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1st CDS, Kalyan, Gita Press
head get Padma Vibhushan

Buddhadev refuses to
accept Padma Bhushan
PNS B NEW DELHI

n the eve of Republic Day,

the Centre bestowed the
Padma Vibhushan award,
India’s second-highest civilian
award, on the country’s first
Chief of Defence staff, late
General Bipin Rawat, and for-
mer Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister late Kalyan Singh.
The other two Padma
Vibhushan awardees are noted
musician Prabha Atre and Gita
Press Chairman Radheshyam
Khembka (posthumously).

Among the 17 Padma
Bhushan awardees, two polit-
ical leaders from the Congress
and the CPI(M) — Ghulam
Nabi Azad and former West
Bengal Chief Minister
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee fig-
ured in the prestigious award
list. However, Buddhadeb
refused to accept the award.
The Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) on Tuesday came out
with a list of 128 distinguished
personalities from different
fields for Padma Awards.

The list comprises four
Padma Vibhushan, 17 Padma
Bhushan, and 107 Padma Shri
Awards. Out of 128 awardees,
34 are women and the list
includes 10 persons from the

category of
Foreigners/NRI/PIO/OCI and
13 posthumous awardees.
Padma Awards are conferred in
three categories: Padma
Vibhushan, Padma Bhushan
and Padma Shri. Padma
Vibhushan is awarded for
exceptional and distinguished
service; Padma Bhushan for
distinguished service of high
order and Padma Shri for dis-
tinguished service in any field.

The Centre also awarded
Padma Bhushan to the coun-
try’s two Covid vaccine makers
Serum Institute’s founder Cyrus
Poonawala and jointly hon-
oured Bharat Biotech promot-
ers Dr Krishna Ella and wife
Suchitra Ella. Indian origin
CEO of Google Satya Nadella

and Microsoft CEO Sundar
Pichai have been awarded
Padma Bhushan. Former
Home Secretary and CAG
Rajiv Mehrishi, actor Victor
Banerjee and Gujarati writer

and  preacher  Swami
Sachidanad got Padma
Bhushan.

Among the 107 Padama
Shri awardees Olympic Gold
Medalist Neeraj Chopra, late
IAS officer and Airports
Authority Chairman
Guruprasad Mohapatra, noted
singer Sonu Nigam figured in
the list.

Former Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Kalyan Singh,
who died last year, has been
awarded Padma Vibhushan for
Public Affairs, while late CDS

General Bipin Rawat got the
same honour for Civil Service.
Congress leader Ghulam Nabi
Azad will be honored with
Padma Bhushan for Public
Affairs. Rawat hails from
Uttarakhand and Kalyan from
Uttar Pradesh, the two States
which are headed for Assembly
polls. The political significance
of the Centre’s decision to
handpick Azad for giving the
Padma award is not lost. Azad
comes from Jammu &
Kashmir, a Union territory,
where the Centre is trying its
best to win over the masses
through the political process.
Azad has been of late sidelined
in the Congress and has also
been in the news for repeated-
ly praising PM Narendra Modi.

Cong first family loyalist
RPN Singh joins BJP

PNS B NEW DELHI

Gandhi family loyalist RPN
Singh on Tuesday joined
the long line of senior Congress
leaders deserting the party.
The former Union Minister on
Tuesday embraced the BJP
dealing a blow to the Congress
and giving a psychological leg-
up to the saffron party in the
poll-bound Uttar Pradesh.

Singh, 57, is a prominent
leader and a member of royal-
ty from the Eastern UP. He has
been a three-time Congress
MLA from Padrauna and a
Member of Parliament from
Kushinagar.

He joined the BJP shortly
after writing a brief letter of
resignation to the Congress
president Sonia
Gandhi.

Singh’s exit from the party
has come as a massive blow to
the grand old party in the
run-up to Uttar Pradesh
Assembly elections. The
Congress leadership was appar-
ently caught by surprise
because it named Singh as the
“star campaigner’ only a few
days ago.

A section of the party lead-
ers feels that Singh’s exit was
good riddance because he had
been hobnobbing with the BJP
for the last one year to topple the
Congress-JMM Jharkhand
Government. RPN, known
within the Congress circle, was
Congress general secretary in
charge for the Jharkhand for the

Former Congress leader RPN Singh joins BJP at party office in New Delhi on
Tuesday

PTI

last three years.

Singh, a key Kurmi OBC
leader from eastern UP, is the
second big exit for the Congress
in the State after Jitin Prasada,
who is now a Minister in the
Yogi Adityanath-led BJP
Government in UP.

Addressing the media after
joining the party here at the
BJP headquarters in the pres-
ence of BJP UP in-charge
Dharmendra Pradhan, UP
party president Swatantra Dev
Singh, UP Deputy-Chief
Ministers Keshav Prasad
Maurya and Dr Dinesh
Sharma, and Jyotiraditya
Scindia, Singh lauded Prime
Minister Narendra Modi who,
he said, is being “appreciated
roundly for linking the ancient

Indian civilisation and cul-
ture  with the 21Ist
century”.

Singh is also seen as BJP’s
Assembly candidate against
OBC leader Swami Prasad
Maurya who recently left the
BJP to join the SP.

Criticising the Congress,
his erstwhile party, Singh said,
“I spent 32 years in one polit-
ical party (Congress). But that
party has not remained the
same as it was before when I
joined it. T will work as a
‘karyakarta’ towards fulfilling
PM Modi’s dreams for India,”
said Singh.

He also praised the double-
engine Government and the
change in the law and order sit-
uation in UP.
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SC issues notices
to Centre, EC on
guidelines on
‘freebies’ in polls
PNS ® NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday issued notice to
the Centre and the Election
Commission on framing of
guidelines on “freebies”
promised by political parties
before elections.

Observing that it was a
“serious issue’, and “freebie
budget” was going beyond the
regular Budget, the court
sought a response from the poll
body and the Union
Government in four weeks.

The Chief Justice of India
said that the Supreme Court, in
a different issue, had directed
the poll body to frame guide-
lines on the matter but the poll
body held just one
meeting whose outcome is
unknown.

“Within the limited scope,
we had directed the Election
Commission to frame guide-
lines. But subsequently, they
conducted only one meeting
after our directions. They
sought views from political
parties and thereafter I do not
know what happened,” NV
Ramana, the Chief Justice of
India, said.

A bench of CJI Ramana,
Justice AS Bopanna and Justice
Hima Kohli was hearing a plea
filed by lawyer and BJP leader
Ashwini Upadhyay saying pub-
lic funds were being misused by
all political parties, pushing
States deeper into
debt.

Delhi Govt offices to
have only Ambedkar,
Bhagat Singh photos

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

11 Delhi Government

offices will carry photos of
Bhimrao Ambedkar and
Bhagat Singh, and no pictures
of any political leader, Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
said on Tuesday.

Kejriwal also made the
announcement during the
Delhi Government’s Republic
Day programme that the
Government offices will hence-
forth not even have the Chief
Minister’s picture.

“The Delhi Government
is trying to fulfill the dreams
which Babasaheb and Bhagat
Singh saw for Indian society. No
other Government in the last 75
years tried to walk on the path
shown by Dr Ambedkar and
Shaheed-e-Azam Bhagat Singh.
Babasaheb envisioned highest
quality of education for every
single child of India but no
Government could provide that
in 75 years, with the education
revolution thriving in the State,
the Delhi Government dili-
gently working to ensure that
we can fulfil Babasaheb’s
dream,” the CM said.

“Both Babasaheb and
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Bhagat Singh wanted an inde-
pendent India wherein success
did not depend on one’s caste
or class and everyone got equal
treatment.”

Addressing Delhiites on
the eve of Republic Day,
Kejriwal said the AAP
Government increased 25 per
cent and worked from starting
to transform Delhi schools.

He also mentioned various
programmes in Government
schools.

“We are not just teaching
our students to be good citizens
but also inculcating entrepre-
neurship and Deshbhakti in
them. We are establishing the
Delhi Teachers” University with
the goal of preparing next gen-
eration teachers of the highest
global standards. Had Dr
Ambedkar been here with us in
the present, he would have
accepted us with open arms
and given us  his
patronage.

Himachal 52nd Statehood
Day: CM announces 31%
DA to State employees

RELAXES

ELECTRICITY
CHARGES UP
TO 60 UNITS

PNS B SHIMLA

Himachal Chief Minister Jai
Ram Thakur on Tuesday
announced 31 per cent DA to all
the employees of the State at par
with the Central Government
employees. He said that this
would provide financial benefits
of Rs 500 crore to the employ-
ees of the State Government.
The Chief Minister made this
announcement while address-
ing the state level function of
52nd Statehood Day in Solan.
He said that the state has recent-
ly implemented new pay scales
for employees of the State
Government ensuring benefits
of about Rs 6000 crore to about
2.25 lakh employees. He said
that it was felt that few dispar-
ities existed in the new pay
scales of few categories. Now,
the employees would be given
a third option besides two
options already given to them,
he added.

Thakur also announced

that pensioners of the State
Government would also be
given pension as per the new
pay scales of Punjab govern-
ment. This would benefit about
1.75 lakh pensioners by pro-
viding financial benefits of
about Rs 2000 crore.

He further announced an
increase in annual income for
availing the benefits of various
welfare schemes and pensions
for the weaker sections of the
society from existing Rs 35,000
to Rs 50,000. The benefits of
higher scales would be provid-
ed immediately to all those
constables who were eligible for
higher scales, he said.

The Chief Minister
announced that the domestic
consumers of the state whose
electricity consumption is up to
60 units per month would not
be charged any fee per elec-
tricity unit. They would incur
zero cost per unit of electrici-
ty consumed. With this deci-
sion, domestic consumers
whose electricity consumption
is up to 125 units, would be
charged only one rupee per
unit cost. Over 11 lakh domes-
tic consumers would be bene-
fitted from this decision and
the State government would
incur an additional expenditure
of Rs 60 crore on providing this
relief.

Channi ‘Thor’,
take on ‘aliens’ in Punja

MONIKA MALIK B CHANDIGARH

With the political parties
fighting the ballot-battle
in the virtual arena amidst
restrictions on physical road-
shows and rallies for February
20 Punjab polls, Punjab
Congress has come up with a
latest campaign video - inspired
by 2018’s Hollywood superhero
movie “Avengers” - featuring
Chief Minister Charanjit Singh
Channi as the mighty god of
thunder “Thor” and Rahul
Gandhi as “Bruce Banner”.
Through the 34 seconds
video, the Congress has virtu-
ally declared war against its
rival political parties. Sharing
it on its social media handles,
the party captioned, “We will
do whatever it takes to redeem
our beloved State from the

Rahul ‘Hulk’

-

clutches of evil forces working
against the interest of Punjab
and its people”.

In the video, Channi can be
seen as “Thor” carrying the
Stormbreaker, Rahul Gandhi as
“Bruce Banner” wearing the
Hulkbuster, Punjab Congress
president Navjot Singh Sidhu as
‘Captain America, and senior
party leader Sunil Kumar
Jakhar as “Groot”.

Schools for Classes
X to XIl to reopen in
Haryana from Feb 1

PNS B CHANDIGARH

With the cases of COVID-
19 declining in the state,
Haryana Government on
Tuesday decided to reopen the
schools for classes X to XII
from February 1 onwards.
However, the students who
want to continue with online
classes would be allowed to do
so. At present, the students are
attending online classes in the
state.

Education  Minister
Kanwar Pal Gujjar said that
after reviewing the situation, it
has been decided to reopen the
schools for classes X, XI and

XII from February 1.
Instructions in this regard have
been issued to district educa-
tion officers and others. They
have been directed to ensure
strict compliance of COVID-19
appropriate behavior, he
said.

He said 75 percent children
(15-18 years) have been given
the first dose of COVID vacci-
nation in the state and it has
been decided to reopen the
schools for students of class X-
XII. The decision for other
classes will be taken later after

reviewing the
situation again, he
said.
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In Life and Death

By Krishan Kalra

Pl.l.mlir Bishambar Lal was
the official Pujari in the
Sanatan Dharm  mandir o
Sargodha, a small town in
West Pakistan, He wis min
only the Pujari; he also
doubled as the Shastr and read
from the scripturgs  every
afternoon.  He wasn't thene
because he had bribed any
high-powered managing
commitiee or because his
father before him had done the
sime job. He was there simply
becawse the people of
Sargoddha loved and admired
this humble man, who was
their friend, philosopher amd
guide in many difficuli
siluations.
Punditji—ns e was fondly
called by everyone in the town
— hud been the Pujart for Dive
decades. He took care of the
moortecs in the sancium
sanctorm, while his wife - the
Panditayan swept and
scrubbed the rest of the modest
temple. He was there when the

people visited the temple early
in the morning: applying tlak
on their loreheads and giving
out -chamameit and  Prosad
Later, he would moke house
calls - for various poojis,
shruddhs, betrothals,
marriages,  mundians,  births,
deaths wherever he was
needed,  Allernoons  were
reserved for discourses. Trom
the seripiures — firat reading
shlokas in Sanskrit and then
trapslating  them  in simple
everydoy Punjabi.  Evenings
dpuain, people came o do
oheisance especially. an
Tuesdnys — and Punditi would
he there to help them, He was
indeed o part of life for
evervong in the sleepy lintle
town.  And for all his pains,
Punditpi got only two simple
menls a doy and a few sets of
rough homewashed Kuria-
dhoties.  The man just didn’t
want anything else for himszlf,
All collections in the mandir
went to charity

One morning. while doing
his surva-namaskar, after the
rourtine daily bath a the canil,
Punditi collapsed  and  died
instantancously (Mher
bathers rushed o help but there
wins nor Dife ledt in the obd maon.
The samtly mun had departed
peacelully without any fuss
and withowt any botheration 1o
anvene: o fypical of his lfe,
Someond ron and golatonga to
carry the body to the mundir
and the one-room  aparimen
behind it where the old couple
lived Another person
informed the lady. As thie body
wias kept in the mandir
courtyard, Panditavan  came
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and quietly touched her dead
husband’s  feet. In oa low
composed voiee she told the
gathering o wait for her us she
also wanted (o “sccompany
her hushband™ to the eremation
ground,  “Give me o few
minutes 0 gel ready™, she suid
andd went info her room. People
were aghast. Women did not
go with funeral processions
those daye, Yet, she had asked
them 1o wail, 50 they didn’
have d choice. Hall an hour
passed but there wirs no sign of
the old lady. All arrangements
had been made and they didn’
wint 1o delay the cremation.
Fhey would sgain Ity to
dissuwde her once she came
ol One of the ladies went and
knocked st the door. There
was noresponse, She knocked
again, stll no response;  She
pushed the door gently; it was

apen.  Inside, the Pandituyan
sat in Samadhi As she
touched her shoulder the

lifeless figure just rolled onto
the floor. The woman
shricked and more people
rushed inside.  Someone lelt
tfor the pulse. There was none
The lady had indeed succeeded
in “sccompanying her
husband” on his Tinal joumey

{A veteran of the
corporate world, the aushior
nerw' dloes amiv voluntory work
b varriesus splteres )

/ THE PIONEER

CIASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICE |

My son Sameer s/o Saleem is
being evicled from my movable
and immovable property
because of net to follow the
saying of mine

Sayerawlo Saleem H.No.-420
Mahigran, Roorkee, Haridwar

Disclaimer

The Fioneer does nol take
responsibifity for the content for the
advertisament (Display/Classified)
carried in fhis newspaper. The
paper does not endorse the same
Readers are requeslad 1o verily the
contents on their own

For adverisement booking or
any query contact-8045057787

President approves
medals for six police
personnel of U’khand

PNS = DEHRADUN

he President Ram Nath Kovimd
hos approved conferment of be
honoured with Police Medals on the
occasion of Republic Day on

10 candidates filed nomination
in Pauri, 9 in Chamoli

PNS = PAURK JOSHIMATH

Tm candidates filed their
nomination on Tuesdoy
from six Assembly
constituencies in Paun distrct
on Tuesday while two
noaminations were [led earlicr
on Monday, So far, o total of
12 candidates have filed their
NCHTT Lo,

On Tuesday, Bharativa
Janats Party candidate Dhan
Singh Rawar and Aam Aadmi
Party  candidute Gajendri
Chavhan Tiled their

F‘w

€y

Wednesday. According to the police | nominations  from  Srinpgor
headquarters, additional director | constituency.  Uttarakhand
general of police (administration) | Kranti Dal candidate
Abhinay Kumar has been selected for | Virendra Singh  Rawar and

President’s Police Medal (PPM) for
distinguished services while five
police personnel will be awarded
Palive Medals for their mentorions
service on the 73rd Republic Day.
These five medal awardees include
the deputy superimendent of police

Samajwadi Party  condidae
Jai Prakash filed nominations
from Chadbattakhal, The BJP
candidate Dileep Rawat Tiled
his nomination from
Lansdowne constiluency
while Congress: cundidate

Pushkarial

Baichwal Tiled
their nomination: [rom
Badrinath constiuency, CPI-

from Pauri constiluency
Earlier, on Monday UKD
condidate Moban Kala filed

{DySP) of Chomoli district, Dhan | Surendra Singh Negi filed his nomination  from  Srinagar M candidate Kunwar Ram
Singh Tomar, DySP Nandan Singh | nommation from  Kotdwar  constituency and UKD filed his nomination  from
Bisht (M) from Police He; wlyuarters, | constituency. BIP candidate  (Democratic) candidate Annu Tharall constituency

Pant filed nomination from
Chubattikhal constituency.

