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Calling Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal a big

threat to the unity and integri-
ty of the country, Congress
Delhi unit president said that
the Kejriwal’s devious strate-
gy of holding on to power by
hook or crook, including join-
ing hands with anti-national
elements to be in power as dis-
closed by his one-time asso-
ciate Kumar Vishwas, has
come as a rude shock.

A large number of
Congress workers gheraoed
the residence of Chief
Minister  at Civil Lines and
demanded Arvind’s resigna-
tion.

Kumar said that Kejriwal’s
closed-door meetings with
separatists and receiving fund-

ing from terrorist groups and
the source of AAP’s funds,
should be probed as he has
now become a threat to the

country. 
Kumar said that Kejriwal

came to power on the anti-
corruption plank has now

become the fulcrum of cor-
ruption and a refuge for all
corrupt MLAs and
Council lors of the Aam

Aadmi Party, which was clear-
ly evident from the arrest of an
AAP Municipal Councillor
of the East Delhi MCD by the
CBI. 

The Congress leader
accused Kejriwal of shielding
the corrupt politicians from
whom he takes a large cut. He
said that 80 per cent Ministers
of the Arvind Cabinet and 50
per cent AAP MLAs have
been charged with various
offences and had the Jan
Lokpal been constituted, they
all would have been behind
the bars by now. 

Speaking on the occasion,
Delhi Congress vice presi-
dent Jai Kishan said that in the
past seven years, Kejriwal
took corruption to a new high
and failed  miserably in every
sector.
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The maximum temperature
in the national capital on

Saturday rose to 25.6 degrees
Celsius, one notch above the
season's average, the India
Meteorological Department

(IMD) said. 
The minimum tempera-

ture settled at 10.8 degrees
Celsius, normal for the season,
the IMD said. The rela-
tive humidity for the city oscil-
lated between 90 per cent and
42 per cent, it said. 

On Friday, the maximum
temperature of the national
capital was 28.4 degrees
Celsius, while the minimum
temperature settled at 9.7

degrees Celsius. 
The 24-hour air quality

index (AQI) of Delhi was
recorded in the 'moderate' cat-
egory (reading 180) at 4 pm,
according to the Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB).  An AQI between zero
and 50 is considered 'good', 51
and 100 'satisfactory', 101 and
200 'moderate', 201 and 300
'poor', 301 and 400 'very poor',
and 401 and 500 'severe'. 
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A50-year-old man was
arrested for allegedly

killing his friend over money in
southwest Delhi's Palam Gaon
area, police said on Saturday.
The accused has been identi-
fied as Kamal Sharma, a resi-
dent of Palam Gaon, they said.
The victim, Prakash Aggarwal
(45), a resident of Hauz Qazi,
ran a sanitaryware shop in
Chawdi Bazaar.  His wife told
police that she had last spoken
to Aggarwal at 6.30 pm on
Thursday and he had told her
that he was with Sharma in
Palam village, a senior police
officer said. 

After that, his phone got
switched off and she could not
contact him.

On Friday, Aggarwal's
body was found with gunshot
wounds at an isolated spot
near Pochanpur village, fol-
lowing which a case was reg-
istered at Dwarka Sector-23
police station, the officer said.

On the same day, police
received information that
Sharma was involved in
Aggarwal's murder. 

A trap was laid and he was
nabbed on Friday near
Dwarka Sector-11-12 with two
pistols in his possession,

Additional Commissioner of
Police (Crime) Shibesh Singh
said. 

Sharma confessed to
killing Aggarwal and dumping
his body near Pochanpur, they
said. 

During interrogation, he
revealed that he is in proper-
ty business and had recently
opened a Mother Dairy booth.
He has a past criminal record
and was once arrested for
assault, police said.

Sharma and Aggarwal had
known each other since 2017.
Aggarwal had helped Sharma
secure a bank loan against
property. Sharma had been
returning the money regular-
ly to the bank through
Aggarwal, police said. 

However, instead of
depositing the money in bank,
Aggarwal siphoned it off.
They had a showdown when
the bank officials visited
Sharma and told him that no
money had been deposited in
the last 12 months, police
said.  Sharma called Aggarwal
to his Mother Dairy booth in
Palam village and shot him
twice in his chest, police said. 

He, along with his servant
Vishal, dumped the body at an
isolated spot near Pochanpur
village, they added. 
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Delhi on Saturday reported
635 fresh Covid-19 cases

and two deaths, while the pos-
itivity rate dropped to 1.13 per
cent, according to data shared
by the city health depart-
ment.

With this, the national
capital's case count increased
to 18,55,409 and the death toll
climbed to 26,097, the latest
health bulletin stated.

The number of COVID-
19 tests conducted a day ago
stood at 56,199, it said.

Delhi had on Friday
reported 635 cases with a
positivity rate of 1.22 per
cent, and four deaths.

On Thursday, the nation-
al capital reported 739 cases
with a positivity rate of 1.48
per cent, and five deaths.

The number of daily cases
in Delhi has been on the
decline after touching the
record high of 28,867 on
January 13.

The city had recorded a
positivity rate of 30.6 per cent
on January 14, the highest
during the ongoing wave of
the pandemic.

Amid the decline in daily
cases of COVID-19 in Delhi,
the number of patients under
home isolation has also sig-
nificantly fallen in the last two
weeks.

The number of home iso-
lation cases on February 1 had
stood at 12,312, and on
February 18 it had dipped to
1,860, and further down to
1,721 on February 19.

The number of contain-
ment zones, which were also
slowly falling in this period,
came down to 9,742 on
February 19 from 10,868 on
February 18, according to
official figures shared by the
health department. 

The surge in Covid cases
in Delhi during the third
wave of the pandemic was
largely due to the Omicron
variant of the virus which is
highly transmissible.

There are 15,306 beds for
Covid patients in Delhi hos-
pitals and 301, or 1.97 per
cent, of them were occupied.
A total of 301 Covid patients
were in hospitals, Friday's
health department bulletin
stated. 
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The Delhi Government host-
ed a tribute concert on

Saturday to pay homage to
Bharat Ratna Lata Mangeshkar
here.  

The 92-year-old melody
queen died at a private hospi-
tal in Mumbai early this month.

The chief guest at the event
was Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia and
was held at the Central Park in
Connaught Place.  

Several classical artists per-
formed at the event, paying
tribute to the nightingale of
India. It was also attended by
Bollywood artists Shilpa Rao
and Annu Kapoor. "We have
gathered here to pay tribute to
the great personality Lata

Mangeshkar. Sadly, Lata di is
not among us. 

Her songs will remain
immortal in the next 100 to 200
years," Sisodia said. The audi-
ence was left mesmerised by
the beautiful renditions of Lata
Mangeshkar songs by school
children. 
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Delhi Social Welfare
Minister Rajendra Pal

Gautam celebrated the birth
anniversaries of social reform-
ers Guru Ravidas and Gadge
Maharaj on Saturday.  

"Sant Ravidas had a dream
that every person, irrespective
of caste, should have the right
to lead a dignified life. Both
rich and the poor should get
equal opportunities," Gautam
said after he launched the pro-
gramme by reciting a couplet of
the 15th Century mystic poet
and reformer. Lavishing
praise on Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal, Gautam said,
“Now, the children of both rich
and the poor in Delhi are get-
ting an excellent education in
government schools.”

Speaking on abolishing
caste-based oppression, the
minister said the onus of cre-
ating a society free of discrim-
ination is on every citizen.
“Only then will our country
will progress and will be called
the golden bird again,” he said. 
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Days after two people died
when a tower at Chintels

Paradiso society in Gurugram
partially collapsed, the author-
ities said they will conduct a
structural audit of four other
towers to determine if they
are safe for living. 

While 20 families of
Chintel's partially collapsed
Tower D were shifted out to
temporary accommodations,
the option has also been given
to 200 flat owners of Towers
E, F,G and H, officials said.
The builder will pay shifting
charges and rent. "Till the
IIT-Delhi conducts a struc-
tural audit and declares them
safe, all towers fall under
unsafe category,” DC Nishant
Kumar Yadav told PTI. 

He said flat owners were
worried so they allowed them
to shift out. However, he said
they are first shifting residents
of Tower D.  Meanwhile, a
worried resident, Saloni, said
“Where do we go now? My
child has his board exams
coming up and is already
traumatised by the collapse of
Tower D. Now, where do we
find a new place at such short
notice.” 

The residents claimed
that people from Tower D,
where the houses collapsed on
February 10, are camping like
refugees and asked how oth-
ers will be accommodated.
“My flat has developed cracks
and we lay awake each night
after the collapse, scared of
dying. I have spent Rs 40 lakh
on furniture and interiors.
How can I just go? We are
ruined,” said Seema, who lives
on the sixth floor of Tower F.

Gurugram dis-

trict's Town and Country
Planner RS Bhath is current-
ly stationed in the society to
oversee the repair and reha-
bilitation work. Bhath
said they have asked the
builder to provide lodging
facility to the residents opting
for it.  

Meanwhile, Police col-
lected samples from the dam-
aged structure and sent it to
the Forensic Science
Laborator y,  Madhuban.
“Also, the structural audit
report regarding reasons for
the collapse of the floors of
the residential tower is await-
ed from the DTCP and fur-
ther action will be taken in
consonance with law there-
upon,” a statement issued by
police said. 

Chintels India in an offi-
cial statement said, “We stand
by our homebuyers in these
difficult times. We are fully
cooperating with the author-
ities and our onsite team is
constantly working round the
clock to ensure smooth reha-
bilitation of the affected res-
idents.”  “We have submitted
all contract copies of the pro-
ject contractor to the DTP
Gurugram. In case any defects
are found in the structure, we
will duly compensate affected
buyers or accommodate
affected residents in alter-
nate arrangements while nec-
essary repair work or even
fresh construction is com-
pleted,” the company said.
“Even if some residents are
not happy with our arrange-
ments, we are willing to reim-
burse them for their invest-
ments and even pay their
rentals while they are making
alternate arrangements,” it
added. 

&(��� (�)����*+

With an emphasis on fight-
ing air pollution, the

Delhi Government has start-
ed scrapping its old petrol
and diesel  vehicles  and
procuring electric ones.

The General
Administration Department
(GAD) has recently procured
12 electric vehicles to be used
by ministers and top officers
of the Delhi government.

"We have also started the
process to identify and send
such vehicles that have com-
pleted their lifespan for scrap-
ping," said a senior GAD
officer. According to a
National Green Tribunal
(NGT) order, the use of diesel
and petrol vehicles older than
10 years and 15 years respec-
tively is banned in Delhi.

After the launch of the
Electric Vehicle Policy in
August 2020, various depart-
ments and autonomous bod-
ies of the Delhi government
have started replacing old
petrol and diesel vehicles in
their fleets with electric vehi-
cles.

"It is being done on case-
to-case basis keeping in mind
the relatively higher prices of

electric vehicles as compared
to conventional vehicles," said
a senior Delhi government
officer.

In February last year, the
Delhi government had direct-
ed all its departments and
autonomous bodies to hire or
purchase only electric vehi-
cles for their fleets.
"All departments of the Delhi
government will now use
only electric vehicles. Over
2,000 petrol and diesel vehi-
cles will be replaced with
electric vehicles,” Deputy
Chief  Minister  Manish
Sisodia had said.

The GAD is also working
on replacement of several
old vehicles with VIP series of
registration numbers like
0001 parked in a lot near the
Delhi Secretariat.

"While these vehicles will
be scrapped, their VIP regis-
tration numbers will  be
retained for registration of
new vehicles to be procured
by the department," the offi-
cer said.

Under Delhi's Electric
Vehicle Policy, 12 four-wheel-
er models are available and
eligible for purchase and
scrapping incentives provid-
ed by the government.
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The Delhi Police investigat-
ing the recoveries of IEDs

in Ghazipur and Old
Seemapuri has found that the
design and component of the
explosives were same and
that a stolen motorcycle was
parked near both the spots.  

Investigators believe that
the same persons were behind
planting the IEDs within a
month. The sketches of two
suspects have been prepared,
a senior police officer said,
adding that efforts are being
made to nab them at the ear-
liest.

The IEDs found in an
Old Seemapuri house on
Thursday and in the Ghazipur
flower market on January 17
were prepared with the inten-
tion of carrying out blasts at
public places across the city,
Delhi Police Commissioner
Rakesh Asthana had said on
Friday. Such activities are
not possible without local
support, he had added.
The investigation revealed
that both IEDs were made
with a mix of ammonium
nitrate and RDX, the senior
police officer said. Both
explosives were defused in a
controlled manner and no
one was injured.

In a CCTV footage col-
lected from near the Ghazipur
spot, a black Hero Splendor
motorcycle was seen parked

nearby. And after the IED
recovery in Old Seemapuri,
the police recovered a similar
bike from near Dilshad
Garden Metro Station. It was
found to be stolen and inves-
tigators believe it is the same
motorcycle seen in the CCTV
footage collected from the
Ghazipur spot. The
improvised explosive device
(IED) recovered from the Old
Seemapuri house, weighing
2.5 to 3 kg, was defused and
the house owner and a prop-
erty dealer were questioned in
this connection. 

The recovery of the IED
at the Ghazipur flower mar-
ket came ahead of Republic
Day celebrations on January
26 for which the security
apparatus in the national cap-
ital was on high alert.

Delhi  Police chief
Asthana earlier said the
Special Cell and other teams
were investigating the case.
The investigators are probing
forward and backward link-
ages. "We are trying to pre-
empt every such incident in
Delhi and expose any local
and foreign network," he
added.

Off icials  f rom the
National Investigation Agency
and the Uttar Pradesh Anti-
Terrorist Squad had on Friday
visited the scene of crime in
Old Seemapuri as multiple
agencies have been working
on the case. 
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A20-year-old woman has
been found dead in

Rohini's Prem Nagar area,
police said on Saturday.   

According to police, a
PCR call was received at the
Prem Nagar Police Station on
Friday regarding the death of
a person, identif ied as
Aashipa. 

During spot inspection,
she was found dead on the
floor and no injury marks

were apparently visible on the
body, a senior police officer
said. 

Based on the circum-
stances, inquest proceedings
have been carried out and the
place of incident was pho-
tographed by a crime team as
well as the forensic team of
Rohini district, the officer
said. 

The body has been sent
for post-mortem and the area
sub-divisional magistrate has
been informed, police said.
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Two persons were killed and
three others injured in the

early hours of Saturday after
they allegedly rammed their
Mercedes car into a moving
truck in Delhi Cantonment
area in southwestern part of the
city, police said.  

Officials said they received
information regarding the acci-
dent on the Dhaula Kuan-
Gurugam stretch at around
2.50 am. Vinod Kumar,
Krishan Solanki, Nitin, Jitender
and Karan Bhardwaj, all resi-
dents of Palam village in south-
west Delhi, were returning
home after attending a wedding
in Faridabad, Haryana, Deputy

Commissioner of Police
(southwest) Gaurav Sharma
said. 

Of these Kumar, the car
owner and driver, and Solanki
died. The other three are
undergoing treatment, police
said. They said the medical
report will ascertain whether
the driver was under the influ-
ence of alcohol at the time of
the accident. 

However, no proof of
drunken driving was received
so far. 

A case has been registered
at the Delhi Cantonment police
station and an investigation is
underway. Teams have been
deployed and CCTV cameras
are being checked, police said. 
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A24-year-old woman was
found dead inside the

house of her friend in north
Delhi's Burari area, police said
on Saturday.

The incident was report-
ed Friday when police received
a call at 7.56 pm informing it
that a woman has been killed
in B-Block of Burari's Kaushik
Enclave, they said. Police
rushed to the spot where caller
Priyanka Bisht said that when
she reached her home in the
evening, she found her friend
Priyanka Saha lying on the
floor of her bedroom, Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(north) Sagar Singh Kalsi said.
Saha's mother said her daugh-
ter had received a call on
Friday afternoon from Aman
Bisht, Priyanka Bisht's hus-
band, police said.  

After the call, Saha told
her mother that she was going
to Aman's home as he wanted
to buy saree for his wife and
needed her help, police said.
Saha went to Aman's house,
and in the evening, her friend
Priyanka saw her body inside
the bedroom and informed
police. 

As of now, it seems like she
was strangulated, however, the
post-mortem report will ascer-
tain the exact cause of death,
police said. 

Saha was a graduate and
was due to get married next
month, police said.

A case under section 302
(murder) of the Indian Penal
Code has been registered at
Burari Police Station and an
investigation is underway, the
DCP said.
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Agroup of poets Saturday
demanded an apology from

Aam Aadmi Party leader Arvind
Kejriwal, accusing him of insult-
ing poets in his rebuttal to his
former party colleague Kumar
Vishwas' allegations that he had
sympathies with pro-Khalistan
elements.  In an open letter, the
poets said they were hurt at
Kejriwal's alleged attempt to
ridicule them and said he should
have used facts to counter the
charge instead of "insulting"
poets. The 40 poets who have
signed the letter include
Gajendra Solanki and Dinesh
Raghuvanshi. 

They also raked up the
charge that Kejriwal had stayed
at the house of an alleged pro-
Khalistan terrorist during the
2017 assembly polls in Punjab
and referred to a fake letter,
which extended support to the
AAP in the ongoing polls, attrib-
uted to proscribed organisation
Sikhs for Justice.
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More than 2,000 Indian
students have been left

stranded in Canada after
abrupt closure of three educa-
tional institutions there.  Taking
note of this development, the
Indian High Commission,
Ottawa, on Saturday advised
Indian citizens to examine the
credentials of the colleges there
before paying fees.

