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Twenty women are killed by
dowry sharks every day in

India. Between 2017 and 2021,
a total of 35,493 dowry deaths
took place in India as per the
Union Home Ministry’s reply
to Parliament on Wednesday,
citing National Crime Records
Bureau data.

Uttar Pradesh recorded the
highest number (11,874) dowry
deaths during the five years fol-
lowed by Bihar, Madhya
Pradesh, Bengal and Rajasthan.
UP and Bihar together
accounted for nearly half (48
per cent) of the total dowry
deaths in the country. 

As many as 5,354 women

are killed for dowry in Bihar
with above 1,000 deaths every
year during 2017-2021. Uttar
Pradesh’s average death count
is 2,375 per year. Madhya
Pradesh witnessed 2,859 dowry
deaths in five years, followed by
West Bengal 2,389 deaths and
Rajasthan 2244 deaths.

As per the written reply
given by MoS Home Ajay
Kumar Mishra “Teni” to
Congress MP KC Venugopal,
as many as 1,653 dowry deaths
took place in Odisha, followed
by Haryana 1,235 deaths.
During 2017 to 2021, 998
women were killed in
Maharashtra and 934 in
Karnataka. Telangana reported
933 dowry deaths during this
period while as many as 623
women were killed in Andhra
Pradesh. 

In Assam, 847 dowry
deaths happened during this

period. As many as 336 women
were killed in Punjab, followed
by Uttarakhand 317 deaths in
five years. Delhi witnessed 639
dowry deaths in five years.
States like Gujarat, Mizoram,
Himachal Pradesh, Nagaland,
Sikkim, Goa, Kerala, Tamil
Nadu, Meghalaya, and
Manipur reported 0 to 50 cases
per year from 2017 to 2021.

The unabated practice of
dowry continues despite the
anti-dowry law passed way
back in 1961. The Dowry
Prohibition Act prohibits the
practice of accepting and giv-
ing dowry. But the law is seen
as “toothless” because it pro-
vides for imprisonment of up
to six months or fine which
may extend to �5,000, or both.
In case of dowry related death,
CrPC provides for minimum of
seven years of imprisonment
and maximum life term”.
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Hooch tragedy rocked Bihar
again claiming at least 20

lives in Saran district and trig-
gering a massive uproar in the
State Assembly where a bel-
ligerent Opposition BJP tar-
geted an equally aggressive
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar.

According to PTI, the
tragedy took 21 lives. The
police said some people con-
sumed liquor till late on
Tuesday at a local joint, and fell
ill after returning home.
According to reports, some of
the victims complained of
uneasiness, nausea, breathless-
ness, stomach pain and blurry
vision.

While the BJP has sought
to link the tragedy to failure of
liquor ban policy in Bihar, the
ruling JD(U) has claimed that
even before the prohibition
policy was introduced in Bihar
in 2016, such incidents took
place at regular intervals.

According to Santosh
Kumar, the superintendent of
police of Saran district, three
persons each died in Isuapur
and Mashrak police station
areas. “We have sent the six
bodies for post mortem. The
report will ascertain the cause
of death. Local villagers claim

that the victims had consumed
liquor,” he told PTI over phone.

“Six more persons who
had fallen ill are undergoing
treatment at hospitals. We are
trying to record their state-
ments,” he added.

Sale and consumption of
alcohol was completely banned
in Bihar by the Nitish
Government in April, 2016,
though its implementation has
been patchy.

BJP MLAs created a ruckus
inside the Assembly, where
many of them entered the well
raising slogans accusing the
Government of failure to stop
the sale of illicit liquor and
demanding compensation to
family members of those who
lost their lives in Saran.

Continued on Page 2
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Aunited Opposition seems
determined to take on the

Modi Government on the
India-China border issue. Not
satisfied with the Government’s
Tuesday’s statement in
Parliament, the Opposition
members staged walkouts in
both the Houses on Wednesday
after accusing the Government
of not allowing a discussion on
the sensitive issue.

After the presiding officers
of both the Houses refused to
grant them permission for
debate on the issue, the
Opposition MPs led by
Congress chief and Leader of
Opposition in the Rajya Sabha
M Mallikarjun Kharge staged
a walkout in the Upper House. 

In the Lok Sabha, former
Congress chief and UPA chair-
person Sonia Gandhi led the
walkout by Congress and and
Trinamool Congress MPs.

Kharge said the Opposition
parties wanted a debate to get
full information on the Chinese
aggression and encroachment
on Indian territory and that
they stand by the Army and the
country. 

Leaders expressed caution
that while talking on Chinese
transgressions issue there
should not be any utterances
that could lower the morale of
the Armed forces.

Besides this, the leaders
discussed important issues to
be raised and formulated their
joint future strategy in both
Houses of Parliament. 

The Opposition leaders
would be meeting in
Parliament again on Thursday
and will further plan on their
strategy.

Before the resumption of
the days’ session, barring the
Trinamool Congress, 17
Opposition leaders met in the
chamber of Congress president
in Parliament House where
they decided to corner the

BJP-led NDA Government on
the border disputes and ques-
tioned the insensitivity of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
not to debate, discuss or even
have the courtesy to respond to
queries of the Opposition
members. 

All Opposition parties
moved adjournment notices
in both Houses of Parliament,
demanding an urgent discus-
sion on the issue.

Leaders of the Congress,
RJD, DMK, CPI, CPI(M), AAP,
Samajwadi Party, JD(U), NCP,
Shiv Sena, Kerala Congress,
National Conference, AIUDF,
RLD, MDMK, VCK and KCM
were present in the meeting. 

Party sources said TMC’s
Sudeep Bandyopadhyay was
supposed to go for the

Opposition meeting, but could
not attend due to his indispo-
sition. TMC leaders had con-
veyed to other Opposition
leaders that they will be on
board on the decision taken at
the Opposition meeting.

The Oppositions hardened
its stand  day after Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh told
Parliament that  Chinese troops
tried to “unilaterally” change
the status quo along the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) in the
Yangtse area of Arunachal
Pradesh’s Tawang sector last
week but the Indian Army
compelled them to retreat by its
“firm and resolute” response.
Singh said there were “no fatal-
ities” or serious injuries to the
Indian soldiers and that the
clash led to injuries to a few
personnel on both sides.

The Opposition leaders
were, however, not allowed to
seek any clarifications from the
Minister on the issue and hence
they were upset for not allow-
ing them an opportunity to
seek clarifications even as the
chairman said the issue was
sensitive.

When the House resumed
for the day amidst protests by
Opposition in Rajya Sabha,
Deputy Chairman Harivansh,
said there was no notice before
the Chair and a debate cannot
be allowed on the issue hence
forcing Opposition MPs to
shout slogans and then a walk-
out. 

Continued on Page 2
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Former RBI Governor
Raghuram Rajan on

Wednesday joined the
Congress’ ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’
currently traversing in
Rajasthan. Sharing a picture of
Rahul Gandhi and Rajan, the
Congress shared a video on
social media asserting  that
increasing number of people
are standing up to unite the
country against hatred.

The videos  showed Rajan
and the former Congress chief
having a discussion while
marching as the Congress’
yatra resumed from Bhadoti of
Sawai Madhopur in the morn-
ing.  Rajan’s participation, how-
ever, invited brickbats from the
BJP.  

Appointed as RBI
Governor during the Congress-
led UPA reign, Rajan has been
a critic of some aspects of the
BJP Government’s policies,
including its handling of the
economy.

While the BJP targeted
Rajan, Congress leaders
expressed happiness at the
noted economist joining the
yatra. Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge said, “A
strong and sound economy is
a combination of growth and

welfare. Our vision is to reclaim
that India. We are glad that for-
mer RBI Governor & leading
economist, Raghuram Rajan
joined the Bharat Jodo Yatra in
our endeavour to build an
agenda for the future.”

Continued on Page 2
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Bihar Hooch tragedy in
Bihar triggered a political

slugfest on Wednesday with
BJP leaders, including Union
Minister Giriraj Singh, on
Wednesday asking Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar to
reconsider prohibition policy in
the State, claiming that it has
failed with illegal sale of spu-
rious liquor causing frequent
deaths.

The hooch tragedy also
echoed in the Lok Sabha with
members from the State

expressing concern over deaths
due to illicit liquor.

Nitish on Wednesday lost
his cool in the State Assembly
when the BJP member ques-
tioned him on the prohibition
and sought its reconsidera-
tion. Following this he got agi-
tated saying that “all of you
were earlier in favour of the
prohibition. What has hap-
pened now?”

Bihar imposed complete
prohibition in the State in
April 2016, drawing its inspi-
ration from Article 47.

Continued on Page 2
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The passenger movement at
entry gates of Terminal 3 of

Delhi’s Indira Gandhi
International (IGI) Airport
eased on Wednesday, but inside
counters remained choc a bloc
with passengers complaining of
waiting at the airport for near-
ly 4 hours to catch their flights.

Union Civil Aviation
Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia
said the situation at the airport
is expected to be normal by
next 7-10 days. “All agencies
have swung into action in the
last 24-36 hours to mitigate
congestion at all major airports.  

Congestion at entry points
and check-in counters at T3 has
eased. Four additional X-ray
machines have been added at
the Security Hold Area; display
boards showing wait time have
come up. Deployment of CISF
manpower has already kick-
started, and will progressively
increase in the next few days,”
Scindia said.

The Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF) has pre-
pared a pool of more than 100
personnel to man additional
security counters expected to
be handed over to it for easing
the ongoing congestion in
Delhi and Mumbai. Delhi
International Airport Limited
(DIAL), however, in a tweeted,
“Swift passenger movement at
the security check area at
Terminal 3, with an average
waiting time of 7-8 minutes”.

Continued on Page 2
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Two bike-borne youths car-
ried out an acid attack on

a 17-year-old schoolgirl in
Dwarka in Delhi on
Wednesday. 

According to the police, the
Class XII student was attacked
at Verma Chowk, Rama Park
(area of Police Station Mohan
Garden), when she was on her
way to the school, along with
her sisters, on Tuesday morn-
ing.

Footage retrieved from a
CCTV camera installed at the
crime spot shows a pillion
rider throwing acid at the girl.
The minor girl has suffered 7
per cent to 8 per cent facial
burns and her eyes have also
been affected.

The police have arrested
three people Sachin Arora, 20,

Harshit Aggarwal, alias Honey,
19, and Virender Singh, alias
Sonu, 22. 

Sonu works as a generator
mechanic, said the police,
adding that they  procured the
acid from e-commerce plat-
form Flipkart.

Special Commissioner of
Police Sagar Preet Hooda at a
Press conference said accused
Sachin was known to the vic-
tim and they were on friendly
terms till September 2022.
They fell out after September
after which the  accused
planned the attack.

“Harshit was driving the
motorcycle at the time of inci-
dent. In the morning, Virender
took the scooty and mobile of
Sachin to another location so as
to create an alibi and mislead
the investigation,” Hooda said.

At about 8.45 am, the

police received a call from
DDU Hospital under  Dwarka
district  regarding the acid
attack. 

“Immediately (after the call
from DDU Hospital) the police
teams rushed to the hospital,”
said Hooda.

The girl was later shifted to
another hospital where she is
under treatment. Waiting out-
side the burns ward, her father
told reporters that her sister
was with her at the time. 

“My daughter left home at
7.30 am. As soon as she crossed
the street, she was attacked. The
incident happened within six to
seven minutes of her leaving
the house,” he said. 

Asked whether she was
being harassed or stalked, he
said she had made no such
complaint.

Continued on Page 2
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Madhya Pradesh Home
Minister Narottam

Mishra on Wednesday object-
ed to actor Deepika Padukone’s
costume in a song of
Bollywood film “Pathaan” and
also frowned upon the colour
of the attire of Padukone and
lead actor Shah Rukh Khan,
calling for its “rectification”. 

Mishra said if certain
scenes in the song are not
“corrected”, the Government
will consider what to do about
the screening of the movie in
Madhya Pradesh.

He said the “green” and
“saffron” colours of the attire of
the actor (Khan) and the
actress (Padukone) need to be
“rectified” along with the lyrics
of the song and also the title of
the film. 

“I feel the title of the song
‘Besharam Rang’ is also objec-
tionable in its sense,” he told
reporters in Indore.

Continued on Page 2
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The blue-and-white wall of
Argentina fans launched

into another rendition of their
World Cup anthem as fulltime
approached at Lusail Stadium.

“Maradona,” they sang, “is
cheering Lionel on” from heav-
en. The parallels between the
two all-time greats of Argentine
soccer, Diego Maradona and
Lionel Messi, are becoming
ever more striking in Qatar.

Just like the 1986 World
Cup seemed to be a highlight
reel for Maradona, Messi has
made his mark on this tourna-
ment with a string of spectac-
ular goals and assists, carrying
Argentina’s class of 2022 into
the final.

There have always been
echoes of Maradona in Messi -
his size, his dribbling skills, his
quick feet, his wand of a left
foot.

Add in the leadership and
fighting qualities he has shown

throughout the tournament
and it really does feel like
Messi is imbued with the spir-
it of Maradona as he closes in
on soccer’s ultimate prize.

“Messi is playing the

Maradona role in the World
Cup,” Jorge Valdano, who was
in Argentina’s victorious World
Cup squad in 1986, said in an
interview to TyC Sports chan-
nel.

That was clear to see in
Messi’s latest stirring perfor-
mance as Argentina beat
Croatia 3-0 on Tuesday to
advance to the World Cup
final for the sixth time.

And nothing encapsulated
his magnificence more than his
assist for the third goal, scored
by Julian Alvarez.

Receiving the ball on the
touchline just inside Croatia’s
half, Messi lifted the ball over
the challenge of Josko Gvardiol
and sprinted down the right
flank. Gvardiol chased him,
constantly grabbing the jersey
of the Argentina captain, and
was then bewitched as Messi
dropped his shoulder and
swiveled the other way to turn
and burst into the area. Then
came the simple cross with his
right foot that Alvarez swept
home.

It was another moment of
magic in a tournament that has
been full of them by Messi.

Continued on Page 2
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At least three persons died
and several others were

injured in a blanket distribu-
tion programme at Asansol
where Bengal Opposition
Leader Suvendu Adhikari was
on Wednesday scheduled to
distribute about 5,000 blankets
to people from weaker sec-
tions. The top police and
administrative brass called
the incident unfortunate and
blamed the local BJP leader-
ship for mismanaging the
programme. 

Police said no permission
was obtained from the admin-
istration. Latest reports said 3
persons had died and 8 were
injured in the stampede.

The incident happened at

Ramakrishna danga are in
the late afternoon as a large
number of people assembled
in a narrow place, sources
said.

Sources said the incident
happened after Adhikari left
the area after distributing
some blankets. 

Later he said, he came to
know about the incident an
hour after leaving the spot
adding he would not blame
anyone for the mishap.

Political mudslinging
ensued hours after the inci-
dent when the Trinamool
Congress leadership referred
to Adhikari’s December 14
deadline — for the TMC gov-
ernment — wondering
whether this was the kind of
deadline he referred to.

The BJP leadership hit
back suggesting a sabotage
theory. “Every thing was fine
till almost the end when some
people started making a mad
rush ... It has to be seen who
instigated the mad rush,” a
senior Asansol leader said.
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The Janata Dal (United) rep-
resents the aspirations of

the underdogs in Bihar and a
merger with current ally
Rashtriya Janata Dal will be
“suicidal” for the party, a top
leader said on Thursday.

JD(U) parliamentary board
chief Upendra Kushwaha made
the statement rejecting specu-
lations of a merger which have
been triggered by Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar drop-
ping hints of intending to pass
on the mantle to his deputy
Tejashwi Yadav, the RJD heir
apparent.

“Nitish Kumar may have
said something in a philo-
sophical vein. Tejashwi Yadav
has rightly refused to dwell on
the same, identifying the 2024
Lok Sabha polls as our main
agenda”, Kushwaha told
reporters here.

“Talks about a merger are
in the realm of speculation. It
has not been discussed in the

party. And I don’t think the
party will ever make such a sui-
cidal move. It will be akin to
strangling the aspirations of
Bihar’s poor and voiceless,
betraying their hopes of social
justice”, said Kushwaha, who
had returned to the JD(U)
nearly two years ago, merging
the RLSP which he had float-
ed after breaking away in 
2013.

He, however, acknowl-
edged that an attempt was
made by Kumar, shortly after
the 2014 Lok Sabha polls, to
merge not just RJD and JD(U),
but also other breakaway
groups of the Janata Dal like
Samajwadi Party in Uttar
Pradesh and JD(S) in

Karnataka.
“But that did not work

out”, pointed out Kushwaha,
adding “We must not get dis-
tracted by pointless things. We
must have our attention
focused on 2024, like Arjuna’s
unwavering gaze on the bird’s
eye,” Kushwaha said.

Another senior JD(U)
leader who ruled out a merg-
er was Vijay Kumar
Chaudhary, the minister for
parliamentary affairs, who
faced queries about the same
from journalists outside the
assembly.

“The chief minister has
for long been saying that the
future belongs to youngsters
like Tejashwi. But do not jump
to conclusions like a merger.
That is not a possibility,” said
Chaudhary.

Meanwhile, the BJP, which
has been licking its wounds
since losing power in August as
a result of Kumar’s exit from
NDA, sought to fish in troubled
waters.
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Adalit girl was sexually
assaulted by a youth who

forced her to abort thrice. The
accused had introduced him-
self as Pandit and extorted
money several times from the
victim, accroding to a com-
plaint lodged with the AJK
police.

The accused identified as
Shaan Pandit, alias Faizal Syed
Abbas, had made friends with
the victim by introducing him-
self as a Pandit (Brahmin).
After this, took her to the
hotel and raped her. The
accused also made videos,
exploited her for three years by
threatening to upload videos
on social media. He forced
abortion three times.

According to the victim,
the accused also pressurised
her to change her religion. He
used to take her for a walk
wearing a burqa and when the
accused raped her for the first

time, she was 16 years old. 
The accused had also got a

fake Aadhaar made in the
name of Shaan. However, the
Ajak police station has not
registered a case under the
Freedom of Religion Act. In
this case, it has been registered
under the sections of rape,
threats, SC-ST Act and assault.
Police have arrested the
accused.

He threatened that if she
reveals anything then he would
show this video to her family
members and upload it on
social media.

Accused Faizal Syed Abbas
had also got a fake Aadhaar
made in the name of Shaan
Pandit. Meanwhile, she became
pregnant and abortion was
done by  Dr M Srivastava. After
that, abortion was done twice
by giving medicines himself.

The victim told that the
parents and brother of Faizal
Syed Abbas were also aware of
the abortion.
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has won a race discrimination
case against the University of
Portsmouth after an employ-
ment tribunal ruled that she
was discriminated against
when overlooked for a role as
a “visible” member of the uni-
versity’s ethnic minority staff. 

Dr Kajal Sharma, who was
appointed to a five-year fixed
term secondment as Associate
Head for Organisational
Studies and Human Resources
Management at the university
starting January 2016, had the
option to reapply to the post. 

However, when she was
overlooked for that position,
she complained under the uni-
versity’s grievance procedure in
November 2020 that she had
been discriminated against
under the UK’s Equality Act
2010.

“The claimant (Sharma)
was a visible member of the
black and minority ethnic
(BAME) staff. She speaks with
a marked Indian accent,” notes
the Employment Tribunal
judgment dated November 29.
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The Delhi Government on
Wednesday formed a

Committee comprising of
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) officials to
undertake on-ground studies
in various cities to study solid
waste management, segrega-
tion, and sanitation models.

“The aim of this commit-
tee is to learn the best practices
from throughout the country
and the world and to imple-
ment them in the national
Capital to improve sanitation
within the city and make it
garbage free,” a senior AAP
leader, Saurabh Bhardwaj stat-
ed.

“From next Monday, com-
mittee members and MCD
officials will go on field visits to
study solid waste management,
segregation, and sanitation
models of various cities. A
report will be prepared after
these visits to enlist best prac-
tices that can be adopted by the
MCD,” Bhardwaj said.

“The field visit team will
also meet senior officials of the
civic body of these cities and
take lessons in waste manage-
ment, he said”.
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The Leader of Opposition in
Delhi Assembly Ramvir

Singh Bidhuri on Wednesday
alleged that salaries to DTC
employees, civil defence mar-
shals and home guards have
not been released so far as the
Arvind Kejriwal Government
in Delhi has no money to pay
salaries to its employees.
Bidhuri said that the Delhi gov-
ernment have gone bankrupt as
it  is now not even able to pay
salaries to the employees.  Due
to this, the DTC employees
have threatened to block the
roads from December 17.

“Why the salaries of these
employees have not been
released. Has the government
spent the salary of these
employees on any other head?
Whether the Delhi govern-
ment is facing a financial cri-
sis?” he asked.

Comparing this situation
whit the AAP’s Punjab gov-
ernment, Bidhuri said that the
similar condition of the AAP
government in Punjab and
even there the employees are
not getting their salaries on
time.
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Gurugram: The Haryana real
estate regulatory authority
(HRERA), Gurugram, has
imposed a penalty of �2.50
crore on Brahma City Private
Limited, a real estate promot-
er, for violating the provisions
of the real estate (regulation
and development) Act of 2016.

“For violating the provi-
sions of the RERA Act the
authority imposed a penalty of
�2.50 crore on the promoter for
not applying for registration of
its ongoing project within time
allowed and allowing sells of
plots in violation of the provi-
sions,” said the RERA orders.

