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Joh, price rise, LAC to
heat up | Wmter Session

EWS quota, women
reservation Bill,
collegium system
also in Opp basket

PNS B NEW DELHI

head of the Winter Session

of Parliament beginning
Wednesday, the Opposition
parties on Tuesday demanded
discussion on a slew of key
issues, including unemploy-
ment, price rise, quota for the
EWS sections, and situation at
the Sino-India border in the all-
party meeting called by the
Central Government. The
issues are set to be raised by the
Opposition during the Winter
Session.

In the meeting, the Biju
Janata Dal (BJD) pitched for
the passage of the long-pend-
ing women’s reservation Bill in
the Winter Session. The one-
third reservation for women in
the Lok Sabha and State legis-
lators was also raised by the
TMC, the JD(U) and the SAD
parties in the Business
Advisory Committee meeting
called by Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla.

The session would proceed
amid the key poll outcomes of
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD), Gujarat and
Himachal Pradesh Assembly
polls.

Exit polls on Monday pre-

-

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla holds a Business Advisory Committee meeting with all-party leaders on the eve of the start of
Parliament's Winter Session, in New Delhi, on Tuesday

PTI

dicted a big majority for the
BJP in Gujarat and a dead heat
in Himachal Pradesh where
most pollsters gave an edge to
the ruling party over the
Congress. The session which
had to be delayed by a month
due to the Gujarat election
schedule would witness the
Government introducing 16
Bills during 17 sittings of the
session.

Leaders from more than 30
parties attended the all-party
meeting to discuss the legisla-
tive agenda and the issues
likely that would be taken up
during the Winter Session of
Parliament.

The meeting was chaired
by Union Minister and Deputy
leader of the BJP in the Lok
Sabha Rajnath Singh. Leader of
the House in the Rajya Sabha

Piyush Goyal and
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Pralhad Joshi were also pre-
sent.

Talking to reporters after
the meeting, Congress leader
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury
said, “There are so many issues
before the country, such as
unemployment and price rise,
and the Government owes an
answer to the people”
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‘Morally wrong’: Ukraine slams
India’s o1l import from Russia

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B
NEW DELHI

day after External Affairs

Minister S Jaishankar
defended Indias decision to
buy oil from Russia during the
ongoing Ukraine conflict, the
Ukraine Foreign Minister on
Tuesday said it is “morally
inappropriate”

Ukraine’s Foreign Minister
Dmytro Kuleba also said, “The
opportunity for India to buy
Russian oil at a cheap price
comes from the fact that
Ukrainians are suffering from
Russian aggression and dying
every day.

Making this assertion in an
interview to a private television
channel, the Ukrainian
Minister said, “If you benefit
because of our suffering, it
would be good to see more of
your help addressed to us”

Jaishankar on Monday said
India’s decision to buy oil from
Russia was largely driven by
market forces adding the
European Union (EU) has
bought more oil from Russia
than India during the last few
months, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar said.

Jaishankar’s assertion came
during his talks with visiting
German counterpart Annalena
Baerbock. “The European
Unions from February to
November have imported
more fossil fuel from Russia
than the next 10 countries
combined. The oil import in
the European Union is six
times what India has import-
ed, gas is infinite times because
we don’t import it,” he said.

In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Presidential Press Office, Ukrainian soldier takes a selfie with President Volodymyr

Zelenskyy, left, during his visit to Slavyansk, Donbas region, Ukraine on Tuesday

AP/PTI

Addressing a joint Press
meet with the German
Minister after talks, Jaishankar
also said, “I would urge you to
look at these figures. There is
a website called ‘Russia Fossil
Fuel Tracker’ it would give you
country-by-country data of
who is really importing what
and I suspect that might be
very very helpful”

Jaishankar also said there
is a finite amount of energy
resources and Europe cannot
make choices to prioritise its
energy needs while asking
India to do something else.

On economic ties, he said
India’s trade with Russia is at
a very small level- $12-13 bil-

lion, in comparison to
European countries. “We have
also given Russians a set of
products... I don’t think peo-
ple should read more into it
other than the legitimate
expectations of any trading
country to increase its trade,’
he said.

Responding to this asser-
tion by Jaishankar, Kuleba
said “It is not enough to point
fingers at the European Union
and say, Oh, they are doing the
same thing””

According to Kuleba,
India’s decision to import
cheap Russian oil needs to be
seen through the prism of
human suffering in Ukraine.

CAPSULE

ECONOMIST & FORMER
MINISTER YK ALAGH DIES
Ahmedabad: Noted economist
and former Union minister
Yoginder K Alagh passed away
here on Tuesday after prolonged
iliness, his family said. Alagh
(83) was an emeritus professor
at the Sardar Patel Institute of
Economic and Social Research
here and was not keeping well
for some time, his son Munish
Alagh said. YK Alagh was born
in Chakwal in present-day
Pakistan in 1939 and studied at
the University of Rajasthan.

Maha-K’taka
border crisis
escalates

Fadanvis to take up matter with
Bommai, to speak with Shah

TN RAGHUNATHA B MUMBAI

The vexed Maharashtra-
Karnataka boundary row
sparked minor violence in the
border city of Belagavi on
Tuesday, prompting Deputy
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadanvis to take the matter
with the southern State Chief
Minister Basavaraj Bommai
and announced that he would
speak to Union Home Minister
Amit Shah in this regard.

A day ahead of the start of
the Winter Session of
Parliament in New Delhi, the
Maharashtra-Karnataka bor-
der row escalated in Belagavi as
“Karnataka Rakshana Vedike”
(KRV) stopped trucks bearing
Maharashtra registration num-
bers and smeared them with
black ink and hurled stones at
one of the trucks damaging it
extensively.

While Fadnavis asked
Bommai to initiate action
against those behind Tuesday’s
violence in Belagavi, NCP chief
Sharad Pawar warned the
Karnataka Chief Minister that
if the violence did not stop
within 48 hours, then
Maharashtra — which had
hitherto been maintaining
“restraint” — would have no
alternative but to “take a dif-

ferent stand in the matter”.

Pawar also said he would
visit the affected areas in
Karnataka if the Bommai dis-
pensation did not restore nor-
malcy in the border areas in
the next two days.

Following the incidents of
violence, two Maharashtra
Ministers, Chandrakant Patil
and Shambhuraj Desai, can-
celled their scheduled visit to
Belagavi.

Meanwhile, the Karnataka
Police detained as many as 100
KRV and Maharashtra
Ekikaran Samiti (MES), an
organisation fighting for the
inclusion of the Marathi-
speaking villages in the border
areas, as a precautionary mea-
sure.

Taking serious cognisance
of the incidents in Belagavi,
Mabharashtra’s Deputy Chief
Minister Fadnavis spoke to
the Karnataka Chief Minister
and asked the latter to restore
normalcy in the border city.

Interacting with media
persons in Mumbai, Fadnavis
said, “I spoke to the Karnataka
Chief Minister and expressed
my displeasure and concern
over the incidents in Belagavi”
I asked him to initiate action
against the miscreants behind
the incidents”

Ensure nohody goes to sleep
on empty stomach: SG to Govt

‘Foodgrains under the
National Food Security
Act must reach last man’

PNS B NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday asked the Central
Government to see to it that
foodgrains under the National
Food Security Act (NFSA)
reach the last man.

The court observed that it
is our culture to ensure nobody
goes to sleep empty stomach.

A bench of Justices MR
Shah and Hima Kohli directed
the Centre to submit a fresh
chart with the number of
migrant and unorganised sec-
tor workers registered on
eShram portal.

“It is the duty of the Central
Government to ensure food-
grains under NFSA are reach-

ing the last man. We are not
saying that the Centre is not
doing anything; the Union of
India has ensured foodgrains to
people during Covid. At the
same time, we have to see it
continue. It is our culture (to
ensure) that nobody goes to
sleep on empty stomach,” the
bench said.

The SC was hearing its suo
moto case on the plight of
migrant workers during the
Covid pandemic lockdowns.

Advocate Prashant
Bhushan, appearing for three
social activists Anjali
Bharadwaj, Harsh Mander and
Jagdeep Chhokar, said the

country’s population has
increased after the 2011 census
and so has the number of ben-
eficiaries covered under the
NESA. He argued that many
eligible and needy beneficia-
ries will be deprived of the
benefit under the law if it is
not enforced effectively.

Bhushan said the
Government claims the per
capita income of people has
increased in recent years, but
added India has slipped
rapidly in the global hunger
index.

Additional Solicitor
General Aishwarya Bhati,
appearing for the Centre, sub-
mitted there are 81.35 crore
beneficiaries under the NFSA,
a very large number even in
the Indian context. He said the
2011 census has not stopped
the Government from adding
more people to the list of ben-
eficiaries which is growing.

'Irains to zip at
75 km/hour to
cut fog delay

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B
NEW DELHI

In its preparedness towards
train operations during the
foggy days of winter, the Indian
Railways has decided to
enhance the maximum per-
missible speed of trains to 75
km per hour from the present
60 km per hour to combat
delays caused by inclement
weather.

“It has been decided that
with the use of fog devices in
locomotives, the maximum
permissible speed during
foggy/inclement weather con-
ditions can be enhanced from
60 kmph (km per hour) to 75
kmph,” the Indian Railways

said in a statement.

The national transporter
has also asked railway zones
to keep adequate supply of
detonators — appliances fixed
on rails that explode with a
loud report when an engine
passes so as to attract the dri-
ver’s attention. It also said
lime marking across the track
at sighting boards (or at dis-
tant signals in case of double-
distant signals) must be done.

“All signal sighting boards,
whistle boards, fog signal
posts and busy vulnerable
level crossing gates, which
are accident prone, should
either be painted or provided
with yellow/black luminous
strips.

TMC spokesman
Gokhale held at
Jaipur airport

PTI B NEW DELHI

The Trinamool Congress on
Tuesday claimed that the
Gujarat Police has arrested its
spokesperson Saket Gokhale,
terming it a “political vendet-
ta” In a tweet, TMC national
spokesperson and Rajya Dabha
MP Derek O'Brien detailed the
circumstances under which
the arrest was made.

Gokhale took a flight at 9
pm from New Delhi to Jaipur
on Monday. When he landed,
the Gujarat Police cops who
wer at the airport picked him
up. At 2 am on Tuesday,
Gokhale called his mother
and told her that the police
were taking him to
Ahmedabad and he would
reach that city by noon,
O’Brien claimed.

“The police let him make
that two-minute phone call
and then confiscated his phone
and all his belongings,” the
TMC leader said on Twitter.

Appear in person
to show sorry for
contempt: HC to
Vivek Agnihottri

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

Filmmaker Vivek Agnihotri
tendered a written apology
in the Delhi High Court on
Tuesday in a criminal con-
tempt case for his remarks
against Justice S Muralidhar
for granting relief to activist
Gautam Navlakha.

However, the HC did not
accept the apology affidavit
and directed him to appear
before it on March 16, 2023
and “show remorse in person”

“We are asking him
(Agnihotri) to remain present
because he is the alleged con-
temnor. Does he have any dif-
ficulty to appear before this
court? He has to be present
and show remorse in person.
The remorse cannot always be
expressed by way of an affi-
davit,” the bench of Justices
Siddharth Mridul and
Talwant Singh told Agnihotri’s

lawyer.

Brazil dances to FIFA WC quarterfinals

AP B DOHA

The joy — and the dancing
— are back for five-time
champion Brazil at the World
Cup.

The big win over South
Korea on Monday secured
Brazil a berth in the quarterfi-
nals in Qatar. It also restored
the teams confidence after a
tumultuous start to the tour-
nament in which the Selecao
lost Neymar to injury and saw
its unbeaten group-stage streak
end in a defeat to Cameroon.

But Neymar retuned in
style, looking fully fit and scor-
ing a goal in Brazil’s 4-1 win at
Stadium 974. Vinicius Junior,
Richarlison and Lucas Paquetd
also scored, and after each
goal the Brazilians broke out
dance moves.

They had promised differ-
ent celebrations for each goal in
Qatar, and were at last able to
use many of them, after a
group-stage in which Brazil
scored only three times. It lost
1-0 to Cameroon in its last
group game.

Even coach Tite got in on
the act, joining Richarlison for

his trademark “pigeon” cele-
bration.

The coach and the players
got into a circle and put their
hands on their hips and start-
ed moving their heads back
and forth to imitate a pigeon,
which is Richarlison’s nick-
name.

After  the  match,
Richarlison showed his dance

to former Brazil star Ronaldo,
teaching him the moves.

The Brazil players had
already danced after Vinicius
Juniors first goal, when he,
Neymar, Raphinha and Lucas
Paquetd did a few moves
together. It was similar after
each goal.

All the dancing got some
criticism from former Ireland

player and commentator Roy
Keane, who said the Brazilian
players were “disrespecting the
opposition,” especially with the
manager getting involved.
Tite defended his players.
“It just means being happy
because of the goal the per-
formance the win..” he said.
“It’s not about belng disre-
spectful with the opponent”

Tite had joked with
Richarlison before the match
that if the player scored, he
would dance with him to cel-
ebrate.

He said the victory was
important to restore the team’s
morale after the loss to
Cameroon, and that having
Neymar back was crucial for
the squad’s confidence.

“The team improved,
there’s nothing more I could
ask from them,” he said.

“Neymar is our leader, the
team knows that he is there and
that he makes the difference.
He makes the other players bet-
ter”

Neymar missed two
matches because of a right
ankle injury sustained in the
team’s opening 2-0 win against
Serbia. Brazil then defeated
Switzerland 1-0 before falling to
Cameroon in what was its first
group-stage loss after 17 games,
a streak that had dated to
1998.

Brazil, seeking its first
World Cup title in two decades,
will face 2018 runner-up
Croatia in the quarterfinals on
Friday.
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RSP collaborates with NDDB and District Administration to
launch ﬂagshlp CSR Gift Milk Programme for school children

RAHUL SHARMA [l BOKARO

SAIL, Rourkela Steel
Plant (RSP) has collaborat-
ed with National Dairy De-
velopment Board (NDDB)
for Nutrition, Anand, Gu-
jarat and District Adminis-
tration to launch a flagship
CSR Gift Milk Programme
for School children. The
Milk will be supplied by
Odisha Milk Federation
(OMFED) which has been
arranged by NDDB For Nu-
trition for the implementa-
tion of the program. It is
noteworthy that the project
has been conceptualized un-

der the guidance of Atanu
Bhowmick, Director In-
Charge, RSP. A tripartite
Memorandum of Under-
standing has been signed
between the CSR Depart-

"r b4,
AT v

ment of RSP, NDDB and the
District Administration in
this regard.

The unique CSR initiative
was launched at Govern-
ment UP School, Dalposh,

Bisra Block. P K Satapathy,
ED (P&A), RSP was the
Chief Guest of the function.
A C Sinha, MD, OMFED,
Abhijit Bhattacharya, GM,
NDDB, Anand, Gujarat, K
C Das, Block Education Of-
ficer, Bisra, Smruti Singh,
Project Manager, NDDB for
Nutrition, Anand,
Sabyasachi Roy, Regional
Officer, NDDB, Kolkata,
Munmun  Mittra, GM
(CSR), RSP were present on
the dais. It is noteworthy
that the program will cover
1150 children from 22
schools of Bisra Block. As a
part of the unique CSR ini-

tiative  200ml  fortified
flavoured milk will be given
to each child on all working
days at school premises. It
aims to reduce the levels of
malnutrition amongst chil-
dren studying in govern-
ment schools. The Chief
Guest and other guests pre-
sented bottled Milk to the
children to mark the occa-
sion.

At the outset the pro-
gramme commenced with
the dignitaries lighting the
ceremonial lamp. The stu-
dents of the school present-
ed ariveting folk dance dur-
ing the programme.

Adani Foundation organizes free health checkup camp in Mahugai Kala

Free medication and
medicines were provid-
ed to the villagers

AVINASH ANJAN [l HAZARIBAG

The Adani Foundation,
under its CSR programme,
organized a free health
check-up camp at Upgraded
Middle School located in
Mahugai Kala Panchayat on
Tuesday under the
Gondalpura mining project.
Villages in huge numbers

were benefitted from this
health camp.

On this occasion, a team
of paramedical staff under

the leadership of General
Physician Dr. RK Ranjan
provided various medical
facilities free of cost to the

villagers. In this day-long
camp from 11:00 am, the
health of women, children
and elders of the village
were examined.

In this medical check-up
camp organized by Adani
Foundation, the villagers
voluntarily came forward
and took free consultation
from the doctor regarding
their health issues. Com-
mon issues noticed in vil-
lagers were eye sight prob-
lems, diabetes, body pain,

cough, cold .Vitals such as
blood pressure, <
weight and pulse were also
checked.

While talking with the
villagers, the doctor has ad-
vised them to take care dur-
ing winters as during this
time people, especially chil-
dren are prone to fall ill. To
boost immunity, it is very
important to include some
physical activity and take a
proper nutritious diet to
fight against.

ESL's young archers aim at

PNS [l BOKARO

The Sports Authority of
India hosted the Khelo India
East Zone Archery Tourna-
ment, a state-level archery
competition in which five
young archers from the
Vedanta ESL Archery Acad-
emy participated. The event
was conducted on 3rd De-
cember 2022, where around

300 archers took part from
the eastern zone. Competing
against all the participants
across different regions,
Gulshan and Bikesh from
the ESL Archery Academy
earned silver medals in the
junior division. Vedanta
ESL Archery Academy nur-
tures 50 young archers from
various age groups up to the
age of 21, under the direc-

future goals

tion of renowned experts.

It is noteworthy that pre-
viously they had a similar
pride moment for our proj-
ect initiative, when two of
their young female archers
bagged four gold medals at
the National Archery Tour-
nament 2022, which was
held in Andhra Pradesh.
And now again, the dedica-
tion of their students along

with the con51stent guidance
of their coaches resulted in
achieving the aim. With this
zeal and diligence, ESL

hopes to continue and per-
form better day by day and
will bring pride to the na-
tion.

PNS JAVISHEDPUR

Leading bulk material
handling company, TRF
Limited (formerly known as
Tata Robins Fraser Limited)
celebrated its 60 years of in-
corporation. To mark the oc-
casion, a function was or-
ganised in the company
premises which was attend-
ed by all employees, Union
Officials and ex-employees

Crietirating 80 yeors of Glarious Journey

TRF

of the company.

Speaking on the occasion,
Avneesh Gupta, vice presi-
dent (TQM and E&P), Tata
Steel congratulated TRF for
completing 60 years. He
said that TRF can take a sig-
nificant part in Indialls
growth story in infrastruc-
ture and engineering proj-
ects for which there is
enough scope in the ecosys-
tem. He appreciated innova-

TRF celebrates 60 years of excellence

tive work done by TRF en-
gineers. He observed that
improvements can  be
brought  about  either
through buying technology
or through unlocking the in-
finite potential of employ-
ees which is more important
for an organization. He felt
that we should continue to
strengthen our focus on
bringing improvements
through quality circles,
small group activity, TQM
and people engagement.
Rakeshwar Pandey, presi-
dent, Tata Steel Labour
Union, who was the guest-
of-honour on the occasion,
stated that it is a historic
moment for TRF. He
stressed on maintaining the
highest level of quality and
no compromise on safety.
Umesh Kumar Singh,

managing director of the
company, appreciated the
dedication and hard work of
everyone associated with
the company who achieved
this milestone and congratu-
lated the employees as the
company marks its Dia-
mond Jubilee, wishing them
all the success. He men-
tioned some challenges
ahead e.g. skill up grada-
tion, and productivity en-
hancement. He stressed on
maintaining the highest lev-
el of safety and ethical stan-
dards. Few of the ex-em-
ployees of the company also
shared their experiences on
this occasion. A handbook
to maintain TRFs Equip-
ment and Coal Handling
Plant (CHP) was released
by the dignitaries.

Those employees who

had completed more than 40
years of service in the Com-
pany were presented with
the Long Service Award.

A series of sports and
cultural events are being
planned over a period of
next few months to mark
the Diamond Jubilee Year.
TRF Limited was estab-
lished in 1962 to cater the
needs of Power, Steel, Min-
ing and Port Industry in the
area of Bulk Material Han-
dling, which is the core in-
dustry for our Country[]s
development. Over years,
TRF Limited became one
of the premier and most re-
liable manufacturers of
Bulk Material Handling
Equipment and Systems,
earning trust and apprecia-
tion of its customers and
other stakeholders.

Anti-crime

PNS [l JAMSHEDPUR

In order to ensure a peace-
ful New Year, the city police
carried out anti-crime check-
ing outside Mango police sta-
tion, outside Olidih police
station and at Chepapul. Dur-
ing this, the police only
checked cars. The police also
searched the trunks of all the
cars and checked the dash-
board of all the cars passing
through there.

There was a long jam of
vehicles during the check
drive. During the anti-crime
checking, the police have also
detained three suspects from
Chepapul who are being in-
terrogated. Giving informa-
tion, Rural SP Mukesh Ku-
mar said that the police had
received secret information
that some criminals are trying
to leave the city through
Mango. After getting the in-
formation, the police started

checklng drlve at Mango three detained

anti-crime checking. During
checking, three suspects have
been detained who are being
interrogated.

Meanwhile, Jamshedpur
police today said that security
will be beefed up in and
around the city on the occa-
sion of New Year celebra-
tions. Extra forces have been

deployed on picnic spots,
restaurants, parks, malls so
that people can welcome the
New Year peacefully.

A total of 22 checking
points have been set from
Dimna and Burudih Dam in
Ghatsila from the city for
both the year end as well as
the New Year celebration.

Those found unmasked will
be taken to task.

The senior officer pointed
out that they have put up over
20 armed police beside five
police officers in the Dimna
Lake area. [|During this sea-
son eve-teasing cases register
an increase at the picnic spots
so the district women cell of
the police has planned to
work in coordination with the
respective local police sta-
tions to prevent incidents of
eve-teasing in the picnic
spots,[] said an official of the
district women! s cell.

He said that they had con-
vened a special meeting of
the police officers assigned
for carrying out the checking
of arms or helmet in the city,
and had categorically briefed
them that whoever is using a
Press or Police sticker must
show a valid I-card.

"In the event that anyone
fails to produce a valid I-card,

then the police officer con-
cerned will immediately strip
the sticker off the vehicle and
subsequently prosecute the
person for cheating the po-
lice," said the official.

With the onset of winter,
denizens of the district have
started frequenting the picnic
spots and different tourist’s
destinations to enjoy their
holidays. Places like Jubilee
Park, Dimna Lake, Tata Steel
Zoological Park, Hudco Dam
in Telco and Kanderbera, NH
33 are the favourites.

However concerned over
recent spurt of naxal activities
in the areas like Patamda,
Ghatshila and NH 33 the East
Singhbhum district adminis-
tration is gearing up to make
elaborate deployment of po-
licemen [ both armed and
lathi-wielding [ along with
executive magistrates  to
maintain the law and order sit-
uation during the celebrations.

DDC Hazaribag appointed as Administrator of SBMCH

SHAILESH SHARMA [l HAZARIBAG

The local administration and State
government were receiving com-
plaints regarding the duties and re-
sponsibility of the doctors and staff
in the Sheikh Bhikhari Medical Col-
lege and Hospital. The state govern-
ment has decided to appoint DDC
(Deputy Development Commis-

sioner) Prerna Dixit as administrator
of SBMCH. She has resumed her
duty in the afternoon on Tuesday.
Deputy Commissioner of Haz-
aribag Nancy Sahay said that the ap-
pointment has been done by the
State Medical and Family Welfare
Department. She will solve the
problems of the college as well as
find out the reason to remove the

obstacles, which come during rou-
tine work of the medical college.

She further said that according to
the direction of the state govern-
ment she will look after the hospital
and college management and the fi-
nancial discipline and the work re-
garding the issue of the tender.

The DDC has to work for the pur-
chasing of the equipment and other

material, which is needed for the col-
lege. She will also look after the disci-
pline and day to day working culture
of the doctors and other medical staff
in the medical college and hospital.

As an administrator the DDC will
also watch the services of the out-
sourcing company and their duties.
The administrator will visit the
SBMCH on a regular basis and lis-
ten to the problems of the patients
and arrangements.

B REGION

4 murdered in one day in Dhanbad

PANKAJ KUMAR [l DHANBAD

Four persons were murdered in one day in Dhanbad on Monday at three different locations. The
day started with murder of a tribal couple in Eastern Tundi and ended with murder of a land bro-
ker who had been to participate in a marriage function.The tribal couple was identified as Sakol
Marandhi and his wife Dakhan Marandi resident of phoolpahar village of Rupan panchayat under
Eastern Tundi block.Yet another murder was of a 16-year -old girl domestically help working at a
doctors house located at Dhaiya. Her mother Neetu Devi, resident of Jharia was called by the doc-
tors family stating that she is ill. The. However, she found her daughter dead and was handed the
body. The victim’s mother has filed a complaint with Jharia PS against the doctor.In the last inci-
dent aland broker Ajay Paswan was shot dead while he was on his way to attend the marriage re-
ception of a close friend’s residence located at Bagula basti under Saraidhela police station.The
police have filed three separate cases at different police stations and is investigating the causes

of murder.

Closing ceremony of Rajbhasha Pakhwada organized in BSL

PNS [l BOKARO

The closing ceremony of
Rajbhasha Pakhwada at
Bokaro Steel Plant was or-
ganized at the Human Re-
source Development Center.
On this occasion, the chief
guest of the function was
the  director  in-charge
Amarendu Prakash. As spe-
cial guest ED (P&A ) San-
jay Kumar, ED (Finance &
Accounts) Suresh Rangani,
ED (Materials Manage-
ment) Amitabh Srivastava,
ED (Projects) Chittaranjan
Mabhapatra were present ,
Also Senior officers, mem-
bers of Narakas organiza-
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tion and award winners were present.In his speech, the chief guest, DIC Amarendu Prakash stressed
on the need not only to use the official language but also to make it easy and simple. He further said
that by including words from other languages like English and other Indian languages in Hindi, the
richness, communicability and acceptability of Hindi will increase. During the program, the guests
awarded Director Incharge Chal Vaijayanti Trophy to the Transport Department, Late Shankar Day-
al Singh Chal Vaijayanti Trophy to the Coke Oven and Coal Chemicals Department and Prateek
Shield to the CED Department. The program was coordinated by Senior Manager (Liaison and Ad-
ministration) Shashank Shekhar and the vote of thanks was given by Deputy General Manager (Li-

aison and Administration) UK Singh.

