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Russia launched a wide-
ranging attack on Ukraine

on Thursday, hitting cities and
bases with airstrikes or shelling,
as civilians piled into trains and
cars to flee. Ukraine’s govern-
ment said Russian tanks and
troops rolled across the border
in a “full-scale war” that could
rewrite the geopolitical order
and whose fallout already
reverberated around the world.

The Russian military has
destroyed 74 Ukrainian mili-
tary facilities, including 11 air
bases, an AP report said quot-
ing Russia’s Defense Ministry
on Thursday.

In unleashing Moscow’s
most aggressive action since the
Soviet invasion of Afghanistan
in 1979, President Vladimir
Putin deflected global con-
demnation and cascading new
sanctions - and chillingly
referred to his country’s nuclear
arsenal. He threatened any for-
eign country attempting to
interfere with “consequences
you have never seen.”

Ukraine’s President said
Russian forces were trying to
seize the Chernobyl nuclear
plant, site of the world’s worst
nuclear disaster, and Ukrainian
forces were battling other
troops just miles from Kyiv for
control of a strategic airport.
Large explosions were heard in
the capital there and in other
cities, and people massed in
train stations and took to roads,
as the government said the for-
mer Soviet republic was seeing
a long-anticipated invasion
from the east, north and south. 

The chief of the NATO
alliance said the “brutal act of
war” shattered peace in Europe,
joining a chorus of world lead-
ers who decried the attack,
which could cause massive
casualties, topple Ukraine’s
democratically elected gov-

ernment and upend the post-
Cold War security order. The
conflict was already shaking
global financial markets: Stocks
plunged and oil prices soared
amid concerns that heating
bills and food prices would sky-
rocket. 

Condemnation rained
down not only from the US and
Europe, but from South Korea,
Australia and beyond - and
many governments readied
new sanctions. Even friendly
leaders like Hungary’s Viktor
Orban sought to distance
themselves from Putin.
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy cut
diplomatic ties with Moscow
and declared martial law. 

“As of today, our countries
are on different sides of world
history,” Zelenskyy tweeted.
“Russia has embarked on a path
of evil, but Ukraine is defend-
ing itself and won’t give up its
freedom.” 

His adviser Mykhailo
Podolyak said: “A full-scale
war in Europe has begun. ...
Russia is not only attacking
Ukraine, but the rules of nor-
mal life in the modern world.”

While some nervous
Europeans speculated about a
possible new world war, the US
and its NATO partners have so
far shown no indication they
would join in a war against
Russia. They instead mobi-
lized troops and equipment
around Ukraine’s western flank
- as Ukraine pleaded for
defense assistance and help
protecting its airspace.

In Washington, President
Joe Biden convened a meeting
of the National Security
Council on Thursday to discuss
Ukraine as the US prepares
new sanctions. Biden admin-
istration officials have signaled
that two of the measures they
were considering most strong-
ly include hitting Russia’s
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NATO Secretary-General
Jens Stoltenberg warned

on Thursday that the military
alliance would defend every
inch of its territory should
Russia attack a member coun-
try, as he slammed Moscow for
brutal act of war on Ukraine.

World leaders reacted to
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
with raw outrage — and vows
of unprecedented sanctions —
that shrouded a sense of pow-
erlessness to defend Ukraine
militarily without running the
risk of a wider war in Europe.

NATO had already  rein-
forced its eastern flank facing

Russia and planned a virtual
summit of its leaders on Friday
after President Vladimir Putin
warned that any interference

from other countries would
lead to “consequences you have
never seen in history.”  

Continued on Page 2
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Dalal Street saw one of its
worst crashes ever and the

Indian rupee plummeted
against the dollar as the fear of
economic fallout of Russia’s
attack on Ukraine gripped the
investors, who lost nearly Rs
13.44 lakh crore on Thursday.
Markets in Asia and Europe too
were deep in the negative ter-
ritory.

With the panicky investors
seeking to shift to a safe haven,
gold prices surged along with
crude oil prices, which went
past the USD 105 per barrel
mark.

The 30-share BSE gauge
plunged about 2,850 points
during the session before clos-
ing at 54,529.91, registering a
massive fall of 2,702.15 points
or 4.72 per cent. This was its
biggest decline since March 23,
2020. See P9
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With Russia launching mil-
itary action against

Ukraine, India on Thursday
started working on contin-
gency plans to bring back its
citizens from Ukraine through
alternative air routes.

The Indian embassy in
Kyiv has asked its citizens there
to remain calm and safe.  The
control room to render assis-
tance was expanded, and the
IAF was put on standby for
evacuation.

Indian ambassador to
Ukraine Partha Satpathy said,
“The situation is highly tense
and very uncertain, it is caus-
ing a lot of anxiety.”  He also
said, “Airspace is closed, railway
schedules are in flux, and roads
are crammed.”

The envoy said the
embassy continues to remain
open and operate in Kyiv. He
said the embassy has reached

out to the Indian diaspora and
requested them to assist
Indians in Ukraine.

The Indian ambassador
also said the Ministry of
External Affairs and the
embassy are working on a
“mission mode” to find a “solu-
tion to this difficult situation”.

“I am reaching out to you
from Kyiv. Today early morn-
ing, we all woke up with the
news that Ukraine is under
attack. The situation is highly
tense,” he said.

“I urge you to please stay
wherever you are, in your
familiar locations. Those who
are in transit, please return to
your familiar places of habita-
tion. Those who are stranded
here in Kyiv, please get in
touch with your friends and
colleagues in Kyiv, universities
and other community mem-
bers, so that you can tem-
porarily lodge there,” he said.

Continued on Page 2
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Opposition leaders on
Thursday attacked the

Government for not making
timely arrangements to bring
back nearly 20,000 Indians
stranded in Ukraine and
accused it of “turning away its
face” on its nationals in this dif-
ficult time.

Leaders from the Congress
demanded that India should
take a firm stand and “unequiv-
ocally condemn” Russia’s
action.

Attacking  the Government
for not acting despite repeated
warnings, the Congress asked
why it had not made arrange-
ments in time to bring 20,000
Indians in Ukraine back home
safely. Former party chief Rahul
Gandhi asked the Government
to expedite the evacuation
process. “The safety of 20,000
Indians stranded in Ukraine is
paramount,” Rahul said in a

message.
Former Minister of State for

External Affairs and Congress
leader Shashi Tharoor said he
is receiving a number of des-
perate messages from families
of students stranded in Ukraine
and needing evacuation. 

“Mr Prime Minister, this is
not the time for election strat-
egy but for diplomatic strategy.
Thousands of our children who
have gone to study in Ukraine
are stuck there, understand the
priority!” Tharoor tweeted.

Tharoor also said however
much one appreciates
Moscow’s legitimate security
concerns, resorting to war is
impossible to accept or justify,
and India should demand that
Russians “stop”. “So Russia is
conducting a ‘regime change’
operation. How long can India,
which had consistently
opposed such interventions,
stay silent?” Tharoor tweeted.

Continued on Page 2
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India remains committed to
peaceful resolution of the

ongoing crisis in Ukraine
through talks and bringing out
its citizens from there, Foreign
Secretary Harsh Shringla said
here on Thursday.  He also said
India is in constant touch with
all the countries, including the
US, and will take a stand after
going through the draft reso-
lution to be presented in the
UN Security Council.

Describing the current sit-
uation there as “complicated,
fast-changing and tough”, he
said India was in touch with all

the countries in the neigh-
bourhood of Ukraine, includ-
ing Poland, Hungary, and
Romania.

He said efforts were on to
bring out the Indian citizens to
these countries through the
land borders and then evacu-
ate them to India.  He said
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
had directed that the first pri-
ority is to bring back the
stranded Indian citizens.  The
PM chaired a Cabinet
Committee on Security (CCS)
late on Thursday to take stock
of the scenario.

The Foreign Secretary said
all the Indian citizens desiring
to leave the country should
move westwards for likely evac-
uation. 

Continued on Page 2
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The Supreme Court on
Thursday dismissed a plea

seeking a stay on the release of
the Bollywood movie
Gangubai Kathiawadi. The Alia
Bhatt starrer film produced by
Sanjay Leela Bhansali’s Bhansali
Production Private Ltd is
scheduled for release on Friday.

A bench of Justices Indira
Banerjee and JK Maheswari
dismissed the plea of Babuji
Rawji Shah, who claims to be
the adopted son of Gangubai,
against the Bombay High
Court’s order declining him
various reliefs such as interim
stay on the release of the movie. 

At the outset, senior advo-
cate A Sundaram, appearing for
the filmmakers, told the bench
that it would practically not be
possible to change the name of

the movie, as suggested by the
court, as they will have to go to
the censor board again for this.
He submitted that there cannot
be any objection to the naming
of the film as a censor certificate
has been given to the movie. He
questioned the locus of the
petitioner and said that Shah
claims to be the adopted son of
Gangubai without evidence. 

“There is no basis for adop-
tion. A person is claiming to be
the adopted son and there’s no

prima facie evidence. He is a
third party and he has only
shown a ration card to prove
his claim. Not even a whisper
of proof of the same apart from
ration card,” Sundaram said. 

The senior lawyer further
said that nothing prima facie
has been shown to the court to
prove there is anything defam-
atory in the movie. 

Sundaram said the entire
case is premised on a book
based on 2011 which they did-
n’t consider challenging at that
time. “The book was “The
Mafia Queens of Bombay”.
Our film glorifies the lady as to
what she has accomplished,” he
said. 

There are judgments to
show that the right of defama-
tion dies with a person’s death,
Sundaram said. 

Continued on Page 2
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Despite the national Capital
witnessing the Covid-19

pandemic leading to a lock-
down last year, the Delhi Police
recorded 91 per cent first
timers involved in heinous and
non-heinous cases registered
across the city.

The national Capital wit-
nessed a 15 per cent rise in
crime in 2021 as compared to
2020. Police said that 3,06,389
crimes were reported in 2021
as compared to 2,66,070 cases

the previous year, citing that the
increase in the crime rate was
because of a lesser number of
cases recorded during the pan-
demic in 2020.

A major 21.69 per cent rise
has been witnessed in rape
cases, with 1,969 incidents
reported in 2021 as compared
to 1,618 in 2020.

While releasing the report
card at the Delhi Police annu-
al conference, Police
Commissioner Rakesh Asthana
said that around 70 per cent of
the offences in the national
Capital were petty crimes,
including burglary, robbery
and theft, while 30 per cent
were heinous crimes.

According to the data,

5,740 heinous crime cases were
reported in 2021 as compared
to 5,413 in 2020. In 2021, a total

of 2,87,563 cases under “other
Indian Penal Code (IPC) sec-
tions” (theft, robbery, bur-

glary), 2,93,303 cases under
“total IPC” (heinous and theft)
and 13,086 cases under “Local
and Special Laws” (arms-relat-
ed crime, NDPS) were regis-
tered. “A total of 459 cases of
murder were reported in the
Capital in 2021 while 472 mur-
der cases were reported in
2020, witnessing a three per
cent decline in 2021,” the data
stated.

Asthana said that only nine
per cent of murder cases were
related to criminal motive
while 36 per cent were due to
enmity or dispute. “There were
30 per cent murder incidents
due to sudden provocation or
trivial issue while 12 per cent
were due to passion,” said the

police chief.
However, there was a steep

rise of 35 per cent in attempt to
murder cases. “In 2021, a total
of 655 cases of attempt to mur-
der were reported in the city
while in 2020, there were 485
cases registered,” according to
data.

Police claimed that they
have arrested 1,629 people in the
attempt to murder cases, wit-
nessing a 45 per cent rise in the
arrest of the accused as com-
pared to 2020 in which police
had arrested 1,126 people.

In 2020, a total of 7,965
cases of snatching were report-
ed and in 2021, 9,383 cases
were reported, an increase of 15
per cent. There is also an

increase of 13 per cent in terms
of arrests in snatching cases.

There was a nine per cent
increase in crimes against
senior citizens in 2021. A total
of 41,113 such cases were reg-
istered in 2021. The police
chief said that 21 major gangs
active in outlying districts of
Delhi were identified by the
police teams and most of these
gangs were found operating
from neighbouring districts of
Haryana and Uttar Pradesh.

“Almost all the gang lead-
ers and immediate associates
are either in jail or neutralised.
During the year 2021, seven
dreaded criminals were neu-
tralised,” Asthana said.

Continued on Page 2
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The Delhi Cabinet on
Thursday approved India’s

most progressive State film
policy to promote the nation-
al Capital as a hub for modern
filmmaking on European stan-
dards.

Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia said, “Delhi
Film Policy 2022 will attract
tourism to the State in a 
never-seen-before manner;
promote large-scale 
job creation and economic
growth.” See P3
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Prime  Minister Narendra
Modi late on Thursday

spoke to Russian President
Vladimir Putin and called for
an immediate cessation of hos-
tility  between Russia and
Ukraine.

The PM emphasised on
concerted efforts from all sides
to resume  diplomatic negoti-
ations and dialogue to diffuse
the situation.

A statement put out by the
Prime Minister’s Office said
Putin briefed Modi on the

recent developments regarding
Ukraine.

“Prime Minister (Modi)
reiterated his long-standing
conviction that the differences
between Russia and the NATO
group can only be resolved
through honest and sincere
dialogue,” the statement said.

Modi also sensitised the
Russian President about India’s
concerns regarding the safety of
the Indian citizens in Ukraine,
especially students, it said.

The Prime Minister con-
veyed that India attaches the
highest priority to their safe exit
and return to India.

The PMO said that both
Modi and Putin agreed that
their officials and diplomatic
teams would continue to main-
tain regular contacts on issues

of topical interest.
Earlier, Ukraine on

Thursday said it is “deeply dis-
satisfied” with India’s position
on the ongoing crisis there and
appealed to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to talk to
President Vladimir Putin to
defuse the situation.

Expressing his country’s
views here, Ukraine ambas-
sador Igor Polikha said India
has a special relationship with
Russia and it can play a more
proactive role in de-escalation
of the situation.

He said PM Modi is among
very few leaders whom
President Vladimir Putin lis-
tens to, and New Delhi can use
its proximity with Moscow to
control the situation. 

Continued on Page 2

#��������������$���	%�
�������
�	����������������	������������

��������	���	��		�
���������	������������	������������	�������������	
��������
����������	��������	�����������	���
�
���������������������������� �		��������	���������������	���������	�������	�
������	���
�������	�������������������������
���������	�����!��	�����������������	
��	�������	����������������� "#$#�%

&'�(�	�������%�)��	����"�����
��	��������������������������

*+,������������

������������	���

�������	�!����

biggest banks and slapping on
new export controls meant to
starve Russia’s industries and
military of US semiconductors
and other high-tech compo-
nents.

The attacks came first from
the air. Later Ukrainian author-
ities described ground inva-
sions in multiple regions, and
border guards released footage
showing a line of Russian mil-
itary vehicles crossing into
Ukraine’s government-held ter-
ritory. European authorities
declared the country’s airspace
an active conflict zone.

In a worrying develop-
ment, Zelenskyy said Russian
forces were trying to seize the
Chernobyl plant, and a
Ukrainian official said Russian
shelling hit a radioactive waste
repository and an increase in
radiation levels was reported.
The official spoke on condition
of anonymity to discuss the
sensitive matter.

Continued on Page 2
Related reports on P8
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Panaji: The Goa bench of the
Bombay High Court on
Thursday upheld the Goa
Assembly Speaker's order dis-
missing two petitions seeking
disqualification of 12 MLAs
who switched over from their
parties to the ruling BJP in
2019.       Ten of these MLAs
had quit the Congress, which
said the judgement was unex-
pected and claimed this will
encourage the BJP-led central
government's "politics to
change the mandate of people"
with the use of money.

On the other side, the
BJP welcomed the order, say-
ing “democracy and constitu-
tional mandate prevailed over
smear campaign". 

Goa Pradesh Congress
Committee president Girish
Chodankar had filed a dis-
qualification petition in the
court against 10 party MLAs
who switched over to the BJP
in July 2019.

He had said that these
legislators “deserved to be
declared as disqualified from
holding membership of their
original party, (Congress),
thereby attracting disqualifi-
cation under the Tenth
Schedule to the Constitution.”

Maharashtrawadi
Gomantak Party MLA Sudin
Dhavalikar had also filed a peti-

tion on the same ground
against its party MLAs, who
joined the BJP in the same year
by splitting the regional party.

Goa Assembly Speaker
Rajesh Patnekar had on April
20 last year dismissed the dis-
qualification petitions filed by
Chodankar and Dhavalikar.

Senior lawyer Vivek
Tankha, appearing on behalf of
Chodankar, had pleaded before
the HC that the Speaker erred
in interpreting paragraph four
of the Constitution's Tenth
Schedule. He had argued that
the Schedule contemplates
'twin test' for arriving at a con-
clusion regarding merger of the
original political party.

On Thursday, a divi-
sion bench of Justices Manish
Pitale and R N Laddha said the
two petitions stand dismissed.
“The petitioners have not been
able to make out a case for
interference in the impugned
orders passed by the Speaker,"
the HC said.

“We hold the dis-
qualification petitions filed by
the petitioners were correctly
dismissed by the Speaker,” the
bench said.

The court also said the
order passed by the Speaker
rejecting the disqualification
petitions "cannot be said to be
militating against the object of

introduction of the Tenth
Schedule of the Constitution on
the touchstone of political and
constitutional morality".

Goa Chief Minister
Pramod Sawant in a tweet
said, “I welcome the decision of
Hon. High Court in dismissing
the appeal filed by Congress
and MGP against merger of 12
MLAs into the BJP Legislature
Party. Democracy and consti-
tutional mandate has prevailed
over the smear campaign.”

However, Chodankar
said the order was unexpected
and he will challenge it in the
Supreme Court because “the
very existence of political par-
ties is in question".

He claimed the order
has given power to MLAs to
change the public mandate.

"The order will encour-
age politics of the Narendra
Modi government at the
Centre…with the use of
money, they can change the
mandate of the people,” the
Congress leader told reporters
outside the court building.

The order is against
the democratic values. “It is
going to set a bad precedent,
not only for the Congress but
all political parties in the coun-
try, as after an election, a few
MLAs can come together and
take a decision to join anoth-

er party,” he claimed.
"The very spirit of the

Tenth Schedule (of the
Constitution) has been
destroyed by this order. The
purpose of the Tenth Schedule
is to prevent defection and
horse trading. It is necessary
that this order needs to be chal-
lenged,” he said.

Advocate Abhijit
Gosawi, representing
Chodankar, said the order is
going to question the role of
political parties in the democ-
ratic process.

“It will happen that
two-third of the members will
take a certain decision and the
political party will have no say
in the process,” he added.

In the 2017 polls to
the 40-member Goa Assembly,
the Congress had emerged as
the single largest party by win-
ning 17 seats. But, the BJP,
which bagged 13 seats, then
quickly forged an alliance with
some regional outfits and inde-
pendents to form government.

Over the last five years,
a number of Congress MLAs
quit the party, reducing its
strength in the House to two.

Polls to elect the new
Goa Assembly were held on
February 14 this year and the
counting was votes will be
done on March 10. PTI
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Jaipur: Rajasthan BJP presi-
dent Satish Poonia's contro-
versial remarks on women trig-
gered an uproar in State
Assembly on Thursday, with
women MLAs of the ruling
Congress demanding an apol-
ogy from him. The House was
adjourned for half-an-hour
over Poonia's remarks.

Talking to reporters after
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot
presented the Budget for the
year 2022-23 on Wednesday,
Poonia had said, "It seems to be
a 'daubed up' budget. It seems
like a dark-complexioned bride
has been taken to a beauty par-
lour and presented after a good
makeup."

Earlier in the day, Poonia
released a video apologizing for
his remark.

"I was giving reaction to
the budget during which I
spontaneously spoke a few
words. Usually, I do not use
such words. If my words have
hurt someone's sentiments,
then I humbly apologize," he
said in a video statement.

But the members of the
houses apparently wanted an
apology in the House.

After reassembling,

Speaker CP Joshi asked mem-
bers to maintain the dignity of
the House and protest in a
democratic manner. 

He also banned banners
and plaques in the House. 

As soon as the Zero Hour
began at 12 noon following the
question hour on Thursday,
Women and Child
Development minister Mamta
Bhupesh raised objections to
the remark and demanded an
apology from Poonia, an MLA,
in the House.  

Women MLAs of the
Congress party also showed
plaques which read 'Mahilao ka
Apman Nahi Sahega Rajasthan'
. Bhupesh also entered the well
of the House followed by other
women MLAs of the ruling
party in the state. 

To counter them, BJP
MLAs too entered the well
and raised the demand of a CBI
inquiry in the REET-2021
paper leak case. 

The BJP has been raising
the demand for a CBI inquiry
into the case ever since the
budget session began. 

Speaker CP Joshi directed
the MLAs to keep the House in
order. When the uproar con-
tinued, the speaker adjourned
the House for half-an-hour. 

When the House reassem-
bled, Joshi said he appreciated
the sentiments expressed by the
women MLAs but said they
cannot impose on the House. 

He said if the government
does not want to run the
House, then he has no problem. 

"But if the House is to run,
it will be with discipline," he
said. 

BJP MLAs have been com-
ing to the house with plaques
in support of their demand of
CBI inquiry in the Rajasthan
Eligibility Examination for
Teachers (REET)-2021 paper
leak case.

Parliamentary Affairs min-
ister Shanti Dhariwal said the
Speaker's directions will be
followed. But it is a matter relat-
ed to women and such com-
ments against them, that too
from the state president of the
BJP, were uncalled for, he said.

He demanded a debate on
the issue. Leader of Opposition
Gulabchand Kataria said the
BJP has no problem with a
debate and the minister should
give notice for it. 

The speaker said the House
runs as per the rules and he will
allow it if it is under the rules.

The Speaker took up the
listed business after the order
in the House was restored.
Deputy chief whip Mahendra
Chaudhary tabled the report of
the business advisory com-
mittee. 

Later, th edebate on the
budget presented by Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot on
Wednesday began in the 
house. PTI
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Jaipur: Rajasthan BJP presi-
dent Satish Poonia on
Thursday apologized for his
controversial remark com-
paring the state budget with a
dark-complexioned bride
after getting a makeover.

Talking to reporters after
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot
presented the Budget for the
year 2022-23 on Wednesday,
Poonia had said, "It seems to
be a 'daubed up' budget. It
seems like a dark-complex-
ioned bride has been taken to
a beauty parlour and pre-
sented after a good makeup.”

The remarks drew strong
criticism with the ruling
Congress targeting him for
using such a language against
women."I was giving reaction
to the budget during which I
spontaneously spoke a few
words. Usually, I do not use
such words. If my words have
hurt someone's sentiments,
then I humbly apologize," he
said in a video statement.PCC
chief Govind Singh Dotasra,
Chairperson of Rajasthan
Commission for Women had
condemned Poonia's statement.
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From Page 1
The envoy said Ukraine

has been following India's posi-
tion on the crisis and it is
"deeply dissatisfied" with it.“We
urge Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to immediately contact
Russian President Vladimir
Putin and our President
Volodymyr Zelensky,” he said.

“I don’t know how many
world leaders Putin may listen
to but, the status of Modi ji
makes me hopeful. Because of
his strong voice, Putin would at
least think it over,” he said. 

We are expecting a much
more favourable attitude from
the Indian Government, he

added. On the Russian action, he
said, “It’s a case of blatant aggres-
sion. We are getting fresh infor-
mation about casualties. They
say they are attacking only mil-
itary facilities but we have suf-
fered civilian casualties.” “The
Ukrainian forces shot down five
Russian planes and two heli-
copters, tanks and trucks. We
have information that Russian
troops are crossing the border,”
Polikha said.“India is a United
Nations Security Council, non-
permanent member. 

