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The ongoing face-off
between the Supreme

Court and the Government
escalated further on Thursday
with Union Law Minister Kiren
Rijiju flagging concerns over
the Government’s “limited role”
in appointing judges and
stressed that it is at odds with
the spirit of the Constitution.

Rijiju told Parliament that
the issue of vacancies and
appointments in the higher
judiciary would continue to
linger till such time a new sys-
tem is created for the same.
“Currently, the Government
has limited powers to fill the
vacancies (in courts),” he said
and added that the Centre
cannot look for names other
than those recommended by
the collegium.

Rijiju was responding to a
question in the Rajya Sabha on
the large number of pending
cases when he doubled down
on his criticism of the system
of judges being appointed by a
collegium or panel of senior
most Supreme Court judges.

He said it was worrying
that more than five crore cases
were pending across the coun-
try and the basic reason for the
pendency he attributed was to
prevailing judges’ vacancies.

“The Government took

many steps to reduce the pen-
dency of cases, but the
Government has a very limit-
ed role in filling vacancies of
judges. The collegium chooses
names, and apart from that, the
Government has no right to
appoint judges,” Rijiju said on
the floor of the Parliament’s
Upper House.

Several Rajya Sabha mem-
bers like Pramod Tiwari,
Akhilesh Prasad Singh, L
Hanumanthaiah, Jebi Mather
and Syed Nasir Hussain all
from Congress, Shiv Sena’s
Priyanka Chaturvedi, AAP’s
Raghav Chadda had given
adjournment notices on sub-
jects related to concern over
the Government’s alleged
attempt to interfere in appoint-

ment in higher judiciary. The
adjournment notices also
mentioned other subjects like
“misuse” of CBI, ED and other
Government agencies, situa-
tion arising out of farmers’
strike and “subversion” of
democratic system and
“threatening” of electoral
process.

Rijiju’s statement of the
floor of the Upper House of
Parliament has come days
after the Supreme Court react-
ed sharply to the maiden
speech of newly-appointed
Vice President of India and
Rajya Sabha Chairman
Jagdeep Dhankhar.

The Vice-president
referred to the manner of
judges’ appointments and

appeared to support the
demand for a greater say for
the Government.

“Speeches made by the
high constitutional func-
tionaries in public, making
comments on the Supreme
Court Collegium, are not very
well taken. You have to advise
them,” the Supreme Court
had reacted.

The Rajya Sabha was
informed that as on December
9, 777 judges are working in
the High Courts against the
sanctioned strength of 1,108,
leaving a vacancy of 331 (30
per cent). In the Supreme
Court (as on December 5),
against the sanctioned strength
of 34 judges, 27 are working,
leaving seven vacancies.
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The Allahabad High Court
on Thursday commuted

life imprisonment awarded to
43 policemen in the 1991
Pilibhit fake encounter case, in
which 10 Sikhs were killed
after being branded terrorists,
to seven-year rigorous impris-
onment.

The court set aside the
conviction of the police per-
sonnel by a trial court under
Section 302 (murder) of the
Indian Penal Code, saying the
case falls under Exception 3 to
Section 303 of the IPC which
provides that culpable homi-
cide is not murder if the
offender, being a public servant
or aiding a public servant,
causes death by an act which he
thinks is lawful.

The Lucknow bench
directed that the convicts serve
their sentence in jail and also
imposed a fine of �10,000 each
on them. The bench held all 43
policemen guilty under Section
304 (culpable homicide not
amounting to murder) of the
IPC.

Undoubtedly, the bench of
Justices Ramesh Sinha and
Saroj Yadav said, the police
have to arrest accused persons
and make them stand trial.

“It is not the duty of the
police officers to kill the
accused merely because he is a
dreaded criminal,” it said.

“In the present case, there
was no ill will between the
appellants — police personnel
and the deceased persons. The
appellants were public servants
and their object was the

advancement of public justice.
“No doubt, the appellants

exceeded the powers given to
them by law, and they caused
the death of the deceased by
doing an act which they, in
good faith, believed to be law-
ful and necessary for the due
discharge of their duty. In such
circumstances, the offence that
was committed by the appel-
lants, was culpable homicide
not amounting to murder,” the
bench said.

“The case of the appellants
is covered under Exception 3 to
the section 303 of IPC which
provides that culpable homi-
cide is not murder if the offend-
er, being a public servant, or
aiding a public servant acting
for the advancement of public
justice, exceeds the powers
given to him by law, and caus-
es death by doing an act which
he, in good faith, thinks to be
lawful and necessary for the
due discharge of his duty as a

public servant without ill will
towards the person whose
death he has caused,” it said.

On July 12, 1991, the con-
victed policemen stopped a
luxury bus carrying Sikh pil-
grims and forced 10 passengers
to get off. A chargesheet filed
in the case said the passengers
were divided into groups, taken
to different areas in a jungle
and killed in “cold blood”.

The policemen claimed the
next day that 10 Khalistani ter-
rorists had been killed. They
claimed that some of the Sikhs
in the bus were facing criminal
cases and were armed.

The trial court had on
April 4, 2016 found 47 police-
men guilty of killing the Sikh
men in fake encounters and
sentenced them to life impris-
onment.

The policemen filed
appeals against their convic-
tion. During the pendency of
appeals, four of them died. 
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Agrammatical problem
which has defeated

Sanskrit scholars since the 5th
Century BC has finally been
solved by an Indian PhD stu-
dent at the University of
Cambridge, it emerged as his
thesis was published on
Thursday.

Rishi Rajpopat made the
breakthrough by decoding a
rule taught by Panini, known as
the father of linguistics, and is
now encapsulated in his thesis
entitled ‘In Panini, We Trust:
Discovering the Algorithm for
Rule Conflict Resolution in
the Astadhyayi’.

According to the universi-
ty, leading Sanskrit experts
have described Rajpopat’s dis-
covery as “revolutionary” and
it could now mean that

Panini’s grammar can also be
taught to computers for the
first time.

“I had a eureka moment in
Cambridge,” recalls Rajpopat.

“After nine months trying
to crack this problem, I was
almost ready to quit, I was get-
ting nowhere. So, I closed the
books for a month and just
enjoyed the summer, swim-
ming, cycling, cooking, pray-
ing and meditating. Then,
begrudgingly I went back to

work, and, within minutes, as
I turned the pages, these pat-
terns started emerging, and it
all started to make sense. There
was a lot more work to do but
I’d found the biggest part of the
puzzle,” said the 27-year-old
scholar. Over the next few
weeks, he was so excited that
he couldn’t sleep and would
spend hours in the library,
including in the middle of the
night, to check what he’d found
and solve related problems. It
would take another two and
half years before he would get
to the finish line.

“Panini had an extraordi-
nary mind and he built a
machine unrivalled in human
history. He didn’t expect us to
add new ideas to his rules. The
more we fiddle with Panini’s
grammar, the more it eludes
us,” says Rajpopat.
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Anon-cognisable case for
defamation was registered

on the complaint of an actor
who said her photograph was
used in a news report in place
of that of a senior citizen who
was murdered allegedly by her
son in Mumbai’s Juhu area, a
police official said on Thursday.

Complainant Veena
Kapoor (73) has claimed the
photograph, which appeared in
a news report on some social
media sites, had distressed her,
the Dindoshi police station
official said. 

The senior citizen who
was killed allegedly over a
property dispute and the actor
share the same name, which
may have caused the mix-up,
he said.
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In a setback to fugitive dia-
mond merchant Nirav Modi,

wanted in India to stand trial
on fraud and money launder-
ing charges, the High Court in
London on Thursday denied
him permission to appeal
against his extradition before
the UK Supreme Court.

In its order, the Royal
Courts of Justice in London,
Lord Justice Jeremy Stuart-
Smith and Justice Robert Jay
ruled that “the Appellant’s
(Nirav) application for per-
mission to appeal to the
Supreme Court is refused”.

The judges also ruled that
the “certification of a point of
law be refused” that would have
allowed his plea to progress to
the Higher Court.

An appeal on the grounds
of a point of law of general pub-
lic importance is a high
threshold that is not met very
often. This refusal signifi-
cantly limits Nirav’s remaining
legal options in the UK against
his extradition to India.

The latest High Court
order also directs Nirav to pay
the legal costs related to the
latest application, assessed to
be $150,247.00.

Last month, Nirav lost an
appeal on mental health
grounds when the same two-
judge High Court bench
ruled that his risk of suicide
is not such that it would be
either unjust or oppressive to
extradite him to India to face
charges in the estimated USD
2 billion Punjab National
Bank (PNB) loan scam case.

Meanwhi le,  Nirav
remains behind bars  at
Wandsworth Prison in
London since his arrest on an
extradition warrant in March
2019.
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After Bihar’s hooch tragedy
toll climbed to 26, and

Chief Minister Nitish Kumar
on Thursday made a contro-
versial matter of fact state-
ment that if people drink spu-
rious liquor they will die, his
liquor ban policy came under
sharp attack from the
Opposition and even one of the
allies of the Bihar’s ruling
Grand Alliance backed the
demand to end the prohibition.

Unfazed by his growing
criticism for the failure of the
liquor ban, Nitish quipped that
“jo piyega woh marega”(those
who drink spurious alcohol will
die), and defended the liquor
ban law saying that prohibition
was “not my personal wish but
a response to the cries of the
women of the State”. 

He said when he brought
in prohibition had won praise
from many women’s groups
who felt it would save their
men-folk from the “curse of
drunkenness and save homes
from financial ruin”.

He also expressed displea-
sure over criticisms from the
Opposition BJP which has
raised the issue “even inside
Parliament”. The BJP MPs
from Bihar raised the hooch
tragedy issue in Lok Sabha on
Thursday and demanded
“immediate action against the
Bihar Government” and send-
ing of a central team there to
review situation in the State.

Raising the issue during
Zero Hour, BJP’s Paschim
Champaran MP Sanjay Jaiswal
claimed spurious liquor sale
has been flourishing in Bihar
under the protection of police
officers despite a prohibition in
place. But the Chief Minister
does not take any action

against any of them, he
charged.

BJP’s Aurangabad MP
Sushil Kumar Singh termed the
hooch tragedy deaths as “mass
murder” and held the Bihar
Government responsible for
it. “There is no hope from
Bihar Government,” he said.

“More than 15 such inci-
dents have taken place so far.
But he (the Chief Minister) says
those who drink liquor would
die or go to jail, and those sell-
ing the poisonous liquor would
become his party’s candidate to
contest elections on his party
ticket,” Jaiswal alleged.

“I urge the Central
Government to take cog-
nizance of the (prevailing) law-
and-order situation and also
take immediate action against
the Mahagathbandhan
Government of Bihar which is
responsible for the murder of
37 people (in hooch tragedy),”
he demanded.
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The Supreme Court on
Thursday granted bail to a

convict serving life imprison-
ment in the 2002 Godhra train
coach burning case, noting
that he has been in jail for the
last 17 years. 

A bench comprising
Chief  Justice DY
Chandrachud and Justice PS
Narasimha took note of the
submission of a lawyer,
appearing for one of the con-
victs Faruk, that he be grant-
ed bail considering the peri-
od undergone till now.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the
Gujarat Government, termed
the offence as the “most

heinous” in which 59 people,
including women and chil-
dren, were burnt alive and
sought hearing of the appeals
of the convicts at the earliest.
The top law officer opposed
the bail plea and said usually
stone pelting is an offence of
minor nature, however, in
the instant case, the train
coach was bolted and stones
were pelted to ensure that
passengers cannot come out.
Moreover, stones were thrown
at fire tenders also, he added.

“The High Court had dis-
missed his appeal on October
9, 2017. The applicant has
sought bail on the ground that
he has been in custody since
2004 and has undergone
imprisonment for about 17
year,” the bench observed.
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The Centre has sanctioned
deployment of additional

1,400 CISF personnel to pro-
vide security and regulate pas-
senger traffic flow at the Indira
Gandhi International 
Airport where expansion is
going on at three terminals —
1, 2 and 3 — apart from its
cargo hold area.

The decision was conveyed
at a high-level meeting chaired
by Union Home Secretary Ajay
Bhalla along with the repre-
sentatives of the Civil Aviation
Ministry, the Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security (BCAS),
Bureau of Immigration among
others.

The meeting was called to
review measures taken to ease
the recent congestion report-

ed at large airports, particularly
in Delhi, Mumbai and
Bengaluru. 

The home secretary dis-
cussed with stakeholders,
including CISF and airport
operator, continuous com-
plaints from passengers about
the rush at the entry gates, lug-
gage drop and security check
areas.

The Terminal 1 renovation
and expansion was scheduled
to be completed by December
next year or January 2024 but
the Government wants it to be
expedited and finished by
November 2023, the start of
the holiday season.

More CISF personnel will
be required to secure the
expanding areas of the IGIA
leading to the sanction of
additional manpower.
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Kylian Mbappé vs. Lionel
Messi. Soccer’s latest super-

star against perhaps the sport’s
greatest player in the World
Cup final just about everyone
was hoping for.

France and Mbappé are
headed back to the biggest
game in soccer, and to a much-
anticipated matchup with
Argentina, after ending
Morocco’s historic run at the
World Cup on Wednesday.

In front of the country’s
president, Emmanuel Macron,
France beat Africa’s first ever
semifinalist 2-0, with Mbappé
playing a part in goals by Theo
Hernandez in the fifth minute
and substitute Randal Kolo
Muani in the 79th.

Mbappé became a global

phenomenon by leading France
to the title in Russia in 2018
and has a chance to emulate
Brazil great Pele as a champi-
on in his first two World
Cups when he comes up
against the 35-year-old Messi,
who has dominated the game

with Cristiano Ronaldo for
the past 15 years.

It’s the dream final for
many, with France looking to
become the first team to
retain the title since Brazil in
1962 and Argentina on a mis-
sion to win soccer’s ultimate

prize for the third time in
what is likely to be Messi’s last
World Cup. Messi has carried
his team to the final, almost
in the same way Diego
Maradona — the man with
whom Messi is so often com-
pared. 

“We need all our strength,
all our energy to face a very
competitive team with one of
the legends in the sport with
Messi,” France goalkeeper
Hugo Lloris said.

Morocco has been wide-
ly lauded for breaking ground
for Africa and generated an
outpouring of pride among
Arab nations after topping a
group containing Croatia and
Belgium and eliminating two
more European powers —
Spain and Portugal — in the
knockout stage. 
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GUEST COLUMN

India assumes the presiden-
cy of the Group of 20 (G20)

amidst a daunting global envi-
ronment riddled with policy
challenges. A ‘polycrisis’ land-
scape confronts the G20 with
headwinds from slowing glob-
al growth and trade, high infla-
tion, aggressive monetary pol-
icy tightening and associated
spill-overs, geopolitical ten-
sions, debt distress, climate
change and the lingering pan-
demic. Amidst centrifugal
forces pulling at the fabric of
globalisation, the role of the
G20 in fostering global policy
cooperation is crucial. As the
third largest economy in the
world in purchasing power
parity (PPP) terms and the
fifth largest in terms of market
exchange rates, India accounts
for 3.6 per cent of G20 GDP in
nominal terms and 8.2 percent
in PPP terms. The IMF pro-
jects that India’s GDP will
grow at 6.1 per cent in 2023,

which would be the highest
among G20 nations. India’s
G20 presidency priorities envi-
sion a balance between respon-
sibility and ambition, encap-
sulating the vision of unity and
interconnectedness.

Our progress in digital tech-
nologies and our experiences
drawn from a thriving fintech
ecosystem uniquely position us
in expanding financial inclu-
sion, leveraging technology to
buttress productivity and eco-
nomic integration, and in deal-
ing with challenges developing
countries face in mitigating the
effects of climate change. In
these areas, we believe our
presidency can make substan-
tial contributions.

Accepting the presidency of
the G20, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said, “India’s
G20 priorities would be shaped
in consultation with not just
our G20 partners, but also our

fellow travellers in the global
south, whose voice often goes
unheard.” India’s key Finance
Track (FT) priorities translate
his commitment into action.
They include strengthening
global financial safety nets,
managing global debt vulner-
abilities, assessing macroeco-
nomic implications of food and
energy insecurity, and financ-
ing sustainable and resilient
cities of tomorrow. We will also
work on mobilising timely and
adequate financial resources
for climate action, as most G20
countries have declared their
net-zero target dates. On inter-
national taxation, we will build
upon significant progress made
by the G20, including address-
ing tax challenges, capacity
building and enhancing tax
transparency.We will continue
developing G20-driven finance
and health coordination for
identifying and addressing
risks and vulnerabilities asso-
ciated with pandemics and
improving preparedness to
mobilise in response to new
pandemic threats. Within
financial sector regulation, we
would focus on risks and
opportunities offered by tech-
nological developments. The
recurring turmoil in crypto
markets, the de-pegging of
some stable coins and the fall
of broader crypto markets
have raised apprehensions
about threats to financial sta-
bility from cryptocurrencies. It
is, hence, necessary to broad-

en the G20 crypto-asset dia-
logue by addressing aspects
such as monetary policy and
macroeconomic concerns, data
privacy, market integrity, com-
petition policy and taxation by
synthesising the work of vari-
ous international organisa-
tions. Rapidly growing digital
financial services and
increased dependence on
third-party services expose the
financial system to operational,
liquidity and concentration
risks. We seek to promote
international cooperation in
risk management frameworks
to manage these risks. As the
economy becomes more digi-
tised, cyber risk poses a threat
to the financial system – an
outage anywhere in the chain
may cause cascading effects
impacting the entire financial
system. A chain is only as
strong as its weakest
link.During our presidency,
we would also like to see
increased global cooperation in
mitigating system-level vul-
nerabilities from cyber risk. To
supplement the sustainable
development goals (SDG) of
reducing transaction costs of
migrant remittances to less
than three per cent by 2030,
our approach will be to reduce
both high transaction costs and
the time between origination
and settlement of payments
through interoperability of
national fast payment systems.
We would leverage digital
public infrastructure to

advance financial inclusion
and harness productivity gains.
Constructive and actionable
policy recommendations for
developing a sound and
vibrant digital financial ecosys-
tem would help to achieve
these goals while contributing
to economic development. In
this milieu, the G20, which
owes its genesis and raison d'e-
tre to the conviction that glob-
al problems need globally
coordinated solutions, offers
hope to the world as it brings
together the world’s major
economies in a renewed effort
to achieve its mandate of
strong, sustainable, balanced
and inclusive growth. Every
crisis affords an opportunity.
Therefore, let us hope that the
current polycrisis leads to the
reinvigoration of global policy
cooperation to meet emerging
challenges, repair the multiple
fractures the global economy
faces and position the global
economy on a trajectory that
fulfils the G20’s mandate.
Equitable and inclusive human
progress hinges on
‘VasudhaivaKutumbakam’ -
One Earth, One Family, One
Future.

(Seth is secretary,
Department of Economic
Affairs, Ministry of Finance
and Patra is deputy governor,
Reserve Bank of India. Views
expressed are personal)

India and G20: agenda for action

Ajay Seth

PNS    DEHRADUN

STF arrests accused of four
murders in Laksar from Ghaziabad

The Uttarakhand Special
Task Force (STF) arrested

an absconded accused of four
murders from Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh on late Wednesday
night. The accused named
Talib alias Tareef (28) is a res-
ident of Kheri Khurd village of
Laksar in Haridwar where he
had murdered four people
along with his accomplices on
May 6, 2021 allegedly over a
land dispute, as per the senior
superintendent of police (SSP)
of STF, Ayush Agrawal. The
four murder victims were
Zaheer Hassan, Mohammad
Kaif, Sahjan Alam and Hussain
Ahmed who were also resi-
dents of Khedi Khurd. Agrawal

said that the accused Talib was
on the run since he committed
the crime and has been con-
sistently changing his location
to escape his arrest. The SSP

Haridwar had also
announced a bounty of
Rs 10,000 for his arrest.
He said that the STF
received information
that Talib has been liv-
ing in Dasna near
Ghaziabad with a fake
identity and a team was
immediately dispatched
to arrest him on
Wednesday. He was
found to be operating a
bulldozer when the
team arrested him in

Dasna. He was sent to jail on
Wednesday night after com-
pletion of required procedure,
added the SSP.
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Telemedicine
project a boon for
State- Dr Sayana

The Principal
o f

G o v e r n m e n t
Doon Medical
College (GDMC)
Dr Ashutosh
Sayana has said
that in view of
the tough geo-
graphical condi-
tions, the
telemedicine pro-
ject would prove
to be a boon and turn out to
be a milestone in
Uttarakhand. He was
addressing a workshop on
the telemedicine project
under the aegis of the
Uttarakhand health and fam-
ily welfare society at GDMC
hospital on Thursday. Dr
Sayana directed all head of
the departments (HoD) to
login themselves on time in
the telemedicine OPD. He
also said that the doctors
should follow the dress code
and behave politely with the
patients.

Under the Telemedicine
project 400 Primary Health

Centres (PHC) of the State
are connected with the four
government medical colleges
of the State. In the workshop
the doctors were informed
about the use of telemedicine
applications.

