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India’s daily Covid count
scaled a new peak on Friday,

with more than 1 lakh cases
reported for the first time this
year. The case count of 1,17,000
is the highest since early June
last year. 

Almost all the States led by
Maharashtra witnessed a mas-
sive surge, but most of the cases
are asymptomatic. Many States
have now imposed a weekend
lockdown to restrict the move-
ment of the public.

After sweeping Delhi and
Mumbai, Covid-19 is now
surging in Karnataka. The State
on Friday registered a steep rise
recording 8,449 new infections
in the past 24 hours, ANI
reported. The new cases were
67.93 per cent higher than
Thursday’s count of 5,031 cases.
Four people died due to the dis-
ease in the past 24 hours, and
the case fatality rate in the State
is currently 0.04 per cent.

A total of 3,007 cases of
Omicron variant of coron-
avirus have been detected
across 23 States and Union
Territories so far, out of which
1,199 have recovered or migrat-
ed.  Maharashtra recorded the
maximum number of 876 cases
followed by Delhi at 465,
Karnataka 333, Rajasthan 291,
Kerala 284 and Gujarat 204.

India’s Covid-19 tally had
crossed the 20-lakh mark on
August 7, 2020, 30 lakh on
August 23, 40 lakh on
September 5 and 50 lakh on
September 16. It went past 60
lakh on September 28, 70 lakh
on October 11, crossed 80 lakh

on October 29, 90 lakh on
November 20 and surpassed
the one-crore mark on
December 19. India crossed the
grim milestone of two crore on
May 4 and 3 crore on June 23.

“The single-day rise in
coronavirus infections was
recorded above one lakh after
214 days, taking India’s total
tally of Covid-19 cases to
3,52,26,386 which includes
3,007 cases of Omicron report-
ed across 27 States and UTs,”
according to the Union Health
Ministry data updated on
Friday. The country saw a sin-
gle-day rise of 1,17,100 new
coronavirus infections, while
the active cases increased to
3,71,363, the highest in around
120 days, according to the data
updated at 8 am.

The death toll climbed to
4,83,178 with 302 fresh fatali-
ties, the data stated. The coun-
try last reported over one lakh
cases on June 7 last year when
1,00,636 infections were
recorded, said an official from
the Union Health Ministry.

On Friday, Delhi recorded
17,335 fresh Covid-19 infec-
tions and nine deaths. 

Continued on Page 2
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On the eve of the weekend
curfew in the national

Capital, the Delhi Disaster
Management Authority
(DDMA) on Friday allowed the
shops, dealing with non-essen-
tial goods, in markets or com-
plexes and malls to remain
open between 10 am and 8 pm
on an odd-even basis. Delhi’s
daily Covid cases on Friday
shot up by 15 per cent after
17,335 fresh cases were report-
ed in 24 hours. Nine deaths
were also reported.

“Shops in markets/com-
plexes and malls dealing with
non-essential goods shall be
allowed to open on an odd-
even basis between 10 am and
8 pm. Only one authorised
weekly market (up to 50 per
cent limit of allowed vendors at
normal time) per day zone shall
be allowed,” the DDMA order
stated.

The DDMA also directed
all district magistrates to num-
ber shops under their jurisdic-
tions by Saturday to deal with
violations of the odd-even for-
mula for the opening of shops
dealing in nonessential items.

“The DMs and officials
have been asked to ensure that

only one weekly market is
allowed to open in a municipal
zone following all Covid pro-
tocols,” an official said.

In its earlier order, the
authority had directed that
shops and establishments deal-
ing in non-essential goods and
services, malls and weekly mar-
kets would be allowed to open
on alternate days as per odd-
even system depending on
their numbers.

“It has been observed that
the aforesaid instructions are
not being properly followed by
the shops, malls and weekly
markets and (it has been)
found that shops are open
without following the odd-
even system,” said the order.  

Continued on Page 2
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Even as the Punjab
Government has main-

tained that there was no secu-
rity lapse during Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s visit
to the State, the Punjab Police
registered an FIR in Ferozepur
against nearly 150 unidentified
protesters who blocked the
cavalcade on Wednesday.

On Thursday, the State
Government had announced a
two-member panel to investi-
gate the matter and had 
asked it to submit its report in
three days.

Punjab’s Chief Secretary
Anirudh Tewari has written to
the Union Home Ministry
regarding the security breach,
informing that an FIR has
been lodged in the incident.

He mentioned that the State
Government has formed its
own two-member panel to
investigate the alleged lapses.

Sources in Punjab said the
Union Ministry of Home
Affairs has sent show-cause
notices to some police officials
in the State.

The Chief Secretary is
learnt to have shared details
pertaining to the sequence of
events that unfolded on
Wednesday, sources main-
tained. The Union Home

Ministry had directed the State
Government to file an 
immediate report, saying it
did not ensure the required
deployment.

The incident triggered a
major political row with the
BJP alleging that the ruling
Congress in Punjab ‘’tried to
physically harm’’ the Prime
Minister, while other parties
too attacked the State
Government over the law and
order issue. 

Continued on Page 2
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New Delhi:The Indian econo-
my remains on track to regain
its position as the world’s
fastest-growing major economy
after official estimates on
Friday put the GDP expansion
at a tempered 9.2 per cent this
fiscal amid concerns over the
impact of a resurgent virus on
the fragile recovery.

The growth in the gross
domestic product (GDP) of 9.2
per cent in April 2021 to March
2022 fiscal (FY 2021-22) given
by the National Statistical
Office (NSO) in its first
advance estimate compares
with 9.5 per cent expansion
forecast by the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) last month.

The economy had con-
tracted by 7.3 per cent in the
previous financial year.

With one quarter still left
in the fiscal year, there has been
a surge in daily Covid-19 cases
in recent days driven by the
Omicron variant which is set to
overtake Delta as the dominant
strain.

This has prompted fresh
restrictions in several parts of
the country, threatening the
fragile economic recovery.

Risks to the economy stem
from an Omicron-led third
wave which may upend growth
revival across sectors, special-
ly the contact-intensive services
industries.

With 9.2 per cent growth in
2021-22 fiscal, the economy
will surpass the pre-COVID
level in actual terms, mainly on
account of improved perfor-
mance by farm, mining and
manufacturing sectors.

“Real GDP or GDP (gross
domestic product) at Constant
Prices (2011-12) in the year
2021-22 is estimated at Rs
147.54 lakh crore, as against the
Provisional Estimate of GDP
for the year 2020-21 of Rs
135.13 lakh crore, released on
May 31, 2021.

“The growth in real GDP
during 2021-22 is estimated at
9.2 per cent as compared to the
contraction of 7.3 per cent in
2020-21,” as per a statement by
the NSO.

The projection is less than
the 9.5 per cent forecast by the
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) and S&P, while Moody’s
Investors Service had in recent
weeks put India’s growth fore-
cast at 9.3 per cent. Fitch
Ratings has projected an 8.7 per
cent expansion.

Continued on Page 2
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Beginning January 11, all
international travellers —

both from at-risk or “not at
risk” countries — will have to
undergo home quarantine for
seven days and will be required
to undertake RT-PCR test on
the eighth day of arrival in
India amid the rising cases of
Covid-19 and Omicron scare. 

This comes a day after 125
passengers arriving from Italy
at Amritsar on chartered flights
tested positive.

The Centre on Friday
revised the norms for interna-
tional passengers coming to
India and also updated its list
of “at-risk” countries which
includes countries in Europe
including the UK, South Africa,
Brazil, Botswana, China,
Ghana, Mauritius, New
Zealand, Zimbabwe, Tanzania,
Hong Kong, Israel, Congo,
Ethiopia, Kazakhstan, Kenya,
Nigeria, Tunisia, and Zambia.
The countries added to the list
include Congo, Ethiopia,
Kenya, Nigeria, Tunisia,
Zambia, and Kazakhstan.  

As per the new norms,
international passengers will
have to submit a self-declara-
tion form on the online Air
Suvidha portal before their

scheduled travel, including
travel details of the last 14 days.

As per the revised guide-
lines issued for international
passengers, travellers shall also
be required to upload results of
repeat RT-PCR test for Covid-
19 done on eight day on Air
Suvidha portal (to be moni-
tored by the respective
States/UTs).  If  report is neg-
ative, they will further self-
monitor their health for next
seven days.  However, if such
travellers are tested positive,
their samples should be further
sent for genomic testing at
INSACOG laboratory network.
These norms will remain effec-
tive till further orders.

Previously, travellers com-
ing from countries specified as
“at risk” had to submit sample
for Covid testing post-arrival
and were required to wait for
their results at the airport
before leaving or taking a con-
necting flight.

The test should have been
conducted within 72 hours
prior to undertaking the jour-
ney. Each passenger shall also
submit a declaration with
respect to the authenticity of
the report and will be liable for
criminal prosecution if found
otherwise.

Continued on Page 2
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The Supreme Court on
Friday directed the

Registrar General of the Punjab
& Haryana High Court to
secure the records about secu-
rity arrangements made for
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s recent Punjab visit from
the State Government, its
police, and Central agencies. 

A bench headed by Chief
Justice NV Ramana also asked
the counsel representing
Punjab and the Central
Governments to ask the com-
mittees set up by them sepa-
rately to probe the lapses dur-
ing the visit of the Prime
Minister to “hold their hands
till Monday” when it will hear
the plea next. 

“Heard counsel for parties.
Taking into consideration the
arguments advanced, keeping
in view that it pertained to the
security of the Prime Minister
and other issues... As first step,
we deem it appropriate to
direct Registrar General of
Punjab and Haryana High
Court to secure records forth-
with,” the bench, also com-
prising justices Surya Kant and

Hima Kohli, said in the order. 
The apex court also direct-

ed the Punjab Government, its
police authorities and other
Central and State agencies to
cooperate and provide the
entire relevant records imme-
diately to the Registrar General.
The bench has now posted the
case for further hearing on
January 10.   

The top court was hearing
the plea of organisation
“Lawyer’s Voice” seeking a
thorough investigation into the
breach in Prime Minister’s
security in Punjab and ensur-
ing no such event happens 
in the future.

The petition has sought
preservation of evidence on
security arrangements, court-
monitored probe and action
against “erring” officials of the
Punjab Government responsi-
ble for the alleged lapse. 

Senior advocate Maninder
Singh, appearing for the peti-
tioner, said the incident was not
“merely a law and order prob-
lem” but rather a national secu-
rity issue, which is covered
under the Special Protection
Group Act. Opposing the
enquiry by Punjab, he said an

order has been issued by the
State Government forming a
committee to enquire into the
incident and having regard to
the statutory scheme, it cannot
be done as it was not the law
and order issue alone. 

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the
Centre, termed the case of
security breach “the rarest of
the rare issues which had
potential of causing interna-
tional embarrassment” and
appreciated the bench for tak-
ing cognizance of the plea.
“Whenever the Prime
Minister’s cavalcade moves,
the DGP of the State con-
cerned is consulted first and
only when he clears the caval-
cade moves. Here the green sig-
nal was given and he did not
say there was a blockage,” the
law officer said. 

The local police were very
much enjoying the tea and
they did not even inform the
“warning car” which moves
ahead of the protectee, he said,
adding that serious mishap
could have happened and this
would have led to “interna-
tional embarrassment”. 

Continued on Page 2
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The Supreme Court on Friday paved the
way for starting the stalled NEET-PG

2021 counselling process based on the
existing 27 per cent OBC and 10 per cent
EWS reservations in the All India Quota
seats, saying there is an “urgent need” to
begin the admission process. The order will
bring relief to several doctors waiting for
admissions to postgraduate courses. 

A bench of justices DY Chandrachud
and AS Bopanna, which had for two con-
secutive days heard the matter on applic-
ability of Rs 8 lakh annual income crite-
ria for determination of economically
weaker section (EWS), passed an interim
order, saying “there is an urgent need to
commence the process of counselling”.  

It said it is passing operative directions
while the detailed reasons would follow
shortly.  

“Counselling on the basis of NEET-PG
2021 and NEET- UG 2021 shall be con-

ducted by giving effect to the reservation
as provided by the notice dated July 29,
2021, including the 27 per cent reservation
for the OBC (other backward class) cate-
gory and 10 per cent reservation for EWS
category in the AIQ (All India Quota)
seats,” the bench said. 

The apex court passed the interim
order on a batch of pleas filed by doctors
challenging a July 29, 2021, notice of the
Centre and the Medical Counselling

Committee (MCC) providing 27 per cent
reservation for OBC and 10 per cent for
EWS in the National Eligibility cum
Entrance Test (NEET-PG) admissions for
medical courses for the academic year
2021-22. 

The top court, which passed five
operative directions, said that the criteria
for the determination of EWS notified by
the office memorandum (OM) 2019,
including �8 lakh annual income criteri-
on, will be used for identifying the EWS
category for candidates, who appeared for
the NEET-PG 2021 and NEET-UG (Under
Graduate) 2021 examinations. 

However, the bench said the validity
of the criteria determined by the Pandey
Committee for identification of EWS
would prospectively for the future be sub-
ject to the final result of the petitions.  “The
petitions shall be listed for final hearing on
the validity of the EWS criteria as recom-
mended by the Pandey Committee in the
third week of March 2022,” the bench said.
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To ensure free and fair elec-
tions in Uttar Pradesh,

Election Commission of India
(ECI) on Friday provided 150
companies of Central Armed
Police Forces (CAPFs) to assist
the local police in maintaining
law and order.

Prashant Kumar, ADG law
and order, said the above force
was sanctioned by the Central
Government in the first phase
so that adequate deployment
could be immediately made for
managing law and order in the
State. 

He claimed that among
the above 150 companies of
CAPF, 50 companies are of the
Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF), 30 companies each are
of the Border Security Force
(BSF) and the Shashatra Seema

Bal (SSB), 20 companies each
are of the Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF) and the
Indo-Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP). He claimed that the
Central forces will assist the
local police in all kinds of law
and order duties, besides tak-
ing out flag march, etc.

Kumar said the maximum
of four companies of CAPF will
be provided to Prayagraj, while
three companies of CAPF will
be provided to Agra, Aligarh,
Pratapgarh, Bareilly,
Moradabad, Gorakhpur,

Lakhimpur Kheri, Sitapur,
Meerut, Saharanpur, Gazipur,
Jaunpur, Azamgarh, Ballia,
Lucknow, Varanasi and
Kanpur. 

Similarly two companies of
CPMF will be provided to
Gautam Budh Nagar, Mathura,
Mainpuri, Ferojabad, Etah,
Fatehpur, Badaun,
Sahajahanpur, Bijnor, Rampur,
Deoria, Basti, Kushinagar,
Maharajganj, Siddharthnagar,
Bahraich, Gonda, Etawah,
Kannauj, Jhansi, Hardoi,
Raebareli, Unnao, Ayodhya,
Sultanpur, Barabanki,
Ambedkarnagar, Ghaziabad,
Bulundshahr, Baghpat,
Muzaffarnagar, Chandauli,
Mau, Mirzapur, and
Sonebhadra. The remaining
districts will be provided one
company each.        

Continued on Page 2
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Puri: The famed Jagannath
temple in Odisha’s Puri will
remain closed from January 10
till month end in view of the
increasing CovidD-19 cases, a
senior official said on Friday.
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A Bhubaneswar Land Use In-
telligence System (BLUIS), a 5T
project launched by Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik on July 8, 2020
and implemented by the General
Administration and Public Griev-
ance Department in collaboration
with BDA, BMC and ORSAC, was
conferred with the National e-Gov-
ernance Gold Category Award by
Union Minister of Personnel Dr
Jitendra Singh in the 24th National
Conference on e-Governance

organised by the Government of
India at Hyderabad on Friday.

The award was received by Ad-
ditional Chief Secretary and Agri-
culture Production Commissioner

Sanjeev Chopra along with ORSAC
Chief Executive Officer Prafulla
Mallik, Odisha Adarsh Vidyalaya
CEO Prem Chandra Chaudhury
and Director of Estates Sushanta
Kumar Mohanty. The project uses
cutting edge technology including
satellite imagery and Artificial In-
telligence to safeguard Govern-
ment land in the capital city. Chief
Secretary Suresh Mahapatra ad-
vised to have more of the innova-
tive technological applications for
supporting quick and informed de-
cision making.  He also directed to
replicate the application in other
municipal corporations. Additional
CS Chopra said, “The app has user-
friendly interface for citizens and
officials. It has also scalable and rep-

licable features and key informa-
tion at fingertip on a dashboard.
Citizens can use the app to report
any suspected encroachment of the
Government land.”  ORSAC CEO
Mallick said, “A significant feature
of BLUIS is that it enables
crowdsourcing cases of
unauthorised land use”.

As of now, 826 encroachment
cases have been detected in the city
and 484 cases resoled through ap-
plication of this technology. The app
has also facilitated early grounding
of developmental projects.  Direc-
tor of Estates Mohanty said the
Governments of Jharkhand and
Assam have sought Odisha’s support
for implementing similar systems in
Ranchi and Guwahati, respectively.
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R ailway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw laid foundation for
deve lopment  of  the  second
entry and circulating area of
the Cuttack rai lway stat ion
on Friday.

The development works for
this entry include facilities like
parking for two/three/four-
wheelers, pickup and drop point,
parking for ambulance, VIP ve-
hicles, etc., and a wider approach

road. The function was attended
by Cuttack MP Bhartruhari
Mahtab via videoconferencing

and Cuttack Sadar MLA Souvic
Biswal. Vaishnaw informed that
the Railways is committed to de-

velopment of the Cuttack sta-
tion, for which funds would
never be a constraint. He directed
officials to speed up the ongoing
construction works to complete
them at the earliest. He later in-
spected the railway station and
took stock of the developmental
works and amenities provided at
the station. East Coast and South
Eastern Railway General Man-
ager Archana Joshi highlighted
the performance of the ECoR.
Vaishnaw on the day also un-
veiled an extension of a passen-
ger MEMU (08411) train up to
Baleswar which was running be-
tween Bhadrak and Bhubaneswar.
He also laid foundation-stone for

of a rai lway station at
Gopinathpur to facilitate run-
ning of a passenger train between
Baleswar and Nilgiri. Vaishnaw
said sooner the proposal of a train
to Nilgiri came to PM Modi’s
knowledge, he asked him to act on
it without delay. Union Minister
of State for Tribal Affairs and Jal
Shakti Bisweswar Tudu, Baleswar
MP Pratap Sarangi, Sadar MLA
Swarup Das and SE Railway GM
Archana Joshi were present.

Later, Vaishnaw inaugurated
a new station building and a third
rail line between Kharagpur and
Bhadrak at the Basta station and
laid foundation for a new build-
ing at the Jaleswar station.
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Bikash Parishad
writes to Prez, PM
for intervention
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The Odisha unit of Bharatiya
Bikash Parishad led by its presi-
dent Surendra Panigrahi sub-
mitted a memorandum to the
President and the Prime Min-
ister  demanding immediate
withdrawal of restrictions im-
posed on the entry of working
journalists to the Odisha Secre-
tariat (Lokseva Bhawan) for
collection of news.

The Parishad described the
decision of the State Govern-

ment not only unfortunate, but
also sheer murder of the 4th pil-
lar of democracy by the ruling
BJD regime. It is unfortunate
that the journalists who hold
high esteem in the society are
not allowed to enter into the
Lokseva Bhawan for last about
two years in the State, on the
sheer pretext of Covid-19 pan-
demic. If the journalists do not
get access to the Secretariat and
are  prevented  f rom taking
opinions from the Ministers
and Secretaries, how the ac-
countabil ity of  the Govern-
ment will be fixed, the memo-
randum quest ioned.  The
Parishad further alleged that,
the Government does not want
to share information  with the

journalists on gross misappro-
priation of public funds such as
NDRF, SDRF, etc by some bu-
reaucrats and Ministers during
first wave of Covid-19 pan-
demic for which such restric-
tions have deliberately been
imposed. Imposing restrictions
on the entry of working jour-
nalists to any Government De-
partment or refusing access to
Government records is uncon-
stitutional and undemocratic,
the memorandum added.

On the other hand, persons
like Govinda Sahu allegedly in-
volved  in  the  murder  of
Mamita Meher are given a free
passage to the Secretariat along
with ruling BJD workers, the
Parishad alleged.
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All offline examinations and
physical classes were suspended at
the Veer Surendra Sai University of
Technology (VSSUT) after many
students were infected with Covid-
19 at the campus.

