
�������	
���
���������
���
���
�����
�	�����

������������������	��
���
�
��
����
�
���
���

����
��������
�������������
�
����������
��
���
����������������
�����
���
������
����
��������
����
�
��

����������������
��
�
����
 ���������	��!
"�#�
����
��
�

��������
�����������������
�
������
�����������
��������
$��
���������������
�������
����
����������	
�
�
��������
�
%
������
��
���&���
����
��
���&
�

	����&��
�����&�����

��������������
�	
�������	���������	
��� !�"#������
���
��������
�
�������
��
����������������
���
��
���������������'�
�
��� ��
����
�����
��	����
����
�
���
�
(
���
��#���

�&�
����
��������
!�)
��
�����*+
�
�,�� ��
�����
�����
����
����������
����
��
����
�
�����
		���
��
�%����

�������

��������	
���

���

��
�������

�������

�
��� -./�(.0#1

Mahatma Gandhi’s
favourite tune “Abide

With Me” will not figure in this
year’s Beating the Retreat
Ceremony on Rajpath on
January 29.  

This hymn played at the
annual ceremony since 1950
was omitted in 2020 but was
included later following criti-
cism from various quarters.

Incidentally, this develop-
ment on Saturday came a day
after a political slugfest over the
shifting of the Amar Jawan
Jyoti from the India Gate to the
newly constructed National
War Memorial (NWM). 

Veterans and Congress
leaders Rahul Gandhi said the
extinguishing of the Amar
Jawan Jyoti was an insult to the
fallen soldiers.  However, the
Government refuted the charge
and said the flame was not
extinguished and instead
merged into the eternal flame
at the NWM.

“Abide With Me” is a hymn
that was written by Scottish
Anglican Henry Francis Lyte in
1847 while battling tuberculo-
sis.  It is a prayer urging God

to remain with the speaker
through life and in death.

A favourite of Gandhiji,
this tune is played at the end
of the Beating the Retreat cer-
emony at Vijay Chowk every
year.  The Retreat, an ancient
military tradition, signals the
end of fighting for the day,
with soldiers sheathing arms
and withdrawing from the
battlefield.  The hymn is set to
the tune of Eventide by
William Henry Monk.

This year’s ceremony will
begin with “Fanfare” by
Buglers, followed by “Veer
Sainik” by the Massed Bands
and six tunes by the Pipes and
Drums band. Bands of the
Central Armed Police Forces
will play three tunes, fol-
lowed by four tunes by the Air
Force Band,  which wil l
include a special “Ladakoo”
tune,  by Flight Lt  L S
Rupachandra.
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Amid the third wave of
Covid-19 in the country,

the Election Commission (EC)
on Saturday extended the ban
on physical political rallies,
roadshows, pad-yatras, cycle
and bike rallies and processions
till January 31 in five poll-
bound States — Uttar Pradesh,
Goa, Manipur, Punjab and
Uttarakhand.  

This is the second time the
Commission has extended the
ban after the first one was
announced on January 15 and
the second on January 22.
The poll panel also increased
the five-person limit for door-
to-door campaigning to 10
and allowed video vans for
publicity at designated open
spaces with coronavirus
restrictions.

“No roadshow, padyatra,
cycle/bike/vehicle rally and
procession shall be allowed till
January 31, 2022,” the EC said.
The decision was taken fol-
lowing a virtual meeting to
take stock of the Covid-19 sit-
uation with all stakeholders,
including the Union Health
Secretary, Chief Electoral
Officers, Chief Secretaries,
and State Health Secretaries of
the five poll-bound States.

“Since contesting candi-
dates for Phase 1 elections will
be finalised on January 28,
2022, the commission has
decided to allow physical pub-
lic meetings of political parties
or contesting candidates in
designated open spaces with a
maximum of 500 people or 50
per cent of the capacity of the
ground or the prescribed limit
set by State Disaster
Management Authorities,
whichever number is lesser,
from January 28, 2022, till
February 8, 2022 (excluding
the silence period),” it added.

The EC said that limit of
five persons for door to door
campaign has been enhanced
to 10 people, excluding secu-
rity personnel and video vans
for publicity permitted at des-
ignated open spaces with
Covid restrictions. 
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Goa’s MLAs who were elect-
ed in the 2017 Assembly

polls do not seem to have any
allegiances to the party which
fielded them in the elections.
As many as 24 MLAs in Goa,
which is 60 per cent of the 40-
member Assembly,  shifted
their loyalties in the last five
years, the Association of
Democratic Reforms (ADR)
said in a  report.

Goa has set a unique
record, which is “unparalleled”
in the history of Indian democ-
racy. Assembly polls in Goa will
be held on February 14.

“In the five-year tenure of
the current Assembly (2017-
2022), as many as 24 MLAs
have changed their parties,
which is 60 per cent of the total
strength of the House. It has
never happened anywhere else
in India. A clear reflection of
utter disrespect to the mandate
of voters. A callous approach to
ethics and discipline overborne
by uncontrolled greed at its
worst,” the report stated.

It said the list of 24 MLAs
did not include the names of
Vishwajit Rane, Subhash
Shirodkar, and Dayanand
Sopte, who had resigned as
Congress MLAs in 2017, and
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The Samajwadi Party on
Saturday confirmed that

party chief Akhilesh Yadav will
contest the Assembly poll, his
first, from Karhal constituen-
cy in Mainpuri district, which
is in his family’s home turf.

Karhal has voted for
Samajwadi Party candidates
in every election since 1993,
except in 2002, when the BJP
wrested it. It returned to the SP
in 2007 and is currently held by
Sobaran Yadav.

By contesting from Karhal,
the current and long-time Lok
Sabha seat of his father
Mulayam Singh Yadav,
Akhilesh is trying to secure his
party’s fortress of the Yadav
belt where the BJP has made
inroads.

Buoyed by the success of
the huge turnout in Vijay Rath
Yatra, Akhilesh had decided
not to contest the Assembly
election and concentrate on
campaigning. Two events,
however, forced him to change
the strategy — ban of cam-
paigning by the EC (now
extended till January 30) due
to the third wave of Covid-19
pandemics, and BJP deciding
to field Yogi Adityanath from
Gorakhpur. 

In a loud and clear mes-
sage to the electorate that the

BJP is leading the battle from
the front, the saffron party
announced Yogi’s name in the
very first list of its candidates
even when the polling in
Gorakhpur will be held in the
sixth phase of election on
March 3.

Karhal constituency has a
high population of Yadavs.
The SP won it in 2017 with a
margin of more than 38,000
votes despite the BJP wave in
the State. Karhal town is just a
15-minute drive from the
Yadav family’s native village,
Saifai, in the Etawah district.
With Akhilesh taking the
plunge into Assembly elec-
tions, the SP is trying to send
a larger message in the entire
Yadav belt from Firozabad to
Kannauj to rally behind the
party in these elections.
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Making a conscious effort
to shun the old baggage

and present her party in a
“new avatar” in Uttar Pradesh,
Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra has
hand-picked over 70 per cent
new faces among the total
166 candidates for the high-
stakes State Assembly election.

Besides sticking to her
promise of 40 per cent women
candidates, Priyanka has over-
whelmingly given a chance to
debutants with an aim to build
a new leadership in the Hindi

heartland, which had slipped
from the party hands in recent
years.

Of the total 166 names
declared so far by the
Congress, 119 candidates will
be making their electoral
debut, party spokesman
Anshu Awasthi told PTI. With
the candidature of Sangeeta
Tyagi, wife of party leader
late Rajiv Tyagi,  from
Sahibabad seat, Priyanka has
made an earnest effort to
break the mould and create
new leadership in the century-
old party which has faded
into political oblivion.
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New Delhi: Former Goa CM
Laxmikant Parsekar to quit
the BJP. He said, “I was a
member of BJP for years but
the party took me for granted.
I have prepared to dissociate
myself from the BJP and have
decided to contest indepen-
dently. I will come out with this
declaration in a couple of days.” 
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joined the ruling BJP, before
contesting polls on its tickets.

At least 10 Congress legis-
lators had crossed over to the
BJP in 2019. They included the
then leader of opposition
Chandrakant Kavlekar
(Quepem constituency). Other
Congress MLAs who had
switched over to the BJP are -
Jennifer Monserrate (Taleigao),
Francisco Silveria (St Andre),
Filipe Nery Rodrigues (Velim),
Wilfred Nazareth MeninoD’sa
(Nuvem), Clafasio Dias
(Cuncolim), Antonio Carano
Fernandes (St Cruz),
Neelkanth Halarnkar (Tivim),
Isidore Fernandes (Cancona),
Atanasio Monserrate (who
won the Panaji by election in
2019 after death of Manohar
Parrikar).
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From one case on December
2 last year, the Omicron

tally in the country has crossed
the 10,000-mark! India record-
ed a total of 3,37,704 Covid-19
new cases of the novel coron-
avirus, along with 488 deaths
due to the infection in the past
24 hours. India’s daily Covid
cases have remained over 3
lakh for the 3rd day in a row.

The World Health
Organization (WHO) has
warned that “to suggest that
Omicron will be the last vari-
ant is unwise…this virus is cir-
culating at a very intense level
around the Earth globe and it’s
still evolving… Absolutely crit-
ical we continue to track, mon-
itor & assess variants”. 

“We’re hearing a lot of
people suggest that #Omicron
is the last variant & that it’s
over after this and that is not
the case... This virus is circu-
lating at a very intense level
around the world,” said Maria
Van Kerkhove, infectious dis-
ease epidemiologist; Covid-
19 Technical Lead of the
WHO.

“We must keep working to
reduce Covid-19 transmis-
sion,” she added.

According to the data
shared by the Union Health
Ministry, the country saw a
total of 2,42,676 discharges in
the last 24 hours, taking the
total recovery rate at around
93.50 per cent, and total recov-
eries data reached to 3,63,01
482.

The total active cases of
Covid-19 in India have risen to
21,13,365, the Ministry data
showed today. The total death
toll in the country is now at
4,88,884. In India, the first
death due to the Covid pan-
demic was reported in March
2020.

Additionally, the tally of
Omicron cases reached 10,050
on Saturday with an increase of
3.69 per cent since yesterday.
The daily positivity rate is at
17.22 per cent today.
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At least seven persons were
killed and 23 others injured

when a massive fire broke out
in a 20-storey Kamala building
located in front of Bhatia
Hospital at the bustling Nana
Chowk-Gowalia Tank area of
Grant Road in south Mumbai
on Saturday morning.

The fire erupted on the
18th floor of the high-rise
building around 7.15 am. Of
the 30 persons injured in the
fire, seven succumbed to burn
injuries, while the condition of
six persons was reported to be
“critical”.

While six persons, includ-
ing two women, died in the

early part of the day, one per-
son succumbed to burn
injuries in the evening. The
injured have been admitted  to
Kasturba, Nair, Masina, Bhatia
and Reliance hospital. Of the
injured, seven were treated
and allowed to go home.

The Mumbai Fire Brigade
designated it as a Level-3
(major) fire. In all, 13 fire ten-
ders, seven water tankers,
and snorkel ladders were

involved in the fire fighting
operations. The fire brigade
extinguished the fire at 12.20
pm.

Though the cause of fire
has not been established, the
massive plume of smoke ema-
nating the fire-hit building
enveloped south Mumbai
skies, causing considerable
anxiety among the residents
in the neighbourhood.

While Prime minister
Narendra Modi announced
an ex-gratia of �2 lakh each
from the Prime Minister’s
National  Relief  Fund
(PMNRF), the Maharashtra
Government has announced
an ex-gratia of �5 lakh to the
next of kin of the deceased.

7 killed, several injured in
Mumbai skyscraper blaze 
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Akhilesh Yadav’s uncle
Shivpal Yadav on Saturday

announced that he will be con-
testing the upcoming assembly
elections from his old seat
Jaswantnagar. Shivpal said he
will be contesting on SP’s tick-
et instead of his own party
Pragatisheel Samajwadi Party.
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As many as six persons, in-

cluding an infant, were killed and

at least 20 others injured when a

private bus met with an accident

at Bidu Chhak NH-16 under the

Soro police limits in Baleswar dis-

trict on Saturday. As most of the

injured were in critical conditions,

the death toll was likely to in-

crease. The identities of the de-

ceased were yet to be ascertained.

District Collector K Sudarshan

Chakravarthy, Regional Trans-

port Officer Rashmiranjan

Dalbehera and other senior offi-

cials and police and fire brigade

personnel rushed to the site for a

rescue operation. It was suspected

some passenger could be trapped

in the mutilated bus. The ill-fated

bus named ‘Shantilata’ was on its

way to Bhubaneswar from

Manatri of Mayurbhanj district via

Udala when the mishap took place.

When it stopped

at a bus-stop near

Soro to pick up

passengers, a coal-

laden truck hit it

from behind. Fol-

lowing the colli-

sion, the bus

swerved off the

road leading to the death of six

passengers. The bus was carrying

passengers with its full capacity

while and some were also stand-

ing. The injured were rushed to the
nearby CHC at Soro while the seri-
ous cases were shifted to the Dis-
trict Headquarters Hospital. Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik expressed
deep grief over the six persons los-
ing their lives and offered his con-
dolences to the bereaved families.

Patnaik also announced a compen-

sation of Rs 2 lakh each for the fami-

lies of the deceased. He directed to

provide advanced treatment to all

the critically-injured passengers.
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The downward trend in
the Covid-19 cases contin-
ued in the State on Satur-
day with 8,845 persons
testing positive in the 30
districts and the State pool
on Saturday. With this, the
total tally increased to
11,96,140. Among the
newly-infected were 927
children in the age group
of 0 to 18 years.  Notably,
the State had reported
9,833 Covid cases on Fri-
day. Of the new cases, 5,128
were from quarantine and
3,717 local contacts.

Khordha district re-
ported the maximum 2,528
cases followed by
Sundargarh with 1,001,
Cuttack 628, Baleswar 290.
Kalahandi 239,  Balangir
232, Rayagada 221, Jajpur

209, Nuapada 205, Koraput
203, Nabarangpur 187,
Jagatsinghpur 180, Angul
160,  Mayurbhanj 152,
Jharsuguda 144, Bargarh
141, Bhadrak 117,
Keonjhar 110, Kandhamal
109, Boudh 93,
Kendrapada and Gajapati
92 each, Deogarh 55,
Ganjam 53 and
Malkangiri 50.  Besides,
507 cases were reported
from the State pool. The
active cases stood at 88,150.
Seven more Covid patients

died in the State, pushing the

total death toll to 8,514. Two

deaths were reported from

Angul district and one each

from Bhadrak, Cuttack,

Jajpur, Mayurbhanj and Puri.

However, 11,344 more pa-

tients recovered, increasing

the total recoveries to

11,107,67. Capital

Bhubaneswar registered
1,532 Covide cases, with
which the total tally in the
city rose to 1,42, 244.The
highest 147 cases were re-
ported from Khandagiri.
The active cases in the city
were 11,156.
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At least five persons were killed and another
five persons injured in a road mishap in
Subarnapur district on Saturday. The deceased
were identified as Asish Pandia, Pramod Pandia,
Siddhi Pandia, Trayambak Meher and Subham
Pandia, all from Nimna village under Ullunda
block of the district. A total of 10 persons from
Nimna were returning by a SUV after attend-
ing a marriage ceremony at Kaudiamunda vil-
lage late on Friday night. At around 1 am, the
vehicle hit a speeding truck coming from the
opposite direction on the Mahanadi bridge.
While five persons were killed on the spot, the
five others trapped inside the vehicle were res-
cued by police with the help of gas cutters.  The
injured were initially rushed to the District Head-
quarters Hospital and later shifted to the
VIMSAR, Burla for treatment.
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A POCSO (Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences) Court here on Saturday
awarded rigorous imprisonment (RI) till death
to a man for kidnapping and raping a minor
girl two years ago. Amit Bindhani (45) had
kidnapped a 10-year-old girl from Bidanasi
here with the help of his wife Asha Lohar on
July 18, 2019. The court also sentenced Asha
to undergo (RI) for 20 years. The prosecution
case maintained that the couple taken the girl
to Jamshedpur soon after kidnapping her from
a slum near Satichoura Square. At Jamshedpur,
Amit raped the girl for nearly eight days before
the couple was apprehended by the city police
and rescued the girl. The court has also slapped a
fine of Rs 5,000 on Asha, in default RI for an-
other six months. Considering the age of the
victim and the ordeal she faced, the court awarded
a compensation of Rs 5 lakh to her.
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Two motorcyclists were

killed on Saturday evening
when they were hit by a four-
wheeler on the Pattamundai-
Mulabasanta road in
Kendrapada district. The
identities of the deceased
were yet to be ascertained.
Police rushed to the spot and
began an investigating into
the incident.
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There was no respite in
Kerala during the last 24

hours that ended 6 pm
Saturday as 45,136 persons
were diagnosed with Covid-19
out of 1,00, 735 samples tested,
said Veena George, health min-
ister of the State. The death doll
till date reached 51,739. The
minister also disclosed that
there has been a hike of 201 per
cent in the number of patients
afflicted with the pandemic
compared to last week. Test
Positivity Rate in the State was
44.8 per cent as on Saturday
evening,

Though the situation in the
State remained grave and crit-
ical, the health minister said
that Kerala continued to be
performing well in control-
ling the transmission of the
pandemic. “Ours is the number
one State in the country with
the highest rate of vaccination
per million. The Government
has administered 1.41 million
vaccinations for every million
population,” said George.

But medical doctors are of
the view that the number of
persons diagnosed with Covid-
19 each day could be five times
than that of the official figures.
“You find out the number of
Home Covid Detection Kits
sold in the State. That will give
you a true figure,” said Dr
Rajiv Pillai, senior physician,
keeping track of the transmis-
sion of the pandemic in his per-
sonal capacity.

A Government doctor said
the delay in declaring the State
out of bounds for people from
other States is due to the fear
of  the Government losing out
tourists to other States. “Most
of the resorts and hotel book-
ings have been canceled due to
the spurt in the number of
Covid-19 cases. The traders are
exerting pressure on the gov-
ernment from tightening the
rules,” said a tourism executive.

Though there has been fear
about the surge in spread of the
pandemic in the State, life con-
tinues to be normal except for
the ambulances transporting
patients to the hospitals.
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In a drop in the number of
daily infections, Maharashtra

on Saturday recorded 46,393
Covid-19 cases as against
48,270 cases on Friday, even as
the pandemic infections went
down further to 3,568 cases as
against 5,008 and 5,708 regis-
tered respectively on Friday
and Thursday.

Maharashtra recorded as
many as 416 Omicron cases on
Saturday, taking the total num-
ber of the new Covid-19 vari-
ant cases in the state to 2,759.
Of the cases recorded on
Friday, Mumbai accounted for
a maximum 321 cases, fol-
lowed by Nagpur (62),   Pune
Municipal Corporation (13),
Wardha (12) and Amravati
(6). Bhandara and Nashik
recorded one Omicron case

each.
A day after Maharashtra

recorded 48,270 cases, the
number of daily infections in
the state dropped by 1,877
cases to touch a daily tally of
46,393 cases.  With fresh infec-
tions, the total number of
Covid-19 cases in the state
went up from 73,71,757 cases
to 74,66,420.

The Covid-19 claimed 48
lives in the state on Friday, as
against 52 deaths recorded on
Friday. With the latest deaths,
the total number of deaths
recorded in the state went up
from 1,42,023 to 1,42,071.     

Mumbai, where the Covid-
190 situation has been improv-
ing for the past one week,  wit-
nessed a further drop in the
fresh Covid-19 cases from
5,008 cases recorded on Friday.
With the fresh recorded on

Friday,  the total Covid-19
cases rose from  10,28,715
cases to 10,32.283.

As 30,795 Covid-19
patients were discharged from
the hospitals across the state
after full recovery, the total
number of people discharged
from the hospitals since the
second week of March 2020
increased from 70,09,823 cases
to 70,40,618. The recovery rate
in the state dropped from 94.47
per cent to 94.30 per cent.

The number of “active
cases” in the state increased
from 2,79,930 cases. The fatal-
ity rate in the state dropped
from 1.91 per cent to 1.91 per
cent.

In a disturbing develop-
ment, the active cases in Pune
shot  up further to 83,507
cases against 78,846  cases
recorded on Thursday.
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There was a ‘slight’ improve-
ment in the health of leg-

endary singer Lata
Mangeshkar, who has been
undergoing treatment for
Covid-19 and pneumonia at
the Breach Candy Hospital for
the past 14 days.

Dr Pratit Samdhani, who is
attending to her at the hospi-
tal, said: “ Lata Mangeshkar is
still in the ICU ward but there
has been a slight improvement
in her health today”.

“Lata Didi is showing signs
of improvement from before
and  is under treatment in the
ICU from the amazing team of
doctors spearheaded by Dr
Pratit Samdani. We are looking
forward to and praying for her
speedy recovery and return to
her home, “close family friend
Anusha Srinivasan Iyer 
said.

Lata Mangesh was admit-
ted to the Breach and Candy
Hospital on January 8. 
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Sending out a stern message
to China, Lt Gen Y K Joshi

Saturday  affirmed that
‘Operation Snow Leopard’ is
not over and that it was still on.
The General Officer-
Commanding-in-Chief (GOC-
in-C), was speaking at the
northern command's investi-
ture ceremony at its head-
quarters in Udhampur.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Army Commander also
maintained that 2021 was a
watershed year for the Armed
Forces wherein they displayed
boldness in standing up to the
aggressive designs on the LC
and LAC. He further added
that there has been a reduction
in terrorist related incidents,
stone pelting activities and
protests as a result of tireless
efforts of the security forces and
the people of J&K.

