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Stating that the Krishna River
basin is water deficit, the TRS said
it is pertinent to keep in abeyance
all clearances accorded to Upper
Bhadra and Upper Thunga projects
forthwith. TRS MP Ranjith Reddy
said that the Jal Shakti Ministry and
the Central Water Commission
(CWC) should respond to this and
said, “We are for settling issues ami-
cably, but the Ministry and CWC
cannot be blind to issues raised by
the Telangana government.”

He asked why is the Project
Appraisal (South) Directorate of
the CWC not examining inter-State
issues raised by lower riparian
States and tribunal reports metic-
ulously before considering clear-
ance for Upper Bhadra and Thunga
Projects. Ranjith tweeted that the
Supreme Court in February 2022
had asked to settle the Krishna
Water dispute amicably between
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana and
Karnataka. Telangana submitted
before the SC that information is

not forthcoming from Karnataka
for the last 14 years about how
much Krishna water it had divert-
ed. He asked the Centre, “Is it not
true that the CWC should consid-
er clearances to Upper Bhadra &
Upper Thunga only after Krishna
Water Disputes Tribunal (KWDT-
II) Award is published?”

Ranjith recalled that during
proceedings of KWDT-1,
Karnataka requested the Tribunal

to prescribe the authority for mak-
ing further studies of water avail-
ability in Thungabhadra, provide
additional allocation to the
Thungabhadra Sub-Basin of
Karnataka and reconsider the deci-
sion that all three sources should
remain open by modifying Clause
IX of KWDT-1.  
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WIVES OF PAKISTAN PM SHEHBAZ, EX-PM
IMRAN KHAN RICHER THAN HUSBANDS

EU LEADERS ON VISIT TO UKRAINE
DECRY RUSSIAN BRUTALITY 

F
our European leaders made a high-profile visit to show their
support for Ukraine on Thursday, denouncing the brutality of the
Russian invasion as they surveyed the ruins of a Kyiv suburb that

was the scene of intense fighting early in the war and where many
civilians were killed. After arriving in Kyiv to the sound of air raid
sirens, the leaders of France, Germany, Italy and Romania headed to
Irpin, which was seized and briefly held by Russian troops along with
other areas near the capital. Mass graves have been unearthed in the
area, most notably in Bucha, and French President Emmanuel Macron
decried the massacres and said there were signs of war crimes.

MCDONALD'S TO PAY FRANCE 
$1.3 BILLION IN TAX FRAUD CASE

M
cDonald's France and related companies have agreed
to pay over 1.2 billion euros ( 1.3 billion) to the
French state to settle a case in which the fast-food

giant was accused of years of tax evasion. A Paris court
approved the settlement Thursday, the French national
financial prosecutor's office said. McDonald's said the
settlement was the result of productive discussions with
French tax authorities. The decision means a tax fraud
investigation targeting the company, opened after a legal
complaint by unions in 2016, will be closed. 

US COSMETICS GIANT
REVLON FILES FOR BANKRUPTCY

U
S cosmetics giant Revlon has filed for bankruptcy after years
of stiff competition from rivals focused on online sales and
supply chain problems. In a court filing late Wednesday, the

company initiated Chapter 11 proceedings to manage its debt,
which it said stood between $1 billion and $10 billion. Revlon,
known for its signature nail polish and lipstick, reported long-term
liabilities of $3.3 billion in the first quarter. "Today's filing will allow
Revlon to offer our consumers the iconic products we have
delivered for decades, while providing a clearer path for our future
growth," CEO Debra Perelman said in a statement.
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SRIYA REDDY

P
akistan Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and former premier Imran Khan's
wives have financial assets worth more than their husbands, the media
reported on Thursday. According to a statement of assets filed for the

fiscal year ending June 30, 2020 with the Election Commission of Pakistan
(ECP), Nusrat Shehbaz, the first wife of the prime minister, is richer than her
husband and owns wealth worth Rs 230.29 million. The prime minister's
wife also owns nine agricultural properties and one house each in Lahore and
Hazara divisions. Apart from the assets, Shehbaz Sharif's wife has significant
investments in various sectors, but does not own a vehicle, the Dawn
newspaper reported.

ALMANAC

Updated: JUNE 16, 2022 5:00 PM

Forecast: Sunny

Temp: 33oc

Humidity: 47%
Sunrise: 5:46 AM
Sunset: 6:47 PM

Month & Paksham:

Tithi: Tritiya: Jun 16 09:45 AM
to Jun 17 06:11 AM

Chaturthi  Jun 17 06:11 AM
to Jun 18 02:59 AM

Panchami: Jun 18 02:59 AM
to Jun 19 12:19 AM

Nakshatram: 
Uttara Ashadha: Jun 16 12:37 PM

to Jun 17 09:56 AM

Shravana: Jun 17 09:56 AM
to Jun 18 07:39 AM

Rahukalam: 10:39 AM to 12:17 PM

Yamagandam:  3:32 PM to 5:10 PM
Varjyam: 01:33 PM to 03:00 PM

Gulika: 7:23 AM to 9:01 AM

TTOODDAAYY

HYDERABAD WEATHER

PNS n HYDERABAD

The Telangana State Human
Rights Commission (SHRC) has
viewed seriously the police lathi-
charge on Gouravelli Project
land oustees. Reacting to the
petition filed by the BJP Legal
Cell leader Karuna Sagar on
Wednesday, the SHRC directed
the DGP on Thursday to conduct
a comprehensive inquiry into the
incident and submit a report
before August 4.

PNS n HYDERABAD

Industries Minister K. Taraka
Rama Rao has criticised Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's silence
regarding the accusation levelled
by a Sri Lankan government oiffi-
cial.

KTR said that opposition lead-
ers all over the country are subject-
ed to grilling by the ED, the CBI,
and the I-T department.

In a tweet, KTR said,
“Opposition leaders all over India
are routinely targeted and subject-
ed to grilling by the ED, the CBI
& the I-T Department. But when
a senior Sri Lankan Government
official directly accuses the PM of
India regarding his involvement in
wind power contracts neither the
PM nor Adani responds. The
media is also deafeningly silent!”

MMC Ferdinando, the
Chairman of Sri Lanka’s Ceylon
Electricity Board (CEB), stated
before a Lankan parliamentary
panel that Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had exerted pres-
sure on President Gotabaya

Rajapaksa to award a power proj-
ect to the Adani Group.

Ferdinando told a parliamentary
committee that Rajapaksa had
summoned him after a meeting in
November and told him to give the
500-MW renewable energy proj-
ect in Sri Lanka's Mannar district
to the Adani Group.

Days after he said that Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
had pressured the Sri Lankan gov-
ernment on allotting a wind power
project to the Adani group, the
Chairman of the Ceylon Electricity
Board (CEB), MMC Ferdinando,
quit.

PNS n NEW DELHI

The Opposition on Thursday
stepped up its attack on the govern-
ment over the Agnipath scheme
amid protests against it in several
parts of the country and demand-
ed that it be scrapped, even as offi-
cial sources asserted that no change
is being done to the Army's regi-
mental system under the new ini-
tiative.

While Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi urged Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to listen to the
voice of unemployed youths and
not take 'agnipareeksha (trial by
fire)' of their patience by making
them walk on Agnipath, Samajwadi
Party president Akhilesh Yadav
called the move "negligent" and
potentially "fatal" for the country's
future.

Trains were set afire, window
panes of buses smashed and
passersby, including a ruling BJP
MLA, pelted with stones in Bihar
by Army job aspirants whose
protest against the short-term
recruitment scheme continued for
the second consecutive day.

Protests against the scheme also
took place in Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh.

Hundreds of young people took
to the streets in Haryana's
Gurugram, Rewari and Palwal
while scores of youngsters in Uttar
Pradesh's Bulandshahr and Ballia
districts staged protests against it.

Amid the protests, government
sources said no change is being

done to the Army's regimental
system under it and the numbers
of personnel to be recruited in the
first year of its roll out would only
make up three per cent of the
armed forces.

The scheme is aimed at increas-
ing opportunities for youths to
serve in the armed forces and the
recruitment of the personnel under
it will be around triple of the cur-
rent enrolment in the armed forces,

they said without specifying the
duration of comparison.

On the criticism that the short-
duration tenure of 'Agniveers' will
harm the effectiveness of the armed
forces, the sources said such a sys-
tem exists in several countries, and
hence, it is already "tested out and
considered best practice for an agile
army".

The Opposition came down
heavily on the government over the

scheme and demanded a rollback.
"No rank, no pension, no direct

recruitment for 2 years, no stable
future after four years, no respect
shown by the government for the
army," Gandhi said in a tweet in
Hindi, attacking the Centre over the
scheme.

"Listen to the voice of unem-
ployed youths of the country,
don't take 'agnipareeksha' of their
patience by making them walk on
'Agnipath', Mr. prime minister,"
the former Congress chief said.

In a tweet in Hindi, Priyanka
Gandhi said there are many
dreams for the future in the eyes
of those preparing for recruitment
in the armed forces such as serv-
ing the country and their parents.

"What will the new army
recruitment scheme give them?
After 4 years, no job guarantee, no
pension facility = no rank, no pen-
sion. @narendramodi ji don't
crush the dreams of the youth,"
she said.

PNS n HYDERABAD

The findings of the study,
'Unlocking India's Electric Mobility
Potential,’ by Arthur D. Little, was
released on Thursday. It states that
EVs are expected to create 10 mil-
lion new jobs in India, and 30 per
cent of the vehicles sold in India
will run on electricity by 2030.

Highlighting India's EV industry,
the study says that the sector will
cross sales of 10 million vehicles by
2030, with an overall adoption
rate of more than 30 per cent across
different vehicle categories.
However, the adoption of EV pas-
senger vehicles is likely to be a mere
10 per cent by the end of the peri-
od, accounting for just a tiny 5 per

cent of total EV sales.
India will require approximate-

ly 800 GWh of batteries by 2030 to
attain more than 30 per cent EV
adoption. India is accelerating
plans to manufacture Li-ion cells

within the country anticipating
USD 2.3 billion in government sub-
sidies and more than USD 7.5 bil-
lion in investment potential to
meet this demand.

Apart from a cleaner environ-

ment, India's import bill is expect-
ed to come down by almost USD
14 billion in 2030. EVs are also
expected to create 10 million new
jobs in India by 2030, boosting the
country's growth, says the report.

Barnik Chitran Maitra, the
Managing Partner & CEO of India
& South Asia, Arthur D. Little, said,
“Despite obstacles, India is one of
the largest markets for EVs in
Asia, behind only China and, sur-
prisingly, ahead of Japan. We can
build on this position by acting to
support product innovation, create
reliable charging infrastructure,
and provide subsidies to buyers and
additional incentives to start-ups
involved in battery R&D, among
others.

PNS n HYDERABAD

TRS MP Divikonda Damodar Rao
is among the top three Rajya
Sabha MPs with high liabilities.

21 MPs declared liabilities of Rs
1 crore and more. They are Kapil
Sibal with Rs 92 crore, Masthan
Rao Beeda with Rs 69 crore and
Divikonda with Rs 49 crore.

The National Election Watch
(NEW) and the Association for
Democratic Reforms (ADR)
analysed the sworn affidavits of all
the 57 newly elected MPs of the
Rajya Sabha in 2022.

Party-wise the MPs with crim-
inal cases include nine (41%) out
of 22 MPs of the BJP, 4 (44%) out

of 9 MPs of the INC, 2 (100%) out
of 2 MPs from the TRS, 2 (100%)
out of 2 MPs from the RJD and 1
MP each from the YSRCP (25%),
the DMK (33%), the AIADMK
(50%), the SP (100%), the SHS
(100%), and an Independent
(50%).

Of the 57 newly elected MPs, 53
(93%) are crorepatis. Bandi
Parthasardhi has the highest net
worth among MPs. He is worth Rs
5,300 crore followed by Kapil Sibal
at Rs 608 crore and Vikramjit
Singh Sahney at Rs 498 crore

As per the analysis, out of 57
MPs, only 10 (18%) newly elected
MPs are women. 30 MPs have
declared their age to be between 31

and 60 years while 27 MPs have
declared their age to be between 61
and 81 years.

The oldest MP is S.
Kalyanasundaram aged 81 from
Tamil Nadu and the youngest MP
is Mohd. Imaran Khan aged 34
from Maharashtra.

Eight (14%) MPs have declared
their educational qualification to
be between Class 8 pass and Class
12 pass, while 23 (40%) MPs have
declared having graduation or a
professional degree.

17 (30%) MPs declared them-
selves to be postgraduates while 7
(12%) MPs declared they have doc-
torates and two MPs have declared
that they have diplomas.

Stop K’taka projects

TRS MP ranks third among MPs with liabilities

m Oppn seeks scrapping of scheme

SOME PPEOPLE UUSING SSTUDENTS FFOR PPOLITICAL GGAINS:UNION MMINISTER

Union minister and BJP leader
Ashwini Kumar Choubey on Thursday
urged students protesting against the
Agnipath scheme to stop their
agitation and keep away from those
inciting them, as he asserted that the
initiative is in the interests of them,
armed forces and the country.
Choubey, a senior party leader from
Bihar where protests started first on

Wednesday, also claimed that some
people are using students for their
own political gains, an apparent
reference to opposition parties which
have criticised the scheme for short-
term contractual employment in the
armed forces as soldiers.
In a statement, he said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi always thinks and
works for the welfare of the youth and

the nation. "We assure you that this
programme is a constructive step to
bring in long-term positive results.
Lakhs of youngsters will not only
benefit from this but nationalistic
sentiments within them will also be
strengthened," Choubey said.
Those selected under the scheme will
get priority in central and state
government jobs, he said.

‘Probe lathi-
charge on
oustees’

KTR blasts silence of
Modi on Lankan charges

m TRS opposes clearances to Upper Bhadra and Upper Thunga
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Eatala may head BJP’s campaign panel
K VENKATESHWARLU
n HYDERABAD

The BJP MLA representing
Huzurabad, Eatala Rajender, has
become active these days in the
party. Eatala has been attending
party meetings daily and has also
changed his style of making
speeches. Eatala Rajender became
active after meeting the BJP high
command in New Delhi before
Union Home Minister Amit Shah’s
meeting held on May 14. Since
then Eatala has been actively par-
ticipating in party activities.

It is learnt that the BJP high
command may select Eatala for the
post of the Chairman of the
Telangana BJP Campaign
Committee or as the party’s Star
Campaigner.

The party has to discuss it fur-
ther to finalise it, a party leader told
‘The Pioneer’ on condition of

anonymity. Eatala was silent for
many months after he won the
Huzurabad by-election. Then
rumours spread that Eatala who
had joined the BJP after quitting
the TRS which had removed him
from a ministerial post was think-
ing that the BJP is not utilizing his
services properly.

He also had a feeling that how the
BJP can come to power if it didn’t
use the services of leaders like him.
The party leader said that the BJP
must defeat the TRS and for that it
has to use the services of leaders like
Eatala as he knew well about TRS
strategies. He also said that the BJP
high command had recognised the
importance of Eatala and had
assured something to him and
hence he had become active. The
assurance may be the post of the
Telangana BJP Campaign
Committee Chairman or the BJP’s
Star Campaigner, he said.

TS Govt adopts new
Clinical Establishments Act
PNS n HYDERABAD

The Telangana government has
issued orders adopting the Clinical
Establishments Act (Registration
and Regulation), 2011,  giving a lot
of powers to the Health
Department for regulating and
levying hefty penalties on private
healthcare establishments in the
State.

Some of these regulations say
that all private hospitals must reg-
ister with health authorities and
that they must submit their patient
records every month to the med-
ical authorities.

The healthcare facilities have to

register themselves with the
District Registering Authority
(DRA) in each district. The DRA
can grant, renew, suspend and can-
cel the registration of any hospital
and can also investigate com-
plaints of the breach and enforce
compliance with the provisions
and rules of the Act.

Penalties can be imposed on pri-
vate hospitals in case of non-
adherence to minimum standards.
Authorities now have the power to
enter and conduct inspections on
the premises of private hospitals.

Hospitals will be granted regis-
tration for five years after that they
must be renewed again. 

EVs can create 10 million new jobs by 2030

PNS n HYDERABAD

The TS Police on Thursday
filed cases against several Congress
leaders after foiling their 'Chalo Raj
Bhavan' programme that was ini-
tiated without obtaining prior per-
mission, causing inconvenience
to people. 

The Panjagutta Police filed cases
against 10 Congress leaders,
including TPCC chief A Revanth
Reddy, CLP leader Malli Bhatti
Vikramarka, TPCC working pres-

ident T Jagga Reddy, MLA D
Sridhar Babu, senior leader V
Hanumantha Rao under 13 sec-
tions. The Telangana Congress
leaders had sought to organise the
'Chalo Raj Bhavan' programme in
response to the call given by the
party's national unit to protest the
ED's probe against Rahul Gandhi
and Sonia Gandhi. As part of it,
Telangana Congress leaders tried
to lay siege to the Raj Bhavan. 

'Chalo Raj Bhavan' foiled:
Police book Cong leaders

2

Agnipath triggers nationwide protests 



Continued from page 1

KWDT-1 held that unless
a further study is made about
water availability in
Thungabhadra, allocation to
Thunga & Bhadra is deferred.
Ranjith said that it is unfor-
tunate that the CWC’s ‘claims’
did not bring any new addi-
tional information brought
out by Telangana. 

The Chevella MP asked,
“What is the CWC’s reply to
the request made by the
Karnataka Government to
make 20 TMC to Upper
Thunga & 10 TMC to Upper
Bhadra out of 75% depend-
able flows? The report clear-
ly says that the tribunal did
not allot any water to Upper
Thunga & Upper Bhadra
projects.”

He said that the needs of
lower riparian States should
be considered before giving
clearance.
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The much-publicised opposi-
tion unity to fight the BJP has
ended as a mirage.

Since a few months, oppo-
sition parties have been saying
that they would give a shock
to the BJP in the presidential
election by closing their ranks.

All opposition leaders had
said that opposition parties
including regional parties have
to join hands to fight the BJP
in the next general elections.
They had said that their aim is
to see that the BJP does not
form the government after

the next elections.
But the meeting convened

by West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee has given
confidence to the BJP not
only about victory in the pres-
idential election but also in the
next general elections.

The Congress has become a
big hurdle in the unity of
opposition parties. The TRS,
AAP and some other parties
categorically said that they
will not share the dais with the
Congress.

But some regional parties
said that without the Congress
it is not possible to fight the
BJP in the next general elec-

tions.
Regional parties have differ-

ent opinions about the
Congress. Due to local politics
in their states, some regional
parties are opposing the
Congress and are not ready to
share the dais with them.

For example in Telangana,
the Congress is the main
opposition to the TRS. If the
TRS joins hands with the
Congress at the national level,
in the state also it has to join
hands with the Congress
which is not acceptable to the
TRS and the Congress.

In Tamil Nadu, the ruling
DMK is an ally of the

Congress since a long time.
The DMK cannot break its
alliance with the Congress. In
other states also some region-
al parties are facing a similar
situation.

For the TRS and AAP, the
BJP is the main adversary but
they are not ready to join
hands with the Congress to
fight the BJP.

In fact, the Trinamool
Congress headed by West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee fought against the
Congress during the Goa
Assembly elections.

Mamata has expressed dif-
ferent opinions about the

Congress. Once she said that
the Congress has to stop play-
ing big brother and join hands
with regional parties. Another
time she said that there is no
need to ally with the Congress
to fight the BJP.

Now, when AICC President
Sonia Gandhi decided to hold
a meeting with some opposi-
tion parties to discuss the
presidential election Mamata
decided to convene a meeting
of anti-BJP parties on the
same day. This shows how
Mamata is treating the
Congress and it appears that
she has no consistent opinion
about the Congress.

Opposition parties unity bid fails

KTR blasts silence..
Continued from page 1

Ferdinando's revela-
tion had sparked a polit-
ical controversy forcing
him to retract his state-
ment and finally, it led to
his resignation on
Monday.

Issuing a statement
addressed to COPE
Chair Dr Charitha
Herath, the former CEB

chairman had said that
he was compelled to say
the ‘Indian Prime
Minister’ due to unex-
pected ‘pressure and
emotions’ during the dis-
cussion. Ferdinando said
he had become “emo-
tional due to the pres-
sures and unreasonable
allegations” levelled
against him during the
testimony.

Stop K’taka
projects..

‘Jagga Reddy behind
Raj Bhavan violence’
PNS n HYDERABAD

The BJP MLA representing
Dubbaka, M. Raghunandan
Rao, has alleged that TPCC
Working President T. Jagga
Reddy was behind the inci-
dents that took place during
the Congress’ Chalo Raj
Bhavan programme held to
protest the Enforcement
Directorate (ED)’s probe
against Rahul Gandhi.

Raghunandan said that the
Congress protest was a pro-
gramme sponsored by the
TRS government.

He recalled that the CBI had
interrogated Prime Minister
Modi when he was Chief
Minister of Gujarat.

He ridiculed TRS Working
President IT Minister KT
Ramarao saying that he is
perplexed after hearing ED’s
name.

He said that the Congress
and the TRS are both targets
of the ED. He asked what the
police intelligence had been
doing.

BJP Vice-President DK
Aruna said that the Congress’
Chalo Raj Bhavan programme
proved once again that both

the TRS and the Congress are
one.

Why did the police which
resorts to house arrests when-
ever the BJP tries to conduct
a protest fail to control the
Congress’ Chalo Raj Bhavan
programme?, he asked.

She asked whether the ED
hadn’t served notices to any-
body when the Congress was
in power and whether the
leaders who had received
notices had resorted to this
kind of attack. 

The Congress tried to attack
the Raj Bhavan and the TRS
supported it. Aruna demand-
ed that the police should file
cases against those who
attacked government and pri-
vate vehicles.

Tamil Nadu BJP joint in-
charge Ponguleti Sudhakar
Reddy said that the Congress
leaders' actions prove that
they are admitting that Rahul
and Sonia Gandhi are guilty.
He said the Congress-spon-
sored violence in Hyderabad
was shocking. Ponguleti said
that the Congress’ Chalo Raj
Bhavan programme proved
that the TRS and the Congress
have joined hands.

Yadadri power
plant achieves
milestone
PNS n HYDERABAD

A major milestone in setting
up the 450 ton generator
rotor at the Yadadri Thermal
Power Plant has been
achieved.