The Sambalpur district admin-
istration sent the students to their
houses as at least 22 students tested
positive for the virus in last three

days, informed Vice-Chancellor
Prof Bansidhar Majhi. All offline
examinations had been scheduled
to begin from Thursday. The in-
fected students have been put un-
der isolation at a hostel in the uni-
versity premises. The district admin-
istration has made arrangements to
keep these students under isolation
at the Angira hostel, a VSSUT offi-
cial stated. Meanwhile, the univer-
sity authorities have decided to con-
duct online classes from January 10.
Physical classes were suspended for
a period of two days at the Rajendra

University here after detection of a
Covid-19 case in a hostel.

“No physical class will be held
at the Rajendra University for two
days after a student staying in PG
hostel tested positive for Covid-19.
The infected is in home isolation.
The swab samples of other students
have been collected and sent for
Covid test,” informed Vice-Chan-
cellor Sanjay Kumar Satapathy on
Friday. During suspension of the
classes, the entire campus will be
sanitised to prevent further spread
of the virus.
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The Manipur Department of
Information Technology (DIT)
signed an agreement with the KIIT-
Technology Business Incubator
(KIIT-TBI) on January 5 to estab-
lish a Manipur Technology Inno-
vation Hub (MTI-Hub) with KIIT-
TBI on PPP model to promote en-
trepreneurship in Manipur.

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah laid foundation stone of the
MTI-Hub virtually in the presence
of Manipur Chief Minister N Biren

Singh. As per the agreement, the
Manipur Government will pro-

vide furnished 10,000-sqft built-
up space with part of operation

cost. To further strengthen the
ecosystem development, both
Manipur Government and KIIT-
TBI will reach out to Government
of India funding agencies such as
DST, MeiTY, MSME, and BIRAC-
DBT. The KIIT-TBI is one of the
most vibrant technology business
incubators in India. It is a centre of
excellence, now reaching out to the
East and Northeast regions of India
and helping various stakeholders es-
tablish sustainable incubation plat-
forms. This is an important achieve-
ment of KIIT-TBI, said KIIT & KISS
founder Dr Achyuta Samanta while
congratulating the KIIT-TBI team
for attaining the milestone.
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State Capital city Bhubaneswar reg-
istered 400 Covid-19 positive cases
on Thursday, surging its total tally to
124,854. The active cases were 1,334.
Out of the new cases, 38 were from
quarantine and 362 local contacts.
However, 93 patients recovered, in-
creasing the total recoveries to
1,22,387. So far, 1,103 persons have
succumbed to the disease in the city.
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The Special Task Force (STF) of
Crime Branch on Friday seized 140
grams of brown sugar from near the
Mata Math under the Baseli Sahi
police station in Puri. The STF team
also arrested five persons in this con-
nection and seized cash of more
than Rs 50,000, two two-wheelers
and five mobile phones from their
possession. The market value of the
seized contraband is around 14 lakh.
Earlier, the agency had received in-
puts about a large quantity of drugs
being stockpiled for trafficking, fol-
lowing which they carried out a raid
along with the Baseli Sahi police. Of
late, there have been many reports
of the pilgrim city turning into a
safe haven for the drug mafia.
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Tension ran high at the Sili-
con Institute of Technology here
on Friday when hundreds of stu-
dents gathered at the campus to
protest over offline classes and
examinations at a time when the
State is witnessing a sudden rise
in daily Covid-19 cases.

Wearing masks, the agitating
students blocked the entrance of
the college and shouted slogans
demanding conduct of online
classes and examinations. “De-
spite the State Government’s re-
strictions, the college authorities
are conducting offline classes.

We have no option but to go to
the college to attend classes and
appear in offline exams,” said a
student. The Bhubaneswar Mu-
nicipal  Corporation (BMC)
should consider the matter seri-
ously and take action accord-
ingly for the safety of students,
he added.

Notably, earlier on January 5,
the Government, while issuing
fresh Covid guidelines for this
month, directed schools and col-
leges to conduct online classes
up to Class-XII. The guidelines
that came into effect from 5 a of
January 7 will remain force till 5
am of February 1.
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Railway and Electronics and IT
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw on Fri-
day unveiled a Hospital on Wheels
in the campus of the Gopabandhu
Institute of Medical Sciences and
Research (GIMSAR) at Madhapur,
seven km from Athagarh town.

He said the mobile hospital
would move to remote villages in
and around Athagarh to provide

health services for the vulnerable
sections of the society. The vehicle
in which the mobile hospital has been
developed was donated by the
Brahmani River Pellets Limited, said
GIMSAR chairman Niranjan Rath.

Vaishnaw assured the gather-
ing that a railway underpass
would be constructed soon at the
Ghantikhal railway crossing to
avoid traffic congestion in the
Athagarh-Cuttack route.
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After a long battle of 48 days,
Brahmapur doctor Sumit’s wife
Tapaswini entered her in-laws’
house at Brahma Nagar here on
Thursday on a court’s order.

But her in-laws had argued that
the court has not permitted her to
stay in their house. Only on the in-
tervention of her advocates Deepak
Patnaik and Pradeep Behera and
High Court lawyer Manas Chand
and in the presence of Additional
SP Asim Panda, District Women
Cell Officer Sangita Patro, Tehsildar
Rabi Mohapatra that she could en-

ter the house at around 9 pm and
that too after a long bargain of al-
lotting a room for her.

The District Sessions Court in

its interim order on January 4 had
asked Sumit to pay Rs 17,000 per
month to Tapaswini and allow her
to stay in his house.
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In view of the rising number of
Covid-19 positive cases in the State
and the country and the discon-
tentment among tribals and OBCs
over the deletion of their reserva-
tion quotas in the panchayat elec-
tions, the polls to the three-tier
panchayat bodies should be post-
poned, said Balangir MLA and
Congress Legislature Party Leader
Narasingha Mishra here on Friday.
He was speaking to mediapersons

after laying foundation for beauti-
fication of the Maharani Sagar in
Balangir town. “I am going to write

a letter in this regard to the State
Election Commission soon,” said
Mishra further.
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The Cuttack Municipal Corpo-
ration (CMC) on Friday sealed the
Signal Headquarters Training School
at Tulasipur in the city after its 15
students tested Covid-19 positive.

The school is to remain closed
till January 14. The CMC Deputy
Commissioner has written a letter
to the school authorities in this re-
gard. “It came to our notice that as
many as 15 trainees out of the 56
were found Covid-19 positive, for
which contact tracing as well as
sample testing of remaining train-
ees and their family members are
quite necessary,” the letter stated.

 “I am directed to instruct you to
close your institute till January 14 till
completion of contract tracing and
sample testing,” the letter added.

������
���
�����
F��
!/������ ����� 
 
 3�*3#-.9�#4

Health & Family Welfare Min-
ister Naba Kisore Das has tested
positive for Covid-19. He informed
this on his official Twitter handle
on Friday and urging the people who
have come in physical contact with
him recently to undergo Covid test.
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Here is a good news  for nature
as well as bird lovers  as a rare mi-
gratory bird in large numbers was
seen  near Talseri  during the bird
census  which was conducted  here
along with 15 other sites.

Sources said as many as 150
common Shelducks were sighted
by the experts. According to them
the  bird of Euro- Siberian origin  is
hardly seen in Odisha and it is a
rare sighting  to spot a folk  of about
150 . “A couple of years back, only
two of the bird species were seen in
Bhitarkanika during the census and
about 50 in  Talseri in 2017. Al-
though they are known as Com-
mon Shelduck yet they  are uncom-
mon in India, particularly in
Odisha,” claimed Ashish Jena who
is a senior bureaucrat as well as  or-

nithologist who was part of a four-
member team of the  bird census.
“Bichitrapur (Talseri) under Bhograi
block close to Digha beach  of West

Bengal   is known for its serenity,
ecological richness and biodiversity.
A beautiful lazy beach alongside the
meandering Subarnarekha river is

known for its tranquility having
the second largest mangrove veg-
etation region  in its proximity. The
conducive climate as well as serene
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The annual bird count con-
ducted by the Brahmapur Forest
Division showed a net increase of
9,700 birds in comparison with the
previous year.  According to the
census figures, a total of 33,998
birds of 102 species were found this

year and the maximum number of
birds were spotted in Bahuda back-
waters (13,999) in Ganjam district.

The other places with high den-
sity of birds were found in Potagada
(Ganjam block) with 3,095,
Tampara (Chhatrapur block) 2,880,
Humma Salt Pan(Ganjam block)
2,225 and Badabandha

Kolathigaon (Rangelunda block)
with 2,230 birds. The highest bird
populations were of the species
Little Cormorant, Little Egret,
Cattle Egret, Lesser Whistling Duck,
Bar Headed Goose, Northern Pin-
tail, Gadwall, Red Crested Poachard,
Brown Headed Gull, Caspian Tern
and Black Winged Stilt.

environment attracted the bird
here,”  said Jena, adding “The Com-
mon Shelduck  (Tadorna tadorna)
is a waterfowl species of the shel-
duck genus. It is widespread and
common in the Euro-Siberian re-
gion  of the Palearctic, mainly
breeding in temperate and winter-
ing subtropical regions." The mid-
winter waterfowl survey this year
was  conducted by  a  team led by
Ashish Kumar Jena and Gahar
Abedin with  two others including
Baranyendu Mohanty and Kranti
Mahapatra. Abedin who is an aca-
demicians and naturalist said that
the Bichitrapur Mangroves is
emerging as a ‘Birding Hotspot’ for
all birders, bird watchers, ornitholo-
gists and wildlife photographers
across the country and the world.

It may be noted  the district
Wildlife department  has under-
taken the bird  census exercise in
16 sites including Chandipur ,
Kuldiha , Nisarg(a wetland inside
the campus of Integrated Test
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“Grievances from persons with
disabilities(PwDs) from Rayagada
hardly come to the Disability
Commissioner’s office. It may be
due to the ignorance of the PwDs,"
said State Commissioner for Persons
With Disabilities, Sulochana Das
during a visit to Rayagada to sensitise
the Government officials on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities
Act, 2016 (RPWD Act, 2016).

She further said, "Let’s not be
complacent that all the intended
services meant for PwDs are reach-
ing them. Nevertheless, the admin-
istrators and we all need to
empathise with the needs of the
Dibyangs, as it is difficult to come
to district and block headquarters to
place their grievances before con-
cerned authorities. A tiny push will

further encourage the Dibyangs to
excel in their fields of expertise." The
PwDs must not be misbehaved dur-
ing their visits to govt offices, which
should be PwD friendly, she told.
Through a power point presenta-
tion, district Collector Saroj Kumar
Mishra elaborated with the services
provided to the Dibyangs.  Rakesh
Himirika from Rayagada Bikalanga
Manch and Amarnath from

Rayagada Bhinnakhyama
Mahasangha expressed their anguish
over non-availability of travel con-
cession in private buses and diffi-
culty in availing DRI loans from
banks. Das instructed the lead bank
manager to look into the issue and
appealed the PwDs to repay the loans
in time. “It is high time the admin-
istration needed to establish a Dis-
trict Disability Rehabilitation

Centre(DDRC), which is a long due.
The district administration was time
and again instructed by the higher
authorities of the State for a DDRC
in the district but in vain. In the
year 2019, the Department of
SSEPD has conceptualized Inte-
grated Infrastructure Complex(IIC)
meant to accommodate 200 persons
including the senior citizens, desti-
tute and mentally ill persons. The IIC
covering 25 acres of land will have a
dairy unit, poultry unit, horticulture
farm and skill development training
centres for the target population of
the Department," Das informed.

The sensitization workshop was
attended by District Social Secu-
rity Officer Victoria Kullu, Basanta
Pradhan, PD, DRDA, Rabinarayan
Tripathy, ADM Dharmananda
Behera, Sub-Collector Pratap Pradhan
and other district level officers.
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The Jaga Mission, a unique
model for providing land rights to slum
dwellers, has started through a cam-
paign led by Brahmapur MLA Bikram
Kumar Panda here on Tuesday.

A BeMC team is visiting ward
to ward to take stock of the situa-
tion in different slums. The team
takes stock of their existing habit-
able condition and establishes per-
sonal rapport with the slum dwellers
to address their difficulties. On
Wednesday, the Jaga Mission
Abhijan was organised by former
BeMC Mayor K Madhabi  in Khallasi
Street (Ward No.16) in which
Brahmapur MLA Bikram Panda
graced the event as chief guest, while
the group organiser/coordinator
Jayashree Panigrahi coordinated the
event. The slum dwellers conveyed
their sincere gratitude to Chief

Minister Naveen Patnaik for such
pro-poor and people-friendly mis-
sion that will meet their basic need
like shelter and land rights.

Mention may be made that,
though late, the State Government
has realized the difficulties in the
implementation of the property
rights to slum dwellers in the Cor-
poration and NAC areas and ensure
their land tenure security and hous-
ing assistance under PMAY
(Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana).  The
Government had recently approved
a decision in its Cabinet to confer
land rights on the slum households
of Municipal Corporations in the
line of the land rights conferred
upon the households of the Munici-
palities and NACs by effecting nec-
essary amendments in the Odisha
Municipal Corporation Act, 2003.
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The Navanirman Krushak
Sangathan [NNKS] and a tribal
group of Kujang have fumed
against the manner in which pub-
lic hearings were held for the pro-
posed Petroleum, Chemicals and
Petrochemicals Investment Region
[PCPIR] and Essar backed
greenfield pellet plant in Paradip.

Both organisations have peti-
tioned to the Jagatsinghpur district

Collector on Wednesday, seeking
to cancel the public hearings con-
ducted by the Odisha Pollution
Control Board (OSPCB) and the
civil administration jointly which
deliberately left out the affected
villagers, farmers and local PRI
members to participate. They al-
leged that the hearings had not been
done in the affected project site vil-
lages which is mandatory accord-
ing to the laws. On the contrary,
the public hearing meetings were
conducted at Paradip, 20 km away
from the affected villages. NNKS
supporters have threatened to

launch an agitation opposing the
discrepancy adopted by the SPCB
and the Paradip civil administra-
tion ignoring the villagers. NNKS
Kujanga block coordinator Bishnu
Charan Swain said that a public
hearing is the environmental clear-
ance process in which stakeholders
can interact directly with the SPCB,
civil administration and project
sympathisers about the concerns re-
garding the upcoming project. "But
ironically the PCPIR and Essar pel-
let plant public hearings were
organised at Paradip. So we ap-
proached the Collector seeking in-

tervention and conducting both
public hearings at Kujanga again
afresh," Swain informed. Convener
of Adivasi bodies Pitambar Tarai said
that the affected villagers were de-
liberately ignored in both public
hearings. "We will take recourse in
judicial process to press our de-
mands and if needed, we would file
a complaint before the Collector,"
Tarai told.

Meanwhile, ADM Paradip
Kanhu charan Dhir informed that
legal formalities under the Environ-
mental Protection Act have not
been flouted.
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AKSHAY ROUT JAJPUR

Police on Friday arrested a 20-
year-old youth in Jajpur district
for allegedly blackmailing and
threatening a Dalit youth and his
minor girlfriend, who later
committed suicide leaving behind
a video message blaming the
accused.

Police had recovered on
Sunday the bodies of Pratap Das
(21), a Dalit, and his girlfriend
Lipika Baral (17) of Aradula
village after they were found
hanging from a banyan tree at

the village under the Mangalpur
police station. During investiga-
tion, the police came to know
that they had committed suicide
due to blackmailing by a youth of
the village, Pradeep Das, who
many times threatened the
deceased of revealing their love
affair before their family
members. The accused also
threatened to circulate intimate
pictures of the duo on messaging
platforms. Before ending their lives
both sent a video message through
WhatsApp and blamed the accused
for harassing them.

Mangalpur PS IIC Enamul
Haque informed that the accused
was produced in the District Sessions
Judge Court on Friday. The court
rejected his bail application and
remanded him in jail custody.
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Life has become miserable for the
family members of sexagenarian
Babuli Sahu of Taripatana village
under the Aul police station for more
than a month as they have been vir-
tually ostracised from the village.

According to sources, a quarrel
HAD erupted between Sahu and a
neighbour about a month back.
Some fellow villagers interfered in
the issue. Later, they organised a
Kangaroo court and imposed social
boycott on the family. "The villag-
ers have decided that if anybody is
found talking with us, he is liable to

pay fine. The village shops have been
banned for us to give us grocery and
other items. You can’t imagine how
miserably we have been living for
last one month," said Sahu. “Besides,
our road has been blocked. The vil-
lagers have set up a concrete bound-
ary wall on the road as it passes
through a temple premises. When-

ever we are required to move out-
side, we jump over the wall," Sahu
told, adding, "Earlier our predeces-
sors donated the land to the village
temple." Sahu's family members
were also denied to collect water
from village tubewells for which
they are forced to use unhygienic
water. Even their cattle are not al-
lowed to go outside for grazing,
Mamata Sahu, wife of Sahu, alleged.
“We have knocked the doors of the
local tehsildar of Aul several times
to take steps but in vain,” Sahu told.

According to tehsildar
Senapati, he is aware about the
matter. He said he had visited the
spot and discussed with the locals.
Besides, he had taken steps to pro-
vide an alternative road to the vic-
tim family, he added.
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Denying to a proposal of a youth
to settle his love affair with a neighbour
girl cost dear for a Class-X minor boy.

The victim who is studying in
a private school under the
Kendrapada Town police limits, has
not filed a complaint against the
youth out of fear of the accused.
According to sources, recently the
victim was directed by a local youth
to become a negotiator between
him and a girl, who is also a class-
mate and a good friend of the mi-
nor boy. But when the minor boy
denied, he was threatened to face
dire consequences. And, recently,
his photo was morphed with body
of a nude woman and posted in
social media by opening fake IDs.
When the victim brought the mat-
ter before the notice of his family
members, the accused youth started
threatening them too.

When contacted, Kendrapada
Town police station IIC Gouranga
Charan Prusty said the if the family
members of the victim minor boy
lodge a complaint, then the police
would take action and nab the accused.
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A camp on small savings was
organised at Panchayat Samiti office,
Lakhanpur on Thursday being chaired
by BDO Sanjib Patel. Guests at the
meeting stressed the need of impor-
tance of small savings and urged the
participants to have secure banking in
Government-owned post offices or
nationalised banks and contribute to
development of the country. Among
others, ABDO Gopal Krushna
Mishra, banker Sanjay Lakra, SBI
branch manager Tanmaya Mishra,
Postal Overseer Harish Chandra
Satpathy, Block Social Security Of-
ficer Rajendra Kisan, District Small
savings Officer Ranjita Panda and
Anganwadi Supervisor Santosini
Mohapatra spoke at the awareness camp.
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The Special Task Force (STF) of
Crime Branch on Friday busted a
wildlife smuggling racket by arrest-
ing a person in Deogarh district. The
smuggler was identified as Madan
Kumar Jayapura. Acting on inputs, a
STF team conducted a raid in Telibani
village under Deopgarh police station
in the district and Jayapura. During
search, a leopard skin, an elephant
tusk and pangolin scales (1.77 kg,)
and other incriminating articles were
recovered from his possession, The
accused person could not produce any
authority in support of the posses-
sion of the wildlife trophies, for which
he was arrested and was handed over
to Deogarh forest officials for legal
action at their end. The seized ma-
terials would be sent to the Wildlife
Institute of India, Dehradun for
chemical examination. Further In-
vestigation of the matter was un-
derway”, said the STF.
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Amid a growing spread of the
Omicron variant, an emergency
meeting of the Covid-19 Proto-
col Management and Vigilance
Committee of the Central Uni-
versity of Odisha, Koraput, was
held January 5.

VC Prof SK Palita presided.
As per the decisions taken in the
meeting, all academic blocks, li-
braries, guest house, hostels, and
offices will be sanitised at the ear-
liest. All the emergency items like
thermal scanners, hand sanitizer
liquid, hand wash liquid, masks,
hot water machines, and emer-
gency medicines will be procured
on an emergency basis and will
be put to use. In view of the alarm-
ing situation, during the vacation
from January 12 onwards all
boarders of the hostels have been
informed to vacate the rooms.
Further, return of the students to

the campus will be informed in
due course of time taking stock
of the situation. Covid-19 appro-
priate behaviour in the campus
must be followed strictly. All
HoD(s) and Section Head(s) will
see that Covid-19 appropriate
behaviour is maintained in their
respective departments/sections.
All students, faculty members,
non-teaching staff must be vac-
cinated and submit their vaccina-
tion certificates to their respec-
tive HoD(s)/Section Head(s). All
HoD(s) and Section Head(s) are
to submit these certificates to
Nodal Officer. Enough awareness

will be created to follow the
Covid-19 appropriate behaviours
in the campus. In this regard ban-
ners will be displayed at promi-
nent places in the campus. E-Post-
ers will be displayed in the website
and sent to all members of the
CUO family to create awareness
including social media platforms.