It is an influential global
player. I know a lot about your
history of diplomacy,” Polikha
added.“We are asking, pleading
the support of India... In the
case of aggression of a totali-
tarian regime against a demo-

cratic state, India should fully
assume its global role. Modiji
is one of the most powerful and
respected leaders in the world,”
Polikha said. “He (PM Modi)
had a special relationship with
Russia. I don’t know how many
leaders will Putin listen to.
But, with Modi Ji’s special part-
nership, he could play a role.
Hope for a favourable role of
the Indian government. It’s the
moment of truth, the moment
of destiny,” Polikha said.

His remarks came a day
after Russian Deputy Chief of
Mission Roman Babushkin
said India has been playing a
vital role as a responsible glob-
al power and it takes an “inde-
pendent and balanced”
approach to world affairs.

From Page 1
Other governments did not

immediately corroborate or con-
firm the claims. The plant was the
site of the world’s worst nuclear
accident when a nuclear reactor
exploded in April 1986, spewing
radioactive waste across Europe.
The plant lies 130 kilometers
north of the capital of Kyiv.

After weeks of denying plans
to invade, Putin launched the
operation on a country the size of
Texas that has increasingly tilted
toward the democratic West and
away from Moscow’s sway. The
autocratic leader made clear ear-
lier this week that he sees no rea-
son for Ukraine to exist, raising
fears of possible broader conflict
in the vast space that the Soviet
Union once ruled. Putin denied
plans to occupy Ukraine, but his
ultimate goals remain hazy.

Ukrainians who had long
braced for the prospect of an
assault were urged to shelter in
place and not to panic despite the
dire warnings.

“We are facing a war and hor-
ror. What could be worse?” 64-
year-old Liudmila Gireyeva said in
Kyiv. She planned to flee the city
and try to eventually get to Poland
to join her daughter. Putin “will be
damned by history, and
Ukrainians are damning him.” 

With social media amplifying
a torrent of military claims and

counter-claims, it was difficult to
determine exactly what was hap-
pening on the ground. Ukraine’s
military chief Valerii Zaluzhnyi
said his troops were fighting
Russian forces just 7 kilometers
from the capital - in Hostomel,
which is home to the Antonov air-
craft maker and has a runway that
is long enough to handle even the
biggest cargo planes. Russian offi-
cials said separatist forces backed
by Russia in the east have taken a
new strip of territory from
Ukrainian forces, but have not
acknowledged ground troops else-
where in the country.

Associated Press reporters saw
or confirmed explosions in the
capital, in Mariupol on the Azov
Sea, Kharkiv in the east and
beyond. AP confirmed video
showing Russian military vehicles
crossing into Ukrainian-held ter-
ritory in the north from Belarus
and from Russian-annexed
Crimea in the south.

Russian and Ukrainian
authorities made competing claims
about damage they had inflicted.
Russia’s Defense Ministry said it
had destroyed scores of Ukrainian
air bases, military facilities and
drones, and confirmed the loss of
a Su-25 attack jet, blaming it on
“pilot error.” 

It said it was not targeting
cities, but using precision weapons
and claimed that “there is no
threat to civilian population.” 

Ukraine’s armed forces They
reported at least 40 soldiers dead,
and said a military plane carrying
14 people crashed south of Kyiv.

Poland’s military increased its
readiness level, and Lithuania  and
Moldova moved toward doing the
same. Border crossings increased
from Ukraine to Poland, which has

prepared centres for refugees.
Putin justified his actions in an
overnight televised address, assert-
ing that the attack was needed to
protect civilians in eastern Ukraine
- a false claim the US had predicted
he would make as a pretext for an
invasion. He accused the US and
its allies of ignoring Russia’s
demands to prevent Ukraine from
joining NATO and for security
guarantees.

The consequences of the con-
flict and resulting sanctions on
Russia reverberated throughout
the world.

World stock markets plunged
and oil prices on both sides of the
Atlantic surged toward or above
$100 per barrel, on unease about
possible disruption of Russian
supplies. The ruble sank.
Anticipating international con-
demnation and countermeasures,
Putin issued a stark warning to
other countries not to meddle.

In a reminder of Russia’s
nuclear power, he warned that “no
one should have any doubts that
a direct attack on our country will
lead to the destruction and horri-
ble consequences for any potential
aggressor.”

Among Putin’s pledges was to
“denazify” Ukraine. World War II
looms large in Russia, after the
Soviet Union suffered more deaths
than any country while fighting
Adolf Hitler’s forces. 

Kremlin propaganda paints
members of Ukrainian right-wing
groups as neo-Nazis, exploiting
their admiration for WWII-era
Ukrainian nationalist leaders who
sided with the Nazis. Ukraine is
now led by a Jewish president who
lost relatives in the Holocaust and
angrily dismissed the Russian
claims. 

������
���	
���
�����
���::: From Page 1

Indian officials were in these countries to facili-
tate entry there, he said.  There are more than 20,000
Indians including students there.

Shringla also said India managed to convince the
university authorities in Ukraine to conduct the class-
es online for Indian students. Stressing the point that
the main focus was to bring out all the Indian safely,
he said 4,000 citizens had already left the country,
Shringla said the government’s interest was to ensure
the safety of its citizens. He also said India is playing
its role in ensuring peace when asked why it did not
criticize Russian action.  The Foreign Secretary said
India has the best of relations with all the nations
including the US and Russia.
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From Page 1
Asthana also claimed that the

Capital has had a significant decline of
nine per cent in the use of firearms in
crimes this year. “A total of 545 cases,
including murder, attempt to murder,
dacoity and robbery were reported in
which firearms were used while in
2020, there were 602 cases,” he said.

Asthana also said that 13 terrorists,
including two of a Pakistan-trained ISI
module, were arrested last year. The
number was 32 ultras in 2020 which
was the highest since 2016. A total of
five terrorists were arrested in 2019,
eight in 2018, 11 in 2017 and 16 in
2016.

“A total of 13 terrorists belonging
to diverse terrorist organisations like
the Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM),
Pakistan-trained ISI module, Kuki
National Front (KNF) and Khalistan
Commando Force (KCF) were arrest-
ed and their plans to execute terrorist
strikes in the Capital were foiled. A
sizeable quantity of explosives, arms,
ammunition and other incriminating
material were recovered along with
these arrests,” the data stated.

“A total of 15,146 Police Control
Room (PCR) calls were received in
2021 and 2,359 cases have been filed
in connection with robbery and
dacoity. The number of PCR calls and
cases was 11,790 and 1,972 respec-
tively,” the data further stated.

The CP claimed that the response
time of PCR has been reduced from 7.5
minutes to 4.3 minutes. “Police have
increased patrolling across the city and
the synchronisation of the PCR with
police stations will reduce the response

time,” Asthana said.
“Every PCR call including those

involving heinous crimes will be mon-
itored by senior officials. The call will
not be fudged and the PCRs are being
monitored through GPS also” said
Asthana adding that if MPV is later
than 4.3 minutes, this is pointed out
and measures are taken to reduce the
response time.

The police chief said that during
their action against drug cartels, the
police nabbed 857 people in 566 cases
and recovered 649 kilograms (kg) of
heroin, 81 kg charas, 34 kg opium and
9,154 kg ganja.

“While taking action against gun-
runners, 3,527 people were arrested in
2,923 cases by the police teams. Police
also recovered 2,074 firearms and
8,939 pieces of ammunition,” said
Asthana adding that police teams
have also registered 11 cases against
prostitution rackets and arrested 74
people.
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From Page 1
The ambassador also asked Indians

to follow the embassy’s social media plat-
forms (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram) for
any updates that it will be putting out.

Describing the current situation
there, the Indian embassy in an advisory
said movement of people is now difficult
in Ukraine as it is under martial law and
those hearing air sirens and bomb warn-
ings should find nearby bomb shelters.

“As you are aware, Ukraine is under
martial law, which has made movement
difficult,” it said. The caution note said for
those students who are stranded without
a place of stay in Kyiv, the embassy is in
touch with establishments to put them up.

“We are aware that certain places are
hearing air sirens/bomb warnings. In
case you are faced with such a situation,
google map has a list of nearby bomb shel-
ters, many of which are located in under-
ground metros,” it said.

“While Mission is identifying possi-
ble solution to the situation, please be
aware of your surroundings, be safe, do not
leave your homes unless necessary and
carry your documents with you at all
times,” it said.

As the offensive commenced, the top
echelons of the Indian Government along

with the Ministry of External Affairs here
went into a huddle to bring out its strand-
ed citizens including 20,000 students.
An Air India flight, which left New Delhi
on Thursday morning to bring out Indians,
was diverted as the airspace in Ukraine was
closed.  The IAF was also put on standby,
sources said. The Indian embassy in an
advisory said in view of closure of
Ukranian airspace for civilian aircraft,
alternative arrangements are being made
for evacuation of Indian nationals. It also
said the embassy will convey information
about it as soon as such arrangements are
finalised, so that Indian nationals can relo-
cate to the western part of the country.

“All those who are travelling to Kyiv,
including those travelling from western
parts of Kyiv, are advised to return to their
respective cities temporarily, especially
towards safer places along the western

bordering countries,” it said in an advi-
sory. As regards proposed evacuation
plans, sources here said India is closely
monitoring the “rapidly changing” situa-
tion in Ukraine and how to assist the
Indians in that country.  “We are closely
monitoring the rapidly changing situation.
Focus is on safety and security of Indians,
particularly students,” said sources.

As of now, there is little possibility of
dispatching special aircraft to bring out
Indians including the embassy staff given
the tense situation and Ukraine closing its
airspace for civilian flights due to safety
reasons. Sources also said additional
Russian speaking officials were sent to the
Indian embassy in Kyiv and are being
deployed in countries neighbouring
Ukraine.  They said the Indian embassy
in Ukraine is functional and its advisories
should be followed carefully.
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From Page 1
“When I produce a film of

a public figure who died 40
years ago, we are trying to show
how great a lady she was. I am
praising her more if she lived
in a red light area and achieved
great height,” he submitted.
The bench then asked, “What
if there are sensibilities in the
family?” Sundaram replied that
they are not family. 

Senior advocate Mukul
Rohatgi, also appearing for the
filmmakers, contended that
the movie is not derogatory at
all and the character Gangubai
has been glorified as to how she
rose from a background and
became an activist.  
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From Page 1
Tharoor also slammed

Pakistan Prime Minister Imran
Khan over his visit to Russia
amid the developments and
cited the example of Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, who in 1979 as the
then Foreign Minister had cut
short his visit to China when
Beijing attacked Vietnam.

Another Congress leader
and former Union Minister
Manish Tewari tweeted, “India
should unequivocally condemn
Russian invasion of Ukraine in
unambiguous terms. There
comes a time when you need to
tell “friends” they can’t indulge in
Regime change. India’s conduct
of international relations should
be characterized by calling a
spade a spade.” “Let us not make
the same mistake qua Russia
again when we did with the erst-
while Soviet Union when we did
not condemn Soviet Invasion of
Hungary -1956, Czechoslovakia
-1968, Afghanistan-1979,”
Tewari said. The principle being
- in the 21st century can you
change the status quo by force,
he added.Shiv Sena MP Priyanka
Chaturvedi posted a video on
Twitter purportedly of some
Indians in Ukraine talking about
their problems with the caption
“This is what I have been raising
with MEA and Civil Aviation
Ministry.
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From Page 1

European Union and NATO member
Lithuania declared a state of emergency
since the Baltic nation borders Russia’s
Kaliningrad region to the southwest and
Russia’s ally Belarus to the east. NATO
countries had 100 jets and 120 ships on
high alert as a deterrent.“Make no mistake:
We will defend every ally against any attack
on every inch of NATO territory,” said
NATO chief Jens Stoltenberg. 

European Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen and Stoltenberg both
called the invasion a “barbaric” attack on
an independent nation that threatened “the
stability in Europe and the whole of the
international peace order.” The EU sched-
uled an emergency summit in Brussels. 

But no one promised to move in mil-
itarily and defend Ukraine at the risk of
touching off a bigger European war.
Ukraine is not a NATO member, and the
U.S. And its Western allies have said for
weeks that they would not send troops into
the country.

The goal instead is to make Moscow
pay so high a price by other means that the
Kremlin will change course.

“Our mission is clear: Diplomatically,
politically, economically and eventually
militarily, this hideous and barbaric ven-
ture of Vladimir Putin must end in failure,”
said British Prime Minister Boris Johnson. 

Almost all of the world — but not
China — condemned the attack and
threatened to hit the Russian elites with, in
the words of the EU president, “massive
and targeted sanctions.” 
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AMemorandum of
Understanding (MoU)

document was signed between
the National Cooperative
Union of India (NCUI) and the
India HIV/AIDS Alliance on
Thursday. 

According to Dr Sudhir
Mahajan, IAS ( Retd) and Chief
Executive Officer of NCUI, it is
a historic step in direction of
empowerment of transgender
community in India as two pio-
neer organisations working
respectively in areas of cooper-
ative development and advo-
cacy for sexuality and health-
care rights have joined hands
through MoU for fulfilling eco-
nomic, social, and cultural aspi-
rations of transgender com-
munity in India. 

“Through collaboration,
NCUI and India HIV/AIDS
Alliance will organise stake

holder consultation workshops
at national and regional level to
build consensus on key issues
and identify success stories and
approaches for enhancing liveli-
hood opportunities of trans-
gender community. 

Furthermore, the two
organisations will jointly con-
ceptualise and implement pilot
projects towards developing
sustainable livelihood models as
well as capacity-building pro-
grammes at selected locations
in various regions of country. 

Strategies will be formulat-
ed to ensure the holistic devel-
opment of the community with
a specific focus on economic
development while retaining
the community’s cultural ethos
and diversity” , Dr Mahajan
said. NCUI has taken initiatives
to empower lesser known coop-
eratives and promote coopera-
tive identity among vulnerable
sections of society.
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With an aim to make peo-
ple aware about the glo-

rious history of our country ,
the South Delhi Municipal
Corporation (SDMC) will
develop a ‘Waste to Art’ con-
cept Shaheedi Park at ITO on
lines of ‘Waste to Wonder
Park’ and ‘Bharat Darshan
Park’.A senior SDMC official
said that the park will be
developed over 4.5-acre land
with replicas of 11 heroes of
the freedom movement. Scrap
materials available at various
SDMC stores will be used to
make replicas.

The park being developed
by SDMC will have 11 sets of
Bharat, Chanakya,
Chandragupt Mourya, Ashok,
Porus, Vikramaditya,
Samudragupta, Vijaynagar
Samrajya, Kshatriya King,
Battle of HaldiGhati, Maratha
Empire, Sikh Empire, Battle of
1857, Home Rule Movement,
Simon Commission, Jaliawala
Bagh Massacre, Kakori
Conspiracy, Sardar Bhagat
Singh, Rajguru, Sukhdev, etc
and three galleries of Tribes
Revolt, Mahatma Gandhi and
Paramvir Chakra Recipient.
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In order to recycle, refurbish
and dismantle waste in a sci-

entific and environmentally-
safe manner, the Delhi Cabinet
has approved setting up of
India’s first e-waste eco-park in
the national Capital.

Talking about the devel-
opment, Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia said: “As the
usage of technology is rapidly
increasing every day, the
amount of E-waste generation
has also gone up.

But it is not being handled
scientifically and safely, which
results in many life threatening
incidents like fire breakouts
and impacts the health of the
Capital’s residents and waste
handlers.”

“Currently Delhi releases
about 2,00,000 tonnes of e-
waste per year and it is main-
ly handled and recycled by
informal recyclers. But at this
eco-park recycling, refurbish-
ing, and dismantling of waste
will be done in a scientific and
environmentally safe manner,”
he said.

Elaborating about the fea-
tures of such an eco-park, the
official said that it will have an
authorised refurbishing market
as a secondary product sale
market for electronic goods,
batteries, chargers, laptops, PCs
and mobiles. 

Collection centres across
12 zones will be set up to chan-
nelise e-waste. The eco-park
will provide infrastructure,
training and tools to the oper-
ators in the informal sector to
groom them as formal recy-
clers, he said.

“This facility will include
dismantling, segregation, refur-
bishing, material wise storage,
and testing, plastic recycling
and precious metal extraction
facilities especially from

Printed Circuit Boards (PCBs)
through high-end technolo-
gies,” he said. Delhi’s e-waste
eco-park will provide integrat-
ed and environmentally-safe
disposal of e-waste, through
innovative technologies, which
will help reduce the pollution
and the adverse impact on the
environment.

Collection centres across
12 zones will be set up to chan-
nelise e-waste generated, which
will be dismantled, segregated,
refurbished, recycled and test-
ed at the eco-park premises.

The activities in the E-
waste eco-park will be target-
ed towards the small and medi-
um scale enterprises clusters
involved in e-waste recycling.
They will include refurbish-
ment, disassembly, segrega-
tion, stocking of segregated
materials (metals, plastics, glass
and components.

However, Delhi BJP
Spokesperson Praveen Shankar
Kapoor said that the announce-
ment made by Deputy CM of
setting up e - waste disposal
park in Delhi is not a well
thought or planned announce-
ment.

“The Delhi is a big city and
e-waste is generated in every
corner of the city. Therefore
setting up an e-waste disposal
park in one corner of the city
can solve the complex prob-
lem,” he said.

“When Park is constructed
in one corner of the city, how
does the government expect
people to travel across the city
to deposit their e-waste,” he
asked?

“If the Delhi Government
is really serious towards solv-
ing the e-waste problem then it
should first set up one or two
e-waste collection centres in
every municipal ward area so
that people can easily deposit
their e-waste there,” he added.
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The Delhi Cabinet on
Thursday approved India’s

most progressive State film
policy to promote the nation-
al Capital as a hub for modern
filmmaking on European stan-
dards.

Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia said: “Delhi
Film Policy 2022 will attract
tourism to the State in a never-
seen-before manner; promote
large-scale job creation and
economic growth.” “The
Government will provide a
subsidy of up to Rs 3 crore for
film production in Delhi. Delhi
will soon have its own
International Film Festival and
Delhi Film Excellence Awards

will recognise the efforts of not
just actors but low-level crews
too. The Kejriwal Government
will set up an e-Film Clearance
Portal and approvals of over 25
agencies, including the police
and DDA will be given online
within 15 days,” he said.

“Delhi will be established
as a brand in itself with more
coverage on the silver screen.
The artistic, creative and cul-
tural expressions of Delhi will
instill pride in every citizen.
The policy will bring together
the entire world of cinema
and artists along with hospi-
tality, tourism, transport and
the skill development industry,”
he said. The Delhi Tourism and
Transportation Development
Corporation has been desig-

nated as the nodal agency for
easing the approval processes
for film production agencies by
coordinating with the stake-
holders in the State. Sisodia fur-
ther said: “In order to enable
inclusive growth through
tourism in Delhi, the Delhi
Film Policy 2022 was approved
by the Cabinet today. This is an
extremely progressive policy

which has been introduced
after closely studying film pro-
motion and tourism policies on
a global scale to help generate
jobs and boost various sectors
of economy. “This policy does
not solely concern film pro-
motion, but it brings together
entire world of cinema along
with the hospitality, artist, and
tourism and transport industry,

as well as skill development
related to film production. All
of these sectors have been
addressed together in an inclu-
sive policy, which will open the
door to new opportunities for
Delhi.”

Sisodia said that the poli-
cy will enable branding of
Delhi as a destination devel-
oped for the promotion of film
production and attract enthu-
siastic audiences to Delhi.

“It will also promote the
growth of artistic expression
and languages with focus on
fact that throughout India and
abroad film industries of
regional languages are given
ample support. The policy will
ensure the economic growth of
Delhi as well with creation of
new skilled and semi skilled
growth. We intend to not just
support actors, producers and
directors but tourism industry
and allied sectors throughout
the state,” he added.
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The Delhi Government on Thursday decid-
ed to increase the monthly honorarium and

allowance of all Anganwadi workers and helpers
from March. With this decision, Delhi will
become the only State to give the highest hon-
orarium to Anganwadi workers throughout the
country.

Women and Child Development Minister
Rajendra Pal Gautam said: "In 2017, the Delhi
Government had increased the salary of
Anganwadi workers from Rs 5,000 to Rs 9,678
and that of Anganwadi helpers from Rs 2,500
to Rs 4,839, considering the semi-skilled work
and working hours in mind.” Apart from the Rs
9,678 honorarium Anganwadi workers were also
paid Rs 200 as a communication allowance for
maintaining mobile phones. Now, this has
been increased again.

Explaining the break-up of the honorarium,
Gautam said, “An Anganwadi worker will be
given an honorarium of Rs11, 220 and a con-
veyance/communication allowance of Rs1, 500.
Hence a total of Rs 12,720 will be earned by each
Anganwadi worker. Similarly, an honorarium of

Rs 5,610 will be given to each Anganwadi helper
along with Rs1,200 as a conveyance/communi-
cation allowance. Hence a total of Rs 6,810 will
be earned by each Anganwadi helper. 

All the workers and helpers will be able to
spend on their travel and mobile etc through the
conveyance/communication allowance.”The
Minister also appealed to the Anganwadi work-
ers and helpers to report to duty now so that chil-
dren and pregnant women can get their pre-
scribed ration and the country can win the mal-
nutrition war. 
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Delhi Police Commissioner
Rakesh Asthana on

Thursday said that in coming
years, the force is planning to
come up with a separate unit
especially for drones which will
monitor all kinds of activities in
the national Capital.

According to the police chief,
the drones and counter equip-
ment will be inducted for han-
dling law and order arrange-
ments, situational awareness,
traffic management, securing
vulnerable installations and sur-
veillance.

“Delhi Police is equipping
itself with drone technology and
keeping this in mind, in the com-
ing years, police will be having a
separate unit especially for drones
for not only using them but also
for their maintenance and han-
dling. Police teams are very seri-
ously working on it,” said the CP.

Stressing on the effective
usage of technology, the police
chief also said that  the safe city
project of Delhi Police, worth
�890 crore which is being  fund-
ed by the Government via
Nirbhaya fund would also be
implemented soon. 

At present, more than 15,215
CCTV cameras are run by Delhi
Police in the national Capital but
soon 10,000 CCTV cameras
would also be added under the
safe city project. “Around 90 per
cent of cases are solved through
scanning of CCTV cameras and
mobile forensics,” said the police
chief  adding that the technolo-
gy is playing important part in
solving cases

After commissioning Safe
City Project, Delhi Police said
they will also be integrating
15,215 existing CCTV cameras of
Delhi Police, 1.40 lakh CCTV
cameras installed by Delhi
Government and other CCTVs
installed by the Market Welfare
Associations, RWA etc. 

There will also be a inte-
grated command and control
centre with latest video analytics
using Artificial Intelligence and
Machine learning.
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Amid the Covid-19 pan-
demic, when there was a

sudden spurt in demand for
oxygen cylinders and medi-
cines in the national Capital,
Delhi Police registered 567
First Information Report
(FIRs) and arrested 291 peo-
ple involved in Covid scams. 

Police said that �1.1 crore
of defrauded money was
frozen by the Delhi Police in
the period between April to
May during the second wave
of Covid-19, police said on
Thursday.

Addressing the media at
its annual Press meet, Delhi
Police Commissioner Rakesh
Asthana said the cheats and
scamsters tried to take advan-
tage of the Covid situation in
the second wave during the
peak period between April
and May last year.

According to the data, 567
FIRs were registered during
April and May in 2021, 61
crack teams were formed by
the Crime Branch and Special
Cell to nab such fraudsters.

Asthana said under oper-
ation cyber Prahaar during the
Covid wave 2,291 people were
arrested, 583 bank accounts
were blocked, 1,158 mobile
numbers were blocked
through DoT, 233 mobiles
were tagged as 'Covid Scam'
through TrueCaller. Moreover,
�1.1 crore of defrauded money
was frozen. 

Asthana stressed on pre-
vention of cyber crime and
said in future there is a possi-
bility of an increase in cyber
related crime and said keeping

this factor in mind, 15 cyber
police stations were created in
each district with effect from
November 17, 2021.