The Medical
Superintendent (MS) of
GDMC Dr Yusuf Rizvi
assured that the project
would be a success. The
nodal officer of Telemedicine
GDMC, Dr Sushil Kumar
Ojha said that the project
would be a major success and
implemented properly in the
medical college.  The work-
shop was organised by the
Dhanush Healthcare systems.
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Muni Ki Reti Municipal
body to start separate
e-waste collection

The Municipality of Muni
Ki Reti has ordered oper-

ation of vehicles in all wards
for the collection of e-waste
to minimise the risk of fatal
diseases that can potentially
be caused by wrong disposal
practices. These vehicles will
go to every ward between 10

AM to 5 PM to collect the e-
waste separately as according
to the officials, disposal of
domestic waste and e-waste

together can potentially cause
fatal diseases like cancer. The
collected e-waste will be dis-
posed of under the supervi-
sion of an authorised dealer.
The officials said that this ini-
tiative is being taken as per
the Solid Waste Management
(SWM) 2016 rules which

would also help the munici-
pality to score good marks in
Swacch Survekshan (SS)
2023.

Michael Debabrata Patra

Conference on digital
humanities commences at UPES
PNS    DEHRADUN

The two day confer-
ence on Digital

Humanities, its inter-
disciplinary approach,
the scope and relevance
in the Indian context
started at the Kandoli
campus of UPES on
Thursday.

The School of Liberal
Studies of the universi-
ty is organizing the con-
ference and it has invited emi-
nent research scholars and
experts from the leading
Universities across the World in
it. Director Stanford

Humanities Centre and hold-
er of the Anthony P Meier
Family Professorship in
Humanities, Roland Greene
chaired one of the sessions at
the conference. His contribu-

tion to Digital
Humanities is glob-
ally recognized.
Lecturer in
Literature Digital
and the Creative
Industries at Royal
Holloway, University
of London John
Regan also chaired
one of the sessions.
Arjun Ghosh (IIT
Delhi) and Vinayak

Das Gupta (Shiv Nadar
University)  chaired different
sessions and shared their valu-
able expertise in the area of
Digital Humanities.

HC stay on ban order of UEPPCB
a relief for industries : Sangal
PNS    DEHRADUN

The chairman of the
Kumaon Garhwal

Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (KGCCI) Vineet
Kumar Sangal has said that
the Uttarakhand High Court
(HC) stay on the order of
Uttarakhand Environment
Protection and Pollution
Control Board (UEPPCB)
has provided a huge relief to
the industries in the State. 

The Board on December 2
had imposed a ban on the

industries which had not
submitted the Extended
Producer Responsibility
(EPR) action plan with it and
were not registered in the
board. Sangal said that the
order had put the industries
of the State on verge of clo-
sure. The KGCCI had filed a
petition in the HC challeng-
ing the order of the board on
December 9 which on
Wednesday ordered a stay on
it.
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U’khand to implement logistics
policy to boost industrial growth
State endowed with natural beauty, good human
resource & a fast expanding connectivity which
creates an ideal environment for industries- CM

Chief Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami has said that

the state would soon imple-
ment the logistics policy to
give an impetus to the indus-
trial development in Uttarak-
hand. He averred that the
State government has in-
cluded suggestions of indus-
trialists for framing the
Industrial policy of the State.
The CM was interacting with
the entrepreneurs associated
with agriculture, horticulture
and food processing indus-
tries during the ‘Agro food
processing conclave 2022’
held at the Chief Minister’s
residence on Thursday. In the
meeting deliberations on the
investment scenario were
held. Dhami said that it is the
endeavour of the State govern-
ment to attract maximum in-
vestment in the State and
better facilities are made avail-
able to the industries. He said
that Uttarakhand is a land of
culture and spiritually and it is
endowed with natural beauty
and better human resources.
He said that road, air and rail
connectivity in the State is ex-
panding rapidly and regular

dialogues with the representa-
tives of industries are being
held. He said that the conclave
is dedicated to the ‘Advantage
Uttarakhand’ theme. Dhami
said that the State holds vast
potential in the rural areas as
well and there is a good scope

in horticulture, organic farm-
ing, medicinal and aromatic
plantations. The pharmaceuti-
cal, automobile and food pro-
cessing industry is prospering
in the State and recently an
electronics manufacturing
cluster, a pharmaceutical park

and aroma park have been set
up in the State.  

The agriculture minister
Ganesh Joshi said that agricul-
ture plays a great role in devel-
opment of the nation and
organic and natural farming is

being promoted in the
State. He said that a sin-
gle window system for
different types of clear-
ances is available in the
state for industrial devel-
opment and 11 crops are
being given GI tag. The
animal husbandry minis-
ter Saurabh Bahuguna
said that the emphasis on
increasing production
and marketing of the
dairy products is being
done in the State.  The
chief secretary S S
Sandhu said the investors
would be provided with
liaison officers if re-
quired. Secretary R
Meenakshi Sundaram,
BVRC Purushottam and
Pankaj Pandey also spoke
on the occasion. The
Managing Director (MD)
of Patanjali group Balkr-
ishna said that Uttarak-

hand possesses four types of
agro climatic zones and has a
vast potential in agriculture
and horticulture sectors. The
representatives of many in-
dustrial houses were present
on the occasion.
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SC rejects petition of the
terminated employees of
Vidhan Sabha

Dashing the hopes of the
228 ad-hoc employees

terminated from the Uttarak-
hand Vidhan Sabha, the
Supreme Court (SC) on
Thursday rejected the Public
Interest Litigation (PIL) chal-
lenging their removal. The

bench of Justice Sanjeev
Khanna and Sundersh re-
jected the petition filed by the
counsel of the terminated em-
ployees. It upheld the decision
of the double bench of the Ut-
tarakhand High Court (HC)
in this respect. Reacting to the
order of SC, the Speaker Ritu
Khanduri said that order is the
victory of justice. She said
took a decision which was free
from prejudice. “It is the vic-
tory of the people of Uttarak-

hand and the unemployed.
Earlier also I had said that I
would not hesitate to take
tough decisions and would
even go to the Supreme Court
if needed. The report submit-
ted by the Kotia committee
has been vindicated,’’ she said

It is pertinent to mention
here that on November 24 the
double bench of the HC had
quashed the stay granted by
the single bench on the re-
moval of 228 employees from
VS secretariat and had upheld
the decision of their removal.

Speaker Kanduri had ap-
pointed a three-member com-
mittee headed by former
bureaucrat DK Kotia to inves-
tigate the controversial ap-

pointments made in Vidhan
Sabha during the tenure of
past speakers. In its report the
committee found that the ap-
pointments were made in
gross violation of all norms. It
said that no selection commit-
tee was set up for making the

ad hoc appointments,
no advertisement was
issued, no competitive
examinations were
held, the names of el-
igible candidates were
not sought from the
employment ex-
change and no appli-
cations were invited. 

Acting swiftly on
the recommendations
of the committee, the
Speaker cancelled the
appointments of 228
ad -hoc workers on

September 23. These ad- hoc
appointments were made in
the year 2016, 2020 and 2021
when Govind Singh Kunjwal
(Congress) and Prem Chand
Agarwal were the speakers of
Vidhan Sabha. The terminated
employees knocked the doors
of the court to challenge their
removal but with the decision
of the SC on Thursday their
efforts have received a major
setback.

Doon district admin endeavours
to collect winter clothes for poor
Considering winters and

biting cold affecting poor
people, homeless or those liv-
ing in shelter homes to survive
a cold night, the Dehradun
district administration has
taken an initiative to collect
warm clothing from local res-
idents through the municipal
bodies.

“ Doon DM
ropes in Munici-
pal Corporation
and different de-
partments in the

initiative ”
The additional district mag-

istrate (Finance/Revenue) KK
Mishra told The Pioneer that
the district magistrate (DM)

Sonika has issued orders to
the officials of several depart-
ments to ensure people in
need get necessary help like
warm clothes or firewood for
bonfire as per the require-
ment, to survive the winters.

The ADM said that officials
are also looking for available
spaces that can be used as
night shelters for the homeless

during winter. The district ad-
ministration gets at least 50
calls daily from those in need
of warm clothes and many
local residents also approach
to donate warm clothes. He
said that to ensure more peo-
ple can help and contribute,
the DM ordered the munici-
pal bodies to play a jingle in
their garbage collecting vehi-
cles appealing locals to donate

warm clothes for people in
need. She has ordered an ad-
ditional staff member along
with municipal vehicles like
during door to door garbage
collection service to collect
warm clothes from those in-
terested to donate, said
Mishra. He said that though
people do approach the ad-
ministration to donate clothes
daily, municipal bodies have
more reach to locals who are
interested in donating warm
clothes to poor. He said that
the collected clothes are kept
in storage units across the dis-
trict which are later distrib-
uted by officials like sub
divisional magistrates (SDMs)
and Tehsildars in their respec-
tive areas as per the need.  He
said that those who want to
donate their warm clothes can
also call at a toll free number
18001802525.
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Child Commission to
hit at nexus of coaching
centres and schools
The State Commission for

Protection of Child
Rights (SCPCR) will take ac-
tion against schools that col-
lude with coaching centres
for enrolling students in the
board exams without any at-
tendance. The member of the
commission Vinod Ka-
parwan said that SCPCR has
received complaints against
some schools that follow such
illegal practice for their mon-
etary profit. He said that sev-
eral parents recently
complained to the commis-
sion that their children had
taken admission in Lucent
International School in
Dehradun for class XII but
the school administration
failed to enrol them for board
exams in 2023.

“ SCPCR
gears up to act
against schools
enrolling stu-

dents for board
exams without

attendance ”
There are a total of 88 stu-

dents of the school who have
not been enrolled for board
exams. These students al-
legedly take classes in coach-
ing institutes which have a tie
up with the school but sel-
dom attend any classes there.

He said that the commission
scheduled a meeting with the
school in which the officials
of the Central Board of Sec-
ondary Education (CBSE) re-
vealed that an investigation is
already underway since 2019
for the alleged irregularities

in operation of the school.
Considering this, the SCPCR
chairman Geeta Khanna rec-
ommended the education de-
partment to revoke the
affiliation of the school and
appealed to Director General
Police (DGP) Ashok Kumar
to file an FIR against the
school administration to take
stringent action against them.
She directed the officials con-
cerned to arrange board
exams of such students
through open board and en-
sure the school compensates
the respective parents aptly. 

The SCPCR member Ka-
parwan said that the commis-
sion will soon start
inspections in such schools
that make illegal alliances
with coaching institutes to
allow students to appear for
board exams without atten-

dance. Such students study in
those coaching institutes but
are allowed to appear in
exams without a proper at-
tendance record in school
which is against the rules. The
SCPCR has directed the edu-
cation department to take ac-
tion against all such new
schools and coaching centres
that started operating in the
past five years. Kaparwan said
that the commission has also
received similar complaints
against some schools and ap-
propriate action would be
taken against them.

Speaker Ritu Khanduri terms
the decision as victory of justice
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Health dept termi-
nates services of 61
absconding doctors

The State government has terminated the services
of 61 medical officers in the health services for

absconding from their duties. These doctors were
posted in different hospitals and health centres and
were missing from their place of appointment for a
large period of time. On the orders of the senior of-
ficers of the medical health and family welfare de-
partment, the chief medical officers (CMO) of the
different districts had issued notices to these doctors
in the local newspapers to report immediately to
their places of posting. However they failed to re-
spond to the notice.

On Thursday the Additional secretary Amandeep
Kaur issued termination orders of these doctors.
The order also directs the director general (DG)
state health services to issue notices to the abscond-
ing medical officers who had entered into a bond

with the health department in the past and ask them
to submit the bond amount within a week. The de-
partment has also been asked to recover the bond
amount from such doctors.

The bonded medical officers are those young
medicos who at the time of admission in the med-
ical colleges enter into a bond with the state govern-
ment that they would serve in the health
department of state after completion of their edu-
cation. In lieu of this bond they have to pay highly
subsidised fees during the period of their stay in the
medical colleges. However instead of fulfilling the
condition mentioned in the bond many medicos
become absconding.

PNS     HARIDWAR

Anti encroachment drive:
Railway authorities put pillars
outside cricketer Pant’s house
In a bold move the railway au-

thorities placed pillars on its
land outside the residence of star
cricketer Rishabh Pant in Roor-
kee on Thursday.  The pillars were
placed to demarcate the Railway
land outside the Dhandera rail-
way station.   On Thursday a team
of officials of Railways and Police
arrived at Ashok Nagar of
Dhandhera and placed cement
pillars on its land. During this,
the team also erected pillars just
outside the gate of the cricketer
Rishabh Pant and others.

In the southern part of Dhan-
dera railway station, valuable land

of railways is situated.  Encroach-
ment is being done by some locals
here and the land is being used as
for parking vehicles and as a pas-
sage. Cow dung and garbage are
also being dumped on this land
by some people. Some people
have opened their gates on this
land. 

On Thursday, Railway Protec-
tion Force, Civil Line Kotwali Po-
lice, under the leadership of
Senior Section Engineer of the
Railways reached the spot, after
which the process of putting up
demarcation pillars got started.
Some people tried to protest but

the team completed its task. The
team put more than half a dozen
pillars at the door of Rishabh
Pant's house and also outside a
school.  Railway officials warned
that if anyone tried to remove the
pillar and encroach on the railway
land, strict action would be taken
against them. 

Senior Section Engineer of
Railways Brajmohan Singh said
that the railway land was en-
croached upon by some people
and notices were issued to them
many times in the past but the en-
croachers paid no heed to them.
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Sanitation workers still deprived of full
honorarium in U’khand despite CM's order

Most of the sanitation
workers of municipal

corporations in the State are
yet to receive honorarium at
the rate of Rs 500 per day as
announced by chief minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami earlier
this year. The outsourced
agencies deployed by the
corporations who primarily
hire the sanitation workers
are allegedly not paying this
amount to them despite
CM’s orders. An RTI activist
and Kashipur resident,
Nadeem Uddin has made
these allegations on the
basis of the reports received
from all municipal corpora-
tions under Right To Infor-
mation (RTI) act.

He said that he has asked
the corporations about
compliance of CM’s order of
paying sanitation workers
honorarium at the rate of Rs
500 daily and none of them

provided complete informa-
tion. He said that some corpo-
rations have provided no
information at all on the mat-
ter but he has appealed for it
again. According to informa-
tion provided by the Munici-
pal Corporation of Dehradun

(MCD), the outsourced em-
ployees are getting paid as per
old rates of Rs 350 per day by
the outsourced agencies.
Provident fund (PF) of 13 per
cent and 3.25 per cent under
Employees’ State Insurance
(ESI) are also deducted from

their honorarium.

He said that all sanitation
workers under the municipal
corporations of Kotdwar and
Rishikesh are also getting paid
the honorarium as per the RTI
report. The PF and ESI are

being paid separately
by the outsourced
agencies. However the
agencies are profiting
hugely from the in-
creased allowance of
workers too as they are
getting paid more serv-
ice charges by the cor-
porations, said the
activist. He said that
many have alleged such
agencies of several ir-
regularities besides ex-
ploitation of sanitation
workers several times
and the government
should discontinue this
outsourcing system in
corporations.

Naman Khanduri of U’khand leads PoP at NISA Hyderabad
PNS     DEHRADUN

Naman Khanduri of Ut-
tarakhand made his

parents and the State proud
when he led the 35th batch
of Central Industrial Secu-
rity Force (CISF) in  its
passing out parade (PoP)
held at the National Indus-
trial Security Academy
(NISA), Hyderabad on
Wednesday. He would now
join the CISF as Assistant
Commandant. A native of
Pauri, Naman did his
schooling from the Saint
Joseph’s Academy
Dehradun and is B Tech
from DIT. He did his in-
ternship from Taiwan but
later decided to serve the
nation by joining the armed
forces. His father Yograj
Khanduri, who is a busi-
nessman, said that Naman

got fifth rank in the country
in the Central Armed Police
Force (CAPF) examination
of Union Public Service
Commission (UPSC) in
2019. He added that Naman
joined training at NISA Hy-
derabad on November 21
after taking the blessings of
elders and his role model
former chief minister Major
General (Retd) B C Khan-
duri. He has now completed
the tough training with fly-
ing colours, he said.

Senior leader of Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) Ravin-

dra Jugran has expressed
happiness at the achieve-
ment of Naman Khanduri
and said that the people of
Uttarakhand are proud of
his achievement.
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Asserting that the NDA
Government under the

leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has taken sev-
eral steps to ease access to qual-
ity medical education in the
country, Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya on
Thursday said that the number
of medical colleges has
increased from 387 to 648,
MBBS seats  by 87 per cent and
that of PG by 105 per cent in
the last eight years.

He said, change can be seen
happening at every nook and
corner of the country. With this
momentum and coordination
among stakeholders, a holistic
ecosystem of education will be
created in the country.

Highlighting the change
in the medical education sec-
tor, Mandaviya said, "While
India had a limited number of
387 medical colleges in 2014,
the system was riddled with far
too many problems."

"There is a paradigm shift
from input-based to outcome-
based approaches and reforms
under the Modi government.
Consequently, we now have
648 medical colleges in 2022

with a whopping 96 pc increase
in the number of Government
Medical Colleges (GMC) alone
and a 42 pc increase in the pri-
vate sector, since 2014," he
said.

"At present, out of 648
medical colleges in the country,
355 are government and 293
are private," Mandaviya said
adding that, "MBBS seats have
also seen a massive 87 per cent
increase from 51,348 in 2014 to
96,077 in 2022. Similarly, PG
seats have observed an increase
of 105 per cent with 31,185
seats in 2014 to 63,842 in
2022."

He said with a vision to
create 10,000 MBBS seats in
government medical colleges,
58 colleges across 16 states
have been approved with an
increase of 3,877 MBBS seats.

Similarly, to increase PG
seats, 72 medical colleges in 21
states and UTs have been
approved in phase I, with an
increase of 4,058 PG seats, he
said adding that similarly, to
create 4,000 PG seats in the
GMCs, in phase II, a total of 47
colleges have been approved
with an increase of 2,975 PG
seats.

To correct regional imbal-
ances in the availability of

affordable and reliable tertiary
healthcare, Pradhan Mantri
Swasthya Suraksha Yojana
(PMSSY) was launched, which
targets the establishment of
All India Institute of Medical
Science (AIIMS) like institu-
tions and the upgradation of
existing GMCs by establishing
super-speciality blocks in a
phased manner, the minister
said.

22 new AIIMS and projects
for the up-gradation of 75 gov-
ernment medical colleges were
taken up under the scheme, he
said.  A common entrance
test- National Eligibility cum
Entrance Test (NEET) for 'one
country, one examination, one
merit' system introduced in
2016 with a common coun-
selling system allowed stu-
dents from anywhere in India

an opportunity to study in any
medical college in the country
based on merit, he said.

The National Medical
Commission (NMC) was also
created to replace the highly
corrupt body of the Medical
Council of India (MCI). Before
the NMC Act, there was no
legal mechanism to regulate the
fee charged by private col-
leges.

"Now the guidelines in
respect of fees for 50 per cent
seats in all colleges including
Government, Private and
Deemed Universities have been
released by the NMC, "
Mandaviya said.

Parallelly, reforms are
ongoing in the sectors of nurs-
ing education, dental education
and allied and healthcare pro-
fessions, he said.
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Proceedings were affected
for the second-consecutive

day on Thursday in Rajya
Sabha which faced several
adjournments over Opposition
members’ uproar after the
Chair disallowed adjournment
notices on several issues includ-
ing Indo-China border face-off,
Government’s alleged misuse of
probe agencies and interference
in appointments in higher judi-
ciary. The Opposition has been
demanding a discussion on
these issues. Lok Sabha func-
tioning was, however, normal
with only a minor face-off
between the Congress and the
Government on different
issues.

After the Congress led
Opposition parties’ strategy
meeting, members from the
entire Opposition Benches
have been raising issues joint-
ly. Soon after laying of papers
in the Rajya Sabha, Opposition
members sought clarifications
on why their adjournment
notices were not taken up and
demanded discussions on var-
ious issues. This led to uproar
following which Rajya Sabha
Deputy Chairman Harivansh

adjourned the proceedings for
15 minutes first and then again
for another 15 minutes when
the House met.

While opposition mem-
bers created uproar over not
being allowed discussion on
issues raised by them, BJP
members were also on their feet
raising the issue of the Bihar
hooch tragedy. As the Deputy
Chairman urged members to
allow the Zero Hour to func-
tion, members raised strong
objections leading to disruption
of the proceedings.

Congress' leader in Lok
Sabha Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury attacked the
Centre over the recent
Arunachal border face-off in
the House and asked when will
it show "red eyes" to China.
Raising the issue during Zero
Hour, he said while China is
trying to "destroy" India, the
Modi government is letting
the imports from the neigh-
bouring country rise.

Citing a media report,
Chowdhury also said that the
recent cyber attack on some of
the servers of AIIMS in Delhi
had been carried out from
China, and demanded that the
Centre come out with a white
paper in Lok Sabha on these

issues. While there is a decline
in trade between India and the
US, it is always "profitable" for
China when it comes to India's
trade with the neighbouring
country, the Congress member
charged, saying such a trend
makes him wonder what is the
“intention” of the Modi gov-
ernment.

“When the Chinese gov-
ernment is an aggressor and
trying to destroy India, what is
the need of extending such help
to China? When will you show
the red eyes (to China),”
Chowdhury asked the trea-
sury benches.

The Congress accused the
central government of evading
a debate on India-China bor-
der face-off and asked why the
Modi government has been
running away from the issue. 

