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The CBI has issued “lookout
circulars” against the top

management of ABG Shipyard
in a �23,000 crore alleged bank
fraud case. The circular is used
to stop a person from fleeing
the country via airports and
border crossings.

The CBI also said that the
withdrawal of general consent
to the agency by certain States
has made the registration of
bank fraud cases “more chal-
lenging”.

“There are around 100
high-value bank fraud cases
that could not be registered due
to non-accordance of specific
consent under section 6 of
Delhi Special Police
Establishment Act by State
Governments where the gen-
eral consent has been with-
drawn,” it said.

‘’Police” and “public order”
being State subjects under the
Constitution, the CBI needs
general consent for probing
cases in the jurisdiction of the
States.  

ABG Shipyard Ltd has
been involved in business with
the State Bank of India (SBI)
since 2001. The account of
ABG Shipyard turned non-
performing asset (NPA) on
November 30, 2013, as per
SBI, it said. 

As per the complaint bank,
the NPA is to the tune of
�22,842 crore and the majori-
ty of the disbursement hap-
pened between 2005 and 2012
by a consortium of 28 banks led

by ICICI Bank, including SBI.
The account was restruc-

tured under the corporate debt
restructuring (CDR) mecha-
nism on March 27, 2014.
However, the operations of the
company could not be revived.
On September 10, 2014, NV
Dand & Associates was deput-
ed to conduct a stock audit of
ABG Shipyard Ltd. 

The audit firm submitted
its report on April 30, 2016, and
observed various faults on the
part of the accused company.
Subsequently, the account of
ABG Shipyard Ltd was
declared NPA on July 30, 2016
with effect from November
30, 2013.

In keeping with a 2014 pol-
icy, red-flagging suspect
accounts, and making CMDs
liable, a forensic audit was ini-
tiated based on the lenders’
decision in the joint lenders
meeting dated April 10, 2018.
Audit firm Ernst & Young LLP
was appointed as forensic audi-
tor in the matter which audit-
ed the company’s accounts for
the period 2012-2017.

ABG Shipyard was also
referred to NCLT, Ahmedabad
on August 1, 2017 by ICICI
Bank, being the lead bank, for
corporate insolvency resolution
process (CIRP). 

Between April 2019 and
March 2020, various banks of
the consortium declared the
account of ABG Shipyard as
fraud. The fraud is primarily on
account of huge transfers by the
company  to its related parties
and subsequently making
adjustment entries. It is also
alleged that huge investments
were made in its overseas sub-
sidiary by diverting the bank
loans and funds were diverted
to purchase huge assets in the
name of its related parties.
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Winning the Jalalabad
Assembly constituency

since 2009, Shiromani Akali
Dal (SAD) president Sukhbir
Singh Badal is eyeing another
victory from his bastion this
time, where he is facing three
turncoats. Unlike the previous
State Assembly polls, Sukhbir
sees well-placed to regain the
seat, which is currently repre-
sented by Congress’ Raminder
Singh Awla.

Awla, a first-timer, won the
Akali bastion in 2019 by-elec-
tions after Sukhbir vacated the
seat following his win in 2019
Lok Sabha elections from
Ferozepur — a Parliamentary
constituency of which Jalalabad
is also a part. He had defeated
SAD’s Raj Singh Dibipura by a
margin of more than 16,000
votes.

In 2017, Sukhbir faced the
toughest electoral battle in his
political career, facing two stal-
warts — Aam Aadmi Party’s
Bhagwant Mann and Congress’
Ravneet Singh Bittu — turning
Jalalabad into a hot seat.
However, this time winning the
seat appears to be a cakewalk
for the SAD chief, who has also

been declared as the Chief
Ministerial face for the SAD-
BSP combine.

Sukhbir is pitted against
three turncoats fielded by
mainstream parties —
Congress’ Mohan Singh
Phalianwala is BSP’s former
MP, AAP’s Jagdeep “Goldy”
Kamboj is former national sec-
retary of Congress and BJP’s
Puran Chand is a former Akali
leader.

Kamboj is the only candi-
date who can hope to put up
some contest against Sukhbir,
thanks to favourable senti-
ment for the AAP in certain
pockets of Jalalabad.

Being a Jat Sikh, Sukhbir
holds sway in the constituen-
cy dominated by the Rai Sikh
community may be attributed
to his family name or the posi-
tion in the party, or his devel-
opment works in the segment
that lies close to Indo-Pak
international border. 

Voters agreed that roads
were constructed and infra-
structure was improved during
SAD’s term, but they also
maintained that no effort was
made to improve their living
standards.

Continued on Page 2

Moscow: Russia said on
Tuesday that some units par-
ticipating in military exercises
would begin returning to their
bases, adding to glimmers of
hope that the Kremlin may not
be planning to invade Ukraine
imminently, though it gave no
details on the pullback.

The announcement came a
day after Russia’s foreign min-
ister indicated the country was
ready to keep talking about the
security grievances that led to
the Ukraine crisis — changing
the tenor after weeks of rising
tensions. 

Western officials continued
to warn that an invasion could
come at any moment and said
some forces and military hard-
ware were moving toward the
border, muddying the picture.

It wasn’t immediately clear
where exactly the troops that
the Russian Defense Ministry
said were pulling back were
deployed or how many were
leaving, making it hard to
understand the significance.
The announcement pushed
world markets and the ruble
up, but Ukraine’s leaders
expressed skepticism.

“Russia constantly makes
various statements,” Ukrainian
Foreign Minister Dmytro
Kuleba said. “That’s why we
have the rule: We won’t believe
when we hear, we’ll believe
when we see. When we see
troops pulling out, we’ll believe
in de-escalation.” 

Continued on Page 2
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Just days before Punjab goes
to polls, senior Congress

leader from the State and for-
mer Union Law Minister
Ashwani Kumar on Tuesday
resigned from the party ending
46 years of association.

Kumar, who sent his res-
ignation to Congress chief
Sonia Gandhi, said that he
could best serve national inter-
ests outside the Congress fold.
He said the new Congress
that’s being built has a dark
future. “Having given my
thoughtful consideration to
the matter, I have concluded
that in the present circum-
stances and consistent with
my dignity, I can best serve
larger national causes outside
the party fold. I am according-
ly quitting the party after a long
association of 46 years and

hope to proactively pursue
public causes inspired by the
idea of transformative leader-
ship, based on the dignitarian
promise of a liberal democra-
cy envisioned by our freedom
fighters,” he said in his letter.

69-year-old Kumar also
criticised the manner in which
the Congress “treated former
Punjab CM Amarinder Singh”.
“The former CM was humili-
ated publicly and that was
against the principles the
Congress has stood for,” he said
questioning the open vying
for the CM post in Punjab
saying it showed the party in
“very poor light”.

Continued on Page 2
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Ranchi:A special CBI court on
Tuesday convicted RJD supre-
mo and former Bihar chief
minister Lalu Prasad in the
�139.5 crore Doranda trea-
sury embezzlement case, the
fifth and final case against him
in the fodder scam.

The ailing 73-year-old
politician will be lodged in
Birsa Munda Central Jail in
Ranchi after his plea to be
admitted to the state-run
Rajendra Institute of Medical
Sciences (RIMS) on medical
grounds was rejected by the
court of CBI Judge Sudhanshu
Kumar Shashi.

Prasad, who was present in
the court, was taken into cus-
tody and arguments on the
quantum of his sentence will be
heard on February 21. The CBI
counsel had earlier said the
court will hear the arguments
on sentence on February 18.

Welcoming the court’s
decision, BJP Rajya Sabha MP
and former Bihar deputy chief
minister Sushil Kumar Modi,
one of the petitioners in the
fodder scam matter in the

Patna High Court, said justice
has finally been served to those
who “pushed the state into
darkness” for 15 years.

Prasad had earlier been
sentenced to 14 years in jail in
four other fodder scam cases.
The final case was related to
withdrawals of �139.35 crore
from Doranda treasury during
his tenure as the chief minister
of undivided Bihar.

“Of the 99 accused in the
case, 24 were acquitted, while
three-year jail terms have been
pronounced for 34 accused. A
total of 41 convicts have been
sent to prison,” CBI counsel
BMP Singh told PTI.

On Prasad’s plea, directions
were given to the jail superin-
tendent and RIMS director to
take necessary action keeping
in mind his health, he said. 

Continued on Page 2
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Given the fluid situation in
Ukraine, India on Tuesday

asked its students to leave that
country immediately for some
time due to “uncertainties.”
Indian nationals were also
advised to “avoid all non-essen-
tial travel to and within
Ukraine.”

This was the first adviso-
ry by the Indian embassy in
Kyiv asking “Indian nationals,
particularly students whose
stay is not essential, may con-
sider leaving temporarily.
Indian nationals are advised to
avoid all non-essential travel to

and within Ukraine.”
The advisory also urged

Indian citizens to keep the
embassy informed about the
status of their presence in
Ukraine to enable the Embassy
to reach out to them where
required.  The notice also said
the embassy continues to func-
tion normally to provide all ser-
vices to Indian nationals in
Ukraine.

There are around 18,000-
19,000 Indian students study-
ing in Ukrainian medical insti-
tutions. However, many of
them are in India due to Covid-
19 restrictions.

Continued on Page 2
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday agreed to hear on

March 3 the AAP
Government’s plea on the con-
tentious issue of who should
control administrative services
in Delhi, the dispute arose out
of a 2019 split verdict.

On February 14, 2019, a
two judge-bench of Justices AK
Sikri and Ashok Bhushan, both
retired now, had recommend-
ed to the Chief Justice of India
that a three-judge bench be set
up to finally decide the issue of
control of services in the
National Capital in view of its
split verdict. Justice Bhushan
had ruled the Delhi
Government has no power at
all over administrative ser-
vices.

Justice Sikri, however,
made a distinction. He said the
transfer or posting of officers in
top echelons of the bureaucra-
cy (joint director and above)
can only be done by the Central
Government and the view of

the Lieutenant Governor would
prevail in case of a difference of
opinion for matters relating to
other bureaucrats. The plea
was mentioned for urgent hear-
ing before a bench headed by
Chief Justice NV Ramana by
senior advocate AM Singhvi on
behalf of the Delhi
Government.

“The matter pertains to a
question whether the Delhi
Government has some control
and power over its IAS officers
or not. This was fixed to be
heard in 2020 and then in 2021
after Diwali vacation,” Singhvi
said. “All right. Post on March
3,” said the bench which also
comprised justices AS Bopanna
and Hima Kohli. 

On October 5, the Chief
Justice of India-led bench had
said that it would set up a three-
judge bench to hear after the
Diwali vacation the AAP
Government’s plea on the con-
tentious issue of who should
control administrative services
in Delhi. 

Continued on Page 2
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Jammu: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will preside
over the groundbreaking cere-
mony of the launch of indus-
trial investments worth
�20,000 to �25,000 crore here
next month, Jammu and
Kashmir Lt Governor Manoj
Sinha said on Tuesday.

He sought cooperation of
the people to the efforts of his
administration to usher a new
dawn of peace, prosperity and
development under the lead-
ership of Modi in the Union
Territory. 

“Someday back, I have
requested the Prime Minister to
preside over the groundbreak-
ing ceremony of the launch of
industrial investment to the
tune of �20,000 crore to
�25,000 crore. He has asked us
to complete the formalities
and expressed willingness to be
among the people of Jammu
and Kashmir to preside over
the function by March,” the Lt
Governor said. 

Sinha was speaking at a
function organized at Bajalta
here to inaugurate 20 power
projects completed at a cost of
Rs 48 crore to provide better
power supply to consumers in
five districts of Jammu,
Udhampur, Poonch, Rajouri
and Reasi districts. 

He said within the next
one-and-a-half-year, two major
projects will be completed to
make Jammu and Kashmir
self-reliant in the power sector. 

Lauding the Union Home
Minister Amit Shah for the
industrial investment scheme
for Jammu and Kashmir, he
said an industrial investment
worth Rs 25,000 crore was
expected but “the scheme is
such that we are confident that
there will be an investment of
over Rs 70,000 crore in the next
couple of years for which we
need electricity and land.” 

He said the government
land available with the indus-
tries department is being allot-

ted to investors who have
deposited the fee and submitted
the detailed project reports and
the process is likely to be com-
pleted by February 20 in the run
up to the groundbreaking
industrial investment ceremony. 

“A new dawn will usher in
J&K under the leadership of
Prime Minister… the indus-
trialists have shown their inter-
est and a lot of jobs will be gen-
erated. We have made neces-
sary changes in our laws while
Rs 1 lakh crore worth road and
tunnel projects are in progress
to provide modern infrastruc-
ture,” he said. 

Seeking cooperation of all
sections of the society, he said,
“You have to support the gov-
ernment efforts to make the
atmosphere conducive. I assure
you of economic development,
progress and social justice.”

He said the government is
fulfilling the aspirations of all
sections of the society and “I
am saying it with confidence

that we are moving forward to
ensure accountability, trans-
parency and responsive admin-
istration.”

Terming electricity a pre-
requisite for economic devel-
opment, the Lt Governor said
J&K has a lot of capacity for
power generation which was
not fully tapped over the years,
while the distribution and
transmission system was also in
a very bad shape. 

“After I took over, we start-
ed work in a systematic way to
improve distribution and trans-
mission and also made
attempts to tap resources for
power generation with the
whole hearted support of the
central government. We have
3500 Mega Watt power avail-
able and by 2024, another 2500
MWs will be added,” he said,
adding that within the next
one-and-a-half years, two
major projects will be com-
pleted which will make J&K
self-reliant in the power sector. 

He said out of 128 sub-
projects taken under Prime
Minister's Development
Package to improve transmis-
sion and distribution system,
134 were completed and rest of
the 54 are being completed by
March end.

Sinha said his administra-
tion is making attempts to
provide relief to the people of
both the divisions of Kashmir
and Jammu who used to suffer
due to power outages during
winter and summer. 

“Providing electricity to the
consumers is the responsibility
of the government but the peo-
ple have also a responsibility to
pay their bills on time. We are
installing electricity meters and
they need to support the depart-
ment as there is no option to
give free electricity,” he said. 

However, the Lt Governor
said his administration will
have a sympathetic view of the
condition of the poor and the
farmers.  PTI 
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Alarge number Congress
workers and leaders held a

protest outside the residence of
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal at Civil Lines,
demanding the withdrawal of
the “liberalised” excise policy of
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
Government.

The new liquor policy will
not only destroy the unem-
ployed youth of Delhi and
push up crime rates, but will
also ruin economically stressed
out families, who are yet to
recover from the ravages
inflicted by the Covid-19 pan-
demic, Chairman of the
Communications Department
Anil Bhardwaj said.

The gherao was held at the
direction of DPCC president
Anil Kumar, and the Congress
workers carried placards with
slogans such as “Nayi Sharab

Neeti Wapas Lo, Wapas Lo”,
“Kejriwal Yuvanko Sharab
Nahi, Rojgar Do”, etc.

Bhardwaj said that Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal, who has been making
loud announcements in Punjab
that he would make the State
“Nasha Mukth”, has made Delhi
“Nashe Ki Rajdhani” by open-
ing 3-4 liquor vends in every
ward, for a total number of 849
liquor vends all over Delhi. 

He said that to make
impressionable young boys
addicted to liquor, the liquor
shops were offering various
schemes like “buy one, get one
free”, which has been attracting
flocks of liquor consumers to
liquor vends. The Congress
leader said that in 2014, Kejriwal
had accused the Congress
Government of colluding with
officials and the liquor mafia in
the allotment of new liquor
shops, to mislead the people.
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Government offices in
national Capital will

remain closed on account of
Guru Ravidas's birthday,
Lieutenant-Governor Anil
Baijal declared.

The official statement said
that the earlier declared
restricted holiday on account of
Guru Ravidas's birthday
declared on 14 February, stands
cancelled.

In an official statement the
lieutenant governor of Delhi,
said that all Government offices
under the Government of
Delhi will remain closed on 16
February, to celebrate the
birthday of Guru Ravidas.
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1994 batch Indian Police
Service (IPS) officer Kala

Ramachandran on Tuesday
took charge as the first woman
Police Commissioner of
Gurugram. 

The focused areas of the
newly appointed police chief
will be traffic management,
curbing cybercrime, vehicle
theft and burglaries in the mil-
lennium city.

While interacting with the
reporters, the newly appointed
police chief said that Gurugram
is one of the most important
districts among other districts
of Haryana. 

“Gurugram being in the
peripherals of the National
Capital, is also the focus point
if anything happens here and it
doesn’t take time to become
more sensational as compared
to rest of Haryana.,” she said.

“While interaction with
the police officials of the city,

it came to light that there is a
lot of traffic mess due to sev-
eral ongoing construction pro-
jects and our focus will be to
ease traffic movements in the
city subsequently,” said the CP
adding that police will also
focus on encroachment that
impacts the traffic flow and
necessary action will also be
taken against the violators.

She had replaced KK Rao,
who has been posted as IGP
CPT&R Bhondsi.
Ramachandran was earlier
posted as principal secretary,
transport, a cadre post of the
Indian administrative service
(IAS). 

She was also posted as
ADGP, State Vigilance Bureau
(SVB).Ramachandran has also
served as Superintendent of
Police in the districts of Rewari,
Fatehabad and Panchkula, she
was on central deputation to
the Intelligence Bureau from
2001 onwards and had
returned to Haryana, her par-
ent cadre, the previous year. 
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Maharashtra recorded 2,831
Covid-19 daily infections

on Tuesday, while there was a
marginal increase in the daily
cases in Mumbai from 192 to
235 during the last 24 hours.

