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Despite the Covid-19’s
looming shadow over the

global finances, India’s econo-
my is on the path of recovery
and is well poised to reach the
pre-pandemic level, according
to the pre-Budget Economic
Survey tabled by Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
in Parliament on Monday.

The survey estimated the
economy to grow by 8-8.5 per
cent in the fiscal beginning
April 1. As per the survey, the
economy is well placed to meet
the future challenges on the
back of widespread vaccine
coverage, supply-side reforms
and easing of regulations.

The Economic Survey
2021-22 expects the economy
to grow by 9.2 per cent during
the current financial year, indi-
cating a recovery to the pre-
pandemic level.

The economy had con-
tracted by 7.3 per cent in 2020-
21 on account of the impact of
the Covid pandemic and sub-
sequent nationwide lockdowns
to check the spread of coron-
avirus.

The rosy economic sce-
nario painted by the survey
revived the stock market sen-

timents. Equity benchmarks
notched up solid gains on
Monday after a two-session
sliding streak. A robust recov-
ery in the rupee further boost-
ed the market.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
opened on a firm footing and
kept its momentum throughout
the session. It finally closed at
58,014.17, clocking a gain of
813.94 points or 1.42 per cent.
Likewise, the broader NSE
Nifty rallied 237.90 points or
1.39 per cent to end at
17,339.85.

“Overall, macro-economic
stability indicators suggest that
the Indian economy is well
placed to take on the challenges
of 2022-23. One of the reasons
that the Indian economy is in
a good position is its unique

response strategy,” the survey
said.

The Indian economy, as
seen in quarterly estimates of
GDP, has been staging a sus-
tained recovery since the sec-
ond half of 2020-21. Although
the second wave of the pan-
demic in April-June 2021 was
more severe from a health per-
spective, the economic impact
was muted compared to the
national lockdown of the pre-
vious year.

“Advance estimates sug-
gest that GDP will record an
expansion of 9.2 per cent in
2021-22. This implies that the
level of real economic output
will surpass the pre-Covid level
of 2019-20,” the survey said.

While the survey has
flagged concern over “import-
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Amid improving vaccina-
tion status and declining

graph of daily  Covid-19 situ-
ation in the poll-bound States,
the Election Commission (EC)
on Monday extended the ban
on roadshows, “padyatras”,
vehicle rallies and processions
till February 11. 

However, the poll panel
permitted a maximum of 1,000
people who could attend phys-
ical public meetings and
enhanced the number of peo-
ple allowed in door-to-door
campaigning from the present
10 to 20.

This EC decided this after
Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) Sushil Chandra along
with Election Commissioners
Rajiv Kumar and Anup
Chandra Pandey held another
comprehensive review of the
present Covid-19 situation in
the poll-bound  States of Goa,
Manipur, Punjab, Uttarakhand
and Uttar Pradesh.

In a statement, the EC said
that no roadshows, “padya-
tras”, and cycle/bike/vehicle
rallies and processions shall be
allowed till February 11, 2022. 

“The Commission has now
decided to allow physical pub-

lic meetings of political parties
or contesting candidates in
designated open spaces with a
maximum of 1000 persons
(instead of existing 500 per-
sons) or 50 per cent of the
capacity of the ground or the
prescribed limit set by State
Disaster Management
Authority (SDMA), whichever
number is lesser, from February
1, 2022 for all phases,” it said.

The Commission has also
enhanced the limit for door-to-
door campaigns and instead of
10 persons, now 20, excluding
security personnel, will be
allowed. The Commission has
now granted relaxation for the
political parties to the extent
that indoor meetings of a max-
imum of 500 persons (instead
of existing 300 persons) or 50
per cent of the capacity of the
hall or the prescribed limit set
by SDMA is allowed.

According to the EC, all the
State Chief Secretaries
informed the Commission
about reports of Covid-19
infection either plateauing or
tapering out as on date. They
also said that the positivity rate
is showing a decline with the
number of hospitalisation cases
registering a declining trend. 

Continued on Page 2

����� (.)�/.0& 1

Asserting women’s empow-
erment is one of the top

priorities of the Government,
President Ram Nath Kovind on
Monday specifically spoke of
the removal of retrograde
“triple talaq” as he spoke of the
self-reliance drive of “New
India”, including in the defence
sector, and its resolve “to pre-
serve, enrich and empower
India’s ancient heritage.”

Delivering the customary
address to the joint Session of
Parliament on behalf of the
Government, the President
expressed confidence that the
economic reforms coupled
with the drive of self-reliance
would help the country achieve
higher future economic goals.

“India received $48 billion
in FDI in the first seven months
of this fiscal; proof of investors’
confidence in the country,” he
said.

Amid the thumping of
desks by the MPs, Kovind
announced that women’s
empowerment is the top pri-
ority of his Government.

“We’re witnesses to the

success of Ujjwala Yojana.
Through Mudra Yojana, the
entrepreneurship and skills of
women have received a boost.
With “Beti Bachao, Beti
Padhao” many positive results
have come to the fore,” he fur-
ther said.

The President said the abo-
lition of “teen talaq”, allowing
Muslim women to Haj without
the need to be accompanied by
a male member, and drastic
“reduction in the dropouts of
Muslim girl students witnessed
in their enrolment” were major
steps by the Government for
the betterment of Muslim
women.

“Untill 2014, three crore
Muslim students were given

scholarships; whereas since
2014, four crore students were
awarded scholarships,” he said
pointing to Governments’ pro-
grammes for the betterment of
the minorities.

The President spoke of
continuous momentum of eco-
nomic reforms and drive for
self-reliance in all sectors,
including in the area of defence.

“Make in India is given
importance in the defence sec-
tor, and by doing this, the
Government is reducing the
dependability on other coun-
tries for defence imports”, he
said saying 126 items have
been removed from the import
list.

Continued on Page 2
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In an ugly turn in the already
strained relationship between

the Bengal Government and
the Raj Bhavan, Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee said that she
has blocked Governor Jagdeep
Dhankhar on the Twitter
because of his “unconstitu-
tional” ways.

The Chief Minister’s action
comes a day after the Governor
told the media that Bengal
had become a “gas chamber of
democracy.”

“I apologise for it in
advance. He (Jagdeep
Dhankhar) tweets something

everyday abusing me or my
officers. Says unconstitutional,
unethical things. He instructs,
not advises. Treats an elected
Government like bonded
labour. That’s why I have
blocked him from my Twitter
account. I was getting irritated,”
Mamata on Monday said.

Continued on Page 2
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In a surprise move, the BJP
has fielded Union Minister of

State SP Singh Baghel against
Samajwadi Party (SP) president
Akhilesh Yadav from the
Karhal Assembly constituency
in the upcoming Assembly
elections. Baghel on Monday
filed his nomination papers.

Baghel (61) is the Lok
Sabha member from Agra and
the Minister of State for Law
and Justice in the Union
Government.

“I am here to contest
against Akhilesh and SP. I am
here to get people justice and
I am assuring people that I will
free them from Gundas,”
Baghel said after filing his
papers. He added Karhal and
Jaswantnagar have got step-
motherly treatment from 
the SP.

Karhal is an SP bastion and
Jaswantnagar is represented by
Akhilesh’s uncle Shivpal Yadav

Baghel is an old confidant
of Mulayam Singh Yadav.
Baghel worked as a head con-
stable in the Uttar Pradesh
police and later worked as a
personal security officer of
Mulayam when he was Chief

Minister of UP in 1993-95 and
later Defence Minister in HD
Deve Gowda and Indra Kumar
Gujaral Governments. 

As Baghel developed polit-
ical ambitions, the SP fielded
him from Ferozaabad in the
2004 Lok Sabha elections.
Later, he switched loyalty and
joined the Bahujan Samaj Party,
and was nominated to the
Rajya Sabha. In 2017, he joined
the BJP and was elected to
Assembly from the Sikandrarau
Assembly seat in Hathars dis-
trict. In the 2019 Lok Sabha
elections, he was elected to
Parliament from the Agra seat.

The Lok Sabha MP said he
was fighting polls for develop-
ment. “I have fought so many
times against this family. Will
defeat him (Akhilesh). His
family has been defeated so
many times.” 

Continued on Page 2

Kochi: The Union
Government on Monday
barred the telecast of
Malayalam news channel
MediaOne citing “security rea-
sons”, but the Kerala High
Court stayed the implementa-
tion of the order for two days.

The Centre’s move drew
the ire of many with the
Opposition Congress terming
the move as “undemocratic”.

“The telecast of MediaOne
channel has once again been
disallowed by the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting,
Government of India, citing
security reasons. The
Government has not been
forthcoming with the details,”
Pramod Raman, the Editor of
MediaOne, said in a statement
here.

Continued on Page 2
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New Delhi: Production of eight
infrastructure sectors expand-
ed by 3.8 per cent in December
2021 against a 0.4 per cent con-
traction in the same month last
year on better show by coal,
cement and refinery products,
according to the official data
released on Monday.

Barring crude oil and steel,
all sectors recorded positive
growth in December 2021.
The core sector industries had
grown by 3.4 per cent in
November 2021.
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������%�+��� New Delhi: Terming infra-

structure as the backbone for
any economy, the Economic
Survey on Monday said there
has been a consistent increase
in the construction of National
Highways/roads since 2013-
14, with 13,327 km road con-
structed in 2020-21 as com-
pared to 10,237 kms in 2019-
20.

The survey further said
the extent and quality of infra-
structure determine the abili-
ty of a country to utilise its
comparative advantage.
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ed inflation”, especially from
elevated global energy prices, it
expects private sector invest-
ment to pick as the financial
system is in a good position to
provide support necessary for
speedy revival of the economy.

The survey said the fiscal
support given to the economy
as well as the health response
caused the fiscal deficit and
Government debt to rise in
2020-21. However, there has
been a strong rebound in rev-
enues in 2021-22 so far.

As per the survey, the
Government has the fiscal
capacity to maintain the sup-
port, and ramp up capital
expenditure when required.
The strong revival in revenues

also provides the Government
with fiscal space to provide
additional support as well, if
necessary, it added.

Also, the banking system is
well capitalised and the over-
hang of non performing assets
(NPAs) seems to have struc-
turally declined even allowing
for some lagged impact of the
pandemic.

Referring to the price sit-
uation in the country, the sur-
vey said “although the high
WPI inflation is partly due to
base effects that will even out,
India does need to be wary of
imported inflation, especially
from elevated global energy
prices”.

Continued on Page 2
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Even as the daily Covid-19

infections continued to dip in

the State, the deaths due to the

pandemic remained high with

18 more fatalities reported on

Monday. With this, the total

death toll mounted to 8,612.

Four deaths were reported

from Khordha district, three

each from Ganjam and Jajpur,

two from Jagatsinghpur, one

each from Puri, Nayagarh,

Keonjhar, Dhenkanal,

Cuttack and Bhadrak. The

State reported 3,329 Covid-19

positive cases in the 30 districts

and the State pool, taking the

total tally to12,49,240.

Among the newly-infected

were 504 children in the age

group of 0 to 18 years. In the

last 24 hours, 56,708 samples

were tested and the test positiv-

ity rate (TPR) was 5.87 per cent.

The active cases stood at

47,210. Notably, the State had

recorded 4,843 Covid cases on

Sunday. Of the new cases,

1,934 were from quarantine

and 1,395 were local contacts.

Khordha district detected the

highest 646 cases followed by

Cuttack with 293, Sundargarh

237, Mayurbhanj 145,

Baleswar 141, Nuapada 129,

Nayagarh 120, Sambalpur

115, Kalahandi 107, Jajpur 99,

Nabarangpur 90, Angul 85,

Jharsuguda 74, Kendrapada 73,

Jagatsinghpur 70, Balangir and

Deogarh 67, Gajapati 64,

Dhenkanal 61, Koraput 59,

Bhadrak 57, Puri 56, Boudh

49, Bargarh 46, Ganjam 44,

Malkangiri 34 and Keonjhar

21.  Besides, 136 cases were

from State pool.
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The State Government on

Monday released the Covid-

19 unlock guidelines for the

month of February.

As per a notification re-

leased by the Special Relief

Commissioner (SRC), the cur-

few would continue in all ur-

ban areas. However, its tim-

ings have been relaxed by an

hour. The curfew restrictions

would come into force from

10 pm to 5 am from February

1 instead of the present 9 pm

to 5 am. All shops, malls, mar-

kets, haats, cinema halls, swim-

ming pools, entertainment

complexes, theatres, auditori-

ums, assembly halls and simi-

lar places would remain open

across the State from 5 am to

10 pm during February. Dur-

ing the curfew period, restric-

tions shall not apply to per-

missible activities and emer-

gency services. Home delivery

of food, groceries, vegetables,

eggs, fish, meat, milk and other

essential items by restaurants

and Zomato, Swiggy,

OPOLFED, OMFED, Chilika

Fresh would continue without

any restrictions.

The Government also al-

lowed celebration of Saraswati

Puja at educational institutions

but with limited numbers of

students.
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The Vigilance police on

Monday conducted raids on

the properties of Biranchi

Naryan Sahoo, Junior Engi-

neer (JE) of Talcher block in

Angul district, on the allega-

tion of accumulation of dis-

proportionate assets. During

searches, a double-storied

and a single-storied building,
a Hyundai I10 car, five two-
wheelers, 261 grams of gold
ornaments, 10 fixed deposit

accounts in various banks

with deposits worth Rs 46.25

lakh were unearthed so far.

Sahoo and his family mem-

bers were found to be in pos-

session of assets worth about

Rs 2.5 crore.
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The Orissa High Court will

get four new judges as the Su-

preme Court Collegium has

approved a proposal for eleva-

tion of four advocates to the
Bench. A decision in this re-
gard was taken in a meeting
of the collegium on January
29. The four lawyers are V
Narasingh, Sanjay Kumar
Mishra, Biraja Prasanna
Satapathy and Raman
Murahari @ M.S. Raman.
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Little does one know that here is

a scholar extraordinary from India

who has made many of his coun-

terparts appear as Lilliputians be-

fore his gargantuan intellectual

heights whether at home or abroad.

It was always a case of Veni, Vidi

and Vici for Dr Kailash Chandra

Mishra at whenever and whichever

Punditocracy he has harangued. A

Professor Emeritus, a management

guru, a trendsetter scientist, an

Indologist, a sensitive observant of

national and international sce-

narios, a psephologist, Dr Mishra

in an interview to The Pioneer

spoke to Sugyan Choudhury on the

many questions concerning the up-

coming panchayat elections and

the pandemic in Odisha.

Why is there so much debate

about the Local Self-Government

Elections now?

The Preamble of the Constitu-

tion envisages India to be demo-

cratic not only politically but also

socially and economically. India is

a representative democracy where

people can exercise their sover-

eignty through franchise at all three

levels of democracy, Parliament,

State Legislature and Local Self-

Government. The democratic char-

acter of India is evident through

the periodic elections based on uni-

versal adult franchise, rule of law,

independence of judiciary, etc. Elec-

tions are the legitimate right of the

citizens. Covid-19 is prevalent for

the last two years and still not

abated. Elections cannot be post-

poned indefinitely; and, hence, no

other alternative than conducting

it is the only way in the Constitu-

tional systems. The observance of

the election code of conduct and

Covid protocols is the duties of citi-

zens in such pandemics. However,

elections with their campaigns do

enhance the spread of the pan-

demic. The only formula is to fol-

low the protocols strictly.

What precipitates the issue elec-

tions amid pandemic?

The negative effect of elections

conducted amid the pandemic was

well-established in Kerala. This ef-

fect of enhancing spread was found

only minimal for Local Self-Gov-

ernment elections but devastating

for legislative elections. Conduct of

elections in stages and organising

campaigns limiting to the local

area, visiting voters by small groups

of party workers and avoiding large

gatherings, both following Covid

protocols, had a demonstrable posi-

tive effect against the potential of

pandemic spread. With the election

commissions taking a firm stand

and political parties conforming to

the required norms, the conduct of

elections anywhere is possible even

in pandemic times. In non-demo-

cratic countries, the situation is not

different in Covid cases though

they may be aptly fabricating sta-

tistics to mislead the world that no

elections lead to no pandemics.

Is the concern bigger than pan-

demic in LSG elections?

More than a quarter of century

has elapsed since the Constitution

was amended to make urban and

rural local bodies a self-contained

third tier of governance. It is com-

mon knowledge that there is inad-

equate devolution of powers to

them. An entirely-different facet

is the way these local bodies func-

tion; the manner in which their

representatives are elected beset

with controversies and marred by

violence and charges of arbitrary

delimitation and reservation of

wards. It is a democratic expecta-

tion that State Election Commis-

sioner is independent to conduct

such elections in difficult times. The

States appoint senior bureaucrats

from among their favourites to this

office of Election Commissioner

leading to charges of being parti-

san. Exercises such as delimiting

wards, rotating the wards reserva-

tions and fixing dates for the elec-

tions become mired in controversy.

The Opposition believes that the

exercise is being done with the rul-

ing party’s interest in mind. By in-

voking its power under Article 142

of the Constitution, the Supreme

Court has asked all SECs who are

under the direct control of the re-

spective State Governments to step

down from their posts. In practice,

most States appoint retired bureau-

crats as SECs. Whether the apex

court’s decision would have a bear-

ing on those who are no more serv-

ing State Governments is a partial

remedy. The character strength is

yet to be under large public scru-

tiny. These are much bigger con-

cern coupled with expenses in the

elections, distribution of booties

and fringe walking in election code

of conduct are bigger concerns than

pandemics. The Supreme Court has

boosted the power of the office of

election commissioner by holding

that it is open to the SECs to coun-

termand any infractions of the law

made by a State Government in

the course of preparing for local

body polls.

What is the global response to

issues surrounding pandemic-time

elections?

The pandemic is causing an

unprecedented disruption in elec-

tions worldwide. Regardless of

whether countries are holding or

delaying elections, the decisions are

having a major impact on the po-

litical fortunes of incumbents and

challengers as well as on voter par-

ticipation. To ensure the credibility

of electoral processes while main-

taining public health, some govern-

ments are testing or expanding new

systems such as proxy voting and

mail balloting while political par-

ties and civil society organisations

are conceiving new ways to engage

voters. In fact, worldwide, there was

staggering of voting dates to avoid

pro-cyclic synchronisation of elec-

tions. Elections were avoided in

pandemic peak months like April

2020 and elections were held in July

2020, January 2021 and Septem-

ber 2021 to take advantage of re-

ceding waves. Despite these efforts,

low voter turnout, unequal cam-

paign conditions and limited

watchdog observation threaten to

cast a shadow on the legitimacy of

elections. The unfolding political

consequences of these widespread

disruptions and new innovations

are enormous. But Indian LSG elec-

tion process is devoid of such inno-

vations conducive to observe pan-

demic protocols. France had a very

bad legal dispute when the Gov-

ernment wanted to delay LSG elec-

tions to avoid pandemic peaks.

