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Updated: SEPTEMBER 3, 2022 5:00 PM

Forecast: Mostly cloudy

Temp: 35
oc

Humidity: 72%

Sunrise: 5:54 AM

Sunset: 6:18 PM

Month & Paksham:
Tithi: 
Ashtami : Sep 03 12:28 PM

to Sep 04 10:40 AM
Navami: Sep 04 10:40 AM

to Sep 05 08:28 AM

Nakshatram: 
Jyeshta: Sep 03 10:57 PM

to Sep 04 09:43 PM

Moola: Sep 04 09:43 PM
to Sep 05 08:05 PM

Rahukalam: 4:51 PM to 6:24 PM

Yamagandam:  12:15 PM to 1:47 PM

Varjyam: 06:36 PM to 08:05 PM

Gulika:    3:19 PM to 4:51 PM

Amritakalam: 01:22 PM to 02:53 PM
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VIJAYAWADA WEATHER

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Minister for Housing Jogi Ramesh
threw a challenge to TDP chief N
Chandrababu Naidu and other party
leaders to prove Rs 2 lakh crore
alleged corruption by Chief Minister
YS Jagan Mohan Reddy.

Jogi Ramesh said that the YSRC
government spent nearly Rs 2 lakh
crore for public welfare and develop-
ment through Direct Beneficiary
Transfer (DBT) in the past three years
without any corruption. The minis-
ter challenged that they are ready to
give details of DBT and funds usage
and challenged Naidu and other
TDP leaders to prove their allega-
tions.

Addressing the media persons on
Saturday, the Minister recalled that
even though the budget was the same
then and now between 2014-19,
Chandrababu Naidu spent Rs 2 lakh
crore in three-and-a-half years with-
out giving a single rupee to the peo-
ple, and claimed that Naidu robbed
the public under 'Dochuko Panchuko
and Tinuko' (DPT) scheme. He
claimed that the Jagan government
transferred nearly Rs 2 lakh crore
through DBT directly into the bank
accounts and hands of the people.

The Minister came down heavily
on Naidu and said that the YSRC gov-
ernment implemented CM to CM
(Chief Minister to Common Man)
without brokers and corruption. He

sought to know if Naidu has the guts
to withdraw the stay orders in the
courts on corruption and demand-
ed a CBI investigation and claimed

that Naidu will go to jail if the stay
orders are withdrawn. He said that
Naidu is asking leaders and the
cadre to go to jail but put his son
Lokesh safe in the house. He further
stated that people are revolting
against Naidu and he ran away from
Kuppam on a recent visit due to the
anguish of the locals.

Minister Ramesh alleged that
Chandrababu Naidu despite serving
as the Chief Minister for 14 years did
not implement any welfare scheme
for the public which reminds his
name but CM Jagan has implement-
ed more than 30 schemes in the past
three years. 

MARTHI SUBRAHMANYAM
n VIJAYAWADA

In a bid to strengthen the base of the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in rural
areas, the party leaders are planning
to hold 'street meetings' in about
5,000 villages.

According to the BJP sources, the
party has decided to organise 'Veedhi
Sabhalu' in about 5,000 villages in
their efforts to strengthen the party
base in the rural areas.

The BJP is highlighting various
issues as part of strengthening the
party. The BJP recently opposed the
collection of fees for permission to
erect pandals to perform Ganesh
'Chaturthi puja'. However, the gov-
ernment announced that it was not
collecting fees.

“The BJP decided to organise
'Veedhi Sabhalu' in over 5,000 villages.
The 'Veedhi Sabhalu' will be held in
30 to 35 villages of each Assembly
constituency. The BJP will highlight
the financial assistance which the
Central government is extending to
the AP government to implement
various welfare schemes, and how the
YSRCP regime is diverting the funds
to other schemes,” the BJP leaders dis-
closed.

The BJP wanted to take to the peo-
ple the misuse of Central funds.  The

YSRCP government is not imple-
menting the Central-sponsored
schemes in the State as it is diverting
the funds for other purposes, the BJP
leaders claimed.

The BJP leaders will explain to the
villagers during the 'Veedhi Sabhalu'
about the funds which the Central
government is extending to provide
facilities in villages. The BJP leaders
will also distribute pamphlets explain-
ing the Centrally-sponsored welfare
schemes being implemented here.  

The BJP, which is an obscure
political entity as far as rural areas are
concerned, wants to strengthen its
base in the rural areas by organising
street meetings at over 5000 villages.
The TDP and YSRCP have a strong
base in the rural areas and the BJP
wants to fortify its strength in rural
areas also.  The BJP has decided to
strengthen its base in at least 30 vil-
lages in each Assembly constituency.
The BJP leaders are buoyant with the
successful holding of BJYM meetings
in Vijayawada recently. Moreover, the
BJP high command wants to infuse
enthusiasm among its cadres, which
are dull in AP, by holding such pro-
grammes.  

The BJP has also decided to con-
test in the MLC elections including
two teacher constituencies and three
graduate constituencies.

SETTING TONE FOR SAFFRON SURGE 

BJP bets on ‘Veedhi Sabhalu'
in 5,000 Andhra villages 

Deceased Odisha judge's
mother claims son
murdered by wife

T
he POCSO court judge of Odisha's

Cuttack, who was found hanging
in his official residence here, did

not die by suicide but he was murdered by
his wife and brother-in-law, his mother

alleged on Sunday. In a written complaint
lodged at Markat Nagar police station here,

Tulasi Behari also claimed that her son, who
died on Friday, was mentally and physically

tortured by the two persons. "We have
registered an unnatural death case

yesterday. An investigation is on and we are
taking statements of the judge's brother,

mother and in-laws," Markat Nagar Police
Station Inspector in-charge Beauty Mohanty

said. Subash Kumar Behari, an additional
district judge-rank judicial officer who was

officiating as a special judge of POCSO
court here, was found hanging from a

ceiling fan in his quarters here on Friday
afternoon. 

India's first night sky
sanctuary in Ladakh
in next three months

I
ndia's first-ever "night sky sanctuary"

will be set up in Ladakh within the
next three months, Science and

Technology Minister Jitendra Singh
said on Saturday. The proposed Dark

Sky Reserve will be located at Hanle in
Ladakh as a part of Changthang

Wildlife Sanctuary and will be one of
the world's highest-located sites for

optical, infra-red, and gamma-ray
telescopes, Singh said. The Union

minister made these remarks after a
meeting with Ladakh Lt. Governor R K

Mathur here. He said the dark sky
reserve site will have activities to help

in boosting local tourism and economy
through interventions of Science and

Technology. 

See you Monday: Rishi

Sunak signs off

campaign for UK PM

R
ishi Sunak, who has made history as

the first Indian-origin member of
Parliament to compete for the post

of British Prime Minister, on Saturday
signed off his Ready for Rishi campaign

with a thank you note for his team and
supporters. While most surveys of

Conservative Party members with a vote in
the leadership election to replace Boris

Johnson, and even most UK media reports,
have concluded that Foreign Secretary Liz
Truss will be the winning candidate when
the result is declared on Monday, Sunak

struck a note of optimism on Twitter. Voting
is now closed. Thank you to all my

colleagues, the campaign team and, of
course, all the members who came out to

meet me and lend your support.

In brief

PNS n HYDERABAD

Indian men are still avoiding respon-
sibility for limiting the size of their
families. Why should only women opt
for sterilization surgeries?

The recent incident in which four
women died in Telangana after under-
going Double Puncture Laparoscopy
(DPL) has sparked a debate on why
Indian men are shying away from
birth control procedures.

The National Family Health
Survey-5 (NFHS-5) fact sheet released

by the Union Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare said that in 2019-20
female sterilization in Telangana was
61.9 per cent while male sterilization
was just two per cent.

The NFHS-4 survey released in
2015-16 said that female sterilization
in TS was 54.2 per cent while male
sterilization was just 1.6 per cent.

In five years, Telangana witnessed
a jump of 7.7 per cent in female ster-
ilization and only a 0.4 per cent rise
in male sterilization.

At the national level, NFHS-5

revealed that female sterilization in
India was 37.9 per cent while male
sterilization stood at 0.3 per cent.

Speaking to ‘The Pioneer,’ Dr
Kiran Madala, the HoD of Critical
Care at the Government Medical
College, Nizamabad, said, “Male
sterilization is safer compared to
female sterilisation. In women, the
surgery requires doctors to operate
on the abdomen where major organs
are present. Even with absolute
accuracy during surgery, there is still
a margin of error.

Men still shirking responsibility for family planning

PNS n NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directorate
Saturday said it conducted raids
at six premises of online payment
gateways such as Razorpay, Paytm
and Cashfree in Bengaluru over
alleged irregularities in instant
app-based loans "controlled" by
Chinese persons.

The searches that started Friday
as part of an ongoing probe are
still underway, the agency said
this evening.

The federal probe agency also
said that during the raids, it has
seized Rs 17-crore worth funds
kept in "merchant IDs and bank
accounts of these Chinese per-
sons-controlled entities".

Razorpay and Cashfree
responded saying they were coop-
erating with the federal agency
while Paytm declined to com-
ment.

"Some of our merchants were
being investigated by law enforce-
ment about a year-and-a-half
back. As part of the ongoing
investigation, the authorities
requested additional information
to help with the investigation," a
Razorpay spokesperson said.

"We have fully cooperated and
shared KYC and other details. The
authorities were satisfied by our
due diligence process."

CHINESE LOAN APP CASE

ED raids Razorpay,
Paytm, Cashfree

GRAFT CASES AGAINST TDP CHIEF

Naidu will go to jail if stay orders lifted: Jogi Ramesh 

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

School Education Commissioner S
Suresh Kumar said in a statement on
Saturday that 176 'Best Teachers'
across the State will be presented with
awards on Teachers Day on
September 5.
The Commissioner said that Chief
Minister Jagan Mohan Reddy will be
the chief guest at the awards
presentation programme to be held at
the 'A' Convention Centre in
Vijayawada on September 5 at 10 am
and felicitate the 'Best Teacher'
awardees.
He said that awards will be presented
to 58 teachers from the School
Education Department, 19 from

Intermediate education, 60 from
higher education, five from the
Language and Culture Department,
three from KGBV. As many as 26
schools were selected for the
'Swachha Vidyalaya' awards while five
teachers were chosen for the national-
level Best Teacher award.
The School Education Commissioner
said that the Best Teacher award
recipients have already been informed.
Education Minister Botsa
Satyanarayana, School Education
Principal Secretary Budithi Rajasekhar,
Higher Education Principal Secretary J
Shyamala Rao, Andhra Pradesh
Higher Education Council Chairman K
Hemachandra Reddy and others will
participate in this programme.

176 ‘Best Teachers' to get award
from CM tomorrow

SOUTHERN ZONAL COUNCIL MEET

Buggana seeks fulfilment of
AP Bifurcation Act provisions
nAmit Shah asks AP, TS to mutually resolve pending issues

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh Finance Minister
Buggana Rajendranath Reddy has
sought the Centre's help for the com-
pletion of the Polavaram project and
the establishment of the South
Coastal Railway Zone at the
Southern Zonal Council meeting
held in Thiruvananthapuram on
Saturday.

Speaking on the occasion,
Buggana Rajendranath Reddy said
that the Polavaram project was con-
sidered to be the lifeline of AP. The
Centre should extend all the help for
early completion of the project.

The Polavaram project was taken up
under the provisions of the
Bifurcation Act, he explained.

He also raised various issues
including the establishment of the
South Coastal Railway Zone in
Visakhapatnam. 

He also raised the issues of the
establishment of a Central
Agriculture University and funds for
the development of the backward
North Coastal district and
Rayalaseema district. Rajendranath
Reddy said that the AP Bifurcation
Act 2014 provisions are yet to be ful-
filled.  He also sought tax incentives
for the industrial establishment as

per the assurance.
Rajendranath Reddy said  "Steps

for promoting industrialisation are
imperative for the development of
the successor state. Section 94 of the
AP Reorganisation Act, 2014, and
assurances made in Parliament pro-
vide for tax incentives. 

The state requests for extending
the tax incentives on the lines of
those being provided to the special
category states and northeastern
states," he said.

Union Home Minister Amit Shah
on Saturday addressed the 30th
Southern Zonal Council meeting in
Thiruvananthapuram and urged

southern states to explore joint
solutions for river water sharing
issues. He also asked Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana to mutual-
ly resolve their pending issues. 

Amit Shah urged "Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana to mutual-
ly resolve their pending issues.
Inter-state river water disputes in the
south include the Cauvery issue
between Tamil Nadu and Karnataka
and the Krishna river water-sharing

dispute involving Telangana and
AP were discussed.

Urging Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana to settle their pending
issues, Shah said it would not only
benefit the people of their States but
would also lead to the all-around
development of the entire Southern
region.

Andhra Pradesh Finance Minister Buggana Rajendranath Reddy greets Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan at the Southern Zonal Council
meeting in Tiruvananthapuram on Saturday.

Rajendranath Reddy said  ‘Steps for
promoting industrialisation are
imperative for the development of
the successor state. Section 94 of the
AP Reorganisation Act, 2014, and
assurances made in Parliament
provide for tax incentives. The state
requests for extending the tax
incentives on the lines of those being
provided to the special category
states and northeastern states.’

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Former TDP corporator Chennupati
Gandhi was allegedly attacked by
YSRC activists on Saturday evening.
TDP leaders allege that YSRCP leader
Devineni Avinash's followers were
involved in the attack. The TDP
alleged that YSRC activists intension-
ally picked a quarrel with Gandhi,
Valluri Eshwar Prasad, Gadde Kalyan,
Subhu and three others attacked
Gandhi.

Gandhi was shifted to LV Prasad
eye institute as his eye was badly
injured in the attack. Doctors gave
him first-aid treatment and later he
was shifted to Hyderabad for better
treatment sources say. 

On learning about the incident
TDP chief Chandrababu Naidu called
the doctor and enquired about the

condition of Gandhi.
TDP general secretary Nara Lokesh

said, "Once we are back in the gov-
ernment we will show what is retal-
iation." He demanded that the police
register cases against the culprits. TDP
state president Atchannaidu, MLA
Gadde Ram Mohan Rao, MP
Kesineni Nani, and other leaders vis-
ited the hospital and later con-
demned the attack on Gandhi.

TDP leader attacked

2
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BJP targeting ‘Third
Front’ leaders also
SNCN ACHARYULU
n HYDERABAD

It appears that the BJP which is in power
at the Centre has focused not only on
Chief Minister K. Chandrasekhar Rao but
also on the leaders of parties who are mov-
ing closely with him across the nation.

The BJP is targeting not only the TRS
but also KCR's brainchild, the so-called
Third Front. The raids by the
Enforcement Directorate, the Income
Tax Department and the CBI across the
nation are strengthening this doubt.
National investigation agencies are con-
centrating on non-BJP ruled states and
are focusing on leaders and political par-
ties who are supporting KCR's Third
Front and his anti-BJP stance. 

Unions call for boycott of
Teachers’ Day celebrations 
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Teachers' unions are going to
boycott the Teachers’ Day cele-
brations to be held on September
5.  The union gave a call to teach-
ers to boycott the celebrations
alleging that the government is
filing illegal cases against the
teachers who are protesting
against the face recognition app. 

Andhra Pradesh Teachers
Federation State president G
Hrudayaraju appealed to the
teaching community to boycott
the Teachers’ Day celebrations to
be organised by the State govern-
ment. He alleged that the govern-
ment is adopting a tyrannical
stance towards teachers and
harassing them in the name of var-
ious apps. 

2
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(IN VIJAYAWADA

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
official spokesman, Moka
Ananda Sagar, on Saturday
alleged that the family mem-
bers of YSRCP Rajya Sabha
member, Vijayasai Reddy, have
close connections with the
Delhi liquor scam.

Talking to media persons at
the party headquarters here,
Ananda Sagar said that
Vijayasai Reddy is involved in
adulterated liquor sales in the
name of his son-in-law. He said
that not even a single dis-
tillery is in operation at the
addresses mentioned in the
name of Adaan Distrilleries.

The total transactions of the
Adaan Distilleries of Vijayasai
Reddy have till now is a whop-
ping Rs 5,000 crore, the TDP
spokesman alleged.

The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) has already
concluded that of this Rs 5,000
crore, Rs 2,000 crore has been
paid as Earnest Money Deposit
(EMD) to Trident Life

Sciences, he said.
The CBI in its charge sheet

already mentioned that Trident
Life Sciences is the fifth
accused in the Delhi liquor
scam and it invested crores of
rupees in the Jagathi
Publications, Ananda Sagar
stated. Already, CBI in its
investigation found the
involvement of Chief Minister,
Jagan Mohan Reddy's wife,
Bharathi, in the Delhi liquor
scam, he said adding that
Trident Life Sciences is already

facing charges in Jagan's illegal
assets case.

"This is a clear indication
that the Delhi liquor scam
case is revolving around Jagan
and Vijayasai Reddy," he said.

In the three-year rule of
Jagan, the State has been wit-
nessing lootings and atrocities.
Whichever programme the
Chief Minister takes up, there
is some secret agenda behind
it, he commented.

Jagan, who has come to
power by promising total pro-

hibition is minting money
through liquor sales after
assuming office. At least 5,000
persons lost their valuable lives
by consuming adulterated
liquor and by banning the sale
of foreign liquor brands, he
observed.

Jagan wants to spend the
whole amount that he has
earned in this manner and
wants to come back to power
again. The TDP will not allow
such scamsters and will fight
till justice is done to the peo-
ple of the State, he maintained.

Jagan Reddy is claiming that
he has ordered the ban of
using plastic in Visakhapatnam
but the TDP is challenging him
to ban the use of liquor in the
State, he said adding that even
Rs 2000 worth of liquor is also
being sold in liquor bottles. He
challenged Jagan and other
YSRCP leaders to respond to
the revelations made by the
TDP on the Delhi liquor scam.

The TDP leader asked why
Jagan Mohan Reddy is not
responding despite the revela-

tions made in the Delhi liquor
scam wherein, he, his wife,
Vijayasai Reddy, and his fam-
ily members are involved.  

Unable to face the charges,
the State Government is
indulging in shameful acts on
the TDP national president, N
Chandrababu Naidu, during
his visit to Kuppam, and the
TDP general secretary, Nara
Lokesh, when he recently vis-
ited Palasa. The YSRCP
Government is misusing police
forces and the law enforcing
agencies too are acting like
YSRCP agents, he commented.

The TDP will go to the peo-
ple to expose the misdeeds of
the ruling party and will defeat
Jagan Mohan Reddy in the
coming elections, he stated.
The State is completely in the
doldrums as the youth have no
employment and women are
subjected to various kinds of
atrocities, he felt.

He called upon the TDP
activists to work hard to bring
back the democratic rule of
Chandrababu Naidu.

‘No dearth of funds for
minority welfare’
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

State Minority Welfare
Director GC Kishore Kumar
has said that the State govern-
ment is giving top priority to
the welfare of Muslins in the
State and Chief Minister YS
Jagan Mohan Reddy is ready to
spend any amount of funds for
their welfare.