While examining the doc-
uments during a hearing in
November, the authority
observed that the promoter
sold as many as 219 plots with-
out getting the project regis-
tered with the RERA.

The RERA order includes
also a warning to the promot-
er not to violate the provisions
of the RERA Act, directing the
promoter to deposit the penal-
ty within the timelines.

“The promoter is directed
to deposit the penalty within
one month from the date of
issuance of this notice,” said the
order.
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The corruption issue raised
by the BJP against the

Arvind Kejriwal Government
had an impact in the MCD
polls and the effect will mag-
nify in two to three years when
the Lok Sabha and Assembly
polls are held, the party’s Delhi
unit working president
Virendra Sachdeva claimed
Wednesday.

“(Prime Minister)
Narendra Modi is the leader of
everyone in the BJP and the
rest of us are just workers,” he
said, adding the party’s vote
share will be boosted by
increasing awareness among
people about various benefits
Delhi has received from the
Central government’s initia-
tives.

Under Modi’s leadership,
BJP leaders and workers will
work towards ensuring that the
party wins all seven parlia-
mentary constituencies in
Delhi and better its 52 per cent
vote share of the last Lok Sabha
polls in the next general elec-
tions, Sachdeva told 
reporters.
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From Page 1
Kharge continued to

speak but his mic was
switched off. “We are for the
country. We are with the
Army,” he said.

As soon as the Question
Hour ended in the Lok Sabha,
Congress’ Leader of the House
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury
demanded that a discussion
on the “Indo-China border sit-
uation be held”, saying late
Prime Minister Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru had allowed

a discussion in Lok Sabha on
the India-China war in 1962.

“We have been demand-
ing a discussion on India-
China border situation. In
1962, when India-China war
took place, Jawaharlal Nehru,
in this House, had given 165
MPs chance to speak, and a
decision was taken on what to
do only after that,”
Chowdhury said.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla said a decision will be
taken on it in the meeting of
the Business Advisory
Committee while Congress
led by Sonia staged a walkout
in the lower House and
accused the Government of
not allowing a discussion on
the India-China border issue.
Later, members of the TMC,

DMK, NCP and the NC
among others walked out of
the House during the
Question Hour.

Former Union Minister
and Congress MP Shashi
Tharoor said giving out a
“small statement” without any
clarification is not democrat-
ic. “We have been saying for
some time now that this is
what Parliament is for, it is a
forum for the Government to
be accountable to the people
of India on a matter like this
where for five years Chinese
have been nibbling at our
LAC, starting with Doklam in
2017 and going on till what
happened on December 9 in
Tawang and the incidents in
Galway, Depsang, Hot Springs
and so on,” he said.
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From Page 1
The article 47 of the

Indian Constitution, directs
the State to endeavour to pro-
hibit the consumption of
intoxicating drinks and drugs
that are injurious to health.

Interestingly, Union
Minister is now seeking that
the prohibition policy be
reconsidered.

Singh told reporters out-
side Parliament that Kumar
should convene an all-party
meeting on the issue and take
a decision accordingly. “If a
policy is not successful, then
it should be reconsidered,” he
said.

Pataliputra MP and for-

mer Union Minister Ram
Kripal Yadav echoed Singh’s
view and said the Chief
Minister should not make
prohibition a matter of per-
sonal prestige. “He should
either implement it effective-
ly or resign,” he added.

At least 10 people have
died after allegedly consuming
spurious liquor in Bihar’s
Saran district on Tuesday
night. While police have put
the toll at six, BJP leaders have
alleged that it is much 
higher.

“Every day people in
Bihar are dying due to spuri-
ous liquor while Nitish Kumar
remains obstinate about his
policy which has failed. Crime
is on a rise. Liquor has become
like God which may not be
visible but is present every-
where in the State,” Singh
said.

From Page 1
BJP’s Foreign Affairs

Department head Vijay
Chauthaiwale tweeted, “One
former RBI Governor became
head of Government and coun-
try lost ten precious years.
Thanks to Modi, India will not
repeat that mistake. RRR
(Raghuram Rajan) can walk
from Delhi to Chicago.”

The party’s IT department
head Amit Malviya said,
“Rajan, former RBI Governor,
a Congress appointee, joining
Rahul’s Bharat Jodo Yatra is not
a surprise. He fancies himself

as the next Manmohan Singh.
Just that his commentary on
India’s economy should be dis-
carded with disdain. It is
coloured and opportunistic.” To
mark 100 days of the Bharat
Jodo Yatra, the Congress is also
organising a concert in Jaipur
on Friday with a live perfor-
mance from singer Sunidhi
Chauhan. AICC General
Secretary Jairam Ramesh said
the ‘Bharat Jodo Concert’ will
be attended by Congress lead-
ers including Rahul, who will
also address a Press conference
at Dausa on the day. Himachal
Pradesh Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu and
State Congress MLAs will join
the yatra on Friday.
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From Page 1
The Chief Minister, to

whom prohibition is a move
inspired by Mahatma Gandhi
and hence close to his heart,
rose in his chair angrily and
stood admonishing the BJP
MLAs waving fingers at them.

The din caused Speaker
Awadh Bihari Chaudhary to
adjourn the proceedings for 15
minutes, within half an hour of
commencement at 11 a.m. The
unruly scenes continued when
the House re-assembled.

BJP members demanded
an apology from the Chief
Minister, who was then not in
his chair, and staged a walkout
when the Zero Hour began.

Outside the House, Leader
of Opposition Vijay Kumar
Sinha told reporters, “The
Chief Minister owes his current
term in office to us (BJP) but
he ditched us and joined those
(RJD) he had been accusing of
jungle raj. In their company he
has picked up their ways, which
is evident from the intimidat-
ing and insulting language he
used against us on the floor of
the House”.
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From Page 1
Giving a “smart travel tip”,

the tweet by Delhi airport said,
“For a smoother and faster
security clearance, passenger
shall carry only one hand bag-
gage as their cabin 
luggage”.

However, the passengers
were disgruntled about the
baggage check problems. “If
you have stuff to check in, add
an extra hour,” said a passen-
ger, who reached the airport at
1.30 am on Wednesday.

Shweta Bahl wrote on
Twitter, “People are literally
missing their flights and there
is mass panic.  Dear
Authorities, Request for man-
agement and smoothening the
process pls”. 

Another passenger tweet-
ed that he was waiting for
almost three hours in the secu-
rity line at T3.
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From Page 1
FIR No. 670/22 was regis-

tered under Section 326A (vol-
untarily causing grievous hurt
by use of acid, etc.)/34 (com-
mon intention) of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC) at Mohan
Garden police station, Hooda
said.

Following the incident,
women’s groups and others,
including Lt Governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena, raised questions
on the availability of acid in
markets despite a ban. 

Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal asked how
the accused could have gath-
ered so much courage. 

After the incident, National
Commission for Women
(NCW) and Delhi
Commission for Women
(DCW) have taken cognizance
of the incident and issued
notices to the Delhi 
Police.

“Police teams responded
swiftly, and multiple teams of
Operations unit, Dwarka dis-
trict and PS Mohan Garden
were constituted under the
leadership of DCP/Dwarka M
Harsha Vardhan, to identify
and nab the accused persons.
Based on information devel-
oped from witnesses and local
sources, accused persons were
identified and arrested within
12 hours of the incident,”
Hooda said.
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“Personally,” Messi said, “I
can say that I feel very happy
in this whole World Cup. I am
enjoying it a lot and luckily
enough I can help my whole
squad to make things hap-
pen.”

After the match, an
Argentine reporter conducting
a post-match interview with
Messi broke off from asking
questions and told him that,
whatever happened in the final,
he had succeeded in making a
mark on every Argentine’s life
and was bringing joy to the
country. And for Messi, it is
now about more than just win-
ning soccer matches.

“It is no longer only the
result but the road we have
traveled,” he said. “Before in
Argentina, it was valued to win
or lose, but I think people now
value other things.”

That may be so, but win-
ning the World Cup would
cement his legacy, allowing
him to join Pele and Maradona
in the pantheon of soccer’s
greatest players. He might be
there already, but being a World
Cup winner would end the
debate. Messi reiterated that
this would most probably be
his last dance at a World Cup
- he will turn 39 during the
2026 tournament in the United
States, Canada and Mexico.

And he’s been doing plen-
ty of dancing, on the field
after matches and in the lock-
er room, as Argentina has
rebounded with five wins fol-
lowing a shocking loss to Saudi
Arabia.
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He also targeted Khan,
saying while the actor visits the
Vaishno Devi shrine but he
brings women actors in his
films in bikinis.

Mishra’s statement came
after the song, “Besharam
Rang”, featuring Padukone was
released recently. 

“In the song ‘Besharam
Rang’ which is made with con-
taminated mentality, the actor
and the actress are clad in green
and saffron clothes in an objec-
tionable manner,” he said. 

Mishra further said
Padukone’s costumes in the
song are prima facie “highly
objectionable” and it is clearly
visible that this song was filmed
out of a “contaminated men-
tality”.

“I would request to correct
the scenes and her (Padukone’s)
costumes (in the song), other-
wise whether this film should
be allowed in Madhya Pradesh
or not will be a question to be
considered,” Mishra told
reporters at Janapav in Mhow
tehsil in Indore district earlier
in the day. 

The senior BJP leader also
targeted Khan over the por-
trayal of female actors in his
movies.

“On the one hand he visits
Mata Vaishno Devi shrine,
which is a good thing, but on
the other, he brings women
actors in bikinis in his films,
This is not good,” Mishra
added.
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Delhi Lieutenant-Governor
(L-G) VK SAXENA on

Wednesday sought a detailed
report on the west Delhi acid
attack incident from the city
Police Commissioner, includ-
ing information on how the
acid was procured despite a ban
on its sale. "The L-G spoke to
the Police Commissioner about

the unfortunate incident of
acid attack that took place at
Dwarka More today and
sought a detailed report into
the incident, including as to
how the acid used was pro-
cured despite a ban in the
city," the Raj Niwas Delhi said
in a series of tweets. "L-G has
instructed for swift and thor-
ough investigation so as to
ensure exemplary punishment
to the guilty. The L-G is also in
touch with the hospital author-
ities and has urged them to
ensure the best treatment. He
has also assured all possible
assistance to the victim and her
family," it added.

Delhi Chief Minister
ARVIND KEJRIWAL on

Wednesday demanded strin-
gent punishment for those
involved in throwing acid on a
minor girl in west Delhi, and
asserted that the Government
is concerned about every child
in the national Capital. In a
tweet, Kejriwal said: "This can-

not be tolerated at all. How did
the accused gather so much
courage? The accused should
be given the strictest punish-
ment. The safety of every girl
child in Delhi is important to
us."

BJP MP GAUTAM GAM-
BHIR on Wednesday said

the man who threw acid at a
schoolgirl in Delhi's Dwarka
should be publicly executed by
authorities. “Words can’t do any
justice. We have to instill fear
of immeasurable pain in these
animals. Boy who threw acid at
schoolgirl in Dwarka needs to
be publicly executed by author-
ities,” a seemingly angry crick-
eter-turned-politician tweet-
ed.

In the wake of an acid attack
on Wednesday, Delhi Com-

mission For Women (DCW)
Chief SWATI MALIWAL said
that despite a ban, the chemi-
cal is as easy to purchase as veg-

etables.  In a video uploaded on
Twitter, Maliwal said that the
body may approach the court
for stricter enforcement of the
ban on over-the-counter sale of
acid.  "We have issued notice to
the city police over the incident.
The attackers should be arrest-
ed and given stringent punish-
ment,” Maliwal said.  "DCW
has issued several notices, given

several recommendations, but
acid sale continues. Just like
vegetables are sold, anybody
can buy acid and throw it on a
girl. Why are Governments
sleeping over it? When a girl is
attacked with acid, her soul is
scarred and her life is ruined,"
she said.  "We have issued sev-
eral notices, several summons
but still the acid sale continues.
We will continue to fight
against the sale of acid and will
even approach court, if the sit-
uation demands so," she added.

Aam Aadmi Party national
spokesperson SAURABH

BHARADWAJ alleged that

after the arrival of Delhi L-G V
K Saxena, crimes have gone up
in Delhi.  "L-G saab, you have
Delhi Police with you and
crimes are increasing every
day. Instead of interfering in the
work of the Delhi Government,
you should concentrate on
your work. After your arrival,
crimes are increasing in Delhi,"
he said in a tweet in Hindi.
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The father of the 17-year-old
acid attack victim says he

has no clue who could have
done such a thing and insists his
daughter never complained
about any harassment. Minutes
after she left her west Delhi
home to go to school with her
sister, the girl was attacked with
acid by two masked bike-borne
men.

Her sister rushed back
home to inform her parents
about the incident, while some
shopkeepers helped her wash off
the acid with milk.

Waiting outside the burns
ward of Safdarjung Hospital
where she is undergoing treat-
ment, her father told reporters
that her sister was with her at the
time and they both were going
to school.

"My daughter left home at

7.30 AM. As soon as she crossed
the street, she was attacked. The
incident happened within six to
seven minutes of her leaving the
house. My youngest daughter
had gone along with her and
then came running to us," he
told reporters here.

Asked whether she was
being harassed or stalked, he
said she never had any such
complaint.  

"She told me that they came
and threw the acid and she
could not see them. Doctors are
examining her. If I had known
about any such thing (harass-
ment), I would have taken care
and dropped her to school," he
said.

A doctor at the hospital said
that the girl has suffered seven
to eight per cent facial burns and
her eyes have also been affect-
ed.

The victim's father deals in

rubber stamps and is also a
property dealer, while her
mother is a homemaker. She is
the eldest among three sib-
lings, that include a 12-year-old
sister and a seven-year-old
brother.

Recalling the morning trau-
ma, the girl's mother said her
younger daughter came running
to her and asked for her father.
"She could not explain and
started crying, and asked her
father to rush with her," she said.

The girl's uncle said the girl
and her sister would walk to the
Dwarka Mor Metro Station
every morning. On Wednesday
morning, the sisters were wait-
ing for a friend to accompany
them when the horror struck, he
said.

"Suddenly, two men on
motorcycle came there and
threw acid on her. She rushed
towards nearby shops for help.

One of the shopkeepers even
poured some milk on her face.
She was screaming for help
and asked her younger sister to
call their father," he said.

After her younger sister
rushed home and narrated the
incident, their father rushed his
daughter to a nearby hospital,
from where she was referred to
Deen Dayal Upadhyay Hospital
and subsequently to the
Safdarjung Hospital.

He learnt about the incident
from his younger daughter. His
wife, too called him to tell him
that she needed to go to the hos-
pital, the uncle said.

"Her parents have not eaten
anything since morning. We
never knew about any incident
of harassment earlier. If there
was anything, she would have
definitely shared it with her
father. He is very frank and she
is very close to him," he added.
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Acid attack survivor and
activist Laxmi Agarwal on

Wednesday said she will extend
all possible assistance to the 17-
year-old girl who was attacked
with acid in West Delhi and
urged authorities to strictly
implement the ban on the cor-
rosive substance.  Agarwal, who
herself survived an acid attack at
the age of 15, had come to meet
the victim at Safdarjung
Hospital's burn ICU but was
stopped by authorities.

As outrage spread over the
attack, women's groups and
others, including L-G Saxena,
raised questions on the avail-
ability of acid in markets despite
a ban and Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal asked how the
accused could have gathered so
much courage.

"I want to help the victim
with her treatment and provide
her counselling. Our foundation
will support the girl. She should
be given good treatment. Most

of the time what happens is that
when acid is thrown, it also
affects the eyes. So priority
remains that it does not affect
the eyes in any way," Agarwal
told reporters.

The journey of Agarwal,
from being a victim to an
activist, was also portrayed in the
2020 film 'Chhapaak' with
Deepika Padukone playing the
titular role.

In the wake of increasing
acid attacks, the Supreme Court
had in 2013 banned over-the-
counter sale of acid at retail out-
lets and ordered a compensation
of Rs 3 lakh to be paid by the
State Governments to each vic-
tim.
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The country's apex women
and child rights bodies have

sought urgent action by author-
ities, including the early arrest of
the accused by Delhi Police, in
the acid attack incident in the
national Capital on Wednesday.
The National Commission for
Women (NCW) has also taken
up the matter with the Delhi
State Legal Services Authority for
compensation to the victim.

Two masked men on a bike
flung acid on the 17-year-old vic-
tim, who was attacked minutes
after she left her home for school
and is battling serious injuries.
NCW Chairperson Rekha
Sharma has written to the
Commissioner of Police, Delhi to
personally intervene in the mat-
ter and to ensure the arrest of the
accused at the earliest.The
National Commission for
Protection of Child Rights
(NCPCR) questioned where the

accused had procured the acid-
like substance, as the same is
banned for sale. The NCPCR
also sought action against the
acid seller in the matter.

A four-member team was
deputed by the NCW to visit the
victim at the Safdarjung Hospital.
The team also interacted with the
victim's father who informed
them that the girl had not been
examined by an eye doctor yet.
The team raised the concern with
the Medical Superintendent who
assured that the eye examination
would be undertaken at the ear-
liest. He also informed that the
victim has seven to eight per cent
burns and that her condition is
stable at present. “We've taken up
the matter with Delhi Police and
have also written to Delhi Police
Commissioner regarding the
incident and Delhi State Legal
Service Authority for compen-
sation,” said Lily Paul, Media
Advisor at National Commission
for Women. 
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The cyber attack on the
servers of the All India

Institute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS) is suspected to have
originated from locations in
China and Hong Kong.

Further details have been
sought which can be obtained
from companies in China and
Hong Kong. The Delhi Police
has written to the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI),
which will in turn obtain the
information through Interpol,
they said.

"As of now, the server attack
is suspected to have originated
from a location in China and in
Hong Kong," an official source
said.

The AIIMS Delhi has
around 40 physical and 100
virtual servers. Five have shown
signs of virus infection. Data in
the five servers is learnt to have
been retrieved. AIIMS, Delhi
faced the cyber attack on
November 23 which paralysed
its servers. A case of extortion
and cyber terrorism was regis-

tered by the Intelligence Fusion
and Strategic Operations (IFSO)
unit of the Delhi Police on
November 25. Due to the 10-
day-long cyber attack, AIIMS
Delhi had to switch to manual
management of emergency and
other allied health services. 

The internet services were
blocked as per the recommen-
dations of the investigating agen-
cies. The AIIMS malware attack
was investigated by National
Investigation Agency (NIA),
Indian Computer Emergency
Response Team of MeiTY, Delhi
Cyber Crime Special Cell,
Indian Cyber Crime Coordi-
nation Centre, Intelligence
Bureau, Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI), National
Forensic Sciences University
and National Critical
Information Infrastructure
Protection Centre, among oth-
ers.

With the servers down, the
hospital's outpatient and inpa-
tient digital services, including
smart lab, billing, report gener-
ation and the appointment sys-
tem, were affected. 
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Twelve people linked to a
Chinese digital lending app

through which they duped sev-
eral people and harassed them
into repaying 10 to 20 times of
the loan amount were arrested
by the cyber cell of the Noida
Police on Wednesday, an official
said.

Through the app, the
accused lent small amounts of
Rs 3,000 to Rs 4,000 to people
but would then threaten to
share their objectionable mor-
phed images, pressuring them
into repaying higher amounts,
Deputy Commissioner of Police
(Cyber Cell) Abhishek Verma
said. The call centre was set up
in Sector 63 of Noida and police
seized Rs 1.50 lakh cash, 36
desktop computers, 15 laptops,
eight smart phones, 135 SIM
cards, among other items from
the spot, he said.

According to police, those
held have been identified as
Punit Tuli, Mohd Afzal, Jitendra,
Neeraj Lal, Shivam, Azeem,
Aakash Srivastava, Sumit, Arun
Singh, Siddharth Ojha, Rajnessh

Jha and Bharat.
Tuli, the mastermind of the

gang, was associated with a
Chinese national named Dave,
and the app had its server in
China, a police official privy to
the probe said.

"The Noida Police had of
late been receiving complaints of
fraud through Chinese load
apps. People claimed that their
morphed photos and videos
were being used to threaten
them," Verma told reporters.

"The cyber cell and the
Noida Sector 63 police station
worked on the cases and bust-
ed the call centre named Marvel
Entertainment," he said.

"We have arrested 12 people.
They were in contact with a
Chinese person and would run
a web portal. They called up
people who took loan from the
app and any person who dilly-
dallied in repaying the loan,
these accused shared their mor-
phed pictures and videos in a bid
to extort money from them," the
officer said.This whole racket
was run online and the police are
in the process of further exam-
ining the details ,” he said.
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A56-year-old woman was
found dead at her resi-

dence in northwest Delhi's
Shalimar Bagh, police said on
Wednesday.  The deceased has
been identified as Rajni Madan,
a resident of east Shalimar
Bagh.

Prima facie, no external
injury or ligature mark was
found on her body and entry
into the flat was friendly, police
said, adding that the post-
mortem was conducted and
report is awaited to ascertain
the exact cause of death. A
murder case has been regis-
tered, they said.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Northwest) Usha
Rangnani said that around 10
PM on Tuesday, a PCR call was
received at Shalimar Bagh
police station. The caller
informed that his flat was
locked from outside and his
mother's phone was switched
off.

