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ALMANAC

Updated: OCTOBER 31, 2022 5:00 PM

Forecast: Scattered thunderstorms

Temp: 28
oc

Humidity: 81%

Sunrise: 6:05 AM

Sunset: 5:37 PM

Month & Paksham:
Tithi: Ashtami: Nov 01 01:11 AM

to Nov 01 11:04 PM
Navami: Nov 01 11:04 PM

to Nov 02 09:10 PM

Nakshatram: 
Shravana: Nov 01 04:15 AM

to Nov 02 02:53 AM
Dhanishta: Nov 02 02:53 AM

to Nov 03 01:43 AM

Rahukalam: 2:50 PM to 4:15 PM

Yamagandam:  9:08 AM to 10:34 AM

Varjyam: 06:41 AM to 08:12 AM

Gulika: 11:59 AM to 1:25 PM

Amritakalam: 05:04 PM to 06:35 PM

TODAY

VIJAYAWADA WEATHER

PNS n AMARAVATI

In a setback to former minister P
Narayana, a Chittoor court has can-
celled the bail granted to him in
connection with Class 10 examina-
tion question paper leak case. The
Chittoor court further said that
Narayana should surrender to the
police before November 30.

The Chittoor One Town Police
filed a petition seeking the cancel-
lation of the bail of Narayana and
the Chittoor IX Additional court
issued orders cancelling the bail. A
total of eight people were arrested
in this case, out of which two were
Government teachers and the rest
were staff belonging to the
Narayana School.

Kapu YSRCP brass vows 
to keep flock together

Court cancels
bail to Narayana

PNS n GUNTUR

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) nation-
al executive member Kanna
Lakshmi Narayana has urged Chief
Minister Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy
to provide a 5% quota to the Kapu
community out of the 10% reserva-
tions of EWS reservation. 

In a letter to the Chief Minister
here on Monday, Kanna Lakshmi
Narayana said that Kapu, Balija, and
Ontari communities are socially
and economically backward.
Several committees and
Commissions including the
Manjunadha committee identified
them as economically backward
communities.Moreover, all political
parties in the state are consensus in
their public statements and electoral
manifestos that Kapus needed to be
considered for reservations.

“I request you to honour the res-
olutions made by the earlier
Assembly and the stand taken by
your preceding government in pro-
viding 5% exclusive reservations to
Kapu, Balija, and Ontari commu-
nities out of 10% EWS reservation
provided by the Central govern-
ment to the Economic Weaker
Sections,” he appealed the Chief
Minister.

BJP seeks 5%
quota for Kapus

QUESTION PAPER 
LEAK CASE

SAMBASIVA RAO M
n AMARAVATI

In a strategic move against Telugu
Desam Party (TDP), the main oppo-
sition party in Andhra Pradesh, the
ruling YSR Congress Party (YSRCP)
has launched a direct attack in the
name of the development of three
regions. 

After the success of the 'Visakha
Garjana', the YSRCP organised the
'Rayalaseema Atma Gourava Maha
Pradarshana' in Tirupati and initi-
ated a welfare plan in the Amaravati
region by publishing a Gazette
through which the government said
it is determined to construct hous-
es for the poor in the capital city. 

Though there is a mixed response
from the public in general, the
YSRCP leaders are expecting that
they could corner the TDP by pro-
jecting it as a detrimental force for
the development of three regions and
welfare in Amaravati, with the pres-
ent political strategy. On the one
hand, the ruling party has been
building an opinion that Amaravati
is the capital of neo-rich and elite
people, and on the other, it is send-
ing out the message that the TDP is
opposed to housing for the poor in
the capital. At the same time, it is also
strongly advocating that the TDP-
proposed single capital model would
lead to concentrated development,
creating wealth for certain sections
of people. 

It may be worth mentioning here
that just before the 2019 General

Elections, the then CM N
Chandrababu Naidu also took up
'Dharma Porata Deeksha', a politi-
cal campaign against Prime Minister
Narendra Modi demanding fulfil-
ment of undelivered promises to AP.
But, it was a big blunder by the TDP
at that time which landed the party

in opposition, since he did not fight
against the real opposition YSRCP
in the State. Now, Chief Minister YS
Jagan Mohan Reddy has launched an
offensive against his real counterpart,
that is TDP. 

Reacting to it, Chalasani
Narendra, a political analyst,
observed that both the successive
chief ministers of residuary Andhra
Pradesh mishandled the Capital.
The former CM N. Chandrababu

Naidu delayed the construction of
the capital, spent overtime on graph-
ics designs, and started construction
of the actual capital only just before
the General Elections.

Chandrababu Naidu, apparently
thought that he wanted to construct
the capital in two tenures, instead of

within five years of his mandate.
When it comes to the YSRCP, it
seems that Chief Minister YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy wanted to ensure the
capital is not located at Amaravati,
from Day 1, he added. 

Narendra further said, "Since the
elections are nearing, there are sys-
tematic political approaches to build
Amaravati sentiment again." 

In fact, the capital was supposed
to be between Guntur and

Vijayawada when the Andhra State
was formed. But, due to a lack of
political will, it went to Kurnool at
that time. Then, the capital was shift-
ed to Hyderabad, under a big polit-
ical plot. No politicians tried for
emotional integration, which led to
another bifurcation of the State. As
no one has been seeing the Capital
of the State from the administration's
point of view and everybody is
looking for political gains, the situ-
ation has turned chaotic. It is now
affecting the entire development of
the State. Business activity is also
affected due to this dilemma. There
is an insecurity feeling among the
public." 

Krishnanjaneyulu, a political ana-
lyst and senior journalist, observed
that the YSRCP is encouraging the
three capitals concept only to gain
political benefits. He observed, "My
question is, if there is truth in the
argument that the entire North
Andhra would be developed only
through the Executive capital, then
the same should be demanded by the
Rayalaseema people also instead of
going ahead with the proposal for
Judicial capital. As there is no
demand for Executive capital from
the people of Rayalaseema, we see it
as a political motive of the YSRCP." 

In addition to that, the YSRCP's
move to accord primacy to three
capitals agenda without much accent
on the flagship  'Navaratnalu' has
exposed the ruling party loss of  con-
fidence in its welfare schemes, he
observed. 

ADVANTAGE YSRCP IN CAPITAL GAME 

ONE SHOT, THREE BIRDS

On the one hand, the ruling party has
been building an opinion that Amaravati
is the capital of neo-rich and elite people,
and on the other, it is sending out the
message that the TDP is opposed to
housing for the poor in the capital. At 
the same time, it is also strongly
advocating that the TDP-proposed 
single capital model would lead to
concentrated development, creating
wealth for certain sections of people. 

PNS n AMARAVATI

After considering the request of the
flex manufacturing owners, the
AP government has taken a deci-
sion to postpone the implementa-
tion of plastic flex ban from
November 1 to January 26. The
decision was taken after consider-
ing their request on Monday.

In fact, the flex manufacturing
owners explained that they need to
change the existing technology,
material. 

Apart from this, many more
practical problems were involved in
the process and hence they request-
ed the State government to recon-
sider the decision on the plastic ban
in Andhra Pradesh. 

Implementation of
plastic ban in AP
deferred to Jan 26

WORKERS WALK OUT OF IPHONE
FACTORY, HIGHLIGHTING VIRUS WOES

HM, TEACHERS FILE AFFIDAVITS
IN HC NOT TO ILL-TREAT STUDENTS

EPFO RELAXES WITHDRAWAL
NORMS FOR EPS-95 SUBSCRIBERS

R
etirement fund body EPFO on Monday decided to allow withdrawal of
accumulations in Employees' Pension Scheme 1995 (EPS-95) for
those subscribers who have only less than six months of service left.

Currently, the Employees' Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) subscribers
who have less than six months of service left are allowed to withdraw the
accumulations in their employees' provident fund account only. The EPFO's
apex decision making-body Central Board of Trustees (CBT), headed by
Union Labour Minister Bhupender Yadav, at its 232nd meeting held on
Monday recommended to the government to make certain amendments in
the EPS-95 scheme, a labour ministry statement said. 

FIRST PILOT OF DIGITAL RUPEE
TO COMMENCE FROM TODAY: RBI

T
he Reserve Bank said the first pilot of the Central Bank Digital Currency -
- Digital Rupee (Wholesale segment) will be launched on Tuesday for
transactions in government securities. The use case for the pilot is

settlement of secondary market transactions in government securities, the
RBI said in a statement on Monday. Nine banks -- State Bank of India (SBI),
Bank of Baroda, Union Bank of India, HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank, Kotak
Mahindra Bank, Yes Bank, IDFC First Bank and HSBC -- have been identified
for participation in the pilot. The RBI also said the first pilot of Digital Rupee -
Retail segment is planned for launch within a month in select locations in
closed user groups comprising customers and merchants.

W
orkers who assemble Apple Inc.'s newest iPhone walked
away from a factory in central China following virus
outbreaks and complaints of unsafe working conditions,

highlighting the clash between the disease's enduring risks and
efforts to restore the global flow of goods. Employees started
leaving the Foxconn factory in Zhengzhou after some fell ill in mid-
October and received no treatment, according to an employee who
asked not to be identified by name. He said Foxconn has begun
requiring face masks and disinfects the workplace daily but work
continues normally.

T
he headmistress, warden and the teacher of a 126-year old school in
Bengaluru have filed personal affidavits in the High Court of Karnataka
that the children will not be ill-treated. This came after the HC directed

them to "treat them like their own children." Some students from the girls'
convent school in Bengaluru went missing after misunderstanding with
the teachers. They were traced in Chennai following a habeas corpus
petition and produced before the Court. Finding that there was
"disturbance not only in the family of the students as well as in the society
at large," the headmistress, warden and the teacher under whom the
children are studying were directed to file their personal affidavits.

PNS n MORBI

Police on Monday arrested nine per-
sons, including four from the Oreva
group that was managing the Morbi
suspension bridge, and filed a case
against firms tasked with mainte-
nance and operation of the British
era structure which collapsed, killing
134 people.

Video footage emerged of the
moments before Sunday' evening's
deadly collapse, showing the bridge
snapping in a few seconds, taking
down scores of visitors seen walk-
ing on the swaying British-era struc-

ture which reopened five days ago
after extensive repair but sans a fit-
ness certificate.

"Nine people have been arrested
in the Morbi bridge collapse case.
They include two managers and two
ticket booking clerks of Oreva group
that was managing the bridge,"
Rajkot Range IG Ashok Yadav said,
informing media of the criminal
investigation into the tragedy that
has shocked the country.

The death toll in the bridge col-
lapse has mounted to 134, he said.

Callousness led to tragedy
Morbi toll rises to 134; cops arrest 9 people

SNCN ACHARYULU
n HYDERABAD

In case of an alliance between TDP
chief N. Chandrababu Naidu and
Jana Sena President Pawan Kalyan
who will give up the Chief Minister
post as both are strong contenders
for the Chief Minister’s post in
Andhra Pradesh.

There are strong speculations
about a political alliance between the
TDP and the Jana Sena. Reminding
one of the saying that ‘Two swords
cannot fit in the same sheath’ polit-
ical observers are wondering who
among Chandrababu and Pawan
Kalyan will come forward to sacri-
fice the Chief Minister’s post.

A few months ago Chandrababu
had vowed in the Andhra Pradesh
Assembly while boycotting the
House that he will return to the
Assembly only as Chief Minister.

Pawan also has a strong desire to
become the Chief Minister to make
Andhra Pradesh a ‘debt-free’ state.
So if the TDP and the Jana Sena have
an alliance who will sacrifice the
Chief Minister’s post?

TDP cadres won't agree to
Chandrababu giving up the CM’s
post. Similarly, Jana Sena workers
won't agree to Pawan Kalyan sacri-
ficing the CM’s post.

If one of these two leaders does-
n’t give up the CM’s post their
workers may not work sincerely dur-
ing elections to make the other
leader the CM. The Kapu commu-
nity of Pawan Kalyan which plays a

prominent role in AP politics has
long been dreaming of one of them
becoming the Chief Minister.

When megastar Chiranjeevi
entered politics the Kapu commu-
nity thought their community may
get a chance of getting the Chief
Minister’s post for the first time. But
Chiranjeevi ended his political career
without becoming the CM.

Now, the Kapu community has a
lot of hopes about Jana Sena
President Pawan Kalyan becoming
the Chief Minister. If Pawan Kalyan
agrees to make Chandrababu the

CM, that will upset the Kapus and
Jana Sena activists belonging to the
Kapu community may not work to
make Chandrababu the CM. That
may affect the prospects of Jana Sena
candidates also.

In case Chandrababu agrees to
make Pawan the CM, TDP workers
may not work to make Pawan the
CM. Another problem is that TDP
workers strongly hope that their
leader Chandrababu will become the
CM again after the next Assembly
elections as they think that there is
a lot of opposition to Jagan among
the public.

Jana Sena cadres also expect that
their party will be able to put up a
good show in the next Assembly
elections. Many leaders of both par-
ties are expecting Assembly tickets.

If the TDP and the Jana Sena have
an alliance around 50 per cent of the
leaders of both parties will lose their
chance to become MLAs due to seat
adjustments both parties will lose
half the seats. 

There are chances of backstabbing
in both parties which will help the
YSR Congress.

Meanwhile, both the TDP and the
Jana Sena are trying to have an
alliance with the BJP to topple
Jagan. The BJP is reportedly saying
that if the TDP agrees to make
Pawan the CM they are ready for an
alliance. The BJP has already told the
Jana Sena that they will not agree to
make Chandrababu the CM under
any circumstance. AP politics is like-
ly to see a lot of twists in future.

PNS n SYDNEY

Robots are taking on more tasks in
the world's cities and making life eas-
ier for residents but by doing so cre-
ate more challenges for policy mak-
ers.

Humans are steadily handing
over responsibility for the day-to-day
running of cities to robots.

The masters of the mundane no
longer have beating hearts.

Driverless cars and trains, service
robots in shops, drones that deliver
meals or purchases, automated phar-
macists and 3D printing are just
some of the more visible signs of a
robot-driven metropolis.

And away from the public gaze,
traffic systems, policing, waste man-
agement and healthcare are being
given over to machines that can
process data far more efficiently than
any human.

Technological advances in
robotics are driving the develop-
ment of smart cities so much that
it's inspired an entire field of
research cal led Robot-City
Interaction (RCI), where the inte-
gration of robots in urban ecosys-
tems and how they can improve

quality of life is a major field of
study. Human-Robot Interaction
(HRI) is another rapidly evolving
f ield of  research.  The
Massachusetts  Institute of
Technology (MIT) divides HRI
into four areas:

How humans, robots can co-exist
Remote control vehicles for
hazardous tasks or in
inaccessible environments;
Driverless passenger vehicles
including planes, trains and
automobiles; Human-robot
social interaction involving
robots that entertain, teach,
comfort and nurse children, the
elderly, autistic and the disabled.

PNS n AMARAVATI

The change of the name from NTR
University of Health Sciences (NTR
UHS) to YSR University of Health
Sciences has now come into force,
with the assent of the
Governor. The State
Government published a
Gazette, enacting the Act
of Dr. NTR University of
Health Sciences
(Amendment) Act, 2022
on Monday. 

MT Krsihna Babu,
Principal Secretary,
Health, Medical and
Family Welfare Department, said, “In
exercise of the powers conferred by
sub-section (2) of Section (1) of Dr.
NTR University of Health Sciences

(Amendment) Act, 2022 (Act No. 19
of 2022), the Government of Andhra
Pradesh hereby appoints October 31,
2022 as the date on which the provi-
sions of the said Act shall come into
force”.

It may be worth men-
tioning here that the
TDP strictly opposed
the change of the name
of the university. But the
YSRCP government has
maintained that as YS
Rajasekhar Reddy intro-
duced Arogyasri and
the majority of the med-
ical colleges are being

constructed during the YSR and
Chief Minister YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy governments, the change
would be apt. 

Governor’s nod for name
change of NTR UHS

TDP, JANA SENA ALLIANCE BID

CM post bone of contention 

P3CM SUPPRESSING 
KAPUS: TDP 

2 2 2

2

̈ Give full marks to Jagan for uplift of the community
PNS n RAJAHMUNDRY

Galvanising its efforts to keep its
Kapu vote bank intact, the ruling
YSR Congress Party (YSRCP) has
drawn up a strategy with the
involvement of its senior leaders
including ministers, MLAs, and
others.

As part of it, a meeting was
organised here on Monday during
which YSRCP Kapu leaders said in
unison that YSRCP is the only party
that is committed to the welfare of
the community. Prominent YSRCP
leaders who took part in the meet-
ing were Deputy Chief Minister
Kottu Satyanarayana, Ministers
Botsa Satyanarayana, Ambati
Rambabu, Gudivada Amarnath,
MLAs Kurasala Kannababu and
Jakkampudi Raja.
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PNS n AMARAVATI

In the name of regional
development, the YSRCP has
been playing divisive politics
in the State, alleged TDP
senior leader and former
Minister Kalava Srinivasulu
in a press conference on
Monday at the party head-
quarters at Mangalagiri in
Guntur district. He alleged
that despite holding the gov-
ernment in the hands of the
YSRCP leaders were doing
nasty politics in different
regions including the protests
in Rayalaseema. He observed
that the YSRCP government
has had the opportunity to
develop the Rayalaseema
region for the last three and
half years, but they have
been shedding crocodile
tears now in the name of
protesting for development. 

It is the responsibility of the
people in the government to
ensure the development of the
Rayalaseema, instead of doing
so, the YSRCP leaders were
doing protests, and rallies in
the streets only to divert the
attention of the public from
their failures, Srinivasulu
alleged. 

Srinivasulu said that the
YSRCP was dividing people

into regional and community
lines. The people elected the
party to develop the State, but
not for dividing the public, he
maintained.  

“The most surprising thing
in the State is, the ruling
YSRCP leaders themselves are
agitating for the development
of the Rayalaseema region.
But, the question is on whom
they are protesting. Is it the
protest against the YSRCP
government for not develop-
ing the region for the last

three and a half years of their
rule?” he questioned. 

The TDP leader pointed out
that the sitting MLA of the
ruling YSRCP, Bhumana
Karunakara Reddy, has taken
out a rally stating that injus-
tice is being done to
Rayalaseema. The YSRCP
MLA has been claiming that
the 1937 Sri Bagh agreement
is not being implemented,
Srinivasulu said. 

Stating that the TDP took
all possible measures for the
overall development of the
Rayalaseema region, in its
previous tenure, Srinivasulu
said that since the power is
now in the hands of the
YSRCP, it is the ruling party
that should take the steps for
the progress of the region. The
TDP leader questioned who
was opposing the ruling party
if they develop the
Rayalaseema region. 

Instead of developing the
region, the ruling party lead-
ers themselves were raking up
trouble in Rayalaseema, the
TDP leader added. 

He stated that Chief
Minister YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy, who belongs to the
Rayalaseema did not take any
initiative till now for the
development of the region. 

YSRCP doing divisive
politics, says Kalava

Court cancels
bail to... 

Continued from Page 1

The Chittoor Court in May
this year had granted bail to
P Narayana in connection
with the leak of a Class 10
question paper on April 27.
Narayana is the founder of
the Narayana Group of
Educational institutions
which runs over 600 schools
and junior colleges in the two
Telugu states. The TDP leader
was granted bail on May 11
and was asked to submit two
personal sureties of Rs1 lakh
each for the bail.

Narayana was arrested on
a complaint by a district edu-
cational officer on April 27
which said a question paper
on the Telugu subject of the
Class 10 examination was
being circulated in WhatsApp
groups by some unknown
persons. 

Continued from Page 1

The meeting passed three resolutions
one of them being the formation of a
Kapu forum with Kapus occupying
nominated posts including Zilla
Parishad chiefs to decide on the activ-
ities for  the welfare of the communi-
ty. It also resolved to hold a door-to-
door exercise to apprise people of the
work put in by the State government to
ensure the uplift of Kapus. The third
resolution is to hold one-on-one meet-
ings between senior Kapu leaders and
other leaders within the party to chalk
out their future course of action.

Speaking to the media after the
meeting, Education Minister Botsa
Satyanarayana said that no one had

worked harder than Chief Minister YS
Jagan Mohan Reddy for the uplift of
Kapus. During his tenure, he enacted
the decisive policy to categorise Kapus
as part of BC-D category which made
them eligible for numerous benefits
from the government. There are four
Cabinet ministers from the Kapu com-
munity. Even at the local level, two
Mayors, seven Municipal Chairmen,
and 44 MPP candidates belonging to
the Kapu community were elected
from the YSRCP. This is much higher
than during all previous governments.

Water Resources Minister Ambati
Rambabu asked the public to be wary
of the opposition whose only objective
is to use Kapus as a vote bank. He said,
'In the current dispensation, Kapus no

longer have to pay second fiddle to an
untrustworthy leadership. They are
able to lead a life of dignity and respect
today with a government and a Chief
Minister who is committed to protect-
ing each and every Kapu family in the
State. Do not fall prey to the nefarious
strategy of the Opposition that only
believes in the ‘use and throw’ policy.

Recalling the atrocities of the
Chandrababu Naidu government,
Rambabu said, “The previous TDP
regime indulged in many anti-Kapu
activities. It promised reservations and
then backtracked. Later, it likened
those fighting for the Kapu cause to ter-
rorists. After coming to power, Jagan
Mohan Reddy's government has not
just aided the community through

schemes, but has also raised the status
of Kapus in the society.’' 

The minister also condemned the
harsh comments made by Jana Sena
Party chief Pawan Kalyan against
Kapus. “Recently, we all saw how
Pawan Kalyan used derogatory lan-
guage against Kapus. I want to alert all
Kapus, especially the youth, not to get
swayed by someone who has abused
your entire community. Have a close
look and you will realise that it's only
the YSRCP government that has served
the interests of Kapus. Statistics are
proof of the fact that the order and scale
of the welfare of the Kapu community
have been unparalleled during the
Jagan Mohan Reddy government,” he
said.

Continued from Page 1

Robots that perform routine
tasks under human supervision;

Remote control vehicles for
hazardous tasks or in inacces-
sible environments; Driverless
passenger vehicles including
planes, trains and automobiles;

Human-robot social interac-
tion involving robots that enter-
tain, teach, comfort and nurse
children, the elderly, autistic and
the disabled.