CPI Maoist rehels paste posters in Bokaro

SURESH NIKHAR [l BERMO

CPI Maoist rebels have
pasted posters in Patthar
Katwa, Lahiya, Palamu,
Sarubeda and Harladih
within the jurisdiction of
Pannk Narayanpur police
station area of Bokaro dis-
trict. As soon as the infor-
mation was received, police
reached the spot and re-
moved the posters. In this
regard, Bermo SDPO Satish
Chandra Jha said that as
soon as the information was
received, the poster was im-
mediately removed and fur-
ther search operation is be-
ing conducted in its same
limitations.On the posters of
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the CPI Maoists, an appeal to young men and women to join the PLGA, as well as hundreds of salu-
tations to Comrade CM and Comrade KC have been written. Apart from this, an appeal has been
made to expose all the anti-people policies of the looters, brokers, ruling classes and prepare a huge
mass movement against it. It is believed that the Maoists have pasted these posters in various ar-
eas on Monday night.Sources said that the Naxalites are celebrating the 22nd anniversary of the es-
tablishment of the People’s Liberation Guerrilla Army i.e. PLGA from 2 to 8 December. As a pre-
cautionary measure, the police have also been conducting continuous search operations in Naxal-
affected areas. Under the special strategy, apart from the Naxal affected areas, continuous opera-
tions are continuing in the foothills and forests. Despite this, the Naxalites managed to spread pan-

ic by posting posters.

TSF inks MoU for development of infrastructure for CHC, Mandu

PNS [l RAMGARH

A Memorandum of Un-
derstanding was signed to-
day between Dr Prabhat Ku-
mar, Civil Surgeon, Ram-
garh (Dist. Admin, on be-
half of the Government of
Jharkhand) and Dr Anyj
Bhatnagar, Head, Public
Health CSR, Tata Steel
Foundation towards the in-
frastructural development
for Community Health Cen-
tre (CHC), Mandu at Dis-

trict Collectorate, Ramgarh. Present on the occasion were Madhvi Mishra, DC, Ramgarh, Anurag
Dixit, General Manager, West Bokaro, Tata Steel Limited, Rajesh Kumar, Chief, Capacity En-
hancement Project, West Bokaro, Tata Steel, S N Nandi, Head, Infra., Tata Steel Foundation and
Keshav K Ranjan, Unit Head, TSF, West Bokaro. As per the agreement, Tata Steel Foundation will
take the responsibility of improving infrastructure of the CHC by renovating hospital building, con-
struction of OPD waiting area, providing solar base electricity and modern medical equipment for
Labour room, OT room and MTC room. Community Health Centre, Mandu, a 40 bedded hospital
is an important public health service provider and lifeline for the community residing in interior vil-
lages of the block. As per Census 2011, around 40% of the population belongs to the SC/ST com-
munity with prime source of income as daily wage labourers in mining areas and local brickkilns.
In addition, the centre is well connected with the neighbouring blocks of Ramgarh and Hazaribagh
district through NH 33 and therefore has a regular footfall of the patients from both districts. While
implementing various public health initiatives like immunization of children, cataract surgery
camps, prevention of non-communicable diseases, treatment of TB patients and during the pan-
demic, the Foundation has been closely working with CHC and leveraged to reach out for preven-
tive as well as curative measures. The centre provides OPD services like Mother and Child Health
Care Services, Emergency health services and others through specialist doctors, frontline health
workers and dedicated staff. Presently, the CHC requires upgradation for ensuring smooth opera-
tion and to provide a clean and healthy environment with appropriate facilities for the patients.

RSP hags the ENCON Awartl 2022-23 I(II’ energv eﬂlclencv

PNS [l BOKARO

SAIL, Rourkela Steel Plant
has bagged the Energy Conser-
vation Award in the Eastern re-
gion ENCON Award 2022
competition held in November
by Confederation of Indian In-
dustry (CII). RSP was ad-
judged with 4.5 star energy rat-
ing which is best ever for RSP
and also best in SAIL. In a
function held at the office of
DIC on 5th December 2022

Atanu Bhowmick, Director In-Charge, RSP handed over the ENCON Award Certificate to P S Kan-
nan, CGM (EMD), Abit Santosh Khakha, GM (EMD), B.P.Pandey, AGM (EMD) and his team.
Speaking on the occasion Bhowmick, commended the efforts of the Energy management Depart-
ment in reducing Specific energy consumption pattern of the plant which has led to huge cost sav-
ings. The assessment process has undergone through submission of application, presentation on en-
ergy performance and energy conservation projects implemented during previous financial year.
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Govt to make available Rs 750 Cr to JBVNL from PFC

CM reviews works of
Jharkhand Vidyut
Vitaran Nigam Limited

PNS [l RANCHI

A review meeting of the
works of Jharkhand Bijli Vi-
tran Nigam Limited was
held today in Jharkhand Sec-
retariat under the chairman-
ship of Chief Minister He-
mant Soren. State Chief Sec-
retary Sukhdev Singh, Prin-
cipal Secretary to Chief
Minister Rajeev Arun Ekka,
Principal Secretary Energy
Department Avinash Kumar,
Principal Secretary Finance
Department Ajay Kumar
Singh, Secretary to Chief
Minister  Vinay  Kumar
Choubey, Jharkhand Energy
Transmission Corporation
Managing Director KK Ver-
ma and other senior officials
were present in the meeting.

The CM directed the offi-
cers that there should not be
power cuts in the state under
any circumstances. Take all
necessary measures to pre-
vent power cuts. Providing
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Chief Minister Hemant Soren holds a meeting with senior officials at Project building in Ranchi

on Tuesday. PNS

uninterrupted power to the
people of the State is the pri-
ority of the state govern-
ment. The CM told the offi-
cials that complaints of pow-
er cuts were being received
for the last few weeks.
Jharkhand  Bijli ~ Vitran
Nigam Limited is an impor-
tant entity in the power sec-
tor in the state. It is through
this that electricity is sup-
plied to the entire state.
Jharkhand  Bijli ~ Vitran
Nigam Limited should fix
the system by preparing a
better action plan for provid-

ing smooth electricity to the
consumers.

It was decided in the
meeting that the Jharkhand
Bijli Vitran Nigam Limited
will provide Rs 750 crore
from Power Finance Cor-
poration (PFC) on its guar-
antee to Jharkhand Bijli Vi-
tran Nigam Limited for
payment of dues of power
generating companies. The
CM directed the officials
that the process of provid-
ing loan to the Jharkhand
Bijli Vitran Nigam Limited
should be completed soon so

that the dues of power gen-
erating companies could be
cleared.

Soren told the officials
that there should not be any
laxity in the collection of
electricity bills. Ensure use
of modern equipment for
electricity bill collection. It
was also decided in the
meeting that the JBVNL will
now collect electricity bills
through the agencies work-
ing in the Urban Develop-
ment Department on the ba-
sis of the house tax collec-
tion system of the Urban De-
velopment Department, for
this an action plan will be
prepared soon. JBVNL will
ensure the work on the mod-
el and conditions of the Ur-
ban Development Depart-
ment to collect electricity
bills in the urban areas of the
entire state so that there is no
loss in energy revenue to the
state government.

The CM directed the offi-
cials to continuously moni-
tor electricity consumption
by installing communication
equipment in the meters of

high tension (HT) con-
sumers for electricity bill re-
covery. The CM said that
100 per cent electricity bill
recovery should be ensured
from the consumers. It is
your responsibility that HT
consumers do not have out-
standing electricity bills.
The Chief Minister has com-
pleted the billing process on
all telecom towers and col-
lected the electricity bills on
time. The CM directed the
officials to speed up the
smart meter work. He said
that it should be ensured that
smart meters are installed at
all the consumers.

The CM gave his consent
to provide Rs 200 crore to
Jharkhand  Bijli  Vitran
Nigam Limited under Annu-
al Development Plan (ADP)
head by the state govern-
ment. The amount of Rs 200
crore received from the ADP
item will be spent by Jhark-
hand Bijli Vitran Nigam
Limited to strengthen the
arrangements of transform-
ers, poles, wires etc in the
State.

Coordinate with banks to benefit farmers with loan waiver scheme: CM

PNS [l RANCHI

Chief Minister Hemant
Soren reviewed the Jhark-
hand Agricultural Loan
Waiver Scheme (JKRMY)
at the Ministry of Jharkhand
on Tuesday. During the re-
view, the Chief Minister
was apprised by the officers
that under JKRMY the loan
waiver of 9,07,753 eligible
farmers was to be done in

the State, but against
9,07,753 eligible farmers,
only 6,06,000 farmers were
disbursed by various banks.

Expressing concern over
this, the Chief Minister di-
rected that a meeting with
the banks under the chair-
manship of the Chief Secre-
tary should be organized
soon to speed up the loan
waiver work of the deprived
eligible farmers under the

Agricultural Loan Waiver
Scheme. Resolve the prob-

lems related to loan waiver
of farmers at the earliest.
Soren said that officers
should prepare a panchayat-
wise database of eligible
farmers by running a cam-
paign, so that the benefit of
loan waiver can be made
available to them under the
Jharkhand Agricultural
Loan Waiver Scheme. The
Chief Minister directed the
officials to make the data of

eligible farmers whose loan
waiver has been done public
on the public platform as
well.

State Chief Secretary
Sukhdev Singh, Principal
Secretary to Chief Minister
Rajeev Arun Ekka, Princi-
pal Secretary Finance De-
partment Ajay  Kumar
Singh, Secretary to Chief
Minister Vinay attended the
meeting.

Congress adds two minority candidates in district chiefs’ list

PNS [l RANCHI

In a move to pacify the
on-going brawl in the party
on recently announced new
district heads of the party in
the State, on Tuesday, Jhark-
hand Congress released the
list of district presidents in
just 48 hours, the party high
command had to show the
way out to four district pres-
idents.

As per the latest informa-
tion provided by the State
Congress, the party high
command has decided to re-
move newly appointed dis-
trict presidents of Koderma,
Garhwa, Sahebganj and
Ramgarh. In three districts,

Ramgarh, Sahebganj and
Garhwa, the District Presi-
dent was made from the
same caste Brahmin, while
no one was given place
from minority, women and
dalit community. Since
then, MLAs, former MPs
and senior leaders in the
party started protesting. The
matter had reached the Na-
tional President and the Na-
tional General Secretary of
the Congress.

The main reason behind
the reshuffle in the list of
district heads within 48
hours is the unilateral de-
cision of Congress State
In-Charge, Avinash
Pandey. It is being told

that State Congress Chief,
Rajesh Thakur and Con-
gress Legislature Party
Leader, Alamgir Alam met
National General Secre-
tary, KC Venugopal and
urged him to release the
list of district heads soon.

After this, the National
General Secretary in-
structed the State In-

Charge to prepare the list
soon. The in-Charge pre-
pared the list and sent it to
the high command without
showing it to the State
Chief and the Leader of
the Legislative party. In
the list that was released,
the caste from which the
State In-Charge comes,

had the maximum number
of district heads. Protest
against this started.

As soon as the new list of
district presidents of Jhark-
hand Congress was released
late night on Sunday, there
was uproar in the State. The
former MPs got angry be-
cause there was no minority
district president in any dis-
trict of the State.

Early this morning Jhark-
hand's veteran leader and
former MP, Furkan Ansari
went directly to meet Con-
gress National President,
Mallikarjun Khadge to ex-
press his displeasure.

Ansari informed about the
party's position in the State

and said that the minority
community, whose popula-
tion is about 18 per cent in
the State, is constantly being
marginalized by other com-
munities. The latest exam-
ple of which is the district
president's list this commu-
nity has played an important
role in forming the coalition
Government in the state but
today the party is being dis-
appointed, he added.

After listening to all the
things, Kharge took cog-
nizance and assured that a
decision will be taken soon
and participation of all com-
munities in the Congress
party in the State will be en-
sured.

PIL against Hemant Soren: Review petition filed at SC

PNS [l RANCHI

A review petition was
filed at Supreme Court
against the judgment of
Apex Court dismissing two
PILs related to alleged mon-
ey laundering through shell
companies in which CM He-
mant Soren has been
charged of availing the stone
mining lease in his name.
The review petition was
filed by one Shiv Shankar
Sharma on Monday.

In November this year,
the Supreme Court dis-
missed the Public Interest
Litigations  (PILs) filed
against Soren in Jharkhand
High Court (HC) saying that
they were not maintainable.

The apex court came
down heavily on the Jhark-
hand HC for entertaining the
PILs and taking cognizance

based on general submis-
sions, calling it “an abuse of
the process of the Court”.
The PILs were against the
Chief Minister, his family
members and associates.
Both the PIL witnessed a
prolonged legal battle and
hearing by a division bench
of Chief Justice Dr Ravi
Ranjan and Justice Sujit
Narayan Prasad of Jhark-
hand. The High court found
both the PILs maintainable
and allowed further hearing
as the petitioner had de-
manded a CBI inquiry of the

matter.

Two  petitions  filed
against Soren were chal-
lenged. Out of these, one
claimed Soren granted him-
self a mining lease while
holding the mining portfo-
lio, and sought action for the
alleged misuse of public of-
fice. The other petition al-
leged money laundering by
CM Soren and his family
through shell companies
and asked for an investiga-
tion by central agencies.

The High Court had ordered
that the petitions were main-
tainable. A division bench in-
cluding Chief Justice Ravi
Ranjan passed a judgement on
June 3 and proceeded with the
matter on merits. However, the
SCreserved its order on appeal
on August 17 and directed that
the Jharkhand HC not proceed
on merits.

PNS [l RANCHI

ital evidence.

The Enforcement Directorate (ED) has summoned
the then DSP of Barharwa Pramod Kumar Mishra for
questioning on December 12 about how he supervised
the Barharwa toll plaza tender case and gave a clean
chit to Congress minister Alamgir Alam as well as
Pankaj Mishra.Pankaj Mishra is the MLA representa-
tive of Jharkhand CM Hemant Soren and he is cur-
rently in jail in the illegal stone mining case. The ED
has filed a prosecution complaint against him. Well-
placed sources said that in the same case the ED will
summon Sahibganj SP Anuranjan Kispotta in the near
future.Notably, the Sahibganj police gave a clean chit
to Minister Alamgir Alam and Pankaj Mishra in
Barharwa toll plaza case within 24 hours the business-
man Shambhu Nandan lodged an FIR against them.
DSP Pramod Mishra was supervising the investigation
and gave a clean chit to minister and also Pankaj
Mishra without any preliminary investigation and dig-

Annual Sports Day celebrated with fervour at DPS Ranchi

Rs 3.83 lakh coIIec’red in vehlcle checkmg drive

PNS [l RANCHI

A vehicle checking drive
was conducted by Ranchi,
District Transport Officer,
Praveen Prakash on Tuesday
at Ratu, Daladali, Ring Road
and Kanke area of the district
from 08:00 am to 04:00 pm.
A total of 124 vehicles were
checked during vehicle
checking.

Tax defaulters, overloaded
vehicles, vehicles without
pollution proof, without per-
mit, without helmet and oth-
er vehicle related docu-
ments, besides checking ve-
hicles registered outside the
state of Jharkhand which are
being operated under Ranchi
were fined during the drive.
The documents of all the ve-
hicles were checked by the
personnel of the office one
by one. A fine of Rs 3,83,480
was collected from a total of
34 vehicles like goods vehi-
cles, highways, two wheel-

DTO, Ranchi Praveen Prakash during vehicle checking drive in Ranchi on Tuesduy PNS

ers, autos and others.

During investigation, tax
failure of 06 vehicles was
found. Such vehicles have
been seized and kept at Ratu
police station.

Prakash appealed to the
vehicle owners to keep the
documents related to the ve-
hicle with them and keep all
the documents updated
while operating the vehicle.
He also instructed to follow
the traffic rules. He said that
wearing helmets while driv-
ing two wheelers and follow-

ing traffic rules has reduced
road accidents.

Till October 2022, 360
people died and 364 were
injured in a total of 551
road accidents in Ranchi
district. In the year 2021 till
December, 448 people had
lost their lives in a total of
644 road accidents. The
District Transport Officer
expressed hope that follow-
ing the traffic rules, there
would be further reduction
in the number of road acci-
dents in future.

Sadar Hospital achieves remarkable feat

PNS [l RANCHI

Sadar Hospital Ranchi
crossed a new milestone on
Tuesday when for the first
time, a bile duct stone was
removed by laparoscopy
technique here.

Dr Ajit Kumar, who per-
formed the operation, told
that the patient had under-
gone abdominal surgery 3
years ago. “Then it was told
that there is a stone in the
gall bladder but due to some
reasons the operation could
not be done. After this the

stone of the gallbladder
reached into the bile duct. At
the same time, the patient
also got jaundice. Then the
patient came to Sadar Hos-
pital for consultation. Kanak
Devi herself is a nursing
staff at Bundu Subdivision
Hospital,” he added.The
doctor said that when
MRCP was done, a big stone
was found stuck at the end
of the bile duct. “After con-
ducting all kinds of tests, he
was operated upon and a t-
tube was inserted on 12th
November. After 21 days,

the t-tube is removed after
re-examination. When his
MRCP was done again on 5
December, no stone was
found in the bile duct. After
removing the T-tube, the pa-
tient is currently kept under
observation. The patient will
be discharged in a day or
two. The patient has been
treated under the Ayushman
scheme,” he added.

Dr. Ajit Kumar, Anes-
thetist Dr. Deepak, Dr.
Vikas and the entire team of
OT were involved in the op-
eration.

PNS [l RANCHI

Delhi Public school Ranchi un-
folded a sporting session upholding
the true spirit of integrity as the
school celebrated its Annual Sports
Day with great enthusiasm and zest.
The school was decked up with vi-
brant colours giving an attractive
look. The magnificence of the day
was made stronger by the gracious
presence of Padma Bhushan recipi-
ent VK Shunglu, Chairman, Delhi
Public Society, New Delhi as the
Chief Guest. The Guest of Honour
of the event was Prawin Mala Hem-
rom CGM (P&A), SAIL UNITS
Ranchi & Pro — Vice Chairperson,
DPS Ranchi.

The students of Classes Nursery
to XII participated in various sports
events. The programme began with
the rendition of welcome song by
the school choir group followed by
the bouquet presentation to the es-
teemed guests by Principal, Dr Ram
Singh. He also extended a warm
welcome to the respected luminaries

and gave a ghmpse of the marvel-
lous achievements of the school.
The Chief Guest unfurled the
school flag. A spectacular march
past by the students of all six hous-
es — Sutlej, Chenab, Jamuna,
Jhelum, Ravi, and Ganga -- was pre-
sented in complete unison. The
NCC Cadets also displayed their
bold-hued persona during the pa-
rade which was highly appreciated
by the Chief Guest. The Head Boy
of the School led the oath taking
ceremony in which all the students
pledged to inculcate the sportsman
spirit within them. It was followed
by the declaration of the meet open
and lighting of the torch by the

Chief Guest.

The School Band performed with
their instruments leaving the gather-
ing electrified and awe-struck. The
audience was entertained through
various enchanting dances and
graceful presentation of aerobics by
the students of classes VI to XI and
a scintillating display of yoga. The
audience witnessed the ground-
breaking and energetic performanc-
es by the students.

The much-awaited track and field
events including 100 mt, 200 mt,
800 mt and 3000 mt flat races,
4x100 mt relay along with high
jumps, long jump, shot put etc were
a part of the sports event. The relay
race reverberated with enthusiastic
cheers and applause from the spec-
tators. The air was filled with cheer-
ing and loads of encouragement for
the young and budding athletes. The
primary wing students had some in-
teresting activity races which
heightened the spirit of the specta-
tors. The winners of the various
achievements were awarded by the

luminaries with medals, trophies
and certificates.

Speaking on the occasion, the
Chief Guest, VK Shunglu congratu-
lated the participants on their enthu-
siastic display of talent and spirit of
sportsmanship. He appreciated the
competitive spirit instilled in the
DPS students and encouraged them
to pursue their goals with grit, de-
termination and perseverance. He
also wished them luck for their up-
coming endeavours.

Guest of Honour Prawin Mala
Hemrom was enthralled and appre-
ciated the stupendous efforts of the
students.

Principal Dr. Ram Singh deliv-
ered a motivational speech stating
Sports is a hands-on learning expe-
rience to prepare students for the
competition of life and leads them
on their path to holistic develop-
ment. Sporting activities also build
team work, punctuality, discipline
and sportsmanship in an individual.
He motivated all the students to take
part in sports enthusiastically.

INBRIEF
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As Ranchi is heading to-
wards severe winter, Forest
Officers Wives Association
(FOWA) members distrib-
uted woolen sweaters at
Adim Janjati Orphan School,
Nivaranpur on December 05.
President of FOWA Vibha
Srivastsva said that the main
objective of the winter cam-
paign is to protect children

from harsh weather conditions through the pr0V1sron of winter clothes. Thus, after under-
standing the need, FOWA has taken quick steps in meeting the winter needs of the children
of the orphan school. They also distributed sweets, fruits, chips and biscuits among the chil-
dren. President Vibha Srivastava, Vice President Ruchi Upadhyay, Secretary Poonam Ran-
jan, Joint Secretary Sunandita Das, Treasurer Meenu Pandian, Sabita Mishra and Anju
Singh visited the school and spent meaningful time with the children.

Mahaparinirvan Divas in East Gentral Railway

Mabhaparinirvan Diwas of
Bharat Ratna, the architect
of Indian Constitution and
social reformer Babasaheb
Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar was
celebrated at East Central
Railway Headquarters on
Tuesday. On this occasion,
Anupam Sharma, General
Manager, ECR, paid floral
tributes to Dr. Ambedkar at
the headquarters On this oc-
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casion, all the officers and employees 1nclud1ng AGM and PCPO pa1d floral trlbutes on the
portrait of Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar. Along with this, the office bearers and members of the
East Central Railway Scheduled Castes/Tribes Association also paid tribute to Dr. Ambed-
kar by offering floral tributes on his portrait.

CCL pays homage to Dr Amhedkar
X

On the 67th death anniver-
sary of Bharat Ratna Babasa-
heb Dr. B. R. Ambedkar,
CMD CCL PM Prasad along
with Director (Finance),
Pawan Kumar Mishra, Di-
rector Technical (Projects
and Planning) B.R. Sairam,
CVO, S.K. Sinha, trade
union representatives along
with a large number of em-
ployees offered floral trib-
utes to Dr Ambedkar on the

occasion. Dr Ambedkar’s Mahaparinirvan Divas was celebrated today in all areas of CCL
along with headquarters. CMD P.M. Prasad said of Babasaheb Ambedkar significantly, he
dedicated his whole life to the service of the country. He further added that everyone should
take inspiration from him and perform their duties. He stated that CCL is committed to ful-
filling the energy aspirations of the nation.

Tributes to Dr Amhedkar at RRD

DRM Pradeep Gupta,
ADRM Manish Kumar and
others paid tributes by offer-
ing flowers on the picture of
Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar in
the meeting hall of Ranchi
Railway Divisional Office
on the 66th death anniver-
sary of Bharat Ratna Dr.
Bhimrao Ambedkar on the
occasion of Mahaparinirvan
Divas this year Kumar, Chief
Project Manager (Gati Shak-
ti) Satish Kumar and all

those present paid tribute by offerlng flowers. Along with this, during the program, the
great work done by Bharat Ratna Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar and his extensive contribution in
constitution making to make the country progressive was mentioned. And all the officers
and employees present were encouraged to follow and follow the ideals of Dr. Ambedkar.
On this occasion, Sr DPO Manik Shankar, St DCM cum CPRO Nishant Kumar, Division-

al Branch Officer, other officers and employees were present.
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‘Af shouldn’t he safe haven for terrorists’

India pitches for collective efforts to combat terror in India-Central Asia NSAs’ meet

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B NEW DELHI

India and Central Asian countries on
Tuesday cautioned that Afghanistan
must not become a safe haven for ter-
rorist activities and called for collective
action to combat challenges like terror
financing, radicalization and use of ter-
ror proxies for cross-border terrorism.

National Security Advisor (NSA)
Ajit Doval said monetary resources are
the “lifeblood” of terrorism and coun-
tering it should be a priority.

This appeal was made here at the
first meeting of the National Security
Advisors (NSA) of India and Central
Asia hosted by Doval. The high-pro-
file conclave also emphasized the need
for respecting Afghanistan’s sovereign-
ty, unity and territory and urged non-
interference in its internal affairs.
Doval said the meeting was taking place
at a time of “great churn,” in interna-
tional relations.

The NSAs of Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan
are attending the conclave while
Turkmenistan is being represented by
its ambassador to India.

Addressing the meet focusing on
combating terrorism in the region and
situation in Afghanistan, Doval pitched
for giving greater priority by countries
of the region to counter terror financ-
ing, saying monetary resources are the
“lifeblood” of terrorism.

Doval also said all United
Nations(UN) member states should
refrain from providing any form of sup-
port to entities or persons involved in
terrorist acts and fulfill the obligations
enshrined in relevant counter-terror
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National Security Adviser Ajit Doval with Afghanistan’s Ambassador to India Farid Mamundzay Farid
Mamundzay and other delegates during the first India-Central Asia meeting of National Security Advisers
and Secretaries of Security Councils, in New Delhi on Tuesday PTI

conventions. He described Central Asia
as India’s “extended neighbourhood”,
and said New Delhi accords “highest
priority” to this region.

“Afghanistan is an important issue
concerning all of us. India’s concerns
and objectives with regard to immedi-
ate priorities and the way forward are
similar to those of many of us around
the table,” he said.

Doval said connectivity with
Central Asian countries remained a key
priority for India and that New Delhi
stands ready to cooperate, invest and
build connectivity in the region.

“While expanding connectivity, it is
important to ensure that connectivity
initiatives are consultative, transparent
and participatory, with respect for sov-
ereignty and territorial integrity of all

countries,” he said, seen as an oblique
reference to China’s Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI).

Doval hosted the conclave with a
focus on evolving a common frame-
work to deal with challenges of terror-
ism in the region including Afghanistan
and ways to bolster overall security
cooperation in sync with a decision
taken at the first India-Central Asia
summit in January.