Earlier, outside the house,

AICC head of media and pub-
licity department Pawan Khera
wondered why Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is silent on
China, and that whenever he
does speak on it, he gives the
country a clean chit.

Khera alleged that when
Modi was the Chief Minister of
Gujarat, he was very keen on
introducing Mandarin in its
government schools, a pro-
posal that was opposed by the
Congress. He also made the
allegation that the BJP used a
Chinese company in elections
which, the central government
had said, was a threat to Indian
sovereignty.

A company which was
blacklisted by World Bank,
USA, and Europe was given the
contract to install smart metres
in the border district of Jammu
and Kashmir, he alleged.
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The Supreme Court on
Thursday said in cases

charged under the Prevention
of Corruption Act, a public ser-
vant can be convicted for ille-
gal gratification on the basis of
circumstantial evidence when
there is no direct oral or doc-
umentary evidence against
them. 

A five-judge Constitution
bench headed by Justice S A
Nazeer said complainants as
well as the prosecution should
make sincere efforts so that
corrupt public servants are
brought to book and convict-
ed so that the administration
and governance become unpol-
luted and free from corruption. 

"In the absence of evi-
dence of complainant (direct or
primary), it is permissible to
draw an inferential deduction
of culpability," said the bench,
also comprising justices B R

Gavai, A S Bopanna, V
Ramasubramanian and B V
Nagarathna. The top court said
that even if direct evidence of
the complainant is not avail-
able, owing to death or other
reasons, there can be convic-
tion of the public servant under
the relevant provisions. 

"In the event the com-
plainant turns hostile or has
died or is unable to let in his
evidence during the trial, the
demand of illegal gratification
can be proved by letting in the
evidence of any other witness

either orally or documentary
evidence or the prosecution
can prove the case by circum-
stantial evidence. The trial
does not abate nor does it
result in an order of acquittal
of the public servant," said the
judgment. 

The apex court's verdict
came while examining the issue
whether in the absence of
direct or primary evidence of
demand of bribe, inferential
deduction of guilt of a public
servant can be drawn based on
other evidence.
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Dissatisfied with Petroleum
Minister Hardeep Puri’s

reply on petroleum price hike,
the Congress led the
Opposition in walking out from
the Lok Sabha on Thursday

Claiming that currently the
petrol price in India is one of
the lowest, Puri said six non-
BJP ruled states — West Bengal,
Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh,
Telengana, Kerala and
Jharkhand— have not reduced
the VAT on petroleum prod-
ucts, leading to higher prices of
petrol and diesel there.

His remark was met with
vocal protests by the opposition
members. Not satisfied with his
response, the Congress, DMK,
TMC and NCP, staged a walk-
out.

Puri said the Central gov-
ernment has reduced excise
duty on petroleum products
and some other states, follow-
ing cues, and reduced their
Value Added Tax (VAT).

He said the Oil Marketing
Companies (OMC) together
suffered losses of Rs 27,276

crore due to high prices of
crude in international mar-
kets. “I suggest MPs from the
opposition impress upon their
state governments to reduce the
VAT so that they can also join
the celebrations,” he said.

Puri said India imports
more than 85 per cent of its
crude oil requirements.
Therefore, the prices of petrol
and diesel in the country are
linked to their respective prices
in the international market.

He said the retail prices of
petrol and diesel depend on
various factors like crude oil
purchase price, exchange rate,
shipping charges, inland freight,
refinery margin, dealer com-
mission, central taxes, state
VAT and other cost elements.

While the average price of
the Indian basket of crude oil
increased by 102 per cent (from
USD 43.34 to USD 87.55)
between November 2020 and
November 2022, the retail
prices of Petrol and Diesel have
increased in India by only 18.95
per cent and 26.5 per cent dur-
ing this period respectively.       

The minister said prices of

petrol and diesel have not been
increased by public sector
OMCs since April 6, 2022,
despite record-high interna-
tional prices. “As a result,
against the combined 'Profit
Before Tax' of Rs 28,360 Crore
in H1 of the financial year 2021-
22, the three OMCs IOCL,
BPCL and HPCL have booked
a combined loss of Rs 27,276
Crore in H1 of the current
financial year 2022-23,” he said.

Puri said to insulate Indian

consumers from the impact of
high international crude oil
prices, the central government
reduced the central excise duty
twice on November 21, 2021,
and May 22, 2022, effecting a
cumulative reduction of Rs 13
and Rs 16 per litre for petrol
and diesel respectively, which
was fully passed on to the con-
sumers.

Following these reductions
in central excise duty, some of
the States and UTs also reduced

Value Added Tax (VAT) rates
on petrol and diesel.

He said India imports more
than 60 per cent of its domes-
tic LPG consumption. The
price of LPG in the country is
based on the Saudi Contract
Price (SPC), the benchmark for
the international price of LPG.
Saudi CP rose from 236 USD
/MT in April 2020 to 952 USD
/MT in April 2022 and contin-
ues to prevail at elevated levels
currently.
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The CPI(M) has urged State
Governments to come

together to "rebuff" the Centre's
attempts to centralise admin-
istration and power through
the multi-state cooperative
society route.  

The editorial of the party
organ People's Democracy has
said that one of the ways in
which the Narendra Modi
Government attempted to vio-
late the constitutional powers
of the States was by forming a
Ministry of Cooperation. 

The party stated that after
the Supreme Court ruled in
October 2022 that the 97th
Amendment would not be

applicable to local Cooperative
societies but only multi-State
Cooperative societies, the
Government decided to use the
multi-state cooperative society
route to intervene in the States.
"The proposed 2022 Bill is a
dangerous legislation. It is a bla-
tant attempt to thrust the deci-
sions of the central government
on to cooperatives societies
functioning under state laws. 

"All these amendments are

explicitly intended to insert
multi-state cooperative soci-
eties into the cooperative struc-
tures of states. This will allow
the central government to
strain and strangle local coop-
eratives and take control of the
whole cooperative structure in
states through penal actions,
mergers, board takeovers, and
interventions in elections," the
party said. 

The CPI(M) organ also
raised the issue of how under
the Central Government's
directions, AMUL is either
joining hands, or being merged,
with five local cooperatives to
form a multi-state cooperative
society.   "This society would be
engaged in certification of
products of 'natural farming'

and export of milk. Such polit-
ically motivated steps will only
weaken state-level dairy coop-
eratives as well as a profes-
sionally run cooperative like
AMUL," it alleged. 

The editorial also alleged
that the government was infus-
ing funds into defunct multi-
state cooperative societies
based in Gujarat and
Maharashtra and sending them
to establish new bases in far-
away States like Kerala.   "

"With centralisation, as
attempted in the proposed
2022 Bill, the objective appears
to be to undermine and destroy
them. States must join hands –
both politically and legally – to
rebuff this unconstitutional
step," it said.
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Over 22,000 second appeals
and complaints were

pending with the Central
Information Commission as on
December 5, 2022, the Rajya
Sabha was informed on
Thursday. The CIC is mandat-
ed to deal with second appeals
and complaints filed by RTI
applicants in case they are
aggrieved with the responses
provided to them by
Government departments.

Of the total pendency of
22,442, 19,178 were second
appeals and 3,264 complaints,
Union Minister of State for
Personnel Jitendra Singh said in

reply to a written question.
To a question on whether

the government was aware of
cases where personal infor-
mation of some RTI appli-
cants have been made public,
the minister said the Centre has
from time to time issued guide-
lines or office memorandums
"bringing to notice of all min-
istries/departments of govern-
ment of India that personal
information of an RTI appli-
cant should not be disclosed".
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The Indian Air Force, bol-
stered by its full comple-

ment of Rafale combat jets, on
Thursday launched a major
exercise covering the
Northeastern region amid a
fresh spike of border tension
with China along the Line of
Actual Control in Arunachal
Pradesh.

The two-day mega exercise
is involving almost all its front-
line fighter jets and other assets
deployed in the region, people
familiar with the drill said.

In a tweet, the IAF said the
last of the 36 Rafale jets joined
the force. The IAF inducted the
Rafale aircraft into its 101
Squadron of the Eastern Air
Command at the Hasimara in

July last year.
The first Rafale squadron

with around 18 jets is based in
Ambala air base.

"FEET DRY! 'The Pack is
Complete'. The last of the 36
IAF Rafales landed in India
after a quick enroute sip from
a UAE Air Force tanker," the
IAF said.

Sources said the French-
manufactured jet joined the
second Rafale squadron in
Hasimara that increased its
strength to 18 aircraft.
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The Delhi High Court on
Thursday reserved its judg-

ment on a batch of petitions chal-
lenging the Centre's Agnipath
scheme for recruitment in armed
forces. Besides pleas directly
challenging Agnipath, the High
Court also reserved its verdict on
petitions concerning the recruit-
ment processes for the armed
forces under certain previous
advertisements. 

A bench of Chief Justice
Satish Chandra Sharma and
Justice Subramonium Prasad
asked the counsel for petitions
and the Centre to file written
submissions by December 23,
after which the court will go on
vacation. 
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Anew World Health
Organisation (WHO)

report has revealed high levels
of resistance in bacteria, caus-
ing life-threatening blood-
stream infections, as well as
increasing resistance to treat-
ment in several bacteria caus-
ing common infections in the
community based on data
reported by 87 countries in
2020.

For the first time, the
Global Antimicrobial
Resistance and Use
Surveillance System (GLASS)
report provides analyses for
antimicrobial resistance (AMR)
rates in the context of nation-
al testing coverage, AMR
trends since 2017, and data on
antimicrobial consumption in
humans in 27 countries.

Within six years, GLASS

achieved participation from
127 countries with 72% of the
world’s population. The report
includes an innovative inter-
active digital format to facilitate
data extraction and graphics.

AMR is already a global
threat that contributes to
almost 5 million deaths per
year, while disproportionately
affecting low- and middle-
income countries. It poses seri-
ous threats to human, animal,
plant and environmental
health, and severely under-
mines the sustainability of agri-
food systems.

The report shows high lev-
els (above 50%) of resistance
were reported in bacteria fre-
quently causing bloodstream
infections in hospitals, such as
Klebsiella pneumoniae and
Acinetobacter spp. These life-
threatening infections require

treatment with last-resort
antibiotics, such as carbapen-
ems. However, 8% of blood-
stream infections caused by
Klebsiella pneumoniae were
reported as resistant to car-
bapenems, increasing the risk
of death due to unmanageable
infections.

Common bacterial infec-
tions are becoming increasingly
resistant to treatments. Over
60% of Neisseria gonorrhoea
isolates, a common sexually
transmitted disease, have
shown resistance to one of the
most used oral antibacterials,
ciprofloxacin. Over 20% of
E.coli isolates – the most com-
mon pathogen in urinary tract
infections – were resistant to
both first-line drugs (ampicillin
and co-trimoxazole) and sec-
ond-line treatments (fluoro-
quinolones), said the report.
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Bihar Deputy Chief Minister
Tejashwi Yadav on

Thursday launched a counter-
attack on the BJP, claiming that
States ruled by the saffron
party had the worst track
records in terms of spurious
liquor deaths.

The RJD leader gave a
statement before the media,
outside the Assembly which is
in session, claiming that
Madhya Pradesh and
Karnataka stood at the top in
terms of the number of hooch
deaths while even Gujarat, a
dry state, fared much worse
than Bihar which is under the
spotlight over the Saran hooch
tragedy that has killed over 20
people.

“I am reading out from a
statement given on the floor of
Parliament by Union Minister
of State for Home Nityanand
Rai, who incidentally hails
from Bihar, on July 19... BJP
leaders here may do well to
wear this on their chests,”
remarked Yadav, who was vis-
ibly displeased over frequent
disruptions of proceedings dur-
ing the ongoing winter session.

“The MoS had made the

statement in response to a
query from MP Danish Ali
who sought to know the num-
ber of deaths caused by the
consumption of spurious
liquor. The minister had quot-
ed NCRB data to submit that
between 2016 and 2020,
Madhya Pradesh accounted
for the highest number of 1,214
hooch deaths followed by
Karnataka where the number
was 909. Both states are ruled
by the BJP,” he said.

Another BJP-ruled state,

Haryana, stood at number four.
Even in Gujarat, a dry state
from where the Prime Minister
also hails, the number of hooch
deaths during the period was
50 while for Bihar it was only
21, Yadav said.

The deputy CM said, “BJP
MLAs have been demanding
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar’s
resignation over the Saran
hooch tragedy. Would they
make similar demands with
respect to CMs of states ruled
by their own party?”

The RJD leader also assert-
ed that the BJP had “no moral
right to raise the issue of vio-
lation of prohibition in Bihar”
and recalled the alleged
involvement of a brother of
Ram Surat Rai, then a minister
in the cabinet, in liquor trade,
“which I had raised while I was
in the opposition”.

The young leader also
sought to make light of the
remark of his septuagenarian
boss that “jo piyega woh mare-
ga (whoever drinks is doomed
to die)” which has come under
criticism from many quarters.

Political strategist turned
activist Prashant Kishor had
said at a press conference in
Sheohar: “I challenge Nitish
Kumar and his ministers to
share their wisdom in any of
the places where people have
lost their lives because of
hooch. They will get a taste of
the public anger”.

Yadav said, “What the CM
is implying is that a wrong deed
has unwarranted consequences.
It is also not proper to link
hooch deaths with prohibi-
tion. We must not lose sight of
the fact that even in states
where liquor is not banned,
hooch tragedies do take place”.
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Expressing serious concern
over the Centre’s submis-

sion in the Supreme Court
that a staggering 1.58 crore
children aged between 10 and
17 years were addicted to sub-
stances in the country, the
Maharashtra  Congress on
Thursday charged that the
drug smuggling had increased
considerably during the BJP’s
regime at the Centre.

Alluding to an affidavit
filed by the Centre in the Apex
court on Wednesday,
Maharashtra Congress presi-
dent Nana Patole said that the
drug situation had worsened
after the BJP came to power at
the Centre. “ In the last few
years, there has been a large
increase in cases of drug smug-
gling under the BJP’s rule,” he
said.

Commenting on the find-
ings of survey conducted by the
Centre in line with a directive
given by the Supreme Court,
Patole said: “India is seen as a

country of youth and 50 per
cent of the country’s population
is in the age group of 16 to 40.
The youth is the future of the
country. It is not good for the
future of our country that the
young generation is latching on
to drugs.

Alleging that the BJP –
which rules the Centre and the
states like Guajarat,
Maharashtra and Karnataka –
had failed to control the drug
trafficking in the country,
Patole said: “Drug trafficking
has increased significantly in
the last few years. The country
has seen thousands of tonnes of
drugs arrive at the private port
of Mundra in Gujarat, not just
once but many times. A con-
tainer containing narcotics was
also seized from the JNPT
port”.

“Even in Bangarulu, the
incident of the young genera-
tion getting addicted to drugs
has recently come to light.
These incidents show that the
central government has failed
to control the rising drug traf-

ficking in different types in the
country,” he said.

Accusing the BJP govern-
ment was trying to malign the
previous Shiv Sena-led MVA,
Patole said: “The current lBJP
government, which has failed
to bujst the drug racket in the
state  was earlier creating an
image that Mumbai is a city of
drug addicts when small quan-
tities of of ganja was found in
the homes of some celebrities
in Mumbai, during the MVA
government”.

growing number of drug
addicts in the country and the
failure of the government to
control it is a matter of concern.
This is a question of the coun-
try’s future rather than politics
and the central government
should immediately look into

this matter and work to dis-
courage the young generation
who are addicted to drugs,” the
State Congress chief said.

In its affidavit filed in the
apex court based on data col-
lated survey conducted
through the National Drug
Dependence Treatment Centre
(NDDTC) of the All India
Institute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS), the Centre had said
that alcohol was the most com-
monly used psychoactive sub-
stance by Indians followed by
Cannabis and Opioids. The
Centre’s affidavit said that
about 16 crore people consume
alcohol and more than 5.7
crore individuals were affected
by harmful or dependent alco-
hol use and need help.

The Government told the
apex court that  3.1 crore indi-
viduals used cannabis products
and about 25 lakh suffer from
cannabis dependence, while
2.26 crore people use opioids
and approximately 77 lakh
individuals require help for
opioid use problems.
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Making a contemptuous
remark against a sitting

Calcutta High Court judge,
senior Trinamool Congress
leader Kunal Ghosh on
Thursday said that it was due
to the orders passed by the said
judge that Opposition Leader
Suvendu Adhikari was getting
increasingly reckless in his
actions.

Ghosh a general secretary
of  TMC  and also its
spokesperson attacked Justice
Rajshekhar Mantha for allow-
ing judicial protection to
Adhikari against  FIRs and
arbitrary arrests by the police.

Ghosh’s statement came a
day after three persons died in
a stampede at Asansol where
thousands of people had gath-
ered in a programme  where
Adhikari was to distribute blan-
kets to the members of the
weaker sections of the society.

Drawing instant criticism
from the legal fraternity  Ghosh
said the manner in which

Justice Mantha had given pro-
tection to Adhikari from all
FIRs was anything but judi-
cious.

Saying that he had full
respect for the judiciary Ghosh
said “the manner in which
Justice Mantha has given
immunity — from all past and
future FIRs — to Suvendu
Adhikari is undemocratic and
biased.”

The court’s protection had
made Adhikari reckless a big
example of which was the
Wednesday’s stampede that
killed three persons, Ghosh
said.

“Justice Mantha will have
to take responsibility for the
tragedy,” Ghosh said wonder-
ing “in which law a court can
stop actions from being taken
against a person who is at
fault … what kind of law it is
… I am not criticising the judi-
cial system but I am with hope

that the Judge will review his
order in the Court.”

Hearing a petition, the
Judge had early this month
directed the police not to take
any action on past or future
FIRs lodged against Adhikari.
The State Government has
moved the Division Bench to
get the order providing judicial
immunity to Adhikari vacated.

The Opposition Leader —
who has been a senior TMC
leader with anumber of impor-
tant portfolios in Mamata
Banerjee cabinet changed sides
just ahead of the last year’s
Assembly elections — has been
engaged in a fierce turf war
with Abhishek Banerjee the
Trinamool Congress national
general secretary and nephew
of Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee.

Ghosh’s Thursday state-
ment is seen against the back-
drop of the ongoing battle
between Adhikari and junior
Banerjee. Slamming Ghosh
advocate Sabyasachi
Bhattacharya said “whatever
Mr Ghosh has said is con-
temptuous .”
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Ahead of the much-awaited
Assembly polls  the main-

stream political parties have
first started gearing up for the
Panchayat polls in Jammu and
Kashmir.

Though Opposition parties
have been demanding early
Assembly polls in Jammu and
Kashmir, it appears the Centre
is keen on testing the political
waters by first holding the
Panchayat polls.  

The election commission is
expected to gather feedback
from the UT administration
before finalising the election
schedule. The Panchayat polls
are expected to take place dur-
ing April-May 2023.

The possibility of holding
maiden Assembly polls in the
summer season looks bleak
even after the completion of the
special summary revision of
electoral rolls in the backdrop
of fresh delimitation exercise. 

Previously, the local bodies
elections were held in nine
phases between November-
December 2018, months after
the fall of the PDP-BJP alliance
government. The Panchayat
elections are actually due in
October 2023.

The election machinery in
the Union territory has already
set in motion the marathon

exercise for revision of
Panchayat Electoral rolls before
announcing the schedule.

The special drive is being
launched from December 21
with January 1, 2023 as the
qualifying date for eligible vot-
ers.

On ground zero, the polit-
ical parties too have started
holding mass contact programs
with their supporters.

District Panchayat Election
Officers (DPEO) have been
entrusted with the responsi-
bility to engage the government
functionaries and other stake-
holders to actively participate
in the Panchayat Electoral Roll
revision exercise to ensure
enrollment of all eligible voters
in the Electoral Roll.

Special arrangements have
been made across all the 20 dis-
trict headquarters to hold spe-
cial camps at block level.
Political observers claimed dur-
ing the local bodies elections in
2018 the two opposition parties
namely the National
Conference and Peoples
Democratic party had decided
to boycott the polls.
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Bollywood megastar Shah
Rukh Khan on Thursday

said that whatever happens
around people like him, they
will stay positive.

The comments came in
the midst of a row over a song
in his upcoming film ‘Pathaan’.

Addressing a gathering on
the occasion of the inaugura-
tion of the Kolkata
International Film Festival
(KIFF), Khan said, “Hamare
jaise positive log zinda hai
(We are positive and alive).”

This is seen as a response
to the criticism of his upcom-

ing film.
Protests have been staged

in various parts of the country
alleging a community has been
offended by the content of the
song “Besharam Rang” in the
yet to be released movie
‘Pathaan’.

Khan also said in his
speech, “Cinema brings to the
fore humanity’s immense
capacity for compassion, unity
and brotherhood.”

“Cinema is the best place to
sustain a counter-narrative that
speaks to the larger nature of
humankind,” Khan, the guest of
honour at KIFF, 
said.
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Giving wings to the dreams of the youth
through Mission Employment, the Uttar

Pradesh Government has given appointment let-
ters to 6,809 candidates so far, including 6,191
assistant teachers and 618 teachers.

The selection was done in four phases in the
state.