Steps for Quarantine Cen-
tres in the campus will be es-
tablished in consultation with
the district administration in
d u e  c o u r s e  o f  t i m e .  F o r
Covid19 Management in the
campus periodic review will be
conducted.
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The GST enforcement wing of
Cuttack led by Assistant Commis-
sioner Samir Majhi conducted
simultaneous raids on different
business establishments in
Nabarangpur district on Thursday.

Acting on inputs on evasion
of GST, the officials conducted
the raids at  Nabarangpur,
Umarkote and Raighar. They
seized various documents of the
firms. The proprietors of some
firms were served summons to
appear before the CT and GST
enforcement unit. Physical
stocktaking was going on at the
business establishments and at
their secret godowns till the last

reports came in. Initial reports
said most of the traders were
found to have been paying
insignificant amount of tax in
cash. A senior GST official said
that based on extensive data
analysis and intelligence collected
from various sources, simulta-
neous raids were conducted on
several wholesalers involved in
purchasing and selling of goods
out of account without tax
invoices.

“During inspection, huge
quantities of high-value goods are
found to have been stockpiled for
clandestine trade. The stocktak-
ing process is expected to
continue due to large volumes of
materials and goods,” he added..



������������"��������� "�������� ��� !  �
������

�	
�� -.�
/.0�1

Not allowing the political
row over Prime Minister

Narendra Modi’s “security
lapse” during his Punjab visit to
die-down, the BJP which held
a protest in Parliament on
Friday has decided to contin-
ue it across the different States
in coming days.

The decision was taken at

the level of the Central leader-
ship where 13 points were
decided to target the Congress
and “bring out its collusion
with the anti-India forces,”
according to BJP leaders.

Further, the BJP leaders are
to go to Raj Bhavans across the
country and submit protest
memorandum on the “corrupt
mindset” of the Congress.

They will also “expose” the

Congress hand behind the
alleged security lapse. The
party will target Congress lead-
ership and its alleged design to
prevent Prime Minister from
going to Ferozepur.

Several top BJP leaders,
including Madhya Pradesh
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chauhan, are already chanting
religious ‘mantras’ to secure the
Prime Minister. 
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Honouring its commitment
to provide humanitarian

aid, India on Friday delivered
two tonnes of life-saving med-
icines to Afghanistan as part of
humanitarian to the war-torn
country. The supplies were
handed over to the Indira
Gandhi Hospital in Kabul.

Giving details here, the
Ministry of External Affairs
said, “As part of our ongoing
humanitarian assistance to the
Afghan people, India supplied
the third batch of medical assis-
tance consisting of two tonnes
of essential life-saving medi-
cines to Afghanistan today.” 

It said India stands com-
mitted to continuing its special
relationship with the people of
Afghanistan and providing
them humanitarian assistance.

“In this endeavour, we had

recently supplied 5,00,000 doses
of Covid vaccine and 1.6 tonnes
of medical assistance to
Afghanistan through World
Health Organization (WHO),”
the Ministry said in a statement,
adding, “In coming weeks, we
would be supplying more batch-
es of humanitarian assistance

consisting of medicines and
foodgrains to Afghanistan.”

On January 1, India had
supplied 5 lakh doses of the
Covaxin vaccine to
Afghanistan and announced
that an equal number of jabs
will be sent in the coming
weeks. In December, India sent

1.6 metric tonnes of life-saving
medicines to that country.

India on Thursday said it
was in touch with Pakistani
authorities to finalise the
modalities for transportation
land route of 50,000 tonnes of
wheat to Afghanistan 
through Pakistan.
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India remains committed to
strive for global nuclear dis-

armament and on Friday wel-
comed a joint statement by five
nuclear weapon states earlier
this week on preventing a
nuclear war.

Making this assertion, the
Ministry of External Affairs
said here India will continue to
contribute further to the glob-
al nuclear disarmament and
non-proliferation agenda.

India remains committed
to the goal of universal, non-
discriminatory and verifiable
nuclear disarmament. India’s
annual resolution at the United
Nations General Assembly on
‘Reducing Nuclear Danger’
calls for steps to reduce the risk
of unintentional or accidental
use of nuclear weapons, it said.

“We welcome Joint
Statement (on Preventing
Nuclear War and Avoiding

Arms Races), which reaffirms
the importance of addressing
nuclear threats and under-
scores desire to work towards
creating a security environment
more conducive,” ministry
spokesperspon Arindam
Bagchi said.

This reiteration came after
leaders of China, France,
Russia, UK and the US for the
first time on Monday issued a
joint statement on preventing
nuclear war and avoiding an
arms race while not aiming
nuclear devices at each other or
at any other state. Bagchi said,
“As a responsible nuclear
weapon state, India has a doc-
trine of maintaining a credible
minimum deterrence based on
a No First Use posture and
non-use of nuclear weapons
against non-nuclear-weapon
states. India remains commit-
ted to the goal of universal,
non-discriminatory, and veri-
fiable nuclear disarmament.”
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The Government’s expectation of a good rabi
crop season has received a setback with a lower

acreage in wheat, rice and pulses in the ongoing
winter season. The data from the Ministry of
Agriculture showed that sowing area of wheat was
down by 5.84 lakh hectare; pulses by 1.52 lakh
hectare and rice by 2.25 lakh hectare so far in the
ongoing 2021-22 rabi season.

The data showed that wheat has been
sown was down by 1.71 per cent at 333.97 lakh
hectares as compared to sown in 339.81 lakh
hectare last year, a decline of 1.71 per cent so
far as there was less coverage in Uttar Pradesh,
Haryana and Madhya Pradesh.

As per the data, area sown to wheat was less
by 3.11 lakh hectares in Uttar Pradesh, 1.35 lakh
hectares in Haryana, 1.20 lakh hectares in
Maharashtra and 1.14 lakh hectares in Madhya
Pradesh. Coverage of wheat was lower in

Gujarat, Karnataka, West Bengal, Punjab,
Jammu & Kashmir, Jharkhand and Uttarakhand
as well in the said period.

However, higher area under wheat was
reported from Rajasthan (1.96 lakh hectares),
Bihar (0.68 lakh hectares), Chhattisgarh (0.09
lakh hectares and Assam (0.01 lakh hectares) in
the same period, the data showed.  

Officials said delayed monsoon withdraw-
al and shifting of crops by farmers may be the
reason behind less sowing area of wheat and
other rabi crops.

Sowing of rabi (winter) crops like wheat
begins in October and harvesting from April
onwards.  Much of the wheat sowing has been
completed so far.

In case of pulses, coverage remained flat at
156.23 lakh hectares so far this rabi season as
against 157.75 lakh hectares in the year-ago peri-
od. Out of which gram coverage along stood at
109.44 lakh hectares in the said period. 
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As stand-offs persist at some
friction points at the Line

of Actual Control (LAC) in
Eastern Ladakh, India and
China will hold the 14th round
of military level talks on
January 12 to speed up the
process of disengagement 
of troops.

The talks come in the back-
drop of both the countries reit-
erating time and again that
dialogue at the military and
diplomatic levels is only way out
to reduce tension at the LAC
persisting for nearly two 
years now. The last round of
talks between the Corps
Commanders of the two armies
was held on October 10 last
year. The Indian delegation will
be led by the newly appointed
14th Corps commander Lt
General Anindiya Sen.

The latest round of talks
come at a time when more than
50,000 troops each from both
the sides are facing each other
at the LAC in Eastern Ladakh
leading to tension. 

While the troops from
both the sides returned to their
bases after nearly one half
years in February last year
from the Pangong Tso (lake),
face-offs are still on at more
than three places including
the Hot Springs.

India has all along main-
tained that complete with-
drawal from all the friction
points and status quo ante
restored as it existed before
May 2020 is a prerequisite
before ties are normalised
between the two countries. 

China, however, has dilly
dallied so far on some 
pretext or the other thereby
prolonging tension at 
the LAC. 

The Indian Government
after the 13th round of military
level talks had said during the
meeting the discussions
between the two sides focused
on resolution of the remaining
issues along the LAC in Eastern
Ladakh. 

The Indian side pointed
out that the situation along the
LAC had been caused by uni-
lateral attempts of Chinese 
side to alter the status quo and
in violation of the bilateral
agreements.

It was, therefore, necessary
that the Chinese side take
appropriate steps in the
remaining areas so as to restore
peace and tranquility along
the LAC in the Western Sector. 

This would also be in
accord with the guidance pro-
vided by the two Foreign
Ministers in their recent meet-
ing in Dushanbe where they
had agreed that the two sides

should resolve the remaining
issues at the earliest.

The Indian side empha-
sised such resolution of the
remaining areas would facilitate
progress in the bilateral rela-
tions. During the meeting, the
Indian side therefore made
constructive suggestions for
resolving the remaining areas
but the Chinese side was not
agreeable and also could not
provide any forward-looking
proposals. The meeting thus
did not result in resolution of
the remaining areas. 

The two sides have agreed
to maintain communications
and also to maintain stability
on the ground. It is our expec-
tation that the Chinese side will
take into account the overall
perspective of bilateral relations
and will work towards early res-
olution of the remaining issues
while fully abiding by bilater-
al agreements and protocols.

However, China then said
“Instead of misjudging the sit-
uation, the Indian side should
cherish the hard-won situation
in China-India border areas.”
These remarks were made by
Senior Colonel Long Shaohua,
spokesperson for the Western
Theater Command of the
People’s Liberation Army
(PLA).

The spokesperson made
the remarks in a statement
talking about the 13th round of
China-India Corps
Commander Level Meeting.
According to him, the meeting
was held on October 10 at the
Moldo-Chushul border meet-
ing point on the Chinese side.

The spokesperson said
during the meeting, the
Chinese side made great efforts
to promote the easing and
cooling of the border situation
and fully demonstrated China’s
sincerity of maintaining over-
all interests of bilateral military
relations.

However, the Indian side
still persisted in its unreason-
able and unrealistic demands,
which added difficulties to the
negotiations. 

The spokesperson pointed
out that China is firm in its
resolve to safeguard national
sovereignty.

He hoped that the Indian
side should avoid misjudging
the situation and cherish the
hard-won situation in the
China-India border areas. 

The Indian side should
abide by the relevant agree-
ments and consensus reached
between the two countries and
two militaries, show sincerity
and take concrete actions to
jointly safeguard peace 
and stability in the border
areas with China, the
spokesperson added.
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As the Covid cases fueled by
Omicron surge across the

country, the Centre on Friday
underlined the challenge posed
by the rising infections and
emphasised that it is the pri-
mary responsibility of the States
to ensure that all the oxygen
equipment at all the health
facilities are tested and kept in
a functional state to meet any
emergent situation.

Union Health Secretary
Rajesh Bhushan chaired a high-
level meeting with representa-
tives from the states and Union
territories through a videocon-
ference on Friday to review the
preparedness status of the entire
spectrum of oxygen equipment,
including ventilators, PSA and
oxygen plants, oxygen concen-

trators and oxygen cylinders, for
a timely and effective manage-
ment of the Covid-19 pandem-
ic, according to a statement
issued by the health ministry.

The States were urged to
ensure full and optimal utili-
sation of the ECRP-II funds
through daily reviews and to
upload the expenditure on the
dedicated NHM-PMS portal so
that they are eligible to receive
further funds to strengthen
the healthcare facilities up to
the sub-district level.

Under ECRP-II, funds are
also made available for
installing liquid medical oxy-
gen (LMO) tanks and medical
gas pipeline systems (MGPS).
The states are required to make
these facilities operational and
secure an approval from the
Petroleum and Explosives

Safety Organisation (PESO) in
respect of the LMO tanks, the
statement said.

Bhushan urged the States to
commission the PSA plants
being set up from the states’
funds and CSR funds on a war-
footing. The States were also
requested to ensure that a mock
drill of the PSA plants is carried
out to ensure that the oxygen
flow at the patients’ bedside
adheres to adequate purity and
the recommended outlet pres-
sure with no leakages.

In addition, the f low
meters must remain in a func-
tional state, they were told. The
states were also exhorted to
monitor the installation of PSA
plants at private as well as
medical college hospitals.

The Union health secretary
emphasised that the states need
to ensure that the delivered
ventilators are quickly installed
and commissioned at the des-
ignated field health facilities,
the statement said.

They were urged to address
the large gaps that continue to
exist between the numbers of
delivered and installed ventila-
tors, provide the consignee
details of hospitals for the
requirement of additional ven-
tilators and expedite the issuance

of final acceptance certificates
for the installed ventilators.

The States were further
reminded to expedite the
process of finalising the main-
tenance contracts with the
manufacturers. They were also
advised to lodge any com-
plaint related to ventilators in
the online complaint manage-
ment system, which was
launched on August 30 last
year, the statement said.

It was pointed out that the
Union health ministry has
started the National Oxygen
Stewardship programme from
December 22. The states need
to ensure that the technical
training of the operators is
completed. More than 1,600
candidates joined the training
programme covering 738 dis-
tricts. An online PSA training
programme is also being car-
ried out by the Directorate
General of Training through 24
regional centres across the
country, said the statement.

The States were also urged
to ensure an adequate buffer
stock of drugs and update the
buffer stock details of govern-
ment hospitals and medical col-
leges on the Drugs and Vaccine
Distribution Management
System (DVDMS) portal.
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Much to the relief of the
world battering Omicron

and Delta variant of the Covid-
19, the World Health
Organization (WHO) has said
the new Covid-19 variant called
B.1.640, which was detected by
French researchers and is prob-
ably of Cameroonian origin, is
not “circulating widely at the
moment” and has so far been
identified in less than 1 per cent
of the samples sequenced 
in France.

The strain is also known as
the IHU variant because it was
first identified by academics at
the IHU Mediterranee
Infection institute in Marseille,
France, as per a news agency.

At a Press briefing on
Thursday, Maria van Kerkhove,
technical lead for the WHO`s
Health Emergencies Program,

said that the variant was first
detected in September 2021 in
a number of countries.

Following internal 
discussions, the WHO classi-
fied it as a “variant 
under monitoring” (VUM) in
November 2021. According to
the WHO`s definition, a VUM
is a SARS-CoV-2 variant with
genetic changes that are sus-
pected to affect virus charac-
teristics, which may pose a
future risk, but evidence of phe-
notypic or epidemiological
impact is currently unclear,
thus requiring enhanced mon-
itoring and repeat assessment
pending new evidence.

Van Kerkhove explained
that since the B.1.640 variant
has many mutations, the WHO
classified it as a VUM is to raise
the public awareness.

She reiterated that current
Covid-19 vaccines do work

against all variants that are cir-
culating and are highly effective
against preventing severe dis-
eases and death.

“I think that`s really
important for the public to
know ... when it is your turn,
get vaccinated because it`s
really critical,” she said, as per

the reports.
Katherine O`Brien, director

of the WHO`s Immunization,
Vaccines and Biologicals
Department, said B.1.640 is not
a variant that is increasing in
prevalence but is a small frac-
tion of the strains that 
are circulating.
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In view of the Covid-19 pandemic caus-
ing widespread scare with its new

Omicron variant, the University Grants
Commission, (UGC) has issued a circu-
lar requesting all educational institutions
to accept marksheets, degrees and other
documents available in the DigiLocker
account as valid documents or certificates. 

“All academic institutions are request-
ed to accept Degree, mark-sheets and
other documents available in issued doc-
uments in DigiLocker account as valid
documents to enhance the reach of the

National Academic Depository pro-
gramme,” read a letter from UGC secre-
tary Rajnish Jain.

“As you are aware, NAD is an online
storehouse of academic awards (degrees,
mark-sheets, etc.) lodged by academic
institutions in a digital format. It facilitates
students to get authentic documents/cer-
tificates in digital format directly from
their original issuers anytime, anywhere
without any physical interference,” the offi-
cial letter marked to all institutions across
the country.

The Ministry of Education (MoE), has
designated the UGC as an authorised body

to implement NAD as a permanent scheme
without levy of any user charges in co-oper-
ation with the DigiLocker as a single NAD
depository.  Explaining further in the let-
ter, the UGC Secretary Rajneesh Jain con-
veyed to the academic institutions that they
can register themselves on NAD and fur-
ther upload academic awards of their
institutions on NAD via the NAD portal.

The UGC further stated, “NAD plat-
form by the original issuer. These elec-
tronic records available on the DigiLocker
platform are valid documents as per the
provisions of the Information Technology
Act, 2000.”
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After cancelling its public
rallies on grounds, the

Congress is all set to launch its
digital rallies or virtual elec-
tion campaign in Uttar
Pradesh on Saturday followed
by Uttarakhand and Goa dur-
ing the next couple of days. 

AICC sources said a
Facebook Live session will be
held where the Congress gen-
eral secretary in-charge for UP,
Priyanka Gandhi, will interact
with people on the online
platform named — “Priyanka
Ke Saath Live” in a 30-minute
session. This will be followed
by a virtual town hall.

“In this live session, peo-
ple can ask Priyankaji ques-
tions directly on Facebook
Live. It is for the first time in
an Assembly election that a
full virtual campaign will be
launched. We are going to
organise a series of virtual
interactions of party leaders in
Uttar Pradesh from tomor-
row,” said a Uttar Pradesh
Congress source.

Due to a massive surge in
Covid cases, Priyanka Gandhi,
after discussion with leaders
from the Uttar Pradesh
Congress, had put a hold on
physical mega-rallies, Town
Halls, Samvads, marathons
in the poll-bound State.

������������
���������������	�����+�

�

	�����
��	������������	����!���/�
�	����������,�+'�����	���������������

'������$�����������
�<���
�	������#����
�
������;�����(����5

'�����
�#�������##�����
�����
������
���"���	���

����
#�#����������/���

����������������� !�����!"
��"�#�����$�%���&����� !��"

!"<������������%����9,!
%����������!��������

����������3������
�������
�	�����	
����
�"��������

��� �
��
� ��	�!!�" ��
	����#��$������"	�
�
%"�
����&���'�&�&"

�"���"��(��($&
���
��
� 
�%�)� ��$�&"!

&#!
��
%�
��
����
�	"*



�
�����+������������"��������� "�������� ��� !  

Chennai: DMK president and Chief Minister M K Stalin on Friday
welcomed the Supreme Court order upholding the validity of 27
per cent OBC quota in admissions to medical courses.

Lauding the order, Stalin said due to the continuous strug-
gle of his party over the past several years in both the political
and judicial fronts, reservation for OBCs would be implement-
ed for the first time and from this year in admissions to All India
Quota seats."This is a very important victory for the DMK, wed-
ded to social justice and for the Tamil Nadu people. This is a key
milestone in the history of social justice," Stalin said in a statement. 

Considering the welfare of people belonging to the backward
classes across the nation, the DMK impleaded in the matter in
Supreme Court and argued and won, Stalin said and expressed
joy over his party's initiatives in this respect. 

The party fought and won legal battles in the Madras High
Court and the Supreme Court as well, he said. 

The contributions of both Tamil Nadu, a pioneering state
committed to social justice and that of the DMK would find a
place in history for sure, the Dravidian party chief said. 

Through legal initiatives, the DMK would also emerge victo-
rious in its fight against the 10 per cent quota for Economically
Weaker Sections. The EWS quota is against the Constitution, he said.
"Social justice is a long journey. A continuous run." 

The Supreme Court on Friday, in an interim order, allowed
resumption of medical counselling for NEET-PG admissions for
the year 2021-22 and upheld the validity of 27 per cent OBC
quota.A bench of Justices DY Chandrachud and AS Bopanna said:
"Counselling on the basis of NEET-PG 2021 and NEET-UG 2021
shall be conducted by giving effect to the reservation as provided
in the notice dated July 29, 2021 including the 27 per cent reser-
vation for the OBC category and 10 per cent reservation for EWS
category in the All India Quota seats". PTI
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In a show of aggression Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata

Banerjee on Friday not only
reminded Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in a virtual
event — where the duo had
joined to inaugurate a second
campus of a cancer hospital in
Kolkata — that she had already
inaugurated the Hospital which
was partly funded by the State
Government but also used the
public forum to lodge a verbal
complaint against Governor
JagdeepDhankhar for his ‘undu-
ly interfering’ with the affairs of
governance.