The institutions were
closed reportedly in the wake
of protests by hundreds of
truckers of Canada converging
in Ottawa to protest against
mandatory vaccination for
corona for crossing the US-
Canada border.

Issuing the note of caution,
the Indian embassy assured the
stranded students that it was in
touch with the local authorities
and the elected representatives
to find ways to resolve the issue
at the earliest.  It was learnt that
a majority of affected students
are from Punjab, Haryana and
Gujarat.The students were left
in the lurch reportedly after the
notice of closure of three insti-
tutions run by Rising Phoenix
International Inc in wake of the
ongoing protests in Canada.  

The closure of the colleges
has led to the immigration
status of at least half of them
under threat. The three private
colleges and a recruiting firm
reportedly filed for creditor
protection in mid-January and
allegedly claimed the financial
crisis occurred due to the ongo-
ing corona pandemic.  

Meanwhile, spending lakhs
of rupees on fee and travel, the
students have lost their student

status and their visa and other
documents have become
invalid, reports indicated.

According to informa-
tion, 1,173 students were study-
ing in person at the three col-
leges in Montreal while 637
were pursuing online classes
from home in Punjab and
other places. They had been
eagerly awaiting on-campus
learning to begin to shift base
to Canada. While some of the
parents lost their life’s savings,
others had raised loans to send
their wards abroad.

“The High Commission
has been approached by sever-
al students from India who
were enrolled in the three insti-
tutions run by Rising Phoenix
International Inc, namely, M
College H Montreal, CED
College in Sherbrooke and
CCSQ College in Longueuil, all
in the province of Quebec,
Canada, and who have been
affected by the notice of closure
of these institutions,” the advi-
sory said on Friday. 

The High Commission was

in close contact with the federal
Government of Canada, the
provincial Government of
Quebec province as well as
elected Canadian representa-
tives from the Indian commu-
nity to provide support to the
affected students and for the
resolution of this issue.

Students were also
informed that the Canadian
authorities were giving grace
period to the affected ones to
take admission in other insti-
tutions. The advisory said if the
students find any difficulty in
reimbursement of their fees or
transfer of fees, they may file a
complaint with the Ministry of
Higher Education,
Government of Quebec.

“The provincial
Government of Quebec has
advised that the affected stu-
dents may directly contact the
institutions where they are reg-
istered, and in the event that
they find any difficulty in reim-
bursement of their fees or trans-
fer of fees, they may file a com-
plaint with Ministry of Higher

Education, Government of
Quebec,” it said.

“Students from India plan-
ning higher studies in Canada
are again advised to make
thorough checks of the cre-
dentials and standing of the
institution where they are seek-
ing admission before making
any payment to such institu-
tions. Please demand a certifi-
cate of recognition by the
C a n a d i a n / p r o v i n c i a l
Government from the institu-
tions and verify the institution
selected is included in the list
of designated learning institu-
tions published on the
Government of Canada web-
site. Students should not make
any payments or reveal their
personal information to any
unverified person/ institution
offering students visa on pay-
ment,” the advisory said.

Indian students in Canada
or those planning to travel to
Canada are advised to register
online with their nearest Indian
Mission or Post on the
MADAD portal.
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Samajwadi Party faces an
uphill task of regaining its

erstwhile bastion from Kasganj
to Kannauj as Uttar Pradesh
Assembly elections enter its
most crucial third phase.

This phase will cover 59
constituencies spread across
16 districts in central and
south-central parts of the State
on February 20. Akhilesh
Yadav is also in the fray from
Karhal Assembly seat in the
third phase seeking election to
Assembly for the first time.

Almost half the seats going
to the polls are what is called
the real cow belt in State poli-
tics. The region spread between
Firozabad to Kannauj is a tra-
ditional Samajwadi Party (SP)
bastion comprising 29 seats.
The majority of them have a
high concentration of Yadav
voters.

In these eight districts, the
BJP had done exceedingly well
in 2017, winning all but five
seats. All eight seats in Etah,
Kasganj went to the BJP and
the party also won all three in
Kannauj and Auriya. Mainpuri
was the only district where the
SP could retain three out of
four seats.

In Firozabad, the SP man-
aged to win just one seat —
Sirsaganj. Hariom Yadav, the
sitting SP MLA, is now in the
fray as a BJP candidate. The
BJP inflicted the unkindest cut
of all on the SP in Etawah,
Mulayam Singh’s hometown
where the BJP managed to
win two out of the three seats.
Only Akhilesh’s uncle Shivpal
Yadav could manage to survive
the BJP wave in Jaswantnagar.

The SP chief Akhilesh
attempting a course correction
has tried to set his house in
order by reaching out to his
estranged uncle Shivpal.  The
SP has persuaded Shivpal to
contest election on its symbol
thus confining him to his own
constituency. This time
Akhilesh has also restricted the
influence of his family mem-

bers in ticket distribution.
Though the SP has tried to

win over non-Yadav OBCs, its
ability to wean away this sec-
tion of voters would be put to
test in this phase. The area from
Kasganj to Kannauj has a fair
population of non-Yadav back-
ward communities like Lodha,
Maurya, Shakya, Baghel, and
Kushwaha. All these caste
groups have been effectively
mobilised by the BJP in the last
seven years to create a formi-
dable social coalition.

Akhilesh has been promis-
ing to hold a caste census in UP
if his party wins in this election.
The underlying message of
this plank is for backward
communities at large where a
new debate has been triggered
with the BJP Government
extending the benefits of reser-

vations to the economically
weaker sections of the upper
castes in government jobs and
educational institutions.

The competing SP-BJP
narratives are put to test in dis-
tricts like Etah. Kalyan Singh’s
legacy still has resonance
among the Lodha-Rajput vot-
ers in four Assembly segments
here. One seat is reserved, and
in the other three SP has given
tickets to Yadav candidates.
The BJP has been more diverse
in its ticket allocation as it has
sought to accommodate both
Lodha and Shakya communi-
ties.

The BJP’s pitch on surak-
sha and law-and-order is also
drafted to send a subtle mes-
sage to have-nots in the back-
ward blocks vis a vis the better
offs like the Yadavs and
Kurmis.

The BJP has also sought to
micromanage its campaign in
UP, focusing especially on seats
which it won by a narrow
margin. For instance, the party
held Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s rally in Patiyali. The seat
which has over 1 lakh Muslim
voters was won by the BJP by
a very narrow margin in 2017.
The BJP followed the Modi
rally with another election
meeting by Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath.

The SP would also be test-
ed in the Bundelkhand region
where the BJP won all 13 seats
which are going to the polls in
this phase. Except for Jalaun,
the SP has been weak in the
Jhansi division.
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Battle lines are drawn in the
border State of Punjab for

the multi-party contest on
Sunday for all the 117 seats.

Chief Electoral Officer
(CEO) S Karuna Raju on
Saturday said all arrangements
have been made to ensure free,
fair, and peaceful elections in
the State. He said that total State
machinery is working round
the clock to ensure peaceful,
free, and fair elections. 

Raju said that as many as
2,14,99,804 electorates, includ-
ing 1,12,98,081 males,
1,02,00,996 females, and 727
transgenders. There are 1,304
candidates — 1209 males, 93
women and two transgenders
are in the fray in 117 con-
stituencies, he added.  

He said 231 candidates are
from national parties, 250 from
State parties, 362 from unrecog-
nised parties and 461 are inde-

pendent candidates. He said that
as many as 315 contesting can-
didates are with criminal
antecedents.

The CEO said that 24,689
polling stations and 51 auxil-
iary polling stations have been
established at 14,684 polling
station locations of which 2,013
are identified as critical, while
2,952 are vulnerable pockets.
He informed that there would
be 1,196 model polling stations,

196 women managed polling
stations and 70 PwD managed
polling stations. He said that
webcasting of all the polling
stations is being done.  

Apart from three Special
State Observers, the ECI has
appointed 65 General
Observers, 50 Expenditure
Observers and 29 Police
Observers to keep a keen eye
on poll conduct. 

Continued on Page 6

%����&���	�	����	�����
���	�'���	�����	��	�

�(�  �"�&)"(�"�� (�)����*+

Facing allegations of har-
bouring separatist ideas,

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal dedicated 12,430 new
classrooms to the children of
Delhi and derided those who
called him a “terrorist” sym-
pathiser.

“We had planned for
11,000 classrooms but ended
up building 12,430 high-tech
classrooms across 240 schools
in just 3 years. This is what hap-
pens when you elect an honest
Government. The man these
corrupt leaders call a terrorist
has built 12,430 classrooms
today; he is fulfilling the
dreams of Babasaheb and
Bhagat Singh. These politi-
cians can continue to call me a
terrorist and I will continue ter-
rorising their sleep by building
world-class schools & hospitals
for the poor,” he said.

Kejriwal said the schools

will blur the fault-lines of caste
and class as children of 
rickshaw-pullers and labourers
will sit on the same desk as
those of officers and judges.

“We’ve built over 20,000
new classrooms in Delhi in the
last 7 years. All the State
Governments and the Centre
together haven’t even come
close to the figure. On average
a school has 50 rooms; we can
consider that we’ve built 250
new schools with these 12,430
classrooms. Had this country
met our standard of education
75 years back, this society
would’ve touched great
heights,” he said.

Kejriwal said his
Government will do its best to
build schools and hospitals on
the Delhi model in other States
as well. “Open offer to all par-
ties, if you want to revolutionise
education and healthcare, the
Delhi Government will happi-
ly loan you Manish Sisodia and

Satyendar Jain. Politicians fear
good schools; if the country has
good schools the politics of
caste and religion would get
killed. Our Government school
students won’t vote on caste
and religion but nation-build-
ing and progress,” he said.

Kejriwal said these schools
will act as cradles of staunch
Deshbhakts. “Bhagat Singh
gave the slogan of ‘Inquilab
Zindabad’; today I give the slo-
gan of ‘Inquilab Zindabad,
Shiksha Kranti Zindabad,” he

said.
At the same time, Sisodia

said the Delhi Government is
the only Government in India
to spend one-fourth of its
Budget on education. The
Delhi Government’s schools
boast of better infrastructure
than private schools today, he
said, adding that the State
Government has created infra-
structure but it is now the duty
of every student and teacher to
convert these buildings into
flourishing schools.

Sisodia said 3,70,000 stu-
dents have switched from elite
private schools to Delhi’s
Government schools.

Besides Sisodia, PWD
Minister and Satyendar Jain
senior officials, including the
Education Secretary and
Education Director, were pre-
sent in the inauguration cere-
mony organised at Sarvodaya
Kanya Vidyalaya, Rajokri,
Delhi. 
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The Union Home Ministry
on Saturday decided to

grant “Y” category security
cover to former Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) leader Kumar
Vishwas. The move comes after
the Home Ministry reviewed
the threat perception and secu-
rity risks of Vishwas based on
intelligence inputs in the wake
of his allegations against AAP
convener and Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal.

After the review, it was
decided to give Vishwas “Y”
category security through the
Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF), sources said.

Under the “Y” category
security, Vishwas, as a pro-
tectee, will be secured by four
personal security officers of the
CRPF on a 24/7 basis.

Continued on Page 6
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The lower severity of the
Omicron variant combined

with high vaccine coverage in
some countries is “driving a
dangerous narrative that the
pandemic is over”, World
Health Organization chief
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
warned on Saturday.

“But it’s not,” he said dur-
ing a live session at the Munich
Security Conference 2022, cur-
rently underway in the German
city. Ending the pandemic
“must be the focus” of the
world, he stressed.

His comments come amid
new lab studies that have
revealed that Omicron sub-
variant BA.2 could cause severe
illness like Delta and previously
identified Covid-19 variants.

Various countries, includ-
ing India, have started easing
restrictions citing decline in
cases.

However, the WHO chief
said, “conditions are now “ideal

for more transmissible, more
dangerous variants” of the virus
to emerge.”

Offering his assessment of
the pandemic that has explod-
ed, receded, and exploded
again, Ghebreyesus said, “I’m
sure when we met two years
ago, when we were all coming
to grips with the spread of this
new virus, that none of us
would have imagined we would
now be entering the third year
of the pandemic.”

“In fact, the conditions are
ideal for more transmissible,
more dangerous variants to
emerge. But we can end the
Covid pandemic as a global
health emergency this year,” he
cautioned.

“Not when 70,000 people a
week are dying from a pre-
ventable and treatable disease.
Not when 83 per cent of the
population of Africa is yet to
receive a single dose of vaccine.
Not when health systems con-
tinue to strain and crack under
the caseload. Not when we have

a highly transmissible virus
circulating almost unchecked,
with too little surveillance to
track its evolution,” he said.

All is not grim, however.
“We have the tools. We have the
know-how” to end the pan-
demic, Ghebreyesus said,
adding, “In particular, we are
calling on all countries to fill
the urgent financing gap of $16
billion for the ACT Accelerator,
to make vaccines, tests, treat-
ments, and personal protective
equipment available every-

where.”
The chief of the global

health body spoke of a three-
pronged approach that may
help arrest the pandemic.

“Stronger governance:
Instead of the confusion and
incoherence that has fueled
this pandemic; we need coop-
eration and collaboration in the
face of common threats.
Stronger systems and tools:
We need stronger systems and
tools to prevent, detect, and
respond rapidly to epidemics
and pandemics. Stronger
financing: It’s obvious that
nationally and globally, we
need substantial resources for
strengthening global health
security,” it said.

The coronavirus pandem-
ic, which began with infections
being first reported from China
in 2019, swept the world and
locked it down in less than six
months. The virus has since
evolved, mutated, killed mil-
lions globally and infected
many more.
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Moscow: Pro-Russia separatist
leaders in eastern Ukraine
ordered a full military mobili-
sation on Saturday, while
Western leaders made increas-
ingly dire warnings that a
Russia invasion of its neighbour
appeared imminent.  

In new signs of fears that a
war could start within days,
Germany and Austria told their
citizens to leave Ukraine.
German air carrier Lufthansa
cancelled flights to the capital,
Kyiv, and to Odessa, a Black Sea
port that could be a key target
in an invasion. NATO’s
liaison office in Kyiv said it was
relocating staff to Brussels and
to the western Ukraine city of
Lviv. 

Meanwhile, top Ukrainian
military officials came under a
shelling attack during a tour of
the front of the nearly eight-
year separatist conflict in east-
ern Ukraine.

The officials fled to a bomb
shelter before hustling from the
area, according to a journalist

from The Associated Press who
was on the tour.

Violence in eastern Ukraine
has spiked in recent days as
Ukraine and the two regions
held by the rebels each accused
the other of escalation. Russia
on Saturday said at least two
shells fired from a govern-
ment-held part of eastern
Ukraine landed across the bor-
der, but Ukrainian Foreign
Minister Dmytro Kuleba dis-
missed claim as “a fake state-
ment”.

Sporadic violence has bro-

ken out for years along the line
separating Ukrainian forces
from the Russia-backed rebels,
but the recent shelling and
bombing spike could set off a
full-scale war. The
United States and many
European countries have
alleged for months that Russia,
which has moved about
150,000 troops near the
Ukrainian border, is trying to
create pretexts to invade.

“They are uncoiling and
are now poised to strike,” US
Secretary of Defence Lloyd

Austin said Saturday during a
visit to Lithuania. US Vice
President Kamala Harris met
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy at the
Munich Security Conference
on Saturday, opening the meet-
ing by saying the world was at
“a decisive moment in 
history”. 

Zelenskyy suggested that the
West bore some responsibility
by not responding more force-
fully when Russia annexed
Ukraine’s Crimea Peninsula in
2014. “When a bomb
crater appears in the school
yard, children have a question
— has the world forgotten its
mistakes of the 20th century?
What attempts at appeasement
lead to?” the Ukrainian leader
said.

Earlier Saturday, Denis
Pushilin, the head of the pro-
Russia separatist government in
Ukraine’s Donetsk region, cited
an “immediate threat of aggres-
sion” from Ukrainian forces in
his announcement. AP
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Aday before 55 Assembly
constituencies are to go to

polls in Uttar Pradesh, the BJP
on Saturday alleged a direct
connection between the con-
victs of the 2008 Ahmedabad
serial blasts and the Samajwadi
Party (SP) in UP.

Dubbing the  Opposition
as a terrorist sympathiser, BJP
leader and Union Minister
Anurag Thakur shared pho-
tographs proving that the fam-
ily member of a convict was
associated with SP chief
Akhilesh Yadav.

"One of the 49 convicts of
the deadly serial blasts in
Ahmedabad is Mohammad
Saif, son of Samajwadi Party
leader Shahbad Ahmed," said
Thakur, sharing photos of then
UP Chief Minister Akhilesh
Yadav with Ahmed. "Did
Akhilesh call him over biryani'

His son was the mastermind
and involved in the blasts," he
stated. Thakur stated that not
only was SP associated with
convicts of the 2008
Ahmedabad blasts, but they
also appealed to the courts to
withdraw cases against some of
them. Citing the court's
response to a petition by the
Akhilesh-led government in
2014, Thakur said, "Now you
are withdrawing cases against
them, tomorrow will you award
them the Padma Bhushan?"

The BJP leader alleged,
"The SP grants protection to
terrorists, therefore, PM Modi
referred to their red caps as 'red

alerts for UP'.
He said they  raise ques-

tions against the police and are
not "Samajwadi but Samaj
Virodhi.