For now, at least, all robots
are controlled by humans, either
steered by continuous manual
movement or intermittently
monitored and reprogrammed
by human supervisors.

But what happens in the
future with HRI is open to con-

jecture.
HRI is applied in almost all

robot tasks mentioned above
and marks the ongoing disrup-
tive era of the fifth industrial
revolution, where human needs
for customisation and more
involvement in machines' evo-
lution.

The rise of robots is forcing
policy makers worldwide to
invest in supporting the devel-
opment of urban infrastructures
that integrate robotic technolo-
gies.

Sydney Metro is revolution-
ising how residents in
Australia's largest city travel
with fast, reliable driverless
metro services.

The project boosts public
spaces with vibrant transport

precincts, combining urban
renewal and better transport
connections.

Sydney joins 42 cities around
the world including Singapore,
Vancouver and London that
run 64 fully-automated metro
services.

More than half of those are in
Asia China alone will have 32
fully-automated metro lines
across 16 cities by the end of
2022.

However, experts say that
automation cannot be success-
ful without human perspectives.

The digital disruption asso-
ciated with the fourth indus-
trial revolution challenged
established ways of doing
business, social interaction,
and how humans think,

according to an analysis by Kai
Riemer, a professor of infor-
mation technology and organ-
isation at the University of
Sydney.

He says it is essential to be
strong on the human side of the
HRI, understanding how tech-
nologies change the world
rather than just dabbling in the
technology itself.

In most developing countries,
HRI is still in its infancy. In
Bandung, Indonesia, which
launched its smart city in 2015,
officials tried to implement it
via Bandung Command Centre,
which included app-based city
management and development
control systems; integrated
smart government and smart
society; and CCTV-based city

monitoring.
Bandung Smart City still

faces many challenges and
opportunities. Information and
communication technology
(ICT) infrastructure must sup-
port citizens' participation as a
sustainable smart city is based
on humans.

And in the disruptive era of
IR 5.0, the extent to which
stakeholders are likely to adopt
HRI robots to improve cities'
services remains a challenge.

In the era of disruptive tech-
nologies, business leaders and
policymakers should look for-
ward, identify the technolo-
gies that could affect them and
determine how to shape mar-
kets and policies to serve their
interests.

PNS n AMARAVATI

Chief Minister YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy congratulated
Minister for Medical and
Health Vidadala Rajini, offi-
cials, and staff of the depart-
ment on receiving two Global
Digital Health Awards.

The Minister, accompa-
nied by the Principal
Secretary (Medical and
Health) MT Krishna Babu,
met the Chief Minister at his
camp office here on Monday
and apprised him of the
details of the awards. 

The Minister received the
awards at the Global Digital
Health Summit-2022 held
recently in New Delhi. 

The awards were present-
ed in recognition of the
reforms introduced in the
Medical and Health
Department that brought
medical services closer to
the commoners in the State.

AP gets two
health awards

How humans, robots can co-exist...

‘Sita Ramam’ team celebrates
Telugu cultural festival in US

Kapu YSRCP brass vows to keep flock together

PNS n AMARAVATI

The 'Sita Ramam' film unit
including actor Dulquer
Salmaan, Mrunal Thakur, Hanu
Raghavapudi, producer Swapna
Dutt and others participated in
a cultural festival organised by
the Greater Washington Telugu
Cultural Sangam (GWTCS) in
Washington DC, USA, on
Sunday The GWTCS is a non-
profit organisation devoted to
the awareness and promotion of
Telugu culture in the Greater
Washington Area.

Sai Sudha Paladugu,
GWTCS president, observed,
"Language is the bridge for cul-
ture and we should protect it." 

She opined that language
would teach civilisation and it
is the responsibility of each and
every person to protect it. The
"Telugu language has a rich cul-
ture and it is our pride," she
maintained.

She further said that the
GWTCS is serving the language

and culture for the last 47 years
in the United States of America.
It is the oldest organisation in
America, she claimed. 

Speaking on the occasion,
the hero of the film Dulquer
Salmaan thanked for the sup-
port from the Telugu commu-
nity in the USA. He said that
the film became a hit in
America too.

Producer Swapna said that
the Telugu film industry pro-
vided a wide range of opportu-
nities to many people. 

Former TANA president
Satish Vemana, TANA Board of
Director Naren Kodali, newly
elected GWTCS president
Krishna Lam, former chairman
of Guntur Mirchi Yard
Mannava Subbarao, Satya
Soorapaneni, Venkatarao
Moolpuri, Tana president
Anjaya Chaudhary Lavu, Tana
Conference Chairman Ravi
Potluri, Chandra Malavattu,
Ravi Adusumilli and Rajesh
Kadaraneni were present.

Sai Sudha Paladugu, GWTCS president, with ‘Sita Ramam' team in Washington DC

Continued from Page 1

A day after the bridge
crammed with visitors came
crashing down, sending people
tumbling into the river below,
rescue operation continued as
authorities looked for sur-
vivors.

Gujarat Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel and Minister
of State for Home Harsh
Sanghavi remained in Morbi
during the night to oversee the
rescue operation being con-
ducted by multiple agencies.

The more than a century-old
bridge on the Machchhu river
in Morbi, located around 300
km from the state capital
Gandhinagar, collapsed around
6.30 pm on Sunday.

The state information
department said five teams of
the National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF), six platoons of
the State Disaster Response
Force (SDRF), a team of the Air
Force, two columns of the
Army, and two teams of the
Indian Navy apart from local
rescue teams were involved in
the operation.

Sanghavi told reporters the
state government has formed a
committee to conduct a probe
into the bridge collapse.

Police have registered an
FIR (first information report)
on charges of culpable homi-
cide not amounting to murder
and attempt to commit culpa-
ble homicide against agencies
given the task of maintenance
and operation of the bridge.

In the FIR lodged at the
Morbi 'B' division police station
on Sunday night, police have
shown "agencies responsible
for maintenance and manage-
ment of the hanging bridge" as
the main accused.

The FIR, lodged by 'B' divi-
sion police inspector Prakash

Dekivadia, stated that the
bridge over the Machchhu
river was not in use for nearly
eight months as the local
administration had roped in a
"private agency" for its main-
tenance.

After completion of the
maintenance, the agency
opened the bridge for the pub-
lic on October 26, the FIR said.

As per the FIR, the incident
took place because of the "cal-
lous approach" of the agency
people.

The FIR further stated that
persons concerned or agencies
did not pay attention to the
quality of maintenance as well
as repair work of the bridge.

The bridge was opened for
tourists by the agency despite
knowing that their "callous
approach" in the maintenance
and management of the bridge
may lead to human deaths, the
FIR stated.

"We have lodged an FIR and
are trying to establish contact
with the Oreva company's staff
who were on duty at the bridge
yesterday," SP Rahul Tripathi
said.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, who is on a tour of poll-
bound Gujarat, remembered
those who died in the tragedy.

He paid tributes to India's
first home minister Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel on his birth
anniversary at the Statue of
Unity at Kevadia in Narmada
district.

"I am in Kevadia, but my
heart goes out to those who
died in the Morbi Bridge col-
lapse tragedy," the PM said as
he got emotional.

Troupes from across coun-
try had come to Kevadia to
perform traditional dances,
but the programme was can-
celled due to the present cir-
cumstances, he said.

T
elangana Chief
Minister K
Chandrashekhar Rao’s

dramatized allegations that
the Bharatiya Janata Party
had hatched a plan to lure
four MLAs of the ruling
Telangana Rashtra Samiti
party ended up in a fiasco. A
few days back, KCR had
announced the change in
the name of his party to
Bharat Rashtra Samiti. Not a
single soul responded to the
name change. Yet, he stayed
in Delhi for about a week
receiving cold response from
all quarters. His idea of lock-
ing horns with BJP by chang-
ing his party’s name to BRS
proved to be a damp squib.
Hence, he has unveiled the
latest drama alleging that
BJP had been trying to snatch
away TRS MLAs. 

Who are the four MLAs in
question? What is their influ-
ence? Where is the need for
the BJP to induce them?
Does anyone know about

those who are alleged to
have represented the BJP to
strike a deal? KCR confined
the four legislators to his offi-
cial quarters Pragati Bhavan
for four days and brought
them along with him to the
public meeting at Munugode.
He continued to level allega-
tions against the BJP. 

KCR has been hoodwink-
ing people for the past nine
years by staging dramas. He
is running an unorganized,
anarchic, corrupt and fami-
ly rule in the state and has
amassed thousands of crores
of rupees. With his money
power, he had won over
many opposition MLAs to
his side, after stifling voices
that questioned him. It has
become customary for KCR
to announce new sops and
schemes, while ignoring the
promises previously made
to people, as and when elec-
tions are round the corner.
The deplorable affairs in
Telangana State prove that

KCR is not worried about
administering the state. 

In 2017, the Saubhagya
scheme introduced by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
benefited 5.20 lakh families
in Telangana. Does KCR
know that 97 lakh people
benefited from Pradhan
Mantri Suraksha Yojana
(implemented as part of
Ayushman Bharat), 57 lakh
benefited from Pradhan

Mantri Jan-Dhan Yojana, 48
lakh from Jeevan Jyoti insur-
ance scheme, 7 lakh from
Pradhan Mantri  Kisan
Samman Nidhi Yojana and
an equal number of aged
people from Atal Pension
Yojana?  Under various
schemes, over Rs 1,06,000
crore has been transferred to
the bank accounts of the
beneficiaries. In 2022-23
alone, Rs 9,000 crore was

transferred to their accounts.
Under the Jal-Jeevan
Mission, over 38 lakh homes
received drinking water tap
connections. The Centre
sanctioned Rs 321 crore to
4.84 lakh street vendors.
Under Ujjwala scheme, 11
lakh families received LPG
connections. Under Smart
City scheme, the govern-
ment released Rs 196 crore
each to cities of Warangal

and Karimnagar. 
When the Centre

is doing so much
to develop
Telangana, neither
KCR nor KTR speak
positively about the
Modi government. Modi
is providing internet facility
to every village through the
optical fiber network scheme.
So far, 6,900 got the facility
in Telangana.

Under PMAY, over 2.60
crore houses were built for the
homeless. At a time when an
additional one crore homes are
almost ready, KCR sought
allotment of only 2.50 lakh
houses. Fearing that the fraud
being perpetrated by him in
the name of 2 BHK houses
would come to light, he did
not send the requisition to the
Centre for allotment of addi-
tional homes. He is preventing
poor people from realizing
their dream of owning a house. 

The Centre sanctioned Rs
3 lakh crore for development

of national high-
ways passing
through the
state. During
the past eight

years,  national
highways up to a total

length of 5,000 km have been
developed in the state.  Five
greenfield expressways are
being developed in the state
at a total cost of Rs 70,000
crore. For electrification of
railway lines, Rs 9,125 crore
was allocated to Telangana
during the current fiscal year.

The AIIMS built  at
Bibinagar near Hyderabad
at a cost of Rs 1,028 crore has
commenced classes for
MBBS students and Out-
patient services.   

Like the KCR government
in Telangana, the Kejriwal
government in Delhi talks
more and works less. It is
spending hundreds of crores
for propaganda alone. The
Delhi government gave
scholarships to the tune of Rs

20 lakh to students, but the
publicity expenses relating to
it crossed Rs 19 crore! The
Delhi liquor scam has made
it clear that the Kejriwal gov-
ernment gave a concession of
Rs 2 on each liquor bottle,
but pocketed crores of rupees
from traders as kickbacks. In
the procurement of new
buses too, huge amounts
changed hands. When the
Delhi Lieutenant
Government ordered a CBI
probe into these scandals, the
Kejriwal government started
leveling fake allegations
against the Modi govern-
ment at the Centre. 

Like Kejriwal, KCR is now
leveling false allegations against
the Modi govt. Out of fear that
his misdeeds would come to
light, the TRS government has
denied general consent for the
CBI to launch probes in the
state. If KCR and Kejriwal are
indeed providing pure and
clean administration, they need
not worry about CBI probe. 

Y SATYA KUMAR 

BJP National Secretary 

TRULY 

SPEAKING

KCR has been hoodwinking people for the past
nine years by staging dramas. He is running an
unorganized, anarchic, corrupt and family rule
in the state and has amassed thousands of
crores of rupees. With his money power, he had
won over many opposition MLAs to his side,
after stifling voices that questioned him. It has
become customary for KCR to announce new
sops and schemes, while ignoring the promises
previously made to people, as and when
elections are round the corner. The deplorable
affairs in Telangana State prove that KCR is not
worried about administering the state. 

If KCR and Kejriwal are clean, they won’t have to fear CBI

YSRCP was dividing
people into regional
and community lines.
The people elected
the party to develop
the State, but not for
dividing the public,
he maintained.  

PNS n PRODDATUR

A branch of Dr. Care Homeo
hospital was launched at
Proddatur in Andhra Pradesh
on Monday. Tollywood hero-
ine Mehreen of F-3 fame, who

participated as chief guest and
popular health activist Dr.
Veeramachineni Ramakrishna
inaugurated the hospital.

Dr Care Group Chairman,
Dr. A M Reddy was also pre-
sent.

Dr. Care' opens
branch in Proddatur

Callousness 
led to tragedy
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PNS n AMARAVATI

Countering the criticism of the
YSRCP, the TDP Kapu leaders
reacted by saying that Chief
Minister YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy is oppressing the Kapu
community in the State.

The TDP senior leaders,
including former ministers
Kimidi Kala Venkatarao,
Nimmakayala Chinarajappa,
other leaders like Bonda
Umamaheswara Rao, MLC
Ashok Babu and others lam-
basted the YSRCP government
on Monday, in a series of press
conferences from the party
headquarters at Mangalagiri.

Venkata Rao criticised that
the Kapu leaders in the YSRCP
were supporting Jagan Mohan
Reddy, who was suppressing
the community, from day one
onwards of getting into power.
“Could you dare  reveal what
was done by Jagan Mohan
Reddy for the Kapus in last
three years?” Venkatrao ques-
tioned the Kapu leaders in the
ruling party. “The Chief

Minister appointed Goutham
Reddy as Chairman of
Fibrenet, who stated that there
was nothing wrong in killing
Vangaveeti Ranga”, he main-
tained. The Kapu leaders were
contesting from Rajampet Lok
Sabha since the independence,
but Jagan Mohan Reddy gave
the seat to Midhun Reddy.
“Was it not an injustice to the
community?” he observed. 

Bonda Uma observed that,
the Kapu community across
the State should ask the YSRCP
leaders for not sanctioning
five percent reservations to
the community in the State. 

Chinarajappa observed that
when the TDP provided 5
percent reservations to Kapus,
the YSRCP government
removed it as soon as Jagan
Reddy became as Chief

Minister. At the time of pass-
ing the Bill for Kapu reserva-
tions, the then TDP govern-
ment followed all the rules and
Supreme Court guidelines, he
added. 

Ashok Babu said that the
TDP government did many
welfare schemes for the Kapus,
but the YSRCP government
did not even honour their
promises. 

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Machilipatnam MP
Vallabhaneni Balashowry and
Vijayawada MP Kesineni
Srinivas (Nani) handed over
the boarding passes to a few
passengers of the first Air
India Express flight to Sharjah
(Dubai) at the Vijayawada
International Airport at
Gannavaram on Monday
evening.

The first Air India Express
flight from Sharjah landed at
the Vijayawada International
Airport with 50 passengers
on board. It was welcomed
with Royal Water Salute by two
fire tenders spraying water on
the flight as soon as it landed
on the runway at the airport.
The flight services from
Gannavaram to Sharjah com-
menced on Monday and the
Air India Express will operate
two flight services per week on
Monday and Saturday.

MPs Balashowry, Kesineni

Nani along with Airport
Director M Lakshmikanth
Reddy welcomed the passen-
gers who arrived from Sharjah.
They handed over boarding
passes to a few passengers
leaving for Sharjah at
Gannavaram. About 122 pas-
sengers took the Air India
Express flight to Sharjah on
Monday evening.

Meanwhile,  the Andhra
Pradesh Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
Federation (AP Chambers)

hailed the commencement of
Air India Express 'Vijayawada
-Sharjah direct flight. AP
Chambers has been persuad-
ing AAI and various airline
operators to commence direct
flights from Vijayawada to the
UAE and Singapore as these
two centres will enable passen-
gers to get connected to almost
all countries. UAE has a 40 per
cent Indian population of
which a sizable chunk is from
the catchment area of
Vijayawada. 

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The students of Nirmala High
School, along with teachers,
distributed food items to 150
poor families residing in the
slum area of Autonagar in
Vijayawada on Monday. The
students distributed 13 kg of rice
to each family besides oil, wheat
flour, sugar and other food
items.According to school prin-
cipal Sister Gibi Antony, the
Nirmala Institute has been
observing October as 'Charity
Month' and distributes rice,
cash and other items donated by
the students to the poor com-

munities. “The philanthropy
programme implemented by
the school with an aim to
increase service readiness
among students is yielding sat-
isfactory results,” she said.She
further said that 13 kg of rice,
oil, dal, wheat flour, sugar and
other food items were distrib-

uted to 150 families of
Autonagar. The students keep
their savings for October and
give it to the school at the end
of the month. The programme
is being successfully organised
because of the support of the
students as well as the parents,
she added.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The Recruiting Office (HQs),
Chennai, will be conducting
recruitment rallies at the
District Sports Complex,
Vellore, Tamil Nadu to enroll
candidates, as Agniveer
(Men), Agniveer (Women
Military Police), Soldier
Technical Nursing Assistant/
Nursing Assistant
(Veterinary) and Junior
Commissioned Officer
(Religious Teacher) into the
Army from November 15 to
29. 

The candidates from the
States of Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana and Tamil Nadu,
have to register for these ral-
lies as per respective applic-
ability and eligibility criteria.
It is mandatory for candidates
to bring all the documents
listed in the respective rally
notification as uploaded on
www.joinindianarmy.nic.in.
The formats of the docu-
ments are also given in the
notification itself. Any candi-
date reporting to the rally site
without complete documents
and in incorrect format
(especially the affidavit) will
not be allowed to participate
in the rally.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

City police arrested five
accused in connection with
the murder of a builder
Peetala Appalaraju (Raju)
from Vizag. Raju was brutal-
ly murdered at his residence
in Santi Nagar under the
Nunna police station limits
on October 31, 2021. The
police nabbed the accused on
Monday and recovered the
weapons used to murder
builder Raju. West DCP K
Srinivasa Rao produced the
accused before the media
and said the builder Peetala
Raju was murdered due to
the sexual harassment of a
married woman, who is the
wife of a mason living in the
same building. The police
arrested the accused Kothari
Sai Kumar, Vengala Bhavani
Sankar, and three women
Vengala Siva Parvati, Kothari
Sudha Revati, and Tummala
Chudamani. During the
course of the investigation,
the police came to know that
mason Sai Kumar, his wife
Revati, and his cousin Sankar
had brutally murdered Raju.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

A workshop was held under
the chairmanship of G Sai
Prasad, Principal Secretary,
Land Administration Revenue
(Lands) to create awareness of
revenue records and their reg-
ularization with the District
Revenue Officers on Monday.
The workshop was held at the
Mangalagiri CCLA office,
issues related to assigned lands,
prohibited lists, house sites,

land resurvey, and others were
discussed at length, and aware-
ness was created.

Speaking on this occasion,
Sai Prasad said that the district
revenue officials have been
ordered to prepare detailed
reports of 22-A list lands in the
new districts across Andhra
Pradesh. In order to prepare
the lists, awareness was creat-
ed on the category-wise divi-
sion of assigned lands, govern-
ment lands, Endowments/waqf

lands, dotted lands, and other
lands. After the formation of a
new district, how to maintain
records and prepare reports for
each district was thoroughly
discussed and explained dur-
ing the workshop.

Additional CCLA &
Secretary A MD Imtiaz, Lands
Joint Secretary G Ganesh
Kumar, Vigilance Joint
Secretary Dr. Aparajita Singh,
Revenue officers, staff and
others were present.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Visakhapatnam district
emerged champions in the
Tennis League Championship
organised by the Sports
Authority of Andhra Pradesh
(SAAP), in boys, girls and men
categories. The two-day SAAP
Tennis League Championship
was held at the Tennis Complex
at the Indira Gandhi Municipal
Corporation (IGMC) Stadium
in Vijayawada on Monday.

The winners and runners-up
of the SAAP Zonal Level League
took part in the State-level
tournament.Visakhapatnam's V
Parinitha Kutti displayed an
outstanding performance and
bagged titles in girls’ Under-10
and Under-12 categories. Also,
Visakha boys Revanth Rishi
and A Nishith clinched the

titles in Under-8 and Under-16
categories, respectively. K
Srinivasa Rao of Visakhapatnam
and S Aaron Ronaldinho of
Anantapur became winners in

men’s and Under-18 sections. 
Later, a prize distribution

function was held at the Tennis
Complex. SAAP Leagues con-
vener S Durga Kumar present-

ed medals to the winners. NTR
District Sports Authority’s ten-
nis coach Y Siva Ramakrishna
and Guntur DSA coach Sk
Ahmed were present. 

PNS nVISAKHAPATNAM

US Consul General Jennifer
Larson travel led to
Visakhapatnam for the first
time. During her stay, she vis-
ited Saint Joseph’s College for
Women, met with students
and alumni, viewed the Vizag
city skyline and the Bay of
Bengal from Kailasagiri, and
attended a reception onboard
the HMAS Adelaide, an
Australian naval vessel.

“Visakhapatnam represents
so much of the dynamism of
the US-India partnership,”
said Consul General Larson.
“We’re sponsoring English
classes at Saint Joseph’s. We’re
organising cultural and edu-
cational programmes at the
American Corner on the
Andhra University campus,
and our militaries regularly
conduct joint exercises based
out of the Eastern Naval
Command. 

It’s a great illustration of
the depth and breadth of
US-India relations.”

Consul General Larson
began her tr ip to
Visakhapatnam with a visit to
Saint Joseph’s College for
Women, which has hosted a
US government-sponsored
English Language Fellow
since 2019. The US
Department of State funds
the English Language Fellow
programme, an initiative
wherein highly qualified US

educators participate in
extended fellowships at aca-
demic institutions through-
out the world.

After Saint Joseph’s College
for Women, Consul General
Larson travelled to Andhra
University, where she met
with Vice Chancellor Prasad
Reddy. 