Banerjee had been invited
in the virtual programme where
the Prime Minister was to inau-
gurate the second campus of the
Chittaranjan Cancer Hospital.
Informing the Prime Minister
that the State Government too
had contributed funds and pro-
vided the land for the Hospital
Banerjee said, “The Prime
Minister will be happy to know

that we are also contributing 25
per cent of the cost from the
State’s fund,” adding, “I want to
tell him for his knowledge that
we have already inaugurated
this (second campus of CNCI).
How did we do that?When
there was Covid and we need-
ed a Covid care center, and I saw
the Chittaranjan hospital was
attached with the State
Government, and weconverted
it to a Covid-care center and it
helped us a lot.”

Saying that she participat-
ed in the programme because
she was twice invited to do so
and because “the Prime
Minister himself took interest in
this program,” Banerjee referred
to the alleged non-cooperation
on the part of the State
Governor. Referring to the new
appointments of the doctors
during corona times, Banerjee
said, “the Governor is raising
various questions … asking for
reports on doctors’ questions …
he doesn’t even know that we
are doing it at the instance of the

Centre … We always follow the
Centre’s guidelines in 99 percent
of cases … there may be polit-
ical differences but in the case
of running administration we
always follow the Prime
Minister’s directive … the
Governor does not even know
that, and asks various questions
as ‘to why did you do this …
show this … show that.”

Soon BJP resorted to a
counterattack with its leader
Amit Malavyasaying “Mamata
Banerjee is incorrigible…
Notwithstanding the fact that-
she is on path of constant,
needless confrontation, she
must realize that inaugurating a
building as Covid facility is not
the same as inaugurating a
Cancer facility in a hospital.
Imagine what Bengal has to suf-
fer!”

State BJP president Sikanto
Majumdar too attacked the
Chief Minister for “refusing
understand the importance of
situations. He said “the Chief
Minister today created a histo-
ry in the field of political deco-
rum … never in the history
Independent India any Chief
Ministerhas in a public forum
complained against a Governor
who is the guardian of the
Constitution like this … it is for
the people to understand how
constitutional propriety is main-
tained in Bengal.”
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With corona infections wit-
nessing a sharp rise infect-

ing a number of senior judicial
officers the Calcutta High Court
on Friday gave a conditional
permission to organize the
Ganga Sagar Mela directing the
State Government to strictly fol-
low the guidelines putting the
Government under the tight
scanner of a three-member com-
mittee constituting Bengal

Opposition Leader, representa-
tive of the HumanRights
Commission and the State Chief
Secretary.

The Committee thus con-
stituted will inspect the prepa-
rations and measures taken by
the Government, petitioners'
advocates said.

Besides, the State Home
Secretary was also directed to
run advertisements in various
media asking people to refrain
from coming to the grand Fare

at the confluence of Ganges and
sea. Meanwhile, even as the
State Government further tight-
ened the pandemic rules sus-
pending all surgical operations -
-- save most urgent ones ---in
Government hospitals in Kolkata
a number of civic boards includ-
ing the Dum Dum Municipality
ordered closure of the markets
and malls for four days in a week.

The markets would remain
open on --- Tuesday, Thursday
and Saturdayonly, sources said.
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The security forces seem to be
upping the ante against the

terrorist commanders in the
Kashmir valley. After eliminat-
ing 44 top commanders in
2021, there has been no let up
since the beginning of year
2022.  So far 11 terrorists includ-
ing 6 foreigners hailing from
Pakistan have been gunned
down in six different encounters
across Kashmir valley.

Three terrorists were
gunned down on Friday in
Chadoora area of Budgam,
police spokesman said in a
written statement.

In all these anti terrorist

operations no major collateral
damage was suffered by the
security forces.

The operations were
launched in the specific loca-
tions after receiving pin point-
ed human intelligence. Ever
since local policemen were tar-
geted by the 'hybrid' terrorists
the flow of information has led
to sustained operations.

The security forces have
also recovered large quantities
of arms and ammunition
including AK rifles and US
made M4 carbines.

Among the prize catch, the
security forces eliminated  down
top LeT commander Mohd
Saleem Parray along with his

foreign aide Hafiz alias Hamza.
Parray was a dreaded terrorist
involved in incidents of throat
slitting of civilians in 2016. The
security forces had received a tip
off while Parray was roaming
around in Shalimar garden of
Srinagar.

Three terrorists of Jaish-e-
Mohammad (JeM) including a
local were killed in an
encounter in Chandgam area of
South Kashmir’s Pulwama dis-
trict  on January 5.

Sharing details of the anti
terrorist operation conducted
in Chadoora  area of Budgam
on Friday the police spokesman
said one of the killed terrorist
has been identified as Waseem

Mir son of Ghulam Qadir Mir
resident of Nowgam Srinagar .
Waseem was active since
December 2020.

During the operations the
security forces had to evacuate
the civilians trapped around the
encounter site. In order to
avoid any collateral damage due
to darkness, the operation was
suspended during night hours
and in the wee hours the oper-
ation resumed, resulting in the
elimination of three terrorists
linked with proscribed terror
outfit JeM. During encounter
one Army Officer received
minor splinter injury, the police
spokesman added.

As per police records, the

killed terrorist Waseem was a
categorized terrorist and part of
group involved in several ter-
ror crime cases including
attacks on security forces and
civilian atrocities. Several ter-
ror crime cases were registered
against him. Terrorist Waseem
was involved in killing of
Inspector Parvaiz Ahmad on
22-06-2021. He was also
involved in grenade attack on
CRPF Bunker near Aali Masjid
Chowk at Eidgah Srinagar in
which 01 civilian and 01 police
personnel were injured. Besides
other terror crimes, he was also
involved in brainwashing and
motivating the youth of Central
Kashmir to join terror outfits.
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KOCHI: Veteran doctors in
Kerala warn that the State is in
for another crisis induced by
Covid-19 as  the number of per-
sons diagnosed with the pan-
demic shot up to 5,296 in the last
24 hours that ended on Friday
evening. Though the State
administration is leaving no
stones unturned to portray an all
is well sign in Kerala, doctors in
Government and private sectors
are forecasting another spell of
death. 

Meanwhile, it was
announced officially that Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan who is
ailing for some time is leaving for
United States for treatment. He
will be away for a week for med-
ical tests and this is being seen
as a follow up of the three-weeks
long treatment he underwent in
that country in 2018 September.

The State administration,
according to health minister
Veena George tested 64,577
samples on Friday, out of which
5,296 new cases were diagnosed
with Covid-19. 

“Hospital across the State are
getting filled up again and ambu-
lances blaring their sirens are
speeding all over. What does this
indicate?” asked a senior func-
tionary of the Kerala
Government Medical Officers

Association who did not want his
name to be quoted.

Minister Veena George in
her daily media release said that
till Friday evening, 49,305 per-
sons have succumbed to the
pandemic across the State. Even
as the State is reeling under the
onslaught of the pandemic, there
has been no let up in the month
long agitation launched by the
Kerala Government Medical
Officers Association. 

A statement by Dr G S
Vijayaprishnan (president) and
Dr T N Suresh (general secre-
tary) on Friday said that all gov-
ernment doctors would avail a
day’s casual leave on January 18
to make the State administration
understand the seriousness of the
situation. The doctors are agi-
tating demanding the appoint-
ment of 1,000  government doc-
tors at least on temporary basis
to handle the present crisis.

The decision of the Kerala
Government to scrap the special
allowances of doctors and refusal
to appoint temporary hands to
tide over the pandemic has
caused wide spread resentment
among medical fraternity, said
Dr Rajiv Pillai, a doctor with
more than two decades experi-
ence in treating contagious dis-
eases. “The situation in Kerala is

grave as we are experiencing a
multi-headed attack in the form
of Covid-19 and Omicron,” said
Dr Pillai.

Though neighbouring Tamil
Nadu has decided to shut down
all educational institutions in the
face of increasing number of
covid-19 cases ( 6,983 cases till
Thursday), it has not lowered its
guard in the number of samples
being tested, On Thursday, the
State tested 1.28 lakh persons
using RT-PCR method.
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Amajor political slugfest
broke out in Maharashtra

on Friday over the security
breach involving Prime
Minister Narendra Modi dur-
ing visit to Punjab, as
Maharashtra Congress chief
Nana Patole asked the BJP
workers to stage a protest out-
side Amit Shah’s residence in
New Delhi and the Opposition
BJP retaliated by demanding
that an offence be registered
against Patole for turning nee-
dle of suspicion towards the
Union Home Minister and try-
ing to influence the ongoing
probe into the security breach. 

Away from the national
capital, a fierce war of words
erupted between the ruling
Congress and the Opposition,
as Patole – two days after he
created a sensation by charging
that Modi was reaping what he
sowed when his government
“inflicted” a lot of atrocities on
the farmers last year –upped
the ante by charging that the
BJP had “pre-planned” the
incident of security breach to
“improve” Modi’s image which
got tarnished during the farm-
ers’ protests last year.

Talking to media persons
at the state party headquarters
“Tilak Bhavan” here, Patole
said:   “The security lapse
involving Modi was a pre-
planned move. Why did the
Prime Minister change his
journey plan suddenly? What
was the motive behind it?  The
Prime Minister’s “I made it
back safely” statement, a series

of statements made by the BJP
leaders subsequently and the
PM’s meeting with the
President, all these make it very
clear that the BJP had pre-
planned the whole thing to
improve Modi’s image that got
tarnished during the farmers’
protests. But, the BJP has back-
fired on itself ”.

Shortly after Patole spoke
to the media, State BJP presi-
dent Chandrakant Patil
charged that at a time when the
security breach involving the
Prime Minister was being
investigated, Patole had – by
way of expressing his suspicion
about the Union Home
Minister’s role in the incident
–had tried to interfere and
influence the ongoing probe.
“Keeping Patole’s unwarranted
act in mind, we demand that an
offence be registered against
him. I have asked the BJP
workers to register complaints
against Patole for misleading
the people on the issue of
national security,” Patil said.

Earlier, Patole said that the
Prime Minister belonged to the
country and his security was of
utmost importance. “There
should be no compromise on
his safety. Punjab Chief Minister
Channi has spoken in detail on
the incident but the BJP is
deliberately trying to defame the
Congress by giving it political
colour. The BJP has also made
this incident into an event”.

Exhorting the BJP workers
to stage a protest in front of the
Union Home Minister’s resi-
dence and demand his expla-
nation over the incident, Patole

said: “The security of the Prime
Minister is with the SPG and
many important central agen-
cies are involved in it and the
BJP workers should protest
outside union home minister
Amit Shah's house and seek his
reply in the incident. Yesterday,
even we had demanded that
Amit Shah should make a
statement in this regard, but
Shah and the Home Ministry
are still silent on the issue”.

“The people who went
near Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's convoy were Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) activists,
videos of which have been
shown by the media.
Announcements of Narendra
Modi Zindabad can be clearly
heard in the videos. The state-
ment made by a Union
Minister that a stone was
thrown at the Prime Minister's
convoy is ridiculous,” the State
Congress chief said.

In his interaction with the
media, State BJP president Patil
alleged that the security breach
was of serious nature since it
happened near the border of
Pakistan. “From the looks of it,
there appears to be a plot to
assassinate the Prime Minister.
Given the national security, the
incident is being investigated at
the top-most level. That being
the case, Patole is trying to mis-
lead the people. The fact that he
has alleged the Union Home
Minister has a hand in the
security breach incident. This
kind of an allegation seeks to
influence and derail the ongo-
ing probe”.

“I condemn the efforts by

Patole to influence and derail
the ongoing probe into the
Prime Minister’s security
breach. I demand that action be
taken against Patole. The police
should also probe if Patole has
any information about the
assassination attempt on the
Prime Minister,” the state BJP
president added.

Patole, it may be recalled,
had on Wednesday slammed
the BJP for giving a “political
twist” to the incidents of farm-
ers blocking Narendra Modi's
convoy during his visit to
Punjab and said that the Prime
Minister was reaping what he
sowed last year when his gov-
ernment “inflicted” a lot of
atrocities on the farmers by
among other things “laying
nails on their route and beat-
ing them mercilessly”.

In a statement issued here
over the BJP’s reaction over
what he called the BJP’s
attempts to politicise the issue
of farmers blocking the Prime
Minister’s convoy to “misguide”
the people on the issue of
security in an effort to “gain
sympathy” ahead of the Punjab
Assembly polls, Patole had
said: “The atrocities have not
been forgotten by the farmers
in Punjab and across the coun-
try. Modiji, you are reaping
what you have sown”.

“The Prime Minister has
SPG security. There is no ques-
tion of compromising his secu-
rity. He was scheduled to reach
the rally spot by helicopter, but
suddenly he changed his route
and took the road to reach the
location,” Patole had said.
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Acontribution report sub-
mitted by the Shiv Sena to

the Election Commission
showed that it has witnessed a
significant dip in its non-cor-
porate donations which
amounted to just about
�68,93,974 in 2020-21. 

The report makes no men-
tion of corporate donations.
Shiv Sena Secretary and Rajya
Sabha member Anil Desai sub-
mitted the contribution report
to the poll panel last month. 

The report has a list of 49
donors who made donations to
the party in excess of �20,000.  

For the financial year 2019-
20, the Shiv Sena had declared
�44,24,35,996 as contributions
from corporate donors and
�18,61,56,433 from "other than
corporate" contributions. The

total contributions declared
amounted to �62,85,92,429
(�62.85 crore)In 2018-19, the
Sena had received �
98,08,13,601 from corporate
donors and electoral bonds
and �32,55,16,204 from "other
than corporate donors". The
total contributions amounted
to �130,63,29,805 (�Rs 130.63
crore).In 2018-19, the Shiv
Sena was a junior partner in the
BJP-led Maharashtra
Government.After the
Assembly polls in October
2019, Sena supremo Uddhav
Thackeray became the chief
minister with support from
the Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) and the Congress after
his party walked out of its
alliance with the BJP, which
had emerged as the single-
largest party in the Assembly.
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� Muzaffarnagar: The police in

Uttar Pradesh's Muzaffarnagar
have lodged an FIR against
famous hairstylist Jawed Habib
for spitting on a woman's hair
while styling it, officials said on
Friday. A purported video of the
incident, which took place dur-
ing a hair-styling workshop held
here on January 3, went viral on
social media on Thursday.

In the video, Habib is heard
telling the audience, "If there is
a shortage of water, use saliva."

The FIR was lodged at the
Mansurpur police station here
on a complaint filed by Pooja
Gupta, a resident of Baraut town,
on whose hair Habib spat dur-
ing the workshop, the police said.
Habib has been booked under
Section 355 (assault or criminal
force with intent to dishonour
person, otherwise than on grave
provocation) of the Indian Penal
Code and the Epidemic Diseases
Act, 1897, they said. PTI
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The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) on

Friday filed a chargesheet
against six accused UP police
personnel including then
SHO/Inspector; then three Sub-
Inspectors; a Head Constable
and a Constable under Indian
Penal Code Sections relating to
murder, criminal intimidation,
voluntarily causing hurt, pub-
lic servant willfully framing
incorrect record to cause loss or
injury to the public or any per-
son and causing disappearance
of evidence of an offence before
the Court of Special Judicial
Magistrate, Lucknow (Uttar

Pradesh) in a case related to
death of Manish Gupta (private
person and a businessman), res-
ident of Kanpur (Uttar
Pradesh). 

The CBI had registered a
case on November 2, 2021 on
the request of Uttar Pradesh
Government and further noti-
fication from the Centre and
took over the investigation of
Case Crime No. 391/2021
dated September 29, 2021, ear-
lier registered under IPC
Section 302 at Police Station-
Ramgarh Tal, Gorakhpur
(Uttar Pradesh) against three
Police Officials including the
SHO and two Sub-Inspectors
and unknown police officials

on complaint from the wife of
Gupta pertaining to death of
her husband on September 27,
2021, the CBI said in a state-
ment. 

It was alleged that Manish
Gupta checked in a room of a
Hotel at Gorakhpur on
September 27, 2021, falling
under the jurisdiction of
Ramgarh Tal police station. It
was further alleged that in the
intervening night of September
27/28, 2021 at about 12 AM.,
the SHO along with two Sub-
Inspectors and three other
police personnel entered into
the room of said hotel and
started misbehaving with
Gupta. 

It was also alleged that on
protest of Gupta, they started
beating him, resulting in griev-
ous injuries to him. Following
this, Gupta died on the spot.
After investigation, the CBI
filed a chargesheet against the
six police officials. 

The chargesheeted accused
in the case are Jagat Narayan
Singh, then SHO/Inspector;
Akshay Kumar Mishra, then
Sub-Inspector; Vijay Yadav,
then Sub-Inspector; Rahul
Dubey, then Sub-Inspector;
Kamlesh Singh Yadav, then
Head Constable and Prashant
Kumar, then Constable.[9:02
PM, 1/7/2022] Devika: So, total
2 copiesOkay. No prob.
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Mumbai: There is no imme-
diate need for imposing lock-
down or additional restric-
tions in Mumbai as the bed
occupancy rate, oxygen
requirement and number of
Covid-19 deaths are low,
municipal commissioner Iqbal
Chahal said on Friday.

During the first and second
wave the decision to impose
lockdown was taken on the
basis of case positivity rate, but
this criterion cannot be applied
for the third wave which start-
ed from December 21, 2021,
Chahal told a Marathi news
channel.   

No further restrictions
were needed to be imposed on
travel by local trains as only
fully vaccinated people are
being allowed to board the
trains, he said.

“The criterion in the first
and second wave was the pos-
itivity rate. But in this wave of
Omicron variant of the virus,
two new criteria should be
occupancy of hospital beds
and oxygen requirement,”
Chahal said. 

The administration has so
far imposed only a few restric-
tions such as ban on assembly
of five or more persons during
night time and shutting of
schools in the city, he said. 

Of over 20,000 people who
tested positive for coronavirus
in Mumbai on Thursday, only
1,180 were hospitalised and
110 were on oxygen support, the
BMC chief said. PTI
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of the September 11, 2001, ter-
ror attacks on the World Trade
Centre and the Pentagon’s E-
Wing. It did not have any
practical consequences.
Mullah Mohammad Omar,
the first Ameer-ul-Momineen
(translated as Supreme
Commander of the Faithful)
of the Taliban, refused to
hand over Osama bin Laden
and his associates and evict al-
Qaeda from Afghanistan.

The idea, however, con-
tinued to circulate and had
subscribers like Hamid
Karzai, Afghanistan’s
President from December 22,
2001, to September 20, 2014.
A section of the Taliban,
including Mullah Abdul
Ghani Baradar, a co-founder
of the Islamist militia, and
now one of the three Deputy
Prime Ministers in the Taliban
Government, was viewed as
one of them. Nothing came of
it as the Bush administration
rejected the idea. Karzai, how-
ever, continued reaching out
to the Taliban with Mullah
Abdul Salam Zaeef, former
Taliban Foreign Minister,
leading efforts on his behalf to
persuade the Taliban to nego-
tiate an end to the war. His
brother, Ahmed Wali Karzai,
also had indirect contacts
with Mullah Baradar.

Mullah Baradar’s arrest in
January 2010 and interroga-
tion by the Pakistanis and,
subsequently, Americans, put

paid to the backchannel talks
the Americans and Karzai’s
Government were having
with a section of the Taliban.
Indeed, the arrest was clear-
ly a result of Islamabad’s
move to scuttle the talks,
particularly those between
the US and the Taliban, which
were being conducted with-
out it being kept in the loop,
a fact it deeply resented.

In a report datelined
February 16, 2010, and titled
“Taliban Arrest May be Crucial
for Pakistanis”, in The New
York Times, Carlotta Gall and
Souad Mekhennet say that
Baradar’s arrest came at a del-
icate time when the Taliban
were in a fierce internal debate
about whether to negotiate for
peace or fight on as the US
prepared to send 30,000 more
troops to Afghanistan as a part
of President Barack Obama’s
strategy of launching a new
offensive later in the year. It
cited a member of the
Kandahar provincial council,
Haji Muhammad Ehsan, say-
ing that while some hardlin-
ers argued in favour of contin-
uing the fight, the balance had
been shifting increasingly in
favour of negotiated peace.