"We haven't forgotten the
Batla House encounter. We are
well aware of SP's affection
towards terrorists. There is a
clear cut connection between
the SP and the Ahmedabad
blasts convicts", said the BJP
leader

On Friday, a court in
Gujarat awarded death sen-
tences to 38 convicts of the ser-
ial blasts that killed 56 people
and injured over 200 in the
state capital in 2008.
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Informing that 75 Bio-CNG
plants are to be set-up in the

country, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Saturday
inaugurated the "Gobar-Dhan
(Bio-CNG) Plant", the biggest
in Asia, in Indore, Madhya
Pradesh.

Launching the plant
through video conferencing,
Modi said the plant will clear
"hills of garbage", free land to
be converted into green zone ,
reduce carbon and specifical-
ly produce 17,000 to 18,000 kg
CNG and 100 tonne bio-
manure daily.

The CNG produced by the
plant can  run 400 buses, he
said.

The Prime Minister
emphasized that the initiative
will help make the cities of the
country clean, pollution-free
and take them towards clean
energy.

"This would be circular
economy..", he said and point-

ed out that "the country today
blending 8 percent ethanol in
petrol which was only one
percent before 2014 and the
blending has increased from 40
crore liters to 300 crore liters."

It is also helping the cane
growers in the country, said the
Prime  Minister.

"Lakhs of tonnes of garbage
occupied thousands of acres of
land for decades in cities across
the country that caused air and
water pollution, which is a
major reason for the spread of
diseases," the Prime Minister
said adding the government is
making efforts to free thou-
sands of acres of land in the
country's urban areas from
piles of garbage, which was
being dumped there for
decades, and convert these
places into green zones in the
next couple of years. 

He said the garbage dis-
posal capacity of the urban
areas in the country has
increased by four times since
2014. 

The Prime Minister start-
ed his address with paying
tributes to Rani Ahilyabai and
recalling her link with the city
of Indore. He said that mention
of Indore reminds of Devi
Ahiliyabai Holker and her
sense of service.

Modi said Indore has sown
country the way by clearing
"garbage hill" and freeing 100
acres of land from it and con-
verting it into a green zone.

Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan attended the function
virtually.

According to the Prime
Minister's Office , Modi recent-
ly launched the Swachh Bharat
Mission Urban 2.0. The vision
behind the mission is "Garbage
Free Cities" it is being imple-
mented under the overarching
principles of "waste to wealth"
and "circular economy" for
maximizing resource recovery
- both of which are exemplified
in the Indore Bio-CNG 
plant.
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The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Saturday

conducted searches at multiple
locations across Jammu and
Kashmir, and Rajasthan in
connection with the probe into
the J&K terrorism conspiracy
case.

The NIA conducted
searches at eight locations in
districts Sopore, Kupwara,
Shopian, Rajouri, Budgam,
Ganderbal of Jammu and
Kashmir and Jodhpur district
of Rajasthan in the case, the
NIA said in a statement.

The case relates to plan-
ning and conspiracy for under-
taking violent terrorist acts in
Jammu and Kashmir, and other
major cities including New
Delhi by cadres of proscribed
terrorist organisations Laskhar-
e-Tayabba (LeT), Jaish-e-

Mohammed (JeM), Hizb-ul-
Mujahideen (HM), Al Badr
and their affiliates like The
Resistance Front (TRF) and
People Against Fascist Forces
(PAFF) among others.

The NIA has arrested 28
accused persons in the case till
so far.

“During the searches, var-
ious incriminating documents,
digital devices, SIM cards and
digital storage devices have
been seized,” it said, adding fur-
ther investigation in the case is
continuing.
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In a special drive aimed at
helping farmers, Prime

Minister Narendra Modi on
Friday flagged off “100 Kisan
drones” in different parts of
the country including poll
bound States-Uttar Pradesh,
Punjab and Goa--for spraying
pesticides and other farm
materials and assured full
government support to the
drone technolog y 
startups.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Modi noted that ‘kisan
drones’ are the beginning of
a new revolution and India
will soon emerge as a global
leader in the sector. Farmers
can use high-capacity drones
in the coming times to trans-
port their produce like fruits,
vegetables and flowers to
markets in a minimal time,
boosting their income.

The prime minister said a

new culture of drone start-ups
is getting ready in India.
Their numbers will soon be in
thousands from over 200 now,
leading to the generation of
employment opportunities on
a massive scale.

He said his government
will ensure that there is no
impediment in the sector's
development and has already
undertaken several reforms
and policy measures to facil-
itate its rise. This is an exam-
ple of how high the country
can fly if policies are right,
Modi said, noting that drones
were mostly associated with
the defence sector until a few
years back.

The prime minister said
his government did not waste
time on apprehensions about
opening up the drone sector
but trusted India's young tal-
ent and moved ahead with a
new mindset. He said his
government has given prior-

ity to technology and inno-
vations in the Budget and pol-
icy measures.

“From the announce-
ments made in this budget to
other policy decisions, the
country has openly given pri-
ority to technology and inno-
vation. Its results are in front
of us today. In the present
times, we are witnessing the
diverse uses of the drones.
During the Beating Retreat,
the entire nation witnessed a
spectacular display of 1000
drones,” the prime minister
said.

This is a new chapter in
providing modern farming
facilities in the 21st century,
and not only will it prove to
be a milestone in the devel-
opment of the drone sector
but also open infinite possi-
bilities, he said. The prime
minister said that Garud aero-
space has set a goal of devel-
oping one lakh Made in India

drones in the next two years.
This will generate new jobs
and new opportunities for
several youngsters. I congrat-
ulate the team of Garuda
Aerospace and all my young
friends for this accomplish-
ment.

“Under “swamitva
yojana”, land records are being
documented through drone
technology, medics, vaccines
are being supplied to various
parts of the country and it is
also being used for  sprinkling
pesticides etc on crops,” the
prime minister said.

Later in a tweet, the Prime
Minister said; "Glad to have
witnessed Kisan Drones in
action at 100 places across the
country. This is a commend-
able initiative by a vibrant
start-up, @garuda_india.
Innovative technology will
empower our farmers and
make agriculture more prof-
itable."
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The Supreme Court has
scrapped the condition

imposed by Maharashtra
authorities that limited the
number of female and male
performers in orchestra bars to
four each, saying rules based on
gender stereotypes have no
place in the society.

“While the overall limit of
performers in any given per-
formance cannot exceed eight,
the composition (i.e., all-
female, majority female or
male, or vice versa) can be of
any combination,” it said in an
order.

A bench of justices K M
Joseph and S Ravindra Bhat,
which set aside the Bombay
High Court judgement, said the
“gender-cap” appears to be the
product of a stereotypical view
that women who perform in
bars and establishments belong
to a certain class of society.

The High Court had
rejected a plea against the
licence condition to keep only
four women and four male

singers or artistes on the stage
of the orchestra bars.

The top court said that the
cap directly transgresses the
fundamental rights of the per-
formers as well as the licence
owners under Article 15 (1)
and Article 19 (1) (g) of the
Constitution.

“As the authorities of this
court have repeatedly empha-
sised, whenever challenges
arise, particularly based on
gender, it is the task of the
judges to scrutinise closely,
whether, if and the extent to
which the impugned practices
or rules or norms are rooted in
historical prejudice, gender
stereotypes and paternalism.

“Such attitudes have no
place in our society; recent
developments have highlight-
ed areas hitherto considered
exclusive male ‘bastions’ such
as employment in the armed
forces, are no longer so.

“Similarly, in the present
case, this court holds that the
gender cap imposed by the
impugned condition is void,”
the bench said.

&(��� (�)����*+

The power to quash criminal
proceedings should be

exercised very sparingly and
with circumspection and that
too in the rarest of rare cases,
the Supreme Court has said.

A bench of Justices B R
Gavai and S Ravindra Bhat
made the observation while
quashing a case of forgery and
cheating against three indi-
viduals in a property dispute.

“This court has cautioned
that, power to quash criminal
proceedings should be exer-
cised very sparingly and with
circumspection and that too in
the rarest of rare cases, it has
specified certain category of
cases wherein such power can
be exercised for quashing pro-
ceedings,” the bench said.

The apex court said that
one of the categories where this
power can be used is where a
criminal proceeding is mani-
festly mala fide or maliciously
instituted with an ulterior
motive for wreaking vengeance
on the accused and with a view

to spite him due to private and
personal grudge.

The top court said that in
the present case, the complaint
has been filed against the
accused with an ulterior motive
of harassing the appellants.
The apex court said that the
magistrate while passing the
order under Section 156 (3) of
the CrPC has totally failed to
consider the law laid down by
the highest court.

The power under Section
156 (3) of the Criminal
Procedure Code, 1973 (CrPC)
can be exercised by the magis-
trate to direct the police to con-
duct investigation only in
respect of a cognisable offence.

“In any case, when the
complaint was not supported
by an affidavit, the Magistrate
ought not to have entertained
the application under Section
156 (3) of the CrPC.  “We are,
therefore, of the considered
view that, continuation of the
present proceedings would
amount to nothing but an
abuse of process of law,” the
bench said.
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The Election Commission
(EC) on Saturday ordered

the Chief Electoral Officer of
Telangana to register a case
against BJP MLA T Raja
Singh for threatening people
to vote for his party in Uttar
Pradesh. The Commission
also censured him and barred
him from campaigning for
the next 72 hours. Earlier this
week, the poll panel had cited
a video clip of Singh's pur-
ported remarks 
whi le  issuing him the 
notice.

"...therefore, Commission
without prejudice to any
order/notice issued or to be
issued in the matter, hereby,
depores the impugned state-
ments made by T Raja Singh,
member of  Telangana
Legislatve Assembly from
Bharatiya Janata Party and

censures him for the violation
of model code of conduct.
Commission hereby orders
CEO, Telangana to register
FIR under relevant sections
of  IPC and the
Representation of the People
Act  1951,”  read the 
order.

The Commission further
ordered prohibiting him from
holding any public meetings,
public processions, rallies,
road shows and interviews ,
public utterances in media in
connection with ongoing
elections for 72 hours from
6pm on February 19.

In a video after the sec-
ond phase of polling held in
UP, he warned those voting
against Yogi Adityanath’s gov-
ernment, that they would be
identified and made to leave
the State if BJP wins the elec-
tion. Singh has failed to reply
the EC notice despite giving

more time. The Commission
has asked to file within 24
hours but his lawyer sought
time by February 21. On
which the Commission given
extension to 
submit his reply by February
19. 

“The Commission has
again seen the video record-
ing of the impugned state-
ment and observed that being
a public representative such
statementsmade by Raja
Singh are utterly irresponsi-
ble and intimidating to the
voters that have the under-
tone and propensity to undue
influence the elections in
UP,” it said. 

The Commission also
observed that due to fast dis-
semination of information
in this digital age, the state-
ment made are not confined
to the place of its occur-
rence.
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Two jawans of the Indian
army sacrificed their lives

in the line of duty during an
encounter in which one
Lashkar-e- Tayyeba(LeT) ter-
rorist was also eliminated in the
South Kashmir district of
Shopian on Saturday.

The army jawans received
grievous bullet injuries while
they were ascertaining the
whereabouts of the hiding ter-
rorists in village Chermarg
Zainapora of Shopian. The
house owner, where these ter-
rorists were hiding, deliberate-
ly misled the security forces
and provided terrorists the
opportunity to cause collater-
al damage.

According to a police
spokesman,  "a joint cordon
and search operation was
launched by Police, 1stRR and
178Bn CRPF in village
Chermarg Zainapora area of

Shopian after receiving inputs
about the presence of terrorists
in the area late last night".

"During the operation, a
cluster of houses were taken
into cordon and the process of
evacuating civilians was initi-
ated. During the process, as the
search party started searching
house belonging to Gowhar
Ahmad Bhat, the house-owner
intentionally misled the search
party and denied sheltering the
terrorist in his house". "While
questioning the said person, a
terrorist hiding in his house
opened fire on the search party
resulting in grievous injuries to
two Army Jawans. The fire was
retaliated effectively leading to
an encounter. The injured
Jawans were immediately evac-
uated to hospital for treatment
however; both of them suc-
cumbed to their injuries and
attained martyrdom", police
spokesman added.

In the ensuing encounter,

the hiding terrorist was killed
and his body was retrieved
from the site of encounter. He
has been identified as Abdul
Qayoom Dar son of Ghulam
Mohi-ud-din Dar resident of
Laroo Kakapora Pulwama and
linked with proscribed terror
outfit LeT.

As per police records, the
killed terrorist had a history of
terror crime cases as he was
working as terrorist associate
before joining terror ranks.
His house was also being used
as hideout for terrorists and in
April-2020 an encounter took
place in his house & subse-
quently he was booked under
PSA. Post his release in August-
2021, he continuously kept on
working as an associate for
active terrorists. Earlier this
week, SSP Pulwama officially
intimated that he had left house
and joined terror folds of LeT
outfit. Consequently he was
listed as “C” category terrorist.
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Ravish Tiwari, National
Political Editor and Chief

of National Bureau of The
Indian Express, whose work
blended scholarship with jour-
nalistic rigour to explain
change in politics and society,
died Saturday morning. 

He had been suffering
from cancer since June 2020.
He was 40 and is survived by
his wife, his parents and a

brother. 
Condoling his death,

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi tweeted, “Destiny has
taken away Ravish Tiwari too
soon. A bright career in the
media world comes to an end.
I would enjoy reading his
reports and would also peri-
odically interact with him. He
was insightful and humble.
Condolences to his family and
many friends. Om 
Shanti.”
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Governor Arif Mohammed
Khan has opened the can

of a major scam in Kerala
which could rock both the
ruling LDF and the opposition
UDF in the State. “Personal
staff of ministers are appoint-
ed from the party cadres for a
period of two years. After every
two years, new party cadres
take over their position. These
personal staff are eligible for
full Government pension after
two years and this is paid from
the State exchequer. Each min-
ister has a minimum of 25 per-
sonal staff members and this is
gross violation of democratic
principles,” said Arif
Mohammed Khan at
Thiruvananthapuram airport
before boarding his flight to
New Delhi. He also said that he
would pursue this matter in all
its seriousness as both the
Fronts were following this pat-
tern to strengthen party funds
and keep the cadres engaged
using public money. The lead-
ers of the CPI(M), CPI and the
Congress retaliated immedi-
ately accusing the Governor of
playing “third-grade” politics in
Kerala.  

The fact that Kerala con-
tinues to speak about the dis-
closures made by the Governor
even hours after he left for the
national capital speaks volume
about the seriousness of the
controversy. “He has full details
of what has been going on in
the State for years. If he dis-
closes more details, the party
leaders are in for major embar-
rassment,” said an intelligence
official on condition that his
name would not be revealed.

“A part of the money
earned by the personal staff
would reach the political par-
ties as levy. The pension they
get after 2 years of service is
equivalent or more than that of
government officials who has
put in more thanthree decades
of service. This is the money of
the people  and this is a co-ter-
minus scam,” said Arif
Mohammed Khan. On a con-
servative estimate, each minis-

ter helps 50 party cadres dur-
ing his/her tenure. Kerala has
21 ministers and they offer jobs
to 1050 party cadres during the
five-year life of the ministry.

Immediately after the
Governor’s disclosure, at the
airport, Leader of the
Opposition V D satheeshan,
KPCC President K Sudhakaran
MP, and CPI Secretary Kanam
Rajendran convened press
meets and  unleashed furious
attacks on the Governor. “He
has no business to comment on
the appointment of personal
staff of ministers. The
Governor has become the BJP’s
spokesman in Kerala,” said
Sudhakaran.

While addressing the
media at the airport, one of the
scribes had asked the Governor
about his response to
Satheeshan’s behaviour in the
House on Friday to which Arif
Mohammed Khan said: “The
Leader of the Opposition is
immature and he should learn
how to behave himself. Perhaps
it would be better if he follows
the footsteps of his predeces-
sors Oommen Chandi and
Ramesh Chennithala.”

The Governor said that
his decision to appoint a vet-
eran journalist as his special
assistant is his own decision
and the latter was not a politi-
cal activist. “It was after he left
his association with the polit-
ical party that he was appoint-
ed in Raj Bhavan. The State
Government should  not feel
that it could administer and
control Raj Bhavan,” said Arif
Mohammed Khan.
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Amid the continued
exchange of charges and

counter-charges between him
and former BJP MP Kirit
Somaiya, Shiv Sena’s MP and
chief spokesperson Sanjay Raut
on Saturday not only warned
BJP leader and Union Minister
Narayan Rane of severe reper-
cussions for “threatening” the
Thackeray family, but also
threatened to “expose” a major
scandal involving the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
which is being “used” by the
BJP to topple the MVA
Government.

Two days after he alleged
that Somaiya had “extorted” Rs
400 crore by collecting any-
where from Rs 25 to 50 lakh
from 423 people by promising
houses in Slum Rehabilitation
Authority (SRA) project at
Powai in north-east Mumbai,

Raut hit back at Rane for hand-
ing out to threats to the
Thackeray family that the ED
would be issuing notices to four
persons in Matoshri, the offi-
cial residence of Maharashtra
Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray.

Talking to media persons,
Raut said: “Narayan Rane is
threatening us that he has our
horoscopes. I want to tell him:
Stop giving this kind of threats.
We too have your horoscopes.
You may be the Union Minister
but this is Maharashtra. Don't
forget this. We are your 'baap',
you very well 
know what that 
means”.

