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In a sharp attack on the
Congress, Prime Minister

Narendra Modi on Monday
accused it of believing in the
policy of sowing seeds of divi-
sion and alleged that it has
become the “leader of the
Tukde Tukde gang”.

He said the Opposition
party has lost “the appetite for
power” and it seems it is plan-
ning to be out of power for the
“next 100 years.”

In his reply to the debate to
the Motion of thanks on the
President’s address in the Lok
Sabha, Modi quoted the first
Prime Minister of India
Jawaharlal Nehru and Tamil
poet Subramaniam Bharti to
say that “India’s heritage is
one” and it is a living entity. But
he said the Congress has a habit
to divide and rule.

“The British rule ended in
India long back, but the

Congress adopted their policy
of divide and rule and has now
become the leader of the
‘Tukde Tukde gang’”, he said.

In a speech interspersed
with the Urdu couplets, Modi
blamed the Congress and the
Opposition for instigating
migrant labourers to travel
during the lockdown.

“Maharashtra Government
allowed migrants to go to UP,
Bihar during a pandemic and
spread Covid there,” he said.

Modi’s address was singu-
larly focused on the Congress
which, he said, has been away
from power in several States
like West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh
Bihar, Tamil Nadu and Tripura

for decades. “But even after so
many defeats your ego still does
not go away nor your ecosys-
tem allows you that,” he said.

Citing an urdu couplet he
said: “Vo jab din ko raat Kahen
to turant maan jao, nahin
manoge to wo din main nakaab
oaud lenge, inhen aina maat
dikhao,  wo aina bhi tod
denge…”.

Modi accused the Congress
regimes of reneging on their
promises and being double-
faced. “The Congress was win-
ning elections since 1971 on the
slogan ‘eradicate poverty’.
Poverty didn’t end and people
ousted the Congress,” he said.

Modi again quoted Nehru

to say external factors do affect
price rise, but he said, the
Congress is unmindful of the
effects of the Covid-19 which
is the biggest pandemic of the
last 100 years.

“Had the Congress been in
power today, it would have
blamed Covid for rising infla-
tion and moved ahead,” said the
Prime Minister in his address
which was many a time inter-
rupted by Congress leader
Adhir Ranjan Chowdury.

“Despite Covid, we
ensured inflation did not go out
of control, food inflation
remained below 5 per cent”,
said Modi. He said India had to
face double-digit inflation dur-
ing UPA years but the
Government had then admit-
ted it can’t rein in inflation and
quoted then Finance Minister
P Chidambaram deriding peo-
ple for complaining about the
price rise in wheat and rice
when they don’t hesitate to “eat
ice cream”

He blamed the Congress
for spreading negativity and
making disparaging remarks
against wealth creators in the
country. The PM said,
“Dubbing industrialists as
Covid variants will hurt inter-
ests of Congress”.

Continued on Page 2
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Amid widespread criticism
over its move to field a

PLA soldier involved in the
border clash with Indian sol-
diers at the Galwan Valley in
2020 as a torchbearer for the
Winter Olympics, China said
on Monday that his selection
met the “standards” to pick up
participants for the event and
it should be viewed in an
“objective and rational light”.

China in a provocative
move fielded Qi Fabao, the reg-
imental commander of the
People’s Liberation Army
(PLA), who was injured during
the June 2020 clash in the
Galwan Valley in eastern
Ladakh, as a torchbearer for the
Olympics Games Torch Relay,
which led India to diplomati-
cally boycott the opening cer-
emony of the games on Friday.

In New Delhi, External
Affairs Ministry Spokesperson
Arindam Bagchi had described
the Chinese action of honour-
ing the commander as “regret-
table”.

Top US lawmakers have
also described the Chinese
move as “shameful” and “delib-

erately provocative”. Republican
Senator Jim Risch, a Ranking
Member of the powerful US
Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, also said that the
US will continue to support the
sovereignty of India.

Asked at a media briefing
here on Monday whether field-
ing Qi in the torch relay went
against China’s view that
Olympics should build bridges,
Foreign Ministry spokesman
Zhao Lijian said, “I want to
stress that the torchbearers of
the Beijing Winter Olympics
are broadly representative and
they meet relevant standards”.

“We hope relevant sides
can view it in an objective and
rational light,” he said.

To a follow-up question
whether the move ignored
India’s sensitivities, Zhao said,
“What I want to say is the rel-
evant sides can view the choice
of the torchbearers in objective

and rational light and don’t
read too much into it from a
political perspective”.

On Thursday, MEA
Spokesperson Bagchi said that
China has chosen to “politicise”
an event like the Olympics
and that the Charge d’Affaires
of the Indian embassy in
Beijing will not be attending
the opening and the closing
ceremonies of the Beijing
Winter Games.

Twenty Indian Army per-
sonnel laid down their lives in
the Galwan clashes that marked
the most serious military con-
flicts between India and China
in decades.

In February last year,
China officially acknowledged
that five Chinese military offi-
cers and soldiers were killed in
the Galwan clashes with the
Indian Army though it is wide-
ly believed that the death toll
was higher.

The diplomats of the US,
European Union and several
western countries boycotted
the opening ceremony to high-
light their allegations of human
rights violations against Uygur
Muslims in China’s restive
region of Xinjiang. 
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The Army has launched a big
operation to search and

rescue seven soldiers missing
after an avalanche struck them
in the Kameng sector of
Arunachal Pradesh on Sunday.

The Army said here on
Monday seven personnel “part
of a patrol is reported to have
been struck by an avalanche in
the high-altitude area of the
Kameng sector”.

“Search and rescue opera-
tions are currently underway.
Specialised teams have been
airlifted to assist in rescue
operations,” it said.

The Army said the area
was witnessing inclement
weather with heavy snowfall for
the past few days.

Given the security envi-
ronment at the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) facing China,
and Line of Control (LOC)
with Pakistan in Jammu &
Kashmir, the Army has to con-
stantly patrol the higher reach-
es even during the harsh win-
ter season.

These patrols are fraught
with danger due to weather
conditions, including avalanch-
es in high altitude. In May
2020, two Army soldiers who
were part of a patrol-cum-
snow-clearing party died after

they were caught in an
avalanche in Sikkim.

In February 2020, the
Government informed
Parliament that six Army per-
sonnel had died due to
avalanches and snow-slides in
the Siachen Glacier in 2019,
while 11 others were killed in
similar incidents elsewhere.

All troops inducted into
high-altitude regions are pro-
vided adequate training in
mountain craft, ice craft to sur-
vive in glaciated terrain in
mountains and in coping with
any eventuality like avalanch-
es. They are also trained to
handle medical emergencies.

They are also suitably
equipped to undertake the
operational challenges and use
modern equipment like heli-
copters, unmanned aerial vehi-
cles, snow scooters, avalanche
detectors, and mountain 
clothing.
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Home Minister Amit Shah
on Monday told the Rajya

Sabha that the Government’s
request to Asaduddin Owaisi,
president of the All India
Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen,
to accept Z category security
after a recent attack on his car
in Uttar Pradesh has been
turned down by the Hyderabad
Parliamentarian. 

Shah repeated his offer to
Owaisi and urged him to accept
the security.  

The Union Home Minister
informed the Upper House
that the Government has
received verbal intimation
about Owaisi’s rejection of the
offer.

Later Owisis tweeted,
“Today in Parliament, HM
Amit Shah asked me to accept
Z category security. I want to
say to him that value of my life
is not more than 22 people who
died during CAA protest. I
don’t like people with arms
around me, I’m a free bird,
want to live freely.”

Making a statement in the
Rajya Sabha, Shah said that a
Government assessment has
found that Owaisi still faces
security threat, but the Home
Ministry has been informed
that the Hyderabad MP has
refused to take the CRPF pro-
tection.

Continued on Page 2
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New Delhi: Bhupinder Singh,
alias Honey, the arrested
nephew of Punjab Chief
Minister Charanjit Singh
Channi, has “accepted” that he
received �10 crore cash in lieu
of facilitating sand mining
operations and transfer or post-
ing of officials in the border
State, the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) claimed in a
statement on Monday.

He was taken into custody
by the federal probe agency in
Jalandhar on February 3 as part
of its money laundering inves-
tigation into alleged sand min-
ing operations in Punjab.

Honey is the son of
Channi’s sister-in-law and he is
in ED custody till Tuesday.

The agency had conducted
raids against Honey and others
on January 18 and seized about
�7.9 crore cash from his

premises and another about �2
crore cash from a linked per-
son identified as Sandeep
Kumar.

The agency said in a state-
ment that it has recorded the
statements of Kudratdeep
Singh, Bhupinder Singh
(Honey), Honey’s father
Santokh Singh and Sandeep
Kumar during the searches
and it was “established” that the
seized �10 crore “belonged to
Bhupinder Singh s/o Santokh
Singh.”

“Further, Bhupinder Singh
accepted that he received the
seized cash in lieu of facilitation
in sand mining operations and
transfer/postings of officials,”
the ED claimed.

It said Honey was issued
summons for his personal
appearance before the agency
on February 3 along with some
documents. 

“In response, he appeared
and tendered his statement,
wherein he, inter-alia, stated
that he is involved in the min-
ing related activities, but took
an evasive approach when con-
fronted with incriminating
data,” it said.

Honey, Kudratdeep Singh
and Sandeep Kumar are stated
to be the directors of a com-
pany called Providers Overseas
Consultants Pvt Ltd that was
raided by the ED last month in

poll-bound Punjab.
Single phase assembly polls

will be held in the state on
February 20 and Channi has
been declared as the Congress
chief ministerial candidate by
party leader Rahul Gandhi on
Sunday.

The counting of votes is
slated to be held on March 10
along with four other States.

The money laundering
case was filed by the ED in
November last year after taking
cognisance of a Punjab Police
(Rahon police station, Shaheed
Bhagat Singh (SBS) Nagar)
FIR of 2018 that pressed
charges under various sections
of the IPC and that under the
Mines and Minerals
(Regulation of Development)
Act, 1957 to probe allegations
of illegal sand mining.

Continued on Page 2

��������
������
���
�����
��
������

���
��
��

���������
�������
	������  !


	�� � ! #�3 �72�

The Centre on Monday told
the Supreme Court that

Aadhaar card is not mandato-
ry for registration of Covid-19
vaccination on the CoWIN
portal.

A bench of Justices DY
Chandrachud and Surya Kant
was informed by the Ministry
of Health and Family Welfare
that any one of the nine iden-
tity documents, including pass-
port, driving licence, PAN card,
voter’s Id card and ration card,
can be produced for vaccina-
tion. 

The apex court took note
of the submission and dis-
posed of a plea filed by
Siddharthshankar Sharma,
who claimed that the Aadhaar
card was being mandatorily
insisted upon for administering
Covid-19 vaccination on the
CoWIN portal. 

The SC had on October 1,
2021, issued notice to the
Centre on the PIL. 

Continued on Page 2
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Ahmedabad:A special court is
likely to pronounce its judge-
ment on Tuesday in the case
related to the 2008 Ahmedabad
serial bomb blasts that claimed
56 lives and for which nearly 80
accused were put on trial, a
senior public prosecutor said
on Monday.  

The court had concluded the
trial in the more than 13-year-
old case in September last year.
Senior public prosecutor
Sudhir Brahmbhatt said the
verdict is likely to be pro-
nounced on Tuesday as special
judge AR Patel, who presided
over the trial court, has
resumed work after recovering
from COVID-19. 

The trial court had set
February 1 as the date for the
judgement, but the matter was
deferred to February 8 after the
judge contracted coronavirus
and went into home isolation.
At least 56 people were killed
and over 200 injured in 21
bomb blasts that rocked
Ahmedabad city within a span
of 70 minutes on July 26, 2008. 

The police had claimed peo-
ple associated with the terror

outfit Indian Mujahideen (IM),
a faction of radicals of the
banned Students Islamic
Movement of India (SIMI),
were involved in the blasts. 

It was alleged Indian
Mujahideen (IM) terrorists had
planned and executed these
explosions as a revenge for the
2002 post-Godhra riots in
Gujarat, in which several per-
sons from the minority com-
munity had died. Days after the
serial blasts in Ahmedabad, the
police recovered bombs from
different parts of Surat. 

Following the recovery, 20
FIRs were registered in
Ahmedabad and 15 in Surat.
The trial in the case began in
December 2009 against 78 per-
sons connected to  the Indian
Mujahideen after the court
merged all 35 FIRs. 

The number of accused
came down to 77 after one of
them turned approver. Four
more accused were arrested
later, but their trial has not yet
commenced, a senior govern-
ment lawyer said. Over 1,100
witnesses were examined by the
prosecution. PTI

Guwahati: Assam will with-
draw all COVID-related
restrictions from February 15
as the pandemic situation has
improved with the number of
cases declining, Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma said on
Monday.

School board examina-
tions, municipal elections, by-
elections to the Majuli assem-
bly constituency, and Karbi
Anglong Autonomous Council
(KAAC) polls will be held over
the next two months, Sarma
announced at a press confer-
ence here.

Students appearing for the
board examinations must get
both doses of vaccine, he said.

There will be no night cur-
few, malls and cinema halls will
open with full capacity, and
weddings can be held through
the night but guests must be
double vaccinated, Sarma said.

Wearing masks will be
mandatory at all places, he
added.

Sarma also announced that
his government has decided to
provide Bihu committees a
financial aid of Rs 1.5 lakh to
organise the functions for seven
days so that they do not collect
donations from traders and
businessmen who have suffered
huge losses due to the pan-
demic. 

Rongali Bihu will be cele-
brated in the state without any
restrictions, he said.

"We have decided to pro-
vide financial aid to the Bihu
committees who are organising
functions for more than ten
years to reduce the financial
burden on traders and busi-
nessmen," the chief minister
said.

The deputy commissioners
have prepared a list of such
committees and the aid will be
provided accordingly, he said.

"We want all to celebrate
Bihu in a manner that artists,
organisers and people enjoy
together," Sarma said. PTI
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Apna Dal (Kamerawadi) leader Pallavi Patel
will contest against Deputy Chief Minister

Keshav Prasad Maurya from Sirathu Assembly
seat in Kaushambi. 

She will, however, contest the elections on
the symbol of Samajwadi Party. Pallavi is the
younger sister of Union minister of state and
Apna Dal (Sonelal) leader Anupriya Patel.

Leading a faction opposed to her sister,
Pallavi is supported by her mother Krishna
Patel. 

On Monday, Pallavi reached the SP state
office in Lucknow and took Form B. She will
file her nomination on Tuesday, the last day of
filing of papers.

Former chief minister Akhilesh Yadav's
wife and former MP Dimple Yadav is likely to
accompany Pallavi Patel when she files her
papers.

Earlier, Pallavi Patel had refused to contest
from this seat. Her candidature was announced
by the SP on February 2 but she did not agree
on the seat. However, after talking to the SP
leadership, she agreed to contest from 
Sirathu.

BJP candidate and Deputy Chief Minister
Keshav Prasad Maurya has already filed his
nomination papers for this seat.  Election to
Sirathu assembly seat will be held in the fifth
phase on February 27.
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Senior Congress leader and former chief
minister of Madhya Pradesh, Digvijay

Singh, said that Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath had been trying to divide the
country by raking up communally sensi-
tive matters, Pakistan and other such sen-
sational issues.

He also accused the chief minister of
having no respect for women.

Addressing media persons at the UP
Congress headquarters in Lucknow on
Monday, Singh said “My family has links
with the Nath sect. Whenever I have gone
to Gorakhpur, I have gone to the
Gorakhnath Math (shrine). Guru
Gorakhnath had spread his teachings
regarding social harmony. Yogi Adityanath
forgot about them and started talking
about 80 per cent versus 20 per cent, cre-
mation ground versus graveyard, chacha
jaan, Hindustan versus Pakistan etc. The
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh people
wanted to operate the Indian Constitution
from Manusmriti, hence opposed Dr
Ambedkar. I condemn this."

The Congress veteran further said,
"What Bharatiya Janata Party leaders say
about women is very concerning. Yogi ji
once said that if women acquire the qual-
ities of men, they become demons."

Singh said that he was happy to see the

Congress contesting on all 403 seats as the
state had seen practically no developmental
work in the last 32 years.

"In the last 32 years, successive gov-
ernments in Uttar Pradesh were formed
in the name of only caste and religion. No
party spoke about education, health and
employment. The Congress has been
fighting for these issues. Maximum mal-
nutrition is found in Uttar Pradesh. Most
unemployed people are in Uttar Pradesh.
All vacant posts are lying vacant. You have
seen how students seeking jobs were
beaten up in Prayagraj. Be it Hathras or
Unnao, violence against women is increas-
ing continuously. Only the Congress has
been fighting against atrocities on women,"
he said.

Highlighting the selection of Congress
candidates, Singh said that the party had
decided to give 40 per cent seats to
women under Priyanka Gandhi Vadra.
"Till now candidates for 373 assembly seats
have been declared and out of them, 155
are women. Priyanka’s slogan for women,
'Ladki Hoon Lad Sakti Hoon', has creat-
ed a new atmosphere in the entire coun-
try," he said.

The former MP chief minister also
released a Congress party’s White Paper on
unemployment and said that the country's
economy suffered the most due to the BJP's
decision of demonetisation.
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From Page 1
Congress has become “a

subject of ridicule” as they
tried to mock “our efforts to
promote Make in India and
self-reliance” and reducing
defence imports and deciding
to encourage Indian companies
in this sector which is key to
national security.

“These people have been
disconnected from grassroots,
they’re lost in files; we are
working to change lives of 130
cr Indians,” he said adding
that the country in its 75th year
of Independence is globally

marching ahead with strength
towards “amrit kal”.

Taking a swipe at the
Opposition, the Prime Minister
said it is obsessed with his
name and “can’t live for a
moment without uttering
“Modi”; the Opposition starts
targeting Modi since morning”.

He expressed surprise as to
how could the Opposition,
instead of encouraging and
offering suggestions, say that
“Make it India would fail’.

“For India’s progress, it’s
important to empower small
farmers; they will strengthen
the country’s progress”, he 
said.