CMD D. Prabhakar Rao
congratulated BHEL repre-
sentatives and engineers.
CMD Prabhakar Rao super-
vised the installation of the
450-tonne generator rotor
for the second unit when it
was installed on the 17-meter
high floor using a tower
crane.

CMD Prabhakar Rao vis-
ited the 4,000 MW Yadadri
Thermal Power Plant on
Tuesday.

CMD Prabhakar Rao, who
was present at the plant, held
a review meeting with BHEL
representatives on the
progress of the works and
gave suggestions to speed up
the works. They were ordered
to complete the construc-
tion on time.

CMD Prabhakar Rao
directed BHEL to synchro-
nize the first two units and
commercial operations of the
first unit by June 2023 as per
the agreement.

Continued from page 1

RENUKA PULL SI BY COLLAR

The police filed cases against
former Union Minister Renuka
Chowdhary for pulling the
Panjagutta SI Upendra by his col-
lar on Thursday. The police filed
cases against Renuka Chowdhary
under IPC Sections 151, 140, 147,
149, 341 and 353, following a

complaint lodged by SI Upendra. 
The police later shifted Renuka

Chowdhary to the Golconda
Police Station. 

In the evening, Congress
activists staged a dharna in front
of the Golconda Police Station
demanding the release of Renuka
Chowdhary.  Renuka Chowdhary
said that she knew how to respect
those in uniform. "We have

respect for the police. But why did
the male policemen round up
women leaders? Moreover, the
police pushed me from behind. I
caught a policeman by his collar
as I was about to fall on the
ground, losing balance. My inten-
tion was not to insult the police-
man", she said. Later, the police
released her, along with all other
Congress leaders. 

‘Chalo Raj Bhavan' foiled..

CS, Secretaries to attend Dharamshala conference
PNS n HYDERABAD

Chief Secretary Somesh
Kumar is attending the confer-
ence of Chief Secretaries from
June 15 to 17 at Dharamshala
in Himachal Pradesh.

Somesh Kumar will be
accompanied by Special Chief
Secretary Arvind Kumar,
Agriculture Secretary
Raghunandan Rao and
Education Secretary Vakati
Karuna.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will chair the ‘First
National Conference of Chief
Secretaries’ on June 16 and
June 17. The conference, which
was inaugurated on
Wednesday (June 15) by
Cabinet Secretary Rajiv Gauba
is being held at the HPCA sta-
dium in Dharamshala.

The conference aims to
strengthen the partnership
between the Centre and state
governments. The conference

will focus on the sustained eco-
nomic growth of states in part-
nership with the Centre.

Working as Team India, the
conference will sow the seeds
for collaborative action in cre-
ating jobs, improving educa-
tion and bringing about ‘aat-
manirbharta’ (self-reliance) in
agricultural practices.

As per the agenda of the
conference, three themes have
been decided upon for detailed
discussions. 

PNS n HYDERABAD

A Combined Graduation Parade
(CGP) will be held at Air Force
Academy Dundigal, Hyderabad
on 18 June 2022 to mark the suc-
cessful completion of pre-com-
missioning training of Flight
Cadets of various branches of the
Indian Air Force. General Manoj
Pande, Chief of the Army Staff

would be the Chief Guest and
Reviewing Officer of the CGP.
During the function, he will
confer the President 's
Commission to the graduating
trainees. The ceremony includes
the presentation of Wings and
Brevets to the Flight Cadets who
would be successfully completing
flying and navigation training
respectively.

Air Force Academy to host
Combined Graduation Parade

PNS n NEW DELHI

Aspirational districts should be
'inspirational districts' of India,
and the Aspirational District
Programme should be extend-
ed to block and city levels,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said on Thursday.

Aspirational Districts
Programme (ADP) launched
in 2018 aims to transform 112
districts that have shown rela-
tively lesser progress in key
social areas.

"Lauding the success of the
Aspirational Districts
Programme, the Prime
Minister said the government
should strive to make these the
'inspirational districts' of India
and extend the programme to
the block and city levels," an
official statement said quoting

Modi.
The prime minister was

chairing the three-day nation-
al conference of chief secre-
taries, which is currently
underway at Dharamshala,
Himachal Pradesh. The confer-
ence began on June 15.

The statement said the
prime minister stressed that
India's best, young officers
should be posted to the aspira-
tional districts to bring about
noticeable changes through
their creative thinking and
fresh ideas.

The experience and learn-
ings gained by them while
working in these districts
would be unparalleled and
prove useful for the entire
country, the statement said,
quoting Modi.

Speaking on education, the

prime minister said that teach-
ers' training can be strength-
ened by leveraging digital tech-
nology and learning mobile
apps.

He said that award winning
retired school teachers could
also be roped in for visiting
schools and training teachers.

Modi also noted that there
could be a dedicated TV chan-
nel for teachers' training.

It may be recalled that in the
Budget 2022-23, the govern-
ment announced that 200 TV
channels would be launched
for improving access to high
quality education in the
remotest part of the country.

The statement said the
prime minister suggested
organising competitions
among young entrepreneurs,
startups and youths across

states for preparation of qual-
ity content in various mediums
such as drama, animation,
mono-acting, etc. in regional
languages.

According to the statement,
deliberations were held on
'Crop Diversification and
Achieving Self-Sufficiency in
Oilseeds, Pulses and Other
Agri-Commodities' and
'Implementation of National
Education Policy-School
Education'.

There were sessions on
'Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav:
Road to 2047' and the
Aspirational Districts
Programm, it added.

According to the statement,
the issue on "Reducing
Compliance Burden" was taken
up on each table for delibera-
tions.

‘Aspirational’ districts should be
extended to block levels: PM

Ts-iPass bagged investments
worth Rs 4.1 trillion in 7 years
PNS n HYDERABAD

The successful introduction
of the TS-iPass scheme by the
TS government in 2014 has
attracted around Rs 4.1 trillion
in investments and created
around five lakh direct jobs
and an equal number of indi-
rect jobs, despite Covid-19,
according to the study on the
development of Telangana
released jointly by Dr DS
Rawat, the Chairman of the
MSME Export Promotion
Council and Mr Jigish
Sonagara, the founder & CEO
of BillMart Fintech, a knowl-
edge firm on Thursday.

The study jointly undertak-
en by the MSME EPC and
BillMart revealed that the State
has achieved the unique dis-
tinction of projects getting
clearances from 38 depart-

ments in less than 10 days. The
initiative, said Dr Rawat, has
significantly contributed to
the ‘ease of doing business in
the State.

The achievement in attract-
ing fresh investments has been
much higher than investments
received in a 7-year span
before the introduction of the
scheme.

Referring to the CMIE
CapEx database, Rawat said, in
terms of projects announced,
there has been a surge. Before
the TS-iPass scheme, 1126
project announcements were
made and it increased to 1461
after the implementation of the
scheme which is a 30 per cent
increase in project count.

The quantum of projects
that are being implemented
has been progressing well y-o-
y and in 2020-21, 218 projects

worth Rs 399 billion were
being implemented against
109 projects worth Rs 309.6
billion in 2019-20 which is
around 29 per cent high.

The study says, “With the
TS-iPass scheme speeding up
the clearances of projects, the
projects that were being imple-
mented witnessed a spike. In
the seven years from 2014-15
to 2020-21, 1124 projects were
granted clearances that helped
them move to the implemen-
tation phase. The seven years
before this had 831 projects in
the pipeline. Even in terms of
value, there has been a 94 per
cent increase. Mr Rawat said
that by providing timely pro-
ject clearances and approvals,
the ratio of projects complet-
ed to total projects outstand-
ing in the under-implementa-
tion phase also shot up.

A
midst the present churn
in national politics,
Telangana Rashtra

Samiti president and TS Chief
Minister K Chandrasekhar
Rao's move to launch a new
national party to fight the
Bharatiya Janata Party-led cen-
tral government is a welcome
initiative.

For the past eight years, the
BJP government at the Centre
has been taking steps that
have only weakened the econ-
omy of various states.  After
the introduction of GST, the
states started losing their rev-
enues. The Centre has not
been releasing funds to com-
pensate the states' GST-relat-
ed losses. The November 2016
'demonetisation', ostensibly to
weed out black money from
the country, saw the currency
notes of Rs 500 and Rs 1,000
denominations getting
banned, wiping out 86% of
India's currency overnight. It
brought untold hardships to
common people for more than
two years.  

Agencies like the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI),
the Enforcement Directorate
and the National Investigation
Agency, which are under the
control of the Centre, have reg-
istered cases against leaders of
non-BJP  parties in Delhi,
West Bengal, AP, Maharashtra
and other states.

Of course, the movement
for separate Telangana started
initially in 1969 under the
leadership of Dr Marri Channa
Reddy, who had launched the
Telangana Praja Samithi (TPS).
However, the agitation was
suppressed and TPS dissolved
later. Despite claims by other
parties to the contrary, it is a
known fact that separate state-
hood for Telangana was
achieved due to the indefatiga-
ble efforts of K
Chandrashekhar Rao. In the
second phase of the move-
ment, several organisations -
students, teachers, RTC
employees, Singareni work-
ers, folk artistes and others -
participated in the protests

demanding statehood for
Telangana. However, K
Chandrashekar Rao and TRS
led the campaign for
Telangana statehood.  The
UPA government at the
Centre, headed by the
Congress party, announced
separate statehood for
Telangana only due to fear of
backlash from the people of
the region. 

Although Dr YS
Rajasekhara Reddy took up the
Pranahita-Chevella Project, it
could not be given proper
shape due to various reasons.
By making some alterations

and with strong resolve, the
TRS government took up the
Kaleshwaram project and was
able to complete a major part
of the project. Thanks to
Kaleshwaram, in Telangana
State today farmers in
Nizamabad, Karimnagar and
other districts are able to cul-
tivate three crops in a year.
Earlier, most parts of
Telangana region used to suf-
fer from drinking water scarci-
ty and power supply shortage
problems. People in Nalgonda
district especially were suffer-
ing from problems linked to
excessive fluoride levels in

water. However, Mission
Bhagiratha launched by the
TRS government was able to
solve water woes in most areas
of the state. 

Architectural wonder Sri
Lakshmi Narasimha Swamy
temple at Yadadri was renovat-
ed due to the sincere efforts of
the TRS government. The state
government extended support
for the development of Statue
of Equality (the massive

Ramanujacharya statue) at
Muchintal. KCR also launched
Rythu Bandhu and KCR Kits
schemes to benefit farmers
and pregnant women respec-
tively across the state.  

In addition, Municipal
Administration and Urban
Development and IT Minister
K T Rama Rao, during his vis-
its to foreign countries, was
able to attract several thou-
sands of crores as investments
for the development of indus-
tries and business establish-
ments in Telangana. Despite
the routine outcry of Congress
and BJP leaders, it is a fact the
TRS government's contribu-
tion to the development and
welfare of Telangana people
has been significant. Another
plus point is that KCR speaks
Hindi fluently and has the
capacity to analyse things
comprehensively. 

Similar attempts to fight
the central government were
made in the past by charismat-
ic actor and TDP founder N T
Rama Rao. His TDP govern-

ment was dissolved undemo-
cratically by the Congress gov-
ernment at the Centre.
However, due to wide-spread
agitations, NTR's government
was restored within a month.
In those days, senior leaders
like Farooq Abdullah, Biju
Patnaik, Sharad Pawar, Deve
Gowda and many others
reposed confidence in NTR's
ability to fight the Centre.
The Third Front was formed
and later disbanded due to sev-
eral reasons. As an opposition
party, TDP was having consid-
erable number of MPs then.

In the present circum-
stances, KCR must strive to
garner the support of major
political parties and leaders
across the country for his
national party. The national
party has to take steps to gar-
ner the confidence of leaders
of YSRCP, DMK, NCP, TMC,
JD, Shiv Sena and other par-
ties.  

People in north India in
general may not prefer a
leader from south India.  PV

Narasimha Rao was made
Prime Minister by Sonia
Gandhi in peculiar circum-
stances. 

NCP chief Sharad Pawar
recently made it clear that
without having an alliance
with the Congress, forma-
tion of Third Front would not
be possible. Ignoring any
major political party that
opposes BJP may not be
advantageous to the new
national party. The new
national party can at least
have electoral understanding
in some of the regions of var-
ious states to fight the mighty
BJP.    

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee and BSP
chief Mayavati have already
expressed their interest to
lead the nation. Even if the
parties agree for alliances,
the actual problem arises in
declaring the Prime
Ministerial candidate. If they
raise the issue at the begin-
ning, it would be difficult to
arrive at a consensus.  

P CHANDRASEKHAR

Senior journalist

In the present circumstances, KCR
must strive to garner the support of
major political parties and leaders
across the country for his national
party. The national party has to take
steps to garner the confidence of
leaders of YSRCP, DMK, NCP, TMC, JD,
Shiv Sena and other parties

Unified efforts essential to fight the mighty BJP
KCR's national party welcome, but it requires support of all parties opposed to BJP
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PNS n PATANCHERU

Patancheru legislator Gudem
Mahipal Reddy (GMR) said
that Chief Minister K
Chandrashekhar Rao had ini-
tiated revolutionary changes in
the education sector in govern-
ment schools by introducing
Mana Ooru -Mana Badi
scheme and accordingly pub-
lic representatives have to play
a key role in increasing the
number of students in govern-
ment schools. 

On Thursday, MLA GMR,
along with local public repre-
sentatives, inaugurated the
Mandala Parishad Primary,
Primary and Zilla Parishad
high school buildings con-
structed at an estimated cost of
Rs 2.20 crore in Lakadaram,
Isnapur and Pati villages under

Patancheru zone. A meeting
was organized on the occasion.
Addressing the meeting, the
MLA stated that the state gov-
ernment would take steps to
strengthen the educational
institutions. 

As part of this, new build-
ings are being constructed and
corporate schools are being
taught in Telugu as well as

English medium. He urged
the people's representatives at
all levels from the ward num-
ber to participate in the pro-
gramme to increase the num-
ber of students in government
schools. They have to held dis-
cussions with parents directly
and make efforts to enroll the
children in government
schools. 

Strive to enroll children in govt
schools, MLA urges public repsSAITEJA BURRA 

n HYDERABAD

The fourth phase of Pattana
Pragathi programme undertak-
en by the Greater Hyderabad
Municipal Corporation
(GHMC) has failed to address
the sanitation issues satisfacto-
rily in the city. Although the
programme is nearing comple-
tion, there are still a number of
sanitation problems which
were not addressed in GHMC
limits.  Residents expressed
concern that many sanitation
issues, such as garbage dispos-
al, litter removal, and commu-
nity cleaning, remain unsolved.  

As part of the Pattana
Pragathi programme, author-
ities have identified more than
500 colonies in the GHMC cir-
cles in Hyderabad. The pro-
gramme has been completed in
only about 270 colonies in

150 wards, with a focus on
issues such as drinking water,
sanitation management, green-
ery enhancement, construc-
tion of Vaikuntha  Dhamam
and dump yards in the towns.
As GHMC has failed to address
the problem of sanitation,
roads are becoming miserable

due to heavy rains in the city. 
On the other hand, special

teams under the Urban
Progress Programme are trying
to solve the sanitation prob-
lems on a temporary basis.   

The Pioneer Correspondent
found that the issues previous-
ly addressed by GHMC offi-

cials in areas such as
Khairatabad, Yousufguda,
Panjagutta, Jubilee Hills,
Banjara Hills and Madhapur
have come back to the same
state again and creating  unhy-
gienic problems for the resi-
dents and commuters.

Special teams under the

Pattana Pragathi programme
also failed to remove garbage
next to the office of HMWSSB
(Hyderabad Metropolitan
Water Supply and Sewerage
Board) in Jubilee Hills. An
activist who came to know
about this told The Pioneer
that there are many such prob-
lematic places in the city

One of the activists told
The Pioneer that there were
many places in the city where
GHMC officials did not care
about addressing the issues. 

"I keep noticing that there
are a lot of problems in terms
of sanitation in the city.
Recently, I called one of the
GHMC officers to complain
about the issue by standing 20
feet away from him. 

In a phone conversation, he
said he was busy with the
ongoing Pattana Pragathi pro-
gramme. 

PATTANA PRAGATHI NEARING COMPLETION

Sanitation problems continue to haunt city residents

Panjagutta FoB's
lifts, escalators
switched off

L
ifts and escalators have
been switched off a
month after the

inauguration of the new Foot
over Bridge (FoB) in
Panjagutta.The FOB was
opened to provide a safe way
for pedestrians to cross the
busy Panjagutta junction. But
now the lifts and escalators of
the new FoB) are not available
for public use.The lifts and
escalators were found
switched off on Wednesday,
just a few months after the
FOB was opened. After a city
resident brought the issue to
the attention of the authorities
on Twitter, the escalators
started working but the lifts
are not working.It may be
mentioned here that the FoB
was built to help pedestrians
cross the busy junction and it
connects to the Panjagutta
Metro Station Road. Even
though the FoB was available
for use people preferred to
cross the junction via the
road.The FoB was inaugurated
by GHMC Mayor Gadwal
Vijayalakshmi, and
Khairatabad MLA Danam
Nagender on May 11.

PNS n HYDERABAD

The Greater Hyderabad
Municipal Corporation urged
people to set up eco-friendly
Ganesh idols to protect the
environment during the
Vinayaka Chavithi festival,
which will be celebrated from
August 31 to September 6. 

According to the press
release, with a view to create an
awareness among people on
eco-friendly Ganesh idols, a
total of 60 clay Ganesha idols
are being set up by GHMC at
the zonal circles, in crowded
areas, at business complexes
and malls. Information on the
makers of clay Ganesh idols is
provided in.  

"The Clay Ganesh idols have
many benefits. There will be no
adverse effect on the environ-
ment. Will not cause health
hazards and it will be eco
friendly. The Painting and glit-
tering Ganesha idols have the

material detrimental to health.
Everyone should give priority
for installing eco-friendly
earthen Ganapati idols and
avoid practices that cause
health trouble to the people,"
said GHMC officials. 

Attractive clay idols of
Ganesha ranging from 8 inch-
es to 8 feet were erected. Free

training is being imparted to
those interested in making of
clay Ganesh idols.  Training on
making eco-friendly clay idols
under the GHMC is in full
swing.

GHMC urges devotees to
work for installation of eco-
friendly Ganesh Idols in the
city. 

GHMC to install 60 clay
Ganesh idols in various circles 

PNS n HYDERABAD

Infertile couples can now have
a child through surrogacy in
Telangana without waiting for
a long time for legal formali-
ties. The state officially now
has announced a board for
regulating surrogacy services.
Telangana government has
appointed State Assisted
Reproductive Technology and
Surrogacy Board for imple-
mentation of Assisted
Reproductive Technology
(Regulation) Act, and
Surrogacy Act 2021. 

This is on the lines of
Central government's
Surrogacy (Regulation) Act
2021 and Assisted
Reproductive Technology
(Regulation) Act 2021The acts
aim at regulating in vitro fer-
tilisation (IVF) clinics and
prohibit commercial surroga-
cy. The IVF and ART clinics
will  be registered after
approval from the Board
deterring them from commer-
cialisation.Health Minister is
the Chairman, Health
Secretary is the Vice

Chairman and ex-officio and
members include secretaries
of Women and Child Welfare,
Home, Law, Social Welfare
and Commissioner of Health.
Three MLAs, Gongidi
Sunitha, Padma Devender
Reddy and Dr Hari Priya are
members and ex-officio. The
Board includes expert mem-
bers who are doctors  from
NIMS, Gyanecologists from
Government hospitals, social
scientists, women from wel-
fare organisations and mem-
bers of civil society organisa-
tion. 

TS sets up Board for
regulating surrogacy services

The IVF and
ART clinics will
be registered
after approval
from the Board
deterring them
from
commercialisati
on.

DEEPIKA PASHAM 

n HYDERABAD

The Telangana High Court has
issued notice to the Union
Home Secretary in a contempt
petition filed as officials dis-
obeyed its order in directing the
Ministry to consider a represen-
tation seeking FIR against
Twitter and its users, who are
spreading communally charged
hate messages through the web-
site.  The petitioner, Khaja
Aijazuddin is an Advocate who
had filed a PIL in 2020 seeking
two things. The one is to stop
the illegal trending on the
social network of Twitter under
the name
#Islamiccoronavirusjihad,
#Coronajihad, #tablighijamat
or #islamophobic posts and
other is to register criminal
cases against Twitter and the
Social media users for spread-
ing Islamophobic posts or mes-
sages which hurt the senti-
ments of a particular religion. 

The Petitioner Khaja

Aijazuddin said, " This all start-
ed after Covid where some
mongers tried to put a blame on
the Islam people that they are
the reason for the Corona
Virus. This compelled me to
complain to the Cyber team,
but nobody responded and I
could see that a massive trend
was going on. Then I
approached the Supreme Court
in Delhi and they directed me
to the Telangana High Court.
The notice was issued and
Twitter removed the concerned
comments on particular
Muslim community." 

But my grievance before the
High Court is that a criminal
case must be filed against
Twitter and its users and guide-
lines must be framed for all
social media platforms. It is the
duty of the micro blogging site
to find out the persons who are
responsible in sending those
messages because they can only
have that module to find the
person. We must know who are
these mischief mongers who are

spreading these types of mes-
sages, because it disturbs the
peace of the State, he added.

He later explained that this
is the case of last year, The High
Court at Hyderabad in its order
dated 22.04.2021 has directed
the Respondent Union Home
Secretary to consider the rep-
resentation made by Petitioner
and take appropriate steps as
contemplated in law. 

Thereafter, the Petitioner
sent a representation to the
Home Ministry for the compli-
ance of the Order. The Union
Home Ministry replied that
law enforcement agencies reg-
ularly monitored the social
media platforms against the
misuse. 

The Bench of Chief Justice
Satish Chandra Sharma and
Justice B Vijaysen Reddy passed
an order issuing Notice to the
Union Home Secretary,
Ministry of Home Affairs,
Government of India for filing
the Counter and posted the case
for hearing on August 24.