This was done to exclu-
sively handle cyber complaints
so that such cases can be
given faster response time
which is essential for cyber
cheating cases, he added.A
separate number 155260 (now
1930) which became opera-
tional in April, 2021, various
awareness campaigns were
also initiated to lodge cyber
fraud cases online.

This platform for report-
ing all major public and private
sector banks and is currently
being utilized by 28 states and
union territories.

The police chief said the
Delhi Police received 1,15,013
calls in 2021 out of which
24,219 were related to financial
frauds and 54,785 were relat-
ed to other cyber complaints
and �4.31 crore was frozen by
Intelligence Fusion Strategic
Operation.

With this, police claimed
that there was a drastic reduc-
tion in complaints within two
weeks.

Under its operation
MASOOM (Mitigation of
Adolescent Sexually Offensive
online Material), 187 cases
were registered in different
police statioj in the national
capital in which 127 people
were arrested, police said.

Under this operative,
police focused on complaints
related to pornographic mate-
rial collected from National
Centre for Missing and
Exploited Children through
National Crime Record
Bureau, police added.
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Delhi Police Commissioner,
Rakesh Asthana on

Thursday said that 13 terrorists,
including two of Pakistan
trained ISI module, were arrest-
ed last year.

While showing the report
card at the annual press con-
ference, the CP said that a total
of 13 terrorists belonging to
diverse terrorist organisations
like the Jaish-e-Mohammad
(JeM), Pak-trained ISI module,
Kuki National Front (KNF)
and Khalistan Commando
Force (KCF) were arrested and
their plans to execute terrorist
strikes in the national Capital
were foiled.

A sizeable quantity of
explosives, arms, ammunition
and other incriminating mate-
rial were recovered along with
these arrests.Pakistani-nation-
al Mohammad Ashraf, entered
India in 2004 and was residing
in Delhi and other locations
under the assumed name of Ali
Ahmed Noor while function-
ing as a key player among var-
ious ‘sleeper cell’ nodes in
India arrested, police said.

The Special Cell busted a
Pakistan-trained terror module
with the arrest of seven people,
namely Mohd. Abu Bakar, Jaan
Mohammad Sheikh, Osama,
Mool Chand, Zeeshan Qamar,
Mohd. Amir Javed and
Humaid-ur-Rahman in an
interstate operation. 

Two IEDs, two hand
grenades, four pistols and fifty
live cartridges were seized dur-
ing the operation, police said.
The arrested persons were
planning to carry out terror
strikes across the country with

Delhi, Uttar Pradesh and
Maharashtra being the prime-
focus areas during the festive
season, they said. 

Among the arrestees,
Osama and Zeeshan Qamar
were trained in IED fabrication
and firearms handling in
Pakistan and were working
under the instructions of
Pakistan’s ISI. 

Their interrogation also
revealed that Dawood Ibrahim’s
brother Anees was also a part-
ner of the terror plot and fund-
ing for the same was being
arranged through Hawala
channels, police said.

Another prized catch was
the arrest of Pak-national
Mohammad Ashraf. He had
entered India in 2004 and was
residing in Delhi and other
locations under the assumed
name of Ali Ahmed Noor
while functioning as a key
player among various ‘sleeper
cell’ nodes in India. A sub-
stantial quantity of
arms/ammunition, apart from
a plethora of actionable intel-
ligence, was recovered from
him, police said.

The arrest of Mangkholam

Kipgen alias David Kipgen,
the self-styled Commander-
in-Chief of Kuki National
Front, a notorious insurgent
group of Manipur, was anoth-
er significant achievement.
Several cases related to kid-
napping, extortion, and rob-
bery were registered against
him in various police stations
of Manipur, they said.

Further, a highly radical-
ized terror module of Kashmir
was busted with the arrest of
Jan Mohammad Dar, an over
ground worker of Jaish-e-
Mohammad. He was planning
to execute target killings in
Delhi/ NCR, police said.

A significant quantity of
arms/ammunition was recov-
ered from him. In addition, one
Jeevan Singh, a key member of
Khalistan Commando Force
was also apprehended. He was
wanted in a case of sedition
lodged in Amritsar, Punjab,
police added.

The number was 32 ter-
rorists during 2020 year, which
was the highest since 2016. A
total of five terrorists were
arrested in 2019, eight in 2018,
11 in 2017 and 16 in 2016. 
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The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) accused the BJP-

ruled MCD of trying to sell
off a school and an elderly
recreation centre in Shalimar
Bagh to its own people.

AAP senior leader and
MCD in-charge Durgesh
Pathak said that the BJP has
begun selling all of MCD’s
land fearing defeat in the
municipal elections.

“The BJP is set to present
a proposal to the Standing
Committee to sell school land
in Shalimar Bagh. The BJP-
ruled MCD has already sold
a school in Shalimar Bagh and
is also planning to sell anoth-
er school property situated in
the same area,” he said.

“The Delhi Government
is constructing new schools
and attempting to devise new
methods for ensuring that
children receive the best edu-
cation possible. However, the
MCD, which is governed by
the BJP, is in the process of
selling all of MCD’s schools,”
he said.

The AAP leader also said

that there is a plot of land
being used as an elderly recre-
ation centre to their leaders to
build a parking lot. “The BJP
ruled MCD has become
obsessed with selling every
land in sight to its own peo-
ple. 

These people are stealing
not only the school land from
the hands of the poor, but also
the land meant to be a source
of joy for the elderly. 

The Bharatiya Janata
Party appears to have accept-
ed that they are no longer
going to be elected to the
MCD and must plunder it as
much as they can,” he added.
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The national Capital wit-
nessed a sharp rise in

cases of crimes against
women in 2021, with a 21.69
per cent surge in rape cases
as compared to the previous
year. According to data, in
2021, 1,969 cases of rape
were reported in the city, up
from 1,618 in 2020. 

Police said that in 98.78
per cent of the rape cases, the
accused were known to the
victims. Addressing an annu-
al press conference of the
Delhi Police Commissioner,
Rakesh Asthana said only
over one per cent of the
accused were not known to
victims in sexual assault cases
while most of them were
family members, friends,
neighbours or relatives of
victims. 

Moreover, 2,429 molesta-
tion cases were registered in
2021, an increase of 17.51 per
cent. A total of 2,429 cases of
molestation were reported
in 2021, against 2,067 cases in
2030. Similarly, harassment
(eve-teasing) cases have also
witnessed an uptick, with

421 cases being registered in
2021 as compared to 411
cases in 2020, police said.
The Delhi Police claimed the
rise in cases is due to a "con-
scious policy of fair and
truthful registration". 

Police claimed that 95.48
per cent of the total regis-
tered rape cases were solved.
Police were also able to crack
90.98 per cent of molestation
cases and 85.75 per cent
cases related to insulting
modesty of women.

“For us, the safety of
women, children and vul-
nerable sections of the soci-
ety is of the utmost priority. 

So, we have initiated a
drive to have a pink booths
all over the city," Asthana
said The Delhi Police have set
up these booths in an attempt
to provide a safe complaint
redressal mechanism for
women.
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The National Progressive
Schools' Conference
(NPSC), which has over

120 private schools in Delhi as
its members, has written to
Lieutenant-Governor Anil
Baijal saying hybrid learning in
schools is a hindrance in deliv-
ering quality education and
sought unconditional reopen-
ing of schools at the earliest.

"The Covid contagion has
drastically impacted students'
skills and competencies in writ-
ing due to long period of school
closure. Reading and writing
are foundational skills in pri-
mary years of learning which
sadly our students are being
deprived of for the last two
years. 

The need of the hour is to
provide maximum opportuni-
ties for holistic development
and school is the ideal place to
forge this," Sudha Acharya,
NPSC chairperson, said in the
letter.

"The choice of catering to
both online mode and normal
school is not only a hindrance
in delivering quality education
but has also overburdened the
teaching fraternity,” she said in
the letter to the L-G.
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The Centre on Thursday
told the Supreme Court

that 4,850 cases have been
taken up for investigation
under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) in the last 17 years
and proceeds of crime of
�98,368 crore were identified
and attached under the provi-
sion of the law.

The Government told a
bench headed by Justice A M
Khanwilkar that investigation
in these offences was carried
out under the PMLA, includ-
ing 2,883 searches. The apex
court is hearing arguments on
a batch of pleas concerning the
interpretation of certain pro-
visions of the PMLA. 

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the
Centre, told the bench that
investigation in 57 cases of ter-
ror and Naxal financing has
resulted in the identification of
proceeds of crime of �1,249
crore and attachment of pro-
ceeds of crime of �982 crore,
that is 256 properties, and fil-
ing of 37 prosecution com-
plaints and conviction of two
terrorists under the PMLA. He
said that out of the �98,368
crore which were identified
and attached, proceeds of
crime of �55,899 crore have
been confirmed by the adju-

dicating authority. 
“In addition to this,  pro-

ceeds of crime of �853.16
crore has already been confis-
cated to the Central govern-
ment under the orders of the
competent court,” Mehta told
the bench, also comprising
Justices Dinesh Maheshwari
and C T Ravikumar.  “In the
last 17 years, 4,850 cases have
been taken up for investigation
under the PMLA. The inves-
tigation in these offences was
carried out by using inves-
tigative tools as provided
under the PMLA including
2,883 searches,” he said.           

Mehta said the present
batch of matters, which are
pending consideration before
the bench, involve a total
expected alleged laundering of
over �67,000 crore.  “It is per-
tinent to mention here that
quantum of proceeds of crime
involve in the bunch cases of
PMLA which are under con-
sideration by court is �67,104
crore,” the note filed by the
solicitor general said.               

“The proceeds of crime of
�98,368 crore were identified
and attached under section 5
of the PMLA out of which,
proceeds of crime of �55,899
crore has been confirmed by
the adjudicating authority and
substantial part of the attached
proceeds of crime are still
under adjudication by the
adjudicating authority,” he

said. 
The solicitor general said

that during his arguments on
Wednesday, he had referred to
the figure relating to the
attachment of assets worth
over �18,000 crore of fugitive
offenders Vijay Mallya, Nirav
Modi, and Mehul Choksi. “It is
submitted that timely attach-
ment of proceeds of crime has
led to attachment of assets
worth of �19,111.20 crore out
of total fraud of �22,585.83
crore by three fugitive offend-
ers namely Vijay Mallya, Nirav
Modi, and Mehul Choksi,”
Mehta has said in his note filed
in the court. 

“Out of the attached pro-
ceeds of crime from these 3
individuals,  assets of
�15,113.91 crore has already
been returned back to public
sector banks by the ED u/s
8(7) PMLA through the order
of the court and assets worth
of �335.06 crore has been
confiscated to the Government
of India i.E. 66.91 per cent of
a total loss to the banks in
these 3 cases has been
returned back to them by the
ED,” the note said. It further
said that the State Bank of
India has already recovered
cash of �7,975.27 crore by
selling a part of assets returned
to it by the ED and the process
of liquidation of other resti-
tuted assets by the banks is
continuing.
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Those promoting e-cigarettes
or vaping as better alterna-

tives for the conventional
smoking cigarettes have bad
news. After analyzing a string
of studies, researchers at NYU
College of Dentistry have high-
lighted how e-cigarettes alter
oral health and may be con-
tributing to gum disease.

Published in mBio journal,
the review found that e-ciga-
rette users have a unique oral
microbiome -- the communi-
ty of bacteria and other
microorganisms -- that is less
healthy than nonsmokers but
potentially healthier than cig-
arette smokers, and measures
worsening gum disease over
time.

"To our knowledge, this is
the first longitudinal study of
oral health and e-cigarette use.
We are now beginning to
understand how e-cigarettes

and the chemicals they contain
are changing the oral micro-
biome and disrupting the bal-
ance of bacteria," said Deepak
Saxena, who led the research
with Xin Li; both professors of
molecular pathobiology at
NYU College of Dentistry.

Smoking cigarettes has
always been known as a risk
factor for developing gum dis-
ease. Now, the new study too
shows the long-term conse-
quence of vaping-- which
vaporize nicotine and other
chemicals -- on oral health.

The researchers studied
the oral health of 84 adults
from three groups: cigarette
smokers, e-cigarette users, and
people who have never
smoked. Gum disease was
assessed through two dental
exams six months apart, during
which plaque samples were
taken to analyze the bacteria
present.

All participants had some
gum disease at the start of the

study, with cigarette smokers
having the most severe disease,
followed by e-cigarette users.
After six months, the researchers
observed that gum disease had
worsened in some participants
in each group, including sever-
al e-cigarette users.

The researchers then ana-
lyzed the bacteria found in the
plaque samples and deter-
mined that e-cigarette users
have a different oral microbio-
me from smokers and non-
smokers -- building on findings
the team previously reported in
iScience and Molecular Oral
Microbiology.

When plaque samples were
gathered and analyzed in the
six-month follow-up, the
researchers found greater diver-
sity in bacteria for all groups
studied, yet each group main-
tained its own distinct micro-
biome.

"Vaping appears to be dri-
ving unique patterns in bacte-
ria and influencing the growth

of some bacteria in a manner
akin to cigarette smoking, but
with its own profile and risks
to oral health," said Fangxi Xu,
a junior research scientist in
Saxena's lab and the study's co-
first author.

Agreeing with the study,
Dentist Dr Mahesh Verma,
Professor emeritus at Maulana
Azad Medical College and
Vice-Chancellor of the Guru
Gobind Singh Indraprastha
University, Delhi said, there are
at least 150 different types of
tobacco-based products like
e-cigarettes, hookah, shisha
and “herbal” shisha which con-
tain toxic carbon monoxide
and other harmful agents
known to increase the risks for
smoking-related cancers, heart
disease, and lung disease
besides gum infections.

In September 2019, the
Modi Government had com-
pletely banned e-cigarettes, cit-
ing potential health risks to the
youth in the country.
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India has cancelled its special
flights due to closure of

Ukrainian airspace. In an advi-
sory, the Indian Embassy in
Ukraine on Thursday said that
since the Ukraine airspace has
been closed, the schedule for
special flights stands cancelled.

However, the Ministry of
Civil Aviation allowed passen-
gers traveling from Ukraine to
travel by transit under India-
Qatar bilateral air bubble
arrangement.  Civil aviation
minister Jyotiraditya Scindia
said special flights for Ukraine
will resume once Kyiv reopens
its airspace.

An Air India special flight
that took off for Kyiv on
Thursday morning to bring
back Indians from the eastern
European nation was recalled
over Iran airspace due to Notice
to Air Missions (NOTAMs) as
Ukraine closed the airspace for
civilian flights following the

launch of a Russian military
operation in the crisis-hit coun-
try. A special Ukraine
International Airlines in the
meantime landed in the Indira
Gandhi International Airport
(IGI), Delhi with 182 Indian
citizens including students
from Kyiv.

According to officials,
flight AI 1947 started from IGI
Delhi airport at around 7.30 am
for Boryspil International
Airport in Kyiv. The plane was
expected to arrive there in
nearly six hours. After the
Ukrainian authorities issuing
NOTAM, Air India and the
government then decided to
call back the plane to Delhi.
There were 36 people in the
flight including eight passen-
gers and 28 crew members.

NOTAM is a notice issued
to alert aircraft pilots of poten-
tial hazards along a flight route
or at a location that could
affect the flight.

“Flights were flown to

Ukraine earlier. Today also
flights were flown but after
three hours, once things started
escalating, those flights returned.
Whenever the airspace opens,
we'll fly again,” Scindia said
while reacting to a query.

After NOTAM was
released in the wee hours,
major cities of Ukraine-Dnipro,
Kharkiv, Lyiv and Kyiv- closed
their airspace. While these
NOTAMs came up, a couple of
airlines were either headed
towards Ukraine or overflying
the country. Ukraine State Air
Traffic Services Enterprise said
the country's airspace was
closed to civilian flights start-
ing from 0045 GMT on
Thursday, with air traffic ser-
vices suspended.  

A Ukraine International
Airlines flight from Kyiv land-
ed at the Delhi airport at
around 7.45 am on Thursday.
"There were 182 Indian nation-
als onboard the flight and a
majority of them were stu-

dents... A couple of more flights
have been scheduled," Anju
Wariah, Director at STIC
Group, said.  The group is the
General Sales Agent (GSA) for
Ukraine International Airlines
in India.

As many as 24,000 Indian
citizens - several of whom are
medical students - were stuck
in Ukraine as the crisis with
Russia escalated rapidly over
the past week, leading to con-
cerns over their safety.

The first f light from
Ukraine had returned on
Tuesday at 11:40 pm, carrying
240 passengers. The flight, AI
1946, had taken off from
Boryspil International Airport
in Kyiv at around 6 pm (Indian
Standard Time), and landed at
the Indira Gandhi International
Airport at around 11.40 pm.

On February 19, Air India
announced that it would oper-
ate three flights between India
and Ukraine on February 22,
24 and 26.
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The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Thursday

arrested a key conspirator of
Hizb-ut-Tahrir in Md Iqbal
HuT case of Tamil Nadu  reg-
istered last year by the federal
anti-terror probe agency.

“Today (24.02.2022), NIA
arrested the main recruiter of
Hizb-ut-Tahrir (HuT), name-
ly, Ziyavudeen Baqavi, r/o
Kumbakonam Taluk, Tamil
Nadu in RC-
08/2021/NIA/DLI,” the NIA
said in a statement.  

This case was originally reg-
istered as FIR No. 971/2020 at
police station Thideer Nagar,
Madurai pertaining to conduct
of secret ‘bayaan’ classes by
members of HuT, an offshoot of
ISIS, a Proscribed Terrorist
Organization, for radicalizing
the vulnerable Muslim youth in

order to establish an Islamic
State/Caliphate  and enforce the
constitution written by radical
Islamic preacher, Taqi al-Din al-
Nabhani, who was founder of
HuT, it said. This case was re-reg-
istered by the NIA April 26 last
year. Earlier,  two accused per-
sons were arrested in the 
case.

Investigation has revealed
that Ziyavudeen Baqavi is the
leader (Nakib) of HuT for
Thanjavur, Madurai, Erode and
Salem districts of Tamil Nadu
and Karaikal district of
Puducherry. 

He is one of the main
recruiters for HuT, who used to
preach about the importance of
the Islamic State, Khilafah in
the general bayaans at various
places across Tamil Nadu, it
said, adding, further investiga-
tion in the case is 
continuing.
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The Delimitation
Commission on Thursday

accepted certain suggestions
made by five associate mem-
bers from Jammu and Kashmir
over its working draft paper on
redrawing of boundaries of
the Valley.  The Commission is
also expected to visit the Valley
next month.

“The Commission had dis-
cussed point by point objec-
tions and suggestions made by
five associate members. After a
wide range of discussions, the
Commission accepted certain
suggestions given by them.
Now we will go back to asso-
ciate members and inform the

decision that is made in the
meeting,”," an official said.

The meeting was chaired
by Justice (Retd) Ranjana
Prakash Desai and attended by
Chief Election Commissioner
Sushil Chandra, Jammu and
Kashmir Election Commission
chief and the Chief Electoral
Officer from the Union
Territory in the national capi-
tal.

On February 23, the
Central government had
extended the tenure of the
Delimitation Commission,
tasked with redrawing the Lok
Sabha and Assembly con-
stituencies in Jammu and
Kashmir by two more months
until May 5, 2022.

In its 14-page reply to the
Commission, the NC main-
tained that there were question
marks over the Constitutional

propriety of the panel especially
when the party along with
several others had approached
the Supreme Court challenging

the Centre’s August 5, 2019
action of revoking the special
status and bifurcating the erst-
while State in two Union
Territories – Ladakh and
Jammu and Kashmir. The NC
was of the view that five Lok
Sabha seats as they existed
earlier should be restored.

Meanwhile, BJP’s in its
suggestion to the Commission,
the BJP has demanded inclu-
sion of South Kashmir’s
Shopian seat will be complete
only after Shopian is included
in the rechristened Anantnag-
Rajouri-Poonch Parliamentary
constituency.

The Delimitation
Commission was constituted in
March 2020.
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The Delhi Government on
Thursday told the Delhi

High Court that the process of
appointing a Lokayukta, as
promised by the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) in its election
manifesto of 2020, was going
on. The submission was made
in response to a public interest
litigation seeking a direction to
the AAP Government here to
appoint within one month a
Lokayukta as promised by the
party in its election manifesto. 

Noting the submission of
the counsel for Delhi
Government, a bench of Chief
Justice D N Patel and Justice
Jyoti Singh listed the matter for
further proceedings on April
29. Petitioner Ashwini Kumar
Upadhyay, a lawyer, has stated
that the political party came

into existence after the historic
anti-corruption movement but
the post of Lokayukta has been
lying vacant since December
2020. 

Delhi Government stand-
ing counsel Santosh Kumar
Tripathi submitted that a meet-
ing was convened in this regard
and a name has been recom-
mended for the appointment
and the process is going on.
The petitioner has alleged that
the Delhi government is not
taking steps to weed out the
menace of bribery, black
money, benami property, tax
evasion, profiteering and other
economic as well as white-
collar offences and therefore,
being the protector of funda-
mental rights, the court has to
intervene in the matter of the
appointment of a Lokayukta. 

"When Justice Reva
Khetrapal retired as Delhi

Lokayukta, the Government
did nothing to fill the post till
date and hundreds of com-
plaints relating to corruption
are pending in the office,” the
petition claimed. “The AAP
was formed after the historic
anti-corruption movement but
the same party is not appoint-
ing the Lokayukta which con-
firms State's poor performance
on many fronts," the plea sub-
mitted.
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The Ministry of Defence has
signed a memorandum of

understanding with CSC e-
Governance Services India
Limited to provide online pen-
sion services at over four lakh
common service centres across
the country, an official state-
ment said on Thursday.

The MoU will provide last
mile connectivity to pension-
ers, especially those who reside
in remote areas of the country
and those who do not have the
means or technical where-
withal to log on to System for
Pension Administration-
Raksha (SPARSH), the min-
istry's statement noted.

"For these pensioners, the
service centres will become an
interface for SPARSH and pro-

vide an effective medium for
pensioners to perform profile
update requests, register griev-
ances and seek redressal, digi-
tal annual identification, pen-
sioner data verification or sim-
ply fetch detailed information
regarding their monthly pen-
sion," it mentioned.

SPARSH has been
designed keeping defence pen-
sioners at the centre, who will
be given a completely trans-
parent view of their pension
account, through an online
portal, it stated.

"It captures and maintains
a complete history of events
and entitlements of the pen-
sioner – right from the date of
commencement of pension to
the date of cessation of pension
due to the last eligible benefi-
ciary," it noted.
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The Supreme Court on
Thursday agreed to hear a

plea by BJP leaders against the
Calcutta High Court for direct-
ing the State Election
Commissioner to examine the
ground situation in each of the
108 West Bengal municipalities
going to polls on February 27,
and take a decision on deploy-
ment of central paramilitary
forces.

A bench of Chief Justice N
V Ramana and Justices A S
Bopanna and Hema Kohli was
told by senior advocate P S
Patwalia, appearing for BJP
leaders Mousumi Roy and
Pratap Banerjee, that the high
court has put the ball in State
Election Commission's (SEC)
court.

CJI Ramana said, “Problem
is virtually, we are now address-
ing the issue of governance.
This is for the Election
Commission to decide”.

Patwalia, who mentioned
the matter before the bench for
urgent hearing, submitted that
in another matter related to
Tripura municipal elections,
this court has passed orders

related to deployment of cen-
tral forces.

The bench then agreed to
hear the matter on February 25.

The Calcutta High Court
said on Wednesday that if the
commissioner decides against
deploying paramilitary forces,
then he will be personally
liable to ensure that violence-
free and fair elections take
place.

Directing the commis-
sioner of the SEC to collect
information on conditions pre-
vailing in municipalities where
polls are scheduled, the high
court had asked him to hold a
joint meeting with the home
secretary and the DGP within
24 hours.

