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Passengers arriving in India
from China, Hong Kong,

Japan, South Korea, Singapore
and Thailand will have to pro-
duce a negative Covid test
report from January 1, Union
Health Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya said on Thursday.

The passengers must
undertake the Covid test with-
in 72 hours of flying to India
and upload the negative report
from the RT-PCR test on the
Air Suvidha portal before their
departure.

Already many countries,
including the USA, Japan,
South Korea, Taiwan and Italy
have announced testing
requirements for passengers
from China.

So far, Covid situation is
under complete control in
India and cases have remained
within the range of 200-300 per
day. According to the Union
Health Ministry data on
Thursday, India recorded 268
new coronavirus infections,
while the active cases increased

to 3,552.
The daily positivity rate

was recorded at 0.11 per cent
while the weekly positivity was
pegged at 0.17 per cent, the
Ministry said.

The Government has taken
several precautionary measures
to avert a possible explosion of
Covid-19 in the wake of a
surge in the number of cases in
several Asian countries includ-
ing China.

Covid protocol has been
especially enforced on airports
where random testing of inter-
national passengers on their
arrival in India is being carried
out irrespective of their port of
departure. 

Last week, the Government
made random coronavirus test-

ing mandatory for two per
cent of passengers arriving on
each international flight.

Meanwhile, Mandaviya has
asked pharma companies to
ensure adequate stocks and
availability of all drugs, includ-
ing those for Covid manage-
ment, in the supply chain up to
the retail level amid rise in
coronavirus cases in some
countries.

The Minister reviewed the
status, adequacy of Covid-19
management drugs and pro-
duction capacities with repre-
sentatives of pharma compa-
nies through a virtual confer-
ence here so that India is
equipped to effectively handle
any situation.

This review meeting was

taken in view of the spike in
Covid-19 cases in some coun-
tries including China, an offi-
cial statement said.

Through a presentation,
the Minister was briefed
regarding the evolving global
scenario. Mandaviya appreci-
ated the pharma companies for
their invaluable contribution
during the pandemic in the
country, the statement said.

“India’s pharmaceutical
industry is robust, resilient
and responsive. It is due to their
strength that we could not
only meet our down demand
during the pandemic, but also
be in a position to supply med-
icines to 150 countries,” he said.
This was achieved without any
fall in quality and no hike in the
price of the medicines, he
stressed.

The pharma companies
were asked to keep a close
watch on the global supply
chain scenario, the statement
said. They were also asked to
closely monitor production
and availability of APIs as well
as formulations of essential
medicines for Covid manage-
ment, it said. 

They were asked to ensure
adequate stocks and availabil-
ity of all drugs including Covid
drugs in the supply chain up to
the retail level.

The pharma companies
expressed confidence that they
will be able to manage the sup-
ply chain of Covid drugs, the
statement said.
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Close on the heels of a con-
troversy over the saffron

costumes worn in a dance
sequence of the film by
Deepika Padukone, the Central
Board of Film Certification
(CBFC) has advised the mak-
ers “Pathaan”, starring Shah
Rukh Khan and Deepika, to
make certain changes in the
film, including in its songs, and
submit a revised version.

The film made by
Siddharth Anand is slated for
release in Hindi, Tamil and
Telugu in January 2023.

CBFC chairperson
Prasoon Joshi said in a state-
ment, “Pathaan went through
the due and through examin-
ing process as per the CBFC
guidelines. The committee has
guided the makers to imple-
ment the advised changes in
the film including the songs
and submit the revised version
prior to theatrical release”.

“CBFC is always commit-
ted to find the right balance
between creative expression
and sensibility of the audience
and believe that we can always
find solutions through mean-
ingful dialogue between all
stakeholders,” Joshi said.

“Whilst the process is get-
ting duly followed and imple-
mented I must reiterate that our
culture and faith is glorious,
intricate and nuanced. And
we have to be careful that it
does not get defined by trivia

which takes the focus away
from the real and the true. And
like I have said earlier as well,
that the trust between creators
and audience is most important
to protect and the creators
should keep working towards
it,” Joshi said.

Joshi, who is considered
close to the ruling establish-
ment at the Centre, did not
share the details of the changes
suggested to the makers of
film”Pathaan”.

Continued on Page 2
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Bihar Police on Thursday
detained in Bodh Gaya a

Chinese woman who is alleged-
ly overstaying in India and
poses a reported threat to
Tibetan spiritual leader the
Dalai Lama.

Additional Director
General of Police
(Headquarters) JS Gangwar
said the police have traced the
woman (Chinese) and she has
been detained.

“She is being questioned by
various agencies. She is being
interrogated from all angles,
including visa violation norms.
Her questioning is on and we
would be able to share details
on Friday only,” the ADGP
said.

The police had also issued
a sketch of the woman, identi-
fied as Song Xiaolan, besides
sharing her passport and visa
details with the media.

Presently, the Dalai Lama
is staying in Bodh Gaya. He

addressed a gathering at the
Mahabodhi Temple Complex
on Thursday morning.

With the Chinese woman
posing threat to the Tibetan
spiritual leader, security was
upped around the Mahabodhi
Temple Complex and screening
of devotees was intensified.
The number of CCTV cameras
around the area has also been

increased, officials said.
External Affairs Ministry

Spokesperson Arindam Bagchi
refused to comment on the
development, saying, “It looks
like a security issue, I don’t have
any update on it. I certainly
don’t think this is the right
forum to talk about security-
related aspects.”

Continued on Page 2
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The Central Drugs Standard
Control Organisation has

initiated a probe into reports of
death of 18 children in
Uzbekistan from the alleged
consumption of a cough syrup
manufactured by a Noida-
based company.

The Indian Embassy has
contacted its counterparts in
Uzbekistan and sought details
of their probe into the deaths.
“We are also providing consular
assistance to some linked to
Indian firm there,” the MEA
said on “cough syrup-death”
row. In the centre of the row is
Marion Biotech whose Dok-1
Max syrup is reportedly linked
to the death. The company has
temporarily stopped the pro-
duction of the syrup, the com-
pany’s legal representative said
on Thursday.

The Uzbekistan Health
Ministry’s has alleged that that
the children died after con-
suming Dok-1 Max.

While Union Health
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya
said further action would be
taken based on the inspection
of the pharma company, an
Uttar Pradesh Government
official said that Marion
Biotech does not sell Dok-1

Max in India and its only
export has been to Uzbekistan.

As part of the health
Ministry’s probe, Central Drugs
Standard Control Organisation
members have taken the sam-
ples of the cough syrup from
the manufacturing premises
in Noida and sent to the
Regional Drugs Testing
Laboratory (RDTL) in
Chandigarh for testing,
Mandaviya said.

The Health Minister said
the CDSCO is in touch with the
national drug regulator of
Uzbekistan.

“Immediately on receipt
of information, joint inspection
of the NOIDA facility of the
manufacturer, Marion Biotech,
was carried out by UP Drug
Control and CDSCO team and
further action as appropriate
would be initiated based on the
inspection report,” Mandaviya
said in a series of tweets.

Marion Biotech is a
licensed manufacturer and
holds the licence for manufac-
turing Dok-1 Max syrup and
tablet for export purpose grant-
ed by the Drugs Controller,

Uttar Pradesh, the Health
Ministry said in a statement.

The Governments of both
countries are looking into the
matter, said Hasan Harris, legal
representative of the Noida-
based Marion Biotech.

“There is no problem from
our end and no issue in testing.
We have been there for the past
10 years. Once the Government
report will come, we will look
into it. For now the manufac-
turing has stopped,” Harris
told PTI.

Before Uzbekistan’s claims,
there were reports linking the
deaths of 70 children in
Gambia to cough syrups man-
ufactured by Haryana-based
Maiden Pharmaceuticals earli-
er this year. 

The Drugs Controller
General of India claimed the
WHO drew a premature link.

Sources said the DCGI has
sought more information from
the Uzbek regulator regarding
the latest allegation. According
to the Uzbek Ministry, the
chemical ethylene glycol was
found in a batch of Dok-1 Max
syrup during laboratory tests.
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The Uttar Pradesh
Government on Thursday

moved the Supreme Court
challenging the Allahabad
High Court order quashing its
draft notification on the urban
local body elections and direct-
ing the State to hold the polls
without reservation for the
Other Backward Classes. 

The UP Government, in its
appeal against the December 27
order, has said the HC cannot
quash December 5 draft noti-
fication which provided for
quota of seats in the urban
body polls for the OBCs apart
from those for the SC, ST and
women. The appeal, filed
through advocate on record
Ruchira Goel, said the OBCs
are a constitutionally protect-
ed section and the HC erred in
quashing the draft notification. 

Continued on Page 2
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In a ghastly incident, two
three-month-old stray pup-

pies living on a secluded land
in Dwarka area here were
allegedly killed with the bodies
found hanging from a noose on
a tree, officials said Thursday.

The Delhi Police has reg-
istered an FIR in the matter on
a complaint from a communi-
ty dog feeder Vanessa
Alphonso who had found their
bodies on Wednesday morn-
ing, they said.

“The puppies were vul-
nerable as their mother was
taken away by MCD officials
for sterilisation surgery on
Tuesday morning. Six puppies
were living on a vacant land
around the local elementary
school. On Tuesday evening we
could not spot two of them. We
thought they could be playing
around,” said Alphonso. 

Detailed report on P3
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Aday after the Congress
alleged security breach

during the Bharat Jodo Yatra in
the national Capital, the CRPF
on Thursday said full security
arrangements have been made
for former Congress president
Rahul Gandhi and accused
him of repeatedly violating
security protocol.

In a note to the Union
Home Ministry, the CRPF said
Rahul himself “violated” secu-
rity protocol 113 times since
2020. The paramilitary also
blamed Rahul for breaching
security guidelines during the
Delhi leg of the yatra.

On Wednesday, the
Congress wrote to Union
Home Minister Amit Shah,
alleging security breaches dur-
ing the yatra in the city and
demanded immediate steps to
ensure the security of Rahul

and others taking part in the
march. “The security arrange-
ments have been fully made for
Rahul as per the guidelines,” the
CRPF said.

The security arrangements
made for the protectee works
fine when the protectee himself
adheres to the laid down secu-
rity guidelines. On several
occasions, violations of laid-
down guidelines on the part of
Rahul have been observed and
this fact has been communi-
cated to him from time to time,
officials said.

Since 2020, there have been
113 “violations” observed and
duly communicated. During
the Delhi leg of the Bharat Jodo
Yatra, Rahul “violated” securi-
ty guidelines and the CRPF,
which provides his inner cor-
don of the Z-plus category
security, will take up the mat-
ter separately, the note said.

Continued on Page 2

!�����(������	��
��
���	
&�����������	�
�
�����&����� ���)�

�������	
�������	������	�����	����	
����
	�����	�	
�����	��	����������	�����
��	����	����	��	���
���	 ���

(���� 7�;�6�<'1

The day is not far when
migrant voters may not be

required to travel to their home
States to cast their vote during
elections.

The Election Commission
(EC) has developed a prototype
of the Remote Electronic
Voting Machine (EVM) for
domestic migrant voters and
has invited political parties for
a demonstration on January 16.

The remote EVM can han-
dle multiple constituencies
from a single remote polling
booth. According to the EC, the
multi-constituency remote
EVM  can handle up to 72 con-
stituencies from a single remote
polling booth.

The EC has invited repre-
sentatives of eight recognised
national and 57 State political
parties for the demonstration
and sought their written sub-
missions by January 31 on var-
ious related issues, including
changes required in legisla-
tion, changes in administrative

procedures and voting method
or RVM technology, if any
other, for the domestic
migrants.

“Based on the feedback
received from various stake-
holders and demonstration of
the prototype, the Commission
will appropriately carry for-
ward the process of imple-
menting the remote voting
method,” it said

According to officials,  the
idea was to implement voter
portability as a pilot project in
the upcoming Assembly elec-
tions in nine States in 2023.
This means that if the pilot is
successful then in the 2024 gen-
eral elections voter portability
can be fully implemented.

The EC concept note said
that the migrant voter need not
travel back to his/her home
State/ district/ constituency to
exercise his/her franchise of
voting. According to EC, a
remote voter has to pre-regis-
ter for a remote voting facility
by applying online/offline with-
in a pre-notified time before

elections with his home con-
stituency returning officer.
Voter details will be verified at
the home constituency and
the voter’s request for remote
voting will be approved after
successful verification by mark-
ing him/her as remote voter to
participate as remote voter in
a remote location (a location
other than the voter’s home
constituency). Special multi-
constituency remote voting
polling stations will be set up

in the places of their current
residence.

Terming counting of votes
cast at remote booths and their
transmission to the returning
officer in other States as a
“technological challenge”, EC
officials said RVMs will be
developed as “a robust, fail
proof and efficient stand-alone
system” based on existing elec-
tronic voting machines and will
not be connected to internet. 

Continued on Page 2
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The Congress on Thursday
opposed the Election

Commission’s proposal for a
remote voting system and
asked it to first work to restore
trust in the electoral system.

“Trust in the electoral sys-
tem is paramount for democ-
racy to function. The German
Federal Constitutional Court
struck down EVMs in
Germany in 2009 because the
opacity of the machine cannot
give a voter the confidence that
his or her vote is being correctly
recorded. In spite of their wide-
spread use, EVMs have aroused
much controversy in India.

Unfortunately, fears of their
misuse have not been system-
atically addressed. 

“Voters and parties must
have confidence in the electoral
system. However, this trust
has been repeatedly violated in
recent years on account of
pressures being put on the
Election Commission of India
by the Modi Government,”
Congress chief spokesman
Jairam Ramesh said in  a state-
ment.

While criticising the new
proposal, the Congress raised
questions marks over the role
of elections watchdog in sched-
uling the Gujarat poll.

Continued on Page 2
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The Delhi Government on
Monday said that an action

plan will be prepared with the
help of Israeli solid waste man-
agement experts to improve the
sewage system and eliminate
the mountains of garbage from
the national capital.

Delhi Jal Board (DJB) Vice
Chairman Saurabh Bhardwaj
interacted with Israeli solid
waste management experts
through video conference to
develop world class sewerage
and solid waste management
system in the national capital.

According to the state-
ment released by the DJB,
experts from Israel informed
Bhardwaj that 90 to 95 percent
of sewage water is reused in
Israel. The sewage treatment
plants in Israel employ modern

technology for water treat-
ment for this purpose.

“Sludge derived from
sewage in the process is then
converted into manure and
used in the agricultural sector
in Israel. Bhardwaj also showed
interest in the sewage system of
Israel and requested them to
provide more information and
details regarding this when
the next conference takes
place,” it said.

To eradicate the three land-
fill sites in the city, it said that
the Israeli experts informed
that waste is not dumped
directly at landfill sites in Israel.
In fact, waste is first collected
from households and industries
which are followed by proper
segregation.

“In Israel, proper segrega-
tion plants have been built for
the segregation of waste.” 
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Advocating the assessment
systems, Deputy Chief

Minister Manish Sisodia on
Thursday said the Delhi
Government has taken mea-
sure to change the traditional
assessment systems in schools
through the Delhi Board of
School Education, where stu-
dents are assessed for under-
standing instead of rote learn-
ing ability.

“The most pressing reform
in the Indian education system
today is the change in the tra-
ditional examination and
assessment systems. Until the
current examination system is
changed, the entire education
system will remain a slave of
the 3-hour annual examina-
tion,” he said. 

While addressing the
school leaders and teachers
from all over the country,
Sisodia said that today the
entire education system has
become a slave of examina-
tions. In such a situation, if we
have to reform our education
system, then we must change
the existing assessment system
first. The education system
has collapsed under the burden
of examinations and we need to
revive it through innovative
assessment practices. 

“The examination system
has been a matter of discussion
by various commissions for
ages in India. The Kothari
Commission in 1964 stated
that examinations at the pri-
mary stage should help stu-
dents improve their achieve-
ment in basic skills and devel-
op the right habits and atti-
tudes,” he stated. 

“On evaluation, the

National Policy on Education
1986 stated that assessment of
children's performance is an
integral part of any process of
teaching and learning.
Therefore, examinations
should be conducted as a part
of a better educational strate-
gy to bring qualitative improve-
ment in education,” Deputy
CM said. 

“The National Education
Policy 2020 also emphasised
that the primary objective of
assessment would indeed be for
learning which will help the
teacher, student and the entire
school education system to
continuously modify the teach-
ing-learning methods for the
all-round development of stu-
dents,” he said, informing the
importance of the National
Education Policy 2020.

He said that despite sever-
al discussions and recommen-
dations of the commissions,
these were never implemented
on the ground. This is the rea-
son why children, parents and
all the stakeholders in the edu-
cation system are scared of
examinations. 

Sisodia said that through
DBSE we made five major
changes in the traditional
teaching and evaluation system
including regular assessment of
students over the year instead
of a 3-hour annual examina-
tion, adoption of new assess-
ment methods.
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A30-year-old Muslim man
was arrested near Noida on

Thursday in connection with
the alleged rape and attempt-
ed religious conversion bid on
a woman on pretext of mar-
riage, police said. 

His brother (24) and his
father (52) have also been
arrested for being party to
criminal conspiracy, the police
said.

Accused Intezar Khan and
the woman had met in a gym
where she worked as a manag-
er but the man had hid his reli-
gious identity from her, a senior
police official said. 

The woman had alleged
rape, assault and forced attempt
of religious conversion in her
complaint at the Bisrakh police
station, the official said.

“The complainant
informed the police that she
came across Intezar at a gym in
the Shahberi area. Intezar had
initially hid his identity from
her and identified himself as
'Sonu'.” 
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Congress leader Shashi
Tharoor on Thursday said

hostility towards others was not
the Hindu way and pointed out
that his favourite Hindu icon
Swami Vivekananda's
Hinduism was all-inclusive.

The author-turned-politi-
cian, who has written two
books on Hinduism, said that
many right-wing politicians
have been trying to appropri-
ate Swami Vivekananda by
selectively quoting him while
ignoring “the totality of his
message”.

“We are seeing some in the
BJP selectively quoting Swami

Vivekananda to show they are
following his path...(but) any-
one who has read the totality of
his message will understand
that he is talking of an all-inclu-
sive and all-embracing faith,”
Tharoor told PTI.

He added Vivekananda's
vision was “not of a Hinduism
which is intolerant”, while
speaking of the “attempts” by
the right wing to “appropriate”
the late 19th-century religious
reformer as an icon for their
political movement.

The 160th birth anniver-
sary of Swami Vivekananda,
the founder of the

Ramakrishna Mission, was cel-
ebrated earlier this year.

Tharoor said he was
shocked to see people
“weaponising their faith” in the
name of Hinduism in a man-
ner that is “hostile and aggres-
sive towards others”.

He stressed that “is simply
not the Hindu way”. The Lok
Sabha MP and best-selling
author, who sported a plaster
cast on an injured left foot, was
speaking on the sidelines of an
event organised as part of the
Apeejay Kolkata Literary
Festival.

“That is not what most of
us Hindus were taught as we
grew up in this country,”
Tharoor added.

He went on to assert that
the majority of Hindus did not
see their faith as one which
could be “brandished as a
weapon against people of other
faith”.
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During the travel of the
protectee, the required secu-
rity arrangements are made
by the CRPF in coordination
with the State police and the
security agencies in accor-
dance with guidelines.

Advisories based on
threat assessment have been
issued by the Home Ministry
to all stakeholders concerned
including the State
Governments.

An Advance Security
Liaison (ASL) is also under-
taken for every visit, the offi-
cials said.

For the Delhi leg of the
Bharat Jodo Yatra on
December 24, the ASL involv-
ing all stakeholders was con-
ducted on December 22 and
all security protocols have
been strictly followed, they
said.

The Delhi Police has
informed that sufficient
deployment of security per-
sonnel was made for it, they
said.

AICC general secretary K
C Venugopal had said in the
letter to Shah that the
Government should not
indulge in vindictive politics
and ensure the safety and

security of the Congress lead-
ers.

Referring to instances of
“miscreants” entering the
Yatra camp site illegally,
Venugopal had alleged that
they were Haryana’s intelli-
gence security personnel, who
interrogated people who took
part in the Yatra.

“The security of the yatra
was compromised on multi-
ple occasions following its
entry into Delhi on Saturday.
Delhi Police completely failed
to control the surging crowds
and maintain a perimeter
around Rahul, who has “Z+
Security,” he had 
alleged.

He said the situation was
so severe that Congress work-
ers and ‘Bharat yatris’ walking
with Rahul had to form a
security perimeter and “the
Delhi Police remained mute
spectators”.

Venugopal also sought
improved security for the
yatra as it is set to enter the
sensitive states of Punjab and
Jammu and Kashmir.

The Kanyakumari to
Kashmir yatra is scheduled to
resume on January 3, 2023,
after taking a nine-day break
in Delhi.
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From Page 1
“The initiative, if imple-

mented, can lead to a social
transformation for the
migrants and connect with
their roots as many times they
are reluctant to get themselves
enrolled at their place of work
for various reasons such as fre-
quently changing residences,
not enough social and emo-
tional connect with the issues
of an area of migration, unwill-
ingness to get their name delet-
ed in the electoral roll of their
home/native constituencies as
they have permanent resi-
dence/property,” it  said.

Terming the EC’s initiative
as an “excellent initiative”, for-
mer chief election commis-
sioner SY Quraishi welcomed
the move of the poll panel to
carry out a pilot, saying it will
help smoothen difficulties
faced by the system.  “If EC has
found an electronic solution,
that is very good and it is very
important that they are doing
it democratically. They have
called all political parties for a
demo which is a good thing,”
he said.

“Inability to vote due to
internal migration (domestic
migrants) is one of the promi-
nent reasons to be addressed to
improve voter turnout and
ensure participative elections.
Although there is no central
database available for migration
within the country, the analy-
sis of available data in public
domain points to work, mar-
riage and education related
migration as important com-

ponents of domestic migration.
Out-migration is predominant
among the rural population in
overall domestic migration.
Approximately 85% of the
internal migration is within the
States,” the EC said.

