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EVERY PROBLEM HAS
A SOLUTION

Party wins 156 of 182 seats
with 52.5% votes; Congress

reduced to 17 in worst-ever
show in Guj; AAP gets 5

DEEPAK K UPRETI B NEW DELHI

Riding on a pro-incumben-
cy vote despite helming
the State for 27 long years, the
BJP delivered its “best-ever”
performance on Thursday by
storming back to power in
Gujarat for the seventh straight
time bagging 156 of the 182
Assembly seats and garnering
52.5 per cent of the votes.

In a stupendous perfor-
mance in the home State of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, the BJP restricted its
main challenger, the Congress,
to its worst-ever tally of 17 seats
as the emerging third force, the
AAP, made a major dent into
the latter’s votebank but could
win only 5 seats as against its
tall claims of forming the
Government.

At 27.3 per cent, the vote
share of the Congress, which
had bagged 149 seats in 1985,
is almost half of BJP while the
AAP cornered a decent 12.9
per cent. But even put togeth-
er, their vote share does not
surpass that of the BJP’s,
reflecting the enormity of the
BJP’s landslide win.

The ruling BJP surpassed
its record of 127 seats which
it won under Modi as Chief

Minister in 2002 and
achieved the 150-seat target
set for 2022 by its chief strate-
gist Amit Shah. Before the
BJP, the Communist Party of
India (Marxist) was the only
party to have won seven
straight Assembly elections
but that it did with a front of
coalition parties.

BJP’s Chief Ministerial
candidate Bhupendra Patel,
who will take oath on
December 12, cornered over
80 per cent of the vote share
in his Ghatlodia constituency
winning the seat by a margin
of about 1.92 lakh votes. Modi
and Shah will participate in
the oath-taking ceremony,
said State BJP chief CR Patil.
Another big winner was BJP’s
Minister of State for Home
Harsh Sanghavi, who won
the Majura seat in Surat by a
margin of over 1.16 lakh
votes.

The huge victory of the
BJP is electorally significant as
bagging over 50 percentage
votes is rare in State polls.
With the seventh consecutive
and emphatic win in Gujarat,
the BJP could now showcase
itas a curtain raiser to the 2024
Lok Sabha polls which are
barely 16 months away.

UKRAINE FIGHT TAKING LONGER
THAN EXPECTED: PUTIN
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi, flanked by Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, Home
Minister Amit Shah and BJP president JP Nadda, during the celebrations of the
party’s victory in the Gujarat polls, at BJP HQ in New Delhi on Thursday

Ranjan Dimri | Pioneer

Voters rejected dynasty;
rabri politics, says Modi

PNS B NEW DELHI

Against the backdrop of a
landslide win in Assembly
polls in Gujarat, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Thursday said he is overcome
with a lot of emotions on the
“phenomenal election results”
and dedicated win to party
workers.

Apparently taking a swipe
at the dwindling stakes of the
Congress in Gujarat, Modi
said the support for the BJP is
an indicator that the anger
against dynasty rule and cor-

ruption are rising. Debunking
the politics of AAP’s freebies,
the PM asserted, “Country
understands the harms of
shortcut politics, if a country
is prosperous, everyone’s pros-
perity is guaranteed”

“People blessed politics of
development and at the same
time expressed a desire that
they want this momentum to
continue at a greater pace. I
bow to Gujarat’s Jan Shakti,” he
said in a tweet.

Modi also lauded party
workers in the State, saying
each of them is a champion.
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HP tollows ‘change’ trend, votes Cong in

Cong wins 40, BJP
25, AAP zero in
68-member House
AMITABH SHUKLA m SHIMLA

Himachal Pradesh voted for
a change as the ballot
boxes were opened on
Thursday with the Congress
romping home comfortabl
and demolishing the BJP’s hope
of returning to power once
again in the hill State.

Dev Bhoomi, as Himachal
is called, did not spring any sur-
prise as it has been throwing
incumbent Governments out of
power for the last four decades
and it continued with this tra-
dition by giving the Congress
40 seats and the BJP 25.

The Independents won 3 in
the 68-member Assembly.
Apart from other factors, what
helped the Congress was the
complete demolition of the
AAP, which failed to eat into
the Congress vote bank or get
the anti-incumbency votes,
failing to open its account in
the State.

Chief Minister Jairam
Thakur conceded the party’s
defeat later in the afternoon
and submitted his resignation
to the Governor but only after
a see-saw battle that took a
decisive turn towards the
Congress.

The State president of the

on Thursday
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Congress supporters celebrate the party’s victory in Himachal Pradesh Assembly elections, at AICC headquarters in New Delhi

PTI

victorious Congress, Pratibha
Singh, surrounded by party
workers, supporters, and a
few MLAs, thanked the voters
of the State for trusting the
party. She and her son
Vikramaditya Singh, who won
from Shimla Rural for the
second time, remembered
Virbhadra Singh, the towering
figure of State politics, who
died last year.

Many political analysts in
the State believe that his death
triggered a sympathy factor for
his widow, son, and the party
resulting in the victory, despite
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi campaigning vigorous-
ly in the State and BJP presi-
dent JP Nadda having his
political roots here.

Himachal win face
saver for Congress

DEEPAK KUMAR JHA B
NEW DELHI

Though the hill State never
repeats the incumbent
Government, the Congress’
win in Himachal Pradesh has
come as a face saver for the
grand old party whose worst-
ever performance in Gujarat,
remains a major worry.
More so since the AAP is
gradually eating into its vote
bank and occupying its space.
Coming just a day after its

rout in the MCD polls, the
credit for the Himachal win
goes to the likes of
Chhattisgarh CM Bhupesh
Baghel, general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi and State
leadership, including party
chief Pratibha Singh.

With the party’s tallest
leader Rahul Gandhi staying
away from campaigning, busy
as he is in Bharat Jodo Yatra,
the win in Himachal is the
first under the watch of
Priyanka.

BJP grahs
vote hank

PNS B NEW DELHI

he BJP’s extensive tribal

outreach over the last one
year helped it sweep Gujarat’s
tribal belt — traditionally
Congress bastions — win-
ning 24 of the 27 seats
reserved for the Scheduled
Tribes.

The Congress, which had
won 15 ST seats in Gujarat in
2017, was confined to just two
seats — Danta and
Khedbrahma. And, if the AAP
could corner a near 13 per
cent overall vote share in the
State then it could do so based
on its performance in the
tribal belt as it severely cut
into the Congress vote bank to
corner over 25 per cent votes
in many seats like Bhiloda,
Vyara, Chota Udaipur and
Kaprada.

In fact, it won its lone seat,
Dediapada, cornering a whop-
ping 58 per cent votes. The seat
was won by AAP’s Chaitar
Vasava, a former aide of BTP

Cong’s ST
in Gujarat

Rebels bite dust in
Gujarat, spoil BJP’s
chance in Himachal

PNS B NEW DELHI

The BJP rebels in Gujarat
and Himachal Pradesh lost
their elections but had a dif-
ference in their impact. In
Gujarat, the rebels could not
impact the party negatively, but
they spoiled the BJP’s party in
Himachal Pradesh playing the
role of vote-cutters. Politician,
actor and producer Madhu
Shrivastav and the Waghodia
MLA since 1995, lost the poll
badly. He had issued an open
threat to the BJP after being
denied ticket. Similarly,
Kuldeepsinh Raulji lost from
Savli.

founder and 7-time MLA
Chotu Vasava, who himself was
trounced from Jhagadia by the
BJP candidate Ritesh Vasava.

Semiliguda coldest
in State at 6.9 deg

24 places below

15 degree
m  BHUBANESWAR

T
he cold

conditions intensified in
the State with as many as
24 places recording
minimum temperatures
dropping below 15 degree
Celsius on Wednesday
night. Semiliguda was the
coldest place in the State
recording 6.9 degree
followed by Koraput with
7.8 degree, Kirei 8.7,
Phulbani 9, Daringbadi 10,
Jharsuguda and Sundargarh
10.5 each, Bhawanipatna
10.6, Nabarangpur 11,
Keonjhar 11.6, Sonepur
12.2, Angul 12.6, Balangir
12.8, Deogarh 13, Hirakud

wave

13.3, Kendrapada 13.4,
Baripada 13.5, Baleswar
13.6, Bargarh 13.8,
Sambalpur and Titilagarh
14 each and Boudh and
Bhadrak 14.5 each. The
twin cities of Cuttack and
Bhubaneswar recorded 14.6
and 15.2 degree,
respectively, the India
Meteorological
Department (IMD) said on
Thursday.

The IMD forecasted no
large changes in the night
temperatures for the next
24 hours.

The mercury may rise by 2-
3 degree Celsius in the
subsequent days. It has also
forecasted rains in some
parts of southern districts
of the State on December
9 and 10.
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Dimple charms MSY’s
bastion; BJP captures
Azam’s citadel Rampur

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

Late Mulayam Singh Yadav’s
daughter-in-law Dimple
Yadav won big in the
Samajwadi Party bastion of
Mainpuri parliamentary con-
stituency riding on the sym-
pathy for the party patriarch
whose death necessitated the
bypoll.

The SP, however, lost its
other stronghold of Rampur
Sadar Assembly seat, repre-
sented by its biggest Muslim
face Azam Khan, to the BJP,
which also won the Kurhani
Assembly seat in Bihar in a
direct fight with the JD(U)
post parting of ways with its
erstwhile NDA partner.

Overall, of the six
Assembly seats that went for
bypolls in five States, the BJP
and the Congress won two
seats each while the RLD
and the BJD won a seat
apiece.

Shivpal’s party
merges with SP

Lucknow/Etawah: Samajwadi
Party chief Akhilesh Yadav on
Thursday presented his party’s
flag to his uncle and
Pragatisheel Samajwadi Party
(Lohia) founder Shivpal Singh
Yadav in Saifai, indicating a
merger of the two parties.

Day after VP's NJAC rap,
SC asks AG to stop Mins
from picking on collegium

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
NEW DELHI

he tussle between the
Supreme Court and the
Government over the appoint-
ment of judges intensified on
Thursday with the apex court
asserting that the collegium
system is “law of land” and ask-
ing the Attorney General to
advise the Union Ministers to
desist from talking in public
against the collegium system.
It comes a day after Vice
President Jagdeep Dhankhar
termed the SC striking down
the NJAC Act as “glaring
instance” of “severe compro-
mise” of Parliamentary sover-
eignty and disregard of the
“mandate of the people”
Meanwhile, in the Lok
Sabha, TMC MP Saugata
Roy alleged the Central
Government is “using a high
dignitary” to run down the
collegium system of appoint-

ing Supreme Court and hig
court judges as it wants to
extend its powers everywhere,
including the judiciary.

Justice Sanjay Kishan
Kaul- headed bench told the
Attorney General that the col-
legium system of appoint-
ment of judges is the law of
the land and comments
against it are “not well taken”
and any law declared by it is
“binding” on all stakeholders
and the collegium system
must be followed. The SC
was hearing a matter relating
to delay by the Centre in
clearing the names recom-
mended by the collegium for
appointment as judges to con-
stitutional courts.

Naveen’s sweet revenge on BJP

BJD wins it big in Padampur by-poll
Barsha defeats Purohit by over 42K votes

Congress finishes
poor third with
3,548

PNS = BHUBANESWAR

Chief Minister Naveen

Patnaik on Thursday took
sweet revenge on the BJP
when his BJD candidate
Barsha Singh Bariha won the
Padampur Assembly by-
election in Bargarh district by
a huge margin of 42,679
votes. The ruling party
retained the seat.

The victory came a month
after the BJD suffered a
drubbing from the BJP in the
Dhamnagar Assembly by-
poll.

Naveen talked to Barsha over
phone and congratulated her
over the "spectacular” victory.
While Barsha polled 1,20,807
votes, her BJP rival Pradip
Purohit got 78,128. Congress

nominee Satya Bhusan Sahu
finished a poor third with
3,594 votes.

Both BJD and BJP were
desperately trying to win the
seat as a victory would boost
the morale of their respective
ranks and files ahead of the
2024 general elections in the
State.

The by-poll had witnessed
high-voltage campaigns by
the BJD and the BJP. Three
Union Ministers, party MPs

Jual Oram, Aparajita Sarangi
and Pratap Sarangi and
national spokesperson Sambit
Patra canvassed for the party
candidate.

On the other hand, Naveen
himself led the BJD
campaigning in the
constituency, in which he
deployed over five dozen
MLAs and as many as 13
Ministers.

Pradip Purohit said, "Never
did T expect such a big

margin-victory by my
opponent. I don't
understand what went
wrong with us. We'll review
the outcome of the by-poll
and take course correction
measures." He added that
shifting of over 29,000
Congress votes and
Naveen's assurances for
giving district status to
Padampur and input
subsidy to farmers also
tilted the balance in the
BJD's favour. Congress
candidate Sahu attributed
the BJD victory to money
power. "It's not a people's
mandate or Janadesh. It's
Dhanadesh or victory of
money power. They
distributed huge amounts
of money to influence
voters. Many video clips of
BJD leaders distributing
money to voters are circulating
in social media," he said.

In Kendrapada

Patient treated under mobile torch

Probe ordered
after video viral

RAJESH BEHERA

KENDRA PADA: The
district administration and
the Health Department have
started a probe after photos
and videos of a patient
getting treated by a doctor
under mobile phone
torchlight at the Marshaghai
Community Health Centre
(CHC) in Kendrapada
district went viral on social
media. A motorbike rider

had sustained
serious injuries in a
road mishap on
Monday night and
was rushed to the
+ CHC. While the
doctor and staffs
were stitching the
patient's wounds,
electric lights went
off. The doctor was
forced to complete
the stitching under
mobile phone light.
When contacted,
Additional Chief
District Medical
Officer Dr Mirza

Babar Baig s said the matter
has come to his notice and
a probe has been ordered
into the incident. Though
the CHC has a generator,
connection has not been
provided to the OPD
dressing room and labour
room. This is not the first
time that a patient was
treated under mobile
phone  light.  Such
incidents occur at regular
intervals with patients
being treated under
torchlight, candlelight
and mobile torchlight,
alleged locals.
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Rs 13.8aL recovered from Forester

Further raids on
PNS ® NUAPADA

Ghanashyam Sabar, Forester,

Komna Section under the Khariar
Forest Division in Nuapada
district, came under Vigilance raid
on Wednesday. A Cash of Rs
5,05,000 was recovered from his

possession when he was intercepted
on NH-353 while returning from
Komna to his residence at Khariar
town by his motorcycle, an official
release on Thursday said.

Moreover, cash of Rs 8,00,000 was
also recovered during a search of
his GAovernment residential
quarter located at Komna. Further,
cash of Rs 80,000 was recovered

from the drawer of Sabar’s office
table at Komna, the release said.

With all this, the total cash recovery
was Rs 13,85,000, which the
Forester could not account for
satisfactorily. Later, simultaneous
searches were launched at his
residential house at Khariar and
parental house located at Borogaon
till this reports came in on Thursday.

Grorepati Range Officer in Vig net

PNS m CUTTACK

The Vigilance police on

Thursday conducted searches on
the properties and locations
connected to Siba Prasad Naik,
Forest Range Officer, Titilagarh
under the Balangir Forest
Division in Balangir district, on
the allegation of possession of
assets disproportionate to his
known sources of income. So far,
the unearthed movable and

immovable assets in the names
of Naik and his family members
included a double-storied
building near Rajendra College
in Balangir town worth Rs 81.81
lakh, two plots in prime areas of
Balangir town worth Rs 18.95
lakh, bank and insurance
premium deposits worth Rs 46.68
lakh, gold ornaments, cash, a
two-wheeler and household
articles worth over Rs 15.77 lakh.
Further searches were
continuing.

PNS = CUTTACK

he Vigilance police on

Thursday caught Debabrata
Sahu, Junior Engineer (JE),
Office of Superintending
Engineer, Rural
Development Division,
Rourkela, red-handed while
accepting a bribe of Rs
10,000 from a person. Sahu
had demanded the bribe from

JE held taking bribe

the complainant (a
contractor) to clear his bill
of maintenance of a road
work. Following the trap,
simultaneous searches were
carried out on the rented
residential house of Sahu
located at HIG-211,
Cooperative Colony, Chhend
Phase-II, Rourkela and his
office chamber. Further
investigation was on.

Kandham

Govt sanctions Rs
62,950 for his 1st-yr
MBBS course

PNS = BHUBANESWAR

C hief Minister Naveen

Patnaik has directed the ST &
SC Department to release funds
for the MBBS course of
Kandhamal district's Ifu
Mallick, a promising scholar.

Secretary to CM VK Pandian
spoke to Ifu and invited him to
meet the CM at the Naveen
Niwas when visits

Bhubaneswar. Ifu cleared NEET
and was selected for
admission in MBBS at the

S [fu Mallick invited

Saheed Lakshman Nayak
(SLN) Medical College in
Koraput. He was unable to
arrange for admission fees
and other expenses. This
came to the CM's notice and
he directed the ST and SC
Department to take this up on
priority and make necessary
arrangements. Following the
CM's directives, the
department sanctioned Rs
62,950 towards expenses of
Ifu's first-year course. The
amount was sanctioned
within six hours of the CM's

meet CM

direction. This has been
funded by the State
Government under its own
scheme of Financial
Assistance for ST students.
The CM has started this
initiative so that meritorious
ST students are able to pursue
their studies, especially in
professional colleges. Notably,
the State Government fully
bears the cost of studies and
accommodation of SC and ST
students getting into national
institutes on merit. Pandian
talked to Ifu at length.

Woman ahducted,

ahused

NHRC seeks report from D

RAJESH BEHERA =
BHUBANESWAR

The National Human Rights

Commission (NHRC) has sought
an Action-Taken Report (ATR)
within four weeks from the
Odisha DGP and Kendrapada SP
over the kidnap and sexual abuse
of a married woman of the
district.

The NHRC passed this order
acting on a petition filed by
rights activist Sagar Kumar Jena
of Kendrapada.

s petition, Jena has alleged
that a 46-year-old woman of
Amber village under the
Pattamundai Model police
station was kidnapped on
February 28, 2022 and taken to
avillage in Ganjam district. She
was confined in a room and
sexually abused for two months
by the accused Debdutta
Mallick.

Mallick had earlier borrowed Rs
40,000 and some gold
ornaments from the victim for
his sister's marriage in the
presence of witnesses. The

P K'pada SP

victim allegedly demanded him
to repay the money and return
the gold ornaments. The
accused committed the crime in
a bid to take revenge on the
woman  for demanding
repayment of the loan and
return of the ornaments, the
petition stated.

Later, the woman managed to
escape from the house and was
rescued by her husband. Based
on the complaint of her
husband, the Pattamundai police
registered a case.

2 |Umbos stuck inmud in Mbhan

PNS = BARIPADA

Two elephants got stuck in a

muddy pit at Katharoma village
under the Baripada Forest Range
of Mayurbhanj district. Locals
spotted the pachyderms in the
water-filled pit on Thursday
morning and informed forest

SOCIAL CANVAS

officials about the incident.
Efforts were on to rescue the
animals. Notably, an elephant
herd has been roaming near the
village for the last few days. Two
elephants of the herd fell into the
pit late on Wednesday night.
Being stuck in the mud, the
jumbos were unable to come out
of the pit.

In Baleswar

Postmaster gets
jail for forgery

PNS = BALESWAR

Chief Judicial Magistrate Lalita

Manjari Pattnayak on Thursday
convicted a retired Postmaster on the
charge of committing forgery and
fraud and sentenced him to a three-
year jail term along with a penalty of
Rs 6,000, in default another two-
month jail term.

The convict is Priyanath Das, a
resident of Langaleswar, against
whom a complaint was lodged by
one Sarbeswar Baliarsing of
Jaleswar in 2006 that he had
withdrawn depositors' money
without their knowledge. Das,
Postmaster of Singla post office,
had withdrawn over Rs 52,000
from accounts of different perons
by forging their signatures and
documents.  Police  after
investigation registered a case against
Das, who was then tried in court.

Tabla maestro Kar no more

[Last rites to be
held with State

honours.

PNS = BHUBANESWAR

Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik
condoled the demise of noted tabla
player Pandit Umesh Chandra Kar,
who passed away at his residence
here on Thursday at the age of 71.
In a condolence message, Patnaik
said Kar was a gifted artist and his
demise is a huge loss to the music
industry in the State.

The CM also announced that Kar's
last rites would be conducted with
full State honours. He expressed
condolences to the bereaved
family. A renowned figure in the
Hindustani classical music
fraternity, Kar had been conferred
with many awards in his lifetime
including the Sangeet Natak

Akademi Award and Ila Panda
Sangeet Samman. He was a former

Principal of the Utkal Sangeet
Mahavidyalaya.

Caught on camera in Bhadrak

Rl suspended after
demanding bribe

PNS m BHADRAK

The Bhadrak district Collector on

Thursday suspended the Darlang
Revenue Inspector (RI) of
Dhamnagar tehsil after he was caught
on camera demanding bribe from a
person for issuing a caste certificate.
The action was taken against Tapas
Ranjan Jena with immediate effect.
During the period of suspension, the
headquarters of Jena has been fixed
at the Sub-Collector's office in
Bhadrak. He will not leave
headquarters without prior permission
of the competent authority. A person
had applied for a caste certificate for
his daughter. Jena demanded Rs 500
for issuing the certificate. The
applicant expressed his inability to
pay the amount. But later he paid Rs
500 and got the certificate. An
unidentified person had shot the
video of the RI demanding and
accepting the bribe which later went
viral on social media.

et there come up a rights court in each dist

Recruit public
prosecutors from
among vulnerable
communities

MANAS JENA

The International Human

Rights Day on December 10 is
observed since Universal
Declaration of Human Rights
(UDHR) in 1948 by the United
Nations General Assembly. Today,
there are 192 countries as members
of the UN. The slogan of this year's
Human Rights Day is 'Stand up
for Human Rights-Dignity,
Freedom and Justice for All.'

The UDHR is a most-trusted
international document of 30
fundamental indivisible and
inalienable human rights which has
been translated into more than 500
languages for the member

countries to disseminate widely
among people for promoting
awareness on human rights and for
its realization by all human beings
irrespective of their various
identities based on race, colour,
religion, sex, language, political
opinion, national or social origin,
property, birth or other status.
The first article of the document
says that we are all born free and
equal in dignity and rights. It
includes a range of rights, the
right to life without slavery,
discrimination and torture. It
says about equality before law and
protection of human rights by
law. The document affirms the
right to freedom, democracy,
freedom of thought and
expression, privacy, mobility,
nationality, right to marriage and
family. The right to food and
shelter, education, social security,
and responsibility are
interrelated for a dignified life.
The end part of the document
says that no one can take away
your human rights.

The International Bill of Human
Rights is a human rights law
which includes UDHR and
International Covenants on
Civil and Political Rights
(ICCPR) and the International
Covenants on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights (ICESCR)
produced by the UN Human
Rights Commission as

international law since 1976. The
countries which have ratified
ICCPR have agreed to allow the
human rights committee to
investigate allegations by
individuals and organisations of
their country that have violated
human rights but before that the
complainants have to exhaust all
legal remedies available in their
own country.

During the years after the World
War II, the understanding and
connotations of human rights
have been getting widened in the
changing global context by
including civil rights, peace,
anti-war, terrorism, migration,
refugees, racism, violence and
discrimination, inequality,
environment, climate change
and pandemic issues. The issues
of poverty and increasing
inequality, discrimination and
exclusion of communities and
democratic insufficiencies have
become a global human rights
concern and emerged as
challenges for human rights. The
UN has set up the Millennium
Development Goals (MDG) to
achieve some of the basic human
rights such as food, shelter, health
and education for all.

In spite of progress in many fronts,
today millions of people, mostly
children, women, elders, PWDs,
ethnic minorities, indigenous
people, sexual minorities, IGBTs,

race and caste discriminated/
affected communities and working
class continue to suffer in
realization of their human rights
to live with dignity. The historical
battles for human rights witnessed
many stalwarts those who continue
to inspire the human rights
movement in many fronts and
their remarkable struggles have
changed the human rights
discourses. The ideas and work of
Eleanor Roosevelt (1884-1962) of
USA who is credited for the UDHR
document, MK Gandhi, Dr BR
Ambedkar, Martin Luther King Jr
(1929-1968), Nelson Mandela
(1918-2013) and many others are
a continual source of inspiration
for struggle against race, caste and
gender-based discriminations
existing around the world.

There have been powerful peoples'
movements going on in many
parts of the world to establish civil
rights, dignity and equality in
social life. The post independent
human rights movement in India
witnessed multiple issues of
human rights violation against the
women, Dalits, Adivasies,
indigenous ethic groups and
religious and linguist minorities
who are deprived of their basic
socio-cultural, economic and
political rights as citizens of the
country. Many of them prone to
violence and deprived of justice
as undertrials in prisons as

reported by the NCRB in its
reports. There is a series of human
rights laws and dedicated
institutions such as NHRC set up
in the country for the protection
and promotion of human rights
and specially to defend the poor
and weak from injustice and
exploitation. But still these laws
have not reached to many of the
poorest of the poor and vulnerable
groups and individuals suffering
with miseries and injustice which
need a collective commitment of
all human beings in the universe.
It is globally understood in the
famous saying of Martin Luther
King that "injustice anywhere is a
threat to justice everywhere".