On the occasion he pre-
sented GOC-in-C's apprecia-

tion to 40 units and GOC-in-
C's ‘Certificates of
Appreciation' to 26 units for
their ‘outstanding' and ‘distin-
guished' performance in the
command theatre.The GOC-
in-C's Appreciation was given
to units for their performance
in Operation Meghdoot,
Operation Rakshak, Operation
Northern Borders, and other
operations.

The GOC-in-C's
Certificates of Appreciation
were given to units involved in
Operation Snow Leopard,
which was launched after
China refused to move back
and restore the status quo ante
in eastern Ladakh.

“The importance of both
the Union Territories of J&K
and Ladakh is well known and
we have played our role as far
as the security of this region is
concerned with full dedication
and devotion and are main-
taining our complete domi-
nance over it.”
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A‘battle royale’ is being
fought in Tamil Nadu for

the legacy of a political outfit
which is observing its 50th
anniversary this year. A lady
who claims to be head of the
AIADMK is taking on a group
of local satraps but what stands
out is that she does not have a
party office to boast.

V K Sasikala, close aide of
late J Jayalalithaa, former Chief
Minister and supremo of the
AIADMK till she breathed her
last on 5th December 2016,
issues daily media releases
commenting on various issues
in Tamil Nadu. What makes
her statements distinct is that

the media releases do not have
the address or telephone num-
ber of the party office despite
the fact that the AIADMK has
an imposing office in the heart
of Chennai city.  Though the
letter pad says it is issued from
Sasikala’s camp office, it does
not feature any telephone num-
ber or e-mail address.

No known faces from the
AIADMK have emerged as her
camp followers. Though there
are one or two Rajya Sabha
members (which include a
senior lawyer) from the
AIADMK who maintain secret
liaison with Puratchithai
Chinnamma ( as Sasikala is
addressed by her acolytes and
is the Tamil for Revolutionary
Mother cum Young Mother),

none of them have come out in
the open extending support to
her.

R Thampi Durai, MP, for-
mer deputy speaker of the Lok
Sabha (2014 to 2019) and the
AIADMK leader who had
openly demanded Sasikala’s
elevation as party general sec-
retary after the demise of
Jayalalithaa and later wanted
the party to appoint her as chief
minister has fallen silent since
Chinnamma was ousted from
the AIADMK in 2017 as part of
the patch up between the then
chief minister Edappadi
Palaniswai and his deputy O
Panneerselvam.

The crowd which followed
her cavalcade  from Bangalore
to Chennai on her release from
the Parappana Agrahara
Central jail in 2021 on the
completion of her four-year
imprisonment in connection
with the disproportionate asset
case is now missing .
“Chinnamma is engaged in
rebuilding the party from the
scratch and the day is not far
when she would emerge the
real King Maker,” said one of
her aides. For the time being
she spends her days issuing
releases and attending family
functions of those who were
her loyalists.
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In the past three years,
most military events have been
moved to the new memorial
from India Gate.

Then Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi inaugurated the
Amar Jawan Jyoti on January
26, 1972 as a memorial for the
Indian soldiers killed in action
in the India-Pakistan war in
1971.

Modi had on February 25,
2019, inaugurated the National
War Memorial.  Names of
25,942 soldiers have been
inscribed in golden letters on
granite tablets at the memori-
al.  The memorial is spread
over 40 acre and was built at a
cost of Rs 176 crore.

Facing criticism from some
ex-servicemen and political
leaders, sources in the
Government said “there is a lot
of misinformation circulating
regarding the flame of the
Amar Jawan Jyoti.

The flame of the Amar
Jawan Jyoti is not being extin-
guished. It is being merged with
the flame at the National War
Memorial. It was an odd thing
to see that the flame at Amar
Jawan Jyoti paid homage to the
martyrs of the 1971 and other
wars but none of their names
are present there, they said.

The names inscribed on
the India Gate are of only
some martyrs who fought for
the British in the World War 1
and the Anglo Afghan War and
thus is a symbol of our colonial
past, they said.

The names of all Indian

martyrs from all the wars,
including 1971 and wars before
and after it are housed at the
National War Memorial. Hence
it is a true shraddhanjali to have
the flame paying tribute to
martyrs there, officials said. 

It is ironic that people who
did not make a National War
Memorial for seven decades are
now making a hue and cry
when a permanent and fitting
tribute is being made to our
martyrs,” they said.

The Government’s
response was to a tweet by
Congress leader Rahul.
Written in Hindi, it said, “It is
a matter of great sadness that
the immortal flame for our
brave soldiers will be extin-
guished today. Some people
cannot understand patriotism
and sacrifice - never mind... We
will once again light the ‘Amar
Jawan Jyoti’ for our 
soldiers.” 

“Whatever is being done is
a national tragedy and an
attempt to rewrite history.
Merging the Amar Jawan Jyoti
with the War Memorial Torch
means erasing history. BJP has
built the National War
Memorial, that does not mean
they can extinguish the Amar
Jawan Jyoti,” said Congress
leader Manish Tewari.

Air Vice Marshal(retired)
Manmohan Bahadur tagged
Modi on Twitter and request-
ed him to rescind the decision.

“Sir, the eternal flame at
India Gate is part of India’s psy-
che. You, I and our generation
grew up saluting our brave
jawans there,” he stated.  While
National War Memorial is
great, the memories of Amar
Jawan Jyoti are indelible,
Bahadur noted.

Colonel (retired) Rajendra

Bhaduri said the Amar Jawan
Jyoti is sacred and need not be
extinguished.  “India Gate has
names of Indian soldiers who
died in wars. It is immaterial
who constructed it,” Bhaduri
said on Twitter.

Former Lieutenant Colonel
Anil Duhoon said on Twitter
that “If one can’t make it then
break it, is the BJP’s mantra for
new India. 

He said the Amar Jawan
Jyoti is too sacred to be touched
or relocated. “Why can’t they
have two of them? Can’t under-
stand their functioning,”
Duhoon added. 

However, Lieutenant
General (retired) Satish Dua
expressed “great satisfaction”
on merging the Amar Jawan
Jyoti with the National War
Memorial’s eternal flame. 

“As someone who had
steered the design selection
and construction of the NWM,
I had been of this view all along
that India Gate is a memorial
to the fallen heroes of First
World War,” Dua stated.

The Amar Jawan Jyoti was
added in 1972 as we did not
have another memorial, he
mentioned.  The NWM pays
homage to the soldiers who
were killed in action after the
country’s independence and
all homage ceremonies have
been shifted to the new memo-
rial already, he noted.

Former Army Chief
General Ved Malik also sup-
ported the Centre’s decision to
merge the flames.  He said on
Twitter that it is “a natural
thing” to merge flames now as
the NWM has been estab-
lished and all ceremonials relat-
ed to remembrance and hon-
ouring soldiers killed in action
are being held there.
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The Congress general sec-
retary in charge of Uttar Pradesh
said the party would certainly
look at supporting other parties
for Government formation and
was open to backing them if the
situation were to arise after the
elections.

She, however, said the
Congress would keep imple-
menting its vision for youth,
especially women, as a priority
while extending any such sup-
port for Government formation
in UP. “We would be open to
considering that. If such a situ-
ation arises, then we would cer-
tainly want our agenda for the
youth and women to be fulfilled
if we were going to be part of any
such dispensation,” she said to a
question on whether the
Congress would support other
parties in Government forma-
tion.

The party has resolved to fill
the “massive backlog” of jobs in
the public sector and promised
20 lakh jobs, including eight lakh
for women, in their manifesto
for the youth.  The campaign in
Uttar Pradesh is very negative
and is centred around caste and
religion, Priyanka said, adding
that the Congress is moving
away from this to present a
development oriented roadmap.

Addressing the media,
Rahul stressed that the country
needs a new vision and their
document is “not hollow words”
but drafted after consulting
youth whose views are reflect-
ed in it. “There are polls in UP
and the youth there need a new
vision and only the Congress
party can give that vision to the
state,” the former Congress chief

said.
“We don’t spread hatred, we

work to unite people and we
want to build a new Uttar
Pradesh driven by the strength
and confidence of youth in the
state,” he said.          

In Uttar Pradesh, Rahul
said, 880 youth lose their jobs
everyday and over 16 lakh youth
have been rendered unemploy-
ment in the last five years of BJP
rule. The Prime Minister
promised to provide two crore
jobs every year to youth and the
entire country is seeing the
truth, he said.

“Our understanding and
our belief is that India requires
a new vision. The vision that was
proposed by the BJP in 2014 has
completely failed. It is a disaster
and it is turning our demo-
graphic dividend into a demo-
graphic disaster. India requires
a new vision going forward,” he
told reporters when asked about
the need for such a manifesto
focussed on youth.

Even people in the BJP, he
alleged, admit that something
has gone “very wrong” and the
vision that was committed to has
failed. Uttar Pradesh would lead
the country in jobs and was the
centre of the resistance to the
British. It was from where the
far-reaching ideas came from, he
noted, adding that the manifesto
is a step towards providing a
vision for the country and the
Congress believes this has to
begin in Uttar Pradesh.

Countering the “untoward
remarks” on social media, Rahul
said those preaching Hindutva
are spreading hatred in the
cyber world. Calling them cow-
ards, he said they do not have the
courage to come out in the open
and asked supporters to fight the
‘hatred’. 

�����������

From Page 1

Active cases stood at 61,954. At the same time,
Mumbai recorded  5008 new Covid-19 cases, 12,913
recoveries and 12 deaths in the last 24 hours.

In the meantime, the Union Health Ministry
said “isolation facility would not be mandatory for
international travellers arriving from at-risk coun-
tries from January 22.

In a statement here, it added that they would
still be required to undergo seven-day home quar-
antine. “If tested positive, their samples should be
further sent for genomic testing at INSACOG lab-
oratory network. They shall be treated/isolated as
per laid down standard protocol,” tweeted the
Ministry.

In India, the active Covid-19  cases comprise
5.23 per cent of the total infections, while the nation-
al Covid-19 recovery rate is at 93.50 per cent, the
Ministry said.An increase of 94,774 cases has been
recorded in the active Covid-19 caseload in a span
of 24 hours. The country had reported 3,11,170 cases
in a single day on May 15 last year. The daily pos-
itivity rate was recorded at 17.94 per cent while the
weekly positivity rate was recorded at 16.56 per cent,
according to the Ministry.

The number of people who have recuperated
from the disease surged to 3,60,58,806, while the
case fatality rate was recorded at 1.27 per cent. The
cumulative doses administered in the country so far
under the nationwide Covid-19 vaccination drive
has exceeded 160.43 crore, said the Ministry in the
statement.India’s Covid-19 tally had crossed the 20-
lakh mark on August 7, 2020, 30 lakh on August
23, 40 lakh on September 5 and 50 lakh on
September 16. It went past 60 lakh on September
28, 70 lakh on October 11, crossed 80 lakh on
October 29, 90 lakh on November 20 and surpassed
the one-crore mark on December 19. India crossed
the grim milestone of two crore on May 4 and three
crore on June 23.
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The channels had a combined subscriber
base of over 35 lakh, and their videos had
over 55 crore views. Some of the YouTube
channels of the Naya Pakistan Group (NPG)
were being operated by anchors of Pakistani
news channels.

“The contest is absolutely fake and toxic
like the government is responsible for Bipin
Rawat’s death, Bipin Rawat’s daughter is
accepting Islam, North Korean army is going
to Kashmir, etc. What sort of nonsense is
this! And these YouTube accounts had a total
subscriber base of over 1.20 crore. These
videos had 130 crore views, which is almost
the population of India. Our intelligence
agencies are now alive to the situation and
more such news channels on YouTube will
get blocked,” Chandra said.“ Indian intelli-
gence agencies were closely monitoring these
social media accounts and websites and
flagged them to the ministry for immediate
action,” he added. “Vide five separate orders
issued under rule 16 of the Information
Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and
Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021, the
Ministry has ordered to block these Pakistan-
based social media accounts and websites,”
the ministry said in a statement later
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The airline may be
made responsible and
depute staff to guide pax,
check and verify their
handbag status, etc,
before allowing the pas-
senger for Pre-embarka-
tion security checks. All

airlines may be directed
suitably to inform pax
and to display “one hand-
bag rule’ on their tick-
ets/boarding passes very
conspicuously,” reads the
communiqué.

“Airport Operators
may be instructed to
place hoarding / banner/
board / standees display-

ing the contents of the
‘One hand bag Rule’ near
the check-in counters,
vantage locations before
SHA at the airports so
that passengers get sensi-
tized and if required, have
an option to switch their
extra handbags to regis-
tered baggage,” it 
said.

From Page 1 

Reacting on L-G’s decision,  the Chief Minister’s Office said
that it is unfortunate that L- G has rejected the demand of traders
and the business community. “LG has rejected the proposal of elect-
ed Government despite the fact that corona cases are reducing at
a very fast pace. When all markets of Gurugram and Noida are open,
why should the business community of Delhi be made to suffer
by BJP’s Central Government,” said a statement from CMO.

Meanwhile, as per the fresh order of DDMA,  the current night
curfew between 10 pm and 5 am, and weekend curfew in the city
will remain in place till further orders in view of the Covid-19.

The authority also has decided to offer relaxation to the func-
tioning of private offices in the national Capital. “Private offices
that are not present in containment zones, can operate with a max-
imum capacity of 50% attendance. Private firms have been direct-
ed to stagger work timings and the presence of employees at the
same time in order to ensure social distancing is maintained at the
workplace,” the order said.

Earlier, the authority had ordered 100 percent work-from-home
for private offices.
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AICC Odisha in-charge Dr

A Chella Kumar accompanied

by PCC fact-finding commit-

tee members including

Narasingha Mishra, Chiranjib

Biswal, Ganeswar Behera, Bapi

Sarkhel, Jitu Mohapatra,

Ansuman Mohanty, Avishek

Mahananda, Rama Chandra

Khuntia, Natabar Barik and

Bipalab Choudhury visited

trouble-torn Dhinkia village

on Saturday for conducting a

spot assessment of the police

and civilian clash which oc-

curred there on January 14.

The delegation was

greeted by anti-JSW project

residents of Dhinkia village.

The delegation members took

stock of the site where land ac-

quisition is carried out and be-

tel vines are demolished for the

JSW integrated steel plant.
They talked to the villagers and
inquired about their problems

with regard to the project. The

agitating villagers fumed

against the Odisha Govern-

ment alleging that police forces

were used to acquire land and

forcibly evict the villagers.

They said that the police have

unleashed a reign of terror and

the barbaric attack on the vil-

lagers who were holding a

peaceful agitation against the

steel mill on January 14 was an

indication of it. “Due to the

lathicharge, hundreds have

been injured with many of

them absconding from home

and hiding themselves fearing

police action. The police have

also lodged false cases against

the villagers, reopened cases

against a few villagers who were

active during the agitation

against Posco. This should stop,”

demanded the Congress team.

While addressing Dhinkia

residents, Chella Kumar de-

cried the Odisha

Government’s action against

the project opponents and as-

sured them of support by the

Congress in coming days.
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The Odisha Pradesh Kisan
Congress on Saturday accused
the State Government of
making a mess of  Kharif paddy
procurement. After a fact find-
ing study across the western
Odisha districts along with a
team of farmer leaders, State
president Amiya Kumar
Patnaik alleged that due to a
defective and delayed practice
in paddy procurement, farm-
ers are left with no option but
to fall victim to mill owners’
whims. As the Government is
not procuring paddy, thou-
sands of packets are left in
Mandis, even quintals of paddy
left damaged by untimely rain.
Because of late purchase, tokens
provided to farmers lapsed, said
the team. The 11- member
Kissan Congress delegation led
by Kantabanji MLA Santos
Singh Saluja and Patnaik also
alleged that in the name of
quality, the exploitative Katani-
Chatani system is going on and
farmers are forced to sell their
paddy on a bargained rate much
below the Minimum Support
Price (MSP) fixed by the Gov-
ernment.  "If the State Gov-
ernment fails to procurement
Kharif paddy on a war footing
basis, the farmers would give
the ruling party a befitting re-
ply in coming elections,"
Patnaik warned.
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Local POCSO Court Special Judge Bhaskar Chandra Sahu has
convicted a rape accused in Kandhamal district and sentenced
him to 10 years of imprisonment. Mukund Mallick had alleg-
edly raped a minor girl reading in Class-VII on November 16,
2016 in a forest and threatened her not to disclose the matter.
The victim’s family members lodged an FIR about the incident
at the Kotagarh police station. After examining 14 witnesses,
the doctor’s report and other evidences, the court awarded the
punishment besides imposing Rs 50,000 fine and in default to
undergo another six months’ jail term.
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A case has been lodged against

Union Minister of State for Jal

Shakti and Tribal Affairs

Bishweswar Tudu for allegedly beat-

ing up two officials of the

Mayurbhanj District Planning

Board here.

The case has been registered in

Tudu’s name at the Town police

station under Sections 323, 325,

294 and 506 of IPC based on the

allegations of attack levelled

against him by the two officials.

On the other hand, Tudu, who is

the Mayurbhanj MP, refuted the

allegations as purely false and base-

less and claimed that it is an at-

tempt to malign his image ahead

of the panchayat elections. "The

officers had come for a review, but

I turned them back saying I was

busy," said Tudu. Tudu allegedly

thrashed the District Planning

Board Deputy Director Ashwini

Mallik and Assistant Director

Debashis Mohapatra after calling

them to his BJP office for a review

meeting. Both officials, who have

suffered injuries, have been admit-

ted to the Baripada Medical Col-

lege Hospital. While Mallik has re-

portedly sustained minor injuries,

one of the hands of Mohapatra has

been fractured in the incident.

The OAS officers wore black

badges and organised silent pro-

tests in their office premises at

Baripada urging Tudu to behave in

a decent manner with Govern-

ment officials.
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The Odisha University of Agri-

culture and Technology (OUAT)

signed a memorandum of under-

standing (MoU) with the Interna-

tional Fertilizer Development Cen-

tre (IFDC), Gurgaon, on January

20 with an overarching goal to con-

tribute for improvement of liveli-

hoods of poor farmers by enhanc-

ing food and nutritional security

to achieve sustainable increases in

agricultural production.

The MoU was signed by OUAT

Vice-Chancellor Dr PK Agrawal and

IFDC Country Programme Man-

ager & Principal Scientist Dr YP

Saharawat. Dr Agrawal, said this col-

laboration would create an ambi-

ance of mutual learning and appli-

cation of proven technologies like

innovative fertiliser products,

fertiliser molecule with organic and

inorganic combination and soil

amendment measures. Adoption of

such technologies would improve the

efficiency of fertiliser utilisation and

benefit the farming community.

Former ICAR-DMR Director

Dr Sain Dass said the collaboration

would help in exchange of scientists,

experts and scientific literature for

strengthening research activities.
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Bhubaneswar : Netaji Subhas

Chandra Bose deserves due re-
spect, demanded the Protection
of Democratic Human Rights of
India (PDHRI) on Saturday. The
Prime Minister and the Chief
Minister have been tweeted in
this regard. PDHRI central sec-
retary Lingaraj Sahoo said, “In
his honour, Netaji’s photograph should be printed on currency notes.
Besides, Netaji's birth anniversary (January 23) should be declared a
national holiday and courses on Netaji should be included in school
curriculum. Moreover, four bogies of a train should be converted into a
mobile museum showcasing Netaji’s struggle for freedom.”
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Bhubaneswar : The driver of a speeding car was critically injured as the

vehicle plunged off the Palaspalli flyover here late on Friday late night. His
identity was yet to be ascertained. The driver lost control over the wheels,
leading to the mishap. Locals rescued him and rushed him to the Capital
Hospital. Police reached the spot and started a probe into the incident.
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Bhubaneswar : The Commissionerate police on Saturday arrested a

web channel editor for allegedly spreading misinformation on social
media against a DAV Public School. On basis of a complaint lodged by
the school authorities a few days back, the Chandrasekharpur police
summoned Metro TV editor Prakash Rath. Despite repeated notices,
Rath failed to depose before police. Also, he continued writing against
the school on social media. After registering a case against Rath under
Sections 467, 469, 500 and 504 of IPC and Section 67 of IT Act, police
arrested Rath and forwarded him to court.
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A delegation of 13 opposi-

tion political parties led by

Congress Seva Dal head Arjya

Kumar Jnanendra visited JSW

proposed project  s i te  at

Dhinkia village on Friday. They

came to study the ground re-

alities after the ill famous po-

lice excess occurred in village

on January 14.

The visiting leaders were

greeted by the villagers who

have been opposing the JSW

project in their locality. Hun-

dreds of villagers, including

women and chi ldren con-

verged at Phulakhai temple

and held interaction with the

delegation members.

The irate villagers decried

the State Government’s stand

and the police barbarism. Be-

sides they lambasted the forc-

ible land acquisition in the lo-

cality. Jnanendra demanded

immediate withdrawal of po-

lice forces from village so that

normalcy could be restored in
the area. The Left leaders de-

manded relocation of JSW

project site. Communist lead-
e r s  J a n a r d a n  P a t i ,  A s h i s

Kanungo, Lova Kanta Swain,

memb e rs  f rom  R SP,  A A P,
Samajawadi Party, CPI [ML]

and Forward Block were in

the delegation.
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Three youths stole around Rs

50,000 in cash from a medicine

store at IRC Village under the

Nayapalli police station here by

tricking its owner on Saturday.

The entire incident has been

captured in the CCTV camera in-

stalled at the shop. Initially, one of

the looters in the guise of a cus-

tomer arrived at the shop on the

pretext of buying some product.