The voter turnout in the
2019 Lok Sabha elections was
67.4 per cent and the EC was
concerned over the issue of
over 30 crore electors not exer-
cising their franchise and also
differential voter turnout in
various states and union terri-
tories, it said. “It is understood
that there are multifarious rea-
sons for a voter not opting to
register in a new place of resi-
dence, thus missing out on
exercising the right to vote.
Inability to vote due to internal
migration (domestic migrants)
is one of the prominent reasons
to be addressed to improve
voter turnout and ensure par-
ticipative elections,” the EC
said.

The poll body has also
floated a concept note on
remote voting and sought the
views of political parties on the
legal, administrative and tech-
nological challenges in imple-
menting it.

Among the laws and rules
which would need an amend-
ment to implement remote
voting is The Representation of
People’s Act of 1950 and 1951,
The Conduct of Election Rules,
1961 and The Registration of
Electors Rules, 1960.

The EC noted that there
were multifarious reasons for a
voter not opting to register in
a new place of residence, thus
missing out on exercising the
right to vote.
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From Page 1
The Uttar Pradesh

Government had on
Wednesday appointed a five-
member commission for going
into the entire gamut of issues
for providing reservation to the
OBCs in urban local body
polls. The panel will be head-
ed by Justice (Retd) Ram Avtar
Singh. The four other members
are retired Indian
Administrative Service offi-
cers Chaub Singh Verma and
Mahendra Kumar, and former
legal advisors to the State
Santosh Kumar Viskarma and
Brajesh Kumar Soni.

The Lucknow bench of the
High Court had ordered that

the State Government should
notify the polls “immediately”
as the term of several munici-
palities would end by January
31, while annulling the
December 5 draft notification.

The court had directed the
State Election Commission to
hold the elections by January 31
after transferring the OBC
seats in the draft notification to
the general category. 

The HC order had come
on the pleas challenging the
preparation of the OBC reser-
vation draft without following
the “triple test” formula pre-
scribed by the Supreme Court.
The triple test requires setting
up a commission to hold a “rig-
orous empirical inquiry” into
the nature of the “backward-
ness” in the context of the local
bodies, specifying the propor-
tion of reservation based on the
commission’s recommenda-
tions, and ensuring that it does
not exceed the overall 50 per

cent quota limit. 
The High Court had held

the triple test condition for-
mulated by the Supreme Court
11 years ago mandatory. “Until
the triple test is completed in all
respects by the State
Government, no reservation
for backward class of citizens
shall be provided,” the order
said. It had said the term of the
municipal bodies in the state
has either ended or shall end by
January 31, 2023. 

Since the process of meet-
ing the triple test is “arduous
and is likely to take consider-
able time”, it had directed the
State Government and the State
Election Commission to noti-
fy the elections “immediately”
without the OBC quota. On the
reason for immediate notifica-
tion of the elections, it cited
Article 243U of the
Constitution on holding elec-
tions before the term of a
municipality expires. 
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Ramesh cited delay in the
announcement of the election
schedule in Gujarat, saying it
was done to give Prime
Minister Narendra Modi more
time for electioneering in his
home state. This also gave the
ruling dispensation free pass to
violate the model code of con-
duct by allowing a road show
on voting day in Gujarat, he
said.

The Congress alleged that
their representations to the
Election Commission seem to
have been falling on deaf ears.
“In Gujarat this time we also
saw suspicious voting numbers
which showed that 10-12% of
voters cast their votes in the last
hour of voting. This translates

into an impossible 25-30 sec-
onds being taken to cast each
vote. You need a minimum of
60 seconds to cast a vote. Now
imagine if these suspicious
patterns can be extended via a
multi-constituency voting
machine to other locations.
This would seriously under-
mine trust in the system,”
Ramesh mentioned in his state-
ment.

He recalled how the
Congress made constructive
suggestions in the past to
increase confidence in the vot-
ing process by expanding the
number of booths in which
Voter Verifiable Paper Audit
Trail (VVPAT) slips are count-
ed. “However this has also not
been accepted.

“We call on the Election
Commission to restore trust in
the electoral system with trans-
parency and via honest engage-
ment with the Opposition’s
concerns,” Ramesh said.
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The Dalai Lama is in Bodh

Gaya for his annual discourse
which is being held after a gap
of two years as the same was
suspended due to Covid-19
pandemic.

“We have some prelimi-
nary information about this
Chinese woman whose sketch-
es we have released. But there
is nothing concrete as of now.
Security is very tight in the area
around the Mahabodhi temple
where the frisking is intensive
and the number of CCTV
cameras has also been raised,”
Senior Superintendent of Police
of Gaya, Harpreet Kaur had
said earlier during the day.
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This is the second major

hurdle that the film ‘Pathaan’
has faced ahead of its much-
awaited release when the film’s
track ‘Besharam Rang’ went
online on December 12.

The song track created
quite a buzz on social media
circles. While many people
liked the peppiness in the track
starring SRK and Deepika,
others found the song objec-
tionable over the use of saffron
and green costumes, so much
so that  some activists staged a
protest and burnt the effigies of
Deepika and SRK
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Amock drill organised at a
river in this central Kerala

district to assess the disaster
management agencies' pre-
paredness to deal with floods
turned tragic on Wednesday
after a volunteer died in an
accident while participating in
it, police said.

The police said Binu
Soman, 34, was seen drowning
while participating in the mock
drill at Manimala river near
Keezhvaipur. He was rescued
and admitted to a private med-
ical college hospital in
Thiruvalla by the officials of
National Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA) but he
died in the while undergoing
treatment, they said. 

Mock drills were held at
various places in
Pathanamthitta district on
Thursday as part of assessing
the disaster management
team's preparedness to deal
with floods and landslides,
officials said. 
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In a bid to ensure foolproof
security during New Year's

Eve, the Gurugram Police on
Thursday issued an advisory to
maintain law and order in the
city ahead of New Year cele-
brations. 

As per an advisory, a num-
ber of 4,000 cops along with
additional police forces have
been deployed under the super-
vision of the concerned assis-
tant commissioner of police
(ACP) and deputy commis-
sioner of police (DCP). 

The policemen will be
equipped with necessary secu-
rity equipment across the city.
Traffic Police will be present at
various places to facilitate traf-
fic movement.

To ensure safety across the
district, the Deputy
Commissioners of Police
(DCPs), Assistant Police
Commissioners (ACPs), station
house officers (SHOs), all
Crime Branch In-Charges and
all Traffic Police In-Charges

have also been posted. Apart
from this, the Special police
forces including Police Riders,
Police PCR, Intelligence Teams,
the crime investigation team,
female cops, Cranes, Fire
Brigade and Ambulance Police
Teams have also been deployed
along with all the security
equipment to tackle any situa-
tion. 

“As like every year a new
year celebration event will be
organised in at least 100 loca-
tions.

These include hotels, clubs,
restaurants and malls etc so as
to avoid any unwanted inci-
dents we have intensified secu-
rity across the district. The
Special Forces will keep an eye
on anti-social elements to avoid
any incident,” said Preet Pal
Sangwan, ACP (crime).

Moreover, a number of
police checkpoints have also
been put up at Chakkarpur
Road, MG Road, Cyber Hub,
KOD Sector-29, Huda Ground,
Bristol Chowk, Good Earth
Mall, Sikanderpur, Iffco Chowk
and Weston Hotel T-Point.
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After the request of the
people of Haryana, the

Delhi Government on
Wednesday extended the
Delhi Transport Corporation
(DTC) bus services to AIIMS
situated at Badsa. These buses
services will start from January
2023.

Informing about the route
of the buses, a senior transport
department official said that
the bus plying on this route
will have a stop on several
locations including Najafgarh

Terminal, Prem Nursery,
Mitraon Village, Surhera
Crossing, Ravata Crossing,
Samaspur Khalsa, Ujwa,
Malikpur Jar Crossing, Ravata,
Daurala Border, Makrola
Village, Makrola Factory,
Kaliabas Mod, Kaliabas
Village, Iqbalpur Village, and
the final stop will be at AIIMS
Badsa.

“It is worth mentioning
that Badsa village of Haryana
is located adjoining Najafgarh
constituency in Delhi. Many
people from here are daily
commuters to Delhi. Many of
them have jobs and other

work in Delhi, but due to lack
of bus facility in this entire
area towards Haryana, the
local people are facing prob-
lems commuting for day to
day work,” he said.

“When this issue was
brought to the notice of Delhi
Transport Minister, he took
immediate action and got the
route surveyed. “The new ser-
vice is expected to start as early
as January 2023. It may very
well be the New year gift to
these people who will get to
travel in safer, more conve-
nient and affordable public
transport,” he added.
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The Delhi Police on
Thursday said more than

18,000 of its personnel from
district and traffic units will be
deployed across the national
Capital to ensure security dur-
ing New Year celebrations.
The traffic will be restricted at
Connaught Place from 8 pm on
Saturday and an alcometer will
be used for the drunk driving
challans.

Special Commissioner of
Police (law and order)
Dependra Pathak said, "Police
have made adequate security
arrangements. Over 16,500
personnel from local police
will be deployed across the city
on Saturday in view of the New
Year celebrations. 

More than 20 companies
from outside forces will be
given to different districts.
Pathak further said more than
1,600 pickets for checking,
over 1,200 mobile patrolling
vehicles and 2,074 bikes will be
deployed.

"This time, there will be
anti-terror measures in high
footfall areas where local police,
in real-time coordination with
the Special Cell, has made the
arrangements. Our motive is

that the people in Delhi would
celebrate New Year in a better
and facilitated manner."
"Women safety will also be our
focus area and more than 2,500
women personnel will be
deployed in the city," Pathak
said.

Special Commissioner of
Police (Traffic) S S Yadav said,
"Around 1,850 personnel from
traffic police will be deployed
along with local police staff for
joint checking for which the
points have been identified. We
have identified around 125
points of drunk and drive. 

The traffic will be restrict-
ed to enter Connaught Place
after 8 pm on Saturday and
only authorised vehicles will be

allowed there. Mobile teams
will also be placed which will
take action against anti-drunk-
en driving, underage driving,
black film on cars' glasses etc."  

The deployment this time
will be divided into two shifts
for giving adequate cover. The
shifts will start from 4 to 5 pm
till early morning and both the
shifts will overlap each other. 

There will be over 300
"arrest parties" at various loca-
tions which will take action
against those who will break
the laws, they said.  "If you are
going in a car or on bike,
please make sure that the dri-
ver or rider is not in inebriat-
ed state. The comprehensive
police presence will be in high

footfall and vulnerable areas,"
Pathak said.The city police has
also issued an advisory related
to traffic arrangements on the
eve of New Year warning of
strict action against drunken
driving, stunt biking, over
speeding, reckless driving, zig-
zag and dangerous driving.

The advisory said special
arrangements have been made
for the areas in the vicinity of
Connaught Place.

For Connaught Place, the
commuters can park their vehi-
cles near Gole Dak Khana on,
Patel Chowk, Mandi House,
Minto Road on DD Upadhaya
Marg and Press Road area,
Panchkuian Road, K.G. Marg-
Ferozshah Road Crossing on
Copernicus Lane as well as KG
Marg towards C hexagon,
round about Bengali Market,
etc., it said.

Limited parking space will
be available near Connaught
Place on first come first serve
basis. Vehicles parked in unau-
thorised manner shall be towed
away and prosecuted, it stated.  

The Delhi Traffic Police
has made elaborate traffic
arrangements at and around
India Gate for regulation of
traffic — both pedestrian and
vehicular.
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From decking up their out-
lets to hiring extra staff and

setting things up for live musi-
cal performances, restaurants
across the national Capital are
gearing up to welcome guests
for the New Year celebrations.

With 2023 just two days
away, the restauranters are
excited for what they expect to
be a bumper week for the
hospitality industry, which was
one of the worst-hit by the
multiple waves of the deadly
Covid-19 pandemic.

Over the past three years,
the pandemic forced many
restaurants to shut down per-
manently or let go many of
their staff. The celebrations
were eclipsed for the past two
years. Things have changed
now!

Zen at Connaught Place,
which is one of the longstand-
ing Asian restaurants plating
authentic Chinese, Japanese
and Thai dishes, has hired
extra staff and is in all readiness
to welcome revellers. "We had

decorated all our restaurants
during pre-Christmas celebra-
tions keeping in mind new
year. We are all geared up to
receive people here in our
restaurants. We have already
hired extra staff since the
turnover is expected to be
much higher this festive sea-
son," Manpreet Singh, the
owner of the Zen restaurant,
said

"This period between
Christmas and New Year is
when we get maximum gross
in the year. Now our daily sales
have gone up to more than 50

per cent in this last few days,"
he said. Singh also owns Fujiya
restaurant at Malcha road
which serves Chinese,
Japanese, Asian among other
International cuisines. 

"We have already started
getting advance table bookings.
So, we are expecting good
sales. In fact, we have organised
live music at our Chungwa
restaurant in Greater Kailash -
II," he added.

Restauranters said while
many revellers, especially the
youth, prefer parties and live
music, there's also a section of

people who like to celebrate the
festivities with their families
and love to spend quality time
with them.  For those prefer-
ring a calm ambience can head
to centres like Digging Cafe
and Beer Cafe.       

"Our restaurant will open
as usual at 11:30 am. Our cafe
is already decked up for the fes-
tive season. We are expecting
good crowd and have already
started maintaining Covid pro-
tocols be it wearing masks,
putting gloves or using sani-
tisers.

"Christmas was good, and
we are definitely expecting a
good turnout for New Year as
well and it is going to be first
come first serve basis," KK
Devnath, Group General
Manager of Digging Cafe, said.

Rahul Singh, Founder of
Beer Cafe said, "The idea of
Beer cafe is always come as you
are. A lot of people don't like
loud music and prefer to go out
with families. Most of the
places don't allow that to hap-
pen. Ours is a place which is
family friendly. 

�����$�(�$�$�� 7A16$

The Noida Authority has
announced a hike in land

purchase rate from farmers to
Rs 5,324 per square metres
from the existing Rs 5,060 per
square metres. The authority
also said that it would bring a
scheme to facilitate resettle-
ment of dues in group housing
projects and sports city plots to
help home buyers with the
registry.

It further amended provi-
sions related to time extension
for completion of projects by
real estate developers. 

The decisions were taken
during the 208th board meet-
ing of the Noida Authority
chaired by Uttar Pradesh
Infrastructure and Industrial
Development Commissioner
Arvind Kumar.

Noida Authority CEO Ritu
Maheshwari and Uttar Pradesh
Financial Corporation
Managing Director Rajshekhar
also attended the meeting held
here on Wednesday. Regarding
determination of rates of land
to be purchased from farmers

by mutual agreement, the state-
ment read, “On the basis of reg-
istered sale deed, purchase was
being made by the Noida
Authority at the rate of Rs 5,060
per sq m. It was decided to
increase it to Rs 5,324 per sq m
in public interest.”

For facilitation of resettle-
ment in residential projects of
group housing, the Noida
Authority said, “In order to
solve the problems in the reg-
istry of flats owners, the facil-
ity of rescheduling will be
brought from 01.01.2023 to
31.03.2023 for depositing over-
dues for residential and sports
city plots in Group Housing,
Commercial Department.”

“Under the rescheduling
facility, the instalments will be
rescheduled by capitalizing the
overdue amount of premi-
um/interest/ or earlier resched-
uled premium/interest and
additional compensation, lease
rent and overdue future instal-
ments. The tenure of the
rescheduled payment plan will
not exceed two years.”

It also announced bringing
in a three months' amnesty
scheme for exemption of inter-
est on water charges and reg-
ularization of unauthorized
water connections which will
be applicable only till March 31,
2023 after which normal rates
of recovery would apply,
according to the statement.

On extension of time fixed
for completion of work in
builders plots, the Noida
Authority said that in order to
encourage speedy execution
of sub-lease deed of flats in
favour of home buyers, it has
been decided that time exten-
sion fee would be charges on
the basis of area constructed
and the remaining area on the
project.
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In a shocking case of cruelty
against animals, two stray

puppies were strangled to death
and the carcasses hanged at a
vacant plot in Delhi's Dwarka
Sector 9 on Wednesday.

The body of one of the
dogs was found hanging from
a tree, while the other was dis-
covered lying near a wall. 

The Delhi Police has reg-
istered a case under Indian
Penal Code section 429  (mis-
chief by killing or maiming ani-
mal) was registered on
Wednesday at Dwarka South
police station. The officials are
analysing CCTV footage of
the area to identify the culprit.

The matter came to light
when senior Congress leader
and lawyer Abhishek Manu
Singhvi took to Twitter posting
a screenshot of a Facebook post
informing about the alleged
incident. 

The screenshot also
showed the purported photos
of two dogs. One of them is
seen hanging from a tree, while

the carcass of the other is lying
on ground.  

The Facebook post claimed
that the incident took place on
Tuesday evening. 

"This is unbelievable. How.
Anyone can think of doing this,
much less do it, is unimagin-
able. Logic says no but the full
force of the heart says the per-
petrators must meet same fate
as victims," Singhvi tweeted.

As per the post in the
Facebook group ?SGACC
(Sanjay Gandhi Animal Care
Center), the puppies were killed
in an empty plot next to Azad
Hind Apartments in sector 9 in
Dwarka on the evening of 27th
December when they were left
alone after their mother was
taken away for sterilization. 

"The puppies were healthy,
immunized, dewormed and
well-fed. They used to remain
inside the vacant plot itself.
Four of their siblings who sur-
vived have been shifted to a
local shelter till their mother
returns after sterilization," the
post added. 

The Delhi Police has reg-

istered an FIR in the matter on
a complaint from a communi-
ty dog feeder Vanessa
Alphonso who had found their
bodies on Wednesday morn-
ing, they said.  

"The puppies were vulner-
able as their mother was taken
away by MCD officials for
sterilisation surgery on Tuesday
morning. Six puppies were liv-
ing on a vacant land around the
local elementary school. 

On Tuesday evening we
could not spot two of them. We
thought they could be playing
around," Alphonso said.  The
next morning, when she went
to feed the puppies, she noticed
something red lying in the

bushes which was the carcass of
a puppy.  The carcass of anoth-
er puppy was hanging from a
noose on a tree, she said as she
broke down while narrating the
grotesque discovery.   She alert-
ed the police, who rushed to the
scene and took the carcasses for
autopsy. According to the com-
plainant, the crime was dis-
covered when the feeders had
gone in search of the dogs.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Dwarka) Harsha
Vardhan said, a complaint was
received on Wednesday regard-
ing killing of stray dogs in a
secluded park in Dwarka
Sector-9.

"A case under Indian Penal
Code section 429 (mischief by
killing or maiming animal)
was registered on Wednesday
at Dwarka South police station.
The post-mortem of the car-
casses was conducted. Efforts
are being made to identify and
arrest the accused," Vardhan
said. The shocker in Dwarka is
the latest in a series of animal
cruelty incidents reported in
recent past.
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The Delhi Government on
Thursday gave green single

to a draft Solar Policy 2022
aiming to enable 25 per cent of
the city's annual electricity
demand to be met by solar by
2025, a jump of three times
from 9 per cent in 2022.  

The policy outlines a target
of 6,000 MW of total installed
solar capacity by 2025 which
will make the national capital
a leader in solar energy con-
sumption. The operative peri-
od of the policy will be three
years.

The draft policy said that to
motivate consumers to use
solar energy the government
will provide various incentives
such as Rs 3/kWh for residen-
tial solar systems up to 3 kW,
Rs 2/kWh for residential solar
systems above 3 kW, and up to
10kW, Rs 2/kWh for CGHS
and RWAs with solar systems
up to 500kW (at 10kW per
house) will be provided to
consumers.

Releasing the draft policy,
Delhi Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia said that the
Delhi government has come up
with a draft solar policy 2022.
“The policy will now be put in
the public domain for 30 days
for comments from stakehold-
ers. Subsequently, it will be
tabled in Cabinet for final
approval,” he said.

“Apart from this, the gov-
ernment will give an early-bird
GBI of Rs 1/kWh shall be
offered for the first time for
C&I consumers for the first 200
MW of solar deployment, For
residential consumers, a capi-
tal subsidy for mounting struc-
tures will be provided at the
rate of Rs. 2,000 per kW up to

a maximum of Rs 10,000 per
consumer and adjusted against
electricity bills, and taxes and
duties will not be levied on gen-
eration from RTS, whether for
self-consumption or supplied
to the grid,” Sisodia added.

“New solar policy will pro-
vide a host of benefits through
Generation Based Incentives
(GBI) and capital subsidy for
residential and commercial
consumers in Delhi, besides
introducing innovative models
of solar deployment.

With this policy, our aim
is to make Delhi a leader in
solar energy consumption in
not only India but also the
world,” said Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia, while
speaking about Delhi’s Draft
Solar Policy.

“The policy has been pre-
pared by Delhi Dialogue and
Development Commission
(DDCD) after extensive stake-
holder consultations with the
industry, consumers, govern-
ment entities, financing insti-
tutions, and clean energy think
tanks. Along with increasing
solar energy consumption, the
policy also aims to generate
over 12,000 green jobs in
Delhi,” Deputy CM said.
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The AAP on Thursday
alleged that BJP MLA

Abhay Verma has abused and
slapped a sanitation worker in
the national capital. However,
the Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) asked the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), East District to lodge a
First Information Report (FIR)
against the culprits.

Releasing a purported
video of Verma, AAP MLA
Kuldeep Kumar alleged that the
BJP, which was in power in the
MCD earlier, had "halted the
salaries of the sanitation work-
ers".

"In this video, a BJP leader,
Abhay Verma, who is the MLA

from Lakshmi Nagar, can be
seen beating up a safai karam-
chari along with his men and
also abusing him very badly. He
has used words which we can-
not tell the media present over
here. That's how vulgar his lan-
guage is in this video. Also, in
the video you can see how
ruthlessly Verma beats up a
safai karamchari. This is the
true face of this MLA and of
the BJP," Kumar said.