Addressing a review meet-
ing held at the AP State Urdu
Academy Conference Hall in
Vijayawada on Saturday,
Kishore Kumar said that the
government will support the
deserving poor minorities
through 'Navaratnalu' welfare
schemes. The Chief Minister
will look into any new propos-
als brought for the welfare,
prosperity, and happiness of
minorities. He said that the
government will support new
professional hubs, incentives
for minority MSMEs, con-
struction of minority schools,
residential schools and col-
leges, ITI, polytechnic, etc. He
said that many pending reno-
vations and development
works are already being under-
taken in the State by the gov-
ernment.

He enquired with the dis-
trict officials on the perfor-
mance of the Minority
Department and sought
details. The implementation of
the schemes offered by the
government should be period-
ically reviewed at the field
level. They want to work hard
to ensure that every deserving
minority receives the benefits
of the welfare provided by the
government. He said that due
to the shortage of officers in
the department, it is suggest-
ed to use the services of village
secretariat staff and volun-
teers at the field level.

As part of the Prime

Minister's Jana Vikas Yojana
scheme, the Minorities depart-
ment director pointed out that
there is a possibility of estab-
lishing educational institutions
in areas where there are more
Muslims and minorities and
building structures such as
community halls, new skill
development centres, health
sector, etc.

During the review meeting
issues discussed were for
Imams, Mauzams, Pastors,
Prime Minister's Jan Vikas
Yojana, 'YSR Jagananna's
Sasvata Bhu Hakku and Bhu
Rakshana as well as waqf lands,
central and state government
scholarship schemes, hostels,
residential schools, for the
benefit of minority communi-
ties.

Waqf Board CEO, Urdu
Academy Director Abdul
Qadeer, Survey Commissioner
of Waqf Sheikh Sheerin
Begum, Nur Basha Federation
MD Dr. Mohammad Mastan,
CEDM Director Mohammad
Mastan Wali, Christian
Corporation MD Elisha, 26
District Minority Welfare
Officers, and others were pre-
sent.

The Chief
Minister will
look into any
new proposals
brought for the
welfare,
prosperity, and
happiness of
minorities.

Naidu will go to jail if stay
orders lifted: Jogi Ramesh

Continued from page 1

He claimed that people don't
trust Naidu even if he makes
universal efforts and false pro-
paganda against the Jagan gov-
ernment.

Minister Ramesh stated that
Naidu started a few Anna can-
teens before the 2019 elections
for poll benefits but now mak-
ing a fuss about canteens and
throwing mud at the govern-
ment.

Regarding the celebration
of becoming CM on November

1 by Naidu, Minister Ramesh
said that it is not the first time
CM occasion but it is
Vennupotu (backstabbing) day
as he became  CM by dethron-
ing the then CM and TDP
founder NT Rama Rao and
forcibly snatching the TDO. He
alleged that Naidu tried to
divert public attention from the
YSR birth anniversary by con-
ducting a day-long TD wide
range state level meeting yes-
terday which showed Naidu’s
evil conspiracies against
YSRCP. 

Buggana seeks fulfilment of AP Bifurcation Act provisions
Continued from page 1

Shah said the main objectives of the
Zonal Council meeting are – amicable
settlement of disputes between the
Centre and the States and inter-State
through mutual agreement, promotion
of regional cooperation between states,
and providing a forum for all of them
to brainstorm on issues of common
national importance and setting up a
collaboration system for strengthening
cooperation among all stakeholders.

The participating chief ministers and
lieutenant governors made various
demands about their states and union
territories.  Shah said that for the all-
around development of the country,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has put
the concept of Team India before the
nation and all the States together form
Team India.

In today's meeting, a total of 26
issues were discussed, 9 issues were
resolved, and 17 issues were reserved for
further consideration out of which 9

issues are related to reorganisation of
Andhra Pradesh, an official release said.

The meeting was attended by the
CMs of Kerala, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu-
- Pinarayi Vijayan, M K Stalin, and
Basavaraj Bommai, respectively, the LGs
of Puducherry and Andaman and the
Nicobar Islands, the Administrator of
Lakshadweep, Chief Secretaries of
Southern Zonal Council States, Union
Home Secretary, Secretary Inter-State
Council Secretariat and other Senior
officials of State and Central Ministries

and Departments.
Out of these, 108 projects worth Rs

76,000 crore have been completed
while 98 projects worth Rs 13,2000
crore are under implementation, the
statement said quoting him.      In total,
projects worth more than Rs. 2,00,000
crore are being implemented under
Sagarmala for coastal States.

'Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada
Yojana' is being run for the Blue
Revolution, he said. Since 2015, Rs
4,206 crore has been sanctioned.

Continued from page 1

National investigation
agencies are concentrating on
non-BJP ruled states and are
focusing on leaders and polit-
ical parties who are support-
ing KCR's Third Front and his
anti-BJP stance.

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee, former
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray, and
Jharkhand Chief Minister
Hemant Soren have support-
ed KCR's proposal to forge a
Third Front.

Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) chief Sharad Pawar,
Rashtriya Janata Dal leader
Tejasvi Yadav and Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal have
supported KCR's anti-BJP
stance.

At the national level, the
Congress or the UPA is not in
a position to challenge the BJP
or the NDA. In these circum-
stances, if anti-BJP parties
unite then the BJP may face a
big challenge in the next gen-
eral elections.

The BJP leadership has
decided not to give that
chance to anti-BJP parties to
join hands. The BJP leader-
ship has decided to trouble
parties that take an anti-BJP
stance across the nation.

As per this plan, the BJP has
targeted leaders and political
parties who have supported
KCR and his Third Front
proposal against the BJP.

For this, the Central
Government has allotted work
to national investigation agen-

cies and are digging up old
cases too.

Like KCR, West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee is also a strong anti-
BJP leader. In West Bengal,
the ED arrested West Bengal
Minister Trinamool Congress
General Secretary Partha
Chatterjee in connection with
the West Bengal School
Service Commission (SSC)
teacher recruitment scam.

Similarly, the CBI has
named Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia in
the FIR along with others in
connection with the Delhi
liquor scam.

Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal said that BJP
may get Manish Sisodia
arrested. The BJP is also try-
ing to entangle some TRS
leaders also in the Delhi liquor
scam.

Meanwhile, in Maharashtra
Shiv Sena President Uddhav
Thackeray lost his Chief
Minister post in the drama
engineered by the BJP. In
addition to this, Shiv Sena’s
firebrand leader Sanjay Raut
was arrested by the ED for a
land scam.

Jharkhand Chief Minister
Hemant Soren who support-
ed KCR is now on the verge
of losing his Chief Minister
post. The BJP is trying to get
Soren disqualified as an MLA
citing the mining issue.

The BJP has also targeted
RJD leader Bihar Deputy
Chief Minister Tejasvi Yadav
and is trying to create prob-
lems for him.

BJP targeting ‘Third Front’...

PNS n NEW DELHI

India has overtaken the UK
to become the world's fifth-
largest economy and is now
behind only the US, China,
Japan and Germany, accord-
ing to IMF projections.

A decade back, India was
ranked 11th among the large
economies while the UK
was at the fifth position.
With record beating expan-
sion in the April-June quar-
ter, the Indian economy has
now overtaken the UK,
which has slipped to the
sixth spot. The assumption
of India overtaking the UK
is based on calculations by
Bloomberg using the IMF
database and historic
exchange rates on its termi-
nal.

"On an adjusted basis and
using the dollar exchange
rate on the last day of the rel-
evant quarter, the size of the
Indian economy in 'nominal'
cash terms in the quarter
through March was USD
854.7 billion. On the same
basis, the UK was USD 816
billion," stated a Bloomberg
report.

With India being the
world's fastest growing major
economy, its lead over the
UK will widen in the next
few years.

"Proud moment for India
to pip the UK, our colonial
ruler, as the 5th largest econ-
omy: India $3.5 trillion vs
UK $3.2 trillion. 

India becomes
5th largest
economy 

FM bullish on double-digit growth

CJI gets emotional
recalling 
Nagpur days
PNS nNAGPUR

Chief Justice of India U U Lalit on
Saturday got teary-eyed and emotion-
al reminiscing about the days he spent
in Maharashtra's Nagpur city at the
beginning of his career as a lawyer.
Speaking here at a felicitation function
organised for him by the High Court
Bar Association, he promised to do
everything to the best of his knowledge
and ability during his tenure as CJI.
Stating that he was feeling nostalgic
while speaking in Nagpur where he
started his journey with law, the CJI
referred to a poem by Rudyard
Kipling and said, "Life is a journey you
undertake and it makes one emotion-
al that it is not what you have covered
but it is how you cover that." 

PNS n HYDERABAD

Hoping for a double-digit
growth in GDP in this finan-
cial year, Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
on Saturday said the nation is
on a strong wicket when com-
pared to others, and is respon-
sive in terms of extending
hand-holding to the required
sections.

Speaking to media persons
here, she quoted reports saying
the country has zero per cent
chance of slipping into reces-
sion.

"I hope for (double-digit
growth). We will work for it...
So if you're not on the verge of
recession, it also gives me the
confidence that if you are con-

stantly responsive in terms of
the sections which need hand-
holding, in terms of the boost
that we have to give to the
economy..." she said when
asked if she expects double-
digit growth in the gross
domestic product (GDP) for
the year.

Recent figures released by
the Centre indicated that the
nation clocked 13.5 per cent
growth in GDP in the first
quarter of the current financial
year. It was 20.1 per cent a year
ago.

Sitharaman further said
some may argue that the high
growth rate is because of the
low base. "Compared to
economies we are talking
about, we are on a sound wick-

et. We are literally the fastest
growing economy," she said.

Referring to the World Bank
and IMF reports, the Union
minister said she was also tak-
ing into consideration the fact
that economies which were
far more developed than India
and comparable with the coun-

try, are on the verge of reces-
sion.

To another query on free-
bies, she said everybody
should participate in the
debate on the issue.

"We should become a party
to the discussion. Because if
you are giving something free

means somebody is paying for
it," Sitharaman said.

She suggested that any gov-
ernment after coming to
power must assess its financial
situation in terms of tax rev-
enues and others, and make
provisions before offering free-
bies.

“I hope for (double-digit growth). We will work
for it... So if you're not on the verge of recession,
it also gives me the confidence that if you are
constantly responsive in terms of the sections
which need hand-holding, in terms of the boost
that we have to give to the economy...” 

Security steps in
place for Cong
rally at Ramlila
PNS n NEW DELHI

Adequate security arrange-
ments have been made in
and around the Ramlila
Maidan in central Delhi in
view of  the  Congress '
protest on Sunday, offi-
cials said. The Delhi Police
has also issued a traffic
advisory on its official
Twitter handle, alerting
the commuters about road
closures  on  Sunday.
According to police, para-
military forces will  be
deployed along with the
local police at the venue
for the rally and metal
detec tors  wi l l  a lso  be
placed at the entry points
of the ground. 

TDP sees role of Vijayasai’s family
DELHI LIQUOR SCAM

PNS n HYDERABAD

Swatantra TV Channel
Managing Director B Krishna
Prasad on Saturday paid rich
tributes to tyagis saying: "We
owe our current freedom and
independence to sacrifices
made by freedom-fighters."

Addressing students as part
of the channel's Swatantra
Spoorthi programme held at St
Ann's Women's College in
Mehdipatnam here, Krishna
Prasad observed that the objec-
tive of the programme was to
recount the sacrifices made by
freedom- fighters. On account
of independence, today every-
one in the country was able to

eat what he or she liked and
wear what he or she wanted.
Across the globe, there were
restrictions on what women
should wear in at least 37
countries. Until about 100
years ago, women of only four
or five countries had the right
to exercise their franchise, he
explained. 

Women had begun to join
the mainstream, enjoying lib-
erty and equality in all aspects,
and were able to live as they
liked, Krishna Prasad said.St
Ann's College was synony-
mous with discipline and prac-
tical education, he said. He
appealed to students to use
available resources to pursue

good education, maintain good
physical fitness, and launch
themselves into a great career.

The college had earned rep-
utation as the only institution
to provide sports and comput-
er education opportunities to
students, he said. He congrat-
ulated the students for opting
to receive their education from
St Ann's College.

College Principal Pushpa
Leela told the students: "United
we stand, divided we fall". The
country became independent
because of the freedom move-
ment led by Mahatma Gandhi
using non-violence and non-
cooperation as weapons. "It is
our duty to pay our rich trib-

utes to the freedom-fighters
who sacrificed everything for
the sake of independence of
our nation," she said. 

The college principal appre-
ciated the efforts of Swatantra
TV to inspire youth by
recounting the freedom strug-
gle and sacrifices made by
freedom-fighters. St Ann's
College students said that per-
sons like PV Sindhu, Saina
Nehwal, Meghana and Krishna
Priya had played their role in
spreading the greatness of
India overseas.

Patriotic songs rendered by
college students and cultural
events presented by them
enthralled the audience.

Swatantra TV's efforts to inspire youth hailed
m Swatantra Spoorthi programme at ST Ann's College

Swatantra TTV CChannel MManaging DDirector KKrishna PPrasad ppresenting mmementoes tto SSt AAnn’s WWomen’s CCollege 
Principal SSister PPushpa LLeela, VVice PPrincipal RRadha KKiran aand MMiss UUniverse ccontestant AAbhimanika YYadav
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PNS n VIJAYAWADA

As many as 14 Assistants have
been promoted to
Administrative Officers (AO)
and Junior Assistants to Senior
Assistants in the combined
Krishna District Zilla Parishad.
Six senior assistants were pro-
moted to administrative offi-
cers and eight junior assistants

to senior assistants.
Krishna ZP Chairperson

Uppala Harika handed over
the promotion order copies to
the respective employees at a
programme held at the ZP
meeting hall in Machilipatnam
on Saturday.

Speaking on the occasion,
ZP Chairperson Uppala
Harika said that 50 employees

were promoted within a year. 
She called upon the promot-

ed employees not to keep any
files pending. Every employee
should work transparently and
provide better services to the
public in the district, she
added.

Krishna ZP in-charge CEO
G Srinivasa Rao was also pre-
sent. 

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

NTR District Collector S Dilli
Rao has said that all officials
should set a target of complet-
ing 15,000 houses that are
under construction in the
Jagananna Housing Colonies
within 15 weeks, that is, by the
end of December, 2022.

Dilli Rao convened a Google
conference meeting with all
housing officials and Mandal
Parishad Development Officers
(MPDO) on the progress of the
housing projects, from his office
in Vijayawada on Saturday. He
took the progress report of
every housing layout in the dis-
trict and gave specific instruc-
tions to the officials.

Speaking on the occasion,
Dilli Rao said that the State gov-
ernment had taken the housing
scheme as a prestigious issue for
fulfilling the dream of every

poor person to own a house.
Housing officials and MPDOs
should take responsibility and
fulfil the government target, he
said.

The NTR District Collector
said that both Panchayat Raj
and Housing Department offi-
cials should set a joint target for
different stages like the base-
ment, roof, and roof casting and
complete the constructions as
per schedule. The officials con-
cerned should conduct review
meetings every week and lay
special focus on the presti-
gious programme, he said.

Dilli Rao said that about
5,000 houses in Vijayawada
Municipal Corporation,
Kondapalli, Tiruvuru,
Nandigama, and Jaggaiahpet
municipalities should also be
completed by December.  He set
a target of 200 houses per week
for the VMC, and a total of

about 3,500 houses. Also, he set
a target of 90 houses for
Kondapalli, 20 for Tiruvuru, 22
houses for Nandigama, and 13
houses for the Jaggaiahpet
municipality.

Meanwhile, he said that
10,000 houses would be com-
pleted in 11 mandals in the dis-
trict and set a target of house
construction completed every
week. About 1,800 houses
should be completed in the
Mylavaram mandal. Also, 1,200

houses in G Konduru, 1,000
houses in Kanchikacherla, 900
houses in Nandigama, 750
houses in Chandarlapadu, 600
in Penuganchiprolu, 674 in
Vatsavai mandal, 550 in
Veerulapadu mandal, 300 in r
Jaggaiahpet, and 2,296 houses
construction target given to
Vijayawada Rural, he said.

Also, he said all mandal-level
officials should take the coop-
eration with people's represen-
tatives and achieve the housing
targets. All officials should treat
the target as a challenge and
complete housing construc-
tions at all layouts in the district,
he added.

NTR district housing project
director V Sridevi, executive
engineers Ravikanth, Vijaya
Babu, Khajavali, Ramprasad,
Malleswara Rao, Municipal
Commissioners, and MPDOs
attended. 

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Abhishek M Reddy shone in
batting and made a half-cen-
tury (88 runs in 90 balls)
helping the South Zone team
win the first match against the
North Zone by six wickets in
the Andhra Cricket
Association (ACA) Senior
Men's inter-zonal one-day
tournament. The South Zone
bowler Dharma Naren Reddy
excelled in bowling and took
three wickets.

The three-day ACA Men's
inter-zonal One-Day tourna-
ment began at the ACA
grounds at Mulapadu of
Ibrahimpatnam in the NTR
district on Saturday. South
Zone, North Zone, and
Central Zone teams are partic-
ipating in the 50 overs tourna-
ment.

In the first match of the
tournament, the North Zone
team won the toss and chose
to bat first. The team scored
226 runs for a loss of nine
wickets in the stipulated 50
overs, M Harsha Vardhan
Reddy 46 in 67 balls with three
boundaries and one six, G
Manish 38 in 34 balls, and T
Vijay 39 in 39 balls with three
sixes helping in the team score.
South Zone bowler D Naren
Reddy took three wickets by

giving 53 runs in ten overs.
In reply, South Zone

reached the target of 230 runs
for a loss of four wickets in
45.3 overs. Abhishek M Reddy
excelled in the batting and
made a half-century (88 runs
in 90 balls with six boundaries
and two sixes) and helped the
team win. North zone bowlers
failed to take wickets of the
South Zone and prevent a big
score.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Vijayawada-Central MLA
Malladi Vishnu has said that
under the leadership of Chief
Minister YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy, the State has received
thousands of crores of rupees
of investments while the
Opposition TDP was unable to
take it and was criticising the
government. The MLA alleged
that TDP senior leader
Yanamala Ramakrishnadu's
letters to the Centre and NGT
on the Kakinada Bulk Drug
Park is the proof of this.

As part of the 'Gadapa
Gadapaku Mana Prabhutvam'
programme, the MLA visited
the 269th secretariat in the
62nd division in the con-
stituency on Saturday. On the
occasion, he pointed out that
the TDP was spreading false
propaganda that no industries

are coming to the State. The
TDP is making all efforts to
stop the Bulk Drug Park which
is shameful. He said that Bulk
Drug Park will get an invest-
ment of around Rs 15,000
crore to the State and thou-
sands of unemployed youth
will get jobs.

Malladi Vishnu asked TDP
chief Chandrababu Naidu, who
had served chief minister for
14 years, had done nothing for

the people of the State. He said
that even during the 2019 elec-
tions, the TDP leader and its
friendly media made a lot of
allegations against YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy, but the people
gave a clear verdict.

MLA Vishnu recalled that
when YS Jagan Mohan Reddy
spoke in the assembly for spe-
cial status during the TDP
regime, Chandrababu agreed
to the package unilaterally and

now he is asking for special sta-
tus. He slammed,
Chandrababu Naidu for saying
AP is becoming like Sri Lanka,
and if TDP is back in power
they will provide double wel-
fare to the people which is
ridiculous.