The practice of respect for human
rights must be reflected in our
day-to-day personal life, in
families, schools and work places
by making all efforts of spreading
human rights education as well as
practices to build a society based
on social and moral values and
principles of liberty, equality,
compassion, friendship and
fraternity and utmost respect for
human dignity. The Constitution
of India and international
covenants and UDHR paved the
way for the foundation for the
Human Rights Act 1993 under
which human rights commissions
are in place to address the issues
of human rights violation of
people in general and the women,

SCs, STs, and minorities in
particular. There are human rights
bodies at State and national levels
such as the National Human
Rights Commission, National
Commission for Scheduled Castes,
National Commission for
Scheduled Tribes, National
Commission for Women and
National Commission for
Minorities. There have been
provisions of human rights courts
and special public prosecutor
along with provisions of legal aid
for speedy trial of offences arising
out of violation of human rights.
There are many civil society
groups, private bodies, activists
and community voluntary
organisations engaged in
promotion and protection of
human rights of the vulnerable
groups who are struggling without
adequate support of the
Government. They are prone to
physical and mental harassment
and humiliation by anti-social
forces and sometimes by police
and paramilitary forces. There has
been a discussion about the rights
of human rights defenders by the
UN and it is being reported that
sometimes in conflicting
situations, the human rights
defenders are facing life threat
while discharging their duty and
a few of them even have lost their
life. The Government must take
adequate steps to ensure the safety

and security of human rights
defenders and promote and
encourage  defenders to
strengthen UDHR activism
associated with UDHR rights
movement to building a law-
abiding peaceful society.
The Odisha Human Rights
Commission came into operation
in the year 2003. It is reported
that cases have been pending for
trial and only very few cases have
been disposed by the commission.
It shows an increasing rate of
human rights violation in the
State. More worrying is the fact
that the rate of disposal of cases
is very negligible. It is good that
in many cases of public interest,
the Odisha Human Rights
Commission has intervened on
its own and passed many
exemplary judgments. There
should be human rights courts in
each district while adequate public
prosecutors from among
vulnerable communities of the
State must be recruited to
improve the justice delivery
system with social inclusion. The
human rights institutions and
State must have adequate
allocation of funds and
investment on human rights
mechanism to promote human
rights education and for
realisation of rights leaving no one
behind.
(manasbbsr15@gmail.com)
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Ahead of Men’s Hocke

sports,

To continue till
Jan 19

MALAY RAY
V.IQSUNDARGARH

he Sundargarh district
administration has

commenced the District Level
Sports and Cultural Activation
Programme in the whole
district, starting from the birth
place of hockey legend and
hockey India President Dilip
Tirkey, for the upcoming
Hockey World Cup.

The event, which will continue
till January 19, 2023, was
inaugurated at Saunmura
village under Balisankara block

CU

on Tuesday by Sundargarh MP
Jual Oram, Hockey India
President Dilip Tirkey and
former India Captain of
Women's Hockey Subhadra

Pradhan.

Sundargarh district is known as
cradle of hockey and former
captain of Indian hockey team
Tirkey, who is now the President

of Hockey India, was born
at Saunmura village. The
event will continue in all the
17 blocks, three
municipalities and in

ure prog hegins in S garh

Rourkela Municipal
Corporation under Sundargarh
district. Hockey, football,
volleyball, Kabbadi, Kho Kho,
Boxing and Badminton etc will
be played in all the places
where students of schools,
colleges and the youths of the
locality will take part.

On the occasion, Tirkey spoke
about his childhood days in his
birth place and about his
playing days in the village
field.Among others,
Sundargarh MLA Kusum Tete,
Talsara MLA Bhabani Shankar
Bhoi, Bonai MLA Laxman
Munda, Sundargarh Collector
Dr Parag Harshad Gavali, and
SP Sagarika Nath were present.

Why NRL targeted
Paradip BJD agitators?

It had r@emained silent
on demo by others,
especially BJP, carlier
PNS ®m PARADIP

he Numaligarh Refinery

Limited (NRL) has started work
on setting up an oil refinery in
Paradip Sandhakud area. Local
people are opposing the project
with various demands. On
December 4, hundreds of BJD
workers including Paradip
Municipal Chairman Basant
Kumar Biswal, all Councillors
and Jagatsinghpur BJD district
women wing president Savita
Mohapatra came ina procession
and protested in front of the
company office, demanding

environmental safety and
employment oflocal people. But
on December 6, the company
filed a complaint in the name
of the protestors at Jatadhari
Muhan Marine police station
and the complaint was
immediately registered. In their
name various sections were
lodged. District BJD women
president Mohapatra, youth
leader Deepak Behera, K
Rambabu, Vaskar Achari and
Nityananda Behera among 33
peoplehave been framed the case.
It is pertinent to mention here
that before the BJD rally, similar
processionsand protests were held
by the BJP and Bapi Sarkhel's
association too, but action was
taken by the company.

Ex-AE arrest

Engineers’ body threatens stir in JSpur

m  JAGATSINGHPUR

T
he Odisha

Engineers' Association,
Jagatsinghpur unit, decried the
arrest of Raghunathpur block
former assistant engineer
Amiya Chand Mallick on the
charge of embezzlement of
funds.

The association held its meeting
in the Jagatsinghpur block office
on Wednesday and said Mallick
had been illegally arrested
without any proper inquiry.
The association submitted a
memorandum  to the
Jagatsinghpur Collector, SP, Zilla
Parishad executive officer and
block development officer
seeking their intervention.

Diploma

Besides, it threatened to
launch a stir if the demands
were not met. "We urge the

police to conduct an
appropriate probe and book
the other accused persons in
the case,” demanded
association president
Narendra Nath Jena. The
meeting was attended by
association advisor engineer

Krushna Chandra Sethy, vice
president Kailash Chandra Behera,
secretary Surya Narayan Barik
and assistant and junior
engineers across the district.
Mallick, a retired assistant
engineer of Raghunathpur block,
was arrested on December 3 on
the charge of embezzling a sum of
Rs 1.66 crore allotted under Ama
Gaon and Ama Bikash fund.

In Tarbha tehsil

Land gets registered with fake lega

Vig probe sought
SRIKUMAR MAHANTA

PNS ®m SONEPUR

A fakelegal heir certificate has
been used for registering aland
a month ago in Tarbha tehsil
under Subarnapur district.
Interestingly, the Sub
Registrar, Tehsildar and other
tehsil officials could not get an
inkling of it.
Sources said

the land

registration of Tirtha Rana and
Surubabu Rana in Tarbha
NAC had been executed a
month ago on the basis of
using a fake legal heir
certificate. The fraud came to
light recently when a person
scanned the QR code of the
legal heir certificate of the
seller, which showed it was one
Kalanidhi Sahu's legal heir
certificate.

Kalanidhi's family was shocked
to see that their legal heir
certificate had been edited and
used as that of Tirtha Rana and
Surubabu Rana. Kalanidhi's
photo in the legal heir certificate
was replaced with that of
another person named as
Jogeswar Rana.

Notably, before registration of
aland, the Sub Registrar seeks a
report from the Tehsildar
regarding the land status. After

that the Tesildar gives an
order to the concerned
Revenue Inspector to give
him the spot verification
report of that land. By
getting the RI report, the
Sub Registrar proceeds
further for the land
registration. The Sub
Registrar has also the duty
to check all the documents
of the seller. But in this case,
the Sub Registrar did not

heir cert

properly scrutinize the
documents before proceeding
for land registration.

"Some tehsil officials must be
having nexus with the persons
who made the fake certificate,"
said social worker Mitabrata
Mishra. He demanded a
Vigilance inquiry into the
whole issue. Sub Register
Suryamani Bhoi of Tarbha
tehsil skipped a query on the

issue.

Rly JE held taking
Dribein JSpur

PNS ® JAGATSINGHPUR

unior Engineer Benudhar

Sahoo, working on Cuttack-
Paradeep railway line, was
caught red-handed by CBI
sleuths while receiving Rs 8,000
bribe from a farmer in Biridi
on Wednesday. Benudhar
Khuntia was cultivating paddy
in a railway department-
occupied land near the
Badakhandeita passenger halt
near Biridi since 1972. The
department had given him a
lease for 20 years for using the
land for agriculture purposes.
After the term expired in 1991,
the department denied its
renewal, but Khuntia
continued possession of the
land. Taking pleas that Khuntia
unlawfully possessed the land,
JE Sahoo asked him to give Rs
8,000 to renew his control over
the land. Khuntia declined to
oblige and approached the CBI
office in Bhubaneswar. Acting
on Khuntia's information, CBI
sleuths reached the
Raghunathpur station and
picked up Sahoo while receiving
Rs 8,000 from the complainant.

Woman who slips
de-boarding train

rescued

PNS ®m RAYAGADA

woman passenger was

rescued when her feet slipped
while de-boarding from a
Rayagada passenger train at
Platform No.4 of the Duvvada
railway station. Railway staffs
rushed to the site and started
rescue operations. She was
retrieved alive by breaking the
platform coping and was shifted
to  hospital by 108
Ambulance.Staffs from Civil
Engineering, Operating,
Commercial, RPE, Railway and
GRP did a very commendable
job by working for one and a half
hoursand the young woman was
safely taken out by removing two
blocks of platform No.4. She was
slightly injured. DRM Anup
Satpathy appreciated the rescue
team for swift rescue operation
to save life of the woman. As an
appreciation, a token group cash
award and individual citations
were announced.

Executive-Judicl

SATYA NARAYAN MISRA

nlike the US Constitu-

tion, the concept of separation
of power is not clearly etched
out in our Indian Constitu-
tion. This has led to major spats
between the Executive and the
Judiciary regarding supremacy
of each other. Former PM
Indira Gandhi fired the first
salvo by introducing the 24th
amendment (1971) where she
proposed that every provision
in Constitution can be
amended or deleted through
an amendment process.

The Supreme Court in 1973
put a caveat that a few basic
principles of the constitution
cannot be snuffed away. They
include federalism, democracy,
republican form of Govern-
ment, secularism, separation of
power and independence of
the Judiciary. Stung by the ca-
veat, Gandhi tried to amend
the Constitution in 1976 by
including two clauses in Ar-
ticle 368 which again reiter-
ated Parliament's supremacy in
amending the Constitution

and obliterating the judicial
review powers of the Supreme
Court.

However, in the iconic
Minerva Mills judgement
(1980), the Parliament has
been denied its will to be om-
nipotent and the judicial maj-
esty through judicial review of
the Executive's conduct and
legislative legitimacy were
firmly burnished.

The Indian Constitution en-
visages separation of Judiciary
from the Executive in Article
50. Unlike other constitu-
tional authorities like CAG
and CEC, the President who
is the executive head is ex-
pected to consult the Chief
Justice of India in the matter
of appointment of High Court
and Supreme Court Judges.
There was a great deal of de-
bate in the Constituent As-
sembly about the selection
process. Dr Ambedkar was
keen to adopt the US model
where a presidential nomina-
tion is subjected to examina-
tion of the senate committee
on judicial appointments.
However, he didn't press for
this process since he thought,
"Democracy in India is only a
top dressing on an essentially
undemocratic India."

The process of consultation
with the Chief Justice of India
has been going on since 1951
wherein the opinion of the CJI
is considered to be most im-
portant. The years 1973 to
1977, sadly witnessed super-

1y slug

session of Judges once in 1973
and then in 1977 when the
court didn't pander to the social
philosophy of socialism of the
Congress party. This raised the
bogey of Judges being commit-
ted to the powers that cast a
shadow on selection of Judges
and their transfers by the party
in power.

The debate about judicial and
executive supremacy reared its
head in the SP Gupta Vs Union
of India Case when the court
clearly gave primacy to the
Central Government and not
the Supreme Court in the mat-
ter of appointment of Judges,
as they are elected and account-
able to the people. Justice
Bhagawati observed that Judges
should be of stern stuff and
tough, unbending before
power; economic or political.
They must uphold the core prin-
ciple of rule of law viz."Be you
over so high, the law is above
you". He also quoted
Shakespeare who wrote "it is
excellent to have giant strength
but it is tyranny to use it as a
giant." The SP Gupta case is also
significant because it didn't give
primacy to the CJI in the mat-
ter of selection of Judges.

In the Second advocates on
record case (1993), the Supreme
Court completely overruled the
1982 verdict and suggested that
the Judges would be appointed
on the basis of recommendation
of collegiums which will have
CJI and four other Judges. It
also clarifies that the word 'con-

on |udges’ app

sultation' in Art. 124 (2)
should be construed to read
as "concurrence". The
collegiums system has been
in operation since 1993 and
many legal luminaries and
previous SC Judges have ob-
served that the whole process
is opaque in the absence of
manifest guidelines. The
principle of seniority which
was in the heart of three
Judges quitting in 1973
when they were superseded
by Justice AN Roy is rou-
tinely violated by the
collegiums, giving rise to a
criticism of judicial nepo-
tism. Accordingly, in 2015,
the Government brought in
an amendment to the Article
124 as per which it was sug-
gested that a commission
titled NJAC should be the ba-
sis for the judicial appoint-
ments by the President. It
included the CJI as the
Chairperson, two senior
Judges, Law Minister and
two eminent persons.

In the above judgement, a
dissenting opinion was raised
by Justice Chelameswar who
had observed that transpar-
ency is a vital factor in con-
stitutional governance.
Drawing reference to the SP
Gupta case, he had observed
that the assumption of pri-
macy of the Judiciary in the
appointment of Judges is
empirically flawed. To hold
that the Government should
be excluded from the process

of appointing Judges is a doc-
trinal heresy. For Justice
Chelameswar, the majority
view point offends the prin-
ciple of separation of power,
which is a basic feature of the
Constitution.

Going by the trend of argu-
ments, one clearly discerns that
most of the Judges including
the retired CJIs support con-
tinuation of the collegiums
system. To be fair to the judi-
ciary, they have greater exper-
tise in the matter of selection
of Judges provided the selec-
tion process is objectively
crafted and is known to all the
stakeholders. The present CJI
has observed that many bright
young lawyers from the Su-
preme Court would be ideal
candidates for becoming
Judges of HCs. This is in the
context of the evidence that
judgeship generally goes to the
members of the judiciary and
not to the lawyers. Sadly, there
is no discussion as to why the
proposed creation of an In-
dian Judicial Service (1978) is
not being put to effect.

This will bring in bright and
talented lawyers into the scaf-
folding of Judiciary. It seems
that the Supreme Court is
averse to implement IJS as it
would hinder the selection
process of existing lawyers.
When Pandit Nehru asked
Setalvad regarding the crite-
ria for selection of Judges, he
had said, 'more than inde-
pendent mind we should look

Men

for competent judges.'

In the US the best of minds
compete for judicial seats be-
cause it carries huge gravitas
unencumbered by financial
consideration. The very fact
that the best and brightest
amongst the legal fraternity
don't opt for judgeship is a re-
flection of the not so high on
esteem bestowed on a judicial
chair. With his impeccable in-
tellectual pedigree, CJI
Chandrachud must contem-
plate how to bring in the best
and brightest to decide on le-
gality and constitutionality of
matters that will be adjudi-
cated by the Judges.

The National Commission to
Review the Constitution
(2002) had suggested that a
National Judicial Commission,
with three Judges including
CJIs, Law Minister and a per-
son nominated by the Presi-
dent should substitute the
present opaque collegiums
system. It will give the Judi-
ciary a majority voice as op-
posed to the NJAC structure,
where the apple cart can be
tilted by the party in power.
The time for introducing IJS
and replacing collegiums sys-
tem with NJC has come to
restore faith in the selection
process and quality of Judges.
As Fali Nariman writes, "Ju-
diciary is like salt of the earth.
If the salt ever loses its savour,
then wherewith shall it be
salted?"

(Dr Misrais Professor Emeritus)

INBRIEF

CUO HOLDS MAHAPARINIRVAN DIWAS AMBEDKAR
Koraput: The Dr
Ambedkar Centre of Ex-
cellence, Central Univer-
sity of Odisha, observed
the 66th death anniver-
sary (Mahaparinirvan | o

Diwas) of Bharat Ratna Dr Bhlmrao Ramji Ambedkar on
Tuesday. Vice-Chancellor Prof Chakradhar Tripathi paid hom-
age to the great soul and addressed the students and faculty
members. He said Ambedkar was the father of the Indian
Constitution and was one of the greatest social reformers.
Programme coordinator Dr BK Srinivas said Ambedkar was
a great philosopher, administrator, economist and politician.

AMBEDKAR DEATH ANNIV OBSERVED IN JSPUR

Jagatsinghpur: The death an-
niversary of Dr Bhim Rao
Ambedkar was celebrated as
the Mahaparinirvan Diwas by |
the district administration and
local municipality on Tuesday. Collector Parul Patwari gar-
landed the statue of Ambedkar in front of the collectorate.
Dr Ambedkar was against caste system and trying to ease the
difficulties faced by the untouchables, told Patwari. Other
district level officials were present.

MAHAPARINIRWAN DIWAS AT RAYAGADA
Rayagada:  The  66th
Mahaparinirwan Diwas of
Bharat Ratna Dr BR Ambedkar
was observed at his statues near
the New Bus Stand and
Ambedkar Nagar near Rama
Talkies here. Jalandhar
Pushika, ex-DIPRO,
Rayagada; Basanta Pradhan,
DIPRO; Bommali Kanta Rao
of Seva Sthamba; Siba Shankar
Bihari, District Treasury Officer; Abhimanyu Kandhapam,
president, BAMCEF; Subash Bidika, coordinator; Gouri
Shankar Dora; Babu Rao and many others paid floral tribute
to the great patriot. Ambedkar has written the world's long-
est Constitution in the cause of poor and oppressed, for which
he would be remembered forever, said Pushika Pradhan and
others

HOME GUARDS DAY HELD IN JAGATSINGHPUR
Jagatsinghpur: The 60th
Home Guard Day was cel- |
ebrated in the reserve police
ground at Punanga here on
Tuesday. SP Akhileshavar *
Singh took the salute on the §
ceremonial parade organised
on the occasion and spoke as
the chief guest. He reiterated
that in the year 1946 the home guards organisation was es-
tablished in the country to assist the police in controlling
civil disturbances and communal riots. 15 home guards were
felicitated by SP Singh on the occasion. Among others, ASP
Ramesh Kumar Panda, DSP Biranchi Bag and Reserve In-
spector Duroydhan Behera spoke.

HOME GUARD RAISING DAY AT P’KHEMUNDI
Paralakhemundi: The 60th @

Home Guard Raising Day was | *
observed here at the Betaguda
police barracks parade ground.
Gajapati district in-Charge SP
Bamadeb Singh received guard of honor and praised Home
Guards for their dedication to service. Singh said Home Guards
did commendable service during the Covid-19 pandemic and
cyclone. Four Home Guards, Raju Padal, Bijay Mahapatra,
Jagannath Satapathy and Gopalkrushma Patnaik, were
honoured with the DGP-disc awards and bronze medals.
Paralakhemundi Municipality Chairperson Nirmala Sethy,
Headquarters DSP RK Das, DSP HR-PCR Kailash Buruda
and OSAP Commandant Juria Behra spoke.

WORLD SOIL DAY AT JSW BPSL
Sambalpur: The JSW
Bhushan Power &
Steel Limited at
Thelkoloi of |
Sambalpur district
celebrated the World [*
Soil Day with a plan-
tation drive in and around its steel plant complex and mass
plantation by its employees at various locations. The JSW
BPSL has taken lead in soil conservation in many ways. The
company is also considering to provide vegetation through
coir matting over slopes so that erosion is prevented and
slopes stability is ensured and a good vegetation is provided
for biological reclamation of the disturbed areas. JSW BPSL,
Sambalpur president Anil Singh and Chief Operating Of-
ficer Umesh Rai give much importance to increasing planta-
tion in the area.

KERALA TOURISM PLANS IT BIG FOR WINTER SEASON

Bhubaneswar:
Spurred by the
success of its ini-
tiatives during
the festival sea-
son that trig-
gered a huge
spike in domestic tourist arrivals, the Kerala Tourism has
chalked out a slew of programmes for the winter to
attract a still higher number of visitors from within the
country and outside. Tourism Minister PA Mohamed
Riyas said the festival season was positive for Kerala's
tourism with a large number of domestic tourists visit-
ing the state and reaffirming its touristy appeal in the
post-Covid phase.

SUBARNAPUR AMINS ON AGITATION

Sonepur: Amins in Subarnapur district have launched an
agitation demanding fulfillment of their five-point charter
of demands. The demands include an increase in grade pay
from Rs 1,800 to Rs 2,800, proper implementation of the
ODRS Rule 1983, issue of map ID, changing the name of
Amin post to Land Surveyor and increasing the educational
qualification from Class +2 to Class +3. A statement from
the District Amin Union said that though the agitation is
continuing since December 1, the Government has turned a
blind eye to it.
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Rajya Sabha Chairman not ‘partisan’ but “national’: Dhankhar

Dhankhar disallows Shiv Sena (UBT) to
raise Maha-K’taka border row m House

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

Stressing that Rajya Sabha
chairman is not “partisan”
but “national,” Jagdeep
Dhankhar on Thursday said he
will give preference to experi-
enced members like former
Prime Minister HD Deve
Gowda to express their views in
the House and not go by the
rule book.

Giving this assurance on
the second day of assuming
responsibility of the Upper
House during the ongoing
Winter Session, he also urged
the Elders to rise above politi-
cal considerations regarding
important issues.

While felicitating him as
new Rajya Sabha Chairman on
Wednesday, it was suggested by
some that experienced members
should be given adequate time
to express views on legislations
and issues of national interest.

"Believe in the Chair. The
Chair is not partisan. The
Chair is national," Dhankhar
said while making an observa-
tion during the Question Hour
on day two of the Winter
Session of Parliament.

Rajya Sabha rules provide
for the allocation of time dur-
ing debates as per the strength
of a political party - the larger
the number of MPs more is
time is given to the party.
Gowda is the sole member of
his party (JDS) in the House
and hence is allocated the least
time to put forth his views.

Observing that the House
has two former prime ministers
- H D Deve Gowda and
Manmohan Singh - as MPs, the
chairman said their views on
important matters would serve
as an input to the entire nation.

"If on an issue honourable
former prime minister H D
Deve Gowda would like to
speak that will be an input to

the entire nation. I would first
look at him, his vision and then
the rulebook," said Dhankhar.

He further said senior MPs
like Jairam Ramesh (Congress)
too would be given time if they
want to intervene on the sub-
ject of their expertise.

"The chairman is the ulti-
mate custodian and protector,”
he assured the House.

He also said there is great
interest about India after it

assumed G-20 presidency ear-

lier this month as was evident
during his two recent visits
abroad as the Vice President.
Dhankhar invited suggestions
from the MPs regarding the
year long programmes associ-
ated with G-20 in India.

Leader of the House Piyush
Goyal said the G-20 presiden-
cy was not of one party or the
government but of the entire
country.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

Rajya Sabha Chairman
Jagdeep Dhankhar on
Thursday did not allow Shiv
Sena (Uddhav Balasaheb
Thackeray) to raise the
Maharashtra-Karnataka bor-
der row in the House as the
party had not presented it in a
proper manner as per rules.
Elders, meanwhile, flagged
issues including the recent
cyber attack on the All India
Institute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS) New Delhi and
Safdarjung Hospital, plight of
employees in the information
technology sector due to
reported lay-offs, Indians lan-
guishing in prison in some Gulf

countries and Tamil Nadu fish-
ermen ill-treated by Sri Lankan
defence forces.

On the Maharashtra-
Karnataka border issue, when
the House met for the day, the
Chairman said he has received
notices under Rule 267 but was
disallowing them as they were
not in order and did not spec-
ify the Rule. Notices under Rule
267 seek suspension of the
business of the day to take up
a discussion on the issue being
raised.

Priyanka Chaturvedi of the
Shiv Sena (Uddhav Balasaheb
Thackeray), who had given
the notice under rule 267, said
the border issue between
Karnataka and Maharashtra is
an important issue and needs

to be discussed at the national
level.

Dhankhar, however, disal-
lowed it, saying the require-
ments of invoking rule 267
were not met. "Now if the
Honourable member seeks to
make an issue which is tan-
gential, it will be inappropriate,”

he said, adding the member
could speak in respect of
rigours of compliance of the
rule.

"Come out with a for-
malised request, it will receive
consideration and there will be
a structured discussion," he
said.

RS passes Wild

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

mid reservation from
Opposition parties, the
Rajya Sabha on Thursday
passed the Wildlife (Protection)
Amendment Bill which claims
to seek better management of
protected areas and also pro-
vides for certain permitted
activities like grazing or move-
ment of livestock and bona fide
use of drinking and household
water by local communities.
Lok Sabha had already
cleared the legislation in August
during the Monsoon Session.
The Wild Life (Protection)
Amendment Bill, 2021, which
had undergone scrutiny of a
parliamentary panel, seeks to
conserve and protect wildlife
through better management
of protected areas and ratio-
nalise schedules which list out
species under the Wild Life
(Protection) Act, 1972.

Ife

According to the state-
ment of objects and reasons of
the bill, the Wild Life
(Protection) Act, 1972, was
enacted to provide for the pro-
tection of wild animals, birds
and plants with a view to
ensure the ecological and envi-
ronmental security of the coun-
try.

The bill, which was tabled
by Environment Minister
Bupender  Yadav  on
Wednesday, also sought to
include the aspects of "conser-
vation" and "management” of
wildlife which are covered by
the Act and make amend-
ments for better management
of protected areas.

It proposes to rationalise
and amend the schedules,
which list out wildlife species,
for the purposes of clarity, and
ensure better care of seized live
animals and disposal of seized
wildlife parts and products.

The bill further seeks to

Protection) Amendment Bill

enable control of invasive alien
species and allow for transfer or
transport of live elephants by
person having ownership cer-
tificates in accordance with
conditions prescribed by the
central government.
However, earlier during
the discussion on the Bill in the
Upper House, Congress mem-
ber Jairam Ramesh opposed
the bill in "its present form" and
expressed apprehension over
the provision related to trans-
fer or transport of captive live
elephant "for any other pur-
pose", saying it could be mis-
used. He asked the minister to
specify the purpose in the Act.
"What is this 'any other
purpose’? To provide an ele-
phant for captive zoos in
Gujarat? to provide for some
private amusement parks in
some other state?” Ramesh
said, while suggesting that it
should have been stated for
"cultural and religious” pur-

poses, considering the signifi-
cance of elephants in such
events in many parts of India.