Andhra University hosts an
American Corner, a cultural

outreach centre that features
guest speakers, movie screen-
ings, English language class-
es, book clubs, education
advising for US universities,
and celebrations of American
holidays. 

Consul General Larson vis-
ited the American Corner,
which opened in 2021, and
met with students and alum-
ni of various US-government
sponsored exchanges.

Consul General Larson
then took a drive up to
Kailasagiri for a view of the
Visakhapatnam skyline and
the Bay of Bengal. 

She concluded her trip by
attending a reception
onboard the HMAS Adelaide,
a Canberra-class landing heli-
copter dock ship. 

The Adelaide is visiting
Visakhapatnam as part of
Indo-Pacific Endeavor 2022,
an initiative coordinated by
the Australian Defence Force
to strengthen engagement
and partnerships with region-
al security forces.

US Consul General visits Andhra varsity

Consul General Jennifer Larson along with students at the American Corner in
Andhra University, Visakhapatnam.

Visakhapatnam shines in Tennis League

Boys
Under-8: Revanth Rishi
(Visakhapatnam), Y Parthik (East
Godavari)
Under-10: Y Krish (NTR district),
V Bhuvan Dheeraj (Narsapuram)
Under-12: B Yaswanth

(Visakhapatnam), K Vincent
(Guntur)
Under-14: Y Tejith (Guntur), K
Vincent (Guntur)
Under-16: A Nishith
(Visakhapatnam), J Sai Manvith
(YSR Kadapa)

Winners and runners-up

Girls
Under-8: P Atharva (Guntur), P
Sukthi (Palnadu)
Under-10: V Parinitha Kutti
(Visakhapatnam), M Mohani
Kairavi (East Godavari)
Under-12: V Parinitha Kutti
(Visakhapatnam), G Joshita
(Guntur) Under-14: R Hassini
(Visakhapatnam), G Joshita

(Guntur)
Under-16: Y Bhavana
(Visakhapatnam), R Haasini
(Visakhapatnam)
Under-18 (Mixed): S Aaron
Ronaldinho (Anantapur), T
Raghav (NTR district)
Men: K Srinivas
(Visakhapatnam), M Raj Kumar
(YSR Kadapa)

First flight to Sharjah takes
off from Gannavaram airport

Vizag emerging as a go-to
destination for companies

CM suppressing Kapus: TDP
“Could you dare

reveal what was

done by Jagan

Mohan Reddy for

the Kapus in last

three years?”

Venkatrao

questioned the

Kapu leaders in

the ruling party.

Nirmala School shows the way

Workshop on revenue records held

According to school principal Sister Gibi

Antony, the Nirmala Institute has been

observing October as ‘Charity Month' and

distributes rice, cash and other items donated

by the students to the poor communities.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Heavy rainfall is likely at iso-
lated places over South
Coastal Andhra Pradesh and
Rayalaseema today and
tomorrow, Meteorological
Centre said on Monday.

In a daily weather report
here, it said thunderstorms
accompanied by lightning are
likely at isolated places in
South Coastal Andhra
Pradesh and Rayalaseema
from  October 31 to
November 4

The same situation would
prevail in  North Coastal
Andhra Pradesh & Yanam
from November 1 to 3.

Dry weather prevailed in
Coastal Andhra Pradesh &
Yanam ( Puducherry) while
rainfall occurred at one or two
places in Rayalaseema during
the last 24 hours.

The lowest minimum tem-
perature of 17.5 degree Celsius
was recorded at Arogyavaram
in the plains of the State on the
intervening night of Sunday
and today, the report added.

Heavy rain
likely in AP

PNS n ELURU

The sacred Harati was per-
formed to the river Godavari
at Gospadhaksetram in
Kovvur on Monday. Minister
for Home Taneti Vanita and
MP M Bharat Ram attended.

The Tirumala Tirupati
Devastanam’s Dasa Sahitya
project conducted the holy
programme of performing
sacred Harati to the river
Godavari. The priests led by

Pagadala Thirdhacharyulu
performed the 'harati' to the
River Godavari.

Two punts and a launch
were decorated with flowers on
the river Godavari and the pro-
cessional deities of lord
Venkateswara and his con-
sorts Sridevi and Bhudevi,
which were brought from hill
shrine Tirumala, were placed
on the launch and taken a raid
and Harati was given. Devotees
released earthen lamps on

plantain stems on the river on
the occasion of the auspicious
Kartika Somavaram.

A large number of devotees
thronged to witness the devo-
tional programme. Dasa
Sahitya project officer Pagadala
Anandacharyulu said that dur-
ing the auspicious
Kartikamasam 'harati' is per-
formed on the embankment of
the river Godavari as the river
Godavari is the biggest river in
South India.

‘Harati’ performed to River Godavari

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh has emerged
as a popular State for organi-
sations to launch or expand
their businesses in Southern
India, creating a plethora of
hyper-local opportunities,
according to apna.co.
Visakhapatnam, the most pop-
ulous city in the state, also
became the epicenter for job
opportunities with 50 percent
of the overall jobs opportuni-
ties created by small busi-
nesses in the city.

At present, apna has 5,000
employees in Andhra Pradesh
with around 2500 from
Visakhapatnam alone. The
most in-demand job cate-
gories in Visakhapatnam
included Telecalling, Business
Development, Delivery

Person, Field Sales, Data Entry.
In just a few months since
launching in the city, apna.co
has become the trusted hiring
partner for large companies as
well as small businesses. There
has also been an increase in
job applications in the last 90
days. 

In fact, more than 1,30,000
job applications were received
in the last 90 days for various
job roles, with telecalling/tele-
sales, business development,
field sales and delivery being
the 3 most prominent job cat-
egories across Visakhapatnam.
Areas such as Gnanapuram,
Dwaraka Nagar,
Madhurawada, Gajuwaka and
Siripuram were amongst the
most popular parts amongst
both employers and job seek-
ers in Visakhapatnam.

Mystery behind
murder of builder
unravelled 

Army recruitment rally
from Nov 15 to 29

PNS n TIRUPATI

In connection with the annu-
al 'Pushpayagam' in Tirumala
temple on November 1,
'Ankurarpana' was held on
Monday evening.

After 'Mrutsangrahanam'
in Vasanta Mandapam,
'Ankurarpanam' or
'Beejavapanam' was held in
'Yagashala' of Tirumala tem-
ple. TTD EO AV Dharma
Reddy, VGO Bali Reddy,
Peishkar Sreehari were also
present.

‘Ankurarpana' for
‘Pushpayagam' 
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PNS n VIJAYAWADA

A dream of five generations has
come true! As a result of the
hard work put in by NTR
District Collector S Dilli Rao,
the State government has iden-
tified 'Nakkala' families as trib-
als. After 100 years, these fam-
ilies got Scheduled Tribe (ST)
caste certificates from the
Revenue Department.

Nakkala families organised
celebrations at the NTR district
collectorate in Vijayawada on
Monday after receiving the
caste certificates, which they
had been demanding for the
past two decades. They danced
and thanked the Collector.

As many as 147 Nakkala
families residing in Mylavaram
and Vijayawada received ST
caste certificates from Collector
Dilli Rao, MLAs Malladi
Vishnucand Velampalli
Srinivasa Rao at the collec-
torate on Monday.

The Nakkala families migrat-
ed from Tamil Nadu to Andhra
Pradesh in the 19th century and
settled in Mylavaram. They

make a living by selling garlands
of beads and flower decorations.
However, their children are
facing severe troubles both in
education and job scenarios.

The community has been
urging the State government to
identify them as tribals and
issue ST caste certificates since
2003. Even after the State gov-
ernment identified them as
STs, due to lack of proper iden-
tification, there was a problem
in issuing ST certificates. So,
they met the NTR District
Collector and once again

requested him to solve their
problem.

Collector Dilli Rao gave spe-
cial focus to the matter. With the
assistance of his officials, he
took a detailed report about the
Nakkala families and learned
that about 150 families were
residing in the district. Of them,
56 families are living in New
Raja Rajeswari Peta and the
remaining families, at
Mylavaram.

After getting full details, the
Collector invited them to the
World Tribal Day function and

talked to them along with MLA
Malladi Vishnu. They under-
stood the community’s lifestyle
and the problems they were fac-
ing and assured them of issuing
ST caste certificates
soon.Subsequently, he brought
the matter before Chief Minister
YS Jagan Mohan Reddy. After
a thorough inquiry, the Chief
Minister agreed to identify
Nakkala families as tribals and
issue ST certificates.

Following the directive of
CM Jagan, the Collector, MLA
Vishnu Vijayawada West MLA
Velampalli Srinivasa Rao dis-

tributed ST caste certificates to
Nakkala families.  With these
caste certificates, they will get
benefits of all welfare schemes
and educated people will get
jobs.

NTR District Joint Collector
S Nupur Ajay Kumar, Trainee
Deputy Collectors S Rama
Lakshmi and Khatif Kousar
Bano, District Tribal Welfare
Officer Rukmandaiah, DEO
CV Renuka, DSO Komali
Padma, IDCS PD Uma Devi
and others were present at the
certificate distribution pro-
gramme.

PNS n ELURU

District Collector V Prasanna
Venkatesh has directed the
concerned officials to take strict
measures for the security of
Electronic Voting Machines
(EVM). 

The Collector here on
Monday, inspected the EVMs
and VVPAT storage godown at
the Collectorate along with the
officials of the Revenue and
Election Department.

On this occasion, he exam-
ined the arrangements related
to the protection and security
of EVMs. He informed that as
per the guidelines of the
Election Commission, the
EVM and VVPAT godown are
being inspected from time to
time and a comprehensive
report is being sent. The con-
dition of the CC cameras
installed at the EVM godown
was examined and necessary
instructions were issued to the
concerned officials and staff.

The police guards on duty at the
EVM godown should be con-
stantly alert by inquiring about
the attendance of the staff at the
EVM godown. The District

Collector was accompanied by
Superintendent of Election
Department Prasad, depart-
ment staff Lakshminarayana,
Rajesh, and others.

PNS n GUNTUR

District Collector M
Venugopal Reddy flagged off a
'national unity' rally was organ-
ised here on Monday com-
memorating the birth anniver-
sary of India’s first Home
Minister Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel.Collector Venugopal
Reddy, Joint Collector G

Rajakumari took part in the
rally. The rally began at the
Collector's office and ended at
BR stadium.Speaking on the
occasion, the Collector said
that because of the steps taken
by the then Union Home min-
ister Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
the princely states merged in
India. He lauded Vallabhbhai
Patel as a visionary and pio-

neer. He also played a signifi-
cant role in the freedom strug-
gle, the Collector said.   The
Collector since 2014 the birth
anniversary of was organised
national unity day across the
country on the directions of
the Central government. Large
number of students, DRO K
Chandrasekhar Rao and other
officials took part in the rally.

PNS n ELURU

Home Minister Taneti Vanita
has lauded the services of police
personnel and the friendly
policing concept is yielding
good results. The Home
Minister inaugurated a blood
donation camp in Kovvur as

part of police commemora-
tion week celebrations.As many
as 400 people have donated
blood in the blood donation
camps today. Speaking on the
occasion, the Home Minister
said that blood saves lives and
all should donate blood. During
road accidents, the injured per-

sons need blood, she said and
exhorted all to donate blood.

She praised the police per-
sonnel for their services during
the Coronavirus pandemic
period risking their lives. The
efficient policing has won the
confidence and goodwill of
people, she claimed.

PNS n KADAPA

The police seized 32 red
sanders logs at various places
in the forest areas in the
Annamayya district.

SP V Harshavardhan Raju
told the media on Monday
that a police team led by SI B
Srikanth Reddy conducted a
raid on October 30 at Y village
and seized 2 red sander logs
weighing 571 kg.

A red sander smuggler
Singanamala Ravi was arrest-
ed. Based on the information

given by Ravi, the police team
conducted another raid at the
Guntikadapalli forest area in
Nandaluru mandal and seized
27 red sander logs weighing
571 kg which were kept ready
to be exported. 

The police also conducted a
raid at a forest area in Y village
limits and seized 3 red sander
logs weighing 76 kg and arrest-
ed smuggler N Subramanyam.
The police in the 3 raids
seized a total number of 32 red
sanders logs worth Rs 9.01
lakh.

PNS n ELURU

District Collector V Prasanna
Venkatesh has directed the
concerned officials to resolve
the applications received dur-
ing the 'Spandana' expedi-
tiously.

At the 'Spandana' pro-
gramme held in the Godavari
meeting hall in Eluru
Collectorate on Monday, peti-
tions were received from
people for the solution of var-
ious problems. On this occa-
sion, the Collector said that
the concerned officials should
investigate the appeals of the
complainants in the field and
conduct a transparent inves-
tigation and resolve them to
the satisfaction of the com-
plainant. The applications
received in Spandana should
be dealt with in good faith
and not reopened. 

They want to show quali-
ty solutions to the applica-
tions received in Spandana
and solve them within the
stipulated time, he said. He
made it clear that there was
no negligence in the settle-
ment of the petitions. 276
applications have been
received for redressal of var-
ious issues under the
'Spandana' programme.

PNS n KADAPA

The police seized 2 kg of ganja
and arrested two persons in
Proddatur.

ASP Prerna Kumar told the
media in Proddatur on Monday
that on a tip-off, a police team
arrested the accused near the
government general hospital in
Proddatur town, when the key
accused was on his way to sup-
ply it to local peddlers.  On inter-
rogation, the key accused
Jigireddy Gowri Naidu con-
fessed that he had been selling
ganja for the last 5 years and that
two cases were registered against
him previously.The arrested was
identified as Jigireddy Gowri
Naidu (59) from Buchampet vil-
lage of Rolugunta in
Visakhapatnam district.  The
other two were Jambu Ramesh

(49) of Khajipet and Syed Lalu
(56) of Yerraguntla of the YSR
district.ASP Prerna Kumar
advised the youth not to spoil
their precious lives by consum-
ing ganja drugs, gutkha, and
other intoxicating substances.
Meanwhile, Superintendent of
Police KKN Anburajan took
stringent measures to curb the
ganja menace in the district.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Marking the birth anniversary
of Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel
and honouring his lofty mis-
sion of national integration and
service towards the cause of the
nation, the Waltair Railway
Division observed National
Unity Day on Monday with
special events.

The Waltair Division organ-
ised ‘Run for Unity’ on the
occasion. Divisional Railway
Manager Anup Satpathy led
the gathering from DRM
Office to Visakhapatnam rail-
way station. Officials, staff

from various departments,
sports persons, Scouts and
Guides and Civil Defense per-
sonnel participated in the Run
for Unity.

Speaking on the occasion,
the DRM said that Sardar
Vallabhai Patel, the first
Deputy Prime Minister of
India and former Union Home
Minister, had been credited
with the Unification of India.
He provided all of us an oppor-
tunity to reaffirm the inherent
strength and spirit of our
nation to withstand the actu-
al and potential threats to the
unity, integrity and security of

our country, he said.
After paying floral tributes

to Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel,
the Pledge on National Unity
day (Rashtriya Ekta Diwas)
was administered by DRM
Anup Satpathy to a large gath-
ering of Railway officials. The
Integrity Pledge and unity run
was organised in various units
in the Division. ADRM (Infra)
Sudhir Kumar Gupta, ADRM
(Operations) Manoj Kumar
Sahoo, Senior Divisional
Personnel Officer RNA Parida
and other branch officers and
staff took part in the pro-
gramme.

‘National unity' rally taken out

3 held with 2 kg ganja

Home Minister lauds police services 

ASP Prerna Kumar
advised the youth
not to spoil their
precious lives by
consuming ganja
drugs, gutkha, and
other intoxicating
substances.  

Officials directed to provide
foolproof security to EVMs 

32 red sanders logs seized

Resolve 'Spandana'
grievances
expeditiously: Collector

Nakkala families get ST certificates
‘Aim is to give their due to
marginalised sections’

C
ollector S Dilli Rao has
said that his aim is to
give their due to the

marginal sections in society.
"It is my pleasure to fulfil the
dreams of Nakkala families.
They have been waiting for an
identity for five decades. With

the support of the State
government, I could fulfil their
dreams. Their children will
receive all benefits from the
State government and also
obtain the fruits of ST
reservation in job
recruitment," he said. 

‘Run for Unity', a tribute
to Iron Man of India Patel

WORLD GREEN CITY 

Hyd turns a model
for vertical gardens 
PNS n HYDERABAD

The city has excelled garden city
of Bengaluru and Delhi in terms
of development of vertical gar-
dens. Compared to these two
cities, the vertical gardens is more
by 105 pillars. 

Formerly Delhi and Bengaluru
excelled in vertical gardening.
Urban bio-diversity wing of the
GHMC developed vertical gar-
dens with special themes. The
GHMC officials said that the ver-
tical gardens not only attracted the
people of the city, but other
metro cities also want emulate
Hyderabad model of vertical gar-
dens development.  Under living
green category, the city received
World Green City award given by
International Association of
Horticulture Producer at an event
held in South Korea. Hyderabad
is the only city chosen for this
honour in the country. Flyovers
in Greater Hyderabad are deco-
rated impressively with vertical
gardens. The biodiversity division
of the GHMC is initiating mea-
sures to check pollution and
reduce increasing day tempera-
tures through vertical gardening.

Under Harita Haram too, verti-
cal gardens are being grown. 

Each vertical garden has auto-
matic drip-irrigation facility.
Decorative plants are being raised
to embellish the pillars to the
delight of pedestrians and vehi-
cle riders. The flyovers at
Begumpet, Punjagutta, Telugutalli
flyover, the one at Jubilee Hills
Road No. 45, flyover at Masab
Tank, flyover at Basheerbagh, the
one at Khairatabad, Shaikpet fly-
over, biodiversity junction flyover,
APJ Abdul Kalam Flyover and
other flyovers at Secunderabad,
Nalgonda X Roads, Balanagar,
Musi Bridge at  Nagole and other
flyovers have been provided with
vertical gardens with local themes. 

Use of sub-standard Isopropyl
alcohol causes health hazards
PNS n HYDERABAD

Indian Pharmacopoeia (IP)
certification should be made
mandatory for isopropyl alco-
hols (IPA) used in pharma
applications by the Union gov-
ernment as usage of IPA is
fraught with risks, say experts. 

Indian IPA manufacturers
allege that cheap IPA fails to
meet various critical parame-
ters covered in Pharmacopoeia
standards such as UV
absorbance test, identification
of unsaturated hydrocarbons
and rapidly carbonisable mate-
rial. They further added that
use of such sub-standard non-
pharma grade IPA adversely
affects the quality of drug,
exposing millions of Indian

consumers to severe health
hazards. It also jeopardises the
reputation of the country's
pharma industry.

Vikas Biyani, Retd Assistant
Commissioner, Food and Drug
Administration said, "The
recent embarrassing incident
in Gambia due to contaminat-
ed cough syrup, originating
from an Indian company high-
lights how contaminated raw
materials are being used by the
pharma industry. They are
severely compromising the
quality of drugs and risking the
lives of millions, not only in
India but globally. The incident
also tarnished India's reputa-
tion as a pharmacy to the
world. In this particular case,
WHO has already issued glob-

al alerts against the Indian
company. In response, various
FDA authorities have issued
orders stating that all pharma
manufacturers need to procure
solvents complying to pharma-
copoeia standards directly
from manufacturers. While
actions are now warranted, a
proactive approach would have
prevented such an incident.
Isopropyl alcohol is a key sol-
vent for multiple drugs that
carry similar risk of contami-
nation and health hazard,
hence requiring urgent atten-
tion."

IPA is a colourless, flamma-
ble liquid with a strong odour.
It is used in the manufacture of
a wide variety of industrial and
household chemicals and finds

major application in produc-
tion of bulk drugs and drug
formulations which are vital in
the pharma manufacturing
process. It is also used as a
common ingredient in prod-
ucts such as hand sanitisers,
antiseptics and disinfectants.
Solvents such as IPA, Toluene,
Acetone and others are import-
ed in bulk and stored in a com-
mingled fashion in shore tanks
located at Kandla, Vizag and
other ports. 

These solvents get contam-
inated at various handling
stages starting from loading at
the port to getting delivered to
end-users. The contamination
either comes from tank cars or
dissolution of lacquers from
inside coating of metal vessels.

PNS n HYDERABAD

Environment Protection
Training and Research Institute
(EPTRI) has signed a
Memorandum of Understan
ding programme with the
Commissioner of Technical
Education, Government of
Telangana.

This is for a joint collabora-
tive programme of education,
research, training, student and
faculty capacity-building in the
field of environment and allied
subjects between the two insti-
tutions.

Vani Prasad, Principal
Secretary to Government of
Telangana and Director General
EPTRI, and Navin Mittal,
Commissioner of Technical
Education, Government of
Telangana, have signed the MoU.

MoU signed for
student, faculty
capacity-building

PNS n TIRUPATI

The tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams (TTD) has set
up 30 counters with 10 coun-
ters each at Bhudevi Complex,
Srinivasam and IINC in
Tirupati to issue Slotted Sarva
Darshanam (SSD) from
November 1 onwards, said
TTD EO AV Dharma Reddy.

Speaking to the media after
inspecting counters in Tirupati
on Monday evening, the EO
said, following the decision in
TTD Trust Board during the
last meeting, it has been decid-
ed to resume the issuance of
SSD tokens to devotees in
Tirupati every day till the pre-
scribed quota exhausts for the
day.He said the devotees will

get darshan only at the sched-
uled time on their tokens.
Those who did not get tokens
will have to go to 'Vaikuntha 2'
and wait in compartments and
queue lines till their turn for
darshan."As informed earlier,
on Saturdays, Sundays and
Mondays, 25,000 tokens will be
issued while on the remaining
days 15,000 tokens. The

issuance of tokens will com-
mence from midnight onwards
that is from 00:00H of
November 1 andID cards to
book for darshan tokens is
mandatory," he maintained.
JEO Veerabrahmam, EEs
Krishna Reddy, Muralikrishna,
Sumati,  DyEO Ramesh Babu,
CIO Sandeep, VGO Manohar
and others were also present.