The court had asked the
commissioner to take a deci-
sion in writing "by mentioning
the relevant circumstances in
support of his decision to
deploy/not to deploy the para-
military forces," in each of the
108 municipalities.

Praying for direction to the
SEC to deploy paramilitary
forces for the February 27
polls, the petitioners before
the high court has alleged that
a state of terror is prevailing
and in almost 10 per cent of the
municipalities going for polls,
ruling Trinamool Congress
candidates have won uncon-
tested as nominations were
not allowed to be filed by
other contestants.
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Ateam of Indian scientists
has found that climate

change-induced high temper-
atures ranging between 30 and
35 degrees, drought conditions
and less than 60 per cent soil
moisture content are favorable
conditions for dry root rot
(DRR) in Chickpea, an essen-
tial crop for protein nutrition
which is grown around the
world including India.

The results of their study
have been published in the
‘Frontiers in Plant Science’. 

The DRR is an economi-
cally devastating disease that
damages the roots or girdles the
trunk in Chickpea. Currently,
the central and southern states
of India have been identified as
the prime Chickpea DRR
hotspots with an overall 5 – 35
percent disease incidence.

The scientists said that
while an economically viable

chemical control measure or
highly resistant sources are yet
to be achieved, our study sign-
posts that life-saving irrigations
especially toward the flowering
and podding stages of the crop
could arrest the DRR develop-
ment and reduce disease sever-
ity to a great extent.

India has 9.54 m hectares
of the area under chickpea
cultivation and contributes
nearly 61.23 per cent to the
world’s total Chickpea pro-
duction. Considering the
destructive potential of the
pathogen and a real possibili-
ty of an epidemic scenario in
the near future, the team led by
Dr Mamta Sharma  from
Integrated Crop Management,
International Crops Research
Institute for the Semi-Arid
Tropics, Patancheru (ICRISAT)
closely monitored the disease
and  noted that increasing
global average temperature is
leading to appearance of many

new plant disease-causing
pathogens at a rate hitherto
unheard of, one of them being
Macrophomina phaseolina, a
soil-borne necrotrophic that
causes root rot in Chickpea.

This work supported and
funded by the Department of
Science & Technology at the
Center of Excellence in Climate
Change at International Crops
Research Institute for the Semi-
Arid Tropics (ICRISAT) proved
the close association of this dis-
ease with climatic factors.

The study by the team
which also comprised of sci-
entists U S Sharath Chandran
and Avijit Tarafdar also from
ICRISAT and HS Mahesha
from  ICAR-Indian Grassland
and Fodder Research Institute,
Jhansi, explained that
Macrophomina survives in a
wide range of environmental
conditions, even at extremes of
temperature, soil pH, and
moistures.

In Chickpea, DRR is high-
ly prevalent during the flower-
ing and podding stages coin-
ciding with high temperature
and drought conditions. The
scientists are now exploring
ways to use the study for devel-
opment of resistant lines and
better management strategies.

The team is also trying to
address the disease favourable
conditions identified from a
molecular perspective. In a
recent breakthrough in gene
expression studies, scientists
have identified a few promising
Chickpea genes encoding for
enzymes like chitinase and
endochitinase, which can pro-
vide some degree of defense
against DRR infection.

Dry root rot disease caus-
es reduced vigour, dull green
leaf colour, poor new growth,
and twig dieback. If extensive
root damage occurs, the leaves
suddenly wilt and dry on the
tree itself.
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The Delhi High Court
Thursday refused to enter-

tain an application challenging
the maintainability of a petition
which sought investigation
against certain political leaders
for allegedly delivering hate
speeches which led to violence
in February 2020 in the back-
drop of protests against the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act.
“We are telling you our deci-
sion, it is dismissed. You are not
a necessary or a proper party.
We do not propose to allow you
to intervene. Don't try to turn
it into a circus. We are not
keeping it pending. Your client
is a gate crasher,” a bench of
Justices Siddharth Mridul and
Anup Jairam Bhambhani said.
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The Karnataka government
on Thursday informed the

High Court that a first infor-
mation report has been regis-
tered against the members of the
Campus Front of India (CFI),
who had allegedly threatened
some teachers in the
Government Pre-University
Girls College in Udupi district.
As soon as the proceedings
began, state Advocate General
Prabhuling Navadgi told the full
bench of the High Court that an
FIR has been registered. 

He also said he has fur-
nished details relating to the

CFI in a sealed cover to the
bench. The full bench com-
prising Chief Justice Ritu Raj
Awasthi, Justice J M Khazi
and Justice Krishna S Dixit is
hearing the hijab case. "With
regard to the submission made
by senior advocate S S
Naganand against an organi-
sation, an FIR has been regis-
tered," Navadgi told the bench. 

On Wednesday, the court
had sought to know from the
state government the role of the
Campus Front of India (CFI).
On January 1, six girl students
of a college in Udupi attended
a press conference held by the
CFI in the coastal town protest-

ing against the college authori-
ties denying them entry into
classrooms wearing hijab. 

This was four days after
they requested the principal
permission to wear hijab in
classes which was not allowed. 

Till then, students used to
wear the headscarf to the cam-
pus, but entered the classroom
after removing it, college prin-
cipal Rudre Gowda had said.
"The institution did not have
any rule on hijab-wearing since
no one used to wear it to the
classroom in the last 35 years.
The students who came with the
demand had the backing of out-
side forces," Gowda had said.
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In a political backlash over the
NCP minister Nawab Malik’s

arrest by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED), the ruling
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
constituents on Thursday
staged protests near Mantralaya
(State Secretariat) and places in
the State in protest against
“illegal” Malik’s arrest, while the
Opposition BJP held demon-
strations in Mumbai and other
places demanding his dismissal
from the State Cabinet.    

A day after Malik’s arrest by
the ED in connection with a
money laundering case, the
leaders, elected representatives
and parth office bearers of the
ruling MVA constituents  –
comprising NCP, Congress and
Shiv Sena – held in “sit-in”
dharna near the statue of
Mahatma Gandhi near
Mantralaya in south Mumbai
and elsewhere in the state to
protest against the Narendra
Modi government over the
“illegal” arrest of the minister
and NCP's chief spokesperson
Malik.

Slogans like “Nawab Malik
Zindabad”,  “ED murdabad”
and “Modi government Hai

Hai” and Modi Government
Chor Hai” rent the air, as the
MVA leaders, led by deputy
chief minister Ajit Pawar, State
Home Minister Dilip Walse-
Patil of the NCP, NCP state
president Jayant Patil, senior
Congress ministers Balasaheb
Thorat and senior Shiv Sena
minister Subhash Desai
demonstrated in condemnation
of the manner in which the

Modi government was “mis-
using” its investigating agencies
to harass its political oppo-
nents.

Apart from raising vocif-
erous slogans against the ED
and Modi government, sever-
al NCP functionaries, includ-
ing ministers like Chhagan
Bhujbal, Dhananjay Miunde,
Jitendra Awahad, Rajesh Tope,
party MP Supriya Sule and

Malik’s daughter Nilofer Malik
displayed banners, placards
and posters, vowing “never to
bow before the ‘tanashahi’ of
Delhi”.

A large number of minis-
ters, sitting and former MPs,
MLAs and leaders of NCP,
Congress and Shiv Sena par-
ticipated in the dharna.        

Simultaneously, the BJP
leaders staged demonstrations
in Mumbai, Thane, Pune,
Nagpur, Aurangabad and other
cities in protest against Malik’s
alleged “ underworld connec-
tions” and demanded his
removal from the state Cabinet.

Senior Congress minister
Balasaheb Thorat said that the
BJP had no moral right to
demand Malik’s resignation,
former chief minister and cur-
rent senior minister in the
MVA Cabinet Ashok Chavan
said that Malik’s arrest was an
“act of political vendetta”. “The
BJP is practising low-level pol-
itics across the country. 

The  manner in which a
minister being arrested does
not augur well for democracy
in the country. By arresting
Malik merely on the basis of
suspicion, the ED has set a bad
precedent,” Chavan said.

In a related counter devel-
opment, senior BJP leader and
leader of the Opposition in the
State Assembly Devendra
Fadnavis rooted for the resig-
nation or dismissal of Malik
from the State Cabinet.

Talking to media persons,
Fadnavis said: “In view of
Malik’s arrest in the money
laundering and his alleged
mafia connection, the MVA
should ask him to resign from
the cabinet. If MVA supports
him, it will send the wrong
message. It will be perceived as
the MVA government is sup-
porting the minister who has
links with the underworld and
serial bomb blast convicts. It
would amount to MVA’s sup-
port to those who worked
against the nation.”

Away in Uttar Pradesh
campaigning for his party in the
State Assembly elections there,
Shiv Sena leader Sanjay Raut
came down heavily on the Modi
government for trying to
“defame” the MVA 
government. 

He said that it was standing
by Malik and the question of
Maharashtra government seek-
ing the latter’s resignation from
the State Cabinet did not arise.
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Expressing serious concern
over the safety of a large

number of students, business-
men and tourists from the
state stranded in Ukraine in the
wake of the military operations
launched by Russia there, the
Maharashtra Government on
Thursday urged the Centre to
make arrangements to bring
back Indians, particularly
Maharashtrians, stuck in the
war-hit country.

Chief minister Uddhav
Thackeray directed the Chief
Secretary and others to coor-
dinate with the Ministry of
External Affairs on the arrange-
ments being made to rescue
Indians, particularly the people

from Maharashtra stranded in
the war-hit Kyiv and other
cities of Ukraine.

Simultaneously, Higher &
Technical Education Minister
Uday Samant wrote to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
Home Minister Amit Shah and
Minister for External Affair S.
Jaishankar, seeking their urgent
intervention to bring back the
students stranded in Ukraine
through special flights in view
of the fact that all commercial
flights emanating from Ukraine
have been suspended.

“There are around 1,200
students from Maharashtra in
Ukraine and their lives can be
in danger because of non-
availability of flights and other
resources for survival in the

war-hit country. The
Government of India, in the
past, has rescued Indians stuck
in a similar situation in other
countries. It is a kind request to
urgently rescue these students
and direct the concerned
authorities to bring them back
safely to the state,” Samant
stated in his letter.

Like Maharashtra, the state
governments of Karnataka,
Kerala, Telangana and
Haryana, have also made sim-
ilar appeals to the Centre seek-
ing intervention on priority.

There are an estimated
20,000-plus Indians, mostly stu-
dents, reported to be stranded
in Ukraine, following the launch
of military operations there by
Russia earlier on Thursday.
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Noida: Over 60 per cent of the
Assembly constituencies going
to polls during the fifth phase
of elections in Uttar Pradesh
have three or more candidates
with criminal cases in fray,
according to a report.

Also, 185 (or 27 per cent)
of the 685 candidates in fray
have declared criminal cases
against themselves, while 141
(or 21 per cent) have admitted
“serious criminal cases”, noted
the report by the Uttar Pradesh
Election Watch and the
Association for Democratic
Reforms.

Elections in the fifth phase
are scheduled across 60 assem-
bly seats of the 11 districts of
Amethi, Ayodhya, Bahraich,
Barabanki, Chitrakoot, Gonda,
Kaushambi, Pratapgarh,
Prayagraj, Shrawasti and
Sultanpur. 

One seat which falls in Rae
Bareli district, where voting
took place on February 23, also
goes to polls in this phase.

The UP Election Watch
and the ADR said the report is
based on the analysis of the
self-sworn affidavits of 685 of
the 693 candidates, who are
contesting the polls.  `
The affidavits of eight candi-
dates could not be analysed as
they were either badly scanned
or incomplete, the polls
reforms advocacy groups said.

The report noted that 39
(or 64 per cent) of the 61 seats
where the elections are to be
held are "Red Alert
Constituencies".
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The daily Covid-19 infec-
tions in Maharashtra rose

marginally from 1151 on
Wednesday to 1,182, even as
the daily cases in Mumbai
dropped from 168 to 119.

With 1,182 fresh infec-
tions recorded on Monday, the
total number of Covid-19 cases
in the state rose from 78,61,468
to 78,62,650.

With 19 fresh deaths, the
total number of deaths regis-
tered in the state since the out-
break of Covid-19 in the state
in March 2020 went up from
1,43,656 to 1,43,675.

With the fresh 119 cases,
the total number of cases in
Mumbai mounted from
10,55,960 to 10,56,079. While
the recovery rate stood static at
98 per cent, the overall growth
rate of Copvid-19 cases in the
metropolis for a period from
February 17 and 23 remained
static at 0.02 per cent.

As 2,516 Covid-19 patients
were discharged from the hos-
pitals across the state after full
recovery, the total number of
people discharged from the
hospitals since the second week
of March 2020 increased from
77,02,217 to 77,04,733. The
recovery rate in the state rose

from 97.97 per cent to 97.99
per cent.

The number of “active
cases” in the state dropped
from 11,604 to 10,250. The
fatality rate in the state stood
static at 1.82 per cent.

The active cases in Pune
dropped from 3874 to 3513 .
The active cases in Mumbai
dropped from 1228 to 1088,
while the number of active
cases in the neighbouring
Thane dropped from 858 to
751. The active cases in
Ahmednagar dropped from
976 to 905 , while the number
of active cases in Nagpur  came
down from 1008 to 828.  

Of the 7,75,74,774 samples
sent to various laboratories
across the state so far, 78,62,650
have tested positive (10.14 per
cent) for COVID-19 until
Thursday.

Currently, 1,56,920 peo-
ple are in home quarantine
while 801 people are in insti-
tutional quarantine. 

Meanwhile, 58 fresh
Omicron cases were  recorded
in Maharashtra on Wednesday,
taking the total number of the
new Covid-19 variant cases to
4,567. Of these cases, 4,456
patients have been discharged
after they tested negative in the
RT-PCR tests.
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New Delhi: The foundation
stone for the 108 feet tall stat-
ue of God Hanuman in the
Hanumanji Char Dham Project
was laid in Rameswaram on
Wednesday. 

The statue, 3rd in the series
after Jakhoo Hill in Shimla  in
2010 and second one in Morbi
Gujarat will be constructed by
Harish Chander Nanda
Education and Charitable Trust. 

The foundation ceremony
was presided over by Nikhil

Nanda of the Harish Chander
Nanda Trust in the presence of
RSS all India general secretary
Dattatreya Hosabale and RN
Choubey, former UPSC
Secretary. 

The project was started in
2008 by industrialist Nikhil
Nanda. The first statue in the
series was completed in 2010 at
Jakhu Mandir (Shimla) and
was inaugurated by then CM of
Himachal Pradesh Prem
Kumar Dhumal. 
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Bengaluru: An Amritdhari
(baptised) Sikh girl was asked
by her college here to remove
her turban, following the
Karnataka High Court's inter-
im order on the Hijab row.

The Karnataka High
Court, in its recent interim
order pending consideration of
all petitions related to the hijab
row,  restrained all the students
in the State from wearing saf-
fron shawls, scarves, hijab and
any religious flag within the
classroom.

The College authorities
said they informed the students

about the Court order when
the educational institution
reopened on February 16. 

However, the deputy direc-
tor of pre-university education
during his visit to the college
earlier this week, on finding a
group of girls in hijab,
informed them about the
Court order, asked them to
abide by it.

These girls demanded that
no girls including the Sikh
should be allowed to wear reli-
gious symbols.

The college then got in
touch with the Sikh girl's father

informing him about the court
order and the need to abide by
it.According to sources, the
girl's family is said to be of the
stand that their daughter will
not remove the turban and is
taking legal opinion, with High
Court and government order
not mentioning about Sikh
turban.

As protests for and against
the hijab intensified in differ-
ent parts of Karnataka and
turned violent in some places,
the government had declared a
holiday for all high schools and
colleges in the state from

February 9, they were howev-
er reopened on February 16,
following the High Court 
order. PTI
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Mangaluru: The six students of
government pre-university col-
lege for women in Udupi, who
approached the High Court
seeking to allow them to wear
hijab and attend classes, have
appealed to the pre-university
board to postpone their practi-
cal examinations starting from
February 28. 

In their request, the stu-
dents said they could not attend
classes for the last two months
after we were denied entry inside
classrooms for wearing head-
scarves and needed more time to
appear for the practical exami-
nations. A H Almas, one of the
six petitioners, told reporters in
Udupi Thursday that all the six
students have requested the
deputy director of pre-universi-
ty education (DDPU) of Udupi
district to consider postponing
their practical examination. “The
DDPU told us that he will com-
municate the request to the
authorities concerned in the PU
board,” she said.  Aliya Assadi,
another petitioner in the hijab
case, said they have been receiv-
ing threatening and abusive calls.
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Kolkata: In what may be a first
of sorts in legislative history,
West Bengal Governor Jagdeep
Dhankhar on Thursday sum-
moned West Bengal's legisla-
ture for a session well past mid-
night at 2 AM on 
March 7.

Dhankar said he was mere-
ly acting on the recommenda-
tion of the Mamata Banerjee-
led cabinet which he described
as “unusual”, though both state
government officials as well as
the State's speaker Biman
Banerjee said the request for
calling the assembly session at
2 AM was a case of a simple
"typographical error" where
PM became AM.  

If the session is indeed
called at 2 AM at night, it will
mean legislators will have to lit-
erally burn the midnight oil as
well as Governor Dhankar who
would have to give his opening
speech at that odd hour. 

Independent India's
Parliament held a session
where Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru made his
famous "tryst with destiny"
speech at the stroke of mid-
night. 

Both the Parliament and
many state legislative assem-
blies have stretched their
debates and discussions to tim-
ings past midnight to address
urgent  business, but rarely if
ever has a house been sum-
moned at such a late 
hour.  

In a tweet, Dhankar said
that finding the timing of the
session "after midnight some-
what odd," he had called the
state Chief Secretary for urgent
consultation before noon
Thursday. However, "there was
usual compliance failure," he
complained.

Thereafter, he took the
decision to call the house at the
odd hour "accepting the cabi-
net decision," the Governor
said."Invoking article 174 (1) of
Constitution, accepting
Cabinet Decision, Assembly
has been summoned to meet
on March 7, 2022 at 2.00 A.M,"
he tweeted.

“Assembly meeting after
midnight at 2.00 A.M. Is
unusual and history of sorts in
making, but that is Cabinet
Decision," Dhankar added. PTI
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Hitting out at the Congress,
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi said that the Gandhi
family neglected Amethi, once
considered its bastion, and
even cheated the people of
this region.

Addressing an election
meeting in Kauhar grounds of
Gauriganj area in Amethi on
Thursday, the Prime Minister
said that the Gandhi family
ignored the plight of the peo-
ple.

"The local residents wanted
roads, water and other infra-
structure but the Gandhi fam-
ily members ignored their basic
needs. They even grabbed farm-
ers' land and the same was taken
over by the foundation run by
their family. On its part, the
Bharatiya Janata Party got roads,
medical colleges, schools and
bypasses constructed. The peo-
ple of opposition do dynasty
politics while the double-engine
Government of BJP works for
public welfare," he said.

Modi addressed a joint
public meeting of four

Assembly constituencies of
Amethi and five of Sultanpur
district at Kauhar in Gauriganj
ahead of the fifth phase of
polling slated on February 27.

The Prime Minister
claimed that the people had
extended full support to the
BJP in all four phases of the
Assembly elections and would
continue to do so in the next
three phases.

"Equations of the
Opposition parties would fall
apart after the victory of the
National Democratic Alliance in
Uttar Pradesh on March 10, as
people are united in favour of
the BJP. People have started say-
ing "Aayegi to NDA hi, Aayenge
to Yogi he". People have seen
how the BJP Government stood
with them in their joys and sor-
rows. They know that we do not
discriminate between people
when it comes to providing
them the benefits of welfare
schemes," he said.

Modi said, "On March 10,
when the BJP secures majori-
ty, the Opposition parties will
come to know that votes are
obtained on the basis of devel-

opment done for the poor.
The poor are saying that the
BJP Government will return in
UP as it has extended help to
all without looking at caste and
religion. We provided ration to
the poor and houses were built
for them. People of every caste
and religion were beneficiaries."

The Prime Minister further
said that the Opposition par-
ties, which were banking on
their dynastic as well as vote
bank politics, were unaware of
the ground realities in the
state.

"The difference between
dynasts and us is that they want
to rule people while we want to
serve them (people). There is no
democracy in their parties. All
key posts are held by their fam-
ily members and they are the
super ministers while other min-
isters do not matter," he alleged.

Modi said, "February 24 is
an important day in my life as
Pradhan Mantri Kisan
Samman Nidhi completes three
years today. People used to
spread rumours in 2019, that
Modi will shut this scheme
once polls are over. 
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Agartala: CPI(M) general sec-
retary Sitaram Yechury
Thursday slammed Prime
Minister Narendra Modi for
“dividing people on communal
lines” for electoral gains, assert-
ing that the only way to save the
country was to oust the BJP-led
government from the Centre.

Yechury also said that
democracy and democratic
rights of people are at stake
under the central regime, and
minority communities, dalits
and women were facing oppres-

sion. “Modiji has no time to
speak about the problems of the
common people. But, there is no
dearth of resources to create jobs
for the youth. The PM's only
agenda is to divide people on
communal lines and reap the
electoral harvest,” the senior
CPI(M) leader said at a rally here.

“If we want to save the
country, we have to oust the
Narendra Modi government
from Delhi. There is no alter-
native way to protect people's
rights and liberty,” he said.

Yechury said the BJP will
taste defeat in the assembly
elections in five states, includ-
ing Uttar Pradesh despite its
h i g h - o c t a n e
campaigning.

“Now, Modji is extensive-
ly touring Uttar Pradesh by
flights and vehicles at the cost
of public money. In the elec-
tions in Tamil Nadu, West
Bengal and Kerala, the BJP had
to bite the dust, and this time
too, it will witness  a similar
consequence,” he said. PTI
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The Calcutta High Court on
Thursday ordered a court-

monitored second post mortem
in the student leader Anish
Khan murder case that had set
parts of Bengal on fire for the
past a few days.

Hearing a petition seeking
court-monitored CBI investi-
gation into the murder of Khan
a Left-leaning student leader
from Aliah University the
Court on Thursday ordered a
second post mortem moni-
tored by District Judge, senior
advocate and Rajya Sabha
Member Bikash Ranjan

Bhattacharya who appeared for
the petitioners said adding the
Court also ordered the forensic
samples including the mobile
phone of the victim to be sent
to the Central Forensic
Laboratory, Hyderabad.

Copies of all the reports will
have to be made available to the
family members of the victim,
the Court ordered.

The Court however refused
to order CBI investigation

replacing the one being carried
out by the Special Investigation
Team earlier ordered byChief
Minister Mamata Banerjee.

The family members of the
victim however said that they
were not happy with the order
and would consider further
legal steps in consultationwith
their advocates.

This, even as hundreds of
people from Amta, the native
village of the victim gheraoed
the local police station demand-
ing arrest of the panchayat
pradhan, MLA and the MP
who they said were “behind the
murder of Khan as he was fast
gaining popularity in the area.”
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Kochi: The administrators or
creators of a WhatsApp group
cannot be held vicariously
liable for any objectionable
content posted on it by any of
its members, the Kerala High
Court has held.

The ruling by the high
court came while quashing a
POCSO case against the admin
of a WhatsApp group one of
whose members had posted
child pornography on it.

The court said that as held
by the Bombay and Delhi High
Courts, "the only privilege
enjoyed by the admin of a
WhatsApp group over other
members is that he can either
add or delete any of the mem-
bers from the group". PTI
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rich are taxed high, how does
it benefit me? My pocket is
empty and I cannot afford to
pay in any case.” During the
same visit at Dhari town, the
MP told his fellow workers
how Tata and Birla were con-
trolled and not allowed to get
richer. The local reaction was:
“That is why the whole
Amreli district had no indus-
try set up by these big indus-
trialists. We have to survive by
growing bajra.” The Nehru
Government kept the
Communist Party pleased;
when Indira Gandhi in 1969
split the Congress, the
Communists helped to keep
her minority Government in
power. That, however, did
not win the poor man’s sym-
pathy. Her nationalisation of
coal mines and the big banks
thrilled those who could
directly make money from
them. The upper and middle
class often remarked: “Earlier
the capitalist families were
wealthy, now Indira Gandhi is
a big industrialist and banker.
How have we benefited?”