Besides, a total of 1,395 candidates, includ-
ing newly selected 1,272 teachers and 123 assis-
tant teachers, will soon be given appointment
letters in the fifth phase. The appointment let-
ters will be issued to the selected candidates
online as it was done earlier through the UP
Public Service Commission for the post of assis-
tant teacher and spokesperson in government
secondary schools.

The State Government is maintaining
absolute transparency in the recruitments.
Since Yogi Adityanath assumed power in 2017,
eligibility has become the only criterion for
appointment in Uttar Pradesh. Employment
opportunities are provided to all the candidates
in a fair and transparent manner.
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Jailed gangster-turned-politician Mukhtar
Ansari and Bhim Singh were on Thursday sen-

tenced to 10 years’ in prison under the Gangsters
Act.

According to reports, the conviction of
Ansari and Bhim Singh pertains to a number of
cases, including a 1996 case filed in Ghazipur
regarding attack on the additional superinten-
dent of police and killing of constable
Raghuvansh.

Both Ansari and Bhim Singh have also been
fined Rs 5 lakh.

Ansari, a five-time former MLA, has been
lodged in a jail in Banda for the last few years
in connection with criminal cases being probed
by the state police. On Wednesday, the 59-year-
old was arrested by the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) in a money laundering case after he was
produced before a court in Prayagraj and was
remanded in ED custody for 10 days. 

His MLA son Abbas Ansari was also arrest-
ed by the federal probe agency in November after
questioning at its sub-zonal office in 
Prayagraj. 
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Apriest of the Agastya Muni
Ashram in Bareilly, who

has solemnised over 64 inter-
faith marriages, has sought
security after he reportedly
received threatening calls.

The priest, Pandit KK
Shankdhar, met Bareilly’s
Senior Superintendent of
Police Akhilesh Chaurasia and
sought security.

He said he had solemnised
weddings of 64 Muslim women
with Hindu men in the past six
years— 20 this year alone.
Shankdhar claimed that he
was recently intercepted by
some youths near a shrine and
threatened but he managed to
escape.
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As the ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’
enters its 100th day Friday,

Congress watchers feel it has
found some answers the party
had been looking for on the road
for 2024 but questions remain
whether it will yield electoral
dividends going forward. The
Kanyakumari to Kashmir foot
march has also courted many
controversies and led to several
fiery exchanges between the
Congress and the BJP including
on Rahul Gandhi’s ever-growing
grey beard. With over 2,800 km
under his belt, Gandhi has man-
aged to catch the attention of his
supporters as well as detractors

and seen quite a few celebrities
including from the tinsel town
and academia walking alongside
him from time to time. A clear-
er picture of the impact on the
party’s electoral fortunes would
emerge in the Assembly polls
next year, including in
Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh and
Rajasthan, which were covered
well by the Yatra.

Former Congress leader
Sanjay Jha, who had also been a
party spokesperson, said the
Bharat Jodo Yatra could become
a “game-changer” for the
Congress in the long term.

"For one, it has revived the
political brand of Rahul Gandhi.
The BJP cannot ridicule him

anymore using their 'fake news
malicious campaign'. Secondly,
the Congress has at last con-
nected directly with the people
through this mass movement,"
he said.

Noting that it will definite-
ly percolate to the grassroots, Jha
stressed that the critical part
from now on is for Congress to
sustain the mobilisation through
its workers who are galvanized.
"The Himachal result shows
that the Congress can still pull
off a win against BJP if it demon-
strates the hunger to win. Next
year, the electoral impact of BJY
will be more visible in  Karna-
taka, Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh,
Madhya Pradesh, etc.," he said.
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In a shocking incident, five
police personnel have been

booked for ‘robbing’ �10,000
from a revenue officer and
assaulting his sister in
Ambedkar Nagar. The incident
took place in June last but the
report was only lodged now
after the court issued direction
in this regard.

An FIR has been registered
against a police inspector and
four of his subordinates in this
regard. As per the complainant,
the incident took place when he
was getting ready for office on
June 18.

“Cops entered my house
and misbehaved with me.

When my sister intervened, she
was thrashed by the cops who
also tore her clothes. I had
�10,000 Government money
which they robbed from me,”
he alleged in his complaint.
Initially, he met senior police
officers but got no response.

The victim then moved a
court in August following
which an FIR was registered at

the Bewana police station of
Ambedkar Nagar.

Station House Officer of
Bewana, Virendra Bahadur
Singh, said the FIR was regis-
tered against then inspector
Pandit Tiwari, Sub-Inspector
Sudama Yadav and constables
Ashutosh Kumar, Dheeraj
Kumar, Pradeep Yadav. They
have been booked on the
charges of robbery, assaulting
a woman using criminal force
and compelling her to be
naked, criminal intimidation,
voluntarily causing hurt,
wrongful restraint.

Singh said a circle officer
rank officer was probing the
case and action would be taken
accordingly.

.����������
���������������
'
��

�����
������;/�-�!� 
�	�������	
��

��
�� �
����

In a tragic incident, a six-
month-old infant was burnt

alive and two others suffered
critical burns when a leaking
gas cylinder caught fire in a
house at Beloth village in Agra
district on Wednesday.

The tragic incident took
place when a member of the
family went to the kitchen to
prepare milk for the infant. The
moment she lit the gas stove,
the leaking LPG cylinder
caught fire. 

The rising flames spread to
other parts of the house result-
ing in the death of the child.
Two members of the family,
Dorilal and his son Rishi, suf-
fered critical burns while try-
ing to douse the flames, sources
in the police said.

The grandmother of the
six-month-old infant had gone
to the kitchen to warm up milk
for the child and the moment
she lit the stove, the leaking
LPG cylinder caught 
fire.

The critically injured are
undergoing treatment at a hos-
pital, Station House Officer
Anandvir disclosed.

In another incident, at least
22 people suffered burn injuries
after a leaking gas cylinder trig-
gered fire at a wedding venue

in Hamirpur district late on
Wednesday night.

The incident took place in
Linga village of Rath town in
the district. Hemraj, a resident
of the village, had organised a
programme a day before his
wedding procession was to
leave for Chhatarpur 
district. 

On Wednesday, at 7 pm,
when the cook lit up the gas
stove, a fire erupted and in no
time it spread all around.

Twenty-two people,
including men, women and
children, were injured in the
accident.

However, the locals and fire
brigade personnel controlled
the flames.

Eight of the injured were
referred to the Orai medical
college hospital in Jalaun in
critical condition after first aid
at the local community health
centre.

Meanwhile, a police con-
stable, identified as Nandlal
Singh, posted at Brijmanganj
police station in Maharajganj
district, was found hanging
from the ceiling of his room on
Thursday morning.

Apart from informing the
relatives living in Kanpur about
the incident, the police have
started investigating the death
of the cop.
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Sir —  India has rightly condemned the visit
of Organisation of Islamic Cooperation
(OIC) secretary general Hissein Brahim
Taha’s visit to Pakistan Occupied Kashmir
(PoK).   This amounts to interference by a
third country on bilateral matters of India
and Pakistan.  Jammu and Kashmir is an
inalienable part of India.  In the past many
countries including the US and the UK have
offered to mediate in the matter for resolu-
tion of the ‘dispute’ on Kashmir which India
has rejected outright.  India has rightly
termed that the 57-member group of large-
ly Muslim majority nations has lost its cred-
ibility by taking a blatantly communal, par-
tisan and factually incorrect approach to
important issues. The support is not based
on any merit.   Pakistan sowed the seeds of
cross-border terrorism.  It has now grown
as a very big tree.   India has been cutting
that tree for the benefit of not only India but
to the world as a whole.  Taha says that the
OIC has been working on a plan to find a
channel of discussion.  India is never
averse to the channel of discussion on issues
of bilateral importance.   But India’s condi-
tion to Pakistan to desist from the activities
supporting and nursing terrorists and ter-
rorism has not yet been met with.  

KV Seetharamaiah | Bengaluru
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Sir —  It is better to call it quick rather than
being kicked off from the Grand alliance
leader. Nitish Kumar has taken a wise deci-
sion in getting out of the grand alliance. The
combination of 7 parties may break away
any time and put the leader in his place by
showing the door once results are not forth-
coming. Thus Nitish kumar put to rest all
speculation to rest on his political heir,
declared that his deputy and RJD leader
Tashvwsvi Prasad Yadav will lead the 7 par-
ties grand alliance in the 2025 Assembly
elections. He confided that enough is
enough. So the leader of the so-called
Grand Alliance or the Ghatbandan will be

Tejashwi for all practical purposes.
Furthermore he appealed to the leaders of
the 7-party alliance to support him as the
leader from here on Tejeshwi will be their
tall leader.

CK Dorai Ramani Suresh | Ghaziabad
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Sir —  35 years old Lionel Andrés Messi, also
known as Lionel Messi, world’s one of the
greatest football players who has won six
FIFA world player of the year awards, has
announced that the FIFA World Cup final
will be his last game for Argentina. Though
the World Cup football final will be held on
Sunday 18 December, even then after the
retirement announcement Messi said, "I feel
very happy to be able to achieve this, to fin-
ish my World Cup journey by playing my
last game in a final."

Messi now has 11 goals to his name in
25 matches. Not only with goals, but also
with assists, Messi set a new record. He is
the first player in World Cup history to score
a goal and provide an assist in the same game
in four matches. He has done this three times

in the ongoing World Cup and once back
in 2006 against Serbia. He led Argentina to
the final in which Messi, who is playing his
"record-equaling" fifth FIFA World Cup in
Qatar this year, will play the FIFA World Cup
final for the second time in his career. The
2014 edition as well, but had to settle for a
second-place finish. But this year, he will
hope to end the 36-year wait for his coun-
try and win the first ever World Cup title.
Besides, Messi has been on fire in this edi-
tion of the FIFA World Cup. He has won
four Player of the Match awards and has
found the back of the net in five out of the
six matches played so far. Compared to
modern day players, Messi’s decision of
retirement   may be slightly too early. True
legend of the game, we will miss his magic.
But still all the best to Messi. He deserves a
legendary farewell.

Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee |
Faridabad
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Uttarakhand -Kumaoni,
Garhwali, from Jammu and
Kashmir, Ladakh, Himachal
Pradesh region- Dogri,
Kashmiri, Ladakhi, Gaddi,
Pahari, etc. From the tribal part
of West Bengal, Jharkhand,
Chhatisgarh – Santhali,
Kurmali, Rajbanshi,
Chhotanagpuri, Chhattisgarhi
etc, are regularly making good
quality feature films to tell their
stories and trying to keeping
alive their art – culture – ritu-
als – traditions and of course
their dialect and language. So
many good quality films are
coming   from these invisible
parts of India, but very few of
them get their due recognition.
Unfortunately our system is
not allowing those incredible
creations to reach the film lov-
ing audience. Some of the
filmmakers are not even aware
about the procedure to partic-
ipate in film festivals. Phalke is
considered as a piece of histo-
ry then why not “Tanyabi
Firti” as the first Chakma lan-
guage film in the history of
Indian Cinema?

The Chief Minister of
West Bengal Mamata Banerjee
has been very supportive since
the beginning, she has request-
ed the audiences to come to
watch the Unheard India sec-
tion at the Opening Ceremony

of KIFF.  Veteran filmmaker
Mahesh Bhatt particularly
mentioned about the Unheard
India section. As he described
how important the section is.
“Through the feature length
cinema made in the rare or
aboriginal Indian languages,
one can preserve their own
mother-tongue, literature, cul-
ture, heritage,” Bhatt said from
the stage where the galaxy of
stars were present - from the
legendary Amitabh Bachchan
to iconic Kamal Hasan to the
heart throb Shah Rukh Khan,
as well as  the stars of  Bengali
film industry. 

In the bouquet of the
Unheard India: Rare Language
Cinema of the 28th Kolkata
International Film Festival this
year there will be three aborig-
inal languages - Rajbanshi,
Kurmali and Santhali from
host state West Bengal itself,
other languages are Maithili,
Byari, Sanskrit and Rabha.

The Rajbanshi film
Mansai directed by Ashutosh
Das, Kurmali film Tusu by
Biswajit Roy, Shishir Jha’s
Santhali film Dharti Latar Re
Horo (Tortoise under the
earth), Praatiek Sharrma’s
Maithili film Lotus
Boom, Aditya R. Chiranjeevi’s
Byari film Dharya,
Yadu Vijaykrishnan

Parameshwaran’s Sanskrit film
Bhagavadajjukam and
National Award-winning film-
maker Hiren Bora’s Rabha
film Nasimai (Darling) the
only representation from the
North East would also be
screened.

Interestingly three films
made in the rare languages -
Deepankar Prakash’s
Rajasthani film Naanera,
selected for the Indian
Language Competition
Section, while Kodava film
Pommale Kodagu (Incredible
Coorg) directed by
Kottukattira Prakash Kariappa,
produced by Yeshoda Prakash
and Tulu film Munni directed
by Ismail Moodushedde and
produced by Venkat Gowda
has been selected for the pres-
tigious Asian Select NETPAC
Award section of the forth-
coming 28th Kolkata
International Film Festival to
be held between 15 & 22
December 2022.  

The writer is a Film
Festival Curator, filmmaker,

producer and freelance writer.
He is the Curator of the

Unheard India: Rare
Language Indian Cinema sec-

tion of the 28th Kolkata
International Film Festival.

The views expressed are per-
sonal.
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The journey of the section
Unheard India – Rare
Language Indian Cinema
was started in 2015 at the

Kolkata International Film
Festival (KIFF). The veteran film-
maker Gautam Ghose, who is also
an active member of KIFF, has
always encouraged it and took the
great initiative to approve the pro-
posal of the Unheard India. 

In our childhood days,
around late 80s, every Sunday
afternoon there was screening of
films made in regional languages,
like – Assamese, Bengali, Odiya,
Tamil, Telugu, Malayalam,
Kannada, Marathi on
Doordarshan, the only available
TV channel at that time. Once in
a while, films on Konkani, Bodo
languages were also shown.

Language always fascinates
me and the diversity we see in the
Indian languages is amazing. It is
sad that many languages are
going to be extinct due to lack of
patronage and the influence of
other languages. Besides the  lit-
erature, it is also important to
describe the local folklore and
fables to be documented in audio
visual format. So, it is my effort
to convey the due respect to all the
Indian languages through cinema.

Days after I chose Film
Festival Curation or
Programming as my profession,
I discovered that many filmmak-
ers were making films in various
lesser known languages. There are
some languages which are spoken
only among some small commu-
nities or in a very small region,
like – Mising, Sherdukpan among
several tribal languages from
Arunachal Pradesh. Filmmakers
from the northeast are making
short and feature length films in
many languages like- Rabha,
Mizo, Khasi, Garo, Nagamese,
Dimasa, on a regular basis. In the
southern part of India, Karnataka
states presents a bouquet of Bayri,
Konkani, Tulu, Kodava, Banjara
languages apart from Kannada,
from Kerala Paniya, Irulu and
Adivasi languages are also there.
Jasari from Lakshadweep is
another example.

In north India filmmakers are
making films on various dialect
like Haryanvi, Rajasthani, from
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POINTCOUNTERPOINT

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi helped the
Bharatiya Janata Party

with a record victory of 156
seats in Gujarat. Now it may
be an intense Hindu makeover
surpassing the economy to
continue the spree till 2024
Lok Sabha poll

The party prefers to go
beyond economics and poli-
tics. It is setting the agenda for
an open debate before the poll
process begins in February
2023. The BJP starts method-
ically to pave the pitch for the
national elections to be pre-
ceded by elections to nine
state assemblies and four with
the Lok Sabha.

The economic rhetoric of
a $5-trillion economy would
remain there as it was also in
Gujarat for a state GDP of one
trillion, though it could not

create the mood that the party
may have liked. That led its
leaders to walk the extra – 50
km and 10 km patch for the
astounding victory. The magic
attraction of Modi finally did
the trick as also the party's
capability to muster over 16
lakh people at the polling sta-
tions in a jiffy in the second
phase on December 5. The
party’s financial and man-
power strength virtually
wiped out the opposition par-
ties, particularly Congress and
the AAP.

The 2024 elections once
again may not be contested on
economic blueprints. India
may be doing better with over
six per cent growth, but it may
not be enough to lure voters.

The BJP proceeds with the
cafeteria approach of cam-
paigning. It would be differ-

ent in each of the nine states
in 2023 in North East –
Meghalaya,  Nagaland,
Mizoram, Tripura; South –
Karnataka, Telangana; centre
- Chhattisgarh, Madhya
Pradesh and west – Rajasthan.

Andhra,  Arunachal,
Odisha and Sikkim are likely
to go to polls with the Lok
Sabha elections in April 2024.

The controversies, the BJP
poll organisers know, are vote
catchers. It may again gamble
on polarisation, population
or the divide with unique
packs in each state.

It has almost now centred
on the Uniform Civil Code
(UCC) to create a wave all
over the country. The discus-
sion on the issue of personal
laws touches almost al l
Indians. A small instance of
larger import was witnessed in

the Rajya Sabha on Friday,
December 9, with introduc-
tion of a private member’s Bill
by BJP MP, Kirodi Lal Meena.
He demanded a panel to pre-
pare and implement the UCC.
It  divides the house.
Expectedly the Congress,
TMC, DMK, CPI-M, CPI,
IUML, MDMK, Samajwadi
Party and RJD lodged strong
protests amid uproar.

Chairman Jagdeep
Dhankar called for division
and the motion was cleared
with 63 votes in favour and 23
against.

The UCC would be gar-
nished with the population
control policy for sharpening
the campaign. If the BJP con-
centrates on scrapping the
junking of ten-year-new cars,
started by UPA-Congress, in
all the states, it would touch

the hearts of several crore peo-
ple and families. It can be a
game changer as Switzerland
has taken the first step to do
away with improper tech elec-
tricity guzzler electric vehicles
-EV. Seething anger against
the forced junking of cars
and tractors is witnessed
among kisans of UP, Haryana,
Uttarakhand, Odisha, West
Bengal, Punjab and several
other states.

Once again there may be
freebies or not, the free food
dole is likely to get an exten-
sion till the Lok Sabha polls
along with many other pro-
grammes for the tribals, and
disadvantaged groups. The
programme is likely to be
extended to May 2024, in
phases.

The minorities are to be
given special favour in allot-

ments of PM Avas Yojana
houses, jobs in EWS quota,
al locations to religious
schools, madrasas and some
other programmes. It is inter-
esting to note that backward
minority communities are
gradually being attracted to
the Hindu party. The subtle
campaigning among minori-
ty groups of different religions
by RSS leader Indresh Kumar
has caught the fancy.

The minority denominat-
ed constituencies in the North
East, Telangana, Andhra and
Karnataka would be
approached by party cadres
for the next one year contin-
uously to lure them to vote for
the BJP. It is in touch with dif-
ferent churches. Various pro-
grammes tailored for each of
the states are aimed at swing-
ing the mood for the saffron

party. The approach, packag-
ing and methods are special to
each state concentrating on
welfare and popular imaging.

The local religious icons
too would be projected in
many ways. In Arunachal,
Donyi-Polo, the Sun-Moon
Temple, is getting keen atten-
tion. Modi opened the Donyi-
Polo airport sometime back.
Nagaland is varied and so are
other states in the region. An
RSS leader says that the Sangh
had been catering to NE trib-
als groups for decades.

The novel campaign plank
has been designed to surpass
the economic issues and cap-
ture the electorate's imagina-
tion to win over the elections
with a mix of emotions, con-
nect and divide to perpetuate
its rule till 2047 or centenary
of Independence.
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(The author is a member of
advisory committee of
Ministry of Shipping)
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Quasar Jahan, 28, throws a glance
at the design of foliage and
starts embroidery, humming a
Hindi movie song that talks

about a better future. She is part of a
group of women who are busy with
embroidery work. She looks around and
says: “Everyone here is giving shape to
their future through these designs.”

Anum, 26, sitting near Quasar,
responds to her with a smile radiating the
courtyard with positivity. Both are among
thousands of women who work as
‘chikankari’ artisans in Lucknow, who
embroider intricate designs on clothes
that are much in demand in big cities like
Delhi, Mumbai and Kolkata, and even in
Europe and the US.

Quasar has a traumatic past, which
she wants to forget. Married at the age of
15, she was divorced when she was 22,
while she was a mother of two children
– a son aged five years old and a daugh-
ter, who was three years old. Quasar never
went to a school. She was pushed into an
early marriage, and then had to go
through the heartbreak of a broken rela-
tionship. She took up chikankari to sup-
port herself and her children. She learned
the centuries-old art of embroidery and
with practice and perseverance, she now
works magic with her nimble fingers.

Chikan embroidery is not new for
Quasar as she has seen women at differ-
ent centres, which could even be the
courtyard of a house, where women sit
down to embroider after finishing their
chores. She learned the artwork painstak-
ingly and started working with the ladies.
Initially, she earned Rs 100-125 per day
after almost 8-10 hours of work.

As per the government record, chikan
embroidery provides employment to
over 350,000 artisans, mostly Muslim
women, around Lucknow. Besides, close
to a million people are associated with the
chikan trade, as raw material suppliers,
contractors, manufacturers and retailers.

“Poverty liberated me. It forced me to
come out of the confines of the four walls
of my house to earn money. This gave me
confidence and I used my earnings to
educate my son and daughter,” said
Shahida Khatoon, another chikankari
artisan.