Moments later, another miscreant,

also posing as a customer, turned

up and asked for a Horlicks packet.

After inquiring about the product’s

MRP, the second criminal handed

over some cash and escaped from

the spot along with the Horlicks

packet. Soon after realising that the
customer had given less money for

the product, the shopkeeper ran af-

ter him. Taking advantage of the
absence of the shopkeeper, a third

miscreant entered the shop and de-

camped with the money from the
cash counter.

Based on the complaint filed

by the shop owner, police started a

probe into the incident. In another

incident, multiple miscreants de-

camped with cash of around Rs

36,000 from another medicine

store in the Rabi Talkies area adopt-

ing the same modus operandi.
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Senior Odisha Administrative

Service (OAS) officer Indramani

Tripathy has been promoted to the

Indian Administrative Service

(IAS) cadre. He is the Director of

Information and Public Relations.

Total 11 OAS officers were on

Friday promoted to the IAS cadre.

The Department of Personnel and

Training (DoPT) in the Ministry

of Personnel, Public Grievances

and Pensions has issued a notifica-

tion in this regard. The officers are

Susamarani Devi, Dilip Routrai,

Sudhakar Burgi, Dr. Uddhaba

Chandra Majhi, Jyoti Kumar Lakra,

Indramani Tripathy, Subrata

Satapathy, Trilochan Pradhan, Alok

Kumar Kar, Susanta Kumar Dash

and Kamal Lochan Mishra.

The notification was issued in

consultation with the State Govern-

ment for the Select List of 2020 on

probation until further order and to

allocate them the Odisha Cadre.
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The National Human Rights Com-
mission (NHRC) has been informed
that an amount of Rs 1 lakh has al-
ready been paid to a victim of medi-
cal negligence whose urinary track

was cut while conducting family plan-

ning operation in the Dasapalla Com-

munity Health Centre.

In compliance of an order of

the NHRC acting on the petition

filed by activist and Supreme Court

lawyer Radhakanta Tripathy, the

Odisha Government submitted the

report with proof of payment.

Tripathy alleged that a doctor cut

the urinary bladder of a woman while

performing tubectomy on her at

Daspalla CHC in Nayagarh district

on July 16, 2019. He requested the

NHRC to take action against the

errant officials and compensate the

victim. The NHRC found the State

is vicariously liable for the act of its

doctors and medical staff and rec-

ommended a compensation of Rs

1lakh to victim Kalia Barad wife of

Rama Chandra Barad, a resident of

Ward No. 16 of Daspalla NAC.

The NHRC rejected the con-

tention of the State that all types

of pre medical check-up of the pa-

tient were done before the opera-

tion. It is pertinent to mention here

earlier acting on a petition by

Tripathy the NHRC directed the

Chief Secretary of Odisha in 2018

to pay a sum of Rs 14 lakh to 56

women, victims of sterilization by

use cycle pump in a camp con-

ducted in Angul district in Novem-

ber 2014. However, three victims

are not yet traced by the Govern-

ment and therefore deprived of

compensation till date.
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The United Nations (UN)

World Food Programme

(WFP) on Saturday hoisted a

multi-stakeholder interactive

and consultation session on

food security in Odisha on

digital mode in which over 80

policymakers, Government

actors, NGO partners,

academicians and corporate

houses deliberated together.

The objective was to

feedback inputs from different

sectors to make the WFP

Strategic Plan 2023-2027 for

Odisha more inclusive and

effective. Initiating the

deliberation, WFP India

Country Director Bishow

Parajuli said, “We are glad for

our partnership with Odisha as

the State is very much focused

on ensuring food security to

all. Odisha has been a centre of

innovative pilots and schemes

for improving food and

nutrition security. The world

has taken note of the innova-

tive programs launched by

Odisha and how these schemes

provided a food security

lifeline during the current

pandemic times. Application

of biometric technology in

making TDPS error-free, rice

fortification, nutritious food

in MDM and Anganwadi

Centres, State food security

programme, women-led take-

home ration production model

are some such interventions in

Odisha.” Chief Secretary Suresh

Mahapatra said, “Government

of Odisha is fully committed

for reducing poverty and

malnutrition. There has been a

significant reduction in rural

poverty; and food security has

improved to a great extent.

The partnership between WFP

and Odisha has been very

effective since last two

decades; and six more partner-

ship agreements in new areas

have been initiated in the last

year alone.”

He asked WFP to under-

take more technological

application for enhancing

outreach of the food security

net and improving access to

food security, more particu-

larly the for poor and vulner-

able sections. He emphasised

on aligning the strategic plan

towards SDG targets and

making it more outcome-

oriented.

Parajuli said the Strategic

Plan would be finalised soon

in collaboration with the

Odisha Government incorpo-

rating the inputs availed from

this interactive session.
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The Commissionerate police on

Saturday unearthed an adulterated

spice manufacturing unit at

Jagatpur of Cuttack and detained

two people in this connection.

Acting on a tipoff over produc-

tion of spices like substandard tur-

meric and chilli, the Jagatpur po-

lice conducted a raid on the unit

and stumbled upon a huge quan-

tity of packaged adulterated tur-

meric and chili powder. Raw mate-

rials, labels of some reputed brands

and machinery used in the process-

ing of spices were seized. Prelimi-

nary investigation revealed that the

manufacturing had been going on

in the factory for quite some time.

The unit was supplying adul-

terated spices to the markets in and

around Cuttack, including the

Malgodown. The fake products were

also being supplied to some

neighbouring districts. Interroga-

tion of the owner and staffs was on.
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Even as the nation is going

to celebrate Netaji Subhas

Chandra Bose’s 126th birth

anniversary on Sunday

(January 23), 58-year-old

Zakir Hussein Hazari remem-

bered his grandfather's

association with Netaji in his

village Korei in Jajpur

district.

"My grandfather Abdus

Sattar Hazari was first

associated with Subash

Chandra Bose during the

outbreak of the dreaded

Cholera was in the 1910s in

many rural areas and hun-

dreds of people were dying

like flies," said Hazari. He

said his grandfather died in

1970. But he worked with

Subhas to treat the Cholera

hit in the villages. "My father

three years back had donated

a wooden box of Netaji to the
Netaji Museum at  Cuttack.
He also donated  a lantern
and a stone glass of Netaji to
Mohammed Mustaque, a
lawyer of Kendrapada who

preserved these items in a
museum in his house," said
Hazari. He further informed
that as Zamindars, his family
members were well known in
the region. Subhas as friend
of his great grandfather at

the Ravenshaw Collegiate

School at Cuttack used to

come to their house many

times. Subash and his great

grandfather had treated many

cholera affected persons in

nearby villages. Subash had

brought bleaching powders

and some medicines in a

wooden box to treat the

patents, said Hazari. Subhas
during his stay in their house

used to drink water in that

stone glass, said Hazari.
Subash had stayed a week in

the house of Hazari when he

was treating the patients. In
1920s Subash had also visited

their house and spent two

days. At that time the area
was covered with hundreds of

trees. Subash used to take bath

in a tank in the middle of the
house for which the family is

keeping the tank in a perfect

manner even after so many

years.
Each year the villagers

observe Netaji's birthday on

January 23 in the village by
hoisting the flag of the Indian

National Army. "My grand

father during his lifetime
believed that Netaji did not

die in the air-crash. With

Japanese monetary, political,
diplomatic and military

assistance, he formed the Azad

Hind Government in exile,
regrouped and led the Indian

National Army in battle

against the allies at Imphal

and in Burma. But few

persons know about Subhas's

work in Korei,” said Dr

Manzoor Alli.
Writer Er Taraprasad

Mishra Said, "Netaji is one of
our most beloved national

heroes who made extraordi-
nary contribution to India's

freedom struggle. Netaji's

patriotism and sacrifice shall
always inspire us. We are

committed to strengthen the

spirit of freedom so strongly
espoused by him."



�������	���������	�
������
�� �������
� ��������

����� �()	�(.��

Stating that the districts
which were earlier

‘tagged’ as backward  districts
have now become a ‘catalyst’ for
the nation's development,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Saturday said that "hand
holding" of these "aspirational
districts" is in the sharp focus
of his Government.

Modi, who was  interacting
with District Magistrates
(DMs) of various districts via
video conferencing, said the
"success of aspirational dis-
tricts which in the last 75 years
were tagged as backward  and
left  behind have now become
a catalyst to nation's develop-
ment and progress".

He said "even Chief
Ministers would accept the
remarkable role and achieve-
ments of the aspirational dis-
tricts" which also "reflected
increasing federal cooperation
between states and the Centre".

He hailed "direct connect
between people in aspirational
districts and the government "
as also use of "technology and
innovation" in these areas.

Modi cited examples of
Assam, Bihar and Telangana
where, he said, "many success
stories have emerged"  ending
"malnutrition".

The Prime  Minister was

addressing top officials along
with  the state Chief  Ministers
regarding the implementation
of the key Government
schemes. He complimented
Chief Ministers for appointing
"young and sharp" officials in
the aspirational  districts and
also "ensuring their full tenure"
in the regions.

Modi said "handholding
of these districts is in focus" of
his government.

While admirimg inspired
leadership in aspirational dis-
tricts, the Prime Minister also
called for "recognizing strength
of aspirational districts and
combining people's desire to
progress with that of govern-
ment's efforts".

"District administrations
have an important role in good
governance. It helps govt to
implement the schemes in a
better way. Detail guidelines
should be made for field visits
and inspections," said the
Prime Minister.

Modi further stated that
every district needs to learn
from the success of others and
also evaluate their challenges. 

The Prime Minister also
called for a direct, emotional
connection between adminis-
tration and public to ensure
'top to bottom' as well as 'bot-
tom to top' governance flow.

During the interaction,
Prime Minister took direct
feedback about the progress
and present the status of the
implementation of government
schemes and programmes in
the districts.

"The interaction will help
review the performance and
ascertain the challenges that are
being faced," the PMO had ear-
lier said in an official statement.

The meeting comes ahead
of the upcoming Assembly
elections in five states. The five
states that are going to the polls
are Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Punjab, Goa, and
Manipur.
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The Army will field 16
marching contingents

while 17 military bands com-
prising the three Services will
enthrall the audience at this
year’s Republic Day parade.
The annual event will also see
25 tableaux of various States,
departments and armed forces.

The Army will be repre-
sented  by a mounted column
of cavalry, 14 mechanised
columns, six marching contin-
gents and a f ly past by
advanced light helicopters of its
aviation wing.The mechanised
columns of the Army will show
one PT-76 tank, one 

Centurion tank, two MBT
Arjun MK-I tanks, one APC
TOPAS armoured personnel
carriers, one BMP-I infantry
fighting vehicle and two BMP-
II infantry fighting vehicles,
officials said here on Saturday.

One 75/24 Pack howitzer,
two Dhanush howitzers, one
PMS bridge-laying system, two
Sarvatra bridge-laying systems,
one HT-16 electronic warfare
system, two Taran Shakti elec-
tronic warfare systems, one
Tiger Cat missile system and
two Akash missile systems will
also be part of the mechanised
columns. The six marching
contingents include Rajput
Regiment, Assam Regiment,
Jammu and Kashmir Light
Infantry, Sikh Light Infantry,
Army Ordnance Corps
Regiment and Parachute
Regiment.  One marching con-
tingent each of the Indian Air
Force and the Indian Navy will
also participate in the parade. 

Five marching contingents
of Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF), Central Industrial Police

Force (CISF), Sashastra Seema
Bal (SSB), Indian Coast Guard
(ICG)and Border Security Force
(BSF) will also participate.

Overall, there will be 16
marching contingents from the
armed forces, central paramil-
itary forces, Delhi Police,
National Cadet Corps (NCC),
National Service Scheme (NSS)
along with 17 military bands,
pipes and drum bands at the

parade.  Two Param Vir Chakra
and one Ashok Chakra
awardees will also participate in
this year's parade.

Before the commencement
of the parade, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will lead the
nation in paying homage to the
soldiers who made the supreme
sacrifice by laying a wreath at
the National War Memorial,
the official statement by the

army said. The parade will
begin at 10.30 am and end at 12
noon, it said.Two teams -- one
male team of Indo-Tibetan
Border Police (ITBP) and one
female team of Border Security
Officer (BSF) -- will perform
daring motorcycle display.

Lieutenant General Vijay
Kumar Mishra, General Officer
Commanding  Delhi Area, will
be the parade commander and

Major General Alok Kacker,
Chief of Staff Delhi Area, will
be the second-in-command of
the parade.  The parade will
start from Vijay Chowk and
end at the National Stadium
through the traditional route of
Rajpath, it said.

The Indian Navy's tableau
will depict the 1946 naval
uprising, which contributed in
the country's independence
movement, and its marching
contingent will be led by a
woman officer Lt Commander
Aanchal Sharma.  The tableau
will also show the navy's theme
of 'Combat Ready, Credible
and Cohesive'. 

The Ministry of Civil
Aviation tableau is showcasing
its “Udan” scheme (Ude Desh
Ka Aam Nagrik) this year.  In
the aircraft shaped tableau, the
front part showcases women
pilots depicting women power
in India’s aviation, as India
tops in women commercial
pilots, globally. 

The rear portion of the
tableau shows symbol of
Buddhism and motto of
UDAN- Sab Uden, Sab Juden.

The middle portion show-
cases Buddha circuit, featuring,
Buddha Statue at Gaya where
He attained enlightenment,
Dhamekh Stupa, Sarnath
where He delivered his first
sermon (Dharmachakra
Parivartan) and the
Mahaparinirvana Stupa,
Kushinagar where He attained
Mahaparinirvana.

Both sides of the middle
portion of the tableau depict her-
itage sites- Humayun tomb from
North, Konark sun temple in
East, Hampi temple chariot in
South and Ajanta caves in West,
connected with air services.
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People witnessing the
Republic Day parade this

year will get to see major
changes along the stretch in
terms of the new look of
Rajpath and facilities created
under the Government's ambi-
tious Central Vista redevelop-
ment project.

Red granite walkways
spreading 1.10 lakh square
metre with greenery all around,
133 light poles along the
Rajpath, 4,087 trees, 114 mod-
ern signages and stepped gar-
dens will be part of the rede-
veloped Central Vista in the
national capital.  

Union Housing and Urban
Affairs Minister Hardeep Singh
Puri, who visited the Central
Vista Avenue, said that a full
dress rehearsal parade will be
held here on Sunday.

According to the Union
Housing and Urban Affairs
Ministry, there will be a total of
915 light poles, including those

in gardens and along the
Rajpath between the Rashtrapati
Bhavan and the India gate, a
move aimed at making the
Central Vista more pedestrian-
friendly round the clock.

"In spite of (recent) rains,
etc., all the work is complete,"
Puri told reporters, adding
that only 25 trees have been
relocated and of them, 22 trees
have been shifted to another
location and three are here.
Although temporary bridges
on water bodies along the
Rajpath have been set up as
part of the Republic Day parade
arrangements, a total of 16 per-
manent ones will come up.

According to an official
document, eight amenity
blocks are being constructed
while four pedestrian under-
passes will come up in the
entire stretch. It shows that on
the developed stretch, 'Tree
Avenue' has 4,087 trees, but the
earlier number was 3,890. The
stretch also sports 422 red
granite benches.

Along the Rajpath, the
new red granite walkways
spreading 1,10,457 sqm have
been created, replacing bajri
sand that lined the ground
earlier. As many as 987 con-
crete bollards have been
installed on the Rajpath. A total
of 1,490 modern-look man-
holes have replaced the earlier
ones.

On January 11, Puri had
said the recent record rainfall
had delayed the Central Vista
Avenue redevelopment pro-
ject by “a day or two, but not
more”. Shapoorji Pallonji and
Company Limited is executing
the redevelopment work of the
Central Vista Avenue. The
redevelopment project of the
Central Vista -- the nation's
power corridor -- envisages a
new triangular Parliament
building, a common central
secretariat, revamping of the
three-km Rajpath, a new prime
minister's residence and prime
minister's office, and a new vice
president's enclave.
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The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) has con-

ducted searches at multiple
locations in Punjab in the 2021
bike IED blast case of Jalalabad.

The agency conducted
searches at five locations in
Taran Tarn, Fazilka and
Ferozepur districts of Punjab,
the NIA said in a statement.

During the searches that
continued till late on Friday, elec-
tronic gadgets, ammunition,
documents  and other incrimi-
nating materials have been
seized. Further investigation in
the case is continuing, it said.

The case relates to an
explosion in a Bajaj Platina bike
near Punjab National Bank,
Jalalabad City, police station
Jalalabad, Fazilka in which one
person namely Binder Singh
died on the spot.

“Initial investigation
revealed that accused were in
touch with Pakistan-based ter-
rorists/smugglers and were
recruited for carrying out ter-
rorist attacks in crowded areas
by triggering explosive devices,”
it said.

The case was first regis-
tered as FIR No 205/2021 dated
September 16, 2021 under var-
ious sections of the Explosive
Act at the police station City
Jalalabad, Fazilka, Punjab. The
NIA had re-registered the case
on October 1 last year.Till now
five accused persons have been
arrested in the case, it added.
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Former Congress president
Rahul Gandhi on Saturday

hit out at the Modi
Government accusing it of try-
ing to destroy public rights. 

Rahul said that the world’s
largest democracy is nothing
without public rights and asked
people whether they can imag-
ine India without fundamental
and public rights.

“What’s the point of the
world’s largest democracy with-
out public rights? The Modi
government has been trying to
destroy the rights of the pub-
lic from the beginning. Can
you even imagine India with-
out these rights including the
fundamental rights?” he said in
a social media post.

Rahul further listed out the
basic rights. “Right to food – so
that no one has to face hunger.
Right to Education- Today
every child goes to school,
makes a better tomorrow for

himself and for the country.
Right to Employment- Despite
the BJPs staunch opposition,
the UPA gave employment
security. Right to Information-
Transparency is another name
of democracy. People have the
right to question and get
answers. RTI was also given by
UPA. Which of these rights
does the PM object to? And
why?” he asked.

The Congress leader also
recalled a desperation by a sec-
tion of UPSC aspirants demand-
ing extra opportunities. "A del-
egation of UPSC aspirants met
me recently and shared their
serious concerns. The Centre
must find a viable solution in

dialogue with all stakeholders so
that time and opportunities lost
during the two years of pan-
demic don't cost our youth
their future," Rahul said on
Twitter with a special mention
Justice for Students.

Addressing the media
while launching the party’s
youth manifesto for Uttar
Pradesh Assembly Elections a
day earlier, Rahul had criticised
the BJP government for depriv-
ing the youth of opportunities. 

“Youth is the biggest
strength of India. They are
called demographic dividend;
Narendra Modi and the BJP
has converted it into a demo-
graphic disaster….India needs
a new vision and only the
Congress party can give that
vision to the country…The
BJP’s vision is not of the coun-
try’s vision,” he said .

He had also accused the
BJP government of taking the
unemployment rate to a record
high in the last 40 years.
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To ease the burden and meet
scarcity of allopathic med-

ical professionals, the
Government has roped in
AYUSH doctors  for providing
consultation on the eSanjeevini
OPD platform, a free health
service portal launched by the
Union Health Ministry with an
aim to provide better health-
care services to patients in
their homes.

It has been observed that
there has been a resurgence in
the demand of Ayush health-
care system, which has
increased exponentially in the
current period. Accordingly
the Centre has decided to rope
in AYUSH doctors from Ayush
institutes of the country for free
consultation on this portal,
said Dr Anupam Srivastava,
Director of Rashtriya Ayurveda
Vidyapeeth (RAV).

An autonomous organiza-
tion under the Ministry of
Ayush, has been assigned with
the responsibility as a nodal
agency to coordinate the pro-
gramme which includes induc-
tion training of doctors too on
the portal.

Dr Srivastava said, “We are
witnessing an increase in the
number of Covid-19 cases and
this rise has also affected the doc-
tors and other frontline health
workers in a big way. AYUSH

doctors are helping in easing the
burden and meeting the
demands of scarcity in a big way.

We all know that Ayurveda
and other AYUSH systems of
medicines have played a very
crucial role during the Covid-
19 pandemic for the last two
years and a larger section of the
society got benefitted through
it, he added.

In fact, the AYUSH
Ministry has also opera-
tionalised a dedicated com-
munity support pan-India
helpline to provide AYUSH-
based approaches and solutions
for the people grappling with
Covid-19.  Encouraged by the
positive results of alternate tra-
ditional medicines in fight
against Covid-19, the Centre
has asked the Union Health
Ministry to integrate the
Ministry of AYUSH to multi-
ply resources in the fight
against the pandemic, Union

Minister Sarbananda Sonowal
had also recently informed.

The AYUSH department
has also launched an ayurvedic
kit - "Ayuraksha Kit' - com-
prising Chyavanprash,
Sanshmani Vati, Anu Tail and
Ayush kadha - to improve the
immunity of people and keep
them healthy.

The Minister said that the
time tested AYUSH systems
have many evidence-based
interventions for the manage-
ment and treatment of Covid-
19.  India's AYUSH has report-
ed tremendous growth in the
last few years because of grow-
ing global and domestic
demand, enabled by research
and development in the sector.
According to a report from the
Ministry, with a turnover of
$18.1 billion, the market size of
the Indian AYUSH industry, as
a whole, has grown by 17 per
cent during 2014-2020.

����� �()	�(.��

Long Covid is affecting
human brains and nervous

systems at a deeper level and
there is an urgent need for sig-
nificant research into identify-
ing the full extent of its com-
plications and underlying caus-
es, according to researchers.

The viewpoint of Avindra
Nath, an Indian-American sci-
entist who specialises in neu-
roimmunology,  has been pub-
lished in the prestigious Science
journal. 