The differences within the
Taliban continued with strate-
gic differences intertwined
with ethnic and regional alle-
giances and personal ambi-
tions. The factional contesta-
tions emerged in sharp focus

in 2015 when it came to be
known that Mullah Omar
had died on April 13, 2013, but
the fact was kept a secret and
Mullah Akhtar Mansour ran
the organisation in his name.
Mansour, who became the
successor in July 2015, was
killed by a US drone strike on
May 21, 2016, following which
Sheikh Haibatullah
Akhaundzada became the
Ameer-ul-Momineen.

The continuing factional
tussles intensified sharply dur-
ing the exercise in
Government formation that
followed the Taliban’s takeover
of Afghanistan. The country’s
capital, Kabul, fell to them on
August 15, 2021. It took them
three weeks thereafter to
announce the first list of
interim — not permanent —
Ministers. The composition of
the Ministry and the subse-
quent expansions clearly
reflect an effort to reconcile
conflicting claims for minis-
terial berths. With the passing
of time, issues like those of
human rights, particularly
those of women, and inclusive
Government, on which sharp
differences exist, will further
aggravate matters. Will the
Taliban Government
implode? It is difficult to tell.
Power is a glue that can stick
polar opposites together.

(The author is Consulting
Editor, The Pioneer. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Sir — The Omicron-induced lockdowns,
among other factors such as an increase
in raw prices, may pull down GDP
growth this fiscal as per India Ratings and
Research. Although Omicron cases are
spreading much faster than the earlier
Coronavirus variants, there are indica-
tions that the infection is milder and
mostly not life-threatening. Also, the ear-
lier two waves have made both the
Governments and business establish-
ments better equipped to deal with the
current situation. Consequently, the
impact of COV 3.0 on the economy will
be lower than COV 1.0 and 2.0. Once the
infection subsides, the economy is expect-
ed to bounce back quickly.

But all this would not be possible
without policy support. According to
experts, this support would be critical as
long as the pandemic threat continues and
the economy reaches the stage of sus-
tained growth trajectory. It is expected that
the negative impact may be limited to just
one quarter due to better preparedness
this time round to face such circum-
stances. A surge in infections could trig-
ger stricter restrictions on people’s move-
ment, which could dent the nascent
revival in sectors such as travel, tourism
and hospitality. It is everybody’s duty to
support the Government in this fight.

Yash Pal Ralhan | Jalandhar
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Sir — All security measures were taken as
per the ‘blue book’ when Prime Minister
Narendra Modi visited Punjab but due to
a communication gap on the sudden
change in his itinerary, the unfortunate
incident occurred, says Chief Minister
Charanjit Singh Channi. The Samyukt
Kisan Morcha chief, however, confessed
that the police machinery had informed
him of this alternative route (the over-
bridge). The Punjab Chief Minister’s
explanation, therefore, doesn’t hold water.
At the peak of farmers’ agitation calling
to repeal the three controversial farm laws,
Delhi’s borders and Lakhimpur Kheri were
beset with violence and arson when the
police allegedly deliberately allowed a

Minister’s son’s vehicle to crash into the
protesting farmers, resulting in several
deaths and chaotic disturbance.

So it would seem a logical corollary
that the farmers, still angry with the
Prime Minister for having allowed the
agitation to linger on for more than a
year and not taking swift action against
the erring son’s father, wanted to prove
their mettle in their own backyard. It is
possible that the State police, some of
whose family members must also be in
the profession of farming, covertly
shared sensitive information about the
Prime Minister’s travel plans with them.

Seetharambasaani | Hanakonda

�����	�������	�������������
�����
Sir — Nearly 2,000 journalists have died
of COVID-19 in 94 countries since March
2020. Last year, at least 1,400 media work-
ers succumbed to the virus, which aver-
ages to 116 per month or four a day,
according to the Press Emblem Campaign

(PEC). No continent has been spared by
the pandemic. Of the 1,940 journalist
deaths registered by the PEC since March
1, 2020, Latin America leads with half of
the victims, or 955 deaths. Asia follows
with 556 dead, ahead of Europe 263, Africa
98 and North America 68. More than 50
casualties are still under investigation. 

The actual number is certainly high-
er, as the cause of journalists’ deaths is
sometimes not specified or their deaths not
announced. In some countries, there is no
reliable information. According to PEC’s
India representative, the vast south Asian
country might have lost over 400 media
workers to the pandemic, but nearly 100
of them are yet to be authenticated. The
PEC expresses the hope that all media
workers would take the necessary precau-
tions, including the booster vaccine.

T Navajyoti | Geneva
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Ever since the Taliban
established their sway
over Afghanistan in 1996,
the question that has

remained a persistent back-
ground whisper is whether their
regime would last, and for how
long. The speculation has been
whether their Government
would implode from with in, or
would be undermined by violent
opposition by organisations like
the Islamic State of Khorasan or
would collapse thanks to both.

As to the first, it has been
known for a little over two
decades that the Taliban, formed
in April 1994 in southern
Afghanistan, has had internal dif-
ferences and contending fac-
tions. Steve Coll, in Directorate S:
The CIA and America’s Secret
Wars in Afghanistan and
Pakistan, 2001-2016, cites CIA
deputy director John McLaughlin
as saying the organisation’s ana-
lysts had reported to President
George Bush Jr’s cabinet in 2001
that the “Taliban is not a mono-
lithic organisation”. Their assess-
ment was, “There are ideological
adherents but many others are
with them because it is how you
get money and guns.” Coll goes
on to say, that it followed logical-
ly from this conclusion that there
had “to be a way to drive wedges
in the organisation”.

The CIA, according to Coll,
had identified individuals in the
Taliban leadership who claimed
that they disagreed with the
Taliban’s supreme commander
Mullah Mohammad Omar’s pro-
vision of sanctuary to Osama bin
Laden and al-Qaeda because
harbouring terrorists deprived
the fundamentalist Islamist mili-
tia of international recognition.
If, however, there was dissent
within the Taliban, it did not lead
to any breach even after the US-
led war that began on October 7,
2001, led to their ouster from
Afghanistan by mid-December.

That there was factional ten-
sion, was indicated by the idea of
there being “good” and “bad”
Taliban, the former being people
with whom the US and other
countries could fruitfully engage
in talks. The first proponent of
the idea was clearly Pakistan
which sought to sell it to
President George Bush Jr’s
administration in the aftermath
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From the astonishing Martanda Sun
Temple in Kashmir to the
Mahabalipuram wonders in Tamil
Nadu and from the gigantic forts in

Maharashtra to the vibrant city of Sibasagar
in Assam, the jaw-dropping heritage of
India spread in all four directions is a time-
less classic. This is primarily because unlike
many ‘geopolitical’ countries, India stands
out as a ‘geo-cultural’ civilization with a
glorious legacy of thousands of years. 

The cultural richness is evident
through the availability of the built heritage
despite many destructive attempts of
invaders. Conserving this heritage for
future generations so as to continue the sto-
rytelling of India’s legacy is one humon-
gous task where a range of stakeholders
from government to society have a signif-
icant role to play. 

This task, has been carefully laid
down by our forefathers in the
Constitution of India through Article 49,
Article 51 A (f). Be it the various regula-
tions passed in early 1800s or the recent
constitutional provisions towards regular-
izing heritage conservation, India has a
well-sought legal framework for protect-
ing the monuments, symbols and sites of
cultural importance. 

Apart from a prudent legal framework,
champions like Ahilyadevi Holkar, who
were phenomenal in conservation and
restoration of heritage sites, show that India
has a different history of historic conser-
vations itself. The constitutional articles
and historic figures are a constant reminder
for an efficient and effective heritage
conservation, that will not only ensure cul-
tural integration but will also contribute
to economy and welfare in contemporary
times. 

Given such a vast background of her-
itage, the current government’s efforts such
as announcing the establishment of Indian
Institute of Heritage and Conservation
through budget 2020, the HRIDAY
scheme, the Kashi Corridor development
and bringing back the stolen ancient
artefacts are truly appreciable. 

However, despite these constructive
steps, the built-heritage in India still suf-
fers from under-funding. The
Archeological Survey of India that looks
after close to 3700 monuments has spent
approximately �301.3 crore in 2016-17,
�410.8 crore in 2017-18 and �405 crore in
2018-19, as per the data of Ministry of
Culture. This expenditure, if seen as per
capita cost, ,is only  �8 lakh per annum per
monument. 

The story at the level of state govern-
ments is just the same, indicating how her-
itage is inadequately financed. Along with
financial interventions towards heritage
conservation, some city administrations,
Mumbai and Pune in particularhave
attempted to encourage restoration prac-
tices by incentivizing FSI, granting the
Transfer of Development Rights (TDRs)
and similar provisions in respective
Development Control Regulations
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(DCRs). However, most have the
provisions have been brilliant on
paper and mediocre on ground
because of implementation issues
and lack of public awareness. The
attempts of setting heritage markets
and leasing/renting heritage
sites,etc. have their own successes
and limitations, as the heritage con-
servation and maintenance are
complex tasks which put restric-
tions on government institutions to
finance it with efficacy. 

The requirement of skilled
human resource against its limited
availability which is required for
accurate restoration, the availabil-
ity of apt construction materials and
the extent of sensitivity slows down
the pace of the entire process. This
reduces the viability and increases
the risks involved in financing the
heritage conservation projects. As
a result, banks and financial insti-
tutions are reluctant in lending
monetary support to such projects. 

This entire scenario has been
pushing the conservation sector to
look for state-of-art financing solu-
tions. One such solution lies in the
benevolence of private sector. A fact
that the companies that profit due
to the society and the country, owe
some share of their profit back for
the welfare of society and country
gave rise to devising the CSR man-
date. As heritage conservation is also
a kind of service to the society and
its cultural, economic and social
development, the CSR fund could be
a pathbreaking tool to finance her-
itage conservation projects. Recently,
a private member bill tabled by Dr.
Vinay P. Sahasrabuddhe (President,
Indian Council for Cultural

Relations and Member of
Parliament, Rajya Sabha) that sought
an amendment in the companies act
for making it mandatory to the com-
panies to dedicate minimum 25 per
cent of their CSR funds compulso-
rily for heritage conservation and
restoration. This amendment or a
provision on the similar lines can be
a rich nutrition for the heritage sec-
tor that is suffering from malnutri-
tion at present. Such a provision
enabling a portion of CSR to be
spent (mandatorily) on heritage
conservation will unleash the poten-
tial of Public-Private Partnership in
India’s cultural, tourism and heritage
sector. Further, properly financed
conservation projects will attract
more tourist footfall upon comple-
tion, thereby benefitting the portion
of society economically dependent
on heritage sites. 

Today, the conservation sector
has been subjected to state-of-art
technologies like Augmented Reality
(AR), Virtual Reality (VR) and
other similar ‘proptech’ solutions.
Utilising these technologies, with the
due encouragement of public par-
ticipation is extremely difficult for
the bureaucratic nature of govern-
ment sector. Such rigidity can very
well be removed through ensuring
a certain stakeof corporate sector
which is much more flexible, open
to accommodating ideas and com-
petitive. Hence, CSR funding can
prove to be an avenue that induces
a sense of collective ownership of
monuments while resonating with
the modern-day technologies
involved in conservation sector.

It is noteworthy that companies
like Infosys have been already

spending their CSR funds on tem-
ple restoration projects like the
Somnatheshwaracomplex,the
Lakshmeshwara temple and allied
activities. However, the overall CSR
expenditure incurred in heritage
activities has been on a decline since
the financial year 2016. This again
underlines the fact that CSR funds,
by making suitable amendments
should be reserved for heritage
conservation so as to ensure a con-
stant stream of financial support is
available for heritage projects. 

Moreover, India’s built heritage
is predominantly falling under the
jurisdictions of urban areas being
governed by respective urban local
bodies. Given the trend of urban-
ization and densification of ourur-
ban areas, restoring and protecting
heritage sites is bound become an
even more complicated task, putting
a massive pressure on government
to finance it adequately. Easing off
this pressure  the fact that monu-
ments have to be conserved This
adequacy, to some extent, could be
attained through mandatory CSR
allocation in synergy with the
amendment proposed by Dr.
Sahasrabuddhe.

In the spirit of ‘Sabka Vikas’ that
needs ‘Sabka Prayaas’, many appre-
ciable restoration steps undertaken
by the government like conserving
the Samadhi of the great warrior
Bajirao Peshve in Raverkhedi,
Madhya Pradesh definitely require
a substantial contribution from the
private sector. Such public-private
resonance shall go a long way in
protecting India’s unique identity
and ensuring betterment of the soci-
ety on the move.

(The writer is Senior 
PS to Chairman,

Parliamentary Standing
Committee on

EWCY&S, Rajya Sabha
Secretariat. The views

expressed are personal.)

What the teacher is, is
more important than
what he teaches”.

Teacher education was
founded on the belief that
teachers are created, not born.
However, in a country like
India, teacher education is
like a big ship - it is hard to
turn by design alone; persis-
tence matters the most. Thus,
it is widely acknowledged that
becoming a school teacher is
not an aspiration that is shared
by either students or parents.
So, does something needs to
be changed, and if yes what? 

Can entry into a Bachelor’s
in Education course be both
glamorous and exclusive?
Degree courses that make
entrance exclusive, offer lucra-
tive job prospects, and are
admired and sought after.
Thus, on similar lines, a pro-

fessional course on Integrated
Teacher Education has been
conceived to develop teachers,
for the future. Teachers, pro-
ficient in the art of teaching
will not just facilitate learning
but inspire students as well.

National Education Policy
2020 (NEP) seeks to revise and
restructure all facets of the
education system to establish
a framework that is consistent
with the 21st-century while
preserving India’s heritage and
value systems. It recognises the
importance of developing cog-
nitive abilities among stu-
dents, along with social, eth-
ical, and emotional abilities.

The NEP emphasises par-
ticularly that the teacher must
be at the forefront of major
educational changes.
Additionally, NEP envisions
that the finest and brightest

should enter the teaching
profession. Teacher prepara-
tion is a multidisciplinary
endeavour to develop teach-
ers who are competent, moti-
vated, confident and compas-
sionate; who have content
and pedagogical expertise
and are able to engage stu-
dents inclusively as well as
reflect on their own practice. 

The four-year Integrated
Teacher Education Program
(ITEP), a dual-major holistic
bachelor’s degree programme
offering B.A. B.Ed./B. Sc. B.

Ed. and B.Com. B.Ed. will first
be offered on pilot mode in a
few interdisciplinary Higher
Education Institutions. 

It would enable a student-
teacher to earn both an edu-
cation degree and a degree in
a speciality topic such as his-
tory, mathematics, the arts,
economics, or business.
Bachelors of Inclusive &
Special Education, Bachelors
of Creative Arts Education
and BPEd are also being pre-
pared to be offered in order to
fill the gap in availability of
skilled and specialized profes-
sionals in these fields. 

In-classroom training and
internships will also form an
essential part of the program.
The four-year ITEP will be
available to all students who
want to pursue a career in
teaching after senior sec-

ondary school. This integrat-
ed course will benefit students
since they will save one year
by completing it in four years
rather than the usual five
years required in the current
B.Ed. program.The partici-
pants will also have the option
to pursue post-graduation
courses in their respective
disciplines. 

Nonetheless, the overall
curriculum of the course will
be crucial for the success of
the program. Considering
the duration of the course, the
curriculum is being designed
to comprehensively engage
the participants for four years
and introduce the aspiring
student teachers to aspects of
new pedagogy, use of technol-
ogy in education, compe-
tence-based assessment
methods, art integration and

sports integration, etc.
Creative tools like theatrics in
classroom can also be an
essential aspect of the profes-
sion, making the classroom
practice more engrossing for
teachers and students alike. 

Although the program will
initially be offered in multidis-
ciplinary institutes, capacity
building of these institutes
along with attracting talented
participants in the initial years
will be a challenge. It is expect-
ed that over time, Institutes of
repute like IITs and IIMs will be
able to design Integrated
Teacher Education
Programmes and offer state-of-
the-art courses so that students
are encouraged to apply for this
innovative program and the ini-
tiative gains momentum. 

The curriculum design will
be the key to implementing an

effective and worthwhile
course. The child of future is
going to expect more. It should
be a curriculum where
thoughts within the head con-
verge with the feelings in the
heart. The curriculum also
needs to be abreast with the lat-
est innovations and develop-
ments in the field of education,
pedagogy, technology etc. The
teacherswho are revered as
“gurus” will be the “mentors”
for innovation and inspira-
tion.  It must be remembered
that teachers are truly the artists
of the blackboard who shape
the citizens of tomorrow.

William Arthur Ward very
aptly wrote:

“The mediocre teacher tells
The good teacher explains
The superior teacher

demonstrates
The great teacher inspires”.
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Santosh Kumar Sarangi is
Additional Secretary and
Rahul Pachori is Deputy

Secretary in the Department
of School Education &
Literacy, Ministry of

Education. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Washington: Amid an ongoing
resurgence across the world,
the global coronavirus caseload
has surpassed the grim mile-
stone of 300 million, while the
deaths have surged to more
than 5.47 million and vaccina-
tions to over 9.33 billion,
according to Johns Hopkins
University.

In its latest update on
Friday morning, the
University's Center for Systems
Science and Engineering
(CSSE) revealed that the cur-

rent global caseload and the
death toll stood at 300,095,481
and 5,472,039, respectively,
while the total number of vac-
cine doses administered has
increased to 9,336,622,344.

The US continues to be the
worst-hit country with the
world's highest number of cases
and deaths at 58,487,665 and
833,987, according to the CSSE.

The second worst hit coun-
try in terms of cases is India
(35,109,286 infections and
482,876 deaths), followed by
Brazil (22,328,252 infections
and 619,654 deaths).

The other countries with
over 5 million cases are the UK
(14,100,303), France

(11,288,704), Russia
(10,420,863), Turkey
(9,789,244), Germany
(7,399,015), Italy (6,975,465),
Spain (6,922,466), Iran
(6,203,046), Argentina
(6,025,303) and Colombia
(5,242,672), the CSSE figures
showed.

The nations with a death
toll of over 100,000 are Russia
(307,488), Mexico (299,842),
Peru (202,904), the UK
(149,993), Indonesia (144,116),
Italy (138,474), Iran (131,802),
Colombia (130,191), France
(126,001), Argentina (117,386),
Germany (113,446) and
Ukraine (103,225).

IANS

Geneva: The new Covid-19
variant called B.1.640, which
was detected by French
researchers and is probably of
Cameroonian origin, is not
"circulating widely at the
moment" and has so far been
identified in less than 1 per cent
of the samples sequenced in
France, the World Health
Organization (WHO) said.

The strain is also known as
the 'IHU' variant because it was
first identified by academics at
the IHU Mediterranee
Infection institute in Marseille,
France, reports Xinhua news
agency.

At a press briefing on
THursday, Maria van
Kerkhove, technical lead for the
WHO's Health Emergencies
Program, said that the variant
was first detected in September
2021 in a number of countries.

Following internal discus-
sions, the WHO classified it as
a "variant under monitoring"
(VUM) in November 2021.

According to the WHO's
definition, a VUM is SARS-
CoV-2 variant with genetic
changes that are suspected to
affect virus characteristics,
which may pose a future risk,
but evidence of phenotypic or
epidemiological impact is cur-
rently unclear, thus requiring
enhanced monitoring and
repeat assessment pending new
evidence.

Van Kerkhove explained
that since the B.1.640 variant
has many mutations, the WHO

classified it as a VUM is to raise
the public's awareness.

She reiterated that current
Covid-19 vaccines do work
against all variants that are cir-
culating and are highly effective
against preventing severe dis-
eases and death.

"I think that's really impor-
tant for the public to know ...
when it is your turn, get vacci-
nated because it's really criti-
cal," she said.

Katherine O'Brien, director
of the WHO's Immunization,
Vaccines and Biologicals
Department, said that B.1.640
is not a variant that is increas-
ing in prevalence but is a small
fraction of the strains that are
circulating. IANS

Rome: For the first time since
the onset of the Covid-19 pan-
demic in early 2020, Italy reg-
istered over 200,000 daily cases
amid an ongoing resurgence
fuelled by the highly-trans-
missible Omicron variant,
according to health authorities.

In the last 24 hours, the
country logged 219,441 cases,
which increased the overall
infection tally as of Friday
morning to 6,975,465.