Whichever way Governments de-

cide to act, they are bound to face

criticism and they decide in their

best interest as political leaders are

not saints with equanimity.

In many countries that have

held elections since the corona out-

break, voter turnout on has been

severely depressed. France imple-

mented social distancing and hand

sanitising measures for its March 15

first-round municipal elections in

2021 and voter turnout still dropped

18 percentage points to its lowest-

ever participation rate for munici-

pal polls. Deeply concerned about

the implications of low voter turn-

out, the French Government al-

lowed voters to vote by proxy for

the second round of elections. In

the United States, 34 States have

authorised mail balloting either

through absentee voting mecha-

nisms or universal vote-by-mail sys-

tems. But even with these changes,

voter turnout has been less than or

equivalent to that in past primaries.

Experts say innovations might not

have enhanced voting percentages

but saved the day for democracy and

preserved the pandemic protocol.
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People from different walks of

life on Sunday gathered in front of

the office of Collector, Sambalpur,

to give a strong message to those

who want to humiliate Gandhiji

and tarnish his image.

“The nation would never tol-

erate any humiliation to the father

of the nation (Rastrapitanka

Apaman-Sahiba Nahi Hindustan),”

warned speakers on the Martyr’s

Day ( Death Anniversary of

Gandhiji) here on Sunday. It needs

to be mentioned here that a sec-

tion of the people having a clear

link with a particular party and an

organization, are busy in making

false propaganda against Mahatma

Gandhi with false and fabricated

stories. But ultimately they would

be discarded by the people as not

only Indians but also whole of the

world know well Gandhi, said Saroj,

a social activists and fighting for

the cause of poor and downtrod-

den. “When their Guli (bullet)

couldn’t kill Gandhi, how their Gali

(scolding/insult) could kill him,”

asked Siba Nanda.  Any attempt to

glorify Godse at the cost of Gandhi

would not be successful, he made it

clear. Other speakers present includ-

ing Prof Santosh Dash, Mahesh

Sayta, Ashok Pradhan and Bibhu

Patnaik put a question on those

who want to tweak history through

falsehood. “Gandhi is not an indi-

vidual, rather he is an institution.

He showed the strength of ‘non-

violence’ to the whole of the world.

Such a person can’t be eliminated

by false propaganda,” they said.

Gandhiji is not only named as

Rastrapita (father of the nation) by

Subash Chandra Bose, but the whole

world has accepted him in this

name. Hence, any attempt to glo-

rify Godse, the killer of Gandhiji

will not work, they said.
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The Orissa Cine Critics’ Asso-

ciation on Sunday took strong ex-

ception to the film 'Mu

Gandhinku Kahinki Marili' cur-

rently streaming in OTT platform

and demanded complete ban on

the film. The association urged the

Union Government to take im-

mediate action against the produc-

ers and the platform. Also it de-

manded to initiate legal action

against the director of the film. In a

statement association  president se-

nior journalist Pradosh Patnaik, gen-

eral secretary Dillip Hali and trea-

surer Rabindra Biswal said allowing

these uncensored films in unregu-

lated platforms against  father of

nation Mahatma Gandhi is deeply

deplorable. "It would jeopardise and

destoy our rich  social ethics and cul-

ture; these things should be imme-

diately stopped," said a statement.

Urges for 1.84L
houses for
Fani-hit families
�������� ����� � ������������

On the beginning day of the

Budget Session of Parliament on

Monday, the State Government

reminded the Centre about its de-

mand for sanction of houses under

the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana-

Gramin (PMAY-G).

Panchayati Raj and Drinking

Water Minister Pratap Jena wrote a

letter to Union Minister of Rural

Development and Panchayati Raj

Giriraj Singh on this issue remind-

ing Singh about the demands raised

by himself and Chief Minister

Naveen Patnaik through letters and

during meetings. He urged Singh

to take necessary steps to

synchronise the data of 6.65 lakh

households in the State-owned Ru-

ral Housing Portal with the Awaas+.

Jena also demanded sanction of 1.84

lakh Special PMAY (G) houses as

promised during May 2019 to

Odisha in the aftermath of cyclone

Fani and open of the Awaas+ win-

dow for some time to incorporate

names of eligible left-out families.

While the genuine demand of

Odisha has not been paid heed to

by the Ministry of Rural Develop-

ment so far, synchronisation of data

from the Karnataka State Govern-

ment MIS into Awaas+ was allowed

on January 13, 2022, Jena pointed

out. “Ignoring the repeated requests

from the State will not support the

cause of Odisha and it will further

deprive lakhs of tribal beneficiaries

living in the Scheduled areas of the

State and deserving poor people

belonging to KBK region and west-

ern parts of the State. I would re-

quest your august office to rectify

this injustice being meted out to

the State of Odisha and its people,”

Jena told Singh in the letter. In

December, the Chief Minister had

written a letter to Prime Minister

Modi demanding 14.84 lakh hous-

ing units under PMAY-G.

The Ministry has allowed iden-

tification of eligible left-out fami-

lies through Awaas+ by March 7,

2019. However, the State could iden-

tify only 35,000 families within this

stipulated period because of pre-

occupation of Government ma-

chinery in preparatory work for

general elections-2019, network

connectivity issues and LWE vio-

lence in some pockets. The PM had

promised to allot 5 lakh PMAY-G

(special) houses to Fani-affected

families during his visit in May

2019, Jena pointed out.
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The BJP on Monday alleged that

the property of Lord Lingaraj in

Bhubaneswar is being sold at throw-

away prices by the State Govern-

ment. BJP general secretary

Lekhashri Samantsinghar stated

that Revenue, Endowment and

General Administration Depart-

ments and Bhubaneswar Develop-

ment Authority officials are in-

volved in the illegal activities. The

Master Plan is being changed and

the lands which cannot be disposed

of are being sold to land mafias,

said Samantsinghar. She demanded

stringent action against the offi-

cials who are involved in produc-

ing fake documents and claiming

that the lands do not belong to Lord

Lingaraj. Besides, the Government

should clarify on this immediately,

she said. Notably, the district ad-

ministration had stopped construc-

tions on a patch of land near the

Biju Patnaik International Airport,

where constructions were carried

out by the wife of a mining con-

tractor. The BJP said the aforesaid

land is Lingaraj Temple property

which has been recorded in private

persons’ names illegally.
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The Alternative Mechanism

comprising Nitin Gadkari, Union

Minister for Road Transport and

Highways; Nirmala Sitharaman,

Union Minister for Finance & Cor-

porate Affairs and Piyush Goel,

Union Commerce & Industry Min-

ister, which is empowered by the

Cabinet Committee on Economic

Affairs (CCEA), approved the high-

est bid of Tata Steel Long Products

Limited for 93.71% of shares of joint

venture partners of four CPSEs and

two Odisha State PSEs at a bid en-

terprise value of Rs 12,100 crore.

The Neelachal Ispat Nigam Ltd

(NINL) is a joint venture of four

CPSEs, namely, MMTC, NMDC,

BHEL, MECON and two Odisha

Government PSUs, namely, OMC

and IPICOL. The NINL has an in-

tegrated steel plant with a capacity

of 1.1 MT at Kalinganagar. The

company has been running in huge

losses and the plant is closed since

March 30, 2020. The company has

huge debt and liabilities exceeding

Rs 6,600 crore as on March 31,

2021, including huge overdue of

promoters (Rs 4,116 crore), banks

(Rs 1,741 crore), other creditors and

employees. The company has a

negative net worth of Rs 3,487 crore

and accumulated losses of Rs 4,228

crore as of March 31, 2021. The

Government of India does not hold

any equity in the company. How-

ever, on the request of the boards

of selling shareholder PSEs and on

concurrence by the Odisha Gov-

ernment, the CCEA ‘in-principle’

approved a strategic disinvestment

of NINL on January 8, 2020 and

authorised the Department of Dis-

investment & Public Asset Man-

agement (DIPAM) to undertake

the transaction.

The transaction was made

through an open-market, competi-

tive bidding process towards the

enterprise value of the company,

comprising the liabilities of the

company as on March 31, 2021 and

the 93.71% equity of the company

held by the six selling PSE share-

holders. The Expressions of Inter-

est (EoIs) were invited on January

25, 2021. Three bids were received

by the due date, December 23,

2021. The Reserve Price was subse-

quently recommended by the IMG

after detailed examinations of the

valuation reports prepared by the

TA and the AV, and was approved

by the CGD at Rs 5,616.97 crore.

Thereafter, the financial bids

were opened for the following quali-

fied bidders: Consortium of Jindal

Steel & Power Limited and Nalwa

Steel and Power Ltd, JSW Steel

Limited and Tata Steel Long Prod-

ucts Limited (TSLP) The TSLP

emerged as H-1 bidder. A LoI is

being issued to TSLP inviting it to

sign the SPA. At this stage, 10% of

the bid amount shall be paid by it

into the Escrow account.

This is the first instance of

privatisation of a public-sector steel

manufacturing enterprise in India,

which the Odisha Government ac-

tively supported.
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While the State Government

is busy finalising the Fiscal Strategy

Report indicating the assumptions for

revenue and expenditure projections

in the medium term and the outlook

for the State economy and finances,

senior officials are keeping their eyes

on the forthcoming Union Budget

to be presented on February 1.

Union Minister Finance,

Nirmala Sitharaman will present

Annual Budget on the day in the Par-

liament and after the presentation of

the Budget, senior officials will take

note of it and will revise the estimates

looking at the allocations in the

Union Budget, senior officials said.

Principal Secretary Finance Vishal

Dev, leading the Team Finance for

pre Budget consultation with the

Departments of the Government,

said the consultation is in the final

stage. With Central Budget presented

in the Parliament, fine-tuning of the

proposed State Annual Budget for

2022-23 will be done, he told. In fact,

the Odisha Government has pre-

sented its ‘Wish List’ to the Union

Government during pre Budget con-

sultation with the Union Minister Fi-

nance recently. Now it has to be seen

how much the Union Government

has accommodated in the Union

Budget, an official said. While the

State Government is setting strate-

gic priorities for the next five years,

the State economy is gradually re-

covering from the contraction in the

fiscal year ended March, 2021. The

severe second wave of Covid-19 pan-

demic has affected the manufactur-

ing and service sector recovery in the

State. The State has been fighting the

pandemic since March, 2020 with ob-

jective of saving the life and liveli-

hood of the people. The priorities of

the State Government in the me-

dium-term still remains to achieve

Sustainable Development Goals

through faster reduction of poverty,

increasing farmers’ income by crop

diversification and direct benefit

transfer, providing piped drinking

water to all, making available quality

affordable healthcare facilities, en-

abling quality education and skill de-

velopment and providing quality

physical infrastructure for improving

economic activities.

The State Government is in

mission mode to empower women

in every sphere of economic activi-

ties, modernise the health facilities at

PHC level and build world class ter-

tiary healthcare facility in the State,

and provide IT enabled platforms in

primary education institutes at the

village level, so that the State could

achieve an inclusive growth.
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The Economic Offences Wing
(EOW) of the Crime Branch on Sun-
day arrested Amrita Kindo, manag-
ing director of Diya Diary Agro Pro-
cessor Private Limited, in connec-
tion with a fraud of  Rs 100 crore.

Kindo has been booked under
Sections 406, 420, 467, 468, 471 and
120-B of IPC, Kindo was arrested
based on a written complaint filed
by Annapurna Finance Pvt Ltd lo-
cated at Khandagiri. Earlier, the fi-
nance company alleged that one
Deepak Kindo, MD of Sambandh
Finserve Pvt Ltd (Chandaka Indus-
trial Estate) had fraudulently availed
a loan of Rs 5 crore on the basis of
forged documents. Preliminary in-
vestigations revealed that the com-
panies of both complainant and ac-
cused are registered with RBI as
NBFC-MFI. During 2020, Kindo’s
company had approached the finance
company for a loan of Rs 5 crore for
carrying on financial activities effec-
tively by giving loans to different

Self-Help Groups (SHGs) and Joint
Liability Groups. “However, after
availing the loan, the Samband
Finsery violated the terms and con-
ditions and misappropriated the
amount without making repayment.
It has also been ascertained the ac-
cused company had furnished forged
documents to avail the loan,” the
EOW said in a release. During the
course of investigation, it was revealed
that Kindo’s company had also raised
funds of over Rs 100 crore from dif-
ferent investors and lenders like DCB
Bank, SIDBI, BOPA PTE Ltd. (a
Singapore-based company) and DIA
Vikash Capital Pvt Ltd and misappro-
priated the same by diverting the
amounts to their sister concerns dur-
ing the period 2015 to 2020. It has
also been ascertained that the Diya
Diary Agro Processor is a sister con-
cern of Sambandh Finserve. From the
period between 2017 and 2020, out
of the loans availed by the accused
company, an amount of Rs 22.72 crore
was diverted to the accounts of Diya
Diary Agro Processor and misappro-
priated, the EOW added.
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A youth on Monday committed
suicide at Nandan Vihar here over al-
leged betrayal by his girlfriend. Police
have recovered a suicide note from the
spot. Soumya Ranjan Panigrahi was
found hanging from a ceiling fan in
his bedroom in the morning. In a hand-
written note found from the spot, it

was mentioned that the reason of his
suicide was his girlfriend’s infidelity.
Source said the youth took the extreme
step after coming to know that he was
being cheated by his beloved since a
year. He also mentioned his girlfriend’s
and her current partner’s names in the
suicide note. Soumya Ranjan’s family
claimed that he was under severe de-
pression after being cheated by the girl.
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A medical college and hospital

(MCH) at Sundargarh is going to

be reality, which will be managed

by the State Government.  Prof

(Dr) Daitari Routray, Professor,

Anaesthesiology, SCB Medical Col-

lege and Hospital, Cuttack has been

assigned the charge of Dean and

Principal (I/c) of  Government

Medical College and Hospital,

Sundargarh and Prof (Dr) Pankaj

Parida, Professor, Transfusion Medi-

cine, SCB MCH, has been assigned

the charge of Superintendent (I/C)

of the MCH.

The MCH at Shankara will be

functional from 2022-23 academic

year. The State Government is tak-

ing steps to start MBBS admissions

for 100 seats and 500 bed hospital,

said an order of the State Health

and Family Welfare Department.

The department has appointed the

District Medical Officer (medical

services) and Superintendent of

Sundargarh District Headquarters

Hospital (DHH) Dr PK Sahu as the

Additional Superintendent-cum-

nodal officer of the MCH. Earlier

on June 25, the department had

authorized the Director of Medical

Education and Training (DMET)

to file an application with the Na-

tional Medical Commission for es-

tablishment of the MCH from aca-

demic year 2022-23.

Notably, the NTPC had an-

nounced MCH in Sundargarh in

2010. Three years later, the State

Government and NTPC had signed

an MoU in December 2013. As per

the agreement, NTPC was to set up

the MCH infrastructure and the

Government was to run it. After

Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik laid

its foundation in 2014, the MCH

was supposed to operate from 2016-

17 academic session, but the project

got delayed and after completion of

its infrastructure in 2020, the same

was used as a Covid hospital. In No-

vember,2020, the then Chief Secre-

tary Asit Tirpathy had moved the sec-

ond AIIMS proposal to the Centre

stating that the MCH, built at a cost

of Rs 418 crore, has provisions for

500 beds and 100 MBBS seats.

In April, 2021, a nine-member

team from AIIMS had visited the

facility but there was no further re-

sponse from the Central Govern-

ment about AIIMS second campus

at Sundargarh. State Health and

Family Welfare Minister Naba

Kishore Das, had also written to the

Centre in which he had requested to

establish the second AIIMS at

Sundargarh by using the same in-

frastructure. After not getting any

response from the Centre regarding

setting up of AIIMS at Sundargarh,

the State Government had started

the process to run the MCH.
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Keonjhar : A major mishap was averted at the District Headquarters
Hospital (DHH) here after fire broke out inside it on Monday. The fire
erupted out in the dialysis unit at around noon. Though the exact
cause behind the fire was yet to be ascertained, short circuit was sus-
pected to have led to the mishap. A firefighting team was called in to
douse the flames. Meanwhile, panicked patients, who were present in
the dialysis unit, were shifted to safer places.
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Baleswar :  Excise personnel following raids in two different places
seized 25 kg of ganja and arrested two persons in this connection on
Monday. The accused were identified as Zul Fakir Malla (45) and
Surath Malla (24), both residents of Murshidabad district of West
Bengal. The contraband was seized from a bus-stand and the Basta
station, said officials, adding that the consignment came from Phulbani.
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Brahmapur : The Sardar Ballhav Bhai Patel Bahu Muki Sangh led by its
president Ramakumar Patra submitted a memorandum to the BeMC
Commissioner demanding relaxation in night curfew/shutdown by
one hour. It demanded that instead of 9 pm, the curfew/shutdown
hours for markets, hotels and trade and business houses be made 10
pm. The Sangh also sought relaxation on the existing restrictions on
entry of devotees into the temples for darshan of the deities. The
office-bearers of the Sangh, a large number of businessmen and priests
of various temples joined the delegation.
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Brahmapur : Former Vice-Chancellor of Berhampur University Prof
Jayanta Mahapatra in a tweet has appealed to the people who are
eligible to take booster dose to receive the vaccine without fail. He
further said the Omicron has exposed the limits of present vaccines in
many countries. Prof Mahapatra said a country like Portugal with a
population of one crore+ and almost fully vaccinated saw a massive
spread of Covid-19 recently, thereby making the booster dose essential.
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Brahmapur : The Odisha Knowledge Corporation Limited (OKCL) on
Monday conducted its annual district meet at Chhatrapur. Chief guest
OKCL CEO Dr Manoranjan Puthal encouraged youths to be self-
sufficient through up-to-date technical knowledge and training im-
parted by the OKCL. He along with district head S Rekha Mohanty
distributed prizes to the chosen centres. The first prize was awarded to
Digapahandi Advanced Computer, second to Happy World in Chikiti
Penth and third to Kensoft Computer in Sheragada for their overall
performances.  Representatives from 52 authorised computer educa-
tion centres in Ganjam and Gajapati districts participated.
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Brahmapur : As the panchayat elections approach, the Excise Depart-
ment conducted raids across Ganjam district on Saturday and Sun-
day. The raids were conducted in Bhanjanagar, Sorada, Buguda,
Khalikote, Kalasandhapur Erogola Camp, Jagannathpally E Camp,
Thengapally E Camp, Gandapally E Camp, Pakalapally E Camp,
Santoshimaa E Camp under Aska Excise Station and Chanduli under
Hinjilicut Excise Station area. The excise team seized 1,265 litres of ID
liquor, 13,335 litres of gur-mixed wash and 67.2 litres of OS-Liquor.
At least 23 persons were arrested in this connection. Officials said the
value of the seized liquor and related stuffs would be around Ra 7 lakh.
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Khordha : A new HP petrol
pump came up at Daleiput near
here along NH-16. The pump
was inaugurated on Sunday by
Ollywood actors Sabyasachi
and Archita in the presence of
Khordha MLA Jyotirindranath
Mitra, Bhubaneswar North
MLA Sushanta Kumar Rout and PD Diganta Routray.
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Many sitting Sarpanches and

Members, Panchayat Samiti (MPS)

and their family members in

Kendrapada have fielded nomina-

tions for various posts for the up-

coming PRI polls. This shows how

strong the lure of power is.