A day after the state record-
ed 1,966 cases, the number of
daily cases went up to 2,831.
With the fresh infections, the
total number of Covid-19 cases
in the state rose from 78,44,915
to 78,47,746.

With 35 fresh deaths, the
total number of deaths regis-
tered in the state since the out-
break of Covid-19 in the state
in March 2020 went up from
1,43,416 to 1,43,451.

Mumbai, where the daily
infections have been dropping
steadily for more than two
weeks now, witnessed a rise in
the number of cases from 192
to 235. With the latest cases, the
total number of cases in
Mumbai mounted from
10,54,242 to 10,54,477. While
the recovery rate stood static at
98 per cent, the overall growth

rate of Copvid-19 cases in the
metropolis for a period from
February 6 and 13 stood at 0.04
per cent.As 8,695 Covid-19
patients were discharged from
the hospitals across the state
after full recovery, the total
number of people discharged
from the hospitals since the
second week of March 2020
increased from 76,61,077 to
10,54,477. The recovery rate in
the state rose from 97.66 per
cent to 97.73 per cent.

The number of “active
cases” in the state dropped
from 36,447 to e 30,547. The
fatality rate in the state stood
static at 1.82 per cent.

The active cases in Pune
dropped to 8802. The active
cases in Mumbai dropped from
2513 on Monday to 2301 on
Tuesday, while the number of
active cases in the neighbour-
ing Thane dropped from 1973
on Monday to 1756

Nagpur accounted for 2890
active cases, followed by
Ahmednagar (2596), Nashik
(1352) and Aurangabad 
(1238). 
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��� Gurugram: Four youths were

killed while reportedly taking
selfies on a railway track near
Basai-Dhankot railway station
in Gurugram on Tuesday
evening, the police said. Police
said that as per an initial probe,
it has emerged that the four
were busy taking a selfie on the
tracks when they were hit by
the train.

The incident took place at
5.15 pm when Jan Shatabdi
Express (12066), which was
going from Sarai Rohilla in
Delhi to Ajmer, was crossing
Basai-Dhankot railway station
which hit the victims.

The deceased are yet to be
identified, said police. The
government railway police
(GRP) investigating the inci-
dent said all four died on the
spot."According to people, who
were present nearby at the
spot, they had come on a
scooter and after parking it
near the railway line, they were
taking a selfie on their phone
when they were hit by the
train," a police officer, request-
ing anonymity, said.

Police said they were trying
to trace the families of the vic-
tims. 
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Of the total 2.14 lakh vot-

ers in Jalalabad, more than half
are from the Rai Sikh commu-
nity. Interestingly, Sukhbir’s
friend-turned-foe Sher Singh
Ghubaya, a former Akali leader
from the Rai Sikh community
who was representing the
Jalalabad segment before he
gave up the seat for Sukhbir in
2009 bypolls, is now with the
Congress. Notably, Sukhbir also
has a stronghold over the peo-
ple of the Rai Sikh community,
which eventually results in the
division of their votes.

Sukhbir’s hold in Jalalabad
can also be gauged from the
fact that the sitting Congress
MLA Awla had decided to
withdraw his candidature from
the seat against the SAD pres-
ident.

Awla, who became the first

Congress MLA to win from
Jalalabad in 12 years, had
sought a party ticket from the
neighboring Gur Har Sahai
constituency, which is also his
hometown. However, Congress
refused Awla’s plea to change
the seat being a sitting MLA,
thus denying him the party
ticket, and fielding two-time
MP from Ferozepur Mohan
Singh Falianwala, a former
BSP leader.

Phalianwala, who had won
Ferozepur parliamentary con-
stituency twice as a BSP can-
didate, had earlier also con-
tested the Assembly elections
thrice from different political
parties, but could never win.  

Fighting an image of a sea-
sonal turncoat, Phalianwala is
also struggling to keep the
Congress vote base intact in the
wake of AAP’s emergence,
while banking on consolidating
electoral support of Dalits and
other communities after the
announcement of Charanjit
Singh Channi’s name as its CM
face for Punjab polls.

Hailing from Rai Sikh

community, Phalianwala also
faces a challenge to exert a pull
on the entire community as BJP
has also fielded a leader from
the dominant caste.

BJP’s Puran Chand, a for-
mer Akali leader, is striving
hard for making his presence
felt in the primarily rural seg-
ment, where anger still prevails
against the saffron party over
the farm laws, which now
stand repealed.

Besides, the BJP itself
does not have any party cadre
in the segment as it has all
along been contesting the seat
in alliance with the Akali Dal.
But this time, SAD has tied up
with the BSP, while the BJP has
forged an alliance with two
splinter groups - each led by
former Chief Minister Capt
Amarinder Singh and Akali
stalwart Sukhdev Singh
Dhindsa.

Amidst all this, AAP’s
Goldy Kamboj is banking on
the party’s call to end dynastic
politics. Riding high on AAP’s
popularity wave, he is wooing
the young voters.
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From Page 1
Following a five-judge

Constitution bench judgment,
police, land, and public order
were to be under the control of
the Centre and the rest of the
subjects, including the ser-
vices, should remain under
the Delhi government, the
Delhi Government had said.
Earlier, the top court, which
was hearing pleas on six mat-
ters about a long-running con-
flict between the Centre and
the Delhi Government, had
given a unanimous order on
the remaining five issues except
for the control over services. 

Both judges had agreed

that the Lieutenant Governor
will have control over the Anti-
Corruption Bureau, as already
notified by the Centre, and the
power to appoint inquiry com-
missions would also rest with
the Central Government. On
the other hand, the elected
Delhi Government will have
the right to appoint public
prosecutors, to decide land
revenue matters, and also to
appoint or deal with the elec-
tricity commission or board,
the bench had ruled. It had
unanimously upheld the
Centre’s notification that its
employees cannot be probed in
corruption cases by the ACB,
which is part of the Delhi
Government but controlled by
the L-G.

After the difference of
opinion on the issue of control
of services, the bench had dic-
tated the order and said the

matter needs to be referred to
a larger bench, and views
expressed by both the judges
should be placed before the CJI
for constitution of an appro-
priate bench. On July 4, 2018,
the five-judge bench had laid
down broad parameters for
governance of the national
capital, which has witnessed a
power struggle between the
Centre and the Delhi
Government since the AAP
came to power in 2014.

In the landmark verdict, it
unanimously held that Delhi
cannot be accorded the status
of a State. It clipped the pow-
ers of the L-G, saying he has no
“independent decision-mak-
ing power” and has to act on
the aid and advice of the elect-
ed Government. The Delhi
Government has been at log-
gerheads with the present L-G
and his predecessor.
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Stating that the Aam Aadmi Party was

about to win Punjab, Kumar said that the
Congress as a national party faced a major
challenge with regional players emerging
much stronger.

The former Minister, who served in
the Cabinet of former Prime Minister Dr
Manmohan Singh between 2004 and
2014, said that he had not decided on the
future course of action but would remain
in active politics to serve the interests of
“people of the country”.

Kumar, whose two generations have
been associated with the Congress, blamed
his decision on “lack of leadership” in the
party.Noting that he had persevered
enough in the party, Kumar said that the
Congress was unable to reinvent itself and
continued to decline.

He said that the recent controversies
around the statue of Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose and the Padma Bhushan to
Ghulam Nabi Azad further cemented his
decision to quit.A vocal advocate of “dig-
nity and respect in politics”, he said: “I did-
n’t feel I belonged to the Congress any-
more.
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Russia has massed more

than 130,000 troops near
Ukraine, sparking the fears of
an invasion. Russia denies it has
any plans to invade Ukraine,
despite placing troops on
Ukraine’s borders to the north,
south and east and launching
massive military drills nearby. 

The new glimmers of hope
accompanied a flurry of diplo-
macy. German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz planned to meet with
Russian President Vladimir
Putin in Moscow, a day after he
sat down with Ukraine’s leader
in Kyiv. 

Foreign Minister Zbigniew
Rau of Poland, one of Russia’s
most strident European critics,
was also in Moscow on
Tuesday to meet Lavrov, while
Ukraine’s foreign minister host-
ed his Italian counterpart.

Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov’s comments came at a
made-for-TV meeting with
Putin and seemed designed to
send a message to the world
about the Russian leader’s posi-
tion. The foreign minister
argued that Moscow should
hold more talks, despite the
West’s refusal to consider
Russia’s main demands.

The talks “can’t go on
indefinitely, but I would suggest
to continue and expand them
at this stage,” Lavrov said, not-
ing that Washington has
offered to discuss limits for
missile deployments in Europe,
restrictions on military drills
and other confidence-build-
ing measures.

Moscow wants guarantees
that NATO will not allow
Ukraine and other former
Soviet countries to join as
members. It also wants the
alliance to halt weapons
deployments to Ukraine and
roll back its forces from Eastern
Europe.Lavrov said possibilities
for talks “are far from being

exhausted.” 
Putin noted that the West

could try to draw Russia into
“endless talks” and questioned
whether there is still a chance
to reach agreement. Lavrov
replied that his ministry would
not allow the U.S. And its
allies to stonewall Russia’s main
requests.The US reacted cool-
ly.“The path for diplomacy
remains available if Russia
chooses to engage construc-
tively,” White House principal
deputy press secretary Karine
Jean-Pierre said. “However, we
are clear-eyed about the
prospects of that, given the
steps Russia is taking on the
ground in plain sight.”

One possible off-ramp
emerged this week: Ukraine’s
ambassador to the UK, Vadym
Prystaiko, pointed at a possi-
bility of Ukraine shelving its
NATO bid — an objective that
is written into its constitution
— if it would avert war with
Russia. 

Prystaiko later appeared
to back away from the idea, but
the fact that it was raised at all
suggests it is being discussed
behind closed doors.

Even amid the hopeful
signs, the U.S. And European
countries kept up their warn-
ings.British Foreign Secretary
Liz Truss reiterated Tuesday
that the danger of an invasion
still exists, telling Sky News that
it “could be imminent.” But she
added that “there is still time
for Vladimir Putin to step
away from the brink.” 
Norwegian Foreign Minister
Anniken Huitfeldt issued a
similar warning.

US officials have said the
Russian military continued
apparent attack preparations
along Ukraine’s borders. A US
defence official said small num-
bers of Russian ground units
have been moving out of larg-
er assembly areas for several
days, taking up positions clos-
er to the Ukrainian border at
what would be departure points
if Putin launched an invasion.
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The ebullient leader suffers
from multiple ailments, includ-
ing renal problems.

The CBI had examined
575 witnesses in the case, and
filed charge sheet against 170
people. However, only 99
accused including Prasad faced
trial which had commenced in
1996.

In the course of the 22-
year-long trial, 55 accused died,
while eight turned govern-
ment approvers. As many as six
accused are still absconding.

Prasad was accompanied
to the court by his daughter
and Rajya Sabha MP Misa
Bharti. Many RJD leaders and

workers also thronged the
court premises.

Special CBI Judge
Sudhanshu Kumar Shashi had
on January 29 completed the
hearing. All the accused were
ordered to be physically present
in the court on the day of the
verdict.

Apart from Prasad, former
MP Jagdish Sharma, the then
Public Accounts Committee
(PAC) chairman Dhruv Bhagat,
Animal Husbandry Secretary
Beck Julius and Animal
Husbandry Assistant Director
Dr K M Prasad were the main
accused.

Reacting to the develop-
ment, Sushil Kumar Modi said
no accused can be saved if there
is solid evidence against them.

“The Doranda case was the
biggest among the fodder scam
cases. We had filed a PIL in
Patna High Court demanding

a CBI inquiry into it. However,
Prasad had opposed it saying
he had constituted an SIT
which comprised people who
later went to prison.

“The Patna HC ordered a
CBI probe. Prasad opposed it
tooth and nail and even
knocked the Supreme Court’s
door. However, the apex court
ordered that the probe should
continue and asked Patna HC
to monitor it. Had the high
court not monitored the probe,
Prasad would have got the
cases dismissed long back,” he
said.The BJP leader said the
RJD rule in Bihar was an “age
of darkness”.

“There is a proverb in
Bihar -- boya ped babul ka toh
aam kahaan se hoye? ( you reap
what you sow). Justice has
been served to the people
under whom Bihar languished,”
he said. 
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Reports indicated that some Indian nationals were

seeking information about the possibility of the Indian
Government organising special flights to evacuate
them.  The US and several EU countries have already
asked their nationals to leave Ukraine and scaled down
their diplomatic missions.

India has, so far, preferred to remain out of the
conflict.At the UN Security Council meeting on
Ukraine, India had stated that security concerns of
all countries should be taken into account to find a
diplomatic solution to the crisis.

Russia has reportedly deployed tens of thousands
of troops on Ukraine’s borders, triggering fears of an
invasion. However, Russia denies that it is planning
to launch an offensive against Ukraine.

Last month, India said it is keeping a close watch
on the developments relating to Ukraine, including
ongoing high-level discussions between Russia and
the US, and called for a peaceful resolution of the sit-
uation for long-term peace and stability in the region
and beyond.Ministry of External Affairs spokesper-
son Arindam Bagchi said the Indian Embassy in Kyiv
is also monitoring local developments.

Last week, US President Joe Biden spoke to
President Vladimir Putin over the phone and made
clear that if Russia invades Ukraine, the US and its
allies would respond “decisively and impose swift and
severe costs”.
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Amid a decline in daily Covid
cases in Delhi, the number

of patients in home isolation has
also gradually fallen to 2,361, a
sharp drop of 80 per cent in the
last 14 days, according to the
Delhi Government’s database
on Covid cases.

The number of home isola-
tion cases on February 1 was
12,312. The number of con-
tainment zones, which were
slowly falling in this period, also
registered a dip in their count to
16,154 on February 14 from
37,116 on February 1, according
to official figures shared by the
health department.

On February 14, the home
isolation cases count stood at
2,361, registering a fall of 80 per
cent in the figures in the last two
weeks. The number of daily

cases in Delhi has been on the
decline after touching the record
high of 28,867 on January 13.

The city had recorded a pos-
itivity rate of 30.6 per cent on
January 14, the highest during
the ongoing wave of the pan-
demic.

It took just 10 days for daily
cases to drop below the 10,000-
mark. Over 750 deaths due to
Covid were reported in Delhi in
total during the month of
January, according to official
data. The number of fatalities
recorded in a day, too has reg-
istered a significant fall. Delhi
had on January 23 reported
9,197 Covid cases with a posi-
tivity rate of 13.32 per cent and
34 deaths. 

On February 14, the city
logged 586 cases with a positiv-
ity rate of 1.37 per cent, and four
deaths.

NEW DELHI: In a move to operationalise
the real time source apportionment and pol-
lution forecasting system, the Delhi
Pollution Control Committee (DPCC) and
environment department of Delhi
Government on Tuesday held the 2nd
review meeting on a project titled “Real time
source apportionment study and pollution
forecasting” with the team from IIT Kanpur
and other partner organisations.

The project was approved by the Delhi
Cabinet and a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) was signed in
October last year. A team of IIT-Kanpur,
IIT-Delhi, The Energy and Resources
Institute (TERI) and IISER Mohali will exe-
cute the study in the national capital. Delhi
Government’s Delhi Pollution Control
Committee has been authorized to act as
the nodal agency for executing the study
with IIT Kanpur.

Environment Minister Gopal Rai said,
“We are extremely glad that the IIT Kanpur
study is progressing well on time despite the
occasional disruptions caused by Covid-19.
I congratulate the team at IIT Kanpur and
DPCC for setting up good programme
management mechanisms to ensure time-
ly progress. We look forward to receiving
the results of the study in the next few
months and Delhi becoming the first city
to have a real time source apportionment
of air pollution”. SR

NEW DELHI: Terming the last
seven years of the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) Government
“black years” in the political his-
tory of Delhi, Bharatiya Janata
Party state unit president Adesh
Gupta said that the develop-
mental activities have come to a
standstill in the national Capital
as the city Government failed to
improve even the basic ameni-
ties.

Gupta also accused the AAP
Government of disappointing
the people by not fulfilling the
70 point election manifesto in
2015 and then not keeping 28
promises made in 2020 elec-
tions.

The BJP leader said that
Kejriwal’s second term began
with riots in Delhi in which
many ruling party leaders were
involved including people like
Sharjil Imam, an ideological
supporter, but Kejriwal pre-
ferred to keep quiet. SR
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The AAP will work in sync
with the Centre to protect

the country and bring safety to
every household of Punjab, party
national convener and Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
said on Tuesday.

“The AAP Government will
not let dirty politics be played
over national and internal secu-
rity issues. The people of Punjab
are extremely worried about
law and order and internal secu-
rity matters. The Punjab
Government will work in sync
with the Centre to protect the
country and bring safety to
every household of Punjab,” he

added. Talking about the men-
ace of drug trade and other sen-
sitive issues, he said that there
will no drug trade, drone or
Tiffin bomb infiltration after
forming the Government. “The
most honest police officers will
be posted on the borders and will
be given proper directions to
guide officers so everyone’s secu-
rity can be ensured. It will be our
responsibility to safeguard every-
one,” he said. Speaking on the
security breach controversy of
the Prime Minister, Kejriwal
said that the way that the BJP and
the Congress caused a stir with
their petty politics over the PM’s
security in Punjab; it instilled a
sense of fear in the minds of
Hindus. “I want to reassure

Hindus, Sikhs, Christians,
Muslims, businesspeople and
all Punjab residents that the
AAP's Punjab Government will
be responsible for their safety,” he
said.