The country had never
recorded more than 100,000
new cases in a single day until
December 30, 2021. But the sit-
uation had gotten worse almost
every day since then.

The Ministry of Health
also announced 198 coron-
avirus deaths in the same 24
hour period, down from 231 a
day earlier. The death toll now
stands at 138,474.

Though the deaths from
the latest wave of the pandem-
ic is on the rise, it remains well
below the all-time one-day

peaks that regularly topped
750 in late March and early
April of 2020, and again
between late November to mid-
December 2020.

The number of patients in
intensive care units in Italy have
also continued to spike, reach-
ing 1,467 on Thursday, an
increase of 39 over the previous
day.

But even so, the number of
intensive-care-unit patients
remained below all-time highs
from 2020. 

IANS

New Delhi: Women and girls
without a close male relative
accompanying them were
banned from entering coffee
shops in Afghanistan's Herat
province, Raha Press reported.

Sheikh Azizi ur Rahman
Al-Mohajer, the head of virtue
and vice of the Taliban office in
Herat, said from now on play-
ing music and women and
girls without a ‘mahram' (rel-
ative) are forbidden, the report
said.

He said criminals are also
not allowed in coffee shops.
According to him, most inse-
curities, kidnappings, robberies
and destructive actions can be
planned in such coffee shops.

"The coffee shop owners
are warned if any instruction
violations are reported, they
will be faced with legal actions,"
Al-Mohajer said, adding that
coffee shops can be remain
open till 9.30 p.m.

According to him, these
coffee shops serve as a conve-
nient place for most of the
moral corruption something
has misled the youths in Herat.

He emphasised any decree on
closing all coffee shops in Herat
can be issued from Kabul.

This comes as recently
after all mannequins were
beheaded as they resembled
idols, an instruction from the
Taliban government that
caused lot of public opposition.

Nearly five months after
regaining power, the Taliban's
Ministry for the Promotion of
Virtue and the Prevention of
Vice has reclaimed its role as
the enforcer of the group's
radical interpretation of Islamic
law, RFE/RL reported.

In a spate of decrees issued
in recent weeks, the Ministry
has imposed restrictions on the
behaviour, movement, and
appearances of residents, par-
ticularly those of women and
girls. While the militants have
claimed the decrees are only
recommendations, Taliban reli-
gious police have enforced the
new laws, sometimes violently,
in many areas.

Many Afghans have voiced
their anger at the Taliban's
religious policing, saying it is a

tool for humiliating citizens
and controlling every aspect of
their lives.

For Afghans, the decrees
are reminiscent of the dracon-
ian rules the Taliban imposed
during its brutal rule from
1996 to 2001.

Obaidullah Baheer, a
Kabul-based academic, said by
forcing its own interpretation
of Sharia law upon Afghans,
the Taliban is "locking out the
population from decision-mak-
ing" and exposing its "tyranni-
cal tendencies", the report
added.

Baheer said the Taliban
views "any challenge to (its)
policies as a challenge to the
faith itself ".

Last month, the Taliban
ordered shop owners in the
western city of Herat to cut off
the heads of mannequins,
insisting they were un-Islamic.

The order angered local
shopkeepers, who are already
reeling from an economic cri-
sis triggered by the Taliban
takeover and the sudden halt in
international assistance. IANS

Washington: President Joe
Biden forcefully blamed
Donald Trump and his sup-
porters Thursday for holding a
"dagger at the throat of democ-
racy" with election lies that
sparked last year's deadly
assault on the US Capitol,
using the anniversary of the
attack to warn that America's
system of Government remains
under urgent threat.

The president set the tone
on a day of remembrance that
brought fiery speeches,
moments of silence and
anguished accounts from law-
makers recalling the terrifying
hours of January 6, 2021, when
the Trump mob laid siege to the
Capitol and rioters tried to stop
the routine, ceremonial certi-
fication of election results. 

Notably, almost no
Republicans joined Biden and
the Democrats in what some
hoped would be a day of rec-
onciliation. Instead, it was a
fresh and jarring display of a
nation still deeply torn by the
lies that led to the riot, by its
unsettled aftermath and
Trump's persisting grip on a
large swath of the country.

"For the first time in our
history, a president not just lost

an election, he tried to prevent
the peaceful transfer of power
as a violent mob breached the
Capitol," Biden said. "You can't
love your country only when
you win." 

Biden's criticism of the
defeated president was rife
with condemnation for the
assault that has fundamental-
ly changed Congress and the
nation, and has raised global
concerns about the future of
American democracy. 

His voice booming at
times, reverberating in the
ornate Statuary Hall where
rioters had laid siege, the pres-
ident called on Americans to
remember what they saw
January 6 with their own eyes:
the mob attacking police and
breaking windows, a
Confederate flag inside the
Capitol, gallows erected outside
amid calls to hang the vice
president - all while Trump sat
at the White House watching
on TV. "The former president's
supporters are trying to rewrite
history," Biden said, incredu-
lous. "They want you to see
Election Day as the day of
insurrection and the riot that
took place here on January 6”.

AP

Dubai: Iran put three ballistic
missiles on display at an out-
door prayer esplanade in cen-
tral Tehran on Friday, as talks
in Vienna aimed at reviving
Tehran's nuclear deal with
world powers flounder.

The missiles, known as
Dezful, Qiam and Zolfaghar
and with official ranges of up
to 1000-km (620 miles), were
already-known models, the
paramilitary Revolutionary
Guard said.

Diplomats from countries
that remain in the 2015 nuclear
deal - Britain, France,
Germany, Russia and China -
are working with Tehran to
revive the accord, which had
sought to limit Iran's nuclear
ambitions in exchange for
trade.

American diplomats are
present in Vienna but they are
not in direct talks with Iranians.
The accord collapsed in 2018
when then-President Donald
Trump unilaterally withdrew
the U.S. And re-imposed sanc-
tions on Iran. 

AP

New Delhi: Moeed Yusuf, the
National Security Advisor
(NSA) of Pakistan, will visit
Kabul soon as tensions have
risen along the Durand Line,

the de facto border between the
two countries, Tolo News
reported.

It was decided during a
high-level meeting in
Islamabad on Thursday that
NSA Yusuf would visit
Afghanistan amid tensions
along the Durand Line.

A meeting of the
Afghanistan Inter-Ministerial
Coordination Cell (AICC),
presided over by Pakistan
National Assembly Speaker
Asad Qaiser, took the decision,
according to an official state-
ment, the report said. IANS
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Canberra: For a fifth consec-
utive day, Australia on Friday
reported a record number of
daily Covid-19 cases amid an
unabated resurgence fuelled
by the Omicron variant,
according to health authori-
ties.

With more than 78,000
Covid cases, the country's
overall infection tally
increased to 762,458, reports
Xinhua news agency.

Six of Australia's eight
states and territories reported
record numbers of infections
on Friday, with Victoria and
Western Australia the only
exceptions.

New South Wales led all
jurisdictions with a record
high of 38,625 cases, while for
the first time the Australian
Capital Territory (ACT)
recorded a four-digit increase
of daily cases.

A total of 1,246 new cases
of Covid-19 were reported in
the ACT on Friday.

The Northern Territory
(NT), which entered a snap
lockout on Thursday where-
by unvaccinated people are
subject to strict lockdown
rules, reported 412 new cases
on Friday, setting a new record
for the third consecutive day.

The country's death toll
stood at 2,321. IANS

Sydney: As the Australian state
of New South Wales (NSW) is
battling the latest Covid-19
outbreak, authorities on Friday
reintroduced restrictions.

NSW, the current epicentre
of the pandemic, reported
38,625 new cases and 11 deaths
and there were 1,738 people in
hospitals, 134 in intensive care,
reports Xinhua news agency.

In response to surging
Covid-19 cases and hospitali-
sations, some restrictions will
be re-imposed in the state
from Saturday.

NSW Premier Dominic
Perrottet labelled the changes
as "minor" and "proportionate"
which would "alleviate pressure

on the hospital system and
staff ".

Under the new rules,
singing and dancing in pubs
and nightclubs is banned and
major events scheduled for
coming weeks have to go
through assessment of health
authorities.

Non-urgent surgeries will
be suspended until mid-
February to ease pressure on
the health system.

"The transmission is hap-
pening in a variety of settings,
obviously in those household
and social gatherings that peo-
ple are having, and also in
places like pubs, clubs, night-
clubs. IANS
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Tokyo: Japanese Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida will
place three prefectures under a
quasi-state of emergency on
Friday amid a spike in Covid
cases stemming from
American military personnel
based in the prefectures spread-
ing the virus.

Okinawa prefecture, host
to the vast majority of US
bases in Japan, is expected to be
fully put under a quasi-state of
emergency, following a record
981 new daily Covid-19 cases
being reported on Thursday,
reports Xinhua news agency.

The prefectures of
Yamaguchi and Hiroshima,
meanwhile, will likely see the
mandate only applied to certain
towns and cities there, with the
tougher measures coming into
effect from Sunday through
January 31. Under the quasi-
state of emergency, prefectur-
al officials are empowered to
further enhance antiviral mea-
sures, including asking eateries
to close earlier and bars and
restaurants to refrain from
serving alcoholic beverages.

Caps on the number of peo-
ple attending large-scale public
events can also be imposed by
the Governments, under the
quasi-state of emergency.
Following consultations with
health experts by Government
personnel, Parliament will con-
vene on Friday to hear why the
more antiviral measures are nec-
essary. IANS
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New Delhi: Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on Friday
chaired a meeting with chiefs
of public sector banks and
assessed their readiness to tack-
le any possible disruptions due
to the Omicron variant. 

The Finance Ministry said
during the meeting with bank
CMDs/MDs, held through vir-
tual mode, the minister also
asked lenders to support sec-
tors, besides farm, retail and
MSMEs, that face interrup-
tion due to COVID.

Sitharaman also reviewed
various steps taken by PSBs in
implementing pandemic-relat-
ed measures initiated by the
government and RBI. 

"During the review meet-
ing, Smt. Sitharaman assessed
various steps taken by PSBs in
implementing pandemic-relat-
ed measures initiated by
Government of India and

Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
and readiness to tackle possi-
ble future disruptions that may
occur due to the ongoing vari-
ant of the COVID-19 pan-
demic," the Ministry said in a
statement. 

The ongoing third wave of
the highly infectious Omicron
variant of coronavirus has led
to various domestic rating
agencies lowering India's
growth forecast for the current
fiscal.  India Ratings and
Research cut its forecast to 9.3
per cent, from 9.4 per cent ear-
lier, while Brickwork Ratings
has revised its estimates to
8.5-9 per cent from 10 per cent.

While appreciating the suc-
cess of ECLGS, the Finance
Minister said it is not time yet
to rest on our achievements,
and that our collective efforts
must strive towards supporting
sectors that face interruption

due to the continued onslaught
of the Covid-19 pandemic.
Sitharaman also conveyed to
the bankers to continue sup-
porting the agriculture sector,
farmers, retail sector and
MSMEs, according to the state-
ment.

Sitharaman noted that
business outlook is progres-
sively improving despite the
headwinds from global devel-
opment and Omicron spread.

The Finance Minister
underlined that contact inten-
sive sectors may require more
support to help them fight
against the pandemic.
She also said that credit
demand is expected to pick up
on account of growth in retail
segments, improvement in
overall macroeconomic
prospects and improving finan-
cial health of borrowers, as per
the statement. PTI 

Mumbai: The Sensex and Nifty
found firmer ground on Friday
as investors accumulated ener-
gy, infra and IT stocks amid a
mixed trend in overseas mar-
kets.

Clawing back some lost
ground after the previous ses-
sion's heavy sell-off, the 30-
share BSE Sensex ended 142.81
points or 0.24 per cent higher
at 59,744.65. Similarly, the
broader NSE Nifty rose 66.80
points or 0.38 per cent to close
at 17,812.70.  Asian Paints was
the top gainer in the Sensex
pack, climbing 1.79 per cent,
followed by TCS, Nestle India,
Ultratech Cement, ICICI Bank,
HUL and Reliance Industries.

On the other hand, Bajaj
Finserv, M&M, L&T, Bajaj
Finance, HDFC, Titan and
Bharti Airtel were among the
laggards, shedding up to 1.39
per cent. "Domestic indices
erased early gains following
weak cues from global peers as
markets globally await the
Eurozone inflation rate and
US payroll data due later today.

Strong appetite for healthcare
and consumer durable stocks
aided the markets in closing flat
with a positive bias.

"Although rising Omicron
cases and hawkish stance by the
US Fed is keeping the market
volatile, hopes of favourable
earnings season and FIIs
switching to net buyers is
pumping in optimism into the
market," said Vinod Nair, Head
of Research at Geojit Financial
Services.

On a weekly basis, the
Sensex advanced 1,490.83
points or 2.55 per cent, while
the Nifty gained 458.65 points
or 2.64 per cent. Ajit
Mishra, VP - Research, Religare
Broking, said markets are like-
ly to consolidate after the recent
surge and it would be healthy.
"... Volatility is likely to remain
high, citing mixed global cues
and COVID-related updates.
Besides, upcoming macroeco-
nomic data (IIP, CPI, and WPI)
and the beginning of the earn-
ings season could further  add
to the choppiness. PTI 

New Delhi: With the vision of
transforming the rural land-
scape of Assam through dairy
farming, Government of Assam
and National Dairy
Development Board (NDDB)
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) for cre-
ation of a joint venture for the
dairy sector’s holistic develop-
ment on Friday at Srimanta
Sankardeva International
Auditorium in Guwahati. The
foundation stone of Purabi
Dairy expansion project was also
laid.

The MoU was signed by
Meenesh Shah, Chairman,
NDDB and Maninder Singh,
Additional Chief Secretary,
Dept. of Cooperation, of Assam
in presence of Chief Minister Dr
Himanta Biswa Sarma,  and
Union Minister of Fisheries,
Animal Husbandry & Dairying,
Parshottam Rupala. The event
was also attended by many
senior Government officials,
concerned agencies and dairy
farmers.

Speaking on the occasion,
Dr Sarma said that the target of
this joint venture will be to cre-

ate milk processing capacities to
handle and add value to over 10
lakh litres of milk every day. This
will not only help more than 1.75
lakh farmers to alleviate their
incomes but will also create
huge employment at various lev-
els of the milk value chain. The
joint venture will setup six dairy
processing facilities across
Assam, wherein milk from more
than 4100 Dairy Cooperative
Societies shall be processed,
packed and marketed.

Rupala mentioned that the
new initiative will lead to high-
er returns for the local dairy
farmers, which is a step towards
the aim of “Doubling Farmers’
Income” envisioned by the
Prime Minister. He further said,
as part of this dairy development
project, more than 15000 high
milk-yielding Gir cows will be
inducted into Assam to ensure
higher returns to the state’s
dairy farmers. The plan also
envisages setting up infrastruc-
ture for Cattle Feed and Silage
manufacturing within Assam.
He stressed on the need for
breed improvement of cattle
through technology.
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India's largest IT firm Tata
Consultancy Services (TCS)

on Friday said its Board will
consider a buyback proposal on
January 12.

"...The Board of Directors
will consider a proposal for
buyback of equity shares of the
company, at its meeting to be
held on January 12, 2022," a
regulatory filing said.

No other details of the
buyback proposal were dis-
closed. The Board of the
Mumbai-based company is
scheduled to meet on January
12 to approve and take on
record the financial results of
the company for the third
quarter and nine months end-
ing December 31, 2021.
At the end of the September
2021 quarter, TCS had cash and
cash equivalents of Rs 51,950
crore. 

On Friday, TCS shares
closed 1.26 per cent higher at
�3,854.85 on BSE. 

TCS' previous buyback
offer of around �16,000 crore

had opened on December 18,
2020, and closed on January 1,
2021. Over 5.33 crore equity
shares were bought back under
the offer for � 3,000 
apiece.

In 2018, TCS had under-
taken a share buyback pro-
gramme worth up to � 16,000
crore. The buyback, at � 2,100
per equity share, had entailed
up to 7.61 crore shares. In 2017
too, TCS had taken a similar
share purchase programme.

Smaller peers like Infosys
and Wipro have also under-
taken buyback programmes to
return surplus cash on their
books to shareholders. 
In September last year, Infosys
had said it has bought back
over 5.58 crore equity shares as
part of its about � 9,200 crore
buyback offer. T h e
process - conducted via open
market through Indian stock
exchanges - saw shares being
bought back in the range of
�1,538.10 and � 1,750.

Wipro had also completed
a �9,500 crore buyback in
January last year.
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The RBI has approved the re-
appointment of Anup Bagchi as

the Executive Director of ICICI
Bank for three years, even as the
bank had cleared the term for five 
years.

The Reserve Bank vide its let-
ter dated January 6, 2022, has
approved the re-appointment of
Anup Bagchi as an Executive
Director of the bank for three years
with effect from February 1, 2022,
ICICI Bank said in a regulatory fil-
ing on Friday.

The shareholders of the bank at
its Annual General Meeting in
August last year had approved
Bagchi's re-appointment for five
years effective February 1, 2022.

ICICI Bank has two more exec-
utive directors -- Sandeep Batra and
Vishakha Mulye. 

New Delhi: Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on Friday
reviewed the progress of the
planned disinvestment of the
country's largest insurer LIC.

The initial public offering
(IPO) of Life Insurance
Corporation (LIC), touted to be
the biggest ever in the country's
history, is expected to hit the
markets by March.

"Union Finance Minister
Smt. @nsitharaman reviewed
progress of the LIC IPO in New
Delhi today in presence of
@SecyDIPAM; Secretary
@DFS_India and Senior
Officials @LICIndiaForever and
@FinMinIndia via VC," the
finance ministry tweeted.
LIC IPO is crucial for meeting
the �1.75-lakh crore disinvest-
ment target set for current fis-
cal (April-March). So far this fis-
cal, �9,330 crore has been

mopped up through PSU dis-
investment.  The government in
September last year appointed
10 merchant bankers, including
Goldman Sachs (India)
Securities Pvt Ltd, Citigroup
Global Markets India Pvt Ltd
and Nomura Financial Advisory
and Securities (India) Pvt Ltd to
manage the mega IPO of the
country's largest insurer LIC.
Other selected bankers include
SBI Capital Market Ltd, JM
Financial Ltd, Axis Capital Ltd,
BofA Securities, J.P. Morgan
India Pvt Ltd, ICICI Securities
Ltd, and Kotak Mahindra
Capital Co Ltd.

Cyril Amarchand
Mangaldas has been appointed
as legal advisor for the IPO.
The Government is in the
process of deciding the quantum
of government stake that will be
divested through the IPO.PTI 

Mumbai: The country's foreign exchange reserves declined
by USD 1.466 billion to USD 633.614 billion in the week
ended December 31, RBI data showed.

In the previous week ended December 24, the reserves
dipped by USD 587 million to USD 635.08 billion. It touched
a life-time high of USD 642.453 billion in the week ended
September 3, 2021. 

During the reporting week ended December 31, the
decline in foreign exchange reserves was on account of a fall
in foreign currency assets (FCA), a major component of the
overall reserves, Reserve Bank of India's (RBI) weekly data
released on Friday showed. FCA declined by USD 1.48
billion to USD 569.889 billion in the reporting week, the RBI
data showed. Expressed in dollar terms, the foreign
currency assets include the effect of appreciation or depre-
ciation of non-US units like the euro, pound and yen held
in the foreign exchange reserves. Gold reserves rose
by USD 14 million to USD 39.405 billion in the reporting
week, the data showed.

The special drawing rights (SDRs) with the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) remained unchanged at USD 19.114
billion in the reporting week, the RBI said.

The country's reserve position with the IMF was also
unchanged at USD 5.207 billion in the reporting week, the
data showed. PTI 

New Delhi: Private sector
lender ICICI Bank on Friday
said it now facilitates online pay-
ment of customs duty, to bene-
fit both retail and corporate cus-
tomers. Corporate customers
can pay customs duty through
the bank's corporate internet
banking (CIB) and mobile bank-
ing app InstaBIZ, while retail
customers can do so through the
bank's retail internet banking
platform.