When a police team
reached the spot, they met the
victim's son Chetan Madan
(25) and broke the lock of his
flat with the help of neighbours
and found his mother lying
dead inside the house, the
DCP said.Madan told police
that he went to his office in the
morning and when he returned
around 10 PM he found his flat
locked from outside.  "When I
went inside the house, it was
ransacked and my mother was
lying dead in one corner of the
room. I think jewellery worth
Rs 70 or 80 lakh is missing
along with cash," Madan told
reporters. "According to his
statement  a case of murder
under Section 302 of the Indian
Penal Code was registered at
Shalimar Bagh police station
and investigation was taken up.
Teams have been formed to
analyse CCTV footage,”the
DCP said.
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In a high-level meeting held
on Wednesday to review the

preparations for the G-20
Summit involving all stake-
holders, Delhi Lieutenant-
Governor VK Saxena stressed
on the need for a "complete"
makeover of the city that will
host eight events of the summit,
beginning March 1, 2023. The
meeting was also scheduled to
be attended by Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal but he could
not do so due to health reasons.

The L-G pointed out that
there were just 108 days left
until the first event in March
and only 250 days left until the
G-20 Summit in September,
2023. He called for a seamless
coordination between various
implementing agencies and
work as a team. Any lapse in
delivery will be taken "extreme-
ly seriously" with responsibil-
ities being fixed and stringent
action being taken, Raj Niwas
said in a statement.

“Informing that he had
personally undertaken many a
steps like ensuring beautifica-
tion of the stretch of Road from
IGI Airport Road to Dhaula
Kuan over the last six months,
Saxena stressed on the need for
a complete makeover and
refurbishing of the city, which
will host eight events of the
summit,” said Raj Niwas, in a
statement.

According to the state-

ment, sanitation will be the
other big area, involving clean-
ing and beautification of roads,
fast tracking of work to flatten
three landfill sites (garbage
dumps) with an aim to com-
plete flattening of one at Okhla
before commencement of the
summit events. Indian culture
will be showcased with land-
scaping and facade designing
and illumination of monu-
ments and architectural land-
marks of the city including
Qutub Minar, Red Fort, Lodhi

Garden, Purana Quila, and
Humayun's tomb.

Apart from this, iconic
markets in the city including
Connaught Place, Chandni
Chowk, Khan Market and Dilli
Haat will be spruced up and
overhauled. Visits of G-20 del-
egates to these markets and lan-
gars at places like Bangla Sahib
and ISKCON temple will be
organised on the sidelines of
the summit events.

“The Chairman of NDMC
Amit Yadav has given a pre-
sentation regarding the five
set goals and targets which is to
be achieved before the summit.

The first point is improv-
ing city’s infrastructure by
revamping of roads, walkabil-
ity, refurbishing signages, beau-
tifying under side of flyovers,
foolproof and permanent mea-
sures for preventing water-log-
ging, owing to the fact that six
out of eight events were sched-
uled to be held in the city, when
the monsoons will yet be active.
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Soon, the national Capital
will have as many as 2,000

special public toilets exclu-
sively for the transgender
community, a move aimed
towards making the city more
inclusive. The Arvind Kejriwal-
led State Government is in the
final stage of preparing a blue-
print in this regard.

As per the policy, a dedi-
cated toilet block for transgen-
ders will be added, wherever
possible, in the existing toilet
amenities meant for men and
women.

Sharing the details with
The Pioneer, State Social
Welfare Minister, Raaj Kumar
Anand, said, “We are commit-
ted to providing safe spaces to

the transgender community
and ensuring that they do not
feel discriminated against.
Keeping this in mind, we are in
the midst of forming a policy
under which the existing and
under-construction public toi-
lets will also have a third block
for the transgender and dis-
abled people besides that for
males and females.”

“We will also make the
construction of the third block
in the public toilets mandato-
ry in the Capital,” he said, reit-
erating that the party is com-
mitted to facilitating transgen-
der's equal status in society and
quality of life in the city, which
recently elected its first trans-
gender municipal councilor
Bobby Kinnar. Bobby won
from Sultanpuri 43, a ward of

Sultanpur Majra Assembly con-
stituency in the recently held
municipal polls.

Talking about the number
of toilets that will have a block
for the third gender, a senior
official of the Social Welfare
Department said that current-
ly there are 505 public toilets
across Delhi. These will soon
have a block for transgenders
too.

“Currently there are nine
toilets across the city including

one at the Department of Trade
and Taxes, four at the Revenue
Department, two at Kala
Niketan Senior Bal Vidyala,
and Delhi Subordinate Services
Selection Board, etc, exclu-
sively for the trans communi-
ty,” he said.

“A total of 56 transgender
lavatories are under construc-
tion, which will soon be
opened for the third gender.
But this is not the end. We will
build more than 2000 toilets
with these facilities,” he said.

In the next few years, the
State Government will ensure
that almost all the public toilets
will have these facilities so
that the members of the third-
gender community do not feel
uncomfortable while using the
services, the official said.
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Over 10 lakh exotic potted
plants will add to the beau-

ty of the national capital as it gets
ready to host the G20 Summit
in September next year, forest
department said on Wednesday.

The horticulture wings of
the central and Delhi govern-
ment departments, including
the Delhi Development
Department, New Delhi
Municipal Council, Public
Works Department and
Municipal Corporation of Delhi,
have been asked to decorate
public spaces, roundabouts,
major intersections, flyovers and
vertical greens in the city with
exotic flowering plants, a senior

forest department official said.
"Different species of exotic

plants will be used for this pur-
pose across Delhi. The locations
and targets for each depart-
ment will be finalised by April
next year," the official said.

Another official said special
attention will be given to the
stretch between the Indira
Gandhi International Airport
and Lutyens Delhi, India Gate
area and Pragati Maidan, the
main venue of the G20 Summit
in Delhi."Departments con-
cerned have already been asked
to float tenders for procurement
of pots, plants and seedlings.
Though there is no specific tar-
get yet, we are trying to use
many flowering plants,” he said.
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The Public Accounts Com-
mittee (PAC) of Parlia-
ment on Wednesday said

that there should not be any gap
in supply of clothing, equipment,
ration and provisioning of
accommodation for soldiers
engaged in safeguarding the
country's borders under difficult
weather conditions in high-alti-
tude regions.

In its 55th report tabled in
Lok Sabha, the PAC pointed out
inordinate delays in procure-
ment of winter clothing for sol-
diers in high-altitude areas as
well as implementation of the
project for improving their hous-
ing conditions. 

The PAC also recommend-
ed urgent revamp of the
approach towards procurement
of high-altitude clothing, equip-
ment, ration and housing facil-
ities for the troops deployed in
those regions. Temperatures in
some of the forward locations
including in Ladakh drop up to
minus 40 degree celsius during
harsh winter months. 

The PAC's report on 'Pro-
visioning, procurement and
issue of High Altitude Clothing,

Equipment, Ration and
Housing' noted that the audit
found instances of delays
stretching up to four years in
procurement of clothing items
from time to time. In this con-
text, the committee headed by
Congress's Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury also referred to the
setting up of an empowered
committee in 2007 with full
financial powers for speedy pro-
curement of clothing items for
troops in high-altitude regions. 

The panel also said that
there was a need for separate
allotment of financial resources
for meeting requirements of
the troops deployed in areas hav-

ing extreme weather conditions.
"There were inordinate delays in
receipt of contracted items from
ordnance factories. Delayed pro-
curement action and delayed
receipt of contracted items as per
audit observations led to acute
shortage of essential clothing
and equipment items and
adversely affected timely issue of
the same to the troops," the
panel said. 

"Health and hygiene of
troops stationed at high-altitude
areas was reportedly affected as
a result of procedural delays,
non-supply or supply of recycled
or alternate items at the time of
need," it said. The committee

also noted the "lack" of research
and development by the defence
laboratories and failure in indi-
genisation resulted in the pro-
longed and continued depen-
dence on import. 

"Special rations were to be
given to the troops for alleviat-
ing certain physiological condi-
tions that the troops face in high
altitude inhospitable conditions,"
the report mentioned. "However,
audit findings revealed that sub-
stitutes in lieu of scaled items
were authorised in a given per-
centage on a cost-to-cost basis
which affected the quantity of
calorie intake of troops," it said. 

The PAC said instances of
"short issues" of rations to the
troops due to deficiencies in
internal control also came to
light. Referring to the project for
improving housing conditions
for troops in high-altitude areas,
the panel said the audit found
that it was executed in an ad-hoc
manner. 

"Sanction of the competent
authority was never taken and
even the pilot project was sanc-
tioned in phases. Despite incur-
ring an expenditure of Rs 274
crore, the pilot project was not
successful," it said.
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Warning that it will come
down "very hard" on those

who vandalised courts and dis-
rupted proceedings in some
districts of Odisha, the Supreme
Court on Wednesday admon-
ished the state police for its "utter
failure" to control the situation.

The top court said the
demand for establishing a per-
manent bench of the state high
court in western Odisha seems
to have become a "prestige issue"
and that there was no justifica-
tion for having another bench of
the high court in view of the
widespread use of technology in
the functioning of courts.

"There is no high hope of
formation of bench, much less
any hope now. Even if there was
some remote possibility, that is
lost now due to their conduct,"
a bench of Justices S K Kaul and
A S Oka observed.

The apex court told the
Director General of Police,
Odisha, and Inspector General,
Sambalpur, who both appeared
before it through video-confer-
ence, that if the state police are
unable to control the situation,
the court will send paramilitary
forces there to deal with it.

The bench said FIRs must
be registered against those who
indulged in violent protests and
they be prosecuted. The Bar

Council of India (BCI) informed
the bench that it has suspended
43 agitating advocates of the
Sambalpur District Bar
Association for their alleged
involvement in vandalism.

"Why such people should be
lawyers?" wondered the bench
and warned "We are going to
come down very hard and will
be extremely harsh".

The IG, Sambalpur, told
the bench a three-tier security
system has been put in place
around the district court and 15
platoons of police personnel
were deployed after the last
order of the apex court. Three
criminal cases have been regis-
tered against the trouble makers,
he said."Three-tier system with
15 platoons is not good enough
for you to control them from
disrupting the court proceed-
ings," the bench asked the IG,
adding, "We have seen the video.
You (police) were mollycod-

dling the lawyers. This is how
you control the law and
order?....If you cannot control it,
we will get paramilitary forces
there.<"It is utter failure of the
police, according to me. If you
want, we will give certificate to
you," Justice Kaul said angrily.

The DGP told the court the
situation was under control
now. The bench asked whether
normalcy has been restored and
lawyers are appearing in the
courts. The counsel appearing
for the state of Odisha said very
few lawyers are coming to courts
and no protests have taken place
outside the court premises in the
last two days.

The bench was not
impressed with a resolution
passed by the central action
committee of all bar associations
of western Odisha regarding sus-
pension of the agitation and said
the committee will have to call
off the strike unconditionally. 

����� ��������	

Astaggering 1.58 crore chil-
dren aged between 10 and

17 years are addicted to sub-
stances in the country, the
Government told the Supreme
Court on Wednesday. Citing
data from a survey conducted
following an apex court order, it
said alcohol is the most com-
monly used psychoactive sub-
stance by the Indians followed
by Cannabis and Opioids.

About 16 crore people con-
sume alcohol and more than 5.7
crore individuals are affected by
harmful or dependent alcohol
use and need help.

The government said 3.1
crore individuals use cannabis
products and about 25 lakh
suffer from cannabis depen-
dence, while 2.26 crore people
use opioids and approximately
77 lakh individuals require help
for opioid use problems.

Additional Solicitor General
Aishwarya Bhati, appearing for
the Centre, told a bench of
Justices KM Joseph and BV
Nagarathna that following the
apex court's 2016 verdict, it had
conducted a nationwide survey
on the extent and pattern of sub-
stance use in India.
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The Delhi High Court has
directed the Insurance

Regulatory and Development
Authority of India (IRDAI) to
ensure the products are designed
and introduced on an early date
for persons with disabilities so
as to enable them to obtain
health insurance coverage.

A bench of Justice Prathiba
M. Singh has directed the IRDAI
and the insurance companies to
submit a status report before
March 17, 2023, the next date of
hearing. The court also observed

that the persons with disabilities
would be entitled to health
insurance coverage and products
may have to be designed for
them. A plea was moved by
Saurabh Shukla who is suffering
from multiple health ailments,
including tetraplegia due to an
injury suffered in 2012. Shukla,
who uses a wheelchair and has
limited use of his arms, had
approached two insurance com-
panies, Max Bupa Health
Insurance Company Ltd and
Oriental Health Insurance
Company Ltd but was refused
any health insurance policy by

both of them. Oriental Insurance
Company Ltd counsel submit-
ted that Shukla's request for
health insurance was denied
due to his medical history. But
the court said: "There should be
no discrimination, as healthcare
is concerned, against the he
persons with disabilities. Right
to life includes the right to
health and even healthcare."

The court also allowed
Shukla to once again approach
these two companies. By the
next date of hearing, a propos-
al shall be ready, his case shall be
considered.
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Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Wednesday

exuded confidence that inflation
would further decline and the
government is on track to meet
its budgetary target for deficit
and said that there is no fear of
stagflation in India.  

Replying to the debate on
first batch of Supplementary
Demands for Grants 2022-23 in
Lok Sabha, the Finance Minister
said inflation has come down

and it is now in the tolerable
band of the RBI.  Inflation has
been declining since April 2022
and it is declining further, she
said. As per the law, Monetary
Policy Committee headed by
RBI Governor has been given
task of maintaining inflation at
4 per cent with the upper toler-
ance limit of 6 per cent and the
lower tolerance limit of 2 per
cent, she said.  "We will bring it
down further,” she quipped say-
ing the issue is being raised by
Congress during whose regime

inflation was in double digit.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and his group of Ministers are
constantly watching and making
interventions and taking mea-
sures to keep inflation under
check to ensure that the poor do
not have to bear the extra finan-
cial burden, she added.  Several
supply-side measures have been
taken by the government to
address inflation, including
reduction in excise duty by Rs 8
per litre on petrol and Rs 6 per
litre on diesel on May 21, 2022.
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The BJP parliamentary party
meeting on Wednesday feli-

citated Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for the record breaking
victory in Gujarat. Modi, in turn,
lauded state BJP unit and its
president C R Paatil for the
party’s success and retaining
power for the seventh consecu-
tive term. In his address to the
party leaders, the Prime Minister
pointed out that the Gujarat elec-
tions showed that victory was
possible if the organization was
strong and well-oiled.

He walked to the meeting
amidst  constant claps from  BJP
leaders and members and was

garlanded by BJP President J P
Nadda.  Among others, BJP lea-
ders Amit Shah and Rajnath
Singh were also present in the
meeting.

Modi heaped praise on the
state unit and  its president
Paatil, saying the victory is owed
to the BJP's organisational
strength and its workers, Union
Minister Pralhad Joshi told
reporters after the meeting.

Modi lauded the BJP's
Gujarat unit as an example of
how electoral victory is possible
if the party organisation is
strong. His high praise for Paatil,
his close confidant, underlines
the latter’s rising stock within the
party following its win in 156

seats in the polls to the 182-
member assembly.

Modi also praised the party's
national president J P Nadda.

Paatil, who has also been in-
charge of the Prime Minister’s
home constituency Varanasi ,  is

known for his micro-manage-
ment of constituencies down to
the booth-level and households.

He won his own Lok Sabha
election from Navsari with a
record margin of nearly seven
lakh votes in 2019. He is cred-
ited for replicating the model to
a large extent across the state,
leading to a rise in the party's
vote share, which coupled with
a split in the opposition votes,
helped it in achieving an
unprecedented tally.

The BJP was successful in
taking its work to the people and
ensuring that there was no anti-
incumbency at work as it won
its seventh assembly polls on the
trot, the PM said.
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The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) on Wednesday arrest-

ed jailed gangster-turned-politi-
cian Mukhtar Ansari in a money
laundering case after he was pro-
duced before a court in Prayagraj
in Uttar Pradesh at the behest of
the agency.  

Mukhtar is a five-time for-
mer MLA and has been under-
going judicial custody in a jail at
Banda in Uttar Pradesh for the
last few years in connection with
criminal cases being probed by
the State police. The ED had
questioned the 59-year-old
strongman in this case last year.

He was taken into custody
by the ED under the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) after he was produced
on Wednesday before a local
court in Prayagraj on the basis
of a production warrant moved
by the agency, officials said.

His MLA son Abbas Ansari
was also arrested by the agency
in November after questioning
at its sub zonal office in
Prayagraj. Later, the agency also
arrested Mukhtar's brother-in-
law Atif Raza.

The ED has also issued a
Look Out Circular (LOC)
against Mukhtar'swife Afsan
Ansari as she has not deposed
before it after issuance of sum-
mons.

The money laundering case
against Mukhtar stems from
multiple FIRs lodged by the
Uttar Pradesh Police against
him as also two more FIRs
lodged against a private com-
pany Vikas Constructions (a
partnership firm) that was run
by his wife, two brother-in-
laws (including Atif Raza) and
others.

Mukhtar is facing ED scruti-
ny in connection with at least 49
criminal cases lodged against
him including those on charges
of land grabbing, murder and
extortion. He is also facing trial
in Uttar Pradesh in several
cases, including attempt to mur-
der and murder.

Earlier this year, the agency
attached seven immovable assets
of Mukhtar Ansari worth Rs
1.48 crore (registry value).

The agency in August had
also searched the official resi-
dence of Mukhtar's elder broth-

er and BSP MP Afzal Ansari in
Delhi and some locations in
Ghazipur district, Mau and
Lucknow.

The Ghazipur district
administration had seized two
plots of land, measuring 1.901
hectares and valued at over Rs

6 crore, that were purchased
using alleged illegal earnings of
Mukhtar, according to the
police.

In July, the Uttar Pradesh
Police attached Afzal Ansari's
assets worth Rs 14.90 crore
under the Gangster Act.  
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Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Gua-

rantee Act (MGNREGA) work-
ers across India are still waiting
for almost Rs 4,447.72 crore in
pending wage payments with
West Bengal reporting the high-
est liability at Rs 2,744 crore fol-
lowed by Kerala (Rs 456 crore)
and Tamil Nadu (Rs 210 crore),
according to the government’s
reply to a question in the Lok
Sabha on Wednesday.

The pending liabilities for
materials under the central rural
job scheme as on November 30,
2022 were as high as Rs 3,207.43
crore with Andhra Pradesh top-
ping the list at Rs 653 crore fol-
lowed by  Karnataka (Rs 540

crore) and West Bengal (Rs 457
crore ), said Union Minister of
State for Rural Development,
Niranjan Jyoti in a written reply.

Maharashtra, Odisha, Bihar,
Rajasthan, Kerala, Telangana
and Madhya Pradesh too report-
ed pending liabilities in three
digits at Rs 175 crore, Rs 112.26
crore, Rs 184 crore, 184.61 crore,
101 crore, Rs 174.71 crore and
Rs 304.83 crore respectively, as
per the Government data

While the Centre has been
blaming the States for failing to
clear the dues, the experts in the
rural sector feel that unpaid dues
have been a persistent problem
with NREGS. 

“The funds released by the
Union government get delayed
because enough funds haven’t

been allocated for the pro-
gramme,” Rajendran Narayanan,
assistant professor at Azim
Premji University and
cofounder of LibTech India, a
study group focused on improv-
ing rural public services deliv-
ery, has been quoted by a news
website.

Experts feel that pending
liabilities can have severe neg-
ative impact on the economy
given that more than 321 mil-
lion workers in total are associ-
ated with the rural job security
programme.

In the 2022-23 budget, a
total of Rs 73,000 crore was allo-
cated for MGNREGS. This is 25
percent less than the Rs 98,000
crore allocated the previous
year, as per revised estimates.
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The CBI has taken over the
probe into an alleged theft

of case property (material evi-
dence) from a local court in
Nellore relating to a matter in
which Andhra Pradesh
Agriculture Minister Kakani
Govardhan Reddy is the prime
accused. The CBI took over the
theft FIR registered by China
Bazar Police station, Nellore
against Syed Hayath and Shaik
Kahaja Rasool on the directions
of the Andhra Pradesh High.

A bench of the High Court
headed by Chief Justice
Prashant Kumar Mishra and
Justice D V S S Somayajulu had
handed over the case to the CBI
with directions to conduct a
proper investigation and submit
the charge sheet at the earliest.

The bench passed the order
while disposing of a suo motu
(taken up on its own) public
interest litigation petition, based
on a report filed by the
Principal District Judge,
Nellore. The then Agriculture
Minister Somireddy Chandra-
mohan Reddy of the TDP had
filed a criminal case of forgery

and fabricating documents
besides criminal defamation
against YSRC's Govardhan
Reddy, then an MLA from
Sarvepalli Assembly con-
stituency. The local police had
filed the charge sheet before the
court and trial had to begin in
May. Five days after Govardhan
Reddy was sworn-in as a min-
ister, the thieves broke into the
court of fourth additional judi-
cial magistrate of first class in
Nellore on the intervening
night of April 13-14.

They decamped with a bag
containing crucial evidence
related to the case including
laptop, mobile phones and sev-
eral documents related to the
criminal case of 2016 filed
against Govardhan Reddy and
three others by Somireddy
Chandramohan Reddy.

The bag was later found
dumped in a culvert but the
crucial documents and other
material evidence were missing.