If sources are to be believed, one

Anuja Kumar Mohanty , who is the

sitting Sarapanch of Palasudha GP

under Garadapur block, has fielded

his wife, Soubhagini Mohanty. Simi-

larly, the  sitting MPS of Palasudha

GP, Suryakanta Khuntia, also

fielded his wife, Minati Khuntia, to

contest the poll for the MPS post as

he could not do it this time with the

MPS post remaining reserved for

women in the GP. In Tendakuda GP,

sitting Sarapanch is Malaya Basini

Mohanty. But this time her husband,

Rabindranath Mohanty, is contest-

ing the election for the Sarpanch

post. Sita Sundari Mallick, the sit-

ting sarapanch of Kuturanga GP, too

has the same story. In her place, her

husband Narottam Mallick will con-

test for the post this time as he has

already filed the nomination papers.

Swagatika Jena (45) is contesting for

the first time for sarpanch post from

Kansar panchayat of Kendrapada

block. Her husband Pradyumna (50)

had been elected as Kansar sarpanch

twice in a row. But this time, he

chose to field his wife as the post is

reserved for women. Similarly,

Subhadra Rout (50), who filed her

nomination paper recently to con-

test from Chakoda GP for sarpanch

post. Her husband is the sitting

Sarpanch of the GP. The scene is

the same in Gulanagar panchayat

where Namita Swain (30) is in the

race for the sarpanch post in place

of her husband Pitabas Behera, a

former sarpanch, following the post

remained reserved this time for

women. Political observers say

these examples are just a tip of the

iceberg as there are scores of such

cases where the families enjoying

political power are trying hard to

retain the same. The reason behind

the trend is less of social service than

looting the public money since

panchayats are provided lots of

money under various schemes,

Ganesh Samal, a political observer

of the district, said.

Many sitting PRI members

who could not contest polls them-

selves or their family members

could not do so for some reason or

the other are fielding their proxies

this time, stated Abu Obeda, a local

political observer.
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People here are enjoying cam-

paigning by two women candidates

pitted against each other for

Sarpanch post who are married to

one man though one of them is

now estranged. The pitched battle

is underway at Dhumat Gram

panchayat under Kendrapada block.

If sources are to be believed,

Sasmita Mallick and her co-wife

(sautan) have filed nomination

papers for the post of Sarpanch

and have started campaigning

against each other. Though there

are other contestants too, but the

voters of the GP are enjoying the

poll verbal duel as part of their

campaigning for the coming

polls of the two women. Accord-

ing to sources, one Akshaya

Mallick, a resident of Dhumat

panchayat, had a love marriage

with Sasmita. Later, however, due

to family feud, Akshaya and

Sasmita had separated with each

other and now their divorce case

is sub-judice at a local court.

Meanwhile, Akshaya tied knots

with Kamala. With an aim to serve

the people of her Gram panchayat,

Sasmita, who is presently working

as an ASHA, filed nomination pa-

pers, she said. The post is reserved

for SC (Women) in Dhumat GP.

Kamala too jumped into the poll

process by filing nomination pa-

per, encouraged by her husband.

“Being an ASHA worker, I have

been serving the people of my area

for last 13 years; so getting their

support and encouragement I

have fielded by candidature,” told

Sasmita. Meanwhile, the duo has

been trying hard to collect the

support of the voters and at times

they are found engaged in mud-

slinging, which makes their cam-

paigning quite interesting. “An

interesting battle between the duo

‘Sautans’ is underway in our gram

panchayat for the sarapanch post.
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Bringing laurels to Odisha and the

nation, 18-year-old Shreya Lenka

from Jharsuguda is on the verge of

becoming the first Indian K-pop

artist as she is competing at that in-

ternational level to achieve the feat.

Shreya and Gabriela Dalcin of

Brazil are the two finalists of the

competition, whose winner will be-

come the fifth member of

‘Blackswan’, famous South Korean

K-pop girl group formed by music

label DR Music.

Both started their training in

South Korea in December 2021 and

were introduced on DR Music’s

Instagram profile. The training in-

cludes basic practice schedules along

with learning Korean language. The

audition began in June 2021 but

was later put on hold due to the

pandemic situation. Over 4,000 as-

pirants had applied for the audition.

Only 23 contestants, including

Shreya, qualified for the second

round. Shreya also emerged success-
ful in the second round to reserve a

seat in the Top 4. The final round is

currently being held in South Korea.
Daughter of Abinash and

Priya Lenka, Shreya is also a

trained classical dancer. She has
won several regional and national

dance competitions.
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The Coast Guard during a rou-

tine patrolling on Monday seized

four trawlers and detained 32 crews

in this connection near the Devi

river mouth under Astaranga block

in Puri district. The vessels were

seized on the charges of illegally

entering the restricted zone. Dur-

ing interrogation, it was ascertained

that while three trawlers were from

the Paradip area, one belonged to

Baleswar district. The detained

crews were being quizzed why they

had trespassed into the restricted

zone. Sources said that during pa-

trolling by Coast Guard and For-

est Department officials, a total of

20 trawlers were fishing in the sea.

But four of them had entered into

the restricted zone, following

which forest officials were in-

formed and the vessels seized. Fur-

ther investigations were on.
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Agroup of poor and landless vil-

lagers have alleged that they were

deceived by a local fraudster who

had taken money from them as-

suring them to provide pattas, pos-

ing as a tehsil staff. They alleged

that Sanjay Das, a resident of

Kherang village under Basta police

station, duped them of lakhs of ru-

pees in the pretext of giving land

patta of Bhoodan kisam in Anderi ,

Saratha, Belda and Ragavpur vil-

lages. According to the complain-

ants, they were landless and resid-

ing on the Anabadi lands for gen-

erations.  Das stated that he worked

in Sadar tehsil office and would pro-

vide them with Bhoodan land

pattas. He took money from them

ranging from Rs 18,000 to Rs

22,000 per family about two years

ago. Recently, he had provided them

with the land records. However,

when they went to the tehisil office

to fetch caste certificates for the

education of their wards, they

found that the documents were

forged. After learning that they

were issued with counterfeit land

certificates, when they ap-

proached Das, the latter avoided

them. The aggrieved villagers also

alleged that although they had

lodged an FIR against Das in

Baleswar police station about two

weeks ago, yet no action was ini-

tiated against the accused.
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The General Insurance Employ-

ees All India Joint Forum observed

one-day strike on Saturday pressing

for their 5-point charter of

demands.All four General Insurance

Companies operating in Odisha and

all over India were closed. The em-

ployees were picketing in front of

their respective offices. In

Bhubaneswar, GOIAIA Oriental Unit

national president Shyam Sundar

Mohapatra, president OICOA Odisha

Unit SK Majhi, GOIAIA Odisha Unit

president G Khan, Hemant Mishra,

Anil Biswal, Ramesh Chandra Nayak,

Kabi Chandra Das and others led

the stir. The demands included

immediate wage revision settle-

ment , 30% family pension of last

basic at par with bank employees

and pension to all those who have

joined after 1.04.2010 under Pen-

sion Scheme 1995.
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In major boost to the road
and highway infrastructure,

the country saw road building
work of 37 km per day in last
fiscal when the nation was still
recovering from the losses
incurred due to Covid pan-
demic. 

Terming infrastructure as
the backbone for any economy,
the Economic Survey tabled in
the Parliament on Monday
said there has been a consis-
tent increase in the construc-
tion of National
Highways/roads since 2013-
14, with 13,327 kms con-
structed in 2020-21 as com-
pared to 10,237 kms in 2019-
20 which comes to per 28 km
per day. 

“Infrastructure is the back
bone for any economy. There
has been a consistent increase
in the construction of National
Highways/roads since 2013-14
with 13,327 kms of roads con-
structed in 2020-21 as com-
pared to 10,237 kms in 2019-
20, indicating an increase of
30.2 per cent over the previous
year," the economic survey

said. 
According to the Survey,

the significant upturn in road
construction in 2020-21 was
due to the increase in public
expenditure by 29.5 per cent as
compared to the previous year
-- a reflection of the impetus
given by the government to a
critical sector that generates
employment and supports
infrastructure during a pan-
demic year.

The Survey further said
the extent and quality of infra-
structure determines the abil-
ity of a country to utilise its
comparative advantage and
enables cost competitiveness. 

It said in 2021-22 (till
September), 3,824 kms of road
network was constructed. 

It also noted that road
infrastructure is widely recog-
nised as a potent means of
socio-economic integration
and is vital for the economic
development of the 
country.

The pre-Budget Economic
Survey said the road network
of the country consists of
National Highways (NH), state
highways (SH), district, rural
and urban roads as well as pro-
ject roads, comprising over
63.71 lakh kms as on March
31,2019, which is the second-
largest network in the world
after the United States with
66.45 lakh kms of roads.

Several initiatives such as
the National Infrastructure
Pipeline (NIP) and National
Monetisation Plan (NMP),
among others, have been taken
to propel the infrastructure
investment, it added.
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The COVID-19 pandemic
has had a significant impact

on the Indian education system
and there has been a decline in
the enrolment of rural children
in the age group of 6-14 years
in schools, according to the
Economic Survey 2021-22.

It also said that the shift
towards online education dur-
ing the  pandemic led to the
increased digital divide
between the haves and have-
nots.

Due to the limitation of
non-availability of official data,
the  survey was based on alter-
nate sources of smaller studies
by the government and citizen-
led non-government agencies
like the Annual Status of
Education Report 
(ASER).

"...ASER (Rural) report also
found that during the pan-
demic, children (age 6-14
years) ‘not currently enrolled in
schools' increased from 2.5
per cent in 2018 to 4.6 per cent
in 2021," said the survey tabled
in Parliament on Monday by
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman.

While the enrolment
decline was relatively large
among the younger age group
(7-10 years), the drop in enrol-
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Reaching out to serving sol-
diers and veterans, the gov-

ernment will now provide pre-
scribed medicines at their
doorsteps all over the country.
It comes at a great boon to the
families of the serving and
retired in times of restrictions
due to corona pandemic.

Announcing this major
initiative here on Monday,
defence ministry officials said
Services e-Health Assistance
and Teleconsultation (SeHAT)
is the tri-services teleconsulta-
tion service of the ministry
designed for all entitled per-
sonnel and their 
families.

As part of the govern-
ment’s commitment to Digital
India and e-Governance,
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh launched SeHAT on
May 27,  2021. It is an exam-
ple of innovation, especially at
a time when the nation is
fighting the COVID-19.

SeHAT stay home OPD is
a patient-to-doctor system
where the patient can consult
a doctor remotely through the

internet using his Smartphone,
laptop, Desktop or Tablet.

Consultation occurs
through video, audio and chat
at the same time. It aims to pro-
vide quality healthcare ser-
vices to patients from the com-
fort of their homes. Safe and
structured video-based clinical
consultations between a doctor
in a hospital, and a patient
within the confines of his or her
home anywhere in the country,
have been 
enabled.

It is designed to be
extremely simple and easy to
use, which requires minimal
effort from the users. The user
does not need to pay anything
to seek tele consultation and
can simply access the services
by visiting
https://sehatopd.gov.in, or by
using the SeHAT apps available
on the Play store and App
Stores.

Since its launch, there have
been more than 10,000 suc-
cessful teleconsultations on
SeHAT, with a strong team of
2,000 plus doctors onboard.
The feedback from the envi-
ronment has been extremely
heart-warming.
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The CBI on Monday arrest-
ed the Director (an IAS

Officer) of Punjab Roadways,
Chandigarh for demanding
and accepting a bribe of Rs two
lakh from the complainant.

A case was registered
against Paramjit Singh of
Punjab Roadways, Chandigarh
on a complaint. It was alleged
that the complainant was due
for promotion to the rank of
General Manager, for which
departmental promotion com-
mittee (DPC) was constituted
in January, 2022. The accused
officer was of the said DPC, the
agency said in a statement.

“It was further alleged that
the accused officer demanded
a bribe of Rs five lakh from the
complainant for recommend-
ing his name to Principal

Secretary, Transport,
Government of Punjab, for
promotion to the rank of
General Manager,” the CBI
said. It was also alleged that the
bribe was negotiated and the
accused agreed to accept Rs
two lakh from the complainant.
The accused officer allegedly
threatened the complainant to
bear the consequences in case
the said bribe amount was not
paid to him, it further said.

The CBI laid a trap and
caught the said Director while
demanding and accepting the
bribe amount of Rs two lakh. 

The searches conducted
against the accused in
Chandigarh and Mohali led to
recovery of cash of Rs 30 lakh.

The accused will be pro-
duced before the Competent
Court at Chandigarh on
Tuesday.
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As many as 23,500 First
Information Reports (FIR)

have been filed in the five poll
bound states. And of the 25,
365 complaints received on
the poll body’s c-VIGIL app,
22,257 were found to be correct
so far.  Of them, over 17,000
cases were filed for violation of
excise act while more than
650 cases were lodged for vio-
lation of the model code of
conduct and over 260 cases
were for violation of COVID
protocols or guidelines.

As per the Election
Commission’s data, 2910 peo-
ple have been put on notice
under the Code of Criminal
Procedure (CRPC) in Uttar
Pradesh. As many as 25365
complaints were registered on
c-VIGIL till January 31 and
22257 were found to be correct
which is 88 per cent. “Between
January 9 and 30 more than
23,500 FIRs have been filed
across these five states under
various sections of Indian Penal
Code. Of them, close to 17000
FIRs were filed in cases of vio-
lations under the Excise Act
and NDPS act which accounts
for almost 70 per cent of the
total cases filed,” sources said.

“A little over than 4600

complaints pertain to various
sections of IPC and Arms Act,”
sources added. In a latest, the
Election Commission has
issued a notice to the
Bulandshahr Sadar BJP candi-
date for alleged violation of
COVID health guidelines after
a video showed him dancing
with a large number of his sup-
porters.

The citizens have been
empowered through techno-
logical tools like c-VIGIL app
to report any cases of violation
of MCC or attempts to bribe or
intimidate voters The election
machinery of the five states
have been taking various strin-
gent actions, wherever
required, to ensure that level
playing field is maintained.

According to details pro-
vided by the Chief Electoral
Officer of Uttar Pradesh, the
poll authorities have seized over
8.48 lakh litres of liquor worth
Rs 21.65 crore and 7559 kg
drugs including ganja and hero-
ine worth Rs 26.59 crore so far.
The authorities have also recov-
ered  Rs 24.28 crore since the
imposition of the MCC. A total
576 FIRs were registered in the
state for the violation of MCC.
As many as 8.03 lakh arms
seized and 566 cases have been
registered under the Arms Act.
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The CBI has sought sanction
from the Uttar Pradesh

government to investigate the
role of three senior bureaucrats
in connection with alleged
irregularities in the investment
of over Rs 4,300 crore of prov-
ident fund of Uttar Pradesh
Power Corporation Limited
(UPPCL) employees in scam-
tainted DHFL and other hous-
ing finance companies.

The agency has sought the
permission of the State gov-
ernment under Section 17 (A)
of the amended Prevention of
Corruption Act which pro-
vides for seeking prior sanction
from the competent govern-
ment before initiating any
investigation against a govern-
ment officer, official sources
said.

The three IAS officers in
the dock are Sanjay Agarwal,

Aparna U and Alok
Kumar.While Agarwal and
Kumar are both 1984-batch
IAS officer from the Uttar
Pradesh cadre and the duo had
held the post of UPPCL
Chairman, Aparna U, a 2001-
batch IAS, was the Managing
Director of the power utility,
they said.

Presently, Agarwal is hold-
ing charge of Secretary,
Agriculture and Kumar is
Secretary, Power at the Centre.
Aparna U is posted as Principal
Secretary in the State.

During the investigation of
UPPCL PF scam, the CBI has
found that over Rs 4, 323 crore
of savings of UPPCL employ-
ees under provident fund were
allegedly invested in DHFL
and other housing finance
companies, the sources said.

The CBI probe has also
revealed that out of the total
investment, Rs 3,245 crore was

allegedly invested in DHFL
and other such companies.

According to allegations
in the case taken over by the
CBI from the State police, it
was alleged that a total of Rs
4,122.70 crore was invested in
DHFL, out of which Rs
2,267.90 crore are still out-
standing.

The CBI took over the
investigation into the scam on
March 5 last year after taking
over the FIR registered by the
Hazratganj police station in
Lucknow.

The UPPCL officials
allegedly also conspired to get
the provident funds deposited
in schemes of DHFL circum-
venting the rules which did not
encourage such investments,
they said.

Pravin Kumar Gupta, for-
mer Secretary of the UP State
Power Sector Employees' Trust
and Sudhanshu Dwivedi, for-

mer Director, Finance, of
UPPCL have been named as
accused for criminal breach of
trust, cheating and 
forgery.

Provident funds of the
UPPCL employees were being
invested in fixed deposits of
public sector banks till October
2016. On a proposal of Gupta
and former UPPCL managing
director AP Mishra, the invest-
ment of funds started in PNB
housing in December 2016
and subsequently to DHFL
and other such housing finance
companies.

The Dewan Housing
Finance Corporation (DHFL)
is facing multiple probes by dif-
ferent investing agencies after
a report suggested that the
company, through layers of
shell companies, allegedly
siphoned off Rs 31,000 crore
out of the total bank loan of Rs
97,000 crore.
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Maintaining that despite
the COVID-19 pandem-

ic, which has impacted almost
all sectors in the last two year,
agriculture was the least hit, the
Economic Survey 2021-22 pro-
jected that the agriculture sec-
tor will grow by 3.9 percent in
21-22 after growing 3.6 per cent
in the last year.