The transformation in her life came
in 2017 when the chikan embroidery
work was adopted by the provincial gov-
ernment of Uttar Pradesh under the ‘One
District One Product (ODOP)’ Scheme,
which aims to preserve, develop and
boost the demand of local arts and
crafts.

Quasar and women like her have now
found a market and even have learned
new words like “exhibition” and “bou-
tique”– and now they know their chikan
embroidery is much in demand. Last
week she went to Pune, a city in western
India, and returned home earning a prof-
it of Rs 27,000.
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(Biswajeet Banerjee is
based in Lucknow and

Tahir Amin in
Islamabad) 

Almost at the same time,
Seema Babar, an embroidery arti-
san in the Nowshera district of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in Pakistan,
rues that despite getting appreci-
ation for training illiterate women
in embroidery there is no govern-
ment support. “Different govern-
ment departments have appreci-
ated our efforts in imparting
vocational training to women but
are reluctant in releasing funds,”
she said.

Seema, an Islamic scholar,
had started a skill training centre
in the verandah of her house.
They impart training in tailoring
and embroidery. She used this
centre to provide employment to
women.

“Most of these women are illit-
erate housewives. Some of them
have diplomas (in embroidery)
from government centres. Still,
they come here because they do
not have employment opportuni-
ties in those centres,” Seema said.

The centre takes tailoring and
embroidery orders from garment
shops. These women complete the
orders and this way they earn
some money. “Had the govern-
ment supported us, we would have
done better. What we need is
cheap raw materials and govern-
ment help in finding buyers. It is
a big struggle to keep this trade
afloat without any support,” she
said.

Mehreen, another artisan, has
been in this trade for the last four
years. Her intricate designs have
won laurels across Pakistan.
“People like my embroidery and
I am getting orders from people.
Now, I am planning to export
readymade garments to the

Middle East and Europe. The
problem is I do not have a space
where I can make women sit and
work for me. I have hired eight
women who work from their
homes. I get orders and pass it on
to these women. Once I complete
the order, I get money. The prof-
it margin is very less as the mid-
dleman takes the major portion of
the profit,” she said.

She recounts that once a non-
governmental organisation
(NGO) approached her with the
proposal that it would finance and
provide the raw materials but the
profit would be shared. She reject-
ed the offer.

“We are facing a severe chal-
lenge in the form of high input
costs, bad transportation, and
unavailability of raw material,
frequent power outages, and lack
of skilled workers. No government
institution extends a helping
hand,” Mehreen said.

Nazeer Ahmad Ansari who
runs his power loom in Tando
Adam Khan in Sindh province of
Pakistan, is now thinking of clos-
ing down his shop because of high
input costs and load shedding.

The attitude of the govern-
ments of the two countries – India
and Pakistan – reflects their
approach. On the one hand, the
Indian government is alive to the
problems of the people involved
in small-scale industries and has
formulated policies, on the other,
the government in Pakistan is still
grappling with the issue and it still
uses Small and Household
Manufacturing Industries
(SHMIs) census of 2015 to formu-
late its cottage industry.

The Federal Board of Revenue

(FBR) in Pakistan in its report says
that cottage and small-scale indus-
tries have a great scope in
Pakistan. It generates employ-
ment for the nation and improves
the balance of trade in the coun-
try and employs about 81 per cent
of the total labour force.

Government officials vouch
that the cottage industry has a job
creation potential which in turn
can help in the reduction of
poverty, but no government in
Pakistan has taken this sector seri-
ously. “The negligence is evident
from the fact that Pakistan still
uses the census of 2015,” said an
official.Uttar Pradesh is home to
230 million people, equivalent to
that of Pakistan. Under this
ODOP scheme, Itra (perfume) of
Kannauj, carpets of Bhadohi,
brassware of Moradabad, Kala
Namak rice from Kushinagar, are
being taken to the global market.

“More than 20 million ODOP
products worth $12.19 billion
have been sold in 2020-21 on the
Flipkart portal which has helped
artisans of UP in a big way,”
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath said.

In ODOP more than 10 lakh
beneficiaries were given loans of
about Rs 30,000 crore (US dollars
368.45 billion) through four
online fairs.

Quasar is one of the beneficia-
ries of the ODOP scheme.
“Initially, I did not have funds. The
loan provided by the government
helped me purchase raw materi-
als. The government initiative
also helped me find a market.
Now, I can say with pride that I
too am an entrepreneur who has
a business of my own,” she says.
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Russia's Foreign Ministry
warned Thursday that if
the United States con-

firms reports that it plans to
deliver sophisticated air defense
missiles to Ukraine, it would be
“another provocative move by
the U.S.” that could prompt a
response from Moscow.

Ministry spokesperson
Maria Zakharova said in a
weekly briefing Thursday that
“the U.S. Has effectively
become a party” to the war in
Ukraine, following reports that
it will provide Kyiv with Patriot
surface-to-air missiles, the most
advanced the West has yet
provided to help Ukraine's
military repel Russian aerial
attacks.

Zakharova added that
growing amounts of U.S.
Military assistance, including
the transfer of such sophisti-
cated weapons, "would mean
even broader involvement of
military personnel in the hos-
tilities and could entail possi-
ble consequences.” She did not
specify what the consequences
might be.

U.S. Officials said Tuesday
that Washington was poised to

approve sending a Patriot mis-
sile battery to Ukraine, finally
agreeing to an urgent request
from Ukrainian leaders des-
perate for more robust weapons
to shoot down incoming
Russian missiles that have crip-
pled much of the country's vital
infrastructure. An official
announcement is expected
soon. 

A Patriot battery can need

as many as 90 troops to oper-
ate and maintain it, and for
months the U.S. Was reluctant
to provide the complex system
because sending forces into
Ukraine to operate it is a non-
starter for the administration of
President Joe Biden. 

Yet concerns remain that
even without the presence of
U.S. Servicemen to train
Ukrainians on how to use the

system, deployment of the mis-
siles could provoke Russia or
risk that a fired projectile could
end up hitting inside Russia,
further escalating the conflict.

Even before reports
emerged on the delivery of
Patriot systems, Dmitr y
Medvedev, deputy head of
Russia's Security Council
which is chaired by President
Vladimir Putin, warned that if

Patriots enter Ukraine “along
with NATO personnel, they
will immediately become a
legitimate target for our
armed forces.” 

Asked Wednesday whether
the Kremlin backs that threat,
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov answered yes, but added
in a conference call with
reporters that he would refrain
from more detailed comment
until the U.S. Officially
announces the Patriot delivery
to Ukraine. White House and
Pentagon leaders have said
consistently that providing
Ukraine with additional air
defenses is a priority, and
Patriot missiles have been
under consideration for some
time. Officials said that as the
winter closed in and the
Russian bombardment of civil-
ian infrastructure escalated,
that consideration took on
increased priority. Ukraine's
electricity provider said
Thursday that the country's
energy system was suffering a
“significant deficit of electric-
ity,” and that emergency shut-
downs had been applied in
some areas of the country as
temperatures hover around or
below freezing.
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Patriot missile systems have
long been a hot ticket item

for the US and allies in contest-
ed areas of the world as a cov-
eted shield against incoming
missiles. In Europe, the Middle
East and the Pacific, they guard
against potential strikes from
Iran, Somalia and North Korea.

So it was a critical turning
point when news broke this
week that the U.S. Has agreed to
send a Patriot missile battery to
Ukraine — something
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy has sought for
months to augment his country's
air defenses. U.S. Officials have
confirmed the agreement, and
an official announcement is
expected soon. But experts cau-
tion that the system's effective-
ness is limited, and it may not be
a game changer in the war.

A look at what the system is
and what it does: 
WHAT IS THE PATRIOT? 

The Patriot is a surface-to-
air guided missile system that
was first deployed in the 1980s
and can target aircraft, cruise
missiles and shorter-range bal-
listic missiles. 

Each Patriot battery consists
of a truck-mounted launching
system with eight launchers that
can hold up to four missile inter-
ceptors each, a ground radar, a
control station and a generator.
The Army said it currently has
16 Patriot battalions. A 2018
International Institute for
Strategic Studies report found
those battalions operate 50 bat-
teries, which have more than
1,200 missile interceptors.

The U.S. Batteries are regu-
larly deployed around the world.

In addition, Patriots also are
operated or being purchased by
the Netherlands, Germany,
Japan, Israel, Saudi Arabia,
Kuwait, Taiwan, Greece, Spain,
South Korea, the United Arab
Emirates, Qatar, Romania,
Sweden, Poland and Bahrain. 

The Patriot system “is one
of the most widely operated and
reliable and proven air missile
defense systems out there,” and
the theater ballistic missile
defense capability could help
defend Ukraine against Iranian-
supplied ballistic missiles, said
Tom Karako, director of the
Missile Defense Project at the
Center for Strategic and
International Studies.
PATRIOT COST

Over the years the Patriot
system and missiles have been
continually modified. The cur-
rent interceptor missile for the
Patriot system costs approxi-
mately $4 million per round and
the launchers cost about $10
million each, CSIS reported in
its July missile defense report. At
that price, it's not cost effective
or optimal to use the Patriot to
shoot down the far smaller and
dramatically cheaper Iranian
drones that Russia has been buy-

ing and using in Ukraine. 
“Firing a million-dollar mis-

sile at a $50,000 drone is a los-
ing proposition,” said Mark
Cancian, a retired Marine Corps
reserves colonel and senior
adviser at CSIS.
DEPLOYMENT CONCERNS

A Patriot battery can need
as many as 90 troops to operate
and maintain it, and for months
the U.S. Was reluctant to provide
the complex system because
sending forces into Ukraine to
operate it is a non-starter for the
Biden administration. 

But there were also concerns
that deployment of the system
would provoke Russia, or risk
that a missile fired could end up
hitting inside Russia, which
could further escalate the con-
flict. According to officials, the
urgent pleadings of Ukrainian
leaders and the devastating
destruction of the country's
civilian infrastructure, including
loss of electricity and heat as
winter drags on, ultimately over-
came U.S. Reservations about
supplying the Patriots.

A key hurdle will be train-
ing. U.S. Troops will have to train
Ukrainian forces on how to use
and maintain the system. Army

solders assigned to Patriot bat-
talions get extensive training to
be able to effectively locate a 
target, lock on with radar and
fire.

The U.S. Has trained
Ukrainian troops on other com-
plex weapons systems, including
the High Mobility Artillery
Rocket Systems, known as
HIMARS. In many cases they've
been able to shorten the train-
ing, getting Ukrainian troops out
to the battlefront in weeks.
Officials have declined to pro-
vide details on how long the
Patriots training would take
and where exactly it will be done.
PATRIOT CAPABILITIES 

Ukraine faces a range of
Russian threats, and the Patriot
is good against some and not
that useful against others. 

One former senior military
official with knowledge of the
Patriot system said it will be
effective against short-range
ballistic missiles and it represents
a strong message of U.S. Support,
but one battery isn't going to
change the course of the war.

The official, who spoke on
condition of anonymity because
the Ukraine deal has not yet
been made public, noted that
one Patriot battery has a long fir-
ing range, but can cover only a
limited broad area. As an exam-
ple, Patriots can effectively pro-
tect a small military base, but
can't fully protect a large city
such as Kyiv. They could only
provide coverage for a segment
of a city.

Patriots are often deployed
as a battalion, which includes
four batteries. This won't be the
case with Ukraine, which offi-
cials said would be receiving one
battery.
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When 25-year-old Anastasia
Mokhina donned fatigues and

rushed off with her husband to help
Ukraine defend itself as Russia invad-
ed on February 24, she quickly
realised the military wasn't well pre-
pared for an influx of women vol-
unteers.

So her elder half-brother Andrii
Kolesnyk, who was prevented from
doing military service by a childhood
disability, and his wife, Kseniia
Drahaniuk, mobilised at home to
ship her needed items.

Word spread fast inside the
ranks that amateur quartermasters
were focusing on women's particu-
lar needs, and a home-grown supply
operation for female soldiers was
born.

Now, a volunteer group called
“Zemliachky” — roughly translated
as “women compatriots” — is serv-
ing many of the 57,000 women in the
Ukrainian military with boots, uni-
forms, stand-to-pee tubes, wireless
bras, thermal underwear, medicines,
right-sized bulletproof plates for
their flak jackets, and care packages
with items like lotions, shampoo,
toothpaste, and feminine hygiene
products.

In short, the group fill unantic-

ipated gaps in the Ukrainian mili-
tary's own supply operation.

“Our army was not prepared for
the fact that so many women would
appear in the army,” said Drahaniuk,
a 26-year-old journalist from Yalta,
in now-occupied Crimea, sitting in
front of metal shelves stocked with
army boots and uniforms.

Today, at least 6,000 Ukrainian
women have deployed on or near the
front lines, in roles like paramedics
and intelligence officers — but also
snipers and artillery gunners.

They have joined the fight in a
country where all men aged 18 to 60,
with some exceptions, have been
barred from leaving under martial
law enacted after Russia's invasion.

When it got started, the associ-
ation outsourced manufacturing of
uniforms for women, but has since
designed and produced them from a
factory in the northeastern city of
Kharkiv.

It all began with a need expressed
by Mokhina, recalled Drahaniuk: “I
need lip balm and hand cream,
because my hands crack in the cold,
and it's a pain.”

Zemliachky has helped distrib-
ute more than USD 1 million worth
of support — about one-fifth of that
through direct donations, the rest in
in-kind support.

Its corporate contributors include
medical supply firms, beauty salons
and the gaming industry, Drahaniuk
said.

All Ukrainians have been
impacted by President Vladimir
Putin's war in their country, which
widened a conflict that began in 2014
when pro-Russian separatists in the
eastern Donbas rebelled against the
Kyiv government, and Russia illegally
annexed Ukraine's southern penin-

sula of Crimea.
Women, in ways large and small,

have borne the brunt: Millions fled
the country, often with children or
elderly relatives in tow.

Human rights monitors say some
who remained were raped, sexually
abused, or otherwise brutalised. As
with many Ukrainian civilians, an
untold number were injured or killed
in Russian attacks.

“I didn't know what to do. I just

wanted to do something,” said
Mokhina, who has worked as a sig-
nals and communications specialist
and with territorial defence units in
Kyiv. 

“We just wanted to fight back. So
my father and I said, We will go' —
and went straight to the nearby
army post.”

After the war broke out,
Ukraine's military outfitted many
women with small-sized men's uni-

forms or boots. 
In recent months, as part of its

response, Zemliachky has crafted its
designs to account for women's bod-
ies, sizes and needs.

Dozens of orders come in and go
out by truck, train and courier daily,
and a converted two-room ware-
house stall in northeastern Kyiv
serves as a showroom where women
on leave can pick up the wares —
made available for free — themselves.

Once, Drahaniuk recalled, she
got a call indicating that an order for
10 uniforms and pairs of shoes
needed to be reduced to five — after
a Russian attack one night cost five
lives.

"They really give their lives for
the freedom of our country,” she said.

Last week, a pair of women in
fatigues drew a joyful hug from
Drahaniuk as they entered the sup-
ply room to collect new gear, raving
about Zemliachky's support, which
goes beyond equipment — like post-
ing personal portrait stories of
women soldiers or training videos
online.

“Ksyusha gave us everything we
wear. ... She is our saviour,” said Maria
Stalynska, who joined the military in
August and has been on an unspec-
ified front line, using a nickname for
Drahaniuk.

“There are even cases when we
need medicine or a hospital. We
immediately go to Ksyusha.”

“We are really grateful. These
people really do a lot for us women,
for the army, for protection,” she
added. “They support us in every-
thing.”

Kateryna Pryimak, co-founder of
Ukraine's Women Veteran Move-
ment, says groups like Zemliachky
and another whose name translates
roughly as “Arm Women Now” pro-
vide a crucial role because for years,
“material support of women in the
army” — uniforms, shoes, underwear
— “was a problem.”

“Our organisation, as a commu-
nity of military women and veterans
who have been taking care of these
issues for a long time, is very glad that
we have allies,” she said.

The military activities of volun-
teers like her could reshape the
image of women in what many see
as a male-dominated society.

“After the victory of Ukraine, the
behaviour of men toward women will
change,” said Drahaniuk.

“In civilian life, there will be the
women who fought, and the men
who didn't, and it could change
things like professional advance-
ment, salaries, even the culture of
women in society .
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The European Union's Parlia-
ment is reviewing its files

involving Qatar to see if any
pressure was exerted on law-
makers, the assembly's president
said Thursday as a corruption
scandal rocked the EU's only
directly elected institution.

Parliament President
Roberta Metsola said the work
under review includes an agree-
ment to allow Qataris with bio-
metric passports to have short
visa-free stays in the EU. On
Monday, the agreement was
“sent back to committee for a full
investigation,” she said.

Metsola said questions also
have surfaced about a separate
EU-Qatar air agreement on
which the European Parliament
must be consulted. Talks have
started with the EU's executive
branch, the European Commis-
sion, to assess whether the
accord should be suspended.

The agreement, signed in
October 2021, would allow all
EU airlines to operate direct
flights to Qatar from any airport
in the 27-nation bloc and give
Qatari airlines the same access
to European capitals. EU mem-
ber countries have yet to approve
it.

Metsola vowed that this

would not be all. “We will look
into everything. We will look
into any undue pressure and any
undue influence that we see that
takes place,” she told reporters
after talks with EU leaders in
Brussels.

Belgian prosecutors have
charged four people with cor-
ruption, participation in a crim-
inal group and money launder-
ing on suspicion of trying buy
political favours at the parlia-
ment with money or gifts.

They include a former vice
president of the European
Parliament and her partner.
Greek lawmaker Eva Kaili
remains in custody awaiting a
hearing on December 22 and
whose term in office was ter-
minated by lawmakers this
week. Her partner, Francesco
Giorgi, who is a parliamentary

advisor.
The heads of two charity

groups have were charged. Pier
Antonio Panzeri, head of the
Fight Impunity campaign group
and a former member of the EU
parliament, and Niccolo Figa-
Talamanca, secretary-general of
another non-governmental
organisation, No Peace Without
Justice.

Metsola promised sweeping
reforms in coming months to
crack down on corruption and
influence peddling at the assem-
bly.

Referring to the institu-
tion's transparency register, she
said: “yesterday, an NGO called
No Peace Without Justice, which
is allegedly connected to this
investigation that is ongoing,
which had 11 persons accredit-
ed on it, was suspended.
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Revelations that the Vatican let
a famous priest off the hook

twice for abusing his authority
over adult women has exposed
two main weaknesses in the
Holy See's abuse policies: sexu-
al and spiritual misconduct
against adult women is rarely if
ever punished, and secrecy still
reigns supreme, especially when
powerful priests are involved.

The Jesuit order, to which
Pope Francis belongs, was forced
to admit Wednesday that its ini-
tial statements about the Rev.
Marko Ivan Rupnik, an inter-
nationally recognised religious
artist, were less than complete.
The order had said Rupnik was
accused in 2021 of unspecified
problems “in the way he exer-
cised his ministry” but that the
Vatican's Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith deter-
mined the allegations were too
old to prosecute.

But under questioning by
journalists, the Jesuit superior
general, the Rev. Arturo Sosa,
acknowledged the Congregation
had prosecuted Rupnik for a
separate, prior case from 2019
that ended with his conviction
and temporary excommunica-
tion for one of the gravest
crimes in the church's in-house
canon law: that he used the con-
fessional to absolve a woman
with whom he previously had
sexual relations.

The case dates from 2015,
when Rupnik was in Rome, and
also included an accusation of
false mysticism that wasn't pros-
ecuted, according to a person
familiar with the case who was
not authorised to speak about it. 

Rupnik quickly admitted

to the confession-related crime
and formally repented, and the
Congregation immediately lift-
ed his excommunication from
the church, Sosa said in response
to a question from The
Associated Press.

While the Jesuits barred
Rupnik from hearing confes-
sions or giving spiritual direc-
tion, the restrictions on his
ministry did not prevent him
from celebrating Mass or
preaching. He continued writing
and making his art without the
public, the consecrated women
in his community or even his
own Jesuit confreres knowing
the truth.

Rupnik is unknown to most
Catholics but is a giant within
the Jesuit order and the Catholic
hierarchy because he is one of
the church's most sought-after
artists. His mosaics depicting
biblical scenes decorate the
basilica in Lourdes, France, the
Vatican's own Redemptoris
Mater chapel and the John Paul
II institute in Washington, and
are due to grace the new basili-
ca in Aparecida, Brazil. He
designed the Vatican logo for the
2022 World Meeting of Families,
and was featured in a Vatican
News television interview to
describe the religious inspiration
behind it.
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The company that assembles
Apple Inc.'s iPhones has

announced it is easing COVID-
19 restrictions at its largest fac-
tory in China that led thousands
of workers to quit and drastically
slowed production.

Foxconn Technology Group
said in a statement on one of its
official WeChat social media
accounts that it would end the
so-called “closed loop” system at
the facility in Zhengzhou, cen-
tral China, that required work-
ers to say in their workplaces and
dormitories to prevent the
spread of coronavirus infec-
tions.

The move announced Wed-
nesday came about a week after
China began easing harsh CO-
VID-19 curbs despite signs the
number of infections is rising.