He said the meeting is taking place
at a time of “great churn” in interna-
tional relations and uncertainty about
the future, noting a peaceful, secure and
prosperous Central Asia is in “our
common interest”

“Today’s meeting, therefore,
assumes importance as it provides us an
opportunity to discuss matters which

require greater cooperation and coor-
dination amongst the regional coun-
tries,” he said

A joint communique said the offi-
cials agreed that the expansion of ter-
rorist propaganda, recruitment and
fund-raising efforts have serious secu-
rity implications for the region, and
therefore, a collective and coordinated
response is essential.

“The misuse of new and emerging
technologies, arms and drugs traftick-
ing, using terrorist proxies for cross-bor-
der terrorism, abuse of cyber space to
spread disinformation and unmanned
aerial systems present new challenges
in counterterrorism efforts and call for
collective action,” it said.

The mentioning of cross-border ter-
rorism is seen as a reference to Pakistan's
support to various terror groups which
have been targeting India. The meeting
also strongly called for an early adop-
tion of the UN Comprehensive
Convention on International Terrorism
to effectively deal with the menace.

It also reiterated that greater con-
nectivity could be a force multiplier for
enhancing trade and commerce as well
as for ensuring closer interactions
between India and Central Asian coun-
tries. Doval also referred to the first
India-Central Asia virtual summit in
January that was hosted by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

“Your presence is a testimony to our
cohesiveness and it will enrich the dis-
cussions. Central Asia is our extended
neighbourhood with which we have
civilisational linkages and we accord
highest priority to this region,” Doval
said.

nation

HC nod for rare 33-week
pregnancy termination

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE H
NEW DELHI

In a rare instance, the Delhi
High Court on Tuesday
allowed termination of a 33-
week pregnancy by saying that
the “ultimate decision” in mat-
ters of abortion ought to recog-
nise a woman’s choice to give
birth and the possibility of
dignified life of the unborn
child.

Justice Prathiba M Singh
observed that while the right of
a pregnant woman to terminate
her pregnancy has been the
subject matter of debate across
the world, India recognises the
choice of a woman in its law.

In the present case, the
petitioner, a 26 year old mar-
ried woman, sought to termi-
nate her 33-week pregnancy
after she found out that the foe-
tus was suffering from certain
cerebral  abnormalities.
Normally, termination is not
allowed after 24 weeks of preg-
nancy.

The petitioner had said
during her ultrasounds till the
16th week of gestation period,
no abnormalities were found in
the foetus but on November 12,
an abnormality was observed
in the foetus. The court clari-
fied that prior to undergoing
termination, the informed con-
sent of the petitioner would be
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taken and she would undergo
the procedure at her own risk.

The judge, while permit-
ting the woman to immediate-
ly undergo medical termina-
tion of pregnancy, noted that
the medical board unfortu-
nately did not give a “categor-
ical opinion” on the degree of
handicap or the quality of the
life of the foetus after birth and
thus opined that “such unpre-
dictability ought to weigh in
favour of the woman seeking
termination of pregnancy’.

“In conclusion, the court
holds that the ultimate decision
in such cases ought to recog-
nise the choice of the mother
as also the possibility of a dig-
nified life of the unborn
child...This court holds that
medical termination of preg-
nancy ought to be permitted in
the present case,” the court
ruled.

“The right of a pregnant
woman to terminate her preg-
nancy or abort her foetus has
been the subject matter of
debate across the world. This
right gives the woman the ulti-
mate choice as to whether she
wants to give birth to the child

she has conceived. India is
among the countries which
recognises this choice of a
woman in its law,” the court
said.

The court said that in the
present case, it was able to
gauge the mental trauma affect-
ing the parents as well as their
economic and social condition,
and the petitioner was taking
an informed decision to ter-
minate her pregnancy after
weighing all factors. “The court
comes to the conclusion that
the mother’s choice is being
made in a bonafide manner”, it
added while allowing the peti-
tioner to undergo medical ter-
mination of pregnancy imme-
diately at LNJP, GTB or any
other approved medical facili-
ty of her choice as per law.

The woman represented
by advocate Anwesh Madhukar
and Prachi Nirwan had
approached the High Court last
week after the GTB Hospital
declined her request for ter-
mination of pregnancy on the
premise that the process
required judicial intervention
since the current gestational
age of the petitioner was
beyond the permissible limit,
that is, 24 weeks as per the
amended Medical Termination
of Pregnancy Act which came
into etfect from September 24,
2021.

Cong calls for like-minded
Opp parties’ meet to mull

Winter Session strategy

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

Congress president and
Leader of Opposition in
Rajya Sabha M Mallikarjun
Kharge has convened a meet-
ing of all the ‘like-minded’
Opposition parties on
Wednesday before the Winter
Session of the Parliament
begins.

Party sources said that
Kharge has requested almost all
the opposition leaders to be
part of the meeting which will
formulate a strategy to take on
the Modi government in both
the Houses of Parliament.

Representatives of SP,
TMC, Shiv Sena, RJD, DMK,
JDU and few others have con-

IN SHORT
I

PM TO LAUNCH 3 AYUSH
INSTITUTES ON DEC 11
New Delhi: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will on December
11 dedicate to the nation three
national Ayush institutes — All
India Institute of Ayurveda (AllA),
Goa — a satellite centre of the
Delhi-based AlIA — National
Institute of Unani Medicine
(NIUM), Ghaziabad; and National
Institute of Homoeopathy (NIH),
Delhi, Union Ayush Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal said on
Tuesday.

firmed their participation in
the meeting which will happen
at 9.45 am just before the
Session begins at 11 am. They
have been briefed to raise the
common issues like economic
condition, unemployment, bor-
der and security issues, attack
on constitutional freedom, sale
of certain government estab-
lishments and few other agen-
da which are likely to be dis-
cussed in the meeting to be
chaired by Kharge.

Meanwhile, accusing the
Centre of having “betrayed” the
farmers, the All India Kisan
Congress wrote to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, high-
lighting the “plight” of the
tillers and reiterating the
demand of legal guarantee for
MSP for all crops.

The Congress’ unit for
farmers also reiterated the
demand for dismissal of Union
Minister of State for Home Ajay
Mishra Teni over the
Lakhimpur Kheri violence,
release of “innocent” farmers
imprisoned in the case, with-
drawal of “fake cases” registered
against farmers in various states
during the farmers’ agitation
and compensation to families
of the deceased farmers.

President Droupadi Murmu with Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar, Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Lok Sabha Speaker Om

Birla and Union Minister for Social Justice & Empowerment Virendra Kumar at a ceremony to pay homage to Babasaheb BR
Ambedkar on his Mahaparinirvan Diwas, at Parliament House Complex in New Delhi on Tuesday PTI
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How long can Christian Michel be kept in custody, asks SC

PTI B NEW DELHI

court would have been willing to grant him

CBI to question K Kavitha in Delhi

Excise Policy

PNS B NEW DELHI

he CBI has issued a fresh

notice to TRS MLC K
Kavitha for questioning on
December 11 at her Hyderabad
residence in connection with
the Delhi Excise Policy scam
case.

The move comes after
Kavitha expressed her inabili-
ty to appear before the agency
on Monday (December 5) and
told the agency that she was
available for recording her
statement from December 11
to 15 (except December 13).

In response to the first
notice issued on December 2,
Kavitha had said she went
through the contents of the FIR
copy as well as the complaint
available on the website in
connection with the case and
her name did not figure any-
where in any manner whatso-
ever.

The fresh notice issued by
the agency states, “..CBI team
will visit your residence at
1100 hrs on December 11,
2022 for your examination and
recording of your statement in
connection with investigation
of aforesaid (Delhi Excise
scam) case. Kindly confirm
your availability on the said
date and time at your residen-
tial address at Hyderabad..”

Kavitha, in a statement on
Monday, had said she informed
the authorities that they can
meet her at her Hyderabad res-
idence.

case on Dec 11

TRS MLC K Kavitha's residence at Jubilee Hills, in Hyderabad on Tuesday PTI

the excise scam.

“Further investigation is
continuing to investigate the
role of FIR named accused and
other persons on various alle-
gations including conspiracies
with other licensees, money
trails, cartelization and larger
conspiracies in the formulation
and implementation of the
Excise Policy,” the CBI had said
after filing the charge sheet late
last month.

The Enforcement

Directorate that is probing a
connected money laundering
case has alleged, “..Vijay Nair,
on behalf of leaders of AAP has
at least received kickbacks to
the tune of Rs 100 crore from
a group, called south group
(controlled by Sarath Reddy,
Ms K Kavitha, Magunta
Srinivasulu Reddy) by various
persons including Amit Arora”
Officials identified Kavitha
as the daughter of Telangana
CM K Chandrashekhar Rao.

CBI arrests Railway DCE for
taking bribe, seizes 72.51 cr

PNS B NEW DELHI

he CBI has recovered cash to the tune of ¥1.38 crore cash

and ¥1.13 crore in bank accounts of Deputy Chief Engineer
of Railways, Arun Kumar Mittal, who was arrested for alleged-
ly taking a bribe from a contractor.

Immediately after Mittal’s arrest last week, the CBI had seized

AGUSTA WESTLAND
CHOPPER SCAM

said, ordinarily, if the accused had been an
Indian national, the court would have been
willing to grant him bail, especially if he
had spent more than four years in custody
for the offences the maximum punishment
for which is five years.

“Merely because he is a foreign nation-
al, how long can we keep him? Can that
justify complete deprivation of his liber-

bail,” the Bench told Additional Solicitor
General SV Rau, appearing for probe agen-
cies CBI and the ED.

The bench said what is worrying the
court is the complexity of trial as there are
over 250 witnesses in the case and the co-
accused government officials have been
granted bail for want of sanction for pros-
ecution. “It’s an important issue for con-
sideration, especially the construct between
the treaty and the statute (Extradition Act,

“I'am a law-abiding citizen
and will cooperate with the
investigation. I will meet you
on any of the above said dates
to cooperate with the investi-
gation. It is made clear that this
is without prejudice to my
legal rights available under
law;” she had said.

The CBI has already filed
a charge sheet against seven

¥38 lakh cash and about 1 crore was recovered during search-
es at his premises. Kumar was posted as Deputy Chief Engineer
(Construction), Northern Railway, Lucknow.

Out of the ¥1.13 crore recovered from the bank accounts of
the accused and his family members, majority of the amount was
allegedly deposited in cash in various bank accounts, the CBI
said. A case was registered on a complaint against Mittal on the
allegations of demanding bribes from the complainant in lieu
of passing the bills of his firm engaged in project work at
Charbagh, Lucknow. The arrested accused was produced on
December 2 before the Competent Court, Lucknow which

UNCONSTITUTIONAL GOVT IN
MAHA: UDDHAV SENA TO SC
New Delhi: The Uddhav
Thackeray-led faction of the Shiv
Sena on Tuesday told the
Supreme Court that a “completely
unconstitutional government is
being run” in Maharashtra.

NITISH GOVT ANTI-DALIT:

he Supreme Court said on Tuesday just

because Christian Michel James, an
alleged middleman in the AgustaWestland
chopper scam, is a foreign national, how
long can he be kept in custody and does
his not being an Indian justify “complete
deprivation” of his liberty.

James is a United Kingdom national
and was extradited from Dubai in 2018.

A Bench of Chief Justice DY

UNION MIN PASHUPATI
New Delhi: BJP ally and Union
Minister Pashupati Kumar Paras
on Tuesday accused the Nitish
Kumar-led Bihar Government of
acting with a sense of revenge
against Dalits, particularly
Paswans, and raised the issue of
“rising” crimes against the
community’s members at a
meeting of the ruling NDA.

ED ATTACHES 1.58 CR OF
ANUBRATA’S CONFIDANT
New Delhi: Thirty-two properties
worth more than ¥1.58 crore
belonging to a person who is a
“close confidant” of TMC leader
Anubrata Mondal have been
attached in connection with a
money laundering probe linked to
a cattle smuggling case of West
Bengal, the ED said on Tuesday.

TN GOVT FOR JALLIKATTU,
BACKS BULL-SPORT IN SC
New Delhi: The Tamil Nadu
Government on Tuesday defended
in the Supreme Court the law
allowing bull-taming sport
“jallikattu” in the State, saying it is
an “incorrect notion” that an
activity, which is in the nature of a
sport or entertainment, cannot
have a cultural value.

Chandrachud and Justice PS Narasimha

ty? Had he been an Indian national, the

1962).

individuals in connection with

remanded him to CBI custody.

‘Most Asian countries fail
global biodiversity target’

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
NEW DELHI

Most countries in Asia have
failed to achieve a global
minimum target of protecting
at least 17% of land by 2020,
according to a study based on
data from 40 countries.
Under the current trends,
the outlook for achieving the
UN Global Biodiversity
FrameworKk’s 2030 target to
protect at least 30 per cent of
land is bleak, with Asia set to
miss this by an even greater
margin, the researchers said in
a study published in the jour-
nal Communications Biology.
To counter the global bio-
diversity crisis, at the 2010
UN Convention on Biological
Diversity, almost 200 countries
pledged to protect at least 17
per cent of their terrestrial
environments by 2020 (known

as Aichi Target).

To investigate whether they
achieved this, researchers from
the Universities of Oxford and
Cambridge in the UK, with col-
laborators in Asia, analysed
data from official reports sub-
mitted to the World Database
on Protected Areas.

In particular, very few
countries in West and Central
Asia achieved the target.
Overall, Asia was the most
underperforming continent,
with just 13.2 per cent of land
being designated as a terrestri-
al protected area in 2020 —
compared with a global average
of 15.2 per cent protection, the
researchers said.

Asian countries also tend-
ed to have a slower year-on-
year increase in the amount of
land protected for conserva-
tion, at just 0.4 per cent per year
on average,the study said.

For 241 highly at-risk

mammal species across Asia,
on average 84 per cent of their
ranges fell outside protected
areas, the researchers said.

They calculated that
almost all Asian countries will
fail to meet the 2030 target
unless their rate of establishing
protected areas increases by up
to six times faster. Under the
current trajectory, Asia would
only achieve 18% coverage by
2030 — far below the target of
30 per cent protection.

The outlook was worse for
West and South Asia, project-
ed to achieve 11 per cent and
10 per cent coverage respec-
tively by 2030.

“Asia is a challenging con-
tinent for setting targets for
protected areas, since areas of
high biodiversity typically con-
flict with dense human popu-
lations and rapid economic
growth,” said study lead author
Mohammed Farhadinia.

DCGI OK

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

With Mylab’s PathoDetect
kit patients can with a
single test know their active TB
infection as well as drug resis-
tance to 2 most common drugs
- Isoniazid and Rifampicin - so
that they take treatment that
will actually work.

The first ‘Made in India’ kit
recently approved by the
DCGI, TB expert panel under
the ICMR has been developed
by Mylab. The kit is a RT-PCR
based kit for accurate detection
and will be used with Mylab
Compact device systems -
which will allow completely
automated testing of multiple
samples within 2 hours.

This will be instrumental
in supporting the Prime
Minister’s vision to eliminate
TB by 2025 from India, said
Hasmukh Rawal, the MD of
Mylab.

s 1st Made-in-India’ TB ki

—

He explained that the
device will help address sever-
al problems simultaneously. It
can not only do multiple tests
at one time but also does not
need highly technical people
which we are already short of
to handle samples and reagents,
he added.

The kit has been approved
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after rigorous and large scale
field trials and recommended
by the TB Expert Committee
under ICMR.

“Multicentre centre evalu-
ation study and field feasibili-
ty testing studies were carried
out for the “PathoDetect MTB
RIF and INH drug resistance
kits” & Compact device sys-

tems. The centres of trials
included the most reputed Tb
research centres of India, which
evaluated the performance of
the kit against the currently
used diagnostic assays for
Tuberculosis,” said Rawal.

He further said, “There is
a huge problem of resistance to
drugs when it comes to TB.
Until now, India had to con-
duct 2 tests: one to detect TB
first and to check drug resis-
tance - that against only one
drug (Rifampicin). But with
MylabsPathoDetect™ kit, the
test pattern will be changed”

Also, the test kits have
been designed to work in ambi-
ent temperatures compared to
existing PCR options which
need 2-8 degree cold storage.
Mylab Compact™ device sys-
tems do not require special
infrastructure for operations
and feasibility studies done on
mobile vans in rural areas indi-
cate them to be very robust.
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TMC SPOKESPERSON SAKET GOKHALE ARRESTED BY GUJARAT POLICE FOR TWEET AGAINST MODI, ALLEGED FAKE NEWS

Didi cries vendetta, TMC
calls it super emergency

SAUGAR SENGUPTA I KOLKATA

Trinamool Congress (TMC) national
spokesperson Saket Gokhale was being
interrogated on Tuesday after he was
detained by the Gujarat Police from
Rajasthan late at night. The TMC leader
was arrested allegedly for writing fake news
as also for tweeting against Prime Minister
Narendra Modji’s visit to Morbi, where a
bridge collapse killed over 130 people in
October. The TMC has called the arrest of
Saket Gokhale by the Gujarat Police an act
of vindictiveness. Hours after the Gujarat
Police arrested Gokhale at Jaipur Airport
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
on Tuesday called the arrest a result of the
“BJP’s vindictive attitude.”

While her party’s Rajya Sabha MP
Shantanu Sen said, the arrest itself proved
that there was a “super emergency going
on in India,” Banerjee said the act was “very
bad and sad” Banerjee who was on a swift
trip of Rajasthan —where she visited the
Bramha Temple at Pushkar and the shrine
of Khwaja Moinudding Chisti at Ajmer
Sharif — said “T heard about his arrest ...
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Saket Gokhale is a bright man and is very
popular in the social media ... he has been
arrested for no wrong. “It is very bad and
sad ... I condemn this vindictive attitude
. he was arrested because he tweeted
against the Prime Minister;” on Morbi
bridge collapse incident. Gokhale had
allegedly written fake news on the Morbi
incident and later went on to write that the
Prime Minister’s visit to Morbi cost more
than the compensation provided to the kin
of the victims of Morbi.
“The party has been trying to contact
him since midnight ... but the police have
confiscated his mobile and he is thus

incommunicado,” Sen adding, the Chief
Minister had directed TMC Rajya Sabha
Leader Derek O Brien to proceed to
Ahmedabad to inquire into the matter and
arrange for any legal help for the arrested
leader. “Anyone who speaks the truth
against the BJP and its government is
arrested and sent to jail,” Sen said while
Bengal Minister Sobhandeb

Chatopadhaya said how “about 450
journalists all over the country are lan-
guishing in various jails of the country”

The BJP was prompt to hit back
showing how a number of opposition peo-
ple and journalists had either been arrest-
ed or served with notices by the police for
writing against the Mamata Banerjee
Government.

“Gujarat is not Bengal ... if someone
has been arrested for writing untrue sto-
ries about the Prime Minister and action
has been taken by the police ... if he is to
be found innocent he will be releasede but
how about Bengal where every journalist
gets a notice or the police knock at his door
in the midnight for doing stories on the
government.”

nation

Giriraj lauds Lalu’s daughter for donating her kidney

Patna: R]D president Lalu Prasad's daugh-
ter Rohini Acharya, who donated a kid-
ney to her father, has earned the praise of
Union minister Giriraj Singh, one of the
most strident opponents of the former
Bihar chief minister.

Singh, who represents the Begusarai Lok
Sabha seat of the state, expressed his sen-
timents on Twitter, sharing a picture of
Acharya fast asleep on her hospital bed
after the surgery in Singapore.

"Beti ho to Rohini Acharya jaisi (Rohini

Acharya is the kind of daughter one should
have)," Singh tweeted in Hindi, adding that
the Singapore-based daughter of Prasad,
in her early 40s, "shall serve as an exam-
ple for the future generations".

PTI

CBI court discharges
former IGNOU, PTU
V-Cs 1n graft case

PTI B NEW DELHI

After a protracted legal bat-
tle of nearly 10 years, for-
mer IGNOU Vice-Chancellor
VN Rajasekharan Pillai has
come out clear after a special
CBI court here discharged him
in a corruption case, officials
said on Tuesday.

Former Vice Chancellor of
Punjab Technical University
Rajneesh Arora and Joint
Registrar RPS Bedi were also
discharged from the case relat-
ed to alleged corruption and
forgery in allowing the uni-
versity to run certain courses
through distant mode from
the academic year 2007.

“Criminal prosecution has
been sought of very high-level
dignitaries but the CBI just pre-
sented the charge sheet without
bothering to see whether the
ingredients of the alleged
offences are present in this
case,” Special Judge Naresh
Kumar Laka noted.

The CBI, which started the
probe in 2011 with a prelimi-
nary enquiry, filed an FIR fol-
lowed by a charge sheet against
Pillai, Arora and Bedi under
charges of criminal conspiracy,
forgery and provisions of the
Prevention of Corruption Act,
the officials said.

The central agency had
alleged that the University
Grants Commission, All India
Council for Technical
Education and Indira Gandhi
National Open University
(IGNOU) had signed a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) on May
10, 2007, which stipulated to set
up an expert committee to

visit the particular institution
to verify the norms and stan-
dards of education before
approving recognition.

The decision to approve
was to be decided on the basis
of the expert committee's
report, observations of the
joint committee and finally by
the Distance Education
Council (DEC), which is the
primary authority of IGNOU
for that purpose, they said. The
CBI alleged that Pillai violated
the MoU and "unilaterally”
gave permission to Punjab
Technical University to run
certain courses through distant
mode.

The court rejected the
charge that Pillai misused his
official position, as one of the
relied documents in the CBI
charge sheet having an expert
opinion on the MoU, said it was
not binding and also AICTE
had not ratified the document.

Besides, the court agreed
with Pillai that the MoU was to
facilitate cordial functioning of
three bodies—UGC, AICTE
and IGNOU—having some
overlapping functions "without
losing their own statutory
power".

“As per established princi-
ples of the rule of law, a private
agreement can never supersede
the statutory provisions which
are enacted by the legislatures
i.E. Parliament of India or the
State Legislative Body;” it said.

The court said according
to the charge sheet, the CBI
alleged that the three caused
undue benefit to Punjab
Technical University by grant-
ing recognition, which it did
not deserve.

SP MLA livestreams UP
Assembly proceedings,
asked to leave House

PNS B LUCKNOW

amajwadi Party MLA Atul

Pradhan on Tuesday
livestreamed proceedings of
the Uttar Pradesh Assembly via
Facebook while protesting in
the Well, drawing the ire of the
Speaker who asked him to
leave the House and suspend-
ed him for the entire session.

Speaker Satish Mahana
said it had come to his notice
that a member went live on
Facebook while the Samajwadi
Party MLAs were protesting in
the well of the House over
alleged irregularities and police
atrocities during the voting in
the bypoll to the Rampur
assembly seat.

The speaker later said he
had verified that it was SP MLA
Atul Pradhan, who was asked
to leave the House for the
entire session. While the
Sardhana MLA immediately
left the House, the SP members
requested the speaker to review
his decision as the first-time
legislator was not aware of the
assembly rules.Holding that
“ignorance of law is not an
excuse”, the speaker said:
“Pradhan will not be allowed in
the House” However, on being

insisted, the speaker allowed
him to attend the proceedings
after 1 pm on Tuesday.

Earlier in the day, as soon
as the House assembled at 11
am, the Samajwadi Party mem-
bers raised the issue of alleged
police high-handedness in
Rampur on Monday. SP MLA
Manoj Pandey alleged that the
police entered the homes of
people and beat them up.

The SP MLAs entered the
well of the House and raised
slogans denouncing the gov-
ernment. The SP had given
notice under rule 56 of the
House seeking adjournment
of the proceedings to discuss
the Rampur issue.

Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Suresh Khanna
denied the charges levelled by
the opposition members and
claimed that no wrong was
committed and polling in
Rampur remained peaceful.

Mahana said he was ready
to allow the opposition to raise
this issue as per rules. He
asked opposition members to
restore order and go back to
their seats. However, the oppo-
sition refused to relent, forcing
him to adjourn the proceedings
of the House for 20 minutes.

3 hurt 1n yet another
blast in West Bengal

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
KOLKATA

It is exploding bombs in
Bengal. Barely four days after
the Bhupatinagar blast that left
three persons dead and an
unspecified number of victims
injured three persons including
a woman and two children
were severely injured at
Ramnagar area of Basirhat
sub-division in North 24
Parganas district some 50 miles
north of Kolkata.

The incident happened on
Tuesday forenoon when a child
brought home a round-shaped
object taking it to be a ball ...
the ball-like object that the
child found in the fields
exploded inside the kitchen of
his house injuring another
child and his mother, sources
said. All have been admitted to
the Basirhat district hospital,
police said.

The incident occurred four
days after the blast at
Bhupatinagar in East Midnpore
district where a Trinamooll
Congress leader’s house literally
caved in after a stockpile of
explosive went off while the
victims were allegedly making
bombs. While Bengal
Opposition Leader Suvendu
Adhikari wrote to Union Home
Minister Amit Shah seeking an
NIA investigation into the
Bhupatinagar incident, a Public
Interest Litigation petition too
was filed in Calcutta High
Court demanding a similar
order.

About a dozen people have
lost their lives and tens of
them have received grave
injuries in bomb blasts and gun
fights in the past little more
than a month in Bengal. Such
incidents were likely to go up
at next year’s panchayat elec-
tions draw nearer, experts say.

UDF demands
judicial probe into
Vizhinjam violence

PTI B THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Opposition UDF on
Tuesday made a scathing
attack against the Kerala gov-
ernment, alleging that it adopt-
ed a “hostile attitude” towards
the fishermen protesting
against the construction of
Vizhinjam port and demanded
a judicial probe into the recent
violent incidents in connection
with the anti-seaport stir. The
investigation should bring out
the real truth and not cover up
the facts, they said during a dis-
cussion in the state Assembly
on the adjournment motion on
the Vizhinjam issue.

The opposition front made
it clear that they were not
demanding that the construc-
tion of the upcoming port be
stopped.But, development
should be brought through
consensus and not through
confrontation, Congress legis-

lator M Vincent, who moved
the motion, said. The Left gov-
ernment was not keen to reach
out to the fishermen commu-
nity and address their woes
despite the latter approaching
the authorities with their con-
cerns several times, he alleged.