Congress Rajya Sabha
member Kumar Ketkar also
alleged that real estate sharks
and corporates were devastat-
ing jungles and using their
money and muscle power to
avoid legal action. In order to
protect wildlife, not only
should the laws be strict but
their implementation should
also be equally stringent, he
said.

Sushmita Dev of the All
India Trinamool Congress, too,
expressed similar sentiments
and asked the minister why the
Government did not vote
against the motion to restart
international ivory trade. On
the other hand, Praful Patel of
the Nationalist Congress Party
supported the bill but drew
attention towards the need to
strike a fine balance between
protection of wildlife and
growth as man-animal conflict
had been growing.

Sonia to join yatra in Raj; celebrate
/6th birthday with her ch|Idren

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B
NEW DELHI

Former Congress president
Sonia Gandhi is likely to join
the ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ again this
week in Rajasthan where she is
on a four-day scheduled visit
and also celebrate her birthday
on Friday with her children
Rahul Gandhi who is leading
the 3,500 km yatra and
Priyanka Gandhi who was part
of the yatra in Madhya Pradesh.

Sonia reached Sawai
Madhopur district of the desert
State on Thursday evening and
according to a party spokesper-
son, she will celebrate her 76th
birthday with Rahul and
Priyanka on Friday. "Sonia
Gandbhi reached Jaipur in the
morning in a routine flight
from New Delhi. Thereafter, she
took a chopper from Jaipur air-
port and reached Sawai
Madhopur. A few hours later

Rahul and Priyanka joined her
at a luxury resort near
Ranthambore Tiger Reserve,"
the spokesperson said.

She may likely participate
in the Bharat Jodo Yatra on
December 10, a day reserved for
women participants, the official
said. "It is her personal visit and
no leader is called or permitted
to meet. There are chances
that CM Ashok Gehlot and
state party Chief Govind Singh
Dotasra may meet on her birth-
day," the spokesperson said.

Sonia had participated in the
Karnataka leg of the yatra last
month.

The Rahul Gandhi-led
Bharat Jodo Yatra, which is
passing through the Kota dis-
trict, was paused after the first
half of Thursday. It will resume
on December 10. The march
entered its 93rd day on
Thursday in which the Gandhi
scion walked a 24 km stretch in
one go. Later, he too flew to
Ranthambore from Bundi in a
chopper.

DCGI approves export of Sll-made
Ebola vax to Uganda for clinical trials

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

he Drugs Controller

General of India (DCGI)
has approved Ebola vaccine
manufactured by the Serum
Institute for export to Uganda.
This is the first ebola vaccine
made in India.

The vaccine has been
developed by the Pune-based
pharma firm in collaboration
with Oxford University, UK.
According to sources, this vac-
cine will be used for solidarity
clinical trials in Uganda.

The World Health
Organisation (WHO) had
sought collaboration with man-

ufacturers of ebola vaccines for
the prevention of the disease
and has selected ChAdOx1
biEBOV as a potential vaccine
for participation in a solidari-
ty clinical trial in Uganda.

Oxford University signed
an agreement with Serum
Institute of India to manufac-
ture ChAdOx1 biEBOV.

The approval for export
comes after an application was
submitted to the Drugs
Controller General of India by
Prakash Kumar Singh,
Director, Serum Institute of
India, on November 30.

"We, Serum Institute of
India, under the visionary lead-
ership of our CEO Dr Adar C

»n

Poonawalla, are committed to
making available various
world-class life-saving vaccines
to our country and the world
at large in the line with the clar-

ion call of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi 'Making in
India for the World," the offi-
cial source quoted Singh as
having said in the application.

ED attaches properties worth I8 cr of
TMC I\/ILA for _money laundering

PNS B NEW DELHI

he Enforcement

Directorate (ED) has pro-
visionally attached movable
properties worth Rs 7.93 crore
in the form of bank balance in
61 accounts and mutual funds
belonging to TMC MLA
Manik Bhattacharya and his
family members in the Primary
Teachers Recruitment Scam in
West Bengal on money laun-
dering charges.

"Sixty-one bank accounts
were kept in the name of
friends and relatives of Manik
Bhattacharya who were
induced by him and his fami-

ly members to open the same
to avoid detection by law

enforcement authorities,” the
ED said in a statement.

"One such account used for
money laundering activities
was found existing in the name
of Satarupa Bhattacharya, wife
of Manik Bhattacharya, and late
Mrityunjay Chatterjee who had
passed away in 2016," it said.

Bhattacharya, former pres-
ident of the West Bengal Board
of Primary Education, was
arrested by the ED in October
in the teachers’ recruitment
scam of West Bengal.

The MLA from
Palashipara seat in Nadia dis-
trict is in judicial custody at
present.

The ED is tracking the
money trail in the scam, while
the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) is looking
into the alleged irregularities
committed in the recruitment.

It is alleged that several
people who fared poorly in the
recruitment examinations were
hired as teachers in exchange
for lakhs of rupees while the eli-
gible candidates were over-
looked.

In July, the ED had arrest-
ed former West Bengal educa-
tion minister Partha Chatterjee
in the School Service
Commission (SSC) recruit-
ment scam.
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A member of ASC Tornados motorcycle display team performs a stunt through a fire-wheel during the 11th Reunion and
262nd Corps Day of ASC, at ASC Centre & College, in Bengaluru on Thursday

PTI Photo

Master plan prepared to
develop Naimisharanya
as Vedic city by UP Gowt

PNS B LUCKNOW

Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
has prepared a master plan to
develop Naimisharanya as a
Vedic city and a global centre
of spiritual, religious and eco-
tourism.

The master plan prepared
by the Tourism Department is
part of the ongoing mission of
the State Government to devel-
op all religio-cultural and spir-
itual centres of the State as
attractive tourist destinations.

The master plan also
includes rejuvenation of
Misrikh-Neemsar of Sitapur,
along with Naimisharanya.
Chief Secretary Durga Shankar
Mishra has given directions in
this regard to top officials of the
Tourism Department.

In a Cabinet meeting held
recently, the Government had
decided to develop
Naimisharanya as a spiritual
tourism centre in view of its
mythological significance. In
the meeting, the cabinet also
decided to form the
Naimisharanya Teerth Vikas
Parishad.

A presentation was made
in this regard by the architec-
ture and planning faculty of Dr
APJ Abdul Kalam Technical
University, Lucknow, on behalf
of the Tourism department,

before the chief secretary,
explaining the complete mas-
ter plan for the development of
Naimisharanya.

According to the master
plan, Naimisharanya has been
divided into four tourism zones
due to its diverse natural and
man-made attractions.

During the meeting,
Principal Secretary (Tourism)
Mukesh Meshram talked about
the problem of traffic conges-
tion due to the presence of sev-
eral gates in the Maa Lalita
Devi temple and a variety of
shops in the front and said that
necessary work would be done
to ease the situation.

Meshram further pointed
out that the artificial lake
(kund), which is currently not
in use, would be restored, while
attention would also be paid to
the facilities and their mainte-
nance necessary for the com-
fort of the common citizens.

Besides, from the entrance
to the Chakra Teerth to the
changing and toilet block all
structures will be renovated.
The master plan will also
include cleaning and renova-
tion of Chakra Teerth Kund,
Gaukund, Satsang Bhawan,
meeting place and waiting
area, Godavari Kund and
Brahma Kund. Similarly,
Dadhichi Kund will also be
renovated.

Nation pays tribute to CDS Rawat
on his first death anniversary

Gen Rawat, his wife and 12 other m|||tary personnel were k|||ed in helicopter crash near Coonoor.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

The nation on Thursday
paid tributes to India’s
first Chief of Defence Staff
(CDS) late General Bipin
Rawat on the occasion of his
first death anniversary.
General Rawat, his wife
Madhulika Rawat and 12
other military personnel were
killed in a helicopter crash
near Coonoor, Tamil Nadu on
December 8.

As the first CDS, he was
spearheading an initiative to
bring convergence in the
functioning of the Army, the
Navy and the Indian Air
Force and bolster the coun-
try's overall military prowess.
Paying tributes to him
National Security Advisor
(NSA) Ajit Doval said
“General Bipin Rawat's
demise is a personal loss for
the nation. I had a personal
equation with him. His focus
was always Indian Army and
how the nation will shape in
future”

“In 2017 when we had
tough situation with Chinese.
We used to plan and discuss.
General Bipin Rawat was res-
olute. When we said we won't
step back and we're going to
stay put and make Chinese
retreat, they did it after 74-75
days of tough time,” Doval
said.

Parhamentary panel suggests Centre
explore permitting religious activities
at ASI-protected monuments

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
NEW DELHI

AParliamentary Standing
panel has suggested the
Government explore the pos-
sibility ~of permitting
pujas/worship/certain religious
activities at centrally protected
monuments of religious sig-
nificance, subject to the con-
dition that such activities
should not have any detri-
mental effect on conservation
and preservation status of the
heritage structure.

The panel which submitted
its report in Rajya Sabha on
Thursday also suggested a
string of steps including ade-
quate security staff at monu-
ments and immediate filling of
vacant posts at various levels in
the Archeological Survey of

India, assistance from the ISRO
to locate the missing monu-
ments as well as regular inspec-
tion by the officials to prevent
encroachment at heritage
buildings for their better con-
servation and protection mea-
sures.

On allowing religious
activities, the panel said, “sev-
eral historical monuments
across the country hold
immense religious significance
to a large number of people and
allowing pujas/worship/certain
religious activities at such mon-
uments can fulfill legitimate
aspirations of the people”
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BJP’s strategy to change Gabinet, Guj
CM, to flght anti-incumbency pays off

PTI B NEW DELHI

The BJP’s victory in Gujarat
and earlier in Uttarakhand
appears to have vindicated its
strategy of changing Chief
Ministers and resetting the
Cabinet ahead of Assembly
polls to thwart anti-incum-
bency, an exercise not done in
Himachal Pradesh where the
party suffered defeat.

With the strategy working
in its favour, the BJP could be
encouraged to undertake sim-
ilar steps in States, including
Karnataka, where elections are
due next year, to counter fac-
tors that might work against it.

In September last year, the
BJP appointed Bhupendra
Patel, a first-time MLA as
Gujarat Chief Minister to
replace Vijay Rupani barely
over a year before the state elec-
tions.

The party also changed
the entire cabinet to reset the
overall government.

A senior national-level
leader of the BJP said the

Gujarat Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel being garlanded during a public meeting after BJP’s victory in the Gujarat Assembly
glections, in Ahmedabad on Thursday. (R) Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Jairam Thakur (file photo)

results clearly indicated that the
change of Chief Minister in
both Uttarakhand and Gujarat
played a role in neutralising
anti-incumbency. In Gujarat,
the caste of the chief minister
(Patidar) also came in handy.

While the opposition tar-

geted the BJP for removing its
chief ministers, political watch-
ers believe the changes high-
lighted the leadership’s readi-
ness to address feedback from
the ground.

Similarly, in Uttarakhand,
the BJP had changed chief

ministers twice before the
assembly polls, held earlier
this year. However, the party
won in the hill state despite its
new chief ministerial face,
Pushkar Singh Dhami, suffer-
ing defeat.

The senior leader also

questioned why the same exer-
cise was not done in Himachal
Pradesh, where the party stuck
with incumbent Jairam Thakur
despite losing last year’s bypolls.

Another senior BJP leader
said three factors -- delivery on
the ground, keeping the organ-
isation in good humour and the
leader’s popularity -- were
behind these changes of chief
ministers in the last two-three
years.

The recent spate of changes
undertaken at the Centre or in
states ruled by it has marked a
return to more conventional
politics with the standard polit-
ical faultlines of caste identity
pushing to the background the
urge to experiment.

The BJP has even pre-
ferred those leaders who start-
ed their careers from other
political outfits.

In 2023, assembly elec-
tions are due in BJP-ruled
Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh
and Tripura, where the party
recently changed its chief min-
ister.

nation

"TMC presses for strong
Opp to take BJP head on

Slams Cong for
losing Guj, says
only Didi can lead
fight against BJP

SAUGAR SENGUPTA B KOLKATA

The Bharatiya Janata Party’s
landslide victory in Gujarat
sweeping over the Congress
and the Aam Aadmi Party has
inspired the Trinamool
Congress to once again make
tall claim of a strong
Opposition leadership.

Though the Bengal ruling
party would not mince words
on AAP, its spokesperson
Kunal Ghosh advised the
Congress to go for an intro-
spection and examine the
causes of its multiple defeats
not only in the western States
but in other parts of the coun-
try as well.

At the same time he said
BJP’s clean sweep signalled
that only TMC and its supre-
mo Mamata Banerjee was

capable of taking head on the
saffron outfit on national level
the same way she did in the
Assembly elections in Bengal in
2021 .

“There is no point dream-
ing of or claiming the pan-
Indian leadership against the
BJP or the saffron forces ... the
Congress’ comprehensive
defeat in Gujarat brings a clear
message from the people ... it
is time for the party to go for
self-introspection of why they
are losing every political
ground in the country ... why
they are being reduced to a
nonentity in most of the States,”
Ghosh said adding “under such
demoralising circumstances it
will not be possible for the
Congress to lead the opposition
nationally or coordinate

between them in
Parliament”

Promptly interpreting
Congress’  loss as the

Trinamool Congress’ gain
nationally, Ghosh said that
“the Congress’ poor show in
Gujarat shows that only
Trinamool Congress and

Mamata Banerjee can provide
an effective leadership against
the BJP nationally ... the way
she did in the last year’s
Assembly elections in Bengal”

Ghosh would however not
speak a word on AAP or its
chief Arwind Kejriwal. But
when asked about the other
aspirants who too were trying
to assume national leadership,
he said “no one has the same
strature as Mamata
Banerjee”

Meanwhile, in a related
development congratulating
the saffron leadership for its
stupendous victory in Gujarat
BJP’s Bengal president Sukanta
Majumdar said that the BJP’s
conquest of India would never
be complete till it humbled
Bengal.

“No amount of victory in
other parts of the country will
satisfy the BJP leadership ...
our national leaders have
already made it clear that until
we win Bengal the BJP’s con-
quest of India will remain
unrealised,”  Majumdar
said.

“| congratulate the BJP and PM Modi for
the victory in Gujarat which is record-
breaking and historic. The projects which
were given away to Gujarat from
Maharashtra also helped in the victory”
— Shiv Sena(UBT) chief U Thackeray

“The grand victory of the BJP in Guijarat is
an expression of the immense love of the
people towards the development, security
and good governlz\n/lncg of Prime Minister
odi”

— UP Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath

“The people of Gujarat have
massively voted the BJP back
to power because of the development
efforts by it. People in Tripura

should also do so”

— Manik Saha Tripura Chief Minister

“We humbly accept the mandate of the
people of Gujarat. We will reorganise,
work hard and continue fighting for the
ideals of the country as well as the rights

of the people of the State”

— Congress leader Rahul Gandhi

—
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a 10-year-old party”

“I am thankful to the people of Gujarat for
helping us attain the status of national
party. Very few parties enjoy the status

and now we are one of them. Ours is only

— Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal

“Guijarat Bugle for India! By showering
(sic) this historic mandate out of their love
and admiration for Hon PM Shri
@narendramodi Ji, people have shown the

path for 2024”

— Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma

Guj rejects fake-vows, freebies, appeasement: Shah

BJP brass credit ‘Iandsllde win’ to Modji’s popularlty

PNS B NEW DELHI

With the BJP notching up
arecord tally in Gujarat,

top BJP leaders and Union
Ministers credited the historic
win to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s popularity
and party’s hard work.

Hailing his party’s massive
success in his home State,
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah said, “Gujarat has reject-
ed those who do politics of hol-
low promises, revadi (freebies)
and appeasement and has given
an unprecedented mandate to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s BJP, which worked for
public welfare and develop-
ment”

Shah, who represents
Gandhinagar in Lok Sabha,
said he salutes the people of
Gujarat on this historic victo-
ry and congratulated BJP pres-
ident JP Nadda, Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel and party
State unit president CR
Patil.

Echoing similar senti-
ments, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh asserted that
the biggest credit for this vic-
tory goes to the trust reposed
by the people in the leadership
of Modi, his popularity and

credibility.

“The biggest credit for this
victory goes to the public’s
trust in the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, his
popularity and credibility.
Congratulations to him and
thanks to the public,” Singh
said.

In a series of tweets, he said
the BJP’s “historic victory” in
the Gujarat elections is a vic-
tory of the party’s commitment
to development, good gover-
nance and public welfare.

BJP president JP Nadda
said party’s victory in the
Gujarat Assembly polls is a tes-
tament to Modi’s politics of
development. Nadda mocked
the Aam Aadmi Party saying
both its chief ministerial can-
didate and state unit head lost
the elections in Gujarat.

Nadda thanked the BJP
workers for their hard work in
Himachal Pradesh also, where
the party lost to the Congress,
saying the “raj may have

ghri Rajnat
n'ble Raksl

|5
changed, but ‘riwaz’ also
changed as there was a gap of
less than 1 per cent in vote
share of the top two parties”.

In his address to BJP work-
ers at the party headquarters in
the presence of Modi and other
senior leaders, Nadda also
complimented the party work-
ers from Delhi too for a spirit-
ed show in MCD elections, say-
ing the AAP government in the
national capital created hurdles
in the functioning of civic
bodies which were ruled by the
BJP.

Highlighting the magni-
tude of the BJP victory in
Gujarat, Nadda said the party
got 52.5 per cent votes and 156
seats out of 182. “No party has
been able to get so much votes
and so many seats till date in
Gujarat”

Nadda also took a dig at
rival Congress, saying last time
its vote share was 41.4 per cent,
which has come down to 27.3
per cent this time in Gujarat

polls. Its seats also reduced
from 77 to 17, he said.

On the AAP, he said a new
party entered the election fray
and its leaders used to write
and claim that the “Aam Aadmi
Party would get so many seats”

“Its chief ministerial can-
didate, state president and all
other big leaders lost the elec-
tion. This shows that the peo-
ple of Gujarat do not believe in
those who make false promis-
es and do politics of
freebies”

Hitting out at AAP chief
Arvind Kejriwal, Nadda said he
used to carry the board, pro-
nouncing himself to be
“staunchly honest”. “But he
fooled the people and should
apologise for the same”

Referring to the BJP’s vic-
tory in the Kurhani assembly
bypoll in Bihar, Nadda said it’s
a message for Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar that the people of
State are with Prime Minister
Modi.

Delhi, HP wins teach Opp vital lessons

Victories exposed limits of much-touted Modi factor: CPI(M)

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

With Opposition victories
in Himachal Pradesh,
different bypolls and the MCD,
the Opposition sought to take
aleaf out of it to ensure a unit-
ed front to stop the BJP jug-
gernaut in the 2024 Lok Sabha
polls.

The CPIM said the results
of Himachal Pradesh Assembly
election and the Delhi civic
polls “exposed the BJP’s vul-
nerability” and brought to the
fore the “limits of the much-
touted Narendra Modi factor”.

While the Congress sug-
gested a generic view of ‘self
introspection, change of strat-
egy and hard work for its dis-
mal performances in Gujarat
and the MCD polls, it was elat-
ed on registering a massive win
in Himachal Pradesh.
Promising to meet all expecta-
tions of the people of
Himachal, former Congress
chief Rahul Gandhi said the
party humbly accepts the man-
date of the people and will con-
tinue to fight for their rights as
well as the ideals of the coun-
try.

Terming the victory of his
party as the win of political rap-
prochement and a reply to

those who have been indulging
in negativity, SP president and
former UP CM Akhilesh Yadav
said the result has given new
energy and is a message for
2024, when the next Lok Sabha
elections are due.

Yadav  congratulated
Madan Bhaiya of the RLD, an
alliance partner of the SP, for
winning the Khatauli Assembly
segment bypoll. He, however,
claimed that people in the
Rampur Sadar assembly seg-
ment were not allowed to vote.
Had there been a fair election
in Rampur, it would have been
the biggest win for the
Samajwadi Party, Yadav added.
The BJP won SP leader Azam
Khan’s stronghold Rampur
Sadar assembly seat for the first
time.

Opposition leaders like
NCP supremo Sharad Pawar
and Shiv Sena (UBT) president
Uddhav Thackeray, which are
also allies of the Congress,
congratulated Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for the BJP vic-
tory in Gujarat while saying
that projects “taken away” from
Maharashtra contributed to
the result.

“I congratulate the BJP
and PM Modi for the victory in
Gujarat which is record-break-
ing and historic;,” Udhhav said.

He also took a jibe at the BJP
government at the Centre by
saying that “the projects which
were taken away to Gujarat
from Maharashtra also helped
in the victory”

“The opposition parties in
Maharashtra have been target-
ing the BJP over the state
recently losing some big-tick-
et industrial projects to Gujarat.
The Aam Aadmi Party divid-
ed votes in Gujarat and it
clearly benefited the BJP, the
Sena leader further remarked.

Addressing the NCP’s state
executive meeting, Pawar said,
“The Gujarat verdict is on
expected lines as the entire
power machinery was used
for the benefit of one particu-
lar state and projects were
shifted there” “The Gujarat
results don’t reflect the mood
of the country. The results of
the civic polls in Delhi and
Himachal Pradesh Assembly,
where the BJP has been defeat-
ed prove that) the former
Union minister said.

Accusing the BJP of
deploying “all its resources and
the state machinery to try to
retain power’, the CPI (M) said,
“However, the popular discon-
tent over BJP misrule pre-
vailed”

About the MCD election

results which were announced
Wednesday, the Left party said
that the people of the national
capital “withstood all the blan-
dishments and manoeuvres of
the BJP and the Central gov-
ernment.”

“The results of Himachal
Pradesh and Delhi have
exposed the vulnerability of the
BJP despite its huge money
power and resources. The lim-
its of the much-touted Modi
factor have also come to the
fore. The opposition parties
should draw proper lessons
from these results and draw up
plans to put up an effective
united opposition to the BJP
state-wise by marshalling all the
forces,” the CPI(M) said in a
statement.

“The projection of a pan-
Hindu identity along with the
rhetoric about Gujarati pride
have overcome the more vital
issues like price rise, unem-
ployment and poor public
health and educational facili-
ties,” the party added.

AAP national convener
and Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal thanked the
people of Gujarat for helping
his party breach the BJP’s
Gujarat “fortress”, and hoped to
win the state in next assembly
elections.

Post Mainpuri win, Shivpal, SP
merge to ﬁght 2024 polls jointly

PNS B LUCKNOW

The day Samajwadi Party
scored an emphatic win in
Mainpuri by-election, Shivpal
Singh Yadav merged his
Pragatisheel Samajwadi Party
(Lohia) with Akhilesh Yadav’s
SP, indicating that both the par-
ties will contest the next Lok
Sabha elections together.

“We  have merged
Pragatisheel Samajwadi Party
(Lohia) with Samajwadi Party.
In 2024, we will fight the elec-
tions together. From today,
there will be a Samajwadi Party
flag (on my car);” Shivpal Yadav
said in Saifai.

Taking to their official
Twitter handle, the SP also
shared a picture of the pair of
uncle Shivpal Yadav-nephew
Akhilesh Yadav holding a
Samajwadi Party flag, indicat-
ing their merger.

The indications of thaw
between chacha and bhatija
were palpable when Akhilesh
met Shivpal Yadav at his resi-
dence after declaring Dimple

Yadav as the party’s cand1date
from Saifai. The election to
Mainpuri Lok Sabha seat was
necessitated following the death
of SP patriarch Mulayam Singh
Yadav. Shivpal was also present
when Dimple Yadav filed her
nomination papers and ahead
of the Mainpuri bypoll, Shivpal
Yadav had promised his sup-
port to SP and asked his party
workers to ensure Dimple
Yadav’s victory in the
election

After the victory of Dimple
Yadav, Shivpal wrote in a tweet
in Hindi, which roughly says:
“Gratitude to well-wishers,
friends and hardworking work-
ers for their blessings, love
and immense public support
received from the voters of

Mainpuri parliamentary con-
stituency. Heartfelt thanks to
the residents of Jaswantnagar
for the blessings given to
Dimple Yadav”

Shivpal Yadav had formed
the PSPL in 2018, two years
after his rift with nephew
Akhilesh. He contested the
2019 Lok Sabha election sepa-
rately but joined hands with SP
as an ally for the 2022 assem-
bly polls. After the election,
chacha rued his decision to
contest on SP ticket and said he
made a political blunder by
joining hands with Akhilesh.

After the demise of
Mulayam Singh Yadav in
October, the family made
efforts to bring the two leaders
closer and finally succeeded.
Gripped with grief, they were
also seen jointly paying respects
to Mulayam Singh Yadav, fond-
ly called “Netaji’

Shivpal had also exten-
sively campaigned for Dimple
after her candidature was
announced for the constituen-

cy.

TMC rule in Bengal
won't see new year
dawn, says Adhikari

SAUGAR SENGUPTA I KOLKATA

engal Opposition leader

Suvendu Adhikari has once
again dropped his ‘December
bombshell’ saying three days of
this month would be crucial in
the State politics.

“Wait and see what hap-
pens on December 12, 14 and

1 ... Iwon't say anything now;’
Adhikari told the media men
on Wednesday.

“When asked to comment
on his December deadline he
reiterated, “I had told you
about December ... just keep
an eye on three days December
12, 14 and 21 ... I won't say
anything more for now ... just
wait and watch,” he said.

The State Opposition
Leader and even the State BJP
president had on several occa-
sions said that the TMC
Government would not last
beyond this year. “Come
December and you will see

what happens ... there will be
a big dhamaka (explosion) in
the month of December
beyond which the TMC
Government will not last,
Adhikari had told a couple of
months ago.

Echoing his views
Majumdar too had said that the
TMC had lost its right to rule
Bengal and it would fall by the
months of December.