“You may use ED and
Income Tax departments
against us. But, we are not
going to be scared. .. Next week,
we will come out a with a big
scandal involving ED,” Raut
said.
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US President Joe Biden has
said that he is convinced

and has reason to believe that
Russian forces will attack
Ukraine, including its capital
Kyiv, in the coming week,
warning that Russia will be
responsible for a "catastrophic
and needless war of choice" if
it pursues its plans.

Biden's comments came
amid heightened tensions
between Russia and the US,
fuelled by fears that Moscow
plans to invade Ukraine. Russia
has repeatedly denied that it

has plans to attack Ukraine.
Giving an update to

reporters from the Roosevelt
Room of the White House,
Biden on Friday said the US is
doing everything in its power
to remove any reason that
Russia may give to justify

invading Ukraine and prevent
them from moving.

"Look, we have reason to
believe the Russian forces are
planning to and intend to
attack Ukraine in the coming
week -- in the coming days. We
believe that they will target
Ukraine's capital, Kyiv, a city of
2.8 million innocent people,"
Biden said.

"Make no mistake: If Russia
pursues its plans, it will be
responsible for a catastrophic
and needless war of choice. The
United States and our allies are
prepared to defend every inch
of NATO territory from any

threat to our collective securi-
ty as well," he said.

Biden said that he is con-
vinced that Russia is going to
invade Ukraine.

He ruled out sending
troops in to fight in Ukraine
but said the US will continue to
support the Ukrainian people.

Responding to a question if
he thinks it is wise for the
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy to leave Ukraine if an
invasion is as imminent as the
US, Biden said, "that's a judg-
ment for him to make and a
determination as to whether or
not. I've spoken with Zelenskyy

a dozen times -- maybe more,
I don't know."

Biden said that the US and
its allies and partners will sup-
port the Ukrainian people.   "We
will hold Russia accountable for
its actions. The West is united
and resolved.  We're ready to
impose severe sanctions on
Russia if it further invades
Ukraine," he said.

"But I say again: Russia can
still choose diplomacy. It is not
too late to de-escalate and return
to the negotiating table," he said.

Noting that US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken and
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey

Lavrov have agreed to meet on
February 24, Biden said if Russia
takes military action before that
date, it will be clear that they
have slammed the door shut on
diplomacy.

"They will have chosen war,
and they will pay a steep price
for doing so -- not only from the
sanctions that we and our allies
will impose on Russia, but the
moral outrage that the rest of the
world will visit upon them," he
said.

On Friday, Russia
announced nuclear drills, even
as leaders of nations from the
West looked for ways to ease the

tensions.
UN Secretary General

Antonio Guterres on Friday
warned that it would be "cata-
strophic" if the Russia-Ukraine
conflict escalated into a war,
while underlining that there
was "no alternative to diplo-
macy."

Biden on Thursday said
that the threat of Russian inva-
sion of Ukraine is very high
right now.

"It's very high because they
(Russia) have not moved out
troops, number one. Number
two, we're briefed that they are
engaged in false flag opera-

tions," he had said.
The US on Thursday told

the UN Security Council that
its information indicates clear-
ly that over 150,000 Russian
forces amassed around
Ukraine's borders are prepar-
ing to attack Ukraine "in the
coming days" and Moscow
"plans to manufacture a pre-
text" for its strike.US Secretary
of State Antony Blinken, in his
address to the Security Council,
said over the past months,
without "provocation or justifi-
cation", Russia has amassed
more than 150,000 troops
around Ukraine's borders.
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Vice President Kamala
Harris warned Russia on

Saturday that it will face
"unprecedented" financial
penalties if it invades Ukraine
and predicted that such an
attack would draw European
allies closer to the United States.

The world is at "a decisive
moment in history," she told
Ukraine's president, who said he
just wants peace for his nation.
Harris spoke at the annual
Munich Security Conference
the day after President Joe
Biden said he was "convinced"
that Russia's Vladimir Putin has
made the decision to invade
neighbouring Ukraine.

"Let me be clear, I can say
with absolute certainty: If Russia

further invades Ukraine, the
United States, together with
our allies and partners, will
impose significant, and
unprecedented economic costs,"
Harris said. Harris aimed to
make the case to a largely
European audience that the
West has "strength through
unity" and that an invasion
would likely lead to an even big-
ger NATO presence on Russia's
doorstep. 

Later, at the start of a meet-
ing with Ukraine's leader, Harris
called it "a decisive moment in
history" and told Volodymyr
Zelenskyy, "Any threat to your
country we take seriously."

He responded: "We clearly
understand what is going on.
This is our land. We want
peace." 

He also said he needs
Western allies to take "specific
steps," alluding to Ukraine's
requests for even more military
and economic assistance.
Zelensky also noted that with
Russian troops at his country's
borders, Ukraine's army is in
fact "defending all of Europe."

*���	'� !�6"��	!�>�) ��&���
C��&��	'	1��$ $�!��	!
�	'� �
;;�<
���$���8�&��!	

�&�� =+�(+6��

US Secretary of Defense
Lloyd Austin assured the

three Baltic nations Saturday
that they would not be on their
own if faced with security
threats from Russia, but he
stopped short of promising a
permanent deployment of
American troops in the former
Soviet republics.

Austin was in Lithuania as
a massive Russian troop
buildup and other actions have
Western officials saying that
Moscow could invade Ukraine
at any time, although Russia
has denied planning an inva-
sion.

"They are uncoiling and
are now poised to strike,"

Austin said Saturday about the
readiness of Russia's troops to
attack Ukraine.

Lithuanian officials voiced
concern that Russian President
Vladimir Putin's alleged ambi-
tions could expand to the entire
region. 

"The battle for Ukraine is
a battle for Europe. If Putin is
not stopped there, he will go
further," Lithuanian Foreign
Minister Gabrielius
Landsbergis said during a joint
news conference with Austin. 

"They are choosing the
way that is based on force. We
need to send a very clear and
unambiguous message that it
would be faced by a very clear
and swift response"
Landsbergis said.
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Moscow would have its
access to financial mar-

kets and high-tech goods lim-
ited under Western sanctions
being prepared in case Russia
attacks Ukraine, one of the
European Union's top officials
said Saturday.

The comments from
Ursula von der Leyen, the head
of the EU's executive commis-
sion, came as tensions over
Russia's intentions toward
Ukraine intensified. US
President Joe Biden said Friday
he was convinced" Russian
President Vladimir Putin has
decided to invade the neigh-

bouring country.
"The Kremlin's dangerous

thinking, which comes straight
out of a dark past, may cost
Russia a prosperous future,"
von der Leyen said Saturday
during the annual Munich
Security Conference, where US
Vice President Kamala Harris
also spoke.

Von der Leyen said the EU's
executive arm has developed a
"robust and comprehensive
package" of financial sanctions
with the US, UK and Canada.

"In case that Russia strikes,
we will limit the access to finan-
cial markets for the Russian
economy and (impose) export
controls that will stop the pos-

sibility for Russia to modernize
and diversify its economy," she
added. "And we have a lot of
high-tech goods where we have
a global dominance, and that are
absolutely necessary for Russia
and cannot be replaced easily."

German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz said that during a
Tuesday meeting with Putin he
"made clear that any further vio-
lation of the territorial integri-
ty of Ukraine will have high
costs for Russia, politically,
economically and geo-strate-
gically".

"And at the same time, I
stressed that diplomacy won't
fail because of us," Scholz
added.
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Multiple Chinese cities have
announced cash rewards

for tip-offs about people ille-
gally crossing into the main-
land from Hong Kong which is
experiencing a massive fifth
COVID-19 wave, overwhelm-
ing the local health system,
state media reported on
Saturday.

Zhuhai, Huizhou and
Dongguan in China's south
Guangdong province close to
Hong Kong have announced
cash rewards for people who
report suspected illegal cross-
ings from the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region
(HKSAR) amid reports of peo-
ple fleeing to mainland by
road and sea to escape the
spread of the contagion, state-
run Global Times reported on
Saturday.

Hong Kong, a Special
Administrative Region of
China, reported 6,063 infec-
tions in addition to 7,400 pre-
liminary-positive cases on
Saturday, the Hong Kong-
based South China Morning
Post newspaper reported.

With the death of 15
patients, the coronavirus-relat-
ed death toll reached 280. The
latest infections brought the
overall tally to 46,763 cases.

Such was the caseload that
hundreds of suspected
COVID-19 patients, who were

forced to wait outside public
hospitals for admission over
the past few days, had now
been moved indoors.

As the situation deterio-
rated, reports say Hong Kong
is busy converting auditoriums
and dormitories to accommo-
date surging cases even as it
plans to build a Wuhan style
makeshift hospital to accom-
modate hundreds of patients.

Chinese cities Zhuhai and
Dongguan have announced
cash rewards capped at 100,000
yuan (USD 15,785) for tip-offs
for suspected smuggling of
Hong Kongers by vehicle or
boat.

The reward for reporting
group smuggling is 30,000
yuan (over USD 4,600) and
10,000 yuan (over USD 1,500)
for individuals illegally cross-
ing the border, according to
official notices.

Chenzhou and Nan'an
cities also released similar
notices against the backdrop of
five confirmed COVID-19
cases being found among 15
who were smuggled from
Hong Kong to the mainland
via Zhuhai by boat on
February 14.

Upon arrival in Zhuhai,
some travelled to other main-
land cities, leading to flare-ups
in cases -- two each in
Chenzhou and Guangzhou and
one in Shanghai, the Global
Times reported.
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German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz said Saturday that

"now is the moment of truth" to
determine whether Iran's 2015
nuclear deal with world powers
can be salvaged, and the Iranian
leadership needs to make a
choice.

Negotiators from Iran and
the remaining parties to the
agreement - Britain, France,
Germany, Russia and China - are
working in Vienna to restore life
to the accord, which granted
Iran sanctions relief in exchange
for curbs on its nuclear program. 

The United States has par-
ticipated indirectly in the talks
because it withdrew from the
deal in 2018 under then-
President Donald Trump.
President Joe Biden has signaled
that he wants to rejoin the deal.
Under Trump, the US reim-
posed heavy sanctions on Iran.
Tehran has responded by
increasing the purity and
amounts of uranium it enrich-
es and stockpiles, in breach of
the accord - formally known as
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action, or JCPOA.

Scholz told participants at
the annual Munich Security
Conference on Saturday that
talks have come a long way over
the past 10 months and "all ele-
ments for a conclusion of the
negotiations are on the table."But
he also criticized Iran for step-
ping up its enrichment and
restricting inspections by mon-
itors from the UN nuclear
agency. 

"We now have the opportu-
nity to reach an agreement that
makes it possible for sanctions
to be lifted," Scholz said. "At the
same time, it's the case that if we
don't succeed very quickly in
this, the negotiations threaten to
fail."
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The Australian Defense
Department said that a

Chinese navy ship fired a laser
at one of its surveillance air-
craft, putting the lives of the
crew in danger. 

The incident happened
on Thursday when the P-8A
Poseidon plane detected a
laser illuminating the aircraft
while in flight over Australia's
northern approaches, the
department said. 

Such episodes are not
uncommon as the US and its
allies accuse China of assert-
ing its military might, and
have taken steps to challenge
Beijing's growing clout in the
western Pacific and elsewhere. 

The department said in a
statement Saturday that the
laser came from a People's
Liberation Army Navy vessel. 

It was accompanying

another Chinese ship that
transited through the Torres
Strait. Both ships were now in
the Coral Sea,  east  of
Australia, it said. 

"Illumination of the air-
craft by the Chinese vessel is
a serious safety incident," the
Defense Department said. 

"We strongly condemn
unprofessional and unsafe
militar y conduct.  These
actions could have endan-
gered the safety and lives of
the ADF personnel." 

Lasers present a serious
problem because when aimed
at aircraft they can injure
pilots or temporarily blind
them -- which can present
safety risks particularly as
they are taking off and land-
ing.

Two years ago, the US also
accused the Chinese navy of
firing a 

laser at one if its Poseidon

planes over the Pacific. China
denied it, saying the plane had
circled at low altitude over its
warship despite repeated
warnings.

In 2019, Australian navy
helicopter pilots reported
being were hit by lasers while
exercising in the South China
Sea, forcing them to land as a
precaution. 

In 2018, the US issued a
formal complaint to the
Chinese government over the
use of high-grade lasers near
the military base in Djibouti
that were directed at aircraft
and resulted in minor injuries
to two American pilots.

Tensions have ratcheted
up particularly in the South
China Sea, which Beijing
claims almost in its entirety,
while the US and its allies insist
on freedom of navigation and
overflight in international
waters. 
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Crews cleared fallen trees
and worked to restore

power to about 400,000 people
in Britain as Western Europe
cleaned up Saturday after one of
the most damaging storms in
years. At least 12 people were
killed, many by falling trees, in
Ireland, Britain, Belgium, the
Netherlands and Germany.
Named Storm Eunice by the
British and Irish weather ser-
vices, and Storm Zeynep in
Germany,  Friday's storm was
the second to hit the region in
a week. Winds toppled the spire
of a church in Wells, southwest
England, ripped off parts of the
domed roof of London's O2
Arena and left a trail of felled

trees and damaged buildings
across several countries.

A gust of 122 miles an hour
(196 km an hour) was provi-
sionally recorded Friday on the
Isle of Wight. If confirmed, it
would be the highest ever in
England. Hurricane-force winds
begin at 74 mph. The Met
Office weather service said
more strong winds would hit
the southern coasts of England
and Wales on Saturday, with the
potential for further damage,
while snow and ice could cause
disruption further north.The
UK's National Rail association
said "routes across most of
Great Britain" remained affect-
ed by the weather on Saturday
morning, with disruptions to
continue throughout the day.
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New Delhi: The domestic
jewellery sector will get a huge
export boost in the United
Arab Emirates (UAE) market
as it would get duty-free access
there, while the gulf nation will
get greater access to the gold
market here as India will give
duty concessions on import of
up to 200 tonnes, Commerce
Secretary B V R
Subrahmanyam said on
Saturday.

India has agreed to con-
cessional import duties on gold

imports of up to 200 tonnes per
year. India imported about 70
tonnes of gold from the UAE in
2020-21. "We are a major
importer of gold. India imports
about 800 tonnes of gold every
year. In this particular agree-
ment, we have given them
(UAE) a TRQ (tariff rate quota)
of 200 tonnes where the tariff
(or import duty) in perpetuity
will be one per cent less than
whatever is the tariff charged
for the rest of the world.

"Therefore, the UAE has a
one per cent price advantage in
gold bars. That one per cent
tariff difference means those
200 tonnes will be diverted to
the UAE," the secretary told
reporters here.

He said the biggest gain for
India is "that we get zero duty

access" to the UAE market for
domestic jewellery. There was
a five per cent duty on Indian
jewellery and now, "it's gone to
zero", so the gem and jewellery
sector is "gung-ho", he added.

TRQ is a quota for a vol-
ume of imports that enter
India at specified tariffs. After
the quota is reached, a higher
tariff applies on additional
imports. TRQ would also be
there for copper, polyethylene
and polypropylene.

India and the UAE on
Friday signed a comprehensive
economic partnership agree-
ment (CEPA), under which a
number of domestic goods will
get zero duty access to the UAE
market. The pact may come
into force in April or May.

To protect sensitive sectors,

he said, India has kept certain
segments out of the ambit of
this agreement.

These include dairy, fruits,
vegetables, cereals, tea, coffee,
sugar, food preparation, tobac-
co, petroleum waxes, coke,
dyes, soaps, natural rubber,
tyres, footwears, processed
marbles, toys, plastics, scrap of
aluminium and copper, med-
ical devices, TV pictures, auto
and auto components and sec-
tors under the production-
linked incentive scheme.

Sectors where there is a
boost in domestic manufac-
turing and which are coming
under the PLI scheme, "we have
kept them outside this agree-
ment", the secretary said.

When asked about the
inclusion of the digital trade

chapter in the agreement, the
secretary said that for the first
time, this sector is there in the
trade agreement signed by
India and it shows that India is
ready to talk on this bilateral-
ly. "There will be a lot of har-
monisation in regulatory stan-
dards on how you manage
digital trade between India
and UAE... We (India) are dis-
cussing digital trade or e-com-
merce with the European
Union, Australia, the UK and
Canada," he said.

Explaining the chapter,
joint secretary in the depart-
ment of commerce Srikar
Reddy said that this is a "best
endeavour" chapter where the
dispute settlement mechanism
will not apply."We are focusing
on how to harness the future

economic growth opportunity
that digital trade provides.

"We have provisions in the
chapter regarding paperless
trading, consumer protection,
unsolicited commercial elec-
tronic messages, personal data
protection, cross-border flow of
information and cooperation of
digital products and electron-
ic payments," Reddy said.

Norms for customs duties
on electronic transmission are
linked with the current mora-
torium, which is there in the
World Trade Organization
(WTO). Talking about the safe-
guard mechanism present in
the India-UAE agreement, the
secretary said there is a per-
manent safeguard mechanism
that will kick in if there is any
sudden surge in imports. PTI

New Delhi: Electric vehicle (EV)
charging stations have expand-
ed by two-and-a-half times
across nine mega cities, includ-
ing Delhi, Mumbai and Chennai,
in the last four months, the
power ministry said on Saturday.