Similarly, four candidoes
filed their nomination from

Renu Bisht and UKD
condidate Shantl Prasad Bhatt

DyvSP of Pauri, Ganesh Lal, Inspector
Mahesh Chandra Chandola

Always Wear

(Intelligence  headquarters) from | filed nomination f(rom In the Chamol distnct,  Kamprivig constitiency on
Dehrndun ond sub inspector Ramesh | Yamkeshwar constituency  BIP candidote Mahendra  Tuesday. These include CPI- A Mask
Chandra Bhatt from Champawat. The | and BJP condidote Raj Kumar — Prasad Bhatt, Congress  ML's Indresh Maikhuri,

Stay Safe
Stay Happy |

PPID's Sureshi Devi, BIF's
Apnil Nauwtival and
independent candidate Tecka
Prasad Maikhuri

Pori and Akhand Bharat
Vikas Party candidiate Han
Kumar Shah filed nomination

State’s Director General of Police
(DGP) Ashok Kumar has
congratulisted all the medal winners
for this schievement.

candidme Riajendrm Bhandari,
CPl candidate Vinod Joshi
and PPID candidate
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Dissent erupts in U’khand Congress

over choice of candidates

Ranjit Rawat could contest against Harish Rawat in
Ramnagar, former Minister Durgapal resigns from party

PNS = DEHRADUN

DI'\.-.-L‘I:II has erupted in the
Congress party after the
release of the second list of
candidates for the assembly
clections. Imterestingly the
vorces af the dissent were less
after the Congress parly
released its first list of 53
condidates but after the second
Tist on Monday might revialt has
arisen in many seats.

In Ramnagar where the

party has announced
candidature of former chiel
minister Harsh Roawat, the

executive president ol
Uttarnkhand Congress Ranjil

Rawul s showing open
defllance. After the
announcement ol 1||l'

candidature of Harish Rawal
hundreds ol supporters of
Ranjit Rawat assembled in his

house in Ramanagar, The
Congress leadership is tryving
hard 10 placate Ranjit and is
offering him vcket Trom Salt
assembly  but 1l Tuesdoy
night, the Ranjit Rawal camp
was claimang that their leader
wolld enter into the contest as
an independent candidate from
Ramnagar. In Lalkian from
where the Congress Jus given
its tickel to Samdhya Dalakoti,

Covid-19——

the former mimster Harish
Chandra Durgpal announoed
rebellion. The senior leader
who represented the seat in the
election of 2012 resigned (rom
the Congress parly and
declared that he would comesl
as an independent candidate
from Lalkwan, A similar
situaticen 15 being witnessed in
Rishikesh where senior leader
andd former mimster Shoorveer
Singh Sajwan s angry over
denial of nicket to him, Here the
party has nominated  young
Javendris Hamola as iis
candidate. Alleging something
fishy in teket distribution
Sapwan said thar he was the
only maeme i the panel and in
gvery survey the party
conducted he wps on  top.
Sapwan sand he is confadent that

Six deaths, 3,893 new
cases reported in

PNS = DEHRADUN

Tha." curve of the contagion
of Covid-19 is continuing
to surge 0 Uttarakhand. On
Tuesday the bealth departnwent
reported  the  death of six
paticnts of the discase and
found 3,893 new cases of the
disease inthe state

The cumulative count of
Covid-19 patients in the siate is
niw it 407, 358 while atotal of
3,60,180 patients have
recovered lrom the disease so
far. A tolal of 7497 people
have died m the state so far
from Covid-19, The recoviery
percentage of the disense was ol
%8.42 per cent on Tuesday, The
positivity rate of the disease
mereased o 1368 per cent on
Tuesday

The authorities reported
the death of wo patients from
Covid-1% ai Gen B C Joshi

|'||nF\|I.|| DRI MNamital on
Tuesday while one paticnt each
dicd ar Government Doon
Medical College (GDMC)
hospital Dehradun, Yinay
Vishal hospital Roorkee, Base
hospital  Kotdwar and CHC
Khatimaon Taesday

The hedalth department
reported 1316 new  patients
from  Dehradun, 609 from

Handwar, 585 from MNuainial,
290 fronm Udham Singh N
214 from Pauri, 189
Chamali, 134 from
108 from  Pithorugarh,
from Tehri, 90
Champawat, 54
Urtarkashi and 64
Bageshwar on Tuesday.
The active case count of
Covid-19 in the siate 15 now
31,226, Dehradun with 13,440
cascs 15 al the top of the table of

from
A lmisra,
L]
From
from
Irivm

OVID-1

UPDATE

active while Huaridwan
has 4,353 acuve cases of the
disease which is followed by
MNuiniinl  distnier with 3,672
getive cases, Lnarkashi is at the
bottom of the table wih 310
getive cases of the disease,

In the ongoing vaccination
drive 41 488 people were
vaccinated in 1231 sessions in
the state held on Teesday

CAsLS

the party would reconsader its
decision. In Rudraprayag also
former mimister Mathar Singh
Kondart hos announced ' his
rebellion from Congress,
Similarly former MLA
Bhimlal Arya has declared thit

he would contest as an

independent  from  Ghansali
assembly
The supporiers of

Congress  leader Raghubir
Singh Bisht who was the strong
contender for the pany ticket

from Lansdowne assembly
held @ protest at Congress
Bhawan on Tuesday over

demal of teket w their leader,
In Lansdowne the Congress
has given a tickét 1o Anukriti
Guszain Rawal who 15 the
davghterin-law of Harak Singh
Rawat

Governor approves
premature release of
U’khand 175 inmates on R-Day

PN5 = DEHRADUN

T:il&‘tl::n.' a humane  stand,
the governor Licutenant
Gieneral {retd) Gurmit Singh
has granted his assent 1o the
proposal Tor the premaiure
release of 175 prisoners
serving long  senlences in
variogs joils of the stale on
Eepublic Day. Since the
formuation of the stte, this is
the highest mumber of inmates
granted premature  release
simultaneously on
compassionate  grounds by

the governor. One of the
prigsoners (o be released
prematurely was serving

senlence in the prison for
more than 47 vears. Seven
olher prisoners wene serving
sentences in different prisons
for more than 40 years, OF
these, 26 prisoners were
serving sentences of more

AAP releases fourth list of
candidates for Assembly polls

PNS m DEHRADUN

iI he Awm Asdmi Party
(AAP) has released s

fourth list of candidutes for the
Uttarakhand assembly
elections scheduled 1o be held
on February 14, The stae in-

Bhondary from  Pratapnagar,
The party hos chosen Darshan
Dabhal and Sanjay. Soind to
contest the election from
Chakrata (ST) and Haridwm
constituencics FI."'LF{‘L'H\L'I:F

ﬁgﬁ

AAM AADMI PARTY

charge of the pany Dinesh
Mohamva released the list of
10 candidotes on Tuesday
evening. According o the list,
the party his selected Bhagwati
Prasad Mandoli o contest
election from Badrinath, Dayal
Singh Bisht from Kamproyag,
Kishori Nandon Dobhal from
Rudraprayag, Rawal from
Narendra Noagar and  Sagu

Natresh Prinece,
Chandraprakash Punheda and
Babita Chand will contest
elections from Roorkee
Pithoragarh  and Goangolibio
{5C) respectively, The state in
charge said that the party has
released the names of a todal of
61 candidates and the
remaining  names will be
revealed soon toss,

AAP's Gopal Rai
to arrive on 18-day
visit today

PNS » DEHRADUN

he cabinet mmister of Dell
and one of the star cimpigners

of the Aam Aadmi Pary (AAP),
Giopal Rai will be on an 1B-day visil

than 300 years,
I'L'Ili_‘il.l.l;' ol ning wismen
|Hi\1u:||_‘|"\ has alsa been
approved by Singh. The
inmates to be released
premuaturely include 27 from
Sampurnanand Camp in
Sitarganj, 52 from ¢entral jail
in Udhnm Singh \';;_g.ur_ hi
froan. Handwar district juil,
ome each from Pauri distnct
jail. Chamoli  distriet  jail,
central il Varanasi (Lt
Pradesh) and central jail
Fatehgarh (UP), two  Trom
central juil, Barcilly (UP) and
23 other prisoners. The
governor. has  granted his
approval for premature
release of these inmates on
compassionate  groumnds and
on the basis of their good
conduct

Premature 1o Unarakhand

assemhbly
Wednesday,
charge of the pany, Umo Sisodia
informed on Teesday that Rai will
participate in various door (o door
campaigns and hold meeting with
party workers seross the state from
January 26 to February 12, She said,
“Omn the first day. the AAP leader
will wisit Ranipur and will hold
multiple meetings. The next day, he
will participate in door to doo
CAmpaign
holding meetings with workers. O
Friday, Saturdoy and Sundoey, he
will
Falivar
Manglaur 1o
campaigns and meetings.” Sisodia
said that the party has prepared the
schedule for Ban tll Jononry 31 and
the details of the schedule for the
remaining 12 duayvs will be released

to campadgn  for
elections Trom
Ihe media co in-

in Jwalapur besides

visit Bhagwinpur, Piran
Haridwar rural and

participate in

BOHHLL

uttarakhand 03

‘Malpractice of using

liquor to manipulate

voters restricts development
of constituencies’

PURNIMA BISHT = DEHRADUN

Il-h'j__'.ll distribution of liguor is
a means  heavily used by
vartous political parties to bribe
ond monipulate voters, mostly
men, in many parts of
Litarakhand shead of elections
which is probably one of the
major reasons - for the stunted
!_'||1-.-.I!|1 YATious
constituencies. This is the
opimon of several women and
young have
wilnessed this malpractice

ol

volers who

within their families and
elsewhere. They said tha
though the practice is still

followed m the urban areas, il
has become more rampant in
rural and remole areas. “1 hoave
seen maost of the men rooting for
the candidates who  provide
them aleohol and chicken, Ul
they do not get sufficient bottles
of aleohol from & certadn
political party, they zet offended
and obviously di not vate Tor il
Though some say they would
not vole for the candidute of a
certain parly  because  they
dislike him or her, they cenainly
do not say no 1o alcohol
provided to them for free. For
them, it is an apporiunity (o get
freebies like alcabol and chicken
that lasts only till the polling
day.” said a 353-year-old Pushpa
Megi from Tehri. She said tha
though women are not offered
anything by the parties to
influgnce them o vole, they
gencrally vote for the candidute
sugpested by the male members
of the family. On the guestion of
why women do not vole as per
thetr choice, she replied, "W hat
difference does it make? No
mutter which party comes o
power, il does nol pay attention
1o poor people and only works
lor their own development., | do
nol even remember the
candidaie | vobed Tor the last
lime.” Another 27-year-old
wormian from Almora, Mamito
Bisht sibd thit since most of the
men in rural areas do not
understand the long-teom impact
of their votes in choosing a nght

or wrong camdidate, they see il s
a chance to take advantage and
2o for penty materialistic things
like aleohal in exchange for their
viotes, She said, "1 have observed
this malpractice since my
childhood duning  every small
1l |!I:_._' clection, 11 i5 not just
alcohol but somenmes money is
also given (o lure viders, Il o
candidate gives a bottle or two of
aleohol and o couple of notes W
men, many along  with  their
family members pet ready o
vote for the party. Actually,
people do not expect the leaders
here to work for their beterment
as most of them have remained
upathetic 1 the public’s needs.
So rather than looking 1o vode fos
a good condidote, they enjoy free
liquor and mopey ds long as il
lasts and this practice will
continue o plague the elections
here considering the present
sitvations,.” she opined
Dehradun resident Geeta Singh
saddd that such practices are also
carried out in urban wreas but
less openly than in the rural
areas. “The system of illegally
distributing alcohol during the
election season has also changed
with time. Unlike the rural areos,
purty workers here remuain very
cautious about to whom they are
giving these [frechies o as
chances of geiling caught ore
higher in cities, However,
people are manipulated by the
parties for votes and it will
continue 1o go on (il the volers
tuke theirright 1o vote seriously.
Several campsigns should be
run by the sdmimistration across
the state of leasi three months
before the elections addressing
these manipulative tactics of the
partics and how badly it can
affect their children's future,”
stated Singh

It s pertinent to mention
here that since impositon of the
minlel conduct on
January 9, the authonties have
spized about 25676 litres of
alcohol worth aboot Bs 1,19
[Hitlee |||1||i.' shatle
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nation

Celebrate Indian-ness this Republic Day: Prez to people
e

PNS B NEW DELHI

President Ram Nath Kovind
on Tuesday said India has
shown an unmatched resolve in
the face of the extraordinary
challenge to humankind posed
by the Covid-19 pandemic. A
strong and sensitive India is
now emerging, he pointed out
even as he asked people to cel-
ebrate “Indian-ness” this
Republic Day,

In his address to the nation
on the eve of 73rd Republic

Day, Kovind noted that democ-
racy, justice, liberty, equality
and fraternity form the bedrock
of India and stressed that the
observance of Fundamental
Duties mentioned in the
Constitution creates the prop-
er environment for the enjoy-
ment of Fundamental Rights.
This year’s celebrations
may be muted due to the pan-
demic, but the spirit is as
strong as ever, Kovind said.
Doctors, nurses and para-
medics have risen to the chal-

lenge, working long hours in
difticult conditions even at the
risk of their lives to attend to
patients. Others have kept the

nation moving, managing sup-
ply chains and utilities, he said.

Hailing the timely inter-
ventions by the leadership,
policy-makers, administrators
and others at the central and
state levels during coronavirus
pandemic, Kovind said it is a
testimony to India’s spirit in the
face of adversity that the econ-
omy is on the move again and
is projected to grow at an
impressive rate in this fiscal,
after going through contraction
last year.

“The impressive econom-
ic performance is made possi-
ble due to improvement in the
agriculture and manufacturing
sectors. I am happy to note that
our farmers, especially young
farmers with small holdings,
are enthusiastically adopting
natural farming;” the President
said.

As the supreme comman-
der of the Armed Forces,
Kovind said he was glad to note
that it has been a watershed
year for women empowerment

in the armed forces.

“Our daughters have bro-
ken a glass ceiling, and the per-
manent commission has now
been allowed for women offi-
cers in new areas, he said,
adding that “consequently, our
armed forces will benefit from
better gender balance”

Also, the talent pipeline for
the forces will be strengthened
with women coming through
Sainik Schools and the presti-
gious National Defence
Academy, the President said.

“I am confident that India
is better placed today to meet
the challenges of the future,
Kovind said, adding that new
opportunities await the next
generation.

Invoking Mahatma
Gandhi, Kovind said he would
have liked us to celebrate
Republic Day by striving to
become better human beings
and contributing towards the
making of a better India and a
better world.

“Two days ago, on 23rd

January, all of us observed the
125th birth anniversary of
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose,
who had adopted the energis-
ing salutation of ‘Jai-Hind’ His
quest for independence and his
ambition to make India proud
inspire all of us,” the President
said.

Referring to a visit to his
village in Kanpur, he also urged
the people to remember their
roots and work for the devel-
opment of their native village,
city and country.

Neeraj awarded Param

Vishisht Seva Medal

PNS B NEW DELHI

Twelve security forces per-
sonnel from the Army and
Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) were awarded Shaurya
Chakra by President Ram Nath
Kovind on the eve of Republic
Day on Tuesday. Olympic
javelin gold medal winner in
the Tokyo Games Neeraj
Chopra was awarded Param
Vishisht Seva Medal (PVSM).
He is a Subedar in the
Rajputana Rifles.

This gallantry medal is the
third-highest during peace-
time. Five of the six awardees
of the Army this year were con-
ferred the medal posthumous-
ly. Most of them sacrificed
their lives fighting militants in
Jammu & Kashmir. Similarly,
four of the six CRPF personnel
were also awarded the medal
posthumously.

Giving details here on
Wednesday, Defence Ministry
officials said the President has

approved awards of 384
Gallantry and other Defence
decorations to Armed Forces
personnel and others on the eve
of 73rd Republic Day celebra-
tions.