The two leaders’ statements
were partially corroborated by
film star and BJP national
leader Mithun Chakrabarty
who on several occasions said
how tens of TMC MPs and
MLAs were in constant touch
with him.

“I can tell you for now that
at least 37 MLAs and other
leaders are in touch with me
personally ... I won't jeopar-
dise their safety by revealing
their name now ... things will
be revealed when time
comes; he said.

Thank you Guj ! AAP got national
party tag in just 10 years: Kejriwal

PNS B NEW DELHI

AP convener and Delhi

Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Thursday thanked
the people of Gujarat for help-
ing his party breach the BJP’s
Gujarat “fortress’, and said the
AAP has achieved the ‘National
Party’ status in merely 10 years.

In a video message,
Kejriwal said though the party
has not won many seats in
Gujarat but the votes it got
helped it attain the national
party status.

“I am thankful to the peo-
ple of Gujarat for helping us
attain the status of national
party. Very few parties enjoy
the status and now we are one
of them. Ours is only a 10-year-
old party;” he said.

“AAP was formed just 10
years ago, today we have gov-
ernments in two states and
have become a national party,
this is enough to frighten any
rival. Gujarat is considered a
BJP “fortress” and the people of
the state has helped the AAP

make a dent in it, he said.
“Hopefully, next time we will
be able to win it

Kejriwal also said that dur-
ing the campaigning, his party
and leaders never indulged in
mudslinging or abusive politics.
They only spoke about positive
things and the work done by
the party in Delhi and Punjab
where the AAP is in power, he
added.

Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia said
the Aam Aadmi Party is on
course to become a national
party thanks to the votes given
by the people of Gujarat.

With counting of votes
crossing the halfway mark in
most constituencies of Gujarat,
the BJP has received 53 per cent

of the votes counted, while the
Congress has 27 per cent and
the AAP 13 per cent.

“Due to the votes given by
the people of Gujarat, the AAP
is today becoming a national
party. The politics of education
and health is making a mark for
the first time in the country.
Congratulations to the entire
country on this,” he said in a
tweet in Hindi.

AAP Rajya Sabha MP
Sanjay Singh said that his party
gained national party status in
just 10 years and thanked the
people of Gujarat for it.

Singh said his party’s lead-
ers worked hard and “we are
thankful to the people of
Gujarat because of whom we
got this recognition”

“The AAP managed to bag
the status of national party in
just 10 years. That’s the pace of
growth of this party. We got
around 35 lakh votes in
Gujarat. All leaders worked
hard and visited rural areas in
Gujarat,” he said during a press
conference.
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Win-win-win
BJP, Cong and AAP have reasons to rejoice

but they can’t afford to ignore certain issues
Results of Assembly elections in Gujarat and Himachal Pradesh and the MCD

poll have pleased every party — at least, that’s what leaders of the BJP Congress

and AAP are saying. The BJP is happy that it won Guijarat with an unprece-
dented landslide. Evidently, the Morbi cable bridge collapse, which was a case of
monumental incompetence and corruption, had little impact on the poll. Also
forgotten was the mismanagement during the deadly Delta wave of Covid-19. In the
2017 Assembly election, the saffron party had just managed to form Government
with 99 seats, with the Congress not much behind with 77; this must have caused
jitters in the BJP’s State unit. But Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Home Minister
Amit Shah, along with other top party leaders, spared no effort to register a hand-
some victory. In the MCD election, too, where the saffron party was estimated to
win around 50 wards, it crossed the three-digit mark.
This was again impressive, given 15 years of incum-
bency and its sub-optimal performance in local gov-
ernance. While in both States, the BJP did better than
what the exit polls had predicted, it was not so in
Himachal. But again, given the magnitude of rebel-
lion, the party did better than expected. For the
Congress, the Himalayan State was the only bright
spot as it shrunk in Gujarat and Delhi. But the win
should come as a big morale booster for the party
which has become accustomed to losing elections.
Anti-incumbency and BJP rebels did help the
Congress cause.

This is also Priyanka Vadra’s first success in
electoral politics; this may occasion an increase in her role. AAP also has reasons
to be pleased with the overall results. Of course, it didn’t get a landslide in MCD,
but it won comfortably. Party boss Arvind Kejriwal had made tall claims about
success in Guijarat but it didn’t reach the double-digit mark. Still, it was able to
dislodge the BJP from the local bodies in Delhi against a spirited campaign by the
saffron party. Satyendra Jain’s video clips, the charges against Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia and AAP’s alleged involvement in Liquorgate did little to
harm the party’s electoral prospects. Besides, AAP, by winning a few seats in Gujarat,
has now graduated to becoming a national party. The three parties, however, should
not lose sight of the challenges they will face. The grand old party can celebrate
its victory in Himachal, but it should also be cognisant of the fact that its decline in
several States is quite steep. In Gujarat, for instance, it got just about one-tenth
of the seats that its arch-rival BJP got. The BJP must beware of the problem of
rebellion, which seems to have been exacerbated because of the centralisation of
powers in the party. And AAP has to look beyond freebies, which didn’t find many
takers in Guijarat and Himachal.

ot —— T e

Devotees cover the Yamuna with sarees durmg the Chunan Manorath festwal in Mathura PTI

Pak army chief

Gen Asim Munir, who is the new Army chief

of Pakistan, has to battle its falling credibility
Anew army chief has taken over from General Qamar Javed Bajwa. The new

army chief is General Asim Munir. In Pakistan popularity of army Generals is

as important as the popularity of politicians in their careers. General Qamar
Javed Bajwa, had become quite unpopular during his last months in office. The rea-
son of course is the role he played in the ouster of the former prime minister of
Pakistan Imran Khan. Imran had fallen off from the General and criticized him for
orchestrating his ouster through a no-confidence vote in April on the behest of for-
eign powers. After the assassination bid on Imran Khan People turned rather sym-
pathetic to the former Pakistan captain and little skeptic of General Bajwa who had
overshot his tenure several times and continued in the office for the power he wield-
ed in the army and the political circles of the country. However, it going to be quite
a challenging job for General Munir. One of the
biggest challenges he faces is the credibility of the
army and his position.

After the ouster of Imran Khan, the Pakistan
army is being seen as bad boys who dance to the
tunes of Uncle Sam for all the monetary support
they get from him. Besides, Imran has played his
victim card rather well and painted the army as the
culprit for his ouster. His scathing remarks have
damaged the reputation of the army in a big
way.Genberal Munir must restore credibility to the
army which has taken major popularity hit from
Khan’s large and growing support base. Another
major task he has at hand is to bring some sem-
blance of political order to the country. The present government in place right now
is courtesy Pakistan army but it faces a huge trust deficit. General Munir would
have to opt for early elections before he is also branded as an anti-democratic per-
son happy to have a proxy army rule. But before that, he will have to devise a for-
mula that both the government and Imran Khan can agree upon. This is not going
to be easy as Imran Khan has emerged stronger and is in no mood to give con-
cessions to the present government. Besides what makes his task even more daunt-
ing is that he doesn’t have a good rapport with Khan who fired Munir as Pakistan’s
spy chief. The given scenario leaves not many choices for the new General and
how he maneuvers would decide the future of Pakistan.

Every problem
has a solution

Our attempts to resolve any number of socio-economic and political
problems have to focus on behavioural changes and social englneermg

ny effective reform
in the electoral
process has to take
into account many
factors including legal
and legislative ones. The steps are
discussed so as to bring a holis-
tic change with an inclusive
approach. Any change in the
behavioural aspect of people
solicits an endeavour for aware-
ness building. Art 324 (1) of the
constitution India vests the power
of superintendence, direction
and control of elections in the
Election Commission of India. As
such ECI is the most important
constitutional body having
Superintendence, direction and
control over the election process.
This vesting of such large power
also generates responsibility for
ECI for smooth conduct of free
and fair elections.
As a first step, ECI should
also try to create awareness

il

The first and foremost task for

among people delineating the
role/(voting) power of citizens to
choose their representatives.
Frequent publicity over print
and visual media about dos and
don’ts for the voters would cre-
ate some awareness Collectors as
the agents of ECI also may be
directed to carry and convey the
voice and messages of the
Commission in the nook and
corner of the districts and also
in the interior pockets.

The vulnerable groups (trib-
als etc.) should be guarded heav-
ily against exploitation and intim-
idation. Frequent visits to these
areas, especially the day/night
before the election would foil the
prank of the unethical elements
to win by the force of money. Any
violation of code of conduct in
case of the candidates or follow-
ers should warrant disqualifica-
tion. District and police admin-
istration’s alertness, swiftness and
sincerity can nip the criminal
activities in the bud. The erring
and non-performing district
administration officials should be
taken to task by the ECI. A strong
ECI, effective district administra-
tion and strong police force can
make the process smooth.

The fact that about one third
of the population lives below the
poverty line, makes the voters vul-
nerable and prone to the influence
of money for unethical voting.

the government should be
eradication of poverty. But it
is not plausible to eradicate
poverty overnight. But if
abject poverty conditions are
addressed properly, a major
task would be accomplished.
The distribution of freebies
with taxpayers money (in my
opinion) be stopped forth-
with and the party indulging
in such activities may be
severely dealt with.

In any democratic set up
criminality has no role to
play as being anathematic.
Hon'ble Apex Court has taken
a very laudable step in regard
to criminalization of politics
- disqualifying a candidate on
conviction. Revealing crim-
inal antecedents at the time of
filing nomination and dis-
qualification on conviction
have set the ball rolling. A
strict vigil and strong imple-
mentation of stringent law
would silence criminality.

Cleavage based politics —
politics utilizing the divisive
factors like caste, religion, lan-
guage, gender and tradition,
etc. should be discouraged
strongly. Though it is easier
said and done and the soci-
ety is divided on many
diverse points yet any begin-
ning and approach to mini-
mize would go a long way to

AS A FIRST STEP,
ECI SHOULD ALSO
TRY TO CREATE
AWARENESS
AMONG PEOPLE
DELINEATING THE
VOTING POWER
OF CITIZENS TO
CHOOSE THEIR
REPRESENTATIVES

purify the process. Other
spatial points should be
cogitated and analyzed by
ECI to introduce fairness
into the process.

Do we need legislation for
bringing up laws to ensure free
and fair elections? Generally
deterrent law has three major
components such as severity
(severe degree of punish-
ment), Certainty (punish-
ment follows as a certainty
wherever there is occurrence
of a criminal act) and Celerity
(swiftness is essential). Crime
would be deterred if punish-
ment is awarded quickly and
rapidly. In the opinion of
Hobbes, people are driven due
to their self interest and fur-
ther he stressed the impor-
tance of deterrence to make
the people law abiding Cesare
Beccaria stated that crime
and punishment should both
have a proportional deterring
and deterrence value.

These three components
not only attract people’s faith
and confidence in the system
but are also most effective in
electoral process and dynam-
ics. As any strong prophylac-
tic or curative medicine has
side effects, any harsh law runs
the risk of abuse. The most ter-
rifying factor for a politician
is disqualification and ban
on contesting elections. If the

LETTERS "Ny}

DOWNSIDE OF SOCIAL DISTANCING

Sir — Ever since the outbreak of the
Coronavirus three years ago, while the
hygiene measures remained the same as
for previous pandemics, the social distanc-
ing norms, in particular, made the human
experience unique. Notwithstanding the
pandemic, social distancing presents the
dangers of increasing social desertion,
growing impersonality and individualism,
and the loss of a sense of society as a
whole. It prevents people from effective-
ly socializing, which is a fundamental
human need. When the pandemic was at
its peak, social distancing measures had
created a negative and psychological fear
in one’s mind to suspect that others were
potential carriers of the deadly virus.

It made us worry that this cognitive
effect could potentially remain in our soci-
ety even after the disintegration of the
virus. Whether at workplaces, in restau-
rants, or public spaces, our society has long
been characterized by physical interactions
between people. As we navigate through
life, much of what fulfills us are the bonds
we create with people, and more often than
not, those bonds materialize through
physical interactions. The Covid-19 pan-
demic is not intensely active these days,
and if we still do not find ways to main-
tain physical and emotional connections
in any kind of a situation, sadly it will make
it more difficult for us to build and
strengthen social bonds, and such an
atmosphere apprehensively may lead to an
unfortunate future for our society.

Ranganathan Sivakumar | Chennai

LET US CONSERVE OUR SOIL

Sir — Soil erosion can have irreparable
effects on both human and ecosystem
health. India has taken several initiatives
in this direction which need to be sus-
tained and improved upon sustainably to
ensure healthy soil and ultimately a
healthy planet. The communication link
between all the stakeholders for the
management and restoration of degrad-
ed soils should be strengthened. Timely
dissemination of evidence-based infor-
mation is also essential. Citizens can con-

E EDITOR

The ragmg horder dispute

n the open war of border d|spute between
I Maharashtra and Karnataka, activists of the

Uddhav Thackeray-led Shiv Sena faction on
Tuesday sprayed black and orange paints on
Karnataka state transport buses in the Swargate
area of Pune city and wrote ”Jai Maharashtra”
on these buses. A local leader of the Shiv Sena
(Uddhav Balasaheb Thackeray) faction confirmed
they painted the buses. Workers of the Shiv Sena,
Uddhav Thackeray faction sprayed at least two-

tribute by planting trees, developing and
maintaining kitchen gardens, and con-
suming seasonal and locally sourced food.
Soil erosion is taking place in 145 million
hectares in India, it is estimated that 96.40
million hectares (about 30 percent of the
total geographical area) are affected by
land degradation. Globally, the biophys-
ical status of 5,670 million hectares of
land is declining, of which 1,660 million
hectares (29 percent) are due to human-
induced land degradation.

World Soil Day is celebrated every
year on 5 December. The theme of
World Soil Day 2022 is 'Soil: Where Food
Begins'. Healthy soil helps in the growth
of healthy plants. and increases both
nutrition and water percolation to main-
tain groundwater levels. As consumers
and citizens, we can contribute to protect-
ing topsoil by planting trees, developing
and maintaining home/kitchen gardens,
and consuming primarily locally sourced
and seasonal foods. Soil erosion can have
irreparable effects on both human and
ecosystem health. India has taken sever-
al initiatives in this direction which
need to be sustained and improved upon

three buses of Karnataka State Road Transport
Corporation (KSRTC) with black paint.

The border issue dates back to 1957 after
the reorganization of states on linguistic lines.
Maharashtra laid claim to Belagavi, which was
part of the erstwhile Bombay Presidency as it
has a sizable Marathi-speaking population. It also
laid claim to 814 Marathi-speaking villages which
are currently part of Karnataka. Belagavi district
administration in Karnataka on Monday issued
orders barring entry of the two Maharashtra min-
isters and leaders to the city. Prohibitory orders
were issued under section 144 of CrPC, barring
their entry, besides that of an MP, who is a mem-
ber of the Maharashtra High Power Committee
on the Border Dispute. With this, the ruling party
of Maharashtra is silent on this issue and not
taking very strong action.

Bhagwan Thadani | Mumbai

sustainably to ensure healthy soil and ulti-
mately a healthy planet.
Priyanka Saurabh | Hisar

THE MAKING OF MoDI
Sir — In today's international world, some
people can be called smart for their
actions. PM Modi is a very well-known
example of this quality. Our PM works
day and night hard to make our country
stand out in the world, whether it is about
motivating our soldiers, doing rallies, or
meeting foreign delegates. PM Modi
never abstains from doing menial tasks.
No one knows who is the smartest, but
what we should consider is that smart-
ness is a way of achieving goals and not
an end goal in itself. Politicians in them-
selves are very smart, who are smarter
than others can only be known by the
actions and the result of the action
taker. There lies real success and simplic-
ity plays a significant role in molding a
man to greater heights.

CK Subramaniam | Mumbai

Send your feedback to;
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SANGRAM MISHRA

deterrent law would address
this entailing disqualification
then the success rate would
still be higher and so it would
deter other candidates from
venturing into abuse of money
power and criminality.
Strict implementation
and prompt investigation and
certainty of the punishment
for the unscrupulous ele-
ments can bring back every-
thing on a fair path. Electoral
malpractices (Abuse of
money power, intimidation of
voters, post poll violence,
offer of freebies, criminal use
of caste card etc) should be
associated with disqualifica-
tion, fines and other penal
provisions and that would go
a long way for introducing
fresh air into the system.
The role of bureaucracy is
very important here.
Impartiality, effectiveness, sin-
cerity and honesty should be
maintained at any cost under
strict vigil of Election
Commission of India. As stat-
ed previously, it is a herculean
task. But search for solution
for every difficult task should
start at the earliest and sincer-
ity and it can achieve the most
complicated task.
(The author is a
superannuated senior
IAS officer. The views
expressed are personal.)
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People like
Poonawala will be
born in every city if
there is no strong
leader like Prime
Minister Narendra
Maodi.

Assam CM
— Himanta Biswa Sarma

Together the UK
and the US will
ensure the global
price of energy and
J the security of our
national supply can
never again be manipulated by
the whims of a failing regime.

UK Prime Minister

— Rishi Sunak

You're (Malaika)
the Chaiyya
Chaiyya girl. But
luckily for you,
some five heroines i
had refused to
climb on the train. Malaika was
nowhere on the radar.
Filmmaker
— Farah Khan

We are very very
confident. This is
not the first time
we have lost the
first game in the
series. It's quite
normal. We know
how to bounce back from these
situations.

Cricketer

— Shikhar Dhawan

| condemn the alle-
gation that we are
ignoring
Christmas. There
will be a holiday on
December 24 & 25.
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
— P Joshi
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COMMONALITIES IN
G20 PRESIDENCY

Indian PM Narendra Modi has taken
a whole-of-Government approach

-

L)
—

KUMARDEEP BANERJEE

he first round of meeting among G20 members got off to a rather
colourful start earlier this week with traditional Rajasthani turbans,
scarves and jackets gifted to visiting delegates in the western Indian
city of Udaipur. The event kicked off several official dialogues, net-
working opportunities for the G20 nation sherpas, 14 participating
international organisations and nine guest countries.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has taken a whole-of-government
approach to what it has dubbed as one of a kind event in the histo-
ry of independent India. The narrative is of India finding its rightful
place on global agenda setting tables, now being the fifth largest econ-
omy, moving quickly to be the third in a few years’ time.

The current government has a lot at stake in getting the messages
right to a global decision making group who are likely to be part of
the 200 plus plenary discussions in the run up to the leaders’ sum-
mit in New Delhi in September 2023. However, an equal stakehold-
er in the G20 presidency is the domestic audience, who in turn, will
be gearing up for one of the largest exercises in the largest democ-
racy of the world political map, the general elections of 2024,

Prime Minister, therefore, wasted no time after casting his vote
in Gujarat assembly elections to rush back to Delhi for an all-party
meet on India’s G20 presidency. He has urged all key parties to be
a stakeholder in India’s presidency and showcase the strengths of
India. A careful selection of venues dotted across the Indian subcon-

facebook.com/dailypioneer | @TheDailyPioneer | instagram.com/dailypioneer/

Development turns

an emotive 1ssue

The economic gains registered in Gujarat have translated into a number of
improvements in social indicators, including the infant mortality rate

he Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
can be credited for bringing a :
tectonic shift in Indian politics. :
The Gujarat verdict has shown :
that development is now an:
emotive issue. The people in Gujarat can- :
not compromise on development. They :
rejected anyone who came to Gujarat to :
challenge the development model of the :
state. The people in Gujarat have given :
tight slaps on the faces of Congress and :
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) for question- :
ing the development of Gujarat. The:
Gujarat verdict may prove to be a touch- :
stone for Indian politics in decades to :
come.
Indian politics for the past few decades :
has seen religion and caste identities as :
emotive issues. The people have voted on :
caste lines. The people have in the past :
voted on religious lines. Caste and reli- :
gious factors also dominated Gujarat :
politics for decades. Gujarati society was :
divided on caste and religious lines until :
the BJP arrived on the political horizon.
Since then it has been 27 years of unin- :
terrupted rule of the BJP in Gujarat. The !
people have again asked the BJP that there :
is no full stop in the development jour- :
ney. The people, by giving an unprece-
dented verdict in favour of the BJP, have :
said that the development issue is too close :
to their hearts for them to consider even :
the moons that Congress and the AAP
offered through freebies. '
Congress and the AAP tried to trap
the people with promises such as unem- :
ployment allowances, free electricity and
water. But the people of Gujarat told :
Congress and the AAP to learn the art of :
development politics. The people don't:
need crutches to walk, as they have been :
socially and economically empowered by

i Commission’s prescribed limit of
i four per cent since 2018. Along
: with this, low levels of debt have
i been maintained by switching to
i the National Pension Scheme
THE (NPS) from Old Pension Scheme

: (OPS) to reduce financial burden

UNEM PLOYMENT on state exchequer. The financial
RATE IN GUJARAT:
STANDS AT 2. 5 which Congress and the AAP

: discipline of Gujarat has been for
i the benefit of the people only,

sought to destroy by promising to

PER CENT WH”_E revive the Old Pension Scheme

i and frittering away the gains with

the development journey of the last 27 :

years. They stand on their feet with

THE NATIONAL  frecpies.

- AVERAGE STANDS

The Congress and AAP defi-

tinent from northeast, right into the islands of Andaman has been
planned to ensure a full experience of India for the visiting delegates.

The central government offices, state government and every pub-
lic institution has been requested to start displaying some branding
related to India’s G 20 presidency and carefully plan regional events,
aligning them with proposed plenary meetings. Plenaries have been
planned keeping in mind important religious, cultural or social events
in the states across India. The message is that the delegates of today
are tourists of tomorrow.

One will expect a large amount of G20 branded content in cities
/districts hosting these meetings, subtly pushing the message of India
taking its “rightful” place on the geopolitical map. The political divi-
dends, at least domestically, have not been overlooked and Modi
ensured he held a meeting with key post bearers of the ruling party.

India has been the voice of the global South (an informal alliance
of developing nations primarily in Asia and Africa, who may not be
aligned with West or Russia, China worldview). This may have looked
like India revisiting the cold war non-aligned movement ideology.

However, it may be worth noting that the days of Non-aligned
Movement kind of grouping may be over and India, as it champions
about reformed multilateralism, could bring a new interpretation to
agile diplomacy while it negotiates and finds commonalities with the
developed western countries and put across the pressing needs of
the developing world. India has highlighted key themes of its presi-
dency earlier this week, including technological transformation, green
development and lifestyle for environment, climate financing and asso-
ciated reform for multilateral finance institutions.

India would highlight its indigenously developed digital public goods
stack to the global audience in the coming days. On the domestic
front, India has moved the needle to designing the legal framework
for the digital ecosystem (a key showcase during its presidency). As
of now it is going to be a busy season for all major airports across
the country.

(The author is a foreign affairs commentator)

pride. Congress and the AAP tried to chal- :
lenge the pride of the people of Gujarat.
They have been served with tight slaps for :
trying to enter the homes of the people of :
Gujarat through backdoors.

In terms of the GSDP (Gross State:
Domestic Product), Gujarat was the fifth :
largest state in FY2017. At present the !
GSDP rank of Gujarat has improved to :
fourth position. Also, the GSDP grew at :
a compound annual growth rate (CAGR) :
of 10 per cent to Rs 19.44 lakh crores in :
FY2022 from Rs 13.29 lakh crore in:
FY2018, witnessing a growth of 46.47 per :
cent. The people of Gujarat are well versed :
with the power of compounding. They :
know that it creates a powerful force, :
which multiplies the gains over a time :
frame. This has yielded unprecedented :
social and economic gains to the people.
This explains why the people in Gujarat
showed no interest in the politics of free- :
bies of Congress and the AAP.

The BJP government in Gujarat has
kept its fiscal deficit at 1.51 per cent of the :
GSDP, which is way below the Finance

(The author is Director,
Public Policy Research
Centre)

AT 8.2 PER CENT.:
THE STATE!
. GOVERNMENT OF Gu]arat Assembly election cam-

i nitely didn’t do their homework. If
i they had been honest about home-
i work they would not have raised
i the issue of unemployment in the

aign. The unemployment rate in

GUJARAT HAS Gu]arat stands at 2.5 per cent,

- MAINTAINED THIS:
RATE AT A LOW ment of Gujarat has maintained
LEVEL FOR:
NEARLY THE:
PAST 10 YEARS unemployment rate in Gujarat

: while the national average stands
i at 8.2 per cent. The state govern-

: this rate at a low level for nearly the
i past 10 years. Meanwhile, other
: states have recorded an unemploy-
i ment rate in double digits. The

: mirrors the levels seen in advanced

i economies such as the US and the
: UK. Yet, Congress and the AAP
: tried to fool the people of Gujarat
: by raising the issue of unemploy-
i ment, which portrayed them as
: non-serious political entities in the
i eyes of the people in the state.

Economic gains of Gujarat

 have also translated into improve-
iments in the social indicators

such as infant mortality rate (25
per 1000 live births), maternal
mortality rate, literacy, nutrition,
school enrollment and so on. In
fact, the Gujarat model of devel-
opment has essentially been based
on utilizing the resources of the
state exchequer to create assets
which work for the social and eco-
nomic empowerment of the peo-
ple. Works done in ensuring avail-
ability of water in Gujarat stand out
as examples for other states to
mobilise their resources for the
long term asset creations, which
the people reward also in elections.

It must now be accepted that
the development model of Gujarat
is all inclusive, which has made the
past narrative of identity politics
irrelevant. This was reflected in the
BJP victory from Dariapur
Assembly seat in Gujarat, which is
dominated by Muslims. The BJP
candidate Kaushik Jain won from
here, and he must overwhelming-
ly have got the Muslim votes.

The BJP has also served a
warning message to the AAP in the
national capital. Even while the BJP
lost the MCD elections after 15
years of rule, the party improved
its vote share to over 39 per cent.
The AAP vote share has come
down from 53 per cent two years
ago to 42 per cent now. The BJP is
now raring to go for the next
Assembly elections to overthrow
the AAP by building the develop-
ment plank of the party against the
politics of freebies.