Commenting on BJP's 5,000
meetings across the State,
Vishnu demanded an open
apology to all the people of the
State for not implementing the
promises during bifurcation
including the special status.

EE (Engineering) Srinivas,
Zonal Commissioner (in-
charge) Ambedkar, DE
Ramakrishna, AMOH
Ramakoteswara Rao, co-option
members Nandepu Jagadish,
YSRCP leaders Alampur Vijay,
Ramireddy, Samman Venkata
Rao, Modugula Ganesh,
Haimavathi, Mastan, Bora
Bujji, and others were present.

Malladi slams TDP for
opposing Bulk Drug Park

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy wound up his three-day
tour of the YSR district and
returned to Tadepalli from
Idupulapaya on Saturday
morning. On the first day of
his trip, the Chief Minister
inaugurated the complex built
at an estimated cost of Rs 3.22
cr at Velplula village in the YSR
district.  The Sachivalayam
was built with Rs 40 lakh and

the Rythu Bharosa Kendram
with Rs 21.80 lakh along with
a YSR Health Clinic, a digital
library, a post office, and a
cooperative society.

A separate bus stand was also
built in the complex. The CM
was on a three-day visit to the
YSR district to participate in the
death anniversary of former
chief minister YS Rajasekhara
Reddy in Idupulapaya. YS Jagan
also participated in other events
as well.

On the second day of his

trip, YS Jagan Mohan Reddy
paid tributes at YSR Ghat in
Idupulapaya on the death
anniversary of the late YS
Rajasekhara Reddy. Along with
the CM, his family members
YS Vijayamma, YS Bharathi,
and YS Sharmila paid tributes
to YSR. YS Jagan later partic-
ipated in special prayers along
with his family members. 

After the special prayers, YS
Jagan held a review meeting on
the development of the
Pulivendula constituency. 

CM winds up Kadapa visit

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Durga temple Executive
Officer (EO) D Bhramaramba
on Saturday formally
launched the queue line works
near the Vinayaka temple by
performing a 'puja' as part of
the Dasara Sarannavaratri fes-
tival  to be held from
September 26 to October 5
atop the Indrakeeladri in
Vijayawada.

This year, Dasara
Sarannavaratri festival celebra-
tions would be organised for 10
days as per the decision of the
Durga temple Vedic Committee.
Goddess Durga Devi will give
darshan to the devotees in ten
incarnations during the Dasara
celebrations.

Under the direction of the
Deputy Chief Minister and

Minister for Endowment Kottu
Satyanarayana, NTR District
Collector S Dilli Rao, and
Vijayawada Police
Commissioner Kanthi Rana
Tata, the queue line works began
from the Vinayaka temple.

Durga temple EO
Bhramaramba, along with tem-
ple's Sthanacharyulu
Vishnubhotla Siva Prasad
Sarma, performed a 'puja'
tomark the occasion. On Friday,
Minister Satyanarayana,

Collector Dilli Rao, CP Kanthi
Rana, EO Bhramaramba, and
engineering officials visited the
Durga temple and suggested a
plan of action for hassle-free
darshan of Goddess Durga Devi
for devotees.

Speaking on the occasion,
temple EO Bhramaramba said
that all necessary facilities would
be provided to the devotees to
have darshan of Durga Devi
during the Dasara festival with
the support of the State govern-
ment. "We will take the help of
all departments for conducting
the Dasara festival successfully,"
she said.

Durga Temple Executive
Engineers KVS Koteswara Rao,
L Rama Devi, Assistant
Executive Engineer Boppana
Ashok, Archaka Undi Srinu, and
others participated. 

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

On the occasion of
International Vulture
Awareness Day on Saturday,
Indira Gandhi Zoological Park
Education Team conducted
an outreach programme. The
team went to the local Trinity
Public School and educated
the students about vultures.

The team explained various
topics like the need for vul-
tures in nature and why they
are becoming extinct. The
students were explained about
the different species of vultures
in the world and their food
habits. They also explained the

consequences faced by nature
and humans if vultures
become extinct.

The students were also
explained how to protect
endangered species. Later, a
puzzle game related to vultures
was organised for the stu-
dents. The school manage-
ment appreciated the IGZP
team for conducting the
awareness programme about
vultures and their students
learnt so many interesting
facts about vultures that they
did not know. 

The Zoo Education Team
and school staff participated in
the programme.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Former TTD EO and Special
CS in CMO, KS Jawahar
Reddy, on Saturday advised
TTD officials to focus on the
construction works of Sri
Padmavati Children’s Super
Specialty Hospital. He also
appreciated TTD for the imple-
mentation of the E-Mbook
app.

Virtually addressing a review
meeting from his Tadepalli
office with TTD EO AV
Dharma Reddy and other
senior officials, Jawahar Reddy
exhorted the officials to take up
hospital construction works,

including fundraising and pro-
ject progress, etc. on a war foot-
ing

Among others, he lauded the
615 heart surgeries at
Children’s Hospital, Cleft lip
and Palate surgeries for chil-
dren at BIRRD hospital, the
artificial limbs production at
BIRRD, improving medical
services in SVIMS, beautifica-
tion of Anjaneya birthplace
location at Akashaganga and
completion of a museum in
Tirumala within 18 months.

Jawahar Reddy reviewed
precautionary steps to avert
landslides on Ghat roads dur-
ing heavy rains, complete the

Srivari temple at Jammu and
Sri Padmavati temple at
Chennai ahead of schedule,
and health cards with perfect
health profiles of all TTD
employees and EHS fund for

safeguarding employees' health.
He lauded the 'Adivo...

Alladivo' programme on SVBC
and suggested more such pro-
grammes. He expressed
immense satisfaction over the

growing demand for 'agarbat-
tis' and 'Panchagavya' products
and the need to set up a second
unit for manufacturing.

TTD EO AV Dharma
Reddy explained steps being
taken for promoting energy
meters in rest houses, feed
mixing plant in Goshalas, pro-
moting nodal goshalas in the
State, fertility campaign for
'desi' breeds, electric buses, and
steps taken for getting NAC
recognition for TTD educa-
tional institutions.

TTD JEOs Sada Bhargavi,
Veerabrahmam, FA & CAO
Balaji, CE Nageswara Rao, and
other HODs were also present.

TTD asked to focus on children’s hospital

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Swathi Pala won the Mrs India
Worldwide 2022 Pageant held
at Hilton Inn, Ras Al
Khaimah. The beauty pageant
was an initiative of Haut
Monde providing a global
platform for married women.

Swathi is a native of
Visakhapatnam who is resid-
ing in Canada. An MBA grad-
uate, a mother of two sons,
and Swathi Pala donned many
hats. She conveyed her heart-
felt thanks to pageant
groomers Ritika Ramtri and
Shailza Suri. She credited her
husband, family and friends.

She says marriage is not an
end, but a new beginning
with new horizons and it is up

to the women to look beyond
and rediscover themselves. I
take this crown with a lot of
respect and responsibility and
will promise to maintain the
legacy of the crown.

Vizag woman crowned 
Mrs India Worldwide 2022

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

CPI State secretary K
Ramakrishna has demanded
that the State government
implement the Rehabilitation
and Restoration (R & R) pack-
age for those who were dis-
placed by Polavaram Project.
Even after years of construc-
tion, the Polavaram Project is
not completed and the resi-
dents are worried about hous-
ing, he said.  

In this connection, CPI
State secretary K Ramakrishna
wrote a letter to Chief Minister
YS Jagan Mohan Reddy urging
him to implement the R&R
package, and health facilities
for the project displaced peo-
ple, on Saturday

He said that because of the
floods every year, the project
displaced people have been
affected due to the non-com-
pletion of houses. 

Implement R&R package
for Polavaram oustees: CPI

Dasara fest: Queue line works begin

‘Complete 15,000 houses in 15 weeks’

14 employees get promotions 

OUTREACH MARKS VULTURE DAYACA TOURNAMENT

SZ posts 6-wicket
win over North Zone

Online course
in food
processing 
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The Federation of Andhra
Pradesh Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
(FAPCCI) is organising a
Ten-Day Online Certificate
Course on ‘’Entrepreneurship
Development Program in
Food Processing”  from
September 6 to 17.

Sk Sahabuddin, pro-
gramme coordinator, FAPC-
CI, here on Saturday said that
the food processing industry
in India is a sunrise sector
that is serving as a vital link
between the agricultural and
industrial segments of the
economy. He further said
that the food processing
industry in India is a poten-
tial source for driving the
rural economy as it brings
about the synergy between
the consumer industry and
agriculture.

Sahabuddin said that this
sector has a wide variety of
opportunities for setting up
manufacturing and service
enterprises, especially the
MSME sector. He explained
that the training program is
designed to give more in-
depth knowledge to aspiring
entrepreneurs who would
like to enter the food process-
ing sector. He further
explained that the partici-
pants gain insightful knowl-
edge about how to proceed
with their future business
plans in the right direction
and live interaction with the
experts.

He said that interested
people, including academi-
cians and students, can
make use of the online cer-
tificate course. He men-
tioned that topics including
methods of identifying the
market, procurement of raw
materials, project report
preparation, obtaining bank
loans,  packaging,  and
branding, legal aspects,
FSSAI license & registration
system, food processing
technologies and services,
export  opportunities ,
schemes and policies and
risk management will be
covered. 

He added that assessment
and certification will be done
by FAPCCI post-session and
interested people can 
contact 80085 79624 / Email:
vjwfapcci@gmail.com for
more details.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Kompall i  Udayasri,  an
Assistant Professor at PB
Siddhartha Arts & Science
College in the city, has
been awarded Ph.D degree
by Sri Maharshi College of
Vedic Astrology, Udaipur,
for  her  thes is  on 'A
Machine Learning Model
to Predict the Profession as
S of tware  Engineer  in
Astrology". 

She has completed her
doctorate under the guidance
of Dr Rudresh M Shastry.

Udayasri has been in the
teaching profession for two-
and- a-half decades and has
shown exceptional talent in
the Computer Science
department, winning the
World Book of Records in the
last academic year. 

She has received 'Best
Woman Researcher', 'Top 100
Professionals', and 'Nari
Samman Award 'in the past.  

Ph.D awarded
to city-based
lecturer 
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Minister for Water Resources
Management Ambati
Rambabu has said that Rs 1
crore was released for carrying
out repairs to the damaged 3rd
crest gate of the Gundlakamma
project. He said that 2 TMCs
of water in the project should
be released into the sea to carry
out repairs.  

The minister on Saturday
visited the Gundlakamma pro-
ject and saw the damaged crest
gate and the water flow from
the project.  The engineers of
the project explained to the
minister the extent of damage
and steps to be taken to replace
the damaged crest gate.

Later talking to the media,
the minister informed “Rs 1
crore has been released to
carry out the crest gates. The
tender process has also been
completed and the works will
begin soon to carry out repairs
to the damaged crest gates”, the
minister made it clear, stating
that 2 TMC of water should be
released to the downstream
into the sea to carry out repairs. 

Ambati Rambabu said that
if it is required, the
Gundlakamma project would
be filled with water by divert-
ing NSP water through the
Right canal. The Minister

alleges that the maintenance of
the crest gates was ignored dur-
ing the Telugu Desam party-
headed government. Due to a
lack of proper maintenance,
the crest gates were damaged
and it became difficult to oper-
ate them now.  

He alleged that Rs 6 crore
was released by the erstwhile
government to carry out
repairs to the Gundlakamma
project but the money was
used for constructing a guest
house and installing a Telugu
Talli statue instead of taking up
spillway works of the project.
He also attributed the damage
to the third crest gate of the
Gundlakamma project to the

negligence in maintenance
which took place during the
Telugu Desam party regime

The minister took strong
exception to the news being
published in a section of the
media on the damage to the
crest gates of the
Gundlakamma project.

“It is true that the crest
gates of the Gundlakamma
project were damaged. But the
reason for the same is that
maintenance was neglected
during the TDP regime. Two
TMCs of water should be
released to the sea to carry out
repairs to the damaged crest
gates”, Rambabu informed.

The minister, at the same

time, asked the farmers not to
worry about the supply of irri-
gation water assuring them to
provide irrigation water to the
Kharif and rabi crops by mak-
ing alternative arrangements
through diverting NSP water to
the Gundlakamma project. 

ZP chairperson B
Venkayama submitted a mem-
orandum to the minister urg-
ing to release of required funds
to carry out repairs to the irri-
gation projects and drinking
water tanks in the constituen-
cy.  JC Abhisekh Shikt,
Gundlakamma project engi-
neers, and other officials were
among those who accompa-
nied the minister.

DAMAGE TO GUNDLAKAMMA PROJECT CREST GATE

Rs 1cr released towards repairs
PNS n GUNTUR

Municipal Commissioner
Keerthi Chekuri has said that
the corporation is keen to
beautify the city and the works
for beautifying the main road
junctions are being taken up.

The Municipal
Commissioner said that the
corporation had laid special
focus especially to beautify
the city and as part of it an
action plan was evolved for the
beautification of road junc-
tions.

Keerthi Chekuri visited the
Kakani ‘Y’ junction, Old
Guntur police station junction,
Chilakaluripet 'Y' junction,
and Chuttugunta junction here
on Saturday.  The officials
explained to her the beautifi-
cation of the junctions.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Commissioner said that as
part of beautifying the city, the
main junctions are being beau-
tified.

“A 3D statue of Mahatma
Gandhi will be installed at
Kakani road junction. All the

road junctions will be beauti-
fied in various shapes”, she said.
SE PVK Bhaskar, ADH Rama
Rao, DEE Srinivasa Reddy,
Kalyana Rao, and other offi-
cials accompanied him.

Later municipal commis-
sioner Keerthi Chekuri
launched a mobile app. The
secretariat secretaries were
given the power to impose a
fine through an app on those
who dump garbage on roads.
The Commissioner appealed
to all to cooperate to beautify
the city.

‘UP' cage 
to capture
elusive tiger
PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

The forest
o f f i c i a l s
installed a
‘UP’ cage to
trap the elu-

sive tiger in Vizianagaram dis-
trict.

Forest officials said that the
cage was brought from Uttar
Pradesh especially to capture
the elusive Bengal tiger which
has strayed into Andhra
Pradesh. The UP cage was
placed at Yenkepalem village
in Bondapalli mandal. The
tiger killed two cows on
Thursday in the area. The for-
est officials guess that the
Tiger is still in the area.

The UP cage was placed in
the village and the forest offi-
cials constantly monitored it.
When the tiger enters the
cage the door gate would
automatically close, trapping
the tiger in it, the forest offi-
cials aid. If the movement of
the tiger was found at anoth-
er place, the cage would be
shifted to that area, forest offi-
cials said. It may be mentioned
here that the Bengal tiger
strayed into the Kakinada dis-
trict four months ago and
since then it has been roam-
ing in the region and has
become elusive to the forest
officials to be captured.

Beautification of road
junctions on: Civic chief

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

MP GVL Narsimha Rao met
Union Minister for Ports and
Shipping Sarbananda Sonowal
on Saturday. The MP high-
lighted the need for large-
scale construction of covered
storage space for Bulk Cargo at
Visakhapatnam Port to control
pollution caused by the emis-
sion of fugitive dust from all
Coking Coal, Steam Coal and
other operations at the
Visakhapatnam Port.

In a letter to the Union
Minister, MP Narasimha Rao
mentioned that the habitation
around the Port has grown
exponentially over the decades
and covered storage infra-
structure needs to be created
to handle bulk cargo within
covered sheds to minimise
the emission of the fugitive
dust. The MP suggested that
the proposed investment be
made by the Central
Government under the Sagar

Mala project and recoup the
investment by collecting user
charges from the users to
recover such capital invest-
ments over a longer period.
GVL emphasized the need to
draw up a time-bound action
plan to bring all coking coal
and steam coal operations
under covered sheds to arrest
the emission of fugitive dust.

Highlighting issues of pub-

lic health concerns and sus-
tainability of port operations,
GVL urged the Union Minister
to sanction the provision of
large, well-equipped cover
storage sheds shortly. He stat-
ed that positive interventions
in this regard will improve
Visakhapatnam port opera-
tions and improve the quality
of life of the citizens of
Visakhapatnam.

GVL urges Union Min to check
pollution at Visakha Port

PNS n BHIMAVARAM

District Collector P Prashanti
directed the private school
managements to provide 25
percent of seats to the students
of poor.

The District Collector has
directed the private school
managements to upload on the
website the information relat-
ed to filling up 25 percent of
seats for poor students in pri-
vate schools.

The Collector held a meet-
ing with the correspondents of
the private schools here on
Saturday. Speaking on the
occasion, the District Collector
directed the management of
the private schools to ensure
that 25 percent of the admis-

sions in the private schools
must be given to poor students.

She said that the registration

of students, giving of TCs,
and distribution of textbooks
should be completed within

the stipulated time without
neglecting to indent the details
online. The Collector said that
lessons should be taught with
SCERT textbooks in private
schools.

Regarding the 25 percent
admissions, the students should
be informed about the fee
reimbursement received from
the state government, she told
them. The district Collector
said that the admission details
of the SC, ST, BC, and EWS stu-
dents in private schools for this
academic year should be regis-
tered through the welfare assis-
tant of the village secretariat.
DEO RV Ramana, Municipal
Commissioner S Shiva Rama
Krishna, MEO B Vinayakudu,
and other officials were present.

25% seats in pvt schools should be
reserved for poor students: DC  

Registration for Dandiya 
event evokes good response
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Creative Soul founders Suman
Meena, and Neha Jain has said
that there has been a good
response in registration for the
Dandiya and Garba mega
event scheduled to be
held from
September 8 to
23 at the Jyothi
Convention
Centre in
Vijayawada. 

Aspiring
artists can
c h o o s e
t h e
length
of the
t r a i n i n g
from 11 am
to 1 pm
and from 4

pm to 9 pm at Jyoti
Convention Centre, near Benz
Circle, they said in a press
release here on Saturday.

They further said that GM
modular would act as the

main modular for
the mega event

and a special
Dandiya exhi-
bition would

be held on
September
8 and 9. 

On the
occasion of the
Dasara festival, the
mega event would
be organised in the
city, they said.

Trainers would
come from
Guj ar at ,

they added. 

Man arrested
for duping
woman for 
Rs 48 lakh
PNS n NARASARAOPET

The police arrested a man for
duping a woman of Rs 48
lakh in the name of marriage.

Police here on Saturday
said that a woman got mar-
ried and divorced her hus-
band a few years ago. She
wanted to get married again
and she registered her name
on Jeevansathi matrimony
website.

Taking this advantage, the
accused Koccharla Vamshi
Krishna alias Srikanth pro-
posed to marry her. She told
the victim that he would
take her to America after
marriage. He told her that to
get a VISA, a huge amount
should be deposited in the
bank account and she trust-
ed what he said.

She deposited Rs 48 lakh in
his account in a few install-
ments. The accused Srikanth
kept telling her that he would
come to her house with his
parents to discuss their mar-
riage but he did not come.
When she did not get a prop-
er answer from him, the vic-
tim understood that she was
deceived and lodged a com-
plaint with the police.   