Focusing on small farmers,
Modi said, “Those who ruled
the nation for so many years
and used to living in palatial
houses have forgotten to speak
for the small farmer.”

He said despite pandemic
conditions, the Government
ensured the importance and
supply of fertilizers to the
farmers in the country.

He said post-Covid pan-
demic, the world is moving fast
towards a new world order and
India should not miss this
opportunity.

“ ‘Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav’ is perfect time to
think about how India can
play a global leadership role in
coming years”, he 
said

Ahead of his address, the
Prime Minister paid tributes to
singing legend Lata
Mangeshkar saying she capti-
vated the entire country with
her melodious voice and sang
in 36 languages and thus sym-
bolised unity of the 
country.
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From Page 1
In this police FIR, the ED

said, it was mentioned that a
team comprising  officials of
mining department, civil
administration and police
made a surprise check on in
March 2018 based on a com-
plaint received at the Rahon
police station regarding illegal
sand mining. 

“Consequently, it was
found that several mines were
being excavated by various
machines and mining was
being carried out beyond the
designated area,” he 
said. 

“Accordingly, several tip-
pers/trucks, porcelain
machines, JCB machines, etc.
Were captured and seized by
the investigating team. The
seized tipper or trucks were
also found to be overloaded
with sand,” the ED quoted the
police FIR.

The seized weighment
slips having office stamps
had not been issued by the
office concerned and were
forged. Subsequently, the
mining operation at Malikpur
mining site (belonging to
Kudratdeep Singh) and the
approval of weighment slips
were stopped by the team, it
said.As per the FIR, the ED
said, apart from Malikpur,
illegal mining activities were
also carried out at Burjtahl
Das, Barsal, Lalewal, Mandala
and Khosa. PTI
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From Page 1
“Pursuant to this court’s

order dated October 1, 2021,
the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare has filed an
affidavit which records that
Aadhaar card is not mandato-
ry for registration on CoWIN
portal and one of the nine iden-
tity documents can be pro-
duced... It is also recorded in
the affidavit that a provision
has been made for another cat-
egory of persons who may not
have identity cards in their pos-
session like prison inmates,
inmates at mental health insti-

tutions, etc,” the bench said. 
“Counsel for Union sub-

mits that about 87 lakh people
without ID cards have been
vaccinated. The grievance of
the petitioner that he was
denied vaccination for non-
production of Aadhaar card
has also been dealt with in the
affidavit. The Health ministry
addressed a letter to Principal
Secretary, Health in
Maharashtra to take action
against the concerned private
vaccination centre which
denied vaccination to the peti-
tioner despite production of a
valid passport ID. The griev-
ance of the petitioner is duly
met. All concerned authorities
to act in accordance with the
policy of the government,” it
said.
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From Page 1
Reading out a statement,

Shah said, “The MHA has
received a report from the
State Government. 

In the past also, based on
threat assessment by the
Central agencies, the Centre
had issued directions to pro-
vide security to Owaisi. But due
to his reluctance, the Delhi
Police and the Telangana Police
have not been able to provide
security to him. 

The threat to him has been
assessed and based on that, it
has been decided to grant Z

category security to him with
a bulletproof car in Delhi. But,
as per communication from
him received verbally, he has
refused to accept it. I request
him to accept the security
given to him by the Centre,”
Shah said.

Shots were fired at Owaisi’s
car on February 3, 2022, in
Uttar Pradesh following which
two persons were arrested and
arms were recovered. 

A detailed investigation is
being carried out in the case
and the Home Ministry had
sought a report from the State

Government, Shah 
said.

“Through the House, I
would like to request Owaisi ji
to accept the security to address
our concerns about his safety,”
the Minister said.

He also added that the
authorities of the Hapur dis-
trict, where the incident took
place on February 3, had no
prior information about
Owaisi’s movement through
the area.

“Owaisi had no pre-sched-
uled event in Hapur district,
nor was any information about
his movement shared with the
District Control Room before-
hand,” Shah said.

Shah said the incident hap-
pened when Owaisi’s convoy
was crossing the Chhijarsi toll

plaza near Pilkhuwa in Hapur
district around 5.20 pm. At the
time, Owaisi was returning to
Delhi after attending a public
outreach event at Meerut. Shah
said the UP Police, taking
quick action, have arrested two
accused and seized two unau-
thorised pistols and a 
car.

Forensic teams are carrying
out a detailed examination of
the car, the lower portion of
which had three bullet marks,
and the site where the incident
took place, Shah 
said. 

He added that an investi-
gation is underway based on an
FIR lodged under IPC Section
307 and Section 7 of the
Criminal Law Amendment
Act.
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Mangaluru: The hijab-saffron
shawl row in the junior colleges
at Kundapur in Karnataka's
Udupi district continued on
Monday, with students in two
junior colleges trying to defy the
Government order mandating
uniforms stipulated by the State
Government or respective man-
agements of the institutions.

The State education
department had issued the
order on Saturday.

A group of students study-
ing at Venkataramana College
in Kundapur came in a pro-
cession to the college on
Monday wearing saffron
shawls. They were prevented
from entering the premises by
the college principal and the
police personnel present there.

The students said they will

wear the shawls if hijab-wearing
girls were allowed in classes.
They agreed to enter the class-
es removing their shawls only
after the principal assured them
that no hijab-wearing students
will be allowed to enter class-
rooms. 

At the Government PU
College in Kundapur also, the
principal talked to Muslim girl
students who came wearing
hijabs and explained to them the
government's order.As the stu-
dents continued to insist on
wearing the headscarves, they
were asked to go to a separate
room arranged for them.

There was widespread crit-
icism against the way the girls
were made to protest outside the
college gate last week. PTI "
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Kochi: The Kerala High Court
on Monday extended for one
more day its interim order
putting on hold the implemen-
tation of the Centre's bar on
Malayalam news channel
MediaOne's telecast.

Justice N Nagaresh while
extending the interim order also
reserved judgment on the pleas
moved by Madhyamam
Broadcasting Ltd -- which oper-
ates MediaOne -- its employees
and a journalists union chal-
lenging the Centre's decision to

bar telecast of the news channel.
The court said it will pro-

nounce the verdict on Tuesday,
February 8.The Centre, during
the arguments on Monday, con-
tended that a security clearance
once issued cannot continue
forever.Assistant Solicitor
General V Manu also opposed in
the court the pleas moved by the
trade union and the employees,
saying that the issue was between
the central government and the
company.

He contended that the pleas

by the employees and the trade
union were not maintainable.

The central government had
previously told the court that the
Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) denied security clear-
ance to MediaOne over nation-
al security concerns based on
intelligence inputs.The channel,
on the other hand, contended
that MHA clearance was only
required at the time for fresh per-
mission/license and not at the
time of renewal.

It had also contended that,

according to the uplinking and
downlinking guidelines, securi-
ty clearance was only required at
the time of application for fresh
permission and not at the time
of renewal of licence. The Kerala
Union of Working Journalists
(KUWJ), Pramod Raman -- edi-
tor of MediaOne -- and some
employees of the channel, rep-
resented by senior advocate Jaju
Babu, contended before the high
court that hundreds of employ-
ees of the channel will be
deprived of a livelihood. PTI
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Agartala: BJP MLAs Sudip Roy
Barman and Asish Saha on
Monday resigned from the
Tripura Assembly, and also gave
up the membership of their
party.Roy Barman and Saha
met Speaker Ratan Chakraborty
and handed over their resigna-
tion letters in the morning.

"Roy Barman and Saha
called on me and submitted
their resignation letters. I have
asked the Secretary of Tripura
Legislative Assembly to exam-

ine the resignation letters. I will
accept their resignations only if
their letters are as per the para-
meters laid down in the
Business of Conduct of the
assembly," Chakraborty said.

Roy Barman told reporters
at the assembly that they will
travel to New Delhi and finalise
the future course of action
amid speculation that they
might join the Congress on
Tuesday.

"I am relieved after resign-

ing because the BJP-led gov-
ernment has miserably failed to
live up to the expectations.
Democracy has been throttled
in Tripura and no one is allowed
to speak," said Roy Barman, the
former health minister and a
known critic of Chief Minister
Biplab Kumar Deb.

"A 'mukhia' (headman) and
some officers are running an
autocratic government in Tripura
where no one is there to hear the
voice of the people. PTI
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Domestic passengers landing at the
Delhi airport may soon exit from the

new state-of-the-art arrivals terminal at
Terminal 1 (T1), which is now ready and
likely to become operational soon, the air-
port operator, Delhi International Airport
Limited (DIAL) said on Monday.

Earlier, domestic departures opera-
tions were taking place from T1 (D).

According to the DIAL spokesperson,
the work has been carried out as part of
expansion plans and once the entire
expansion work is complete, the total ter-
minal capacity of the airport and airside
capacity will increase to 100 million and
140 million, respectively.

Presently, the terminal capacity of
IGI Airport is 60 million and the airside
capacity is 100 million.

According to GMR Group Dy
Managing Director I Prabhakara Rao,
now the current domestic arrival opera-
tions will move to the newly construct-
ed arrival terminal, which would enable
the airport operator to take up the
demolition of the existing terminal of
arrival, T1C.

He said, the building was the need of
the hour and it will help in enhancing the

operational efficiency of the airport.
Currently, IndiGo and SpiceJet airlines
have their domestic operations from
Terminal 1. 

Once completed, the new Terminal
1 would have integrated arrival and
departure terminals, a pier building
comprising 22 contact stands, and a new
node building housing retail as well as
F&B outlets.

T 1’s new arrival terminal has a huge
space between baggage belts for ease of
movement as well as a state-of-the-art
meet and greet gallery, among other facil-
ities.

The terminal is expected to offer a
distinctive experience to flyers.

Phase 3A will help IGI airport to
become future-ready, as the terminal
capacity of Delhi Airport will increase to
100 MPPA while airside capacity will rise
to 140 MPPA.

As part of the overall development
plan under Phase 3A, DIAL will devel-
op the IGI airport’s fourth runway, dual
elevated Eastern Cross Taxiways to link
the northern and southern airfields,
landside developments for connectivity
and circulation improvements as well as
modification works of T 3, among oth-
ers.
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Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
National Convenor

Arvind Kejriwal announced
AAP’s 10 point agenda while
calling for Uttarakhand
Navnirman on Monday.

The AAP leader said that
corruption is the biggest woe of
Uttarakhand. "The BJP and
Congress Governments have
together ransacked the state.
Only the AAP can put an end
to corruption. We have proved
our potential with AAP’s ‘Delhi
Model’; no other party in this
country can boast of such a
progressive development
model," he added.

"Uttarakhand owes sixty
thousand crores in debt. The
politicians have looted every
penny this state had. BJP-
Congress have done nothing
but to protect each other so
they could fill their vaults.
Uttarakhand today needs an
honest party to lead the state

and only the AAP is an honest
option in India today," he
added.

The AAP Government will
provide employment and equal
opportunities to every youth
without any bribery or cor-
ruption, he said, adding that it
will also provide 5,000 as
unemployment allowance
every month as well as 1,000
rupees to every woman per
month.

"Uttarakhand will get free
electricity supply 24x7 just like
Delhi does. We will provide
free education and healthcare
to all. AAP will develop
Uttarakhand as the spiritual
capital of Hindus across the
world and will offer a free tirth
yatra to everyone. 
We will directly employ retired
army personnel in the
Uttarakhand Government and
bolster the Uttarakhand
Navnirman with them. If any
police or armed forces per-
sonnel martyrs while protect-
ing the country, AAP will pro-

vide �1 Crore to their family as
a Samman Rashi," he 
added.

AAP National Convenor
said, “It has been 21 years
since the conception of the state
of Uttarakhand – where the
Congress ruled for some 10
years, and the BJP for 11 years.
Today the state of distress that
Uttarakhand faces is due to the
flagrant misgovernance and
incompetence of these two
parties. Over the past 21 years,
the people of Uttarakhand have
witnessed nothing but corrup-
tion – plaguing every depart-
ment in their respective gov-
ernments."

Talking about Delhi, he
said "We built a large number
of Mohalla Clinics. Previously,
there were frequent power out-
ages in Delhi, but now power
is available 24x7 and the elec-
tricity bills amount to zero. This
way the Aam Aadmi 
Party has brought prosperity to
the state of Delhi on all 
fronts.”

New Delhi: The maximum temperature
in the national Capital on Monday set-
tled at 26.1 degrees Celsius, three
notches above the season's average, the
India Meteorological Department said.

Delhiites woke up to a pleasant
Monday morning with the minimum
temperature settling at 8.8 degrees
Celsius. 

According to the Safdarjung obser-
vatory, which provides representative
data for the city, the relative humidity
was 59 per cent at 5:30 pm.
The weather office has predicted part-
ly cloudy sky with mist and shallow fog
on Tuesday morning with a possibility
of very light rain and drizzle towards the
night.  Also, the maximum and mini-
mum temperatures are expected to be
around 27 and 11 degrees Celsius,
respectively. It has also predict-
ed rain or thundershowers with strong
gusty winds on Wednesday.

On Sunday, the maximum tem-
perature in the city was recorded at 24.2
degrees Celsius, one notch above the
season's average and the minimum tem-

perature settled at 5.4 degrees Celsius,
four notches below normal. 
Delhi's air quality was recorded in the
'poor' category. The air quality index
(AQI) at around 6 pm read 251, accord-
ing to the Central Pollution Control
Board data. T h e
AQI in Faridabad stood at 302,
Ghaziabad 301, Greater Noida 198,
Gurgaon 253 and Noida 220. 

An AQI between zero and 50 is
considered good, 51 and 100 satisfac-
tory, 101 and 200 moderate, 201 and
300 poor, 301 and 400 very poor, and
401 and 500 severe. 
On Thursday, Delhi saw its maximum
temperature go down by eight notches
to 14.4 degrees Celsius, the coldest for
the month of February in 19 years. 

On February 1, 2003, the national
capital had recorded a high of 14.3
degrees Celsius. PTI 
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To strengthen and upgrade
the civic services, East Delhi

Municipal Corporation
(EDMC) has planned to out-
source 50 public conveniences at
specified locations in its area for
conversion into smart toilets
with advertisement rights and
commercial space in limited
areas at the toilets on "design,
built, operate and transfer"
(DBOT) basis.

A senior EDMC official
said that the public toilets will be
operated, managed and main-
tained on “Free User Charge
Basis” only for a period of 10
years. 

EDMC Commissioner
Vikas Anand said that the East
Corporation has invited the
proposal based on 'Public Private

Partnership' (PPP) mode to
convert 50 toilets into smart toi-
lets in the area. 

"The agency will be given 35
square feet of space with each
toilet for commercial use, along
with the right to display adver-
tisements on that toilet," he
said. Anand also informed that
earlier the corporation had
called for tenders by fixing at
least license fee of Rs 10 lakh per
month, but no agency had
applied. 

“Subsequently, the license
fee was reduced from �10 lakh
to �8 lakh. Yet neither party
showed any interest in the pro-
posal. Therefore, it has now been
decided that the decision of pay-
ment of minimum license fee
should now be left to the inter-
ested party and tenders are
being called again,” he added.
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Afire broke out at the house
on the fourth floor of a

building in Punjabi Basti area
of north Delhi on Monday
morning. Officials suspect
short-circut as a reason behind
the incident.

According to Atul Garg,
the Director, Delhi Fire Service
(DFS), the fire department
said they received a call about
the fire at 10.32 am after which
three fire tenders were rushed
to the spot.

"The fire was brought
under control by 11.35 am. Fire
was in domestic articles on
fourth floor and rooftop  of a
house and also rooftop of adja-
cent house," said Garg. 

"A PCR call at 10.36 was
received at  Subzi Mandi police
station. Our staff reached at the
spot where there was fire on
fourth floor of the house near

Mother Dairy, Punjabi
Basti. 

The fire brigade also
reached at the spot. Nobody
was there on the fourth floor
during the fire. The fire has
been extinguished. No loss of
life. Three fire brigades, elec-
tricity department, traffic
police, ambulance reached the
spot to control the fire. Further
investigation is going on," said
Sagar Singh Kalsi, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), North district.  

According to fire depart-
ment, a fire had also broken out
in the courtroom of addition-
al sessions judge at the
Karkardooma court here in the
early hours of Sunday.

No one was injured in the
fire. The firefighting system of
the court was not working at
the time of the incident and
short-circut was suspected to
be the reason. 
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Delhi Police has arrested an 18-year-old
youth while a juvenile has been

apprehended for allegedly stabbing an auto
mechanic to death in Northwest Delhi's
Mahendra Park area.  The victim has been
identified as Dharmender Verma, a per-
manent resident of Dehradun was resid-
ing in RU Nagar, Mahendra Park.

Police claimed that the accused were
inspired by gangsters’ movies and wanted
to earn easy money by robbing people, as
their families were under debt.   

According to Usha Rangnani, the
Deputy Commissioner of Police (DCP),
Northwest district, with the apprehension
of an accused along with a juvenile, a team
of Mahendra Park police station have
solved a blind murder case within 24 hours
of it being registered and recovered the
weapon - a dagger used in committing the
crime which was purchased online. 

"During patrolling on Saturday around
9 pm, our team noticed a person with a
stab injury in the abdomen near Red Light
Jahangirpuri Metro Station. He was rushed

to the hospital immediately where he died
during the treatment," she said.

He told the police that two unknown
persons intervened him near RU Nagar
Gate, service road Jahangirpuri when he
was returning home and they quarrelled
as there was a slight collision with him, she
added. As the quarrel got intense, one of
them caught him, from behind and other
one stabbed him in the upper abdomen
and fled away from the spot, the DCP said.

"The case was registered and an inves-
tigation was taken up. Several teams were
constituted and during the course of the
investigation, several CCTV cameras of all
possible entries and exits towards the spot
of the incident were thoroughly ana-
lyzed," she said.

After analyzing numerous CCTV
cameras, the incident was found captured
in one of the CCTV footage wherein two
persons were seen scuffling with the
deceased and their entry and exit routes
were established, police said.

Based on the inputs, technical sur-
veillance and collected local intelligence,
the team raided several locations as they

were frequently changing their locations
and hiding from police to evade their
apprehension, police said.

