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The hijab controversy in
Karnataka took an ugly

turn on Tuesday as pro and
anti-hijab students clashed in
several parts of the State. Chief
Minister Basavaraj Bommai
appealed to students to main-
tain peace and ordered the clo-
sure of schools and colleges for
three days.

In a tweet, Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai said, “I
appeal to all the students,
teachers and management of
schools and colleges as well as
people of Karnataka to main-
tain peace and harmony. I have
ordered the closure of all high
schools and colleges for the
next three days. All concerned
are requested to cooperate.”

As protests for and against
the hijab intensified at colleges
in different parts of Karnataka,
State’s Home Minister Araga
Jnanendra also appealed for
peace and said no one should
give an opportunity to use the
police force.

The Home Minister’s
warning came as tension pre-

vailed at some educational
institutions in Udupi,
Shivamogga, Bagalkote, and
other parts, forcing the 
police and authorities to inter-
vene.

Meanwhile, the Karnataka
High Court began hearing the
petitions filed by five girls
studying in a Government Pre-
university College in Udupi,
questioning hijab restriction in
college. The court appealed to
the students to maintain peace
and posted the matter for fur-
ther hearing on Wednesday.  

“You (students) are all edu-
cated, you have to think about

your future. After two years of
Covid-19, this year classes have
been conducted in a good way.
This is the time for you to pre-
pare for your exams that are
coming up in a couple of
months,” the Home minister
said.

Noting that religious forces
behind such incidents have to
be quelled and everyone should
think about the country, the
Minister in a video statement
said, “We should all stand
together as brothers, as the chil-
dren of this country. Uniform
is a sign of equality. Educational
institutions are not the place for

practicing our religion or to
showcase our costumes.’
‘Everyone should maintain
peace. Don’t give an opportu-
nity to use the police force. I
appeal to parents to guide their
children and let’s all work
towards colleges functioning in
a peaceful manner.”

Protests erupted at the
Mahatma Gandhi Memorial
College in Udupi after a large
group of students wearing saf-
fron stoles and headgears raised
slogans on the college campus
as hijab-clad Muslim girls were
staging a protest demanding
justice, forcing the police and
college authorities to inter-
vene. Some colleges have
declared holidays in the district.

A minor stone petting inci-
dent has been reported near a
college in Bagalkote and a few
students even tried to barge
into the campus, whom police
dispersed using mild force.

A similar incident was also
reported at a college in the
Shivamogga district, and police
had to intervene to bring the
tense situation under control.

According to sources, some
students even tried to hoist the
saffron flag at the college
premises. Similar protests have
been reported at colleges in
Mandya, Vijayapura, and
Gadag districts.

Continued on Page 2
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South Korea on Tuesday
expressed regret over a

social media post by Hyundai
Motor expressing solidarity
with so-called struggle for free
Kashmir. The post was gener-
ated by a Pakistani partner of
Hyundai Motor.

Foreign Minister of South
Korea Chung Eui-yong called
his Indian counterpart S
Jaishankar on Tuesday morn-
ing and said “they regretted the
offence caused to the people
and Government of India by
the social media post”.  The car
manufacturer also expressed
regret.

India also summoned
South Korean envoy here to
lodge its protest. The External
Affairs Ministry sought “expla-
nation” from Ambassador
Chang Jae-Bok over the social
media post put out by Hyundai
Pakistan on February 5 —
Pakistan’s “so called” Kashmir
Solidarity Day. Indian envoy in
Seoul Ambassador Sripriya

Ranganathan too engaged offi-
cials at Hyundai headquarters.

Ministry Spokesperson
Arindam Bagchi said here that
India’s strong displeasure on
the unacceptable social media
post by Hyundai Pakistan was
conveyed to the Indian
Ambassador in Seoul.

“It was highlighted that
this matter concerned India’s
territorial integrity, on which
there could be no compromise.
We expected the company to
take appropriate action to
properly address these issues,”
a statement issued by the
Ministry said.

“We had seen a social
media post on the so-called
Kashmir Solidarity Day was
made by Hyundai Pakistan.
Immediately after this social
media post on Sunday,
February 6, 2022, our
Ambassador in Seoul contact-
ed the Hyundai headquarters
and sought an explanation. 

The offending post had
been removed subsequently. 

Continued on Page 2
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday ques-

tioned the legacy of the
Congress rule in the country
and pointed out that the lega-
cy of the party included the
massacre of Sikhs in 1984, the
mass exodus of Kashmiri
Pandits from Kashmir, and the
Emergency in 1975. The
Congress members walked out
in protest during Modi’s
speech.

Launching a scathing
attack on the main Opposition
party, the aggressive Prime
Minister in his 90-minute
speech in the Upper House also
said the Congress was now
gripped by the ideology of
urban Naxals.  

Participating in the debate
on the motion of thanks to the
President’s address, Modi said
if the Congress would not have
been at the helm for so many
years in the past, incidents
like atrocities against Sikhs or
exodus of the Pandits would
not have taken place.

He also said Mahatma
Gandhi was in favour of dis-

mantling the Congress after the
country gained Independence.
However, it did not happen due
to dynastic politics practised by
the party and talent was the
first casualty, Modi charged.
He also said dynastic politics
was the biggest threat to
democracy.

Listing out the so-called
failures of the Congress, Modi
said the country saw institu-
tionalised corruption, casteism
and regionalism.  He claimed
that the Congress practised
the policy of three systems,
including first discredit, then
destabilise and then dismiss.

He then read out how sev-
eral State Governments were
dismissed and President’s Rule
imposed during the Congress’
rule. The President’s Rule was
imposed more than 100 times
during the Congress rule
spread over 50 odd years, the
Prime Minister said.  He also
said 50 State Governments
were also dismissed during
that tenure.

When the Congress staged
a walkout, Modi said one needs

to listen in a democracy and
that the party was used to
only preaching to others till
now.

The Prime Minister reject-
ed accusations of altering his-
tory and said he was only
refreshing the memory of some
whose histories began only 50
years ago and whose histories
were confined to that of a par-
ticular family.

Referring to Jawaharlal
Nehru, Modi said he was “con-
cerned about his global image”,
refused to send the Army to
help Ram Manohar Lohia led
“satyagrahis” working for Goa’s
independence.  The Congress,
he added, delayed Goa’s inde-
pendence by 15 years until after
India attained freedom.

Modi also listed instances
of past Congress Governments
muzzling the freedom of
expression and cited Lata
Mangeshkar’s musician broth-
er Hridaynath Mangeshkar
being sacked from All India
Radio (AIR) for presenting
poetry on Veer Savarkar.
Lyricist Majrooh Sultanpuri, he
added, was jailed for criticising
Jawaharlal Nehru. Singer
Kishore Kumar too had to suf-
fer during the Emergency, the
Prime Minister said.

Whenever someone with-
in the Congress has spoken
against a  particular family, the
results have been there for all
to see, Modi said, naming the
late Sitaram Kesri. 

Continued on Page 2
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Bodies of all the seven sol-
diers, part of an Army

patrol that was hit by an
avalanche in Arunachal
Pradesh and who went missing
on Sunday, were found on
Tuesday after the Army
launched a big search and res-
cue mission, including by
mountaineers and helicopters.

Giving details here, the
Army said on Tuesday seven
Army personnel were struck by
an avalanche in the high alti-
tude area of the Kameng Sector.

The rescue operation was
launched immediately and
bodies of all seven have been
recovered from the avalanche
site. “Unfortunately, despite
the best efforts of everyone
involved, all seven have been
confirmed dead,” the state-
ment said.  

Continued on Page 2
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Hours before the campaign
for the first phase of elec-

tion in Uttar Pradesh ended on
Tuesday, the BJP released its
election manifesto called Lok
Kalyan Sankalp Patra in which
the party promised “freebies”
like free electricity in the farm
sector, a scooty each to college
going girl students, and cre-
ation of one crore job, includ-
ing self-employment.   

With an eye on the core
Hindutva voting bloc, the party
also promised to make “love
jehad” law more stringent. It
promised to bring in a law for
10-year jail and �1 lakh penal-
ty to those found guilty in case
of what is called “love jehad”. It
also promised the setting up of
anti-corruption oganisation
units in all 18 divisions and
anti-terrorist commando cen-
tres in Meerut, Rampur,
Azamgarh, Kanpur, and

Bahraich in order to maintain
law and order in the State.

“We have fulfilled almost
95 per cent of the promises we
had made in the last elections
in 2017. We are committed to
fulfil the promises which we are
making today,” Union Home
Minister Amit Shah said while
releasing the manifesto here.

The 16-page booklet has
promised to make UP “number
one” economy in the country
and jobs to one member of
every family. It promised to
double the per capita income,

free power for irrigation,
strengthening of MSP for
wheat and paddy as well as
announced that sugarcane dues
will be cleared within 14 days.

Shah said Sankalp Patra
pays special attention to farm-
ers, crafts persons, workers,
women, and the youth. “The
BJP manifesto promises two
additional LPG cylinders to all
the beneficiaries of Ujjwala on
the occasion of Holi and
Diwali, free scooty to every tal-
ented college-going girl. The
grant under Kanya Sumangala
Yojana has been increased from
�15, 000 to �25,000. Besides,
the manifesto promises to pro-
vide   2 crore tablets or smart-
phones to students,” he said.

Speaking on the occasion,
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
said the manifesto seeks to
bring qualitative change in the
life of the 25 crore population
of the State. 

Continued on Page 2
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BJP Member of Parliament
from Uttar Pradesh Varun

Gandhi on Tuesday called out
the first press statement of
newly-appointed vice-chan-
cellor of the Jawaharlal Nehru
University (JNU), Santi Shree
Dhulipudi Pandit, and said
“such mediocre appointments
serve to damage our human
capital and our youth’s future”.

Soon after taking over her
charge as vice-chancellor,
Pandit issued a statement
thanking the Prime Minister
and Minister of Higher
Education for appointing her as
the first woman VC of the uni-
versity.

Varun has come down
heavily on her for being
appointed as the VC of JNU
and singled out “mistakes” in
her press statement in English
saying it is “an exhibition of
illiteracy”.

Continued on Page 2
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Samajwadi Party (SP) chief
Akhilesh Yadav and West

Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee hit out at UP Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath say-
ing “the BJP’s plane of lies won’t
be able to land in Uttar Pradesh
this time”. Both the leaders tar-
geted the UP Chief Minister
over Covid-19 mismanage-
ment in the State.

Addressing the media with
Akhilesh in Lucknow, Mamata
urged people to not waste their
vote on the BJP in the coming
UP Assembly elections. 

Continued on Page 2
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Samajwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav released the

party's 88-page manifesto for
Uttar Pradesh Assembly elec-
tions on Tuesday, promising to
make all farmers debt-free by
2025. 

The SP has coined the
manifesto as 'Samajwadi
Vachan Patra' with a tag line
'satya vachan, atoot vaada'
(word of honour, unbroken
promise).

Addressing a press confer-
ence in Lucknow on Tuesday,
Akhilesh Yadav said, “I remem-
ber that when the SP had
released its manifesto in 2012
and then when we formed the
government, we held a meeting
of all departments related to
various promises and fulfilled
those promises. With ‘satya
vachan, atoot vaada’, we are
going to people with this doc-
ument as the party manifesto
for 2022.”

The SP chief said, “In the
next four years, by 2025, all
farmers will be made 'debt
free' if my party comes to
power in Uttar Pradesh. A
‘karj-mukti’ law will be made
that will benefit most poor
farmers. Our manifesto has
promised minimum support
price (MSP) for all crops,
besides ensuring payment for
sugarcane farmers in 15 days.
We will form a corpus for this
if required. All farmers will get
free power for irrigation, inter-
est-free loan, insurance and
pension arrangements will be

made."
Akhilesh further said that

an urban employment guaran-
tee law would be enacted on the
lines of Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme (MGN-
REGS). The former chief min-
ister said that there would be 33
per cent reservation for women
in government jobs, including
the UP Police.

The SP manifesto also
promises free education for
girls from primary class till
post-graduation. Also, a ‘Kanya
Vidhya Dhan’ scheme will be
launched again under which
girls clearing their class 12
exam will be provided with a
one-time amount of Rs 36,000.
It also pledges to provide a lap-
top to all students clearing
their class 12 exams.

The SP chief further said,
“’Samajwadi Pension’ will be re-
launched, under which elder-
ly people, needy women and
families below poverty line
(BPL) would be provided Rs
18,000 every year. This will
benefit nearly one crore fami-
lies."

Further, the manifesto says

that samajwadi canteens and
'kirana' (groceries) stores will
be established where poor
labourers, masons and destitute
will get ration and other essen-
tials on concessional rates.

“These canteens will pro-
vide ‘Samajwadi Thali’ for Rs
10. The aim of this scheme is
to end the hunger problem in
the state. A helpline number for
migrant labourers of the state
-- ‘1890 Mazdoor Power Line’
-- will also be launched,” he
said. 

Akhilesh also said that a
compensation of Rs 25 lakh
would be given to the kin of
farmers who lost their lives
during farmers’ protests and a
farmers' memorial would also
be set up in the state.

In a unique announce-
ment, the SP manifesto also
promises one litre free petrol to
all two-wheeler holders in the
state every month.

Earlier in Agra on Sunday,
the Samajwadi Party president
had promised to set up a uni-
versity named after former
Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee at Bateshwar, whose
ancestral village Bateshwar is in
Agra district.

Akhilesh also promised to
upgrade the Bateshwar Fair to
international standard and fur-
ther improve the condition of
ghats and temples there.

He targeted the Bharatiya
Janata Party for announcing a
university after Atal Bihari
Vajpayee in Lucknow, which he
claimed had not been imple-
mented till date.
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The Bombay High Court on
Tuesday issued a show-

cause notice to Maharashtra
Minister and NCP’s chief
spokesperson Nawab Malik
asking him to explain why
should not an action be taken
against him for breaching
undertakings given to the court
and for continuing to defame
IRS officer Sameer Wankhede
for “breaching” his undertak-
ings to the court and continu-
ing to make defamatory state-
ments against IRS officer
Sameer Wankhede.

Two months after Malik

filed an affidavit tending an
“unconditional apology” to the
Bombay High Court for
‘breaching’ his undertaking to
the court that he would refrain
from making statements
against Sameer’s father
Dhyandev Wankhede and his
family members, a HC bench
of Justices SJ Kathawalla and
Milind Jadhav passed an order
on a contempt petition filed by
Dnyandeo Wankhede, alleging
ongoing defamation.

Alluding to Malik's affi-
davit filed on December 10
wherein he had disputed the
veracity of the press conference
transcripts, the HC bench said

that the NCP minister should
have produced the “correct
statements” on record in that
case.

"We are therefore not sat-
isfied with the explanation
given by Respondent No 1
(Nawab Malik)," the HC bench
said,  as it directed the High
Court registry to issue the
show-cause notice under Rules
to Regulate Proceedings for
Contempt under Article 215 of
the Constitution of India and
the Contempt of Court Act
1971. The notice is returnable
on February 21.

It may be recalled that in an
affidavit filed by him on

December 10,. 2021 in
response to an explanation
sought from him by the high
court on December 7 as to why
a contempt of court notice
should not be issued against
him for deliberately breaching
his assurance to the court,
Malik had tendered an
“unconditional apology” t the
same HC bench of Justices
Kathawalla and Jadhav for
breaching an undertaking
given to the court.

“I tender my uncondition-
al apology to this Honourable
Court in respect of the breach-
es of my undertaking given to
this Court as recorded in the

orders dated November 25 and
November 29, 2021. I had no
intention to disrespect, dis-
honour, overreach or breach
the said order,” Malik had stat-
ed.

Malik had told the court
that the statements were made
during the course of media
interviews with journalists on
several topics over a consider-
able period of time.

The Minister said that the
responses given by him during
the course of interviews were
made with a belief that they
were not covered by the under-
taking given by him to the High
Court.
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From Page 1
Last week, the State Government had issued an order

to make uniforms prescribed by it or the management
of private institutions mandatory for its students at
schools and pre-university colleges across the state.

The issue that initially began in January at a gov-
ernment PU College in Udupi where six students, who
attended classes wearing head-scarf in violation of the
stipulated dress code were asked to leave the campus,
has spread to different parts of the state, with Hindu stu-
dents too responding with saffron shawls.

Hindu students coming with saffron shawls are also
being barred from classes.

The row has also taken a political colour, as the rul-
ing has BJP stood strongly in support of uniform relat-
ed rules being enforced by educational institutions, call-
ing the headscarf, a religious symbol, while the oppo-
sition Congress has come out in support of Muslim girls.

Meanwhile, the raging hijab controversy in
Karnataka reverberated in the Lok Sabha on Tuesday.
Congress leader Adhir Ranjan Chowdury raised it in the
House and asked the Government to give a statement
on the issue. The Congress leader said “discrimination”
on the basis of religion should not be happening and peo-
ple are being attacked for wearing hijab.

At this point, there was some uproar from the trea-
sury benches and Speaker Om Birla allowed Karnataka
BJP MP Shiv Kumar Udasi to have his say on the issue.

Udasi said even though Congress is “making hue and
cry” over the hijab, the issue is sub-judice in many states
and should not be raised here.

The issue was raised under “matters of urgent pub-
lic interest” before the House took up the discussion  on
the general Budget. 
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The Ambassador of the

Republic of Korea was summoned
by the Ministry of External Affairs
yesterday 7th February 2022,” it
said.The issue echoed in the Rajya
Sabha also on Tuesday with Union
Minister Piyush Goyal informing
the Elders the Government had
asked Hyundai Motors to be more
forceful in its unequivocal apolo-
gy.Hyundai had issued a clarifica-
tion after it faced calls for a boycott
of its cars, but there have been
demands for the company to apol-
ogise unequivocally over its Pakistan
partner expressing solidarity with
the cause of separate Kashmir.

Goyal said the Government
has conveyed to the company the
need for them to be more forceful
in their apology.  “This issue has
been taken up both with the
Government there and the com-
pany concerned,” Goyal said.

“They (Hyundai) have already
issued a clarification yesterday.
We have also asked them to be
more forceful in their unequivocal
apology on this issue,” he said.

Raising the issue, Priyanka
Chaturvedi (Shiv Sena) said certain
companies have been offering sup-
port and “posting content on
Kashmir solidarity day observed by
Pakistan”.

“The content they have post-
ed on their platforms calls for free-

dom for Kashmir,” she said with-
out naming Hyundai.

Similar posts had also appeared
from social media handles linked
to Kia Motors’ dealers/ partners in
Pakistan.  The companies, she
said, do business both in India and
Pakistan, and “yet have posted con-
tent in solidarity with Pakistan over
Kashmir”.

“Such posts that are challeng-
ing the sovereignty of our country
should not be acceptable. It has
been surprising that it has been
ignored till now. And also keeping
in mind that these companies have
been flourishing in India for the
past many years yet choosing to
take stances that are contentious is
unacceptable.

Companies must respect the
rules and laws of the nation they
operate in and should refrain from
engaging in political and con-
tentious causes,” she said, demand-
ing that the Government ensures
apology by the firms for the “sedi-
tious posts, and ensure companies
that operate here do not challenge
the sovereignty of the country”.

Earlier in the day Hyundai
issued a statement saying it deeply
regrets any offence caused to
Indians by an “unauthorized” tweet
from the account of its Pakistan
partner.

“As a business policy, Hyundai
Motor Company does not com-
ment on political or religious issues
in any specific region,” Hyundai
said in a Twitter post. 

)�*�
	��000

From Page 1
Without naming Congress MP Rahul

Gandhi, who recently said in the Lok
Sabha that the Constitution mentioned
“India as a Union of States and not a
nation”, Modi said if the Congress felt the
conceptualisation of the nation was uncon-
stitutional, it should change its name from
Indian National Congress to Federation of
Congress.

Modi also criticised some parties that
created negativity during Covid times and
said they even boycotted an all-party meet-
ing on the issue.

Highlighting the achievements of his
Government during the pandemic, Modi
said it was able to control inflation despite
high international prices and amid the
pandemic.He claimed that while the
United States now faced the highest infla-
tion in 40 years and the United Kingdom
in the last 30 years, India has controlled
price rise. 

Modi said inflation has remained
between 4-5 per cent during the last six
years, while it was in double digits during
the UPA rule. Though other countries are
facing high inflation and slow growth,
India is witnessing high growth and
medium inflation and has become the
fastest-growing economy among devel-
oping countries, he said.
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From Page 1
“In this Government of double engine,

every effort was made to give benefits to
every farmer, poor, women without dis-
crimination. Along with the manifesto, BJP
also launched a new election song named
‘Kar Ke Dikhana Hai’,” he said.

Prioritising farmers’ welfare, the BJP’s
Sankalp Patra said that it will continue its
loan waiver scheme for farmers for the next
five years. The BJP has said it would set up
the Sardar Patel Agri-Infrastructure
Mission with an investment of Rs 25,000
crore under which cutting and grading
units, cold chain chambers, godowns,
processing centers among others will be
constructed.

