within the AQ

hierarchy might push for spectacular attacks in Bangladesh,
he said.
The attacks by the AQ will
also help galvanise the cadres
on the fringes looking for an
opportunity to join the ISIS.On
the face of a further weakened
Al Qaeda, the ISIS is likely to
target people whom they perceive close to the Al Qaeda, he
said.
For running a global campaign against the revocation of
Article 370 in Jammu and
Kashmir, Zawahiri’s cohort
Bilal Philips of Canadian origin and based in the United
Kingdom had started an NGO

for gathering funds for the
purpose. A large part of the
funds were used to support the
protests against the abrogation

of Article 370 in several countries; some portion might also
have been pumped in Jammu
and Kashmir, he added.

3_ebdUhdU^Tc54bU]Q^T_V@QbdXQ1b`YdQ %DEXO6XSUL\RDPRQJQHZ
B0D60AB4=6D?C0Q :>;:0C0

special
court
on
Wednesday extended the
remand of former senior
Bengal Minister Partha
Chatterjee arrested by
Enforcement Directorate in
the school level recruitment
scam for another two days
after the ED officials submitted
before the court that he was not
cooperating in the investigations.
The remand of Chatterjee’s
close aide Aripita Mukherjee
from whose two apartments
the ED recovered Rs 50 crore
in cash along with foreign currency, jewellery and property
deeds worth several crores too
was given an extended remand
of another two days. Aripita

A

was cooperating more than
Partha the ED officials told the
court informing contrary to
what the duo claimed they
shared relationship from 2012
onwards.
Besides the ED also told
the court that the investigators
had recovered documents related to four companies jointly
owned by the two accused. The
officials also said that they
had thus far seized nine apartments belonging to the former
minister and his aide.
Contrar y
to
what
Chatterjee told the ED that he
had no relationship with
Mukherjee, the officials told the
court that they had recovered
31 Life Insurance policies of
Arpita. The senior TMC leader
is named the nominee in all

those policies, the ED advocate
said. The duo were arrested late
last month following a raid in
Chatterjee’s residence at
Naktala in South Kolkata where
the found papers containing
names of Arpita. Subsequent
raids to her two apartments the
ED recovered huge quantities
of liquid cash.
Incidentally the ED officials on Wednesday ventured
out of Kolkata raiding the
bungalows of accused at
Bolpur Shantiniketan from
where the officials reportedly
recovered some incriminating
documents. The sleuths also
dug up land in the garden
“after the quality of earth
looked different in some areas
inside the house,” locals said
adding the digging work was

however suspended for the day

following heavy rains.
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ays after the Enforcement
D
Directorate recovered Rs
50 crore and huge quantities of
jeweller y and the State
Criminal
Investigation
Department arrested three
Jharkhand Congress MLAs
with cash worth Rs 49 lakh the
Railway Protection Force on
Wednesday recovered another
Rs 35 lakh from Howrah
Station, sources said.
Rajkumar Soni who was

carrying the currency notes
tried to sneak through the exit
gates when the RPF jawans
intercepted him. During a
search his bags yielded Rs 35
lakh, sources said. “The man
had come from Jabalpur in
Madhya Pradesh. “He had
taken Chambal Express to
Howrah and was trying to
stealthily go out of the platform
when he was caught red handed, “ officials said adding the
Income Tax Department was
immediately informed about
the matter.
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ays after senior Bengal
Minister
Partha
D
Chatterjee and his close aide
Arpita Chatterjee were arrested and crores of rupees were
recovered from her flat causing a loss of face for the State
Government Chief Minister
Mamata
Banerjee on
Wednesday inducted nine
new faces including former
Union Minister Babul Supriyo
in the State Cabinet besides
reshuffling some of the ministries.
The new ministers taken
in a re Supriyo who has been

given the Information
Technology and Tourism
portfolio, Partha Bhowmick,
Udayan Guha, Snehashis
Chakrabarty,
Pradip
Mazumder, Tajmul Hossain,
Satyajit Barman, Birbaha
Hansda and Biplab Roy
Chowdhury.
Apart from taking in new
ministers the Chief Minister

effected a reshuffle in some of
the departments bringing in
Dr Shashi Panja as the
Minister in charge of
Industries.
Similarly
Sobhandeb Chatterjee was
made the Parliamentar y
Affairs Minister. Both these
ministries and the one given
to Supriyo were held by Partha
Chatterjee.
The Chief Minister had
earlier said that she had to
reshuffle the Cabinet as “I
cannot do everything. We
have to divide the work …
senior leader Subrata
Mukherjee and Sadhan Pande
have passed away and Patha
Chatterjee is in jail.”
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Judge Rehman opined that High Court to acquit Cervelli
along with a court staff played disclosure by the CBI, the Kerala
a crucial role in tampering with Police had filed a case against Raju had made a prima facie of all charges.
_a^QTX]c^R^^_QP]ZbRP\
A few years later, the investhe evidence (an underwear) Antony Raju for the crime. The case in his favour as the
behind the Cooperative
ntony Raju, Kerala that was used by the drug case was making tardy progress offences alleged can only be tigating officer in the smugDepartment’s move to borrow AMinister for Transport, smuggler Andrew Salvatore forcing George to approach the prosecuted on the basis of a gling case, approached the
Rs one crore each from near- the second accused in the Cervelli to transport 62 gms Court to give a direction to the complaint by the court con- High Court seeking a probe
trial court to speed up the cerned or an officer authorised into the alleged evidence tamby Cooperative Banks to pay infamous “evidence tamper- hashish into India.
ummanam Rajasekharan,
off the investors demanding ing” case to save an Australian
Though the trial court had process. But Raju in a petition by it, and not the police as was pering. Subsequently a first
former
Mizoram
K
their money back. “This will citizen who was arrested for sentenced Cervelli to ten years told the court on Wednesday done in the instant and hence information report (FIR) was
Governor, has expressed con:D<0A274;;0??0=Q
:>278
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cern and apprehension over the
functioning of cooperative
Banks in Kerala. Taking serious
note of the sit-in staged in front
of
the
Karuvannoor
Cooperative Bank by customers and relations of a retired
government nurse who
breathed her last following the
refusal of the Bank to return
her money, Rajasekharan said
this was just the tip of the iceberg and only a probe by a central agency would bring out the
real picture.
“We will see more such
incidents in days to come as
most of the Cooperative Banks

in the State have gone bust
according to the Kerala minister for Cooperation who told
the Legislative Assembly that
they were not in a position to
give back the investments,”
said Rajasekharan in a statement on Wednesday.
The former Governor said
that politicisation by the
CPI(M) and the Congress have
ruined the Cooperative sector
in the State. Rajasekharan also
questioned the propriety

have a cascading effect as the
Banks from which they are
availing loans would need more
money to pay off their own
investors,” pointed out
Rajasekharan.
The Kerala High Court on
Tuesday had asked the
Karuvannoor Cooperative
Bank to put on hold its move
to issue tokens to customers
whose term deposits have
matured. Justice T R Ravi said
that the proposed move by the
Bank is unheard of anywhere
and there were no criterions on
the pattern to be followed in
issuing of token system.

narcotics smuggling got a
reprieve on Wednesday as
Justice Ziyad Rehman of the
Kerala High Court stayed for
one month all proceedings
against the former in the trial
court.
George, the petitioner
from Thrissur had approached
the High Court with a plea to
find out the reasons behind the
inordinate delay in the trial of
the case filed against the minister way back in the 1990s
when the latter was a junior
lawyer
practicing
at
Thiruvananthapuram.The case
against the minister was that he

rigorous imprisonment, the
Kerala High Court acquitted
him of all charges when he
filed an appeal challenging
the lower court verdict. Antony
Raju who appeared for Cervelli
told the court that the underwear which was presented as
an exhibit by the prosecution
was too small to carry 62 gm
hashish and this was accepted
by the Court.
But the investigating officer
of the case told the court that
Interpol had alerted the CBI
about the tampering of the evidence, the underwear, at the
instance of Raju, Following the

that there were lapses in the procedures in filing the charges
against him. According to Raju,
the case should have been filed
by the trial court and not by the
police.
“The crucial piece of
"underwear evidence" was in
the custody of the trial court
while it was allegedly tampered
with and, therefore, it should
have been the court in question
that initiated the proceedings
to look into the same.
However, in this case, the proceedings were initiated on the
complaint of the police,” Raju’s
lawyer told the Court.

stayed all proceedings in the
case for one month.
The particulars of the case
dates back to 1990 when Raju
was a junior lawyer representing Cervelli, who was sentenced by the trial court for ten
years rigorous imprisonment
for smuggling hashish to India
by concealing it in his underwear.
When Cervelli approached
the High Court in appeal
against his conviction by a trial
court over 30 years ago, the
underwear in question was
found to have mysteriously
shrunk in size, leading the

registered against Raju in 1994
on a complaint filed by
Sessions
Court,
Thiruvananthapuram.
After 12 years of investigation, in 2006, the Assistant
Commissioner of Police filed a
charge sheet before the
Additional Chief Judicial
Magistrate
Court,
Thiruvananthapuram alleging
offenses under sections 120(B)
(criminal conspiracy), 420
(cheating and dishonestly
inducing delivery of property),
201(causing disappearance of
evidence of offence), 193, 217,
and 34 of the IPC.

('DWWDFKHVDVVHWVZRUWKCFU >QfiS_`cRecdVQ[U ?aX]RX_P[Q^^ZTSU^abX_W^]X]V^UU
RIWZRDUUHVWHG0DKDEXLOGHUV
bUSbeYd]U^dbQS[Ud C #%Ra^U<XS3Ph<TP[Ud]Sb
YTU^dYVicSQ]cdUb
?=BQ =4F34;78

he
Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on
Wednesday said assets worth
Rs 415 crore of arrested
Maharashtra builders Avinash
Bhosale and Sanjay Chhabria
have been attached in a
money laundering probe
linked to Yes Bank-DHFL
bank loan fraud case.
The ED had issued a provisional attachment order
under the Prevention of
Money L aundering Act
(PMLA) on Tuesday to attach
Bhosale’s assets worth Rs 164
crore and that of Chhabria's
properties valued at Rs 251
crore.
The attached assets of
Chhabria are in the form of a
land parcel lo cated in
Santacruz, Mumbai worth Rs
116.5 crore, 25 per cent equi-

T

ty shares of Chhabria's company held in a land parcel
located in Bengaluru worth
Rs 115 crore, a flat located at
Santacruz, Mumbai worth Rs
3 crore, profit receivable from
a hotel belonging to Chhabria
located at the Delhi airport
worth Rs 13.67 crore and
three high-end luxury cars
worth Rs 3.10 crore, the ED
said in a statement.
The properties of Punebased businessman Avinash

Bhosale that have b een
attached are in the form of a
duplex flat in Mumbai worth
Rs 102.8 crore, a land parcel
located in Pune worth Rs
14.65 crore, another Pune
located land parcel worth Rs
29.24 crore, a land parcel in
Nagpur worth Rs 15.52 crore
and another portion of land
located at Nagpur valued at Rs
1.45 crore, it said.
Both the builders were
arrested by the agency in the
case in June and they are currently undergoing judicial
custody.
The ED and the CBI are
investigating this case and
the two agencies have separately booked the two
builders, Yes Bank co-founder
Rana Kapoor and DHFL promoter-directors
Kapil
Wadhawan and Dheeraj
Wadhawan.
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he Navy police personnel
have ripped the lid off a
T
fraudulent recruitment scam
allegedly perpetrated by a
man claiming to be a “captain” of the Indian Navy, who
lured young candidates with
job offers as naval security
guards. Identifying the mastermind behind the racket as
one “Captain” Sameer Singh of
the Indian Navy, the accused
used a fake Ministr y of
Defence letter, indicating INS
Kunjali, situated at Colaba in
south Mumbai, as being the
recruitment and workplace.
The investigations have
revealed that the individual
operated from Ambernath

(East) in the neighbouring
Thane district and used his
location to transact money,
uniforms and other required
paperwork. The accused took
money from innocent aspirants as application fees and
for the issue of uniforms and
fake Identity Cards, promising
them jobs as security guards.
On August 2 2022, a Naval
Police team conducted a preliminary inquiry into the case
at Ambernath.
After the inquiry, the
Navy police lodged a formal
complaint with the Shivaji
Nagar Police Station,
Ambernath (East), requesting
the police to register an FIR
against the accused and him
at the earliest.

he principal of a Basic
Education department
T
school in Firozabad has been
booked for allegedly siphoning
off Rs 11.46 crore from the
mid-day meal scheme, police
said.
The principal used fake
documents to register a nongovernmental organisation
(NGO) and siphoned Rs 11.46
crore from the mid-day meal
scheme with the help of officials and staff of his department
and banks, the Superintendent
of Police (Vigilance) at Agra,
Alok Sharma, said on Tuesday.
"A case of corruption has
been registered against the
teacher of the Basic Education
department of Firozabad district, Chandrakant Sharma. He
is a resident of Shikohabad in

Firozabad district. He is working as a principal at a primary
school in Jajupur in Tundla in
Firozabad district," SP
(Vigilance) Alok Sharma, said.
He said the principal was
booked on July 27 along with
a few other employees of the
Basic Education Department
and banks at the Vigilance
police station in Agra.
According to investigating
officer Amar Singh, along with
Chandrakant, many other
departments were also involved
in this scam. Many banks, the
Education Department, midday meal coordinator, post
office,
Agra
Housing
Development
Council,
Firozabad
Municipal
Corporation, deputy registrar
Chit Fund Registration and
Toronto Power were also
involved in this fraud.

Chandrakant Sharma
swindled the money through
'Saraswat Awasiya Shiksha
Sewa Samiti', an NGO registered in Shikohabad in
Firozabad.
"The non-governmental
organisation was registered in
2007 at the office of the deputy
registrar of Firms, Societies and
Chits in Agra. He used fake
ration cards and identity cards to
register the NGO," Sharma said.
According to the FIR, the
school principal had made his
father the president of the
NGO, his mother the manager and secretary, and his wife
the treasurer. He also gave
positions to other family members and relatives in the NGO.
Later, he declared the death of
some members of the NGO,
including his mother, police
said.

=4F34;78kC7DAB30H k0D6DBC #!!!

%
gggTQY\i`Y_^UUbS_]

7HVWLQJERXQGDULHV
5ReRac`eVTeZ`__VVUVU
RIQDWLRQDOWROHUDQFH
UPRTQ^^ZR^\SPX[h_X^]TTak /CWT3PX[h?X^]TTak X]bcPVaP\R^\SPX[h_X^]TTa

A2A6CH:E9A2DD:@?