These include 12 Shaurya
Chakras, 29 Param Vishisht
Seva Medals(PVSM), 04 Uttam
Yudh Seva Medals, 53 Ati
Vishisht Seva Medals(AVSM),
13 Yudh Seva Medals, 03 Bar to
Vishisht Seva Medals, 122
Vishisht Seva Medals(VSM), 03
Bar to Sena Medals (Gallantry),
81 Sena Medals (Gallantry), 02

Vayu Sena Medals (Gallantry),
40 Sena Medals (Devotion to
Duty), 08 Nao Sena Medals
(Devotion to Duty), and 14
Vayu Sena Medals (Devotion to
Duty).

The Shaurya Chakra
awardees are Naib Subedar
Sreejith M(posthumous),
Havildar Anil Kumar
Tomar(posthumous), Havildar
Kashiray Bammanalli(posthu-
mous), Havildar Pinku
Kumar(posthumous), Sepoy
M Jaswanth Kumar
Reddy(posthumous), and
Rifleman Rakesh Sharma.

The CRPF Shaurya
Chakra awardees include
Commandant Dilip Malik,
Assistant Commandant
Anirudh Pratap Singh, Head
Constable Ajeet Singh(posthu-
mous), Constable Vikas
Kumar(posthumous),
Constable Puranand (posthu-
mous)and Head Constable
Kuldeep Kumar
Urawan(posthumous).

939 service

PNS B NEW DELHI

he Centre on Tuesday

announced a total of 939
service medals, including 189
for gallantry, for personnel of
various Central and State police
forces on the eve of Republic
Day. However, no one has been
awarded the topmost presi-
dent's police medal for gal-
lantry (PPMG) this time.

Among the 189 gallantry
awards, 134 personnel are
being awarded for their gallant
action in the Jammu and
Kashmir region, 47 for their
bravery in Left Wing
Extremism (LWE) affected
areas and one personnel for
similar conduct in the north-
east region.

The highest number of
bravery medals, 115, have been
awarded to the Jammu and
Kashmir Police, followed by 30
to the Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF), 10 to the
Chhattisgarh Police, nine to the
Qdisha Police, seven to the
Maharashtra Police, three each
to the border guarding forces of
Indo-Tibetan Border Police

medals announced on eve of R-Day

(ITBP) and the Sashastra
Seema Bal (SSB), and two to
the Border Security Force
(BSF), among others.

Eighty-eight personnel
have been awarded the distin-
guished service medal while
662 have been given the mer-
itorious service medal. 42 fire
service medals, 37 correction-
al service medals for police per-
sonnel and 51 'Jeevan Rakshak
Padak' were also announced.
The 'Jeevan Rakshak' series of
medals are given for meritori-
ous act of human nature in sav-
ing the life of a person.

Sanjeev Kumar Yadav IPS
of Delhi Police Cell is among
the GallantryMedal winners. 53
personnel of the Border
Security Force (BSF) have been
decorated with various police
service medals including gal-
lantry decorations. Constables
Anand Oraon and Sunder
Singh have been awarded the
PMG for thwarting smuggling
bids by armed smugglers along
the India-Bangladesh interna-
tional border in West Bengal.

18 personnel of the India-
China LAC guarding force
Indo-Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP) have been decorated
with various police service
medals including gallantry dec-
orations.

The PMG has been given
to the team of Assistant
Commandant Ashok Kumar,
Inspectors Suresh Lal and
Neela Singh for neutralising
two wanted Maoists during a
fierce encounter in the left
wing extremism-affected area
of Chhattisgarh's Rajnandgaon
district in February, 2018. A
huge assortment of arms and
ammunition was also recov-

ered after the operation.

Among the distinguished
service medal awardees is DIG
Ajay Pal Singh who joined the
mountain-warfare trained force
as an officer in 1990. DIG
Ramakant Sharma and GC
Upadhyay have also been
awarded the distinguished ser-
vice medal.

CBI officers probing post
poll violence cases in West
Bengal besides the one who
busted big bribery cases in
Railways are among 29 agency
sleuths awarded police medals.
Joint Director Ramnish Geer,
who led the probe in cases like
housing scam allegedly involv-
ing the then Union minister
Sheila Kaul, Naval war room
leak case, kidnapping of an NRI
businessman and his release
besides other high profile anti-
corruption cases, received the
coveted President's Police
Medal for Distinguished
Service.

He was among the four
CBI joint directors rushed from
Delhi to West Bengal to over-
see post poll violence cases
reported in the state last year.

Extended FCRA registration

of 11,594 NGOs which applied
within cut-off date, Govt tells SC

judgement is pronounced on a batch
of pleas, including those which have
raised issues concerning the Foreign
Regulation
(Amendment) Act, 2020.

Senior advocate Sanjay Hegde,
appearing for the US based NGO said
they have the information which is
available in public domain as per
which there are around 6,000 NGOs
whose registrations have not been
extended for whatever reasons.

The bench told Hegde that the
Solicitor General has submitted that
those who have applied, there regis-
tration has been extended. “If those
6,000 NGOs have chosen not to apply
for registration, that means they do not
want to continue in the present
regime,” the bench observed.

There were 22,762 FCRA-regis-
tered organisations till December 31,
2021. On January 1, the number came
down to 16,829. These are considered
"live" organisations. The officials had
said the FCRA licences of 18,778
organisations were expiring between
September 29, 2020 and December 31,
2021. Out of them, as many as 12,989
organisations have applied for renew-
al of the FCRA licence between
September 30, 2020 and December 31,
2021. Since 5,789 organisations did not
apply for the renewal of the FCRA
licence, they were deemed to have
ceased to be registered organisations,
an official had said. In addition to
them, renewal application of 179
organisations were also rejected by the
Home Ministry due to different rea-

PNS B NEW DELHI

The Centre on Tuesday told the
Supreme Court that Foreign
Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA)
registrations of 11,594 NGOs, which
applied within the cut-off date, have
already been extended. Taking note of
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta's sub-
mission, a bench headed by Justice A
M Khanwilkar refused to pass an inter-
im direction that FCRA registrations
of all organisations that were valid as
on September 30 last year ought to be

continued until further orders.

The bench, also comprising
Justices Dinesh Maheshwari and CT
Ravikumar, said the petitioners are free
to make representation to the con-
cerned authorities which may be con-
sidered on its merits in accordance
with law. The FCRA registration is
mandatory for any association and
NGO to receive foreign funding.
Mehta told the top court that 11,594
NGOs had applied within the cut-off
date and their registrations have been

extended for the time being.

The apex court, which is seized of
a plea filed by a US-based NGO seek-
ing quashing of the Centre's alleged
decision by which 5,789 entities lost
their FCRA registration, was dealing
with arguments regarding interim

relief in the matter.

While referring to Mehta's sub-
mission, the top court said that in light
of the stand taken by the authorities,
it doesn't intend to pass such interim
direction as prayed. The bench said the
petition would be listed after the

Contribution

sons.

PNS B NEW DELHI
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As home isolation cases up,
Mandaviya tells States, UTs
to bolster teleconsultations

As the majority of Covid-19 patients recuperate
in home isolation, the Union Health Ministry
is banking on teleconsultation services to provide
timely care to them. On Tuesday, Union Health
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya asked states to
adopt the hub and spoke model and open additional
teleconsultation centres.

“This will enable beneficiaries to access advice
from experts stationed at district hubs, " it said. He
said the government’s e-Sanjeevani telemedicine sys-
tem has provided services to more than 2.6 crore
beneficiaries where people can seek medical advice
from the confines of their homes,” he said during
an interaction with health ministers, senior bureau-
crats and administrators of nine states and union

These were Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal
Pradesh, Punjab, Chandigarh, Uttarakhand,
Haryana, Delhi, Ladakh and Uttar Pradesh, accord-
ing to a statement from the health ministry.
Mandivya also urged the health ministers and state
authorities to plug the existing gaps by efficiently
utilizing the amount sanctioned for various infra

On the importance of teleconsultation services,
Mandaviya urged them “This will prove to be a
game-changer and will be of immense value and
importance for the hard-to-reach and far-flung
areas, and especially in the northern regions in the
current winter season,” he highlighted.

He advised the states and union territories to
ensure that those in home isolation are efficiently
monitored in line with the national guidelines. This
will ensure that the vulnerable categories of active
cases in home isolation get the required medical help
in a timely manner, the statement said. The virtu-
al meeting was held to review public health pre-
paredness for containment and management of
Covid and the progress of the national Covid 9 vac-
cination campaign.

UP ELECTIONS

Star campaigner RPN's exit a
massive blow to Congress

DEEPAK KUMAR JHA B
NEW DELHI

Former Union Minister and
a Congress leader for over
three decades, RPN Singh's
exit from the party has come as
a massive blow for the grand
old party just few days before
the Uttar Pradesh Assembly
elections and just a day after he
was named a star campaigner
of the party.

A section of the party lead-
ers felt that the exit of Singh,
who was incharge of party
affairs in Jharkhand, is"good
riddance" since he was alleged-
ly working against the
Congress-JMM combine in the
State. However, another section
termed it as yet another alarm
bell for the party leadership to
wake up from slumber to put
the house in order.

The Congress late in the
evening appointed Avinash
Pandey as the AICC general
secretary incharge in place of
Singh.

Singh, a key Kurmi OBC
leader from eastern UP, is the
second big exit for the Congress
in the state after Jitin Prasada,
who is now a minister in the
Yogi Adityanath-led BJP gov-
ernment in UP.

He had been giving enough

indications to leave the
Congress since the run up to
2019 General Elections.

AICC sources said he had
not been attending the party
meetings in the last several
months though he was full time
incharge for the Jharkhand
Congress. Soon after Singh
announced his resignation
from the party, Jharkhand
Barkagaon MLA Amba Prasad
alleged that Singh had since
several months been attempt-
ing to dislodge the Congress-
JMM coalition government
and that there were reports
about him being in touch with
BJP leaders.

"The party leadership had
been cautioned on several
occasions about his anti-party
activities. Every true member
of Congress is happy with him
(RPN) going to BJP" Amba
Prasad tweeted.

RPN posted his resignation

letter addressed to Congress
president Sonia Gandhi,
"Today, at a time, we are cele-
brating the formation of our
great Republic, I begin a new
chapter in my political journey.
Jai Hind."

Kunwar Ratanjit Pratap
Narain Singh, popularly known
as Raja Saheb of Padrauna, was
a former Minister of State in
the Ministry of Home Affairs
in Congress-led UPA govern-
ment.

Jyotiraditya Scindia's exit
was among the triggers for a big
churn in the party that led to
23 leaders writing to Sonia
Gandhi asking for "visible and
full-time" leadership and col-
lective decision-making.

Scindia, Prasada, and
Singh, all Doon school pals,
were Rahul Gandhi aides and
were in the Council of
Ministers of the Manmohan
Singh Congress led UPA gov-
ernments.

As the media was abuzz
with RPN switching over to
BJP , Congress spokesperson
Supriya Shrinath at a Press con-
ference quoted Priyanka
Gandbhi as saying that the "bat-
tle which Congress party is
fighting can be fought only
with bravery" and "cowards
can't fight it".

/5% ICU Covid
survivors
grapple with
health problems

PNS B NEW DELHI

t least 75 per cent of the

Covid-19 survivors, who
were treated in the Intensive
Care Unit (ICU), experience
physical, mental and/or cogni-
tive problems one-year post
ICU, according to a large-scale
MONITOR-IC study published
in the journal JAMA.

The study was led by
Radboud university medical
center, in which the health
status of ICU survivors is mon-
itored with questionnaires up
to five years after ICU admis-
sion.

The study regarding long-
term health problems was con-
ducted among 246 Covid-19
patients (176 men/70 women)
who were treated in the inten-
sive care unit (ICU) in the
Netherlands. Their mean age
was 61 years. Using question-
naires, they were asked how
they were doing one-year post
ICU. Worldwide, this is the first
scientific research regarding
long-term problems among
Covid-19 ICU survivors.
Patients in this study were
admitted to the ICU during the
first Covid-19 surge between
March and July 2020.

Majority of patients expe-
rience health problems one-
year post ICU. This study
shows that three quarters of the
Covid-19 ICU survivors expe-
rience problems one-year post
ICU. These are primarily phys-
ical problems, whereby half of
the patients experience feelings
of fatigue. Other physical prob-
lems are e.g. a reduced condi-
tion, pain, muscle weakness
and shortness of breath.

Also, mental symptoms are
common; one in five Covid-19
ICU survivors experience feel-
ings of anxiety or post-trau-
matic stress. Furthermore, one
in six have cognitive problems
such as memory or attention
problems. These various prob-
lems negatively affect former
ICU patients’ daily lives.

Over half of them indicate
that they have work-related
problems because of the health
problems: they reduced their
working hours; they are still on
sick leave or have even given up
their job.

Yet another study has said
that about 50 per cent of peo-
ple infected with Covid-19
during the first wave of infec-
tions in 2020 may have long-
term and even permanent
changes to their sense of smell.

Scientists at the Karolinska
Institute in Stockholm found
this after they ran comprehen-
sive tests on 100 individuals
who caught Covid in the first
wave of infections in 2020.

Law Minister slams ‘elements’ trying to ‘discredit’ EC

PNS B NEW DELHI

Vice President M Venkaiah
Naidu on Tuesday called
for increasing the voter turnout

to at least 75 per cent in the
next Lok Sabha elections while
Union Minister for Law and
Justice, Kiren Rijiju said "ele-
ments" trying to discredit the
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Election Commission (EC)
were actually trying to discredit
the democratic process of the
country. The minister also said
the courts have a right to make
observations on  the
Commission but the judges will
also have to think about the
language being used.

In his message at an event
on the occasion of the 12th
National Voters Day, Naidu
said as a nation we must think
and arrive at a consensus to
have simultaneous elections to
all the three tiers of federal set
up and move towards better
governance by focusing on all-
round development of our peo-
ple. Naidu was the chief guest
at the event but could not
attend the function as he is in
home isolation in Hyderabad
after testing positive for
COVID-19.

The event was also attend-
ed by Chief Election
Commissioner Sushil Chandra
and Election Commissioners
Rajiv. Kumar and Anup
Chandra Pandey and repre-
sentatives of recognised polit-

ical parties, including
Trinamool Congress, BSP, BJP,
CPI, Congress and National
People's Party.

Naidu's message was read
out in Hindi and English. The
vice president said the country
has come a long way from the
first general elections of 1952
when only 44.87 per cent of the
eligible voters turned up to
vote. In the last general elec-
tions in 2019, 67.40 per cent or
more than two-third of the eli-
gible voters exercised their
franchise, he noted.

Rijiju said, people who
want to challenge democracy
have found a way of doing so
by challenging the poll panel.
The minister said the way EC
has handled challenges from
time to time, there is little scope
to criticise it. He, however, did

not name the "elements" he was
referring to. In a democracy,
people are free to criticise the
EC, but the criticism should be
based on logic, he said, adding
that the language used should
be within civic norms.

"If the courts says on EC, it
can. Courts have a right. But
the judges will have to think
about what language they are
using. Under what circum-
stances EC is working has to be
understood," he said.

Referring to the recent
passage of a bill on electoral
reforms, the minister said due
to "ruckus” in the House he felt
"handicapped" as he could not
explain in detail the reforms
being ushered in.

CEC Chandra said the
Commission has made
arrangements for holding
“Covid-safe” elections in the
five states going to Assembly
polls. The Commission con-
ferred national awards for the
best electoral practices to offi-
cers for their outstanding per-
formance in the conduct of
elections in different spheres.

Govt Imposes curbs on
export of human hair

RAJESH KUMAR B NEW DELHI

Amid a sharp rise in
instances of hair smug-
gling to China that has
squeezed raw material sup-
plies for Indian exporters of
hair products, the government
on Tuesday put restrictions on
the export of human hair.
Earlier, hair exports were
allowed without any restriction.
As per the new norms , now an
exporter would have to seek
permission or licence from the
Directorate General of Foreign
Trade, Ministry of Commerce
to ship hair outside India.
Last year, the Directorate of
Revenue Intelligence busted a
scam involving Chinese nation-
als in exporting human hairs
from Bengaluru to China via
Myanmar. Bangladesh has now
emerged as the new transit hub
for human hair smugglers.
While high quality locks go for
anywhere between Rs. 4,000 to

Rs. 15,000 per kg, the lower
quality human hair 'waste'
starts at a comparatively measly
Rs. 4 per kg. In a notification,
the Director General of Foreign
Trade (DGFT) Santosh Kumar
Sarangi on Tuesday said, the
export policy of human hair,
unworked, whether or not
washed or scoured; waste of
human hair or any other form
of raw human hair...Has been
put under restricted category,
with immediate effect.