The Delhi Chief Minister
further said “Drugs are smuggled
in from across the border. All of
the drones are coming from the
other side of the border. Tiffin
bombs are also made there. We
know that after the Mumbai
bombing, it was discovered that
the RDX that had entered the
city had been because of some
tainted customs officials. Such
incidents occur when officers
compromise their integrity. That
is why an honest Government is
needed in Punjab.”
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NEW DELHI: The Delhi Police has nabbed a 30 year-
old sweeper for allegedly raping an octogenarian
bedridden woman after breaking into her house in
west Delhi's Tilak Nagar.

The accused has been identified as Ankit (30) and
he worked areas close to Tilak Nagar. The incident
took place on Sunday night when the woman's daugh-
ter had gone out to meet a friend, the police said.
Following the arrest of the accused Delhi Police took
to the Twitter and tweeted, “The case of sexual assault
of elderly lady in Tilak Nagar has been solved. Culprit
in this blind case nabbed within 16 hours. Victim's
mobile phone was recovered from him. Accused lives
in a nearby locality and works as a sweeper.” Prashant
Gautam, the Additional Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP), West district, police received a report
on Monday regarding the sexual assault of an elder-
ly woman.

“Soon after receiving the information, a police
team was deployed and managed to zero in on the
accused within 16 hours. The accused was under the
influence of alcohol at the time of the incident,” said
the additional DCP.

An investigation is underway to ascertain the
exact motive of the accused behind the crime, the
police said. The police had set up a Special
Investigation Team (SIT) to investigate the matter.

A case has been registered under sections 380
(theft in dwelling house, etc), 323 (punishment for
voluntarily causing hurt) and 376 (Punishment for
rape) of the Indian Penal Code (IPC), according to
officials. SR

NEW DELHI: A 51-year-old
businessman allegedly shot
himself dead with his licenced
revolver inside his car in Delhi’s
Prashant Vihar area. Police
said that the man had suffered
losses in his business and this
could be the reason behind his
extreme step.

A suicide note recovered
from the deceased, Rakesh
Chaudhary, a resident of Delhi
Citizen Society in Prashant
Vihar, stated that he did not
wish to live anymore.

According to Pranav Tayal,
the Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP), Rohini district,
Chaudhary shot himself dead
on Monday after drinking alco-
hol and he was rushed to Baba
Saheb Ambedkar Hospital,
where doctors declared him
brought dead. SR
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will deliver  the inau-

gural address at The Energy
and Resources Institute's
(TERI)  World Sustainable
Development Summit on
Wednesday  discussing, among
others issues,  climate change.

The World Sustainable
Development Summit is TERI's
annual flagship event, the PMO
said, noting that the theme for
this year's summit is 'Towards
a Resilient Planet: Ensuring a
Sustainable and Equitable
Future'.

The prime minister will
deliver his address via a video
message around 6 pm, the
PMO said.

The summit will discuss a
wide range of issues including
climate change, sustainable
production, energy transitions,
global commons  and resource
security.

The three-day summit
starting Wednesday will be
attended by Luis  Abinader,
President of the Dominican
Republic; Mohamed Irfaan Ali,
President of the Cooperative
Republic of Guyana; Amina J

Mohammed,
Deputy Secretary General,

United Nations; heads of vari-
ous intergovernmental organ-
isations, and ministers and

envoys from more than a dozen
countries and delegates from
over 120 countries, said a state-
ment from the Prime Minister’s
office.

'���� )78�970�:

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday granted liberty to

Future Retail Ltd (FRL) to
move the Delhi High Court for
seeking nod to proceed with
the National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) permission of
going ahead with the Rs 24,731
crore merger deal with Reliance
Retail.  

“We grant liberty to FRL to
approach the Delhi High Court
for seeking continuation of
proceedings before the
NCLT...We request the single
judge (of the high court) to pass
orders", a bench headed by
Chief Justice NV Ramana said. 

The bench, also compris-
ing Justices A S Bopanna and
Hima Kohli, said that the high
court should consider the plea
of FRL on the issue without
being influenced by the obser-
vations made in its order. The
apex court on February 3 had
reserved its order on the plea
of FRL seeking continuation of
the merger deal process before
the National Company Law
Tribunal. 

Prior to this, the apex
court, in a verdict on February
1, had set aside three Delhi
High Court orders including
attachment of properties of
Future Retail Ltd  and its direc-
tors and the refusal to grant a
stay on the final arbitral award
which had restrained Future
Retail Ltd from going ahead

with its Rs 24,731 crore merg-
er deal with Reliance 
Retail and had ordered fresh
adjudication. 

Amazon and the Future
group have been engaged in a
legal battle for over a year as the
US major is opposing the
merger of Future Retail Ltd
with Reliance Retail.
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The Union Cabinet on
Tuesday approved setting

up of a G20 secretariat to put
in place arrangements required
for India's presidency of the
prestigious grouping. India will
hold the Presidency of the G20
from December 1 to November
30, 2023. India will host the
G20 summit next year. 

"The Union Cabinet,
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, today
approved the setting up of a
G20 Secretariat and its report-
ing structures, which will be
responsible for implementation
of overall policy decisions and
arrangements needed for steer-
ing India's forthcoming G20
Presidency," the government
said in a statement. 

G20 is the premier forum

for international economic
cooperation that plays an impor-
tant role in global economic
governance. "As per practice, a
G20 Secretariat is being estab-
lished to handle work relating to
substantive / knowledge / con-
tent, technical, media, security
and logistical aspects of India's

G20 Presidency," according to
the statement. 

"It will be manned by offi-
cers and staff from the Ministry
of External Affairs, Ministry of
Finance, and other relevant
line Ministries / Departments
and domain knowledge
experts,"  said Government

statement. TheGgovernment
said the secretariat will be
functional till February 2024.
Italy held the G-20 presidency
in 2021 while Indonesia will
play the role till November,
2022. Italy, Indonesia and India
are the G20 troika countries at
present.

New Delhi: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has received
thousands of letters from Sikh
bodies and others who have
praised his government's deci-
sion to observe December 26 as
'Veer Baal Diwas' to com-
memorate the martyrdom of
Sikh Guru Gobind Singh's
sons, official sources said on
Tuesday.

People have called it a
"proud" moment for those hav-
ing faith in Sikhism the world
over and expressed gratefulness
to the prime minister, the
sources said.

They noted that many Sikh
community leaders had laud-
ed the announcement made by
Modi last month on the birth
anniversary of the last Sikh

guru. "This is a fitting tribute
to the courage of the
Sahibzades and their quest for
justice,” Modi had said.

"Veer Baal Diwas will be on
the same day Sahibzada
Zorawar Singh Ji and
Sahibzada Fateh Singh Ji
attained martyrdom after being
sealed alive in a wall. These two
greats preferred death instead
of deviating from the noble
principles of Dharma," he had
said, referring to their killing by
Mughals. PTI

'���� )78�970�:

For a country that accounts
for more than 25 per cent of

the world’s childhood cancer, it
is a matter of concern that less
than 30 per cent make it to a
cancer centre due to poor
access to care and funding, low
advocacy and late detection.

On the occasion of the
International Childhood
Cancer Day on Tuesday, pedi-
atric oncologists decried the
poor state of affairs in treat-
ment of childhood cancer in
the country as they called for
complete government aid, cen-
tral f lagship Ayushman
scheme, for treatment of the
children afflicted with the
scourge.

“In fact, the top 10 centres
in the country see no more
than 13-15 per cent of children
and survival rates vary from 10
to 80 per cent across hospitals,”
said Dr Ramandeep Arora,
Pediatric Oncologist, Max
Hospitals and Secretary, India
Pediatric Oncology Group,
based on the data collected on
behalf of the Cankid organiza-
tion. India has 250 cancer cen-
ters.

Yet another study by doc-
tors from Post Graduate
Institute of Child Health, Noida
(Child PGI)to ascertain the
reasons for patients to discon-

tinue treatment concurs  with
Cankids data.

Child PGI faculty mem-
bers had analysed data on 154
paediatric cancer patients up to
18 years. The study found that
at least 23 patients had dis-
continued treatment. Of them
11 patients had cited financial
crisis, seven lacked family sup-
port, four patients went for a
second opinion and three oth-
ers were terminally ill, the
study showed. It also found that
many low- and middle-income
families had discontinued treat-
ment even after receiving

financial assistance.
“The stigma of the disease

and fear of chemotherapy make
patients look for other treat-
ments,” said Dr Nita
Radhakrishnan, one of the
authors of the study.

“Preventing cancer among
children is not feasible, unlike
in adults. So, early diagnosis of
cancer is essential to ensure that
treatment can be started
promptly,” she said at a meet-
ing of the UP Childhood
Cancer Advocacy Group
organised under the Academy
of Paediatrics Uttar Pradesh

recently.
There are multiple funding

opportunities under the gov-
ernment for children with can-
cers. 

However at times, availing
it becomes difficult as docu-
ments are not complete for
many children. If there is a uni-
form policy for children with
cancer, as we have for tha-
lassemia, hemophilia etc, it
would improve the treatment
and outcome immensely, Dr
Radhakrishnan added.

Dr Rahul Bhargava, head
of the Hemato-Oncology and

Bone marrow transplant
department of Fortis Memorial
Research Institute hospital,
Gurgaon, said that most peo-
ple are still unaware that blood
cancer can also be treated. “A
child can be blessed with a sec-
ond chance at life with the help
of a stem cell transplant, which
is widely considered the most
effective treatment option,” he
said.

“In most cases of child-
hood cancer can be cured if
treated on time. Therefore,
widespread awareness is need-
ed,” said Dr Gauri Kapoor,
Director Pediatric Hematology
and Oncology, Rajiv Gandhi
Cancer Institute and Research
Center (RGCIRC), Delhi.

According to Dr Kapoor,
symptoms of childhood cancer
are prolonged, unexplained
fever; unexplained paleness
and weakness; easy bruising or
bleeding; an unusual lump or
swelling or pain in one area of
the body; frequent headaches
often with vomiting and sud-
den changes in the eye or
vision.

The most common types of
childhood cancers include solid
tumours, leukaemias, lym-
phomas, brain cancer, such as
neuroblastoma, Wilms tumour,
bone tumours and
Retinoblastoma cancers, Dr
Kapoor said.
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The Government on
Wednesday will launch

Scheme Economic
Empowerment of DNTs
(SEED) for the holistic welfare
of the de-notified, nomadic and
semi nomadic communities in
the country. 

The Scheme with an outlay
of Rs 200 crore will have four
components including provid-
ing coaching of good quality for
the community to enable them
to appear in competitive exam-
inations, provide health insur-
ance, facilitate livelihoods ini-
tiative at community level  and
to provide financial assistance
for construction of houses to
members of the DNT/NT/SNT
Communities.

“The De-notified,
Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic
Tribes are the most neglected,
marginalized and economical-
ly and socially deprived com-
munities. Most of them have
been living a life of destitution
for generations and still con-
tinue to do so with an uncer-
tain and gloomy future. De-
notified, Nomadic and Semi-
nomadic Tribes somehow
escaped the attention of our
developmental framework and
thus are deprived of the sup-
port unlike Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes,” said an
official from the Ministry of
Social Justice and Welfare.

Historically, these com-

munities never had access to
private land or home owner-
ship. These tribes used forests
and grazing lands for their
livelihood and residential use
and had "strong ecological con-
nections. Many of them are
dependent upon various types
of natural resources and carve
out intricate ecological niches
for their survival. The changes
in ecology and environment
seriously affect their livelihood
options, he said.

A Government constituted
National Commission for De-
Notified, Nomadic and Semi
Nomadic Tribes had constitut-
ed the Development and
Welfare Board for De-noti-
fied, Nomadic and Semi-
Nomadic Communities
(DWBDNCs) in 2019.

The Board has been man-
dated to formulate and imple-
ment welfare and development
programmes for these com-
munities.  A Scheme for
empowerment of DNT com-
munities has been formulated
for families having income
from all sources of Rs.2.50
lakh or less per annum and not
availing any such benefits from
similar Scheme of Centre
Government or the State
Government. The scheme will
be implemented through a
portal, developed by the
Department of Social Justice &
Empowerment. The funds will
be transferred directly to the
beneficiaries in their account.
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Sansad TV’s YouTube chan-
nel, which broadcasts live

Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha
proceedings, was temporarily
halted after it was hacked
around 1 am on Tuesday. It was
later restored.  The name of the
channel was also changed to
Ethereum ( a crypto currency)
by the hackers.

In a statement, Sansad TV
said that "YouTube channel of
Sansad TV got compromised
due to unauthorised activities
by some scamsters on February
15  (Tuesday 1 am), including
live streaming on this channel."

This is weeks after the
Ministry of Information &
Broadcasting’s   Twitter handle
was briefly hacked with Elon
Musk's name and Narendra
Modi's Twitter account was
hacked with Bitcoin posts. The
You Tube channel of Sansad
TV broadcasts the same feed
that runs on normal Lok Sabha
TV broadcast that is telecast
through dish tv or cable tv.

“ However, Sansad TV's
Social Media Team promptly
worked on it and got the chan-
nel restored by 3.45 am. The
Indian Computer Emergency
Response Team (CERT-In),

the nodal agency for respond-
ing to cyber security incidents
in India, also reported the
above incident and alerted
Sansad TV,” the statement read.
Indian Computer Emergency
Response Team (CERT-ln), the
nodal agency for responding to
cyber security incidents in
India, also reported the inci-
dent and had alerted Sansad
TV, the statement noted.

"However, later on,
YouTube has started fixing the
security threats permanently
and it shall be restored ASAP,"
it said. Screenshots of Sansad
TV's YouTube account shared
on social media showed mes-
sage that "This account has
been terminated for violating
YouTube's community guide-

lines".   Earlier in the day,  the
Sansad TV YouTube account
showed a 404 error, with a mes-
sage which said that “This
page isn’t available. Sorry about
that. Try searching for some-
thing else”.

In September 2021, Sansad
TV, a news channel combining
the Lok Sabha and the Rajya
Sabha TV, was launched at a
function presided over by Rajya
Sabha Chairman Venkaiah
Naidu in the presence of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Speaker Om Birla. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had
referred to the channel as the
new voice of Parliament and
that the channel adds another
important chapter to the par-
liamentary system.
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Signifying the growing
defence ties between India

and Saudi Arabia, its Army
Chief held extensive discus-
sions with General M M
Naravane here on Tuesday.
This is the first ever visit by a
Saudi Arabia Army chief to
India.  Naravane was the first
Indian Army chief to visit that
country in 2020 besides the
United Arab Emirates(UAE).

Terming the current visit as
“historic and landmark” the
Defence Ministry said here
Commander of the Royal Saudi
Land Forces, Lieutenant

General Fahd Bin Abdullah
Mohammed Al-Mutair, arrived
in India on Monday.

This is the first ever visit by
a serving Royal Saudi Land
Forces Commander to India
and marks a deepening bilat-
eral defence cooperation
between the two countries.

Naravane had visited Saudi
Arabia in December 2020 in a
historic visit which marked
the first time that an Indian
Army Chief had visited Saudi
Arabia. The aim of the visit was
to bolster bilateral defence
cooperation between the two
countries.

Abdullah Mohammed Al-
Mutair was received by

Naravane here on Tuesday at
South Block where he was
accorded a Ceremonial Guard
of Honour. The two chiefs
later held significant bilateral
discussions and security situa-
tion in the region.

The relationship between
India and Saudi Arabia has
grown owing to common inter-
ests in economic prosperity,
eliminating the scourge of ter-
rorism and mitigating the
effects of climate change.
Defence diplomacy forms one
of the major tenets of the over-
all relationship.

Abdullah Mohammed Al-
Mutair will depart for Saudi
Arabia on Wednesday.

Naravane’s visit in
December 2020 was the first
ever by an Indian army chief.
He held wide ranging discus-
sions with his Saudi counter-
parts and the two sides also
explored ways to forge joint
ventures in defence manufac-
turing sector in India.

More than ten million
Indian expatriates are residing
in these two countries. 

Their annual remittances
are pegged at more than 45bil-
lion dollars.

Moreover, his visit to Saudi
Arabia and the UAE came at a
time when Pakistan’s relations
with the Saudi Arabia and
UAE were under pressure.

Peeved over Islamabad’s criti-
cism of Riyadh’s position on the
Kashmir issue, Saudi Arabia
had then sought the early
repayment of a $3-billion loan
provided to the Imran Khan
Government in 2018.

Also, Naravane’s visit to the
UAE came weeks after Israel
established diplomatic ties with
the UAE.  With this, Israel now
has diplomatic relations with
Egypt, Jordan and the UAE in
the sensitive Gulf region.

Naravane visited the
Headquarters of Royal Saudi
Land Force, the Joint Force
Command Headquarters and
King Abdulaziz Military
Academy. 

He also addressed students
and faculty of the National
Defence University.

In 2019, India and Saudi
Arabia had signed a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) on
defence industries collabora-
tion and an agreement on
security cooperation.

These high-profile visits
by top government func-
tionaries are part of India’s
outreach to West Asia, seen by
New Delhi as part of its extend-
ed neighbourhood.  