)DFLQJILHUFHRSSRVWLRQWKH&HQWUHKDVILQDOO\
ZLWKGUDZQWKH3HUVRQDO'DWD3URWHFWLRQ%LOO
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KH&HQWUHKDVULJKWO\ZLWKGUDZQWKH3HUVRQDO'DWD3URWHFWLRQ%LOODIWHU
WKRURXJKGHOLEHUDWLRQVE\WKH-RLQW&RPPLWWHHRI3DUOLDPHQW$VPDQ\DV
DPHQGPHQWVZHUHSURSRVHGZKLOHDGR]HQUHFRPPHQGDWLRQVZHUHPDGHIRU
DFRPSUHKHQVLYHOHJDOIUDPHZRUNRQWKHGLJLWDOHFRV\VWHP$IWHUFRQVLGHULQJWKH
-&3UHSRUWWKH*RYHUQPHQWVDLGWKDWLWLVZRUNLQJRQDFRPSUHKHQVLYHOHJDOIUDPH
ZRUN6RLWGHFLGHGWRFRPHXSZLWKDQHZOHJLVODWLRQWKDWLVLQDFFRUGDQFHZLWK
WKHFRPSUHKHQVLYHOHJDOIUDPHZRUN7KHUHVFLQGHG%LOOKDGXSVHWERWKELJWHFKDV
ZHOODVFLYLOVRFLHW\JURXSV)DFHERRN7ZLWWHU*RRJOHHWFZHUHXQFRPIRUWDEOHZLWK
WKHSURYLVLRQVRIWKH%LOOOHDGLQJWRVRPHXQSOHDVDQWQHVVEHWZHHQWKHPDQGWKH
*RYHUQPHQW7KLVHYHQKDGDQHIIHFWRQ,QGR86WLHVIRUVRPHWLPH7KH%LOO
ZDVDOVRGHQRXQFHGRQJURXQGVRIYLRODWLRQRILQGLYLGXDOOLEHUW\DQGSULYDF\,QIDFW
-XVWLFH%16ULNULVKQD 5HWG ZKRKHDGHGWKHFRPPLWWHHWKDWSUHSDUHGWKHGUDIWRI
WKH%LOOZDVH[WUHPHO\FULWLFDORIWKHYHUVLRQWKDW
ZDVWDEOHGLQ3DUOLDPHQW7KLVKHVDLGLQ'HFHPEHU
H[HPSWHGWKH&HQWUDOIURPVRPHRUDOOSUR
YLVLRQV 7KH %LOO ZDV ´GDQJHURXVµ ZKLFK FRXOG
WUDQVIRUP,QGLDLQWRDQ´2UZHOOLDQ6WDWHµKHVDLG
+LVREMHFWLRQZDVWKHJRYHUQPHQWKDGUHPRYHG
WKHVDIHJXDUGVZKLFKPHDQWWKDWLWFRXOGDFFHVV
DWDQ\WLPHSULYDWHGDWDRUJRYHUQPHQWDJHQF\GDWD
RQJURXQGVRIVRYHUHLJQW\RUSXEOLFRUGHU
,WQHHGVWREHPHQWLRQHGKHUHWKDW3HUVRQDO'DWD
3URWHFWLRQ%LOOZDVEURXJKWLQZLWKQREOH
LQWHQWLRQV7KHLGHDVZDVWRSURYLGHIRUSURWHFWLRQ
RIWKHSULYDF\RILQGLYLGXDOVUHODWLQJWRWKHLUSHU
VRQDOGDWDVSHFLI\WKHIORZDQGXVDJHRISHUVRQ
DOGDWDFUHDWHDUHODWLRQVKLSRIWUXVWEHWZHHQSHUVRQVDQGHQWLWLHVSURFHVVLQJWKH
SHUVRQDOGDWDSURWHFWWKHULJKWVRILQGLYLGXDOVZKRVHSHUVRQDOGDWDDUHSURFHVVHG
DQGFUHDWHDIUDPHZRUNIRURUJDQLVDWLRQDODQGWHFKQLFDOPHDVXUHVLQSURFHVVLQJRI
GDWD,WDOVRDLPHGWROD\GRZQQRUPVIRUVRFLDOPHGLDLQWHUPHGLDU\FURVVERUGHU
WUDQVIHUDFFRXQWDELOLW\RIHQWLWLHVSURFHVVLQJSHUVRQDOGDWDUHPHGLHVIRUXQDXWKR
ULVHGDQGKDUPIXOSURFHVVLQJDQGWRHVWDEOLVKD'DWD3URWHFWLRQ$XWKRULW\RI,QGLD
+RZVXFKDSLHFHRIOHJLVODWLRQHQGHGXSEHFRPLQJLQWKHZRUGVRILWVFKLHIGUDIWV
PDQ2UZHOOLDQPD\EHRILQWHUHVWRIVRPHIXWXUHKLVWRULDQRUMXULVSUXGHQFHH[SHUW
,WLVKRZHYHUFRPIRUWLQJWRNQRZWKDWWKH*RYHUQPHQWKDVWDNHQWKHFULWLFLVPRI
WKH%LOOLQHDUQHVWLQVWHDGRIEHLQJULJLGDQGVHOIULJKWHRXVLWKDVZLWKGUDZQWKH%LOO
DOWRJHWKHU&RQWLQXLQJLQWKHVDPHVSLULWWKHJRYHUQPHQWZRXOGEHZHOODGYLVHGWR
SUHSDUHWKHSHUVRQDOGDWDSURWHFWLRQODZLQFRQVXOWDWLRQZLWKQRWMXVWWKH2SSRVLWLRQ
SDUWLHVEXWDOVRLQWHUQHWIUHHGRPJURXSVFLYLOOLEHUW\DFWLYLVWVRSLQLRQPDNHUVELJ
WHFKFRPSDQLHVHWF:LGHUFRQVXOWDWLRQVZLOOPDNHWKHODZUREXVWZLWKRXWEHLQJKDUVK
6XFKDODZZLOOFHUWDLQO\HQKDQFHGDWDSURWHFWLRQ
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2YHUWKH\HDUV$$3LVVWHDGLO\PDNLQJLWVSDQ,QGLD
SUHVHQFHDUHDOLW\1RZLWLVH\HLQJWKH30 VKRPHWXUI

QWKH$DP$DGPL3DUW\IRXJKW*XMDUDWDVVHPEO\HOHFWLRQVDQGORVWLWFRP
SUHKHQVLYHO\7KHVWDWHRI*XMDUDWKDVEHHQUXOHGE\WKH%-3IRU\HDUVZLWK
&RQJUHVVEHLQJWKHPDLQRSSRVLWLRQSDUW\LQWKHELSRODUVWDWH$VWKHHOHFWLRQV
GUDZFORVHU$$3LVWU\LQJWRPDNHLQURDGVLQWRWKHVWDWHOHDYLQJLWVPLVHUDEOHSHU
IRUPDQFHLQLWVGHEXWHOHFWLRQVRIEHKLQGZKHQLWIRXJKWDOODQGZRQQRQH
%XWVLQFHWKLQJVKDYHFKDQJHGDQGLWKDVUHDVRQWRIHHOFRQILGHQW7KRXJK
LWORVWWKHDVVHPEO\HOHFWLRQVLWGLGQRWJLYHXSDQGNHSWZRUNLQJDWWKHJUDVVURRWV
OHYHODQGEXLOGLQJDFDGUHIRULW7KH$DP$DGPL3DUW\ $$3 LQ*XMDUDWKDVUHYDPSHG
LWVRUJDQLVDWLRQDOVWUXFWXUHE\LQGXFWLQJ,VXGDQ*DGKYLDQGH[&RQJUHVV0/$,QGUDQLO
5DMJXUXDVQDWLRQDOMRLQWJHQHUDOVHFUHWDU\DQGMRLQWVHFUHWDU\UHVSHFWLYHO\,WKDV
DOVR DSSRLQWHG  RIILFH EHDUHUV DKHDG RI
*XMDUDWSROOV7KHILUVWVLJQRILWVHPHUJHQFHFDPH
LQWKHPXQLFLSDOHOHFWLRQVZKHUHLWZRQVHDWV
LQ6XUDWDQGFRQJUHVVZRQ]HUR,WLVDIDFWWKDW
.HMULZDOKDVKDGQDWLRQDODPELWLRQVDQGKHLVZRUN
LQJ WRZDUGV IXOILOOLQJ WKHP ,Q WKH YHU\ VHFRQG
DWWHPSWLWZRQWKH3XQMDEHOHFWLRQVIRUPLQJDVHF
RQGVWDWHJRYHUQPHQWDIWHU'HOKL,I*XMDUDWZRXOG
EHWKLUGUHPDLQVWREHVHHQ,WLVDIDFWWKDW$$3
LVJHWWLQJJRRGUHVSRQVHVLQ*XMDUDW$IWHUWKH
\HDUUXOHRIWKH%-3LWKDVPXFKWRH[SODLQDERXW
WKHGHYHORSPHQWDQGDQWLLQFXPEHQF\LVQDWXUDO
7KH&RQJUHVVRQWKHRWKHUKDQGLVLQDGLVDUUD\
GHVSLWHEHLQJWKHPDLQRSSRVLWLRQSDUW\LWV0/$VFURVVHGRYHUWRWKH%-3DQG
PDQ\PRUHDUHZDLWLQJLQZLQJV$$3LVWDUJHWLQJWKHGHYHORSPHQWSODQNRIWKH%-3
E\H[SRVLQJLWVHGXFDWLRQV\VWHP,WPDGHDELJLVVXHRI RQHWHDFKHUIRUVFKRROV
DQGWKHFORVXUHRIRGGJRYHUQPHQWVFKRROV$$3 VIRUD\VLQWRRWKHUVWDWHVDUH
QRZEHLQJWDNHQVHULRXVO\E\DOOSROLWLFDOSDUWLHVDIWHUWKH3XQMDEZLQ7KHSULPHPLQ
LVWHUKDVDOVRDWWDFNHG$$3WKHUHFHQW 5HZUL MLEHZDVGLUHFWO\DJDLQVW$$3WDUJHW
LQJRI0DQLVK6LVRGLDFDQDOVREHVHHQLQWKLVOLJKW%XWFDQ$$3GLVORGJHWKH%-3
IURPWKHSULPHPLQLVWHU VKRPHVWDWHUHPDLQVWREHVHHQ"(YHQLILWGRHVQ WPXVWHU
HQRXJKVHDWVLWZRXOGFHUWDLQO\GDPDJHWKH%-3E\FXWWLQJLWVYRWHVDVERWKDUHXUEDQ
FHQWULFSDUWLHVZKLOHWKHFRQJUHVVKDVDUXUDOEDVH,IWKH$$3FDQGR3XQMDELQ*XMDUDW
LWZRXOGEHFRPHDUHDOFKDOOHQJHIRUWKH%-3LQ
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5^a\TaEXRT?aTbXST]c7P\XS0]bPaXbW^d[SWPeTcPZT]dc\^bc
RPaTc^PccT]SPSdQX^dbUd]RcX^]c^Pe^XSP[[\XbR^]RT_cX^]b

t face value, the spectacle of a ruling party targeting a former VicePresident appears to be
not only inappropriate but also
in poor taste. By the same dictum, however, one would expect
anyone who has held an exalted
position in the country to conform to a model code of conduct;
conduct that upholds the dignity and honor of the country as
well as the decorum of their erstwhile office. Unfortunately, exVice President Hamid Ansari's
words and actions have tested the
boundaries of these conventional norms causing justifiable consternation in BJP circles.
The BJP and ex-VicePresident Hamid Ansari have
long been at odds. When he was
the Vice-President and thus the
Ex-Officio Chairman of the
RajyaSabha, the BJP found him
to be deliberately obstructive to
their legislative goals.
Moreover, Hamid Ansari has
consistently attempted to needle
the current government even
when out of office. The
antecedents of the present standoff can be traced to January, this
year. While speaking in a virtual panel discussion organized by
the Indian American Muslim
Council (an organization that has
repeatedly strived to get India
blacklisted by the USCIRF) he
made common cause with antiIndia US lawmakers like Senator
Ed Markey to denigrate India by
calling into question its commitment to democracy, secularism
and even the rule of the law.
The former vice president
remarked that in recent years, the
country has experienced the
emergence of trends and practices that dispute the well-established principle of civic nationalism…and interposes a new and
imaginary practice of cultural
nationalism… It wants to distinguish citizens based on their
faith, give vent to intolerance,
insinuate otherness, and promote
disquiet and insecurity.
Elaborating further he
remarked: "Some of its recent
manifestations are chilling and
reflect poorly on our claim to be
governed by rule of law. It's a

A

question that has to be
answered. These trends need
to be contested and contested legally and contested politically."
First, the Vice-President
should not have been in a
panel discussion sponsored by
a dubious anti-India organization. Second, he should
have been conscious of the
fact that he was speaking on
a foreign platform in the
presence of Indophobic foreign lawmakers. His words
with all due respect, come
across as deliberately malignant and a tad irresponsible;
they do not behoove a former
Vice President.
In this regard, the deportment of BJP leaders
AtalBehari Vajpayee and LK
Advani comes to my mind. I
had the opportunity to meet
with them several times as a
part of a small like-minded
group when they visited New
York. Not once did they badmouth the Congress Party
despite having been jailed by
Indira Gandhi during the
Emergency.
LK Advani once explicitly emphasized, "We may have
our differences at home but
once we leave the shores of
India, we are all Indians."
Next, about the assertions of NusratMirza, (the
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Pakistani journalist who
claims that he visited India
several times during Hamid
Ansari's tenure, attended terrorism-related conferences,
and transmitted sensitive
information back to the ISI)
Hamid Ansari's denials fail to
convince.
Calling the allegations, a
litany of falsehood', the exVice-President claimed: "It is
a known fact that invitations
to foreign dignitaries by the
Vice President of India are on
the advice of the Government
generally through the ministry of external affairs. I
inaugurated the Conference
on Terrorism on December
11, 2010, the 'International
Conference of Jurists on
International Terrorism and
Human Rights. As is normal
practice the list of invitees
would have been drawn by
the organizers. I never invited him or met him [Mr.
Mirza]."
It is important to note that
this controversy involves two
distinct conferences: 1) The
International Conference of
Jurists on Terrorism and
Human Rights held at
VigyanBhawan on 11 and 12
December 2010 and 2) the
International Conference
Against Terrorism organized
by Jama Masjid United Forum

;4CC4AB C>C
C74438C>A
:1989>4
Sir — We are going to celebrate the 75th
anniversary of India's independence. To
make it memorable, from 13 August to 15
August, PM Modi has urged people to hoist
the national flag at their homes or adorn
their homes with a tricolor. And to show
respect to PingaliVenkayga on his birth
anniversary on 2 August, who designed the
nation Flag, update social media profiles
with a tricolor from 2 August to 15 August.
It would show the unity and patriotism of
our people. And inspire us to do something
for the country. Let us remember all those
people who had sacrificed their lives for the
motherland. Jai hind.
Divyanshu Garg | Ujjain
2B9>7213;81<6=1C;9>7?68514<978DC
Sir — In recent times there has been a significant rise in road accidents across the
country. Indeed the vehicular traffic has
increased manifold but there are other reasons for it as well. In earlier days, all twowheelers had black masking of their
headlights so that the light does not directly fall on the drivers coming head thus
blinding them and creating a threat of
accidents. But these days we are finding
this rule thrown to the winds and one
wonders whether the rule of half-masking is done away with.
The two-wheeler riders hitherto were
fined for violating this rule during checking the vehicles. Either black stickers or
black paint used to be there on the headlights. Though there is a rule that one
should look at the respective side on the
left, the drivers are not properly trained
in this matter. I request the traffic authorities to look into this and clarify whether
half masking of the headlights as rule is
no more followed.
D Nagarjuna | Hyderabad
>1>3I@5<?C9µCD19G1>F9C9D
Sir — The controversy over the U.S. House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s visit to Taiwan
stems from the “One China” policy, which
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WT8CbTRc^aXbcWTUPbcTbcVa^fX]VbTRc^a
fWXRWR^]caXQdcTbPQ^dc'c^63?CWXb
bTRc^a ]TTSb [^cb ^U bZX[[b _^cT]cXP[ P]S
Z]^f[TSVTc^_TaU^a\0bfTbTTX]DB0&$
^U8]SXP]bPaTf^aZX]VX]c^_8CR^\_P]XTb0b
ST\P]SbU^acTRW]^[^VhPaTX]RaTPbX]VPcPV[^Q
P[[TeT[fWXRWXbcWT\PX]RPdbT^UR^\_P]XTb
bfXcRWX]Vc^WXVWTacTRW]^[^VhcWPcfX[[QTbdb
cPX]PQ[TP]STPbhc^\PX]cPX]P[PaVTP\^d]c^U
SPcPW^fTeTaaT`dXaTbWXVWbZX[[c^f^aZ^]Xc
?T^_[TPa^d]ScWTf^a[SfP]cTeTahcWX]V
d]STacWTXaUX]VTacX_bfWXRWXb]^f_^bbXQ[T
cWP]Zbc^cWTPSeP]RT\T]c^UcTRW]^[^VhfWXRW
XbRWP]VX]VTeTahbTR^]S
8]cWT8CX]SdbcahfWT]TeTaP_a^YTRcXb
STeT[^_TSUXabcb^\TaT`dXaT\T]cbPaTVPcW
TaTScWT]STbXV]X]VSTeT[^_\T]c_a^VaTbbXb

