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In a clear case of lack of coor-
dination, hours after Urban

Development Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri announced
awarding refugee status to
Rohingyas and allotted them
1,100 flats in Delhi, the Union
Home Ministry said no such
decision was taken, and termed
Rohingyas as illegal foreigners,
waiting to be deported.

“India has always wel-
comed those who have sought
refuge in the country. In a land-
mark decision all #Rohingya
#Refugees will be shifted to
EWS flats in Bakkarwala area
of Delhi. They will be provid-
ed basic amenities, UNHCR
IDs & round-the-clock
@DelhiPolice protection. 

“Those who made a career
out of spreading canards on
India’s refugee policy deliber-
ately linking it to #CAA will be
disappointed. India respects &
follows UN Refugee
Convention 1951 & provides
refuge to all, regardless of their
race, religion or creed,” tweet-
ed Puri at 7.30 am, endorsing
the UN Refugee Convention,
which India has not approved. 

Soon, Vishva Hindu
Parishad (VHP) and many
right wing organisations start-
ed attacking Puri for his
Wednesday morning tweet and
asked the Centre to change the
decision and deport Rohingyas. 

With criticism coming out

from all quarters, by 3 pm the
Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) issued a statement and
series of tweets rejecting Puri’s
claims. Interestingly MHA put
out blame on “news reports in
certain sections of media” for
the goof up created by Urban
Development Minister Puri. 

“With respect to news
reports in certain sections of
the media regarding Rohingya
illegal foreigners, it is clarified
that the MHA has not given
any directions to provide EWS

flats to Rohingya illegal
migrants at Bakkarwala in New
Delhi. The Government of
Delhi proposed to shift the
Rohingyas to a new location.
MHA has directed the
Government of Delhi to ensure
Rohingya illegal foreigners will
continue at the present location
at Kanchan Kunj, Madanpur
Khadar as MHA has already
taken up the matter of depor-
tation of illegal foreigners with
the concerned country.” 

Continued on Page 2

��������	
��
	�����	�����	����	�	���������������	������������������
����������
�����
���������������
���
���	������������ �� 

��
�� ��������	

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on

Wednesday named actor
Jacqueline Fernandez as an
accused in the money laun-
dering case against conman
Sukesh Chandrashekar, who is
facing charges in a �200 crore
extortion case. The ED has
named her as accused in a sup-
plementary charge sheet.

After being chargesheeted,
the actor shared a post on her
social media page saying she
will remain “strong” in these
testing times. The agency filed
the fresh (second supplemen-
tary) charge sheet or prosecu-
tion complaint in the case
before a special Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) court here.

Continued on Page 2
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India has been home to 18 of
the 20 world cities with the

severest increase in fine parti-
cle pollutants (PM2.5) from
2010 to 2019.

Delhi and Kolkata report-
ed 106 and 99 deaths per one
lakh population respectively
in last year due to the lethal
pollutant, a report published by
the US-based research organ-
isation Health Effects Institute
(HEI) has said.

The analysts of the report
used data from 2010 to 2019
from over 7,000 cities across
the globe and focussed on two
of the most harmful pollutants;
fine particulate matter (PM2.5)
and nitrogen dioxide (NO2). 

PM2.5 refers to fine parti-
cles (measuring 2.5 μm or less
in diameter) that penetrate
deep into the body and fuel
inflammation in the lungs and
respiratory tract, leading to
the risk of having cardiovas-

cular and respiratory prob-
lems, including a weak
immune system. Also, said the
report, overall, India and
Indonesia have seen the most
severe increase in PM2.5 pol-
lution, whereas China has seen
the greatest improvements.

“Of the 50 cities with the
increase in PM2.5, 41 are in

India and 9 are in Indonesia.
On the other hand, of the 20
cities with the greatest decrease
in PM2.5 pollution from 2010
to 2019, all are located in
China,” said the analysts.

In 2019, Delhi recorded an
annual average PM2.5 con-
centration of 110 microgram
per cubic metre, the highest

among the most-populous
cities in the world, followed by
Kolkata (84 microgram per
cubic metre), said the report
“Air Quality and Health in
Cities” by the State of Global
Air Initiative, a collaboration
between the HEI and the
Institute for Health Metrics
and Evaluation’s Global Burden
of Disease project.

The comprehensive and
detailed analysis of air pollution
and global health effects for
over 7,000 cities released on
Wednesday also shows that
Delhi has the highest average
level of fine PM 2.5 among the
world’s most populated cities.

The report summarises
data on air pollution exposures
and associated health impacts
in 7,239 cities (with minimum
population of 50,000) from
2010 to 2019. It combines
ground-based air quality data
with satellites and models to
produce air quality estimates
for cities around the world.

Continued on Page 2
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Delhi Lieutenant Governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena has

recommended action against
IAS officer Udit Prakash Rai for
allegedly accepting �50 lakh
bribe to grant “undue favours”
to an executive engineer in two
corruption cases.

Rai, a 2007 batch AGMUT
(Arunachal Pradesh, Goa,
Mizoram and Union
Territories) cadre officer, is
currently posted as a special
secretary in the health and fam-
ily welfare department of the
Delhi Government.

Sources in the Raj Niwas
said the Lieutenant Governor
has made this recommendation
to the Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) on the basis of a sub-
stantiated recommendation
made by the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI).

Continued on Page 2
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Amassive controversy has
jolted the Nitish Kumar-

led Bihar Government, with
reports of newly-elected Law
Minister Kartikeya Singh, alias
Kartik Master, facing an arrest
warrant for an alleged link to
a 2014 kidnapping case. 

Kartikeya, a teacher by
profession, was elected as MLC
on a RJD ticket. He is known
for his close association with
jailed RJD leader Ananat Singh,
aka the Don of Mokama.

Kartikeya was supposed
to surrender in a court, or
before the police in the case on
August 16, the day he took oath
of office, but he did not do so.

On being asked by
reporters about the warrant
against Kartikeya, Nitish said
he has no information about
any such case. “I am not aware
of it,” the CM said.

Continued on Page 2
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Abombing at a mosque in
the Afghan capital of Kabul

during evening prayers on
Wednesday killed at least 10
people, including a prominent
cleric, an eyewitness and police
said.

There was no immediate
claim of responsibility for the
attack, the latest to strike the
country in the year since the
Taliban seized power. 

Taliban spokesman
Zabihullah Mujahid also con-
demned the explosion.

The Islamic State group’s
local affiliate has stepped up
attacks targeting the Taliban
and civilians since the former
insurgents’ takeover last August
as US and NATO troops were
in the final stages of their
withdrawal from the country.
Last week, the ISIS claimed
responsibility for killing a
prominent Taliban cleric at his
religious centre in Kabul.

According to the eyewit-
ness, a resident of the city’s
Kher Khanna neighborhood
where the Siddiquiya Mosque
was targeted, the explosion
was carried out by a suicide
bomber. The slain cleric was
Mullah Amir Mohammad
Kabuli, the eyewitness said,
speaking on condition of
anonymity because he was not
authorised to talk to the media. 

He added that more than
30 other people were wound-
ed. The Italian Emergency hos-
pital in Kabul said that at least
27 wounded civilians, includ-
ing five children, were brought
there from the site of the bomb
blast. 
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In a major reshuffle in the
BJP’s Parliamentary Board,

the highest decision-making
body of the party, former BJP
president and Union Minister
Nitin Gadkari and Madhya
Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan, the party’s
longest serving CM, were
dropped, giving way for six new
members, including 79-year-
old influential “Lingayat” leader
and former Karnataka Chief
Minister BS Yediyurappa and
former IPS officer and Punjab
leader Iqbal Singh Lalpura.

The exit of Gadkari and
Chouhan from the
Parliamentary Board is sug-
gestive of the continuation of
“generational changes” policy
in the BJP before the next Lok
Sabha polls in 2024 which
started from 2014 onwards, but
Yediyurappa’s inclusion surely
did not fit in this pattern and
could be attributed to political
exigency (Karnataka polls).

The BJP has created
“Margdarshak Mandal” to

accommodate party veterans
like LK Advani and Murli
Manohar Joshi after they
ceased to be the members of
the board.

Gadkari’s recent reported
comments that “sometime I
think like quitting politics”
and “politics is now only for
satta” (power) had created rip-
ples in the political circles giv-
ing rise to speculation about his
equation with the top BJP lead-
ership. Chouhan, the three-
time Chief Minister, would be
facing Assembly polls in
Madhya Pradesh in 2023.

This is the first time the
board has been rejigged under
Nadda, who took over as the
party president in 2020.

In an exercise to make the
apex body regionally and
socially more representative,
the BJP has included  tribal,
OBC, minorities members,

including former Assam CM
and Union Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal (tribal),
former Lok Sabha member
from Haryana  Sudha Yadav
(OBC) and former Union
Minister Satyanarayan Jatiya
(SC) from Madhya Pradesh.

Lalpura, a member from
the minority community, was
appointed the Minorities
Commission Chairman in
2021 for the second time. A
decorated officer, he was one of
the police officers selected to
arrest Sikh extremist leader
Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale
and recently played a key role
on behalf of the BJP to negoti-
ate with the agitating farmers
in Punjab. His appointment in
the BJP’s powerful body indi-
cates the party’s attempts to
expand its base in the AAP-
ruled-Punjab in the run-up to
2024 Lok Sabha polls.

One more key entrant to
the influential BJP’s panel is Dr
K Laxman, who is a Rajya
Sabha member and comes

from Hyderabad. Former
Telangana BJP president,
Laxman is currently party’s
OBC Morcha chairman. His
inclusion is BJP’s attempt to
increase its political footprints
in Telangana which is to go to
poll before December 2023.

Yediyurappa’s entry to the
board is also suggestive of the
party’s efforts to bring unity in
the faction-ridden Karnataka
BJP where the “Lingayat” patri-
arch holds considerable clout
and could become a rallying
point for the party. The State is
to face Assembly elections next
year.

The parliamentary panel in
its previous form had five
vacancies caused by the pass-
ing away of senior leaders —
Arun Jaitley, Sushma Swaraj
and Ananth Kumar — and
election of M Venkaiah Naidu
as Vice-President and
Thawarchand Gehlot being
appointed as Karnataka
Governor.

Continued on Page 2
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The Congress on Wednesday
said senior party leader

Ghulam Nabi Azad was con-
sulted several times before
finalising the names in the
revamped Jammu and Kashmir
unit of the party, rejecting
reports that the former union
minister was not on board.

The assertion came a day
after Azad declined to head the
Campaign Committee for
Jammu and Kashmir after he
was appointed to the post by
party chief Sonia Gandhi. Azad
declined to comment on his

decision stating that he is
already part of the party but
chose to comment on the lat-
est Bihar political develop-
ment saying the Congress did
not gets its better share in the

newly formed combination.
Azad is a prominent mem-

ber of the so-called 'G23' group
within the Congress which has
been critical of the leadership
and has been seeking an organ-
isational overhaul. He retired
from the Rajya Sabha last year
and was not renominated to the
upper house by the Congress.

Sources in the party said
there were four rounds of con-
sultations held with Azad
before finalising the revamped
panels of the Jammu and
Kashmir unit of the party and
the last such consultation with
party leaders was held on July
14. They said that the names of

party leaders in the revamped
unit were decided from the list
provided by Azad himself.

The sources also said that
Azad was the chairman of the
campaign committee when
Saifuddin Soz was the president
of the party's J&K unit. Azad,
the former chief minister of
Jammu and Kashmir who was
also the leader of opposition in
Rajya Sabha before he retired
from the upper house, has
declined to head the state cam-
paign panel on grounds that he
is a member of the party's all-
powerful working committee
and thus cannot a post at the
state level now.
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Defending India’s decision to
buy oil from Russia after its

military action commenced in
Ukraine in February, External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
said on Wednesday “it is my
obligation, my moral duty to
actually ensure that I get them
the best deal" as citizens here
cannot afford high energy prices.   

Clarifying the country’s
stand on this issue, he also said
India is not defensive about its
decision and made other coun-
tries realize the obligation it has
to its people. “Once you laid out
very openly and honestly, peo-
ple accept it. They may not
always appreciate it but once it
is there and you are not trying
to be too clever about it, you
actually have laid out your inter-
est in a very direct manner, my
sense is that the world somewhat
accepts that as reality,” Jaishankar
said addressing an interaction
with the Indian community in

Bangkok.
Jaishankar arrived in

Thailand on Tuesday to attend
the 9th India-Thailand Joint
Commission meeting as both
countries celebrate 75 years of
the establishment f diplomatic
relations.Elaborating upon the
decision to buy oil from Russia,
he said one of the main reasons
was rising crude prices since the
Ukraine conflict began and
India’s traditional oil supplier lot
has shrunk.

"We are not doing it in a
defensive way. We are being very
open and honest about our
interests. I have a country which
has a per capita income of two
thousand dollars. These are not
people who can afford higher
energy prices. It is my obligation,
my moral duty to actually ensure
that I get them the best deal,"
Jaishankar said.  His comments
came in the backdrop of many
countries in Europe and the US
criticizing India for procuring oil
from Russia amidst sanctions
against it.
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Continuing his party’s psy-
chological warfare against

the leaders in the Opposition
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA),
ruling BJP activist Mohit
Kamboj Bharatiya on
Wednesday created a major stir
in the state, by threatening to
“expose” a senior NCP leader
whom he did not identify.

Given the manner in which
the ruling BJP has been using

the central agencies like the
Enforcement Directorate, CBO
and Income Tax, the tweet
about the about the likely
“expose” of a NCP leader  put
out by Mohit Kamboj gained
currency in the sending waves
of anxiety through the among
leaders in the Sharad Pawar-led
party.  Before long, a guessing
game started within the NCP as
to who could be "that leader"
who Kamboj wants to "expose".

“Save This Tweet :- One
NCP Big - Big Leader Will

Meet Nawab Malik & Anil
Deshmukh Soon !,” Mohit
Kamboj tweeted.

“I Will Be Doing a Press
Conference Soon And
Exposing NCP BIG Leader :-
1:- List Of Assets India &
Abroad 2:- Benami Companies
3:- Properties on Girl Friends
Name 4:- Corruption Done
As Minister in Various
Portfolio 5: Family Income
And Assets List !,” the BJP
activist said in his second
tweet.  
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Taking  serious cognisance
of a vociferous clamour in

various quarters, the
Maharashtra government on
Wednesday ordered a State
CID inquiry into the circum-
stances leading to the death of
Maratha leader Vinayak Mete
in a road accident on August
14. Following up on his
announcement made on
Sunday, Chief Minister Eknath

Shinde has directed the
Director-General of Police to
initiate measures for the CID
probe into the accident three
days ago.

Fifty-two year-old Mete,
who was the President of Shiv
Sangram Party and a face of
the Maratha agitation a few
years ago, was killed on the
spot after his Mumbai-bound
SUV rammed into another
vehicle ahead on the
Yeshwantrao Chavan Mumbai-
Pune Expressway, early on

Sunday. The SUV was on its
way from Beed to Mumbai via
Pune.

Shortly after the mishap,
Mete’s aged mother, wife Jyoti
and several leaders of the
Maratha Kranti Morcha raised
doubts on the circumstances
leading to the mishap and  the
purported delays in rushing
medical help to him.

On Sunday, Shinde had
asked  highway police, Raigad
Police, to investigate Mete’s
death.
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From Page 1
While Fernandez did not

directly comment on the case
or the charge sheet, she re-
shared an anonymous motiva-
tional quote on her Instagram
stories.

“Dear me, I deserve all
good things, I’m powerful, I
accept myself. It’ll all be ok. I’m
strong. I’ll achieve my goals and
dreams. I can do it (sic),” reads
the post.

The 36-year-old actor,
famous for films like “Kick”,
“Bhoot Police'' and most
recently “Vikrant Rona”, is the
only accused named in the lat-
est chargesheet.

Earlier, the agency had
questioned her multiple times
in this case, the last done in
June. Fernandez, a Sri Lankan
national, debuted in the Hindi
film industry in 2009.  

The agency in April provi-
sionally attached �7.27 crore
funds of the actor under the
PMLA besides �15 lakh cash as
the agency dubbed these funds
as “proceeds of crime” under
PMLA.

From Page 1
Beijing in China had the

highest PM2.5-attributable
death rate of 124 in 2019.
Delhi and Kolkata ranked sixth
and eighth, respectively.

The report said the burden
on health of PM2.5 has grown
rapidly in cities in Southeast
Asia.

“Of 7,239 cities analysed,
all the 20 cities with the largest
increase in PM2.5-attributable
death rates from 2010 to 2019
are located in Southeast Asia,
including 19 cities in Indonesia
and one in Malaysia. All 20
cities reported an increase of
more than 10 microgram per
cubic metre in PM2.5 expo-
sures in 2019 compared with
2010,” it said.

In 2019, 1.7 million deaths
linked to PM2.5 exposure
occurred in the 7,239 cities,
with cities in Asia, Africa, and
Eastern and Central Europe
seeing the greatest health
impacts.

From Page 1
Udit Prakash allegedly took a bribe of Rs 50 lakh for extending “undue favours”

to Executive Engineer PS Meena in Delhi Agricultural Marketing Board (DAMB), by
diluting punishment against him in two cases of corruption. One JS Sharma on February
10, 2020, had lodged a complaint with MHA against Rai.

“Udit Prakash, who was then the Vice Chairman of DAMB, virtually let off the
charged engineer PS Meena in two disproportionate asset cases - one involving Meena’s
son and the other involving his wife,” sources said.

In the first case, the inquiry report submitted by a retired IAS officer on January
29, 2021, had recommended “major penalty and dismissal from service” against Meena,
as per the Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) guidelines.

From Page 1
Besides BJP president JP Nadda and Prime

Minister Narendra Modi, the other members of
the 11-member parliamentary board are: Rajnath
Singh, Amit Shah, BS Yediyurappa, Sarbananda
Sonowal, K Laxaman, Iqbal Singh Lalpura,
Sudha Yadav, Satyanarayan Jatiya and BL Santosh
(Secretary).

The party also made key changes in its
Central Election Committee (CEC) and named
Maharashtra Deputy Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis and Union minister Bhupender Yadav
among its new members.

Gadkari and Chouhan ceased to be the BJP’s
Central Election Committee (CEC) members
after their omission from the board.

All parliamentary board members automat-
ically become part of the CEC, which has some
additional members as well.

Former Union Ministers Jual Oram and
Shahnawaz Hussain and former BJP Mahila
Morcha chief Vijaya Rahatkar have been dropped
from the CEC. After these changes, the board now
has the full strength of 11 members while the CEC
has 15 leaders.

The new entrants to the CEC are Rajasthan
leader Om Mathur and BJP women wing chief
Vanathi Srinivasan from Tamil Nadu, besides
Fadnavis and Union Minister Bhupender Yadav.
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Aforeign terrorist lodged in
Kot Bhalwal central jail

was killed while a  jawan of the
Jammu and Kashmir police
received injuries during a
weapon snatching bid along the
International border in Arnia
sector of Jammu on
Wednesday.

The slain foreign terrorist
belonging to the Lashkar-e-
Tayyeba has been identified as
Mohd Ali Hussain alias Qasim
alias Jehangir R/O Pakistan.

Additional Director
General of Police, Jammu
Mukesh Singh said, the name
of Pakistan based LeT
Commander Mohd Ali
Hussain had surfaced in the
weapon dropping case via
drones in the Arnia sector of
Jammu frontier.Official sources
claimed the LeT Commander
was instrumental in running
the terror network from inside
the central jail in Jammu. 

Singh said,  Case FIR no.
12/2022 dated 24.02.2022 PS
Arnia, (case of drone dropping
from Pakistan and subsequent
recoveries of Arms and
Ammunitions) was lodged. On
Wednesday the LeT
Commander was produced
before  the Court and subse-
quently police remand was
taken. During sustained ques-
tioning the accused admitted
his role in the Arnia Weapon
Drop case and also disclosed 2
locations where the arms and
ammunition dropped by drone
had been buried/concealed.
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Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Wednesday

said nearly 60 per cent of all the
vaccines used in the world are
produced in India and over the
decades, the country has made
remarkable contribution to
vaccinating the world.

India today is double dos-
ing every citizen and produced
COVID-19 vaccines even dur-
ing the lockdown period, she
added.

Launching the book
'India's Vaccine Growth Story'
by Dr. Sajjan Singh Yadav,
Additional Secretary,
Expenditure Department,
Sitharaman said it is in the
country's DNA to be able to
contribute to world vaccina-

tion. "Over the decades India
has made remarkable contri-
bution. Nearly 60 per cent of all
the vaccines which are used in
the world are produced in
India. India has singular con-
tribution to make to the world
in terms of vaccination and that
which is being produced and
supplied to the entire world,"
Sitharaman said.

Today, the country is dou-
ble dosing every citizen, she
said, adding it is not easy to
produce and execute COVID
vaccination at that scale.