This effort has 
bolstered defence and security
cooperation, especially in fight-
ing terrorism.
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KOCHI: Arif Mohammed
Khan, Governor of Kerala, has
declared an open war with the
CPI(M)-led Kerala
Government by questioning
the propriety of allowing pen-
sion and other benefits to the
personal staff members of the
Ministers in the State. Each
Minister in Kerala has at least
twenty members in their per-
sonal staff recruited from the
party cadre and they are given
salary and allowances akin to
the Government staff. “This
has been going on for years and
I came to know about this only
recently. This is against all
norms of democracy,” said
Governor Arif Mohammed
Khan in freewheeling inter-
views to regional television
news channels. It may be noted
that this is the first time in the
history of Kerala a Governor
gives a no-holds-barred inter-
view to the media.

“I do not understand the
logic behind the provision of
pension to personal staff of
Ministers. Why should the
State exchequer be tormented
for paying pension and perks to
these party leaders once the
tenure of the Ministers are
over. There is no justification in
appointing party leaders in the
personal staff of ministers.

This is unheard of anywhere in
the country,” said the Governor.

Kerala Raj Bhavan had to
face some resistance recently
over the appointment of Hari
S Kartha, veteran journalist
and editor as his personal assis-
tant. “He was my choice and I
am entitled to appoint a person
of my choice to that post. It is
none of their business to ques-
tion his appointment. He is not
eligible for pension or any
other perks,” pointed out the
Governor. Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan had expressed
his opposition in appointing
Kartha as the Governor’s per-
sonal assistant because the lat-
ter had served as chief editor of
Janmabhumi, the mouthpiece
of BJP.

The Governor also lam-
basted the insistence of some
sections in the Muslim com-
munity that women should
wear hijab and burqa.
Karnataka has seen unpleasant
incidents over the last fortnight
following girls coming to
schools and colleges wearing
hijab and burqa. “The girls ,
irrespective of the community
to which they belong, should
wear the school and college
uniform. It is a symbol of dis-
cipline. The people who insist
that girls should wear hijab and

burqa are misguided elements
and we should not pay any
attention to them,” said the
Governor who also said that
those who subverted the
Supreme Court order in the
Shabano case were behind the
ongoing hijab controversy.   

Arif Mohammed Khan was
eloquent about the introduc-
tion of uniform civil code.
When asked about the opposi-
tion by various leaders of the
Congress,  the CPI(M) and the
CPI to the introduction of
uniform civil code, the
Governor said; “Starting from
the President, Vice President,
Prime Minister, Union
Ministers, MPs, MLAs ,
Governor and ministers in the
State take the oath of office
declaring that they would pre-
serve, protect, and defend the
Constitution and the law and
they would devote themselves
to the service and well-being of
the people of India. The
Constituent Assembly that
drafted the Constitution want-
ed the introduction of Uniform
Civil Code. There are various
orders by the Supreme Court
asking the Government to
introduce the Uniform Civil
Code. Then what is the reason
behind the opposition to the
uniform laws?”. PNS
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months, Union Minister Ajay
Mishra's son Ashish Mishra
was released from jail here on
Tuesday evening after fulfilling
bail conditions pronounced by
the Allahabad High Court.

He has been released from
jail after completion of bail for-
malities, Lakhimpur Kheri Jail
Superintendent P P Singh told
reporters.

Ashish Mishra had been
lodged in the jail since October
10 last year in the case related
to the killing of four farmers in
the violence that had erupted
in the course of farmers' agita-
tion in Tikonia in the district.

The Lucknow bench of the
Allahabad High Court had last
week granted bail to Ashish
Mishra in the case.

The discharge process
started after an order from the
district court here reached the
Lakhimpur Kheri jail.

While a posse of media-
persons and people gathered at
the main gate of the jail, Ashish
Mishra was taken out of the
prison from a gate adjacent to
jail superintendent's residence
within the campus.

Union Minister of State for
Home Ajay Mishra is present in
the district but mediapersons,
who visited his home in
Lakhimpur town, could not
meet him.

The Allahabad High
Court had on Monday cor-

rected its order granting bail to
Ashish Mishra.

Ashish Mishra had moved
the Lucknow bench of the high
court on Friday seeking inser-
tion of sections 302 (murder)
and 120 B (criminal conspira-
cy) of the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) that were "inadvertently"
not mentioned in the high
court order as the jail author-
ities would not release him due
to the omission.

"It is a mere typographical
error, while the court already
considered the bail under these
sections too and, as such, the
same may be allowed making
the addition of these sections in
the order," said the application.

A bench of Justice Rajeev
Singh had on February 10
granted bail to Ashish Mishra
in the case. The court had
passed the order on the cor-
rection application the previous
day.

In the bail order passed on
Thursday, sections 147, 148,
149, 307, 326, 427 read with
section 34 of the IPC, section
30 of the Arms Act and section
177 of the Motor Vehicle Act
were mentioned, but section
302 and section 120 (B) were
left out.

The Special Investigation
Team (SIT) had named Ashish
Mishra as the main accused in
the knocking down of the
farmers incident in its charge
sheet submitted to the court.

Farmers were staging
protest in Tikonia viage on
October 3 last year against the
visit of deputy chief minister
Keshav Prasad Maurya to Ajay
Mishra's native Banbir village
when four of the agitating
farmers were crushed under
the wheels of a convoy of cars.
In the subsequent violence,
four others comprising two
BJP workers, driver and a jour-
nalist were killed.

Voting will take place in
eight assembly segments in
Lakhimpur Kheri in the fourth
phase on February 23.

Earlier in the day, reacting
to the bail granted to Ashish
Mishra, Rakesh Tikait, a
prominent face of the farmers'
stir and the national spokesper-
son of the Bharatiya Kisan
Union (BKU), said, "The whole
country and whole world
watched the most infamous
Lakhimpur Kheri episode of
Ajay Mishra and Ashish
Mishra, who despite having
committed a heinous crime
gets bail within three months.
Everybody is seeing that and he
will walk out of jail 
today."

"So is such dictatorial gov-
ernment needed, or this type of
system needed in which some-
one who mows down people
under a vehicle walks out of jail
within three months. How will
they behave with the public in
times to come? PTI
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Lakhimpur Kheri: Farmer
leader Rakesh Tikait on
Tuesday said the Samyukta
Kisan Morcha (SKM) will
approach the Supreme Court
over the Lakhimpur Kheri vio-
lence episode in which eight
people, including four farmers,
were killed.

Ashish Mishra, the son of
Union Minister Ajay Mishra
'Teni', is a key accused in the
case and the Allahabad High
Court granted him bail on
February 10. Ashish was
expected to walk out of the jail
on Tuesday.

Tikait, a prominent face of
the farmers' stir and the nation-
al spokesperson of the
Bharatiya Kisan Union (BKU),
which is part of the SKM, also
hit out at the BJP amid ongo-
ing assembly polls in Uttar
Pradesh.

“The whole country and
whole world watched the most
infamous Lakhimpur Kheri
episode of Ajay Teni and
Ashish Teni, who despite hav-
ing committed a heinous crime
gets bail within three months.
Everybody is seeing that and he
will walk out of jail today,”
Tikait told reporters, adding
the SKM would approach the

Supreme Court.
"So is such dictatorial gov-

ernment needed, or this type of
system needed in which some-
one who mows down people
under a vehicle walks out of jail
within three months. How will
they behave with the public in
times to come? These are our
issues that people need to under-
stand,” the farmer leader said.

He claimed there was a
power outage during the online
court hearing in the case when
the prosecution was making its
point but the whole point could
not be kept before the court.

He further hit out at the
BJP-led Centre and the UP gov-
ernment over issues related to
the farming community and
the youth while also slamming
the saffron party for fighting
the elections on communal
agendas instead of working
for development.

Lakhimpur Kheri, known
for its sugarcane farming, has
eight Assembly constituencies of
Gola Gokrannath, Dhaurahra,
Sri Nagar, Lakhimpur,
Mohammdi, Kasta, Palia and
Nighasan.All eight Assembly
seats, which were won by BJP
candidates in 2017, will go to
polls on February 23. PTI
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Bengaluru: The Karnataka
government on Tuesday assert-
ed that it was committed to
implementing the High Court's
interim order on the Hijab
row.

This was in response to the
issue raised by Congress MLA
and its deputy leader in the leg-
islative assembly, U T Khader,
during the zero hour, express-
ing concern over "confusion
and interpretation" of the court
order, during its implementa-
tion on ground.

"The Education Minister
will give reply to the issue
raised by Khader, but I want to
assure that the government is
committed to implement the

court order," Law and
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
J C Madhuswamy said on
behalf of the government.

Raising the issue, Khader
citing Hijab controversy said
the situation at educational
institutions these days is
"painful", and as the matter is
before the court, he would not
like to go into detail.

He said, "but what makes me
raise the issue, is after the court
order (interim order), we have
seen media reports that in some
schools in Shivamogga district
students were not allowed to
write the class 10 preparatory
exam (for wearing Hijab)."

Noting that there is confu-

sion among people about the
court order and what is being
implemented on ground, the
MLA citing the interim order
said, "when the court order is
regarding the colleges, it is
being implemented at schools,
even at the primary school
level, so a confusion has been
created."

He also said that, while the
order is regarding students'
dress code, it is being wrongly
interpreted and even teachers
and staff are not being permit-
ted to wear headscarfs, creating
a confusion. 

"The duty of the govern-
ment is to provide education,
and not to create hindrance in

providing education. The
Court order has to clearly be
implemented at the ground
level and it is the responsibili-
ty of the government to create
a conducive environment for
students to get education by
clearing the confusion," he
said, adding that, regarding
the issues between constitu-
tional rights, discipline and
rules- the court will decide.

As some Congress legisla-
tors wanted to speak on the
issue, Speaker Vishweshwar
Hegde Kageri did not allow
them, stating that it cannot be
permitted, as the issue was
raised during the zero hour. 

As protests for and against

the hijab intensified in differ-
ent parts of Karnataka and
turned violent in some places,
the government had declared a
holiday for all high schools and
colleges in the state for three
days, from February 9, and it
was subsequently extended up
to February 16.

However, the Karnataka
High Court, in its interim
order pending consideration of
all petitions related to the hijab
row, last week had requested
the state government to reopen
educational institutions and
restrained all the students from
wearing saffron shawls, scarves,
hijab and any religious flag
within the classroom. PTI 
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Bengaluru: The Hijab row
continued to simmer in
Karnataka on Tuesday over
alleged denial of entry for girl
students into schools with their
headscarves on in some places,
as one such girl announced
boycotting her exam in
response to the diktat. 

Scenes of angry parents of
such children arguing with
police and school authorities
and an instance of a student
trying to flaunt a saffron scarf
as an apparent retaliation were

also reported.
The Karnataka High

Court, in its interim order last
week restrained all the students
from wearing saffron shawls,
scarves, hijab and any reli-
gious flag within the class-
room.

High schools were
reopened across the state on
Monday, even as there were
instances of students turning
up in Hijab and burqa then,
only to be denied entry or
asked by officials to remove

them, citing the High Court
order.

On Tuesday,  at a school in
the district headquarters town
of Shivamogga, a Burqa-wear-
ing girl refused to write her
exam when the school author-
ities asked her to remove her
Hijab first.

"We have grown up wear-
ing Hijab since our childhood
and we cannot give it up. I will
not write the exam and I will
go home," the girl told
reporters. PTI
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The Bombay High Court
has quashed a notice issued

by the Income Tax depart-
ment to Tata Sons Ltd to
reopen its IT assessment for
2003-04, after holding that
“the reasons recorded for the
proposed reopening are con-
spicuously silent” and the
department’s assertion that the
company suppressed facts "is
singularly lacking”.

“It is imperative to note
that the reasons recorded for
the proposed reopening are
conspicuously silent on the
aspect that the income escaped
assessment on account of fail-
ure to make full and true dis-
closure of all material facts rel-
evant for the assessment, by the
assessee. An assertion that the
petitioner suppressed facts is
singularly lacking,” a HC divi-
sion bench of Justices KR
Shriram and NJ Jamdar said in
a recent judgement.

Ending a decade-old case
in which Tata Sons had chal-
lenged notice dated March 31,
2010 seeking to reopen the
assessment for the assessment
year 2003-04 and rejecting the
objections raised by the firm,
the HC bench debunked the IT
department’s notice saying that
it “erodes the legality of the
exercise of power under section
147 of the Act, 1961”.

“What accentuates the sit-
uation is the fact that after ini-
tial scrutiny assessment under
section 143(3) of the Act, 1961,
the petitioner preferred an
appeal before CIT [A] and
thereafter pursuant to the order
passed by CIT [A], the assess-
ment was finalised on 26th
April 2007. In this context, the
assertion of the petitioner that
it had furnished an explanation
and submitted documents in
response to the multiple notices
at the stage of initial assessment
could not be controverted,”
the Judges observed.

“To add to this, in the rea-
sons for the proposed reopen-
ing, there is not a whisper
about the non-disclosure on
the part of the petitioner. Since

the assessment order was
sought to be reopened beyond
four years and post-assess-
ment under section 143(3) of
the Act, 1961, failure to demon-
strate that there was a failure on
the part of the petitioner to
make a true and full disclosure
of all material facts, erodes the
legality of the exercise of power
under section 147 of the Act,
1961,” the Judges noted.

The Judges took exception
to a remark made by the
Assessing Officer made at the
beginning of the recording of
reasons that ““On perusal of
records, it is seen that 10% of the
eligible profits under section
10A were not fully taxed and yet,
set off of the losses of local units
to the extent of Rs.54,27,79,336/-
was allowed and this resulted in
short levy of tax”.

“Evidently, this assessment
of the Assessing Officer betrays
intent to question the original
assessment on the strength of
very same material, by substi-
tuting his view for the conclu-
sion recorded by the Assessing
Officer at the time of initial
assessment,” the Judges noted.

“The alleged escapement of
the income articulated under
the second head “Correct com-
putation of Business Income”
also suffers from the same vice
of mere change of opinion. The
third head under which the
income allegedly escaped
assessment, under the caption,
‘Excess DIT Relief ’ stands on a
much weaker foundation,” the
Judges said.

Holding that the notice
issued by the IT department
“failed” to satisfy the twin tests
that it was legally sustainable,
the HC bench noted: “Firstly,
there is no assertion, much less
material to indicate, that the
income escaped assessment on
account of failure on the part
of the petitioner to disclose
fully and truly all material
facts necessary for the assess-
ment, and, secondly, the rea-
sons recorded by the Assessing
Officer should not fall within
the ambit of “mere change of
opinion” on the very same
material”.
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This is not a eulogy but
recognition of how someone
spotted the potential of crick-
et and substantially exploited
it to the benefit of so many
Indians.

Except for this period of
time, no one in India
appeared to realise that the
game is not only for the fit-
ness and pleasure of players
but also a panorama for the
entertainment of millions of
Indians, like cinema is; except
that films began as an arena
of performance by compara-
tively few actors, paid for by
one, two or three producers
for thousands to watch and
enjoy for a little money,
whereas cricket began as a
source of amusement for a
few at their own cost on
public or acquired land. That
non-players began to watch
some games was incidental, to
begin with, free of charge and
in due course with the help of
a little payment.

An underdeveloped soci-
ety should look upon cricket
or any sport of mass attrac-
tion as an industry. To engage,
employ and emolliate lots of
people; to play, to coach, to
umpire, to build and service
the large stadia, to manufac-
turing of sports equipment.
There would be innumerable
avenues of employment as

well as earning money. For a
country like ours, football,
rugby, hockey, kabaddi and
many other games could help
expand the sports industry. It
should grow into one of the
top economic activities,
besides improving the health
and character of the youth.
Before Dalmia, no one
appeared to have imagined
the enormity of the potential
of the ball, bat and stumps.

Odisha’s State
Government has adopted a
national hockey team, which
is a commendable gesture.
Other States should think of
football, at one time Bengal’s
most favourite sport. It began
as a virtually cost-free game
with no boots and hoses to
wear. Even hockey was, at one
time, played more barefoot
than with boots. In the 1936
Berlin Olympic Games, Adolf
Hitler wanted Germany’s
hockey team to win the gold
medal. The country’s nation-
al association backed by the
Government had left no stone
unturned to ensure their
team’s victory. Hitler himself
was present in the stadium
when the final was played.

India’s trump card was the
legendary Dhyan Chand but
at half-time, we were leading
by only one-nil which was a
wafer-thin margin.

Maharajah Sayaji Rao of
Baroda was also watching
from the stands. As soon as
half time was sounded, the
Maharajah rushed to the
dressing room to advise
Dhyan Chand to discard his
boots and switch to barefoot
play. He became a different
centre forward and scored a
total of three goals, and
India finished the match
with a 5-1 win!

After the 1948 Olympics
at London, international rules
were changed; for football
and hockey, wearing boots
became compulsory. Barefoot
play became a thing of the
past and the games ceased to
be artistic and turned more
technical. Rules will come
and go; change will continue
to be the law of life. But sports
should grow till it becomes
the number one employer of
the country. We have many
States and Union Territories,
there are also many games.
Let us begin with every State
and UT adopting one sport.
Before long, India should
become a leading light in the
Olympics and employer
number one at home.

(The writer is a well-
known columnist, an author
and a former member of the
Rajya Sabha. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Sir —  I can’t blame Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma, who
has kicked up a storm by attacking
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi for
allegedly questioning the 2016 surgical
strike across the LoC: “Did we ever ask
you for proof of whether you are Rajiv
Gandhi’s son or not?” It’s been the tra-
dition of the BJP and its leaders, so how
would Sarma be an exception? How can
one forget that in November 2017, then
Assam Health Minister Sarma shocked
all by saying that people suffer from life-
threatening cancer because of sins
committed in the past, which he called
“divine justice”.