has governed U.S. relations with Taiwan
for over 40 years. Pelosi’s trip to Taiwan
has naturally heightened US-China tensions more than visits by other members
of Congress because of her high-level position as leader of the House of
Representatives. Incidentally, Pelosi
becomes the first Speaker of the House to
come to Taiwan in 25 years since Newt
Gingrich’s visit in 1997.
Perhaps, Pelosi’s visit to Taiwan will be
seen as an opportunity for Xi Jinping to
capitalise on Biden’s weakness, and it is
feared that her visit could significantly
escalate tensions over the complex USChina relations.
Ranganathan Sivakumar | Chennai
;E4?CD?D85EC6?B;9<<9>71<J1G189B9
Sir — The killing of al-Qaeda chief
Ayman al-Zawahiri, who has led alQaida since May 2011, after hunting for
him for 21 years, marks the triumph of
technology in masterminding the highly
successful operation without any
Americans on the ground in the Afghan
capital. The US intelligence authorities
have every right to claim credit for killing

in New Delhi at Oberoi Hotel
on 27 October 2009.
The denials by Hamid
Ansari and the Congress
Party appear to be a subtle
attempt to obfuscate the controversy by referring to the
first government-sanctioned
meeting and not the conference organized by the Jama
Masjid which was not vetted
by the government as
AdishAggarwala, Chairman,
All India Bar Association
who organized the first meeting has indicated.
The BJP has also released
photos showing Mr. Hamid
Ansari and NusratMirza
sharing the dais at the Jama
Masjid-organized conference.
These are serious national security concerns and
must be addressed. In the
running battle between the
BJP and Hamid Ansari, the
BJP cannot be faulted for
safeguarding the country's
interest as long as it is objective and not vindictive. A
false façade of decency and
public protocol cannot be
invoked to protect erring
former dignitaries and compromise national security.
(The author, a US-based
academic and political commentator, frequently writes on
current affairs in India. The
views expressed are personal.)
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>da]PcX^]XbP[[bTcU^a
7Pa6WPaCXaP]VPP
R^[[TRcXeT\^eT\T]c
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b^RXP[\TSXP_PVTbP]SdaVTh^dP[[
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RWTRZTScTbcX]V^]ePaX^db_PaP\TcTabcPZT
_[PRTPUcTafWXRWXcXb[Pd]RWTSX]cWT\PaZTc
CWTaTPUcTa UTTSQPRZ Ua^\ _T^_[T Xb cPZT] c^
\PZTRWP]VTbPRR^aSX]Vc^cWTaT`dXaT\T]c
P]Sd_SPcTXb\PSTPePX[PQ[TU^aPQTccTaTg_T
aXT]RT^UP__[XRPcX^]_dQ[XR[h
CXcWXCaXeTSXkDYYPX]

0V^^SUaXT]S^UcWT
<P[SXeTbcWT?aX\T
<X]XbcTaP]S8WPS
TgcT]bXeTP]SUadXcUd[
SXbRdbbX^]b
^]UdacWTabcaT]VcW
T]X]V<P[SXeTb8]SXPaT[PcX^]b
<P[SXeTb?aTbXST]c
¯8QaPWX\<^WP\TSB^[XW
BcPabbP[PaXTb

him through a "precise, tailored airstrike" bW^d[SQTQP[P]RTS
using a drone, without causing any collat- ^dcPVPX]bccWT
eral damage.
QdSVTc^UcWTUX[\
Al-Zawahiri made an effort to have a 1dccWT]8P\]^
unit in Kashmir, which he often compared ^]Tc^cT[[P]h^]T
to Palestine, but the determined efforts of fWPccWThbW^d[S
Indian security forces thwarted the attempt RWPaVT
0Rc^a
and their local leader was even eliminat¯0[XP1WPcc
ed. As recently as April this year, he made
a statement on the hijab issue in Karnataka.
FWT]8aTPRWTS
A little over a month ago, he even threat4eTaTbcXcfPbVaPc
ened terrorist strikes in Delhi, Mumbai,
XUhX]V\^\T]cQdc
and several places in Uttar Pradesh.
8fPb^][hcWX]Z
Though the government knew that he
X]VPQ^dcR[X\QX]V
did not have any cadres worth the name
S^f]bPUT[h
to execute his threat, his presence in
Afghanistan , enjoying the support of the <^d]cPX]TTa
ruling Taliban, should be a matter of grave ¯ 1PRWT]SaX?P[
concern for India. The U.S. must remain
focused on finishing the job and stamp- 8S^]ccWX]ZcWPccWT
PeXPcX^]\X]XbcTab
ing al-Qaida out permanently by maintain- cPbZbW^d[SQTc^
ing an aggressive operational tempo while \P]PVTcWTPXa[X]Tb8c
simultaneously diminishing the appeal and XbcWTY^Q^U\P]
resonance of its ideology in regions where PVTabCWTPeXPcX^]
it still thrives.
\X]XbcTabW^d[SVXeTSXaTRcX^]P]S
KV Chandra mouli | Mysuru eXbX^]c^cWTPeXPcX^]X]Sdbcah
BT]Shh^daUUTTSQPRZcc^)
[TccTabc^_X^]TTa/V\PX[R^\

0eXPcX^]<X]XbcTa
¯9h^cXaPSXchPBRX]SXP
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RJHU'HUU\DQGKLVVRQKDYHOLYHGWRJHWKHULQWKHWLQ\VFHQLF
KDPOHWRI.ODPDWK5LYHULQ1RUWKHUQ&DOLIRUQLDIRUPRUHWKDQ
\HDUV7KH\NQRZPRVWRIWKHWRZQ VRUVRUHVLGHQWV1RZ
WKH\ UHRQHRIWKHIHZIDPLOLHVOHIWDIWHU&DOLIRUQLD VODUJHVWDQGGHDG
OLHVWZLOGILUHRIWKH\HDUUDJHGWKURXJKWKHPRGHVWKRPHVDQGVWRUHVRI
WKHULYHUVLGHWRZQ
´,W VYHU\VDG,W VYHU\GLVKHDUWHQLQJµ'HUU\VDLG´6RPHRIRXUROG
HVWKRPHV\HDUROGKRPHVDUHJRQH,W VDVPDOOFRPPXQLW\*RRG
SHRSOHJRRGIRONVIRUWKHPRVWSDUWOLYHKHUHDQGLQWLPHZLOOUHEXLOG
%XWLW VJRLQJWRWDNHVRPHWLPHQRZµ
7KH0F.LQQH\)LUHWKDWHUXSWHGODVW)ULGD\UHPDLQHGRXWRIFRQWURO
GHVSLWHVRPHSURJUHVVDVILUHILJKWHUVWRRNDGYDQWDJHRIWKXQGHUVWRUPV
WKDWGXPSHGUDLQWKDWWHPSRUDULO\WRRNDELWRIKHDWRXWRIWKHSDUFKHG
VFRUFKHGUHJLRQQRWIDUIURPWKH2UHJRQERUGHU7KHDUHDVDZDQRWKHU
WKXQGHUVWRUP7XHVGD\WKDWGXPSHGKHDY\UDLQDQGVZHOOHGULYHUV7KH
ILUHKDVEXUQHGPRUHWKDQVTXDUHPLOHV VTXDUHNLORPHWHUV DQG
LVWKHODUJHVWRIVHYHUDOZLOGILUHVEXUQLQJLQWKH.ODPDWK1DWLRQDO)RUHVW
7KHILUHGLGQ WJURZRQ7XHVGD\DQGILUHRIILFLDOVVDLGFUHZVZHUH
DEOHWRXVHEXOOGR]HUVWRFDUYHILUHEUHDNVDORQJDULGJHWRSURWHFWKRPHV
DQGEXLOGLQJVLQWKHFRXQW\VHDWRI<UHND%XWVHYHUDOWKRXVDQGSHRSOH
UHPDLQHGXQGHUHYDFXDWLRQRUGHUVEXLOGLQJVUDQJLQJIURPKRPHV
WRJUHHQKRXVHVKDYHEXUQHGDQGDWOHDVWIRXUERGLHVKDYHEHHQIRXQG
LQWKHUHJLRQ7KHGHVWUXFWLRQRIDVPDOOFRPPXQLW\KDVVDGO\EHFRPH
DUHDOSRVVLELOLW\DVZLOGILUHVEHFRPHILHUFHULQWKH:HVWHUQ8QLWHG6WDWHV
:LOGILUHVLQ0RQWDQD,GDKRDQG1HEUDVNDKDYHGHVWUR\HGVRPH
KRPHVDQGFRQWLQXHWRWKUHDWHQFRPPXQLWLHV-XVWIRXU\HDUVDJRD
PDVVLYHEOD]HLQWKH6LHUUD1HYDGDIRRWKLOOVRI&DOLIRUQLDYLUWXDOO\UD]HG
WKH%XWWH&RXQW\WRZQRI3DUDGLVHNLOOLQJSHRSOH6FLHQWLVWVKDYHVDLG

FOLPDWHFKDQJHKDVPDGHWKH:HVWZDUPHUDQGGULHURYHUWKHODVWWKUHH
GHFDGHVDQGZLOOFRQWLQXHWRPDNHZHDWKHUPRUHH[WUHPHDQGZLOGILUHV
PRUHIUHTXHQWDQGGHVWUXFWLYH
:KHQLWEHJDQWKH0F.LQQH\)LUHZDVRQO\DFRXSOHKXQGUHGDFUHV
DQGILUHILJKWHUVWKRXJKWWKH\ZRXOGTXLFNO\KDYHLWXQGHUFRQWURO%XWWKHQ
DWKXQGHUVWRUPFHOOFDPHLQZLWKIHURFLRXVZLQGJXVWVWKDWZLWKLQKRXUV
KDGSXVKHGLWLQWRDQXQVWRSSDEOHFRQIODJUDWLRQ5RJHU'HUU\DQGKLV
VRQZKRVHQDPHLVVSHOOHG5RGJHU'HUU\GHFLGHGQRWWRHYDFXDWHZKHQ
WKHILUHEURNHRXWDQGVDLGWKHLUKRPHZKLFKWKH\ GWULHGWRVDIHJXDUG
E\WULPPLQJDZD\QHDUE\EXVKHVVXUYLYHG)LUHILJKWHUVDOVRVKRZHG
XSDQGGXJILUHEUHDNVDURXQGWKHQHLJKERXUKRRG%XWWKH\FRXOGVHH
WKHILUHDVLWWRUHLWVZD\WKURXJKWKHSODFHVDURXQGWKHP
´:KHQWKDWILUHFDPHRYHUWKDWULGJHOLQHLWKDGIRRWIODPHVIRU
DERXWILYHPLOHVDQGWKHZLQGZDVEORZLQJ,WZDVFRPLQJGRZQOLNHD
VROLGEORZWRUFK5RJHU'HUU\VDLG´7KHUHZDVQRWKLQJWRVWRSLWµ
7KHILUHGHVWUR\HGPRVWRIWKHKRPHVLQFOXGLQJWKRVHLQDWUDLOHU
SDUNDORQJZLWKWKHSRVWRIILFHFRPPXQLW\KDOODQGRWKHUVFDWWHUHGEXVL
QHVVHV7KHFDXVHKDVQ WEHHQGHWHUPLQHG,QQRUWKZHVWHUQ0RQWDQD
DILUHWKDWVWDUWHG)ULGD\QHDUWKHWRZQRI(OPRRQWKH)ODWKHDG,QGLDQ
5HVHUYDWLRQKDVEXUQHGVRPHVWUXFWXUHVEXWDXWKRULWLHVVDLGWKH\GLG
Q WLPPHGLDWHO\NQRZLIDQ\ZHUHKRPHV
7KH EOD]H PHDVXUHG  VTXDUH PLOHV  VTXDUH NLORPHWHUV  RQ
7XHVGD\ZLWKSHUFHQWFRQWDLQPHQWILUHRIILFLDOVVDLG6RPHUHVL
GHQWVZHUHIRUFHGWRIOHH0RQGD\DVJXVWLQJDIWHUQRRQZLQGVGURYHWKH
ILUH7KH0RRVH)LUHLQ,GDKRKDVEXUQHGPRUHWKDQVTXDUHPLOHV
VTXDUHNLORPHWHUV LQWKH6DOPRQ&KDOOLV1DWLRQDO)RUHVWZKLOHWKUHDW
HQLQJKRPHVPLQLQJRSHUDWLRQVDQGILVKHULHVQHDUWKHWRZQRI6DOPRQ
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fter Independence, successive
Governments at the Center, either
headed by the Congress, the
BharatiyaJanata Party or others
briefly, set up more than 45 committees and
commissions in pursuit of administrative
reforms. Unfortunately, most of their recommendations, which by and large
remained on paper, are not readily available
today for any required reference.
There has been weak follow up action
by the Union Governments, while an
absence of policy watchdogs in the civil
society allowed administrations to be
causal with the reports of the administrative reform commissions. On the occasion
of the 75 years of Independence being commemorated as 'AzadiKa Amrit Mahotsav',
it may be appropriate to review the futile
exercise done in this direction and consolidate fruitful recommendations for a better transparency and accountability in
governance.
A noteworthy and concerted effort was
made in this direction in the conference of
Chief Ministers held on May 24, 1997, leading to a comprehensive discussion to draft
a nine-point Action Plan for Effective and
Responsive Government at the Central and
State levels. The then prime minister IK
Gujral, who was in office just for a year,
presided over the deliberations. The conference recognized that, as the country completes 50 years of independence, and as the
people are assailed by growing doubts about
the accountability, effectiveness and moral
standards of administration, it was agreed
that immediate corrective steps must be
taken to restore the faith of the people in
the fairness, integrity and responsiveness of
the administration to rebuild the credibility of the government.
It was agreed in the conference that each
state would work for the implementation
of the Action Plan, making appropriate
allowance for variation on local circumstances. The Chief Ministers' Conference
resolved that the Central and State
Governments would work together to
concretize the action plan dealing with the
themes of accountability, transparency and
citizen friendly Government.
The nine points of the Action Plan were:
Citizens' charter and an accountable administration; Effective and speedy public grievance redress system; Empowering elected
local bodies in rural and urban areas and
decentralized delivery of services; Review
of laws, regulations and procedures;
Transparency and Right to Information;
Access of the public to information from
public offices and creation of facilitation
counters; Code of ethics for public services;
Tackling corruption and cleansing the
administration and Stability of tenure and
a scheme for civil services board.
The Conference also decided to set up
a Committee under the Cabinet Secretary,
including some of the Chief Secretaries in
the country as well as some senior officials
of the Government of India. The committee was required to draw up a time bound
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(The author is Chief
Public Relations Officer
to Chief Minister,
Telangana)

agenda for legal and regulatory
reforms in priority areas and consider steps to secure widespread
acceptance and feedback from different sections of the public and elicit cooperation of people for responsive administration.
Later, the then NDA
Government constituted in
November 2001 a Core Group with
Additional Secretary, Department of
Administrative Reforms and Public
Grievances as Chairman. The Core
Group was assigned the responsibility of taking stock of the important
administrative reform measures
undertaken at the Central and State
Government levels, evaluating the
status of administrative reforms in
Government and to suggest measures for promotion of Good
Governance in Central and State
Governments.
The Core Group subsequently
decided to constitute a Sub Group
(with the author of this article as one
of the members) to compile, analyse
and evaluate responses from state
governments. The Sub-Group after
a preliminary study observed that
the Central Government, State
Governments and Union Territory
Administration initiated action in
pursuance of recommendation of
the Chief Minister's Conference.
There was considerable progress
initially and a majority of State governments promptly responded in
implementing the Action Plan.
Formulation of Citizen Charters and
establishment of Public Facilitation
Centers. However, it was felt by the
core group and sub-group that the
progress towards achievement of
targets set-up in the CMs
Conference was far from
satisfactory.
Though the Freedom of