He accused the state gov-
ernment of viewing the agita-
tors with a “hostile attitude”
and charged that some cabinet
ministers had called them “ter-
rorists” and “anti-nationals”
The Kovalam MLA also alleged
that there was a deliberate
attempt by the police to pro-
voke the fishermen communi-
ty and thus create issues in the
region.

Several people were arrest-
ed without any reason and a
case was registered even against
the Archbishop, he said, adding
that a pregnant woman was
summoned to the police station
in the name of interrogation.

Babri demolition anniversary: Little extra
security, but just another day in Ayodhya

PTI ® AYODHYA (UP)

t was business as usual in the

pilgrim city on Tuesday, the
day that marked the 30th
anniversary of the Babri
mosque demolition.

In a break from the curfew-
like situation on some past
occasions, life remained nor-
mal in the city with schools,
colleges, offices and public
institutions remaining open.
Police, however, remain on
alert.

Like any other day, local
people were seen queuing at the
Ram temple complex for a
‘darshan’ while traffic remained
heavy during morning rush
hour.

Unlike in the past, the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad is not
celebrating any "Shaurya
Diwas" (bravery day) and there
are no plans by the Muslim
community to observe a Black
Day . With the Supreme Court
judgement in 2019 ending the
Ram Janmabhoomi land dis-
pute, people from both the
communities appear to be

yearning for peace.

In past years, Ayodhya
used to be turned into a fortress
ahead of the Babri mosque
demolition anniversary. Not
this time, though.

Senior Superintendent of
Police, Ayodhya, Muniraj G
said "routine arrangements"
have been made in the city as
precautionary measures.

"We are also continuously
monitoring social media plat-
forms, while hotels are also
being checked," Muniraj G,
who was recently appointed as
the SSP of Ayohdya, tol
reporters.

"All vehicles coming into

Ayodhya are being thorough-
ly checked. Nothing unusual
has been reported so far, how-
ever, we are keeping a strict
vigil," the SSP, who inspecte the
city markets on Monday night,
said.

VHP spokesperson Sharad
Sharma told PTT on Tuesday
that no event is lined up for the
day on the occasion. Sharma
had earlier said events organ-
ised to mark December 6 were
toned down after the Supreme
Court decision “in favour of the
Hindu side”.

"The 'Shaurya Diwas'
which used to be celebrated on
December 6, it has been called
off completely as our main
‘sankalp' (vow) was fulfilled.
And after that, all we wanted
was a peaceful environment.
"So it was unanimously decid-
ed that no event that triggers
any tension or hurts anyone
should be organised", he has
said. He said the organisation
didn't want to do anything
that damages trust and com-
munal harmony".

However, many Muslims

still feel that families of those
killed in the aftermath of the
Babri demolition are yet to get
justice. In two mosques of the
city, recitation of the Quran was
held after early morning
prayers peacefully in small
gatherings on Tuesday.

Babri petitioner Haji
Mehboob said, "We organised
Quran Khani (recitation of
Quran) in remembrance of
those who lost their lives in
Ayodhya after demolition of
Babri Mosque. No other pro-
grammes have been planned."

Another petitioner, Igbal
Ansari said,"After the Supreme
Court judgment, Muslims have
forgotten everything. Ayodhya
is dharam ki nagri (City of
Dharma)... We have left behind
what happened 30 years ago
and are now talking of devel-
opment."

Three decades after the
demolition of the Babri
mosque, people in the city
seem to have moved on and
appear to be treating its
anniversary on Tuesday almost
like any other day.

Lakhimpur Kheri killings: Charges framed against Ashish
Mishra, 12 others for murder, criminal conspiracy

PTI W LAKHIMPUR KHERI (UP)

Acourt here on Tuesday
framed charges against
Union minister Ajay Kumar
Mishras son Ashish and 12
others for murder, criminal
conspiracy and related offences
in the case of mowing down of
protesting farmers in October
2021 in Lakhimpur Kheri,
paving the way for the start of
the trial.

Additional District Judge
Sunil Kumar Verma has now
fixed the next hearing on
December 16, District
Government Counsel
(Criminal) Arvind Tripathi
told PTL.

Tripathi said that 13
accused, including Ashish
Mishra, have been charged
under IPC sections 147 and
148 related to rioting, 149
(unlawful assembly), 302 (mur-

der), 307 (attempt to murder),
326 (voluntarily causing griev-
ous hurt by dangerous weapons
or means), 427 (mischief) and
120B (punishment for criminal
conspiracy), and section 177 of
Motor Vehicle Act.Ashish
Mishra, son of Union Minister
of State for Home Ajay Kumar
Mishra, is the main accused in
the case. The other 12 accused

are Ankit Das, Nandan Singh
Bisht, Latif Kale, Satyam alias
Satya Prakash Tripathi, Shekhar
Bharti, Sumit Jaiswal, Ashish
Pandey, Lavkush Rana, Shishu
Pal, Ullas Kumar alias Mohit
Trivedi, Rinku Rana and
Dharmendra Banjara. All of
them are in jail.

The 14th accused,
Virendra Shukla, who is out on

bail, has been charged under
section 201 of IPC which is
related to causing the disap-
pearance of evidence of an
offence or giving false infor-
mation to screen the offender.

The primary object of
framing of charge is to tell the
accused person precisely about
what the prosecution intends to
prove against him. Charges
under various sections of the
Arms Act were also framed
against Ashish Mishra, Ankit
Das, Nandan Singh Bisht,
Satyam alias Satya Prakash
Tripathi, Latif Kale and Sumit
Jaiswal, Tripathi said.

On October 3, 2021, eight
people were killed in Tikunia
in Lakhimpur Kheri during
violence that erupted when
farmers were protesting against
Uttar Pradesh Deputy Chief
Minister Keshav Prasad
Maurya’s visit to the area.

School students pay tribute to Babasaheb BR Ambedkar on his death anniversary, in Agar‘[ala on Tuesday

PTI Photo

Two girls of

PTI B ULUBERIA (WB)

As newborns, Priyanka and
Rani brought despair to
their parents but a home for
children with special needs in
West Bengal's Howrah, set up
with funds provided by French
author Dominique Lapierre,
helped them to qualify for the
Indian handball team that will
participate in the 2023 Berlin
Special Olympic Games.

They secured their berths
in the team at the national
coaching camp held at Sonepat
in Haryana in October, their
coach Tamal Chatterjee told
PTIL.

Besides their physical chal-
lenges, they also have a disad-
vantaged family background.

Born to an autorickshaw
driver father and housewife
mother of Hatgacha village in
Howrah, Priyanka was admit-

Lapierre-funded home to represent India in Special Olympics

()

ted to the CCI Home for
Children With Special Needs
(CWSN) Girls at Kathila when
she was four years old. Now 16,
she has an intellectual disabil-
ity and total hearing impair-
ment but overcame the odds to
be a champion handball strik-
er. Spotting her talent, the
coach introduced Priyanka to
various sports and she later

proved her mettle in handball,
said Johnmary Barui, the direc-
tor of Asha Bhavan Centre
which runs the CCI Home said.

With the help of an inter-
vention programme for overall
development, Priyanka is now
fully independent in her daily
life and also helps her room-
mates, Barui said. Lapierre was
a regular visitor to the CCI

SPECIAL OLYMPICS

WORLD GAMES

BERLIN 2023

Home for CWSN Girls. He
would also interact with the
girls, Barui said, adding that the
famous French author helped
with funds in setting up the
institute.

Priyanka's teammate Rani
was born to hearing-impaired
parents. She was rescued from
Howrah station by Childline as
a runaway child when she was

very young and was sent to
Asha Bhavan Centre. Rani,
now 13, is a student of class 8
at Karat Beria High School. She
has a 75 per cent intellectual
disability and her IQ level is as
low as 44, Barui said.
Noticing her love for
sports, she was introduced to
various sports under the super-
vision of coach Chatterjee and
later she excelled in handball.
Priyanka and Rani told PTI,
through an interpreter, in sign
language that they are excited
to participate in the special
olympics, scheduled to be held
from June 17 to 25 next year.
"T want to win a gold medal
for India in handball," Priyanka
said. Rani said, "I will try to give
my best in the special olympics
and practicing very hard for it."
Coach Chatterjee said Rani
is a talented striker while
Priyanka is good at throwing

and snatching the ball from
opponents. Both of them can
grip the ball very well, which is
very essential in handball, he
said. Barui said the other chil-
dren of the special home are
excited after learning that
Priyanka and Rani were select-
ed to play in the special
olympics. "Now, they have
become a role model for the
other kids at the home," he
added.

Mohammad Mohiuddin,
the chief of UNICEF in West
Bengal, said that after learning
about the achievements of
Priyanka and Rani in handball,
they enquired about duo and
decided to motivate other chil-
dren using them as examples.

They were featured in a
UNICEF film on child
sportspersons who made sig-
nificant achievements, because
of their outstanding feats.
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On expected lines

Exit polls have not thrown up any surprises, BJP
and AAP are winners and Cong a big loser
The results of exit polls for the Assembly elections in Gujarat and Himachal Pradesh

and of the Municipal Corporation of Delhi are on expected lines. Most reports

and experts were suggesting that the Bharatiya Janata Party would increase its
tally of 99 out of 182 seats in Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s home state, over-
coming 27 years of anti-incumbency and even the bad press that the saffron party
got after the Morbi mishap. The average of nine exit polls for the BJP in Gujarat is
132, whereas for the Congress it is 38 and the Aam Aadmi Party, eight. In the Himalayan
state too, where the electorate prefers to change the state government every five
years, the BJP was seen as a party that wasn’t leaving any stone unturned. A video
went viral in which no less a person that the PM was heard trying to coax a rebel
party candidate to withdraw his candidature. Exit polls show a tough contest in
Himachal, which has 68 Assembly seats, the BJP’s
average being 35 and the Congress’ 30, while AAP
is unlikely to open its account. Only Aaj Tak-Axis My
India, which gave 30-40 seats to the Congress and
24-34 to the BJP, has thrown up the possibility of
the grand old party coming back to power in the hill
state. For the MCD election, there were four exit polls,
all of which gave a comfortable majority to AAP, the
average being 154. The BJP’s average was 84 and
the Congress’ six.

If exit polls are correct on the whole, they high-
light a few facts. First, the BJP’s election machine
is unrivaled. The party’s detractors may accuse it
of having amassed wealth and using law-enforce-
ment agencies like the Central Bureau of Investigation and the Enforcement Directorate
to further its electoral ends, but it would be wrong to deny the magnitude of effort
put in by its cadre and that of the RSS. They don’t leave anything to chance; they
are not deterred or daunted by events like the Morbi bridge collapse or the incidence
of rebels everywhere; they just don’t give up. The Congress, on the other hand, is
just not willing, able, or both to take up the challenge that it faces today—the exis-
tential challenge against Modi’s BJP. Rahul Gandhi is busy uniting the country, even
as his own party is withering away. His sister, Priyanka Vadra, did work in Himachal,
but not as much as her party leaders in the state wanted her to. What was once
seen as a low-hanging fruit for the GOP seems to have become an apple of discord.
The AAP looks like a winner. It appears to be winning the MCD election; for 15 years,
the local bodies (there were three MCDs till recently) were under the BJP. Typically,
the saffron party did everything to win the MCD election—from a high-profile cam-
paign involving its stalwarts to the use of Satyendra Jain’s video clips—but to little
avail. Its performance in the two other states, however, compensates for the loss.
The GOP, however, has no such compensation.

Young women shop for Christmas decora ion art|cles ata market in Guwahati

Urban Voter’s apathy

[Low urban turnout in the recent elections reflects

disenchantment of city dwellers with political system
After a high decibel campaign in three states of Gujarat, Himachal, and Delhi, it

was a damp squib response by the voters, especially in urban areas. Not many

came out to vote, especially in the urban areas where the voter turnout was
abysmally low. Even the election commission acknowledges the fact that despite so
many efforts the voter’s interest in the elections was rather low. In Shimla, the turnout
was dismal, 10 percentage points lower than Himachal’s average of 75.6%. The trend
of lower voter turnout in the urban areas was also seen in Gujarat as well. The urban
turnout in the first phase in Gujarat was also lower than in 2017. In Delhi’s local
polls, the same trend was visible in the affluent constituencies of Delhi. The voter
turnout of voters has decreased since independence. In the 50s, 60s, and 70s, the
urban voters were more active than the rural ones but gradually the rural voters took
over and the urban voters started keeping away from
the polling booths.

Many factors have contributed to the low voter
turnout in general and urban voter turnout in par-
ticular. The notion that rich people do not care about
elections is largely true and this is reflected in the
voting pattern in affluent neighborhoods. In villages,
voting is largely a group activity and people vote deci-
sively to effect a change or maintain the status quo.
Besides, rural elected bodies are more alive in rural
areas than urban ones. Besides, the political par-
ties work harder in rural areas. Group mobilisation
is difficult in cities where localities are not based on
castes or a particular community. Besides, rural vot-
ers need political favours more than their urban counterparts as the rural infrastruc-
ture is still evolving whereas the urban voters do not need the government services
that ardently and take them for granted. However the most worrisome is the gener-
al disenchantment of voters with the political system. Perhaps people are tired of
hollow promises and antics of politicians who take voters for granted. The paradigm
of two India’s is visible in voting pattern also, though there is nothing wrong in high
voter turnout in rural areas, and more so on lower-income rural poor. But the dis-
connect between city middle-classes and elections is still a trend which must be
checked as it would mean caring for one at the cost of another.

Digital Education
for Digital India

“Technology will not replace great teachers but technology in the hands of

the great teachers can be transformational” —

echnology is one of
the keywords of our
world, yet it is also one
of the most confused
forms of elite and sys-
tematic knowledge. The usage of
this term has changed immense-
ly since the 20th century, and
with time it has continued to
evolve, thereby helping in
improving not only the produc-
tivity of business enterprises
and individuals but has also
played an important role in
developing human civilization.

There is no denying the fact
that technology has brought a
revolution in many operational
fields - be it gadgets or faster
modes of communication or
even the education sector. The
outbreak of COVID-19 pan-
demic has resulted in tremen-
dous change in the traditional
educational system, wherein the
concept of online classes and
usage of laptops has replaced the
traditional way of teaching in
classrooms and through books.
Digital education in India which
was the sole source of learning for
students in the country during
the pandemic. Today, with the
click of a button, students have
immediate access and privilege to
quality information available
worldwide. They can gain prac-
tical and technical knowledge.
Innovative audio-video features
can enhance their cognitive level,
the study materials can be down-
loaded and saved for future ref-
erence. Teachers too can coordi-
nate with students through elec-
tronic (e) classrooms and impart
knowledge and share their ideas
and resources and utilise the
resources available on the inter-
net for their various project
work, research, etc.

It is often said, technology will
become the wings that will allow
the educational world to fly far-
ther and faster than ever
before.Online learning has
changed our perception of educa-
tion, making the education sector
improve over time and adding to
the comfort factor in our lives. The
Government of India has
announced several initiatives as
part of its education campaign
with the aim of benefitting the stu-
dents belonging to different stra-
ta of society. The Ministry of

Human Resource
Development (MHRD) initiat-
ed DIKSHA- Digital
Infrastructure for Knowledge
Sharing as part of PM eVidya,
under the Atma Nirbhar
Bharat programme which is
the “One Nation; One digital
platform” aiming to bring
together the efforts of online,
digital and on-air educational
modes towards education. Itis
a national platform for schools
across India, containing
quizzes and courses for teach-
ers and students. Similarly,
many other technology-based
initiatives such as Vidyadaan,
SWAYAM, e Pathshala,
Shiksha Vani and many more

INDIA PLAYS A
SIGNIFICANT
ROLE IN THE

under this platform have
brought a sea change in the GLOBAL
lives of the people of the nation. EDUCATION

These initiatives by the

government arfe t}(lie powerfui INDUSTRY AND IN
repository of educationa
resources that can be accessed THE COMING
by students, teachers, YEARS IS
researchers and parents any-
time as per their convenience. EX P E CTE D TO

The best part about these por-
tals is that they are user friend-
ly and are available in different
languages - English, Hindi,
Urdu and Sanskrit making
them powerhouse of knowl-
edge which is useful on pan
India basis as people speaking
different languages can make
use of them and improve their
learnings and capabilities to
become informed and better
human beings. The users can

BECOME ONE OF
THE LARGEST
GLOBAL TALENT
PROVIDERS

George Couros

download the relevant educa-
tional material from these por-
tals/ platforms and use them
later as per their convenience.
Broadcasting through radio
also helps students living in
remote areas to access knowl-
edge. DTH channel with sign
languages - DAISY is also
available for hearing impaired
students. These latest techno-
logical advancements in the
field of education have put
India on a high pedestal.
India plays a significant
role in the global education
industry and in the coming
years is expected to become
one of the largest global tal-
ent providers. However, the
need of the hour is to ensure
that our students get a high-
quality education coupled
with hands-on practical expe-
rience. Our curriculums need
to be skill-focused, more per-
sonalised and up to date.
Digital agility through
digital education is the need of
the hour. For digital education
to be successful, the teachers
should be imparted sufficient
and efficient training so that
they become comfortable in
these new age modes of edu-
cation. This, along with well-
equipped infrastructure and
internet connections should
be made available in the
remotest areas of the country
to derive true benefits of this
mode of education. Electronic
gadgets and technology at
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CONTROVERSY OVER GOLLEGIUM

Sir — The English language print media,
through its editorials and write-ups, is sup-
porting the dictatorial attitude of the
Supreme Court of India over Collegium and
cursing the Union Govt. on the logical dis-
sent on the appointment of judges in the
higher judiciary. Anyone who claims to be
transparent and righteous must respect the
people who think otherwise about the atti-
tude of the SC judges. The virtues of any-
one or the institution must follow the scruti-
ny of the people affected by it, not at all by
self-righteous claims.

The support to the SC judges by the
large section of the media seems because
of their hate towards the present Union
Govt and the political party heading the
state. But we must remember the SC
judges too like other individuals are not
supernatural human beings. Rather the
judges entering through the corrupt col-
legium are most likely not because of their
talent but due to the favour granted by
the collegium. No institution should be
free from criticism and responsibility.
Supreme Court judges are enjoying ulti-
mate power without responsibility. The
present setup of the SC is not only harm-
ful to justice in Bharat but is also mak-
ing governance difficult at every step.

Dr. Jai Prakash Gupta | Ambala

RAGGING IN MEDICAL COLLEGES
Sir — Ragging in (life-saving, construc-
tive) Medical colleges (of India) sounds
contradictory and inhuman. Tomorrow's
medical doctors should practice saving
lives, not harming lives by ragging. All
people of the modern era know that rag-
ging is jungle law-oriented domination,
sadism, and devilish nature. Parents of
poor and middle-class families toil hard
to send money to their children to pay
expensive medical or college fees and hos-
tel fees. Incidents of hurting and troubling
others, money snatching,sound horrible,
uncivilized, and surprising. Any form of
ragging should be immediately stopped.
To help the helpless (juniors or any-
one), the administration must urgently
place extra helpers in any hostel or college

E EDITOR

Iran bﬂWS to women power

ran finally has scrapped its morality police after

more than three months of protests triggered

by the arrest of Mahsa Amini for allegedly vio-
lating the country’s female dress code. Women
who have been over the past couple of months
led the most powerful and sustained street protests
since the Islamic revolution of 1978-79. In Iran,
over the years the strictness of mandatory rules
on women’s dress code has been enforced and
for these strict rules the people, mostly women,
were suffering. The protests in Iran have been led
by women and young people demanding the end

where ragging incidents are rising. In med-
ical or other fields, ragging must be nulli-
fied immediately with innovative, friend-
ly, and compassionate steps. If you punish
raggers they will turn more vengeful and
devilish. Educating students that only
welcome parties, helping nature, happy
development management, joyful success
solutions, enjoy life constructively are the
civilized and suitable (Panchatantra) to
humans of any era. Please focus on gain-
ing expertise in the medical field to help
humanity. Not harm humanity.

Nivriti Sreelekha PS | Secunderabad

INDIAN TEAM DISAPPOINTS AGAIN

Sir — Team India's track record in recent
times is going for a toss as we could not
finish off the opposition clinically as we
lack the killer instinct in such competi-
tive games. Winning is a habit and we
lacked the will to win close games. Indian
cricket has died a thousand deaths at
Mirpur as we allowed the last two too long
and thus lost the initiative. We did not
have a single bowler who could take just
one wicket. When we form a team we can

of clerical rule and social freedom, in which pro-
testers chanted women’s life, freedom made to
tear off their Hijabs, burn them in street bonfires,
and cut their hair in a symbolic act of defiance.
This has created the first major confession
to authoritarian clerical rule to scrap the morali-
ty police and made the Iranian government declare
that Hijab is a matter of personal choice. The
women in Iran were not against the wearing of
Hijab but were against the brutalities of the Morality
police.300 people were killed in protests, 14000
people were arrested and even 30 security forces
were killed. Four people have been sentenced to
death on the charge of enmity against God in con-
nection with the recent anti-government protests
in Iran.Kudos to the extraordinary courage of
Iranian young people especially women who have
been leading their protests and made the Iranian
government bow down.
Zakir Hussain | Kazipet

witness the likes and dislikes of the cap-
tain and the coach thereby missing out on
a balanced team for all formats of the
game. The entire team including the coach
and also the captain should be sacked and
the team should be rebuilt from scratch.
High time we stop resting on our lau-
rels and ICC rankings. It is just the mag-
ical figures that count for Indian selec-
tors and we come straight to assess our
team from IPL performances. The team
is unsettled. Chopping and choosing the
team combination is causing a lot of
uncertainties in the team and bowling
looks so weak and unsure. Batting is just
good in patches and neither the experi-
enced nor the new players are contribut-
ing to the score. Even in the past, we
depended more on all-rounders to repair
the damages and the trend continues.
Playing a positive game of cricket and an
aim to win matches can prove to be a

tonic for this ill-fated Indian Team.
CK Subramaniam | Mumbai

Send your feedback to;
letterstopioneer@gmail.com

SAKSHI SETHI

affordable cost should be
made available for the weak-
er sections of the society,
making digital learning cost-
effective and giving equal
opportunities to everyone.
Through this mode, learning
can be made more interactive
and engaging between the
learner and the teacher. Digital
education will immensely help
in addressing India’s vast cul-
tural and language diversity.
India is favourably placed
to reap the benefits of digital-
isation of education that can
change ‘how and what' we
learn and will certainly help in
bridging the gap in interaction
between the teacher and the
student in near future.
However, to be useful, digital
education should complement
the traditional mode of phys-
ical education and should not
be at its cost. The benefits of
physical education can't be
undermined as personal touch
and interaction also play a
great role in the children’s
development. Both these
modes should supplement
each other. Only then will the
country be able to reap the
true benefits of Digital educa-
tion by dramatically improv-
ing the learning capacity of the
students and leading India to
the path of glory.
(The author is a teacher
at a reputed school in Delhi.
The views expressed are
personal)
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The All-Party meet rer
on India’s G-20
Presidency was a "
productive one.
This Presidency - /
belongs to the entire —~
nation and will give us the opportu-
nity to showcase our culture.
Prime Minister
— Narendra Modi

In order to solve

‘A our world’s sanita-
2 tion crisis, we need

smarter toilets that

don’t rely on

sewage systems

and prevent the spread of dis-

eases.

Microsoft founder

— Bill Gates

They (parents) did-
n’'t want me to join
the film industry.
They said it is a
very harsh profes-
sion, we don’t want
you there. So | said | don’t think |
have a choice (but to do movies)
because | really love it.

Actor
— Aamir Khan
When it comes to
. | Rishabh (Pant), I'm
| not very aware, to
be honest. | just
found out in the
dressing room that
he was being
released, | don’t know what the
reasons are.
Vice captain
— KL Rahul
It is not appropriate
for them to come
when there is such
a situation between
the two states. We
have already sent
the message not to come.
Karnataka Chief Minister
— Basavaraj Bommai
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EMOTIONS SPOIL LIFE
GOAL; AIM SENSIBLY

Lord Krishna counsels a realistic and
sensible approach

e &

AJIT KUMAR BISHNOI
Lord Krishna guides in the Bhagavad-Geeta, when He states,

“In the bonafide Sankhya philosophy, these five causes have

been stated for success in all actions.” (18.13) These are, “The
place of action, the doer, many different kinds of instruments, many
different efforts and the providence.” (18.14) The Lord states fur-
ther, “Whatever action is begun by a man by body, speech and mind,
these five are the causes of them.” (18.15) Lord Krishna summaris-
es, “This being the case, still, who on account of immature intelli-
gence thinks himself as the only doer, he is foolish; he does not
understand.” (18.16)

Are we being foolish? Are we aiming too big or too small? Are
we being realistic and sensible in setting our goals? Let us see if
we are. There should be a fair assessment of the following. What
are our abilities? Connected with this is our potential. An example
will help us understand. Suppose there is a girl. Unfortunately, she
is not pretty. On top of it she has tendency of becoming obese. Should
she plan to enter the glamour world? No, she must focus on some-
thing to do with intelligence, if she is sharp in studies. Next come
resources. What is available to us? Suppose there is a boy from a
poor family, focus on getting a good job to begin his professional
life. On the other hand, a boy from a rich family can plan to become
a businessman. He should study and specialise in management from
the best institutions.

The third criterion must be circumstances and opportunities avail-
able. A boy born to a yogi couple can think of becoming a yogi him-
self, blessed as he is. He has a tremendous start for making good
spiritual progress in the present life. The fourth yardstick must be
‘yukta cheshta’ (appropriate efforts), as instructed by Lord Krishna
in verse #6.17. Too much is counterproductive like a student appear-
ing for an important exam studying all night. Too little is sick because
all of us are expected to help ourselves as much as possible.

What does the Bhagavad-Geeta teach us in this connection? What
did Lord Krishna promise Arjuna? In verse #2.37, He told Arjuna
that if victorious he will enjoy the earth and if slain will achieve heav-
en. God did not even mention liberation because Arjuna was not an
advanced devotee; he was just thinking of getting started, as he
expressed in the verse #6.38. Lord clarified that a yogi, which Arjuna
was not, achieves perfection due to practice of many births. (6.45)
The creation works on the karmaphala principle, and mostly what
we bring from our previous births come to fruition in the present life.
Therefore, it is futile to imagine that we can achieve almost anything
by our present efforts. This is not the way the creation works. For
the present life, He counsels a realistic and sensible approach, when
He states, “Be satisfied with any benefit, which comes of its own
accord due to acts done earlier.” (4.22)

If we continue to harbour unrealistic desires, we will only get frus-
trated and waste a valuable human life. This is a materialistic way
of thinking, in which God and His rules are ignored. One violates the
‘maryada’ (limit) of thinking and goes very far from reality. Lord Krishna
has clearly warned that we have right in action, not ever in prede-
termining fruits. (2.47) ‘Ahankar’ (ego) prompts it and should be
shunned. We will be well served.