The Economic Survey
report tabled in the Parliament
on Monday said that the aver-
age monthly income per agri-
cultural household in the coun-
try stood at Rs 10,218 in 2019
as against Rs 6,426 in 2014
while suggesting to to give
priority to crop diversifica-
tion, horticulture, allied farm
sectors, alternative fertilisers
like Nano urea and “higher
access to institutional credit to
farmers and greater participa-
tion of the private corporate
sector”.

The Economic Survey also
pitched for increasing agricul-
ture research and development
(R&D) and organic farming,
besides use of new technologies
like drones. “The share of the
agriculture and allied sector in
total Gross Value Added (GVA)

of the economy has settled at
around 18 per cent in the long
term states the Survey. In the
year 2021-22 it is 18.8 per cent
and in the year 2020-21 it was
20.2 per cent. This has become
possible due to good monsoon
and various government mea-
sures to enhance credit avail-
ability, improve investments,
create market facilities, pro-
mote infrastructure develop-
ment in the agriculture sector
and increase provision of qual-
ity inputs to the sector, Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said presenting the
survey.

According to the Situation
Assessment Survey (SAS)
report 2021, the average
monthly income per agricul-
tural household, as per paid out
expenses approach, works out
to be Rs 10,218, compared to
Rs 6,426 as per the last SAS
Report of 2014.

With increasing fragmen-
tation of holdings, the Survey
said there is also a need to
improve productivity of small
and marginal farmers through
development and implemen-
tation of small holding farm
technologies. However, crop
diversification can be used as a

tool to promote sustainable
agriculture, reduction in
import dependence and high-
er incomes for the farmers.

While the government has
adopted the use of minimum
support price (MSP) as a sig-
nal to encourage crop diversi-
fication, there is also a need for
coordinated action from the
state governments to facilitate
the shift to high value and less
water consuming crops to
enable realisation of the objec-
tive of doubling farmers'
income in a sustainable way, it
added.

The agriculture credit flow
for the year 2020-21 was Rs
15,75,398 crore against the tar-
get of Rs 15,00,000 crore for the
year. The agriculture credit
flow target for 2021-22 has
been fixed at Rs  16,50,000
crore and till 30th September,
2021 against this target a sum
of Rs 7,36,589.05 crore has
been disbursed.

The report said that the
government's fertiliser subsidy
touched Rs 85,300 crore in the
first nine months of the ongo-
ing fiscal year and domestic fer-
tiliser production reached 28.5
million tonnes during April-
December period of 2021-22.
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As the economy has been
relatively unscathed from

the third wave of the virus and
is projected to grow over 8.85
per cent for next fiscal, the
Economic Survey 2021-22 has
flagged imported inflation as a
risk owing to high global ener-
gy prices. The Survey has also
suggested the government to
develop strategies to incen-
tivise tomato and onion pro-
duction during the lean season
to check price rise. According
to the survey, India’s Consumer
Price Index inflation stood at
5.6 percent  in December 2021,

which is within the targeted tol-
erance band. Wholesale price
inflation (WPI), however, has
been running in double-digits.

“The inflation in ‘fuel and
power’ group of WPI was
above 20 percent reflecting
higher international petroleum
prices. Although the high WPI
inflation is partly due to base
effects that will even out, India
does need to be wary of
imported inflation, especially
from elevated global energy
prices,” the survey flagged.

Whereas factors such as
surge in energy, food, non-food
commodities, and input prices,
supply constraints, disruption

of global supply chains across
the globe stoked global inflation
during the year, on the domes-
tic front, the average headline
CPI inflation in India moder-
ated to 5.2 per cent during
April-December 2021-22.  The
domestic inflation has been
down from 6.6 per cent as
against the corresponding peri-
od a year ago. "Proactive mea-
sures were taken to contain the
price rise in pulses and edible
oils that reported high inflation
reflecting the impact of import-
ed inflation in these com-
modities. Notably, the edible oil
prices peaked to over Rs 180-
Rs 200 per litre during the year.
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ment for younger boys was
higher than girls, it said, adding
that "the drop in enrolment
happened in 2020, although it
has remained stable in 
2021".

The ASER report also
found that during the pan-
demic, children in rural areas
have moved out of private to
government schools in all age
groups. This was because of the
shutdown of low-cost private
schools, financial distress of
parents, free facilities in gov-
ernment schools, and families
migrating back to the village.

Disproportionately high
fees in private schools could
also be stimulating this shift, it
added.

“If the trend holds, public
schools need to be equipped
with additional support, in
terms of teacher-pupil ratio,
classroom space and teach-
ing-learning materials to
absorb students migrating from
private schools and from urban
to rural areas," it said.

Moreover, with schools
and educational institutions

shifting towards online learn-
ing during the pandemic, the
existing digital divide in the
country "exacerbated" the equi-
ty in access to education, it
added.

Children from poorer sec-
tions faced issues such as non-
availability of smartphones,
non-availability of a phone for
children to use and network or
connectivity issues.

Access to education, school
dropouts and learning gaps,
especially for children from
marginalised communities,
have always remained major
challenges in education.

“Although the availability
of smartphones has increased
from 36.5 per cent in 2018 to
67.6 per cent in 2021, students
in lower grade found it difficult
to do online activities com-
pared to higher-grade students.
Non-availability of smart-
phones, non-availability of a
phone for the child to use, and
network or connectivity issues
were the challenges faced by
children," it said.

“The pandemic has had a
significant impact on the edu-
cation system affecting lakhs of
schools and colleges across
India," the survey 
noted.

The survey said data from
the Ministry of Education is
only available up to 2019-20,
hence the impact of the pan-
demic on enrolment and
dropout rates during pandem-
ic years 2020 and 2021 could
not be assessed through com-
prehensive official data while
acknowledging the data limi-
tations.

The government has taken
steps to minimise the adverse
impact of the pandemic on the
education system to address the
concerns raised through private
studies undertaken during the
pandemic period.
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Accepting that frequent elec-
tions affect Parliament ses-

sions and debates, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Monday urged all MPs to make
the "very important Budget
session"  fruitful and success-
ful. Addressing the media
ahead of the start of the Budget
Session, Modi said that in
today's global situation, there
are a lot of opportunities for
India and asserted that a con-
fidence is being instilled in the
world for India for its economic
progress, vaccination pro-
gramme and Made in India
vaccines.

The Prime Minister asked
the MPs to make the  impor-
tant session a success.

"It’s true that polls affect
sessions and debates. But I

request all MPs that elections
will go on but Budget Session
draws a blueprint for an entire
year and therefore, it is very
important. The more fruitful
we make this session, the bet-
ter opportunity there would be
in the coming year to take the
country to new economic
heights," the Prime Minister
said.

Modi also called for dis-
cussions with an open-mind to
help take the country on the
path to development swiftly.

The session comes ahead of
assembly polls in five states --
Uttar Pradesh, Punjab,
Manipur, Uttarakhand, Goa
with most of the key leaders of
the political parties engaged in
hectic campaigning which
would continue through the
first part of the Budget  Session
and thereafter.
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The Supreme Court on
Monday directed Punjab

Police to not arrest SAD leader
Bikram Singh Majithia till
February 23 in a drugs case so
he can undertake electioneer-
ing in the state. A bench com-
prising Chief Justices N V
Ramana and Justices A S
Bopanna and Hima Kohli,
however, directed Majithia to
surrender before a trial court
after the Punjab assembly polls
scheduled on February 20. 

The apex court also direct-
ed the trial court to hear and
expeditiously decide Majithia's
regular bail plea after his sur-
render in the case.  The pre-
arrest bail plea of Majithia, who
was booked under the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act on
December 20 last year, was dis-
missed by the Punjab and
Haryana High Court on
January 24. An appeal has
been filed in the apex court.
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With the Budget Session
beginning, the Centre

on Monday conveyed to Rajya
Sabha Chairman M Venkaiah
Naidu that there will be no
Government’s legislative busi-
ness during the first part of
Budget session which will
break on February 11.

In a meeting of floor lead-
ers conducted on a virtual
mode, Naidu explained the
importance of the session
amidst the pandemic and thus
time available for proceedings
will be very limited.

Naidu appealed to all sec-
tions for cooperation for a
productive Budget session and
several leaders stressed on the
need for disruption free ses-
sion. 15 leaders of different par-
ties spoke in the meeting after

Naidu’s opening remarks.  
When Naidu sought to

know the Government’s leg-
islative agenda for the session,
Leader of the House in Rajya
Sabha Piyush Goyal stated that
in the given time frame, there
would be no legislative pro-
posals during the first part of
this session.

Many of the leaders echoed
the same sense of priorities for
the first part of this Budget ses-
sion and called for a disruption
free Budget session. 

BJD Leader Prasanna
Acharya urged all parties and
members of respective parties
not to disrupt Zero Hour and
Question Hour since Chairman
Naidu has been endeavouring
to give opportunities to as
many Members as possible
there by enabling wider par-
ticipation of Members of Rajya
Sabha. Disruptions deny a large

number of Members such
opportunities of participation,
he said.

Chairman Naidu noted
that with only 23 hours avail-
able for taking up other items
of business, it looks that there
is little scope of taking up
other items of business during
the first part of Budget session
and appealed to all leaders to
keep this time horizon in mind
while deciding on the agenda
for the House.

Stating that Rajya Sabha
loses an hour per each sitting
due to staggered sitting of both
Houses,  Naidu said: “ The
Budget session provides guid-
ance to help the national econ-
omy recover from the impact of
covid pandemic over the last
two years which continues
with the third wave. I earnest-
ly appeal to all the leaders  to
enable a productive Budget

session by urging members of
respective parties so as to make
meaningful contributions for
economic recovery and all
round development at this
hour of challenge”.

Chairman Naidu informed
that meeting of the Business
Advisory Committee of Rajya
Sabha will be held on Tuesday
to allocate time for discussion
on Motion of Thanks to
President and Union 
Budget.

Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Prahlad Joshi and
Leader of Opposition in the
upper house Mallikarjun
Kharge could not attend the
meeting done virtually but the
government was represented by
Piyush Goyal.
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The Supreme Court on
Monday expressed dis-

pleasure that the Centre has not
yet filed its counter affidavit on
a plea, which has challenged
the validity of section 2(f) of
the National Commission for
Minority Education Institution
Act 2004, and granted “one fur-
ther opportunity” to the
Government to file it subject to
cost of Rs 7,500. 

The plea, in the alternative,
has sought direction to the
Centre to lay down guidelines
for identification of minority at
the state level saying the
Hindus are in minority in 10
states and are not able to avail
the benefits of schemes meant
for minorities. 

The apex court, which had
on January 7 granted "last

opportunity" to the Centre to
file counter affidavit within
four weeks, said the govern-
ment will have to “take a stand”
on the issue.     A bench of
Justices S K Kaul and M M
Sundresh was informed that
the Centre has circulated a let-
ter requesting an adjournment
in the matter. Senior advocate
Vikas Singh, appearing for
petitioner Ashwini Kumar
Upadhyay, said they have an
objection to the letter circulat-
ed by the Centre only for the
limited purpose as the govern-
ment's stand in the matter
would be important and they
should at least expedite it. 

“You have circulated a let-
ter but you are circulating let-
ters only. Everything else is
happening. You have to take a
stand,” the bench told
Additional Solicitor General
(ASG) K M Nataraj, who was

appearing for the Centre. The
ASG, who referred to COVID-
19 situation, said the govern-
ment would take a stand.
“Don't make excuse which we
find very difficult to accept,” the
bench said, adding that notice
was issued on the plea on
August 28, 2020. The bench
said it is “not fair” that counter
affidavit has not been filed by
the Centre yet in the 
matter. 

“We grant one further
opportunity of four weeks to
file the counter affidavit subject
to deposit of cost of Rs 7,500 to
SCBA (Supreme Court Bar
Association) Advocates'
Welfare Fund, as requested by
the senior counsel for the peti-
tioner,” the bench said. The
bench, which posted the mat-
ter for hearing on March 28,
said rejoinder, if any, be filed
within two weeks thereafter.
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Chennai: The Tamil Nadu BJP
on Monday announced it
would contest on its own the
urban civic polls slated to be
held on February 19 and assert-
ed that its alliance with the
AIADMK remained intact. The
Saffron party was prompted to
take the decision after the
Dravidian ally did not come
forward to meet its aspirations. 

State BJP president K
Annamalai said the AIADMK
leadership came forward to
allot 10 per cent of seats for the
urban civic polls, and natural-
ly his party had wanted more
and a list of seats desired was
also given to them. 

The AIADMK, given its
compulsions, could not accom-
modate the BJP as regards the
number of seats it desired to
contest and this scenario and
the aspirations of cadres to con-
test in more segments was
conveyed to the national lead-
ership and a decision was taken

to face urban civic polls alone,
he said.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at party headquarters,
'Kamalalayam', here,
Annamalai said in order to
strengthen the party at grass-
roots level and to reach out to
the people on a slew of Centre's
welfare schemes including the
Smart Cities Mission, local
polls are an opportunity. 

Also, the party wanted to
fulfill the aspirations of its
cadres by giving them tickets to
contest local polls, he said.  

"We have, hence, decided
to contest the 2022 urban civic
polls on our own. We are going
to field candidates everywhere
across Tamil Nadu," Annamalai
said amid applause from party
office-bearers.

It is the decision of the
party leadership to listen to the
voice of the grassroots level
worker and hence the decision,
he said, adding the move to
contest alone would help
party's growth.  Firming up seat
sharing with the AIADMK for
local body polls is a difficult
task considering several prac-
tical difficulties at the local
level, he said.

Expressing confidence that
the BJP would emerge victori-

ous in a large number of seats,
Annamalai said that his party's
alliance with the AIADMK, the
principal opposition party in
Tamil Nadu, continued to be
intact. The alliance with
AIADMK would continue for
the 2024 Lok Sabha polls as
well, he said.

Asked if the BJP legislator
Nainar Nagendran's recent
'AIADMK does not have spine'
jibe had a bearing on the
Dravidian party's stand on
seats, Annamalai apologetical-
ly said that sometimes the
remarks of leaders turn out to
be 'contradictory.' 

However, regret for
Nagendran's remark was
immediately conveyed by the
MLA and others to the
AIADMK leadership and both
the parties did not magnify the
issue, he said. "Everyone has
forgotten that."  

Nagendran had days ago
said that he could not see a
'courageous AIADMK' in the
Assembly that could speak
with spine and manliness.
Whether or not the AIADMK
is part of the alliance is imma-
terial, he had said.  

Annamalai said the ques-
tion before the BJP is only about
moving on to the next level for

party's growth by contesting in
more number of seats, beyond
the 10 per cent threshold
offered by the AIADMK.  

"We have no regrets as
regards the AIADMK leader-
ship," he said and praised
AIADMK top leaders O
Panneerselvam and K
Palaniswami for leading their
party through their excellent
leadership qualities despite
challenges.

The BJP leader said: "The
cadres of both the parties work
together. We are duty bound to
convey our thankfulness to
them (AIADMK leadership
and workers)". 

"Our common enemy is
the DMK and particularly the
DMK regime," he said when
asked if the AIADMK had
deliberately taken a tough stand
on seat allocation to ease the
BJP out of the alliance it lead.
The BJP would bat for good
governance in local bodies and
seek a chance to serve the
people through its nominees
with a clean track record.     

The BJP's primary task is to
go door to door and explain to
the people the 'false' assurances
made by the DMK ahead of the
Assembly election last year. 

Targeting DMK president

and Chief Minister M K Stalin
for accusing his party of com-
munal politics, Annamalai
asked the CM to pose a ques-
tion to himself on his allegation. 

The Madurai Bench of the
Madras High Court has now
ordered a CBI probe into the
death of 17-year old girl,
Lavanya. Whether this move of
the court, after considering
arguments of all sides, is to
secure justice or not is some-
thing Stalin has to answer, the
BJP leader said. Allegedly,
Lavanya, a student of a school
in Thanjavur district and a hos-
tel inmate was coerced by some
to convert to Christianity. 

She died by suicide days
ago. However, the school man-
agement had rejected the alle-
gation. The TN BJP chief said
the DMK decides the 'kind of
politics', it should take forward
and his party is geared up to
take on the ruling party and
give it back. T

He BJP, as part of the
AIADMK alliance, had con-
tested 9.1 per cent seats in rural
civic polls held last year. Out of
the 9 districts that went for
polls, an agreement could be
reached for 8 districts and the
BJP contested polls alone in
Kallakurichi district. PTI

Mumbai: A court here on
Monday remanded Neeraj
Bishnoi, the prime accused in
the Bulli Bai app case wherein
photos of some Muslim women
were posted online for 'auction',
to judicial custody for two
weeks.

Bishnoi, the alleged creator
of the mobile application, was
arrested earlier this month by
the Delhi Police in a similar
case. Mumbai Police later took
his custody for investigating the
Bulli Bai app case. 

A Metropolitan
Magistrate's court in Mumbai
on Monday remanded Bishnoi
to judicial custody. 

With this, all the six per-
sons, being interrogated by the
Cyber Cell of the Mumbai
Police in connection with the
hate app case, are in judicial
custody.

Police had earlier arrested
Vishal Jha, Mayank Rawat,
Shweta Singh, Neeraj Singh
and Omkareshwar Thakur. PTI
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Declaring further relaxation
is pandemic norms, Bengal

Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
on Monday announced the
reopening of schools and col-
leges from February 3.

Schools --- from class  8 to
12 --- and Colleges in the State
would open form February 3
the Chief Minister told in a press
conference adding decisions to
order some more relaxations
had also been taken invarious
sectors including  aviation.

The Government had yet
not decided on the opening of
the primary classes, she said
adding classes 5-7 would be
taught under a Government
scheme Paray Shikkhalaya
whereby assemblies of students
would get their lessons in
neighbourhood clusters.

“We cannot close schools
indefinitely… as corona cases
have decreased we have decid-
ed to open schools, colleges and
universities on the basis of
discussions with the education

department. Schools and col-
leges will be opened from
February 3. Because Saraswati
Puja is on February 5 students
will be able to take part in it in
their schools and other educa-
tional institutions…” the Chief
Minister said.

The Government and pri-
vate offices, bars, restaurants
and cinema halls can hence for-
ward work with 75 per cent
attendance, she said adding the

State was witnessing a reduction
in daily corona cases. Airservice
between Kolkata and all other
cities --- except Bangalore ---
would resume she said.

As per the State health
department's most recent
Covid-19  bulletin,West Bengal
has 31,562 active cases of infec-
tion. The recovery rate for novel
corona virus patients in the State
stands at 97.38 per cent,while
the fatality rate is 1.03 per cent.
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Kochi: The Kerala High Court
has directed the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) to take
a decision within three months
on the representation by a
woman seeking release of her
son from a UAE prison where
he is serving a 10-year jail term,
since 2015, for allegedly spying
for the Indian Government.