Information Bill was passed during
the AtalBihari Vajpayee-led NDA
government, the Center and States
failed to formulate rules and regulations, resulting in non-implementation of the Act. It was only
when Manmohan Singh, of the
United Progressive Alliance (UPA),
became prime minister in 2004 that
the Right to Information Act (RTI)
could be passed and implemented.
Afterwards, the effectiveness of
its implementation started getting
diluted and of late it is certainly not
on the expected lines.
Nevertheless, the RTI has come to
stay. Subsequently, what was happening either in States or at the
Center in the implementation of
the Action Plan is anybody's guess.
Every State and to that matter the
Union Government have their
own definition of administrative
reform and the Action Plan adopted in the CMs conference on the
eve of a country completing 50
years of independence has been
almost kept aside.
Now we are celebrating 75
years of independence. While this
was so, when Manmohan Singh was
prime minister, the president of
India on August 31, 2005, set up the
Second Administrative Reforms
Commission (ARC) to prepare a
detailed blueprint for revamping the
public administration system under
the Chairmanship of former Chief
Minister
of
Karnataka
VeerappaMoily. The Commission
was asked to suggest measures to
achieve a proactive, responsive,
accountable, sustainable and efficient administration for the country at all levels of the government.
The Commission was supposed
to consider: Organizational structure of the Government of India;

Ethics in governance; Refurbishing
of Personnel Administration;
Strengthening of Financial
Management Systems; Steps to
ensure effective administration at
the State level; Steps to ensure
effective District Administration;
Local Self-Government/Panchayati
Raj Institutions; Social Capital,
Trust and Participative public service delivery; Citizen-centric administration; Promoting e-governance;
Issues of Federal Polity; Crisis
Management and Public Order.
The Commission submitted its
detailed 15 reports beginning with
June 2006 on Right to
Information- Master Key to Good
Governance; Unlocking Human
Capital-Entitlement
and
Governance-a Case study; Crisis
Management;
Ethics
in
Governance; Public Order; Local
Governance; Capacity Building
for Conflict Resolution;
Combating Terrorism-Protecting
by Righteousness; Social CapitalA shared Destiny; Refurbishing of
Personnel Administration-Scaling
New Heights; Promoting eGovernance-the smart way forward;
Citizen
Centric
Administration; Organizational
Structure of Government of India;
Strengthening Financial management Systems and State and
District Administration. The consideration and implementation of
the recommendations did not see
the light of the day.
Prime Minister NarendraModi
as of now during the past eight years
seems to have not given a thought
to this area, though, nothing prevents his Government from studying the earlier recommendations on
Administrative Reforms for concrete action if found worthy.
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he recent raids by the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) at the residences of
associates of two West Bengal
Ministers have recovered more
than C40 crore cash. Both Partha
Chatterjee and his close aide
Arpita have been arrested. In
June 2022, Vijay Singla, Punjab
Minister, was arrested along
with his aides soon after becoming Minister for demanding
money.
In the month of June another IAS officer from Punjab
Sanjay Popli was arrested for
demanding bribes. A few
months ago in May 2022 the residence of Jharkhand Mining
Secretary Pooja Singhal, an IAS
officer, and her Chartered
Accountant were raided and
the ED recovered more than C19
crore.
Some months ago the for-
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( The author is Chairman,
Centre for Resource
Management and
Environment)

mer Home Minister of
Maharashtra Anil Deshmukh
was arrested in April 2022 by the
CBI on corruption charges and
money laundering. The police
inspector Sachin Waze and the
Minister's personal Secretary
and assistant were arrested. It
was alleged that the Minister had
directed Waze to collect C200
crores every month.
The Health Minister of
Delhi was arrested by ED for
C4.8 crore money laundering
cases after the CBI filed a case
for corruption in 2017. One
Indian Forest Service (IFS)
officer of Odisha cadre Abhay
Kant Patnaik was arrested in
November 2020 for spending
C3 crore for travelling on
Chartered flights and a huge
amount was found in the bank
account of his son.
For the past 15 years,

Uttarakhand Subordinate
Service Commission is always in
the news for recruitment scandals on the one hand and on the
other hand the youths are
trapped in outsourced scandals
for manpower engagements.
Similarly, in Uttar Pradesh
one Public Service Commission
Chief was of dubious qualifications, which openly created a big
scam in the recruitment of officers in the provincial services.
No one, it seems. is taking such
arrests of Ministers and crumbling of institutions seriously.
The purpose of narrating
these cases is to prick the core
conscience of the nation that the
system of governance in our
country, especially in states, has
started rotting. Degradation of
the system is not attracting the
attention of law-makers and
the judiciary to the extent these

institutions of governance
should. Such news has become
very common these days and it
seems the people have accepted
it as the new normal.
If we take into account the
prevailing scenario, the democratic institutions do not seriously bother for the sanctity of
accepting the truth and accountability. This will ultimately erode
the faith of the present democ-

ratic system and the history is
replete with examples that those
societies who do not learn from
the mistakes give way to dictatorial forces or disintegrate.
Sri Lanka is a recent example of how divisive politics and
corruption played over 40 years
ruined the nation.
In short the country's institutions of governance are crying
for reforms. The Prevention of
corruption Act should be
amended to provide for confiscation of property disproportionate to the known source of
income. The political parties
should be brought under the
section 2(h) of the Right of
Information Act so that in
money matters and giving tickets to criminals the voter has the
right to know.
The anti-defection law has
totally failed and it should be

scrapped altogether. To check
unruly behaviours of MPs and
MLAs a strong code of conduct
must be evolved and the presiding officers should be empowered to expel such members
from the rest of the session and
habitual misconduct shall be sufficient to debar such members
from contesting elections for
another six years.
Similarly, sudden and indiscriminate blockage of roads and
damage to public property in the
name of democratic protest
should be made a punishable
offence and for democratic
protests some specific place
should be assigned by the
administration like the one we
have at Jantar Mantar.
The local area development
fund of MPs and MLAs should
be linked to pre-approved
schemes in district develop-

ment plans so that these
schemes are included in the budget. There is a need to amend the
constitution and create a provision of 'Referendum' so that
direct democracy can be practiced to decide on certain
national issues like population
control and national security so
that fruits of development are
not frittered away.
The civil services must be
made accountable and a process
of periodical review should be
undertaken to weed out the inefficient, insensitive and corrupt
bureaucrats. A civil services
bureau may be created for this
purpose and also to punish civil
servants for misuse of powers
and the remits of corruption
should be redefined beyond
financial corruption to include
delays, procrastination and
deliberate arbitrary acts.
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Ukraine Prez: China 5XVVLDUHSHDWV3XWLQ VQHZPHVVDJHDJDLQVWQXFOHDUZDU
must not help Russia A
0?Q D=8C43=0C8>=B

Russian official has twice
repeated President Vladimir
Putin's new message that “a
nuclear war cannot be won and
must never be fought,” apparently trying to roll back on
Putin's warning after the
Ukraine invasion that Russia is
a “potent” nuclear power and
any attempt to interfere would
lead to “consequences you have
never seen.” Putin's comment
then dramatically escalated global tensions, which rose even further days later when he ordered
Russian nuclear forces put on
high alert.
Igor Vishnevetsky, deputy
director of the Russian Foreign

0?Q 20=14AA0

kraine President Volodymyr Zelenskyy on
Wednesday told Australian university students that
China must not help Russia in
its war against his homeland
and remain at least neutral.
Zelenskyy addressed 21
Australian universities in an
online discussion hosted by the
Australian National University
in Canberra.
Questioned by a student
about China's stance, Zelenskyy
said he would prefer Beijing
join countries including the US
and Australia that have condemned the Russian invasion
that began in February.
“As for now, China is balancing and indeed has neutrality and, I will be honest, this
neutrality is better than China
joining Russia,” Zelenskyy said
through an interpreter from
Ukraine.

U

“It's important for us that
China wouldn't help Russia,”
Zelenskyy added.
China has refused to criticise Russia's war in Ukraine or
even to refer to it as an invasion
in deference to Moscow, while
also condemning US-led sanctions against Russia and accusing the West of provoking
Moscow.
Chinese President Xi Jinping has said imposing sanctions
could act as a “double-edged
sword”, and that the global
community would suffer from
“politicising, mechanising and
weaponising” global economic trends and financial flows.
Zelenskyy has addressed
similar online university
forums: in Canada in June and
in Japan last month.
He thanked the Australian
government for providing
Ukraine with more support
than any other country outside
NATO.
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new round of US sanctions
A
targeting Russian elites
includes a woman named in
news reports as Vladimir
Putin's longtime romantic partner.
The Treasury Department
said Tuesday that the government has frozen the visa of
Alina Kabaeva, an Olympic
gymnast in her youth and former member of the state
Duma, and imposed other
property restrictions.
The department said she is
also head of a Russian national media company that promotes Russia's invasion of
Ukraine.

Ministry's nonproliferation and
arms control programme, on
Tuesday started his country's
address to the pandemic-delayed
conference to review the 50year-old
Nuclear
Nonproliferation Treaty by reading Putin's message to participants against a nuclear war.
And he repeated the same words
later. US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken in his speech at
Monday's opening called Putin's
warnings after the Ukraine invasion “reckless, dangerous nuclear
saber-rattling”.
What impact Putin's new
commitment has remains to be
seen.
Ukrainian Deputy Foreign
Minister Mykola Tochytskyi

told Monday's high-level meeting that Putin's open threat to
the world on Russia's ability to
use nuclear weapons had been
backed by “clear calls to do so by
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he UN nuclear chief warT
ned that Europe's largest
nuclear power plant in Ukraine
“is completely out of control”
and issued an urgent plea to
Russia and Ukraine to quickly
allow experts to visit the
sprawling complex to stabilise
the situation and avoid a
nuclear accident.
Rafael Grossi, director general of the International Atomic
Energy Agency, said in an
interview Tuesday with The
Associated Press that the situation is getting more perilous
every day at the Zaporizhzhya
plant in the southeastern city of
Enerhodar, which Russian
troops seized in early March,
soon after their Feb 24 invasion
of Ukraine.
“Every principle of nuclear
safety has been violated” at the

plant, he said. “What is at
stake is extremely serious and
extremely grave and dangerous.”
Grossi cited many violations of the plant's safety,
adding that it is “in a place
where active war is ongoing,”
near Russian-controlled territory.
The physical integrity of
the plant hasn't been respected, he said, citing shelling at the
beginning of the war when it
was taken over and continuing
information from Ukraine and
Russia accusing each other of
attacks at Zaporizhzhya.

can't be won and emphasised
“the need to prevent not only a
nuclear confrontation but also
any military confrontation
between nuclear powers”. “It is
imperative that all signatories
demonstrate in deeds their commitment to these provisions,” the
Russian official said.
The review conference,
which ends Aug 26, is aimed at
strengthening the NPT, which is
considered the cornerstone of
international disarmament
efforts. Its goal is to prevent the
spread of nuclear weapons and
eventually achieve a nuclear-free
world, and it has the widest support of any arms control agreement, with 191 parties to the
treaty.

the Russian state media.”
“Think tanks and experts
widely argue on what type of
nuclear weapons — tactical or
strategic — Russia will use during the ongoing war against
Ukraine,” he said. “This is the
background for our NPT review
conference.”
Defending Russia's military
intervention in Ukraine,
Vishnevetsky cited an expanded NATO that he said is “seeking undivided military, strategic
and geopolitical dominance”
and forced Moscow to defend its
“core security interests.”
Russia “has been subjected
to a hybrid military campaign
fraught with a slide into a direct
armed conflict between nuclear

powers,” he said. “Moreover,
the arms control system, which
has traditionally been a core pillar of international security and
stability, is currently facing a crisis that has no precedent in
recent history in terms of its
scale.” Vishnevetsky made no
mention of Putin's warning and
action after invading Ukraine,
but he said given the current situation “it is more critical than
ever that the nuclear powers
behave with restraint and
responsibility”.
He noted that in a joint statement in January the five nuclear
powers — Russia, United States,
China, Britain and France —
reiterated that a nuclear war
should never be fought and
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he first cargo ship to leave
T
Ukraine since the Russian
invasion was anchored at an
inspection area in the Black
Sea off the coast of Istanbul
Wednesday morning, awaiting an inspection.
Russian, Ukrainian, Turkish and UN officials will
check if the grain shipment is
in accordance with a crucial
agreement signed last month
by Moscow and Kyiv to
unblock Ukraine's agricultural exports and ease the
global food crisis.
The Sierra Leone-flagged
Razoni, loaded up with 26,000
tons of corn, set sail from
Odesa Monday.
Its final destination is
Lebanon.
The ship was anchored off
the coast of Istanbul, near the
mouth of the Bosporus Straits
that connect the Black Sea to
the Sea of Marmara and on to
the Aegean Sea.
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anning out like urban guerrillas through Paris' darkF
ened streets well after midnight,
the anti-waste activists shinny up
walls and drain pipes, reaching
for switches to turn off the
lights.
Click. Click. Click.
One by one, the outdoor
lights that stores had left on are
extinguished. It's one small but
symbolic step in a giant leap of
energy saving that Europe is trying to make as it rushes to wean
itself off natural gas and oil
from Russia so factories aren't
forced to close and homes stay
heated and powered.
Engineer Kevin Ha and his
equally nimble friends had been
acting against wasteful businesses in Paris long before
Russia started cutting energy
supplies to Europe in a battle of
wills over Moscow's invasion of
Ukraine. As such, the cam-

paigners were precursors of the
energy economy drive becoming all the rage in France,
Germany and elsewhere. Their
message — that everyone can
contribute — is almost wordfor-word what public officials
from cabinet ministers to mayors are saying now, too.
“Everyone can have a positive impact at their own level, by
adopting good practices, by
doing the right things to reduce
their overall energy footprint,”
the 30-year-old Ha said on a
recent night of light-extinguishing on the Champs-Élysées
boulevard.
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Lanka's newly-elected President
SdayriRanil
Wickremesinghe on Wednesinvited the political parties to
form an all-party government to
overcome the current economic crisis as the Parliament reconvened after
a seven-day adjournment.
President Wickremesinghe made
the remarks while presenting the
government's policy statement during
the third session of Parliament in
accordance with the powers vested in
him by Article 33 of the Constitution.
“All parties must get together to
steer the country,” he told the lawmakers. Wickremesinghe also thanked
Prime Minister Narendra Modi for
India's support to his country in the
tough times.
He said the debt restructuring
plan is in its final stages of being prepared and added that the economic

restructuring plan would be outlined
in the interim budget to be presented soon.

Following the presentation of the
policy statement by the President, the
House will be adjourned.
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Earlier, President Wickremesinghe was received in front of
Parliament with a Tri Force Guard of
Honour.
Speaker Mahinda Yapa Abeywardena and the Secretary General of
Parliament Dhammika Dasanayaka
welcomed the President at the main
steps of the Parliament building.
Wickremesinghe was elected
President by lawmakers on July 20 —
the first such occasion since 1978.
The 73-year-old President was
appointed for the rest of the term of
Gotabaya Rajapaksa who fled the
country and resigned on July 13 in the
face of a popular uprising against his
government for mismanaging the
island nation's economy.
Sri Lanka has seen months of
mass unrest over the worst economic crisis, with the government declaring bankruptcy in mid-April by refusing to honour its international debt.
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28-year-old man has been
arrested for illegally enterA
ing the Sri Lankan President's
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ri Lanka's newly-elected
President Ranil Wickremesinghe on Wednesday said his
government is preparing a
national economic policy for
the next 25 years to transform
the crisis-hit country into a
modern and competitive
export economy.
Presenting his government's policy statement during
the third session of Parliament,
President Wickremesinghe
once again invited the political
parties to form an all-party
government to overcome the
current economic crisis as the
House reconvened after a
seven-day adjournment.
“I took over a country that
was in disaster. Severe economic crisis on one side, massive public opposition on the
other,” said Wickremesinghe,
who was elected President by
lawmakers on July 20 - the first

S

such occasion since 1978.
The 73-year-old President
was appointed for the rest of
the term of Gotabaya
Rajapaksa who fled the country and resigned on July 13 in
the face of a popular uprising
against his government for
mismanaging the island
nation's economy.
“Today, we are facing an
unprecedented situation that
our country has never faced in
recent history. We are in great
danger. The country could
extricate and be secured from
that danger, only if we all face
this challenge together as one
people,” he said, urging political parties to form an all-party
government.
“I once again request all
parties representing the people
in this Parliament to unite in
the formation of an All-Party
Government. I respectfully
extend the hand of friendship
to all of you,” he said.