India crossed the target of
200 crore COVID vaccina-
tions in a time-bound manner.
So far, 208.57 crore doses of
COVID-19 vaccines have been
administered under the nation-
wide inoculation drive.
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From Page 1
The choice of Kartikeya as

the Law minister came as a sur-
prise, just because of his associ-
ation with Anant Singh. A sec-
tion in the JD(U) opposed his
induction in the Cabinet, but
Deputy Chief Minister Tejashwi
Yadav is reported to have pre-
vailed upon Nitish Kumar to
include Kartikeya from the
Bhumihar quota.

Kartikeya  was allegedly
involved in the kidnapping of a
person named Rajiv Ranjan in
2014, and an FIR was lodged at
the Bihta police station. The vic-
tim had recorded his statement
under CrPC of 164 in the court
where he had mentioned the
name of the RJD leader.

The warrant was issued in
the first week of August and he
had to surrender before the

court or police till August 16.
On the case against him,

Kartikeya said, “The allegations
levelled against me are political-
ly motivated, and are not proven
yet. We will take action as per the
law.”

Addressing the media, his
lawyers said, “'Karthik is not the
primary accused in the case
that has been registered. The alle-
gation is baseless. It is said by the
accused on record that Karthik
was seen on the way. Police have
acquitted Karthik in its last cir-
cular, freeing him of the charge.
Now it is the job of the police to
inform the court about it. We will
just say that we had gone to the
court under the legal process of
law and we had applied for
anticipatory bail immediately.
The court had given a stay till
September 1.”
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The slugfest between the
BJP and the Congress is

continuing in the election-
bound  Rajasthan with the
former on Wednesday again
lashing  out at Congress saying
its government in Rajasthan
was setting “new records” in
crimes against all sections of
society including women and
Dalits.

The BJP said while the
atrocities are continuing in the
state  the top Congress  lead-
ership is maintaining  its
silence.

Addressing a press con-
ference here , Union Minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat,
citing the National Crime
Records Bureau data, said,
"Today Rajasthan is at number
one in the cases of rape in the
country, second in terms of
trafficking of minor girls."

Shekhawat  said Congress'
top leaders such as Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra come to the
state for vacation but never say
anything about the deteriorat-
ing law and order situation
there.
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From Page 1
“Illegal foreigners are to be

kept in the detention centre till
their deportation as per law.
The Government of Delhi has
not declared the present loca-
tion as a detention centre.
They have been directed to do
the same immediately,” said
MHA in a tweet titled as
“Rohingya illegal foreigners”. 

Earlier in a scathing attack
on Puri, VHP urged the Centre
to reverse the decision and as
early as possible deport
Rohingyas back to Myanmar.
“We are shocked to see a state-
ment of Hardeep Puri, the
Union Minister for Urban
Development terming the
Rohingyas as refugees and
allotting them EWS flats in
Delhi. WE might remind Puri

of the statement by the Home
Minister Amit Shah in
Parliament on December 10,
2020 declaring that Rohingyas
will never be accepted in India,”
said VHP President Alok
Kumar urging Centre to deport
the Rohingyas immediately.  

BJP’s national spokesper-
son Gaurav Bhatia said the
Modi Government has a clear
policy that there will be no
compromise on national secu-
rity and the Rohingya infiltra-
tors are a threat to the integri-
ty of the country.

“The law of our country
says that they will be deported
and this jurisdiction lies with
the Ministry of Home Affairs.
Rohingya infiltrators are a
threat to India’s security.
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ANoida resident was
charged almost Rs 3,000

for a roughly 45-km Uber taxi
ride from Terminal 2 of the
Indira Gandhi International
(IGI) Airport to his home in
the township.

The nightmare for
Debarshi Dasgupta began
when he booked a cab from the
airport to his home in Noida.
The journey was about 45-km-
long but Dasgupta was charged
for three times the distance
covered by the Uber taxi. The
total amount after the ride
came up to a whopping Rs
2,935. Dasgupta took to Twitter
and in a series of tweets he

wrote, “Hate going public about
bad service but you leave me
with no choice, @Uber_India.
“Had to pay Rs 2,935 for a cab
from Delhi airport's T2 to my
home in Noida (around 45

kms) on August 5. I was billed
for 147.39 kms - halfway to
Jaipur that I apparently covered
in little over an hour!” he
tweeted, while sharing the
receipts. “This, when the book-

ing amount was Rs 1,143. 
Pick-up and drop loca-

tions are inaccurate too! Pls
sort this mess and refund the
excess amount. Don't ask me to
send you my details; you
ALREADY have them! You
also need to overhaul your
complaints redressal mecha-
nism,” he said in another tweet.
“I haven't heard back from your
team since August 7,
@Uber_India,” he tweeted.

However, on Wednesday,
Dasgupta said that Uber
refunded the excess amount
into his account on Tuesday
night. “Thanks, @Uber_India.
The problem was assigned to a
‘GPS error’. But I am sorry this
corrective measure came after

going public and not following
up through your assigned cus-
tomer support mechanism,”
he tweeted. Dasgupta’s tweet
sparked a landslide of other
people coming up with their
bad experiences with the cab
services in the country. “Please
do take it up. 

They did something simi-
lar with me, they charged me
about Rs3-3.5 thousand from
T3 to Noida once. I demand-
ed a refund because they
showed Rs 1.5K when I
booked. They had to refund,”
tweeted another user, while
reacting to Dasgupta’s post.

“I have been facing the
same exact problem. On 24th
of July, I was shown Rs560 as

the charge from IGI Airport to
Kalyan Vihar...Upon reaching
home, the amount shown to
me was Rs1500, and despite
repeated requests, there has
been absolutely no response
from @Uber_Support ..
Shameful,” tweeted Roshan
Sharma.

“Same exp with me! Looks
like this is restricted to Delhi-
NCR. Few drivers have hacked
the way to fleece consumers I
guess. Uber is least bothered
and of no help. 

Imagine I was billed a
whopping Rs 8,000 for travel-
ling just 35 km in a 4hr book-
ing. The final bill showed I’ve
travelled 300+km,” another
Twitter user, Vijay tweeted.
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Delhi Chief Minister and
AAP's national convener

Arvind Kejriwal on Wednesday
announced the ‘Make India No.
1’ mission by focussing on
health, education, agriculture,
and employment. He also pro-
posed a five-point vision for
good governance and said he
would travel across the coun-
try to rally support for the
cause of making India the
number one country in the
world.

In his address, Kejriwal
said to make India number one
in the world, public funds will
have to be utilised for ensuring
free and quality education for
every child, free and good
medical treatment for every cit-
izen, employment for youth,

equal rights and dignity to
women and fair price to farm-
ers for their produce.

Addressing an event organ-
ised by the AAP at the
Talkatora Stadium in the
national Capital, Kejriwal said
that India has achieved a lot
since its Independence but is
still lagging behind several
nations that gained indepen-
dence after it. The announce-
ment comes ahead of the
Assembly elections in Gujarat
where the AAP is trying to
make major inroads. 

Kejriwal termed the cam-
paign a “national mission” and
appealed to the masses to join
it to realise the long-cherished
dream of India becoming the
best in the world and figuring
in the list of developed coun-
tries. He said those from the

BJP, Congress and any other
political party can also join it
as it is apolitical in nature, even
as he blamed the parties in
power, without taking names,
for the slow progress of India
since Independence.  “In the
past 75 years, they did nothing
other than filling their homes
and that of their friends with
wealth,” he charged.

“If we leave this country
with these parties and leaders,
we will go back by another 75
years. Some of them (leaders)
live for their family while oth-
ers for friends. Someone has to
indulge in corruption while
some others have to plunder
the country,” he said.

Riding high on its stu-
pendous victory in the Punjab
polls, the AAP has reorganised
and activated its units in most
of the States seeking to expand
its foothold.  

The party, which has
launched a membership drive
across the country, is preparing
to contest the Assembly elec-
tions to be held in the next two
years, with a focus on the
forthcoming polls in BJP-ruled
Gujarat and Himachal Pradesh.

Though the AAP failed to
make an impact in Goa, Uttar
Pradesh and Uttarakhand in
the last round of Assembly
polls, it has been projecting
itself as the next principal
opponent to the BJP in many
States after the weakening of
the Congress.

“To make India number
one in the world, we will have
to open schools in every nook
and corner of this country to
ensure no child is left without
education,” he said. After get-

ting educated, every child
would make their family rich
from poor and then India will
be listed in the list of rich coun-
tries, he added.“The second
measure that we will have to
take is to provide free and best
medical treatment along with
free medicines and test facili-
ties to every citizen of the
country. Third, we will have to
provide employment to every
youth which is possible with
the right intention and man-

agement. 
Fourth, every woman

should get respect, equal rights
and security. Fifth, we will
have to ensure farmers get fair
prices for their produce and get
respect so that children can say
with pride that they also want
to become farmers,” Kejriwal
added.

“I appeal to 130 people of
this country to join this nation-
al mission and make India
number one,” he added.
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The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) Government on

Wednesday lashed out at the
Centre for hatching a conspir-
acy with the Lieutenant-
Governor (L-G) Vinai Kumar
Saxena to permanently settle
Rohingyas in Delhi by bypass-
ing the elected Government of
Delhi and Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal. 

Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia said
that if the Centre wants to set-
tle Rohingyas, they should take
them to a BJP-ruled States, not
Delhi, as the AAP Government
will oppose this move with all
its might. Addressing the
media, Sisodia said, “The file
noting this issue clearly shows
how officers were instructed to
send the file to the L-G, bypass-
ing the elected Government of
Delhi. 

“The Centre specifically
instructed officers of the Delhi
Government, Delhi Police to
keep Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal and Ministers in the
dark and settle Rohingyas in
the city behind their back. The
Central Government made a
U-turn on the issue and blamed
it on the Delhi Government
after the hue and cry after
Union Minister for Housing

and Urban Affairs, Hardeep
Puri's tweet.” “Prime Minister
Modi wants to make a vote
bank out of Rohingyas just like
the Congress made a vote bank
out of Bangladeshis. The PM
says he has no money for free
education-healthcare, but he is
ready to spend crores on
Rohingyas. 

Kashmiri Pandits get killed
every day but PM Modi has
adopted Rohingyas like 'ghar-
jamais'. Puri claims Delhi
Police will provide 24x7 secu-
rity to Rohingyas; the PM is
even planning to give them
permanent shops. If the Centre
wants to settle Rohingyas, they
should take them to a BJP-
ruled state; the Delhi
Government will oppose this
move with all its might,"
Sisodia added.

Meanwhile, the AAP MLA
and chief spokesperson
Saurabh Bhardwaj on
Wednesday slammed BJP
Government over remarks of
Union Minister Hardeep Puri
on settling Rohingyas by giving
them EWS flats and police
protection. Bhardwaj said,
“This is a threat to security of
whole country including
Delhiites and we will not allow
them to settle in national

Capital.” “Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on one hand
claims that there is no money
for free education and health-
care for the people of the coun-
try, on the other hand he is
ready to spend crores of rupees
on Rohingyas. The Modi
Government has no will to pro-
tect the people of its country,
Kashmiri Pandits are being
killed every day in Centrally-
Administered Jammu and
Kashmir. 

Congress Governments
made Bangladeshis their vote
bank by settling them here over
years, now the BJP
Government wants to use these
Rohingyas for their own pur-
pose,” he claimed. “Home
Minister Amit Shah earlier
said that the PDP settled
Rohingyas and later the BJP
came into Government with
PDP, even after that the
Rohingyas were not expelled
from there. 

According to BJP leaders,
Rohingyas have increased from
40 thousand to 5 lakh in the last
few years, it is clear that BJP has
settled Rohingyas across the
country. The Supreme Court
had asked the Government to
deport Rohingyas, yet they
have not deported them. 

The BJP is bringing
Rohingyas to the country for its
own benefit. Why should the
Delhi Government invest
Delhi's taxpayer's money by
making a detention centre?
The Central Government
should deport,” Bhardwaj
added. 
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After the Chief Minister’s
announcement on mak-

ing India number 1, the
Leader of the Opposition in
Delhi Assembly Ramvir Singh
Bidhuri held a Press confer-
ence and said that Kejriwal is
giving advice to the whole
world, but in Delhi, he himself
is not following his own
words. He is trying to fool the
people of Delhi as well as the
entire country with his for-

mula. 
Bidhuri further said that

to remove poverty, Kejriwal
has also given the formula of
good education in
Government schools so that
poor students can become
doctors-engineers and remove
the poverty of their families. 

The truth is that out of
1,027 Government schools in
Delhi, 745 do not even have
science and commerce studies.
“In such a situation, how will
any student become a doctor,
engineer, or CA?” he asked.
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To enhance the airport expe-
rience of passengers arriv-

ing at the forecourt area of
Terminal 3, the Delhi Airport
on Wednesday announced that
all private and commercial
vehicles would drive through
the Multi-Level Car Parking
(MLCP) area to pick up the
passenger. 

According to the state-
ment released by the Delhi
International Airport Limited
(DIAL), currently, private and
some commercial vehicles wait
in Lane 3 of Terminal 3 fore-
court to pick up the arriving
passengers. "The decision to

shift cars from Lane 3 of
Terminal 3 forecourt to the
MLCP area has been taken to
enhance the passenger experi-
ence for the arriving passengers
at the forecourt area of T3," it
read.

"Under the new traffic
movement plan, DIAL has
made the first 15 minutes of
parking for all private vehicles

at the MLCP free for picking up
the passengers and exiting the
MLCP parking area. 

After this,  parking charges
would apply. However, the
commercial vehicles will be
charged as per the applicable
parking rates in Lane 3," the
statement said. "Passengers and
their family members reaching
the airport will be guided
through signage and barriers at
the entry to Lane 3 for hassle
free-parking. 

DIAL will deploy Raxa
Guards, who will help direct
these vehicles to reach the
MLCP. Additionally, passengers
can also get updates through
Delhi Airport's social media

handles," it said.
"The MLCP has sufficient

area for pick-up and helps the
passengers commute further
from the airport. The MLCP
has all the facilities like F&B
counters, ATMs, washrooms,
baby care room, waiting
lounge, mobile charging sta-
tions etc. The MLCP has been
set to provide a safe and con-
trolled parking/pick-up expe-
rience to passengers," the state-
ment further read.

On the occasion, the CEO
of the Delhi Airport, Videh
Kumar Jaipuriar said, "Delhi
Airport is continuously work-
ing to provide a convenient and
safe airport environment for

arriving passengers. Hence
from now all arrival pick-up
vehicles for passengers will
need to go to the MLCP at
Terminal 3. The MLCP pro-
vides a clean and systematic
arrangement along with mul-
tiple passenger facilities and
amenities for pick-up and park-
ing.” 

“Adequate staff and signage
have been deployed across the
terminal building and approach
road to guide the people to
ensure a hassle-free experi-
ence. This plan will further
enhance the passenger experi-
ence for the arriving passengers
at Terminal 3 of Delhi Airport,"
Jaipuriar added.
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Aday after a video of a
woman allegedly being

molested in Delhi's Karol Bagh
area surfaced on social media,
the Delhi Police on Wednesday
registered an FIR after taking
suo-moto cognisance in the
matter.

The Delhi Commission for
Women (DCW) on Tuesday
issued a notice to city police
after taking note of video and
asked it to file an action taken
report by 4 P.M. on August 18.
According to Shweta Chauhan,
the Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP), Ventral district,

since the complainant is com-
pletely against giving a state-
ment, legal opinion was taken.
"In accordance with legal opin-
ion and in light of the video
footage, an FIR has been reg-
istered suo-moto by police in
this matter," she said. 

A senior police officer said
the video posted on Twitter is
of an August 13 incident and
the alleged victim had refused
to file a complaint after the
police went to assist her fol-
lowing a PCR call.The police
officer had said that a PCR call
was received at the Karol Bagh
police station about a guard of
a paying guest accommodation

involved in a quarrel.
"However, the caller refused to
give a complaint. It was learnt
that she vacated the said PG on
August 14," the DCP said. 

On August 16, when the
video of the incident was
uploaded on social media, the
victim and her family were
contacted again but they
refused to initiate a complaint,
the senior police officer said. A
statement issued by DCW read,
"The Commission has taken
suo motu cognisance of a video
clip posted on social media
platform 'Twitter' regarding
molestation with girls in a PG
in Karol Bagh area of Delhi."
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Students at Jamia Millia
Islamia seeking hostel

accommodation will have to
wait a little longer, with officials
saying it will take at least three
more months to get the hostels
ready. Students are facing a
hard time due to the unavail-
ability of accommodation.
Some haven't even returned to
the city even though physical
classes are underway. 

Jamia hostels have been
shut due to COVID-19 for the
past two years. The offline
classes for second and third
year students started in July
while classes for first-year stu-
dents commenced from August
1.

"The hostels have been
shut for the last two years.
Several hostels need renovation
and repair work. The hostel
renovation is underway. We are
hoping to reopen hostels by
November 15," registrar Nazim
Jafri told. Jafri recently issued

a notification amid students'
concerns about hostels, saying
the allotment of hostels will be
done only after the completion
of renovation of all the hostels.
The notification issued by Jafri
stated, "As all are aware that
due to the pandemic, all the
hostels of the university were
closed, therefore, there is a dire
need for getting them renovat-
ed before allotting it to students
as well as the construction of
some new hostels."

Urooj, a postgraduate stu-
dent at the varsity, who is from
Rajasthan, said, "We have been
facing a lot of problems. There
is a dearth of PGs in the area
so the prices have skyrocketed
and not everyone can afford
them. Many of my friends
haven't returned to Delhi
despite classes underway."

Meanwhile, several stu-
dents also met university proc-
tor Waseem Khan to raise the
issue. Khan assured students
that the varsity will allot hos-
tels soon. 
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The Delhi Fire Service (DFS)
on Wednesday cleared

seven proposals for fire safety
systems in buildings being
constructed under the
Government's Central Vista
Project.

According to a senior offi-
cial, the proposals were cleared
by the DFS after the building
designs were presented for
approval by the government.
The proposals came overriding
resistance from the architects
who said the changes will ham-
per the beauty of these build-
ings.

The proposals include an
internal road for fire tenders
movement in case of high rise
buildings and provisions for a
fire check road for the protec-
tion of exits and staircases.
"Pressurisation" of the staircase
and means of escape is anoth-
er recommendation suggested
wherever required in the build-
ing designs, they said.

Each of the seven propos-
als consist of plans for more
than two buildings which were
cleared between 2020-2022,

they said. These buildings are
— New Parliament Building,
New PMO building, Amenity
block, and Common Central
secretariat being made under
the Central Vista project, and
a few other office buildings,
besides Rajpath.

Other than these, various
in-built fire-fighting arrange-
ments are recommended to be
installed in the buildings such
as a fire exit, a hose reel, a wet
riser, hydrants, an automatic
sprinkler system, internal
hydrants and yard hydrants,
pumping arrangements, and
captive water storage for fire-
fighting, the fire officers said.

"Automatic fire detection
and alarming system, manual-
operated electric fire alarm
system and a public address
system are also recommended
as per National Building Code
of India Chapter 4 on fire and
fire safety."All the recommen-
dations suggested are being
followed and implemented in
the building designs which
had altered," the officer said.
Atul Garg, Director of DFS
said, "The buildings under the
Central Vista project have state-

of-the-art technology as far as
the fire department is consid-
ered. We have tried to provide
the best infrastructure for the
fire safety system. This is going
to have in-built fire safety sys-
tems with a set up of a huge fire
control room as well."

The fire officials said that
initially it was not easy to con-
vince the architects of the pro-
ject to make certain specific
changes in terms of fire safety
system as they were of the view
that any such changes could
affect the beauty of the build-
ings.

"However, after a lot of dis-
cussions and at least seven-
eight rounds of meetings held
with our retired service
providers, architects and con-
sultants involved in the project,
they agreed to make all the nec-
essary suggestions recom-
mended by the fire department
to ensure an efficient fire safe-
ty system," the director told.

He said the fire safety sys-
tem provided in each of these
buildings is "one of the best of
its kind." "As it is a very impor-
tant project, the fire depart-
ment has suggested more fire

fighting systems. All due pre-
cautions have been taken with
reference to the fire safety sys-
tem of the buildings and it will
be a model building as far as
the fire system is considered
even though there was stiff
resistance earlier."

Dr Sanjay Kumar Tomar,
Deputy Chief Fire Officer said,
the major recommendations
suggested for each of these
buildings include a fire safety
arrangement, means of escape,
and means of accessing and
exiting the building with such
considerations as the number,
width, type and arrangement of
sufficient number of exits.

Fire compartmentation,
protection of exits through fire
check doors, fire resistant mate-
rial for construction of build-
ings as per unified by laws 2016
were also made to be incorpo-
rated in the design of the
buildings, he said."Several
meetings with architects and
designers were held and they
were convinced and agreed to
make the changes and submit-
ted the revised building plans
which were approved by Delhi
Fire Service," Tomar said.
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An FIR has been lodged
against three former chief

fire officers (CFOs) of Gautam
Buddh Nagar over alleged
irregularities in providing no
objection certificate to
Supertech's illegal twin towers
in Noida.