CI Asok Kumar registered
a case and investigated based
on the phone number of the
accused. The police identified
the accused as Vamshi
Krishna of Vijayawada and he
created a fake Facebook ID
and uploaded a morphed
photo to the matrimonial
website.  The accused earlier
duped a woman in the
Prakasam district similarly.

PNS n BAPATLA

Guntupalli PHC medical officer Dr.
Bhanuprakash has been suspended on
charges of sexual harassment.

Health Minister Vidadala Rajini
made a surprise inspection of the
Guntupalli PHC in the Addanki con-
stituency on Saturday. The ANMs at
the hospital complained to the minis-
ter that medical officer Dr.
Bhanuprakash was sexually harassing
them. Moreover, some ANMs working
under the jurisdiction of the PHC also
complained to the minister that he was
misbehaving with them in the hospi-
tal.

The locals also complained to her
that Dr. Bhanuprakash does not attend
to duties properly as he is doing pri-
vate practice. 

Responding to the complaints, the
health minister directed the officials to
suspend Dr.Bhanuprakash. She also
ordered an inquiry into the complaints

and directed the higher officials to take
stringent action against Bhanuprakash
based on the inquiry report.

The officials issued orders suspend-
ing Dr.Bhanuprakash from duties and

an inquiry into the complaints against
him was ordered.

Minister Vidadala Rajini inspected
the OP block, operation theatre, drug
store, and labor room. She inquired

with the patients about the medical ser-
vices in the hospital. The minister said
that there are sufficient stocks of med-
icines in the hospital. She also claimed
that there is needed medical equipment
in the hospital.

She said that Chief Minister Y S
Jagan Mohan Reddy is releasing crores
of rupees for the health sectors. “When
the Chief Minister is giving priority to
the health sector and allocated crores
of rupees funds, some employees are
working indifferently”, she lamented.  

She claimed that better medical ser-
vices and facilities are being provided
in government hospitals than in private
hospitals.  The government is modern-
izing the government hospital under
the Nadu-Nedu program, she said.

She promised to provide more facil-
ities to the Guntupalli PHC. Director
of health Ramireddy and Family wel-
fare commissioner and national health
mission director Nivas accompanied
the minister.

PHC head suspended on charges of sexual harassment

K VENKATESHWARLU

n HYDERABAD

Call it 'liberation', 'merger', 'inte-
gration', or 'armed struggle' of
Telangana, September 17 this
year is set to go down in histo-
ry as the day replete with com-
mencement of celebrations by
almost all parties with gusto.  

The BJP-led Central govern-
ment's decision to celebrate
'Telangana Liberation Day' for a
year in areas connected with the
Nizam's establishment has
forced other political parties to
announce matching plans. All
political parties are getting ready
for year-long celebrations to
mark 75 years of the D-day in
Telangana. 

Although statements in this
regard by the TRS, BJP,
Congress, Communists, TJS and
others have been on expected
lines, the one from AIMIM on
its variant of the celebrations has
shocked not only BJP but also
people of Telangana. 

On Saturday, BJP, TRS and
Congress announced that they
would organise year-long cele-
brations, starting September 17,

2022. The Centre has declared
that it would celebrate
September 17th as 'Telangana
Liberation Day'. The TRS has
chosen to conduct 'Telangana
National Integration Day' cele-
brations. The Congress stated
that it would organise Telangana
Merger Day celebrations. The
CPI has decided to conduct
Telangana Sayudha Porata
Varotsavalu from September
11th to 17th. The CPM is cele-
brating September 17 as the
Telangana Merger Day this time
too. 

Surprisingly, AIMIM chief
Asaduddin Owaisi announced
on Saturday that his party would
conduct a Tiranga Yatra in the
Old City on September 17.
Owaisi said that September 17
was the day when Nizam's
Hyderabad merged with the
Indian Union. 

With AIMIM jumping on
the bandwagon, Telangana is set
to witness a series of celebra-
tions, rallies and public meetings
on September 17.

Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao announced
that the TRS government would
organise year-long 'Telangana
National Integration Day cele-
brations.'

"The Centre has decided to
celebrate Telangana Liberation
Day on September 17. I appeal
to the Centre to celebrate
September 17 as National
Integration Day instead of
Liberation Day. I sent letters to
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah and Telangana Chief
Minister K. Chandrasekhar Rao
regarding this. Hindus and
Muslims fought for the libera-
tion of Hyderabad Samsthan,"

Asaduddin said.
Asaduddin Owaisi said that

all AIMIM MLAs would partic-
ipate in the Tiranga Yatra being
organised in the Old City on
September 17.

Meanwhile, Telangana
Congress president Revanth
Reddy called upon Congress
leaders and cadre to celebrate
Telangana Merger Day for a year
to mark the 75th year of the
merger of Hyderabad State with
the Indian Union.

The Telangana Jana Samithi
(TJS) will organize Telangana
Merger Day celebrations this
year too.

It may be mentioned here that
Razakars led by Qasim Rizvi and
MIM wanted a Muslim country
carved out of Hyderabad as
South Pakistan. The Razakars
were then operating as
'stormtroopers' for the MIM.
About 1,50,000 Razakar "sol-
diers" had been mobilized to
"fight against the Indian Union"
for the 'independence' of the
erstwhile Hyderabad State.

Parties vie to commemorate Sept 17

NAVEENA GHANATE 

n HYDERABAD

In a surprise move, the
Telangana government decid-
ed to celebrate September 17 as
Telangana National Integration
Day.  

On Saturday, a Cabinet
meeting was held at the Pragati
Bhavan under the chairman-
ship of Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao. The
Cabinet meeting which lasted
for around three hours decid-
ed to celebrate September 17 as
'Telangana Jathiya Samaikya
Vajrotasavalu' for three days.

The evolution of Telangana
from a monarchy to a democ-
racy will complete 75 years on

September 17, 2022. September
17 is observed as 'Telangana
National Integration Day.’

The Cabinet decided to hold
the opening ceremony of
'Vajrotsavam' in a grand man-
ner. The Cabinet has decided
that programmes should be
organised for three days.

On September 16, massive

rallies of students, men and
women would be organised in
all the state’s constituency cen-
tres.

On September 17, Chief
Minister K. Chandrasekhar
Rao will hoist the national flag
at the public garden and give a
speech.

On the same day, ministers

in all district centres, officials
of all government offices in
municipality and panchayat
centres and public representa-
tives should organise national
flag unveiling programmes.

In the afternoon of the same
day (September 17), Banjara
Bhavan and Adivasi Bhavan in
Hyderabad will be inaugurated.

There will be a huge proces-
sion from People's Plaza on
Necklace Road to NTR
Stadium via Tank Bund
Ambedkar statue. After that, a
public meeting will be held
there.

Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao will attend
the meeting as the chief guest
and address it.

TELANGANA TO CELEBRATE SEPT 17 AS

Cabinet decides to organise a number of programmes on a grand scale

The Cabinet has decided the
programs to be organized for 3 days.
On 16th September massive rallies
would be organized with students,
young men and women in all the
constituency centers of the state.

National Integration Day

n To organise rallies and public meetings 
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G
hulam Nabi Azad, who recently broke his five-decade-long association with the
Congress, will begin his fresh political journey Sunday from Jammu where he would
set up the first unit of his own party. All preparations have been completed for

Azad's first public rally in Jammu, a close aide of the former chief minister said on the eve
of the public meeting. Azad would be accorded a grand reception on his arrival from Delhi
Sunday morning, and a procession
would accompany him to the venue of
the public meeting at the Sainik
Colony, former minister G M Saroori
said. Saroori is among over two dozen
prominent legislators who resigned
from the Congress in support of Azad.
The 73-year-old Azad is likely to
announce the formation of his own
political party. Azad, 73, ended his
five-decade association with the
Congress on August 26, terming the
party "comprehensively destroyed".

All set for Azad's first public rally in
Jammu since leaving Cong

U
nion Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya on Saturday emphasised on people's
participation to boost the organ donation drive in the country. The campaign has to
be a people's movement to be successful, he said. Mandaviya virtually inaugurated

the 'Swasth Sabal Bharat' conclave in the presence of Sikkim Governor Ganga Prasad
here. The purpose of the conclave is to discuss the present situation of body-organ-eye
donation in India and find solutions to
the challenges ahead in future, a
health ministry statement said. In his
address, the minister appreciated the
noble cause behind the meet. "It is in
our cultural tradition that we think of
not only our own benefit but also that
of others, and the issue of organ
donation is intricately linked to such a
vision," he said. He emphasised on
"Jan Bhagidari" or people's movement
to encourage people to come forward
to donate their organs for humanity.

Mandaviya emphasises organ
donation drive

A
n African native grass variety has gained popularity among farmers here for
use as green fodder and ease of cropping, a successful experiment which
authorities want to replicate across the state. Around six months back, farmers

in the district were introduced to Cenchrus, purpureus, commonly known as Napier
grass or Elephant grass, and encouraged to grow it in their fields as green fodder.
The local administration pushed
for cultivation of the grass
considering its versatility and
nutritional value as green fodder.
According to agriculture experts,
the grass contains more protein
as compared to the traditional
green fodder. "Along with its
nutritional value, Napier grass is
easy to cultivate and manage. It
grows easily even on bare and
less fertile land and grows around
the year.

UP: Napier grass cultivation campaign
gaining popularity among farmers

PNS n SILIGURI (WB)

Over 70 per cent of hotel rooms
in the tourist destinations of
northern West Bengal are
booked for the Durga Puja vaca-
tion, an official said on Saturday.

The economy of the region,
which boasts of some pic-
turesque Himalayan destina-
tions such as Darjeeling and
Kalimpong, and forests of the
Dooars, was battered by the
pandemic as tourists stayed
home amid the lockdowns.

As coronavirus cases sub-
side, businesses are hopeful of
an effervescent festive season
with tickets of trains to New

Jalpaiguri -- the gateway to the
region, sold out and hotel rooms
fast getting filled up. Federation
of Bengal Hotels assistant secre-

tary Ujjwal Ghosh said the
region saw a good footfall dur-
ing the summer holidays this
years, and the hoteliers expect

even a better festive season.
"Over 70 per cent of hotel
rooms have already been
booked in the Hills and in

Dooars, and we expect the rest
to be filled up soon," he said.
The homestays are also witness-
ing a huge demand with most
expected to be fully booked
within the next few days, he
added.

The West Bengal govern-
ment announcing a 10-day
Durga Puja holiday for its
employees coupled with
'revenge travelling' has prompt-
ed this massive demand,
tourism industry insiders said.

The surge in 'revenge travel'
as people make up for vacations
lost during the pandemic has
also pushed up hotel prices to
twice-thrice the normal levels,

they said. All the government
accommodations in the region
are nearly full between October
1 and 10 -- the Durga Puja vaca-
tions, officials said. Niranjan
Saha, the manager of West
Bengal Tourism's Jaldapara
Tourist Lodge, said all rooms of
the property have been fully
booked during the festive sea-
son. "We are now working on a
special menu for the guests
who will come during the fes-
tive season," he said. To tackle
the rush of tourists, the Eastern
Railway has announced two
special trains between Kolkata
and New Jalpaiguri in Siliguri in
October.

As coronavirus cases

subside, businesses are

hopeful of an

effervescent festive

season with tickets of

trains to New Jalpaiguri

-- the gateway to the

region, sold out and

hotel rooms fast getting

filled up

PNS n JAIPUR

Former Union minister and
BJP leader Prakash Javadekar
on Saturday targeted the
Congress, saying the dynasty
politics by it has caused a
great loss to the country.

In an apparent reference to
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi and former party chief
Rahul Gandhi, he said both
mother-son duo has been run-
ning the party.

"Have there been elections
held," he asked raising a ques-
tion over the selection of the
party president.

"Look at our party, be it PM
Modi and other leaders
Rajnath Singh, Nitin Gadkari,
J P Nadda or Amit Shah, from
where did they come," he
asked at a programme here.

"They came from ordinary
families with no political back-
ground, muscle or money
power," he added. Javadekar
also hit back at former
Rajasthan deputy CM and
Congress leader Sachin Pilot,
who recently raised a question
of the election of the BJP
chief. The dynasty politics of
the Congress has caused a
great loss to the country, he
said. "This cannot happen
anywhere else," he added

attacking the Congress, which
is set to elect its new president
in October this year.

Javadekar also claimed that
the BJP will win the Rajasthan
Assembly elections in 2023
and the general election in
2024.

The former Union minister
said there have been no alle-

gations of corruption against
any of the central ministers in
the past eight years.

"The opposition has not
been able to level corruption
charges against any of the
central ministers. This is not
a general thing," he said cred-
iting PM Narendra Modi with
eradicating corruption.

The BJP leader was speak-
ing on the book, 'Modi@20', at
the auditorium of a private
university here. Appreciating
the works of state BJP presi-
dent Satish Poonia, Javadekar
said, "Poonia has said that he
will not wear a 'safa' till the
party comes to power in the
state. The BJP will form the
government in Rajasthan with
a strong mandate and I will
make him wear the 'safa'."

PNS n NEW DELHI

President Droupadi Murmu
on Saturday stressed on the
need to make educational
institutions future ready,
asserting that if the country
takes steps to protect itself
from vagaries of the future, it
can reap rich demographic
dividends.

The president was address-
ing the closing ceremony of
diamond jubilee celebrations
of the Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) Delhi.

"India has great talent pool
which is yet to be fully tapped.
We need to make our insti-
tutes adaptable to the future.
This will require a new teach-
ing-learning matrix, peda-
gogy and content which are
future-oriented. I am confi-
dent that with our famed IITs,
we will be able to nurture the
younger generation with nec-
essary knowledge base and
right skills to face the chal-

lenge," she said. Calling IITs
the country's pride, Murmu
said, "Their story is the story
of Independent India.

"IITs proved to the world
the capability of India in the
domains of education and
technology. In more than one
way, the story of the IITs is the

story of Independent India.
The IITs have contributed
immensely to India's
improved standing on the
global stage today. Faculty
and alumni of IITs have
shown the world our brain-
power," she said.

The president said that by

2047, when the country will
celebrate the centenary of
Independence, the world
around us will have changed
drastically, thanks to the
Fourth Industrial Revolution.

"Just as we were in no posi-
tion 25 years ago to imagine
the contemporary world, we

cannot visualise today how
artificial intelligence and
automation are going to trans-
form life. With our high pop-
ulation numbers, we need to
have a foresight and strategies
in place to deal with the forces
of the future where disrup-
tions will be a new normal.
The nature of employment
will get completely changed,"
she said.

Asserting that climate
change poses a serious chal-
lenge, the president said that
as a developing country with
a high population base, our
energy requirement for eco-
nomic growth is very high.

"Hence we need to shift
from fossil fuels to renewable
energy. In the years to come,
as the world anxiously looks
for technological solutions to
environmental challenges, I
trust India's young engineers
and scientists will help
humankind achieve a break-
through," she said.

PNS n CHENNAI

Union Minister for Road
Transport and Highways Nitin
Gadkari on Saturday unveiled
India's first prototype of drone
transportation of human organs to
facilitate quick organ transplant in
hospitals.

The use of drones in moving
the harvested organs from the air-
port to the hospital, as against the
present mode of transporting
them by road from airport, will
reduce considerable time.

"At present, drones can be used
to move the box containing the
organs up to a distance of 20 km,"
Dr Prashanth Rajagopalan, direc-
tor, MGM Healthcare, which has
co-created the prototype drone

technology, said. His hospital has
entered into a tie-up with a city-
based drone company for shifting
the organs, Rajagopalan told
reporters. This is aimed at revolu-
tionising the last-mile transporta-

tion of organs, he said.
"Understanding the importance of
speed and seamless transport of
organs we will soon need innova-
tion in the logistics of transporta-
tion of organs. And one such wel-

come suggestion is the use of
drones," Gadkari said. "This is a
very innovative approach to solve
the problem of transportation
and I appreciate MGM Healthcare
in being part of the research and
development," he said after unveil-
ing the prototype, virtually from
New Delhi.

Gadkari pointed out that the
issue of logistics for organ trans-
portation can be resolved through
better land and air connectivity
and said his ministry had already
initiated measures to improve the
infrastructure. Road infrastructure
projects like the Bharatmala
Pariyojana, a new umbrella pro-
gramme for highways sector, will
be a great asset to transport organs
across India.

PNS n NEW DELHI

A delegation of journalists on
Saturday met Labour Minister
Bhupendra Yadav to flag con-
cerns arising from the pro-
posed implementation of the
labour codes that had sub-
sumed laws pertaining to
working journalists.

The delegation comprising
representatives from Press
Association, Working News
Cameraman's Association and
Indian Journalists Union,

apprised the minister that with
the repeal of the Working
Journalists Act, working jour-
nalists will be treated as any

other labour force in the coun-
try without considering the
creative nature of the journal-
istic work.

PNS n NEW DELHI

The National Green
Tribunal has imposed a
penalty of Rs 3,500 crore on
the West Bengal govern-
ment for the huge gap in
solid and liquid waste gen-
eration and treatment. The
green panel said the state
government does not appear
to be prioritising setting up
of sewage and solid waste
management facilities
though according to the
state's budget for 2022-2023,
there is provision of Rs
12,818.99 crore on Urban
Development and
Municipal Affairs. Obser
ving that health issues can-
not be deferred to the long
future, a bench headed by
NGT Chairperson Justice A
K Goel said it is the consti-
tutional responsibility of the
state and the local bodies to
provide a pollution free
environment.

Need to make educational
institutes future ready

IITs pride of nation, says President Murmu

"They came
from ordinary
families with no
political
background,
muscle or
money power,"
he added

PNS n RANCHI

A bitter Twitter war broke out
Saturday between BJP MP
Nishikant Dubey and the
Deoghar Deputy Commisso
ner over an FIR against Dubey
and other BJP leaders for barg-
ing into the temple town's air
traffic control to allegedly force
officials to clear their chartered
flight earlier this week. The FIR
was registered against nine
people, including BJP MPs
Nishikant Dubey, and Manoj
Tiwari, for allegedly forcing
ATC officials to provide clear-
ance for their chartered flight
to take off from Deoghar air-
port beyond the scheduled
time on August 31, officials
said. The nine people had
gone to Dumka to meet the
family members of the minor
girl who was burnt alive and
the controversy erupted when
they were on their way back to
Delhi. In a series of tweets,
Dubey and the Deoghar
Deputy Commissioner,
Manjunath Bhajantri, have
been charging each other for
violating norms to enter the
ATC room. Dubey has charged
the Deputy Commissioner's
authority of having entered the
ATC room and having access
to CCTV footage. In a tweet
Dubey said: "This act is simi-
lar to that of a criminal that

you (DC Bhajantri) entered the
premises without permission.
In what capacity did you enter
the airport? Who gave you the
permission to see CCTV
footages? You are frustrated.
Continue to take orders from
the CM." Taking to the micro-
blogging site, the IAS officer
said, "Hon'ble MP Sir, I had
entered the Airport terminal
after taking legitimate entry
pass. DC is also a Member on
the Board of Directors of
Deoghar Airport." Neither
Bhajantri nor the Deogarh
DC could be contacted.