ISLAMOPHOBIC POSTS ON TWITTER

Advocate files case in HC seeking
criminal case against Twitter, users

PNS n HYDERABAD

The Cyber Crime  wing of
Cyberabad Police busted a
racket and arrested a gang of
7 members who prepare poly-
mer fingerprints (rubber fin-
ger prints) and withdraw the
amounts from innocent bank
account holders. Police have
seized 2,500 cloned finger
prints, cash of Rs. 3.4 lakh, 121
SIM cards, 20 mobiles, 13
Debit Cards, 1 PAN Card, 2
Aadhaar, 3 Routers, 4
Biometric Fingerprint
Scanner, 3 Pen drives (with
land documents downloaded),
4 kg Photopolymer orange
liquid gel,  3 kg primer liquid
bottles and one laptop.  

The accused are  Nallagalla
Venkateshwarlu, Meghavath
Shanker Naik, Ratham
Srinivas from Sangareddy;
Darshanam Samelu from
Ongole, Challa Manikanta
from Guntur, Sheik Khasim
Vali and Vishwanathula Anil

Kumar from Prakasam dis-
trict. They have vast experi-
ence in the banking, lands and
registration fields. They down-
loaded land registration doc-
uments from IGRS Portal of
Andhra Pradesh State. They
collected the Name, Aadhaar
Number and fingerprints.  By
using those finger prints, the
fraudster prepares polymer
finger prints (Rubber
Fingerprints) of them using a
chemical. After preparing the
finger prints, fraudsters regis-
ter with Digital Banking appli-
cations (AEPS Applications)
which are also called as mini-
ATM's. Easy Pay applications
were used for finding out the

linked bank accounts and bal-
ance in those bank accounts.
E-Point India applications
were used for withdrawing
the amounts using the pre-
pared polymer finger prints. In
this way they prepared more
than 10,000 fake fingerprints
and lured the innocent bank
accounts to the tune of crores
of rupees.

On May 4, 2022 fraudster
contacted the complainant
and asked for AEPS License to
give service to the customers.
The complainant verified his
KYC documents and gave him
a User ID and password. The
accused started transactions
on May 5, 2022. 

Cheating gang busted, 7
cyber fraudsters held 

PNS n HYDERABAD

The Special  Team of
Balanagar Zone police arrest-
ed Maan Singh  and
Mohabatt, who are hard core
and notorious inter-state
house burglars. They belong
to Dhar district, Madhya
Pradesh State and detected 98
house burglary offences
which include 68 in
Cyberabad, 10 in Nizamabad,
two in Karimnagar, six in
Warangal, nine in Jagitial,
two in Kamareddy and one in
Siddipet.According to the
press note, the Special teams
collected the clues (CCTV
footage, MO, Chance Prints &
Technical Information) and
visited al l  the scene of
offences and analysed the
information. They concluded
that the gangs committing
offences in Cyberabad and

Telangana State are from
Dhar District ,  Madhya
Pradesh.

Police further said that
these criminals formed a gang
with 11 members and visited
Telangana 21  times from
2018 to March - 2022 along
with house breaking imple-
ments i.e., heavy cutters, rods,
screw drivers and committed
several offences in Telangana
and other states. 

The Special Teams visited
several times to Dhar District,
MP, collected informants in
there area, and identified the
gang members with the help
of local Police .

Man involved in 43 house
burglary cases held  

The sleuths of Madhapur
team have apprehended the
hard-core house burglary
offender Kotipally Chandri,
who committed 43 house

burglary offence, including 10
in the limits of Cyberabad
Commissionerate and 33 in
Sanga Reddy District. Police
recovered gold ornaments
weighing 57 tulas and  cash
Rs.2.70 lakhs. According to
the press note, the accused
from Nizampet, Kukatpally,
Hyderabad was arrested seven
times earlier in the cases of
notorious house burglary
offences. Madhapur police
said that the accused is a night
house burglary offender,
moves single in isolated areas
in late nights searches for
locked houses. He breaks
open the door lock using
iron rod, later he breaks the
almirah and steals away cash
and gold ornaments.The
accused committed 6 offens-
es after his release from jail
from August 2019 to June
2022, police said.  

Balanagar cops nab 2 
inter-state house burglars 

Seeking shifting of

dump yard, residents

write to Governor

S
ocial activists and
residents staying near
Salarjung Museum write

a letter to Governor with a
request to shift the dumping
yard located between Shivaji
Bridge and Mahatma Gandhi
Bus Station.  The association
demanded a solution
because the GHMC garbage
dumping yard located
between the colonies has
increased the mosquito
menace. The residents said
that from 6pm mosquitoes
were flying from the areas
and causing health
problems.``Despite several
representations to shift the
dumping yard to another
location, the authorities have
failed to respond and do not
pay attention.  The dumping
yard is also spreading a foul
smell. The passersby are
finding it difficult to cross
the Shivaji Bridge.  The dust
is slipping onto the road as
the yard is overflowed.  

10,000 farmers being
trained on product
quality, says Flipkart 

PNS n HYDERABAD

Flipkart announced on
Thursday that it has trained
and built capacity with over
10,000 farmers across the
country, providing them with
national market access and
enabling their growth. Flipkart
is working with multiple
Farmer Producer
Organizations (FPOs) and
small and marginal farmers
across the country to build
sustainable and scalable part-
nerships. To help FPOs adhere
to quality standards on e-com-
merce platforms, Flipkart has
conducted training and capac-
ity-building programmes to
strengthen the production of
FPOs, small and marginal
farmers.Flipkart has collabo-
rated with FPOs, and small
and marginal farmers across
states like Karnataka, Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana, Madhya
Pradesh, Kerala, Maharashtra,
Gujarat, and Uttar Pradesh.
Flipkart has on boarded mul-
tiple FPOs nationwide, giving
them access to over 400 mil-
lion customers nationwide.

PNS n HYDERABAD

Spiritual Guru Jaggi Vasudev
launched Green India
Challenge 5.0 on Thursday
and  as part of the programme,
planted saplings in Golluru for-
est, on Hyderabad  outskirts.  

At the programme, spiritu-
al Guru Jaggi Vasudev said, "
'Telangana Ku Harita Haram'
and Green India Challenge
stood as a role model in the
country and asserted that all
other states should accept the
challenge." "I was on a world
tour and was overwhelmed by
seeing lush green cover while
entering the Telangana State.
There is no alternative to Earth
and Soil.  I strongly hope for
the conservation of Earth and
soil, and to want gift them to
the future generations."
Vasudev said.  "The indiscrim-
inate use of chemicals will
destroy the Earth's life, and it
will be a big threat to the future

generations," he warned
Vasudev started his journey

to Bengaluru from Hyderabad
on Thursday as part of the Save
Soil movement. On his way, the
spiritual guru planted saplings
in Golluru forest areas in
Shamshabad and declared the
launching of the Green India
Challenge- 5.0.

Green India Challenge

founder and MP J Santosh
Kumar, Ministers A
Indrakaran Reddy, Sabitha
Indra Reddy, Satyawati Rathod,
MP Ranjit Reddy, MLA
Prakash Goud, MLCs- Naveen
Kumar, Shambhipur Raju, and
D Vittal also participated and
planted saplings.

State Forest Minister A
Indrakaran Reddy presented a

report on 'Telangana Ku
Haritha Haram' and explained
the government's endeavour to
increase Green cover in the
state.

Sadguru Vasudev praised
Santosh Kumar for taking up
the big task of the plantation
programme and playing a role
model for the youth. "MP
Santosh Kumar takes a big
responsibility at an early age.
He asserted the need to educate
people about the importance of
conserving nature and the
environment. The goals of the
Green India Challenge and
Save oil are the same.
Protection of the Earth," he
said.  Santosh Kumar said,
"With the inspiration of
'Telangana Ku haritha haram',
the brainchild of Chief
Minister K Chandrasekhar
Rao, I launched the Green
India challenge four years ago
to spread the awareness of
greenery across the country." 

Spiritual Guru Jaggi Vasudev launches
Green India Challenge 5.0 in city 
Planted saplings in Golluru forest in Shamshabad on Hyderabad outskirts

PNS n HYDERABAD

Now devotees can offer Bonam
to Secunderabad Mahankali
and participate in Balkampet
Yellamma's celestial marriage
through online. The last date for
the registration of both the
events is July 4 on TAPP Folio
or temple websites.

Endowments Minister Indra
Karan Reddy said that the
Department has made arrange-
ments to submit Bonalu to
Ujjain Mahakali Amma online
as well. On Thursday at Aranya
Bhavan, he formally launched
an online service to offer a
Bonam to the Goddesses of
Ujjaini Mahakali and
Balkampeta Ellamma.

On the occasion, the
Minister said that if booked
online, the temple administra-
tors would offer Bonam to the
goddess, worship with names
and send the Prasadam direct-
ly to the house. He said the ser-
vices would be available from
July 4 to devotees who submit
Bonams online to Mahakali
Amma of Ujjain. For domes-
tic services Rs. 300, for inter-
national services and Rs. 1,000
will have to be paid. 

Now devotee can
offer Bonam Online 

PNS n HYDERABAD

In a major reshuffle, 2,865
PCs, HCs and ASIs to be
transferred. The Hyderabad
City Police, in overhaul of its
force, transferred the PCs,
HCs and ASIs who were
working for more than five
years in L&O and Traffic
Police Stations or seven years
in an L&O Zone. These trans-
fers have been long pending
since 2018 due to Covid.

A list of eligible personnel
for general transfer on long
pending basis has been gen-
erated through a new soft-
ware, 'Human Resources
Management System', devel-
oped by Telangana State
Police. Guidelines for trans-
ferring and posting PCs, HCs
and ASIs were circulated to all
the Police personnel on 6th
May 2022.

All the eligible police per-
sonnel were notified through
the HRMS portal individual-

ly and were requested to exer-
cise the option of any four
places of their choice for
transfer. The options were
open from 12th May and
were closed on 21st May
2022. As many as 2,865
Personnel exercised their
choice. 

The options were processed
in the HRMS, resulting in a
66.66 per cent satisfaction
rate. The remaining 33 per
cent of personnel whose four
options could not be consid-
ered were then reconsidered
based on their previous post-
ings, options and their place
of residence. 

Transfer orders have been
issued on Thursday in respect
of 2006 PCs, 640 HCs and 219
ASIs, and individual orders
will be delivered electronical-
ly to all the above personnel.
Their relief and reporting at
the new place of posting will
also be done on the HRMS
portal.

Hyd City Police issue pending orders
for transfer of  PCs, HCs & ASIs
As many as 2,865 Personnel were  transfered

The accused, along with others, involved in 98 house burglary cases  
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PNS n HYDERABAD

Declaring that Transport
Minister Puvvada Ajay Kumar
has no loyalty to any party as he
had shifted from the CPI (M) to
the Congress and then to the
TRS, YSRTP President Y S
Sharmila said. Puvvada's hunger
for money had not been satiat-
ed even though he had amassed
assets and had grabbed lands.

She said that Puvvada had
grabbed the government as
well as private lands in
Khammam. Puvvada has
grabbed even roads and canals
apart from the lands of farmers,
she said.

She asked Puvvada, who had
no house earlier, as to how he
got 80 acres in Hyderabad.

She said that Puvvada wife's
company or his proxy compa-
nies execute all contracts grant-
ed in Khammam whether it is
worth Rs 100 or Rs 100 crore,

she said.
She said that a youth had

committed suicide unable to
bear the harassment of Puvvada.
Puvvada's dictatorship runs the
show in Khammam and it can
now be called rowdy rajyam, she
said.

Puvvada constructed four
roads and is giving an impres-
sion that he had done a lot, she
said and asked whether people
can live on roads.

Puvvada is the Transport
Minister, she said, and added
that one can understand what
the RTC's condition is. There
were no unions in the RTC, she
pointed out.

Puvvada has been removing
the statues of YSR, she said, and
asked him to focus on develop-
ment instead of behaving like a
rowdy.Sharmila addressed a
public meeting in Khammam
on Thursday as part of her Praja
Prasthanam padayatra.

Puvvada's hunger for money
cannot be satiated, says Sharmila

PNS n HYDERABAD

The state government must
speed up recruitment to gov-
ernment departments, senior
BJP leader Gudur Narayana
Reddy said on Thursday.

In a media statement, he said
the delay in completing the
recruitment process is leading
to despair among those who
have applied for the posts.

"Even though three months
have gone by after the
announcement by Chief
Minister K. Chandrasekhar
Rao in the Assembly on filling
80,000 posts in government
departments, the process is
going on at a snail's pace," he
said.He said that so far the gov-
ernment has given permission
to fill 35,200 posts in various
departments. No one knows
whether permission has been
given to fill the remaining
posts and when they would be
filled. Notifications have not

been issued and applicants
have been waiting for them,
Gudur said. 

He said that the TRS govern-
ment decided to fill the vacant
posts years after coming to
power. The unemployed were
elated by the decision and they
thought that their problems
would end soon. However, the
delay in completing the process
has poured cold water on their
hopes, Gudur added.

He said lakhs of people have
been preparing for the recruit-
ment examinations after the
announcement of the Chief
Minister. But they are not sure
even now when they would be
able to write the tests.

He said it seems that the TRS
has been deliberately delaying
the recruitment process to use
it for election purposes. It
wants to drag on the process till
the announcement of the
schedule for elections to the
Assembly, Gudur said.

The government wants to
keep the unemployed engaged
so that they would not come on
to the streets, he added.

The BJP leader said that the
Chief Minister came forward to
fill up the vacancies in the gov-
ernment departments after the
BJP applied pressure.

BJP leader Bandi Sanjay
Kumar had called for a million
march to the Assembly to pres-
sure the government to fill the
vacant posts in government

departments. Fearing the BJP's
protests the Chief Minister
announced the recruitment
process, he added.

He said that the movement
for Telangana was waged only
to secure the rights of the peo-
ple of Telangana regarding
water, jobs and funds. The
TRS government miserably
failed in providing jobs to
Telangana's youth, he said.

Gudur said that it also seems
that the TRS has been delaying
the recruitment process as the
treasury is empty. He said the
government was not in a posi-
tion to pay salaries to employ-
ees.The salary burden on the
government will go up after fill-
ing the vacant posts and the
government has been trying to
avoid that.

He urged Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao not to play
with the lives of youth who are
trying to enter government
service. 

Speed up Govt's recruitment process, urges Gudur

Nalgonda police arrest two chain
snatchers, recover 24 gold chains

PNS n NALGONDA

Nalgonda police on
Thursday arrested two inter-
state chain snatchers and
recovered 24 gold chains
from them, according to
District Superintendent of
Police Rema Rajeswari.

The arrested are Pallepaka
Lenin (27) and
Gunduguntla Shoban Babu
(24). They hailed from
Kallur vi l lage under
Neredchela mandal  in
Suryapet district.   

Rema Rajeswri told the
reporters that the police
had taken two persons into
custody during vehicle
check-up at Allagadapa toll
plaza. During the interroga-
tion, the accused confessed
to have committed 20 chain
snatching. They had com-
mitted 11 chain snatchings
in Nalgonda, 15 in Suryapet
distr ict  and one in
Khammam district.  They
had been committing crime
since 2020. The police seized
24 gold chains and 70,000
cash from the arrested per-
sons.  The modus operandi
of the accused was that they

used snatch gold ornaments
from the women and escape
on motorcycle.  The
Superintendent of Police
said that  Preventive
Detention Act would be
invoked against the accused. 

She further said the
accused used to eke out a
living as labourers. They
were addicted to vices and
started committing crime
to fund their vices.  

PNS n RAJANNA SIRICILLA

There are vegetarians and
non-vegetarians among peo-
ple. Some survive by eating
fruits and others taking sal-
ads. Some depend only on
milk. But, here is a strange
lady who survives by eating
pieces chalk. This has been
the old woman's daily intake
of food for the past 14 years. 

Another strange practice of
her is drinking water from
the same well without touch-
ing any other water.  She was
identified as Chintakula
Mallavva, a resident of
Bandanakal village of
Mustabad mandal of Sircilla
district. People who came
across her strange practice are
astonished at her keeping
good health. They want to
know whether piece of chalk
is edible at all. Noticing her
strange habit, her son and
daughter-in-law took her to
hospital and got her tested.
Doctors gave a clean bill of
health to her and did not find
anything wrong with her
health.  Her relatives and vil-
lagers are raising eyebrows
noticing the strange food
habits of Mallavva. 

She takes pieces of
chalk as her food!

Yoga practitioners take out rally in Kamareddy 
PNS n KAMAREDDY 

District Superintendent of
Police B Srinivas Reddy has
said that practicing yoga gives
peace of mind. 

Practitioners of yoga took
out a sobha yatra in the town

on Thursday under the aegis
of the Ayush Department and
Patanjali Yoga Samiti in con-
nection with eighth World
Yoga Day. The SP flagged off
the procession and advised
people to make practicing
yoga a part of their routine. 

Employees working in the
Ayush Department and
Patanjali Yoga Samiti members
took part in the rally. 

Doctors Venkateswarlu,
Devaiah, Anil Kumar, Yoga
Ramreddy and others took
part in the event. 

Kamareddy District Superintendent of Police B Srinivas Reddy flagging off Sobha Yatra in Kamareddy on Thursday

PNS n HYDERABAD

The verification of the certifi-
cates of those who have applied
for financial assistance under
the Mahatma Jyotibapule BC
Overseas Scholarship Scheme
will start from June 20. Details
have been posted on the PASS
Telangana website.

BC Welfare Commissioner
Principal Secretary Burra
Venkatesham, IAS, said,
“Candidates who applied in
March 2022 must come with
their original certificates as
per the details given on
https://telanganaepass.cgg.gov.i
n.” “A total of 571 people have
applied under the scheme of
which 438 are from BCs, and
133 are from EBC castes.
Candidates who have already
applied have been sent details
regarding the certification ver-
ification date, time and office
address via SMS,” he added.

Verification for BC Overseas
Scholarship  from June 20

World boxing champ from Nizamabad  Nikhat Zareen feted 
PNS n NIZAMABAD

Tumultous welcome has been
extended to IBA women's box-
ing champion for 2022 - Nikhat
Zareen -- when she arrived
here on Thursday. The district
administration felicitated her in
a befitting manner. 

Earlier she was taken round
the city from Pulang Cross
Roads to New Ambedkar
Bhavan via Collectorate in an
open top jeep. She was seen
greeting the people showing
them her gold medal. 

A bike rally by employees'
unions representatives, stu-
dents and youth formed the
front of her jeep. The bikers
were seen moving raising slo-
gans praising the champion. 

The atmosphere has been
electrified with the arrival of
the procession. 

As her procession reached
New Ambedkar Bhavan, Roads
and Buildings Minister Vemula
Prashant Reddy, ZP Chairman
Dadannagari Vithal Rao, MLAs
Bigala Ganesh Gupta, Shakil
Amir, Collector C Narayana
Reddy, police commissioner
KR Nagaraju, city mayor Nitu
Kiran and others extended
grand welcome to the champi-
on.  Later, she was felicitated in
a befitting manner. Her coach
Samsamuddin who initiated
her into the sport of boxing was
presented a purse of Rs 50,000. 

MLA Bigala Ganesh Gupta
presented her Rs 1 lakh, while
Shakil assured her to arrange a
felicitation function for her in
his Bodhan constituency and
allot her a house-site.  

Vemula Prashant Reddy
addressing at the felicitation
function said she put the name

of Nizamabad district and
Telangana state in general in
world boxing map and her vic-
tory as the boxing champion is
a wonderful incident. 

It is not a joke to emerge as
the number one champion in
globe in boxing, a sport which
is no bed of roses. 

Encouragement of her par-

ents and best training impart-
ed to her by coach made her
world champion, he said. 

Feeling proud for the
"Nizamabad bidda" (local
woman) for becoming world
champion, he said he was for-
tunate enough to have got an
opportunity to felicitate her. 

Referring to Chief Minister

K Chandrashekhar Rao has
been encouraging sports in
new state of Telangana, he said
that the government gave
incentives to several champions
like Saina Nehwal, Sania Mirza,
PV Sindhu, Malawat Purna,
Yendala Soundarya and others.
He recalled how the TRS gov-
ernment extended Rs 50 lakh
incentive to Nikhat for winning
gold in junior world boxing
category. 

He pointed out that KCR
announced a cash incentive of
Rs 2 crore, 600-square yard
house site and the job of a sub-
divisional police officer.
However, he said that all these
incentives pale in front of her
big achievement. He wished
that Nikhat Zareen achieve
many more successes and sur-
pass the renowned boxer Mary
Kom. 

District Collector C
Narayana Reddy praised her
for spreading greatness of India
in general and Telangana state
and Nizamabad district in par-
ticular across world. The lady
pugilist from Nizamabad
proved that she can hurl dead-
ly punches in global events. He
said that the country is earning
global reputation in sports
realm too. 

Every person of the state
should feel proud for her
achievements. She is a symbol
of perseverance and hard work,
he said extolling her. 

City Police Commissioner
Nagaraju has said that she
proved that the hard work, but
not luck, would pay and want-
ed youth to emulate her and
achieve success in their choic-
est fields. 

Boxing champion Nikhat Zareen being welcomed by officials in Nizamabad on Thursday

Rural sports complexes help
promote sports: Minister
PNS n WANAPARTHI

'We are lagging behind in
sports because of lack of
sports complexes, '  said
Minister for Agriculture S
Niranjan Reddy on Thursday.
A sporting culture at the
grassroots is the need of the
hour, he said.    

The Minister was inaugu-
rating a sports complex at
Karne Thanda under Khilla
Ghanpur mandal. Speaking
on the occasion, he said the
TRS government under the
leadership of Chief Minister
K Chandrashekar Rao has
embarked on establishing
sports complexes in every
village. The sports complex-

es, he said, were intended to
bring out hidden talent in the
youth and help India forge
ahead in sports, he pointed
out. 

The setting up of rural
sports complexes, he felt,
would help the youth in vil-
lages get enough physical
exercise. 

The sportspersons and the
physical education teachers
welcomed the government's
decision to set up rural sports
complexes, he said. Regular
physical exercise would
improve mental health and
ensure emotional wellbeing.
The Minister expressed his
gratitude to the Chief
Minister for taking the mea-

sures to set up rural sports
complexes.

Minister for Agriculture S Niranjan Reddy at a newly-opened sports complex at Karne Thanda in Wanaparthy district on Thursday

The sports
complexes, he said,
were intended to
bring out hidden
talent in the youth
and help India forge
ahead in sports, he
pointed out. The
setting up of rural
sports complexes,
he felt, would help
the youth in villages
get enough physical
exercise. 