Customers can make online
payment by selecting ICICI
Bank from the list of banks on
the website of the Indian
Customs Electronic Gateway
(ICEGATE), it said in a state-
ment. Expressing gratitude
to the Central Board of Indirect
T a x e s
and  Customs to enable digital
payments of customs duty for its
customers,  ICICI Bank Head
(Transaction Banking) Hitesh
Sethia said: "This facilityenables
millions of ICICI Bank cus-
tomers to conveniently pay cus-
toms duty digitally through
ICEGATE website." PTI 

Mumbai: The Indian rupee
eked out 8 paise gains to close
at 74.34 against the US dollar
on Friday, helped by weaker
greenback against key rivals
and positive domestic equities.

At the interbank forex mar-
ket, the local unit opened at
74.41 against the greenback
and witnessed an intra-day
high of 74.25 and finally ended
the day at 74.34, registering a
gain of 8 paise from its previ-
ous close of 74.42.

On a weekly basis, the
rupee depreciated 5 paise
against the American curren-
cy.

"Rupee traded strong as
capital market gains, mainly
financial sector performance,
helped rupee appreciation.
Dollar traded weak, keeping
less pressure on rupee as rupee
digested the strong banking
rally. Range for rupee can be
seen between 74.20-74.60," said
Jateen Trivedi, Senior Research
Analyst at LKP Securities.PTI 
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It’s that time of the year when Zee TV acknowl-
edges the contributions of innumerable actors,

directors, producers, creative teams, and tech-
nicians who work round the clock, to bring to
the audience daily primetime shows, with the cel-
ebration of the Zee Rishtey Awards. 

This year as well, the
award show will be celebrat-
ed with full gusto, but there’s
an element of surprise for one
and all. Rishton Ka Tyohaar,
this year, will be a mega spec-
tacle that will celebrate the
deeply cherished relation-
ships that viewers share with
their favourite characters and
they, in turn, share with their
respective reel families.  

While the audience will
have a gala time seeing their favourite stars come
together under one roof during the main event,
hosts of the show Arjun Bijlani and Rithvik
Dhanjani will set the tone and keep the spirit alive
with their ever-so-loved ‘dostana’! Bijlani will be
attending the award show for the very first time. 

He expressed, “It’s an honour to be a part of
the Zee Rishtey Awards and this being my first
ever appearance on Zee TV makes it all the more
special for me. I’m so excited to meet my friends
from the industry and have a great time with all
of them. Hosting becomes a lot easier when you
have a partner who is just as energetic as you,
so both Rithvik and I are going to have a ball and
will surely make it worth watching for our audi-
ence.”

Dhanjani added, “It’s always fun to have a co-
anchor who also happens to be a friend. Both
of us are equally thrilled about the Awards and
we will have a lot of fun banter with all our
friends from the industry. It’s an event we wait
for the whole year and now that it’s here, I can’t
keep calm.” 

(To know who amongst your favourite
actors and shows bagged the nominations to the
prestigious awards and to witness all the electri-
fying acts, tune into Zee Rishtey Awards and its
exciting curtain-raiser properties, coming soon,

only on Zee TV.)

After receiving an overwhelming
response to the previous four

seasons that introduced audiences to
some exceptional young dancers, the
channel is all set to take the show to
a new level with the launch of DID
Li’l Masters Season 5.

The excitement for viewers has
hit the roof this season as the OG
judge of Dance India Dance, the
renowned choreographer, Remo
D’Souza, is back on the show. He is
the first to have been roped in onto
the panel of judges and is ready to
groom the raw talent of the nation.
While D’Souza has occupied the first
seat, all eyes are on who will be the
other judges this season.

In the meantime, D’Souza is
ecstatic about judging the show
once again, as he shares, “DID Li’l
Masters not only provides a nation-
al platform for the youngest talent
in our country to showcase their
dancing skills but also further pol-
ishes their skills and helps them grow
as performing artists. It’s an honour
and absolute pleasure to be a part of
this show because these young kids
truly inspire me to the core. I
remember making my debut with
Dance India Dance Season 1 and
being a mentor to the talent of this
iconic show for several years. Now,
coming back for the fifth season is
surreal and I can’t wait to start shoot-
ing. I want all the contestants to
dance their hearts out because it is
their passion for dance that will help
them make a place for themselves in
the industry.”  

The audition for DID Li’l
Masters Season 5 starts in January
and will take place in Delhi,
Mumbai, Kolkata, Chandigarh,
Lucknow, Jaipur, Indore, Guwahati,
Vadodara, and Pune. Participants
between the age group of three to 13
years will compete against each
other to become the ultimate Li’l

Master. In their journey, each con-
testant will be guided by four skip-
pers, who will go the extra mile to
help these young dancing sensations
learn, grow and impress the audi-
ence.  

(To know more, stay tuned for
Dance India Dance Li’l Masters

Season 5, on Zee TV.)

Actress Himanshi
Choudhry, who has
appeared in about 20

notable television shows includ-
ing Kutumb, Kareena Kareena, Dil
Ki Baatein Dil Hi Jaane, Tu
Aashiqui and so on, recently
appeared in Inside Edge Season 3.
Choudhry’s projects have been
well received by the audience.
Moreover, she is all set to appear
in Tigmanshu Dhulia’s forth-
coming Six Suspects and Anurag
Kashyap’s Dobaaraa. 

Choudhary shares about the
time she got interested in the pur-
suit of acting, “This was a long
time back… I have been acting
professionally since 2000 but I had
studied musical theatre in
America, in college. I had the plan
to study theatre but I had never
thought that I would be an actor
because I used to be very shy.
There was a class that I had to take
in my course which pushed me to
memorise monologues and I had
to score well in that class, other-
wise my grade point average
would have dropped. So, I worked
very hard and. My professor was
extremely kind, I don’t know
whether I was good or not but he
was extremely positive. My class-
mates too were very positive. In
the feedback, my professor gave
me an ‘A’ for the performance, that
keeda of acting came from him
and from there.”

Further, on talking about life
as an actor, she says, “My life as
an actor has been good. I don’t
know any other life, so I don’t
know what to compare it with. I
know that life as an actor is not
really meant to be extremely
cushy or that’s not the kind of job
I have signed up for. I have been
very lucky to have opportunities
earlier on my career which helped
me sustain myself financially and
emotionally. I started getting
more involved in understanding
how the Indian film industry

works, how the TV industry
works. I don’t think I will ever
change my profession. I can’t
see myself not wanting to act in
my life.”

On talking about her role in
Inside Edge, the actress express-
es, “Nobody was sure of how
Inside Edge would turn out to be.
I got the opportunity to do this
web show because Gurmeet Singh
was one of the associate directors.
I had worked with him on a show
which was on Epic channel. He
knew that I fit the part in Inside
Edge because he had worked
with me and he told me, ‘I know
it is not a very big part for you in
the first season, but you are the
only one I can see for this part and
we really want to cast you’. I was
very keen to work with him
again. I didn’t think too much
about it. I didn’t know it would be
a big success.”

Talking about her most
favourite season, she shares, “Very
honestly, the third season is my
favourite, but I like all the seasons
of Inside Edge. I really had fun
during the second season. But as
an audience, I feel that characters
have evolved, so I think that in the
third one, every one got more
involved, in comparison to the
first one.”

Choudhry has worked both
in TV shows and OTT.  On the
same, she says, “In TV shows,
everything is going at such a fast
pace that you don’t really have
time. Nothing is easy in TV, you
have to be in character, no mat-
ter how tired you are. 
Also, I feel that roles in TV are
hard to play. In OTT, I have had
the time and space to get into the
characters’ shoes and feel their
emotions. We don’t really speed
in 10 scenes a day in a web series.
You have time to prepare for it but
in TV, it doesn’t work like that. So,
it works for some people, some-
times it does not work for some
people but I like taking an ade-
quate time in preparing. I think
web shows do better for me.”

Additionally, the actress dis-
cussed about how entertainment
had changed during the pandem-
ic. On this, Choudhry adds,
“Entertainment has not changed,
people have changed. Firstly,
entertainment, in this context
‘content’, is changed 10 times
more than it used to be before
Covid happened. Because we all
know, ultimately, we all had too
much time in our hands and once
you get involved in the liking of
a specific type of a show or film,
you start exploring more. So, what
it has done is, it has actually
encouraged the audience to be a
little more aware of their likes and
dislikes. Everyone has Netflix
and Amazon so they have a lot of
choices to select from. Earlier,
people did not really have time to
pay attention either. So, I would
like to say that audience is more
evolved post-Covid, which is a
great thing for all of us.” 

She continued, “Also, the
demand for quality content has
become more. Now we can’t put
out average or even semi-average
content out there, for people. The
content has to be good because
the audience has become smarter.

I think it’s a good thing that every-
one is aware of the stuff they
watch.”

While conversing about
work-life balance, she shares, “I do
not mix my personal and profes-
sional life too much. As an actor,
your personal life starts gets
involved with work. For me, I’m
not just an actor, I more than that.
I do other things in my life as well.
I see that for a normal person, it
is very easy to get carried away. To
balance life, I indulge in my hob-
bies — I like colouring a lot, I
think colours, sort of, bring out
a lot of things which are in my
head. I like other languages and
I have been learning Spanish for
a while. Also, I have been work-
ing in hospitality. I’m more than
an actor, I’m a PERSON. In
terms of balancing life, I believe
that most of the time I succeed
and sometimes I get worked up.”

The actress was also a part of
the Mumbai Film Festival
(MAMI). Choudhry expressed,
“It was great to be a part of MAMI
Film Festival. That’s where I
worked with hospitality. I worked
as an International jury manag-
er. I had a six members’ team that
I was leading. I loved every day
of this festival and got to meet
very good people. Film is what I
love, my intention is always to be
a part of independent cinema and
to be a part of MAMI in that way
was really special.”

About her forthcoming pro-
jects, the actress explains, “To my
fans, I would just like to ask them
to keep watching whatever I do
and I love feedbacks. I’m enjoy-
ing the kind of projects that are
coming my way now. I would
request everyone to support and
watch as much as they can.
Hopefully, these projects will be
a blast!

(Inside Edge Season 3 start-
ed streaming on Amazon Prime

Video.) 

There are families, and then there’s a
Satrangi family, signifying uniqueness,

and diversity like each of the colours in the
rainbow in its true sense. This Satrangi fam-
ily is all set to entertain the audience soon
on Sony SAB in the forthcoming show, Sab
Satrangi. With a fine blend of fresh story-
line and unique characters, Sab Satrangi will
take the viewers to  the picturesque city of
Lucknow, to the Maurya household, an
unconventional family who share their joys,
sorrows, dreams, and despite the differ-
ences, they hold on to each other and stay
united.

The show revolves around,
Mankameshwar or Manu, played by actor
Mohit Kumar. Manu is one of the most
kind-hearted hardworking and resilient
men, who believes that good things happen
to good people and that if you don’t harm
or have bad intentions towards anyone, bad
things won’t happen to you. Manu is his
Daadi’s laadla, the head of the Maurya fam-
ily. Played by Joyoshree Arora, she is not
your typical Daadi, she’s bold and a cool
award-winning life insurance agent, who is
determined to not let her age affect her
ambition.

Adding drama and colour to the
Satrangi family will be Manu’s father,
Shyam Babu played by Dayashakar Pandey,
who’s trying to fulfill his dream of enter-
taining the world through this magic
tricks. Moving ahead, actor Puru Chibber
plays Deepu Bhaiyya, Manu’s brother and
Satyajit Sharma plays Daddy Khushwa, the
local don of Lucknow. What are the
dynamics between these characters and how
would it affect Manu and is family is some-

thing we will have to wait andwatch.
Other talented actors such as Hima

Singh, Deepak Kumar Bandhu, and
Samridhi Singh are also part of the cast
line-up.  

(More information about the characters
in the show and how their lives collide will
be revealed soon only on Sony SAB’s Sab
Satrangi.) 

Bhushan Kumar, Krishan
Kumar and Nidhi Parmar

Hiranandani are set to bring
audiences a compelling story of
Srikanth Bolla. Starring
Rajkummar Rao and directed by
Tushar Hiranandani, Srikanth
Bolla is a biopic of an industri-
alist who didn’t let his visual
impairment come in the way of
his vision and founded Bollant
Industries spear headed by Ravi
Kanth Mantha. This inspiring
tale is penned by Sumit Purohit
and Jagdeep Sidhu, and the
shoot on this film will com-
mence in July. 

Hailing from a small, non-
descript village in rural Andhra
Pradesh, Bolla has faced adver-
sities and overcome challenges.
Born blind to poor, uneducated
parents, he has faced immense
opposition and struggle early in
life right from his birth to fight-
ing a long-standing legal battle
with state after class 10 to opt for

science stream. However, Bolla
always had bigger dreams, he not
only cleared his 10th and 12th stan-
dard exams with flying colours
but also managed to be the first
international blind student to
study at the prestigious
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, USA. A strong,
trailblazing visionary as he firm-
ly believes that vision is much
more than eyesight, and has to
do more with the mind. 

Talking about such an
amazing persona with an inspir-
ing story, Kumar, MD and chair-
man of T-Series says, “Srikanth

Bolla’s story testifies the very
proverb of acing against the
odds. Having faced so many
challenges since birth, yet not
letting anything hamper his
dreams — his journey is truly
inspirational. And it’s indeed a
privilege to be associated with
a person like him. The person-
ality of this character is such that
only an actor of a caliber like
Rajkummar Rao can justify it
and we are happy to have such
a fine actor on board. Tushar
Hiranandani’s vision to show-
case this captivating story is very
peculiar. As we are thrilled to

make this film, we are equally
excited for the audiences to
witness this compelling story!”

Nidhi Parmar and Tushar
share, “The minute we learnt
about Sri’s story we decided that
this inspiring story needs to
reach the masses and what can
be a better medium than cinema.
We are truly blessed to be work-
ing with such powerhouses like
Rajkummar Rao and Bhushanji
for this project. We really hope
that Sri’s journey really tugs the
heart strings of the audiences just
like it did for all of us.”

Talking about his character,
Rao adds, “Srikanth Bolla is an
inspiration. It’s indeed a privilege
to play such an inspiring persona
who has been through a lot of
hardships and despite that has
risen like a phoenix. I am really
looking forward to playing
Srikant. I’m happy to collaborate
with Bhushan sir yet again on
this compelling project.”

Just as the industry was celebrating the return
of audiences to theatres to watch big-ticket films

and rejoicing at the prospect of brisk business in
overseas territories, the Omicron variant has upset
the best-laid plans.

The veteran producer, Anand Pandit, rumi-
nates, “We are facing a third wave considering the
surge in cases and it is a matter of grave concern,
not just for business but for the entire nation.
There could be setbacks in the exhibition sector
once again but let us remember that the indus-
try has survived an extended lockdown, massive
loss of revenue, production hindrances, and
release delays. We have survived to tell the tale
and there is no reason why we cannot deal with
the latest challenge. I feel we are better prepared
today than we were when the pandemic first took
us by surprise. From not knowing what to do next,
we are now shooting films in bio-bubbles, man-
aging pre and post-production, and even travel-
ing. The show will go on with utmost caution, of
course.”

He believes that the overseas markets may be
affected also and forthcoming releases like SS
Rajamouli’s RRR, Prabhas-starrer Radhe Shyam
may have to wait out this phase. Pandit adds,
“Certain territories have been affected more than
the others in the pandemic and overseas distrib-
utors have been in distress but this time will pass
too. We may have to be satisfied with less screen
count but let us remember that compared to where
we were two years ago, every small step forward
indicates that we have made progress. For now,
the biggest priority is to stay safe and be as respon-
sible as possible to ensure that the virus is con-
tained.”
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Sri Lanka Cricket (SLC) has
lifted the one-year suspen-

sions of its three senior crick-
eters -- Danushka Gunathilaka,
Kusal Mendis and Niroshan
Dickwella -- five months after
they were sanctioned for a
bio-security breach during the
national team’s tour of England
last year.

“Sri Lanka Cricket has
decided to lift the one-year sus-
pension imposed on the three
players from playing
International Cricket, across all
three formats, with immediate
effect,” SLC stated in a press
release.

It was during the tour that
the trio went on a night out in
Bristol and were caught on
camera outside the confines of
bio-security bubble in the
midst of COVID-19 pandem-
ic in UK last year.

“The latest decision was
taken following a request made
by the three players to Sri
Lanka Cricket to lift the ban

imposed on them, pursuant to
the conclusion of the LPL 2021.

“Based on such request,
SLC obtained a report from the

Doctor to provide counseling
for the 3 players during their
period of suspension.

“Upon consideration of
the said report submitted by the
Doctor, the Executive
Committee of the SLC decid-
ed at a meeting held on Friday
to remove the suspension of the
said three players,” the state-
ment added.

The remaining period (7
months) will remain suspend-
ed for a period of two years,
during which the three players’
conduct will be closely moni-
tored by the SLC.

Accordingly, the trio will be
able to play domestic cricket
with immediate effect and will
also be available for national
selection, subject to complying
with mandatory fitness stan-
dards. All three are set to be
selected during Sri Lanka’s tour
of India starting late next
month.
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England batter Ben Stokes had luckiest of
escapes in recent times when a Cameroon

Green ball hit his stumps but he survived as the
bails did not come off, prompting legends Shane
Warne and Sachin Tendulkar to discuss intro-

duction of a possible new law.
The incident happened on the third day of

the fourth Ashes Test on Friday when Australian
all-rounder Green bowled one that was angled
in and left-handed Stokes had shouldered arms,
anticipating that the ball would pass by the
stumps. 

But it came back enough to kiss the off-
stump. The bail started getting out of the
groove but eventually settled down.

The on-field umpires asked for a referral but
since the bails didn’t completely get out of the
groove, Stokes was adjudged not out. He went
onto make a crucial 66.

“Should a law be introduced called ‘hitting
the stumps’ after the ball has hit them but not
dislodged the bails? What do you think guys?
Let’s be fair to bowlers,” tweeted Tendulkar tag-
ging Warne.

The iconic leg-spinner Warner said in jest
that the point needs to be debated. 

“Interesting point & one to debate my friend.
I will take this to the world cricket committee
for discussion & come back to you. 

Never seen anything like that today -
Greene’s delivery was 142kph and hit the stump
hard,” Warne replied.

However another stylish Aussie batter of yes-
teryears Damien Martyn had a straight “No” to
Tendulkar’s proposal.

However the freakish nature of the survival
did surprise one and all including former
Australian captain Ricky Ponting.

“I’ve not seen one with a ball like that,”
Ponting said on Channel 7. 

“It’s actually just made the stump move side-
ways. So therefore the groove of the bail has actu-
ally stayed exactly in the groove of the stump.” 
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India head coach Rahul
Dravid has hinted at having

a conversation with wicket-
keeper batter Rishabh Pant
over the timing of his shots,
including the wild slog that led
to his dismissal in the second
innings of the lost second Test
against South Africa here.

Speaking to media after

India’s seven-wicket defeat on
Thursday, Dravid said he would
always want Pant to play posi-
tive cricket but at times, the shot
selection can be different.

“We know Rishabh plays
positively and he plays in a par-
ticular manner and that has got
him a little bit of success. But of
course there are times when we
are going to have to have some
sort of level of conversations

around that,” he said.
“...It is just little bit or may

be selection of the time to play
that (shot),” Dravid added at the
virtual post-match press confer-
ence.

Pant tried to smash Kagiso
Rabada out of the ground on
the third ball of his innings but
ended up edging it to the wick-
etkeeper, drawing sharp criti-
cism from all quarters.

“No one is going to ever tell
Rishabh (Pant) not to be a pos-
itive player or not to be an
aggressive player but some-
times it is just the question of
picking and choosing the time
to do that,” Dravid said when
specifically asked whether he
was upset with Pant’s shot.

Dravid, himself a veteran of
164 Tests, also said that Pant can
change the course of the game
very quickly.

“...Maybe giving yourself a
little more time might be a lit-
tle bit more advisable but look
I mean in the end, we know
what we are getting with
Rishabh,” he explained.

“He is a really positive
player, he is someone who can
change the course of the game
very quickly for us, so natural-
ly we won’t take that away 
from him and ask him to
become something very 
different.

“But sometimes, it is just
about figuring out what is the
right time to maybe attack and
play out (a) slightly difficult
period that sets the game up for
you or sets your innings up. So,
I mean he (Pant) is learning.

“He plays in a particular
way, so it’s always something
that he is going to keep learn-
ing, keep improving and keep
getting better,” elaborated
Dravid. 
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The legendary Sunil
Gavaskar feels Cheteshwar

Pujara and Ajinkya Rahane
repaid the trust that was shown
in them, adding it is easy to get
excited by young talents but the
team should continue showing
faith in its senior players as long
as they are “not getting out
badly.”