All the nine people have
been booked under various
sections of the Indian Penal
Code besides the Aircraft Act,
officials said.

The complaint was lodged
by Suman Anand, the securi-
ty in charge of Deoghar air-
port, at Kunda police station

against Dubey, his two sons,
parliamentarian Manoj Tiwari,
Deoghar Airport Director
Sandeep Dhingra, and others.

The complaint said that all
nine persons violated safety
standards' by entering the ATC
room at the Deogarh airport
and forcibly taking clearance
for the take-off, officials said.

In the FIR it has been
alleged that permission was
taken forcibly from the ATC
despite no night take-off or
landing facility at the airport
that was inaugurated by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
July 12.

On September 2, Bhajantri
in a letter to the Principal
Secretary, Cabinet-Coor dina-
tion (Civil Aviation), Jhark
hand, said that after boarding
the plane, the pilot came out of
the plane and started walking
towards the ATC.

PNS n PATNA

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar will leave for Delhi on
September 5 to meet political
leaders from various affilia-
tions in a bid to forge oppo-
sition unity, senior leaders of
his JD(U) said here on
Saturday. They said Kumar
will return two days later and
is expected to meet senior
leaders of the Congress,
which is now his ally in the
state.

PNS n PALGHAR

A 26-year-old man allegedly
hanged himself in Maharash tra's
Palghar district which prompted
his mother to end her own life
soon after, police said on Saturday.
The tragic incidents took place at
Kandre Bhure village on Thursday
afternoon, said an official of
Kelwa police station  Shailesh Patil
was found hanging from a tree
near his house. The reason for the
alleged suicide was not known yet,
the official said. On seeing the
son's dead body, his mother
Kalpana Patil (40) jumped into a

nearby well and ended her life, he
said. The family conducted the
last rites of the two without
informing police who learnt about
the deaths from local sources, the
official said. Police are now con-
ducting further probe, he added.

Hotels, homestays nearly full ahead of Durga puja

Gadkari unveils drone for organ transport

Media delegation meets 
Minister to red-flag labour codes

NGT slaps 
Rs 3,500
crore penalty
on WB govt

Nitish to be in
Delhi on Sep 5-7
for oppn unity

Twitter war between MP and
DC over entry into airport ATC

‘Dynasty politics by Congress
caused great loss to country’

The reason for

the alleged

suicide was not

known yet, the

official said

Man hangs himself,
mother too ends life
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U
nion Civil Aviation
Minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia on Friday said 14

new slots have been given to
the Pune airport in
Maharashtra, due to which the
number of slots will now
range from 114 to 145 on
various days.He said multiple
demands had come to his
ministry pertaining to
increasing connectivity from
the Pune airport, which

operates from the Indian Air Force station at Lohegaon, and the first
demand was to enhance the number of slots."Since the Pune airport
is a defence airport, permission for additional slots is given by the
Ministry of Defence. Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has given
acceptance to the additional slots, and therefore, 14 new slots have
been given to Pune," Scindia told reporters here."After this addition,
from Monday to Saturday, there will be 114 slots instead of the
current 102. On Sunday, the slots will rise from the current 131 to
145. There is also a demand to to increase international connectivity
of the Pune airport, with specific demands for Singapore, Doha and
Bangkok," he added.The minister said a proposal from Vistara
Airlines for a Pune-Singapore flight has been received and it will be
accepted, while airlines will be consulted for demands pertaining to
Doha and Bangkok.

Defence ministry has allotted 14
additional slots to Pune airport

T
he Real Estate
Regulatory Authority
(RERA) has directed

the promoters of realty
firm ILD to complete a
stalled housing project at
Sector 37C here while
issuing a warning of
punitive action.Hearing a

plea of homebuyers, RERA Chairman K K Khandelwal directed the
realty company to submit a resolution plan in the next hearing on
September 7 to complete the project which was launched way
back in 2008-09.Seeking strict action against the builder,
homebuyers alleged in the plea that the builder did not comply
with the RERA's earlier direction to complete the project and hand
over units to the allottees.The RERA chairman came down heavily
on ILD promoter Salman Akbar who was present in the office
during the hearing.In a warning to the builder, the authority said
the project has to be completed anyhow and the builder's land,
offices, plots, flats etc would be attached or auctioned to accrue
deficient money to complete the project, a RERA release
said.Khandelwal scrutinised the documents of builders to
ascertain sold, unsold and mortgaged properties and issued
directions to freeze all money transactions with immediate effect.
Finding noncompliance with RERA orders, the chairman warned
the builder of putting promoters behind the bars."We give you the
last opportunity to resolve the issue of aggrieved allottees without
wasting time," said Khandelwal. 

RERA asks ILD promoter to
complete Gurgaon project 

W
ater technology firm Wabag
said it is bullish on the Indian
market with the

government's thrust on clean water
and river rejuvenation projects, and
also exploring Middle East and
African markets to increase
revenues.Chennai-based
multinational firm which is

associated with the Clean Ganga Mission has executed the first Sewage
Treatment Plant (STP) under Namami Ganga in 2018.
Besides Namami Ganga, the government's focus on Swachh Bharat
Mission, Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation
(AMRUT) and Jal Jeevan Mission are the growth triggers for the
company, Wabag global head business development Rajneesh Chopra
said.The government allocation to the Jal Shakti ministry increased by
25 per cent to Rs 86,189 crore in Budget 2022-23, which also indicates
commitment towards this sector, he said.At the same time, he said, the
company would see traction in its core strength of desalination and
recycling and reuse as large manufacturing units on this to become
Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) compliant."In terms of
new geographies, we find that our maximum growth is going to come
from the Middle East and Africa. 

Wabag bullish on Indian market;

looking at Middle East, Africa 

PNS n NOIDA

Re Sustainability on Saturday
said it is likely to start recy-
cling of 30,000 tonne of waste
generated from the demolition
of Supertech's twin towers
from next week.

The company has bagged
the contract from Noida
Authority to recycle waste
generated from the demolition
of Supertech's twin towers
over the next three months.

The waste will be convert-
ed into construction materials.
Total waste generated from the
demolition is estimated at
80,000 tonnes.

The twin towers, nearly 100

metres tall, were demolished
on Sunday. More than 3,700
kilograms of explosives were
used in the operation. Nearly
Rs 20 crore were spent to
demolish the twin towers,
although the Supertech said it
suffered a Rs 500 crore loss in
the development of these two
towers.

"We have got the mandate to
recycle 30,000 tonnes of waste
into construction materials
like sand, aggrgators and tiles,"
Re Sustainability CEO
Masood Mallick told reporters
here.

He said the company is
likely to start recycling work
next week and it will take 3

months to complete the
process.Re Sustainability will
get Rs 156 per tonne from the
authority to complete the work
order."We are targeting to
achieve 100 per cent recycling
of this 30,000 tonnes of waste.
We will convert waste into
9,000 tonnes of sand (fine
and coarse), 18,000 tonnes of
aggregator of 10 mm, 20 mm
and 40 mm sizes," Mallick
said, adding that the remain-
ing 3,000 tonnes would be tiles
and paver blocks.

The company has not been
engaged for transportation of
waste from twin towers site to
its plant at Sector 80, Noida, he
said, the waste materials will

be delivered at the factory by
Noida authority.

Mallick said the recycled
construction materials are sold
at discount in the market.

Re Sustainability Ltd (RE),
a KKR-backed company, offers
a whole gamut of environmen-
tal services and infrastruc-
ture solutions under various
categories such as waste man-
agement -- hazardous, munic-
ipal and biomedical, construc-
tion waste and e-waste; waste
to energy; recycling -- waste-
water, paper, plastic, and inte-
grated waste; environmental
solutions; automated car park
management and facilities
management.

Re Sustainability to start recycling of twin towers’ waste

Alliance Air board to discuss pilots' salary issues 
PNS n NEW DELHI

Alliance Air has assured pilots
that restoration of salaries to
the pre-COVID level will be
discussed by its board later this
month after a section of the air-
line's pilots went on strike on
Friday.

The pilots' strike, which
resulted in cancellation of var-
ious flights, was called off late
on Friday after the airline told
them that the salary issues will
be looked into, according to a
source in the know of the
developments.

Alliance Air, owned by the
government, operates around
100 flights daily. It has a fleet
of 21 aircraft, including 19 ATR
aircraft and 2 Dronier planes.

In an internal communica-
tion on Friday, Alliance Air

CEO Vineet Sood told pilots
that the airline has partially
restored their salaries in April.

The carrier is considering
further restoration of salaries
from September onward and
the board will discuss the mat-

ter during its meeting sched-
uled for September 16, as per
the communication.

One of the pilots' demands
is the restoration of salaries to
the pre-COVID level.

In the wake of the pandem-

ic, the salaries were cut by 60
per cent and till now, the pay
has not been fully restored, the
source said.Alliance Air is yet
to issue a statement on the
pilots' strike on Friday or on
salary issues.

CII to hold summit for
eastern and NE states

PNS n JAIPUR

R ajasthan Industr y
Minister Shankutala Rawat
on Saturday said memo-
randa of understanding
and letters of intent for
investment of more than Rs
10.44 lakh crore have been
signed with companies
ahead of  the  Invest
Rajasthan 2022 summit.

She said that the state is
poised to take a significant
step toward a new era of
industrialisation with the
Invest Rajasthan Summit
which is going to be held in
Jaipur on October 7 and 8.

"Approximately 3,000
delegates from diverse sec-
tors and industries will
attend and participate in
conclaves  on tour ism,
NRR, MSMEs, agribusi-
ness, start-ups, and future-
ready sectors during the
summit, she told reporters
here.She said that 4,192
MoUs/L oIs  have  b een
received during various
national and international
investor meets/interactions
held ahead of the Invest
Rajasthan summit.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Negotiations for the proposed
free trade agreement between
India and the UK are at the last
stage and the deadline of
Diwali (in October) would
not be missed, commerce sec-
retary B V R Subrahmanyam
said on Saturday.

In April, both sides had set
the Diwali deadline for the
conclusion of an India-UK
Free Trade Agreement (FTA).

"We are on track (to meet
the deadline). We are in the
last stages. 19 out of 26 chap-
ters are closed. There are a
couple of areas where we are
negotiating Diwali deadline is
not going to be missed," he
told reporters here.

Talks are happening on cer-
tain goods like cars and spir-

its from the UK side and cer-
tain products from the Indian
side.

In January, both countries
formally launched talks for a
free trade agreement to boost
bilateral trade and invest-
ments.In such pacts, two
countries either eliminate or
significantly reduce customs
duties on the maximum num-
ber of goods traded between
them besides easing norms for
promoting investments and
services trade.India's main
exports to the UK include
ready-made garments and tex-
tiles, gems and jewellery, engi-
neering goods, petroleum and
petrochemical products, trans-
port equipment and parts,
spices, metal products,
machinery and instruments,
pharma and marine items.

PNS n NEW DELHI

A connectivity infrastruc-
ture-focused East India
Summit will take place in
Kolkata involving states of
eastern and northeastern
states to deliberate on critical
aspects of regional prospects
for investment.

CII, the organiser of the
summit, said it will be held
on September 12 and 13.

It will aim toward creating
a sustainable infrastructure
roadmap for the east - link-
ing global investments, ports
& multimodal, logistics &
warehousing, railways, satel-
lite cities, maritime manufac-
turing, urban infrastructure
and infrastructure invest-
ment & finance, CII said in a
statement.India has emerged
as one of the fastest-growing
economies in the world and

is expected to be one of the
top three economic powers
globally over the next 10-15
years.The government,
through the National
Infrastructure Pipeline (NIP),
is creating new infrastructure
and upgrading existing ones
to achieve a USD 5 trillion
economy by 2025, the state-
ment said."To achieve this
target, the country needs to
spend USD 1.4 trillion over
the next few years on infra-
structure. Regional connec-
tivity and the development of
infrastructure and services
amongst the nations is a key
driver for the increased
growth of global partner-
ships and development," CII
said.This would also set up
G2G, G2B and B2B forums to
strengthen linkages of east
India with its neighbours, it
said.

Diwali deadline for India-UK trade
pact is not going to be missed

PNS n NEW DELHI

MP Birla Group firm Birla
Corporation plans to increase
its cement production capac-
ity by 50 per cent to 30 million
tonnes per annum by 2030, the
company said in its latest
annual report.

The company, which has
commissioned a greenfield
unit at Mukutban,
Maharashtra with an invest-
ment of Rs 2,744 crore, has
plans to set up some new
units and expand the produc-
tion capacity of the existing
units.

"Birla Corporation Ltd is
committed to increasing its
annual cement production
capacity to approximately 30
million tonnes (MT) by 2030.
Our current production capac-
ity stands at 20 million tonnes,"
it said.

This ambitious expansion
plan promises a buoyant out-
look by ensuring improved
profitability and cash flow and
efficiency, said Birla
Corporation.

Birla Corporation and its
subsidiary RCCPL Private
Limited (formerly Reliance
Cement Company Private
Limited) currently operate 11
cement plants.

Besides, it also operates a
jute mill.

As part of the expansion, irla
Corporation has inaugurated
its 3.90-MT integrated cement
facility at Mukutban, a green-
field plant of RCCPL, a com-
pany which it acquired in
2016.

There are also plans in place
for setting up a new grinding
facility in Gaya with a 1.2-
MTPA capacity. It also has
plans to expand the capacity of
its Kundanganj unit to 3 MT
from 2 MT.

Besides, the company has
stepped up coal production
from its captive mines.

"As coal becomes more
scarce and expensive, the com-
pany has stepped up produc-
tion from its captive mines.
Production from Sial Ghogri
coal mine has already been
ramped up to 30,000 tonnes
per month, which is 20 per
cent higher than its peak rated
capacity," it said.

It has accelerated the devel-
opment of the Bikram coal
mine, and it is expected that
production will start by the
fourth quarter of financial
year 2022-2023.

Birla Corporation's consol-
idated revenue for FY22 was at
Rs 7,560 crore.

Birla Corporation to expand cement
production capacity to 30 MTPA 

Misconception
about instability in
Bengal is being
created
PNS n KOLKATA

West Bengal Industry Minister
Shashi Panja on Saturday
asked investors to ignore
attempts to create a miscon-
ception that the state is facing
instability .

Exuding confidence that
the state government will han-
dle such attempts, she said the
TMC's return to power for a
third consecutive term with a
thumping majority shows sta-
bility to the state government.

Her comments came weeks
after leader of opposition in
the assembly Suvendu
Adhikari of the BJP said the
Trinamool Congress govern-
ment in the state would cease
to exist by December.

Industries look at stability.
When a government returns
for a third term with a thump-
ing majority and the same per-
son comes as a chief minister,
it establishes her credentials
and shows that there is stabil-
ity in Bengal, Panja said at the
West Bengal State Session of
the East India Summit organ-
ised by CII.The minister did
not specify about the miscon-
ception but the party is facing
corruption charges over "irreg-
ularities" in recruitment in
schools, "coal pilferage and cat-
tle smuggling".

Raj govt signs MoUs,
LoI for over Rs 10.44
lakh cr investment
ahead of summit

PNS n NEW DELHI

India's exports contracted by
1.15 per cent to USD 33 billion
in August, for the first time in
over 20 months, while the
trade deficit more than dou-
bled to USD 28.68 billion due
to increased crude oil imports.

According to the prelimi-
nary data released by the com-
merce ministry on Saturday,
imports rose by 37 per cent to
USD 61.68 billion in August
this year.

Trade deficit in August 2021
stood at USD 11.71 billion.

The previous decline in
exports was recorded in
November 2020 when the ship-
ments had dipped by 8.74 per
cent.

During April-August 2022-
23, exports registered a growth
of 17.12 per cent to USD
192.59 billion. Imports during
the five-month period of this
fiscal grew by 45.64 per cent to
USD 317.81 billion.

Trade deficit widened to
USD 125.22 billion in April-
August this fiscal as against
USD 53.78 billion in the same
period last year.

Oil imports in August
jumped by 86.44 per cent to
USD 17.6 billion. However,

gold imports dipped by 47.54
per cent to USD 3.51 billion,
the data showed.

Briefing the media here on
the data, commerce secretary
B V R Subrahmanyam, howev-
er, said that the country's over-
all exports during 2022-23
would comfortably cross USD
450 billion.

"In goods exports, we will be
crossing USD 450 billion this
fiscal, though my internal tar-
get is USD 470 billion. Services
exports would reach USD 300
billion. So total will be USD
750 billion this fiscal as against
USD 676 billion last fiscal,"
Subrahmanyam said.

He added that order books
of all exporters are full but
orders are getting delayed in
terms of execution, and "I
think that is the uncertainty
that is there".

"What is the reason for the
flat growth in exports? ...to
control inflation and ensure
availability of certain products,
we have put some restrictions
like on wheat, steel and iron ore
pellets, and export duties on
some goods. All this collective-
ly has led to a certain flatten-
ing of exports in these sectors,"
the secretary added.

On services exports, he said
that it is doing about USD 25

billion every month and now
transport and travel have
restored.

"Trade balance in goods and
services is going to be in the
range of USD 160 to USD 180
billion," he said, adding CAD
(Current Account Deficit) will
be somewhere in the range of
3 per cent.

It is not bad but "we need to
be careful about. We need to
take measures and I am sure
the government is actively
engaged We are in regular
touch with the finance (min-
istry) to see that the trade bal-
ance doesn't go out of control",
he added.

Exports dip 1.15 % to US$ 33 bn
in Aug; trade deficit doubles

NFR thrust on implementing
PM Gati Shakti expeditiously
PNS n GUWAHATI

The Northeast Frontier
Railway (NFR) is putting
thrust on faster implementa-
tion of PM Gati Shakti scheme
in the North Eastern region as
the traffic being handled by the
railways currently in these
areas is expected to increase
manifold, a top NFR official
said.

He also underlined the
importance on connectivity
projects in North East as the
region serves as the gateway to
Southeast Asia, an official
release said.

Speaking at a meeting here
on Friday with Members of

Parliament (MPs) whose con-
stituencies are served by
Rangiya and Lumding divi-
sions, NFR General Manager
Anshul Gupta said much
emphasis is being laid on faster
adoption of PM Gati Shakti in
North Eastern states for han-
dling of both outward and
inward traffic so that rail, road
and port gets integrated.

PM Gati Shakti National
Master Plan was launched in
October 2021 for providing
multimodal connectivity infra-
structure to various econom-
ic zones.Gupta said NFR
expects to handle 65 million
tonne of traffic by the end of
2025 from 30 million tonne it

is handling currently.
NFR has put efforts on var-

ious other developmental
works to further increase
capacity for movement of both
passengers as well as goods
traffic, he added.

The top official said as this
zone serves as the gateway to
the Southeast Asia, many pro-
jects have also been undertak-
en to get it connected to
Southeast Asia.

This zone has a complex rail
network stretching through
hilly terrain with a large num-
ber of tunnels, highest number
of bridges and the longest ele-
phant corridor across the
entire railway system, he said.

"Trade balance in
goods and
services is going
to be in the range
of USD 160 to
USD 180 billion,"
he said, adding
CAD (Current
Account Deficit)
will be
somewhere in the
range of 3 per
cent.