Nath, who is clinical direc-
tor of the National Institutes of
Health's National Institute of
Neurological Disorders and
Stroke(NINDS), along with
Serena Spudich from Yale
School of Medicine,
Connecticut, said that the med-
ical community needs to care-
fully study individuals with
Long Covid categorized by
their specific symptoms. 

"It is crucial to the devel-
opment of diagnostic and ther-
apeutic tools to identify and

treat what is becoming an ever-
increasing public health con-
cern," emphasized Nath. 

Neurological symptoms
that have been reported with
acute Covid-19 include loss of
taste and smell,
headaches,stroke, delirium and
brain inflammation. "There
does not seem to be extensive
infection of brain cells by the
virus, but the neurological
effects may be caused by
immune activation, neuro-
inflammation and damage to
brain blood vessels," they
wrote. 

Long Covid can include a
wide variety of symptoms in
the brain and nervous system
that range from a loss of taste

and smell, impaired concen-
tration, fatigue, pain, sleep dis-
orders, autonomic disorders
and/or headache to psycho-
logical effects such as depres-
sion or psychosis. Nath and
Spudich have outlined the cur-
rentscientific understanding of
the potential body responses to
acute Covid-19infection and
how those responses could
lead to Long Covid symptoms.

They also drew parallels
between the symptoms expe-
rienced by individuals with
Long Covid to those living with
m y a l g i c
encephalomyelitis/chronic
fatigue syndrome (ME/CFS) or
post-Lyme Disease, which sug-
gests there could be common
risk factors involved.

"Owing to the significant
variability in symptoms from
person to person and the fact
that many individuals with
LongCovid were healthy prior
to a relatively mild Covid-19
infection", the scientists have
highlighted the urgent need for
global research efforts.
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Around 2,000 cadre of  various
militant groups living in desig-

nated camps after signing a tripar-
tite Suspension of Operation (SoO),
a ceasefire pact, with the State and
Central Governments in 2008, will
now cast their votes in the forth-
coming Assembly polls in Manipur.
Although they will not go to the
polling stations to cast their vote,
they have been allowed to vote
through Postal Ballots. 

The Election Commission (EC)
has allowed members of Manipur
militant groups that signed ceasefire
agreements with the government,
whose names are listed in the elec-
toral rolls and who are currently
residing at various designated camps
to vote in the forthcoming assembly
polls by postal ballot. The state
polls are scheduled to be held in two
phases on February 27 and March 3.

According to the office of the
Chief Electoral Officer, Manipur,  the
EC has allowed the cadres of the pro-
talks militant outfits which are under
ceasefire agreements with the gov-
ernment and those who are currently
residing at various designated camps
in the state to cast their votes.

The decision was made consid-
ering that a number of persons
belonging to the SoO and MoU
groups living in the 14 designated
camps in Manipur have been

enrolled in the electoral rolls of var-
ious assembly constituencies of the
state. The poll panel has taken the
decision in exercise of powers con-
ferred by clause (c) of Section 60 of
the Representation of the People Act,
1951 and in consultation with the
central government and state gov-
ernment.

According to officials, over 20
Kuki militant groups operating in the
state under two conglomerate groups
— United People’s Front (UPF) and
Kuki National Organisation (KNO)
— had signed a tripartite Suspension
of Operation (SoO), a ceasefire pact
with the state and central govern-
ments in 2008.

The EC has directed that these
electors shall be allowed to vote by
postal ballot, taking into account the
right of franchise of such electors as
they cannot move out of the said des-
ignated camps, the statement 
said. 

The notification further men-
tioned that a survey shall be made for
appropriate location of Postal Ballot
Facilitation Centers (PBFC) for dis-
tribution, recording, collection of PB
in different camps of SoO and MoU
groups.

Manipur has a total of 60
Assembly constituencies. In the first
phase, elections will be held for as
many as 38 constituencies and the
remaining 22 constituencies will
vote in the second phase.
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Moscow: With tens of thou-
sands of Russian troops posi-
tioned near Ukraine, the
Kremlin has kept the US and its
allies guessing about its next
moves  in the worst security
crisis to emerge between
Moscow and the West since the
Cold War.

Amid fears of an imminent
attack on Ukraine, Russia has
further upped the ante by
announcing more military
drills in the region. It also has
refused to rule out the possi-
bility of military deployments
to the Caribbean, and President
Vladimir Putin has reached out
to leaders opposed to the West.

The military muscle-flex-
ing reflects a bold attempt by
the Kremlin to halt decades of
NATO expansion after the end
of the Cold War. In talks with
the United States, Russia
demands legally binding guar-
antees that the alliance will not
embrace Ukraine and other
former Soviet nations, or place
weapons there.

It also wants NATO to
pull back its forces from coun-
tries in Central and Eastern
Europe that joined the alliance
since the 1990s.Putin has
described NATO membership
for Ukraine and the others as

well as the alliance's weapons
deployments there as a red line
for Moscow, warning that he
would order unspecified "mil-
itary-technical measures" if the
demands aren't met.

Putin pointed to NATO
drills with the Ukrainian mil-
itary, increasingly frequent vis-
its of the alliance warships in
the Black Sea and the flights of
US bombers near Crimea to
emphasize the urgency of
Russia's security demands. He
argued that by creating train-
ing centres in Ukraine, Western
powers can establish a military
foothold there even without its

joining NATO.
"We have nowhere to

retreat," Putin said. "They
have taken it to the point
where we simply must tell
them: Stop!'" Russia,
which annexed Ukraine's
Crimean Peninsula in 2014,
has denied it intends to attack
its neighbour. Last year, how-
ever, Putin issued a stark
warning that an attempt by
Ukraine to reclaim control of
the areas in the east con-
trolled by Russia-backed sep-
aratists would have "grave
consequences for Ukrainian
statehood". AP

Washington: US President Joe Biden and
Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida have
agreed to "push back" against China's attempts
to change the status quo in the East China Sea
and the South China Sea, and highlighted the
importance of the Quad grouping as a critical
forum for promoting a free and open Indo-
Pacific region.

During the 80-minute virtual meeting on
Friday, their first formal summit meeting,
Biden said the age-old alliance between the US
and Japan is the cornerstone of peace and secu-
rity in the strategic Indo-Pacific region and
across the world.

"It was an honour to meet with Prime
Minister Kishida to further strengthen the US-
Japan alliance - the cornerstone of peace and
security in the Indo-Pacific and around the
world," Biden said in a tweet after the meeting.

"As Indo-Pacific powers, the United States
and Japan are united in a shared purpose to sus-
tain and enhance our commitment to the
region," the White House said in a readout of
the meeting.

"The two leaders resolved to push back
against the People's Republic of China (PRC)'s
attempts to change the status quo in the East
China Sea and South China Sea," it said.

The US, India and several other world pow-
ers have been talking about the need to ensure
a free, open and thriving Indo-Pacific in the
backdrop of China's aggressive military manoeu-
vring in the region.

The Chinese military is actively eying the
strategic Indian Ocean region to step up

Beijing's influence. China claims nearly all of the
disputed South China Sea, though Taiwan, the
Philippines, Brunei, Malaysia and Vietnam all
claim parts of it.

Beijing has built artificial islands and mil-
itary installations in the South China Sea. China
also has territorial disputes with Japan in the East
China Sea. The US maintains it will support its
regional allies in the defence of a free and open
Indo-Pacific region.

The Japanese government said in a statement
that "the two leaders shared the intention to
coordinate closely under the strong Japan-US
alliance and to deepen cooperation with like-
minded countries such as Australia, India,
ASEAN, and Europe, toward realising a 'Free and
Open Indo-Pacific'".

Biden and Kishida said they remain com-
mitted to working closely with allies and part-
ners in the Indo-Pacific region and beyond.

The two leaders highlighted the importance
of the Quad - Australia, Japan, India, and the
United States - as a critical forum for promot-
ing a free and open Indo-Pacific region, accord-
ing to the White House readout.

They also decided to ensure that the Quad
delivers practical results in areas such as
COVID-19 response, climate and clean energy,
and infrastructure.

In 2017, India, Australia, Japan and the US
gave shape to the long-pending proposal of set-
ting up the "Quad" or the Quadrilateral coali-
tion to counter China's aggressive behaviour in
the strategically-vital Indo-Pacific 
region. PTI
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The Baltic nations of
Estonia, Latvia and

Lithuania will send US-made
anti-tank and anti-aircraft mis-
siles to Ukraine in a move that
Washington says it is fully
endorsing amid Kyiv's escalat-
ing tensions with Russia. 

US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken said in a tweet
posted on Saturday that
Washington saluted the three
NATO nations and former
Soviet republics "for their long-
standing support to Ukraine". 

"I expedited and autho-
rized and we fully endorse
transfers of defensive equip-
ment @NATO Allies Estonia
Latvia Lithuania are providing
to Ukraine to strengthen its
ability to defend itself against
Russia's unprovoked and irre-
sponsible aggression," Blinken
said in another tweet.

Dmitry Peskov, spokesper-
son for Russian President
Vladimir Putin, earlier this
week described western arms
supplies to Ukraine as
extremely dangerous and said
they "do nothing to reduce ten-
sions." 

Moscow has massed tens
of thousands of troops at the
border with Ukraine, leading
to fears of an invasion. 

The West has rejected
Moscow's main demands -
promises from NATO that
Ukraine will never be added
as a member, that no alliance
weapons will be deployed
near Russian borders, and
that it will pull back its forces
from Central and Eastern
Europe.

A meeting Friday between
Blinken and Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov ended
with no breakthrough.

In a joint statement pub-
lished late Friday, the defense
ministers of the three Baltic
states said they "stand united
in our commitment to
Ukraine's sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity in face of
continued Russian aggres-
sion." 

They said Estonia would
provide Ukraine with Javelin
anti-tank weapons while Latvia
and Lithuania were sending
Stinger anti-aircraft missiles
and other related equipment to
bolster Kyiv's defensive mili-
tary capabilities.

Bangkok: Two prominent polit-
ical activists in military-ruled
Myanmar have been sentenced
to death for alleged involvement
in terrorist activities, an army
television station has reported.

Myawaddy TV said on its
evening news broadcast on
Friday that Kyaw Min Yu, bet-
ter known as Ko Jimmy, and
Phyo Zeyar Thaw, also known
as Maung Kyaw, were convict-
ed under the country's counter-
terrorism law. 

They were found guilty of
offenses involving explosives,
bombings and financing ter-
rorism.

Both have been detained
since their arrests, unable to
comment on the allegations,
and no lawyer ever emerged to
comment on their behalf. Min
Yu's wife, Nilar Thein, in
October denied the allegations
lodged against her husband.

Details of their trials were
unavailable because the pro-
ceedings were carried out in a
closed military court. It was
unclear if their two cases were
linked.

Modern-day Myanmar has
a record of rarely carrying out
death sentences.

The two are among the

most prominent activists to be
given death sentences since the
military in February last year
seized power from the elected
government of Aung San Suu
Kyi.

Its takeover sparked wide-
scale popular protests, which
have since turned into a low-
level insurgency after nonviolent
demonstrations were met with
deadly force by the security
forces.

Almost 1,500 civilians are
estimated to have been killed,
and more than 11,000 arrest car-
ried out for political offenses.

Some resistance factions
have engaged in assassinations,
drive-by shootings and bomb-
ings in urban areas, The main-
stream opposition organiza-
tions generally disavow such
activities, while supporting
armed resistance in rural areas,
which are more often subject to
brutal military attacks. AP

New York: A New York City
police officer lay in a hospital
Saturday after being critically
wounded in a shooting in a
Harlem apartment that left a
fellow officer dead, authorities
said.

The man who shot them
with a stolen gun was also in
critical condition, wounded by
a third officer who fired at him
as he tried to flee, officials said.

The two officers were shot
Friday night while answering a
call about an argument between
a woman and her adult son. 

Officer Jason Rivera, 22,
was killed, and Officer Wilbert
Mora, 27, was critically wound-
ed, authorities said.

Police had no update on
Mora's condition Saturday
morning but said he remained
hospitalised. 

The man police say shot
them, 47-year-old Lashawn J.
McNeil, also was critically
wounded and hospitalized,
authorities said.

Authorities said the three
officers went to the apartment
after a call came in from a
woman needing help with
McNeil, her son. Officers spoke
with the woman and another
son, but there was no mention
of a weapon.

Rivera and Mora walked
from the front of the apartment
down a hallway, and McNeil
swung open a bedroom door

and opened fire, Chief of
Detectives James Essig said.

As McNeil tried to flee, a
third officer who had stayed
with McNeil's mother in the
front of the apartment shot at
McNeil and wounded him in
the head and arm, Essig said.

They were among the four
officers shot in the city in as
many days, prompting an emo-
tional response from Mayor
Eric Adams.

"This was just not an attack
on these brave officers," Adams
said Friday night. "This was an
attack on the city of New York."
Rivera joined the force in
November 2020. Mora has been
with the NYPD for four years.

Adams, three weeks into
his job, called for federal
authorities to do more to round
up stolen guns like the one used
in Friday's shooting.

Police said the gun used in
Friday night's shooting, a .45-
caliber Glock with a high-
capacity magazine capable of
holding up to 40 extra rounds,
had been stolen in Baltimore in
2017.

McNeil was on probation
for a 2003 drug conviction in
New York City. He also had
several out-of-state arrests. 

In 1998, he was arrested in
South Carolina on suspicion of
unlawfully carrying a pistol, but
records show the matter was
later dismissed. AP

Brookhaven (US):A stray bul-
let struck and killed and
English astrophysicist while he
was inside an Atlanta-area
apartment, and police say the
death was the result of "reck-
less" gunfire by random indi-
viduals.

Matthew Willson, 31, of
Chertsey, Surrey, England, was
shot once in the head while lay-
ing in bed, Brookhaven police
announced Thursday. The
shooting happened early
Sunday morning.

Willson was in Brookhaven
visiting his girlfriend,
Katherine Shepard. She told
WSB-TV that the bullet came
through the wall of her apart-
ment, from a neighbouring
apartment complex. She called
911.

"I held him for another 20
minutes while we waited for the
ambulance," she said. "And
while we were waiting, there
were more gunshots fired."

Willson was taken to a
hospital and later pronounced
dead. AP

Peshawar: The Islamic State's
Afghanistan affiliate, dubbed
Islamic State Khorasan or IS-K,
posed a bigger threat to peace
and integrity of Pakistan's
restive province of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa than the out-
lawed Tehreek-i-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP), the provincial
police said on Saturday. 

The IS-K, which has
stepped up attacks in several
cities in Afghanistan after the
Taliban seized power in Kabul
in August last year, was also
responsible for carrying out a
spate of terror attacks against
Pakistan's security officials in
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province.  

"I see IS-K as a bigger
threat to peace and security in
the province compared to the
TTP in near future," Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa police chief
Moazzam Jah Ansari said.  

In October last year, IS-K
had also claimed responsibili-
ty for the killing of a well-
known Sikh hakeem named
Sardar Satnam Singh (Khalsa),
who practised Unani medicine
here in the provincial capital.  

At least three police per-
sonnel were killed in different
parts of the province in the
months of October and
November.  

Ansari said following these
sustained attacks, police had

busted a cell of the IS-K in
Peshawar on December 20 last
year.  

While both TTP and IS-K
were responsible for attacks on
security forces in Pakistan,
Ansari believed that the latter
posed a great threat because
when one of its cells became
dysfunctional, another cell
began operations.  

"These [militant] outfits
are operating in small groups
and the neutralisation of one
cell does not end the possibil-
ity of another cell resorting to
similar acts," Ansari explained.  

He said that there had
been security issues in North
and South Waziristan tribal dis-
tricts, but the security officials
had acted swiftly to enforce the
writ of the state.  

Ansari said the provincial
and federal governments were
focusing on development of

tribal areas and creating
employment opportunities for
the youth.  

"These efforts will motivate
the people to support govern-
ment efforts for peace," he
opined.  

The police chief said his
force had completed the train-
ing of 17,000 out of 27,000
Levies and Khasadar Force
personnel in the tribal districts.  

The police force was work-
ing in tandem with Pakistan's
armed forces for bringing peace
back in the region, Ansari
added.

According to a US State
Department's report, IS-K
received funding from its par-
ent organisation, the militant
Islamic State group (IS), with
additional funding coming
from "illicit criminal com-
merce, taxes and extortion
activities." PTI

Beirut:Kurdish-led fighters
advanced slowly Saturday
under the cover of US-led
coalition air power in Syria's
northeast. Intense clashes with
Islamic State militants took
place around a prison where
thousands of extremists were
held, officials said.

Fighting broke out
Thursday night when IS
unleashed its biggest attack in
Syria since the fall of its
"caliphate" three years ago.
More than 100 militants
assaulted the main prison hold-
ing suspected extremists in
the northeastern city of
Hassakeh, sparking a battle
with US-backed Kurdish fight-
ers that has so far left dozens
dead.

Despite their defeat in Syria
nearly three years ago, IS sleep-
er cells have carried out dead-
ly attacks against US-backed
fighters of the Kurdish-led
Syrian Democratic Forces as
well as government forces on
the west bank of the Tigris
River in eastern Syria.

The group's territorial con-
trol in Syria and Iraq, where
they once declared their
"caliphate" was crushed by a
years-long US-backed cam-
paign. But its fighters contin-
ued with sleeper cells that have
increasingly killed scores of

Iraqis and Syrians in past
months.

The US-backed Kurdish-
led Syrian Democratic Forces
brought more reinforcements
into Hassakeh in an attempt to
regain control of areas taken by
IS, residents said. More civilians
fled the areas of fighting as
sounds of explosions echoed in
the city and black smoke bil-
lowed from the Gweiran Prison
area on the southern edge of
Hassakeh.

Hassakeh Governor
Ghassan Khalil told Syrian
state media that some 4,000
civilians have fled to areas
controlled by Syrian govern-
ment forces in the city and its
suburbs.

The IS attack targeted
Gweiran Prison, the largest of
around a dozen facilities run
by US-backed Syrian Kurdish
forces holding suspected IS
fighters. Gweiran holds some
5,000, including IS comman-
ders and figures considered
among the most dangerous.

"The battles are taking
place on the edge of the prison,"
SDF spokesman Siamand Ali
told The Associated Press,
adding that most of the prison
is under their control apart
from a small part that is held
by rioting prisoners. He added
that fighting is also ongoing in

the nearby Zuhour neigh-
bourhood, where IS fighters
were holed up.

Ali said SDF fighters and
US-led coalition aircraft tar-
geted a technical academy
building where dozens of
"Daesh terrorists took posi-
tions". Ali, who used an Arabic
acronym to refer to IS, said SDF
fighters are advancing slowly in
order to protect the lives of
civilians as IS gunmen are
holed up in alleys and in resi-
dential homes.

Ali said some 45 IS gun-
men were killed in the fighting,
adding that a statement will be
issued later about the casualties
among SDF fighters.

The Britain-based Syrian
Observatory for Human
Rights, an opposition war
monitor, said that since
Thursday night, 78 people
have been killed, including 45
IS gunmen, 28 Kurdish fight-
ers and five civilians. The
Observatory added that SDF
fighters were using loud
speakers to call on IS fighters
to surrender but the extrem-
ists refused.

On Friday, the SDF's top
military commander, Mazloum
Abadi, said IS mobilised "most
of its sleeper cells" to organise
the prison break. 

AP
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APakistani anti-terrorism court
has sentenced a 27-year-old man

to one year of imprisonment and
imposed a fine for justifying the
lynching of a Sri Lankan citizen in a
video, which went viral on his
YouTube channel.

On December 3 last year, a mob
of over 800 men, including support-
ers of hardline Islamist party Tehreek-
e-Labbaik Pakistan (TLP), attacked a
garment factory in Sialkot district,
some 100 km from Lahore, and
lynched its general manager Priyantha
Kumara, 47, and burned his body over
allegations of blasphemy.

Toronto:A team of researchers, including
an Indian-origin scientist at the prestigious
University of British Columbia, has become
the first in the world to conduct a molec-
ular-level structural analysis of the
Omicron spike protein, which could help
accelerate the development of more effec-
tive treatments against the variant.

Spike protein helps the virus enter

and infect cells.Dr Sriram Subramaniam,
professor in UBC faculty of medicine's
department of biochemistry and molec-
ular biology, said that Omicron has
greater binding affinity than the original
SARS-CoV-2 virus, with levels more
comparable to what seen with the Delta
variant.

PTI
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Mumbai: The Travel Agents
Association of India (TAAI)
has sought 'One India One
Tourism' approach, which is
inclusive of 'One Tax Structure,'
in the forthcoming Union
Budget to revive the pandem-
ic-hit domestic travel, tourism
and hospitality industry.

Besides, the Association
has sought bringing Aviation
Turbine Fuel (ATF) under the
ambit of GST to make air trav-
el “more viable” for all stake-
holders as well as extension of
the Emergency Credit Line
Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS).

There are several aspects
which can be expected in the
upcoming Budget to support
the entire sector of 'travel
tourism and hospitality,' which
will help in making this sector
revive and survive, TAAI,
which is headed by Jyoti Mayal,
said in a statement on Saturday.

“For this, it is extremely
important for both the central
and state governments to work
in tandem to facilitate this sec-
tor and support it to be includ-
ed in the concurrent list to get
Industry status to make it more
structured,” the Association
said.

TAAI said the
Government should strive to
increase the disposable income
of the middle classes to spur
that discretionary spending.
According to the travel agents
body, concrete steps should be
taken to improve cash flows
and reduce the working capi-
tal burden on startups, existing

MSMEs and SMEs along with
access to easy credit, reducing
income tax rate and GST rate,
abolishment of tax collected at
source (TCS) and wage support
with ease of business.