The principal district judge,
who had conducted a prelimi-
nary inquiry in April, reported
to the High Court that the four
police personnel on guard failed
in their duty.
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In a major reprieve for the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) in the

Bagtui custodial death case the Calcutta
High Court on Wednesday permitted
State Criminal Investigation
Department to investigate the matter
but restrained it from taking any coer-
cive step against the central agency offi-
cials.

This, after the CBI told the court
that how State police had registered
FIRs against several of its officials
including the DIG, SP and even S
Bhattacharya an investigating officer
who had been investigating the high
profile cow smuggling case.

In its order the High Court allowed
the CID to conduct the investigation but
restrained it from taking any strong step
against the CBI officials.

The Court also doubted the con-
tents of the complaint lodged by
Reshma Biwi the wife of Lalan Sheikh
— the prime accused in the Bagtui mass
murder case who died an unnatural
death on Monday evening — and
directed the CID to make her a party
in the case.

The CBI contended that the inclu-
sion of DIG, SP and Bhattacharya’s

names underscored the malafide inten-
tion of the State police which was appar-
ently trying to disrupt the investigation
of cattle smuggling case that has seen
TMC strongman and party national
executive member Anubrata Mondal
going to jail.

The Court also asked the CID to
conduct video recording of the entire
investigation procedure. Besides, it also
asked the investigators not to submit t
he final report without its permission.

Lalan Sheikh the prime accused in
the Bagtui mass murder case was on

Monday evening found hanging in the
bathroom of a guest house which had
been converted into a make shift CBI
camp. The Central agency had arrest-
ed him a week ago from his hideout in
neighbouring Jharkhand where he fled
soon after the March 21 carnagewhen
least 10 people were charred to death
after one section of  the ruling
Trinamool Congress workers set on fire
three  houses in Bagtui village in
Birbhum district. The houses  belonged
to the members of the rival group.

The mass murder took place hours
after a local panchayat deputy pradhan
Bhadu Sheikh was bombed to 
death.

Lalan Sheikh a close aide of Bhadu
with the members of his gang report-
edly carried out the brutal mass mur-
der while now jailed TMC block pres-
ident Anarul allegedly forcing the
police to remain away till the victims
were dead.

The Bagtui murders hit national
headlines with the High Court suo
motu ordering a CBI investigation into
the case. With politics getting highly
criminalised in Bengal over the past
several years Birbhum district has
earned the notoriety of the leader in
bomb-and-gun culture.
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Maharashtra and Karnataka
on Wednesday decided to

wait for the Supreme Court’s
verdict on the border issue and
form a committee of three
Ministers each from both States
to settle the dispute amicably.
This was announced by Union
Home Minister Amit Shah in
the  presence of Chief Ministers
Eknath Shinde and Basavaraj
Bommai after more than two
hour long meeting with them. 

“The meeting was very
cordial and both sides decided
to shun violence and protests
on the border issue. Both sides
decided to wait for the final
outcome of the ongoing case in
Supreme Court in this regard.
There will be a committee of
three Ministers each from
Karnataka and Maharashtra
to talk and settle on the border
disputes related issues,” said
Shah detailing the talks with
the both States Chief Ministers
headed delegations on disputes
in Belgam border.  He also
sought support from all parties

in Maharashtra and Karnataka
to maintain calm in the region. 

The Home Minister also
said that both States will
appoint an IPS level officer to
settle the issues bordering areas
and trade and vehicle move-
ments will never affected in
future. He also said that there
were certain “Fake Twitter han-
dles” engineered the recent
violence in the Belgam area.
“FIRs will be registered on

these fake Twitter handles for
creating tensions in the area,”
said Shah. 

Maharashtra Deputy Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis
and Karnataka Home Minister
Araga Jnanendra were also in
the meeting held at Parliament
in the evening. 

MPs from both States and
top officials  also attended the
meeting chaired by the Union
Home Minister.  
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Rahul Gandhi is likely to
contest the 2024 Lok Sabha

election again from Amethi
with which the Nehru-Gandhi
family has old ties, senior
Congress leader Ajay Rai
claimed on Wednesday.

Rai, the regional head of
the party in UP, also said that
it was his appeal to the people
of Amethi to send Rahul
Gandhi to Delhi by electing
him as an MP again with a
huge margin.

“The Gandhi-Nehru fam-
ily has old relations with
Amethi... no one can weaken it.
Rahul Gandhi will contest from
Amethi in 2024,” Rai told
reporters in Amethi on
Wednesday.

There has been no word
from the party so far on the for-
mer Congress president fight-
ing the next parliamentary
election from Amethi again.

Rahul Gandhi, who had
won the Amethi parliamentary
seat three times in a row, was
defeated by Bharatiya Janata
Party leader and Union minis-
ter Smriti Irani in the 2019 elec-
tion. He is currently repre-
senting Kerala’s Wayanad con-
stituency in the Lok Sabha.

Rahul Gandhi’s parents
Rajiv Gandhi and Sonia
Gandhi had won from Amethi
in the past.

Speaking about the ongo-
ing ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ led by
Rahul Gandhi, Rai, who had
unsuccessfully contested Lok
Sabha election from Varanasi in
2014 and in 2019, said that the
yatra was currently passing
through Rajasthan and would
enter Uttar Pradesh on January
3 or 4 next year.

But before that, the UP
Congress is taking out region-
al yatras on the lines of Bharat
Jodo Yatra at various places, he
said, adding that for this, the
state had been divided into six
regions and a president had
been appointed for each region.

On December 11, the
regional yatra started from

Prayagraj under Rai’s leader-
ship and reached Amethi on
Wednesday via Kaushambi and
Pratapgarh. In Amethi dis-
trict, the regional yatra that
passed through Lodi Baba and
Qazi Patti areas on Wednesday,
would cover a distance of 25
km, Rai said. District Congress
president Pradeep Singhal, for-
mer MLC Deepak Singh
among others were seen in
attendance.

After Amethi, the region-
al yatra will reach Sultanpur
and proceed to Jaunpur,
Mirzapur, Chandauli, Bhadohi,
Sonbhadra and finally end in
Varanasi on December 22.

Rai also said that tension
was prevailing everywhere
under the BJP government.

“Traders are running away
leaving shops. Rahulji had
called GST (goods and services
tax) Gabbar Singh tax, today he
has been proved right. There is
fear among the traders about
GST. The traders who have
been supporting the BJP since
long are being harassed,” Rai
said.

“The chief minister says
that action should be taken
against ‘thieves’... it means that
the businessmen have become
‘thieves’ today,” Rai added.
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Within days of the
Government of Kerala

disclosing through select media
houses that Governor Arif
Mohammed Khan is in the
habit of spending most of his
time touring Uttar Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Gujarat and New
Delhi, his Goa counterpart P S
Sreedharan Pillai has said
Governors should not  breach
the Lakshman Rekha.

It was revealed through
select media houses that
Governor Arif Mohammed
Khan was away on tour outside
Kerala for 223 days during the

past two years. He also spent 87
days outside the State during
the last six months. In 2022 the
Kerala Governor had toured for
142 days.

Sreedharan Pillai, former
president of Kerala BJP and a
prolific writer of books (till date
he has published 182 books) is
known for his distinct stand on

many issues and candid views.
While addressing a book exhi-
bition held at Kochi in his hon-
our Sreedharan Pillai said that
he too was busy touring as a
Governor. “I used the last 15
months to travel across villages
in Goa and had toured 461 vil-
lages in the State,” said
Governor Pillai.

Though he did not men-
tion anybody by name, his
inuendoes were targeted
against his Kerala counterpart,
according to senior BJP leaders
and other sangh Parivar ele-
ments. “Though there are no
restrictions on the number of
days a Governor could travel,
I myself feel that the Lakshman
Rekha was being violated. This
is not a good precedence,” said
Pillai while addressing dele-
gates of the Mahatma Gandhi
Peace Foundation at Kollam.
Governor Pillai’s statement is
seen as a hint from the Sangh
Parivar in the State that all was
not well between it and the
Governor.

During his previous tour to
Kerala (in November 2022),
Governor Pillai had said that

there was no issues between the
Kerala Governor and Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan. All
these issues could be resolved
by the Governor himself by
inviting the Chief Minister for
a cup of coffee,” he had said
then.

In a brief interaction with
the media, Pillai said he was
referring to certain comments
made by K Muraleedharan MP
that Governors do not have any
work to do other than creating
chaos and confusion in the
State. But why should the Goa
Governor join issue with a
Congress MP from the State
was not explained by the for-
mer. Sources in RSS Kerala unit
said they do not want to viti-
ate the atmosphere by inter-
vening in this issue.
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The Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR)

in collaboration with the
National Institute of Virology,
Pune, has developed IgM and
IgG ELISA primary diagnostic
tools for Nipah virus (NiV)
screening. The NiV is a zoonot-
ic paramyxovirus that causes
fatal encephalitis in humans.

E n z y m e - L i n k e d
Immunosorbent Assay (ELISA)
is a safe, sensitive, specific, and
affordable diagnostic tool that
can be used during the screen-
ing of large-scale epidemio-

logical investigations. The
development and evaluation of
IgM and IgG ELISA for screen-
ing serum samples of NiV in
suspected cases would also
help in planning public health
interventions, a team of ICMR
scientists have found in a study.

An IgM capture (MAC)
ELISA and an indirect IgG
ELISA were developed using
NiV antigen to detect IgM and
IgG antibodies against NiV in
human sera. The sensitivity,
specificity, and cross-reactivi-
ty of the assays were evaluated
using NiV IgM, IgG positive,
negative human sera and
measles, mumps, rubella,

CrimeanCongo hemorrhagic
fever, Kyasanur forest disease
IgM, IgG positive sera, respec-
tively, the study noted.

The scientists have also
claimed that the developed
anti-NiV IgM and IgG ELISAs
have shown a specificity of
99.28 per cent and sensitivity of
100 per cent compared to ref-
erence tests from the Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention, USA. Assays
demonstrated a negative pre-
dictive value of 100% and pos-
itive predictive value of 90 and
93.94% for anti-Nipah IgM
ELISA and IgG ELISA  with a
test accuracy of 99.33 per cent.
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Hitting out at the Bharatiya Janata Party
Government, national president of

Samajwadi Party and former chief minister
Akhilesh Yadav said that the crushing of sug-
arcane had started in the new season but till now
the government had not announced the state
advisory price (SAP) for sugarcane.

“Injustice, inflation and corruption in the
BJP government have made it difficult for the
people to survive. The farmers are facing the heat
as they are forced to commit suicide because they
are not able to clear the loans they had taken
from private money lenders. 

The policies of the BJP government are anti-
farmer and in favour of capitalists and big busi-
ness houses,” Yadav said in a statement issued
here on Wednesday.

He said that the crushing of sugarcane had
started in the new season but the BJP govern-
ment was yet to declare the SAP. Besides, he said,
the farmers had not been paid their arrears for
the last season as well.
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Bahujan Samaj Party supremo Mayawati on
Wednesday attacked the Government over

the goods and services (GST) raids on traders.
Targeting the government over the raids,

Mayawati blamed the wrong policies and work-
ing style of the government for it.

“The business class is suffering today. Fed
up with the raids in the GST survey, they have
been forced to protest by closing the market. The
government should take immediate steps for
redressal. The business class has been forced to
agitate due to grief,” Mayawati tweeted on
Wednesday.

Mayawati further tweeted that people were
suffering a lot in this difficult time of poverty
and unemployment. “Purchasing power has
decreased significantly. Yet the poor working
class is forced to pay an expensive rate of GST
on items of daily use,” she claimed.

Earlier, Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh
Yadav also attacked the Government over the
GST raids. 
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real capability of the leader. This not only
has effects on the mind-sets of the peo-
ple who get crushed in this game of pol-
itics but also degrades the importance of
the election process. Besides giving sub-
sidies at the time of elections is like mak-
ing charity at the cost of harming the
economy and bribing the electorate.
After all it is the public money that is
being given away as freebies. In fant there
should be a law to prevent political par-
ties from coming up with such freebies
which are neither good for the economy
nor for the democracy.

Prachi Bagoriya | Ujjain
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Sir — Tree translocation is a process in
which the entire tree is uprooted rather
than cut and replanted in a new loca-
tion where it can grow. Entire tree
translocation shifting is necessary for
large/old trees that are ecologically sig-
nificant and stand at least 8 feet tall.
Instead of felling trees during con-
struction, road widening, and electrical
work, a tree translocation policy
should be implemented across the
country. Every state in the country
should have an ETT (entire tree
translocation) committee. It should

account for both large commercial pro-
jects and individual residents. The ETT
system allows for the relocation of
large/old trees that are ecologically sig-
nificant and are at least 8 feet tall.

Trials already showed an over 80%
survival rate will be there after shifting
of trees in the country.According to
experts, shifting trees is critical for
human survival.Just as human blood can-
not be produced anywhere other than the
human body, the level of oxygen in the
air can only be maintained if large trees
surround us. As a result, shifting trees
rather than felling them is beneficial to
our health and survival. A sapling takes
at least two and up to ten years after plant-
ing to produce a significant amount of
oxygen. As a result, saving old trees is the
best option. Depending on the size of the
tree, the number of trees to be shifted, and
the distance between the uprooting and
translocation sites, the cost of shifting
trees can range between five to fifty thou-
sand rupees.The ecological value of the
tree will always be much more than the
shifting cost.

Vijaykumar HK | Raichur

�����������������
Sir — This is not the first time that the
area in Arunachal Pradesh has seen a
face-off between the Indian and Chinese
troops. Since the boundary is undefined,
Indian and Chinese troops often face off
while patrolling the area. In October
2021, a similar incident had taken place
when some Chinese soldiers of a large
patrol team were detained for a few hours
by the Indian Army as they engaged in
a minor face-off near Yangtse.In the last
few years, the Army has significantly
upgraded firepower and infrastructure
along the LAC in the Tawang sector and
a similar effort is under way in the rest
of Arunachal Pradesh (RALP). This
includes road infrastructure, bridges,
tunnels, habitat and other storage facil-
ities, aviation facilities and upgradation
of communications and surveillance,
especially in the Upper Dibang Valley
region. After Galwan, Yangtse is now
Tawang. A few soldiers sustained injuries
during the skirmish and are said to be
recuperating at a hospital in Guwahati.
The infiltration move by the Chinese
army is foiled every time and we are ready
for a face off as we have a strong force of
army personnels posted to prevent 
such infiltration in the future as well. It
was a resounding reply to the back stab-
bing Chinese forces. A year after Galwan
clash, China beefing up positions along
LAC

CK Subramaniam | Mumbai
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Sir — The continuity of freebies is a major
drawback  as parties keep on coming up
with lucrative offers to lure more votes
and thus minimize the risk of losing in
the elections. This affects some immature
voters as they are blinded by such offers
and are unable to judge the prospective
leader. Over the years political parties
have been promoting the freebie culture
in the name of welfare schemes. These
election goodies have taken center stage
in the election process and some voters
make biased decisions based on the
greater benefits offered rather than the
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SOUNDBITE

icalism or norms and senti-
ments like Islamisation and
pan-Islamism. Unlike many
other religions they cannot
question the revelations made
in the holy Quran even
though these are wrongly
interpreted. Consequently
Islamic extremism and terror-
ism have become a world
problem. No alternative has
come up so far which could
rid the Islamic world of its ills
and enable it on its own to
live, adjust and co-exist with
the rest of the world.    

During thirties of last
century Mustapha Kemal
popularly known as Ataturk,
father of Turkish nation,
appeared to have found a way
out. His liberal and progres-
sive interpretation of Islam
had opened doors for Turkey
to become a full-fledged
member of comity of
European nations. His views
and actions were acclaimed
but these did not last long.
Now for over three decades
Turkey has been going back.
Later during the present cen-
tury hopes were rekindled by
democratic elections in
Tunisia during 2011 followed
by elections in some other
Muslim countries. The devel-
opment was termed as ̀ Arab
Spring` but It too failed to
bring about renaissance. It
only indicated that Islamic

world is not yet ready or pre-
pared for a change on pro-
gressive or liberal lines based
on true meaning of Islam.
Sufis being far less in number
have not been able to influ-
ence much of the rest of 
the population with their lib-
eral outlook. Of late some
Muslim countries have start-
ed to adopt liberal attitudes
particularly towards social
and cultural issues on their
own.

There has been a growing
realisation that apart from
actions against terrorism at
governmental level, civil soci-
ety too has to play a vital role
in elimination of scourges like
terrorism. Hope was created
when a dialogue was held in
New Delhi late last month
between Indonesian and
Indian delegations of Ulema
and leaders of other faiths in
which it was made clear that
Ulemas have a vital role to
play to counter radicalisation
and extremism by propagat-
ing progressive ideas and
thought. In his opening
speech at the dialogue,
National Security Advisor
Ajit Doval said that we should
focus on the real message of
our religions which call for
humanism,peace and under-
standing. He observed that
fissures appeared among the
Caliphs after the death of the

Prophet on the question of
legitimate heir with each fac-
tion attempting to out do
each other by exposing a
more radical interpretation of
Hadis. It is here that the
Ulemas have a leading role to
play in educating the people
about the original tolerant
and moderate principles of
Islam, he said. He pointed out
that holy Quran itself teach-
es that killing one person is
like killing all humanity and
saving one is akin to saving
humanity and said that Islam
ordains `Jihad Afzal` that is
Jihad against ones` senses and
ego. Mohammed Mahfud
Coordinating Minister for
political, legal and security
affairs of Indonesia in his
keynote address at the event
said that such discussions
give us the opportunity to
learn from each other. Many
a time we witness people
who use their religion as a
doctrine of absolute truth
and readily blame others. We
have to go out of this and
improve. Religion, he added,
should be a source of peace
not the reason for discord,
conflict or violence. It should
be a unifying tool not a divi-
sive instrument, he remarked.

(The writer is a journal-
ist, former IIS officer and

producer. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Terrorism still contin-
ues to be one of the
most serious chal-
lenges confronting
the mankind. India

has been hit hard the most, par-
ticularly by cross border terror-
ism. It has already declared zero
tolerance against it and vowed to
eliminate it. During the last
over five years India has made
persistent efforts in the United
Nations and outside of it to
ensure united action against the
scourge. The efforts have start-
ed to yield results. Counter ter-
rorism committee of the United
Nation Security Council in its
special meeting held in India on
28th and 29th of October unan-
imously urged all member states
of UN to ensure zero tolerance
against terrorist activities and
vowed to deal with menace
more vigorously. In its declara-
tion the Committee reaffirmed
that terrorism in all its forms
constituted one of the most
serious threats to international
peace and security. It also urged
all member states to deny access
to terrorists to safe havens and
bring to justice all persons sup-
porting or planning terrorist
attacks. The special meeting
declared that terror financing is
an important aspect of combat-
ing terrorism and it should be
effectively curbed.

Apart from Naxalite and
similar forms of terrorism which
arise mostly from economic
causes, terrorism confronting
the whole world springs mostly
from radicalisation and extrem-
ism attributed to Islamic ideolo-
gies.` Ulemas` could be catalysts
in changing the radicalised
mindset of those involved in
fomenting terrorism through
wrong interpretation of ideolo-
gy. In my latest article on the
topic titled “ISLAMIC RADI-
CALISATION AND SUFI
ISLAM” published on 8.102016,
this writer observed that many
Muslims, both young and old,
rue the present state of affairs,
particularly religious radical-
ism and fundamentalism. Their
anguish is natural and under-
standable except that Muslims in
general, barring some excep-
tions, do not come out or speak
openly against ideological rad-
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POINTCOUNTERPOINT

What next, now that
the voters in Guja-
rat and Himachal

Pradesh have given their ver-
dicts? Each of the main par-
ties got some gains but also
suffered some losses. The
immediate challenge before
them and the Opposition is to
set right things before the
final 2024 polls.

The BJP won a spectacu-
lar victory in Gujarat and is
the only party other than the
Communist Party of India
(Marxist) to have won seven
straight Assembly elections in
Gujarat. The CPI(M) ruled
West Bengal from 1977 to
2011. Being Narendra Modi's
home state and a BJP bastion,
Gujarat has held particular
importance since Modi took
over in 2014 as Prime Minis-
ter of the country. Stakes

were high as losing Gujarat
would have been a loss of face
for Modi, but the record win
has added to his prestige.

Modi's main challenge
now would be defeating the
regional satraps. Congress
has proved it will not disap-
pear as the Prime Minister
predicted a Congress-Mukt
Bharat and the AAP has
expanded. With these, the
Opposition got some moral
boost to face the upcoming
Assembly polls in 2023 and
the next Lok Sabha polls in
2024.

The BJP got a drubbing in
Himachal and Delhi Munici-
pal Corporation elections.
For the party, Himachal's
loss was disappointing, as
the Prime Minister himself
campaigned heavily. Undoub-
tedly, its calculations went

awry, but the BJP is a party
not bogged down by defeats.
Even panchayat elections are
as important as a Parliament
poll!

BJP president JP Nadda
already called a meeting of all
national- and state-level office
bearers in Delhi on Decem-
ber 5 and 6. He discussed
preparations for the 2024
Lok Sabha and 2023 assem-
bly elections. The BJP is eying
350 plus seats in 2024 to
improve its 2019 tally. The
party's strength is due to its
immense resources, well-knit
workforce, and committed
cadre. The RSS and the rest of
the Sangh Parivar also work
for the party to mobilize
votes.