The FIR has been lodged at
the Phase 2 police station on
the complaint of a current fire
department official in the wake
of an inquiry conducted by the
Deputy Inspector General of
Police, Fire Service
Headquarters (Lucknow). The
nearly 100-metre tall twin tow-
ers in Noida's Sector 93A are
scheduled for demolition on
August 28 in pursuance of a

Supreme Court order that
found the structures had come
up in violation of building
norms. An inquiry was con-
ducted into the Fire
Department's no objection cer-
tificate to Supertech Limited
which was allotted the housing
plot number- GH0-04 in Sector
93A in which the officers were
found guilty.

"Therefore it is requested
that according to the report
dated April 29, 2022 of the
inquiry committee constituted
under chairmanship of DIG
Fire Service, in context of irreg-
ularity in issue of fire clearance
certificate, lodge an FIR under
appropriate laws against Rajpal
Tyagi, IS Soni and Mahavir
Singh," the FIR stated.

NEW DELHI: Delhi recorded
eight more Covid-related fatal-
ities and 1,652 new cases on
Wednesday even as the posi-
tivity rate came down below 10
per cent after more than a fort-
night, according to data shared
by the city health department.

The positivity rate in
Delhi declined to 9.92 percent
on Wednesday. The capital had
on Tuesday reported 917
COVID-19 cases with a posi-
tivity rate of 19.20 per cent and
three deaths due to the infec-
tion. With this, Delhi's caseload
went up to 19,88,391 and the
death toll to 26,400, it said. The
fresh cases came out of 16,658
tests, the health department's
latest bulletin said.

On Monday, the capital
had reported 1,227 cases with
a positivity rate of 14.57 per
cent, while eight more people
died due to the disease. Before
this, the city logged more than
2,000 cases daily for 12 con-
secutive days. Delhi on Sunday
reported 2,162 cases with a
positivity rate of 12.64 per
cent and five fatalities. On

Saturday, it logged nine deaths
due to COVID-19 and 2,031
cases with a positivity rate of
12.34 per cent. On Friday, it
saw 10 deaths, the highest in six
months, and 2,136 cases with
a positivity rate of 15.02 per
cent. The national capital
recorded 12 deaths due to
COVID-19 on February 13.

However, in the wake of
COVID 19 in Delhi, the
national capital has recorded a
nearly two-fold rise in hospi-
talisations in a fortnight. With
a significant increase in Covid
fatalities, at present, admis-
sions of patients to hospitals'
ICUs have doubled since
August 1.

According to the data
shared by Delhi State Health
Bulletin, it showcased an
upward curve for hospitalisa-
tions since August 1. From 307
Covid patients in the hospital,
the figures have surged to 588
while 205 remain on oxygen
support and 22 on ventilator
support. ICU admissions have
doubled from 98 on August 1
to 202 as of August 16.       SR
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The Indian Army dog ‘Axel’, which was
killed by terrorists in Baramullah, has

now been mentioned by the Army in a
citation.  The two-year-old canine soldier
had rushed towards the building where the
terrorists were hiding and they shot him.

The Army said the exemplary "per-
formance, fearless conduct and life-sacri-
ficing acts" of Number 74B7 Army dog
Axel in an active anti-terrorist operation
are acknowledged under the orders of
President Droupadi Murmu and mention
of his name in a dispatch by Chief of the
Army Staff General Manoj Pande.

Two-year-old Axel's name figured in
the list of the 'Mention-in-Despatches' that
the government came out along with the
gallantry awards ahead of Independence
Day on Monday.
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India and Malaysia on
Wednesday reviewed their

bilateral Defence ties and
vowed to uphold the principle
of collective responsibility for
maritime security in the
Indian Ocean region.

This was reaffirmed dur-
ing talks between Navy chief
Admiral R Hari Kumar and his
visiting Malaysian counter-
part Admiral Tan Sri Mohd
Reza Bin Mohd Sany in the
backdrop of growing Chinese
presence in the strategically
important region.

In their wide-ranging par-

leys, Admiral Kumar and
Admiral Reza also identified
several new areas to further
strengthen bilateral naval
cooperation between the two
sides.  The Malaysian Navy
chief is on a four-day visit to
India.

The Navy said Admiral
Kumar apprised the Malaysian
Navy chief of a broad range of
foreign cooperation activities
pursued by the Indian Navy.

The two chiefs identified
several new avenues for fur-
ther strengthening bilateral
naval cooperation and also
expressed commitment to
their support to uphold the
principle of collective respon-
sibility for maritime security in
the Indian Ocean region, the
Navy said in a statement. 

Admiral Reza will also be
interacting with high ranking
officials from the Ministry of
External Affairs and the
National Security Council
Secretariat (NSCS).

He is an alumnus of the
Indian Navy's Dronacharya
Gunnery Training

Establishment at Kochi, from
where he graduated as a
Gunnery Specialist back in
1990.  He is also scheduled to
visit his alma mater.

Elaborating upon ties
between the two navies, offi-
cials said bilateral cooperation
between the Indian Navy and
Royal Malaysian Navy spans
across a wide canvas ranging
from training to operations.
Both navies carried out the

bilateral exercise Samudra
Laksamana in May. 

The official visit of the
Chief of Royal Malaysian Navy
signifies yet another expres-
sion of growing collaboration
between the two navies and
commitment to sustaining the
positive trajectory of bilateral
relations, the Navy said.  The
Malaysian chief was accorded
a ceremonial guard of honour
at the South Block lawns. 
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Five helicopter operators car-
rying passengers in the

Kedarnath Dham have been
fined Rs 5 lakh each. The fine,
imposed by the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA), has been imposed for
anomalies in their flying
records. 

The DGCA also suspend-
ed officials from two other
operators for three months on
account of breaking safety
rules. These irregularities came
to light when it was decided to
conduct an audit in June. In
fact, on May 31, a helicopter
carrying pilgrims to a high alti-
tude had a hard landing fol-

lowing which, the regulators
formed a team and an audit
took place. 

The DGCA formed a team
for spot check of the choppers
involved in shuttle operations
in Kedarnath, according to a
representative of the
Uttarakhand Civil Aviation
Development Authority
(UCADA). “On June 7 and 8,
the team conducted a spot
check in which serious viola-
tions came to light, prompting
it to hold a detailed audit of all
operators undertaking the
shuttle operations," the official
added. 

The audit was conducted
by the audit team from 13 to 16
Jun 2022. The report said that
five operators were found not
maintaining correct flying
records in their respective heli-
copter Technical Log Books. 

In addition to the 05 oper-
ators mentioned above, anoth-
er two operators i.e. total 07
operators, were found to have
violated the provisions of the
Joint SOP promulgated by

DGCA. After that, Show Cause
Notices (SCNs) were issued to
all these seven operators
involved in the violations. 

The operations at
Kedarnath are suspended dur-
ing the monsoon months due
to the inclement weather, and
are thereafter recommenced
by the operators in end-August
/ early September, although the
quantum of flying in this sec-
ond part reduces due to the
reduced number of pilgrims.
The operations are finally con-
cluded in late October / early

November, depending on the
auspicious date decided by the
Shrine Board for closure of
shrine.

Against the backdrop of
various incidents involving
SpiceJet and other carriers in
recent times, the civil aviation
minister also said the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) has set a tar-
get of carrying out 3,709 checks
this year as part of its annual
surveillance plan. Prior to the
coronavirus pandemic, the tar-
get was around 2,775 checks.

New Delhi: In view of the ris-
ing number of Covid-19 cases
in several parts of the country,
the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) on
Wednesday made it mandato-
ry for air passengers to follow
protocols and asked all Indian
airlines to strictly enforce them.
It also asked the airlines to take
action against those who fail to
comply with the rules.

In a statement, the DGCA
said it will be conducting "ran-
dom checks" in aircraft across
the country to see if the
COVID-19 protocol is being
enforced or not. “Airlines have
to ensure that passengers are
wearing face masks properly
throughout journey and there
is proper sensitisation of pas-
sengers through various plat-
forms, it mentioned. In case a
passenger does not comply
with the directions, strict action

will be taken by airlines against
the passenger," it added.
“Surprise inspections and
checks will also be carried out
at airports and inside aircrafts.
The airlines would also have to
ensure there is proper sensiti-
sation of passengers through
various platforms and ensure
COVID-19 protocol inside the
aircraft ,” it said.

India reported 9,062 coro-
navirus infections and 36 relat-
ed deaths in the last 24 hours,
according to the daily bulletin
by the Union health ministry of
health and family welfare
(MoHFW).

The country's active case-
load currently stands at
1,05,058, constituting 0.24 per
cent of the cumulative tally,
according to the ministry data.
The overall death toll has
reached 527,134, as per min-
istry data.                    PNS
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The Supreme Court on
Wednesday said political

parties and individuals cannot
be prevented from making poll
promises aimed at fulfilling the
constitutional mandate and
the term “freebie” should not be
confused with genuine welfare
measures.

Observing that the voters
are not looking for freebies, the
apex court referred to the
Mahatma Gandhi Rural
Employment Guarantee
Scheme and said, “Given an
opportunity, they will look for
dignified earning”. “We all
must remember the good old
saying: ‘There is no free lunch',
'' the apex court said, adding
the “concern is about the right
way of spending public money”.

“There has to be a distinc-
tion between the offer of orna-
ments, television sets, con-
sumer electronics free of cost
and real welfarist offers. 

The promise of free coach-
ing for professional courses
cannot be compared with the
promise of free white goods,” a
bench headed by Chief Justice
N V Ramana said. 

The bench, also including
justices J K Maheshwari and
Hima Kohli is mulling and set-
ting up an expert panel to
brainstorm the issue of freebies
announced during elections. It
said that the issue of regulating

freebies is “getting increasing-
ly complicated” and asked all
the stakeholders to give their
suggestions on the proposed
panel while fixing the PIL for
hearing on August 22.

The bench said the expres-
sion ‘freebie' should not be con-
fused with genuine welfare
measures” and gave illustra-
tions to distinguish between
freebies and “real welfarist
offer”.

“You cannot prevent a
political party or individual
from making promises that
are aimed at fulfilling this con-
stitutional mandate if elected to
power.  The question is what
exactly qualifies as a valid
promise,” the CJI observed.

The bench deferred the
hearing to August 22 after
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the
Centre, said that senior advo-
cate Kapil Sibal wanted to sub-
mit his suggestions.
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The CBI has filed an FIR
against six Thrissur jail

officials for the alleged murder
of an undertrial lodged in the
prison two years back. The
undertrial Shameer was arrest-
ed in a drug trafficking case in
2020.

The CBI, which took up
the matter on the reference
from the Kerala government
last year, has re-registered the
case in accordance with the
procedures. 

The crime branch of the
State police had arrested
Deputy Prison Officers Arun
MS and Subash, Assistant
Prison Officers Viveek TV and
Pradeesh, Assistant Jail
Superintendent Athul, all of
Thrissur prison, and Assistant
Prison Officer of sub jail
Irinjalakuda Ramesh MR.

The Thrissur Police had
apprehended Shameer, a daily
wage labourer, along with his
wife and two friends from a car
on the allegations of possessing
marijuana on September 29,
2020, officials said.

They were kept in a quar-
antine facility due to the Covid-
19 restrictions in vogue then.

Shameer was subsequently
taken to the Government
Hospital, Thrissur by jail offi-
cials where he was declared
dead on October 1, 2020. His
death was shown as suicide in
the FIR registered by the local
police. 

In its report filed before the
court, the crime branch had
recommended adding sections
of murder and destruction of
evidence against the six officials
among other charges under the
Indian Penal Code (IPC).  The
victim's family had alleged that
Shameer’s body had a lot of
injury marks.
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The Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF) has

dismissed three commandos
from service and transferred
two senior officers of its VIP
security unit over a security
breach at the residence of
National Security Adviser
(NSA) Ajit Doval earlier this
year.

Doval is a 'Z plus' catego-
ry protectee under the Central
VIP security list and the secu-
rity cover is provided by the
Special Security Group (SSG)
of the CISF.

The punitive actions have
been taken after a court of
enquiry established by the CISF
to probe the February 16 inci-
dent held the five personnel
guilty on various counts and
recommended actions against

them, officials said. 
While the three SSG com-

mandos have been dismissed
from service, the Deputy
Inspector General (DIG) head-
ing this VVIP security unit and
his second-in-command, a
senior commandant-rank offi-
cer, have been transferred, they
said. 

The security breach
occurred at about 7:30 AM on
February 16 when a man from
Bengaluru attempted to drive
his car into the high-security
residence of Doval in central
Delhi.

The three commandos,
who have been dismissed, were
present at the NSA's residence
on the day of the incident as
part of the security detail. The
man was intercepted outside
the residence and was handed
over to the Delhi Police.
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Common Services Centers,
under the Ministry of

Electronics & IT, has joined
hands with the Ministry of
Tourism for delivery of services
of National Integrated Database
of Hospitality Industry

(NIDHI) portal through CSCs
in rural areas.  NIDHI is a dig-
ital platform where all accom-
modation units can register
themselves to become part of
the hospitality industry.
Registration with NIDHI will
ensure electronic delivery of
various services and benefits to
the hospitality units. 

As per MoU, CSCs will be
set up at tourist locations to
maintain and deliver all other
services.Apart from this, a cen-
tralized platform will be
designed and developed to
provide online services to
NIDHI registered users.
NIDHI users will register on

this portal to offer hotel book-
ing, guide services and all.
Further, bookings for all the
tourist points will be integrat-
ed with this portal. It will be
known as NIDHI SETU.

CSC will design and devel-
op a common platform for the
Ministry of Tourism covering
services like booking for her-
itage site visit at nearby CSCs,
booking for national park visit
at nearby CSCs, booking for
monuments visit at nearby
CSCs, temple visit reserva-
tions, Online pooja bookings,
Prasad delivery, Hotel booking
and other facilities from hos-
pitality and tourism related

booking service, which may be
decided between the parties

Elaborating on the part-
nership, Dr. Dinesh Tyagi,
Managing Director, CSC SPV
said, “This initiative will trans-
form the ecosystem of tourism
sector in rural areas. 

Through this partnership,
CSC entrepreneurs can help
citizens in rural areas access
various tourism and hospital-
ity related services. CSCs will
now become a one stop shop
for all the services related to
hospitality and tourism sector
and thereby help promote
tourism and culture of the
country.” 
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The Supreme Court  on
Wednesday restrained the

Jharkhand High Court from
proceeding with PILs seeking
a probe against Chief Minister
Hemant Soren who has been
accused of granting himself a
mining lease as the State's
Mining Minister. 

A bench of Justices UU
Lalit, SR Bhat, and Sudhanshu
Dhulia reserved its judgement
on separate pleas of the
Jharkhand government and
Soren against an order of the
high court that accepted the
maintainability of the PIL. 

"Heard counsel for the
parties. Order reserved. Since
this court is now seized of the
matter, the high court shall not
proceed with the pending peti-
tions," the bench said.  Senior
advocate Kapil Sibal, appearing
for the State Government, sub-
mitted that the high court had
decided on maintainability

even before all the documents
were placed before it.  "I have
to say this in open court,
milords, I am sorry. Where is
the occasion in the matter that
you are holding the court out-
side the state and hearing the
matter? What is the urgency?
Sibal stated. Senior advocate
Mukul Rohatgi, appearing for
Soren, questioned the creden-
tials of the PIL petitioner. 

Additional Solicitor
General SV Raju, appearing for
the Enforcement Directorate,
said criminal petitions should
not be thrown out on techni-
cal grounds. 

BJP national vice presi-
dent and former Jharkhand
Chief Minister Raghubar Das
had in February this year
claimed Soren abused his posi-
tion and granted himself the
favour of a mining lease, an
issue involving both the conflict
of interest and corruption.   He
also alleged violations of pro-
visions of the Representation of
People Act.
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The Supreme Court on
Wednesday asked the

Centre to take a "proactive
role" in the All India Football
Federation (AIFF) matter for
facilitating the holding of the
Under-17 Women's World Cup
in India and the lifting of the
suspension of the country's
apex football body by FIFA. 

The top court deferred till
the August 22 hearing on the
AIFF matter after the Centre
said it is in discussion with the
International Football
Federation (FIFA) over the
holding of the U-17 Women's
world cup in India. 

A bench of Justices DY
Chandrachud, AS Bopanna,
and JB Paridwala said, "We
would impress upon the Union
of India to take a proactive role
in the matter so that the hold-
ing of the Under-17 World Cup
and the lifting of the suspen-
sion of AIFF, in order to
achieve that object, is duly
facilitated". At the outset,
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the
Centre, informed the bench
that two meetings have been

held by the government and
Committee of Administrators
(CoA) with FIFA authorities
Tuesday and discussions are
going on with a meeting sched-
uled for Wednesday. 

Mehta said that all efforts
are being made to "break some
ice" on the holding of the U-17
Women's World Cup in India
in October 2022.  He request-
ed that the matter be deferred
till August 22 so that a con-
sensus could be arrived at
between the active stakehold-
ers of the AIFF. 

Mehta said that all through
the process CoA has played a
very constructive role and
urged that a few words from
the court to all stakeholders to
sort out the situation will help
them in their endeavour. 

"Yesterday, after the devel-
opment, which the judges may
also be in the know-how, we
took up the matter with the
FIFA. We had two meetings
with FIFA and we can say that
we have reached a stage, where
we can say that efforts are
being made to break some ice.
Therefore, I request that the
matter be deferred for further
hearing till next Monday",
Mehta said.
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An estimated number of
20-22 lakh voters are

expected to be enrolled in the
Union Territory of Jammu
and Kashmir as the special
summary revision of electoral
rolls is being held for the
first time in the last four
years after abrogation of
Article 370 in 2019.  

Labelling it as a "chal-
lenging task" Chief Electoral
Officer, J&K Hirdesh Kumar
Singh Wednesday said that for
the first time any Citizen of
India Ordinarily residing in
J&K for business, job or edu-
cation can also register as
Voter and exercise his/her
right to franchise.

Interestingly,  the
announcement made by the
Chief Electoral Officer during
a press briefing in Jammu
created flutter in the corridors
of power especially in the
Kashmir valley.

Reacting sharply to this
announcement, two former
Chief Ministers accused the
ruling Bharatiya Janta Party of
importing 'temporary votes' to
win seats.

Vice President of the
Jammu and Kashmir National
Conference Omar Abdullah
tweeted first in response to the
media reports. He wrote,"Is
the BJP so insecure about
support from genuine voters
of J&K that it needs to import
temporary voters to win seats?
None of these things will help
the BJP when the people of
J&K are given a chance to
exercise their franchise".

On the other hand PDP
Chief Mehbooba Mufti said
the main aim is to rule J&k
with an iron fist and to dis-
empower locals.

"GOIs decision to defer
polls in J&K preceded by
egregious gerrymandering
tilting the balance in BJPs
favour & now allowing non

locals to vote is obviously to
influence election results. Real
aim is to continue ruling J&K
with an iron fist to disem-
power locals" ,  tweeted
Mehbooba Mufti.

Referring to the marathon
exercise of the special sum-
mary revision, Hirdesh Kumar
Singh said around 600 new
polling stations are coming up
across Jammu Kashmir and
the number of polling stations
has been finalized at 11,370.

"The massive exercise to
complete the process in time
is going on to ensure that all
the eligible voters including
those who have attained the
age of 18 years on October 1,
2022 or earlier are enrolled to
provide an "error-free" final
list, Kumar said briefing
media persons in Jammu.

The Election
Commissioner clarified that
there was no bar for voting for
non-locals. “It does not mat-
ter how long one has been

staying in Jammu Kashmir.
The ERO will take the final
call on whether the non local
has been residing in Jammu
Kashmir or not. Those living
here on rent can also vote,” the
election Commissioner said.

He said that the only con-
dition to get included in the
voters list is that the person
should have cancelled his/her
voter registration from his/her
native state.

Elaborating further about
the entire exercise CEO said as
part of the pre-revision activ-
ities, the process of rationali-
sation/ re-arrangement of
polling stations, removal of
discrepancies of demograph-
ically similar entries/ similar
photo entries,  duplicate
EPICS, preparation of sup-
plements and integrated draft
roll is also going on at present’.

He said the projected pop-
ulation of J&K who are 18 plus
are around 98 lakhs, while the
number of enlisted voters are

76 lakh according to the last
voter list.

"We are expecting an
addition of 20 to 25 lakh new
voters in the final list," Kumar
said, adding the Booth Level
Off icers,  Electoral
Registration Off icers,
Assistant Electoral
Registration officers and
District Election Officers have
been sensitized to ensure that
the final list will be "error free"
and will also cover all the eli-
gible voters.

Kumar said there is no
need for a person to have a
domicile certificate of J&K to
become a voter. "An employ-
ee, a student, a labourer or
anyone from outside who is
living ordinarily in J&K, can
enlist his or her name in the
voting list. The documents
will be scrutinized by the
government officials con-
cerned who will take a deci-
sion after being satisfied about
the claim." He said like in the

past, many residents of J&K
who are working in armed
forces and paramilitary forces
and are posted outside the
Union Territory have an
option to get themselves reg-
istered as service voters and
can avail the facility of postal
ballot to register their choice
at the time of the elections.