The BJP manifesto also states that in
the next five years, Mukhyamantri Krishi
Sinchai Yojana will be launched at a cost
of Rs 5,000 crore. Emphasizing the sugar-
cane industry, the manifesto states that
sugar mills will be modernized and
upgraded under the Sugarcane Mill
Renewal Mission at a cost of Rs 5,000 crore.

The party promises to create a fund of
Rs 1000 crore to ensure minimum support
price to the farmers for all crops like pota-
to, tomato, and onion. Further, Rs 1000
crore will be allotted under the Nand Baba
Milk Mission to make the State a leader in
milk production. At the same time, 4,000

new crop-specific FPOs, 6 mega food parks
will be set up across the State.

In honour of singing legend and
Bharat Ratna Lata Mangeshkar, the BJP
announced to establish of “Lata
Mangeshkar Performing Arts Academy”
which will carry forward her legacy and
will inspire generations.

Sankalp Patra, which emphasizes the
promotion of cultural heritage and
tourism, can prove to be effective in
highlighting and re-establishing UP’s
tourism potential globally. The BJP has
announced to build Lok Bhasha Academy
in Awadh, Braj, Purvanchal and
Bundelkhand, Film City, Lata Mangeshkar
Performing Arts Academy, and establish-
ment of a special board for elderly saints
and priests.

Promising to escalate the reforms
made during the Yogi reign in the health
sector, the party announced to fulfil the tar-
get of setting up Government medical col-
leges with state-of-the-art facilities in
every district of the State. It has been
announced to set up six “Dhanwantri Mega
Health Parks” in the State with an invest-
ment of about Rs 30,000 crore. These parks
will enable the State to become self-
reliant by expanding the production of
medical facilities like health and surgical
instruments and medicines on a large scale.

The manifesto promises bus stops in
every village panchayat and 100 per cent
village connectivity in all village panchayat,
every block one ITI and every district med-
ical college. It also promised a metro in
Kashi, Meerut, Gorakhpur, Prayagraj
Bareilly, and Jhansi. It also proposes to set
up Ramayan University in Ayodhya.

������	��	�
�
		����	
000

From Page 1
“This press release from the

new JNU VC is an exhibition of
illiteracy, littered with gram-
matical mistakes (would strive
vs will strive; students friendly
vs student-friendly; excellences
vs excellence). Such mediocre
appointments serve to damage
our human capital and our
youth’s future”, said Varun who
had also attached Pandit’s letter
along with his tweet.

He also said with few high-
er education institutions at par
with global standards “India
needs to have the right leaders
to shape the journey for uni-
versities likely to succeed”.

The BJP leader who has
been at daggers drawn with his
party said the new appointment
has “little to offer in academic
vision”.In his scathing attack
against the VC’s appointment,
Varun said “as such, appointing
someone with little to offer in
academic vision, credentials
or even the ability to commu-
nicate, is a path to mediocrity
and long-term illiteracy for
our human capital”.

Varun, who has been for
some time challenging  his own
party on many issues, includ-
ing its  economic policies, went
on to say, “ We need leaders,
with the right values, and dis-
cipline - not those who cannot
do basic due diligence on their
first press release with regards
to their appointment.”

The BJP MP, in his no-
holds-barred indictment of the
VC of the JNU, an institution,
which has been in the eye of the
storm for fiery ideological con-
troversies, also called her “a
loudmouth”.

“A great institution like
JNU needs empathy, sensitivi-
ty, and careful steering, not a
loudmouth, with little verbal
control. Academic credentials
and past experience, not
retweets, should be the criteria
for selection”, said Varun.

The BJP MP has opposed
the Modi Government’s stand
on the Minimum Support Price
and other  Farmers issue and
had earlier also shot-off a letter
to the Prime Minister demand-
ing “strict action” against Union
Minister Ajay Mishra Teni,
embroiled in the Lakhimpur
Kheri massacre.
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From Page 1

Mamata launched a veiled
attack on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, after his phys-
ical visit to Bijnor was cancelled
citing “bad weather” on
Monday, and said, “The BJP’s
plane of lies won’t be able to land
in Uttar Pradesh this time.”

Targeting the UP Chief
Minister, TMC leader said
“Yogi Adityanath had come to
Bengal to defeat us...where
were you when people were
dying of Covid,” she said.
Speaking about the reports of
bodies floating in the river
Ganga, Mamata asked whether
the Uttar Pradesh Government
didn’t have woods to cremate
them.

“We revere Ganga ma.
And here you threw dead bod-
ies in the Ganga. Many dead
bodies floated to Bengal. We

picked up those bodies and
respectfully cremated them.
Did you not have wood to cre-
mate the bodies?” she asked
rhetorically.

Attacking BJP Akhilesh
said, “The BJP deployed its
entire strength in West Bengal
but they could not defeat Didi.
She has come to Lucknow
from Kolkata but those from
BJP couldn’t come to UP from
Delhi stating ‘bad weather’.
BJP’s plane of lies won’t be able
to land in UP this time.” 

PM Modi on Monday
while addressing the Bijnor
rally virtually said that his
helicopter couldn’t leave due to
weather conditions, so he
thought of holding the rally
through video conferencing.

West Bengal Chief
Minister said, “History will
never forgive those responsible
for Hathras, Unnao incidents
and bodies dumped in the
Ganga in UP during COVID-

19.” “CM Yogi Adityanath,
where were you when these
things were happening? Yogi Ji
must apologise to the people of
Uttar Pradesh. I urge you all to
support Samajwadi party and
make them win, defeat BJP.
Don’t fall for false promises
made by BJP... I will also visit
Varanasi on March 3,” she said. 

Earlier, Banerjee informed
that TMC will not contest the
Uttar Pradesh elections but will
field candidates in the State in
the Lok Sabha elections in 2024.
“In Uttar Pradesh, I am not
going to contest Assembly polls
but I am going to support
Samajwadi party Chief Akhilesh
Yadav. TMC will contest in
Uttar Pradesh in the 2024 Lok
Sabha polls,” she said, reflecting
her national ambitions in the
next general elections. The
TMC is seeking to increase its
footprint nationally ahead of the
2024 Lok Sabha polls.

On Tuesday, the BJP

released its manifesto for the
UP polls after postponing it for
two days as a mark of respect
to legendary singer Lata
Mangeshkar who passed away
on Sunday morning. Banerjee
said that the saffron party
released its manifesto today on
hearing that she would be in
Lucknow. “Don’t know if it is a
manifesto or ‘Moneyfesto’,” she
said.The TMC leader asked
the BJP to seek forgiveness over
the Lakhimpur Kheri incident
in which a Union Minister’s son
is accused of running over
protesting farmers.”Do you
have any shame? Farmers were
protesting and your Minister’s
son killed farmers by running
them over with vehicles. At
least seek forgiveness,” she 
said. 

The 403-member Uttar
Pradesh Assembly is scheduled
to go to the polls in seven phas-
es on February 10, 14, 20, 23, 27,
March 3, and 7. 
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From Page 1 
The area, located at an

altitude of 14,500 feet, was
witnessing inclement weather
with heavy snowfall since the
last few days. The bodies of the
soldiers are currently being
transferred from the avalanche
site to the nearest Army med-
ical facility for further formal-
ities, the Army said.

The Army has to face these
hazards while patrolling the
high altitude areas along the
Line of Actual Control (LAC)
facing China and Line of
Control (LOC) with Pakistan
besides the Siachen glacier. 

In fact, more than 1,000
soldiers have died due to
vagaries of weather and dan-
gerous terrain in the glacier
since the Army took a position
in 1984 at the world’s highest
battlefield.  In fact, ten soldiers
died in an avalanche when it hit
their camp in 2016 there.

These patrols are fraught
with danger due to weather
conditions including avalanch-
es at high altitudes. In May

2020, two Army soldiers who
were part of a patrol-cum-
snow-clearing party died after
they were caught in an
avalanche in Sikkim.

In February 2020, the
Government informed
Parliament that six Army per-
sonnel had died due to
avalanches and snow-slides in
the Siachen Glacier in 2019,
while 11 others were killed in
similar incidents elsewhere. 

All troops inducted into
high-altitude regions are pro-
vided adequate training in
mountain craft, ice craft, and
survival in glaciated terrain in
mountains, and in coping with
any eventuality like avalanch-
es, and they are also taught to
handle medical 
emergencies. 

They are also suitably
equipped to undertake the
operational challenges and use
modern equipment like heli-
copters, unmanned aerial vehi-
cles, snow scooters, avalanche
detectors, and mountain cloth-
ing.
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Abody of private schools of
Haryana has urged the

State Government to reopen
junior classes in the State. They
said if the Government didn't
take a call then they would be
forced to open schools for all
classes on their own.

Keeping the Covid pan-
demic in view Haryana has so
far allowed only offline class-
es for students of classes 10 to
12. A bunch of private schools
and parents in Gurugram have
demanded that junior classes
be reopened at the earliest. 

Haryana Sikshan Sansthan
Sangthan, State president, Dr
Yashpal Yadav said that if the
Government did not accept
their demand, then they will
open all classes on their own.

There are reports that sev-
eral private schools have
already started calling students
of all classes to attend casses in
schools.

"Earlier we submitted a
memorandum to the
Gurugram Deputy
Commissioner (DC) and even

raised our concern before the
District Education Officer
(DEO) to start offline classes
for the junior wing but we did
not get a satisfactory response.
We will soon approach
Haryana Chief Minister if the
schools for all classes are not
reopened at the earliest," Yadav
said.

“The parents have realised
that their children will suffer a
lot if the schools are not opened
with immediate effect. The
learning gap between the chil-
dren and physical appearance
before the teacher has already
widened a lot. All the children
are not capable to attend online
classes so It is quite necessary
to open schools in full strength
in favour of children future,"
Yadav added.

“The parents, teachers, and
students have a sense of resent-
ment due to the closure of

schools. A case of Covid-19 is
declining day-by-day, now
what the government is waiting
for. The Government should
take an immediate decision
regarding the opening of junior
classes. Also, It is wrong to
open everything and just keep
the schools shut," said Rekha
Yadav, Chairman, CD
International School.

Meanwhile, a senior official
of the education department
requesting anonymity said that
"The Covid pandemic is declin-
ing, but it has not gone away
completely. Several students
of classes 10-12 have been vac-
cinated. But there is no vaccine
for the students of junior class-
es.”

However, the Directorate
of Information, Public
Relations & Languages
Department in a tweet said,
"Schools in Haryana starts
from Feb 10 for Class 1 to 9.
However, COVID-19 appro-
priate behaviours will be strict-
ly followed in classes. He
added, parents who want to
send their children to school
can do so. Online classes will
also continue."
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The Delhi Government
announced that the entire

pension process has been trans-
formed online from Tuesday.

Social Welfare Minister
Rajendra Pal Gautam said the
step will end corruption and
provide convenience to the
public. “This is a one-of-a-kind
initiative in the country,” the
Minister added.

Taking to the micro-blog-
ging site Twitter, he said:
"Revolutionary step of Arvind
Kejriwal Government of Delhi.
To eliminate corruption and
provide convenience to the
public, the entire process of
pension is now online. Today
the first digital payment has
been made. This is a one-of-a-
kind initiative in the country.
We have been able to reach this
point only because of our hon-

est politics."
He added, "Earlier this

payment could not be made
digital due to technical reasons,
but the Social Welfare
Department of Delhi held sev-
eral meetings with the Central
Government, and found its
solution. Now there will be no
hindrance or delay in pension
cases. The whole process, right
from filling of the application
form to disbursement of pen-
sion, all will be online. Now
people will not have to face any
inconvenience by standing in
queues at Government offices.”

The National Social
Assistance Programme
(NSAP), PPS has been imple-
mented in the Financial
Assistance Scheme whose end-
to-end digitisation has been
completed. The first pension
payment through NSAP PPS
was done on Tuesday.


��������������� �'9�)'72,
81$$���+2��)

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) will transform the

Devbhoomi in five years by
implementing new ideas and a
comprehensive agenda for the
development and prosperity
of Uttarakhand, party National
Convenor  Arvind Kejriwal
said on Tuesday while appeal-
ing to the BJP and Congress
supporters to give AAP a
chance in the forthcoming
Assembly polls in the State.

Addressing the people,
Kejriwal said that the Congress
ruled for 10 years while the BJP
formed the Government here
for 11 years and  both the par-
ties wreaked havoc on the peo-
ple and hindered the develop-
ment of Uttarakhand.

"Being a fairly new party,
the AAP is bringing in a fresh
perspective with an honest
CM candidate. We have deliv-
ered on our promises and
made immense progress in
Delhi. Similarly, we have ideat-
ed an elaborate agenda with
new and revolutionary plans to
ensure Uttarakhand’s develop-
ment. We will make healthcare

facilities accessible in even the
most remote villages in the
State," he added.

"Supporters of BJP-
Congress will also benefit from
free education and healthcare,
24x7 free electricity, and unem-
ployment allowance.
Uttarakhand owes thousands of
crores as debt thanks to the
debacles of the BJP and
Congress over 21 years. Along
with the myriad of advance-
ments, AAP will not only make
Uttarakhand debt-free, but also
profitable like Delhi," he 
said.

The AAP Convenor fur-
ther said, “ The AAP will build
schools across the state in
every village to make sure that

quality education is provided to
every child in Uttarakhand. We
will transform the Government
schools, mirroring our Delhi
model. 

"We will create and provide
jobs for the youth of
Uttarakhand. And an unem-
ployment allowance till said
jobs are secured. We will pro-
vide free electricity 24x7. We
want to build impressive gov-
ernment schools in
Uttarakhand. 

“Health services will be
provided from village to village
and everyone in Uttarakhand
will receive free medical treat-
ment. When we provide elec-
tricity for 24 hours a day," he
added.

New Delhi: Lieutenant-Governor Anil Baijal on
Tuesday asked officials to ensure quality and
long-term sustainability of water bodies in the
city. Baijal reviewed the progress of the imple-
mentation of the Jal Shakti Abhiyan and reju-
venation of water bodies in Delhi with top offi-
cials of the Delhi Government.

"Advised the officials of the Environment
Department and the Delhi Jal Board to ensure
synergy with the Delhi Biodiversity Society of the
Delhi Development Authority (DDA) to com-
plement the ongoing efforts towards augment-
ing water availability in Delhi and to leverage
expertise on water related issues for more effec-
tive outcomes," Baijal said in a tweet.

He complimented the stakeholders for the
progress made towards conservation of water and
revival of water bodies in Delhi. 

Emphasis was laid during the meeting on the
assessment of the quantity and quality of water
in the water bodies to ensure effective utilisation
of water and their long-term sustainability.  

Delhi chief secretary, DDA vice-chairman,
additional chief secretary (Environment), prin-
cipal secretary (environment), DJB CEO, munic-
ipal commissioners and other senior officials
attended the meeting. PTI
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A26-year-old resident doctor
from Delhi's RTR Hospital

was shot at allegedly by
unknown persons while the
doctor was standing outside the
hospital building.

The injured doctor has been
identified as Hemant, who is
under treatment but is stated to
be out of danger.

According to a senior police
official, on Monday night, the
doctor was standing outside the
hospital building when
unknown assailants came in a
car and opened fire at him and
fled from the spot.

"The incident took place at
around 8 PM on Tuesday in
Dwarka when Dr Hemant was
standing outside near the
Emergency department of the
hospital when a group of
assailants parked their car near
the building. They got out and
opened  fire at him following
which one of the bullets hit the
jawline of the victim," said the
senior police official.

Even though local tried to
stop the accused, they spead
away soon after the incident.
The guards at the hospital also

tried to stop the accused by clos-
ing the main gate but they man-
aged to escape.

Personal enmity is suspect-
ed to be the reason behind the
incident, however, police said
that all angles are being looked
into to ascertain the exact cause
of firing.

All CCTV cameras installed
inside and outside the hospital
premises are being scanned to
identify and analayse the sus-
pects involved in the incident,
police said.The statement of the
injured doctor will be recorded
once he is declared fit for it by
them, police said. No arrests
have been made in the case. The
accused are absconding, police
said, adding efforts are being
taken to nab 
them. Taking to Twitter on
Tuesday, the Delhi Police post-
ed about the incident.

“An incident of firing upon
a resident doctor has been
reported from RTR Hospital, JP
Kalan. The victim is undergoing
treatment at hospital & is stable.
A case under attempt to murder
& Arms Act has been registered
& multiple teams formed to nab
the culprits," the senior police
official said.
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During a protest against the
Delhi University adminis-

tration demanding reopening of
the University, a 23-year-old
student attempted suicide  by
allegedly trying to set himself
ablaze by pouring petrol over his
body.

Kamal Tiwaree, who hails
from Kanpur in Uttar Pradesh,
is a first year student of MA
Buddhist in DU. Police said he
is not injured and is being coun-
selled by professionals.

According to Sagar Singh
Kalsi, the Deputy Commissioner
of Police (DCP), North district,
at around 1.45 PM during a
protest by CYSS (Chhatra Yuva

Sangharsh Samiti) against DU
Admin, demanding opening of
the university, Tiwari  tried to

pour petrol over self  in order to
torch himself."Police team at the
spot immediately stopped him

and he was removed from there
and taken to HRH hospital. It is
learnt that the said liquid was a
mix of petrol and water. Further
antecedents are being verified,"
said the DCP.

According to the student
bodies, Tiwaree is a first-year
student of MA Buddhist Studies
in Delhi University and is also
an activist from CYSS, which is
the Youth Wing of Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP). "During the protest
regarding DU reopen, he
attempted to set him ablaze by
pouring petrol on himself. This
was in the midst of the protest
and alleged that he has been
arrested by the Delhi Police," the
student bodies alleged.

Police, however, denied
arrest and said the student is not
injured nor arrested. Instead he
is being conselled by the med-
ical professionals here.  "Rumors
of legal action against Kamal
Tiwaree are false. He is at pre-
sent being counselled by the
Mental Health Professionals of
Hindu Rao Hospital," said the
senior police official. 
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With the arrest of six peo-
ple, the Special Cell of the

Delhi Police has busted a fake
visa racket in the national
Capital. Police said that they
have also recovered equipment
used for preparation of fake
visas of different countries,
especially European nations,
from the possession of the
accused.

A total of 225 passports —
90 Indian, 124 Nepalese and 11
Bangladeshi, a large number of
fake visa stickers of different
countries etc. were recovered
from their possession, police
said.

The accused have been
identified as Sanjeev Kumar
(49), Lakhvinder Singh (44),
Rajveer Singh (51), Anil Paul
(53), Dushyant (38) and
Rajkumar (29). 

According to Sanjeev
Kumar Yadav, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Special Cell, police
received information a few
days back that a racket was
operating from Delhi which
was indulged in preparation

and arrangement of fake visa
on passports. 

"On Friday, police got a tip-
off that one Sanjeev will meet
his contacts at Janakpuri
Institutional area near Gas
Godam. Later, a trap was laid
and three accused persons were
nabbed," said the DCP. 

During interrogation,
Sanjeev revealed that he used
to hunt the visa seekers by
assuring them that he can eas-
ily get them one of any coun-
try. He used to apply for visa at
VFS Global Pvt. Ltd, Shivaji
Stadium, New Delhi and
deposit his clients’ passport
along with the visa application
form at the center, said the
DCP.

He used to give his office
address in visa application
form so that the rejected forms,
along with the clients’ passport,
couriered to their office which
they later used for making
fake visa with the help of their
associates Paul and Dushyant,
who were running the fake visa
printing office at Laxmi Nagar
area, the DCP said. 

On Sunday, Paul was
apprehended from Laxmi

Nagar. Paul led police to his
office at Laxmi Nagar from
where his associate Dushyant
was arrested. Later, Rajkumar
was also nabbed, said the DCP.

For preparing fake visa
sticker, they used to do the
coating of radium on A4 size
glossy paper by scan printing
method. Then details, includ-
ing photo of applicant, printed
on it by using fine quality
colour laser printer using Corel
Draw software, police said. 

After radium coating,
hologram was fixed on the visa
paper. They have own holo-
gram making unit which
include hologram die and heat-
ing and pressing unit, they
said. 

Finally, a roll was prepared
which was used later.
Thereafter, the paper was cut
into specified different shapes
as per size of visa of particular
country, police said. 

They also print delivery
address on same glossy paper
and paste on envelop along
with barcode sticker. Finally,
envelop was handed over to
agents for delivery, police
added.

New Delhi: The Delhi High Court on Tuesday
granted time for filing of applications for
adding as parties certain political leaders to the
petitions alleging that they delivered hate
speeches which led to violence in February 2020
here in the backdrop of protests against the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act. 