The BJP should give classes to its
Ministers, MPs and MLAs about when,
where and what to speak. Whatever
Sarma said is not only highly deplorable
but makes for a personal attack on Rahul,
his father Rajiv Gandhi and his mother
Sonia Gandhi. Is there any need to
involve one’s family in a political contest?
It shows how low the BJP members can
stoop for power as well as their rogue
mindset. Actually Sarma, a political
turncoat, is still trying to appease his
masters by being very hostile to his ear-
lier bosses (Rahul Gandhi, in particular).
That’s the essence of this diatribe.

Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee | Faridabad
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Sir — It appears that the testing times are
over and the Indian economy is moving
in the right direction now. India’s retail
inflation accelerated past the 6 per cent
mark in January to hit 6.01 per cent,
breaching the Central bank’s tolerance
threshold for consumer price inflation
for the first time since June 2021. Retail
inflation was 5.66 per cent in December
2021. Rural India bore the brunt of the
inflation spike as per official data, with
the pace of price rise touching 6.12 per
cent from 5.36 per cent in December.

Inflation in urban India was virtu-
ally unchanged at 5.91 per cent in
January, from 5.90 per cent a month ear-
lier. Wholesale price inflation, reflecting
producers’ cost pressures, stayed above

double digits for the 10th month in a row,
at 12.96 per cent in January. Wholesale
food inflation hit a 24-month high of 9.6
per cent, as per data. While retail infla-
tion may slide back to the 5 per cent
range in February and March, the crit-
ical moment will be in March after the
elections conclude as there can be a fresh
round of increase in fuel prices. But we
can see light at the end of the tunnel.

MR Jayanthi | Mumbai
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Sir — Like the cricket IPL, all games
in India should prosper and provide
a boost to our economic activity. IPL
is a money-spinning business. The
BCCI, sponsors and players don’t
contribute any money to any social
cause. I feel the public is a fool to go
and watch the matches at such high
prices. If the crowds dwindle, the prize
money as well as entry tickets will
automatically get cheaper. At the end
of the day, you can see many people

getting employment, various business
activities like advertisement, TV chan-
nel sponsors and low-profile players
getting opportunities to showcase
their talent.

The IPL is decidedly on the crony
rather than creative side of the ledger.
The original auction for teams was
shrouded in secrecy — the allocations
were not made on the basis of bids
transparently offered and assessed.
Player prices do not accurately reflect
their cricketing worth either. Yet it can
still be called ‘Paisa League’ because it
mentions the more prosperous parts of
India, and the more prosperous sec-
tions there. The very names are a clue
to its elitist character — two ‘Kings’,
two ‘Royals’ and one ‘Knight’. It’s time
such funds were pumped into other
Indian games, too.

CK Subramaniam | Navi Mumbai
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On my first visit to
England in 1961, I
learnt that Sir Stanley
Mathews had retired

after playing for several years as
a right-back for his club. When
young and fully fit, he played in
the European Cup but could not
participate in the Olympic
Games, on the grounds of his
being a professional and not an
amateur. Cricket, too, discrim-
inated against its professionals.
They were always referred to by
their first names. Fast bowler
Harold Larwood, famous or
infamous for the Bodyline series
of 1932-33, was a professional.
His captain, the irascible Jardine
who would enter the pavilion
through the gentleman’s gate,
was an amateur. While Jardine
was called DR Jardine, Larwood
was simply called Harold
Larwood.

For years, sport was looked
upon as the pastime of gentle-
men who had the means and
leisure for it. Sons of grounds-
men were recruited by the team
or its club to fill empty caps in
a team and clubs would pay
them for the duration they
played. They were called mere-
ly players, not gentlemen.
Things improved gradually
though it took decades for real
change. It is necessary to recog-
nise mainstream sports as an
industry, as well as the activity
that goes into the building of the
infrastructure. This would
ensure money coming into the
promotion of sports.

It is sadly surprising that a
large country like India hasn’t
yet fully woken up to the fact
that sports are much more than
field games. Jagmohan Dalmia
of Kolkata could well have been
the first entrepreneur to realise
cricket’s potential. It was under
his leadership of the Cricket
Association of Bengal that the
Eden Gardens stadium was
developed to its current dimen-
sion. He raised funds and spent
these judiciously. It was Dalmia
who empowered the CAB to
enable so many youngsters to
come up and play cricket,
including for India. Further, he
obtained for Indian cricket a seat
on the high table of the
International Cricket Council.
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India which experienced the evils of
democratic form of governance needs
massive but consolidated poll
reforms. Frequent elections can be

avoided by reducing or extending terms
of assemblies by upto one year to hold any
elections only once in a year in a month
considered best suited by various aspects.
Any by-election or even regular civic or
panchayat election may also be held in this
'election-month'. Since a person cannot
represent two constituencies or become
member of both Parliament and state-
assembly, no person should be allowed to
contest from more than one constituen-
cy or for both Parliament and state-assem-
bly. A sitting MP or MLA should resign
first from his/her earlier seat before filing
nomination for the other seat. Provision
should be there of auto-termination of
membership of a Parliamentarian just on
taking oath in a state as minister (or Chief
Minister) and vice-versa. 

Prime Minister/Chief Ministers
should be simultaneously elected with
Speaker and Deputy Speaker by secret and
compulsory vote of members of the
Lower House through Electronic Voting
Machines (EVMs) equipped with VVPAT
on nominations signed by at least 34-per-
cent members. Such an elected PM/CM
may be removed by same process but with
compulsion of naming alternate leader in
the same motion. Members not opting to
vote may lose voting-right in the House
even though retaining membership of the
House.

Secret voting for Rajya Sabha elections
should be restored but through EVMs
equipped with VVPAT system. Since
Legislative Councils in states do not
serve any purpose, Constitution should be
amended to abolish provision of
Legislative Councils. Only those not hav-
ing contested any election in life should
be appointed nominated members of
Rajya Sabha. No MP or MLA should
retain any type of post in their party or
even in society. Ministerial-strength
should be reduced for 10-percent of
strength of lower House. 

Security-losing persons should be
barred from contesting elections for next
six years. 'None-of-the above' (NOTA)
option should be made practically useful.
All candidates getting votes less than
'NOTA' may be barred from contesting
any future election even though in case
NOTA winning in any constituency, next
to NOTA may be declared elected but only
for that term. Thereafter he may lose right
to contest any election in life-time.

President and Vice President should
be simultaneously elected by all MPs and
MLAs in the manner President is elected
but through EVMs equipped with VVPAT
on nominations signed by at least 34-per-
cent MPs to ensure direct elections. In case
of vacancy caused at post of President,
Vice President may be made President for
rest of the term. But in case of vacancy
caused at post of a Vice President, an inter-
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im Vice President may be elected
by MPs only. 

To avoid delay in approving
poll-reforms by Parliament,
Election Commission should be
empowered to implement poll-
reforms by giving one-year notice
to Parliament. If Parliament does
not disapprove reforms proposed
by Election Commission within
stipulated one year, these should be
taken as approved by Parliament.
Election Commissioners should be
selected by a 3-member commit-
tee also consisting of Prime
Minister and Leader of Opposition
in Lok Sabha.

Immunity to elected represen-
tatives should be withdrawn even
from legislative proceedings because
in the infamous JMM-bribery case
even the Apex Court expressed its
inability to act against guilty ones
because their bribed act to vote for
the Narsimha Raogovernment was
considered to be immunised being
under Parliamentary proceedings.
Since usually Chairpersons of Lok
Sabha/Rajya Sabha/ Parliamentary-
committees are ultra-soft on impro-
priety of Parliamentarians, Lokpal
should look into improper acts of
Parliamentarians. Lok Sabha mild-
ly punished its member Rajesh
Manjhi taking his lady-friend as his
wife on foreign-trip at govern-
ment-expense by just barring him
from few sittings of Lok Sabha even
though such an act was not even
immunised under Parliamentary
proceedings. Presence of an
absconding Parliamentarian from
court-summons or warrants at
Sansad Bhawan even for attending
the session, should be immediate-
ly informed to concerned police-
authorities. Absconding members
must not be allowed to leave Sansad
Bhawan till execution of sum-
mons/warrants is complete.

Parliamentarians and legislatures
with attendance less than say 75-
percent in the House should not be
allowed to contest any elections for
next six years. Curious case of
George Fernandez having been
elected to Rajya Sabha despite hav-
ing lost all his memory, even calls
for some minimum medical-fitness
certificate before allowing contest-
ing elections. An RTI response
reveals that even oath for being
member of Rajya Sabha was read by
party-colleague of George
Fernandes.

Parliamentarians should be
required to compulsory fill all
their particulars in their bio-data
including details of their assets,
name of spouse/s etc to be put on
public domain of websites of Lok
Sabha and Rajya Sabha. This can
check several malpractices like
hiding name of additional (more
than one spouse) like was done by
Dharmendra when he did not dis-
close name of Hema Malini also as
his wife. Salaries/perks of MPs can
be withheld till they provide all
these particulars. Rules of Lok
Sabha and Rajya Sabha should be
re-written in a stringent manner by
encoding fixed punishments for
Parliamentarians for not following
rules and norms, snatching discre-
tionary powers of Chairpersons
and Parliamentary committees.

Rules should be to make all
deductions of government-dues
like of water, electricity, telephone,
rent or any other from
salary/perks/pensions etc payable
to them. Likewise pensions and
other payables should be hold till
former Parliamentarians/Ministers
do not vacate government-accom-
modations. Defaulters should be
barred from contesting any next
elections or holding any official
post till all dues are cleared against

them, and non-entitled govern-
ment-accommodations are vacat-
ed. It is shame on Indian system
that even persons posted as Prime
Minister had been defaulters of
dues for use of Indian Air Force
(IAF) aircrafts for non-official
purposes. Either the Prime
Minister or political party sponsor-
ing that Prime Minister on post
may be asked to deposit advance-
money for use of IAF aircrafts for
non-official use. Since political
parties are not complying with
CIC-verdict bringing these under
purview of RTI Act, all direct/indi-
rect government-funding including
tax-exemptions, subsidized land or
leased government-accommoda-
tions, free voters' list and free
Doordarshan/ Radio timings etc
should be abolished. Political par-
ties not having contested any elec-
tion in last five years should be de-
recognised.

Live TV-debates between
prominent leaders and Prime-
Ministerial/Chief-Ministerial can-
didates can replace mega-budget-
ed rallies for which huge money is
spent by political parties. Since
even Election Commission
opposed opaque Electoral Bonds,
these must be totally transparent to
avoid these becoming a tool to get
favours from the concerned gov-
ernments. Data reveals majority
funding through Electoral Funds
goes to ruling parties.

Sections 13A, 80GGB and
80GGC of Income Tax Act on
contributions received by and
made to political parties should be
totally abolished to prevent
whitening of black money by
political parties getting them-
selves registered but not contest-
ing elections. Our ultra-rich and
affording political parties do not
require such tax-exemptions. 

(The writer is a Guinness
Record Holder for letters

in newspapers and an RTI
consultant. The views

expressed are personal.)

The Covid pandemic has
posed a challenge to many
people feeling isolated.

We are amid the third wave
Omricron. People look to new
games during the pandemic. For
the past two years, I too got
clued into New York Times
crossword puzzle, mini cross-
word, Sudoku, letterboxed, etc.
All these are brain games and
keep your mind sharp when
physical movement is restricted.

Recently, the internet world
has gone viral with the word
game "Wordle", and it is catch-
ing up like wildfire with senior
citizens and the younger lot. The
simple game is just one word, six
tries, six squares, once a day. And
if you havenot heard of Wordle
yet, you will soon.

So popular did the game
grow that the New York Times
bought it last week for an '

unspecified sum in lower seven
figures'. The acquisition will
help the newspaper broaden its
digital content as it has set a
goal of 10 million subscribers by
2025. According to the paper,
while 90 people played the
game on November 1, on
January 2, 2022, over 3 lakh
people played it."

Wordle is a remarkable story
of the pandemic. That is also a
love story because the founder
of the game Josh Wardle, an
engineer in Brooklyn, created it
for his partner Palak Shah(there
comes the Indian connection).
"The goal was to make a game
that my partner would enjoy
playing," he revealed in an
interview recently. He then
shared it with his family and
extended family. Soon it got the
attention of the netizens, and
today it is a craze. 

The once-a-day online
game gives a player six chances
to figure out the day's five-letter
word. You have six tries to
guess that day's "Wordle." If you
think it rightly, the letter turns
green. If the letter is correct but
in the wrong place, it turns yel-
low, and it remains black when
it is wrong. The difficulty lies in
that no clues are given, but you
shoot in the dark.

The game is available in sev-
eral languages, including French,
Italian, Spanish, Portuguese,
Swedish, German, and
Norwegian. A Tamil version of
the Wordle also has come out,
but the Tamil script is syllabic.

It was my daughter who got
me interested in the game last
month. Now it has become a
family game. Every morning we
send cryptic messages to each

other about how we fared. Not
since Scrabble has a word game
become so popular. It is a single-
player puzzle that combines ele-
ments of several games, includ-
ing the good old Scrabble and
Battleship. It is free, and one can
play from any smartphone,
desktop computer or tablet.

Wordle has a lot of political
patrons now. Pakistan President
Arif Alvi was playing wordle
amidst the crisis in Balochistan
recently. His tweet came when
the Pakistan Army faced the
Balochistan Liberation Army
(BLA). Pakistan public criti-
cized him for it.

In India, Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi led the game and
shared a manufactured screen-
shot with words like "JUMLA",
"TAXES", "HUMDO", "JHOLA",
"SNOOP" and "PHOTO".
Accompanying the tweet, he

wrote the caption: "Guess who?"
Another caption ", Wordle 056
6/6" - is a reference to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's "56-
inch chest" image. Former
Minister Shashi Tharoor is
another politician who plays
the game regularly. There are
many others.

The game's social aspect
allows you to share your score,
making it a great way to start
conversations and connect.
India has seen a 48 percent
growth in the daily twitter
conversation of Wordle.

There are other games like
crossword, which is very pop-
ular. On the eve of the first
world war, Arthur Wynne, a
New York Times editor, found
the game for the paper's fun
section. The Newspaper has
also come out with a new game
called Letterboxed, where you

spell words by connecting let-
ters in the box. It was intro-
duced in 2019 and is very pop-
ular among mind game players.

Then there is SUDOKU
which dates back to the
18thcentury. According to
Economist, a Swiss mathe-
matician invented the game
"Latin squares". A freelance
puzzler Howard Games from
Indiana invented the modern
SUDOKU.

Going back to reading the
classics and playing mind
games will not only keep your
mind healthy and also proba-
bly be a preventive cure for
depression and other such
problems one facing the pan-
demic. While the doctors say '
we have to live with Covid
games like wordle and other
word games keep your mind
sharp and occupied.
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(The writer is a senior jour-
nalist. The views expressed

are personal.)
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Russian President Vladimir
Putin said on Tuesday

that Moscow is ready for talks
with U.S. and NATO on lim-
its for missile deployments
and military transparency, in
a new sign of easing East-
West tensions. 

The statement came after
Russia announced it is pulling
back some troops from exer-
cises that have raised fears of
a potential  invasion of
Ukraine. Speaking after talks
with German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz, Putin said U.S. and
NATO rejected Moscow’s

demand to keep Ukraine and
other ex-Soviet nations out of
NATO, halt weapons deploy-
ments near Russian borders
and roll back alliance forces
from Eastern Europe. But
U.S. and NATO have agreed
to discuss a range of security
measures that Russia  previ-
ously proposed. 

Putin said Russia is ready
to engage in talks on limiting
deployment of intermediate
range missiles in Europe,
transparency of drills and
other confidence-building
measures but emphasized
need for West to heed Russia’s
main demands. 
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CANBERRA, Australia:
Australia’s prime minister on
Tuesday urged China to
denounce Russian threats
against Ukraine, as crisis
between U.S.-led allies and
Moscow raises specter of a
broader conflict. Scott
Morrison noted that Beijing
and Moscow announced they
were pursuing closer relations
since more than 100,000
Russian troops were sent to
Ukrainian border. AP
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Israel's prime minister met
with Bahrain's crown prince

on Tuesday as new allies sought
to nurture closer cooperation
and present a united front to
their shared nemesis Iran.

Prime Minister Naftali
Bennett was making a one-day
visit to Gulf island kingdom, first
by an Israeli leader, less than two
years after countries established
formal diplomatic relations as
part of US-brokered "Abraham
Accords."  

Bennett was greeted by
Crown Prince Salman bin
Hamad Al-Khalifa, who also
serves as kingdom's prime min-
ister, and a military colour guard
at Manama's Gudaibiya Palace. 

He told crown prince that he

came "with a spirit of goodwill,
of cooperation, of standing
together against mutual chal-
lenges." Bennett also met with
several government ministers
and discussed need for greater
economic cooperation. 

"We must do more to get to
know one another and build
upon Abraham Accords, which
have been such a historic agree-
ment," the crown prince said. In
recent months, as tensions with
Iran have soared, the two coun-
tries have intensified military
cooperation. Early this month,
they signed a defence pact, and
last week, Bahrain announced
that an Israeli naval officer would
be stationed in Manama, which
is also home to US Navy's 5th
Fleet. 