Efforts by the government
resulted in 2.5 times increase in
charging stations in Surat, Pune,
Ahmedabad, Bengaluru,
Hyderabad, Delhi, Kolkata,
Mumbai, and Chennai  in the last
four months, a power  ministry
statement stated. According to
the statement, additional 678
public EV charging stations were
installed between October 2021
and January 2022 in these nine
cities. PTI
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New Delhi: NTPC has record-
ed a generation of 314.89 Billion
Units upto 18th Feb’22, sur-
passing the maximum annual
generation of 314 BU achieved
in 2020-21. 

Last year, the generation was
270.0 BU till 18th Feb, indicat-
ing improved performance and
an increase in demand for power
in the current year.    NTPC
Korba (2600 MW) in
Chattisgarh is the top perform-
ing thermal power plant in India
with 94.32% Plant Load Factor

between April’21 to Jan’22, as per
the data published by Central
Electricity Authority. 

This demonstrates the exper-
tise of NTPC in Operation and
Maintenance of the power plants
and the high levels of operational
excellence.

The total installed capacity of
NTPC is 67,832.30 MW having
23 coal based, 7 gas based, 1
Hydro, 19 renewable energy
projects. Under JV, NTPC has 9
coal based, 4 gas based, 8 hydro
and 5 renewable energy projects.
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New Delhi: The Government
has received proposals from
five companies for setting up
electronic chip and display
manufacturing plants with
investment of Rs 1.53 lakh
crore, an official statement said
on Saturday.  

Vedanta Foxconn JV, IGSS
Ventures and ISMC propose to
set up electronic chip manu-
facturing plants with USD 13.6
billion investment and have
sought support of USD 5.6 bil-
lion from the Centre under the
Rs 76,000 crore Semicon India
Programme, the Ministry of
Electronics and IT 
said. PTI
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T h i r u v a n a n t h ap u r a m :
India's largest online grocery
seller BigBasket has acquired
the enterprise business unit of
a deep-tech company incu-
bated by Kerala Startup
Mission (KSUM) with a view
to revolutionising offline retail
in the country.

BigBasket, a Tata enter-
prise, will be implementing
Kochi-based startup Agrima
Infotech's unique customer
vision technology platform,
Psyight, at the self-checkout
counters of the former's retail
stores.The acquisition was
announced by BigBasket CEO
Hari Menon on the sidelines
of a two-day virtual 'Huddle
Global 2022' of KSUM that
got underway here on
Saturday.

Psyight, created by Anoop
Balakrishnan, Arun Ravi and
Nikhil Dharman under
Agrima Infotech, helps iden-
tify all Indian fruits and veg-
etables uniquely from an
image without using barcodes,
an official statement said here.

KSUM Chief Executive
Officer John M Thomas
described the acquisition as a
"milestone" for any Kerala
startup. "It not only reiterates
the strength of our startup
ecosystem, but shows the great
impression firms such as
BigBasket have about our star-
tups," he noted.

"I hope the deal would
encourage startups to move
ahead strongly in their
attempt to scale up their busi-
ness," he said. PTI
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New Delhi: Kalpataru Power
Transmission Ltd on Saturday
announced a merger with JMC
Projects (India) Ltd which will
create one of the largest engi-
neering, procurement and con-
struction (EPC) companies in
the country. 

With the appointed date of
April 1, 2022, the merger
process is expected to be com-
pleted in Q4 FY23, it 
added.  

"The Board of Directors of
Kalpataru Power Transmission
Ltd (KPTL) and JMC Projects
(India) Ltd. (JMC) in their
respective meetings held on
19th February 2022 have
approved the scheme of amal-
gamation which inter alia pro-
vides for the merger of JMC
with KPTL (Scheme)," a com-
pany statement 
said. 

The merger is subject to
approvals from the Gujarat
bench of the National
Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT), statutory authorities,
stock exchanges, shareholders,
creditors and such other
authorities, as may be required,
it added. PTI
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New Delhi: Japanese auto
major Honda on Saturday said
it has appointed Takuya
Tsumura as the new President
& CEO of Honda Cars India
Ltd (HCIL) with effect from
April 1, 2022.

The appointment comes as
part of the management
changes announced annually
by Honda Motor Co Ltd.

Tsumura, 54, will take over
from Gaku Nakanishi, who
moves from India to regional
headquarters in Asia and
Oceania region - Asian Honda
as General Manager, Automobile
Business for the region.

During his four-year

tenure in India, Nakanishi, in
his role as President & CEO of
HCIL, steered the company
through one of the toughest
business phase for the Indian
auto industry, struck by
unprecedented COVID crisis
and slowdown, the automaker
said in a statement.

These years also saw the
company taking some tough
but important decisions to
manoeuver the course of HCIL
operations towards strength-
ening its business constitu-
tion, it added.

Nakanishi played a key role
in expanding HCIL exports
with the opening of new desti-

nations and also led several ini-
tiatives in the field of sales and
service to enhance customer
experience and dealer prof-
itability, the company noted.

Tsumura has been associ-
ated with Honda Motor for
more than 30 years. He has
worked in several internation-
al markets including Thailand,
Australia, China, Japan, Turkey,
Europe and Asia & Oceania
regions.

Tsumura  was in-charge of
South Asian countries, includ-
ing India from 1997 to 2000.
Honda sells a range of models
like City, Amaze and WR-V in
the Indian market. PTI
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From Page 1
As many as 2083 sector

officers have been deployed to
assist polling parties, he added.

Polling will be held from 8
am till 6 pm and counting of
votes will take place on March
10.Punjab is witnessing a multi-
cornered contest among the

Congress, AAP, SAD-BSP
alliance, BJP-PLC-SAD
(Sanyukt), and the Sanyukt
Samaj Morcha, a political front
of various farmer bodies.

The ruling Congress which
is seeking to retain power has
come under severe attack from
its political opponents over
various issues, including drug
menace and corruption.  The
Congress is banking on deci-
sions like reducing electricity
tariff and fuel prices, taken dur-
ing current CM Charanjit
Singh Channi's 111-day tenure.

The AAP, which has
emerged as a major contender,
is eyeing to wrest power while
projecting the Delhi model of
governance. 

The stakes are also high for
the Shiromani Akali Dal which
is contesting the polls in
alliance with the Bahujan
Samaj Party after breaking ties
with the BJP in 2020 over the
farm laws issue. With Sukhbir
Singh Badal in the driving
seat, the SAD called itself
"Punjab's party" and promised
all-around development of the
State.

The BJP, which used to be
a junior partner during its pre-
vious alliance with the SAD, is
fighting the elections as a major
partner. Allying with
Amarinder Singh-led Punjab
Lok Congress and Sukhdev
Singh Dhindsa-led SAD
(Sanyukt), the saffron party has
asked voters to go for a "dou-
ble-engine Government" for
"Nawan" (new) Punjab. The
Sanyukt Samaj Morcha, com-
prising various Punjab farmer
bodies, which had taken part in
the stir against the Centre's
now-repealed farm laws, is
contesting the polls in alliance
with Haryana Bharatiya Kisan
Union (Chaduni) leader
Gurnam Singh Chaduni-led
Sanyukt Sangharsh 
Party.

Prominent faces who are
in the fray are Chief Minister
Channi, Aam Aadmi Party's
chief ministerial face Bhagwant
Mann, Punjab Congress chief
Navjot Singh Sidhu, former
CMs Amarinder Singh and
Parkash Singh Badal, and
Shiromani Akali Dal president
Sukhbir Singh Badal. 
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From Page 1
Recently, Vishwas had accused Kejriwal of

supporting separatists during the high-voltage
electioneering for the Assembly polls in Punjab
that concluded on Friday.

AAP chief, however, has dismissed the alle-
gations, saying, "They (BJP and Congress) have
all ganged up against me and called me a ter-
rorist. If that is the case, why doesn't Modi arrest
me. It is a comedy, a laughing matter… I must
be the sweetest terrorist, a terrorist who provides
schools, hospitals, electricity, roads and water."
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Rohit Sharma was on Saturday
appointed the new Test captain of
the Indian team as selectors ini-

tiated the transition phase by dropping
struggling veterans Ajinkya Rahane,
Cheteshwar Pujara, Wriddhiman Saha
and Ishant Sharma for the Sri Lanka
series. The PTI had earlier reported that
team management has decided to move
on from Saha and 100-Test plus Ishant
and chances were dim for both Pujara
and Rahane to retain their places.

On Saturday, chairman of selectors
Chetan Sharma made it clear that
"Rohit was the unanimous choice" and
will be the bridge between the new and
old in the current set-up as they groom
three potential captaincy materials in
KL Rahul, Jasprit Bumrah and Rishabh
Pant.

All three have led or been deputy
at some point. The Sri Lanka Tests
series, starting March 4, will also mark
comeback of all-rounder Ravindra
Jadeja, who has recovered from a knee
injury. Shubman Gill too has recovered
from shin stress fracture.

Washington Sundar and KL Rahul
are nursing their hamstrings before start
of Indian Premier League.

Kuldeep Yadav, who was dumped
by Virat Kohli and Ravi Shastri, has
been brought back from the cold as he
made his return into Test team.

Sanju Samson's start-stop interna-
tional career got a lifeline in the T20s

against Sri Lanka. Pant along with Virat
Kohli has been rested while rookie left-
arm spinner from Uttar Pradesh
Saurabh Kumar made his maiden entry
into Test side. While it was known long
back after Kohli tendered his resigna-
tion from Tests, Rohit's emergence as
Test captain is a remarkable story of grit
and determination. Once considered
someone who would have a great Test
career, opening the innings changed the

course of his career. After the England
Test tour, there was no looking back.

"Rohit Sharma is number one
cricketer of our country and the most
important thing is that he is playing all
the three formats," Sharma made it clear
that he was the "unanimous choice" and
there was no discussion about any other
names. He made it clear tha even Rohit
will get his breaks periodically as the
body needs rest and that's something

they will manage.
"The most important thing is how

we manage Rohit. All the cricketers are
professionals. They know their body
and they manage their body and Rohit
is absolutely (fit), there is no problem
at all," he added. 

Under Rohit, the aim is to groom
new captains and it became clear that
KL Rahul after a poor show in South
Africa is no longer the automatic heir

apparent.
"...And if such a big cricketer comes

forward, if such an experienced player
becomes a captain, then automatically,
the things that we as a selection com-
mittee want, grooming captain under
Rohit, will be tremendous thing for us,"
Sharma outlined his committee's vision.

He did take three names who have
either led or been deputy in the past few
months, saying the trio of Bumrah, Pant
and Rahul will be groomed by Rohit.

"We made KL the captain in South
Africa. Bumrah was the deputy in South
Africa and again for Sri Lanka series.
In West Indies T20s, we had Rishabh
as vice-captain. These are potential lead-
ers to be groomed under Rohit.

"Yes, it is difficult to say who will
be next captain but we are sure a name
will emerge," the former fast bowler
said. Sharma tried to soften the blow
about exclusion of Pujara, Rahane,
Saha and Ishant but if one looks at
Indian team's Test calender for the year
2022, there is hardly any chance for
these four of making a comeback.

There are two Tests versus Sri
Lanka, one in England and two against
Bangladesh in 2022 and early 2023,
India hosts Australia at home for four
Tests. As it has been this committee's
policy, they will give Hanuma Vihari
(replacement of Pujara) and Shubman
Gill (replacement of Rahane) full
chance to settle in middle-order. After
these two in pecking order comes
Shreyas Iyer.
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The BCCI has given senior batter Virat Kohli a 10-
day break from the Indian team's bio-bubble as he

left for home before the third T20 International against
the West Indies scheduled in Kolkata on Sunday.

As reported by PTI on Friday, Kohli will not be play-
ing in the three-match T20 series against Sri Lanka
beginning on February 24 in Lucknow followed by two
more games at Dharamsala on February 26 and 27.

"Yes, Kohli has left home on Saturday morning as
India have already won the series. As it has been decid-
ed by BCCI, it will be a policy to give all the regular all
format players periodic breaks from the bubble to ensure
that their workload management and mental health is
taken care of," a senior BCCI official privy to the devel-
opment told PTI on the condition of anonymity.

The Indian team for the Sri Lanka series will be
picked later in the day.

&(��� ,9�,���

The series in their bag, India
will have the liberty to

experiment in the third and
final T20I against the West
Indies here on Sunday.

With Virat Kohli and
Rishabh Pant given a 10-day
break, the home team is set to
finally include the gifted
Shreyas Iyer and Ruturaj
Gaikwad in the playing XI.

Under Rohit Sharma's cap-
taincy, India secured their third
successive series win with an
eight-run win over the West
Indies in the second T20I here
on Friday.

With the T20 World Cup
scheduled in less than eight
months time in Australia, Rohit
would look to try out new
options, beginning with find-
ing a reserve opener.

In the absence of KL Rahul,
Ishan Kishan has failed to
impress at the top of the order

and his place could be given to
the talented Gaikwad, who has
been warming the bench until
now.

Playing the series just after
he became the most expensive
buy of the IPL 2022 mega auc-
tion -- he was bought back by
Mumbai Indians for a stagger-
ing Rs 15.25 crore -- the
Jharkhand left-hander has
struggled to get going.

After his anxious 42-ball 35
in the first match, Ishan could
manage just two runs from 10
balls in the second game.

It remains to be seen if
Rohit gives one more chance to
his Mumbai Indians teammate
or bring in Gaikwad.

With the Sri Lanka T20I
series up next, it may not be a
bad idea to give Ishan a longer
run. In the middle-order,
Shreyas will replace Kohli, who
has been given a much-need-
ed break ahead of his landmark
100th Test.

The former India captain
will miss the T20I series against
Sri Lanka and return for the
Tests against the islanders.

Shreyas, who was the third
biggest buy at the IPL auction
but could not fit into India's
T20 combination for the first
two matches against the West
Indies, will be the obvious
choice. Recently appointed as
Kolkata Knight Riders skipper,
Shreyas had played a match-
winning knock during the ODI
in Ahmedabad, and he would
look to grab the opportunity of
playing at the Eden Gardens -
- his new "home ground".

Deepak Hooda also
impressed after making his
debut in the preceding ODI
series and it remains to be seen
if the big-hitting all-rounder is
tried out in the T20Is.

In the absence of Jasprit
Bumrah and Mohammed
Shami, India have so far field-
ed the pace duo of

Bhuvneshwar Kumar and
Harshal Patel.

Both Bhuvneshwar and
Patel have so far delivered the
goods, especially in the second
match when the former bowled
a game-changing penultimate
over before the rookie seamer
defended 25 runs in the final
over to secure a series-clinch-
ing win. It remains to be seen
whether Rohit would look to
alter his bowling combination
by bringing in Mohammed
Siraj. The uncapped Avesh
Khan, too, gives him an option.

Khan recently became the
most expensive uncapped
Indian player in the history of
the IPL auction after being
picked by Lucknow Supergiants
for 10 crore.

The pacer has been in
good form in the last 12
months, bagging 14 wickets in
16 matches at an impressive
economy rate of 7.37 in IPL
2021.
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Punjab bowlers complement-
ed superb show by batters

to put their team in the driver's
seat against Himachal Pradesh
in their group F Ranji Trophy
fixture at the Kotla Stadium
here on Saturday.

Mayank Markande
grabbed 2/51, while Baltej
Singh and Arshdeep Singh
bagged one each to reduce
Himachal Pradesh to 151/5 in
their second essay, still needing
21 runs to overcome their first
innings deficit.

Earlier, resuming on 394/3,
Punjab put up a strong show
lower down the order to notch
526 in their first innings.

Overnight 62, Mandeep
Singh stitched a fine 71-run
stand with Sanvir Singh (48) for
the sixth wicket before getting
out for 84.

Punjab also got significant
contributions from Ashwini
Kumar (22 not out from 38
balls) and lastman Arshdeep
Singh (26 from 27 balls) to go
past the 500-run mark and
extend their lead to 172 runs.

Skipper Abhimanyu keeps
Bengal in hunt with unbeaten
fifty

Talented India A batter
Abhimanyu Easwaran led from
the front with an unbeaten 79
as Bengal fought back in their
second essay to keep their
hopes alive in their Ranji
Trophy group B match against
Baroda at Barabati Stadium
here on Saturday.

Chasing a challenging 349
to win, Bengal were 146 for 2
on the penultimate day with
Abhimanyu (79 from 114 balls;
4x4) batting alongside Anustup
Majumdar on 22 (51 balls;
2x4) as the match is heading for
a thrilling finish.

Bengal require 203 on the
final day, while Baroda need
eight wickets to seal the issue.

Having put up a sloppy bat-

ting display and failed to even
bat out one session to be dis-
missed for 88 in the first
innings, Bengal bounced back
strongly in their second essay
with an 89-run opening stand
between Sudip Gharami and
Abhimanyu.

But Baroda dealt a twin
blow dismissing Gharami (27)
and Writtick Chatterjee (0)
with addition of just one run to
have Bengal in a spot of both-
er with 90 for 2 inside 25
overs.

Gujarat take first innings
lead

Gujarat took a 57-run first
innings lead in the Elite A
group Ranji Trophy game
against Madhya Pradesh here
on Saturday, but the central
team fought back in their sec-
ond essay.

Having shot out Madhya
Pradesh for 274 in their first
essay, Gujarat managed to post
331, courtesy a vital 54 by
Karan Patel, who hit 10 bound-
aries and equally important 32
by Roosh Kalaria.