Senior advocates Colin Gonsalves and
Sonia Mathur, who appeared for petitioners
Shaikh Mujtaba Farooq and Lawyers Voice,
respectively, said that they would file applica-
tions for the impleadment of the concerned per-
sons to their petitions seeking registration of
FIRs against the alleged wrongdoers.  

A bench of Justices Siddharth Mridul and
Anup J Bhambhani said the court is yet to allow
the applications which will be considered after
being filed.  

Gonsalves clarified that his application was
“very different” from the one that will be filed
in the other petition, to which Justice Mridul
responded, “Once she (Mathur) files an appli-
cation, we will consider it. We are not allowing
the applications yet. The applications have to be
filed.” 

Petitioner Farooq has sought registration of
FIR against BJP leaders Anurag Thakur, Kapil
Mishra, Parvesh Verma, and Abhay Verma. 
The other petitioner has sought the registration
of hate speech FIRs against Congress leaders
Sonia Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi, and Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra as well as Delhi's Deputy Chief

Minister Manish Sisodia, Aam Aadmi Party
MLA Amanatullah Khan, AIMIM leader
Akbaruddin Owaisi and former AIMIM MLA
Waris Pathan.

During the hearing, the bench questioned
the petitioners if any order having criminal con-
sequences can be passed in the absence of the
parties getting affected as it emphasised that the
presence of all necessary and proper parties is
required for adjudication.  

“Assuming that you are able to satisfy us,
people, against whom allegation is made, can we
proceed to issue directions against them with-
out hearing them? Aren't they entitled to an
opportunity to defend themselves?” the court
asked. 

Additional Solicitor General Aman Lekhi,
appearing for Delhi Police, urged the court to
defer hearing on the petitions until affected par-
ties are impleaded.

He submitted that he would bring on
record a list of issues that survive at this stage
in the present petitions. Lekhi also con-
tended that the aspect of the grant of compen-
sation was a matter of policy and any related dis-
puted question of fact cannot be looked into in
a writ proceeding. 

The court also questioned if a criminal writ
petition under Article 226 of the Constitution
was maintainable in the present batch of cases
in view of the remedy available under the
Criminal Code before magisterial courts.  PTI
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Two men were arrested on
early Tuesday after a brief

exchange of fire in Rohini area
for allegedly supplying arms to
Lawrance Bishnoi and Kala
Jathedi gang, police said. 

Nine country-made pis-
tols, two automatic pistols, 14
live cartridges, and one car
were recovered from their pos-
session, they said, T h e
accused have been identified as
Mohammad Ayaz (30) and
Rafat Khan (28), both residents
of Firozabad in Uttar Pradesh,
police said. 

According to police, they
received information that Ayaj,
who supplies weapons to
Lawrence Bisnoi and Kala
Jatheri Gang and wanted in an
arms supply case of Delhi,
would come to Shahbad Dairy
colony road along with his
associate to supply weapons in
a car between 3.30 am to 4 am. 

Thereafter, a trap was laid
from Mahadev Chowk to

Khera Gaon, Rohini Sector-29
and around 3:50 am, one car
was seen coming there. The
driver of the car was signaled
to stop, but he did not stop and
tried to flee from there, a
senior police officer said. 

Ayaz started firing at
police. Police also fired and one
bullet hit the right thigh of Ayaz
and both of them were over-
powered. Three round bullets
were fired by police and three
bullets were fired by accused
person, Deputy Commissioner
of Police (Outer North)
Brijender Kumar Yadav said. 

Khan was driving the car.
Ayaz has been shifted to MB
Hospital where his condition is
stated to be out of danger,
police said. Ayaz dis-
closed that he supplies arms to
Lawrence Bisnoi Gang. He has
been supplying arms from last
four years. Khan is the child-
hood friend of Ayaz, they said. 

Ayaz was also wanted in a
case of SP Badli police
station. 
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The Delhi Government's free pilgrimage
scheme for senior citizens is set to resume

from February 14.
A train carrying senior citizens will leave for

Dwarka in Gujarat on February 14 under the
Mukhyamantri Tirth Yatra Yojana.

Another train will leave for Rameswaram in
Tamil Nadu on February 16. People aged 60 and
above can avail the scheme.

The resumption comes a month after the pil-
grimage scheme was stopped due to a spike in
Omicron cases.

On January 7, a train carrying pilgrims to
Tamil Nadu’s Vailankanni Church was cancelled.
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The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Tuesday

said it has arrested an Al-
Qaeda in the Indian
Subcontinent/Ansar Ghazwatul
Hind (AQIS/AGH) operative
in a case of conspiracy by Al-
Qaeda to conduct an IED blast
in Lucknow.

The NIA arrested one
accused person namely
Tawheed Ahmad Shah of
Akbar Colony, Aribagh,
Manchowa, police station
Chadoora, Budgam, Jammu &
Kashmir in connection with
investigation of the case, the
agency said in a statement.

The case was registered by
Anti-Terrorist Squad (ATS)
Uttar Pradesh as FIR 10/2021

on July 11, 2021 at police sta-
tion ATS Gomtinagar against
the accused persons who had
entered into a conspiracy for
recruiting members for Al-
Qaeda affiliate AGH (Ansar
Ghajwatul Hind) and for com-
mitting terrorist acts in
Lucknow, it said.

Earlier, the NIA had arrest-
ed five accused persons in the
case against whom chargesheet
was filed on November 5.

“Investigation revealed that
the arrested accused Tawheed
was the mastermind of the con-
spiracy for recruitment and to
commit terrorist acts in the
name of AGH; including pro-
curement of arms, ammuni-
tions and explosive materials to
be used for attacks in UP,” it
said, adding, further investiga-
tion in the case is continuing. 
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Adelegation of Central
Secretariat Service (CSS)

officers called on Minister of
State for Personnel Jitendra
Singh here on Tuesday and dis-
cussed with him issues of time-
ly promotions as well as other
service matters. The twelve-
member delegation represent-
ing all CSS officers flagged a
number of issues before the
minister like immediate pro-
motions (regular/ad hoc) in
their service and extending all
the benefits of organised Group
'A' service to CSS officers,
according to a statement issued
by the Personnel Ministry.

The members of the dele-
gation wanted relaxation in
the nine-year service clause for
proceeding on central deputa-
tion, it said.  They also request-
ed the minister to notify and
declare October 1 as Central
Secretariat Services Day, the
statement said.

Singh gave a patient hear-
ing to the members of the del-
egation and assured them that
the Department of Personnel
and Training (DoPT) will take
all measures to sort out the
issues, including the cases

pending in the courts, the
statement added. He recalled
that over three years back,
DoPT had carried out mass
promotions of nearly 4,000
officials in different depart-
ments at different levels, which
had been widely hailed.

Many of these promotion
orders were also issued, subject
to the outcome of pending
writ petitions, Singh said. The
members of the delegation
conveyed their thanks to the
minister for his highly respon-
sive and generous attitude in
resolving their service mat-
ters, whenever he is
approached.  They expressed
confidence that with the min-
ister's intervention, their issues
will get resolved.

Speaking on the occasion,
Singh said the CSS officials are
an essential tool of governance,
since the notes and drafts pre-
pared by them form the
bedrock of government policies
as the proposals pass through
various stages in the govern-
ment hierarchy.  

The minister told the offi-
cers to have out-of-box think-
ing and innovative ideas to
improve the administrative 
system. 
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Congress MPs on Monday
staged a walkout from the

Rajya Sabha during Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's reply
to the Motion of Thanks on
President's address, alleging
he was only speaking against
the Congress and not on the
address. Responding to Modi's
attack on the grand old party,
Congress leaders mentioned it
is because of the Congress
there is space for Opposition
and dissent and that a party of
two MPs is today ruling the
country.

Former Congress chief
Rahul Gandhi said that the
Prime Minister was evasive on

the real issues in his speech in
Parliament and didn't answer his
questions. Responding to PM's
remarks on former prime min-
ister Jawahar Lal Nehru leaving
Goa under imperial rule to save
his own image, Rahul said that
his great grandfather served the
nation for his entire life and he
doesn't need any certificates
from anyone. "My great grand-
father served the country, I
don't need anyone's certificate",
Rahul Gandhi said.

On PM's calling Congress
a 'dynast-first political party
working for its benefits', Rahul
Gandhi said the BJP is scared
of the Congress as the party
only speaks truth and it was
visible in the Parliament dur-

ing PM Modi's speech.
He further said that it

doesn't matter whether Prime
Minister attacks Congress or
any political leader, what mat-
ters is what the BJP and the
Prime Minister is doing.
Reiterating his Lok Sabha
speech, Rahul said that Modi is
dividing the country between
rich and poor.

He said that PM Modi is
also putting India at risk with
his bankrupt foreign policy. "He
didn't answer my questions. We
need to take the China and
Pakistan issue seriously. If PM
Modi wants to attack Congress
or Jawahar Lal Nehru, be my
guest but at least do your job
properly,” Rahul remarked.

Other Opposition leaders
from Shiv Sena, RJD and oth-
ers also regretted the kind of
speech the Prime Minister
delivered while delivering
motion of thanks to the
President’s speech. Shiv Sena
Rajya Sabha MP Priyanka
Chaturvedi said in constantly
‘abusing’ the former PM
Jawaharlal Nehru the current
regime in a way is an abuse to
the citizens of the day who had
chosen Nehru as the PM.

RJD member Manoj Jha
said politics is at the lowest ebb
when leaders of the day who
are leading the nation only like
questioning his predecessors
and never want to be ques-
tioned. 

�

�� �'9�)'72,

Disease-free, behaviourally
sound — not overly

imprinted to humans but tol-
erant — predators-wary, and
capable of hunting wild prey.
These are ‘some’ of the ‘quali-
ties’ that the Government is
looking for in Cheetahs that it
plans to bring from abroad in
the country as part of its wild-
cat reintroduction plan.

Other qualities that the
Cheetahs should have is that
they should be in the repro-
ductive age and “socially toler-
ant of each other”, said an offi-
cial from the Union Ministry of
Environment Ministry. It
implies that the 12 to 14 chee-
tahs that are intended to be
brought from South
Africa/Namibia/Other African
Countries over a period of five
years should not be “hostile to
each other,” explained the offi-

cial.
The Ministry has plans to

fit such introduced cheetah
with satellite/GSM-GPS-VHF
radio-collars before their
release in the wild so as to
enable monitoring remotely.

Under the 'Action Plan for
Introduction of Cheetah in

India' the Government is
mulling to introduce at least 50
Cheetahs in various national
parks over five years.

The Ministry is in the
process of holding consultation
meetings with African coun-
tries for bringing Cheetah. 

About 12-14 wild Cheetahs

(8-10 males and 4-6 females)
for establishing a new cheetah
population would be imported,
as a founder stock for five years
initially and then as may be
required by the program, as per
the official.

Cheetah is the only large
carnivore to have become
extinct in the 1950s in India.
Initially, the plan to reintroduce
cheetahs was in 2021, howev-
er, it got delayed due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. The
idea to bring back the species
was first conceived in 2009 by
the then Union Environment
Minister Jairam ramesh.

Under the ongoing
Centrally Sponsored Scheme of
Project Tiger, Rs. 38.70 crore
has been allocated to the chee-
tah introduction project for the
years 2021-22 to 2025-26, said
Union Environment Minister
Ashwani Kumar Choubey.

“The primary aim is to

establish a free-ranging popu-
lation of cheetahs in and
around KNP in Madhya
Pradesh. Further, this popula-
tion in KNP will be managed
as a metapopulation with other
two to three established popu-
lations of cheetah in India
with occasional 'immigrants'
brought in from Africa, as and
when needed," notes the Action
Plan document prepared by the
Ministry to initiate Cheetah
reintroduction plan in the
country.

The other sites recom-
mended for holding and con-
servation breeding of cheetah
in India, in controlled wild con-
ditions are Nauradehi Wildlife
Sanctuary, Gandhi Sagar
Wildlife Sanctuary –
Bhainsrorgarh Wildlife
Sanctuary , both in Madhya
Pradesh, Shahgarh bulge in
Jaisalmer, Mukundara Tiger
Reserve, both in Rajasthan. 
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The Rajya Sabha Secretariat
Employees Association

(RSSEA) on Tuesday expressed
gratitude to Chairman Rajya
Sabha M Venkaiah Naidu for
taking landmark decisions
towards the welfare of the
employees of the Rajya Sabha
Secretariat. 

RSSEA also termed tenure
of incumbent Chairman as the
'Golden Phase of Rajya Sabha
Secretariat' for taking several
remarkable decisions in the
interest of the employees.

Amongst various initia-
tives Naidu guided the
Secretariat in framing
Recruitment Rules for the posts
of Secretary, Additional

Secretary and Joint Secretary in
the Rajya Sabha Secretariat. He
also constituted Rules Review
Committee that presented its
report on the 28th December,
2018 recommending amend-
ments to the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of
Business to the Council of
States (Rajya Sabha).

Keeping in view the over-
all development of the employ-
ees/officials of the Secretariat,
Naidu directed secretariat to
make rules regarding the rota-
tion and transfer policy of
Officers posted in a Section for
more than ten years. As a
result of this policy, rotation of
work amongst more than 225
staff and officers was initiated,

said a Press release from the
RSSEA.

Naidu also looked into the
Constitution and implementa-
tion of the recommendations of
the 5th Parliamentary Pay
Committee w.r.t. structure of
pay, allowances, leave, pen-
sionary benefits and other
amenities to the officer and all
categories of employees of
Rajya Sabha and Lok Sabha
Secretariat in the context of the
decision of the Government of
India on the recommendation
of the 7th Central Pay
Commission.

Other initiatives taken dur-
ing the tenure of Naidu
includes creation of a
Reservation Cell for scrutiniz-

ing the promotional proposals,
creation of Welfare Section,
introduction of Aadhar enabled
biometric attendance system
(AeBAS) enabling the employ-
ees to mark their attendance
twice a day on AeBAS
machines, introduction of E-
Office software package and
File Management System of
E-Office Module, creation of
Vigilance Section in the
Secretariat, a Committee for
Rationalization of 
Cadre strength in various
grades, the Financial Incentive
Scheme, 2021 for acquiring
typing proficiency in
Hindi/English language,
Gradation List 2020 of the
Rajya Sabha Secretariat.
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday asked the MBBS

students seeking extending
one-year internship deadline
beyond May 31, criteria for
aspirants for National
Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test
(NEET)-PG-22, to make a rep-
resentation to the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare
(MoHFW). 

A bench of Justices DY
Chandrachud, Surya Kant, and
Vikram Nath said that looking
at the hardship faced by the
aspirants, the MoHFW may
decide on the representation
within one week from the date
of its submission. 

“Since the issue which has
been raised by the petitioners
require some element of deter-
mining of facts as well as
aspects of policy, we are of the
view that the ends of justice will
be met by permitting the peti-
tioners to submit a representa-

tion to the Union Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare,
setting out the nature of hard-
ship, which is being faced by
the students placed similarly to
the petitioners”, the bench said,
adding : “We, therefore, request
that the representation be con-
sidered expeditiously within
one week of its submission”.
The bench said that it is not
expressing any opinion on the
issue at this stage. 

Senior advocate Mukul
Rohatgi, appearing for the
MBBS Students, said that the
examination has been extend-
ed but there is one important
criterion that needs to be
looked into. 

He said that the criteria are
that students appearing for the
examination have to complete
a one-year mandatory intern-
ship by May 31, 2022, to be eli-
gible for the NEET-PG-22
examination. “This May 31, the
deadline can be extended by a
month or two”, he said, adding

that many candidates had
joined COVID duties and
hence could not commence
internships early.   

The senior advocate fur-
ther said that different medical
institutions have different
internship schedules and some
started in May 2021, June 2021,
or July 2021. 

Senior advocate Gopal
Sankaranarayanan, appearing
for the six students who have
filed the petition, had pointed
out that postponement of the
exam by 6-8 weeks only
impacted the larger relief
sought by the petitioners but
still some issues remain. 

He said the issue which
remains was that the deadline
of May 31, 2022, has been fixed
for completion of a one-year
internship which was difficult
to meet as the doctors after an
announcement made by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
have got engaged in COVID
duty.
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Families of atleast 1,616
deceased healthcare work-

ers who were involved in fight-
ing the Covid-19 pandemic has
been paid insurance claims
worth Rs 808 crore under the
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan
Package (PMGKP) insurance
scheme launched on March 30,
2020. 

The scheme provides com-
prehensive personal accident
cover of Rs 50 lakh to 22.12
lakh healthcare providers,
including community health
workers and private health

workers, who may have come
in direct contact.

The Centre launched the
PMGKP scheme on March 30,
2020, for health workers fight-
ing Covid-19.

The scheme provides com-
prehensive personal accident
cover of Rs 50 lakh to 22.12
lakh healthcare providers,
including community health
workers and private health
workers, who may have come
in direct contact with and were
involved in the care of Covid-
19 patients and may be at risk
of being impacted by the dis-
ease.

Replying to a supplemen-

tary question, Mandaviya com-
plemented all doctors, nurses
and other healthcare workers
for doing exemplary work dur-
ing the first, second and third
wave of the pandemic.

He said the country was
able to successfully handle the
pandemic because of the efforts
of these health workers. 

The minister said the gov-
ernment launched the PMGKP
scheme to provide an 
insurance cover of Rs 50 lakh
to eligible beneficiaries. The
scheme has been extended sev-
eral times.

Mandaviya said insurance
claims amounting to Rs 808

crore under this limit of Rs 50
lakh have been paid to families
of 1,616 health workers. In a
written reply, Mandaviya said
201 compensation claims
amounting to Rs 100.5 crore
had been paid in Maharashtra
till January 2022.

As many as 160 claims
amounting to Rs 80 crore were
paid in Andhra Pradesh.

To another query during
Question Hour, the minister
said health is a state subject and
the related data is collected by
the states and then reported to
the central government.
Mandaviya said the WHO has
issued guidelines on collecting

the data on Covid-19 deaths.
Based on these guidelines,

the Centre has created a plat-
form and asked the states to
submit the data on Covid-19
deaths on it, he added. 

So far, all the state govern-
ments have submitted data of
over 5 lakh deaths caused by
Civid-19, Mandaviya said,
asserting that the Centre has
nothing to hide.

The Centre has also asked
states to reconcile the data if
they failed to submit it, he said,
adding that many states have
done that. "We disclose what-
ever information we get from
the states," he said.
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India is seeing a decline in
new Covid-19 cases with

67,597 infections registered
on Tuesday. Fatalities, howev-
er, have been over 1,000 in the
past few days taking the death
tally to 5,04,062 cases.

The total cases are report-
ed at 4,23,39,611, while the
active cases fell below 10 lakh
after around 27 days, the
Union Health Ministry said on
Tuesday. The active Covid
cases have declined to
9,94,891, comprising 2.35 per
cent of the total infections. The
national recovery rate
improved to 96.46 per cent,
the Ministry said.

There was a reduction of
1,14,047 cases in the active
Covid-19 case count in a span
of 24 hours, as per the data.
The daily positivity rate was
recorded at 5.02 per cent while
the weekly positivity rate was
recorded at 8.30 per cent, it
said. The number of people
who have recuperated from
Covid surged to 4,08,40,658,
while the case fatality rate
was recorded at 1.19 per cent,
the data showed.

India's Covid-19 tally had
crossed the 20-lakh mark on
August 7, 2020, 30 lakh on
August 23, 40 lakh on

September 5 and 50 lakh on
September 16. It went past 60
lakh on September 28, 70
lakh on October 11, crossed 80
lakh on October 29, 90 lakh on
November 20 and surpassed
the one-crore mark on
December 19.  The country
crossed the grim milestone of
two crore Covid cases on May
4, 2021, and three crore cases
on June 23 last year.

The 1,188 new fatalities
included 860 from Kerala and
49 from Karnataka, the data
stated.

Of the 860 deaths, 14 were
reported in the past 24 hours,
113 occurred in the last few
days but were not recorded
due to late receipt of docu-
ments and 733 were designat-
ed as Covid-19 deaths after
receiving appeals based on
the new guidelines of the
Centre and the directions of

the Supreme Court, a Kerala
government release said on
Monday.

A total of 5,05,062 deaths
have been reported so far in
the country, including 1,43,098
from Maharashtra, 59,115
from Kerala,  39,396 from
Karnataka, 37,772 from Tamil
Nadu, 25,998 from Delhi,
23,330 from Uttar Pradesh
and 20,852 from West Bengal.

The health ministry
stressed that more than 70 per
cent of the deaths occurred
due to comorbidities.

In the meantime, the gov-
ernment said that more than
5 crore adolescents in the 15-
18 age group have been
administered the first dose of
Covid-19 vaccine in the coun-
try while the cumulative
Covid-19 vaccine doses
administered in the country
have exceeded 170.21 crore.
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Former Finance Minister P
Chidambaram on Tuesday

took a swipe at the Modi
Government’s annual Budget
pointing lacunas and termed
it “no data available (NDA)
Government”. 