The hair export market in
India is worth Rs 6,000-8000
crore — 5 percent of the hair
comes from donations at tem-
ples and rest through collection
of comb waste across villages.
China, Hong Kong, Brazil and
Italy are among the top five
markets for India, when it
comes to human hair exports.

It is used for making wigs,
false beards, eyebrows, exten-
sions and also in extraction of
a protein used in the baking

industry. It's used to make cal-
ligraphy brushes, wig making,
cloth making,soy sauce, suit
linings, and furniture. If’s enlist-
ed to clean up oil spills. It’s even
a part of the bagel-making
process at Dunkin’ Donuts.

A large chunk of the hair
exported comes from the ritu-
al of hair tonsuring at the
famous Tirumala
Venkateswara Temple in
Andhra Pradesh where thou-
sands of devotees offer their
hair to Lord Venkateshwara
every day. It is estimated that
over a ton of hair is collected at
the temple on a daily basis.

Welcoming the move,
member of Human Hair and
Hair Products Manufacturers
and Exporters Association of
India Sunil Eamani said that it
was their long-pending
demand. "Now with this
restriction, only genuine
exporters will be able to export
the product,” he said.
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Life hefore death

"The vaccination drive in terror-hit regions hasn’t

run into any problem, which is a good sign

n June 8 last year, Weyan, a tiny hamlet in Kashmir’s Bandipora district, became
Olndia’s first village to vaccinate its entire adult population against COVID-19. In a

few days, Jammu and Kashmir will become India’s second State, after Himachal
Pradesh, to vaccinate all those over 18. The achievements are noteworthy considering
health workers had to brave inaccessible terrain, non-existent communication facilities,
terrible weather and terrorism to complete the process of giving the first dose of the
vaccine to all. The State’s vaccination drive carried on in the face of frequent incidents
of cross-border terrorism in one of the most hostile international border areas of the
world. The drive stayed on course despite a wave of killings throughout October 2021
when terrorists targeted non-Kashmiris, members of minority communities and did not
spare even daily wage labourers. The surge in violence left 33 dead. However, the health
workers were welcomed wherever they went, especially in areas known for separatist
sentiments. The presence of security forces accompanying the teams caused no reser-
vation among the locals, who overcame their wariness to receive the doses. The pos-
sibility of some separatist elements or sympathisers surreptitiously getting a free dose
by the State cannot be ruled out. For once, the fear of
terror paled before the fear of the unseen virus. That
brings us to the moot issue: Do anti-State elements,
whether terrorists, militants, insurgents, Naxalites or
Maoists have a right to COVID-19 vaccines?

Under international humanitarian law, in situations
of conflict, the wounded and sick are entitled to med-
ical care. During the pandemic that we currently face,
such care can include a vaccine. The State, which alone
can acquire the vaccine, arranges for it to reach across
the country. It will respect its human rights duties
towards the population living in the conflict areas. The
resistance groups have the primary responsibility for the wellbeing of those living in their
area of influence. Whether in J&K that witnesses terror attacks, the ‘Red Corridor’ dis-
tricts in central India that brave Maoist attacks, or the deep interiors of some States in
the Northeast which have a brush with insurgency, the issue must have cropped up
when security agencies were preparing for the vaccination drive. In Maharashtra, Telangana,
Chhattisgarh and Odisha, there were reports of the virus infecting Maoist cadres deep
inside forests. Many may have succumbed for lack of medical care. The lockdowns or
movement restrictions prevented couriers and sympathisers from reaching medicine or
oxygen cylinders to them. What we do know is that the vaccination drives were never
disturbed. In the Northeast, too, the drives never met with harm. The insurgents, like
the Maoists, must have realised the danger of the virus spreading in their areas. The
States did offer anti-COVID treatment and vaccine doses to those who surrendered. It
is not known how many acceded to the call. Parliament must debate the issue and give
shape to a protocol for the future.

People walk past a sand sculpture on the theme of the 73rd Republic Day, in Puri PTI

Happy R-Day

But it’s time for agencies to work professionally
and to let the suffocating security cover go
As India celebrates its 73rd Republic Day today, there is a multi-layered security

ring enveloping the Capital. Of course, the pandemic is a hindrance to the grandios-
ity of celebrations for a couple of years now. But, that apart, is there really a need
to insulate the normal, common Indians from their national celebration? Why should-
n't they be allowed to be part of the joy, pride and festivities as those who claim to be
the top layer among equals, that too in the name of protecting the latter? And from whom;
one’s own countrymen? Of course one remembers what happened at the Red Fort this
day last year. But one also distinctly remembers that when former US President Bill Clinton
visited India towards the turn of last century, there was
minimal inconvenience caused by the Secret Service
people. They would diligently check all equipment
: besides mandatorily body-checking all incoming per-
< S 3 sons but they would never be overly intrusive. Why
can’t our security agencies be as professional? The
only reason, it appears, is that they are still unsure of
their own abilities; therefore, they’d rather issue advi-
sories banning all sorts of items to a VVIP venue.
There is no denying that any untoward incident on
such a momentous occasion would come as a major
embarrassment for the Government and the security
establishment but another way of looking at it is, as some politicians have said in the
past, women shouldn’t venture out of their homes late at night because rapists are on
the prowl. Well, rather than advising a well-meaning, perhaps late-working, woman to
stay indoors, shouldn’t the police rather focus on increasing its presence on the streets
and aim for crime prevention rather than trying to solve it after their laxity has allowed
it to be executed? Delhi Police Commissioner Rakesh Asthana has informed that more
than 27,000 personnel of the force have been deployed for security duty and anti-ter-
ror measures have also been intensified. Delhi Police is also getting assistance from
65 companies of the Central Armed Police Force (CAPF). Anti-terror measures are inten-
sified comprising of the checking of hotels, vehicles, blockades of several locations,
among others. All of this is good, but the moot point is: Don’t victimise innocent citi-
zens. May hope and peace always be in the country! Happy Republic Day.

"The eternal flame can’t
be partial to our soldiers

ASHOK K MEHTA

The ‘othering’ of Indian soldiers in colonial times was the biggest disservice
to the collective memory of the armed forces; it must be rectified now

Gen JFR Jacob utilised one

page to state: “The rifle and
helmet that forms the centrepiece
of the Amar Jawan War
Memorial at India Gate once
belonged to a soldier unknown to
history who died on the battle-
field on the outskirts of Jessore.
There is no inscription on this
monument.” Then he recalls the
legendary inscription at Kohima
which, he says, is “appropriate for
our jawans who laid down their
lives in the rice paddies of
Bangladesh: Let us not forget
them”.

India Gate and, under its
canopy, the statue of the
Unknown Soldier of 1971 war —
called the Amar Jawan Jyoti —
have become enduring symbols
of nation’s gratitude to the armed
forces. Inside the India Gate arch
are etched names of some Indian
soldiers who fought in World
War I and Third Afghan war —
not the complete lineup of
Indians who fought colonial wars
of pre-Independence India. The
National War Memorial that
came up in 2019 recorded the
names of all martyrs in wars, and
internal stability operations after
Independence. The ‘othering’ of
soldiers in colonial times was the
biggest disservice to the collective
memory of the armed forces. The
discrimination between British
Indian Army and the Indian
Army should have been chal-
lenged by Service Chiefs when
Governments would ignore com-
memoration of battles fought by
Indian troops abroad. Even now,
the NWM has no place for the
‘others’ as India Gate was never
an inclusive salute as it excluded
those who fell in pre-
Independence wars.

Thousands are buried across
Europe, Middle East , SE Asia and
N Africa. India’s contribution to
the Great Wars and other cam-
paigns was outstanding. Field
Marshal Claude Auchinleck said
that Britain would not have won
the wars without Indian Army’s
contribution. Even Prime
Minister Winston Churchill
praised the unsurpassed bravery
of Indian troops. Of the 1.4mn
Indians in World War I, 74,000
were killed and 64,350 wounded.

n his book Surrender at
IDaccu: Birth of a Nation, Lt

won by Indian soldiers. In
World War II, 2.5mn took part;
87,000 were killed with 34,354
wounded. Including 18
Victoria Crosses, 4,000 deco-
rations were awarded.
According to an Army
source, the fusion of two
flames and shifting the India
Gate flame to NWM does not

mean that the four urns sur- THE MERGING
rounding the Unknown

Soldier will be extinguished. OF FLAMES AND
One Wﬂllc%ntit{lue to %lpyv cter TRANSFERRING IT
nally, celebrating India’s only

military victory in 1,000 years. TO NWM |S
But there will be one NWM, ‘OTHERING’
not two. That still leaves sev-

eral questions. Will one of the SACRIFICES OF
four urns continue to burn;

will the tri-service guard PRE-INDEPENDENGE
remain under India Gate; will ERA SOLDIERS
the statue of the Unknown .
Soldier be ultimately shifted to THEIR VALOUR
NWM? And who will occupy

the vacated space. When the MUST NOT ONLY
NWM was inaugurated, BE ACKNOWLEDGED
Government said the sanctity

of the eternal flame will be BUT A SUITABLE
maintained at India Gate. We MEMORIAL BE
are not sure. Last Sunday, the

hologram of Netaji Subhas ADDED TO THE
Chandra Bose was installed in

the empty canopy near India NWM BY THE
Gate which once contained NEXT REPUBLIC
King George V’s statue. Once

his granite statue is sculpted, he DAY TO
will become the top contender HONOUR THEM

for the space under India
Gate. Prime Minister Modi
said: “The heroes whose mem-

ory was being erased post-
Independence are now being
revived. The country is cor-

recting its mistakes” One
hopes he will rectify the omis-
sion of the British Indian
Army martyrs from the
NWM.

Almost 90 per cent of mil-
itary traditions and regimen-
tal ethos, ethics and values are
drawn from pre-Independence
period, including Beating
Retreat, colour presentations,
gallantry awards and battle
honours. Nearly 80 per cent of
our regiments were raised
150-200 years ago. Almost
everything in the military is
carry-over of British relics and
traditions; we must accept it
unhesitatingly. Regiments still
celebrate battle honours and
gallantry awards that were
won in the Great Wars. But we
are still arguing about renam-
ing Aurangzeb Roads and rail-
way stations. Britain ruled for
more than a century and cre-
ated an empire that stretched
from Belize to Hong Kong,
surpassing the conquest of
even the Mongols.

Today, Britain’s tiny mili-
tary has lost none of its sheen
though its empire is gone.
The entire British Army has
dwindled to smaller than our
43 Gorkha battalions. Still,
the glory lingers on and will

About 2,200 decorations were
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never extinguish due to

BUDGET FOR EQUITABLE EGONOMY
Sir — Never before has a Budget
demanded greater insight, acumen and
earnest pragmatism. This one must go
far beyond juggling the ledger and mar-
quee headings to invite kudos from the
Dalal Street. It ought to be all about
restoring lost employment in the mid-
dle, lower middle classes and daily
wagers, besides creating fresh avenues.
This economy was already on jobless
growth for four years. From a pandem-
ic peak in unemployment of near 14 per
cent, we are at 7.9 per cent in December
2021. Compare this with 2017-2018, at
4.7 per cent. Between 2019-20 and
December 2021, the manufacturing sec-
tor lost 9.8 million jobs, services sector
1.8 million.

But most worrisome should be the
drop in salaried jobs, which points to an
unstable economy starved of investment.
Without new investments, India will not
be able to generate the kind of employ-
ment it needs. Rising interest rates and
a depreciating currency make it worse.
The Budget needs to focus on these
issues. These sectors are in dire straits;
earlier due to demonetisation, now pul-
verised by COVID. One of the key objec-
tives of this year’s Budget ought to be on
employment returning to the class that
needs to reclaim its lost purchasing
power.

R Narayanan | Navi Mumbai

GONG’S DOWNSLIDE CONTINUES
Sir — In yet another severe setback to the
Congress, which is struggling to keep its
house in order ahead of the Assembly
election in five States, Congress heavy-
weight and former Minister RPN Singh
quit the party and joined the BJP. The res-
ignation comes a day after the Congress
named him among its list of star cam-
paigners for the Uttar Pradesh polls. This
is a body blow to Priyanka Vadra, lead-
ing the party from the front in UP. It is
pathetic that party has remained clueless
about internal bickering; it is complete-
ly out of sync with ground realities.
The party’s central command, espe-
cially Gandhi scions Rahul and Priyanka,

E EDITOR

The eternal flame of patriotism

with the newly instituted flame in the

imposing National War Memorial
(NWM), which was dedicated to the nation
on February 25, 2019, must not be seen
through a political lens. In fact, it has given
a definite shape to our independent existence
where the sacrifice of every soldier is recog-
nised. Covering an area of over 40 acres with
names of more than 26,000 fallen heroes

.I_he recent merging of Amar Jawan .Jyotl

are incapable of leading the party in sit-
uations that demand tactical strategies
and smart moves. At the 2019 Congress
Working Committee meeting, RPN
Singh was the only Team Rahul mem-
ber to point out that personal attacks
against Prime Minister Narendra Modi
had boomeranged. But instead of eval-
uating the point, the Gandhis began dis-
tancing him. It only implies that the party
brass needs only yes-men around them.
The murky state of affairs suggests its
downfall is getting accelerated by the day.

N Sadhasiva Reddy | Bengaluru

ACCOLADES FOR SMRITI MANDHANA

Sir — Cricket is a game of luck, so win-
ning an award in a calendar year solely
depends on lady luck. India women’s
cricket star Smriti Mandhana won the
ICC Women’s Cricketer of the Year in
style despite stiff competition. Pakistan
dominated the men’s awards with two
coveted prizes. However, it was Joe
Root, despite his side not faring well at

etched in granite invokes deep memories
that should serve as inspiration. History is
replete with examples of countries erecting
war memorials, thereby remembering the
supreme sacrifices made by their jawans.
They continually remind us that we exist as
a free nation because of the sacrifices of
these brave soldiers.

Considering that a memorial was con-
structed in 1921 by Edward Lutyens in the
memory of soldiers who lost their lives in
World War | and the Third Anglo-Afghan war,
the names of a few British officers and sol-
diers also find mention there. It does not rep-
resent the sacrifices made by soldiers either
during World War Il or the wars fought by
India since 1947. This anomaly was
removed by setting up the NWM and now
Amar Jawan Jyoti will serve as an integral
part of it. The new memorial will infuse new
vigour in all Indians and keep the fire of patri-
otism burning.

Vijay Singh Adhikari | Nainital

the international level, who bagged the
Men’s Cricketer of the Year award.
Mandhana, who also made it to the ICC
T20 Women's Team of the Year, piped fel-
low nominees Tanmay Beaumont and
others in a tight contest.

The southpaw had won the award in
2018 as well when she was also named
Women's ODI Cricketer of the Year, mak-
ing her only the second women’s player
to win the highest individual distinction
in the overall category. Virat ‘King’
Kohli was nowhere near the top in the
charts this time. The Indian team lost to
Pakistan and New Zealand and the
captain wanted to save his neck and pre-
ferred Ashwin to win the next three
games. Anyway, it was a solace that
Smriti Mandhana got the better of the
other competitors and kept the Indian
flag flying at the international level.

CK Subramaniam | Navi Mumbai

Send your feedback to;
letterstopioneer@gmail.com

embedded traditions. India
has alot to learn from its mil-
itary history. India this year
will surpass Britain's GDP to
become the fourth biggest
economy. The process of
Indianisation has been
extremely slow and in the
wrong areas.

Beating Retreat is a very
solemn ceremony. Introducing
Indian instruments and the-
atrics ill- fit this grand and
somber ritual. Dropping the
hymn Abide With Me with
lyrics composed in the after-
math of Indias humiliating
defeat in 1962 is not an enthus-
ing end to the ceremony.

In erasing the past, the
Government is committing
the mistake of compartmental-
ising military history; then
and now, theirs and ours. The
merging of flames and trans-
ferring it to NWM is ‘othering’
the sacrifices of the pre-
Independence era soldiers.
Their valour must not only be
acknowledged but a suitable
memorial be added to the
NWM by the next Republic
Day to honour them.

(The writer, a retired
Major  General, was
Commander, IPKF South, Sri
Lanka, and founder member
of the Defence Planning Staff,
currently the Integrated
Defence Staff. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Just like you came
forward for the
cleanliness drive,
do the same for
the Vocal for
Local campaign.

Prime Minister
— Narendra Mod|

| congratulate
Justice Ayesha Malik
on becoming the
first woman judge of
the Supreme Court.

Pakistan PM
— Imran Khan

| have not really
been impressed by
any political party,
that they have an
ideology | can
blindly follow.

Actor
— Raveena Tandon

| am truly

honoured to receive

the prestigious

=4 i} Y Rachael Heyhoe

L2 Flint Trophy for ICC
- Women'’s Cricketer

of the Year 2021.