House and taking photographs
while sitting on the President's
chair, a media report said on
Wednesday.
Colombo Crimes Division
(CCD) in Deraniyagala arrested the man for illegally entering the President's House here
on July 9 when anti-government protesters stormed the
iconic building, the Daily
Mirror reported.
The
then-president
Gotabaya Rajapaksa had vacated his official residence a day
before the protesters stormed
the building.
A video circulating on
social media platforms showed
the man emulating Presidential
credentials while sitting on the
President's chair as anarchy
mounted in Sri Lanka amid an
unprecedented financial crisis.
The protesters, who had
been occupying the presidential office building along with
the president's house, the prime
minister's official residence,
and the office, later vacated the
sites, leaving only the presidential office under their grasp.
Sri Lankan troops on July
22 forcibly cleared the presidential office building and the
gate, receiving widespread
international condemnation of
the action.
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ri Lanka's Supreme Court on
Wednesday extended until
SAugust
11 the overseas travel
ban on former prime minister
Mahinda Rajapaksa and his
younger brother and former
finance minister Basil Rajapaksa,
who are widely blamed for the
current economic crisis in the
island nation.
On August 1, the country's
apex court had extended until
August 4 the overseas travel ban
on Rajapaksa and his younger
brother when a motion related
to a petition requesting the
court to issue an order for an
investigation against the people
responsible for the current economic crisis came up.
The petition by a group
including former Chairman of
the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce Chandra Jayaratne, former Sri Lanka swimming
champion Julian Bolling, Jehan
Kanagaratna and Transparency
International Sri Lanka, claimed
that three persons — Basil,
Mahinda and former Central

Bank Governor Ajith Nivard
Cabraal — were directly
responsible for the unsustainability of Sri Lanka's foreign
debt, its debt default and the
current economic crisis leading
to an acute shortage of basic
commodities such as food, fuel,
and medicines.
On July 15, Sri Lanka's apex
court had barred the trio from
leaving the country till July 28.
The ban was later extended till
August 2.
Earlier this month, Basil
was prevented from leaving Sri
Lanka following protests from
passengers and officials at the
Bandaranaike International
Airport here.
Mahinda and Basil's brother Gotabaya Rajapaksa, the former Sri Lankan President,
arrived in Singapore on July 14
on a “private visit” from the
Maldives after he fled his country to escape a popular uprising
against his government's economic
mismanagement.
Rajapaksa has been issued a new
visa by Singapore, extending his
stay in the country till August 11.
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hina on Wednesday said
it will take “strong and
effective” countermeasures against the US and
Taiwan for violating the “OneChina policy”, as the US House
of Representatives Speaker
Nancy Pelosi successfully completed her visit to Taipei disregarding Beijing's vociferous
threats.
“We will do what we have
said. Please have some
patience,” Foreign Ministry
spokesman Hua Chunying told
a media briefing here while
responding to questions on
what more actions China could
take in addition to lodging
diplomatic protests with the
US, conducting live fire drills
around the Taiwan island and
banning some food imports
from Taipei.
China views Taiwan as a
breakaway province which will
one day unite with it. Beijing
has not ruled out the possible
use of force to reunify the selfruled island with the mainland.
“We will do what we say.
These measures will be strong,
effective and resolute,” Hua,
who is also the Assistant
Chinese Foreign Minister, said
to question whether China
plans to impose sanctions
against Pelosi as well as Taiwan
leaders like President Tsai Ingwen. Pelosi's successful visit to
Taiwan, which China claims as
part of its mainland, has left
questions about the efficacy of
Beijing's high-voltage rhetoric
ahead of her visit as it added
more pressure to act after she
left the island.
Pelosi arrived on Tuesday
night by a US Air Force jet to
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by a top American official in 25
years, China on Wednesday
announced punitive measures
on outfits seeking “Taiwan
independence”, banned imports
of some Taiwanese food products and suspended the export
of natural sand.
China, which claims
Taiwan as its territory and
opposes any engagement by
Taiwanese officials with foreign governments, announced
a series of military exercises

around the self-ruled island
on Tuesday night after Pelosi
landed in the Taiwanese capital, Taipei.
By allowing the 82-yearold top Democrat to visit
Taipei, China accuses the US
of violating the 'One China'
policy under which Beijing
regards Taiwan as part of the
Chinese mainland.
The Taiwan Affairs Office
of the State C ouncil, a
Chinese official body which
looks after Taiwan affairs,
announced the punitive measures on organisations related to die-hard elements seeking “Taiwan independence”.

putting up a “political stunt” for
their personal gains.
As for the specific countermeasures China will be taking, the Chinese side is deeply
committed to upholding its
sovereignty, territorial integrity and security interests, Hua
said. “We are determined to do
that, there should be no questions about that. Our countermeasures will be strong, effective and resolute,” she said.
Earlier, Chinese Vice
Foreign Minister Xie Feng
“urgently summoned” the US
Ambassador to China Nicholas
Burns late Tuesday night and
lodged stern representations
and strong protests over Pelosi's
visit.
Noting that the US side

shall “pay the price” for its
“mistakes” for going ahead
with the visit disregarding stern
warnings from Beijing, Xie
urged the US to immediately
address its wrongdoings, take
practical measures to undo
the adverse effects caused by
Pelosi's visit to Taiwan, staterun Xinhua news agency
reported. The US must not go
further down the wrong path,
escalating tensions and making
the situation across the Taiwan
Strait and China-US relations
irreparable, Xie said.
He added that the US
should stop playing the
“Taiwan card”, stop using
Taiwan to contain China in any
form, and stop interfering in
China's internal affairs.

urious over the US House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi's highF
profile visit to Taipei, the first

Taipei amid intense speculation
about adverse actions by
Beijing. The visit of Pelosi,
who is the third highest official,
is the first by a top US leader
to Taiwan in 25 years.
The 82-year-old top
Democratic Party leader left
Taipei on Wednesday amid
the glare of international publicity and leaving a trail of anger
and bitterness in China.
Observers say her successful visit to Taiwan has put
pressure on Beijing as it dented the strong man image of
President Xi Jinping, who in
the next few months was
expected to be endorsed for an
unprecedented third term to
continue in power for another
five years or perhaps for life by

the
once-in-a-five-year
Congress of the ruling
Communist Party of China
(CPC). Hua defended the live
firing drills by the Chinese military around Taiwan as well as
the deployment of fighter jets
in the Taiwan Straits during
Pelosi's visit, saying China was
compelled to act in self-defence
after her visit which has violated China's sovereignty and
territorial integrity.
The root cause of the tensions is that the Taiwan authorities have been using the
strength of the US to seek
Taiwan's independence, Hua
said. About criticism by some
that China has failed to prevent
Pelosi from visiting Taiwan,
Hua said the US politicians are
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few Chinese old-timers
A
read the pages of a newspaper on Wednesday hung up
behind glass on an outdoor display board in a relic of presmartphone days when that's
how people in China got the
news. Wang Junzhong, 70,
peered at an editorial in the
Global Times, an outspoken,
fiercely nationalistic voice of
the ruling Communist Party.
The headline read, “To
safeguard national sovereignty
and security, the Chinese military dares to show the spirit of
the sword.”
After weeks of threatening
rhetoric, China showed spirit
but stopped short of any direct
military confrontation with
the US over the visit to Taiwan
of a senior American politician,
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi.
Instead, it opted for military drills as a show of force,
sending fighter jets into the air
and scrambling crews on navy
ships in simulated emergencies
after Pelosi defied Chinese
warnings and flew into Taiwan
on a US government plane on
Tuesday night.
The failure to stop Pelosi
from visiting Taiwan — a selfgoverning island that China

claims as its territory — disappointed some Chinese who
had been riled up by the government's tough words ahead
of her trip. But Wang, in long
sleeves and long pants despite
the muggy weather, expressed
understanding.
“If China didn't care about
its people, it could just go
ahead and use force,” Wang
said. “If China cares about its
people, it's fine to tolerate for
now. There is not much we can
do. I think the leaders are facing a dilemma.” Bringing
Taiwan, an island of 23 million
people just 160 kilometers off
China's east coast, under
Chinese control is a longstanding goal of the
Communist Party.
Its leaders say that Taiwan
is part of China and that the US
and other countries have no
right to meddle in what it
considers a domestic issue.
The US, under a oneChina policy, doesn't recognise
Taiwan as a nation but maintains informal relations and
defence ties with its government — to China's displeasure.
But China loathes to get
into a war with the United
States, even as it adds aircraft
carriers and high-tech weaponry to its forces.
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ritish-Indian prime ministerial
candidate Rishi Sunak on
B
Wednesday pledged a crackdown on
Islamist extremism, the UK's most
“;significant terror threat”;, with a
widened government definition of
extremism and strengthening existing terrorism legislation.
The 42-year-old former
Chancellor, who is seen closing the
gap with opponent Foreign Secretary
Liz Truss in the race to 10 Downing
Street, also vowed to weed out
organisations that promote extremism in the UK and refocus the “;failing”; Prevent programme, a government tool intended to tackle Islamist
extremism. “There is no more
important duty for a Prime Minister
than keeping our country and our
people safe,” said Sunak, on the
campaign trail to win Conservative
Party members' votes.
“Whether redoubling our efforts
to tackle Islamist extremism or root-

ing out those who are vocal in their
hatred of our country, I will do whatever it takes to fulfil that duty.
Britain is a beacon of freedom, tolerance and diversity. We must never
let those who seek to undermine and
destroy our way of life to succeed,”
he said. The Ready4Rishi campaign
team released details of what has
been dubbed as “ambitious plans” to
tackle Islamist extremism and protect the UK from terrorism.
“Rishi will refocus the failing
Prevent programme onto the UK's
most significant terror threat –
Islamist extremism and widen the
government's definition of extremism to encompass those who vilify
our country,” the statement said.
“By far and away, the single
largest terror threat to the UK's
national security is Islamist extremism, but the organisation tasked
with preventing terrorism in the UK
is failing on this front. Islamist
extremists make up roughly 80 per
cent of live counter-terrorism inves-

tigations and 68 per cent of all
extremists in prison, but only 22 per
cent of Prevent referrals and Channel
cases,” the statement noted.
“Rishi would reform the Prevent
programme so that the profile of cases
in the programme broadly reflects the

terror threat posed to the UK.”
Sunak also plans to review how
the Prevent programme can be
linked more effectively with mental
health services to improve Prevent's
ability to differentiate between those
with mental health problems and

those with extreme world views.
Extremism is defined in the
2011 Prevent strategy as “vocal or
active opposition to fundamental
British values, including democracy,
the rule of law, individual liberty and
mutual respect and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs”, and “calls for
the death of members of our armed
forces, whether in this country or
overseas”.
Sunak in his campaign pledge
notes that extremists do not just want
to attack our values, but our very
existence. Therefore, he intends to
add “vilification of the United
Kingdom” to the definition of
extremism, making sure that those
with an extreme hatred of the country that leads them to pose a risk to
national security can be “identified
and diverted away from a destructive
path”. This expanded definition is
intended to help guide the public sector in its work to keep the UK safe.
The UK-born Indian-origin candidate in the race to succeed outgo-

ing Tory leader and Prime Minister
Boris Johnson also believes there
have been too many examples of
publicly funded charities and organisations accused of promoting
extremist ideology in the UK.
“Rishi will conduct an audit of
publicly funded third-party organisations – starting with those linked
to the government's anti-radicalisation work – to make sure no extremist organisation receives taxpayer
money,” his campaign team said.
Additionally, Sunak's plan to
amend the Terrorism Act is intended to make the support of a proscribed organisation and the encouragement of terrorism in a prison cell
an offence, even if it involves only
two prisoners. If elected Prime
Minister, he intends to pass a Bill of
Rights to make it easier to separate
terrorists from the general prison
population, making sure they can no
longer abuse our human rights
framework to spread their “poisonous ideology”.

1XST]c^bXV]
TgTRdcXeT^aSTa
c^_a^cTRccaPeT[
U^aPQ^acX^]

0?Q F0B78=6C>=

S President Joe Biden on
U
Wednesday will sign an
executive order aimed in part
at making it easier for women
seeking abortions to travel
between states to obtain access
to the procedure.
More specifically, one of
the directives Biden will issue
will allow states that have not
outlawed abortion to apply for
specific Medicaid waivers that
would, in effect, help them
treat women who have travelled from out of state.
The order will also call on
health care providers to comply with federal nondiscrimination laws and streamline
the collection of key data and
information on maternal
health at the National
Institutes of Health and the
Centres for Disease Control
and Prevention.
The details were described
by senior administration officials who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss
the executive order ahead of a
formal announcement.
Biden, who continues to
isolate in the White House
residence after a rebound case
of COVID-19, will sign the
executive order as he helps
launch a federal task force on
access to reproductive care,
led by Vice President Kamala
Harris, the officials said.
The new order nonetheless falls short of what many
Democratic lawmakers and
abortion advocacy groups
have demanded of the Biden
administration since the
Supreme Court's decision
overturning the landmark
1973 ruling Roe vs. Wade.
One chief ask has been for
Biden to declare a public
health emergency on abortion,
which White House officials
have said would do little to
free up federal resources or
activate new legal authorities.
Wednesday's order is the
latest in a series of executive
actions from the Biden
administration since the constitutional right to an abortion
was eliminated in Dobbs v.
Jackson Women's Health
Organisation in June.
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op Southeast Asian diplomats meeting in Cambodia's capital intensified
efforts on Wednesday to stop
the escalating violence in
Myanmar, and to address other
pressing — and often divisive
— regional issues.
It is the first in-person
meeting of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations foreign
ministers since the outbreak of
the COVID-19 pandemic,
which has weakened economies
and complicated diplomacy,
and comes at a time of
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he US has issued a worldwide alert asking its citizens
T
to maintain a high level of vigilance when travelling abroad
as al-Qaeda supporters may
target American facilities, personnel or nationals in the wake
of killing of the terror network's
emir Ayman al-Zawahiri.
Zawahiri, who played a
key role in the 9/11 attacks and
later formed the group's regional affiliate in the Indian subcontinent, was killed in a drone
strike carried out by CIA on
Saturday at a house in a posh
locality in the Afghan capital
Kabul where he was sheltering
to reunite with his family.
“Following al-Zawahiri's
death, supporters of al-Qaeda,
or its affiliated terrorist organisations, may seek to attack US
facilities, personnel, or citizens,” the alert issued by the
Department of State said.
As terrorist attacks often
occur without warning, US
citizens are strongly encouraged to maintain a high level of
vigilance and practice good situational awareness when travelling abroad, it added.
Worldwide cautions provide US citizens with general
information regarding terrorist activities, political violence,
and criminal activity that occur
abroad, as well as specific recommendations on how to prepare for possible contingencies.

The Department of State
remains concerned about the
continued threat of terrorist
attacks, demonstrations, and
other violent actions against US
citizens and interests overseas,
it said.
“The Department of State
believes there is a higher potential for anti-American violence
given the death of Ayman alZawahiri on July 31, 2022,” it
warned. Current information
suggests that terrorist organisations continue to plan terrorist attacks against US interests in multiple regions across
the globe.
These attacks may employ
a wide variety of tactics including suicide operations, assassinations, kidnappings, hijackings, and bombings, the advisory added.
It asked US citizens abroad
to monitor the local news and
maintain contact with the nearest US Embassy or Consulate.

increased tensions between the
United States and China, as well
as global increases in food and
energy prices following Russia's
invasion of Ukraine. “ASEAN
has to deal with challenges of
different types and levels but
never before, never like this
year, have we been confronted
at the same time with so many
perils for the region and the
world at large,” Cambodia's
Foreign Minister Prak Sokhonn
told the delegates ahead of the
meetings.
Cambodia currently holds
the rotating chairmanship of
ASEAN, which also includes
the Philippines, Malaysia,

Indonesia, Laos, Singapore,
Thailand, Vietnam and Brunei
in addition to Myanmar.
The military ousted the
democratically elected gov-

ernment of Aung San Suu Kyi
in Myanmar in February 2021,
and the country was asked not
to send any political representative to the ASEAN meetings

in response to the violence that
has ensued.
In protest of that decision,
Myanmar's military government said it would send no delegate at all, so is unrepresented in the talks, complicating
efforts to push the country to
comply with ASEAN's fivepoint plan for peace, which it
has largely been ignoring.
“You're trying to solve the
problem in Myanmar without
talking to them,” conceded
Cambodia's spokesperson for
the meetings, Kung Phoak, a
Foreign Ministry official who
also serves as the group's special envoy to Myanmar.