"Likewise those from dif-
ferent parts of the country
who are posted here have the
option that if they are posted
in a peace station they can
enlist themselves as voters.
Jammu is a peace station and
anyone from outside posted in
armed forces in the city can
avail the option to enlist as a
voter," he said.

Referring to the schedule
notified by the ECI, Singh
said, the Integrated Draft Roll,
with reference to October 1,
2022 as the qualifying date,
would be published by all
EROs of the UT on September
15, 2022, marking the formal

beginning of the revision
activities.

He said the Commission
has extended the period for
filing of claims and objections
from 30 days to 40 days: from
September 15,  2022 to
October 25, 2022. During this
period Special camps would
also be organised by CEO
Jammu and Kashmir on week-
ends for which the date will be
publicised separately.

Objections could be filled
through multiple platforms-

offline by submitting a hard
copy in prescribed format
before ERO/ AERO or con-
cerned BLO and online objec-
tions and claims could be
f i l led by logging into
https://www.nvsp.in portal or
by downloading Voter
Helpline App (VHA).

The final electoral roll
after due disposal of all claims
and objections filed within the
stipulated time period would
be published on November 25,
2022.
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Angry Kashmiri migrant
employees appointed under

the Prime Minister's package in
Kashmir valley Wednesday
staged protest demonstrations
in Jammu against the targeted
killing of another Kashmiri
pandit in Shopian.

Shouting anti government
slogans, a large number of these
employees also took out a
protest march from the office of
Relief and Rehabilitation
Commissioner to Dogra chowk.
The employees also blocked
the traffic on the busy Tawi
bridge. These employees have
been sitting on a dharna since
May 10 in support of their sin-
gle point demand of relocation

to safer places outside the
Kashmir valley.

During the massive  protest
demonstration several migrant
employees  blamed the union
territory administration for not
providing adequate security
cover to the members of the
minority community.

During their protest march
in Jammu Kashmiri migrant
employees were seen holding
posters and banners that read
“Save Us” and “Minorities
Unsafe in Kashmir”. Tires were
also set ablaze as part of the
demonstrations.

Meanwhile, Jammu and
Kashmir Police Chief, Dilbag
Singh Wednesday said that two
persons involved in the killing
of a Kashmiri Pandit in Shopian
have been identified and that

strict action will be taken against
them.

Talking to reporters on the
side-lines of the wreath laying
ceremony of ITBP men, who
died in Pahalgam accident yes-

terday, DGP said  so far two per-
sons who were involved in the
targeted killing have been iden-
tified, while further process has
been initiated and strict action
will be taken.
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After Ankita Adhikari, the
dismissed teacher and

daughter of former Bengal
Education Minister Paresh
Adhikari it could be the turn of
Sukanya Mondal the daughter
of heavy-duty Trinamool
Congress leader Anubrata
Mondal currently in CBI cus-
tody for his alleged involvement
in cattle smuggling.

In further setback for the
Mamata Banerjee Government,
the Calcutta High Court —
while hearing a matter on irreg-
ularities in appointment of pri-
mary teachers — on Wednesday
directed Sukanya and five other
relatives of Anubrata Mondal to
appear before it by Thursday

noon with all their testimonials.
Justice Abhijit

Gangopadhyay passed the order
following an affidavit filed by
advocate Firdaus Shamim who
claimed that Sukanya, her
cousin Satyaki Mondal, Arka
Dutta a personal assistant of
Anubrata Mondal and his
brother had secured teacher's
job in primary school without
clearing the Teachers' Eligibility
Test (TET) exams 

Not only Sukanya had
obtained her job even after fail-
ing in the TET exams but also
she had never visited her place
of work from where she drew
regular salary. 

"Without clearing the TET
exams she got appointment in
school of her choice situated

near her house ... She also
would not attend her duty and
we have evidence to show how
the attendance register was
brought to her house for her sig-
nature," advocate Shamim told
the High Court.

Earlier Ankita Adhikari lost
her job and had to return the
entire salary — she earned on
account of her illegal appoint-
ment — following a High Court
order. 

In a similar matter jailed
former Education Minister
Partha Chatterjee's security
guard Biswambhar Mondal and
his ten relatives secured
Teachers'jobs through back-
door the advocate told the
Court.

Chatterjee was last month

arrested by the Enforcement
Directorate investigating school
level recruitment scam and
money laundering. Mondal was
arrested last week for his alleged
involvement in cattle smug-
gling.

The Wednesday order
comes as a double whammy for
Sukanya currently under CBI
scanner in cattle smuggling
case. She reportedly owns a
number of prime properties
including lands, business inter-
ests in partnership with her
father.   A group of CBI officials
on Wednesday reached
Anubrata Mondal's Bolpur
house to interrogate Sukanya
but she refused to oblige. The
CBI was considering legal
actions against her sources said.
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This monsoon it seems to be
raining crores from the

possession of Trinamool
Congress leaders.

In a major development
that could further hurt the
TMC' s image the Central
Bureau of Investigation prob-
ing cattle smuggling case on
Wednesday froze Fixed
Deposits worth Rs 17 crore
"related to" arrested TMC
strongman and party nation-
al executive member Anubrata
Mondal and his relatives.

The recovery came hours
after the CBI officials interro-
gated his chartered accoun-
tant, sources said adding the
Fixed Deposits could be linked
to cattle smuggling. 

The exact Fixed Deposits
amount frozen is Rs 16.96
crore sources said.

"These Fixed Deposits
could be a part of the black
money earned from cattle
smuggling and legalised
through various means... This
also means that the good big
part of the ill-gotten amount
has been kept in hiding or

converted into immovable
property," a former TMC
leader from Bolpur said
adding it is difficult to imag-
ine that a small time trader
(fish seller) before TMC came
to power could have made so
much money legally.

The development comes
days after Enforcement
Directorate arrested former
Bengal minister and TMC
secretary general Partha
Chatterjee and recovered Rs 50
crore from his close associate
Arpita Mukherjee.

The development also

comes days after Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
openly stood by Mondal after
his arrest and attacked Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Amit Shah for their vindictive
approach.

Apart from cattle smug-
gling, Mondal's name has also
bobbed up in other illegal
trades like coal, sand and
stone quarrying, sources said. 

According to sources the
CBI is likely to summon the
relatives and close aides of
Mondal in connection with
the Wednesday's development.
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Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari on Wednesday

said there is a breakthrough in
the Delhi-Dehradun
Expressway project as the last
20-km stretch that passes
through the eco-sensitive zone
of Raja Ji National Park is being
constructed. In a series of
tweets, the road transport and
highways minister said the
tunnel intends to protect the
surrounding wildlife.

"Breakthrough achieved
on Delhi-Dehradun
Expressway project. The last
20km stretch passes through
eco-sensitive zone of Raja Ji
National Park where Asia's
longest elevated wildlife corri-
dor (12km) is being con-
structed that includes 340 m
Daat Kali tunnel," Gadkari
said.

Once completed, the
expressway would reduce trav-
el time between Dehradun-
Delhi from 6 hrs to 2.30 hours
and Delhi-Haridwar from 5
hours to 2 hours, he added.

“The tunnel intends to
protect the surrounding
wildlife. Once completed, the
expressway would reduce trav-
el time between Dehradun-
Delhi from 6 hrs to 2.30 hrs &
Delhi-Haridwar from 5 hrs to
2 hrs," said the minister on
Twitter.

The Expressway is a part of
Delhi Dehradun economic
corridor, which is expected to
be completed by March 2024.
The final stretch of the Delhi-
Dehradun Expressway will link
Dehradun via the new Daat
Kali Devi Tunnel. The phase
IV route will go through a vast
forest area (surrounding the
tunnel), comprising Shivalik
Hills and Rajaji Tiger Reserve.

As per the Ministry, before
2024, as many as 26 green
express highways will be con-
structed which will bring down
travel time considerably. Once
the highways are in place,
travel time from Delhi to
Dehradun, Delhi to Haridwar,
Delhi to Jaipur would only take
around two hours. While Delhi
to Chandigarh will take 2.30
hours, Delhi to Amritsar will

be done in 4 hours and Delhi
to Mumbai in 12 hours.

As many as 7,747 trees
were cut and 3,258 saplings
were felled for the Delhi-
Dehradun expressway project
but around 1.76 lakh trees
will be planted as per the
Compensatory Afforestation
scheme prepared by Uttar
Pradesh and Uttarakhand
Forest Departments.
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With the JD(U) apparent-
ly keen on the projection

of Nitish Kumar as the
Opposition's prime ministeri-
al face in the 2024 parliamen-
tary election, Bihar Congress
president Madan Mohan Jha
on Wednesday said Rahul
Gandhi or whoever he picks
will be the party's prime min-
isterial candidate.

Jha's assertion came days
after JD(U) chief Nitish Kumar
snapped ties with the BJP and
joined hands with the RJD
and the Congress to form the
Government in Bihar. Asked if
Nitish would be acceptable to
the Congress as the
Opposition's face, he told
reporters, "Neither Nitish
Kumar ji has said that he is the
prime ministerial candidate,
nor have we said that he will be
our PM candidate."

"Our candidate is our
leader Rahul Gandhi ji or
whosoever he nominates for
the post our entire party will
stand behind that person," he
said at the AICC Press confer-
ence.  The Bihar Congress
chief, however, said the issue
was not at hand and would be
discussed later as two years
were left for the Lok Sabha elec-
tion. Jha was joined by AICC
Bihar incharge Bhakta Charan
Das and party leader Kanhaiya
Kumar.

Das said what happened in
Bihar has brought a new
change and shown the way to
the country that not only has
the government changed but a
ray of hope has also emerged.

At a time when senior
Congress leader Ghulam Nabi
Azad has expressed his resent-
ment by declining to be part of
the newly formed Political
Affairs Committee in Jammu
Kashmir, he raised questions
over the distribution of minis-
terial berths in Bihar saying

while the government forma-
tion was a welcome step, his
party has got a raw deal. "Every
constituent in the coalition
had walked away with a good
share of ministerial berths
except for the Congress," he
said.

Azad, part of the G23
grouping, said the distribu-
tion of portfolios has been
done without any logic and "it
is really surprising that none
from the party pressed for an
equal share of berths".

"You see RJD has 79 MLAs
and has secured 17 berths,
JDU has 46 MLAs (including
Independent Sumit Kumar
Singh) and has 13 ministers,
including the chief minister,
and Hindustani Awam Morcha
(HAM) has four MLAs and one
minister. Congress with 19
MLAs has only two ministers,"
Azad told a news agency.  

Patna: RJD supremo Lalu
Prasad on Wednesday
slammed the BJP Government
at the Centre as "dictatorial"
and vowed to oust Prime
Minister Narendra Modi from
power in the 2024 general elec-
tions. The comments are his
first since the
'Mahagathbandhan 2.0'
Government came to power in
Bihar after the JD(U)'s Nitish
Kumar dumped the BJP and

joined hands with Lalu Prasad's
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD), the
Congress and other parties.
"We have to oust the dictator-
ial Government (at the Centre).
Modi ko hatana hai," Lalu told
reporters.  Asked about BJP
leader Sushil Modi's allega-
tions targeting the new
'Mahagathbandhan' alliance
after the formation of the
Government, Lalu Prasad said,
"He is a liar. It's all wrong."
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At the Bihar BJP Core
Committee meeting con-

ducted at party headquarters
here on Tuesday, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah reported-
ly told the party leaders that
Nitish Kumar has been repeat-
edly lying about facts and
accusing the BJP of trying to
break the Janata Dal-United.

The core committee meet-
ing was  attended  besides Shah
by BJP national president J P
Nadda, Bihar BJP state presi-
dent Sanjay Jaiswal, General
Secretary (Organisation) BL
Santosh, Ravi Shankar Prasad,
Sahnawaz Hussain, Mangal
Pandey, Janak Ram, Nand
Kishore Yadav and several
other  leaders from Bihar BJP.

During the meeting, the
BJP discussed a detailed strat-
egy for the expansion of the
organisation in the whole of the
state. The party has also pre-
pared a strategy to win more
than 35 of the 40 Lok Sabha
seats in the state in the 2024
Lok Sabha elections.
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The slugfest between the
BJP and the Congress is

continuing in the election-
bound  Rajasthan with the
former on Wednesday again
lashing  out at Congress saying
its government in Rajasthan
was setting “new records” in
crimes against all sections of
society including women and
Dalits.

The BJP said while the
atrocities are continuing in the
state  the top Congress  lead-
ership is maintaining  its
silence.

Addressing a press con-
ference here , Union Minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat,
citing the National Crime
Records Bureau data, said,
"Today Rajasthan is at number
one in the cases of rape in the
country, second in terms of
trafficking of minor girls."

Shekhawat  said Congress'
top leaders such as Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra come to the
state for vacation but never say
anything about the deteriorat-
ing law and order situation
there.

"On August 15, when the
country was celebrating
Independence Day, a young
man named Chiranjilal, who
earned his livelihood by selling
vegetables in a village in
Rajasthan's Alwar district, was
beaten to death by the mem-
bers of Muslim community,"
Shekhawat said.
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Sir — Mr Naidu the ex-vice president
showed anger at his farewell party due to
denigrating remarks by opposition mem-
bers of the house. Such unbearable finger
pointing toward going dignitary is
unhealthy anyway and it is against the very
spirit of farewell. If one has the courage to
pass the negative remarks, better it would
have done during the tenure. Everyone
whether the members of the opposition or
the then-present prime minister should pay
respect to the retiring office bearer.
Disciplinary action should be taken against
those who indulge in such indecent behav-
iour. Democracy functions properly only
when the institutions are respected and
there is respect for the adversaries. SM
Arif Hussain | Hyderabad 
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Sir —  The Chief Justice of India-designate
Uday Umesh Lalit wants the costs imposed
to cut frivolous litigation. On many occa-
sions in the past cost has been imposed for
taking not-so-important issues to courts.
There are provisions in the law to impose
costs when frivolous litigations are brought
to court. Imposition of costs should be in
the rarest of the rare cases. It should be
more an exception than a norm. Just as it
is necessary to block frivolous litigations
entering the court, it is also necessary that
the litigant public is not instilled with fear
to take even serious matters to courts fear-
ing that the case they take may be viewed
as frivolous followed by the imposition of
heavy costs. 

The litigant public should take the call
given by Justice Lalit as a wake-up call. The
court's time is precious. The litigants who
take the cases to court generally believe that
they are seeking justice in serious matters.
It is for the courts to decide what are friv-
olous cases and what are cases that merit
the attention of courts. The courts should
dismiss the cases considered to be frivo-
lous and reprimand the petitioners rather
than imposing hefty costs. Just as the pop-

ulation is rising, the number of litigants is
also on the rise. To overcome this situation,
the strength of the judges has also been
steadily raised and more courts have come
up. Tribunals and Lok Adalats are work-
ing in tandem with courts. Appellate
authorities are in place in departmental
matters. Tribunals, Lok Adalats, and
Appellate authorities in government
departments have been established to ease
the burden on civil, sessions, High Courts,
and also Supreme Court. Costs should be
imposed in cases, not to the extent that the
litigant public becomes afraid of approach-
ing the courts for justice. Frivolous cases
should be dismissed at the earliest possi-
ble time and the petitioners responsible for
bringing such cases should be so admon-
ished that it should be a lesson to others.

KV Seetharamaiah | Bengaluru
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Sir — The vicious stabbing of the
Indian-origin British author Salman
Rushdie is horrifying. It is an unpardon-

able blow on freedom of expression too.
Rushdie has faced several death threats
since his novel The Satanic Verses was pub-
lished in 1988, as many Muslims consid-
er it to be sacrilegious. (editorial, "A cow-
ardly attack", Aug. 15). 

Rushdie has written 14 books, includ-
ing the 1981 Booker Prize-winning book,
Midnight’s Children. But, it is The Satanic
Verses that made him the target of a fatwa
in Iran,  forcing him to go into hiding.
Fatwas were revoked and even the Iran gov-
ernment had macerated its stance on the
issue, and yet the heightened hate towards
a book and its author remained alive. After
more than 33 years now, the savaging attack
on Rushdie has stunned the entire literary
world. Taking revenge through knives for
words is certainly a spineless act. Said
Mahatma Gandhi, 'A coward is incapable
of exhibiting love, it is the prerogative of
the brave.

Ranganathan Sivakumar | Chennai
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SOUNDBITE

come anything like an inferi-
ority complex. To give a recent
example, I have a friend resi-
dent in Chittaranjan Park
who was delighted that I may
visit Dhaka to attend a wed-
ding. His advice to me to go,
to go and see how a poorer
neighbour has overtaken the
Indian economy comprehen-
sively. A couple of decades
ago, there were Indians who
believed that Pakistan has
overtaken us in terms of eco-
nomic points. The PM, there-
fore, asked us in his speech
not to be affected by anything
like a slavery complex which
we could have been contract-
ed by any of us over the last
millennium.

The PM asked the people
to shed any vestige of a slav-
ery complex that might have
been acquired inadvertently
over the last many centuries.
Indians of older generations
did betray a readiness to
concede the superiority of a
foreigner, say a white person.
At the same time, they were
equally ready to come in the
way of their friends and col-
leagues getting ahead by
competition. 

Being aware of one's lega-
cy or virasat is often the best

way to feel self-confident.
Other than political perfor-
mance in the centuries past,
Indians have a great deal to be
proud of. Had we not been a
great civilization we could
not have survived the blows of
so many foreign invasions. A
great deal of our legacy is on
display in buildings, temples,
literature, epics, and whatnot.
Treat our united diversity as a
source of strength and how the
variety adds power to team
India - such a team would be
a winning team especially if
we keep our motherland as
our first love and our priori-
ty. And of course, we must
resolve to be always free and
always free. And not go under
a conqueror's boots as we
often in the past.

There is nothing that
Indians cannot achieve if they
collectively make up their
mind. Until 2014, for example,
we had not paid much atten-
tion to cleanliness. But once
we decided on Swatch Bharat
we have come a long way, the
same with the electrification of
our villages and several other
things. How quickly do we
succeed? So with manufactur-
ing our toys and importing as
few of them as possible. We

resolved and we achieved.
Look at our frontiers

today and contrast them with
how weakly defended they
were in the past. The secret to
success was our willpower
and sincere application. Now
if we encourage our women-
folk to come more and more
forward, India would progress
must faster. They comprise a
huge reservoir of India's
strength which is lying
untapped and, in effect, wast-
ed. Turning to digital technol-
ogy, luckily we caught its bus
in time. See how soon we will
derive what great advantage in
this competing world. All in
all, India is strong, resource-
ful, and will do well.
Remember our single-mind-
ed aim to become a Developed
country by 2047.

We have not had the ben-
efit of such a visionary leader
in memory. Now that we have
his commandments, we should
get down to work. I believe one
of the great secrets of American
success has been the lack of
dynastic inheritance.

(The writer is a well-known
columnist, an author and a

former member of the Rajya
Sabha. The views expressed

are personal.)

0���/������������)��������������������������#��������"������&�	������$�
��������"���������#)��������!��������#�"�����$%��%�!���

0���/���
1���0��
/�(/���0(�
���
��;�<�
0	:��(9��


��<��;�2(�/��O
0��0��	:�0���<�

�����2P.	���
	���<��0��0�;
(<���0�����
0

���;�2��0.�	�


���
866�29�35�3

-���
�	 �&���+	�
	������'	����

Prime Minister's Indepen-
dence Day speech remin-
ded one of ''Sermon on
the Mount' presumably

delivered to Prophet Moses and
his Judaic followers on their
deliverance to Israel. The contents
were not necessarily similar but
their import was comparably
classical. In 25 years, the PM
wants India to be a developed
country. Until the last century, we
used to go deaf hearing that India
was a developing economy,
belonging to the Third World.
From today the open objective is
to be a part of the First World by
the year 2047. In Hindi, this
means India must be Viksit
Bharat.

This is a sharp and clear
objective for the citizens to pur-
sue especially its leaders.
Presently, many of them are
obsessed with distributing free-
bies to win elections. This is a
waste of wealth that should be
deployed for economic growth.
To elucidate this point, take
demonetization followed by the
introduction of Goods & Services
Tax. The first was a loud and clear
message to people to keep away
from hoarding tax-evaded wealth
because it cannot be productive-
ly deployed for developmental
activities. The GST was a very
constructive, ongoing follow-up
on retaining surplus wealth and
deploying it for growth. Many cit-
izens, habituated to hoarding
their surpluses, still cannot see
these two measures in this light.

This obstinate mentality
which afflicts not only the way-
ward but also some academics
and intellectuals would be one of
the enduring roadblocks to the
Prime Minister's march towards
First World Status. Apart from
distancing our people from men-
tal roadblocks, it is necessary for
the people, especially the rulers,
to undergo an intellectual revo-
lution whereby unethical and
stubborn old ideas are rejected
spontaneously and not merely by
the fear of the Enforcement
Directorate, Income Tax
Inspectors, Central Bureau of
Investigation and other agencies.