After several attempts, the police
apprehended two persons. The accused
was identified as Deendayal and other
another was later found out to be a juve-
nile, she said.

During interrogation, they confessed
that they collided with the victim and dur-
ing quarrel, victim slapped one of them
and asked to walk properly, which annoyed
them so much that they wanted to teach
a lesson to him and therefore, stabbed the
victim with a ‘dagger’ and thereafter they
fled away from the spot, the officer said.

The weapon of offence- a dagger was
recovered, police said.

"The accused revealed that they were
very much influenced by the lifestyle of big
gangsters as shown in gangster movies and
web series. Their families were under debt
and in order to earn easy money, they
planned to rob people, for which they also
ordered a dagger online and started roam-
ing in the area to commit robberies," the
DCP said. 

Gurugram: Self-styled jailed
godman and Dera Sacha Sauda
chief Gurmeet Ram Rahim
Singh, who is undergoing a 20-
year sentence for raping his two
disciples, was brought to
Aashram located in the South
City of Gurugram amidst tight
security. For security purpos-
es Joint Commissioner of the
Gurugram Police, DCP East,
ACP Sadar have inspected the
Aashram.

Gurmeet Ram Rahim, who
has been lodged in Rohtak
Sunaria Jail since August 2017,
has been granted 21 days fur-
lough by the government. Ram
Rahim will be under police
supervision at Gurugram
Aashram. Ram Rahim was
taken from Rohtak 
Sunaria jail to Gurugram Dera
under heavy police 
protection.

Only after the information
of Ram Rahim's arrival in
Gurugram, more than 300
policemen were deployed out-
side the ashram located in

South City-2 and around 100
jawans will be on duty in 8-
hour shifts.

A senior police official said
the Quick Response Team
(QRT) will be stationed outside

the camp throughout as secu-
rity of Ram Rahim. 

However, Ram Rahim had
come to Gurugram on parole
12 hours earlier to meet his
mother.

Gurugram: A lawyer has allegedly committed
suicide at her rented accommodation in the
Sector 108 area of Gurugram. 

In a suicide note, the 34-year-old Preeti
Jaiswal a resident of Kota, Rajasthan has
blamed her partner Vijay Rana for mental and
physical harassment which forced her to take
the extreme step, the police said.

The police have recovered a suicide note
from the woman's room wherein she has
accused the man of physical and mental
harassment. 

The victims family told the police that she
was married and was residing with the accused
of 6-7 months in a society located in
Gurugram's sector-108.

The complainant Karuna Bhaskar told the
police that the accused used to harassed her
physically and mentally but on Saturday she
took the extreme step.

Police said the accused was known to the
victim for 6-7 months. A team of policemen
rushed to the victim's house on Sunday morn-
ing after receiving information that a woman
had allegedly committed suicide. 

The woman was immediately rushed to the
hospital where she was declared brought dead.

The suspect has been booked under section
306 (abetment to suicide) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) on a complaint from the woman's
sister-in-law. SR

�
������	
�
���� ! #�3 �72

The Delhi schools in the
national Capital reopened

on Monday, welcoming stu-
dents after a gap of more than
a month. Delhi Government
has ordered reopening the
schools for classes 9-12 after
DDMA’s order following a dip
in the daily cases of coron-
avirus.

“Happy to see children
back in school again. They were
also unhappy. I pray that the
need to close schools does not
arise again,” Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
tweeted.

“Government is on a high
alert mode regarding the health
of children; schools will have to
strictly follow Covid protocols
and norms of social distancing,”
Education Minister, Manish
Sisodia said while interacting
with students.

While students were very
excited to meet their friends
after a long time  many activ-
ities are being organised at
schools, so that students are

able to move from online mode
of learning to offline mode of
learning without any prob-
lems.

Sisodia met with students
and visited schools to ensure
Covid appropriate behavior is
being followed. “There has
been a lot of damage to the
education of children; we are

concerned about the health of
our children as well as their
education. If schools are not
opened now, a whole genera-
tion will move forward with a
knowledge gap; Of course,
online classes helped us con-
tinue the education of our
children during the pandemic,
but online mode of learning

can never be a replacement for
offline mode of learning. He
said that we are in alert mode.
It will be ensured that all
schools follow Covid protocols
and social distancing norms
strictly,” Sisodia
said.

“It is expected that after
reopening of the schools, our

teachers and parents will work
together to reduce the learning
gap. There has been a very
good response on the first day,
which shows that parents are
confident about sending their
children to school. For the
convenience of students we
have decided to continue the
classes in a hybrid model for
now,” he added. From February
14, schools will also reopen for
classes Nursery to 8.

Meanwhile, in another
week, schools will prepare for
the opening of schools for
junior classes as well.

According to the Delhi
Government, all teachers of
Government schools have been
jabbed and more than 95 % of
the children of 15-18 years have
also been vaccinated.

Meanwhile Sisodia added
that during Covid induced
school closure, ‘Happiness
Curriculum’ did the work of
vaccines to de-stress and keep
children happy. Children kept
themselves and their family
members free from stress
through mindfulness.
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A5-foot-long Black-headed Royal
snake, sighted in the Mandawali

Police Station premises was  rescued
by the Wildlife SOS Rapid Response
Unit. In another incident, the NGO
rescued a four-foot-long Checkered
keelback snake from a house in
Gandhi Vihar. Both snakes are cur-
rently under observation and will soon
be released back into the wild.

Officials at the Mandawali Fire
Station had a ‘hiss-terical’ start to their
day after a snake was sighted in the
premises. Taking quick action, the
authorities immediately contacted the
Wildlife SOS team. The NGO
deployed a team of two trained snake
rescuers to carry out the rescue oper-
ation.

Identified as a Black-headed Royal
snake, the reptile was carefully trans-
ferred into a snake bag and is currently
under observation.Wasim Akram,
Deputy Director-Special Projects for
Wildlife SOS, said, “The Black-head-
ed royal snake is a non-venomous
species and they can be easily identi-
fied by the distinct black colouring on

their head, and the dark speckles on
their bodies. We are thankful to the
officers at the Mandawali Fire Station
for acting out of compassion for the
snake and immediately alerting the
Wildlife SOS helpline.”

In another incident, a family
residing in Gandhi Vihar were
shocked to find a snake nestled inside
their water pump motor. A closer look
at the snake confirmed that it was a
Checkered keelback (Fowlea piscator),
also known as the Asiatic water 
snake. 

The Wildlife SOS team worked
meticulously and carefully to ensure
that the snake experienced minimum
stress while being extricated.

Kartick Satyanarayan, CEO and
Co-founder of Wildlife SOS, said,
“Though non-venomous, keelbacks
turn aggressive when threatened, and
may bite in retaliation or self-defence.
Caution needs to be maintained while
carrying out such rescue operations.
Owing to their offensive nature, they
are also often mistaken to be cobras
and are met with hostility. Our rescue
team holds great expertise in carrying
out such rescues.”
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The Centre has accorded
sanction to the CBI to pro-

ceed with the prosecution of
former Ambassador to Sudan
Deepak Vohra and Under
Secretary Ajoy Ganguly in a
case related to alleged financial
bungling in Indian diplomatic
missions there.

The agency had sought
sanction from the government
following directions of a special
court here which has rejected
two closure reports filed by the
agency against Ganguly, who
was accused of corruption dur-
ing his tenure as the Consul
General of India at Juba, South
Sudan from October, 2007 to
May 6, 2009.

"There is sufficient mater-
ial on record which discloses
the commission of aforesaid
offence by the above-named
two officials (Vohra and
Ganguly) in conspiracy with
Ravindra Prakash," the court
had said in March last year
while rejecting the second clo-
sure report filed by the CBI.

The court had directed the
CBI to get sanction to prose-
cute Ganguly for criminal con-
spiracy (120-B IPC) and fraud-

ulently using forged docu-
ments as genuine (471 IPC)
and provisions of the
Prevention of Corruption (PC)
Act.

It had directed to seek
sanction for Vohra to be pros-
ecuted under Section 108 IPC
(Abettor) and relevant provi-
sions of the Prevention of
Corruption Act.

“The government had
accorded sanction to the CBI to
prosecute the former officials,”
an agency official said.

The CBI had initiated the
probe against Ganguly and
Indian national Prakash based
in Juba in 2011 on the com-
plaint of the Vigilance
Department of the External

Affairs Ministry.
Ganguly was accused of

misappropriating $10,033.79
(over Rs 7 lakh as per present
exchange rates) and Sudanese
Pound SDG 235, submitting
false Tour Allowance (TA)
bills, purchasing diesel at a
higher rate than market; pay-
ment of agency charges for hir-
ing office of the Indian
Consulate to a fictitious per-
son/agent, hiring of Consulate
premises at a higher rate, hir-
ing of private car despite avail-
ability of official car among
others.

Prakash had allegedly con-
nived and conspired with
Ganguly to embezzle the funds
of the Indian Government.

	�
�������������������
! #�3 �72�

Both the Houses of
Parliament on Monday

paid rich tributes to Bollywood
singing legend and ‘Bharat
Ratna’ Lata Mangeshkar with
Rajya Sabha Chairman M
Venkaiah Naidu describing the
country's "Nightingale and
melody queen" as one who cap-
tured "every mood, moment
and journey" of India during
several decades of her illustri-
ous career.

In the Lok Sabha, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi also
paid tribute to Lata
Mangeshkar, saying that "she
unified the nation through her
music."

Soon after the Upper
House assembled at 10 AM,
Chairman M Venkaiah Naidu
expressed sorrow at the passing
away of Lata Mangeshkar. Her
singing prowess has been as
diverse as our country, he said.

In the Lok Sabha too, soon
after the House met at 4 PM,
Speaker Om Birla read out the

obituary message for Lata
Mangeshkar and then
adjourned the proceedings for
an hour. Birla also recalled her
singing ‘Sare Jahan Se Acha’ in
Central Hall during the gold-
en jubilee celebrations of
Indian independence in 1997.

"Lata ji knitted our nation
by representing us collectively
and each one of us in our sin-
gularity. Besides defining the
golden standard of playback
singing through thousands of
her melodious songs in many
languages, she captured every
mood, moment and journey of
our nation for over seven
decades,’’ the Rajya Sabha
chairman said.

"Her distinguished and
long career ran parallel to that
of free India over the last 75
years, capturing the trials and
tribulations of the times. India
is struck silent with her pass-
ing away in the 75th year of
Independence," the RS
Chairman said.

Naidu also said that she
was a great philanthropist and
founded the Lata Mangeshkar
Medical Foundation, a public
charitable trust which con-
tributes towards the medical
expenses of needy patients
irrespective of caste, creed and
religion. 

She also started Master
Deenanath Mangeshkar Smruti

Pratishthan, which provides
assistance to students and con-
tributes to the welfare of senior
citizens, he added. Lataji also
served as a Nominated
Member of this House from
November 1999 to November
2005, he said.

Describing her contribu-
tion to the field of music,
Naidu said that she recorded
over 25,000 songs and she cap-
tured every mood and journey
of our country for over seven
decades.

She was bestowed with
several awards like Padma
Bhushan in 1999, Rajiv Gandhi
Award in 1997, Bharat Ratna in
2001 apart from many other
awards for her songs. She was
also awarded the Dada Saheb
Phalke award in 1989.

The Members of the
House, of which she was a
nominated member, stood in
silence for a while in respect to
the departed soul and the pro-
ceedings of the House were
adjourned by the Chairman.

The Central government
announced two days of state
mourning during which the
National Flag will be flown at
half-mast throughout India.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
was among those who paid
their last respects to the music
icon at Shivaji Park Sunday
evening.
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The ED on Monday said it
has secured police custody

of Bhupinder Singh alias
Honey, nephew of Punjab CM
Charanjit Singh Channi, till
Tuesday in a money laundering
case connected to illegal sand
mining.

“ED has arrested
Bhupinder Singh S/o Santokh
Singh under PMLA,2002 in a
case connected with illegal
sand mining. Court has grant-
ed ED custody of accused till
08.02.2022,” the agency said in
a tweet.

Honey was arrested under
the provisions of the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) late
on Thursday night after sever-
al hours of questioning at the
agency's office in Jalandhar.

During the questioning,
he was evasive in his replies,
leading to his arrest. The ED
then produced him before the
relevant PMLA court on Friday
that granted him to ED custody

till Tuesday.
Honey is the son of

Channi's sister-in-law.
On January 18, the agency

had searched his premises and
claimed to have seized about Rs
8 crore in cash and "incrimi-
nating" documents. Properties
of a few others linked to the
case were also searched, they
said.

Following the searches in
January, the agency had recov-
ered over Rs 10 crore in cash
and several documents, of
which Rs 8 crore and most of
the papers were seized from
premises linked to Honey
alone.

About Rs 2 crore cash was
seized from the premises linked
to a person identified as
Sandeep Kumar.

The ED filed a criminal
case under PMLA in this case
in November.

The case is based on a 2018
FIR at the Shaheed Bhagat
Singh (SBS) Nagar police sta-
tion that pressed charges under
the Indian Penal Code and
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has pro-

visionally attached movable
property valued at Rs 21.11
lakh of Chennai-based Cranio
Facial Clinic Pvt. Ltd. under
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) in a
bribery scam relating to grant
of permission accorded by the
Dental Council of India to
start various dental colleges.
The ED had initiated money
laundering investigation on
the basis of an FIR registered by
ACB, CBI, Chennai against Dr
S Murukesan, a leading Dentist
and others.

Mines and Minerals
(Regulation of Development)
Act, 1957.
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Distancing itself from a news
report in Russia describing

the Kashmir issue as another
Palestine in the making, the
Russian government has rub-
bished it and said the issue is a
bilateral matter between India
and Pakistan.

The official reaction came
after Redfish digital media out-
let some days back tweeted a
trailer of a new documentary
on Kashmir and carried a line
mentioning the allegation.
The Redfish media has been
categorised on Twitter as a
"Russia state-affiliated media".

"The Russian official posi-
tion on the issue of Kashmir
and Russia's principled stance
on non-interference in bilater-
al disputes remain unchanged,"
the Russian embassy said in a
statement.

"The solution should be
found between India and
Pakistan only, and it should be
based on the achieved agree-
ments, including the Simla
Agreement of 1972 and the
Lahore Declaration of 1999," it
said. The embassy also said the
"misleading label of the chan-
nel" on Twitter as 'Russia state-
affiliated media' does not make
it automatically related to any
state support.

"The channel functions
independently with regard to
its editorial policy. However, it
is hoped that the complexity
and historical background of
this and other regional issues
will be given due understand-
ing and balanced approach,
which is expected from any
professional media," the
embassy said.  Redfish
described itself as a multi-
award-winning digital content
creator on its website.
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The appointment of
Santishree Dhulipudi

Pandit as the first lady vice-
chancellor of the prestigious
Jawaharlal Nehru University
(JNU) by the Ministry of
Education on Monday drew
controversy over her old social
media posts with certain oppo-
sition leaders and other stake-
holders criticising the move. 

“President Ram Nath
Kovind, who is Visitor to the
University, has approved the
appointment of Santishree
Dhulipudi Pandit as JNU Vice-
Chancellor. Her appointment
is for a period of five years,” a
senior MoE official said.

M Jagadesh Kumar, who
was holding the charge of act-
ing VC at JNU after his five-
year term ended last year, was
last week appointed as the
chairman of the UGC.

Santishree Dhulipudi
Pandit is an alumna of JNU
where she pursued her MPhil
as well as PhD in International
Relations. Pandit began her
teaching career at Goa
University in 1988 and moved
to Pune University in 1993. She

has held administrative posi-
tions in various academic bod-
ies. She has also been a mem-
ber of the University Grants
Commission (UGC), the
Indian Council of Social
Science Research (ICSSR), and
the Visitor’s nominee to central
universities.

Social media surfaced with
Pandits’s old twitter posts
which includes her criticism on
the protesting farmers,
Christianity, Nathuram 
Godse, 

Posts at the account under
the name ‘Dr. Santishree
Dhulipudi Pandit  ’ call protest-
ing farmers “parasites”;
retweeted a tweet claiming
that MK Gandhi’s last words
being “He Ram!" is a “myth”;
and describe anti-BJP students
and teachers, at the university
Pandit has been picked to
lead, as “losers at JNU”, said the
twitter from various handles. 

Santishree Pandit alleged-
ly also called for a ban on the
funding towards the universi-
ties of Jamia Millia Islamia and
St Stephens as the students
protested against the uncon-
stitutional Citizenship
(Amendment) Act and

National Register of Citizens
(NRC).

Saket Gokhale, National
Spokesperson-All India
Trinamool Congress, reshared
a tweet by the vice-chancellor
from last year, in which she
had referred to Indian
Christians as 'rice bag con-
verts'. 

"The new Vice-Chancellor
of JNU refers to Christians as
'rice bag converts'. She will now
head one of India’s elite liber-
al arts universities Education
Min should clarify if that’s
how Christian students at JNU
are going to be treated & if this
is Indian govt policy," Gokhale
wrote on Twitter. 

CPI leader Kavita
Krishnan also reshared tweets
in which Pandit had called stu-
dent bodies 'extremist Naxal
groups' and 'losers from JNU'. 

"The Modi regime’s new
JNU VC has a twitter feed full
of unhinged Hindu-suprema-
cist bile against educational
institutions founded by
Muslims or Christians, &
against India’s farmers, plus it’s
full of #Covidconspiracy the-
ories. She actively hates JNU,"
Krishnan tweeted.
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The Opposition on Monday
lashed out at the

Government for "fomenting
social divide in the country,
failing to provide jobs and
unable to secure the border
with China".  The treasury,
however, said the nation was on
the "path of rapid progress".

Participating in the debate
of motion of thanks to the
President’s Address, Congress
leader Anand Sharma said the
document did not mention
anything about national secu-
rity.  Sharma said more than
one lakh troops from India and
China were facing each other
in Ladakh but the government
was yet to apprise Parliament
about the situation there.

He said during the height
of the 1962 conflict with China,
Parliament discussed the situ-
ation there with then MP Atal
Bihari Vajpayee taking part in
it. Sharma also criticised the
move to subsume the flame at
Amar Jawan Jyoti into the eter-
nal flame at National War
Memorial.