"It is clear that BJP is an
anti-Dalit party. The saffron
party is rattled with its defeat
in MCD and is venting out its
anger on the sanitation work-
ers of the underprivileged sec-
tions of society. It is clearly vis-
ible in the video that Abhay
Verma is slapping the worker,

abusing his mother." He said.
Kumar said that this is

very unfortunate that the BJP,
which still has not recovered
from the shock of the MCD
loss, is now taking its revenge
against the safai karamcharis.
Most of these people come
from marginalised communi-
ties and are not very well off.
The BJP did not pay their
salaries on time during its 15-
year tenure and did not clear
their arrears. Now the they
reached a point where it is
attacking these safai karam-
charis.

Senior AAP leader Rakhi
Birla said they will meet Delhi
Police and ask them to provide
security to the safai karam-
charis in Delhi. 

�����$�(�$�$�� 7�;�6�<'1

The Municipal Corporation
of Delhi (MCD) on

Thursday announced it has
allocated more than Rs 13
crore for desilting of drains
under its jurisdiction for the
next year. The desilting will be
done in two phases at an inter-
val of six months — June 5 and
January 15. 

New Delhi will be hosting
eight G20 events starting from
March 1, 2023 with the meet-
ing of G20 foreign ministers
and culminating with that of
heads of governments and
states on September 9-10.

According to a senior
MCD official, the Corporations

in its budget for 2023-2024,
have allocated Rs13.76 crores
which will be spent across all
12 zones. The MCD has fixed
June 5 for the first phase of
desilting of drains and January
15 for the second phase.

“The civic body has been
carrying out desilting of drains
during pre monsoon period
and completing the exercise by
end of June every year.
However, in order to combat
problem of water logging, the

municipal corporation has
decided to carry out desilting
of drains in two tranches. Now,
desilting will be carried out in
the months of June and January
every year,” he said.

“Not only this, the corpo-
ration has decided that after
completion of first phase of
cleaning of drains by June 20,
the citizens will be asked for
their feedback or to register
their complaints along with the
photographs through MCD's
toll free number or on
MCD311 Application,” he said.

“Upon receipt of such com-
plaint, a period of 15 days will
be granted to contractor to
desilt or cleanse the drains as
per feedback,” he underlined.
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Delhi Lieutenant Governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena on

Thursday laid the foundation
stone of a park being built as
part of a project that consoli-
dates seven fragmented green
pockets into one horticultural
space.  

Once completed, the pro-
ject located in Ashok Vihar
Phase II will turn the area into
one large park, named
'Vaishnavi', spanning nearly
33 acres.

According to a senior offi-
cial at Raj Niwas, the project
consolidates seven fragmented
green pockets at Ashok Vihar
Phase II to develop one large
park of approximately 33 acres
that has been named
“Vaishnavi” — a name given to
the plant Tulsi, the most sacred
of all plants, also another name
of “Goddess Parvati” and also
“she who belongs to Lord
Vishnu”. The Landscape
scheme captures the space
symbolism from Samkhya
Philosophy. 
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Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi will resume his

Bharat Jodo Yatra from
Hanuman Mandir in the
Yamuna Bazar area on January
3 and head towards Uttar
Pradesh's Ghaziabad. This has
been stated by Delhi Congress
president Anil Chaudhary said
on Thursday.

Inspecting the routes with
other senior party leaders,
Chaudhary said enough secu-
rity arrangements should be
made when the yatra resumes
from Delhi and moves towards
Uttar Pradesh.

"We inspected the routes
from where the Bharat Jodo
Yatra will resume on January 3.
Rahul Gandhi along with other
leaders will resume the yatra
from Hanuman Mandir in the

Yamuna Bazar area and head
towards Loni in Ghaziabad,"
Chaudhary said. 

The Congress on
Wednesday had written to
Home Minister Amit Shah,

alleging security breaches dur-
ing the yatra in the city and
demanded immediate steps to

ensure the security of Gandhi
and others taking part in the
march. Dismissing the allega-
tions, the officials said the
security arrangements made
for the protectee works fine
when the protectee himself
adheres to the laid down secu-
rity guidelines.

However, they alleged that
on several occasions, viola-
tions of laid down guidelines
on the part of Rahul Gandhi
have been observed and this
fact has been communicated to
him from time to time.

Chaudhary alleged that
there were loopholes in the
security from Badarpur border
itself and that the situation
deteriorated at the Red Fort. 

"There were loopholes in
the security right from when
the yatra entered via Badarpur
border in Delhi. The situation

got worse as it reached Red Fort
later in the day. The yatra has
to go to Punjab and Kashmir
too and hence, enough securi-
ty arrangements should be
made for it," he claimed.

The yatra, which is cur-
rently on winter break, will
resume its journey on January
3 and enter Uttar Pradesh.
The yatra covered over 130 km
in the first phase in Haryana
between December 21-23
when it passed through Nuh,
Gurugram and Faridabad dis-
tricts.

The yatra, a mass contact
initiative of the Congress, start-
ed from Kanyakumari on
September 7 and covered Tamil
Nadu, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka, Telangana,
Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh,
Haryana and Delhi in the first
phase.
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Boosting its operational
capabilities, the IAF on

Thursday successfully test-fired
the extended range version of
the BrahMos air-launched mis-
sile, which can hit targets at a
range of about 400 km.  The
test was carried out when a Su-
30 MKI fighter jet launched the
missile against a ship target.

The supersonic cruise mis-
sile achieved the desired mis-
sion objectives in the Bay of
Bengal region and with the suc-
cessful test, the Indian Air
Force achieved a capability
boost to carry out precision
strikes from Su-30 fighter air-
craft against land/ sea targets
over long ranges, the defence
ministry said. "The extended
range capability of the missile
coupled with the high perfor-

mance of the SU-30MKI air-
craft gives the Indian Air Force
a strategic reach and allows it
to dominate the future battle
fields," the ministry statement
added. The successful test fir-
ing was a joint effort by the Air
Force, Indian Navy, the
Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO), Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited (HAL),
and the BrahMos Aerospace
Limited(BAPL).

In May this year, the
extended-range version of the
supersonic missile was suc-
cessfully tested from the SU-30.
The extended range was
reported to have increased to
350 km from 290 km.  The suc-
cessful test conducted in May
was the first instance in which
the missile was test fired from
the Su-30MKI fighter jet. The
BrahMos supersonic cruise

missile has a two-stage solid
propellant booster engine as its
first stage which takes it to
supersonic speed. The second
stage is the liquid ramjet engine
which takes it closer to Mach
3 (3 times the speed of sound)
speed in the cruise phase.
BrahMos missile is universal
for multiple platforms and can
be launched from air, land, and
sea platforms. The missile
works on the 'Fire and Forget
principle' and maintains a high
supersonic throughout the

flight. The missile has a low
radar signature. Brahmos
supersonic missile is a joint
venture between Russia and
India.  

The sophisticated missile is
already inducted into the Army
and Navy.  Many Brahmos
missiles are now deployed
along the Line of Actual
Control(LAC)facing China. On
November 30, the Army test
fired the extended range
Brahmos from the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands.
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Amidst reports that a Hindu
woman was beheaded and

her body mutilated in Pakistan
on Wednesday, Ministry of
External Affairs said here on
Thursday it did not have spe-
cific details adding Pakistan is
responsible for safety and secu-
rity of minorities there.

Making this assertion here,
ministry spokesperson
Arindam Bagchi said “We don't
have any specific details on this
report. Pakistan is responsible
for the safety and security of
minorities in their country.’

This reaction came in the
backdrop of reports a 40 year-
old woman, Daya Bhel, was
killed in Sinjhoro town of
Pakistan.  This alleged incident
was highlighted in a tweet
message by Krishna Kumari,
Pakistan's first female senator

from the Hindu community.
The Pakistan Peoples
Party(PPP) leader said skin
was peeled off from the victim's
body and face. The woman is
survived by four children.  She
was a widow.

The lawmaker’s tweet said
"Daya Bhel 40 years widow
brutally murdered and body
was found in very bad condi-
tion. Her head was separated
from the body and the savages
had removed flesh of the whole
head. Visited her village. Police
teams from Sinjhoro and
Shahpurchakar also reached."

Jiyala Amar lal Bheel(PPP)
claimed that the mutilated
body was found in an agricul-
ture field on Wednesday and
police have gathered details
from the woman's family. 

As per the PPP leader, a
post-mortem has been done
and further investigation is
underway.
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In an effort to provide robust
dwelling units to soldiers, the

Army has inaugurated its first
ever 3D-printed accommoda-
tion at Ahmedabad
Cantonment.  

Some such units are also
functional in Ladakh and the
coming months will see more
such facilities coming all along
the Line of Actual
Control(LAC)facing China.

Giving details of the unique
endeavour to boost operational
readiness of the troops, defence
ministry officials said here on
Thursday the units in
Ahmedabad were inaugurated
on Wednesday.  The houses
were built in just 12 weeks.

The 3D printing technolo-
gy uses complex software and
a robotic unit that helps in cre-
ating a structure through mul-
tiple stages from a digital
model. 

The Indian Army inaugu-
rated its first 3D-printed house
dwelling unit (with ground-
plus one configuration) for
soldiers at Ahmedabad
Cantonment, officials said.  The
dwelling unit has been con-
structed by the Military
Engineering Services (MES)
in collaboration with MiCoB
Pvt Ltd incorporating the lat-
est 3D rapid construction tech-

nology.
Construction work of the

dwelling unit measuring 71
sqm with garage space was
completed in just 12 weeks by
utilising the 3D-printed foun-
dation, walls and slabs, officials
said. 

The disaster-resilient struc-
tures comply with zone-3
earthquake specifications and
green building norms. The 3-
D printed houses are symbol-
ic of the modern-day rapid
construction efforts to cater for
growing accommodation
requirements of the armed
forces personnel. 

The technique utilises a
concrete 3D printer that
accepts a computerised three-
dimensional design and fabri-
cates a 3D structure in a layer-
by-layer manner by extruding
a specialised type of concrete
specifically designed for the

purpose. Ahmedabad-based
Golden Katar Division of the
Army has been instrumental in
pursuing the project with man-
ifold applications even in oper-
ations, the statement said.

The Army units have
already dovetailed 3D printing
technology in the construction
of pre-casted permanent
defences and overhead protec-
tion meant for operations.
These structures are currently
being validated over a period of
one year and can be seen being
incorporated in all terrains, the
recent being in Ladakh.

Sources in November had
said the Indian Army has envi-
sioned the construction of
“permanent defences” along
the LAC in eastern Ladakh
using cutting-edge 3D printing
technology, a move that will
save time and improve its
defence preparedness.
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BJP Rajya Sabha  MP
Sudhanshu Trivedi on

Thursday made twin attack
on  Congress and its president
Mallikarjun Kharge, saying
that he is only the party's ‘face
mask’ and that the ‘real leader’
is the Gandhi family as he also
claimed that the Opposition
party’s  ‘Hindu tilt” was only for
their votes  and to gain power.

The BJP leader  cited senior
Congress leader A K Antony’s
statement here a day before
and alleged that  Congress
“Hindu tilt” was  only for
gaining Hindu community’s
vote and regaining power.  

“Congress acts to be pro-
Hindu when out of power and
when in power it conspires to
portray Hindus as terrorists”,
alleged Trivedi. The BJP leader

was responding to Antony's
comments on his party's foun-
dation day. Addressing an event
marking the party’s foundation
day here,  Antony, a member of
the Congress Working
Committee,  said the Congress
should take the majority com-
munity along with it to bring
down the BJP from power in
the 2024 General Election, and
that minorities are “not enough
in this fight”. The senior
Congress leader had  further
said that majority of the peo-

ple in India are Hindus, and
this majority community
should be marshalled in the
“fight against Narendra Modi”.
Trivedi also quotd  report of  a
committee presided by  Antony
which after 2014 electoral
defeat said that  the main rea-
son for their party’s  poll revers-
es was its “tilt towards
Muslims” and emphasized on
the need to be identified with
the Hindu community.

In another attack on the
opposition party,  the BJP
leader said its  incumbent pres-
ident is only a mask while the
real powers are being held by
the Gandhi family.

“Salman Khurshid said that
Mallikarjun Kharge has been
elected as Congress chief for
work only but the real leader is
Gandhi family”,  Trivedi point-
ed out. 
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The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Thursday

conducted searches at 56 loca-
tions in Kerala in connection
with the case related to unlaw-
ful and violent activities being
carried out by Popular Front of
India (PFI), its office bear-
ers/cadres/members and affil-
iates.   

“PFI has been found justi-
fying the use of criminal force
and encouraging vulnerable
youth to join terrorist organi-

zations,” the NIA said in a
statement. 

The searches led to the
recovery and seizure of sharp
edged weapons, incriminating
material and digital devices.
This case was registered suo-
moto on September 19.

Searches were conducted at
residences of seven State
Executive Committee mem-
bers, seven Zonal Heads of PFI,
15 Physical Training
Instructors-Trainers of PFI,
houses of sevenPFI cadres
trained in use of knives, dag-

gers, swords and other types of
weapons to carry out murder-
ous violent acts and 20 other
suspects in the districts of
Trivandrum (3), Kollam (3),
Pathanamthitta (3), Kottayam
(2), Alappuzha (3), Ernakulam
(13), Thrissur (2), Palakkad (1),
Malappuram (7), Kozhikode
(4), Kannur (9) and Wayanad
(6), the agency said. Searches
today have led to the recovery
and seizure of sharp edged
weapons, incriminating mate-
rial and digital devices. Earlier
on September 22, the NIA had

conducted searches at 24 loca-
tions in Kerala, including

offices of PFI and residences of
13 accused persons.
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The CBI on Thursday con-
ducted searches at 91 loca-

tions across the country in
connection with its investiga-
tion against several State med-
ical councils and foreign med-
ical graduates who were
allowed to practise in India
without qualifying a mandato-
ry test.

The agency had registered
an FIR against unknown offi-
cials of 14 State medical coun-
cils and erstwhile Medical
Council of India (MCI)
besides 73 foreign medical
graduates who were allowed to
practice medicine in India
without qualifying the manda-
tory Foreign Medical Graduate
Examination (FMGE), officials
said.

According to norms, a for-
eign medical graduate must
qualify FMGE/Screening Test
conducted by the National
Board of Examination in order
to get provisional or permanent
registration with the National
Medical Commission or a state
medical council to practice
medicine in India.

The NBE sends its results
to candidates as well as coun-
cils. When fake eligibility cer-
tificates were produced by
these candidates, medical
councils could have verified it
from the results directly sent to
them by NBE, they said. 

The CBI has registered the
case of alleged corruption,
criminal conspiracy, forgery
and cheating against unidenti-
fied officials of state medical
councils, the erstwhile Medical
Council of India, and 73 for-
eign medical graduates, the
officials said. 

The agency conducted

searches at around 91 locations
including at Delhi, Chandigarh,
Amritsar, Gurdaspur, Bhatinda,
Khanna, Karnal,
Sawaimadhopur, Narvana,
Hamirpur, Shimla, Jammu,
Srinagar, Dehradun,
Ghaziabad, Guwahati, Tezpur.

Searches were also con-
ducted at Imphal, Sikkim,
Rajpur, Patna, Munger,
Mumbai, Jaipur, Sikar,
Vijayawada, Warangal,
Tirunelveli, Madurai, Bhopal,
Nagpur, Buldana, Pune,
Jalgaon, Darbhanga, Bhagalpur,
Champaran, Begusarai,
Bokaro, Vizag, Hajipur, Vaishali
and Nalanda among others at
the premises of certain Medical
Councils as well as Foreign
Medical Graduates (FMGs)
which led to recovery of several
incriminating documents,
including fake Pass Certificates
of the FMG Examination.

“The CBI had registered a
case on December 21 against
unknown public servants of
State Medical Councils and

MCI; 73 Foreign Medical
Graduates and other unknown
public servants/private per-
sons on the allegations of irreg-
ularities in registration of
Foreign Medical Graduates
with Medical Councils in sev-
eral States on the basis of fake
certificates of qualifying
Foreign Medical Graduates
Examination conducted by
National Board of
Examinations in Medical
Sciences (NBEMS),” the CBI
said in a statement.

It has been alleged that as
many as 73 Foreign Medical
Graduates, who failed to qual-
ify the mandatory qualifying
examination managed to get
themselves registered with
Medical Councils in several
States, it said.  

It was further alleged that
registration on such fake cer-
tificates enabled the candi-
dates to practice or to secure
jobs with hospitals across the
country. Investigation is con-
tinuing, it added.  
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The Indian Air Force, bol-
stered by its full comple-

ment of Rafale combat jets, on
Thursday launched a major
exercise covering the
Northeastern region amid a
fresh spike of border tension
with China along the Line of
Actual Control in Arunachal
Pradesh.

The two-day mega exercise
is involving almost all its front-
line fighter jets and other assets
deployed in the region, people
familiar with the drill said.  In
a tweet, the IAF said the last of
the 36 Rafale jets joined the
force. The IAF inducted the
Rafale aircraft into its 101
Squadron of the Eastern Air
Command at the Hasimara in
July last year.

The first Rafale squadron
with around 18 jets is based in
Ambala air base. "FEET DRY!
'The Pack is Complete'. The last
of the 36 IAF Rafales landed in
India after a quick enroute sip
from a UAE Air Force tanker,"
the IAF said. 

Sources said the French-
manufactured jet joined the
second Rafale squadron in
Hasimara that increased its
strength to 18 aircraft. They
said the second squadron of
Rafale jets was to be part of the
mega air exercise along with
other key assets such as Sukhoi-
30MKI aircraft under the

Eastern Air Command. 
An IAF official said the

exercise was planned well in
advance and it is not associat-
ed with recent developments in
the Tawang sector.  On
Monday, the Indian Army said
troops from the two sides
clashed along the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) in the
Tawang sector and the face-off
led to "minor injuries" to a few
personnel from both sides".

The face-off took place
amid the over 30-month bor-
der standoff between the two
sides in eastern Ladakh. All
frontline air bases and some
key Advanced Landing
Grounds in the Northeast are
set to be involved in the exer-

cise, said a source.  The Army
and IAF have been maintain-
ing a high state of operational
readiness along the LAC in the
Arunachal Pradesh and the
Sikkim sector for over two
years following the eastern
Ladakh row.  

The IAF scrambled fighter
jets last week following China's
increasing air activities on its
side of the LAC in the Tawang
sector of Arunachal Pradesh.

The deployment of some
aerial platforms including
drones by China in the region
preceded the Chinese attempts
on December 9 to unilaterally
change the status quo in the
Yangtse area of the Tawang sec-
tor, the sources said.
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Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Thursday called

upon all Union Territories to
exchange best practices while
stressing on safe UTs, comple-
tion of flagship schemes, min-
imum Government and max-
imum governance and zero
tolerance against corruption. 

He said the Union
Territories should become
models of self-reliance and
every Union Territory should
be proud of its heritage. 

The Home Minister also
said that immense tourism
potential will be developed in
Union Territories. He was
addressing of Union Territories
here. 

In his address, the Home
Minister emphasized on mak-
ing Union Territories a role
model for the country and
said that if the potential of
Union Territories is fully har-
nessed, India will be able to
achieve the goal of becoming
the third largest economy in the
world. 

Shah also directed the
Union Territories to prepare
their vision for 2047. He said
that Union Territories should
take inspiration from the Prime
Minister  Narendra Modi's
motto of "vocal for local" and

"Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat"
while striving to become a
hub of tourism, development
and welfare. 

“The conference provided
an opportunity for cross learn-
ing and knowledge sharing
between Union Territories and
other stakeholders, as well as a
platform for Union Territories
to voice their aspirations,
achievements, local priorities
and unique challenges….. 

The three working areas -
economic development,
tourism and flagship plans and
best practices were discussed in
detail and shaped the agenda of
the conference,” said Home
Ministry in a statement. 

The conference was attend-
ed by the Minister of State for
Home Affairs Nityanand Rai,
Cabinet Rajiv Gauba Secretary,
Home Secretary Ajay Kumar
Bhalla, Chief Secretaries
/Advisor to the Administrator
and other officers of the Union
Territories, the Ministry of
Home Affairs and senior offi-
cers from the concerned
Central Ministries.
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Taking cognisance of a viral
video which shows two air

passengers in a heated argu-
ment that eventually turns into
a scuffle and fisticuffs, while the
flight attendant looks on help-
lessly, the Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security (BCAS) has
sought a detailed report from
the concerned authority.  The
ugly incident took place in
Bangkok to Kolkata flight of
Thai Smile Airways early this
week.

In a viral video on social
media, shows two men on a
Thai Smile Airway flight argu-
ing, while the air hostess is try-
ing to mellow them down. 

A few moments later, one
of the men says “haath neeche
rakh [put your hands down"
and starts incessantly slapping
and hitting the other on his
face, turning it into a fight,
alarming fellow passengers
amid panic stroked air staff.. At

one point, the flight attendant
can be heard saying “just stop"
on the microphone while other
people gather around trying to
come between them and stop
the fight. A few other passen-
gers also got involved in the
scuffle. 

The reason for the fight
was not clear. According to
report, the scuffle that turned
physical on the Bangkok-India
flight started after the passen-
ger refused to follow the cabin
crew’s safety instructions.

According to a passenger
who was onboard the plane, the
incident happened on
December 26, just before the
plane was taxiing to the runway
for takeoff. 

The plane landed at
Kolkata early morning on
Tuesday, the passenger, who
was travelling with his mother,
said. He said that he was wor-
ried about his mother who was
sitting near the seat where the
incident happened.  According

to the passenger, the reason for
the scuffle was not clear.  Later,
other passengers and airhost-
ess pacified the individuals
involved in the scuffle, he
added. It could not be imme-
diately ascertained whether the
incident was reported to the
authorities in Kolkata after
landing.

"BCAS has taken cogni-
sance of the video. We have
started inquiring and further
action will be taken depending
on the inquiry outcome," BCAS
Director General Zulfiquar
Hasan said on Thursday.