TTD sets up 30 counters
for issue of SSD tokens
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R Capitation fees are neither donations
nor voluntary contributions: HC

C
apitation fees collected by educational institutions and trusts can neither be treated
as donations nor voluntary contributions and they would certainly attract levy of
income-tax, a division bench of the Madras High Court ruled on Monday. The bench

of Justices R Mahadevan and Mohammed Shaffiq gave the ruling, while allowing a batch
of Tax Case Appeals (TCAs) from the Commissioner of Income Tax challenging various
orders of the Income Tax Appellate Tribunals, on Monday. The Tribunals orders were in
favour of an educational and health
Trust and nine others. Aggrieved, the
department preferred the present
appeals. The bench held the amounts
collected by the assessees are
capitation fees in quid pro quo for
allotment of seats in deviation of the
Tamil Nadu Educational Institutions
(Prohibition of Collection of
Capitation Fee) Act, 1992.

SC refuses to entertain PIL seeking
special courts for economic offences

T
he Supreme Court on Monday refused to entertain a PIL seeking a direction
to the Centre and states to establish special anti-corruption courts in every
district to decide cases related to economic offences like money laundering

and tax evasion within a year. A bench headed by Chief Justice Uday Umesh Lalit
said there were special courts for lawmakers and for conducting speedy trials in
sexual offence cases against children, and setting up more such courts will over-
burden the lower judiciary. "It
becomes extremely difficult for us
to manage...There are special courts
for MPs and MLAs. There are
POCSO (the Protection of Children
from of Sexual Offences ) courts. "If
we have more special courts then
the other courts get overburdened...
. Why should we micromanage
everything," said the bench which
also comprised justices S Ravindra
Bhat and Bela M Trivedi.

Dengue infection tally crosses 
2000-mark in Delhi

O
ver 1,200 cases of dengue have been reported in the national capital in October,
taking the infection tally of the vector-borne disease beyond the 2,000-mark so far
this year, according to a civic report issued on Monday. The 1,238 cases, recorded

till October 26, is more than half of the total number of cases of dengue logged this
year. The city has also recorded 200 cases of malaria and 40 cases of chikungunya this
year, the report said. The dengue
infection tally had stood at 1,876
till October 19. Nearly 300 new
cases were logged in the week
that followed, taking the total
number of cases of dengue
reported this year in Delhi to
2,175 till October 26, according to
the report released by the
Municipal Corporation of Delhi
(MCD).  Out of the total reported
cases, 693 were reported in
September.

Connect with Sardar Patel first,
Modi tells Congress at Gujarat rally
PNS n THARAD

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
targeted the Congress over
Sardar Patel's photo missing
from advertisements in news-
papers given by the party-led
government in Rajasthan on
Monday, the birth anniver-
sary of Sardar Patel, and
advised its leaders to first con-
nect with the man who unified
India.

The PM's attack on the
Congress came at a time when
Rahul Gandhi is undertaking
the Bharat Jodo Yatra and its
senior leader, Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot, whose
government issued the adver-
tisements, is in Gujarat for
campaigning for the upcoming

Assembly polls in the western
state. "The Congress has given
full page advertisements in at
least two dailies of the state.

Today's is the birth anniversary
of Sardar Patel. In the adver-
tisements, there is not even a
small photo of Sardar Patel. He

was a big leader of the country,
the Congress and deputy prime
minister in the government of
your Jawaharlal Nehru," Modi

said.
The PM was speaking at a

rally at Tharad in Banaskantha
district after inaugurating or
laying the foundation stones of
various development projects
in the region.

"They want to unite the
country (referring to Bharat
Jodo Yatra of Rahul Gandhi).
First connect yourself with
Sardar Patel who united the
country. What an insult! The
people of Gujarat will not take
this insult lying down," he
said. The Rajasthan govern-
ment on Monday gave adver-
tisements in Gujarat dailies
highlighting its achievements,
development and welfare pro-
grammes in the Congress-
ruled state.

Sneak peak into major bridge collapse incidents in India in recent past
PNS n NEW DELHI

As Gujarat reels from one of the
deadliest bridge collapse inci-
dents in India's recent history,
claiming at least 134 lives, PTI
recalls other such tragic
episodes that have shocked the
nation in the past several years.

According to a 2020 study
'Analysis of bridge failures in
India from 1977 to 2017', pub-
lished in international journal
'Structure and Infrastructure
Engineering', as many as "2,130
bridges" -- excluding culverts
and pedestrian bridges -- have
failed to provide intended ser-
vice or collapsed during vari-
ous phases of construction in
the last four decades.

1. Darjeeling bridge collapse
(2011): Thirty-two people were

killed and over 60 injured
when an old wooden foot-
bridge over a spring gave away,
under the pressure of crowd,
during a Gorkha Janmukti
Morcha (GJM) meeting at
Bijanbari in Darjeeling dis-
trict on October 22, 2011.

The bridge, which had been
weakened by the September 18
earthquake, collapsed when a
large number of people gath-
ered on it for the meeting.

2. Arunachal Pradesh foot-
bridge collapse (2011): Just a
week after the ill-fated
Darjeeling incident, a foot-
bridge over Kameng river in
Arunachal Pradesh collapsed
on October 29, 2011. It col-
lapsed when 63 people were
over the bridge to catch an
insect locally known as tari'.

The bridge was constructed
in 1987 and commissioned in
1992. At lest 30 people, most-

ly children, were killed in the
incident.

3. Vivekananda flyover col-

lapse in Kolkata (2016): As
many as 26 people were killed
and over 60 were injured after

an under construction 2.2 km-
long Vivekananda flyover col-
lapsed in a congested market

area in North Kolkata.
The Hyderabad-based com-

pany IVRCL, which was con-
structing the flyover, described
the collapse as an "act of God",
seeking to portray it as a nat-
ural calamity.

4. Majerhat flyover collapse in
Kolkata (2018): In a similar inci-
dent on September 4, 2018,
three people were killed and 24
were injured after a portion of
South Kolkata's over 50-year-old
Majerhat bridge caved in follow-
ing heavy rainfall in the city.

5. Mumbai footover bridge
collapse (2019): Six people were
killed and over 30 people were
injured when a footover bridge
near Mumbai's Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj Terminus
(CSMT) railway station col-
lapsed on March 14, 2019.

The at least three-decade
old bridge, connecting the
bustling CSMT with the Azad
Maidan police station, was
audited just six months before
the incident. It is maintained by
the Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC).

The natural disasters in
India, according to the quoted
study, have made the most
devastating effect on the failure
of the bridge infrastructure of
an order of "80.3 per cent" --
based on a sample size of 2,010
bridges.

Beside natural disasters, the
deterioration of material has
been the reason for "10.1 per
cent" of the failure of bridges,
while overloading has con-
tributed to "3.28 per cent" of
bridge failures.

EAM Jaishankar to represent
India at SCO meeting today
PNS n NEW DELHI

External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar will represent India
at a virtual meeting of the
Council of Heads of
Government (CHG) of the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation on Tuesday.

The CHG meeting, which is
held annually, focuses on the
trade and economic agenda of
the bloc and approves its annu-
al budget.

"The 21st meeting of the
SCO Council of Heads of
Government will be held on
November 1 in the virtual for-
mat. External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar will represent
India in the meeting," the
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) said.

It said the meeting will be
attended by SCO member

states, observer states, the
SCO secretary general and
the executive director of the
SCO Regional Anti-Terrorist
Structure (RATS).

Turkmenistan and other
invited guests are expected to
join the deliberations.

"India remains actively
engaged in various SCO
activities/dialogue mecha-
nisms in the region as well as

other multilateral coopera-
tion within the SCO frame-
work," the MEA said in a
statement.

The SCO was founded at
a summit in Shanghai in
2001 by the presidents of
Russia, China, the Kyrgyz
Republ ic ,  Kazak hstan,
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan.

Over the years, it has
emerged as one of the largest
trans-regional international
organisations. India and
Pakistan became its perma-
nent members in 2017.

The annual SCO summit
took place in the Uzbek city
of Samarkand last month.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Russian President
Vladimir Putin, Chinese
President Xi Jinping and
other leaders of the grouping
attended it.

PNS n KOTHUR

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
on Monday exuded confidence
that his party will win the
upcoming Gujarat assembly
elections, contending that there
is "massive" anti-incumbency
against the BJP while the Aam
Aadmi Party has created a
buzz in the state purely based
on advertisements and has no
support on the ground.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here during his Bharat
Jodo Yatra, Gandhi said the
march is ''not a magic wand''
but a good first step to connect
with people.

He ruled out any alliance
with the TRS, saying it is "dia-
metrically opposite" to what
the Congress stands for.

Gandhi dismissed the chal-
lenge posed by AAP in Gujarat
and said the Congress has a
solid base in the state.

"Congress is fighting the
Gujarat elections effectively
and the Congress will win the
polls. AAP is only in the air. It
has nothing on the ground," he
told reporters here to questions
on his party's prospects in
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's home state.

"There is massive anti-
incumbency. The media has
created a buzz based on the
advertisements given by AAP.
Congress party is a solid party
in Gujarat. The Congress party
is going to win the election
there," he said.

On when and where he will
campaign in the poll-bound
states of Himachal Pradesh and
Gujarat, Gandhi said, "Kharge
Ji is the president of the party
and he will decide, how I am to

be utilised."
Gandhi refused to comment

on the tragedy in Morbi where
a bridge collapsed leaving more
than 130 dead, saying he did not
wish to politicise the incident.

Asked about his remarks at
the Udaipur Chintan Shivir
that the Congress' connection
with the people has been bro-
ken and how far he has been
able to reestablish it with the
Yatra, Gandhi said, "Bharat
Jodo Yatra is a good first step to
connect with people, not a
magic wand, but still a good first
step."

Gandhi said the fight in India
today is between two ideologies
one that is seeking to divide the
nation and the other that wants
to bring the nation together.

CONGRESS PAYS TRIBUTES TO INDIRA
GANDHI ON DEATH ANNIVERSARY

PNS n NEW DELHI

The Congress on Monday paid
tributes to former prime
minister Indira Gandhi on her
death anniversary, with Rahul
Gandhi saying he is carrying
her love and values in his heart
and will not allow the India for
which she sacrificed her life to
fall apart. Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge, former
party chief Sonia Gandhi and
other senior party leaders
offered floral tributes to Indira
Gandhi at her Shakti Sthal
memorial here. "My tributes to
the first woman Prime Minister
of India, Indira Gandhi ji, on her

martyrdom day. Be it
agriculture, economy or military
power, Indira ji's contribution in
making India a strong nation is
incomparable," Kharge said in a
tweet in Hindi. In a tweet in
Hindi, Rahul Gandhi said,
"Grandmother, I am carrying
both your love and values in my
heart. I will not allow the India
for which you have sacrificed
your life to fall apart." In a post
from its official Twitter handle,
the Congress said that from
liberation of Bangladesh to
ushering in of the Green
Revolution, Indira Gandhi led
the nation through its highs and
lows.

Will win Gujarat polls, AAP
only in air, nothing on ground

HAD SSARDAR PPATEL BBEEN IINDIA'S 11ST PPM, MMANY
PROBLEMS WWOULD NNOT HHAVE OOCCURRED: SSHAH

PNS n NEW DELHI
The country would not have
faced the many problems it is
confronted with today had Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel been made
India's first prime minister, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah said
here on Monday. Addressing
students of the Sardar Patel
Vidyalaya, Shah also said the
Modi government has worked to
deepen constitutional and
democratic values, and has
strengthened the security of the

country so no one can now dare
cast an evil eye on India's
borders. "Never leave your
language. Learn all other
languages from around the world
but don't leave your native
language. Language is a form of
expression and not of your
intelligence. No one should have
inferiority complex in not
knowing English. You will have to
keep your mother tongue alive,"
he told the gathering which also
included teachers and guardians.

Order putting sedition
law on hold to continue

PNS n NEW DELHI

An interim order putting on
hold the contentious sedition
law and the consequential
registration of FIRs will con-
tinue as the Supreme Court
granted additional time to the
Centre on Monday to take
"appropriate steps" with regard
to the reviewing of the colo-
nial-era provision.

A bench of Chief Justice
Uday Umesh Lalit and justices
S Ravindra Bhat and Bela M
Trivedi was told by Attorney
General R Venkataramani that
some more time be granted to
the Centre as "something may
happen in the winter session
of Parliament".

The topmost law officer
said the issue has been under
consideration of the authori-
ties concerned and moreover,

there was "no reason to worry"
in view of the May 11 interim
order, which had put the use
of the provision on hold.

"Mr R Venkataramani, the
attorney general, submits that
in terms of the directions
issued by this court in order
dated May 11, 2022, the mat-
ter is still engaging the atten-
tion of the relevant authorities.
He submits that some addi-
tional time be granted so that
appropriate steps can be taken
by the government.

PNS n JAMMU

Thirteen Kashmiri Pandit fam-
ilies, who migrated from a vil-
lage in south Kashmir amid
'targeted' killings of members
of their community, demand-
ed on Monday that the admin-
istration register them as
"migrants".

Of the 13 families compris-
ing 43 members, 10 had left
Choudharygund village in
Shopian district and reached
Jammu on October 26. The
remaining three had reached
the city earlier.

"We have submitted a joint

application to
the office of
relief and
rehabili-
t a t i o n
commis-
sioner at
J a m m u
for regis-
tration of
the 13 fam-
ilies as
migrants in the
wake of migration
from the valley to Jammu," said
V J Kaul, a representative of the
families.

He said they have left their

village out of insecuri-
ty and it is up to the

government to
provide them reg-
istration.

Puran Krishan
Bhat was gunned
down by terror-
ists outside his

ancestral house in
Choudhar ygund

village on October 15.
Monish Kumar and

Ram Sagar were killed in a
grenade attack by terrorists
while they were asleep in their
rented accommodation in
Shopian on October 18.

Eye-stinging smog layer blankets
Delhi as air quality nears ‘severe' zone
PNS n NEW DELHI

A layer of eye-stinging smog
lingered over Delhi on Monday
as its air quality neared the
'severe' zone with stubble burn-
ing accounting for 22 per cent
of the city's PM 2.5 pollution.

The city's 24-hour average
air quality index (AQI) stood
at 392 (very poor), worsening
from 352 on Sunday. It was 354
on Thursday, 271 on
Wednesday, 302 on Tuesday
and 312 on Monday (Diwali).

The Indian Agricultural
Research Institute (IARI)
reported 2,131 farm fires in
Punjab on Monday, the high-
est so far this season, 1,761 on
Sunday, 1,898 on Saturday,
2,067 on Friday and 1,111 on
Thursday.

"Low wind speed allowed
pollutants to accumulate in the

air and the air quality index sit-
uation might deteriorate to
"severe" Tuesday morning,"
Mahesh Palawat, vice president
(meteorology and climate
change), Skymet Weather said.

According to SAFAR, a fore-
casting agency under the
Ministry of Earth Sciences, the
share of farm fires in Delhi
PM2.5 pollution stood at 22
per cent on Monday. It was 26
per cent on Sunday, the high-

est this year so far, and 21 per
cent on Saturday.

Palwat said the transport-
level wind direction and speed
is favourable for transport of
smoke from stubble burning.

According to an analysis by
the Delhi Pollution Control
Committee, people in the
national capital breathe the
worst air between November 1
and November 15 -- the peri-
od when stubble burning peaks.

Khattar administers ‘Rashtriya
Ekta Diwas' pledge
PNS n CHANDIGARH

Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar on
Monday administered the
'Rashtriya Ekta Diwas' pledge
to a gathering of officials and
others at the Haryana Civil
Secretariat at a special function
organised on the occasion of
birth anniversary of Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel.

Sardar Patel's birth anniver-
sary is observed as the
Rashtriya Ekta Diwas or
National Unity Day.

Paying rich tributes to Patel,
India's first home minister
and also known as the "Iron

Man of India", Khattar said his
contribution to integrate more
than 560 princely states into
the Indian Union was
immense. He also said that the
leader did great work for the
unity and integrity of the
country.

"At the t ime of
Independence, the country
was divided into more than
550 princely states," the chief
minister said.

Khattar said Patel inte-
grated 562 states, but three
states were left, adding that
with Patel 's  ef forts ,
Hyderabad and Junagad were
also integrated.

13 Kashmiri Pandit families urge
admin to register them as ‘migrants'

WALL CLOCK, E-BIKE MAKER OREVA GROUP AT CENTRE OF MORBI BRIDGE COLLAPSE

O
reva group, which is under
scanner following the col-
lapse of a suspension bridge

at Morbi in Gujarat that killed at
least 130 people, specialises in
CFL bulbs, wall clocks and e-
bikes and it is not known how it
managed to get the contract to
maintain an over 100-year-old
bridge. Founded by Odhavji
Raghavji Patel nearly five decades
back, the firm manufactures wall
clocks under the popular Ajanta
and Orpat brands. Patel, who
died earlier this month at the age
of 88 years, was a science

teacher at school before turning
an entrepreneur at the age of 45
years in 1971. With a turnover of
nearly Rs 800 crore, the Ajanta
Group now manufactures home
and electrical appliances, electric
lamps, calculators, ceramic prod-
ucts and e-bikes. The suspension
bridge, popularly called the
'jhoolta pul', over the Machchhu
river was closed seven months
ago for repairs and reopened on
Gujarati New Year's Day on
October 26. In March this year,
Oreva Group was awarded the
contract to maintain and manage

the bridge by the Morbi munici-
pality. It is alleged that the bridge
was opened without a fitness cer-
tificate. While the company man-
agement was unreachable for
comments, a group spokesper-
son soon after the accident had
reportedly stated that the bridge
collapsed as "too many people in
the mid-section of the bridge
were trying to sway it from one
way to the other."
The Ahmedabad-based group
through its flagship firm Ajanta
Manufacturing Pvt Ltd is also
present in business segments

including lighting products, bat-
tery-operated bikes, home appli-
ances, electrical accessories and
electronic items such as tele-
phones, calculators and LED TVs
among others.
Started as a manufacturer of wall
clocks under Ajanta Transistor
Clock Manufacturing Company,
Morbi-based Oreva Group diver-
sified into new verticals.
In its profile on its website, the
Oreva group claims that it
employs over 6,000 people but
has no mention of its construc-
tion business.

” SC grants time to Centre



T
he censorship on social media is on its way, though not called so and sugarcoat-
ed to sound like a redressal system. The new rules the government has put in place
would reign in social media like never before. The government has notified rules

under which it will set up appellate panels to redress grievances that users may have
against content posted on social media. Though it sounds rather benign, in effect it takes
away the independence and neutrality of social media platforms in a big way. Social
media content posted is already monitored but there is no mechanism to leash them.
Not anymore. Now the onus would be on social media platform to correct any incrim-
inating content posted by anyone on its platform, or else there would be consequences.
To put the mechanism of redressal in place the Centre would form panels in three months
to hear appeals on social media posts. MoS Rajeev Chandreshakhan has his reasons

for doing so he said that the move was necessitated
as  lakhs of  grievances were not responded to by social
media firms despite complaints, which is not accept-
able. These Platforms will have obligation to remove
within 72 hours of flagging, any "misinformation" or
illegal content or content that promotes enmity between
different groups on the grounds of religion or caste
with the intent to incite violence. 

Perhaps the government's motive is not to safe-
guard the individuals but to save its own skin. Lately,
many social media channels on YouTube etc have
mushroomed which are rather critical of the govern-
ment and cause it an embarrassment. Things were
different earlier as the electronic media danced to its

tunes and the government did not care much about social media. The cheap internet
and ubiquitous smartphones have been game changers. The cumulative reach of social
media now far exceeds the reach of  TV channels whose credibility and reach is fast
declining. Besides, the BJP had first mover advantage in social media but now other
political parties are also catching up. The appellate system could change all that. It is
easy now, a drop of a complaint letter from a proxy or dummy individual could set the
ball rolling and the social media platform would have to oblige without much delibera-
tions. It is backdoor censorship which could become more stringent with time. Social
media has done some very good work in exposing lies and misadventures of the gov-
ernments but that could be a thing of the past.

T
he death of at least 141 people in Gujarat’s Morbi is yet another case that high-
lights the low priority given to public safety by administration. For seven months,
the cable bridge over Machchhu river underwent repair work. On October 26,

the Gujarati New Year, it was reopened for the public, even though it didn’t have a fit-
ness certificate from the local authorities. Sandeep Singh, head of Morbi’s civic body,
told the media that the company responsible for repairs, Oreva, had to inform the civic
authorities that the bridge’s renovation was complete. This is followed with an inspec-
tion. According to him, the reopening happened “of a sudden,” resulting in the mishap.
But this raises several questions: How could a bridge be opened without the admin-
istration knowing about it? And, even if it opened without the local authorities’ con-
sent, how could they remain unaware of this fact for three-four days? Then there is

the issue of overcrowding; there is also a report that
some “mischievous kids” were shaking the ropes of
the bridge which by the way happens to be a major
tourist spot in the area. In fact, people have to pay
to use the bridge. Oreva managing director
Jaysukhbhai Patel told the media that the company
didn’t want “to overwhelm the sturdiness of the
bridge.” So, he added, it was decided to limit the
crowd and charge for an entry. Apparently, his com-
pany failed miserably in this role.

In fact, the choice of Oreva for repairing the bridge
was also surprising. The Oreva Group specialises in
the manufacture of home and electrical appliances,
wall clocks, calculators, ceramic products, e-bikes,

etc. It owns the famous Ajanta and Orpat brands. Infrastructure and construction works,
however, were never its forte. So, how could it get the contract to repair the bridge
and also collect the ticket money for its usage? It has been reported that the bridge
was supposed to open in 8-12 months, so what was the haste to open it in seven
months? And that too without a fitness certificate? Was it greed that drove the com-
pany to prepone the opening? These and other questions can be answered only after
a proper inquiry into the accident. Gujarat Home Minister Harsh Sanghavi has announced
that a criminal case has been registered and a five-member high-powered commit-
tee constituted to look into the matter. The case has been registered under charges
of culpable homicide not amounting to murder; nine accused persons are being inter-
rogated. The police have already arrested nine persons, including two Oreva man-
agers. While senior Congress leader Rahul Gandhi has said that he doesn’t want to
“politicise this incident,” his party colleagues are less forgiving. Congress MP Randeep
Singh Surjewala tweeted: “This is not a natural accident, it is a man-made tragedy.
The BJP government of Gujarat is directly guilty of this heinous crime.” Only time will
tell if the tragedy would have an impact on the forthcoming Assembly poll.