Indian opener

— Smriti Mandhana
| am in touch with
every caste and
community. They
want us to defeat
the BJP...change is
inevitable.

Samajwadi Party chief
— Akhilesh Yadav
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ADULT MARRIAGE ISN°’T
THE GOVT’S BUSINESS

How will increasing the marriageable age
empower women or make them self-reliant?

S KALYANASUNDARAM

he Government is considering to change the eligibility of Indian
Tgirls getting married from 18 to 21. The intent of the Bill isto “make

them self-reliant and to enable them to take decisions themselves”.
An amendment seeks to define a child as a male or female who has
not completed 21 years of age. How will increasing the marriageable
age empower women or make them self-reliant? Gender equality per
se is achieved with 21 becoming the marriageable age o men and
women. But this stipulation for men itself is totally arbitrary and to
make gender equality, men’s marriageable age should have been
brought down to 18. Parity does not mean taking away the right or
privilege from one group. When the government wants to decide the
minimum age for marriage, strangely it claims that it is going to empow-
er girls to decide on their own. As per Indian Majority Act, 1875 18
is the age for attaining majority. But,as per the same Act, a child appoint-

ed with a guardian by the court attains majority after completion of
21 years. Through Indian Majority (Amendment) Act 1999, Section
3 has been replaced with the following: “Age of majority of persons
domiciled in India. — (1) every person domiciled in India shall attain
the age of majority on his completing the age of eighteen years and
not before.” So, whoever completes the age of 18 years the person
is a major and cannot be treated as a child. Hence the proposed amend-
ment with the nomenclature Prohibition of ‘child’ marriage act is a
misnomer. Our law permits 18-year-olds, without representation by
a guardian,to enter into any contract, own properties, pursue jobs,
drive heavy vehicles in most states,and vote in elections. But the gov-
ernment wants to prescribe an age limit for marriage that too by brand-
ing the persons attaining majority as children. While introducing the
Constitution (Sixty first Amendment) Act, 1988, the government stat-
ed as follows: ‘The present-day youth are literate and enlightened and
the lowering of the voting age would provide to the unrepresented youth
of the country an opportunity to give vent to their feelings and help
them become a part of the political process. The present-day youth
are very much politically conscious. It is, therefore, proposed to reduce
the voting age from 21 years to 18 years.’ Is it not ridiculous to sud-
denly change the gear and say that girls of 18 years cannot decide
on their own and hence should not marry?

UNICEF, also known as the United Nations Children’s Fund, is a
United Nations agency responsible for providing humanitarian and devel-
opmental aid to children worldwide. Even UNICEF regards only the
marriage of a minor (a person below the adult age) as child marriage
and a violation of rights. It is a different matter that most of the girls
and boys are not getting married even after they are eligible as per
the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006. As per a survey conduct-
ed with a sample of 10,005 respondents by YouGov-Mint-CPR Millennial
Survey, one in four young adults in India do not want to marry. As
norms and values around marriage and family life change, the Indian
youth too are being influenced by recent trends. Compared to a decade
ago, youth are now marrying later in life. This has been again brought
out by Lokniti-CSDS Youth Studies in 2016 and 2007 which show
the proportion of married youth decreased by eight percentage points
from 55 per cent in 2007 to 47 per cent in 2016. The government

Ithough inflation is a common

phenomenon in most countries :

of the world including India, :

many past generations of :
Americans have never suffered the :
brunt of inflation. But in the last one :
year, the rate of inflation in America has :
reached around seven percent, and that :
has started affecting the lives of ordinary :
Americans. Ruling Democrats are fear- :
ing the consequences of the same in the :
2022 mid-term elections. On the one :
hand, Covid-19, which has destroyed the :
jobs of 22 million Americans, has also :
caused a 30 percent drop in annual pro- :
duction, while on the other, Americans :
are facing further hardships due to ris- :

ing inflation.

The question is, how America was :
saved from inflation in the past, and how
it will come out of the grip of current. :
Inflation has been registered in almost :
every item of daily needs — eight per- :
cent increase in the price of eggs, 58 per-
cent in the price of petrol, 14 percent
increase in the prices of other groceries. :

Some American economists believe :
that due to US Government’s bailout :
packages to revive the economy from the :
effects of COVID-19, there was an :
unprecedented increase in demand in :
the country. However, due to supply dis- :
ruptions, the prices of goods are increas- :
ing fast. Economists believe that due to !
rising inflation, wage rates are also :
increasing, which may lead to a spiral :
effect on inflation. Experts believe that :
the pent-up demand of the Covid-19 :

period is also retuning back now.

During the pandemic period many :
people with permanent income also :
could not spend their incomes fully. :
Now, with return of normalcy, they are :
spending more on tourism, fuel, food :
items, restaurants, entertainment, etc. It :
is believed that as supply conditions :
improve, it will be possible to control :
inflation. But there is almost a consen- :
sus that there is no immediate relief :

from it.

US policy makers are trying to !
blame this record inflation on supply
chain problems and shortage of raw :
materials, but most economists are cit- :
ing the rising money supply as the main :
reason. It is true that the sudden spurt :
in consumer demand after the tempo- :
rary relief from COVID-19 hasled toa :
shortage of goods, but this is not the :

main reason for inflation in America.

Many policy makers in the US are
saying that due to the shortage of :
goods, sellers have started raising prices.
Therefore, inflation can also be curbed
by price controls. But we must under- :
stand that one of the disadvantages of
price control is that it reduces the :
incentive of producers to produce more. : -
There is an all))prehension Fhat due to this : (The writer is Erofessor
(price control), the consumers may :

face shortage of goods.

But one area where price controls :
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AMERICAN POLICY
MAKERS ALSO'
RECOGNISE THAT'
THEIR PEOPLE:
HAVE HUGE
SAVINGS AND
THEY WANT TO'
MAKE UP FOR'
THE GOODS AND
SERVICES WHICH
THEY COULD NOT:
ENJOY DURING:
COVID-19. BUT:

IT HAS TO BE
UNDERSTOOD
THAT THE REAL |
REASON FOR THE
SURPLUS FUNDS
LEFT WITH:
PEOPLE IS THE:
DISTRIBUTION OF
HUGE AMOUNTS:
OF FINANCIAL
BAILOUT:
PACKAGES BY
THE US
ADMINISTRATION
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'The US 15 1n the
orip of inflation

The American policy makers are diverting attention from the real cause of
inflation — excessive expansmn of money supply

can play an effective role is the
pharmaceutical sector. It is well
known that American pharma-
ceutical companies charge high
prices for drugs in the name of
reward for intellectual property.
Controlling drug prices can cer-
tainly give a huge relief to the
consumers.

American policy makers are
trying to cover up their past
mistakes with a variety of argu-
ments to divert attention from the
real causes of inflation; and that
mistake is the excessive expansion
of money supply. It is a historical
fact that the main reason for
inflation all over the globe had
been the expansion of money
supply.

Irving Fisher’s quantity theo-
ry of money has been used for
centuries to explain the phe-
nomenon of inflation. According
to modified version of this theo-
ry, if the total output of goods and
services or ‘the volume of trans-
actions’ in the economy remains
the same, then the price level
increases in proportion to the
increase in the quantity of money.
It is worth noting that first in the
name of ‘quantitative easing’
(QEs) for a huge bailout package
to overcome the financial crisis
starting from 2007-08 and to
compensate for the impact of the
decline in the economy due to
COVID-19 in the last almost two

years, the US Administration has
been expanding quantity of
money. Many economists believe
that due to this huge increase in
the quantity of money, inflation
is now becoming uncontrollable.

American policy makers also
recognize that people in America
have huge savings with them
and they want to make up for the
goods and services, which they
could not enjoy during Covid-19.
But it has to be understood that
the real reason for the surplus
funds left with the people is the
distribution of huge amounts of
financial bailout packages by the
US administration. Due to the
limited income of the govern-
ment due to the pandemic, the
increase in inflation has become
inevitable due to printing of the
amount of currency in circulation
by the Government and conse-
quently a large increase in the
money supply. Significantly,
between November 2020 and
November 2021, the total curren-
cy with the public in USA
increased by $1.56 trillion, i.e., an
increase of 7.6 percent. But the
increase in the supply of Ml
money was even more, that is,
15.7 percent.

Bailout package by the US
government to create additional
currency is nothing new; howev-
er, in recent times there has been
some decline in the popularity of
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the dollar as global currency,
which is being fast replaced by the
Chinese currency yuan. Further,
in order to give boost to US man-
ufacturing, the US administra-
tion has been becoming more
and more protective, resulting in
fall in export of dollars. In such
a situation, the supply of dollars
outside the US is decreasing, due
to which the fear of inflation in
the US have increased due to
increasing amounts of dollars
with the public in US. It seems
that if this trend continues in the
future, then the increasing
money supply in the US will con-
tinue to cause inflation in the
future as well.

Manufacturing output in the
US had been declining for a long
time and most of the GDP in the
US is derived from services. In
that too, a large part of America’s
GDP is the income earned abroad
by American companies, due to
which America has been receiv-
ing a huge amount of taxation.
But for some time now, American
companies have been trying to
avoid this taxation in various
ways. These companies are most-
ly e-commerce and tech compa-
nies. For this reason, the US gov-
ernment may have to resort to the
creation of additional currency to
meet its expenses in the future
also, which may lead to further
inflation.

must drop this amendment bill which is retrograde.
(The writer is a retired banker. The views expressed
are personal.)

"lableau politics mars Republic Day preparations

The Centre and the States should together evolve a fair tableaux selectlon process without any heartburn to any stakeholder

etty politics ought not to
Prum the solemn atmos-
phere in celebrating the
Republic Day or Independence
Day. Unfortunately, more
avoidable controversies arise
between the ruling party and
the opposition. For instance,
while there is a well-established
system for selecting the
tableaux, the process always
becomes a flashpoint for
regional politics. This year
too, there is furore in the
opposition-ruled states as the
Centre rejected the tableaux
of West Bengal, Kerala, and
Tamil Nadu, among others.
Chief Ministers like Mamata
Banerjee and M.K. Stalinhave
written to the Prime Minister
to reconsider the decision
but in vain.
Only 12 states eventually
made it to the list, including

KALYANI SHANKAR

(The writer is a senior
journalist. The views
expressed are personal.)

PEOPLE IN DARKNESS FOR YEARS.
—UP CHIEF MINISTER
YOGI ADITYANATH

5 BIGGER A LIAR THAN THE CM.
—SAMAJWADI PARTY CHIEF
AKHILESH YADAV

poll-bound states of Uttar
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Punjab,
and Goa. The selection crite-
ria was that the R-Day parade
must reflect the cultural diver-
sity of India and the role of var-
ious communities in building
modern India. Why shouldnot
every State get an opportuni-
ty to display things it wants to?

This year Republic Day is
important because the theme
is India@75 and getting a place
in the parade is a matter of
prestige for the states. It is also
amidst the Covid pandemic
which has shattered the globe.

On the 75th Republic Day
on Friday, one must recall the
first Republic Day in 1950. It
was a simple affair. The then
last Governor-General of
India, C. Rajagopalachari, read
out the proclamation of the
new Republic and the election

of Dr. Rajendra Prasad, as the
first President of India, at
10.18 AM on a chilly Thursday
morning.

The Constituent Assembly
adopted the Constitution of
India on November 26, 1949,
and came into effect on
January 26, 1950.Historically it
was on January 26, 1930,
Congress committed the
nationalist movement to Purna
Swaraj (total independence).

Delhi held the first

Republic Day at the Irwin
Amphitheatre (now Major
Dhyan Chand National
Stadium). There were no per-
formances and floats. It was a
simple function with the Army
band, flag hoisting, and nation-
al anthem. The tradition of a
parade began only from the
next Republic Day. It is the
main attraction of India’s
Republic Day celebrations,
which last for three days since
then.

The Parade is primarily a
military affair. The might of
our defence services, including
the latest tanks, missiles, radar
systems, air force planes,
defence communications sys-
tems, etc., mounted on trucks,
are paraded, followed by a
cultural pageant comprising
tableaux. It is here that the par-
ticipant states showcase their

unique culture and achieve-
ments to the nation. The selec-
tion depends on a combination
of factors, including visual
appeal, idea, theme, music,
and micro detailing.

From 1950 and 1954, the
parades were held at the Red
Fort, National stadium,
Kingsway Camp, and the
Ramlila ground. It was from
1955 that Rajpath became the
regular venue. It was discontin-
ued in 1963 when the country
was engaged in war with
China, and was replaced by a
procession of leaders led by
Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru, his cabinet members,
political representatives from
states, students and teachers
from Delhi University, etc.
The Parade was restored the
following year.

Although they were disap-

pointed with the Centre’s rejec-
tion of tableau, the concerned
opposition chief ministers have
gone to the media to showcase
their themes in their states.
They feel the Centre was play-
ing politics in the selection.
Mamata Banerjee raised a
point that their tableau com-
memorated the contributions
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
on his 125th birth anniversary
and carried portraits of other
leaders like Ishwar Chandra
Vidyasagar. She has decided to
come out with the same
tableau during the Republic
Day parade on Red Road in
Kolkata.

Tamil Nadu’s Stalin also
proposes showcasing the
rejected tableau in Chennai in
the Republic Day parade and
also taking it to other districts
in Tamil Nadu.

It does not behove to fol-
low petty politics. While it is
truethat the sombre ceremony
should not be disturbed by this
kind of petty politics, one
option could be to give a
chance to all states. India is,
after all, a Union of States. If
there is a time constraint for
some reason, the authorities
could adopt the lottery system.
The other option for the reject-
ed states is to follow Mamata
and Stalin to show off in the
state R-Day celebrations.

The display of the unique
culture of each state brought to
Delhi parade with their floats
and dances might create the
sense of the new nation in the
Union of States. It is time that
the Centre and the states come
together and evolve a good
selection process without any
heartburn.
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Ukraine urges caim,
saying Russian
invasion not imminent

AP HKYIV

Ukraine's leaders sought to
reassure nation that a feared
invasion from neighbouring
Russia was not imminent, even
as they acknowledged threat is
real and prepared to accept a
shipment of American military
equipment Tuesday to shore up
their defences.

Russia has denied it is plan-
ning an assault, but it has massed
an estimated 100,000 troops
near Ukraine in recent weeks,
leading United States and its
NATO allies to rush to prepare
for a possible war.

Several rounds of high
stakes diplomacy have failed to
yield any breakthroughs, and
this week tensions escalated
further. NATO said it was bol-
stering its deterrence in Baltic
Sea region, and US ordered
8,500 troops on higher alert to
potentially deploy to Europe as
part of an alliance "response
force" if necessary.

The State Department has
ordered families of all American
personnel at US Embassy in
Kyiv to leave country, and it said
that nonessential embassy staff
could leave.

Britain said it, too, was
withdrawing some diplomats
and dependents from its
embassy. In Ukraine, however,
authorities have sought to pro-
ject calm. Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said late
Monday that situation was
"under control" and that there is

"no reason to panic". Defence
Minister Oleksii Reznikov said
that, as of Monday, that Russia's
armed forces had not formed
what he called battle groups,
"which would have indicated
that tomorrow they would
launch an offensive."There are
risky scenarios. They're possible
and probable in future,"
Reznikov told Ukraine's ICTV
channel on Monday. "But as of
today...Such a threat doesn't
exist."

Oleksiy Danilov, the secre-
tary of Ukraine's National
Security and Defence Council,
echoed that sentiment, saying
that movement of Russian
troops near Ukraine's border "is
not news."

"As of today, we don't see
any grounds for statements
about a full-scale offensive on
our country,” Danilov said
Monday.Russia has said Western
accusations that it is planning an
invasion are merely a cover for
NATO's own planned provoca-
tions.

Kremlin  spokesman
Dmitry Peskov on Tuesday once
again accused US of "fomenting
tensions" around Ukraine, a
former Soviet state that Russia
has been locked in a bitter tug-
of-war with for almost eight
years. In 2014, following ouster
of a Kremlin-friendly president
in Ukraine, Moscow annexed
Crimean peninsula and threw its
weight behind a separatist insur-
gency in country's industrial

heartland in east.

On Nuclear talks, Iran
says ‘ready’ as US
asserts ‘direct meeting

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE W
WASHINGTON

Iran for the first time Monday
said it was open to direct
nuclear negotiations with the
United States, which declared
itself ready to hold talks
"urgently" -- in a possible turn-
ing point in efforts to salvage
the 2015 nuclear accord.

Tehran has been engaged
since last year in talks with the
five other world powers still
part of the agreement, which
offered sanctions relief in
exchange for curbs on its
nuclear program.