What is more important is that

PﬂlNTGﬂllNTEHPIlINT

THE TIME HAS COME TO TAKE A STAND AFTER
ASSESSING WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THE
BORDER AREAS. THE SITUATION

THERE IS WORRISOME.

— NCP LEADER

SHARAD PAWAR

/s
i

An

THE BORDER DISTRICT.

BASAVARAJ BOMMAI

SUMEET BHASIN

the corruption charges against the
AAP government have resonated
with the people in the national cap-
ital. The BJP won the municipal
wards in the Assembly constituen-
cies of the Delhi deputy chief min-
ister Manish Sisodia, jailed minis-
ter Satyendar Jain, transport min-
ister Kailash Gehlot, Amannullah
Khan, who is accused of takin
money for party tickets, Akhilesh
Tripathi, who also allegedly sold
the AAP tickets.

This augurs well for Delhi
politics, as the people in the
national capital have given the
message to the BJP to work hard
to throw the anarchists out of
power in the next Assembly elec-
tions, which would be held in
2025. At the same time, the peo-
ple blessed the BJP with 104 wards
in the MCD to keep a check on the
AAP in the MCD and the party
would not allow the anarchist
politicians to fritter away all the
gains made by the MCD in the last
15 years. Unlike Delhi Assembly,
the AAP will not be able to throw
the BJP members from the MCD
meetings, and that has been
ensured by the people.

The BJP faced reversal in the
Himachal Pradesh Assembly elec-
tions on account of the rebel fac-
tor. But the BJP’s vote share was
almost at par with Congress. The
BJP may have turned the tide and
changed the tradition of Himachal
Pradesh of voting out the incum-
bent government if the candidate
selection had been better.

| WILL ASK MAHARASHTRA CM EKNATH SHINDE NOT TO
SEND HIS CABINET COLLEAGUES TO BELAGAVI AS THEIR
VISIT MAY DISRUPT THE LAW AND ORDER SITUATION IN

— KARNATAKA CHIEF MINISTER

Volunteerism through Vidyanjali for education

Experiments of volunteers coming out to help in imparting education have been immensely beneficial in strengthening school infra

ational Education
|\ | Policy 2020 recom-
mends enhancing

learning outcomes of stu-
dents by involving communi-
ty and volunteer efforts for
one-on-one tutoring, holding
extra help classes, teaching
support and guidance. These
objectives recommended by
the NEP were conceived
through the program called
‘Vidyanjali’- a school volun-
teer initiative wherein volun-
teering was proposed to be
done in non-monetary form
directly to the schools
through a tech-based com-
mon platform.

The initiative is aimed at
strengthening school infra-
structure and enhancing the
quality of education by seek-
ing community support in
different domains of school

A SRIJA

ABDUL MOMIN

(A Srija is an Economic
Adviser to and Abdul Momin
is Consultant in the Ministry

of Education)

education. The volunteers
could be local individuals,
civil societies or corporates,
people from the Indian dias-
pora and NRIs. Vidyanjali
seeks community involve-
ment in the efficient func-
tioning of the schools in the
neighbourhood, especially
government and government
aided schools.

Though volunteering for a
social cause has been an inte-
gral part of Indian culture, the
uniqueness of the Vidyanjali
initiative is that it provides a
tech-enabled smooth platform
which connects the schools
with the volunteers located in
any part of the country. Very
often, a common citizen is left
wondering how to volunteer
for a social cause and schools
on the other hand look out for
assistance to meet the diverse

yet small needs of the school
which does not get covered in
through their annual budget
allocations.

Many a time, shortage of
teachers leaves students
deprived of education.
Vidyanjali provides an oppor-
tunity to address these gaps.
Launched in September 2021,
with active volunteers partic-
ipation, the programme is
gradually gaining traction
among citizens. It has proven
its strength by successfully
managing to attract a good
number of volunteers and
onboarded schools on the
portal. As on date, there are
over 3.87 lakh government and
government-aided schools on
board and over 102683 volun-
teers have registered on the
Vidyanjali portal. The volun-
teers under Vidyanjali have

shown great deal of enthusi-
asm by contributing to the
schools in terms of assets as
well as services. For instance,
there are cases where volun-
teers have donated about
52122 ceiling fans/water puri-
fiers/drinking water facility
and other services to schools
in Assam.

Similarly, in Delhi we have
volunteers providing subject
assistance, mentoring, teaching
art & craft and music to the
students. Moreover, school
girls are getting self-defense
training, while volunteers are
providing assistance in devel-
oping basic civil infrastructure
and other classroom needs,
including ICT-based learning
material and devices such as
tablets, mobile phone, LCD,
stationary, books, laptop, and
flip white board, etc., to the

schools across the country.
Almost 9.27 lakh children
have benefitted from this vol-
unteering programme. The
next step is to rope in bulk
contributions from corpora-
tions, civil societies to schools
across the State to strengthen
them. The success of the pro-
gramme rests on the effort put
in by the states/UTs in getting
the program on board through
regular training sessions ren-
dered to district/block level
functionaries, as well as heads
of schools to onboard the
schools on the portal and
place their request. The volun-
teers can contribute only if the
schools are registered on the
portal and place their request.
Volunteers could even be
common citizens like us. We
all have the urge to contribute
back to the schools that we

passed out from. People hav-
ing expertise in sports can
impart sports training to the
children, doctors can organize
medical camps and conduct
health/mental wellbeing lec-
tures/workshops.
Companies/groups/orga-
nizations can assist schools in
building additional class-
rooms/toilets for girls/ ramps
for children with special
needs/ICT labs/Smart class-
room /residentials hostels for
students/electricity/water and
internet connections etc. As
alumni, self-employed or
salaried professionals all of us
can support our alma-mater in
various ways. The exhaustive
list on which volunteers can
contribute is available on the
Vidyanjali portal.
Beneficially, the pro-
gramme does not minimize

the responsibilities of the
Government rather it supple-
ments/complements and
strengthens the efforts of the
Governments taken for the
betterment of the whole edu-
cation continuum in the
country. The people volun-
teering under Vidyanjali do it
selflessly. They cannot claim
their services as full-time
experience, while the schools
cannot treat them as full-time
teachers/staff of the school.
The programme is fully based
on the true spirit of volun-
teerism and with a very clear
intention to tap the resources
available with the communi-
ty for catalyzing the needs of
schools and volunteers con-
nected through extensive use
of technology and communi-
ty outreach programs on a
single platform.
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AP B KYIV, UKRAINE

ussian President Vladimir
Rgutin acknowledged Wednes-
ay that his “special military
operation” in Ukraine is taking longer
than expected but said it has suc-
ceeded in seizing new territory and
added that his country’s nuclear
weapons are deterring escalation of

the conflict.

“Of course, it could be a lengthy
Putin said of the more
than 9-month-old war that began
with Russias invasion Feb. 24 and has
displaced millions from their homes,
and killed and wounded tens of thou-
sands. Despite its length, he showed
no signs of letting up, vowing to “con-
sistently fight for our interests" and
to “protect ourselves using all means
available” He reiterated his claim that
he had no choice but to send in
troops, saying that for years, the West
responded to Russia's security
demands with “only spit in the face."

Speaking in a televised meeting
in Russia with members of his
Human Rights Council, Putin
described the land gains as “a signif-
icant result for Russia,” noting that the
Sea of Azov "has become Russia’s
internal sea” In one of his frequent

process,”

historic references to a Russian leader
he admires, he added that “Peter the
Great fought to get access” to that

body of water.

Wednesday to pledge that

After failing to take Kyiv due to
fierce Ukrainian resistance, Russia
seized broad swaths of southern
Ukraine at the start of the invasion
and captured the key Sea of Azov port
of Mariupol in May after a nearly
three-month siege. In September,
Putin illegally annexed four Ukrai-
nian regions even though his forces
didn't completely control them: Kher-
son and Zaporizhzhia in the south,
and Donetsk and Luhansk in the east.
In 2014, he had illegally annexed
Ukraine's Crimean Peninsula.

In response to an increasing
influx of advanced Western weapons,
economic, political and humanitar-
ian aid to Kyiv and what he saw as
Western leaders' inflammatory state-
ments, Putin has periodically hinted
at his potential use of nuclear
weapons. When a member of the
Human Rights Council asked him

would not be the first to use such
weapons, Putin demurred. He said
Russia would not be able to use
nuclear weapons at all if it agreed not
to use them first and then came under

ythe pioneer

Russia  a nuclear strike.

“If it doesn’t use it first under any
circumstances, it means that it won't
be the second to use it either, because
the possibility of using it in case of a
nuclear strike on our territory will be

sharply limited,” he said.

Putin rejected Western criticism
that his previous nuclear weapons
comments amounted to saber-rat-
tling, claiming they were “not a fac-
tor provoking an escalation of con-

flicts, but a factor of deterrence”
“We haven't gone mad. We are
fully aware of what nuclear weapons
are; Putin said. He added, without
elaborating: “We have them, and they
are more advanced and state-of-the-

art than what any other nuclear
power has”

In his televised remarks, the
Russian leader didn't address Russia's
battlefield setbacks or its attempts to
cement control over the seized
regions but acknowledged problems
with supplies, treatment of wound-
ed soldiers and limited desertions.

Russian troops have withdrawn
not only from the Kyiv area and
around the country's largest city,
Kharkiv, but from a large part of the
Kherson region. Another problem for
Putin are attacks this week against air
force bases deep inside Russia. He put
much of the country, especially bor-
der areas, on security alert recently,
and fresh signs emerged Wednesday
that Russian officials are strengthen-
ing border defensive positions.

In the Kursk region bordering
Ukraine, the governor posted photos
of new concrete anti-tank barriers —
known as “dragon’s teeth” — in open
fields. On Tuesday, the governor
had said a fire broke out at an airport
in the region after a drone strike. In
neighboring Belgorod, workers were
expanding anti-tank barriers and
officials were organizing “self-defense
units.” Belgorod has seen numerous
fires and explosions, apparently from

worid

cross-border attacks, and its governor
reported Wednesday that Russia's air
defenses have shot down incoming
rockets.

Ukraine fight alpg longer than expected: Putin

In brazen drone attacks, two

strategic Russian air bases more than
500 kilometers (300 miles) from the
Ukraine border were struck Monday.
Moscow blamed Ukraine, which
didn't claim responsibility.

Moscow responded with strikes

by artillery, multiple rocket launch-
ers, missiles, tanks and mortars at res-
idential buildings and civilian infra-
structure, worsening damage to the
power grid. Private Ukrainian power
utility Ukrenergo said temperatures
in eastern areas where it was making
repairs had dropped to as low as
minus 17 degrees Celsius (near zero
Fahrenheit).

At his meeting, Putin discussed

the mobilization of 300,000 reservists
that he ordered in September to bol-
ster forces in Ukraine. He said only
about 150,000 have been deployed so
far to combat zones and the rest are
still undergoing training. Addressing
speculation that the Kremlin could be
preparing another mobilization, Putin
said: “There is no need for the
Defense Ministry and the country to
do that."

US: Russia looking to
Iran to supply more
drones, missiles

AP B WASHINGTON

Struggling to maintain a steady
supply of arms for its war in
Ukraine, Moscow is looking to
Iran once again to resupply the
Russian military with drones
and surface-to-surface missiles,
according to two officials famil-
iar with the matter.

There is growing US concern
that Russia may seek to acquire
additional advanced conven-
tional weapons from Iran,
according to a National Security
Council official who spoke on
condition of anonymity to dis-
cuss US intelligence. The official
said the administration is par-
ticularly concerned that Russia
may seek to acquire surface-to-
surface missiles from Iran.

Separately, a UN diplomat
said Iran has plans to sell Russia
hundreds of missiles and drones
in violation of the 2015 Security
Council resolution that endorsed

the nuclear deal between Tehran
and six major powers. Russia, as
a signatory of the 2015 agree-
ment, would be undermining the
resolution, and a key question is
what Russia will be giving Iran in
return for the drones and mis-
siles, the diplomat said, speaking
on condition of anonymity to dis-
cuss sensitive internal informa-
tion.

The diplomat added that
the sales would mark a significant
increase in the depth of defense
cooperation between Russia and
Iran and could have “massive
implications for security of the
region” It did not appear the
weaponry has been shipped yet
but it is "clearly on the order
books," the diplomat said.

Concerns about new weapon
sales to Russia come after Iran
sold hundreds of attack drones to
Russian over the summer. The
Biden administration says Russia
has also turned to North Korea

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to the General Public on behalf of|
our client that Mr. Ankit Malhotra is the owner of Property
bearing No. 4/111, Unit | D No. 89-1134-98, area measuring
100 Sq., Yds., out of Khasra No. 3173/253/3, 3176/254/1,
3179/255/1, Situated in vaka Siwana Moja Hidayat Pur,
Chhavni, abadi shivaji Nagar, Gurgaon, Haryana, by virtue
of a Transfer deed dated 29.08.2022, Doc. no. 6729. All
persons are hereby informed that above mentioned owner
wants to mortgage the said property and intend to obtain
a loan from our client with the name of Mr. Rakesh Malhotra
against the said property, if anybody has any objection/s
upon the ownership of above owners over the said property,
its mortgage/litigation, and any other objections, kindly
inform the undersigned In writing on the below mentioned
address within 07 days of the present.

Kumar & Associates (Advocates & Consultants)
200, lind Flgar, 23, Shivaji Marg, Moti Nagar, N. Delhi-15

Ph: 011-41112527-28 kumarassociates. advocate@gmail.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
TO WHOMSOEVER IT MAY CONCERN

This is to notify the public at large, that Late
Shri Mahendra Kumar S/o Late Shri Prem
Nath,R/o B-1/9,Ashok Vihar,Phase-Il,Delhi
had entered into an Agreement to seli with
Ms. Deepa Batra, W/o Shri Harbhajan Singh,
Rfo B-59, Ground Floor, New Rajender Nagar,
Delhi W|th respect to property bearing no.10,
Sawan Park,Delhi-110052 admeasuring 800
square yards. Payment qua the same had been
made by Shri Mahendra Kumar to Ms.Deepa
Batra.The Agreement to Sell now holds good in
favour of legal heir of Late Shri Mahendra
Kumar. The public at large is hereby informed
that any dealing with regard to the said
property will be rendered nulland void and any
person dealing in the said property shall do so
at his/her own risk and responsibility for any
claims qua the said Ms. Deepa Batra.
Dated: 07.12.2022

for artillery as the nine-month
war grinds on.

On Wednesday, White
House National Security
Council spokesman John
Kirby told reporters that the
US has not yet seen Iranian
missiles transferred to Russia.
But he underscored the impact
that previous arms sales have
had in the war, as Russian
forces have increasingly tar-
geted Ukraine's civilian infra-
structure with the cold winter
months setting in.

“We have seen continued
provision of Iranian drones
from Iran to Russia. You can
see those drones continuing to
hit civilian targets and kill
innocent Ukrainians nearly
every day," Kirby said. "So we
know that they're involved in
the efforts that (Russian
President Vladimir) Putin has
been expending lately to try to
bring the Ukrainian people to
their knees with respect to
power and water and other
resources.”

The White House has
repeatedly sought to spotlight
Russia's reliance on Iran and
North Korea, another broadly
isolated nation on the interna-
tional stage, for support as it
prosecutes its war against
Ukraine.

The Biden administration
recently unveiled sanctions
against Iranian firms and enti-
ties involved in the transfer of
Iranian drones to Russia for use
in Putin's ongoing invasion of
Ukraine. It all comes as the
administration has condemned
the Islamic republic's violent
squelching of protests that
erupted throughout Iran after
the September death of 22-
year-old Mahsa Amini while
being held by the morality
police.

Scrutiny of Ukraine church d

AP W KYIV, UKRAINE

After its searches of holy sites
belonging to Ukraines his-
toric Orthodox church, the
nation’s security agency posted
photos of evidence it recovered
— including rubles, Russian
passports and leaflets with mes-
sages from the Moscow patri-
arch.

Supporters and detractors of
the church debate whether such
items are innocuous — or inc-
rease suspicions the church is a
nest of pro-Russian propaganda
and intelligence-gathering.

What's unambiguous are
other photos shared by the
agency, known as the SBU, post-
ed as recently as Wednesday —
some showing an armed
Ukrainian officer standing out-
side a church building, others
showing brawny, camouflaged
officers questioning clerics in
long beards and cassocks.

They illustrate the increased
pressure the Ukrainian govern-
ment is putting on the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church, with its cen-
turies-old ties to Moscow, as the
brutal Russian invasion slogs

into the 10th month of a war that
has had religious dimensions
from the start.

President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy on Friday announced mea-
sures primarily targeting the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church,
which is one of two major
Orthodox churches in Ukraine
following a 2019 schism. Even
though the UOC declared inde-
pendence from Moscow in May,
such a declaration is easier spo-
ken than accomplished amid the
complexities of Eastern Ortho-
dox Christianity. Besides, many
Ukrainians don't believe it’s real-
ly free from Moscow.

Zelenskyy called for legisla-
tion that would forbid “religious
organizations affiliated with
centers of influence in the
Russian Federation to operate in
Ukraine”

He also wants a review of
the “canonical” connection
between the UOC and the
Moscow Patriarchate — the
center of the Russian Orthodox
Church - and of the status of the
revered, millennium-old
Pechersk-Lavra monastery in
Kyiv, now government-owned

but largely used by the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church.
The government also placed
sanctions on its abbot, another
wealthy churchman and sever-
al bishops in Russia or Russian-
held parts of Ukraine.

“We will ensure, in partic-
ular, spiritual independence;’
Zelenskyy said. “We will never
allow anyone to build an empire
inside the Ukrainian soul”

The matter is testing
whether the young republic can
survive Russias attacks -- and as
a pluralistic state respecting
freedom of conscience. It also

raises the stakes as the two rival
Orthodox churches vie for the
loyalties of the nation’s majori-
ty Orthodox population and for
church properties.

Prominent Ukrainian Orth-
odox Church leaders say it has
loyally supported Ukraine from
the start of the war and that a
government crackdown will
only hand a propaganda coup to
the Russians, who claim to be
defending Ukraine’s Orthodox
against persecution.

“It is national suicide when
they slander and try to ‘ban’ a
part of their own people;” said

raws praise

the Rev. Mykolay Danylevich,
who has often served as a
Ukrainian Orthodox Church
spokesman.

But a bishop in the Ortho-
dox Church of Ukraine — the
similarly named rival church,
with no ties to Moscow — sup-
ported Zelensky’s measures.

“Maybe it is hard psycho-
logically that this is happening
now in monasteries and tem-
ples,” said Metropolitan
Oleksandr of the Transfiguration
of Jesus Orthodox Cathedral in
Kyiv. He spoke to The Associa-
ted Press by candlelight as por-
traits of church elders looked on,
amid controlled power outages.

“But I think it is better that
there will be searches than some
people who help guide enemy
missiles”

The Biden administration
says it supports Ukrain€’s self-
defense while expecting it to
comply with international law
on protecting freedom of reli-
gion.

The Ukrainian Orthodox
Church has been loyal to the
Moscow patriarch since the
17th century.

Ukraine ex-lawmaker,
alleged Russian agent,
faces US charges

AP B NEW YORK

former Ukrainian law-

maker who U.S.
Authorities say acted as a
Russian agent for over a decade
and tried to influence the 2020
presidential election through
meetings with Rudy Giuliani
has been criminally charged in
New York in connection with
purchases of luxury Beverly
Hills real estate.

The charges against Andrii
Derkach, 55, of
Dnipropetrovsk, Ukraine, were
announced Wednesday in
Brooklyn by U.S. Attorney

Breon Peace.

Derkach has been charac-
terized by the U.S. Government
as an “active Russian agent” for
over a decade. Authorities say
he met multiple times during
the 2020 race with Giuliani, a
close Trump ally, and released
heavily edited recordings of
Democrat Joe Biden in an
effort to disparage him.
Prosecutors also say Derkach
sought to fund a lavish lifestyle
for himself and his family
through the purchase of two
Beverly Hills condominiums
even as he hid his interests in
the transactions from banks.

AP W MOSCOW

Rgssian President Vladimir
utin on Wednesday
described the country’s nuclear
arsenals as a deterrent factor in
the Ukrainian conflict but
demurred when challenged to
make a pledge that Russia
would not be the first to use
them.

Asked by a member of the
presidential Human Rights
Council to commit Russia to
forswearing a first strike, Putin
responded that such an oblig-
ation might prevent Russia
from tapping its nuclear arsenal
even if it came under a nuclear
attack.

“If it doesnt use it first

NORTHERN RAILWAY

TENDER NOTICE
{Through E-Tendering)

Name of Work with its
Location

Provision of Coach Guidance System PWL,
DSA, & MOZ Railway Station.

App. Cost of the work (%)

¥ 1,39,22,374.64/-only

Earnest Money Deposit (T)

¥ 2,19,600/-only

Address of the Office

Senior Divisional Signal & Telecom Engineer-
C, Northern Railway, 3rd Floor, Annexe-1, DRM
Office, New Delhi-110055.

Date & Time for upload the
tender/closing of tender

Tender uploading / closing date & time -
04.01.2023 up to 15.00 hrs.

Website particular & notice
board location where
complete details of the tender
canbeseenetc.

See the Northern Railway website
www.ireps.gov.in & Notice board at S & T
branch, 3rd Floor, DRM Office, State Entry
Road, New Delhi-110055.

Tender No.: 558-Sig-16-Tele-OT-961 Dated:08.12.2022

3275/22

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Mrs. Savita whose husband Mr. Dinesh
Chand S/o Late Shri Ummed Singh R/o
of House No. 23, Near Hotel Kundan
Palace, Jasola Villge, New Delhi- 110025
was passed away on 30th November
2018. It was requested Supertech
Township Project Ltd. to transfer Unit No:
Golf Village B-1/0626 in project called
Golf County situated at TS-5, Sector-
220, Yamuna Expressway, Gautam
Buddh Nagar, Uttar Pradesh- 201301
(India) in the name of Mrs. Savita W/o
Late Mr. Dinesh Chand, who is also the
Co-owner in this Unit. If anybody has
objection, he/she may contact Mr,
Vaibhav Mittal, Mobile No. - 9582900570
of Supertech Ltd., E- Square, C-2,
Sector-96, Noida within 15 days of the
notice being published.
Sd/-
Diwakar Jha
(Advocate)

&

s e frwen

Ref. : MD/MK/04/NIT/ 2290

Phone No. :

M.P. MADHYA KSHETRA VIDYUT VITARAN COMPANY LIMITED

(Government of M.P. Undertaking)

NISHTHA PARISAR, BIJALEE NAGAR, GOVINDPURA, BHOPAL-462023
2589821, 2586636

0755-2602033-36, Fax:

TENDER NOTICE

MPMKVVCL, Bhopal, invites following bids from manufacturers through e-tendering :

Date : 08.12.2022

Transformer and provision of Advertisement on
DTR fencing at various locations in Bhopal City
under Public Private Partnership (PPP) Model"

Tender Particulars Tender Date of Date of
Secification Fee including Pre-Bid Opening
Number GST(inRs.) | Conference | of Tender
MD/MEK/ Expression of Interest (EOI) For Submission 590/- 16.12.2022 | 02.01.2023
04/845 of Technical proposal for “Fencing of Distribution at 3:00 PM | at 3:00 PM

M.P. Madhyam/107621/2022

Other details and full Tender documents would be available on Company website https://portal.mpcz.in &
Govt. website https:/mptenders.gov.in shortly.
CHIEF GENERAL MANAGER (PROC.)

PUBLIC NOTICE
To be known to all that We, (1) SH. ANIL
KUMAR VERMA,S/O SH. JUGAL™ KISHORE|
VERMA, &(Z)SMT RASHMI VERMA, W/O SH.
ANIL KUMAR VERMA, BOTH R/D SFS FLAT NO,

-A,GROUND FLOOR,POC MAYUR
VIHAR PH-III, DELHI-110096, VIDE DDA FILE
NO.F.160{0417)97/SFS-IX/KL/IIl has applied
for conversion of the aforesaid flat from lease
hold to free hold in DDA.AIl the original
documents i.e. Demand Cum-Allotment Letter,
Mutation Letter,Possession Letter,Site
Possession Slip, NOC for water and electrluty
lconnection etc. issued by the DDA of the above
flat have been lost.An FIR/NCR/LR to this effect
has lodged in Police Station, Crime Branch, New
Delhi, vide NCR/FIR/L. R'No. 1060430/2022
dated 08/12/2022. Any person(s) claiming any
right,interest,having any objection or found in
possession of original documents,June write/
contact with above named person at above
address/phone No. 9811669029 within 15 days
from the date of publication of this notice. The
person claiming any right, interest, objections
with respect to this property can personally
inform or write to :Dy.Director{LAB)H
Director {H)-1, D Block,3rd Floor, Vikas Sadan,
[INA, New Delhl.

To be known to all that | Krishna Kumar Sio Sh. Ram
Niwas Rlo A-2/4-C, DDA MIG Flat, Second Floor,
Paschimpuri, New Delhi-110063 Owner of flat No.
4-C, Category DDA Built-up MIG Flat, Type-A, situated
on the second floor in Block/ Pkt A-2, Paschimpuri,
New Delhi-110063 have applied for conversion of the
aforesaid flat from leasehold to freehold, Vide application
dated 171121999 in DDA have lost original allotment
cum demand letter file N o. F-16(207) 8 2MIG/ G, original
site possession slip & original agreement to sell executed
by the allottee in my favour in respect of the aforesaid
flat & an FIRINCR No. L R1041910/2022 d ated 02112/2022
to the said effect has been lodged with the Police
Station Crime Branch, New Delhi.