PNS n HYDERABAD

During a Central Peace and
Welfare Committee meeting
held at  the CP of f ice,
Basheerbagh on Thursday,
city police commissioner CV
Anand said that Hyderabad
City has been the flag bearer
of Ganga-Jamuna Tehzeeb.
Ahead of the festivals starting
from June 30th, cops interact-
ed with the members of the
peace committee, which
comprised representatives
from various religions and
urged them to maintain
peace.

The peace committees
which were instituted in the
year 2002, had been instru-
mental as the participant's
close connections to the com-
munity placed them in a
unique position to identify
and intervene in community
issues early on, acting as a

link between the city police
and the people they serve.

CP Anand in his address
floated the idea of forming
peace forces composed of
the local youth at the ward
levels and exhorted the elders
to be proactive in guiding
them.All the zonal DCPs
were instructed to revamp the
peace committees with more
youngsters onboard and to
maintain frequent interac-
tions with the members. 

Let us spread positive over-
whelming content through
social media to foster peace
and harmony, said Anand.
While thanking the leaders
for maintaining peace in
Hyderabad, CP said the city
police have stepped up social
media monitoring and action
is being taken against persons
who are trying to disturb
peace. 

He urged leaders not to be

carried away by fake mes-
sages calling upon the com-
munity to hold protests.

The peace committee
members appreciated the ini-
tiative of the city police to call
representatives of different
religions and also thanked for
the work done in handling
security arrangements during
the festivals of various reli-
gions that were concluded
peacefully. Members assured
the police that they would
maintain utmost caution and
ensure that no untoward inci-
dent would occur. Later they
felicitated CP Anand.

The 17,000 police person-
nel guard the city 24/7 to pro-
tect the state capital which is
a home of diverse people
drawn from various parts of
the globe and HCP officers
strike the best possible bal-
ance between religious liber-
ty and public safety.

‘Youth can play pivotal role in
identifying community issues’

Hyderabad City Police Commissioner C V Anand addressing peace committee meeting in Hyderabad on Thursday

PNS n HYDERABAD

A group of  Bajrang Dal lead-
ers have lodged a complaint
with Hyderabad's Sultan Bazar
police against  noted actress
Sai Pallavi. She has been
accused of making controver-
sial remarks over cow vigilan-
tism and the film Kashmir
Files. The complaint stated
that action should be taken
against her. It is learnt that the
police have said that they will
take legal action against Sai
Pallavi after taking legal advice
on the complaint of Bajrang
Dal leaders.Sai Pallavi was
recently interviewed as part of
the promotion of his film
'Virata Parvam'. When asked
about her political leanings,
she said that she was ideolog-
ically neutral and thus grew
up. She said she did not know
if they were leftists or right-
wing groups. 

Case against Sai Pallavi
over remarks on Kashmiri
Pandits’ exodus

PNS n HYDERABAD

The students of Rajiv Gandhi
University of Knowledge and
Technologies-Basar (RGUKT-
Basar) on Thursday refused to
call off protest though the gov-
ernment announced the
appointment of Osmania
University professor Sateesh
Kumar as Director. The stu-
dents insisted that either Chief
Minister K Chandrashekar Rao
and Minister for Information
Technology K T Rama Rao
should visit the campus and
address their problems. They
declared that they would with-
draw the agitation until their
charter of demands were
met.Tension prevailed when
the police arrested CPI leader
K Narayana was arrested when
he went to the campus to
address the students. 

RGUKT-Basar
students persist
with protest

PNS n HYDERABAD

In a new development of
the Jubilee Hills gang rape
case, the police received
medical  report on the
accused. It was that all the
accused, including minors,
are 'potent.'

Sources said that the test
reports would form part of
the charge sheet to be filed
in the court of law. The
sixth minor, who is accused
of outraging the modesty of

the girl, need not undergo
the test as he was not
charged with assaulting the
minor sexually.

The test was conducted
as per section 53A of CrPC.
Those accused of rape or
rape attempt should under-
go a detailed examination
by a registered medical
practitioner. 

The potency test con-
firms that the accused in
the rape case are capable of
sexual intercourse. 

Test confirms all accused in
rape case are 'potent'

TRS govt attacked
Congress leaders to
please BJP: Revanth

PNS n HYDERABAD

TPCC President Revanth
Reddy said that the police
attacked Congress leaders
and cadres during the
party's Chalo Raj Bhavan
programme as per the
Centre's secret directions.

Speaking to the media
after being released from
the Bollaram Police Station,
Revanth said the TRS gov-
ernment ordered the police
to attack Congress leaders
and cadres to please the BJP.

He called upon Congress
cadres to stage dharnas
before government offices
at all district headquarters
to protest the lathi-charge
on Congress leaders and
cadres.He said the police
attacked NSUI activists first
and later Congress cadres.
DCP Joel Davis attacked
CLP leader Mallu Bhatti
Vikramarka after Congress
workers left the place.It is
painful that the police filed
false cases against former
Union minister Renuka
Chowdhary, who had
pulled the collar of
Panjagutta SI Upendra as
she was going to fall after
losing balance as someone
had pushed her from
behind.He asked whether
KCR and KTR would have
survived if the then
Congress government had
behaved in this manner
during the Telangana move-
ment.

Ensure no loss of life
this monsoon: KTR
PNS n HYDERABAD

With monsoons covering
Telangana, Minister K T
Rama Rao on Thursday
directed officials to ensure
that there is no loss of life
during this rainy sea-
son.  He held a
review meeting
with GHMC,
HMWSSB and
MAUD depart-
ment on Thursday. 

KTR directed
authorities to ensure
that the barricading of nalas
and other potentially dan-
gerous places is completed
and make sure there is no
loss of life. He said that the
works which are pending
inauguration should be
completed quickly.  He
asked the officials to be

alert and be very active
especially when it rains.
Water logging issues should
be attended immediately.
He urged the officials to
work in coordination with

other departments and
not leave the work in

the middle. 
The infrastruc-

ture works taken
up by
H M W S & S B

including the
construction of

Sewage Treatment
Plants (STPs), works being
executed by the  Musi
Riverfront Development
Corporation Ltd, progress
of link roads, Strategic Nala
Development Programme
(SNDP) works and other
developmental works were
reviewed.
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R UP: SIT arrests four men in 
1984 anti-Sikh riots case

T
he Special Investigation Team (SIT), probing the mass killings during the anti-Sikh riots
in 1984, arrested four men accused of setting a building to fire in which three persons
were burnt to death, a senior official said on Thursday. The arrests were made on

Wednesday by the SIT, headed by Deputy Inspector General of Police (DIG) Balendu
Bhushan Singh, from the Ghatampur area of Kanpur. The SIT, constituted by the Uttar
Pradesh government on May 27, 2019, on
the orders of the Supreme Court, has been
probing the anti-Sikh riots' cases for the last
three years and efforts are on to nab more
suspects, DIG Singh told PTI. It had
identified 96 persons as prime suspects, of
which 22 have died. Complete information
about 11 suspects was gathered and it
helped the SIT to nab four of them, he said.
The four arrested accused were identified as
Saifullah, Yogendra Singh, Vijay Narayan
Singh and Abdul Rahman, all sexagenarian
residents of the Ghatampur area.

Hijab issue: 19 Muslim girl 
students to miss studies

T
hree months after Karnataka High Court ruled that Muslim girl students should
abide by the decisions of the college development committees (CDCs) and wear
prescribed uniforms without hijab, 19 students of government first grade college at

Haleyangadi here have been skipping classes. The students, who are adamant on
wearing hijab in classrooms, are now on the verge of dropping out of the college as
they have neither written examinations
nor attended classes for the last three
months. Similar issues at university
college of Mangalore, government
first grade college at Uppinangady
were solved after discussions with
students and parents. However, the 19
students at Haleyangadi college are
facing loss of education after the
college authorities strictly prohibited
wearing of hijab inside the institution
as per the High Court verdict on
March 15. 

SC judge MR Shah falls ill in
Himachal, being airlifted to Delhi

S
upreme Court Judge Justice M R Shah was being airlifted to Delhi after falling sick
in Himachal Pradesh on Thursday, according to sources. Justice Shah suffered
some discomfort in the chest, they said. Chief Justice of India N V Ramana was in

touch with Justice Shah and the Ministry of Home Affairs to bring him to Delhi for
treatment, said the sources. Later in a
video message, Justice Shah said he
is stable and reaching Delhi. By the
grace of God. I am Ok and stable.
Nothing to worry (about). I am
reaching Delhi and you can see me.
You can watch. By the grace of God I
had the darshan' (in some temple)
yesterday (Wednesday) and the day
before and thereafter, I am leaving
with all blessings to me and my
family. God bless everybody and me
also, Justice Shah said in the video
circulated within the legal fraternity. 

Pak still trying to bleed India
with a thousand cuts: Rajnath
PNS n SRINAGAR

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Thursday said
Pakistan is continuously trying
to disturb peace in Jammu and
Kashmir through its approach
of bleed India with a thousand
cuts , but warned that a befit-
ting reply will be given if
attempt is made to hurt the
unity and integrity of the
nation.

Our neighbour has always
resorted to anti-India activities.
The state also witnessed terror
activities in the past. Pakistan
continuously tries to disturb
peace in the country through
its approach of bleed India with
a thousand cuts, Singh said
while addressing security
forces in Baramulla district.

The defence minister arrived
here on a two-day visit to
review the security situation in
the Union territory.

Singh, however, assured the
nation that if an attempt is ever
made to hurt the unity and
integrity of the country, the
armed forces will give a befit-
ting reply.

Lauding the security forces,
he said there has been a signif-
icant decline in the number of

terror activities in J&K recent-
ly due to the relentless efforts
of the personnel of armed
forces, BSF, CRPF and J&K
Police.

Our security forces are such
a protective shield for this
country that whoever tries to
break it, bleeds himself. The
nation has immense faith in
our forces who are always
ready to deal with any situa-
tion, Singh added.

The defence minister also
visited the forward areas and
took stock of the security sit-

uation along the border.
Chief of the Army Staff

General Manoj Pande,
General Officer
Commanding-in-Chief (GoC-
in-C) Northern Command Lt
Gen Upendra Dwivedi, GoC
15 Corps Lt Gen AS Aujla and
GoC 19 Infantry Division Maj
Gen Ajay Chandpuria accom-
panied the minister and
briefed him about the opera-
tional preparedness of the
armed forces, an official
spokesman said.

Singh commended the secu-

rity forces for fulfilling their
responsibilities efficiently even
in challenging situations,
describing their valour and
zeal as remarkable.

He lauded the security per-
sonnel for serving the country
with indomitable courage and
dedication and instilling the
sense of national pride in the
people, especially the youth.

Reiterating that India is a
peace-loving country which
has given the message of
'Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam' (the
whole world is one family) to
the world, Singh asserted that
we have never tried to hurt any
country in any way, nor have
we tried to capture even an
inch of anyone's land .

He exuded confidence that
the armed forces will face the
future challenges with full
strength and their valour and
dedication to build a golden
future of the country.

The defence minister is
scheduled to visit the Jawahar
Institute of Mountaineering &
Winter Sports at Pahalgam in
south Kashmir on Friday. He is
likely to be briefed about the
counter-terrorism operations
in south Kashmir belt as well
during his visit.

India, ASEAN agree to work
towards  strategic partnership
PNS n NEW DELHI

India and the ASEAN on
Thursday agreed to work
towards a comprehensive
strategic partnership that is
meaningful, substantive and
mutually-beneficial by further
enhancing their strategic ties.

This was stated in a state-
ment by External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar and his
Singaporean counterpart
Vivian Balakrishnan at the
India-ASEAN foreign ministe-
rial meeting being hosted by
New Delhi to mark the 30th
anniversary of its relations
with the 10-nation grouping.

Jaishankar and Balakrishnan
are the co-chairs of the two-
day meeting that began on
Thursday.

It is understood that the
meeting discussed the situation
in the South China Sea, a
resource-rich region that has
been witnessing increasing
Chinese muscle-flexing.

In their statement, the co-
chairs said the meeting reaf-
firmed commitment to multi-
lateralism founded on the prin-
ciples of international laws
including the Charter of the
United Nations, the 1982 UN
Convention on the Law of the
Sea (UNCLOS) and other rel-

evant UN treaties and conven-
tions.

The foreign ministers agreed
to work towards maintaining
an open and inclusive region-
al cooperation framework,
support ASEAN centrality in
the evolving rules-based
regional architecture and
uphold multilateralism in
jointly responding to regional
and global challenges.

The Association of
Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) is considered one of
the most influential groupings
in the region, and India and
several other countries, includ-
ing the US, China, Japan and
Australia, are its dialogue part-

ners.
In their statement, the co-

chairs said the meeting agreed
to further strengthen and
deepen the ASEAN-India
strategic partnership across
the whole spectrum of politi-
cal, security, economic, socio-
cultural and development
cooperation by utilising exist-
ing ASEAN-led mechanisms.

The meeting agreed to work
towards a comprehensive
strategic partnership between
the ASEAN and India that is
"meaningful, substantive and
mutually-beneficial by further
enhancing ASEAN-India
strategic partnership", they
said.

Authorities should strictly follow due process under law
PNS n NEW DELHI

Stating that "everything should
be fair" and authorities should
strictly follow the due proce-
dure under the law, the
Supreme Court Thursday gave
the Uttar Pradesh government
and its authorities three days to
respond to pleas which alleged
that the houses of those
accused in last week's violence
were illegally demolished.

There must be a sense
among the citizens that the rule
of law prevails in the country,
a vacation bench of Justices A

S Bopanna and Vikram Nath
said and urged the authorities
to ensure nothing untoward
happens until it hears the mat-
ter on June 21.

Everything should be fair.
We expect the authorities to
strictly follow the due proce-
dure under the law, it said.

The bench added, How do we
ensure their safety in the mean-
time? We have a duty towards
them. We should ensure their
safety in the meantime. Let us be
clear, they (accused) are also part
of society. Ultimately, when
someone has some grievances,

they should get a
chance to address
them. If this court
does not come to
their rescue, that
would not be
a p p r o p r i a t e .
Everything should
look fair.

The bench clarified that it
cannot stay the demolitions but
can only say that such action
should be strictly under the due
process of law.

Justice Bopanna said, We as
judges are also part of the
society. We also see what is

h a p p e n i n g .
Sometimes, we
also form our
impressions .

The top court
was hearing pleas
filed by the
Muslim body --
Jamiat Ulama-i-

Hind --- seeking directions to the
Uttar Pradesh government to
ensure that no further demoli-
tions of properties of alleged
accused of recent violence are
carried out in the State.

The Muslim body in its plea
has said that no demolitions of

properties be carried out with-
out following due process and
such exercise is done only after
adequate notice.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the Uttar
Pradesh government, and
senior advocate Harish Salve,
representing the Kanpur and
Prayagraj civic authorities, said
the due process of law was fol-
lowed and notice in one
instance of demolition was
given way back in August 2020.

Mehta said none of the
affected parties are before the
court and the Jamiat Ulama-i-

Hind has approached the court
seeking a generic order that
there should not be any demo-
lition.

Senior advocates C U Singh,
Huzefa Ahmadi, and Nitya
Ramakrishnan, appearing for
the Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind, said
statements are being made by
the highest constitutional
authorities, including the Uttar
Pradesh chief minister, and
demolitions are subsequently
being carried out without giv-
ing an opportunity to the
alleged riot accused to vacate
their houses.

SC ON UP DEMOLITIONS 

PNS n NEW DELHI

Soon, a person sending photo-
graph of a wrongly parked
vehicle may get a reward of Rs
500 in case the fine works out
to be Rs 1,000, Union Road
Transport and Highways
Minister Nitin Gadkari said on
Thursday.

Addressing an event here,
Gadkari, who is known for his
frank views, said that he is con-
templating a legislation to curb
the practice of wrongly parked
vehicles on streets, which often
results in the clogging of roads.

"Main ek kanoon laane wala
hun ki road par jo vehicle
khadi karega, uska joh mobile
se photo nikal kar bhejega,
usko agar Rs 1,000 fine hoga,

toh Rs 500 photo nikalane wale
ko milega. Toh parking ka
problem solve ho jayega (I am
going to bring a law under
which a person sending pho-

tograph of a wrongly parked
vehicle will get Rs 500 if the
total fine works out to be Rs
1,000. Then the problem of
parking will be solved)," he
said.

The minister regretted that
the people do not make park-
ing spaces for their vehicles,
instead, their vehicles occupy
the road.

In a lighter vein, he said, "My
cook in Nagpur also owns
two second hand vehicles...
Now, a family of four members
has six vehicles. It appears
that Delhiites are lucky people
as we have made road for
parking of their
vehicles...Nobody makes park-
ing spaces, most of them park
their vehicles on streets".

Law to reward person sending pics
of wrongly parked vehicle in offing

Govt job aspirants
block rly track

AGNIPATH ANGER 

PNS n NEW DELHI

More than a dozen defence
force aspirants on Thursday
stopped a train at Nangloi
Railway Station in outer Delhi by
lying down on tracks protesting
against the centre's Agnipath'
scheme that seeks to recruit sol-
diers on short term contract.

According to police,
around 15-20 people people
gathered at Nangloi Railway
Station around 9.45 am to
protest against a delay in rail-
way recruitment examina-
tions and against the
Agnipath Scheme.

They stopped a train which
was bound for Old Delhi from
Jind in Haryana, police said.

Police reached the spot
immediately where GRP staff
was also present, asked the
protesters to vacate the railway

track peacefully, they said.
The protesters said they

had applied for some govern-
ment jobs two to three years
ago, but the examinations for
the recruitment have not been
conducted yet, and they have
crossed the minimum eligibil-
ity age now, Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(outer) Sameer Sharma said.

At present the situation is
under control and all the stu-
dents have been dispersed from
the railway track, he said.

The central government on
Tuesday announced Agnipath'
scheme for the recruitment of
soldiers in the Army, Navy,
and Air Force on a short-term
contractual basis, apparently to
cut the ballooning salary and
pension bills and carve out a
youthful profile of the armed
forces.

PNS n NEW DELHI

A yoga week will be organ-
ised by the Delhi
University from June 21 to
mark the 8th International
Day of Yoga, officials said
on Thursday. 

A yoga camp-cum lec-
ture will also be organised
on June 22 where 1500
people will perform vari-
ous asanas. The world will
celebrate the 8th
International Day of Yoga
this year on June 21. 

"The university is
organising a Yoga week
from June 21 to 27. A yoga
camp-cum-lecture will
also be organised on June
22 as part of it," said DU
registrar Vikas Gupta. 

Yoga week is being
organised as a part of the
centenary celebration. K P
Singh, associate professor,
DU Department of library,
said, "On June 22, around
1,500 people including
teachers, students and
research scholars, will
gather to perform Yoga.
Yoga guru Baba Ramdev
will be the chief guest at
the event."

Delhi varsity to
organise ‘yoga
week' from
June 21

PNS n NAGPUR

The Nagpur bench of the Bombay
High Court has dismissed a review
petition, which sought that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and Home
Minister Amit Shah be disqualified
under Representation of the People
(RP) Act, 1951. The petitioner,
advocate Ram Khobragade, had
earlier filed a writ petition in this
connection, which was dismissed
by the high court on August 6 last
year. The petition demanded that

Modi and Shah be declared guilty of
"corrupt practices" under section
123 of the RP Act and disqualified
for alleged violation of the model
code of conduct during the 2019
Lok Sabha elections. The petitioner
had later filed a review petition,
which was also dismissed by the
high court on June 10 and imposed
a cost of Rs 500 on him, which it
ordered be deposited in the account
of the High Court Legal Services
Sub-Committee, Nagpur. A division
bench of Justices Sunil Shukre and

Anil Kilor dismissed the petition.
The petitioner submits that the
court has power to declare both the
respondents disqualified on the
ground that they indulged in corrupt
practices and this power is con-
ferred upon the court under Section
99 of the RP Act, it added. Section
99 of the Act deals with the power
of the high court trying an election
petition. This proposition of law
pertains to the nature of the orders
that may be passed by the high
court trying an election petition.

HC dismisses review petition against PM, Amit Shah

HC to pronounce
order on June 17
on pleas of Malik,
Deshmukh
PNS n MUMBAI

The Bombay High Court will
pronounce on Friday its order
on two petitions filed by
Maharashtra minister Nawab
Malik and former state home
minister Anil Deshmukh, both
jailed NCP legislators, seeking
permission to cast their votes
in the MLC elections sched-
uled on June 20. Justice N J
Jamadar on Thursday heard
extensive arguments by all
sides and reserved the verdict
for Friday.

During the day's hearing,
senior counsel Amit Desai,
who appeared for Malik, said
the minister's case was a sim-
ple request for going under
escort, while being in the
court's custody, to cast his vote.

Desai said though section
62(5) of the Representation of
the People Act imposed a
prohibition or an embargo
on those in prison from vot-
ing, such prohibition was on
account of "physical difficul-
ties" such as arranging for
security and creating requisite
infrastructure for prison
inmates to vote. "He (Malik) is
currently in a hospital and not
confined inside a prison. He is
also yet to be convicted, so he
is not disqualified from the
process of casting his vote,"
Desai said.

Cong seeks action
against ED officials
over selective leaks'
PNS n NEW DELHI

The Congress has sought
action against Enforcement
Directorate officials who
"selectively leaked" to some
media houses information
related to Rahul Gandhi's
questioning, as the party also
served a legal notice on three
Union ministers over the issue.

In the notice to Home
Minister Amit Shah, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
and Law Minister Kiren Rijiju,
the Congress MP and legal cell
head Vivek Tankha has asked
them to stop using the ED as
a tool to settle political scores,
and desist from "spreading
false narratives" about the for-
mer Congress chief.

The notice comes in the

wake of media reports claim-
ing that Gandhi has told the
ED that he has no knowledge
about the dealings of Young
India with Associated
Journals, which publishes the
National Herald, and that it
was done by the late party
treasurer Motilal Vora.

The notice also calls upon the
ministers to fix responsibility on
such officers of the Enforcement
Directorate who have resorted
to such "illegalities".

"This is a judicial proceed-
ing and selective leaks by the
ED to malign Rahul Gandhi's
image is a criminal offence and
an attempt to interfere with an
ongoing judicial proceeding
which is a second crime,"
Congress chief spokesperson
Randeep Surjewala said.

