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Riding on a pro-incumben-
cy vote despite helming

the State for 27 long years, the
BJP delivered its “best-ever”
performance on Thursday by
storming back to power in
Gujarat  for the seventh straight
time bagging 156 of the 182
Assembly seats and garnering
52.5 per cent of the votes.

In a stupendous perfor-
mance in the home State of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, the BJP  restricted  its
main challenger, the Congress,
to its worst-ever tally of 17 seats
as the emerging third force, the
AAP, made a major dent into
the latter’s votebank but could
win only 5 seats as against its
tall claims of forming the
Government.

At 27.3 per cent, the vote
share of the Congress, which
had bagged 149 seats in 1985,
is almost half of BJP while the
AAP cornered a decent 12.9
per cent. But even put togeth-
er, their vote share does not
surpass that of the BJP’s,
reflecting the enormity of the
BJP’s landslide win.

The ruling BJP surpassed
its record of 127 seats which
it won under Modi as Chief

Minister  in 2002 and
achieved the 150-seat target
set for 2022 by its chief strate-
gist Amit Shah. Before the
BJP, the Communist Party of
India (Marxist) was the only
party to have won seven
straight Assembly elections
but that it did with a front of
coalition parties.

BJP’s Chief Ministerial
candidate Bhupendra Patel,
who wil l  take oath on
December 12, cornered over
80 per cent of the vote share
in his Ghatlodia constituency
winning the seat by a margin
of about 1.92 lakh votes. Modi
and Shah will participate in
the oath-taking ceremony,
said State BJP chief CR Patil.
Another big winner was BJP’s
Minister of State for Home
Harsh Sanghavi, who won
the Majura seat in Surat by a
margin of over 1.16 lakh
votes. 

The huge victory of the
BJP is electorally significant as
bagging over 50 percentage
votes is rare in State polls.
With the seventh consecutive
and emphatic win in Gujarat,
the BJP could now showcase it
as a curtain raiser to the 2024
Lok Sabha polls which are
barely 16 months away. 
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Against the backdrop of a
landslide win in Assembly

polls in Gujarat, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Thursday said he is overcome
with a lot of emotions on the
“phenomenal election results”
and dedicated win to party
workers.

Apparently taking a swipe
at the dwindling stakes of the
Congress in Gujarat, Modi
said the support for the BJP is
an indicator that the anger
against dynasty rule and cor-

ruption are rising. Debunking
the politics of AAP’s freebies,
the PM asserted, “Country
understands the harms of
shortcut politics, if a country
is prosperous, everyone’s pros-
perity is guaranteed.”

“People blessed politics of
development and at the same
time expressed a desire that
they want this momentum to
continue at a greater pace. I
bow to Gujarat’s Jan Shakti,” he
said in a tweet.

Modi also lauded party
workers in the State, saying
each of them is a champion. 
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Himachal Pradesh voted for
a change as the ballot

boxes were opened on
Thursday with the Congress
romping home comfortably
and demolishing the BJP’s hope
of returning to power once
again in the hill State.

Dev Bhoomi, as Himachal
is called, did not spring any sur-
prise as it has been throwing
incumbent Governments out of
power for the last  four decades
and it continued with this tra-
dition by giving the Congress
40 seats and the BJP 25. 

The Independents won 3 in
the 68-member Assembly.
Apart from other factors, what
helped the Congress was the
complete demolition of the
AAP, which failed to eat into
the Congress vote bank or get
the anti-incumbency votes,
failing to open its account in
the State.

Chief Minister Jairam
Thakur conceded the party’s
defeat later in the afternoon
and submitted his resignation
to the Governor but only after
a see-saw battle that took a
decisive turn towards the
Congress.

The State president of the

victorious Congress, Pratibha
Singh, surrounded by party
workers, supporters, and a
few MLAs, thanked the voters
of the State for trusting the
party. She and her son
Vikramaditya Singh, who won
from Shimla Rural for the
second time, remembered
Virbhadra Singh, the towering
figure of State politics, who
died last year.

Many political analysts in
the State believe that his death
triggered a sympathy factor for
his widow, son, and the party
resulting in the victory, despite
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi campaigning vigorous-
ly in the State and BJP president
JP Nadda having his political
roots here. 
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Though the hill State never
repeats the incumbent

Government, the Congress’
win in Himachal Pradesh has
come as a face saver for the
grand old party whose worst-
ever performance in Gujarat,
remains a major worry.

More so since the AAP is
gradually eating into its vote
bank and occupying its space. 

Coming just a day after its

rout in the MCD polls, the
credit for the Himachal win
goes to the l ikes of
Chhattisgarh CM Bhupesh
Baghel, general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi and State
leadership, including party
chief Pratibha Singh.

With the party’s tallest
leader Rahul Gandhi staying
away from campaigning, busy
as he is in Bharat Jodo Yatra,
the win in Himachal is the
first under the watch of
Priyanka.
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AMITABH SHUKLA n SHIMLA

Voters of Himachal Pradesh
voted for a change as the

ballot boxes were opened on
Thursday with the Congress
romping home comfortably
and demolishing the Bharatiya
Janata Party’s hope of return-
ing to power once again in the
hill state.

Dev Bhoomi, as Himachal
is called, did not spring any
surprises as it has been throw-
ing incumbent governments
out of power for the last almost
four decades and it continued
with this tradition by giving
Congress 40 seats as compared
to BJP’s 25. The Independents
won 3 in the 68-member
Assembly. Apart from other
factors, what helped Congress
was the complete demolition of
the Aam Aadmi Party which
failed to eat into the Congress
vote bank or get the anti-
incumbency votes, failing to
open its account and doing
badly all over the state.

Chief Minister Jairam
Thakur conceded the party’s
defeat later in the afternoon
and submitted his resignation

to the Governor but only after
a see-saw battle that took a
decisive turn towards the
Congress.  State President of
the victorious Congress,
Pratibha Singh, surrounded by
party workers, supporters, and
a few MLAs, thanked the vot-
ers of the state for trusting the
people. She and her son
Vikramaditya Singh, who won
from Shimla Rural for the sec-
ond time in a row, remembered
Virbhadra Singh, the towering
figure of state politics who
died last year.

Many political analysts in
the state believe that his death
triggered a sympathy factor for
his widow, son, and the party
resulting in the victory despite
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
campaigning vigorously in the
state and BJP President JP
Nadda having his political
roots here. In October last
year, after the death of the six-
time chief minister Virbhadra
Singh, bye-elections for 4 seats
(3 Assembly and 1 Lok Sabha)
were held and Congress won
all, indicating which way the
political wind was blowing.

Dissension in the BJP was

evident from the beginning as
a couple of Independents who
won were denied party tickets.
On the other hand, Congress
gave tickets to all its sitting
MLAs—19 and there was no
scope for dissension there. In
the campaigning too, it was a
pleasant surprise to see
Congress united like never
before and fighting with a sin-
gle-minded purpose of victo-
ry. Apart from anti-incum-
bency, the lackluster perfor-
mance of the Jairam Thakur
government in the last five
years was a big drawback of the

party. He was made chief min-
ister as the then chief ministe-
rial candidate Prem Kumar
Dhumal lost his seat in the
2017 polls. Since then, Dhumal
has been cooling his heels in
Hamirpur and despite rebel-
lious supporters, he was not
allowed to contest the polls this
time round on the excuse of
having completed 75 years of
age. Though his son and Union
Minister Anurag Singh Thakur
went all out in the campaign,
Dhumal’s marginalization had
an impact on some of his sup-
porters who either rebelled or

simply looked the other way
round. Though Thakur had a
clean image, he lacked admin-
istrative acumen and found it
hard to fill in the shoes of
Dhumal who had built a sup-
port base for himself in all parts
of the state. 

Moreover, Himachal is a
state where government ser-
vants have the ability to swing
the mood of voters and their
mood too swings from one
election to the other. This time,
the Congress's promise of
bringing back the old pension
scheme helped them rally

around the party and they
played a significant role in the
victory. Though chief minister
Thakur to his credit tried to
woo this section desperately in
the last six months of his
tenure, it was seen merely as a
“cosmetic” instead of substan-
tial outreach. In the apple belt
of the state too, there was
resentment against the gov-
ernment simply because the
import duty of foreign-pro-
duced and imported apples
was not increased and the
hope of the orchardists to
make decent profits was
dashed. In fact, the apple grow-
ers perhaps thought that
despite having a double-engine
government (both Centre and
state), Thakur could not get
one simple concession for
them. Producing Apple is a
huge economy in the state and
there are direct and indirect
beneficiary families and no
government can afford to
ignore their wishes.  No won-
der, Congress did exceedingly
well in the apple belt of the state
winning 7 of the 8 seats.

With a decisive victory,
Congress might not fear poach-

ing now but there could be dif-
ferences on the name of the
new chief minister in the meet-
ing of the legislative party,
Congress is likely to convene a
meeting of its legislative party
either in Chandigarh or Shimla
in a day or two. Chhattisgarh
chief minister Bhupesh Baghel
who played a significant role in
the Himachal campaign and
who, of late, has emerged as a
troubleshooter for the party,
has already reached out to the
victorious MLAs for a consen-
sus on a name. It is understood
that the name of the new chief
minister would be decided as
early as possible to keep any
potential trouble away after a
discussion between the high
command and the newly elect-
ed MLAs. As Congress General
Secretary Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra, campaigned, conducted
road shows and earlier chose
candidates for the election, she
is likely to play an important
role in the decision-making
process. Two names for the top
political post are significant at
this juncture—PCC President,
Mandi MP, and widow of for-
mer CM Virbhadra Singh and
Leader of Opposition and for-
mer journalist and Virbhadra
loyalist Mukesh Agnihotri.
Former state president
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu too
has thrown his hat in the ring,
bringing a sense of urgency to
the top echelons of the
Congress to take a quick deci-
sion.

Congress ousts BJP to form government in
Himachal Pradesh; Race for new CM begins
A united Congress defeats BJP as true to tradition, incumbent government is voted out of power 

Himachal Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur submitted his resignation to the Governor
at Shimla on Thursday.                                                                  Pioneer Photo 

PCC President and contender for chief
ministership Pratibha Singh.

Pb Cong takes on
AAP, CM Mann over
losses in Guj, HP
PNS n CHANDIGARH

Following Aam Aadmi
Party’s resounding defeats

in Himachal Pradesh and
Gujarat assembly elections,
Punjab Congress leaders on
Thursday lashed out at the state
ruling party for ignoring
Punjab while going all out to
hard sell both Delhi and
Punjab models to the voters of
the western state and the hill
state. Congress leaders have
asked the party and Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann to
focus his entire energy and
skills to resolve Punjab’s long
pending issues which have
been ignored over a long peri-
od of time.“Both Arvind
Kejriwal and Mann tried their
level best to hard sell both
Delhi and Punjab models to
the voters of the western state
and to the hill state, however,
they refused to be misled by the
false propaganda unleashed
by the AAP leaders,” said the
Leader of Opposition in
Vidhan Sabha and senior
Punjab Congress leader Partap
Singh Bajwa. “Announcing
freebies and promising com-
plimentary services to the vot-
ers does not always help. AAP
failed to convince people of
both the states that they are
competent. he added.

Biodiversity Park and Lake to be built
on an area of 500 acres in Gurugram

PNS n GURUGRAM /
CHANDIGARH

About 420 acres of
Biodiversity Park will be

developed in 3 villages --
Damdama, Khedla and
Abhaypur of Gurugram district
and Damdama lake will be
restored in about 80 acres as the
project was formally started by
Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar and Union
Minister for State, Rao Inderjit
Singh. 

The project will be jointly
developed by Gurujal, Haryana
CSR Trust and EY Foundation.
In the programme organized in
village Damdama, apart from the
project of reconstruction of
Biodiversity Park and Damdama
Lake, an exhibition was also
organized on the activities being
carried out for water conserva-
tion of Gurujal Society, which
was observed by the Chief
Minister and Union Minister for
State. Villagers of Damdama,
Abhaypur and Khedla villages
also attended the programme
and honoured Chief Minister
and Union Minister for State by
presenting traditional turbans
and saplings. Addressing the
programme, Khattar said that
the government is making efforts
to make this area a centre of
attraction for tourists. He said
that due to biodiversity, it is nec-
essary to worry about the ani-
mals living with us because this
earth and nature are not only for
humans but for animals too.
Calling upon everyone to save
water, the Chief Minister said
that each one of us has to man-
age the utilization of available
water and make good use of it,
otherwise, future generations
will have to face the scarcity of
water. Khattar said that the
underground water level is con-
tinuously depleting and if it
continues to decrease, there will
be a shortage of water in future.
That's why everyone has to be
aware and do their part in sav-
ing and harvesting water. 

This is not a political issue,
but a matter related to life, so

everyone should work jointly to
save water and plant more and
more trees, he added.

"We can use treated water for
agriculture, irrigation etc. Now
double water pipeline is being
laid in the new colonies, in
which clean drinking water will
come in one line and treated
water will be supplied in the
other. Treated water will also be
supplied in industries," added
Khattar.EY Foundation will
spend Rs 70 crore on the devel-
opment of Biodiversity Park and
Lake. "We have formed the
Haryana CSR Trust to motivate
companies to spend their CSR
funds in the right way in social
works. In the last one year, com-
panies have spent Rs 542 crore
for CSR in the state through this
trust," added Khattar.  He said
that in the future, he would call
upon the companies to invest at
least one thousand crore rupees
in the state through CSR. This
money will be spent on the
environment, water conserva-
tion, health and education. The
Chief Minister also appreciated
the work of the Gurujal team for
doing commendable work in the
field of water conservation. The
Chief Minister said that apart
from the development of a
Biodiversity Park and Lake, it is
also proposed to make a jungle
safari in about 10,000 acres in the
Aravalli hills in Gurugram and
Nuh districts. 

This will also promote
tourism and employment oppor-
tunities will be available to the
people.

Pb to prepare a comprehensive
stray cattle management plan
PNS n CHANDIGARH

Taking serious note of the accidents caused by stray cattle in the
state, Punjab Government has decided to prepare a compre-

hensive plan for the preservation and management of stray cattle,
besides setting up a dedicated committee to formulate a uniform
policy for providing adequate compensation to the victims of acci-
dents involving stray animals. Chief Secretary Vijay Kumar Janjua,
presiding over a high-level meeting on Thursday, directed the Local
Government and Rural Development and Panchayats Departments
to identify stray animals roaming freely in their respective areas and
make arrangements for leaving them in gaushalas after holding them
using special vehicles. He asked the officials of the Governance
Reforms Department to create a tracking system equipped with geo-
mapping to find out where the stray cattle are roaming, and a con-
trol room can also be set up, where stray animal carrying vehicles
can be accessed easily for stray animal transportation up till gausha-
las.  "Accidents involving stray animals are a matter of great con-
cern…The concerned departments should work in tandem for pre-
vention of stray animals," said Janjua.

n In future, the companies will be
urged to invest at least one
thousand crore rupees in the state
through CSR. This money will be
spent on the environment, water
conservation, health and education

n Apart from development of a
Biodiversity Park and Lake, it is
proposed to make a jungle safari in
about 10,000 acres in the Aravalli
hills in Gurugram and Nuh districts.
This will also promote tourism and
employment opportunities will be
available to people
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The BJP’s victory in Gujarat
and earlier in Uttarakhand

appears to have vindicated its
strategy of changing Chief
Ministers and resetting the
Cabinet ahead of Assembly
polls to thwart anti-incum-
bency, an exercise not done in
Himachal Pradesh where the
party suffered defeat.

With the strategy working
in its favour, the BJP could be
encouraged to undertake sim-
ilar steps in States, including
Karnataka, where elections are
due next year, to counter fac-
tors that might work against it.

In September last year, the
BJP appointed Bhupendra
Patel, a first-time MLA as
Gujarat Chief Minister to
replace Vijay Rupani barely
over a year before the state elec-
tions.

The party also changed
the entire cabinet to reset the
overall government.

A senior national-level
leader of the BJP said the

results clearly indicated that the
change of Chief Minister in
both Uttarakhand and Gujarat
played a role in neutralising
anti-incumbency. In Gujarat,
the caste of the chief minister
(Patidar) also came in handy.

While the opposition tar-

geted the BJP for removing its
chief ministers, political watch-
ers believe the changes high-
lighted the leadership’s readi-
ness to address feedback from
the ground.