CONNECTIVITY INFRASTRUCTURE
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REST WHEN YOU'RE WEARY.
REFRESH AND RENEW YOURSELF,
YOUR BODY, YOUR MIND, YOUR

SPIRIT. THEN GET BACK TO WORK
— RALPH MARSTON

l ICMR-NIN is revising the
dietary guidelines after a
decade, which are practical
recommendations for ensur-
ing holistic nutrition to main-
tain health. Could you share
in detail about the new regu-
lations and when are those
being released and the envi-
sioned impact?

Dietary guidelines are a
translation of scientific knowl-
edge on nutrients into specif-
ic dietary advice. The present
guidelines focus on a food-
based approach (in terms of
quantity and quality) for
attaining optimal nutrition;
and represent the recommend-
ed amounts of nutrients in
terms of foods that should be
consumed. Emphasis is on
positive recommendations
which can maximize protec-
tive effects through use of a
variety of foods in tune with
traditional habits. The goals
set with respect to certain
food groups and food items
such as whole grains, legumes,
milk and vegetables/fruits are
intended to encourage appro-
priate policy decisions.
Suitable messages for each of
the guidelines have been high-
lighted.

l Malnutrition affects women
and girls disproportionately.
Could you elaborate on ways to
take a more holistic approach
on addressing malnutrition,
specifically from a gender per-
spective?

Yes, women are more vul-
nerable to nutritional deficien-
cies due to dietary inadequacies
coupled with inequitable prac-
tices at the individual, household
and community level. A girl
child or adolescent’s undernutri-
tion will perpetuate the intergen-
erational cycle of malnutrition.
If a pregnant woman is under-
nourished, by the time she
receives any nutrition advice or
supplement, she is well into the
second trimester of pregnancy
by which time most of her
baby’s organ development and
imprinting have occurred.
Hence, in addition to the criti-
cal 1000 days window (from
conception to 2 years of age of
the child), safety networks must
prioritize the pre-conception
period for optimal outcomes.
This period could be several
months before conception.
When a young woman is plan-
ning for pregnancy, she must be
screened for anemia, undernu-
trition, thyroid dysfunction and

PCOD. She also needs to be
counselled about the right age
for first pregnancy, treated for
anemia, and must receive ade-
quate training on healthy dietary
habits, personal hygiene and
infant care. In addition, other
issues such as overweight/obe-
sity, smoking, alcohol consump-
tion, lack of adequate physical
activity, sanitation and hygiene
should be addressed.

It is imperative that nutri-
tional status of women before
pregnancy or pre-conception
period is prioritized.

l Women and children in
India bear an enormously high
burden of anemia despite sev-
eral innovative and far-reach-
ing measures by the govern-
ment. What, according to you,
is the way forward to tackle this
persistent problem?

Despite programmatic
efforts and substantial eco-
nomic progress, our progress
towards reducing anemia has
been sluggish. Although iron
and folic acid (IFA) supple-
ments are provided to women,
their intake and compliance has
been poor. Moreover, NIN’s
DFS (double fortified salt),
which was earlier being used in

supplementation programs of
various states, is now discontin-
ued. These apart, there are
non-nutritional factors such
as helminths, malaria, and flu-
orosis, which also need ade-
quate attention.

At programmatic level for-
tified rice has been rolled out
in some districts; alongside,
studies are being planned to
assess its effectiveness, accept-
ability and side effects if any.
However, corresponding
improvement in availability
and affordability of nutritious
foods even in the remotest
areas would be the key to a sus-
tainable long-term strategy.

At an individual level our
diets are monotonous and lack
diversity. While the deprived
communities subsist on cere-
al-based diets with little diet
diversity (DD), people who can
afford to spend on foods which
are low in nutrients. These fac-
tors can be attributed to the
high prevalence of anaemia,
apart from the chronic low-
grade inflammation (due to
unhealthy diets), which hin-
ders nutrient absorption and
haemoglobin formation.

l The NFHS-5 survey also
showed limited gains in child
nutrition indicators including
stunting and wasting – in fact,
some states have performed
very poorly. Where are we
missing in our efforts? What
are your views on this trend?
What more needs to be done?

The level of stunting
among children under 5 years
has declined from 38 to 36 per-
cent. Although the overall aver-
age appears small, there has
been a striking five to seven
percent decrease in stunting in
several states, especially in low
index states. And the preva-
lence of overweight has
increased in most states.

However, in order to under-
stand the lacunae in population’s
health and nutrition and to
effectively and efficiently
improve and sustain optimal
nutrition, the collection of accu-
rate and relevant dietary intake
data in a periodic and system-
atic manner is required. The
development of effective nutri-
tion policies depends on the
availability of good and robust
dietary intake data from system-
atic surveillance. Regular dietary
surveillance is carried out by
several countries. The NFHS
surveys do not collect dietary
data. Dietary surveillance is an
important requirement to plan
for nutrition actions. Now the
ICMR has granted and
approved a surveillance sys-
tem to study the indices such as
consumption patterns, dietary
intakes, nutritional quality and
food supply. Country wide data,
generated from this survey, on
nutrient intake and food intake
will help us identify existing
food and nutrient gaps in the
population. This survey, which
will be initiated soon, may also
help identify good regional
dietary practices that can be
mainstreamed. In addition,
information on the level of

aflatoxins in foods that we eat,
which could be contributing to
the persistent anaemia, will be
obtained.

This data on quantity and
quality of our food are crucial for
nutrition policy interventions
and to address multiple, and dif-
ferent, district-specific deter-
minants of malnutrition.

l Dietary diversity continues
to be poor in the country.
According to NFHS-5 less than
half of Indians consume milk
or pulses on a daily basis.
What is the way forward for
making micronutrient-rich
foods affordable and accessible
to our population? How
important is the role of agricul-
tural policies and practices in
all this? How can the private
sector help in this regard?

Inclusion of legumes, dairy,
fish, poultry, flesh foods in
diets can help reduce stunting
and anemia. Policies influenc-
ing production, marketing and
trade to improve accessibility
and affordability of these foods
are being deliberated. Shifting
the focus of the agriculture sec-
tor from the current system of
staple-food production to a
diversified cropping pattern is

also under active consideration.
This apart, community involve-
ment, improvement in nutrition
knowledge, attitude and prac-
tices (KAP) and behavior
change communication (BCC)
would lead to the much-
required systemic change in our
food system.

Furthermore, women’s par-
ticipation in decision making,
in what to produce and pur-
chase, can enhance diet diver-
sity. Mainstreaming women in
agriculture and increasing their
autonomy will greatly improve
the nutrition profile of the
country.

As for the private sector , a
lot can be done. Technological
innovations to improve nutrient
contents of the agriculture pro-
duce, maximizing production
with less water and land area will
help. The private sector can
also play a significant role in
increasing the access and avail-
ability of low-calorie, nutrient
rich foods. They should move
from HFSS (high fat, high sugar,
salt) foods and highly processed
foods to nutrient dense healthy
foods. Innovation to improve
shelf life of foods without addi-
tives and chemicals is also the
need of the hour.

n What is the difference between
heart attack and cardiac arrest; and
which is more common and serious?

Coronary Artery Disease (CAD) is
the condition affecting arteries supply-
ing blood to heart muscle. It has a spec-
trum of conditions. At one end, is an
asymptomatic person having underlying
blockages in Coronary Arteries (CA) and
at other end is sudden cardiac death. In
between, there is stable angina, unstable
angina and Acute Myocardial Infarction
(AMI).

AMI in common parlance is called
Heart Attack. Commonest cause of
CAD is deposition of cholesterol laden
inflammatory cells in the coronary
arteries. This is called cholesterol plaque.
The development of plaque is a gradual
process and starts from a very young age.
When this plaque causes 70% or more
obstruction to the lumen of the artery,
it causes obstruction to flow of blood
especially during physical exertion. This
presents as chest discomfort on exertion
called angina. When the frequency,
duration and character of pain changes
and becomes more, it is called unstable
angina. Heart is a pump that helps in cir-
culation of blood in the body. When the
heart stops beating due to any reason, it
is called “Cardiac Arrest”. It may not
always be due to heart disease. Cardiac
Arrest is not compatible with life

.
nWhat are the early symptoms of heart
attack?

Symptoms of Heart Attack are sud-
den and severe chest pain in front of the
chest radiating to the left arm, neck, jaw
or upper abdomen for more than twen-
ty minutes. It is associated with uneasi-
ness, fear of impending death, profuse
sweating, nausea and vomiting. Person
may feel shortness of breath and may lose
consciousness. In a known patient of
CAD angina, such severe pain not
relieved by usual heart medications
including nitrate tablets under the
tongue, should seek immediate medical
attention which includes an ECG.

n Contrary to the general belief that
heart attacks occur in old age, we are
seeing a spate of cases where youngsters
too are falling to this lifestyle condition.
What is the reason behind this?

People from the Indian subcontinent
are genetically more prone to CAD.
Indians get heart disease 10 years earli-
er than westerners; and the disease
involvement in coronary arteries is
widespread. Added to this is the presence
of other risk factors like Diabetes
Mellitus, Hypertension, obesity, smok-
ing, abnormal cholesterol,  and lack of
physical exercise.

Rapid urbanization and change of
lifestyle comes with its own set of prob-
lems. Young and middle aged Indians in
the prime of life succumb to chronic
degenerative heart disease which affects
the productive workforce of a nation.

Long term psychosocial stress at the

workplace and at home leads to release
of stress hormones which can lead to
electrical instability & rhythm distur-
bance. It can also cause spasm or narrow-
ing of arteries causing reduced blood sup-
ply to the heart. 

Also, changing food habits favour-
ing junk food & processed food with
increased salt & trans-fatty acids instead
of traditional meals in Indians who are
already more prone to Diabetes and other
risk factors, lead to early onset of CAD.

n Any other observation you feel is
becoming a matter of concern among
people when it comes to the health of
the heart?

A new potential risk factor for
Heart attack is the increasing air pollu-
tion and microparticles causing inflam-
mation of blood vessels.
n Are Covid survivors also approach-
ing you with heart-related ailments?

In patients suffering from COVID-
19 infection, the risk of heart attack and
stroke is reported to be higher upto one
year. It can occur in people without any
other risk factors and no prior history of
heart disease. The higher risk of heart
attack is present even in patients who had
mild COVID symptoms and were man-
aged at home.

nIs regular health screening a must for
all or for a certain category?

Advice to prevent premature CAD
would be to get health screening for risk
factors like Diabetes, Hypertension and
abnormal Cholesterol levels at least
once in all adults. If normal, repeat
screening can be done every 3-5 years.
More frequently in people with a strong
family history of premature heart disease.

nWhat precautions do you suggest for
a healthy heart?

Adoption of an active healthy
lifestyle which includes maintenance of
work-life balance, moderate exercise,
quitting smoking and moderation in
alcohol intake. Remember “Superman
never smokes”.

Dr. NEERAJ PANDIT is Professor
& Head, Department of Cardiology,

Rajiv Gandhi Super Speciality Hospital,
Tahirpur, Delhi Government

A
RMD causes central irre-
versible vision loss in the
older population, resulting

in disability and significantly affect-
ing the quality of life. It is caused
due to age, genes, smoking, high
blood pressure or high choles-
terol, obesity, eating lots of saturat-
ed fat, being light-skinned, being
female, and having a light eye
color.

In Wet form, blood vessels
grow from underneath your mac-
ula. These blood vessels leak blood
and fluid into your retina. Your
vision is distorted so that straight
lines look wavy. You may also have
blind spots and loss of central
vision. These blood vessels and
their bleeding eventually form a
scar, leading to permanent loss of
central vision. The wet form of
macular degeneration is a leading
cause of permanent vision loss. If
it’s in both eyes, it can hurt your
quality of life. Wet macular degen-
eration may need repeated treat-
ments. Test your vision regularly,
and follow your doctor’s advice.

Most people with macular
degeneration have the dry form,
which may lead to the wet form.
Only about 10% of people with
macular degeneration get the wet
form.

It is extremely important for
people above the age of 50 years to
get regular dilated ophthalmic
examinations done. The risk factors
associated with ARMD are advanc-
ing age, genetic factors, cigarette
smoking, comorbidities such as car-
diovascular disease, hypertension,
female gender, hypercholes-
terolemia, obesity, family history
and light irides etc.

Early on, you might not have
any noticeable signs of macular
degeneration. It might not be diag-
nosed until it gets worse or affects
both eyes. But if you feel that your
vision is getting blurry, and it is hard
to read fine print or drive, go to an
eye doctor as soon as possible.

If you are above 50 years of age,
your doctor can check you for
ARMD when you see them for a
routine eye exam and have your
eyes dilated. They'll test your vision
and also examine your retina -- a

layer of tissue at the back of your
eye that processes light. They'll look
for tiny yellow deposits called
drusen under the retina. It's a
common early sign of the disease.

Your doctor may also ask you
to look at an Amsler grid -- a pat-
tern of straight lines that's like a
checkerboard. If some of the lines
appear wavy to you or some of
them are missing, it could be a sign
of macular degeneration. ARMD
can also be Early or Advanced, the
advanced form further divided
into atrophic or neovascular vari-
ants. The neovascular form is
responsible for more than 90% of
the vision loss associated with
ARMD and causes swelling and
fluid accumulation in the retina.

If your doctor finds ARMD,
you may have a procedure called
angiography or one called OCT. In
angiography, your doctor injects
dye into a vein in your arm. They
take photographs as the dye flows
through the blood vessels in your
retina. If there are new vessels or
vessels leaking fluid or blood in
your macula, the photos will show
their exact location and type. OCT
is able to see fluid or blood under-
neath your retina without dye.

It’s important to see your eye
doctor regularly to find signs of
macular degeneration early.
Treatment can slow the condition
or make it less severe.

According to a study, India has
23.5 per cent of global blindness,
which suggests that the surveillance
of various risk factors and control-
ling them is the need of the hour,
so that we can prevent this disease
at an early stage before causing sig-
nificant visual impairment.

‘India Passing Through Multi-Dimensional Nutrition Issues’
Every year, India observes September as Poshan Maah (nutritional month) to raise awareness about proper eating habits and also about nutrition. Speaking to ARCHANA JYOTI, ICMR-
National Institute of Nutrition Director, Dr R HEMALATHA, discusses in length about the nutrition landscape of India, the proposed revision of the dietary guidelines, the need for increased
focus on maternal nutrition and the reasons behind India's sluggish performance on key maternal and child nutrition indicators among others.

DR RR HHEMALATHA

Director, ICMR-National Institute
of Nutrition 

Covid Survivors,
Mild or Major, Prone
to Heart Attack

Any person aged above 35 and contemplating joining
gym, should first undergo a treadmill test (TMT) to rule
out underlying Coronary Arteries Disease (CAD),
renowned Cardiologist DR. NEERAJ PANDIT advises
in the wake of many treadmill deaths recently 

In a Q & A session with  THE HEALTH PIONEER,
Dr. Pandit offered tips on how to ensure the health of
the heart.

GOT BLURRY VISION?
Age-related macular degeneration (ARMD) is a dreadful ocular disease mainly affecting people above 50
and is the result of damage to the central area of the retina called the macula, which is responsible for
reading and driving vision. In conversation with THE HEALTH PIONEER, well-known Ophthalmologists
Dr. ROHAN CHAWLA and Dr MAHIPAL SINGH SACHDEV throw insight into the disorder and warn that
as diagnosis usually occurs in later stages when visual loss has already occurred, no effective treatment
can be given. Hence, early detection is the key to ensuring quality life of eyes.

There are two main types of age-related macu-
lar degeneration. One is a dry form in which peo-
ple's eyes may have yellow deposits, called
drusen, in their macula. A few small drusen may
not cause changes in your vision. But as they get
bigger and more numerous, they might dim or
distort your vision, especially when you read. As
the condition gets worse, the light-sensitive cells
in your macula get thinner and eventually die. In
the atrophic form, you may have blind spots in
the center of your vision. As that gets worse, you
might lose central vision.

Preventive measures to stop ARMD progression include cessation of ciga-
rette smoking, blood pressure control with anti-hypertensives, and reduction
in cholesterol levels. Eat green leafy vegetables and carrots for better health
of eyes. There are certain formulations of eye vitamins containing antioxidants
and Omega 3 fatty acid that have shown to retard progression of ARMD. 

It is estimated that a total of 30-50 million people are suffering from ARMD
worldover, and this number is rising dramatically as age advances. According
to the World Health Organization, 288 million people will suffer from ARMD
by 2040, if it remains uncontrolled and untreated. Dry ARMD is more preva-
lent than wet ARMD in India.

—Dr Rohan Chawla.
Assistant Professor of Ophthalmology,

Dr. RP Centre for Ophthalmic Sciences, AIIMS, Delhi

The earliest symptoms of ARMD include diffi-
cult near vision, wavy or distorted appearance
of letters while reading, appearance of black
spots in the visual field, lack of vision improve-
ment with glasses, loss of contrast, slow recov-
ery of vision after coming from bright light etc.

At present there are more than 70 million peo-
ple above the age of 60 years in India. The
improving life expectancy means that the bur-
den of this disease is imminent in the near
future. The estimated people above the age of
60 years are expected to reach about 180 million by the year 2026 and so
is the expected increase in age related degenerative retinal disease. But these
changes are not easily identifiable unless a thorough eye examination is car-
ried out by an ophthalmologist. 

The neovascular form however requires special injections into the eye known
as anti-VEGF (vascular endothelial growth factor). However, once the swelling
subsides, the consequent scarring distorts the retinal architecture. Therefore,
a prompt diagnosis, early intervention is the key to preserving good vision
in ARMD. Regular screening for ARMD should be conducted in people above
50 years including periodic dilated fundus examination.

Because usually women live longer than men, so we find there are more women
suffering with ARMD than the men.

—Dr Mahipal Singh Sachdev.
Senior Consultant, Chairman and Medical Director,

Centre For Sight Group of Eye Hospitals

TREATMENT OPTIONS

There’s no cure for macular
degeneration. Treatment may slow
it down or keep you from losing too
much of your vision. Your options
might include:
ANTI-ANGIOGENESIS DRUGS:

These medications -- afliber-
cept (Eylea), bevacizumab
(Avastin), faricimab-svoa
(Vabysmo), pegaptanib (Macugen),
and ranibizumab (Lucentis) --
block the creation of blood vessels
and leaking from the vessels in
your eye that cause wet macular
degeneration. Many people who’ve
taken these drugs got back some
vision that was lost. You might
need to have this treatment multi-
ple times.

LASER THERAPY: High-energy
laser light can destroy abnormal
blood vessels growing in your eye.

PHOTODYNAMIC LASER
THERAPY: Your doctor injects a
light-sensitive drug -- verteporfin
(Visudyne) -- into your blood-
stream, and it’s absorbed by the
abnormal blood vessels. Your doc-
tor then shines a laser into your eye
to trigger the medication to dam-
age those blood vessels.

LOW VISION AIDS: These are
devices that have special lenses
or electronic systems to create
larger images of nearby things.
They help people who have vision
loss from macular degeneration
make the most of their remaining
vision.

Researchers from Trinity College
Dublin have developed a new gene
therapy approach that shows
promise for treating the dry form of
(ARMD). The gene therapy, ophNdi1,
developed by the team in Trinity’s
School of Genetics and Microbiology,
is the first of its kind to directly tar-
get mitochondrial function in cells
that are malfunctioning in ARMD.