After a string of poor per-
formances, the under-fire duo
of Pujara and Rahane came
good with the bat, scoring
half-centuries in India’s second
innings of the second Test.

“The team has backed

them because of the experience
and what they have done in the
past. They had the belief that
they will come good and they
did,” Gavaskar said on 
‘Star Sports.’

“Sometimes we can be a lit-
tle bit hard on some of our
senior players because you
have these exciting young play-
ers waiting in the wings and we
all want to see them get a bit of
exposure. 

“But as long as these senior
players are playing well and not
getting out badly, then I think
we should show faith in them,”
he added.

India was without the ser-
vices of regular skipper Virat
Kohli who was ruled out of the

Test minutes before the toss
due to a lower back spasm. 

“It is amazing, this is the
first time that India have lost a
Test match in which Virat
Kohli has not played. They
drew once in Sydney but oth-
erwise they have always won.

Despite Rahane and
Pujara’s knocks India was not
able to contain the South
African batters, specially skip-
per Dean Elgar, who stitched
crucial partnerships to lead
the hosts to series-levelling 1-
1 win here on Thursday.

Gavaskar was not
impressed by stand-in skipper
KL Rahul’s field placements. He

was also critical of the Indian
fielding.

“I thought giving Dean
Elgar those singles at the start
of the innings was making life
a little bit easier for him.

“Elgar is not a hooker of
the ball so to have two men in
the deep did not make any
sense. He was taking the singles
quite comfortably.

“The Indian fielding could
have been just that little bit
sharper. 

But otherwise, it was the
South Africans who won the
game. I don’t think the Indians
lost it, the South Africans who
won this game,” said Gavaskar.
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The ICC on Friday announced that slow overrate in T20
Internationals will result in a fielder less outside of the

30-yard circle for the remaining overs of the innings, start-
ing this month.

The governing body also introduced an optional
drinks interval midway through the innings in bilateral
T20 international cricket as part of its updated playing
conditions.

The in-match penalties are in addition to the sanc-
tions for slow over rate outlined in Article 2.22 of the ICC
Code of Conduct for Players and Player Support
Personnel. “The over rate regulations are captured in clause
13.8 of the playing conditions , which stipulate that a field-
ing side must be in position to bowl the first ball of the
final over of the innings by the scheduled or rescheduled
time for the end of the innings,” the ICC stated.

“If they are not in such a position, one fewer fielder
will be permitted outside of the 30-yard circle for the
remaining overs of the innings.”

The change was recommended by the ICC Cricket
Committee, which regularly discusses ways to improve
the pace of play in all formats, after considering reports
on the effectiveness of a similar regulation that was includ-
ed in the playing conditions for the Hundred competi-
tion conducted by the ECB.

In another change, an optional drinks break of two
minutes and thirty seconds may be taken at the mid-point
of each innings subject to agreement between Members
at the start of each series.

The first men’s match to be played under the new play-
ing conditions will be the one-off tie between the West
Indies and Ireland at the Sabina Park in Jamaica on January
16. The first T20I of the three-match series between South
Africa and the West Indies in Centurion on January 18
will be the first women’s match played under the new play-
ing conditions. 
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Abrave century by Jonny
Bairstow and a half-centu-
ry for Ben Stokes helped
England claw its way back

to 258-7 after a terrible start to the
third day of the fourth Ashes test
Friday at the Sydney Cricket
Ground. 

Bairstow scored the tourists’
first century in its seventh innings
this series to headline a day where
England had slumped to 36-4 by
lunch before its middle order coun-
terattacked to help England get
back into the match on another rain-
affected day at the SCG. 

In clear pain after being struck
on the thumb by a Pat Cummins
delivery and with partners running
out, Bairstow began attacking at
nearly every ball and brought up a
deserved century from 138 balls
with 12 boundaries and three sixes
moments before stumps by slashing
a Cummins delivery for four.

Bairstow celebrated his seventh
test century by running halfway
towards the England team dressing
room with arms aloft, where his
teammates had gathered to
acknowledge a vital innings in the
context of the match which had ear-
lier looked to be slipping away. 

At stumps, Bairstow was 103 not
out and Jack Leach was on four, with
England trailing Australia by 158
runs. 

Earlier, Ben Stokes made a typ-
ically swashbuckling 66 of 91 balls,
including nine fours and a towering
six over cover, as part of a 128-run
partnership with Bairstow which
steadied England’s innings after its
early collapse. 

Nathan Lyon eventually ended
the 128-run partnership by trapping

Stokes lbw with a ball that kept lower
than the allrounder expected. 

He was perhaps fortunate to get
that far having before tea survived
a sharp missed caught-and-bowled
chance off Pat Cummins and then
successfully reviewing an on-field
lbw out’ decision where the ball had
in fact missed the pad and flicked

the off stump but not dislodged 
the bail. 

Shortly after raising his half-
century off 80 balls, Bairstow was
struck by a ball from Cummins that
reared up off the pitch and struck
the batsman on the thumb. Bairstow
received treatment on the ground
for several minutes before resuming

his innings, but was visibly in dis-
comfort holding the bat. 

Jos Buttler became the second
duck off the innings chipping to
Khawaja at cover off Cummins (2-
68) to reduce England to 173-6 and
in danger of not avoiding the follow-
on target of 218. 

But Bairstow and Mark Wood

combined for an unbroken 72-run
partnership to reduce the visitors
nerves before Cummins eventually
had Wood caught by Lyon for 39 off
41 balls going for one big shot too
many.

Before lunch, England’s bat-
ting frailties again were exposed by
Australia’s pace attack after it

resumed at 13 without loss in a rain
delayed session. 

Haseeb Hameed was dropped
on two by wicketkeeper Alex Carey
in Mitchell Starc’s second over, but
the reprieve only cost four runs as
Starc (1-49) bowled the opener for
six in his next over.Zak Crawley,
who survived being caught off a no-
ball from Starc late on day two, took
a blow on the hand by the left-arm
quick before Boland found a way
through his defences and hit the top
of off-stump when on 18.

Scott Boland (2-25) then had
Root caught at slip for a duck in his
next over with the England skipper
again playing away from his body
and edging behind to Steve Smith
at second slip.

Dawid Malan (3) was dismissed
in the over before lunch, caught by
Usman Khawaja at slip off Green’s
bowling, leaving England in tatters
at the break.

Boland was taken for a precau-
tionary scan tumbling in his follow
through with the final ball before
tea. Australia team management
later said the 32-year-old, who
made a sensational debut in
Melbourne to help Australia retain
the Ashes, had “been cleared of any
damage” and later returned to the
match.

The inclement weather early
Friday didn’t dampen the ‘Pink
Test’ fundraising efforts of the
McGrath Foundation, chaired by
former test paceman Glenn
McGrath, which for the past 14
years has been a feature on day three
of the Sydney test.

Most of the 28,415 crowd wore
pink clothing and one of the stands
at the Sydney Cricket Ground was
covered in pink bunting to celebrate
the charity’s work. 
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Mohammed Kaif and Stuart
Binny have been added to

India Maharajas squad for the
Howzat Legends League
Cricket starting in Muscat from
January 20.

Ravi Shastri,
Commissioner of the tourna-
ment, said, “Mohammad Kaif
and Stuart Binny’s contribution
to the Indian cricket is huge
and likewise I feel they will also
have an immense role to play
in league as well.”

The first season of Howzat
LLC will have former cricketers
from India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka,
Australia, England, among
other cricket nations divided
into 3 teams representing India,
Asia and Rest of the World.
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Sometimes we can be a little bit hard on senior players; Pujara, Rahane repaid faith: Gavaskar
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Bolstered by the return of
forward Nerijus Valskis,

Chennaiyin FC will be eager to
build on the winning momen-
tum and break into the top four
when they take on FC Goa in
the Indian Super League here
on Saturday.

Chennaiyin snapped a
two-game losing run to script
a win over Jamshedpur FC, rid-
ing on luck at times. The for-
mer champions were bolstered
by return of Valskis from
Jamshedpur.

Lithuanian forward Valskis
had donned Chennaiyin
colours in his first season in
India. He scored 15 goals for
the club in the 2019-20 season, 
winning the ISL Golden Boot
and reaching the final.

“Valskis will be available
and Ariel Borysiuk will skip
this game. He is feeling much
better so we will see what will
happen in the next few days
and decide about the game on
thirteenth,” said head coach
Bozidar Bandovic.

Placed sixth in the points
table, Chennaiyin have 14
points in their kitty from nine
games and with a win on
Saturday, they can end the first

half of the season inside the
top-four.

Chennaiyin have benefited
from Vladimir Koman’s passing
and vision and that was evident
in the last game when Koman
set up Lukasz Gikiewicz for his
winner.

Koman has become the
club’s midfield orchestrator
since his arrival this season.

Apart from scoring twice
and setting up once, he has cre-
ated 15 goalscoring chances,
the highest among Chennaiyin
players this season.

For FC Goa, their perfor-
mance against Kerala Blasters
showed character and head
coach Derrick Pereira can draw
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Not willing to spend a considerable
time abroad under a foreign coach,

Tokyo Olympics bronze medallist
Bajrang Punia has decided to train with
an Indian coach in the country to pre-
pare for the 2024 Paris Games.  

Not only Bajrang but Ravi Dahiya,
the Tokyo Games silver medallist, has
also conveyed to the Wrestling
Federation of India (WFI) that he will
prefer to train under Indian coaches
instead of hiring a personal coach from
abroad. Bajrang had trained with
Georgian Shako Bentinidis while Ravi
had Russian Kamal Malikov to help
him along with a set of Indian coach-
es at Chhatrasal stadium.

Bajrang has been trying to hire a
foreign coach since his association
ended with Bentinidis but his search
did not bear any fruit. 

Even during his ongoing training
camp in Russia, he looked for a coach
but noone is willing to come to India,
according to the 27-year-old.

“These coaches want me to spend
at least 80 percent of the season in their
country, a condition which is not
acceptable to me. I am willing to spend
half the time outside but no one is will-
ing to come to India, so I have decid-
ed to train with an Indian coach,”
Bajrang told PTI from Moscow. 

Bajrang did not elaborate why the
foreign coaches are unwilling to come

to India. “I don’t understand what their
issue is in comig to India?”

Asked who he wants to train with,
the two-time World medallist said he
is yet to finalise a name.

The 27-year-old Bajrang is
employed with the Indian Railways and
it is expected that he will hire someone
from Railways.

Ravi Dahiya recently began his
training at his training centre, where his
long time friend and sparring partner
Arun Kumar is helping him out.
Mahabali Satpal, who has played a key
role in shaping his career, is keeping an
eye on his training schedule in the
morning sessions at Chhatrasal stadi-
um.  “All Ravi wants is one more train-
ing partner. We will identify one for
him in his category during the Ranking
Series event in Gonda,” said WFI
Assistant Secretary Vinod 
Tomar said.
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Regardless of who made an error
on the visa or the vaccination
waiver or whatever, the reality

Friday for tennis No. 1 Novak
Djokovic was spending one of his
important religious holidays in an
Australian detention hotel working on
his challenge against deportation.

Djokovic has been receiving calls
from Serbia, including from his par-
ents and the president, hoping to boost
his spirits. A priest from the Holy
Trinity Serbian Orthodox Church in
Melbourne sought permission from
immigration authorities to visit the
nine-time Australian Open champi-
on to celebrate the Orthodox
Christmas.

“Our Christmas is rich in many
customs and it is so important that a
priest visits him,” the church’s dean,
Milorad Locard, told the Australian
Broadcasting Corp. “The whole thing
around this event is appalling. That he
has to spend Christmas in detention
... It is unthinkable.”

Djokovic’s supporters gathered
outside the Park Hotel, used to house
refugees and asylum seekers near
downtown Melbourne, waving flags
and banners. 

They mixed with human rights
advocates who were there more to
highlight the plight of other longer-
term people in detention, many who
have long complained about their liv-
ing conditions and exposure to the
coronavirus in the pandemic.

A day after both the prime min-
ister and the home affairs minister said

it was the responsibility of the individ-
ual to have their visa documents in
order, it seemed to dawn on people
locally that whatever mistakes hap-
pened in the process, one of the high-
est-profile athletes in the world was in
detention.

Djokovic flew to Australia confi-
dent he had everything he needed to
compete, given he had been approved
by Victoria state government for a
medical exemption.

That same evidence didn’t com-
ply with the Australian government’s
regulations.

So, instead of preparing to defend
his Australian Open title, and bid to

win a men’s-record 21st major title, he’s
preparing to go to the Federal Circuit
Court on Monday to challenge his visa
cancellation and deportation.

Attention is moving away from
Djokovic’s vaccination status —
atouchy topic in a city where people
spent so long in lockdown and were
subject to harsh travel restrictions —
and onto questions about how the
nine-time Australian Open champi-
on could have wound up in this situ-
ation.

Even some who have been criti-
cal of Djokovic in the past are now in
his corner.

“Look, I definitely believe in tak-

ing action, I got vaccinated because of
others and for my mums health, but
how we are handling Novak’s situation
is bad, really bad,” Nick Kyrgios, an
Australian player and outspoken crit-
ic of some of Djokovic’s opinions on
vaccinations, posted on Twitter. 

“This is one of our great champi-
ons but at the end of the day, he is
human. Do better.”

Jelena Djokovic posted on social
media to thank her husband’s support-
ers.

“Thank you dear people, all
around the world for using your
voice to send love to my husband,” she
posted on Twitter. 

“I am taking a deep breath to calm
down and find gratitude (and under-
standing) in this moment for all that
is happening.” 

Critics of the medical exemptions
have said if there were no loopholes,
then nobody would be in Djokovic’s
position right now. And while players
have sympathized with Djokovic’s
situation, some have said getting vac-
cinated would have prevented the
problems.

Djokovic has been a vaccine skep-
tic, and has declined to acknowledge
if he’s had shots for COVID-19, but
there can’t be any doubt he traveled to
Australia believing his paperwork
was all in order.

The medical-exemption applica-
tions from players, their teams and
tennis officials were vetted by two
independent panels of medical experts
at the state level. Djokovic had an
approved exemption allowing him into
the tournament.

But when he landed at the airport,
the Australian government’s Border
Force canceled Djokovic’s visa, saying
he “failed to provide appropriate evi-
dence to meet the entry require-
ments.”

Australia’s strict COVID-19 laws
dictate that incoming travelers must
have had two shots of an approved
vaccine, or must have an exemption
with a genuine medical reason, such
as an acute condition, to avoid quar-
antine.

Tennis Australia said Djokovic’s
request for an exemption “was grant-
ed following a rigorous review
process.”
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Paris Saint-Germain’s reliance
on Kylian Mbappe keeps grow-

ing as he keeps scoring.
That was illustrated again

when he grabbed a hat trick in the
French Cup on Monday night.

It was against modest amateur
side Vannes, but the quality of his
finishing stood out regardless and
took his overall tally this season to
18 goals in 25 games. 

The trip to Lyon on Sunday in
the league may prove more diffi-
cult for Mbappe, given how hard
it was to beat Lyon in September.
PSG needed a header from Mauro
Icardi in the final seconds of
stoppage time in that meeting.

Lyon dominated for spells
and often gives PSG a hard game
at home. Lyon sits in a lowly 13th
place, but PSG’s form has been

patchy. 
For although Mauricio

Pochettino’s side reached the mid-
season break with a 13-point lead
it was far tougher than it looks.

PSG won just two of its last
five games and needed last-gasp
equalizers against Lens and 19th-
place Lorient heading into the
winter break. In 19 matches, PSG
has scored 12 times after the 80th
minute to underline how individ-
ual talent — allied to a strong
bench that includes Icardi and
Copa America winner Angel Di
Maria — made the difference
more than impressive teamwork.

With Neymar out injured
with a sprained ankle and record
seven-time Ballon d’Or winner
Lionel Messi surprisingly netting
just once in 11 league games,
coach Mauricio Pochettino needs
Mbappe at his very best. 
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Former Commonwealth Games
champion shuttler Parupalli

Kashyap says he will have to
“reassess his training” after being
ruled out for six weeks due to a
recent calf muscle injury.

A former world no six, Kashyap
sustained a grade 1 calf muscle pull
during the All India Senior Ranking
tournament in Hyderabad
(December 24-30) last month.

“I played Hyderabad Open, and
I got injured in the first round, just

when I was feeling really good but
it seems I wasn’t good enough for
the match,” a disappointed Kashyap
told PTI.

“I am not sure why it happened,
probably it is the age...Now I think
I have to reassess what is happen-
ing in training.

“I am thinking I am fit but prob-
ably I am not. My stamina for the
calf muscles was not enough, the
strength endurance for the calf
muscle to last the entire match was
not enough,” he added.

Kashyap, 35, has been troubled
by frequent injuries and fitness
issues ever since his Commonwealth
Games gold in 2014.

After enduring another tough
year, the shuttler was looking for
good outings at the two All India
senior ranking tournaments at
Chennai and Hyderabad.
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India’s Rohan Bopanna and
Ramkumar Ramanathan regis-

tered a resounding straight-set
win to cruise into the semifinals
but it was the end of the road for
compatriot Sania Mirza in their
respective ATP and WTA tourna-
ments here on Friday.

Bopanna and Ramkumar
trounced the French-Monegasque
duo of Benjamin Bonzi and Hugo
Nys 6-1 6-3 in the doubles quar-
terfinals of the Adelaide
International 1 ATP 250 men’s
event.

However, Sania and her
Ukrainian partner Nadiia
Kichenok endured a bad day in
the office as the two failed to make
the summit clash of the Adelaide
International 1 WTA event. 

The duo put up a fiery fight

but eventually lost their doubles
semifinal tie 1-6 6-2 8-10 against
local favourites Ashleigh Barty
and Storm Sanders in one hour
five minutes.

The unseeded Indian pair of
veteran Bopanna and Ramkumar
will now clash with the fourth
seeded Bosnian-Mexican duo of
Tomislav Brkic and Santiago
Gonzalez for a spot in the final.

The two Indians are pairing
up for the first time on the ATP
tour.

Should Bopanna and
Ramkumar continue their good
show the two may pair up for
India’s Davis Cup tie against
Denmark scheduled to be played
in New Delhi in March. 

The two Adelaide events are
tune up tournaments for the
Australian Open, starting January
17 in Melbourne. 
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Jose Mourinho was left gestic-
ulating in apparent disap-

proval after two grievous errors
from his Roma players handed
AC Milan a 3-1 win in Serie A.

First, striker Tammy
Abraham stuck out his arm to
block a shot that resulted in a
penalty for Milan, then defend-
er Roger Ibañez made an errant
back pass that was intercepted
by Olivier Giroud, which led to
the Rossoneri’s second goal
just 17 minutes in. Giroud
converted the penalty and
Junior Messias scored Milan’s
second on a rebound after
Giroud’s effort hit the post.
Abraham then pulled one back
for Roma with a deflection but
Milan goalkeeper Mike

Maignan maintained the
Rossoneri’s advantage with a
series of difficult saves. Milan
also hit the goalframe twice,
while Roma finished with nine
men when Rick Karsdorp and
Gianluca Mancini each picked
up their second yellow cards —
which will mean they’ll be
suspended for Sunday’s game
against Juventus. With Roma
down to 10 men, Rafael Leão
restored Milan’s two-goal
advantage after being set up
with a chested pass from fellow
substitute Zlatan Ibrahimovic
to sprint in alone toward goal.
Ibrahimovic then had a penal-
ty attempt saved by Rui
Patrício. Mourinho questioned
decisions by referee Daniele
Chiffi and VAR official
Gianluca Aureliano.
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DJOKOVIC SPENDS RELIGIOUS DAY IN DETENTION
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Roma errors hand AC Milan a 3-1 win in Serie A
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a lot of heart from that display.

Goa will depend a lot on midfield lynchpin
Edu Bedia who scored a wonderful goal to help
the Gaurs draw 2-2 against Kerala Blasters.

He has 10 goals and 12 assists in 79 Hero ISL
appearances. What he brings to the Goa team
is his ability to control games, dictate the
tempo and offer passing options to teammates.

“We have a good side. I think we don’t need
any more reinforcements. 

We just need to back our players. We have
enough players to go to the next stage of the
league,” Pereira said when asked if there would
be any incoming in the current window to bol-
ster the squad. 