Similarly, in Uttarakhand,
the BJP had changed chief

ministers twice before the
assembly polls, held earlier
this year. However, the party
won in the hill state despite its
new chief ministerial face,
Pushkar Singh Dhami, suffer-
ing defeat.

The senior leader also

questioned why the same exer-
cise was not done in Himachal
Pradesh, where the party stuck
with incumbent Jairam Thakur
despite losing last year’s bypolls.

Another senior BJP leader
said three factors -- delivery on
the ground, keeping the organ-
isation in good humour and the
leader’s popularity -- were
behind these changes of chief
ministers in the last two-three
years.

The recent spate of changes
undertaken at the Centre or in
states ruled by it has marked a
return to more conventional
politics with the standard polit-
ical faultlines of caste identity
pushing to the background the
urge to experiment. 

The BJP has even pre-
ferred those leaders who start-
ed their careers from other
political outfits.

In 2023, assembly elec-
tions are due in BJP-ruled
Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh
and Tripura, where the party
recently changed its chief min-
ister.
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The Bharatiya Janata Party’s
landslide victory in Gujarat

sweeping over the Congress
and the Aam Aadmi Party has
inspired the Trinamool
Congress to once again make
tall claim of a strong
Opposition leadership.

Though the Bengal ruling
party would not mince words
on AAP, its spokesperson
Kunal Ghosh advised the
Congress to go for an intro-
spection and examine  the
causes of its multiple defeats
not only in the western States
but in other parts of the coun-
try as well.

At the same time he said
BJP’s clean sweep signalled
that only TMC and its supre-
mo Mamata Banerjee was

capable of taking head on  the
saffron outfit on national level
the same way she did in the
Assembly elections in Bengal in
2021 .

“There is no point dream-
ing of or claiming the pan-
Indian leadership against the
BJP or the saffron forces … the
Congress’ comprehensive
defeat in Gujarat brings a clear
message from the people … it
is time for the party to go for
self-introspection of why they
are losing every  political
ground in the country … why
they are being reduced to a
nonentity in most of the States,”
Ghosh said adding “under such
demoralising circumstances it
will not be possible for the
Congress to lead the opposition
nationally or coordinate
between them in 
Parliament.”

Promptly interpreting
Congress’  loss as the
Trinamool Congress’ gain
nationally,  Ghosh said that
“the Congress’ poor show in
Gujarat shows that only
Trinamool Congress and

Mamata Banerjee can provide
an effective leadership against
the BJP nationally … the way
she did in the last year’s
Assembly elections in Bengal.”

Ghosh would however not
speak a word on AAP or its
chief Arwind Kejriwal. But
when asked about the other
aspirants who too were trying
to assume national leadership,
he said “no one has the same
strature as Mamata 
Banerjee.”

Meanwhile, in a related
development congratulating
the saffron leadership for its
stupendous victory in Gujarat
BJP’s Bengal president Sukanta
Majumdar said that the BJP’s
conquest of India would never
be complete till it humbled
Bengal.

“No amount of victory in
other parts of the country will
satisfy the BJP leadership …
our national leaders have
already made it clear that until
we win Bengal the BJP’s con-
quest of India will remain
unrealised,” Majumdar 
said.
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Bengal Opposition leader
Suvendu Adhikari has once

again dropped his ‘December
bombshell’ saying three days of
this month would be crucial in
the State politics.

“Wait and see what hap-
pens on December 12, 14 and
21 … I won’t say anything now,”
Adhikari told the media men
on Wednesday.

“When asked to comment
on his December deadline he
reiterated, “I had told you
about December … just keep
an eye on three days December
12, 14 and 21 … I won’t say
anything more for now … just
wait and watch,” he said.

The State Opposition
Leader and even the State BJP
president had on several occa-
sions said that the TMC
Government would not last
beyond this year. “Come
December and you will see

what  happens … there will be
a big dhamaka (explosion) in
the month of December
beyond which the TMC
Government will not last,”
Adhikari had told a couple of
months ago.

Echoing his views
Majumdar too had said that the
TMC had lost its right to rule
Bengal and it would fall by the
months of December.

The two leaders’ statements
were partially corroborated by
film star and BJP national
leader Mithun Chakrabarty
who on several occasions said
how tens of TMC MPs and
MLAs were in constant touch
with him.

“I can tell you for now that
at least 37 MLAs and other
leaders are in touch with me
personally … I won’t  jeopar-
dise their safety by revealing
their name now … things will
be revealed when time
comes,”he said.
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With Opposition victories
in Himachal Pradesh,

different bypolls and the MCD,
the Opposition sought to take
a leaf out of it to ensure a unit-
ed front to stop the BJP jug-
gernaut in the 2024 Lok Sabha
polls.

The CPIM said the results
of Himachal Pradesh Assembly
election and the Delhi civic
polls “exposed the BJP’s vul-
nerability” and brought to the
fore the “limits of the much-
touted Narendra Modi factor”.

While the Congress sug-
gested a generic view of ‘self
introspection, change of strat-
egy and hard work for its dis-
mal performances in Gujarat
and the MCD polls, it was elat-
ed on registering a massive win
in Himachal Pradesh.
Promising to meet all expecta-
tions of the people of
Himachal, former Congress
chief Rahul Gandhi said the
party humbly accepts the man-
date of the people and will con-
tinue to fight for their rights as
well as the ideals of the coun-
try.

Terming the victory of his
party as the win of political rap-
prochement and a reply to

those who have been indulging
in negativity, SP president and
former UP CM Akhilesh Yadav
said the result has given new
energy and is a message for
2024, when the next Lok Sabha
elections are due.

Yadav congratulated
Madan Bhaiya of the RLD, an
alliance partner of the SP, for
winning the Khatauli Assembly
segment bypoll.  He, however,
claimed that people in the
Rampur Sadar assembly seg-
ment were not allowed to vote.
Had there been a fair election
in Rampur, it would have been
the biggest win for the
Samajwadi Party, Yadav added.
The BJP won SP leader Azam
Khan’s stronghold Rampur
Sadar assembly seat for the first
time.

Opposition leaders like
NCP supremo Sharad Pawar
and Shiv Sena (UBT) president
Uddhav Thackeray, which are
also allies of the Congress,
congratulated Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for the BJP vic-
tory in Gujarat while saying
that projects “taken away” from
Maharashtra contributed to
the result.

“I congratulate the BJP
and PM Modi for the victory in
Gujarat which is record-break-
ing and historic,” Udhhav said.

He also took a jibe at the BJP
government at the Centre by
saying that “the projects which
were taken away to Gujarat
from Maharashtra also helped
in the victory.”

“The opposition parties in
Maharashtra have been target-
ing the BJP over the state
recently losing some big-tick-
et industrial projects to Gujarat.
The Aam Aadmi Party divid-
ed votes in Gujarat and it
clearly benefited the BJP, the
Sena leader further remarked.

Addressing the NCP’s state
executive meeting, Pawar said,
“The Gujarat verdict is on
expected lines as the entire
power machinery was used
for the benefit of one particu-
lar state and projects were
shifted there.” “The Gujarat
results don’t reflect the mood
of the country. The results of
the civic polls in Delhi and
Himachal Pradesh Assembly,
where the BJP has been defeat-
ed prove that,” the former
Union minister said.

Accusing the BJP of
deploying “all its resources and
the state machinery to try to
retain power”, the CPI (M) said,
“However, the popular discon-
tent over BJP misrule pre-
vailed.”

About the MCD election

results which were announced
Wednesday, the Left party said
that the people of the national
capital “withstood all the blan-
dishments and manoeuvres of
the BJP and the Central gov-
ernment.”

“The results of Himachal
Pradesh and Delhi have
exposed the vulnerability of the
BJP despite its huge money
power and resources. The lim-
its of the much-touted Modi
factor have also come to the
fore.  The opposition parties
should draw proper lessons
from these results and draw up
plans to put up an effective
united opposition to the BJP
state-wise by marshalling all the
forces,” the CPI(M) said in a
statement.

“The projection of a pan-
Hindu identity along with the
rhetoric about Gujarati pride
have overcome the more vital
issues like price rise, unem-
ployment and poor public
health and educational facili-
ties,” the party added.

AAP national convener
and Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal thanked the
people of Gujarat for helping
his party breach the BJP’s
Gujarat “fortress”, and hoped to
win the state in next assembly
elections.
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AAP convener and Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind

Kejriwal on Thursday thanked
the people of Gujarat for help-
ing his party breach the BJP’s
Gujarat “fortress”, and said the
AAP has achieved the ‘National
Party’ status in merely 10 years.

In a video message,
Kejriwal said though the party
has not won many seats in
Gujarat but the votes it got
helped it attain the national
party status.

“I am thankful to the peo-
ple of Gujarat for helping us
attain the status of national
party. Very few parties enjoy
the status and now we are one
of them. Ours is only a 10-year-
old party,” he said.

“AAP was formed just 10
years ago, today we have gov-
ernments in two states and
have become a national party,
this is enough to frighten any
rival. Gujarat is considered a
BJP “fortress” and the people of
the state has helped the AAP

make a dent in it, he said.
“Hopefully, next time we will
be able to win it.”

Kejriwal also said that dur-
ing the campaigning, his party
and leaders never indulged in
mudslinging or abusive politics.
They only spoke about positive
things and the work done by
the party in Delhi and Punjab
where the AAP is in power, he
added.

Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia said
the Aam Aadmi Party is on
course to become a national
party thanks to the votes given
by the people of Gujarat.

With counting of votes
crossing the halfway mark in
most constituencies of Gujarat,
the BJP has received 53 per cent

of the votes counted, while the
Congress has 27 per cent and
the AAP 13 per cent.

“Due to the votes given by
the people of Gujarat, the AAP
is today becoming a national
party. The politics of education
and health is making a mark for
the first time in the country.
Congratulations to the entire
country on this,” he said in a
tweet in Hindi.

AAP Rajya Sabha MP
Sanjay Singh said that his party
gained national party status in
just 10 years and thanked the
people of Gujarat for it.

Singh said his party’s lead-
ers worked hard and “we are
thankful to the people of
Gujarat because of whom we
got this recognition”.

“The AAP managed to bag
the status of national party in
just 10 years. That’s the pace of
growth of this party. We got
around 35 lakh votes in
Gujarat. All leaders worked
hard and visited rural areas in
Gujarat,” he said during a press
conference.
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With the BJP notching up
a record tally in Gujarat,

top BJP leaders and Union
Ministers credited the historic
win to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s popularity
and party’s hard work.

Hailing his party’s massive
success in his home State,
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah said, “Gujarat has reject-
ed those who do politics of hol-
low promises, revadi (freebies)
and appeasement and has given
an unprecedented mandate to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s BJP, which worked for
public welfare and develop-
ment.”

Shah, who represents
Gandhinagar in Lok Sabha,
said he salutes the people of
Gujarat on this historic victo-
ry and congratulated BJP pres-
ident JP Nadda, Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel and party
State unit president CR 
Patil.

Echoing similar senti-
ments, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh asserted that
the biggest credit for this vic-
tory goes to the trust reposed
by the people in the leadership
of Modi, his popularity and

credibility.
“The biggest credit for this

victory goes to the public’s
trust in the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, his
popularity and credibility.
Congratulations to him and
thanks to the public,” Singh
said.

In a series of tweets, he said
the BJP’s “historic victory” in
the Gujarat elections is a vic-
tory of the party’s commitment
to development, good gover-
nance and public welfare.

BJP president JP Nadda
said party’s victory in the
Gujarat Assembly polls is a tes-
tament to Modi’s politics of
development. Nadda mocked
the Aam Aadmi Party saying
both its chief ministerial can-
didate and state unit head lost
the elections in Gujarat.

Nadda thanked the BJP
workers for their hard work in
Himachal Pradesh also, where
the party lost to the Congress,
saying the “raj may have

changed, but ‘riwaz’ also
changed as there was a gap of
less than 1 per cent in vote
share of the top two parties”.

In his address to BJP work-
ers at the party headquarters in
the presence of Modi and other
senior leaders, Nadda also
complimented the party work-
ers from Delhi too for a spirit-
ed show in MCD elections, say-
ing the AAP government in the
national capital created hurdles
in the functioning of civic
bodies which were ruled by the
BJP.

Highlighting the magni-
tude of the BJP victory in
Gujarat, Nadda said the party
got 52.5 per cent votes and 156
seats out of 182. “No party has
been able to get so much votes
and so many seats till date in
Gujarat.”

Nadda also took a dig at
rival Congress, saying last time
its vote share was 41.4 per cent,
which has come down to 27.3
per cent this time in Gujarat

polls. Its seats also reduced
from 77 to 17, he said.

On the AAP, he said a new
party entered the election fray
and its leaders used to write
and claim that the “Aam Aadmi
Party would get so many seats”.

“Its chief ministerial can-
didate, state president and all
other big leaders lost the elec-
tion. This shows that the peo-
ple of Gujarat do not believe in
those who make false promis-
es and do politics of 
freebies.”

Hitting out at AAP chief
Arvind Kejriwal, Nadda said he
used to carry the board, pro-
nouncing himself to be
“staunchly honest”. “But he
fooled the people and should
apologise for the same.”

Referring to the BJP’s vic-
tory in the Kurhani assembly
bypoll in Bihar, Nadda said it’s
a message for Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar that the people of
State are with Prime Minister
Modi.
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The day Samajwadi Party
scored an emphatic win in

Mainpuri by-election, Shivpal
Singh Yadav merged his
Pragatisheel Samajwadi Party
(Lohia) with Akhilesh Yadav’s
SP, indicating that both the par-
ties will contest the next Lok
Sabha elections together.

“We have merged
Pragatisheel Samajwadi Party
(Lohia) with Samajwadi Party.
In 2024, we will fight the elec-
tions together. From today,
there will be a Samajwadi Party
flag (on my car),” Shivpal Yadav
said in Saifai.

Taking to their official
Twitter handle, the SP also
shared a picture of the pair of
uncle Shivpal Yadav-nephew
Akhilesh Yadav holding a
Samajwadi Party flag, indicat-
ing their merger.

The indications of thaw
between chacha and bhatija
were palpable when Akhilesh
met Shivpal Yadav at his resi-
dence after declaring Dimple

Yadav as the party’s candidate
from Saifai. The election to
Mainpuri Lok Sabha seat was
necessitated following the death
of SP patriarch Mulayam Singh
Yadav. Shivpal was also present
when Dimple Yadav filed her
nomination papers and ahead
of the Mainpuri bypoll, Shivpal
Yadav had promised his sup-
port to SP and asked his party
workers to ensure Dimple
Yadav’s victory in the 
election

After the victory of Dimple
Yadav, Shivpal wrote in a tweet
in Hindi, which roughly says:
“Gratitude to well-wishers,
friends and hardworking work-
ers for their blessings, love
and immense public support
received from the voters of

Mainpuri parliamentary con-
stituency. Heartfelt thanks to
the residents of Jaswantnagar
for the blessings given to
Dimple Yadav.”

Shivpal Yadav had formed
the PSPL in 2018, two years
after his rift with nephew
Akhilesh. He contested the
2019 Lok Sabha election sepa-
rately but joined hands with SP
as an ally for the 2022 assem-
bly polls. After the election,
chacha rued his decision to
contest on SP ticket and said he
made a political blunder by
joining hands with Akhilesh.

After the demise of
Mulayam Singh Yadav in
October, the family made
efforts to bring the two leaders
closer and finally succeeded.
Gripped with grief, they were
also seen jointly paying respects
to Mulayam Singh Yadav, fond-
ly called “Netaji”.

Shivpal had also exten-
sively campaigned for Dimple
after her candidature was
announced for the constituen-
cy. 
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tribute by planting trees, developing and
maintaining kitchen gardens, and con-
suming seasonal and locally sourced food.
Soil erosion is taking place in 145 million
hectares in India, it is estimated that 96.40
million hectares (about 30 percent of the
total geographical area) are affected by
land degradation. Globally, the biophys-
ical status of 5,670 million hectares of
land is declining, of which 1,660 million
hectares (29 percent) are due to human-
induced land degradation.

World Soil Day is celebrated every
year on 5 December. The theme of
World Soil Day 2022 is 'Soil: Where Food
Begins'. Healthy soil helps in the growth
of healthy plants. and increases both
nutrition and water percolation to main-
tain groundwater levels. As consumers
and citizens, we can contribute to protect-
ing topsoil by planting trees, developing
and maintaining home/kitchen gardens,
and consuming primarily locally sourced
and seasonal foods. Soil erosion can have
irreparable effects on both human and
ecosystem health. India has taken sever-
al initiatives in this direction which
need to be sustained and improved upon

sustainably to ensure healthy soil and ulti-
mately a healthy planet.