The BJP, and its growth
out of the soil and people of
India, is one organisation
which is indigenous. Its
Hinduness is unquestionably

native. Babasaheb Ambedkar
said that he did not want to
die a Hindu; at the same time
he did wish to convert to any
religion whose origin was
foreign. He, therefore, chose
to cross over to Buddhism. A
similar logic should apply to
a political party. MA Jinnah
precipitated Partition in 1947
in the hope that with Islam
being a clear and compact
religion, it would bring hap-
piness to its adherents. But it
did not. Possibly because it
was inspired and founded in
Arabia, a hot, dry, sandy
region whereas today’s
Bangladesh is green and wet,
while today’s Pakistan is also
different.

On the other hand, the
Hindu ethos has a unique
oneness despite its unusual
variety. Between Shiva and
Krishna, different outlooks
cover all the Hindus of this
huge country. This is despite
most temples being free and
independent. Christians and
Muslims think that Hinduism
is polytheistic. Yet there is no
insistence on the concept of
god in the Abrahamic faiths.
Even an agnostic is acceptable
as a Hindu. The ultimate
commonality in Hinduism is

faith in the karma of each
person or soul leading to his
fate. Every action has a reac-
tion equal and opposite; as
scientific physics.

That democracy has
endured spontaneously is a
marvel in a country of such
variety. The secret of this
success of freedom is the
inductive basis of the Hindu
faith or the down-to-up logic.
There is no insistence on
one god, one Prophet, one
Book and then its logic down-
wards; an up to down or
deductive approach. Hindu
assumptions are few and that
is its strength. The western
faiths begin strong but can be
brittle in the end. Judaism is
a united faith but has shrunk
in numbers. Christianity has
scattered into many denom-
inations which have not held
their followers firmly.
Whereas Hinduism has gone
on despite its history sodden
with invasions and invaders
settling here. Its endurance
has been remarkable, whether
politically or in faith.

(The writer is a 
well-known columnist, an
author and a former member
of the Rajya Sabha. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Sir —  The way Mamata Banerjee, Sharad
Pawar, Akhilesh Yadav, the Congress and
Shiv Sena have condemned the arrest of
NCP’s Maharashtra Minister Nawab Malik
on his links with dreaded terrorist Dawood
Ibrahim connected with money launder-
ing and his properties, is highly deplorable.
This proves the mental bankruptcy of the
Opposition parties. The Enforcement
Directorate functions under the strict
supervision of courts and all its proceed-
ings are subject to judicial review of courts
under provisions of the PMLA. Calling the
Enforcement Directorate a ‘mafia’ by the
Shiv Sena and threatening revenge after
2024 is most unfortunate. The Congress,
on the other hand, has nothing to lose in
this entire episode.

The Trinamool Congress and NCP
have no support and political base beyond
Bengal and Maharashtra, respectively.
The Sena may face reverses due to its
entirely opposite political character which
we knew as nationalist. Shiv Sena has vast-
ly deteriorated in alliance with the
Nationalist Congress Party and Congress
in Maharashtra. These parties have hand-
ed over the nationalist agenda to the BJP.
Shiv Sena has subjugated itself to disrup-
tive forces in Indian politics. Gradually, all
these Opposition parties are ready to go
to any extent to avoid the sting of their sins.

Vinod Johri | Delhi
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Sir — The landslide victory of the
DMK alliance in the local body elections
is not unexpected, given the manner in
which the DMK has conducted itself dur-
ing its rule in the past nine months under
the charismatic and no- nonsense Chief
Minister MK Stalin. Despite the fact that
they acquired empty coffers in the trea-
sury and continue to face an unfriend-
ly Central Government which has not
released even the money due to the State,
the Tamil Nadu Government did its best
to fulfil its election promises to the max-
imum, which earned a good name
among people.

People also understood that all
promises cannot be honoured within a few

months and they very strongly believe that
CM Stalin will fulfil his assurances with-
out fail. Though the Opposition tried all
the tricks up its sleeves to tar the CM’s
image, people have rejected their manoeu-
vres realising that the State can regain its
self-respect, heritage and well-being only
under the leadership of Stalin. The mam-
moth victory has endorsed the fact that
Stalin is not only one of the best Chief
Ministers but one fit to be a national leader
par excellence. As rightly pointed out in
your excellent editorial, the Stalin era is
here to stay.

Tharcius S Fernando  | Chennai
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Sir — The ‘upright’ coach of the Indian
cricket team is indeed a very honest per-
sonality. He also holds immense respect
for those who have contributed to the
team. And this is exactly why he has him-
self admitted that just because of his
“immense respect” towards the contribu-
tion of Wriddhiman Saha, the former
indeed clearly asked the latter to move on.

That means those who hardly contribute,
fail regularly and demand “less respect”
can be asked to continue in the team. No
wonder why the greatest wicketkeeper of
the world in current times gets thrown out
from the team in the most brutal fashion
while those with utmost failures get pro-
moted, retained and pampered.

The Indian cricket team and its
management have not fallen from the
skies. They are part of this ungrateful
biased prejudiced society only. So not
only in the cricketing sector, rather in
every sector of this Indian society, silent
efficient workers/contributors have
absolutely no value. Rather, it is the age
and society of “empty vessels making
much sound” who get literally wor-
shipped by all and sundry. So we reward
the utmost failures everywhere for their
shrill vocal rhetoric and relentless chest-
thumping. What a moral fall!

Kajal Chatterjee | Kolkata
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Lately, there is a tenden-
cy for the media to
debate, discuss, review
books and hold inter-

views on subjects close to the
Hindu ideology. But not every-
one appears to realise the mega-
trend leading them to no longer
talk of socialism, Marxism or
other relative topics like
Revolution and Socialism.
These discussions would be
nearer solid ground if only the
debaters were to accept that we
are in the minds of a revolution,
whereby India is at least return-
ing to its roots.

Until recently, Indians were
confused as if at sea without
knowing how to swim. When
Independence came, we had
Pandit Nehru as the Prime
Minister but soon enough he
told some that he was the last
Englishman to rule India. He
further said that he was cultur-
ally a Muslim and showed his
old wedding invitation card
which was printed in Urdu. He
also proudly declared that he
was a Hindu by “accident of
birth”. He was equally proud to
claim that he was a socialist and
not long after made the
Congress adhere to a policy of
establishing a socialistic pattern
of society in India.

What was the simple Indian
to make out of this maize of
claims, mostly alien? Karl Marx
defined socialism as ‘from each
according to his ability to each
according to his opportunity’.
For the Indian grounded in his
faith in karma, it was not easy
to swallow that he would have
a ‘right’ to equal opportunity.
How could that be when his
karma might have been any-
where from excellent, down to
the criminal? Thus India’s
Government spoke one lan-
guage while its citizens under-
stood quite another.

Another disconnect was in
Lathi town in Amreli district of
Gujarat in the late 1960s. The
local MP was proudly explain-
ing to a few local Congressmen
as to how kind and considerate
the Nehru Government was.
There was income tax on rich
people going up to 65 per cent
while the poor were not taxed at
all. One worker reacted: “If the
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Our growing understanding of
complex systems, including
ecosystems, has challenged the
prevailing economic model of a

closed circular flow of production and 
consumption. This model has been
described as ‘natural laws’ of equilibrium of
market forces.

Especially in a world of limited
resources, it becomes evident that neo-clas-
sical economics fails to reflect social, eco-
nomic, and environmental factors.The cir-
cular flow diagram in neoclassical econom-
ics is just an abstraction of the economy,
showing that it can continue to reproduce
itself indefinitely without any additional
inputs. However, all of the resources (non-
renewable or renewable) required to sus-
tain this circular flow have to come from
the environment. At the same time all of the
waste produced by firms and households
inevitably returns to the environment. The
dependence of the economic system on the
natural ecosystem is so complete that the
human economy can rightfully be regard-
ed as a subset of the earth’s ecosystem.

Considering today’s environmental
problems, ranging from global atmos-
pheric degradation and toxicity of the envi-
ronment to loss of forests and massive
species extinctions, it isimportant that we
understand the relationship between ecosys-
tem and economic systemand our obliga-
tions towards the environment.

Since Vedic times, we have been taught
to live in peace and harmony with nature
and to conserve it. But as civilization pro-
gressed, economics and ecology have sep-
arated and their ethical implications has
almost been forgotten in the tide of unbri-
dled capitalist greed, one-sided individual-
ism and egocentrism. 

Today’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
obsessed growth has become a synonym for
rising living standards. But in reality, some
people have benefited more from growth
than others and there are still a significant
number of people worldwide,who lack
access to basic necessities, such as food,
clean water, healthcare and continue to live
in hunger, illiteracy etc. The inequality has
risen over the past several decades in
advanced economies, but remained unno-
ticed. However,the looming threat of cat-
astrophic global warminghas raised serious
concerns about the connection between
growth and carbon emissions. The problem
with GDP is that it conflates qualitative
development with quantitative growth and
also misrepresenting economic growth by
excluding social factors, environmental
impacts and natural capital. For e.g. agri-
cultural expansion, will be shown as net eco-
nomic gain, despite the degradation of
ecosystem services.

Eradicating global poverty within the
constraints of the natural resources is a huge
challenge in hand. The increasing popula-
tion has already pushed the planet over four
planetary boundaries - climate change, land
conversion, fertilizer use, and biodiversity
loss. A holistic approach is required which
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integrates social, ecological, and
economic indicators in evaluat-
inghuman well-being, sustainabili-
ty of a country’s or business’ growth,
identifying losses and devising bet-
ter policies and practices to mini-
mize them.In addition, a shift in
accounting system is needed to
incorporate all aspects of profits and
losses, not just financial gains, but
also negative externalities like pol-
lution, waste and other social and
environmental impacts. 

We cannot sustain growth forev-
er, given our planetary limits which
gives rise to a very important ques-
tion that is highly debated. What is
the limit of economic growth?

In present scenario, Herman
Daley’s concept of a steady-state
economy is known to be critical to
sustainable development and is often
discussed in connection with eco-
nomic growth and its impact on eco-
logical integrity, environmental pro-
tection, and economic sustainabili-
ty. “It entails stabilized population
and per capita consumption that do
not exceed the carrying capacity of
the ecosystem”. Given that natural
resources are limited, rather than try-
ing to achieve growth (quantitative),
we should focus oninnovation and
improvement (qualitative). He also
suggested, that taxes should be
levied on resource use rather than
income.Such a shift would force 
people to use resources more 
wisely, encourage eco-friendly 
technologies and simultaneously
improve employment and ecological
sustainability. 

Our current economic system is
putting an enormous pressure on the
planet and the traditional ways of
conducting businesses will soon
collapse, forcing companies to come
up with new solutions. By determin-
ing the path forward, companies can
save time, reduce costs, increase effi-
ciency andgaincompetitive edge,
which are critical for their success
and survival. By innovating and

applying clean technologies, they can
reduce pollution levels, deploy
resources more sustainably, recycle
a higher share of wastes and prod-
ucts or treat residual wastes in an
environmentally safe manner.
Besides, companies need to reinvest
their earnings into restoring, pre-
serving, and expanding the planet’s
resources. Failing to do so can neg-
atively impact their revenues.
Corporations must adapt a new out-
look that does not treat growth and
social welfare as zero-sum game.

Indeed, it is more productive to
work with nature than against
it.However, we have focused only on
the resources that can be exploited
from the earth’s ecosystemsand not
on the services provided by these
ecosystems. GDP has induced
unstainable practices that have con-
tributed to climate and biodiversi-
ty crises. Over the past two decades
forests have degraded significantly
due to land use changes, mining,
infrastructure projects, commer-
cial logging, overgrazing, etc.
Although, the country’s total forest
cover has increased,but it has main-
ly increased in the open forest cat-
egory (degraded forests) due to
plantations, monoculture, etc. on
private lands, while dense forests
(good forest) has decreasedinside the
Government-managed forests.
According to India State of Forest
Report 2021, 45 percent of India’s
forests would be at risk of 
climate change by 2030 if carbon
emissions increase moderately. In a
high emission scenario, that num-
ber rises to 65 percent. Additionally,
the growing stock of trees in forests
declined by 8 percent and the car-
bon stock is just 7,204 million
tonnes.

Massive plantations, particu-
larly monoculture species, deforesta-
tion in subtropical and tropical rain
forests has become detrimental to
biodiversity and ecosystem.
Likewise, excessive use of chemical

fertilizers and pesticides in agricul-
ture are contributing to greenhouse
gas emissions. Also, land degrada-
tion, particularly in rainfed land, has
become a major concern for Indian
agriculture, where agriculture con-
tributes a significant amount to the
country’s GDP and on which lives
and livelihood of farmers and for-
est dwellers depend.

Forest loss and extinction of
species can deprive us of valuable
resourcesand services like timber,
nuts, fruits, medicines andpreven-
tionof soil erosion, floods and-
droughts,  water filtration, fish-
eries, pollination and pollinators -
functions which are especially
important to the communities rely-
ing on natural resources for their
everyday survival. Considering that
naturally regenerated forests tend to
store nearly 32 percent more carbon,
forest restoration should take prece-
dence over tree planting.

Understanding that our econo-
my is a subset of our ecology is crit-
ical. It is therefore vital that human
behaviour toward nature be modi-
fied and corrected. To achieve this,
ecology and ethics need to work in
tandem. Ecology gives us insight into
natural ecosystems and the laws and
regulations that govern them, where-
as ethics enables us to establish inner
bridles against overexploiting nature.
It is imperative that to achieve sus-
tainable development, the broken
harmony between economy, ecolo-
gy and ethics be restored. We need
policy instruments and intervention
strategies for behavioural change
such as educational programmes,
incentives for conservation, land use
ministry, etc. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has
shown us that when governments
decide to make something happen
within their countries, policies can
happen almost overnight. It is
absolutely possible to change things,
but only if we change our political
values, interest and mindset.

(The writer is a former
IFS officer. The views

expressed are personal.)

We all saw a new avatar
of opposition leader
Rahul Gandhi when

he attacked the Government on
various economic and political
issues. It was amusing to all
those people who are waiting for
Gandhi to come of age and lead
the grand old party. Though
some of the allegations by him
do not pass the factual accura-
cy test, they surely havekicked
off a discussion.

A recent report from Oxfam
India has raised a debate over
wealth inequality in India and
India’s top two businessmen
have also found a mention in
this report. Charging the gun on
the wealth creators can be
understood from the perspective
of a politician for obvious rea-
sons but naming the individu-
als in these kinds of studies was
surprising. When rich people’s

wealth is measured then it is not
something which is held in tan-
gible terms like hordes of cash
or gold. It is largely based on
market-based valuation and we
all know that global indices
have recovered phenomenally
after first wave of covid-19.
Opposition highlights the rise in
wealth of Ambani and Adani but
they never talk about the
method of measuring this
wealth and hide the fact that
Ambani wealth declined by 28
percent in just two months dur-
ing the first wave of pandemic-
due to decline in market capital-
isation of his firms. It is really
painful and annoying to see that
entrepreneurs who create jobs
and generate revenue are abused
by our politicians for scoring
some brownie points and petty
political gains.  Discussion on
the issue of inequality will not be

complete without understanding
the salient facts highlighted
under ‘World Inequality Report’
which is prepared by reputed
institutions, including United
Nations Development
Programme (UNDP). Recent
edition of this report highlights
that most extreme increases in
income and wealth inequality
has risen from mid 1980s.
Previous edition (2018) of the
report highlights an interesting
contrast between the facts and

figures which are quoted by
opposition. Income & wealth
distribution curve was K-shaped
for the period 2004 to 2014
when income of top 10 percent
rose sharply while bottom 40
percent witnessed a constant fall.
Income of top 0.001 percent
(those whose names figure out
in political debates) grew by
2,726 percent during the peri-
od 1980-2014. If we go by the
data and facts then perhaps
opposition’s claim will get bust-

ed and Gandhi’s point will
boomerang to his own party as
it was Congress which ruled
the country from 2004-14, i.e.,
at a time when income and
wealth distribution formed a K-
shaped curve. This was the
time when rich were getting
more richer and middle class
was facing the double wham-
my of decline in income cou-
pled withrise in inflation. Post
2014, share in national income
was stablefor these two seg-
ments of population. 

Economic principles of
communist countries should
be ideally based on equitable
distribution of resources.
However, a deeper analysis of
data reveals interesting facts
about major socialist countries
like China and Russia. Wealth
of bottom 50 percent population
in India is higher than Russia

and slightly lower than China.
Middle class Indians’ wealth
share is higher than Russians
and Chinese. Nearly half of
Russia’s wealth is held by top 1
percent while this number
comes to 33 percent and 30.5
percent for India and China,
respectively. In other words,
despite of all tall claims of pro-
gressive scholars’ communist
regime grossly failed in achiev-
ing their stated economic objec-
tives. This was despite autocrat-
ic regime in those countries and
therefore a vibrant democracy
like ours can take pride in its
economic progress.

Suggestions like taxing rich
by way of surcharge or reintro-
duction of wealth tax appear
radical in thoughts but these
measures are regressive in real-
ity. A higher personal tax will
discourage the compliance and

will lead to generation of black
money. Empirical studies sug-
gest that black money increased
when personal tax was as high
as more than 97 percent. Wealth
tax was abolished in 2015
because revenue generation was
not making enough sense to
continue it. Apart from this, tax-
ing a notional wealth represent-
ed by unrealised gains based on
market valuation doesn’t hold
good. 

Issue of inequality and
poverty is not new and Indira
Gandhi gave slogan of ‘Garibi
Hatao’ (remove poverty) in
1971 election. This slogan has
been used by all the parties but
poverty is still there. Congress
party contribution in nation
building cannot be denied but
party scion Gandhi is factually
inaccurate on inequality and
poverty issue.
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(The writer is a Chartered
Accountant, author 
and public policy 

analyst. The views 
expressed are personal.)
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Ukraine on Wednesday
declared a nationwide

state of emergency after
Russian President Vladimir
Putin received authorisation to
use military force outside his
country and the West respond-
ed with sanctions.

Ukrainian lawmakers
approved President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy's decree that impos-
es the measure for 30 days
starting Thursday. The state of
emergency allows authorities
to impose restrictions on
movement, block rallies and
ban political parties and orga-
nizations “in the interests of
national security and public
order.”

Ukrainian authorities have
repeatedly voiced concern that
Russia could try destabilise
the country by relying on
Moscow's supporters inside
the country, including a pro-
Russia political party repre-
sented in parliament.
The decision follows Putin's
move Monday to recognize the
independence of rebel regions
in eastern Ukraine, where a
nearly eight-year conflict has
killed over 14,000 people.
Putin has sanctioned the

deployment of Russian troops
there to “maintain peace.”

Russian on Wednesday
evacuated its embassy in Kyiv
as hopes for a diplomatic way
out of a new, potentially dev-
astating war in Europe waned.

The US and key European
allies accused Moscow of
crossing a red line Tuesday in
rolling over Ukraine's border
into separatist eastern regions
known as the Donbas, with
some calling it an invasion.

Russia emptied its diplo-
matic posts in Ukraine, state
news agency Tass reported, a
day after the Foreign Ministry
announced a plan to evacuate,
citing threats. By Wednesday
afternoon, the Russian flag no
longer flew over the Kyiv
embassy, and police sur-
rounded the building.

Wednesday's actions
reflected the increasing con-
cern by Ukrainian authorities
after weeks of trying to project
calm. The Foreign Ministry
advised against travel to Russia
and recommended any
Ukrainians there to leave
immediately, saying Moscow's
“aggression” could lead to a
significant reduction in con-
sular services.

A senior U.S. Defense offi-

cial in Washington said the
Russian forces arrayed along
Ukraine's borders are “as ready
as they can be” for an invasion,
with about 80% in what the
U.S. Considers "forward posi-
tions, ready to go” within 5
kilometers to 50 kilometers (3
to 30 miles) of the border.

The official, who spoke on
condition of anonymity to dis-
cuss sensitive information,
added. "We still cannot con-
firm that Russian forces have
moved into the Donbas area.” 

President Joe Biden
allowed sanctions to move for-
ward against the company that
built the Russia-to-Germany
Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline and
against the company's CEO,
the White House said.
Germany said Tuesday it was
indefinitely suspending the
project, after Biden charged
that Putin had launched “the
beginning of a Russian inva-
sion of Ukraine” by sending
troops into two separatist
regions of eastern Ukraine.
The pipeline is complete but
has not yet begun operating.

“Today, I have directed
my administration to impose
sanctions on Nord Stream 2
AG and its corporate officers,”
Biden said in a statement.

“These steps are another
piece of our initial tranche of
sanctions in response to
Russia's actions in Ukraine. As
I have made clear, we will not
hesitate to take further steps if
Russia continues to escalate.”

Biden waived sanctions
last year against Nord Stream
2 AG, when the project was
almost completed, in return for
an agreement from Germany
to take action against Russia if
it used gas as a weapon or
attacked Ukraine. 

Putin said Tuesday he
hadn't yet sent any Russian
troops into the rebel regions
contrary to Western claims,
and Donetsk rebel leader Denis
Pushilin insisted Wednesday
there were no Russian troops
in the region even though a
local council member claimed
the previous day they had
moved in.

Ukraine's Minister for
Digital Transformation
Mykhailo Fedorov said a wave
of denial-of-service attacks
targeted official websites and
some banks Wednesday,
knocking sites of the parlia-
ment, cabinet and Foreign
Ministry offline and causing
interruptions or delays to the
sites of the defense and interi-

or ministry, which controls the
police. Many of the same
sites were similarly knocked
offline in attacks last week
that the U.S. And U.K.
Governments quickly blamed
on Russia's GRU military intel-
ligence agency. Such attacks
barrage websites with junk
traffic, rendering them
unreachable. Wednesday's
DDoS attacks appeared to have
less impact than the earlier
onslaught, with targeted sites
soon reachable again — as
emergency responders blunt-
ed them.

These were just the latest in
a series of signs of escalating
tensions. Kyiv recalled its
ambassador to Russia and con-
sidered breaking all diplomat-
ic ties with Moscow; dozens of
nations further squeezed
Russian oligarchs and banks
out of international markets;
Germany halted a lucrative
pipeline deal; the U.S.
Repositioned additional troops
to NATO's eastern flank bor-
dering Russia; and the top U.S.
Diplomat canceled a meeting
with his Russian counterpart.

Already, the threat of war
has shredded Ukraine's econ-
omy and raised the specter of
massive casualties, energy

shortages across Europe  and
global economic chaos. 

Even as the conflict took a
new, dangerous turn, leaders
warned it could still get worse.
Putin has yet to unleash the
force of the 150,000 troops
massed on three sides of
Ukraine, while U.S. President
Joe Biden held back on even
tougher sanctions that could
cause economic turmoil for
Russia but said they would go
ahead if there is further aggres-
sion. 

European Union sanctions
against Russia took effect, tar-
geting several companies along
with 351 Russian lawmakers,
who voted for a motion urging
Putin to recognize the rebel
regions, and 27 senior gov-
ernment officials, business
executives and top military
officers.

Ukrainian Foreign
Minister Dmytro Kuleba urged
Western leaders to ramp up
sanctions to “stop Putin,”
tweeting: “Hit his economy
and cronies. Hit more. Hit
hard. Hit now.”