Justice P V Kunhikrishnan
directed the ministry to con-
sider the woman's representa-
tion made in June 11 last year,
"as expeditiously as possible, at
any rate within a period of three
months from the date of receipt
of a copy of the judgment".

The court in its order also
directed the MEA to give an
online hearing to her before
taking a final decision and
with these directions disposed
of the woman's plea seeking
legal aid for him in UAE and to
bring him back to India.

The woman's son, Shihani
Meera Sahib Jamal
Mohammed, was awarded a
10-year jail term in August
2015 and the sentence was

upheld by the Abu Dhabi
Federal Court of Appeal, the
central government had
informed the court in
December last year.

It had also told the court
that the mother, Shahubanath
Beevi, may have to wait till
2025 to see her son as he
would be released in September
2025 and then deported back to
India.

Giving details of the steps
taken by it, the Centre had told
the high court that the Indian
Embassy in UAE had request-
ed the local authorities to con-
sider the case sympathetically
and pardon the sentence of
Mohammed, but they declined
to grant any such relief as it is
a case related to the West
Asian country's national secu-
rity.

As there was nothing more
the Embassy could do, it had
updated the same on the
MADAD portal and recom-
mended that it be closed, the
Centre had said.

The central government

had also told the court that the
emails sent to the Embassy for
filing a mercy petition on
behalf of Mohammed have
been forwarded to the local
authorities concerned for their
sympathetic consideration.

The submissions by the
Centre were made in a state-
ment filed in the court in
response to Shahubanath
Beevi's plea, filed through
advocate Jose Abraham, seek-
ing legal support for her son.

The woman had claimed
that her son has been subject-
ed to "severe torture and
harassment" and he did not get
any kind of support from the
Indian Embassy there or the
central government.

The woman, in her plea,
had also claimed that according
to the judgements passed by the
UAE courts in the matter, her
son was "acting for the Indian
Embassy officials in UAE".

The woman had alleged
that her son was not even pro-
vided proper legal aid to defend
himself in the courts there. PTI
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Thousands of SSC and HSC
students took to streets

Mumbai, Thane, Beed,
Aurangabad, Nashik, Nagpur,
Osmanabad and other districts
on Monday to oppose the pro-
posed offline board examina-
tions and demand that the exam-
inations be held online.

The police resorted to lathi-
charge to disperse the students
protesting in front of
Maharashtra Education Minister
Varsha Gaikwad’s residence at
Dharavi in north-central
Mumbai.

Talking to media persons
after the students' demonstration,
the minister said: “Some students
are rooting for holding SSC and
HSC examinations online. But
some others want the examina-
tions to be held offline. As many
as 30 lakh students normally
appear for the SSC and HSC
examinations. The examinations
are held on a single day. There are
students in villages as well as
Adivasi areas. Owing to the
Covid-19, the situation has
changed vastly in the state dur-
ing the last two years. As a result,
there is considerable tension
among the students about the
examination. Hence, we are
looking at ways to reduce the
time for students to reach the
examination centres”.

Gaikwad said that the state
government was exploring the
possibility of holding an exam-
ination at the same schools
where the students studied. “We
do not want to take any risk as
far as students are concerned. We

are looking at the issue from all
angles before taking a decision in
the matter. We are also consult-
ing experts in the matter. But, we
would like to hold the 10th and
12th examinations as early as
possible so that the admission
process for their later studies do
not get delayed,” she added.

Meanwhile, the Mumbai
police top brass ordered an
inquiry into the demonstration
by the students in front of the
minister’s Dharavi residence.
“The demonstration was held in
violation of Covid-19 protocols,
especially physical distancing
and other restrictions. Because,
there were lots of students at the
demonstration, “Deputy
Commissioner of Police Pranay
Ashok said.

Meanwhile, condemning the
agitation, State Congress
President Nana Patole and
Minister of State for School
Education Omprakash
Babasaheb alias Bachchu Kadu
charged that some political party
was behind the agitation.

“Which political party is
instigating such agitations in
the pandemic times? Even dur-
ing the pandemic last year, they
had provoked youngsters to take
to the streets like this in huge
numbers and many of them were
later infected by Covid-19”
Patole said, indirectly hinting
that the BJP was behind the stu-
dents’ agitation.

State Congress chief
spokesperson Atul Londhe
accused the Opposition BJP of
inciting the student community
as it had done during the ‘open
temple’ agitations last year.
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Mangaluru: The government
girl's PU college in Udupi has cat-
egorically informed that stu-
dents wearing ‘hijab' (Islamic
headscarf) will not be allowed
inside classrooms.

The decision of the author-
ities was announced on Monday
by Udupi MLA and college
development authority presi-
dent K Raghupati Bhat, after a
meeting with four of the five stu-

dents who have been protesting
against the decision of the college
authorities by boycotting class-
es. Bhat said it is not possible to
allow students to wear hijab
inside classrooms where only
uniforms are allowed. The par-
ents of the girls have also been
informed of the decision. They
said they will take a decision after
speaking to the male members
of their families.

He said from Tuesday, stu-
dents will not be permitted to
create any chaos or confusion on
the college campus.
Representatives of organisations
and media persons also will not
be allowed inside the campus.

The steps have been taken as
the college was receiving com-
plaints from parents of other stu-
dents at a time examinations are
nearing, Bhat said.
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Jammu: The National Cadet
Corps (NCC) can play a major
role in reversing the drug men-
ace in Jammu and Kashmir,
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha said on Monday. 

Interacting with the contin-
gents of NCC cadets from
Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh that participated at the
Republic Day Parade in New
Delhi, Sinha lauded them for
their services, particularly espe-
cially during the trying times of
COVID-19.  “NCC cadets are
icons of discipline and leadership
with unwavering commitment in
nation-building,” Sinha said.

As the largest uniformed
youth organisation in the world,
Sinha said, the NCC can create
a culture of fighting substance
abuse. “NCC cadets can also play
a major role in reversing the drug
menace in Jammu and Kashmir
through cadet peer-led inter-
vention,” the lieutenant governor
said.  

“Our efforts will not only
motivate the youth from the vil-
lages to join the armed forces but
will also inculcate the values of
fraternity, discipline, national
unity and selfless services among
them,” he said. PTI
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The Madras High Court’s
Madurai Bench on Tuesday

ordered a CBI probe into the
alleged suicide by a 17-year-old
girl student in a school run by
the Catholic Church. Justice G
R Swaminathan, who heard the
plea filed by the parents of the
girl concurred with their appre-
hension that the suicide was  the
fall out of the attempt by the
school authorities to convert the
victim to Christianity.
“Conversion attempt was
improbable,”  said the judge
while disposing of the petition
and ordering the transfer of the
investigation to the CBI in what
is being seen as a setback to the
DMK Government which vehe-
mently opposed the move.

“The school in question is
run by a Congregation. The
Holy Bible says “Therefore go
and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey every-
thing I have  commanded you.
(Matthew 28: 19-20). In Mark
16 : 14-18, Jesus says “Go into
all the world and preach the
gospel to every creature.
Whoever believes and is bap-
tized will be saved, but whoever
does not believe will be con-
demned”. This is called in
Christian theological terms as
the Great Commission,” said
Justice Swaminathan.

Referring to the Supreme
Court verdict in Rev.
Stainislaus Versus  State of
Madhya Pradesh and Ors.
(1977) 1SCC 677. the judge
said that the Constitution of

India while accepting the rights
to propage one's religion, does
not give any right to conver the
people. "If one reads the views
expressed by some of the
Christian members of the
Constituent Assembly, one
would note that some of them
had even batted for the right to
convert even minor children,"
said Swaminathan. .

The girl student, who was
a resident scholar at Sacred
Heart Higher Secondary
School, Michaelpatti, in
Thanjavur district and admin-
istered by the Immaculate
Heart of Mary Society, an influ-
ential Congregation under the
Roman Catholic Church,
reportedly consumed pesticide
on January 9, 2022. She told the
investigating officer of
Thanjavur Police that she was
being harassed by the school
authorities by forcing her to
clean the toilets and other jobs
which has no links to the aca-
demic curriculum.

On January 19, 2022 she
breathed her last while under-
going treatment at Thanjavur
Government Medical College.
Immediately after her death, a
video purportedly shot by an
outsider went viral in the social
media that carried an interview
with the girl. She had told the
interviewer that there was pres-
sure on her from school
authorities to convert to
Christianity and she resisted
their to get her converted. This
led to the school authorities
putting her to do washing
utensils and cleaning the toilets.

The Superintendent of
Police, Thanjavur, ruled out the
allegation about attempt to con-
vert the girl to Christianity.
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Mumbai: Amid a row over a
garden in the northern suburb
of Malad being named after
Mysur ruler Tipu Sultan,
Mumbai Mayor Kishori
Pednekar on Monday said the
signboard announcing this at
the site was placed by the local
MLA and that it had nothing to
do with the civic body.

The garden was named
after Tipu Sultan at a recent
function presided by Congress
minister and local MLA Aslam
Sheikh and it had led to the BJP
as well as some right-wing
Hindu outfits decrying the
move and organising protests at
the site.

Speaking to reporters on
Monday, Pednekar said, "No
garden had been officially
named after Tipu Sultan, and
the signboard announcing this
was installed by the local MLA,
with whom we are 
talking."

She also said only one-
fourth of the land on which the
garden was situated belonged
to the Brihanmumbai Mumbai
Municipal Corporation and
the rest belonged to the col-
lector.

The mayor also claimed
the controversy over the nam-
ing was being done by some
groups to destabilize the
metropolis.While Tipu Sultan
is often hailed in history for his
relentless fight against the
British, right-wing Hindu
groups have decried that he was
a bigot who treated his non-
Muslim subjects and adver-
saries cruelly. PTI 
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In a big relief to the health
authorities, the daily Covid-

19 infections came down to
15,140 on Monday as against
22,444 cases recorded on
Sunday, even as the daily cases
in Mumbai went down below
1,000 to touch a figure of 960.

On a day when 91 fresh
omicron cases  were reported
in the state, the daily infections
dropped by 7304 cases on
Monday. With the fresh infec-
tions, the total number of
Covid-19 cases in the state
rose from 77,05,969 cases to
77,21,109.

With 39 fresh deaths, the
total number of deaths regis-
tered in the state since the out-
break of Covid-19 in the state
in March 2020 went up from
1,42,572 to 1,42,611 cases.

Mumbai, where the daily
infections have been dropping
steadily for more than eight
days, witnessed a drop in the
number of cases from 1,160 to
960.  With the latest cases, the
total number of cases in
Mumbai mounted from
10,45,630 cases to 10,46,590.

As 35,453 Covid-19

patients were discharged from
the hospitals across the state
after full recovery, the total
number of people discharged
from the hospitals since the
second week of March 2020
increased from 73,31.806 cases
to 73,68,259.The recovery rate
in the state rose from 95.14 per
cent to 95.42 per cent.

The number of “active

cases” in the state dropped
from  2,27,711 cases to 2,07,350
cases.  The fatality rate in the
state stood static at 1.85 per
cent.

The active cases in Pune
dropped from 69,511 cases on
Sunday to 62365 on Monday.

The active cases in
Mumbai dropped from 10797
to 9900, while the active cases
in the neighbouring Thane
came down from 16,974 cases
on Sunday to 9900 on Monday.

Nagpur accounted for
24,600 cases, followed by
Nashik (15549), Ahmednagar
(9588)Aurangabad (6348),
Satara (5556) and Raigad
(5164). 

Of the 7,46,29,449 samples
sent to various laboratories
across the state so far, 77,21,109
have tested positive (10.35 per
cent) for COVID-19 until
Sunday.

Currently, 11,74,825 people
are in home quarantine while
2,798 people are in institutional
quarantine. 

Meanwhile, as many as 91
fresh Omicron cases were
recorded in Maharashtra, tak-
ing the total number of the new
Covid-19 variant cases to 3,221.
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Seven days after he had dis-
closed that he had tested

positive for Covid-19, NCP
chief (NCP) Sharad Pawar
announced on Monday that he
had recovered from the pan-
demic. “My Covid-19 RT-PCR
is Negative today. I am grate-
ful to my Doctors, Friends,
Colleagues and Well wishers
for all the prayers and wishes
for my speedy recovery,” Pawar
tweeted.

It may be recalled that on
January 24, Pawar had gone
into home quarantine after
testing positive for Covid-19.
He had also gone onto cancel
all his programmes for the fol-
lowing seven days. The NCP
chief spokesperson Nawab
Malik had announced that if
Pawar tested negative, he would
re-schedule all his cancelled
programmes. Among others,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
had called Pawar on January 24
to enquire about his health.
“Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi ji called to enquire about
my health. I am thankful for his
concern and good wishes,” the
NCP had tweeted.
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every year to remember these
“Gumnaam nayaks”. A stu-
dent has dedicated her entire
postcard to Captain Lakshmi
Sahgal of the Azad Hind Fauj.
Many children have written
about Durgabai Deshmukh,
Birsa Munda, Pingali
Venkayya, Nani Bala Devi,
Kunwar Pratap Singh
Barhath, Kamaladevi
Chattopadhyaya, Madanlal
Dhingra, Munidev Tyagi,
Vishwanath Das, Bhikaji
Cama and Hiraji Gomaji Patil.

A student has elaborated
the role of Bhima Bai Holkar
and mentioned that she
defines the true definition
of: “One may die for an idea,
but that idea after the death
will incarnate itself in a thou-
sand lives.”

Quite a few children have
written about child heroes,
too, such as about the “Bal
balidaan” by Nayak Shirish
Kumar of Maharashtra and
the heroic Kanaklata Barua,
also known as Birbala, who
was shot dead at the age of 17
when she hoisted the National
Flag at the local police station.

To be able to imagine the
country 25 years hence is no
mean task. We adults some-
times find it difficult to visu-
alise that, but these children
have shown a clear vision for
India @2047. An eighth-grade
student foresees India as “fully

literate, harmonious and self-
sufficient”. He says: “My vision
for India is full of nature and
heritage. Humanity and love
prevail everywhere. My coun-
try will be the best place to live
in — heaven on earth.” A
child studying in fifth grade
poignantly envisions an India
“free from poverty, unemploy-
ment, corruption, pollution,
ill-health, terrorism, gender
discrimination and food
shortage”.

Many children have
expressed that they are great-
ly influenced by the ‘Make in
India’ initiative. A girl child
from ninth grade writes: “The
Make in India symbol has
lightened a proud fire within
my heart. I want to roar out
to all of India’s sons to come
back and work for her.” Says
a primary school student:
“We will witness a country so
powerful, yet so united.”
Views of a class seven student:
“In 2047, my country should
be using only eco-friendly
products; farmers should use
much more technology and
women should be respected
everywhere.” A girl child
writes: “Our country has to
become one of the largest
economies in the world,
which is food-sufficient and a
carbon-free, eco-friendly and
plastic-free nation.” Children
have also written about an

India that will regain its lega-
cy of music and dance.

Then there are children
who have let their scientific
temperament and imagina-
tion really flow. Children have
written about developing high
capabilities for space, an emi-
nent position in the field of
astronomy, Chandrayaan-2
and a research base on the
moon, and transforming Mars
to make it habitable for
humans. Quite a few children
have written about achieving
100 per cent literacy and
becoming the most literate
country in the world. A child
hopes that “yoga, ayurveda
and agriculture shall become
part of the school curriculum”.
Many have visualised an India
where women will be safe and
“equal to men”, and a clean
and green country “where
every citizen throws garbage
only in dustbins”.

Children have also written
about a country where every
drop of water shall be used
judiciously. The manner in
which we learn from our past
and the choices that we make
today will create the future of
our dreams. These children
have convinced us that our
future is indeed in safe hands.

(The writer is the Secretary,
Ministry of Education,
Government of India. The
views expressed are personal.)
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Sir — The ever-increasing threat of
superbugs like anti-microbial drug AMR
will not just take away about 10 million
precious lives by 2050 but also deprive
nations 3.8 per cent of the G.DP.
According to a report in 2017 entitled
Drug Resistance Infection: A Threat to
Our Economic Future, every year 7 lakh
people will die of AMR if timely inter-
vention in health and sanitation is not
done. It is also true that Indians hold the
dubious distinction of self-medication at
the drop of a hat. We often get carried
away by instant benefits. 

Taken in excess, it can even ruin our
health, which is also corroborated by
recent findings. Its use and misuse, often
without doctor’s consultation, casts an
ugly shadow on the health of a nation as
a whole. More research on anti-biotic
resistance needs to be carried out.
Unless we take preventive steps, we run
the risk of endangering  our lives. We
must be more thoughtful of their role in
life-saving antibiotics where they are
needed and minimising their use where
they are not necessary in order to
improve human health benefits.

Vijay Singh Adhikari  | Nainital
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Sir — The proposed changes to the IAS
(Cadre) rules say the Centre shall decide
the matter in case of any disagreement.
The IAS regulations provide for Central
Deputation Reserve (CDR) not exceed-
ing 40 per cent of the Sanctioned Duty
Post (SDP) of a cadre/joint cadre. The
changes deals with Rule 6(1) concerning
with Central deputation. The reason for
this move is the non-availability of suf-
ficient number of officers, which further
affects Government functioning. Strong
opposition has come from a few States
as they see “politics” in the Centre’s move.
Only a handful of states has welcomed
this move.

There is a feeling that the insertions
in the cadre rules are unilateral as these
make it mandatory on the State to nec-
essarily nominate officers for Central
deputation but whether to take officers

or not is left to the Centre. The IAS offi-
cers see it as an ego tussle between the
Centre and the States. They argue that
since they belong to the All India
Services, it should be their choice where
to work. Many of them don’t opt for
Central deputation because they see bet-
ter career growth in their respective
States. Therefore, this decision must be
their personal choice and the Centre as
well as the States have no right to make
them obliged to this decision.

Ishita Patidar | Ujjain
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Sir —  It’s with reference to the editori-
al ‘Battle ground’ (January 31). It has been
said that in the upcoming Assembly elec-
tion in Uttar Pradesh, there is a direct
fight between BJP, led by Yogi
Adityanath, and the SP, led by Akhilesh
Yadav. But the ground reality is that the
Congress, led by Priyanka Gandhi-
Vadra, has a strong influence over vot-
ers at the grassroots. If no single party

gets majority, in the possible scenario of
a hung Assembly, the Congress with 60-
70 seats will be the kingmaker in prop-
ping up the UP Government led by the
BJP or SP.