(The author is a spiritual teacher)
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Amrit Mahotsav: Saga

to tell untold stories

Yesterday was the death anniversary of Ambedkar, which gave us the
opportunity to remember the unsung heroes of India

he dawn of the historic 76th :
Independence Day has marked :
the beginning of the era of:
‘Amrit Kaal The valorous saga of :
struggle against the British Raj
and subsequently earned freedom is the :
outcome of the immeasurable sacrifices of
unsung heroes.

Amrit Mahotsav is celebrated to mark :
the 75th Birthday of the sage in mytholo-
gy. Prime Minister Narendra Modi has con-
ceptualized ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’ by :
drawing a similar parallel to Independent :
India’s 75th year journey. The ever-increas- :
ing public participation in Amrit Mahotsav :
events further pushes for the amalgamation :
of everything that aids in strengthening the :
political, social, and economic uplift of a :
value-driven India.

After the birth of Independent India, :
the pages of history remained knowingly :
and unknowingly skewed to celebrate spe- :
cific Ideas and ideals that have shaped the :
India we breathe in today. The political aspi- :
ration and increasing groves of nepotism :
had hugely hampered the cause for credit- :
ing recognition to builders of the Nation.
This opaque idealism towards their contri-
bution might have been addressed in the :
short-term agenda of the then decision :
makers, but it became a sentimental hurt :
for many for a long time. §

One such tallest nation builder, Dr:
Bhimrao Ambedkar, had a similar fate as :
the subsequent regimes didn't heed the:
wholesomeness of Ambedkar’s deed and the :
subsequent psychological undercurrent
among his well-wishers and followers. It is :
a crystal clear fact that it took 34 years to
posthumously award him Bharat Ratna, :
similar is the fate of the installation of his :
portrait in the Central Hall, a place where :
he drafted the Constitution of India. The :
echo of Ambedkar in the Central Hall was :
an echo of social, political and economic :
justice for newly budding independent :
India. The journey for installing a life-size :
portrait in Parliament’s Central Hall is very :
heartening commentary for every fellow :
Ambedkarite.

A brief account of the record tells a grim :
picture of the happenings. As Dr Ambedkar :
breathed last on December 6, 1956, then
onwards demand for installation for the :
Central Hall portrait was raised by his fol- :
lowers.

Despite the need, Jawaharlal Nehru
rejected the demand for Dr. Ambedkar’s :
portraits, and Moti Lal Nehru’s portrait was
installed on 30 March 1957. JL Nehru’s :
intentions and deep-rooted superiority :
complex visibly come out in his remark :
dated July 23, 1957 on the portrait demand :
of Prantiya Jatav Sabha, Gwalior, wherein :
he says: “So far as Dr Ambedkar’s portrait :
is concerned, I would have no objection to :
its being put up in the library or somewhere :
else provided it is relatively small or other-
wise good” :

Later, the same demand was declined :
again by the then Jawaharlal Nehru Portrait :

| HAVEN'T READ THE CONSTITUTION, BUT, FROM WHAT
I’VE BEEN TOLD, MOST OF IT IS A WASTE OF PAPER,

— FORMER US PRESIDENT

AMROHAWI AND
DONATED BY ‘THE:
BR AMBEDKAR:
VICHAR MANCH’,:
WAS UNVEILED

BY PRIME: o

MINISTER VP
SINGH ON APRIL:

. CENTENARY YEAR:
- CELEBRATION OF

ARJUN RAM MEGHWAL

i Parliamentary Committee on
i August 26, 1965, citing the unavail-
 ability of vacant panels in the cen-
itral Hall. Ironically, the same
: unavailability turned to availability
i on May 5, 1966, when the Central
: Hall witnessed Pt Jawaharlal Nehru’s
: portrait.

THE LIFE-SIZE
PORTRAIT, MADE

‘of Dr Ambedkar. This eager

BY ARTIST ZEBA:

It was time when the nation was
marking the 75th birth anniversary

demand for a central hall portrait
: was pacified by issuing a mere 15th
paisa commemorative stamp. This
¢ indifferent attitude of the Congress
: government's insensitivity towards
the aspiration of Dr Ambedkar’s fol-
owers further intensified their
demand
Diluting from the core idea, Dr
i Ambedkar’s bronze statue, received
‘from Dr Baba Saheb Memorial
mmittee, was installed at Iron
Gate No. 3 on 2nd April 1967. The
i Then Prime Minister Smt. Indira
: Gandhi did not attend the statue

1 2 1 990 AS PART unvelhng ceremony.
OF THE:

Meanwhile, on November 19,
1987, the portrait of Indira Gandhi
i was installed in the Central Hall. At
: this stage, the demand for duly rec-
ogmzlng Baba Saheb’s portrait gets

further impetus, and more and

by choice. It is ironic to learn that
the installed portrait of Dr
Amebdkar was withdrawn by suc-
cumbing to the ill-will agenda of
congress leaders.

The portrait was removed from
the Central Hall and found its new
home in the Parliament museum
along with other freedom fighters.
This whole episode made a severe
dent in the feelings of fans and fol-
lowers of Baba Saheb. Many ambed-
kariate associations and Dalit MPs
protested against this unruly gesture
of the congress government. Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, a reasoned voice of
opposition, was a keen observant
figure of the whole portrait dynam-
ics.

The widely held precedent that
the Central Hall portrait can be dis-
played only for the person whose
portrait/statue/ bust not already
installed in Parliament estate was
contravened for the Nehru family by
subsequent congress regimes. It
was ironic that despite these excep-
tions, the same precedent was
argued during the consideration and
delaying of Ambedkar’s Central
Hall portrait.

The awakened conscience of the
followers of Dr. Ambedkar

AMBEDKAR’ S more Dalit MPs call the attention of ~ remained fully intact to check the

BIRTH.
ANNIVERSARY'

(The author is Minister
of State for Culture &
Parliamentary Affairs,
and Lok Sabha MP from
Bikaner)

i Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi to
:confer him Bharat Ratna and
Central Hall portrait. Under this
i pressure, the Rajiv Gandhi-led gov-

: ernment consented to the portrait
i installation, and then Lok Sabha
: Speaker Balram Jakhar installed the
: central Hall portrait on August 9,
1989, which the B.R. Ambedkar
i Vichar Manch donated. These
: dynamics made it clear that this step
i resulted from compulsion and not

long-drawn insensitivity of the con-
gress-led dispensation. It was in
1989 that VP Singh's government,
externally supported by BJP, came
to power, and Atal Bihari Vajpayee
proposed to address this long pend-
ing grievance. A genuinely justified
decision showed a path of light to
the dark-ridden aspirations of fel-
low Ambedkarite, with the return
of Dr Ambedkar's Portrait in the
Central Hall.

POINTCOUNTERPOINT

QUITE FRANKLY.

DONALD TRUMP

— TWITTER CHIEF
ELON MUSK

The life-size portrait, made by
artist Zeba Amrohawi and donated
by ‘The BR Ambedkar Vichar
Manch, was unveiled by prime
minister VP Singh on April 12,
1990, as part of the centenary year
celebration of Ambedkar’s birth
anniversary.

Notably, the earlier regimes’
exhibited biases and insensitivities
in recognizing the founding father’s
significant contribution compelled
us to reflect on the time scale for
much-needed course correction. It
carries a mammoth task to unearth
the harsh realities as an outcome of
indifference to the aspirations of a
downtrodden section of society. The
phenomenon of duly recognizing
effort and sacrifices is a gesture that
presents a better understanding of
our past and adds dimensions to
rational reasoning for bringing out
the best in the future generation.

The ongoing Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav’ is a righteous initiative of
the Modi Government to express
our sincere gratitude to the noble
souls and all stakeholders whose
unaccounted and undivided efforts
are fulfilling the aspiration of the
masses, enabling them to realize
their full potential. It is a journey of
building a value-driven India for
nurturing upcoming generations.
This festive occasion has brought up
the spirit of independence alive
again on a massive scale. Today on
the death anniversary of Baba
Saheb, let’s seize the opportunity by
crediting due recognition to the
unsung heroes of India by bringing
out their hitherto untold stories.
Let the spirit of ‘Amrit Mahotsav’
take everyone to scale new heights
for the Nation.

THE CONSTITUTION IS GREATER THAN ANY PRESIDENT.

How to check cheque bounce?r Don’t 1ssue cheques

With the advancement of technology of digital transfer, there is no reason to accept cheque as a payment instrument at all

s there is a large num-
Aber of pending cases

relating to cheque
bounces in Maharashtra,
Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat,
and Rajasthan, the Supreme
Court in May 22 has direct-
ed to constitute special courts
in these states with retired
judges.

Before the introduction of
Section 138 of Negotiable
Instruments Act in 1989,
bouncing of cheque for want
of funds was not straightaway
a criminal offence. It was
considered only as a civil
dispute. There was a
possibility to invoke Section
420 of Indian Penal Code to
treat the cheque bounce as
cheating. But in such cases,
the beneficiary of the cheque

S KALYANASUNDARAM

cheat him. But after introduc-
tion of Section 138 of NI Act,
if the cheque has been issued
for clearance of liability and
if the cheque is returned for
insufficient balance in the
account, it becomes a
criminal offence. Of course,
there are procedural aspects
as to the need to give notice
to pay, etc. This was made
to enhance the acceptability
of cheques in the country.

Now it is reported that
many suggestions were made
at a high-level meetin
recently called by the
Government to deal with the
high incidence of cheque
bounce cases and the govern-
ment is contemplating to
introduce some of the sugges-
tions.

had to prove the intention of
the issuer of the cheque to

(The author is a retired
banker)

One suggestion is to dip
into other accounts of a

cheque issuer in case of insuf-
ficient balance in one account
which results in return of
cheque. It is strange that the
suggestion has been made
without understanding the
legal relationship between a
banker and a customer. Banks
open and operate accounts
for customers as per the con-
tract between the bank and
the customer and it is subject
to various provisions of
Indian Contract Act.

Bankers cannot be made
a party in the dispute between
the drawer and payee of a
cheque. The banker is there to
execute the order of the draw-
er as the contract is between
the banker and its customer.
Making the banker help the
beneficiary of a cheque will be
patently illegal.

Banks can debit a cus-

tomer’s account only as per
mandate and not otherwise.
There is Section 31 of NI Act
which states as follows:
Liability of drawee of cheque
— The drawee of a cheque
having sufficient funds of
the drawer in his hands prop-
erly applicable to the payment
of such cheque must pay the
cheque when duly required so
to do, and, in default of such
payment, must compensate
the drawer for any loss or
damage caused by such
default.

The Government is look-
ing at another suggestion
that is to prohibit opening of
new accounts to offenders of
cheque bounce cases. It is
possible to implement this
suggestion just with an
administrative order from
Reserve Bank of India. But

the judiciary may look into
such direction as discrimina-
tion as until an offence is
proved and the person is
convicted.

The issuer of the cheque
bounce case cannot be con-
sidered as a person who has
committed the offence until
convicted by the court.

Yet another suggestion is
to treat the cheque bounce
similar to loan default and to
inform credit information
companies for necessary
downgrade of score.

Industry body PHDCCI
has suggested to the Finance
Ministry to take measures like
compulsory suspension of
bank withdrawals for a few
days to make cheque issuers
accountable for their action in
cheque bounce cases. Again
patently it is illegal to stop

operation in bank accounts
for such a reason. Operations
in bank accounts can be
stopped only when there is a
court order like Garnishee
order, or where there is
attachment order from
Income Tax department,
etc. Or there can be a banker's
general lien over the
balance.

The industry body has
also suggested enacting a law
that from the date of dishon-
ouring of cheque, the dispute
between the two parties must
be settled within 90 days
through mediation. Enacting
such a law may be easier. But
how to implement the time
line? Even in mediation there
is scope to drag the case
endlessly.

The best way to check
cheque bounce cases is to

reduce the incidence of issue
of cheque. With the advance-
ment of technology of digital
funds transfer, there is no
reason to accept cheque as a
payment instrument at all.
We may even remove the
penal provision under
Section 138. This penal
provision was introduced
when online transfers were
not possible.

Now there is no necessi-
ty to continue the same and
to provide an avenue for a
number of criminal cases. If
someone is still accepting a
cheque as a medium for
payment, it should be
their funeral. Let them
understand the risk and let
them take that risk. Let them
not be allowed to strain
the already overburdened
judiciary.
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Russian airfield hit day after
drone strikes on hases

AP W KYIV

fire that broke out at an

airport in Russia's south-
ern Kursk region that borders
Ukraine was the result of a
drone attack, the regional gov-
ernor said Tuesday, a day after
Moscow blamed Kyiv for drone
strikes on two air bases deep
inside Russia and launched a
new wave of missile strikes on
Ukrainian territory.

Kursk Governor Roman
Starovoy said in a Telegram
post that the drone attack
ignited an oil reservoir in the
area of Kursk airport and the
blaze was being contained by
crews at the scene.

Ukrainian officials have
not formally confirmed carry-
ing out the drone attacks,
maintaining their apparent
policy of deliberate ambiguity
as they have done in the past
when it comes to high-profile
attacks on Russian targets.

Presidential adviser
Mikhail Podolyak taunted
Moscow in comments on
Twitter.

"If something is launched
into other countries' airspace,
sooner or later unknown fly-
ing objects will return to the
point of departure,” Podolyak
wrote. "The earth is round."

The unprecedented attacks
in Russia - more than 500 km
(300 miles) from the border
with Ukraine - threatened a

major escalation of the nine-
month war. One of the airfields
houses bombers capable of
carrying nuclear weapons.

The attacks also exposed
the vulnerability of some of
Russia's most strategic military
sites, raising questions about
the effectiveness of their air
defences.

Russia's Defence Ministry
said three Russian servicemen
were killed and four others
wounded by debris, and that
two aircraft were slightly dam-
aged.

The ministry didn't say
where the drones had origi-
nated. But Russian military
bloggers said they likely were
launched by Ukrainian scouts,
and argued that the strikes had
inflicted serious reputational
damage on Moscow.

The attacks on the Engels
base in the Saratov region on
the Volga River and the
Dyagilevo base in the Ryazan
region in western Russia were
part of Ukraine's efforts to cur-
tail Russia's long-range bomber
force, the ministry said.

The Engels base hosts Tu-
95 and Tu-160 nuclear-capable
strategic bombers that have
been involved in strikes on
Ukraine. Dyagilevo houses
tanker aircraft used for mid-air
refuelling.

In a daily intelligence
update on the war in Ukraine,
Britain's Defence Ministry said

Russia was likely to consider
the base attacks as "some of the
most strategically significant
failures of force protection
since its invasion of Ukraine".

It said the bombers would
likely be dispersed to other air-
fields.

Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov said that
Russian authorities will "take
the necessary measures" to
enhance protection of key
facilities in view of the latest
Ukrainian attacks.

Speaking in a conference
call with reporters Tuesday,
Peskov said "the Ukrainian
regime's course for continua-
tion of such terror attacks
poses a threat."

Peskov reaffirmed that
Russia sees no prospects for
peace talks now, adding that
“"the Russian Federation must
achieve its stated goals."

Ve

Russia, meanwhile, main-
tained intense attacks on
Ukrainian territory, shelling
towns overnight near the
Zaporizhzhia nuclear power
plant that left more than 9,000
homes without running water,
local Ukrainian officials said.

The towns lie across the
Dnieper river from the nuclear
plant, which was seized by
Russian forces in the early
stages of the war. Russia and
Ukraine have for months
accused each other of shelling
at and around the plant.

The head of Ukraine's
northern Sumy region, which
borders Russia, said that
Moscow launched over 80 mis-
sile and heavy artillery attacks
on its territory. Governor
Dmytro Zhyvytsky said the
strikes damaged a monastery
near the border town of
Shalyhyne.
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EU, Western Balkans to boost

partnership amid Ukraine war
EU - Western Balkan

AP W TIRANA (ALBANIA)

U leaders and their

Western Balkan counter-
parts gathered Tuesday for
talks aimed at boosting their
partnership as Russia's war in
Ukraine threatens to reshape
the geopolitical balance in the
region.

The EU wants to use the
one-day summit in Albania's
capital to tell leaders from
Albania, Bosnia, Kosovo,
Montenegro, North
Macedonia and Serbia that
they have futures within the
wealthy economic bloc and
give them concrete signs,
rather than just promises, that
they will join one day.

Since Russia invaded
Ukraine in February, the EU's
top diplomat, Josep Borrell,
has been repeating that step-
ping up the bloc's engage-
ment with the six nations is
more crucial than ever to
maintaining Europe's security.

As Europe's relationship
with Russia deteriorates fur-
ther because of the war, ten-
sions have also mounted in the
Balkans and the EU wants to
avoid other flashpoints close to
its borders.

"In the Western Balkans,
several crises are looming,
and partners feel the immedi-
ate damaging impact of
Russia's aggression against
Ukraine," Borrell said last

month. "The shockwaves of
this war are hitting the
Western Balkans. To counter
that, we are stepping up our
engagement as the Western
Balkans remain our geostrate-
gic priority - the closest and
most important geostrategic
priority."

According to a draft of the
declaration to be adopted at
ithe summit, the EU will
repeat "its full and unequivo-
cal commitment to the
European Union membership
perspective of the Western
Balkans" and call for an accel-
eration of accession talks with
the incumbents.

In return, the EU expects
full solidarity from its Western
Balkans partners and wants
them fully aligned with its for-
eign policies.

That particular point has
been problematic with Serbia,
whose president, Aleksandar
Vucic, claims he wants to take
Serbia into the European
Union but has cultivated ties
with Russia.

Although Serbia's repre-
sentatives voted in favor of
various U.N. Resolutions con-
demning Russia's invasion of
Ukraine, Vucic has refused to
explicitly condemn Moscow.
His country has not joined
Western sanctions against
Russia over the war.

Although the progress of
the six nations toward EU

membership had stalled
recently, there has been some
progress over the past few
months.

This summer, the EU start-
ed membership negotiations
with Albania and North
Macedonia following years of
delays. And Bosnia moved a
small step closer on its path to
joining the powerful economic
bloc when the commission
advised member countries in
October to grant it candidate sta-
tus despite continuing criticism
of the way the nation is run.

Kosovo has only started
the first step, with the signing
of a Stabilization and
Association Agreement. It said
it would apply for candidate
status later this month.

Among the concrete mea-
sures to be adopted in Tirana,

a deal involving telecommu-
nications operators that will
bring down data roaming
charges will be announced.
Discussions will also focus on
the negative effects for energy
and food security from
Russia's war in Ukraine.
European Commission
President Ursula von der
Leyen has already announced
financial support to help coun-
tries in the Western Balkans
cope with shortages and high-
er prices.

The EU last admitted a
new member - Croatia, which
is also part of the Balkans - in
2013. Before that, Bulgaria
and Romania joined in 2007.
With the withdrawal of the
United Kingdom in 2021, the
EU now has 27 member
nations.

L atvia revokes licence of
iIndependent Russian TV channel

AP M TALLINN

Latvia has revoked the license
of an independent Russian
TV channel exiled in the Baltic
country for, among other
things, voicing support for the
Russian military and including
Crimea in its map of Russia,
media authorities said on
Tuesday.

The decision by the Latvian
National Electronic Mass
Media Council was based on
number of recent violations by
TV Rain and the license was
revoked on the grounds of a
threat to national security and
public order.

The region's main news
agency, Baltic News Service,
said the decision will take
effect on Thursday when not
only TV Rain's broadcasts but
also its programs on YouTube
will be blocked in Latvia.

TV Rain was earlier fined
by the Latvian media watchdog
for failing to ensure proper
translation of its broadcasts into
Latvian, the Baltic country's
only official language.

On Friday, Latvia's state
security service started a probe
into statements made by TV
Rain on suspicion that it was
supporting Russia and its mil-
itary currently waging a war in
Ukraine.

Latvia's decision was trig-
gered by a TV Rain programme
in which the anchor invited
Russian soldiers and their fam-
ilies watching it to share their
stories with the channel and
promised to offer help.

The host offered an apol-
ogy, saying he wasn't promis-
ing material assistance to
Russian troops on the front line
in Ukraine, but the channel
quickly fired him and apolo-
gised.

The incident came on top
of earlier tensions with the
Latvian authorities, who issued
a reprimand over the channel
depicting the Moscow-annexed
Crimea as part of Russia on
maps and referring to the
Russian military as "our army."

TV Rain owner Natalya
Sindeyeva said in an interview
that she hasn't decided on the
next steps yet.

"I wasn't prepared for that,
I was sure they wouldn't do
that," Sindeyeva told Meduza,
an independent Russian news
outlet also based in Latvia.

The Latvian media watch-
dog's ruling can be appealed.

Since its creation in 2010,
TV Rain has been the most vis-
ible independent TV station in
Russia, criticising the Kremlin's
policies, offering airtime to
government critics and exten-
sively covering opposition
protests.

It has faced continuous
official intimidation and pres-
sure from the Russian author-
ities in the past.

In August 2021, it was
branded a "foreign agent," a
label that implied closer gov-
ernment scrutiny and carried a
strong pejorative connotation
that could discourage potential
viewers.

First delivery of South
Korean heavy weapons
comes to Poland

AP H GDYINA

Polish President Andrzej
Duda and the country's
defense minister on Tuesday
took delivery of a first shipment
of tanks and howitzers from
South Korea, hailing the swift
implementation of a deal
signed in the summer in the
face of the war in neighboring
Ukraine.

Duda and Mariusz
Blaszczak were in the Polish
Navy port of Gdynia, on the
Baltic coast, to mark the arrival
by sea of the first 10 Black
Panther K2 tanks, along with
24 Thunder K9 howitzers, from
a $5.8 billion deal with Seoul.

They stressed that South
Korea responded quickly to the
need by Poland, a European
Union nation, to urgently
increase its deterrence and
defense potential as Russia is
fighting a war in Ukraine, just
across Poland's eastern border.

Korean government and
defense industry officials were
also present.

"This is the future, this is
the real strengthening of
Poland's security," Duda said,

standing before the tanks and
the howitzers.

"In order to stop aggres-
sion, to stop the enemy, it is
necessary for the army to have
this modern equipment,” he
added.More deliveries are
planned through 2025.

Poland is purchasing hun-
dreds of K2 Black Panther
tanks made by Hyundai Rotem
and of K9 Thunder howitzers
made by Hanhwa Defense.
The deal includes training,
logistics and ammunition.

The conservative govern-
ment in Warsaw is also buying
Korean FA-50 fighter jets, a
light training and combat air-
craft made jointly by Korea
Aerospace and Lockheed
Martin, for some USD 3 billion.

Poland is also seeking a
technology transfer so it can
launch production domesti-
cally.

Hungary vetoes EU Ukraine aid,
deepening rift with Brussels

oo

AP B BRUSSELS

rift between the European

Union and member state
Hungary deepened Tuesday
when Budapest vetoed an 18-
billion euro ($18.93 billion)
financial aid package to Kyiv,
exacerbating a dispute over the
rule of law in the country and
Prime Minister Viktor Orban's
outlook over Russia's invasion
of Ukraine.

EU finance ministers also
postponed any decision to pun-
ish Hungary by withholding bil-
lions of euros for failing to
implement solid rule-of-law
reforms.

Instead of ensuring unan-
imous support for aid to
Ukraine, Hungary's veto made
sure that the EU's other 26
member states would need
work out a more complicated
technical plan to make sure aid
can keep flowing to Kyiv in the
new year.

"In the end agreement was
found on formulations that
allow a flexible and quick way
to deploy funds to Ukraine
without fundamentally chang-
ing the way the EU manages its
funds. I say agreement, but in
the reality that agreement was
minus one," said Tuomas
Saarenheimo, the chairman of

-

the EU Council Economic and
Financial Committee.

Many nations see Orban's
evasive tactics as a thinly veiled
attempt to blackmail the EU
into releasing billions in regu-
lar funding and pandemic
recovery cash that has been held
up.

The EU's 27 nations have
until Dec. 19 to make a deci-
sion, and EU leaders meet for
a two-day summit next week,
increasing chances that the
issues would still need to be
grappled with at a later date.

EU nations have been
mulling for years now whether
to punish Orban for what he
calls his brand of "illiberal
democracy" but what is seen by
many others as unfit for the

EU's traditional sense of

Western democratic liberalism.

On top of that, Orban has
also angered the bloc's officials
with his repeated criticism of
EU sanctions targeting Russia
for its war in Ukraine.

The EU's executive branch
proposed that the bloc suspend
around 7.5 billion euros ($7.5
billion) in regular funding to
Hungary over concerns about
democratic backsliding and the
possible mismanagement of
EU money. The Commission
also wants to put conditions on
Hungary's pandemic recovery
plan worth 5.8 billion euros and
insists Budapest implement 27
"super milestones" on democ-
ratic reforms to unlock the
funding.

Russia

AP H KYIV

ussia unleashed what

Ukrainian authorities called
the latest "massive missile
attack” across their country,
striking homes and buildings,
killing civilians, and disrupting
electrical power and water sup-
plies in areas - notably in the
Black Sea port city of Odesa.
Ukraine's air force claimed it
shot down more than 60 of the
70 missiles fired.

Hours earlier, explosions
rocked two air bases deep inside
Russia, and the Defense
Ministry in Moscow said it had
shot down two Ukrainian
drones attacking the sites, and
that three Russian servicemen
were killed by falling debris and
four others were wounded.

The attacks at the bases in
the Saratov region on the Volga
River and the Dyagilevo base in
the Ryazan region in western
Russia raised the threat of a dan-
gerous escalation in the war.

Kyiv had not commented
on the explosions at the Russian
bases.

Russian President Vladimir
Putin, meanwhile, drove a car
across a bridge linking his coun-
try to the Crimean Peninsula
following its repair from a truck
bombing in October that had
embarrassed Moscow.