Gujarat was trailing by just
30 runs when they resumed
their innings, and it was Karan
Patel, who added 14 runs to his

overnight score.
Kalaria also frustrated the

MP bowlers, hammering six
boundaries and when he fell
Gujarat had already gone past
MPs first innings total.

Andhra slips to 100 for 4 in
pursuit of 368 for win against
Rajasthan

Identical scores of 79 by
skipper Ashok Menaria and
Mahipal Lomror enabled
Rajasthan set Andhra a stiff tar-
get of 368 in their Ranji Trophy
Elite Group E match here on
Saturday.

Andhra lost four wickets
including that of captain K S
Bharat to be 100 for 4 at stumps
on the third day.

Resuming at 97 for 2 on the
third day, Rajasthan batters
Lomror and Garhwal (38)
could add only 18 runs before
the latter fell to Manish.
Menaria who came in at the fall
of Rajesh Bishnoi (0) put on 41
runs with Lomror.

Menaria hit six fours and
three sixes as he kept the score-
board ticking and helped swell
the Rajasthan lead. He was dis-
missed by Y Sandep to leave the
team at 272 for 8.
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Trailblazing Indian tennis
star Sania Mirza and her

Czech partner Lucie Hradecka
fritted away a great opportuni-
ty to lose the Dubai Tennis
Championships doubles semi-
final here. After dominating the
first set, Sania and Hradecka
lost 6-2 2-6 7-10 to Lyudmyla
Kichenok of Ukraine and
Latvia's Jelena Ostapenko on
Friday night. The Indo-Czech
duo, which had received a wild
card for the tournament, saved
11 break points while convert-

ing two of the three in the first
set to take a 1-0 lead in the
WTA 500 tournament.
However, the two were unable
to keep the momentum going
as Kichenok and Ostapenko
levelled the proceedings in the
second set and then eventual-
ly sealed the match in their
favour.  The veteran Indian had
won the doubles title here in
2013 with USA's Bethanie
Mattek-Sands. The 35-year-
old, who is India's most accom-
plished woman tennis player
had earlier announced that
2022 would be her last season. 
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India wicketkeeper-batter
Rishabh Pant says the team

is looking at exploring as many
options as possible in the build-
up to the T20 World Cup,
which is to take place in eight
month's time.

Pant, who was appointed
vice-captain in the absence of
KL Rahul for the ongoing T20
series against the West Indies,
smashed a brisk half-century in
the team's win in the second
game here on Friday night.

Among other questions,
he was also asked about the
plans for the T20 World Cup in
Australia.

"There's still time for the
World Cup, so the plan is to try
out as many options as possi-
ble," the 24-year-old said at the
post-match media interaction.

"We are trying to find out
which positions suit whom

and how they can benefit the
team. So we're trying out sev-
eral options, whatever seems
right for the team eventually
will be final."

In the absence of the rest-
ed pace duo of Jasprit Bumrah
and Mohammed Shami, seam-
er Harshal Patel held his nerves
to help India emerge winner
after West Indies big hitter

Rovman Powell threatened to
take the game away with back-
to-back sixes in the final over.

Pant said the plan was to
keep the ball outside off stump.

"After getting hit for two
sixes, the talk was to try bowl-
ing outside off, but then he ulti-
mately backed himself.

"There's obviously pres-
sure in the game, but as indi-

viduals, we tend to focus on
our skill rather than thinking
too much," Pant added.

With the injury-prone
Hardik Pandya not available,
India are also looking to use
seam-bowling all-rounder
Venkatesh Iyer as a finisher.

Venkatesh, who caught the
selectors' eye after impressing
as an explosive opener for
Kolkata Knight Riders in the
UAE leg of the IPL 2021,
played an 18-ball 33-run
cameo.

He, along with Pant, put
on an entertaining 76-run
partnership from 35 balls to lift
India's total to 186/5.

"Yes, in the IPL he opened
for KKR, but we can't be think-
ing too much about that. In the
Indian team we are just trying
to find different positions for
different people. He used to
play down the order (for
Madhya Pradesh).

"When you come down
the order, you know the situ-
ation. He (Venkatesh) is some-
one who reads the situation
really well. He is a mature
cricketer," Pant was all praise
for Venkatesh.

Asked about their match-
turning partnership after Virat
Kohli (52) departed in the
middle overs, Pant said the
plan was simple.

"We talked about keeping
it simple and not trying too
many things. The plan was
simple, see the ball, hit the ball."

When asked how secured
he's feeling batting at No. 5,
Pant said: "It's all about the
team plan. As an individual, I
can't think about whether I've
to secure this place or that
place.

"I have to do whatever the
team needs from me. It's about
keep improving each and
every day."
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Maharashtra State Sports
Commissioner Omprakash

Bakoria has written to the BCCI seek-
ing "strict action" against India U-19
World Cup-winning member
Rajvardhan Hangargekar for age fraud.

In a letter dated February 8,
Bakoria wrote to BCCI secretary Jay
Shah that the pacer had altered his birth
date from January 10, 2001 to
November 10, 2002 and was thus
over-age when he competed in the
recently-concluded U-19 World Cup.

"The conduct of Mr Rajvardhan
Hangargekar is against the sports
integrity and ethics. It deprives fair play
and results into damages to the repu-
tation of the nation. Therefore, you are
requested to take strict action in accor-
dance with the law," Bakoria wrote.

The letter has also been marked to
secretary of Maharashtra Cricket
Association Riyaz Bagban.

&(��� 868<�+

Chairman of selection
committee Chetan

Sharma on Saturday made it
crystal clear that all-rounder
Hardik Pandya would be
considered only when he is
100 percent fit and but is
also unaware as to why
colourful Baroda man is
skipping Ranji Trohy which
could have tested his fitness.

The Baroda player
Hardik had decided to skip
the Ranji Trophy, which
began on February 17, to
focus on his India come-
back in white-ball cricket.

Asked about why
Pandya was skipping Ranji
Trophy, Sharma said, "If
somebody does not want to
play, the selection commit-
tee does not interfere, in the
state matters."

"You can ask Hardik

why he is not playing Ranji
Trophy? We are seeing those
who are playing Ranji
Trophy and those who are
performing. We are happy
to see players playing Ranji
Trophy and performing,"

Sharma was blunt in his
response.

He agreed that till the
time Hardik played, he was
an important member of the
team.

"Look, definitely Hardik
was a very important part of
the Indian team," Sharma
said when asked about
Pandya's availability.

Sharma made it clear till
the t ime clear report
emerges on his bowling fit-
ness status, he won't be
considered.

"(But) after the injuries,
we will now say that if he is
100 percent fit, ready to go
and also if he is bowling and
match fitness and all, we we
will consider him immedi-
ately," Sharma said at the
virtual post-selection press
conference when asked
about Hardik Pandya.

Pandya has remained

on the sidelines ever since
the T20 World Cup last
year,  making himself
unavailable for national
selection due to back injury
and further rehabilitation.

The 28-year-old, who
received a lot of flak for not
bowling during India's dis-
mal T20 World Cup cam-
paign, hasn't played red ball
cricket since December
2018 and has often admit-
ted that injuries have put a
spanner on his prospects in
the longest format of the
game.

Sharma was livid when
a journalist rather than ask-
ing a question made a com-
ment that selectors will now
pick him when he declares
himself fit and available
during start of IPL where he
is leading Gujarat Titans
and why he is not making
his fitness status clear.
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We plan to try out as many options as possible: Pant
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�How has the casting process evolved
over the years? 
Finding talent that fits and justice to roles
have become a significant part of the
filmmaking process and with acting
opportunities opening up, casting is
becoming a crucial part of the filmmak-
ing process. Creating a whole visual uni-
verse for an immersive experience is a
tough task and we constantly have to keep
upping the ante. That’s why it’s not possi-
ble to cast favourites if they don’t fit into
the characters written. Individual actors
or the entire ensemble cast today hold the
content together for the audience. It has
to be relatable, believable and certainly

capable. As outsiders or people normal-
ly watching content at home, the cast
is the most important factor in mak-
ing them believe. So casting is the
utmost. When good content gets
consumed and appreciated, it is
natural that casting is recognised
by default. 
�What kind of responses are
you receiving for Yeh Kaali
Kaali Aankhein?
I am so thankful and grateful to

Siddharth sir who gave me this
show in 2019. He showed so
much trust and belief in my
capabilities. We had a lot of
discussions related to the pro-
ject and at the end, he was
happy with the cast. Also, we
are looking forward to start-
ing the casting of season 2.
Responses are very over-
whelming and I am so
grateful for the compliment
I am getting for the casting
and for the performance the
actors have done. I was get-

ting pleasant messages from the people
all over the world who know me. 
�With content being the king, how
challenging and important the casting
process has become in recent years?
Cast selection process is such that the
producers hire the cast and then we sit
and discuss the project. They narrate the
story and their vision and the specifics
they require in the characters they want.
After hearing the briefings we sit with
our team and research for the actors fit
for the character briefs. We ask actors to
send in their introductions and details
and then we check if there's any reso-
nance between them and the character
brief and then we test them. This
process goes on all over India to find the
perfect actor for a particular part which
we try to do with the director's vision to
put it on the big screen.
�Tell us something about Asur season
2.
Asur season 2 is going to be much more
bigger and exciting than season 1. It was
very challenging in terms of casting
because I wanted to create an ensemble of
good actors and cast newcomers as well.

Also, we have been doing the auditions
online which has been quite challenging
for us but we explored this medium as
well. Obviously, taking tests in the studio
one to one is a different thing. There are
many previous actors as well. The show is
about to wrap and I am really looking for-
ward to it.
�Has casting for a multi-starrer
become challenging over the years in
general, considering now scripts are
character-driven and more than just a
hero or heroine?
The process of digitalisation and more
weightage given to story than the actors
also helped casting directors get away
from a few stereotypes. Most common
accusation being that of favouritism and
nepotism. But frankly that’s not even pos-
sible anymore with the kind of stories that
are coming up. So things have become
better and easier because you cast accord-
ing to the script so weightage is given to
each and every actor.
�How do you stay true to the ethnicity
of the characters belonging from a par-
ticular part of India?
I can’t stress enough on how every part of
our country is gifted with great acting
talent. People in general have become
more aware and more sensitive towards
every possible situation around, and
actors especially since they feel and
emote more strongly about everything.
Hence, the task is to reach the right set of
actors for the right story at the right time,
and the job is just the easiest.This emer-
gence of stories rooted in reality, and get-
ting the right cast has also essentially
done away with the star system. The
audiences no longer want to watch a par-
ticular film or a series, because of the
presence of big superstars. 
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The last couple of
years have reinvigo-
rated the conversa-
tion about sustain-
able living. The

COVID-19 lockdown led to a
serious revaluation of life both
public and private. With work
from home becoming a part
and parcel of life, environ-
mental concerns were no
longer an abstract concept.
More and more people made
minimalistic lifestyle their new
normal, and sustainable fash-
ion gained popularity.

The first step towards sus-
tainable fashion was going
back to natural fabrics, as
opposed the synthetic fabrics.
Unlike rayon, nylon and poly-
ester which are man-made,
silk has natural origins. This
means that they are environ-
ment friendly, are more
absorbent and thus, comfort-
able to wear in all seasons.

Restyle your silk saris
India is a land of diverse

tradition. This means that you
can wear your sari for the
umpteenth number of times,
each time rocking a new look.
With the internet, the creative
possibilities are endless. You
can wear your saree with a pair
of jeans and crop top, wear it
dhoti style or even wear your
pallu on the front instead of
back.

Keep Upcycling
Have owned a silk saree for

years but don’t know how to
reuse it? Upcycle it! Unlike syn-
thetic fabrics, silk is not only
good for the environment, but
also for your skin. Rich in tex-
ture, its sheen lasts for a long

time. This allows for the fabric
to be used in so many ways.
Don’t take our word for it, just
ask the celebrities. Your moth-
er’s silk saree can be upcycled
into a lehenga, dupatta and
even a palazzo. 

Rock those Brocades
Be it Western, Indian or

fusion, brocade adds a major
appeal to any outfit. With cre-
ativity and clever styling, you
can wear a brocade skirt with
a blouse or a shirt. Another
popular item in international
fashion is the brocade jacket
which can be worn, inter-
changeably, with both Indian
and western outfits. This is par-
ticularly crucial in contempo-
rary fashion as most people
want their clothing items to be

worn as many times, in varied
manner, both contemporary
and ethnic manner.

Silk stands out 
In today’s day and age,

where fast fashion is available
in the market at all price
points, silk stands out. Unlike
the former which is driven by
short-lived trends and rapid
consumerism, pure silk justi-
fies its cost because not only
does it have a longer use, it
never goes out of style.

This is why, when buying
silk sarees, it is best to opt for
traditional, more classic prints.
It allows the buyer to wear it
for a long time, despite what
the recent trend is. Similarly, by
buying the traditional silk fab-
rics, indigenous weavers and

artisans across the nation get
job opportunities and by
extension, ensures that the
culture stays alive and vibrant. 

Wear, Re-wear and
Repeat

Repeating an outfit is not
only okay, it is also recom-
mended! Sustainable living
means making the most out of
what you buy. This includes
your clothes. Repeating outfits
is not a faux pas anymore,
instead it is fashionable. Be it
Kate Middleton, Deepika
Padukone or Tiffany Haddish,
more and more celebrities are
practicing sustainable fashion
by repeating their outfits with
confidence and style.
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‘CAST IS THE 
MOST IMPORTANT
FACTOR’
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As we witness (and many of us par-
ticipate) in the ongoing assembly
elections being held in some states
of the country, there is an interest-
ing drama that is being played out

in terms of image projection. After all, elec-
tions in many ways is the new entertainment.

Unlike the earlier days where it was a pur-
suit of political purists, today everyone is
involved and participative. What do the elec-
tions not have? Protagonists and antagonists,
incumbents and anti-incumbents, victory and
failure, mystery, suspense, heroics, and results.
It’s an exciting, thrilling roller coaster ride
unfolding right before you. It’s the best of spec-
tator sport. Why would the reader or viewer
not engage?

Building a powerful political brand is a
huge challenge — one that takes years and
sometimes gets destroyed in one fell swoop.
And there are many challenges to contouring
the brand values and core brand messages as
this does not belong to the usual world of Fast-
moving consumer goods (FMCG), Consumer
durables, services and so on.

Let me enumerate the differences as I see
them with examples so that the points, I make
above get clearer:

������������	
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There is no difference between rich, poor,

urban, rural, men, women, old, young. Every
vote carries equal value. In regular brand mar-
keting the 80:20 rule tends to kick in wherein
you focus on heavy users who form 20% of
your consumer base but give you 80% returns
in revenue. But in the political world every
vote is equal.

Paradoxically, the urban consumer goes to
vote in lesser numbers than the rural counter-
part. Research and data prove this.
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And that is the voting day. Unlike regular

brands where you can build up advertising and
hope the consumer takes action to understand
check out and buy the product, in an election
it’s just one day that counts. If the consumer
does not “buy” you that day the story is over.
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The catchphrase is what can connect you

to your audience like nothing else. It embodies
the culmination of your strategy into a few
pithy words which should ring true. Which
should be liked and used by one and all in
daily parlance.

Like Barack Obama’s 2008 infectious and

optimistic campaign slogan “Yes we can”
which embodied-challenge, possibility, ability,
permission and opportunity in political terms.

Or perhaps the most catchy of them all.
Margaret Thatcher’s 1978 campaign “Labour
isn’t working” done by Saatchi and Saatchi or
closer home in India Lal Bahadur Shastri’s “Jai
Jawan Jai Kisan” hailing soldiers and farmers
or Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s “Ab ki bari Atal
Bihari”

Perhaps the best version of two powerful
slogans was the 2004 general elections in
India. Where the BJP had “India Shinning” as
its slogan and the Congress “Aam aadmi ko
kya mila”? One thing that is common to all
these is the emotional connect. National pride.
Individual security and a matched ideology.
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For fast moving goods like soaps and

shampoos its very important to be on televi-
sion to remind the consumer of your brand.
High ticket items or high-tech items require
rational mediums and therefore print media.
Radio Outdoor and below the line collaterals
are usually considered secondary or support
media.

Not in the Political world. If you target the
rural consumer who works in the field or uses
his black cycle to work then his primary
media are radio, wall paintings stickers ban-
ners and posters also the rural women who
may work in the agrarian economy or her
kitchen.
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If you look at social media handles you

will find some political leaders have the high-
est following. If they are inspirational and
enjoy mass popularity people tend to want to
know what they are saying or believing.

Its interesting to note that while the BJP
has 17.6 million followers, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has 75.4 million followers on
Twitter. Congress has 8.4 million followers on
Twitter as compared to Rahul Gandhi’s 19.6
million followers. So, people can be bigger
than their companies in the political game.

While Facebook and Twitter are the social
media of choice for their generalist profiles,
more and more politicians are moving to
Instagram too. This would help them to cover
millennials. What about Generation Z? In the
recent US elections, it is said Tik Tok and
snapchat have made it to political media.

YouTube is the world’s second largest
social media channel — it is currently being
used for the UP elections.
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Depending on the 9 pm prime time is

passé. Politicians are now empowered to break
their own news and engage in conversations
with their constituents real-time.