The fact is that the Congress is the
dark horse in deciding the future of Uttar
Pradesh and its people and there is a pos-
sibility that the SP may ask for outside
support or alliance with the Congress to
keep the BJP out of power by taking the
example of the Maharashtra Government
where the Shiv Sena-NCP-Congress
have an alliance and formed the Uddhav
Thackeray-led Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) Government. They are in power
for the last two years and working effi-
ciently. Because of this, the Congress can-
not be written off in the UP elections and
it may turn out to be the key factor in
the coming days.

Bhagwan Thadani |  Mumbai
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When you acknowl-
edge uncertainty,
yet through an
exploratory and

creative process you think up
various possibilities, even pro-
ject and predict the likelihood
of an unknown future, you are
‘future thinking’. You may spec-
ulate that students of a school
education system, which is
sometimes targeted for being
based on rote-learning, cannot
possibly be expected to look
past the present and offer views
on an unfamiliar future or an
unseen past. Well, our nation’s
children just proved all such
assumptions wrong.

At an event to mark the 75th
year of Independence — in a
joint initiative of three depart-
ments: School Education, Posts
and Culture — children from
across the length and breadth of
the country, studying in grades
4 to 12, were encouraged to write
postcards to the PM on two
themes — “Unsung heroes of
our freedom struggle”, and “My
vision for India in 2047”.

It is estimated today that
almost 50 crore postcards are
written annually in India. Of
these, over one crore postcards
were sent by children to a single
address in December-January —
that of the Prime Minister! This
overwhelming response by chil-
dren was warmly acknowledged
by the PM in Mann Ki Baat
when he carefully read out some
of the postcards and discussed
their essence.

I am attempting here to
similarly mention the highlights
of what the PM called as chil-
dren’s Mann Ki Baat. Unsung
heroes have been discussed by
children with a great deal of
pride in their contribution and
sacrifice for our freedom.
“Matangini Hajra, an Indian
revolutionary, took part in the
Civil Disobedience Movement
and was arrested for challenging
the Salt Act. Though she did not
receive formal education, she
was an inspiration to many
women to participate in the
freedom struggle,” writes a child.
Another says that we are slowly
forgetting our heroes such as
Tara Rani, Tirot Singh, Durgabai
Deshmukh; therefore, we must
dedicate one day of the nation
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According to the Oxfam report,
“Inequality Kills’’, released ahead
of the World Economic
Forum’sDavos Agenda early this

month, the collective wealth of India’s 100
richest people in 2021 hit a record high
of �5700,000 crore ($775 billion) while the
number of Indian billionaires grew from
102 to 142. During the pandemic, the
wealth of these billionaires increased
from �2300,000 crore ($313 billion) in
March 2020 to �5300,000 crore ($719 bil-
lion) in November 2021.

At the same time, the income of 84
percent of households declinedand the
share of the bottom half of the population
in national wealth was a mere six percent.
More than 46 million Indians are estimat-
ed to have fallen into extreme poverty in
2020, nearly half of the global new poor. 

Lest one gets a sense that glaring
inequalities have arisen only because of the
pandemic,the fact remains theyexisted
even before. 

A report ‘Time to Care’ Oxfam ahead
of the 50th Annual Meeting of the WEF
during in January 2020 said ‘India’s rich-
est one percent hold more than four-times
the wealth held by 953 million people who
make up for the bottom 70 percent of the
population. Further, the combined total
wealth of 63 Indian billionaires is higher
than the total Union Budget of India for
the fiscal year 2018-19.

The income of persons is inextricably
linked to a country’s GDP. The inequali-
tiesin income can arise under two scenar-
ios:  (i) Rising GDP --income of majori-
ty of the population increases at a much
slower pace than the increase in income
of one percent sitting on top of the pyra-
mid. (ii)Declining GDP --income of the
former declines at a much faster pace than
decrease in income of the latter.  

While the second scenario comes up
once in a blue moon, the first is pretty nor-
mal. To get a sense of what would be hap-
pening, let us consider this. If GDP
increases by a rupee, an overwhelming
share say 80 paise goes to the top one per-
cent whereas the bottom 70 percent gets
six paise (remaining 14 paise go to peo-
plein the 71-99 percent range).With this
highly skewed distribution, even if GDP
increases by �10, the top one percent will
get away with �8 while the bottom 70 per-
cent would be left with a meager 60 paise.

The protagonists of high growth
would make us believe that everything is
honky dory, but the fact remains that its
benefits are appropriated mostly by a few
persons at the top even as majority of those
at the bottom of pyramid get very little.

This is something intrinsic to the way
businesses are planned and orchestrated.It
all starts with the government offering a
policy environment in which investors are
offered an opportunity to earn an attrac-
tive rate of return on investment. What
should be that attractive rate, this is not
normally defined (though in certain sec-
tors like power, fertilizers, it guarantees a
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minimum return); so any level
howsoever, high can fall within the
scope of ‘attractiveness’.

A number of big businesses
enjoy pricing power. For instance,
those operating in metals such as
copper, zinc, aluminum or in
hydrocarbons like oil and gasenjoy
natural monopoly. Leveraging this,
they charge high prices making
windfall gains. This also applies to
private banks who enjoy margins
of 3-4 per cent yielding mammoth
profits. There are companies in the
IT and IT-enabled sector which use
their intellectual prowess to post
huge profit year-after-year.      

Enterprises in the chemical,
petrochemicals, pharmaceutical
and agrochemicals sectors have
hugely benefited from a protective
policy environment with high tar-
iff on imports as well as licensing
and registration requirements.
They make money at the expense
of millions of consumers including
farmers.

The owners/promoters of these
businesses also leave no stone
unturned in ensuring that their tax
liability is kept at bare minimum.
The government is also more than
willing to help them in their zeal
to maximize profits (look at the
steep reduction in corporate tax
rate to 15 per cent for new enter-
prises and to 22 per cent for exist-
ing entities given in September
2019). 

Most of these being capital-
intensive and skill-intensive indus-
tries, the employees benefiting
from profit sharing are miniscule

in the country’s workforce of over
500 million. On the other hand,
labor intensive sectors such as
textiles, apparels, footwear, food
service, and hospitality provide jobs
including to un-skilled workers on
a large scale. But it is unlikely that
these workers get a good share in
the pie. 

Over 60 million small and
medium enterprises (SMEs)are
privately owned businessesalsoape
large enterprises when it comes to
distributing the proceeds of wealth
generation. Their owners spend the
least on payment to workers there-
by boosting their earnings. 

The other important job
provider is agriculture. Here, most-
ly farmer is the owner as well as
cultivator/worker. Tens of millions
of them are at the mercy of a hand-
ful of traders.The latter buy crops
from the former at throwaway
price (MSP notified by GOI
remains mostly on paper) and sell
to the consumer at high price.       

There is yet another class of
rich which feeds itself on misuse of
public resources. This includes
corrupt bureaucrats, politicians
and middlemen, who amass wealth
disproportionate to their known
sources of income by siphoning off
funds from welfare schemes,diver-
sion of loans taken from public sec-
tor banks (PSBs)to shell companies
of which they are the ultimate ben-
eficiaries etc.         

Briefly put, irrespective of the
nature of business, big or small, or
sector affiliation like agriculture,
industry, services or trade, all are

structured to result in concentra-
tion of income in the hands of their
owners or those who wield power
and influence. The working class
especially in the SMEs as also mil-
lions of farmers and landless farm
workers are at the receiving end.

Even the benefit of tax conces-
sions to corporate and SMEs end
up filling pockets of the top few. At
another level, numerous welfare
schemes (free food, free gas con-
nection, subsidized fertilizer) run
by them barely help the majority of
the poor survive.

There is need for a fundamen-
tal change in the way our industri-
alists do businesses and politicians
and bureaucrats conduct them-
selves. While, the former need to
shed their overzealousness for
profits, charge less from con-
sumers, distribute more to work-
ers and pay more taxes, the latter
must ensure that every rupee is
spent for the welfare and empow-
erment of the poor.

A group of more than 100 bil-
lionaires — branding itself as
“Patriotic Millionaires” — has
issued a plea to political and busi-
ness leaders attending the WEF
(2022) to make us pay more tax
(presumably, it includes Indian
billionaires). This is laughable;
first, they create systems leading to
self-aggrandizement at the cost of
a vast majority and then pretend
they care for the latter.

Will these self-proclaimed
patriots pledge not to fleece the vast
majority of the poor in the first
place? 

(The writer is a policy
analyst. The views

expressed are personal.)

India’s fledgling biotechnol-
ogy has started the year
2022 on a very happy note

with the nation honouring
three of its vaccine stalwarts
with the prestigious Padma
Bhushan award, announced
on the eve of our 73rd Republic
Day. I am doubly happy
because these pioneers are also
esteemed members of ABLE
(Association of Biotechnology
Led Enterprises). 

Dr Cyrus Poonawalla
founded Serum Institute in
1961 and it is already the
world’s largest vaccine manu-
facturer. And co-founded by Dr
Krishna Ella and Suchitra Ella
in 1996, Bharat Biotech
International is another home-
grown, global-level vaccine
manufacturer. Between them,
these two ABLE members have
delivered more than 1.5 billion

doses of COVID vaccines to
the country and many more
millions to the global commu-
nity. What is even remarkable
is that of the 10 billion doses of
Covid-19 vaccines adminis-
tered globally, almost 20 per
cent have come from India.
Serum Institute produces in
one month in Pune what
AstraZeneca’s 24 other global
manufacturing sites do in three
months. That is the domi-
nance of India’s vaccine man-
ufacturing prowess.

Even more important is the
government regulator’s deci-
sion to allow sale of Covishield
(Serum Institute) and Covaxin
(Bharat Biotech) in the open
market. So far there were
restrictions on access to these
vaccines except through the
hospital network. Now that
the country is producing more

than 30 million doses of these
two vaccines every month, this
decision, even with many con-
ditions attached, should
increase access to the vaccines
that many people want to take
as booster doses. The industry
also looks forward to quick
emergency use approval of
home-made Covid-19 vaccines
to more age groups of children.
It is very important that our
children get back to their
school as early as possible and
resume their normal lives after
two years. 

While the nation has start-
ed taking booster doses of
Covid-19 vaccines as a ‘precau-
tionary dose”, the biotech
industry itself is looking for a
Booster dose in the form of a
Research-Linked Incentive
(RLI) scheme in the forth-
coming Union Budget on
February 1, 2022. The industry
has been making a strong case
of such an RLI scheme on the
lines of the PLI (Production
Linked Incentive) in operation
for a wide range of manufactur-
ing industrial sectors. This is
very important because, as the
COVID-19 pandemic has
demonstrated, the country’s
innovative biotechnology
industry should be incentivized
to make large scale invest-
ments in research, development
and biological manufacturing.
This alone can help the nation

face the next pandemic with
confidence and will be just an
extension of the Atmanirbhar
(self-reliance initiative) to pre-
pare India for all future health
emergencies. 

Why is this important at
this stage? Explained ABLE’s
non-executive chairperson Dr
Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw: “The
business activities of the phar-
maceutical and biotech indus-
try are composed of several ele-
ments: research and develop-
ment (R&D), regulatory sub-
mission and launch, manufac-
turing sales and marketing
(S&M), return on investment
and reinvestment. To maintain
sustainable growth, pharma-
ceutical companies must
increase income (i.e., total
sales) through a continuous
pipeline of novel drugs and
optimize expenditures (e.g.,

R&D, manufacturing, S&M)
through increased productivi-
ty. The development of IND is
patient centric based on safety
and efficacy of clinical trials
which have long gestation peri-
ods coupled with high risk of
investment to meet positive
outcomes and regulatory
approval of a new drug which
has been steadily compounding
over the last few years.” 

As an industry we are
hopeful that Finance
MinisterNirmala Sitharaman
will respond to the pleas of the
sector made to her at a special
meeting in July 2021 in
Bengaluru.

In 2022, the biotechnology
industry is looking forward to
another set of regulatory
reforms long pending in the
form of the Biological Diversity
(Amendment) Bill 2021. The

original Act, enacted in 2002,
had several clauses that were
detrimental to increased inno-
vations in the biotech sector
relying on use of India’s vast
reserves of biological resources.
The Narendra Modi govern-
ment has listened to the desper-
ate appeals from the industry
and incorporated a wide range
of suggestions to the Bill and
presented it to Parliament in
December. The Bill is being
studied by a Joint Committee
under the Chairmanship of
Dr Sanjay Jaiswal, MP, and has
sought industry and other
stakeholder suggestions to the
various amendments already
incorporated in the Bill. The
biotech industry is optimistic
that the much-awaited amend-
ments to this important legis-
lation will finally become a
reality in 2022.
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(The writer is the Chief
Operating Office of Association

of Biotechnology Led
Enterprises(ABLE). 

The views are personal.)
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The United States and Russia
are squaring off at U.N.

Security Council over Ukraine,
with Washington calling
Moscow’s actions a threat to
international peace and securi-
ty, while a Kremlin envoy
ridiculed Monday’s meeting as a
“PR stunt.” The session kicks off
more high-level diplomacy this
week, although talks between
U.S. and Russia have so far
failed to ease tensions in crisis.
Russia has massed an estimated
100,000 troops near Ukraine’s
borders, stoking fears in West of

an invasion. Russia denies it
intends to launch an attack but
demanded that NATO promise
never to allow Ukraine to join
alliance, halt deployment of
NATO weapons near Russian
borders, and roll back its forces
from Eastern Europe.  NATO
and U.S. call those demands
impossible. Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov and U.S.
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken didn’t make any visible
progress in easing tensions at
their meeting in Geneva earlier
this month. They are expected to
speak by phone Tuesday, accord-
ing to Russian Foreign Ministry.

U.S. President Joe Biden warned
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy in a phone call
Thursday that there is a “distinct
possibility” Russia could begin an
incursion in February, but
Ukrainian leader sought to play
down war fears, saying Western
alarm over an imminent inva-
sion has prompted many
investors in country’s financial
markets to cash out. Zelenskyy
said Friday that “we aren’t seeing
any escalation bigger than
before,” and charged that Russian
buildup could be an attempt by
Moscow to exert “psychological
pressure” and sow panic.
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Tokyo has launched a mass
inoculation drive for

COVID-19 booster shots at a
temporary center operated by
the military as Japan tries to
speed up delayed third jabs to
counter surging infections.

Japan began administering
booster shots to medical work-
ers in December, but has only
provided such inoculations to
2.7 per cent of the population
after delaying a decision to cut
the interval between the first two
coronavirus shots and a boost-
er to six months from the initial
eight. Demand for the shots is
intense: Online reservations that

started on Friday resulted in all
all slots for about 4,300 doses to
be given  at the center this week
being filled within 9 minutes.
The center is providing the vac-
cine made by Moderna, Inc.

On a smaller scale, people
65 and older can get booster
shots elsewhere.The center run
by the Self-Defense Force in
downtown Tokyo reopened
Monday after closing down in
late November. 

It will be vaccinating about
720 people aged 18 or older per
day this week, ramping up to
more than 2,000 a day next
month. Another military-run
center will begin booster shots
next week in Osaka.The omi-
cron variant has been spreading
quickly, pushing new reported
infections to much higher than
earlier waves of coronavirus.
Tokyo reported 15,895 new
cases Sunday, a new high for a
Sunday.
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The United Arab Emirates
intercepted a ballistic mis-

sile fired by Yemen’s Houthi
rebels early Monday as the
Israeli president, Isaac Herzog,
was visiting the country,
authorities said, the third such
attack in as many weeks.The
attack only fuels ongoing ten-
sions in the wider Persian
Gulf, which has seen a series of
attacks as Iran’s nuclear deal
with world powers unravels
and Yemen’s yearslong war
rages on.

As negotiators in Vienna
now attempt to revive accord
and Emirati-backed forces
press on Iran-backed Houthis,
the rebels are launching their
longest-range attacks yet — a
major challenge for Emirates,
which advertises itself to inter-
national businesses as a safe
corner of an otherwise-dan-
gerous neighborhood. 

The UAE’s state-run WAM
news agency reported
Monday’s interception, saying
“the attack did not result in any
losses, as the remnants of bal-
listic missile fell outside pop-
ulated areas.” 
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North Korea confirmed
Monday it test-launched an

intermediate-range ballistic mis-
sile capable of reaching U.S. ter-
ritory of Guam, the North’s
most significant weapon launch
in years, as Washington plans
steps to show its commitment to
its Asian allies. Sunday’s launch
could be a prelude to bigger
provocations by North Korea
such as nuclear and long-range
missile tests that pose a direct
threat to U.S. mainland, as North
tries to further pressure Biden
administration to win sanction
relief or international recognition
as a legitimate nuclear state.
The official Korean Central
News Agency said purpose of the
test was verifying overall accu-
racy of Hwasong-12 missile that
is being deployed in its military.
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Pakistani police widened
their manhunt Monday for

two unidentified assailants who
shot and killed a Christian
priest and wounded another
the previous day in the coun-
try’s northwest. Father William
Siraj, 75, was killed while on his
way home after celebrating
Sunday Mass in the city of
Peshawar, the capital of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province, which
borders Afghanistan. One of
his traveling companions,
Father Naeem Patrick, was
wounded while a third priest
was unharmed in the attack.

The attackers fled the
scene. No group has claimed
responsibility for the killing.
Hina Jilani, chairperson of the
Human Rights Commission
of Pakistan, on Monday con-
demned the killing. In a state-
ment, she said the commission
sees attack “as a blatant assault
not only on Pakistan’s Christian
community but on all reli-
gious minorities whose right to
life and security of person
remains under constant threat.” O U A G A D O U G O U ,

Burkina Faso: The African
Union has suspended Burkina
Faso until constitutional order
is restored in the West African
country, the organization
announced in a tweet on
Monday. The suspension of
Burkina Faso comes a week
after mutinous soldiers ousted
democratically elected
President Roch Marc Christian
Kabore in a coup, citing his
inability to stem jihadi violence.
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New Delhi: The multi-modal
connectivity envisaged under
"PM Gati Shakti" will be
achieved if the Centre and all
the 36 States and Union
Territories work together. 

“Gati Shakti is not a scheme,
but it is an initiative, a founda-
tion. But it will not be an exag-
geration if I say that it is a 'brah-
mastra'," Union Civil Aviation
Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia
said at an event on Monday. It
is a "brahmastra" (powerful
weapon) that will take India to
the destination that the coun-

try's forefathers dreamt about,
he added.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi launched "PM Gati Shakti
- National Master Plan" on
August 15 last year to develop
multi-modal connectivity
through integrated planning
and coordinated implementa-
tion of infrastructure connec-
tivity projects. A total of 16
Union Ministries, including the
railways and the roadways
Ministries, have been brought
under the plan. Approximately
12-13 per cent of the the coun-
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New Delhi: Indian markets have
outperformed other emerging mar-
ket peers in April-December 2021
on account of good corporate
earnings, sharp rise in vaccination
and opening up of business estab-
lishment across the country, the
Economic Survey 2021-22 said on
Monday.