The senior Congress leader
also urged the ruling combine
to stop deriding the previous
governments and said they
had set up institutions like the
Indian Institute of Technology
and Bhakra Nangal dam.

Sharma also expressed
concern over the rising trend of
hate speeches and urged Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to
take note of them.  Modi will

reply to the President’s Address
on Tuesday in the Rajya Sabha.

Former prime minister and
JDS leader H D Devegowda
raised concerns over the
"decline" in the overall alloca-
tion for agriculture in the
Budget and said it has disap-
pointed those expecting an
increase in the outlay for the
sector.

Devegowda claimed an
appeal to remove GST from all
farm inputs was left unheard.
The subsidy on food and petro-
leum products was decreased
which would impact the cost of
cultivation and cost inputs, he
said, adding the budget alloca-
tion for agriculture and allied
sectors has disappointed all
those who were expecting an
increased outlay.

Prakash Javadeka(BJP)said
it was "strange" that those who
allegedly issued orders of firing
on devotees of Lord Ram were
today claiming that they will
build the Ram Temple faster.

It was in an apparent ref-
erence to the firing on kar
sewaks in Ayodhya during the
Mulayam Singh Yadav gov-

ernment.
Referring to Ram Setu,

Javadekar claimed that (those
part of) the party whose gov-
ernment gave an affidavit in
court that Lord Ram was a fic-
tional character is now saying
they will build the Ram Temple
quickly.

On Covaxin, Javadekar
said some people called the
COVID-19 vaccine the ''BJP's
vaccine" and refused to take it
but when Prime Minister
Narendra Modi took Covaxin
it silenced all the critics glob-
ally. Referring to Congress
leader Digvijaya Singh's speech,
Javadekar said he claimed that
subsidies have been reduced in
the present regime when in fact
the theft of subsidy has been
plugged by the government.

Participating in the debate,
while Minister for State for
Social Justice and
Empowerment Ramdas
Athawale said that the country
has progressed under the lead-
ership of Prime Minister Modi,
Rakesh Sinha (BJP Nominated)
accused the Congress of being
soft towards China.
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The stand-off between
Governor RN Ravi and

THE Tamil Nadu Government
has deteriorated to almost a
point of no return with the
former sending back to the
Legislative Assembly the  Bill
enacted by the DMK
Government scrapping the
National Eligibility-cum-
Entrance Test (NEET) for
admission to undergraduate
medical courses in the State,
according to seasoned political
observers. 

The DMK’s mouthpiece
Murasoli has been waging a
war against the Governor lam-
pooning and ridiculing him
and this has played a significant
role in the worsening of the ties
between Raj Bhavan and Fort
Saint George (Tamil Nadu’s
seat of power).     

“Though the NEET was
introduced by the UPA
Government during the tenure
of Manmohan Singh as Prime
Minister, the DMK and its
leaders kept quiet at that time”,
pointed out Kolahala
Srenivasan, political commen-
tator and writer based in
Chennai. He said that it was a
Constitution bench of the
Supreme Court which ordered
NEET should be the screening
test for admission to all under-
graduate medical courses in the
country. “Is it possible for the

Governor or the President to
negate the apex court verdict,”
asked Srenivasan.

Meanwhile, Chief Minister
M K Stalin while addressing
rallies across the State on
Monday claimed that it was BJP
which imposed the NEET
across the country. “Education
has been denied to people for
centuries. They have had access
to education in the last few
decades as a result of many
struggles. NEET is a new ver-
sion of the conspiracy to deny
education to people because of
their status. We will resend the
Bill back to the Governor,”
said Stalin on the eve  of the
special session of the Assembly
which has been convened to
send the Bill again to the
Governor.

Constitutional experts are
of the view that Tamil Nadu
Government would not get
any breakthrough when it
sends the Bill back to the
Governor. “ The Governor has
no pocket veto (power to
approve or disapprove) the
Bill. He can reserve the Bill for
the consideration of the
President or sit over it further
for a long period,” Dr Sonia K
Das, constitutional expert who
heads the Department of
Constitutional Studies in
Government Law College,
Thrissur, told The Pioneer.

According to Dr Das, the
Governor can also reserve the

Billif it is of following nature:
1) If the Bill is against the pro-
visions of the Constitution. 2)
If the Bill is opposed to the
Directive Principles of State
Policy. 3) If the Bill is against
the larger interest of the coun-
try. 4) if the Bill is of grave
national importance and 5) if
it deals with compulsory acqui-
sition of property. “Unlike the
President, the Governor of  a
State does not enjoy pocket
veto. The Governor neither
ratifies nor rejects or returns
the Bill, but simply keeps the
Bill pending for an indefinite
period,” said Prof Das.

Governor Ravi had said in
the Republic Day Message to
the people of the State that
before the introduction of
NEET, the share of students
from Government run schools
in the seats at Government
Medical Colleges was hardly
one percent. “ Thanks to the
affirmative action of 7.5 per
cent reservation for NEET
qualified Government school
students, the number has
improved significantly”, he had
said. The Governor had further
opined that there was an urgent
need to improve the quality of
education at the Government
schools in Tamil Nadu.  

Tamil Nadu is the only
State which has been demand-
ing the scrapping of NEET
while the remaining States
have welcomed the move.
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Guwahati: Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma

on Monday said that 762
Personal Security Officers
(PSOs) who were attached to
politicians and important per-
sonalities in the State have
been withdrawn in the recent
past.

On the advice of the
Security Advisory Committee,
set up to review threat percep-

tions, people belonging to dif-
ferent political parties and oth-
ers have given up their PSOs
without objection, Sarma said
while addressing mediaper-
sons here.

A total of around 2,000
PSOs are expected to be with-
drawn in the days to come, and
“this will help us in getting two

new battalions”, he said.
The chief minister told

mediapersons after a cabinet
meeting on January 1 that his
government took a decision to
bring in a new policy for
deployment of PSOs in the
state, and their services would
no longer be a "status symbol".

The security advisory com-

mittee would review the allot-
ment of PSOs except for those
in constitutional posts or in
positions which require cover,
he had said.

Four battalions of the
Assam Police, comprising 4,240
personnel, were earlier engaged
as PSOs, with half of them
allotted to politicians. PTI
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To facilitate investments in
Jammu and Kashmir,

Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha Monday launched the J
& K Single Window Clearance
System  integrated with the
National Single Window sys-
tem. With this J&K has become
the first UT to be integrated
with the National Single
Window System. Now global
investors can apply for all their
business approvals in J&K
through the National Single
Window system. As many as
130 industrial services have
been made online on a single
window system & more than
160 services would be inte-
grated this year.

The Lt Governor reit-
erated Government’s commit-
ment to strengthen the indus-
trial ecosystem in a manner
that the benefits percolate to all
sections of our society in
Jammu & Kashmir. J&K Single
Window Clearance System is a
historic move by the UT
Government to facilitate invest-
ments in J&K.  We are ensur-
ing ‘Ease of Doing Business’ &
‘Ease of Living’ through mini-

mum regulatory compliance
burden, the Lt Governor said
during the launch ceremony at
Raj Bhawan.

Referring to the industrial
reforms in J&K, the Lt
Governor said that in the last
one year, since the launch of the
new Industrial development
scheme, our policies have
evolved to make Jammu &
Kashmir more competitive and
lucrative for industries and
service enterprises.

“These reforms have
helped us receive investment
proposals worth Rs.70,000
Crore in different sectors with-
in a year,” he added.

After years of poor perfor-
mance in industrialization,
Jammu & Kashmir is at a new
stage in its development tra-
jectory.  Focused attention is
being given to the growth of
dynamic sectors including real
estate, horticulture and tourism
so as to create increased
employment opportunities,
said the Lt Governor. The Lt
Governor observed that the
J&K Government is taking
reformative measures for link-
ing Jammu & Kashmir into a
web of partnership with the

domestic and foreign compa-
nies and ensuring global best
practices in our regulatory
institutions and systems.

We are strengthening
J&K’s power & road infra-
structure, improving connec-
tivity and law & order situation.
We have launched a massive
program costing about Rs. One
Lakh Crore to upgrade our
infrastructure,” the Lt Governor
said. There is an air of opti-
mism and I am fully con-
vinced of positive outcomes, he
added. Dr. Arun Kumar Mehta,
Chief Secretary said that the
administration is making con-
stant efforts to be among top
performers in Ease of Doing
Business and Ease of Living,
and bring fundamental change
in the socio-economic ecosys-
tem. He emphasized on
monthly progress review meet-
ings with all stakeholder
departments involved, ensuring
successful implementation of
G2B & G2C services on
ground. Further, he added that
all services shall be covered
under the ambit of J&K Public
Service Guarantee Act, 2011.
Ranjan Prakash Thakur,
Principal Secretary to J&K

Government, Industries &
Commerce Department briefed
the chair about the key features
of the J&K Single Window
system. J&K Single Window
System has emerged as a “One
Stop Solution” for
investors/applicants ensuring
hassle free services, he added.
It was informed that the
Integrated Single Window
System will facilitate new
investments locally & globally
either through National Single
Window System or through
J&K Single Window System
(www.singlewindow.jk.gov.in)
with user friendly interfaces
and timely approvals.

It was informed that 130+
services are hosted online
through Single Window Portal
and more than 2600 burden-
some regulatory compliances
have been identified and
uploaded on RCB portal, GoI
before the deadline (31st
January 2022).

Short films on “New
Jammu & Kashmir vision &
development”, “J&K Single
Window (JK-SW) System” &
“Integrated National Single
Window System (NSWS)” were
showcased on the occasion.
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In a sign of vast improvement
in the Covid-19 situation in

Maharashtra, the daily infec-
tions dropped further to 6,436
on Monday, even as the daily
cases in Mumbai came down to
356.

The daily infections
remained below the 10,000
mark for the second day, even
as the positive cases dropped
from 9,666 on Sunday to 6,436
on Monday. With the fresh
infections, the total number of
Covid-19 cases in the state
rose from 78,03,700 to
78,10,136 With 24 fresh deaths,
the total number of deaths
registered in the state since the
outbreak of Covid-19 in the
state in March 2020 went up
from  1,43,074 to 
1,43,098.

Mumbai, where the daily
infections have been dropping
steadily for more than two
weeks now, witnessed a drop in
the number of cases from 536
to 356.  With the latest cases,
the total number of cases in
Mumbai mounted to 
10,51,729

As 18,423 Covid-19
patients were discharged from
the hospitals across the state
after full recovery, the total
number of people discharged
from the hospitals since the
second week of March 2020
increased from 75,38,611 to
75,57,034. The recovery rate in

the state rose from 96.26 per
cent to 96.4 per cent.

The number of “active
cases” in the state dropped
from 1,18,076 to 1,06,059. The
fatality rate in the state stood
static at 1.83 per cent.

The active cases in Pune
dropped from 32881 on
Sunday to 28078.

The active cases in
Mumbai dropped from  5743
on Sunday to 5139 on Monday,
while the active cases in the
neighbouring Thane rose from
8432 on Sunday to 7901 on
Monday

Nagpur accounted for
14604 active cases,  followed by
Ahmednagar (7687), Nashik
(4801), , Aurangabad (3768)
and Satara (2864)

Of the 7,56,55,012 samples
sent to various laboratories
across the state so far, 78,10,136
have tested positive (10.32 per
cent) for COVID-19 until
Monday.

Currently, 6,73,875 peo-
ple are in home quarantine
while 2383 people are in insti-
tutional quarantine. 

Meanwhile, no fresh
Omicron case was recorded in
Maharashtra on Monday,
resulting in the total number of
the new Covid-19 variant cases
remaining static at 3,334. 

Of the total infected peo-
ple, 2023 have been discharged
from the hospitals after they
tested negative in the RT PCR
tests.
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Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on

Monday called upon all to
support Samajwadi Party in the
upcoming Uttar Pradesh elec-
tions.

Banerjee who on Monday
left for Lucknow to campaign
for SP said that she was going
to that State because she was
invited by SP chief Akhilesh
Yadav.

“Akhilesh Yadav has invit-
ed me to go there and to cam-
paign for SP... We want BJP to
be defeated and Akhilesh to
win in Uttar Pradesh," Banerjee
said calling upon all to back the
SP.

"It would have been good
for us to contest in UP ... But
then we thought that would
lead to division of votes ... So
we decided to support Akhilesh
ji in his fight against the BJP,"
the Bengal Chief Minister said
before leaving for Lucknow.

She will be holding a joint
press conference with the SP
chief and a virtual rally at UP
capital on February 8, TMC
sources said.

Banerjee was also likely to
visit Varanasi later in February
but the date is yet to be fixed,
party sources said.

Reacting to Banerjee's UP
visit Bengal Opposition Leader

Suvendu Adhikari said her
Lucknow trip would yield no
result as "the people will vote
for Yogi Baba (UP Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath)
because he has brought back
Ram ji to Ayodhya ... He has
revived Kashi Vishwanath and
will revive Mathura too."

Meanwhile in an unrelated
development the Bengal Chief
Minister set all controversies
regarding distribution of tick-
ets --- among Trinamool
Congress supporters --- for
coming civic elections.

"The party endorses the list
published and signed by our
designated leaders ... That
should clear all confusions,"
Banerjee said.

A large section of TMC
rank and file had revolted after
the publication of candidates'
list with hundreds of support-
ers staging dharnas and
blockading streets in almost
districts from Nort Bengal to
South Bengal.
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Ahmedabad: Nearly 40,800
children up to the age of two
and 9,000 pregnant women
will be covered under the
Intensified Mission
Indradhanush 4.0 that was
launched by Union Health
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya
from New Delhi, the Gujarat
government said on Monday.

Under the Union govern-
ment's Mission Indradhanush,
eligible children and pregnant
women will be administered
vaccines for diseases like jaun-
dice, TB, diphtheria, polio,
pneumonia, measles and rubel-
la and other serious ailments,
said a state government release.

Gujarat Health Minister
Rushikesh Patel and MoS
Health Nimishaben Suthar had
joined the launching ceremo-
ny for 12 states through video
conference from Gandhinagar,
said the release. PTI
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intellectual reformers like
Vidyasagar, Michael
Madhusudan or leaders like
Banerjee or Surendra Nath
Pal, or excellent clerks or
farmers. They were not entre-
preneurs or even traders.
Even sons of zamindars
would rather choose trade
unionism than buy out going
concerns sold by departing
industrialists. Yes, Bengalis
are also excellent lawyers and
doctors, like the genius Dr
Bidhan Chandra Roy who
could predict from a dis-
tance that a person had jaun-
dice coming or bad kidneys.
When it came to business,
they felt it was the function of
baniks like the Sahas, Lahas,
Dahas et al, who are OBCs in
the caste hierarchy. This was
unlike northern and western
India, where banias are con-
sidered twice-born and wear
the sacred thread.

The Congress did pro-
duce upright and competent
Chief Ministers, Dr Bidhan
Roy (same as the doctor),
Prafulla Sen, Siddhartha
Shankar Ray but economic
development was more saint-
ly than political. One CM was
so fed up of his United Front
Ministry that he sat on a
dharna opposite the Writers
Building, the Secretariat.
Upon a journalist asking him,
he retorted, “I am neither a

mukhya mantri nor a murkha
(foolish) mantri; I am only a
thutho Jagannath (of Puri).”
Jyoti Basu was a gentleman,
like any Marxist anti-capital-
ist but once confessed to me
that the State cannot manage
industries.

Yet his Finance Minister
was Ashok Mitra, a dyed-in-
the-wool Marxist, who dis-
played a portrait of Marx
larger than I have seen any-
where. Mitra was recom-
mended to Basu on the plea
that he had been the chief
economic advisor to Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi.

Jyotida’s successor was
Buddhababu, a refined, edu-
cated gentleman who visited
China while being Chief
Minister; he came back
mightily impressed. He tried
to copy China, rather Sinofy
Bengal without understand-
ing. He overlooked the fact
that his was a province of
India and not an independent
country. He shouldn’t have
used sale proceeds of land to
partly revive the loss-making
PSUs. But he is an upright
gentleman of a high order,
nevertheless.

In the light of these cir-
cumstances, the State
Government should opt to be
normal and civil in its behav-
iour with the Centre. Lately,
the policy has been the

reverse whether to win elec-
tions, score brownie points or
regain popularity with people.
However, times are not the
same as in Gopalkrishna
Gokhale’s days when what
Bengal thought today, India
would think tomorrow.
Today, Bengal has a huge
debt, its people need to earn
more and the State has to
develop rapidly.

For it to develop rapidly,
a committee of, say, five per-
sons should be appointed, of
whom at least three should be
with industrial experience. If
a few of these members are
from outside the State, so be
it. So long as they have imag-
inative minds which under-
stand Bengal from all view-
points, it should be fine.
Remember, entrepreneurs
from outside, whether Indian
or foreign, would come to
invest in Bengal because they
see prospects of profit and not
because they are invited. West
Bengal has the potential to
bloom as brightly as any
flower can. Just quarrel less
and smile more, certainly for
the supreme honour done to
its greatest political son,
Subhas.

(The writer is a well-
known columnist, an author
and a former member of the
Rajya Sabha. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Sir — Given the continuing threat per-
ception to his life, AIMIM chief
Asaduddin Owaisi should not have
spurned the Union Government's offer
of providing the parliamentarian with Z-
category security because it was the sec-
ond time he faced an attack on his life.
That’s why Home Minister Amit Shah
himself had requested the AIMIM leader
to accept the enhanced security arrange-
ment. Parliamentarians and legislators,
despite not being on the same page of
political ideologies, are mass leaders and
hence their lives matter. In case of any
untoward incident, the loss of their
health or life could trigger serious social
as well as political unrest.

The lives of such mass leaders are not
theirs alone but dedicated to public wel-
fare. Owaisi is endowed with impressive
oratorical skills, besides being a political
leader who enjoys a high public persona
of a ‘man of stern rectitude’ with an
immaculately clean record. His acceptance
of the Home Minister’s offer of Z-securi-
ty with a bulletproof vehicle in the nation-
al Capital will be in public interest as well
in view of the adage “Jaan hai toh jahaan
hai”. Even his public service is subject to
his living healthily. Hence, the Centre’s
offer indeed merits a mature reflection.