The other psychological
change required is to acquire
equality confidence and over-
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The word ‘inclusive’
denotes ‘including or
containing everything’.

It  would further mean
embracing all people, irre-
spective of race, gender, age,
language, ideology, creed,
class, culture, social mores,
food habits, dress patterns,
nationality, disability or other
conditions. To be included is
a universal human right.

‘Being inclusive’ implies
equal access and opportunities
for all. It rules out discrimina-
tion and intolerance. It advo-
cates removal of barriers
between individuals, commu-
nities and nations. A few of the
related words are ‘including,
surrounding, containing,
encompassing, wide-ranging,
universal, global and all
together’.

‘To be inclusive’ is to

embrace and celebrate differ-
ences. There are differences in
backgrounds, perspectives and
experiences, like gender.
People think, feel, understand,
act, react, and the like, differ-
ently. Engaging with every cat-
egory and to be integrated
with one and all is the ultimate
value of life.

‘Taking everyone along’,
along with going together,
crossing all borders is the spir-
it of inclusiveness. ‘Nation’ is
totally an inclusive idea. It is a
country or all the people in a
country. It has no particular
religion, language, culture, and
the like. It is a large body of
people, united in terms of a cer-
tain territory and government.
Nation or country accommo-
dates diverse languages, ideolo-
gies, ethnic groups, etc.

People of a certain nation

are known for their ‘collective
identity’, mostly supported by a
set of shared history, features,
beliefs, institutions, interests
and sentiments. A strong sense
of community, backed by
integrity, integration, solidar-
ity and relatedness are the
assets of the people of a certain
nation.

India is a nation and a
country, at the same time. The
‘Republic of India’, Bhaarat
Ganraajya’ is a country in South
Asia. It is the seventh largest
country by area, the second
most populous country and the
most populous democracy in
the world. It is a nation with a
self-governing State with cul-
tures and traditions.

‘Patriotism’, obviously, is at
the core of a nation. It is the
feeling of love, devotion and
sense of attachment to one’s

country. Ethnicity, language,
cultural traits, social traditions,
historical roots and political
affiliations could be at the back
of the patriotic sentiments.

Patriotism motivates one to
have special affection towards
one’s country, define oneself in
terms of one’s country, being
interested in the welfare of
one’s country and being ready
to sacrifice oneself for the sake
of national prospects. This is
often the natural trait of all the
citizens, while the degree varies.

Patriotism is not the same
as nationalism, even though
they share several factors. The
former is loyalty to a group
conceived of in judicial and
political terms, whereas the
latter is loyalty to a group
understood primarily on ethnic
and cultural terms. The former
has focus on values and beliefs,

while the latter on heritage.
Furthermore, patriotism

leads one to serve the country,
while nationalism makes one
plunge into taking pride in
national symbols, monuments
and achievements, as well as
reviving cultural traits. In either
case, devotion to one’s country
or nation leads one to a sense
of ‘national consciousness’,
which proceeds to exalt one’s
nation or country above some
or all others.

‘Islamic State’ and ‘Hindu
Raashtra’ are outstanding
instances of the inordinate type
of patriotism and nationalism.
Now, what is wrong with
‘Islamic State’ and ‘Hindu
Raashtra’? Islamic State is a rad-
ical and militant Islamic group
of the Sunni tradition. ‘Hindu
Raashtra’ is the fanatic and
extremist idea of Hindu polity

that was conceived and moot-
ed by Savarkar. Both are reli-
gion-based, exclusive and vio-
lent ideologies that brutally
cross the courtesy lines between
communities of other affilia-
tions and proceed to hate, and
even engage in brutal mas-
sacres. They function as a
‘blend of power, money and
faith’, though in disguise.

Like ‘Islamic State’ else-
where, ‘Hindu Raashtra’ in
India sharply violates the basic
fibre of being inclusive. It
negates and contradicts the
fundamental right of other
religious, ideological and cul-
tural traditions to co-exist
peacefully.

The India of today is multi-
ethnic, multi-lingual, multi-
ideological, multi-religious,
multicultural, multi-cuisine,
multi-dressed, multi-coloured,

multi-traditional, multi-party,
multi-community, and the like.
This is what the tri-coloured
‘Indian flag’ is all about.

The greatest ideal of India
is ‘vasudhaiv kutumbakam’
from Maha Upanishad, mean-
ing ‘the world is one family’. ‘Let
good thoughts come from all
directions’ is its real driving
force. ‘Satyamev jayate’, ‘truth
alone prevails’ is the express-
way to real development and
progress. ‘Sarve bhavantu
sukhinah’, ‘let all be happy’, is
the esteemed destination of
India. Nothing less than these
ideals could be acceptable to
India.

May the ‘inclusive idea of
India’ be on the march on the
celebrated occasion of the 75th
anniversary of India as a free
nation, in special, towards a
leadership beyond borders!
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(The author is Director,
Institute of Harmony and

Peace Studies.)
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���9����9��63����3:3�3$ For some time now, the talk of pri-
vatization of public sector banks
has been gaining momentum in
the policy circles. Significantly,

under the banking reforms, the Central
government has reduced 27 public sector
banks to just 12 in just three years after a
merger exercise. However, the government
has also said that banking will continue
to be recognized as a strategic sector.

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
in her Budget speech this year said that
two public sector banks and a public sec-
tor insurance company would be priva-
tized. It is noteworthy that according to
the current laws 51 per cent participation
of the Central government in public sec-
tor banks is mandatory. But as per the cur-
rent announced policy, the government
intends to reduce its participation to zero.

The Banking Laws (Amendment)
Bill was listed in the Winter session of
Parliament last year, but for some reasons
it was not presented. It was being said that
now this Bill will be presented in the
Monsoon session, which also didn’t take
place.

However, debate on privatisation of
public sector banks has intensified recent-
ly after Poonam Gupta, director general
of the National Council of Applied
Economic Research, and Arvind
Panagariya of Columbia University, for-
mer vice chairman of NITI Aayog, pub-
lished an academic paper. This article rec-
ommends that all public sector banks
should be privatised, keeping only the
State Bank of India in government’s
hands. Both the authors are not saying
anything new, as their views about privati-
sation are well known. They consider pri-
vatisation to be the solution to all prob-
lems in all sectors, including banks.

FINANCIAL INCLUSION
The arguments of proponents of privati-
sation of public sector banks cannot be
justified for several reasons. When 14 pri-
vate banks were nationalised for the first
time in 1969 and six more in 1980, the
government’s main objective was to pro-
mote inclusive growth. Considering that
agriculture, small scale industries, educa-
tion, export promotion, etc., are of prima-
ry importance, the availability of credit
was ensured for them through public sec-
tor banks, as priority sectors.

Availability of micro loans to extreme-
ly small borrowers at very low interest
rates was also ensured by public sector
banks. However, the situation has changed
significantly since then. According to the
directions of the Reserve Bank, efforts
were made to link private banks also with
national objectives, but it is equally true
that despite all the rules, bye-laws and
instructions, private sector banks are no
match to the way the task of financial
inclusion is being performed by public
sector banks.

After the Narendra Modi Government
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(The author is Professor,
PGDAV College,

University of Delhi.)

came to power, Jan Dhan accounts
with zero balance were opened
under Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan
Yojana (PMJDY), ensuring finan-
cial inclusion. So far, 46 crore such
Jan Dhan accounts have been
opened, through which not only
the poor and common people
have access to banks and with this
they can deposit their micro sav-
ings. Direct benefit transfer by the
government has also been made
possible by these Jan Dhan
accounts, which are linked with
Aadhaar and mobile phones. Be it
transfer of Kisan Samman Nidhi or
transfer of COVID related cash to
20 crore women, all this has been
made possible only due to Pradhan
Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY).

But, we must understand that,
today when the share of private
banks in deposits and lending is
around 36 per cent, only 10 per
cent of Jan Dhan accounts have
been opened by private banks. This
fact speaks tons about the role of
public sector banks in financial
inclusion.

Not only this, 90 per cent liveli-
hood loans to six crore women
under Deendayal Antyodaya
Yojana are being provided by PSBs
and regional rural banks (RRBs),
sponsored by PSBs. Similarly, the
task of giving loans to street ven-
dors is also performed by public
sector banks. In such a situation,
naturally, the profitability of private
sector banks is higher than that of
the public sector banks, because
these banks are free from the
duty of financial inclusion.

Government banks are bound
to implement all government
schemes. If financial inclusion
and social banking are removed

from the functioning of public sec-
tor banks, their profits can also
increase in leaps and bounds.

REGULATION BY RBI
The RBI argues that it does not
have much say in PSBs’ affairs and,
therefore, it cannot control them,
whereas it has control over private
banks. This argument doesn’t hold
water. The RBI does have control
and regulatory powers over PSBs,
which include say in key appoint-
ments, audit and policy on loans,
etc.

As far as NPAs of public sec-
tor banks are concerned, it is well
known that between 2004 and
2014 (UPA regime), huge loans
were given in the name of infra-
structure loans and a large num-
ber of these loans turned out to be
NPAs. To recover these bad debts
in one way or the other, Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Law was enacted.
But, in the process, a lot of money
from public sector banks was lost.
In such a situation, since the rules
have been tightened now and the
chances of such frauds recurring
in future are very limited.

Therefore, privatization of
public sector banks in the name of
efficiency can be harmful in view
of social banking and financial
inclusion requirements.

Supporters of privatization of
banks argue that if the manufac-
turing sector in the country is to
be promoted, then privatization of
public sector banks is necessary.
But now the question is that there
is no unanimity about handing
over the public sector banks to the
big industrial houses, as the same
may lead to cronyism. If the pro-
moters of private banks in the

country are not in a position to buy
state-owned banks, there is also a
danger that the privatization of
public sector banks will lead to an
increase in the stake of foreigners
in the banking sector. It’s notable
that the exposure of foreigners in
the Indian banking system has
increased manifold in the last
nearly two decades.

Some experts are of the view
that privatization is no solution to
the present day banking problems.
Experience shows that the efficien-
cy of an organization does not
depend on its ownership, but on its
management. If seen, after the
nationalization of banks, the con-
fidence of the general public
increased in financial institutions
and the mobilisation of household
savings in the country increased
significantly. Due to all this, nec-
essary financial resources could be
mobilized for development in the
country. No government bank
failed due to the central govern-
ment’s patronage in public sector
banks. Many private banks were
saved from failure, thanks to inter-
ventions of PSBs.

Recently, a private bank named
Lakshmi Vilas Bank had to be
handed over to DSB, a Singaporean
bank. In such a situation, if the
financial sector of the country goes
under foreign domination due to
the privatization of banks, then the
economy will have to suffer its con-
sequences. Therefore, it would
not be appropriate to carry out the
privatization of public sector banks
only on the basis of suggestions
made by some institutions or
some economists. It is necessary to
study the changes caused by this
and its possible side effects.
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Taiwan is staging military
exercises to show its abil-
ity to resist Chinese pres-

sure to accept Beijing's political
control over the self-governing
island, following new rounds of
threatening drills from China.

The exercises Wednesday
off the southeastern county of
Hualien follow days of Chinese
missile firings and incursions
into Taiwan's sea and airspace by
ships and planes from the
People's Liberation Army, the
military wing of China's ruling
Communist Party.

"We strongly condemn
Communist China's continuous
military provocations around
Taiwan's sea and air that under-
mine regional peace," Taiwan
Defence Ministry spokesper-
son Sun Li-fang told reporters at
Hualien Air Force Base.

"Communist China's mili-
tary operations just provide us
with the opportunity for com-
bat-readiness training," Sun said.

Taiwan's Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Joanne Ou said
China was using recent visits by
US Congress members includ-
ing House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
as a pretext for escalating its
attempts to intimidate Taiwan
into accepting what it calls its
terms for "peaceful reunifica-
tion".

"China launched military
provocations on these grounds.
This is absurd and a barbaric act,
which also undermines region-
al stability and interferes with
shipping and commercial activ-
ities in the Indo-Pacific region,"
Ou said.

China sees the island as a
breakaway province to be
annexed by force if necessary,
and considers visits to Taiwan by

foreign officials as recognising its
sovereignty.

Alongside its military
threats, China imposed visa
bans and other sanctions
Tuesday on Taiwanese political
figures. China exercises no effec-
tive legal authority over Taiwan
and it's unclear what effect the
sanctions would have.

China has refused all con-

tact with Taiwan's government
since shortly after the 2016 elec-
tion of President Tsai Ing-wen of
the pro-independence
Democratic Progressive Party.
Tsai was overwhelmingly
reelected in 2020.

The DPP also controls the
legislature, while the vast major-
ity of Taiwanese favor main-
taining the status quo of de facto

independence along with strong
economic and social connec-
tions between the sides.

China accuses Washington
of encouraging the island's inde-
pendence through the sale of
weapons and engagement
between US politicians and the
island's government. The US
says it does not support inde-
pendence and has no formal
diplomatic ties with the island,
but it is legally bound to ensure
Taiwan can defend itself against
threats from China, including a
blockade.

Aside from putting its mil-
itary on alert, Taiwan has large-
ly played down the threat from
the Chinese exercises and life has
continued as normal among a
population of 23 million that has
lived under the shadow of bel-
licose rhetoric and saber rattling
from China for more than seven
decades.

�
��� .�	0�����0	(�


Secretary in the Ministry of
Electronics and Information

Technology Alkesh Kumar
Sharma is among 10 eminent
persons from around the world
appointed by UN Secretary
General Antonio Guterres on his
inaugural Internet Governance
Forum (IGF) Leadership Panel.

In line with the mandate of

the IGF and as recommended in
the Secretary-General's Road-
map for Digital Cooperation, the
Secretary-General has estab-
lished the Panel as a strategic,
empowered, and multistake-
holder body to support and
strengthen the IGF. 

In addition, the Panel con-
sists of five ex-officio members,
including Secretary-General's
Envoy on Technology Aman-

deep Singh Gill as well as senior
representatives of the current,
immediately previous, and
immediately upcoming IGF host
countries. The Panel will address
strategic and urgent issues and
highlight Forum discussions
and possible follow-up actions,
in order to promote greater
impact and dissemination of
IGF discussions according to its
Terms of Reference. 
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Agroup of German air force
fighter jets landed in Singa-

pore on Tuesday as part of a
marathon bid to fly them some
12,800 kilometers (8,000 miles)
from their home base to South-
east Asia in just 24 hours.

The exercise comes at a
time of heightened tensions
between China and the U.S. And
its allies over Taiwan and
demonstrates the ability for a
European nation to move air
power quickly to the region.

The European Union
unveiled a new strategy in Sep-
tember for boosting economic,
political and defense ties in the
Indo-Pacific. German Defense
Minister Christine Lambrecht

told reporters that despite the
war in Ukraine being a priority
at the moment, the Eurofighter
mission underscores that Asia
has not been forgotten.

“We are at the side of all of
those who stand for our values
such as democracy, freedom
and security, and are also will-
ing to contribute,” she said as the
aircraft took off from Neuburg,
Germany, on Monday, the dpa
news agency reported.

“Our focus at the moment

is naturally on the eastern flank,
for which Russia's brutal war of
aggression is to blame, but we
also have to keep an eye on other
regions.” Part of the EU's new
strategy for the Asia-Pacific is
focused on improving maritime
security and ensuring safe pas-
sage through sea lanes, and sev-
eral European nations have sent
naval assets to the region for
maneuvers this year. As China
has grown more assertive in the
region, the United States, Britain

and others have also made it
increasingly a priority.

Germany sent the frigate
Bayern to the region on a near-
ly seven-month deployment
that wound up earlier this year,
the first time a German warship
had been in the Indo-Pacific for
nearly two decades. It took part
in joint exercises with allies
including Australia, Singapore,
Japan and the United States, and
was denied a port call in China.

The six multirole Eurofigh-
ter jets involved in the current
exercise were accompanied by
four transport aircraft and three
tankers. They were refueled in-
air along the lengthy flight, and
also made stops along the way
for refueling, inspection and
rotations of pilots.
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APalestinian human rights
group and an Israeli news-

paper reported Tuesday that an
explosion in a cemetery that
killed five Palestinian children
during the latest flare-up in
Gaza was caused by an Israeli
airstrike and not an errant
Palestinian rocket.

It was one of a number of
blasts during the fighting that
did not bear the tell-tale signs
of an Israeli F-16 or drone
strike, and which the Israeli
military said might have been
caused by rockets misfired by
the Palestinian Islamic Jihad
militant group. 

The five children, aged 4 to
16 years old, had gathered in
the local cemetery, one of the
few open spaces in the crowd-
ed Jebaliya refugee camp, on
Aug. 7, hours before an
Egyptian-brokered cease-fire
ended three days of heavy

fighting.
Residents said a projectile

fell from the air and exploded
in the cemetery. When The
Associated Press visited the
site, it saw none of the usual
signs of an airstrike by an
Israeli F-16 or drone, adding to
suspicions that the blast was
caused by an errant rocket.
Both the Israeli military and
Palestinian rights groups said
at the time that they were still
investigating the blast.

On Tuesday, the Gaza-
based Palestinian Center for
Human Rights said its investi-
gation of shrapnel and other
evidence led it to conclude that
the blast was caused by an
Israeli airstrike.

"This was a missile fired
from an Israeli aircraft," said
Raja Sourani, the director of the
group, as he displayed pic-
tures of what he said was a frag-
ment showing the missile's
serial number.
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Wartime rivals Serbia and
Kosovo are holding high-

level crisis talks on Thursday
which the European Union
mediators hope will de-escalate
growing tensions in the Balkans
where Russia has been trying to
further increase its influence
amid the war in Ukraine.

Hopes that the rare face-to-
face meeting between Serbian
President Aleksandar Vucic
and Kosovo Prime Minister
Albin Kurti, to be held in
Brussels, could produce a
major breakthrough are slim.

But Western officials over-
seeing the decades-old dead-
lock between the two neigh-
bours hope that at least it
could eliminate increasing war-
mongering rhetoric by both
sides. "All open issues will be
addressed and should be
addressed through the EU-
facilitated dialogue," European
Commission spokesperson for
foreign affairs Nabila Massrali
told reporters. "Both parties
must end their hostilities at this
point" and "act responsibly".

The latest tensions between
Serbia and its former province
of Kosovo soared late last
month when Kurti's Govt
declared that Serbian identity
documents and vehicle license
plates would no longer be valid
on Kosovo territory.
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ABangladeshi tribunal on
Wednesday handed down

death sentences to
five militants from
the banned JMB out-
fit, including a former
navy soldier, for a
bomb attack at a
mosque inside a
major navy installa-
tion near southeast-
ern port city of
Chattogram seven
years ago.

Chattogram Anti-Terrorism
Tribunal Judge Abdul Halim
pronounced the verdict as four
of the five convicts were on the
dock, court officials said.

The fifth militant was tried
in absentia as he was on the run.
All the convicts belonged to out-
lawed Jama'atul Mujahideen

Bangladesh (JMB).
Pronouncing the

death sentences, the
judge also imposed a
penalty of Tk 50,000
(USD 526 approx) on
each of them.

In his observa-
tion, the judge com-
mented that the con-
victs' act of terrorism

inside a naval base tantamount
to attack on Bangladesh's inde-
pendence and sovereignty, belit-
tling those who were engaged to
guard the country's maritime
boundary.
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An approaching wildfire in
eastern Spain caused a

train driver to stop and change
directions to avoid the flames
as several passengers were
injured when they got off,
authorities said.

The train was travelling in
the Valencia region on Tuesday
night when the driver decided
to reverse course because of the
wildfire advancing from
around the town of Bejís, fur-
ther east.

Some passengers got off
the train when it stopped in the
countryside, including ones
who broke windows to escape,
officials said. Ten people were
injured, Spanish state news
agency Efe reported.

The government of
Castellón province on
Wednesday tweeted a video of
firefighters running for their
lives as towering flames from
the Bejís fire roared behind
them. The wildfire is one of two
still raging out of control in
Spain.

South of Valencia city, a
bigger fire around the Val
d'Ebo area has forced more
than 1,500 people to evacuate
towns and villages since the
weekend.

The European Forest Fire
Information System says
275,000 hectares (679,000
acres) have burned in wildfires
so far this year in Spain.

That's more than four
times the country's annual
average of 67,000 hectares
(165,000 acres) since 2006,
when records began.

In the neighbouring
Portugal, authorities said they
hoped to bring under control
a wildfire that has burned for
12 days and scorched large
swaths of pine forest in the
Serra da Estrela Natural Park.
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Ameasles outbreak in Zimbabwe has killed 157
children, most of whom were unvaccinated

due to their family's religious beliefs, officials said.
The measles outbreak was first reported in the

eastern Manicaland province in early April and
has since spread to all parts of the country.

At least 2,056 cases have been reported and
virtually all of the deaths have been children who
were not vaccinated, Information Minister Monica
Mutsvangwa said.