“The benchmark stock market
indices in India – Sensex and
Nifty-50 – increased by 17.7 per
cent and 18.1 per cent, respective-
ly, during April-December 2021,”

the survey said.
Driven by good corporate

earnings, sharp rise in COVID-19
vaccination and opening up of
business establishment across the
country, Sensex and Nifty scaled up
to touch their peak in October last
year, it added.

Among the select developed
markets, S&P 500 index and NAS-
DAQ Composite index recorded
strong gains and rose by 20.0 per
cent and 18.1 per cent, respective-
ly, the survey said. PTI

New Delhi: The Government has benefitted from the
launch of public procurement portal GeM as it has helped
in reducing the cost of goods being purchased by min-
istries and departments by up to 56 per cent in certain
cases, Economic Survey said on Monday. 

The Government e-Market (GeM) portal was
launched on August 9, 2016, for online purchases of goods
and services by all the Central Government ministries and
departments.  

According to the Survey, anecdotal evidence suggests
that prior to the launch of GeM, Government procure-
ment prices were much higher than the prices prevail-
ing in the market and there were constant complaints
about inefficiency and rent seeking.

"The use of this e-marketplace has resulted in a sub-
stantial reduction in prices in comparison to the rates used
earlier, with average prices falling by at least 15-20 per
cent, up to 56 per cent," it said.  

Citing certain examples, it said the offer price of
Parker Jotter Standard Ball Pen at GeM platform was �200,
as against �207 on Amazon website. PTI

New Delhi: More people are now opting for pension
amount of �1,000 per month, under the government-run
Atal Pension Yojana (APY), and the scheme is gaining
popularity among youngsters, according to the Economic
Survey 2021-22.

APY, the flagship social security scheme of the
Government, was launched on May 9, 2015, to provide
old-age income security particularly to the citizens in the
unorganised sectors. PTI

New Delhi: India's fleet strength increased to 1,463 vessels with gross
tonnage (GT) of 13,011,000 as of December 31, 2021, according to the
Economic Survey.

At the end of 2019, the country had 1,429 vessels and 12,746,000
of GT, the Survey for 2021-22 said. Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Monday tabled in Parliament the Economic Survey that
details the state of the economy ahead of the Government's Budget for
the fiscal year beginning April 1, 2022. PTI
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Equity benchmarks notched
up solid gains on Monday

after a two-session sliding
streak as healthy growth pro-
jections in the Economic
Survey and supportive global
cues enthused investors.

A robust recovery in the
rupee further bolstered senti-
ment, traders said.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
opened on a firm footing and
kept its momentum throughout
the session. It finally closed at
58,014.17, clocking a 
gain of 813.94 points or 1.42
per cent.
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This is the first time in the
world that a patient’s poste-
rior cruciate ligament (PCL)

has been successfully preserved in
a fully active robot-assisted total
knee replacement. The 63-year-old
patient Jai Narayan, a retired train
driver from Hathras in Uttar
Pradesh, was suffering from pain
and deformity in both the knees for
the last 10 years due to osteoarthri-
tis. He was able to walk on his own
just a few hours after the surgery.
Dr Sujoy Bhattacharjee, HOD &
Director of the hospital’s Centre for
Robotic Joint Replacement, used
CUVIS Joints - A Fully Active
Robot system with specially devel-
oped software to perform the feat. 

“We are all very proud of this
achievement, which has put
Faridabad on the world medical
map and proved the mettle of
Indian doctors to the internation-
al community. We have applied to
the Guinness Book of World
Records to register this feat from
this part of India. The break-
through surgery is also a testimo-
ny to our unending efforts to
make available the latest technol-
ogy to our patients, as evidenced
by the installation of North India’s
f irst  ‘Fully Active’  Joint
Replacement Robot for total knee
replacement at  Sar vodaya
Hospital,”  Dr Rakesh Gupta,
Chairman, Sarvodaya Healthcare
says.  

Cruciates refer to the two
cross-shaped ligaments that exist at
the front (anterior) and back (pos-
terior) of the knee, connecting the

thigh bone with the shin bone. In
conventional robotic-assisted TKR
surgeries, both the ligaments have
to be sacrificed, due to which the
patient has to live with an unnat-
ural feeling around the knee. 

Dr Sujoy Bhattacharjee’s break-
through surgery at Sarvodaya
Hospital, Faridabad, marks the
first time in the world that a
patient’s posterior cruciate ligament
(PCL) has been successfully
retained in a fully active robotic-
assisted TKR surgery. “Preserving
one or both knee ligaments in total
knee replacement is crucial as it
gives a natural feel to the knee and
helps stabilise the joint. Patients
find their operated knee totally nat-
ural, making them forget that they
are living with a knee transplant, a
concept called the ‘Forgotten Knee’.
This has not been possible with
conventional robotic surgeries for
total knee replacement that are cur-
rently performed on patients,” Dr
Bhattacharjee says.  

He adds that robot-assisted
surgery has huge advantages over
conventional methods. These
include improved accuracy and
precision of implant positioning,
much less possibility of human
errors or soft-tissue injuries, greater
operative accuracy and reduced
pain after surgery, ensuring early
rehabilitation and mobilisation of
patients. We have now gone one
step ahead of the world with the
capability to preserve the knee lig-
aments of the patient in such surg-
eries, which was not possible till
now.  

In preparation of the surgery,
a non-contrast CT (NCCT) scan of
the knees is conducted and the
desired bone-cuts and implant size
are decided. This information is fed
into the robot before the actual
surgery. During the surgery, the
bone-cuts are conducted with great
precision by the robot, minimising
possibility of errors. 

The patient Jai Narayan was
delighted with the outcome of the
surgery. “This feels like a second
life to me,” he says, adding that he
is finally free of the terrible pain he
used to suffer while trying to walk
on his damaged knees due to
osteoarthritis. He thanks the doc-
tors from the bottom of his heart.
He is already walking and will be
able to get back to day-to-day
activities within 1-2 weeks of the
surgery and resume normal life in
a month’s time. 

In knee replacement surgery,
the arthritic portion of the knee is
removed and replaced by an arti-
ficial joint that forms new surfaces
of the knee joint. During Cuvis
Joint Robot total knee replacement,
the 3D images of the patient’s
joint are used by the doctor for pre-
planning of the surgery person-
alised to the patient. The doctor
uses the robot to select an artificial
joint for the patient and insert it
accurately. The “fully active” robot
reviews the data and cuts the bone
precisely with respect to the dimen-
sions of the implant decided dur-
ing the pre-surgery planning stage
under the supervision of an expe-
rienced surgeon. 

Contaminated hands
are often the first
routes of many

microbial infections. They
are responsible for 80 per
cent of infectious diseases -
be it water-borne digestive
tract or respiratory tract
infections such as cold and
the flu, diarrhoea and
intestinal illnesses or com-
mon eye infections, caused
by bacteria, viruses and
germs. Hence, the two most
important words of public
health messaging have
always been: soap, and
water.

Some of the important
moments of hand washing
include after using the toi-
let or changing baby’s nap-
pies; before, during and
after preparing food; before
eating; after using a tissue or
handkerchief; before and
after attending to sick per-
son or touching pets or ani-
mals; handling cash or coins
or touching switches, door
handles and even laptop. 

With the COVID-19

pandemic raging around
the world, the importance of
handwashing with soap is
becoming more critical. The
theme for Global
Handwashing Day 2020:
Hand hygiene for all, under-
lines the importance of
handwashing during the
COVID-19 pandemic as a
method to prevent the rise
and spread of the virus. 

Science explains how
water-soap combination
works. When people wash
hands with soap and water
for an optimum time of
20-30 seconds, water dis-
rupts the hydrophilic
(water-loving) portions of
the envelope or molecular
wall of pathogens, while
soap takes care of damaging
the hydrophobic (water-hat-
ing) portions of the same -
thus inactivating pathogens.

Though WHO recom-
mends alcohol-based hand
sanitizers, they usually con-
tain a mixture of alcohols
such as ethanol, isopropyl
alcohols, hydrogen perox-

ides in different combina-
tions. Frequent use of these
sanitizers may become toxic
to human health and also is
not friendly to the environ-
ment. There is enough evi-
dence to suggest that hand-
washing with water and
soap is more friendly to
hands than sanitizers.
Overexposure to hand san-
itizers can make the skin
become dry. It can also lead
to eczema, a condition in
which patches of skin
become inflamed, itchy,
cracked, and rough. 

Hence, hand washing
with soap and water is a
highly desirable, recom-
mended, and effective strat-
egy against infections.
However, it is unfortunate
that the most vulnerable
communities in India are
unable to use the simplest of
methods to protect them-
selves and their loved ones.
Providing additional water
for hygiene becomes more
challenging in this pan-
demic situation that

demands frequent hand
washing with soap. 

Unfortunately, India has
nothing much to write
home about in providing
access to water. Also, the
habit of using soaps among
its population is rare.

Today, sensitization,
awareness and education
on the significance of wash-
ing hands, as well as the
proper techniques to keep
hands clean is being pro-
moted aggressively by the
government, NGOs and
corporates for improved
public health. Governments
and development agencies
collaborate to promote
behaviour change and cre-
ate a mass movement for
‘Clean Hands Prevent
Disease’. NGOs serving
decentralised affordable safe
water from their Water
ATMs to the low- income
communities stepped up
their WASH education cam-
paigns in the communities
they served. The main focus
has been on the method of

hand washing and the
moments of hand washing. 

However, addressing
this issue needs a multi-
dimensional approach. But
it is not just a question of
infrastructure alone. There
are factors like culture, edu-
cation and socioeconomic
status involved. For
instance, only about 50 per
cent of the rural population
use water and soap for
handwashing, while this fig-
ure is 80 per cent in urban
India. While slightly over 11
per cent of villagers do not
use neither soap nor water,
only 3 per cent of their
urban counterparts have
the matching behaviour.

Similarly, handwashing
with soap and water is fol-
lowed by only 40 per cent of
households headed by the
uneducated, compared to 85
per cent of households
headed by people with at
least 12 years of schooling.
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Doctors at BLK-Max Super
speciality Hospital saved

the life of a 12-year-old Iraqi
child born with congenital
defect that caused both his kid-
neys and ureters to expand
abnormally. This was carried out
through minimally invasive
robotic surgery. 

The child’s ureter were dilat-
ed to 5 cm and elongated to
almost 75 cm. Owing to travel
restrictions during the pan-
demic, the child’s medical con-
dition worsened and was in need
of an urgent surgery. 

Doctors managed to save
his right kidney and shortened

the length and re-constructed
the ureter and removed the
non-functional left kidney.    

Dr Yajvender Pratap Singh
Rana, Senior Consultant,
Urology and Renal
Transplantation, BLK Max
Super Speciality Hospital said,
“He underwent robotic surgery
for left Nephro Ureterectomy.
His ureters were much dilated
and almost half of abdomen was
filled dilated and enlarged coiled
ureters. 

This coiling led to backflow
of urine from the bladder to the
kidneys, causing their enlarge-
ment.” 
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In the past two years, COVID-19 has caused a major disruption
in the healthcare system and stands to be a matter of concern
for oncology services in India. According to a recent study, India

could witness 98,650-1,31,500 excess cancer-related deaths in the
next five years. As the number of cancer cases rise, people are also
concerned about the impact of cancer on their fertility. However,
it is important to understand how it is possible to fulfil your dreams
of becoming parents even after being diagnosed with Cancer. 

Cancer and fertility
Cancer treatments may affect your fertility in many ways. The

uterus and ovaries are highly vulnerable to disruptions caused by
surgery, chemotherapy, and radiotherapy. Also, treatment modal-
ities for gynaecological cancers can have an anatomical or func-
tional impact on a woman's reproductive organs. Furthermore, can-
cer treatment is often a lengthy process that impairs patients' sex-
ual function and mental health. Mental conditions such as anxi-
ety, depression, and diminished quality of life are important aspects
of ongoing and post treatment symptoms that directly influences
their fertility as well. The fact that cancer treatment can lead to infer-
tility is another potential distress for cancer survivors.

Infertility in cancer patients can occur for a variety of reasons.
The patient's age and developmental stage, such as before or after
puberty, before or after menopause, and so on, can influence whether
or not conceiving is possible. Similarly, the type and extent of surgery,
the type of treatment (radiation therapy, chemotherapy, hormone
therapy, targeted therapy, immunotherapy, stem cell transplant),
and the treatment dose can all affect the fertility of both men and
women undergoing cancer treatment.

Treatments like Chemotherapy and radiation treatment for can-
cer have been said to cause damage to the testes and interfere with
sperm production and testosterone secretion in men, as well as dam-
age oocytes (eggs), cause ovarian failure and early menopause in
women. 

Natural conception after cancer
Women who were fertile before treatment may experience a

natural recovery post completing the cancer treatment. They are
capable of maintaining or restoring normal hormonal cycles, and
producing mature eggs that can be fertilised and implanted into
the uterus, resulting in conceiving naturally. Before attempting to
conceive, the doctors usually advise waiting anywhere between 6
months to 24 months. Waiting for six months may reduce the risk
of birth defects that can be caused by the eggs damaged by
chemotherapy or other treatments. The 24 months period is based
on the fact that the risk of cancer recurrence is usually highest in
the first two years following treatment.

While for men, there are no hard and fast rules as to how long
they should wait after cancer treatment, however most doctors rec-
ommend waiting two to five years. Chemotherapy and radiation
therapy can harm sperm, and thus the two precautionary years help
in replacing the sperm. As a result, conception becomes easy. 

Prevention is always better than cure: Freezing the eggs before
cancer treatment

The number of young women with cancer who choose to freeze
their eggs before starting cancer treatment is on the rise, thanks
to increased awareness. Seeds of Innocence has seen a 15 per cent
increase in the number of female cancer patients under the age of
35 who have chosen to freeze their eggs in the last year. Also, in
the past few years we have also witnessed many successful cases
where the decision of freezing the eggs or freezing the sperm before
the cancer treatment has worked as a boon for the couple. Regardless
of marriage, egg/sperm freezing is a reliable option. The eggs can
be frozen for up to ten years, during which time she can have them
thawed and fertilised whenever she wants. It's best if you talk about
preserving your fertility before you have cancer surgery or start treat-
ment.

If infertility develops as a result of cancer, consider IVF
In case of completing the cancer treatment, IVF is a safe method

to become pregnant for cancer survivors. In vitro fertilisation is
effective in women who have lost their fertility as a result of can-
cer treatment. Whereas, Donor eggs are an option for women who
are unable to conceive with their own eggs. In this technique,
embryos are transferred to the recipient to create a pregnancy. This
process is supplemented with hormone replacement therapy until
the placenta develops and can produce its hormones.

Cryopreservation can help in conceiving soon after the can-
cer treatment and one does not have to wait for years to get preg-
nant safely.
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Before the onset of the COVID-19
pandemic, the molecular diagnos-
tic industry was seen as a support

system to aid medical professionals in
diagnosing illness so that the patient
could receive good healthcare.
Diagnostic testing labs were used to
screen different ailments to provide
timely, accurate and affordable results.

But when the COVID arrived, all
that began to change. Within weeks of
the pandemic shutdowns, there was a
tremendous demand for diagnostic
infrastructure and testing kits. At that
time, the diagnostic industry wasn’t
ready for that challenge due to logistics
issues. But they met the challenge soon-
er to provide a timely method for
screening coronavirus and shelling out
results in a timely manner. ICMR and
other Government authorities also
played a crucial role in providing quick
approvals to labs in a record-breaking
time frame.

Transformation in Molecular
Diagnostic

The main objective of any contain-
ment strategy was to limit the spread of
the virus. Testing, Tracing and Treating
(TTT) became a central instrument for
achieving this objective.

As the Government hurried to put
in procedures, TTT became the most
promising approach to stop the spread
of the virus. Testing became the norm,
in the beginning, to keep the pandemic
under control and prevent it from
spreading to other family members or
individuals.

As this motto gained traction, con-
sumers adapted to the new testing mea-
sures and procedures and became famil-
iar with the new terms like RT-PCR
testing, rapid antigen, and antibody test-
ing.

Coronavirus quickly made it known
that access to testing and screening
expanded beyond the conventional envi-
ronment like hospitals and diagnostic
testing centers. So, to contain the impact
of COVID, testing centers were
deployed at various places like airports,
railway stations, drive-through centers
etc.

This demonstrates how the molecu-
lar diagnostic industry adapted to the
challenges to provide quick service
delivery. 

As the third wave of COVID-19 is
upon us, molecular diagnostic laborato-
ries across the country have ramped up
their testing facilities by installing more
infrastructure, hiring and training more
human resources to ensure smooth
functioning. As consumers become
more familiar with molecular diagnostic
testing than ever before, they have also
become accustomed to accessing the test
at their convenient location on demand,
like home sample collection, walk-in
kiosks, and drive-throughs. 
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The SRM Medical College Hospital and
Research Centre (SRM MCH&RC),

Kattankulathur released the Valli Health Card
and the 7th edition of Healthcare CSR Bulletin
— Valli. 

These were released by SRM MCH&RC’s
Pro-Vice Chancellor Dr Lt Col A Ravikumar.
This initiative was undertaken by Puthiya
Thalaimurai Foundation as part of its CSR activ-
ity. 

About 15 people from Amphenol
Omniconnect India Pvt Ltd and 10 SRMIST’s
housekeeping staffs were among the first to
receive this Valli Health Card. Card holders
would get a 20 per cent discount on OP inves-
tigations at SRM MCH&RC, apart from the reg-
ular concessions that are in place. 

Present on the occasion was retired Sub-
Inspector S Murugan, SRM MCH&RC’s
Medical Superintendent Dr K Thangaraj, Dean
(Dental) Dr Vivek, Dean (Occupational
Therapy) Dr Ganapathy Sankar, SRMIST’s
Sports Advisor Nandhagopal, representatives
from Amphenol Omniconnect India Pvt Ltd
and members of SRM Institute of Science and
Technology. 

Dr Lt Col A Ravikumar said, “This is good
hope in these tiring times. This initiative from
will help those unable to afford the proper med-
ical attention the right to good health care.”
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Musee Rodin opened its
portals to the brilliance
of compositional

charisma of Indian contempo-
rary art created as embroidered
tapestries. The Benares vignette
of Manu Parekh and the tribal
folk motifs of Madhvi Parekh
made for a stunning backdrop
as Christian Dior models
sashayed in monochromatic
dulcet haute couture. And the
entire scene was choreographed
by creative director Maria
Grazia Chiuri.
Maria, Manu and Madhvi

Ever since Chiuri took over
the reins of Dior, she has been
saluted for her work’s feminist
stances, always placing art at the
centre of her message. Last
week at Musee Rodin Paris, dur-
ing the Dior Spring/Summer
2022 Haute Couture show, the
work of artists Madhvi and
Manu Parekh were honoured,
with an incredible decor of
their translated tapestries.