Azhar A Khan | Rampur
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Sir — South Korea’s Hyundai Motor
company faced calls for a boycott of its cars
from Indians incensed over a tweet from
the account of its Pakistani ‘sister concern’
which expressed solidarity for the people
of the “disputed territory” of Kashmir. The
row erupted when Pakistan marked its
annual Kashmir Solidarity Day and the
posts on behalf of Hyundai’s partner
Nishat Group appeared on Twitter,
Facebook and Instagram commemorating
the sacrifices of Kashmiris struggling for
self-determination. The whole of Kashmir
is an integral part of India and Hyundai
must apologise for being insensitive to
India’s position on the decades-old dispute.

Many Indians posted their intention
to cancel orders for Hyundai cars in order

to punish the company while urging sup-
port for homegrown brands like Tata
Motors and Mahindra & Mahindra.
Hyundai, India’s second-largest car sell-
er after Maruti Suzuki, sold close to half
a million vehicles in the country last fis-
cal year and exported over a million units,
making it India’s largest car exporter.
India and Pakistan have twice gone to war
over Kashmir and the Government is
pursuing an aggressive policy to fight
insurgency in J&K. Hyundai’s cars must
be boycotted till they apologise.

Bhagwan Thadani | Mumbai
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Sir —   In a country where a top leader
holding a constitutional post can scan-
dalously announce that “criminals can be
identified by their dress”, thereby demon-
ising a large section of Indians who are as
much nationalists as diehard saffronites
claim to be; there is no surprise that hijab-
clad girls are being forced to stay out of

their college classes in Karnataka. What’s
the “crime” of these girls in wearing a dress
of their choice or culture? In contrast, New
Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern
ensures promotion of a dress associated
with people who are basically settlers there.

When sporting of hijab is being pro-
hibited or frowned upon by India and
many non-Islamic countries, New
Zealand has proved to be a bright
exception and shown to the world the
essence of democracy by deciding to
induct hijab as part of its police uniform.
All believers of a majoritarian mindset
should learn from New Zealand and
Ardern. It is called humanity, compas-
sion, solidarity with fellow citizens, and
respect towards diversity and cultural,
religious rights. India must learn to
choose its leaders well. 

Kajal Chatterjee |  Kolkata
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Dear Prof Sugata Bose,
Give West Bengal a
chance, especially
when a glorious hon-

our is being bestowed upon it.
The 74 years since Partition have
been years of trial and tribula-
tion. When, in September 1945,
our train streamed across the
borders of United Bengal, we
had arrived in Sonar Bangla.
The streets of Calcutta, now
Kolkata, were washed with
piped water twice a day. Park
Street could be mistaken for a
pathway in London. Then the
Great Calcutta Killing of August
1946 showed how much blood
could be spilled in the golden
land first on its western side and,
come 1948, also in the east. I was
told that people were Bengalis
first and religion took a back-
seat, but this was not so. Over
the years, three-fourths of the
minority in the east has had to
come away to West Bengal.
From being India’s premier
industrial State, Bengal today
gropes for the wheels of produc-
tion to turn.

You have said in His
Majesty’s Opponent (page 324)
that Habibur Rahman, Netaji’s
companion on his final journey,
fought for Pakistan in the
Kashmir war. The Prime
Minister then was Netaji’s cho-
sen elder brother and a Left lib-
eral, Jawaharlal Nehru. Should
you not cancel your disapproval
about the Right honouring
Subhas Babu? If we do not con-
fuse the future of 10 crore peo-
ple with ideology, a lot of India
will come to support Bengal to
rebuild its economy. A great
many people, even of West
Bengal, believe that it was the
Left which converted its garden
of industry to a graveyard. I have
been an active witness to this
conversion. It can revive to its
pristine glory; I will hasten to
claim that the people of Bengal
are as skilful as any.

Even at Independence,
Bengal was more an agrarian
economy than an industrial
one. Nearly all the industries
had been set up either by the
British or a few Indian entrepre-
neurs, but all from outside the
province. Bengalis were either
saints like Sri Ramakrishna,
Aurobindo, Vivekananda or
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The Union Budget for 2022-23
provides for capital expenditure
of �750,000 crore which is a
jump of over 35 percent from the

budget estimate (BE) of �554,000 crore
for 2021-22 (revised estimate (RE)for the
current year is �604,000 crore which is
more or less close to the BE when we
exclude �50,000 crore given to Air India
Asset Holding Company Limited AIAH-
CL where the debt of now divested Air
India resides).

Considering that the BE for current
year was 26 percent higher than the RE of
�439,000 crore during 2020-21, this sounds
impressive. However, when seen in juxta-
position with over �100,00,000 crore
investment needed to build infrastructure
over five years-for catapulting the Indian
economy to $5 trillion by 2024-25 - (this
roadmap was laidby Nirmala Sitharaman
in her maiden budget for 2019-20), these
numbers are still inadequate.

As per the roadmap, 39 percent each
of this amount was to come from the
Centre and States and the balance from the
private sector. This works out to Centre’s
contribution of around �40,00,000 crore
over five years or �800,000 crore per
annum. For three years (2020-21, 2021-22,
2022-23) put together, this comes to
�1700,000 crore (this is subject to all of the
�750,000 crore allocation for 2022-23
materializing) which is �700,000 crore
short of the proportionate amount required
for this period or �2400,000 crore. The cap-
ital spend by states too has been far lower
thanthe amount expected of them.  

The Modi government expects private
sector to partner with it in giving the
required boost to economic growth; in
fact, of the �100,00,000 crore, �22,00,000
crore was to come from the latter. 

To make it happen, the Government
hadalso given a plethora of incentives - the
mother of all being steep reduction in cor-
porate tax rate to 15 percent for new enter-
prises (22 percent for existing enterpris-
es down from 30 percent) given in
September 2019. It has alsounveiled the
much-trumpeted PLI (production linked
incentive) scheme. 

These allurements have so far failed
to yield the desired results. The crucial
point is investment by private sector is
governed primarily by the fundamentals
of demand and supply.

For several years, industries have
been operating at low-capacity utilization
due to proliferation of capacity on the one
hand and demand limitation on the
other thereby impacting investment and
growth. During 2019-20, GDP growth
plummeted to a decade low of 3.7 percent.
During 2020-21,it contracted by 6.6 per-
cent, courtesy, COVID.Things are look-
ing up during 2021-22 with the budget
estimating growth at 9.2 percent, but sur-
plus capacity remains. 

During 2022-23, even as the govern-
ment is hoping to consolidate withGDP
growth estimated at 8 - 8.5 percent, it

�7 �B2�2?!�(!3
(��2?!�&�(!�?>
� (���?32�#2�7

?B @(@�72!1
>?�'��?!

$'2�32!1�2!>@(G
2!� @��2!02!1
@2B @�G�$??��

�?�� �7!?�?1A�
3@2B !�(1@2

#2�7�>?�'��?!
��(���>(@� @�G

!'@�'@2!1
��� � (!3��?

?!�2���('3($� "
$'���7 @ �2��!?

�� (@�B2�2?!
?!�>'!32!1

�7 � 
2!2�2(�2B ��2!�

(�-�'��(2!($� �
�(!! @"�>?'@

(@ (��!  3
(�� !�2?!

would be naïve to expect private
firms add to fresh capacity as they
will be focused mostly on enhanced
utilization of the existing capacity.
Yet, unmindful of the ground real-
ities and bolstered by a so far untest-
ed notion that massive sustained
push by public sector investment
will result in so called ‘crowding in’
of privateinvestment, it continues to
ride on the incentive spree. 

In the 2022-23 budget, the eli-
gibility of 15 percent corporate tax
has been extended to new entities
which get incorporated before
March 31, 2024 - against the exist-
ing threshold of March 31, 2023.
The start-ups get one more year
(those set up before March 31, 2023)
to avail of tax holiday. The FM has
also reduced surcharge on profits of
cooperatives from 12 to 7 percent.

These incentives result in loss
of revenue but there is no certain-
ty regarding the outcome in terms
of investment. Yet, they have a
strong destabilizing effect on
Centre’s finances. 

The RE of fiscal deficit (FD)
during 2021-22 is about �15,90,000
crore or 6.9 percent of GDP
(against BE: �15,07,000 crore).
Slippagesin welfare schemes aggra-
vate the stress. On fertilizer subsidy,
against BE of �80,000 crore, the RE
is �40,000 crore. We cannot also be
oblivious of the escalating burden
of interest payments - courtesy high
FD/borrowings year after year -
which takes away nearly 50 percent
of Centre’s net tax revenue.    

The FM has kept FD for 2022-
23 at around �16,60,000 crore
which works out to 6.4 percent of
GDP. She has described this as
‘advancing on the road to fiscal

consolidation’ citing the target of
4.5 percent to be achieved by
2025-26. This is amusing. 

A committee on Fiscal
Responsibility and Budget
Management (FRBM) Act under
Dr NK Singh set up by the Modi
government (2016) had asked it to
aim at FD of 2.5 percent during
2022-23. While, presenting the
budget for 2021-22, the finance
minister brushed aside this recom-
mendation; instead, she dished
out a revised trajectory of FD
aiming at 4.5 percent and that too
in 2025-26. Having changed the
goal post then to argue that we are
on track to fiscal consolidation is
anomalous.     

The vision and the action plan
ofTeam Modi with its overarching
focus on building infrastructure;
inter-linking rivers; boost to tech-
nology driven agriculture with
focus on small farmers; nurturing
MSMEs and so onis laudable. But
there is no clear vision on funding
these initiatives in a ‘sustainable’
manner. Four areas need attention. 

First, Centre’s gross tax to
GDP ratio has been stagnating
around 10-11 percent for years
(10.8 percent during 2021-22).
This is despite unconscionably
high tax incidence on petroleum
products (about 50 percent of
retail price on petrol and diesel).
The government’s efforts to curb
evasion especially in GST are
commendable. However, there is a
lot of untapped potential in direct
taxation.

Secondly, at present,direct and
indirect taxes contribute almost
equally to Centre’s tax kitty. This
implies disproportionately high

burden on millions of those who
earn little. If, only the indirect tax
share is lowered to say 1/3rd,
imagine the extra money it will
leave with them and resultant
boost to aggregate demand and
growth.

Third, the existing subsidy
regimes for fertilizers and food are
prone to misuse. Curbing leakage
of urea (possible only when sub-
sidy is given directly to farmers)
alone can save up to �35,000 crore
annually. Mammoth sums can be
saved by curbing pilferage in
administration of food subsidy.
The budget has mooted ideas
such as’organic farming corridor’
along the banks of River Ganga,
use of drones in agriculture etc.But
thesecan’t provide a substitute for
‘overhaul of the flawed systems’. 

Fourth, the government
should ensure that the benefits of
state support systems viz. subsi-
dized credit, sovereignguaran-
teeetc actually reachthe MSMEs.
As for farmers, mere offer of guar-
anteed purchase of their produce
at MSP won’t suffice. The way for-
ward is to give them more choic-
es to sell their produce by freeing
up agri-markets.

To conclude, the budget has all
the ingredients for building on the
good growth seen during 2021-22
and laying the foundation for sus-
tained growth in the medium to
long-term. However, the govern-
ment needs to guard against falling
into a ‘debt trap’ and ‘demand
recession’ - inevitable if it doesn’t
play hard ball by reforming taxa-
tion, reforming subsidy adminis-
tration, unshackling farmers and
ruthlessly tacklingcorruption.   

(The writer is a policy
analyst. The views

expressed are personal.)

Ahigh-expectation ambi-
tious Union Budget has
many contradictions. It

pines too high but may not cre-
ate 60 lakh jobs and boost con-
sumption.

It is a time of crisis. Farmers
and youth are showing their dis-
pleasure. The micro and MSME
sectors are in distress. People in
the public sector are worried
about job losses due to possible
privatisation. The economy hit
by the pandemic has to come
back to health and business
must be on track to boost jobs
and growth. Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman appropri-
ately bites the bullet of increased
public expenditure but curious-
ly cuts down on welfare and
slashes key subsidy by 27 percent.
The 8-9 percent growth pre-
sumption is far from reality.
Total expenses are calculated at

11.1 percent nominal growth. It
is on assumption that retail or
CPI inflation would be at 2.6 per-
cent instead of actual 5.6 percent.
Inflation is global. It means the
total expenditure is inappropri-
ately calculated.  Two years back
there was seven percent contrac-
tion; means actual growth is far
less. 

Her arithmetic is conflicting.
The government being short on
revenue earning is dependent on
debt. It proposes to borrow
�14.95 lakh crore and of this
�11.6 lakh crore will be raised
from the shaky market. If the
government picks up all the
money, the credit will be more
expensive. As RBI rate rise is like-
ly the cost of borrowings will
increase. For creating jobs pub-
lic sector is needed but it is being
edged out. The market is chop-
py. The disinvestment target is

being reduced as there are fewer
buyers. It has come down to
�65,000 crore for fiscal 2023,
from �78,000 crore in 2022 and
� 1.75 lc in 2020-21. But trans-
ferring even profit-earning 171
public assets, as per
Manmohanomics, to the private
sector seems fashionable. The
Air India deal cost a fortune. 

During 2021-22, the Centre
infused equity of Rs 62,057 crore
to clear AI dues before disinvest-

ment. Now another Rs 9259
crore has been allocated to AI
Assets Holding Ltd (AIAHL), a
new PSU, to handle AI’s unset-
tled debt and non-core assets. So,
Government spends over Rs
71316 crore (and plus Rs 51970
crore losses!) to “sell” the mam-
moth AI.The UPA minister,
who drove profit-making AI
and Indian Airlines to losses dur-
ing 2005-07, escapes unscathed.

The first PSU steel plant

NINL, with �6600 crore liabili-
ties, is sold for �12,100 crore to
Tatas on budget day. The buyer
profits from a one-million-
tonnes-a-year plant in Odisha,
2500 acres of land and a mine
with 102 million tonnes of prime
iron ore. The LIC and four
banks are on the same sale
block. Such ‘privatisation’ is too
costly.

It has tax revenue of �27.58
lakh crore and wants to have cap-
ital expenses of �7.5 lakh crore,
35.4 percent more from the pre-
sent �5.5 lakh crore but this year
it spent 48 percent less. This can-
not create more jobs. It reduces
allocation on rural develop-
ment, health and other pro-
grammes. The �50,000 crore
for MSMEs is bank credit. The
FM could not count on huge sav-
ings for boosting consumption
as people are not spending. Pre-

budget data reveals �7 lakh
crore household savings and
Jan Dhan deposits swelling to
�39,000 crore. But the house-
holds with �18000 crore debts
are not spending.

The kisan expects more.
The farm sector alone has sus-
tained growth of around 4 per-
cent but 86 crore lost their land.
Possibly 52 percent of them
crore were in the informal self-
employed economy till demon-
etization, according to an SBI
study. Except about 15-20 per-
cent, including a chunk of farm-
ers who lost their lands, are now
labourers. Should we not revive
that low-cost people-initiated
informalisation? It is cheaper
than unicorns and employs
more. The nation needs to
rethink. Even MGNREGA allo-
cations have been reduced to Rs
73000 crore from Rs 98000 crore

of 2021-22. The rural develop-
ment, health and labourers need
more support. So does lowering
of income tax rates to match cor-
porate tax. People need more
cash for consumption boost else
manufacturing industry would
be suffering.

The nation needs more peo-
ple-oriented approach than mere
25000 km roads, airports and
digital connectivity that help
the corporate builders, toll col-
lectors and fee extractors.
Irrationally high tolls and cess-
es ideally be scrapped to keep
prices in check. Taxes are not
“hiked” but devious cess robs
more and hike prices.

The budget cannot have
contradictory projections and
has to be more imaginative to
overcome the difficult days
and help the country sustain-
ably grow.
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(The writer is a senior 
journalist. The views

expressed are personal.)
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International efforts to defuse
the standoff over Ukraine

intensified Monday, with
French President Emmanuel
Macron set to hold talks in
Moscow and German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz in 

Washington to coordinate
policies as fears of a Russian
invasion mount. The concen-
tration of an estimated 100,000
Russian troops near Ukraine
has fuelled Western worries
that it heralds a possible offen-
sive. White House national
security adviser  Jake Sullivan
warned Sunday that Russia
could invade Ukraine "any
day," triggering a conflict that
would come at an "enormous
human cost." Russia has denied
any plans to attack its neigh-
bour, but is urging the US and

its allies to bar Ukraine and
other ex-Soviet nations from
joining NATO, halt weapons
deployments there and roll
back NATO forces from
Eastern Europe. Washington
and NATO have rejected the
demands.

Macron, who is set to meet
in the Kremlin with Russian
President Vladimir Putin
before visiting Ukraine
Tuesday, said last week that his
priority is "dialogue with Russia
and de-escalation."Before head-
ing to Moscow, Macron had a
call Sunday with US President
Joe Biden. 

They discussed "ongoing
diplomatic and deterrence
efforts in response to Russia's
continued military build-up
on Ukraine's borders, and
affirmed their support for
Ukraine's sovereignty and ter-

ritorial integrity," the White
House said in a statement. The
French presidency said Macron
sought to ensure "good coor-
dination" with Biden in the
call."The security and sover-
eignty of Ukraine or any other
European state cannot be a sub-
ject for compromise, while it is
also legitimate for 

Russia to pose question of
its own security," Macron said
in an interview with French
newspaper Journal du
Dimanche published on
Sunday Putin's spokesman,
Dmitry Peskov, described
Macron's visit as "very impor-
tant," but sought to temper
expectations, telling reporters 

that "the situation is too
complex to expect a decisive
breakthrough after just one
meeting." He noted that "the
atmosphere has remained

tense," adding that  US. And its
allies have continued to ignore
Moscow's security demands.
Continuing high-level diplo-
macy, German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz is set to meet with
Biden in Washington Monday
for talks also expected to focus
on Ukrainian standoff. Scholz
is set to travel to Kyiv and
Moscow on February 14-15.