Besides, strengthening
MSMEs, creating a fund of
funds scheme for technology
adoption for use in industry
4.0, reviving the Credit Linked
Capital Subsidy Scheme
(CLCSS) for technology upgra-
dation are the other steps TAAI
is expecting in the forthcoming
Union Budget, it said.
To revive this struggling sector,
“we need 'One India One
Tourism' approach inclusive
of 'One Tax Structure,” TAAI
said in the statement, adding
that, important points to be
considered are e-visa fees waiv-
er for all tourist visas for 2022-
2023, to support inbound
revival export status for
tourism export earnings.

It has also sought double
expenditure allocation for the
tourism ministry to enable
intensive global reach-out to
support the inbound revival as

well as domestic income tax
travel credit for Indian citizens
and Indian companies to sup-
port domestic retail and
domestic MICE (meetings,
incentives, conferences and
exhibitions)pick-up.
The Association is also looking
at a global bidding fund in the
Union Budget 2022-23 to
enable bidding support to
Indian MICE companies to
bring global MICE events to
India, as per TAAI. Lastly

and most vital is a structured
mechanism to secure travel
agents' payments to ensure
security for travel agents and
operators' survival, it said.

TAAI added that travel
agents' payments to principals
are unsecured credit and there
is need to ensure that some
form of mechanisms, whether
escrow or guarantee or under-
writing based mechanisms, are
in place for securing travel
agents money. PTI

��������	����������
�����
����
����������� �
�����!��

New Delhi: India's hotel and
restaurant industry has urged
the Centre to make travel
expenses deductible under IT
returns in Budget FY23.

Notably, the sector has
been heavily battered due to the
Covid-19 pandemic and the
subsequent restrictions
imposed to check the infec-
tions' spread.

According to Gurbaxish
Singh Kohli, Vice President,
Federation of Hotel &
Restaurant Associations of
India, since foreign travel is at
least 12-15 months away from
returning to the pre-pandem-
ic levels, Centre should give
impetus on domestic travel.

"We have requested
Finance Minister to allow

domestic travel for individuals
and corporates to be a
deductible expense in their IT
returns. This tax incentive
could be offered for a fixed
number of years until hospi-
tality comes back to pre-pan-
demic conditions," Kohli told
IANS.

"The move will encourage
the 28 million-plus people who
otherwise travel out of the
country, to holiday in India. We
also ask for a review of the deci-
sion to introduce LTC cash
vouchers in lieu of LTC fare to
the Central Government
employees."

Besides, the hospitality
industry has asked the Centre
to be granted the infrastructure
status.
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New Delhi: Power solution
provider PTC India arm PTC
India Financial Services (PFS)
board could not hold its scheduled
board meeting on Saturday in the
absence of all independent direc-
tors, a source said.

On Wednesday, the three
independent directors -- Kamlesh
Shivji Vikamsey, Santosh B Nayar
and Thomas Mathew -- resigned
enmasse from the board of PFS
citing corporate governance issues.
The source told PTI that the PFS
cannot hold board meeting in the
absence of all three independent

directors as per the norms of
Securities and Exchange Board of
India (SEBI).        The source also
stated that now the company will
have to seek SEBI permission or
exemption for holding its board
meeting.        The queries sent to
PFS remained unanswered.
Earlier on Friday, PTC India
CMD Rajib Kumar Mishra had
told in a virtual press conference
that PFS board will be meeting on
Saturday. However, he had not
divulged the details about agenda
of the meeting saying it was con-
fidential.  

At present, there are three
members on board of the PFC,
Rajib Kumar Mishra (CMD of
PTC India), Pankaj Goel (CFO
PTC India) and PFS MD and CE
Pawan Singh.        Earlier this week,
independent director of the PTC
India, Rakesh Kacker, in his res-
ignation letter, had said that
despite best efforts, the "indepen-
dent directors could not con-
vince the management of PTC and
PFS to take proper action to run
the company in accordance with
what we considered the correct
course of action". PTI
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New Delhi: Setting up of 1
crore public wifi hotspots
across the country by this
year as envisaged under
the present telecom policy
has the potential to create 2-
3 crore job opportunities, a
senior government official
said on Saturday.

Telecom Secretary K
Rajaraman while speaking
at Broadband India Forum
(BIF) event called upon
wifi equipment makers to
lower the cost of their products for the
expansion of Prime Minister's Wi-Fi
Access Network Interface (PM-WANI)
scheme which aims to set up wifi
hotspots across the country.

"Given by conservative estimate
of each hotspot enabling 2-3 direct and
indirect employment opportunities,
the creation of 10 million hotspots as
per the NDCP (National Digital
Communications Policy) target by
2022 would potentially generate 20-30
million job opportunity in the small
and medium scale sectors," Rajaraman
said.

Public wifi hotspots have
immense potential to act as catalysts
for rural economy and as a means of
rural livelihood besides propelling
socio-economic growth by providing
employment opportunities for millions
of small local and village entrepre-
neurs. "Sprawling manufacturing
units will be needed to produce mil-
lions of access points for PM WANI
which is the core of the Atmanirbhar
Bharat Mission and would lead to
therefore more job creation,"
Rajaraman said.

According to the PM-WANI por-
tal, over 56,000 wifi hotspots have been

deployed across the country till date.
Rajaraman said that he wants more
entrepreneurs to join PM-WANI pro-
gramme facilitated by C-DoT.

"We also want local communities
to join PM-WANI scheme whole-
heartedly. We will be happy to facili-
tate existing entrepreneurs in local
neighborhoods especially local cable
operators, internet service providers,
tourism operators  etc to come forward
and help proliferate WANI access
points across the country," he said.

BIF announced the launch of BIF
Connectivity Accelerator Programme
in partnership with Meta (formerly
Facebook) to enable entrepreneurs and
startups build innovative connectivi-
ty solutions and support the public wifi
ecosystem.

"This (BIF Connectivity
Accelerator) virtual programme will
give startups the opportunity to part-
ner with BIF to help develop relevant
use cases and help scale their busi-
nesses. We appeal to all stakeholders
to come together and join hands with
us to expeditiously and effectively
implement this national mission," BIF
president TV Ramachandran 
said. PTI

New Delhi: Jio has completed
5G network coverage plan-
ning for top 1,000 cities in the
country and is augmenting its
fibre capacity as well as running
pilot across sites, a senior com-
pany official said during a pre-
sentation. 

The company has created
teams to focus on dedicated
solutions for 5G deployment in
India, Reliance Jio Infocomm
President Kiran Thomas said
on Friday evening.

"5G coverage planning
has been completed for 1,000
top cities across the country. Jio
has been doing trials on
advanced use cases across
healthcare and industrial
automation on its 5G net-
work," Jio said in a statement.

Thomas during the pre-
sentation said that the compa-
ny is running a 5G pilot in mul-
tiple cities and network plan-
ning for the roll out of 5G using
3D maps and ray tracing tech-
nology is going on. "We are
using the most modern
approaches towards network
planning, especially 3D maps
and ray tracing technology
because 5G is pretty unique
technology, which requires

very advanced network plan-
ning techniques, and we are
undertaking that for all of
India, so that as and when the
approvals are received for us to
roll out this network, we will be
well geared-up to prioritise
our rollout, where we can make
the maximum contribution,"
Thomas said.

Auction for 5G spectrum
is expected to be held in the
first quarter of the next finan-
cial year.  

Reliance Jio reported to
close the third quarter which
ended December 31 with net
addition of 1.02 crore cus-
tomers year-on-year (YoY) at
42.1 crore. The sub-
scriber base, however, declined
on a quarter-on-quarter basis.
"We closed the quarter at 421
million subscribers. That was a
reduction of 8.4 million, but the
gross addition continued to be
very strong 34.6 million. And
the reduction was really on
account of SIM consolidation
and some of the less active cus-
tomers, now with tariff increas-
es, etc, looking at consolidating
uses in a single SIM," Reliance
Jio head of strategy Anshuman
Thakur said.

On a reported number
basis, Jio's ARPU remained
almost flat but the company's
average revenue per user
(ARPU) increased by 8.4 per
cent to � 151.6 on a year-on-
year after making adjustments
interconnection usage charges
(IUC) which it had to pay to
other operators. The IUC
charges have become nil from
January 1, 2021. Jio
Platforms posted an 8.8 per
cent increase in net profit at
�3,795 crore for the third quar-
ter ended December 2021.
It had posted a net profit of
�3,486 crore in the same peri-
od a year ago. Gross
revenue from operations
increased by 5.76 per cent to
�24,176 crore from � 22,858
crore in the October-December
2020 period.

Reliance Jio Infocomm Ltd
(RJIL), the telecom services
arm of Jio Platforms, posted a
9.8 per cent rise in net profit at
�3,615 crore for the quarter,
compared to �3,291 crore in
the year-ago period.
RJIL's revenue from opera-
tions increased 4.62 per cent to
�19,347 crore from � 18,492
crore earlier. PTI 

Mumbai: Private sector lender
ICICI Bank on Saturday
reported a nearly 19 per cent
jump in its consolidated prof-
it to �6,536 crore for the quar-
ter ended in December 2021,
helped by higher net interest
income (NII) and lower provi-
sions.

The bank had posted
a profit after tax of  � 5,498
crore in the year-ago period.

"It was an all-round
growth. We had an NII growth
of 23 per cent and core oper-
ating profit also grew by 25 per
cent. Our provisions declined
by 27 per cent,” the lender's
Executive Director Sandeep
Batra told reporters here.

However, total income was
lower at �39,865.80 crore in the
third quarter this fiscal com-
pared to � 40,419.08 crore in
the same quarter a year ago,
according to a regulatory filing.
On a standalone basis, the
profit after tax jumped by 25
per cent to � 6,194 crore in the
third quarter of FY2022 com-
pared to �4,940 crore in the
same quarter of FY2021. Total
income increased to �
27,069.67 crore from �24,416
crore in the year-ago period.

Net interest income (NII)
jumped by 23 per cent year-on-
year to �12,236 crore compared
to �9,912 crore. Net interest
margin (NIM) stood at 3.96 per
cent compared to 3.67 per cent
in the year-ago quarter.      

Fee income grew by 19
per cent year-on-year to �4,291
crore from � 3,601 crore in the
same period of the previous fis-
cal.       

Treasury income declined
to �88 crore during the report-
ing quarter compared to � 766
crore in Q3 FY2021. The trea-
sury income in Q3 FY2021
included a gain of �329 crore
from sale of shares of ICICI
Securities, the lender said in a
release.

Gross non-performing
assets (GNPA) ratio was at
4.13 per cent in the third quar-
ter as against 4.38 per cent in
the year-ago quarter. Net NPA

stood at 0.85 per cent from 0.63
per cent in the year-ago peri-
od.

Speaking of the impact of
the third wave of Covid-19,
Batra said, “As things stand
today, the third wave may have
created local disruptions. We
do not anticipate, at this point
of time, any significant eco-
nomic disruptions to the port-
folio that we have."          

The lender has a Covid
provision of �6,425 crore,
which it did not release during
the December quarter, he said.
Provisions (excluding provision
for tax) declined by 27 per cent
to �2,007 crore from � 2,742
crore. The gross addition to
NPAs during the quarter was
about �4,018 crore compared
to around� 5,500 crore in the
September quarter. Of that,
retail was about � 3,853 crore
and corporate and SME was
about � 165 crore.

Recoveries and upgrades of
NPAs, excluding write-offs and
sale, were � 4,209 crore. The
gross NPAs written-off in the
quarter were � 4,088 crore.
Its restructured book stood at
� 9,684 crore or 1.2 per cent of
total advances as of December
31, 2021. The bank's total cap-
ital adequacy as of December
31, 2021 was 19.79 per cent.     

Total advances increased
by 16 per cent year-on-year to
� 8,13,992 as of December 31,
2021. The domestic advances
grew by 18 per cent y-o-y. Its
retail loan portfolio grew by 19
per cent.            

Total deposits rose by
16 per cent year-on-year to
�10,17,467 crore as of
December end. 

Batra said the value of
credit card spends in Q3
FY2022 was 2.2 times the value
of credit card spends in the
year-ago period.

Meanwhile, the bank on
Saturday informed exchanges
that Vibha Paul Rishi has been
appointed as its Additional
(Independent) Director for a
period of five years with effect
from January 23, 2022. PTI

Mumbai: Yes Bank on Saturday
reported 80 per cent jump in
consolidated net profit at
�265.76 crore for December
quarter 2021-22, helped by a
fall in the provisions for bad
loans.

The bank's core net inter-
est income declined 31 per cent
to �1,764 crore, despite a 0.25
per cent expansion in net inter-
est margin to 2.4 per cent but
limited by the loan growth
being suppressed at 4 per cent.

On a standalone
basis, the profit jumped 77 per
cent to � 266.43 crore in the
quarter under review.
Given the de-bulking exercise
where it has reduced high
value loans and also de-lever-
aging exercises by corporates,
the bank has reduced its FY22
loan growth guidance to 10 per
cent from the earlier 15 per
cent, Managing Director and
CEO Prashant Kumar said.

The provisions declined 82
per cent to � 375 crore from the
year-ago period's � 2,089 crore,
helping the bottom line.
The share of gross non per-
forming assets (NPAs) in the
overall loan portfolio declined
to 14.65 per cent from 15.36
per cent in the year-ago peri-
od and quarter ago's 14.97 per
cent, as the fresh slippages got
contained at �978 crore.
The bank management said
�435 crore came from corpo-
rate loans, �388 crore from
retail and �123 crore from
small businesses.

The quantum of restruc-
tured loans increased to �6,878
crore from the quarter ago's
�6,184 crore, which Kumar
attributed to some projects
facing a delay in date of com-
mencement of commercial
operations and also the
COVID-2 restructuring.

Kumar said the bank's
plans for floating an asset
reconstruction company
(ARC) to house the entire
quantum of its �50,000 crore in
stressed advances seem to be
getting delayed by a quarter due
to the fresh outbreak of
COVID cases. PTI

Kochi: Indian lifestyle e-
mobility startup VAAN Electric
Moto Pvt Ltd has launched its
electric bicycle-Urbansport in
the country.

Union Minister of State for
Skill Development,
Entrepreneurship, Electronics
and IT, Rajeev Chandrasekhar,
launched the Van Electric Moto
brand in India in a virtually
held event in Kochi on Friday
The e-bike is available in two
variants- Urbansport and
Urbansport Pro, priced at
�59,999 and �69,999 respec-
tively and will initially go on
sale in Kochi, before being
launched in other high-poten-
tial markets like Goa,
Bangalore, Mumbai,
Hyderabad and Delhi in the
future. 

According to VAAN, the
vehicles offer a maximum assis-
tance (top speed) of 25 km/h,
and a pedal assisted range of 60
kilometres.         VAAN claims
that a full charge would require
just half a unit of electricity,
costing around �4-5. The
removable battery pack, with a
net weight of 2.5 kg, would
offer added convenience and
would require 4 hours for a full
charge.

Leader of the Opposition
in Kerala Assembly V D
Satheesan and the Chairman
and Managing Director of
OilMax Energy Pvt. Ltd, Kapil
Garg jointly launched the
VAAN e-bikes in the Indian
market.         Ernakulam MP
Hibi Eden unveiled the VAAN
brand logo in the event in
which former MP Chandran
Pillai was also present.         Both
the electric bikes get, compact
6061 aluminium unisex frames,
saddle, rims and handlebar
designed by Benelli Biciclette,
the e-bike vertical of the Italian
brand. 

"VAAN has tied with
them for engineering and sup-
ply chain and has worked
closely with the Benelli team
for the development of the
Urbansport duo," the group
said in a release.        VAAN
claims that its removable bat-
tery is a first in this segment,
adding that the bicycles come

with Shimano Tourney 7 speed
derailleur gear system, front
and rear disc brakes and
Spinner USA front shocks. 

"The electric pedal assist
system consists of a 250W hub
mounted electric motor, a 48
Volt, 7.5 Ah removable
Lithium-ion battery, and a total
of 5 electric 'gear levels," it said. 

VAAN Urbansport e-bikes
get a Smart LCD display serv-
ing all necessary information,
that can also be used to control
front and rear lights.         "The
Urbansport is the most practi-
cal of the two and gets 20 inch
spoke wheels, a carrier that can
carry up to 15 kilograms and an
exposed electric motor.
Urbansport Pro is a more styl-
ish and premium e-bike that
offers alloy wheels and an elec-
tric motor that is neatly inte-
grated into the rear hub," the
release said.

The company's plant at
Ernakulam has a capacity to
assemble 2,000 cycles a month,
and are initially targeting sales
of 8,000 to 10,000 cycles a year.
"We targeted a young crowd
earlier but are now looking at
even those in the age group of
40-55 years who need not be
cycling enthusiasts, considering
the advantages of our product
that comes with three modes,"
Jithu Sukumaran Nair, Chief
Executive Officer and founder
of VAAN Electric Mobility
said.         He said the e-cycle
has a power-assisted mode
with five electric gears and a
full-throttle mode ratcheting
up a speed of up to 25 km per
hour. 

VAAN says the lithium-
based removable battery weigh-
ing around 2.50 kg with a two-
year warranty can be fully
charged in around four hours
and lasts for 50 km to 60 km
depending on the mode in
which the cycle is used.
KTM-owned KISKA GMBH,
Austria handles branding for
VAAN an Indian lifestyle e-
mobility start-up.   It was glob-
ally launched at the EICMA
motorcycle show in Italy. Vaan
has technology partnership with
the well-known motorcycle pro-
ducer brand Benelli. PTI

New Delhi: Lifestyle retail brand FabIndia plans
to raise up to �4,000 crore through an initial pub-
lic offer and in a novel approach, the company's
promoters also plan to gift more than 7 lakh shares
to artisans and farmers.

On Saturday, the company filed the Draft
Red Herring Prospectus (DRHP) with markets
watchdog Sebi for the offer that will include fresh
issue of shares worth up to � 500 crore.        Besides,
there will be an Offer For Sale (OFS) of up to
2,50,50,543 shares.        Market sources said the
Initial Public Offer (IPO) is expected to be worth
around Rs 4,000 crore.

In order to "reward and express gratitude
to certain artisans and farmers engaged with the
company or its subsidiaries", FabIndia's two pro-
moters -- Bimla Nanda Bissell and Madhukar
Khera -- intend to transfer 4,00,000 shares and
3,75,080 shares, respectively, to them, subsequent
to the filing of the DRHP.

"Our promoters, namely, Bimla Nanda
Bissell and Madhukar Khera have opened their
respective demat accounts and have transferred
4,00,000 equity shares and 3,75,080 equity shares,
respectively, that are proposed to be transferred
by way of gift to the artisans and farmers," the
DRHP said.

Proceeds from the fresh issue of shares
will be utilised for voluntary redemption of the
company's NCDs (Non Convertible Debentures),
pre-payment or scheduled re-payment of a por-
tion of certain outstanding borrowings and gen-
eral corporate purposes.

In the DRHP, the company has mentioned
about its ESG (Environmental, Social and
Governance) initiatives, saying it believes that
"enabling and uplifting the people we work with,
taking care of the environment, and being ethi-
cal in our conduct with have a long and lasting pos-
itive impact".

"We have aimed to create social impact
and foster  well being for our artisans, commu-
nities, employees and investors, using environ-
mentally responsible and ethical means," it 
added. PTI
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New Delhi: Asia is going to
witness its first-ever email
excellence award show “For the
Love of Emails - Awards 2022”
on February 25, 2022. The
FTLOEA 2022, being organised
by Asia Inc.500 and martech
solution giant Netcore Cloud,
offers a unique opportunity to
recognise and celebrate the
email marketing industry. “The
event will virtually bring
together the new-age email
marketing communities, said
Anshika Purwar, global head,
strategic alliances & partner-
ships, Asia Inc.500.

New Delhi: Future Retail's independent
directors have asked e-commerce giant
Amazon if it is willing to fund Rs 3,500
crore to repay the retail company's lenders.

Notably, the question to Amazon was
posted after the e-commerce giant in an
earlier letter to independent directors
objected to the sale of Future Retail Ltd
(FRL)'s small-format stores.

"FRL is in need for cash infusion
urgently in order to repay its lenders. FRL
is required to pay its lenders �3,500 crore
by January 29, failing which it will be clas-
sified as an NPA," said the letter dated
January 21.

"Since you are objecting to the sale of

small-format sales, the proceeds of which
were to be used to repay lenders and there-
by avoid NPA classification, please con-
firm that you are willing to fund this
amount by Monday through an unse-
cured, long-term loan, subordinated to
FRL's existing lenders or any other mutu-
ally suitable and legally acceptable struc-
ture."

Besides, the letter to e-commerce
giant said, "If you do so, FRL will use such
funds in order to repay FRL's existing
lenders. Alternatively, you are also free to
engage with the lenders so that we do not
fall foul of our OTR process or obliga-
tions." Accordingly, the independent

directors asked the e-commerce giant to
provide the confirmations for such funds
by January 22, 2022.

"Once you have provided these con-
firmations in writing and agree to infuse
� 3,500 crore in order to repay FRL's
lenders by January 29, 2022, we would be
happy to assess a detailed proposal and
meet Amazon India Head Abhijeet
Muzumdar."

Furthermore, the letter asked
Amazon, "Coming to the specific aspects
of your proposal -- we note that your let-
ter refers to a potential transaction
between Samara Capital and FRL as a
'solution'."
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The BCCI is set to conduct
the 2022 IPL from last week

of March to end of May and
efforts would be made to host
the lucrative event in India as
per the wishes of team owners,
Board secretary Jay Shah said on
Saturday.