This is not the first time a
fight has happened mid-air
this month. In an IndiGo flight
from Istanbul to Delhi a pas-
senger got into a brawl with a
flight attendant that involved
yelling. 

The heated exchange over
choice of meals onboard the
flight happened on December
16.  IndiGo and DGCA, last
week, said they were looking

into the incident. Social media
users were left aghast after a
video of a physical altercation
between passengers on a
Bangkok-Kolkata Thai Smile
Airways flight went viral. Users
took to Twitter to say that these
passengers should be put on a
no-fly list. They also won-
dered how could anyone
behave in such a manner on a
flight.

A Twitter user named
Sayan Dutta pointed out:
“Hope they were arrested and
passports confiscated. They
should also be barred from
domestic flights and sent to
police remand for a few days
with the same treatment being
provided.”

A user tagged Thai
Airways and other airlines like
IndiGo, Tata-owned Vistara,
and SpiceJet, and wrote: “What
kind of behaviour is this…
pathetic… all airlines should
ban these customers from trav-
elling and set an example!!” 
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Bahujan Samaj Party supre-
mo Mayawati has accused

Congress, Bharatiya Janata
Party and Samajwadi Party of
cheating the backwards and
Dalits from time to time in giv-
ing them reservation.

In a series of tweets on
Thursday, the BSP chief wrote,
“The Congress government in
the past did not allow the
implementation of the Mandal
Commission’s report on reser-
vation for Backward Classes.
Along with this reservation
for Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes was also
made ineffective and now, the
BJP is also following in the
footsteps of Congress in this
matter. This attitude is very
serious.”

She further said, “The SP
government also did not give
full rights, especially to the

Most Backward Classes. The
SC, ST reservation in promo-
tion was abolished by them
while they tore the Bill related
to this in Parliament and did
not allow it to be passed. People
of all these classes should be
careful of the SP.”

Mayawati said the BSP had
given SCs, STs as well
Backwards the rights of reser-
vation when it was in power in
UP. “But now people should be
aware of the double faces of
these political parties,” she 
said.
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Political slugfest begun in Bengal
ahead of Prime Minister Narendra

Modi’s Friday visit to Kolkata with the
Left and Congress rekindling the
“setting” theory between the BJP and
Mamata Banerjee.

This, after the Bengal Chief
Minister — who has more often than
not skipped invitations to attend
Prime Ministerial meetings in Delhi
— almost volunteered to attend his
programme on Friday.

The Chief Minister had on
Wednesday told a delegation of Port
authorities that she would attend the
Prime Minister’s programmes in
Kolkata.

Modi during his one day visit of
Kolkata would unravel a slew ofpro-
jects worth more than �7,000 crore
besides flagging off eastern India’s first
semi-high speed Bande Bharat train
from Howrah to New Jalpaiguri. He
is also likely to inaugurate the
Taratala-Joka metro railway service.

Referring to an expected meeting
between the two leaders CPI(M)cen-
tral committee member Sujan
Chakrabarty said, “Mamata Banerjee’s
politics is clear … the Chief Minister

who had skipped most Niti Ayog
meetings, avoided most of the meet-
ings chaired by the Prime Ministerin
Delhi … launched personal attacks
against him from most public rallies
is today volunteering  to attend his
programme even before receiving
the formal invitation … kuch to hai
(it smells rat) … if this is not a setting
then what is.”

Reminding how Banerjee, who
earlier praised Atal Behari Vajpayee
and LK Advani but cursed Modi the

Left leader said, “today she is
praisingModi (saying the Prime
Minister is good and Home Minister
is bad) but attacking Amit Shah for the
ED-CBI actions in Bengal.”

Pradesh Congress president Adhir
Chowdhury too alleged a new era of
settings between the BJP and the TMC
saying “considering the wide array of
scams that her Government has com-
mitted in every field it has touched,
Mamata Banerjee will not be able to
continue in power for a single day

without the tacit blessings of the
Central Government.”

With a plethora of scams — like
the ones involving school service
srecruitment, cattle smuggling, Prime
Minister Awas Yojna and
MNREGAschemes — exploding in
the face of her Government sending
a number of senior leaders including
ministers and MLAs to jail, Banerjee
has been forced to tone down her anti-
Modi rhetoric during the past sever-
al months, the Left and Congress lead-
ership say.

The “latest Modi-Mamata setting
is collateral to her changing politicsof
saving her own skin,” CPI(M) State
secretary Md Salim said.

TMC spokesperson Kunal Ghosh
however refuted the allegations say-
ing”Mamata Banerjee will meet the
Prime Minister not as a Trinamool
leader but the Chief Minister of the
State.” Meanwhile, Government
sources detailed Modi’s engagements
for Friday whence he would flag off
the Bande Bharat Express and a por-
tion of southern Kolkata metro rail-
way service besides laying the foun-
dation stone of a multiple other pro-
jects.

He will lay the foundation stone

of the redevelopment of New
Jalpaiguri Railway station apart from
inaugurating Dr Syama
PrasadMookerjee National Institute of
Water and Sanitation.

According to Eastern Railway
sources the Prime Minister will also
dedicate four railway projects includ-
ing — Boinchi-Shaktigarh 3rd Line,
Dankuni-Chandanpur 4th Line
Project, Nimtita-New Farakka
DoubleLine, and Ambari Falakata-
New Maynaguri-Gumanihat
Doubling Project,developed at a com-
bined cost of more than �2304 crore
— to thenation.

Modi is also likely to lay the foun-
dation stone and dedicate to the
nation multiple sewerage infrastruc-
ture projects for Bengal underNational
Mission for Clean Ganga.

Later in the day the Prime
Minister will chair the second meet-
ing ofthe National Ganga Council
scheduled to be attended by Union
Minister for Jal Shakti, other Union
Ministers who are members of the
councilbesides Chief Ministers of
Bengal, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh,
Biharand Jharkhand — the States
through which the mighty river 
flows.
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The political temperatures began to
shoot up in Mumbai ahead of the cru-

cial Birhanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) polls on Thursday, as
the civic administration sealed offices of
all the political parties, following a ruckus
between the factions led by the Shiv Sena
(Uddhav Balasaheb Thackeray) and
Eknath Shinde-led Shiv Sena.

In what is being seen as an unprece-
dented development, Mumbai Municipal
Commissioner also ordered the sealing of
chairmen’s offices of the various civic
committees. The development came after
the civic leaders of Shiv Sena (UBT) and
the Eknath Shinde –led Shiv Sena (known
as the Balasahebanchi Shiv Sena—BSS)
attempted to gain control of the party
offices in the BMC.

The civic headquarters witnessed as
massive showdown between the factions
of the Shiv Sena as the Shinde Sena lead-
ers attempted physically to take over the
parent Shiv Sena’s office at the BMC on
Wednesday evening. The stand-off
between the corporators and leaders of the
two Shiv Sena factions after the BSS ex-cor-
porators met Mumbai Municipal
Commissioner I S Chagal and staked claim
for the original Shiv Sena’s party office.

After the Shinde-led former corpora-
tors’ delegation, the Uddhav-led Sena’s for-
mer corporators confronted the rival cor-
porators when the latter tried to enter the
office of the Sena’s original party office.

On their part, the Sena (U)’s former
corporators shouted slogans of “Khokhe,
Khokhe” against the BSS ex-corporators
and accused them of trespassing into  and
attempting to ‘grab’ their party office ille-
gally. The Shinde Sena leaders raised
counter slogans.

The Sena(UBT) and BSS leaders
clashed and indulged in fisticuffs to estab-
lish  right over the office of the parent party
at the civic headquarters ahead of the BMC
elections. A team of police personnel that
arrived on the scene immediately after-
wards and the BMC security quelled the
clashed and removed them out of the BMC
headquarters. Taking serious cognisance
of the clashes between the former corpo-
rators and leaders of the two factions of the

Shiv Sena, the Municipal Commissioner
directed the administration to seal all the
party as also the offices of civic commit-
tees’ chairmen. After the sealing of all the
party offices at the BMC, a delegation of
the Uddhav-led tried to meet the
Municipal Commissioner I S Chagala.

Since he did not give them immedi-
ate appointment, the Uddhav Sena lead-
ers staged a sit-in dharna in front of the
Commissioner’s office. Later, Chagla met
and received their memorandum request-
ing them to re-allot their party office.     

The Shinde-led Sena leaders subse-
quently met the civic chief and submitted
him memorandum, staking a claim over
the ruling Shiv Sena at the BMC

On his part, Shiv Sena (UBT)’s chief
spokesperson and MP Sanjay Raut
slammed the BMC Commissioner Chahal’s
decision, dubbing it as “high-handedness”
and demanded to know under what rules
he had ordered rthe sealing of the party
offices at the BMC.

The developments at the BMC should
be seen in the backdrop of the rebellion
within the ruling Shiv Sena in June this
year, when then former senior minister in
the Sena-led MVA government walked out
of the parent parent, joined hands with the
Opposition BJP and formed a new
Government in the State.
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The Odisha CID has stepped
up its investigation into

the deaths of two Russian trav-
elers  who died under mysteri-
ous circumstances within a
span of two days in a hotel in
Raygada district.

The Ministry of External
Affairs said here on Thursday
that investigations are taking
place  as per the Indian laws. 

The State is set to host the
prestigious World Cup Hockey
tournament in January and
hoteliers have  urged the
Government to ensure securi-
ty of all foreign tourists.

“We are aware of it and
Odisha Police are investigating
it as per our laws,” says ministry
spokesperson Arindam Bagchi
said here.  His reaction came
days after Director General
Police of Odisha Sunil Kumar
Bansal on Tuesday ordered a
CID probe into the deaths as
mystery still shrouds the inci-
dent.

The two deceased were
identified as Vladimir Bidenov
and Pavel Antov.  The latter, a
lawmaker in Russia and busi-
ness magnate, reportedly was a
critic of Russian President
Vladimir Putin.  The Russian
embassy had said the Odisha
police had found “no criminal
aspect.” Vladimir Bidenov, 60,
died of a stroke, while Pavel
Antov, 65, was found lying in
a pool of blood outside the
hotel last Saturday.

The incidents took place in
a hotel Rayagada district with-
in days of each other.

“The Consulate General
of Russia in Kolkata is follow-
ing the case in touch with
local authorities. According to
information available to the
police, no criminal aspect is
seen, the embassy had stated on
Tuesday.

Pavel Antov died after
allegedly falling from a hotel’s
third floor on December 24,
and Vladimir Bidenov, his fel-
low traveler, was found dead in
his room at the same hotel on

December 22.
They were part of a four-

member group, which along
with their Delhi-based travel
guide had checked in to the
hotel on December 21.

The post-mortem report of
the Russian MP indicates that
he died of internal injury after
a fall, while that of Bidenov
points to a heart attack as the
cause of death, the police said.

According to reports in a
section of the media, Antov ,
the founder of the Vladimir
Meat Processing Plant, ranked
among the rich list of law-
makers in Russia.

Antov had reportedly come
to Rayagada along with
Bidenov and two other friends
on tourist visas to celebrate his
66th birthday, reports said.

Meanwhile, expressing
concern over the impact of the
deaths of two Russian tourists
in the Rayagada district, the
Hotel and Restaurant
Association of Odisha (HARO)
wrote to Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik urging him to ensure a

proper investigation.
In a letter to Patnaik, it said

a strong action plan should be
chalked out for the safety and
security of visitors, especially
foreign tourists, coming to the
state during the Hockey Men’s
World Cup, which will begin
on January 13.

“We request your esteemed
office to kindly examine the
case of two Russian tourists
who died under mysterious cir-
cumstances and necessary steps
and investigation may kindly
be taken immediately to avoid
further spreading of the nega-
tive news,” HARO chairman JK
Mohanty said in the letter.

Noting that the deaths of
the two tourists were having a
negative impact on the
prospects of tourism in Odisha
in terms of safety, he said the
incident is likely to slow down
the arrival of foreign tourists to
the state. Prior to the pan-
demic, Odisha witnessed
around 1.5 lakh foreign tourist
arrivals each year, Mohanty
said.
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In a bizarre inci-
dent, a youth

accused of killing
his girlfriend by
strangulating her to
death had informed
his mother about
his plan to kill her.

“I am going to
kill my love, don’t
wait for me,” he told
his mother just
before the murder.

The policemen investigat-
ing the case have recovered the
purported audio clip from his
possession.

The victim’s body was
found lying in her rented home
by her landlord the day after
the crime, which occurred last
Saturday, according to police
reports.

Shiva Singh, the accused,
was taken into custody on sus-
picion and after recovery of the
audio clip in which he is heard
informing his mother about

killing his girlfriend, the cops
arrested him, a senior police
officer disclosed on Thursday.

He said that Shiva Singh
was in a relationship with one
Sonia for the past eight months.
Sonia lived in a rented accom-
modation in Shivpuri area and
used to make idols to meet her
expenses. 

He recently learned of her
friendship with another young
person, and this really riled him
to the point where he finally
killed her.
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Popular tourist spots Kufri,
Manali and Narkanda in

Himachal Pradesh received
snowfall on Thursday, bringing
cheers to tourists who have
thronged these places to ring in
the New Year.

Keylong and Hansa in
tribal Lahaul and Spiti received
2 and 1 cm of snow respec-
tively. Kufri on the outskirts of
Shimla received 0.5 cm of slow,
while Manali reported traces of
snow.

The sky remained heavily
overcast and high velocity icy
winds lashed the region mak-
ing people shiver even in heavy
woolens.

The local MeT office has
predicted rains at isolated
places in low and mid hills and
snow at many places in higher
reaches of Chamba, Kullu,
Kinnaur and Lahaul and Spiti
districts on Friday and dry
weather on New Year eve on
December 31.
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To ensure that the Global
Investors’ Summit sched-

uled to be held in Lucknow in
February fulfils its objectives,
Team Yogi is all set to visit
seven major cities of the coun-
try in January to woo domes-
tic investors.

The Yogi government will
hold high-level meetings with
domestic giants in seven met-
ropolitan cities of the country.
In Mumbai, Delhi, Kolkata,
Hyderabad, Ahmedabad,
Chennai and Bengaluru, Team
Yogi will not only contact 42

companies through roadshows
but will also invite them to
invest in UP.

“The Federation of the
Indian Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (FICCI) and the
Confederation of Indian
Industries (CII) will aid the
government in organising
roadshows in all seven cities,”
a government spokesman said
here on Thursday.

Moreover, two cabinet-
level ministers will lead the
roadshows to be organised in
each city. The chief minister,
both deputy chief ministers,
finance minister, IT and elec-

tronics minister, industrial
development minister and
other ministers will mainly
hold talks with domestic
investors.

The chief secretary, six
additional chief secretaries and
10 principal secretaries will
also participate in these road-
shows.

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath himself will lead the
team in Mumbai, while Deputy
Chief Minister Brajesh Pathak
will take charge in Hyderabad
and Deputy Chief Minister
Keshav Prasad Maurya in
Kolkata.
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beforehand that there lies no doubt about
the impeccable personal honesty of
Vajpayee on the economic front. Also, he
was undoubtedly gentle, civilized, polite,
and humble in social, public, or political
life unlike the majority of the current lead-
ers of the BJP and the saffron camp.

But certain questions should neces-
sarily be raised revolving around the
praises which get religiously showered
upon Vajpayee by the secular camp as a
matter of "defence"(though he never
tried to defend himself as he was confi-
dent of his thought process and ideolo-
gy)! "Right man in the Wrong Party"
— perhaps the most repeated tribute from
a large quarter! In response to such a
statement, will it be a "sin" to ask --- "If
one was indeed a 'Right' man, then what
was he doing in the Party of ‘Wrong’ ”! 

We are being continuously fed the
theory that Vajpayee had contemplated
retiring from politics after feeling
extreme pain following the Babri Masjid
demolition! But at the end of the day, the
fact remained that actually, he didn't call

it a day! So this question should be asked
— "If he was indeed so secular and
pained following the barbaric demolition
and subsequent communal fire, then why
didn't he retire following the darkest
episode in the history of independent
India"!

Yes, Vajpayee might not have led that
Rath Yatra, but wasn't he an integral part
of the very party and ideological camp
which had made a mockery of the
Constitution by flexing rabid Hindutva
muscle and invoking Islamophobia in this
secular multi-religious nation? Didn't this
Ayodhya movement increase the popu-
larity of the BJP by leaps and bounds in
the national scenario enabling it to form
the Government at the Centre three times
(1996 1998 1999) with Vajpayee at the
helm? Yet by which logic can Rahul make
a distinction between the Saffron brigade
and Vajpayee?

Kajal Chatterjee | Kolkata

�������	
��������������
Sir — On Tuesday, December 27, Union
Sports Minister Anurag Thakur said that
India is planning to bid for hosting the
summer Olympic Games in 2036. “If
India can host the G20 Presidency in such
a big manner, I am sure the Indian gov-
ernment will be able to pitch in to host
the Olympics in the country along with
the IOA. We are all aware that the spots
are reserved through 2032. But from 2036
onwards, we have hopes and I am sure
India will adequately prepare and bid for
the Olympics,” Thakur said.

“The time is ideal to host the Olympic
Games. Why not sports if India is mak-
ing headlines in every sector, from man-
ufacturing to services? India is serious-
ly considering making an Olympic bid for
2036,” Thakur asserted.

Sadiksha Agrawal | Ujjain

���������������	�
Sir — India may not have any effective
role to play in ending the Russia Ukraine
conflict. The Ukrainian president's plea
to the Indian prime minister to take ini-
tiative to end the war with his ten-point
list for attaining peace is seemingly just
a diplomatic formality.

There is no chance for Russia to agree
with the rival's proposals. Russia's wish to
end the war is also just lip service. Both
countries are not sincere in their words and
actions. They are buying time with peace-
loving statements while advancing their
cause. As the threat of another wave of the
pandemic is looming large on the world
stage, both sides should shed duplicity and
work sincerely to end the war.

Dr DVG Sankararao | Vizianagaram
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Sir — Rahul Gandhi's act of paying
homage at the samadhi of Atal Bihari
Vajpayee is "amusing" to say the least! How
can a person zealously protesting against
BJP RSS and all affiliates of Sangh Parivar
afford to distinguish between the saffron
camp and Vajpayee when the latter used
to proudly claim his Sanghi credentials?
However, first, it needs to be admitted
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to respond appropriately.
But that is not the case

here, given that the defence
budget remains a low 1.6% of
the GDP, and there is a
renewed emphasis on only
procuring indigenous equip-
ment that will take years to
materialise, if ever. Also,
despite the tenuous security
situation and tensions on the
LAC, the military has been
bullied into accepting a new
untested recruitment and
manpower policy by which the
government hopes to cut costs. 

All of this only adds to our
deficiencies in manpower, air-
craft, weapon systems, and
other war-like stores. However,
what is worse, is the unwilling-
ness of the government to pub-
licly articulate the grave dan-
gers confronting us and the
fact the political establish-
ment is deeply divided and
unwilling to work together
against a common threat. 

Our passivity has also
been justified by pointing to
the asymmetry between our
forces and to the vast differ-
ence in rankings about “com-
prehensive national power”
(CNP). Incidentally, a term
first concocted by the Chinese
in the 1980s that utilises quan-
titative and qualitative indices
to arrive at the “totality of a
country's economic, military
and political power in a given

period”. Coincidentally, it ranks
them as the second most pow-
erful military in the world,
behind the United States with
Russia coming in third. We are
down the table with the
Chinese CNP being about 1.8
times ours, as per some assess-
ments. 

While such rankings
deserve serious consideration,
we should also be cognizant of
the fact that the Ukrainians,
though ranked well below the
Russians, have in the ongoing
conflict given them a bloody
nose. The plain fact is that like
all other rankings, there is a
great deal of subjectivity
involved. They can never accu-
rately factor in the impact of
motivation, morale, and will-
ingness to resist against all
odds which play a crucial role
in achieving success and sep-
arating the victor from the
vanquished.

In our context, it is impor-
tant to take into account that
geography is on our side. The
Tibetan theatre of operations is
over 2000 Km from mainland
China along the most treach-
erous lines of communication
and through two restive
provinces. Given that the high-
altitude Tibetan Plateau is a
desert, headquarters elements,
administrative echelons, and
supply and ammunition dumps
are easy to locate and vulnera-

ble to interdiction. We have
seen how the damage inflicted
by Ukrainian action against
such positions has degraded the
Russian military’s combat capa-
bilities. Most importantly, alti-
tude and climate play havoc
with the performance of
weapons and manpower and
greatly restrict the numbers that
can be deployed.

Finally, Chinese combat
units are manned by con-
scripts, with little training or
inclination to serve. Why
would they be motivated to
fight in some distant region of
little consequence to either
assuage Xi’s ego or divert atten-
tion from serious problems
afflicting their country?
Especially in the face of an
opposition that is battle-hard-
ened and fighting to protect its
sovereignty and territorial
integrity. If we are serious in
our intent, why would the
results here be any different
than the manner in which the
war has gone in Ukraine? A
bully only stops when con-
fronted. More than strength,
that requires courage of con-
viction, resolve, and strong
leadership, a test of our mettle.

(The writer, a military
veteran, is a Visiting Fellow
with the Observer Research

Foundation and Senior
Visiting Fellow with The

Peninsula Foundation)
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We now know that
A m e r i c a n
democracy owes
much to then-
Vice President

Mike Pence for its survival. His
courage was unparalleled as,
despite the immense pressure
put on him by Donald Trump, he
remained true to his oath and did
his duty by the Constitution.
Despite knowing that Trump
had instigated his supporters to
catch and hang him, he inexplic-
ably refused to either publicly crit-
icise Trump or provide testimo-
ny for his alleged criminal behav-
iour. Possibly, Trump’s bullying
traumatised him so greatly that it
was just enough for his subse-
quent inaction.

In much the same way, it
appears we are in a state of per-
petual denial of Chinese bullying
ever since the 1950s. Adding to
their sense of superiority and enti-
tlement has been the tentative
manner in which our leadership
at the highest levels, both politi-
cal and military, continues to act;
scared of escalating the situation,
fearful of retribution, and unwill-
ing to stand up to their unilater-
al salami- slicing. 