The Israeli military con-
firmed it will have a naval rep-
resentative attached to 5th fleet.
Bennett met with fleet com-
mander, Vice Adm. Brad
Cooper, during his stop in
Manama. Bennett's office said
fleet "is a significant element in
maintaining regional stability
in face of various security
threats." It did not mention Iran
specifically. But Israel has made
no secret of its concerns about
Iranian naval activities across
region. Israel has stepped up its
naval presence  in Red Sea after
a series of attacks on commer-
cial ships with links to Israel,
which it blamed on Iran. 
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Anew trial against Russian
opposition leader Alexei

Navalny opened Tuesday at
penal colony where he faces
another lengthy prison term, a
further step in a yearlong,
multi-pronged crackdown on
Russia’s most ardent Kremlin
critic, his allies and other dis-
senting voices. 

Navalny, President
Vladimir Putin’s longtime foe,
is charged with fraud and con-
tempt of court. His allies
denounced case as an effort by
Kremlin to keep politician in
prison for as long as possible. 

Authorities moved trial to
prison colony hours away from
Moscow, where Navalny is
serving a sentence for parole
violations. The move received
criticism for  limiting access to
proceedings for media and
supporters.Navalny, 45,
appeared in the make-shift
courtroom on Tuesday wearing
a prison uniform.“It is just
that these people, who ordered
this trial, are really scared,” he
said during the hearing.
“(Scared) of what I say during
this trial, of people seeing that
the case is obviously fabricat-
ed.”

The unusual trial got
underway as world leaders are
preoccupied with another
round of tensions between
Russia and the West fueled by
fears that Russia plans to invade
its ex-Soviet neighbor.

Navalny can receive up to
15 years in prison, if convict-
ed, his allies have said, on top
of the time he was ordered to
serve last year.

Navalny was arrested in
January 2021 upon his return
from Germany, where he spent
five months recovering from a
nerve agent poisoning he
blames on the Kremlin, accu-
sations officials denied.

Shortly after the arrest, a
court sentenced him to 2 1/2
years in prison over the parole
violations stemming from a
2014 suspended sentence in a
fraud case Navalny insists was
politically motivated.

Following Navalny’s
imprisonment, authorities
unleashed a sweeping crack-
down on his associates and
supporters.His closest allies
have left Russia after facing
multiple criminal charges, and
his Foundation for Fighting
Corruption and a network of
nearly 40 regional offices were
outlawed as extremist — a
designation that exposes peo-
ple involved to prosecution.

Earlier this month,
Russian officials added
Navalny and a number of his
associates to a state registry of
extremists and terrorists.
Several criminal cases have
been launched against Navalny
individually, leading his asso-
ciates to suggest the Kremlin
intends to keep the politician
behind bars for as long as 
possible. 
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Pakistan is allowing nuclear
rival India to deliver tons of

wheat to Afghans struggling
through intensifying food
shortages, two Foreign
Ministry officials said Monday.

Under a deal with New
Delhi, dozens of trucks from
Afghanistan will be allowed to
collect wheat from India by
way of Pakistan’s Wagha border
near the city of Lahore, begin-
ning Feb. 21. 

The trucks filled with
wheat will then head back to
Afghanistan’s Jalalabad city via
Pakistan’s Torkham border the
next day, the officials said.

They spoke on the condi-
tion of anonymity because they
were not authorized to speak to
media on the record. The
arrangement comes more than
three months after India
announced it would deliver
50,000 metric tons of wheat
and life-saving medicine to
Afghanistan. 

Pakistan said at time it
would allow Indian aid to pass
through its territory en route to
Afghanistan, but New Delhi
could not finalize modalities
until last week, said officials.
Pakistan and India have a his-
tory of bitter relations.  Ties
between them were further
strained after deadly attacks in
India’s section of disputed ter-
ritory of Kashmir three years

ago. More than 40 Indian sol-
diers were killed. New Delhi
blamed Pakistan-based mili-
tants for the attack in Indian-
controlled Kashmir, a charge
Pakistan denied, demanding
evidence. 

Pakistan suspended trade
with India in 2019 after New
Delhi stripped the Indian-con-
trolled section of Kashmir of its
statehood and special consti-
tutional status. Since then,
normal diplomatic and trade
ties between them have not
resumed.

Pakistan now says it is
allowing India to deliver food
to Kabul through its territory
under a special arrangement.
Afghanistan’s economy is tee-
tering on brink of collapse in
wake of Taliban takeover in
August.

Also on Monday, Pakistani
Prime Minister Imran Khan in
a meeting with visiting Iranian
Interior Minister Ahmad
Vahidi stressed need for urgent
action by the international
community “to prevent a
humanitarian crisis and eco-
nomic meltdown in
Afghanistan,” according to a
government statement.

Recently, United Nations
made a $5 billion appeal for
Afghanistan. The U.N. warns
that 1 million children are in
danger of starving and 90% of
Afghans live below the pover-
ty level of just $1.90 a day.
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Greece’s government is
seeking parliamentary

approval Tuesday for a 3 bil-
lion euro ($3.4 billion) agree-
ment for three new French-
made frigates that defense
officials say are vital for
addressing ongoing tensions
with neighboring Turkey.

Lawmakers are also debat-
ing whether to add six new
Rafale fighter jets to an exist-
ing order for 18 planes - six of
them newly built and 12 that
were previously in service in
the French air force.

NATO members Greece
and Turkey remain at odds
over maritime boundaries and
mineral exploitation rights in
the Aegean Sea and the east-
ern Mediterranean. A Turkish
oil and gas survey in 2020
resulted in a tense naval
standoff between the two
countries.

Defence Minister Nikos
Panagiotopoulos said the
Greek military needs to mod-
ernize following repeated
funding cuts during the coun-
try’s acute 2010-18 financial
crisis.“There is no armament
program that is ‘slightly nec-
essary’ or ‘somewhat neces-

sary’,” Panagiotopoulos told
lawmakers Monday during a
committee-level debate in par-
liament. “All of the armament
programs that we have sub-
mitted for approval, in one
way or another, are absolute-
ly necessary for the armed
forces - extremely necessary,
urgently necessary.”

Greece’s center-right gov-
ernment has 157 lawmakers in
the 300-seat parliament, and
the proposed purchases are
expected to be approved with-
out dissent within the ruling
party. The left-wing main-
opposition party opposes the
additional purchase of French
fighter jets.

Greek Prime Minister
Kyriakos Mitsotakis and
French President Emmanuel
Macron finalized the frigate
deal last year along with an
enhanced defense coopera-
tion agreement between their
countries. 

Mitsotakis denied claims
by political opponents that the
purchases could rattle the
Greek economy, which is
already saddled with high
deficits due to pandemic
spending and a huge nation-
al debt worth more than twice
the country’s annual output.
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New Delhi: Industry bodies on
Tuesday welcomed Sebi's decision
to make it voluntary for listed
firms to separate the positions of
Chairperson and MD/CEO,
stressing that leadership arrange-
ments are best left to the discre-
tion of boards and the share-
holders.   Capital markets regu-
lator Sebi on Tuesday said the
requirement to split Chairperson
and Managing Director/Chief
Executive Officer positions at
listed companies will not be
mandatory and will be imple-
mented on a voluntary basis.        

The listed entities were
required to split the roles before
April 2022. "CII had
submitted that the amendment
with regard to separation of roles
of Non-Executive Chairperson
and MD/CEO could lead to over-
regulation and act as an impedi-
ment to a conducive business
environment," CII Director
General Chandrajit Banerjee said.
"The provision that Chairman and

MD/CEO should not be related,
could be onerous and may not be
required, especially in the light of
sufficient checks and balances pre-
sent in the existing regulations to
counter any potential ill-effects of
such a situation," he added.  

Banerjee observed that the
decision may be left to the dis-
cretion of boards and to the will
of shareholders and it is important
that Indian entrepreneurs are not
placed at a disadvantage by
imposing such requirements. 

FICCI Director General
Arun Chawla said, "FICCI is
grateful to the Regulator for
appreciating industry's issues with
mandatory separation of
Chairman and MD/CEO position
and addressing the concerns of
industry especially India's invalu-
able family businesses."  
He further said the leadership
arrangements that would drive
business excellence are best left to
the judgement of the sharehold-
ers.  

Earlier this month, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
had said the regulator should hear
if Indian companies have a view
on the matter even as she made
it clear that she was not "giving a
diktat". PTI 

Mumbai: Equity indices staged
a stellar comeback on Tuesday
after suffering their worst loss-
es in a year in the previous ses-
sion as bargain hunters piled
into energy, finance and IT
stocks amid signs of easing
Russia-Ukraine tensions. 

European markets clam-
bered up following reports that
some Russian troops near
Ukraine were returning to their
bases, which could de-escalate
tensions between Moscow and
the West. 

A strengthening rupee
further bolstered sentiment,
traders said. 
Recouping the previous day's
losses, the 30-share BSE Sensex
surged 1,736.21 points or 3.08
per cent to end at 58,142.05.
This was its biggest one-day
jump since February 1, 2021.

Likewise, the NSE Nifty
soared 509.65 points or 3.03
per cent to settle at 17,352.45. 

On the Sensex chart, all 30
shares closed with gains --
with Bajaj Finance, SBI, Bajaj
FinServ, L&T, Titan, Wipro
and Asian Paints rallying as
much as 5.13 per cent. 
"A ray of hope that tension
between Russian and Ukraine
is de-escalating, prompting a
smart recovery in global equi-
ties. The domestic market fol-
lowed the trend as oil prices
edged lower.  

"India's CPI inflation for
January rose to 6.01 per cent,
breaching RBI's tolerance level

due to high food inflation and
low base effect, this will be a
point of concern for domestic
market in the near-term," said
Vinod Nair, Head of Research
at Geojit Financial Services.  

The retail inflation rate
breached the 6 per cent upper
tolerance limit of the RBI for
the first time in seven months
in January, while the wholesale
price index stayed in double-
digits for the 10th month in a
row, as per official data released
after market hours on Monday.  

Ajit Mishra, VP -
Research, Religare Broking Ltd,
said, "Markets have been wit-
nessing a roller-coaster ride and
we expect the same to contin-
ue in near future. In absence of
any major domestic event,
updates related to Russia-
Ukraine tension and its impact
on global markets will be on
the radar."

In line with the bench-
mark, all 19 BSE sectoral
indices logged significant gains.
Auto, banking, teck, realty and
IT indices were the top per-
formers, climbing up to 3.87
per cent. Broader BSE large-
cap, midcap and smallcap
indices rose as much as 2.94 per
cent. 

Elsewhere in Asia, bours-
es in Tokyo, Hong Kong and
Seoul closed in the red, while
Shanghai finished higher. 
Markets in Europe were trad-
ing in the positive zone in the
afternoon session. PTI 

Mumbai: Snapping its five-session losing
streak, the rupee surged 28 paise to close at
75.32 against the US dollar on Tuesday amid
signs of easing Russia-Ukraine tensions. 

A recovery in domestic equities and
weakness of the greenback overseas further
helped the domestic currency, analysts
said. At the interbank forex market, the local
unit opened on a weak note at 75.60 against
the greenback and witnessed an intra-day
high of 75.31 and a low of 75.72. It finally
settled at 75.32, a rise of 28 paise over its pre-
vious close.

On Monday, the rupee had slumped by
24 paise to close at an over nine-week low
of 75.60. Meanwhile, the dollar index,
which measures the greenback's strength
against a basket of six currencies, fell 0.37
per cent to 96.01.  On the domestic equity
market front, the BSE Sensex ended 1,736.21
points or 3.08 per cent higher at 58,142.05,
while the broader NSE Nifty jumped 509.65
points or 3.03 per cent to 17,352.45.

Brent crude futures, the global oil
benchmark, was trading 2.76 per cent
lower at USD 93.82 per barrel. PTI 

Mumbai: Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC)
has asked all its policyholders to update their
Permanent Account Number (PAN) details in
their policy record by February 28 to be eligible for
participating in its upcoming public issue, accord-
ing to the draft red herring prospectus (DRHP).

On February 13, the state-run insurer filed draft
papers with capital market regulator Sebi for sale
of 5 per cent stake by the Government for an esti-
mated �63,000 crore.

The initial public offering (IPO) of over 31.6
crore shares or 5 per cent Government stake is like-
ly to hit the market in March and employees and
policyholders of the insurance behemoth would get
a discount over the floor price.

"A policyholder of our Corporation shall ensure
that his / her PAN details are updated in the poli-
cy records of our Corporation at the earliest.

"A policyholder who has not updated his / her
PAN details with our Corporation before expiry of
two weeks from the date of the filing of this DRHP
with SEBI  (i.E., by February 28, 2022) shall not be
considered as an Eligible Policyholder," as per the
DRHP.

The PAN updation can be done on LIC's web-
site either directly or with the help of agents. PTI 
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Creative Peripherals, one of India’s
Brand Licensee and Market Entry
Specialist (NSE:Creative), is on a

huge transformation journey. The
Mumbai-based listed player recently
changed its name to Creative Newtech
and also realigned its business under four
units – FMSG (fast moving social goods),
FMCT (fast moving consumer technolo-
gy), FMEG (fast moving electrical gad-
gets) and EB (enterprise business). The
new branding and business unit align-
ment is to gear it up for the changed con-
sumer behaviour/demand post pandem-
ic. The NSE-listed company reported is
also significantly reshuffling its current
portfolio of 22 brands. Creative Newtech
is expecting its digital e-commerce B2B
platform – Ckart to grow rapidly in the
years ahead.

On top of that, it is looking at signif-
icant growth from new introductions and
increased overseas footprint.

“Being close to the ground and active-
ly listening to our partners and end con-
sumers, we realised there is huge disrup-
tion ahead with the growth of d2c brands
and increased e-commerce adaptation
across India across consumer categories.
The new name and business units are part
of a well thought through strategy to
reshape the entire organisation to be lean
and fit for the digital future. The new
structure with sharpened focus, will help
us deliver a better experience. We are
actively reshuffling our portfolio keeping
only those that are resonating with Indian
consumers and generating certain vol-
umes for us while seeking to add others
that fit the above criteria,” says Ketan

Patel, Chairman and Managing Director,
Creative Newtech. 

Currently Creative Newtech distrib-
utes products from Disney+Marvel
Reconnect, EPSON, Philips, Samsung,
Transcend, ViewSonic, Zeiss, BaByliss,
BPL, Cooler Master, Colorful, Insta360,
edelkrone, InVue, MSi, Olympus, PNY,
Printronix, Rapoo and Thermaltake
among others. It employs over 200 pro-
fessionals and has an omni-channel net-
work that spans online, offline and retail
trade channels.

“We are one of the few national play-
ers who provide end-to-end solution
from contract manufacturing to retail dis-
tribution and brand licensing which
makes us really attractive as a go to part-
ner for global brands looking at the Indian
market,” he further adds. 

Communication design is
the process of success-
fully delivering a message

to a target audience using mul-
tiple medias of audio and visu-
al resources to motivate them to
act on the desired action, such
as spreading awareness about
an issue or product, making an
informed decision or instilling
an attitude. Unlike Art, which
is subjective as an individual
expression and  allows for inter-
pretation, communication
design requires the Designer to
strategically engage the specta-
tor via creative narrative to
establish a link between the art-
work and the viewer. As a
result, the responsibility of the
communication designer
extends beyond generating
attractive visuals to utilising the
power of design methodology
and strategy to transmit a clear,
crisp message engagingly.

We live in an era of infor-
mation technology marked by
a proliferation of visual vocab-
ulary and shrinking viewer
attention spans. In today's soci-
ety, a good communication
design gives clarity, effective-
ness, and aesthetics to the
information hierarchy. Design
is the new Art. To break the
visual clutter in society, every

piece of communication design
should have clarity of form
and content and a deep under-
standing of its target audience.
The tools that the designer
plays with are form, colour,
composition, text, sometimes
sound and animation and using
information hierarchy to deliv-
er a desired piece of commu-
nication. In today's world which
is evolving at a breakneck
speed, one of the most impor-
tant functions of communica-
tion design is to handle the lay-
ers of complexity in terms of
information and the assimila-
tion of the same. The commu-
nication design expert must
first identify the problem/
opportunity  he or she is
attempting to solve, as this has
ramifications for the goal of his
design.

Communication design has
evolved from pigeons delivering
messages, to drummers drum-
ming and announcing mes-
sages on the streets to inform
the public,  to now becoming a
global movement around the
early twentieth century and
today a sought-after career
option. As the saying goes,
modern problems require mod-
ern solutions, and as such mod-
ern-day communication design

specialists have a wide range of
tools at their disposal to cater
to the problems, opportunities
and needs of contemporary
societies. Communication
design specialists are effective-
ly combining conventional
design abilities with cutting-
edge technology to create dis-
tinctive and inventive solutions
that will usher in a design-dri-
ven ecosystem and help New
India achieve its goals.

Communication design,
however, was not strongly
established as a career until the
rise of technological revolution
and the advent of Design as a
discipline. The internet trans-
formed visual information into
a much more accessible and
consumable product. Having
good strategies of communica-
tion design became an impor-
tant need for companies and
advertisers. Due to the ever
evolving development of tech-
nology and media, this demand
will only grow with time with
newer dimensions added peri-
odically.

Communication design is a
field with several possible
pathways. 

Perhaps the most popular
one is advertising, which
includes copywriting, media

design, video production, and
now moving into the experi-
ence meta space. Digital Design
is also a part of our lives nowa-
days, focused on the user inter-
face and user experience, which
makes companies engage the
user and understand them bet-
ter for providing better services
with ease and practicality to the
online consumer. Another huge
opportunity is in the area of
identity design and branding,
which is to develop the visual
identity of an organisation, as
the business and their identity
becomes paramount. Each
brand needs to be individual
and unique — even an indi-
vidual as a brand so, they can
establish clearly what their
unique identities are. 