If sources are to be believed,
the tentative start date is March
27.

"I am delighted to confirm
that the 15th season of the IPL
will start in the last week of
March and will run until May
end. A majority of the team
owners expressed their wish that
the tournament be held in
India," Shah was quoted as say-
ing in a press note issued by the
BCCI.

He also made it clear that
the board's first preference is to
hold the event in India.

"The BCCI was always keen
on staging the 2022 edition
that will see two new teams –

Ahmedabad and Lucknow – in
India. I can tell you that we will
leave no stone unturned in
ensuring that IPL stays in India,"
Shah said.

While the UAE and South
Africa are back-up options as
per sources who attended the
meeting, Shah stressed that the
health safety of all stakehoders
including players, match offi-
cials is paramount for the board.

"The BCCI has not compro-
mised on the health and safety
of its stakeholders in the past
and will concurrently work on
Plan B since the COVID-19 sit-

uation with new variants
remains fluid. 

"The mega IPL Auction
will take place on February 12-
13th and we will lock in venues
before that," Shah further added. 

The BCCI was initially
mulling two start dates for the
next IPL with some preferring
a March 27 kickoff and few
other influential people wanti-
ng the mega event to begin on
April 2, which conforms to the
Lodha Committee ruling.

"Some of the owners prefer
March 27 start but India play
their last international game
against Sri Lanka, a T20I at
Lucknow on March 18, and
then you need a 14-day gap as
per Lodha rule which is why
April 2 is also an option for start
date," a senior BCCI official told
PTI on the condition of
anonymity.

It is understood that the
India players will also be
exhausted after staying in three
back-to-back bubbles in South

Africa (away) and at home
against West Indies and Sri
Lanka.

"The BCCI must take bub-
ble fatigue of players into
account if they start IPL in less
than 10 days of completion of
Sri Lanka tour," a BCCI source
said.

However, after Shah's state-
ment, it looks like March 27 will
be locked in.

It is also learnt that all the
10 IPL owners, including the
two new teams from Lucknow
and Ahmedabad, want India as
the host country for the 2022
IPL, with Mumbai and Pune
being the two preferred cities.

Their second choice is the
United Arab Emirates where the
IPL has been organised thrice
while the final option is South
Africa where the mega event
was held back in 2009.

However, the UAE and
South Africa will only come into
the picture if the COVID-19 sit-
uation in India worsens. 
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Rishabh Pant understands the value of his
wicket and the reason why the team man-

agement often asks him to use his discretion in
shot selection during important phases of var-
ious matches.

Pant was out to an atrocious shot during
the second Test in Wanderers, which led to lot
of criticism from all quarters and former skip-
per Virat Kohli stating that they have had a word
with the talented southpaw.

"There are always positive talks that as an
individual what I can do. All the strokes are there
but how can I play with patience and accord-
ing to the situation. So a lot of discussions hap-
pen," Pant, who since then had scored a hun-
dred in the third Test at Cape Town and followed
it with career-best 85 in the second ODI, told
reporters during a virtual interaction.

"And whatever we discuss, we practise and
after that try to implement in the match," he
added.  According to Pant, who made a career-

best 85, the team management has entrusted him
with responsibility of batting at four, to ensure
right-left combination

"The reason to bat at number four was if a
left-hander gets a chance to bat in the middle,
then it becomes easy to rotate strike, with the
left-right combination, especially in the middle
overs when leg-spinners or left-arm spinners
bowl.  

".....So that is why the team management felt
that a left-handed batter should bat and that is
why that role was given to me," he said.

Pant also said that the team is learning from
the mistakes in its endeavour to get better.

"I think as (from) a batting point of view,
we are fine, we are going fine. We are learning
from our mistakes and every day as the Indian
cricket team we strive to improve our cricket and
that is the only thing we are looking forward
(to)." Pant beloeves that Shardul Thakur's bat-
ting in both games (50no and 40 no) has been
one of the biggest positives in the series so far. 

"One more positive was the way Shardul
(Thakur) batted down the order, in both the
matches, that was also a positive. The way Venky
(Venkatesh Iyer) bowled, he conceded more runs
in one or two overs, but still it felt that he could
bowl (at this level). So, there are a lot of posi-
tives, which we can take as a team."

Pant admitted that Keshav Maharaj, Aiden
Markram and Tabraiz Shamsi bowled better than
Ravichandran Ashwin and Yuzvendra Chahal
in the two games.

"I think they (SA spinners) were more con-
sistent in their lines and lengths and they are
used to playing in these conditions," he said.
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Sri Lanka sealed their qualification for the
last eight stage with a dramatic three-wick-

et victory over West Indies while South Africa
defeated Ireland by 153-runs to also book
their place in the quarterfinals of the ICC U-
19 World Cup. 

Dunith Wellalage took three wickets as Sri
Lanka restricted the hosts to 250 before

Sadisha Rajapaksa (76) Anjala Bandara (40)
and Ranuda Somarathna's unbeaten 28
guided the Group D winners to a three-wick-
et success on Friday.

WI openers Shaqkere Parris and
Matthew Nandu ensured they made a steady
start, reaching the end of the fifth over for
20 without loss before Treveen Mathew
removed the latter for seven.

Parris was then bowled by Wellalage for
16 before Teddy Bishop and Kevin Wickham
combined for a fruitful partnership, taking
the West Indies to 102 for two after 26 overs.

Bishop was eventually removed on 45 but
Jordan Johnson picked up where his team-

mate left off as he raced to 26.
Wickham reached his half-century

before falling for 56.
Two wickets in three balls in the 45th

over stunted the hosts' momentum, though,
with Wellalage accounting for Johnson as he
fell three runs short of his fifty before
Giovonte Depeiza was run out moments later
by Anjala Bandara without scoring.

In response, Sri Lanka lost opener
Chamindu Wickramasinghe in the first
over. Sadisha Rajapaksa and Shevon Daniel
got their side back on track before Daniel was
removed for 34.

Rajapaksa powered on regardless as he
reached his fifty.  Anjala Bandara contributed
40 before his wicket fell with Rajapaksa (76)
also falling the same bowler in the 40th over.

With 51 needed off 60 balls for victory,
Shiva Sankar removed Wellalage (15) to set
up a tense finale.

Mckenny Clarke bowled Raveen De Silva
(13) but a nerveless 28 from 27 balls from
Ranuda Somarathna saw Sri Lanka home. In
the day's other game, a blockbuster century
from captain George Van Heerden propelled
his side towards the Super League quarter-
finals as South Africa defeated Ireland by 153
runs in Tarouba.

Van Heerden made 111 from 93 balls
while Dewald Brevis better known as 'Baby
AB' contributed 96 to take South Africa's total
of 315 for seven from their rain-reduced 47
overs before bowling out Ireland for 158.
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Afearless competitor who
used brain and brawn in

equal measure, Subhas
Bhowmick was one of the most
fascinating characters in Indian
football through the 1970's
with his muscular built and
equally expressive carefree
opinions. 

On Saturday morning,
Bhowmick, who was undergo-
ing dialysis for a long time
breathed his last at the age of 72,
survived by his wife, son and
daughter and the legions of
fans, who loved and lived the
moments left by him both on
and off the field.

"He had to undergo dialy-
sis regularly for about three and
half months. He also underwent
bypass surgery about 23 years
ago. Recently, he was admitted
to a private hospital in Ekbalpur

with a chest infection," a fam-
ily member said.

While India had some of
the finest international foot-
ballers in 1960's which include
Pradeep Banerjee, Chuni
Goswami, Tulsidas Balaram,
Jarnail Singh, Arun Ghosh,
Peter Thangaraj to name a few,
the numbers quote dwindled in
the 70's save two Bengalis, who
were thought of international
standard. They were pint-sized
right back Sudhir Karmakar
and 'bulldozer' winger
Bhowmick, who were both part
of the 1970 Asian Games
bronze winning Indian football
team. Bhowmick, in fact, scored
in the tournament and in his ,24
games for India had nine goals
including a hattrick in the
Merdeka Cup (Indian teams
were regular feature in 60's
and 70's) along with goals in the
Asian Games in Bangkok.
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I
ndian team's strategy is expected
to undergo paradigm shift with
some players getting a subtle yet
stern message to lift their games

as they face an embarrassing possibil-
ity of a clean sweep against South
Africa in the third ODI, here on
Sunday.

India's strategy looked complete-
ly out of sync with modern day white
ball game as the batters failed to keep
the momentum in the middle overs
and more importantly the bowlers,
save Jasprit Bumrah, looked club
class and without ideas of getting
breakthroughs.

In two matches, India have been
only able to pick up seven wickets --
four in the first game when Proteas
batted first and only three in the sec-
ond. Ravichandran Ashwin and espe-
cially Bhuvneshwar Kumar, the two
senior-most bowlers looked far from
threatening and the young Proteas
batters like Rassie van der Dussen,
Janneman Malan along with seniors
like Quinton de Kock have feasted on
the pedestrian stuff dished out by
them.

With the two having flopped

completely, it needs to be seen whether
Rahul Dravid, the man who is cur-
rently calling all the shots as far as tac-
tics is concerned, takes a dim view and
at least try out Jayant Yadav and
Deepak Chahar in the next game

which would lend some freshness to
the attack.

Worse, the first two games were
played on a Boland Park strip that did-
n't have a lot of pace and bounce and
even skipper KL Rahul admitted that

conditions were more familiar with
what they get back home, compared
to what they are used to getting in
South Africa.

However at Newlands, there will
be more pace and bounce on the track

and the Indian team that has been
perennially struggling would want to
avoid the ignominy of a 0-3 loss.

For skipper Rahul, the whole
tour, save his match-winning hundred
in the first Test, has been a nightmare.
Although he is being seen as a long-
term future leader, there hasn't been
any spark whatsoever in his leadership
that would make anyone sit up and
feel that he is the one cut out for the
job. There hasn't been any tactical
improvisations in the two games so far
which would inspire confidence in his
leadership abilities.

Add to that, his own style of bat-
ting at the top of the order is outdat-
ed in modern ODIs and his inability
to rotate the strike for the better part
is also creating pressure on the later
batters, who aren't as adept at maneu-
vering the strike.

It is a foregone conclusion that
once Rohit Shara is back in action,
Rahul will lose his spot at the top of
the order with Shikhar Dhawan scor-
ing runs and at a better clip compared
to his younger partner.

Virat Kohli may have scored 51 in
the first game but what is visible is his
lack of energy on the field having been
sacked from ODI captaincy. 
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As Daniil Medvedev sat
courtside trying to re-

hydrate during a changeover, an
image of nine-time Australian
Open champion Novak
Djokovic flashed up in the sta-
dium behind him.

It was in the third set
Saturday, and it was like the
absent No. 1 was looking over
the shoulder of the player who
is effectively the No. 1 seed at the
year's first Grand Slam tourna-
ment. Medvedev, who lost last
year's Australian Open final to
Djokovic but avenged that with
a victory over the Serb for the
U.S. Open title, reached the
fourth round for the fourth
straight year at Melbourne Park
with a 6-4, 6-4, 6-2 win over
Botic van de Zandschulp.

The 25-year-old Russian
was a conspicuous fan favorite
on Margaret Court Arena, too,
two days after being unsettled by
the boos and jeers of a parochial
crowd on Rod Laver Arena
when he ended the run of mer-
curial Aussie Nick Kyrgios.

He was critical of a lack of
respect in that match — most-
ly about the noise between first
and second serves — and this
time offered some relationship

advice to the crowd.
“Every good relationship

must have its ups and downs,"
he said in his on-court TV
interview, explaining that he
planned to be back on court
quite often in the future. 

"I hope it's going to be
more good times than bad
times, otherwise it doesn't work.”

Medvedev later clarified he
didn't have a problem with the
Australian crowds and had been
fully expecting to have them
against him when he played
Kyrgios — just not while he was

in his service motion.
“The other night I was play-

ing against an Australian play-
er, very electric Australian play-
er,” he said. 

"After the match, I think it
was, yeah, straightaway pretty
actually fun for everybody.

“That's how I felt, and I did-
n't see actually a lot of let's say
negative reactions.” Medvedev
avoided a showdown with
Djokovic after the world's top-
ranked player had his visa can-
celed and was deported on the
eve of the tournament. 
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Two-time Olympic medallist
P V Sindhu reached the

women's singles final of the Syed
Modi International badminton
tournament after her fifth seed-
ed Russian opponent Evgeniya
Kosetskaya retired hurt midway
into their semifinal here on
Saturday.

Sindhu, the top seed, eas-
ily pocketed the first game 21-
11 before Kosetskaya conceded
the second women's singles
semifinal match. Former world
champion Sindhu will face com-

patriot Malvika Bansod in the
summit clash on Sunday.

Malvika defeated another
Indian, Anupama Upadhyaya,
19-21 21-19 21-7 in a tough
three-game contest.

It was expected to be an
easy outing for Sindhu going by
form, world ranking as well as
head-to-head record.

Ranked seventh in the BWF
rankings, Sindhu had defeated
world number 28 Kosetskaya
twice before Saturday's tie, and
the Indian ace once again came
out on top to extend her dom-
inant record against the Russian. 
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Hosts India will need to be more clinical with
their finishing when they face a struggling

Chinese Taipei in a must-win group match of the
women's Asian Cup here on Sunday.

India were held to a goalless draw by lower-
ranked Iran in their tournament opener, while
Chinese Taipei were blanked 4-0 by eight-time
champions China.

A FIFA World Cup play-offs spot within their
grasp, India are seeking to meet their head coach
Thomas Dennerby's "realistic target" of making
the quarterfinals, for which they will need to win
the next match at all costs, as the home team is
scheduled to play Group A heavyweights China
in its last league fixture.

A win for India, which is hosting the conti-
nental showpiece for the second time after 1979,
will virtually send the country into the quarter-
finals of the 12-nation tournament.

Besides the two top teams, two third-placed
sides across the three groups will also qualify for
quarterfinals.

All the semi-finalists of the ongoing tourna-
ment will directly qualify for the 2023 FIFA World
Cup in Australia and New Zealand. 

Two more teams from the remaining four
quarterfinalists will also get direct berths to the
World Cup if Australia make it to the semi-finals
of this tournament, which is highly probable.
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Everton's change of management did
not result in a change of fortunes as

Aston Villa manager Steven Gerrard
enjoyed a winning return to Merseyside
with a 1-0 victory at Goodison Park.

Emiliano Buendia's header in first
half stoppage time separated the sides
to leave the Toffees still just five points
above the relegation zone in 16th.

Duncan Ferguson took temporary
charge of Everton following the sacking
of Rafael Benitez last weekend after a
run of just one win in 13 league games.

Ferguson was unbeaten in three
matches as caretaker boss against
Chelsea, Manchester United and
Arsenal before Carlo Ancelotti took
charge just over two years ago.

But he could not replicate that suc-
cess as former Liverpool captain
Gerrard got one over on his old rivals.

Ferguson bought a round of drinks

for fans in a pub next to the stadium
before kick-off and got the raucous
atmosphere he was looking for.

Both sides flew into tackles, but
there were few clear-cut chances in the

first half. Ollie Watkins should have
done better when he prodded wide with
just Jordan Pickford to beat.

Another former Liverpool midfield-
er Philippe Coutinho was quiet on his

first Villa start since joining on loan
from Barcelona, but had a part to play
in the only goal.

The Brazilian's header was tipped
over by Pickford.

From the resulting corner, Lucas
Digne came back to haunt his former
club just weeks after leaving Everton as
his corner was flicked in by Buendia.

Digne and Matty Cash were hit by
a bottle thrown by the home fans as they
celebrated the goal.

Everton should have salvaged at
least a point after the break in their bat-
tle to beat the drop.

Dominic Calvert-Lewin and
Richarlison started together up front for
the first time since August and both the
Toffees star men were guilty of missing
big chances to equalise.

Richarlison headed over before
Calvert-Lewin failed to make a good
connection to Anthony Gordon's teas-
ing low cross.

India may try different options to avoid humiliation
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The COVID-19 has once again
thrown a curve ball making us
pray for the good health and

safety of our family and friends. We
are looking for ways that can help us
connect with him. Music, one is told
is one of the purest forms of medium
that connects our soul with God. Our
scriptures talk about how sadhus and
saints took to devotional songs to find
a connection with divinity.

Keeping this in mind as the basic
concept, Zee TV is all set to introduce
the first-of-its-kind devotional singing
reality show — Swarna Swar Bharat.
One is told that the show will celebrate
the country’s values and take us back
to our roots through a unique blend
of insightful and relatable stories
narrated in verse and soulful devo-
tional music. 

Aparna Bhosle, Zee TV’s business
head, tells you that music is the most
organic and powerful medium for man
to communicate with the powers
above, irrespective of faith. “It is
through devotional music; be it in the
form of the flute, the shankh naad or
chanting that most of us feel connect-
ed with divinity. Offering our audiences
a few moments of solace while recon-
necting them to their roots through
devotional music and stories of Indian
culture narrated in verse, we are happy
to present Swarna Swar Bharat. This
first-of-its-kind devotional singing
reality show is a grand celebration of
Indian culture,” Bhosle says.

What is even more interesting is
that through fictional narrative being
portrayed through magical realism,
this show will bring us the stories of
some of our immortal Gods and
Goddesses like Lord Vishnu, Goddess
Laxmi, Narad Muni, Ganapathi and
Hanuman from the vedic texts and

scriptures that are relevant even today.
Produced by Fathom Pictures

and Kailasa Entertainment Pvt Ltd,
this reality show is also humble con-
tribution to the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s initiative Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav that celebrates India’s
rich cultural heritage on the occasion
of the 75th anniversary of our
Independence. 

The show will have renowned
poet Dr Kumar Vishwas, Padmashri
Kailash Kher and Padmashri Suresh
Wadkar as judges. Each of them have
felt a strong connect with divinity
through countless devotional songs
that they have sung over the years. The
show will present a talented bunch of
singers from different parts of the
country. Actor Ravi Kishan who was
recently seen in MX Player’s Matsya
Kaand, playing a cop, has ben roped
in as the host. 

Kher tells you that there a couple
of reason how and why he came on

board as a judge. First, this show is
unique. “There is no other show like
this one. The concept is new. I am
thrilled that I was chosen not only as
judge but am the co-producer too
(Kailasa Entertainment Pvt Ltd),”
Kher says.

He tells you that the concept of the
show is such that it was not easy to exe-
cute. “The idea of the show was a bril-
liant one. But it was tough to put things
in reality. It was necessary to give the
team a boost that what they are doing
is fantastic. Hence, we stepped in as co-
producers,” Kher tells you.

Second, this is the first time in the
history of television, music and film
industry that entertainment and
enlightment have come together. “We
have avoided doing this in the past.
But not now. The idea is to tell peo-
ple that if your body, mind and soul
aren’t healthy however much you
may have risen professionally, there is
no point in running after things

blindly. People, through this show,
besides being entertained will also be
able to enrich their lives. The last two
years have proved how helpless we
have been in the face of COVID-19.
It is time that we lived our lives that
is aligned with nature,” Kher opines. 

The show will be judged on the
basis of sur, saar and bhaav. “Sur will
be judged by Suresh Wadkar ji, saar
by Kumar Vishwas ji (how important
are the words, the lyrical value) and
I will judge the bhaav (with how much
devotion it has been sung). This
time, we are not calling ourselves
judges; we are guruvars,” Kher tells us.

For Dr Kumar Vishwas, the reason
for coming on board is simple. Though
he used to get many offers, he was look-
ing for a show where what he had learnt
could be used for a wider good. “I want-
ed to be part of a show where I could
share tales of people who were proud
to be called Indians; that I could share
ancedotes on what these kids were
singing. When I was approached by Zee
TV, I saw no reason to turn it down. I
am grateful to the makers of this show
who explained the concept so beauti-
fully,” Vishwas tells you. 

He was very happy to learn that
there are people who can come with
such an interesting concept. “It is very
nice that there are people who want
to create humanity of the soul, thought
and heart in the society. Big nations
are not built of brick and mortar, it is
the thoughts that count. Our culture
is thousands of year old. If cracks
appeared because we were slaves and
there are people who are making a
show to mend this tear, it is a beauti-
ful gesture,” Vishwas says.

Swarna Swar Bharat premiered on
January 22, 2022; it will air every Sat-
Sun at 8 pm
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�Could you tell us more about your book? 
It has got prose and poetry. There is a

part about self-discovery, finding out what's
your place in society and in your mind.
Because we live in an extroverted world and
if you find yourself not being represented or
relate to them, you feel like an outsider no
matter where you go. Hopefully, anyone and
everyone who has dealt with issues of not
belonging, will relate to it because my book
is dedicated to all the misfits in the world. 
�How can this book help a reader? 

I have shared my journey and how I
dealt with it. Hopefully, some might relate
and get inspired by dwelling into their own
journey. Another issue that I raise is that,
what exactly is success because our gener-
ation is plagued by being successful without
knowing what that really means. In the 21st
century, we need to redefine success and
what does it mean to be successful. 
�Why do you think  introverts need con-
stant validation? 

I am not saying that introverts need con-
stant validation. It's me who needs constant
validation. It's not constant but driven by val-
idation. Introverts have their own battles to
fit in. Just like in an extroverted world, most
introverts don't fit. For example, I remem-
ber going to go see an IPL match. And there

were like 30-40 thousand people shouting
Sachin and going crazy over him. I loved it
but after a while I just wanted to go home
and watch the same match on TV without
30 thousand people screaming into my ears.
Introverts find that overwhelming and if you

don't know better you will think that there
is something wrong with you. I don't want
to make a valid judgement like experts on
how they lead their lives. What is happen-
ing is that inherently the world is dominat-
ed and driven by extroverted value systems.
A lot of introverts feel undervalued and they
might feel the need to do something or there
is something missing in them. 
�What is mental well-being according to
you? 