“We are trying to talk to
them, trying to explain to
them, trying to express our
frustration. But at the same
time we also want to hear
from them, what they think,
how they can do more, so that
we can make sure that the
implementation of the fivepoint consensus is moving forward as fast as possible.”
Suu Kyi's ouster triggered
widespread peaceful protests
that were violently suppressed.
They have evolved into an
armed resistance and the country has slipped into what some
UN experts characterize as a
civil war.
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exico's Attorney General's Office said it has
opened several lines of investigation against
former President Enrique Peña Nieto, several
weeks after the country's anti-money laundering
agency accused the former leader of handling millions of dollars in possibly illegal funds. Peña Nieto
is under investigation for election-related crimes
tied to company, money laundering and illicit
enrichment, according to a statement from the
Attorney General's Office.
The press statement issued on Tuesday
referred to him only as “Enrique P” in keeping
with Mexican policy of not identifying those
accused of crimes. But an official with the prosecutor's office confirmed that it concerned Peña
Nieto. Peña Nieto governed Mexico from 2012 to
2018 and has since been living in Spain. When
the criminal complaint from the Financial
Intelligence Unit was announced last month, Peña

he United Nations said
Yemen's warring parties
T
have agreed to renew an exist-

M

Nieto wrote in his Twitter account that his money
was legally obtained. No charges have been filed.
Last month, Pablo Gomez, the head of the unit
said a company run by Peña Nieto's family had
“a symbiotic relationship” with a firm that
received about USD 500 million in government
contracts while he was president.
Tuesday's announcement did not add many
details, but it did name Spanish construction company OHL, which has a subsidiary in Mexico, as
being involved in a number of the allegations
against Peña Nieto. It said charges could come in
that investigation in the coming months.

ing truce for another two
months after concerted international efforts.
The already 4-month-old
cease-fire has been the longest
nationwide ease in fighting
since the war began in the Arab
world's poorest country nearly eight years ago.
The UN envoy to Yemen
Hans Grundberg said in a
statement that the country's
internationally recognised government and the Houthi rebels
had also agreed to try to arrive
at “an expanded truce agreement as soon as possible” on

Tuesday.
Yemen's civil war erupted
in 2014, when the Houthis
descended from their northern
enclave and took over the capital, forcing the government to
flee to the south before its exile
in Saudi Arabia. A Saudi-led
coalition — then backed by the
United Sates — entered the war

in early 2015 to try to restore
the government to power. Since
then, the conflict has turned
into a proxy war between
regional foes Saudi Arabia and
Iran, which backs the Houthis.
The truce renewal
announcement came hours
after an Omani delegation concluded three days of talks with
the Houthi leadership, including with the rebels' chief AbdelMalek al-Houthi in the capital
of Sanaa.
After the announcement,
Mohammed Abdel-Salam, the
Houthi chief negotiator and
spokesman, thanked Oman for
its efforts and called for the UN
to work to open the airport in
Sanaa, and the key port of
Hodeida in a tweet.
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RBI’S MPC STARTS
MONETARY POLICY REVIEW
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he Reserve Bank of India's rate-setting panel
on Wednesday began its three-day deliberations on the next bi-monthly monetary
policy amid expectations of at least a 35-basispoint hike in the interest rate to check high inflation.
If raised, it will be the third consecutive hike
in the repo rate — the short-term rate at which
the RBI lends money to banks.
The central bank has already announced to
gradually withdraw its accommodative monetary
policy stance.
Headed by RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das,
the Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) is scheduled to announce its decision on August 5.
Both the central bank and the government
have been taking steps to contain inflation which
is ruling above the RBI's comfort level of 6 per cent
since January this year and stood at 7.01 per cent
in June.
Inflation based on the wholesale price index
(WPI) remained in double-digit for 15 months in
a row. The WPI reading was 15.18 per cent in June.
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in
Rajya Sabha on Tuesday said: “We have made sure
that the Reserve Bank of India and the
Government, put together, are taking enough steps
to make sure that it is kept in the band of 7 or ideally below 6”.
The RBI raised the short-term borrowing rate
(repo) twice so far this fiscal -- by 40 basis points
(bps) in May and 50 bps in June to tame retail
inflation.
The existing repo rate of 4.9 per cent is still
below the pre-Covid level of 5.15 per cent. The

T
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he government has halved
the windfall tax on the
export of diesel and scrapped the
levy on jet fuel (ATF) shipments
but raised the tax on domestically produced crude oil. The tax
on the export of diesel was cut
to Rs 5 per litre from Rs 11,
according to an official notification issued on Tuesday
evening. Export of petrol will
continue to attract nil tax.
The tax on domestically
produced crude oil was hiked
to Rs 17,750 per tonne from Rs
17,000, a move that will hit producers like ONGC and Vedanta
Ltd. The cut in taxes - the second in as many weeks - came
as India's trade gap swelled to
a record.
The measures come hours
after data showed India's trade
deficit ballooned to a record
high in July, as elevated commodity prices and a weak rupee
inflated the country's import

T

central bank sharply reduced the repo rate in 2020
to tide over the crisis induced by the pandemic.
Experts are of the view that the RBI would
raise the benchmark rate to at least the pre-pandemic level this week and even further in later
months.
Punjab & Sind Bank managing director
Swarup Kumar Saha said he expects RBI to hike
the repo rate between 35 bps and 50 bps this week
in view of the prevailing economic situation.
Umesh Revankar, MD & CEO, Shriram
Transport Finance Company said the MPC is
expected to unanimously vote for an upward of
35 bps hike in policy rates in August 2022 as the
domestic macro-economy has not changed much
since the previous policy.
The government has tasked the RBI to
ensure consumer price index-based inflation
remains at 4 per cent with a margin of 2 per cent
on either side.
The RBI mainly factors in retail inflation based
on Consumer Price Index (CPI) while arriving at
its monetary policy.
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bill. The gap between exports
and imports widened to USD
31.02 billion in July from USD
26.18 billion in June. This, as a
result of exports falling and elevated commodity prices
together with a weak rupee, is
inflating the import bill.
Imports jumped 43.59 per
cent in July from the year-ago
month, while exports dropped
0.76 per cent. India first
imposed windfall taxes on July
1, joining a growing number of
nations that taxes super normal
profits of energy companies.
But international oil prices
have cooled since then, eroding profit margins at both oil
producers and refiners.
On July 1, export duties of
Rs 6 per litre (USD 12 per barrel) were levied on petrol and
ATF and a Rs 13 a litre tax on
the export of diesel (USD 26 a
barrel). A Rs 23,250 per tonne
windfall tax on domestic crude
production (USD 40 per barrel)
was also levied.
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he Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI) has
T
detected customs duty evasion
of around Rs 2,217 crore by
smartphone maker Vivo India,
a subsidiary of China-based
Vivo Communication Technology, a Finance Ministry statement issued Wednesday said.
During the investigation,
searches were conducted by
DRI officers at the factory
premises of Vivo India, which
led to the recovery of incriminating evidence indicating wilful misdeclaration in the
description of certain items
imported by it for use in the
manufacture of mobile phones,
it said.
This misdeclaration resulted in wrongful availment of
ineligible duty exemption benefits by Vivo India, amounting
to Rs 2,217 crore, the statement
said.

After completion of the
investigation, a show cause
notice has been issued to Vivo
India demanding customs duty
amounting to Rs 2,217 crore,
under the provisions of the
Customs Act, 1962, it added.
Rs 60 crore has been voluntarily deposited by Vivo India,
towards discharge of their differential duty liability, the statement said.
Vivo Mobile India Private
Limited or Vivo India is a subsidiary company of Vivo
Communication Technology
Co Ltd, Guangdong, China,
and is engaged in the business
of manufacturing, assembling,
wholesale trading as well as
distribution of mobile handsets
and accessories.
Recently, in another set of
investigations conducted by the
DRI, show-cause notices
demanding a duty of Rs 4,403.88
crore were issued to Oppo
Mobiles India Private Limited.

ithin days of bidding for
spectrum in auctions,
W
Bharti Airtel on Wednesday
announced it has signed 5G
network agreements with gear
makers Ericsson, Nokia and
Samsung to commence deployment this month.
Airtel highlighted its longstanding relationship for connectivity and pan-India managed services with Ericsson
and Nokia while stating that
partnership with Samsung will
begin this year onwards.
The Sunil Mittal-led firm
recently acquired 19,867.8
MHZ spectrum in 900 MHz,
1800 MHz, 2100 MHz, 3300
MHz and 26 GHz bands, bolstering its spectrum holding.
Bharti Airtel, which
acquired spectrum worth Rs
43,084 crore in the just-concluded auction, had said it is
well-positioned to usher in the
5G revolution in India.
Gopal Vittal, CEO of
Airtel, said, “We are delighted
to announce that Airtel will
commence roll out of 5G services in August.” Vittal said the
network agreements are
finalised and Airtel will work
with the best technology partners from across the world to
deliver the full benefits of 5G
connectivity to its consumers.
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nvestors have became richer by over Rs
13.53 lakh crore in six days, with equity benchmarks on a winning run amid
foreign fund inflows and supportive
global cues.
The 30-share BSE Sensex ended
214.17 points or 0.37 per cent higher at
58,350.53 on Wednesday, logging its
sixth straight session of gains. The benchmark has jumped 3,082.04 points or 5.57
per cent during this time.
Mirroring the positive trend in equities, the market capitalisation of BSE-listed firms climbed Rs 13,53,337.25 crore in
six days to reach Rs 2,71,08,366.69 crore.
“Market has rebounded strongly with
a turn in the trajectory of foreign investor
flows. A perceived pivot in the Fed's tightening cycle and cooling off of crude oil

prices have made the macro environment
more favourable for India, which has outperformed EM and Asian peers by 6 per
cent in the last week,” said S Hariharan,
Head- Sales Trading, Emkay Global
Financial Services.
On Wednesday, Tech Mahindra
emerged as the biggest gainer in the
Sensex pack, climbing 1.97 per cent, followed by TCS, Infosys, Asian Paints,
Titan, ICICI Bank, Bharti Airtel and
Reliance Industries.
Maruti Suzuki, Sun Pharma, Kotak
Mahindra Bank, IndusInd Bank, Bajaj
Finance and ITC were among the laggards.
“Bulls and bears slugged it out in a
volatile charged session, but eventually the
former maintained their winning streak
on Dalal Street on buying in IT and select
finance stocks.

“Even as FII buying into local equities has resumed after a gap of 3 months,
traders are taking a stock-specific
approach ahead of the RBI's rate decision
on Friday,” said Shrikant Chouhan, Head
of Equity Research (Retail), Kotak
Securities.
In the broader market, the BSE midcap gauge dipped 0.60 per cent and the
smallcap index fell 0.28 per cent.
Among the BSE sectoral indices, IT
climbed 1.28 per cent, followed by teck
(1.13 per cent) and finance (0.02 per cent).
Telecom, capital goods, realty, auto, basic
materials, FMCG and industrials were
among the laggards.
Foreign institutional investors
remained net buyers in the capital markets as they bought shares worth Rs
765.17 crore on Wednesday, as per
exchange data.
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n indigenous 5G test bed
A
has been established at a
cost of Rs 224 crore for experimenting and demonstrating
5G products, applications and
use cases, Parliament was
informed on Wednesday.
Many 5G products are
being developed by the Centre
for Development of Telematics
(CDoT) and Indian startups, in
line with policy initiatives of the
government through flagship
programmes and schemes for
telecom products, Minister of
State for Communications
Devusinh Chauhan said in a
written reply to the Lok Sabha.
The 5G technology offers
benefits, such as high speed,
low latency, high connection
density and greater reliability.
“Also, an indigenous 5G
test bed has been set up at a
total cost of Rs 224 crore to
facilitate for experimenting
and demonstrating 5G products/ applications/ use cases,”
the minister said.
As many as 31 companies
have been selected under the
production-linked incentive
(PLI) scheme for the manu-
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he Indira Gandhi International Airport here
has successfully commissioned 14 new Code
T
C aircraft stands at its Terminal 1. According to
facturing of telecom products.
“With the objective to build
a strong ecosystem for 5G, the
scheme guidelines for PLI
scheme have been amended to
facilitate design-led manufacturing of 5G products in the
country,” Chauhan said.
The 5G spectrum auction
saw “enthusiastic participation” of the industry and 71 per
cent of the total spectrum put
up, has been sold.
The total bid amount for
the spectrum for which rights
were acquired by successful
bidders stood at Rs 1,50,173
crore.
Nearly 72097.85 MHz of
spectrum with a validity period of 20 years has been put to
auction.

the GMR group-led Delhi International Airport
Limited (DIAL), these new stands would be able
to handle Code C aircraft such as A320 and B737
which have a wingspan measuring between 24
metres and 36 metres. These are connected with
newly built taxiways E9, F3 and F4 that lead to
Terminal 1. The work was completed about 10
weeks ahead of the scheduled completion date.
“The new Apron with 82 Code C stands, for
T1 is being built in three phases. In the first phase,
19 out of 82 Code C stands were made operational
in October 2021. Now, in the second phase, 14
stands have been commissioned and handed over
to Air Traffic Control for operations. With this,
DIAL has successfully commissioned 33 out of
82 stands,” he said.
“The newly constructed 14 stands were handed over for operations to ATC on July 26, 10 weeks
ahead of the scheduled completion date of
October 6, 2022,” he said.
“The new layout of Code C stands would
facilitate improved air traffic flow, ensure faster
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nvest India, a national investment promotion and faciliItation
agency, on Wednesday
signed a MoU with Singapore's
Infrastructure Asia to jointly
work on capacity building and
sharing of knowledge as India
implements its USD 1.4 trillion
National Infrastructure Pipeline (NIP).
India's National Infrastructure Pipeline (NIP) is a first-ofits-kind, whole-of-government
exercise to provide world-class
infrastructure to citizens and
improve their quality of life. It
aims to improve project preparation and attract investments
into infrastructure
“This MoU is targeted

more at capacity building,
sharing knowledge and making more introductions,” Invest
India Vice President Rahul
Agarwal told PTI.
“This is more to learn
from Singapore and broader
Asia and likewise they can
learn from us (India),” he said.
Infrastructure Asia, a
Singapore based platform for
infra players to discuss key
issues, will bring the Singapore
eco system into India and
Invest India will act as facilitator into the country.
“We are actually becoming
a bridge to connect Singapore's
eco system to that of India's,”
said Agarwal.
He added: “We are trying
to take it deeper and broader,

especially from doing more
technical work.”
Agarwal exchanged the
MoU with Infrastructure Asia
Executive Director Lavan
Thiru after the two-day infrastructure forum.
Agarwal also shared the
progress on the USD 1.4 trillion for the NIP, saying, “We
will complete this funding as
we are working across the sectors.”
“We working on the highway Bharatmala Pariyojana
program and constructing
more than 10,000-km of highways every year.”
On the renewable front,
125 GW has been delivered
while 50-GW is under construction now.

turnaround time for aircraft and improve safety
in the Apron area,” he informed.
“Each of the stands in the new smart T1
Apron is equipped with the latest technological
upgrades which include Visual Docking Guidance
System (VDGS), Fuel Hydrant System (FHS) and
Ground Power Units (GPU) and Pre-Conditioned
Air (PCA).This would lead to a reduction in the
number of Ground Support Equipment (GSE) for
an aircraft and hence, will ensure faster aircraft
turnaround time and improved safety,” the official said.
Commenting on the successful completion
of Phase 2 of T1 Apron work, a part of DIAL's
Phase 3A Expansion Work, I. Prabhakara Rao,
Deputy Managing Director, GMR Group, said:
“The completion of the second phase of works
for the expansion of T1's new smart Apron before
the deadline is another step towards enhancing
the infrastructure and passenger experience at
Delhi Airport to make it future-ready. The new
smart apron will not only facilitate improved passenger experience by improving operational
efficiency and safety on the airside. Post completion of Phase 3A projects, Delhi Airport would
be ready to handle around 140 million passengers on the airside.”