Initiating a discussion on
the Union Budget 2022-23,
Chidambaram talked over the
ruling dispensation's “failure”
to have the record on oxygen
shortage deaths, corpses float-
ing in rivers and migrants
walking back home during the
coronavirus-induced lock-
down.

Speaking during the dis-
cussion, while former prime
minister HD Devegowda
expressed concern over the
planned river linking projects
announced in the Union
Budget, saying they will cause
shortage of drinking water in
Karnataka, former bureaucrat
turned politician Jawahar
Sircar stated this budget insti-
tutionalises the difference
between classes in India. The
TMC Rajya Sabha member
also mentioned that nobody
gave the government right to
sell-off assets the nation cre-
ated over 70 years

Chidambaram said unem-
ployment is on the rise in the
country and questioned the
Centre over the steps taken for
the welfare of the common
people following reduced sub-
sidies for petroleum, fertiliser,
food, among others. "Welfare
has been thrown to the wind
for 142 billionaires of this
country,” he said.

Chidambaram spoke
immediately after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
reply to the debate on the
Motion of Thanks to the
President's address.  He said he
was speaking eloquently about
jobs and employment, and as
on March 31, 2021, there were
8.72 lakh vacancies in the
central government and the
government made 78,264
recruitments, leaving nearly 8

lakh vacancies. "This is the sta-
tistic I hope the prime minis-
ter will welcome and use in his
next speech," he said.

On Nirmala Sitharaman's
budget speech, Chidambaram
sarcastically said, “The thing I
liked about the finance min-
ister's budget speech is that it
was the shortest speech of 90
minutes.  "I am a member of
the 'Tukde Tukde' gang, which
means ‘disruption'. I am wor-
ried because in this parlia-
ment, a question was asked
‘who are members of Tukde
Tukde gang’ and the hon-
ourable minister said ‘we have
no data available on Tukde
Tukde gang'," he said.

“I have some data and
want the House to look into it.
Last year, the finance minister
projected the 2021-22 fiscal
deficit as 6.8 per cent. I had
cautioned them and said it will
not be contained at 6.8 per
cent and said we would do bet-
ter than it," he said, adding
"they have done better than 6.8
per cent and they have done
6.9 per cent". On the govern-
ment's plan to raise Rs 6 lakh
crore through National
Monetisation Pipeline through
selling old infrastructure, he
said one year has passed and
there is no word on that.

"Railways said 151 pas-
senger trains on 109 routes
would be bid out to private
sector,” he said, adding it was
responded with “zero bids".
"Why do you make these
announcements which you do
not have capacity to execute?"
he asked.
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Ahmedabad: A special court
here on Tuesday convicted 49
persons in the case related to
the 2008 Ahmedabad serial
blasts  which had claimed 56
lives and left over 200 injured. 

In his verdict, which came
13 years after the deadly blasts,
special judge A R Patel acquit-
ted 28 accused, giving them the
benefit of doubt.  

As many as 20 explosions
had ripped through the city on
July 26, 2008. The hearing on
the quantum of punishment for
the convicts will start from
Wednesday, the court said.
Those who were held guilty
included Safdar Nagori, Javed
Ahmed and Atikur Rehman. 

Among those acquitted
were Mohammad Irfan, Nasir
Ahmad and Shakeel Ahmed.
The 49 were convicted under
various sections of the Indian
Penal Code, Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act
(UAPA), Explosive Substances
Act and the Damage to Public
Property Act. One accused
was also convicted under the
Arms Act. 

The accused were convicted
under IPC sections 302 (mur-
der), 307 (attempt to murder),
121 (a) (conspiracy to wage war
or attempt to wage war against
the nation) and 124 (a) (sedi-
tion), and section 16(1)(a)(b) of

the UAPA which concerns ter-
rorist acts. 

The convicts can attract a
maximum punishment of
death or imprisonment  for life,
and the prosecution will seek
capital punishment for some of
them, said special public pros-
ecutor Amit Patel. 

The prosecution argued
before the court -- specially
designated to conduct trial in
the case -- that the blasts were
an act of terrorism, he said,
adding that as many as 547
charge sheets were filed and
1,163 witnesses examined. 

"Twenty-eight other
accused were acquitted by the
court giving them the benefit
of doubt. Details will be clear
from the full judgement which
we have not yet gone through,"
the prosecutor said. Of 28
acquitted,  all but six have one
or more other cases pending
against them or are already
serving sentences in past cases
including under the
Maharashtra Control of
Organized Crime Act and cases
investigated by the NIA, Patel
said. 

Hence, only six out of 28
acquitted persons will be
released from jail, he added.
Further, the trial of four other
accused who were arrested
later has not started and the

prosecution has sought that
they be tried jointly, Patel said. 

Among those awaiting trial
is Yasin Bhatkal, a leader of the
terror organization Indian
Mujahideen (IM). According to
investigation agencies, the IM
was involved in a string of
bombings across the country
including the 2008 Ahmedabad
blasts. 

Of 15  wanted accused, two
died in police encounter in
Azamgarh in Uttar Pradesh
and one died in Kerala. A cou-
ple of accused are believed to
be hiding in Pakistan. 

Three of the acquitted
accused were also booked for
allegedly digging a tunnel
under the Sabarmati jail here in
a bid to escape which was
foiled by the police in February
2013, Patel said. 

The convicts are currently
lodged in six jails across India,
including 32 in Sabarmati
Central Jail in Ahmedabad.
Others are lodged in jails at
Taloja (near Mumbai),
Bengaluru, Jaipur, Gaya and
Bhopal, officials said. 

All 77 accused who were
on trial were presented before
the 

court via video conference
on Tuesday. They will remain
present in the same way during
the hearing on quantum of sen-

tence, prosecutor Patel said. P
G Vaghela, one of the investi-
gating officers, said phone calls
analysis and human intelli-
gence proved useful in crack-
ing the case. 

The trial against 77 accused
ended in September 2021.
When it began in December
2009, charges had been framed
against   78 persons, but one of
them turned approver and was
granted pardon. 

Twenty bombs went off in
different areas of Ahmedabad
city between 6:32 pm and 7:45
pm on July 26, 2008, killing 56
and injuring 246 others. As
many as 29 live bombs were
also found in Surat though
none of them exploded.  The
trial was conducted after the
court merged all 35 FIRs.

The Gujarat government
had transferred the investiga-
tion to the Ahmedabad crime
branch. Present Gujarat direc-
tor general of police Ashish
Bhatia, who was then joint
commissioner of police, had
supervised the probe. 

A total of nine judges
presided over the trial at dif-
ferent times, starting with Bela
Trivedi in whose court charges
were framed on February 15,
2010.

Justice Trivedi is now a
Supreme Court judge. Special

judge A R Patel who delivered
the verdict had taken over the
trial from June 14, 2017, pros-
ecutor Patel said. Police had
claimed that members of the
IM, a radicalized faction of  the
banned Students Islamic 

Movement of India (SIMI),
were behind the blasts. IM
planned the blasts as a revenge
for the 2002 post-Godhra riots
in Gujarat in which over a
thousand persons, most of
them from the Muslim com-
munity, had died, as per the
investigators. 

For survivors, the blasts left
permanent physical as well as
psychological scars. Yash Vyas
was only 10 years old when he
suffered severe burn injuries in
the blast at a hospital ward in
Asarva area.

"I am still suffering from
partial hearing impairment
because of the explosion. I
spent nearly four months in the
ICU while my father and elder
brother Rohan, who was then
12 years old, died in the 
blast. 

I miss them. My mother
and grandmother suffered a lot
all these years and our struggle
still continues," he said. His
father Dushyant Vyas was a lab
technician in a cancer medical
facility located on the civil
hospital campus. 
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Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on

Tuesday attacked the BJP telling
it to ask for forgiveness from
people before asking for vote.

Launching a scathing
attack on the saffron party on
a whole range of issues from an
election rally in Uttar Pradesh
Banerjee said , "the BJP is ask-
ing for votes but before asking
for votes they should should
ask for forgiveness for what was
done in Unnao ... They should
ask for forgiveness for what
happened in Hathras before
asking for votes."

Attacking BJP for the
enactment of Citizenship
Amendment Act Banerjee said,
"they are asking for votes but
they should ask for forgiveness
for tbe CAA."The Trinamool
Congress chief had on Monday
left for Lucknow to address a
virtual meeting in support of
Samajwdi Party.

Raising the farmers' issue,
the Bengal Chief Minister asked
whether BJP had any repen-

tance for the farmers' death
during farm movement. "Have
they asked for forgiveness for
the farmers' deaths ... First let
them ask for forgiveness for that
before asking for votes."

Banerjee who was earlier
invited by SP chief Akhilesh
Yadav to campaign for his party
in UP said that her party would
have liked to contest against the
BJP bur decided to refrain
from doing so because "there is
no point in allowing opposition
votes to get divided."

To this Congress Lok
Sabha leader and Bengal
Pradesh Congress president
Adhir Chowdhury questioned
her "double standards" in Goa
and UP."If she knows that divi-
sion of votes will give BJP a bet-
ter chance then why the TMC
is contesting against the
Congress in Goa," the Congress
leader asked.

Meanwhile in an unrelated
development the infighting
continued both in the BJP and
TMC over distribution of tick-
ets for the upcoming elections
to 108 civic boards if Bengal.

While hundreds of rebel
TMC men continued to protest
in a dozen of districts the dis-
gruntled BJP workers too
protested in Nadia, West
Midnapore and other places.
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Kolkata: The CBI, which is
probing cases of post-assembly
poll violence in Bengal,  has
arrested three persons in con-
nection with the murder of
Biswajit Mahesh, who was
known to be a supporter of the
BJP, a source in the agency said
on Tuesday.

The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) had on
November 11 last year filed a
case against five accused for
Mahesh's death in West
Midnapore, in compliance with
the orders of the Calcutta High
Court, the source said.

Mahesh was allegedly
attacked with an iron rod and a
sword on May 4, 2021, shortly
after the declaration of assem-
bly poll results in the state, and
his body thrown in a pond.

He was later taken to
Sabang hospital, where doctors
declared him "brought dead".

The BJP had alleged that
workers of the ruling TMC car-
ried out attacks on its activists
and supporters, in the after-
math of the elections.

The high court had on
August 19 ruled that probe into
post-poll violence cases involv-
ing rape and murder be held by
the CBI, taking note of an
NHRC report in the 
matter. PTI 
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Chennai: The Tamil Nadu
Assembly on Tuesday adopted
again, the anti-NEET Bill,
returned days ago to the
Government by Governor RN
Ravi and the ruling DMK and
principal opposition AIADMK
reaffirmed their opposition to
the test based on the Dravidian
ideology.

Chief Minister M K Stalin
labelled NEET a killer exam
and said he believed that the
Governor would forward with-
out any delay the Bill re-adopt-
ed, now to the President for his
assent.

"It is the Constitutional
duty of the Governor to for-
ward it to the President. I
think and expect the Governor
to do that duty hereafter at
least," he said.   

The Bill was passed fol-
lowed discussions that
stretched to 3 hours and the test
was yet again dismissed by
Stalin as one that went against
the principles of Constitution
including social justice and
equality.

As per the Constitution,
the action of Ravi in sending
back the Bill to the Assembly
was not a correct decision, the
government said. 

The CM targeted the gov-
ernor on the return of the Bill
and said it raised questions over

Centre-state relations. He won-
dered if the action of the gov-
ernor in sending back the Bill
that was enacted based on a
policy decision and which was
passed by a duly elected gov-
ernment, did not go against the
principle of democracy.

He said the governor was
only an appointee, apparently
pointing to the supremacy of a
duly elected government. If
this was the case, "believing
whom would the people vote,
based on what belief would
people vote?" he asked.

Citing the recommenda-
tions of the Sarkaria
Commission on Centre-state
relations, he said the governor
should forward a Bill, if it con-
tradicted a law passed by
Parliament, to the President
immediately for his assent if
advised by the state cabinet.
The governor must abide by the
advice of the council of minis-
ters, he said.

The TN Admission to
Undergraduate Medical Degree
Courses Bill was passed on
September 13, 2021 by the
Assembly. On Tuesday, it was
adopted amid thumping of
desks and Speaker M Appavu
announced that it has been
adopted unanimously.         

The Speaker said the Bill
would be sent to Raj Bhavan

today to forward it to the
Centre to get Presidential
assent.

Stalin implied DMK's long
standing opposition to the
institution of governor by cit-
ing a remark made in 1967 by
party founder and late Chief
Minister, CN Annadurai. "I
believe that our governor will
not create such a situation." He
expressed confidence that Ravi
would forward the Bill to the
President without any delay.

Stalin apparently slammed
the governor for returning the
Bill and said by sending it back,
the right of Tamil Nadu and the
Assembly's sovereignty have
been questioned. It was an
attack on the state's autonomy
and the doctrine of cooperative
federalism has been turned
topsy-turvy and that is a mat-
ter of grief and concern, he said.  

Earlier, the BJP led by its
f loor leader Nainar
Nagenthiran staged a walkout
raising its objection to the
move. The resolution for the
passage of the Bill was piloted
by Stalin. The Chief Minister,
referring to the communique of
the governor on the return of
the Bill on February 1, said the
reasons adduced by him were
not correct.

Ravi, citing the Justice AK
Rajan panel recommendations

on NEET, said they were based
on "guess," but it was data-dri-
ven and based on the opinions
furnished by nearly one lakh
people, Stalin said.

Reiterating his government's
stand against the qualifying test,
the CM said "NEET is not an
education system but only a sys-
tem to coach medical aspi-
rants."  The test favoured private
coaching institutions which col-
lected lakhs from students.

"We are seeking exemption
from NEET for the sake of stu-
dents who could not spend so
much money to get coached,"
Stalin said.

NEET obstructed the edu-
cation right of poor and ordinary
students. He pointed to the
national test related irregularities
and arrests which also includes
impersonation and a CBI case.
NEET, which witnessed
bungling, was brought to sideline
poor and ordinary students in
the name of qualification.

"That is why we are oppos-
ing it and seeking exemption.
Rather than a test, it is a killer
of students. It is not a test but
an altar," he said and referred
to aspirants including Ariyalur
Anitha who had died by suicide
after failing to crack the test.

NEET sent some students
to grave and others to jail, he
said and wondered if such a test
was needed.

Stalin said the Assembly
had laid foundation for social
justice a century ago and
referred to the Justice Party
capturing power in 1920.
"Some think that only social
justice is a gift of the Dravidian
movement. But state autonomy
is also the movement's gift."
NEET went against social jus-
tice and equality enshrined in
the Constitution, he added.

In his remarks, Health
Minister Ma Subramanian, cit-
ing the Constitution, said that
the governor unilaterally send-
ing back the Bill and him giv-
ing his opinion on the Justice
AK Rajan panel report were
not correct. He recalled that in
2006, (DMK government)
entrance examinations for pro-
fessional courses including
medicine were done away with
by passing a law which had
received Presidential assent.

He gave point by point
answers to aspects flagged by
Ravi while returning the Bill to
the government. Ravi labelling
views of the panel as ‘guess' was
wrong and tantamount to
insulting the committee, he
said. Pointing to a Supreme
Court judgment he said the

state has powers to enact law to
exempt the state from the
ambit of NEET and appealed to
the House to adopt the Bill
unanimously.

During the discussion over
the Bill, the House witnessed
din twice when AIADMK's C
Vijayabaskar, Health Minister
in the previous regime, traced
the origin of the National
Eligibility cum Entrance Test to
the Congress-led UPA era in
2010 which was opposed by the
Congress members. He said the
issue should not be politicised
and the matter has to be eval-
uated by legal experts.

Vijayabaskar said his party
stood firm in its opposition to
the NEET and pointed to the 7.5
per cent reservation for gov-
ernment school students in
medical admissions. As early as
2005, during the then AIADMK
regime led by late J Jayalalithaa,
it was decided there should be
no entrance test at all for admis-
sion to professional courses. A
Government Order was also
issued in 2005 this regard.
However, it was challenged in a
court subsequently and that
order was struck down and the
DMK assumed power later in
2006, he said.The AIADMK
legislator underscored that his
party, in keeping with its
Dravidian ideology had

opposed entrance tests.
When the Congress party

opposed Vijayabaskar's
remarks related to NEET's ori-
gin, Leader of the Opposition,
K Palaniswami said that his
party colleague was only stat-
ing the fact. In view of defam-
atory campaign against the
AIADMK over NEET, his party
has to provide answers to
claims made.

Stalin and Leader of the
House, Water Resources
Minister Duraimurugan said
the Bill be adopted unani-
mously once again and urged
discussions accordingly.

Before leading the walkout,
Nagenthiran said his party had
opposed the anti-NEET Bill last
year itself and hence it could
not be said that it was passed
last year unanimously.
Duraimurugan said the Bill was
supported by all those who
were present, and thus it was
adopted unanimously.

MLAs including Poovai
Jaganmoorthi spoke on
increasing the 7.5 per cent
quota to government school
students up to 15 per cent.
Legislator Easwaran sought 30
per cent reservation to students
who pursued state syllabus.
Barring the BJP, which has 4
members, all others supported
the Bill. PTI
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KOCHI: Justice N Nagaresh of
the Kerala High Court on
Tuesday upheld the order
issued by the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting
revoking the license of Media
One, a Malayalam news chan-
nel owned by Madhyamam
Broadcasting Ltd. The channel
authorities and the Kerala
Union of Working Journalists
in a writ petition had sought
the dismissal of the Centre’s
order revoking the license.

Though the order was
issued last month, Justice
Nagaresh had allowed the
channel to continue broad-
casting pending reply from
the ministry. The judge had
asked the ministry to submit in
a sealed cover the reasons for

revoking the license of the
channel. The Information and
Broadcasting Ministry had told
the court that the revoking of
the license was based on inputs
provided by the intelligence
agencies to the Union Home
Ministry. The Ministry of
Home Affairs had passed on
the input to the Information
and Broadcasting Ministry
which in turn revoked the
channel’s license.

The MIB  in a sealed cover
had submitted to the court the
details provided by the MHA
that led it to take the decision.
Justice Nagaresh in his order on
Tuesday said that a perusal of
the intelligence information
found that the ministry’s denial
of license to the company was

in tune with the intelligence
inputs.  “Going through the
files, I found that the Ministry
has called for intelligence
inputs. Based on the intelli-
gence inputs, the committee of
officers has found that securi-
ty clearance should not be
given . The Ministry has decid-
ed to accept the finding of the
Committee of officers . There
are inputs justifying the denial
of security clearance to the
channel. Therefore I am dis-
missing the writ petition,” said
the Judge.

Later, the channel author-
ities said in a release that it was
closing down the transmis-
sion and would approach a
Division Bench challenging
the Single Bench order. PNS
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Samuel Mar Irenious, bishop of
Syro Malankara Catholic
Church, and five other priests
of the Church were arrested by
the CB-CID officials of Tamil
Nadu Police from Tirunelveli
on Saturday.

The arrest is based on a
directive by the Madras High
Court following complaints
given by environmental activists
in Tirunelveli who alleged
about  illegal sand mining and
quarrying taking place along
the banks of Thaamarabharani
river including the 300 acre
stretch of land owned by the
Syro Malankara Church.

Bishop Irenious and a
priest by name Jose
Chamalkkala complained of
uneasiness immediately after
the arrest and were hospi-

talised. The other four persons
were presented before a court
in Tirunelveli and were
remanded and sent them to the
sub-jail.

According to a media
release issued by the Bishop’s
Palace, the Church owns 300
acres of land at
Ambasamudram on the banks
of Thamarabharani River and
it has been given on lease to
one Manuel George. George
has been cultivating the land
but following the outbreak of
Covid-19, the Church officials
were in the dark about the
goings on in the land. The
Church had initiated moves to
get the land back from George
following complaints of illegal
sand mining in the land. Efforts
were on to get the Bishop and
others released on bail. PNS
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Charging that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had — in

his speech made in Lok Sabha
on Monday — “insulted” the 12
crore people of Maharashtra
through his “false” accusation
that the State Government had
contributed to the spread of
Covid-19 infection, the State
Congress on Tuesday demand-
ed an apology from Modi.

Talking to media persons
here, Maharashtra Congress
president Nana Patole said that
his party would stage a demon-
stration in front of the BJP

offices in the state to demand
an apology for making “false”
allegations against the State
Government. “Congress party
workers will hold demonstra-
tions in front of BJP offices
tomorrow. If the BJP leaders in
the state have any respect for
Maharashtra, they should also
protest against the Prime
Minister's statement.
Otherwise they will be record-
ed as traitors in the history of
the state,” Patole said.

Accusing Modi of being
the “main spreader” of the
Covid-19, Patole said: “By
attending events like Namaste

Trump during the early days of
the pandemic, Narendra Modi
is the real spreader of the
Covid19 virus in the country.
Those migrant workers who
are being referred to as Covid
spreaders by Modiji are the real
Covid warriors”.