Congress is quite enthu-
sed at the unexpected bonan-
za in Himachal, although it

has been wiped out in Gujarat
and Delhi. It had no concert-
ed policy or strategic designs
to win. Each candidate fought
for themselves, with the
Gandhis avoiding the cam-
paign. Priyanka Gandhi, in
charge of Himachal, did the
bare minimum. Rahul
Gandhi briefly campaigned in
Gujarat and completely
skipped Himachal. Sonia
Gandhi did not campaign at
all due to her ill health. It was
their answer to the family's
detractors for demanding a
non-Gandhi party president.

Himachal's win has given
some morale boost to the
Congress workers demoral-
ized by the successive defeats
in 2014 and 2019. If it is
defeated again in 2024, the
party will be out of power for
15 years.

Thirdly, Congress must
keep the remaining flock
together though many senior
leaders have already quit and
joined other parties. Projec-
ting the younger leaders and
retaining the seniors should
be its goal. Also, there is a
need to develop second-rung
leadership.

Congress must also build
a new narrative, as it did in
2004 and coined the AAM
ADMI slogan. People want to
know what the party will do
in the future rather than
what it has done in THE
PAST. The Bharat Jodo Yatra
of Rahul Gandhi might help,
but the momentum needs to
be maintained until 2024.

Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal got a boost
after winning five seats in
Gujarat and getting the

national party tag. AAP is the
only party ruling two states –
Delhi and Punjab. Kejriwal
wants to emerge as a chal-
lenger to Modi in the 2024
polls.

The AAP also wrested the
prestigious Municipal Corpo-
ration of Delhi from the BJP.
The by-election results should
cheer up the Opposition. The
ruling BJP in UP lost to
Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD) but
wrested the Rampur Sadar
seat. The Samajwadi Party
retained the Mainpuri Lok
Sabha seat. The BJP wrested
the Kurhani constituency in
Bihar from the Nitish Kumar-
led alliance. The Congress
had retained its two assembly
seats in Chhattisgarh and
Rajasthan.

These give a positive mes-
sage that the Opposition must

not give up. At least half a
dozen powerful regional
satraps firmly hold on to
their voters. They want to
keep the choice of the Prime
Ministerial candidate open. It
includes West Bengal (Mam-
ata Banerjee), Telangana (K.
Chandrashekhar Rao), Tamil
Nadu (MK Stalin), Bihar
(Nitish Kumar), and Delhi
(Arvind Kejriwal).

The secret of Modi's suc-
cess is the divided Opposi-
tion. Bringing all the anti-BJP
parties on one platform
would go a long way. There
are still 18 months to re-
strategise and re-assess the
electoral plans. It is up to
Congress and the Opposition
to prepare for that final bat-
tle in 2024 with the present
advantage. The BJP, in any
case, is poll ready.
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(The author is a senior
journalist)
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When was the last time we
used a public toilet while
visiting a new city or
tourist destination? It is
often seen that people

avoid using public toilets, because in most
cases, these toilets are not completely clean
and one is wary of unhygienic conditions.
But one needs to give this a serious
thought as to why public toilets do not
seem usable despite regular cleaning.
The sanitation workers ensure that they
maintain the hygiene of these public toi-
lets.

The Ministry of Housing and Urban
Affairs (MoHUA) launched the Toilets 2.0
campaign on November 19, on the occa-
sion of World Toilet Day. Groundwater is
the most abundant source of freshwater.
It supports drinking water supplies, san-
itation systems, farming, industry and
ecosystems. Groundwater is vital for
human survival. The World Toilet Day
2022 was observed with a global campaign
‘Making the invisible visible’; which pri-
marily focused on the significance of
groundwater conservation alongside
cleanliness. This campaign explored how
inadequate sanitation systems spread
human waste into rivers, lakes and soil,
polluting underground water resources.
The central message of this day is that safe-
ly managed sanitation protects groundwa-
ter from human waste pollution.

Keeping in line with the World Toilet
Day’s focus for this year “the impact of the
sanitation crisis on groundwater”, MoHUA
organised a workshop that emphasised on
used water management for less than one
lakh population in an area of priority. It
has been envisaged that 100 per cent of
the urban bodies will be open defecation
free and 50 per cent of urban bodies will
reuse treated water. The workshop con-
cluded with a definite roadmap to accel-
erate the implementation of used water
management.

Citizen participation is essential in
keeping public toilets clean. Keeping
public toilets clean is a habit that must be
inculcated through collective effort. A Jan
Andolan is required for sustenance. In
India, most public toilets are used by a
large number of people, making regular
hygiene compliance a persistent problem.
To ensure hygiene in public toilets and
reduce the risk of cross-contamination, we
need to encourage people to change their
behaviour. We need to make people
aware of the current sanitation situation
in India and educate them on how they
can help improve the situation with a few
simple steps.

If we go into detail, citizens can con-
tribute in two ways: first, as locals, one can
individually follow these simple steps, such
as flushing the toilet after using it, clean-
ing the toilet seat before leaving, closing
the toilet lid before flushing to keep germs
out, not wetting the floors, not flushing
anything other than toilet paper down the
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(The author is a
community activist)

toilet, and most importantly, prop-
erly disposing of sanitary waste as
well.

If you as an individual follow
these simple steps, the condition of
public toilets will surely improve
significantly. Secondly, citizens
can work with social workers,
volunteer organisations, and RWAs
to raise public awareness about
cleanliness in public restrooms.
Collective effort of local bodies and
citizens can surely churn out a
good result. We need to instil a
sense of responsibility in our-
selves and encourage our fellow
citizens to do the same. We need
to ensure that it is our duty to leave
a public restroom clean after use,
and it is a gesture of respect to the
person awaiting his/her turn.

Pink Toilets: They are more
than just a shade of the paint.
These toilets exclusively for women
are more than just privacy. These
toilets have sanitary pad vending
machines that dispense pads at a
subsidised rate of Rs 5 per pad and
even for free in some cases.
Additionally, the toilets are
equipped with a breastfeeding
room, changing room, and have
disabled-friendly toilet seats and
incinerators to dispose of sanitary
napkins to prevent pollution.

So, all-in-all pink toilets aim to
provide all-inclusive facilities for
women’s sanitation practices.
India’s first-ever pink toilet was
made in the national capital. It was
then installed in many states. In
2019, under the Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan, an air-conditioned pink
toilet was inaugurated in Aligarh
for women on International

Women’s Day.
Suvidha toilets: Mumbai’s

unique was an initiative which
started with Public Private
Partnership. Suvidha toilets in
Mumbai have come up as a unique
example, where public toilets are
being used and maintained by the
community only with their coop-
eration. Apart from toilets, people
have an access to laundry, bath-
room, and drinking water services
by paying a nominal fee. Facility
for washing hands and feet is
available. Not just this, these toi-
lets offer facilities of sanitary nap-
kins, panic buttons, CCTV cam-
eras, etc., This is also a source of
employment for the women of the
community. Karnataka’s Stree ini-
tiative: Karnataka’s ‘Stree’ initiative
has been highly appreciated. The
Karnataka Transport Corporation
has converted its scrapped buses
into toilets equipped with facilities.
These toilets make the long bus
rides easier for women. The bus-
turned-toilets are equipped with
three Indian toilets and two west-
ern toilets, an incinerator and a
sanitary pad vending machine, a
baby changing facility, a wash
basin, solar sensor lights with
self-generated solar power, etc.

Sewage connections are also
laid at the bus stop and notebooks
are kept for user feedback.

The Toilets 2.0 campaign
launched by MoHUA focuses on
sustainable models of toilet use and
functioning in India. It includes the
cleaning and maintenance of pub-
lic/community toilets by locals
through five themes-1) People
For Toilets 2) Partners for toilets,

3) Design challenge, 4) Rate your
toilets, 5) Our thoughts.

Under ‘People for Toilets’,
Urban Local Bodies are taking
action to improve public toilets and
community restrooms with public
support. For the ‘Partners for
Toilets’, potential partners will be
motivated to adopt public and
community toilets to improve
their operation by providing one-
time financial support and main-
tenance.

The ‘Rate Your Toilets’ theme
will ask users to give their feedback
on specific type of public toilets
where sanitary conditions have
been improved. Under the theme
‘My Thoughts’, citizens are being
asked to share their opinions
about the public toilets in their
cities via a survey on MyGov.in.
This feedback will then be for-
warded to the cities’ local author-
ities so that they can take appro-
priate measures to remedy the defi-
ciencies within a certain period of
time based on the user feedback.

The rich heritage of sanitation
that has been created since the
inception of Swachh Bharat
Mission, encompass accessibility,
safety, dignity, aspirational, and
inclusivity. The collective experi-
ence, learning sense of responsibil-
ity, ownership and pride drawing
from the extraordinary legacy is
always reflected through Jan
Andolan. Toilet 2.0 will lay the
foundation for the toilets of tomor-
row, a gateway to clean, hygienic
public/community toilets with
state-of-the-art features, designed
keeping in mind the aspirations of
the community and its citizens.
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Ukrainian authorities said they
thwarted a Russian attack on
Kyiv and the surrounding

region Wednesday as their air defense
system intercepted and destroyed 13
explosive-laden drones, although
wreckage from some of them dam-
aged five buildings. No casualties were
reported.

The attempted strikes underlined
how vulnerable Ukraine's capital
remains to the regular Russian attacks
that have devastated infrastructure
and population centres in recent
weeks, mostly in the country's east
and south. 

But they also highlighted
Ukraine's claims of increasing effi-
ciency in intercepting weapons —
something that Patriot missiles from
the U.S. May soon help boost.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy, in a brief video statement,
said the “terrorists” fired 13 Iranian-
made drones, and all were intercept-
ed. 

Such drones have been part of the
firepower, along with rockets, mis-
siles, shelling mortars and artillery, as
Russia targets power stations, water
facilities and other public utility
sites.

The snow-covered capital
remained largely calm after the

attack, which occurred around day-
break. As the working day began,
authorities sounded the all-clear.

The head of the Kyiv city admin-
istration, Serhii Popko, wrote on
Telegram that the attempted strikes
came in two waves. 

Wreckage from the intercepted
drones damaged an administrative
building and four residential build-
ings, he said.

A blast left the three-story tax
office building in the central
Shevchenkyvskyi district with a gap-
ing hole in the roof and blew out win-
dows in parked cars and in a neigh-
bouring building.

Clean-up crews were on site
quickly to shovel away the rubble and
roll out plastic sheeting to cover the
blown-out windows in freezing tem-
peratures. 

One man, unfazed, pushed his
son on a swing set on a nearby play-
ground as the crews did their work.

Anton Rudikov's family was
sleeping when they heard the sounds
of an explosion nearby and smashing
windows. 

“The children were frightened;
the windows flew out," said Rudikov,
who has daughters ages 13 and 18.
"What else can I say?

Local residents told Associated
Press reporters they saw fragments
from a drone which contained the

words “For Ryazan.” 
The Kremlin claims Ukraine

was responsible for an attack last week
on a military base in the Ryazan
region of western Russia.

Ukrainian authorities have trum-
peted their ability to down Russian
weapons. But strikes in some areas
continue to cause deaths and havoc,
particularly in areas close to the front

lines in the east and south. 
In the southern city of Odesa,

drone strikes temporarily shut off the
power last week. Kyiv has suffered
comparatively little damage.

During a previous round of
Russian volleys on Dec. 5, more than
60 of 70 strikes were intercepted by
air defense systems, including nine
out of 10 targeting the capital and the
surrounding region, Ukrainian offi-
cials have said.

U.S. Officials said Tuesday the
United States was poised to approve
sending a Patriot missile battery to
Ukraine, agreeing to an urgent
request from Ukrainian leaders des-
perate for more robust weapons to
shoot down incoming Russian mis-
siles.

Zelenskyy pressed Western lead-
ers as recently as Monday to provide
more advanced weapons to help his
country in its war with Russia. 

The Patriot would be the most
advanced surface-to-air missile sys-
tem the West has provided to Ukraine
to help repel Russian aerial attacks
since Russia invaded on Feb. 24.

U.S. Officials also said last week
that Moscow has looked to Iran to
resupply the Russian military with
drones and surface-to-surface mis-
siles.

The damage caused by Russian
strikes has interrupted electricity,
heating and water supplies to many
Ukrainians as winter sets in. 

The U.N. Migration agency said
that more than 5 million people who
were displaced within or outside

Ukraine since the Russian invasion
started have returned home. 

The International Organisation
for Migration said a Nov. 25-Dec. 5
phone survey of 2,002 respondents in
Ukraine also found that only 7% were
considering leaving their current
locations.

The head of Zelenskyy's office,
Andriy Yermak, said Wednesday
that 64 Ukrainian soldiers and a U.S.
National living in Ukraine were
released in the latest prisoner swap
between Kyiv and Moscow. 

In a Telegram post, he identified
the "U.S. Citizen who helped our peo-
ple” as Suedi Murekezi.

Separately, the International
Atomic Energy Agency said that it has
agreed with Ukraine to “establish a
continuous presence of nuclear safe-
ty and security experts” at all of the
country's nuclear power plants as part
of efforts to prevent a nuclear accident
during the conflict.

The U.N. Nuclear watchdog
already has deployed a permanent
expert mission to the Russian-held
Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant. 

The plant, Europe's biggest
nuclear power station, has faced
repeated shelling and is the biggest
cause of concern. 

There are three other plants in
Ukrainian-held territory, as well as the
decommissioned Chernobyl plant.
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Pope Francis on Wednesday
called for a “humble”

Christmas this year, with savings
from reduced spending on gifts
donated to help the “suffering
people of Ukraine.”

Francis called for “concrete
gestures” of charity for
Ukrainians this holiday season
during his weekly general audi-
ence.

“It's nice to celebrate Christ-
mas and have parties, but let's
lower the level of Christmas
spending a bit,” he said.

“Let's make a more humble
Christmas, with more humble
gifts, and let's send what we save
to the people of Ukraine who
need it.”

Francis has spoken out fre-
quently about the “martyred”
people of Ukraine ever since
Russia invaded on February 24.

The Vatican has organised
humanitarian deliveries over
recent months, including a
clothing drive this month to
bring thermal wear to
Ukrainians suffering the winter
cold with reduced heating and
electricity.

“They are hungry, they are
cold, so many die for lack of doc-
tors and nurses,” Francis said.
“Let's not forget them.

Christmas yes, in peace and with
the Lord, yes. But with
Ukrainians in the heart.”

Francis recently sparked a
new diplomatic row with
Moscow when he blamed most
of the “cruelty” in Russia's war
on Chechen and other minori-
ty fighters, who he said were not
of “the Russian tradition.”

Russia's ambassador to the
Holy See lodged a formal protest
with the Holy See after the
remarks, and Russian officials

said this week the Vatican had-
n't yet apologised.

In another Christmas ges-
ture, the Vatican said this week
that Francis had sent letters to
heads of state around the globe
asking them to undertake a
“gesture of clemency” for eligi-
ble prisoners.

Francis reasoned that doing
so could show “an opening to
the grace of the Lord in a time
marked by tensions, injustices
and conflicts.
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Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy on Wednesday urged New

Zealand to take a leading role in focusing
on the environmental destruction his coun-
try is suffering as a result of Russia's inva-
sion.

Zelenskyy delivered his message via
video link to lawmakers who packed the
debating chamber at 8 a.M. He became just
the second foreign leader to address New
Zealand's parliament, after Australia's Julia
Gillard did so in 2011.

Zelenskyy said it was possible to rebuild
a nation's economy and infrastructure,
even though it may take many years.

“But you can't rebuild destroyed nature,
just as you can't restore destroyed lives,” he
said. Zelenskyy is pushing for a 10-point

peace plan that, as well as environmental
protection, including items such as nuclear
safety and justice. He has been asking var-
ious countries to take a lead on different
points.

He said some of the environmental
effects of the war included poisoned ground-
water, ravaged forests, flooded coal mines
and huge areas of Ukraine that remain con-

taminated from unexploded mines.
Zelenskyy thanked New Zealand for

their contributions to Ukraine's war effort
so far and offered a message of hope.

“Various dictators and aggressors, they
always fail to realize the strength of the free
world's governments," he said.

New Zealand announced it was pro-
viding another 3 million New Zealand dol-
lars ($2 million) in humanitarian aid
through the International Committee of the
Red Cross, adding to the NZ$8 million it had
already provided.

New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda
Ardern told Zelenskyy her country's support
for Ukraine wasn't determined by geogra-
phy or diplomatic ties.

“Our judgment was a simple one,” she
said. “We asked ourselves the question, What
if it was us?'”
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The US is poised to approve
sending a Patriot missile

battery to Ukraine, finally
agreeing to an urgent request
from Ukrainian leaders des-
perate for more robust weapons
to shoot down incoming
Russian missiles, U.S. officials
said Tuesday.

The approval is likely to
come later this week and could
be announced as early as
Thursday, said three officials,
who spoke on condition of
anonymity because the decision
is not final and has not been
made public. Two of the officials
said the Patriot will come from
Pentagon stocks and be moved
from another country overseas.

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy pressed
Western leaders as recently as
Monday to provide more
advanced weapons to help his
country in its war with Russia.
The Patriot would be the most
advanced surface-to-air missile
system the West has provided to
Ukraine to help repel Russian
aerial attacks.

During a video conference
on Monday, Zelenskyy told host
Germany and other leaders of
the Group of Seven industrial
powers that his country needed
long-range missiles, modern
tanks, artillery, missile batteries
and other high-tech air defense
systems to counter Russian
attacks that have knocked out
electricity and water supplies for
millions of Ukrainians.

He acknowledged that,
“Unfortunately, Russia still has
an advantage in artillery and
missiles.” And he said protecting
Ukraine’s energy facilities from
Russian missiles and Iranian
drones “will be the protection of
the whole of Europe, since with
these strikes Russia is provoking
a humanitarian and migration
catastrophe not only for
Ukraine, but also for the entire
EU.” White House and Pentagon
leaders have said consistently
that providing Ukraine with
additional air defenses is a pri-
ority, and Patriot missiles have
been under consideration for
some time. Officials said that as
the winter closed in and the
Russian bombardment of civil-

ian infrastructure escalated, that
consideration took on increased
priority. Pentagon and State
Department officials at briefin-
gs on Tuesday would not con-
firm the plan to provide Patriots
to Ukraine, repeatedly saying
they had nothing to announce.

U.S. officials had balked at
providing the weapons to
Ukraine because they could be
considered a escalation that
would trigger a response from
Moscow. The Patriot also
requires significant training and
there were concerns that U.S.
troops would have been required
to operate it. Biden has flatly
rejected sending any U.S. com-
bat troops to Ukraine.

Asked about training, Brig.
Gen. Patrick Ryder, the
Pentagon press secretary, said
that in general the U.S. takes
those needs into consideration
when providing complicated
weapons systems to Ukraine,
such as the High Mobility
Artillery Rocket Systems, known
as HIMARS. Currently U.S.
forces are training Ukrainian
troops on a number of systems,
including the HIMARS, in other

European countries, such as
Germany.

The administration's poten-
tial approval of a Patriot battery
was first reported by CNN.

According to officials, the
U.S. plan would be to send one
Patriot battery. A truck-mounter
Patriot battery includes up to
eight launchers, each of which
can hold four missiles.

The entire system, which
includes a phased array radar, a
control station, computers and
generators, typically requires
about 90 soldiers to operate and
maintain, however only three
soldiers are needed to actually
fire it, according to the Army.

Patriot missile systems and
other similar sophisticated sur-
face-to-air weapons are in major
demand among U.S. allies,
including eastern European
nations worried that they could
be Russia's next targets. The U.S.
has a limited number of the sys-
tems, and has deployed them
across the the Middle East and
Europe in recent years to help
allies protect against the threat
of incoming ballistic missiles
from countries such as Iran.
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Asuspected officer with
Russia’s Federal Security

Service was among seven peo-
ple charged by U.S. prosecutors
Tuesday with smuggling sensi-
tive electronic components to
help Russia's military effort.

Prosecutors claimed the
seven worked with two
Moscow-based companies con-
trolled by Russian intelligence
services to acquire electronic
components in the U.S. that have
civilian uses, but can also be used
to help make nuclear and hyper-
sonic weapons and in quantum
computing. The exporting of the
technology involved is heavily
regulated and occurred in vio-
lation of U.S. sanctions, accord-
ing to a 16-count indictment
unsealed Monday in Brooklyn.

Five Russian nationals were
charged, including Vadim
Konoshchenok, a suspected offi-
cer with Russia’s Federal Security

Service, or FSB. He was arrest-
ed in Estonia last week and will
undergo extradition proceedings
to the United States, U.S. author-
ities said.

“The Department of Justice
and our international partners
will not tolerate criminal
schemes to bolster the Russian
military’s war efforts,” Attorney
General Merrick B. Garland
said in a statement announcing
the charges.

About 375 pounds of
ammunition originating from
the United States was found by
Estonian authorities in a ware-
house used by Konoshchenok,
according to federal prosecutors.

The four other Russian
nationals remain at large. Also
arrested and charged were
Alexey Brayman, a lawful U.S.
resident living in Merrimack,
New Hampshire, and Vadim
Yermolenko, a U.S. citizen living
in Upper Saddle River, New
Jersey.
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Israel's military chief of staff
strongly suggested on

Wednesday that Israel was
behind a strike on a truck con-
voy in Syria last month, giving
a rare glimpse of Israel's shad-
ow war against Iran and its
proxies across the region.