Priyanka Saurabh | Hisar

�������	
�������	
Sir — In today's international world, some
people can be called smart for their
actions. PM Modi is a very well-known
example of this quality. Our PM works
day and night hard to make our country
stand out in the world, whether it is about
motivating our soldiers, doing rallies, or
meeting foreign delegates. PM Modi
never abstains from doing menial tasks.
No one knows who is the smartest, but
what we should consider is that smart-
ness is a way of achieving goals and not
an end goal in itself. Politicians in them-
selves are very smart, who are smarter
than others can only be known by the
actions and the result of the action
taker. There lies real success and simplic-
ity plays a significant role in molding a
man to greater heights.

CK Subramaniam | Mumbai
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Sir — Ever since the outbreak of the
Coronavirus three years ago, while the
hygiene measures remained the same as
for previous pandemics, the social distanc-
ing norms, in particular, made the human
experience unique. Notwithstanding the
pandemic, social distancing presents the
dangers of increasing social desertion,
growing impersonality and individualism,
and the loss of a sense of society as a
whole. It prevents people from effective-
ly socializing, which is a fundamental
human need. When the pandemic was at
its peak, social distancing measures had
created a negative and psychological fear
in one’s mind to suspect that others were
potential carriers of the deadly virus.

It made us worry that this cognitive
effect could potentially remain in our soci-
ety even after the disintegration of the
virus. Whether at workplaces, in restau-
rants, or public spaces, our society has long
been characterized by physical interactions
between people. As we navigate through
life, much of what fulfills us are the bonds
we create with people, and more often than
not, those bonds materialize through
physical interactions. The Covid-19 pan-
demic is not intensely active these days,
and if we still do not find ways to main-
tain physical and emotional connections
in any kind of a situation, sadly it will make
it more difficult for us to build and
strengthen social bonds, and such an
atmosphere apprehensively may lead to an
unfortunate future for our society.

Ranganathan Sivakumar | Chennai
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Sir — Soil erosion can have irreparable
effects on both human and ecosystem
health. India has taken several initiatives
in this direction which need to be sus-
tained and improved upon sustainably to
ensure healthy soil and ultimately a
healthy planet. The communication link
between all the stakeholders for the
management and restoration of degrad-
ed soils should be strengthened. Timely
dissemination of evidence-based infor-
mation is also essential. Citizens can con-
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SOUNDBITE

The first and foremost task for
the government should be
eradication of poverty.  But it
is not plausible to eradicate
poverty overnight.  But if
abject poverty conditions are
addressed properly, a major
task would be accomplished.
The distribution of freebies
with taxpayers money (in my
opinion) be stopped forth-
with and the party indulging
in such activities may be
severely dealt with.

In any democratic set up
criminality has no role to
play as being anathematic.
Hon’ble Apex Court has taken
a very laudable step in regard
to criminalization of politics
– disqualifying a candidate on
conviction.  Revealing crim-
inal antecedents at the time of
filing nomination and dis-
qualification on conviction
have set the ball rolling. A
strict vigil and strong imple-
mentation of stringent law
would silence criminality.

Cleavage based politics –
politics utilizing the divisive
factors like caste, religion, lan-
guage, gender and tradition,
etc. should be discouraged
strongly.  Though it is easier
said and done and the soci-
ety is divided on many
diverse points yet any begin-
ning and approach to mini-
mize would go a long way to

purify the process.  Other
spatial points should be 
cogitated and analyzed by
ECI to introduce fairness
into the process.

Do we need legislation for
bringing up laws to ensure free
and fair elections?  Generally
deterrent law has three major
components such as severity
(severe degree of punish-
ment), Certainty (punish-
ment follows as a certainty
wherever there is occurrence
of a criminal act) and Celerity
(swiftness is essential). Crime
would be deterred if punish-
ment is awarded quickly and
rapidly. In the opinion of
Hobbes, people are driven due
to their self interest and fur-
ther he stressed the impor-
tance of deterrence to make
the people law abiding Cesare
Beccaria stated that crime
and punishment should both
have a proportional deterring
and deterrence value.

These three components
not only attract people’s faith
and confidence in the system
but are also most effective in
electoral process and dynam-
ics. As any strong prophylac-
tic or curative medicine has
side effects, any harsh law runs
the risk of abuse. The most ter-
rifying factor for a politician
is disqualification and ban
on contesting elections. If the

deterrent law would address
this entailing disqualification
then the success rate would
still be higher and so it would
deter other candidates from
venturing into abuse of money
power and criminality.

Strict implementation
and prompt investigation and
certainty of the punishment
for the unscrupulous ele-
ments can bring back every-
thing on a fair path. Electoral
malpractices (Abuse of
money power, intimidation of
voters, post poll violence,
offer of freebies, criminal use
of caste card etc) should be
associated with disqualifica-
tion, fines and other penal
provisions and that would go
a long way for introducing
fresh air into the system.

The role of bureaucracy is
very important here.
Impartiality, effectiveness, sin-
cerity and honesty should be
maintained at any cost under
strict vigil of Election
Commission of India. As stat-
ed previously, it is a herculean
task. But search for solution
for every difficult task should
start at the earliest and sincer-
ity and it can achieve the most
complicated task.

(The author is a 
superannuated senior 
IAS officer. The views

expressed are personal.)
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Any effective reform
in the electoral
process has to take
into account many
factors including legal

and legislative ones.  The steps are
discussed so as to bring a holis-
tic change with an inclusive
approach.  Any change in the
behavioural aspect of people
solicits an endeavour for aware-
ness building.  Art 324 (1) of the
constitution India vests the power
of superintendence, direction
and control of elections in the
Election Commission of India. As
such ECI is the most important
constitutional body having
Superintendence, direction and
control over the election process.
This vesting of such large power
also generates responsibility for
ECI for smooth conduct of free
and fair elections.

As a first step, ECI should
also try to create awareness
among people delineating the
role/(voting) power of citizens to
choose their representatives.
Frequent publicity over print
and visual media about dos and
don’ts for the voters would cre-
ate some awareness Collectors as
the agents of ECI also may be
directed to carry and convey the
voice and messages of the
Commission in the nook and
corner of the districts and also
in the interior pockets.

The vulnerable groups (trib-
als etc.) should be guarded heav-
ily against exploitation and intim-
idation.  Frequent visits to these
areas, especially the day/night
before the election would foil the
prank of the unethical elements
to win by the force of money.  Any
violation of code of conduct in
case of the candidates or follow-
ers should warrant disqualifica-
tion.  District and police admin-
istration’s alertness, swiftness and
sincerity can nip the criminal
activities in the bud.  The erring
and non-performing district
administration officials should be
taken to task by the ECI.  A strong
ECI, effective district administra-
tion and strong police force can
make the process smooth.

The fact that about one third
of the population lives below the
poverty line, makes the voters vul-
nerable and prone to the influence
of money for unethical voting.
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National Education
Policy 2020 recom-
mends enhancing

learning outcomes of stu-
dents by involving communi-
ty and volunteer efforts for
one-on-one tutoring, holding
extra help classes, teaching
support and guidance. These
objectives recommended by
the NEP were conceived
through the program called
‘Vidyanjali’- a school volun-
teer initiative wherein volun-
teering was proposed to be
done in non-monetary form
directly to the schools
through a tech-based com-
mon platform.

The initiative is aimed at
strengthening school infra-
structure and enhancing the
quality of education by seek-
ing community support in
different domains of school

education. The volunteers
could be local individuals,
civil societies or corporates,
people from the Indian dias-
pora and NRIs. Vidyanjali
seeks community involve-
ment in the efficient func-
tioning of the schools in the
neighbourhood, especially
government and government
aided schools.

Though volunteering for a
social cause has been an inte-
gral part of Indian culture, the
uniqueness of the Vidyanjali
initiative is that it provides a
tech-enabled smooth platform
which connects the schools
with the volunteers located in
any part of the country. Very
often, a common citizen is left
wondering how to volunteer
for a social cause and schools
on the other hand look out for
assistance to meet the diverse

yet small needs of the school
which does not get covered in
through their annual budget
allocations.

Many a time, shortage of
teachers leaves students
deprived of education.
Vidyanjali provides an oppor-
tunity to address these gaps.
Launched in September 2021,
with active volunteers partic-
ipation, the programme is
gradually gaining traction
among citizens. It has proven
its strength by successfully
managing to attract a good
number of volunteers and
onboarded schools on the
portal. As on date, there are
over 3.87 lakh government and
government-aided schools on
board and over 102683 volun-
teers have registered on the
Vidyanjali portal. The volun-
teers under Vidyanjali have

shown great deal of enthusi-
asm by contributing to the
schools in terms of assets as
well as services. For instance,
there are cases where volun-
teers have donated about
52122 ceiling fans/water puri-
fiers/drinking water facility
and other services to schools
in Assam.

Similarly, in Delhi we have
volunteers providing subject
assistance, mentoring, teaching
art & craft and music to the
students. Moreover, school
girls are getting self-defense
training, while volunteers are
providing assistance in devel-
oping basic civil infrastructure
and other classroom needs,
including ICT-based learning
material and devices such as
tablets, mobile phone, LCD,
stationary, books, laptop, and
flip white board, etc., to the

schools across the country.
Almost 9.27 lakh children

have benefitted from this vol-
unteering programme. The
next step is to rope in bulk
contributions from corpora-
tions, civil societies to schools
across the State to strengthen
them. The success of the pro-
gramme rests on the effort put
in by the states/UTs in getting
the program on board through
regular training sessions ren-
dered to district/block level
functionaries, as well as heads
of schools to onboard the
schools on the portal and
place their request. The volun-
teers can contribute only if the
schools are registered on the
portal and place their request.

Volunteers could even be
common citizens like us. We
all have the urge to contribute
back to the schools that we

passed out from. People hav-
ing expertise in sports can
impart sports training to the
children, doctors can organize
medical camps and conduct
health/mental wellbeing lec-
tures/workshops. 

Companies/groups/orga-
nizations can assist schools in
building additional class-
rooms/toilets for girls/ ramps
for children with special
needs/ICT labs/Smart class-
room /residentials hostels for
students/electricity/water and
internet connections etc. As
alumni, self-employed or
salaried professionals all of us
can support our alma-mater in
various ways. The exhaustive
list on which volunteers can
contribute is available on the
Vidyanjali portal.

Beneficially, the pro-
gramme does not minimize

the responsibilities of the
Government rather it supple-
ments/complements and
strengthens the efforts of the
Governments taken for the
betterment of the whole edu-
cation continuum in the
country. The people volun-
teering under Vidyanjali do it
selflessly. They cannot claim
their services as full-time
experience, while the schools
cannot treat them as full-time
teachers/staff of the school.
The programme is fully based
on the true spirit of volun-
teerism and with a very clear
intention to tap the resources
available with the communi-
ty for catalyzing the needs of
schools and volunteers con-
nected through extensive use
of technology and communi-
ty outreach programs on a
single platform.
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(A Srija is an Economic
Adviser to and Abdul Momin
is Consultant in the Ministry

of Education)
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The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
can be credited for bringing a
tectonic shift in Indian politics.
The Gujarat verdict has shown
that development is now an

emotive issue. The people in Gujarat can-
not compromise on development. They
rejected anyone who came to Gujarat to
challenge the development model of the
state. The people in Gujarat have given
tight slaps on the faces of Congress and
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) for question-
ing the development of Gujarat. The
Gujarat verdict may prove to be a touch-
stone for Indian politics in decades to
come.

Indian politics for the past few decades
has seen religion and caste identities as
emotive issues. The people have voted on
caste lines. The people have in the past
voted on religious lines. Caste and reli-
gious factors also dominated Gujarat
politics for decades. Gujarati society was
divided on caste and religious lines until
the BJP arrived on the political horizon.
Since then it has been 27 years of unin-
terrupted rule of the BJP in Gujarat. The
people have again asked the BJP that there
is no full stop in the development jour-
ney. The people, by giving an unprece-
dented verdict in favour of the BJP, have
said that the development issue is too close
to their hearts for them to consider even
the moons that Congress and the AAP
offered through freebies.

Congress and the AAP tried to trap
the people with promises such as unem-
ployment allowances, free electricity and
water. But the people of Gujarat told
Congress and the AAP to learn the art of
development politics. The people don’t
need crutches to walk, as they have been
socially and economically empowered by
the development journey of the last 27
years. They stand on their feet with
pride. Congress and the AAP tried to chal-
lenge the pride of the people of Gujarat.
They have been served with tight slaps for
trying to enter the homes of the people of
Gujarat through backdoors.

In terms of the GSDP (Gross State
Domestic Product), Gujarat was the fifth
largest state in FY2017. At present the
GSDP rank of Gujarat has improved to
fourth position. Also, the GSDP grew at
a compound annual growth rate (CAGR)
of 10 per cent to Rs 19.44 lakh crores in
FY2022 from Rs 13.29 lakh crore in
FY2018, witnessing a growth of 46.47 per
cent. The people of Gujarat are well versed
with the power of compounding. They
know that it creates a powerful force,
which multiplies the gains over a time
frame. This has yielded unprecedented
social and economic gains to the people.
This explains why the people in Gujarat
showed no interest in the politics of free-
bies of Congress and the AAP.

The BJP government in Gujarat has
kept its fiscal deficit at 1.51 per cent of the
GSDP, which is way below the Finance
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(The author is Director,
Public Policy Research

Centre)

Commission’s prescribed limit of
four per cent since 2018. Along
with this, low levels of debt have
been maintained by switching to
the National Pension Scheme
(NPS) from Old Pension Scheme
(OPS) to reduce financial burden
on state exchequer. The financial
discipline of Gujarat has been for
the benefit of the people only,
which Congress and the AAP
sought to destroy by promising to
revive the Old Pension Scheme
and frittering away the gains with
freebies.

The Congress and AAP defi-
nitely didn’t do their homework. If
they had been honest about home-
work they would not have raised
the issue of unemployment in the
Gujarat Assembly election cam-
paign. The unemployment rate in
Gujarat stands at 2.5 per cent,
while the national average stands
at 8.2 per cent. The state govern-
ment of Gujarat has maintained
this rate at a low level for nearly the
past 10 years. Meanwhile, other
states have recorded an unemploy-
ment rate in double digits. The
unemployment rate in Gujarat
mirrors the levels seen in advanced
economies such as the US and the
UK. Yet, Congress and the AAP
tried to fool the people of Gujarat
by raising the issue of unemploy-
ment, which portrayed them as
non-serious political entities in the
eyes of the people in the state.

Economic gains of Gujarat
have also translated into improve-
ments in the social indicators

such as infant mortality rate (25
per 1000 live births), maternal
mortality rate, literacy, nutrition,
school enrollment and so on. In
fact, the Gujarat model of devel-
opment has essentially been based
on utilizing the resources of the
state exchequer to create assets
which work for the social and eco-
nomic empowerment of the peo-
ple. Works done in ensuring avail-
ability of water in Gujarat stand out
as examples for other states to
mobilise their resources for the
long term asset creations, which
the people reward also in elections.

It must now be accepted that
the development model of Gujarat
is all inclusive, which has made the
past narrative of identity politics
irrelevant. This was reflected in the
BJP victory from Dariapur
Assembly seat in Gujarat, which is
dominated by Muslims. The BJP
candidate Kaushik Jain won from
here, and he must overwhelming-
ly have got the Muslim votes.

The BJP has also served a
warning message to the AAP in the
national capital. Even while the BJP
lost the MCD elections after 15
years of rule, the party improved
its vote share to over 39 per cent.
The AAP vote share has come
down from 53 per cent two years
ago to 42 per cent now. The BJP is
now raring to go for the next
Assembly elections to overthrow
the AAP by building the develop-
ment plank of the party against the
politics of freebies.

What is more important is that

the corruption charges against the
AAP government have resonated
with the people in the national cap-
ital. The BJP won the municipal
wards in the Assembly constituen-
cies of the Delhi deputy chief min-
ister Manish Sisodia, jailed minis-
ter Satyendar Jain, transport min-
ister Kailash Gehlot, Amannullah
Khan, who is accused of taking
money for party tickets, Akhilesh
Tripathi, who also allegedly sold
the AAP tickets.