Zimbabwe's Cabinet has invoked a law used
to respond to disasters to deal with the outbreak,
she said.

The government says it is embarking on a
mass vaccination campaign targeting children
aged between 6 months and 15 years old and is
engaging traditional and faith leaders to support
the drive.

Zimbabwe continued vaccinating children
against measles even during the height of the coro-
navirus pandemic, but the drive has been ham-
pered by religious groups that preach against vac-
cines. The Christian sects are against modern
medicine and tell their members to rely on self-
proclaimed prophets for healing.

Church gatherings that have resumed fol-
lowing the easing of COVID-19 restrictions have
“led to the spread of measles to previously unaffec-
ted areas,” said the health ministry in a statement

last week.
Measles is among the most infectious diseases

in the world and mostly spreads in the air by
coughing, sneezing or close contact. Symptoms
include coughing, fever and a skin rash, while the
risk of severe measles or dying from complications
is high among unvaccinated children.

Outbreaks in unvaccinated and malnourished
populations have been known to kill thousands.
Scientists estimate that more than 90% of the pop-
ulation needs to be immunised to prevent
measles outbreaks.

The World Health Organisation in April
warned of an increase in measles in vulnerable
countries as a result of a disruption of services due
to COVID-19. In July, UNICEF said about 25 mil-
lion children worldwide have missed out on rou-
tine immunisations against common childhood
diseases, calling it a “red alert” for child health.
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ABritish Sikh man found in
the grounds of royal resi-

dence Windsor Castle armed
with a crossbow on Christmas
Day last year told palace guards
that he was there to kill Queen
Elizabeth II, a UK court was told
on Wednesday.  Jaswant Singh
Chail, from Southampton, iden-
tified himself as “Indian Sikh”
who wanted to “assassinate” the
96-year-old monarch as revenge
for the 1919 Jallianwala Bagh
massacre in a video that
emerged soon after the arrest.
The Queen was in her private
apartments at the time of the
incident on the morning of
December 25, 2021.
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Aspate of fires and explosions has
turned Russian-annexed
Crimea from a secure base for

the further invasion of Ukraine into
the latest flashpoint highlighting
Moscow's challenges ahead in a war
that is nearing the half-year mark.

A statement from British defense
intelligence Wednesday that “Russian
commanders will highly likely be
increasingly concerned with the
apparent deterioration in security
across Crimea, which functions as rear
base area for the occupation”.

Even Russia itself acknowledged
it was an “act of sabotage” that caused
Tuesday's explosions and fires that
ripped through an ammunition depot
near Dzhankoi in once-secure Crimea,
leading to chaotic scenes when around

3,000 people had to be evacuated.
As a vivid reminder of Russia's

vulnerability in Crimea, detonations
at the depot near Dzhankoi were still
continuing Wednesday.

A week earlier, Russia's military in
Crimea already came under pressure
when Ukraine said nine Russian war-
planes were destroyed following
explosions. At the time, Moscow still
offered the possibility of a wayward
cigarette butt as the cause.

No such explanations would suf-
fice anymore as the war, which had
long centered on brutal fighting in
Ukraine's eastern Donbas region, has
now given southern Crimea increas-
ing importance.

Worsening the outlook in Crimea
was a report by the Kommersant busi-
ness paper, that explosions had also
taken place near Gvardeyskoye in the

centre of the peninsula. By
Wednesday, there still was no com-
ment from the Russian authorities.

The British intelligence report said
Gvardeyskoye and Dzhankoi “are
home to two of the most important
Russian military airfields in Crimea”.

Ukraine has stopped short of
claiming responsibility for any of the
blasts, including those at another
Crimean air base last week. Russia
seized the Crimean Peninsula in 2014
and has used it to launch attacks
against Ukraine in the war that began

on Feb 24. If Ukrainian forces were
behind the explosions, that would rep-
resent a significant escalation in the
war. Such attacks could also indicate
that Ukrainian operatives are able to
penetrate deeply into Russian-occu-
pied territory. On the eastern front, the
stalemate between both sides contin-
ued, with the brutality of the shelling
causing ever more death and destruc-
tion. 

In the Donetsk region at the
forefront of the Russian offensive, two
civilians were killed and seven others
were wounded by recent Russian
shelling of several towns and villages.

Russian Tu-22M3 long-range
bombers fired cruise missiles at the
Odesa region overnight, leaving four
people injured, according to Odesa
regional administration spokesman
Oleh Bratchuk.
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It was early one morning
when life under Russian

occupation became too much
for Volodymyr Zhdanov:
Rocket fire aimed at Ukrainian
forces struck near his home in
the city of Kherson, terrifying
one of his two children.

His 8-year-old daughter
“ran in panic to the basement.
It was 2 o'clock in the morning
and (she) was really scared,”
said Zhdanov, who later fled
the city on the Black Sea and
has been living in Kyiv, the cap-
ital, for the past three weeks.

Kherson, located north of
the Crimean Peninsula that was
annexed by Moscow in 2014,
was the first city to fall after
Russia's invasion on Feb. 24.
The port remains at the heart
of the conflict and Ukraine's
efforts to preserve its vital
access to the sea. For Russia,
Kherson is a key point along
the land corridor from its bor-
der to the peninsula.

Zhdanov and others who
made the hazardous journey to
escape from the region describe
increasingly grim conditions

there, part of a heavy-handed
effort by Russia to establish per-
manent control.

The streets in the city,
which had a prewar population
of about 300,000, are mostly
deserted. Rumors swirl about
acts of armed resistance and the
sudden disappearance of offi-
cials who refuse to cooperate
with the Russian authorities.

Occupation forces patrol in
markets to warn those trying to
use the Ukrainian currency, the
hryvnia, in transactions. Pro-
Moscow officials have been
installed in local and regional
governments, as well as on the
police force. Workers at various
municipal services face pres-
sure to cooperate with Russian
managers. 

Most schools have closed.
Supplies of essential goods are
uneven, halting most com-
mercial activity. There are
shortages of medicines and
spikes in the price of other
commodities.

Many residents had been
determined to hold out as long
as possible for a promised
Ukrainian counterattack that
hasn't materialized.
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South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol said
Wednesday his government has no plans to

pursue its own nuclear deterrent in the face of
growing North Korean nuclear threats, as he
urged the North to return to dialogue aimed at
exchanging denuclearization steps for economic
benefits.

In a news conference in Seoul, Yoon said
South Korea doesn't desire political change in
North Korea that's brought by force and he
called for diplomacy aimed at building sus-
tainable peace between the rivals amid tensions
over the North's accelerating weapons program.

Yoon's comments came days after he pro-
posed an “audacious” economic assistance
package to North Korea if it abandons its
nuclear weapons program, while avoiding
harsh criticism of the North after it threatened
“deadly” retaliation over a COVID-19 outbreak
it blames on the South.

Tensions could rise further next week as the
United States and South Korea kick off their
biggest combined military training in years to
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The world's two biggest emitters of green-
house gases are sparring on Twitter over

climate policy, with China questioning
whether the US can deliver on the landmark
climate legislation signed into law by
President Joe Biden this week.

"You can bet America will meet our com-
mitments,” US Ambassador to China
Nicholas Burns tweeted in response on
Wednesday, using a national flag emoticon
for "America." He called on China to resume
suspended climate talks, writing, "We're
ready." The punchy exchange, part of a longer
back and forth on Twitter, is emblematic of
a broader worry: US-China cooperation is
widely considered vital to the success of glob-
al efforts to curb rising temperatures. With
the breakdown in relations over Taiwan and
other issues, some question whether the two
sides can cooperate.

After Congress passed the climate bill last
Friday, Burns took to Twitter over the week-
end to say the US was acting on climate
change with its largest investment ever — and
that China should follow. On Tuesday night,
China's Foreign Ministry responded with its
own tweet: “Good to hear. But what matters
is: Can the US deliver?"

The verbal skirmish grew out of China's
suspension of talks with the US on climate
and several other issues earlier this month as
part of its protest over a visit to Taiwan by a
senior American lawmaker, House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi. Climate has been one of the few
areas of cooperation between the feuding
countries. US officials criticised China's
move, with Secretary of State Antony Blinken
saying it “doesn't punish the United States —
it punishes the world.” Asked to respond,
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson
Zhao Lijian called on the US last week to
"deliver on its historical responsibilities and
due obligations on climate change and stop
looking around for excuses for its inaction.”

The Min later tweeted some of his
answer, and Burns responded four days
later with his tweet on the US climate bill.
Using the acronym for the People's Republic
of China, he ended with, “The PRC should
follow+reconsider its suspension of climate
cooperation with the US."China elaborated
on its “Can the US deliver?" message with a
second tweet suggesting that the US meet rich
country pledges to help poorer countries cope
financially with climate change and lift sanc-
tions imposed last year.
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Awave of arson and bombing attacks
overnight hit Thailand's southernmost

provinces, which for almost two decades have
been the scene of an active Muslim separatist
insurgency, officials said on Wednesday.

At least 17 attacks occurred on Tuesday
night in Pattani, Narathiwat, and Yala provinces,
mostly at convenience stores and gas stations,
military spokesperson Pramote Promin said.

Three civilians were reported injured. There
have been no claims of responsibility.

More than 7,300 people have been killed
since the insurgency began in 2004 in the three
provinces, the only ones with Muslim majori-
ties in Buddhist-dominated Thailand. Attacks
have also taken place in neighbouring Songkhla
province. 

Muslim residents have long charged they are
treated like second-class citizens in Thailand, and
separatist movements have been periodically
active for decades.

Heavy-handed crackdowns have fuelled
the discontent. The attacks are the most high-
profile ones since early April, when the Thai gov-
ernment and BRN — Barisan Revolusi Nasional
Melayu Patani, believed to be the biggest of sev-
eral insurgent groups— agreed to halt violence
during the Muslim holy period of Ramadan.
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Pakistan Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif is likely to

have a bilateral meeting with
Chinese President Xi Jinping
next month on the sidelines of
the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) summit in
Uzbekistan, according to a
media report on Wednesday.

President Xi is expected to
attend the SCO summit sched-
uled for September 15 and
September 16 in Samarkand,
The Express Tribune reported.

Pakistan is part of the SCO
which also includes China,
Russia, India and the Central
Asian states of Uzbekistan,
Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and
Kyrgyzstan.

A bilateral meeting
between President Xi and
Prime Minister Shehbaz is on

the cards at the sidelines of the
SCO summit, sources were
quoted as saying by the Express
Tribune.

However, there is no offi-
cial clarity on whether
President Xi will attend the
summit in person.

Some reports suggest that
he may attend the summit vir-
tually because of the strict
COVID-19 protocols, the
report said. The sources also
said that Pakistan was explor-
ing options for a possible bilat-
eral meeting between Russian
President Vladimir Putin and
Shehbaz. However, nothing is
final yet, the sources added.

In an informal meeting,
Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov invited his
Pakistani counterpart Bilawal
Bhutto-Zardari to visit
Moscow. 
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Thousands of people in
Britain who contracted

HIV or hepatitis from transfu-
sions of tainted blood in the
1970s and 1980s will receive
100,000 pounds ($120,000) in
compensation, the U.K.
Government said Wednesday.
Survivors welcomed the pay-
ment, which came after years of
campaigning, but said it should
be expanded to include more
people whose lives were blight-
ed by the scandal. The payment
will be made by October to sur-
vivors and bereaved partners of
the dead but not to other fam-
ily members, such as parents or
children.
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President Joe Biden signed
Democrats' landmark cli-

mate change and health care
bill into law on Tuesday, deliv-
ering what he has called the
“final piece” of his pared-down
domestic agenda, as he aims to
boost his party's standing with
voters less than three months
before the midterm elections.

The legislation includes
the most substantial federal
investment in history to fight
climate change — some USD

375 billion over the decade —
and would cap prescription
drug costs at USD 2,000 out-of-
pocket annually for Medicare
recipients. It also would help an
estimated 13 million
Americans pay for health care
insurance by extending subsi-
dies provided during the coro-
navirus pandemic.

The measure is paid for by
new taxes on large companies
and stepped-up IRS enforce-
ment of wealthy individuals
and entities, with additional
funds going to reduce the fed-

eral deficit.
In a triumphant signing

event at the White House,

Biden pointed to the law as
proof that democracy — no
matter how long or messy the
process — can still deliver for
voters in America as he road-
tested a line he will likely
repeat later this fall ahead of the
midterms: “The American peo-
ple won, and the special inter-
ests lost.” “In this historic
moment, Democrats sided with
the American people, and
every single Republican in the
Congress sided with the special
interests in this vote,” Biden
said, repeatedly seizing on the

contrast between his party and
the GOP. “Every single one.”

The House on Friday
approved the measure on a
party-line 220-207 vote. It
passed the Senate days earlier
with Vice President Kamala
Harris breaking a 50-50 tie in
that chamber. “In normal
times, getting these bills done
would be a huge achievement,”
Senate Majority Leader Chuck
Schumer, D-N.Y., said during
the White House ceremony.
“But to do it now, with only 50
Democratic votes in the Senate,

over an intransigent
Republican minority, is noth-
ing short of amazing.”

Biden signed the bill into
law during a small ceremony in
the State Dining Room of the
White House, sandwiched
between his return from a six-
day beachside vacation in
South Carolina and his depar-
ture for his home in
Wilmington, Delaware.

He plans to hold a larger
“celebration” for the legislation
on Sept. 6 once lawmakers
return to Washington.
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South Korean leader: Seoul won't seek own nuclear deterrent
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counter the North Korean threat.
The North describes such drills as
invasion rehearsals and has often
responded to them with missile
tests or other provocations.  Yoon's
proposal for large-scale aid in food
and healthcare and modernizing
power and port infrastructure
resembled previous South Korean
offers that were rejected by North

Korea, which is speeding its
development of nuclear
weapons and ballistic missiles,
seen by leader Kim Jong Un as
his strongest guarantee of sur-
vival.  Still, Yoon expressed
hope for “meaningful dialogue”
with North Korea over his plan

and stressed that Seoul is will-
ing to provide corresponding
economic rewards at each step
of a phased denuclearization
process if the North commits to
a genuine “roadmap” toward
fully abandoning its weapons
program.
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Crimea 'sabotage' highlights Russia's woes in Ukraine war
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Mumbai: The rupee gained 29
paise to settle at 79.45 (provi-
sional) against the US dollar on
Wednesday as heavy buying in
domestic equities and persis-
tent foreign capital inflows
strengthened investor senti-
ment.

Besides, softening crude
oil prices and easing inflation-
ary pressures supported the
domestic unit, forex traders
said.

At the interbank forex
market, the local unit opened
strong at 79.32 against the
greenback and witnessed an
intra-day high of 79.26 and a
low of 79.48.

It finally ended at 79.45
against the American curren-
cy, registering a rise of 29 paise
over its previous close of 79.74.

The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback’s strength
against a basket of six curren-
cies, rose 0.06 per cent to
79.74.

On the domestic equity
market front, the BSE Sensex

ended 417.92 points or 0.70 per
cent higher at 60,260.13, while
the broader NSE Nifty
advanced 119 points or 0.67 per
cent to 17,944.25.

Brent crude futures, the
global oil benchmark, slipped
0.06 per cent to USD 92.28 per
barrel.

Foreign institutional
investors remained net buyers
in the capital market on
Tuesday as they purchased
shares worth Rs 1,376.84 crore,
as per exchange data.

After turning net buyers
last month, foreign investors
have continued to invest in
Indian equities and pumped in
Rs 22,452 crore in the first two
weeks of August. PTI
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Mumbai: Equity benchmarks main-
tained their winning run on Wednesday,
with the Sensex ending above the cru-
cial 60,000 mark amid persistent foreign
fund inflows.

The 30-share BSE index jumped
417.92 points or 0.70 per cent to settle
at 60,260.13. During the day, it climbed
481.04 points to 60,323.25.

The broader NSE Nifty went high-
er by 119 points or 0.67 per cent to close
at 17,944.25.

From the Sensex pack, Bajaj Finserv,
Bajaj Finance, Bharti Airtel, Tech
Mahindra, HCL Technologies, NTPC,
Wipro and Hindustan Unilever were the
biggest gainers.

On the other hand, Mahindra &
Mahindra, Maruti, UltraTech Cement
and Power Grid were among the lag-
gards. “Consistent participation by FIIs
is the backbone of the current rally in

the domestic market. This reversal in the
FII trend is owed to the resilience
showcased by the Indian economy even
as inflation continues to plague the west-
ern markets.”Declining commodity and
oil prices also instilled confidence in for-
eign investors,” said Vinod Nair, Head
of Research at Geojit Financial Services.

In Asia, markets in Tokyo, Shanghai
and Hong Kong settled higher, while
Seoul ended lower.

Equities in Europe were trading
lower during mid-session deals. US mar-
kets had ended mostly higher on
Tuesday. Meanwhile, the international
oil benchmark Brent crude dipped 0.13
per cent to USD 92.22 per barrel.

Foreign Institutional Investors
(FIIs) remained net buyers in the Indian
capital market on Tuesday, picking up
shares worth �1,376.84 crore, according
to exchange data. PTI
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New Delhi: Gold in the
national capital on Wednesday
slipped �53 to �52,340 per 10
grams amid a decline in inter-
national precious metal prices
and rupee appreciation, accord-
ing to HDFC Securities.

In the previous trade, the
yellow metal had closed at
�52,393 per 10 grams.

Silver also declined �256
to �57,957 per kg from �58,213
per kg in the previous trade.

The rupee appreciated 44
paise to 79.30 against the US
dollar in the opening trade on
Wednesday, mainly on account
of foreign fund inflows.

In the international mar-
ket, gold was quoting lower at
USD 1,772 per ounce while sil-
ver was flat at USD 19.96 per
ounce. “Gold prices have kept
a steady trading range on
mixed global cues and firm
dollar,” said Tapan Patel, Senior
Analyst (Commodities) at
HDFC Securities. PTI
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New Delhi: Capital markets
regulator Sebi has restructured
its advisory committee on
Investor Protection and
Education Fund (IPEF).

The panel is mandated to
recommend investor educa-
tion and protection activities
that may be undertaken direct-
ly by the markets regulator, or
through any other agency, for
utilisation of the Sebi Investor
Protection and Education
Fund.

The eight-member com-
mittee will now be chaired by
Monika Halan, writer, speaker
and professor at NISM, accord-
ing to the latest update with the
markets watchdog.

The panel was earlier head-
ed by G Mahalingam, former
whole-time member of
Securities and Exchange Board
of India (Sebi). Prior to
Mahalingam, the committee
was chaired by Abraham
Koshy, former professor of

IIM-Ahmedabad. A
Balasubramanian, MD and
CEO at Aditya Birla Sun Life
AMC; M G Parameswaran,
founder of brand-
building.Com; Vijay Kumar
Venkataraman, chief-trade ser-
vices at Nurture.Farm and for-
mer MD and CEO of NCDEX;
and Mrin Agarwal, founder of
Finsafe India, will continue as
members of the committee.

The committee also com-
prises three Sebi officials --
executive director G P Garg
and chief general managers
Santosh Sharma and Jayanta
Jash. In 2013, the regulator had
set up a committee to find out
ways and means to best utilise
the investor protection and
education fund. PTI

New Delhi:
Cottonseed
oil cake
prices on
Wednesday
declined by
�36 to
�2,701 per quintal in futures
trade as participants reduced
their bets tracking a weak
trend in spot market.

On the National
Commodity and Derivatives
Exchange, cottonseed oil cake
for August delivery fell by �36
or 1.33 per cent to �2,701 per
quintal with an open interest of
1,900 lots.

Analysts said sell-off by
participants at existing levels
amid subdued trend in market
mainly weighed on cottonseed
oil cake prices. PTI

&
��
������
��
���������	���
�
�
�����#	��

New Delhi: The value of the
foreign portfolio investors
(FPI) holdings in the domestic
equities dropped 14 per cent to
USD 523 billion in the three
months ended June 2022 from
the preceding quarter, accord-
ing to a Morningstar report.

This was the third consec-
utive quarterly decline in the
value of FPIs’ investments in
Indian equities. Foreign
investors were cautious since the
start of the year and it intensi-
fied as the year progressed, fol-
lowing the influence of worry-
ing trends in both global and
domestic markets. 

“During the quarter ended
June 2022, the value of FPI
investments in Indian equities

fell by 14 per cent to USD 523
billion from USD 612 billion
recorded in the previous quar-
ter,” the report noted.

As of June 2021, the value
of FPI investments in Indian
equities was USD 592 billion. 

FPIs’ contribution to
Indian equity market capitali-
sation also fell during the quar-
ter under review to 16.9 per
cent from 17.8 per cent in the
March quarter. 

Offshore mutual funds
form an important compo-
nent of total foreign portfolio
investment, apart from other
large FPIs, such as offshore
insurance companies, hedge
funds and sovereign wealth
funds. PTI
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Bharti Airtel has paid Rs
8,312.4 crore to the
Department of Telecom
towards dues for spectrum
acquired in the recently con-
cluded 5G auctions, the com-
pany said on Wednesday. 