TN's objections ‘illegal’ and
‘meaningless’, says K'taka CM

MEKEDATU PROJECT 

PNS n DAVANAGERE 

Expressing confidence that
Karnataka's DPR on the
Mekedatu project will get
approval, Chief Minister
Basavaraj  B ommai on
Thursday termed Tamil
Nadu's  object ions to
Cauvery Water Management
Authority (CWMA) dis-
cussing the project at its
meeting as "illegal" and
"meaningless".

He reiterated that CWMA
has the powers to discuss

and decide on the matter.
"We need not respond to

everything they (TN) say;
there is no stay from the
Supreme Court; already the
matter has been referred to
CWMA; 15 meetings have
taken place, and CWMA has
the powers and accordingly
it may call a meeting next
week. We have put forward
our case and we are confi-
dent  about  our DPR
(Detailed Project Report)
getting approved," Bommai
said.



T
he Centre’s Agnipath scheme for recruitment of armed defence personnel has stoked
public protests across at least seven States, besides leading to a political slugfest.
Getting brickbats from across the political spectrum, the plan has expectedly been

criticised by several Opposition as well as BJP leaders. Naturally, the scheme is being
viewed as not only being against the aspirations of the nation’s youth but also a step
toward weakening the robust setup of our armed forces. While Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi advised the Prime Minister not to take the “agnipariksha” of unemployed youth,
his sister Priyanka wondered why the Government was making defence recruitment its
“laboratory”. Several other Opposition leaders, including SP president Akhilesh Yadav (“poten-
tially fatal move for nation’s future”), BSP supremo Mayawati (“the youth are dissatis-
fied and angry”), and even BJP MP Varun Gandhi prudently asked about the prospects

for these soldiers when the corporate sector doesn’t
show much interest in hiring even the regular military
personnel who retire after 15 years. The Government
should have seen all this coming, and taken steps to
preempt such vociferous protestations either by mak-
ing its policy details unambiguous or sealing all pos-
sible routes of inviting reproval.

These accusations and remonstrance, though clear-
ly borne out of political adversity and the desire for one-
upmanship and to score brownie points, do carry a
point. As only 25 per cent of the Agniveers will be
absorbed for regular employment after four years, the
scheme will actually result in a waste of training cost

and likely prove to be an unnecessary burden on the defence budget. Already military
recruitment has been suspended for more than two years on account of the COVID-19
pandemic. Since unemployed youth yearning to become soldiers cannot suppress their
zest, they are apparently running aimlessly. However, the bitter truth is that the tenacious
19-year-old Pradeep Mehra has not been running 10 km each night, nor did Suresh Bhuchar
carry the national flag 350 km from his Rajasthan village to Delhi, to join the Agnipath
scheme which is anyway ill-suited for Indian conditions. Since recruitment to the defence
forces is age-driven, this halt on recruitment has adversely impacted youngsters, most-
ly from rural areas, who suddenly find themselves stuck in limbo. Then there have been
tragic cases like the suicide by Pawan of Bhiwani district on becoming overage.

T
he Government’s decision to auction 5G airwaves will give a fillip to new-age busi-
nesses and boost machine-to-machine communications, Internet of Things (IoT)
and artificial intelligence (AI) across sectors including automotive, healthcare, agri-

culture and energy. A total of 72,097.85 MHz of spectrum with a validity period of 20
years will be auctioned by the end of July. The auction will be held for spectrum in
various low (600 MHz, 700 MHz, 800 MHz, 900 MHz, 1,800 MHz, 2,100 MHz, 2,300
MHz), mid (3,300 MHz) and high (26 GHz) frequency bands, an official press release
has said. Digital connectivity has not only brought people closer in terms of commu-
nication but also opened up new vistas in governance, business and economy. E-com-
merce, aggregation and other digital-enabled businesses have not just created unicorns

but also generated a large number of jobs. Broadband,
particularly its mobile version, has hugely impacted
lives. The 4G services have brought in a sea change
in the way people use their mobile phones. In fact,
change is so immense and all-encompassing that the
present-day scenario could not have been imagined
in 1995 when mobile services began at that time. With
extremely high tariffs — even on incoming calls —
owning a cell phone was a status symbol. And today
even the poorest of the poor own such phones; indeed
mobile telephony is playing a key role in bringing wel-
fare measures to the doorstep of those from the weak-
er sections.

Therefore, the Government should focus on the spread and quality of 5G services.
But sometimes economic policy in India gets hurt, even derailed, by the Government’s
impulse of revenue maximisation. The introduction of retrospective taxation to get more
money from Vodafone by the Congress-led UPA Government is a case in point; for
about a decade, it hurt the capabilities of India to attract foreign investment. Equally
pertinent to the telecom sector was the issue of adjusted gross revenue (AGR) dues.
This was an irrational demand made on telcos, which brought Vodafone Idea to the
brink of closure — something that was averted by a kind of package at the last moment.
The same impulse of revenue maximisation seems to be at play in 5G airwaves auc-
tion, for the reserve price of 5G airwaves at the auction, to be held in July-end, has
not been changed from the 2018 levels. Telecom companies wanted 90 per cent reduc-
tion in the reserve price of 5G airwaves. But following the Trai recommendations in
April, they have been cut by 39 per cent. By putting up 72GHz of 5G frequencies for
sale, the Government could earn net up to `4.5 lakh crore at base prices. While the
public exchequer receiving large sums is good news, it should not be at the expense
of the business it is getting the money from. The Government should be focused on
the wellbeing of the telecom sector and the businesses and activities associated with
it; when they thrive, tax revenue will zoom.

5G boost

MUSINGS ON THE NEXT PRESIDENT
Sir — It is remarkable that Sharad
Pawar and Nitish Kumar, who were con-
sidered the frontrunners in the race for
presidentship, have made it clear that
they are not interested in the post. They
have categorically ruled themselves out.
It is worth pondering why few nation-
al-level leaders aspire to be President. Has
the country’s highest constitutional post
lost its attractiveness? Perhaps the office
of President has now come to be per-
ceived in reductionist terms, ie as a rub-
ber stamp devoid of any real power. One
plausible explanation for the office lack-
ing lustre, perception-wise, is that it has
come to be held by those who have been
handpicked by the ruling party for
political or ideological considerations.

It implies that the President should
ideally be elected on the strength of
her/his personality. The post deserves
famous sons of India like Dr
Radhakrishnan and K Narayanan, who
were looked up to for their integrity, eru-
dition, sagacity and philosophical out-
look. Why shouldn’t Gopalkrishna
Gandhi, Kailash Satyarthi or Madhav
Gadgil or someone like them, who is
eminently qualified to be the First
Citizen, be considered for the post?
Whether it is possible for the President
to ever ‘outshine’ the Prime Minister,
even if s/he is not worth her/his salt is a
different question.

G David Milton | Kanyakumari

LOGIC BEHIND THE AGNIPATH SCHEME
Sir — The proposed ‘Agnipath Yojana’ for
the recruitment of soldiers in the armed
forces will help the Government cut its
salary and pension bills. Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, however, rejected such an
assumption. But the statistics of the last
few years do not back the Minister’s state-
ment. In 2020, the Government allocat-
ed `3.3 lakh crore for defence pension.
The allocation towards the defence sec-
tor in the 2022-23 budget was ̀ 5.25 lakh
crore, whereas the allocation for the pre-

vious fiscal was ̀ 4.78 lakh crore. It shows
the defence budget for 2022-23 is about
10 per cent higher than the previous year.

Again, the salary given to the Army
has also been increasing over the years.
In 2020-2021, `88,800 crore were paid
to the Army for salary and allowances.
This year, the Government has allocat-
ed `1.07 lakh crore for salary and
allowances of the Army. With the
strength of more than 11 lakh officers
and soldiers, the Army is the largest
among the three armies of our country.
In 2020, the Army had come out with a
preliminary proposal to make a rough
assessment of how much money could
be saved by such a scheme.

Abhijit Roy | Jamshedpur

THE BENEFITS OF DONATING BLOOD
Sir — Many thanks to The Pioneer for
publishing a useful and important arti-
cle, ‘Let us donate blood because we can’
(June 14) on the World Blood Donor Day.
Every year, this day is observed to pro-
mote awareness on the need for blood
donation and thank voluntary blood

donors for their life-saving gift. The host
nation for World Blood Donor Day 2022
is Mexico, and the theme this year is
‘Donating blood is an act of solidarity.
Join the effort and save lives’. Blood is
needed for all kinds of patient care: from
traumas to obstetrical haemorrhage to
haematological conditions.

Provider organisations can play an
important role in raising awareness of the
importance of donating blood. Besides
creating an opportunity to receive free
health screening, donating blood can help
lower blood pressure and the risk of heart
attack. Donating blood can lengthen a
donor’s lifespan and improve mental well-
being. The feeling someone gets by
helping an unknown person by donating
blood is something indescribable. By sim-
ply committing about 15 minutes of one’s
time, a life can be saved with minimal
effort. Where else can a small investment
yield such a great return?

Ranganathan Sivakumar | Chennai
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Path of fire?
The Agnipath scheme is drawing fire from all

quarters: Politicians, aspirants, general public

PICTALK

Locals stand on a road damaged by the flooded Pagladiya river at Goalbil village, in Baksa district PTI

LETTERS TO TTHE EDITOR

Digital connectivity has opened up new 
vistas in governance, business & economy

I
n Kedarnath, `9,100 are charged for

engaging a doli if the person weighs 70 kg

and below and `10,100 if the person weighs

above 70 kg. `7,000 are shared by the four

persons involved in the doli commute; mean-

ing that each person gets `1750 per trip.

Undoubtedly, those involved in carrying the

doli are humble and render such good ser-

vice that no customer can be niggardly at pay-

ing tips at the journey’s end. Then there are

porters who single-handedly carry devotees

to the hilltop in a basket tied to their back.

These people need payments commensurate

with the work they do.

But what is disturbing is that they

demand from the pilgrims their whimsical

‘fixed amount’ in the concluding session of

the journey. This practice needs to be desist-

ed at the intervention of either the temple man-

agement or the State Government. Tourists

and pilgrims, having already paid the hefty

amount, feel annoyed at the demand. That is

why the doli experience is a mixture of good

and bad. The helicopter facility should be made

available to all those who ask for it. If one uses

a doli, it takes a minimum of six hours going

to the temple and four hours climbing down.

Therefore, in the interest of all pilgrims in gen-

eral and senior citizens in particular, the

Government and the temple management

committee should take it seriously.

KV Seetharamaiah | Bengaluru

A mix of the good and bad

SOUNDBITE
Our efforts 
are to create a
youthful profile 
of the armed
forces.

Defence Minister
— Rajnath Singh

I’d really like to
emphasise the
heroism of the
Ukrainian people.
This situation is
martyring a 
heroic people.

Catholic Church head
— Pope Francis

Giving 

opportunities to 

the young in public

administration is

welcome.

Finance Minister

— Nirmala Sitharaman

SW and SW19. 
It’s a date. 2022,
see you there.

Tennis player
— Serena Williams

I am a person who
knows we really
can’t plan much.
We can only give
our 100 per cent.

Actor
— Rakul Preet Singh

ceed to the site, which result-
ed in escalation of the situa-
tion and more deaths.

This leads to the suspi-
cion that there is more to this
incident than what we have
been given to believe.
Context is important and
one must keep in mind that
this operation was undertak-
en based on intelligence pro-
vided at the highest levels,
duly vetted by the chain of
command. Moreover, just as
the intelligence provided had
suggested, a vehicle carrying
personnel suspected to be
militants was observed and
attempts made to halt it. The
troops opened fire only after
it didn’t halt, with expected
results. The real tragedy was
that the vehicle was in fact
transporting innocent min-
ers, instead of militants. This
raises suspicions that either
the information provided
was false or that the opera-
tion had been compromised
at the highest levels.

One also needs to factor
in the fact that eastern
Nagaland (where this inci-
dent occurred), led by the
Eastern Nagaland People’s
Organisation (ENPO), is agi-
tating for a new State, Frontier
Nagaland. This is due to per-
ceived ill treatment of the
local Konyak tribe, which is

the largest Naga tribe.
Moreover, well before this
operation had been undertak-
en, the ENPO had directed all
factions of the NSCN to desist
from operating in the area.
They had also developed
close ties with the Army
which, in turn, had helped the
Army achieve some major
successes against the
NSCN(K), the faction that
has yet to sign the ceasefire.

This state of affairs would
not have suited many, and
there is thus the distinct pos-
sibility that the NSCN leader-
ship, which has fairly strong
links within the Nagaland
Government, may have been
instrumental in deliberately
feeding wrong information to
intelligence sources, to place
the Army and the Centre in
an untenable position. Not
only would such an incident
put severe strain on the rela-
tionship between the ENPO
and the Army but also provide
local political parties and civil
society groups to demand
AFSPA removal, which would
lead to de-induction of the
Army from the State.

This would give the
NSCN factions a free run to
indulge in what can best be
termed the “business of insur-
gency” and thrive on a range
of illegal activities ranging

from drugs and small arms
smuggling to human traf-
ficking which they indulge in
along with transnational
criminal syndicates.
Economic clout has enabled
them to subvert elements
within polity, bureaucracy
and the security establish-
ment.

In the final analysis, while
accountability is extremely
important and provides clo-
sure to the families of those
killed, the Centre must pro-
ceed with abundant caution.
From the evidence available,
it appears that the Special
Forces personnel involved
are but pawns in a much larg-
er and complex game. It has
implications on the smooth
and peaceful integration of
the region into our national
fabric. It is the Centre’s
responsibility that soldiers
are not sacrificed to 
allow criminals to make good
in a game of political oneup-
manship.

(This is the concluding
part of the series.)

(The writer, a military
veteran, is a Visiting Fellow
with the Observer Research
Foundation and Senior
Visiting Fellow with The
Peninsula Foundation,
Chennai. The views expressed
are personal.)

There are grave suspicions that either the information provided was false 

or that the Mon operation had been compromised at the highest levels

IT HAS BEEN
ALLEGED THAT THE

DSP CALLED UP
THE VILLAGERS

AND ASKED THEM
TO PROCEED TO

THE ENCOUNTER
SITE, WHICH
RESULTED IN

ESCALATION OF
THE SITUATION

AND MORE 
DEATHS

DEEPAK SINHA

Implications of
Nagaland tragedy

T
his columnist’s piece
yesterday drew atten-
tion to the farcical
nature of the investiga-

tions conducted by the
Nagaland Police into
December’s tragic incident in
which six coalminers were
mistakenly killed by troops
from a Special Forces unit in
Mon district. Prior to the SIT
even beginning its work,
Nagaland DGP T John
Longkumer and Divisional
Commissioner (Kohima)
Rovilatuo Mor made serious
accusations against the Army
unit involved, based purely
on hearsay and speculation.

By their own admission, the
accusations were based on
information conveyed by vil-
lagers who reached the scene
four hours later. The same vil-
lagers attacked the detachment
and killed a soldier and injured
the rest while they were still
awaiting the police’s arrival.
Not only does it put serious
doubts on the credibility of
their statement, but also casts a
deep shadow on the work of the
SIT, composed wholly of per-
sonnel from the Nagaland
Police, on its ability to carry 
out a free, fair and unbiased
investigation.

The fact that the police
have rushed ahead and decid-
ed to chargesheet 30 Army
personnel, accusing them of
crimes under various sections
of the IPC, including murder
and attempted murder, among
others, without awaiting the
requisite sanction from the
Centre, suggests that they are
under certain pressure.
However, what is truly intrigu-
ing is that the police never
reached the incident site till
much after the mob had
attacked the personnel and
forced them to flee. Among the
many questions that the DGP
needs to answer, an important
one would be the reason for the
police’s lack of response. It is
well-established that the police
were informed of the incident
within minutes by the Army.
Yet, despite the nearest police
post being just 40 minutes
away, the police did not respond
at all. In fact, it has been alleged
that the DSP called up the vil-
lagers and asked them to pro-



given that Vande Bharat trains had
proved to be remunerative. As for
the question of financial viability,
IR has leapfrogged to spend mul-
tiple times more on infrastructure
upgrade since 2014, underlying
government’s belief that invest-
ments would drive growth of rail-
ways and country’s economy by
borrowing heavily and, therefore,
IR’s financial performance in iso-
lation is not a deterrent to govern-
ment investments.

It is important to review the
announcements made when
Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw visited the ICF recently.
It was announced that the third
rake, or the first prototype of the
revised-specification train, is
expected to roll out in the first week
of August, to be followed by the
second prototype in the second
week of August.

After the rolling out of the
trains, prototypes would be put on
trial for 45 days before launching
commercial services. This means a
delay of some months from the ear-
lier announcements but that is not
important. In case the testing is
indeed completed in 45 days it
would be a great progress which
would clear the way for quick seri-
alization of manufacture at ICF.

A word about the revised
specification: Revision of the
specification was an exercise dri-
ven by extraneous factors and not
by any deficiency in the product;
it attempts to enhance the accel-
eration of a train which was at
the optimum already or improve
the ride index of a train which is
acknowledged to have a 
ride-comfort far superior to the
existing coaches.

The die was already cast by the

time the thrust came for a large
number of trains. One can only
hope that these pointless modifi-
cations do not come in the way of
proliferation of the trains due to
some unforeseen complication;
these changes have already set the
project back by three years.

It is not that the train does not
need improvement. The ICF did
build a great train but was it
world-class? Not quite. They want-
ed to, but they were running
against time; they were trying to do
something in 18 months against the
global norm of 36 to 42 months.
The improvements relate to passen-
ger amenities like more comfort-
able seats, spacious catering para-
phernalia, finish of the interiors,
reliability of light fittings and sim-
ilar issues, in addition to some
minor technical issues like venti-
lation of traction motors and pro-
vision of shatter-proof glass. One
hopes that these issues have been
addressed appropriately.

It was also announced that the
production capacity of Vande
Bharat rakes at the ICF was being
enhanced from four to six rakes per
month to meet the target of 75
Vande Bharat trains in 75 weeks.
The ICF may be eager to go into a
mad rush to meet, or at least
reach close to, this ambitious time-
line declared by the PM, but this
seems too far fetched.

The ICF has not made any rake
for more than three years and to
claim its capacity of four rakes per
month is bizarre, let alone its
upgrade to six rakes per month.
Heavens would not fall if the ICF
goes about making these trains
cautiously to ensure that the qual-
ity does not get compromised.
The country had waited for

decades for modern train sets till
2018-19. It can wait a little more;
the tearing hurry, which may
impact continued reliability, should
be avoided.

Then there was the declaration
that IR had finalised the plan of set-
ting up depots for maintenance at
15 stations on the 28 routes of
Shatabdis and other intercity trains.
Can we really run these trains in
large numbers all over the country
without a robust plan for mainte-
nance and training? Shall we push
these rakes on unprepared railway
zones, running the risk of frequent
cancellations and disruptions due
to maintenance downtime and
reduced reliability? Once again, IR
must tread with caution.

The intended routes should
first be concentrated around two or
three depots in addition to Delhi;
and only after a robust regime of
running and maintaining at least 30
rakes is consolidated, should they
think of introducing more routes
which would necessitate addition-
al maintenance depots.

IR also needs to address other
important issues like development
of sleeper and energy-efficient alu-
minium-bodied versions to replace
Rajdhanis. It is quite an overreach
to run 104 trains, which are on
order, only in day time services like
Shatabdis, simply because we do
not have that many viable day ser-
vices at present.

IR has come very far in giving
a much-needed fillip to the Vane
Bharat project but they must move
with circumspection instead of
moving rashly. The country is
hoping to see an improved avatar
of Vande Bharat trains and those
hopes should not be dashed
because of hasty execution.

Haste can impair the
Vande Bharat project

WHEN LAWFUL ACTION IS TAKING PLACE IN 
A CASE OF CORRUPTION, THE CONGRESS IS 
DOING THIS DRAMA.
— BJP NATIONAL SPOKESPERSON
SAMBIT PATRA

YOU HAVE QUESTIONED HIM 
(RAHUL GANDHI) FOR 30 HOURS 

ALREADY … AND AGAIN CALLED HIM!
— CONGRESS LEADER

ABHISHEK SINGHVI

N
ew Delhi played host to the Special Asean-India Foreign Minister’s
Meeting (SAIFMM) to mark three decades of dialogue and a decade
of strategic level engagement with Asean this week. The SAIFMM

was preceded by a senior officials’ in-person meeting. The senior offi-
cials of Asean, which is a regular platform for engagement, had last
interacted virtually in May 2022. During the virtual meeting in May, India
had talked about the “convergence between the Asean Outlook for the
Indo-Pacific (AOIP), India’s Indo-Pacific Oceans’ Initiative (IPOI) and Indo-
Pacific policies announced by several ARF countries.” The focus for
all the meetings had been on security, post-pandemic recovery, devel-
opment of resilient supply chains, cybersecurity and open transparent
rules-based maritime zones. The Asean leaders held a special summit
with US President Joe Biden in Washington DC in April. The summit
was high on political and regional posturing but lacked economic push.
The US-Asean relationship is likely to be elevated to the “comprehen-
sive economic partnership” status towards the end of the year. However,
this would not guarantee a wholehearted support from all of Asean for
a US-led Indo-Pacific order. Most of the nations in the southeast Asian
neighbourhood, which constitutes Asean, are striving for greater eco-
nomic engagement with rich nations. The US has investments worth
$330 billion in Asean nations. However, as many analysts have point-
ed out, the US has taken a back seat in furthering its economic engage-
ments and trade relations with Asean. This has led to an aggressive
China-led Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) dic-
tating most of the economic agenda. Notably India is not part of RCEP,

which is the largest free trade agreement in force. The Asean countries
have been using the RCEP+ model to negotiate favourable agreements
with large trading partners such as EU and Canada. 