This augurs well for Delhi
politics, as the people in the
national capital have given the
message to the BJP to work hard
to throw the anarchists out of
power in the next Assembly elec-
tions, which would be held in
2025. At the same time, the peo-
ple blessed the BJP with 104 wards
in the MCD to keep a check on the
AAP in the MCD and the party
would not allow the anarchist
politicians to fritter away all the
gains made by the MCD in the last
15 years. Unlike Delhi Assembly,
the AAP will not be able to throw
the BJP members from the MCD
meetings, and that has been
ensured by the people.

The BJP faced reversal in the
Himachal Pradesh Assembly elec-
tions on account of the rebel fac-
tor. But the BJP’s vote share was
almost at par with Congress. The
BJP may have turned the tide and
changed the tradition of Himachal
Pradesh of voting out the incum-
bent government if the candidate
selection had been better.
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Struggling to maintain a steady
supply of arms for its war in

Ukraine, Moscow is looking to
Iran once again to resupply the
Russian military with drones
and surface-to-surface missiles,
according to two officials famil-
iar with the matter.

There is growing US concern
that Russia may seek to acquire
additional advanced conven-
tional weapons from Iran,
according to a National Security
Council official who spoke on
condition of anonymity to dis-
cuss US intelligence. The official
said the administration is par-
ticularly concerned that Russia
may seek to acquire surface-to-
surface missiles from Iran.

Separately, a UN diplomat
said Iran has plans to sell Russia
hundreds of missiles and drones
in violation of the 2015 Security
Council resolution that endorsed

the nuclear deal between Tehran
and six major powers. Russia, as
a signatory of the 2015 agree-
ment, would be undermining the
resolution, and a key question is
what Russia will be giving Iran in
return for the drones and mis-
siles, the diplomat said, speaking
on condition of anonymity to dis-
cuss sensitive internal informa-
tion. 

The diplomat added that
the sales would mark a significant
increase in the depth of defense
cooperation between Russia and
Iran and could have “massive
implications for security of the
region.” It did not appear the
weaponry has been shipped yet
but it is ”clearly on the order
books," the diplomat said.

Concerns about new weapon
sales to Russia come after Iran
sold hundreds of attack drones to
Russian over the summer. The
Biden administration says Russia
has also turned to North Korea
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The son of a Russian busi-
nessman close to

President Vladimir Putin has
been acquitted in Norway of
violating a law that bars
Russians from flying drones.

Andrey Yakunin, who
holds both a Russian and a British pass-
port and who lives in Italy, was arrested
in Hammerfest, in Arctic Norway, on
Oct. 17, after he had sailed around the
Arctic Archipelago of Svalbard and
along the coast of Norway. 

When off Svalbard, he was respon-
sible for two drones that he owned, and
which were used several times for flights

over the archipelago which sits
more than 800 kilometers
(500 miles) north of the
Norwegian mainland. On
some occasions he piloted
them himself, the court said.

The 47-year-old Yakunin
had been filming with the
drone while mountaineering,

glacier walking and sailing. 
Under Norwegian law, it is prohib-

ited for aircraft operated by Russian com-
panies or citizens “to land on, take off
from or fly over Norwegian territory.”
Norway is not a member of the European
Union but mirrors its moves and decid-
ed on the ban earlier this year after the
invasion of Ukraine.
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After its searches of holy sites
belonging to Ukraine’s his-

toric Orthodox church, the
nation’s security agency posted
photos of evidence it recovered
— including rubles, Russian
passports and leaflets with mes-
sages from the Moscow patri-
arch.

Supporters and detractors of
the church debate whether such
items are innocuous — or inc-
rease suspicions the church is a
nest of pro-Russian propaganda
and intelligence-gathering.

What’s unambiguous are
other photos shared by the
agency, known as the SBU, post-
ed as recently as Wednesday —
some showing an armed
Ukrainian officer standing out-
side a church building, others
showing brawny, camouflaged
officers questioning clerics in
long beards and cassocks.

They illustrate the increased
pressure the Ukrainian govern-
ment is putting on the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church, with its cen-
turies-old ties to Moscow, as the
brutal Russian invasion slogs

into the 10th month of a war that
has had religious dimensions
from the start.

President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy on Friday announced mea-
sures primarily targeting the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church,
which is one of two major
Orthodox churches in Ukraine
following a 2019 schism. Even
though the UOC declared inde-
pendence from Moscow in May,
such a declaration is easier spo-
ken than accomplished amid the
complexities of Eastern Ortho-
dox Christianity. Besides, many
Ukrainians don’t believe it’s real-
ly free from Moscow.

Zelenskyy called for legisla-
tion that would forbid “religious
organizations affiliated with
centers of influence in the
Russian Federation to operate in
Ukraine.”

He also wants a review of
the “canonical” connection
between the UOC and the
Moscow Patriarchate — the
center of the Russian Orthodox
Church – and of the status of the
revered, millennium-old
Pechersk-Lavra monastery in
Kyiv, now government-owned

but largely used by the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church.
The government also placed
sanctions on its abbot, another
wealthy churchman and sever-
al bishops in Russia or Russian-
held parts of Ukraine.

“We will ensure, in partic-
ular, spiritual independence,”
Zelenskyy said. “We will never
allow anyone to build an empire
inside the Ukrainian soul.”

The matter is testing
whether the young republic can
survive Russia’s attacks -- and as
a pluralistic state respecting
freedom of conscience. It also

raises the stakes as the two rival
Orthodox churches vie for the
loyalties of the nation’s majori-
ty Orthodox population and for
church properties.

Prominent Ukrainian Orth-
odox Church leaders say it has
loyally supported Ukraine from
the start of the war and that a
government crackdown will
only hand a propaganda coup to
the Russians, who claim to be
defending Ukraine’s Orthodox
against persecution.

“It is national suicide when
they slander and try to ‘ban’ a
part of their own people,” said

the Rev. Mykolay Danylevich,
who has often served as a
Ukrainian Orthodox Church
spokesman.

But a bishop in the Ortho-
dox Church of Ukraine — the
similarly named rival church,
with no ties to Moscow — sup-
ported Zelensky’s measures.

“Maybe it is hard psycho-
logically that this is happening
now in monasteries and tem-
ples,” said Metropolitan
Oleksandr of the Transfiguration
of Jesus Orthodox Cathedral in
Kyiv. He spoke to The Associa-
ted Press by candlelight as por-
traits of church elders looked on,
amid controlled power outages.

“But I think it is better that
there will be searches than some
people who help guide enemy
missiles.”

The Biden administration
says it supports Ukraine’s self-
defense while expecting it to
comply with international law
on protecting freedom of reli-
gion.

The Ukrainian Orthodox
Church has been loyal to the
Moscow patriarch since the
17th century.
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Russian President Vladimir
Putin acknowledged Wednes-
day that his “special military

operation” in Ukraine is taking longer
than expected but said it has suc-
ceeded in seizing new territory and
added that his country’s nuclear
weapons are deterring escalation of
the conflict.

“Of course, it could be a lengthy
process,” Putin said of the more
than 9-month-old war that began
with Russia’s invasion Feb. 24 and has
displaced millions from their homes,
and killed and wounded tens of thou-
sands. Despite its length, he showed
no signs of letting up, vowing to “con-
sistently fight for our interests" and
to “protect ourselves using all means
available.” He reiterated his claim that
he had no choice but to send in
troops, saying that for years, the West
responded to Russia's security
demands with “only spit in the face."

Speaking in a televised meeting
in Russia with members of his
Human Rights Council, Putin
described the land gains as “a signif-
icant result for Russia,” noting that the
Sea of Azov "has become Russia’s
internal sea.” In one of his frequent

historic references to a Russian leader
he admires, he added that “Peter the
Great fought to get access" to that
body of water.

After failing to take Kyiv due to
fierce Ukrainian resistance, Russia
seized broad swaths of southern
Ukraine at the start of the invasion
and captured the key Sea of Azov port
of Mariupol in May after a nearly
three-month siege. In September,
Putin illegally annexed four Ukrai-
nian regions even though his forces
didn't completely control them: Kher-
son and Zaporizhzhia in the south,
and Donetsk and Luhansk in the east.
In 2014, he had illegally annexed
Ukraine's Crimean Peninsula.

In response to an increasing
influx of advanced Western weapons,
economic, political and humanitar-
ian aid to Kyiv and what he saw as
Western leaders' inflammatory state-
ments, Putin has periodically hinted
at his potential use of nuclear
weapons. When a member of the
Human Rights Council asked him
Wednesday to pledge that Russia
would not be the first to use such
weapons, Putin demurred. He said
Russia would not be able to use
nuclear weapons at all if it agreed not
to use them first and then came under

a nuclear strike.
“If it doesn’t use it first under any

circumstances, it means that it won’t
be the second to use it either, because
the possibility of using it in case of a
nuclear strike on our territory will be

sharply limited,” he said.
Putin rejected Western criticism

that his previous nuclear weapons
comments amounted to saber-rat-
tling, claiming they were “not a fac-
tor provoking an escalation of con-

flicts, but a factor of deterrence.”
“We haven’t gone mad. We are

fully aware of what nuclear weapons
are,” Putin said. He added, without
elaborating: “We have them, and they
are more advanced and state-of-the-

art than what any other nuclear
power has.”

In his televised remarks, the
Russian leader didn't address Russia's
battlefield setbacks or its attempts to
cement control over the seized
regions but acknowledged problems
with supplies, treatment of wound-
ed soldiers and limited desertions.

Russian troops have withdrawn
not only from the Kyiv area and
around the country's largest city,
Kharkiv, but from a large part of the
Kherson region. Another problem for
Putin are attacks this week against air
force bases deep inside Russia. He put
much of the country, especially bor-
der areas, on security alert recently,
and fresh signs emerged Wednesday
that Russian officials are strengthen-
ing border defensive positions.

In the Kursk region bordering
Ukraine, the governor posted photos
of new concrete anti-tank barriers —
known as “dragon’s teeth” — in open
fields. On Tuesday, the governor
had said a fire broke out at an airport
in the region after a drone strike. In
neighboring Belgorod, workers were
expanding anti-tank barriers and
officials were organizing “self-defense
units." Belgorod has seen numerous
fires and explosions, apparently from

cross-border attacks, and its governor
reported Wednesday that Russia's air
defenses have shot down incoming
rockets.

In brazen drone attacks, two
strategic Russian air bases more than
500 kilometers (300 miles) from the
Ukraine border were struck Monday.
Moscow blamed Ukraine, which
didn't claim responsibility.

Moscow responded with strikes
by artillery, multiple rocket launch-
ers, missiles, tanks and mortars at res-
idential buildings and civilian infra-
structure, worsening damage to the
power grid. Private Ukrainian power
utility Ukrenergo said temperatures
in eastern areas where it was making
repairs had dropped to as low as
minus 17 degrees Celsius (near zero
Fahrenheit).

At his meeting, Putin discussed
the mobilization of 300,000 reservists
that he ordered in September to bol-
ster forces in Ukraine. He said only
about 150,000 have been deployed so
far to combat zones and the rest are
still undergoing training. Addressing
speculation that the Kremlin could be
preparing another mobilization, Putin
said: “There is no need for the
Defense Ministry and the country to
do that."
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Russian President Vladimir
Putin on Wednesday

described the country’s nuclear
arsenals as a deterrent factor in
the Ukrainian conflict but
demurred when challenged to
make a pledge that Russia
would not be the first to use
them.

Asked by a member of the
presidential Human Rights
Council to commit Russia to
forswearing a first strike, Putin
responded that such an oblig-
ation might prevent Russia
from tapping its nuclear arsenal
even if it came under a nuclear
attack.

“If it doesn’t use it first
under any circumstances, it
means that it won’t be the sec-
ond to use it either, because the
possibility of using it in case of
a nuclear strike on our territo-
ry will be sharply limited,”
Putin said.

He noted that Russia’s
nuclear doctrine was based on
the so-called “launch on warn-
ing” concept, which envisages
the country employing nuclear
weapons in the face of an immi-
nent nuclear attack.

"It means that if we come

under strike, we strike back in
response," he said.

Russia's nuclear doctrine
states the country can use
nuclear weapons if it comes
under a nuclear strike or if it
faces an attack with conven-
tional weapons that threatens
“the very existence” of the
Russian state.

Putin, who has repeatedly
said during the fighting in
Ukraine that Russia was ready
to use “all available means” to
protect its territory, rejected
Western criticism of nuclear
saber-rattling. He pointed at for-
mer British Prime Minister Liz
Truss’ statement about her
readiness to use nuclear
weapons, saying he felt obliged
to respond to that.

“I had to emphasize certain
things in response,” Putin said.
“Her comments went largely

unnoticed, but they immedi-
ately emphasized our state-
ments and used them to scare
the world.”

The Russian leader further
argued that Russia's nuclear
weapons serve as a tool of
deterrence amid the military
operation in Ukraine, which is
in its 10th month.

“We haven’t gone mad. We
fully understand what nuclear
weapons are,” Putin said. “We
have them, and they are more
advanced and state-of-the-art
than what any other nuclear
power has.”

He added: “We aren’t going
to brandish those weapons like
a razor running around the
world, but we naturally proceed
from their existence.”

“It's a factor of deterrence,
not a factor provoking an esca-
lation of the conflict," Putin said.

The Russian leader charac-
terized the tactical nuclear
weapons the United States
deployed to Europe as a desta-
bilizing factor. Russia, by con-
trast, hasn’t deployed any
nuclear weapons outside its
territory, Putin said, adding
that “we naturally will defend
our allies with all available
means, if necessary.”
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Aformer Ukrainian law-
maker who U.S.

Authorities say acted as a
Russian agent for over a decade
and tried to influence the 2020
presidential election through
meetings with Rudy Giuliani
has been criminally charged in
New York in connection with
purchases of luxury Beverly
Hills real estate.

The charges against Andrii
Derkach, 55, of
Dnipropetrovsk, Ukraine, were
announced Wednesday in
Brooklyn by U.S. Attorney

Breon Peace.
Derkach has been charac-

terized by the U.S. Government
as an “active Russian agent” for
over a decade. Authorities say
he met multiple times during
the 2020 race with Giuliani, a
close Trump ally, and released
heavily edited recordings of
Democrat Joe Biden in an
effort to disparage him.
Prosecutors also say Derkach
sought to fund a lavish lifestyle
for himself and his family
through the purchase of two
Beverly Hills condominiums
even as he hid his interests in
the transactions from banks.
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for artillery as the nine-month
war grinds on.

On Wednesday, White
House National Security
Council spokesman John
Kirby told reporters that the
US has not yet seen Iranian
missiles transferred to Russia.
But he underscored the impact
that previous arms sales have
had in the war, as Russian
forces have increasingly tar-
geted Ukraine's civilian infra-
structure with the cold winter
months setting in.

“We have seen continued
provision of Iranian drones
from Iran to Russia. You can
see those drones continuing to
hit civilian targets and kill
innocent Ukrainians nearly
every day," Kirby said. "So we
know that they're involved in
the efforts that (Russian
President Vladimir) Putin has
been expending lately to try to
bring the Ukrainian people to
their knees with respect to
power and water and other
resources.”

The White House has
repeatedly sought to spotlight
Russia's reliance on Iran and
North Korea, another broadly
isolated nation on the interna-
tional stage, for support as it
prosecutes its war against
Ukraine.

The Biden administration
recently unveiled sanctions
against Iranian firms and enti-
ties involved in the transfer of
Iranian drones to Russia for use
in Putin's ongoing invasion of
Ukraine. It all comes as the
administration has condemned
the Islamic republic's violent
squelching of protests that
erupted throughout Iran after
the September death of 22-
year-old Mahsa Amini while
being held by the morality
police.
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Prime Minister Sher Bahadur
Deuba's Nepali Congress-led

five-party coalition, which is two
seats away from a simple major-
ity after securing 136 seats in the
275-member House of
Representatives, has intensified
negotiations with like-minded
parties to form the new gov-
ernment.

Nepali Congress (NC) has
emerged as the single largest
party with 89 seats after the elec-
tion commission allocated seats
to all the political parties under
the proportional voting system
on Wednesday.

The other partners of the

ruling alliance have together
secured 47 seats — CPN-Maoist
Centre (32), CPN-Unified
Socialist (10), Loktantrik Samaj-
wadi Party (4) and Rashtriya
Janamorcha one.