After unilaterally with-
drawing in 2018 under then-
president Donald Trump,
Washington has been taking
part indirectly in the Vienna
negotiations, which seek to
bring the United States back
into the nuclear accord and
ensure Iran returns to its com-
mitments.

But Washington has said
on multiple occasions it would
prefer to hold direct talks, and
on Monday Iran's foreign min-
ister said his country would
consider doing so if it proved
the key to a "good agreement"
to salvage the floundering deal.

"If during the negotiation
process we get to a point that
reaching a good agreement
with solid guarantees requires
alevel of talks with the US, we
will not ignore that in our work
schedule,” said Foreign
Minister Hossein Amir-
Abdollahian.

A US State Department
spokesperson reiterated after
the Iranian comments that the
United States is "prepared to
meet directly.”

"We have long held the
position that it would be more
productive to engage with Iran
directly, on both JCPOA nego-
tiations and other issues," the
spokesperson said, referring
to the nuclear deal, known for-
mally as the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action.

"Given the pace of Iran's
nuclear advances, we are
almost out of time to reach an
understanding on mutual
return to full implementation
of the JCPOA," the official
added.

Iran is currently negotiat-
ing directly with the deal's
other signatories: Germany,
France, China and Britain. The
talks, which started last April,
were suspended two months
later as Iran elected ultracon-
servative President Ebrahim
Raisi, resuming in late
November.

US-Iran ties have been
severed since April 1980, just
months after the fall of the shah
and the occupation of the
American embassy by Islamist
students loyal to Ayatollah
Ruhollah Khomeini.

Relations worsened signif-
icantly after Washington with-
drew from the nuclear deal and
reimposed biting economic
sanctions, prompting Tehran to
begin rolling back its own
commitments.

US child abuse report:
Deaths of Black children

up in pandemic

AP B WASHINGTON

he latest national child wel-

fare report shows an
increase in the number of
Black children who died, even
though fewer abuse-related
fatalities were investigated in
the yearlong period that includ-
ed the first several months of
the pandemic.

The findings were released
in the 2020 Child Maltreatment
Report, issued Friday by the
U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services.

The report covers data
from October 2019 to
September 2020 and only par-
tially reflects how COVID-19
disrupted the work of child
welfare. "Disparities that were
present before the pandemic
were intensified, and COVID-
19 exposed gaps in our human
services delivery system,"
Aysha E. Schomburg, of the
department's Children's
Bureau, said in a statement.

The report noted an over-
all 10per cent drop in the
number of child protective ser-
vices cases handled by states in
the early days of the pandem-
ic. That's a troubling trend
that the Associated Press first
reported last year with an
analysis of state child welfare
data.

The federal data confirm a
drop by hundreds of thousands
in documented cases of child
abuse reports, investigations,
substantiated allegations and
support for at-risk families.
But experts say that's not nec-
essarily good news - children

were out of the public eye
during the pandemic, and
some cases likely weren't
reported until they became
more severe, if at all.

The numbers on fatalities
in particular are concerning,
because such cases are notori-
ously underreported, said Amy
Harfeld, of the Children's
Advocacy Institute. Social
workers often investigate a
child's death only if the fami-
ly had already been involved
with a child welfare agency.

"The numbers that we
know of are not reflective of the
numbers that are experienced,”
Harfeld said.

Federal officials highlight-
ed a 4per cent decrease in child
abuse and neglect-related
deaths, though the data also
show a roughly 17per cent
increase in the number of
Black children who died when
compared with the previous
year's report.

The latest report identified
504 Black children who died -
73 more than the previous
tally. This means Black children
are now three times more like-
ly to die of suspected child
abuse or neglect than white
children, according to report.

The agency did not imme-
diately comment on disparity
but broadly acknowledged
challenges ahead. "While data
in today's report shows a
decrease in child maltreat-
ment, there is still work to do,"
said JooYeun Chang, the acting
assistant secretary for
Administration for Children
and Families.
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Pakistan slips further on Corruption
Perceptions Index, ranks 140 out of
180 countries: Transparency report

PTI W ISLAMABAD

Pakistan has dropped 16
spots on the global
Corruption Perceptions Index
for 2021 and is ranked 140th
out of 180 countries,
Transparency International
said in a report

on Tuesday, in a major
blow to Prime Minister Imran
Khan's government which
came to power on the promise
of introducing a clean gover-
nance system.

The report released by the
Berlin-based non-profit organ-
isation formed to combat glob-
al corruption said that corrup-
tion levels remain at a standstill
worldwide, with 86 per cent of
countries making little to no
progress in the last 10 years.

In its 2021 edition, the
Corruption Perceptions Index
(CPI) ranks 180 countries and
territories by their perceived
levels of public sector corrup-
tion on a scale of zero (highly
corrupt) to 100 (very clean),
drawing on 13 expert assess-
ments and surveys of business
executives.

In 2020, Pakistan's CPI
was 31 and it was ranked 124
out of 180 countries. According
to Transparency International,
the country's corruption score
has now deteriorated to 28
while it is ranked 140 out of the
total 180 countries on the
index. Comparatively, India's
score stands at 40 and is ranked
85, while Bangladesh's CPI is
26 and stands at 147th position.
Explaining the causes of low
score of Pakistan, the report

said the absence of the "rule of
law" and "state capture" were
the main reasons. The report
comes at a time when Prime
Minister Khan is under pres-
sure to improve the perfor-
mance of his government
which came to power in 2018
on the promise of introducing
a clean governance system.

His advisor on account-
ability, Shehzad Akbar, stepped
down on Monday amidst
reports of his poor perfor-
mance to bring the corrupt ele-
ments under the law.

To add to Khan's woes,
Justice (retd) Nasira Igbal,
Vice-Chair of Transparency
International Pakistan, said
that the ranking of Pakistan
under the PTT government has
gradually come down.

In 2019, it was 120th out
of 180 countries, in 2020, it was
124th and in 2021 it worsened
further to 140, she said.In con-
trast, in 2018, during Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-
N) period, Pakistan's ranking
was 117 out of 180 countries.
Former prime minister and
PML-N leader Shahid Khaqan
Abbasi while addressing media
said that report showed that
Khan's government is corrupt
and incompetent.

"This government is most
corrupt government in entire
history of Pakistan," he said,
and demanded Khan step
down immediately. The CPI
global average remains
unchanged at 43 for the tenth
year in a row, and two-thirds of
countries score below 50, the
report said.

PUBLIC NOTICE

General public is hereby informed that Mrs. Kusum Lata W/0
Mr. Ved Prakash is the current owner of Property Bearing Plot
Nos. 38 and 39, Now Known as RZ-38-39, area measuring
96 Sq. Yds., Khasra No. 184, Situated in the Area of Vlllage
Naslrpur, colony Known As Durga Park, New Delhi by virtue of|
Sale Deed dt. 13.09.2021 regd. vide doc. ne. 8786., and she
s 3 - 3 Ltd
The 1. Original GPA, ATS and Will dt. 28.02.1986, 2. Original
GPA, ATS and Will dt. 15.05.1986, & 3. Qriginal GPA, SPA, ATS
and Will dt. 19.05.1994 pertaining to the aforesaid property
have been lost and FIR No. bearing no. NCR No. 1761/2014
has been registered on 08.11.2014 with Police Station
Janakpuri Delhi Police.

If any person(s) have any objection(s) or claim in this property,
then contact the undersigned within 15 days from date of this
notice on below address, failing which, it will be assumed that,
there are no claims or issues in respect of the aforesaid

property.
Raghav Tiwari (Advocate)
Ch. 830, Patiala House Courts, New Delhi - 110001
Mob.: +91-8076188328

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client Sh. Rajeev Agarwal S/o Late Shri
Jagdish Prasad and his wife Smt. Sudha
Agarwal R/o Old Address A-810, Oxy
Homez, Near Koyla Enclave, Bhopura,
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh-201005 present
address C-506, Oxy Homez, Near Koyla
Enclave, Bhopura, Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh-201005 has debarred his son Nitish
Agarwal and his wife Rekha Agarwal from
his all moveable-immoveable properties,
social relations and severed all his relations
due to their bad conduct and misbehaviour.
My client shall not be responsible for any act
of them in future. Since they are not loyal for
my client and any bodies dealing would be at
their risks and costs.

Mahender Kumar Bhardwaj (Advocate)
Ch.No.G-308, Karkardooma Court Delhi

GORRIGENDUM NO. 1 FOR TENDER

NOTICE NO. CON/2022/IAN/02
OTD. 07-01-2022

Corrigendum to Tender Notice No.:
CON/2022/JAN/O2 Dtd: 07-01-2022
against Tender No. CE/CON/A-G/PA/
2022/01 and CE/CON/A-G/PAJ2022/02 is
published in IREPS. For detail, please visit
in website www.ireps.gov.in.
Chief Engi /CON-3, Malig
NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY
Construction Organization

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client Shweta Tibrewal W/o Shri Uttam
Kumar Tibrewal, and her husband, R/o old
address A-810, Oxy Homez, Near Koyla .
Enclave, Bhopura, Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh-201005 present address D-1008,
Oxy Homez, Near Koyla Enclave, Bhopura,
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh-201005 has
debarred his brother Nitish Agarwal and his
wife Rekha Agarwal from his all moveable,
immoveable properties, social relations and
severed all his relations due to their bad
conduct and misbehaviour. My client shall
not be responsible for any act of them in.
future. Since they are not loyal for my client
and any bodies dealing would be at their risks
and costs.

Mahender Kumar Bhardwaj (Advocate)
Ch.No.G-308, Karkardooma Court Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is hereby stated that the originals of
all the title documents in respect of the
following property owned by M/s.
Texmaco Infrastructure and Holdings
Limited (earlier known as Birla Cotton
Spinning and Weaving Mills) have
been lost/ misplaced somewhere and
arenottraceable:

Khasra numbers: 3 at Village Delhi
Gaon, Tehsil and District Delhi and
bearing Plot Nos. 12119-12207 P.O.
Roshnara Road, Roshnara
Extension, Shakti Nagar, Delhi-07,
known as ‘Roshnara Building, Shakti
Nagar or Shivaji Line earlier known as
Peeli Building.

Notice is hereby given to the public at
large that no person / entity should
deal with, use or transact in any
manner, on the basis of the title
documents, with respect to the above
mentioned property, and any person /
entity in custody of the title documents
of the above mentioned property or
having any knowledge thereof is
hereby called upon to contact the
undersigned.

Sanjay Pahwa
Mobile- 9873747274

PUBLIC NOTICE

Itis hereby stated that the originals of
all the title documents in respect of the
following property owned by Ms.
Texmaco Infrastructure and Holdings
Limited (earlier known as Birla Cotton
Spinning and Weaving Mills) have
been lost / misplaced somewhere and
are nottraceable:

Khasra numbers: 187 (0-12),198 (C-
17),199 (0-3),200 (1-00),213 (33-
03),214 (0-15), 218(2-11) at Village
Delhi Gaon, Tehsil and District Delhi
and bearing Plot Nos. 6938 to 7157,
7167,7184,7158 t0 7166,7168 to 7177
and 7183 P.O. Birla Lines, Delhi-07,
known as 'Birla Lines or officer flats
earlier known as Acharwala Bagh.

Notice is hereby given to the public at
large that no person / entity should deal
with, use or fransact in any manner, on
the basis of the title documents, with
respect to the above mentioned
property, and any person / enfity in
custody of the title documents of the
above mentioned property or having
any knowledge thereof is hereby called
upon to contact the undersigned.
Sanjay Pahwa
Mobile-9873747274

Bid No.:E-57/2021-22

PRO/ELW/S-65

BANARAS LOCOMOTIVE WORKS, VARANASI -221004

E-TENDERS
E-Tenders are invited for & on behalf of the President of India for the supply of
following items. Only E-offer will be accepted for which vendors must have Class
Ill Digital Signature and registration on IREPS. The details of tenders are in the
following sequence:-5.No.- Tender no. (Due Date), Description and Quantity.
S.N.1,05225012, (14.02.2022), Angular contact thirst ball bearing, 1 No.,
S.N. 2, 05225013, (14.02.2022), Pneumatic polyurethane tube, 1 Set., S.N. 3,
05225014, (14.02.2022), Diameter 27 mm single insert drill kit, 2 Set., S.N. 4,
05215181A, (15.02.2022), Die and punch, 1 Set., S.N. 5, 05225010, (15.02.2022),
D/R Spherical roller bearing, 16 Nos., S.N. 6, 05225023, (15.02.2022), Spare
parts for tow truck, 1 Set., S.N. 7, 05225015, (17.02.2022), Special Type D
Shackle Clamp, 40 Mos., S.N. 8, 03201063, (14.02.2022), Tube Cu, PL No.
29170321, 5104.50 Mtr., S.M. 9, 03211653A, (14.02.2022), Flexible Hose Assly,
PL No. 29230123, 423 Set,, S.N. 10, 03211706, (17.02.2022), Cab Side Door, PL
No. 29170916, 40 Set., S.N. 11, 03221004, (15.02.2022), Valve Auto Drain, PL
No. 17390059, 331 Nos., S.N. 12, 03211600, (08.02.2022), Description:
Aluminium Finish Strip, Part No. 93120230, Quantity 4284 73 Kg., S.N. 13,
03211020, (14.02.2022), Description:
Quantity 235 Nos., S.N. 14, 08211005 Advertise Tender, (18.02.2022), (1) Key
Multiplier-2 for Traction Compartment as per Specn. CLW/ES/3/0049/F, PL No.
29387991, Qty-239, Sets. (2) Key Multiplier-1 for M/C Compartment as per Specn.
CLW/ES/3/0049/F, PL No. 29388004, Qty-239, Sets. Note: The details of above
tenders are available in www.blw.indianrailways.gov.in and www.ireps.gov.in.
Corrigendum No: 1, Tender No: 08211243, Bid Inv. No. 54, Existing due date:
07.02.2022, Revised due date: 21.02.2022, Existing Qty. 422 Nos., Revised Qty.:
1395 Nos., Corrigendum No: 2, Tender No: 03211068, Bid No. E-51, Details of
corrigendum: Tender (due to open on 27.01.2022) has been Postponed and due to
open on 02.02.2022, Corrigendum No: 3, Tender No: 09211207 Single Core
Cable Part No. 29600108, Bid No. E-53, Revision-1, Details of corrigendum: The
Tender conditions has been revised and now the same will be opened on 17.02.2022
instead of 07.02.2022 with revised tender conditions, Corrigendum No: 4, Tender
Mo: 04211463, Bid No. E-51, Revision-1, Details of Correction: This Tender will
be open on 04.02.2022 for gty. 358 Nos instead of 212 Nos. Note: All other terms
& conditions will remain unchanged for above tenders.

Date: 25.01.2022

Pinion 20 teeth, Part No. 29420039,

PCMM

f W /banaraslocowork "Website: https://blw.indianrailways.gov.in"

UK PM Johnson hit
with new row as
Scotland Yard opens
‘partygate’ probe

PTI B LONDON

ritain's embattled Prime

Minister Boris Johnson is
on Tuesday facing fresh alle-
gations in ongoing "partygate”
scandal as details emerged of
a surprise 56th birthday cake
"party”, organised for him at
peak of first COVID lock-
down in June 2020.

The scandal continues to
spiral out ahead of an inter-
nal Cabinet Office inquiry
report, expected this week, as
Scotland Yard confirmed that
Metropolitan Police will
investigate potential lock-
down breaches related to
alleged parties at Boris
Johnson's office-residence at
10 Downing Street, as well as
other government offices in
London.

"As a result firstly of
information provided by
Cabinet Office inquiry team
and secondly by officers own
assessment, I can confirm
that Met is now investigating
a number of events that took
place at Downing Street and

Whitehall in last two
years,"Met Police
Commissioner Dame

Cressida Dick told London
Assembly Police and Crime
Committee at Mayor of
London's office.

" should stress that we
are now investigating does
not mean fixed penalty
notices will necessarily be
issued in every instance and
to every person involved.

We will not be giving a
running commentary on our
current investigations but I
can assure you we will give
updates at significant points,"
she said.

Earlier, Downing Street
said Johnson, who turned 56
on June 19, 2020, was present
at an event "for less than 10
minutes" as his staff "gathered
briefly" to wish him a happy
birthday.

The strict lockdown rules
imposed at the time to con-
tain the spread of coron-
avirus banned most indoor
gatherings involving more
than two people.

But TTV News' reported
on Monday night that up to
30 people attended event,
sang Happy Birthday and
were served cake.

The event reportedly
took place in Cabinet Room
of Downing Street just after
2 pm local time that day and
had been arranged as a sur-
prise for Johnson by his then
fiancee and now wife, Carrie
Symonds, after he returned
from an official trip to a
school in Hertfordshire.

"A group of staff work-
ing in Number 10 that day
gathered briefly in Cabinet
Room after a meeting to
wish PM a happy birthday.