Any person (S) Claiming any right, interest, having any
objection or found in p ossession of t he aforesaid o riginal
documents, may writefcontact with above named person
at above address/phone No. 9818524383 within 15 days from
the date of publication of this notice. The person ¢laiming
any right, interest, objections with respect to this property
can personally inform or write to the Dy. Director, (LAB)H or
Birector(1), D-Block, 3rd Floor, Vikas Sadan, INA, New Delhi.

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

Jammu and Kashmir Power Transmission Corporation Lid

Office of the Executive Engineer

Transmission Line Maintenance Division-I (TLMD-1), Bemina, Srinagar
Ph. No. 0194-2492427, Email: xen-timd1 @jk.gov.in/ xentimd1psdf@gmail.com/ timd1tech @gmail.com
Tender Extension Notice-I

Panther"

hereby extended as under:

Subject: Tender Extension Notice for e-NIT No: 13/JKPTCL/TLMD-1/SGR/2022-23, Dated:
03.11.2022 (Tender Ref ID: 2022_PDD_194688_1) for the Work namely "HTLS Re-
conductoring of Transmission line including supply of HTLS Conductor, Insulator,
Hardware fittings and Accessories, dismantling of old Conductor and hardware for
132 D/C Bemina-Zainakote Transmission Line by way of replacing existing 0.2 ACSR
Panther by High Tension Low sag (HTLS) Conductor equivalent in size to ACSR

Due to poor response, the last dates for submission of e-bid and opening of Techno
Commercial bids for e-NIT No: 13/JKPTCL/TLMD-I/SGR/2022-23, Dated: 03.11.2022 are

under any circumstances, it
means that it won’t be the sec-
ond to use it either, because the
possibility of using it in case of
a nuclear strike on our territo-
ry will be sharply limited,
Putin said.

He noted that Russia’s
nuclear doctrine was based on
the so-called “launch on warn-
ing” concept, which envisages
the country employing nuclear
weapons in the face of an immi-
nent nuclear attack.

"It means that if we come

under strike, we strike back in
response,” he said.

Russia's nuclear doctrine
states the country can use
nuclear weapons if it comes
under a nuclear strike or if it
faces an attack with conven-
tional weapons that threatens
“the very existence” of the
Russian state.

Putin, who has repeatedly
said during the fighting in
Ukraine that Russia was ready
to use “all available means” to
protect its territory, rejected
Western criticism of nuclear
saber-rattling. He pointed at for-
mer British Prime Minister Liz
Truss’ statement about her
readiness to use nuclear
weapons, saying he felt obliged
to respond to that.

“I had to emphasize certain
things in response;” Putin said.
“Her comments went largely

Putin denies Western accusations
of nuclear saber-rattling

unnoticed, but they immedi-
ately emphasized our state-
ments and used them to scare
the world”

The Russian leader further
argued that Russia's nuclear
weapons serve as a tool of
deterrence amid the military
operation in Ukraine, which is
in its 10th month.

“We haven't gone mad. We
fully understand what nuclear
weapons are;” Putin said. “We
have them, and they are more
advanced and state-of-the-art
than what any other nuclear
power has”

He added: “We aren't going
to brandish those weapons like
a razor running around the
world, but we naturally proceed
from their existence.”

“It's a factor of deterrence,
not a factor provoking an esca-
lation of the conflict," Putin said.

The Russian leader charac-
terized the tactical nuclear
weapons the United States
deployed to Europe as a desta-
bilizing factor. Russia, by con-
trast, hasn’t deployed any
nuclear weapons outside its
territory, Putin said, adding
that “we naturally will defend
our allies with all available
means, if necessary.”

nessman

—

.| Last date for submission of E-Bid

15.12.2022 (02:00 PM)

2.| Last date for submission of Hard Copy of e-Bid in the
office of Executive Engineer TLMD-1, Bemina, Srinagar.

17.12.2022 (04:00 PM)

w

.| Date for online opening of Techno- Commercial e-Bid

19.12.2022 (02:00 PM)

No.: TLMD-ITS/3007-11
Dated:- 25.11.2022
DIPK-NB-5429/22

All other terms and conditions remain same.

Sd/-

Executive Engineer,
TLMD-1st Bemina Sgr
Transmission (Kashmir), JKPTCL, Bemina

he son of a Russian busi-

ok

close to

President Vladimir Putin has
been acquitted in Norway of
violating a law that bars
Russians from flying drones.

Andrey Yakunin, who
holds both a Russian and a British pass-
port and who lives in Italy, was arrested
in Hammerfest, in Arctic Norway, on
QOct. 17, after he had sailed around the
Arctic Archipelago of Svalbard and
along the coast of Norway.

When off Svalbard, he was respon-
sible for two drones that he owned, and
which were used several times for flights

—

Norway acquits Putin
ally’s son who flew drone

AP W COPENHAGEN

over the archipelago which sits
more than 800 kilometers
(500 miles) north of the
Norwegian mainland. On
some occasions he piloted
them himself, the court said.

The 47-year-old Yakunin
had been filming with the
drone while mountaineering,

glacier walking and sailing.

Under Norwegian law, it is prohib-
ited for aircraft operated by Russian com-
panies or citizens “to land on, take off
from or fly over Norwegian territory”
Norway is not a member of the European
Union but mirrors its moves and decid-
ed on the ban earlier this year after the
invasion of Ukraine.
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US appeals ruling that would
lift asylum restrictions

Biden releasing USD 36B to
aid pensions of union workers

AP H SANTA FE

he US government said on
Wednesday it is appealing
a court ruling that would
lift asylum restrictions that have
become the cornerstone of bor-
der enforcement in recent years.

But there was no indication
that the appeal would scuttle a
December 21 deadline set by a
federal judge to end asylum
restrictions that have been used
to expel asylum seekers.

The disputed enforcement
rule first took effect in March
2020, denying migrants' rights to
seek asylum under US and
international law on grounds of
preventing the spread of

COVID-19. The Homeland
Security Department said it
would file an appeal with the US
Court of Appeals for the District
of Columbia, challenging some
aspects of the November ruling
by US District Judge Emmet
Sullivan that ordered President
Joe Biden's administration to lift
the asylum restrictions.

Biden officials say the
Department of Homeland
Security continues to prepare for
the December 21 deadline set by
Sullivan to lift restrictions.

The restrictions were put in
place under former President
Donald Trump at the outset of
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The practice was autho-

AP B WASHINGTON

President Joe Biden on
Thursday is announcing the
infusion of nearly USD 36 bil-
lion to shore up a financially
troubled union pension plan,
preventing severe cuts to the
retirement incomes of more
than 350,000 Teamster workers
and retirees across the United
States.

The money for the Central
States Pension Fund is the largest
amount of federal aid provided

rised under Title 42 of a broad-
er 1944 law covering public
health, and has been used to
expel migrants more than 2.4
million times.

Sullivan has called the
expulsion of migrants under the
rule “arbitrary and capricious.”

And immigrant rights'
groups have argued that the use
of Title 42 unjustly harms peo-
ple fleeing persecution and that
the pandemic was a pretext
used by the Trump administra-
tion to curb immigration.

A coalition of conserva-
tive-leaning states wants to keep
in place the Trump-era public
health rule that allows many asy-
lum seekers to be turned away

for a pension plan, the Biden
administration said, and comes
from the American Rescue Plan,
a USD 1.9 trillion coronavirus
relief package that he signed into
law in 2021.

Many union retirement
plans have been under financial
pressure because of underfund-
ing and other issues. Without the
federal assistance, Teamster
members could have seen their
benefits reduced by an average
of 60 per cent starting within a
couple of years.

at the southern US border.

The ban has been uneven-
ly enforced by nationality; falling
largely on migrants from
Guatemala, Honduras, El
Salvador — as well as Mexicans
— because Mexico allows them
to be returned from the United
States.

Last month, Mexico began
accepting Venezuelans who are
expelled from the United States
under Title 42, causing a sharp
drop in Venezuelans seeking
asylum at the US border.

The asylum rule has been
used by the Biden administra-
tion to expel migrant families
and single adults, though not
children travelling alone.

[ran executes first known
prisoner held in protests

AP H DUBAI

Iran said on Thursday it exe-
cuted a prisoner convicted for
a crime allegedly committed
during the country's ongoing
nationwide protests, the first
such death penalty carried out
by Tehran.

The execution comes as
other detainees also face possi-
ble death penalty for their
involvement in the protests,
which began first as an outcry
against Iran's morality police and
have expanded into one of the
most serious challenges to Iran's
theocracy since its 1979 Islamic
Revolution.

Activists warn others could
be put to death as well soon since
activists say at least a dozen peo-
ple so far have received death
sentences over their involvement
in the demonstrations.

The “execution of #Mohsen
Shekari must be me with
STRONG reactions otherwise
we will be facing daily execu-
tions of protesters,” wrote
Mahmood Amiry-Moghaddam,
the director of the Oslo-based
activist group Iran Human
Rights.

“This execution must have
rapid practical consequences
internationally”

Iran's Mizan news agency
reported the execution. It
accused the man of blocking a
street and attacking a security
force member with a machete in
Tehran. The Mizan news agency,
run by the country's judiciary,

identified the executed man as
Mohsen Shekari.

It said he had been convict-
ed in Tehran's Revolutionary
Court, which typically holds
closed-door cases that have
been internationally criticised in
other cases for not allowing
those on trial to pick their own
lawyers or even see the evidence
against them.

Mizan said Shekari had
been arrested September 25,
then convicted November 20 on
the charge of "moharebeh," a
Farsi word meaning “waging
war against God”

That charge has been levied
against others in the decades
since 1979 and carries the death
penalty.

Iran has been rocked by
protests since the September 16
death of 22-year-old Mahsa
Amini, who died after being

detained by the country’s moral-
ity police.

At least 475 people have
been killed in the demonstra-
tions amid a heavy-handed
security crackdown, according
to Human Rights Activists in
Iran, a group that's been moni-
toring the protests since they
began.

Over 18,000 have been
detained by authorities.

Iran is one of the world's top
executioners. It typically exe-
cutes prisoners by hanging.
Already, Amnesty International
said it obtained a document
signed by one senior Iranian
police commander asking an
execution for one prisoner be
“completed in the shortest pos-
sible time' and that his death
sentence be carried out in pub-
lic as 'a heart-warming gesture
towards the security forces.

China begins implerr

AP M BEIJING

China began implementing a
more relaxed version of its
strict “zero COVID” policy on
Thursday amid steps to restore
normal life, but also trepidation
over a possible broader outbreak
once controls are eased.

The country reported
21,165 new coronavirus cases on
Thursday, though it was unclear
whether the lower number
reflected fewer infections or a
reduction in testing.

The National Health Com-
mission issued relaxed anti-
pandemic regulations on Wed-
nesday, including a loosening of
lockdowns and the elimination
of a requirement that a recent
negative COVID-19 test be
shown to enter most public
places.

The commission said it was
due to “positive results” in fight-
ing the virus and because of a
recognition that the current
omicron variant is less danger-
ous than earlier versions of the

virus — a fact long embraced by
other countries that have
reopened their societies.

The relaxation also follows
street protests — the largest in
decades — by people fed up with
the draconian controls, which
have been blamed for hobbling
the economy, upending mil-
lions of lives and causing the
deaths of some people refused
hospital treatment because they
lacked proper test results.

“This is an inevitable trend.
We must let go sooner or later,
and we can't always stick to pre-
vious measures,” said Xin
Guijun, a 70-year-old Beijing
resident.

“However, one thing is that
we are on our own to protect
ourselves, and we must cultivate
our own awareness of personal
protection,” Xin told The
Associated Press.

While the relaxation sent a
wave of relief through Chinese
society, much uncertainty
remains and the move was not
met with universal acclaim.

Dr. Anthony Fauci, the top
US. Infectious disease expert
and a critic of China's reliance
on lockdowns, said China risked
unleashing a new wave of virus
mutations on the world if it

doesn't “mount and implement
a proactive vaccination cam-
paign.”

“Whenever you have a large
wave of transmissions of a virus,
you give it ample opportunity to

-
e e ]

mutate," Fauci said Wednesday
at an event organized by the
Financial Times newspaper.
“And when you give a virus
opportunity to mutate, that
allows it to form potentially new

variants. And once you get a
brand-new variant, that could
have an impact on the rest of the
world,” Fauci said.

Fauci and other foreign
health officials have urged
Beijing to import Western
COVID-19 vaccines based on
mRNA technology, considered
more effective than the inacti-
vated vaccines developed by
China. Chinese officials have so
far ignored such calls.

The changes announced
Wednesday include a renewed
commitment to vaccinate vul-
nerable groups and the elderly,
whose levels of immunization
are far lower than the population
as a whole. China has adminis-
tered 3.4 billion doses to its 1.4
billion people, or about 2.4 do-
ses per person, indicating that
large numbers have not received
the recommended three shots.

China's difficulties are com-
pounded by the fact that only a
small number of people have
been exposed to the virus under
“zero COVID," leaving most

enting relaxed anti-Covid measures

with no natural antibodies.

In an editorial on the
Wednesday announcement, the
official Xinhua News Agency
said the changes were “intro-
duced based on the latest epi-
demic situation and mutation of
the virus to contain the epidemic
in a more science-based and tar-
geted manner."

Xinhua emphasized the
need to “rectify oversimplified or
one-size-fits-all approaches and
excessive policy steps, oppose
and curb pointless formalities
and bureaucratism."

China has not formally
abandoned “zero COVID,"
which seeks to track and elimi-
nate all infections, but its recent
steps seem to indicate it is drop-
ping it in all but name.

The ruling Communist
Party credits the policy with
sparing China the large numbers
of cases and deaths seen in other
countries.

China's official death toll is
5,235 since the start of the pan-
demic, versus a U.

South Korea’s
truth body to

probe foreign
adoptions

AP W SEQUL

outh Korea's Truth and

Reconciliation Commission
will investigate the cases of
dozens of South Korean
adoptees in Europe and the
United States who suspect their
origins were falsified or
obscured during a child export
frenzy in the mid- to late-1900s.

The decision Thursday
opens what could be South
Korea's most far-reaching
inquiry into foreign adoptions
yet. Frustration over broken
family connections and laun-
dered child statuses and identi-
ties grew and demanded gov-
ernment attention.

The adopted South Koreans
are believed to be the world's
largest diaspora of adoptees. In
the past six decades, about
200,000 South Koreans — most-
ly girls — were adopted overseas.
Most were placed with white
parents in the United States
and Europe during the 1970s
and '80s.

After a meeting Tuesday, the
commission decided to investi-
gate 34 adoptees who were sent
to Denmark, Norway, the
Netherlands, Germany, Belgium,
and the United States from the
1960s to the early 1990s. The
adoptees say they were wrong-
fully removed from their fami-
lies through falsified documents
and corrupt practices.

They were among the 51
adoptees who first submitted
their applications to the com-
mission in August through the
Danish Korean Rights Group,
led by adoptee attorney Peter
Moller. The applications filed by
Moller's group have since grown
to over 300, and dozens of
adoptees from Sweden and
Australia are also expected to file
applications on Friday, which is
the commission's deadline for
investigation requests, Moller
said.

The investigation will like-
ly expand over the next few
months as the commission
reviews whether to accept the
applications submitted after
August. Cases that are seen as
similar will likely be fused to
speed up the investigations,
commission official Park Young-
il said.

Chlnas X| at
Saudi palace
to meet royals

AP H DUBAI

hinese leader Xi Jinping

met on Thursday with Saudi
Arabia's king and the crown
prince while on a visit to the
kingdom, solidifying ties with a
region crucial to his country's
energy supplies as sanctions
intensify on Russia over its war
on Ukraine.

Xi arrived at Al Yamama
Palace in Riyadh and was greet-
ed by Crown Prince Moham-
med bin Salman, the king's
assertive son who stands ready
to rule the oil-rich kingdom in
the decades to come. Xi shook
hands with the prince as an hon-
our guard on horseback carried
Saudi and Chinese flags.

It wasn't immediately clear
what the two focused on in their
discussions, though Xi in a
newspaper column published by
Al Riyadh newspaper said
“exchanges between China and
Arab states date back more than
2,000 years.”

The column also quoted a
saying by Islam's Prophet Muha-
mmad: “Seek knowledge even if
you have to go as far as China”

“The Arab people value
independence, oppose external

interference, stand up to power
politics and high-handedness,
and always seek to make
progress;” Xi's column read.

He also noted that the Gulf
Cooperation Council countries,
which include Bahrain, Kuwait,
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and
the United Arab Emirates, serve
as “an energy tank for world
economy.” China, the world's
largest crude oil importer, relies
heavily on Saudi oil, paying
tens of billions of dollars annu-
ally to the kingdom.

Gulf Arab states are trying
to re-calibrate their foreign pol-
icy as the United States turns its
attention elsewhere in the world.

Russia's war on Ukraine —
and the West's hardening stance
on Moscow — has also left the
Arab countries wanting to
cement ties with China. For
Prince Mohammed, hosting Xi
boosts his own international
profile after being linked to the
killing of Washington Post
columnist Jamal Khashoggi.

Beyond China's oil pur-
chases, its construction expertise
could be tapped as well for
Prince Mohammed's planned
USD 500 billion futuristic city of
Neom on the Red Sea.

German ‘coup’

AP W BERLIN

German police rounded up
dozens of people including
a self-styled prince, a retired
paratrooper and a former judge
on Wednesday, accusing the
suspects of discussing the violent
overthrow of the government
but leaving unclear how concrete
the plans were.

A German official and a
lawmaker said investigators may
have detected real plotting,
drunken fantasizing, or both.

Regardless, Germany takes
any right-wing threat seriously
and thousands of police officers
carried out pre-dawn raids
across much of the country.

“We're talking about a group
that, according to what we know
so far, planned to violently abol-
ish our democratic state of law
and an armed attack,” on the
German parliament building,

government spokesman Steffen
Hebestreit said.

Sara Nanni, a lawmaker
with the Green party, part of the
German government, suggested
the group may not have been
capable.

“More details keep coming
to light that raise doubts about
whether these people were even
clever enough to plan and carry
out such a coup;” Nanni said in
a post on the social network
Mastodon. “The fact is: no mat-
ter how crude their ideas are and
how hopeless their plans, even
the attempt is dangerous!”

Federal prosecutors said the
group is alleged to have believed
in a “conglomerate of conspira-
cy theories consisting of narra-
tives from the so-called Reich
Citizens as well as QAnon ide-
ology.

“Adherents of the Reich
Citizens movement reject

plot spawns dozens of

Germany's postwar constitu-
tion and have called for bring-
ing down the government, while
QAnon is a global conspiracy
theory with roots in the United
States.

The Reich Citizens scene
has been under observation by
Germany's domestic intelligence

agency since 2016. Authorities
estimate that the loose-knit
movement has about 21,000
adherents.

Prosecutors said the sus-
pects also believe Germany is
ruled by a so-called “deep state”

One of the alleged ring-
leaders arrested on Wednesday

is Heinrich XIII Prince Reuss, a
71-year-old member of the
House of Reuss who continues
to use the title despite Germany
abolishing any formal role for
royalty more than a century ago.

Federal prosecutors said
Reuss, whom the group planned
to install as Germany's new
leader, had contacted Russian
officials with the aim of impos-
ing a new order in the country
once the German government
was overthrown. There is no
indication that the Russians
responded positively.

Police also detained Birgit
Malsack-Winkemann, a judge
and former lawmaker with the
far-right Alternative for
Germany party.

Alternative for Germany;,
which is known by its acronym
AfD, has increasingly come
under scrutiny by security ser-
vices due to its ties with extrem-

arrests

ists.

AfD's co-leaders, Tino
Chrupalla and Alice Weidel
said they had only learned of the
alleged coup plans through the
media, and condemned them.

“We have full confidence in
the authorities involved and
demand a swift and compre-
hensive investigation,” they said
in a statement.

Chief federal prosecutor
Peter Frank said some 3,000 offi-
cers were involved in the raids
conducted at 150 sites in 11 of
Germany's 16 states.

Officers detained 22
German citizens on suspicion of
“membership in a terrorist
organisation,” prosecutors said.
Three other people, including a
Russian citizen, were held on
suspicion of supporting the
organisation, they said. An addi-
tional 27 people were under
investigation.

Nepali Cong-led coalition intensifies talks
with like-minded parties to form Gowt

PTI ® KATHMANDU

Prime Minister Sher Bahadur
Deuba's Nepali Congress-led
five-party coalition, which is two
seats away from a simple major-
ity after securing 136 seats in the
275-member House of
Representatives, has intensified
negotiations with like-minded
parties to form the new gov-
ernment.

Nepali Congress (NC) has
emerged as the single largest
party with 89 seats after the elec-
tion commission allocated seats
to all the political parties under
the proportional voting system
on Wednesday.

The other partners of the

ruling alliance have together
secured 47 seats — CPN-Maoist
Centre (32), CPN-Unified
Socialist (10), Loktantrik Samaj-
wadi Party (4) and Rashtriya
Janamorcha one.

The C. K. Raut-led Janamat
Party, which secured only one
seat in the House of Repre-
sentatives (HoR) under the first-
past-the-post category, got 5
seats under the proportional

representation (PR) category,
which means that the party will
have a total of six members in
the House.

Last week, Prime Minister
Deuba met Raut at the PM's res-
idence and discussed matters
relating to forging cooperation
in the days ahead, sources said.

If the Janamat Party backs
the NC-led coalition, the ruling
alliance will have the support of
142 lawmakers - four more
than 138 required to form a gov-
ernment.

On Sunday, NC leader Ram
Chandra Poudel said that the
government to be formed now
will provide political stability,
good governance, development

and employment in the village.

Meanwhile, former prime
minister K P Sharma Oli-led
CPN-UML has received the
highest votes under the pro-
portional voting system while
the NC and CPN-Maoist Centre
have secured second and third
positions, respectively.

The CPN-UML has secured
34 seats under the proportion-
ate voting followed by the NC
with 32 seats and CPN-Maoist
Centre with 14 seats. Rastriya
Swatantra Party (RSP) has
received 13 seats while Rastriya
Prajatantra Party (RPP), Janata
Samajwadi Party (JSP) and
Janamat Party have received 7,
5 and 5 seats respectively.

NYT journalists, other
workers on 24- hour strlke

AP B NEW YORK

Hundreds of journalists and
other employees at The
New York Times began a 24-
hour walkout Thursday, the first
strike of its kind at the newspa-
per in more than 40 years.

Newsroom employees and
other members of The
NewsGuild of New York say they
are fed up with bargaining that
has dragged on since their last
contract expired in March 2021.
The union announced last week
that more than 1,100 employees
would stage a 24-hour work
stoppage starting at 12:01 a.M.
Thursday unless the two sides
reach a contract deal.

The NewsGuild tweeted

Thursday morning that workers,
“are now officially on work stop-
page, the first of this scale at the
company in 4 decades. It's never
an easy decision to refuse to do
work you love, but our members
are willing to do what it takes to
win a better newsroom for all”

Negotiations took place
Tuesday and some on Wednes-
day, but the sides remained far
apart on issues including wage
increases and remote-work poli-
cies.
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SENSEX SNAPS 4-SESSION LOSING RUN
AFTER BJP'S RECORD SHOWING IN GUd

PTI W MUMBAI

quity benchmark Sensex
Eended four days of losses

on Thursday, buoyed by
gains in select banking and auto
counters, after the ruling BJP
headed for a record victory in
Gujarat but failed to retain
Himachal Pradesh.

Persistent selling by foreign
investors and mixed global cues
capped the gains, traders said.

The 30-share index opened
lower but gained momentum as
the session progressed, before
finally ending 160 points high-
er at 62,570.68. A total of 13 of
its components advanced while
17 declined.

On similar lines, the broad-
er NSE Nifty advanced 48.85
points to settle at 18,609.35, with
27 of its constituents closing in
the red. Axis Bank, IndusIlnd
Bank, L&T, ICICI Bank, Infosys,
SBI, Bajaj Finserv and M&M
were the major gainers among
Sensex stocks, climbing up to
2.71 per cent.

Sun Pharma fell the most by
3.57 per cent after the USFDA
listed its Halol facility under an
import alert, with products
manufactured at the unit now
subject to refusal of admission
in the US market. PowerGrid,
TCS, Nestle, Wipro, Kotak Bank
and Bajaj Finance were among
the other losers.

"After touching a record

high, the domestlc market expe-
rienced significant volatility as
global markets tumbled due to
fear of an economic slowdown
and worries over a Fed rate hike.
Recession fears weighed on IT
and pharma stocks while banks,
especially PSBs, continued to
support the bourses.

"This volatility is expected to
sustain in the global market as
we await the Fed policy decision
and US inflation numbers due
next week," said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services.

On the political front, the
BJP was on Thursday poised to
retain power in Gujarat for a
record seventh straight term
but was set to be dethroned by
the Congress in Himachal
Pradesh, where the hill state fol-
lowed its long history of an
incumbent government being
voted out. Riding on the charis-

ma of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, who addressed 31 election
rallies in his home state and con-
tinued to hold sway over voters,
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
steamrolled the opposition that
included the new entrant Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) by winning
or leading in 157 of the 182 seats
in Gujarat with a vote share of
nearly 53 per cent.

If the trends continue, the
BJP would not only beat its best
showing till date -- 127 seats in
2002, but also surpass the all-
time record set by the Congress
party in 1985, when it won 149
seats under the leadership of late
Madhavsinh Solanki.

In winning a seventh term,
the party would also equal the
Left Front's feat in West Bengal.

"Markets are seeing time-
wise correction and weak glob-
al cues are delaying the recovery.
We feel the consolidation may

continue for some time howev-
er buoyancy in the banking
pack coupled with buying in
select index majors may result in
a further rebound.

"Meanwhile, we recom-
mend continuing with stock-
specific trading approach and
focusing on buying opportuni-
ties," said Ajit Mishra, VP -
Technical Research, Religare
Broking Ltd.