The C. K. Raut-led Janamat
Party, which secured only one
seat in the House of Repre-
sentatives (HoR) under the first-
past-the-post category, got 5
seats under the proportional

representation (PR) category,
which means that the party will
have a total of six members in
the House.

Last week, Prime Minister
Deuba met Raut at the PM's res-
idence and discussed matters
relating to forging cooperation
in the days ahead, sources said.

If the Janamat Party backs
the NC-led coalition, the ruling
alliance will have the support of
142 lawmakers - four more
than 138 required to form a gov-
ernment.

On Sunday, NC leader Ram
Chandra Poudel said that the
government to be formed now
will provide political stability,
good governance, development

and employment in the village.
Meanwhile, former prime

minister K P Sharma Oli-led
CPN-UML has received the
highest votes under the pro-
portional voting system while
the NC and CPN-Maoist Centre
have secured second and third
positions, respectively.

The CPN-UML has secured
34 seats under the proportion-
ate voting followed by the NC
with 32 seats and CPN-Maoist
Centre with 14 seats. Rastriya
Swatantra Party (RSP) has
received 13 seats while Rastriya
Prajatantra Party (RPP), Janata
Samajwadi Party (JSP) and
Janamat Party have received 7,
5 and 5 seats respectively.
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Chinese leader Xi Jinping
met on Thursday with Saudi

Arabia's king and the crown
prince while on a visit to the
kingdom, solidifying ties with a
region crucial to his country's
energy supplies as sanctions
intensify on Russia over its war
on Ukraine.

Xi arrived at Al Yamama
Palace in Riyadh and was greet-
ed by Crown Prince Moham-
med bin Salman, the king's
assertive son who stands ready
to rule the oil-rich kingdom in
the decades to come. Xi shook
hands with the prince as an hon-
our guard on horseback carried
Saudi and Chinese flags.

It wasn't immediately clear
what the two focused on in their
discussions, though Xi in a
newspaper column published by
Al Riyadh newspaper said
“exchanges between China and
Arab states date back more than
2,000 years.”

The column also quoted a
saying by Islam's Prophet Muha-
mmad: “Seek knowledge even if
you have to go as far as China.”

“The Arab people value
independence, oppose external

interference, stand up to power
politics and high-handedness,
and always seek to make
progress,” Xi's column read.

He also noted that the Gulf
Cooperation Council countries,
which include Bahrain, Kuwait,
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and
the United Arab Emirates, serve
as “an energy tank for world
economy.” China, the world's
largest crude oil importer, relies
heavily on Saudi oil, paying
tens of billions of dollars annu-
ally to the kingdom.

Gulf Arab states are trying
to re-calibrate their foreign pol-
icy as the United States turns its
attention elsewhere in the world.

Russia's war on Ukraine —
and the West's hardening stance
on Moscow — has also left the
Arab countries wanting to
cement ties with China. For
Prince Mohammed, hosting Xi
boosts his own international
profile after being linked to the
killing of Washington Post
columnist Jamal Khashoggi.

Beyond China's oil pur-
chases, its construction expertise
could be tapped as well for
Prince Mohammed's planned
USD 500 billion futuristic city of
Neom on the Red Sea.
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Hundreds of journalists and
other employees at The

New York Times began a 24-
hour walkout Thursday, the first
strike of its kind at the newspa-
per in more than 40 years.

Newsroom employees and
other members of The
NewsGuild of New York say they
are fed up with bargaining that
has dragged on since their last
contract expired in March 2021.
The union announced last week
that more than 1,100 employees
would stage a 24-hour work
stoppage starting at 12:01 a.M.
Thursday unless the two sides
reach a contract deal.

The NewsGuild tweeted

Thursday morning that workers,
“are now officially on work stop-
page, the first of this scale at the
company in 4 decades. It's never
an easy decision to refuse to do
work you love, but our members
are willing to do what it takes to
win a better newsroom for all.”

Negotiations took place
Tuesday and some on Wednes-
day, but the sides remained far
apart on issues including wage
increases and remote-work poli-
cies.
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German police rounded up
dozens of people including

a self-styled prince, a retired
paratrooper and a former judge
on Wednesday, accusing the
suspects of discussing the violent
overthrow of the government
but leaving unclear how concrete
the plans were.

A German official and a
lawmaker said investigators may
have detected real plotting,
drunken fantasizing, or both. 

Regardless, Germany takes
any right-wing threat seriously
and thousands of police officers
carried out pre-dawn raids
across much of the country.

“We're talking about a group
that, according to what we know
so far, planned to violently abol-
ish our democratic state of law
and an armed attack," on the
German parliament building,

government spokesman Steffen
Hebestreit said.

Sara Nanni, a lawmaker
with the Green party, part of the
German government, suggested
the group may not have been
capable.

“More details keep coming
to light that raise doubts about
whether these people were even
clever enough to plan and carry
out such a coup,” Nanni said in
a post on the social network
Mastodon. “The fact is: no mat-
ter how crude their ideas are and
how hopeless their plans, even
the attempt is dangerous!”

Federal prosecutors said the
group is alleged to have believed
in a “conglomerate of conspira-
cy theories consisting of narra-
tives from the so-called Reich
Citizens as well as QAnon ide-
ology. 

”Adherents of the Reich
Citizens movement reject

Germany's postwar constitu-
tion and have called for bring-
ing down the government, while
QAnon is a global conspiracy
theory with roots in the United
States.

The Reich Citizens scene
has been under observation by
Germany's domestic intelligence

agency since 2016. Authorities
estimate that the loose-knit
movement has about 21,000
adherents.

Prosecutors said the sus-
pects also believe Germany is
ruled by a so-called “deep state.”

One of the alleged ring-
leaders arrested on Wednesday

is Heinrich XIII Prince Reuss, a
71-year-old member of the
House of Reuss who continues
to use the title despite Germany
abolishing any formal role for
royalty more than a century ago. 

Federal prosecutors said
Reuss, whom the group planned
to install as Germany's new
leader, had contacted Russian
officials with the aim of impos-
ing a new order in the country
once the German government
was overthrown. There is no
indication that the Russians
responded positively.

Police also detained Birgit
Malsack-Winkemann, a judge
and former lawmaker with the
far-right Alternative for
Germany party. 

Alternative for Germany,
which is known by its acronym
AfD, has increasingly come
under scrutiny by security ser-
vices due to its ties with extrem-

ists. 
AfD's co-leaders, Tino

Chrupalla and Alice Weidel
said they had only learned of the
alleged coup plans through the
media, and condemned them.

“We have full confidence in
the authorities involved and
demand a swift and compre-
hensive investigation,” they said
in a statement.

Chief federal prosecutor
Peter Frank said some 3,000 offi-
cers were involved in the raids
conducted at 150 sites in 11 of
Germany's 16 states. 

Officers detained 22
German citizens on suspicion of
“membership in a terrorist
organisation,” prosecutors said.
Three other people, including a
Russian citizen, were held on
suspicion of supporting the
organisation, they said. An addi-
tional 27 people were under
investigation.
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China began implementing a
more relaxed version of its

strict “zero COVID” policy on
Thursday amid steps to restore
normal life, but also trepidation
over a possible broader outbreak
once controls are eased.

The country reported
21,165 new coronavirus cases on
Thursday, though it was unclear
whether the lower number
reflected fewer infections or a
reduction in testing. 

The National Health Com-
mission issued relaxed anti-
pandemic regulations on Wed-
nesday, including a loosening of
lockdowns and the elimination
of a requirement that a recent
negative COVID-19 test be
shown to enter most public
places. 

The commission said it was
due to “positive results" in fight-
ing the virus and because of a
recognition that the current
omicron variant is less danger-
ous than earlier versions of the

virus — a fact long embraced by
other countries that have
reopened their societies. 

The relaxation also follows
street protests — the largest in
decades — by people fed up with
the draconian controls, which
have been blamed for hobbling
the economy, upending mil-
lions of lives and causing the
deaths of some people refused
hospital treatment because they
lacked proper test results. 

“This is an inevitable trend.
We must let go sooner or later,
and we can't always stick to pre-
vious measures,” said Xin
Guijun, a 70-year-old Beijing
resident.

“However, one thing is that
we are on our own to protect
ourselves, and we must cultivate
our own awareness of personal
protection,” Xin told The
Associated Press.

While the relaxation sent a
wave of relief through Chinese
society, much uncertainty
remains and the move was not
met with universal acclaim. 

Dr. Anthony Fauci, the top
U.S. Infectious disease expert
and a critic of China's reliance
on lockdowns, said China risked
unleashing a new wave of virus
mutations on the world if it

doesn't “mount and implement
a proactive vaccination cam-
paign." 

“Whenever you have a large
wave of transmissions of a virus,
you give it ample opportunity to

mutate," Fauci said Wednesday
at an event organized by the
Financial Times newspaper. 

“And when you give a virus
opportunity to mutate, that
allows it to form potentially new

variants. And once you get a
brand-new variant, that could
have an impact on the rest of the
world,” Fauci said. 

Fauci and other foreign
health officials have urged
Beijing to import Western
COVID-19 vaccines based on
mRNA technology, considered
more effective than the inacti-
vated vaccines developed by
China. Chinese officials have so
far ignored such calls. 

The changes announced
Wednesday include a renewed
commitment to vaccinate vul-
nerable groups and the elderly,
whose levels of immunization
are far lower than the population
as a whole. China has adminis-
tered 3.4 billion doses to its 1.4
billion people, or about 2.4 do-
ses per person, indicating that
large numbers have not received
the recommended three shots.

China's difficulties are com-
pounded by the fact that only a
small number of people have
been exposed to the virus under
“zero COVID," leaving most

with no natural antibodies. 
In an editorial on the

Wednesday announcement, the
official Xinhua News Agency
said the changes were “intro-
duced based on the latest epi-
demic situation and mutation of
the virus to contain the epidemic
in a more science-based and tar-
geted manner."

Xinhua emphasized the
need to “rectify oversimplified or
one-size-fits-all approaches and
excessive policy steps, oppose
and curb pointless formalities
and bureaucratism." 

China has not formally
abandoned “zero COVID,"
which seeks to track and elimi-
nate all infections, but its recent
steps seem to indicate it is drop-
ping it in all but name. 

The ruling Communist
Party credits the policy with
sparing China the large numbers
of cases and deaths seen in other
countries. 

China's official death toll is
5,235 since the start of the pan-
demic, versus a U.
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Iran said on Thursday it exe-
cuted a prisoner convicted for

a crime allegedly committed
during the country's ongoing
nationwide protests, the first
such death penalty carried out
by Tehran.

The execution comes as
other detainees also face possi-
ble death penalty for their
involvement in the protests,
which began first as an outcry
against Iran's morality police and
have expanded into one of the
most serious challenges to Iran's
theocracy since its 1979 Islamic
Revolution. 

Activists warn others could
be put to death as well soon since
activists say at least a dozen peo-
ple so far have received death
sentences over their involvement
in the demonstrations. 

The “execution of #Mohsen
Shekari must be me with
STRONG reactions otherwise
we will be facing daily execu-
tions of protesters,” wrote
Mahmood Amiry-Moghaddam,
the director of the Oslo-based
activist group Iran Human
Rights. 

“This execution must have
rapid practical consequences
internationally.”

Iran's Mizan news agency
reported the execution. It
accused the man of blocking a
street and attacking a security
force member with a machete in
Tehran. The Mizan news agency,
run by the country's judiciary,

identified the executed man as
Mohsen Shekari. 

It said he had been convict-
ed in Tehran's Revolutionary
Court, which typically holds
closed-door cases that have
been internationally criticised in
other cases for not allowing
those on trial to pick their own
lawyers or even see the evidence
against them.

Mizan said Shekari had
been arrested September 25,
then convicted November 20 on
the charge of "moharebeh," a
Farsi word meaning “waging
war against God.” 

That charge has been levied
against others in the decades
since 1979 and carries the death
penalty. 

Iran has been rocked by
protests since the September 16
death of 22-year-old Mahsa
Amini, who died after being

detained by the country's moral-
ity police. 

At least 475 people have
been killed in the demonstra-
tions amid a heavy-handed
security crackdown, according
to Human Rights Activists in
Iran, a group that's been moni-
toring the protests since they
began. 

Over 18,000 have been
detained by authorities. 

Iran is one of the world's top
executioners. It typically exe-
cutes prisoners by hanging.
Already, Amnesty International
said it obtained a document
signed by one senior Iranian
police commander asking an
execution for one prisoner be
“completed in the shortest pos-
sible time' and that his death
sentence be carried out in pub-
lic as 'a heart-warming gesture
towards the security forces.
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South Korea's Truth and
Reconciliation Commission

will investigate the cases of
dozens of South Korean
adoptees in Europe and the
United States who suspect their
origins were falsified or
obscured during a child export
frenzy in the mid- to late-1900s. 

The decision Thursday
opens what could be South
Korea's most far-reaching
inquiry into foreign adoptions
yet. Frustration over broken
family connections and laun-
dered child statuses and identi-
ties grew and demanded gov-
ernment attention. 

The adopted South Koreans
are believed to be the world's
largest diaspora of adoptees. In
the past six decades, about
200,000 South Koreans — most-
ly girls — were adopted overseas.
Most were placed with white
parents in the United States
and Europe during the 1970s
and '80s.

After a meeting Tuesday, the
commission decided to investi-
gate 34 adoptees who were sent
to Denmark, Norway, the
Netherlands, Germany, Belgium,
and the United States from the
1960s to the early 1990s. The
adoptees say they were wrong-
fully removed from their fami-
lies through falsified documents
and corrupt practices. 

They were among the 51
adoptees who first submitted
their applications to the com-
mission in August through the
Danish Korean Rights Group,
led by adoptee attorney Peter
Møller. The applications filed by
Møller's group have since grown
to over 300, and dozens of
adoptees from Sweden and
Australia are also expected to file
applications on Friday, which is
the commission's deadline for
investigation requests, Møller
said.

The investigation will like-
ly expand over the next few
months as the commission
reviews whether to accept the
applications submitted after
August. Cases that are seen as
similar will likely be fused to
speed up the investigations,
commission official Park Young-
il said. 
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The US government said on
Wednesday it is appealing
a court ruling that would

lift asylum restrictions that have
become the cornerstone of bor-
der enforcement in recent years.

But there was no indication
that the appeal would scuttle a
December 21 deadline set by a
federal judge to end asylum
restrictions that have been used
to expel asylum seekers.

The disputed enforcement
rule first took effect in March
2020, denying migrants' rights to
seek asylum under US and
international law on grounds of
preventing the spread of

COVID-19. The Homeland
Security Department said it
would file an appeal with the US
Court of Appeals for the District
of Columbia, challenging some
aspects of the November ruling
by US District Judge Emmet
Sullivan that ordered President
Joe Biden's administration to lift
the asylum restrictions.

Biden officials say the
Department of Homeland
Security continues to prepare for
the December 21 deadline set by
Sullivan to lift restrictions.

The restrictions were put in
place under former President
Donald Trump at the outset of
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The practice was autho-

rised under Title 42 of a broad-
er 1944 law covering public
health, and has been used to
expel migrants more than 2.4
million times.

Sullivan has called the
expulsion of migrants under the
rule “arbitrary and capricious.” 

And immigrant rights'
groups have argued that the use
of Title 42 unjustly harms peo-
ple fleeing persecution and that
the pandemic was a pretext
used by the Trump administra-
tion to curb immigration.

A coalition of conserva-
tive-leaning states wants to keep
in place the Trump-era public
health rule that allows many asy-
lum seekers to be turned away

at the southern US border. 
The ban has been uneven-

ly enforced by nationality, falling
largely on migrants from
Guatemala, Honduras, El
Salvador — as well as Mexicans
— because Mexico allows them
to be returned from the United
States. 

Last month, Mexico began
accepting Venezuelans who are
expelled from the United States
under Title 42, causing a sharp
drop in Venezuelans seeking
asylum at the US border.

The asylum rule has been
used by the Biden administra-
tion to expel migrant families
and single adults, though not
children travelling alone.
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President Joe Biden on
Thursday is announcing the

infusion of nearly USD 36 bil-
lion to shore up a financially
troubled union pension plan,
preventing severe cuts to the
retirement incomes of more
than 350,000 Teamster workers
and retirees across the United
States.