Soldiers

declare military
junta in control
in Burkina Faso

AP W OUAGADOUGOU, BURKINA
FASO

More than a dozen muti-
nous soldiers declared
Monday on state television
that a military junta had seized
control of Burkina Faso after
detaining the democratically
elected president following a
day of gunbattles in the capital
of the West African country.

The military coup in a
nation that was once a bastion
of stability was the third of its
kind in the region in the last 18
months, creating upheaval in
some of the countries hardest
hit by Islamic extremist attacks.

Capt. Sidsore Kaber
Ouedraogo said the Patriotic
Movement for Safeguarding
and Restoration “has decided to
assume its responsibilities
before history.” The soldiers put
an end to President Roch Marc
Christian Kabore’s presidency
because of the deteriorating
security situation and the pres-
ident’s inability to manage the
crisis, he said.

It was not immediately
known where Kabore was, and
the junta spokesman said only
that the coup had taken place
“without any physical violence
against those arrested, who are
being held in a safe place, with
respect for their dignity”

A soldier in the mutiny,
who spoke on condition of
anonymity due to the sensitiv-
ity of situation, told The
Associated Press that Kabore
had submitted his resignation.
The new military regime said
it had suspended Burkina Faso’s
constitution and dissolved the
National Assembly.

Abrupt lockdowns
loom over Beijing life
ahead of Olympics

AP W BEIJING

Beij ing residents are coping
with abrupt local lockdowns
and sweeping COVID-19 test-
ing requirements as the Chinese
capital seeks to prevent a coro-
navirus outbreak ahead of
Winter Olympics that opens in
less than two weeks.

The lockdowns are part of
Chinas “zero tolerance” mea-
sures to fight the pandemic
that have been ratcheted-up
ahead of Games. Those now
include requiring tests for any-
one who purchases medica-
tions to treat cold, cough, fever
and other maladies.

University student Cheryl
Zhang said that health code app
that all Chinese have installed on
their smart phones began noti-
fying her to get tested after she
bought medication four days
previously.

“I was seriously panicking,’
said Zhang, who was taking a
stroll across street from Olympic
Village. “But when I got to hos-
pital and saw medical workers
striving to keep things in order,
I didn’t feel angry any more.

The problem was sorted
out very quickly”Such purchas-
es are tracked via a smart phone
app that requires customers to
swipe their information when
they buy health supplies or sim-
ply enter pharmacies.

China strictly controls sales
of medications and a doctor’s
prescription is often required for
ordinary cold medications or
even vitamins.

A notice posted at a Beijing
pharmacy Tuesday said anyone
who had bought any of four
types of medication over past
two weeks was required to
obtain a test within 72 hours.

European court says
"Turkey violated
journalist’s rights

AP B ANKARA, TURKEY

The European Court of
Human Rights ruled
Tuesday that Turkey violated
the rights of German-Turkish
journalist Deniz Yucel, who
was jailed in Turkey for a year
and later convicted of engaging
in propaganda in favor of
Kurdish rebels.

The Strasbourg, France-
based court ruled that the pre-
trial detention of Deniz — a
correspondent for Germany’s
Die Welt newspaper—
amounted to a violation of his
right to liberty and security as
well as his right to freedom of
expression. It also ruled that
journalist had not been ade-
quately compensated for his
unlawful detention.

“The Court ruled that Mr.
Yucel had been placed and
retained in pre-trial detention
in absence of plausible reasons
to suspect him of committing
a criminal offense,” a court
statement said.

Yucel was arrested in
Istanbul as part of a vast gov-
ernment clampdown in the
wake of July 2016 coup attempt,
and charged with propaganda
on behalf terror groups, includ-
ing outlawed Kurdistan
Workers’ Party, or PKK.

He was held in pretrial
detention for a year and
returned to Germany after his
release. In 2020, a court in
Istanbul convicted Yucel of
charge of engaging in terrorist
propaganda and sentenced him
in absentia to more than two
years and nine months in
prison. A year earlier, the

Constitutional Court, Turkey’s
highest court, said Yucel's year-
long detention violated his
rights. His case led to a diplo-
matic crisis with Germany,
which accused Turkey of con-
ducting “arbitrary arrests” of
German citizens suspected of
links to PKK or the network led
by U.S.-based cleric Fethullah
Gulen.

“That judges in Strasbourg
have established that my right
to freedom and safety and my
right to freedom of opinion
were violated is satisfying,’
Yucel told Die Welt.“But it is
disappointing that the judges
didn’t want to find a violation
of ban on torture—despite
nine months in solitary con-
finement and despite psycho-
logical and physical violence I
was sometimes subjected to at
(Istanbul’s) Silivri No. 9 high-
security prison”

Yucel added that he was
also disappointed that court
didn’t find that proceedings
against him were politically
motivated.“T suspect that even
(President) Recep Tayyip
Erdogan didn’t expect that,” he
said, accusing the Turkish
leader of “repeated public
attacks” and of making him an
object of political negotiations.

He also said prosecutors
made him wait a year for an
indictment on Erdogan’s “per-
sonal orders”Yucel was refer-
ring to statements by Erdogan
in 2018 who called him a “spy”
and a “terrorist” “Even the cir-
cumstances of my release —
there is not a fiber of these pro-
ceedings that was not politically
motivated,” Yucel said.

Thai PM arrives
in Saudi Arabia,
easing diamond
heist row

AP B DUBAI, UNITED ARAB
EMIRATES

Thailand’s prime minister
arrived in Saudi Arabia on
Tuesday for the first high-level
meeting since relations
between nations soured three
decades ago over a sensation-
al jewelry heist that led to a
diplomatic row and string of
mysterious killings.

The official visit by Thai
Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-
ocha to Riyadh signals nations
are seeking to thaw ties, long
chilled by the 1989 scandal.
Saudi Arabia downgraded its
diplomatic relations with
Thailand over theft that
became known as Blue
Diamond affair.

While Prayuth’s visit
marked a major breakthrough,
his discreet arrival in the coun-
try hinted at lingering ten-
sion.

A notably low-ranking offi-
cial, the deputy governor of
Riyadh, received the prime
minister at the airport without
the typical live TV report.

Hours later, however, the
country’s powerful Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman
gave Prayuth more of a royal
welcome, guiding prime min-
ister down lavender carpet
rolled out for important state
visits and taking him to king’s
Al-Yamamah Palace for talks.

The Saudi government
statement about visit was vague,
saying only it showed the king-
dom’s “keenness to strengthen
joint relations and build bridges
of communication with all
countries around world”

Thailand first in Asia to move to decriminalise marijuana

AP W BANGKOK

Thailand on Tuesday became
the first country in Asia to
approve the de facto decrimi-
nalization of marijuana, though
authorities have left a grey
area around its recreational
use.

Health Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul announced that
the Narcotics Control Board
had approved the dropping
cannabis from the ministry’s list
of controlled drugs.

The delisting by the min-
istry’s Food and Drug
Administration will now need
to be formally signed by the
health minister and enters into
effect 120 days after its publi-
cation in the government
gazette. It follows the removal
of cannabis — a plant species
to which both marijuana and
hemp belong — last month
from the list of illegal drugs
under Thailand’s Narcotics

FILE - Thailand’s Public Health Minister Anutin Chanvirakul shows off a bottle of
extracted cannabis oil during a press conference at his ministry in Bangkok,
Thailand, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2019. Thailand on Tuesday, Jan. 25, 2022, became
the first country in Asia to approve the de facto decriminalization of marijuana, as
its anti-narcotics agency agreed to have the Health Ministry drop cannabis from its
list of controlled drugs. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit, File)

Law. Police and lawyers con-
tacted by The Associated Press

said it was unclear if possession
of marijuana would no longer

be an offense subject to arrest.
A tangle of related laws means
that production and possession
of marijuana remains regulat-
ed for the time being, leaving
the legal status of recreational
marijuana use in a grey area.
The Health Ministry mea-
sure retains on its list of con-
trolled drugs parts from the
cannabis plant that contain
more than 0.2% by weight of
tetrahydrocannabinol, or THC,
the psychoactive ingredient
that gives users a high.
Thailand in 2020 became
the first Asian nation to
decriminalize the production
and use of marijuana for med-
icinal purposes. Under changes
made in 2020, most parts of the
cannabis plant were dropped
from the “Category 5” list of
controlled drugs, but seeds
and buds, which are associat-
ed with recreational use, were
retained. The proposal now
being implemented by the FDA

removes all parts of the plant
from the list. Health Minister
Anutin has been the driving
force behind decriminalizing
marijuana. He is the leader of
the Bhumjai Thai Party, a major
partner in the country’s coali-
tion government, and cam-
paigned in the 2019 general
election for legalization of mar-
ijuana production to aid farm-
ers. The latest measure is also
seen as helping to promote
cannabis products as a major
industry in Thailand.

Anutin said last week that
the FDAS delisting “responds to
the government’s urgent poli-
cy in developing marijuana
and hemp for medical and
health care benefits, developing
technology and creating
income for the public”His
party announced that on
Wednesday it will propose in
Parliament a draft Cannabis
Act to clarify the legal status of
marijuana.
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IMF cuts economy growth
forecast to 9% in FY22

Washington: The
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) has cut India's econom-
ic growth forecast to 9 per cent
for the current fiscal year end-
ing March 31, joining a host of
agencies which have down-
graded their projections on
concerns over the impact of a
spread of new variant of coro-
navirus on business activity and
mobility.

In its latest update of World
Economic Outlook on Tuesday,
the Washington-based inter-
national financial institution,
which had in October last year
projected a 9.5 per cent GDP
growth for India, put the fore-
cast for the next fiscal FY23
(April 2022 to March 2023) at
7.1 per cent.

The Indian economy had
contracted by 7.3 per cent in
the 2020-21 fiscal year.

The IMF's forecast for the cur-
rent financial year is less than
9.2 per cent that the govern-
ment's Central Statistics Office
has predicted and 9.5 per cent
that the Reserve Bank of India
has estimated. Its forecast is
lower than the 9.5 per cent pro-
jection by S&P and 9.3 per cent
by Moody's but more than the

8.3 per cent projection by the
World Bank and 8.4 per cent by
Fitch.

According to the IMF
India's prospects for 2023 are
marked up on expected
improvements to credit growth
and, subsequently, investment
and consumption, building on
better-than-anticipated perfor-
mance of the financial sector.

The IMF said that global
growth is expected to moderate
from 5.9 in 2021 to 4.4 per cent
in 2022, half a percentage point
lower for 2022 than in the
October WEQ, largely reflecting
forecast markdowns in the two
largest economies -- the US and
China. A revised assumption
removing the Build Back Better
fiscal policy package from the
baseline, earlier withdrawal of
monetary accommodation, and
continued supply shortages pro-
duced a downward 1.2 per-
centage-point revision for the
United States, it said.

In China, pandemic-
induced disruptions related to
the zero-tolerance COVID-19
policy and protracted financial
stress among property devel-
opers have induced a 0.8 per-
centage-point downgrade.

The global growth is
expected to slow to 3.8 per cent
in 2023. "Although this is 0.2
percentage point higher than in
the previous forecast, the
upgrade largely reflects a
mechanical pickup after cur-
rent drags on growth dissipate
in the second half of 2022. The
forecast is conditional on
adverse health outcomes
declining to low levels in most
countries by end-2022, assum-
ing vaccination rates improve
worldwide and therapies
become more effective," said
the report.

In a blog post, IMF's chief
economist Gita Gopinath wrote
that the continuing global
recovery faces multiple chal-
lenges as the pandemic enters
its third year. The rapid
spread of the Omicron variant
has led to renewed mobility
restrictions in many countries
and increased labour shortages,
she said.

Supply disruptions still
weigh on activity and are con-
tributing to higher inflation,
adding to pressures from strong
demand and elevated food and
energy prices, Gopinath
wrote. PTI

RAI says there is need for
Emergency Credit Line Guarantee
Scheme for biz establishments

New Delhi: Retailer's body
RAI on Tuesday said there is a
need for the Emergency Credit
Line Guarantee Scheme
(ECLGS) for business estab-
lishments of the sector, which
have been impacted by
COVID-19-related restrictions.

In its Budget wish list, the
Retailers Association of India
(RAI) also said more money
needs to be put in the hands of
the poor and the salaried as two
years of the pandemic have
impacted many in the poorer
section of the population.
"ECLGS for finance in retail
needs to be announced as most
of the lockdowns impact high
contact sectors like restaurants,
shops, salons, etc," RAI Chief
Executive Officer Kumar
Rajagopalan said in a state-
ment.

While the retail sector
recently got included in prior-
ity lending guidelines under
MSME, he said, "It is important
for the sector to get all support
that MSME (micro, small and
medium enterprises) policies
accord as more than 90 per cent
of retail can be classified and
MSME."

Calling for support to
retail with policy around digi-

tisation, Rajagopalan said
retailers need to get them-
selves digitised faster and need
to get e-commerce ready.

"Financial support for
digitisation can help better
boost the sector. Also, a direc-
tional focus to enable retailers
through the Open Network for
Digital Commerce (ONDC)
will give a big boost to the sec-
tor," he added.

Seeking a better direction
for the implementation of
goods and services tax (GST),
RAT said any increase in GST
on clothing, food and housing
creates a direct impact on con-
sumption. "A direc-
tion for a more predictable GST
regime will be welcome.
Similarly, many clauses around
carry forward and refund of
GST needs clarification,"
Rajagopalan said, adding that
directional support to the cre-
ation of a nation-level policy for
retail and internal trade will
help.

Asking for more money in
the hands of the poor and the
salaried, RAI said the two years
of the coronavirus pandemic
have impacted many in the
poorer section of the popula-
tion. PTI

Gold rises
3806; silver
tanks 3522

New Delhi: Gold prices rose
by T86 to I48,555 per 10 gram
in the national capital on
Tuesday on local demand and
rupee depreciation, according
to HDFC Securities.

In the previous trade,
the precious metal settled at
348,469 per 10 gram.  Silver
declined by ¥ 522 to ¥ 63,907
per kg from ¥64,429 per kg in
the previous trade. The
rupee declined by 16 paise to
74.67 against the US dollar on
Tuesday.

In the international mar-
ket, gold was trading lower at
USD 1,841 per ounce and sil-
ver was flat at USD 23.78 per
ounce.

"Gold prices traded weak
with spot gold prices at
COMEX trading marginally
down at USD 1,841 per ounce
on Tuesday," Tapan Patel,
Senior Analyst (Commodities),
HDFC securities said. ~ PTI

Govt should consider categorising
EVs in priority lending sector:
Omega Seiki Mobility

Mumbai: Electric vehicle
maker Omega Seiki Mobility
(OSM) has said the govern-
ment should consider cate-
gorising EVs in the priority
lending sector to further
strengthen the segment, besides
export concessions, to help the
manufacturers tap new mar-
kets.

In its pre-Budget expecta-
tions, OSM also expressed
hope that the Union Budget
includes announcements relat-
ed to lowering of GST rates on
raw materials, especially for the
electric  vehicle (EV)
players.

This played a key role in
the progress of electrification of
the domestic automotive sector.
However, the financial year
2022-23 is the time to start fir-
ing on all cylinders, Omega
Seiki said.

"We are expecting Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
to usher in good news for the
EV sector. "To fur-
ther strengthen the EV market,
the government should con-
sider categorising EVs in the
priority lending sector. It will
make EVs more affordable for
the users and help in incen-
tivising the whole transition,"
the company said.

It said that the revised
guidelines issued by the power
ministry to accelerate the e-
mobility transition in the coun-

try show that the Government
recognises the importance of
the EV sector's growth.

The company added that
the guidelines are already
emphasising on enabling faster
adoption of EVs, providing
affordable tariffs and promot-
ing energy security that final-
ly aims at reducing the emis-
sion intensity in India.

"As part of India's growing
EV industry, we hope that the
Union Budget includes lower-
ing of GST rates on raw mate-
rials, especially for the EV
players.

"Support for R&D
(research and development)
and indigenous technology
development while lowering of
GST on auto components
should be on the top of FM's
agenda list," said Omega Seiki
Mobility Chairman and
founder Uday Narang.

He further said allocating
funds for the clean air cam-
paign could be brought under
the Swachh Bharat Mission to
create better awareness and
improve the adoption of elec-
tric mobility.

Export concessions can
also be looked at to support the
Indian EV manufacturers like
OSM, it said, so that such
companies can tap new mar-
kets, making India not just
'Aatmanirbhar’ but a global
powerhouse. PTI

Shares in demat form
must for processing
Investors’ service
[equests: Sebi

New Delhi: With an aim to
enhance ease of dealing in secu-
rities markets, Sebi on Tuesday
said listed companies will issue
the securities in dematerialised
form only while processing the
service request from investors.