Questions galore

NATIONAL UNITY DAY

Sir — India observes October 31st as the
National unity day in memory of
SardarVallabhbhai Patel, the Iron Man of
India. He merged more than 500 prince-
ly states under the tricolor at the time of
independence. The first Deputy Prime
Minister and Home Minister of India are
stamped in our minds for his devotion
to unity and Hindu-Muslim brotherhood.
From leading the farmers of Gujarat to
playing a crucial role in the torturous
negotiations with the British for freedom
and Partition of the country. The iron
man of India was indeed one of the strong
believer in secularism, though he had
some differences with Nehru but both
had good chemistry. They were on same
page when it came to the basics of democ-
racy and governance.

To mark the occasion in 2018 PM
Modi inaugurated the 8th wonder of the
world named the Statue of Unity (182m)
to pay homage. It is much taller than any
other statue in the world. The tallest stat-
ue of Sardar Patel will always remind all
of us Indians of RashtriyaEktaDiwas. The
country will always and forever remain
grateful for his crucial efforts leading to
the integration of India. 

Tashi Baheti | Ujjain

SPARROW JOURNEY IN TESLA
Sir — Elon Musk's Tesla supercar jour-
ney finally came to an end on October
26 after buying a 9.2% stake in Twitter
on April 2, and now Twitter's sparrow is
sure to ride in a luxurious Tesla Car. The
journey of Twitter, which has been
stalled for many reasons in the meantime,
has been a bumpy ride. On April 14,
Twitter sold $15.5 billion of its Tesla
shares for $44 billion with a bid of $54.20
per share, and also took out $13 billion
in debt.

Sparrows are expensive and it should
not be surprising if the prices go up. It
would be interesting how Twitter under
Musk operates in India as the Indian gov-
ernment wants to control social media
while Elon Musk, is against controlling
content on Twitter; Twitter users are thus

in a state of ambivalence. Only time will
tell how high the new sparrow, which
advocates freedom of expression, will rise.

Datta prasad Shirodkar | Mumbai

NEHRU'S LEGACY UNDER SCANNER
Sir — Our contemporary history is being
overwritten by the politics of the day, an
exercise in palimpsest about Nehru's
mistakes that cost us all dear. However,
despite the best efforts of the people who
want to destroy Nehru's legacy they have
been unable to do so successfully. Nehru
is no longer faulted for misreading China
as six decades on we find equations
thereto are no different and as unsure. So
the thrust on him reverts to Kashmir,
though here too no headway is brought
made post abrogation of Art 370, by a clue-
less center. 

That cannot negate the reality that the
Nehru era was ahead of its times and
enabled us to sustain both democracy and
economic progress at fair levels. The first
of the famed IITs were established ahead

of our first General election of indepen-
dent India - a foresight to ensure that the
right to education goes hand in hand with
the right to vote and technological and
research institutes go to form, the bulwark
of our macroeconomics.

The newer generation may not be
expected to know our first PM and the
neo-elite troll tall characters in history that
they do not care to comprehend. Nehru
perhaps pursued a socio-political-econom-
ic line suited to the decades of the 1940s
and ' 50s, when global politics prescribed
a path of nuanced neutrality. And its util-
ity has sustained long and is now vindicat-
ed in Ukraine.  Mankind repeats mistakes
in believing that personal gain is made by
crushing others and worrying about things
that cannot be changed or corrected to then
neglect the refinement of the mind. Those
who ignore history, only repeat it.

R Narayanan | Navi Mumbai
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Gagging social media
With the new rules in place, the social media 

may have to comply with the govt dictates

PICTALK

Labourers work at a grain market during paddy procurement season, in Patiala PTI 

LETTERS TO TTHE EDITOR

How could the local authorities  be ignorant that
the Morbi bridge had no fitness certificate?

P
oliticians who were elected as MPs and

MLAs are, at times, switching their sides

from one political party to the other

according to their whims and fancies, person-

al gains, and greed. In the process, they are

making a mockery of our political system. In

Bihar state, the chief minister Nitish Kumar

Yadav took the support of different political par-

ties to remain in power twice just to score per-

sonal gains. In Telangana too, Raja Gopal

Reddy, the elected MLA of Munugodu con-

stituency on the TRS ticket resigned from the

post and again contested for the same con-

stituency after joining with the BJP, only for

his gains.This is unfortunate that our leaders

have given up values for petty gains and do

not mind flaunting their arrogance in public.

Some have the audacity to even justify their

actions in the name of religion and caste.

Moreover these turncoat leaders are top rated

opporunists and political weathercocks who

do not mind switching sides for enjoying power

at the cost of values. They shamelessly use

their money power and muscle power to win

the elections and then sell themselves for

money. 

Their actions topple governments and loss

to exchequer. This phenomenon is occurring with

almost all parties. It is high time that there should

be legislation that the person who resigns from

any political post for personal reasons will be

barred from contesting the election for at least

for next ten years.

V Nagendra Kumar | Hyderabad

SOUNDBITE

chains to a small section in
every store, the five most
basic items of food at fixed
reasonable prices ought to be
available upon display of
identification. If any extra
expenditure is to be incurred,
the government must step in
to pay. Such a measure would
ensure that no citizen, how-
ever poor, would have to go
to bed hungry. No inflation-
ary spiral would then claim
lives. A full belly would avert
the onslaught of inflation on
the populace.

As the first step to obtain-
ing the finances needed, a 10
per cent cut on all heads of
expenditure would save
approximately £100 billion.
This would enable immediate
action without the fear of
going wrong either political-
ly or economically. Apart
from dealing with a weak
national economy, the next
threat would emerge from a
global recession and falling
exports. Another £100 billion
cut must be aimed at. To
locate the heads under which
this saving can be made,
some time to study, think,
and debate with experts and
colleagues would be required.
For this, the government
must take an entire month of
consideration so that there
are no blunders of haste.

Thereafter, attention can
be devoted to bilateral trade
agreements. To start with, an
Indo-UK accord would be
desirable. The economies of
the two countries are compa-
rable in size; plus, the officials
and businesspersons of the
two countries should be
familiar with each other's
ways of working. Also, India's
armed forces and their cul-
ture were shaped under
British direction.

For example, we are
familiar with the Rolls Royce
automobile and engine, and
the post-War British combat
aircraft, which were the ini-
tial mainstay of our air force.
We cannot forget that we pur-
chased INS Vikrant, our first
aircraft carrier, from the
Royal Navy. There would be
a long list of things we can
buy from and export to the
UK, from computer chips
and spare parts for industri-
al machinery. On the other
hand, modern Britain was
built on innumerable exports
from India. Many other coun-
tries would trade with Britain,
especially if the British prices
were more reasonable to
compete in the global market.

Knowing the British char-
acter, the Conservative Party
would most likely remain
united so long as Rishi Sunak

appears to be delivered 
efficiently. The better Sunak
performs, the more the 
opposition Labour Party is
likely to get impatient. In any
case, this particular opposi-
tion party carries the image of
being pro-Pakistan. It should
also be realized that in the
event of failure, Britain's only
refuge would be to merge
with the USA; say, as four
states, England, Scotland,
Wales, and North Ireland.
These four states should be
rewarded with eight Senate
seats. If Hawai in the Pacific
Ocean can be a part of the
USA, why cannot there be
states of that country in the
Atlantic Ocean? After all,
Britain after the Second
World War has been entirely
in the American camp in its
foreign policy.

An Oxford veteran, trav-
eling in 1950, in connection
with the automobile industry,
was so cut up by the loss of
the brightest jewel in the
crown that, vented his 
disappointment. "My country
will now head towards either
sinking in the ocean or 
merging with America".

(The writer is a well-
known columnist, an author
and a former member of the

Rajya Sabha. The views
expressed are personal)

Rishi Sunak has a daunting task at hand to bail out the UK's failing economy,
it is difficult but not impossible to put it back on track

THEREAFTER,
ATTENTION CAN
BE DEVOTED TO

BILATERAL
TRADE

AGREEMENTS.
TO START WITH,

AN INDO-UK
ACCORD WOULD

BE DESIRABLE

PRAFULL GORADIA

Sunak must deliver
to remain saddled   

R
ishi Sunak, as Prime
Minister of Great
Britain, is a child of
desperation; he is not
the choice of all

British people. Most leaders in
his shoes would instinctively pri-
oritize protecting what his pre-
decessor Boris Johnson
described as "the best job in the
world". This is a mistake young
Rishi should not make. More so,
because he has been selected, not
elected, to deal with Britain's
greatest crises after World War
II. Moreover, Sunak is brown,
young as well as relatively inex-
perienced; only seven years have
passed since his first election as
an MP and his selection as PM.
He is a Hindu and not a
Christian, or a Muslim.

Incidentally, Rishi Sunak is
not the youngest Prime Minister
in British history. William Pitt
the younger in the 18th centu-
ry was only 24 years old when
he was elected to the top job. He
brought prosperity to Britain as
never before and ruled contin-
uously for 22 years. He died, as
it were, on his chair at the age of
46. Uncannily, Pitt had planned
to generate such a budget after
budget that before the end of his
rule, the treasury would be so
rich that thereafter, the country
could live off the interest earn-
ings so that the people would
have to pay no tax.
Unfortunately for him and his
people; Napoleon Bonaparte, in
his expansionist urge to be the
master of all of Europe, had
declared war and Pitt had to
finance it.

Prime Minister Rishi Sunak
might find this interesting.
Under all these circumstances,
he has few alternatives other
than finding a magical or mirac-
ulous formula to prevent Britain
from falling into a financial
ditch. However risky the formu-
la, he would have to carry the
risk. He happens to have told the
Conservative Members of
Parliament that they have no
other choice but "unite or die".
We now ought to tell him that
he must "succeed or perish" in
public life.

First things first, as an
answer to the inflation, in the
UK's small but reliable food

Today, India manu-
factures fighter
plane, tanks and
submarine. Besides,
Indian medicines
and vaccines are
saving the lives of millions of peo-
ple. Soon, passenger planes would
be made in India.

Prime Minister
—Narendra Modi

Do you know that
our Rahul Gandhi
Ji is also a Shiv
Bhakt. You can
understand who
can be the person
who reveres Lord Shiva. I am
happy that the statue got ready.  

Rajasthan CM
—Ashok Gehlout

I have seen what
happens in the last
over with spinners,
so I just wanted to
go the other way
and see if I could

finish Ash and not keep him for
the last over.
Indian skipper 
—Rohit Sharma

I am dying to go
back to India...it's
like going to a new
country every time
you cross the bor-
der in India.

Actor
—Priyanka Chopra

Greatest privilege
of my life...Will
work day in and
out to deliver.

UK Prime Minister
—Rishi Sunak

Politics for personal gains



DELHI GOVERNMENT IS PREPARING FOR CHHATH PUJA

AND BJP LEADERS ARE STOPPING WORK,

MISBEHAVING.

—AAP LEADER

SAURABH BHARDWAJ

SHOULD I POUR THIS CHEMICAL ON YOUR HEAD?

PEOPLE WILL TAKE A DIP ON CHATH AND YOU ARE

SPRAYING THESE CHEMICALS HERE.

—BJP MP

PARVESH VERMA

P
laying cards is a most popular pastime all over the world. Most
people see playing cards as games of gambling. However, due
to its universal use and timeless symbolism, people can also

feel an affinity with the cards on a subconscious level. Going deep
down the history, it can be seen that in every culture the game of cards
crept into the language and have been used as metaphors. Like, we
see many people using the phrases that ‘this guy is an Ace’ or ‘the
whole thing could fall down like a pack of cards’ or ‘he’s a Joker’.
Even though people regularly try to change the basic designs of the
cards or put famous faces on them, the mystical power of the cards
and their symbolism ensures that their original depictions retain their
longevity and popularity. 

There are a variety of card games — from those played by a sin-
gle player to others that involve several players. Enthusiasts vouch
for the enjoyable experience that card games provide, pointing out
that such games are a harmless way to kill time, especially when one
is on a train journey or waiting at the airport. However, one can learn
a few lessons from cards if one looks at them from a spiritual point
of view.

Most of us know that half the cards in the pack are in red and
the rest in black. These may be taken to represent the bright and dark
stages of this world, where righteousness prevails in the Golden and
Silver Ages and increasing darkness gathers in the Copper and Iron
Ages. The aces in the pack represent quality over quantity. The aces
have more value than cards with higher numbers. In the real world
also those who live by God's teachings are few but they are not only
looked up to by their fellow humans but also valued by God. Such
souls are a source of strength for those around them and serve as
the pillars that uphold morality and ethics in society.

That righteousness prevails over the numerical superiority of the
unrighteous is also shown in Mahabharata, where the five Pandavas
attain victory over the larger Kaurava army. Then there are the court
cards — the king, queen and jack or servant. It is notable that it is a
servant and not a subject who is represented along with the royals.
That is because although a servant may be lower in status than a
wealthy citizen, he is closer to the royal family than the subjects. The
servants of a royal household live in the premises of the royal palace,
where a commoner, however high his status, cannot enter unless he
is invited.

In the Golden and Silver Ages, when divine beings lived on earth,
their servants had the fortune of living close to them, whereas the
subjects got a glimpse of these deities only on special occasions.
Similarly, the joker in the pack is used as a substitute for any other
card. This is a representation of an all- rounder who can play any role
in the time of a crisis situation. God also tells his children to be full
of all virtues and powers so that they can perform any task when the
need arises. Such an ever ready all- rounder is an asset to any group
or organisation. So next time when you play cards with your friends
and family, keep in mind the deep and mystical side of this system.
It may definitely enhance your knowledge as well as increase your
insight into your life lessons and personal relationships.

(The author is a spiritual educator)
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FIRSTCOLUMN
A DECK OF CARDS HAS

SPIRITUAL WISDOM IN IT

POINTCOUNTERPOINT

T
he Rastriya
Swaymsevak Sangh
(RSS) is always in the

news for various reasons.
Recently, one Maulana, who
heads All India Imams
Organisation, an organiza-
tion that reportedly represents
five lakh Imams and three
lakh mosques, Imam Umer
Ahmed Ilyasi, called
Sarsanghchalak Mohan
Bhagwat as “Rashtra Pita
(father of the nation)”. Before
visiting the Muslim localities
and Mosque in Delhi, he also
reached out to a few Muslim
intellectuals and former civil
servants. It was an attempt to
dispel the fears that RSS is
anti-Muslims and anti-minor-
ity and to stress the need for
reconciliation between
Hindus and Muslims.

A few months ago, he also

rightfully made a statement
that the DNA of all Indians is
the same. The RSS has been
trying to reach out to
Muslims since 2000. He also
reached out to Dalits and
exhorted them to complete-
ly discard the caste and Varna
system. The RSS is known for
its selfless service. Its thou-
sands of Pracharaks dedicate
their lives to the cause
espoused by the Sangh; they
do not marry and eat in the
houses of their supporters. It
is a marvelous unparalleled
instance of selfless service to
the nation by individuals.

The RSS is one of the
largest socio-cultural organi-
zations in the world with
more than 5.85 lakh members
and around 57500 branches
spread in India and abroad.
The RSS was founded in

1925 on Vijaya Dashmi day
with the objective to do self-
less service to the nation
with focus on character build-
ing of the youth. It focused its
activities on consolidation of
Hindu society and its culture.

The BJP with support
from the RSS is the largest
political party in the country
as it had more than 18 crore
members in 2018. The party
draws its strength from 
support of the RSS cadres.
Large sections of the people
support the RSS for consoli-
dation of Hindu centric ideas
considering such mobiliza-
tion in other religions.

Therefore, the role of RSS
and other socio-cultural orga-
nizations is going to be cru-
cial in the progress of the
country, considering the
social milieu and influence of

international geo-politics that
impinges upon the thinking
of youths. We need to discuss
the expectations of people
from the RSS amid the emer-
gence of the BJP as the dom-
inant political force.

Ensuring social harmony
among all sections of society
and to firmly isolate the fis-
siparous anti-national forces
many of which have deep
roots and foreign linkages
and are spreading their ten-
tacles among vulnerable sec-
tions of people like
Dalits/tribal /rural areas by
taking advantage of our fault
lines is key. Also, the RSS
needs to take up the popula-
tion control issue as the car-
rying capacity of the country’s
resources to sustain the rising
population is reaching its
threshold.

Additionally, politics be
cleaned especially in states
from the vices like grip of
political/moral corruption
and criminalization of poli-
tics. Surprisingly, people are
accepting and supporting
such leaders for sectarian
reasons. Reforms in adminis-
tration of affordable justice
and change in the colonial
mindset of civil services and
its structure for better gover-
nance are also needed. Fifth,
the formulation of a common
civil code is a prerequisite for
a stable society. The Sixth and
most important is legislative
reforms through constitu-
tional amendments for a bet-
ter governed democracy.

However, the RSS appears
to be ignoring the corruption
and anti-people activities in
states. Uttarakhand is an

example where the youths
have been cheated by the
leaders of both the BJP and
Congress and the views of
independent experts com-
pletely ignored, specially fail-
ing to control settlement of
outsiders in border areas.
The RSS leadership needs to
show zero tolerance for cor-
ruption and immoral acts of
its workers and supporters in
politics if it has to savour its
image and at the same time
involve experts in various
fields because it is not only
the RSS workers but also
there are large numbers of
people who think and cease-
lessly work for the nation.

The RSS cannot take shel-
ter in projecting itself as a
socio-cultural organisation
by stating that it does not
interfere in the party’s affairs

when actually its cadres help
win elections. Another
important factor the RSS
leadership needs to take note
is that it sometimes gets over
influenced by people of 
dubious credentials especial-
ly in bureaucracy and phoney
academics which slowly
forms a ring surrounding
powerful leaders. It is very
well seen in many govern-
ment appointments.

Ministers are easily mis-
guided by bureaucrats for
their selfish gains, resulting in
power brokers continuing
their dominance. If these
suggestions are accepted by its
leadership it would be a great
tribute to the large number of
grassroots selfless pracharaks
of RSS who had sacrificed
their youth and comfort for
no material gain.

The RSS cannot keep projecting itself as a socio-cultural organisation when actually its cadres help win elections

RSS must check corruption in states, sycophancy 

(The author is former
Director General, Ministry of

Environment, Forest and
Climate Change)

RAJYOGI BRAHMAKUMAR NIKUNJ JI

Making of an inclusive
self-resilient Haryana BANDARU DATTATRAYA

THOUGH
SMALLER IN
SIZE, TODAY

HARYANA 
HAS 70

GOVERNMENT
HOSPITALS,

GIVING A
BOOST TO 

THE STATE'S
HEALTHCARE
AT PRIMARY

AND
SECONDARY

LEVEL

N
o other day can be better than
November 1 for me to share
my feelings and thoughts
about Haryana. It is Haryana
Day today, and I extend my

warm greetings and wishes to the people
of this lovely state, culturally so rich and
diverse. The sense of camaraderie among
the people of all shades in the state is so
strong and lively! On July 15, 2021, I took
oath as the 18th Governor of Haryana.
Today, I feel emotionally attached to the
state and its people, who are affable, hum-
ble, down-to-earth, simple and so straight.

The great divine message of the holy
Gita was delivered by Lord Krishna dur-
ing the Mahabharata War at Kurukshetra.
I have been to Kurukshetra many times.
I could feel the divinity of the place while
participating in ‘aarti’ at Brahm Sarovar.
I was overjoyed to visit Adi Badri, north
of Kathgarh, in the foothills of Siwalik Hills
in northern Yamunanagar district, from
where the river Saraswati originated.

The aura of Great Gurus like Sri Guru
Gobind Singh, the valour of freedom
fighter Rao Tula Ram and the farsighted
leadership of Sir Chhotu Ram – Haryana
offers more than what one’s eyes! The
magnificent Aravalli and Shivalik hills add
grandeur to the beauty of the state. It won’t
be fair if I do not reflect upon people’s
common urge to grow together in an
atmosphere of peace and brotherhood.
Their love for dairy business, sports, tra-
ditional song, dishes is quite unique.

It does not surprise me at all when I
find Haryana so close to Telangana in sev-
eral respects. There is so much similari-
ty in cultural ethos, art and craft, cuisines,
and monumental identity that sponta-
neously make us feel about the strength
of ‘Ek Bharat, Shreshta Bharat.’ Like
Telangana, Haryana’s culture is deeply
rooted in a pluralistic ethos.

In terms of development, Haryana has
undergone a multidimensional meta-
morphosis. It has fast emerged as the
development model in line with the
vision of the Prime Minister, Mr. Narendra
Modi, based on the principle that no one
is left behind. From health, education, wel-
fare of women and child, upgradation of
infrastructure to vulnerable sections of
society, the all-government approach
under able leadership of the Chief
Minister, Mr. Manohar Lal, has made a
monumental difference at the grassroots
level, accelerating the pace of making
Haryana robust, inclusive, resilient and
self-reliant as a state.

Today, Haryana boasts of having the
best infrastructure among all developed
states of the country. Its Global City, 
a mixed land use township being 
developed over 1080 acres of land in
Gurugram, is all set to redefine the con-
cept of urban development. The education
infrastructure of the state – which is
implementing the new National Education
Policy-2020 by 2025 against the national

Haryana has scripted all-inclusive development in last eight
years, worthy of being replicated by others

(The author is Governor,
Haryana)

deadline of 2030 – is one of the
best in the country. Today,
Haryana has 186 government ITIs
as compared to 142 in 2014, while
the number of ITIs in the private
sector has gone up to 225 as
against 95 in 2014.

In the last eight years, Haryana
has witnessed an ecosystem firm-
ing up which encourages institu-
tional autonomy, best and honest
practices in research. Shri
Vishwakarma Skill University
(SVSU) has been granted powers
to affiliate private institutions for
skill certification. Pursuant to the
NEP-2020, the government has
decided that all government col-
leges and universities should be
accredited by 2023. In order to
promote 21st century skills, STEM
Labs, on the lines of Atal
Tinkering Labs, will ensure expo-
sure and training to students in
3D Printing, drone technologies,
AI,  Augmented Reality, Virtual
Reality, Block Chain manage-
ment and so on.

Though smaller in size, today
Haryana has 70 government hos-
pitals, giving a boost to the state’s
healthcare at primary and sec-
ondary level. The state has 121
Community Health Centres and
640 Primary Health Centres as
compared to 470 in 2014. It has a
huge network of 2,674 Sub Health
Centres (SHCs). As on April 16,
2022, a total of 1150 Ayushman
Bharat-Health and Wellness
Centres are operational in the
state, out of which 364 are in Rural
PHCs, 684 in Sub-Centres and 102
in Urban PHCs. The number of
medical colleges has gone up to 12
from eight in the last eight years
and the number of seats in med-

ical colleges rose from 850 in 2014
to 1735.