In adults, many diseases of
aging have been found to have
defects of mitochondrial function,
including ARMD.

Mitochondria are known as the
“powerhouses” of the cell because
they manage the production of ener-
gy but their performance dips great-
ly in dry ARMD and this is linked to
a deterioration in sight.

The new gene therapy cleverly
uses a virus to access the cells that
are suffering and deliver the code
needed to give the failing mitochon-
dria a lifeline, enabling them to gen-
erate extra energy and continue to
function in supporting vision.

The therapy has shown benefit
in multiple models of dry ARMD.

Professor Jane Farrar, senior
author, said, “Critically, this study

provides the first evidence in mod-
els that directly modulating bioener-
getics in eye cells can provide ben-
efit and improve visual function in
dry ARMD. In doing so, the study
highlights the energy powerhouses
of the cell, mitochondria, as key tar-
gets for dry ARMD.”

Dr. Sophia Millington-Ward,
first author and research fellow in
Trinity’s School of Genetics and
Microbiology, said, “The novel
gene therapy targeting cellular
energy, or mitochondrial function,
that we explored for dry AMD con-
sistently provided benefit in the
model systems tested.”

NEW GENE THERAPY A

RAY OF HOPE?
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It’s the choice. You have
to wake up every day
and say, ‘There’s no

reason today can’t be
the best day of my life

— Blake Lively
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The state government has
suspended the officers involved in
the case and started disciplinary
action against them, writes
BISWAJIT BANERJEE

F
inally, Noida’s infamous twin
towers have been reduced to
rubbles and debris, flattened
by a controlled implosion that

was a major TV event.  
Built by Supertech Ltd., the towers

that rose alongside Noida Expressway
like sore thumbs, were termed by some
of these news channels as “Towers of
Corruption”.  

Punishing the builder is one thing.
The Supreme Court has done that in an
exemplary manner. But what about
those officials who conspired to allow
such illegal construction? The UP gov-
ernment has proposed strict action
against officers of the New Okhla
Industrial Development Authority
(NOIDA) as well as directors of
Supertech and the architect. The collu-
sion between the development author-
ity and real estate company has already
been established in the construction of
the twin towers. The list of these offi-
cials has also been released by the UP
chief minister's office.

The government had set up a four-
member special investigation team in
September 2021 under the chairman-
ship of the commissioner of infrastruc-
ture and industrial development to fix
the responsibility of officials of the
NOIDA and Supertech builders after
the Supreme Court observed there
was collusion between the two in the
illegal construction of the twin towers.

Based on the committee's report,
action has been initiated against 26 peo-
ple, including the officers and employ-
ees involved in the case, the directors
of Supertech Limited, and their archi-
tects.

An FIR was lodged by NOIDA in
Vigilance Establishment in October
2021, against the officials of the devel-
opment authority, the directors of
Supertech Limited, and the architect
involved in the case. In addition, a case
was also filed by the NOIDA in the dis-
trict court at Gautam Buddha Nagar for
launching prosecution against the
development authority's personnel and
M/s Supertech Limited. The state gov-
ernment has suspended the officers
involved in the case and started disci-
plinary action against them.

The high point of the list released by
the government is that majority of the
officers have retired. Apart from the gov-
ernment officers, the list also contains the
name of four directors and architects of
Supertech Limited. The list includes the
names of following officials: Mohinder
Singh, CEO, New Okhla Industrial
Development Authority (retired), SK
Dwivedi, CEO, NOIDA (retired), RP
Arora, Additional CEO, of the develop-
ment authority (retired), Yashpal Singh,
Officer on Special Duty, NOIDA
(retired), Saif Mairajuddin, Planning
Assistant, NOIDA (retired), Rituraj Vyas,
Associate Town Planner (currently
General Manager in-charge of Yamuna
Expressway Industrial Development
Authority), SK Mishra, Town Planner,
NOIDA (retired), Rajpal Kaushik, Senior
Town Planner, NOIDA (retired),
Tribhuvan Singh, Chief Architect
Planner, NOIDA (retired), Shailendra,
Deputy General Manager, Group
Housing (retired), Baburam, Project
Engineer (retired), TN Patel, Planning

Assistant, (retired), VA Devapujari, Chief
Architect Planner, (retired) Anita,
Planning Assistant (presently in UP
State Industrial Development Authority),
NK Kapoor, Associate Architect
(retired.), Mukesh Goyal, Planning
Assistant (Currently working in GIDA on
the post of Manager Planning), Praveen
Srivastava, Assistant Architect (retired),
Gyanchand, Law Officer (retired.),
Rajesh Kumar, Legal Adviser (retired.),
DP Bhardwaj, Planning Assistant, Vimla
Singh, Assistant Town Planner, Vipin
Gaur, General Manager (retired), MC
Tyagi, Project Engineer (retired), KK
Pandey, Chief Project Engineer, PN
Batham, Additional Chief Executive
Officer, and AC Singh, Controller of
Finance (retired.)

Directors and architects of
Supertech Ltd who are likely to face the
music include RK Arora, (director),
Sangeeta Arora, (director), Anil
Sharma, (director) and Deepak Mehta
(associate architect), Navdeep (interi-
or designer).

The construction of the twin tow-
ers in Sector 93A of Noida was started
in 2004. At that time Mohinder Singh
was posted as CEO of NOIDA. Singh’s
name figures in the list along with five
CEOs who succeeded him. During
their tenure, approval was given to build

or increase the height of the towers.
There was massive corruption in

the construction of the twin towers of
Noida. The saga of corruption started
in 2004, about 18 years ago. The
NOIDA allotted plot number 4 of a
group housing scheme in Sector 93A to
the Emerald Court on November 23,
2004. This was to be built by the
Supertech builders. The group housing
society submitted a proposal for the
construction of 14 towers to the New
Okhla Industrial  Development
Authority. The Authority passed the
proposal of G+9 i.e. 9 storeys with a
ground floor, for all the 14 towers. After
this, the game between the builder and
the development authority started.
After almost two years, on November
26, 2006, the development authority
made the first amendment to the map
of the group housing societies. The
builder was permitted to build two
more floors.

Thus, permission was given for all
14 towers to construct 11 floors instead
of 9. In the meantime, the development
authority also gave permission for the
construction of two more towers --
called tower 15 and tower 16. The
builder was also permitted to construct
11-storey buildings. The height of the
tower was fixed at 37 metres. There

were constant changes in the con-
struction plan of the towers. In this
sequence, on November 26, 2009, the
map of Tower No. 17 of the Group
Housing Society was passed.

The map of tower number 16 was
amended. According to the new map,
the construction of 24 storeys was
allowed in towers number 16 and 17.
Now its height was fixed at 73 metres.
The matter did not stop here. The third
revision of the tower map was made on
March 2, 2012. Under the new amend-
ment, the floor area ratio for towers
numbers 16 and 17 was increased.
Under the new changes, permission was
given to increase the height of both tow-
ers to 40 storeys. After the new revision,
the height of the building was fixed at
121 metres.

The corruption was exposed after
the members of the resident welfare
association raised questions about these
constructions. For the first time in 2012,
the residents of the society approached
the court. The builder had sold the flats
to them promising green areas around
them, instead, twin towers were erect-
ed there. Uday Bhan Singh Teotia
along with SK Sharma, Ravi Bajaj, and
MK Jain were the mainstay of the legal
battle started by the RWA.  One of this
quartet – Jain -- died of COVID-19

recently. Udaybhan Teotia, president of
Emerald Court Residents Welfare
Association, is a retired officer of the
Central Industrial Security Force
(CISF). He led the battle which start-
ed in High Court and ended in the
Supreme Court.

Bhan claimed that initially, the
builder did not even give the building
plan. Before going to the court, he wrote
a letter to all the authorities, including
the then Urban Development Minister
Mohammad Azam Khan. A legal com-
mittee was formed in the society to fight
the battle against the builder. There
were about 40 people on this commit-
tee. They fought this case by collecting
donations from society. Initially, they
asked for a donation of 500 rupees, then
`3,000, and lastly `17,000.

The cost of a 3 BHK flat in the
Supertech Emerald Court project was
said to be around Rs 1.13 crore. There
were about 915 flats in both towers,
which would have earned the company
around Rs 1,200 crore. Out of the total
915 flats, around 633 were booked and
the company collected around `180
crore from the buyers. Now the compa-
ny has been asked to return the money
of these people with 12% interest.

(Writer is Political Editor,
The Pioneer, Lucknow).

THE WAGES OF

SIN
PUNISHING THE BUILDER

IS ONE THING. THE
SUPREME COURT HAS

DONE THAT IN AN
EXEMPLARY MANNER.

BUT WHAT ABOUT THOSE
OFFICIALS WHO

CONSPIRED TO ALLOW
SUCH ILLEGAL

CONSTRUCTION? THE UP
GOVERNMENT HAS
PROPOSED STRICT

ACTION AGAINST
OFFICERS OF THE NEW

OKHLA INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT

AUTHORITY (NOIDA) AS
WELL AS DIRECTORS OF

SUPERTECH AND THE
ARCHITECT. THE

COLLUSION BETWEEN
THE DEVELOPMENT

AUTHORITY AND REAL
ESTATE COMPANY HAS

ALREADY BEEN
ESTABLISHED IN THE

CONSTRUCTION OF THE
TWIN TOWERS. THE LIST
OF THESE OFFICIALS HAS
ALSO BEEN RELEASED BY
THE UP CHIEF MINISTER'S

OFFICE
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Muqtada 
Al-Sadr’s
announcement to
quit Iraqi politics
has enraged his
supporters.
Although the
cleric had made
similar vows in
the past, he did
not keep his
words. Experts
opine that his
decision is a
desperate and
last-ditch effort to
transform his
supporters’ rage
into a movement
to reap political
dividends 

For an economy that
aspires to achieve
the status of a
middle-income
nation by the end of
this decade,
elevating the overall
quality of education
and imparting
industry-relevant
employable skills
can act as a twin-
engine to
turbocharge the
economy

PIYUSH KKAMAL 

Education and skill upgradation: Twin engines 
Political parties across the

spectrum have somehow
failed miserably in showcasing
their cumulative commitment
towards building a reliable
learning ecosystem. Since chil-
dren are not vote bank, they
often find themselves among
the most marginalised con-
stituencies in this nation.

In the absence of any polit-
ical voice, children are com-
pelled to go through a dated
education system where the
learning outcomes are extreme-
ly weak. In fact, the signifi-
cantly large number of teacher
vacancies and high absentee
rates in almost all government
schools is a testimony to this
gross apathy. Due to this wide-
spread apathy, governments
often fail miserably in protect-
ing the needs of students.

This is evident from the
obnoxiously high vacancy rate
in most of the educational
institutes. Even premium insti-
tutes like IITs have a faculty
vacancy rate of more than 50
per cent. We can only imagine
the plight of other institutes run
on the money power of corrupt
politicians.

This precarious ecosystem
has created an embarrassing
situation where 27 per cent of
the youth population (15-29
years) is sitting idle. They are
neither employed in any gain-
ful job nor pursuing any edu-
cation or training. Definitely

not an ideal condition to reap
the demographic dividends.

India’s public education
spending, at 4.5 per cent of the
GDP, is among the lowest in the
world. Therefore, it is essential
that spending on education and
skill upgradation should be
outside the shadow of welfare
schemes. Because the role of
education is so critical in shap-
ing the growth potential of a
country’s manufacturing and
service sectors, it can’t just be
treated as a welfare measure.
Let’s have a look at some num-
bers to appreciate the looming
concerns.

As per the latest periodic
Labour Force Survey (20-21),
only 13.8 per cent of Indian
youth are vocationally trained.
This, in comparison to
Germany’s 75 per cent and the
US’ 50 per cent, is woefully
inadequate to extract the ben-
efit from the demographic div-
idend. Of the total estimated
youth population of 301 mil-
lion, approximately 260 million
youth are basically not quali-
fied or skilled enough to get
absorbed in the existing job
market.

And out of this huge pop-
ulation, as many as 27.3 per
cent of the youth fall into the
category of Not in
Employment, Education, or
Training, referred to as (NEET)
youth. This is perhaps a huge
population of semi-literate peo-

ple who are just whiling away
their time. This is almost 82
million young people. To put
this number into context, it is
almost equivalent to the total
number of members enrolled in
the Communist Party of China.

This large number of
unemployable youths is a tes-
timony of our grand failure in
both education and skill devel-
opment. Hence, any further
delay in addressing the twin
issues of education and skills
will jeopardise our goal of

becoming a middle-income
nation by the end of this
decade.

There is no doubt that the
initiatives taken in the last
decade in the form of sector
skills councils and skill hubs
have played a critical role in
linking schools to ITIs and
polytechnics with embedded
courses. But the results in
terms of employment genera-
tion have so far remained luke-
warm, which is evident from
the fact that more than 50 mil-

lion households are still relying
on MNREGA to find employ-
ment.

Despite introducing vari-
ous skill implementation pro-
grammes, as many as half of
the trained people are skilled in
one of three fields only: IT/IT
enabled services, textile/hand-
loom, and electrical/electron-
ics. And this has been going on
despite the fact that these three
fields are incapable of absorb-
ing all the trained people. As
long as people undergoing

training are not made fully
aware of the prospect of respec-
tive courses, these students
will always feel the pressure to
pursue the courses that are
most popular among their peer
group.

Therefore, it is essential to
create more and more skill sets
related to high-value agricul-
ture, animal husbandry, horti-
culture, and agro-processing so
as to empower rural women
and NEET youth residing in
rural areas. And while impart-

ing these skill-building pro-
grammes, it is imperative to
include life-skill components
like basic IT and communica-
tion skills.

Furthermore, existing ITIs
and Polytechnics must intro-
duce curriculum and courses
centred on the specific needs of
manufacturing industries.
There is a need to involve
women’s self-help groups and
youth organisations in the
process of designing and con-
ceptualising skilling plans to
meet the specific needs of their
local area. Besides, skill pro-
grammes managed by potential
employers should always be
encouraged, especially for the
development of industry-rele-
vant skills.

An annual target of train-
ing a certain number of youths
can never replace a compre-
hensive framework to create
more opportunities of employ-
ment and entrepreneurship.
For an economy that aspires to
achieve the status of a middle-
income nation by the end of
this decade, elevating the over-
all quality of education and
imparting industry-relevant
employable skills can act as a
twin engine to turbocharge
the economy.

(The writer is a former IRS
officer & author of the book
‘Current Perspectives on the
Indian Economy’)

Iraq is once again pushed into
a new crisis. The current

power struggle is fierce. It is
solely taking place among the
frail Shia elites in the country.
Old wounds are emerging.
Battlegrounds are agog with a
strong feeling of revenge and
hatred. The government of the
day is helpless. And the new
chaos reminds the interna-
tional community of bloody
years between 2003 and 2012
in the US-controlled Iraq when
rebels fought against the occu-
pying forces. 

Sadly, Baghdad has not
been able to experience a per-
manent political establishment
since the general election of
October 2021. The main rea-
son is that no single political
party could cross the majority
mark in that election.
Nevertheless, the present intra-
Shia turmoil in this country is
unique. Seemingly, the saga in
this war-ravaged nation is once
again echoing the crisis when
Iran and the US vied for power
in Iraq.

What is the crisis all about?
Today the cynosure of the
escalating political crisis in
Iraq is none other than the
influential Shia cleric Muqtada
al-Sadr. Political analysts say
that it is the longest political
deadlock since 2003 wherein
prominent Shia leaders are bit-
terly fighting for their domi-
nance in the government for-
mation. The parliamentary
election took place in Iraq in
the month of October last year.
The party of al-Sadr won 74
seats, the maximum by any
single political outfit. But it fell
short of 91 seats to have a clear
majority in the 329-member
parliament to form the next
government in Baghdad. In the
October election the Iran-
backed Shia party’s share
dropped from 48 to 17. 

After failing to overturn
the results in the court, the rival
Shia groups almost stalled al-
Sadr’s efforts to form a new
government. In fact, al-Sadr
wanted all his Kurdish and
Sunni Arab allies but not those
which are pro-Iran. Al-Sadr
wants to stay away from the
pro-Iranian groups. He is try-
ing to build up a new nation-
alist dialogue in the country.
But it is really difficult as the
Iranian zealots are closely
watching the current develop-
ments.

Al-Sadr’s sudden
announcement to quit Iraqi
politics has enraged his sup-
porters. Although the cleric
had made similar vows in the

past also, he did not keep his
words. Experts opine that his
move is a desperate and dan-
gerous attempt to maintain his
power and galvanise the power
base in already crumbled
power corridors of Iraqi 
politics.

As the protests turned vio-
lent, there were rumours that
pro-Iranian militias might
attack the demonstrators, some
of them taking shelter in the
autonomous Kurdistan region.
This is certainly escalating the
crisis but the Kurdish groups
are trying to build a consensus
among the rival groups.

Many say that al-Sadr does
not have any leverage now. And
he is simply appealing to the
emotions of his followers. He
is trying to further strengthen
the personality cult amid the
crisis. Abbas Kadhim, the
Director of the Atlantic
Council’s Iraq Initiative right-

ly, said, "He is telling his fol-
lowers that okay I was defeat-
ed but it is up to you to turn me
into a victorious player by
doing whatever it takes. Or you
could say, we give up. We lost."
His followers are willing to do
anything to maintain the
image, status and power posi-
tion of al-Sadr in Iraq. This
scene is potentially dangerous
for a country like Iraq.

Meanwhile, the UN mis-
sion in Iraq has termed the
protests as "extremely danger-
ous escalation". Also, it urged
all the protesters to vacate all
the government premises so
that the caretaker government
of the country can start func-
tioning. Around the same time,
al-Sadr asked his supporters to
leave the Green Zone of the
capital city. This could be a new
tactic for the cleric to prepare
for the next level of street fight
with his rivals. But his follow-

ers are not going to leave the
public squares any sooner. And
it will escalate tension in the
emerging political landscape of
the country.

The current political stale-
mate is effectively deflecting
attention from the country’s
long-standing economic chal-
lenges. The ongoing Russia-
Ukrainian war has impacted
the Iraq crisis resolution. This
has indeed paralysed many of
the nations, including Europe,
especially in West Asia. Since
the February 24 Russia-
Ukrainian war, food prices
have soared globally. At this
time, when skyrocketing crude
prices have strengthened the
national economy.

From the current stale-
mate, it has emerged that al-
Sadr has proved his inability to
govern, or he has retreated to
make a new comeback. But one
thing is certain: His actions

demonstrate that he is not
responsible. It has been
observed that whenever he is
close to power, he throws
tantrums. He threatens either
to quit or leave the country.
This is how he tries to confuse
the Iraqi public. And he wants
to bolster his might by resort-
ing to new tactics.

Some say that even if the
current deadlock comes to an
end, it may certainly leave its
fissures behind for the future.
The warning signal that is
emerging from the streets of
Baghdad is that it is better for
al-Sadr to be peaceful rather
than pushing his followers to
the brink of fresh violence. It
would certainly help the pop-
ulist cleric to remain relevant
in the much-divided Iraqi
political spectrum, despite all
the pressures from the US and
neighbouring Iran.