Following a spate of protests
across the country last month
many “zero-COVID” restric-
tions were lifted. That means
people no longer need to take
frequent COVID-19 tests to
travel on public transport. If they
do test positive for the virus, they
can isolate at home if they have
only mild or no symptoms
instead of being sent to a quar-
antine centre.

Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping's government is still offi-
cially committed to stopping
virus transmission. But the gov-
ernment's latest moves suggest
authorities will tolerate more
infections without quarantines
or shutting down travel or busi-
nesses.

Thousands of workers at the
huge factory in Zhengzhou

walked out in late October over
complaints of unsafe working
conditions — such as food
shortages due to closed cafete-
rias — and a virus outbreak at
the plant.

The last quarter of the year
is typically a busy season for
companies like Foxconn as they
ramp up production ahead of
the end of year holiday rush.
Apple has warned that iPhone
14 deliveries would be delayed
due to manufacturing disrup-
tions.

Foxconn, headquartered in
New Taipei City, Taiwan, has
been trying to rebuild its work-
force after the massive walkout
in late October. The company
then ended up apologising after
a pay dispute triggered protests
by workers who said Foxconn
had changed the terms of wages
offered to attract them to the fac-
tory.

In its announcement, the
company said it would no longer
provide free meals to workers
because factory cafeterias would
reopen. Instead, meal expenses
will be deducted from employ-
ees' wages as usual, though
workers who must quarantine
after testing positive for the
virus will still get free meals.
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The head of the UN nuclear
watchdog agency said

Thursday his organisation will
push to bolster its capacity to
verify North Korean nuclear
activities and raise internation-
al awareness of the urgency of its
weapons programme.

Rafael Grossi, director-gen-
eral of the International Atomic
Energy Agency, made the com-
ments during his meeting in
Seoul with South Korean
Foreign Minister Park Jin,
according to the South Korean
Foreign Ministry. 

Grossi flew to South Korea
on Wednesday for his first trip
to the Asian country since he
took office in 2019.

During their meeting
Thursday, Park appraised what
he called IAEA's persistent
efforts to convince North Korea
to return to an international
nonproliferation regime. Park
said South Korea will coordinate
with IAEA more closely to try to
achieve North Korea's denu-
clearization, Park's ministry said
in a statement.

Grossi sad IAEA will keep
closely monitoring North
Korean nuclear activities. He
said IAEA will push to promote
member states' awareness of
the seriousness of the North's
nuclear programme while trying
to strengthen capabilities to ver-
ify its nuclear activities, the
statement said.

In remarks open to the
media at the start of the meet-
ing, Grossi said that “concerns
around and about the nuclear
programme” of North Korea are
among “so many important
issues” that IAEA and South
Korea are working on together.

During a separate meeting
with South Korean President
Yoon Suk Yeol earlier Thursday,
Grossi said IAEA will make
efforts to help curb North
Korea's nuclear programme
while the South Korean leader
called for IAEA's support for a
push for North Korea's denu-
clearization, according to Yoon's
office.

Worries about North
Korea's nuclear arsenal have
grown in recent months as the
country has tested nuclear-capa-
ble missiles in a record pace and
threatened the preemptive use of
nuclear weapons. South Korean
and US officials have said for
months that North Korea has
been ready to perform its first
nuclear test in five years.

In late October, Grossi said
IAEA also saw preparations for
a North Korea nuclear test. He
said the test "would be yet
another confirmation of a pro-
gramme which is moving full-
steam ahead in a way that is
incredibly concerning.”

The IAEA has not had
access to North Korean nuclear
facilities since the country kicked
out IAEA inspectors in 2009.
The agency has said it uses satel-
lite imagery and open source
information to monitor devel-
opments in North Korea's
nuclear programme.
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At least 15 people were inju-
red on Thursday when

Afghan border troops resorted
to "indiscriminate firing" across
the border into Balochistan
province, Pakistani defence
sources said, the second such fir-
ing in less than a week.

According to the sources,
the firing took place in Balo-
chistan province's Chaman area,
and "children and women" were
also injured.

Dr Abdul Malik of District
Headquarters Hospital Chaman
told Pakistani media that at
least 15 injured civilians were
brought to the facility.

It was the second cross-bor-
der attack by the Afghan troops.
They had resorted to a similar
act on December 10, which
killed seven civilians and injured
another 16.

Pakistan had condemned
the incident at the highest level,
but the Afghan authorities ex-
pressed regret, following which
Islamabad decided not to pur-
sue it any further.

The latest firing, however,
shows the mistrust between the
two sides.

The Chaman border cross-
ing, also known as Friendship
Gate, connects Balochistan
province to Afghanistan's Kan-
dahar. It was closed last month
after an armed Afghan crossed
onto Pakistan's side of the bor-
der and opened fire on securi-
ty troops, killing a soldier and
injuring another two.
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Thousands of nurses emplo-
yed in the UK's state-fund-

ed National Health Service
(NHS), many of them Indian,
are joining picket lines up and
down the country on Thursday
in the biggest strikes in history
to demand better pay and work-
ing conditions amid a cost-of-
living crisis.

Up to 100,000 nursing staff
are taking part in strikes in
England, Northern Ireland and
Wales in protest against what
they say is years of real-terms
pay cuts due to inflation and
concerns over patient safety. A
further day of strike action is also
planned for next Tuesday.

"For many of us, this is our
first time striking and our emo-
tions are really mixed. The NHS
is in crisis, the nursing profession
can't take any more, our loved
ones are already suffering,” said
Pat Cullen, General Secretary
and Chief Executive of the Royal
College of Nursing (RCN).

"It is not unreasonable to
demand better. This is not some-
thing that can wait. We are com-
mitted to our patients and
always will be,” she said. RCN
has been campaigning for a
pay rise and demanding that the
government allow the NHS to
recruit and retain the nursing
staff it desperately needs.
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Nearly a fortnight after
China lifted the much-
despised 'zero-Covid'

restrictions following a spate of
protests, the country is reeling
under a massive coronavirus
wave, with a Chinese diplomat
blaming "foreign forces" for the
anti-government demonstra-
tions. 

Videos circulating in
China's social media showed
clinics in Beijing and some
other cities flooded with patients
with queues extending onto
footpaths with people patiently
waiting for their turn in the cold
winter.

Videos also showed many
hooked on to IV drips waiting
in their cars and in the parking

outsides of the clinics.
While many with heavy

fever waited outside the clinics,
the Omicron virus is having a
field day with most of the apart-
ment blocks, which were earli-
er under the cover of zero-
Covid reported fast-increasing
cases.

The virus is not sparing any-
one, including Chinese Foreign
Ministry officials, Beijing-based
diplomats and journalists.

Meanwhile, a senior Chi-
nese diplomat has alleged that
last month's anti-zero covid
protests, which included slogans
against President Xi Jinping and
the ruling Communist Party,
were caused by the local gov-
ernment's failure to manage the
epidemic but were soon “taken
advantage of ” by "foreign

forces."
The remarks by Lu Shaye,

China's Ambassador to France,
were the first by a Chinese offi-
cial after rare protests erupted in
Beijing, Shanghai, Guangdong,
and other cities, Hong Kong-
based South China Morning
Post reported on Thursday.

A transcript of Lu's com-
ments made at a reception on
December 7 was published on
the Chinese embassy's website. 

“In the beginning, I think
the Chinese public initiated the
protests to express their dissat-
isfaction (with) how local gov-
ernments have failed to fully
implement the central govern-
ment's policies. But the protests
were soon being taken advan-
tage of by foreign forces,” Lu said.

“I think the ‘real protests'

only happened on the first day.
Foreign forces came into play
already on the second day,” said
Lu, whose fiery remarks in the
past have made him one of the
high-profile “wolf warrior”
diplomats of China, the report
said.

Under the zero-Covid pol-
icy, anyone testing positive for
covid and their contacts would
immediately have sent, in some
cases dragged to government-
run quarantine homes where
people complained about poor
conditions.

However, the government
apparently peeved over the
protests in several cities includ-
ing Beijing, announced on
December 3 the lifting of vari-
ous restrictions including
mandatory interning in quar-
antine centres.

The government also
removed scores of testing cen-
tres and the results of those who
underwent testing in commu-
nity centres stopped showing in
official Apps.

Instead, people were advised
to treat themselves at home for
mild symptoms with official
epidemiologists suddenly assur-
ing people that the Omicron
variant, currently sweeping
across the country, is not dan-
gerous unlike the Delta virus and
will subside after a few days of
rest and medicines. 
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The U.N. Economic and
Social Council voted

Wednesday to immediately oust
Iran from the U.N.'s premiere
global body fighting for gender
equality because of its systematic
violation of the rights of women
and girls, a decision the United
States hailed as “historic” and
Iran claimed was based on “fab-
ricated allegations.”

The U.S-sponsored resolu-
tion was sparked by Iran's ongo-
ing brutal crackdown on peace-
ful protesters who took to the
streets in September after the
death of a 22-year-old woman
taken into custody by the moral-
ity police.

At least 488 people have
been killed since the demon-

strations began, according to
Human Rights Activists in Iran,
a group that's been monitoring
the protests, while another
18,200 people have been
detained by authorities.

The vote in the 54-member
council known as ECOSOC to
remove Iran from the Commis-
sion on the Status of Women for
the remainder of its 2022-2026
term was 29-8 with 16 absten-
tions.

U.S. Ambassador Linda
Thomas-Greenfield called the
vote “historic,” the first-ever
ouster of a commission member
and “the right thing to do.”

“I think we sent a strong
message to the Iranian govern-
ment and we sent a strong mes-
sage to Iranian women,” she told
reporters after the vote.

Before the vote, Thomas-
Greenfield cited the death of
Mahsa Amini who was accused
of wearing her headscarf
improperly by the morality
police; the solitary confinement
of two women reporters who
told her story; and the young
women and girls who have been

killed or disappeared for speak-
ing out along with thousands of
protesters reportedly detained
and tortured.

U.S. National Security
Adviser Jake Sullivan said the
vote shows a growing consensus
among the United States and its
allies and partners around the

world that Iran must be held
accountable for “atrocities” 
such as the recent “horrifying
executions” of protesters in
Tehran.

Established in 1946, the
Commission on the Status of
Women plays a leading role in
promoting women's rights, doc-
umenting the reality of women's
lives around the world and
shaping global standards to
empower women and achieve
gender equality.

Its 45 members, from all
regions of the world, are elect-
ed for four-year terms by the
Economic and Social Council.
Iran was elected from the Asian
region with 43 votes.

Before Wednesday's vote,
Iran's U.N. Ambassador Amir
Saeid Iravani accused the United

States of using its “longstanding
hostility toward the Iranian peo-
ple” under “the guise of human
rights” to remove Iran from the
commission. He then cited
efforts by the U.S. And its allies
to topple “multiple legitimate
governments,” implying that it is
also trying to topple Iran's.

Iravani said the U.S.
Resolution would impede the
advancement of Iranian women
who he said are “strong, dynam-
ic, self-sufficient and intelligent”
participants in the country's
economic, social and political
life.

He called the U.S. Reso-
lution “illegal” because the
Commission on the Status of
Women has no rules on termi-
nating an elected member and
warned that it might “create a
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President Joe Biden told dozens of African lead-
ers gathered in Washington that the United

States is “all in on Africa's future," laying out bil-
lions in promised government funding and pri-
vate investment Wednesday to help the growing
continent in health, infrastructure, business and
technology.

“The U.S. Is committed to supporting every
aspect of Africa's growth," Biden told the leaders
and others in a big conference hall, presenting his
vision at the three-day U.S.-Africa Leaders
Summit of how the U.S. Can be a critical catalyst.

Biden, who is pitching the U.S. As a reliable
partner to promote democratic elections and push
critical health and energy growth, told the crowd
the $55 billion in committed investments over the
next three years — announced on Monday — was
“just the beginning”.

He announced more than $15 billion in pri-
vate trade and investment commitments and part-
nerships.

“There's so much more we can do together
and that we will do together,” he said.

The United States has fallen well behind China
in investment in sub-Saharan Africa, which has
become a key battleground in an increasingly
fraught competition between the major powers.
The White House insists this week's gathering is
more a listening session with African leaders than
an effort to counter Beijing's influence, but the
president's central foreign policy tenet looms over
all: America is in an era-defining battle to prove

democracies can out-deliver autocracies.
That message was clear in Wednesday's

events. In his speech, Biden spoke of how the U.S.
Would help in modernizing technology across the
continent, providing clean energy, moving
women's equality forward through business
opportunities, bringing clean drinking water to
communities and better funding health care. First
lady Jill Biden's office also laid out $300 million
for cancer prevention, screening, treatment and
research in Africa.

On Wednesday there also was a smaller pres-
idential sitdown with some of the continent's lead-
ers whose countries will hold elections in 2023.
Thursday is to be dedicated to high-level discus-
sions among leaders; Biden will open the day with
a session on partnering with the African Union's
strategic vision for the continent.

The president and first lady were hosting a
White House dinner for all the leaders and their
spouses Wednesday night. Gladys Knight and the
St. Augustine Gospel Choir of Washington, D.C.,
were to perform, and the food done by Mashama
Bailey, the executive chef of The Grey, a Southern
cooking spot in Savannah, Georgia.

Jill Biden hosted a program for spouses
Wednesday morning at the Kennedy Center for
Performing Arts, where she told the crowd "my
hope is that the way we make each other feel will
last beyond this summit.”

The summit is the largest international gath-
ering in Washington since before the start of the
pandemic. Roads all around the city center were
blocked off, and motorcades zoomed by grid-
locked traffic elsewhere, ferrying some of the 49
invited heads of state and other leaders.

Africa, whose leaders often feel they've been
given short shrift by leading economies, remains
crucial to global powers because of its rapidly
growing population, significant natural resources
and sizable voting bloc in the United Nations.
Africa also remains of great strategic importance
as the U.S. Recalibrates its foreign policy with
greater focus on China — the nation the Biden
administration sees as the United States' most sig-
nificant economic and military adversary.

But Biden invited several leaders who have
questionable records on human rights, and
democracy loomed large.
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Ahacker who reportedly
posed as the CEO of a

financial institution claims to
have obtained access to the
more than 80,000-member
database of InfraGard, an FBI-
run outreach program that
shares sensitive information
on national security and
cybersecurity threats with
public officials and private
sector individuals who run
U.S. Critical infrastructure.

The hacker posted sam-
ples they said were from the
database to an online forum
popular with cybercriminals
last weekend and said they
were asking $50,000 for the
entire database.

The hacker obtained
access to InfraGard by posing
as the CEO of a financial
institution, they told inde-
pendent cybersecurity jour-
nalist Brian Krebs, who broke
the story. They called the vet-
ting process surprisingly lax.
The FBI did not immediately
respond to a request for com-
ment from The Associated
Press. Krebs reported that the
agency told him at was aware
of a potential false account
and was looking into the mat-
ter.

InfraGard's members
include business leaders, IT
professionals, military, state
and local law enforcement
and government officials
involved in overseeing the
safety of everything from the
electrical grid and trans-
portation, to health care,
pipelines, nuclear reactors,
the defense industry, dams
and water plants and financial
services. 
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dangerous precedent with far-
reaching consequences.”

After the vote, Iran's deputy
ambassador Zahra Ershadi cat-
egorically rejected the resolution
and what she called “the baseless
and fabricated allegations” made
against Iran. She insisted the gov-
ernment protects women's rights,
“condemns any politicization of
women's rights, and rejects all
falsehoods and accusations made
in particular by the US. 
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Telecom operator Bharti Airtel has deployed 5G based cap-
tive private network at Mahindra’s Chakan manufacturing

facility in partnership with IT firm Tech Mahindra, the companies
said in a joint statement on Thursday.

This deployment makes Mahindra’s facility India’s first 5G-
enabled auto manufacturing unit.

“Our 5G solution for enterprise will transform manufacturing
operations in the country. We are thrilled to partner Tech
Mahindra and Mahindra Auto to demonstrate this transforma-
tion and have made the Chakan manufacturing facility India’s
first 5G-enabled auto manufacturing unit.This is just the begin-
ning, and I am certain we will showcase many more innovative
use cases that will help redefine manufacturing in India,” Airtel
Business Director and CEO Ajay Chitkara said.

The company claimed that its ‘5G for Business’ solution has
significantly enhanced Chakan’s network connectivity that has
resulted in improved speeds for software flashing, a critical oper-
ation for all vehicular dispatches.
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Led by retail-focused players,
non-banking financial com-

panies (NBFCs) are likely to
close the current fiscal and the
next with a loan growth of 10-
12 per cent and see around 50
basis points improvement in
profitability, a report said.

According to Icra Ratings,
retail-focused NBFCs are
expected to grow 12-14 per
cent while the housing finance
companies may grow at 10-12
per cent. The forecast is based
on the asset quality improve-
ment and the overall pick up in
credit demand. 

However, microfinance
and personal loans, which
together constitute a quarter of
the �25-lakh crore shadow

banking sector, will continue to
grow at high pace.

Sectoral profitability will
improve by 40-50 basis points
(bps) this fiscal, supported by
stable margins and lower cred-
it cost, and will reach the pre-
pandemic levels, the report
said.

While growth will be
broad-based across various
sub-sectors, microfinance and

personal loans will be leading
the growth chart. On the other
hand, vehicle financing loans
(commercial vehicle finance,
passenger vehicle finance),
which has remained signifi-
cantly subdued since FY20,
are also expected to report
higher growth numbers, fol-
lowing an improvement in the
operating environment.

Manushree Saggar, a vice-
president and sector head -
financial sector ratings at the
agency, said, disbursements of
NBFCs (excluding infra-
NBFCs) and HFCs (Housing
Finance Companies) have been
higher than the pre-pandemic
levels for three consecutive
quarters, indicating that the
industry has finally come out
of the long trough.
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The government’s research
organisations ICAR and

IARI have developed drought
tolerant variety of chickpea
‘Pusa JG 16’ that has potential
to boost yield of chickpea in
central India.

Indian Council of
Agricultural Research (ICAR)-
Indian Agricultural Research
Institute (IARI), in collabora-
tion with Jawaharlal Nehru
Krishi Vishwa Vidyalaya
(JNKVV) Jabalpur, Rajmata
Vijayaraje Scindia Krishi
Vishwa Vidyalaya, Gwalior and
ICRISAT, Patancheru,
Hyderabad have developed
drought hardy and higher
yielding chickpea variety ‘Pusa
JG 16’, according to a statement.

The variety will enhance
productivity in the drought
prone areas of Central Zone
consisting of Madhya Pradesh,
Bundelkhand area of Uttar
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,
Southern Rajasthan,
Maharashtra and Gujarat,
where terminal drought is a
major problem and sometimes
leads to 50-100 per cent loss of
yield.

“Pusa JG 16 variety was
developed by using genomic
assisted breeding techniques
that allowed precision transfer
of drought tolerant genes from
ICC 4958 in the parental vari-
ety JG 16. The drought toler-
ance of this variety was
affirmed through national level
testing by the All India
Coordinated Research
Programme of Chickpea,” it
added.

This variety is resistance to
fusarium wilt and stunt dis-
eases, having short duration
maturity (110 days) and a yield
potential of 2 tonnes per
hectare under drought stress
conditions over the recurrent
parent JG 16 (1.3
tonnes/hectares).
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The Sensex plummeted 879
points while the Nifty

crashed below the 18,415 mark
on Thursday, in tandem with a
global sell-off after the US
Federal Reserve increased the
interest rate and signalled more
hikes in its fight against infla-
tion.

A depreciating rupee
added to the gloom, traders
said.

Reversing its two-day win-
ning run, the 30-share BSE
Sensex tanked 878.88 points or
1.40 per cent to finish at
61,799.03.

The broader NSE Nifty
plummeted 245.40 points or
1.32 per cent to end at
18,414.90.

Tech Mahindra was the
biggest laggard among Sensex
components, tumbling 3.98
per cent, followed by Infosys,
Titan, HDFC, ITC, HDFC
Bank, Tata Steel and TCS.

Only Sun Pharma and
NTPC managed to close in the
green, rising up to 0.08 per
cent.

The US Fed on
Wednesday increased interest
rates by 50 basis points on
expected lines and signalled
more hikes ahead to fight infla-
tion even as the world’s largest
economy stares at a possible
recession. The US central bank
raised the interest rate to 4.25-

4.50 per cent to the highest
level in 15 years.

“The Fed has startled the
market by maintaining its
hawkish tone, as investors were
expecting a softer approach
after the release of better-than-
expected inflation numbers.

“IT stocks led to pes-
simism in the domestic market
as recession fears grew in the
global economies following the
Fed’s comments. The market
now awaits the BoE (Bank of
England) and ECB (European
Central Bank) decisions, which
are likely to follow a half-point
hike,” said Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit Financial
Services.

Elsewhere in Asia, equity
markets in Seoul, Tokyo,
Shanghai and Hong Kong
ended lower.
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India is growing faster than
what is captured by the coun-

try’s official data, and it pre-
sents a case for an upgrade of
equities outlook, a Swiss bro-
kerage said on Thursday.

Upgrading Indian equities
to ‘benchmark’ from ‘under-
weight’, Credit Suisse said there
is a scope for a growth of up to
14 per cent on the benchmark
indices. The brokerage firm’s
head of research Neelkanth
Mishra said the country will
grow at 7 per cent in FY24, as
against the consensus estimates
which peg the real growth to
slip below 6 per cent. Mishra
told reporters that the consen-
sus estimates are based on offi-
cial data alone, whereas the
brokerage analysis has taken
into account a broad data set to
arrive at its expectation.