The hike in old age pension
from Rs 1,000 to Rs 2,500 is a
reflection on the government’s
commitment to take care of elder-
ly people. Currently, about 18 lakh
senior citizens are getting old age
pension in the state. The benefits
under Ayushman Bharat -
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana have been extended to 17
lakh more families by changing
the income slab of BPL from Rs
1.20 lakh per annum to Rs 1.80
lakh per annum.

One needs to understand the
importance of Antyodaya, as envi-
sioned by great thought leader
Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhyay, in
governance. The empowerment of
the poorest among the poor
should be at the core of gover-
nance. It is praiseworthy indeed
that in the first phase of
‘Mukhyamantri Antyodaya
Parivar Utthan Abhiyan,’ there is
a target to identify around two
lakh such poor families whose
annual income is less than Rs 1 lakh,
and enhance their annual income to 
Rs 1 lakh.

Similarly, more than 33,000
poor families have been provided
with loan sanction letters for their
self-employment in three phases of
Antyodaya Gram Utthan Melas. A
massive boost has been given to
farmers’ ease of life through ‘Meri
Fasal, Mera Byora’ web portal,
where about 9 lakh farmers regis-
tered themselves in Rabi and
Kharif seasons.

A critical challenge for gover-
nance lies in enabling people to
reap benefits of schemes and ser-
vices in a hassle-free manner. As

many as 547 services and schemes
of 42 departments have been
made online on Antyodaya Saral
Portal. As many as 150 schemes
have been uploaded on DBT por-
tal, of which 94 are state schemes
and 56 centrally sponsored
schemes. A total of 29.63 crore
transactions have taken place since
2017, in which Rs 52,374 crore
have been deposited in the
accounts of the beneficiaries.

Through DBT, 36.75 lakh inel-
igible beneficiaries were also iden-
tified in the last eight years, result-
ing in a saving of about Rs 6,700
crore. During 2019-20, Haryana
was ranked first in the country for
the successful implementation of
the DBT Mission.

Three big dams are being built
from where Haryana will get 47
per cent of their waters. Nearly
14,000 ponds are being repaired.
Check dams are also being built on
the hills. Under the Jal Jeevan
Mission, fresh tap water is being
supplied to every household in all
villages by giving about 18 lakh
water connections. Only recently,
the Union Home Minister, Mr.
Amit Shah, inaugurated and laid
the foundation stone of four pro-
jects costing about Rs 6,629 crore.
These include laying the founda-
tion stone of Haryana Orbital
Rail Corridor costing Rs 5,618
crore, inauguration of Rail Coach
Refurbishment Factory in Sonipat
district costing Rs 590 crore, and
India’s first longest elevated railway
track built in Rohtak at Rs 315.40
crore. Collective efforts of all
stakeholders must continue for
accelerated and balanced develop-
ment, bringing more prosperity to
the people of the state.

There are deep messages in 
game of cards

VK BAHUGUNA
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nion Minister Rajeev Chandrasekhar on Monday announced that an Electronics
Manufacturing Cluster will be developed in Ranjangaon, Maharashtra, at a cost of Rs 500
crore.The Electronics Manufacturing Cluster (EMC) is targeted to attract an investment of

over Rs 2,000 crore, with a potential to generate thousands of jobs in the coming years."To
make Maharashtra into an electronics hub, we have approved an Electronics Manufacturing
Cluster project in Ranjangaon, Pune. The total investment of the government will be about Rs
500 crore," Minister of State for Electronics and
Information Technology Chandrasekhar said at a
briefing.With this, Ranjangaon (Maharashtra)
joins the growing roster of locations such as
Tamil Nadu, Noida and Karnataka that are making
an aggressive pitch to emerge as a vibrant
electronics hub.The overall cost for development
of the EMC is Rs 492.85 crore, out of which Rs
207.98 crore will be funded by the government
of India and balance contribution of Rs 284.87
crore will be infused by the Maharashtra
Industrial Development Corporation (MIDC),
State Industrial Agency of Government of
Maharashtra, according to a background note.

R
eNew Energy Global PLC on Monday announced its commitment to be a net-zero firm by
2040. "ReNew Energy Global PLC announced its ESG (environmental, social and
governance) targets including a commitment to hit net-zero by 2040 through its latest

sustainability report for 2021-22," a company statement said.
The 2040 commitment is 30 years ahead of India's 2070 target and more ambitious than net-
zero targets of many global energy
companies, it claimed.It aims to reduce GHG
(green house gases) emissions by 29.4 per
cent across all scopes by 2027. It is also
eying net-zero target of reducing GHG
emissions by 90 per cent across all scopes
by 2040.ReNew intends to achieve this
through a comprehensive programme of
measures. These include energy efficiency
improvements across offices and sites, clean
energy procurement, electrification of fossil-
fuel-based equipment, evaluating low-carbon
footprint raw materials, and exploring green
logistics for transportation.

A
dani Power on Monday said that the timeline for completion of the Rs 7,017-
crore deal to acquire thermal power assets of DB Power Ltd has been extended
by one month till November 30, 2022. "The parties (Adani Power and DB Power)

to the proposed transaction have mutually agreed to extend the long stop date as
30th November 2022, or achieving the closing/completion," a BSE filing stated.
Earlier in August this year, Adani

Power had informed the bourses
that it has agreed to acquire DB
Power Ltd (DB Power), which owns
and operates a running 2x600 MW
thermal power plant at district
Janjgir Champa in Chhattisgarh.
The DB Power has long and
medium-term power purchase
agreements for 923.5 MW of its
capacity, backed by fuel supply
agreements with Coal India Ltd, and
has been operating its facilities
profitably.

Electronics Manufacturing Cluster in
Maharashtra with Rs 500-cr outlay

ReNew pledges to be net-zero firm
by 2040: Sustainability report

Timeline to complete acquisition of
DB Power by Adani Power extended 

PNS n NEW DELHI

Investment in the Indian cap-
ital markets through participa-
tory notes rose to Rs 87,813
crore at the end of September,
making it the second consec-
utive monthly increase, as the
country witnesses the best
growth and earnings among
emerging markets.

Participatory notes (P-notes)
are issued by registered FPIs to
overseas investors who wish to
be part of the Indian stock
market without registering
themselves directly. They, how-
ever, need to go through a due
diligence process.

According to Securities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebi)
data, the value of P-note invest-

ments in Indian markets --
equity, debt, and hybrid secu-
rities -- stood at Rs 87,813
crore in September compared
to Rs 84,810 crore in August.

In comparison, investment
through this route was Rs
75,725 crore in July-end, Rs
80,092 crore in June-end, Rs

86,706 crore in May-end and
Rs 90,580 crore at the end of
April.

Of the total Rs 87,813 crore
invested through the route till
September 2022, Rs 79,418
crore was invested in equities,
Rs 9,156 crore in debt, and Rs
239 crore in hybrid securities.

In comparison, Rs 75,389 crore
was invested in equities and Rs
9,330 crore in debt during July
this year.

Investment via P-notes nor-
mally moves in trend with
FPI investment. When there is
a global risk to the environ-
ment, investment through P-
notes increases and vice- versa.

"Among emerging markets
India has the best growth and
earnings story. Many FPIs are
selling in China and some
money is moving to India.
But now Indian valuations are
high from a short-term per-
spective. This may restrain
capital flows to India via P-
notes," V K Vijayakumar, Chief
Investment Strategist at Geojit
Financial Services, said.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Capital markets regulator
Sebi on Monday came out
with fresh guidelines in
order to standardise the
usage of rating scales used by
Credit  R ating Agencies
(CRAs).

Issuer rating or corporate
credit rating indicates the
degree of safety of the issuer
or the rated entity with
regard to timely servicing of
all its debt obligations.

Pursuant to the consulta-
tion with the CRAs, stan-
dardised symbols and their
def init ions  have  been
devised for issuer rating or
corporate credit rating, the
Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) said in
a circular, adding that the
new guidelines will come
into force from January 1,

2023. According to Sebi, 'rat-
ing outlook' indicates CRA's
view on the expected direc-
tion of the rating movement
in the near to medium term,
whereas a 'rating watch' indi-
cates a CRA's view on the
expected direction of the

rating movement in the
short term. CRA will have to
assign a rating outlook and
disclose the same in the
press release. 

Also, the regulator has
specified standard descrip-
tors for rating watch and rat-
ing outlook.

Rating watch with positive
implications, rating watch
with developing implica-
tions, rating watch with neg-
ative implications are the
three standard descriptors to
be used for when an issuer
security is placed on rating
watch. Further, stable, posi-
tive and negative are the
standard descriptors to be
used for when an issuer or
security is placed on rating
outlook.

Also, Sebi said that rating
symbols should have CRA's
first name as prefix.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Wal-Mart India Pvt Ltd, which
operates Best Price Flipkart
wholesale stores, has witnessed
its loss widening to Rs 299.01
crore in FY22 despite its rev-
enue from operations going up,
according to financial data
accessed by business intelli-
gence platform Tofler.

Wal-Mart India, in which
Flipkart acquired 100 per cent
interest in July 2020, had
reported a net loss of Rs 200.80
crore in FY21.

The company's revenue in
FY22 grew 6.9 per cent to Rs
5,349.98 crore as compared to
Rs 5,004.88 crore for the finan-
cial year ended on March 31,
2021.Its total income also went
up 6.40 per cent to Rs 5,361.72
crore for the financial year that
ended on March 31, 2022. It

was Rs 5,038.75 crore in FY21.
Wal-Mart India's revenue

from other income was at Rs
11.73 crore in FY22.

Its total expenses in FY22
were at Rs 5,660.74 crore, up
8.03 per cent in comparison to
the previous year.

Flipkart Wholesale stores
sell personal care products,
home care appliances and

laundry utilities besides staples,
spices and snacks to kirana
stores, hotels, restaurants and
caterers (HoReCa), institu-
tions and MSMEs.As per the
information available on its
website, Wal-Mart India cur-
rently operates 29 Best Price
Flipkart Wholesale stores and
2 fulfilment centres in 9 states
across India. 

PNS n CHENNAI,

In a first, over Rs 1,000 crore
has been generated during
2021-22 in respect of projects
and industrial consultancy,
the Indian Institute of
Technology, Madras said here
on Monday.While Rs 768
crore is from projects sanc-
tioned by the State and
Central governments, Rs 313
crore is from industrial con-
sultancy. 
The major projects include
the Rs 300.28 crore,
"Education through
Information and
Communication Technology
using Direct-to-Home
(DTH)", an IIT-Madras press
release said.On the initia-
tives to enhance industrial
consultancy and sponsored
research, Prof Manu
Santhanam, Dean (ICSR),
IIT Madras, said that the
recent DTH initiative has
brought in a new dimension.

PNS n NEW DELHI

E-commerce company
Amazon India and it's joint
venture partner Patni Group-
owned Zodiac Wealth have
decided to de-list online sell-
er Appario Retail from the
company's online platform, a
joint statement said on
Monday.

An official source told PTI
that the move is aimed to
avoid any conflict of interest
and is being taken voluntari-
ly.Appario is a wholly-owned
subsidiary of Frontizo which is
a joint venture between
Amazon India and Patni
group-owned Zodiac Wealth
Management LLP.

"Amazon and India's Patni
group-owned Zodiac Wealth
Management LLP have agreed
to renew their joint venture
Frontizo Business Services
Private Limited. Partners have

decided that Appario Retail
Private Limited, a wholly-
owned subsidiary of Frontizo,
will cease to be a seller on ama-
zon.in and amazon.in/busi-
ness within the next 12
months," a joint statement
said.

Appario became one of the
largest sellers on Amazon after

Cloudtail -- a joint venture
firm between Infosys founder
N R Narayana Murthy and
Amazon -- was shut down.

"The partners will continue
to explore new business oppor-
tunities, including helping
businesses across India to scale
up their online presence," the
statement said.

PNS n JAMSHEDPUR

Three production facilities of
Tata Steel Monday received the
ResponsibleSteel certification
placing the country in the glob-
al decarborisation and sustain-
ability map, officials said.

The Tata Steel site is the first
to be certified and receive the
first ResponsibleSteel certifica-
tion in India, they said.

Its steel works, tubes division
and cold rolling mill (Bara) in
Jamshedpur have joined an
exclusive group of steel produc-
ing sites around the world to
receive the certification.

ResponsibleSteel is the steel
industry's first global multi-
stakeholder standard and certi-
fication initiative that works
with steel producers, consumers
and intermediaries for building

a sustainable steel industry by
addressing pressing challenges
including climate change, diver-
sity, human rights and more.

Tata Steel CEO and
Managing Director T V
Narendran said, "This is a his-
toric moment for Tata Steel and
an important step in our sus-
tainability journey. Globally,
the steel industry is at a critical
juncture and the larger impact
of how we produce and con-
sume steel needs to be
addressed urgently. For Tata
Steel, this has always been a very
important part of our journey
from when we first produced
steel in Jamshedpur in 1912".

The company, he said, will
work towards achieving this
recognition for all its production
sites.

CEO of ResponsibleSteel,

Annie Heaton said, "Tata Steel
has demonstrated vision, com-
mitment and has worked
incredibly hard to achieve
ResponsibleSteel certification
for its Jamshedpur site, the first
Tata Steel site to be certified and

the first ResponsibleSteel certi-
fication in India. It isn't enough
to only focus on reduced carbon
emissions. Certified sites must
also ensure that they are fully
aligned with other sustainabil-
ity objectives in the standard, for

example, ensuring good water
stewardship, creating a healthy
and safe workplace, safeguard-
ing labour rights, and engaging
with local communities and
other stakeholders".Tata Steel
has been a member of

ResponsibleSteel since October
2020.

The century-old company
has already announced its major
sustainability objectives, includ-
ing net zero carbon by 2045, net
zero water consumption by
2030, improving the ambient air
quality and no net loss in bio-
diversity by 2030.

PNS n MUMBAI

The Sensex finished above the
psychologically key 60,000-
mark while the Nifty surged
past the 18,000-level on Monday
on across-the-board buying
amid a mixed trend overseas.A
depreciating rupee and con-
cerns over the US Federal
Reserve hiking rates later this
week failed to quell investors'
appetite for stocks, traders
said.The 30-share BSE Sensex
rallied 786.74 points or 1.31 per
cent to settle at 60,746.59.
During the day, it jumped
826.85 points or 1.37 per cent to
60,786.70.

On similar lines, the broad-
er NSE Nifty advanced 225.40
points or 1.27 per cent to end at
18,012.20.UltraTech Cement
topped the Sensex gainers' chart
with a jump of 4.18 per cent, fol-
lowed by HDFC, Sun Pharma,
M&M, HDFC Bank, Larsen &
Toubro, Bajaj Finserv and Bajaj
Finance.Only three counters
closed in the red -- Dr Reddy's,
NTPC and IndusInd Bank,
slipping up to 0.66 per
cent."Investors are hoping for a
smaller rate hike by the US
Federal Reserve this week
against the earlier expectation of
a more aggressive rate increase.
This optimism has fuelled a
sharp upsurge, which has
pushed both the local bench-
mark indices above their key
psychological levels.

"Also, FIIs are looking at
local shares with renewed inter-

est, which has boosted the
investors' sentiment. However,
if the Fed adopts any hawkish
stance, markets could be in for
a steep correction in the near
term," said Shrikant Chouhan,
Head of Equity Research
(Retail), Kotak Securities Ltd.

Vinod Nair, Head of Research
at Geojit Financial Services,
said the buoyancy of Wall Street
was reflected well in the domes-
tic market, supported by sliding
oil prices following weak
Chinese factory data."US stocks
recovered from a tech sell-off on
hopes that the Fed would hint
towards dialling down big inter-
est rate hikes," he noted.In the
broader market, the BSE mid-
cap gauge jumped 1.24 per
cent and the smallcap index
climbed 0.45 per cent.

All BSE sectoral indices
ended higher, with auto advanc-
ing 1.57 per cent, followed by
teck (1.45 per cent), industrials
(1.43 per cent), consumer dis-
cretionary (1.37 per cent),
telecommunication (1.35 per
cent) and commodities (1.12
per cent).

Wal-Mart India FY22 loss
widens to Rs 299 crore

Amazon India to delist seller
Appario from its e-commerce site

Sebi issues guidelines to
standardise CRAs' rating scales

Tata Steel in global decarbonisation and sustainability map
The Tata Steel
site is the first
to be certified
and receive the
firstResponsible
Steel
certification in
India, they said.

IIT-M's consultancy and
sponsored research
crosses Rs 1,000 cr

PNS n MUMBAI

Adani group-run Mumbai
International Airport on
Monday announced the open-
ing of its renovated general
aviation terminal exclusively
for business jets from
November 1.

Spread over 753.26 square
feet, the refurbished terminal
at the country's second busiest
airport in the financial capital
can handle over 50 passengers
per hour.

The revamped terminal
offers facilities such as advance
booking of the meeting and
conference room with audio

and video aids, expansive
lounges with butler service and
round-the-clock staff-on-call,
among others, the private air-
port operator said.

The terminal handles on

average 2,400 fliers per month
through 750 domestic and
international flights on average
per month, a Mumbai
International Airport
spokesperson said.On a daily

basis, it sees some 80 fliers
arriving or departing with 25
flights on an average, he said.

In the first seven months of
2022, the airport handled
6,081 passengers at the gener-
al aviation terminal, according
to Mumbai Airport.

The terminal has been built
with an aim to support the
movement and processing of
passengers flying through
chartered flights from the air-
port, it said, adding that it
offers processing area with
customs and immigration and
immediate access to private jet
aircraft stands from the termi-
nal.

Mumbai airport opens renovated terminal for business jets
Sensex reclaims 60k,
Nifty tops 18k-mark 

PNS n NEW DELHI

The Initial Public Offering
(IPO) of DCX Systems, man-
ufacturer of cables and wire
harness assemblies, received
2.11 times subscription on
the first day of offer on
Monday. The IPO received
bids for 3,05,65,584 shares
against 1,45,11,146 shares on
offer, according to NSE data.

The category meant for
Retail Individual Investors
(RIIs) received 8.70 times
subscription, while the por-
tion for non-institutional
investors got subscribed 2.16
times. Qualified Institutional
Buyers (QIBs) quota received
3 per cent subscription.

Fresh issue aggregating up
to Rs 400 crore and an offer
for sale of up to Rs 100 crore.

The price range for the
offer is at Rs 197-207 a share.

DCX Systems IPO
fully subscribed
on Day 1

Investment via P-notes
rises to Rs 87,813 crore 

PNS n NEW DELHI

Sugar production in India,
the world's major producer, fell
14.73 per cent year on year to
4.05 lakh tonnes in the first
month of the 2022-23 market-
ing season, according to coop-
erative body NFCSFL data
released on Monday.

Mills had manufactured
4.75 lakh tonnes of sugar dur-
ing October in 2021-22 mar-
keting season. Sugar market-
ing season runs from October
to September.

National Federation of
Cooperative Sugar Factories
Ltd (NFCSFL) has pegged
sugar production at 36 million

tonnes for the 2022-23 mar-
keting season. According to
NFCSFL, the new sugar sea-
son has commenced in
Maharashtra and Karnataka.
The cane crushing operations
in Uttar Pradesh and rest of
the cane growing states would
kick off in a week's time. As
per the data, sugar production
in Maharasthra remained
lower at 80,000 tonnes of
sugar till October of the cur-
rent season, as against 1.40
lakh tonnes in the year-ago
period. Similarly, sugar pro-
duction in Karnataka reached
2.80 lakh tonnes, lower than
3.10 lakh tonnes in the year-
ago period.

India's sugar production falls 14.73 %

PNS n MUMBAI

The Reserve Bank on
Monday said it has imposed
penalties on various financial
entities, including Rs 1.76
crore on Vakrangee, for vio-
lating various norms.

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has imposed a mone-
tary penalty of Rs
1,76,00,000 on Vakrangee
Ltd for non-compliance with
certain provisions of the
White Label ATM (WLA)
directions, the central bank
said in a release. Among oth-
ers,  the regulator has
imposed a Rs 30 lakh penal-
ty on The Jammu and
Kashmir State Co-operative
Bank Ltd; a fine of Rs 6 lakh
on Mumbai-based The
Pratap Co-operative Ltd and
Rs 5 lakh each on LIC
Housing Finance and The
Mysore Merchants Co-oper-
ative Bank Ltd.

RBI imposes fines on
Vakrangee, LIC Housing
for violating norms

MARKETS RALLY FOR 3
RD

DAY
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S
oon after piquing the inter-
ests of the audience with the
spectacular teaser of his

fourth, untitled film AS04 on his
birthday, Aayush Sharma has
now introduced his leading lady,
making her debut in the enter-
tainment world- Sushrii Mishraa.

Complimenting the handsome
and enigmatically charming
Aayush Sharma, the debutante
Sushrii Mishraa is introduced by
the makers with a striking still,
flaunting her vivacious and allur-
ing avatar.

Talking about his leading lady,
Aayush Sharma shares, “We were
looking for a new name for AS04,
who is not only a fresh face but
also someone who can grab your
attention with her personality.
Sushrii perfectly fit the bill, with
not only her looks as well as her

acting skills and action abilities.
We have already shot a few por-
tions and we are thrilled to have
her on board.”

Director Katyayan Shivpuri
says, “Sushrii is more than just a
pretty face, she’s promising,
refreshing and ready to make her
mark.”

Former Miss India United
Continents 2015, the stunning
beauty is not just gorgeous but
also a national level swimmer,
horse rider and is trained in
MMA, which makes her the per-
fect fit for Aayush Sharma’s
action entertainer AS04.
Additionally, Sushrii is also
trained in dance forms like
Kathak, Jazz Funk, Odissi, Aerial
Silk rope and has been a theater
artist.

Earlier, Aayush Sharma

unveiled the teaser of the power-
packed, action entertainer with a
mysterious twist, flaunting his
suave style and impressive swag.

Currently being filmed in
Mumbai, the Aayush Sharma
starrer will be shot across the
nation.

The announcement for AS04
came in soon after Aayush
impressed the audience with the
teaser of his third film AS03,
promising an entertaining,
diverse, and impressive lineup for
2023.