The Asean members’ agility in negotiating trade and economic rela-
tions has also seen many of the member countries joining the recent-
ly announced Indo-Pacific Economic Framework in Tokyo. India has had
a free trade agreement in place with Asean members since 2010; how-
ever, it has always seen a trade imbalance, with imports exceeding
exports by huge margins. Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal, speaking
at an event for Asean trade and finance ministers, had last year lament-
ed, “It is unfortunate that in the recent past, we had to deal with sev-
eral restrictive barriers on our exports in the Asean region, particular-
ly in the agriculture and auto sectors.” The rising challenges of non-
tariff barriers, import restrictions, export taxes by Asean countries, togeth-
er with backdoor entry of China (read China-made goods) through Asean
countries is a major cause of concern for India. There have been ongo-
ing talks for setting up a review panel on the India-Asean FTA for a more
equitable growth for the partners. India has been looking at expanding
the Asean FTA to include several novel aspects of such as services,
digital economy, electronics, supply chains, fisheries, etc. The goal, as
highlighted by the Minister, is to take the economic relationship from
nearly $80 billion to $200 billion. It might be a difficult FTA review for
India to pull out, given it is entering in parallel negotiations with bodies
such as the EU and UK. The EU and UK trade agreements could include
negotiations on some of the novel aspects including those related to
the digital trade on which India has apprehensions. These upcoming
negotiations could have dedicated work groups on cross-border data
flows, data privacy related topics, on some of which India has chosen
to tread a path different from that of the Western world. India’s posi-
tion on these new-age trade issues with the developed world could shape
its negotiations with existing partners such as Asean.

(The writer is a policy analyst. The views 
expressed are personal.)
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SUDHANSHU MANI

Wants several novel aspects 
of services to be included

IT IS NOT 
THAT THE

TRAIN DOES
NOT NEED

IMPROVEMENT.
THE ICF DID

BUILD A GREAT
TRAIN BUT

WAS IT
WORLD-

CLASS? NOT
QUITE. THEY
WANTED TO,

BUT THEY
WERE

RUNNING
AGAINST TIME

(The writer is retired
General Manger, Indian

Railways. The views
expressed are personal.)

A
content creator from
Noida, along with his
husky dog Nawab,

recently visited the famous
Kedarnath shrine dedicated to
Lord Shiva (also known as
Pashupati, the lord of animals).
Many people praised the footage
of Nawab paying homage to the
stone figure of a seated Nandi
(the bull vahana of the Lord of
Kedarkhand) and receiving
blessings from the priest.

However, some people got
offended and filed an FIR
against the pet owner (but not
against the priest) for hurting
their religious sentiments. Mr.
Tyagi, the pet owner, said that
people should not be so bitter
that they don’t spare a creature
that can’t even defend itself. 

Nepal and India revere dogs.
The scriptures stress feeding
animals, especially dogs, on

Saturday. According to the
Puranas, Indra’s female dog,
Sarama, is the mother of all wild
creatures. Many temples have
dog murals. The Pandavas erect-
ed the Kilkari Bhairava Temple
in Delhi. Dogs are common in
this temple since they are Lord
Bhairava’s vehicle. The same
goes for Gujarat’s Goddess
Hadkamai, whose vahana is a
dog. The Khandoba and
Mallana in the Deccan plateau
and Revanta on the Eastern
plateau (Bihar and Bengal), are
all revered as guardian deities of
animals.

According to Islam, Allah
has given humans authority
over animals. To treat animals
inhumanely is thus to contra-
vene Allah’s will.

Kindness to animals is also
connected with righteousness in
Hebrew texts. The story of Jonah

also offers insight into God’s
concern for animals.

While Nawab, which had
visited many temples before,
faced the ire of the more vocal,
privileged, and ‘rational’ human
species, the new government in
Punjab came up with a Tuglaq-
like diktat banning pets in gov-
ernment accommodations.
There is no precedent for such
a move. The government was
forced to withdraw the order
within a week after a justifiable
outcry.

Soon after, a prominent
high-rise in Vasundhara,
Ghaziabad, came up with its

own set of rules banning entry
of pets in green areas, parks, and
basements. They even went
ahead and proposed that people
have to take clearance from
their residents’ welfare associa-
tion (RWA) before getting a new
pet. The Noida Authority, in one
of the tweets, prevented the
entry of animals into one of its
parks.

These two examples from a
state having an ardent animal
lover as Chief Minister!

The Vedas say, “Sarva-
bhuta-hita.” This encourages
people to see life in all animals.
People who can’t understand this
idea of life miss the whole point
of being alive and risk losing
their humanity.

Article 51A (g) of the Indian
Constitution deems it a funda-
mental duty of all people to
exhibit “compassion for living

creatures.” The Animal Welfare
Board of India (AWBI), a statu-
tory body established under
Section 4 of the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals (PCA) Act,
1960, mandates in its 2015 cir-
cular that the general body of an
RWA cannot frame bye-laws or
amend them in a manner that is
at variance with the laws of the
country. The Thane Consumer
Dispute Redressal Forum
ordered a housing society to pay
the complainant pet owner
towards compensation and legal
expenses when the com-
plainant’s dog was not allowed
to use the lift.

The AWBI also encourages
the use of parks by pets and sug-
gests arriving by consensus at
timings acceptable to all resi-
dents.

The Kerala High Court in
People For Animals vs. State of

Kerala (2021) held that the
clauses in the byelaws of RWAs
that seek to prevent
owners/occupiers of residential
apartments from keeping pet
animals of their choice in the
residential apartments are illegal,
unconstitutional, and unen-
forceable in law. The court fur-
ther stressed that RWAs should
stop posting signs prohibiting
pets on their premises.

The Supreme Court of India
in AWBI vs. A. Nagaraja & Ors
(2014) emphasized that “animal
rights” is an issue of “seminal
importance.”

In determining whether an
action is ethically correct, the
total amount of good that will
result is compared against the
entire amount of harm that will
result. All religions talk about the
cyclical embodiment of all liv-
ing beings. RWAs’ colonial

mindset stems from the concept
of speciesism—‘a prejudice or
attitude bias in favour of the
interests of members of one’s
own species and against those of
members of another one.’

The Kerala High Court
lashed out at this anthropocen-
tric view of RWAs that humans
alone are seen as morally wor-
thy and privileged to enjoy the
bounties that nature has to offer.

Thankfully, we have a judi-
ciary but the states should step
up to set up active state animal
welfare boards. Pet owners
should come forward to educate
their ignorant RWAs. They cel-
ebrate Gandhi Jayanti in parks
(with ‘pets banned’ signage).
They must reflect on Gandhi’s
statement: “The greatness of a
nation and its moral progress
can be judged by the way its ani-
mals are treated.”

The Vedas say, ‘Sarva-bhuta-hita,’ which encourages people to see life in all animals

RWAs must give up biases, actions against pets

(The author is a medical
doctor, teacher, disability
rights activist and a pet

lover. The views expressed
are personal.)

SATENDRA SINGH

KUMARDEEP BANERJEE

I
t was significant that the Integral
Coach Factory (ICF) of Indian rail-
ways (IR) conceived but also mar-
shaled and achieved the impossible in

2018—Train 18/Vande Bharat Express, a
world class train. A sterling team of bril-
liant engineers and technicians from ICF
and the allied industry came together with
great synergy and delivered Train 18/Vande
Bharat Express, which was made entirely
in India in just 18 months at a fraction of
what it would take both in terms of time
and cost, anywhere across the globe.

This train caught the imagination of
people because they saw it as a symbol of
resurgent and aspirational India; the first
time that a rolling stock project of this mag-
nitude was executed from concept-to-man-
ufacturing entirely in India. The train paved
the way for a whole new ballgame in rail
transportation—not a mere organic con-
tinuation of what IR had been used to be
producing in respect of trains but a coura-
geous, transformational leapfrog into the
future, a signal that India had arrived on
the global scene in the Rail sector.

The first train was launched between
New Delhi and Varanasi by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, and the second one
between New Delhi and Katra by Home
Minister Amit Shah in 2019. Shortly
after, some negativity emerged out of the
blue. The train was scandalised, but since
it was working flawlessly, the mud did not
stick; some unscrupulous media houses
persisted though. Soon the entire team
responsible for Vande Bharat trains was
victimized through bogus vigilance cases.

Even as this negativity continued,
delaying furtherance of the project, the two
trains continued trouble-free service and
then came the announcements by the PM
on August 15, 2021, that 75 such trains
would ply across the country in 75 weeks.
A new Minister had taken charge. Vibes
had changed dramatically.

The Budget this year sprang another
surprise by Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman that 400 Vande Bharat trains
would be manufactured in the coming
three years. Meanwhile, the Central
Vigilance Commission threw away the vig-
ilance cases, restoring the dignity and hon-
our of the team which built the train.

Negativity is a thing of the past now.
It is time to look at the future dispassion-
ately against the backdrop of the plan to
introduce 400 Vande Bharat trains. The
common refrain in Railway and industri-
al circles has been that the government had
overreached because, while not even one
train had been made after the success of
the first two in 2018-19, the financial per-
formance of IR was so poor that such a
massive investment in passenger trains,
which are largely losing propositions,
seemed out of place.

A more practical analysis would, how-
ever, be that the government had shown
its intent, and the question should be how,
and not whether, this can be achieved,

IR has done well in giving a fillip to the Vande Bharat project but now
it must move with circumspection
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MONEY MATTERS

E
quity indices faced
heavy drubbing on
Thursday after an initial

rally, with the Sensex
tanking 1,045.60 points
amid a largely bearish trend
overseas after the US
Federal Reserve hiked rates
by 75 basis points.
Across-the-board selling
played havoc on the

headline indices, with index majors Reliance Industries and HDFC
twins contributing most to the decline.Despite a smart rally in
morning trade, the BSE benchmark failed to hold on to the gains
and plummeted 1,045.60 points or 1.99 per cent to settle at
51,495.79 -- its fifth day of decline.During the day, it tumbled
1,115.91 points or 2.12 per cent to its one-year low of 51,425.48.
On similar lines, the NSE Nifty plunged 331.55 points or 2.11 per
cent to close at 15,360.60.From the Sensex pack, Tata Steel, Tech
Mahindra, IndusInd Bank, Wipro, Bharti Airtel, Bajaj Finance, Kotak
Mahindra Bank and NTPC were the biggest laggards.
Nestle India was the only gainer.Elsewhere in Asia, markets in
Shanghai and Hong Kong settled lower, while Tokyo and Seoul
ended marginally higher.Markets in Europe were trading sharply
lower in mid-session deals.Stock exchanges in the US ended with
sharp gains in the overnight session on Wednesday despite the rate
hike by Fed.

Markets go into tailspin after Fed

rate hike; Sensex tumbles 1,046 pts

T
he retail businesses
across India witnessed
a growth of 24 per

cent in May this year
against the pre-pandemic
level of the same month in
2019, according to
industry body RAI.As per
the latest 'retail business
survey' by the Retailers
Association of India (RAI),

sales in western India grew by 30 per cent, while eastern India
showed a growth of 29 per cent compared to the pre-pandemic
sales level in May 2019.Similarly, southern India posted a rise of 22
per cent and northern India grew 16 per cent, it added.RAI CEO
Kumar Rajagopalan said, "It is encouraging to see a steady
improvement in sales with 23 per cent growth in April and 24 per
cent in May as compared to the pre-pandemic levels".Categories,
such as garments and footwear, have begun to do well on account
of the ongoing wedding season and resumption of work from office,
he added."

Retail businesses grow 24 pc in May

against pre-pandemic level: Report

PNS n NEW DELHI

The government is gearing up
to increase the stock of coal
at power plants to 40 million
tonne (MT) during the mon-
soon season, Union power
minister R K Singh said.

Speaking to PTI, the min-
ister said right now, there are
reserves of around 22.9 MT
at the power plants.

"On April 1, our reserve
stock at power plants was at
24 MT. On April 30, it came
down to 19 MT and on May

15, it came down to 15 MT.
However, because of (coal)
imports, it has gone up to
about 22.9 MT again," the
minister said, replying to a
question related to coal avail-
ability.

When asked if the govern-
ment is planning to increase
the buffer stock of coal antic-
ipating production and sup-
ply issues during the
approaching rainy season, he
replied in affirmative.

"This happens every year
during the rainy season. The

domestic coal production
falls. So we are preparing for
that. During the monsoon
July-September,  dai ly
demand will come down to
2.1 MT because the temper-
ature will drop.

"But at the same time
domestic coal supply will
also come down. So, the gap
will be increasing. 

That's why this import is
happening. I believe the
buffer should be at least in
the range of 40 MT," the
minister said.

Govt aims to build 40 MT
coal stocks at power plants

PNS n NEW DELHI

The Securities Appellate
Tribunal (SAT) has set aside
Sebi's direction that derecog-
nised Indian Commodity
Exchange Limited (ICEX) as a
bourse on certain conditions,
including raising requisite funds
within one year.

The appellate tribunal said
that "ship may be sinking, but
the leaks could be plugged and
could be kept afloat" and every
effort must be made to revive
the exchange.

In its order passed on
Monday, the appellate tribunal
has given relief to ICEX on cer-
tain conditions. This included
all trading operations on ICEX
would remain suspended until
it raises the requisite funds and
complete all compliances to
the satisfaction of Sebi within
one year.

Among other conditions,
SAT said the money available in
the Investor Protection Fund
and Investor Services Fund of
ICEX will only be utilised for
settlement of any claims, if any,
and will not be utilised for any
other purposes.If ICEX raises
the requisite funds and com-
pletes all compliances within
one year, it can approach Sebi
for resuming trading operations.
In case it fails, the regulator
would be open to pass an order

for withdrawal of the recogni-
tion of ICEX's commodity
derivative exchange after giving
an opportunity of hearing.

Further directions were
passed by Sebi asking ICEX to
deposit the money lying in the
Investor Protection Fund and
Investor Services Fund of the
exchange to the Investor
Protection and Education Fund
of Sebi.

Also, ICEX challenged its
derecognition which was noti-
fied by Sebi in the official
Gazette on May 18 following the
order.

Setting aside Sebi's order,
SAT said the approach of the
capital markets regulator was
"harsh and arbitrary" as ICEX all
along had requested for certain
concessions.

"The request of the appellant
(ICEX) should have been con-
sidered sympathetically and
cannot be brushed aside with a

one line observation that the
appellant is only seeking conces-
sions and are not complying
with the other requirements. All
the compliances to be made are
based on funds which the appel-
lant is facing financial crunch,"
the tribunal noted.

On the exchange's request for
one year's time to bring in the
funds, SAT said such request
should have been considered
and accepted and should not
have been rejected on the
ground that no plan has been
given. Sebi's finding that the
MD and CEO has resigned
from the exchange and that it is
unlikely that ICEX will find suit-
able Key Managerial Personnel
(KMP) and that two out of three
Public Interest Directors (PIDs)
have resigned are not such
drastic matters which could
lead to a conclusion that the
recognition of exchange should
be withdrawn, the tribunal said.

PNS n MUMBAI

The share of contactless cards,
which help a customer pay at
a merchant by tapping the
card on a device, grew to 16 per
cent in December 2021, glob-
al payments major Visa said on
Thursday.

The number of usage of
contactless cards during face-
to-face transactions at mer-
chants' end was less than 2.5
per cent in December 2018, the
company, which commands a
big share of the market, said.

It can be noted that the RBI
regulations now allow users to
pay up to Rs 5,000 per trans-
action through the contactless
alternative, which does not
require a four-digit PIN code.

The maximum limit has been
capped keeping security con-
cerns in mind, wherein just the
presence of a card can result in
losses to the user.

Visa's head of products and
solutions for India and South

Asia Ramakrishnan Gopalan
said that availability, conve-
nience, utility, and security are
the key drivers of growth in
contactless cards.The report
done in association with pay-
ments processing company

Worldline India said the high-
est adoption of contactless
payments was observed in sec-
tors like quick-service restau-
rants, pharmacies, food, gro-
cery, etc., which accelerated
with the impact of the pan-
demic.In supermarkets, a

fourth of the overall transac-
tions were done using contact-
less cards in January 2020,
which has increased to 31 per
cent in January 2022, it added.

Delhi-NCR, Karnataka,
Gujarat, and Telangana had the
highest proportion of contact-
less transactions and penetra-
tion, across debit and credit
cards in 2020 and 2021, the
report said.

"Coupled with the increasing
merchant acceptance of con-
tactless cards, we are seeing not
only in metro cities but in non-
metro cities as well, we antic-
ipate contactless payments to
be a key driver of digital pay-
ments in the future,"
Worldline's senior vice presi-
dent Sunil Rongala said.

Contactless cards account for 16 pc  transactions in Dec 2021

PNS n NEW DELHI

South Korean auto major
Hyundai is undeterred by the
threat to its position as the sec-
ond-biggest car maker in India,
and believes that it will contin-
ue to do well in the market as
it has done over the last two
decades, according to a senior
company official.

The auto major, which has
been facing tough competition
from Tata Motors for the sec-
ond spot in the domestic pas-
senger vehicle industry, is
counting on its continuous
focus on new product launch-
es and the introduction of
new technologies to maintain
its leadership in the market.

"What I can say is that we
are a long-term player and we
have no reason to believe that
we will not do well," Hyundai
Motor India Ltd (HMIL)
Director-Sales, Marketing,
Service Tarun Garg told PTI in
an interaction.

He was replying to a query
if the company would be able
to hold on to the second spot
in the domestic passenger
vehicle segment this fiscal.

In the past six months, Tata
Motors has surpassed Hyundai
twice in terms of dispatches to
the dealers.

"We will definitely do well
and make efforts to not only
get volumes but to offer sus-
tainable offerings to the cus-
tomer. I think that is very very
important, we should not lose
focus on our long-term sus-
tainable goals.

"In the past two years, there
has not been any let-off in new
model launches or on the up-
gradation of models, so we
have never let the foot off the
accelerator and I believe, we
will continue to bring in solu-
tions for the customers," Garg
said.He noted that the compa-
ny is a long-term player and its
efforts and identity could not
be limited by one month sales
number.

"We are a long-term player
and a month here and a month
there doesn't give the true
picture.

Hyundai undeterred by threat to lose
second-biggest carmaker position in India

PNS n NEW DELHI

The sharp increase in aviation
turbine fuel (ATF) prices and
the depreciation of the rupee
have left the domestic airlines
with no choice but to imme-
diately raise airfares, said Ajay
Singh, Chairman and
Managing Director, SpiceJet,
on Thursday.

A minimum 10-15 per cent
increase in air fares is required
to ensure that cost of opera-
tions are better sustained,
Singh said in a statement.

The ministry had imposed

lower and upper limits on
domestic airfares based on
flight duration when services
were resumed on May 25,
2020, after a pandemic-forced
two-month lockdown. For
example, airlines currently
cannot charge a passenger
less than Rs 2,900 (excluding
GST) and more than Rs 8,800
(excluding GST) on flights
with duration of less than 40
minutes.

The lower caps were
imposed to help the airlines
tide over financial loss suffered
due to travel restrictions. 

‘Minimum 10-15% increase in
airfares must due to ATF price rise’

PhonePe says
not planning
IPO right now
PNS n NEW DELHI

Walmart-backed payments
company PhonePe on
Thursday said it is not plan-
ning an IPO right now and
will look at going public
once its core businesses turn
profitable.

"PhonePe is not planning
an IPO right now," the com-
pany said in a statement.
"We are focusing on build-
ing our business, and will go
public once our core busi-
nesses turn profitable and
our new initiatives have
achieved a good product-
market fit and scale."

It did not give details of
its financials.PhonePe was
founded in 2015 and was
acquired by Flipkart in
2016. It became part of
Walmart after the retailer
acquired Flipkart Group in
2018. 

PNS n MUMBAI

The first tranche of Sovereign
Gold Bond (SGB) for 2022-23
will open for subscription for
five days from June 20, the
Reserve Bank of India said on
Thursday.

The RBI further said that the
second tranche (2022-23 Series
II) will be available for subscrip-
tion during August 22-26, 2022.

The central bank issues the
bonds on behalf of the
Government of India, and these
bonds are restricted for sale to
resident individuals, Hindu
Undivided Families (HUFs),
trusts, universities and charita-
ble institutions.

"The tenor of the SGB will be
for a period of eight years with
an option of premature redemp-
tion after 5th year to be exercised
on the date on which interest is
payable," the RBI said, and
added, minimum permissible
investment will be one gram of
gold.In 2021-22, SGBs were
issued in 10 tranches for an

aggregate amount of Rs 12,991
crore (27 tonnes).

The maximum limit of sub-
scription is 4 Kg for individuals,
4 Kg for HUFs and 20 Kg for
trusts and similar entities per fis-
cal year.

The RBI further said the
price of SGB will be fixed in
rupees on the basis of a simple
average of the closing price of
gold of 999 purity, published by
the India Bullion and Jewellers
Association Limited (IBJA) for
the last three working days of the
week preceding the subscription
period.

The issue price of the SGBs
will be less by Rs 50 per gram for
the investors who subscribe
online and pay through digital
mode.

"The investors will be com-
pensated at a fixed rate of 2.5 per
cent per annum payable semi-
annually on the nominal value,"
the central bank said.

The SGBs are sold through
banks, Stock Holding
Corporation of India Limited
(SHCIL), Clearing Corporation
of India Limited (CCIL), post
offices and the two stock
exchanges (NSE and BSE).

First tranche of 2022-23 gold bonds
to open for subscription on Jun 20

The number of usage
of contactless cards
during face-to-face
transactions at
merchants' end was
less than 2.5 per
cent in December
2018, the company,
which commands a
big share of the
market, said.

PNS n CHENNAI

Healthcare financing startup
Care.Fi on Thursday said it
has launched CareCred -- a
healthcare supply chain
financing platform for busi-
ness to business customers -
-, the company said on
Thursday.The platform
would benefit healthcare
institutions with seamless
digital payment capabilities
and easy access to credit.

"We are proud to bring first
ever interactive product to
India that aims to simplify
and optimise business
processes for healthcare
financing," Care.

Care.Fi unveils digital
financial platform to
serve b2b customers

HDFC invokes 50
lakh pledged shares
of Ansal Housing for
recovery of dues
PNS n NEW DELHI

The country's largest mort-
gage lender HDFC on
Thursday said it  has
invoked 50 lakh pledged
shares of Ansal Housing as
part of recovery of its out-
standing dues from the
developer.Ansal Housing is
engaged in the business of
construction and develop-
ment of residential town-
ships and commercial com-
plexes."For the purpose of
recovery of part outstand-
ing dues against loans
avai led by cer tain
pledgers/borrowers, the
Corporation on June 15,
2022, invoked the pledge on
50,00,000 shares of Ansal
Housing Ltd (Ansal) aggre-
gating 8.42 per cent of its
paid-up share  capita l ,
pledged with the
Corporation by the said
pledger/borrower," HDFC
said in a regulatory filing.