For example, many politicians regularly
live stream on Facebook and Instagram as a
way to interact with voters and non-voters
alike in the US. Rather than just talk at voters,
live video encourages both meaningful and
personable conversations. This is more preva-
lent in western world — but is likely to enter
the India fray in a big way.
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Political parties must keep the conversa-

tion going with the voter base. Unlike the
usual rule of engaging twice or thrice a week
on social media here it is recommended to
talk daily. Sometimes there is no choice. There
are rebuttals, to counter. There are new ideas.
And you must keep churning material till it
reaches the customer.
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India’s population is young. Approximately

65% is below 35. Coupled this with 700 mil-
lion smartphones in the country growing at 25
million per quarter, this is the key tool to look
at in the current elections and going further.
Most young people consume news via online
editions, news shorts, twitter, and other social
media. More than news they want opinions
and views. Creating for the smaller screen is
key. Posters, memes, music videos and masala
are what get viral and buzz worthy very quick-
ly. 
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This is not a region or a sub sect. This is
the whole country you are dealing with. Or in
assembly elections, a full state. Some of our
states are equal to many European countries
put together. First and foremost, a party must
decide its election game plan. What will be the
approach? Ideally you would want to target
every consumer — What is the language you
will reach them in? National Hindi English or
vernacular?
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Every brand should be built on a strong,

differentiated consumer proposition. Through
their propositions, brands must have points of
parity which are necessary to be in the playing
field (for instance, every political brand stands
for the Indian voter) and also need to have

compelling points of difference (Party that talks
to the youth or party that is secular or party
that drives growth). Political brands, usually
offer economic development, attractive invest-
ments domestic and foreign, creating rapid and
massive employment, redressing poverty. These
are promises we find every party makes as elec-
tions come around the corner. They are univer-
sal needs of most voters, and a political brand
that does not offer them, therefore, does not
stand a chance. Hence, the point of difference
has to arise from an entirely different dimen-
sion — which could be commitment to growth,
the needs of a particular region or group, or a
track record of superior performance.
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It would be every party’s wish to target the

full voter base. But is that possible? That means
endless budgets to get the voter to see your
messages till they register. In media terms, this
would mean heavy expenses. So usually, a
Target segmentation exercise must be under-
taken. Who are you talking to? Who is predis-
posed to listen to you?
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Regular brands sometimes use a celebrity

or a spokesperson to endorse a product to give
it impetus. In Political Brands, this is a must.
Regular brands can get away with it. In a politi-
cal scenario this is an absolute must. Because
they embody ideologies that the consumer buys
into. In the 2021 US elections, the Republicans
were represented by the incumbent President
Donald Trump. To fight his popularity the
democrats needed to field the right candidate.
For a long time, there were no announcements.
The party seemed rudderless. Once Joe Biden
became the face the Political Brand wars began.
As I said in the beginning — when brands are
at war the consumer enjoys himself the most.
They keep a keen watch on the issues, the
repartee, and the salvos. All eyes are on the
leadership and in India it’s important for the
leader to connect across age groups. But partic-
ularly the youth.

India is in the throes of state elections and
the buzz is at its peak. This will all lead up to
the general elections in 2024. With the high
interest to consume news and views on this
subject its very important to get the marketing
and branding aspects right.

The writer is a former advertising profession-
al and now teaches marketing courses at B

schools; Her latest book Don't Forget 2004:
Advertising secrets of an impossible election

victory has been published by Vitasta
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TO BUILD A POLITICAL BRAND
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There is an old saying that if you sow the wind you will
reap whirlwind. Alas, despite history being replete with
such instances, people in power do not realise the

import of this age old golden wisdom. And for those who
do not care two hoots for English maxims dismissing them
as elitist gimmicks, Indian mystic Saint Kabir has a similar
piece of advice. Paraphrasing the couplet in English language
it becomes — whatever you did, you did not care, then what
use repenting. If you sow a Babul sapling (a thorny tree), you
cannot get mangoes. The powers that be have just one objec-
tive, to rule. By manipulating emotions of people and divid-
ing them on socio religious lines. The latest of the tricks is
the controversy created in the name of dress code. It start-
ed from an educational institution in Karnataka but has sent
ripples across the country. Though the matter has reached
the court of law and the ideal course of action should be to
let the legal interpretation provide the solution. Yet, there
are people across religions trying to foment trouble for petty
gains. That India has been both a witness and a victim of
such dirty designs is rather unfortunate. The biggest irony
is that what the shrewd British rulers used as a tool to divide
the Indian people and communalise the masses to perpe-
trate their rule has been used by the Indian politicians to gain
political advantage. For the British, divide and rule was a gov-
ernance strategy, while for the Indian politicians it is a polit-
ical game plan,a diversionary tactics to sway the people for
electoral gains. There is need to educate the people and cre-
ate awareness about the diabolic designs of the political class.
The tragedy is that we do not have scholars who can take
up the task to clear the haze surrounding the concept and
practice of religious doctrines. Misapprehensions between
people of different religions is the root cause of communal-
ism. Historical evidence suggests that the relationships
between India and Arabia predates the Arab conquerors’
arrival at Sindh. Even before the advent of Islam, the Indian
Ocean trade had brought the Arabs and the Indians togeth-
er. The basic issue is that there has been hardly any sincere
attempt by Indian researchers to understand the nature and
essence of Indian religions. In fact, European scholars have
devoted considerable attention to Islamic and Hindu reli-
gious texts and brought out well researched and authentic
literature. The establishment of global harmony and peace
calls for an understanding and civilised dialogue among major
religions. Dr. Han Kung, leading scholar of Theology has very
clearly stated that “no peace among Nations without peace
among religions. No peace among religions without dialogue
between the religions. No dialogue between religions with-
out investigation of foundations of religions”. A civilised and
rational view about religions will suggest that they all have
one denominator. It is important to understand the signif-
icance of that denominator. While it is commonplace to hear
Swami Vivekananda being quoted, one would do well to
realise what his principal lesson about religion was. Rather
than rabble rousing over hijab, members of both religions
may better recapitulate a verse from the eternal poet Ghalib
— if men were to come out of the self-limiting veil that cov-
ers their eyes, they will see glorious revelation in every faith.
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Lord Krishna has used the word
“yukta” several times in the
Bhagavad Gita, three times in

one verse alone (6.17). Why? Because
it is a very important word in the spir-
itual context. One Sanskrit dictionary
defines it as a great soul who has
achieved a bond with God. This
word comes from the Sanskrit word
“yuj”, which means to be linked,
besides having many other meanings.

And when we speak about yukta
behaviour, it has deep significance.
One must have the required materi-
al knowledge. For example, when the
Lord refers to yukta aahar, He is
emphasising on eating wholesome
and nutritious food, which is just right
for the person concerned. This is one
aspect. Another aspect of yukta
behaviour is the purpose behind it.
For example, why do children of ten-
der age prefer company of the oppo-
site gender? This has very likely to do
with lust rather than the likeability of
that person. And the third yardstick
is whether we are progressing in life
or regressing. For example, when a
businessman uses unfair means to
advance his business, he is regressing,
compared to a businessman, who
plays by the rules, though this is much
harder to do. He will be better off.

Why is yukta behaviour so impor-
tant? Lord Krishna gives one very
important reason, which is reduction
of suffering in life. (6.17) This mate-
rial world is an impermanent of mis-
eries. (8.14) Three kinds of troubles
are not too far from us. These are:
what we give to ourselves by not doing
yukta behaviour now and in the past,
including previous lives. Then, others
give us trouble, mostly as mediums of
what is due to us from, once again not

yukta behavior. The third source of
suffering is from natural elements like
excessive heat, cold, rain, etc., because
we have not qualified for higher
planets due to our earlier not yukta
behaviour. And sufferings are painful
to say the least. They have to tolerate,
which is not easy. This is the first
requirement, i.e. acceptance of the
reality of the necessity to tolerate. If
it wasn’t so, the Lord would not have
asked us to be tolerant. (6.17) It is
unavoidable in spite of doing our best;
because those who do practice yukta
behaviour tolerate better but they are
not exempt from suffering either.
God’s help in getting the strength to
tolerate should be sought by praying
to Him. 

As for the yukta behaviour, the
start has to be made with the basics.
There are two parts to this. One is
striving appropriately and the other is
appropriate activities. Both are impor-
tant. Our activities must be according

to ‘dharma’. If not, they will not be
aligned with God’s plans for us; we
will be crossing ‘maryada’. Our activ-
ities must ensure that we can main-
tain ourselves adequately. If we can
serve others as well, that is very good.
And they must suit our individual
natures, which can, then, be sustained
over a long period.

Now turning to how much should
we exert? Obviously, there shouldn’t
be overwork, because it cannot be sus-
tained. Similarly, there should be no
procrastination. Multitasking is okay
once in a while. These efforts will be
largely determined by our strengths,
which are: physical, mental and the
extent to which we can tolerate.
Human life is much too precious to
be squandered by not being sensible
about everything. Shouldn’t we behave
like cultured persons? Yes, we must at
all times and do what is yukta.
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When we look at our
lives, there are many
paths we travel on and
many destinations that
we choose, depending

on our aim in life.
If one were to look down from a

high vantage point, one would see peo-
ple traveling on different pathways of
their goals, as if they were ants scurry-
ing around on the ground.

Most of us are headed in the
direction of achieving financial inde-
pendence and wealth. Some of us
towards a prosperous career, devoting
most of our adult life to working in a
certain field. 

Some are satisfied gaining more
and more knowledge, devoting our
time to study and research. While some
of us are also walking the pathway of
developing healthy relationships and
having a family.

If we were to examine all the path-
ways upon which all of us are walking,
we find that they have one thing in
common. All these roads, wherever we
are headed towards in life, come to an
end when we take our final breath.

Our journey on these pathways
stops at the time of our death. This is
the brutal truth of our lives. Our
wealth, our careers, our worldly knowl-
edge, our relationships, our art... are all
left behind when our physical body per-
ishes. 

What then is the path that we can
follow that is eternal, that outlives the
demise of our physical body, and leads
us to God? The answer is: Spirituality.

It is the pathway of universal love
that leads us to God, where we will be
embraced in a love that will last for all
eternity. 

God is spirit and beyond the lim-
itations of this physical world. If we
spend our valuable life’s breaths in pur-
suit of the love of God, we will find a
road that leads to an eternity of love. 

This journey of spirit leads our soul
from a world of suffering into a realm
of Light which fills us with eternal peace
and Love.

How can we attain this permanent
blissful love? How can we set forth on
the pathway to God? The Answer is
through Meditation. 

Meditation on the inner Light and
Sound of God is not just for physical
relaxation of the body; it provides eter-
nal love and bliss for the soul. It offers
a pathway to attain the state of univer-
sal love.

As we focus within, we are able to
connect with the current of Light and
Sound, which is present within each
one of us.

As we journey further within, the
love and bliss we experience, and the
mysteries that unfold unto us, bring
about a personal transformation with-
in us. 

We awaken to the reality of our
existence. We become loving, caring,

selfless individuals who embrace the
oneness of life, and seek to serve all. We
become channels of love that can
bring joy and help to others. We are able
to contribute to making the world a bet-
ter place. 

We then can radiate universal
love. We do good not for any gains for
ourselves, but to be an instrument of
God to help others.

Every aspect of spirituality is built
on the principle of love that can be
experienced universally by people of all
ages and from all walks of life. The spir-
itual practices are fuelled by the power
of love.

If we understand the role of univer-
sal love in all aspects of the spiritual
path, we will find that spirituality is not
hard at all. It is, in fact, easy.

But how do we learn more about
the spiritual path? How can learn to go
within? 

We all know that when we want to
study something in this world we go to
a teacher who is proficient in that sub-
ject. When we are young, we go to a
nursery school. As we get older, we go
to middle school and high school and
then on to college. If we want to learn
physics or chemistry we go to a teacher
or a professor. The teacher will explain
to us the theory of the subject.

Whenever we have any problems
we can ask our teachers questions and
they will sit down and spend the time
to make sure the fundamentals of the

subject are very clear to us. If the basics
are clear, then we can build our whole
knowledge on those strong fundamen-
tals.

Along with the theory, teachers also
show us how we can perform different
experiments so that we can have total
knowledge of the subject. They show
us how we can perform the experi-
ments ourselves under their guidance
so that, from a practical point of view,
we can see what the theory is trying to
teach to us.

Thus, to get a total picture and to
fully understand the whole subject, we
not only need the theory but we also
need the practical aspect.

The subject of spirituality is not
complicated, if we learn it in the right
manner. Just as physics or chemistry
could be complicated if the teacher is
not very sure of the fundamentals and
cannot properly teach us, with spiritu-
ality, which is an age-old science, we
need to go to someone who knows the
subject very clearly, who has done the
experiments, who is very familiar with
the ways beyond, so that they can guide
us past all the pitfalls which are along
the way. How far teachers can take us
depends on how far they have gone.

Just as we can perform some of our
experiments in a physics or chemistry
laboratory in school, similarly this
human body is our laboratory that has
been provided to us by God. A spiri-
tual guide teaches us the way to do the

experiments inside our body. They help
us connect with the inner Light and
Sound so that we can go within, exper-
iment for ourselves, and watch our
progress. They can give us not only the
theory but also the practical aspect of
self-realisation and God-realisation so
that we can experience God.

A spiritual guide wants us to know
who we really are. They want us to
know who God is. They want us to
know the way back to God. They help
us realise that we are not the body; that
the real thing in the body is the soul.
They want us to realise that the soul in
each one of us is a part of God, and we
have to love and respect every human
being, and not only every human
being, but each form of creation in this
world.

If we can get to a stage where we
realise that the soul in each form of cre-
ation is a part of God, then we will have
no trouble seeing the Light of God in
everyone. As soon as we get to that state
where we see the Light of God in every-
one, then the connection of our soul
with God happens immediately.

A spiritual guide encourages peo-
ple to try the experiment of meditation
themselves, after they have been given
the spark. Once we start travelling on
this path of spirituality with the help of
a spiritual guide, then we can soon
experience our true self and experience
God within us. 
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We know nothing of our

inner nature.
Something like a

crushing blow, a brush with
death, boredom, loneliness,
despair, extreme happiness and
its opposite might trigger us to
set out on the path of explo-
ration — to discover who we
really are. Disciple and discipline
come from the Latin word to
learn. As soon as we suspect
there is a need to learn, the mas-
ter beckons.

You ask me, who is a disci-
ple. As far as I can see, with the
benefits of a few blows and
many blessings, a disciple is one
who, having caught the scent of
unbounded freedom, love, truth,
peace, god or whatever, will
stand by the one who emits that
scent through thick and thin, for
better or worse. 

This does not mean they
become followers. A genuine
disciple remains a unique indi-
vidual who breathes in the
divine fragrance, and who,
through diligence, persistence
and trust, becomes the fragrance
that the master is.

Let’s say YOU are a disciple.
You were lost in a vast desert or
infinite city. The Master is a sin-
gle signpost; you discern a sense
of direction. You have to do the
walking. At nightfall you are
totally exhausted: now the mas-
ter is a hostelry, a host. Next
morning he is an alarm call. As
you continue your journey,
thirst and hunger tug at you and
the journey starts to pall: the
master turns up as a water-seller

and an orchard, bountiful with
fruit. The days wear on and once
you turn towards a mirage or a
shopping mall and long for its
distractions: the master is a roar-
ing security guard who will not
let you pass. After centuries or
seconds you catch glimpses of
your journey’s end across a ver-
dant valley with its raging river:
the master is your guide and a
bridge. Finally you feel within
yourself, soft stirrings of the
unborn: you are pregnant with
essential life: the master is your

midwife.
This short metaphor is a

hint; the truth is more complex
and exciting. We need to under-
stand about ‘surrender’, a word
much used in the master-disci-
ple connection. It has two con-
notations — one is abject giving
up, a kow-towing to superior
might, a dropping of responsi-
bility. The authentic disciple’s
surrender will have none of that. 

Osho said, “As far as I am
concerned, I am not part of any
old category of masters. I am a

new beginning in the sense that
the old master demanded sur-
render. I don’t demand anything
from you, because to me surren-
der is a subtle spiritual slavery.
[…] I want my people to be
individuals living in freedom.
On another occasion he said, the
master does not teach and yet
you learn from him. When you
surrender to the master, you do
not surrender to the master.

My understanding is that
what the disciple apparently sur-
renders is what is not real, the
artefact known as their ego.
They are relieved of a burden
and the master is not lumbered
with it. That is the win-win for
master and disciple.”

The disciple undertakes to
learn from the master how to
discover his own true nature. He
embraces no beliefs or prescrip-
tions, listens more to the silence
of the master than his words,
follows his heart not his mind
and, when the wind is blowing
in the right direction, his ego
falls away. He finds himself as
free and innocent, connected
with all people and all things as
when he was a child.

We all have the Buddha
within us — that truly is our
inner nature. With ardent intent
we can learn from children, a
dog, a forest of trees: an authen-
tic master is the fast track most
of us need. Osho, the master of
masters, is as present and as
potent now as ever he was when
embodied.

The writer is a gardener, a
beekeeper, author, poet & painter
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The recent economic data
projection on India’s GDP

growth rate for FY 21-22 to be
9.2 per cent is a good indica-
tor of its economic prowess.
The IMF has indicated India’s
growth about 9.5 per cent
which augurs well for its fur-
ther economic prospects.
Renowned strategic affairs
expert K Subrahmanyam said
security does not only mean
protection of a country from
internal and external threat but
ensuring that the country is
industrialised rapidly and has
a cohesive egalitarian and tech-
nological society. The role of
trust creation and a process of
good governance in a multi-
cultural society like India pro-
vide the vital bond that can cre-
ate miracle. India has that
bond very well intact. 