With the payment, Airtel
has paid four years of 2022
spectrum dues upfront.

Airtel said it believes that
this upfront payment, coupled
with the moratorium on spec-
trum dues and AGR (adjusted
gross revenue)-related pay-
ments for four years, will free
up future cash flows and allow
Airtel to dedicate resources to
single-mindedly concentrate
on the 5G rollout.

Telecom tycoon Sunil
Bharti Mittal’s Bharti Airtel

made a successful bid of Rs
43,039.63 crore. 

“This upfront payment of
4 years allows us to drive 5G
rollout in a concerted manner
given our operating free cash
flow. Airtel also has access to Rs
15,740.5 crore in capital from
the rights issue, which is yet to
be called.

“With the ideal spectrum
bank, best technology and ade-
quate free cash flow, we are

excited to bring to the country
a world-class 5G experience,”
Bharti Airtel MD and CEO
Gopal Vittal said in the state-
ment.

The company had an
option to pay Rs 3,848.88 crore
upfront and the rest in 19
annual instalments. 

The country’s biggest ever
auction of telecom spectrum
received a record Rs 1.5 lakh
crore worth of bids, with
Mukesh Ambani’s Jio cornering
nearly half of all the airwaves
sold with Rs 87,946.93 crore
bid. 

Over the last one year,
Airtel said it has also cleared Rs
24,333.7 crore of its deferred
spectrum liabilities much
ahead of scheduled 
maturities. PTI
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New Delhi: Akasa Air is well-
capitalised and its growth is
secure with the financial means
to place an order for more
planes, its chief Vinay Dube said
on Wednesday, days after the
passing away of the airline’s key
investor Rakesh Jhunjhunwala.

The carrier, which took to
the skies on August 7, received
its third aircraft on August 16
and the same will be used for
flights on the Mumbai-
Bengaluru route shortly.

With the passing away of

ace investor Jhunjhuwala,
whose backing itself had pro-
vided a tailwind for the coun-
try’s newest airline, the future
trajectory of the airline will be
closely watched.

Against this backdrop,
Dube on Wednesday thanked
Jhunjhunwala for his support in
recruiting some of the best avi-
ation talents in the country.

“He wanted us to have a top-
notch leadership team that made
all day-to-day decisions at the
airline without having to fall

back on him or any other
investor,” Dube, Founder and
CEO of the carrier, said in a
statement. Seeking to dispel any
possible apprehension about the
way forward for Akasa Air, he
said the airline will continue to
grow its fleet by adding one new
aircraft every two weeks.

“Thanks in no small part to
Jhunjhunwala, for which we
will always be grateful, Akasa
Air is a well-capitalised airline
with the financial means to
induct 72 aircraft over the next

five years.
“In fact, our financial plat-

form is strong enough to allow
Akasa to place an aircraft order
in the next 18 months that will
be significantly larger than our
first. In simple terms, our
growth is secure,” he empha-
sised. The 62-year-old
Jhunjhunwala passed away on
August 14, a week after Akasa
Air operated its first flight
from Mumbai to Ahmedabad,
and he was also on the inau-
gural flight. PTI
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Mumbai: Elevated Aviation
Turbine Fuel (ATF) prices and
Rupee depreciation are likely to
pose a serious threat to the
recovery process for domestic
carriers, credit ratings agency
ICRA said on Wednesday.

In India, ATF accounts for
around 45 per cent of the
operational cost of an airline.

Besides, as much as 35-50
per cent of the airlines’ oper-
ating expenses are US dollar
driven, as per ICRA.

An area of concern
remains the ATF prices, which

surged by around 77 per cent
Y-o-Y in August, given the ele-
vated crude oil prices due to
geo-political issues arising from
the Russian invasion of
Ukraine, the ratings agency
said.

On an aggregate basis, it
said a return to normalcy will
lead to recovery in passenger
load factors, which, in turn, will
aid revenues; however, these
two factors will continue to
weigh on the domestic airlines’’
earnings in FY23.

This apart, the expected

launch of Jet Airways and the
entry of Akasa Air, are likely to
intensify the competition for
the domestic carriers.

“ICRA believes that the
domestic air traffic yields have
moved up by 25-30 per cent
over pre-Covid levels on
domestic routes. The industry
earnings in FY2023 will con-
tinue to reel under pressure
owing to the elevated jet fuel
prices, coupled with the depre-
ciation of the Indian Rupee
against the US dollar,” Suprio
Banerjee, Vice President and

Sector Head at ICRA, said.
On a month-on-month

basis, domestic air passenger
traffic was 7 per cent lower in
July compared to the June pas-
senger volumes of 10.05 mil-
lion, given some impact of the
cyclicality in passenger travel,
mainly arising from the lean
period during the monsoon, it
said.

ICRA said the hardening
of fares impacted leisure trav-
el during the month which, in
turn, also impacted the vol-
umes. PTI
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New Delhi: With RBI hiking
the lending rate, the Union
Cabinet on Wednesday ear-
marked �34,856 crore towards
the interest subvention scheme
to help banks provide short
term agriculture loans of up to
�3 lakh at a rate of 7 per cent.

Information and
Broadcasting Minister Anurag
Singh Thakur said the Cabinet
has decided to restore interest
subvention on short term agri-
culture loans to 1.5 per cent for
all financial institutions.

The interest subvention of
1.5 per cent will be provided to
lending institutions for finan-
cial years 2022-23 to 2024-25
for short term loans of up to Rs
3 lakh to the farmers.

The interest subvention
support requires additional
budgetary provisions of
�34,856 crore for the period of
2022-23 to 2024-25 under the
scheme, an official statement
said. Thakur said the govern-
ment’s support to banks for the
interest subvention scheme was
stopped in May 2020 as lenders
were themselves able to provide
short term agriculture loan at
7 per cent.

However, with the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) increasing
the repo rate or short-term
lending rate thrice by 140 basis

points in recent months, it
became necessary to compen-
sate banks so that they can con-
tinue providing agriculture
loans at 7 per cent.

Thakur also said the gov-
ernment has not let the fer-
tiliser prices to rise despite the
increase in global prices.

Further, the minister said
the fertiliser subsidy in the cur-
rent fiscal year is likely to be
more than �2 lakh crore.

In the Union Budget for
2022-23, the fertiliser subsidy
was estimated at �1.05 lakh
crore. The subsidy was �1.62
lakh crore in the last financial
year. On the interest subvention
scheme, the official statement
said the government support
will ensure sustainability of
credit flow in the agriculture
sector as well as ensure finan-
cial health and viability of the
lending institutions, especially
regional rural banks and coop-
erative banks.

Banks will be able to
absorb the increase in the cost

of funds following the hike in
repo rate by RBI and will be
encouraged to grant loans to
farmers for short term agri-
culture requirements.  

This will also lead to gen-
eration of employment since
short term agriculture loans are
provided for all activities
including animal husbandry,
dairying, poultry, and fish-
eries, the statement said.

The government had intro-
duced Interest Subvention
Scheme (ISS), now renamed as
Modified Interest Subvention
Scheme (MISS), to provide
short term credit to farmers at
subsidised interest rates.

Under the scheme, short
term agriculture loan of up to
�3 lakh is available to farmers
engaged in agriculture and
other allied activities at 7 per
cent. An additional 3 per cent
subvention (Prompt
Repayment Incentive - PRI) is
also given to the farmers for
prompt and timely repayment
of loans. PNS
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New Delhi: The Government on
Wednesday approved an additional
�50,000 crore under the Emergency
Credit Line Guarantee Scheme
(ECLGS) to ensure low-cost credit
flow to hospitality and related seg-
ments hit hard by the Covid-19 pan-
demic.

The Union Cabinet has approved
the enhancement in the limit of
ECLGS by �50,000 crore from �4.5
lakh crore to �5 lakh crore, with the
additional amount being earmarked
exclusively for enterprises in hospi-
tality and related sectors, Information
and Broadcasting Minister Anurag
Singh Thakur told reporters here.

The increase has been done on
account of the severe disruptions suf-
fered by hospitality and related enter-
prises due to the pandemic.

The enhancement is expected to
provide much needed relief to enter-
prises in these sectors by incentivising
lending institutions to provide addi-
tional credit of up to �50,000 crore at
low cost, an official statement said.

The ECLGS was announced in
May 2020 in wake of the outbreak of
Covid-19 to help various sectors,
especially in the MSME segment, to
get credit at a concessional rate of 7 per
cent. Loans of about �3.67 lakh crore
have been sanctioned under ECLGS
till August 5, 2022.

In Union Budget 2022-23,
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
had announced extending the validi-
ty of ECLGS till March 2023 and an
increase in the limit of guaranteed
cover by �50,000 crore.

The additional amount of �50,000
crore would be made applicable to

enterprises in hospitality and related
sectors till the validity of the scheme
(March 31, 2023).

The statement further said the
ongoing pandemic has adversely
impacted contact-intensive sectors,
especially the hospitality and related
segments, more severely.

“While other sectors were back
faster on the path of recovery, demand
continued to be subdued for these sec-
tors (hospitality and related activities)
for longer period, suggesting the need
for suitable interventions for their sus-
tenance and recovery,” it said.

Given their high employment
intensity and direct and indirect link-
ages with other sectors, their revival is
also necessary for supporting overall
economic recovery, it added.

This additional guarantee cover
is expected to support the recovery of
these sectors, the release said. PTI
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New Delhi: India’s demand
for petroleum products like
petrol and diesel will grow by
7.73 per cent in 2023, the
fastest pace in the world, an
OPEC report said. India’s
demand for oil products is
projected to rise from 4.77
million barrels per day (bpd) in
2022 to 5.14 million bpd in
2023, OPEC said in its month-
ly oil report.

The growth in demand is
the fastest in the world ahead
of 1.23 per cent of China, 3.39
per cent of the US and 4.62 per
cent of Europe.

For 2023, the Organisation
of Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC) projected a
growth of 4.67 per cent in
India’s demand to 5.38 per
cent. This, however, will be
lower than 4.86 per cent growth
in China. India is the world’s
third largest oil importing and
consuming nation behind the
US and China.

The demand for petrole-
um products in India is sup-
ported by the healthy eco-
nomic growth of 7.1 per cent,
continuing economic reopen-
ing amid ease of Covid restric-
tions and easing of trade-relat-

ed bottlenecks supporting both
mobility and industrial sector
activity.

The report said the oil
demand will see a dip in the
third quarter (July-September)
due to the arrival of the mon-
soon but will pick up the fol-
lowing quarter on the back of
the festival and holiday season.

“Overall, based on the
most recent trends, demand for
diesel and jet kerosene would
likely account for a bigger part
of the growth in demand in H2
as consumption of these two
products had fallen sharply
due to the pandemic,” it said.

India’s crude imports
edged higher averaging 4.7
million bpd in June, with
Russian oil flows up 0.9 million
bpd, the report said quoting
secondary sources.

“In terms of crude imports
by source, Kpler data shows
Russia moving up to be the top
supplier of crude to India in
June, securing a 24 per cent
share. Iraq fell to second with
a share of 21 per cent, followed
by Saudi Arabia which was sta-
ble at 15 per cent,” it said.

The report of OPEC - an
organisation of the world’s

major oil exporting nations
such as Saudi Arabia and Iraq,
stated that India’s crude
imports are likely to remain
close to current levels in July,
with Russian inflows remaining
above 1 million bpd and with
expectations for slightly lower
flows from elsewhere. It saw
India’s economy continuing on
a recovery path, supported by
pent-up demand for services
and higher industrial output.

“India’s economy may
maintain its upward recovery
momentum, but it would be
moderate given several risk
factors, including high infla-
tion, less accommodative mon-
etary conditions and a deteri-
orating external environment.

“Import inflation is
expected to continue rising in
2H22, leading to a higher trade
deficit considering that India is
a major importer of com-
modities and slowing global
demand would weigh on
exports,” it said. Also, the recent
hikes in interest rates may also
weaken the country’s growth
prospects since they prompt
the deferral of investment plans
in sectors without adequate
capacity utilisation. PTI
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India's wheat production is
projected to have declined

nearly 3 per cent to 106.84 mil-
lion tonnes while the overall
foodgrain production is esti-
mated to have touched a record
315.72 million tonnes in the
2021-22 crop year.

The wheat production is
estimated to have declined due
to heatwave that resulted in
shrivelled grains in the north-
ern states of Punjab and
Haryana.

Releasing the fourth
advance estimate for the 2021-
22 crop year, the Union agri-
culture ministry on Wednesday

said a record output is also esti-
mated for rice, maize, gram,
pulses, rapeseed and mustard,
oilseeds and sugarcane. The
crop year 2021-22 was from
July 2021 to June 2022.

The country’s overall food-
grain production is estimated
to be record 315.72 million
tonnes in the crop year that
ended in June 2022, according
to the ministry.

Agriculture Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar said
record production of so many
crops was the result of the gov-
ernment’s farmer-friendly poli-
cies as well as tireless hard work
of the farmers and the diligence
of the scientists.
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Armando Obispo spared
Walter Benitez's blushes

as PSV Eindhoven rescued a 2-
2 draw against Rangers in the
Champions League play-off
first leg on Tuesday.

PSV goalkeeper Benitez
looked to have gifted Rangers
the advantage when he allowed
Tom Lawrence's free-kick to
squirm through his hands in
the second half at Ibrox.

Benitez's howler put
Rangers 2-1 ahead after
Antonio Colak had cancelled
out Ibrahim Sangare's opener
for PSV.

But Obispo bailed out his
team-mate with a priceless late
leveller that leaves the tie on a
knife-edge heading into next
week's second leg in
Eindhoven.

Although PSV will be
favourites on home turf,
Rangers should still fancy their

chances after staging a rousing
comeback from 2-0 down to
defeat Union Saint-Gilloise 3-
0 in the third qualifying round.

Following on from that
dramatic comeback, this was
another tense European night
for Rangers in their bid to

return to the Champions
League group stage.

Rangers last played in that
round of the competition in
2010-11 before financial prob-
lems saw them drop into
Scottish football's bottom tier,
from where they eventually
returned to the top-flight.

They were knocked out of
the Champions League quali-
fiers by Malmo last season,
then enjoyed a memorable run
to the Europa League final, only
to lose to Eintracht Frankfurt
in the final.

In a nod to Rangers'
European heritage, Ibrox leg-
end John Greig was watching
from the stands alongside for-
mer Manchester United man-
ager Alex Ferguson.

But Giovanni van
Bronckhorst's team initially
struggled to rise to the occasion
on a rainy night in Glasgow.

"It was very close. The tie
is open. PSV are an excellent

team and they showed that. We
still have the chance to go
through," Van Bronckhorst
said.

FC Copenhagen held off a
fightback from visiting
Trabzonspor to win their first
leg 2-1.

Viktor Claesson gave the
home team a first half lead.

Lukas Lerager added a sec-
ond three minutes after half
time, smashing the ball in
from close range after a corner.

The Turkish champions
responded by penning the
Danes back, but struggled to
break through. Their only goal
was a 25-yard shot from Tasos
Bakasetas that took a deflection
off centre back David
Khocholava with 11 minutes left.

In Norway, hosts
Bodo/Glimt edged Dinamo
Zagreb 1-0. Norwegian veter-
an Amahl Pellegrino headed in
the only goal in the 37th
minute.
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Serena Williams bowed out of the
WTA/ATP Cincinnati Masters at the
first hurdle on Tuesday, losing in

straight sets to US Open champion Emma
Raducanu as the end of her glittering
career looms ever closer.

Williams, who last week indicated that
she is planning to retire after this month's
US Open, was no match for British
teenager Raducanu, who romped to a 6-
4, 6-0 win.

The 40-year-old Williams left the
court swiftly after the defeat without
speaking to television reporters and did not
hold a press conference.

Raducanu broke Williams at the start
of both sets to claim victory in what was
her first and likely last meeting with the
23-time Grand Slam singles champion.

"I was nervous from the first point to
the last," Raducanu said. "Serena is dan-
gerous and can come back from any situ-
ation.

"I had to stay focused. I'm so pleased
I managed to keep my composure."

Williams, winner of titles here in 2014
and 2015, was competing in only her
fourth match of 2022 after starting her sea-
son at Wimbledon due to injury.

Raducanu announced her intentions
from the start with a break to love of
Williams and never let up.

The young Briton improved to 14
wins, 17 defeats since winning the Open
last September from a qualifying start.

Raducanu meanwhile said she was
honoured to be part of the spectacle on
Tuesday in what was one of Williams' final
games as a professional.

"We all need to honour Serena and her
amazing career," she said. "I'm so grateful
for the experience of playing her and for
the fact that our careers have crossed.

"All she has achieved is inspirational.
It's a true honour to share the court with
her."

Raducanu never let Williams into the
match.

The young Londoner seeded 10th took
a 4-1 lead in the opening set and complete-

ly swept the second, advancing on her first
match point, an unreturnable serve.

Raducanu committed a single
unforced error in the opening set com-
pared to a dozen for Williams.
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Hockey India's election
process will be completed

by October 9, the Committee of
Administrators-managed sports
body said on Wednesday after
submitting the first draft of its
modified constitution to the
FIH. In a joint statement, the
FIH and CoA said the final draft
of the constitution will be deliv-
ered to the FIH headquarters at
Lausanne "within the next 10
days".

"The first draft of the mod-
ified constitution of Hockey
India, as directed by honourable
Delhi High Court, has been sub-
mitted today to FIH and the
CoA, Hockey India will have a
final draft delivered within the
next ten days. Additionally, the
process of elections for Hockey
India was mutually decided to be
completed by October 9th,

2022," the joint statement read.
A two-member delegation

from the FIH is in the national
capital to discuss the way for-
ward and avert a possible sus-
pension of Hockey India, cur-
rently placed under a CoA on
the directive of the Delhi High
Court.

The good news for HI is that
FIH "does not consider the
court as third party", ruling out
the possibility of a ban with only
months left for the men's World
Cup in Bhubaneswar and
Rourkela.

The meeting was attended
by FIH's acting president Seif
Ahmed, CEO Thierry Weil and
the members of the CoA —
Justice Anil R Dave, former
Judge of the Supreme Court, S
Y Quraishi, former Chief
Election Commissioner of India
and Zafar Iqbal, a former
Olympian.

Speaking in context of the
Delhi HC order with respect to
HI, Ahmed said, "We don't con-
sider the court as a third party
and respect the judiciary. We
believe that the order of a court
is not an interference."

Dave said, "The interaction
was extremely positive and
encouraging. We have been able
to conclude and agree on some
important next steps to ensure
the continued smooth func-
tioning of Hockey in India keep-
ing in mind the foremost impor-
tance of the spirit of the sport
and best interest of our athletes."

On Tuesday, the visiting
FIH delegation also met Sports
Secretary Sujata Chaturvedi.

"This was a positive meeting
and the conversation with her is
in alignment with the outcomes
from today's discussions with
the CoA, Hockey India," the
statement read.
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The suspended World Cup
qualifying game between

Brazil and Argentina will not be
played, the two countries' gov-
erning football bodies said after
reaching a deal with FIFA to
cancel the match.

Both teams agreed to pay a
fine for not playing the qualifi-
er, which was stopped shortly
after kickoff last September
when Brazilian health officials
entered the field saying four
Argentina players had broken
COVID-19 protocols.

FIFA had wanted the match
to be played next month, even
though it had been rendered
essentially meaningless after
both Brazil and Argentina qual-
ified for the World Cup in
Qatar despite playing a game less
than other South American

countries.
FIFA initially fined the foot-

ball bodies of both countries and
demanded the match be played.
Brazil's confederation and
Argentina's federation took the
case to the Court for Arbitration
of Sport, where all three parties
agreed to the deal to cancel the
game. Brazil coach Tite and his
Argentina counterpart Lionel
Scaloni had argued that the
risks of injuries and suspensions
were too high for the game to be
played ahead of the tournament
in Qatar.

The decision leaves both
teams free to schedule
September friendlies against
different opponents instead.

In Qatar, Brazil is in Group
G with Serbia, Switzerland and
Cameroon. Argentina is in
Group C with Mexico, Poland
and Saudi Arabia. 

���� ���2��
0��

Cristiano Ronaldo has hit
out at the "lies" surround-

ing reports about his future at
Manchester United.

The Portugal forward
missed United's pre-season
tour to Thailand and Australia
due to personal reasons as
speculation swirled over
whether he would be leaving
Old Trafford.

It has been reported
Ronaldo wants  to  play
Champions League football,
but United maintain the 37-
year-old is not for sale and
remains an integral part of
the plans of new boss Erik
ten Hag.

The former Real Madrid
star played the full 90 minutes
of United's 4-0 defeat at
Brentford on Saturday, which
left them bottom of the
Premier League.

In a reply to a fan account
on Instagram that referred to
a report linking the United
frontman to Atletico Madrid,
Ronaldo said fans would
"know the truth" in a couple of
weeks, adding: "The media is
telling lies."

"I have a notebook and in
the last few months of the 100
news I made, only five were
right. Imagine how it is. Stick
with that tip."