he Directorate of EnforceT
ment (ED) has served crypto exchange WazirX a notice
under the FEMA Act, Minister
of State for Finance Pankaj
Chaudhary told Rajya Sabha.
The ED is investigating
two cases related to crypto-currency against WazirX under the
provisions of Foreign Exchange
Management Act, 1999
(FEMA), he said in a written
reply to the Rajya Sabha.
“In one of the cases, investigation done so far has
revealed that one Indian
Crypto-exchange platform,
Wazirx, operated by Zanmai
Labs Private Limited in India
was using the walled infrastructure of Cayman Island
based exchange BINANCE.
Further it has been found that
all crypto transactions between
these two exchanges were not
even being recorded on the
blockchains and were thus
cloaked in mystery,” he said in
a written reply on Tuesday.
Reacting
to
the
Parliament's reply, WazirX said
it has not been served a notice
for money laundering.
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he rupee slumped 68 paise
T
to close at 79.21 (provisional) against the US dollar on
Wednesday, as disappointing
macroeconomic data weighed
on investor sentiment.
At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local
currency opened lower at 78.70
and fell further to settle at the
day's low of 79.21.
On Tuesday, the rupee rallied 53 paise — its best singleday gain in over 11 months —
to close at an over one-month
high of 78.53 against the US
dollar.
“Dismal macroeconomic
data from India also put downside pressure on Rupee. India
Services PMI declined to 55.5
in July from 59.2 in June while
Composite PMI declined to
56.6 from 58.2 during the same
period. India's trade deficit
widened to a record of USD
31.02 billion in July compared
to USD 26.18 billion in June,
said Anuj Choudhary — Research Analyst at Sharekhan by
BNP Paribas.
However, decline in crude
oil prices and foreign fund
inflows cushioned the downside. FIIs remained net buyers
in the capital market on
Tuesday as they purchased
shares worth Rs 825.18 crore,
as per exchange data. Brent
crude futures, the global oil
benchmark, fell 0.95 per cent to
USD 99.58 per barrel.
Choudhary further said
that the US Dollar gained on
safe-haven appeal amid geopolitical tensions between the US
and China on US Speaker
Nancy Pelosi's Taiwan visit.
“Dollar also strengthened
on hawkish statements by Fed
officials and they hinted at
aggressive rate hikes in the
near-term. Weak jobs data
capped sharp gains in dollar,”
Choudhary said.
The dollar index, which

gauges the greenback's strength
against a basket of six currencies, fell 0.05 per cent to 106.19.
Disappointing macroeconomic data from India may
continue to mount downside
pressure on the rupee.
However, weak crude oil prices
and inflows from foreign
investors may cushion the
downside. Traders may also
remain cautious ahead of the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
monetary policy outcome
towards the end of the week.
“USDINR spot price is
expected to trade in a range of
Rs 78.20 to Rs 79.80 in the next
couple of sessions,” Choudhary
said.
On the domestic equity
market front, the BSE Sensex
ended 214.17 points or 0.37 per
cent up at 58,350.53 points,
while the broader NSE Nifty
jumped 42.70 points or 0.25 per
cent to 17,388.15.
India's exports dipped,
though marginally, for the first
time in 17 months in July, while
the trade deficit tripled to a
record USD 31 billion, fuelled
by over a 70 per cent rise in
crude oil imports.
The S&P Global India
Services PMI Business Activity
Index fell from 59.2 in June to
55.5 in July, pointing to the
slowest rate of growth in four
months.
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dani Power Limited on
Wednesday posted a manifold jump in consolidated net
profit to Rs 4,779.86 crore in
the quarter ended June 2022,
on account of growth in
income.
The consolidated net profit of the company in the yearago period was at Rs 278.22
crore, according to a regulatory filing.
The company's total
income rose to Rs 15,509 crore
in the June quarter. It was at Rs
7,213.21 crore in the same
period last year.
Expenses stood at Rs
9,642.80 crore during the quar-

emant Kanoria, the erstwhile promoter of Srei
H
Group of companies facing

A

ter under review compared to
Rs 6,763.50 crore in the preceding fiscal.
“We have been able to
utilise the opportunities presented by the market situation
effectively, leveraging our
diversified fleet and operations-excellence to meet rising
power demand.

insolvency, has said that reports
by transactions auditor BDO
India alleging fraudulent transactions in the past are “factually baseless”.
Kanoria is the erstwhile
founder of Srei Infrastructure
Finance Ltd (SIFL) and its
subsidiary firm Srei Equipment
Finance Ltd (SEFL).
Both the companies are
now under the administrative
control of the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) since October
2021, following disbanding of
the then management on governance concerns and defaults.

In a letter addressed to
Rajneesh Sharma, administrator of SEFL and resolution
professional for Srei Group of
companies, Kanoria said stock
exchange filings by SEFL and
reports of transaction audit
firm BDO have been conducted in a opaque manner without

taking inputs either from the
“undersigned” or from the targeted entities.
“The subject letter issued
under your instructions, by its
tone and tenor is not at all an
intimation, rather it clearly
declared transactions of SIFL as
fraud, without awaiting the
examination, adjudication by
the adjudicating authority. This
is clearly an act of overreach on
your part and also contumacious in nature.
“Such allegations are wholly and factually baseless and
have not been made in a
responsible manner, maligning
the reputation and which will
consequently derail the entire
CIRP process of the company,”
he alleged in the letter.
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Foreign doubles coach
F
Mathias Boe wants the
Indian players to channelise

?C8■ 18A<8=670<

idambi Srikanth came
up with an underwhelming performance
as India succumbed 1-3 to
Malaysia and settled for a Silver
in the mixed team badminton
event at the Commonwealth
Games here on Tuesday.
Srikanth lost to lowerranked Tze Yong Ng in three
games to put the defending
champions on the backfoot in
the final.
PV Sindhu did what was

K

expected out of her in the
women's singles while the
men's doubles pairing of Satwik
Sairaj Rankireddy and Chirag
Shetty went down in the opening doubles.
With the win, Malaysia
regained the title they had lost
to India four years ago in Gold
Coast.
For India to retain Gold, a
lot depended on the outcome
of the men's doubles tie featuring Rankireddy and Shetty,
and, the Olympic Bronze
medallists duo of Teng Fong

Aaron Chia and Wooi Yik
Soh.
The women's doubles and
mixed doubles were India's
weaker links and the team
relied on men's doubles and
the two singles to get the job
done.
The opening contest was
full of long and winding rallies
but Reddy and Shetty lost
majority of them, failing to
keep pace with the ultra
attacking Malaysian pair.
For a change, the
Malaysian crowd made more

noise than the Indians, providing a further push to Chia and
Soh. After a tough battle, the
Malaysians won 21-18, 21-15
to put their team 1-0 up
In the women's singles,
two-time Olympic medallist
Sindhu was expected to win
comfortably but the 60-th
ranked Goh Jin Wei made life
very tough for the world number 7 but eventually won with
the final scoreline of 22-20 and
21-17
World number 14
Srikanth came up with a flat

their "anger" after the loss to
Malaysia in the mixed team
final to "shoot some bullets"
in the individual badminton
events of the Commonwealth
Games.
"I don't think any of us
would be satisfied with winning only Silver. We had
come with the aim of winning the team Gold, but that
did not happen. So now all
depends on the individual
competitions.
"Hopefully, it should
bring a little more anger out
when they start the individual events," Boe told
reporters.
"It is always difficult to
performance in the men's singles. The 42-ranked Tze Yong
Ng took the first game off
Srikanth for the first time in
three meetings to raise hopes
of an upset.
The Indian then ran away
with the second game to level
the match.
In the decider, Tze prevail.
It was also Tze's first win over

come from a win and then
start over because there the
chances of failure are higher.
We now come from a defeat,
so my players can be thirsty
for more and ready to take
the last step on the podium.
"We need to digest this,
reload, recharge and then
get ready to shoot some bullets when we restart in the
next few days."
the former world number 1
with the final result reading
21-19, 6-21, 21-16 .
The world number 11 duo
of Thinaah Muralitharan and
Koong Le Pearly Tan was too
good for lower-ranked Gayatri
Gopichand and Treesa Jolly in
the women's doubles, winning 21-18, 21-17 to complete
the task.
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armanpreet Singh and
Akashdeep Singh scored
H
a brace each as the Indian
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he Indian women's hockey
team survived some anxious moments before beating
lower-ranked Canada 3-2 in its
must-win Pool A match to
qualify for the semifinals of the
Commonwealth Games here
on Wednesday.
The Indians looked in control of the match till the 22nd
minute, having taken a 2-0 lead

T

over their world No.15 opponents through goals from
Salima Tete (3rd minute) and
Navneet Kaur (22nd).
But the Canadians, then,
produced a lion-hearted performance to level the scores
through goals from Brienne
Stairs (23rd) and Hannah
Haughn (39th).
With England already
assured of a semifinal berth
from the pool with a 3-1 win

men's hockey team produced
a completely dominating performance to rout Canada 80 in their third match and
jump to the top of Pool B at
the Commonwealth Games
here on Wednesday.
Harmanpreet (7th, 54th
minute) converted two penalty corners while Akashdeep
Singh (38th, 60th) scored two
fine field goals. Amit Rohidas
over India on Tuesday, it was
a do-or-die match for the
Savita Punia-led side, with
Canada needing just a draw to
progress as they had a better
goal difference.
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ndian discus throwers Seema
Punia and Navjeet Kaur
Dhillon disappointed as they finished fifth and eight respectively in the final with below-par
performances
at
the
Commonwealth Games here.
In what could be her last
Commonwealth Games appearance, the 39-year-old Punia produced a best throw of 55.92m
which she came up in her second attempt but that was not
enough for a podium finish on
Tuesday. She has a season's best
of 57.09m and personal best of
64.84m which she had produced way back in 2004.
Dhillon, who has a season's
best of 58.03m, could only come

I

up with 53.51m in her sixth and
final attempt to end her campaign on a disappointment. She
had won a Bronze in the last edition in Gold Coast in 2018.
A medal-less campaign for
the first time in five straight
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Commonwealth Games appearances since 2006, veteran discus
thrower Seema Punia on
Wednesday admitted that the
Birmingham edition will be her
last CWG but insisted that her
career is not yet over.

Locked 2-2, Janneke
Schopman's girls responded
brilliantly when Lalremsiami
scored off a rebound, after a
penalty corner in the 51st
minute.
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Tulika Mann booked
her berth in the women's
I78kgndia's
final to be assured of a
medal at the Commonwealth
Games here on Wednesday.
The 22-year-old, a fourtime national champion, trailed
in the match initially but performed an 'Ippon' to humble
New Zealand's Sydnee
Andrews within three minutes
in the semifinal match.
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he mixed doubles pair of veteran Joshna Chinappa and
T
Harinder Pal Singh Sandhu progressed to the pre-quarterfinals
of the Commonwealth Games
here on Wednesday.
The immensely experienced
Chinappa and her partner
Sandhu downed Sri Lanka's
Yeheni Kuruppu and Ravindu
Laksiri 8-11, 11-4, 11-3.
The Indians were a bit shaky
initially and ended up conceding the first game.However, they
quickly turned things around
and made a strong comeback to
bag the next two games without
breaking much sweat.
Earlier in the day, Sunayna
Kuruvilla defeated Fung-A-Fat
of Guyana in the women's
squash single plate final.

Tulika will now face
Scotland's Sarah Adlington in
the final later tonight.
The only other Indian,
Deepak Deswal, went down to
Fiji's Tevita Takawaya in the
men's 100kg Repechage event.
This is India's third medal
in Judo at the showpiece event.
L Shushila Devi and Vijay
Kumar had claimed a silver and
bronze in women's 48kg and
men's 60kg respectively on
Monday.
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ndia's Lovepreet Singh won
Icontinue
a Bronze in men's 109 kg to
the country's medal
rush in weightlifting at the
Commonwealth Games here
on Wednesday.
The 24-year-old son of a
tailor from Amritsar lifted a
personal best of 355 kg,
including a new national
record of 192 kg in clean and
jerk, to finish third on the
podium.
A steady Lovepreet
improved from 157kg to
163kg in his final attempt of
snatch to be joint second
with Canadian PierreAlexandre Bessette. However,
the intense competition got
the better of him in the clean
and jerk, as he slipped to third
position.
"I could not have been
happier. This was my first big
competition
at
the
International stage and I produced my best ever show to
return with a medal," said the
former Commonwealth
junior champion.
Junior Nyabeyeu of
Cameroon claimed the Gold
medal with a total lift of 361
kg, while Jack Opeloge of
Samoa bagged the Silver by
lifting 358 kg in the event.
Lovepreet could have
joined his father's business,
but his family wanted to make
him a sportsperson, and his
journey began at the age of 13
by training at the DAV
Ground.
"Like every other athlete
I too faced a lot of hardships,
including financial constraints, but my parents
ensured that I kept going."
Life changed after the
heavyweight lifter joined
Indian Navy in 2015, and then

moved to the national camp
at Patiala.
He went on to win the
2017 Commonwealth Junior
Championship, and in the
same year, bagged a bronze at
the
Asian
Junior
Championship.
In his maiden CWG, he
had successful lifts in all his
attempts in both snatch and
clean-jerk, displaying his
composure.
"This was my first major
competition so obviously I
was under pressure. But
nerves settled after my first lift
as I gradually kept on improving," he said.
Asked about missing the
silver by three kilograms, he
said: "I fought for it but the
competition was tough. This
has been my best ever show so
I couldn't have been happier."
Like Vikas Thakur,
Lovepreet also did the 'thighfive' celebration to pay tribute
to the late Punjabi singer
Sidhu Moose Wala, with his
songs playing in the background.
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"We have National
Games next and the next
major competition is the
Asian Games, but I don't
have a category there. They
have a weight category of
102kg there, so we will take
a call," the lifter said.
"This medal is dedicated
to all my coaches, family, parents and fellow countrymen,"
he added.
India have so far won
nine medals in the weightlifting arena at the National
Exhibition Centre, including
three gold, to lead standings
in the discipline. They have
two more events lined up.
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itu Ganghas showed her
ferocity to demolish
N
Northern Ireland's Nicole Clyde

Sunayna downed her
Guyanese opponent 11-7, 13-11,
11-2 in what turned out to be a
comfortable victory for the 23year-old squash player.
World number 15 Saurav
Ghosal, who went down in the
semifinal on Tuesday, will take
on home favourite James
Willstrop of England in the
Bronze medal play-off later in
the day.

in the women's 48kg category
and assure India their first boxing medal at the ongoing
Commonwealth Games here
on Wednesday.
Soon after Mohammad
Hussamuddin defeated Tryagain
Morning Ndevelo of Namibia in
a 4-1 split verdict to advance into
the semifinals of the men's 57kg
and fetch his second consecutive
CWG medal. The 28-year-old
from Nizamabad had won
Bronze in Gold Coast four years
ago. Hussamuddin had to work
hard for the win as it was a

fiercely contested bout and could
have gone either way.
Earlier, the 21-year-old from
Dhanana district in Bhiwani,
Nitu dominated the first two
rounds against Clyde before the
bout was abandoned with the

outcome only going one way.
Making her CWG debut,
Nitu had big shoes to fill in the
weight category of the great MC
Mary Kom, who injured herself
during the selection trials held
before the mega event.
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ustralian swim star Emma
McKeon made Commonwealth
A
Games history on Tuesday by win-

ndia's Mridul Borgohain won both his men's singles
matches while the women's pair of Lovely Choubey
and Nayanmoni Saikia won one and drew another in
the lawn bowl events of the Commonwealth Games
here on Wednesday.
Borgohain first humbled Chris Locke of Falkland
Islands 21-5 in his second round match and then beat
Scotland's Iain McLean 21-19.
The Scottish player led 12-6 after the 10th-end but
Borgohain staged a spectacular comeback to level it
17-17 after the end of 22 rounds. He collected two
match-winning points in the final 27th round to emerge
triumphant. Borgohain, who had lost the first round,
will be up against Ross Davis on Thursday.
Choubey and Saikia defeated Hina Rereiti and
Olivia Buckingham of Niue 23-6 but tied their round
three match against South Africa 16-16.

ning her 19th medal as Jacob Kiplimo
raced to victory in the 10,000m on
the first day of track and field.
McKeon pulled one ahead of
shooters Michael Gault and Phil
Adams and fellow swim star Chad le
Clos, who has endured a nightmare
Games in Birmingham.
The 30-year-old South African
had looked set to take the record
himself when he came to
Birmingham but so far he has just a
Silver medal to show for his efforts.
On another dramatic night of
action in the pool, Adam Peaty
showed the mentality that has
brought him three Olympic titles.