In a somewhat recent
development, social marketing
has furthered the traditional
domain of communication
design. While there have been
communicators with good
intentions for years, communi-
cations aiming to address social
problems were generally con-
ceived with a great deal of
naivety - producing ideas with
little or no change heralding
impact. However, over time,
there has been a gradual adop-
tion and adaptation of the expe-

riences of commercial adver-
tising, and that has been effec-
tively put in the service of the
public good via socially aware
communications.

All societies develop, evolve
and transform within a per-
manent flow of information
exchange. The urban environ-
ment, the public transportation
system and the mass media
ecology are vital sources of
information that both express
and build culture in myriad
ways. For eg, Advertising seeds
cultural models of behaviour
and appearance, and in turn
promotes lifestyles, choices and
cultural values. As can be seen,
design as a profession has great
responsibilities. The aim of
communication design is to
affect the behaviour , knowl-
edge and attitudes of people —
something that occurs after
the communication takes place.
Visual communication design,
variously reflects how social
roles get defined, how a cultural
language is constructed within
a society. Professionals in this
discipline have successfully
meshed the traditional design
skills with the new-age tech-
nological tools. 
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Here is a statement that we
have heard time and again-
Technology has changed the

way we look at the world.
Technology has seeped into our lives
on microscopic levels and has sur-
passed being just a tool for com-
munication. Now, the way we use
technology is responsible for the seis-
mic shift of the global industry and
is bringing forth a new industrial
revolution. It has transformed into
a tool for change and advocacy by
being the instrument that enables
small businesses to bring forth a new
era of business and operations. Most
important is its contribution to
changing the norms of education
and rebuilding it to promote acces-
sibility and connectivity.

Education is at the forefront of
all big and small changes across the
globe, and it only makes sense that
every year, several families move
across the country to give their chil-
dren access to the best education
possible. The Census of India 2001
recorded that approximately 2.9
million people migrated to other
parts of the country solely for edu-
cation purposes. Subsequently, the
2011 census showed that 13.9 mil-
lion people had migrated for edu-
cation purposes with Delhi and
Mumbai being the most densely
populated by migrants.

All this data points to a trend,
India more than ever is growing
increasingly aware of the ecosystem

of education and that people are
willing to move mountains to pro-
vide the best education for the gen-
erations to come.

But what happens for the stu-
dents who do not have the luxury
and resources to move to a tier-1
city? This is where major ed-tech
companies of the country are tak-
ing strides to make education acces-
sible to all. And their main weapon-
The internet.

Confronting the digital divide
The fourth industrial revolution

is upon us. But are the students ready
for the changes that this new era will
bring upon us? Artificial Intelligence,
Big Data, Augmented Reality, and
Blockchain are words we see all over
the internet but are students ready
to see past the use of these termi-
nologies as mere buzzwords and
embrace the changes that they will
bring forth in the years to come?
These concepts have already made
their way to the students of Tier-1
cities but might not be as accessible
to students from tier-2 and tier-3
cities.  

According to data, India is set to
have the largest workforce in the
world by the year 2027, with the
youth front-lining as the key player
of change. To ensure the students are
ready for the industry, the education
playing field needs to be levelled out.
However, the digital divide widens
the gaps and makes it harder for tier-
2 and tier-3 cities to have an equal

playing field. The Azim Premji insti-
tute recorded that approximately 60
per cent of the Indian population
doesn’t have equal access to online
modes of education.

It is important to acknowledge
that e-learning isn’t always accessi-
ble to all because of various reasons
like connectivity, speed, access to
quality devices, income levels, as
well as understanding in English
(the predominant language used by
EdTech). Hence, it is important to
address the challenges of the mass-
es, by exploring the possibilities by
providing an interactive multi-lin-
gual learning environment, which
provides the same learning experi-
ence across devices with or without
connectivity on all types of learning
material. Such technology should
cater to the need for learning with
a mixed blend of Self-paced, Live
classes, eBooks, Assignments, as well
as Assessments.

Leveraging Education technolo-
gy for equal opportunity

Often, catching up to the tech-
nology of the future is a privilege one
cannot afford when the current tech-
nology is failing them. Providing solu-
tions where content can be distributed
on an encrypted Memory Card/USB
drive or providing the option to
securely download content for offline
viewing is one way that major EdTech
companies are tackling this issue.

Learning Management Systems
(LMS), hosted on the cloud, provide

for multi-device support, especially
when some schools have only one
computer and several students have
access to limited infrastructure, and
one tablet/phone at home with syn-
chronisation across multiple devices.

The videos are transcoded (a
process by which the same content is
available in multiple resolutions),
and the system detects the appropri-
ate quality based on bandwidth at the
student’s end, thus avoiding video
buffering.

The credibility of online assess-
ments is now possible by enabling a
recent innovation of the Aeroplane
mode of assessments. A more
advanced method is to have inte-
grated Artificial Intelligence (AI)
enabled proctoring software. 

And with the diverse languages
that are spoken across India, a one-
click switch over to the language of
choice is much sought now.

The recent pandemic has stim-
ulated unprecedented innovation
within the education sector. There is
a newfound appreciation for digital
education, which has accelerated the
paradigm shift in the way of learning.
We’ve now taken steps to reach the
‘New Normal’. In such a Mobile First
and Always Connected world, it is
equally critical to ensure that we
address the challenges of a vast and
diverse country like India and provide
equal learning opportunities to all. 
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Great Learning, one of coun-
try’s edtech companies for

professional and higher education
has announced that it will be
hosting a Masterclass on Machine
Learning for Beginners on
February 17, 2022. The one-
hour-long live session is free of
cost and can be attended by
those who want to understand the
concept of Machine Learning, its
scope, and influence across
diverse domains, various relevant

programs, curriculum, and deliv-
ery.  

The live session will be con-
ducted by Arun K Sharma, an
Engineering Analyst, Inventor,
Technology Enthusiast, and ML
Practitioner with 15 years of
industry experience. The speak-
er aims to throw light on the pop-
ular buzzword Machine Learning
and its actual meaning, scope,
and its influence across domains.
The speaker will also address
some doubts and questions by the
end of the masterclass. 

Great Learning offers com-
prehensive, industry-relevant
programs across various cutting-
edge Technology, Data, and
Business domains. Great
Learning's programs are devel-
oped in collaboration with the
world's foremost academic insti-
tutions like Stanford University,
MIT, The University of Texas at
Austin, National University
Singapore, IIT Madras, IIT
Bombay, IIT Roorkee, IIIT-Delhi,
Shiv Nadar University, and Great
Lakes Institute of Management

and are constantly reimagined
and revamped to address the
dynamic needs of the industry. It
is the only ed-tech company to
provide these programs in a
blended mode, classroom mode,
and purely online mode, relying
on its vast network of expert
mentors and highly qualified
faculty to deliver an unmatched
learning experience for learners
in India and the world over. 

It have impacted over 1.5
million learners from over 170
countries.
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The PGDM–E two-year,
full-time programme at the

EDII, now in its 25th batch of
delivering entrepreneurship
education, has been designed
specifically for entrepreneurs
and entrepreneurial managers
to encourage critical and later-
al thinking, nurture their ambi-
tions, and enable new ventures
through an academically rig-
orous, directly relevant and
highly practical learning expe-
rience. The course is offered
through six trimesters over
two years.

The PGDM-E offers an
innovative milestone-based
learning initiative whereby
every student can build their
new enterprise step by step
while studying at EDII itself.
During this course, learning is
also imparted on leveraging the
strengths of family business
management and successfully
implementing practices that
drive high performance, share-
holder loyalty and healthy fam-
ily relationships. EDII also pro-
vides seed funding to success-
ful milestone bonus point
achievers for setting up their
new venture. 

The applications for the
next batch are on.

Graduates with 50% marks 

and with a valid
CAT/MAT/CMAT/ATMA/XA
T score are eligible to apply for
this programme.
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The Indian Institute of Art
and Design (IIAD) in

collaboration with Kingston
School of Art, London offers
undergraduate programmes
in Fashion Design, Fashion
Business Management,
Communication Design and
Interior Architecture &
Design. It also offers
postgraduate programmes in
Fashion Design and Fashion
Business Management.
Website: www.iiad.edu.in
Admissions Process: IIAD
Entrance Test Last date to
apply: 14th April, 2022  Date:
24th April 2022(Online),
23rd and 24th April 2022
(Online and Offline)
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While the COVID-19
pandemic has exposed

the dire need for the education
sector to embrace the use of
Artificial Intelligence, the
advent of the latest technolo-
gy with the online platforms
has not only helped the stu-
dents with a better education
module but also assisted the
educators in providing the
best opportunities for the stu-

dents learning. 
AI Testified, a startup

incubated at IIT Kanpur is a
unique platform that blends
Artificial Intelligence into the
school education systems,
UPSC and State PSC, and
other competitive examina-
tions. Being India’s pioneering
AI-driven test platform, it is
highly beneficial in under-
standing and filling the learn-
ing deficit among the school-
going students and aspirants of

various competitive examina-
tions.

AI Testified uses Artificial
Intelligence & Machine
Learning to identify the con-
ceptual strength and weakness
of each student, with the belief
that each student is unique
with a different learning curve.
The tests are customised
according to the needs of indi-
vidual students. Video lec-
tures and notes on different
concepts are also provided to

fill in the identified knowledge
gap. Also, students are given
the choice to use elimination
and the 50-50 technique to
mark the most appropriate
answers. This helps the stu-
dents to know the accuracy of
their concepts and develop
their critical thinking ability.
AI Testified has recently
implemented this AI-based
platform in 10 Delhi
Government schools as a part
of CSR activity. 
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With the inclusion of DU
and JNU in CUCET, admis-

sion to most of the central uni-
versities via a common entrance
exam appears to be a reality. A
uniform entry for all universities
will put an end to ever-increasing
cut-offs (like DU) and may
increase the chances of regional
language applicants, as it will be
conducted in at least 13 scheduled
languages. The goal of a common
undergraduate entrance exam is
to move the focus away from rote
learning and toward enhancing
students' critical thinking abilities. 

The entrance exam, such as

the CUCET, will provide not only
an equal opportunity to all stu-
dents, but also an opportunity for
universities to assess the stu-
dents' ability levels. 

CUCET will also provide a
single-window platform for
admissions, making the process
more efficient and student-friend-
ly by eliminating entrance tests for
a variety of colleges with differing
degrees of difficulty. Candidates
will also save time, effort, and
money by not having to pay sev-
eral entrance exam fees. 

VMC has aided students in
achieving their goal of admission
to the country's  medical and engi-
neering colleges/universities. 
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AI-driven platform to develop competency-based learning

THE OFFLINE-ONLINE CONUNDRUM
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�How higher and executive education
has evolved since the pandemic hit?
The pandemic has accelerated the pace
of digital learning and brought in a rev-
olution in the education sector at all lev-
els. Business schools, universities, and
professional learning institutions have
introduced several technological inter-
ventions to impart learning through
online mechanisms to boost accessibil-
ity and affordability and create a vast
pool of opportunities for learners.
Executive education has transformed
rapidly to create future-ready business
leaders to face a plethora of challenges
such as climate change, economic volatil-
ity, geopolitical crisis, among others.
�What are emerging trends in the
higher/executive domain and the
future outlook?
As industries and businesses adopt
technology-based applications such as
artificial intelligence, machine learning,
and data analytics, higher and executive
education institutes will have to devel-
op innovative pedagogy and curricu-
lums to meet industry requirements.
Universities and institutes have been
updating curriculums to offer in-depth
instruction in foundational concepts in
AI, ML, VR, blockchain and big data
that will see an uptick in the adoption
of immersive learning methodologies.
�What is the impact of digitalisation
on the edtech domain and the way for-
ward?
The learners have benefitted from the
deep penetration of internet services
along with the wide availability of dig-
ital devices to access online education.
Online learning has transformed edu-
cation from being a supplementary
option to a primary choice. Personalised
learning experiences, content-rich syl-
labuses, interactive learning activities,
chatbot (live) assistance will drive future
learning to be learner-centric and friend-
ly. There will be higher adoption of voca-
tional education, skilling programmes,
and corporate training through digital
platforms to boost the quality of lead-
ership in India.
�How will NEP 2022 shape the future
of Indian education?
The New Education Policy will trans-
form traditional characteristics such as
rote learning and theoretical knowledge

to a practical and experiential-based
learning system by providing a future-
ready approach to Indian youth. Its focus
on multi-disciplinary learning will
empower students in higher education
with options for exit and re-entry with
opportunities to blend vocational train-
ing with theoretical subjects. Also, the
introduction of coding from Class 6 will
ensure students get introduced to tech-
nology, and develop expertise at an early
age to help them integrate into our
workforce.
�How has upskilling become imper-
ative for a working professional?
The pandemic-induced job redundan-
cies have exacerbated several challenges
and led professionals to build compe-
tencies that industry today demands.
They are expected to regularly upskill
and reskill themselves to stay in sync
with the changing trends and adapt to
the new-age business environment.
Employers prefer candidates who con-
tinuously update themselves to be future
ready. 
�How will NEP 2022 shape the future
of Indian education?
Considering we are nearing two years of
the covid-19 pandemic, hiring trends
have seen several changes. For bridging
the skilling gap, recruiters are opting to
leverage the on-demand workforce that
enables companies to tap into skill sets
that their employees do not possess
without fully absorbing them into the
organisation. Companies are also tap-
ping into internal talent networks and
engaging with potential candidates,
employees, and alumni. 
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The University of Waikato
International Excellence
Scholarships in New

Zealand, 2022
The University of Waikato is

now accepting applications for
International Excellence
Scholarships.

Award: NZD $ 20,000
Course Level:

Undergraduate, postgraduate
degree or Research programme

Supporting documents:
Conditional or Formal Offer of
Place from the University of
Waikato

Admission requirements:
the applicants must be applying
to enroll for the first time in
either an undergraduate or post-
graduate degree at the University
of Waikato

Language requirement:
Students need to demonstrate
that they have a good level of
written and spoken English.

How to apply: To apply, the
applicants must submit an online
application through the link:
https://www.waikato.ac.nz/schol
arships/application-forms/uni-
versity-of-waikato-internation-
al-excellence-scholarship

Application deadline:
Applications for 2022 can be
submitted at any time

The UCD
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Cormac Costelloe

Dell Financial Services
Scholarships in Ireland, 2022

The UCD Michael Smurfit
Graduate Business School is
attracting students towards the
International Cormac Costelloe
Dell Financial Services
Scholarships. 

The scholarship is available
to students from both EU and
non-EU countries.

Awards: Covers 100 per
cent tuition fees

Course Level: MSc
Supporting documents: All

candidates must have to submit
their official transcripts, updat-
ed CV and two references,
preferably one academic and
one professional.

Admission requirements:
To become a part of the pro-
gram, applicants will need to
check out the entry require-
ments for master admission to
Michael Smurfit Graduate
Business School

Language requirements:
Students need to demonstrate
that they have a good level of
written and spoken English.

How to apply: candidates
first have to take admission in an
MSC degree program in Finance
at University. Those applicants
who hold a Full or Conditional
Offer and who have accepted
that offer for the full-time MSc
Finance are automatically con-
sidered for the scholarship. After
that, they have to submit a com-
plete application directly to UCD
Smurfit School.

Application deadline:
accepted only through August 1,
2022.

COVID-19 has caused severe
financial disruptions in
terms of layoffs and down-

sizings, resulting in record unem-
ployment rates in India and across
the globe. However, as the econo-
my rebounded on the back of
nationwide vaccination pro-
grammes and other safety initia-
tives, the world started witnessing
an impressive uptick in job open-
ings. According to the U.S. Bureau
of Labor Statistics, this figure
touched the 11 million mark in
June 2021 compared to 6.7 million
in December 2020, a more than 50
per cent jump.

With organisations adopting
flexible concepts like WFH and
hybrid working, more and more
professionals are now looking for
jobs that offer these alternatives.
Around 55 per cent of working
professionals in the US are likely
to look for a new job in the next
12 months. Nearly 40 per cent of
people have cited remote work,
career advancement, and flexibil-
ity as their primary reasons to
change jobs. In this era dubbed as
The Great Resignation, employers
are facing a shortage of talented

professionals across industries,
pushing them to offer higher
salaries, generous perks, and more
flexibility. 

Companies now have no
choice but to acclimatise to mod-
ern recruitment strategies and
practices like Programmatic Job
Advertising to target, attract, and
onboard the right set of candidates
and overcome challenges like sub-
mission of wrong applications and
rising recruiting costs.

Delving deeper
Programmatic Job Advertising

is a process of buying, placing, and
optimising job ads using data,
analytics, AI, and ML. It helps
employers place the right jobs
before the target audience, set
goals, and have technology work
towards them. 

Today’s job landscape is brim-
ming with potential candidates. As
a result, connecting and engaging
with each of them manually would
be very difficult and time-con-
suming for HR teams. This is why
they need Programmatic Job
Advertising platforms to do this
job on their behalf.

With this, they can automate

the entire hiring process, includ-
ing tasks like scheduling inter-
views, addressing their job-related
queries, and making candidates
feel more valued at every point
possible. It will help HRs prevent
slip-ups and give them more time
to spend on other critical activities
while also cutting down their
overall hiring costs without affect-
ing the key hiring goals. This way,
they can make the entire hiring
process simple, quick, quality-ori-
ented, and cost-effective. 