“When the workers were
suffering, rather than easing
their woes, the Prime Minister
was appealing to the public to
light lamps and beat plates. He
himself was busy feeding the
peacocks inside his residence. He
had left the common man to
fend for himself during the pan-
demic and was more concerned

about his industrialist friends
who were being distributed pub-
lic own assets of the country,” the
State Congress chief said.

Patole said that since the
people of Maharashtra unseat-
ed the BJP from power, all BJP
leaders from the state to Delhi
were showing their hatred
against the state by hatching false
conspiracies to discredit the
state. “But, the Prime Minister
has crossed all the boundaries.
He has not only displayed his
hatred for the state but he has
also insulted Maharashtra. He
has forgotten that he is the
Prime Minister for the whole

country. By making such state-
ments, he has done away with
the dignity of the PM's post and
has reduced the post to that of
a BJP campaigner”.

Recalling the initiatives
taken by the MVA government
to deal with the Covid-19 situ-
ation in general and migrant
workers in particular,  Patole said
that the Uddhav Thackeray dis-
pensation helped everyone in
distress at that time.
“Arrangements were made to
provide meals and tickets to the
workers and laborers to ensure
that they were escorted safely and
with full dignity to their homes”.
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Guwahati: The Assam
Government has filed a
detailed affidavit on the police
encounters before the Gauhati
High Court as sought by it last
month. 

The high court on Tuesday
deferred the hearing of a pub-
lic interest litigation (PIL) relat-
ed to the incidents till February
10.

Hearing the PIL, a division
bench comprising Chief Justice
Sudhanshu Dhulia and Justice
Soumitra Saikia had on January
11 asked the state government
to file the affidavit on the
police encounters that have
been taking place since the BJP
returned to power in May last
year.

"The Assam government
filed the affidavit yesterday as

sought by the high court. The
court has now decided to hear
the case on Thursday," state
Advocate General Devajit Lon
Saikia told PTI.

The Assam government
had on January 25 failed to sub-
mit the affidavit and the court,
giving it more time, deferred
hearing of the case till Tuesday.

Besides the Assam gov-
ernment, state police DGP, law
and justice department,
National Human Rights
Commission and Assam
Human Rights Commission
have been named as respon-
dents in the PIL filed by advo-
cate Arif Md Yeasin Jwadder.

The petitioner sought an
enquiry into the encounters by
an independent agency such as
CBI, SIT or any police team

from other states under the
supervision of the court.

He has also sought a judi-
cial enquiry by a sitting Judge
of the Gauhati High Court in
the incidents and monetary
compensation to the victims'
families after due verification.

Jwadder claimed in the
PIL that more than 80 fake
encounters between Assam
Police and alleged accused
have taken place since May last
year, when Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma took
charge, resulting in 28 deaths
and more than 48 injuries.

The people killed or
injured were not dreaded crim-
inals and the modus operandi
of the police had been the same
in all the encounters, the PIL
claimed. PTI
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a 15-minute truncated sound-
and-light show at the end of
Beating Retreat, a longer and
more comprehensive drone
display can be organised at the
same venue next day. If cou-
pling the visual spectacle with
Beating Retreat passes away as
Indianising the event, I have
nothing to say. But for diehard
veterans, it was an erosion of
a traditional military custom
symbolised by the flag, bugles
and dusk announcing its end.

In the past, the organisers
have tampered with songs
and music in order to
Indianise the ceremony. The
Pipes and Drums bands are
essentially tuned for Scottish
musical scores and don’t adapt
easily to foreign renditions.
Yet, Indian military maestros
have succeeded in adapting
them, especially to hill songs
from the Himalayan region.
The highly exaggerated sway-
ing of bagpipers has gone a
sway too far and requires the
swagger to be moderated.
The brass band is more
amenable to playing Indian
tunes but regrettably very few
Indian marching tunes
(except for Kadam kadam
badhaye ja; Saare jahaan se
achcha and Jai Bharati) are
recognisable. The first and
second tunes herald the
arrival and departure of the
bands over the hump. Our
bands have excelled with dis-

plays by trumpets, drums and
bugles and shown their rich
repertoire. Once tablas and
another time the sarod were
attempted to synergise with
marching music but they
proved a big failure of fusion.
The last Beating Retreat con-
sisted for the first time of all
26 marching tunes being
Indian though, except for
two, none other was familiar.
Doordarshan neither men-
tioned the name of songs nor
displayed them on the scroll.
The interminable debate over
dropping the last foreign com-
position, Mahatma Gandhi’s
favourite hymn Abide with
me, for Mere watan ke logon
was necessary. The choice of
the replacement song, no
matter how moving, harks
back to the humiliating defeat
of 1962. Instead, Vaishnav
jana to tene kahiye, another
Mahatma Gandhi favourite,
could have been chosen to
eternalise Bapu’s memory
who is the leit motif of com-
memorations.  The bands
performed to perfection
though the new Indian tunes
will take time to become
familiar. A first and aptly
demonstrating jointness was
the Navy, not the senior ser-
vice Army, bringing down the
Tricolor and wrapping it up.
Next time, this ceremony can
be done by a tri-service hon-
our guard signifying the inte-

gration underway of the
armed forces.

TV channels must be for-
bidden from giving ball-by-
ball commentary by military
experts and their anchors
stopped from competing with
each other to show off their
military vocabulary. This jar-
ring intervention has gone on
for too long. Doordarshan
should orchestrate the
Republic Day celebrations
with competent professionals.
The MoD should call up
senior veterans as advisors for
the military component of
the celebrations. They could
have forged a consensus over
fusion of martyrs’ flames, suit-
able national hero for the
canopy and choice of gutsy
marching music. Remember,
Beating Retreat ceremony is
essentially a musical tribute to
India’s martyrs. In 2003, the
Delhi Government brought
together Amjad Ali Khan and
Ustad Bismillah Khan (Bharat
Ratna) to remember the
Unknown Soldier as part of
Republic Day celebrations at
a separate event. Indianising
military traditions is a delicate
process; handle with care.

(The writer, a retired Major
General, was Commander,
IPKF South, Sri Lanka, and
founder member of the Defence
Planning Staff, currently the
Integrated Defence Staff. The
views expressed are personal.)
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Sir — The rising petrol and diesel prices
have plagued citizens and the vehicles
using these fuels also cause pollution.
Therefore, the Union Government has
now adopted a policy of promoting elec-
tric vehicles. According to the policy, these
vehicles will be cheaper by about 30 per
cent from April. The battery swapping pol-
icy has been announced in the Budget as
per the policy announced by the Union
Government on February 1. So, of course,
the hassle of charging an electric battery
is going to be less. The battery swapping
policy will be implemented considering
the space constraints for setting up charg-
ing stations in urban areas.

Electric vehicle owners will be able to
rent a battery from any authorised com-
pany with a certain amount as security
deposit. This will save battery maintenance
cost and charging time and benefit the pri-
vate sector. About 30-40 per cent of an
electric vehicle cost is spent on batteries
only. Apart from this, maximum discounts
will also be given to EV buyers. The Centre
proposes to reduce GST on batteries and
their services from 18 per cent to 5 per
cent. Overall, these vehicles are expected
to become cheaper so they can become an
affordable alternative.

Shantaram Wagh | Pune 
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Sir — This refers to the news report,
‘Channi’s nephew confessed to taking �10
crore to facilitate illegal mining: ED’
(February 8). The arrest of Bhupinder
Singh alias Honey, the nephew of Channi,
in the money laundering case is a mas-
sive blow to the Congress in Punjab, espe-
cially when Honey confessed to receiving
the amount in lieu of facilitating sand
mining operations and transfer of officials
in the border State. It’s shocking to learn
that he is mired in such a scandal with-
in 111 days of his uncle assuming the
State’s reins. This episode raises a serious
question: If one relative could accumulate
so much ill-gotten money, how much
might have been collected by all the other
relatives of the Punjab CM?

However, Channi’s efforts to distance

himself from his nephew after the
arrest are ludicrous. Channi’s repeated
claims that he is an aam aadmi now
appear to be deceptive. For its part, the
Congress — with its own horrible
record in corruption deals — hurried-
ly termed the arrest as “politically moti-
vated”. Precisely, these kinds of
unscrupulous policies and deplorable
actions professed by the Congress cre-
ate room for a blistering onslaught by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, just as
he did in Parliament on Monday.

N Sadhasiva Reddy | Bengaluru
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Sir — Sad to read that Praveen Kumar
Sobti, famous for portraying Bheem in BR
Chopra’s iconic mythological television
series Mahabharat died following a car-
diac arrest late on Monday at the age of
74. With his robust physique and height,
the actor played the goon/henchman in
various Hindi films. Before gaining fame
as Bheem in Mahabharat, Praveen Kumar
represented India in hammer and discus

throw events at international sporting
events. He won the silver medal in ham-
mer throw in the 1966 Commonwealth
Games held in Kingston, Jamaica. Praveen
even won four medals for India in Asian
Games — two Golds in the discus throw
event in the 1966 and 1970 Asian Games
in Bangkok, Thailand.

In the 1966 games, he also won the
Bronze medal in the hammer throw
event before finishing his medal count
with a Silver medal in the discus throw
event in the 1974 Asian Games in
Tehran, Iran. The late actor entered the
entertainment industry in the early
1980. His most famous Bollywood por-
trayal is as Mukhtar Singh in the 1988
action  vigilante film Shahenshah, head-
lined by Amitabh Bachchan. After por-
traying Bheem from 1988 to 1990,
Praveen the actor became a household
name. May his soul rest in peace!

Bhagwan Thadani |  Mumbai
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Nobody will deny that
the 1,000 drones-
empowered son et
lumiere was a resound-

ing spectacle to showcase the
nation’s atma nirbharta pro-
grammes and technological tri-
umphs. But its timing, coupling
it with Beating Retreat, was ter-
ribly wrong and a breach of yet
another military tradition. 

After the buglers had sound-
ed the retreat and the Tricolour
brought down at sunset, it was
time for the customary ceremo-
ny to conclude with the massed
bands marching back over the
hump fading into the skyline of
Rashtrapati Bhavan followed by
the President’s cavalcade.
Surprisingly, instead of North
and South Blocks being illumi-
nated thereafter as had been the
practice since 1950, a scintillat-
ing drone show followed that
lasted much longer than the 10
minutes advertised. No one will
deny that its visual richness was
stunning but darkness had set in,
exposing the President, Prime
Minister and other VIPs to risk.
Beating Retreat got overshad-
owed, not complemented, by
the ill-timed show and a legacy
tradition violated. No one has
ventured to point out that once
the Retreat is played, it’s time to
shut shop for tomorrow, which
will be heralded by sounding
another bugle call: Reveille.

Beating Retreat is an English
tradition signalling the end of
combat for the day, bringing
down the ensign, muzzling guns,
putting swords back into sheaths
and scabbards on bayonets. It was
also used to call back patrols to
the castles and, in the case of the
Dutch, to stop serving beer. In
Indian military units throughout
the country, when Retreat is
sounded at sunset, soldiers out-
side their barracks spring to
attention, cease working and
return to quarters. A soldier’s day
begins with reveille at sunrise
with various bugle calls during
the day signalling different events
marking the soldier’s routine.

For 70 years, Beating Retreat
marked the sombre end to
Republic Day celebrations. It was
never followed by another event;
in this case, a drone show-cum-
projection mapping, which was
a breach of tradition. Instead of
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Science progresses not through our
research institutions alone but
through the success of innovations
made by a layman without having

any scientific knowledge. The best inno-
vations come from our rural folk who live
with nature. It is the need and necessity that
generate curiosity in the minds of humans.
This curiosity, in turn, triggers his response
to tide over adverse situations. Our scien-
tists who sit within the four walls of research
institutions rarely follow nature’s clues to
identify a scientific problem. They usual-
ly depend on published research papers to
locate a problem. 

Most of them rarely accept anything
that is not published in scientific journals
or think out of the box.There will not be
any precedence to do work in that area in
such instances. That means there will not
be any reference material to start the work.
Science survives only through innovations;
for that, our scientists should come out of
the lab and see the problems that affect soci-
ety. They have to work to find a solution
for that. 

Students, especially school children,
have good observation power, and they
continually formulate questions in their
minds. Often, they ask these questions,
often treated as absurd questions, to their
teachers. There are only very few teachers
in our education system who entertains
such nasty questions from students. It’s
these questions that awaken the pursuit of
innovation among the students. To pro-
mote such innovations from our curious
minds, the Department of Science &
Technology (DST), Government of India
has started the ‘Innovation in Science
Pursuit for Inspired Research’ (INSPIRE)
Awards - MANAK (Million Minds
Augmenting National Aspirations and
Knowledge).

DST is executing this awardthrough
National Innovation Foundation - India
(NIF), an autonomous body of DST,
which aims to motivate students of class-
es 6 to 10. This award scheme aims to tar-
get one million original ideas/innova-
tions rooted in science and societal appli-
cations to foster a culture of creativity and
innovative thinking among school children.
Under this scheme, schools can nominate
the five best original ideas/innovations of
students. The top 1,00,000 ideas received
that can address societal needs through
Science & Technology are shortlisted by
NIF. The shortlisted students will get
INSPIRE Award of INR 10,000.

It is always an inspiration to go through
the paths taken by our young researchers.
How have they identified a problem?
How do they pursue the work despite dif-
ficulties? What are the challenges they
faced? How their parents and teachers sup-
port them? All these can have bearer on the
next-generation innovators.

These questions that crept into the
mind of our young innovators are answered
through the programme Vigyanveer. It is
a popular science programme telecaston the
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India Science Channel, managed by
Vigyan Prasar,DST.This science
series is specially designed to prop-
agate and popularise the innovations
of students who won the prestigious
INSPIRE Award MANAK. In each
series, one award-winning innova-
tion and its innovator are show-
cased.

Amazingly, most of our young
innovators have identified problems
from their day-to-day experiences.
One of the episodes of
Vigyanveerhighlights K. Shrawani,
a student of Bibinagar village in
Telangana, who understood the
risk faced by farmers during farm-
ing and made a life-saving device for
them.Increasing electrical energy
generation is an area of concern.
Riddhi Tiwari, a student of the Sagar
district of Madhya Pradesh, has
developed a  unique model that can
increase the electricity generating
capacity of standard solar power
panels.

Similarly, Jitendra, a student liv-
ing in a village in Rajasthan, devel-
oped an automatic swing. This
swing takes care of children when
their parents do fieldwork and pro-
tects children from any unknown
danger.

Another student  M.Abhishek,
from Telangana, made a machine
that can be used to fill grains in sacks
in less time and without much
effort. This unique innovation saves
the farmers’ time and reduces the
labour involved in loading the
grain. Vandana Kumari, a student
of Mahuakheda village of Etah,
Uttar Pradesh, made a unique
device to solve her father’s troubles
in plucking fruits from trees full of
thorns.

Microscope holds a vital role in
understanding fundamental biolog-
ical concepts in science education.
Even though children from city-

bred schools are fortunate to have
the hands-on experience, many
schools in rural regions of the
country don’t have many laborato-
ry facilities. When Ananya Singh
realized that many students don’t
have a facility like a microscope for
their studies, she developed a low-
cost microscope from waste plastic
bottles. She named this as
‘Plastoscope’, which is low cost and
can be easily carried in a school bag.  

Managing a house is a tedious
task for our homemakers. For help-
ing his mother, Shailendra from
Udaipur, Rajasthan, has developed
an automatic device to help her
mother clean the house. 

Similarly, Dharmendra Yadav, a
student living in the Seoni district
of Madhya Pradesh, created a
unique movable toilet after seeing
the difficulties of his grandmother.
Vibha, a student from Karnataka,
developed a fantastic innovation
that will reduce fuel consumption
in the kitchen and reduce the cook-
ing time. Navshri Thakur, a student
of Hoshangabad, Madhya Pradesh,
designed a unique machine to ease
her mother’s trouble in the kitchen.
This machine can do many tasks in
the kitchen together, and it does not
even require electricity to run.

Manual scavenging is an inhu-
man attitude prevailing in our soci-
ety. Many oppressed members of
our community are cleaning the
public toilets without any safety
measures. Sulochana Kakodia, a stu-
dent from a tribal-dominated area
of Chhindwara in Madhya Pradesh
named Gummach Khamaria, took
the problem of manual toilet clean-
ing as her inspiration and made a
machine that can clean the toilet
without touching hands. Similarly,
Ayush, a student from Bangalore,
discovered a unique way to prevent
accidents due to open manholes.

Many people are living with dis-
abilities. To support such ‘divyagyan,’
students have developed innovative
technologies. K Sreeja, a student of
Godavarikhani, Telangana,  has
made such a unique cap and stick
that can bring a new ray of hope to
the lives of blind people.
Mainuddin, living in the Gonda dis-
trict of Uttar Pradesh, has developed
a leg-controlled computer mouse
that will make disabled people
work with a computer. Similarly,
Madhav Lavakare, a Delhi student,
understands the pain of deaf peo-
ple and invented smart glasses.
With the help of Transcribe Glass,
deaf people can easily understand
what a person is saying in front of
them.

Safety issues of women and
older people are always a matter of
concern. Siddhi Pandey, a student
living in Dhamtari, Chhattisgarh,
has created a device to solve the
problem of molestation. This device
will surprise the maniacs who
harass women and bring them to
the ground by giving them an elec-
tric shock. Parv Kapoor, a student
living in Bareilly, Uttar Pradesh, saw
his grandfather’s troubles and sig-
nificantly made a digital security
alarm watch to help the elderly.

It is heartening to notice that
our young minds have touched
upon every issue an ordinary citi-
zen of our country encounters in
their daily life. The vast area of their
research shows that India indeed has
big brains for the future. Their only
satisfaction is that they have devel-
oped something for the society,
something for the nation.This is evi-
dent from their smiling faces. The
instincts create curiosity in these
young people, and we need to
carry forward these basic scientif-
ic instincts to build a self-reliant
country.

(Dharmapalan is a 
science writer. Tripathi

is as Scientist F at
Vigyan Prasar, Govt.of

India, New Delhi. 
The views expressed 

are personal.)

India is missing an effective
Opposition at the Centre
and in States as it tries to

check the surge of ruling BJP.
Political equations often
change before polls as enemies
become friends and vice-versa.
BSP and Congress came
together in 1996. SP and the
BSP came together in the early
nineties, and Congress and
SP joined hands in the 2017
Uttar Pradesh Assembly polls.

When the situation
requires, opposition parties
do not mind combining to
check the ruling party as multi-
cornered contests only give the
ruling party a chance for vic-
tory as the votes are splintered.

If the Opposition is to
survive, it must rebuild itself
from the states upward. The
current five state Assembly
polls are crucial in this regard.

Putting up a joint candidate
against BJP or tactical under-
standing within the
Opposition parties would have
had more victory. It does not
mean that the entire
Opposition should come
together, but a broad coalition
would have gone a long way.

There are many reasons for
the disunity among the oppo-
sition parties. Congress has
failed to lead the Opposition as
a pan-national party since
2014. The party continues to
live in its past glory while the
regional satraps feel they are
much more effective in oppos-
ing BJP in their respective
states.

The challenge before the
Opposition is how to defeat
BJP. Although the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections are two and
half years away, BJP has already

started making moves. These
five state Assembly polls are
crucial because they will indi-
cate the direction for the
future. BJP wants to retain UP
at all costs. As the Congress
weakens, India misses a strong,
credible national opposition
inside and outside Parliament.

While individually, each
opposition party talks about
the need for unity, they seem

to be more at war within their
respective parties rather than
taking on the ruling party.

Many leaders like Mamata
Banerjee, Arvind Kejriwal,
Yogi Adityanath are ambitious
and nurture prime ministeri-
al ambitions. But what is cru-
cial is who or which party
dominates India’s Opposition
in the future. Unfortunately for
Congress, the party is now a
junior partner in a coalition
while regional parties play a
significant role in their respec-
tive states. That is where the
competition lies.

There is war within
Congress. The party faces fac-
tionalism and indiscipline.
There is erosion and infighting
in UP and Punjab as senior
leaders from ‘Team Rahul’ like
Jitin Prasada and RPN Singh
has left for BJP. To humour

cricketer Navjot Sidhu, the
Gandhi siblings foolishly
sacked chief minister Captain
Amarinder Singh though the
party could have easily won
Punjab.

Congress and BSP fight for
the same groups. In UP, it is the
Dalit and Brahmin votes. AAP
and SAD are principal oppo-
nents of Congress in Punjab.
AIMIM and Congress compete
for the minority vote in
Telangana. Congress and Aam
Admi Party are rivals in UP,
Punjab, and Goa.