Mishra said the growth in
dense fuels -- which is typical-
ly below the real GDP growth

as fuel efficiencies go up -- is
over 4 per cent per annum for
the last three years. Similarly,
revenue growths of the BSE500
companies also point out to a
faster growth, he said.

“We are expecting a
stronger acceleration in India’s
GDP growth in 2023 owing to
several domestic growth dri-
vers. Revival in government
spending, increase in low-
income jobs and easing of sup-
ply-chain bottlenecks should
partly offset the impact of rate

hikes, a slowing global econo-
my and the need to reduce the
balance-of-payments (BoP)
deficit,” he said.

The risk factors continue
to be dependent on imported
energy, reliance on foreign
capital and a slowing global
economy, he said. The present
inflation situation and outlook
does not necessitate more rate
hikes, but the RBI may hike
purely to thwart any damage on
the balance of payments front,
he said.
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Petronet LNG Ltd, India’s
largest liquefied natural gas

importer, will set up a floating
LNG receipt facility at
Gopalpur port in Odisha at
�2,306 crore.

The company has signed
an agreement with Gopalpur
Ports Ltd for the facility that
will have a capacity of about 4
million tonnes per annum, it
said in a tweet.

“We are pleased to inform
that @PetronetLNGLtd is head-
ing forward in establishing its
presence on the east coast of
India by signing a term sheet
with Gopalpur Ports Limited
on 14th December 2022 for
establishing and operating
LNG terminal at Gopalpur
port in Odisha,” it said.

Last month, the company’s
board had accorded invest-
ment approval for setting up
the floating storage and regasi-
fication unit (FSRU) based
LNG terminal at Gopalpur.

LNG is natural gas that has
been supercooled, changing it
from a gas into a liquid that is
1/600th of its original volume.
This helps in easy transporta-
tion through ships. At the
receipt facility, it is turned
back into gas before being sup-
plied to factories to produce
fertiliser, generate electricity at
power plants, or turned into
CNG for running automobiles.

Petronet’s project in the
Ganjam district in Odisha,

which is expected to be oper-
ational before the end of 2025,
will be financed by a combi-
nation of debt and equity.

Gopalpur will be the third
LNG terminal on the east coast
— Indian Oil Corporation
(IOC) operates a 5 million
tonnes a year facility at Ennore
in Tamil Nadu while Adani
Group in partnership with
TotalEnergie of France is build-
ing a facility at Dhamra port.

Petronet management had
previously stated that the
FSRU-based receiving and
regasification scheme has the
provision to be converted in the
future to a land-based terminal
- with an expected capacity of
5 million tonnes per annum.

The firm is planning to
charter hire an FSRU for the
Gopalpur terminal with a tar-
get to meet the increasing gas
demand of the eastern and cen-
tral parts of the country.

It, currently, operates the
17.5 million tonnes per annum
terminal at Dahej in Gujarat
and a 5 million tonnes facility
at Kochi in Kerala. The Dahej
terminal is undergoing expan-
sion to a capacity of 22.5 mil-
lion tonnes.
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Indegene Ltd, a healthcare tech firm focused
on the global life sciences industry, has filed

preliminary papers with capital markets regu-
lator Sebi to raise as much as �3,200 crore
through an Initial Public Offering (IPO).

The IPO comprises a fresh issue of equity
shares worth up to �950 crore and an Offer For
Sale (OFS) of up to 3.63 crore equity shares by
existing investors, according to the Draft Red
Herring Prospectus (DRHP).

The OFS consists of up to 27 lakh equity
shares to be sold by individual selling share-
holders — Manish Gupta, Rajesh Bhaskaran
Nair, and Anita Nair — and up to 3.36 crore
equity shares by existing investors, including
Carlyle, Brighton Park Capital and the Nadathur
Family Office.

According to merchant banking sources, the
company is expected to mobilise �3,200 crore
through the initial share-sale.

The funds raised through the fresh issue
would be used to pay debt, funding capital
expenditure requirements, payment of deferred
consideration for one of its past acquisitions,
funding inorganic growth and general corpo-
rate purposes.

The company may consider a pre-IPO
placement of equity shares to the tune of �190
crore and if such placement is undertaken, the

fresh issue size will be reduced.
Indegene had raised $200 million from The

Carlyle Group and Brighton Park Capital in
February 2021.

Founded in 1998, Indegene offers solutions
that help enable biopharmaceutical, emerging
biotech and medical devices companies to
develop products, launch them in the market,
and drive sales throughout their life cycle.

The company reported revenue from oper-
ations of �1,665 crore in FY2021-22, growing at
a 61 per cent CAGR from FY2019-20 to
FY2021-22 and posted a profit after tax of �163
crore in FY2021-22, increasing at an 81 per cent
CAGR from FY2019-20 to FY2021-22.

Kotak Mahindra Capital, Citigroup Global
Markets India, J P Morgan India, Nomura
Financial Advisory and Securities (India) are the
book running lead managers to the issue. 
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The rupee declined by 27
paise to close at 82.76 (pro-

visional) against the US dollar
on Thursday after the US
Federal Reserve’s interest rate
hike and its hawkish stance
dented investor sentiments.

A massive sell-off in
domestic equities and a strong
greenback overseas also
weighed on the local unit,
forex traders said.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the rupee
opened sharply lower at 82.63
against the greenback and wit-
nessed a high of 82.41 and a
low of 82.77.

It finally settled at 82.76,
down 27 paise over its previous
close of 82.49.

Meanwhile, the dollar
index, which gauges the green-
back’s strength against a basket
of six currencies, rose 0.56 per
cent to 104.35.

Brent crude futures, the
global oil benchmark, dropped

0.76 per cent to USD 76.54 per
barrel.

In the domestic equity
market, the 30-share BSE
Sensex closed 878.88 points or
1.40 per cent lower at
61,799.03. The broader NSE
Nifty fell 245.40 points or 1.32
per cent to 18,414.90.

The US Fed on
Wednesday increased interest
rates by 50 basis points on
expected lines and signalled
more hikes ahead to fight infla-
tion. The US central bank
raised the interest rate to 4.25-
4.50 per cent to the highest
level in 15 years.

Foreign institutional
investors (FIIs) were net buy-
ers in capital markets on
Wednesday as they bought
shares worth �372.16 crore,
according to exchange data. 
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The Government on
Thursday said wheat stocks

in the central pool will be
about 159 lakh tonnes on
January 1, 2023 as against the
buffer norm of 138 lakh tonnes.

“Government of India has
sufficient food grain stocks
under central pool to meet the
requirement of NFSA
(National Food Security Act)
and its other welfare schemes
as well as for additional allo-
cation of PMGKAY (Pradhan
Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna
Yojana),” an official statement
said.

About 159 lakh tonnes of
wheat will be available as on
January 1, 2023, which is well
above the buffer norm require-
ment of 138 lakh tonnes. As on
December 12, around 182 lakh
tonnes of wheat is available in
the central pool.

“Government of India is
well aware of the price scenario
of wheat and is constantly
monitoring it regularly on
weekly basis along with other
commodities and taking cor-
rective measures, as and when
required,” it said.

The Centre has taken
proactive steps to ward off any
further price rise and export
regulations were imposed with
effect from May 13, 2022.

Further, the allocations
under the NFSA as well as
PMGKAY have also been
revised in favour of rice for

having sufficient wheat stock in
the central pool to cater to the
requirements of welfare
schemes, the statement said.

The Centre has enhanced
the MSP (minimum support
price) of wheat crop this year
to �2,125 per quintal against
the last year’s MSP of �2,015
per quintal for RMS (rabi mar-
keting season) 2022-23.

Thus, an increase in MSP
of �110 per quintal coupled
with fairly good climatic con-
ditions, it is expected that the
production and procurement
of wheat during the next sea-
son will remain normal.

“Procurement of Wheat
next season would commence
from April 2023 and as per ini-
tial assessment, there has been
a fair increase in the sowing of
wheat crop as compared to last
year,” the statement said.

The government said it has
ensured that sufficient stock of
food grains are available in the
Central Pool to meet the

requirement of all the welfare
schemes and prices remain
under control.

“Though procurement of
wheat during last season was
on lower side due to lesser pro-
duction coupled with selling by
farmers at prices higher than
MSP in the open market con-
sequent to geo-political situa-
tion, yet enough stock of Wheat
will still be available in central
pool to cater to the needs of the
country till the time next
Wheat crop arrives,” it added.

Wheat procurement in
rabi marketing season (April-
June) of 2022-23 fell to 187.92
lakh tonnes as against 433.44
lakh tonnes in 2021-22 as mar-
ket price of wheat was higher
than the ruling MSP.

India’s wheat production
declined to 106.84 million
tonnes in the 2021-22 crop year
(July-June) from 109.6 mil-
lion tonnes in the previous year
due to heat waves in certain
states like Punjab and Haryana. 
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Gold price fell �420 to �54,554 per 10 grams in the national
capital on Thursday amid weak global trends, according to

HDFC Securities. In the previous trade, the precious metal had
closed at �54,974 per 10 grams. Silver also tumbled �869 per kg
to �68,254 per kilogram. In the international market, gold was
trading in red at $1,788 per ounce while silver was down at $23.14
per ounce.  “Comex Gold prices are trading lower in the Asian
trading hours on back of hawkish tone from US Fed. Fed
Chairman Powell signalled more rate hikes possible next year
to cool down inflation at targeted level,” said Dilip Parmar,
Research Analyst at HDFC Securities.
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Small businesses-focused fin-
tech player NeoGrowth has

raised �300 crore from Dutch
entrepreneurial development
bank FMO along with existing
investors.

Of the fresh equity capital,
�160 crore has been pumped in
by the Dutch lender,
NeoGrowth said in a statement
on Thursday.

The money will be used
for on-lending and entering
new markets, it added.

NeoGrowth is also backed
by Omidyar Network,
Lightrock, Khosla Impact,
Accion Frontier Inclusion
Fund–Quona Capital, IIFL
Seed Ventures Fund,
WestBridge, and Leapfrog
Investments.

It has �1,600 crore of assets
under management and is con-
nected with over 1.5 lakh
MSMEs. So far, it has dis-
bursed over USD 1 billion in
loans, said MD & CEO Arun
Nayyar.

Peter Maila, co-chief
investment officer at FMO,
said NeoGrowth has been a
debt client of FMO since 2017
and this is the first equity
investment by FMO into the
company.

The equity allocation was
not disclosed by the 
companies.

NeoGrowth offers loans to
first-time entrepreneurs,
women business owners, and
underserved small businesses
across 70 MSME segments
spanning 25 locations. 
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Hyundai Motor India Ltd on
Thursday said it will

increase prices of its vehicles
across models from next
month citing rising input 
cost.

The company joins the
likes of market leader Maruti
Suzuki India, Tata Motors,
Mercedes-Benz, Audi, Renault,
Kia India and MG Motor, who

have also made the year-end
announcements to hike prices
from next month to partially
offset the impact of rising
input costs.

In a statement, Hyundai
Motor India Ltd (HMIL) said,
“The company has continued
to absorb rising costs, howev-
er (it) will now pass on a part
of the input cost increase
through a revision in prices
across its model range.”
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Kalpataru Power
Transmission Limited

(KPTL) on Thursday said it has
bagged new orders worth Rs
1,397 crore in the transmission
and distribution (T&D) seg-
ment. The orders have been
secured in India and overseas
markets in the T&D business,
KPTL said in a statement.

“KPTL and its interna-

tional subsidiaries have secured
new orders/notification of
awards of Rs 1,397 crores,” it
said.

Manish Mohnot,
Managing Director & CEO,
KPTL, said these orders in
addition to the orders declared
earlier during the year have sig-
nificantly enhanced the com-
pany’s T&D order book and
provide visibility for future
growth.
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BLS International Services Ltd. (BLS)— one of the top three
global tech-enabled services provider for governments and

citizens—crossed the $1 billion market cap benchmark this week
to become the latest unicorn in India. At the last count in 2021,
India had ranked third globally with 42 unicorns. Since 2005,
BLS International Services Ltd. (BLS) has been a go-to services
provider for governments and embassies around the world in need
of outsourcing visas, passport, consular, attestation, and citizen
services. They work with India’s largest bank, State Bank of India
(SBI), as a national business correspondent to provide financial
services in India’s urban, semi-urban, and rural areas. Last-mile
banking services help the Indian government to achieve its goal
of direct credit of grants in farmers’ bank accounts. 
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Theo Hernandez's goal
against Morocco on
Wednesday set France on

their way to a second successive
World Cup final. But it could
have been very different if his
brother had not been injured
minutes into the tournament.

Lucas Hernandez tore an
anterior cruciate ligament in
France's opening 4-1 victory
over Australia, ruling the Bayern
Munich defender out for sever-
al months.

The injury blow came days
after Les Bleus lost Ballon d'Or
winner Karim Benzema to a
thigh problem, with France
coach Didier Deschamps
already deprived of first-choice
midfielders Paul Pogba and
N'Golo Kante.

But it could have been a
blessing in disguise of sorts for
Deschamps, who ditched his
experiment with a three-man
defence and reverted to a 4-3-3
formation just before the World
Cup in Qatar.

While Lucas Hernandez
started every game in France's
2018 World Cup-winning cam-
paign, Theo is a more natural fit
at left-back than his brother, who
is a left-sided central defender by
trade. Voted as part of the Serie
A team of the season three
times in a row, Theo Hernandez
helped AC Milan end an 11-year
wait for the Serie A title last sea-
son.

Playing behind Kylian
Mbappe down France's left, he
gives the team added potency in
attack — contributing two assists

in the group stage, but has at
times also been exposed defen-
sively. Theo, 25, who once con-
sidered playing for Spain, did not
make his international debut
until September 2021 but he
scored the winning goal in just
his second match.

He dropped in and out of
the team before earning a run in
the side in Qatar because of his
brother's misfortune.

Let off the hook after Harry
Kane blazed over a penalty he
needlessly conceded in the pre-

vious round against England,
Hernandez scored in just the
fifth minute on Wednesday.
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Quickest to react to a loop-

ing deflection from Mbappe's
shot, he expertly finished past
Yassine Bounou to put France
ahead and silence the pro-
Morocco crowd.

"I was all alone. I saw Kylian
wanted to shoot, there was a
rebound and I pounced on it to
score," said Hernandez.

Substitute Randal Kolo
Muani doubled France's lead in
the 79th minute, giving them a
welcome cushion.

Deschamps' team now have
the chance to become the first
side in 60 years to successfully
defend their World Cup title.

"I'm proud to have won the
game and it's a very proud
moment to have scored the
goal," said Hernandez. "It's
amazing to play two World Cup
finals in a row, we've done a great
job." But his task is only going

to get harder, with Lionel Messi
and Argentina lying in wait on
Sunday.

"It's a huge match. We're
going to work hard to win the
final," said Hernandez, who
revealed his brother, watching
from Munich, had called to
congratulate him after the game.

"The most important thing
now is to recover well in the next
four days and be ready for the
final. Argentina are not just
Messi, they have loads of play-
ers, they're a great team."
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Morocco coach Walid Reg-
ragui had only praise for

his team's efforts after their
fairytale run at the World Cup
ended in a 2-0 semi-final defeat
to France on Wednesday.

"We gave our all, that's the
most important thing. The
boys fought until the last
minute," said Regragui, whose
team shocked Spain and
Portugal in the previous two
rounds. Theo Hernandez put
France ahead in the fifth
minute of the match and Reg-
ragui said that early blow had
a huge impact on the match.

"If I have any regrets about
this game, it would be mainly
conceding that goal quickly —
it gave the French team even
more certainty to stick with
their approach," he said.

Morocco had progressed
through the tournament in
Qatar by winning games
despite often ceding possession.

It was a different story at
the Al Bayt stadium, where
Regragui's team enjoyed 51
percent possession but were
unable to break through the
French defence.

"We said that if they gave
us the ball, we would take it. We
did that but we made too many
technical mistakes in the first
half," said the Morocco coach.

"In the second half we
were smarter, we gave away
fewer balls and we caused them
problems, creating a lot of

opportunities but we weren't
decisive in that final 30 metres.

"We wanted to get a goal
and give them some doubts.
But with their attacking talents,
we knew we could be punished
at any moment and that's what
happened with the second
goal."

Regragui had to deal with
a number of injury concerns.
Centre-back Nayef Aguerd
withdrew after the warm-up,
with Achraf Dari stepping in.

Fellow defender and cap-
tain Romain Saiss, who had
been a doubt, started but had
to go off in the 21st minute.

"We lost a lot of players
who did their best. (Noussair)
Mazraoui was ill but he played,
Saiss too. I have nothing to say
when the players give their

maximum," Regragui said.
"We could have scored,

but unfortunately a goal didn't
come. May the Moroccans for-
give us. We wanted to go to the
final but... next time, God will-
ing."

Regragui, born in France,
was proud that his team had
made their presence felt on the
biggest stage.

"We gave the maximum,
that's the most important
thing," he said. "The most
important thing is to have
given a good image, to have
shown the world that Moro-
ccan football exists and that we
have beautiful supporters.

"To reach the very, very
highest level, to win a World
Cup, we still have to work but
we are not very far away."
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Kane Williamson stepped down as New
Zealand Test captain on Thursday after

more than six years in charge but will remain skip-
per of the ODI and T20 teams.

Cricket New Zealand said that the 32-year-
old will be replaced as Test captain by veteran fast
bowler Tim Southee.

"Captaining the Black Caps in Test cricket has
been an incredibly special honour," said the 32-
year-old Williamson who has led New Zealand
since 2016.

"Captaincy comes with an increased workload
on and off the field and at this stage of my career,
I feel the time is right for this decision."

He said that following talks with New
Zealand Cricket, he will remain captain of the
white-ball team with two World Cups looming in
the next two years.

He will also continue to play all three formats.
Williamson signs off as skipper having led

New Zealand to 22 wins in 40 Test matches.
Eleven of his 24 Test hundreds came when he

was skipper — a record for a New Zealand cap-
tain.

Southee, 34, will lead the team on their forth-
coming tour of Pakistan with Tests in Karachi,
starting on December 26, then in Multan begin-
ning January 3.

Tom Latham has been confirmed as Southee's
vice-captain having previously leading the side in
Williamson's absence.

Southee has played 346 internationals and has
skippered New Zealand's T20 team on 22 occa-
sions. He is New Zealand's 31st Test captain.

"It's been a surreal few days and it's just a mas-
sive honour to be appointed as Test captain," said
Southee.

"I love Test cricket, it's the ultimate challenge
and I'm really excited by the opportunity to lead
the team in this format."
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Hockey great Ajit Pal Singh
believes Australia will like-

ly pose the biggest threat to
India's quest for World Cup
glory at home, saying the hosts
will have to play to their full
potential to overcome the chal-
lenge of the Kookaburras.

Australia had thumped
India 7-0 in the gold-medal
match at the 2022 Birmingham
Commonwealth Games and
Singh said the hosts can counter
the Kookaburras' challenge by
"playing together as a unit".

India ran close against
Australia in the recent five-
match series though they lost the
rubber 1-4 (4-5, 4-7, 4-3, 1-5, 
4-5). India recorded their first
win (4-3) in six years against the
Kookaburras in the third match

in Adelaide on November 30.
The World Cup will be

played in Bhubaneswar and
Rourkela from January 13 to 29
with 16 teams vying for the tro-
phy. India are clubbed in Pool D
with Wales, Spain, England.

“The Indian men's team
should consider every single
game as extremely important.
Yes, Australia is a difficult team,
but they must play to their full
potential. Winning or losing is
a part of the game, but you do
your best at all times," said Ajit
Pal, the captain of the gold-win-
ning team in the 1975 World
Cup in Kuala Lumpur.

"And India can do it if they
play well and together as a unit.
And I wish they can do it
because many years have passed
since we have touched the World
Cup trophy."
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There were jubilant scenes on
the Champs-Elysees avenue

in central Paris on Wednesday
as French supporters waved tri-
colour flags and let off flares to
celebrate the win over Morocco
which put Les Bleus into the
World Cup final.

Some 10,000 police were
mobilised across France to
ensure the match and its after-
math went off peacefully, given
the potential of a tension
between French supporters and
those backing France's one time
North African colony.

But there was little sign of
tension as supporters thronged
the end of the avenue leading up
to the Arc de Triomphe in
impassioned but largely good-
natured scenes with Moroccan
supporters accepting defeat.

"We are in the final. We are
in the final," hundreds of French
supporters chanted as drivers
sounded horns and anti-riot
police lurked in vans lining the
area.

"What pleasure it will be to
play Argentina in the final," said
Sylvain Badin, 24, clutching a

French flag. "I came to share a
moment of joy," he added.

Dozens of Moroccan fans
had also made themselves heard
during the match in the area,
swathing themselves in the
national flag and following the
match on their phones.

"We lost but it's only football
and we made history by making
the semi-finals. We are proud of
our country and happy for
France," said Kamal Seddiki, a

Moroccan student, 22.
There had been 170 arrests

nationwide, including 100 in
Paris, when both Morocco and
France made the semi-finals at
the weekend.

But celebrations appeared
free of tension and a van of the
French anti-riot police even
used one of its sirens to mark the
moment when Kolo Muani
scored the goal to give France a
decisive 2-0 lead.