Amongst these magnificent
monumental tapestries, two
works that stood out were Manu
Parekh’s Benares which showed
a setting sun in all its glory and
Madhvi’s 2006 work Two Heads
of a Black Queen shown at her
solo exhibition in Vadehras in
2007.  
Benares is older than history

Manu’s Benares is a heady
delight. It embraces the silhou-
ette of temples, lights and the
fervour of the daily puja. Created
in warm tones of buttercup yel-
low and smoky russet shades,
this work is a quilt of rhythms
and the deep resonance that
invites the human gaze and
celebrates spiritual fervour.
Manu’s Benares carries both an
ecological as well as an elegiac
echo because it harnesses the
harmony of prayer with the
paradox of mortality in a world
where ritual and relic rub shoul-
ders. This work has many
shades to it not just of the sand-
hya but of the alchemy of twi-
light as you gaze at the mirror-
ing of the setting sun. The piece
scores the truth of the words of
Mark Twain, the English author

and literature, who was
enthralled by the legend and
sanctity of the city and wrote,
"Banaras is older than history,
older than tradition, older even
than legend and looks twice as
old as all of them put together".
Madhvi’s Two Heads of a Black
Queen 

Madhvi’s Two Heads of a
Black Queen belongs to collec-
tor and connoisseur Tripat Kalra
who bought it from Vadehras in
2007 when they held her solo.
Tripat says she bought the work
because it had its own identity
and seemed to go beyond dia-
logues and dimensions as it held
both the past and the present.

Colour and contour are the
two most dominant aspects of
her work. In an interview years
ago she had said: “As a child,
from the rural parts of Gujarat,
I have seen the most brilliant
lights of nature. On my way back
from school, the setting sun
would set the whole world

around on fire and bathe it in
shimmering golden light. Those
colours have become an integral
part of me and they come to me
quite naturally. The dotted lines
in my paintings give the impres-
sion of running stitches of
embroidery I did as a child.”

The position of the two
faces against a sky blue back-
drop, peppered with tiny ele-
ments, reflects she has had an
instinctive feel for design and
forms comes naturally to her.  It
reminds us of old folk art prac-
tises of decorative floor designs
(rangoli), and wall decorations
on huts. She represents the
beauty and antiquity of the tra-
ditional art practises in humble
villages and homes in Gujarat.

Running for a week, the
monumental embroidered
works served not just as a
backdrop for the fashion show,
but also stood alongside
Rodin's sculptures creating a
synergy of rare intensity. To

imagine Rodin’s nymphs and
half-gods meeting Indian tem-
ples, divinities and personifica-
tions symbolised in the embroi-
dery is an experience of sublime
proportions. In a quaint and
curious way, we are also seeing
the exploration of the
male/female dichotomy and
their inherent characteristics
of complementarity. At Musee
Rodin, Maria Gracias has
affirmed the principles of
savoir-faire and rare craftsman-
ship. In the melange of materi-
als, metaphors and colour, the
embroiderers’ technique of the
Chanakya School of Craft in
Mumbai is highlighted and
given a place of honour.

These two works bring on
an entire spiritual dimension
and an art immersion in the
viewer’s imagination, where
the quaint, the curious and the
familiar rub shoulders with
the real, the imagined and the
surreal.

CONTEMPORARY ART AT PARIS 
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T
he big-hitting Shimron
Hetmyer remained unavail-
able due to fitness issues as

the West Indies named a 16-mem-
ber squad for the T20 series against
India, keeping faith in the outfit that
defeated England in a five-match
home contest earlier this month.

The three T20Is against India
will be played in Kolkata on
February 16, 18 and 20, following
a three-match ODI Series which
will be held in Ahmedabad on
February 6, 9 and 11. West Indies
have already named the ODI squad
under Pollard.

Eleven players feature in both
the limited-overs squads -- Pollard,
Fabian Allen, Darren Bravo, Jason
Holder, Shai Hope, Akeal Hosein,
Brandon King, Nicholas Pooran,
Romario Shepherd, Odean Smith
and Hayden Walsh Jr.

Hetmyer was left out of the
squad on fitness grounds once
again. Earlier this month, West
Indies head coach Phil Simmons
had expressed unhappiness at

Hetmyer's attitude towards physi-
cal fitness.

The 25-year-old swashbuckler
failed a fitness test prior to the series
against England and has still not
been found upto it. Coach Phil
Simmons had stated that it was
"heart-wrenching" to see him con-
tinuously "letting down himself and
his team-mates."

"The team has been doing well
in the Betway T20I Series against
England in Barbados and we decid-
ed to stick with the same group of
players. They have demonstrated
great skill and fight and we expect
the same kind of performances on
the tour of India," chief selector
Desmond Haynes said while
announcing the squad during the
weekend.

All-rounder Odean Smith was
also named in the squad despite a
recent incident in which claims
were made of him being "vic-
timised" after being left out for the
third T20I against England to
make way for Rovman Powell. 

The claims were made in a
voice note sent to the media, the
sender is not known yet.

Simmons and Cricket West
Indies president Ricky Skerritt
have termed the allegations "a
malicious attack on the credibili-
ty of the West Indies captain,
designed to sow division within
our team".

West Indies put up an impres-
sive showing against England,
winning the five-match T20Is
series 3-2.

West Indies T20I Squad: Kieron
Pollard (captain), Nicholas Pooran
(vice-captain), Fabian Allen, Darren
Bravo, Roston Chase, Sheldon
Cottrell, Dominic Drakes, Jason
Holder, Shai Hope, Akeal Hosein,
Brandon King, Rovman Powell,
Romario Shepherd, Odean Smith,
Kyle Mayers, Hayden Walsh Jr.
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With a thumbs up to the camera,
Christian Eriksen revealed his

new team and planned return to
playing — almost eight months after
having a cardiac arrest on the field
at the European Championship.

“I'm happy to announce that I've
signed for Brentford Football Club,"
Eriksen said in Monday's social
media video. 

“I can't wait to get started." 
It will be a remarkable playing

comeback to the Premier League for
the Denmark playmaker, who has
said he was essentially dead for five
minutes after collapsing in the open-
ing Euro 2020 game against Finland.

The uplifting signing was an
early announcement on the final day
of the January transfer window in the
Premier League. Signing with
Brentford until the end of the season,
Eriksen is returning to England
where he played with Tottenham
until joining Inter Milan two years
ago and winning the Serie A title.

The west London club will feel
like home. The 29-year-old Eriksen
is being reunited with Thomas
Frank, the Brentford manager who
coached him when playing for
Denmark's under-17s team. He will
also be the ninth Dane in the club's

squad.
“We have taken an unbelievable

opportunity to bring a world class
player to Brentford," Frank said. 

“He hasn't trained with a team
for seven months but has done a lot
of work on his own. He is fit but we
will need to get him match fit and I
am looking forward to seeing him
work with the players and staff to get
back towards his highest level.” 

Frank will be hoping Eriksen
provides a further lift for a team
impressing in its first-ever cam-
paign in the Premier League, sitting
eight points above the relegation
zone with 15 games remaining.

“At his best, Christian has the
ability to dictate games of football,"
Frank said. 

"He can find the right passes and
is a goal threat. He also has very, very
good set piece delivery, both from
corners and direct free kicks. 

“He is a player you can find with
the ball, and he will come up with a
solution to the problem in front of
him. Christian will also bring expe-
rience of top level football to the
club." 

Eriksen's contract with Inter
Milan was terminated by mutual
agreement in December since Italian
regulations prevented him playing
with the implantable cardioverter-
defibrillator that was fitted. He was
recently training to regain fitness at
Ajax, the Dutch club where he began
his career.

Brentford said it would “respect
Christian's medical confidentiality”
by not divulging further information
beyond saying he only recently
received coronavirus vaccines that
allow him to comply with entry rules
to Britain.
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When Grand Slam title No. 21
belonged to him, when the

Australian Open final was over
after 5 hours, 24 minutes of twists
and turns and he somehow complet-
ed a comeback from two sets down,
Rafael Nadal dropped his racket to
the court, covered his face with his
taped-up fingers, then shook his
head and smiled.

“Just unforgettable,” is how he
described his 2-6, 6-7 (5), 6-4, 6-4,
7-5 victory over Daniil Medvedev,
a result that seemed particularly
unlikely when Nadal faced three
break points midway through the
third set.

Tapping his heart with his right

hand, Nadal added: “One of the
most emotional matches of my ten-
nis career, without a doubt. Means
a lot to me.” 

This was, in various respects, a
fitting way for Nadal to set himself
apart, at least for the moment,
from Roger Federer and Novak
Djokovic: coming off a hiatus forced
by a painful left foot, doubting his
health and his form, worried about
his future in tennis and, to cap it all
off, climbing out of a huge hole —
the match began Sunday night and
concluded in the wee hours of
Monday — with unrelenting play
backed by unrelenting belief.

The last man to win an
Australian Open final after dropping
the first two sets was Roy Emerson,

57 years ago. 
Medvedev's summation:

“Unreal.”
Nadal, a 35-year-old from Spain,

is the first member of the Big Three
— and, of course, the first man in
the history of tennis — to surpass
20 major singles championships. His
rivals each got a chance to do so
first: Federer lost to Djokovic in the
2019 Wimbledon final; Djokovic
lost to Medvedev in the 2021 U.S.
Open final.

Now Nadal stands above both. 
It is the first time he's ever had

more Grand Slam trophies than
Federer, who is 40 and sat out the
Australian Open while recovering
from the latest in a series of knee
operations. The No. 1-ranked

Djokovic, who is 34, also missed the
hard-court tournament he has won
a record nine times; he is not vac-
cinated against COVID-19 and was
deported after an 11-day legal saga
that began when his visa was can-
celed upon arrival in Australia.

And yet, when play began two
weeks ago, no one seemed to give
Nadal much of a chance to go all
that far, let alone win the whole
thing.  The skeptics included Nadal
himself. He was thrilled merely to
be back in action after playing two
matches in total over the last half of
last season because of chronic foot
pain.  He went months without
being able to practice. He essential-
ly had zero idea how well he would
be able to perform at Melbourne

Park.  How well his strokes or his
body could hold up over the course
of five sets, if need be. Worst of all,
how many more of these tourna-
ments he'd have left.

And then, once into the final,
Nadal found himself so far behind
against a significantly younger (25)
and higher-ranked (No. 2) oppo-
nent, someone who more recently
had won a Grand Slam title and
more recently had reached an
Australian Open final (last year, los-
ing to Djokovic).

This triumph came 13 years
after Nadal's other Australian Open
title and follows four runner-up fin-
ishes in 2012 (against Djokovic),
2014 (Stan Wawrinka), 2017
(Federer) and 2019 (Djokovic).
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Pacer Jason Holder took four
wickets in four balls to blow up

the last over of England's run chase
as West Indies won the fifth
Twenty20 game by 17 runs to cap-
ture the series 3-2. 

West Indies won the toss, chose
to bat and scored 179-4 at the
Kensington Oval. In reply, England
was all out for 162 with one ball left
after entering the final over at 160-
6 and needing 20 runs to win.

In that last over, Holder first
claimed the wicket of Chris Jordan
(7) caught on the fence, immediate-
ly followed by the key dismissal of
Sam Billings (41 runs off 28 balls)
before golden ducks for Adil Rashid
and Saqib Mahmood. mHolder
joined an exclusive club when
Mahmood's inside edge nicked leg
stump. Lasith Malinga, Rashid Khan
and Curtis Campher are the only
other bowlers in men's cricket to take
four-in-four in a T20 international.
Holder did not get a chance to go for
five wickets in five balls with no
England batters left. The allrounder

finished with 5-27 from 2.5 overs.
James Vince top-scored for

England with 55 off 35 but was one
of left-arm spinner Akeal Hosein's
four wickets after holing out. Hosein
took 4-30 from four overs. Earlier,
West Indies had been frustrated by
England's spinners but captain
Kieron Pollard (41 not out off 25)
and Rovman Powell (35 not out off
17) shared an undefeated fifth-wick-
et stand of 74 in just over five overs

to give the hosts a reasonable target
to set England.

The pair added a whopping 66
in the final 24 balls.

Rashid (2-17) leapfrogged Jordan
as England men's leading T20 wick-
et-taker with 81 career wickets.
Liam Livingstone collected identical
figures as the pair and fellow spin-
ner Moeen Ali yielded just 54 from
their 10 overs, with England's quicks
repeatedly targeted by West Indies.

�/�
� �,�/���,��<�E��/9*��F

Their late arrival in the
Caribbean had forced the ICC

to rework the fixtures of their
group matches but Afghanistan,
with their magnificent run to the
semifinals of U-19 World Cup,
ensured the tweaking by the apex
body was worth it, even if it
meant rescheduling as many as
four matches.

Accustomed to dealing with
issues far removed from and big-
ger than cricket, the battle-hard-
ened Afghanistan team will chase
history on Tuesday, in a sport that
has often been a soothing balm for
the country's many battered souls.

Having punched above their
weight, they now face England in
the Super League semifinals of the
U-19 showpiece at Sir Vivian
Richards Stadium, an appropriate
setting for those seeking inspira-
tion for doing things in cricket
which only the man after whom
the venue is named could do in his
heydays. Afghanistan will create
history if they are able to beat fan-
cied England, for they have never
been to the final of the U-19 World
Cup.

If their entry into the tourna-
ment was not bereft of drama,
thanks to visa-related issues, no
less dramatic was their march to
the last-four stage.  The odds
were heavily stacked against them
when they posted just 134 on
board after Sri Lanka asked them
to take first strike in their quarter-
final match but Afghanistan pro-

duced a superb performance with
the ball to bundle out the island
nation for 130 in 46 overs at
Coolidge Cricket Ground in
Antigua. Before that, having
obtained the necessary permission
to travel to the West Indies,
Afghanistan won all three match-
es in the group stage.

It is only the second time, the

first being the 2018 edition in New
Zealand, that Afghanistan have
made it to the Super League semi-
finals of the U-19 World Cup.

However, England will
undoubtedly be their biggest chal-
lenge. 

England are widely known
for their batting depth in white-ball
cricket and Jacob Bethell is one
name that might be creating prob-
lems for the Afghanistan bowlers.

The batting all-rounder from
Warwickshire displayed his
prowess in England's quarterfinal
win against South Africa at the
same venue. 

He smashed 88 off 42 balls at
a strike-rate of 209.52, the highest
for any Englishman in an innings
of at least 50 runs in the U-19
World Cup.

Bethell, who was born in
Barbados and idolises Sir Garfield
Sobers, has scored 201 runs at an
average of 50.25 and a strike-rate
of 112.92 and hit two 50s in four
innings so far.

England will be hoping he
continues that form against
Afghanistan, though they also
have others capable of contribut-
ing to the team's cause.
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Veteran India hockey goalkeeper
PR Srejeesh on Monday won the

prestigious World Games Athlete of
the Year for his 2021 performances,
becoming only the second Indian to
receive the accolade.

In 2020, Indian women's hockey
captain Rani Rampal became the
first Indian to win the honour for her
performances in 2019.

Sreejsh beat competition from
sport climber Alberto Ginés López of
Spain and Italy's wushu player Michele
Giordano for the award.

"I'm very honoured to win this
award. First of all, a big thank you to

FIH for nominating me for this
award, and secondly thanks to all the
Indian hockey lovers around the
world, who voted for me," Sreejesh
said in a statement. 

Sreejesh, a former India hockey
captain and part of the Tokyo
Olympics-bronze medal winning side,
received 1,27,647 votes, whereas Lopez
and Giordane accumulated 67,428 and
52,046 votes respectively. 

Sreejesh was the only Indian
nominated and was recommended by
the International Hockey Federation
(FIH). 

In the FIH Stars Awards in
October, Sreejesh was named the
goalkeeper of the year for 2021.
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The league stage of the Ranji Trophy is set to be held from
February 16 to March 5, as per a revised scheduled pre-

pared by the BCCI.
The BCCI was forced to postpone the premier domes-

tic tournament due to rising COVID cases in the country.
It was originally scheduled to start from January 13.

The likely venues for the 38-team event are Ahmedabad,
Kolkata, Trivandrum, Cuttack, Chennai, Guwahati,
Hyderabad and Rajkot.

The format has been tweaked and there will be eight
groups of four teams each with the plate group compris-
ing six teams.

No red ball cricket has taken place in India since the
Ranji Trophy final in March 2020.

Domestic cricketers, who were compensated for can-
cellation of Ranji Trophy last season, had expressed elation
when BCCI secretary Jay Shah announced last week that
the red ball event will be held in two phases.

The knockouts will be held in June.
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Ski racers settling into the start gate for
Alpine World Cup events in the

Rocky Mountains in early December
squinted through sunshine that carried
the temperature toward 50 degrees and
glanced down at a course covered with
pristine — and manufactured — snow.

If they looked up and across the way,
beyond the finish line, they saw adjacent
hills that were brown and barren as can
be, with nary a trace of powder or any
indication that this was a setting for ath-
letes who would be heading to the
Beijing Olympics that begin Feb. 4.

It is a troubling reality and — given
their own reliance on the production of
snow, continent-hopping flights powered
by diesel fuel and other environment-
unfriendly offshoots of their careers —
hard-to-reconcile push-and-pull for
many of those who will be competing in
Alpine skiing or freestyle skiing or
snowboarding or Nordic combined
events or other outdoor sports that
helped put the disappearing "Winter' in
Winter Games.

"Climate change is here. It's happen-
ing. We're living in it right now. It's not
something that's going to be in the dis-
tant future.  It's here. And you see it with
the fires in California, floods in Europe,
higher snow levels, shorter winters,
longer summers, droughts. 

"It runs the whole gamut.

Everywhere in the world is having some
effect from it. And there's not really any
turning back," said Travis Ganong, a 33-
year-old from California going to China
with the U.S. Ski team.

"Selfishly, I hope winters are here in
the future," he said.  "But it's not look-
ing good."  Global warming is altering,
and endangering, his and other sports,
perhaps permanently, and not just at the
elite level. It affects folks who just want
to ski or snowboard for fun and those
who make a living from places offering
such activities.  And, well, everyone on
the planet, of course, because this affects
far more than sports, of course. 

Just one example: In December,
Colorado set a record that stood since the
1880s for most consecutive days without
snow. 
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FITNESS WOES KEEP HETMYER OUT  