National Security Adviser
Sullivan, who spoke in a round
of appearances on Sunday talk
shows reiterated that Russian
Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline to
Germany "will not move for-
ward" if Russia attacks Ukraine.
Biden and Scholz are expected
to address pipeline during their
White House talk, which will
mark their first face-to-face
since Scholz became head of
German government nearly
two months ago. 
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White House national secu-
rity adviser Jake Sullivan

said Sunday that Russia could
invade Ukraine "any day,"
launching a conflict that would
come at an "enormous human
cost." 

The senior adviser to
President Joe Biden offered
another stark warning the day
after US officials confirmed
that Russia has  assembled at
least 70% of the military fire-
power it likely intends to have
in place by mid-month to give
President Vladimir Putin the
option of launching a full-
scale invasion of Ukraine.

"If war breaks out, it will
come at an enormous human
cost to Ukraine, but we believe
that based on our preparations
and our response, it will come
at a strategic cost to Russia as
well," Sullivan said.Sullivan did
not directly address reports that

the White House has briefed
lawmakers that a full Russian
invasion could lead to the
quick capture of Kyiv and
potentially result in as many as
50,000 casualties as he made
appearances on a trio of Sunday
talk shows.

US officials, who discussed
internal assessments of the
Russian buildup on the condi-
tion that they not be identified,
sketched out a series of indi-
cators suggesting that Putin
intends to start an invasion in
the coming weeks, although the
size and scale are unclear.  

They stressed that a diplo-
matic solution appears to
remain possible. Among those
military indicators: An exercise
of Russia's strategic nuclear
forces that usually is held each
fall was rescheduled for mid-
February to March. That coin-
cides with what US officials see
as the most likely window for
invasion.
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Many Asian countries are
facing a spike in COVID-

19 infections after the widely-
celebrated Lunar New Year
holidays, as health officials
grapple with highly-transmis-
sible omicron variant and
expectations that numbers will
continue to rise in coming
weeks.

The Lunar New Year,
which is China’s biggest holi-
day, was celebrated across Asia
on Feb. 1 even as pandemic
restrictions in many countries
kept crowds and family outings
to a minimum.

Hong Kong’s authorities
are confronting record cases
that are straining its so-called
“zero-COVID” policy. On
Monday, the city reported a
new high of 614 local infec-
tions. “We expect there will be

more cases coming in a few
days. We consider this as some
effects after holiday events and
clusters,” told reporters on
Monday Edwin Tsui, an official
with Centre for Health
Protection.“With our current
containment measures, we
hope we can still contain dis-
ease.”

Hong Kong currently
requires all cases to be hospi-
talized. On Monday, authorities
announced that close contacts
of infected persons will be
allowed to isolate at home,
starting from Tuesday. Those
who test positive while in
home isolation will be trans-
ferred to a hospital. Hong
Kong has aligned itself with
China’s “zero-COVID” policy
that aims to totally stamp out
outbreaks, even as many other
countries change their
approach to living with virus.
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TEHRAN, Iran: Hard-hit Iran on Monday
registered more than 100 new deaths from
COVID-19 over a 24-hour period as the
aggressive omicron variant spreads in the
country, state TV reported. The report said 104
patients died from the disease since Sunday,
when the Islamic Republic announced 85 new
deaths over a day’s time. Monday’s new tally
more than doubled that of Feb. 1, when the
death toll was 50.

With 132,934 total deaths by Iran’s official
count, the country has the highest national toll
in the Middle East. Iran says it has has vacci-
nated some 80% of its population above age 18
with two vaccine shots. It has only vaccinated
27% of that group with three shots.

Authorities say aggressive omicron variant
is now dominant in country and have urged hos-
pitals to prepare for a new wave of hospitaliza-
tions. “Every day we see a 10 to 15 percent
increase in cases,” said Nader Tavakkoli a health
official in Tehran province, the semiofficial
ISNA news agency reported on Monday. The
Monday report said 2,615 patients were in crit-
ical condition—220 more than Sunday. AP
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Nearly 50 graves belonging
to the Ahmadis have been

allegedly desecrated by police
and Muslim clerics for using
Islamic symbols on gravestones
at a cemetery in Pakistan's
Punjab province, a member of
an organisation representing
the minority community said
on Monday.

Jamaat Ahmadiya Punjab
spokesperson Aamir
Mahmood said that a group of
people in Premkot, district
Hafizabad, some 110 kms from
Lahore, approached police
complaining that Islamic vers-
es are inscribed  on the tomb-
stones of a number of graves in
the Ahmadis graveyard.

The group threatened that
Ahmadis cannot display
Islamic verses/symbols  on
their homes or graves, he
said."On Sunday, police along
with local clerics and lawyers
reached Ahmadi graveyard and
demolished tombstones of 45
graves inscribed with Islamic
verses," Mahmood told PTI.  

The enraged extremists
also warned Ahmadis living in
area to remove Islamic verses
displayed on their houses oth-
erwise they will demolish them
too, he added. 

On other hand, police said
tombstones from Ahmadi
graves have been removed on
application of a group of
lawyers and warned  Ahmadis
not to use same in future.   
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British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson has brought in

new senior staffers as he tries
to restore his flagging author-
ity — including a communi-
cations chief who has called
lockdown-breaching govern-
ment parties “unforgivable.”

The prime minister hired
Guto Harri, an aide from his
days as London mayor who has
recently been critical of
Johnson, to try to regain con-
trol of the government’s mes-
saging after weeks of turmoil
that have led some in the rul-
ing Conservatives to call for his
removal. He also appointed a
senior Cabinet minister, Steve
Barclay, as his new chief of staff.

Visiting a hospital cancer
center Monday outside
London, Johnson said he was
“focused completely” on clear-
ing a backlog of millions of
medical procedures built up
during the pandemic.

It’s one of a pile of critical
issues, including a squeeze on
household finances from infla-
tion and a looming tax hike,
that are being overshadowed by
Johnson’s personal woes.“I
think what people want is for
the government to focus, not
on stuff going on at (the gov-
ernment district of )
Westminster.
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Iraqi lawmakers failed to elect
a new head of state Monday,

as key factions foiled the
attempt by boycotting the par-
liament session. A two-thirds
quorum of the legislature’s 329
members is required for an
electoral session. Monday’s vote
could not be held as lawmak-
ers, many of them allied with
powerful Iraqi cleric Muqtada
al-Sadr, stayed away. Only 58
lawmakers showed up.

The failure to elect a pres-
ident reflects the deep divisions
among Iraq’s political factions
that have only grown since the
Oct. 10 parliament elections,
whose results have been reject-
ed by political groups sup-
ported by neighboring Iran.

Iraqi politicians have so far
failed to agree on a compro-
mise candidate for the country’s
top post, and the delay Monday
raised concerns of a presiden-
tial vacuum that would also
prevent the appointment of a
prime minister.

Political analyst Ihsan al-
Shammari said the failure to
elect a president is a prelude to
political crises that will con-
tinue to rage in Iraq until a con-
sensus can be reached.
“Continuing to violate consti-
tution is an indication of depth
of political differences between
the political blocs and political
forces in Iraq,” he said.
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Talks to revive Iran’s tattered
2015 nuclear deal with

world powers are resuming
on Tuesday after breaking off
for a bit over a week for diplo-
mats to return home for con-
sultations.

The European Union,
which chairs the talks in
Vienna, announced the
resumption on Monday. The
United States pulled out of the
Vienna accord in 2018 under
then President Donald Trump
and reimposed heavy sanc-
tions on Iran. Tehran has
responded by increasing the
purity and amounts of urani-
um it enriches and stockpiles,
in breach of the accord.

U.S. President Joe Biden
has signaled that he wants to
rejoin the deal. Britain, France,
Germany, Russia and China are
still parties to the accord with
Iran and have been trying to
salvage it.

“Negotiations seem to be at
the final stage which requires
determination and energetic
efforts from all participants to
get to the destination point,”
Russia’s delegate to the talks,
Mikhail Ulyanov, said on
Twitter.

Diplomats from the three
European countries said when
talks paused after a month on
Jan. 28 that negotiations were
reaching ffinal stage, and that
required political decisions.
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KAMPALA, Uganda: The European Union
and United States are raising alarm over torture
allegedly perpetrated by Uganda’s security forces,
with a prominent writer and government critic
saying that he is a recent victim. The EU
Delegation to Uganda in a statement Monday
expressed concern over “a situation that for more
than a year has seen a significant increase of
reports of torture, arbitrary arrests, enforced dis-
appearances, harassment as well as attacks
against human rights defenders, members of
opposition and environmental rights activists.”
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New Delhi: India's gross
domestic product (GDP) is
projected to grow at 9.2 per
cent to Rs 147.5 lakh crore in
2021-22, Minister of State for
Finance Pankaj Chaudhary
said on Monday.

In a written reply to a
query in the Lok Sabha,
Chaudhary said the govern-
ment has implemented sever-
al major reforms in recent
years to boost investment and
GDP growth.

"As per the first advance
and first revised estimates of
GDP released by the National
Statistical Office (NSO), the
size of real GDP has been
increased from Rs 105.3 lakh
crore in 2014-15 to Rs 135.6
lakh core in 2020-21 and esti-
mated to be Rs 147.5 lakh crore
in 2021-22," he said.

In FY 2020-21, he said
that as a major part of its pol-
icy response to the pandemic,
the government while provid-
ing a safety net to the vulner-
able sections of the society
implemented several structur-
al reforms to strengthen private

sector investment.
These include the change

in the definition of MSMEs,
new PSU policy, commercial-
isation of coal mining, higher
FDI limits in defence and space
sector, development of the
Land Bank and Industrial
Information System.

It also includes the revamp
of the viability gap funding
scheme for social infrastruc-
ture, new power tariff policy
and incentivising states to
undertake sector reforms,
among others, he said.

The Emergency Credit
Line Guarantee Scheme
(ECLGS) was launched to pro-
vide collateral-free guaranteed
loans for business enterprises in
various sectors affected by
COVID-19, he said.

Continuing with the
growth supportive measures,
he said the Union Budget 2022-
23 has announced a 35.4 per
cent increase in the outlay of
capital expenditure, PM
GatiShakti National Master
Plan for seamless multimodal
connectivity and logistics effi-

ciency, and expansion of guar-
antee cover for MSME, among
others.

Ease of Doing Business
2.0 reforms, human capital
formation through universali-
sation of quality education and
the establishment of a digital
university, urban development,
export promotion, clean and
sustainable mobility, extension
of ECLGS by Rs 50,000 crore to
Rs 5 lakh crore were also
announced in the Budget, he
said. Replying to another ques-
tion, Chaudhary said the num-
ber of persons living below the
poverty line in India has been
estimated at 27 crore in 2011-
12. This estimation was based
on erstwhile Planning
Commission estimated pover-
ty lines and poverty ratio in
2011-12, following the extant
Tendulkar Committee
methodology and released
through a Press Note issued on
July 22, 2013.

No estimates of poverty
have been released by the gov-
ernment thereafter, he said. 

PTI
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Mumbai: Equity benchmark
Sensex crashed 1,024 points to
end below the 58,000-level on
Monday as investors fretted
over policy tightening by cen-
tral banks amid elevated infla-
tion. Unabated foreign fund
outflows added to the gloom,
traders said. Declining for the
third straight session, the 30-
share BSE Sensex plummeted
1,023.63 points or 1.75 per cent
to finish at 57,621.19. 

Similarly, the broader NSE
Nifty slumped 302.70 points or
1.73 per cent to 17,213.60. 

The Sensex has now shed
1,937.14 points in three ses-
sions, with the market capital-
isation of BSE-listed firms
plunging by over Rs 5.82 lakh
crore during the period.

HDFC Bank was the top
loser in the Sensex pack in
Monday's session, tumbling
3.65 per cent, followed by L&T,
Bajaj Finance, Bajaj Finserv,
HDFC, Kotak Bank and Wipro. 

Only five counters man-
aged to close in the green --

PowerGrid, 
NTPC, Tata Steel, SBI and

Ultratech Cement, climbing
up to 1.88 per cent. 

"Domestic markets are
volatile ahead of the state elec-
tions, witnessing a steep fall led
by FII selling and weak global
cues. US bourses were under
pressure as strong US jobs
data gave rise to fears of sharp-
er than expected Fed rate hikes,
resulting in a spike in the bond
yields.   "The volatility in the
market is likely to continue due
to high chances of interest rate
lift-off by the RBI given domes-
tic inflation and policy tight-
ening by global central banks,"
said Vinod Nair, 

Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services. The Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) on Sunday
announced postponing the
meeting of the rate-setting
MPC by a day in view of
Maharashtra declaring a pub-
lic holiday on February 7 to
mourn the death of legendary
singer Lata Mangeshkar.

New Delhi: The Government
has not yet decided on public
sectors banks that are to be pri-
vatised, Minister of State for
Finance Bhagwat Karad
informed Parliament on
Monday.

The Government had in
Budget 2021-22 announced its
intent to privatise two public
sector banks (PSBs) during
the year. "As per inputs received
from Department of
Investment and Public Asset
Management (DIPAM), the
government has not yet decid-
ed on the banks that are to be
privatised. The amendments to
the relevant Acts are required
to be done before initiating the
process of privatisation," Karad
said in a written reply to the
Lok Sabha.

The government has
received representations from
bank unions wherein they have
expressed their views and con-

cerns on the matter of privati-
sation of banks, the Minister of
State for Finance said.

Further, he said, "DIPAM
has informed that the repre-
sentations with regard to
strategic divestment of CPSEs
and banks received from vari-
ous stakeholders including the
employee's unions from time to
time are duly examined as per
the extant disinvestment poli-
cy of the government."

Replying to another ques-
tion, he said, as many as 73,552
cases of frauds involving Rs
2.51 crore were received by
banks during 2019-20.

He said, this number
declined to 69,818 cases involv-
ing Rs 2.07 crore in 2020-21, as
per the RBI data on frauds
reported by Scheduled
Commercial Banks in the cat-
egory of fraud 'Card/Internet -
Debit Cards, Credit Cards and
Internet Banking'. PTI

New Delhi: As international oil
prices near USD 93 per barrel for
the first time in 7 years, India on
Monday said it strongly prefers
responsible and reasonable pric-
ing and has conveyed serious
concerns over crude oil price
volatility.

"There have been major
fluctuations in international
prices of crude oil and petroleum
products in recent few months,"
Minister of State for Petroleum
and Natural Gas Rameswar Teli
said in a written reply to a ques-
tion in the Rajya Sabha.

India is 85 per cent depen-
dent on imports to meet its oil
needs and domestic petrol and
diesel prices are linked to inter-
national oil rates.

PTI

New Delhi: Best Agrolife Ltd starts pro-
duction in its subsidiary unit Seedling
India Pvt LtdSet up with an investment of
Rs 50 crore, Seedling aims to redefine con-
ventional agriculture models Best Agrolife
Limited, one of the leading agrochemicals
in India, announced the commencement of
production at its fully automated formula-
tion facility Seedling India Pvt Ltd. PNS

New Delhi: Gold price in the
national capital on Monday
jumped Rs 146 to Rs 47,997 per
10 grams in line with rally in
international precious metal
prices, according to HDFC
Securities.

In the previous trade, the
precious metal settled at Rs
47,851 per 10 grams.

Silver also gained Rs 635 to
Rs 61,391 per kg from Rs
60,756 per kg in the previous
trade.

In the international mar-
ket, gold was trading in the
green at USD 1,812 per ounce
and silver was flat at USD
22.75 per ounce.

"Gold prices traded high-
er with spot gold prices at
COMEX trading at USD 1,812
per ounce on Monday. Gold
prices extended gains sup-
ported by weaker dollar despite
of rise in US bond yields,"
Tapan Patel, Senior Analyst
(commodities) at HDFC
Securities, said. PTI
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Aluminium Company Limited
(NALCO), one of India's largest
integrated manufacturer and
exporter of alumina and alu-
minium, has surpassed sever-
al milestones in its journey of
business excellence in Q3 of
financial year 2021-22. The
Company registerednearly 3.5-
fold increase in Net profit to
clock �831 cr in Q3 of FY22, a
jump of 246%compared to Rs.
240 crore in Q3 of FY21.

The Company has also
broken the highest profit figure
clocked since inception for the
first nine month period, with
Net profit of Rs. 1,926 crore for
the period ending Dec 2021, a
5-fold increase and a substan-
tial jump of 429% over 364 Cr
posted in corresponding peri-
od of previous fiscal. PNS
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New Delhi: Passenger vehicle retail sales declined 10
per cent year-on-year in January 2022, as the com-
panies continued to suffer production loss amid semi-
conductor shortage, automobile dealers’ body FADA
said on Monday. 

The passenger vehicle (PV) sales dropped to
2,58,329 units last month, down 10.12 per cent from
2,87,424 units in January 2021.
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Xerostomia or dry mouth can
result from treatments that
are used to fight cancer. For

those undergoing radiation therapy
or chemotherapy for cancer, symp-
toms of dry mouth are common.

During cancer treatment, saliva
production actually increases because
of irritation caused by radiation or
chemotherapy. During treatment,
the saliva tends to get thicker and is
often described by patients as diffi-
cult to control. Once the treatment
concludes, the excessive saliva goes
away and the mouth becomes dry.
This can be a temporary side effect
or lead to a permanent loss of saliva
production. Xerostomia is also a
common complaint among older
adults. However, Xerostomia is not
related to age but to the medications
that cause Xerostomia as a side effect. 

�-�	

���
Xerostomia occurs when the

salivary glands of the body fail to pro-
duce adequate amounts of saliva to
keep the mouth moist. Saliva has sev-
eral important functions including
mechanical cleansing action, antimi-
crobial activity, and removal of food
debris from oral cavities, control of
pH, oral cavity lubrication, and rem-
ineralisation and maintaining the
integrity of the oral mucosa.
�Thick, stringy saliva
� Burning sensation or pain in the

mouth or on the tongue
�Cracks at the corner of the mouth

or lips
�A dry tongue

�Difficulty in chewing or 
swallowing

�Difficulty in talking
�Taste disorders
�Tooth decay
� Skin Rash
�Dry skin and eyes
�Oral candidiasis
� Parotid gland enlargement

�����
People who undergo cancer treat-

ment are more prone to oral compli-
cations and side effects for various
reasons. A common reason is that
radiation therapy and chemotherapy
hinders the growth of new and fast
growing cells. Both normal and can-
cer cells in the lining of the mouth are
fast-growing, and treatment may
impede their growth. 