However, all this has come
about due to incredible amount
of hard work and zeal which
the leadership has shown
despite the spike in Covid-19
pandemic. Even as major

economies of the world wit-
nessed slowdown, economic
growth has remained resilient
in India. However, the major
challenge before the Indian
Government remains the need
to create more employment
since the number of the unem-
ployed and the underemployed
has increased over the years.
Rapid globalisation has
brought forward a new syn-
drome of “perform or perish”. 

Surely the syndrome is
affecting public sector enter-
prises and businesses the world
around. Although the abun-
dance of cheap labour and the
initiative towards FDI (for-
eign direct investment) have
made certain economies with
a promising prospects, the
strong foundation and tremen-
dous trust generated by Indian
banking, public and private
sector units provided a much
needed impetus during the
worst spikes of pandemic. 

Although initially India
was not very aggressive in its

economic reforms, it gradual-
ly started creating inner web of
confidence building measures
to provide not only economic
growth but also ensure the
development of each section of
society, thus, coming out with
a framework of socio-eco-
nomic justice that helped in
building trust. 

Also, catching on export-
oriented special economic
zones, the country soon start-
ed enhancing world trade,
which was in the beginning
hardly 0.7 per cent. The process
of strengthening medium-term
export strategy proved to be a
strategic effort for India during
2002-2007. Besides, the reso-
lution in 1991 gave another
boost to the Indian economy.
Although FDI is considerably
higher in certain east Asian
tigers and China, the invest-
ment returns are far greater in
India due to its superior cor-
porate pattern of clean gover-
nance and the high quality of
commercially driven compa-

nies. Numerous Indian busi-
ness experts and investors have
carved a niche for themselves
overseas particularly in the
field of information technolo-
gy, biotech, pharmaceuticals
and health-care where even
advanced countries need to still
catch up. 

Besides, India’s indigenous
entrepreneurs and industries
certainly give it a huge advan-
tage over higher level of FDI of
other leading economies of
the world. For example, the
Chinese export-led manufac-
turing progress is mainly based
on FDI, which is hardly a sub-
stitute for home-grown entre-
preneurship. India’s strength
lies in creating its internal
markets as it already has a fast
growing middle class. Financial
dealings are not as simple as
they appear to be and require
constant monitoring by com-
petent authorities. The mal-
functioning of the financial sys-
tem in Japan during the last
couple of years or so turned out

to be pernicious for the coun-
try. This problem can be com-
pounded by the lack of
matured markets which are at
times depressed and some-
times buoyant for no apparent
reasons. Besides, India has
brought forward all necessary
requisites required for good,
business friendly environment
for investors across the globe. 

Undoubtedly, China’s high
saving rate, good infrastructure
and their manufacturing is
way ahead of India, but this
cannot be compared with
India’s services-driven industry
prowess and its institutional
stability, deeply interwoven in
pluralism and democracy.
Recently, there has been a rev-
olution in the process of open-
ing up of start-ups as they have
crossed the landmark of more
than ten thousand providing a
huge impetus to employment
generation during the last five
years alone. According to a
recent report of NASSCOM,
the robust strategy of start-ups

have created more than one
lakh both direct and indirect
jobs. The strategy to enhance
its operational and support
network, ranging from rural to
urban areas, India ensured a
much higher rate of return on
assets. India also made mag-
nificent strides in a number of
areas, including knowledge
and skill-based intensive ser-
vices such as telecommunica-
tion, pharmaceuticals, biotech-
nology, professional services of
doctors, teachers and man-
agement professionals, etc. 

India is also emerging as
the first choice for foreign
investors who are gradually
pumping in a huge amount,
more than $60 billion in the
Indian stock markets with
about 260 new foreign
investors having registered with
the stock market regulating
body (SEBI) during the last two
decades or so. In addition to
this, as many as 600 new
investors were granted per-
mission to trade on the Indian

stock exchanges consequently
leading to 125 per cent growth
in the Sensex and 148 per cent
rise in Bombay Stock
Exchange. 

The stupendous progress
of India in the IT industry has
opened a new era of Indian
companies aggressively cap-
turing overseas markets. The
ambit of compliance and reg-
ulatory authorities also provide
economic security as nothing
gets undetected. Foreign
investor sentiments can further
be enhanced by creating per-
missible ease in the tax rates
and the existing protocols with-
out compromising on security.
Doing this would not only
save paperwork, taxes and time
for the typical investor, but also
further ease their decision in
settling for India for business
destination as a first choice. 

(The writer, a recipient of
Bharat Gaurav Award, is a
professor and expert on strate-
gic affairs) 

Canada’s Freedom Convoy
(CFC) began at the end of

January in Ottawa, the coun-
try’s capital city, as an objection
to a vaccine mandate that
requires the truckers entering
Canada to be either fully vac-
cinated or face testing and
undergo quarantine restric-
tions. 

Coincidentally, other pro-
testers joined in to raise their
objections against the mask
mandate, lockdowns, restric-
tions on gatherings and other
Covid-19 preventive measures. 

However these demon-
strations are less a reaction to
Covid-19 mandates and more
a clear reflection of the pan-
demic-related reactions
imposed by the Canadian
Government for over two years
now. The reality is that some
new restrictions have been
brought in and others lifted in
ways which have not always
made convenient for the ordi-
nary Canadians.

The protest has strongly
highlighted genuine concerns
and apprehensions about how
the Covid-19 has upended
lives with conspiracy theories
and probably racist extremism
in some parts. 

Many Canadians believe
that this movement is partly
financed from abroad. 

Many of the demonstrators
displayed the banners of for-
mer US President Donald
Trump and the historic
Confederate Flag. This Flag is
sometimes believed to have
represented “white supremacy,
pro-racism, slavery and
hatred”. 

This concept of the
Confederate Flag, as depicted
on the first Confederate Flag
(1862-63), was to show the
secession of the 11 Southern
States from the Union and the
Northern States of America.
But later on two more States
joined which forced to change
the design of the flag to be a
blue cross or the X with 13
white stars in 1863-65. This
final act of rebellion is what led
to the American Civil War
from 1861-65 during the pres-
idency of Abraham Lincoln. 

Why should the Justin
Trudeau Government consid-
er the truckers’ demands seri-
ously? Simply, the protesters are
not just mirroring a single cat-
alogue of grievance though it
may seem so. What is shocking
for the whole world is that only
a few dozen truckers and a few
hundred protesters brought
the country’s capital city to a
standstill. Besides, the chaos
has literally closed down some
of the critical border crossings
with the neighbouring US.
This has finally throttled the
auto industry that solely
depends on the constant trans-
port communication between

America and Canada. 
Why is the stir spreading

globally? It is inspiring many to
protest in some countries
around the world. It has already
started in France, Belgium,
the Netherlands, and New
Zealand, etc. Last week, central
Paris witnessed demonstrators
blocking the traffic, but the city
police dispersed them with
tear gas all around the capital
city. 

However, the authorities in
Paris and Brussels announced
a ban on such freedom con-
voys. Meanwhile, the French
Government has deployed
around 7,200 police officers
and gendermas (the French
Military Police). New Zealand
and Australia are also experi-
encing Canada style Freedom
Convoy’s. 

Wellington, the capital city
of New Zealand, has witnessed
hundreds of motorists and
other protesters taking part in
the demonstrations. Many of
them are camping outside the
Parliament building demand-
ing immediate end to the
restrictions imposed in regard
to Covid-19. Meanwhile thou-
sands turned to “Convoy to
Canberra” rally outside
Australia’s Parliament building. 

As per the estimate of the
Australian police, around
10,000 gathered as part of the

“Convoy to Canberra” rally
wherein the large sections of
them are shouting against the
recent Covid-19 mandates in
the country. 

Many people are gradual-
ly joining the Canberra Convoy
as they feel they have lost
more than they can tolerate by
now. The California truckers
tired of Covid-19 mandates are
expected to join a Freedom
Convoy to Washington DC
next week. The organisers say
the American truckers’ move-
ment dubbed as “The People’s
Convoy” will highlight almost
the same kind of issues like the
Canadian truckers and citizens.
The truckers headed towards
the capital city are demanding
an end to the Emergency
Powers Act, concerning the
pandemic and to restore the
nation’s constitution. 

The organisers of the
Convoy wrote on the
Facebook, “It is about our
rights, as well as the freedom of
future generations. It is not
about political parties, but
more so about a government
that has forgotten its place
and has no regard for our
founding father’s instructions.” 

Also the group believes
that the elected representa-
tives lack the authority to
deprive people of their funda-
mental rights by implementing

Covid-19 restrictions.
What do Trudeau’s nation-

al emergency measures indicate
or mean? Now to finally put an
end to the truckers’ strike, the
Trudeau Government has
invoked the infamous National
Emergencies Act. He declared
the rare Emergencies Act to
quell the protests by the truck-
ers and other Opposition
groups across Canada. 

The Federal Government
of Canada has never before
invoked this obscure piece of
disaster and emergency law.
This act provides additional
tools to the Central
Government to handle crisis-
related activities. For example,
this will allow the Ottawa to
manage situations as they
unfold, take extra-ordinary
actions that are time-bound,
and finally can deploy calcu-
lated use of out-of-the ordinary
vast governmental powers. 

Clearly speaking, he has
made all arrangements to push
the protesters to the fringes at
any cost. And the world has
now come to know that
Trudeau will not compromise
on anything to safeguard the
national security of the coun-
try. Thus, while addressing the
nation, he said, “This is about
keeping Canadians safe, pro-
tecting people’s jobs and restor-
ing confidence in our institu-

tions.”
In fact, he asked the pro-

testers to go home without
addressing their issues. He
said, “The blockades are harm-
ing our economy and endan-
gering public safety. We can’t
and will not allow illegal and
dangerous activities to contin-
ue.” 

This indeed indicated what
was there in his mind and what
he intended to do with the
protesting truckers and other
demonstrators. The
Government is also using the
Emergencies Act to track those
who are currently supporting
the protesters. Indeed the
Government is also giving
enough powers to the financial
institutions like the banks to
suspend or freeze personal or
corporate accounts that are
used for funding these illegal
protests. The Canadian author-
ities have already made it pub-
lic that half the funding is
sourced from neighbouring
US. To Trudeau, this Act will
strengthen the police’s ability to
impose fines and even impris-
onment for protesters who
blockade borders. Further this
will also grant them the power
to tow vehicles.

After the invoking of the
Emergencies Act, the Canadian
Civil Liberties Association says
the Government had not met

the standards for invoking the
Emergencies Act which is
intended to deal with threats to
“sovereignty, security and ter-
ritorial integrity”. 

When Trudeau held meet-
ings with his Liberal Caucus
and the Premiers of the
provinces this week, he did not
get favourable responses from
all of them. Following the
meeting, the Premiers of
Alberta, Manitoba, Quebec
and Saskatchewan loudly spoke
out against the Emergencies
Act.

It is to be noted here that
the Emergencies Act of 1988 is
a part of the Revised Statutes of
Canada. This kind of laws is
reserved for use under rare
occasions. In more than 30
years, no Canadian
Government has determined
that any disaster whether nat-
ural or man-made has created
such emergency to invoke this
Act. So many are criticising
Trudeau for his hidden dicta-
torial move. In 1970, Trudeau’s
father and then Prime Minister
Pierre invoked the War
Measures Act and brought the
military into the street to
counter terrorist attacks. But
decision was considered as
one of the most controversial
one in his 15-year long career
as a PM.

It is good that by this time,

the Canadian authorities have
cleared the Ambassador Bridge
between the US and Canada,
the busiest land crossing in
North America which had
been blocked by the demon-
strators for several days. But the
downtown Ottawa has been
under siege for more than a
fortnight now. 

The copycat protests in
the lines of Ottawa reflect
growing anger of some sections
of society against their gov-
ernments. And many political
analysts feel that many gov-
ernments may find it really dif-
ficult to put off such disparate
demonstrations though their
grievances are different from
one another except the Covid-
related issues.

The literal gridlock that has
gripped the nation’s capital
may lead to the resignation of
Trudeau. The Conservatives
have already latched onto a
freedom-oriented approach to
unite all against the Prime
Minister. Secondly, they are
trying to hit hard at his much-
vaunted ego. Third, the
Conservative politicians final-
ly wanted to bring an end to the
punitive, worthless and unwar-
ranted vaccine segregation
mandates and emergency
directives.

Trudeaus’ Liberal Canada
is telegraphing to the world that
it will not tolerate any disrup-
tion of public life by the truck-
ers. Thus, he has imposed the
emergency order. However,
with this movement Canada is
moving fast towards an unwel-
come global spotlight. Surely, it
would be too difficult for
Trudeau, his Liberal Party and
other sections of the Canadian
political class to shrug off just
as an ordinary upheaval. 

Of course, the demonstra-
tors are a tiny section of its
population as the country has
already vaccinated more than
80 per cent of its people.
Looking at the current impasse,
an immediate rapprochement
between the Trudeau
Government and the Freedom
Convoy seems impossible.
Canada’s usually sleepy capital
is facing the worst of the crisis
in recent years. How Trudeau’s
calm, reassuring and trade-
mark delivery style would help
him come out of the Freedom
Convoy is going to be worth
watching.

(Dr Makhan Saikia has
taught political science and
international relations for over
a decade in institutions of
national and international
repute after specialisation in
globalisation and governance
from Tata Institute of Social
Sciences, Mumbai. He is the
chief editor of the Journal of
Global Studies, an internation-
al research journal)
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Recently someone asked me:
“Human beings go through inter-
mittent bouts of pleasure and pain.

Is there a way to avoid suffering?” “In this
transient world, the dynamics of life is so
complex that there remains no scope for
having a perfect situation. If, however,
you see through nature, and follow its
script, it will help you negotiate the call-
ings of life with relative ease and comfort.
The entailed message is: Conduct in an
orderly way despite all the existing disor-
derly promptings from within and
beyond.” I answered. 

Science holds the view that there was
entropy (disorder) at the primordial-
source once, which excited energy
streams. Indian Philosophy terms the
same event as Pranava. Immediately
thereafter began harmonisation of cre-
ative energies, which progressively
evolved into the manifest plural world
with all its enormity and diversity. Even
in the cosmos, unaccountable number of
energy particles are colliding with each
other every moment. Amidst all that
chaos, energy-balls such as the Sun,
Moon and other planetary bodies keep
moving in an orderly fashion. They have
been respectively traversing their inde-

pendent trajectory. Allowing independent
space to each other, they still maintain
relativity amongst themselves as if they
would be moving as a family, discharging
their individual and collective assignment
towards running of the universe. That is
how the universe has been for so long. If
we follow this script, we can ensure a
smooth run of life.

As the cause permeates the effect,
imprints of both order and disorder are
exist in human construct, which keep
playing on the mind. Both sides often
find reflection in people’s conduct. But
what proves stronger, varies from person-
to-person, according as one’s unitary
mind is inherently framed, coming as
may with the Karmic carryover from the
past. At the same time, it needs to be
remembered that humans also enjoy the
exclusive privilege of guiding their action
by choice and discrimination. Applying
this prerogative, a being is empowered to
look within, identify and acknowledge,
one’s fault lines. Accordingly, make neces-
sary correction. Also, hone one’s talent.
Apply your discriminatory abilities to
conduct intelligently. The paradox, how-
ever, is that discriminatory ability is not
available by default. It needs to be con-

sciously invoked before picking up any
lead or while reacting or responding to a
situation, which calls for being fully alert.
Majority, however, seldom remain con-
scious on this count. They therefore,
become subject to pleasure and pain
depending on how they move in life. 

A fit case to look at is that of some-
one who exhibits both the trends. He has
been performing exceedingly well in his
career. During his tenure, he has taken
his assignment to new height, earning
laurels from his superiors. He is popular
in his peer group, and is liked by his
juniors and associates. Yet, he suffers
from a sense of fear and insecurity about
future, and so keeps worrying. He often
invites controversy because of his indis-
crete moves. Every now and then he loses
his cool at home.

A look at his astrological pointers will
make things clear. Moon over the head
makes him a performer of high order. It
may offer him the opportunity to come in
public glare like a shining moon. 10th
lord Mars extending its support to Moon
make him spiritedly carry on the task in
hand. Exalted Jupiter favourably disposed
of to Uranus grants him with leadership
ability who will enjoy the support and

patronage of superiors. Venus beneficially
aligned to Mercury makes him good at
expressions and would be popular. All
put together make him a performer of
high repute.

Despite all his positives, his flip side
often puts him into a difficult situation.
Both the luminaries, the Sun and Moon
being ill-disposed off to Saturn indicates
having sense of fear and insecurity
imprinted in mind. Given a small trigger,
his negative side comes into play.
Mercury placed adverse to Mars and
Uranus makes him restless, opinionated,
who at times may act impulsively. Mars
placed adverse to Jupiter speaks of his
inflated ego, which makes him stuck to
his beliefs and perceptions, normally not
open to look beyond for a reality check.
Moon ill-ordained to Venus makes him
too much touchy and sensitive, who may
get over exercised even on trivial issues,
when he temporarily loses his sense of
reasons and order. He may then offend
others with his ill-timed indiscreet out-
bursts. The result is there to see.
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