Lt. Gen. Aviv Kochavi said
Israeli military and intelligence
capabilities made it possible to
strike specific targets that pose
a threat. Without those capa-
bilities, he said, a recent strike
would not have been possible.

"We could have not known
a few weeks ago about the
Syrian convoy passing from
Iraq to Syria. We could have not
known what was in it, and we
could have not known that out
of 25 trucks, that was the truck.
Truck No. 8 is the truck with the
weapons," Kochavi told a con-
ference at a university north of
Tel Aviv.

He said such missions are
often complicated by heavy
anti-aircraft fire. “They need to
attack. They need to strike.
They need to return,” he said,
adding: “They need to make
sure in some of the attacks that
they don't kill whoever should-

n't be killed.”
Israeli leaders have in the

past acknowledged striking
hundreds of targets in Syria and
elsewhere in what it says is a
campaign to thwart Iranian
attempts to smuggle weapons to
proxies like Lebanon's
Hezbollah militant group or to
destroy weapons caches. But
such a specific reference to a
particular strike is rare. As a pol-
icy, the military does not com-
ment on suspected Israeli strikes
beyond its borders or outside of
the Gaza Strip.

The November strike
Kochavi referred to hit tanker
trucks carrying fuel and other
trucks carrying weapons for
the militias in Syria's eastern
province of Deir el-Zour,
according to the Britain-based
Syrian Observatory for Human

Rights, an opposition war mon-
itor. It added that at least 14 peo-
ple, most of them militiamen,
were killed in the strike.

The strike, along the border
with Iraq, targeted Iran-backed
militiamen, Syrian opposition
activists said at the time. Some
of those killed in the attack were
Iranian nationals, according to
two paramilitary officers in
Iraq.

At the time, Israel declined
to comment on the strike.

Kochavi said Israel's actions
in the region had “totally dis-
rupted” Iran's desire to entrench
itself militarily along Israel's
border. He said they've pre-
vented Iran from placing hun-
dreds of surface-to-surface and
surface-to-air missiles in Syria
and Lebanon as well as tens of
thousands of militiamen in the
area, as well as the creation of a
Syrian arm of Hezbollah.

Iran is a main backer of
Syrian President Bashar Assad
and has sent thousands of Iran-
backed fighters to help Syrian
troops during the country's 11-
year civil war. Both Iran and
Assad's government are also
allied with Hezbollah, which has
fought alongside Assad's forces
in the war.
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China said Wednesday it would stop
reporting asymptomatic COVID-

19 cases since they've become “impossi-
ble” to track with mass testing no longer
required, another step in the country's
uncertain exit from some of the world's
strictest antivirus policies.

China last week announced its most
significant easing yet of antivirus mea-
sures and has begun to see what appears
to be a rapid increase in new infections,
raising concerns that its health system
could become overwhelmed as those in
other countries did during early COVID
waves.

So far, though, many of those newly
sick are staying home and there has been
little evidence of a surge in patient num-

bers. But it's difficult to get a clear pic-
ture of the virus's spread, and the new
reporting rules could make that even
harder. Some hospitals have reportedly
struggled to remain staffed because of ris-
ing infections among their employees.

A notice on the National Health
Commission's website on Wednesday
said it stopped publishing daily figures on
COVID-19 cases where no symptoms are

detected since it was “impossible to accu-
rately grasp the actual number of asymp-
tomatic infected persons,” which have
generally accounted for the vast major-
ity of new infections.

The only numbers they're reporting
are confirmed cases detected in public
testing facilities where symptoms are dis-
played. Many people also test at home —
and any positive results there would also
not be captured.

China's government-supplied figures
have not been independently verified and
questions have been raised about whether
the ruling Communist Party has sought
to minimize numbers of cases and
deaths.

While many governments have long
focused on only the more serious cases,
the latest move is part of a sea change for

China, which has maintained a “zero
COVID” policy that seeks to stamp out
all virus transmission.

That included frequent mass testing
campaigns, and it used to mean that any-
one who tested positive was isolated in
a government facility, even if they had no
symptoms. Now people
can recover at home if
they don't need medical
care.

While many greeted
the relaxing of the rules
with relief, the major and
rapid shift has also caused
some concern — after
years during which the
Chinese government
talked about the virus as a
major threat.

had failed to quickly and effec-
tively moderate hate speech in
cases around the world, includ-
ing in Ethiopia. The reports
were based on internal docu-
ments obtained by whistle-
blower Frances Haugen.
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Two Ethiopians have filed a
lawsuit against Facebook's

parent company, Meta, over
hate speech they say was allowed
and even promoted on the social
media platform amid heated
rhetoric over their country's
deadly Tigray conflict.

Former Amnesty Inter-
national human rights
researcher Fisseha Tekle is one
petitioner in the case filed
Wednesday and the other is the
son of university professor
Meareg Amare, who was killed
weeks after posts on Facebook
inciting violence against him.

The case was filed in neigh-
bouring Kenya, home to the
platform's content moderation
operations related to Ethiopia.
The lawsuit alleges that Meta
hasn't hired enough content
moderators there, that it uses an
algorithm that prioritizes hate-

ful content and that it acts more
slowly to crises in Africa than
elsewhere in the world.

The lawsuit, also backed by
Kenya-based legal organisation
the Katiba Institute, seeks the
creation of a USD 1.6 billion
fund for victims of hate speech.

A Facebook spokesman,
Ben Walters, told The
Associated Press they could not
comment on the lawsuit because
they haven't received it.

He shared a general state-
ment: “We have strict rules
which outline what is and isn't
allowed on Facebook and

Instagram. Hate speech and
incitement to violence are
against these rules and we invest
heavily in teams and technolo-
gy to help us find and remove
this content.” Facebook contin-
ues to develop its capabilities to
catch violating content in
Ethiopia's most widely spoken
languages, it said.

Ethiopia's two-year Tigray
conflict is thought to have killed
hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple. The warring sides signed a
peace deal last month.

“This legal action is a sig-
nificant step in holding Meta to
account for its harmful business
model,” said Flavia Mwangovya
of Amnesty International in a
statement pointing out that the
Facebook posts targeting its
former researcher and the pro-
fessor were not isolated cases.

The AP and more than a
dozen other media outlets last
year explored how Facebook
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There are only 91 women law-
makers in the 275-member

Nepal Parliament, the Election
Commission said on Wednes-
day, lower than the 33 per cent
reservation mandated for
women by the Constitution.

Nepal went to the polls on
November 20 to elect 275 rep-
resentatives to the House of
Representatives (HoR) and 550
members to the seven Provincial
Assemblies.

Nepal Prime Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba's Nepali Con-
gress-led five-party coalition is
two seats away from a simple
majority after securing 136 seats
in the HoR.

Out of 275 newly elected
members in HoR, 184 are men
and 91 are women, which con-
stitutes only 31.10 per cent rep-
resentation for women, the
Election Commission said.

However, Nepal's Constitu-
tion mandates 33 per cent reser-
vation for women in Parliament.

Women candidates fared
slightly better in Provincial

Assemblies though, registering
36.36 per cent by clinching 200
out of the 550 seats.

The Election Commission
will be submitting the final
results to Nepal President Bidya
Bhandari.

In the 275-member HoR,
165 are elected through direct
voting, while the remaining 110
get elected through a propor-
tional electoral system. A party
or a coalition needs 138 seats to
win a clear majority.

The Nepali Congress has
emerged as the single largest
party with 89 seats after the
Election Commission allocated
seats to all the political parties

under the proportional voting
system.

The other partners of the
ruling alliance have together
secured 47 seats — CPN-Maoist
Centre (32), CPN-Unified
Socialist (10), Loktantrik Samaj-
wadi Party (4) and Rashtriya
Janamorcha one seat.

The C. K. Raut-led Janamat
Party, which secured only one
seat in the House of Represen-
tatives (HoR) under the first-
past-the-post category, got 5
seats under the proportional
representation (PR) category,
which means that the party will
have a total of six members in
the House.

Last week, Prime Minister
Deuba met Raut at the Prime
Minister's residence and dis-
cussed matters relating to forg-
ing cooperation in the days
ahead, sources said.

Earlier this month, Nepal's
Election Commission said seven
political outfits, including the
newly-floated Rastriya Swatan-
tra Party were accorded the
status of a national party.

Securing a three per cent
proportional representation vote
is mandatory to become a
national party in Nepal.

The CPN-UML, Nepali
Congress, CPN (Maoist Centre),
Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP),
Rastriya Prajatantra Party, Janata
Samajbadi Party and Janamat
Party have been accorded this
status, the Kathmandu Post
newspaper quoted Guru Prasad
Wagle, spokesperson at the
Nepal's Election Commission, as
saying.

Elections to the HoR and
seven provincial assemblies were
held to end the prolonged polit-
ical instability that has plagued
the Himalayan nation. 
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The US military formally
launched a space force unit

in South Korea on Wednesday,
a move that will likely enable
Washington to better monitor its
rivals North Korea, China and
Russia. 

The activation of the U.S.
Space Forces Korea at Osan Air
Base near Seoul came after
North Korea test-fired a barrage
of nuclear-capable ballistic mis-
siles designed to strike the U.S.
Mainland and its allies South
Korea and Japan in recent
months.

“Just 48 miles north of us
exists an existential threat; a
threat that we must be prepared
to deter, defend against, and – if
required — defeat,” Lt. Col.
Joshua McCullion, chief of the
new space unit, said during the
activation ceremony at Osan. He
apparently refered to North
Korea, whose heavily fortified
border with South Korea is just
an hour's drive from Seoul, the
South's capital.

The unit belongs to the
U.S. Space Force, which was
launched in December 2019
under then-President Donald
Trump as the first new U.S.
Military service in more than 70
years. 

The Space Force was seen
soberly as an affirmation of the
need to more effectively organize
for the defense of U.S. Interests
in space — especially satellites
used for civilian and military
navigation, intelligence and
communication. A previous
Pentagon report said China and
Russia had embarked on major
efforts to develop technologies
that could allow them to disrupt
or destroy American and allied
satellites in a crisis or conflict. 

The U.S. Space Forces Korea
is a subordinate of a bigger U.S.
Space Force unit established
within the Indo-Pacific com-
mand in Hawaii last month.

Jung Chang Wook, head of
the Korea Defense Study Forum
think tank in Seoul, said the U.S.
Space Force was created to bring

together diverse surveillance
assets including space-based
satellites in one organization to
manage and develop them in an
effective, systemic manner. He
said its unit in South Korea
would work like a field unit
while the other one in the Indo-
Pacific Command would be its
headquarters.

“The U.S. Space Forces
Korea would maintain, operate
and asses related equipment.
Simply speaking, I would say the
actual U.S. Space operations
will be done at Osan Air Base,”
Jung said. He said the main 
role of the U.S. Space Forces
Korea would be receiving, pro-
cessing and analyzing tremen-
dous amount of data and infor-
mation transmitted by U.S.
Satellites. 
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An all-party meeting con-
vened by President Ranil

Wickremesinghe has discussed
the 13th Amendment to Sri
Lanka's Constitution as mooted
by India to resolve the long-
standing demand for political
autonomy for the minority
Tamils in the island nation,
political leaders said on
Wednesday.

The Tamil parties which
participated in the meeting on
Tuesday urged the government
to hold the northern provincial
council election.

“The 13A is already a part
of the Constitution and it is a
point that most parties agreed
to,” Tamil Progressive Alliance
(TNA) leader Mano Ganesan
told PTI.

Ganesan, who represents
mostly the Western province-
based Tamils of Indian origin,
said President Wickremesinghe
has asked him to forward pro-
posals on the 13A issue on
behalf of the hill country Tamil
community or the Tamils of
Indian origin.

India has been pressing Sri
Lanka to implement the 13th
Amendment which was brought
in after the Indo-Sri Lankan
agreement of 1987. The 13A
provides for devolution of power
to the Tamil community.

Ganesan said President
Wickremesinghe, main opposi-
tion leader Sajith Premadasa and
former president Mahinda
Rajapaksa were all in agreement
with implementing the 13A.

He urged the government to
hold provincial council elections
in the northern and eastern
provinces so as to give people an

idea of self-governance with
the full implementation of 13A.

C V Wigneswaran, former
chief minister of the Northern
province, said ensuring the
councils to have already defined
powers which have been denied
to the provinces was discussed
in the all-party meeting.

“We raised the issue of land
grabbing by the state. They are
taking over lands under gov-
ernment departments. This
must stop and the land rights
must be given to the provincial
councils,” Wigneswaran told
PTI.

He said other issues con-
cerning the Tamil minority and
the release of political prisoners
held under the draconian
Prevention of Terrorism Act
(PTA) were also discussed in the
meeting.

President Wickremesinghe
had called Tuesday's All Party
Conference in a bid to arrive at
a consensus on the Tamil minor-
ity's demand for political auton-
omy.

Wickremesinghe had said
he was keen to announce a set-
tlement of the issue by February
4 of next year, coinciding with
Sri Lanka's 75th anniversary of
Independence.

“We have very little time so
we can't afford to go back and
start all over again,” Ganesan
stressed.

Meanwhile, there were no
immediate comments from pro-
Sinhala majority nationalist par-
ties on Tuesday's talks. All Sin-
hala parties were present in the
meeting, Ganesan said, adding
that only Janatha Vimukthi
Peramuna (JVP), the third lar-
gest majority community party,
abstained from the parleys.
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Hate crimes in the US remained rel-
atively high last year after a surge
not seen in nearly two decades,

according to a new FBI report.
But experts say it is actually an under-

count because thousands of police depart-
ments, including some of the country's
largest, didn't report their data.

Major cities like New York and Los
Angeles, as well as large swaths of states
including Florida and California, didn't
send crime information to the FBI for
2021 due largely to changes in reporting
requirements.

The agency normally puts out the
most comprehensive picture of hate
crime in the nation, so this year's report
is concerning for advocates trying to
address spikes in hate crimes that have
heightened fears among marginalised
groups and sparked calls to address the
issue head on.

“Hate crimes tear at the fabric of our
society and traumatise entire communi-
ties,” said Jonathan Greenblatt, CEO of
the Anti-Defamation League, as he called
on law enforcement to commit to hate-
crime data collection.

“The failure by major states and cities
across the country to report hate crime
data essentially — and inexcusably —
erases the lived experience of margin-
alised communities across the country.”

The troubling trend continued this

year with a series of brutal,
high-profile hate crimes,
including a mass shooting
at an LGBTQ nightclub in
Colorado Springs and anoth-
er that targeted Black people at
a grocery store in Buffalo.

The nearly 7,300 hate crimes that
were documented in the report are the
third-highest total in the last decade and
deeply alarming, Greenblatt said.

The majority of victims were target-
ed due to their race, followed by sexual
orientation and religion. But while the
FBI report pointed to a small decrease
from 2020 to 2021, other research has
found that last year actually saw a trou-
bling increase in hate crimes.

The Center for the Study of Hate and
Extremism at California State University-
San Bernardino found a 21 per cent
increase from 2020 to 2021 in an analy-

sis of 20 states, drawing
from police data.

In cities with more
than 1 million people,

meanwhile, hate crimes
surged 39 per cent, his

research has found, with espe-
cially steep spikes in anti-Asian hate
crime.

Large cities are key to hate-crime data
because they tend to be more diverse and
have more ways for people to tell author-
ities about hate crimes, which are his-
torically underreported, he said. But
many were missing from this year's FBI
report.

“We're talking about, quite possibly,
a record for 2021 that America just does-
n't know,” said Brian Levin, a professor
of criminal justice and the centre's direc-
tor.

“All data has limitations, but this data

is so incomplete as to leave out heavy
swaths of places where the most ter-
rorised communities live."

Less than two-thirds of the nearly
19,000 eligible law enforcement agencies
reported hate crime data to the FBI for
2021, a steep decline compared to more
than 80 per cent the year before.

That's because the federal agency
switched to a new, more detailed report-
ing system. 

Police departments, including those
in the nation's largest cities, said they
weren't able to make the transition to the
new system in time.

Crime data collection from police
departments has always been voluntary,
and the bumpy transition also hampered
violent crime data.

Federal authorities acknowledge the
shortfall, but say the new system will
eventually provide the country with a
“richer and more complete picture of hate
crimes nationwide," Associate Attorney
General Vanita Gupta said in a statement.

The Justice Department is doing a
number of things to address the increase
in hate crimes, including prioritising
those investigations at field offices around
the country, awarding millions in grant
money to local police and adding new
victim resources in more languages, she
said.

“The Justice Department is com-
mitted to prioritising prevention, inves-
tigation and prosecution of hate crimes,"
she said.

“The FBI's 2021 Hate Crimes
Statistics are a reminder of the need to
continue our vigorous efforts to address
this pervasive issue in America.
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The UN special envoy for
South Sudan has urged the

country's leaders to intervene to
halt clashes and sexual violence
and urged that a two-year delay
in holding elections not be used
as “a holiday break.”

Nicholas Haysom told the
UN Security Council on
Tuesday that while some notice-
able progress has been made in
implementing a 2018 peace
agreement, key deadlines have
been missed amid a worsening
humanitarian crisis. According
to forecasts, 9.4 million of the
country's roughly 12 million
people will need humanitarian
aid next year, which he called “an
alarming figure.”

There were high hopes
when oil-rich South Sudan
gained independence from
Sudan in 2011 after a long con-
flict. But the country slid into
civil war in December 2013

largely based on ethnic divisions
when forces loyal to President
Salva Kiir battled those loyal to
Vice President Riek Machar.

Tens of thousands of peo-
ple were killed in the war, which
ended with the 2018 peace
agreement that brought Kiir
and Machar together in a gov-
ernment of national unity which
was supposed to hold elections
before February 2023.
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Private sector lender HDFC
Bank on Wednesday said it

has partnered with integrated
full-stack agriculture technol-
ogy solutions provider
Lawrencedale Agro Processing
India (LEAF) to support the
farming community in three
southern states.

As per the memorandum
of understanding that has been
signed, the bank would extend
its specialised services and
facilities to farmers, agri-pro-
ducers and other rural com-
munities.

Following the MoU,
HDFC Bank would work with
LEAF Farmers Network in the
operational areas under LEAF
in Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka
and Tamil Nadu.

“This agreement is signed
to expand the financial acces-
sibility and inclusivity of farm-
ers and the scope of Farmer

Producer Organisation ecosys-
tem,” a press release said.

With this deal, four lakh
farmers across the three states
stand to benefit.

HDFC Bank senior exec-
utive vice president and Head,
Rural Banking, Anil Bhavnani
exchanged documents with
LEAF founder and CEO Palat
Vijayaraghavan on the occa-
sion.

“Our partnership with
LEAF will create great out-
comes. It will improve and
provide financial access and
inclusion to the entire rural
ecosystem, drive impact and
create shared success,”
Bhavnani said. 
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Benchmark indices Sensex
and Nifty ended with gains

on Wednesday, extending their
previous day rally amid lower
level of inflation on domestic
front and better-than-expected
inflation readings from the
US.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
climbed 144.61 points or 0.23
per cent to settle at 62,677.91.
During the day, it jumped
301.81 points or 0.48 per cent
to 62,835.11.

The broader NSE Nifty
advanced 52.30 points or 0.28
per cent to end at 18,660.30.

“Nifty rose for the second
consecutive session, in line
with most Asian markets that
were up. Sharp fall in WPI
inflation for November also
helped sentiments,” said
Deepak Jasani, Head of Retail
Research, HDFC Securities.

Stocks rose Wednesday in
Asia after a rally on Wall Street
spurred by news that inflation
in the US cooled more than
expected last month, Jasani
added.

From the Sensex pack,
Tech Mahindra, Tata Steel,
NTPC, IndusInd Bank, State
Bank of India, Power Grid,
HCL Technologies, Tata
Consultancy Services and
Larsen & Toubro were the
major winners.

Nestle, Bharti Airtel, ICICI
Bank, Asian Paints, Hindustan

Unilever and UltraTech
Cement were among the lag-
gards.

“Better-than-expected
inflation readings from major
global economies, combined
with increased appetite for IT
stocks, aided the domestic mar-
ket’s bullishness. US CPI infla-
tion easing to 7.1 per cent in
November will lower the
chances of the Fed being hawk-
ish. Though the Fed is largely
expected to raise rates by 50
basis points, their comments
on future inflation and rate
actions would dominate mar-
ket movements,” said Vinod
Nair, Head of Research at
Geojit Financial Services.

In the broader market, the
BSE smallcap gauge climbed
0.68 per cent and midcap index
advanced 0.59 per cent.

Among sectors, metal
jumped 1.55 per cent, realty
(1.44 per cent), IT (0.89 per
cent), industrials (0.81 per
cent), commodities (0.80 per
cent) and consumer discre-
tionary (0.55 per cent).
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The National Stock
Exchange (NSE) on

Wednesday asked investors not
to subscribe to any scheme with
assured returns offered by an
individual named Jay Prakash.

The advisory comes after
the NSE found that the indi-
vidual was collecting funds
from the public and was pro-
viding guaranteed returns on
investment. He was also offer-
ing to handle trading accounts
of investors by asking them to
share their user ID and pass-
word.

The bourse pointed out
that the person is not registered
either as a member or autho-
rized person of any registered
member of the NSE.

Cautioning the investors,
the NSE asked them not to sub-
scribe to any such scheme or
product offered by any indi-
vidual offering assured returns
in the stock market as the
same is prohibited by law,
according to the statement.