This is Iraq’s longest polit-

ical impasse since the
American invasion of the
country in 2003 after the ouster
of Saddam Hussein. This omi-
nous escalation has catapulted
the oil-rich nation even deep-
er into a serious chaos. If it con-
tinues, Iraq’s years of tumul-
tuous transition to civil gover-
nance may soon disappear.
With all his clout, al-Sadr can
play the role of a peacemaker
so as to pull back all his sup-
porters from the road to vio-
lence. 

Today Iraq demands peace.
And the world can’t afford to
have another crisis in West Asia
when the region is already
troubled by the neighbouring
Syrian civil war since 2011, and
another one in Libya, besides
the humanitarian crisis in
Yemen. And above all, the
Ukrainian crisis is deepening
while altering the existing glob-
al order. So, keeping all these in

mind, al-Sadr should not turn
into a "will-o-the-wisp", rather
he should realise his organisa-
tional strength to bring back
order in Iraq. What Iraq needs
today is a stable political estab-
lishment. Baghdad can’t bear a
simmering crisis. Al-Sadr, the
rest of the Shia leaders and all
the other political players in
Iraq must remember that vio-
lence and chaos only embold-
ens Iran to make further
inroads into their country.

(Dr Makhan Saikia has
taught political science and
international relations for over
a decade in institutions of
national and international
repute after specialisation in
globalisation and governance
from Tata Institute of Social
Sciences, Mumbai. He is the
chief editor of the Journal of
Global Studies, an internation-
al research journal)

Al-Sadr’s changing tack: A fighting chance 
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T
h e
Mu m b a i
Customs

department has
arrested a pas-
senger from
Ghana at the
internat ional
airport here for
trying to smug-
gle cocaine into
India by hiding
it in 87 capsules
which he had
swallowed.

The value of
the 1,300-gram cocaine recovered from the passenger
is Rs 13 crore, the Customs said.

The passenger was intercepted at the Mumbai inter-
national airport on suspicion on August 28 and was
taken to a state-run hospital.

"The pax, who is from Ghana landed at the Mumbai
Airport, where he was intercepted by the Customs offi-
cials on suspicion. During the search, officials did not
find anything in his luggage, but during the investi-
gation, the officials found that he had swallowed 87
capsules containing Cocaine," said a tweet posted from
Mumbai Customs-III handle.

He was admitted to a state-run hospital, where he
ejected those capsules over three days.

The passenger has been arrested under relevant sec-
tions of the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances Act (NDPS) and a probe is underway, it
said.

T
housands of people
remained under evacua-
tion orders on Saturday

after a wind-whipped wildfire
raged through rural Northern
California, injuring people and
torching an unknown number
of homes. The fire that began
on Friday afternoon on or
near a wood-products plant
quickly blew into a neigh-
bourhood on the northern
edge of Weed but then carried
the flames away from the city
of about 2,600.

Evacuees described heavy
smoke and chunks of ash rain-
ing down. Annie Peterson said
she was sitting on the porch of
her home near Roseburg Forest
Products, which manufactures
wood veneers, when all of a
sudden we heard a big boom
and all that smoke was just
rolling over toward us .

Very quickly her home and
about a dozen others were on
fire. She said members of her
church helped evacuate her
and her son, who is immobile.

She said the scene of smoke

and flames looked like the
world was coming to an end.

Suzi Brady, a Cal Fire
spokeswoman, said several
people were injured. Allison
Hendrickson, spokeswoman
for Dignity Health North State
hospitals, said two people were
brought to Mercy Medical
Centre Mount Shasta.

One was in stable condition
and the other was transferred
to UC Davis Medical Center,
which has a burn unit.

Rebecca Taylor, communi-
cations director for Roseburg
Forest Products based in
Springfield, Oregon, said it is
unclear if the fire started near
or on company property. A
large empty building at the
edge of company property
burned she said. All employees
were evacuated, and none have
reported injuries, she said.

The blaze, dubbed the Mill
Fire, was pushed by 35-mph
(56-kph) winds, and quickly

engulfed 4 square miles (10.3
square kilometres) of ground.

The flames raced through
tinder-dry grass, brush and
timber. About 7,500 people in
Weed and several nearby com-
munities were under evacuation
orders. Dr. Deborah Higer,
medical director at the Shasta
View Nursing Centre, said all 23
patients at the facility were
evacuated, with 20 going to
local hospitals and three staying
at her own home, where hospi-
tal beds were set up.

Gov. Gavin Newsom
declared a state of emergency
for Siskiyou County and said a
federal grant had been received
to help ensure the availability of
vital resources to suppress?the
fire . At about the time the blaze
started, power outages were
reported that affected some
9,000 customers, and several
thousand remained without
electricity late into the night,
according to an outage website
for power company PacifiCorp,
which said they were due to the
wildfire.

L
ittle remains of the legacy of Mikhail
Gorbachev, the last Soviet leader and
one of the greatest reformers in

Russian history.
In the name of glasnost (openness) and

perestroika (restructuring), Gorbachev
dismantled totalitarianism, abolished cen-
sorship, freed hundreds of political pris-
oners, and held competitive elections that
inaugurated a decade of democratisation.

By jettisoning the USSR's ideologically
driven foreign policy, he also ended the
Cold War and brought humanity back
from the brink of nuclear annihilation.

During his presidency, Vladimir Putin
has systematically destroyed these historic
achievements. On their ruins, his regime
is mobilising militants behind a new
totalitarian project.

Once again, education and culture are
being policed by the state. Once again,
hundreds of prisoners of conscience are
languishing in prisons and labour camps.
And once again, Russia is locked in a
potentially apocalyptic confrontation with
the West.

Gorbachev's dialogue with a dissident
Nothing better illustrates the differences
between Gorbachev and Putin than how
they treated their adversaries.

In December 1986, Gorbachev phoned
Andrei Sakharov, the most vilified dissi-
dent in the USSR. Sakharov had been lan-
guishing for seven years in internal exile
in the closed city of Gorky for his condem-
nation of the invasion of Afghanistan. In
a radical rupture with the etiquette of his

predecessors, Gorbachev politely invited
Sakharov to return to Moscow to resume
your patriotic work .

This act of civility was only the begin-
ning of what one liberal intellectual called
the sharp and profound Gorbachev-
Sakharov dialogue, a dialogue which
became one of the engines of our progress.

When Gorbachev introduced multi-can-
didate elections to a new Soviet legislature,
the Congress of People's Deputies,
Sakharov became one of 2,250 new par-
liamentarians.

His voice might have been lost in the
tumult of this unwieldy assembly. However,
Gorbachev repeatedly intervened to allow

Sakharov to take the podium and deliver
speeches that set the agenda of Russia's
democratic reforms.

After Sakharov died of a heart attack in
December 1989, Gorbachev lamented
this great loss of a person with his own
ideas and convictions, which he expressed
openly and directly.

Contrast this openness to dialogue
with Putin's strange inability to utter
even the name of his principal adversary,
Aleksei Navalny, who was subject to a
decade of vilification, trumped up crimi-
nal prosecutions, and violent attacks by
Kremlin proxies before state security
agents poisoned him with the nerve agent

novichok.
GORBACHEV'S RESTRAINT

There's no doubt Gorbachev's greatest
achievement was the relatively peaceful
dismantlement of a highly militarised total-
itarian regime with the world's largest arse-
nal of nuclear weapons.

As his power ebbed during the termi-
nal crisis of the USSR, Gorbachev was
unable to prevent excesses by military
hardliners in the Baltic states. However, at
the decisive moment, he resisted the
temptation to wage war to preserve the
Soviet empire in Eastern Europe or sup-
press the nationalist movements that were
tearing the Soviet federation apart at its

seams.
His reticence earned him the vilification

of the neo-Stalinists and radical national-
ists who dominated Russian opposition
politics in the 1990s.

But it almost certainly saved millions of
people from the ethnic cleansing and geno-
cidal massacres that devastated the former
Yugoslavia, eastern Europe's other Leninist
federation.

Gorbachev's restraint also unshackled
Russia's civil society after seven decades of
totalitarian regimentation. The early years
of perestroika witnessed a proliferation of
informal groups , small clubs of citizens
engaged in the kind of associational life

that's the lifeblood of democratic politics.
The most important of these informals

was the Memorial Society, which emerged
as a group of activists petitioning for the
construction of a monument to the victims
of Stalinism. As Memorial grew into a
grassroots human rights movement, it was
denied legal status by obstructionist
bureaucrats. Gorbachev, at the prompting
of Sakharov's widow, ordered its registra-
tion.

For the next three decades, Memorial
shone a spotlight on atrocities in the flash-
points of the former Soviet space and on
repression within Russia. Unsurprisingly,
it became a principal target of Putin's anti-
NGO laws and the Kremlin's small army
of anti-Western proxies. Last December,
when Memorial was banned, Gorbachev
spoke out in its defence.

During his six years in power,
Gorbachev evolved from a Leninist true
believer into a kind of social democrat. In
the end, his political credo revolved
around the notion of universal values ,
which repudiated Marxism-Leninism's
division of the world into capitalism and
socialism.

In the name of universal values,
Gorbachev became the only Soviet leader
to embrace the principles of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.

For Putin's propagandists, universal
values are an object of derision, a pitiful
delusion that blinded naive reformers like
Gorbachev to an unfolding national cat-
astrophe.

N
ASA's new moon rock-
et sprang another haz-
ardous leak Saturday, as

the launch team began fuelling
it for liftoff on a test flight that
must go well before astronauts
climb aboard.

For the second time this
week, the launch team began
loading nearly 1 million gallons
of fuel into the 322-foot rock-
et, the most powerful ever
built by NASA.

Monday's attempt was halt-
ed by a bad engine sensor
and leaking fuel.

As the sun rose, an over-
pressure alarm sounded
and the tanking operation was
briefly halted, but no damage
occurred and the effort
resumed, NASA's Launch
Control reported.

But minutes later, hydrogen
fuel began leaking from the
engine section at the bottom of
the rocket.

NASA halted the operation,
while engineers scrambled to
plug what was believed to be a
gap around a seal.

The countdown clocks con-
tinued ticking toward an after-

noon liftoff;
NASA had

t w o
hours

Saturday to get the rocket off.
NASA wants to send the

crew capsule atop the rocket
around the moon, pushing it to
the limit before astronauts get
on the next flight.

If the five-week demo with
test dummies succeeds, astro-
nauts could fly around the
moon in 2024 and land on it in
2025. People last walked on the
moon 50 years ago.

Forecasters expected gener-

ally favourable weather at
Kennedy Space Center, espe-
cially toward the end of the
two-hour afternoon launch
window.

At the same time, the rock-
et's lead engineers expressed
confidence in the tightened-up
fuel lines and procedure
changes.

On Monday, a sensor indi-
cated one of the four engines
was too warm, but engineers
later verified it actually was

cold enough.
The launch team planned to

ignore the faulty sensor this
time around and rely on other
instruments to ensure each
main engine was properly
chilled.

Before igniting, the main
engines need to be as frigid as
the liquid hydrogen fuel flow-
ing into them at minus-420
degrees Fahrenheit (minus-
250 degrees Celsius).

If not, the resulting damage
could lead to an abrupt engine
shutdown and aborted flight.

Mission managers accepted

the additional risk posed by the
engine issue as well as a sepa-
rate problem: cracks in the
rocket's insulating foam. But
they acknowledged other prob-
lems could prompt yet anoth-
er delay.

That didn't stop thousands
from jamming the coast to see
the Space Launch System rock-
et soar.

A
lthough it still feels like beach
weather across much of North
America, billions of birds have

started taking wing for one of nature's
great spectacles: fall migration.

Birds fly south from the northern
U.S. and Canada to wintering
grounds in the southern U.S.,
Caribbean and Latin America, some-
times covering thousands of miles.
Other birds leave temperate Eurasia
for Africa, tropical Asia or Australia.

Using observation records and
data collected through bird banding,
20th-century ornithologists roughly
mapped general migration routes
and timing for most migratory
species. Later, using radar at airports
and weather stations, they discovered

how weather and other factors
affect when birds migrate and
how high they fly.

Today, technological
advances are providing new
insights into bird migration
and showing that it is more
complex and wonderful than

scientists ever imagined. These
new and constantly improving

technologies are key aids for pro-
tecting migratory birds in the face

of habitat loss and other
threats.

BIRDING ACROSS
BORDERS

T h e
power of

the internet has great-
ly aided migratory bird research.
Using the popular eBird network,
birders all over the world can upload
sightings to a central database, creat-
ing a real-time record of the ebb and
flow of migration. Ornithologists
have also learned to use NEXRAD, a
national network of Doppler weath-
er radars, to visualize birds migrating
down the North American continent.

Now, scientists are setting up a
global network of receiver stations
called the Motus Network, which cur-
rently has 1,500 receivers in 31 coun-
tries. Each receiver constantly records
the presence of any birds or other ani-
mals within a nine-mile (15-kilome-
ter) radius that scientists have fitted
with small, lightweight radio trans-

mitters, and shares the
data online. The net-
work will become
increasingly useful
for understanding
bird migration as
more receiver sta-
tions become
active along
migration tracks.
TRACKING INDIVID-

UAL 
BIRDS VIA SATELLITE

Three new technolo-
gies are rapidly expanding
what we know about bird migration.

The first is satellite telemetry of
bird movement. Researchers fit birds
with small solar-powered transmit-
ters, which send data on the birds'
locations to a satellite and then on to
a scientist's office computer. The
scientist can learn where a bird is, the
route it took to get there and how fast
it travels.

For example, the bar-tailed godwit,
a pigeon-sized shorebird, breeds in
Alaska and then migrates to New
Zealand. Satellite transmitters show
that godwits often fly nonstop from
Alaska to New Zealand. Recently, a
godwit set the record for the longest
nonstop flight by a land bird: 8,100
miles (13,000 kilometers) in 10 days,
from Alaska to Australia.

Satellite telemetry studies show
how much individual birds, even
those from the same breeding loca-

tion, vary in their migra-
tory behavior.

Individual differ-
ences in migratory
behavior are prob-
ably due to differ-
ences in physical
condition, learn-
ing, experience
and personal pref-

erences.
Another shore-

bird, the whimbrel,
also makes a phenome-

nally long journey over the
ocean. Satellite telemetry has shown
that some whimbrels travel from
northwest Canada, across the North
American continent to Canada's east
coast, then set off over the Atlantic
Ocean on a 3,400-mile (5,400-kilome-
ter), six-day nonstop flight to the
coast of Brazil. In total, they may trav-
el 6,800 miles (11,000 kilometers).

Sadly, hunters kill some of these
birds when they land to rest on
islands in the Lesser Antilles. The
unfortunate fate of two satellite-
tracked whimbrels has catalyzed a
campaign to tighten regulations on
shorebird hunting in the Caribbean.

GEOTAGGING SMALL BIRDS
Many birds are too small to carry

a satellite transmitter. Given the
energetic effort required for migra-
tion, a device must weigh less than
5% of a bird's body weight, and
many migratory songbirds weigh

under 0.7 ounces (20 grams).
An ingenious solution for small

birds is a geolocator tag, or geolog-
ger a tiny device that simply records
time, location and presence or
absence of sunlight. Scientists know
the timing of sunrise and sunset on
a given date, so they can calculate a
bird's location on that date to with-
in about 125 miles (200 kilometers).

Birds carrying geologgers must be
recaptured to download the data.
That means the bird must survive a
migration round trip and return to
the same place where it was first cap-
tured and tagged. Amazingly, many
geologger-tagged small birds do.

Geologgers have shown that
Blackpoll warblers small songbirds
that breed in the boreal forests of
North America fly long distances
over the Atlantic in fall, heading to
the Amazon basin. Birds breeding in
eastern North America head out
over the Atlantic in maritime
Canada or the northeastern U.S. and
make a 60-hour, nonstop, 1,500-mile
(2,500-kilometer) flight to the
Greater Antilles. There they rest and
recuperate, then continue across the
Caribbean to South America.

Blackpolls breeding in Alaska fly
across the North American conti-
nent before leaving shore on the
Atlantic coast and flying to South
America. In total, they journey
6,600 miles (10,700 kilometers)
over 60 days.

Why Gorbachev's 
legacy still threatens Putin

Hundreds line up to say farewell to Gorbachev; Putin absent
H

undreds of mourners lined up
Saturday to pay tribute to former
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev,

who launched drastic reforms that helped
end the Cold War and precipitated the
breakup of the Soviet Union, in a farewell
snubbed by Russian President Vladimir
Putin. The Kremlin's refusal to declare a
state funeral reflects its uneasiness about
the legacy of Gorbachev, who has been
venerated worldwide for bringing down
the Iron Curtain but reviled by many at
home for the Soviet collapse and the ensu-
ing economic meltdown that plunged mil-
lions into poverty.

On Thursday, Putin privately laid flow-
ers at Gorbachev's coffin at a Moscow hos-
pital where he died. The Kremlin said the
president's busy schedule would prevent
him from attending the funeral.

Asked what specific business will keep
Putin busy on Saturday, Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov told reporters
that the president will have a series of
working meetings, an international phone
call and needs to prepare for a business
forum in Russia's Far East he's scheduled
to attend next week. Gorbachev, who died
Tuesday at the age of 91, will be buried
at Moscow's Novodevichy cemetery next

to his wife, Raisa, following a farewell cer-
emony at the Pillar Hall of the House of
the Unions, an opulent 18th century man-
sion near the Kremlin that has served as
the venue for state funerals since Soviet
times. At the ceremony Saturday, mourn-
ers passed by Gorbachev's open casket
flanked by honorary guards, laying flow-
ers as solemn music played. Gorbachev's
daughter, Irina, and his two grandaugh-
ters sat beside the coffin.

The grand, chandeliered hall lined by
columns hosted balls for the nobility under
the czars and served as a venue for high-level
meetings and congresses along with state

funerals during Soviet times.
Despite the choice of the prestigious site

for the farewell ceremony, the Kremlin
stopped short of calling it a state funeral, with
Peskov saying the ceremony will have ele-
ments of one, such as honorary guards, and
the government's assistance in organising it.
He wouldn't describe how it will differ from
a full-fledged state funeral. Declaring a state
funeral for Gorbachev would have obliged
Putin to attend it and would have required
Moscow to invite foreign leaders, something
that it was apparently reluctant to do amid
soaring tensions with the West after send-
ing troops to Ukraine.

m Scientists are using latest high-tech tools to study their amazing journeys

Birds migrate along ancient routes 

Fuel leak disrupts NASA's moonshot

87 capsules of cocaine
swallowed by Ghana
passenger recovered

THERE'S NO DOUBT GORBACHEV'S GREATEST ACHIEVEMENT WAS THE RELATIVELY

PEACEFUL DISMANTLEMENT OF A HIGHLY MILITARISED TOTALITARIAN REGIME WITH

THE WORLD'S LARGEST ARSENAL OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS. AS HIS POWER EBBED DUR-

ING THE TERMINAL CRISIS OF THE USSR, GORBACHEV WAS UNABLE TO PREVENT

EXCESSES BY MILITARY HARDLINERS IN THE BALTIC STATES. 

Thousands flee California wildfire 
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