The money for the Central
States Pension Fund is the largest
amount of federal aid provided

for a pension plan, the Biden
administration said, and comes
from the American Rescue Plan,
a USD 1.9 trillion coronavirus
relief package that he signed into
law in 2021.

Many union retirement
plans have been under financial
pressure because of underfund-
ing and other issues. Without the
federal assistance, Teamster
members could have seen their
benefits reduced by an average
of 60 per cent starting within a
couple of years.
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Equity benchmark Sensex
ended four days of losses
on Thursday, buoyed by

gains in select banking and auto
counters, after the ruling BJP
headed for a record victory in
Gujarat but failed to retain
Himachal Pradesh.

Persistent selling by foreign
investors and mixed global cues
capped the gains, traders said.

The 30-share index opened
lower but gained momentum as
the session progressed, before
finally ending 160 points high-
er at 62,570.68. A total of 13 of
its components advanced while
17 declined.

On similar lines, the broad-
er NSE Nifty advanced 48.85
points to settle at 18,609.35, with
27 of its constituents closing in
the red. Axis Bank, IndusInd
Bank, L&T, ICICI Bank, Infosys,
SBI, Bajaj Finserv and M&M
were the major gainers among
Sensex stocks, climbing up to
2.71 per cent.

Sun Pharma fell the most by
3.57 per cent after the USFDA
listed its Halol facility under an
import alert, with products
manufactured at the unit now
subject to refusal of admission
in the US market. PowerGrid,
TCS, Nestle, Wipro, Kotak Bank
and Bajaj Finance were among
the other losers.

"After touching a record

high, the domestic market expe-
rienced significant volatility as
global markets tumbled due to
fear of an economic slowdown
and worries over a Fed rate hike.
Recession fears weighed on IT
and pharma stocks while banks,
especially PSBs, continued to
support the bourses.

"This volatility is expected to
sustain in the global market as
we await the Fed policy decision
and US inflation numbers due
next week," said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services.

On the political front, the
BJP was on Thursday poised to
retain power in Gujarat for a
record seventh straight term
but was set to be dethroned by
the Congress in Himachal
Pradesh, where the hill state fol-
lowed its long history of an
incumbent government being
voted out. Riding on the charis-

ma of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, who addressed 31 election
rallies in his home state and con-
tinued to hold sway over voters,
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
steamrolled the opposition that
included the new entrant Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) by winning
or leading in 157 of the 182 seats
in Gujarat with a vote share of
nearly 53 per cent.

If the trends continue, the
BJP would not only beat its best
showing till date -- 127 seats in
2002, but also surpass the all-
time record set by the Congress
party in 1985, when it won 149
seats under the leadership of late
Madhavsinh Solanki.

In winning a seventh term,
the party would also equal the
Left Front's feat in West Bengal.

"Markets are seeing time-
wise correction and weak glob-
al cues are delaying the recovery.
We feel the consolidation may

continue for some time howev-
er buoyancy in the banking
pack coupled with buying in
select index majors may result in
a further rebound. 

"Meanwhile, we recom-
mend continuing with stock-
specific trading approach and
focusing on buying opportuni-
ties," said Ajit Mishra, VP -
Technical Research, Religare
Broking Ltd.

Shares were mixed in
Europe and Asia ahead of the
release of US jobless data on
Thursday and inflation numbers
on Friday. US futures turned
higher and oil prices rebound-
ed. In Asian trading, the Shan-
ghai Composite lost 0.1 per
cent, Tokyo's Nikkei 225 decli-
ned 0.4 per cent while Hong
Kong's Hang Seng rose by 3.4
per cent. Australia's S&P/ASX
200 dropped 0.8 per cent and
South Korea's Kospi declined 0.5
per cent. 

Brent crude oil gained 28
cents to USD 77.45 per barrel.

The rupee consolidated in a
narrow range and settled 3 paise
higher at 82.44 (provisional)
against the US dollar on Thurs-
day, supported by positive
domestic equities.

Foreign Institutional Inves-
tors (FIIs) were net sellers in cap-
ital markets as they offloaded
shares worth Rs 1,241.87 crore
on Wednesday, according to
exchange data. 
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Power deficit or gap between
electricity required and sup-

plied has fallen from two per
cent in April this year to 0.1 per
cent, Parliament was informed
on Thursday.

"The gap between energy
requirement and energy sup-
plied has been reduced from two
per cent to 0.1 per cent between
the month of April, 2022 and
October, 2022," Power Minister
R K Singh stated in a written
reply to Lok Sabha.

The data showed that the
deficit was 2,752 million units
(units) in April this year which
came down to 124 MU in
October, 2022.

The power deficit was 609
MU (0.4 per cent) in May, 796
MU (0.6 per cent) in June, 434
MU (0.3 per cent) in July, 465
MU (0.4 per cent) in August and
312 MU (0.2 per cent) in
September.

In another reply to the
House, the minister informed
that as on March 31, 2022, the
coal stock position was 25.6
Million Tonnes (MT), or 9 days
of stock, and it increased to 26.1
MT on September 30, 2022 and
further increased to 30.9 MT, or
11 days of stock, as on
November 30, 2022.

The coal stock available at
coal-based thermal power plants
of the country is monitored by
the Central Electricity Authority
(CEA) on a daily basis.

The minister informed that
as on November 30, 2022, there
are 75 plants (56 per cent) out
of 180 plants are having coal
stock of less than 8 days as per
their consumption pattern.

The gap between energy
requirement and energy sup-
plied has been reduced from two
per cent to 0.1 per cent between
April and October, 2022, pri-
marily on account of various
steps taken by the government,
Singh stated.

According to the draft
National Electricity Plan pub-
lished in 2022 by CEA, the pro-
jected new coal capacity addition
requirement during the period
2022-32 is 35,014 MW, which
includes under-construction
coal-based capacity totalling to
25,580 MW, Singh stated in
another reply to the House.
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The government's move to
include iron and steel prod-

ucts under the tax refund
scheme — RoDTEP — will
help Indian steel players to
expand global footprint, Union
minister Jyotiraditya Scindia
said on Thursday.

The move follows removal
of export duty on steel products
to nil effective November 19,
2022, the steel minister said
terming it a "progressive deci-
sion".

The government on Wed-
nesday extended export benefits
under the tax refund scheme to
products of iron and steel along
with chemicals, pharmaceuticals
for a specified period with a view
to boost shipments of these
goods, amidst exports growth
recording a contraction of 16.65
per cent in October.

These sectors were left out
in the earlier exercise which was

conducted in August 2021.
Under the Remission of Duties
and Taxes on Exported Products
(RoDTEP) Scheme, benefits will
be given to exports made dur-
ing December 15 this year till
September 30 next year.

"A welcome move following
the removal of export duty on
steel products. This would boost
steel exports, helping our play-
ers expand their footprint in
international markets. Thank
you, @narendramodi Ji,
@nsitharaman ji &
@PiyushGoyal Ji for the pro-
gressive decision!," he said. 
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Tata group-owned full service
carrier Air India on

Thursday said it plans to refur-
bish its legacy wide-body fleet,
comprising 40 Boeing planes, at
an investment of over USD 400
million (about Rs 3,295 crore).

The company has mandat-
ed London-based product
design companies JPA Design
and Trendworks to assist with
the cabin interior design ele-
ments of the refurbishment
exercise, the airline said in a
statement. Of the 40 planes
which are set to go for refur-
bishment, 27 are Boeing 787-
800s and 13 Boeing 777s. 

All these planes were
acquired when the airline was
under state ownership. The Tata
Group regained control of Air
India in January this year.

The first such refurbished
aircraft is expected to be in ser-
vice by mid-2024, as per the
release. With this significant
investment, Air India said it is

committed to providing its pas-
sengers with a comfortable,
modern, and technologically
advanced cabin. 

In September, the airline
announced a transformation
plan, focusing on growing both
its network and fleet, develop-
ing a completely revamped cus-
tomer proposition, improving
reliability and on-time perfor-
mance.

It also aims at taking a lead-
ership position in technology,
sustainability, and innovation, as
well as aggressively investing in
the best industry talent. 

Air India said as part of the
refurbishment exercise, it will
carry out a complete overhaul of
existing cabin interiors, includ-
ing the addition of latest gener-
ation seats and best in-class
inflight entertainment across
all classes. 

In addition, the refurbish-
ment will see the introduction of
premium economy cabins on
both fleets, it said, adding that
first class cabins will also be

retained on the Boeing 777
planes.

"We are working closely
with partners to accelerate the
refit process as fast as possible
and, in the meantime, leasing in
at least 11 new widebody aircraft
with brand new interiors to
improve our offering at the ear-
liest opportunity," Air India
Managing Director and Chief
Executive Officer Campbell
Wilson said.

After announcing it will
lease 30 planes, including five
Boeing 777 in September this
year, the airline earlier this week
disclosed its plans to add on
lease six more Boeing 777s in its
fleet.

"The complete interior
refurbishment entails signifi-
cant regulatory and engineering
preparation, which commenced
earlier this year. This lengthy but
necessary process, and the time
required to manufacture seats, is
expected to lead to the first air-
craft entering service in mid-
2024," it said. 
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Ayurveda products and ser-
vices have a fast-growing

market in the West with
increased awareness about their
holistic solutions to various
health challenges, say partici-
pants at the Arogya Expo organ-
ised as part of the four-day
World Ayurveda Congress
(WAC) which began here on
Thursday.

"Now is the time for Ayur-
veda. More and more people in
the West are becoming aware of
the vital role of traditional
healthcare systems in keeping
the world healthy," says Raitis
Bullits, Chief Executive Officer,
Alveda, a platform that connects
people across continents with
leading Ayurveda practitioners
in India.

"Initially many in the West
were sceptical about the tradi-
tional health solutions. It was so
when the yoga and meditation
came to the west. Many initial-
ly thought that these were asso-
ciated with a particular faith sys-
tem. But these misgivings even-
tually gave way to acceptance.

The same is true of Ayurveda as
well," said Bullits, who is from
Switzerland.

Noting that the Union 
ministry of Ayush has been
doing "an amazing job" in 
popularising Ayurveda in India
and abroad, Bullits said this 
edition of WAC especially will
put across the message effec-
tively.

A major theme that the 9th
edition of WAC and Arogya
Expo is leveraging the potential
of this time-tested wellness sys-
tem in boosting immunity of the
society as a whole by going for
completely side-effect free health
products, said Poonam Dabhol-
kar, Product Manager, Shree
Dhootapapeshwar Ltd, a leading
Ayurveda institution.

"Apart from scholarly delib-
erations, this conclave will help
give a fair idea about Ayurveda
to common people and remove
many a misconception. This is
a scientific system that is entire-
ly 'granthoktha' (text-based) and
which has proved its efficacy for
centuries. This message is being
clearly put out by WAC," said
Dabholkar.
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Consumer electronics maker
Samsung on Thursday said

it will partner with startups
working on technologies around
the government's Digital India
stack, to accelerate its digital
journey in the country.

The company is inviting
startups to collaborate on tech-
nologies which include UPI,
DigiLocker, Open Network for
Digital Commerce (ONDC),
Open Credit Enablement
Network (OCEN), and Unified
Health Interface (UHI) among
others, a statement issued by
Samsung said.

As part of this, startups will
partner with Samsung's R&D
centres and business units in
India on domains such as wal-
let, health, and fitness, where
products and services will be
integrated with the company's
ecosystem, it added.

It will also provide funding
support to some of these star-
tups, helping them to scale with
their solution.

The South Korean major
held a Startup Collab event in
Bengaluru earlier this week,

where around 25 startups from
across India interacted with its
leadership.

"Samsung's R&D centres
and business units in India will
work closely with startups to co-
build solutions for a specific
product or service that has the
potential to be integrated with
Samsung's product ecosystem,"
it said.

The company's engineers,
who work on domains such as
Artificial Intelligence, machine
learning, Internet of Things
(IoT), big data, metaverse, will
also provide these startups with

technical mentorship as well as
guidance in protecting their
intellectual property, wherever
relevant, it added.

Samsung R&D Institute
Bengaluru Managing Director
Dipesh Shah said: "The
Government's Digital India
stack is revolutionary, and has
the potential to transform the
way many sectors work. We wish
to collaborate with startups who
have cutting-edge technologies
in this space, which, when inte-
grated with the Samsung ecosys-
tem, can transform the lives of
people, our consumers." 
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India has achieved 165.94GW
of renewable energy capacity

till October as against the target
of 175GW by 2022, Parliament
was informed on Thursday.

"Against the target of
achieving 175 GW of Renewable
Energy installed capacity by
2022, a total of 165.94 GW of
renewable energy capacity
(including large hydro) has been
installed in the country as on
October 31, 2022," Power and
New & Renewable Energy

Minister R K Singh stated in a
written reply to Lok Sabha on
Thursday.

A capacity of 76.13 GW (of
renewables) is under various
stages of implementation and a
capacity of 36.44 GW is under
various stages of bidding, Singh
informed the House.

In line with the Prime
Minister's announcement at
COP26, the Ministry of New
and Renewable Energy is work-
ing towards achieving 500 GW
of installed electricity capacity
from non-fossil sources by 2030.

Singh further elaborated
that so far, a total of 172.72 GW
capacity from non-fossil fuel-
based energy resources has been
installed in the country as on
October 31, 2022, which
includes 119.09 GW Renewable
Energy, 46.85 GW Large Hydro
and 6.78 GW Nuclear Power
capacity.

This has a share of 42.26 per
cent of total installed generation
capacity in the country i.E.
408.71 GW as on October, 31,
2022.
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Aday after the RBI raised the
benchmark lending rate by

35 basis points, Kotak Mahindra
Bank Managing Director Uday
Kotak on Thursday said the cen-
tral bank may go for one more
rate hike to bring inflation below
its upper tolerance level of 6 per
cent.

Yesterday, the RBI indicat-
ed that it wants inflation to be
within the band first and then
move towards the target of 4 per
cent, Kotak said at the CII
Global Economic Policy Summit
2022.

"My sense is that there could
be one more rate hike and that
may be the time for thinking
about a pivot, but we got to
watch very closely the data, and
maybe around 6.5 per cent as it
looks today, subject to what hap-
pens to the world, subject to
what happens to oil, subject to
what happens to many other
things," he said.

Kotak further said the US
Federal Reserve's decision on
interest rates this month will be
a signal for other central banks.

"I think that is going to be
a very crucial signal about what
is the interest rate trajectory in
the largest market and the largest

pool of money in the world,
which is the US," he said.

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) Wednesday hiked the key
repo rate by 35 basis points to
6.25 per cent, the fifth straight
increase since May.

In all, the RBI has raised the
benchmark rate by 2.25 per
cent since May this year.

On the potential of the
Indian economy, Kotak said the
country has become the fifth
largest in the world at about
USD 3.2 trillion and has huge
potential.

There are opportunities to
move up the ladder, to be among
the top three in the world, and
its realisation would depend on
certain metrics, including eco-
nomic performance in terms of
absolute GDP and absolute per
capita income instead of the PPP
comparison, he said.
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The Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways

(MoRTH) will launch India's
first-ever surety bonds insurance
product on December 19 to
boost liquidity in the infra-
structure sector, Union minister
Nitin Gadkari said on Thursday.

Addressing an event organ-
ised by industry body CII,
Gadkari said Indian highways
infrastructure is developing at a
rapid pace.

"On December 19, our min-
istry is launching India's first-
ever surety bond insurance
product...That is going to give a
good relief to the contractors,"
he said.

Surety bonds are different
from corporate bonds and finan-
cial guarantees.

While surety bonds refer to
the performance or delivery
obligation to complete the
insured project, the corporate
bonds refer to financial obliga-
tion to repay the debts or loans.

"The surety bonds will help
in boosting the liquidity in the
infrastructure sector by freeing
the contractors working capital
stuck in bank guarantees.

"Contractors can utilise
these funds for growth of their
business," the road transport and
highways minister said.

Gadkari said he wants to
launch a mass rapid transport
system on electricity.

"I want to launch 30 funic-
ular railway system projects in
Ladakh and Leh," he said.

The minister said that the
most economic viable sector
today in India is highway con-
struction sector.

"To work on the highway
sector is not a charity, it is real-
ly a good profitable sector,"
Gadkari, who is known for his
frank views, said.