Congress has spurned the
offer of NCP and Shiv Sena(its
Maharashtra coalition part-
ners) to form a front in Goa.
Mamata Banerjee never miss-
es a chance to make snide
remarks against Congress. So
does Mayawati, but she attacks
both SP and the Congress in

UP.
Then there are ego clash-

es among the regional chief-
tains. The regional satraps are
not keen to work under the
leadership of Rahul
Gandhi.The Opposition needs
a new narrative and effective
strategy to win. While BJP has
cornered the committed
Hindu vote, there are floating
Hindu votes. It cannot succeed
without the support of a sec-
tion of Hindus. Rahul Gandhi
perhaps realizes this, which is
why he has been talking of a
difference between Hindutva
and Hinduism.

With a proper strategy
and strong leadership, the
Congress could regain its lost
glory. For instance, in 180 sets
of 542 in Lok Sabha, the fight
is direct between Congress
and the BJP. There are over 350

seats where the regional parties
are dominant, including states
like Uttar Pradesh (80),
Maharashtra (48), West Bengal
(42), Bihar (40), Tamil Nadu
(39), Andhra Pradesh (25),
Odisha (21) and Telangana
(17), etc. They are Madhya
Pradesh (29), Karnataka (28),
Gujarat (26), Rajasthan (25),
Assam (14), Punjab (13),
Chhattisgarh (11) and Haryana
(10), etc.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has a secret weapon. The
weak Congress party and dis-
united Opposition keep BJP in
power. So, part of the solution
is within the hands of the
opposition.  Instead of fighting
among themselves, the oppo-
sition needs to unite in a
healthy democracy. Unless the
opposition parties BJP is 
likely to return in 2024.
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(The writer is a senior 
journalist. The views

expressed are personal.)
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French President Emmanuel
Macron brought his diplo-

matic effort to defuse the crisis
over Ukraine to its capital of
Kyiv on Tuesday, a day after
hours of talks with Russian
President Vladimir Putin yield-
ed no apparent breakthrough.

Macron met with
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy as fears
of a possible Russian invasion
mount. Moscow has massed
over 100,000 troops near
Ukraine’s borders, but insists it
has no plans to attack.

The Kremlin wants guar-
antees from the West that
NATO will not accept Ukraine
and other former Soviet nations
as members, that it halt weapon
deployments there and roll
back its forces from Eastern
Europe — demands the U.S.
and NATO reject as non-
starters.

Western leaders in recent
weeks have engaged in multiple
rounds of diplomacy in the
hope of de-escalating the ten-
sions and preventing an attack.
High-level talks have taken
place against the backdrop of
military drills in Russia and
Belarus. On Tuesday, Russia’s
Defense Ministry said six large
landing ships were moving

from the Mediterranean to the
Black Sea for exercises.Macron’s
talks with Putin on Monday
lasted more than five hours, and
the French leader told reporters
that they allowed him to ensure
that “there’s no degradation
and no (further) escalation.” He
said he did not expect Putin to
make any “gestures”, saying his
objective was to “prevent an
escalation and open new per-
spectives. ... That objective is
met.”

Macron said Putin “set a
collective trap” when he initi-
ated the exchange of written
documents with the U.S.
Moscow submitted its demands
to Washington in the form of
draft agreements that were
released to the public, and
insisted on a written response,
which was leaked to the press.

“In the history of diploma-
cy, there was never a crisis that
has been settled by exchanges
of letters which are to be made
public afterward,” he said,
adding that is why he decided
to travel to Moscow for direct
talks.

Putin said after the meeting
that the U.S. and NATO
ignored Moscow’s demands,
but signaled his readiness to
continue talking. NATO, U.S.
and European leaders flatly
reject the demands that they say

challenge NATO’s core princi-
ples, like shutting the door to
Ukraine or other countries that
might seek membership; but
they have offered to talk about
other Russian security con-
cerns in Europe. 

Putin warned that Ukraine
membership in NATO could
trigger a war between Russia
and the alliance should Kyiv
move to retake the Crimean
Peninsula, which Moscow
annexed in 2014. In that case,
he said, European countries
would be drawn into a military
conflict with Russia where
“there will be no winners.”

U.S. President Joe Biden
has said that any prospect of
Ukraine entering NATO “in the
near term is not very likely,” but
he and other NATO member
nations and NATO itself refuse
to rule out Ukraine’s entry into
the alliance at a future
date.Biden met in Washington
on Monday with German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz, who
also will travel to Kyiv and
Moscow on Feb. 14-15.

Biden vowed that the Nord
Stream 2 Russia-to-Germany
gas pipeline, which has been
completed but is not yet oper-
ating, will be blocked “if Russia
invades, that means tanks and
troops crossing the border of
Ukraine again.” 
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In a flurry of diplomacy across
two continents,  President Joe

Biden met with Germany's
new leader Monday and vowed
the crucial Nord Stream 2
Russia-to-Germany gas
pipeline will be blocked if
Russia further invades Ukraine. 

Russia's Vladimir Putin
retorted that the U.S. And its
allies are the only ones talking
invasion. Putin and French
President 

Emmanuel Macron met
for more than five hours in
Moscow at the same time
Biden and German Chancellor
Olaf  Scholz spoke at the White
House in efforts to defuse the
crisis before armed conflict
breaks out. Russia has massed
thousands of troops at the
Ukraine border, adding mili-
tary might almost daily.

The White House has
expressed increasing alarm
about the prospects  of war, and
Biden has been looking to
solidify support among

European allies for economy-
jarring sanctions against Russia
if it attacks."If Russia invades,
that means tanks and troops
crossing the border  of Ukraine
again, then there will be no
longer a Nord Stream 2,"  Biden
said. "We will bring an end to
it." That would hurt Russia eco-
nomically but also cause sup-
ply problems  for Germany.  

Construction of the
pipeline has been completed,
but it is not yet operating. "We
are jointly ready, and all of
NATO is ready," Biden said,
referring to the powerful
Western alliance, though
Ukraine is not a member.

While Biden reiterated
with certitude that the pipeline
would not move forward,
Scholz stressed the need to
keep some ambiguity about
sanctions in order to press
Russia to de-escalate the cri-
sis."It's necessary for Russia to
understand that a lot more
could happen than they've per-
haps calculated with them-
selves,." Scholz said.
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Adelegation from Mauritius
is set to sail Tuesday to the

Chagos Islands to press the
country’s claim for the strate-
gically important Indian Ocean
archipelago, which is also
claimed by Britain and is home
to an American military base.

It is the first time Mauritius
has embarked upon an expe-
dition to the islands without
seeking the permission of the
United Kingdom, Prime
Minister Pravind Jugnauth said
in a statement, adding it is a
“concrete step” in “exercising its
sovereignty and sovereign
rights in relation to the Chagos
Archipelago.”

Those rights were strength-
ened in 2019 by a non-binding
opinion from the International
Criminal Court, which said
that Britain had unlawfully
carved up Mauritius, an arch-
ipelago nation whose main
island is some 2,000 kilometers
(1,200 miles) off the southeast
coast of Africa. 

The Chagos islands were a
part of Mauritius until Britain
separated them a few years
before Mauritius became inde-
pendent from British colonial
rule in 1968.The United
Nations General Assembly fol-
lowed that opinion with a res-
olution two months later
demanding that Britain end its
“colonial administration” of
the Chagos Islands, which

include U.S. military base on
Diego Garcia, and return them
to Mauritius. Even Pope
Francis weighed in, saying that
Britain should obey the U.N.
resolution.

Thus far, however, Britain,
which calls archipelago a
“British Indian Ocean
Territory,” has refused to abide
by non-binding decisions. It
has argued that Chagos archi-
pelago has been under its sov-
ereignty since 1814 and that its
continued presence there is
strategically important. Britain’s
Foreign Office did not imme-
diately respond to requests for
comment on current expedi-
tion. In his statement, Jugnauth
recalled ICJ ruling and said that

“continued administration of
the Chagos archipelago by the
United Kingdom constituted a
wrongful act.” His office did not
immediately respond to an
email seeking further com-
ment.

Jugnauth has repeatedly
said that ending British admin-
istration, however, would have
no implications for the U.S.
military base at Diego Garcia,
which he has said Mauritius is
committed to maintaining.

Britain sealed a deal in
1966 allowing U.S. to use Diego
Garcia for defense purposes.
The United States maintains a
base there for aircraft and ships
and has backed Britain in legal
dispute with Mauritius. 
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The United States and its
allies clashed with Russia

and China in U.N. Security
Council on Monday over the
usefulness and impact of U.N.
sanctions, which are currently
imposed on countries from
North Korea to Yemen and
Congo as well al-Qaida and
Islamic State extremist groups
and their affiliates and sup-
porters. 

Russia, which holds coun-
cil presidency this meeting and
chose the topic -- preventing
humanitarian and unintended
consequences of sanctions --
also lashed out at unilateral

sanctions imposed by United
States, European Union and
other countries and groups.
U.N. political chief Rosemary
DiCarlo told council there are
14 U.N. sanctions regimes: As
examples, in Libya, Mali, South
Sudan and Yemen they support
conflict resolution; in Guinea
Bissau they aim to deter uncon-
stitutional changes of govern-
ment; in Central African
Republic, Congo and Somalia
they curb illicit exploitation of
natural resources that fund
armed groups; in North Korea,
they target proliferation activ-
ities; and they constrain Islamic
State and al-Qaida terrorist
threats. 

DiCarlo said U.N. sanctions
are no longer “ blunt instru-
ment they once were.” Since
1990s, they have undergone
changes to minimize possible
adverse consequences on civil-
ians and third countries, and
Security Council has included
and provided humanitarian
exemptions in most sanctions
regimes, she said.Russia’s
deputy U.N. ambassador

Dmitry Polyansky, who chaired
meeting, said many sanctions
regimes interfere with plans for
state-building and economic
development, pointing to
Central African Republic and
Sudan and calling measures on
Guinea Bissau “anachronistic.”

The Security Council needs
“to take greater heed of what
authorities of states under sanc-
tions think” and be more real-
istic in setting benchmarks to
lift them to make sure they
don’t turn into “a mission
impossible,” he said. 

U.S. Ambassador Linda
Thomas-Greenfield countered
that sanctions are “a potent
tool” that “make it harder for
terrorists to raise funds via
international financial systems,”
and have slowed development
of “certain capabilities” in North
Korea’s nuclear and ballistic
missile programs. Sanctions
also “constrain resources of
those who would spoil peace
processes, threaten UN peace-
keepers, commit atrocities, and
obstruct humanitarian assis-
tance,” she said.
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President Joe Biden’s top sci-
ence adviser Eric Lander

resigned, hours after the White
House confirmed that an inter-
nal investigation found credi-
ble evidence that he mistreat-
ed his staff, marking the first
Cabinet-level departure of the
Biden administration.

An internal review last
year, prompted by a workplace
complaint, found evidence that
Lander, the director of the
Office of Science and
Technology Policy and sci-
ence adviser to Biden, bullied
staffers and treated them dis-
respectfully. 

The White House rebuked
Lander over his interactions
with his staff, but initially sig-
naled Monday that he would
be allowed to remain on the
job, despite Biden’s
Inauguration Day assertion
that he expected “honesty and
decency” from all who worked
for his administration and
would fire anyone who shows

disrespect to others “on the
spot.” But later Monday
evening, press secretary Jen
Psaki said Biden had accepted
Lander’s resignation with “grat-
itude for his work at OTSP on
the pandemic, the Cancer
Moonshot, climate change,
and other key priorities.” 

Lander, in his resignation
letter, said, “I am devastated
that I caused hurt to past and
present colleagues by the way
in which I have spoken to
them.”“I believe it is not pos-
sible to continue effectively in
my role, and the work of this
office is far too important to be
hindered,” he added.

The White House said
Biden did not request Lander’s
resignation. Earlier Monday,
Psaki said senior administra-
tion officials had met with
Lander about his actions and
management of the office, but
indicated he would be allowed
to stay in the job, saying the
administration was following
a “process” to handle work-
place complaints.
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China has ordered inhabi-
tants of the southern city of

Baise to stay home and sus-
pended transportation links
amid a surge in COVID-19
cases at least partly linked to
the omicron variant.

Classes have been sus-
pended, non-essential busi-
nesses closed and mass testing
of residents ordered.
Restaurants are only permitted
to serve take-out. Traffic lights
have been switched to red only
to remind drivers to stay home.

As of Tuesday, 135 cases
had been reported in the city —
at least two of them found to be
omicron, health authorities
said.The city has become the
latest to be placed under lock-
down in keeping with China’s
“zero-tolerance” approach to
the pandemic. The policy
requires strict measures be
applied even when only a small
number of cases have been
found.

A major concern is pre-
venting outbreaks during the
ongoing Beijing Winter
Olympic Games. No new cases
were reported in the Chinese
capital on Tuesday.More than
30 athletes at the Beijing
Olympics are in isolation facil-
ities after testing positive for the
coronavirus, organizers said

Tuesday. The average stay in
isolation is seven days. Baise
has an urban population of
about 1.4 million, with anoth-
er 3 million in the large sur-
rounding rural area that abuts
the Vietnamese border.

State media reported cus-
toms clearance at crossing
points of Longbang and
Pingmeng were delayed, caus-
ing further disruptions to
cross-border trade that have
already inflicted major losses
on Vietnamese fruit farmers
who rely on the Chinese mar-
ket for much of their revenue.

The first cases in Baise
were reported Saturday at the
tail end of Lunar New Year hol-
iday, when many Chinese trav-
el vast distances to their home-
towns. For third year running,
the government asked people
to remain in place to avoid a
major spread, although such
calls had only a slight effect on
numbers of trips taken.

Despite occasional region-
al outbreak, China has largely
brought pandemic under con-
trol through lockdowns, mass
testing, case tracing, mask
mandates and other strict mea-
sures. Almost 85% of popula-
tion is fully vaccinated, accord-
ing to Our World in Data,
although questions have been
raised about efficacy of Chinese
vaccines, particularly against
omicron strain.
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Drought conditions have
left an estimated 13 mil-

lion people facing severe
hunger in the Horn of Africa,
according to the United
Nations World Food Program.

People in a region includ-
ing Somalia, Ethiopia and
Kenya face the driest condi-
tions recorded since 1981, the
agency reported Tuesday, call-
ing for immediate assistance to
forestall a major humanitarian
crisis.

Drought conditions are
affecting pastoral and farming
communities across southern
and south-eastern Ethiopia,
south-eastern and northern
Kenya, and south-central
Somalia. Malnutrition rates are
high in the region.

WFP said it needs $327
million to look after the urgent
needs of 4.5 million people over
the next six months and help
communities become more
resilient to extreme climate
shocks.

“Three consecutive failed
rainy seasons have decimated
crops and caused abnormally
high livestock deaths,” it said in
a statement. “Shortages of water
and pasture are forcing families
from their homes and leading
to increased conflict between
communities.”
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New Delhi: The demand for housing for senior citizens has
improved amid the COVID-19 pandemic and is likely to grow
in the coming years, driven by focus on health and well-being
coupled with fast ageing population, according to Housing.Com.

Realty portal Housing.Com, which is a part of REA
India, on Tuesday released a report on 'The Silver Economy - A
perspective on senior living in India'. "Senior Living Housing
is poised to become an important residential asset class as demand
for retirement homes is likely to grow exponentially over the next
three decades with India's fast ageing population," it said in a
statement. Senior living housing, which is currently at
a very nascent stage, has come into focus after the outbreak of
the COVID-19 pandemic. PTI

New Delhi: Making it clear that relaxations will
not be provided to US-based electric vehicles
major Tesla unless it participates in manufacturing
activities in India, Union Minister Krishan Pal
Gurjar on Tuesday said there cannot be a situa-
tion where the market is India but jobs are cre-
ated in China.

The minister of state for heavy industries also
told the Lok Sabha during Question Hour that
the company is yet to apply for schemes as per
the government's policy.

Last year, the Elon Musk-led company sought
a reduction in import duties on electric vehicles
(EVs) in India but the Ministry of Heavy
Industries asked the firm to start manufacturing
its iconic EVs in the country before any tax con-
cessions can be considered.

Gurjar said the government has Production
Linked Incentives for automobile and auto com-
ponents as well as for manufacturing Advanced
Chemistry Cell (ACC) battery. Both schemes are
open for domestic as well as foreign entities.

Responding to a query on Tesla, the minis-
ter said "the company wants workers from

China and market of India. This is not possible
in Modi Government... Our Government's pol-
icy is that if india market is to be used, job oppor-
tunities will have to be given to Indians."

The minister's reply came in response to a
question by Congress member K Suresh on
whether the government would invite Tesla to
enter the Indian market and steps being taken to
promote mass production of electric vehicles in
the country.

"Want to ask the member if they want india's
money to go to China?  That company has not
applied as per our policy. For that (company),
doors of India are open, they can come apply as
per policy, set up company, give jobs to our peo-
ple, increase government revenue," the minister
said.  "Modiji ki sarkar mein ye nahi ho sakta ki
rozgar Cheen ko aur market Bharat ki... Modiji
sarkar ki neeti hai ki agar market Bharat ki hai,
rozgar bhi Bharat ke logon ko milega.... (Under
Modi government, it cannot happen that jobs are
in China while market is India...  The govern-
ment's policy is that if the market is India, then
peope  in India should get jobs)," Gurjar said.

New Delhi: Power requirement in the coun-
try is estimated to be 1,650.59 billion units in
2022-23 while it was 1,141.94 billion units till
January of the ongoing fiscal year, Parliament
was informed on Tuesday.

In financial year 2020-21, power require-
ment was 1,275.53 billion units (BU), Power
Minister R K Singh said in a written reply to
the Rajya Sabha.

The minister also informed the House that
the peak power demand was 2,03,014 MW till
January 2021-22 and it is estimated to touch
2,38,899 MW in the next financial year.

The minister provided the information as
per estimates of the 19th Electric Power Survey
(EPS). PTI
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Mumbai: Snapping their three-
day losing run, market bench-
marks ticked higher after a see-
saw session on Tuesday on
fag-end buying in energy, metal
and finance counters amid a
firm trend in global markets. 

Covering-up of short posi-
tions by bears also supported
the late recovery in stocks,
traders said.

After swinging between
gains and losses, the 30-share
BSE Sensex finally closed
187.39 points or 0.33 per cent
higher at 57,808.58. Similarly,
the broader NSE Nifty climbed
53.15 points or 0.31 per cent to
17,266.75.

Tata Steel topped the
Sensex gainers' chart with a
jump of 3.10 per cent, followed
by Bajaj Finance, Bajaj Finserv,
Reliance Industries, Titan,
Asian Paints and Axis Bank.

In contrast, PowerGrid,
TCS, UltraTech Cement, Tech
Mahindra, Kotak Bank, L&T
and HDFC twins were among
the losers, shedding as much as
1.66 per cent. Of the
Sensex constituents, 19 shares

closed higher while 11 were in
the red. 

"Indian equities were high-
ly volatile today, swaying
between gains and losses while
managing to close on a positive
note. Selling pressure from
FIIs was countered by bargain
hunting by domestic investors.  

"European shares
advanced over ECB President's
comments stating that there are
lower chances of a measurable
tightening of monetary policy,
which helped in comforting
global investors," said Vinod
Nair, Head of Research at
Geojit Financial Services. 

Meanwhile, the Reserve
Bank's rate-setting panel began
its three-day deliberations on
Tuesday to decide the next
monetary policy in the back-
drop of Budget 2022-23, infla-
tionary concerns and evolving
geopolitical situation.  

S Ranganathan, Head of
Research at LKP Securities,
said, "As policymakers face
one of the fastest pace of price
increases in the developed
markets, global stock markets

are facing a challenge in pric-
ing the likely actions by central
bankers."  PTI

New Delhi: CSC Grameen
eStore, a subsidiary of Common
Service Centers under Ministry
of Information Technology, and
Adani Capital have joined
hands for extending business
loans to Village Level
Entrepreneurs (VLEs) for pur-
chasing products to be sold to
customers through the e-com-
merce platform. 

As per the agreement, the
Distributor VLEs working in
CSC Grameen eStore can avail
loan up to Rs. three lakhs. The
facility will initially be available
for the VLEs of Rajasthan,
Gujarat, Maharashtra,
Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana. 

Dr. Dinesh Tyagi,
Managing Director, CSC SPV
said, “VLEs running Grameen

eStores are not only servicing
people in rural areas, but also
generating huge employment
opportunities by employing
rural youth. Till date, these
eStores have delivered 40 lakh
orders. With the loan facility
available to the eStore VLEs,
they will be able to purchase
products in demand without
waiting for capital and deliver
them to the doorsteps of the
customers.”

The Grameen e-Store,
launched in April 2020, offers
a large range of products
including local handicrafts, gro-
ceries, and consumer durables
in far-flung areas. It has touched
the business of Rs. 450 crores
since its launch.  The e-store is
run by over two lakh VLEs
across the country. PNS

Mumbai: The rupee edged
lower by 5 paise to close at 74.74
against the US dollar on
Tuesday as stronger greenback,
elevated crude oil prices and
foreign fund ouflows weighed
on forex market sentiment.