The Russian Foreign
Ministry has shrugged off the
sanctions, saying that “Russia
has proven that, with all the
costs of the sanctions, it is able

to minimize the damage.” 
In Ukraine's east, where an

eight-year conflict between
Russia-backed separatists and
Ukrainian forces has killed
nearly 14,000 people, violence
also spiked again. One
Ukrainian soldier was killed
and six more were injured
after rebel shelling, the
Ukrainian military said.
Separatist officials reported
several explosions on their
territory overnight and three
civilian deaths.

Facing a barrage of criti-
cism at the 193-member
United Nations General
Assembly, Russia's U.N.
Ambassador Vassily Nebenzia
warned Ukraine that Russia
will montor the cease-fire in
the east and emphasized that
“no one intends to go softly,
softly with any violators.”

“A new military adven-
ture” by Kyiv “might cost the
whole of Ukraine very dearly,”
he warned ominously.
After weeks of rising tensions,
Putin's steps this week that
dramatically raised the stakes.
First, he recognized the inde-
pendence of those separatist
regions. Then, he said that
recognition extends even to the
large parts of the territories

now held by Ukrainian forces,
including the major Azov Sea
port of Mariupol. F i n a l l y,
lawmakers gave him authori-
ty to use military force outside
the country — effectively for-
malizing a Russian military
deployment to the rebel
regions. 

Putin laid out three con-
ditions that he said could end
the standoff, urging Kyiv to
recognize Russia's sovereignty
over Crimea, the Black Sea
peninsula that Moscow
annexed from Ukraine in 2014,
to renounce its bid to join
NATO and partially demilita-
rize. Ukraine long has reject-
ed such demands.

As rhetoric in Russia and
the West toughened, British
Defense Secretary Ben Wallace
recalled how the British army
“kicked the backside” of Russia
during the Crimean War in the
19th century.Russia's Defense
Ministry spokesman Igor
Konashenkov fired back, dis-
missing Wallace's claims as
“mythology” and advising
British soldiers to study the
history of Russia to avoid
“enriching our shared military
history with their lives for the
pleasure of poorly educated
British politicians.
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The United Nations Security
Council scheduled an

emergency meeting for
Wednesday night at the request
of Ukraine, which said it feared
an immediate 
threat of a Russian 
invasion.  

Ukraine's Foreign Minister
Dmytro Kuleba asked for the
meeting in a letter to Russia's
UN Ambassador Vassily
Nebenzia, who holds the coun-
cil presidency in February. The
meeting is scheduled for 9:30
p.M. EST.

The meeting comes two
days after the 15-member
council held an emergency
open meeting, also at Ukraine's
request, which saw no support
for Russian President Vladimir
Putin's declaration of inde-
pendence for two separatist
areas in Ukraine's east and his
announcement that Russian
troops would head there to
keep the peace.

Council diplomats are
finalising a draft resolution
that they said would make
clear that Russia is violating the
UN Charter, international law,
and a 2015 council resolution
endorsing the Minsk agree-
ments aimed at restoring peace
in eastern 
Ukraine.
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The two prosecutors in
charge of the Manhattan

district attorney's criminal
investigation into former
President Donald Trump sud-
denly resigned Wednesday,
throwing the future of the
probe into question.  

A spokesperson for District
Attorney Alvin Bragg con-
firmed the resignations of
Carey Dunne and former mafia
prosecutor Mark Pomerantz,
both of whom started with the
probe under the former district
attorney, Cyrus 
Vance Jr.

“We are grateful for their
service," said the spokesperson,
Danielle Filson. She declined to
comment further, saying the
investigation is on
going. The New York Times,
citing sources, reported that
Dunne and Pomerantz quit
after Bragg raised doubts about
pursuing a case against 
Trump.

Messages seeking com-
ment were left for Dunne and
Pomerantz.

The D.A.'s office investi-
gation led to tax fraud charges
last July against Trump's com-
pany, the Trump Organization,
and its longtime finance chief,
Allen Weisselberg.
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The head of the UN food
agency has warned that 13

million Yemenis are headed for
starvation due to a protracted
civil conflict and a lack of
funding for humanitarian aid. 

In an interview with The
Associated Press on
Wednesday, David Beasley said
that Yemen was “in a very bad
situation” with more than 40
per cent of the population
already relying on food supplies
from the World Food 
Program. 

"We're feeding 13 million
people out of a nation of 30
million people, and we are
running out of money,” Beasley
said, speaking from the capital,
Sanaa. Since the pandemic
hit, more people have been fac-
ing the threat of starvation
globally, which put tremendous
pressures on the WFP, Beasley
said. Now, 285 million people
around the world face the
threat of starvation, which
makes it more difficult to
attend to Yemen's needs, he
added.

“We've got twice the num-
ber of people struggling around
the world now,” Beasley 
said. 

“So, what am I gonna do
for the children in Yemen?
Steal it from the children in
Ethiopia, or Afghanistan, or
Nigeria or in Syria? That's not
right,” he added.

Beasley said his agency
was forced to cut rations in half
for eight million Yemenis due

to the shortage of funds.
“We may be cutting those

down to zero. What do you
think will happen? people will
die. It will be catastrophic,” he
said. 

According to the UN food
agency, around 811 million
people do not have enough
food across the globe, and and
estimated 45 million people in
43 countries are at risk of
famine. 

Beasley said the WFP
needs an extra 9 billion dollars
to meet the rising demand for
food aid around the 
world. 

“The USD 430 trillion
worth of wealth in the world
today, there should not be a sin-
gle child dying anywhere on
earth,” he contended. 

Yemen has been fighting a
civil war since 2014, when
Iran-backed Houthi rebels took
control of the capital of Sanaa
and much of the northern part
of the country, forcing the
government of President Abed
Rabbo Mansour Hadi to flee to
the south, then to Saudi Arabia.

A Saudi-led coalition
entered the war in March 2015,
backed by the United States, to
try to restore Hadi and his
internationally recognized gov-
ernment to power. 

Despite a relentless air
campaign and ground fighting,
the war has deteriorated large-
ly into a stalemate and caused
a humanitarian crisis. The US
has since suspended its direct
involvement in the 
conflict.
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Queen Elizabeth II post-
poned two virtual audi-

ences as she continued to expe-
rience cold-like symptoms
from COVID-19, Buckingham
Palace said Thursday.  

It was the second time this
week that Elizabeth, 95, had can-
celed virtual sessions. However,
she spoke by telephone with
British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson on Wednesday in what
was seen as an encouraging
sign of her recovery. 

The monarch's age,
COVID-19 diagnosis and a
health scare last year have
caused worry among officials
and the public. Her positive test
for the coronavirus over the
weekend prompted concern
and get-well wishes from across
Britain's political spectrum. 

The palace said Sunday
that Elizabeth, who has been
fully vaccinated and had a
booster shot, would continue
with “light” duties at Windsor
Castle. The queen, who is the
country's longest-reigning
monarch has a series of engage-
ments coming up as she cele-
brates her Platinum Jubilee,
marking 70 years on the
throne.  She is scheduled to
host a March 2 reception which
would involve meeting hun-
dreds of diplomats at Windsor.

She is also due to attend the
Commonwealth Service at
Westminster Abbey on March
14, and then a March 26
memorial service, also at the
Abbey, for her late husband,
Prince Philip, who died last
April at age 99.
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NATO Secretary-General
Jens Stoltenberg said on

Thursday that Russia has
launched war on Ukraine and
shattered peace on the
European continent.
Stoltenberg called for a summit
of NATO leaders for Friday. He
spoke shortly after the trans-
Atlantic alliance agreed after
emergency talks to further beef
up its land, sea and air forces
on its eastern flank near
Ukraine and Russia.

“Russia has attacked
Ukraine," Stoltenberg said. 

“This is a brutal act of war.
Our thoughts are with the
brave people of Ukraine.” 

“Peace on our continent
has been shattered," he said. 
“This is a deliberate, cold-
blooded and long-planned
invasion. Russia is using force
to try to rewrite history."  

Russia launched a wide-
ranging attack on Ukraine on
Thursday, hitting cities and
bases with airstrikes or shelling. 

Ukraine's government said
Russian tanks and troops rolled
across the border and accused
Moscow of unleashing a “full-
scale war.” 

“NATO emergency meet-
ing came after countries clos-
est to the conflict — Estonia,
Latvia, Lithuania and Poland —
requested rare consultations
under Article 4 of NATO's

founding treaty, which can be
launched when “the territorial
integrity, political indepen-
dence or security of any of the
(NATO) parties is threatened.” 

“We have decided, in line
with our defensive planning to
protect all allies, to take addi-
tional steps to further strength-
en deterrence and defense
across the Alliance,” the envoys
said. “Our measures are and
remain preventive, propor-
tionate and non-escalatory.” 

Lithuania declared a state
of emergency in a decree
signed by President Gitanas
Nauseda in response to Russia's
attack.  The Baltic country's
parliament was expected to
approve the measure in an
extraordinary session later on
Thursday. The measure, in
effect until March 10, allows for
a more flexible use of state
reserve funds and increased
border protection, giving bor-
der guards greater authorities
to stop and search individuals
and vehicles in border areas.
NATO member Lithuania bor-
ders Russia's Kaliningrad
region to the southwest,
Belarus to the east, Latvia to the
north and Poland to the south.

While some of NATO's 30
member countries are supply-
ing arms, ammunition and
other equipment to Ukraine,
NATO as an organization isn't. 

It won't launch any military
action in support of Ukraine,

which is a close partner but has
no prospect of joining.
Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania,
however, said in a joint state-
ment: “We would need to
urgently provide Ukrainian
people with weapons, ammu-
nition and any other kind of
military support to defend
itself as well as economic,
financial and political assis-
tance and support, humanitar-
ian aid." “The most effective
response to Russia's aggression
is unity,” Estonian Prime
Minister Kaja Kallas tweeted.
“Russia's widespread aggression
is a threat to the entire world
and to all NATO countries.” 

Kallas called for measures
“for ensuring the defense of
NATO Allies.” NATO began
beefing up its defenses in
northeastern Europe after
Russia annexed Ukraine's
Crimean Peninsula in 2014. 
It has around 5,000 troops and
equipment stationed there, but
those forces have been beefed
up with troops and equipment
from several countries in recent
months.

A first step now could be to
activate the NATO Response
Force, which can number up to
40,000 troops. A quickly
deployable land brigade that is
part of the NRF — made up of
around 5,000 troops and run by
France alongside Germany,
Poland, Portugal and Spain —
is already on heightened alert.
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Russian President Vladimir
Putin met Pakistan Prime

Minister Imran Khan in the
Kremlin on Thursday in his
first face-to-face talks since
the start of a special military
operation in eastern Ukraine
and the two leaders are expect-
ed review the entire array of
bilateral ties including energy
cooperation besides exchang-
ing views on major regional
and international issues.

Khan, who arrived in
Russia on Wednesday on a
two-day visit - the first by a
Pakistani premier in over two
decades – began his engage-
ments in Moscow by laying a
wreath at ‘Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier', hours after
the Russian President ordered
a special military operation in
eastern Ukraine, ignoring last-
minute appeals and warnings
from the West.

President Putin is holding
a meeting with Prime Minister
Khan in the Kremlin, state-run
TASS news agency reported.

“These are the first face-to-
face talks of the Russian leader
since the start of a special mil-
itary operation to protect
Donbass,” the agency 
said.

Earlier, the Prime
Minister's Focal Person on
Digital Media, Dr Arslan
Khalid, said that his visit to
Russia "continues as per plan",
dismissing reports in a section
of media that Khan has cut

short his visit to Moscow in the
wake of the latest develop-
ments.

The meeting between
Khan and Putin to discuss
issues including economic
cooperation came hours after
US President Joe Biden and
other Western governments
imposed tough economic sanc-
tions on Russia for sending its
military into parts of eastern
Ukraine. Khan was expected
to push for the construction of
a long-delayed, multi-billion-
dollar gas pipeline to be built
in collaboration with Russian
companies, the Pakistani media
reported.

In Washington,
Department of State
Spokesperson Ned Price said
that the US has communicat-
ed its position to Islamabad on
Russia's "renewed invasion" of
Ukraine and it was the "respon-
sibility" of every country to
voice objection to Putin's
actions.

"Well, we're certainly aware
of the trip," Price said. "We've
communicated to Pakistan our
position regarding Russia's fur-
ther renewed invasion of
Ukraine, and we have briefed
them on our efforts to pursue
diplomacy over war.”

"We believe it's the respon-
sibility of every responsible
country around the world to
voice concern, to voice objec-
tion to what Putin appears to
have in mind for Ukraine," he
said in response to a question
on Wednesday.
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Viewed from Paris, London
and Washington, the

events unfolding in Ukraine
may seem like a new Cold War
taking shape in Europe.  

From the Baltic countries,
it looks much worse.

To Estonians, Latvians and
Lithuanians — particularly
those old enough to have lived
under Soviet control — Russia's
belligerence toward Ukraine
has some worried that they
could be the next target. The
tensions have brought back
memories of mass deporta-
tions and oppression.

“My grandparents were
sent away to Siberia. My father
was persecuted by the KGB.
Now I live in a free democrat-
ic country, but it seems that
nothing can be taken for grant-
ed,” said Jaunius Kazlauskas, a
50-year-old teacher in Vilnius,
Lithuania's capital.

Russia's attack on Ukraine
sent shockwaves through the
Baltic countries on Thursday.
Lithuania's president declared
a state of emergency and Latvia
suspended the broadcast licens-
es of several Russian TV sta-
tions accused of spreading dis-
information and propaganda.
All three Baltic countries were
seized and annexed by Stalin
during World War II before
gaining independence again
with the breakup of the Soviet
Union in 1991. They joined
NATO in 2004, putting them-
selves under the military pro-
tection of the U.S. And its
Western allies. Ukraine is not

part of NATO.
Along with Poland, also a

NATO member, the small
Baltic countries have been
among the loudest advocates
for powerful sanctions against
Moscow and NATO reinforce-
ments on the alliance's eastern
flank. Baltic government lead-
ers in recent weeks have shut-
tled to European capitals, warn-
ing that the West must make
Russian President Vladimir
Putin pay for attacking
Ukraine, or else his tanks will
keep rolling toward other parts
of the former Soviet empire.

“The battle for Ukraine is a
battle for Europe. If Putin is not
stopped there, he will go fur-
ther,” Lithuanian Foreign
Minister Gabrielius Landsbergis
warned last week in a joint news
conference with U.S. Secretary
of Defense Lloyd Austin.

Two days before the attack,
President Joe Biden announced
that some American forces
deployed in Europe, including
800 infantry soldiers, F-35
fighters and Apache heli-
copters, would be moved to the
three Baltic states, describing
the step as purely defensive. 

The news was met with
enthusiasm in the Baltic capi-
tals. While the NATO treaty
commits all allies to defend any
member that comes under
attack, the Baltic countries say
it is imperative that NATO
show resolve not just in words
but with boots on the ground.

“Russia always measures
the military might but also the
will of countries to fight,” said
Janis Garisons, state secretary

at Latvia's Defense Ministry.
“Once they see a weakness,
they will exploit that weakness.” 

While Putin hasn't publicly
expressed any ambition to
reassert Russian control over
the Baltic countries, many
Estonians, Latvians and
Lithuanians worry he wants to
regain influence across all for-
mer republics of the Soviet
Union, the collapse of which he
once described as a tragedy for
the Russian people.

In his speech earlier this
week setting the stage for
Russia's military intervention,
Putin said Ukraine is "not just
a neighboring country for us.
It is an inalienable part of our
own history, culture and spir-
itual space.”

Culturally and linguisti-
cally different, the Baltic coun-
tries don't have the same con-
nection to Russian history and
identity. However, they were
ruled by Moscow for most of
the past 200 years, first by the
Russian Empire, then for almost
50 years following World War
II by the Soviet Union. All three
countries have ethnic Russian
minorities; in Latvia and
Estonia, they make up about
one-quarter of the population.

Though many of them are
well integrated, tensions flared
in 2007 when hundreds of eth-
nic Russians rioted against
government plans to relocate a
Soviet war memorial in Tallinn,
Estonia's capital. Estonia sus-
pected Russia of stoking the
unrest and orchestrating cyber-
attacks that paralyzed govern-
ment computer networks.
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With rare but fragile align-
ment, the US Congress is

largely backing President Joe
Biden's decision to confront
Russia with potentially esca-
lating sanctions for the crisis in
Ukraine as lawmakers brace for
perhaps the most daunting
foreign policy crisis the nation
has faced in a generation. 

But the next steps are high-
ly volatile — even more so after
Russian President Vladimir
Putin announced early
Thursday a military operation
in Ukraine and explosions were
heard in Kyiv, Kharkiv, Odessa
and other cities there.

"We must refuse to stand
by and watch innocent
Ukrainian men, women, and
children suffer,” the chairman
of the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, Sen. Bob
Menendez, D-N.J., said in a
statement after Putin's forces
moved against Ukraine. 

He said he was "committed
to ensuring that the United
States upholds our responsi-
bility to exact maximum costs
on Putin, the Russian economy,
and those who enabled and
facilitated this trampling of
Ukraine's sovereignty."

With isolationist impulses
rising at home, Congress has
no appetite for war. Yet
Americans also appear ambiva-

lent about the US working to
keep the peace. New polling
from The Associated Press and
NORC — taken before Putin's
announcement — says just
26% of Americans want the US
to play a major role in the
Russia-Ukraine conflict.

House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi said Wednesday that
Russia's aggression toward
Ukraine is "an attack on democ-
racy,” vowing that the US will
stand united with its allies
around the world in swiftly
imposing sanctions on Russia
and ensuring financial and
political support for an inde-
pendent Ukraine. Pelosi, who
returned to the Capitol from a
diplomatic overseas trip, situ-
ated the aggression from Russia
toward Ukraine alongside inter-
vention in the United States'
own democratic process during
the 2016 election. 

“There will be a price to
pay for Vladimir Putin," she
said, flanked by lawmakers
who had joined her delegation
at the annual security confer-
ence in Munich.

While Republican critics of
the Biden administration —
and even some Democrats —
want the White House to go
even tougher with swifter and
more severe sanctions on
Russia, most have given vary-
ing degrees of support for the
White House strategy, includ-

ing Biden's move Wednesday to
sanction the company building
the Russia-to-Germany Nord
Stream 2 gas pipeline.

The top Republican on the
Foreign Relations Committee,
Sen. Jim Risch of Idaho, said
sanctions on Nord Stream 2 are
“long overdue, but I cannot
overstate how critical they are
to showing Putin that violating
a nation's sovereignty has con-
sequences."

Risch, who has worked
with colleagues on a bipartisan
basis for years trying to end the
pipeline, said: “It is good to see
President Biden do the right
thing." Republican leaders
have sought to steer the con-
versation to their preferred
terms, as the party whose
defence hawks once led the
nation on the national securi-
ty front. But it's not at all clear
whether today's GOP can keep
Republicans from tapping into
an impassioned non-interven-
tionist strain unleashed by
Donald Trump's “America
First” approach. It was
Trump who sought to strip
protections for Ukraine from
the Republican Party platform
for the 2016 election, and who
was impeached by the House
for abuse of power after he
pressured the Ukrainian pres-
ident to dig up dirt on Biden
ahead of the 2020 campaign. 
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Investor wealth worth over �
13.44 lakh crore was wiped

off on Thursday as the domes-
tic equity markets tumbled
along with global risk assets,
after Russia launched military
operations against Ukraine.

Amid intensifying rout in
the global financial markets,
the 30-share BSE Sensex plum-
meted 2,702.15 points or 4.72
per cent to end at 54,529.91.

The carnage on Dalal
Street eroded investor wealth
worth Rs 13,44,488.54 crore,
taking the total market capi-
talisation (m-cap) to
�2,42,24,179.79 crore on the
BSE.

The m-cap of BSE-listed
companies stood at
�2,55,68,668.33 crore at the
end of trading on Wednesday.

Traders said incessant for-
eign fund outf lows also
weighed on the markets.

On a net basis, foreign
institutional investors sold
equities worth Rs 3,417.16

crore on Wednesday, data
available with stock exchanges
showed.

Brent Crude oil prices
surged past the USD 100-a-
barrel mark amid geopolitical
worries. Global oil benchmark
Brent crude futures jumped
7.92 per cent to USD 104.51
per barrel.

"Equities witnessed a free
fall with markets around the
globe down more than 5 per
cent, while Russian markets
were down more than 30 per
cent as Russia invaded
Ukraine after weeks of con-
f lict ,"  said Siddhartha
Khemka, Head - Retail
Research, Motilal  Oswal
Financial Services Ltd.

Nifty saw a steep fall of 800
points as sentiments soured
over intense military assault by
Russia. Sellers outpaced buyers
as volatility intensified on the
day of monthly F&O expiry.
All the sectoral indices were in
red, with the majority of the
sectors down almost 5-8 per
cent.

���� ;�;�,��

Amid prolonged uncertainty, con-
tinued policy support will be cru-

cial for sustained economic recovery
from the coronavirus pandemic,
Reserve Bank Governor Shaktikanta
Das said at the recent meeting of the
Monetary Policy Committee.

"In this period of prolonged uncer-
tainty, it would be wise to remain agile
and respond in a gradual, calibrated and
well telegraphed manner to the emerg-
ing challenges," opined Das, according
to the minutes of the MPC meeting
released by the Reserve Bank on
Thursday.

Observing that economic recovery
from the pandemic remains incomplete
and uneven, he said, "continued support
from various policies remains crucial for
a sustained recovery."

The governor said the renewed
surge in international crude oil prices,
however, requires close monitoring.

"We need to remain watchful of the
risks to domestic inflation arising from
rise in international commodity prices
due to exogenous factors including geo-
political developments. While core
inflation remains elevated, demand-pull
pressures are still muted, given the slack
in the economy," he said at the MPC
meet.

After the three-day meeting of the
Monetary Policy Committee (MPC)
early this month, RBI decided to keep
its key lending rates steady at record low
levels for the 10th straight time to sup-
port a durable recovery of the
economy from the pandemic.

The six-member MPC,
which has been on pause since
August 2020, voted unanimous-
ly to maintain the status quo on

the repo rate and by a majority of 5-1
decided to retain the accommodative
policy stance as long as necessary.

MPC member and RBI Deputy
Governor Michael Debabrata Patra
said the Indian economy is encounter-
ing headwinds as well as cross currents.

Referring to headwinds, he said
more than a billion vaccinations have
been achieved but only 56 per cent of
the total population is fully vaccinated.
The next billion "will be back breaking"
he said.

He said economic activity in India
appears to have resiliently withstood the
third wave, but messages from incom-
ing high frequency indicators are mixed.

"It is prudent to assume that the
recovery may have lost some momen-
tum during Q4: 2021-22 and Q1: 2022-
23. Inflation appears to be approaching
an inflection point after which it is pro-
jected on a downward path through all
of 2022-23," Patra said while voting for
maintaining the policy rate and keep-
ing the accommodative stance of poli-
cy unchanged.

RBI Executive Director and MPC
member Mridul K Saggar said the
Omicron variant along with continued
port congestions and supply shortages
has started to drag down global growth.

This, in turn, may act in accordance
with Bernoulli's principle on fluid pres-
sure, making the growth pipe narrow-
er with falling external demand acting
to dampen price pressures that have
turned elevated from the supply-side,
he said.
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The Indian government has
paid Cairn Energy Plc 

� 7,900 crore to refund taxes it
had collected to enforce a ret-
rospective tax demand, ending
a seven-year-old dispute that
had tarred the country's image
as an investment destination.

The company, which is
now known as Capricorn
Energy PLC, in a statement said
it has received "net proceeds of
USD 1.06 billion", of which
nearly 70 per cent will be
returned to the shareholders.

The tax department had
used a 2012 legislation, which
gave it powers to go back 50
years and slap capital gains
levies wherever ownership had
changed hands overseas but

business assets were in India, to
seek Rs 10,247 crore in taxes
from Cairn.