Produced by KK Radhamohan,
under the banner of Srisathyasai
Arts, the yet untitled action
entertainer AS04 stars Aayush
Sharma as the lead, co-starring
Sushrii Mishraa. Directed by
Katyayan Shivpuri, the film is
slated for release in 2023.

Aayush Sharma introduces Sushrii

Mishraa as the female lead for  AS04

A
ctress Anne
Hathaway has
become pickier

when it comes to work
since she had children. 

A mother to Jonathan,
six, and two-year-old Jack
with her husband Adam
Shulman, the 39-year-old
actress explains that any
project she is asked to
take on has to be good
enough for her to justify
spending time away from
her children as well as
worthwhile for her audi-
ence, reports
aceshowbiz.com.

“The kids thing has
made me a bit choosier
because something has to
be so excellent to spend
time away from them
because they're so pre-
cious to me and they're
the most sacred part of
my life by a long shot,” she
said.

“So, when I do accept
something it puts greater
pressure on me to make it
worth the time I’ve spent
away from them. I’ve
always felt a responsibility
- with mixed results - for
the audience who are
going to see the project
that I’m going to work on,

I take it very seriously.
“Your time is your life

and your life is worth
while it together. And the
idea that I’m asking you
for your time and your
money to watch me do
this thing that I love to
do, it has to be worth it, it
really does.”

The Oscar-winning star,
who has played roles in
films such as Disney com-
edy The Princess Diaries
and took on the role of
tragic prostitute Fantine
in musical drama aLes
Miserables’, added that she
wants to be the “best
actor” she can be with her
choice of roles.

Speaking on The Jess
Cagle Podcast with Julia
Cunningham', she added,
“So there’s that side of it,
and then also I want to be
the best actor I can.

I don’t think I will ever
stop learning and that
means I want to work on
as many different roles as
I can for me the most cru-
cial part of that approach
is that I have to work with
the best directors who will
have me. I have to do that,
it's the only way I'm going
to learn.”

T
he International Indian
Film Academy (IIFA)
Weekend and Awards,

which brings together the very
best of the Indian film industry,
is back by popular demand in
Yas Island, Abu Dhabi, in
February 2023 to win our
hearts all over again! IIFA 2023
will be held in collaboration
with the Department of Culture
and Tourism - Abu Dhabi
(DCT Abu Dhabi) and Miral, Abu
Dhabi’s leading creator of immer-
sive destinations and experiences. 

Back by popular demand from
stakeholders, fans, and media
from around the globe, the 23rd
edition of IIFA will take place at
the world-class Etihad Arena, Yas
Island, Abu Dhabi - the Middle
East’s largest state-of-the-art
indoor entertainment venue from
February 9 to February 11, 2023
and will be hosted by none other
than Abhishek Bachchan, Farhan
Akhtar and Maniesh Paul. The
upcoming edition will be filled
with even more magic and enter-
tainment as we are set to witness
Salman Khan, Varun Dhawan,
Karan Johar, Kriti Sanon, and
many more in attendance.

Speaking on the occasion,
Abhishek Bachchan said, “I’m
ecstatic to be hosting the 23rd edi-
tion of IIFA at YAS Island, Abu
Dhabi. IIFA is like family to me. I
am looking forward to entertain-
ing, meeting fans, and connecting
with them globally.”

Co-host Farhan Akhtar said,
“IIFA is the only global platform
that has traveled the world. It has
bought cinema lovers closer from
all across the globe. As always, I
am looking forward to the next
edition of IIFA Weekend and
awards and am excited to be co-
hosting the 23rd edition at Yas
Island, Abu Dhabi”

Meanwhile, co-host Maniesh
Paul said, “Superly excited to be
on the stage once again to host the

23rd edition of IIFA at Yas
Island, Abu Dhabi. Itss always
fun and the reaction we
receive from the live audiences
is surreal. It’s going to be big-
ger and brighter with my
super amazing co-hosts.
Looking forward to enjoying it
and having a lot of fun”.

India and Abu Dhabi have
had strong cultural and com-
mercial ties for many decades.

IIFA Weekend & Awards will be a
celebration of togetherness and
positivity, returning to Yas Island
in Abu Dhabi and enhancing,
strengthening, and building even
stronger bonds. IIFA 2023 will be
a grand celebration of the best tal-
ent in Indian cinema, bringing
together global dignitaries, inter-
national media, fans, and film
enthusiasts worldwide.  To present
a greater opportunity for long-
term impact in tourism, business
and trade, and the film production
business for the destination.

Fans and media are welcome to
keep abreast of the latest news and
details on IIFA and Hindi cinema
by logging on to www.iifa.com or
checking out the social media
handles.

Abhishek Bachchan, Farhan Akhtar, and Maniesh
Paul to host IIFA weekend and awards, 2023

Anne Hathaway
admits motherhood
makes her pickier
with acting roles

A
ctor Daniel Radcliffe has
done a lot of work to shed
his days as the hero in the

Harry Potter film franchise. 
Even though rumors pointed to

him succeeding Hugh Jackman as
the next Wolverine in the X-Men
movie franchise, the English actor
is debunking all those claims,
reports Deadline.

“It’s purely a press tour rumor; I
say something, and then occasion-
ally I get bored of answering that
way so I say something different,
and that sets it off again. I should
just never open my mouth,” he
recently told GQ in an interview.

Being easily identifiable by a

role is something Radcliffe knows
can be difficult to shake off and
that’s why he says he doesn’t “ever
want to get locked into something
that I am not sure I will be able to
love the same amount the whole
time.”

Earlier this year and while
appearing on The View, co-host
Ana Navarro asked Radcliffe
about the rumours he was next to
play Wolverine, something that he
denied.

“This is something that comes
up every so often, I think because
in the comics Wolverine is short,
so every so often they’re like,
‘Who’s a short actor?’ There's
never been any actual truth to it,”
he said on the ABC talk show.

“Every so often I get bored of
answering the questions sensibly,
so I just make a joke like I did the
other day and that sort of has
reignited the rumors of it, but
there’s nothing going on.”

The only thing that is certain, is
that for now, Wolverine will be
continued to be portrayed by
Jackman. In September of this
year, Jackman confirmed he would
be reprising his role as Wolverine
for Deadpool 3 which is expected
to be released on November 8,
2024.

Daniel Radcliffe addresses rumours ‘he's

the next Wolverine in X-Men films’



O
ver the last few years, the
approach to work around the
world has completely changed.

More and more professionals are willing
to work remotely and leave their on-
premise jobs. As catastrophic as it was,
the COVID crisis popularised a new
form of working for office-goers

around the world. However, does this
mean that it is time for businesses

to shut the doors to their offices
and say goodbye to their office

spaces? Has the culture of
working remotely completely

destroyed office spaces
around the world?

The answer to both
these questions is no.

Although the
culture of work-

ing remotely
has

gained
momentum,

it hasn’t elimi-
nated the need for

office spaces. No
matter how popular

the new work models
get, a business would

always need a dedicated
physical space that it can

call its “office.”
If you have been thinking

that the shift in the work cul-
ture has sounded the death

knell for offices, Kunal Sharma,
Founder and CEO, Flipspaces

shares some of the most important
reasons why your office space is still

important:

Physical representation of your
business

No matter where you list your busi-
ness, you need an official address for
your organization. Dedicated office
space is the physical representation of
your business. . It is the space where you
can formally undertake all processes
related to your organization.

Enhancing
Collaboration

No matter how effec-
tive you think working
remotely is, you can
never match the level of
collaboration you can
achieve while working
in an office space. When
your team members
meet each other in per-
son and work in a dedi-
cated physical space,
they are likely to be
more productive and
engaged. An office space
allows your employees
to focus and keep

themselves away from
distractions. 

Effective
Communication

You may implement the best
online collaborative platform
within your organisation, but it
does not provide you with the effi-
ciency of in-person communica-
tion. When you are surrounded by
your team members, it becomes

easier to reach out to them, pro-
vide/receive feedback, and get your

doubts cleared. Working in an office
space removes all barriers to communi-

cation imposed by distance and digital
platforms.

Establishing Company Culture

Office space has a huge impact on
establishing a company culture. Right
from organizing fun events in the office
to establishing office routines, working
on-premise gives rise to a work culture
that is unique for every organization
across the world. This helps you build a
unique identity for your business and
helps you retain your employees.

Better Security

Working on-premise often helps you
reduce compromises made to the securi-
ty and privacy of business records.
Employees working remotely work on
their respective devices over their own
networks with the company having little
to no control over the data managed by
them. When your employees come to
work at a dedicated office space, you
can provide them with your own
laptops/desktops and have them
work over your own private net-
work. As the devices used in an
office space are more controlled
not shared by multiple users,
you can ensure the security
and privacy of your data.

Expression Of Your Brand’s
Personality

Having an office space allows you to
express the unique personality of your
brand. Like humans, every brand has its
own unique personality and set of val-
ues. Setting up an office space allows
you to extend your brand’s personality to
the physical space dedicated to your
company. Quirky and innovative offices
of companies like Google, Facebook,
YouTube, and other distinct brands
show how important it is to have a phys-
ical extension of your brand in an office
space.

Promoting Punctuality And
Discipline

Although people have started arguing
that working remotely allows profession-
als to work at their own pace, some level
of discipline and punctuality is always
needed, and it does not come from log-
ging into Skype on time every day!
Having your employees come to work
every day helps you instil a sense of
punctuality in them. Moreover, when
they are working in a controlled envi-
ronment with their colleagues and man-
agers next to them, it naturally disci-
plines them, leading to enhanced pro-

ductivity.

SHIKHA DUGGAL

nand Gandhi, who had ear-
lier created the storyboard
for critics’ first choice,
Tumbbad, made the movie
as scary as hell for us. Even

the film, Ship of Theseus, turned out
to be a cult. He has done a spectacu-
lar job of creating a fascinating, lust-
ful rogue in all his works.

And now his big call is to intro-
duce the country to Emergence, a sci-
fi with full AI technology. He thinks
his upcoming project is going to be
cutting-edge! Hence, when we saw
the gorgeous images, we immediately
grabbed an opportunity to interview
him.

To begin with, he uttered,

“Emergence hasn’t gone to the floor
yet. But, on sets, I usually try to cap-
ture the essence of the scene through
mood and create believable behav-
iours for the complete immersion of
the audience.

Anand Gandhi started his career at
the age of 19, writing for daily soaps.
By 31, he had made the philosophical
drama Ship of Theseus, which pre-
miered at the Toronto International
Film Festival in 2012 and won the
National Award for best film.

Adding on, he said, “The only ana-
logue method of expression I ever

used was pen to paper. Ever since I
started making films, I have used
only digital tools. With better tools, I
don’t have to focus on image fidelity
and am able to pay more attention to
ideas and emotions being transmit-
ted.” So, how does he regard the sci-fi
genre? “Science fiction is a method of
imagining the future so that we can
course-correct. It’s the best insights
coming together to create a simula-
tion of the future, filtering out
aspects of the future that cause anxi-
ety, prioritising the desirable aspects
of that future, and figuring out steps
to make that future manifest.
However, in the last century, sci-fi
has been relegated to generating
paranoia. Solutions have come from
scientists who work in dark, dingy
labs—mavericks that culture some-

times misunderstands. The vaccine
in response to the pandemic was one
such example.”

Announced in 2019, Gandhi had
been thinking of post-apocalypse as
the theme for Emergence since 2015
but stalled production amidst the
pandemic. But, he’s back and how.
Wondering what is his personal
favourite in this theme?

He replied, “The Turin Horse. If
nightmares are our mind’s way of
preparing itself for eventualities, this
one prepares us for the worst or the
end of the world; the suspicion that

daily rigmarole
is indeed absent
of purpose; and the
realisation of the
complete absence of
meaning. The tragedy of
day-to-day existence is the
other side of the inch-by-
inch destruction of the world.
From the haunting images by
Fred Kelemen to the hypnotic
score by master composer Vig
Mihaly, the genius of Tarr and
Hranitzky is in setting up the right
triggers for every member of the
audience to have their own personal
enlightenment. If there is such a
thing as a peaceful, soothing death,
Bela Tarr’s masterpiece is an insight
into what that might be like.”He
believes the questions have stayed the

same since
1920; legal
frameworks, life
rights, culpability,
morality, and a
sentient robot’s
rights. The trolley
problem becomes a
more urgent engineering
problem because how does
he programme a self-driven,
autonomous vehicle to make the
kind of decisions posited by the
trolley problem?

“I love to produce films too.
Not just finance or execute
them, but produce them. I enjoy
finding talent, finding visionar-
ies, nurturing them and bring-
ing them together. Pooja has
been the head of design since
the Ship of Theseus. She

designed the architectural landscape
and historical design of Tumbbad.
Her specialisation is design think-
ing for cinema. Neil assisted on
Tumbbad and he was the crowd
director. He is also a science
fiction writer and humorist.
They are also co-founders
of Memesys. So, globally,
we want India to be part
of the conversation
around synthetic
intelligence and the
future,” concluded
the filmmaker.

TTHHEE PPIIOONNEEEERR

BRINGS TO
YOU THE
BACKSTORY
OF LILIAN
D’MELLO,
WHO IS NOT
JUST A PROMINENT

FULL-TIME ART
MODEL BUT THE

MOST SOUGHT-
AFTER ART MUSES 

IN THE
COUNTRY 

AMARTYA SMARAN

I
t is not like the phenomenon of nude art is not preva-
lent in India, but it has always been subjected to brittle
criticism. In 2013, the exhibition titled “The Naked and

the Nude”, conducted by the Delhi Art Gallery (DAG),
faced severe backlash from right-wing activists. They
alleged that the exhibition portrayed women in a bad light.

Reportedly, even during the period of the Renaissance,
when the emphasis was given to realism and artists repre-
sented things in their truest form, they received blatant
opposition from the church. In India, perhaps as young
children, our first introduction to something remotely
nude yet artistically pleasing was to get a glimpse of the
erotic miniature sculptures adorned on the pillars of the
ancient temples.

Wait! What about the famous scene from the film
Titanic, where Jack sketches a portrait of Rose? Remember
that? Back in the day, the entire theatre must have erupted.
You know where we are going, don’t you? Today we have
with us Lilian D’Mello, a prominent full-time art model
working in India, to share her story.

Lilian, who was born and raised in Oman, began model-
ling for hobby photographers when she was 14 years old. It
was only when she was offered some advertisements by a
casting agency, she took the job seriously. She then ended
up doing shoots for popular brands such as Tanishq and
Britannia. As time progressed, although she realised the
corrupt and crass nature of the fashion industry, she con-
tinued to stay in the business in the hope of building her
portfolio. In the year 2018, she stumbled upon a piece of
art that blew her mind away and put her into another
dimension.

Copywriter-turned-art model Lilian D’Mello opened up
about her journey of becoming the most sought-after art
model in the country with The Pioneer.

“In 2018, I found this painting of “The Birth of Venus”
in an informal art group online. When I looked at the
painting, I could relate to the women in it. It was not the
nudity that allured me, it was the honesty. I wanted to
know more about the woman in the painting. I did not
have an education in art; I studied journalism, English, and
psychology, and none of my parents were artists. So, I did
not know what an art model was at that time. I asked the
art group questions like, “Who is this woman? Could she
be a friend of the artist? Could she be a prostitute?” I did-
n’t ask in a demeaning way, but I just couldn’t understand
how someone could pose naked like that. That is when this

artist told me she was an art model and that it was an actu-
al job. They advised me that the best place to start would
be an art school for a beginner like me. Later, I found one
animation school run by an American family and mes-
saged them that I was interested. Just like that, I went from
someone who was really conservative in thought to an art
model disrobing in front of strangers,” explained Lilian.

It is worthwhile to mention the struggle she endured in
the initial stages of her career as a nude model. The now-
successful model takes us through her struggling days, “It
is not easy to be an art model. You need to have patience
because some studies take hours or even months. In a
country like India, any show of skin is looked down upon.
Not many people know that nudity in education is permit-
ted. What we do is not illegal; it is covered under the law.
My brother knew I was modelling, but he did not know I
was posing nude. One day, he found out about what I was
doing, and he was utterly embarrassed about the nature of
my work. At the time, I was staying at their place, and that
came with a lot of restrictions. In addition to the personal
challenges that my brother and I had, he couldn’t wrap his
head around what I was doing. Of course, he was con-
cerned about my safety, but I’d like to point out that I feel a
hundred times safer posing for students when compared to
the fashion industry. I found myself in really uncomfort-
able situations where I was asked to compromise, which
meant I had to sleep with a photographer to get the job.
My brother wanted to send me back to Oman, but my boss
was very supportive at the time. He spoke to my parents
and explained everything clearly to them. He was so gener-
ous, he allowed me to sleep at the office until I could find a
place of my own. So far, I never had to face anything like
that in the art industry,” remembered the sitter.

Adding to her woes, the pandemic hit the world, and
Lilian was left with no work. In such desperate times, she
took to Instagram and Zoom to continue doing what she
loved. Talking about her struggle during the pandemic, she
said, “The essence of  live drawing is nude life drawing;
that is where you can study anatomy properly. I started
doing zoom sessions for selective artists. I started network-
ing with a lot of artists from abroad. In the process, some-
one took a screenshot of my story and sent it to my land-
lord. He was a guy in his 40s and he was a friend of the late
journalist, Gauri Lankesh. The landlord was actually con-
cerned for me as the area that I was living in was conserva-
tive and he, too, had his own issues to take care of. If
someone had gotten to know what I was doing there, all
hell would have broken loose. So, in the middle of the pan-
demic, I had to go out and hunt for houses. When I was

hunt-
ing for
a
house, I
posted a
picture of
myself
standing
next to my
painting. I
told the land-
lords that here’s
me and this is
what I do. I was
like, only if you
understand what I do
for a living, can you
give me the house for
rent. I was lucky enough
to find a place amidst the
pandemic. However, after a
few bad incidents, I moved out
again.”

Currently, Lilian is busy working
with art students and academies across
India. She signed off by giving her two
cents on crushing the myths about her pro-
fession, “Different doesn’t mean bad. I think
we need to be open-minded. “Live and let live” is
something that I follow. I can’t ask people to think in
a certain way. If you have a narrow mindset, you are
always going to live like that. There is so much more to
life. All that I do is help students learn anatomy. It is
extremely rewarding to be a part of someone’s artistic
growth. These are the same artists who will record India
and its history. You know doctors touch nude bodies as
students to dissect them and learn the intricacies of the
human body. When we don’t say anything about that, why
do we have to judge artists looking at nude bodies for
studying anatomy? We need to stop looking down on peo-

ple
based on
their profes-
sion. I am proud to
say that what I do as a
model helps students work on
their craft.”

Art Muse Lilian disrobes
‘Nude-Art’ myths
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AP n BRISBANE

New Zealand can become the
first team into the T20

World Cup semi-finals this week
but first will need to contain
England's powerful batting line-
up, said pace bowler Lockie
Ferguson on Monday.

Ferguson told reporters that
New Zealand would need him
and fellow quicks Trent Boult
and Tim Southee to be at their
best to overcome England at the
Gabba on Tuesday night.

"What you always expect
from England is that they come
out very hot," said Ferguson.
"They pride themselves proba-
bly on that aggressive nature and
bat very deep."

New Zealand sit top of
Group 1 of the Super 12 stage
after two wins and one washout
and need one more victory
from their last two games against
England on Tuesday or Ireland
on Friday to clinch a place in the

final four.
Boult has been superb in the

tournament so far, taking six
wickets including a career-best
4-13 against Sri Lanka on
Saturday.

Southee took 3-6 as New
Zealand started with bang, rout-
ing Australia in the tourna-
ment opener.

"Tim and Trent have had a
blinder in these first two games,"

said Ferguson.
"When the ball's swinging,

there's not much better in the
world. So I think from that point
of view, nothing needs to change
too much, and we just need to

adjust to the conditions on the
day.

"England are going to have
a lot of firepower and we need
to combat that."

The clash against England at
the Gabba is a replay of the 2021
T20 World Cup semi-final
which New Zealand won by five
wickets in Abu Dhabi.

It is also a repeat of the 2019
50-over World Cup final, which
England edged by the finest of
margins, a boundary count-
back, after a super over could-
n't separate the sides.

Ferguson said New Zealand
knew that a win would seal a
semi-final place, but they were
not looking that far ahead yet.

"Clearly, there's a long way
to go for us. We need to make
sure we take it game by game,"
he said.

"It's very much one game at
a time. Tomorrow is a big focus
for us, after that we'll cross the
next bridge when it comes."

PTI n BRISBANE

Skipper Aaron Finch
returned to form with an

aggressive half-century as
defending champions Australia
revived their T20 World Cup
campaign with a 42-run win
over Ireland, here on Monday.

Finch, who struggled with
a hamstring issue, revived
Australia's innings with a 44-
ball 63 as the hosts overcame a
slow start to post a competitive
179 for five after being sent into
bat.

Chasing the imposing total,
Ireland, who knocked out two-
time champions West Indies
and shocked England in the
Super 12 stage, were dismissed
for 137 in 18.1 overs.

By virtue of this win,
Australia, with five points from
four games, jumped to second
spot in Group 1 ahead of
England to be in the reckoning
for a semifinal spot. New
Zealand are leading the group.

Australia will take on
Afghanistan in their last group
game on Friday in Adelaide.

Australia rode on their
pace prowess to dismiss half of
the Irish side inside four overs
with the scoreboard reading 25.

Wi c ke t ke e p e r- b at t e r
Lorcan Tucker stood tall for
Ireland with the bat as he hit a
counter-attacking unbeaten 71
off 48 balls to keep his side's
hopes alive.

But with little support from
the other end, it was too much
of an asking from Tucker and
it was all over for Ireland after
Joshua Little was ran out in the
penultimate over.

Pace spearhead Pat
Cummins (2/28) started it all,
cleaning up Ireland's in-form
opener Andy Balbirnie (6)
before Glenn Maxwell (2/14)
dismissed Paul Stirling (11) and
Harry Tector (6) within a span
of five balls.

Mitchell Starc (2/43) then
produced a sensational open-
ing over, cleaning up Harry
Tector (6) and Curtis Campher
(0) in a span of five balls to
reduce Ireland to 25 for five.

But Tucker was in no
mood to give up without a fight
and stitched a 43-run stand off
33 balls with Gareth Delany to
keep them in the hunt.