Shares were mixed in
Europe and Asia ahead of the
release of US jobless data on
Thursday and inflation numbers
on Friday. US futures turned
higher and oil prices rebound-
ed. In Asian trading, the Shan-
ghai Composite lost 0.1 per
cent, Tokyo's Nikkei 225 decli-
ned 0.4 per cent while Hong
Kong's Hang Seng rose by 3.4
per cent. Australia's S&P/ASX
200 dropped 0.8 per cent and
South Korea's Kospi declined 0.5
per cent.

Brent crude oil gained 28
cents to USD 77.45 per barrel.

The rupee consolidated in a
narrow range and settled 3 paise
higher at 82.44 (provisional)
against the US dollar on Thurs-
day, supported by positive
domestic equities.

Foreign Institutional Inves-
tors (FIIs) were net sellers in cap-
ital markets as they offloaded
shares worth Rs 1,241.87 crore
on Wednesday, according to
exchange data.

RBI may eftect
one more rate

hike; repo rate may
rise to 6.5%: Kotak

PTI B NEW DELHI

Aday after the RBI raised the
benchmark lending rate by
35 basis points, Kotak Mahindra
Bank Managing Director Uday
Kotak on Thursday said the cen-
tral bank may go for one more
rate hike to bring inflation below
its upper tolerance level of 6 per
cent.

Yesterday, the RBI indicat-
ed that it wants inflation to be
within the band first and then
move towards the target of 4 per
cent, Kotak said at the CII
Global Economic Policy Summit
2022.

"My sense is that there could
be one more rate hike and that
may be the time for thinking
about a pivot, but we got to
watch very closely the data, and
maybe around 6.5 per cent as it
looks today; subject to what hap-
pens to the world, subject to
what happens to oil, subject to
what happens to many other
things," he said.

Kotak further said the US
Federal Reserve's decision on
interest rates this month will be
asignal for other central banks.

"I think that is going to be
avery crucial signal about what
is the interest rate trajectory in
the largest market and the largest

pool of money in the world,
which is the US," he said.

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) Wednesday hiked the key
repo rate by 35 basis points to
6.25 per cent, the fifth straight
increase since May.

In all, the RBI has raised the
benchmark rate by 2.25 per
cent since May this year.

On the potential of the
Indian economy, Kotak said the
country has become the fifth
largest in the world at about
USD 3.2 trillion and has huge
potential.

There are opportunities to
move up the ladder, to be among
the top three in the world, and
its realisation would depend on
certain metrics, including eco-
nomic performance in terms of
absolute GDP and absolute per
capita income instead of the PPP
comparison, he said.

Road transport Min to launch |
surety bonds insurance product
for infra sector on Dec 19

PTI ® NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways
(MoRTH) will launch India's
first-ever surety bonds insurance
product on December 19 to
boost liquidity in the infra-
structure sector, Union minister
Nitin Gadkari said on Thursday.

Addressing an event organ-
ised by industry body CII,
Gadkari said Indian highways
infrastructure is developing at a
rapid pace.

"On December 19, our min-
istry is launching India's first-
ever surety bond insurance
product...That is going to give a
good relief to the contractors,"
he said.

Surety bonds are different
from corporate bonds and finan-
cial guarantees.

While surety bonds refer to
the performance or delivery
obligation to complete the
insured project, the corporate
bonds refer to financial obliga-
tion to repay the debts or loans.

"The surety bonds will help
in boosting the liquidity in the
infrastructure sector by freeing
the contractors working capital
stuck in bank guarantees.

"Contractors can utilise
these funds for growth of their
business," the road transport and
highways minister said.

Gadkari said he wants to
launch a mass rapid transport
system on electricity.

"I want to launch 30 funic-
ular railway system projects in
Ladakh and Leh," he said.

The minister said that the
most economic viable sector
today in India is highway con-
struction sector.

"To work on the highway
sector is not a charity, it is real-
ly a good profitable sector,"
Gadkari, who is known for his
frank views, said.

The minister, however,
lamented that he has not
achieved decent success in
reducing road accidents and
basic problem is faulty road
engineering.

Air India to invest over USD 400 million
on wide-body aircraft refurbishment
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PTI ® MUMBAI

Tata group-owned full service
carrier Air India on
Thursday said it plans to refur-
bish its legacy wide-body fleet,
comprising 40 Boeing planes, at
an investment of over USD 400
million (about Rs 3,295 crore).

The company has mandat-
ed London-based product
design companies JPA Design
and Trendworks to assist with
the cabin interior design ele-
ments of the refurbishment
exercise, the airline said in a
statement. Of the 40 planes
which are set to go for refur-
bishment, 27 are Boeing 787-
800s and 13 Boeing 777s.

All these planes were
acquired when the airline was
under state ownership. The Tata
Group regained control of Air
India in January this year.

The first such refurbished
aircraft is expected to be in ser-
vice by mid-2024, as per the
release. With this significant
investment, Air India said it is

committed to providing its pas-
sengers with a comfortable,
modern, and technologically
advanced cabin.

In September, the airline
announced a transformation
plan, focusing on growing both
its network and fleet, develop-
ing a completely revamped cus-
tomer proposition, improving
reliability and on-time perfor-
mance.

It also aims at taking a lead-
ership position in technology,
sustainability, and innovation, as
well as aggressively investing in
the best industry talent.

Air India said as part of the
refurbishment exercise, it will
carry out a complete overhaul of
existing cabin interiors, includ-
ing the addition of latest gener-
ation seats and best in-class
inflight entertainment across
all classes.

In addition, the refurbish-
ment will see the introduction of
premium economy cabins on
both fleets, it said, adding that
first class cabins will also be
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retained on the Boeing 777
planes.

"We are working closely
with partners to accelerate the
refit process as fast as possible
and, in the meantime, leasing in
atleast 11 new widebody aircraft
with brand new interiors to
improve our offering at the ear-
liest opportunity,” Air India
Managing Director and Chief
Executive Officer Campbell
Wilson said.

After announcing it will
lease 30 planes, including five
Boeing 777 in September this
year, the airline earlier this week
disclosed its plans to add on
lease six more Boeing 777s in its
fleet.

"The complete interior
refurbishment entails signifi-
cant regulatory and engineering
preparation, which commenced
earlier this year. This lengthy but
necessary process, and the time
required to manufacture seats, is
expected to lead to the first air-
craft entering service in mid-
2024," it said.

Arogya Expo draws footfalls
t World Ayurveda Congress

PTI W PANAJI

Ayurveda products and ser-
vices have a fast-growing
market in the West with
increased awareness about their
holistic solutions to various
health challenges, say partici-
pants at the Arogya Expo organ-
ised as part of the four-day
World Ayurveda Congress
(WAC) which began here on
Thursday.

"Now is the time for Ayur-
veda. More and more people in
the West are becoming aware of
the vital role of traditional
healthcare systems in keeping
the world healthy," says Raitis
Bullits, Chief Executive Officer,
Alveda, a platform that connects
people across continents with
leading Ayurveda practitioners
in India.

"Initially many in the West
were sceptical about the tradi-
tional health solutions. It was so
when the yoga and meditation
came to the west. Many initial-
ly thought that these were asso-
ciated with a particular faith sys-
tem. But these misgivings even-
tually gave way to acceptance.

The same is true of Ayurveda as
well," said Bullits, who is from
Switzerland.

Noting that the Union
ministry of Ayush has been
doing "an amazing job" in
popularising Ayurveda in India
and abroad, Bullits said this
edition of WAC especially will
put across the message effec-
tively.

A major theme that the 9th
edition of WAC and Arogya
Expo is leveraging the potential
of this time-tested wellness sys-
tem in boosting immunity of the
society as a whole by going for
completely side-effect free health
products, said Poonam Dabhol-
kar, Product Manager, Shree
Dhootapapeshwar Ltd, a leading
Ayurveda institution.

"Apart from scholarly delib-
erations, this conclave will help
give a fair idea about Ayurveda
to common people and remove
many a misconception. This is
a scientific system that is entire-
ly 'granthoktha’ (text-based) and
which has proved its efficacy for
centuries. This message is being
clearly put out by WAC," said
Dabholkar.

India achieves 166GW
of renewable energy

capacity till October

PTI M NEW DELHI

India has achieved 165.94GW
of renewable energy capacity
till October as against the target
of 175GW by 2022, Parliament
was informed on Thursday.
"Against the target of
achieving 175 GW of Renewable
Energy installed capacity by
2022, a total of 165.94 GW of
renewable energy capacity
(including large hydro) has been
installed in the country as on
October 31, 2022," Power and
New & Renewable Energy

Minister R K Singh stated in a
written reply to Lok Sabha on
Thursday.

A capacity of 76.13 GW (of
renewables) is under various
stages of implementation and a
capacity of 36.44 GW is under
various stages of bidding, Singh
informed the House.

In line with the Prime
Minister's announcement at
COP26, the Ministry of New
and Renewable Energy is work-
ing towards achieving 500 GW
of installed electricity capacity
from non-fossil sources by 2030.

Singh further elaborated
that so far, a total of 172.72 GW
capacity from non-fossil fuel-
based energy resources has been
installed in the country as on
October 31, 2022, which
includes 119.09 GW Renewable
Energy, 46.85 GW Large Hydro
and 6.78 GW Nuclear Power
capacity.

This has a share of 42.26 per
cent of total installed generation
capacity in the country iE.
408.71 GW as on October, 31,
2022.

Samsung to collaborate with tech startups
working on Govt's Digital India stack

PTI B NEW DELHI

Consumer electronics maker
Samsung on Thursday said
it will partner with startups
working on technologies around
the government's Digital India
stack, to accelerate its digital
journey in the country.

The company is inviting
startups to collaborate on tech-
nologies which include UPI,
DigiLocker, Open Network for
Digital Commerce (ONDC),
Open Credit Enablement
Network (OCEN), and Unified
Health Interface (UHI) among
others, a statement issued by
Samsung said.

As part of this, startups will
partner with Samsung's R&D
centres and business units in
India on domains such as wal-
let, health, and fitness, where
products and services will be
integrated with the company’s
ecosystem, it added.

It will also provide funding
support to some of these star-
tups, helping them to scale with
their solution.

The South Korean major
held a Startup Collab event in
Bengaluru earlier this week,

where around 25 startups from
across India interacted with its
leadership.

"Samsung's R&D centres
and business units in India will
work closely with startups to co-
build solutions for a specific
product or service that has the
potential to be integrated with
Samsung's product ecosystem,"
it said.

The company’s engineers,
who work on domains such as
Artificial Intelligence, machine
learning, Internet of Things
(IoT), big data, metaverse, will
also provide these startups with

N

technical mentorship as well as
guidance in protecting their
intellectual property, wherever
relevant, it added.

Samsung R&D Institute
Bengaluru Managing Director
Dipesh Shah said: "The
Government's Digital India
stack is revolutionary, and has
the potential to transform the
way many sectors work. We wish
to collaborate with startups who
have cutting-edge technologies
in this space, which, when inte-
grated with the Samsung ecosys-
tem, can transform the lives of
people, our consumers.”

Power deficit
declines to
0.1% in
October from
2% in April
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Power deficit or gap between
electricity required and sup-
plied has fallen from two per
cent in April this year to 0.1 per
cent, Parliament was informed
on Thursday.

"The gap between energy
requirement and energy sup-
plied has been reduced from two
per cent to 0.1 per cent between
the month of April, 2022 and
Qctober, 2022," Power Minister
R K Singh stated in a written
reply to Lok Sabha.

The data showed that the
deficit was 2,752 million units
(units) in April this year which
came down to 124 MU in
October, 2022.

The power deficit was 609
MU (0.4 per cent) in May, 796
MU (0.6 per cent) in June, 434
MU (0.3 per cent) in July, 465
MU (04 per cent) in August and
312 MU (0.2 per cent) in
September.

In another reply to the
House, the minister informed
that as on March 31, 2022, the
coal stock position was 25.6
Million Tonnes (MT), or 9 days
of stock, and it increased to 26.1
MT on September 30, 2022 and
further increased to 30.9 MT, or
11 days of stock, as on
November 30, 2022.

The coal stock available at
coal-based thermal power plants
of the country is monitored by
the Central Electricity Authority
(CEA) on a daily basis.

The minister informed that
as on November 30, 2022, there
are 75 plants (56 per cent) out
of 180 plants are having coal
stock of less than 8 days as per
their consumption pattern.

The gap between energy
requirement and energy sup-
plied has been reduced from two
per cent to 0.1 per cent between
April and October, 2022, pri-
marily on account of various
steps taken by the government,
Singh stated.

According to the draft
National Electricity Plan pub-
lished in 2022 by CEA, the pro-
jected new coal capacity addition
requirement during the period
2022-32 is 35,014 MW, which
includes under-construction
coal-based capacity totalling to
25,580 MW, Singh stated in
another reply to the House.

BUSINESS BRIEF

PFC DONATES CRITICAL CARE AMBULANCES

New Delhi: Power Finance Corporation Ltd (PFC), a maharatna
company, has donated four advanced critical care ambulances with
a view to upgrading the public health infrastructure in Nubra Sub-
Divison, Leh District, through Rogi Kalyan Samiti (Nubra) under its
CSR. The flag-off ceremony took place today at LadakhBhawan in
the presence of the Member of Parliament Jamyang Tsering
Namgyal, RS Dhillon, CMD, PFC, Manoj Sharma, Director
(Commercial), PFC, Deputy CEC TseringAngchuk and other senior

officials from UT Ladakh and PFC.

MIN OF SOCIAL JUSTICE DISTRIBUTES SEED GRANT WORTH
16 LAKH TO 75 DIVYANGJAN FOR SELF-EMPLOYMENT

New Delhi: The 6-day Divya
Kala Mela, organised by the
Ministry of Social Justice
and Empowerment on the
Kartavya path of India Gate,
concluded on Wednesday. On §
this occasion, the Union
Minister for Social Justice
and Empowerment, Dr

online business portal

www.nhfdcfondation.org for the disabled and distributed a seed
grant amount of more than 16 lakh to 75 Divyang by IDEA-
SAKSHAM for their self-employment. Along with this, employment
letters from various companies were also been provided to a dozen

Divyangs.

Inclusion of iron and steel products
in RoDTEP scheme will expand
global presence: Jyotiraditya Scindia

PTI W NEW DELHI

The government's move to
include iron and steel prod-
ucts under the tax refund
scheme — RoDTEP — will
help Indian steel players to
expand global footprint, Union
minister Jyotiraditya Scindia
said on Thursday.

The move follows removal
of export duty on steel products
to nil effective November 19,
2022, the steel minister said
terming it a "progressive deci-
sion".

The government on Wed-
nesday extended export benefits
under the tax refund scheme to
products of iron and steel along
with chemicals, pharmaceuticals
for a specified period with a view
to boost shipments of these
goods, amidst exports growth
recording a contraction of 16.65
per cent in October.

These sectors were left out
in the earlier exercise which was

conducted in August 2021.
Under the Remission of Duties
and Taxes on Exported Products
(RoDTEP) Scheme, benefits will
be given to exports made dur-
ing December 15 this year till
September 30 next year.

"A welcome move following
the removal of export duty on
steel products. This would boost
steel exports, helping our play-
ers expand their footprint in
international markets. Thank
you, @narendramodi Ji,
@nsitharaman ji &
@PiyushGoyal Ji for the pro-
gressive decision!," he said.

Rupee gains 3 paise to close
at 82.44 against US dollar

PTI B MUMBAI

The rupee consolidated in a
narrow range and settled 3
paise higher at 82.44 (provi-
sional) against the US dollar on
Thursday, supported by positive
domestic equities.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local unit
opened at 82.34 and touched an
intra-day high of 82.26 and alow
of 82.47 against the greenback.

It finally settled at 82.44, reg-
istering a rise of 3 paise over its
previous close of 82.47.

"Rupee consolidated in a
narrow range even after the RBI
raised rates by another 35 bps.
It lowered its FY23 GDP forecast
t0 6.8 per cent from 7 per cent,"
said Gaurang Somaiya, Forex &
Bullion Analyst, Motilal Oswal
Financial Services.

"We expect the USD-INR
(Spot) to trade sideways and
quote in the range of 82.20 and
82.80," he added.

Meanwhile, the dollar index,
which gauges the greenback's
strength against a basket of six
currencies, advanced 0.29 per
cent to 105.40.



BRAZIL HOPING T0

DANGE

AP W DOHA

razil head into Friday's

World Cup quarter-final

against Croatia brimming
with confidence after Neymar's
return inspired a performance
laced with swagger and arro-
gance in the last 16.

Their eye-catching 4-1 vic-
tory against South Korea, which
featured goals by Vinicius Junior,
Richarlison and Lucas Paqueta
as well as a Neymar penalty, sent
out an ominous message to
their rivals in Qatar.

The football, for 45 minutes
at least, was free-flowing and full
of joy, the players celebrating
their goals by showing off their
dance moves and even getting
Tite, their 61-year-old coach, to
join in.

So thrilling were the Selecao
at Doha's Stadium 974 that
their performance drew com-
parisons in some quarters with
the very best and most entertain-
ing Brazil sides, from the 1970
team of Pele to the 1982 vintage
led by Socrates.

Yet it was just one game, and
it came after the five-time cham-
pions scored just three goals in
three group matches and also
lost to Cameroon, their first
defeat in the opening round at
a World Cup since 1998.

Brazil will surely settle for a
simple victory without the exhi-
bition football when they take on
2018 runners-up Croatia at
Education City Stadium, mind-
ful of results at recent World
Cups.

Since they won their fifth
title in 2002, Brazil have gone out
each time to European oppo-
nents, including a 7-1 humilia-
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tion at the hands of Germany on
home soil in 2014 and a defeat
by Belgium four years ago in
Russia.

Neymar returned to the
starting line-up for the last 16
after suffering an ankle injury in
the opening 2-0 victory over
Serbia, while the return of
Danilo at left-back was almost
significant.

Tite has lost another full-
back, Alex Telles, for the rest of
the tournament but another,
Alex Sandro, is training again
and hopes to be back.

If that is the case then
Danilo will switch over to right-
back and Eder Militao should
drop out of the side.

Croatia made it to the final
four years ago after being
taken to extra time in three con-
secutive matches and they
required an extra half hour as

PAST CROATIA

well as penalties to get the bet-
ter of Japan in the last 16 on
Monday.

The fear now is that this
game might be a step too far for
Zlatko Dalic's resilient side, who
have much the same spine as
four years ago and are still led by
the 37-year-old Luka Modric.

"I think everyone in the
world knows the value of Luka
Modric. He's our leader, our best
player, and we're proud to have
him on the field," said Mateo
Kovacic.

"We are accustomed to very
tough physical games in the
Premier League and that's some-
thing that we want to show
against Brazil," the Chelsea play-
er added.

"We want to show our tech-
nical quality too but we want to
show our physical quality in
every duel and in possession.”

§ [ite defends Brazil World
4 "' Cup goal celebrations

AP B DOHA

razil coach Tite has hit

back at criticism of his
players' dancing goal celebra-
tions in their World Cup win
over South Korea, dismissing
suggestions they showed a lack
of respect.

The tournament favourites
produced some carnival foot-
ball as they crushed the
Koreans 4-1 on Monday and
celebrated their goals with
choreographed moves, while
even Tite himself joined in at
one point.

The celebrations divided
opinion outside Brazil and the
dancing by Neymar and his
teammates has been one of the
main talking points going into
Friday's quarter-final clash with
Croatia in Doha.

"This is not my national
team. It is the Brazilian nation-
al team for which I have
responsibility as coach," Tite
said when asked about the cel-
ebrations at a press conference
on Thursday.

"I am sorry for people who

don't know the history and cul-
ture of Brazil and our way of
being."

The 61-year-old, who is at
his second World Cup as Brazil
coach and is set to step down
at the end of the tournament,
hinted that he was not comfort-
able joining in the dancing but
admitted he wanted to have a
connection with his players.

While Neymar and full-
back Danilo returned from
ankle injuries to play against
South Korea, Brazil have been
sweating on the fitness of Alex
Sandro for the meeting with
Croatia.

The Juventus left-back has
missed the past two games in
Qatar with a muscle injury.

"It looks unlikely that he
will play because he has not yet
done enough work on the
training ground," Tite admitted,
adding that a decision would be
taken after Thursday's session.

If Alex Sandro cannot play,
Danilo will continue at left-
back, with Real Madrid's Eder
Militao, usually a centre-back,
again filling in on the right.

AP H DOHA

Croatia coach Zlatko Dalic
hailed his country's new
generation of players just for
making it to the World Cup
quarter-finals but skipper Luka
Modric believes they can pull off
a shock result against tourna-
ment favourites Brazil.

The Croatians have fol-
lowed their remarkable run to
the final in Russia in 2018 by
reaching the last eight at this
year's tournament in Qatar after
qualifying from their group
ahead of Belgium and then
ousting Japan on penalties in the
last 16. Only four of the players

who started the defeat in the
final against France four years
ago, including Modric, were in
the line-up at kick-off against
Japan, while the emerging star
of the new team is 20-year-old
centre-back Josko Gvardiol.
"This is a new national
team. We have 18 new players
who were not here four years
ago," Dalic said of his squad on

the eve of the showdown with
Brazil in Doha. "In 2018 we had
a national team that had been
playing together for 10 years.
They were playing in the best
leagues and for the best clubs.

"We need time to mature
but I believe that for us to be
here at this World Cup among
the best eight teams in the
world is tremendous.”

Croatia, a country of just
four million people, has now
made it to at least the quarter-
finals three times in six appear-
ances at the World Cup.

However, beating Brazil
may be a step too far for a team
led by a 37-year-old Modric and

Croatia coach hails new generation

who were taken to the draining
experience of extra time and
then penalties by Japan.

"Tagree that we did a great
thing by getting to the quarter-
finals but regardless of that we
would like to do more," said
Modric, who will come up
against his Real Madrid team-
mates Vinicius Junior, Rodrygo
and Eder Militao in the match
at Education City Stadium.

"We know that the greatest
match is ahead of us. Brazil are
always favourites. We have to be
ourselves.

"I believe that big things are
possible but the only prerequi-
site is that we give our best."
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Dutch hoping to ‘change’
memories of 2014 heartbreak

AP B DOHA

The Netherlands will be bid-
ding to "change" the mem-
ories from their semi-final loss
on penalties in 2014 when they
face Argentina again at the
World Cup on Friday, said for-
ward Memphis Depay.

One of the tournament's
most storied rivalries will add
another chapter in the quarter-
final clash at Lusail Stadium,
eight years after Louis van Gaal's
side were a shootout away from
reaching the final in Brazil.

Depay was a unused substi-
tute that day, but is expected to
start this time around.

"In 2014 1 was there and
things ended slightly different-
ly (to how we wanted) but I'd
like to change that now," the
Barcelona forward told a pre-
match press conference.

A semi-final place against
Brazil or Croatia is up for grabs
and Van Gaal, back in charge for
a third spell, knows his team will
need to step up.

"The tournament is actual-
ly starting tomorrow for real for
us, although of course I don't
want to downplay the impor-
tance of other countries we
were able to beat," he said.

"But Argentina and Brazil,
who we will possibly play in the
next round, are quite different to
the teams we beat in the group
stage and last 16."

The last time the two teams
met in a World Cup quarter-
final in 1998, the Netherlands
won thanks to a memorable late
winning goal by Dennis
Bergkamp.

AP W DOHA

England forward Raheem Sterling is to return
to the World Cup in Qatar on Friday after
spending time in England following a robbery at
his home, England's Football Association said on

Thursday.

"Raheem Sterling will return to England's
World Cup base in Qatar. The Chelsea forward
temporarily left to attend to a family matter but
is now expected to rejoin the squad in Al
Wakrah on Friday ahead of the quarter-final with
France," the FA said in a statement.

Sterling did not feature in England's squad for

Sterling to return to Qatar

the 3-0 win against Senegal with Phil Foden and
Bukayo Saka playing either side of striker Harry

Kane.

It would be a surprise should Sterling be
picked to start against France although his return
does increase manager Gareth Southgate's options
from the bench.

British media reports had said that Sterling's
home was broken into by armed intruders while
his family were in the property on Saturday night.

However, Surrey Police later said that no-one
was at home at the time of the burglary and no
threats of violence were involved.

The police said the house's occupants were

away on an 'international trip' and discovered on
their return that a number of items of jewellery,

including watches, had been stolen.
Southgate had been supportive of Sterling's
decision to leave the camp and return to England.
"At the moment clearly the priority is for him

to be with his family. We're going to support that

he had said.

and leave him to have as much time as he needs,"

Sterling has been a key player for England dur-
ing Southgate's six years in charge.

The 28-year-old has 20 goals in 81 caps for
his country, including one at the 2022 World Cup
in a 6-2 victory over Iran.

"It was an amazing moment
for the country and what a
goal," said Depay.

"The game will be decided
on moments in the game. So if
we believe we can catch a
moment we can go through."

Seven-time Ballon d'Or
winner Lionel Messi is hoping to
finally end his wait for a World
Cup title with Argentina, after
losing the final to Germany in
extra time eight years ago.

The Paris Saint-Germain
star has dazzled in Qatar and the
Dutch will have to nullify his
affect on the game.

"We're not going to reveal
our tactics to you (about stop-
ping Messi). It would be pretty
stupid to reveal your own tac-
tics," Van Gaal told reporters.

"But it's not difficult to
come up with an answer, you
want to block and close the pass-
ing lines."

The 71-year-old Van Gaal
returned to coaching after a five-
year absence in 2021 to lead the
Netherlands at the World Cup.

He will stand down after the
tournament, but would not rule
out taking another job.

"If I'm presented with a
wonderful opportunity, say a
country with a great challenge,
it could well be that I continue
to work as a coach for a bit.

"I'm 71, of course I look
marvellous, I look young."