I

(10th), Lalit Upadhyay (20th),
Gurjant Singh (27th) and
Mandeep Singh (58th) were
the other goal scorers for
India. With the win, India
jumped to the top of the
pool ahead of England. The
Indians play Wales in their
final group match.
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he Indian mixed 4×400 relay team
clinched a Silver medal by bettering
T
its own Asian record time in the final of

The 27-year-old Englishman
admitted to being at the "bottom of
the bottom" after his shock defeat in
the 100m but bounced back on
Tuesday to take Gold in the 50m.

The evening again belonged to
dominant Australia, who have now
won 22 Golds at the Sandwell
Aquatics Centre out of a total of 43
on offer.

the World U-20 Athletics Championships
here.
The Indian quartet of Barath Sridhar,
Priya Mohan, Kapil and Rupal
Chaudhary clocked 3 minutes and 17.67
seconds to finish behind USA (3:17.69)
on Tuesday night.
The Indian team bettered its own earlier Asian record of 3:19.62 set here a day
earlier during the heats.
The new timing of 3:17.67 is the second best (in juniors) in the all time list
in the event, behind USA's.
The Indian team had also qualified
for the final as second overall across the

three heat races behind USA.
This was India's second consecutive
medal in mixed 4x400m relay at the
World U-20 Athletics Championships
after the Bronze at the last edition in
Nairobi in 2021, where the event was
introduced for the first time.
Rupal is the only new member of the
quartet that had won Bronze last year
while Sridhar, Priya and Kapil were
there in that team.
The Silver medal-winning performance was all the more impressive as
most of the Indians reached here just a
day before the start of the event after an
onerous journey due to visa issues.
Jamaica took the Bronze in 3:19.98
time.
India had won two Silver and one
Bronze in the last edition.
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SURYA MOVES UP TO 2ND SPOT IN T20I RANKINGS

uryakumar Yadav gave an
exhibition of his incredible
hitting skills with a superb 76
as India cantered to a seven-wicket win against the West Indies in
the third T20I here on Tuesday
(Wednesday IST).
India now lead the fivematch series 2-1 with the cricket caravan moving to USA's
Florida for the last two games of
the series.
While more than 147 had
never been chased in a T20I at the
Warner
Park
ground,
Suryakumar decided to alter that
script in a 44-ball knock as India
made a short work of the 165-run
target in 19 overs.
Shreyas Iyer (24 off 26 balls)
was an ideal partner at the other
end in a stand of 86 as they made
the target look way easier than it
actually was and that too on a
surface which exactly didn't look
batting-friendly during the first
part of the game.
Having had a brief dry spell
after his maiden T20I hundred at
Nottingham, Suryakumar was
back in his element and this time
in an unfamiliar role as an opener, which he has been performing during the series.
It was another 360 degree
effort which showed his flexibility, skill and hand-eye coordination, all in one go. There were
eight fours and four sixes in his
knock.
There was a picture-perfect
lofted six over extra cover off
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Alzarri Joseph, which will be difficult to forget as he held his pose
for several seconds after execution.
There was slashed six off the
same bowler and the ramp shot
using the pace and bounce, a pull
over deep mid-wicket and a
cross-batted punch over mid-on
fielder.
Against the parsimonious
left-arm spinner Akeal Hosein,
there was a slog sweep over
square leg to complete his halfcentury.
At the half-way stage, the
score was 96 for no loss despite
skipper Rohit Sharma (11) retiring hurt with a back muscle pull.
By the time Suryakumar was
dismissed, India had the match
under control with Rishabh Pant

4]V[P]Sb9^]]h1PXabc^fd_ "
_[PRTbc^" bcP]SB^dcW0UaXRPb
AX[TTA^bb^dfY^X]c"&cWWPeT
P[b^\PST]^cPQ[TVPX]b
B^dcW0UaXRPb_X]]TaCPQaPXi
BWP\bXfW^VaPQQTSTXVWcfXRZTcb
X]cWTbTaXTbPVPX]bc4]V[P]SWPb
\PSTaT\PaZPQ[TVPX]bX]cWTC!
Q^f[TabaP]ZX]VP]SPSeP]RTSc^
cWTbTR^]Sb_^c7TVPX]TS (
aPcX]V_^X]cbSdTc^WXbX\_aTbbXeT
bW^f
BWP\bXfW^fPbc^_aP]ZTS
U^a\^bc^UcWT_TaX^SUa^\0_aX[c^
>Rc^QTa[PbchTPaWPbPSeP]RTS^]T
b[^cQdcaT\PX]b%#aPcX]V_^X]cb
PSaXUc^Uc^_aP]ZTS9^bW
7Pi[Tf^^SfW^Xb^]&(!aPcX]V
_^X]cb
?C8

(33 not out off 26 balls) providing finishing touches.
After Rohit won a good toss
and opted to field, his bowling
unit maintained disciplined for
the better part before Avesh
Khan and Arshdeep Singh's relative inexperience saw West
Indies put up a competitive 164
for 5.
Left-handed Kyle Mayers (73
off 50 balls) did punish the
Indian attack with eight fours and
four sixes in his kitty as he added
50 in 7.2 overs with skipper
Nicholas Pooran (22 off 23 balls)
after an opening stand with
Brandon King that yielded 57.
While Avesh Khan's (0/47 in
3 overs) poor show stuck like a
sore thumb, the other bowlers put
up a more than decent show

without being exceptional.
Just like Dinesh Karthik is
team's designated finisher in the
batting order with 20 balls
reserved for him, Arshdeep (1/33
in 4 overs) is being prepared as
death overs specialist for his
ability to bowl those wide yorkers.
However, in pressure cooker
scenario of international cricket,
the Punjab lad is still a work in
progress.
The last two overs yielded 27
runs courtesy Shimron Hetmyer
(20 off 12 balls) and Rovman
Powell (23 off 14 balls).
The revelation in India's
bowling attack was Hardik
Pandya, who used the change of
pace effectively, mixing his cutters and slowers with an occasional block-hole delivery, which
accounted for King.
Having hit a half-century in
the last game, King looked
scratchy during his run-a-ball-20
before Pandya castled him. His
final figures of 4-0-19-1 with 12
dot balls was certainly important
in the final context of the innings.
During the middle overs,
Ravichandran Ashwin (4-0-26-0)
was also impressive as he also had
a dozen of dot balls to his credit.
Deepak Hooda, who was
brought back into the playing XI
in place of Ravindra Jadeja,
bowled a steady over with the
new ball while Bhuvneshwar
Kumar (4-0-35-2) was steady
like he always is on most of the
occasions.
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onny Bairstow has withdrawn from
the controversial Hundred tournament in order to make sure he is fresh
for England's upcoming three-Test
series at home to South Africa.
Bairstow was named in the
England squad announced on
Tuesday for the first two Tests of a
series that starts at Lord's on August
17.
England and South Africa meet
again at Manchester's Old Trafford
before returning to London for the
third Test at the Oval commencing on
September 8.
England also have a congested
post-season touring schedule, particularly for multi-format international such as Bairstow, with series in
Pakistan, Australia, New Zealand
and Bangladesh, in addition to the
T20 World Cup.
Bairstow, 32, was due to represent
the Cardiff franchise Welsh Fire in the
second season of the Hundred, with
the side facing champions Southern
Brave at Southampton on Wednesday.
"I'm really disappointed I won't
be part of The Hundred this year,"
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ncapped white-ball pacer
Naseem Shah has replaced
U
out-of-form fast bowler Hasan

said Bairstow.
"I loved it last year, but I've had
a hectic few months with the schedule as it is and I really need to take a
breather before the South Africa
Test series.
"All the best to the Welsh Fire
men and women — I'll be cheering
you on."

Ali in Pakistan's squads for the
upcoming three-match ODI
series against Netherlands and
the Asia Cup in UAE.
The Pakistani selectors
have also retained leading
bowler, Shaheen Shah Afridi in
both the squads although he
missed the second Test recently in Sri Lanka due to an
injury.
There has been no word on
how serious the injury is but
chief selector, Mohammad
Wasim said Afridi would
remain in both squads and
rehab under the supervision of
the team trainer and physio.
Pakistani selectors also
ignored the scoring feats of
batsman Shan Masood
although he was part of the Test
squad in Sri Lanka.
"We have only made
changes that were necessary.
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Netherlands will be held from
August 16 to 21, while the T20
Asia Cup is scheduled in the
UAE from August 27 to
September 11.

B@D03B

Amsterdam in the wee hours of
Friday. T20I players will join
the squad in Dubai for the
ACC T20 Asia Cup on August
22.
The ODI series against the

For Netherlands ODIs: Babar
Azam (C), Shadab Khan (vc),
Abdullah Shafique, Fakhar
Zaman, Haris Rauf, Imam-ulHaq,
Khushdil
Shah,
Mohammad
Haris,
Mohammad
Nawaz,
Mohammad
Rizwan,
Mohammad Wasim Jnr,
Naseem Shah, Salman Ali
Agha, Shaheen Shah Afridi,
Shahnawaz Dahani and Zahid
Mehmood.
For T20 Asia Cup: Babar
Azam (C), Shadab Khan (vc),
Fakhar Zaman, Haris Rauf,
Khushdil Shah, Haider Ali,
Iftikhar Ahmed, Mohammad
Nawaz, Asif Ali, Mohammad
Rizwan, Mohammad Wasim Jr,
Naseem Shah, Shaheen Shah
Afridi, Shahnawaz Dahani and
Usman Qadir.

Mohali to host opening Australia T20I, Delhi gets last ODI vs SA
?C8Q =4F34;78

ohali and Delhi are among nine
Indian cities that will host
M
back-to-back white-ball matches
against Australia and South Africa,
respectively, starting September 20,
BCCI secretary Jay Shah said on
Wednesday.
While India will play six T20
International games against Australia
and South Africa, which will serve as
a dress rehearsal for the T20 World
Cup Down Under, a separate team
will play three 50-over games against

imbledon runner-up
Nick Kyrgios won in his
W
first match since making his
Grand Slam final debut, ripping American Marcos Giron
6-3, 6-2 on Tuesday at the ATP
and WTA Washington Open.
The
27-year-old
Australian fired 12 aces and
saved the lone break point he
faced to oust Giron in 59
minutes for a triumphant
return at the US Open hardcourt tune-up.
After a 3-3 start, Kyrgios
won nine of the last 11 games
for the victory despite memories of a poor effort in a firstround exit last year during "a
dark time in my life."
World number 63 Kyrgios,
whose most recent title came
at Washington in 2019,
booked a second-round match
against US 14th seed Tommy
Paul.
Top seed Andrey Rublev
advanced to the third round by
defeating Britain's Jack Draper
6-4, 6-2.
World number eight
Rublev dispatched the 81stranked English left-hander in
83 minutes without surrendering a break.
Reigning US Open champion Emma Raducanu, the
19-year-old British second
seed, reached the second
round by defeating American
Louisa Chirico 6-4, 6-2.

Both the competitions are
important for us and, as such,
we have picked our best available players in consultation
with the captain and head
coach," Chief selector
Mohammad Wasim said.
"Hasan has been given a
break from international cricket and he has been replaced by
Naseem Shah. He is express fast
and can give further impetus to
the fast bowling department,
which already boasts Haris
Rauf, Mohammad Wasim Jnr,
Shaheen Shah Afridi and
Shahnawaz Dahani.
"Naseem has not played
any international white-ball
cricket, but he has demonstrated with the red-ball that he
is an attacking option with
good pace and controlled
swing."
The training camp for the
players will be held in Lahore
from August 6 to 11 during
which they will also play two
50-over matches.
The side will depart for

the Proteas, with Shikhar Dhawan as
the captain.
Mohali will host the first T20I
against Australia (September 20)
with Nagpur (September 23) and

Hyderabad (September 25) organising the second and third respectively. The home series against South
Africa will begin in Trivendrum on
September 28.
The second T20I will be played
on October 2 followed by the last
game at Indore on October 4.
The action will shift to Lucknow
on October 6 where the ODI series
will get underway. Ranchi and Delhi
will host the second and third ODI,
respectively, on October 9 and 11, but
the series won't have any World Cupbound players.
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skipper Rohit Sharma wants the team
to step away from what it had been doing
Iforndia
the past five-six years and has given the
players security and freedom to express themselves, said star all-rounder Hardik Pandya.
"Ro (Rohit Sharma) gives you a lot of flexibility and freedom which is his strength
throughout his captaincy stint whenever I have
played with him," Pandya said after India's
seven-wicket win in the third T20I.
"A lot of credit goes to him and Rahul
Dravid the way they have got the team
together and making sure a lot of positive
mindset comes in and players are feeling
secure; they are not looking over their shoulder; making sure they are getting ample
chances; they are getting told as well if they
are not playing, and that is something which
is commendable."
"Credit again goes to Ro and the coach. We
were all having a chat about how we should
go about the slow wicket, do we still want to
continue this style of play," Pandya said.
"He gave us the freedom, saying that you
know what, forget about the results, we are trying something new, we are going to make mistakes, we are going to learn from it.
"But what we have been doing for five-six
years, we are going to go away from that, and
make sure that we try everything and all
options that are available, and when it comes
to the World Cup, we'll know how to play."
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our-time Grand
Slam champion
F
Naomi Osaka made
a triumphant return
from a two-month
layoff by defeating
Chinese teen Zheng
Qinwen on Tuesday
at the WTA San Jose hardcourt tournament.
The 24-year-old Japanese
star outlasted the gritty 19year-old 6-4, 3-6, 6-1 in a
World number 10
Raducanu won her first match
since a second-round
Wimbledon exit to book a last16 match against Colombia's
María Camila Osorio.

first-round match
at the US Open
tune-up tournament.
Former world
number one Osaka,
whose ranking has
slid to 41st, will
next play in the
second
round
against 18-year-old American
sixth seed Coco Gauff, this
year's French Open runnerup who defeated Anhelina
Kalinina of Ukraine 6-1, 6-0.
Former world number one
Victoria Azarenka, a two-time
Australian Open champion
and three-time US Open runner-up, beat Ukraine's Dayana
Yastremska 6-4, 6-0.

our South American countries on Tuesday launched
F
an unprecedented joint bid to
host the centenary 2030
World Cup with the hope of
bringing the global showpiece back to its first home.
"We are in this iconic
place where history began,"
said Alejandro Dominguez,
president of South American
football's governing body
CONMEB OL, from the
C entenario stadium in
Montevideo where the first
World Cup final was held in
1930.
Uruguay won that, beating Argentina 4-2, but now
the neighbors have joined
together — alongside
Paraguay and Chile — to bid
for the right to host the 2030
global showpiece under the
"Juntos 2030" (Together 2030)

slogan.
"This is not the project of
a government but the dream of
a whole continent," added
Dominguez.
"There will be other World
Cups but 100 years will be celebrated only once."
The idea of a joint South

American bid for the 2030
tournament was first mooted
by Uruguay and Argentina in
2017 and two years later the
four potential hosts had been
established.
But it has taken until now
for them to make their bid official.

And the romantic idea of
bringing the tournament back
to its first home was central to
the plans of the football and
sporting authorities from the
four countries present at
Tuesday's launch.
The joint South American
bid will likely come up against

at least two other proposals.
Spain and Portugal have
officially submitted a joint bid
while Morocco have repeatedly insisted they will bid to
become only the second ever
African country to host the
finals.
There has also been tentative talk of an Israeli bid alongside the United Arab Emirates
and Bahrain.
The 2030 tournament will
feature 48 teams and
Dominguez said around 14
stadiums would be used for
around 80 matches.
If successful it would be the
first time that as many as four
countries host the World Cup.
The 2026 tournament has
already been awarded to three
countries — Canada, Mexico
and the United States.
The last World Cup to be
hosted in South America was
Brazil 2014.