There were the odd excep-
tions, of course, thanks to the res-
oluteness of local commanders
rather than policy. The Nathu La
episode in 1967, the quid pro quo
actions following the Sumdurong
Chu incursion, and the Dhoklam
face-off in 2017. But as the sub-
sequent capitulation at Wuhan,
the confrontation in Eastern
Ladakh and the more recent
episode in Arunachal Pradesh
indicate, we continue to remain
fearful of escalation and hesitate
to publicly hold them accountable.

Our actions have often been
explained as being strategically
defensive, but tactically robust.
In plain English, it suggests a
defensive mindset willing to
sacrifice lives and trade space for
time in a desperate attempt to
maintain the status quo. Nothing
could be more bizarre than our
acquiescence to engage with
medieval weapons despite a
deliberate assault against our
sovereign territory. Only be
acceptable, if those sacrifices
allowed us time to strengthen
our military and bide our time
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POINTCOUNTERPOINT

It might not be enough to
fill up the gaps but will
certainly make a differ-

ence if a part of ‘corporate
social responsibility (CSR)’
fund is spent on skill devel-
opment in a focused manner
for employment generation.
The proposal is certainly not
a tall order and can easily be
implemented with some
amount of will power from all
stakeholders. Companies
have resources, infrastruc-
ture, machinery, and exper-
tise that can support the
endeavour of skill develop-
ment in the country.

With due respect to all
stakeholders and ongoing
efforts aimed at creating a
skilled workforce in the coun-
try, let us vouch for the fact
that there is an emergent
need to revisit our strategies

and be more focused. We have
around 600 districts in the
country. The Government of
India had launched
‘Transformation of
Aspirational Districts’ initia-
tive in January 2018 with a
vision of a ‘New India’ by 2022
where the focus was to
improve our ranking under
the Human Development
Index, raising living stan-
dards of its citizens and ensur-
ing inclusive growth of all.

A total of 117
Aspirational Districts (ADs)
have been identified by Niti
Aayog, the top think-tank
which is headed by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
based upon composite indi-
cators from health and nutri-
tion, education, agriculture,
water resources, financial
inclusion, skill development

and basic infrastructure,
which have an impact on the
Human Development Index.

The year 2022 is about to
end now. Certainly, we have
made a great stride in these
four years but a lot is yet to be
achieved. Each CSR funded
SDC will also be more partic-
ular about the empowerment
of our poor fellow citizens.

A report published by the
United Nations Development
Programme in India —
‘Corporate Engagement in
Women’s Economic
Empowerment’ — in 2019
found that top 100 firms’
CSR expenditure on women
empowerment was just four
per cent of the total spend of
Rs 6,314.30 crore. Post-Covid
restrictions, several business
groups seem to be working
more in this direction. For

instance, software companies
such as Microsoft and Google
have joined hands with sever-
al state governments to help
women gain industry skills in
artificial intelligence, cloud
computing, digital market-
ing, etc., so that they can ben-
efit from Digital India.

According to an official
estimate, Rs 21,231 crore was
spent by 21,349 companies on
CSR funds in 2019-20, up
from Rs 13,909 crore in 2017-
18. India has seen the
sharpest growth among the
Asian economies, with a six-
position jump from 43rd to
37th rank on the annual
World Competitiveness Index
2022. The Index has been
compiled by the Institute for
Management Development
(IMD). The top-performing
Asian economies are

Singapore (3rd), Hong Kong
(5th), Taiwan (7th), China
(17th) and Australia (19th).

Skills are key to enhanc-
ing the employability of
labour market entrants and
reducing their barriers in
getting jobs. The implement-
ing agencies registered with
the Ministry of Corporate
Affairs should not be involved
in running CSR-funded SDC.
It should be done by the
CSR wing of corporate hous-
es. An analysis of CSR funds
return filings made by the
companies reveals that of the
total annual CSR spent,
approximately 60 per cent of
the expenditure has been
done through implementing
agencies. It is not to question
the capability of implement-
ing agencies but to make
sure that SDCs are not run in

a half-hearted manner. We
have to visualize the cost of
not having the required num-
ber of skilled employable
workforce in the market. As
‘The Competitiveness
Roadmap for India @100’
report points out that
“Labour mobilisation has
been falling over time, espe-
cially since 2005 when job
creation dramatically ... Large
firms have driven productiv-
ity growth but not job cre-
ation and the majority of
employees are stuck in small,
low productivity, and low
growth firms.”

The upward movement of
employees will be possible
only when they have skills.
We are caught in a Catch 22
situation. A lot of efforts are
on but the yields are not up
to the mark and in sync with

the needs of the market.
Capacity building of the
skilling ecosystem in a
focused manner is the need of
the hour. By utilising CSR
funds in a planned way, com-
panies can not only boost the
Skill India Mission but also
have a huge impact on
skilling India and millions of
livelihoods by creating a
robust workforce for the glob-
al market.

CSR funds can also con-
tribute towards scaling up
skill development initiatives
by financially supporting
activities across the skill
development value chain,
capacity building and man-
agerial support. Come and
let’s make skill development
efforts more inclusive so that
the skill divide is minimized.
It is time to act now!
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(The author is training
partner with National Skill
Development Corporation)
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Aworld devastated by the pan-
demic and global rivalries
needs the healing touch of
harmony as emphasised in
India’s philosophy of

Vasudeva Kutumbakam. India, the largest
democracy in the world, finds itself once
again at the centre stage of world diplo-
macy with the passing of the gavel of G20
Presidency. In the words of the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi himself the G20
Agenda will be inclusive, ambitious,
action-oriented and decisive, based on
the ancient Indian Philosophy of
“Vasudeva Kutumbakam”.

In the background of a post-Covid
world, mitigating the aftermath of the
pandemic by building sustainable and
resilient ecosystems along with a peace-
ful favourable political environment is a
priority for all. However, the last year saw
a host of geo-political tensions amongst
the member states that not only put the
agenda of economic development at 
a halt but also resulted in slowing 
the financial progress of many nations
and amplifying the food and energy 
crisis.

In the words of India’s External
Affairs Minister, Dr. S. Jaishankar, Covid,
climate change and conflict are the 3C’s
confronting India’s tenure as the host
nation for G20. As India starts working
on the G20 Presidency agenda next
year, the focus would be on prosperity
and peace in the Global South for eco-
nomic progress. This need has been evi-
dent from PM Modi’s acceptance speech
at the time of being handed the
Presidency and the theme of 2023 “One
Earth, One Family, One Future”, empha-
sising on the need of mutual understand-
ing and oneness amongst nations.

To effectively handle the crisis that is
being faced by the world, it is imperative
that a conducive environment is created
to address all humanitarian issues in a
holistic manner by bringing member
nations on a common platform. Piloting
consensus on key global issues could help
de-escalate tensions and also help in eco-
nomic cooperation and rebuilding of a
newer world and better future, besides a
thought process that needs to be further
accelerated by India while chairing the
prestigious G20 in 2023.

Prime Minister Modi’s remark in Bali
on the rising tension between Russia and
Ukraine that “Today’s era must not be of
war” found resonance with member
states. The G20 nations reiterated PM
Modi’s message at the concluding sum-
mit of 2022. Hopes are high that India
can play a significant role in initiating
peace building and harmony in the
region, with its rich cultural legacy of
brotherhood and universal solidarity.
Given the close camaraderie that the
Indian Prime Minister shares with most
heads of member states of G20, hopes are
high that India will play a vital role in
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(The author is CEO,
IHW Council)

peacekeeping in the region.
It is no secret that for mitigat-

ing the chaos and damage caused
by the pandemic the world would
need sustainable efforts to build
back better and a prerequisite for
that is a peaceful environment
where nations develop consensus
on critical global issues through
dialogue and diplomacy instead of
aggression and hostility.

The strategic position that
the country finds itself in presents
unique and unprecedented diplo-
matic opportunities for the Indian
government. The government is
also striving to leverage its posi-
tion as a world leader when it
comes to conflict resolution and
tackling other threats to mankind,
including economic slowdown as
well as food and energy crisis.
Though India is pitching for
accelerated progress towards
achieving SDG’s and their contri-
bution towards greater human
health, wellbeing and progress at
the same time the Prime
Minister’s penchant for tradition-
al and cultural Indian ethos is
known by all.

Modi has time and again used
his global clout and charisma to
show the world an alternative
route to a better and harmonious
world. The opportunity that
chairing the G20 offers should be
rightly utilised to promote the
wellbeing of all through harmo-
ny and understanding. The con-
cept of the world being one big
family should be followed in
action and spirits. The G20 should
witness the Indian push for the

need for a new world order with
the core vision enshrined in the
cultural ethos of serving human-
ity and mankind for the benefit 
of all.

No doubt, India’s tenure as the
host of the G20 should essential-
ly leverage on prospects focusing
on economic development and
energy and food crisis. But to
effectively address the issues that
the global community is facing,
the world needs to bring all
nations on a single platform and
strategize on a collective agenda
for a more prosperous future 
for all.

It must be noted that any con-
sistent effort for the benefit of
human beings cannot produce
sustainable results as long as they
are not in conjunction with a
peaceful environment and glob-
al co-operation. It is quite evident
that the Indian government has
already realized the significant
role of global harmony and it
needs to ensure that India’s host-
ing of the G20 should essentially
echo the same sentiment.

The G20 member nations
account for nearly 60 per cent of
the world’s population, including
85 per cent of global GDP and 75
per cent of international trade.
Economic regulations and policies
will form a substantial part of
deliberations. Hence, it is not a
secret that the tentative agenda of
the G20 has important indicators
that are invariably drawn towards
the co-operation and shared har-
mony between all, in the absence
of which there cannot be true eco-

nomic or social progress.
Integrated effort is thus

required by India during its pres-
idency tenure to encase upon the
opportunity and show the world
its diplomatic skills to ensure
that geo-political tensions do not
lead to humanitarian crises and
issues are resolved through mutu-
al understanding. The lessons
that were learnt during the pan-
demic should be used as oppor-
tunities, to drive home the mes-
sage that nations need the support
of each other to safeguard the
needs of their less privileged pop-
ulation and to avert humanitari-
an crisis in future.

The move towards SGD’s can-
not be successful if it fails to safe-
guard the interest of all thus the
call for the support and solidari-
ty can act as a catharsis for ensur-
ing global harmony and rapport
among all.

India can give a collective call
towards a new paradigm of a
human-centric system for accel-
erating and amplifying the dis-
course around global understand-
ing and empathy amongst all. As
the world looks on, let’s strive to
make the G20 of Indian presiden-
cy as a harbinger of Harmony20.
The essence of G20 in 2023 lies in
promoting the universal virtue of
oneness and mutual co-operation
amongst the member countries
and India should make sure that
it leaves behind a legacy of that
caters to the wellbeing of all
based on the principles of healing,
harmony and hope for a better
future for all.
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Multiple regions of Ukraine,
including its capital, faced

a massive Russian missile attack
on Thursday, the biggest wave
of strikes in weeks targeting
power stations and other crit-
ical infrastructure during freez-
ing weather.

Air raid sirens rang out
across the country. Mykhailo
Podolyak, an adviser to
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, said
Russia launched over 120 mis-
siles. There were no immediate
reports of any deaths.

Russia dispatched explosive
drones to selected regions
overnight before broadening
the barrage with “air and sea-
based cruise missiles launched
from strategic aircraft and
ships” in the morning, the
Ukrainian air force reported.

The widespread attack was
the latest in a series of Russian
strikes on power and water
supplies that have increased the
Ukrainian population's suffer-
ing.

Moscow has launched such

attacks on a weekly basis since
October, while its ground
forces struggle to advance. 

On Thursday, air defence
systems were activated in the
capital Kyiv to fend off strikes,
according to the regional
administration. Sounds of
explosions were heard in the
city. At least three people were
wounded and hospitalised,
including a 14-year-old girl,
Mayor Vitali Klitschko said. He
warned of power outages in the
capital, asking people to stock-
pile water and to charge their
electronic devices.

After more than 10 months
of fighting, Russia and Ukraine
are locked in a grinding battle
of attrition. The Ukrainian
military has reclaimed swaths
of Russian-occupied territory
in the country's northeast and
south, and continues to resist
persistent Russian attempts to
seize all of the industrial
Donbas region. 

At the same time, Moscow
has methodically targeted
Ukrainian power facilities and
other key infrastructure in a bid
to weaken the country's resolve

and force it to negotiate on
Russian terms.

While the Ukrainian mil-
itary reported success in shoot-
ing down incoming Russian
missiles and explosive drones
after earlier attacks, some still
reached their targets.

Most cities have gone with-
out heat, internet service and

electricity for hours or days at
a time.

Anastasia, a medic who
took shelter on Thursday at a
central Kyiv subway station
and gave only her first name,
said she was tired of the war.

“We don't know how long
the war will last. It's hard to be
afraid every day and put your

life on hold,” she said. 
Numerous explosions also

took place in Kharkiv, which is
located in eastern Ukraine and
the country's second-largest
city, and in the city of Lviv near
the border with Poland, accord-
ing to their mayors. 

About 90 per cent of Lviv
was without electricity, Mayor

Andriy Sadovyi wrote on
Telegram. Trams and trolley
buses were not working, and
residents might experience
water interruptions, he said.

Ukrainian authorities in
several regions said some
incoming Russian missiles were
intercepted.

The governor of southern
Ukraine's Mykolaiv province,
Vitaliy Kim, said five missiles
were shot down over the Black
Sea. The Ukrainian military's
command North said two were
downed over the Sumy region,
located on the border with
Russia in the country's north-
east. Fragments from downed
Russian missiles damaged two
private buildings in the
Darnytskyi district of Kyiv, the
city administration said.

An industrial facility and a
playground in neighbourhoods
located across the Dnieper
River also were damaged, city
officials said. No casualties
were immediately reported.

As the latest wave of
Russian strikes began on
Thursday, authorities in the
Dnipro, Odesa and Kryvyi Rih

regions said they switched off
electricity to minimize the
damage to critical infrastruc-
ture facilities if they were hit.

Earlier this month, the
United States agreed to give a
Patriot missile battery to
Ukraine to boost the country's
defense. The US and other
allies also pledged to provide
energy-related equipment to
help Ukraine withstand the
attacks on its infrastructure.

Podolyak, an adviser to
Zelenskyy, said that Russia was
aiming to “destroy critical
infrastructure and kill civilians
en masse”.

“We're waiting for further
proposals from 'peacekeepers'
about peaceful settlement,'
security guarantees for RF' and
undesirability of provocations,”
Podolyak wrote on Twitter, a
sarcastic reference to state-
ments from some in the West
who urged Ukraine to seek a
political settlement of the con-
flict. 

Ukrainian Foreign
Minister Dmytro Kuleba said
on Monday that his nation
wants a “peace” summit with-

in two months at the United
Nations with Secretary-General
António Guterres as mediator.

Kuleba said Russia must
face a war-crimes tribunal
before his country directly
talks with Moscow. He said,
however, that other nations
should feel free to engage with
the Russians.

Commenting on the sum-
mit proposal on Thursday,
Russian Foreign Ministry
spokeswoman Maria
Zakharova dismissed it as
“delirious” and “hollow,”
describing the proposal as a
“publicity stunt by Washington
that tries to cast the Kyiv
regime as a peacemaker”.

“It's an attempt to give a
semblance of legitimacy to a
meaningless discussion that
will not be followed by any con-
crete steps,” Zakharova said
during a briefing.

Russian officials have said
that any peace plan can only
proceed from Kyiv's recogni-
tion of Russia's sovereignty
over the regions it illegally
annexed from Ukraine in
September.
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With its brutality, techno-
logical accomplishments

and rigid ideology, the Soviet
Union loomed over the world
like an immortal colossus.

It led humankind into outer
space, exploded the most pow-
erful nuclear weapon ever, and
inflicted bloody purges and cruel
labour camps on its own citizens
while portraying itself as the van-
guard of enlightened revolu-
tion. But its lifespan was less than
the average human's; born 100
years ago, it died days short of its
69th birthday.

The Soviet Union both
inspired loyalty and provoked
dismay among its 285 million cit-
izens. The dichotomy was sum-
marised by Russian President
Vladimir Putin, who served in its
notorious KGB security agency.

“Anyone who doesn't regret
the passing of the Soviet Union
has no heart,” he said. “Anyone
who wants it restored has no
brains.” On the centenary of the
treaty that formed the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics, The

Associated Press reviews the
events of its rise and fall.

ESTABLISHMENT
Five years after the over-

throw of Russia's czarist gov-
ernment, four of the socialist
republics that had formed in the
aftermath signed a treaty on
December 30, 1922 to create the
USSR: Ukraine; Byelorussia;
Transcaucasia, which spread
over Georgia, Armenia and
Azerbaijan; and Russia, includ-
ing the old empire's holdings in
Central Asia. The USSR, which
later expanded to include
Moldova, Latvia, Lithuania and
Estonia, left the republics with
their own governments and
national languages, but all sub-
ordinate to Moscow.

LENIN DIES

Vladimir Lenin, the first
Soviet leader, was already in poor
health when the USSR was
formed and died little more
than a year later. Josef Stalin
outmaneuvered rivals in the
ensuing power battle.

COLLECTIVISATION
Stalin incorporated private

landholdings into state and col-
lective farms. Resistance to col-
lectivisation and the policy's
inefficiencies aggravated
famines; Ukraine's 1932-33
“Holodomor” killed an estimat-
ed 4 million people, and many
term it an outright genocide.

GREAT PURGE
Driven by Stalin's fear of

rivals, Soviet authorities in the
1930s launched show trials of
prominent figures alleged to be
enemies of the state and con-
ducted widespread arrests and
executions often based on little
more than denunciation by
neighbours. Estimates say as
many as 1.2 million people died
in 1937-38, the purge's most
intense period.
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Vildana Mutevelic huddled in
her apartment with her two

young children and elderly
cousins. They had no heat, elec-
tricity or running water as
artillery shells tore the roof off
their building and almost took
their lives.

To survive, she improvised.
Mutevelic made a lamp out

of used engine oil, water and a
shoelace for a wick. She cooked
on a fire fueled by books, fur-
niture, shoes or clothes. A plas-
tic spoon, she discovered, when
lit, worked well as a temporary
flashlight if she ventured outside.
Plastic sheets covered the blown-
out windows, a flimsy buffer
against the bitter cold. Her news
of the world came from a neigh-
bour who powered a radio with
a car battery.

"The electricity failed right
away," Mutevelic, 70, said
through a translator. "And every-
thing we had in our freezers, it
melted. Those were our stocks,

basically. That's all."
For Mutevelic, these are

memories from three decades
ago, when Bosnian Serbs
besieged Sarajevo, causing thou-
sands of civilian casualties. But
it's all happening again in
Ukraine. Russia's armed forces
have aimed their firepower at
Ukraine's energy infrastructure
as winter weather sets in.

Ukraine President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, who has
accused Russia of "energy ter-
rorism," said earlier this week
that about 9 million people
were without electricity. The

country's prosecutor general,
Andriy Kostin, told The
Associated Press that Russia's
deliberate targeting of Ukraine's
essential utilities is another act
of genocide, the most heinous of
war crimes.

"We are convinced that the
crimes (Russia) is committing in
Ukraine bear all the hallmarks
of genocide," Kostin said in a
statement. "The aggressor state
is weaponising winter, depriving
Ukrainians of the basics — elec-
tricity, water and heating."

To make civilians suffer and
die as a way to force their gov-

ernment to yield isn't a new
wartime strategy. But it's prone
to failure. Families, neighbours
and entire communities band
together, brainstorm and resist.
As Sarajevo did. And as Britain
did when the island nation
refused to buckle under Nazi
Germany's withering assaults
80 years ago.

"The ability of a modern
population to survive under
duress and under aggression
because of the mere willingness
to continue to exist is sometimes
underestimated," said Bruno
Tertrais, adviser for geopolitics
at the Institut Montaigne, a
Paris-based think tank.

Ukrainians are displaying
the same resolve and ingenuity.
Larysa Shevtsova's apartment in
Ukraine's southern city of
Kherson lost its electricity and
water. But gas still flowed into a
stove in the cramped kitchen.
With two fire-resistant bricks
and advice from a family friend,
she and her husband were able
to keep the temperature bearable

in their home without being
confined to the kitchen.

They'd set a brick directly
on one of the stove's four burn-
ers, the three others covered by
large pots and a kettle. When the
rectangular block was hot
enough, it was carried carefully
into the living room and set on
top of a Soviet-era space heater
that no longer worked.
Shevtsova, her husband and
two sons, one of them 3 years
old, huddled around the brick
for warmth that would last for
about 30 minutes.

"We use this method to
heat the room," Shevtsova said.
"Before that we just froze."

The extent of Russia's path
of destruction is not limited to
one region of Ukraine. From the
east to west, Russia has
unleashed an onslaught of drone
and missile attacks meant to
inflict maximum damage to
Ukraine's energy infrastructure
with a drastic uptick in strikes
since September, according to
AP's analysis of the data.
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France's defense minister on
Wednesday pledged further

military support for Ukraine,
insisting his government's back-
ing is unflagging while efforts
are also being made with
Moscow to reach an eventual
negotiated end to Russia's inva-
sion. Minister for the Armed
Forces Sebastien Lecornu said
support will include French
army equipment and a 200
million euro (US$212 million)
fund that would allow Ukraine
to purchase weapons.

While France has been less
vocal about its military backing
for Ukraine than the United
States and Britain, the country
has sent a steady supply of
weapons to Ukraine since
Russia invaded on Feb. 24.

France hosted two aid con-
ferences for Ukraine this
month. But many in Ukraine
remain critical of Paris'
response to the war because of
President Emmanuel Macron’s
efforts to maintain contact with
Russian President Vladimir
Putin and seek a negotiated
solution.