Russia responded to the
bridge attack by firing waves of
missiles at Ukrainian infra-

unleashes missiles but

structure targets in the weeks
that followed, and Monday's
onslaught was just the latest
round of retaliatory strikes.
Russia is seeking to disable
Ukraine's energy supplies and
infrastructure as winter
approaches - part of a new strat-
egy in its nine-month war.

Defiant as ever, Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
praised his military forces and
the technicians who snapped
into action to repair the damage.

"Air defense shot down
most of the missiles," he said in
brief comments on social media.
"Power engineers have already
started to restore electricity.
Our people never give up."

Ukraine's air force said early
indications showed Russian
forces fired 38 cruise missiles
from carriers in the Caspian Sea
and from the southern Russian
region of Rostov. Another 22
Kalibr cruise missiles were fired
from its Black Sea fleet, and
kong-range bombers, fighter
jets and guided missiles were
also involved, it said.

"In total, more than 60
invaders' missiles were shot
down!" the air force said on its
Telegram channel.

Ukraine's  electricity
provider, Ukrenergo, lashed out
at Russia over "the eighth mas-
sive missile attack by a terror-
ist country," saying its facilities
had been hit, triggering black-
outs. It urged residents to stay

in shelters as its crews tried to
repair the damage.

In the capital of Kyiv, scores
of people quickly filled the cen-
tral Zoloti Vorota metro station
after the warnings, and many
checked their phones for
updates. There were no imme-
diate signs of whether the city
or the surrounding region was
hit.

Air raid sirens sounded
across the country. Ukrainian
media reported explosions in
several parts of the country
south of Kyiv, including
Cherkasy, Kryvyi Rih and
Odesa. Officials said water, elec-
tricity and central heating was
cut to many parts of Odesa.

"The enemy is again attack-
ing the territory of Ukraine with
missiles!" Kyrylo Tymoshenko,
the deputy head of the
Ukrainian president's office,
wrote on Telegram.

Tymoshenko said two peo-
ple were killed and three others
injured - including a 22-month-
old child - in the village of
Novosofiyivka in the southern
Zaporizhzhya region.

In neighboring Moldova,
the Interior Ministry said on its
Facebook page that border
patrol officers had found a
rocket in an orchard near the
northern city of Briceni near
Ukraine.

Emergency services, includ-
ing a bomb squad. Were sent to
the scene. Controls in the vicin-

ity have also been tightened, the
ministry said. It was not imme-
diately clear when the rocket
may have landed or who fired
it.

Moldovan Prime Minister
Natalia Gavrilita stopped short
of saying when the missile
might have fallen but cautioned
that "a new wave of missile
attacks is taking place in
Ukraine, which has direct con-
sequences for our country." She
warned that Moldova could
suffer further power outages in
the new Russian strikes.

Russia's Defense Ministry
said the attack on its bases
were part of Ukraine's efforts to
curtail operations of Russia's
long-range bomber force.

The Engels air base in the
Saratov region houses nuclear-
capable bombers and was the
first time since the start of the
conflict that such a facility was
attacked. It's located over 600
kilometers (more than 370
miles) east of the border with
Ukraine.

The Dyagilevo air base,
which houses flight tankers
used to refuel other planes in the
air, is located about 500 kilo-
meters (over 300 miles) north-
east of the Ukrainian border.

The Russian Defense
Ministry said four other ser-
vicemen were injured and two
aircraft were lightly damaged by
the drones' debris.

The ministry didn't say

Ukraine says most shot down

where the drones had flown
from, but Russian military blog-
gers charged that they were like-
ly launched by a group of
Ukrainian scouts.

Local media in the Saratov
region reported the sound of a
powerful explosion near Engels
and some residents said they
woke up to the sound of explo-
sion and some saw a flash of
light.

A video from a surveillance
camera posted on social net-
works showed a huge explosion
lighting up the sky.

Saratov regional Gov.
Roman Busargin said there was
no damage to civilian facilities.

Regional media reported
sounds of a powerful explosion
near the Engels base, and some
residents were quoted as saying
they saw a flash of light coming
from the area.

Asked whether Putin had
been briefed on the Engels base
explosion, Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov said simply the
president was regularly
informed of ongoing develop-
ments.

Putin's drive across the
bridge over the Kerch Strait was
an important sign that Russia
was able to recover from set-
backs and repair the span quick-
ly after the Oct. 8 truck bomb
that severed a key link from
Crimea to the mainland. He also
spoke to workers and discussed
the repairs with a senior gov-

ernment official responsible for
the project.

Putin had inaugurated the
bridge in a highly symbolic
move after the annexation of
Crimea in 2014.

Zelenskyy's office said three
rocket strikes hit his hometown
of Rih Krivyi Rih in south-cen-
tral Ukraine, killing a factory
worker and injuring three oth-
ers. In the northeastern region
of Kharkiv, a person was killed
in strikes by S-300 missiles on
civilian infrastructure in the
town of Kupyansk, it said.

The war that began with
Russia's invasion of Ukraine on
Feb. 24 has displaced millions
from their homes, killed and
injured tens of thousands of
people and shaken the world
economy - notably through the

e =

fallout on the prices and avail-

ability of food, fertilizer and fuel
that are key exports from
Ukraine and Russia.

Western countries Monday
imposed a $60-per-barrel price
cap and a ban on some types of
Russian oil, part of new mea-
sures aimed at stepping up
pressure on Moscow over the
war.

The move has prompted a
rejection from the Kremlin and
also criticism from Zelenskyy -
whose government wants the
cap to be half as high.

Russian Deputy Prime
Minister Alexander Novak, who
is in charge of energy issues,
warned in televised comments
Sunday that Russia won't sell its
oil to countries that try to apply
the price cap.

"We will only sell oil and oil
products to the countries that
will work with us on market
terms, even if we have to reduce
output to some extent," Novak
said hours before the price cap
took effect.

The 27-country European
bloc also imposed an embargo
on Russian oil shipped by sea.

Russia, the world's No. 2 oil
producer, relies on oil and gas
to underpin its economy, which
has already come under sweep-
ing international sanctions over
the war.

In recent weeks, Russia has
been pounding Ukrainian infra-
structure - including power
plants - with military strikes and
keeping an offensive going in
the east, notably in and around
the town of Bakhmut.
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China reiterates ‘no 1st use’

huke

AP M BEIJING

China strictly adheres to its
policy of no first use of
nuclear weapons "at any time
and under any circumstances,"
its Defence Ministry said
Tuesday in a scathing response
to a US report alleging a major
buildup in Beijing's nuclear
capabilities.

The Pentagon last week
released an annual China secu-
rity report that warned Beijing
would likely have 1,500 nuclear
warheads by 2035, and that it
has provided no clarity on how
it plans to use them.

That report "distorts
China's national defence poli-
cy and military strategy, makes
groundless speculation about
China's military development
and grossly interferes in China's
internal affairs on the issue of
Taiwan," ministry spokesperson
Tan Kefei said in a statement.

Tan accused the US of
being the "biggest troublemak-
er and destroyer of world peace
and stability," and repeated that
Beijing has never renounced the
use of force to conquer self-gov-
erning Taiwan, a US ally that
China considers part of its ter-

ritory.

Tan did not directly address
the report's allegations about a
Chinese nuclear buildup, but
blamed the US for raising
nuclear tensions, particularly
with its plan to help Australia
build a fleet of submarines
powered by US nuclear tech-
nology, which the French pres-
ident has described as a “con-
frontation with China."

Australia has said it will not
seek to arm the submarines
with nuclear weapons. Tan also
accused the US of having the
world's largest nuclear arsenal,
although that title is actually
held by Russia, a close Chinese
military, economic and diplo-
matic partner.

As of 2022, Russia possess-
es a total of 5,977 nuclear war-
heads compared to 5,428 in the
US inventory, according to the
Federation of American
Scientists. China currently has
350 nuclear warheads, accord-
ing to the federation.

China has long adhered to
what it calls a purely defensive
national security strategy,
including a claim that it will
never be the first to use nuclear
weapons in a conflict. That

stance has frequently been chal-
lenged at home and abroad,
particularly if it comes to a con-
frontation over Taiwan.

"What needs to be empha-
sized is that China firmly pur-
sues the nuclear strategy of self-
defense and defense, always
adheres to the policy of no first
use of nuclear weapons at any
time and under any circum-
stances, and maintains its
nuclear force at the minimum
level required for national secu-
rity," Tan said in the state-
ment, which was posted on the
ministry's website.

His remarks came days
after US Defence Secretary
Lloyd Austin said the US is at

policy, blasts US report

a pivotal point with China and
will need military strength to
ensure that American values,
not Beijing's, set global norms
in the 21st century.

Austin's speech Saturday at
the Reagan National Defence
Forum capped a week in which
the Pentagon was squarely
focused on China's rise and
what that might mean for
America's position in the world.

China “is the only country
with both the will and, increas-
ingly, the power to reshape its
region and the international
order to suit its authoritarian
preferences,” Austin said. “So let
me be clear: We will not let that

happen”

world

North Korea fires artillery
again over South Korea’s drills

AP W SEOUL

North Korea on Tuesday
fired a barrage of artillery
rounds into waters near rival
South Korea for the second
consecutive day in a tit-for-tat
for ongoing U.S.-South Korea
live-fire drills in an inland bor-
der region.

South Korea's Joint Chiefs
of Staff said it detected North
Korea firing around 90 artillery
rounds from the eastern coastal
town of Kosong around 10 am
and another 10 rounds from the
nearby town of Kumkang
around 6 pm.

It said the shells landed in
the northern side of a maritime
buffer zone the Koreas estab-
lished in 2018 to reduce border
tensions.

The South said it commu-
nicated verbal warnings to
North Korea and urged it to
abide by the military agree-
ment.

The South Korean assess-
ments were slightly different
from details announced by
North Korea's military, which
said it fired 82 shells from
multiple rocket launchers.

An unidentified spokesper-

son of the North Korean
People's Army's General Staff
said the firings were meant as
a warning against “enemy side”
artillery exercises in a region
near the inter-Korean land bor-
der.

The spokesperson said
South Korea was being hypo-
critical in criticising North
Korea for breaching the 2018
agreement, saying the South's
unspecified past actions in vio-
lation of the agreement must be
“calculated first”

“The (Korean People's
Army) seriously warns the
enemy side once again to stop
at once the irritating military
actions in the area close to the
front,” the spokesperson said.
“Our military counteraction
against the continued provoca-
tive actions of the enemies will
be more offensive as the days go
by”

North Korea also on
Monday fired around 130
artillery rounds into waters
inside the maritime buffer
zones with South Korea, while
accusing the South of raising
unnecessary tension in front-
line areas.

The latest North Korean

military action has worsened
animosity between the rivals,
whose relations have sharply
declined amid a prolonged
pause in nuclear negotiations
between Washington and
Pyongyang.

The South Korean army
had earlier issued a public
notice about live-fire exercises
involving multiple rocket
launch systems and howitzers
in two separate testing grounds
in the Cheorwon region this
week.

South Korea's Defence
Ministry on Tuesday confirmed
that the exercises, which began
on Monday and continue
through Wednesday, are part of
combined training with U.S.
Troops.

The ministry said that the
exercises did not run against the
2018 inter-Korean military
agreement, because they are
being conducted outside the
ground buffer zone set within
5 kilometers of the military
demarcation line separating
the Koreas.

“We sternly warn that
North Korea will be solely
responsible for any outcome
produced by the North's uni-
lateral and consistent viola-
tions” of the 2018 agreement,
the ministry said in a statement.

North Korea's military said
it ordered Monday's artillery
fire after detecting dozens of
South Korean projectiles flying
southeast from the Cheorwon
region.

South Korean
lawmakers raise
CONCEMS over
Chinese voters

AP W SEOUL

Members of South Korea's
ruling conservative party
have proposed a bill that would
place tighter restrictions on the
voting rights of foreign perma-
nent residents in local elections,
which they insist is necessary to
protect the country's democra-
cy from being undermined by
Chinese voters.

Critics say the efforts to pass
the bill could exacerbate racism
and hatred toward Chinese
people living in South Korea
and would be a step back in an
increasingly multicultural soci-
ety that needs to embrace immi-
gration to make up for an aging
and shrinking population.

People Power Party law-
maker Kweon Seong-dong, a
close ally of President Yoon Suk
Yeol, said Tuesday it has become
crucial to prevent the voting sys-
tem from being exploited as a
“maneuvering tool” by other
governments.

Chinese Prez Xi to
visit Saudi Arabia to
blunt US influence

PTI W BEIJING

hinese President Xi

Jinping will make a three
day-official visit to Saudi
Arabia starting Wednesday
during which he will attend
the China-Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) meeting.

While there is no official
announcement here about his
visit, Saudi state media
reported on Tuesday that
President Xi will arrive in the
Gulf Kingdom on Wednesday
for a three-day visit to the
world's largest oil producer.

The visit will include a
bilateral summit chaired by
Saudi King Salman and
attended by Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman, the
kingdom's de facto ruler,
according to the Saudi state
media reports.

Xi will also attend a sum-
mit with rulers from the six-
member GCC and talks con-
vening leaders from else-
where in the Middle East, the
report said.

The GCC is a regional,
intergovernmental, political,
and economic union com-
prising Bahrain, Kuwait,
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia,
and the United Arab
Emirates.

Xi's arrival coincides with
heightened tensions between
Saudi Arabia and the US over
issues ranging from energy
policy to regional security
and human rights.

His visit also comes in the
backdrop of assertions by US
President Joe Biden that
Washington will not cede the
Middle East to Beijing.

"We will not walk away
and leave a vacuum to be
filled by China, Russia, or
Iran... The US is not going
anywhere,” Biden told the
assembled Arab leaders when
he visited Riyadh in July.

The US and Saudi Arabia
are still embroiled in a heat-
ed spat over oil production. In
October, OPEC+ slashed out-
put by two million barrels per
day in an effort to “stabilise”
prices. The decision was taken
despite heavy US campaign-
ing against it.

The Chinese president's
visit, which comes as he faces
mounting pressure at home
over opposition to his “zero
Covid” strategy, underscores
China's desire to boost links
in a region that is tradition-
ally seen by Washington as
falling under its sphere of
influence, the Financial Times
reported.

Iran officials sentence
5 to death for killing
Basij officer

AP H CAIRO

Iranian authorities sentenced
five people to death for
allegedly killing an officer affil-
iated with Iran's Islamic
Revolutionary Guard, state
media said Tuesday. Eleven
others received lengthy prison
sentences.

The 13 men and three
minors had been charged with
killing Ruhollah Ajamian, an
official from the Basij, a para-
military volunteer branch of
Iran's elite Revolutionary Guard,
according to the report from
IRNA, Iran's state news agency.

The five sentenced to death
Monday were charged by Iran's
Revolutionary Court, along with

eight others. Three boys were
charged by Iran's Criminal
Court, according to the report.
Iran's judiciary spokesman,
Masoud Setayeshi, who is cited
in the report, provided no evi-
dence to support any of the
accusations.

The alleged killing took
place In Karaj, near Tehran, on
Nov. 12 when the 16 encircled
and attacked Ajamian with
knives and stones, the report
said. IRNA did not disclose the
identities of the 16. It said their
sentences can be appealed.

The sentencings come amid
months of anti-government
demonstrations that have been
violently suppressed by Iran's
security forces.

Taliban allow
high school
graduation exams
for Afghan girls

AP W ISLAMABAD

Afghan girls will be allowed
to take their high school
graduation exams this week, an
official and documents from
the Taliban government indi-
cated Tuesday — even though
they have been banned from
classrooms since the former
insurgents took over the coun-
try last year.

According to two docu-
ments from the Taliban min-
istry of education, obtained by
The Associated Press, the deci-
sion applies to 31 out of
Afghanistan's 34 provinces
where the winter school break
starts in late December.

Nepal polls: Rise of two new parties ends
monopoly of traditional forces in Madhes region

PTI W KATHMANDU

The recently concluded elec-
tion in Nepal has witnessed
two new parties - Janamat
Party and Nagarik Unmukti
Party - entering into Parliament
from the Terai or Madhes
region, ending the monopoly of
the two traditional parties in the
southern plains bordering
India.

In fact, the combined
strength of both the tradition-
al forces of Terai - Janata
Samajwadi Party (JSP) led by

Upendra Mahato and
Lokatantrik Samajwadi Party
(LSP) led by Mahantha Thakur
— has been reduced by 50 per
cent in the just concluded polls.

Five years ago, the two
Terai-based parties had a com-
bined strength of 33 in the
House of Representatives.
However, their combined
strength has been reduced to
just 16 seats, with the emer-
gence of two new political par-
ties in the region.

In the recent election, JSP
has bagged seven seats under

direct voting and it will get five
more seats under proportionate
voting. Similarly, LSP has won
just 4 seats but it would not get
any seat under proportionate
voting as the party failed to get
national recognition.

Political analyst Rajesh
Ahiraj, who closely monitors
Madhesi politics, said that cor-
ruption, communalism and
provocative politics are the
main factors that made these
traditional Madhesi parties
weaker and tarnished their
image in the Terai region.

fficers to

AP B WASHINGTON

Top House and Senate lead-
ers will present law
enforcement officers who
defended the U.S. Capitol on
Jan. 6, 2021, with
Congressional Gold Medals
on Tuesday, awarding them
Congress's highest honour
nearly two years after they
fought with former President
Donald Trump's supporters
in a brutal and bloody attack.

To recognize the hundreds
of officers who were at the
Capitol on Jan. 6, the medals
will be placed in four locations
— at U.S. Capitol Police head-
quarters, the Metropolitan
Police Department, the Capitol
and the Smithsonian
Institution. President Joe Biden
said when he signed the legis-
lation last year that a medal
will be placed at the

ecelve Congressi
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Smithsonian museum “so all
visitors can understand what
happened that day”

The ceremony in the
Capitol Rotunda comes as
Democrats, just weeks away
from losing their House major-
ity, race to finish a nearly 18-
month investigation of the
insurrection.

Democrats and two
Republicans conducting the
probe have vowed to uncover
the details of the attack, which
came as Trump tried to over-

0nd

turn his election defeat and
encouraged his supporters to
“fight like hell” in a rally just
before the congressional certi-
fication.

Awarding the medals will
be among House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi's last ceremoni-
al acts as she prepares to step
down from leadership. When
the bill passed the House more
than a year ago, she said the
law enforcement officers from
across the city defended the
Capitol because they were “the
type of Americans who heard
the call to serve and answered
it, putting country above self”

“They enabled us to return
to the Capitol,” and certify
Biden's presidency, she said
then, “to that podium that
night to show the world that
our democracy had prevailed
and that it had succeeded
because of them.”

old Medals for Jan 6

Trump Organisation tax
fraud trial in jury’s hands

AP W NEW YORK

urors started deliberating
Monday in the Trump
Organization's criminal tax
fraud trial, weighing charges
that former President Donald
Trump's company helped exec-
utives dodge personal income
taxes on perks such as
Manhattan apartments and
luxury cars.
The deliberations follow a
monthlong trial that featured
testimony from seven witness-

es, including longtime Trump
Organization finance chief
Allen Weisselberg and Senior
Vice President and Controller
Jeffrey McConney. An outside
accountant who spent years
preparing tax returns for
Trump and the company also
testified.

About 40 minutes into
deliberations, jurors sent a note
asking the judge to reread the
elements of one of the charges,
conspiracy to defraud in the
fourth degree.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is herehy given to the General Public en behalf of HDFC|
Bank Ltd. that Mrs. Pooja Uppal widow of late Mr. Rakesh Uppal
is owner of Entire Second floor (said floor) built on Property
No. 10, admeasuring 272.2 sq. yds., in Block K-2, Situated at|
Model Town, Delhi, “Said Property”. (V2 share by virtue of|
Registered Relinquishment deed dated 20.09.2020, registration
No. 8732, executed by Mr. Abhishek Uppal for himself and on

NORTHERN RAILWAY

OPEN TENDER "CORRIGENDUM" NOTICE

Invitation of Tender through E-Tendering

1 [ N.LT No.

GSU/DLI/05/22-23/CORRIGENDUM Dated:-
06.12.2022

behalf of Ms. Palak Uppal & Mrs. Kuldeep Uppal, and
2 share by virtue of sale deed dated 25.09.2009, registration
No. 8830, executed by Mr. Pawan Kumar Chhajer,) has lost /|
misplaced SMC certificate stating legal heirs of Late Mr. Rarkesh
Uppal, All persons are hereby informed not to deal or carry out
any transaction with anyone on the basis of the said missing
document. If anyone has already carried out or being carried
out kindly inform the undersigned in writing on the below
mentioned address within 10 days of the present.

Kumar & Associates (Advocates & Consultants)
200, lind Flgar, 23, Shivaji Marg, Moti Nagar, N. Delhi-15

To be Known to all that | S. Kedarnath Sfo
N.V.Subramanian R/o A-214, Mangal CGHS
LTD Plot No. 16 Vasundhara Enclave, Delhi-
110096, Allottee of flat No. A-214, Mangal
CGHS LTD Plot No. 16, Vasundhara Enclave,
Delhi-110096, have applied for conversion of
the aforesaid flat from leasehold to freehold
vide application LD17073GH/CON/10022022
in DDA Original documents i. e. Share Certificate
of the above flat issued by Mangal CGHS LTD
has been lost. An FIR fo this effect has been
lodged in the Police Station Crime Branch,
New Delhi, vide FIRINCR No. LR979253/2021
dated 26/11/2021.

Any person (S} Claiming any right, interest, having
any ohjection or found in possession of original
documents, may write/contact with above named
person at above addressiphone No. 9674374345 within
seven days from the date of publication of this notice.
The person claiming any right, interest, objections with
respect o this property can personally inform or wrile to the
Dy. Director, (GH} or Director(RL), Vikas Sadan, INA, New Delhi,

Flat No- CTB-261/PB-B-2076/ PB-B-2077/
PB-B-2078, DLF The Crest, DLF Phase 5,
Sector 54, Gurugram, Haryana 122002,
was purchased by and stand in the name of
Late Smt. Surjit Kaur w/o Shri Hari Singh
who has expired on 3rd August 2022 leaving
behind the following successors.

Relationship
Name Age with
Deceased

SardarHari Singh | 89years | Husband
Ripdaman Kaur | 62 years | Daughter
Chandok
Amardeep Kaur | 58 years | Daughter
Singh
Devinder Jot Singh | 56 years Son
Bohby Singh 53 years Son

Who are all Relinquishing the Flat /

apartment in the name of Ripdaman Kaur

Chandok, W/o Sardar Lakhinder Singh
Chandok.

Sardar Hari Singh

R/o 8236 firenze Blvd Orlando,

FL 32836, U.S.A

Ph: 011-41112527-28 kumarassociates. advocate@gmail.com

2.| Name of work with its
location

Linking of B.G P. Way track and other allied works
such as Assembling, linking & dismantling of BG
Railway track, points & crossing, traps, AT welding
work, glued joints, Supply of ballast, leading, loading
& unloading of P. Way material & PRC sleepers and
balance work of washable apron based on BLT
concept and other misc. works at Subzimandi Delhi
in c/w Additional Train handling Fagilities and Delhi
Subzimandi -Delhi Main Additional line.

.| Approx. Cost of work

Rs. 8,21,58,982.69/-

.| Earnest Money

Rs. 5,60,800/-

.| Completion period of work] 8 Months

oo bW

.| Date and time for
submission of tender and
opening oftender

Upto 15:00 hrs on 20.12.2022 Opening of tender
at 15:00 hrs. on 20.12.2022.

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform the General Public that I, R K
Nandwani S/o Sh. Sewa Ram NandwaniR/o 13,
Nandwani Nagar, Sonepat, Haryana-131001
have lost my Possession letter, Possession Slip,
Demand letter & NOC of electricity and others of
DDALIGFlatNo.-36, Third Floor, BLK-13, Pkt-1,
Sec-34, Rohini, Delhi. Vide File No. L/353(1088)
2015/DDA14/RO, having any objection or found
contact at above address/9306927918 or Asstt.
Dir(LIG) - H, DDA, Vikas Sadan, New Delhi
Within 15 days from the date of publication.

From:
R K Nandwani Sio Sh.
Sewa Ram Nandwani

NORTHERN RAILWAY
TENDER NOTICE

Invitation of tender through E-Tendering (E-Procurement Systems)

PUBLIC NOTICE

To be known to all that I, GAURAV MAKH LA
S/0 LATE SHRI DHARAM PAL MAKHIJA R/O B-
3/G-2,BLOCK-B,DILSHAD GARDEN,DELHI-
110095 has applied for conversion of the|
aforesaid flat from lease hold to free hold in
DDA The original documents i.e.Demand letter|
of the above flat have been lost. An NCR to this
effect has been lodged in P.S. Crime Branch in
vide 5.0.N0.430/2014 LR No.10540 59/2022
dated 06.12.2022. Any person(s) claiming any
right, interest, having any objection or found in
possession of original documents, may write/|
contact with above named person at above
address/phone N0.9811855774 within 15 days
from the date of publication of this notice. The
person claiming any right, interest, objections|
with respect to this property can personally|
inform or write to Dy. Director (LAB) H or|
Director(H)-1, D Block, 3"Floor, Vikas Sadan,

INA, New Del hi.

N.LT. No. : 30 (A,B,)/22-23/WE

Rail Eco Park Chankya Puri, New Delhi

Name of work with its location: (A) Outsourcing (operation & maintenance) of
Bhairon Mandir Nursery in the S/o SSE/Hort./Baroda House & NDLS under ADEN/
Hort/NDLS. {B) Annual maintenance & operation of automatic irrigation system in

Approx. cost of work :

(A)91,01,969.27 (B)19.99,870.00

7.| Website particulars notice
board location complete
details oftender canbe
seen and address ofthe
office from where the
tenderform canbe
purchased etc.

Above tender available on IREPS site i.e.
www.ireps.gov.in

LIABILITY PARTNERSHIP ACT, 2008.