At the interbank foreign
exchange, the rupee opened at
74.65 a dollar and later touched
an intra-day high of 74.57 and
a low of 74.80. The local
unit finally ended the day at
74.74, down 5 paise from the
previous close.

In the previous session on
Friday, the rupee had settled at
74.69 against the greenback.

The forex market was
closed on Monday as
Maharashtra had declared
February 7 as public holiday to
mourn the demise of legendary
singer Lata Mangeshkar.

Mumbai: Domestic air pas-
senger traffic plunged around
43 per cent month-on-month at
64 lakh in January 2022 as the
third wave of the pandemic and
the resultant restrictions by
State Governments kept flyers
away from air travel, Icra said
on Tuesday.

The domestic passenger
volume in December 2021 was
recorded at 112 lakh.  

The rating agency said it is
expecting the recovery process
to remain subdued during
March quarter and that the jet
fuel prices continue to be a drag
on the sector.  The passenger
traffic declined 17 per cent last
month over 77 lakh passengers
transported by domestic airlines
on local routes in January 2021,
Icra said.

Also, airlines deployed 7
per cent lower capacity in
January 2022, which saw 62,979
departures against 67,877
departures recorded in the cor-
responding month of 2021, it

said, noting that on a sequen-
tial basis, the number of depar-
tures in January was lower 27
per cent due to emergence of
the new COVID-19 
variant.

The sequential recovery
slumped in January 2022 with
emergence of the new variant
(Omicron) and related restric-
tions impacting the leisure trav-
el segment along with existing
subdued demand from the cor-
porate traveller segment, said
Suprio Banerjee, Vice President
& Sector Head, Icra.

The same is also reflected
as passenger traffic during
April-January period of 2021-
22 remained around 45 per cent
lower than the period year ear-
lier, he stated.

“The emergence of the
new COVID variant and reac-
tionary air travel restrictions
will keep the recovery prospects
subdued for the domestic air-
lines sector in the current quar-
ter,” he added. PTI

New Delhi: Electoral bonds
worth �324.36 cr were encashed
by various political parties in
2020-21, Minister of State for
Finance Pankaj Chaudhary
informed Parliament on
Tuesday.

State Bank of India is the
authorised bank to issue and
encash electoral bonds. 

The political party-wise
detail of electoral bonds encash-
ment is not collated centrally at
SBI, he said in a written reply to
the Rajya Sabha. D u r i n g
2020-21, 14th and 15 tranches of

electoral bonds were issued and
encashed.

In another reply, Chaudhary
said the electoral bonds amount-
ing to �1,212.86 crore were
encashed by political parties in
the 19th tranche of electoral
bonds.

As per the guidelines, the
bond under this scheme may be
purchased by a person, who is
a citizen of India or incorporat-
ed or established in India, and
a person being an individual can
buy bonds, either singly or joint-
ly with other individuals. PTI

New Delhi: Shares of Adani
Wilmar Ltd on Tuesday made
a tepid market debut but soon
recovered the lost ground to
surge over 16 per cent against
the issue price of � 230.

The stock made its debut at
�221, a discount of 3.91 per
cent from the issue price on
BSE. But, it soon 
recovered the lost ground and
jumped 15.30 per cent to set-
tle at Rs 265.20. 

Similarly, on NSE, it
declined 1.30 per cent to list at
�227. But, the stock

bounced back and zoomed
16.23 per cent to close at
�267.35. The company com-
manded a market valuation of
�34,467.48 crore on BSE. PTI

New Delhi: Leading digital
healthcare platform
MediBuddy on Tuesday said it
has roped in Bollywood icon
Amitabh Bachchan as its brand
ambassador.  

MediBuddy gives users
24x7 access to specialist doctors
online via video call, at-home
lab tests, home delivery of
medicines, mental health sup-
port and other health care ser-
vices. 

"It is an absolute honor to
be associated with him whose
name alone carries so much
credibility, trust, and respect.
Bachchan to cinema is what
MediBuddy aims to be to the
Indian healthcare system,"
MediBuddy co-founder and
CEO Satish Kannan said in a
statement.
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If you are a social media enthusiast and
looking for ways to become influen-
tial and successful at the same time,

following certain techniques can boost
your reach and might also help you build
better relationships with your audience.
Keeping your audience happy could be a
task and once you know what makes them
like your content, you almost reach your
goal. 

As we all know Twitter is a great space
and a strong space for speaking up, you
should also know the ways to tweet in a
way that people would invest their time
in reading or sharing your tweet. Using
more ordered tweets can help you with the
same. Using hashtags is very important if
you want to target a large number of audi-
ence. 

On social media, taking a little effort
and creating special messages for your
clients who are really close or precious to
you can be of great help as it sends a mes-
sage to them that you care and need their
support.

Being up-to-date with social media
trends is extremely important because
people are always looking for something
unique and interesting. If you stick to old
methods of posting photos and stories,
people might not pay much attention to
your content. Exploring and experi-
menting should be your mantra for social
media. Keep it creative so that people
engage with your content actively.

Unlike Twitter where you are restrict-
ed to 140 words, Google+ and Facebook
allow you to write longer texts. Your
clients from different parts of the world
would love to know and engage with your

work. Keeping active on all social media
platforms can help attract more follow-
ers and spread your content globally. 

By creating groups on Facebook, you
allow your followers to freely send you
necessary content. What is better than
connecting with your clients or audience
on social media and getting to know what
they like or dislike by one one one con-
versation? It helps them discuss your work
with others. You can send recent
announcements to them and hear their
feedback. 

Building relations is very crucial if you
want to stay and finding interesting and
different ways to do that is your work.
Exploring everything that a particular
social media platform offers you is a good
way to know how you can be creative and
how you can put them social media fea-
tures to use for your own good.

Over the last two years, the
way people work has seen
some massive shifts and

adjustments. Changes that would
have affected work for the gen-
erations to come have happened
in a short amount of time as the
workforces from all over the
world experience a paradigm
shift. While 2020 was a year filled
with speculation and doubt,
2021’s predictions pointed in the
direction of hope. Now that
we’ve stepped into 2022, it is pre-
dicted that this will be one of the
most career defining years for
people from all walks of life, be
it big name companies or even
the smallest of businesses. 

Here are five very powerful
global trends that are shaping the
career of every professional in
today’s world: 

Abundance of capital: the
private and public markets never
had as much capital as it has -
thanks to a middle aged global
working class pumping in their
savings in all kinds of invest-
ments. What are the industries
and what are the businesses that
will attract this capital? You
would be better off working for
those companies that are better
positioned to attract this capital.

Economic populism - a new

generation of bankers more wor-
ried about 'income inequality'
and less about inflation are
printing money to fulfil political
objectives, and resulting asset
inflation will impact all of our
finances and careers. How you
plan your finances should take
this into account.

Nearshoring: as China
becomes increasingly unreliable,
politically hostile and under
competitive as a trading partner
- more countries like Japan and
USA will be forced to bring some
manufacturing back to their
own countries or look for alter-
native manufacturing countries
like Vietnam, Bangladesh, and
maybe even India. This has put
a lot of economic equations in
flux. 

Remote work: this has cre-
ated unprecedented opportuni-
ties for geoarbitrage in services
(as opposed to international
trade in goods). Till now, this
was unthinkable for most organ-
isations outside IT. In 2022,
remote work is mainstream.
These are early days, but as
more organisations learn to work
with remote talent and technical
tools that enable remote work,
the world will begin to look very
different in the next 5-10 years.

Most of us do not anticipate the
sweeping changes that are on the
way. 

Shift to green energy: the
most world changing impact will
come from increasing global
investment to finance the shift
away from fossil fuel. Entire new
industries of gigantic proportion
are springing up. Entire
economies will transform due to
this shift. For example, India's
fundamental economic reality
will change as we shift to solar
and nuclear energy from petro-
leum and coal. It would be like
lifting a curse on the Indian
economy, or cancelling a mas-
sive tax, which we pay due to
currently being a huge net ener-
gy importer. 

Also, a silent revolution has
happened in the Indian econo-
my already. As UPI transactions
have killed a lot of cash - a lot
more people have come under
the tax net. 

Number of people filing
ITR has quadrupled. A lot more
MSME businesses are within the
formal economy today, paying
taxes and complying to laws as
they have adopted digital pay-
ments thanks to speed and vol-
ume. Even a local paan shop or
juice seller can't operate without

digital payments as consumers
overwhelmingly prefer it. 

As a result, tax revenue for
the government has been rapid-
ly & unprecedentedly growing in
India. This augurs well for tax-
payers and government spend-
ing capacity.

The world is changing. India
has already changed. 2021 and
2022 are going to be remem-
bered as the years the con-
sumer and the workforce
became aware of their sur-
roundings on such a micro
level, that they seeked out to fill
in the gaps in their profession-
al lives themselves. 

We are on the cusp of great
changes that most professionals
do not understand or anticipate.
And while the changes might
seem overwhelming and unpre-
dictable (especially with news of
major stocks falling, lay-offs
and major changes in people’s
work habits), it is important to
keep upto date with the sur-
roundings and maintain a level
headed approach to said
changes. 

Those of you who are read-
ing signs on the wall and align-
ing your career with these
changes stand to benefit 
greatly. 

How often do you get hooked to
a game? Do these exciting
game environments, challeng-

ing levels, and multiple features make
you wonder how thrilling would it be
to design one from scratch? It indeed
sounds thrilling to develop a gaming
universe using the ideas that are your
brainchild. Gaming has become pop-
ular among individuals across all age
groups, and this trend has indirectly
motivated many youngsters to look at
it from a career perspective. The
advent of the internet and unprece-
dented access to technology have
added to the demand for games and
accelerated the overall growth of this
industry.  

With over 2.34 billion gamers pre-
sent globally, this sector has come a
long way in establishing itself as a fast-
evolving segment in the entertainment
arena. As per NASSCOM, the overall
business done by the Indian gaming
industry stands at $890 million and
more than 100 game development
organisations are operating in the sub-
continent. The versatility and expo-
nential growth of this sector are mak-
ing it more than just a pass-time or
hobby. Today, many aspirants are
considering it as a viable career option.
According to a recent survey con-
ducted by the HP India Gaming
Landscape Report, 78 per cent and 84
per cent of respondents hailing from

the metro and tier-2 cities, respectively,
were eager to join a profession in the
gaming field. 

Having established that gaming is
becoming a preferred career choice,
what professional options are present
within its vast gambit? 

Game Designer
In simple terms, a game designer

is the architect of the game. They play
a critical role in planning and defin-
ing all the elements present. Right from
creating the various in-game settings,
rules, story flow, levels, characters,
vehicles to weapons, fall under the
purview of a designer. In short, as a
game designer, you are responsible for
the entire game environment. It is a
well-suited role for those with a cre-
ative mind and interest in designing. 

Narrative Designer
These are professionals with a

knack for storytelling. They work
closely with game designers and help
them add context to the story. Their
work adds the icing on top of the game-
play. They lay the foundation of the
story experience the player will have
during the game. Narrative designers
are responsible for enhancing the
entire gaming experience. To be a suc-
cessful narrative designer, you need to
make words your forte. A significant
part of your job role will entail writing
dialogues for the characters and putting
together the in-game text.

Game Animator/ Visual Artist
You can ideate top-notch charac-

ters, objects, sceneries and other ele-
ments of the game environment.
However, without visual artists and
designers to turn these ideas into phys-
ical forms, all planning will be washed
down the drain. Within this depart-
ment lie an array of roles like Concept
Artists, 3D Modellers, 2D/Texture
Artists and many more. Each of these
has its set of responsibilities, targets and
techniques of doing the job.

Sound Designer/ Audio
Engineer

Imagine playing a game without
any sound or music? It will get dull.
Sound designers and audio engineers
play a vital role in keeping the game’s
realism intact and boredom at bay.
They use a plethora of soundtracks and
effects like gunshots, car’s vroom,
crowd noise, helicopter’s whirring, and
public cheering, among others, to keep
the game interesting. Many sound
designers even mix tunes and tracks
with the help of a variety of software
to create the right background music
for a game. 

Game Developer/ Programmer
They work in liaison with game

artists, game designers, game pro-
ducers and sound technicians. They
ensure that the tech-based coding is
synchronised with the game design.
Their job helps do justice to the cre-
ative vision behind every game. A
game developer or programmer tests
the different codes. They fix the flaws
and bugs pointed out by game testers.
This role involves complex processes.
To create the best possible game; a large
team of programmers is required.

Game Tester
Think about a job where your pri-

mary task is to play games all day. This
is the dream job for all gaming enthu-
siasts. A game tester does exactly this.
They systematically play the test game,

analyse the entire experience and
note its performance. They pinpoint
the errors and suggest improvements
that will make the game more player-
friendly. The quality and ease of play-
ing depend on the analysis provided
by these game testers. 

Game Journalist/Critic
They are an integral part of the

entertainment industry. It is through
the eyes of these journalists and crit-
ics; customers understand the realis-
tic overview of a game. They are pro-
fessionals who are both gamers and
writers. Once a game is launched, they
play and explore its dynamics. Post
this, they explain its ins and outs to
their readers, in lucid terms. 

Game Producers
To build and launch an exciting

game, finance is a prerequisite that can-
not be ignored. Video game produc-
ers look after this aspect of the busi-
ness. They tend to all the financial
details and requirements necessary for
developing the end-product. They
even focus on how the game will be
marketed, oversee the workforce,
ensure timelines are met and keep an
eye on the budget constraints. 

No matter what avenue you
choose, remember to follow your
instincts and give your 100 per cent! 
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With DU and JNU confirmed
to be a part of CUCET,

admission to most of the central
universities through a common
entrance test seems to be a real-
ity now. A common entrance for
all the universities will put a rest
to ever-increasing cut-offs (like
DU) and may improve the
chances of regional language
aspirants as well as it is expected
to be conducted in a minimum of
13 scheduled languages. The idea

of having a common entrance test
at the undergraduate level is to
shift the focus more on develop-
ing the critical thinking ability of
the students rather than going for
rote learning. 

Central Universities
Common Entrance Test
(CUCET), advocated under the
National Education Policy 2020
is not a new concept. It was first
conducted for admission in 7 cen-
tral universities for 1,500 seats in
undergraduate, postgraduate &
integrated courses in 2010. Till

the academic year 2021-22, 12
Central Universities like Assam
University, University of
Karnataka, University of Kerala,
University of Haryana, to name
a few, already took admissions
through CUCET.  The National
Testing Agency (NTA) has been
assigned the task to conduct the
CUCET and as per the report,
this may be conducted twice a
year from the academic year
2022-23 like the JEE entrance test. 

“UGC has directed all 45 cen-
tralized universities to take appro-

priate measures for the CUCET
from the academic session 2022-
2023, & efforts are ongoing at
these academic institutions to
implement the computer-based
exam that is likely to happen in
June. The exam is most likely to
be divided into two segments- the
first one focusing on the general
aptitude of the students and the
second one may be on the specific
subject domain, for which the
students are seeking admissions,”
says Mk Yadav, CMD, AI
Testified.  
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The Les Roches Marbella
announces admissions for

Postgraduate Diploma in
International Hospitality
Management. 

Module: The PGD is com-
posed of 6 months of academ-
ic classes, including a field
trip, followed by a 6-month
internship. The academic
semester features courses that
combine leadership skills and
business/operational knowl-
edge. There are two intakes per
year, one in March and one in
September. 

Fee & scholarship: The
Postgraduate Diploma in
International Hospitality
Management at Les Roches
Marbella costs 19,955 EUR. As
a private institution, Les Roches
provides scholarships and
financial aid packages for stu-
dents. 

How to apply: To apply for
this program, download the
application form here and fill
in your personal details accord-
ingly. You will be contacted to
schedule your admissions
assessment. Assessment will
include a compulsory interview
and may involve a written
exercise. 

Last call for March 2022

application
Ongoing application

process for September 2022
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The Edu Brain Academy col-
laborated with the nation-

al and international universities
offering bachelor programmes
in Fashion Design, Fashion
Business Management,
Communication Design and
Interior Architecture & Design. 

It also offers postgraduate
programmes in Fashion Design
and Fashion technology. The
Institute offers these pro-
grammes through its creative
studio-based education.

Applications: Apply online
and offline. No entrance exam
Admissions: Based on Class 10
and 12 marks and merit

Admissions Process:
Personal Interview 

Deadline: February 27,
2022

http://www.edubrain.in
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After the inoculation drive
launched by the Union

Health Ministry for children
in the age bracket of 15 to 18
years, India’s premier coaching
institute for JEE and NEET
preparation, Vidyamandir
Classes, has also ramped up
the vaccination activities and
launched a vaccination drive
across various schools in
Delhi. The one-week vaccina-

tion drive is held at various
schools across Delhi NCR,
with an aim to cover 700
doses amongst children, with-
in the eligible age bracket. 

“In sync with
Government of India’s Largest
vaccination drive being con-
ducted, the beat COVID-19
initiative taken by VMC to

vaccinate children in the vicin-
ity is a commendable step
which will ensure that they are
safeguarded amid the pan-
demic, and beyond. 

We also appeal to all the
citizens to support the
Government’s initiative in fas-
tening the drive, since vacci-
nation is the only pathway
towards the victory of
mankind over the disease,”
said Brij Mohan, Co-Founder,
Vidyamandir Classes. 

�������>56��	������	����
��
����	��	�����		�
�

�� �'9�)'72,�

Campus 365 management
has been working to not

just house diverse staff, but to
offer support to the folks who
come from all walks of life and
that starts with ensuring that
the women of the company
(including transwomen) are
offered the right conditions.
After witnessing several
women of the company take
days off their regular assigned
holidays and work through
their pain, the board decided
that the one way to maintain
their safety was to offer them
an extra day off for each men-

strual cycle. 
The company members

also want to encourage an
environment of openness and
honesty. By providing a safe
space for women to voice their
concerns and talk about a peri-
od of their lives that is com-
pletely natural, de-stigmatising
periods and women's health.  

Mayank Singh, Co-founder
& CEO of Campus 365 said, “At
Campus 365, we want to foster
a culture of trust, truth, and
acceptance. 

All women (including
transgender people) at Campus
365 can avail up to 12 days of
period leaves in a year.”
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By teaching students strategic deci-
sion-making, leadership, and
problem-solving abilities, the

course prepares them for careers in both
fashion and management.
�Fashion Retailers
A store manager is responsible for a vari-
ety of responsibilities, including setting
sales goals and promoting items. One of
its main responsibilities is to provide the
best degree of customer satisfaction pos-
sible. The functions and responsibilities
of retail managers in the fashion busi-
ness are the same as they are everywhere.
�Entrepreneur
Fresh entrepreneurs enter the business
after deciding to make it on their own.
When starting your own business,
whether it's launching a boutique or sell-
ing wholesale online, make sure to have
a plan ahead,  backup funds, and com-
plete a market feasibility study before
leaving work. Examine your strengths
and weaknesses objectively. Explore
the marketplace to see what possibilities
are developing as well as any risks to
future business.
�PR Manager
Public relations professionals that work
for apparel companies help to build and
maintain a good brand image. They col-
laborate with marketing experts to cre-
ate events that increase consumer
awareness of the brand and product. In
addition, the public relations profes-
sional is in charge of writing news releas-
es and responding to media queries.
�Merchandiser
They investigate their clients' historical
purchase tendencies to choose what
products to provide for a company.
Fashion designers typically work with
management to create budgets and rev-
enue-generating goods.
�Product Manager
From design conception through pro-
duction completion, product develop-
ers manage the apparel process. They are
the primary contact for the apparel firm
with the manufacturer, and they are in
charge of selecting the best factories for
each product. 
�Creative Director
The creative directors are responsible for
deciding on a clothing season's overar-
ching concept, colour palette, and
styling. They might work for a fashion

company or a fashion publication. A
clothing creative director does trend
research and analyses high-level sales
data to identify which colours and
styles are most likely to be purchased by
their clients.
�Fashion Advisor
As a fashion business adviser,  provide
organisations with the tools they need
to create and manage a successful lux-
ury branding business, advising on
everything from business strategy and
fashion marketing strategies to brand
awareness and product distribution
optimisation.
�Fashion Consultant
A fashion consultant is someone who
holds all of the required knowledge and
skills in the fashion and retail industries.
Their main purpose is to improve their
clients' appearance through clothing
while considering their body type, per-
sonality, and job ambitions.
�Social Media And Digital Manager
The task of a social media and digital
manager is to create content with the
target audience in mind. This task also
helps with the development of sales plans
and campaigns. 
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The Cardiff University
Master’s Excellence
Scholarships for UK and

EU Students, 2022-2023
Applications are open for

Australian Government Awards
for students of Asia, the Pacific,
Africa, and the Middle East.