Lecornu said France was
giving military equipment from
the French army to the
Ukrainian army, but highlight-
ed that this would not weaken
France’s defense. France could
deliver a new air-defense system
in the future, officials said,
without revealing details,
though Ukrainian Defense
Minister Oleksii Reznikov
added that France would
immediately begin training
Ukrainian air officers on how
to use it.

Lecornu and Reznikov did
not specify which new air
defense system France could
give Ukraine in the near future.
But Lecornu later mentioned
the MAMBA anti-missile sys-

tem developed together with
Italy, describing it as the
European equivalent of the
Patriot air defense system that
the US has given Ukraine.

Unlike the U.S. govern-
ment, which announced it was
giving the Patriots before teach-
ing Ukrainians how to use
them, France will train
Ukrainians first so that it could
potentially deliver a new sys-
tem, such as the Mamba
SAMP/T together with Italy,
once they are ready to use it,
Lecornu’s office explained to the
AP. Reznikov said Ukraine's top
priority remains “air defense,
anti-missile defense, anti-drone
defense, that is, the task of pro-
tecting (the) Ukrainian sky."
French Crotale air-defense sys-
tems already are “on combat
duty,” said Reznikov.

“And accordingly, we
agreed that we will increase
(the) capabilities of our air
force,” he said.

Lecornu arrived a week
after Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy visited
the U.S., Ukraine’s chief ally, and
amid fighting focused mostly in

the country's east but with nei-
ther Moscow nor Kyiv report-
ing major gains in recent weeks.

After a meeting with
Lecornu, Zelenskyy expressed
gratitude to France on social
media “for the already provid-
ed military assistance aimed at
protecting the Ukrainian sky
and strengthening the capabil-
ities of the defense forces.”

Earlier on Wednesday, in
his annual speech to Ukraine’s
parliament, Zelenskyy urged
the European Union to open
membership talks with his
country after granting it can-
didate status in June. He also
praised relations with the U.S.,
saying its decision to send
Patriot missiles is "a special sign
of trust in Ukraine.”

While both Russia and
Ukraine have said they were
willing to participate in peace
talks, their stated conditions
remain far apart. Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov reit-
erated Wednesday that any
peace plan must acknowledge
four regions of Ukraine that
Russia illegally annexed as
Russian territory, a demand

that Kyiv flatly rejects.
Russian forces have pressed

their offensive to capture all of
eastern Ukraine by concen-
trating in recent weeks on
Bakhmut, a city in Donetsk
province. Ukrainian forces were
pushing a counteroffensive
toward Kreminna, a city in
neighboring Luhansk province,
in hopes of potentially dividing
Russia's troops in the east.

France has supplied
Ukraine with a substantial
chunk of its arsenal of Caesar
cannons, as well as anti-tank
missiles, Crotale air defense
missile batteries and rocket
launchers. It is also training
some 2,000 Ukrainian troops
on French soil. Macron pledged
last week to provide a new
injection of weapons in early
2023.

Western military aid to
Ukraine has angered Moscow.
On Tuesday, Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov accused
Washington and NATO of fuel-
ing the war with the aim of
weakening Russia and warned
the conflict could spin out of
control.
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The Bulgarian foreign min-
istry on Thursday sum-

moned Russia’s ambassador to
explain why Moscow has placed
a Bulgarian journalist working
for an international investigative
website on a list of wanted per-
sons. Christo Grozev, the lead-
ing Bellingcat researcher on
Russia, who carried out investi-
gations into the poisonings of
opposition politician Alexey
Navalny and former Russian
spy Sergei Skripal, has focused
this year on alleged Russian war
crimes in Ukraine.

Bulgarian Prime Minister
Galab Donev said Thursday that
his country has not been
informed through official chan-
nels by Russia about any charges
brought against Grozev.

“This act is unacceptable …
it constitutes an encroachment
on the freedom of speech and an
attempt to intimidate a Bulgarian
citizen,” he said.

Grozev, who doesn’t share
his location for security reasons,
said in a tweet on Monday that
he had no idea on what grounds
the Kremlin has put him on its

“wanted list” and added: “In a
way it doesn’t matter — for years
they’ve made it clear they are
scared of our work and would
stop at nothing to make it go
away.”

Speaking to local TV chan-
nels by video link from an
undisclosed location, Grozev
expressed fear for his and his

family’s life, and said that he
expects support from the
Bulgarian state.

He said he has already been
offered help by several European
countries, including Austria,
where he has been living in the
last decade.

Grozev said that in the last
couple of years he and his col-
leagues from Bellingcat have
travelled “with last-minute tick-
et purchases so that it is not easy
to find out where we are going
and what we are investigating.”
Now, he added, “we have to avoid
getting into the territory of a
country that might do the
Kremlin a favor.”

Thursday’s move to sum-
mon the Russian ambassador
came after the main parties in
Bulgaria’s parliament called for
support for Grozev.

��� 
	�
��������B����
�
��,��,�	��
		
����	���	���

����4�0"5�
� "�/
�%&"��
��

�-�����
)��%��
1"�
���-
,�����

!
�����������.�2��B*����			-
�	���+����� 
��������
	��
 

%	������	������	����
	��	�	
�����	���������	5������	��	�����	��
���	���	�������	�����	��	��
���	���	�����
!	��	�����	��
	�������
	��	'�	�����
���!	)

��!	
<%�	�����=



������������������ ����������� !"�#!##
&�����1

(��� D�B2�$<�/

Benjamin Netanyahu was
on Thursday sworn-in as

Israel's prime minister for a
sixth time, leading the Jewish
state's most right-wing gov-
ernment to date.

Netanyahu, 73, already
Israel's longest-serving Prime
Minister, has the support of 63
lawmakers in the 120-member
Knesset (Israeli parliament). In
the house, 54 lawmakers voted
against his government.

He returned as prime min-
ister with the formation of his
sixth government, which is
composed of a number of far-
right allies, a prospect that
many fear would put the new

government at odds with large
parts of its own population and
its closest allies abroad.

The lawmakers supporting
the new government are all
right-wing, including

Netanyahu's Likud party sup-
ported by the ultra-orthodox
Shas, United Torah Judaism,
the far-right Otzma Yehudit,
Religious Zionist Party, and
Noam.

Shortly before the confi-
dence vote for Israel's 37th gov-
ernment, the Knesset elected
Likud lawmaker Amir Ohana
as its the new Speaker.

A former justice minister
and public security minister in
past governments, Ohana is
the Knesset's first openly gay
speaker.

Speaking at the Knesset
ahead of the swearing-in of the
new government, Netanyahu
said that the three "national
goals" of his government would

be to prevent Iran from going
nuclear, launch a bullet train
that runs across the length of
the country and bring more
Arab countries into the
Abraham accords fold.

Amid repeated heckling by
opposing members who called
Netanyahu "weak" and "racist",
he told them to "respect the
will of the voters," and that
"this is not the end of democ-
racy or the end of the country."

"In a democracy, you don't
climb over the walls of the
Capitol nor those of the
Knesset," he said.

He promised to improve
the personal safety of the citi-
zens and lower the high cost of
living.
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Amassive fire at a
Cambodian hotel casino

that lasted more than 12 hours
killed at least 19 people and
injured more than 60, while
other victims were apparent-
ly not yet accounted for
Thursday. 

Neighbouring Thailand
sent firetrucks and emergency
workers to help cope with the
crisis in the bustling border
town of Poipet.

Some victims were
believed to still be under
debris or in locked rooms
that rescue teams could not
immediately access, so the
death toll was expected to
rise, said Sek Sokhom, head of
Banteay Meanchey' province's
information department. He
said more than 60 people were
injured.

The dead and injured
comprised people of several
nationalities, including Thai,
Chinese, Malaysian,
Vietnamese and Cambodian,
he said. A local Buddhist tem-
ple was being used to receive
their bodies.

Videos posted on social
media showed people falling
from a roof after they were
trapped by the fire at the
Grand Diamond City casino
and hotel in the town of
Poipet. Many of those inside,
both customers and staff, were
from neighbouring Thailand.

In a video posted by
Cambodia's f irefighting
agency, onlookers could be
heard shouting pleas to rescue
people trapped on the roof of
the hotel complex, which is
more than a dozen stories tall
at its highest point. The video
showed at least one man

falling as the flames reached
the roof.

“Oh, please help rescue
them. Pump water, pump
water!" shouted the onlookers.

The Department of Fire
Prevention, Extinguishing and
Rescue posted that calls for
help were heard from the
13th, 14th and 15th floors at
4 a.M. And hands were seen
waving from windows as well
as a mobile phone's flashlight
signalling from inside the
complex.

“The fire was massive,
and was inside the casino, so
it was difficult for our water
cannons to reach it,” observed
a firefighter on the video post-
ed online by the fire depart-
ment. He said that was the rea-
son the fire continued burning
for such a long time.

The blaze, which started
around midnight Wednesday,

was finally put out at 2 p.M.
Thursday, said Sek Sokhom,
adding that the rescue opera-
tion was continuing.

He also said an initial
investigation found that the
fire may have been caused by
an overload due to New Year's
decorations drawing increased
electricity, causing wires to
overheat and burn.

Banteay Meanchey police
chief Sithi Loh said earlier that
360 emergency personnel and
11 firetrucks had been sent to
the scene of the fire, whose
cause was not yet known.

“Right now, we are trying
to bring the dead bodies from
the building down. I don't
think there will be any sur-
vivors because of very thick
smoke. Even we all (the rescue
staff) have to wear proper
gear when we go inside the
building, otherwise we cannot
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Moves by several countries to
mandate COVID-19 tests

for passengers arriving from
China reflect global concern
that new variants could emerge
in its ongoing explosive outbreak
— and that the government
may not inform the rest of the
world quickly enough.

There have been no reports
of new variants to date, but
China has been accused of not
being forthcoming about the
virus since it first surfaced in the
country in late 2019. The worry
is that it may not be sharing data
now on any signs of evolving
strains that could spark fresh out-
breaks elsewhere. 

The US, Japan, India, South
Korea, Taiwan and Italy have
announced testing requirements
for passengers from China. The
US cited both the surge in infec-
tions and what it said was a lack
of information, including
genomic sequencing of the virus
strains in the country.

Authorities in Taiwan and
Japan have expressed a similar
concern.

"Right now the pandemic
situation in China is not trans-
parent," Wang Pi-Sheng, the
head of Taiwan's epidemic com-
mand centre, told The
Associated Press. "We have a very
limited grasp on its information,
and it's not very accurate."

The island will start testing
everyone arriving from China on
January 1, ahead of the expect-

ed return of about 30,000
Taiwanese for the Lunar New
Year holiday later in the month.
The new Japanese rules, which
restrict flights from mainland
China, Hong Kong and Macao
to designated airports beginning
Friday, are already disrupting
holiday travel plans.

Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Wang Wenbin
noted Thursday that many coun-
tries have not changed their
policies for travellers from China
and said that any measures
should treat people from all
countries equally.

Every new infection offers a
chance for the coronavirus to
mutate, and it is spreading rapid-
ly in China. Scientists can't say
whether that means the surge
will unleash a new mutant on the
world — but they worry that
might happen.

Chinese health officials have
said the current outbreak is

being driven by versions of the
omicron variant that have also
been detected elsewhere, and a
surveillance system has been
set up to identify any potential-
ly worrisome new versions of the
virus. Wu Zunyou, the chief epi-
demiologist at China's Center for
Disease Control, said Thursday
that China has always reported
the virus strains it has found in
a timely way. 

"We keep nothing secret," he
said. "All work is shared with the
world."

German Health Ministry
spokesperson Sebastian Guelde
said authorities there have "no
indication that a more danger-
ous variant has developed in this
outbreak in China," but they are
monitoring the situation. The
European Union is also assess-
ing the situation, though its
executive branch noted that a
prevalent variant in China is
already active in Europe.
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South Korea staged
large-scale military
drills on Thursday to

simulate shooting down
drones as a step to bolster
its readiness against
North Korean provoca-
tions, three days after the
North flew drones into its
territory for the first time
in five years.

South Korean war-
planes and helicopters
failed to bring down any
of the five North Korean
drones spotted south of
the border Monday
before they flew back
home or vanished from
South Korean radars.

One of them travelled as
far as northern Seoul. That
caused security jitters among
many people in the South, for
which the military offered a
rare public apology on Tuesday.

Thursday's training
involved land-based anti-air
guns, drones playing the role of
enemy drones, and a total of 20
fighter jets, attack helicopters
and unmanned assets. While
there was no actual live-fire, it
was still the country's first set
of major anti-drone drills since
2017, according to military
authorities.

The drills near Seoul set
up diverse scenarios of border
infiltrations by small enemy
drones, under which the mobi-
lized South Korean military
assets practised how they could
detect, track and shoot them
down, the Joint Chiefs of Staff
said in a statement.

Also on Thursday, South
Korean President Yoon Suk
Yeol reiterated his push to
build a stronger air defense and
get tough on North Korean
provocations.

The North's drone flights
followed its record number of
missile tests this year that some
experts say is part of an effort
to pressure the United States
and its allies to make some con-
cessions like sanctions relief.

“Whether they have nukes
or whatever weapons of mass
destruction they have, we must
send a clear message to those
who repeat provocations. We
must not be frightened of (their
nukes) and we must not hesi-
tate,” Yoon said during a visit to
a weapons development
agency.

“To obtain peace, we must
prepare for a war that (we can
win) overwhelmingly.”

Yoon said on Tuesday his
government will advance the
planned establishment of a
military drone unit and intro-
duce high-tech stealth drones.

North Korea's state media
hasn't commented on South
Korea's announcement of its
reported drone flights. But
some observers say North
Korea likely sent those drones
to test South Korean and US
readiness.

They say North Korea also
likely assessed that drones
could be a cheap yet effective
method to trigger security con-
cerns and an internal divide in
South Korea.

In response to the North's
drone flying, South Korea said
it sent three of its surveillance
drones across the border in a
rare tit-for-tat measure. North
Korea didn't make any reac-
tion, according to South
Korean defense officials.

This week, North Korea is
under a key ruling party meet-
ing to review past projects and
determine policy objectives for
2023. During its third day on
Wednesday, leader Kim Jong
Un expressed hopes that local
Workers' Party officials would
report successes on their jobs
and duties to live up to the
party's trust in them, state
media reported on Thursday,
without elaborating what their
tasks are.

In an earlier session, state
media cited Kim as setting
forth new goals to solidify his
country's military power, an
indication that he would con-
tinue his run of weapons tests.
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Restricting abortion access is
linked to increased suicide

risk for women of reproductive
age, a study conducted in the
US found.

The interdisciplinary team
from the University of
Pennsylvania and Children's
Hospital of Philadelphia
(CHOP), US, did not find the
same association for older
women or death due to motor
vehicle accidents, the study
said.

"Stress is a key contributor
to mental health burden and a
major driver of increased sui-
cide risk," said Ran Barzilay of
the Perelman School of
Medicine and CHOP.

"We found that this partic-

ular stressor - restriction to
abortion - affects women of a
specific age in a specific cause
of death, which is suicide.
That's the 10,000-foot view,"
said Barzilay.

The findings have been
published in the Journal of the
American Medical Association
(JAMA) Psychiatry.

When the Dobbs v. Jackson
Supreme Court decision came
down in June, overturning the
right to abortion in the United
States that Roe v. Wade had
bestowed in 1973, conversations
about access to reproductive
care took on a renewed urgency.

The prior work of Jonathan
Zandberg of the Wharton
School, US, had shown that
more restricted access to repro-
ductive care creates a costly

trade-off for women's career
aspirations and their family
formation choices. The
researchers decided to examine
other aspects of this dynamic,
looking at the mental health
implications of enforcing strict
reproductive rights and more
specifically, risk of suicide, the
third leading cause of death for
25- to 44-year-olds in the US.

They conducted a differ-
ence-in-differences analysis,
using state-level data from 1974
through 2016 and covering the
entire population of adult
women during that time.

"We constructed three
indices that measure access to
reproductive care by looking at
the enforcement of state-level
legislation," said Zandberg.

"Every time a state enforced
a law that was related to repro-
ductive care, we incorporated it
into the index," said Zandberg.

Then, among women of
reproductive age, the
researchers analyzed suicide
rates before and after the laws
took effect, comparing those
numbers to broad suicide
trends and to rates in places
without such restrictions.
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The US State Department
has approved the sale of
an anti-tank mine-laying

system to Taiwan amid the ris-
ing military threat from China.

The department on
Wednesday said the Volcano
system and all related equip-
ment would cost an estimated
USD 180 million.

It's capable of scattering
anti-tank and anti-personnel
mines from either a ground
vehicle or helicopter.

The announcement indi-
cated Taiwan would be buying
the vehicle-borne version, the
kind of general-use weapon
many experts believe Taiwan
needs more of to dissuade or
repel a potential Chinese inva-
sion.

To advertise that threat,
China's military sent 71 planes
and seven ships toward Taiwan
in a 24-hour display of force
directed at the self-ruled island
it claims is its own territory,
Taiwan's Defence Ministry
said on Monday.

China's military harass-
ment of Taiwan has intensified
in recent years, along with

rhetoric from top leaders that
the island has no choice but to
accept eventual Chinese rule.

That has seen the ruling
Communist Party's increas-
ingly powerful military wing,
the People's Liberation Army,
send planes or ships toward
the island on a near-daily
basis.

Between 6 am Sunday and
6 am Monday, 47 of the
Chinese planes crossed the
median line of the 160 kilo-
metre (100 mile) -Taiwan
Strait, an unofficial boundary
once tacitly accepted by both
sides, according to the Defence

Ministry.
That came after China

expressed anger at Taiwan-
related provisions in a US
annual defense spending bill in
what has come to be a stan-
dard Chinese practice.

China also conducted
large-scale live-fire military
exercises in August in response
to US House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi's visit to Taiwan.

Beijing views visits from
foreign governments to the
island as de facto recognition
of Taiwan as independent and
a challenge to China's claim of
sovereignty.
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Nepal witnessed political
turbulence in 2022 that

dramatically turned rivals into
allies and throned former guer-
rilla leader Pushpa Kamal
Dahal "Prachanda" as the
Prime Minister for a third
time, as Kathmandu made
efforts to balance ties with
immediate neighbours India
and China with high-profile
talks and visits.

Prachanda, the 68-year-
old CPN-Maoist Centre chair-
man, surprisingly left his pre-
poll alliance with the Nepali
Congress and joined hands
with rival CPN-UML led by
former premier K P Sharma Oli
and five other smaller parties
to become prime minister.

Elections to the lower
house and seven provincial
assemblies were held last
month to end the prolonged
political instability that had
plagued the Himalayan nation.
However, the polls resulted in
a hung parliament, with the
Nepali Congress emerging as
the single largest party, fol-
lowed by CPN-UML and
Prachanda's CPN-Maoist.

No party in the 275-mem-
ber House of Representatives
got 138 seats required to form
a government.

The wheel turned full cir-
cle since Prachanda and Oli
were allies till the former broke
away last year and backed
Nepali Congress president Sher
Bahadur Deuba for the post of
prime minister.
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breathe at all,” Montri Khaosa-
ard, a staff member of Thailand
Ruamkatanyu Foundation, a
social welfare organisation that
sends volunteers to disaster
scenes, said Thursday after-
noon. 

Thai and Cambodian res-
cue teams worked side by side
in Thursday's search of the
badly burned premises.

Thailand's public television
network, Thai PBS, reported
that 50 Thais, both staff and
customers, had been trapped
inside the casino complex. It

reported that Cambodian
authorities requested help to
deal with the fire from
Thailand, which sent five
firetrucks and 10 rescue vans.

Poipet in western
Cambodia is opposite the city
of Aranyaprathet in more afflu-
ent Thailand, and there is busy
cross-border trade and tourism.
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Amid global shocks and
challenges, the Indian

economy presents a picture of
resilience and the regulators are
ready to take appropriate
actions to preserve financial
stability, RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das said on
Thursday.

In his foreword to the 26th
Financial Stability Report
(FSR), Das said the interna-
tional economic order stands
challenged and financial mar-
kets are in turmoil due to
monetary tightening in most
parts of the world.

Food and energy supplies
and prices are under strain,
debt distress is staring at many
emerging market and devel-
oping economies, and every
economy is grappling with
multiple challenges, he said.

“Amidst such global
shocks and challenges, the
Indian economy presents a
picture of resilience. Financial
stability has been maintained.
Domestic financial markets
have remained stable and fully
functional. The banking system
is sound and well-capitalised,”
Das said.

In spite of formidable
global headwinds, he said that
India’s external accounts

remain well-cushioned and
viable.

Going forward, Das said
that core issues of management
of climate change, dealing with
unanticipated and fresh shocks,
if any, further strengthening the
buffers of financial system,
harnessing fintech innovations
and deepening financial inclu-
sion will continue to receive
priority attention from regula-
tors and policy makers.

In 2023, India is well posi-
tioned to play a leading role in
the world stage as part of its
G20 presidency. The biggest
challenge for G20 as a group is

to re-ignite the efficacy of mul-
tilateralism, the Governor said.

Further, Das said the cen-
tral bank recognises the desta-
bilising potential of global risks
even as it draw strength from
the robust macroeconomic
fundamentals of the Indian
economy.

“The Reserve Bank and
the other financial regulators
remain vigilant and in readi-
ness to ensure the stability and
soundness of our financial sys-
tem through appropriate inter-
ventions, whenever necessary,
in the best interest of the
Indian economy,” he said. 
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The RBI on Thursday said
banks’ gross NPA ratio has

fallen to a seven-year low of 5
per cent and the banking sys-
tem remains sound and well-
capitalised.

The declining tendency in
the Gross Non-Performing
Assets (GNPA) ratio is likely to
continue and under the base-
line scenario of the stress test-
ing framework, it is projected
to fall further to 4.9 per cent in
September 2023, the 26th issue
of the Financial Stability Report
(FSR) said.

The report further said the
capital positions of scheduled
commercial banks (SCBs)
remained strong in September
2022. The Capital to Risk
Weighted Assets Ratio (CRAR)
and Common Equity Tier 1
(CET1) ratio of SCBs stood at

16 per cent and 13 per cent,
respectively.