In addition to that, radiation ther-
apy and chemotherapy may alter the
balance of healthy, normal bacteria
present in the mouth. Such therapies
may also damage the salivary glands
and in turn, reduce the production of
saliva. 
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Patients experiencing dry mouth

while receiving cancer treatment
should follow some simple steps that
may help alleviate this side effect. If
dry mouth is affecting your ability to
eat and swallow, be sure to:

�Stay away from foods that are
hot, acidic or spicy

�Eat foods that are wet, soft
Chew the food well if one is hav-

ing trouble swallowing foods and only

take small bites
� Season or marinate the food if it

tastes bland
�Cut down on the consumption of

sugar to avoid tooth decay
�Combine liquid and solid foods to

make it easier to swallow
Here are some other guidelines to

follow to prevent oral complica-
tions and alleviate dry mouth:

�Drink lots of fluids (3-4 litres each
day), especially if the mouth
feels dry

�Abstain from alcohol and tobacco
�Use a soft toothbrush to brush your

teeth and gums 2 to 3 times a day
for two to three minutes every
time

�Use a humidifier in the bedroom
while sleeping

�Use a moisturiser daily on the lips
Before using any medication, it is

important to consult a physician. The
physician will likely review any med-
ications one is taking to see if any may
be causing dry mouth. The physician
may change one or more of the pre-
scriptions, or even recommend
changing the dosage. 

The doctor may also prescribe
artificial saliva or medications like E-
Saliva Plus to increase saliva produc-
tion in the mouth. 

For dry mouth resulting from the
treatment of cancer, keeping up with
the oral hygiene routine is essential,
including regular dental visits. Dry
mouth can be a challenging side effect
to deal with on a daily basis. It is best
to get in touch with a physician to help
manage this side effect.

In a rare case, a 61-year-
old lady was successfully
operated on for double

tumors at Indraprastha
Apollo Hospitals, New Delhi.
With underlying conditions
like hypertension, obesity
and diabetes mellitus, the
lady presented with two
lumps in her neck and chest.
The lump inside her chest
was causing discomfort while
breathing and was progres-
sively growing. Although
these lumps were not painful,
the swelling in chest and the
prominent bulge in the neck,
prompted her to undergo an
immediate diagnosis to iden-
tify the same.  On diagnosis,
she was detected with thyroid
swelling and a tumor inside
chest.

The cancer required
immediate attention as it
had the potential of getting
metastatic and spreading to
other parts of the body, hence
doctors recommended an
immediate sequential cancer
tumour removal surgery,

which was performed suc-
cessfully under the supervi-
sion of Dr Praveen Garg,
Senior Consultant, Surgical
Oncology, in a five-hour-long
procedure.

“While thyroid disor-
ders are common in women,
this patient’s complication
was challenging since she was
diagnosed with a rare com-
bination of tumors in the thy-
roid and the chest respective-
ly. In a few cases due to
abnormal thyroid growth, a
nodular swelling can be seen
projecting in the chest; these
types of cases are rare (2-3

annually). But to our surprise
in this patient, thyroid
swelling and swelling inside
the chest were separate and
had no connection,” says Dr
Garg. 

The patient was detect-
ed with a large goitre causing
enlargement of both lobes of
thyroid and a lump in the
chest. On physical examina-
tion, she complained of per-
sistent difficulty in breathing.
Generally, in such cases two
separate surgeries are per-
formed. First is for the
removal of the thyroid gland
and another one by opening

the chest like a heart bypass
surgery from where the chest
tumor is removed. In this
case, keeping in view her
comorbidities like blood
pressure and diabetes which
was kept under control
through medicines, both the
tumors were removed in a
single surgery through the
neck without opening the
chest. Her postoperative peri-
od was uneventful and as
chest was not opened she was
discharged in 48 hours. 

The ongoing pandemic
has caused a delay in preven-
tive health check-ups of
many diseases in healthcare
institutions. Cancer is one of
those diseases that need early
detection and treatment.
Though the fear of contract-
ing  COVID is prevalent in
the minds of people still by
following COVID-appropri-
ate behaviour, people should
voluntarily come for early
diagnosis of cancer-like dis-
eases. By this action, the
lives of many can be saved. 

CHICKEN SOUP:
According to the studies, the
proteins present in chicken,
particularly its limbs, aid to
lower blood pres-
sure. 

Including
chicken soup
in your diet is
one option.
C a l c i u m ,
magnesium,
p o t a s s i u m ,
p h o s p h o r u s ,
and other trace
minerals are abun-
dant in animal bones, which
are the same nutrients

required to form and
strengthen your own bones. 

The chicken broth, which
is high in most of these min-

erals, will certainly keep
arthritis at bay. 

Chicken is well-
known for being a
good source of pro-
tein and amino
acids, which are
essential for the

building of muscles
and other tissues. As a
result ,  a  bowl of
chicken soup can be a

delicious addition to your
daily menu.
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It was supposed to be a condition affecting the elderly. Till a few
years back it was common knowledge that joint problems spared
the young but not anymore.
According to a study done at the University of London over

15 million people worldwide suffer knee joint failure each year due
to the breakdown of surrounding cartilage in the joint.

The fact that 15 per cent of the Indian population suffers from
cartilage decay every year and by 2030, an estimated 67 million
Indians ages 18 years or older are projected to have doctor-diag-
nosed arthritis according to the data from the India Arthritic foun-
dation. 

Cartilage is a flexible connective tissue found in many areas
in the bodies of humans especially in the joints between bones there-
by preventing the bones from rubbing against each other. Thus
Cartilage acts as a cushion between joints. It prevents the bones
from rubbing against each other (such as the cartilage in the knees
and elbows) and also reduces friction in the joint with movement.
It also holds some bones together, such as rib cartilage. 

For every 1-unit increase in body mass index (BMI), the risk
of rapid cartilage loss increased by 11 per cent excess weight was
a significant factor as well. The cartilage between our bones gets
compressed by standing, sitting and other daily activities as the day
goes on. Degeneration of cartilage starts after the age of 40 years
and above and sometimes earlier in case of injuries to the joint.

Cartilage also forms bone when you are growing - the ends of
your long bones (arm and leg bones) are formed of cartilage when
you are young, and this gradually changes into bone and grows
longer. 

Obesity is also the factor that causes the cartilage to wear out
early as those having a sedentary lifestyle have weak muscles result-
ing in the pressure of the body centering on the joints. This caus-
es early depletion of cartilage.

These changes most likely are the result of an age related
decrease in the ability of chondrocytes (main cells responsible for
maintaining the cartilage) to maintain and repair the cartilage tis-
sue. 

Age-related changes in articular cartilage can contribute to the
development and progression of osteoarthritis. As the cushioning
cartilage begins to break down from a lifetime of use, joints become
inflamed and arthritic. 

Any factor (repeated trauma, advanced age, obesity etc.) that
causes the breakdown of the joint eventually results in loss of joint
shape and alignment. Also, the ends of the bones thicken and form
bony growths called spurs.

The cartilage covering bones in the joint region (called artic-
ular cartilage) undergoes thinning with age and activity, resulting
in bone rubbing against bone, reduced movements, and pain. 

Osteoarthritis affects the joints exposed to high stress (like the
knee and hip) and is considered the result of daily wear and tear
affecting the cartilage in the joints.

Symptoms 
�It usually happens after the age of 40 and develops slowly over

a period of years
�It mainly affects the weight-bearing joints like the knees and

hips. However, it may also involve small joints of the finger (e.g.
in typists and computer operators due to overuse of finger joints)
and the spine (e.g. in old people)

�Pain in the affected joint. The pain in the knees may become
worse after suddenly rising from a  prolonged sitting posture and
sometimes in damp or rainy seasons (possibly due to a change in
joint pressure with a change in atmospheric pressure

�Early morning stiffness for not more that 30 minutes
�Creaking in the affected joint and a grinding sensation with

joint motion 
�Joints are usually cold as there is no inflammation
�Does not affect the overall health of the person
See a doctor 
Those above the age of 40 with the mentioned symptoms should

consult a doctor immediately. Pain in the joint on stairs climbing
or on normal walking, stiffness in the joints, swelling in the joint,
loss of movement and functional activities and deformity in the
joints. Many of the changes in our cartilage result in more from
disuse than from simple aging. Regular exercises, stretching, main-
taining healthy exercise habits, maintaining weight helps improve
our cartilage strength. 
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Have you ever had a time where you
frantically look for something, only
to find that you were holding it in

your hand all along, or maybe you wear
glasses on the top of your head and yet
search for them all over the place?
Sometimes you might go from one room
to another to do something, and when you
actually reach that other room, you com-
pletely forget why you entered the other
room.

These are not just random occur-
rences, and there is actually a term for it.
It's called brain fog, a symptom that clouds
your judgment and affects your short-term
memory. People often think that this is a
sign of aging; however, it doesn't necessar-
ily have anything to do with your age. 

Symptoms
Trouble remembering information or

inability to focus or concentrate are some
of the symptoms of brain fog. You might feel
disoriented or confused. Sometimes you
might forget a particular word that is utter-
ly common in your language, but you’re
seemingly unable to recollect. 

Deficiencies: These symptoms can be
attributed to something as basic as B com-
plex, magnesium, Vitamin D, or omega-3
deficiencies. Hypothyroidism, under-func-
tioning of thyroid, or underactive thyroid
can also cause brain fog. Of course, it can
also be triggered due to something as com-
mon as lack of sleep on a particular day or
if you're someone who has been chronical-
ly under sleeping and not getting essential
seven to eight hours of good quality sleep. 

Infections: We've seen this with long
COVID or other kinds of infection like H
Pylori infections. Residence of any type of
infection in your body can cause your brain
to not function, as all your body’s optimal
level of energy and all the crucial resources
are going into fighting the persistent infec-
tion. Thinking and Phonetic Skills are put
on the back burner at that time. 

Stress & Medications: Long term
stress like chronic, mental or emotional
stress can trigger brain fog. Some medica-
tions, especially anti-allergy meds, antihis-
tamines, antidepressants, and a lot of over-
the-counter medicines taken to cure fever
and flu, can cause brain fog. Even prescrip-
tion medicines given for treating blood pres-
sure can initiate brain fog symptoms. A lot
of people already know this; heavy alcohol
consumption, even on a single day, can trig-
ger brain fog, known as a hangover.

Reversing it
Well, first, of course, find the root cause.

Based on what you find, start countering
that root cause which will ultimately help
to get rid of Brain Fog.

You can also overcome this by making
a lot of changes to your diet like eliminat-
ing seed oil, sugar, processed food, and junk
food. Just stick to good quality proteins like
eggs, meat products, and foods like oats and
honey. Anything that would help bring
down the inflammation incurred by the
food you generally consume would be ben-
eficial and help in removing brain fog. 
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Breast cancer treatments can be quite phys-
ically and emotionally tasking for the

patients. It becomes pivotal for them to have a
positive attitude towards the whole procedure
besides adhering to the guidelines suggested by
the healthcare experts. Dr Manish Singhal,
Senior Consultant, Medical Oncology,
Indraprastha Apollo Hospital New Delhi, said
if the patient develops a trust on his/her doc-
tor and the treatment then half of the battle is
automatically won.

He further added that in order to have a
positive outlook towards life and the disease one
is battling with, practicing a light form of exer-
cise regularly is important to generate happy
hormones that will strengthen your endurance
towards the treatment. 

“Every female should be breast conscious
and breast healthy. They should be able to exam-
ine their own breast and do mammography or
ultrasound of the breast in case they detect any
problem. They should not shy away from get-
ting treatment for breast cancer. Sometimes we
see that females have been suffering from breast
cancer for many years and they know it too. But
they are hiding their problem. This actually
aggravates the issue and minimises the chances
of survival too,” he said. 

If you are at stage 1 cancer, it is possible that
you may require only surgery.
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Ninety works of India’s
greatest modern and
contemporary masters

come together in a blue-chip
suite of rare works,  in remem-
brance of Kumar Gallery’s
founder Virendra Kumar at the
Kumar Gallery online exhibi-
tion. Virendra was close to the
Progressives and a special friend
of F N Souza. Kumar Gallery
had historic exhibitions of Souza
at Sunder Nagar Gallery as well
as Sainik Farms. Virendra
passed away last year. 

Amongst the 17 works of
Souza five works are ultimate
masterpieces in composition.
Begin with Untitled girl with a
mirror, a 1962 tempera on can-
vas, of a romantic nuanced
nude created in graceful curves
and appreciation of the feminine
form unlike Souza’s later nudes
that were more puerile in facets.

Souza was known for the
heads he created as a subject of
themes ranging from kings to
priests to individuals with mon-
strous faces and surreal dynam-
ics of design. This head of a king
1964,  has about it a robust ren-
dering of domination, damna-
tion and an expression of evil
acts of suppression and obses-
sion with power.

The next head is a 1950
masterpiece of a girl’s profile cre-
ated with deft details and cross-
hatched magnificence. Violet
Head has a strong Picassoic
flavour though the nose stud
and large earrings give it the vil-
lage belle insignia.

The fourth is a radiant Red
Moon (1966) that is reminiscent
of his Spanish series. Here,
Souza captures a simultaneous-
ly bright and austere scene,
using strong warm colours to

depict what is most likely the
view from his studio on a
dreamy sunset evening. With a
combination of meticulous lines
and crosshatches, Souza fore-
grounds the few trees in this
scene, and a few bare branches
just visible and sprinkled.

Behind them, a majestic moon
illuminates the stylised sky
recalling the Catholic architec-
ture that informed so many of
Souza’s landscapes in the 1950s.

A gorgeous drawing of a
landscape is Churches and
Houses (1958). It is a landscape

done with Christian symbolism
and a veritable personification
of London. Writing about
Souza’s urban landscapes, fellow
artist Jagdish Swaminathan
noted, “Souza’s cityscapes are the
congealed visions of a mysteri-
ous world. Whether standing

solidly in enamelled petrifica-
tion or delineated in thin
colour with calligraphic into-
nations, the cityscapes of Souza
are purely plastic entities with
no reference to memories or
mirrors.” (J. Swaminathan,
‘Souza's Exhibition’, Lalit Kala
Contemporary 40, New Delhi,
March 1995, p. 31)

Showing online for the
next five months, this exhibi-
tion is a treat for tired eyes. It
reaffirms  Virendra Kumar’s
place as an astute and philatel-
ic collector with an eye for rar-
ity. In tribute to Virendra
Kumar on his 89th birth
anniversary, director Sunit
Kumar says,”  There was a time
when the evolution of style
was the result of a hard-won
struggle against the prevailing
commercial trends. It was
precisely at those crossroads
in the history of India that
Virendra acted as the princi-
pal tastemaker and visionary
patron for serious, avant-
garde artistic expression.” The
early years between the 1950s
and 70s tell a tale of vintage
vitality.

(Picture courtesy: Kumar
Gallery, Delhi)

Sometimes you might find ideas for your
next art project while being engrossed in

odd chores such as cooking or picking up
things from the grocery store. But, on the
other hand, when you finally get down to
work with your brushes, ready to make your
next masterpiece, suddenly every idea you
have might not seem appealing enough. This
is what we know as the infamous creative
block.

For a design professional, creative
blocks can be very frustrating. When you
rely on your creativity as your daily moti-
vation, apart from paying the bills and build-
ing your reputation, you cannot afford to be
short of ideas or the energy to put them into
action. At this juncture, the first thing to
remember is that every artist goes through
creative blocks. You need to constantly prac-
tise, observe, try a new method, do some-
thing that helps you remain inspired, and
repeat this process until you succeed; this
might seem to be cumbersome, but here are
a few tips to help you get started when your
creative well seems to run dry - 

Make Art Every Single Day 
Pablo Picasso once rightly said,

“Inspiration exists, but it has to find you
working.” Whatever your craft might be —
whether it's writing, painting, or podcast-
ing — you must find the drive and discipline
within yourself to sit down and do it every
single day because eureka moments arise
from consistent efforts. If you want to be
inspired, you have to seek it actively. 

Use The Power Of The Internet
The Internet has made everything con-

venient and accessible. Finding inspiration
is at your fingers. You can scroll through
your screen, port yourself to a place,
research the new findings or some ancient
culture. Through blogs and forums, you can
even connect with people from around the
world. You can see videos and hear podcasts
from artists who inspire you to ensure that
your learning curve keeps moving upwards.
Visit your favourite art page on social media
or watch that comedian who tickles your
funny bones to keep the endorphins in
check. The only drawback is that this
information overload might sometimes
make you feel overwhelmed. So it's always
good to spend some time off-screen after
your regular internet surfing to help your
ideas take shape. 

Talk About Your Ideas 
It's always good to share your thoughts

and ideas with people around you or those
who have similar interests as you. The inputs
you receive at the initial stage of your art pro-
ject might help you streamline your work
better and make the necessary changes.
However, do not rely entirely on the opin-
ions of others. Trust your instincts and
believe in ideas. 

Soak In Nature 
Nature is all around us and deep with-

in us; we are inseparable from it. If you look
close enough, every leaf, blooming flower,
or birds perching on a tree branch has a
story to tell. When I walk into a garden, I
can't help but get a sense of wonder that
triggers my imagination. As someone who
frequently switches mediums and tech-
niques, I rely on nature as a constant source
of inspiration.

Sit Back, And Make Time For 
Some Fun

Don't stress yourself out waiting for
inspiration to strike at the right time and
place. It doesn't always work like that;
instead, play, have fun and enjoy life. The

most extraordinary ideas surface when
your mind is at peace and when you are in
your happy zone. Just like spending time on
actual projects is essential, so having some
fun; this takes away restrictions, eliminates
deadlines, and stretches your muscles like
nothing else. 