Further, investors have
been asked not to share their
trading credentials such as
user ID and password with
anyone.

“Participation in such pro-
hibited schemes is at investors’
own risk, cost and conse-
quences as such schemes are
neither approved nor endorsed
by the exchange,” the NSE said.

For any kind of disputes
relating to such prohibited
schemes, mechanisms such as
benefits of investor protection
under exchange’s jurisdiction,
exchange dispute resolution
mechanism and investor griev-
ance redressal mechanism
administered by exchange,
would not be available to
investors, it added. 
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West Bengal Commerce
and Industry Minister

Shashi Panja on Wednesday
invited more investment in
manufacturing, including
cement, into the State.

The industry has respond-
ed positively and at least two
companies expressed keenness
to invest in the state in the com-
ing years.

At an interactive session
on cement organised by the
Indian Chamber of Commerce,
Panja said that that state can be
a destination for cement com-
panies, given the growing
demand in the east and the
availability of coal in abun-
dance in this region.

Cement companies have
been struggling with coal
shortage that has pushed their
cost significantly in the last few
quarters. 

The West Bengal govern-
ment is trying to develop the
Deocha Pachami coal block in
Birbhum district.
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The income tax department
has allowed non-resident

taxpayers not having PAN to
file Form 10F manually till
March 31, 2023, a move which
would ease their compliance
burden and enable them to
claim lower TDS rate.

The Central Board of
Direct Taxes (CBDT) had in
July made it mandatory for
non-resident taxpayers to file
Form 10F electronically to
claim benefit of lower Tax
Deducted at Source (TDS).

However, taxpayers faced
problems in electronic filing of
the form as the income tax por-
tal did not allow a taxpayer
who does not have a
Permanent Account Number
(PAN) to file Form 10F.

In a notification, the CBDT
said to mitigate genuine hard-
ship to such taxpayers, it has
been decided that such catego-
ry of non-resident taxpayers
who are not having PAN and
not required to have PAN as per
relevant provisions of the I-T
Act would be exempted from
mandatory electronic filing of

Form 10F till March 31, 2023.
“It is reiterated that such

category of taxpayers may
make statutory compliance of
filing Form 10F till March 31,
2023 in manual form as was
being done prior to issuance of
the (July) notification,” the
CBDT said in a notification
dated December 12.

Nangia Andersen LLP
M&A Tax Partner Sandeep
Jhunjhunwala said sans the
notified transactions requiring
quoting of PAN, non-residents
can transact with Indian parties
without the aversion of a high-
er 20 per cent withholding tax
rate if prescribed details such as
name, e-mail id, address, con-
tact number, TIN and a valid
tax residency certificate (TRC)
are furnished to resident Indian
payer.
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The initial share-sale of elec-
tronics manufacturing ser-

vices company Elin Electronics
will open for public subscrip-
tion on December 20.

The three-day initial pub-
lic offering (IPO) will conclude
on December 22, according to
the red herring prospectus
(RHP). The company has cut
the public issue size to �475
crore from �760 crore planned
earlier. Now, the IPO compris-
es fresh issue of shares aggre-
gating up to �175 crore and an
offer-for-sale of up to �300
crore by promoters and other
selling shareholders.

Proceeds from the fresh
issue will be used to repay debt,
fund capital expenditure for
upgradation and expansion of
existing plants in Ghaziabad,
Uttar Pradesh and Verna, Goa
and for general corporate pur-
poses. Delhi-based Elin is a
manufacturer of end-to-end
product solutions for major
brands, and a leading fractional
horsepower motors manufac-
turer in the country.

(����(��	�����	� 
/"�����
�	
��%%
�����	������8+

����� 8�8�	�

The rupee gained 15 paise to
settle at 82.45 (provisional)

against the US dollar on
Wednesday, as a positive trend
in domestic equities and easing
inflationary pressures strength-
ened investor sentiment.

Besides, a weak greenback
against its major rivals overseas
and softening crude oil prices
supported the domestic unit,
forex traders said.

At the interbank forex
market, the local unit opened
flat at 82.60 against the green-
back and witnessed an intra-
day high of 82.40 and a low of
82.71.

It finally ended at 82.45
against the American curren-
cy, registering a rise of 15 paise
over its previous close of 82.60.

The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback’s strength
against a basket of six curren-
cies, declined 0.28 per cent to
103.69.

On the domestic equity
market front, the BSE Sensex
ended 144.61 points or 0.23 per
cent higher at 62,677.91, while
the broader NSE Nifty

advanced 52.30 points or 0.28
per cent to 18,660.30.

Brent crude futures, the
global oil benchmark, slipped
0.26 per cent to $80.47 per bar-
rel.

The US inflation for
November was recorded at 7.1
per cent annually against an
annual gain of 7.7 per cent in
October, triggering hopes that
the US Federal Reserve might
be less hawkish in raising inter-
est rates. 

The Fed is widely expect-
ed to raise its benchmark rate
by 0.50 percentage points on
Wednesday.

Meanwhile, retail inflation
in India dipped below the RBI’s
upper tolerance level of 6 per
cent for the first time in 11
months in November as soft-
ening prices of food items
brought relief, but the central
bank may wait for more data
before pausing hikes in inter-
est rates.

Foreign institutional
investors (FIIs) turned net buy-
ers in capital markets on
Tuesday as they bought shares
worth �619.92 crore, according
to exchange data. 
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The wholesale price-based
inflation fell to a 21-month

low of 5.85 per cent in
November as prices of food,
fuel and manufactured items
softened.

The WPI (wholesale price
index) based inflation has been
on a declining trend since May
and came down to single digit
in October at 8.39 per cent.

Experts said a high base of
last year and some easing in
food prices also worked in
favour of the November 2022
wholesale price index coming
in at its lowest level since
February 2021 when it was 4.83
per cent.

“Decline in the rate of
inflation in November 2022 is
primarily contributed by fall in
prices of food articles, basic
metals, textiles, chemicals &
chemical products and paper &
paper products as compared to
the corresponding month of
the previous year,” the com-
merce and industry ministry
said on Wednesday.

Finance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman told Parliament
that the government will work

for the common man to further
bring down inflation.

“Inflation management or
control... Prime Minister Modi
and his group of ministers and
officers are taking periodic
interventions and measures as
a result of which we find the
results coming in,” Sitharaman
said while replying to supple-
mentary demands for grants
for 2022-23 fiscal in the Lok
Sabha.

Inflation in food articles in
November was 1.07 per cent
against 8.33 per cent in the pre-
vious month. Inflation in veg-
etables was (-)20.08 per cent
during the month compared to
17.61 per cent in October.

Bank of Baroda in a
research note said WPI infla-
tion continued to moderate in
November with the base effect

working in favour of lower
numbers.

Within food, prices of
fruits, vegetables, especially
tomato and potato, dragged
down the prices. However,
there is an uptick in prices of
wheat, pulses and milk prod-
ucts.

“With Russian federation
re-joining the Black Sea Grain
initiative, wheat prices are
expected to see some volatili-
ty in the coming months. Core
WPI softened to two-year low
of 3.5 per cent in November.
Going ahead, we expect further
easing in WPI inflation,” Bank
of Baroda said in a note.

As per WPI data, in the
‘fuel and power’ basket, infla-
tion was 17.35 per cent, while
in manufactured products, it
was 3.59 per cent in November.
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India’s edible oil imports rose
34 per cent in November to

15.29 lakh tonne on sharp
jump in import of crude palm
and refined palm oils, accord-
ing to industry body SEA.

The Solvent Extractors’
Association of India (SEA) on
Wednesday released the data of
imports of total vegetable oils

comprising edible oil and non-
edible oil for November, the
first month of 2022-23 oil mar-
keting year.

As per the data, imports of
vegetable oils rose 32 per cent
in November 2022 to 15,45,540
tonne from 11,73,747 tonne in
the same month last year.

Out of total vegetable oil
imports, SEA said shipments of
edible oils increased to
15,28,760 tonne in November

this year from 11,38,823 tonne
in the same month of 2021.

Import of non-edible oils
fell 52 per cent in November
2022 to 16,780 tonne from
34,924 tonne in the year-ago
period. Further, in edible oils
category, SEA said imports of
crude palm oil (CPO) were
highest in a single month.

India imported a record
9,31,180 tonne of CPO in
November 2022 as against

4,77,160 tonne in the year-ago
period. The previous high for
CPO import was 8,78,137
tonne in October 2015, it
added.

Import of RBD (refined)
palmolein increased to 2,02,248
tonne in November from
58,267 tonne in the same
month last year. Sunflower oil
imports also increased to
1,57,709 tonne from 1,25,024
tonnes.
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Financial services platform
KFin Technologies on

Wednesday said it has fixed a
price band of �347-366 a share
for its �1,500-crore initial share
sale, which will open for pub-
lic subscription on December
19.

The three-day initial pub-
lic offering will conclude on
December 21, and the bidding
for anchor investors will take
place on December 16, the
company said in a statement.

The IPO will be a pure

offer-for-sale (OFS) of up to
�1,500 crore by its existing pro-
moter General Atlantic
Singapore Fund Pte Ltd.

The company will not
receive any proceeds from the
offer, as all of it will go to the
promoter.

At present, the promoter
and promoter group hold a
74.37 per cent stake in the com-
pany. 

KFin Technologies is
majority-owned by funds man-
aged by private equity investor
General Atlantic. Kotak
Mahindra Bank Limited also

owns a 9.98 per cent stake in
KFintech which it acquired in
2021.

The company said that 75
per cent of the issue size has
been reserved for qualified
institutional investors, 15 per
cent for non-institutional
investors and the remaining 10
per cent for retail investors.

Investors can bid for a
minimum of 40 shares and in
multiples thereof. 

KFintech is an investor
and issuer solutions provider,
serving asset managers such as
mutual funds, alternative

investment funds (AIFs),
wealth managers, pension
funds and corporate issuers, as
well as international clients in
Southeast Asia and Hong
Kong.

It is the country’s largest
investor solutions provider to
Indian mutual funds based on
the number of asset manage-
ment company (AMC) clients
serviced as of September 
2022. 

The firm provides services
to 24 out of 41 AMCs in India,
representing 59 per cent mar-
ket share.

;%��������($B��	�	����	������1C�������($B��������� ����AD0+AEEF����

����� 8�8�	�

Fintech startup Zype on
Wednesday said it has

raised �146 crore in a funding
round led by city-based private
equity fund Xponentia Capital.

Zype, which is focused on
upping credit accessibility to
millennials and help them
develop sustainable financial
habits, will deploy the funds for
the technology platform,
expanding team and customer
acquisition, as per a statement.

Its Founder and Chief
Executive Yogi Sadana said the
company intends to offer cred-
it products and interactive
money management tools to its
target segment.
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Falling exports and high
crude prices are set to push

up current account deficit
(CAD) in the second quarter to
a 37-quarter high of 4.4 per
cent of GDP at $36 billion as
against $9.7 billion or 1.3 per
cent in the year-ago period,
estimates a report.

As a percentage of GDP,
the previous high was in the
first quarter of 2013-14 when
CAD had scaled to 4.7 per cent,
but in absolute terms the pre-
vious high was in the third
quarter of 2012-13 when it
touched $31.8 billion.

In the first quarter of this
fiscal the deficit was $23.9 bil-
lion or 2.8 per cent, according

to an assessment by India
Ratings.

Global headwinds facing
merchandise exports had the
shipments contracting by close
to 20 per cent in October 2022,
first time since February 2021
and the agency expects mer-
chandise exports to slip to an
eight-quarter low of $88.2 bil-
lion in Q3FY23 which would
be 17.4 per cent lower than
Q3FY22.

On the other side, falling
commodity prices will help
the country lower its import bill
in the third quarter (Q3), even
though crude prices were still
19.9 per cent in October-
November. And the agency
expects merchandise imports
to decelerate to a three-quarter
low of $171.9 billion in Q3, but
will still be up 2.9 percent on-
year.

Overall, merchandise
trade deficit will rise to a fresh
high of $83.7 billion in Q3,
which is 38.9 per cent higher
than Q3FY22, according to its
estimate. The agency expects
the rupee to average 81.8
against the USD, up 9.1 per
cent in Q3, further putting
pressure on CAD.
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State-run power giant NTPC
will raise �500 crore through

the issuance of non-convertible
debentures on a private place-
ment on Friday.

“NTPC has decided to
issue unsecured non-convert-
ible debentures of �500 crore
on December 16, 2022,
through private placement at a
coupon of 7.44 per cent per
annum with a door to door
maturity of 10 years 3 months
30 days on April 15, 2033,” a
BSE filing stated.

The proceeds will be uti-
lized for, inter alia, funding of
capital expenditure, refinancing
of existing loans and other
general corporate purposes, it
stated.

The debentures are pro-
posed to be listed on BSE.
Debenture Trust Deed will be
duly executed as per the
requirements of and within
the period of time prescribed
under the Companies Act and
rules specified therein.

These debentures are
being issued under the recom-
mendation of board resolution
dated July 29, 2022 and subse-
quent approval obtained
through shareholders’ resolu-
tion dated August 30, 2022.
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Gold prices rose by �318 to
�54,913 per 10 grams in

the national capital on
Wednesday amid strong glob-
al trends, according to HDFC
Securities.

In the previous trade, the
precious metal closed at
�54,595 per 10 grams.

Silver also climbed �682 to
�69,176 per kg.

“The gold price was steady
in the Asian trading session
after prices surged to a more
than five-month high in the
previous session on the back of
softer-than-expected US con-
sumer inflation,” said Dilip
Parmar, Research Analyst at
HDFC Securities.

In the international mar-
ket, gold was trading in green
at $1,808.2 per ounce while sil-
ver was up at $23.70 per 
ounce.

“After the release of the CPI
data, the dollar index dropped
more than 1 per cent to a near-
ly six-month low; whereas
benchmark U.S. Treasury 10Y
yield also slipped.
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New Delhi: Kart4U, a tech-dri-
ven startup that aims to
empower the street cart ven-
dors of India by phygitising
them for their systematic
growth, has raised Rs 5 crore
from Startup Stairs, a seed-
stage accelerator dedicated to
developing the skills ecosystem
in India. 

Startup Stairs announced
15 startups as the winners of
their 'Growth Acceleration
Program with 4i' under the
aegis of NSDC supported by
Startup India. 
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India have been clubbed with hosts
South Africa, Scotland and UAE

in group D of the inaugural under-
19 Women's T20 World Cup sched-
uled to be held from January 14-29.

Eleven full member nations
gained automatic entry, while
Scotland, UAE, USA joined World
Cup debutants Indonesia and
Rwanda in the tournament that will
witness 41 matches played across
four venues in Benoni and
Potchefstroom.

Heavyweights Australia find
themselves in group A along with
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and USA.
Group B features England, Pakistan,
Rwanda and Zimbabwe. New
Zealand, Ireland, Indonesia and the
West Indies complete the group C.

The toppers from each group
will make the semi-finals.

Both semis and final will be held
at JB Marks Oval in Potchefstroom
and entry to all the matches of the
tournament will be "free of charge",
the ICC said in a statement. The
tournament will be followed by the
T20 World Cup in Cape Town, Paarl
and Gqeberha beginning on
February 10.
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When Lionel Messi, with
his moist eyes, stares

towards nothingness, he can
stop the world around you.
When he gets agitated and
argues with a referee, you too
get angry.

And when you see him
running circles around the
best in the world and then
make them chase shadows --
like he did with defender Josko
Gvardiol on Tuesday night in
Doha -- the world appears to
be magical.

Maybe that's why you
want him so badly to win the
elusive Holy Grail of football,
just as you yearned for Sachin
Tendulkar to win the cricket
World Cup, which eluded him
five times until 2011 in
Mumbai.

You can win every trophy
in the world but FIFA World
Cup is special. Pele touched it
thrice, Maradona too got a
chance to caress the hands that
held the 'Golden Globe'.

And If Messi now misses
this chance, it would be a
chapter unfinished in pages of
football history.

In his fifth and last World
Cup, Messi, just like Tendulkar
in his sixth and final appear-
ance at the final frontier of one-
day cricket, must be craving to
lay his hands on the trophy.

Can Sunday bring that
Tendulkar moment for Messi
and Argentina? Tendulkar
lived his dream and there are
millions in India who would
pray that it happens for Messi
too.

"I have seen God walk on
earth. All I want now is to see
Messi lifting the World Cup. I
wouldn't have any regrets in
my life if I don't watch any
sport after that day. But Man,
Messi, should win. Think of it.
What a memorable moment it
would be one last time for the
Albicelestes," Deepto Roy, a
Mumbai based lawyer, who is
in Doha to watch the semi-
finals and final, said.

"Being an Indian and also
someone who watched that
cricket World Cup final in
Mumbai, Messi gives you that
Sachin Tendulkar like feel-
ing," he said in a telephone
interview.

"It seems the entire world
wants to see Messi lift that
World Cup. We hear about
fairy tales and I want to live this
fairy tale on Sunday night,"
Deepto said.

For Indian fans, Argentina
and Diego Maradona entered
their lives permanently in 1986
when Doordarshan started
airing the FIFA World Cup
matches from the second
round.

Even in those pre-Internet
days when social media was-
n't even an idea, Maradona's
skills united the Bengalis, the
Malayalis and the Goans, the
three football mad people's of
India.

"Messi belongs to
Barcelona as much as to
Argentina. But there is a social
context associated with the
mad Argentina fandom espe-
cially in Kolkata and Kochi.
Bengalis and Malayalis are
lovers of art and in Maradona,
they found an artist they had
never seen in their lives," said
Dwaipayan Chatterjee, an avid
club football fan.

"There is a generation
which actually watches football
only once in four years but
Maradona made them fall in
love with Argentina football
team and Messi.

"So Messi and Argentina
became a sentimental con-
nect for many who aren't even
following Messi in PSG these
days. But one must admit, as an
Indian, the 2011 World Cup
seemed like everything about
SRT and you get the same feel-
ing for Messi," said Chatterjee.

For Dipanjan Ghosh, a
Melbourne based software
professional, watching the third
goal by Argentina in the semi-
final against Croatia, was the
most "surreal feeling" to be at
the stadium.

Although the goal was
scored by Julian Alvarez, fans
will remember it for the way it
was set up by Messi through
his 40-metre sprint and by ulti-
mately outwitting master
defender Gvardiol.

"Messi's performance was
to me what Argentina and "my
team" would do in a tourna-
ment. I live in country of fine
wine. Messi is that fine wine,
ageing perfectly with time,"
Ghosh said.
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Paulo Bento has bid an emo-
tional farewell to South

Korea, calling his four years as
coach of the national football
team a "beautiful experience
which I will never forget".

The Portuguese former
international midfielder took
the Koreans to the last 16 of the
World Cup in Qatar, where
they were beaten 4-1 by Brazil
last week. The 53-year-old said
in the immediate aftermath that
he would not be staying on as
coach.

"I am especially thankful to

all the players, due to their pro-
fessionalism, work ethic and
their behaviour," Bento said in
a statement late Tuesday, bring-
ing the curtain down on his
reign.

"They gave me the opportu-
nity to have one of the most
beautiful experiences of my life,
which I will never forget."

Bento added: "Personally I
have no words to thank you all
for the respect, affection and
support you showed during this
amazing experience."

South Korea will name
Bento's replacement by Febr-
uary, Yonhap news agency said.
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Lionel Messi is back in the
World Cup final with Argen-

tina on his mission to win soc-
cer's biggest prize for the first
time. And, at 35, he could hard-
ly be playing any better.

Messi converted a penalty
and had a hand in the other two
goals by Julián Álvarez, leading
Argentina to a 3-0 win over
Croatia on Tuesday that set up
a meeting with either France or
Morocco in Sunday's title match.

It will be Messi's second
World Cup final — Argentina
lost the other one to Germany
in 2014 — in what might be his
last appearance at the tourna-
ment. It could yet be the perfect
way to go out for a player wide-
ly regarded as one of the game's
best players, if not the best.

“A lot is going through my
head — it's very emotional see-
ing all of this," Messi said in a
post-match interview on the
field as he looked up at
Argentina's celebrating, scarf-
waving supporters. "To see the
fans — the family' — during the
whole tournament was so
incredible. We're going to the
final, which is what we wanted.”

Messi is thrilling his legion
of fans along the way, with his
swivel and driving run to set up
the third goal for Álvarez in the
69th minute epitomizing his
confidence and swagger. He is
embracing the responsibility of
leading Argentina to its third

World Cup title, scoring in five
of his six games in Qatar.

He even had a penalty saved
in the game in which he didn't
score.  Croatia failed in its bid to
reach a second straight World
Cup final after conceding two
goals in a five-minute span
from the 34th, just when the
team was looking comfortable at
Lusail Stadium.

Argentina coach Lionel
Scaloni was in tears after the
final whistle, even though the

celebrations in general were
much calmer than after previous
games. Messi was in the middle
of them all as he continues per-
haps his best ever World Cup.

Yet there was a moment
midway through the first half
that must have struck fear into
all Argentines, when Messi
appeared clutch his left ham-
string and rub it. 

Was Argentina's superstar
going to have to come off? No
such luck for Croatia.

Messi was soon toying
with his opponents in a way only
he can and put Argentina ahead
by lifting his penalty into the top
corner after Álvarez was taken
out by Dominik Livakovic after
clipping the ball past Croatia's
goalkeeper.