Cairn had in 2006-07 reor-
ganised its India business,
which comprised operations of
prolific Rajasthan oilfields,
prior to its listing on stock
exchanges. While the compa-
ny sold majority holding in the
India unit to Vedanta in 2011,
it was in 2014 slapped with the
tax demand notice over alleged
capital gains made on the reor-
ganisation.

The British firm contested
the demand, saying all taxes
due were duly paid when the
reorganisation, which was
approved by all statutory
authorities, took place.

But the tax department in
2014 attached and subsequently

sold the residual shares that
Cairn held in the Indian unit.
It also withheld tax refunds and
confiscated dividends due to it
to settle part of the tax demand.
All this totalled Rs 7,900 crore.

Cairn dragged the govern-
ment to international arbitra-
tion over the levy and enforce-
ment proceedings and on
December 22, 2020, got a
favourable ruling that asked
India to refund the tax collect-
ed together with interest and
penalty.

The government initially
refused to honour the award
but in August 2021 brought a
law to scrap all retrospective tax
demands and refund money
collected but without any inter-
est or penalty.

The change of heart fol-

lowed Cairn initiating seizure
of the Indian government's
overseas assets -- ranging from
flats used by its diplomatic staff
in Paris to Air India planes in
the US -- to recover the refund
due.

As part of the settlement
reached with the government
over the levy of back taxes,
Cairn withdrew all cases that
were brought to collect the tax
refund ordered by the interna-
tional arbitration tribunal after
rescinding retrospective raising
of demand.

Simon Thomson, chief
executive, Capricorn Energy,
commented: "India has a spe-
cial place in our company's his-
tory and we are very pleased
that this issue has now been
concluded."

Kolkata: Chief Economic Advisor (CEA) V
Anantha Nageswaran on Thursday said that the
Indian economy is now poised for recovery but
high crude oil price is a cause for 
concern.

The banking sector in the country is stable,
capital is available and credit offtake is poised
to take off, he said at a webinar organised by
Bharat Chamber of Commerce.

"We are not unique to the phenomenon of
uncertain growth and high inflation due to the
pandemic. Developed countries are also facing
the same problem," he said.

The budget for 2022-23 has been made keep-
ing in mind that the price of crude oil will be
around USD 75 per barrel. But due to the con-
flict between Russia and Ukraine, the price of
Texas crude is now USD 96 per barrel. "Its
impact on the Indian economy will depend how
long this high.Price will remain," Nageswaran
said.        According to him, inflation and pur-
chasing power is a worldwide problem. This has
been due to rise in shipping costs, high container
costs and high oil prices.

In India inflation rates are hovering around
5.2 per cent at the moment. "But, I feel it should
remain within four to six per cent in the next
fiscal which the RBI is targeting," he said.

The CEA said the market has begun to cor-
rect in India. "Activity levels in some industries
have crossed the pre-pandemic levels. But the
services sector is yet to recover".

Regarding private sector investment sce-
nario, he said it is yet to pick up due to the pan-
demic cloud which is still there. It will pick up
when consumption levels increase.

PTI
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The rupee tanked 102 paise
to close at 75.63 (provi-

sional) against the US cur-
rency on Thursday as riskier
assets took a hit after Russia
launched military operations
against Ukraine.

Forex traders said sus-
tained foreign fund outflows,
heavy selling in domestic
equities and elevated crude oil
prices weighed on investor
sentiment.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the rupee
opened at 75.02 against the
American dollar but later
dropped to a low of  
75.75 against  the 
greenback.

The local unit finally fin-
ished at 75.63, down 102
paise from the previous close.

Meanwhile, the dollar
index, which gauges the
greenback's strength against a
basket of six currencies, was
trading 0.74 per cent higher at
96.90.

Global oil benchmark
Brent crude futures jumped
8.36 per cent to USD 104.94
per barrel.

"Rupee became the worst

performing currency among
Asian currencies on back of
month-end dollar demand
from oil importers. Also, safe-
haven dollar demand has
surged after Russia attacks on
Ukraine fuelled sell-off in
risk assets," said Dilip Parmar,
Research Analyst, HDFC
Securities.

Brent Crude oil prices
surged past the USD 100-a-
barrel mark amid geopolitical
worries which worsened sen-
timents for rupee.

"Spot USD-INR took sup-
port at 74.30, the 200 days
simple moving average and
now heads for a month 
high of  75.72,"  Parmar 
said.

On the domestic equity
market front, the 30-share
Sensex ended 2702.15 points
or 4.72 per cent lower at
54,529.91, while the broader
NSE Nifty plunged 815.30
points or 4.78 per cent to
16,247.95.

Foreign institutional
investors remained net sellers
in the capital market on
Wednesday as they offloaded
shares worth Rs 3,417.16
crore, as per stock exchange
data.
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Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Thursday

said she will be meeting
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to discuss
the situation
arising out of
the Russia-
Ukraine con-
flict.

M a r k e t s
have been rattled by Russia's
attack on the Eastern
European country.

When asked whether
there will be a meeting with
the Prime Minster on the
Russia-Ukraine issue,
Sitharaman said, "definitely".

She was speaking to
reporters on the sidelines of
an event here.

On Thursday, Russian
President Vladimir Putin
announced a military opera-
tion in Ukraine and the move
has raised concerns over the
possibility of a full-scale mil-
itary confrontation between
the two countries.

The 30-share benchmark
Sensex crashed over 2,700
points in line with global
meltdown amid invasion of
Ukraine by Russia.

���� ,	���1�0�

Stocks tumbled worldwide
Thursday after Russia's

attack of Ukraine sent fear
coursing through markets and
upped the pressure on the high
inflation already hurting peo-
ple and businesses around the
world. 

The S&P 500 sank 2% to
continue its dismal start of the
year. It's now down almost
14% from the record high it set
in early January. European
markets sank even more, with
the German DAX down 5%. 

Bond yields fell as investors
sought safety and the price of
oil soared above $100 a barrel.
The conflict could send prices
spiralling even higher at gaso-
line pumps and grocery stores
everywhere. 

US markets pointed toward
a sharply lower open, following
a global plunge in stocks and a
surge in oil prices Thursday
after Russian President
Vladimir Putin launched mil-
itary action in Ukraine,
prompting Washington and
Europe to vow sanctions on
Moscow that may roil the glob-
al economy.

Oil prices jumped by more
than $7 per barrel and futures
for Wall Street's benchmark
S&P 500 index and the Dow

Jones Industrial Average were
off by more than 2.5%.

Market benchmarks in
Europe and Asia fell as much
as 5% as traders tried to figure
out how large Putin's incursion
would be and the scale of
Western retaliation.

Energy prices surged,
fuelling inflation fears. 

The spot price in Europe
for natural gas, for which the
continent relies on Russia to
supply, jumped as much as
31%.

Brent crude oil jumped
above $100 per barrel in
London for the first time since
2014 on unease about possible
disruption of supplies from
Russia, the No. 3 producer. 

Benchmark US crude was
close behind at $99 per barrel.
Prices of wheat and corn also
jumped.

The ruble sank as much as
7.5% against the dollar
overnight but recovered slight-
ly, down about 5% in the
morning.

Financial markets are in a
“flight to safety and may have
to price in slower growth" due
to high energy costs, Chris
Turner and Francesco Pesole of
ING said in a report.

In Brussels, the president of
the European Commission said
Thursday the 27-nation

European Union planned
“massive and targeted sanc-
tions” on Russia.

“We will hold President
Putin accountable,” Ursula von
der Leyen said.

The FTSE 100 in London
fell 3.3% after Europe awak-
ened to news of explosions in
the Ukrainian capital of Kyiv,
the major city of Kharkiv and
other areas. The DAX in
Frankfurt plunged 5.4% and
the CAC in Paris lost 4.9%. 

Moscow's stock exchange
briefly suspended trading on
all its markets on Thursday
morning.  After trading
resumed, the ruble-denomi-
nated MOEX stock index
tumbled more than 20% and
the dollar-denominated RTS
index plunged by more than
a third. That was on top of
Wednesday's 1.8% slide for
the S&P 500 to an eight-
month low after the Kremlin
said rebels in eastern Ukraine
had asked for military assis-
tance. 

Moscow had sent soldiers
to some rebel-held areas after
recognizing them as indepen-
dent.

Some analysts expect the
conflict to push investors out of
many tech stocks, with the
exception of the cybersecurity
sector. 
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Two-wheeler sales volume is
expected to dip by 8-10 per

cent this fiscal year due to fac-
tors like sluggish rural
demand, low festive-season
sales, higher prices, and
deferred purchases as con-
sumers eye electric vehicles,
Crisil  Ratings said on
Thursday.

The decline in sales vol-
ume in the current financial
year is expected on an already-
low base after two consecutive
years of decline -- at 13 per
cent in fiscal 2021 and 18 per
cent in fiscal 2020, the domes-
tic ratings agency said in a
statement.

This is the first time in
over a decade, when two-
wheeler sales are declining for
three successive fiscal years, it
added. Segment-wise, motor-
cycle volume, which accounts
for two-thirds of the overall
two-wheeler volumes, will see
a drop of about 8-9 per cent

this fiscal year, it said.
“The second, third covid

waves and delayed harvest
impacted rural demand for
two-wheelers this f iscal.
Besides, higher vehicle and
fuel prices also affected rural
demand this fiscal, unlike last
fiscal, when rural India was
less impacted by the first
covid wave," Crisil Ratings
Senior Director Anuj Sethi
stated.

Three consecutive years
of decline will take two-wheel-
er sale volumes back to the fis-
cal 2014 level and it may take
3-4 years to reclaim the peak
sales volume of 2.11 crore
seen in 2019, another compa-
ny executive said.

"That said, volume growth
is expected to be better at 6-8
per cent next fiscal, on a low
base, due to moderate recovery
in rural incomes, new product
launches, normalisation of chip
availability, and sharper focus
of manufacturers on premiu-
misation," he added.
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Moody's Investors Service
on Thursday raised

India's growth forecast to 9.5
per cent for the calendar year
2022 and to 8.4 per cent for the
coming fiscal beginning April
1, even as it flagged high oil
prices and supply distortions as
a drag on growth.

Stating that the economic
recovery from the first and sec-
ond Covid wave in 2020 and
2021, respectively has been
stronger than expected,
Moody's said Goods and
Services Tax (GST) collection,
retail activity and Purchasing
Managers' Index (PMI) suggest
'solid momentum'.

"We have raised our 2022
calendar year growth forecast
for India to 9.5 per cent from
7 per cent, and maintained our
forecast for 5.5 per cent growth
in 2023. This translates into 8.4
per cent and 6.5 per cent in fis-
cal years 2022-23 and 2023-24,
respectively," Moody's said in
an update to its Global macro-
economic outlook 2022-23.

The speed of the recovery
from the first lockdown-led
contraction in the June quarter
of 2020 and subsequently in the
June quarter of 2021 during the
Delta wave was stronger than
expected.

In November last year,
Moody's had forecast India's
economy to expand 7.9 per
cent in the 2022-23 fiscal
beginning April 1. As per offi-
cial estimates, Indian economy
is estimated to grow at 9.2 per
cent in the current fiscal end-
ing March 31.
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When the pandemic hit in 2020, that
uncertainty and chaos were

extremely hard on chef and restaurateur
Asma Khan and her all-women team at
Darjeeling Express, London. She had to
shut down her restaurant a week before
the lockdown in the UK but continued
to pay her staff, as they had to support
their families as well. 

No one knew how long this was going
to last. But, even in the face of all that
darkness, and uncertainty, she was hope-
ful. “I had to lock up, but I left a small
light in the kitchen on, so I could find
how to come back. This is umeed (hope)
you cannot close all hope and leave,”
Khan remembers. She managed to not
just survive the crisis professionally, but
thrive as the restaurant with its new for-
mats like thali lunches and biryani take-
aways, found newer clientele, including
a few Hollywood stars, visiting London.

Personally, however, she has had no
time to assess the impact the pandemic
has had on her. “I have given a lot to
everything and everybody, but I think
now, there is a time to just reflect on
myself for a bit and physically become a
bit stronger because it's been very tough,
and I probably need a bit of healing
myself,” she tells me in a zoom interview
from Kolkata, her hometown, where she
has been spending some downtime.

“I didn't have the luxury to worry
about my mental health, which does not
mean that I haven't been impacted. I
think this is probably why I feel that now
things are okay. I need to just spend a bit
of time for myself. So this is where I know
there is an impact on me. There was no
impact during the crisis because I was
fighting and thinking of new ideas,
doing biryani takeaway and trying to pro-
tect everybody. Because I was leading my
entire team of 35 people through the pan-
demic, I had no time.”

Khan has been an ardent champion
of women’s rights and has an all-female
team of home cooks in her restaurant.
These women, like her, have no profes-
sional experience, none of them went to
culinary school, but they have the talent
and the life experience to help them make
Indian food in the kitchen. Khan believes
in equal wages for her and her entire
team, as all of them, whether they make
the chaats or fluffy pooris, are equal. “This
has happened to women where our rotis
and our rice was taken for granted. In
many houses, women eat last and girls eat
least.” That's why no one is valued less
than the others.

Khan urges people, especially women,
to get help during this time and to not go
at it alone. “Please do not think that you
are being weak. When you say that you
struggled, it is very tough to admit that
it's been very difficult. But say it to your-

self, find help and try to make connec-
tions with other women and communi-
cate with people.”  

Khan’s journey began three months
before she got married and moved to
Cambridge in 1991. She was 21 and in a
foreign country, and as if that wasn’t
tough enough she didn't know how to
cook. It was only after she came back to
India, that she learnt to cook, in just a few
short summers. She never imagined
opening a restaurant, “At that time,
when you looked around, there was
nobody like me, everybody was, you
know, white or man, or a female who had
trained under some male chef who was
a mentor and godfather, you know? So
nobody from outside, untrained, unqual-
ified or, in other words, just a home cook.
You didn't see a restaurant open from
someone like that.” Khan remembers. 

But, still, she enjoyed cooking to feed
other people. In 2012, Khan started
offering a series of private supper clubs
in her home for a dozen people for £35
each. She especially mentions the
Cambridge students like her, coming
from India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri
Lanka and more who didn't know how
to cook themselves. It was when she was
cooking for them that she realised just
how memorable her food was. “I could
see them in tears, you know, sitting and
eating food,.... so silent, this is the thing
that I remember. I remember the silence
of the students when they ate because it
was a very emotional thing. And I
realised that I have the skills to take some-
one so far away, take them home.”  It was
only after this realisation, that she realised
her dream and opened her restaurant, not
just to feed people the taste of home, but
tell stories about that home too.

It was not just the food,
ambience and I have known
Chef Priyam Chatterjee for a

few years now and have
indulged in some memorable
dining experiences where I was
consistently floored by his infec-
tious passion and command
over culinary art. The multiple
interactions over the years
evolved to a level of cama-
raderie where he wanted me to
be a part of his special day when
he became the first Indian to be
awarded France’s prestigious
Ordre du Merite Agricole at an
exclusive ceremony at the
French Embassy in 2019. From
witnessing that ceremony to
his recent culinary adventures in
Europe, I have always kept a
close eye on his exciting culinary
endeavours and was ecstatic
when I heard that he is moving
back to India to take over the
kitchen of Bougie at Ambawatta
One, Mehrauli.

I went in for lunch a few
days ago. Covering 5,000 sq ft of
premium real estate overlooking
the Qutab, it has a Bohemian
vibe designed to create a harmo-
ny between different elements of
fire, water, earth and air as they
interact with the heritage of dif-
ferent countries. The spacious
terrace has an imposing yet
beautifully-designed central bar
graced by the aura of the Qutab
Minar. You won’t expect any-
thing less in a restaurant con-
ceptualised by Priyank Sukhija
and furnished by Natasha &
Neeraj Jain, the founders of the
famous decor and furniture
brand Bent Chair.

Coming to the food, Chef
Priyam has curated an exclusive
Mediterranean European menu
which offers your palate a deli-

cious variety of flavours and tex-
tures. Food that is comfortable
yet chic. Priyam uses organic
produce and his mastery of
cooking techniques — acquired
over years of working in French
kitchens — offers something
contemporary yet studded with
elements that evoke nostalgia.

We started with some Ham
croquettas, Chicken tenders,
Calamari, Courgette fritas with
jalapeño aioli and Sweetcorn
mousse doughnuts from the
Tapas selection. Each is better
than the other! You could not
help but notice, that even if
something was deep fried or
flash fried, it was done perfect-
ly. For the appetisers, we chose
the Avocado tartare, Parma with
love and The best-fried chicken
of your life. The tartare with
baby spinach, avocado mousse
and tobiko roe is absolute art on
a plate. The presentation of the
dish wrestles ferociously with
the taste. Brilliant. The Parma
preparation was stellar as well.
Aged Parma ham over sweet
melons glazed with pine nut oil
and tar syrup dressing gar-
nished with toasted pine nuts.
Can’t go wrong, can you? Pair it

with a full-bodied red wine and
I promise that the contrast
would make your taste buds
dance in gay abandon. The fried
chicken was of the highest qual-
ity. A meal in itself, the ‘Chef
special’ preparation floored me
with the crunch and balance.
Served with sliced bread and
some hot sauce on the side, it's
one of those dishes which would
be perfect to initiate or culmi-
nate a meal.

For the mains, we request-
ed the Chicken stroganoff and
Potatoes & truffles pizza and a
portion of Charred which is one
of the signature tartines at
Bougie. The stroganoff was
expertly done with sous vide
chicken on a bed of Russian pilaf
and some sour cream jus. Great
balance again. It was the first
time I tasted a potato and truf-
fles combination on a pizza. The
amalgamation of potatoes,

smoked cream and truffled
arugula was divine and every
bite was a soulful experience in
itself and none of the elements
overpowered or overwhelmed
the other. If you like truffles, you
would love this pizza. The tar-
tine was the one prep though
that tickled my imagination the
most. Truffle burrata tartine
topped with charred avocado
guacamole, barbecued avocado
with spiced onion emulsion. It
was one dish that flirted with all
the basic taste profiles — sweet,
sour, salty, slightly bitter and
umami. Loved it.

There were still a lot of
dishes that I wanted to try, but
I was already satiated to the core
and it was time to culminate the
meal. The dessert menu is done
by Paris My Love and I
savoured the Baba Au Rhum
before we bid Bougie goodbye.
This was not before I silently
promised myself to plan anoth-
er visit soon and try out some
other gems on the menu. I am
also specifically eyeing the soon
to be launched Breakfast menu
and can’t wait to dig into the
sandwiches, crepes and egg
preparations.

All in all, it was a wonder-
ful dining experience. Bougie
has a well-stocked bar and a
decent cocktail menu. The ser-
vice was prompt and the team
ensured that we had a good
time. Already very popular with
the Delhi crowd, Bougie offers
something for everybody.
Whether you want to visit for a
sundowner, an after-work drink,
a proper meal or a party on the
terrace, it would keep you want-
ing to come back for more. And
that, ladies and gentleman, is
what I call ‘The Bougie Effect’.
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Four-time Formula One champion Sebastian Vettel
says he will not race in the Russian Grand Prix in

September after Russia launched a wide-ranging attack
on Ukraine earlier Thursday, hitting cities and bases
with airstrikes or shelling.

After President Vladimir Putin defiantly
announced he was launching a military operation,
Ukraine's government said Russian tanks and troops
rolled across the border.

"I woke up to this morning's news shocked. I think
it's horrible to see what is happening. Obviously if you
look at the calendar we have a race scheduled in Russia
(on Sept. 25)," Vettel said Thursday at pre-season test-
ing in Barcelona.

"My own opinion is I should not go, I will not go,"
he said.

"I think it's wrong to race in the country. I'm sorry
for the innocent people that are losing their lives, that
are getting killed (for) stupid reasons and a very
strange and mad leadership."

The 34-year-old German is head of the Grand Prix
Drivers' Association but says they have not yet dis-
cussed the matter.

"I'm sure it's something we'll talk about," the Aston
Martin driver said. "But personally I'm shocked and
sad to see what's going on, so we will see going for-
ward but I think my decision is already made."

F1 said in a statement that it is "closely watch-
ing the very fluid developments" but made no fur-
ther comment on whether the race in Sochi would
be canceled.
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UEFA will no longer stage
this season's Champions

League final in St. Petersburg
after Russia attacked Ukraine,
The Associated Press has
learned.

An extraordinary meeting
of the UEFA executive commit-
tee will be held on Friday to dis-
cuss the geopolitical crisis and
when officials are set to confirm
taking the May 28 showpiece
game out of Russia, a person
with knowledge of the process
said on Thursday. The person
spoke on condition of anonymi-
ty to discuss private talks.

UEFA confirmed there is a
meeting due at 0900 GMT on
Friday.

"Following the evolution
of the situation between Russia
and Ukraine in the last 24
hours, the UEFA president has
decided to call an extraordinary
meeting of the executive com-
mittee .... In order to evaluate
the situation and take all nec-
essary decisions," UEFA said in
a statement.

The British government
and fan groups had been ask-
ing UEFA to no longer play the
game in the St. Petersburg,

where the stadium is sponsored
by Russian state-owned energy
giant Gazprom.

"On this tragic day, our
thoughts are with everyone in
Ukraine, our friends, colleagues,
members, &amp; their loved
ones," the Fans Supporters
Europe group tweeted
Thursday.

"Given the events unfold-
ing, we expect an imminent
announcement from UEFA on
the relocation of the Champions
League final."

The Ukrainian Premier
League suspended operations

on Thursday due to President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy's deci-
sion to impose martial law.
The league has been on a two-
month winter break and was
due to resume on Friday. It did
not give any planned date to
restart.

The International
Paralympic Committee said it
was in talks with sports officials
in Ukraine and Russia as their
teams prepare to head to China
for the start of the Paralympic
Games next week.

"The IPC is in dialogue
with both the Ukrainian and

Russian Paralympic
Committees ahead of the
Beijing 2022 Paralympic Winter
Games," the IPC said in an
emailed statement.

"As a politically neutral
ozzzzzzzzrganization, the IPC's
focus remains on the upcoming
Games rather than the ongoing
situation."

Russia's name, flag and
anthem are already barred from
the March 4-13 Paralympics in
Beijing over previous doping
disputes. Its team is due to com-
pete as RPC, short for Russian
Paralympic Committee.
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The Indian women's hock-
ey team views the ongo-

ing FIH Pro League as a per-
fect launch-pad to prepare
the side for two key tourna-
ments this year -- the World
Cup and the Hangzhou
Asian Games, which would
also be a qualifying event for
the 2024 Paris Olympics.

The Indian women
made a fantastic debut in the
FIH Pro League, beating
China 7-1 and 2-1 in their
opening two-leg tie in
Muscat, Oman earlier this
year.

And India captain Savita
said that playing against top

teams in the FIH Pro League
will be a fair assessment of
their game ahead of an
important 2022, which also
has the Birmingham
Commonwealth Games.

"Our main focus is on
our own performance. We
were waiting for long to play
in the Pro League because
here we will be up against
the top teams of the world.

"It will give us a fair idea
about our strengths and
weaknesses ahead of an
important season," Savita
said in a virtual press confer-
ence ahead of the second
FIH Pro League fixture
against Spain here this week-
end.

"The Pro League is an
important tournament for
the World Cup and Asian
Games. We have already
qualified for the World Cup
but every match in the Pro
League will give us an idea
on the grey areas we need to
work upon. The Asian
Games is also there which is
an Olympic qualifier."

The Indian women, who
finished a historic fourth in
the Tokyo Olympics, carried
on their good show in the
FIH Pro League but in world
no.7 and current World Cup
bronze-medallists Spain, a
tough competitor awaits
them in their first home
outing in the double-leg tie

at the Kalinga Stadium here
on Saturday and Sunday.

"Spain is a very good
side. They won the bronze
medal in the last World Cup.
So, it is important for us to
keep the momentum going.
We need to give our best in
every match," Savita said.