Read Art Quotes Daily
Nothing beats reading the words of your

fellow artists for motivation. A constant sup-
ply of inspirational quotations about art is
a great way to stay inspired. Look for a daily
newsletter with inspiring artwork and
quotes, or try using a beautiful daily calen-
dar with your favourite artist's work. These
small, regular reminders can be effective,
especially when you need an extra push to
get to work. So put these little sources of
inspiration on your home office desk and
think about them, when you're struggling
to stay motivated.

Challenge Yourself
If you are feeling low on inspiration,

challenge yourself, do things that you
wouldn't normally. Try being an illustrator,
a photographer or even a baker. There is
always something you haven't tried or are
scared to... so, now is the moment to try it.
The most disastrous failures are always the
most significant sources of learning and
inspiration. Failing or succeeding is just an
outcome; it is the creative journey that mat-
ters. Perhaps you're working on projects that
aren't all that different from what you've
done before. Challenging yourself might be
a great way to get motivated, as it helps you
come face-to-face with your abilities and
opens the door to new opportunities. 

Make Art Like No One Is Watching
The fear of making mistakes, even

small ones, often prevents us from finding
inspiration. We don't want to risk our
progress by doing something that might not
work out. Make art just because you enjoy
the process, experiment, try new things, or
go with the flow without worrying about the
outcome; this can be very liberating. 

(The author is the founder & principal
artist, ZA Works Design)

British Council, the United
Kingdom's international organisa-
tion for educational opportunities

and cultural relations announced anoth-
er set of grant winners for its coveted
global programme — Crafting Futures:
India-UK Collaboration Scheme 2022.
Under the programme, the grants are
jointly awarded to a partnership of two
organisations  — an organisation in India
and a compatible UK organisation.
Jaipur Rugs Foundation & University of
Arts London, IICD and West Dean
College of Arts and Conservation,
University of Liverpool & INTACH
Hooghly Chapter have been shortlisted.   

Crafting Futures supports collabora-
tion to strengthen the crafts sector in
India through exciting and innovative
projects which addresses inclusion across
communities, explore solutions for glob-
al environmental challenges and gener-
ate new propositions for the relationship
between craft and technology.

Jonathan Kennedy, Director Arts
India, British Council, said: “Our recent
research with Fashion Revolution con-
firms the Covid-19 pandemic has been
particularly tough and remains challeng-
ing for livelihoods of crafts organisations,
women artists and artisans. The British
Council has continued its commitment
to strengthening the Indian crafts sector,
for improving livelihoods, and develop-
ing contemporary craft skills and tradi-
tions with a series of UK partnerships.”

The first round of Crafting Futures
India-UK scheme saw projects from
vocational training of Pinguli puppetry
artisans in Maharashtra; business skills
training and empowerment of women
artisans through sustainable processes in
crafts working at Swami Sivananda

Memorial Institute (SSMI); reviving the
urban 'living' crafts and develop oppor-
tunities for collaborations by urban
craftspeople in Kolkata, Goa and
Bangalore presenting their crafts work at
the Unbox Festival; improving the liveli-
hoods of skilled craftswomen in Gujarat
through new product designs and use of
modern marketing methods for the
Indian and European market; collabora-
tion to develop an international artists'

residency with 72 Muslim potter fami-
lies of Gundiyali in Gujarat; and a col-
laboration to revive and strengthen the
local economy around wool in the Kutch
reaching out to 100 women weavers.

As part of second round of Crafting
Futures: India-UK Collaboration
Scheme, applications were invited for
project proposals from India and the UK
organisations, out of which three more
projects have been chosen which will
benefit from monetary and technical sup-
port to collaborate with craft communi-
ties in India to co-develop and co-deliv-
er projects that support the crafts sector. 

All three awardees aim to impact the
craft sector whilst uplifting the artisans
across various cities. The collaboration
between Jaipur Rugs Foundation and
University of Arts London will help rural
women to learn new skills to earn dig-
nified incomes and gain financial inde-
pendence. The programme will address
the skill gaps in Indian artisan commu-
nities and help them expand their eco-
nomic opportunities through design
and entrepreneurship.  

The partnership between IICD and
West Dean College of Arts and
Conservation focusses on the potters of
Baswa district in Jaipur through exchange
of knowledge between India and UK
ceramic practices whilst focussing on
design and technology.

Last, the partnership between
University of Liverpool and INTACH
Hooghly Chapter will work with women
artisans in Kolkata who work in the silk
industry. With Patch-WORK, West
Bengal and an app-enabled e-commerce
network, the partners aim to train the
artisans with new business skills and cre-
ate products for the global market.
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The Indian men's hockey team
will focus on "gaining momen-

tum" for a busy year ahead when
they play France in the opening
match of the FIH Pro League here
on Tuesday.

After a stellar 2021, when the
men's hockey team won the 2020
Tokyo Olympic Games bronze
medal after more than four decades,
the Manpreet Singh-led side is set to
embark on a new mission in South
Africa with the hosts and France
their first opponents of the year.

The world No. 3 side will play
two matches apiece against South
Africa and France and India vice-
captain Harmanpreet Singh said
they were really excited about the
first assignment of 2022.

"We are really excited for our

first assignment of 2022. We begin
our season against two quality sides,
so it's a great thing. Our focus is to
gain momentum, and make a posi-
tive start as we approach this year
step-by-step. These FIH Hockey
Pro League matches will help us pre-
pare for the forthcoming major
events," said Harmanpreet.

The last time India met France
was during the 2015 Fintro Hockey
World League Semi-Final Antwerp,
with the former winning the match
3-2.

Harmanpreet said the match will
be challenging for his team. "We
haven't played against France in a
long time. They are a really good
side, and, no doubt, it will be a chal-
lenging match for us," he said.

"Our focus will remain on play-
ing good hockey, executing our
skills, and making the best out of the

opportunities. We are looking for-
ward to tomorrow's match. We will
definitely give our 100 per cent, and
hopefully, start the campaign with a

win," the vice-captain added.
The Manpreet Singh-led India

will then square off against South
Africa on February 9. The last time

both teams faced each other was
during the final of FIH Men's Series
Finals Bhubaneswar Odisha 2019,
which India won 5-1 to seal a spot
for the FIH Hockey Olympic
Qualifiers Odisha 2019. The overall
head-to-head record since 2013
belongs to the visitors, with India
winning all three matches.

On facing the world No.10 side,
the 26-year-old Harmanpreet said,"
South Africa are a quality team. They
are currently ranked 10th in the
world, and are capable of beating any
team on a given day, so you just can't
underestimate them. It will cer-
tainly be a good challenge for us, and
we are really excited to face a good
team like South Africa."

Harmanpreet added that these
matches will not only help the team
gain experience but also give them
the understanding about where they

stand with regards to their game as
well as training.

"We have a busy 2022 year, with
a lot of important tournaments
lined up in the next 12 months, so
we need to ensure that we are fully
prepared. I think the FIH Hockey
Pro League 2021/22 matches will
not only help us gain the experience
but will also give us the understand-
ing about where we stand with
regards to our game as well as train-
ing.

"You see, there's always room for
improvement, so apart from execut-
ing our skills and plans, our focus
will also remain on improving our
game, and that's where I think Pro
League matches will play a vital
role." Harmanpreet added.

After a two-day break, India will
play France on February 12 and
South Africa on February 13.
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Senegal are the new kings of
African football as the

Teranga Lions won the Africa
Cup of Nations (AFCON) title
beating Egypt in the final on
penalties on Sunday evening.

The final ended 0-0 after 120
minutes with a major opportu-
nity coming from a penalty for
Senegal that was missed by Sadio
Mane just seven minutes into the
match. After a tense shootout,
Senegal's most precious player
and forward Mane scored the

winning spot-kick as Senegal
beat Egypt 4-2 on penalties to
win their first-ever AFCON tro-
phy. 

After reaching the AFCON
final in 2002 and 2019 and los-
ing, Senegal restored their repu-
tation on the African football
scene with the victory at the
Olembe Stadium in Cameroon's
capital city of Yaounde.

Egypt will soon have a
chance for revenge when the two
sides meet again next month in
a two-legged play-off for a spot
at the 2022 World Cup in Qatar.
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Marco Arsenio's excellent
74th-minute goal gave
Real Madrid a 1-0 win at
home to Granada. The

forward's powerful shot into the cor-
ner of the Granada goal gave Madrid
a win they deserved for an improved
second-half display after an even
first 45 minutes, and moves them six
points clear at the top of La Liga.

Real  Madrid were without
Vinicius Jr and Karim Benzema on
Sunday night and in the first half they
struggled without the Frenchman.

FC Barcelona moved into fourth
place in La Liga after a thrilling 4-2
win over Atletico Madrid in the
Camp Nou Stadium. Atletico opened
the scoring after a neat combination
between Luis Suarez and Yannick
Carrasco saw the Belgian beat Marc
Andre Ter Stegen after just eight

minutes, but Barca were quickly level
after Jordi Alba's volley just two min-
utes later.

Adama Traore was enjoying a
happy return to Camp Nou and his
pace was vital as he beat Mario
Hermoso in the 22nd minute to cross
from Gavi to head in Barca's second
and just before halftime Barca
breached Atletico's defence a third
time, Xinhua reports. Gerard Pique
headed against the bar and after
Ferran Torres was unable to turn the
ball in, Ronald Araujo provided the
finish to make it 3-1. Dani Alves rifled
a loose ball home from outside of the
penalty area to make it 4-1 in the 49th
minute after Atletico again failed to
clear a ball into their area. Luis
Suarez then nodded Atletico back into
the game and Atletico's chances of get-
ting a point increased when Alves was
then sent off for putting his studs into
the back of Carrasco's calf.

The game got increasingly bad-
tempered with several bad challenges
but Barca held on while Atletico will
be worried about new signing Daniel
Wass who looked to suffer a knee
injury in a bad challenge from Torres.

Villarreal continue their climb up
the table with a 2-0 win away to third-
placed Betis thanks to a Pau Torres
header just before halftime with
Etienne Capoue sealing the win with
seven minutes left to play.

Valencia rested several first-team
regulars ahead of their forthcoming
Copa del Rey semifinal in Bilbao on
February 11 for their 0-0 draw at
home to Real Sociedad in a match that
had more chances than the final
score suggests.

Osasuna goalkeeper Sergio
Herrera saved Ivan Rakitic's 92nd-
minute penalty to hold second place
Sevilla to a 0-0 draw in the El Sadar
Stadium.

A draw was a fair result as Sevilla
looked flat against a well-organised
home side and the result sees them
lose ground on Real Madrid.

Two goals from Brais Mendez
gave Celta a 2-0 home win against
Rayo Vallecano, who made had sev-
eral changes to their team ahead of
next week's Copa del Rey semifinal.

Two controversial penalties
helped Mallorca to a win in their rel-
egation duel against Cadiz, with the
spot-kicks taken by Silva Sevilla and
new signing Vedat Muriqi overturn-
ing Ruben Alcaraz's seventh-minute
goal for Cadiz.

Elche made it five games without
defeat as they came back from conced-
ing a goal to Joselu to beat Alaves
3-1. Pere Milla netted twice after
the break and Fidel added a third
with five minutes left to play as
Elche extended Alaves winless
run to 11 matches.
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India leg-spinner Yuzvendra Chahal
revealed that captain Rohit Sharma

had told him to focus more on bowl-
ing googly ahead of the first ODI
against the West Indies.

In the match on Sunday, Chahal
took 4/49 in 9.5 overs as West Indies
were bowled out for just 176, which
was chased down by India with six
wickets in hand.

In a post-match video uploaded
by the Board of Control for Cricket
in India (BCCI), Chahal, awarded
'Player of the Match' revealed to
Sharma that how his pre-match
insight helped him plan to bamboo-
zle the West Indies batters, especial-
ly captain Kieron Pollard.

"You had told me before the
match and even I thought I missed
that during the South Africa tour, I
was not bowling a lot of googlies. It
was in my mind that when a hard-
hitter sees the ball in the slot and
decides that he will hit it, I have a
weapon, the googly, which is very
important for a leg-spinner," said
Chahal.

"You had told me that the more
googlies I bowl, my leg-spin will
become more effective. I keep bowl-
ing them to you at the nets and then
I realised that maybe I should try a
bit more of these in the matches. I
wanted to mix up the deliveries I
bowl and like we planned when
Pollard came in, you told me to bowl

it a bit fuller. I knew that if the length
was not right, there were 80 per cent
chances of him hitting me for a six,"
added Chahal, who had rattled
Pollard's off-stump on his very first
ball to him.

Responding to Sharma's ques-
tion on the changes he witnessed
while fielding at slip, Chahal dis-
closed that he had brought changes
to his angle while releasing the ball.
"I have changed my angle a bit, espe-
cially when here it is a slow wicket.
When I was not a part of the team,
I was thinking about the improve-
ment I can make. I used to see that
other bowlers used to get a bit side
arm while bowling. I also noticed
while bowling in the nets that the
release is much quicker and there is
more effort from the wrist as well."

Sunday's match was India's
1000th ODI and Chahal made it
more memorable by picking 100
wickets in the format, the second-
fastest Indian spinner to reach the
three-figure mark.

"It feels great. My career has seen
lots of ups and downs in the last five
years. But it's a very good feeling
when you take 100 wickets in any for-
mat. It's a big thing. I had never
imagined I will achieve it this early.
I will continue to do bowling with the
same approach," stated Chahal.

Sharma signed off by telling
Chahal to maintain his right mind-
set and joked about IPL auctions
coming on February 12 and 13.
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ATK Mohun Bagan will have to be at their best
when they take on league leaders Hyderabad FC

in the 2021-22 Hero Indian Super League at the
Athletic Stadium in Bambolim on Tuesday.

Hyderabad FC are on a three-match winning
streak, sitting three points clear of second-placed
Kerala Blasters FC on 26 points from 14 games.
Bartholomew Ogbeche has been in the form of his
life, scoring a brace in their 5-0 rout of NorthEast
United FC to take his tally to 14 goals this season and
overall tally to 49 in the competition.

Ogbeche will be aiming for his 50th goal and also
helping Hyderabad in the process. Ogbeche has scored
five goals in his last three matches. A hat-trick in a
4-0 win over SC East Bengal and a brace in the last
game. "ATK Mohun Bagan have good
players in practically every position.
They play well in the buildup and are
strong in set-pieces. We know they are
a very strong team in the ISL. Will
be very difficult news," Marquez said.

Hyderabad have scored 33 goals
this season, the most they have man-
aged in any of their Hero ISL seasons.
If they win against ATK Mohun Bagan,
they will extend their record of most
wins in a row.

For Juan Ferrando's ATKMB,
they have games in hand but will
need to win them to stay in touch
with the top-four pack. The
Mariners are now in sixth place
with 20 points from 12 games and
the fact that they drew three out
of their last four matches could
come back to haunt them.
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Dozens of athletes thrown into virus isolation at
China's zero-Covid Winter Olympics have laid

bare their misery -- describing 'crying like crazy'
after being hauled out of bed at 3 a.m. before being
fed miserable food in rooms too small for exercise,
Daily Mail reported.

Beijing is attempting to hold a virus-free event
in the midst of a pandemic, cutting off competi-
tors and their teams in a bubble where tests must
be taken every day, with anyone who tests pos-
itive dragged off to isolation.

But conditions in isolation are reported-
ly dire. Valeria Vasnetsova, a Russian biath-
lete, claims she was served the same inedible
meal three times a day for five days in a row
- and that it left her so emaciated that her
'bones (were) sticking out', the report said.

Head of German team Dirk Schimmelpfennig
also blasted 'unacceptable' conditions for his ath-
letes, saying isolation rooms are too small, not
hygienic enough, the food is poor and PCR tests
that athletes must take to free themselves are not
being given, Daily Mail reported. Natalia
Maliszewska, a Polish speed skater, described being
repeatedly moved into and out of quarantine over
successive days due to conflicting Covid test
results, an experience she described as a 'trauma'
that left her 'crying and crying'. During one 'night
of horror' she said officials dragged her out of bed
at 3 a.m. in order to take her back to the athlete's
village after ruling she was Covid-free -- only to later
say they made a mistake before taking her back into
solitary. There are currently 387 people from the
athletes' bubble in Covid isolation in China,
though this also includes members of their teams
and press. The exact number of competitors in soli-
tary is not clear, but is thought to be in the dozens.

Vincent Zhou, an American figure skater and
medal hopeful, was among athletes to test positive
on Monday and was taken to isolation. Austrian
snowboarder Sabine Schoffmann also tested pos-
itive. Jukka Jalonen, head of Finland's ice hockey
team, said on Sunday that China is violating the
human rights of one of his star players by keeping
him in isolation despite team doctors clearing him
to play, Daily Mail reported.
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Scotland have joined forces with
England, Wales, Northern Ireland

and Ireland in a bid to land hosting
duties for Euro 2028.

"The football associations of
England, Northern Ireland, Scotland,
Wales and the Republic of Ireland
have agreed to focus on a bid to host
UEFA EURO 2028, the third-largest
sports event in the world," a joint
statement read. A statement from the
five association boards insists a "sim-
ilar return on investment" will be
brought in with a "far lower delivery
cost", thenational.scot, reported on
Monday.

While the bid to host Euro 2028
has been launched, the nations have
agreed not to submit a bid for the 2030
World Cup. "The feasibility study
included an analysis of the 

economic impact, the political
football landscape, and likely costs of
hosting major international tourna-
ments. On balance, the five associa-
tions have decided to focus solely on
an official bid to host UEFA EURO
2028, and have agreed not to bid for
the 2030 FIFA World Cup," said the
statement.

"It would be an honour and a priv-
ilege to collectively host UEFA EURO
2028 and to welcome all of Europe. It
would also be a wonderful opportu-
nity to demonstrate the true impact
of hosting a world-class football tour-
nament by driving positive change
and leaving a lasting legacy across our
communities. "We believe the UK and
the Republic of Ireland can offer
UEFA and European football some-
thing special in 2028 — a compact and
unique five-way hosting collaboration
that will provide a great experience for
the teams and the fans," it added.
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SENEGAL WINS FIRST-EVER AFRICA CUP OF NATIONS TITLE
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