Novice Scaloni looks to
outwit master Van Gaal

AP B DOHA

Argentina's Lionel Scaloni is
the youngest coach at this
World Cup, but the 44-year-old
intends to prove his relative
inexperience is no obstacle
against Louis van Gaal and the
Netherlands in Friday's quar-
ter-final.

Having witnessed first-
hand Argentina's World Cup
campaign unravel in 2018 as
the assistant to Jorge Sampaoli,
Scaloni was not an obvious
choice to take over the top job
in the wake of a last-16 exit.

Without any previous
senior head coach experience,
Scaloni was initially appointed
on an interim basis as the
Argentine federation searched
for Sampaoli's successor, but he
eventually earned a permanent
deal — recently extended to
2026.

He brushed off the disap-
proval from those who felt he
lacked the qualifications to
lead the two-time world cham-
pions, but Scaloni also had to
win over the trust of the play-

ers. Scaloni did just that by
helping end Argentina's 28-
year trophy drought with vic-
tory at the 2021 Copa America
after a 1-0 win over hosts
Brazil in the final.

He succeeded where the
likes of Daniel Passarella,
Marcelo Bielsa, Alejandro
Sabella and Gerardo Martino
did not, without also forgetting
Diego Maradona's colourful,
but unfruitful two-year spell in
charge.

Awaiting Scaloni and
Argentina next are a Dutch
side led by a coach he already
idolised when he was still a
player.

"l was at Deportivo La
Coruna when he was Barce-
lona coach and he was already
an leading figure, I'm proud to
take him on, everyone knows
what he's done for football,"
said Scaloni of the 71-year-old
Van Gaal, the oldest coach at
this tournament.

Scaloni was actually part of
the Deportivo side that pipped
Van Gaal's Barcelona to the
Spanish league title in 2000.

PORTUGAL DENY RONALDO REPORTED

AP H DOHA

The Portuguese Football
Federation (FPF) on
Thursday denied Cristiano
Ronaldo threatened to aban-
don the World Cup squad
after being benched against
Switzerland.

The 37-year-old striker
was surprisingly dropped for
the last 16 clash on Tuesday,
with his replacement Goncalo
Ramos netting a hat-trick in
the 6-1 victory.

Ronaldo appeared from
the bench, but a report from
Portuguese publication Record
said the striker had previous-
ly threatened to leave in a tense
conversation with coach
Fernando Santos.

"The FPF clarifies that at
no time did the captain of the
Selecao, Cristiano Ronaldo,
threaten to leave the national

CUP WALKOUT THREAT
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team during the stay in Qatar,"
said the federation.

"Every day Ronaldo is
building up a unique track
record at the service of the
national team and the country,
which must be respected."

The FPF said Ronaldo's
appearance against Switzerland
was a further demonstration of
his commitment to the cause.

Ronaldo is the most-
capped Portuguese player and
the top men's international
goalscorer of all time.

Portugal face Morocco on
Saturday in the quarter-finals,
where Ramos may again get
the nod over Ronaldo.

The five-time Ballon d'Or
winner did not train with the
other substitutes on Wednes-
day after the game, instead tak-
ing part in a gym session
alongside the starters against
Switzerland.

Spain sack Luis Enrique after WC exat

AP H DOHA

Luis Enrique was replaced by Luis de
la Fuente as Spain's coach on
Thursday, two days after the national
team was eliminated in the round of 16
at the World Cup.

Spain lost to Morocco 3-0 in a
penalty shootout after a scoreless draw
in regular and extra time.

The Spanish football federation
thanked Luis Enrique, but said it was
time to "start a new project" to keep the
growth achieved by the coach in recent
years. It said the change was made after
a recommendation by its sporting
officials.

The 61-year-old De la Fuente, a for-
mer left back with Sevilla and Athletic
Bilbao, helped Spain's under-19 squad
win the European Championship in
2015, and the under-21 team win

Euro 2019. He also coached Spain's
squad, which won a silver medal at the
Tokyo Olympic Games.

De la Fuente had coached the
senior national team once, when youth
players were used in a friendly against
Lithuania because the main squad
had to go into isolation because of the
coronavirus.

Other candidates who had been
considered besides De la Fuente, who
was Spain's under-21 coach, included
former Belgium manager Roberto
Martinez and former Athletic Bilbao
coach Marcelino Garcia Toral.

Luis Enrique took over the nation-
al team in 2018 to start revamping the
squad after its elimination in the round
of 16 of the World Cup in Russia. He
temporarily left because of the illness
and eventual death of his young daugh-
ter, but returned in 2019.

He helped Spain reach the last four
of the Nations League twice, including
this season and last year, when it lost
the final to France.

He also led Spain to the semifinals
of the European Championship last
year, losing to Italy in a penalty
shootout.

Luis Enrique's contract ended after
the World Cup. The former Barcelona
player and coach had said moments
after the loss to Morocco that he
would take some time to rest before
starting talks with the federation about
his future. He said he would have liked
to stay with the national team "forev-
er," but knew that it might not be pos-
sible.

De la Fuente is expected to make
his debut with the senior team when
Spain resumes playing in qualifying for
Euro 2024 in March next year.

Flick to remain Germany coach

AP M BERLIN

Germany coach Hansi Flick
will keep his job and lead
the team at Euro 2024 despite
their crushing World Cup dis-
appointment, the German
Football Association (DFB) said
on Wednesday.

"We have full confidence in
Hansi Flick that he will master
this challenge together with his
team," Bernd Neuendorf, pres-
ident of the DFB, said in a state-
ment after a crisis meeting with
Flick.

The move means Flick, 57,
will get the chance to seek re-
demption at the Euros on home
soil in Germany.

"My coaching team and I are
optimistic about the European
Championship in our own

country," Flick said.

"We as a team can achieve
much more than we showed in
Qatar. We missed a great oppor-
tunity there,” he added.

"We will learn our lessons
from this."

Flick took over as Germany
coach from former mentor
Joachim Loew after the Euro-
pean Championship in 2021.

He had previously served as
deputy to Loew in Germany's
2014 World Cup triumph as well
as leading Bayern Munich to a
treble in 2020.

He made a flying start to the
job with eight wins, leaving
Germany confident heading
into the tournament in Qatar.

However, the four-time
World Cup winners crashed
out in the group stages after los-
ing to Japan in their opening
game.

Flick had said on the night
that he wanted to remain in the
job and see out his contract.
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PTI @ NAVI MUMBAI

he build-up to the series
I has been far from ideal
but the Indian women's
cricket team will be keen to
give a tough time to the all-
conquering Australia in the
five-match T20 rubber begin-
ning here at Dr DY Patil
sports academy in Navi
Mumbai on Friday.

With two months go for
the T20 World Cup in South
Africa, the Harmanpreet
Kaur-led side should also
exactly know where they stand
following the five games.

Head coach Ramesh
Powar was suddenly sacked
three days before the series
opener.

Former India batter
Hrishikesh Kanitkar is now in
charge of the support staff as
the designated batting coach.

India managed to win the
Asia Cup in October though
they were guilty of experi-
menting a tad too much which
cost them a league game
against Pakistan.

In the recent past, India
have managed to compete
against the mighty Australia
but failed to get over the line.
One such case was their last
meeting in the Common-
wealth Games final in August
when India threw it away
after a blinder from Harman-
preet in the run chase.

The batting has a settled
look with star batter Smriti
Mandhana expected to score

the bulk of the runs.

Her opening partner
Shafali Verma, who will lead
in the U-19 World Cup next
month, will be put under
pressure by the Australian
pacers considering her weak-
ness against the short ball.

Jemimah Rodrigues has
shown good form ever since
returning to the national side.
While skipper Harmanpreet
too has regained consistency.
Harleen Deol and Yastika
Bhatia have made a comeback
after their prolific run in the
Challenger Trophy.

Leg-spin bowling all-
rounder Devika Vaidya has
made a return to the T20 side
after eight years.

Her presence lends variety
to the spin attack full of left-
armers and offies.

Renuka Thakur has been

INDIA FAGE SOUTHERN
STARS IN 13T T20I

the standout pacer for the
team over the past six months
and she would be hoping for
support from uncapped left-
arm seamer Anjali Sarvani.

Australia, who will be led
by Alyssa Healy in Meg
Lanning's absence, too have
fresh faces in the line-up.
Expectations are high from
19-year-old batter Phoebe
Litchfield who is expected to
fill the retired Rachael Haynes'
shoes.

The southpaw had spent a
lot of time with Mandhana
during the WBBL last year.

Ex-Ireland pacer Kim
Garth and Heather Graham
are also expected to make
their Australia debut.

Lanning is not part of the
touring party as she has taken
an indefinite break from the
game.

Don't have an ego when it comes to leadership: Healy

PTI ® NAVI MUMBAI

Australia's stand-in skipper
Alyssa Healy is excited to
lead the team in a five-match
T20I series in India, a country
which has a special place for her
as she scored her maiden inter-
national century here four years
ago.

The wicketkeeper, who also
opens the batting, notched her
first international hundred dur-
ing Australia's 2018 tour of
India, when she scored a 115-

ball 133 in a 97-run win in the
third ODI in Vadodara.

"It's a great place to travel.
For me personally, it's nice to be
back here. The place holds
nice memories; the maiden
hundred will last a lifetime,"
Healy said on the eve of their
five-match T20I series opener
here.

For both the teams, the
series will start the countdown
to the T20 World Cup in South
Africa in February next year.

In their last meeting,

Australia defeated India en
route to the Commonwealth
Games gold medal in
Birmingham.

"I'm really excited to play
against a quality side. It's great
to be back, it's been a long time
we have been here. It's exciting
to me as the captain,” said
Healy who has taken over the
reins after regular skipper Meg
Lanning took an indefinite per-
sonal break.

"We are obviously aware of
the danger of power they

(India) possess, so it's great for
cricket as well. We know we are
in for a battle."

Captaincy is an added
responsibility but she's relishing
every bit of it.

"It's an added challenge,
opening, wicket-keeping and
captaining. But I love high
pressure situations, it's about
managing workloads. I'm for-
tunate to have good leaders,
whom I can lean on. I don't
have any ego when it comes to
leadership."

India A tail wags against Bangladesh A in second unofficial Test

PTI W SYLHET

India A put themselves in a
commanding position by
posting a mammoth first-
innings total of 562 and then
reducing Bangladesh A to 49 for
two at stumps on the third day
of the second unofficial Test
match here on Thursday.

Still ahead by 261 runs, the
visitors will look for an innings
victory on the final day. At the
close of the penultimate day's
play, Shadman Islam was batting
on 22, while Mominul Haque
was on 4. Zakir Hasan, who got
amaiden call-up in the upcom-
ing first Test against India, was
out for 12, while Mahmudul
Hasan Joy was dismissed for 10.
Saurabh Kumar (1/10) and

Umesh Yadav (1/16) were the
wicket takers for India A.
Earlier, resuming their first
innings at 324 for five, skipper
Abhimanyu Easwaran (157)
added 13 runs to his overnight
score while Jayant Yadav made
83. Saurabh smashed a 39-ball
55 and Navdeep Saini scored an
unbeaten 50 off 68 deliveries as
India A tailenders gave a good
account of themselves to propel
the side to 562 for nine before
declaring. Jayant decorated his
150-ball stay with 10 boundaries
while Saurabh hit seven fours
and two hits over the fence dur-
ing his entertaining knock.
Saini struck five fours and
two sixes during his half-centu-
ry. Right-arm pacer Mushfiq
Hasan (3/129) and left-arm

spinner Hasan Murad (3/145)
picked up three wickets apiece
for Bangladesh A.

Pacer Sumon Khan (2/119)

also chipped in with a couple of
wickets. Bangladesh A will have
to bat out of their skin to save the
match as India A have a full day's
play to dislodge the remaining
eight wickets.
Brief scores: Bangladesh A 1st
Innings 252, 49 for 2 in 30 overs
(Shadman Islam 22 not out;
Saurabh Kumar 1/10) vs India
A 1st Innings 562/9 declared in
147.1 overs (Abhimanyu
Easwaran 157, Jayant Yadav 83,
Saurabh Kumar 55, Kona Bharat
77, Cheteshwar Pujara 52,
Navdeep Saini 50 not out;
Musfik Hasan 3/129, Hasan
Murad 3/145).

Labuschggne; Head

: B

centuries lift 0z to 330-3

AP B ADELAIDE

Marnus Labuschagne and
Travis Head posted un-
beaten centuries in a 199-run
stand to lead Australia to 330-3
against West Indies at stumps on
day one Thursday of the second
cricket Test. Labuschagne scored
his third century in as many inn-
ings against West Indies and was
120 not out at Adelaide Oval.

Head was 114 not out after
making his first test century on
his home ground in the day-
night match.

Both teams made injury-
enforced changes following
Australia's 164-run win in the
series-opener in Perth last week-
end. Marquino Mindley, one of
three changes for the depleted
West Indies, left the field with a
hamstring strain after bowling
just two overs on debut.

The Australians got on top
early after stand-in captain Steve
Smith won the toss and opted to
bat first. Usman Khawaja shared
a 34-run opening stand with
David Warner (21) and 95 with
Labuschagne for the second
wicket before his dismissal for 62
triggered the only slight wobble
in Australia's innings.

Part-time seamer Devon
Thomas was the unlikely bowler
to break the second-wicket

stand, trapping Khawaja lbw
from around the wicket on the
first ball of the 42nd over.

Khawaja was given out and
immediately reviewed the deci-
sion, but the third umpire con-
firmed the dismissal and
Australia was 129-2.

In the next over, former
skipper Jason Holder took a
return catch off his own bowl-
ing to dismiss Smith for a duck
as Australia lost two wickets for
two runs in 11 deliveries.

But Labuschagne and Head
counter-attacked in quick time,
restoring Australia's dominance.

Labuschagne cut Thomas to
the point boundary to raise his
10th century in his 30th test, and
third in succession in this series
following his 204 and 104 not
out in Perth.

Head was next, reaching
triple figures for the fifth time in
a test with a driven boundary
through mid-off, continuing his
dominance through the off-
side. His century came off 125
deliveries and contained 10
boundaries.

West Indies skipper Kraigg
Brathwaite cycled through seven
bowlers in pursuit of a wicket on
a pitch that favored the bat, with
only Joseph (1-81), Holder (1-
42) and Thomas (1-43) getting
any rewards.

INDIA-OZ TEST SERIES TO
BEGIN AT NAGPUR FROM FEB 9

PTI M NEW DELHI

Nagpur, Delhi, Dharamsala
and Ahmedabad have been
chosen as the venues for the
much awaited four-Test series
between India and Australia
from February 9 to March 13.

The BCCI on Thursday
announced the schedule for the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy as well
as the limited overs home series
against Sri Lanka and New
Zealand in January-February.

The Test series will be part
of the World Test Championship
cycle.

"This will also be the last
edition of the Border-Gavaskar
Trophy which will be a 4-match
Test series feature,” said the
BCCI in a statement with the
two teams battling out in a
five-match series thereafter.

The VCA Stadium in
Jamtha will host the opening
Test from February 9-13 before
the caravan moves to Delhi for
the second Test from February
17-21. There is a week's gap
between the second and third
Test which takes place in
Dharamsala from March 1-5.

The final game of the series
will be played at the Narendra
Modi Stadium in Ahmedabad
from March 9-13.

The two teams will also play
a three-match ODI series with
the games being played at
Mumbai, Vizag and Chennai on
March 17, 19 and 22 respective-
ly. January will see India host Sri
Lanka and New Zealand for lim-
ited overs series comprising
three ODIs and three T20s each.

Sri Lanka will be the first
team to visit with the T20Is
scheduled in Mumbai, Pune
and Rajkot on January 3, 5
and 7. The subsequent ODIs will
be played in Guwahati, Kolkata
and Trivandrum on January 10,
12 and 15.

After a two-day gap, the
hosts take on New Zealand in a
three-match ODI series with the
games to be played at
Hyderabad, Raipur and Indore
on January 18, 21 and 24.

The following T201Is will be
played in Ranchi, Lucknow and
Ahmedabad on January 27, 29
and February 1.

T20Is versus Sri Lanka: 1st T20I
(Jan 3, Mumbai); 2nd T20I (Jan
5, Pune); 3rd T20I (Jan 7,
Rajkot); ODIs vs Sri Lanka: 1st
ODI (Jan 10, Guwahati); 2nd
ODI (Jan 12, Kolkata); 3rd ODI
(Jan 15; Trivandrum).

ODIs versus New Zealand: 1st
ODI (Jan 18, Hyderabad); 2nd
ODI (Jan 21, Raipur); 3rd ODI
(Jan 24, Indore); T20Is versus
NZ: 1st T20I (Jan 27, Ranchi);
2nd T20I (Jan 29, Lucknow); 3rd
T20I (Feb 1; Ahmedabad).
Tests versus Australia: 1st Test
(Feb 9-13; Nagpur); 2nd Test
(Feb 17-21; Delhi); 3rd Test
(Mar 1-5; Dharamsala); 4th Test
(Mar 9-13; Ahmedabad); ODIs
vs Australia: 1st ODI (Mar 17;
Mumbai); 2nd ODI (Mar 19;
Vizag); 3rd ODI (Mar 22;
Chennai).

Prannoy loses to Lu in BWF World
Tour Finals, out of semifinal race

PTI M BANGKOK

India's HS Prannoy went down
fighting in three games to
China's Lu Guang Zu in his sec-
ond Group A match to bow out
of the semifinal race at the
BWF World Tour Finals here on
Thursday. The 30-year-old from
Kerala, who had lost to the same
opponent in his only meeting at
the French Open this year, put
up a brave effort but couldn't go
the distance, losing 21-23, 21-17,
19-21 in a gruelling 84-minute

contest. It was his second loss in
Group A following the opening
match defeat to Japan's Kodai

Naraoka. The world No. 12
Indian will face world number
one and Olympic champion
Viktor Axelsen in his final
Group A match on Friday.

Axelsen topped the group
after beating Naraoka 21-5, 21-
15 in a lop-sided contest. The
Dane had also defeated Lu in
straight games on Wednesday.
With the top two players in the
group making it to the knock-
out stage, it will be either
Naraoka or Lu joining Axelsen
in the semifinals.
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PTI B NEW DELHI

Former coach Madan Lal on
Thursday lashed out at
India following their ODI
series loss in Bangladesh, say-
ing the team lacked "intensi-
ty and passion” and was head-
ing in the wrong direction.

India lost to Bangladesh
by five runs in the second ODI
in Mirpur on Wednesday to
concede the series 0-2 after
having suffered a one-wicket
defeat in the first ODI.

"Definitely the Indian
team is not going in the right
direction. I have not seen the
intensity in the team off late.
I have not seen 'Josh' in them
in the last couple of years," Lal
said.

"They are not looking like
an Indian team at all. That
passion of playing for the
country is missing. Either
their bodies are too tired or
they are just going through the
motions. And this is a serious
concern.”

Deepak Chahar, who has
been bothered by injuries this
year, couldn't complete his
quota of overs during the sec-
ond ODLI. The Indian players
are dealing with fitness issues
with star pacer Jasprit Bumrah
and all-rounder Ravindra
Jadeja too out of the team
owing to injuries.

Highlighting fitness issue
of players, skipper Rohit
Sharma on Wednesday said
that India "can't have guys
coming in to play for the
country half-fit."

Referring to Rohit's obser-
vation, Lal, who is a member of
the 1983 World Cup winning
team, said: "It is a very sad thing.
If the captain is saying this then
something is wrong some-
where."

"Who is responsible for this?
Are trainers responsible for this?
Why are unfit players going? You
are playing international crick-
et and the result is in front of

ou.
"If they want to take rest
they can take rest during IPL
matches. Your country comes
first. If you are not going to win
ICC trophies, your nation's
cricket is going to go down."

Lal put the blame on top-
order batters for India's not-so-
impressive performance in
recent times.

"If you see the record, how
many centuries they (seniors)
have scored in the last three
years? And how many in the last

No 1intensity or passion in
this Indian team: Madan Lal
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one year? With age factor, your
hand-eye coordination slows
down.

"But they are experienced
players and they should have
performed. If your top order
does not perform you are not
going to win."

The 71-year-old former all-
rounder also pulled up the
bowlers for their lack of inten-
sity. "Your bowling unit has
become very weak suddenly. It
looks like they are not going to
get any wickets. After 69 for 6,
Bangladesh managed to score
271. So what is all this going on?"

Asked if there was a need to
have different players for differ-
ent formats, Lal said: "Every
country is playing like that.
Must have specialised crick-
eters for different formats. Why
not have different players for dif-
ferent formats? All countries are
doing it and India should also do
the same."

EAST COAST RAILWAY

Tender No. ELOP-T-14-2022

L= RN TS MAINTENANCE OF

CREW LOBBY & RUNNING ROOM AT
PARADEEP INCLUDING PROVISION OF
SUBSIDIZED MEALS THROUGH OUTSIDE
AGENCYFORAPERIOD OF 02YEARS.
LtV BT TR TR GO 2 44,10,435.38, EMD
(¥):2,72,100/-, Tender Document Cost (T)
:11,800/-, Period of Completion : 730 Days.
Start Ds: : 13.12.2022,
Tender Closing Date and Time :

At1730 Hrs. of 27.12.2022.

Manual offers are not allowed against this

tender, and any such manual offer

received shall be ignored.

Complete details and Tender documents will be

available atwebsite hitps:/www.ireps.gowv.in
Sr. Divisional Electrical Engi (OP)/
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bidding.

OIPR: 34040/11/0013/2223

Government of Odisha Emalldsepwgdai@gmsil.com

Procurement Notice

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,
RAYAGADA(REB) DIVISION NO -1

Bid Identification No: RC (RANDB) RGD 10/ 2022-23 (Online tender)

File No .E-II-C8- 28/2022
1.No. of the works:- 04(Four) only Building Works
2. Estimated Cost: - Rs.42,76,734.09/-, Rs.60,66,085/-, Rs.20,59,141/- & Rs.20,51,862/-
Cost of document:- Rs.6,000/- and Rs. 10,000/-
Bid Security (EMD- declaration.): Bid Security Declaration.
Class of Contractor - 'B\ 'C'&'B’
The Bid documents will be available in the website www.tendersodisha.gov.in

from11.00 Hrs. of dated 14.12.2022 to 17.00 Hrs. of dated 27.12.2022 for online

Dated: 28.11.2022

7. Last date/Time for receipt of bids in the portal: - Uptol 7.00Hrs.of Dated 27.12.2022

8. Bids received "on-line™ shall be opened at 11.00 Hours on dated 28.12.2022 in the
office of the Superintending Engineer, Rayagada (R&B) Division No-l.

9. Further details can be seen from the e-Procurement portal:
"www.tendersodisha.gov.in". Any Addendum/Corrigendum/Cancellation of tender
can also be seen in the said website only.

Sd/- Executive Engineer
Rayagada (R&B) Division No-l

@

JJ-31

r@'l’\\ GOVERNMENT OF 0DIsHA OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, P.H. DIVISION,
qg«'::' BALASORE phone: 9437086137, e-mail-eephbls@gmail.com
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH e-Pr t (Online Mode)
Cc-1828 Bid-Identification No.EEPHBLS-43 of 2022-23 4.02.12.2022
The Executive Engineer, P.H. Division, Balasore on behalf of Governor of Odisha, invites ltem Rate bids in Double cover system in
ONLINE mode only.
SLN Name of the Work Bid-Identificatio | Value of Period of | Availability of bid documents | Lastdateand | Datef
o. nMNo. Work (Rs, | Completion |for online bidding time of seeking | Time of
In opening
Lakh} From To clarification of
technical
bid
1 Supply of 151 Marked HEPHBLS43  [86.34 80 (Sixty) 11:00 Hrs. of 17:00 Hrs. of 17:00 Hrs. Of 11:00 Hrs. |
DI(K-7) Pipes for the work | 9t0212:2022 Days de09.12202 | de26.12202 19122022 |Of27.12.2022
Source Improvement
& Augmentation of
Water Supply to
Ward
no.01,03,05,06,07,0
9,12,13,14,15,18,21 &
23 in Basudevpur
Municipall
The bidders shall have to participate in ONLINE bidding only. Further details can ba seen from the website: http: ov.in.
ddendumicorrigendumi liation of tender can also be seen in the sald website. The authority reserves the right to reject any or all bids without
raason thereof.
Name and Address of the officer inviting bid :- The E: ive Engi PP.H. Divisi
Bal 56056, Odisha, Phone : 9437086137
Sd/-Executive Engirteer, P.H.
OIPR: 13053/11/0015/2223 Division, Balasore.
GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA

COMMERCE & TRANSPORT (TRANSPORT) DEPARTMENT
SHORT NOTICE INVITING TENDER

“CHARTER SERVICES BETWEEN BHUBANESWAR & ROURKELA FOR TEAMS & OFFICIALS
OF FIH ODISHA HOCKEY MEN'S WORLD CUP 2023"

their offer,

OIPR: 38001/11/0016/2223

Sd/-

Government of Odisha, Commerce & Transport (Transport) Department
desires to hire twin engine turbo prop ATR-72 Aircraft(s) complying to all safety
norms as prescribed by the DGCA from time to time. The charter service will be
required for movement of teams & officials of FIH Odisha Hockey Men’s World
Cup 2023 between Bhubaneswar & Rourkela from 07.01.2023 till 29.01.2023.

Eligible and interested scheduled Airline operators may download the Short
Notice Inviting Tender (SNIT) document which contains the details of the
requirement from the following website of Government of Odisha and submit

https://tendersodisha.gov.in/nicgep/app & https://ct.odisha.gov.in/tenders.
Proposals complete in all respect should reach the undersigned latest by
05:00 PM on 15.12.2022. Bids received after the above deadline shall be
summarily rejected. The authority reserves the right to reject any or all the
proposals without assigning any reason thereof.

Additional Secretary to Govt. & Director of Aviation,
Commerce & Transport (Transport) Department Government of Odisha