I think you need to figure out what is
conditioning, what is true for you and what
false value systems you might be carrying
with you. You might have a belief system
which won't have any basic reality. It is what
you are told, it is what you are fed and it's
what the society told you. So, mental well-
being is a way of self extraction. It's like
climbing Mount Everest just because others
say that it's a great thing to climb Mount
Everest.
�What is that one thing you would like
to tell the readers? 

If you are happy, God bless you. May
you always be happy. But if you are not happy
or you are struggling with something, get to
the bottom of it and discover yourself.
Maybe, you are a diamond and are embar-
rassed of the fact that you shine so much. 
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� It’s an unconventional film and
a brave attempt. What made you
choose such a subject?

Thank you so much first of all
for liking the film. It’s more to do
with my audience — the strength
comes from them. For me, it’s to be
able to come up with the story
which is gutsy. After so many years,
it becomes my responsibility to
bring something new for the audi-
ence. It’s not just about being suc-
cessful. It’s more to do with how
you contribute to the newness of
your cinema.
�How important is it to be origi-
nal with every subject you choose?

It is very important for a direc-
tor to be original with the story and
am very thankful to the audience
for accepting it and loving it. When
they have not liked something, it
has been an unusual experience. It
has given strength be it films like
Tanu Weds Manu Returns and Zero,
they have helped me to bring some-
thing new Atrangi Re. May be I am
a good student who is learning
with every film. I want to reach out
to more people with better stories
everytime.
�Were you sceptical if the story
will connect with the audience?

I always knew I am walking on
thin ice. But I wanted to tell this
story. I wanted to bring out some-
thing which is as centrical to
Atrangi Re. May be subconsciously a
story like this was not happening
around us. Nobody was working on
a script like this. I wanted to tell a
father-daughter story with a per-
spective in this film. I am happy

that people accepted it. 
�How did AR Rehman get on board
for the film?

The only credit I take for this is
that I was very sure that the movie had
to have AR Rehman music. The minute
we (Himanshu Sharma and I) finalised
the story, the first name that came up
was Rehman sir. This is a sensitive
story. He was a pillar of strength for us.
He is so good with the emotions. We
were sure that we needed him for this
movie. There was never a doubt in my
mind. We would not have done the
project if he had not come on board.
�What was the reason to choose a
small town as your backdrop?

With characters like Rinku and
Vishu it is always interesting to explore
with characterisation. It has more to do
with the flavour rather than the loca-
tion. It’s to do with the character they
bring to life. It’s not about the place it’s
about the character. A small town adds
culture to the characters. It goes so
well. Every film teaches me so much.
� Can you tell us something about
your future projects Good luck Jerry,
Raksha Bandhan?

Now that this film is over, I will be
taking a break for a few days. In fact, I
am on my break at present. Once I am
back, I will officially start working on
the post-production for Raksha
Bandhan since the shoot is complete.
The same is for Good Luck Jerry. The
shoot is complete. Final edit changes
are being done. Action Hero will go on
floor in the next few days. I am work-
ing on different stories. I am really
looking forward to 2022. My produc-
tion house Colour Yellow Productions
has so much to offer. 
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If the awareness of Adivasis and their con-
cerns is scant among the non-Adivasi pop-
ulation of India, knowledge about commu-
nities described as ‘Denotified Tribes’ is
almost absent. Lest the term be misunder-

stood as ‘some kind of Adivasis’ or ‘officially
non-recognised Adivasis’ — which is not unusu-
al among even those who know something
about Adivasis — I would like to offer the fol-
lowing brief description of the Denotified Tribes.
During the nineteenth century, after the British
had more or less secured authority over all
princely states in India, they found it necessary
to disarm the disbanded soldiers of the van-
quished armies of Indian princes. The British
also wanted to ensure safe travels in Indian states
for commercial purposes. In order to accomplish
the two objectives, they appointed William
Henry Sleeman to detect the use of arms by
unauthorised individuals. Sleeman made copious
notes and listed instances of armed clashes on
highways in central India. In the process, he gave
rise to the idea of ‘thuggee’. The idea attracted
readers of his books back in England. The list of
persons and their communities came to be asso-
ciated with the idea of thuggee or communities
that make looting and crime their profession.
The1871 Criminal Tribes Act (CTA) was based
on this notion. It listed communities as ‘criminal
communities’, implying that being born in any of
those communities made one automatically
criminal intendency. The CTA provided for
‘reformatory settlement’, which were soft prisons.
The listed communities were interned in these
settlements, with severe restrictions placed on
their free movement. Sleeman’s list had many
flaws in it. Most of the communities had been
traditionally nomadic in habit, an age-old social
phenomenon in India. Members of the interned
communities were put to hard labour, in most
instances unpaid labour.

It is difficult to estimate as to how many per-
ished due to the stress of labour. The members
of these communities continued to live in the
settlements for several generations spread over
eight decades. In1952, two years after India
adopted the Constitution, the ‘notified’ commu-
nities were ‘denotified’. They continued to be
described as Denotified and Nomadic Tribes
(DNT), while very few of them found a place in
the official lists of jan-jatis, the ‘indigenous peo-
ples’ or Adivasis. The stigma of criminality con-
tinued to stick to them despite the slight change
in the label. Not being included in the lists of STs
and SCs, with a few exceptions, they continued
to languish without land, livelihood or access to
schools and healthcare. Not having fixed

addresses, their minimum rights as citizens too
were not safeguarded. The stigma around their
name often causes harassment from villagers and
the urban population even to this day. There
have been widespread incidences of mob lynch-
ing of members of the DNT communities.
Governments have been generally indifferent to
the plight of the DNTs as they do not form even
a substantial minority, though their total popula-
tion in the country is by no means insignificant.
When Dr Manmohan Singh’s United Progressive
Alliance (UPA) government appointed me as
chairman of the Technical Advisory Group for
the Denotified, Nomadic and Semi-nomadic
Communities, I found that the population of the
DNTs could be close to seven-eight crore.That
was in 2008. At present, the number may have
gone up and may be close to ten crore. The
Census of India has never carried out any clear
counting of the DNTs. And since the numbers
are not officially ascertained, the locations of
these communities are not properly documented
and no systematic thought has been given to
their livelihood requirements and their human
rights; they continue to remain in India’s imagi-
nation as the invisible nowhere people. The pre-
sent volume includes an introductory essay on
the DNTs. For several decades following
Independence, ‘Adivasi’ was an anthropomor-
phic ‘type’ cast in sentiment and piety, or else
dismissed as historical baggage worth leaving
behind in India’s march to modernity and
nationhood. Though the complexities of Adivasi
society received attention in scholarships related
to the theme, the popular attitude to Adivasis
was severely restricted by the acronym ‘ST’.
Excessive pity and excessive contempt are both
equally potent instruments of ‘othering’ people.
It is therefore that Archana Prasad’s analysis of
the class-currents within Adivasi communities
becomes important as an antidote to the ‘other-
ing’ processes. She concludes, after presenting a
nuanced analysis of the tensions and textures in
Adivasi contemporary identity discourse: “. . . the
multifarious manifestations of neoliberal policies
have also created diverse forms of Adivasi poli-
tics with different social basis. It is therefore
important to distinguish between identity based
struggles which have been led by those who are
situated within the working class and those
whose motive has been to get incorporated with-
in the current power structure. Further, the cul-
turally exclusive character of Adivasi politics is
also hegemonic and camouflages the inequalities
within the Adivasi society. On the other hand,
non-culturally exclusive class politics has had to
come to terms with the persistence of identity-

based politics by adopting a more nuanced
approach towards it. This collaboration has been
facilitated by the intensifying communal polari-
sation and economic crisis, leading to the trans-
formation of Adivasi politics, both class and
identity based. Such a development is not only
positive, but also essential to take on an authori-
tarian and neo-liberal government and the chal-
lenges that it poses to all progressive forces with-
in the country.”

It needs to be mentioned that the facts of
Adivasi political expression, cultural production
and major social struggles over the last half cen-
tury, all go to show that the general perception of
Adivasis and their participation in modern
India’s process of becoming falls woefully short
of reality. The new-generation Adivasis are keen
to create a more realistic view, one that is from
the perspective of Adivasis. Abhay Xaxa states in
clear words: “Apart from development issues,
there was also a demand for a stringent anti-con-
version law which has been used as a tool to
divide the Adivasi communities on the lines of
religion.The communal agenda of these organi-
sations has gradually created a fear among peo-
ple who don’t subscribe to the dominant dis-
course of assimilating the Adivasis in the Hindu
fold. As a result, the harmonious relationship
between various Adivasi and forest dependent
communities have been broken and communal
violence is also increasingly experienced in
Adivasi areas.”

In order to obtain this view, the UPA-II gov-
ernment appointed the Committee headed by
Virginius Xaxa. Abhay Xaxa refers to the Xaxa
Committee report and points out that: “The
panel recommended radical changes to the laws,
regulations and rules to protect Adivasi commu-
nities from land alienation and to ensure their
rights over resources are handed back and pro-
tected. The report also laid out an overhauled,
expansive and detailed framework for providing
better education, health and opportunities to
tribal communities across the country. If the rec-
ommendations of the Xaxa committee are
implemented, it will surely have an empowering
effect on Adivasi communities.”

On the other hand, N.C. Saxena’s essay pre-
sents a deeply sympathetic but somewhat pre-
dictably simplified view. Dr Saxena’s historically
important contribution to Adivasi development
and the role he played inside government
bureaucracy in favour of Adivasis are of a leg-
endary proportion. Yet, seen from an Adivasi
perspective, his overview is likely to be read as
slightly less than a full view of what is happening
today inside the minds of Adivasi communities

in India. Saxena states: “The oppressed tribals,
unlike other disadvantaged groups, generally
suffer and endure their exploitation silently. In
some areas, however, they have taken to armed
insurgency. The middle path of agitational poli-
tics by organising bundhs, taking out proces-
sions, and putting pressure on the politicians, so
successfully adopted by other groups in India to
articulate their grievances, is alien to the tribals
and has historically been unknown to them.
Civil society needs to play a big role here, and
government too should not brand all tribal
activists as Maoists.”

These comments need to be read together
with fictional works by Mahasweta Devi in order
to understand that the silence of Adivasis is not
the absence of voice but rather a powerful state-
ment which we have not yet begun grasping.
The ‘silence’ is extremely powerfully articulated
by Vikrant B.: “. . . stunted reading of social, eco-
nomic and political realities created a host of
mythologies and prejudices with respect to
Adivasis and tribes in India. They were per-
ceived to be isolated, self-sufficient, animist,
under-developed and backward. Seemingly
harmless, these mythologies have had serious
policy and political implications. For example,
tribes are seen as inter-linked with castes in
India, by policymakers, academics, and even in
popular perception. At one level, it is perhaps
necessary to denote common subalternity, so as
to emphasise the State’s obligation to their uplift-
ment and empowerment. However, this manu-
factured equivalence glosses over the fact that
while the Dalit question is relatively centre stage
in the nation’s consciousness, the Adivasi ques-
tion is not.”

The last clause of this paragraph sums up the
purpose of this volume. It is, in the simplest
words, to present ‘the Adivasi question.’ It
includes the question of Adivasis in the context
of modern India, the questioning of the nation’s
ideas of development by Adivasis and also the
manner in which Adivasis pose their questions
within the much-misunderstood framework of
their understanding of what democracy means.
Or, in other words, the Adivasi is the question
handled by this volume, the Adivasi manner of
questioning too is its concern and the questions
raised by Adivasis before the Indian nation too
are its paramount concern.

Extracted from Being Adivasi: Existence,
Entitlements, Exclusion by Abhay Xaxa (Editor),
Ganesh N. Devy (Editor) & run with due permis-

sions from Samruddha Bharat Foundation and
publishers Penguin Random House India
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If we ask somebody what is the disease of the present cen-
tury the answer we are likely to get would be Covid-19.
How ironical and sad because the disease of the previ-

ous century also was something similar though it was called
by a different name — Spanish flu. Two conclusions can be
drawn. First, that we have hardly achieved anything signif-
icant to prove that humanity has grown in strength when it
comes to being a match for nature’s power and intrigues. True,
we have spent billions on so called research and technolo-
gy to make human beings less vulnerable. But neither the
research nor the technology came to our rescue in the bat-
tle against this pandemic. Yes, the research and technology
has made a few richer and many poorer. The second con-
clusion that we can draw is that our predicament will be no
better hundred years from now when it comes to man ver-
sus nature. But this reality notwithstanding, let’s come back
to the initial question regarding the disease of the century.
But is Covid-19 really the disease of the century? Not exact-
ly. And the reasons are not far to seek. Of course, the recent
coronavirus pandemic was in some way responsible for killing
a large number of people around the world. But so are many
other diseases. Then there are many other reasons why peo-
ple die. Accidents, suicides and what not. Further, in many
cases deaths cannot be attributed to one single reason because
of the fact that multiple causation cannot be ruled out.
Moreover, statistical data is hardly reliable, given the prob-
lems in their recording, accuracy, and, of course, ability and
desirability of the enumerators. For the same reasons there
are many who say that deaths due to Covid-19 were not cor-
rectly reported. Not just in India, even in more advanced
countries like the US, deaths are usually recorded by the pre-
cipitating cause. Incidentally, even this is not very accurate-
ly diagnosed. Thus, in many cases it is difficult to pinpoint
exact cause of death. These days, to further confound the
confusion a new term co-morbidity has found its way into
the popular discourse. So it is difficult to be sure whether
corona aggravated co-morbid conditions or co-morbid con-
ditions worsened corona. However, in reporting deaths, coro-
na finds a place more often, given the excessive noise around
the pathogen that leads to availability bias. This is a psycho-
logical phenomenon, a mental shortcut that people tend to
resort to while evaluating, due to excessive information about
the subject. These days we found that everything veered
around corona increasing the possibility of availability bias.
And there were other interests,too. In fact, those other inter-
est played a major role in precipitating the crisis. No marks
for guessing what were those interests. We may come to that
a little later, but see what these interests led to. Hundreds of
so called scientific research papers being published and cir-
culated everyday worldwide, and without any clinching evi-
dence or conclusion. It seemed as if confusion was helping
the cause of some interested quarters. We are into strange
times that is wrongly called knowledge era. It is a purely busi-
ness era. Everything is business, business is everything. Health
is business. Education is business. Religion is business. Even
relationship is also business. It is the commerce age. Naturally,
in this age greed is the biggest disease. 

�����(��
�������	

�����������	�	��)�����	�)���������������	��
��#����
�	�(	�7�:	�����#	��	���	�����������(7�
�;�����7���

My honest answer is no; I don’t
except, occasionally. As I am
a thinking person, I am always

looking for ways to feel secure. There
are not so many ways; there is just one.
I have to take shelter of God, period.
As you may have guessed, I have tried
every way, but nothing else could
make me feel secure. Taking shelter of
God is tough, very tough, because one
has to give up ‘ahankar’ (ego) — an
intrinsic part of us. This is the cosmic
design.

The same cosmic design lets us
know that we live in two worlds. Yes,
there are two, not just one world. One
is the material world, about which we
are all aware of, and the other is the spir-
itual world. This world consists of God
and those who have realised their iden-
tities as souls, i.e. ‘aham brahma asmi’.
Both these worlds are governed by the
‘karmaphala’ principle, which in short
means ‘what we sow we reap.’ All our
acts, whether done by our minds, words
or the rest of our bodies result in fruits,
both good and bad, depending on
whether they were good acts or bad
acts.

Fortunately, in the spiritual world
there are only good acts, i.e. spiritual
acts, beginning from a silent prayer of
a child asking for the well-being of his
parents. Each such act is duly record-
ed for rewards in future. Lord Krishna
states in the Bhagavad Gita, “Neither
there is waste of effort here nor there
is opposite effect. Even a little of this
activity protects one from great fear.”
(2.40) This goes on throughout one’s
life. All acts add up and continue to be
recorded. The question is: Have we
totaled enough spiritual acts, especial-
ly by the time we reach old age, when
we need them the most? Because

knowingly or unknowingly we have
also been accumulating bad material
acts in the past, including in previous
lives, which come to fruition at their
appointed times. Why else are we here?

If we have been doing spiritual acts
also, God gets involved, He is pleased.
He manifests vis-à-vis the person/devo-
tee concerned. He begins to take
charge of that fortunate soul’s life.
Guidance and help start arriving. God,
being omniscient, is in perfect position
to do so. Surprising as it may seem to
some, God guides about everything
material and spiritual. He even helps in
changing people’s hearts in our favour,
if God becomes so inclined. God also
gives us strength to tolerate the
inevitable miseries of this material
world. Our present activities, i.e. ‘kriya-
mana’ become highly productive and
efficient. Our ego begins to shrink. One
becomes more and more dutiful both

materially and spiritually.
Personally, I am much gratified

when God bails me out of some pun-
ishment, which was due to me for bad
acts done earlier God manages to do
so without infringing on the
‘karmaphala’ principle. He takes into
consideration the bad act done earlier,
which is due for punishment. He also
considers what spiritual acts have been
accumulated, which could be used to
mitigate the suffering. God has to
ensure that His devotees never perish-
es, as promised by Him in the Gita verse
#9.31. This means that the resultant suf-
fering must be tolerable. 

Having understood what the Lord
does for us devotees, I am absolutely
amazed. Not only do I feel more
secure now than ever before, I am able
to control my mind and senses better
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Karma and Destiny — these
words are quite familiar
and a part of our everyday
conversation. However,
when we dig deeper into

the true meaning of these, we come
to realise what appears simple isn’t so
if we view it from the lens of duality. 

So, what are Karma and Destiny?
It would not be very wrong, if we were
to say that memory and latent tenden-
cies (conditioning of the mind) is
‘Destiny’ and ‘perceived action’ as a
result of the circumstances created by
this combination of memory and
latent tendencies, is Karma.

Let’s examine what this memory
is, and why the action is described as
‘perceived’. When deeds get stored in
the perceived subconscious, the ten-
dencies and memory come together
to create a situation where the action
needs to come to fruition. The stored
deeds awaiting fruition are destiny and
the fruition itself is karma. When we
view it from a lens of duality, we per-
ceive all of this within the mind.

Our scriptures say, all that has
been created is from and in the infi-
nite consciousness or the conscious-
ness supreme. Like when we dream,
we create form, experiences, conse-
quences and feelings, but when we
wake up from the dream, we realise
it was all unreal. Those who are in an
enlightened or in an awakened state
see themselves as no different from
this consciousness supreme, and the
actions, and all else that exists, are a
part of the dream and therefore,
unreal that we view as real, only in our
perception. 

As we create the world along with
our cravings and attachments, these
are apparently writing our Destiny,
through us. However, rather than
being truly written, its being imagined.
Since the past, past present and future
too, are measures of the mind and for
the sake of simplicity, may be viewed
as stacked in a layered manner as
opposed to linear progression, the
fruition is not awaiting a subsequent
date, but is also happening in the
moment. This is quite like watching
a movie at home, one has the ability
to forward, rewind, skip and imagine
what is likely to happen in the movie.
Now imagine the director of the
movie conceiving it in his mind — all
the parts, wardrobes, the sets, the visu-
al cues and each scene being shot
independent of the other to be strung
together later as he deems fit. As you
start to see how this plays out, so do
our lives in terms of Karma and
Destiny. 

When we identify ourselves as dis-
tinct from the infinite consciousness,
we create duality as a result of the
mind and egotism, however in reali-
ty there is only one perpetual truth -
simplistically stated as us being the
creations of the thought or imagina-

tion of the consciousness supreme.
Therefore,all that exists, all beings,
their minds, their fruition, exists in the
infinite consciousness. 

Some like Sage Bhrigu and
Nostradamus have seen this movie
called destiny because they see the
infinite consciousness, and all the
memories, tendencies, characters and
the actions are ultimately just a part
of this consciousness. To explain it in
simple terms — if we can wake up,
recount and document each detail of
the dream we have witnessed, we will
be able to write a perceived prophe-
cy, since in each dream there are
beings, environments, elements
actions and consequences. Like in a
dream, in an enlightened state we
transcend time since we are capable
of viewing all that is on at the same
time. In any event, from the place we
are viewing it, time is a measure of
epochs and not years. 

So, what about free will? Is that
too an illusion? How can there be free
will when it is being conceived of
something that in itself is unreal? The
action too exists in our mind and has

been determined by our memory and
tendencies — it is also being created
like in a dream where we are imagin-
ing new things as we deal with the
existing. Our individualised con-
sciousness is the recipient of the
memories pending fruition, and we
then live part of these out, and create
another set of memories for further
fruition.This is why it is said that the
scenarios repeat till we learn our
lessons.If the perceived action plays
out in a way that we perceive as wrong,
we create a different script from this,
for fruition at another time. However,
when our embedded memories
believe that the action has fructified,
the memory is discarded as it creates
no further actions and leads us on the
path to freedom from samsara. All of
this too is unreal, much like a simu-
lation or as in a movie like the Matrix
or Inception. However, unlike the
movies you don’t need ‘software
codes’ or ‘spinning tops’ to second
guess the truth. 

Once you realise it, you see the
movie as the director as opposed to
actor impacted and immersed in the

role so deeply that he is unable to see
the difference between what is ‘real’
and what is ‘reel’. 