Anti-riot police did howev-
er move to disperse a group of
fans who were setting off fire-
works around the Arc de
Triomphe.

In the southern city of Nice,
trash cans were however set on
fire after the game where thou-
sands had gathered in the cen-
tre of the city.

In Lyon, police also used
tear gas when supporters began
to let off firecrackers in the cen-
tral Place Bellecour.

The relationship France has
with Morocco is not nearly as
traumatic as with neighbouring
Algeria, which fought Paris in a
bloody seven-year War of
Independence that scars both
nations to this day.

But as in any post-colonial
relationship, Morocco, which
won independence in 1956, has
its grievances with France, most
notably over the question of
visas.

Over a million Moroccans
are believed to live in France and
security forces had been on
alert for any clashes like those in
Brussels that marked Morocco's
shock win over Belgium in the
group stages.
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They may have fallen just short of reach-
ing the World Cup final, but Moroccans

on Wednesday hailed their team's historic
run as it ended with a 2-0 defeat to reign-
ing champions France.

"They played a great game but luck was-
n't on our side," said supporter Oussama
Abdouh in Casablanca.

"Still, we stood up to the title-holders,
that was great.

"Beyond the World Cup, this team made
us dream until the end and just for that I
raise my hat to them."

But for Hakim Salama, the 2-0 defeat
to France was too much.

"We missed the opportunity of the cen-
tury," he said.

Rain lashed the capital Rabat on
Wednesday evening and the atmosphere was
far from the exhilaration of the historic vic-
tories that brought the Lions of the Atlas to
within sight of a World Cup final — the first
Arab or African team to ever get so far.

This time, the car horns and the drum-
mers were muted. "The national team has
been performing miracles since the start of
the World Cup," said Rachid Sabbiq, a street
trader in the working-class Derb Sultan dis-
trict of Casablanca before the match.

"It doesn't matter whether they win or
lose — they've won the respect and admi-
ration of all Moroccans, and that's priceless,"
he said.

Sabbiq had swapped his usual fare of
sweets to sell Moroccan flags.

All over Morocco, shops have been sell-
ing team jerseys and flags.

"Not only have the Lions made us happy
but they also allowed us to get business going
again" despite rough economic times for
many Moroccans, said trader Khalid Alaoui.

Touria Matrougui braved cold and tor-
rential rain to buy jerseys for her four
nephews. "They held the Moroccan flag high
and for that, we can never than them
enough," she said.

The team's success has also won it sup-
port far across the continent.

"Morocco has made an entire continent
proud," said Sidibey Zoumana, from the
Ivory Coast, who has lived in the country
since 2018.

"I've been watching their progress as if
it was my own country."

From Gaza to Senegal, the team's suc-
cess has transformed the image of Morocco.

"They proved that an African team can
go places, and really compete," said Said
Mouhssine, 48, after the match.
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Mick Schumacher is leaving
Ferrari for another of the

teams his father raced for.
Mercedes announced on

Thursday that Schumacher will
be its reserve driver for 2023
behind Lewis Hamilton and
George Russell.

He had been racing in
Formula One with Ferrari-
powered Haas.

“I take this as a new start,
and I am just excited and
grateful to Toto (Wolff,
Mercedes team principal) and
everybody involved for putting
their trust in me,” Schumacher
said.

“F1 is such a fascinating
world, and you never stop
learning, so I look forward to
absorbing more knowledge
and putting in all my efforts for
the benefit of the Mercedes
team.”

The move ends Schuma-
cher's four-year association
with Ferrari, the team for which
his father, Michael Schumacher,
won five Formula One titles.

Michael also drove for

Mercedes from 2010-12.
“Mick is a talented young

driver and we're delighted to
have him join the team,” Wolff

said.
“We also know that with

two years of experience racing
in Formula One under his
belt, he will be ready to step into
the car at short notice to replace
either Lewis or George, should
that need arise.”

The move came two days
after Ferrari announced Fré-
déric Vasseur as its new team
principal, replacing Mattia
Binotto.

“Scuderia Ferrari and Mick
Schumacher have mutually
decided not to extend their col-
laboration,” Ferrari said.

The 23-year-old Schuma-
cher joined Ferrari's young
driver program in 2019 and
competed in Formula Two for
two seasons with the Prema
Racing team. He won three
races and secured the 2020 title.

Mick Schumacher then
made his Formula One debut
with Haas and started 43 races
but scored just 12 points. His
top finishes came this year
with sixth in the Austrian
Grand Prix and eighth in the
British GP. He was also Ferrari's
reserve driver.
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Opener Koushik Ghosh hit an unbeaten
69, while Anustup Majumdar also

remained not out on 44 as Bengal closed in
on an outright win over Uttar Pradesh in a
Group A Ranji Trophy match here on
Thursday. Bengal were 156 for 2 in their sec-
ond innings at stumps on the third day, still
needing 101 runs on the final day on Friday.

Ghosh hit 10 boundaries during his 121-
ball unbeaten knock, while Majumdar
struck six fours.

Besides the duo, Sudip Kumar Gharami
made 22. Right-arm pacer Shivam Mavi
(2/46) picked up both the wickets.

Earlier, resuming Uttar Pradesh's sec-
ond innings at 122 for 4, Rinku Singh added
45 runs to his overnight score before being
dismissed for 89, while Akashdeep Nath
made 53.

Opener Madhav Kaushik (19) was the
only other Uttar Pradesh batter to register
a double-digit score.

UP added 105 runs for the loss of six
wickets in their overnight score to be
bowled out for 222 in 65.3 overs.
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Ranchi: Ishan Kishan continued his impe-
rious run as he smashed a second century
in as many matches to script Jharkhand's
fight back against Kerala in their Group C
match.

Less than a week after he blazed away

to the fastest ODI double century against
Bangladesh, Kishan was a picture of grit and
determination in a 195-ball 132 (9x4) as he
led Jharkhand's recovery from being 114/4
to 340 all out.

Giving him support was Saurabh
Tiwary who missed out on a well-deserved
century by just three runs after being clea-
ned up by Jalaj Saxena.

The duo put on 202 runs for the fifth
wicket to revive Jharkhand after Basil
Thampi (3/55) and Vaisakh Chandran
(2/81) rocked the top-order to have them
reeling at 56/3.

For Kerala, Jalaj Saxena grabbed a
splendid 5/75. At close, Kerala were 60/1
with an overall lead of 195 runs as the match
hung in balance at the JSCA International
Stadium here.

In other game, a day after scoring a cen-
tury in his maiden first-class match to emu-
late his legendary father, left-arm seamer
Arjun Tendulkar grabbed 2/77 on day three
of Goa's match against Rajasthan.

Arjun dismissed a well-set Mahipal
Lomror (63) and Salman Khan (40) in his
four overs. Mohit Redkar returned with 3/46
as Rajasthan ended the day at 245/6, trail-
ing Goa by 302 runs.

Goa earlier declared their first innings
at 547 for 9.
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Pune: Maharashtra hold the edge over Delhi
with their bowlers restricting the Yash Dhull-

led side to 233 for 5 on the third day of a
Group B match.

With a lead of just 100 runs and five bat-
ters in the dugout, Delhi could find them-
selves in trouble if they lose the remaining
wickets early on day four.

Maharashtra bowlers would look to
utilise the early-morning freshness of the
wicket on the last day to keep Delhi's lead
to below 200 runs and then make a strong
push for victory.

Earlier on day three, Maharashtra could
add just 19 runs to their overnight score
before losing the three remaining wickets to
be bundled out for 324.

However, 33-year-old Ashay Palkar, who
was on 94 at stumps on day two, complet-
ed his maiden first-class century before being
dismissed on 100, caught by Lalit Yadav off
Simarjeet Singh.

Pace bowler Simarjeet emerged as the
most successful bowler for Delhi, claiming
four wickets for 69 runs, while Mayank
Yadav and Vikas Mishra took two wickets
apiece.
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Jammu: Madhya Pradesh bowlers, led by
Avesh Khan, produced yet another impres-
sive performance to notch up a massive
innings and 17-run win over Jammu and
Kashmir with a day to spare in their Group
D match.

Khan took three wickets for 53 runs to
help MP bowl out J&K for 193 in 60.5 overs

in their second innings on the third day after
following on.

J&K were all out for just 98 in their first
essay on Wednesday in reply to MP's 308.

Khan, who has played five ODIs and 15
T20Is for India, was the wrecker-in-chief,
helping MP bundle out J&K for 98 in their
first innings with figures of 5/33.

MP got seven points from the win.
Outright-winning team gets six points
while a victory an innings or 10-wicket fetch-
es seven points.
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Patna: Sachin Kumar impressed with an all-
round show, while Malay Raj (5/35) grabbed
a five-for as Bihar thrashed Arunachal
Pradesh by an innings and 221 runs in their
Ranji Trophy Plate Group match.

Following up his 3/29, the left-arm spin
bowling all-rounder Sachin smashed three
sixes and 17 fours en route to a 198-ball 156
as Bihar posted a huge 517 to take a first
innings lead of 305.

Sakibul Gani fell early without any addi-
tion to his overnight score of 66. But there-
after, it was Sachin who took control of the
proceedings lower down the order and was
the last wicket to fall to take Bihar to 517.

In their second essay, only three
Arunachal batters managed double-digit
scores as medium pacer Malay Raj reigned
supreme with 5/35 to skittle them out for
84 in just 29.4 overs. Bihar secured seven
points, inclusive of one bonus point.
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Kuldeep Yadav sizzled with
an all-round performance
as he put India in the dri-

ver's seat on day two of the open-
ing Test against Bangladesh here
on Thursday.

Playing his first Test after
more than 22 months, Kuldeep
continued his 'birthday' party a
day after turning 28, in his sen-
sational run with the bat and
ball.

Batting at number nine, the
left-hander first came up with a
career-best 40 from 114 balls
(5x4) in a 92-run eighth wicket
partnership with veteran Ravi-
chandran Ashwin (58; 113b) to
push India to 404 in their first
inning from an overnight score
of 278/6.

Coming into bowl in the
25th over, the left-arm wrist
spinner struck off his second ball
as he flummoxed the Bangla-
desh batters with his wrong
ones to end the day with figures
of 10-3-33-4, a performance
that is certain to regain his con-
fidence.

At stumps on day two,
Bangladesh were 133 for eight,
trailing India by 271 runs. With
two wickets in hand, the hosts
still need 72 runs to avoid a fol-
low-on.

First, it was Indian quick
Mohammed Siraj who was on a
song, as he rattled the Bangla-
desh top-order, dismissing the
left-handed opening duo of
Najmul Hossain Shanto (1),
Zakir Hasan (20) and Litton Das
en route to 9-1-14-3.

Siraj struck in the very first
ball when he induced an edge off
Shanto with an away going
delivery.

Leading the pace depart-
ment in absence of Mohammed
Shami and Jasprit Bumrah,

Umesh Yadav then reduced
Bangladesh to 5 for 2 inside the
fourth over after inducing an
inside edge off Yasir Ali.

Litton Das (24) showed
glimpses of his form with some
fluent drives but Siraj had the last
say.

Both teams were also invol-
ved in a bit of banter especially
after Das gave a 'I can't hear you'
gesture after an elegant drive off
Siraj.

The Indian pacer cleaned
him up of the next delivery as he

along with Kohli gave him a
fiery send-off.

On a roll, Siraj also ended
the dogged resistance of Hasan
to reduce Bangladesh to 56/4.

The stage was just apt for
Kuldeep to make inroads and
the Indian did just that, dismiss-
ing Shakib Al Hasan when the
Bangladeshi senior all-rounder
played against the spin.

He then surprised new-
comer Nurul Hasan with a
wrong one and in the next ball
nearly dismissed him LBW but

the 'umpire's call' rule gave a
breather to the Bangladeshi
wicketkeeper.

It was not a rank-turner but
he spun the ball square, extract-
ed awkward bounce and the
Bangladeshi batters looked all at
sea negotiating Kuldeep at the
fag end of the day.

"I was a bit nervous, I was
very lucky to get the first wick-
et in the first over. Got the
momentum back. After a cou-
ple of overs, I started feeling well,
mixed my pace and variations,

tried both the angles - over the
wicket and round the wicket,"
Kuldeep said.

"I was getting proper turn,
I was actually loving it. After I
got injured, I started working on
my rhythm, trying to be a bit
quicker - that's helping me a lot.
I am not compromising with the
spin.

"I didn't face any discomfort
while batting. I thought it'll be
good for batting. When you're a
wrist-spinner bowling with the
Kookaburra ball, you'll defi-

nitely get turn and bounce on
such wickets," he added.

The opening session was all
about Ashwin and Kuldeep who
seized the opportunity with
both hands coming up with an
all-round show in absence of
Ravindra Jadeja.

Kuldeep, who has a centu-
ry and six fifties averaging 22-
plus in first class cricket, got off
the mark after 18 balls as he
looked solid with his defence.

His slog sweep and reverse
sweep shots also caught the
attention in his knock off 114
balls with five fours.

Ashwin, who has five Test
centuries including four against
the West Indies, showed a lot of
composure and maturity en
route to his 13th Test half-cen-
tury. Ashwin smashed two sixes
and two fours in his 113-ball
knock.

Ashwin made his intent
clear stepping down to Mehidy
for a six. Luck also favoured
Ashwin when he survived an
'umpire's call' after left-arm
spinner Taijul Islam had him
trapped in front of the leg stump
when he was on 34.

The duo hardly took a foot
wrong pushing India past the
400-mark after the visitors
resumed the day at 278 for 6 and
lost overnight batter Shreyas Iyer
(86) with the addition of just
four runs to his total.

Having batted India out of
a tricky spot on the opening day,
Iyer once again failed to get to
a well-deserved hundred.

That pace spearhead Ebadot
Hossain was taken out of the
attack after his impressive spell
of 4-1-7-1 in the morning also
helped the Indian cause.

Kuldeep also oozed confi-
dence as Ashwin was happy to
take singles and give him the
strike.
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Virat Kohli, with his incredible understanding
of the game, can easily decipher when to

switch gears and when to control the proceedings,
said head coach Rahul Dravid, who was also
mighty impressed with the way the Indian pre-
mier batter maintains his intensity during 
training.

Kohli found form during the Asia Cup in the
UAE earlier this year after enduring an extended
lean patch. He continued his magnificent run 
in the T20 World Cup in Australia. Last week, 
the former India captain brought up his 44th 
ODI hundred.

"He (Virat) knows when to be aggressive and

when to control the game, it's incredible to 
watch and a good sign for us if he can build up,"
Dravid said in a video released by the BCCI on
its website.

"Virat has an incredible template in 50-over
cricket. His record speaks for itself. It's phenom-
enal the number of games he's played."

Dravid added that Kohli's training intensity
never wanes whether he is in form or not, and
that's something the youngsters in the team can
learn.

"He feels he's back and is training as hard as
I have ever seen him. For me, that has been a stand
out, watching him train this past year, that never
changes irrespective of whether he is doing well
or not and that is a great lesson for a lot of the
young players in the group," added Dravid.

The former Indian batter felt teams have
become more aggressive and are pushing for
results as the race for the World Test
Championship final spots heats up.

"Teams have already been more aggressive
over the last bit; we have seen a lot more results.
Teams are playing for results a lot more now, espe-
cially with the World Test Championship points
at stake."

Dravid believes teams must be able to adapt
to every situation to succeed in Test cricket.

"I still think adaptability is going to be very
important in Test cricket, the ability to play aggres-
sively when you need to... Or you can play aggres-
sively with the kind of squad you have or the posi-
tion you find yourself in the game... And then the
opportunity to play a difficult period or day of Test
cricket either with the bat or ball and knuckle
down and play some hard cricket.

"The teams that have that adaptability or 
the ability to switch even in between a Test match
are the ones that are going to be very successful,"
he added.
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The Indian women's team is
badly missing a bowling

coach, skipper Harmanpreet
Kaur said after her team lost the
third T20I against Australia to
concede a 1-2 lead in the five-
match series. The captain,
though, is pleased with the way
bowlers are stepping up and tak-
ing charge of the situation.

India don't have a full-time
bowling coach as Ramesh Powar
was moved to National Cricket
Academy (NCA) and Hrishi-
kesh Kanitkar was named the
batting coach of the side two
months before the T20 World
Cup in South Africa.

Playing Australia is part of
team's preparation for the T20
showpiece. India won the sec-

ond T20 via Super Over but lost
the third game by 21 runs on
Wednesday. "I know we are
definitely missing a bowling
coach but our bowlers are tak-
ing charge," Harmanpreet said in
the post-match press conference.

"They are participants in the
meetings. They have full respon-
sibility and today (it was) all their
plans and they were leading the
way, I was just supporting them
in the middle."

India conceded more than
170 runs in each of the last three
T20s. Medium pacer Pooja Vas-
trakar's injury ahead of the Aus-
tralia series has only added to the
team's woes. "(We are missing)
Pooja for sure. On these tracks
you need a medium pacer,"
Harmanpreet said.

"Definitely when you bowl

back-to-back spin bowling, it
allows opposition batters to set-
tle easily. We are definitely miss-
ing Pooja because she has the
experience of death-overs bowl-
ing. We tried Meghna in the first
two games but it didn't click."

In Pooja's absence, Renuka
Singh, who has played 30 inter-
national since making her debut
just over a year ago, is leading the
pace attack.

"Renuka has the experience
because she has done well in the
past six-seven months and has
got good results. Whenever we
set plans for pace bowlers she
takes the lead and our video ana-
lysts give us a lot of information,"
Harmanpreet said.

"Talking about spin bowlers,
almost all spinners have played
a lot of T20 cricket like Deepti,

Radha, Rajeshwari. Devika
(Vaidya) is new to the team but
she also has the experience of
international cricket and has
done a lot of homework with
respect to international cricket."

India also handed a debut to
left-arm pacer Anjali Sarvani in
the series. She snapped up two
wickets in the third T20 after
going wicket-less in the first T20
games. In fact, Australia could
manage just 26 for 2 in the first
four overs with Sarvani and
Renuka bowling in tandem.

"The way we bowled in the
powerplay, especially Renuka
and Anjali (was commendable).
They were swinging the ball and
bowled according to the plan.
They were not giving easy runs
to the batters," the India skipper
said.

���� 9
��

Indian tennis player Yuki
Bhambri will compete in the

qualifying event of the Tata
Open Maharashtra, country's
only ATP 250 event, by using his
Protected Ranking of 127, the
organisers said on Thursday.

The 30-year-old Yuki, who
is now placed outside top-500 in
the ATP singles chart, still has to
chance to make the singles main
draw in case there are with-
drawals. The qualifying event,
beginning on December 31 at
the Balewadi stadium, has two
wild cards to offer and it being
an Indian event, the organisers
are expected to award them to
the home players. The organis-
ers are also expected to award
wild card entries to other top
singles players from the country
in the singles main draw.

Sasikumar Mukund is the
top-ranked Indian at number
342, followed by Prajnesh
Gunneswaran (349), Ramkumar
Ramanathan (437), Sumit Nagal
(506) and Bhambri. It remains
to be seen who gets the wild card
out of these players. The last edi-
tion's semi-finalist Elias Ymer
will also battle it out in the qual-
ifiers along with American Chri-
stopher Eubanks and the former
World No. 39 Peter Gojowczyk.
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India fast bowler Mohammed
Siraj on Thursday said his

approach to bowl consistently
at one spot yielded rich divi-
dends for him in the opening
Test against Bangladesh here.

The Indian bowling unit,
led by left-arm spinner Kuldeep
Yadav (4/33) and Siraj (3/14),
reduced Bangladesh to 133 for
8 in their first innings at stumps
on the second day on Thursday.
India had posted 404 in their
first innings.

Siraj attributed his success
to bowling consistent line and
length.

Ed ball is my favourite. I'm
more consistent in red ball
because it's all about concentrat-
ing on line and length. The
credit goes to all the bowlers,"
he said in the press conference
after second day's play.

"My approach was to bowl

consistently at one place be-
cause it is such a wicket that if
you try more there are chances
to leak runs. My only plan was
to hit one spot and got success-
ful."

The 28-year-old said a fast
bowler needs to bowl stump-to-
stump to get success in five-day
cricket.

"I think the more you bowl

stump line it is better, because
sometimes it is getting lower
from there as well as turning.
For a fast bowler, it is better to
bowl stump line because then
you can have LBW chances," he
said.

Siraj is known for bowling
with a wobble seam often and
the speedster said he went for
the option after discovering

that his deliveries stopped com-
ing in four years ago.

"In 2018, my balls stopped
coming inside, I started bowl-
ing outswingers more. I got
confused why balls are not
coming in and that time I dis-
covered wobble seam because
it is difficult for a batter to tack-
le an outswing that comes in.

"Wobble seam is a type of
an off-cutter and I got success
with that," he said.

The Indian lower-order
wagged admirably with
Ravichandran Ashwin (58),
Kuldeep (40) and Umesh Yadav
(15 not out) putting up impres-
sive displays to take India past
the 400-run mark in the first
innings.

"Runs from the lower-order
is always good for the team, so
everyone is showing interest in
practice sessions. They (lower-
order batters) want to do well,"
Siraj said.
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KULDEEP’S DREAM COMEBACK PUTS B’DESH ON MAT
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