Award: minimum of £3,000
and will be awarded in the form
of a tuition fee discount

Course Level: Masters
Eligibility: Applicants are

independent to apply for a full-
time or a part-time taught mas-
ter’s degree program, MRes
Biosciences, and MRes Stem
Cell Neurobiology degree pro-
grams at the university. 

Must not apply for a distance
learning programme. 

Supporting documents:
Curriculum vitae, academic
transcripts, and a copy or scan of
passport need to be attached.

Admission requirements:
A selected candidate must hold
a bachelor’s degree.

Language requirement:
Should have excellent proficien-
cy in the English language.

How to apply: For being eli-
gible to these positions, candi-
dates must have to reserve a
place in a master’s degree pro-
gram at the university. Then,
they can complete the online
application form for the grants.

Application deadline:
Applicants must submit all
required application materials

until 31 August 2022.

The Imperial College
London British Council
Scholarships for Women in
STEM, UK

These golden funding
opportunities are designed for
outstanding women candidates
who wish to pursue a master’s
degree for the academic session
2022/2023. 

Course Level: Masters
Number of Awards: Five
Each scholarship covers full

tuition fees, a monthly stipend
for a year, and a return flight.

Supporting documents:
Applicants must have all previ-
ous documents, academic tran-
scripts and certificates to apply
for this study program.

Admission requirements:
For taking admission, appli-
cants must have an undergrad-
uate degree from a recognised
university.

Language requirements:
Applicants whose first language
is not English are usually
required to provide evidence of
English proficiency at the high-
er level required by the
University. 

How to apply: For applying,
applicants need to take admis-
sion for a postgraduate degree at
the university. After taking
acceptance, all admitted fresh-
man applicants should com-
plete the application form
through the online portal.

Application deadline: The
last date to submit the entries to
participate in the following grant
is 16 March 2022.

Facilitating quality education is
one of the most compelling
tasks for future development

of any economy. For example,
India’s employability concerns
point towards an education system
still relying on theoretical knowl-
edge which also serves as the
basis for skill evaluation. However,
the need is for a curriculum based
on skills of tomorrow and practi-
cal knowledge of those skills. With
the rise of Edtech startups employ-
ing technology and adopting
Artificial Intelligence, Big Data,
and IoT for curriculum develop-
ment and teaching methods, the
educational landscape is undergo-
ing dramatic changes.

The new national and global
employment standards demand
conceptual understanding from
students, which can help them
develop their skills. This empha-
sises the importance of  outcome-
based coursework in providing stu-
dents with top skills for future
growth. With the new National
Education Policy of 2020, India is
rethinking school education, but it
is equally important for the coun-
try to revamp higher education

with the idea of instilling practical
skills in young students. 

Outcome-based education
allows students to learn at their
own pace and in their environ-
ment, eliminating the one-size-fits-
all framework of the classroom. It
allows students to master concepts
in their own time while learning
how to think critically, conduct
research, and form their own
opinions. By providing value-
added courses and technical train-
ing, outcome-based learning pre-
pares youth for the workplace of
tomorrow and helps reduce the
training and employee onboarding
costs for companies. Furthermore,
outcome-based education pro-
motes economic growth by attract-
ing more skilled newcomers to the
workforce, increasing employment
and employability. 

While we do now realise that
outcome-based education is the
need of the hour, it is still vital to
understand what all needs to be
done to effectively and efficiently
implement this shift in our edu-
cational system. First, we need to
ensure that the curriculum's
emphasis is always on under-

standing rather than memorising
information within a given time-
line. Second, students require con-
ducive learning resources ranging
from the most recent technologi-
cal advancements to mentors who
can assist students with personal
and professional development. But
most importantly, we need to
change the assessment methods
because there is more to a learn-
er's life than just the competitive
desire to be labelled a topper. 

With the nudge of technology
and rapidly changing educational
trends, Edtech startups have start-
ed playing an essential role in edu-
cation. It would not be incorrect to
say that the spread of the COVID-
19 pandemic in 2020 and the
resulting restrictions have
increased the use of technology in
education. In this global crisis,
Edtech startups, on the one hand,
empowered the students from
rural and remote areas to contin-
ue their education through the use
of eLearning apps. On the other
hand, Edtech startups actively
assisted various institutions and
training centres in bridging the gap
between their teaching method-

ologies and technological advance-
ments. 

With the primary goal of sim-
plifying the learning process, facil-
itating inclusive learning, and
making the educational system
more efficient, Edtech startups
are also promoting skill develop-
ment on a holistic level. By teach-
ing industry-oriented technical
skills while also pursuing soft
skills for overall personality devel-
opment, the curriculum most
edtech startups are following is
helping bridge the gap between
teaching and understanding, thus
creating a cohesive learning envi-
ronment. 

This new curriculum is regu-
lating and adapting modern edu-
cational programmes to societal
needs and patterns. And with the
current situation forcing one to
reconsider the definitions and goals
of education in the wake of a new
normal, it is safe to say that Edtech
is the future of education, and is
already bringing about a huge
change to the employability of mil-
lions of students in India through
outcome-based education. 
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After winning the first ODI
convincingly, Rohit Sharma-
led Team India will look to

continue their domination and
win the second ODI and seal the
three-match series at the Narendra
Modi Stadium, here on
Wednesday.

Since India didn't have much
trouble in defeating West Indies in
the first match, hosts are unlikely
to make any changes in their play-
ing XI. However, the focus will be
on vice-captain KL Rahul who has
joined the team after a family
engagement and was seen sweating
it out in the nets ahead of the game.

Ishan Kishan, who opened
with Rohit in the first ODI did a
decent job with a 36-ball 28 and
both Deepak Hooda and
Suryakumar Yadav also did well to
finish the game for India. If Rahul
plays, then either of the three
among Kishan, Deepak Hooda,

and Suryakumar would have to sit
out to accommodate him as Virat
Kohli, Rishabh Pant and Rohit
Sharma are certain to play.

But the management might
also choose to play the same XI and
win the series and give Rahul,
Mayank Agarwal, and Shahrukh
Khan a go in the last game of the
series.

Speaking on the eve of the
match, middle-order batter
Suryakumar also didn't reveal
much about the inclusion of Rahul
and Mayank Agarwal in the play-
ing XI.

"They [Rahul and Mayank]
are coming back into the squad
after quarantine and it makes our
unit really stronger. At the end of
the day, it's all team management's
call on who's gonna play. But
yeah, really happy to have them
back," Surya said in a virtual press
conference.

Eyes will be there also on
Virat Kohli, who will like to get

among the runs and reach his 71st
century, which has been in waiting
for over two years.

In the bowling department,
India had a clinical outing in the
previous game, so the team man-
agement is unlikely to make any
changes. The likes of Washington
Sundar,  Mohammed Siraj,
Yuzvendra Chahal,  Prasidh
Krishna, Shardul Thakur had
restricted visitors to a below-par
target in the first ODI.

On the other hand, West
Indies, who failed to play even 50
overs in the first ODI, will look to
improve their form and get going
in the series.

The Kieron Pollard-led side
need to put a bigger prize on their
wicket and have a better shot
selection. Along with Jason Holder
and Fabian Allen, who batted well,
in the first game, the rest of the bat-
ters would also have to come
good.

The Windies bowlers also need

to be on the mark with line and
length as well as the pace. They
were taken to task by the Indian
batters, especially Rohit.

Squads:
India: Rohit Sharma (captain),

KL Rahul (vice-captain), Mayank
Agarwal, Ruturaj Gaikwad, Shikhar
Dhawan, Virat Kohli, Surya Kumar
Yadav, Shreyas Iyer, Ishan Kishan
(wicket-keeper), Deepak Hooda,
Rishabh Pant (wicket-keeper),
Deepak Chahar, Shardul Thakur,
Yuzvendra Chahal, Kuldeep Yadav,
Washington Sundar, Ravi Bishnoi,
Mohd. Siraj, Prasidh Krishna,
Avesh Khan, Shahrukh Khan.

West Indies: Kieron Pollard
(captain), Fabian Allen, Nkrumah
Bonner, Darren Bravo, Shamarh
Brooks, Jason Holder, Shai Hope,
Akeal Hosein, Alzarri Joseph,
Brandon King, Nicolas Pooran,
Kemar Roach, Romario Shepard,
Odean Smith, Hayden Walsh Jr
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Two teams in desperate need of a
victory to keep their flailing top-

four hopes alive go head-to-head
when Chennaiyin FC and FC Goa
meet in a virtual do-or-die encounter
in the Indian Super League (ISL) at the
Tilak Maidan Stadium, here on
Wednesday.

Chennaiyin dropped to eighth
place after their loss to Mumbai City
FC the other day, having 19 points
from 15 matches. Goa, seated a rung
below them, have gone five games
without a win and have 15 points from
15 games. The Gaurs have to win all
five of their remaining fixtures to
stand a chance for a playoff berth.

Both teams know that their fate is
hanging by a thread and a win on
Wednesday is absolutely necessary to
challenge the teams placed above
them in the table.

The two teams have struggled to

score this season and the root cause
has been their inability to convert their
shots into goals. Goa and Chennaiyin
have the worst (6.95) and second-
worst (8.12) goal conversion rate. The
two teams are among four teams to
have scored less than 20 goals this sea-
son. For Bozidar Bandovic's
Chennaiyin, their run of fixtures
have the odds stacked against them
and if they are to stage a comeback,
they have to put their best foot for-
ward. For Chennaiyin, they will face
Odisha FC, Jamshedpur FC, Kerala

Blasters FC and ATK Mohun Bagan;
all teams in better shape and a better
place to contest for that top-four spot.

"We need to keep trying. Last
game, we made so many mistakes with
the ball in our feet and under no pres-
sure. But we did good things as well
and the boys gave everything on the
field," Bandovic said.

Chennaiyin will miss the ser-
vices of defender Sajid Dhot and for-
ward Vladimir Koman, and Bandovic
said they are important players who
will be missed. On the upside,
Chennaiyin and Goa play more pass-
es in the final third before attempting
a shot than other ISL teams this sea-
son. For every one shot attempted by
Goa this season, they complete 4.58
passes in the final third. 

This is a higher number of pass-
es than any other team. Similarly,
Chennaiyin are second in this ratio,
completing 4.29 passes in the final
third per attempted shot.
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Dusan Lajovic snatched victo-
ry from the jaws of defeat at

the Argentina Open to reach the
second round in Buenos Aires.
The fifth seed overcame
Frenchman Benoit Paire 4-6, 6-
4, 7-6(3), saving three match
points en route to his two-hour
and four-minute victory at the
ATP 250 tournament, on
Monday. The Serbian, who is a
two-time quarter-finalist in
Buenos Aires, saved three match
points at 5-4, 40/0 on Paire's serve
as he demonstrated his fighting
qualities in a hard-fought
encounter. Lajovic rallied from a
breakdown three times in the
decider, before finding his top
level in the tie-break to triumph.

The 31-year-old now leads
Paire 3-2 in their ATP head-to-

head series, with this his second
victory over the World No. 50 on
clay (Sao Paulo 2016). Lajovic will
play Federico Coria in the second
round after the Argentine ousted
Uruguayan Pablo Cuevas 6-1, 1-
6, 6-3 in one hour and 55 min-

utes.
Paire, who was making his

third appearance in Buenos Aires,
was looking to build on his
Australian Open third-round run
this week in Argentina.

In other action, Miomir

Kecmanovic made it a successful
day for Serbia, joining country-
man Lajovic in the second round.
World No. 63 moved past Laslo
Djere 6-4, 1-6, 6-1 in one hour
and 44 minutes to improve to 4-
1 in their ATP Head2Head series.
Kecmanovic will next face
Argentine qualifier Francisco
Cerundolo, who defeated coun-
tryman Facundo Bagnis 7-5, 6-2
in one hour and 49 minutes.

Spaniard Fernando Verdasco
also advanced as he sealed his first
tour-level win since May, defeat-
ing Bolivian qualifier Hugo
Dellien 6-4, 3-6, 6-1 after two
hours and three minutes. The for-
mer World No. 7 was making his
fourth appearance in Buenos
Aires, after first competing at the
clay-court event in 2004. He
broke four times en route to his
first victory over Dellien.
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The Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports
has sanctioned 36 proposals for the estab-

lishment of Khelo India Centres, one propos-
al for the establishment of Khelo India State
Centre of Excellence and 11 sports infrastruc-
ture projects, to the State of Maharashtra dur-
ing the last three years.

The Khelo India Scheme is a demand-dri-
ven scheme and the proposals are considered
based on the technical feasibility of the pro-
posals, their adherence to the prescribed para-
meters, as well as the availability of funds,
Sports minister Anurag Thakur informed Lok
Sabha on Tuesday.

To another question, he said that the
Ministry has also released a total fund of
Rs.87.65 crore till date including Rs.5.49
crore during current Financial Year 2021-22
for establishing/construction of the main
campus and for the functioning of tempo-
rary campus in Manipur.

The National Sports University, established
in Manipur, is a first-of-its-kind university to
promote education in the areas of Sports
Sciences, Sports Technology, Sports Coaching,
besides functioning as the national training
centre for selected sports disciplines.

The National Sports University will cater
to students and sportspersons from all States
and UTs, including those from Rajasthan and
Kerala.

"Education comes under the Concurrent
List of the Constitution. With the majority of
schools falling under respective State
Examination Boards, the school curriculum
is largely determined by State Governments.
However, as per the National Curriculum
Framework (NCF), 2005 Health and Physical
Education is a compulsory subject up to Xth
Class, and an optional subject at Higher
Secondary Stage.

"90 Extension Centres of STC (Sports
Authority of India Training Centre), includ-
ing 60 Khelo India Centres, and 10 Regular
Schools which are part of the National Sports
Talent Contest (NSTC), are operational under
Sports Authority of India. Most of the
Extension Centres are operational in schools
across the country. Further,‘under the 'State
Level Khelo India Centre' vertical of the Khelo
India scheme, 04 Kendriya Vidyalayas with
residential facilities are operational as Sports
Schools since October 2019. Under this ver-
tical, funds at Rs. 1,50,000 per athlete per
annum are provided towards expenses on
boarding, lodging, education, training, com-
petition exposure, medical by the Government
of India," he added.
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India's top-order batter Smriti
Mandhana has risen two places, to

fifth, while captain Mithali Raj con-
tinues to hold on to her second posi-
tion in the latest Women's ODI
Player Rankings for Batters released
on Tuesday.

Mandhana, on 710 points, has
displaced South Africa's Lizelle Lee
(702) and England's Tammy
Beaumont (696) in the ranking,
which is led by Australia's Alyssa
Healy (742 points).

Meanwhile, dominant perfor-
mances in the first two ODIs of the
Women's Ashes have seen several
Australian players climb the charts
in ODI Player Rankings. Having
dropped to the second spot after the
series against India in September
2021, Australia all-rounder Ellyse
Perry is back at the top of the

Women's ODI Player Rankings for
All-rounders with 407 points. India's
Deepti Sharma is fourth with 299
points.

Perry was the 'Player of the
Match' in the second ODI, first
returning figures of 3/12 to reduce
England to 129 all out, before scor-
ing a 40 off 64 balls to take Australia
close to victory. Perry also made huge
gains in the bowlers' rankings, rising
seven spots to break into the top-10

and occupying the No.9 spot.
There hasn't been much for

England to cheer about in the ODI
leg of the Ashes but Katherine
Brunt's all-round brilliance in the
first ODI, where she finished with
3/12 and scored 32 not out, sees her
gain three spots to No.5 in the all-
rounders' rankings. Brunt also
jumped a spot to No.6 in the bowlers'
rankings.

Despite England ending up on
the losing side in the first two ODIs,
Sophie Ecclestone bowled econom-
ically and jumped to third with a
career-best 717 rating points in the
ODI Player Rankings for Bowlers,
which has India's Jhulan Goswami in
second spot.

Perry's teammate Beth Mooney
too climbed the charts for batters, ris-
ing five places to occupy the third
spot behind Mithali Raj after a
Player-of-the-Match-winning 73 in

the first ODI of the series.
Tahlia McGrath played a crucial

role in Australia sealing the ODI
series in the first two ODI, with 48
runs and five wickets. Her strong
showing reflected across all three
departments in the rankings, where
she rose six spots to No.41 for bat-
ters, a massive 32 spots to No.52 to
bowlers and 20 spots to No. 31 for
all-rounders.

The recently-concluded ODI
series between South Africa and
West Indies also caused some move-
ment in the latest ICC Rankings.
West Indies, who were 1-0 down
after the first two ODIs, won the final
two matches to take the series 2-1.

Opener Laura Wolvaardt broke
into the top 10 for batters with a
century in the third ODI and a vital
23 that set up South Africa's win in
the decider. She rose four places to
No. 9.
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The International
Cricket Council

(ICC) on Tuesday
acknowledged the
efforts put in by
Cricket West Indies
(CWI) in hosting
the U-19 ICC Men's

Cricket World Cup in the Caribbean, which concluded with
India defeating England to lift the trophy for the fifth time.

ICC chief executive, Geoff Allardice, said that hosting
a 16-team tournament across four countries in pandemic
times was an extremely challenging task. "The ICC thanks
Cricket West Indies for the successful hosting of the ICC
Under-19 Men's Cricket World Cup 2022. The event, which
showcases the future stars of the game, took place from
January 14 to February 5 and saw India crowned champi-
ons after 48 games of exciting and competitive cricket. With
16 teams competing across four host countries, Guyana, St.
Kitts and Nevis, Trinidad and Tobago and Antigua and
Barbuda, the event was successfully and safely delivered with
India lifting the trophy for a record fifth time," said ICC in
a statement on Tuesday. ICC chief executive, Allardice said,
"We are delighted with the successful hosting of the ICC U-
19 Men's Cricket World Cup 2022. The scale of the oper-
ation, hosting 16 teams across four countries during a glob-
al pandemic is extremely challenging.
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Australia's 20-year-old pace bowler Annabel
Sutherland finished with career-best ODI

figures of 4/31 to reduce England to 163 before
skipper Meg Lanning's half-century took the
hosts through to an eight-wicket victory in the
final One-day International of the multi-format
Ashes on Tuesday. Young all-rounder Sutherland
led the way with 4/31 at Junction Oval as
England were bowled out for a paltry 163, before
contributions from all the top-four batters
ensured Australia cruised home with more than
13 overs to spare. The win means Australia fin-
ished the multi-format series without a loss and
with a 12-4 scoreline. After opting to bat,
England lost debutant Emma Lamb (0) and skip-
per Heather Knight (9) inside the first hour to
slump to 19/2 in nine overs. The experienced
duo of Tammy Beaumont (50) and Nat Sciver
(46) combined to put on an 88-run stand but
were extremely cautious in their approach. They
couldn't find a single boundary between overs
18-30, and the pressure of scoring big eventu-
ally got to both the batters as they fell in a span
of five overs. Thereafter, it all went downhill for
the visitors. Attacking batter Danni Wyatt (9)
was Sutherland's first victim and the wickets con-
tinued to fall in quick succession as England lost
their last seven wickets for just 39 runs to be dis-
missed midway through their final over for 163.

While the England batters looked to avoid
damage, Australia threw caution to the wind
from the start, with openers Alyssa Healy and
Rachael Haynes adding 47 runs in the power-
play. Freya Davies was the only England bowler
who looked like taking a wicket and eventual-
ly did, breaking the strong opening stand for 74
by dismissing Healy (42).

Sophie Ecclestone made it two in two overs
as she got rid of the other set batter, Haynes, for
31. After the slight setback, skipper Meg
Lanning and Ellyse Perry ensured Australia got
through to an easy win. Lanning played the
aggressor, smashing seven fours and a six en
route her unbeaten 57 while Perry was solid at
the other end with 31 not out.
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Women's Ashes: Sutherland
takes four as Australia
complete England humiliation
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The Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) is extreme-

ly pleased that Australia have
announced a full-strength
squad for the upcoming
series amidst fears that a few
top players may skip the
tour to the country. 

PCB's chief operating
officer Faisal Hasnain said
the announcement assures
them that the series would
take place as scheduled.

"It is indeed good news

for Pakistan cricket and fans
that they have announced a
full-strength squad as they
were afraid some of their
players might skip the tour,"
Hasnain said.

Australia will play three
Tests, three ODIs and one-off
Twenty20 in Pakistan
between March 4 and April
5. He also expressed confi-
dence that once Australia
completes its tour it would
open the doors for full inter-
national cricket to return to
Pakistan including Test series

against big teams and ICC
and ACC events as well.

"This should be a big
series as Australia have won
the World T20 Cup and the
Ashes convincingly and
Pakistani players featured
prominently in the ICC
awards and teams last year,"
he said.

He said every effort
would be made to make the
tour a success and added that
PCB was constantly in touch
with the government and
also Cricket Australia.
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