India has scope to produce
hydrogen from domestic coal
PNS n NEW DELHI

An expert panel constituted by
the government has suggested
that India has enough potential
to produce hydrogen from
domestic coal and the country
should strongly pursue this
option.

This assumes significance in
the wake of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi annoucing
hydrogen mission on India's
75th Independence Day.

Hydrogen is a clean fuel and
can serve as a possible substitute
to liquid and fossil fuels. It is also
the most abundant element in
the universe, making up more
than 90 per cent of all known
matters."India has an opportu-
nity to produce hydrogen from
domestic coal and we may
aggressively pursue this option
in our overall hydrogen ecosys-
tem," the expert committee said
in its report on roadmap for coal
to hydrogen production.

The panel also suggested for
setting up of a couple of semi-
commercial gasification units to
convert coal to hydrogen.

The integration of Carbon
Capture Utilisation and Storage
(CCUS) units along with gasi-
fication, it said, can be explored
so that blue hydrogen thus pro-
duced is more acceptable.

"The gasification technologies
may be selected based on assess-

ment of the potential for even-
tual commercial upscaling and
keeping the option of biomass
co-gasification along with coal
subject to availability of biomass
in the close vicinity of such gasi-
fication units," the panel said.

The coal gasification units
should be set up near the hydro-
gen demand centres or close to
the coal mines.

The cost of transportation of
hydrogen would be high at pre-
sent and hence there was a need
to examine the economics
before deciding upon the loca-
tions of gasification plants.

"Alternatively, we could estab-
lish the plants closer to the nat-
ural gas grid so that hydrogen
thus produced could be inject-
ed to some extent i.e. up to 18-
20 per cent into the natural gas
pipelines, as to that extent of
hydrogen injection in the natur-
al gas pipelines may not need the
modification of the gas
pipelines," the panel recom-
mended.This, it said, will facil-
itate the utilisation of hydrogen
produced from coal in the
industries currently using
imported natural gas. The coal
ministry had earlier said that
coal has not been encouraged
elsewhere because of the fear
that while extracting hydrogen
via coal (from the moisture
embedded in coal) there may be
carbon emission.

SAT sets aside Sebi's direction to
derecognise ICEX on certain conditions

India may need US$ 10 trillion
investment to achieve net-zero
emission by 2070: Study
PNS n NEW DELHI

India will need an invest-
ment of over USD 10 trillion
to achieve its net-zero emis-
sion target by 2070, a report
said on Thursday.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had announced India's
zero emission target to be
achieved by 2070 at COP-26
(26th United Nations Climate
Change Conference in 2021).

"India may require an
investment of over USD 10
trillion to achieve its net-zero
target by 2070," a joint white
paper issued by GE-EY said
on Thursday.

It said that India would
continue to rely on coal
power, at least in the near
future. Thus, the country
needs to focus on and incen-
tivise cleaner coal technology
to further reduce carbon
emissions.

The report further recom-
mended policy initiatives

"essential for a future driven
by sustainable industries."

To achieve the target, India
must overcome import-
dependence in the energy
sector through measures that
incentivise domestic produc-
tion like the Production
Linked Incentive (PLI)
scheme, it suggested.

Leveraging carbon capture
technologies for the usage of
coal-based energy, which is
the largest source of primary
energy and is domestically
sourced, besides encouraging
the promotion of green hydro-
gen through demand-side
incentives and policies to
bring down costs is also essen-
tial to meet the goal."Most
importantly, create carbon
markets and incentives for the
adoption of clean energy tech-
nologies. India also needs to
undertake several policy mea-
sures to help deepen the green
bond market to facilitate
financing," it said.
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S
peaking of
his journey
in the

Indian Idol,
being aired on
aha, he informs
us, “It is a great
learning experi-
ence. We have
learnt a lot from
each other, and
everyone had
something
unique to teach
the other. The
judges did guide
us a lot through-
out the journey,
their encourage-
ment and com-
ments helped us
a lot. Even the
feedback from
the audience
helped us
improve, and all
the love and sup-
port we got from
them has been
magnificent, and
I hope it contin-
ues.” Of all the songs
that Jayanth sang dur-
ing his stint at Indian
Idol, he has four per-
sonal favourites, to
start with Oho Laila o
Charusheela that he
sang in the retro round.
“Oh Isha that I sang in
the race to finale, Oh
Priya Priya Balu sir's
round that I sang with
Pranati, and Zara Zara
that I sang in the block-
buster round. Zara
Zara is something I
worked hard for, so
that tops the list. I have
enjoyed all the songs I
have sung, but these 4
hold a special place,” he
shares.

“Before Indian idol, I
participated in 13
shows, 8 in Telugu and
5 in Tamil. I have

observed that I did not
receive such love and
support before this
show. The love has
been impeccable. We
get messages on
Instagram, Facebook
and even WhatsApp
appreciating our per-
formance. The show
has reached many peo-
ple, and it has gone
international as well; I
have received messages
from the U.K, U.S,
Australia, and Africa.
This platform has given
me the confidence to
showcase my other tal-
ents. I was not this con-
fident and free before
Indian idol,” says he
who is awaiting for
good opportunities
from the industry at
the moment.

JAYANTH

A
nother finalist Pranathi feels
amazing to be a part of this
show and it stands as the

most memorable journey in her life.
“I still remember being scared dur-
ing the studio and theatre round. I
had to write my final exams and
attend the audition. I was tensed,
but once I got the golden mic and
entered the top 12, I was deter-
mined to present the songs I sage in
a new way, to improvise them with
the help of my Gurus and with the
help of the band members. It was a
great learning experience, I got to
perform songs of all the genres, and
the feedback we got from the judges
was very valuable. Considering all
that, it was a great journey for me,”

she says, adding, Vidhata talupuna
and Race Gurram will remain her
two favourite performances of all
time.

Expressing her feelings on being
one of the finalists, she explains,
“Every round has been a challenge
and a task for me; you have to prove
yourself as a performer each week. I
had to walk out of my comfort zone
and sing various songs, whether
fast-beat or western songs, to
impress the judges and audience is
a task. Overcoming all that and
coming all this way feel very proud,
and looking back makes me realise
how challenging a journey I have
accomplished. I am very happy that
I have reached a milestone in the

journey by reaching the top 5.”
Meanwhile, speaking about her

journey to singing, Pranathi shares,
“My mom is my inspiration; my
mom and aunt both sing but for
some reason, they had to stop,
and later they realised I could
sing, and that is how I got into
singing and learning, so I can
say that she is my first inspira-
tion. Chitra Garu, Shreya
Ghoshal Garu, Susheela Garu
and Balu Garu will stay my
inspiration forever. Because of
this show, I sang in front of my
favourite music directors and
singers, like Mani Sharma Garu.
I feel so overwhelmed, and all of
this happened because of music.”

O
n the other hand,
we have Srinivas,
who is the eldest

of all and is everyone’s
favourite that everyone
fondly call him
anna in the show.
“Music has been
my life, all of them
have persuaded
music parallelly to
their education, but
my life has always
been about music.
When I learned
about the Telugu
Indian Idol, I only
concerted and
worked on how to
improve or experiment
with the songs I wanted
to perform. With every-
thing in mind, I got
through the theatre and
studio round, entering the top 12. I
still remember Taman sir telling
me, ‘It is not just a mic that is given
to enter the top 12, but this is a
responsibility, and you must work
hard to fulfil it’. I had to face some
challenges; everyone had to; chal-
lenges are something you have to
face if you want to achieve some-
thing. It could be me getting low or
me battling my internal struggles. I
was scared that I could not per-
form and give my 100 per cent.
That might have happed for vari-
ous reasons, but I had a goal fixed
in mind; even if I did not win the
title, I wanted to be a part of the
top 5, and I have achieved it, so I
am very happy,” he says on his
journey thus far.

How to
overcome neg-
ativity? Learn
from Srinivas.
He was so
thickskinned
and dedicated
to his dreams
and goals that
he didn’t any
negativity
around him
affect him in
any way.
“People used
to taunt me
when they
learned that I
had dedicated
my life to
music; they
made fun of
me, saying
that it was

useless and had no future. My
father was adamant and joined me
in a music school for personal rea-
sons, but now if I go back home, I
am sure that people will recognise
and appreciate me and my talent.
People will recognise me not just
back home but wherever I go. That
is what Indian idol has done for
me. People have been showing us
love and support. They sent us
screenshots of their votes, and even
when I was down, I received many
supportive messages,” he tells us.

Srinivas wants to work and cre-
ate fusion music or a fusion band
with a touch of classical music. He
hopes to be a well-recognised play-
back singer and start a band some-
day.
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D
iabetes is a chronic con-
dition that requires life-
long management. 

According to a study by
National Library of study, dia-
betes is more prevalent in
males (2.3%), as compared to
females (1.4%). Recent studies
also show that by the year 2025,
almost a third of Indian popu-
lation can end up with diabetes. 

Numerous factors are associ-
ated with diabetes such as
genetics, environmental condi-
tions, lifestyle patterns, eating
habits and obesity. As we age,
the changes in body composi-
tion and insulin resistance
result in dysregulation of physi-
ological pathways that lead to
obesity and diabetes.

Today, there are fathers who
are living each day with dia-
betes themselves.

Dr. Sunil Bohra, Senior
Consultant – Internal
Medicine, Diabetology and
Non-Invasive Cardiology,
Hosmat Hospitals, Bengaluru,
said, “Managing type 2 diabetes
means making lifestyle
changes, taking medications
and checking blood glucose
levels – all of which require

planning. Technologies play a
vital role in diabetes manage-
ment as they help do this bet-
ter. It is therefore important to
have a plan that works best, be
it calendarizing their medica-
tion schedule or setting
reminders on their smart-
phones.”

With the generation of role

reversals, where children are
taking care of parents, here are
simple ways that can help chil-
dren take care of their pre-dia-
betic or diabetic fathers.

Building a workout regime:
Studies have shown that people
with diabetes are overweight,
which is also responsible for
the increased risk of atheroscle-

rosis-related complications like
heart attack, stroke or kidney
disease in them. Ensuring regu-
lar physical activities like swim-
ming, cycling, jogging, aerobics
etc. can be helpful. The best
way to manage diabetes is by
staying active.

Avoid refined sugars:
Alcoholic beverages, soft
drinks, juices, sweets, candy
etc. are sugars that are highly
refined and have the tendency
to spur the glucose levels in
one’s body. Avoiding such
products and instead consum-
ing natural sugars for a sweet
tooth is advised.

Regularly monitoring your
glucose levels: Glucose testing
is key for managing diabetes.
With busy lifestyles, it becomes
difficult to keep a check on glu-
cose levels. A continuous glu-
cose monitoring device like the
prick-free FreeStyle Libre
allows one to freely go about
the day and check your glucose
levels with a simple scan.
Monitoring glucose levels also
helps with ideal meal plans,
workout routines and a healthy
lifestyle.

Manage your stress: Being a

father is one of the greatest
responsibilities of a man’s life.
As much as you work hard to
look after your children and
family, it is equally important
to find time for yourself. Stress
has been seen to contribute to
the release of various hormones
that can elevate glucose levels.
Inculcating mindful practices
like yoga and meditation is
very important that would help
lower your stress levels.

Improve testosterone levels:
A study suggests that an imbal-
ance of testosterone levels in
the male body can lead to dia-
betes. Maintaining an appropri-
ate level of hormones can help
decrease the risk of diabetes
altogether. Foods rich in
Vitamin D and Zinc help
improve testosterone levels and
male fertility.

Quit smoking: Tobacco and
toxins in cigarette smoke can
worsen the control of diabetes.
This combination of smoking
and high glucose levels can
cause vascular damage and
increase the risk of early mor-
tality in people with diabetes
due to heart attack, stroke or
kidney disease.

For Dads with Diabetes

L
ast but not the least is
Vagdevi, who entered the
show with a clear mind to

learn; and certainly it did come
true. She says she learned a lot; as
they say, the journey should be
more beautiful than the end. It
was the same, and the journey
was more impressive than the
end for her.

Recalling her most favourite
songs in show, she said, “The

song I sang for the
Ugadi special was my
favourite, I sang it
with a lot of hard

work and interest, and it showed.
All the songs in that movie are a
hit, but that song, in particular, I
feel is underrated. I hoped people
might recognise and appreciate it
if I sang that song.”

The singer says she shares dif-
ferent relationship with everyone.
“Talking about these 4, Jayanth
and I constantly keep bantering,
Pranati and I have meme refer-
ences, and Vaishu and Sinu anna
are my closest. We had a special
bond from the beginning, and
once we had that connection, we
had the freedom to express our-
selves freely. I never expected
that to happen here, but it did
and considering everything find-
ing such great friends would be a
cherry on the top. Some
moments were not shown, like
when we sing something special,
there is a spark in their eyes, or

when we do something funny,
they look at us and simply laugh.
These small moments which are
not captured on recorded are
some of the sweetest moments,”
she said.

In real life, she credits her suc-
cess to her sister, because of
whom she got into singing. “I
started training that is when my
parents got to know I could sing.
Even Indian idol, she was the one
that told me about this opportu-
nity and encouraged me to pur-
sue it. She supported me
throughout my journey; be it
promotions, voting, or even if I
had a doubt regarding a song, she
was always there. If it was not for
her, I would not be here; I do not
think I would have reached the
top 5.”  On the work front,
Vagdevi wants to be a mindful
musician; no matter what she
does in life. She wants to do it
with complete understanding
and acceptance and sing in a
good symphony.

VAGDEVI

MAINA MANGA

T
he Indian idol
show has been one
amongst those

shows that has gained a
huge fan following for
more than a decade.

Be it Hindi, Telugu or
any other language, the
show has its own fan
base. We exclusively
interview all the five top
finalists of Indian Idol
Telugu, who share with
us their journey, memo-
ries and a lot more in
the show.

Indian Idol Telugu
is almost at its end
and we’ve got the

top 5 finalists of the
show. The Pioneer

connects with the
finalists, who

exclusively share
with us their

journey in 
the show

A
nother finalist
Vaishani recalls
her journey

from getting a golden
mic in the studio
round, theatre round,
and then entry to the
top 12. “In all the
reality shows I have
participated in, this is
the first time I am the
youngest. I feel the
warmth; I have never
experienced this
before. I have also

found amazing
people in my
journey, and I
am happy to
take forward the
time I spent
with them,” says
she on what she
loved the most
about the show.

Vaishnavi

says, “My mother was a
singer, but she could not
continue her career for some

reasons; fortunately, I was
blessed with a good voice like
her, my grandfather recognised
my talent, and that is how my
journey started. Since then, I
have been so grateful for every
Guru that has taught me.”

This show has helped this
young talent so much that she is
more confident and outspoken
now than her previous self who
was an introvert.

VAISHNAVI

W
hen you're looking
for ways to stay
hydrated and be

healthy, the first recommen-
dation you'll probably find is
to drink more water. Due to
excessive sweating in the
summer season, many types
of minerals get removed from
the body, which leads to the
problem of dehydration.
Varun Khanna, Co-Founder,
Fast&Up shares his list of
alternatives to help you stay
hydrated.

Cucumber detox drink

Cucumber juice is a hydrat-
ing and alkalising beverage
packed with nutrients such as
vitamin A, C, K, magnesium,
silicon, and potassium. It can
cleanse and detox the entire
body, as well as aid with
digestive issues like gastritis,
acid reflux, heartburn, indi-
gestion, and ulcers. The juice
will taste like a stronger ver-
sion of the spa water you might
have sipped after a massage. 

Aloe vera Juice

The aloe plant has high water
content. So, if you're searching for a
strategy to stay hydrated while also
benefiting your health in a variety
of ways, get some aloe vera juice!

Buttermilk

Buttermilk is incredibly refresh-
ing and cools our bodies off imme-
diately. In the sweltering summer, a
glass of buttermilk topped with

cumin seeds, mint, and salt
is ideal for quenching our
thirst and cooling our bod-
ies. 

Lemonade

Lemonade is a popular
beverage that offers numer-
ous health benefits.
Lemonade is one of the
finest drinks for hydration
because the acid encourages
salivation, which can help
you feel hydrated. On a hot
day, lemonade not only
refreshes you but also keeps
your body hydrated.

Coconut Water

Coconut water contains a
variety of essential elements,
including minerals that
many individuals need.
Coconut water could be the
ideal drink for rehydrating
and replenishing electrolytes
lost during physical activity.
Electrolytes are minerals

that serve a variety of functions in
the body, including maintaining
fluid balance. 

Herbal Teas
Herbal teas can be made in a

variety of flavours and tastes, mak-
ing them an appealing alternative to
sugary beverages or plain water.
Some herbal teas contain health-
promoting characteristics in addi-
tion to being delicious. 

Vegetable juice
Vegetable juice is an excellent

source of vitamins and minerals, as
well as hydration. 
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When music
becomes life
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NANCY

Yesterday’s solution

CALVIN AND HOBBES

SPEED BUMP

SUDOKU

Rules
l Each row and column can

contain each number (1 to 9)
exactly once.

l The sum of all numbers in
any row or column must
equal 45.
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l Saleem Elahi

l Kushma

l Anam

F
ashion choreographer
Salim Elahi, organised a
fashion week that was

hosted by Sky modeling
Institute, at Banjara Hills
Road no:10. Many models
and fashion lovers took part
in the event. 

B
arley and Grapes
organised its monthly
festival, a once-a-month

music and brew festival that
celebrates Alternate music
and their equally alternative
brews. Their first edition
featured Peekay, Zokhuma
and Alboe, some of the
finest in the country. This
festival is in continuation of
the celebration of their one-
of-a-kind, limited edition
brews inspired by the life
and music of The Beatles
called The Beertles. To
celebrate the start of these
monthly specials earlier this
month, a new "Tropical
Mango Hefe'' was
introduced to their collection
of "The Beertles”.

E
pione super specialty
hospital, pioneers in
dealing with all types

of chronic pain and
interventional pain

management, was bestowed
with the prestigious

International Healthcare
Conference Award 2022,

recognizing the maximum
number of non-surgical plasma

therapies performed for knee
joint osteoarthritis in South

India. The award was presented
by Padma Shri Awardee and

Legendary Cricketer, Sunil
Gavaskar, to Dr Sudheer Dara,

founder and director of the
hospital; at a glittering ceremony

attended by leading medical
practitioners from all over India

and hosted by TIME
CyberMedia Pvt. Ltd. in

Mumbai.FA
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l Kanika

l Shirein

l Asad

l Sameera
l Shveta



M
egastar Amitabh
Bachchan, who is
currently in

Hyderabad shooting for the
upcoming Prabhas-starrer
Project K, has talked about
shooting in two languages.
He

says it's exciting but
monitors apprehension.
The cine-icon took to his
blog, where he also

talked about getting
not much sleep due
to load of work. He
wrote,  “ace.. 9 hrs
.. up and down a
few winks .. work
in consolation ..
the dual lan-
guage excites
but monitors
apprehension

and the load of
work that con-

tends and runs
away.” “The face the

design the trials of
its occurrence .. every

time a determined deci-
sion , 'never again' and

there we are .. at it and in
huge expansion could

show but against rules
contractually .. give recog-
nition .. law is huge and
great .. respect and find due
cause .. final authority.” He
added, "The strain of work ,
at each step a revelation ..
needs attention and consid-
ered concern .. a slower step
an easier climb .. stand, sit
about , a consider, strangely
.. was never before .. now is
.. I complain far too much ..
I need to be brief in the

brief.” Project K is directed
by Nag Ashwin. It also stars
Deepika Padukone. It will
be the first time Deepika
will be sharing  screen
space with Prabhas on the
big screen. Apart from
Prabhas and Big B. Actress
Disha Patani is also a part
of the film. Project K is
touted as a mega-budget
sci-fi thriller. Details about
their roles are still under
wraps.
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SHIKHA DUGGAL

hile studying in
Vijayawada, I got
some understand-
ing of rhetoric.
Rayalaseema was

known when a bloody history
took place over there. I never
cared about Telangana. Konda
saw Surekha Garu's interviews
during the election. They
remembered her. But, I never
knew who is Konda Murali. I
spoke to the former Naxalites
after being told by the police.
There are twists in the life of
the Konda couple. There is
drama,” explains sensational
director Ram Gopal Varma in
his upcoming movie Konda.
He continued, “I love the way
he speaks, feels like an orator
and such expressive people
attract me in real life. You'll
see the couple's life from
being in the same college to
entering politics together. No
one knows the truth till today,
because what happens in this
world is people tend to do
favouritism. I am also a
believer in information only, I
continue to learn today. The
couple has a massive fan fol-
lowing. How did it come
through? Because they did
some good deeds.”

While Trigunha plays
Konda Murali, Irra More will
be seen as Surekha in the film.
The film is set to release on
June 23. The second theatrical
trailer of the film was released

last Friday. He also men-
tioned, “If anyone is wonder-
ing this is a political stint, so
let me clarify, elections are
still far-away (he laughed). We
are doing this because I love
drama. I have even shown
such scenes when Sonia
Gandhi visited Warangal and
praised the work of Konda
Surekha, it was an impossible
aspect. My background score
is going to be bang-on too
since that's the creative ele-
ment in there. Especially the
scene we shot in the hospital!"
The basic point of the film is
understood from the trailer.
He had also made films on
Vijayawada rowdies and
Rayalaseema factionalism ear-
lier too. But he had no under-
standing of Telangana. But,
when he heard about it
recently while talking to
someone, It was quite fasci-
nating for him. Then he hap-
pened to meet Konda Murali,
who seemed special to him.
Ram Gopal Varma is a man
who just loves realistic and
rustic movies. The story and
characters of Murali and
Surekha seemed special to
him in that way. He uttered,
“To your surprise, my singing
hobby led me to sing a song
in my own movie with
Gaddar garu. Conditions back
at the theatres may still not be
favourable for us, but these
are circumstances of life. Life
is like a bicycle ticket rates
were slashed four months ago
however still some movies

were killed mercilessly at the
box office. It's only after that,
that the ticket rates increased!
And, now lowered again. So
we have to change according-
ly. It's all dependent on those
audiences who are voting in
the elections, it's the voters,
not the other way round.” 

Ram Gopal Varma is plan-
ning his next with Amitabh
Bachchan paving his way to
the horror genre again after so
many years which may start
bank-rolling in the month of
November.