The minister, however,
lamented that he has not
achieved decent success in
reducing road accidents and
basic problem is faulty road
engineering.
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The rupee consolidated in a
narrow range and settled 3

paise higher at 82.44 (provi-
sional) against the US dollar on
Thursday, supported by positive
domestic equities.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local unit
opened at 82.34 and touched an
intra-day high of 82.26 and a low
of 82.47 against the greenback.

It finally settled at 82.44, reg-
istering a rise of 3 paise over its
previous close of 82.47.

"Rupee consolidated in a
narrow range even after the RBI
raised rates by another 35 bps.
It lowered its FY23 GDP forecast
to 6.8 per cent from 7 per cent,"
said Gaurang Somaiya, Forex &
Bullion Analyst, Motilal Oswal
Financial Services.

"We expect the USD-INR
(Spot) to trade sideways and
quote in the range of 82.20 and
82.80," he added.

Meanwhile, the dollar index,
which gauges the greenback's
strength against a basket of six
currencies, advanced 0.29 per
cent to 105.40.
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SENSEX SNAPS 4-SESSION LOSING RUN
AFTER BJP’S RECORD SHOWING IN GUJ

��
"	���������������'���������
���"!

'����	���	�%�$�/
��������+	���
���

	���)"�������������� �"#����!�� )�#"
���0������"������<�����*!�� 
$������!��"����8�4��#��� �#���
��� ��

�"!�����	
�<�!�
��������
�
��@A0BB���	
��:�������



44��	���
�����
���
�������
��������

���� �.��

The Netherlands will be bid-
ding to "change" the mem-

ories from their semi-final loss
on penalties in 2014 when they
face Argentina again at the
World Cup on Friday, said for-
ward Memphis Depay.

One of the tournament's
most storied rivalries will add
another chapter in the quarter-
final clash at Lusail Stadium,
eight years after Louis van Gaal's
side were a shootout away from
reaching the final in Brazil.

Depay was a unused substi-
tute that day, but is expected to
start this time around.

"In 2014 I was there and
things ended slightly different-
ly (to how we wanted) but I'd
like to change that now," the
Barcelona forward told a pre-
match press conference.

A semi-final place against
Brazil or Croatia is up for grabs
and Van Gaal, back in charge for
a third spell, knows his team will
need to step up.

"The tournament is actual-
ly starting tomorrow for real for
us, although of course I don’t
want to downplay the impor-
tance of other countries we
were able to beat," he said.

"But Argentina and Brazil,
who we will possibly play in the
next round, are quite different to
the teams we beat in the group
stage and last 16."

The last time the two teams
met in a World Cup quarter-
final in 1998, the Netherlands
won thanks to a memorable late
winning goal by Dennis
Bergkamp.

"It was an amazing moment
for the country and what a
goal," said Depay.

"The game will be decided
on moments in the game. So if
we believe we can catch a
moment we can go through."

Seven-time Ballon d'Or
winner Lionel Messi is hoping to
finally end his wait for a World
Cup title with Argentina, after
losing the final to Germany in
extra time eight years ago.

The Paris Saint-Germain
star has dazzled in Qatar and the
Dutch will have to nullify his
affect on the game.

"We're not going to reveal
our tactics to you (about stop-
ping Messi). It would be pretty
stupid to reveal your own tac-
tics," Van Gaal told reporters.

"But it's not difficult to
come up with an answer, you
want to block and close the pass-
ing lines."

The 71-year-old Van Gaal
returned to coaching after a five-
year absence in 2021 to lead the
Netherlands at the World Cup.

He will stand down after the
tournament, but would not rule
out taking another job.

"If I'm presented with a
wonderful opportunity, say a
country with a great challenge,
it could well be that I continue
to work as a coach for a bit.

"I'm 71, of course I look
marvellous, I look young."
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Brazil head into Friday's
World Cup quarter-final
against Croatia brimming

with confidence after Neymar's
return inspired a performance
laced with swagger and arro-
gance in the last 16.

Their eye-catching 4-1 vic-
tory against South Korea, which
featured goals by Vinicius Junior,
Richarlison and Lucas Paqueta
as well as a Neymar penalty, sent
out an ominous message to
their rivals in Qatar.

The football, for 45 minutes
at least, was free-flowing and full
of joy, the players celebrating
their goals by showing off their
dance moves and even getting
Tite, their 61-year-old coach, to
join in.

So thrilling were the Selecao
at Doha's Stadium 974 that
their performance drew com-
parisons in some quarters with
the very best and most entertain-
ing Brazil sides, from the 1970
team of Pele to the 1982 vintage
led by Socrates.

Yet it was just one game, and
it came after the five-time cham-
pions scored just three goals in
three group matches and also
lost to Cameroon, their first
defeat in the opening round at
a World Cup since 1998.

Brazil will surely settle for a
simple victory without the exhi-
bition football when they take on
2018 runners-up Croatia at
Education City Stadium, mind-
ful of results at recent World
Cups.

Since they won their fifth
title in 2002, Brazil have gone out
each time to European oppo-
nents, including a 7-1 humilia-

tion at the hands of Germany on
home soil in 2014 and a defeat
by Belgium four years ago in
Russia.

Neymar returned to the
starting line-up for the last 16
after suffering an ankle injury in
the opening 2-0 victory over
Serbia, while the return of
Danilo at left-back was almost
significant.

Tite has lost another full-
back, Alex Telles, for the rest of
the tournament but another,
Alex Sandro, is training again
and hopes to be back.

If that is the case then
Danilo will switch over to right-
back and Eder Militao should
drop out of the side.

Croatia made it to the final
four years ago after being 
taken to extra time in three con-
secutive matches and they
required an extra half hour as

well as penalties to get the bet-
ter of Japan in the last 16 on
Monday.

The fear now is that this
game might be a step too far for
Zlatko Dalic's resilient side, who
have much the same spine as
four years ago and are still led by
the 37-year-old Luka Modric.

"I think everyone in the
world knows the value of Luka
Modric. He's our leader, our best
player, and we're proud to have
him on the field," said Mateo
Kovacic.

"We are accustomed to very
tough physical games in the
Premier League and that's some-
thing that we want to show
against Brazil," the Chelsea play-
er added.

"We want to show our tech-
nical quality too but we want to
show our physical quality in
every duel and in possession."
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Brazil coach Tite has hit
back at criticism of his

players' dancing goal celebra-
tions in their World Cup win
over South Korea, dismissing
suggestions they showed a lack
of respect.

The tournament favourites
produced some carnival foot-
ball as they crushed the
Koreans 4-1 on Monday and
celebrated their goals with
choreographed moves, while
even Tite himself joined in at
one point.

The celebrations divided
opinion outside Brazil and the
dancing by Neymar and his
teammates has been one of the
main talking points going into
Friday's quarter-final clash with
Croatia in Doha.

"This is not my national
team. It is the Brazilian nation-
al team for which I have
responsibility as coach," Tite
said when asked about the cel-
ebrations at a press conference
on Thursday.

"I am sorry for people who

don't know the history and cul-
ture of Brazil and our way of
being."

The 61-year-old, who is at
his second World Cup as Brazil
coach and is set to step down
at the end of the tournament,
hinted that he was not comfort-
able joining in the dancing but
admitted he wanted to have a
connection with his players.

While Neymar and full-
back Danilo returned from
ankle injuries to play against
South Korea, Brazil have been
sweating on the fitness of Alex
Sandro for the meeting with
Croatia.

The Juventus left-back has
missed the past two games in
Qatar with a muscle injury.

"It looks unlikely that he
will play because he has not yet
done enough work on the
training ground," Tite admitted,
adding that a decision would be
taken after Thursday's session.

If Alex Sandro cannot play,
Danilo will continue at left-
back, with Real Madrid's Eder
Militao, usually a centre-back,
again filling in on the right.

He helped Spain reach the last four
of the Nations League twice, including
this season and last year, when it lost
the final to France.

He also led Spain to the semifinals
of the European Championship last
year, losing to Italy in a penalty
shootout.

Luis Enrique's contract ended after
the World Cup. The former Barcelona
player and coach had said moments
after the loss to Morocco that he
would take some time to rest before
starting talks with the federation about
his future. He said he would have liked
to stay with the national team "forev-
er," but knew that it might not be pos-
sible.

De la Fuente is expected to make
his debut with the senior team when
Spain resumes playing in qualifying for
Euro 2024 in March next year.
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Luis Enrique was replaced by Luis de
la Fuente as Spain's coach on

Thursday, two days after the national
team was eliminated in the round of 16
at the World Cup.

Spain lost to Morocco 3-0 in a
penalty shootout after a scoreless draw
in regular and extra time.

The Spanish football federation
thanked Luis Enrique, but said it was
time to "start a new project" to keep the
growth achieved by the coach in recent
years. It said the change was made after
a recommendation by its sporting
officials.

The 61-year-old De la Fuente, a for-
mer left back with Sevilla and Athletic
Bilbao, helped Spain's under-19 squad
win the European Championship in
2015, and the under-21 team win

Euro 2019. He also coached Spain's
squad, which won a silver medal at the
Tokyo Olympic Games.

De la Fuente had coached the
senior national team once, when youth
players were used in a friendly against
Lithuania because the main squad
had to go into isolation because of the
coronavirus.

Other candidates who had been
considered besides De la Fuente, who
was Spain's under-21 coach, included
former Belgium manager Roberto
Martínez and former Athletic Bilbao
coach Marcelino García Toral.

Luis Enrique took over the nation-
al team in 2018 to start revamping the
squad after its elimination in the round
of 16 of the World Cup in Russia. He
temporarily left because of the illness
and eventual death of his young daugh-
ter, but returned in 2019.
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Croatia coach Zlatko Dalic
hailed his country's new

generation of players just for
making it to the World Cup
quarter-finals but skipper Luka
Modric believes they can pull off
a shock result against tourna-
ment favourites Brazil.

The Croatians have fol-
lowed their remarkable run to
the final in Russia in 2018 by
reaching the last eight at this
year's tournament in Qatar after
qualifying from their group
ahead of Belgium and then
ousting Japan on penalties in the
last 16. Only four of the players

who started the defeat in the
final against France four years
ago, including Modric, were in
the line-up at kick-off against
Japan, while the emerging star
of the new team is 20-year-old
centre-back Josko Gvardiol.

"This is a new national
team. We have 18 new players
who were not here four years
ago," Dalic said of his squad on

the eve of the showdown with
Brazil in Doha. "In 2018 we had
a national team that had been
playing together for 10 years.
They were playing in the best
leagues and for the best clubs.

"We need time to mature
but I believe that for us to be
here at this World Cup among
the best eight teams in the
world is tremendous."

Croatia, a country of just
four million people, has now
made it to at least the quarter-
finals three times in six appear-
ances at the World Cup.

However, beating Brazil
may be a step too far for a team
led by a 37-year-old Modric and

who were taken to the draining
experience of extra time and
then penalties by Japan.

"I agree that we did a great
thing by getting to the quarter-
finals but regardless of that we
would like to do more," said
Modric, who will come up
against his Real Madrid team-
mates Vinicius Junior, Rodrygo
and Eder Militao in the match
at Education City Stadium.

"We know that the greatest
match is ahead of us. Brazil are
always favourites. We have to be
ourselves.

"I believe that big things are
possible but the only prerequi-
site is that we give our best."

team during the stay in Qatar,"
said the federation.

"Every day Ronaldo is
building up a unique track
record at the service of the
national team and the country,
which must be respected."

The FPF said Ronaldo's
appearance against Switzerland
was a further demonstration of
his commitment to the cause.

Ronaldo is the most-
capped Portuguese player and
the top men's international
goalscorer of all time.

Portugal face Morocco on
Saturday in the quarter-finals,
where Ramos may again get
the nod over Ronaldo.

The five-time Ballon d'Or
winner did not train with the
other substitutes on Wednes-
day after the game, instead tak-
ing part in a gym session
alongside the starters against
Switzerland.
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The Portuguese Football
Federation (FPF) on

Thursday denied Cristiano
Ronaldo threatened to aban-
don the World Cup squad
after being benched against
Switzerland.

The 37-year-old striker
was surprisingly dropped for
the last 16 clash on Tuesday,
with his replacement Goncalo
Ramos netting a hat-trick in
the 6-1 victory.

Ronaldo appeared from
the bench, but a report from
Portuguese publication Record
said the striker had previous-
ly threatened to leave in a tense
conversation with coach
Fernando Santos.

"The FPF clarifies that at
no time did the captain of the
Selecao, Cristiano Ronaldo,
threaten to leave the national
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Germany coach Hansi Flick
will keep his job and lead

the team at Euro 2024 despite
their crushing World Cup dis-
appointment, the German
Football Association (DFB) said
on Wednesday.

"We have full confidence in
Hansi Flick that he will master
this challenge together with his
team," Bernd Neuendorf, pres-
ident of the DFB, said in a state-
ment after a crisis meeting with
Flick.

The move means Flick, 57,
will get the chance to seek re-
demption at the Euros on home
soil in Germany.

"My coaching team and I are
optimistic about the European
Championship in our own

country," Flick said.
"We as a team can achieve

much more than we showed in
Qatar. We missed a great oppor-
tunity there," he added.

"We will learn our lessons
from this."

Flick took over as Germany
coach from former mentor
Joachim Loew after the Euro-
pean Championship in 2021.

He had previously served as
deputy to Loew in Germany's
2014 World Cup triumph as well
as leading Bayern Munich to a
treble in 2020.

He made a flying start to the
job with eight wins, leaving
Germany confident heading
into the tournament in Qatar.

However, the four-time
World Cup winners crashed
out in the group stages after los-
ing to Japan in their opening
game.

Flick had said on the night
that he wanted to remain in the
job and see out his contract.
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England forward Raheem Sterling is to return
to the World Cup in Qatar on Friday after

spending time in England following a robbery at
his home, England's Football Association said on
Thursday.

"Raheem Sterling will return to England's
World Cup base in Qatar. The Chelsea forward
temporarily left to attend to a family matter but
is now expected to rejoin the squad in Al
Wakrah on Friday ahead of the quarter-final with
France," the FA said in a statement.

Sterling did not feature in England's squad for

the 3-0 win against Senegal with Phil Foden and
Bukayo Saka playing either side of striker Harry
Kane.

It would be a surprise should Sterling be
picked to start against France although his return
does increase manager Gareth Southgate's options
from the bench.

British media reports had said that Sterling's
home was broken into by armed intruders while
his family were in the property on Saturday night.

However, Surrey Police later said that no-one
was at home at the time of the burglary and no
threats of violence were involved.

The police said the house's occupants were
away on an 'international trip' and discovered on
their return that a number of items of jewellery,
including watches, had been stolen.

Southgate had been supportive of Sterling's
decision to leave the camp and return to England.

"At the moment clearly the priority is for him
to be with his family. We're going to support that
and leave him to have as much time as he needs,"
he had said.

Sterling has been a key player for England dur-
ing Southgate's six years in charge.

The 28-year-old has 20 goals in 81 caps for
his country, including one at the 2022 World Cup
in a 6-2 victory over Iran.
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Argentina's Lionel Scaloni is
the youngest coach at this

World Cup, but the 44-year-old
intends to prove his relative
inexperience is no obstacle
against Louis van Gaal and the
Netherlands in Friday's quar-
ter-final.

Having witnessed first-
hand Argentina's World Cup
campaign unravel in 2018 as
the assistant to Jorge Sampaoli,
Scaloni was not an obvious
choice to take over the top job
in the wake of a last-16 exit.

Without any previous
senior head coach experience,
Scaloni was initially appointed
on an interim basis as the
Argentine federation searched
for Sampaoli's successor, but he
eventually earned a permanent
deal — recently extended to
2026.

He brushed off the disap-
proval from those who felt he
lacked the qualifications to
lead the two-time world cham-
pions, but Scaloni also had to
win over the trust of the play-

ers. Scaloni did just that by
helping end Argentina's 28-
year trophy drought with vic-
tory at the 2021 Copa America
after a 1-0 win over hosts
Brazil in the final.

He succeeded where the
likes of Daniel Passarella,
Marcelo Bielsa, Alejandro
Sabella and Gerardo Martino
did not, without also forgetting
Diego Maradona's colourful,
but unfruitful two-year spell in
charge.

Awaiting Scaloni and
Argentina next are a Dutch
side led by a coach he already
idolised when he was still a
player.

"I was at Deportivo La
Coruna when he was Barce-
lona coach and he was already
an leading figure, I'm proud to
take him on, everyone knows
what he's done for football,"
said Scaloni of the 71-year-old
Van Gaal, the oldest coach at
this tournament.