Álvarez poked home his
first goal at the end of a surging
run from halfway, starting with
Messi's short pass.  He put in the
third following more outra-
geous skill from his teammate

near the right corner that left
Josko Gvardiol — one of the best
defenders at the World Cup —
grasping at thin air.It was one
game too far for Croatia, which
had beaten Japan and Brazil on
penalties in the knockout stage,
and star midfielder Luka
Modric, who — at 37 — has
likely played his final World Cup
match.

Summing up a frustrating
game for the little midfield
magician, he was substituted in

the 81st minute and had a
bright red nose after the ball
slammed in his face moments
earlier. Argentina maintained its
record of never having lost in the
World Cup semifinals and has
reached the final for the sixth
time.

Those dark days after losing
to Saudi Arabia in its opening
group match seem so long ago
now for Argentina, which will be
hard to stop in the final with
Messi playing this well. “Even
though we lost our first match,
we were confident that this
group was going to push for-
ward,” Messi said. "We know
what we are, and we called on
the fans to believe in us.”
MESSI RECORDS

Messi became Argentina's
record scorer at World Cups
with his third penalty of the
tournament taking him to 11
goals in total — one more than
Gabriel Batistuta. He also tied
the record for most appearances
at the World Cup by playing for
the 25th time, the same number
as Lothar Matthäus of Germany.
ALVAREZ

The 22-year-old Álvarez
didn't start the tournament as
Argentina's striker. He only took
the place of Lautaro Martinez in
the third group game and now
has four goals, one behind Messi
and Mbappé. He is the youngest
player to score twice in a World
Cup semifinal match since a 
17-year-old Pele scored a hat
trick in 1958.
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Already through to the semi-
finals, India beat South

Africa 2-0 to notch up their third
win on the trot and top the pool
in the FIH Hockey Women's
Nations Cup here on
Wednesday. Deep Ekka Grace
(14th minute) and Gurjit Kaur
(59th) scored for India against
the South Africans to end the
pool B league engagement with
an all-win record.

World number eight India
topped the pool with nine
points. They had beaten Chile
(3-1) and Asian Games neme-
sis Japan (2-1) in their earlier
matches. The eight-team tour-
nament is important for India as
it brings in a system of promo-
tion-relegation, where the cham-
pions will be promoted to the
2023-24 FIH Hockey Women's
Pro League, a key event ahead of
next year's Asian Games and
2024 Paris Olympics.
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Luka Modric pulled his shirt
up over his face as he trudged

over to the sideline.
Croatia's red-and-white-

clad fans recognized the sorrow-
ful significance of the moment
and rose up to applaud the
diminutive midfielder who is
probably their nation's greatest
ever player. Argentina's boister-
ous supporters soon followed
suit at Lusail Stadium, honoring
an opponent who is likely
appearing at his last World Cup.

Substituted in the 81st
minute on Tuesday, with his
team trailing by three goals, it
effectively marked the end of
Modric's World Cup era. Croatia
ended up losing to Argentina 3-
0 in the semifinals, four years
after the team lost to France in
the final.

Modric was somber as he
was replaced by Lovro Majer
before calmly taking his seat in
the dugout. There was no grand
gesture to the crowd or outpour-
ing of emotion for a man whose
understated brilliance can still be
overlooked despite everything
he has achieved.

"We just wanted to be again

in the final," Modric said, "but
unfortunately we are not."

The second most famous
37-year-old at the World Cup is
going home, a few days after the
other one.

Modric is the same age as
former Real Madrid teammate
Cristiano Ronaldo, but as both
men approach the twilight of
their trophy-laden careers, the
contrast is stark. That was par-
ticularly evident leading up to
and during the World Cup.

While Ronaldo hogged the
limelight with his explosive eve-
of-the-tournament interview
with Piers Morgan, Modric
expressed himself on the field.

After leading Croatia to the

final in Russia, he was again the
inspiration as a nation with a
population of about 4 million
made it to semifinals for the sec-
ond straight World Cup.

Meanwhile, Ronaldo, amid
the distraction of his exit from
Manchester United and possible
transfer to a club in Saudi
Arabia, ended up benched and
in tears as Portugal's hopes were
ended by Morocco in the quar-
terfinals. In Croatia's quarterfi-
nal match, Modric played his
part in eliminating Brazil - and
Neymar. But he couldn't do any-
thing to stop Lionel Messi on his
personal mission to finally win
soccer's biggest trophy. Messi
scored the opening goal from

the penalty spot on Tuesday, and
then produced a piece of magic
to set up the second of Julian
Alvarez's two goals.

But Messi wasn't the only
iconic figure on display at Lusail
Stadium. Surely regarded by
many as Croatia's finest, Modric
also ranks alongside the best
midfielders to ever play the
game. A five-time Champions
League winner with Real
Madrid, he also won soccer's
ultimate individual prize, the
Ballon d'Or, in 2018.

And his performances in
Qatar show he still has more to
give. He may yet play again for
his national team at the 2024
European Championship with
one final bow for his country.
And who would rule out more
trophies with Real Madrid?

"Well, perhaps this is the end
for the generation at the World
Cup. A couple of them are at an
age where it will be hard to play
at the World Cup in 2026. We
will wait and see," Croatia coach
Zlatko Dalic said. "I think a lot
of players will finish off at Euro
2024."

Wherever Modric's story
goes from here, his status as a
World Cup great is secure.
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United States sprinter Ran-
dolph Ross has been

banned for three years for
whereabouts failures and fak-
ing an email to anti-doping
authorities.

The Athletics Integrity Unit
announced Tuesday that the
back-to-back NCAA champi-
on from North Carolina A&T
will be suspended until June 30,
2025, meaning he'll be ineligi-
ble for the Paris Olympics in

2024. Ross had been provision-
ally suspended on the eve of his
400-meter preliminary race at
the world track and field cham-
pionships in Eugene, Oregon,
on July 16, about a month after
officials could not locate him to
take a doping test - his third
whereabouts failure in a 12-
month period.

Ross had provided a copy
of an automatic email "alleged-
ly confirming an update made
to his whereabouts information
for the relevant period," the

AIU said.
The sprinter "immediately

admitted" that he had altered
the email when he was ques-
tioned by the AIU representa-
tives, the unit said.

Ross won his second
straight title in the 400 meters
at NCAA championships in
June.

Ross won an Olympic gold
medal as part of the 4x400m
squad at the Tokyo Games in
2021, though he didn't compete
in the final.

Messi, Argentina beat Croatia 3-0 to reach final
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US SPRINTER RANDOLPH ROSS
BANNED 3 YEARS AFTER FAKE EMAIL

���	����������	���85
	��/��=�>����?��>�



�������;��������������������� ������ !���"#$�%&%%

����� �����2

Sixteen-year-old Manipur medium pacer
Pheiroijam Singh on Wednesday became the

fourth Indian to grab nine wickets on first-class
debut in their Ranji Trophy plate group match
against Sikkim at Rangpo near here.

The teenager who returned with figures of 22-
5-69-9 to join an elite list that has Vasant Ranjane
(9/35, 1956-57), Amarjith Singh (9/45, 1971-72)
and Sanjay Yadav (9/52, 2019-20), all of whom have
claimed nine wickets on their first-class debut.

Manipur bowled out Sikkim for 220.
It was the 10th best in the first-class cricket

history and the fourth best by an Indian on debut.
It was a one-way traffic for Pheiroijam who

triggered the collapse on the second day as
Sikkim continued to lose wickets from being 58
for no loss overnight.

He nearly became the first Indian to take all
10 wickets on first-class debut but it was Rex
Rajkumar who dismissed Anwesh Sharma (39) to
fold Sikkim's innings in 73.1 overs. Pheiroijam,
albeit, played a role in the dismissal -- by taking
the catch of Sharma.

Englishman Albert Moss (10/38 in 1889-90)
and Fitz Hinds (10/36; 1900-01) are the only two
in the history of cricket to bowl all 10 wickets in
an innings on first-class debut.

Sikkim however had the upper hand and took
a slender first innings lead and reduced Manipur
to 59/4 at stumps on day two. Overall, Manipur
lead by just 25 runs with six wickets intact.

disturbed from its groove but didn't fall.
While Pujara had 11 fours to his cred-

it, Iyer has 10 hits to the fence so far. But over-
all, the batting performance left a lot to be
desired.

It was Pant who showed the much-need-
ed aggression, hitting six fours and two sixes
in his knock as he along with Pujara (42 not
out) added 64 runs after India were reduced
to 48 for 3 in the 20th over.

India expectedly opted to bat but squan-
dered the opportunity by allowing the
Bangladesh bowlers to dominate the pro-
ceedings.

The aggressive approach that Rahul
spoke about ahead of the game was missing
in the first session.

Spin was introduced as early as in the
sixth over and Rahul greeted his counterpart
Shakib Al Hasan with a cut through the point
region.

Gill too showed intent with a cut and
pull off pacer Hossain in the following over
as India reached 30 for no loss in seven overs.

However, the boundaries dried up
thereafter as Bangladesh bowlers stuck to
stump-to-stump line and stifled the Indians.

Gill perished to a poor shot, an avoid-
able sweep, while Rahul played away from
his body off pacer Khaled Ahmed only to
drag it back on to the stumps.

The top-order batters could have used
their feet more against the spinners but pre-
ferred to stay back in the crease.

The much-needed attacking approach
was displayed once again by Pant who put
the pressure back on Islam by smashing him
for a couple of fours and a six over wide long-
on.

Pant welcomed offie Miraz with a
square cut while Islam conceded two bound-
aries in the last over of the morning session.

Pujara should have been dismissed
very early in the second session but Nurul
Hasan couldn't hold on to the rare oppor-
tunity in the 27th over off Hossain.

Pant continued to look for quick runs
and hammered Miraz and Hossain for two
more boundaries. The keeper-batter also
clobbered Miraz over deep midwicket for a
maximum but the spinner had the last laugh
as he cleaned him up next ball in the 32nd
over.
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Cheteshwar Pujara injected a fresh lease
of life into his uncertain internation-
al future with a dogged 90 while

Shreyas Iyer enjoyed a reprieve to remain
unbeaten on 82 in India's underwhelming
opening day score of 278/6 against
Bangladesh in the first Test.

Pujara missed out on a Test hundred
as he was bowled neck and crop by a beau-
ty from left-arm spinner Taijul Islam
(3/84) but not before seeing India out of
danger with a 149-run fifth-wicket stand
with Iyer.

Mehidy Hasan Miraz (2/71) dismissed
Axar Patel off the last delivery of the day to
wrest the initiative back for the hosts who
would like to restrict India around a total of
300 runs on a track that wasn't bad for bat-
ting.

Credit should also be given to Rishabh
Pant (46 off 45 balls) whose counter-attack-
ing knock was of immense value as he was
the first one to hold the opposition by the
scruff of its neck after skipper KL Rahul (22),
Shubman Gill (20) and Virat Kohli (1) were
dismissed cheaply within the first 90 min-
utes of play.

Till Pant was at the crease, it seemed like
he was batting on a different track.

Honours were shared on the opening
day with Islam emerging as the hero for
Bangladesh and showing he has the poten-
tial to come out of the shadows of his more
illustrious skipper Shakib Al Hasan.

He bowled a couple of classical left-arm
spinner's deliveries to get rid of Kohli in the
first hour and Pujara in the final half hour
to negate the advantage that India had gained
after the fall of three wickets.

In case of Kohli, he tossed it up and
bowled a fuller length as the batter went on
the back-foot. The ball turned enough to hit
him on the back-pad.

If Kohli ended up being plumb in front
on the back-foot, Pujara presented a dead
defence on the front-foot and saw the ball
beat the outside edge of his bat to hit the off-
stick.

Iyer, for one, was lucky when he was
beaten through the gate by Ebadot Hossain
and the ball hit the stumps with the bail being
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Star India batter Virat Kohli has
moved up two ranks to the eighth

position, while young opener Ishan
Kishan rocketed 117 spots to 37th
place in the latest ICC rankings
released on Wednesday.

Kohli has been rewared for scor-
ing his first ODI hundred in more
than three years in a match against
Bangladesh recently, while Kishan
made huge gains following his fastest
ODI double-century in the same
match. The former India captain had

scored a 91-ball 113 in the third and
final ODI against Bangladesh in
Chattogram on Saturday. It was his
first hundred in the 50-over format
since August, 2019.

Left-handed opener Kishan, on
the other hand, had slammed a
record-breaking 210 off 131 balls.

Shreyas Iyer too advanced from
20th to 15th in the batting chart fol-
lowing his score of 82 in the second
match of the series in Dhaka.

Among bowlers, Indian pacer
Mohammad Siraj gained four places
to 22nd in the ODI ranking for India,

while Bangladesh spin allrounder
Shakib al Hasan was up one place to
eighth.

Bangladesh's Mehidy Hasan
Miraz has moved up three places to
third in the all-rounders' list.

In the Test rankings, Aussie bat-
ter Marnus Labuschagne consolidat-
ed his position at the top with a
career-best 937 rating points after
compiling his third three-figure
knock in the two-match series against
the West Indies.

He achieved the rare feat of scor-
ing a double-century and a century
in the same Test during the first
match in Perth last week.

The 28-year-old now has a lead
of 62 rating points over second-
placed Steve Smith and is tied with
Kohli for the 11th-best rating points
ever in the list led by Australia great
Don Bradman, who went as high as
961 rating points.

Smith is second in that list with
947 rating points, while Ricky
Ponting (fifth with 942) is the third
Australian in the top 10.

Travis Head is back in the top 10
after his Player of the Match effort of
175 and 38 not out helped record a
419-run win over the West Indies to
consolidate his team's top position in
the WTC points table.

Head has gained six slots to reach
seventh position, in the process
overtaking the India pair of Rohit
Sharma (10th) and Virat Kohli (12th)
among others.
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Former England captain
Andrew Flintoff has been air-

lifted to a hospital after suffer-
ing a horror car crash in Surrey
while filming an episode for
BBC's TV Show.

The 45-year-old was filming
for 'Top Gear' in icy conditions
at Dunsfold Park Aerodrome in
Surrey on Tuesday when the
accident happened.

"Freddie (Flintoff ) was
injured in an accident at the Top
Gear test track this morning -

with crew medics attending the
scene immediately," the BBC
said in a statement. "He has been
taken to hospital for further
treatment and we will confirm
more details in due course."

According to 'The Sun',
Flintoff 's injuries are not "life-
threatening" and he was "driving
on the track as normal" and was
not going at a high speed.

"All the usual health and
safety measures were in place for
filming too," a source was quot-
ed as saying by 'The Sun'.

"Freddie was taken to hos-

pital by air ambulance shortly
afterwards.

"Filming has been post-
poned for now and all anyone
cares about is Freddie recover-
ing." His co-star Chris Harris
was also at the 'Top Gear' test
track.

Three years back, Flintoff
had survived a 125mph crash
during the shooting of another
episode of Top Gear.

Flintoff, who retired from
international cricket in 2009, has
played 79 Tests and 141 limited-
overs internationals for England.
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Emulating his legendary father
Sachin Tendulkar, Arjun on

Wednesday slammed a century
on first-class debut on the sec-
ond day of Goa's Group C Ranji
Trophy match against Rajasthan
here.

The feat came exactly 34
years after Sachin, then 15,
began his journey to greatness
with an unbeaten 100 against
Gujarat at the Wankhede
Stadium.

Late Lala Amarnath and
one of his three sons Surinder
had made hundreds on their
Test debuts, making them the
only father-son duo to achieve
the feat in the 145-year history
of traditional international for-
mat.

Batting at No. 7, Tendulkar
junior, who had moved to Goa
from Mumbai earlier this season
in search of more playing oppor-
tunities, hit two sixes and 16
fours in his knock of 120 from
207 deliveries.

Along with No. 3 Suyash
Prabhudessai (212; 416 balls,
29x4), Tendulkar junior put
together 221 runs for the sixth
wicket to take Goa to a mam-
moth 493/8 at close on day two.

Primarily, a left-arm fast

medium, Arjun had come out to
bat at the fag end of the open-
ing day n Tuesday after the
departure of wicketkeeper-bat-
ter Eknath Kerkar with Goa pre-
cariously placed at 201 for 5.

Vidarbha take control of
Ranji Trophy match against
Railways in Group D

Leg-spinner Karn Sharma's
sensational eight-wicket haul
on day one was not backed by
the Railways batters as they
conceded a 52-run first innings
lead to Vidarbha after getting
bundled out for 161 on the sec-
ond day of their Ranji Trophy
Group D match here on
Wednesday.

Resuming the day on 22 for
1 in reply to Vidarbha's 213,
Railways batters fell to the guile

of spinners — left-arm orthodox
Aditya Sarwate (5/53) and offie
Akshay Wakhare (5/60), who
both came up with five-wicket
hauls.

Only opener B Vivek Singh
(81) could give some sort of
resistance to the Vidarbha spin
duo. Seven Railways batters,
including captain Sharma (2)
himself, were out in single-digit
scores. Three of them were out
on nought.

The 35-year-old Sharma,
who had played one Test in
2014, had ripped apart the
Vidarbha batting line-up with
figures of 8/38 on Tuesday.

Vidarbha reached 161 for 2
at stumps on the second day to
extend the lead to 213 and take
control of the match.

Captain Faiz Fazal, who

had made 112 in the first
innings, was batting on 82 when
stumps were drawn.

Raghav Dhawan puts
Himachal in command vs
Haryana

Raghav Dhawan completed
his maiden first-class century as
Himachal Pradesh declared their
first innings at a massive 487 for
four on day two of their Ranji
Trophy Group A match against
Haryana here on Wednesday.

The 35-year-old Dhawan,
unbeaten on 86 on the opening
day, ended up scoring 182 runs
as Himachal piled on the mis-
ery of Haryana, who were bun-
dled out for just 46 runs on
Tuesday.

Haryana were 72 for 1 at
stumps in their second innings
and they trail their opponents by
369 runs at the Chaudhary
Bansi Lal Stadium.

With two full days of play
left, Himachal would be fancy-
ing their chances of a bonus
point should they score an
innings win.

The hero of the day, howev-
er, was Dhawan whose work-
man-like 182 and his mammoth
219-run opening stand with
Prashant Chopra (137) laid the
platform for the huge score.

�����8�8�	

Indian batting collapsed like a pack of cards
under pressure as Australian women

showed clinical precision to record a com-
fortable 21-run victory in the third T20
International here on Wednesday. Australia
now lead five-match series 2-1.

Chasing a target of 173, India were in
cruise control mode at 106 for 2, riding on
some cavalier hitting from Shafali Verma (52
off 41 balls) and skipper Harmanpreet Kaur
(37 off 27 balls). The duo had added 73 in
just 8.4 overs and 67 off 40 odd balls looked
eminently gettable.

But, once Shafali was holed out at mid-
wicket boundary, there was a slump as India
lost four wickets for the addition of 17 runs
in less than three overs as the match turned
decisively in favour of Southern Stars.
India were finally restricted to 151 for 7 in
20 overs. Richa Ghosh (1) and Harmanpreet,
the two other big-hitters apart from Shafali,
were also dismissed while going for big hits
and almost all the Australian bowlers
reduced the pace on their deliveries to make
it difficult for strokeplay.

Darcie Brown (2/19), Meghan Schutt
(1/23 in 4 overs), spinner Ashleigh Gardener
(2/21) were exceptional on the day.

Deepti Sharma (25 not out off 17 balls),
not exactly known for her power-hitting,
would have never been able to consistent-
ly hit those big shots as it became a com-
fortable win for Alyssa Healy's women.

Earlier, Australia recovered from early
jolts and rode on flamboyant Ellyse Perry's
75 off 47 balls to post 172 for 8 after bat-
ting first. Invited to bat, Australia made a
disastrous start as captain Alyssa Healy and
Tahlia McGrath got out in the first and sec-

ond overs respectively.
Renuka Thakur had opener Healy

LBW for just 1 while Anjali Sarvani got rid
of one-down McGrath, also for one, as
Australia were five for 2 in the second over.

But Perry and then Grace Harris (41
runs off 18 balls) played pivotal roles to take
Australia to a competitive total.

From 79 for 3 at halfway stage, Australia
added 93 runs in the back-end.

For India, Renuka Singh, Anjali Sarvani,
Deepti Sharma and Devika Vaidya took two
wickets apiece.

Opener Beth Mooney (30) and Ellyse
Perry (75 off 47 balls) resurrected the
Australia innings with a 64-run partnership
for the third wicket in seven overs. Perry had
another quickfire 55-run stand for the fifth
wickets with Grace Harris (41 runs off 18
balls) that took Australia to a good score.

The Indian bowlers got wickets at the
regular intervals but also conceded runs on
a goof batting track at the Braboune
Stadium. Australia were 43 for 2 at the end
of Powerplay but Mooney and Perry scored
at a brisk pace to take their side to 68 for 2
at the end od eighth over.

Vaidya then provided India the break-
through in the ninth over as she cut short
Mooney's promising innings.

Perry, who had hit Deepti Sharma for
a six, was still going great guns as she hit
Vaidya for a six over the bowler's head in
the 11th over.

But two balls later, Vaidya took revenge
but in the form of Ashleigh Gardner () with
Richa Ghosh taking a fine catch. India were
in the ascendency for a brief period of two
overs but conceded 14 runs in the 14th over
with Perry and Harris hitting sixes.
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