“Their GNPA ratio have
been steadily trending down to
a seven-year low of 5 per cent
in September 2022, while net
non-performing assets (NNPA)
have dropped to ten-year low
of 1.3 per cent of total assets,”
it said.

The provisioning coverage
ratio (PCR) has been increas-
ing steadily since March 2021
to 71.5 per cent.

The profit after tax of SCBs
registered a growth of 40.7
per cent in the first half of the
current fiscal, led by strong
growth in net interest income
and a reduction in provisions.

The report also said the
global economy is facing for-
midable headwinds with reces-
sionary risks looming large.

The interplay of multiple
shocks has resulted in tightened
financial conditions and
heightened volatility in finan-
cial markets, it pointed out.

For emerging market
economies (EMEs), it said, the
challenges are even harsher as
they encounter global
spillovers, debt fragility, cur-
rency volatility and capital out-
flows.
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The RBI on Thursday said
banks’ gross NPA ratio has

fallen to a sever-year low of 5
per cent and the banking sys-
tem remains sound and well-
capitalised.

In the 26th issue of the
Financial Stability Report
(FSR), the RBI also said the
global economy is facing for-
midable headwinds with reces-
sionary risks looming large.

The interplay of multiple
shocks has resulted in tightened
financial conditions and
heightened volatility in finan-
cial markets, it pointed out.

“The Indian economy is
confronting strong global head-
winds. Yet, sound macroeco-
nomic fundamentals and
healthy financial and non-
financial sector balance sheets
are providing strength and
resilience and engendering
financial system stability,” the
report said.

In the foreword to the
report, RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das said the cen-
tral bank recognises the desta-
bilising potential of global risks,
even as it draw strength from
the robust macroeconomic
fundamentals of the Indian
economy.
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Coal Minister Pralhad Joshi
on Thursday inaugurated

the �300-crore Angul-Balram
rail line that connects Odisha’s
Talcher Coalfield.

The rail link is the first
phase of a total 68-km-long
Inner Corridor - Angul-
Balram-PutugadiaJarapada-
Tentuloi — which will cater to
the coal mines of Talcher coal-
fields in the Angul district of
Odisha.

“Coal evacuation from
Talcher coalfields got a major
boost with the inauguration of
the 14-km-long Angul-Balram
rail link, which would enable
Mahanadi Coalfields Ltd

(MCL) to increase daily
despatch of coal to the con-
sumers by about 40 thousand
tonne,” the coal ministry said in
a statement.

The commissioning of the
first phase Angul-Balram rail
link has increased the potential
of Coal India arm MCL to
despatch coal by 10 more rakes
daily. The rail link was con-
structed by Mahanadi Coal
Railway Ltd (MCRL), a joint
venture company of MCL,
IRCON International Ltd and
IDCO. 

The rail link will also help
in the evacuation of the dry fuel
from the coal blocks allotted to
miners other than Coal India
in Talcher coalfields. 
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The CBIC has asked tax offi-
cers to abide by the NCLT

order in insolvency cases and
recover only that much GST
dues as has been finalised by
the tribunal.

In a circular, the Central
Board of Indirect Taxes and
Customs (CBIC) said the pro-
ceedings at the National
Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT) under the Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Code (IBC)
will be covered under Section
84 of the Central GST Act —
which deals with recovery pro-
ceedings.

The CBIC on December 27
issued a clarification in
response to representations
received from the trade as well
as tax authorities regarding

the modalities for implemen-
tation of the order of the adju-
dicating authority under the
IBC with respect to the
demand for recovery against
the such corporate debtor.

“In cases where a con-
firmed demand for recovery
has been issued by the tax
authorities...Against the cor-

porate debtor, and where the
proceedings have been finalised
against the corporate debtor
under IBC reducing the
amount of statutory dues
payable by the corporate debtor
under CGST Act..., the juris-
dictional Commissioner shall
issue an intimation reducing
such demand, to the taxable
person...,” the CBIC said.

EY Tax Partner Saurabh
Agarwal said the circular clar-
ifies the treatment of statutory
dues under GST law in respect
of taxpayers for whom pro-
ceedings have been finalised
under IBC. 

Section 84 of the CGST Act
deals with the procedure where
original tax, interest or penal-
ty stands reduced under an
appeal, revision or other pro-
ceedings.
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Equity benchmarks closed in
the positive territory after

trading lower for most part of
the session on Thursday on fag-
end buying in telecom, bank-
ing and metal stocks amid
expiry of monthly derivative
contracts.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
climbed 223.60 points or 0.37
per cent to settle at 61,133.88.
During the day, it had declined
431.22 points or 0.70 per cent
to 60,479.06.

Similarly, the broader NSE
Nifty gained 68.50 points or
0.38 per cent to end at 18,191.

Bharti Airtel topped the
Sensex gainers’ chart with a
jump of 1.99 per cent, followed
by SBI, Tata Steel, IndusInd
Bank, Axis Bank, Sun Pharma
and ICICI Bank.

In contrast, Tata Motors,
Titan, UltraTech Cement,
Hindustan Unilever, Bajaj
Finserv and Larsen & Toubro
were the prominent laggards,
shedding up to 1.41 per cent.

The market breadth was in
favour of the bulls, with 19
advances and 11 declines.

“Markets shrugged off
intra-day volatility as last hour
buying helped key indices end

in the green. Investors covered
their positions on the last day
of the December monthly
expiry, fuelling an upsurge in
metals, banking and oil & gas
shares on hopes of a demand
revival after China lifted Covid-
related restrictions.

“But sideways movement
will continue going ahead as
recessionary fears in the West
continue to loom large in view
of more likely rate hikes and
tempered growth going ahead,”
said Shrikant Chouhan, Head
of Equity Research (Retail),
Kotak Securities Ltd.

Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit Financial
Services, said negative closing
of the US market pushed
Indian bourses to a poor start.
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Go l d
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fell �21 to
�54,963 per
10 grams in
the national capital on
Thursday, according to HDFC
Securities.

The precious metal had
ended at �54,984 per 10 grams
in the previous trade.

Silver also declined �464 to
�69,117 per kilogram.

“Major central banks,
including the Bank of Japan
have showed concerns regard-
ing inflation and are expected
to raise rates further in the next
year. Focus today will be on the
US weekly jobless claims data,”
Navneet Damani, Senior VP -
Commodity Research at
Motilal Oswal Financial
Services, said.

In the overseas market,
gold was trading higher at
$1,809 per ounce while silver
was down at $23.65 per 
ounce.

“Comex gold price traded
marginally up in the Asian
trading hours on optimism
about improvement in demand
from China,” an analyst at
HDFC Securities said. 
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Union Commerce Minister
Piyush Goyal on Thursday

said he expects at least two
more free trade agreements to
be signed up in 2023.

Negotiations are scheduled
with the UK, European Union
and Canada, Goyal said at an
event here, adding that his
ministry does not have the
bandwidth to tend to requests
by smaller trading partners
like New Zealand with which
the bilateral trade stands at
USD 350 million. 

“India today works from a
position of strength, we nego-
tiate with confidence,” Goyal
said, adding that the country
will sign at least two such free
trade agreements. 

Speaking at the event to
mark the operationalisation of
the India-Australia Economic
Cooperation and Trade
Agreement signed in April this
year, Goyal said January itself
is filled with meetings between
Indian Commerce Ministry
officials and their counterparts
abroad. After handing over
certificates of origin to the
first among the Indian goods
being sent to Australia after the
agreement, Goyal said the FTA
will benefit a slew of sectors,

including textiles, gems and
jewellery and also information
technology, which gets aided by
the dropping of double taxa-
tion. Goyal said he expects
Indian IT companies’ billing to
Australia alone growing to
USD 1 billion in the next 5-7
years from USD 200 million at
present. 

The Regional
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP), which
India walked out of in 2019,
would have become a free
trade agreement with China in
effect, Goyal said, adding that
Indian industry was “petri-
fied” with the earlier UPA gov-
ernment’s move to start nego-
tiations on the same. 

He called the walkout an
economically prudent and wise

decision. 
As of now, with the agree-

ment with Australia, India has
separately struck trade agree-
ments with 13 of the 15 coun-
tries in the RCEP, while only
New Zealand and China
remain.  He said on a conser-
vative basis, the ministry
expects the bilateral trade
between India and Australia to
increase to $31 billion in five
years with the free trade agree-
ment in place. 

The agreement is a win-
win document that has the
complementarities as its fun-
damental building block, Goyal
said, adding that India will get
access to cheaper raw materi-
als like coal from Australia
while the finished Indian goods
will have a market there.
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The country’s mineral pro-
duction increased 2.5 per

cent in October over the same
month a year ago, the mines
ministry said on Thursday.

The index of mineral pro-
duction of mining and quar-
rying sector for the month
stood at 112.5, up 2.5 per cent
as compared to October last
year. As per provisional figures
of the Indian Bureau of Mines,
the cumulative growth during
April-October 2022-23 over
the corresponding period of
previous year is 4 per cent.

The output of important
minerals in October includes
coal (662 lakh tonne), lignite
(35 lakh tonne), natural gas
(utilized) 2,829 million cubic
metre and petroleum (crude)
25 lakh tonne.
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The rupee consolidated in a narrow range and settled 7 paise
lower at 82.87 against the US dollar on Thursday despite soft-

ening crude oil prices and a weak greenback overseas.
At the interbank forex market, the local unit opened weak

at 82.77 against the greenback and witnessed an intra-day high
of 82.77 and a low of 82.87. It finally ended at 82.87 against the
American currency, registering a fall of 7 paise over its previ-
ous close of 82.80. The dollar index, which gauges the greenback’s
strength against a basket of six currencies, declined 0.19 per cent
to 104.26.

“Rupee remained flat... As the holiday week of Christmas and
New Year kept volumes away. The range for rupee is narrow
between 82.50-82.95 with undertone of weakness,” said Jateen
Trivedi, VP Research Analyst at LKP Securities. On the domes-
tic equity market front, the BSE Sensex ended 223.60 points or
0.37 per cent higher at 61,133.88, while the broader NSE Nifty
advanced 68.50 points or 0.38 per cent to 18,191.00. Brent crude
futures, the global oil benchmark, declined 1.71 per cent to USD
81.84 per barrel. Foreign Institutional Investors (FIIs) remained
net sellers in the capital markets on Thursday as they offloaded
shares worth �572.78 crore, according to exchange data. 
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The new emission standard,
Bharat Stage TREM IV, for

tractors of engine power of over
50 horse power set to kick in
from January 2023, will impact
around 7-8 per cent of the
domestic volume and manu-
facturers are expected to grad-
ually pass the cost increases to
customers, according to ratings
agency ICRA.

A big proportion of the
overall industry, less than 50
horse power (HP), constituting
around 92 per cent of sales in
FY22 would continue to be
governed by Bharat Stage
TREM IIIA norms, ICRA said
in a statement.

The implementation of the

revised emission norms for
the over 50-HP segment were
initially slated to be imple-
mented from October 2020,
but was deferred multiple times
with the government taking
cognisance of industry repre-
sentations amid the disruptions
brought about by the pandem-
ic.

“India remains a medium-
to-high HP tractor market,
with around 80 per cent of the
sales coming from the 30-50
HP categories. The revised
emission norms applicable
from January 2023 would apply
only to more than 50 HP trac-
tors, impacting around 7-8 per
cent of the overall industry vol-
umes,” ICRA Vice President,
Corporate Ratings Rohan
Kanwar Gupta said.
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India’s retail inflation has
moderated after remaining

above the upper tolerance level
since January, and frontloaded
monetary policy actions are
expected to bring it further
under control, the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) said in a
report on Thursday.

The RBI’s Financial
Stability Report (FSR) also said
the persistence and broadening

of core inflation may continue
to exert pressure going forward.

“Frontloaded monetary
policy actions are expected to
bring inflation into the toler-
ance band and closer to the tar-
get while anchoring inflation
expectations,” the FSR noted.

The Indian economy is
confronting strong global
headwinds but the sound
macroeconomic fundamentals
and healthy financial and non-
financial sector balance sheets

are providing strength and
resilience and engendering
financial system stability, it
added.

“Inflation, though elevat-
ed, is retreating in response to
frontloaded monetary policy
actions and supply side inter-
vention,” the report noted.

The RBI said the increase
in the value of the US dollar
also tends to raise inflation by
driving up import prices, main-
ly of commodities which are

invoiced in the greenback.
Currency depreciations

have kept commodity prices in
local currency at still elevated
levels and much above their
averages over the last five years
in many economies, said the

report.
For poorer economies,

this is a “double blow” as com-
modity-driven inflation is like-
ly to precipitate a “humanitar-
ian crisis”.

On the domestic financial
situation, RBI said the condi-
tions have tightened in
response to the focus of the
monetary policy stance on
withdrawal of accommodation
to ensure that inflation remains
within the target going forward,

while supporting growth.
The RBI has been man-

dated by the government to
keep inflation in a band of 2-6
per cent. RBI takes into account
the retail inflation to review its
monetary policy every two
months.

After remaining above the
upper tolerance level since
January this year, retail inflation
slipped to 5.88 per cent in
November 2022 on softening
food prices. 
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Novak Djokovic admitted
on Thursday that being

deported from Australia was an
experience he will never forget,
but it was time to move on, as
he enjoyed a warm welcome in
Adelaide.

The Serbian star, who will
bid for a men's record-equalling
22nd Grand Slam crown at the
Australian Open next month,
returned to the country on
Tuesday, almost a year after
being kicked out after a legal
battle for refusing to be vacci-
nated against Covid-19.

He was banned from
returning for three years, but
Australia has since lifted its
requirement for visitors to show
proof of vaccination status and
a new government in Canberra
confirmed last month that the
Serb was no longer barred.

"It's one of those things that
sticks with you, stays with you

for, I guess, the rest of your life,"
Djokovic said in his first com-
ments since arriving for the
Adelaide International.

"As I said, (it's) something
that I've never experienced
before and hopefully never
again.

"But it is a valuable life expe-
rience for me and something
that will stay there, but I have to
move on.

"Coming back to Australia
speaks to how I feel about this
country, how I feel about play-
ing here."

Tennis Australia chief exec-
utive Craig Tiley said this week
he hoped local fans would
embrace Djokovic's return, and
the nine-time Australian Open
champion said he had so far felt
no animosity.

"I've been here only two
days but from the people in the
hotel to the airport to people at
the tournament and at the club,
everyone has been really pleas-

ant, really, really nice to me so
all good for now," he said.

"I always felt great in
Australia, always, you know,
played my best tennis, received
a lot of support, so hopefully I
can have another great sum-
mer."

The 35-year-old was unable
to compete in two of the four
majors this year, with his vacci-
nation stance meaning he was
also forced to sit out the US
Open.

However, he finished his
2022 campaign with a bang,
winning titles in Tel Aviv,
Astana and the ATP Finals in
Turin, as well as reaching the
final of the Paris Masters.

He also picked up trophies
in Rome and Wimbledon and
tallied up a 42-7 win-loss record
throughout the season.

"I always have faith in
myself and believe that I can win
every tournament that I play in
and I think with the career that
I had, I feel like I deserve to have
that kind of mental approach,"
he said.

"Things are obviously dif-
ferent (now). Lots of young guys
on the tour, a kind of shift of
generations but you know,
Nadal and myself, still going
strong from the older guys."
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American world number
nine Taylor Fritz and 11th-

ranked Madison Keys cruised
through their opening ties
against the Czech Republic to
get their seasons off to a win-
ning start at the inaugural
United Cup on Thursday.

The mixed team tourna-
ment features 18 countries
playing in Sydney, Brisbane
and Perth, with each tie con-
sisting of two men's and two
women's singles rubbers along
with a mixed doubles match as
players warm up to the
Australian Open.

Fritz got his country away
to a flying start with a 6-3, 6-
4 win over world number 74
Jiri Lehecka at Sydney's Ken
Rosewall Arena before Keys
saw off Marie Bouzkova 6-4, 6-
3.

The 25-year-old Fritz had
a breakthrough year in 2022,
beating 22-time Grand Slam
champion Rafael Nadal in the

final at Indian Wells to go with
titles in Tokyo and Eastbourne.

He broke into the top 10 in
2022, reaching a career-high
eight in October.

Fritz had too much fire-
power for Lehecka, facing only
two break points on his way to

a comfortable 75-minute win.
The American admitted

he had felt some nerves before
the match.

Keys, who made the
Australian Open semi-finals
this year, came back from an
early break of serve in both sets
to see off Bouzkova in 80 min-
utes.

The former US Open final-
ist overpowered her Czech
opponent from the baseline,
taking full advantage of the
quick conditions on centre
court.

In Brisbane, Italy and
Brazil were locked at one rub-
ber apiece after the early ses-
sion.

Beatriz Haddad Maia, the
Brazilian world number 15,
was far too strong for Martina
Trevisan, dropping just two
games on her way to a 6-2, 6-
0 victory.

Lorenzo Musetti levelled
the tie at one-all when he
downed Felipe Meligeni Alves
6-3, 6-4.
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Pay rises are in store for
players at January's

Australian Open with organ-
isers on Thursday announc-
ing a 3.4% boost in the total
purse to a record Aus$76.5
million (US$51.6 million).

The winners of the men's
and women's titles at the
first Grand Slam of the year
will both take home
Aus$2.975 million with play-
ers beaten in earlier rounds
faring better than ever.

Anyone crashing out in
round one will receive
Aus$106,250, up 3.2%, while
second-round players get a
similar increase to
Aus$158,850.

Tournament director
Craig Tiley said the total
prize pool for the Australian
summer of tennis, which
includes Grand Slam warm-
up events like the United
Cup, would exceed Aus$100
million for the first time.

"It is critical to the con-
tinued success of the
Australian tennis summer
that we provide strong and
relevant playing opportuni-
ties and ensure that the best
players in the world are com-
pensated appropriately," he
said.

"At the Australian Open,
we've upped prize money
for every round from quali-
fying, through to the finals,
with the major increases in
the early rounds.

"These substantial
rewards help players invest in
their own careers and in
many cases, set themselves up
for success throughout the
year."

Australian Open prize-
money has increased by more
than 321%, or Aus$58.32
million, in the last 20 years,
when it was Aus$18.18 mil-
lion

The Australian Open
gets underway at Melbourne
Park on January 16.
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Kylian Mbappe scored an
injury-time penalty to
seal a 2-1 win for Paris

Saint-Germain over Strasbourg
in Ligue 1 on Wednesday
before admitting he will never
get over France's World Cup
final defeat to Argentina.

Mbappe was back in action
10 days after scoring a hat-trick
in the final but then seeing the
South Americans win in a
penalty shootout.

PSG had Neymar sent off
for two yellow cards as the
Brazilian made an unhappy
return to action following his
country's elimination in the
World Cup quarter-finals.

Captain Marquinhos had
put the hosts ahead with an
early header but the Brazilian
defender scored an own goal
after 51 minutes as some of
PSG's stars appeared to be suf-
fering a post-Qatar hangover.

Neymar picked up a yellow
for a petulant flick in the face
of a Strasbourg player and
then earned another for a bla-
tant dive in the penalty area just
after the hour.

Mbappe had been a con-
stant menace for PSG but was
unable to find the target with
two clear-cut chances.

But deep into second-half
injury time he was brought
down in the penalty area and
converted the winner from the
spot in the 96th minute.

After the game, Mbappe
said of the World Cup defeat:
"I think I'm never going to get
over it.

"As I said to my teammates,
there is no reason why the club

should pay the price for the fail-
ure of the national team, they
are two very different situa-
tions," he added.

Argentina superstar Lionel
Messi was absent from the
PSG lineup after his World
Cup-winning exploits.

The victory put PSG eight
points ahead of Lens, who
must beat Nice on Thursday to
keep up.

PSG also announced that
their 30-year-old Italian mid-
fielder Marco Verratti has
extended his stay at the club

until 2026.
In other games, Lille beat

10-man Clermont 2-0 thanks
to an Angle Gomes penalty and
a late settler from Mohamed
Bayo deep in time added on.

Lyon thrashed Brest 4-2
away from home as they push
for the European places.
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France may have had a

glimpse of the future earlier on
Wednesday when 17-year-old
Monaco forward Eliesse Ben
Seghir secured all three points
in a 3-2 win over Auxerre on
his Ligue 1 debut.

Thierry Henry was two
months younger when he
scored his first double for
Monaco against Lens aged 17
years and 8 months back in
1995, but the brilliance of Ben
Seghir's brace brought back
memories of the Arsenal and
France star.

Ben Seghir, who does not
turn 18 until February, came on
as a second-half substitute for
Wissam Ben Yedder, who had
scored from the spot just before
half time but was replaced
anyway.

The newcomer unleashed
his first goal within 12 minutes
with an unstoppable shot to put
Monaco 2-1 up.

He then delivered a solo
effort to savour, delivering a
curling winner from outside
the box to make it 3-2.

After the final whistle the
Monaco players led Ben Seghir
to be serenaded by the away
fans on a night that will live
long in the teenager's memory.

The win lifts Monaco up to
fifth place on 30 points.
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Kylian Mbappe said he will never
get over the disappointment of

losing the World Cup final after the
France star scored the winner on his
return to action for Paris Saint-
Germain on Wednesday.

"I think I'm never going to get
over it," Mbappe said, speaking 10

days after he scored a hat-trick in
the final against Argentina which
the South Americans won in a
penalty shootout.

"As I said to my teammates,
there is no reason why the club
should pay the price for the failure
of the national team, they are two
very different situations," Mbappe
said.
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Erling Haaland lamented
not scoring five times in

the city of his birth as the
Norwegian struck twice in
Manchester City's 3-1 win at
Leeds to lift them back up to
second in the Premier League.

Haaland spent his early
years in Yorkshire as his father
Alfe Inge played for Leeds, but
showed no mercy as City got
their title challenge back on
track.