Scaloni was actually part of
the Deportivo side that pipped
Van Gaal's Barcelona to the
Spanish league title in 2000.

BRAZIL HOPING TO
DANCE PAST CROATIA
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The build-up to the series
has been far from ideal
but the Indian women's

cricket team will be keen to
give a tough time to the all-
conquering Australia in the
five-match T20 rubber begin-
ning here at Dr DY Patil
sports academy in Navi
Mumbai on Friday.

With two months go for
the T20 World Cup in South
Africa, the Harmanpreet
Kaur-led side should also
exactly know where they stand
following the five games.

Head coach Ramesh
Powar was suddenly sacked
three days before the series
opener.

Former India batter
Hrishikesh Kanitkar is now in
charge of the support staff as
the designated batting coach.

India managed to win the
Asia Cup in October though
they were guilty of experi-
menting a tad too much which
cost them a league game
against Pakistan.

In the recent past, India
have managed to compete
against the mighty Australia
but failed to get over the line.
One such case was their last
meeting in the Common-
wealth Games final in August
when India threw it away
after a blinder from Harman-
preet in the run chase.

The batting has a settled
look with star batter Smriti
Mandhana expected to score

the bulk of the runs.
Her opening partner

Shafali Verma, who will lead
in the U-19 World Cup next
month, will be put under
pressure by the Australian
pacers considering her weak-
ness against the short ball.

Jemimah Rodrigues has
shown good form ever since
returning to the national side.
While skipper Harmanpreet
too has regained consistency.
Harleen Deol and Yastika
Bhatia have made a comeback
after their prolific run in the
Challenger Trophy.

Leg-spin bowling all-
rounder Devika Vaidya has
made a return to the T20 side
after eight years.

Her presence lends variety
to the spin attack full of left-
armers and offies.

Renuka Thakur has been

the standout pacer for the
team over the past six months
and she would be hoping for
support from uncapped left-
arm seamer Anjali Sarvani.

Australia, who will be led
by Alyssa Healy in Meg
Lanning's absence, too have
fresh faces in the line-up.
Expectations are high from
19-year-old batter Phoebe
Litchfield who is expected to
fill the retired Rachael Haynes'
shoes. 

The southpaw had spent a
lot of time with Mandhana
during the WBBL last year.

Ex-Ireland pacer Kim
Garth and Heather Graham
are also expected to make
their Australia debut.

Lanning is not part of the
touring party as she has taken
an indefinite break from the
game.
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Former coach Madan Lal on
Thursday lashed out at India

following their ODI series loss
in Bangladesh, saying the team
lacked "intensity and passion"
and was heading in the wrong
direction.

India lost to Bangladesh by
five runs in the second ODI in
Mirpur on Wednesday to con-
cede the series 0-2 after having
suffered a one-wicket defeat in
the first ODI.

"Definitely the Indian team
is not going in the right direc-
tion. I have not seen the inten-
sity in the team off late. I have
not seen 'Josh' in them in the
last couple of years," Lal said.

"They are not looking like
an Indian team at all. That pas-
sion of playing for the country
is missing. Either their bodies
are too tired or they are just
going through the motions.
And this is a serious concern."

Deepak Chahar, who has
been bothered by injuries this
year, couldn't complete his
quota of overs during the sec-
ond ODI. The Indian players

are dealing with fitness issues
with star pacer Jasprit Bumrah
and all-rounder Ravindra
Jadeja too out of the team
owing to injuries.

Highlighting fitness issue
of players, skipper Rohit
Sharma on Wednesday said
that India "can't have guys
coming in to play for the coun-
try half-fit."

Referring to Rohit's obser-
vation, Lal, who is a member of
the 1983 World Cup winning
team, said: "It is a very sad
thing. If the captain is saying
this then something is wrong
somewhere."

"Who is responsible for
this? Are trainers responsible
for this? Why are unfit players
going? You are playing interna-
tional cricket and the result is
in front of you.

"If they want to take rest
they can take rest during IPL
matches. Your country comes
first. If you are not going to win
ICC trophies, your nation's
cricket is going to go down."

Lal put the blame on top-
order batters for India's not-so-
impressive performance in

recent times.
"If you see the record, how

many centuries they (seniors)
have scored in the last three
years? And how many in the
last one year? With age factor,
your hand-eye coordination
slows down.

"But they are experienced
players and they should have
performed. If your top order
does not perform you are not
going to win."

The 71-year-old former
all-rounder also pulled up the
bowlers for their lack of inten-
sity. "Your bowling unit has
become very weak suddenly. It
looks like they are not going to
get any wickets. After 69 for 6,
Bangladesh managed to score
271. So what is all this going
on?"

Asked if there was a need
to have different players for dif-
ferent formats, Lal said: "Every
country is playing like that.
Must have specialised cricketers
for different formats. Why not
have different players for differ-
ent formats? All countries are
doing it and India should also
do the same."
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Australia's stand-in skipper
Alyssa Healy is excited to

lead the team in a five-match
T20I series in India, a country
which has a special place for her
as she scored her maiden inter-
national century here four years
ago.

The wicketkeeper, who also
opens the batting, notched her
first international hundred dur-
ing Australia's 2018 tour of
India, when she scored a 115-

ball 133 in a 97-run win in the
third ODI in Vadodara.

"It's a great place to travel.
For me personally, it's nice to be
back here. The place holds
nice memories; the maiden
hundred will last a lifetime,"
Healy said on the eve of their
five-match T20I series opener
here.

For both the teams, the
series will start the countdown
to the T20 World Cup in South
Africa in February next year.

In their last meeting,

Australia defeated India en
route to the Commonwealth
Games gold medal in
Birmingham.

"I'm really excited to play
against a quality side. It's great
to be back, it's been a long time
we have been here. It's exciting
to me as the captain," said
Healy who has taken over the
reins after regular skipper Meg
Lanning took an indefinite per-
sonal break.

"We are obviously aware of
the danger of power they

(India) possess, so it's great for
cricket as well. We know we are
in for a battle."

Captaincy is an added
responsibility but she's relishing
every bit of it.

"It's an added challenge,
opening, wicket-keeping and
captaining. But I love high
pressure situations, it's about
managing workloads. I'm for-
tunate to have good leaders,
whom I can lean on. I don't
have any ego when it comes to
leadership."
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Marnus Labuschagne and
Travis Head posted un-

beaten centuries in a 199-run
stand to lead Australia to 330-3
against West Indies at stumps on
day one Thursday of the second
cricket Test. Labuschagne scored
his third century in as many inn-
ings against West Indies and was
120 not out at Adelaide Oval.

Head was 114 not out after
making his first test century on
his home ground in the day-
night match.

Both teams made injury-
enforced changes following
Australia's 164-run win in the
series-opener in Perth last week-
end. Marquino Mindley, one of
three changes for the depleted
West Indies, left the field with a
hamstring strain after bowling
just two overs on debut.

The Australians got on top
early after stand-in captain Steve
Smith won the toss and opted to
bat first. Usman Khawaja shared
a 34-run opening stand with
David Warner (21) and 95 with
Labuschagne for the second
wicket before his dismissal for 62
triggered the only slight wobble
in Australia's innings.

Part-time seamer Devon
Thomas was the unlikely bowler
to break the second-wicket

stand, trapping Khawaja lbw
from around the wicket on the
first ball of the 42nd over.

Khawaja was given out and
immediately reviewed the deci-
sion, but the third umpire con-
firmed the dismissal and
Australia was 129-2.

In the next over, former
skipper Jason Holder took a
return catch off his own bowl-
ing to dismiss Smith for a duck
as Australia lost two wickets for
two runs in 11 deliveries.

But Labuschagne and Head
counter-attacked in quick time,
restoring Australia's dominance.

Labuschagne cut Thomas to
the point boundary to raise his
10th century in his 30th test, and
third in succession in this series
following his 204 and 104 not
out in Perth.

Head was next, reaching
triple figures for the fifth time in
a test with a driven boundary
through mid-off, continuing his
dominance through the off-
side. His century came off 125
deliveries and contained 10
boundaries.

West Indies skipper Kraigg
Brathwaite cycled through seven
bowlers in pursuit of a wicket on
a pitch that favored the bat, with
only Joseph (1-81), Holder (1-
42) and Thomas (1-43) getting
any rewards.
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India A put themselves in a com-
manding position by posting a mam-

moth first-innings total of 562 and then
reducing Bangladesh A to 49 for two
at stumps on the third day of the sec-
ond unofficial Test match here on
Thursday.

Still ahead by 261 runs, the visitors
will look for an innings victory on the
final day. At the close of the penultimate
day's play, Shadman Islam was batting
on 22, while Mominul Haque was on
4.

Zakir Hasan, who got a maiden
call-up in the upcoming first Test
against India, was out for 12, while
Mahmudul Hasan Joy was dismissed

for 10. Saurabh Kumar (1/10) and
Umesh Yadav (1/16) were the wicket
takers for India A.

Earlier, resuming their first innings
at 324 for five, skipper Abhimanyu
Easwaran (157) added 13 runs to his
overnight score while Jayant Yadav
made 83. Saurabh smashed a 39-ball 55
and Navdeep Saini scored an unbeat-
en 50 off 68 deliveries as India A tailen-
ders gave a good account of themselves
to propel the side to 562 for nine before
declaring. Jayant decorated his 150-ball
stay with 10 boundaries while Saurabh
hit seven fours and two hits over the
fence during his entertaining knock.

Saini struck five fours and two sixes
during his half-century.

Right-arm pacer Mushfiq Hasan

(3/129) and left-arm spinner Hasan
Murad (3/145) picked up three wick-
ets apiece for Bangladesh A.

Pacer Sumon Khan (2/119) also
chipped in with a couple of wickets.

Bangladesh A will have to bat out
of their skin to save the match as India
A have a full day's play to dislodge the
remaining eight wickets.
Brief scores:

Bangladesh A 1st Innings 252, 49
for 2 in 30 overs (Shadman Islam 22 not
out; Saurabh Kumar 1/10) vs India A
1st Innings 562/9 declared in 147.1
overs (Abhimanyu Easwaran 157,
Jayant Yadav 83, Saurabh Kumar 55,
Kona Bharat 77, Cheteshwar Pujara 52,
Navdeep Saini 50 not out; Musfik
Hasan 3/129, Hasan Murad 3/145).
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England brought in fast
bowler Mark Wood and

shrugged off Pakistan's attempt
to make the Multan pitch
friendlier for spin in the second
Test from Friday.

Wood was the only change
England made after its land-
mark, 74-run win in the first
Test at Rawalpindi on Monday.

Wood replaced allrounder
Liam Livingstone, who
returned home after injuring his
knee during the first Test.
“Having someone in your squad
who can bowl at 150 kph is a

massive bonus for any team,”
England captain Ben Stokes
said of Wood on Thursday.

“Having someone of this
caliber and what he brings, the
way in which he bowls, is going
to be massive for us. He is going
to add to our ability to take 20
wickets.”

Wood hasn't played a test
since March when he sustained
an elbow injury. He missed the
entire English county season
and returned to international
cricket during England's seven-
match T20 series in Pakistan in
September. But a hip injury
sidelined him from the climax

of the triumphant T20 World
Cup campaign in Australia.

Ollie Pope was retained
behind the wickets after replac-
ing an ill Ben Foakes for the first
Test. Pope scored a century and
made six catches and a stump-
ing. Stokes stressed Foakes
remained their prime gloves-
man but at the moment Pope's
role as a batter and wicketkeep-
er perfectly suited the team
combination. “The perfor-
mance that Popey put in was
outstanding,” Stokes said. “To
stand behind the stumps for the
amount of time that he did after
scoring a hundred and then

standing in the field . . .
Especially as someone who's
not used to doing that role.”

With Shaheen Afridi inju-
red and out of the entire three-
match series, Pakistan's bowl-
ing resources were further
depleted when paceman Haris
Rauf was ruled out of the
remaining two Tests after injur-
ing his right thigh during his
debut Test at Rawalpindi.

“We are facing injury prob-
lems because most of our fast
bowlers are playing in all the
three formats and that is very
tough on them,” Pakistan cap-
tain Babar Azam said.
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Nagpur, Delhi, Dharamsala
and Ahmedabad have been

chosen as the venues for the
much awaited four-Test series
between India and Australia
from February 9 to March 13.

The BCCI on Thursday
announced the schedule for the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy as well
as the limited overs home series
against Sri Lanka and New
Zealand in January-February.

The Test series will be part
of the World Test Championship
cycle.

"This will also be the last
edition of the Border-Gavaskar
Trophy which will be a 4-match
Test series feature," said the
BCCI in a statement with the
two teams battling out in a
five-match series thereafter.

The VCA Stadium in
Jamtha will host the opening
Test from February 9-13 before
the caravan moves to Delhi for
the second Test from February
17-21.

There is a week's gap
between the second and third

Test which takes place in
Dharamsala from March 1-5.

The final game of the series
will be played at the Narendra
Modi Stadium in Ahmedabad
from March 9-13.

The two teams will also play
a three-match ODI series with
the games being played at
Mumbai, Vizag and Chennai on
March 17, 19 and 22 respective-
ly.

January will see India host

Sri Lanka and New Zealand for
limited overs series comprising
three ODIs and three T20s each.

Sri Lanka will be the first
team to visit with the T20Is
scheduled in Mumbai, Pune
and Rajkot on January 3, 5 
and 7.

The subsequent ODIs will
be played in Guwahati, Kolkata
and Trivandrum on January 10,
12 and 15.

After a two-day gap, the

hosts take on New Zealand in a
three-match ODI series with the
games to be played at
Hyderabad, Raipur and Indore
on January 18, 21 and 24.

The following T20Is will be
played in Ranchi, Lucknow and
Ahmedabad on January 27, 29
and February 1.
T20Is versus Sri Lanka: 1st T20I
(Jan 3, Mumbai); 2nd T20I (Jan
5, Pune); 3rd T20I (Jan 7,
Rajkot); ODIs vs Sri Lanka: 1st
ODI (Jan 10, Guwahati); 2nd
ODI (Jan 12, Kolkata); 3rd ODI
(Jan 15; Trivandrum).
ODIs versus New Zealand: 1st
ODI (Jan 18, Hyderabad); 2nd
ODI (Jan 21, Raipur); 3rd ODI
(Jan 24, Indore); T20Is versus
NZ: 1st T20I (Jan 27, Ranchi);
2nd T20I (Jan 29, Lucknow); 3rd
T20I (Feb 1; Ahmedabad).
Tests versus Australia: 1st Test
(Feb 9-13; Nagpur); 2nd Test
(Feb 17-21; Delhi); 3rd Test
(Mar 1-5; Dharamsala); 4th Test
(Mar 9-13; Ahmedabad); ODIs
vs Australia: 1st ODI (Mar 17;
Mumbai); 2nd ODI (Mar 19;
Vizag); 3rd ODI (Mar 22;
Chennai).
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Bangladesh have handed a
maiden call-up to top-order

batter Zakir Hasan for the first
Test against India, beginning
here on December 14.

The decision to draft Hasan
into the side has been taken as
the seasoned Tamim is yet to
recover from a groin injury.

Hasan was named player of
the match in the first unofficial
Test against India A and was the
leading run getter in the first-
class competition.

"Our physio said he
(Tamim) won't be able to play in

the first Test. But we are await-
ing the medical report for the
second Test. So, we've announ-
ced the squad for the opening
Test," BCB chief selector
Minhajul Abedin told Cricbuzz.

Pacer Taskin Ahmed, who
is not part of the ongoing ODI
series against India due to fitness
issues, has been named in the
Test squad.  The two-match Test
series will be part of the World
Test Championship. The second
Test will be played in Mirpur
from December 22.

Bangladesh squad for first
Test: Mahmudul Hasan Joy,
Najmul Hassan Shanto, Momi-
nul Haque, Yasir Ali Chowd-
hury, Mushfiqur Rahim, Shakib
Al Hasan (C), Litton Das, Nurul
Hasan, Mehidy Hasan Miraz,
Taijul Islam, Taskin Ahmed,
Syed Khaled Ahmed, Ebadot
Hossain, Shoriful Islam, Zakir
Hasan, Rejaur Rahman Raja,
Anamul Haque Bijoy.

INDIA FACE SOUTHERN
STARS IN 1ST T20I
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