India are currently
placed third in the FIH Pro
League standings with six
points from two games and
the skipper said they will
continue to play to their
strengths.

"Attacking hockey and
penalty corners are our
strength and we will focus on
that (against Spain)," said the
ace goalkeeper.
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Liverpool crushed Leeds
6-0 to close the gap on
Premier League leaders

Manchester City to three
points, while Tottenham's top
four bid was rocked by a 1-0
defeat at Burnley on
Wednesday.

Reds boss Jurgen Klopp
believes his side must win
every game for the rest of the
season to pip City to the title.

That ambitious goal can't
be ruled out on Liverpool's
current form and Leeds were
no match for the title chasers
at Anfield.

Mohamed Salah netted
twice from the penalty spot
either side of a Joel Matip
goal.

Sadio Mane bagged a
brace in the second half and
Virgil Van Dijk completed
the rout.

Liverpool have won their
last nine games in all compe-
titions, with none more
important than this success in
their game in hand on City.

City were 12 points ahead
of Liverpool just a few weeks
ago, but that lead has quick-
ly been whittled away by a
combination of the Reds' blis-
tering streak and a couple of

blips from the champions.
Klopp admits he enjoys

being a pain in the "lower
back" to City as Liverpool
refuse to let their title rivals
pull away.

The stage is set for a
titanic battle with 12 games
left for both teams as City aim
for their fourth English crown
in five seasons and Liverpool
look to win their second in
the last three.

Meanwhile, Leeds have
lost seven of their past 10
league games and are only
three points above the relega-
tion zone.

Elsewhere on a wet and
windy night at Turf Moor,
Harry Kane started for
Tottenham despite hurting
his back while scoring twice
in Saturday's epic 3-2 win at
Manchester City.

But Tottenham reverted
to the kind of erratic display
that has frustrated their fans
so often in recent seasons.

Kane hit the bar early in
the second half and fired nar-
rowly wide from the edge of
the area moments later.

But it was Burnley who
made the breakthrough in
the 71st minute when Ben
Mee met Josh Brownhill's
free-kick with a far-post head-

er past Hugo Lloris.
Tottenham remain in

stuck in eighth place, seven
points adrift of the top four as
their hopes of qualifying for
the Champions League begin
to fade.

It was a second successive
victory for third bottom
Burnley, who are now just two
points from safety with a
game in hand.

Crystal Palace enjoyed a
4-1 win over Watford at the
expense of their former boss
Roy Hodgson.

Hodgson recently
returned to management after
leaving Palace at the end of
last season and is aiming to
save Watford from relega-
tion.

But Palace's first victory
in seven league games kept
Watford marooned in the
bottom three.

Jean-Philippe Mateta's
15th minute shot deflected in
off Kiko Femenia before
Moussa Sissoko headed
Watford's equaliser.

Conor Gallagher restored
Palace's advantage three min-
utes before half-time at
Vicarage Road.

Wilfried Zaha wrapped
up the points with two goals
in the last five minutes.
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Manchester United were
spared a damaging and

deserved defeat by Atletico
Madrid on Wednesday as
Anthony Elanga's late goal res-
cued them a 1-1 draw in the first
leg of the Champions League
last 16.

Atletico outplayed a slug-
gish United for the majority of
the match at the Wanda
Metropolitano and might have
considered Joao Felix's early
goal scant reward heading into
the second leg at Old Trafford
in three weeks' time.

But rather than extend their
advantage, Atletico squandered
it, Elanga racing onto a Bruno
Fernandes through ball and
applying a cool finish with 10
minutes left to earn United a
draw that felt like a victory.

Atletico's Sime Vrsaljko had
already hit the crossbar at the
end of the first half and Antoine

Griezmann was also denied a
late winner by the woodwork
after Elanga's equaliser.

But while United will
breathe a sigh of relief at the
result, this was another perfor-
mance to prompt serious con-
cerns about their progress and
direction under interim coach
Ralf Rangnick.

In the first half, they failed
to register a single touch in the
Atletico Madrid box, the first
time that has happened to a
United side in the Champions
League since at least 2005.

Cristiano Ronaldo was up
against a familiar foe in Atletico,
with 25 goals in 35 games
against Diego Simeone's team
and 10 in his last 10, including
three hat-tricks.

But the Portuguese cut a
frustrated and isolated figure up
front, his biggest contribution as
a target for the enthusiastic
whistling and booing from the
Atletico supporters.
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Rafael Nadal achieved his best
start to an ATP Tour season on

Tuesday, improving to 12-0 this
year by defeating Stefan Kozlov to
reach the Mexican Open quarter-
finals.

The 35-year-old Spanish left-
hander eliminated the US lucky
loser 6-0, 6-3, advancing to a
Thursday matchup against 39th-
ranked American Tommy Paul,
whom he has never played before.

The victory kept Nadal unbeat-
en over a dozen matches in 2022,
his best career start to any year, sur-
passing the 11-0 run in 2014 that
ended with a loss to Swiss Stan
Wawrinka in the Australian Open
final.

Nadal won his men's record
21st Grand Slam title at last
month's Australian Open, breaking
the career mark of 20 Slam crowns
he had shared with Novak Djokovic
and Roger Federer.

World number five Nadal,
seeking his 91st career ATP title
and fourth Acapulco crown, also
won a warm-up tournament last
month in Melbourne.

Reigning US Open champion
Daniil Medvedev, whom Nadal
rallied past in five sets in the
Australian Open final, beat Spain's
68th-ranked Pablo Andujar 6-1, 6-
2 to continue his quest for the
world number one ranking.

Medvedev beats Andujar to
move closer to top tennis ranking

Daniil Medvedev and Rafael
Nadal had comfortable wins on
Wednesday at the Mexican Open
and a rematch of their epic five-set
final at the Australian Open
appears to be on the horizon.

Medvedev took another step
toward top spot in the ATP rank-
ings with a dominant 6-1 6-2 sec-
ond-round victory over Pablo
Andujar while Nadal cruised past
Stefan Kozlov 6-0 6-3.

If Medvedev beats Yoshihito
Nishioka in the quarterfinals and
Nadal does the same against
Tommy Paul, the two players will
meet again in the semifinals less
than a month after the Spaniard
rallied to win the f inal at
Melbourne for his record 21st

Grand Slam singles title.
Paul advanced to the quarter-

finals with a 7-6(6) 2-6, 7-5 with a
win over Dusan Lajovic and
Nishioka progressed after rallying
to beat Taylor Fritz 3-6 6-4 6-2.

The 26-year-old Medvedev is
trying to replace Novak Djokovic
atop the rankings and could achieve
that goal if he wins the title in
Acapulco.

He needed just over an hour to
beat Andujar the morning after
defending champion Alexander
Zverev was kicked out of the
Mexican Open for violently smash-
ing his racket on the umpire's
chair moments after losing a dou-
bles match.

"If I do it it's going to mean a
lot, there would be a lot of statis-
tics mentioned, since when this or
since when that … it´s going to be
fun, but first I have to achieve it, it´s
my main goal to win as many
matches as possible in the next few
weeks," Medvedev said.

Medvedev beat Djokovic in
the US Open final last September
to win first major title and, at his
next Grand Slam event, reached the
final at the Australian Open on
January 30 before losing to Nadal.

The 35-year-old Spaniard, who
has won three times in Acapulco -
2005, 2013 and 2020 - has a 12-0
record in 2022 and needed an 1
hour and 16 minutes to beat
Kozlov, who entered the draw as a
lucky loser.
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Sebastien Haller kept up his
remarkable scoring record

in this season's Champions
League, finding the target at the
right end shortly after putting
through his own net as Ajax
drew 2-2 with Benfica in their
last 16, first leg on Wednesday.

Haller's 26th-minute own
goal cancelled out Dusan Tadic's
opener for the Dutch champions
at the Estadio da Luz in Lisbon,
but the Ivory Coast striker then
put Ajax back in front just three
minutes later.

It was not enough for Erik
ten Hag's side to win the game,
as Ukraine international Roman
Yaremchuk came off the bench
in the second half to earn
Benfica a deserved draw.

However, Haller has now
scored 11 goals in this season's

Champions League after ending
the group stage in double figures.

Having never played in the
competition before this sea-
son, he is the first player to score
in each of his first seven
Champions League appear-
ances.

Only Cristiano Ronaldo,
Robert Lewandowski and Ruud
van Nistelrooy have scored in
more consecutive Champions
League matches, with Ronaldo
doing so in 11 straight games
between 2017 and 2018.

The former West Ham
United man is also just the sec-
ond Ajax player to score 11
goals in Europe in the same
season, after Ruud Geels in
1975-76.

However, with UEFA hav-
ing abolished the away goals
rule in Europe, the tie remains
firmly in the balance going
into the return leg in
Amsterdam on March 15.

LIVERPOOL HIT LEEDS FOR 6
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FIH Pro League key to Indian women's performance in 2022 season: Savita
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Harmanpreet Kaur struck a much-
needed half-century to get back

among the runs as the Indian
women's cricket team finally man-
aged to beat New Zealand in the
series-ending fifth ODI for a conso-
latory six-wicket win here on
Thursday.

The Indian bowlers, who under-
performed prior to the game, finally
got their act together to limit New
Zealand to 251 for nine in 50 overs.

India chased the down the target
in 46 overs courtesy Harmanpreet's
63 off 66 balls and Smriti Mandhana's
71 off 84 balls. Skipper Mithali Raj
remained unbeaten on 57 off 66 balls.

Having lost the one off T20 and
first four ODIs, India badly needed
a win to gain some momentum
going into the ODI World Cup next
month. The spinners, who struggled
to provide the breakthroughs, shared
seven wickets among themselves on
Thursday.

Deepti Sharma, Rajeshwari
Gayakwad and Sneh Rana took two

wickets each while pacer Meghna
Singh too was impressive in the five
overs she bowled.

Star batter Mandhana, who had
missed the first three ODIs and the
T20 due to an extended stay in
quarantine, also got some valuable
time in the middle.

The ICC Women's Cricketer of
the Year collected nine fours in her
84-ball effort.

Harmanpreet must be relieved
after scoring her first fifty in close to
12 months.

She was dropped from the pre-
vious game after a prolonged lean
patch and came under heavy criticism
from former players including ex cap-
tain Diana Edulji.

She used the sweep shot effective-
ly to collect a bunch of boundaries
before using a pull shot to reach the
half-century. The Indian team needs
to be consistent with performances
like they put on Thursday if it is to
challenge for the world title.

"We have improved over the last
few games we have played, that's a
good sign before the World Cup. 
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Virat Kohli, who had stepped down as the
Royal Challengers Bangalore skipper

after the 2021 IPL season, said he took that
call to give himself some space and manage
his workload.

Kohli had announced his decision to leave
IPL captaincy after saying that T20 World Cup
will be his last tournament as India skipper
in the shortest format.

He was later removed as ODI captain
before he quit the leadership role in five-day
format.

"I'm not someone who holds onto things
more than I should. Even if I know I can do
a lot more, if I'm not going to enjoy the
process, I'm not going to do it," Kohli, one of
the modern day greats, said on "The RCB
Podcast" about dropping the captain's arm-
band.

The former RCB and India skipper
asserted that it is very difficult for people to
understand what a cricketer thinks while tak-
ing such decisions.

"Because it's very difficult for people to
understand your decisions unless they are in
your situation. From the outside, people have
their own expectations 'Oh! How did that hap-
pen? We are so shocked'," added Kohli, who
is on the verge of playing his 100th Test.

"There's nothing to be shocked about. I

explain to people, I wanted some
space and I wanted to manage
my workload and the story
ends there."

Right from the inaugural
IPL till last season, RCB have
never won the cash-rich tour-
nament.

Rubbising all the conversa-
tions that people had about his
decision, Kohli cleared the air
saying, "There was actu-
ally nothing at all. I
keep my life very
simple and basic,
when I wanted to
make a decision, I
made a decision
and I announced
it.

"I didn't want
to think about it
and contem-
plate it for
another year.
That would've
done nothing
to me, nothing
to the environment I'm
part of. Quality of life is
something very impor-
tant to me. And the qual-

ity of cricket is something very important to
me.

"Over a period of time, you want to do
what you're doing day-in-and-day-out
and you want to do as much as you can,
but at the end of the day, you have to real-
ize that quality is far more important than
quantity," stressed Kohli.

The elegant top order batter also
stressed that he has always been him-

self. "Quantity in hard work but
quality in execution. That is the

key. If you go for quantity in
execution, then you're
going to get burnt out. If
I can't be myself in my
everyday life and I can't
be myself on the field, I
will change something.

"Because that is
who I am. That is the
reason I am where I
am. And that is the
reason why people
can connect to me at
a certain level. My

loved ones, people who
are close to me, my friends

they connected to me
because of that factor,

because I've always been
myself," he signed off.
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Mandeep Singh
remained unbeat-

en on a majestic 130,
while wicketkeeper-batter
Anmol Malhotra also
slammed a century as
Punjab recovered from a
poor start to post 368 for
5 against Haryana on
day one of their Ranji
Trophy Elite Group F
match here on Thursday.

Put in to bat, Punjab
lost their opener
Prabhsimran Singh for a
golden duck, while skip-
per Abhishek Sharma
(24) also failed to con-
vert his start.

The 30-year-old
Mandeep then took

charge of the proceedings en route to
his 14th first-class century.

The Punjab veteran shared two
fifty-plus stands with Anmolpreet
Singh and Gurkeerat Singh Mann
(48) but wickets kept falling at the
other end.

Yadav claims fifer as MP bundle
out Meghalaya for 61

Right-arm pacer Gaurav Yadav
claimed a fifer as Madhya Pradesh
bundled our minnows Meghalaya for
a meagre 61 on the opening day of
their Ranji Trophy Elite Group A
match here on Thursday.

In reply, MP, who had defeated
a strong Gujarat side in their lung
opener, ended the day at 141 for 2, for
a lead of 80 runs.  

It was Yadav (5/11) who wreaked
havoc with the ball, as no Meghalaya
batter showed resistance. Only two of
them reached double-digit figures.

Yadav's sclaps included opener
Wallam Kynshi (2), Chirag Khurana
(0), skipper Punit Bisht (0), Larry
Sangma (0) and Ravi Teja (8).

Meghalaya were reduced to 25 for
5 and they could never resurrect their
innings from there as MP bowlers
kept striking at regular intervals.

Wanlambok Nongkhlaw (19)
top-scored for the north-eastern
side. Yadav was ably supported by fel-
low pacers Ishwar Chandra Pandey
(1/18), Anubhav Agarwal (1/15) and
left-arm orthodox bowler Kumar
Kartikeya (2/6).

Rookie Abhishek slams succes-
sive fifty as Bengal gain upperhand
over Hyderabad

Wicketkeeper-batter Abhishek
Porel continued his fine form with a
second half century on the trot as
Bengal took an upper-hand on day
one of their Ranji Trophy group B

match against Hyderabad at the
Barabati Stadium here on Thursday.

Abhishek, who scored a resilient
second innings unbeaten half-centu-
ry in their thrilling win over Baroda
in the last match, once again provid-
ed the resistance for Bengal batting
at No.8 with a quick 62-ball 73
(10x4) to take them to 242 in 70.2
overs after they were sent in.

Bengal pacer Mukesh Kumar rat-
tled the Hyderabad top-order by dis-
missing opener Akshath Reddy (0)
and Tilak Varma (0) in successive
overs to finish day one on 15/2, trail-
ing by 227 runs.

Like against Baroda when
Abhishek and Shahbaz Ahmed pro-
duced a match-winning 108-run
unbroken stand, the duo showed
Bengal the way after they were reel-
ing at 116/6, following the loss of
Sayan Sekhar Mondal (34), Anustup

Majumdar (29) and veteran Manoj
Tiwary (2) in the space of just nine
runs.

Abhishek took charge in the
partnership with 10 boundaries on
both sides of the wicket, while
Shahbaz chipped in with a 61-ball 40
(2x4) in their 74-run stand for the
seventh wicket.

But Abhishek could not convert
it into a bigger score and was cleaned
up by Ravi Teja to get out for 73.

Satish's unbeaten 146 steers
Vidarbha to 270/3 against
Maharashtra 'Crisis man' Ganesh
Satish slammed an unbeaten 146 to
propel Vidarbha to 270 for 3 on the
opening day of their Ranji Trophy
Elite Group G match against
Maharashtra here on Thursday.

Opting to bat, Vidarbha lost
their openers -- in-form skipper
Faiz Fazal (14) and Sanjay Raghunath

(3) -- cheaply, and were in spot of
bother at 18 for 2.

Maharashtra's left-arm medium
pacer Mukesh Choudhary (2/47)
accounted for both the batters.

But then, one-down batter Atarva
Taide (68) joined hands with Satish
(146  not out off 282 balls) to not only
resurrect the innings but also pum-
melled a pedestrian Maharashtra
attack to submission.

While Satish, who was the more
aggressive of the two, slammed 19
fours and a six, Taide hammered 10
fours in his 145-ball knock.

The duo conjured a crucial 177-
run stand for the third wicket, which
took the game away from their oppo-
nents at the Gurgaon cricket ground
here.

Karun Nair slams unbeaten 152
as Karnataka makes 268 for 8 vs J&K
on day 1
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India batter Mayank Agarwal is set to
captain Punjab Kings in the upcom-

ing Indian Premier League.
Agarwal, who is part of the Indian

Test team, was one of the two players
retained by Punjab Kings alongside
young pacer Arshdeep Singh ahead of
the mega auction earlier this month.

A formal announcement is expect-
ed soon.

"In all likelihood, Mayank will cap-
tain the side. The announcement is
expected later this week," an IPL
source told PTI. Punjab, who went into
the auction with the maximum purse,
made good use of the money by get-
ting the likes of Shikhar Dhawan, Jonny
Bairstow, Liam Livingstone, Kagiso
Rabada and buying back left-arm
spinner Harpreet Brar and explosive
Tamil Nadu batter Shahrukh Khan.

Dhawan's name as captain was also
doing the rounds but the management
was keen on Agarwal as the leader even
before the auction.

"Dhawan is a welcome addition to
the side and was always on the radar
at the auction. He is a champion play-
er but it seems Punjab were keen on
Mayank as captain ever since K L Rahul
left the team," the source added.

Agarwal and Rahul formed one of
the most prolific opening pairs in the
IPL over the past couple of years. Rahul

will lead Lucknow Super Giants this
season.

Agarwal had captained the team
briefly last year when Rahul was
injured. Agarwal aggregated 400-plus
runs in the past two seasons. He had
made his IPL debut in 2011 and has so
far played 100 games.

The 31-year-old has also played 19
Tests and five ODIs for India.

With a strong squad at their dis-
posal, Punjab Kings are aiming to end
their title drought in the IPL. Their only
final appearance came way back in
2014. They finished sixth out of eight
teams in last three editions.
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With an aim to conduct an unin-
terrupted tournament, the ICC

on Thursday said all matches at the
upcoming Women's ODI World
Cup in New Zealand could be played
with nine players in case of a
COVID-19 outbreak.

The nine-player-a-side game is
already in place in the ICC guidelines
related to playing conditions and has
been in effect since the U-19 World
Cup in the West Indies, where India

won the title for a record fifth time.
ICC's head of events Chris Tetley

said that the prevalent playing con-
ditions allow teams to field a trun-
cated side if there is a COVID out-
break in their squad, supplemented
by substitute fielders from within the
management and coaching staff. "If
it becomes necessary we would
allow a team to field nine players as
an exception for this environment,"
Tetley was quoted as saying by
ESPNcricinfo.

"And if they had female substi-
tutes from within their management
team, we would allow two substitutes
to play - non-batting, non-bowling
- to enable a game to take place."

Keeping the pandemic scenario
in mind, all teams have been allowed
to take along three extra players as
travelling reserves, who can be
brought in the 15-member main
squad should there be a COVID
casualty.
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Ishan Kishan gave a glimpse
of his enormous potential
with a 56-ball-89 before the
bowlers joined the party in

India's clinical 62-run demoli-
tion of Sri Lanka in the first
T20I to take a 1-0 lead in the
three-game series here on
Thursday.

This was also India's longest
winning streak in T20Is which
has now gone up to 10 match-
es.

Asked to take first strike,
Kishan was unstoppable at the
top as he blasted a blistering 56-
ball 89, while Shreyas Iyer pro-
vided the late charge with an
unbeaten 57 as India racked up
a massive 199 for 2.

The Indian bowlers, led by
Bhuveshwar Kumar (2/9 in 2
overs) and Venkatesh Iyer
(2/36), then provided the finish-
ing touch, limiting Sri Lanka to
137 for 6 in 20 overs.

Yuzvendra Chahal (1/11)
and Ravindra Jadeja (1/28) also
claimed one wicket each.

The victory extended
India's winning streak to 10 T20
games.

For Sri Lanka, Charith
Asalanka regained some confi-
dence with an unbeaten 47-ball
53 but he didn't get any support
from the other batters.

Indian captain Rohit
Sharma became the highest
scorer in all T20Is after his
innings of 44 as he surpassed
Martin Guptill (3299) to now go
onto 3307.

Leg-spinner Yuzvendra
Chahal (67 wickets) have now
gone past Jasprit Bumrah as
India's top wicket-taker in
T20Is.

Defending the total,
Bhuvneshwar provided India
the perfect start as he cleaned up

in-form opener
Pathum Nissanka (0) of the first
ball of the innings before return-
ing to remove the other open-
er Kamil Mishara (13) cheaply.

India's fielding was not up
to the mark with ventakesh Iyer
and Shreyas Iyer spilling
chances off Kamila and Charith
Asalanka in 3rd and 6th overs

respectively but it didn't matter
as the Lankan batters couldn't
use the chances.

Ventakesh got rid of Janith
Liyanage (11), while comeback
man Ravindra Jadeja had
Dinesh Chandimal (10)
stumped in the 10th over as Sri
Lanka were down 51 for 4 in
10th over.

Skipper Dasun Shanaka's
(3) stay lasted six balls as Chahal
overtook Bumrah to become
India's leading wicket taker (67)
in T20Is.

With the required run-rate
hovering over 20, Asalanka
then provided some respectibil-
ity to the chase.

Iyer grabbed the opportuni-
ty with both hands, smashing
five fours and two sixes in 28
balls to take India to a huge
total. Ishan Kishan was the
aggressor among the two open-
ers as he exploded in the third
over, making Chamika
Karunaratne pay for erring in
his line and length with three
boundaries as India amassed 15
runs from the over.

Lahiru Kumara bowled
with a lot of pace but Ishan came
up with two good-looking shots
-- one a pull on the front foot
which went over the ropes and
the other one a  flick across the
mid-wicket boundary.

Left-arm spinner Praveen
Jayawickrama was next ham-
mered for a four, while a short

ball from Chameera was
deposited into the stands as
Kishan continued his demoli-
tion act which yielded 58 in the
powerplay.

Sri Lanka was also guilty of
dropping Ishan with spinner
Jeffrey Vandersay spilling him
on his own bowling in the 7th
over.

The left-hander soon went
on to score his second T20 fifty
as India amassed 98 off 10
overs.

Playing second fiddle, skip-
per Rohit ran the ones and twos
hard and picked up two fours
along with a cracking slog-
sweep over mid-wicket for a six.

Six runs short of a half-cen-
tury, Rohit was done in by a
slow delivery from Lahiru
Kumara in the 12th over as as
Sri Lanka tried to put breaks.

Ishan Kishan got another
reprieve when he had edged one
from Vandersay and the ball
made its way to the boundary.

After two tight overs,
Kishan slapped one over long-
on for a maximum and then
sent Lahiru Kumara across the
third man and deep mid-wick-
et boundaries as India racked up
17 runs.

Sri Lanka's agony was esca-
lated by their pedestrian bowl-
ing in the death overs as Shreyas
Iyer took them to the cleaners
with the last three overs yield-
ed 44 runs.
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