Pep Guardiola's men
moved to within five points of
Arsenal at the top of the table
as they bounced back from a
shock defeat to Brentford
before the World Cup.

Haaland now has 20
Premier League goals in just
14 appearances since joining
City, but was still left unsat-
isfied after failing to beat
Illan Meslier with three one-
on-ones.

"I could've scored five,
that's the truth," Haaland told
Amazon Prime.

Haaland should have
made his mark inside 45 sec-
onds as he was denied by a
fine save from Meslier when
clean through.

That set the tone for a first
half of frustration for City as
a series of glorious chances
came and went.

Meslier won another bat-
tle with Haaland, while two
glaring misses from Jack
Grealish left Guardiola with
his head in his hands.

However, Leeds crucially
failed to hold out until half-
time on level terms as the vis-
itors finally made their dom-
inance count in first half

stoppage time.
Kevin De Bruyne opened

up the Leeds defence for the
opener and when Riyad
Mahrez's shot was parried by
Meslier, Rodri swept the
rebound into the net.

Grealish made some
amends for his earlier misses
by creating the second with a
smart interception and
unselfish pass for Haaland to
roll into an empty net.

The City star acknowl-
edged his Leeds past by refus-
ing to celebrate, but it did not
stop him adding a second on
the night from another
Grealish cutback.

"I have to say, it's a really
special moment in my career,"
Haaland said of playing at
Elland Road.

"It was in my craziest fan-
tasy I could think of to be at
Elland Road and score for
Manchester City against
Leeds."

Leeds remain perilously
poised just two points above
the relegation zone, but did at
least get a goal to show for
their efforts when Pascal
Struijk headed in from a cor-
ner 17 minutes from time.

Haaland did at least spare
the home side his fourth
Premier League hat-trick with
an uncharacteristically weak
finish with just Meslier to beat
once more.

At the other end Joe
Gelhardt's curling effort was
inches away from setting up
a grandstand finish.

But a two-goal margin of
victory was the very least
City's display deserved as
they leapfrogged Newcastle
into second in the table.
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Liverpool confirmed the
signing of Cody Gakpo,

subject to a work permit, on
Wednesday with the Dutch
international forward joining
from PSV Eindhoven.

The 23-year-old, who
scored three goals at the
World Cup for the
Netherlands, had previously
been linked with a move to
Liverpool's rivals Manchester
United.

But the Reds have acted
decisively to bolster a forward

line currently depleted by
injuries to Luis Diaz and
Diogo Jota.

"Liverpool Football Club
have reached an agreement for
the transfer of Cody Gakpo
from PSV Eindhoven, subject
to a work permit," Liverpool
said in a statement.

"The 23-year-old forward
will officially become a Reds
player at the start of the
January transfer window after
agreeing personal terms and
successfully completing a
medical."

According to reports,

Liverpool will pay an initial
fee of £37 million ($45 mil-
lion) with Gakpo signing a
contract until 2028.

"I think this is a great club
for me to come in and try to
show what I can (do) and try
to help the team to achieve
more beautiful moments that
they already did in the past
years,"  Gakpo told the
Liverpool website.

"I think for me personal-
ly it's also good to develop
here and there's a lot of great
players here who I can learn
a lot of things from."
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Swashbuckling Indian batters
Suryakumar Yadav and

Smriti Mandhana were on
Thursday nominated for the
men's and women's T20
Cricketer of the Year awards,
respectively, for their exploits
in 2022.

Suryakumar has been
nominated alongside T20
World Cup-winning England
all-rounder Sam Curran,
Pakistan wicketkeeper batter
Mohammad Rizwan and
Zimbabwe's batting all-
rounder Sikandar Raza for the
top honours in the men's cat-
egory.

Pakistan bowling all-
rounder Nida Dar, New
Zealand's Sophie Devine and
Australian Tahlia Mcgrath will
give Mandhana competition in
the women's category.

Suryakumar had a sensa-

tional 2022 in the shortest for-
mat of the game, becoming just
the second batter to score
more than 1000 runs in a year
in the format.

He ended the year as the
highest run-getter, scoring
1164 runs at a ridiculous strike-
rate of 187.43. His tally of 68
sixes in the calendar year in
T20s is the highest anyone has
recorded in the format in a year
by a fair distance.

Suryakumar's incredible
consistency in the format is
reflected in his average which
stood in the mid-40s. With two
hundreds and nine half-cen-
turies in the year, Yadav was the

standout men's T20 batter.
In the T20 World Cup in

Australia, he recorded three
fifties in six innings, averaging
nearly 60 in the tournament
while going at a strike-rate of
189.68. He continued his stel-
lar year after the tournament
too, recording his second hun-
dred in T20s in the year in the
bilateral series in New Zealand.

The year also saw
Suryakumar become the top-
ranked men's T20 batter,
achieving a career-high 890 rat-
ing points.

Last year's ICC women's
T20 Cricketer of the Year,
Mandhana was once again a

picture of consistency in the
shortest format.

From smashing the quick-
est fifty by an India woman (off
just 23 balls) to breaching the
2500-run mark in T20s,
Mandhana enjoyed a good
run this year.

She left her mark on the
Commonwealth Games, the
T20 Asia Cup and a memo-
rable five-match home series
against Australia towards the
business end of a fruitful year.

Mandhana's most excit-
ing innings of 2022 came in the
second T20 of the bilateral
series against Australia in
December.
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South Africa were on the wrong
end of a "hammering" against

rampant top-ranked Australia
on Thursday, losing the second
Test by 182 runs and with it the
series.

The loss capped a dismal
first two Tests for the visitors who
slumped by six wickets in the
opener at Brisbane inside two
days, with a potential face-saving
third match at Sydney still to play.

"It is not easy at the moment.
That was bit of a hammering,"
Proteas skipper Dean Elgar said.

Australia declared on
Wednesday at 575-8 built on the
back of man-of-the-match
Warner's 200 and a gutsy 85
from Steve Smith in searing heat,
in reply to South Africa's first
innings 189, and then took com-
plete control with the ball.

South Africa resumed day
four on 15-1 after Elgar went for
a duck before rain halted play
early on Wednesday.

But their resistance didn't
last long with three wickets falling
before lunch at the Melbourne
Cricket Ground and the rest in
the second session as they suc-
cumbed for 204.

Temba Bavuma top-scored
with 65 while Nathan Lyon took
3-58 in a depleted, injury-hit,
attack.

"The win is right up there. We
have had a number of great con-
tests against South Africa over the
years. It's really sweet and some-
thing to be proud of," said
Australian skipper Pat Cummins.

"I thought how Warner and
Smith batted in the heat was pret-
ty gutsy. (Mitchell) Starc and
(Cameron) Green as well, put

their injuries behind them and
turned up."

It leaves South Africa facing
a trip to Sydney next week for the
final Test with only pride to play
for and potentially some changes
to a batting line up that has large-
ly failed to fire.

"We have got to do a lot of
reflection going ahead once again.
There are a few positives coming
out of this Test but not a lot,"
Elgar said.

"There's lot to play for (in
Sydney), South Africa are a proud
cricketing nation and 2-1 sounds
a lot better than 3-0," he added.

Australia will have a new-
look team with Green and Starc
already ruled out with finger
injuries as they race the clock to
be ready for a blockbuster series
in India in February.

Josh Hazlewood is set to
return for Starc after recovering
from a side strain, with Green's
replacement to be decided.
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Australian pace bowler

Mitchell Starc on Thursday made
his displeasure known to South
African batter Theunis de Bruyn
for backing up at the non-strik-
er's end during the second
innings of the Boxing Day Test.

The 32-year-old Australian
quick, after jokingly telling de
Bruyn that he was "half way
down Punt Road", became more
strident later, warning the Proteas
top-order batter that if he contin-
ued to leave the crease, he would
be forced to 'Mankad' him.

"I had a word with him (De
Bruyn) last night (Wednesday)

because he was doing it yesterday.
And then he was half way down
Punt Road when I was stopped,"
Starc said on Fox Cricket after the
hosts wound up the Test inside
four days, inflicting an innings
and 182-run defeat on Dean
Elgar's side.

De Bruyn was eventually dis-
missed on 28, caught by Steve
Smith off Scott Boland.

"He said he's not doing it on
purpose. (If) I've got to keep my
foot behind the line (while bowl-
ing), so you could at least keep
your bat behind the line," Starc
said.

"There's no need for it (back-
ing up too far). You saw how far
down he was," added Starc, who
will need a prolonged break to
recover from the injury to his left
hand finger.
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New Zealand pushed Pakistan onto
the backfoot in the first test after

Kane Williamson hit a marathon
unbeaten double century on Thursday.

Williamson's 200 not out in 10
hours earned New Zealand a meaning-
ful 174-run lead as the visitors declared
at a monumental 612-9 at tea, with
tailender Ish Sodhi scoring a career-best
65.

New Zealand spinners Michael
Bracewell and Ish Sodhi made early
inroads in the final session to reduce
Pakistan to 77-2 at stumps. Pakistan still
trails by 97 runs on a wicket which has
some encouragement for spinners from
the bowlers' footmarks.

Imam-ul-Haq saw off the session
with an unbeaten 45 while nightwatch-
man Nauman Ali survived an umbrel-
la of fielders around him in the last over
to go not out on 4.

Abdullah Shafique once again threw
away his wicket as he was caught low
down at short mid-on for 17 after
attempting a needless drive against off-
spinner Michael Bracewell.

Shafique had fallen cheaply in
Pakistan's first innings score of 438
when he came down the wicket off Ajaz
Patel in only the fourth over of the game
and got stumped. Lefthander Masood
was out lbw for 10 after he went onto
the backfoot against Sodhi's sharp
delivery.

Captain Tim Southee ended
Pakistan's long frustrating time in the
field when he declared just after
Williamson lifted mystery spinner
Abrar Ahmed over extra cover for his
21st boundary and then raised his fifth
double hundred with a single that also
featured a six.

Abrar, who took 17 wickets in two
Test matches against England earlier
this month, finished with 5-205 but not
before Williamson and Sodhi had
extended the lead with a 159-run sev-
enth-wicket stand on a slow turning
wicket.

Williamson and Sodhi dug in for
well over 1 1/2 hours into the second
session after New Zealand resumed on
440-2 before Pakistan claimed three
quick wickets through spinners.

Both put on 79 runs in the first ses-
sion and batted with determination
even when Pakistan took the second
new ball. They stood firm against the
googlies and legspin of Abrar while lef-
tarm spinner Nauman (3-185) could-
n't pose problem from the footmarks.

Sodhi finally holed out soon after
crossing his previous test best of 63 –
also against Pakistan in 2014 – while
Southee and Neil Wagner followed
without scoring.

Williamson was on 186 when last
man Ajaz Patel walked in but went into
the 190s with a straight six over the head
of Abrar before eventually reaching his
second double hundred against Pakistan
in a 395-ball knock.

It was Williamson's first interna-
tional score of over 100 in almost two
years since he made 238 against
Pakistan at Christchurch in January
2021.

Williamson fully capitalized on
two stumping chances early in his
innings and also twice successfully
overturned onfield lbw rulings against
him through television referrals as
Pakistan rued the missed opportunities.

Sodhi batted with a lot of patience
and hit three boundaries against seam-
er Mir Hamza on the off side of the wick-
et after Pakistan took the third new ball.
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Transition period in an inter-
national team is always "dif-

ficult to handle" but India has
abundant talent and a potential-
ly good leader in Hardik Pandya
to smoothly see through the
phase in T20 cricket, feels for-
mer Sri Lanka captain Kumar
Sangakkara.

India will play six white ball
matches against Sri Lanka in the
new year with Pandya replacing
Rohit Sharma as captain for
T20Is starting January 3.

The squad also doesn't have
KL Rahul and Virat Kohli which
is an indicator that Indian crick-
et will undergo transition from
this series.

"Transition is inevitable.
You have to be always ready for
it. But you need supporting
players to come through the sys-
tem for it to be effective
smoothly," Sangakkara said.

"Every side goes through
difficult transitions and we saw
that in Australia. Saw that in NZ
for considerable period some
time back, even England. So you
have all these sides go through
transition and difficulty is a
common theme," he cited the
common phenomenon.

For the Lankan legend, it is
important to give the fresh
faces a long rope.

"You have to have trust in
players that you select, trusting
them for long periods, giving
them exposure and grounding
they require, so that they can
settle in international cricket
and understand what it is all
about."

For Sri Lanka especially,
transition has been really diffi-
cult ever since the likes of
Sangakkara and Mahela
Jayawardene retired.

"India has a throng of
young players coming through
so it is just about the selecting

the best among them and giv-
ing them a longer run,"
Sangakkara observed.

However, he waxed elo-
quent about Pandya having
watched his captaincy for
Gujarat Titans while being a
mentor for Rajasthan Royals in
the IPL.

"There is no doubt that his
leadership is excellent and we
all saw that in IPL. Now he has
to melt that with on-field cap-
taincy at national level. He has
all qualities to be a leader
although you don't necessarily
need to be a captain to be a
leader."

But there are aspects of cap-
taincy that Pandya has to be
mindful of and Sangakkara
handed a checklist for the
Baroda man.

"Now captaincy on the field
can be a different thing. To read
moments, win moments and
strategize, you have to be sharp,
and I think Hardik has all
ingredients to be a good cap-
tain. "Hardest part is to inspire,
talk and manage his players in
a group together to play with a
vision and rest will come with
experience, captaining in close
games," he added.

As far as new the Indian
T20 team is concerned,
Sangakkara would follow
Ruturaj Gaikwad and Sanju
Samson.

"I love watching Ruturaj
Gaikwad's batting and he is one
player who can bat correctly
and yet have enormous impact
in T20 cricket and of course
Sanju Samson as I want to see
Sanju getting a long run in this
Indian side.

"Because he is a very spe-
cial player, so they have got a
good mixture of pace, spin
and utility players. It will be a
tough challenge for Sri Lanka
but in T20 they have tools to
match them."
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Star leg-spinner Rashid Khan
was on Thursday named

Afghanistan's new T20 captain,
replacing veteran Mohammad
Nabi.

Rashid, 24, was appointed
captain ahead of the 2021 T20
World Cup as well but had
stepped down following the
announcement of the squad,
claiming he was not consulted
over selection.

Nabi had stepped down
post the 2022 T20 World Cup in
Australia.

"Rashid Khan is a massive
name in Afghanistan Cricket.
He has colossal experience of
playing the format around the
world which will help him take
the team to a new level in the
format," said Afghanistan
Cricket Board chairman
Mirwais Ashraf in a statement.

"Rashid Khan has the expe-
rience of leading AfghanAtalan

in all three formats before and
we are happy to have him as our
skipper for the T20I format
again. I am sure he will come out
on top and will bring more glo-

ries to the nation."
T20 superstar Rashid said

captaining the national team is
a massive honour.

"Captaincy is a huge respon-

sibility. I have the experience of
leading my country before, there
is a great bunch of guys with
whom I have a good under-
standing and feel pretty comfort-
able.

"We will try to stick togeth-
er, will work hard to put things
on the right track and bring
pride and joy to our country and
nation," said Rashid.

Rashid has so far represent-
ed Afghanistan in 74 T20Is and
has 122 scalps to his name in the
format, which makes him the
third leading wicket-taker in the
format behind Tim Southee
(134) and Shakib Al Hassan
(128). He has also been in very
high demand in franchise crick-
et, playing 361 T20 matches for
15 different teams around the
globe from 2015 onwards and
has bagged a mammoth 491
wickets which makes him the
second bowler behind Dwayne
Bravo (614) with the most scalps
in the format.
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Having overcome his fair
share of injuries and done

the hard yards in domestic
cricket, all Shivam Mavi wants
from India skipper Hardik
Pandya is an opportunity to
shine in the upcoming home
series against Sri Lanka.

A week after he was
snapped by Gujarat Titans for
a whopping Rs 6 crore in the
IPL mini-auction, Mavi cele-
brated another big moment of
his career when he was select-
ed in India's T20 squad for the
upcoming three T20s against
Sri Lanka, starting January 3 in
Mumbai.

The 24-year-old is
supremely confident that he
won't let Hardik down.

"Hardik Pandya supports
every player. He is a great

leader. It is very difficult to be
the IPL champions in the first
outing but he managed to do it.
He led Gujarat Titans from the
front and became champions.
He is a calm leader but took
some bold decisions," the 24-
year-old said.

"As a captain Hardik bhai
is very shrewd and a master
tactician. He knows exactly
whom to bowl when and
whom to promote in the bat-
ting order. I know it is not
going to be easy for me but I
am just hoping to get a game,
perform there and be a regu-
lar for India."

"I didn't do anything differ-
ent. I just worked hard in the
nets. I know I can generate
speed, so just concentrated on
bringing variations into my
bowling. It paid off as I became
more consistent this year,"
Mavi said.
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Young left-hander Pradosh
Ranjan Paul showed

admirable character while
notching up his maiden first-
class ton, keeping Tamil Nadu
firmly in sight of their first out-
right win against a circumspect
Delhi on day three of the Ranji
Trophy Group B game here on
Thursday.

Courtesy a career-best 124
from Pradosh along with use-
ful contributions from all-
rounder Vijay Shankar (52)
and tailender Aswin Crist (32),
Tamil Nadu declared their first
innings on 427 for 8.

Delhi lost Anuj Rawat by
close of play to reach 28 for 1
and are still 96 runs behind
going into the final day.

Only one team can log
home full points from this
game and that is Tamil Nadu,
provided they can bundle out
Delhi within two sessions keep-
ing the light-factor in mind.

On three days, 76, 75.1 and
70 overs of play has been pos-
sible due to poor visibility as
the light deteriorates quickly in
this part of the country during
the winter.

Tamil Nadu captain Baba
Indrajith rightly declared even
though they had a chance of
stretching the lead in the region
of 175 but the sporting decla-
ration was more about keeping
the time factor in mind.
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Dehradun: Weather and
Himachal Pradesh middle-
order batters, Akash Vasisht
and Rishi Dhawan, continued
to frustrated hosts
Uttarakhand's push towards
victory on day three of the
Group A match with the visi-
tors reaching 327 for four at
stumps.

After being bundled out for
just 49 in the first innings and
staring at an innings defeat fol-
lowing Uttarakhand's 336,
Himachal have made amends
in the second innings by wip-
ing out the deficit and also tak-
ing a small 40-run lead.

For the visitors, Vasisht
and Dhawan continued from
where they had left off on
Wednesday on 277 for 4, with
the former just eight runs short
of his century, while Dhawan
completed his half century in
the 14 overs that were possible
on Thursday due to bad light.

Himachal are still not out
of the woods as a flurry of early
wickets on the last day of the
match on Friday will be enough
to send them hurtling towards
defeat.
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Ahmedabad: Skipper Priyank
Panchal hammered an unbeat-
en 257 to help Gujarat take a
massive 292-run first innings

lead against Chandigarh on day
three of their Elite Group D
match.

Resuming at an overnight
score of 249 for 3, Panchal
marched on to score a superb
double century and his mam-
moth 307-run unbeaten stand
for the fifth wicket with M A
Hingrajia (151 not out, 12
fours, 2 sixes) put Chandigarh
on the mat.

At stumps, the home team
had reduced Chandigarh to 46
for 2, still 246 runs behind and
staring at an innings defeat.

In Nagpur, left-arm spin-
ner Abid Mushtaq bowled
Jammu & Kashmir to a 39-run
win over Vidharbha, returning
with a eight-wicket haul.
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Porvorim: Karnataka looked
set to secure a big first innings
lead against Goa despite fight-
ing half-centuries by three of
the home team's batters on day
three of their Elite Group C
match.

At stumps, Goa were 321

for 8 with captain Darshan
Mishal battling it out on 66 not
out (134 balls, 9 fours, 1 six)
after Karnataka piled up 603 for
7 declared.

At Thumba, hosts Kerala
saw Chattisgarh fight back
through its captain Harpreet
Singh Bhatia as they looked to
set a fighting target after hav-
ing conceded a big first innings
lead.

Bhatia's 152 (228 balls, 12
fours, 3 sixes) was the lone
bright spot as the other batters
failed to offer him support.
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The start of Indian Premier
League changed his life

and Ab de Villiers is hoping the
inaugural SA20 at home does
the same for the younger gen-
eration of cricketers in South
Africa.

The inaugural SA20, fea-
turing six newly-constructed
teams, will launch on January
10 at Newlands with the open-
ing local derby between MI
Cape Town and Paarl Royals
setting up an explosive start to
South African cricket's new-
kid-on-the-block.

All teams are owned by IPL
franchises.

De Villiers, who played in
the IPL since its inception in
2008 till last year when he
retired, says the SA20 is just the
boost the game requires in
South Africa.

“I think the SA20 comes at
a really good time for South
African cricket. We have seen
the amazing things that these
leagues have done to cricket in
particular nations,” De Villiers
told Cricket South Africa.

“To give our youngsters
this base and the foundation to
get exposure at the highest level
against the best players in the
world is what it's all about.”
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Young Australian al l-
rounder Cameron Green

will require surgery to repair
a fractured right index finger,
though surgeons are hopeful
the 23-year-old should recov-
er in time to be considered
for selection for the Border-
Gavaskar series in India
beginning on February 9.

However, pace spearhead
Mitchell Starc faces a poten-
tially longer stay on the side-
lines and will be in a race
against time to prove his fit-
ness for the four-Test series in
India after he too suffered a
finger injury while fielding
during the Boxing Day Test
against South Africa.

The pair is already out of
the third and final Test
against South Africa at
Sydney. A report in
cricket.Com.Au said on
Thursday after Australia's
innings and 182-run win
against the Proteas in the sec-
ond Test that Green had con-
sulted a specialist, who had
recommended surgery.

Green was hit on the fin-
ger by an Anrich Nortje
bouncer and was forced to
retire on day two, but he bat-
ted through pain on the third
day to score an unbeaten
half-century.

Starc, though, does not
require surgery for the ten-
don damage to his left mid-
dle finger, but the 32-year-old
quick might not be available
for the series opener against
India in Nagpur on February
9.
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