Forand on Behalf of the LLP
FORREMONKENGINEERS LLP

Date: 03-12-2022
Place: Ghaziabad

No: - CPM/GSU/Engg./NIT/05/2022-23 (NIT-05) Dated: -06.12.2022

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE
PUBLIC NOTICE

IN THE MATTER OF SECTION 13 OF THE LIMITED LIABILITY PARTNERSHIP
ACT, 2008 READ WITH RULE 17 OF LLP (INCORPORATION OF LLP) RULES,
2009 AND OTHER APPLICABLE PROVISIONS, IF ANY, OF THE LIMITED

Sd/-
SANJAY GARG
(Designated Partner)

3245/2022

AND
IN THE MATTER OF REMONK ENGINEERS LLP (AAV-2275)HAVING ITS
REGISTERED OFFICE AT | 17, VIJAY CHOWK LAXMI NAGAR, NEAR DESU
OFFICE DELHINEW DELHI 110092 INDIA.
Notice is hereby given to the General Public that the LLP proposes to make an
application to the Registrar of Companies, Kanpur Uttar Pradesh under section 13 (3)
of the Limited Liability Partnership Act, 2008 seeking permission to change its
Registered office from the state of " Delhi” (I 17, VIJAY CHOWK LAXMI NAGAR,
NEAR DESU OFFICE DELHI NEW DELHI DELHI 110092) to the state of
"Uttarpradesh” (KC-7, KAVINAGAR, GHAZIABAD, UP, INDIA 201001)". Any person
whose interest s likely to be affected by the proposed change of the registered office
of the LLP may deliver or cause to be delivered or send by Registered post of his/her
objections supported by an affidavit stating the nature of his/her interest and grounds
of opposition supported by an affidavit to the Registrar of Companies, Kanpur Uttar
Pradesh within twenty one days from the date of publication of this notice.

Sd/-
USHA RANI
(Designated Partner)

Uttarakhand Police Headquarters

Tender No. DG-lII-1{Mod)2022

12 Subhash Marg Dehradun

EXTENSION TENDER NOTICE

Date:December, 05 2022

Sealed e-tenders was invited from manufacturer/authorised dealer for the supply and
installation of Smart & Intelligent Command and Control Room in three district.

The date of receipt of tender & opening of tender is being extended as follows:-

EMD amount : (A) 1,82,000.00 (B) 40,000.00

Completion period of work : {A) 60 Months (B) 20 Months

of tender on 27.12.2022 at 15:00 hrs.

Date and Time for submission of tender and opening of tender : Closing date

Website particular notice board location complete details of tender can be
seen and address of the office from where the tender form can be purchased
etc. : Above tender available on website i.e. www.ireps.gov.in

No. 128-W/269/0ET/22-23/WE/NIT/30 (A,B,)

Dated. 01.12.2022 3240/2022

NORTHERN RAILWAY

TENDER NOTICE
(Through e-tendering)

Name of work with its location

Provision of LAN Connectivity from nearest
RCIL Pop for HMIS implementation in Health
unit over DelhiDivision.

App. Cost of the work (I)

%1,19,72,546.62/-only

Earnest Money Deposit (3)

22,09,900.00/-only

Address of the office

Senior Divisional Signal & Telecom Engineer-
C, Northern Railway, 3rd Floor, Annexe-1,DRM
office, New Delhi-110055.

Date & Time for upload the
tender/closing of tender

Tender uploading / closing date & time-
04.01.2023 up to 15.00 hrs.

Website particular & notice board
location where complete details
of the tender can be seenetc.

See the Northern Railway website
www.ireps.gov.in & Notice board at S&T
branch, 3rd Floor, DRM office, State Entry
Road, New Delhi-110055.

Tender No. 558-Sig-16-Tele-OT-960 Dated: 05.12.2022

NORTHERN RAILWAY

TENDER NOTICE
Invitation of Tender through E-Tendering

3237/2022

(E-Procurement Systems)

N.LT. No. 29-A/22-23/WE
Name of work with its location
{A) | Provision of Gym at officers enclave chankya

puri New Delhi in the S/o SSE/W/HNZM under
ADEN/E-II

Approx. cost of work (A} | 3205305.53

EMD amount (A) | 64100.00

Completion period of work (A) | 4 Months

Date and time for submission | Closing date of tender on 27.12.2022 at

of tender and opening of tender| 15:00 hrs.

Sl.
No.

Name of the items

Bids
Number

Last date & Time
for receipt of tender

Date & Time for opening
of technical offer

1 and Control Room

Smart & Intelligent Command

DG-3(Mod)-

1-2022 19.12.2022

11:00Hrs

19.12.2022| 12:00Hrs

For more Information of E-tender Please Login http:uktenders.gov.in

1G, P&M
Police HQ, Uttarakhand,Dehradun

Website particulars notice
board location complete
details of tender can be seen
and address of the office from
where the tender form can be
purchased etc.

Above tender available on website i.e.
www.ireps.gov.in

No. 128-W/269/0ET/22-23/WE/NIT/29-A Dated: 14.11.2022

3241/2022

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE
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Fitch: India to grow
at 7% this flscal

India could be one
of fastest-growing
markets this year:

Fitch Ratings

PTI W NEW DELHI

Fitch Ratings on Tuesday
retained India's economic
growth forecast at 7 per cent for
the current fiscal, saying India
could be one of the fastest-
growing emerging markets this
year. It, however, cut the pro-
jections for the next two finan-
cial years, stating that even
though the country is shielded
to some extent from global eco-
nomic shocks but is not imper-
vious to global developments.

In its December edition of

the Global Economic Outlook,
Fitch projected India's GDP to
grow at 7 per cent in the cur-
rent fiscal and slow to 6.2 per
cent in 2023-24 and 6.9 per
cent in 2024-25.

In September, Fitch had
projected 7 per cent growth for
the current fiscal, followed by
6.7 per cent in 2023-24 and 7.1
per cent growth in 2024-25.

Given the stronger-than-
expected outturn, Fitch fore-
casts growth at 7 per cent in the

i

financial year ending March
2023 (FY23).

"India is expected to record
one of the fastest growth rates
among emerging markets in
our Fitch20 coverage this year,"
it said.

India is shielded to some
extent from global economic
shocks given the domestically
focused nature of its economy;,
with consumption and invest-
ment making up the bulk of the
country's GDP.

World Bank revises upwards India’s
GDP growth forecast to 6.9% for FY23

PTI B NEW DELHI

The World Bank on Tuesday
revised upwards its GDP
growth forecast for India to 6.9
per cent for 2022-23, saying the
economy was showing higher
resilience to global shocks.

In its India Development
Update, the World Bank said
the revision was due to higher
resilience of the Indian econo-
my to global shocks and better-
than-expected second quarter
numbers.

India's economy grew at 6.3
per cent in September quarter
2022-23 as compared to 13.5
per cent in the preceding June
quarter, mainly on account of
contraction in output of man-
ufacturing and mining sectors.

This is the first upgrade of
India's growth forecast by any
international agency amid the
global turmoil.

In October, the World Bank
had cut India's GDP growth
forecast to 6.5 per cent from 7.5
per cent earlier. Now, it has
upgraded the projection to 6.9

per cent for 2022-23 (April 2022
-March 2023).

The  report titled
‘Navigating the Storm', said
while the deteriorating external
environment will weigh on
India's growth prospects, the
economy is relatively well posi-
tioned to weather global
spillovers compared to most
other emerging markets.

Impact of a tightening glob-
al monetary policy cycle, slow-
ing global growth and elevated
commodity prices will mean
that the Indian economy will
experience lower growth in
2022-23 compared to 2021-22

(8.7 per cent), it said.

Despite these challenges, it
said, the update expects India
to register a strong GDP growth
and remain one of the fastest
growing major economies in
the world, due to a robust
domestic demand.

"The World Bank has
revised its 2022-23 GDP fore-
cast upward to 6.9 per cent
from 6.5 per cent (in October
2022), considering a strong
outturn in India in second
quarter (July-September) of
2022-23 financial year," the
India Development Update
said.

money 10

Markets settle
lower, Sensex falls
for third day

PTI ® MUMBAI

Benchmark indices ended
the day in the negative ter-
ritory on Tuesday amid weak
global market trends and rising
crude prices.

Falling for the third day
running, the 30-share BSE
benchmark ended 208.24
points or 0.33 per cent lower at
62,626.36. During the day, it
tumbled 444.53 points or 0.70
per cent to 62,390.07.

The broader NSE Nifty
declined 58.30 points or 0.31
per cent to end at 18,642.75.

"Bears kept pushing
domestic indices lower amid
unfavourable global cues, with
significant selling in metal and
IT stocks. The mood was
dampened by renewed con-
cerns over policy tightening by
the Fed in response to strong
economic data out of the US.
However, while easing COVID
curbs in China benefited the

demand outlook, fresh sanc-
tions on Russian oil further
added volatility to global oil
markets. Investors at home
await the RBI policy meet
tomorrow," said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services.

Among the Sensex pack,
Tata Steel, Dr Reddy's, Infosys,
State Bank of India, Bharti
Airtel, ICICI Bank, IndusInd
Bank, Tata Consultancy
Services, Tech Mahindra, HCL
Technologies and Maruti were
the major laggards.

Hindustan Unilever,
UltraTech Cement, Power Grid
and Nestle were among the
winners.

Rupee slumps 76
paise to close at 82.61
against US dollar

PTI W MUMBAI

The rupee declined by 76
paise to close at 82.61
against the US dollar on
Tuesday due to heavy selling
pressure in domestic equities
and rising crude prices in the
overseas markets.

In addition, investors
remained concerned over con-
tinued foreign capital outflows
ahead of the RBI's policy
announcement on Wednesday,
forex dealers said.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local unit
opened weak at 81.94, then
slipped further to end at 82.61,
registering a fall of 76 paise.
During the day, the local unit
witnessed an intraday high of
81.94 and a low of 82.63.

In the previous session on
Monday, the rupee had settled
down by 52 paise at 81.85
against the dollar.

The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback’s strength
against a basket of six currencies,
slipped 0.05 per cent to 105.24.

Global oil benchmark Brent
crude futures rose 0.64 per
cent to USD 83.22 per barrel.

On the domestic equity
market front, the 30-share BSE
Sensex fell 208.24 points or 0.33
per cent to end at 62,626.36,
while the broader NSE Nifty
58.30 declined points or 0.31
per cent to 18,642.75.

Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) were net sellers
in the capital markets on
Monday as they sold shares
worth Rs 1,139.07 crore,
according to exchange data.

The World Bank on
Tuesday revised upwards its
GDP growth forecast for India
to 6.9 per cent for 2022-23, say-
ing the economy was showing
higher resilience to global
shocks.

Sebi can relax rules for Govt
for PSU disinvestment

PTI W NEW DELHI

Capital markets regulator
Sebi can relax regulatory
norms for the Central
Government in relation to
strategic disinvestment of pub-
lic sector undertakings (PSUs),
according to a notification.

"The Board (Sebi) may
after due consideration of the
interest of the investors and the
securities market and for the
development of the securities
market, relax the strict enforce-
ment of any of the require-
ments of these regulations if an
application is made by the
Central Government in rela-
tion to its strategic disinvest-
ment in a listed entity," Sebi
said in a notification made
public on Tuesday.

To give this etfect, the reg-
ulator has amended LODR
(Listing Obligations and dis-
closure Requirements) norms.

Earlier in September, the
Securities and Exchange Board
of India (Sebi) had decided to
dispense with a requirement for
calculating open offer price
with respect to the disinvest-

ment of PSUs.

As per Sebi norms, one of
the parameters prescribed to
determine the open offer price
of a frequently traded scrip is
Volume-Weighted Average
Market Price (VWAMP) for 60
trading days immediately pre-
ceding the date of the public
announcement.

The board of Sebi approved
amending the takeover regula-
tions in the context of strategic
disinvestment of PSUs and
consideration payable under
open offer.

"The market price of the
PSU company undergoing
strategic  disinvestment
becomes susceptible to...
Periodic disclosures.

/l-""" '

"Considering the unique
nature of transaction and
process involved in a PSU dis-
investment spanning over a
long period, such a require-
ment of determination of open
offer price under the takeover
regulations many a time acts as
an impediment in fructifying
such strategic disinvestment
of PSUs," Sebi has said.

Against this backdrop, Sebi
has decided to dispense with
the requirement of calculating
60 days' VWAMP for the deter-
mination of open offer price in
case of disinvestment of PSU
companies wherein it results in
its change in control, either by
way of direct acquisition or
indirect acquisition.

Adani among 3 Indian billionaires on
Forbes Asia Heroes of Philanthropy list

PTI ® SINGAPORE

ndian billionaires Gautam

Adani, Shiv Nadar, and Ashok
Soota, as well as Malaysian-
Indian businessman Brahmal
Vasudevan and his lawyer wife
Shanthi Kandiah, were named
in the 16th edition of Forbes
Asia's Heroes of Philanthropy
list released on Tuesday.

The unranked list "high-
lights leading altruists in the
Asia-Pacific region who demon-
strated a strong personal com-
mitment to philanthropic caus-
es," Forbes said in a press
release.

Adani was listed for having
pledged Rs 60,000 crores (USD
7.7 billion) when he turned 60
in June this year. The pledge
makes him one of India's most
generous philanthropists, the
press release said.

The money will address
healthcare, education, and skill
development and will be chan-
nelled through the family's
Adani Foundation, which was
founded in 1996.

Each year, the foundation

helps nearly 3.7 million people
across India.

Self-made billionaire and
philanthropist Shiv Nadar
counts among the top donors in
India, having channelled close
to USD 1 billion of his wealth
over a few decades to various
social causes through the
eponymous Shiv Nadar
Foundation.

This year he donated Rs
11,600 crore (USD 142 million)
to the foundation he estab-
lished in 1994, intending to cre-
ate an equitable, merit-based
society by empowering indi-
viduals through education.

Nadar, who cofounded

HCL Technologies has helped
set up educational institutions
such as schools and universities
via the foundation, which also
promotes art and culture. He
stepped down from executive
roles at the IT services compa-
ny in 2021.

Tech tycoon Ashok Soota
has pledged Rs 600 crore (USD
75 million) to the medical
research trust he founded in
April 2021 for the study of age-
ing and neurological illnesses.

He started SKAN- Scientific
Knowledge for Ageing and
Neurological ailments-with a Rs
200 crore outlay, which he has
since tripled.

Cut excise duty on CNG ull gas
included in GS'T: Parikh panel

PTI B NEW DELHI

he Union Government

should moderate the excise
duty it levies on CNG till such
time that the environment-
friendly natural gas is included
in the one-nation-one-tax GST
regime, Kirit Parikh Committee
has recommended.

Natural gas is currently
outside the ambit of GST, and
existing legacy taxes -- central
excise duty, state VAT and cen-
tral sales tax -- continue to be
applicable on the fuel.

While the central govern-
ment does not levy excise duty
on natural gas when sold in
gaseous form, it charges a 14
per cent tax on compressed nat-
ural gas (CNG). States levy VAT
as high as 24.5 per cent on gas.

The Parikh Committee,
which was formed to recom-
mend fair price of gas to the end
consumer and a "market-ori-
ented, transparent and reliable
pricing regime", in its report to

the Oil Ministry last week sug-
gested that "gas should be
brought under the GST
regime".

"The committee recognise
that this requires consensus
among the states," it said.

"To obtain this, if need be
the states may be compensated
for five years for any loss in rev-
enue. The process of getting the
needed consensus should be
initiated now."

Natural gas along with
crude oil, petrol, diesel and ATF
were kept out of the GST

regime when the single rate of
taxation for goods and services
was rolled out on July 1, 2017.

Gas-producing states, such
as Gujarat, feared a loss of rev-
enue if VAT and other taxes
were to get subsumed into the
GST.

"Till the time the GST
regime is implemented,
Government may consider
moderating the Central Excise
duty rate on CNG to reduce the
burden of higher natural gas
costs on the consumers,” the
commiittee report said.

Fertiliser subsidy bill in FY'23
seen at 32.3-2.5 lakh cr; may
fall 25pc in FY'24: FA|

PTI B NEW DELHI

The government's fertiliser
subsidy will rise to Rs 2.3-
2.5 lakh crore in this fiscal but
the bill may fall by 25 per cent
in the 2023-24 financial year
with moderation in global
prices, according to industry
body FAL

Fertilisers Association of
India (FAI) expressed concern
that the fixed cost of urea has
not been increased affecting the
viability of urea plants. It also
pointed out that the industry is
running on a very thin margin,
which is hampering new
investments in this sector.

The industry body said
there is sufficient availability of
fertilisers, including urea and
DAP, for the ongoing rabi
(winter-sown) season.

"We estimate the fertiliser
subsidy bill at Rs 2.3 lakh crore
to Rs 2.5 lakh crore," FAI
President K S Raju told

reporters here late Monday.

This has helped insulate
the farmers from the impact of
a steep increase in the cost of
all fertilisers due to sharp rise
in international prices of fer-
tilisers and raw materials, he
added.

The fertiliser subsidy stood
at Rs 1.62 lakh crore in the pre-
vious financial year.

FAI board member P S
Gahlaut, who is MD of Indian
Potash Ltd, said the subsidy bill
in the next fiscal year could fall
by around 25 per cent as the
global prices have softened.
However, he said a lot will
depend on the future trends of
global prices.

Global airling industry to post
USD 6.9 bn loss in 2022 ATA

PTI W GENEVA

The global airline industry is
projected to report a lower
loss at USD 6.9 billion in 2022,
mainly due to stronger pas-
senger yields and cost control
by carriers amid rising fuel
prices, according to industry
body IATA.

In June, the International
Air Transport Association
(TIATA) projected the industry
loss at USD 9.7 billion. In
October 2021, it forecast a loss
of USD 11.6 billion for this
year.

On Tuesday, IATA said the
global airline industry is
expected to return to prof-
itability in 2023 and post a
small net profit of USD 4.7 bil-
lion.

After being significantly
impacted by the coronavirus
pandemic, the airline industry
is on the recovery path.

In 2022, airline net loss is
expected to be USD 6.9 billion.

This is significantly better than
loss of USD 42 billion and USD
137.7 billion in 2021 and 2020,
respectively, it said.

"We are on the right path...
But still a long way to go," IATA
Director General Willie Walsh
said at a briefing here on
Tuesday.

For 2022, IATA said the
improved prospects stem large-
ly from strengthened yields
and strong cost control in the
face of rising fuel prices.

"Passenger yields are
expected to grow by 8.4 per

cent (up from 5.6 per cent
anticipated in June). Propelled
by that strength, passenger
revenues are expected to grow
USD 438 billion (up from USD
239 billion in 2021)," it noted.

In the Asia Pacific region,
airlines are projected to post a
loss of USD 10 billion this year
and the loss is expected to nar-
row to USD 6.6 billion in 2023.

The Asia Pacific region,
IATA said, is critically held
back by the impact of China's
zero COVID policies on trav-
el.

Gold falls 473, silver
tum_tgles 3T ,41

PTI B NEW DELHI

old price fell by Rs 473 to

Rs 53,898 per 10 gram in
the national capital on Tuesday
amid weak global trends,
according to HDFC Securities.

In the previous trade, the
precious metal had touched Rs
54,371 per 10 gram.

Silver also tumbled by Rs
1,241 per kg to Rs 65,878 per
kilogram.

In the international mar-
ket, gold was trading lower at
USD 1,770.75 per ounce while
silver was down at USD 22.38
per ounce.

"Stronger-than-expected
US services data on Monday
renewed pressure on the US
Fed to keep interest rates high-
er for a longer and triggered a
slide in the yellow metal," said
Dilip Parmar, Research Analyst
at HDFC Securities.

India’s thermal power
generation rises by 16% in Nov

PTI B NEW DELHI

India's thermal power gener-
ation registered a growth of
16.28 per cent at 87,687 MU
(million units) in November
this year as compared to 75,412
MU generated in the corre-
sponding month of previous
fiscal.

The overall generation of
power in the country also
increased by 14.63 per cent
from 1,02,968 MU to 1,18,029
MU in the reporting month
year-on-year.

Power utilities' despatch
went up by 3.55 per cent to
62.34 million tonnes (MT)
during November this year as
compared to 60.20 MT in the
year-ago month, the coal min-
istry said in a statement.

Meanwhile, the country's
total coal output went up by

11. 66 per cent to 75.87 MT last
month over 67.94 MT in
November last fiscal.

As per the latest figures of
the coal ministry, Coal India
Ltd (CIL) clocked a production
growth of 12.82 per cent dur-
ing November, whereas the
output of Singareni Collieries
Company Limited (SCCL) and
captive mines/others registered
a growth of 7.84 per cent and
6.87 per cent, respectively.

Of the top 37 coal produc-
ing mines, as many as 24 pro-
duced more than 100 per cent,
while the output of five mines
stood between 80 and 100 per
cent.

PFC signs MoU with Ministry of Power for FY 2022-23

PNS B NEW DELHI

Ravinder Singh Dhillon,
CMD, PFC signed the
MoU with Alok Kumar,
Secretary, Ministry of Power in
the presence of Ashish
Upadhyaya, Special Secretary
& FA, MoP, Ajay Tewari,
Additional Secretary, MoP,
Piyush Singh, Joint Secretary,
MoP, Parminder Chopra,
Director (Finance), PFC, and
Rajiv Ranjan Jha, Director
(Projects), PFC.

Established in 1986, PFC
today is the largest government
owned NBFC in India.

In 2021, it became the
first CPSE to be accorded the
prestigious Maharatna status in
the financial space. PFC has
been showing a strategic shift
in its loan portfolio with focus
on the Renewables space, set-
ting itself as one of the largest
funding agencies for renew-

ables in the country.

Recently the company got
its MoA changed to fund the
infrastructure and logistics
space as well. It is a key part-
ner to Government of India for

implementation of several
schemes such as Revamped
Distribution Sector Scheme
(RDSS), Liquidity Infusion
Scheme underAtmanirbhar
Bharat,

Late Payment Surcharge
Rules (LPS), Independent
Transmission Projects (ITPs)
etc and has been one of the
highest dividend paying com-
panies.
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NEYMAR THOUGHT WC
ER DUE TO ANKLE INJURY

AP H DOHA

ted he feared his participation

in the Qatar World Cup could
be over after he sustained an ankle
injury in their opening match against
Serbia.

The 30-year-old missed his side's
last two group games before making
a scoring return from the penalty spot
in their 4-1 last-16 thrashing of South
Korea on Monday.

"I was afraid of not being able to
play in this World Cup again but I
had all the support of my friends and
family and I tried to find strength
where I could not find it," said
Neymar.

"I did not feel any pain in my
ankle. I think my performance went
very well and I'm very content, but
that said I think we can always
improve and that's what I will try to

B razil superstar Neymar admit-

Brazil coach Tite denied sugges-
tions that he may have shown a lack
of respect to his team's opponents after
joining Richarlison in a celebratory
dance on the touchline during the first
period.

Roy Keane was among those who
slammed the celebration but Tite
insisted it had been pre-planned and
was not aimed at mocking the South
Koreans.

"I said (to Richarlison) if you show
it to me I'll do it, but we have to be
careful because various people will say
it was disrespectful," said Tite.

"T didn't want it to be misinter-
preted as anything less than a sense of
happiness for the goal and for the
result, and not that we were disre-
specting our opponent which was not
the case."”

South Korea coach Paulo Bento

announced his departure from the role
in the wake of his side's comprehen-
sive defeat.

The 53-year-old, who took over in
August 2018, said he had already
made the decision to bow out after the
tournament prior to travelling to
Qatar.

"I have just announced to the play-
ers and to the president of the South
Korean federation and this was a deci-
sion I had already taken since
September that was set in stone.

"Today I have confirmed it and I
have to thank them for everything
they have done. They have given their
very best and I have been very pleased
and proud to have been their manag-
er.

BRAZIL COACH TITE
DENIED SUGGESTIONS
THAT HE MAY HAVE
SHOWN A LACK OF
RESPECT TO HIS TEAM’S
OPPONENTS AFTER
JOINING RICHARLISON IN
A CELEBRATORY DANCE
ON THE TOUCHLINE
DURING THE FIRST
PERIOD

VINICIUS JR IS CONFIDENT
BRAZIL CAN REACH WORLD
CUP FINAL

Brazil can power on to the 2022
World Cup final according to Real
Madrid star Vinicius Junior.

The Samba Boys cruised in the
quarter finals in Qatar on the back of
a 4-1 win over South Korea in the last
16 in Doha.

Vincius Jr scored and laid on an
assist for Lucas Paqueta as Brazil
stormed into a 4-0 lead before half
time at Stadium 974.

Up next for Brazil is a last eight
meeting with Croatia, and Vini Jr is
confident they can continue into the
final stages of the tournament in the
Middle East.

"I'm very happy with my game
and the team's performance", as per
reports Diario AS.

"In my last game I scored, but it
was ruled out. Now I'm more relaxed.

"With the passing of the games it
will become more difficult and
against Croatia it will be a battle.

"We want to dance all the way to
the final."

If Brazil can beat Croatia in the
quarter finals, they will take on
either Argentina or the Netherlands
in the semi finals, in Lusail on
December 13.

Based on the structure of the draw,
France and Spain are their most likely
final opponents, as Brazil aim for a first
World Cup title since 2002.

Spain shoot-out of WC

AP H DOHA

Spain coach Luis Enrique had
claimed his players prepared
by taking 1,000 penalties as
homework but Pablo Sarabia,
Carlos Soler and Sergio
Busquets all missed from the
spot and Madrid-born Hakimi
dinked his home to the delight
of Morocco's raucous support.

Walid Regragui's side will
face Portugal or Switzerland in
what is uncharted territory for
them, with their previous best a
last-16 exit in 1986.

Spain had been hoping they
could repeat their 2010 World
Cup triumph after reaching the
semi-finals of Euro 2020, where
they were also beaten on penal-
ties by Italy.

The teams were closely
matched through a nail-biting
clash, with Spain having more of
the ball but Morocco creating
the better openings, few though
they were.

Luis Enrique trialled his
third right-back of the tourna-
ment in Marcos Llorente, and
benched the team's top scorer
Alvaro Morata for Marco
Asensio, after the shock defeat
by Japan.

Spain monopolised the ball,

i
(0O

Y7 Y]]

with Morocco's fans furiously
whistling with their side out of
possession.

With La Roja playing in a
pale blue second strip, they
resembled the away team on
hostile territory.

Gavi, who at 18 years and
123 days old became the
youngest player to start a World
Cup knockout game since Brazil
great Pele in 1958, rose to the
occasion.

The Barcelona midfield ter-
rier was at his most intense,
smashing into challenges left,

right and centre, even diving to
make one with his head.

Morocco goalkeeper Yassine
Bounou tipped a Gavi strike on
to the crossbar, though it would
have been ruled offside, while
Asensio drilled into the side-net-
ting, although Spain created lit-
tle.