Tucker also smashed
Mitchell Starc for 12 runs,
including two back-to-back
boundaries in the 12th over.

Luck also favoured Tucker
as Cummins dropped him on
35 in the same eventful over of
Starc.

Earlier struggling for runs,
Finch brilliantly switched gears
to reach his 50 off 38 balls -- his
first T20 International half-cen-
tury in eight innings -- and
together with Marcus Stoinis
(35) shared an entertaining
70-run partnership.

But the skipper, however,
could not finish well and
became Irish pacer McCarthy's
third victim in the 17th over as
the defending champions
struggled to get going at the
death, falling some 15-20 runs
short.

Left-arm spinner George
Dockrell (4-0-24-0) conceded
just three runs in the 18th over,
while left-arm pacer Josh Little
(4-0-21-2) also finished well,
dismissing Stoinis and giving
away just four runs in the
penultimate over.

McCarthy was the pick of
the Irish bowlers, returning
with 3/29, including the wick-
ets of David Warner (3) and
Mitchell Marsh (28) who
looked ominous with a 102-
metre six but only to fall for 22-
ball 28.

But the Aussies managed to
get going in the final over with
Tim David hitting two bound-
aries en route to 10-ball 15 to
push the total.

PTI n BRISBANE

Australia skipper Aaron
Finch suffered an injury

scare when he sustained a ham-
string strain en route to his scin-
tillating fifty. The 35-year-old,
who had suffered a hamstring
injury in 2016 as well, left the
field early during Ireland's
chase.

"Really a hammy twinge I
think, I will get a scan tomor-
row, I have a history of them. It
doesn't look bad at the moment
but let's see how it goes after the
scan," said Finch during the
post-match presentation.

Singapore-born all-round-
er Tim David also spent the
entire Ireland innings off the

field but Finch said it was "just
a bit of hammy tightness, that
was more precaution than any-
thing."

Finch, who was adjudged
the Player-of-the-Match, said it
was a difficult track to bat but
he was happy that the team
could post a good score.

"It was a good perform-
ance. Getting 180 was a decent
score on that wicket. We knew
we had to lay the foundation
early and couldn't risk being 4-
5 down.

"It wasn't the easiest wick-
et, it was a lot slower than what
we expected. They changed
their pace really well and
bowled a lot of cutters early in
the innings, it was hard to get

a rhythm and we did well to get
180," he said. Ireland captain
Andy Balbirnie lauded Lorcan
Tucker, who fought till the end
with an unbeaten 71 off 48 balls
but lacked support from the
other end.

"The first innings got away,
we bowled well but a couple of
overs didn't go our way and cer-
tainly didn't get the start with
the bat, but to show the fight at
the end was nice," he said.

"Looking at the scoreboard
we thought it wasn't against us,
again the wickets column was
a problem and who knows if
someone had stayed with
Tucker. He has had a really
good World Cup and these
wickets here suit him."

PTI n ADELAIDE

Senior wicketkeeper Dinesh
Karthik will be a doubtful

starter for India's next T20
World Cup match against
Bangladesh on Wednesday as he
is suffering from back spasms
which forced him to leave the
field during the last five overs of
the South Africa game. 

Karthik's injury could pave
way for Rishabh Pant's entry into
the playing XI.

Pant kept wickets from the
16th over till the end of the game
against South Africa on Sunday
after Karthik was forced to leave
the field due to pain.

The primary reason could
be extremely cold conditions
which can cause these kind of
niggles. The extent of severity of
the back spasm couldn't be
confirmed but normally it takes
anything between three to five
days for pain to heal, if it is a
minor one.

"Karthik felt pain in his
lower back. We haven't heard

about the severity of his back
spasm. The medical team is
working to get him fit as heat
treatment and massaging helps
reduce the discomfort, quickly.
So don't rule him out yet," a sen-
ior BCCI official privy to devel-
opment told PTI on conditions
of anonymity.

Karthik has had an under-
whelming tournament so far as
he scored 1 against Pakistan and
6 off 15 balls against South
Africa.

He is a designated finisher
but not being able to cope with
pace and bounce on offer at the
Optus Stadium in Perth with not
much support for Suryakumar
Yadav in their 52-run stand did
invite a bit of criticism.

Indian coaching team has
also faced some flak for keeping
a counter-attacking player like
Pant out of the side.

In Test matches, Pant has
enjoyed stupendous success in
Australia. He is a better player of
horizontal bat shots as compared
to Karthik.

PTI n NEW DELHI

All-rounder Hardik Pandya
was on Monday named

India's captain for the three-
match T20I series in New
Zealand, starting November
18, while opener KL Rahul 
and keeper-batter Dinesh
Karthik were rested as part of
"workload management of
players".

Regular skipper Rohit
Sharma, star batter Virat Kohli
and off-spinner Ravichandran
Ashwin have also been rested
for the New Zealand tour, where
veteran Shikhar Dhawan will
lead the side in the three-match
ODI series.

The T20 series will begin
four days after the conclusion of
the ongoing T20 World Cup on
November 18 in Wellington.The
second match will be played on
November 20 in Mount
Maunganui, while the series
will conclude on November 22
in Napier.

The ODI series will begin
on November 25 (Auckland),
followed by matches on
November 27 (Hamilton) and
November 30 (Christchurch).

Selection Committee
Chairman Chetan Sharma also
announced squads for the
Bangladesh tour, where the
team will play three ODIs and
two Tests.

This is the first time that the
BCCI has announced four
squads at the same time.

Rohit Sharma will lead the
side in Bangladesh, where Kohli
and Ashwin will also play.

"Nobody asked for rest. All
the decisions are part of work-
load management of players. We
have reports from the medical
team on who to give rest when
and how to manage them,"
Sharma said during a virtual
media interaction.

SQUADS
NZ T20Is: Hardik Pandya (C),
Rishabh Pant (vc & wk),
Shubman Gill, Ishan Kishan,
Deepak Hooda, Surya Kumar
Yadav, Shreyas Iyer, Sanju
Samson (wk), W Sundar,
Yuzvendra Chahal, Kuldeep
Yadav, Arshdeep Singh, Harshal
Patel, Mohd. Siraj, Bhuvneshwar
Kumar, Umran Malik.
NZ ODIs: Shikhar Dhawan
(C), Rishabh Pant (vc & wk),
Shubman Gill, Deepak Hooda,
Surya Kumar Yadav, Shreyas
Iyer, Sanju Samson (wk), W

Sundar, Shardul Thakur,
Shahbaz Ahmed, Yuzvendra
Chahal, Kuldeep Yadav, Arsh-
deep Singh, Deepak Chahar,
Kuldeep Sen, Umran Malik.
Bangladesh ODIs: Rohit
Sharma (C), KL Rahul (vc),
Shikhar Dhawan, Virat Kohli,
Rajat Patidar, Shreyas Iyer,
Rahul Tripathi, Rishabh Pant
(wk), Ishan Kishan (wk),
Ravindra Jadeja, Axar Patel, W
Sundar, Shardul Thakur, Mohd.
Shami, Mohd. Siraj, Deepak
Chahar, Yash Dayal
Bangladesh Tests: Rohit
Sharma (C), KL Rahul (VC),
Shubman Gill, Cheteshwar
Pujara, Virat Kohli, Shreyas
Iyer, Rishabh Pant (wk), KS
Bharat (wk), Ravichandran
Ashwin, Ravindra Jadeja, Axar
Patel, Kuldeep Yadav, Shardul
Thakur, Mohd. Shami, Mohd.
Siraj, Umesh Yadav.

PTI n PERTH 

Arshdeep Singh credits his
success in the ongoing T20

World Cup to senior pace
bowling partner Bhuvneshwar
Kumar who, he feels, has been
creating relentless pressure in
Powerplay overs which has
made it easier for him to get
wickets. Arshdeep had struck
vital blows in both his opening
overs against Pakistan and
South Africa, removing top
batters like Babar Azam and
Quinton de Kock respectively.

While Arshdeep has taken
seven wickets in three games at
an economy rate of 7.83,
Bhuvneshwar, despite three
wickets in as many games, has
been phenomenal with an

economy rate of 4.87 in the 10.4
overs that he has bowled.

"We study the batters'
weaknesses and myself and
Bhuvi bhai try to get some
swing first up and beat the bat-
ter at start. I'm able to attack the
batter because Bhuvi bhai is
bowling so economically that
the batter is already under
pressure," Arshdeep told
reporters after India's five wick-
et defeat to South Africa.

Bhuvneshwar's effective-
ness might not reflect in the
wickets' column but he has got
appreciable movement in all
the three games to keep batters
under check.

"Credit for my success goes
to him. The batters aren't tak-
ing chances against him

(Bhuvneshwar) and are doing
that with me. So we have
forged a good partnership. A
bowling partnership is as
important as batting partner-
ship," Arshdeep added. His
own confidence has been
boosted by the breakthroughs
he has got in initial overs.

"You feel confident when
you get wickets first up and
team also feels confident of
your abilities."

Arshdeep found the Perth
track the paciest in his short but
eventful international career.

"It was great track to bowl
on. It was a dream wicket for
any fast bowler and perhaps the
spiciest of the tracks I have
bowled so far in my career," he
said.

AP n BASEL 

Felix Auger-Aliassime won
his third straight title in

October, beating Holger Rune 6-
3, 7-5 in the Swiss Indoors
final.

Auger-Aliassime went
through his five matches at
Basel without dropping serve,
and he saved all three break
points Rune had.

The ninth-ranked Auger-
Aliassime added the Basel title
to wins in the last two weeks at
Florence, Italy, and Antwerp,
Belgium. He extended his win-
ning streak to 13 matches.

The 22-year-old Canadian

shares the same Aug. 8 birthday
with Swiss great Roger Federer
who had intended to return to
tournament play at his home-
town event. Federer announced
his retirement last month at age
41 because of persistent knee
injuries.

“I actually thought about

him this morning, and thought
how cool it would be if I win
here, where he won 10 times,"
Auger-Aliassime said of Federer.

Every winner of the Swiss
Indoors from 2006 up to this
edition also has a U.S. Open title.
The others are Novak Djokovic,
Juan Martin del Potro — who
both had to beat Federer in their
finals — and Marin Cilic.

“I'm very far from that, but
it's so cool to have my name with
all these great champions at this
prestigious tournament,” said
Auger-Aliassime, who beat the
current US Open champion,
top-ranked Carlos Alcaraz, on
Saturday in the semifinals.

AP nMEXICO CITY

Red Bull's Max Verstappen
claimed a record 14th victo-

ry of the Formula One season by
winning the Mexico Grand Prix
on Sunday.

World champion Verstap-
pen finished a comfortable
15.186 seconds ahead of Lewis
Hamilton of Mercedes while
Verstappen's Red Bull team-
mate Sergio Perez finished third
on home soil.

It was the second win inside
a week for Dutchman
Verstappen, who also triumped
at the United States Grand Prix
in Austin, Texas.

Verstappen has now beaten
the record previously held by
Michael Schumacher and
Sebastian Vettel for the most
wins in a single season.

"It has been an incredible
year so far, we are definitely
enjoying it and we'll try to go for
more (victories)," said
Verstappen.

George Russell finished a
frustrated fourth for Mercedes,
but clocked the fastest lap ahead
of the Ferraris of Carlos Sainz
and Charles Leclerc, both unable
to find the pace to make any

impact on the leading quartet.
Daniel Ricciardo was sev-

enth for McLaren, after a mid-
race collision for which he was
given a 10-second time penalty,
ahead of Esteban Ocon of
Alpine, Lando Norris in the sec-
ond McLaren and Valtteri Bottas
of Alfa Romeo. Red Bull have
already claimed the constructors'
championship.

BOOING 
Lewis Hamilton admitted

he had been affected by being
booed by sections of the crowd
after he finished second behind
Max Verstappen.

The seven-time world
champion saluted the big sellout
crowd, which created a carnival
atmosphere at the Autodromo
Hermanos Rodrigues, before
revealing how "awkward" he
had been made to feel.

Speaking during the post-
race interviews, the Mercedes
driver said: "This has been an
amazing crowd, but definitely a
bit awkward this time around.

"Boos all day, but nonethe-
less I have so much love for
Mexico and for the people here
— and what a great race event
they put on this weekend."

PTI n BRISBANE 

All-rounder Gulbadin Naib
will replace injured

Hazratullah Zazai in the
Afghanistan squad for the
remainder of the T20 World
Cup. The Event Technical
Committee of the ICC men's
T20 World Cup 2022 has
approved the replacement for
Zazai, the ICC stated. Naib,
who is a travelling reserve,
was named as a replacement
after Zazai was ruled out due to
an abdominal muscle strain.

Winless Afghanistan are
languishing at the bottom of
six-team Group 1 with two
points from three matches
which include two washouts.

The Mohammad Nabi-led
side will take on Sri Lanka in
their fourth Super 12 match
here on Tuesday.

DK doubtful for
B’desh match

Finch under injury cloud after sustaining
hamstring strain again, to go for scan

FINCH'S FIFTY REVIVES AUSSIES CAMPAIGN 

Hardik to lead India in NZ
T20Is, Dhawan in ODIs

Bhuvi bhai's economical bowling has helped me attack: Arshdeep 

Auger-Aliassime wins Swiss
Indoors for 3rd title in Oct

NEW ZEALAND WARY OF ENGLAND FIREPOWER Naib to replace
injured Zazai in
Afghanistan squad

Verstappen claims record
14th win of season 



T
he wedding bells are all
set to ring on
December 4.

According to the latest buzz,
actress Hansika Motwani is
all set to tie the knot by the
end of this year. If the
reports are to be believed,
the Goutham Nanda
actress will marry her
friend and business
partner Sohail
Kathuria. It is also
said that the couple
has planned to fly
out to Jaipur for
the wedding with
close family
members and
friends for fes-

tivities spanning three days. 
The reports further state

that the wedding rituals are
scheduled from December 2
to December 4, following
Haldi, mehendhi and
Sangeeth. It is a planned des-
tination wedding with friends
and family flying Jaipur. The
venue is planned at Mundota
Fort and Palace. “Casino”
theme is selected as a theme
for the after party following
the dress code and theme
from Derby to Pastels.
Reports state that the actress
is heading for an arranged
marriage. However, a mutual
friend reveals that it’s actually
a love marriage. 

Hansika
Motwani to 
tie knot on

December 4?

M
alayalam actress Manju
Warrier, who plays the
female lead in director H.

Vinoth's upcoming heist
thriller, Thunivu, fea-

turing actor Ajith
Kumar in the lead,
has now begun
dubbing for the
film.

Taking to
Twitter, the
actress posted
a picture of
herself dub-
bing and
wrote, “No
Guts, No

Glory! #THUNIVU #dubbing
#ajithkumar #ak #hvinoth.”

The fact that Thunivu will be
releasing for Pongal next year has
heightened excitement among fans
as Vijay-starrer Varisu is also
expected to hit screens on the festi-
val.

Fans of both actors are looking
forward to the competition
between the two films at the box
office, wondering which will
emerge the winner.

Thunivu, the final schedule of
which was shot in Bangkok, was
initially referred to as AK61. The
film has a plot that is believed to
revolve around a bank heist.
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uccessful and dynamic producer,
Abhishek Aggarwal has earned a
reputation for his path-breaking
films like The Kashmir Files and
Karthikeya 2, as well as his phil-

anthropic work. He has done many social
service programs during the COVID-19
pandemic. Now he has another step for-
ward. He has adopted the Thimmapur vil-
lage of Kandukuru Mandal of Rangareddy
district. Thimmapur is the birthplace of
Cabinet Minister Shri G Kishan Reddy. 

Abhishek Agarwal and his family have
established Chandrakala Foundation and
are serving the people. They adopted
Thimmapur village on the occasion of his
father Tej Narayan Aggarwal’s 60th birthday
and their late grandmother Chandrakala’s
90th birth anniversary, Chandrakala
Foundation’s 3rd Sarthak Divas was grandly
held at the JRC Convention in Hyderabad.
Abhishek Agarwal, Tej Narayan Agarwal,
Anupam Kher, Vivek Agnihotri, Pallavi
Joshi, PV Sindhu, Uttar Pradesh Minister
Nandagopal, Mrs. Kavya Reddy, Snehalatha
Agarwal, Nishant Agarwal, Archana
Agarwal, Sonam Agarwal, and others par-
ticipated in this event. Thimmapur Village
Milestone was unveiled in this program.
The students of Timmapur village also par-

ticipated in this program.
Speaking at the event, Anupam Kher

said, “Abhishek Aggarwal’s family has
embarked on great work. Abhishek
Agarwal’s adoption of a village on his
father’s birthday is even more joyous. Those
who do great deeds have the blessings of all.
We are with Abhishek Agarwal. We will
meet again in Thimmapur. My blessings to
all the students. The boat will not move for-

ward if it was afraid of the waves. There is
no defeat for those who try. All of you
should grow up great.”

PV Sindhu said, “Adopting a village is not
a small matter. Hats off to the great mind of
Abhishek Agarwal. The family adopted
Thimmapur village and decided to provide
all the basic facilities. The students of the
village should also study well and inspire
others. All the very best to Abhishek

Agarwal.”
Vivek Agnihotri said, “The countryside is

the backbone of India. Villages are the cen-
ters of civilization and culture. Bringing
such villages on the path of development is
true dharma and patriotism. It is great that
Abhishek Agarwal is determined to make
Thimpapur a self-reliant, ideal village.
Congratulations to Abhishek Agarwal for
doing such a great favor. I hope their chil-
dren will also continue these services.”

Meanwhile, UP Minister Nandagopal
said,  “Chandrakala Foundation is doing
great service programs. The services pro-
vided by them during covid are outstand-
ing. Their generosity in difficult times is
commendable. Abhishek Agarwal went one
step further and adopted Timmapur village
which gave him great joy. It is a great plea-
sure to come forward to make this village
an ideal village. Chandrakala Foundation
should come forward with more service
programs, they will have our support in this
matter,” he said. 

Kali Sudhir said, “It started because of
Amarendra’s idea. Thanks to him. Thanks
to Jyoti. Thank you to PV Sindhu, Pallavi
Joshi, Vivek Agnihotri, Nandagopal,
Anupam Kher, Kavya Reddy, and everyone
who attended the ceremony.”

Karthikeya 2 Producer Abhishek

Aggarwal adopts Thimmapur Village 

s

itro Star
Sudheer Babu’s
18th film will
be helmed by
talented direc-
tor Gnanasagar

Dwaraka who debuted
with the youthful enter-
tainer Sehari. However,
the director chose a con-
cept with a gigantic can-
vas for his second movie.
It will be produced by
Sumanth G Naidu under
SSC (Sree
Subrahmanyeshwara
Cinemas) banner.

The makers recently
announced, Mass
Sambhavam on October
31st. Here’s the big
update. They locked the
title Harom Hara, and it
comes with the caption-
The Revolt. While the
title is spiritual, the
tagline discloses the
revenge aspect of the
story.

The conceptual title
video demonstrates the
setting, backdrop,
and scale of the
movie. The
story is set in
1989 in
Kuppam of
Chittoor dis-
trict.

Popular places such as
Subramanya Swamy
Temple, Jagadamba
Talkies, and a railway sta-
tion are shown in the
video. The video presents
Sudheer Babu in a never-
seen-before mass avatar.
“Inga Seppedem Ledu…
Sesede…” utters Sudheer
Babu, when a person asks
him to put an end to his
silence.

Everything about the
video is fantabulous and
Sudheer Babu’s mass get-
up towards the end gives
goosebumps. The actor
undergoes a complete
makeover for the movie.
Chaitan Bharadwaj’s
background score gives
all the elevations. Aravind
Vishwanathan will handle
the cinematography of
the movie, while Ramesh
Kumar G presents it.

Harom Hara will have a
pan-India release in
Telugu, Tamil, Kannada,

Malayalam and
Hindi. The mak-

ers will
announce

other
details of
the
movie
soon.

Nitro Star Sudheer

Babu Pan India film

titled Harom Hara

n

K
ajal Agarwal is one of the most loved actresses, not
only in Tollywood but also from Kollywood. For
quite sometime now, she has been enjoying her mar-

riage life and motherhood phase with her son Neil and hus-
band Gautam Kitchlu. Kajal will be making her re-
entry to films with a horror comedy titled
Ghosty. The teaser of Ghosty was released on
Monday.

In the teaser, Kajal is seen as a cop and a
film star who turned ghost in the film.
Going by the teaser, the ghost in the film
makes people’s voices sound like a baby.
The film is made as a complete rib tick-
ling comedy. 

Ghosty also stars Tamil star comedi-
an Yogi Babu along with Urvashi,
Suresh Menon and KS Ravikumar in
other roles. Radhika Saratkumar is also
seen playing an important role. 

Ghosty is directed by Kalyaan who
earlier made full-on comedy films
Gulebhagavali with Prabhu Deva and
Jackpot with Jyothika, Revathi. 

Makers are planning to release
Ghosty in November.

Kajal Aggarwal
starrer Ghosty
promises  

a full
entertainer

A
ctor Vishal,
who is cur-
rently on a

spiritual trip to the
holy city of Kashi
along with his family
and friends, has
thanked Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi for having got
the temple there ren-
ovated.

Taking to Twitter,
Vishal posted pic-
tures of himself and
his family in the holy
city and wrote, “Dear
Modiji, I visited Kasi.
Had a wonderful
darshan/pooja and
touched holy water
of Ganga river.

God bless you for
the transformation
you have done to the
temple by renovating
and making it look
even more wonder-
ful and easy for any-
one to visit Kasi.
Hats off, Salute you!”

On Sunday, Vishal

had posted a video
clip that showed him
drinking tea on the
streets of Kashi at 5
in the morning.

The video clip also
showed the actor and
his family members
making their way
around the streets of
Benaras to the tem-
ple for darshan at
around 9 a.m. on
Sunday.

Actor Nanda, who
is a close friend of
Vishal and also one
of the producers of
his upcoming films,
is accompanying the
actor on the trip.

On the work front,
Vishal has several
films awaiting release
including the highly
anticipated 'Laththi',
in which he plays a
police constable, and
director Adhik
Ravichandran’s big
budget project, Mark
Antony.

Vishal thanks PM
Modi for getting
temple at Kashi

renovated

MANJU WARRIER DUBS FOR
AJITH-STARRER THUNIVU
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