‘We are doing Konda
because I love drama!’
w

T
ollywood
music
director SS

Thaman, who is
known for his
works for the
movies Ala
Vaikunthapuram
Loo, Bheemla
Nayak, and
many other
musical hit
albums of recent
times, is all set
to kick start
working for
Mahesh Babu's
upcoming movie
SSMB28

Thaman, who
leaves no stone
unturned to pro-
mote his movie
projects, keeps
his social media
followers posted
about his every
move.

The Sarkaru

Vaari Paata
composer took
to Instagram to
share a photo of
himself with
celebrity direc-
tor Trivikram
Srinivas, earlier
on Thursday.
“On our New
Journey To
Make Some New
Records,
Trivikram Sir,”
he said.

This post
from Thaman
not only thrilled
fans but also
effectively put a
stop to rumours
that he was no
longer working
on the project.

Thaman has
earlier collabo-
rated with
Trivikram
Srinivas for the

movies Aravinda
Sametha Veera
Raghava, Ala
Vaikunthapuram
Loo, and
Bheemla Nayak
(Trivikram
penned the
screenplay).
Now that the
duo is coming
together, fans
expect the best
output from
them. The regu-
lar shoot for
SSMB28 is
expected to
begin in August.
Pooja Hegde
plays Mahesh's
lady love in this
film, which is
produced by
Radha Krishna
and distributed
by Haarika &
Hassine
Creations.

Thaman's Insta pic hints

he's getting started on

music for SSMB28

A
mazon
Prime
Video’s

original Tamil
series Suzhal-
The Vortex is
going to be out
tomorrow, and
there’s no
doubt that this
investigative
drama is going
to be a grip-
ping and spell-
binding expe-
rience for
audiences. The
engrossing
series is multi-
layered and it
is all set to
capture the
minds and
hearts of
cinephiles.
Suzhal features
Aishwarya
Rajesh, Sriya
Reddy, Kathir
along with
R.Parthiban in
lead roles.
When asked
about the
series, the
actors spoke

about its
uniqueness,
and also how
realistic and
relatable con-
tent, irrespec-
tive of the lan-
guage, is the
game changer
in today’s time.

“Content is
key, you can’t
falter with that
and language
of cinema is
universal. If
stories are bril-
liant, language
doesn't matter
anymore. And,
for better clari-
ty, films are
being dubbed
and there are
subtitles too,
like in case of
Suzhal-The
Vortex. The
most rooted
and local sto-
ries today are
being watched
and appreciat-
ed across the
world. Indian
cinema needs

to come up on
the world
stage, it’s
already getting
there, but we
need to push it
a little more,
try a little
harder,” says
Sriya Reddy.

Agreeing
with her
opinion,
Kathir
adds fur-
ther,
“People
watching
it around
the world
will be
fascinat-
ed about
the cul-
tural
nuances,
the
micro-
festival
and the
narrative
based in
a small
village in
South
India.”

rabhas will be
seen in a double
role in KGF
maker Prashanth
Neel's upcoming
directorial Salaar.

Prabhas' latest look has
sparked conjecture that he
is rocking a dual look in
Salaar. According to the
newest reports on Prabhas'

upcoming film Salaar, the
Mirchi actor will be seen in
two different looks, imply-
ing that the film will be
told in two different time
periods.

Furthermore, as indicat-
ed by his most recent shot,
the actor has slimmed
down dramatically. Touted
to be a high-octane action

thriller, Salaar will have
Prabhas in the titular role,
while actress Shruti Haasan
will be seen as his love
interest. Prashanth Neel has
gotten a lot of attention
since KGF therefore the
anticipation for 'Salaar' has
been continuously high.

On the other side,
Prabhas will be next seen

in Om Raut's highly-tech-
nical movie Adi Purush,
while he has upcoming
many projects in his port-
folio. Prabhas will play a
cool role in filmmaker
Maruthi's comedy, while he
also has Spirit which will be
helmed by Sandeep Reddy
Vanga, who directed Arjun
Reddy.

Prabhas double role in Salaar
creates a buzz among fans

p

Neha shetty to star
in Rules Ranjan

B
ig

 B
 o

n
 P

ro
je

ct
 K

: S
h

oo
ti

n
g

in
 t

w
o 

la
n

gu
ag

es
 e

xc
it

in
g

b
u

t 
m

on
it

or
s 

ap
p

re
h

en
si

on
'

A
ctor Kiran
Abbavaram is
packed up

with some interest-
ing and crazy pro-
jects. He is starring
in films like
Sammathame, Nenu
Meeku Baaga
Kavalasina Vaadini
and Vinaro
Bhagyamu Vishu
Katha. According to
the latest updates, he
lined up another
crazy entertainer
and it is being said

that DJ Tillu beauty
knocked him down.

Kiran Abbavaram
is all set to star in
the direction of
Rathinam Krishna
and the project is
titled in an interest-
ing manner as Rules
Ranjan. The makers
roped in Neha
Shetty who gave
sleepless nights with
her performance in
DJ Tillu. The makers
felt that Neha Shetty
will be apt for the

role.  The film stars
Vennela Kishore,
Satya, Annu Kapoor
, Siddarth Sen, Atul
Parchure ), Ashish
Vidhyardhi in
important roles and
is produced by
Divyang Lavania
and V Murali
Krishna under Star
Light
Entertainments Pvt.
Ltd, The film is pre-
sented by
AM.Ratnam in a
prestigious manner.

Ram Gopal Varma
is gearing up for the
release of Konda, a
political drama on
the life of politicians
Konda Murali and
Konda Surekha. The
director tells The
Pioneer why he
chose to make
Konda, about the
film and others.

Content is key,
you can’t falter
with that:
Sriya Reddy
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PTI n RAJKOT

As he doesn't possess the pace of
Umran Mailk, India medium pacer

Harshal Patel feels he has to keep upping
his 'variations' game to extend his nas-
cent international career.

Harshal had made his India debut
after the T20 World Cup last November
and more than six months into interna-
tional cricket, the 31-year-old has 17
wickets in 11 games at an average of
19.52.

Slower pitches suit his style of bowl-
ing more and that was evident in the last
two games after the hammering he got
on a true Kotla surface in the series
opener.

Being a shrewd operator, Harshal
very well knows how to remain effective
under extreme pressure despite his lim-
itations.

"To be honest, people have been try-
ing to anticipate what I am bowling for
the last two years (in IPL). With every
bowler they longer they play, the oppo-
sition will realise what the bowlers
strengths and patterns are.

"As a bowler my job is to stay one
step ahead of them. At the end of the day
you can have 15 plans but on a partic-
ular day in a pressure situation if you
don't go out and execute with confi-
dence, everything doesn't fall in place.

"My focus is on trying to execute the
best possible delivery at that point of
time," he said ahead of the fourth T20
against South Africa.

The RCB bowling mainstay relies a
lot on his variations to outsmart the bat-
ters and he says that is something he
needs to constantly develop.

"I can't worry about pace because I
can't bowl fast as Umran Malik. I have
to develop skills to render myself effec-
tive at the international level. I have
never been an express fast bowler though
on a good day I can go near 140 kmph.

"My focus has always been to devel-
op skills around my bowling and what-
ever limitations and advantages I have
in my bowling.

"I would certainly prefer to pay on
slow wickets. It gives you a fighting
chance. If you can keep playing on pitch-
es like Delhi it can hamper your confi-
dence a little bit.

"We have bowlers who can bowl on
all pitches but it brings them more into
the game when there are slightly slow-
er pitches and slightly bigger ground
dimensions," he said. 

PTI n RAJKOT

U
nder pressure India
skipper Rishabh Pant
will be hoping to tide
over his struggles with

the bat and help the hosts improve
their middle overs play when
they take on South Africa in the
fourth T20 International here on
Friday.

Save Pant's problems, India
were able to plug the gaps in Vizag
to open their account in the series
with a comprehensive win. They
will need another near perfect
game to take the five-match series
into the decider.

Such has been the brilliance of
Pant that every time he has been
written off across formats, he has
found a way to bounce back. The
stage is set for him in another
must-win game for India.

The southpaw has been
caught in the deep multiple times
in the series trying to reach for the
ball when it is not there in his hit-
ting zone. Pant prefers to hit in the
cow corner region but the South
African bowlers have not allowed
him to do that by bowling a wide
line.

The hosts had got off to an
electric start in the last game with
Ruturaj Gaikwad finding some
much-needed runs and comple-
menting Ishan Kishan who has
made a good case for being India's
reserve opener in the long run,
including in the T20 World Cup
in Australia later this year.

The two will be looking to
make the most of the remaining
two games, followed by a couple
in Ireland, before the regular
openers walk back into the play-
ing eleven. 

Shreyas Iyer, who has been
tested with the short ball regular-
ly in the series, has not yet made
a significant contribution at num-
ber three and will be itching to
change that on Friday.

The home side struggled in
the middle overs in Vizag after a
perfect start before Hardik Pandya
came to the team's rescue and took
the score close to 180.

Pant's men will be aiming to

rectify that here and ensure the
momentum is not lost through the
innings.

India rely on their spinners in
the middle overs and the biggest
positive out of the last game was

the performance of Yuzvendra
Chahal and Axar Patel.

While Axar kept it tidy,
Chahal bore the fruits of bowling
slower through the air. The turn
and dip that deserted him in the
earlier games was back and he
looked at his threatening best.

In the pace department, the
seasoned Bhuvneshwar Kumar
has been remarkably consistent.
Avesh Khan has not gone for a lot
of runs but is yet to take a wicket
in the series while Harshal Patel,
who relies on his variations to be
effective, found his rhythm in
Vizag and ended up with a four-
wicket haul.

The South Africans, on the
other hand, would back them-
selves to win the next game and
seal the series. They currently lead
2-1.

The visitors will be hoping
their star batter Quinton de Kock
recovers fully from a wrist injury
and rejoins skipper Temba
Bavuma at the top.

After outplaying India in the
first two games, the South Africans
were at the receiving end in the
third match, eventually losing by
a massive 48-run margin. Their
batting failed miserably after a
mixed performance with the ball.

Their spinners Tabraiz Shamsi
and Keshav Maharaj have leaked
more than 10 runs an over with
the Indians purposely going on the
offensive against them.

Pace spearhead Kagiso
Rabada has been their most
impressive bowler and the hosts
have given him due respect by not
taking many chances against him.

Although South Africa's
ground fielding has been alright,
catching has left a lot to be desired.

PTI n BENGALURU

Mumbai produced an inci-
sive bowling display to

bundle out Uttar Pradesh for a
paltry 180 and take the crucial
first-innings lead on the third
day of their Ranji Trophy semi-
final, here on Thursday.

Resuming at the overnight
score of 25 for two, UP batters
could add just 155 runs as
Tushar Deshpande (3/34), off-
spinner Tanush Kotian (3/35)
and Mohit Avasthi (3/39) shared
nine wickets between them for
Mumbai. Dhawal Kulkarni
(1/25) also chipped in with a
scalp.

Skipper Prithvi Shaw made
64 off 71 balls with the help of
12 boundaries as Mumbai fin-
ished the day at 133 for one in
their second innings, taking an
overall lead of 346 runs.

Mumbai had posted 393 in
their first essay, courtesy hun-
dreds by Yashasvi Jaiswal and
Hardik Tamore.

UP lost wickets regularly
after resumption with the 41-
time Ranji Trophy champions
dominating from the start.

The first UP batter to be
dismissed on the day was skip-
per Karan Sharma (27), who
became Avasthi's first victim.

Opener Madhav Kaushik
(38) and Rinku Singh (16) tried

to rally the innings, but man-
aged to forge only a 32-run
stand for the fifth wicket before
the former was dismissed by
Kotian.

After that, the UP batters
made a beeline to the pavilion.
Rinku, Dhruv Jorel (2) and
Saurabh Kumar (0) fell in quick
succession. Kotian trapped

Rinku in front of the wickets,
while Awasthi accounted for the
two other dismissals.

Coming onto bat at no. 8,
Shivam Mavi (48) showed some
late resistance, but it was too lit-
tle and too late.

Mavi hit four boundaries
and two sixes in his blazing 55-
ball knock.

Deshpande then swung into

action and ripped apart the tail.
But the day belonged to

Kotian, who broke Mavi's resist-
ance as UP conceded a massive
213-run first innings lead.

There was more agony in
store for UP as Shaw (64) and
Yashasvi Jaiswal (35 not out)
made an aggressive start by
adding 66 runs for the opening
wicket in Mumbai's second

innings.
While Shaw played in his

usual aggressive style, Jaiswal
played the second fiddle.

After Shaw's dismissal,
Jaiswal and Armaan Jaffer (32
not out) continued to torment
the UP bowlers as the Amol
Mazumdar-coached side
seemed to have put one foot in
the final.

PTI n RAJKOT

South African speedster
Anrich Nortje says he

remains a work in progress
and is constantly trying to find
the 'missing ingredient' in his
bowling after coming back
from a long injury lay-off.

Nortje was out of action
for six months after the T20
World Cup last year. He had
bowled exceptionally well in
the 2020-2021 IPL season
before being sidelined due to
a stress fracture.

Alongside Kagiso Rabada,
Nortje formed arguably the
most potent fast bowling pair-
ing in the IPL.

Delhi Capitals chose to
retain him ahead of Rabada
but when he made a come-
back to this year's IPL,

Nortje was not the same bowler.
"I am still not there. I am

still working on it, still trying to
find one or two things. Body
wise I am still not 100 percent,
slowly building it up. I would
probably rate myself from
where I was at the end of IPL
last year and start of T20 World
Cup. Still trying to get there,"
said Nortje here on Thursday.

Nortje was putting in the
hard yards ahead of the fourth
T20 International against India.
He bowled at the centre wick-
et for a while alongside Dwaine
Pretorius and spinner Tabraiz
Shamsi.

So, what exactly is missing
from his bowling?

"If I knew exactly what it
was, I would have done it
(laughs). It is going to be a
minor adjustment. I generally

keep it simple. I am working on
something at this stage and we
will see how it goes.

"It is not like it is complete-
ly out of shape. It is about small
margins for me and I would like
to get back to where I was," said
the 28-year-old.

Nortje said injury has
taught him a valuable lesson.

"It was hard (the come-
back phase) because some of the
stuff is limited. Some of the
bowling is limited. You can't go
out and bowl 8 to 9 overs every
day. It has been a good chal-
lenge and will help in the future
if there are any niggles or
injuries going forward," he said.

Like India's Umran Malik,
who is yet to get a game in the
series, Nortje built his reputa-
tion by bowling in excess of
150kmph regularly. He also

held the fastest delivery record
in the IPL for a while but this
season Lockie Ferguson raised
the bar with a 157.3 kmph
scorcher.

When asked about the
'pace' war, Nortje said he is not
in the race with Malik or any
other fast bowler.

"Malik is a good bowler and
a very fast bowler. He has
shown that on the field. If he
goes faster, good for him, if I go,
faster good for me. It is not
about bowling fast, it is about
winning games," said Nortje.

Star opener Quinton de
Kock has not played since the
series opener in Delhi due to a
wrist injury and South Africa
rely heavily on him. He was
present at the nets on Thursday,
raising hopes of his return but
Nortje did not reveal much.

PTI n RAJKOT

India's Nitin Menon has
retained his place in the

ICC Elite Panel and is set to
make his maiden appearance
as a neutral umpire in Sri
Lanka later  this month.

A BCCI official told PTI
that Menon has got a one-year
extension from the
International Cricket Council.

The 38-year-old from
Indore remains the only
Indian in the 11-member
Elite Panel of Umpires.

"The ICC recently gave a
one-year extension to Menon
who has been our leading
umpire over the last three to
four years. You will also see
him making his debut as a
neutral umpire later this
month," the official told PTI.

Menon was promoted to
the Elite Panel at the start of
the COVID-19 pandemic in
2020, becoming the third

Indian to enter the club after
S Venkataraghavan and S
Ravi.

However, Menon was lim-
ited to officiating interna-
tional matches only within
India with the ICC allowing
local umpires due to the trav-
el restrictions in place.

With COVID-19 on the
wane, the governing body
has resumed normal service
with Australian Paul Reiffel
currently performing duties
in England's home series
against New Zealand.

After completing his
duties in the ongoing five-
match T20 series between
India and South Africa,
Menon is set to travel to Sri
Lanka for the home team's
two-Test  ser ies  against
Australia, beginning June 29
in Galle.

There is no change in the
Elite  Panel  and besides
Menon, it includes Aleem
Dar from Pakistan, Chris
Gaffaney from New Zealand,
Kumara Dharmasena from
Sri Lanka, Marais Erasmus
from South Africa, Michael
Gough, Richard Illingworth
and Richard Kettleborough
(all three from England), Paul
Reiffel and Rod Tucker from
Australia and Joel Wilson
from the West Indies.

The BCCI takes the call
on who to include in the ICC
International  Panel  of
Umpires. Currently, four
Indians are in the lower tier
including Anil Chaudhary,
Virender Sharma, J
Madanagopal  and K N
Ananthapadmanabhan. 

PTI n PALLEKELE

Pace bowler Pat Cummins
claimed four wickets as

Australia kept Sri Lanka down
to 220 for nine as rain forced
the innings to end in 47.4 overs
on Thursday.

The tourists, who lead the
five-match series 1-0, have
been set a target of 216 runs in
43 overs in Pallekele, as per the
Duckwor t h-L e w is -Ster n
method.

Australia's bowlers backed
up their captain's call to field
first, as they removed the
openers inside 10 overs and Sri
Lanka suffered from a lack of
partnerships.

Debutant left-arm spin-
ner Matthew Kuhnemann
struck in his third over of inter-
national cricket to send back
Pathum Nissanka, who was
caught behind for 14.

Kuhnemann returned fig-
ures of 2-48 and took two
catches.

Cummins, Australia's Test

captain who returned to the
side after recovering from an
injury at the start of the series,
got the left-handed Danushka
Gunathilaka caught in the
deep for 18.

Wicketkeeper-batsman
Kusal Mendis, who hit 36, and
Dhananjaya de Silva, who
made 34, attempted to rebuild
with a 61-run stand that was
broken by Cummins.

Cummins took down De
Silva and Mendis fell to Glenn
Maxwell's caught and bowled
effort. Maxwell took one wick-
et with his off-spin to rattle the
opposition middle order.

Wickets kept falling
despite skipper Dasun
Shanaka's attacking cameo of
34, which ended with a mishit
to point off leg-spinner
Mitchell Swepson.

Cummins was looking for
a five-wicket haul when rain
stopped play and the innings
ended after more than an hour
of persistent showers. He fin-
ished with figures of 4-35.

AP n LONDON

Devon Conway became the fourth per-
son in the New Zealand contingent to

test positive for COVID-19.
Earlier, all-rounder Michael Bracewell

and support staff including physio Vijay
Vallabh and strength & conditioning
coach Chris Donaldson had tested posi-
tive and were under isolation.

Conway will now have to begin his five
days of isolation and New Zealand have
not called for any replacements.

"The three will travel separately from
the team to Leeds on Sunday and provid-
ing they recover as expected will be able
to join the squad for training at Headingley
on Tuesday ahead of Thursday's final Test.

"The rest of the touring party have
returned negative results and will contin-
ue following the tour health protocols of
symptom reporting and subsequent test-

ing if required," read a statement from New
Zealand Cricket (NZC).

New Zealand are set to play the third
Test at Leeds starting on June 23.

ENG INCLUDE JAMIE OVERTON
England have handed a maiden Test

call-up to Surrey seamer Jamie Overton for
the third and final Test against the visitors,
New Zealand, starting at Headingley on
June 23. The 28-year-old, who will join his
twin brother Craig in the squad, has been
in excellent form in the ongoing County
Championship for league leaders Surrey,
having taken 21 wickets this season at an
average of 21.61. In his 81-match first-class
career, Jamie has picked up 206 wickets
including five fifers. The fast bowler was
also called up to the England ODI squad
against New Zealand in 2015 but didn't
play a game.
England squad for 3rd Test: Ben Stokes
(C), James Anderson, Jonathan Bairstow,
Stuart Broad, Harry Brook, Zak Crawley,
Ben Foakes, Jack Leach, Alex Lees, Craig
Overton, Jamie Overton, Matthew Potts,
Ollie Pope, Joe Root.

PTI n ALUR

Rajat Patidar hit an unbeaten half-century
to put Madhya Pradesh in the driver's seat

against Bengal in their Ranji Trophy semifinal,
here on Thursday. Continuing his dream run,
Patidar took the center stage in MP's second
essay with an elegant 63 not out after his side
gained a vital 78-run first innings lead.

The Royal Challengers Bangalore batter,
who scored one century and two half centuries
in the recently-concluded IPL, found himself
at home as he slammed 10 boundaries in his
109-ball unbeaten knock to push MP to 163
for two at stumps on day three.

In their quest for first appearance in Ranji
final since 1998-99, MP now have an overall
lead of 231 runs with skipper Aditya

Shrivastava lending Patidar fine support at the
other end with a resolute 34 not out from 90
balls.

Earlier, resuming the day on 197 for five,
veteran Manoj Tiwary (102), who was
overnight 84, completed his 29th first class
hundred, his second in a row.

He was well-supported by Bengal and RCB
all-rounder Shahbaz Ahmed (116), who
notched up his maiden first-class hundred after
resuming at overnight personal score of 72.

The duo formed the backbone, in an oth-
erwise, sloppy batting display by Bengal as eight
of their batters failed to get double digits scores.

Skipper Abhimanyu Easwaran (22) was the
only other batter to register double digit runs
as Bengal were bundled out for 273 in 89.2
overs in reply to MP's 341.

India vs South Africa
Live from 7:00pm IST
STAR SPORTS 1 NETWORK

I’ve to keep developing
my skills, says Harshal

ICC retains Nitin
Menon in Elite Panel

Mumbai on cusp of Ranji final MP IN DRIVER'S SEAT

Nortje in relentless pursuit of ‘missing ingredient’

I am still not
there. I am still
working on it,
still trying to

find one or two
things. Body

wise I am still
not 100

percent, slowly
building it up

—ANRICH
NORTJE

Australia need 
216 to win rain-hit
Sri Lanka ODI

NZ’s Conway tests +ve for Covid-19

MUST-WIN GAME FOR INDIA
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