Makes hiring accurate and
affordable 

As an employer, when you
adapt to a digital hiring strategy,
you expand your talent pool by
inviting candidates from anywhere
and everywhere. This increases
your advertising costs. However, by
leveraging Programmatic Job
Advertising, you can automatical-
ly manage spending using predic-
tive data and intelligent algo-
rithms. This technology optimis-
es how jobs are delivered in sync
with job ad metrics like cost per
apply, cost per source, hire per
source, etc, across the ecosystem.
Eventually, this process helps you

secure the best ROI. Moreover, you
can see and evaluate your perfor-
mance in real-time and thus make
better and more informed deci-
sions when recruiting the right tal-
ents. 

Remote hiring calls for scout-
ing candidates across several states
and cities in a country. As a result,
managing job postings and fol-
lowing up with candidates can be
highly taxing for a small team of
recruiters if they are doing it man-
ually. This is where Programmatic
Job Advertising works wonders. It
automates the entire hiring process
and enables recruiters to utilise this
time on other critical tasks like
engaging with talent on social
media, responding to employee
reviews, creating virtual job pre-
views — all of which help improve
your reputation as an employer.
When job seekers see relevant
content, they naturally engage
with the advertisement to explore
the opportunity. Due to these fea-
tures, it has recorded an 8 per cent
spike in candidates reaching the
final hiring stag compared to con-
ventional job boards.
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The B CCI on Tuesday
announced a revised itin-

erary for the home series
against Sri Lanka, beginning
February 25, confirming that
the Twenty20 series will be
played before the two Tests.

Originally, the two-Test
series was planned before the
T20s but the BCCI has made
the change following a request
from Sri Lanka Cricket. 

"Sri Lanka will first play
the T20I series comprising
three matches followed by a
two-match Test series, which
will be a part of the ICC World
Test Championship, 2021-23,"
said the BCCI in a statement.

It was widely reported that
the T20s against the Lankan
side will take place before Test
matches in Mohali  and
Bengaluru and the cricket

body has now confirmed it.
Virat Kohli is expected to

play his 100th game in Mohali
from March 4-8.

The second Test will be
played in Bengaluru from
February 12-16. 

The first T20 will be played
in Lucknow on February 25
before the teams travel up the
hills to Dharamsala for second
and third game on February 26
and 27.

With the schedule
announced for Sri Lanka
series, the BCCI is expected to
name the Test captain, a post
which was left vacant in the
wake of Kohli's unexpected
resignation a day after India
lost the Test series in South
Africa.

Kohli ended his tenure as
India's most successful Test
captain with 40 wins, 11 draws
and 17 losses in 68 Tests.

'���� !�����0���-��0�1!:�.

The young Indian men's team, led by world cham-
pionship bronze medallist Lakshya Sen, suffered

an embarrassing 0-5 defeat against Korea in the
opening group A match of the Badminton Asia Team
Championships, here on Tuesday.

A lot was expected from India Open winner
Lakshya but the world number 13 Indian went down
11-21 19-21 to Jeon Hyeok Jin in 42 minutes.

The pairing of Ravikrishna PS and Sankar Prasad
Udayakumar, who had reached the finals of the
Odisha Open, then slumped to a 8-21 10-21 defeat
against Hwi Tae Kim and Kim Jaehwan as India
lagged 0-2. World number 75 Kiran George, who had
won his maiden super 100 crown in Odisha, then
failed to get across  Joo Wan Kim, losing 18-21 14-
21 to Joo Wan Kim in 42 minutes as Korea grabbed
an unassailable 3-0 lead.

Nothing changed in the second doubles with
Manjit Singh Khwairakpam and Dingku Singh
Konthoujam losing 7-21 15-21 to Yong Jin and Na
Sung Seung.

Mithun Manjunath then put up a brave effort
before going down 16-21 27-25 14-21 against Min
Sun Jeong in the fifth and final match.

'���� �A0����

In no mood to talk about the
prolonged lean patch that

Virat Kohli is enduring, India
captain Rohit Sharma on
Tuesday said "everything will fall
in place" if the chatter around
him stops.

Ahead of the T20 series
against the West Indies starting
Wednesday, media queries were
once again focussed on Kohli's
batting form and Rohit wasn't
pleased.

"I think it starts from you
guys," Rohit was curt in his first
response.  "If you guys (media)
can keep quiet for a while,
everything will be alright. If talk-
ing from your side stops, every-
thing will be taken care of," he
added, in support of his prede-
cessor. Rohit said Kohli is not
under any pressure and will
come good soon.

"He is in a very good space
and he has been part of interna-
tional team for more than a
decade. He has spent so much
time in international cricket
that he knows how to handle

pressure situations," Rohit said,
not amused at repeated queries
on Kohli's form.

"So I think everything
starts from you guys. If you guys
can keep it quiet for a bit every-

thing will fall in place," he
added. Kohli has not scored a
hundred for more than two
years in international cricket. In
ODIs, it has been three years
since his last century. 

He has 44 hundreds in the
format overall.

But Kohli has scored a lot of
half centuries which is an indi-
cation that he is not exactly in
wretched form.

'���� F$77)!�A8)

India felt the absence of experienced
pacer Jhulan Goswami as they failed
to defend an imposing 270 to go

down by three wickets in the second
women's ODI against New Zealand
here on Tuesday. The loss meant that
the visitors have now conceded a 0-2
lead in the five-match series. Deepti
Sharma took 4 for 52 while her spin col-
leagues Poonam Yadav, Rajeshwari
Gayakwad, and Harmanpreet Kaur
took a wicket apiece. But India failed in
the pace department with Pooja
Vastrakar and debutant  Simran
Bahadur leaking runs without taking
any wickets. The presence of Goswami,
rested from this game to try out new tal-
ent, could have made the difference
after Indian batters rose to the occasion
to set a stiff target of 271 for New
Zealand despite the continued absence
of star opener Smriti Mandhana, who
inexplicably remains in extended quar-
antine.  But Amelia Kerr made the dif-
ference with her unbeaten 119 off 135
balls with the help of seven fours as New
Zealand surpassed the target with one
over to spare by reaching 273 for 7.

The Indian bowlers lost the plot in
the middle overs when they allowed
Amelia Kerr and Maddy Green (52) to
stitch a 128-run stand from 24.4 overs
for the fourth wicket.

Green was dropped by Taniya
Bhatia when on 23 while Kerr survived
a few half chances towards the end of

New Zealand run chase.
New Zealand did not have the best

of starts as they were 55 for 3 in the
ninth over.

Sophie Devine (33), first match cen-
turion Suzie Bates (16) and captain Amy
Satterthwaite (0) returned to the dress-
ing room before the 10th over.

But they found their saviours in

Kerr and Green as the duo lifted the
home side with a 128-run stand from
24.4 overs for the fourth wicket to give
them well on course for a victory.

That stand changed the complex-
ion of the game as New Zealand need-
ed just 88 runs from 16.3 overs for a
win. They were 213 for 5 at the end of
the 40th over and needed 58 runs from

60 balls which they eventually succeed-
ed in knocking off.

Earlier, captain Mithali Raj contin-
ued her fine form with an unbeaten 66
while Richa Gosh also struck a half cen-
tury as India posted 270 for 6.

Raj, who had scored 59 in a losing
cause in the first ODI on Saturday,
remained unbeaten on 66 off 81 balls

to play sheet anchor.
Young wicketkeeper-batter Gosh,

however, outshone her captain as she
slammed 65 off 64 balls with the help
of six fours and a six in a brilliant per-
formance.

Gosh and Raj shared 108 runs in
17.4 overs for the fifth wicket to help
India set a stiff target for the home side.
In the later part of her innings, Gosh
struggled while running for quick
runs. Raj's unbeaten knock had three
fours in it.

Sabbhineni Meghana also made a
significant contribution with a 50-ball
49 which was studded with seven fours
to stitch 61 runs for the opening wick-
et with Shafali Varma (24), who, how-
ever, failed to convert a good start yet
again.

Yastika Bhatia, who had made 41 in
the first match, contributed 31 from 38
balls this time as the Indian top-order,
except for vice-captain Harmanpreet
Kaur, gave a good account of itself.

Star batter Smriti Mandhana on
Tuesday completed her extended stay
in quarantine here and left for
Queenstown to join the Indian women's
cricket team for the remainder of the
five-match ODI series against New
Zealand. Mandhana had missed the
one-off T20 International and the two
ODIs against New Zealand as she was
in extended Managed Isolation and
Quarantine (MIQ) along with two
other players -- pacers Meghna Singh
and Renuka Singh.

'���� 0A)9A)

England women will host
India for a white-ball series

comprising three ODIs and as
many T20Is in September, the
ECB announced on Tuesday. 

The two teams will play
three T20s on September 10, 13
and 15 in Durham, Derby and
Bristol, respectively. 

The T20 series will be fol-
lowed by the ODIs on
September 18, 21 and 24 with
the final match slated to be
played at the iconic Lord's crick-
et ground.

England will also host South
Africa for a multi-format series,
starting on June 27 in Taunton. 

Apart from the Test, the two
sides will play three ODIs and
three T20s. "We're absolutely
thrilled to have scheduled two
series against two of the best

teams in the world, in what is
destined to be another hugely
exciting year for the women's
game," Managing Director of
England Women's Cricket,

Clare Connor, said.
"It's fantastic that we've

been able to include Lord's and
the Riverside Ground as venues
for two of this year's fixtures.

They will be exciting events for
the women's game as we contin-
ue to try and take our game to
as many fans as possible."

England women's fixtures
against India:

First T20- September 10
(The Riverside
Ground,Durham)

Second T20- September 13
(The Incora County Ground,
Derby)

Third T20- September 15
(Bristol County Ground,
Bristol)

First ODI -September 18
(The 1st Central County
Ground, Hove)

Second ODI- September 21
(The Spitfire Ground,
Canterbury)

Third ODI- September 24
(Lord's Cricket Ground,
London)

������������ )78�970�:

At Eden Gardens in Kolkata on Wednesday, Rohit
Sharma-led India will take on Kieron Pollard’s

Windies side in the first game of the three-match T20I
series.

Coming into this series, India’s morale will be high
after they whitewashed the Men in Maroon in the pre-
ceding three-match One-Day International series.

With the T20 World Cup scheduled to take place
in Australia later this year, the T20I matches become
all the more important for the Men in Blue, and they
would like to stamp their authority over the two-time
World Champions by winning the series and chalk-
ing out important plans for the megaevent.

The West Indies defeated 2019 World Cup win-
ners England 3-2 in the five-match series they played
before coming to India and would like to pose a tough
challenge for the Indian team.

The shorter format suits them better and they
have n number of match-winners in their side. 

They will be bolstered by the return of T20 leg-
end and captain Kieron Pollard, who missed the sec-
ond and third ODIs because of an injury.

For India, they will be without the services of KL
Rahul, Axar Patel and Washington Sundar, after the
trio was ruled out because of injuries.

In KL Rahul’s absence and Shikhar Dhawan's not
being included in the side, Ishan Kishan is expected
to bat at the top with skipper Rohit Sharma, unless
the team management gives Ruturaj Gaikwad his
international debut.

The Chennai Super Kings opener was the lead-
ing run getter in the 2021 IPL as well as in the 2021-
22 Vijay Hazare Trophy, where he scored four hun-
dreds while representing Maharashtra.

Former Indian captain Virat Kohli is expected to
bat three and will be eager to get some runs under
his belt after a disappointing ODI series.

Rishabh Pant, Shreyas Iyer, and Suryakumar
Yadav would also be willing to leave a mark.

It will be interesting to see if Kolkata Knight
Riders’ all-rounder Venkatesh Iyer finds a place in the
eleven. 

The Madhya Pradesh player was dropped from
the ODI team and, with the rise of Deepak Chahar
and Shardul Thakur as handy batters down the order,
it would be difficult to adjust him.

Bhuvneshwar Kumar will lead the pace attack and
will have Mohammad Siraj for support, who is like-
ly to get the nod ahead of 2021 IPL heroes Harshal
Patel and Avesh Khan, who were sold for more than
INR 10 crore in the recently held 2022 IPL auctions.

Rohit will have to choose from Kuldeep Yadav,
Yuzvendra Chahal, and the young Ravi Bishnoi, who
will be spinning options for him.

As for the Windies, Rovman Powell, Nicholas
Pooran, and Jason Holder's performances will be key.

SQUADS
India: Rohit Sharma (Captain), Ishan Kishan,

Virat Kohli, Shreyas Iyer, Surya Kumar Yadav,
Rishabh Pant (wk), Venkatesh Iyer, Deepak Chahar,
Shardul Thakur, Ravi Bishnoi, Yuzvendra Chahal,
Mohd Siraj, Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Avesh Khan,
Harshal Patel, Ruturaj Gaikwad, Deepak Hooda,
Kuldeep Yadav.

West Indies: Darren Bravo, Brandon King,
Rovman Powell, Kieran Pollard (Captain), Fabian
Allen, Kyle Mayers, Jason Holder, Nicholas Pooran,
Shai Hope, Sheldon Cottrell, Dominic Drakes, Akeal
Hosein, Romario Shepherd, Odean Smith, Hayden
Walsh.
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If forced to choose, Novak
Djokovic said he would skip

the French Open and
Wimbledon, foregoing the
chance to overtake Rafael Nadal's
record haul of 21 Grand Slams
titles, rather than get vaccinated
against COVID-19.

And the No. 1-ranked tennis
player is also still smarting about
being deported last month from
Australia in a drama about his
vaccination status that polarized
opinion worldwide.

Speaking in an interview
broadcast Tuesday by the BBC,
the 20-time Grand Slam cham-
pion said he is still not vaccinat-
ed, and prepared to sacrifice
titles to stay that way.

If need be, not defending his
titles at Roland Garros and
Wimbledon and missing other
tournaments is “the price that I
am willing to pay," said the 34-
year-old Serb, comments likely
to further boost his hero-status
among some opponents of vac-

cination. Djokovic said he is not
opposed to vaccinations and
sought to distance himself from
anti-vaccination campaigners,
saying: “I have never said that I
am part of that movement." 

But he said “everyone has the
right to choose, to act, or say
what ever they feel is appropri-
ate for them" and that he believes

in “the freedom to choose what
you put into your body. And, for
me, that is essential.” “I am try-
ing to be in tune with my body
as much as I possibly can,” he
said, adding that he has always
been careful about everything he
ingests.  “Based on all the infor-
mation that I got, I decided not
to take the vaccine, as of today.“I

understand the consequences
of my decision,” Djokovic said. 

“I understand that not being
vaccinated today, you know, I am
unable to travel to most of the
tournaments at the moment.”

Asked if he would be pre-
pared to miss the French Open
in May, he repeated: “That is the
price that I am willing to pay.”

Also asked if would be ready
to skip Wimbledon, he added:
“Yes.” “Because the principles of
decision-making on my body are
more important than any title or
anything else," he said.

Djokovic has won the
French Open twice, including in
2021, and has six Wimbledon
titles, including the last three.

Nadal won this year's
Australian Open, giving him
one more major title than
Djokovic and Roger Federer.
Djokovic was deported before he
could play. Djokovic went back
over the deportation drama in
detail with the BBC and made
clear his displeasure at how it
turned out.
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Chennai Super Kings did not
bid for their longtime ser-

vant Suresh Raina at the IPL auc-
tion because of his "current
form", said CEO Kasi
Viswanathan on Tuesday.  

While the social media was
abuzz about Raina being ignored
and it probably meant an end to
the IPL legend's run in the
league, CSK CEO K S
Viswanathan said team combi-
nation and form meant the left-
handed UP batter could not fit
into the team.

"Missing out on Raina...He
has been a great asset for the side
earlier. Considering the current
form, he did not fit into the side,"
Kasi told PTI.

Raina, an IPL superstar in
his own right, having scored a
5,528 runs from 205 matches
with 1 century and 39 fifties,
went unsold in the auction. He
had pegged himself at a base
price of Rs two crore in the auc-
tion.

CSK veteran Faf du Plessis,
a key member of the victorious
teams in 2018 and 2021, was
snapped up by Royal Challengers
Bangalore as was Australian
pacer Josh Hazlewood, star of
the triumph last year.

"We will miss Faf who has
been with us for a decade. But,
that is the dynamics of the auc-
tion," he added.

The Super Kings, however,
managed to buy back veterans
Dwayne Bravo, Ambati Rayudu,
Robin Uthappa, Mitchell Santner

and pacer Deepak Chahar at the
auction.

Speaking about losing some
of the Super Kings stars,
Viswanathan said, "in auction
economics, it is very difficult to
retain everybody. 

We were aware of it...We will
lose somebody. We will also get
somebody in their place. Now,
we have to get the best out of
what we have."

He said CSK went into the
auction with a plan, adding they
have got whatever they wanted.

"We went with a plan and
think what we got whatever we
wanted. We are quite happy
with the team composition and
balance of the side," Kasi added.

About getting Deepk
Chahar, the CSK CEO said he
has been performing very well
and the team had earmarked
him as one of the main buys.

"We know that Deepak
Chahar is a match-winner. He
has been performing very well
for us, that is why we had ear-
marked Deepak as one of our
main buys and we got him. We
knew we had to pay high for that
and we got him...," Viswanathan
added.

CSK bagged Chahar for Rs
14 crore after an intense bidding
war, making him the most
expensive fast bowler in the
auction.

Ahead of the auctions, CSK
had retained talismanic skipper
Mahendra Singh Dhoni, all-
rounder Ravindra Jadeja, Ruturaj
Gaikwad and English player
Moeen Ali. 

INDIA SUFFER 3-WICKET DEFEAT TO NZ
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Unvaccinated Djokovic could skip French Open, Wimbledon