Manchester United will
seek to kickstart their Premier
League campaign when they

host fierce rivals Liverpool
on Monday.

United's owners,  the
Glazer family, have come
under fire following the team's
terrible start.

Former United defender
Gary Neville has warned the
club could finish in the bottom
half of the Premier League if
they do not address their "hor-
ror story" recruitment strategy.

Manchester United sup-
porters' group The 1958 is
planning a protest march out-
side Old Trafford against the
club's owners ahead of the
Liverpool match.

In a statement the group
said the ownership was "sys-
tematically starving and killing
the greatest football institution
in world football, for greed".

"We appreciate emotions
are running high," it added.
"We must keep it legal, we
must keep it peaceful.... Bring
the heat, bring the noise, bring
the passion. Let's show the
Glazer family that this time it
will not blow over."

Billionaire Elon Musk
sparked a social media frenzy
on Tuesday evening when he
raised the prospect of buying
United from the Glazer family.

The Tesla CEO made the
comment in a tweet, then
later clarified his position by
saying he had no intention of
buying a sports team and that
it had been a "long-running
joke".
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Fresh from winning a gold
medal at the Birmingham

Commonwealth Games, India's
star wrestler Ravi Dahiya is all
set for a 29-day training camp
in Russia ahead of the World
Championships in Serbia in a
month's time.

According to a Sports
Authority of India (SAI) state-
ment, the 24-year-old Tokyo
Olympics silver medallist is
headed to Vladikavkaz with his
coach Arun Kumar, sparring
partner Sahil and physiother-
apist Munish Kumar on
Wednesday night.

"The travel, visa, board
and lodging cost of all four
would be covered under

TOPS," the SAI stated.
The 2019 World

Championship bronze medal-
list had trained in Bulgaria
besides competitive exposure
in Turkey and Mongolia ahead
of the CWG.

The World Championships
is slated at Belgrade from
September 10-18. 

SERENA TROUNCED BY 
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Venus Williams and Naomi
Osaka both exited the

ATP/WTA Cincinnati Masters
on Tuesday with straight-set,
opening-round losses.

Williams, 42, who won
her last  match at  the
Midwestern pre-US Open
event in 2019, lost to 2016
champion Karolina Pliskova 7-
5, 6-1.

Osaka's summer form
slump deepened meanwhile as
the four-time Grand Slam

winner was defeated 6-4, 7-5
by China's Zhang Shuai.

Pliskova, one of the game's
biggest servers, struck eight
aces and broke four times in a
win over Williams lasting for
nearly one and three-quarter
hours.

Williams, semi-finalist
from a decade ago, has gone
winless in her last five match-
es, last earning a victory in the
Wimbledon first round.

Pliskova said she had to lift
her level to run away with the
second set.

"Venus is a great champion,
she's a fighter with a big game
and big serve," the Czech said.

"She played well at certain
points in the first set, I'm feel-
ing physically strong so I was
able to up my game in the sec-
ond set."

Osaka's first-round defeat
was the second in as many
weeks for Japan's former world
number one, now ranked 39th.

The 24-year-old was elim-
inated in the Toronto first
round and has won just a sin-
gle match out of four on

cement — at the WTA Silicon
Valley in July.

World number 44 Zhang
moved into the second round
in 75 minutes as she won her
first main draw match here
since 2014.

The Chinese player was on
the winning Cincinnati dou-
bles team in 2021 and claimed
US Open doubles honours in
2021 with Australian Sam
Stosur.

The win brings Zhang
level at 3-3 in her series with
Osaka.
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Nick Kyrgios began the last major
US Open tune-up with a 7-5, 6-

4 win over Alejandro Davidovich
Fokina on Tuesday at the ATP/WTA
Cincinnati Masters.

The Australian marched through
with 29 winners — including 10 aces
— and three breaks of the Spaniard's
serve to reach the second round.

The 28th-ranked Kyrgios has
won all 11 of his first-round match-
es this season and won his 22nd
match since returning to the ATP in
June after skipping the clay season.

He now faces good friend Taylor
Fritz after the American crushed
Sebastian Baez 6-1, 6-1.

"Physically, I didn't feel the best,
but you have to keep pushing, keep
trying," Kyrgios said.

"Alejandro's a hell of a player, he's
got a lot of shots at his disposal. I had
to serve well and dictate," the
Montreal quarter-finalist aded.

"It was tricky conditions out
there, the courts are a lot more live-
ly than Montreal, it was harder to
control the ball."

It marked a happy return to
Cincinnati for Kyrgios, who was
fined a record $113,000 during a
spectacular meltdown at the tourna-
ment in 2019

Elsewhere, Spanish third seed
Carlos Alcaraz advanced in his tour-
nament debut, defeating American
Mackenzie McDonald 6-3, 6-2.

Italian 10th seed Jannik Sinner
celebrated his 21st birthday by beat-
ing Thanasi Kokkinakis 6-7 (9/11),
6-4, 7-6 (8/6).
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Skipper KL Rahul's form and
fitness will be observed keen-
ly when India take on

Zimbabwe in a three-match series,
starting Thursday, in 50-over for-
mat, which is fast losing popular-
ity and struggling to retain its
identity.

Supposed to be one of the
most vital cogs in India's T20
World Cup top-order, Rahul
would like to make full use of the
game time he gets as an opener
during the three games against
Regis Chakabva's side.

Rahul's immediate task at
hand after almost three-month
lay-off, during which he under-
went a sports hernia surgery, is to
keep his opening slot in T20
cricket and adapt to the team's
philosophy of going hell for leather
from ball one.

It won't just be about runs that
skipper Rohit Sharma or coach
Rahul Dravid would be looking at
when they monitor Rahul's per-
formance in Zimbabwe.

Rather they would like to
check out his approach and the
manner in which he is scoring
runs, something he would need
to tweak before that first Asia
Cup game against Pakistan on
August 28.

On the Harare Sports Club
batting belters where Zimbabwe
chased down Bangladesh's 300
plus and 290-odd targets in suc-
cessive games in the recently-con-
cluded series, India's batting line-
up with Rahul, Shikhar Dhawan,
Shubman Gill, Deepak Hooda
and Sanju Samson will certainly
prove to be more than a handful
for hosts.

And unlike Bangladesh, a
bowling attack comprising
Mohammed Siraj, Prasidh
Krishna, Deepak Chahar,
Kuldeep Yadav along with all-
rounders Shardul Thakur and
Axar Patel has more potency in
any conditions against this
Zimbabwe line-up.

For Zimbabwe, the aim would
be to become the proverbial
banana peel on which Rahul and
his men can slip as a series win for
'Men in Blue' would hardly win

them any accolades but a defeat
would invite sharp criticism.

The hosts therefore wouldn't
mind if the likes of Sikandar
Raza, Chakabva and Innocent
Kaia repeat their batting perfor-
mances from the Bangladesh
encounters and show the world
that the previous series win was
not just a mere flash in the pan.
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Gone are the days of Flower

brothers (Andy and Grant), Heath
Streaks (now tainted and suspend-
ed), Neil Johnsons, Murray
Goodwins and Henry Olongas. It
was a side that could take the
Mickey out of the opposition on
good days.

Zimbabwe cricket, like the

country itself has gone through
turmoil over the past two decades
and the quality has been severely
impacted.

Someone like 36-year-old
Raza, 34-year-old skipper Cha-
kabva or 34-year old Donald
Tiripano are sincere performers
but would never make any oppo-
sition feel threatened.

India's tours of Zimbabwe are
normally a kind of gift from 'big
brother' to help a 'younger' gain
financial stability.

The TV and digital rights rev-
enue from three India games will
cover Zimbabwe cricket's more
than half the costs for the year.

So this earns BCCI a goodwill
gesture.

On the cricketing part, this

gives selectors a chance to look at
bench strength and also jot down
some of the names, who will fig-
ure in the larger picture for the
2023 50-over World Cup.

Right now, Indian cricket
possesses such quality that it can
field three white ball teams in
three different continents at the
same time.

This is one such glorified 'A'
series as a lot of the members will
be playing in the home A series
against New Zealand and
Australia later this year.
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Two bowlers who would be

looking to give it their all are
Deepak Chahar, who is back in
the mix after six months and

Kuldeep Yadav, who is slowly get-
ting his mojo back.

Bhuvneshwar Kumar has
consolidated his place in the T20
set-up but Chahar with his swing
bowling in Powerplay overs and
ability to hit big shots in the death
overs will like to make an impres-
sion. He is already in the standby
list for the Asia Cup.

Another player, who would
fancy a debut would be Mahara-
shtra man Rahul Tripathi, a con-
sistent IPL performer and may be
someone who VVS Laxman could
use in the middle-order at times
at the expense of Shardul Thakur.

In all, a 3-0 clean sweep is the
order of the day and any diversion
would be considered a below-par
effort.
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India: KL Rahul (Captain),
Shikhar Dhawan, Ruturaj
Gaikwad, Shubman Gill, Deepak
Hooda, Rahul Tripathi, Ishan
Kishan (wk), Sanju Samson (wk),
Shardul Thakur, Kuldeep Yadav,
Axar Patel, Avesh Khan, Prasidh
Krishna, Mohd Siraj, Deepak
Chahar, Shahbaz Ahmed.
Zimbabwe: Regis Chakabva (cap-
tain), Ryan Burl, Tanaka
Chivanga, Bradley Evans , Luke
Jongwe, Innocent Kaia,
Takudzwanashe Kaitano , Clive
Madande, Wessly Madhevere,
Tadiwanashe Marumani, John
Masara, Tony Munyonga , Richard
Ngarava, Victor Nyauchi,
Sikandar Raza , Milton Shumba,
Donald Tiripano.
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The Indian men's team will be play-
ing a whopping 138 bilateral inter-

national matches during the next five-
year Future Tours & Programme (FTP)
Cycle between May, 2023 to April, 2027,
the ICC said on Wednesday.

Most sought-after team commer-
cially, the 'Men In Blue' will play 38
Tests, 42 ODIs and 61 T20Is in the five-
year period and focus on shortest for-
mat is an indicator how priorities
across formats will be changing.

The ODI bilaterals will remain but
mostly be three-match series.

India expectedly has a choc-a-bloc
calender but as usual there won't be any
bilateral cricket series with Pakistan due
to obvious political reasons.

The 12 Members will play a total of
777 international matches - 173 Tests,
281 ODIs and 323 T20Is - in the 2023-
2027 FTP cycle compared to the 694 in
the current one.

This includes the next two cycles of
the ICC Men's World Test Champion-
ship, multiple ICC events and a host of
bilateral as well as tri-series action.

As far as India's schedule is con-
cerned, the traditional India versus
Australia Test series for the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy, that used to be a four-
match affair for a long time will become
five-Test series.

India will be playing five-Test series
against both England and Australia and
also on the T20 front, there are a lot of

five-match series which is on expected
lines with the broadcasters demand with
premium advertisement rates for short-
form matches.

During the next FTP cycle, India
would be travelling to West Indies (July-
Aug 2023) for a full tri-format series

including 2 Tests, ODIs and 3 T20Is.
The marquee five-Test home series

against England will be tentatively held
between Jan-March in 2024.

While Australia is visiting India
early next year to regain the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy in a four-Test series

as a part of previous cycle, India's next
big trip Down Under is in December-
January, 2024-25 when they play
Australia in a five-Test series for the first
time since 1991.

In this cycle, India will host
Bangladesh for a two-Test series in
September 2024.
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The Indian team will play 27 ODI

games before it plays the 2023 50-over
World Cup in India scheduled in
October-November next year.

The 27 ODIs starts with India's
series against Zimbabwe in Harare
from Thursday. The chunk among the
27 ODIs is from the previous FTP cycle
which also include home three-match
series against South Africa and an
away three-match event against New
Zealand just after T20 World Cup.
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Australia and England during the

same five-year phase will be playing 40
and 43 Test matches respectively, which
is a few games more than India.

The inaugural World Test Cham-
pions New Zealand in the next cycle
have 32 Tests earmarked, while South
Africa in the same duration play only
29 Tests. They mostly play two and
some three-Test series.

Pakistan have only 27 Tests between
May, '23-April '27 while Sri Lanka and
West Indies play 25 longest format
games each respectively.
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Pakistan overcame a slow
start and early loss of an

opener to beat the Netherlands
by 16 runs in their first ODI.

Pakistan won the toss and
chose to bat first. Only at 3-0
after four overs, it got worse for
the visitors at 10-1 in six overs
following Vivian Kingma's
maiden wicket which claimed
Imam-ul-Haq (2) leg before
wicket on referral by the
Netherlands.

Opener Fakhar Zaman led
the recovery with 109 runs in
109 balls, including 12 fours
and a six, before he was run out.

Zaman and captain Babar
Azam (74 in 85) shared a 168-
run partnership for the second

wicket, and Shadab Khan later
smashed a 28-ball 48 not out as
Pakistan posted a challenging
total of 314-6.

Dutch pacer Bas de Leede
took 2-42 in 10 overs.

In reply, the Netherlands
came close with 298-8. Dutch
captain Scott Edwards was not
out on 71 in 60 balls. Opener
Vikramjit Singh and No. 5
Tom Cooper both hit 65 runs
each. Cooper scored at a much
faster pace, needing 54 deliver-
ies for his 65 compared to 98
balls for Singh.

Pacers Haris Rauf (3-67)
and Naseem Shah (3-51) did
most of the damage.

The second of three ODI
matches is at Rotterdam on
Thursday.
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Ravi Shastri used to push players to achieve spe-
cial things but he had very little tolerance for fail-

ure during his stint as India's head coach, said vet-
eran wicketkeeper batter Dinesh Karthik.

The 37-year-old had played sporadically during
Shastri's tenure as India coach, especially during the
2019 World Cup.

The Shastri-Kohli tenure was a good one for
Indian cricket but often the duo was criticised for not
standing by a few players, who probably needed a bit
more empathy during their lean patch.

"He (Shastri) had a very low tolerance for some-
body who wouldn't bat at a certain pace he did not
like or someone who was doing very differently in
the nets and in the match, he would go and bat dif-
ferently," Karthik said on Cricbuzz.

"He (Shastri) would not be very appreciative of
that. Shastri knew exactly what he wanted from the
team, the way in which it was played but his toler-
ance was very little for failures. He always used to push
people to do very well."

Karthik, who at 36, is a designated finisher in T20
set-up, has already said that he feels way more relaxed
and secured in the Rohit Sharma-Rahul Dravid era.

Shastri had a successful coaching stint as under
him India claimed Test series victories on Australia
soil twice, drew the Test series 2-2 in England and
also entered the World Test Championship final.

"I think Shastri, the player was somebody, who
was probably not as talented but fulfilled his talent
as coach. He did much better than what he was expect-
ed to do. As a coach, he was a larger-than-life per-
son. He was somebody who pushed players to try and
achieve special things," he added. 
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Young Indian Grandmaster
R Praggnanandhaa con-

tinued his fine run in the FTX
Crypto Cup, the American
finale of Champions Chess
Tour, beating Anish Giri of the
Netherlands 2.5-1.5 in the sec-
ond round here on Wednesday.

Having started his cam-
paign with victory over world
No.4 and the top ranked junior
Alireza Firouzja, the 17-year
old Indian prodigy scored the
all-important win in the fourth
and final game, to hand Giri his
second straight loss.

Praggnanandhaa, who
played a key role in the Indian
'B' team's Bronze medal win in
the recent chess Olympiad in
Mahabalipuram near Chennai,
edged out his Dutch opponent
in 81 moves in the fourth
game after the first three ended
in draws.

The Indian GM is now on
six points after two wins, the
same as world No.1 Magnus
Carlsen of Norway, who beat
Hans Niemen 3-1.

Praggnanandhaa will take
on Carlsen in the third round
later on Wednesday night.
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Ben Stokes was dismissed
on the stroke of lunch on

the opening day of the first Test
between England and South
Africa at Lord's on Wednesday,
to leave his side perilously
placed on 100-5.

South Africa fast bowler
Kagiso Rabada once again
proved his worth, removing
openers Alex Lees and Zak
Crawley after England had
been sent in to bat by Proteas
captain Dean Elgar.

Fellow quicks Marco
Jansen and Anrich Nortje fol-
lowed up by capturing the
prized wickets of Joe Root and
Jonny Bairstow, with all four
dismissed batsmen out in sin-
gle figures as England slumped
to 55-4.

With the final ball of the
morning session, Nortje
squared up Stokes (20) to have
the England skipper caught in
the slips. Ollie Pope was the
lone batsman to hold firm,
with 51 not out.

Spearhead fast bowler
Rabada had been doubtful for
the opening match of the three-
Test series with an ankle injury,
but the 27-year-old showed no
sign of discomfort, taking 2-26
in nine overs.

England came into the

game with a perfect record of
four wins from as many Tests
under their new leadership
pairing of Stokes and coach
Brendon McCullum.

All of those victories had
been achieved by chasing
down targets in the fourth
innings, something that cannot
happen in this match after
Elgar won the toss and fielded
a green-tinged pitch under
overcast skies.

Rabada had left-hander
Lees caught behind for five and
removed Crawley for nine after
he nicked a ball that nipped
away low to Aiden Markram at
second slip.

Star batsman Root was
powerless to prevent further

collapse, the former England
captain lbw for eight to a huge
inswinger from left-arm pace-
man Jansen.

Root reviewed Indian
umpire Nitin Menon's decision
but replays indicated the ball
would have clipped leg stump.

Bairstow had made 106
and an unbeaten 114 during
England's most recent Test -- a
seven-wicket win over India at
Edgbaston last month.

But he was bowled between
bat and pad for a five-ball duck
by Nortje as he tried to drive on
the up, with England now 55-
4 inside 17 overs.

Pope completed a 69-ball
fifty but the session belonged to
South Africa.
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West Indies all-rounder Andre Russell has hinted
at a possible return to the Men in Maroon side

at this year's ICC T20 World Cup in Australia.
Russell has not represented West Indies since last

year's ICC T20 World Cup in Dubai, but the veteran
could be in line for a quick return to international crick-
et at this year's 20-over tournament. "Of course, of
course. The maroon is all over," Skysports quoted
Russell as saying.

"Honestly, I have two franchise hundreds and I wish
those hundreds were actually playing for West Indies.

"I don't regret saying this just now. I really
enjoyed playing for Jamaica Tallawahs but those two
hundred, it would be more special coming in interna-
tional cricket."

Following his stint in England, Russell will play for
the Trinbago Knight Riders in the month-long
Caribbean Premier League that commences at the end
of this month.

"I always want to play and give back," Russell told
Sky Sports.

"But at the end of the day, if we are not agreeing
on certain terms...they have to respect my terms as well.
At the end of the day, it is what it is. We have families
and we have to make sure that we give our best oppor-
tunity while we have one career. It's not like I can start
over again. I'm 34 and I want to win another World
Cup - or two more - for West Indies because at the end
of the day, I'm here now, and I'm just taking it day by
day," he added.

Antigua: West Indies suffered big blows
ahead of their upcoming ODI series
against New Zealand with star all-
rounder Shimron Hetmyer, Keemo Paul
and Gudakesh Motie have been ruled out
of the series. The replacements are
middle-order batter Jermaine Blackwood
and leg-spinning allrounder Yannic
Cariah. Odean Smith, the seam-bowling
all-rounder, has been added as a reserve.
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The doyen of India's domes-
tic coaches Chandrakant

Pandit has been appointed
Kolkata Knight Riders' head
coach for the upcoming IPL sea-
son, the franchise announced
on Wednesday.

Pandit replaces Brendon
McCullum, who is now the
head coach of the England
Test side.

Pandit, the most celebrated
coach in the Indian domestic
circuit, recently guided Madhya
Pradesh to their maiden Ranji
Trophy title, having won the
national championship multiple
times with Mumbai and
Vidarbha.

Known to work wonders
with unheralded domestic
teams, this will be the former
India wicketkeeper's first big
assignment at the elite level.

"We are very excited that
Chandu is joining the Knight
Riders family to lead us through
the next phase of our journey,"
KKR CEO Venky Mysore said
in a statement.

"His deep commitment to
what he does and his track

record of success in domestic
cricket, is there for everyone to
see. We are looking forward to
his partnership with our skip-
per Shreyas Iyer, which
promises to be an exciting
one," he added.

Accepting the new chal-
lenge, Pandit said, "I have
heard from players and others
who have been associated with
the Knight Riders, about the
family culture, as well as the
tradition of success that has
been created.

"I am excited about the
quality of the support staff and
the players who are part of the
set up and I am looking for-
ward to this opportunity with
all humility and positive
expectations."

The 60-year-old Pandit
played five Tests and 36 ODIs
for India between mid '80s to
early '90s.

In an interview to PTI,
Pandit had said that he had once
had a meeting with KKR's prin-
cipal owner Shah Rukh Khan
during the early years of IPL but
back then he had made it clear
that he wasn't keen to join sup-
port staff as an assistant coach. 
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CAPTAIN KL RAHUL IN FOCUS IN ZIMBABWE
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