Regragui's side sat deep
defensively and threatened on
the counter, with Unai Simon
beating away a long range effort
from Noussair Mazraoui.

Toothless Spain

Sofiane Boufal, who
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bypassed Llorente like sand slip-
ping through the Spaniard's fin-
gers early on, carved the best
chance of the half for Nayef
Aguerd, who headed inches
over.

Bounou pummelled away a
Dani Olmo strike from an angle
as the tension cranked up after
the break.

Luis Enrique raged at Rodri
for choosing the wrong option
on the ball, and withdrew the
dogged and muddied Gavi for
Carlos Soler.

He threw Morata on too,

giving Spain a focal point up top,
but they struggled to supply him
as Morocco sat deeper and
deeper.

Another substitute, Nico
Williams did find the Atletico
Madrid striker on one occasion
but the angle was too tight and
he scraped a shot across the face
of goal.

Bounou made a fine save
from Olmo's free-kick as it
almost snuck all the way
through, with Spain finally cre-
ating stronger chances as the
game frayed in the moments
before extra-time.

Morocco responded in the
additional period by finding
stability and testing Simon, who
made a fine save with his legs to
deny Walid Cheddira after he
broke in down Spain's left flank.

Despite heavy pressure by
Spain in the final moments
before penalties, they could not
trouble the Sevilla goalkeeper
again, with Pablo Sarabia clip-
ping the outside of the post,
although he might have been
offside.

Having been sent on appar-
ently for the shoot-out, Sarabia
struck the post again from
Spain's first penalty, after
Abdelhamid Sabiri had sent
Morocco ahead.

AP H DOHA

Paulo Bento announced he
would not be staying on
as coach of South Korea
after they were eliminated
from the World Cup with a
4-1 defeat at the hands of
Brazil on Monday.

"Now I need to think
about the future, but I will
not be with the Korea team.
I am going to rest and then
see," the 53-year-old former
Portugal coach said after
the loss in the last 16.

"I have just told the play-
ers and the president of the
national federation.

"This is a decision which
I took in September. It was
set in stone and today I
confirmed it. T have to thank
them and am very proud to
have been their manager."

Bento took over follow-

Bento steps down as
South Korea coach

ing the 2018 World Cup,
succeeding Shin Tae-yong.

In Qatar, he led South
Korea to the knockout round
for the first time since 2010
with a last-gasp win over
Portugal in their final group
game.

"I believe we can be very
proud of what we have done
at this World Cup, and what
we have done over the last
four years to get here," said
Bento, who coached his
home country at the 2014
tournament in Brazil.

A Korean side captained
by Son Heung-min got to
Qatar by finishing second in
their qualifying group
behind Iran but their last-16
exit means they have still
never won a World Cup
knockout tie outside of their
home country.

"I think we did really
well in the group stage
although I think we could
have picked up more points
as we should have beaten
Ghana," Bento said.

"But I think we can be
very proud and I am proud
with what we have done
over the last four years."

He added: "This has
undoubtedly been one of
the best groups of players I
have had the opportunity to
work with."

Bierhoff steps aside
after Germany’s exit

AP H DOHA

ermany's team director

Oliver Bierhoff has
stepped aside two years early
after his country crashed out
in the group stage for the sec-
ond consecutive World Cup,
the national association said
on Monday.

The four-time World Cup
winners had a poor campaign
in Qatar, which included
defeat against Japan in their
opening game.

Bierhoff and the German
Football Association (DFB)
have agreed "to terminate his
contract, which runs until
2024, early," the association
said in a statement.

Former striker Bierhoff,
who scored two goals in the
Euro 1996 final when
Germany last won the tourna-
ment, had worked for the
body since 2004.

Bierhoff was an influential
and very public figure along-
side coaches Juergen
Klinsmann, then Joachim
Loew before Hansi Flick took
over in 2021.

DFB president Bernd
Neuendorf said in a statement

that Bierhoff had "rendered
great services to the (associa-
tion)".

While the last few tourna-
ments "fell short", he would
still be remembered for "great
moments”, Neuendorf said,
highlighting his work at the
2014 World Cup in Brazil,
which Germany won.

"Even in turbulent times,
he always pursued his goal
and vision, and leaves a last-
ing mark on the DFB," he
added.

The early exit for coach
Flick's team has left
Germany's once fearsome rep-
utation in tatters.

Germany also crashed out
four years ago in Russia, and
went out in the last 16 in last
year's European
Championship.

Neuendorf and Flick have
called for an overhaul of
Germany's youth develop-
ment system before the coun-
try hosts the 2024 European
Championship.

Japan wins count for nothing
atter WC exit: Doan

AP H DOHA

Forward Ritsu Doan said
Japan's historic World Cup
wins over Germany and Spain
counted for nothing after the
Blue Samurai were eliminated
by Croatia in the last 16 on
Monday.

Japan missed out on a first-
ever place in the quarter-finals
after a 3-1 penalty shootout
defeat to the Croatians, follow-
ing a gruelling encounter that
finished 1-1 after extra-time.

Japan beat both Germany
and Spain in the goup stage in
Qatar but Doan took no con-
solation from his team's
achievements.

"l expected someone to
say that if we lost, but to be
honest it doesn't mean any-
thing," he said.

"No matter how well we
fought today, we didn't change

history."

Daizen Maeda gave Japan
the lead late in the first half
before Ivan Perisic levelled for
Croatia 10 minutes after the
break.

Japan struggled to create
more chances but held for
penalties, only for Croatia goal-
keeper Dominik Livakovic to
save their first two spot kicks.

Croatia's Marko Livaja hit
the post to give Japan a reprieve
but Livakovic saved Maya
Yoshida's kick to give Mario
Pasalic match point for the
Europeans.

Pasalic buried his penalty
to send Croatia through, leav-
ing Japan coach Hajime
Moriyasu to lament his players'
failure to convert their spot-

kicks.

"Penalties are a mix of luck
and training," he said.

"Their goalkeeper was
excellent but the Japanese play-
ers should have done better and
that's something we need to
work on in the future.”

Japan were aiming to reach
the quarter-finals for the first
time, having lost in the last 16
at three previous World Cups.

The team arrived in Qatar
with 19 Europe-based players
in their squad and midfielder
Wataru Endo said they would
need more overseas experi-
ence to take the next step.

"We need to have more
players playing with European
clubs -- we need 20 or 30," he
said.

"We can improve our qual-
ity and become a better team.
We are improving but we
weren't good enough to get to
the quarter-finals."

AP H DOHA

After starting the World Cup
in the shadows, Jordan
Henderson has emerged as
England's unsung hero ahead
of their heavyweight quarter-
final clash with France on
Saturday.

While England captain
Harry Kane and teenage sensa-
tion Jude Bellingham are
expected to deliver the headline
moments against France,
Henderson will provide the
foundation for his more high-
profile team-mates to flourish
at the Al Bayt Stadium.

Henderson has been a divi-
sive figure among England
fans, who have often preferred
to see more glamourous
options in the midfield engine
room.

But critics of the Liverpool
captain's international form
have been forced to eat their
words over the last two weeks.

Although Henderson was
among the substitutes for
England's opening two games
in Qatar, Three Lions boss
Gareth Southgate has turned to
the midfielder in a move that

Henderson earns respect

continues to pay dividends.
With Declan Rice and Jude
Bellingham struggling to
impose themselves against the
United States in the second
Group B match, Southgate felt

Henderson's vocal presence
and wealth of experience would
steady the ship.

The 32-year-old was sent
on in the 69th minute and
immediately made his presence

with influential England role

felt, cajoling his team-mates to
press higher and harder.

Although the United States
match ended in a goalless stale-
mate, Henderson's leadership
and work-rate had made
enough of an impact to earn a
place in the starting line-up for
the final group match against
Wales.

Henderson's role along-
side Rice as twin pivots in front
of the England defence gave
Bellingham the freedom to
express himself as Southgate's
men cantered to a 3-0 victory
over Wales.

It was a similar story in
Sunday's 3-0 win against
Senegal in last 16 as Bellingham
took the spotlight with a mas-
terful performance made pos-
sible by Henderson's selfless
contribution.

Fittingly, Bellingham
returned the favour by provid-
ing the assist for Henderson to
put England ahead.



RANCHI | WEDNESDAY | DECEMBER 7, 2022

DO-0R-DIE GAME FOR INDIA

Big guns face heat as

.

PTI ® MIRPUR - o

rying to pick up pieces after a

I demoralising defeat, India's dec-

orated top-order will be desper-

ate to change the narrative and give a

better account of itself against slow

bowling in the do-or-die second ODI

against Bangladesh here on
Wednesday.

Having failed to take the last
wicket when Bangladesh needed more
than 50 runs, Indian bowlers could not
deliver but there is no denying the fact
that a star-studded batting line-up
needs to show more responsibility.

The last time India played a bilat-
eral series in Bangladesh was back in
2015 when under Mahendra Singh
Dhoni, the team lost the three-match
series 1-2 and the only win came in the
dead third rubber.

History could repeat itself at the
Sher-e-Bangla Stadium if spinners
Shakib Al Hasan and Mehidy Hasan
Miraj can once again keep the Indian
batters under wraps between overs 11-
40.

That was the real period of strug-
gle for all Indian batters, save KL Rahul
(73 off 70 balls) who was the best play-
er on show in the opening game.

While there are still 10 months left
for the ODI World Cup, it is not yet
clear what exactly will be Indian
team's approach.

The talks around adopting a "fear-
less approach” has been going on for
some time but its implementation has
only been sporadic. At times, adapt-
ing to conditions and reacting to sit-
uations has got more prominence.

The track at Mirpur wasn't exact-
ly a batting beauty but it also didn't

PTI B MIRPUR

at home later this year.

to the ODI showpiece.

Battling indifferent form, veteran India
opener Shikhar Dhawan is working on
| his sweep shot and reverse hit as part of
his preparation for the ODI World Cup

Having scored just one half-century
in his last nine innings, the 37-year-old
left-hander faces the heat in the build up

Shubman Gill, who is not part of the

P

Bangladesh in must-win

series in Bangladesh, has emerged as a
strong contender to open alongside skip-
per Rohit Sharma in the World Cup.

Team India head coach Rahul Dravid
had a special session with him ahead of
the second ODI on Wednesday.

"It's good to practice more. These
shots will come handy in these conditions.
Even in the World Cup in India where
spinners will make an impact, those
shots will be helpful. I always enjoy play-

ing them.

2nd OD|

warrant a score of 186.

The erstwhile selection commit-
tee's decision to rest both Shubman
Gill and Sanju Samson for this series
has been equally baffling.

The logic given by the former
chairman of selectors Chetan Sharma
was that due to a short turnaround
from New Zealand, they have picked
a fresh bunch of players for the series.

Gill wasn't a part of T20 World
Cup and also didn't play the T20 series
in New Zealand (he was part of the
squad though) and hence leaving him
out was baffling.

One of the problems with the
Indian top order players is that they are
accelerating the run-rate but at the
same time consuming way more dot
deliveries than they should.

In the match against Bangladesh,
dot balls worth more than 25 overs
were consumed even as they batted for
less than 42 overs.

If the eight overs that they could-
n't bat is taken into account, the team
missed out on scoring off almost 200
balls.

In modern-day cricket, when
England is changing the rules of
engagement across formats in every
sense, the Indian team is taking one
step forward and four backwards.

The idea of handing the gloves to
KL Rahul wasn't about increasing flex-
ibility in the team but to ensure that
both Rahul and Dhawan could be fit-
ted in the same playing XI, going into
the World Cup.

Samson, one of the most flamboy-
ant players, wasn't even picked for this
series and Ishan Kishan, who scored
a 93 in his last ODI series, despite
being a specialist keeper-batter was
benched.

Youth will play pivotal role in
making India a developed
nation by 2047: Thakur

PTI M NEW DELHI Sports Minister said on the

occasion of International

ith only two months left for

Sports Minister Anurag
Thakur says that the youth
will play a pivotal role in
making India a developed
nation by 2047.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has set sight on India
becoming a developed nation
by 2047

"For the country to
progress in Amritkal, the
role of young volunteers will
play a pivotal role in attain-
ing honour Prime Minister's
vision of India at 2047," the

Volunteer Day on Monday.

"The Ministry of Youth
and Sports Affairs along with
its partners and stakeholders
remain dedicated to promot-
ing youth action and youth
volunteerism in India.

"To optimally engage
the constructive and creative
energies of the youth, the
department of youth affairs
will purse the twin objec-
tives of personality buildin
and nation building," he
added.

the Women's T20 World
Cup, the BCCI on Tuesday
shunted head coach Ramesh

Powar to the National Cricket |

Academy as a part of its "restruc-
turing module".

While no head coach was
named, former India batter
Hrishikesh Kanitkar, who has
been a part of Indian men's
pathway teams (A and U-19), has
been appointed as the new bat-
ting coach ahead of the home
series against Australia, starting
December 9 in Mumbai.

Women’s cricket: BCCI transfers head coach
Powar to NCA; Kanitkar appointed batting coach

PTI B NEW DELHI

" "Ramesh Powar, former
- Head Coach of the senior
. women's team will join VVS

sports 12

Stokes hails ‘specia’
win in Pakistan

AP B RAWALPINDI

Skipper Ben Stokes hailed
England's nail-biting victo-
ry in the first Test against
Pakistan as "one of the best" of
his career -- particularly given
the state of the lifeless
Rawalpindi pitch.

With just minutes to spare
in dying light after five days of
enthralling cricket, England
finally halted a heroic last
stand by Pakistan's tailenders
to win the first Test by 74 runs.

It was only the third time
England have won a Test in
Pakistan, although they haven't
visited since 2005 because of
security issues.

"To be able to get a result
on this type of wicket is mind-
blowing," Stokes said ahead of
the second Test starting in
Multan on Friday.

"T think it's probably one of
the best. The effort that every-
one has managed to put in this
whole week is just incredible."

England have "Bazball" to
thank for their victory -- the
free-wheeling brand of crick-

et coined from the nickname
of new head coach Brendon
"Baz" McCullum, a New
Zealander.

McCullum was an aggres-
sive batter in his playing days
-- he holds the record for the
fastest individual Test century
-- and under him, and skipper
Stokes, the English have
brought one-day cricket to the
five-day game.

Records tumbled in
Rawalpindi with England
becoming the only team in his-
tory to score 500 runs on the
first day of a Test -- courtesy of
four individual centuries,
another record.

Overall, some 1,768 runs
were scored in the match -- the
third-highest aggregate since
Test cricket began.

Still, Pakistan did well to
peg back England's daunting
657-run first-innings total to
trail by just 78 runs.

England again turned on
the fireworks in their second
innings before a bold Stokes
declaration left Pakistan seek-
ing 343 runs for victory.

Laxman, Head Cricket, National
Cricket Academy and will switch
to men's cricket as part of the
restructuring module of the
BCCL," the BCCI stated in a
release. "The BCCI on Monday
(Tuesday) announced the
appointment of Hrishikesh
Kanitkar as the Batting Coach of
the Senior Women's cricket team.
Mr. Kanitkar will join the team
from the upcoming five-match
T20I series against Australia
starting 9th December in
Mumbai," it further stated.

Handscomb hopetul of
earning ticket for India tour

PTI B MELBOURNE

n-form  batter Peter
Handscomb is aware it will be
difficult to find a spot in an
"impressive” Australian Test
squad but said he is still hoping
to earn a place for the India tour
with his "weight of numbers".
The 31-year-old, who last
played red-ball cricket almost
four years back, amassed 562
runs at 93.66 in this summer's
Sheffield Shield. He notched a
pair of fifties for the Prime
Minister's XI against West
Indies last month.
Handscomb will look to
push his case when he leads a

Cricket Australia XI against
South Africa, starting in
Brisbane on Friday.

"I'm thereabouts ... So the
conversations (with Test selec-
tors) are promising,"
Handscomb was quoted as say-
ing by "The West Australian'.

"But you've also got to
look at the Test squad as well
and there are guys that are in
front of me and there are bat-
ters doing pretty impressive
things.

"I can score as many runs
as I want but there still needs
to be a spot at the next level, and
at the moment they're playing
pretty good cricket."

Handscomb is known for
his ability to play spin but he
will face competition from
Travis Head when it comes to
finding a place in the team for
the India tour.

Head had tough tours of
Sri Lanka and Pakistan this
year.

"All you can do as a batter
is force your way in through
weight of numbers," said
Handscomb, who will join
Melbourne Renegades for the
upcoming BBL season.

"I pick up the gloves just to
make sure that they also know
that I'm still available as a back-
up 'keeper, or can take them if
need be.

"That's also an important
skill to have in your bag."

Australia will tour India
for a four-Test series for the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy early
in February-March next year.

Abbas, Hasan Ali set to join
Pak team after Rauf’s injury

PTI B KARACHI

The Pakistan team manage-
ment is set to call up out of
favour pacers Muhammad
Abbas and Hasan Ali as rein-
forcements for the remaining
two Tests against England after
fast bowler Haris Rauf was on
Tuesday ruled out of the series
with a grade-II strain in his right
quad.

The 29-year-old Rauf, who
made his Test debut in the first
match against England in
Rawalpindi, bowled 13 expen-
sive overs on the first day on a
placid pitch before injuring him-
self while fielding and rolling
over the ball.

He did not bowl any further
in the match although he batted

in both the innings.

With just three pacers now
in the Pakistan squad, including
the uncapped Muhammad
Wasim (jr) and Muhammad
Ali who also made his Test debut
in Pindi, a reliable source said
the team management would be
calling up reinforcements before
the second Test in Multan start-
ing December 9.

“Most likely Hasan Ali and
Muhammad Abbas will be
called up to join the squad as the
team is also short of bowlers for
the nets. But the plan apparent-
ly is to go into the second set
with three spinners and just two
pace bowlers as efforts are being
made to prepare a track with
turn in Multan,” the source
said.

Prannoy eyes glory at maiden World "Tour Finals

PTI B BANGKOK

tar Indian shuttler HS

Prannoy will look to display
fearless brand of badminton
against the best in the business
in his quest for glory on his
maiden BWF World Tour
Finals appearance, here from
Wednesday.

With double Olympic
medallist P V Sindhu skipping
the event due to an injury,
Prannoy will be the lone Indian
at the year-ending tourna-
ment, which was moved from
Guangzhou, China, due to the
rise in COVID-19 infection
cases.

One of the most consistent
Indian players in the circuit
this season, Prannoy has been
clubbed in Group A along
with Olympic champion
Viktor Axelsen of Denmark,
Japan's Kodai Naraoka and
China's Lu Guang Zu.

"T am excited to start my
BWF World Tour Finals cam-
paign. It's my first time in the
year-ending championships

y

and I hope I can perform
well," said the third-seeded
Prannoy, who was recently
conferred with the Arjuna
award.

While Prannoy has got a
decent draw and will fancy his
chances of making it to the
semifinals from the group
stage, it will not be an easy task
as he doesn't hold a good
record against his group oppo-
nents.

Prannoy has a dismal 1-5
record against the world No. 1
Axelsen but he would take
confidence from the fact that
he had defeated the Dane in
their last meeting last year in
Indonesia Masters.

Against the 21-year-old

PTI B NEW DELHI

oung Indian shuttler

Manisha Ramadass has
claimed the BWF Female
Para-Badminton Player of
the Year award for her stellar
run this season.

The Badminton World
Federation (BWF) on
Monday named Manisha as
the winner after the 17-year-
old won the gold in the
World Championships in the
SU5 section. Overall, she
claimed 11 gold and five
bronze medals in 2022. Other
contenders in this section
were India's Nithya Sre
Sumathy and Manasi Joshi,
Sarina Satomi, Giuliana
Poveda Flores, and Pilar
Jauregui.

Paralympic champion

Manisha wins BWF Female
Para-Badminton Player of the Year award

Pramod Bhagat and Thomas
Cup winner HS Prannoy,
however, missed out on the
prestigious award.

Bhagat, who claimed his
fourth world championships
singles gold this year, was
among those short-listed for
the BWF Male Para-
Badminton Player of the
Year but the award went to
WH2 world champion and
reigning Paralympic champi-
on Daiki Kajiwara, winner of
10 gold and four bronze
medals overall. In the award
for able-bodied shuttlers,
Olympic champion Viktor
Axelsen and Zheng Si
Wei/Huang Ya Qiong's extra-
ordinary dominance this sea-
son was honoured as they
won the BWF Player of the
Year Awards.

new sensation Kodai Naraoka,
Prannoy had suffered a defeat
in their only meeting in
Singapore Open in July.

The Indian had lost to
China's Lu Guang Zu too in his
only meeting at French Open.

However, Prannoy is
known to raise his game in big-
ticket events and has been a
revelation this year.

He played a stellar role in
India's epic Thomas Cup win
in May and also produced a
runner-up finish at the Swiss
Open Super 300, besides
reaching the semifinals at the
Indonesia Open Super 1000
and Malaysia Masters Super
500 event.

His fine run in the world
tour events earned him a direct
qualification to the season
finale for the first time in his
career and he would look to
make the most of the opportu-
nity this week.

While defending champi-
on Axelsen is certainly the
most difficult hurdle on his
way, Prannoy can ill-afford
any slip-ups against the other

two opponents.

For India, Sindhu is the
only one to win the prestigious
title, while Sameer Verma
reached the last four stage in
the 2018 edition.
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CIRCULAR NO. CSR/2022-23/408, Dtd: 17/11/2022
LAST DATE FOR SUBMISSION OF APPLICATION -  Dtd: 31/01/2023
SUB: FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO STUDENTS FOR PURSUING
PROFESSIONAL STUDIES (2022-23 JOINING).
Applications_in the prescribed format are invited for grant of the above
financial assistance from the eligible students as per details given below.
Eligibility criteria for application: .
* The student should belong to either Scheduled Caste or Scheduled Tribe/
other, and should be a resident of Sundargarh district, Odisha.
» The applicant should have taken admission in academic year 2022-23:
« Graduation course in Erﬁmeerm&Medlcal or Agriculture (including
integrated/dual degree M.Tech. Course), OR ~~ =~
+ Post Graduation course of at least two years duration in Engineering/
Medical/ Agriculture/ Business Administration. . .
» Details of professional course, in the academic year 2022-23 in a recognized
institution should be as follows,— .
i. For Graduation Courses of at least four years duration (B.Tech./
. B.ScéEngg.)[B.Sc(Ag) etc‘) )
ii. For Graduation Courses of less than 4-years duration (e.g. Lateral entry
__in B.Tech,/B.Sc(Engg.) after Diploma in Engg).
iii.For Graduation courses of more than 4-years duration (e.g. 5 yrs
_ MBBS, 5-yr integrated/dual degree M.Tech.). OR _
iv. For Post Graduate course of at least two years duration (e.g. M.Tech./
MD/MS/M.Sc.(Ag)/MBA etc.z i _
= The student, whose parents_(taken together) are having annual income
from all sources not exceeding Rs.2,50,000/- (Rupees Two Lakhs Fifty

Thousand), shall be eligible for the financial assistance. )
. The_ best twenty students (10 bosys and 10 girls)
separately for the gaduatlon courses including 5-yr MBBS/5-yr integrated/

dual degree M.Tech.) and best 10 students (5 boys and 5 girls) for Post-
graduation courses will be selected from amongst the eligible applicants. In
case there is a shortfall in number of selected candidates in either of the
categories i.e Boys or Girls for which merit lists are prepared separately,
then the applicants from the merit list of the other category may be
additionally selected for the scholarship keeping the total number of
scholarships as 20 in case of Graduation courses and 10 in case of Post-
Graduation courses. ] )
Financial assistance amount: The amount of financial amount is Rs.1,20,000/-
SRupees One Lakh Twenty Thousand Onl g for the graduation courses of 4yt
uration, Rs. 80,000/~ (Rupees Ninety Thousand Only) for the graduation
courses of less than 4 years (e.g. lateral entrE in B.Tech/BSc (En % after
diploma in Engg), Rs.1,50,000/- &ugees One Lakh Fifty Thousand Only) for
courses of 53« uration and Rs.60,000/- (Rupees Sixty Thousand Only) for
the post-graduation courses, per student for entire duration of the course.
The amount will be released in equal yearly installments @ Rs. 30,000/-
(Rupees Thirty Thousand Only) per academic year based on documentary
evidence of continuation in the course. .

For further details on the basis of selection, financial assistance amount
and mode of payment, application format etc., the main circular as referred
above Téla be referred to. The duly completed application along with
requiret

ocuments are to be submitted in a seal%d envelope at the
Institute for Peripheral Development SGR Department), Sector-20, Rourkela-
769005 latest by 31/01/2023 (4 PM . Mit

. Mittra

General ISIanager, R

Registered Office: Ispat Bhawan, Lodi Road, New Delhi 110 003
Corporate Identity Number: L27109DL1973G0I006454, Website: www.sail.co.in
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[See Rule 8 (1)]
POSSESSION NOTICE
(For immovable property)
TRANSPORT NAGAR BRANCH

Whereas,

2022,

The undersigned being the authorized officer of the Union Bank Of India, Transport Nagar Branch, Jamshedpur under
the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of
powers conferred under section 13(12) read with rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued ademand
notice dated 07.09.2022 calling upon the borrower M/s Indra Construction (Prop. Rabinder Kumar) to repay the
amount mentioned in the notice being Rs. 18,80,697.43 (Rupees Eighteen Lakh Eighty Thousand Six Hundred Ninety
Seven and paisa Forty Three only) within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice.

The Borrowers having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower and the public in general that the
undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him/her
under Sub-section 4 of Section 13 of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said Act on this 05th day of December of the Year

The borrower in particular and the public in general in hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings
with the property will be subject to the charge of the Union Bank Of India for an amount of Rs. 18,80,697.43 (Rupees
Eighteen Lakh Eighty Thousand Six Hundred Ninety Seven and paisa Forty Three only).

The Borrower/ Guarantor’s attention is invited to the provision of Sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time
available to redeem the secured asssets,

EM of land and building measuring 04 katha 06 Chattak, Plot no. 1025 & 1027 under Khata no. 16 situated at Mauza -
Hesag, PS. No. 247, Dist - Ranchi, Jharkhand

Date:05.12.2022
Place : Jamshedpur

Authorised Officer
Union Bank Of India