Can destiny be changed? Only a
Siddh Guru can change destiny. Being
enlightened, he knows the true nature
of reality as he is ‘one’ with the reali-
ty. It is easy for him to distinguish
between what is real and the unreal.
He can alter the unreal through a sim-
ple thought. A Siddh Guru is the guide
who can take you through the jour-
ney of self-enquiry and help you over-
come the inner turmoil that arises
from cravings of the mind. 

While the above explanations are
perhaps those at a ‘school level’ in the
spiritual journey, you will need a Siddh
Guru to accelerate your ‘Spiritual
PHD’. It’s a journey of experiencing
and realisation through the experi-
ences. And as you go through it, you
will know that there are not timelines
that can be set in the world we are
familiar with in order to help you get
there. So be patient and aware of your
experiences.
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Colours are an integral and
essential part of our daily
lives. Their role in our

lives is at times dramatic and at
others subtle. They can be used
to express, impress and more.
There are numerous ancient cul-
tures around the world that
believe in the healing powers of
colours. Chromo therapy also
known as light therapy is a pop-
ular holistic healing and medi-
tating treatment. Psychologists
and medical researchers, have
for years, conducted several
studies on the effect of colours
on the psyche. Advertisements
incorporate conscious use of
colour to emanate certain feel-
ings about products and places.
For the same reason, we believe
that focusing on colours during
your daily meditation will prove
to have a significant impact on
your daily meditation. 

Before we delve into this,
let’s understand the relationship
between colours and chakras.
The sanskrit word for wheel,
‘chakra’ is known to be located
in a straight line with your spine.
The seven chakras in the body
run down the centre, right from
the top of your head to the base
of your spine. Each chakra is an
individual energy centre and has
a unique colour representing it.
Colour meditation requires you
to focus on each of your chakras
and their respective colours to
maintain an ideal balance
between body and mind. This
balance will thereby promote
healing and peace of mind. The
chakras can be related to the ele-

ments of the Earth — air, fire,
water, ether, spiritual awakening
and enlightenment. The seven
chakras and the colours associat-
ed with them are:
● Red: The colour represents
the chakra located at the root of
your spine. It is known as your
life force and represents stability.
While meditating focusing on
the colour red will help you
assuage gnawing feelings of frus-
tration and anger. Red is the
colour that stimulates your body
and mind thereby increasing
your stimulation. 
● Orange: It represents the
chakra located in the naval area,
also known as the sacral chakra.
Focusing on the colour orange
will help you mitigate issues
with sensuality, relationships,
physical pressure, emotional self

expression and creativity.
Orange is known to kick start
your nervous system and acti-
vate stimulation. 
● Yellow: Just below your
breastbone, is located your solar
plexus chakra. Yellow focuses on
your solar plexus chakra and has
an impact on your optimism,
happiness and thought process-
es. Yellow is the colour that
affects your physical vitality,
mental awareness and ability to
think and process analytically. 
● Green: The heart chakra is
located in the centre of your
chest. Green focuses on your
heart chakra and instills emo-
tions of peace, love and nurtur-
ing. It initiates physical healing.
This is why most hospitals are
painted green.
● Blue: Located at the base of

your larynx is the throat chakra
and blue focuses on it. While
meditating, focusing on your
throat chakra will help you with
your confidence and self expres-
sion. Physically blue controls
your thyroid gland and lymphat-
ic system. 
● Indigo: This represents the
third eye chakra, i.e. located in
the middle of your forehead.
Focusing on the colour while
meditation will help with your
intuition and peace of mind. 
● Violet: Located at the top of
your skull the crown chakra is
represented by the violet colour.
Meditating on the colour will
help you align with universal
consciousness and make your
more self aware and at peace
with your self. 

The writer is a visual artist
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World Bank has held its

growth outlook for the
Indian economy at 8.3 per
cent despite a global pandem-
ic. To support growth, there
would be greater demand on
natural sources where agricul-
ture holds a pivotal role. Today,
we are expecting agriculture to
provide alternative fuel and
sustainable energy sources. In
India, agriculture remains the
largest source of employment.
It is imperative for India to
actualise the PM’s vision for
farmer welfare at the core of
agri development. 

Farm production must be
aligned with good market
infrastructure to enable farm-
ers to sell their produce at rea-
sonable prices and improve
the flow of much-needed pri-
vate investments in the sector
for crop development and farm
practices. 

Many government initia-
tives in this regard are laudable
such as National Agriculture
Market (eNAM) to create a
unified national market for
agricultural commodities,
National Mission for
Sustainable Agriculture
(NMSA) for enhancing agri-
cultural productivity in rainfed
areas, and digitisation. 

Cash crops like tea, coffee,
tobacco, cotton have a strategic
role in India’s international
agriculture play. Take for exam-
ple tobacco crops which are
one of the largest foreign
exchange earners with exports
of �6,500 crore in 2021. Indian
FCV tobacco has a new oppor-
tunity in the global market due
to new-found usage in medi-
cines for several autoimmune
and inflammatory diseases,
including diabetes. But for this
to happen, we must invest in
R&D to produce value-added
tobacco products that capture
growing buyer interest and
thus improve the country’s
position as the 2nd largest
exporter of tobacco.  

Challenges faced by
FCV farmers

Unfortunately, tobacco
farming is suffering due to the
actions of vested groups advo-
cating high taxes on FCV
tobacco to achieve tobacco
control goals by making ciga-
rettes unaffordable. This has
resulted in reduced crop size
with a decline in the acreage of
land under tobacco cultivation.
According to industry sources,
tobacco use in legal cigarettes
registered a sharp decline in the

last few decades when illicit
cigarettes gained market share.
This contributed to shrinkage
in FCV crop size by sharp 39
per cent from 316 million kg
per annum to 218 million kg
per annum between 2013-14
and 2021-22. Our country has
also witnessed a big decline of
1 lakh hectares in FCV tobac-
co acreage between 2013-14
and 2020-21 which led to 35
million man-days of employ-
ment loss.

Also, FCV tobacco exports
from Indian have become
uncompetitive globally losing
share to countries like
Zimbabwe, which is catering to
the international tobacco mar-
ket despite its small size.

Today, legal cigarettes have
become unaffordable in India.
Cigarette in India cost amongst
the highest in the world as a
percentage of per capita GDP
at 7.70 per cent in comparison
to 0.46 per cent for the USA
and 1.14 per cent for China
(WHO Report). This is even
though cigarettes are only 8 per
cent of tobacco consumed in
the country while 92 per cent
is other forms of tobacco. This
is in stark contrast to the rest
of the world where tobacco is
synonymous with cigarettes

representing 90 per cent of
tobacco consumption.

The World Health
Organization (WHO) in a
report on the Global Tobacco
Epidemic 2021 has acknowl-
edged that the affordability of
legal cigarettes in India reduced
sharply from 11.10 per cent in
2010 to 13.78 per cent in 2020.
These findings were further
corroborated with the results of
the American Cancer Society
study which observed that
India has one of the lowest per
capita cigarette consumptions
in the world.

The above situation is
stressing the farm community
as consumers shift to smuggled
cigarettes that do not use
domestic tobacco. This is
besides revenue loss to the
exchequer which further lim-
its the government’s ability to
invest in R&D which means
farmers are not able to refine
their products to meet inter-
national standards or come
up with other farm innovations
which can increase demand for
Indian tobacco. 

As per FICCI CASCADE’s
study, the total loss to the
economy because of cigarette
smuggling has been �16,138
crore while the total employ-

ment opportunity lost in the
sector is about 3.34 lakh.

Vested groups and
flawed research reports

The problem lies in mis-
leading data, which the poli-
cymakers are bombarded with,
which limits their capacity to
make informed and prudent
decisions. Take for instance two
separate studies conducted in
2018 and 2020 and cited in cer-
tain media articles which claim
that the illicit cigarette sales fig-
ures are exaggerated.

The first study uses empty
packs picked from retailers to
compare legal and illegal ciga-
rette sales, in total disregard of
the fact that retailers would be
hesitant to disclose that they are
selling illegal cigarettes. No
retailer in his right mind would
save the empty pack as there is
a deep fear because of coercive
laws against them. Our custom
laws put the onus on retailers
to prove that the product being
sold is a legal product. So, the
researchers using this tech-
nique to understand illegal
cigarette sales will only get a
lopsided view. 

The second study, on tax
gaps, confirms a steady
increase in consumption of

illegal cigarettes between two
time periods. Also, the pro-
portion of illegal cigarettes as
a percentage of legal ones in the
two studies has a difference
exceeding 100 per cent, raising
doubts as to which of the fig-
ures are accurate.

It is unquestionable that
smuggled cigarettes are a rag-
ing phenomenon not only in
India but all international mar-
kets. It has been established
through studies by reputed
research firms that India is the
fourth largest and fastest-grow-
ing illegal cigarette market in
the world.

As per Euromonitor
International, Illicit cigarette
volumes in India registered a
whopping 44 per cent in a
decade from 19.5 billion sticks
in 2011 to 28.1 billion sticks in
2020. This takes the market
share of illicit cigarettes in the
country from 21.3 per cent in
2015 to 27.6 per cent in 2020.

It is noteworthy to know
that a recently released report
by Organized Crime and
Corruption Reporting Project
(OCCRP) states that one of the
largest global cigarettes MNC
as part of its market expansion
strategy has been using smug-
gling as one of the distribution

channels to increase their mar-
ket penetration. Unfortunately,
vested groups do not share
such market developments
with the policy makers.

Despite this, the move to
project in studies low penetra-
tion levels of illicit cigarettes
below international markets
(which are better regulated) is
an obvious mis-projection.

Such grossly unreliable
studies should be looked at
with caution as they give a
skewed picture of the illegal
cigarette trade in the country
and downplay the severity of
the illegal cigarette trade in the
country.

India has the option to use
cash crops like FCV tobacco to
its strategic advantage given the
huge potential of tobacco in
newer applications. We should
not let this opportunity slip and
extend all necessary policy
support to the FCV tobacco
farmers in earnest to capture
the growing tobacco market.  

(The writer is president of
Federation of All India Farmer
Associations (FAIFA), a non-
profit federation whose mis-
sion is to support the farming
community in India and create
a sustainable future for farmers)

The infamous Guantanamo
Bay military prison com-

pleted two decades of its oper-
ations this January 11, 2022.
Many say that this secret jail is
truly an ethical failure of the
American justice system.
Besides, the last twenty years in
Guantanamo have been a cat-
astrophic legal misstep that is
bringing home more problems
and disgrace than credible
solutions. It is increasingly
becoming a symbol of torture.
The military prison in Cuba is
now left with only 39 inmates.
During its peak time, it housed
nearly 800 prisoners. Indeed,
some media reports say that it
is symptomatic of CIA-sanc-
tioned torture cells carried out
in stealth. Today another crit-
ical question looms large over
the Biden Administration: Is it
worth guarding 39 prisoners
with one of the most sophisti-
cated ring of 1,500 comman-
dos? It is felt that the taxpay-
ers’ dollars must be spent judi-
ciously at a time of global
pandemic like the Covid-19.

The Guantanamo deten-
tion camp, also called
Guantanamo Bay,
Guantanamo or Gitmo, is in
the Southeastern part of Cuba.
The horrible prison is located
at the Guantanamo Bay Naval
Base of America. It was creat-
ed by then US President
George W Bush in the year
2002 after September 11 terror
attacks on the country. And the
prison was especially designed
to host the inmates who were
caught as a part of the Global
War on Terror (GWOT).
Though the prison was first
used in 2002, the American
Government has been main-
taining a military naval base
there since 1903. Interestingly,
the original prison was named
Camp X-Ray. In fact, after the
terror attack on September 11,
the prison facility was made
ready for immediate use in just
96 hours. Shortly after the
Bush administration dethroned
the Taliban Government head-
ed by Mullah Omar in
Afghanistan, the facility came
into being as the most secure
prison. The first batch of
detainees was brought to the
prison on January 11 the very
next year and they were classi-
fied as “enemy combatants”.

Most of the inmates of
Guantanamo Bay were from
those nations who were either
a part of the GWOT or those
who had helped harbouring
terrorists. Precisely, the major-
ity of them belonged to the
countries of West Asia. The
worst part of the Guantanamo
saga was that these prisoners
were captured on foreign soil
but were not charged on any
particular crime. Further, they

were detained in this secluded
prison for an indefinite period
and were denied access to any
legal counsel. Another impor-
tant point to be noted here is
that the GWOT is not an offi-
cial war as there was no decla-
ration of war by the US
Congress. On November 13,
2001, barely two months after
the terror attack, President
Bush announced a military
order, officially permitting
these actions: it authorised the
detention and trial by the
Military Commission of any
current or former member of
the al-Qaeda and anyone who
aids or abets its work or har-
bors its members. Thus, the
GWOT has no scheduled end
date, and it has handed down
an indefinite mandate to the
powerful armed forces to carry
out the operation as long as the
real culprits are not held. And
when Osama bin Laden, the
brains behind 9/11, was killed
by American forces in 2011
during the Obama adminis-
tration, in a way, the biggest

milestone of the operation was
already achieved. 

Now, America’s withdraw-
al from Afghanistan was com-
pleted last year by handing over
the reign to the same Taliban,
the butchers against whom
America and other liberal
nations fought for nearly two
decades. Now, there is no point
of maintaining the
Guantanamo Bay. In fact, the
terror has come home all the
way. It is ubiquitous now. 

Now, the most pertinent
questions are: Why
Guantanamo was chosen and
why is it still open? First of all,
the US strategic experts and
security agents wanted to keep
the global terror suspects out-
side the purview of public and,
most importantly, the constant
media glaze. Also, when they
are housed far away from the
US mainland, these detainees
will not be able both to demand
and enjoy the protection of
rights under the country’s jus-
tice system. Another critical
point to note here is that the

117-square kilometre base had
enough space and facilities to
hold the prisoners for a long
time. Many human rights
advocates say that this Bay is
not technically a part of the US
territory, but rather an “island
outside law”. Second, it is still
open as there are tough
Congressional roadblocks to
close the jail.

Global experts condemn
unrelenting human rights vio-
lations at Guantanamo Bay.
The detention centre is inter-
nationally known for its human
right violations committed
there. The saddest part is that
the international community
has failed to discharge their
responsibilities to get the prison
shut by using pressure on the
successive US Government
since 2002 or by enforcing
international human rights
obligations. Rights advocates
say that the American actions
at the prison violate its oblig-
ations under the Third Geneva
Convention, the International
Covenant for Civil and Political

Rights (ICCPR), the
Convention Against Torture
(CAT) and the customary
international law. It is widely
recognised that violations at
Guantanamo Bay include ille-
gal and indefinite detention,
inhuman conditions, torture,
unfair trials (military com-
missions), etc.

Today, the prison has
become a symbol of American
injustice and torture. In a nut-
shell, Gitmo was prepared just
to torture the detainees, most-
ly belonging to the al-Qaeda
and the Taliban. Today, this
island prison bears the testi-
mony of what many call the
first war of the 21st century.
This war was a different kind
of a war against a different kind
of enemy. The GWOT high-
lights the fact that the enemy
is not a nation, but the enemy
is massive global terror net-
work that threatens the way of
life of all peaceful people. 

Frankly speaking, it is clear
now that there had been and
also continues to have flagrant

violations of international
human rights of the detainees
inside the prison complex. As
the prison has been kept com-
pletely out of global media
glaze, a very few of the tragic
incidents that took place inside
were brought to the notice of
the outside world.

The maintenance of
Guantanamo Bay prison is an
insult to American democracy
and the liberal ethos that
Washington has been preach-
ing for decades. President
Biden can finally put an end to
the extra-judicial and abhor-
rent system that has existed in
Guantanamo for the last twen-
ty years. If one flashes back and
observes, they can single out
how different US Presidents
attempted to deal with the
Guantanamo crisis differently
after the exit of Bush in 2009.
Barack Obama, a Democrat,
who took over the reign from
the Republican Bush, indeed
pledged to shut it down during
his first campaign for office.
During his electoral march, he

once said: “In the dark halls of
Abu Gharib and the detention
cells of Guantanamo, we have
compromised our most pre-
cious values.” An eloquent
speaker as he used to be, but he
found it too difficult to put an
end to the tragedies of the
prison. Even though he signed
an executive order to close the
prison within a year, he failed
to do so. Sadly, the Congress
maintained such restrictions
that barred Obama from clos-
ing the prison in the first two
years of his time in office. And
these two years have recorded
a Congress, largely controlled
by the Democrats. Interestingly,
liberal veterans like Bernie
Sanders and Elizabeth Warren
voted against easing
Congressional restrictions in
the Senate in the year 2013. But
Obama reduced the number of
inmates from 242 to 41 during
his tenure, by transferring some
of them to the United Arab
Emirates. When Donald
Trump came to office, he main-
tained the status quo.

Is there any hope that
Biden will be able to close
down the prison? At present,
the Democrats have a razor-
thin majority in the Congress.
And this is the only golden
chance to bring an end to
Gitmo, which Obama miser-
ably failed despite his tall
promises. If Biden wants to do
something on the issue, first he
must repeal long-held restric-
tions on shutting down the
prison as the US Congress
brings two legislations each
year, namely, an annual defence
authorisation bill and a
Government spending bill.
These are legal hurdles that
Biden needs to overcome at the
moment.

On record, Biden has also
pledged to close Guantanamo.
But the irony is that those
Congressional impediments
that prevented Obama are still
in the books. However, Biden
should give a final push. He
must not postpone. This col-
lective scar on American
democracy should be buried
with full presidential might
and by taking all legal nuances.
Hope, Biden, a matured and a
patient listener to the woes of
the world, would be able to fix
the rights problem.

(Dr Makhan Saikia has
taught political science and
international relations for over
a decade in institutions of
national and international
repute after specialisation in
globalisation and governance
from Tata Institute of Social
Sciences, Mumbai. He is the
chief editor of the Journal of
Global Studies, an internation-
al research journal)
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“Sir, what is in store of my daugh-
ter’s destiny? Does it indicate
marital break? My son-in-law

has serious anger issues, difficult for my
daughter to bear with.” Worried parents
of a married daughter came asking the
other day.

The above questions made me recall
Lord Buddha’s saying: “In a transitory
world, ever changing from within and
beyond, there is no scope for having a
perfect situation in life. Life is paradoxi-
cal — full of contradictions. Even cre-
ation is a result of convergence of the
opposites. So, reconciling dualities of life
is called for. Life, in fact, is an expression
of harmony of the opposites.” Those who
realise this profound truth, will relate
well to the self and those around with
relative ease and comfort.

The irony, however, is that every
being is born unique, each manifesting
varying desire and mind-trends, often in
conflict with others, coming as they may
as Karmic carryover from the past. So,
invariably we are all born with a precon-
ditioned mind, which allows a narrow
window frame to look at the issues in
hand. More often that doesn’t let you
look beyond with an open mind for a

reality check or better alternatives if any.
So, we fail to look at subject matter
under consideration in the right perspec-
tive due. Consequently, we are neither
able to articulate our thoughts and
moves rightfully, nor able to respond and
react intelligently to external promptings.
If that would not be enough, one’s ego
makes you conduct in a demanding
mode — expecting life to move on one’s
own exclusive terms. That is at the root
of all conflicts in life, be it marital, famil-
ial or societal. What gets lost sight of in
the process is that we don’t exist just by
oneself and therefore life won’t move
necessarily to our asking. We can’t ser-
vice even our existential needs by one-
self. We, therefore, need to learn to relate
well with those around, overriding each
other’s limitations. It needs to be appreci-
ated here that if one has a few weakness-
es, the positives would be much more.
The usual human tendency, however, is
that we get stuck to few negatives of oth-
ers, and all the more particularly in a
conflicting situation. In the process, their
positives elude our attention. So, we are
not able to perceive the other side right-
fully, and evidently to our detriment.

Before answering the questions

raised above, let me make it clear that
perception drives a being, which is
dependent on one’s inherent mind-
trends. So, whether any couple is to enjoy
a happy marital life or it would be subject
to twists and turns, will depend on per-
sonality traits of the two. That makes a
look into their mind-traits imperative.
Your son-in-law does seem to have anger
issues, but before expecting him to
behave, your daughter too needs to look
into her own flaws. Having said that, let
me assure you that their marriage is
going to stay. Progression of their charts
suggest that they are expected to make
necessary amends now and try to
improve their relationship.

Let us now look at the astrological
pointers to personality traits of the two.
Your son-in-law is born with Aries lagna,
which by itself is enough to indicate that
he would be impulsive, aggressive, impa-
tient and irritable. Mind signifying Moon
occupies the constellation owned by
Mars, incidentally the lagna lord, which
is tenanted in Virgo sign. It brings in a
perfectionist streak, by his self-defined
measures. If others don’t prove true to
his expectations, it becomes difficult for
him to digest. But then exalted Jupiter in

the 4th house suggests that he would be a
well-meaning person carrying the natur-
al urge to improve. In terms of time
frame, his progressed lagna was placed
adverse to Saturn, which accounted for
his unseemly conduct. But now he is
coming out of that trap, and so is expect-
ed to self-reflect upon himself to make
necessary amends.

Your daughter is born in Sagittarius
lagna, which makes her tactless and
undiplomatic, marked with indiscreet,
ill-phrased and ill-timed reactions, which
may offend others. Moon occupies
Gemini sign, and is placed adverse to the
Sun, which brings in the tendency to live
on her own exclusive terms. And when
she gets provoked, would be tempted to
go for a fight till finish. In her case also,
progressed lagna is closing up with natal
Venus, which implies that life ahead
should be comfortable.

These positive indications would
however come true only when they are
counselled to work upon their fault lines.
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