Also, the regulator has put
in place operational guidelines
for dematerialisation of securi-
ties while processing investor's
service request.

As an on-going measure to
enhance ease of dealing in secu-
rities markets by investors, it has
been decided that listed com-
panies will henceforth issue the
securities in dematerialised form
only while processing certain
service request, Sebi said in a cir-
cular.

These request from
investors include issue of dupli-
cate securities certificate, claim
from unclaimed suspense
account, renewal/exchange of
securities certificate, endorse-
ment, splitting of securities cer-
tificate, consolidation of securi-
ties certificates or folios, trans-
mission and transposition. Sebi
said that securities
holder/claimant will have to
submit a form -- to be hosted
on the website of the issuer com-
panies and the RTAs (Registrars
to an issue and share Transfer
Agents) -- as per the format
specified by the regulator along
with necessary documents.PTI

Future Retail in SC to avert
defaulter tag; independent directors
reject Amazon brought offer

New Delhi: Embattled retailer
Future Retail Ltd (FRL) on
Tuesday moved the Supreme
Court to avert insolvency pro-
ceedings over missing a loan
repayment deadline, even as its
independent directors rejected
an Amazon-supported offer to
sell the company businesses at
less than a third of what
Mukesh Ambani's Reliance is
offering.

India's second-largest
retailer, which operates multi-
brand retail chains such as Big
Bazaar, Easyday and Heritage,
failed to pay Rs 3,494.56 crore
to lenders by the due date of
December-end and sought a
30-day grace period to resolve
the situation.

Unable to find money, it
moved the apex court seeking
to restrain its lenders from
declaring the company a
defaulter, which can invite ini-
tiation of insolvency proceed-
ings.

In the petition, Future
cited its dispute with partner
Amazon, which has stalled its
Rs 24,713 crore retail asset sale
to Reliance, to seek a restraint
on lenders from declaring it as
a non-performing asset (NPA),
court filings showed.

In the petition, which also con-
tained a January 15 letter from
the State Bank of India (SBI)
warning it of the possibility of
initiating insolvency proceed-
ings if it did pay its dues,
Future asked for more time for
loan payment and requested the
Supreme Court to "extend the
timeline stipulated under the

Framework Agreement for
monetization of the Small
Format Stores."

Future "finds itself in a
peculiar position where it wish-
es to comply" with its obliga-
tions to lenders, but "the litiga-
tion with Amazon is effective-
ly preventing it from doing so",
the filing said as it sought
quashing of default notices
from its lenders.

Amazon has opposed the
Future-Reliance deal saying it
violates a 2019 pact it had
signed with the retailer when it
invested USD 200 million in a
Future unit.

The US firm's position has
so far been backed by a
Singapore arbitrator. The mat-
ter is now in courts.

With the legal dispute
stalling funding options, inde-
pendent directors of Future
Retail Ltd (FRL) last week
asked Amazon if it was willing
to provide a long-term loan to
avoid default due on January 29.

Amazon replied that it was
willing to financially assist
Future Retail through Samara
Capital's Rs 7,000 crore deal to
take over businesses such Big
Bazaar, but the retailer must
shelve its Rs 24,713 crore deal
with Reliance.

Independent directors
have now turned down
Amazon's offer, saying it is
"plainly an attempt to buy the
Future's assets on the cheap".
In aletter on Tuesday, they said
it is now clear that Amazon's
letters were "just a game of
smoke and mirrors". PTI

Govt confers Subhash
Chandra Bose Aapda

Prabandhan Puraskar
to SEEDS

New Delhi: As an acknowl-
edgement of their exemplary
work in disaster management,
the Government of India has
felicitated Sustainable
Environment and Ecological
Development Society (SEEDS)
with the “Subhash Chandra
Bose Aapda Prabandhan
Puraskar 2021” in the institu-
tional category. SEEDS co-
founder Manu Gupta said the
award bears testimony to the fact
that we are on the right path.
Anshu Sharma, Another co-
founder of SEEDS, said, “SEEDS
has constantly evolved to cater
to the needs of communities
with changing times” ~ PNS

Webinar on Air
Sports Opportunities
in India organised

New Delhi: Chamber, Rajasthan
Chapter organised a Webinar on
“Air Sports Opportunities in
India — With Special Focus on
Rajasthan”.

Pradeep Multani, President,
PHD Chamber in his Welcome
and Presidential Address out-
lined the tremendous potential
for promoting aero Sports sec-
tor in Rajasthan.

Looking to the demo-
graphic Pattern of India which
has significant percentage of
youth, the Aero Sports sector has
very bright future in India which
need to be developed as one of
the top Air Sports Nations by
2030, Mr. Multani added.

5 MAX

Healthcare

PUBLIC NOTICE

DESTRUCTION OF MEDICAL RECORD
OF PATIENTS

Notice is hereby given that Max
Super Speciality Hospital Patparganj
(A Unit of Max Balaji Medical and
Diagnostic Research Centre) will be
destroying medical records related
to the treatment and/or test perfor-
med of its patients at the Hospital
pertaining to the period January'
2013 to December-2016.

Any patient who wishes to acquire
Certified True Copy of his/her
Medical Records pertaining to
above stated period may request in
writing to the contact person men-
tioned in the table below, between
10AM to 5PM (Monday to Satur-
day). All such request applications
must reach the concerned person
as mentioned in the below, within 3
(three) month from the date of pub-
lication of this notice. The request
for medical records should be
submitted in the prescribed format
along with the self-attested copy of
the photo identity proof of the
patient. The patient can also auth-
arize any other person to apply for
and/or collect the Medical Records
on his/her behalf with a valid auth-
ority letter/power of attorney for the
same along with the seli-attested
copy of the photo identity and
signature proof of the Patient and
authorized person. In case of
deceased patients, the attendant
recorded in the Medical Records
may apply/authorize someone to
apply for the same. Please note that
standard charges shall be appli-
cable for supplying such records.

Name & Address of the Hospital
Max Super Speciality Hospital,
Patparganj
(A Unit of Max Balaji Medical
and Diagnostic Research Centre)

Contact Person’s detail
Ms. Rasalamma Jacob
Email:Rasalamma.jacob@maxhealthcare.com
Mobile: 9971685759
Office: 011-43032437
For Max Super Speciality Hospital,
Patparganj
(A Unit of Max Balaji Medical
and Diagnostic Research Centre)
Sd/-
Authorised Signatory
Date:26/1/2022

Sebi notifies stricter
norms for appointment
of managing

director at listed cos

New Delhi: Putting in place
stringent norms, Sebi has said
that a person rejected by share-
holders at a general meeting can
be appointed or re-appointed as
a managing director or whole
time director or manager, only
after providing detailed justifi-
cations and ensuring compliance
with various conditions.

"The appointment or a re-
appointment of a person, includ-
ing as a Managing Director
(MD) or a Whole Time Director
(WTD) or a Manager, who was
earlier rejected by the share-
holders at a general meeting,
shall be done only with the prior
approval of the shareholders,"
Sebi said in a notification on
Monday. For considering the
appointment or re-appointment
of such a person earlier reject-
ed by the shareholders, there
should be a detailed explanation
and justification by the compa-
ny's nomination and remuner-
ation committee and the board
of directors for reccommending
the person. PTI

CONSTRUCTION OF STATION BUILDING
& OTHER ANCILLARY WORKS
Tender Notice No.: CON/2022/JAN/
05; Dated: 20-01-2022. Open tender
through e-tendering system is invited from
experienced and reputed Contractor(s)/
firm(s) for the following works:- SN-1.
Tender No. CE-CON-D-K-BLD-2022-01.
Name of work: Construction of Molvom
Station Building, Passenger Platform, CC
Drain, Platformwall, P P Shed, Over head
Tank, Approach road, Development of
Circulating area, staff quarters & other
ancillary buildings etc. in connection with
Dimapur - Kohima New Line Projecl.
Approx. value: ¥15,27 85 387.65. E-
tender will be closed at 14:30 hrs. on 18-
02-2022 and opened at 15.30 hrs. on 18-
02-2022. For Details Please visit

Wwww.ireps gov.in.
Chief Engineer/Con/6, Malig
_ Northeast Frontier Railway
o {Construction Organisation)

e-tender is invited on Behalf of the
President of India for the under
mentioned works:

S.No. 01, Name of the work with its

location : Design, fabrication,
supply, installation, erection, testing
& commissioning of 3 Phase
11/0.433 KV power supply
arrangement and associated
electrical works at T-18 Depot at
Shakurbasti in connection with
Setting up maintenance Depot for
Trainsets at Shakurbasti, Northern
Railway. E-tender No.
WP/Elect/Trainsets-SSB-WT-
01(Open), Sl No. 02, Approx. Cost of
the work : Rs. 63610352/-, S.No. 03
Earnest money to be deposited :
Rs. 468100/-, S.No. 04 Date and
time for closing of tender:
03.03.2022 up to 13.00 hrs, S.No.
05 Website particular and notice
board location where complete
details of tender can be seen and
address of the office from where the
tender form can be purchased etc. :
Tender can be down loaded from
IREPS website: www.ireps.gov.in
and detailed can be seen from the
notice board at office of CAO/WP,
Chamber Bhawan, J.C. Road,
Patna-800001.
Any e-tenders which is sent by
Post/Courier/Fax or by hand will not
be accepted. All such manual
submission of tender even if it is on
firm's letter pad or received in time
will not be accepted.
The above e-tender document
along with full information is
available on website
http://www.ireps.gov.in.

Dy. Chief Electrical Engineer/WP
Workshop Project Organisation, Patna
PRI01555/WPO/Elec(T/21-22/56

Rupee slides to
1-month low
against dollar on
forex outflows

Mumbai: The rupee on
Tuesday depreciated by 18
paise to close at a nearly one-
month low of 74.78 against the
US dollar due to month-end
dollar demand from oil
importers, forex outflows and
a stronger dollar in overseas
markets.

Investors' weak appetite
for riskier assets also weighed
on the rupee. Moreover, mar-
ket participants are now eyeing
the US Fed's meeting outcome
for further cues. At the
interbank foreign exchange
market, the local currency
opened at 74.60 against the
greenback and witnessed an
intra-day high of 74.57 and a
low of 74.80 during the session.

The rupee finally set-
tled at 74.78, down by 18 paise
over its previous close of 74.60.
This is the second straight ses-
sion of loss for the local unit
and the lowest closing level
since December 27, 2021. The
rupee has declined by 33 paise
against the American curren-
cy in two days.

The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback’s strength
against a basket of six curren-
cies, was trading 0.22 per cent
up at 96.12. PTI

Best Agrolife Q3
profit jumps to
315.5 cr; revenue
at 3232 cr

New Delhi: Agro-chemical firm
Best Agrolife Ltd on Tuesday
reported a sharp jump in its net
profit to ¥15.5 crore for the quar-
ter ended in December.

Its net profit stood at X 2.7
crore in the year-ago period.

The company recorded rev-
enue 0of ¥232.5 crore in the third
quarter of this fiscal as against
%56.8 crore in the corresponding
period of the previous year, the
company said in a statement.
Vimal Alawadhi, MD of Best
Agrolife, said the performance is
expected to be sustainable in Q4,
FY22, as the production in newly
set up formulation unit will
commence.  During the com-
ing quarters, he said the strate-
gic entry in the international
business will also open up a new
profitable vertical for the com-
pany. PTI

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform public in general
that Kotak Mahindra bank Ltd has

organized an auction in below

mention respect of Vehicles.

VEHICLES FOR SALE

1) EICHER1059
DLILAC3430- YOM 2019
MINIMUM RESERVE PRICE 710000

2) MAHINDRA DI 3200
DL1LAC5034- YOM 2019
MINIMUM RESERVE PRICE 400000

3) CB_ASHOK LEYLAND DOST
GOODS UP12BT4927- YOM-2020
MINIMUM RESERVE PRICE 250000

4) TATA 1412
DL1GC7975- YOM
MINIMUM RESERVE PRICE 850000

5) T_INTRAV20
UP16HT1380- YOM 2021
MINIMUM RESERVE PRICE 415000

6) SM_SAMRAT
UP14JT0863- YOM 2019
MINIMUM RESERVE PRICE 550000

7) EICHER 11.14
UP14GT2837- YOM 2017
MINIMUM RESERVE PRICE 510000

8) EICHR_VECVEVPRO2049
DL1LA4221- YOM 2020
MINIMUM RESERVE PRICE 585000

9) BOLERO_MAX
DL1LAE4019- YOM 2020
MINIMUM RESERVE PRICE 535000

10) PRO_2110 EICHR_VECV
HR38AB3917- YOM 2021
MINIMUM RESERVE PRICE 1250000

11) TATAMOTORSLPT709CHP
DL1LACS5022- YOM 2019
MINIMUM RESERVE PRICE 575000

UNDER HYPOTHECATION WITH
M/S KOTAK MAHINDRA BANK
IS UNDER SALE INITS
“AS IS WHERE IS CONDITION”
INTERESTED PARTIES CAN GIVE

THEIR QUOTATIONS (ONLINE/
OFFLINE) WITHIN 15 DAYS FROM
THIS PAPER PUBLICATION LE. ON
OR BEFORE 10.02.2022 (PLEASE
NOTE THAT CLOSING AUCTION
DATE WOULD NOT BE A WEEKLY
OFF / HOLIDAY).

BRANCH ADDRESS:

KOTAK MAHINDRA BANK LTD.,

PLOT NO.7 INSTITUTIONAL AREA,
SECTOR-125 NOIDA NEAR DELL
CAMPUS NOIDA (U.P) UP-201313
OR CONTACT : RAJESH ANTIL
KOTAK MAHINDRA BANK LTD.
CONTACT / 09711173320

EMAIL rajesh.antil@kotak.com

money

Benchmarks halt 5-day
rout as bargain hunters
move in; Maruti spurts

Mumbai: Market benchmarks
managed closed in the green on
Tuesday after five sessions of
steep losses as investors accu-
mulated recently-battered
banking, auto and FMCG
counters amid a supportive
trend in European equities.

However, traders said the
overall sentiment remains cau-
tious ahead of a crucial two-day
meeting of the US Federal
Reserve where it will take a call
on its rate hike trajectory.

Russia-Ukraine tensions,

stubborn inflation and unabat-
ed selling by foreign funds are
the other risk factors in the
near-term, they added.
After plunging below the
57,000-level in opening trade,
the 30-share BSE Sensex gained
momentum as the session pro-
gressed to finish 366.64 points
or 0.64 per cent higher at
57,858.15.

Similarly, the broader NSE
Nifty rose 128.85 points or 0.75
per cent to close at 17,277.95.

Maruti topped the Sensex
gainers' chart with a jump of
6.88 per cent after the country's
largest carmaker posted a con-
solidated net profit at Rs
1,041.8 crore for the December
quarter -- down 48 per cent y-
o-y but well above analyst esti-
mates. Axis Bank, SBI,
IndusInd Bank, Bharti Airtel,
PowerGrid and NTPC were
among the other prominent
gainers, spurting as much as

6.76 per cent. In contrast,
Wipro, Bajaj Finserv, Titan,
Infosys, Tech Mahindra and
UltraTech Cement led the lag-
gards list, shedding up to 1.75
per cent.

"After a week-long con-
solidation, domestic indices
took a breather supported by
low-level buying. Western mar-
kets also supported, staging
recovery following correction
in oil markets, and as uncer-
tainties over Fed policy and
geopolitical tensions eased.

"However, volatility is
expected to linger as investors
await the Fed's final policy
statement, providing clarity on
the timeline of rate hikes," said
Vinod Nair, Head of Research
at Geojit Financial Services.

Ajit Mishra, VP - Research,
Religare Broking Ltd, said,
"Markets will react to the Fed
meeting outcome in early trade
on Thursday and we expect
volatility to remain high, thanks
to the scheduled monthly
expiry. Keeping in mind the sce-
nario, we reiterate our cautious
view and suggest preferring
hedged positions."

Barring IT and consumer
durables, all BSE sectoral indices
mustered gains. Telecom
climbed 2.46 per cent, followed
by utilities, power, auto, bankex
and realty. In the broader mar-
kets, the BSE midcap and small
cap indices advanced up to
1.03 per cent. PTI

for the following work:

|

ﬁj NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY, PRAYAGRAJ

E- TENDER NOTICE
E-TENDER NOTICE No. AGC-M-WRP-AGC-2022
Sr.DME (C&W)/North Central Railway, Agra acting for and on behalf of the
President of India invites “Open Tender" through on Line only (E-Tendering)

Date: 24.01.2022

Sr. Item Details of Work
1. | Name of work with its Operation & maintenance of Water recycling
location plant at AGC coaching Depot for three years.

2. | Approx. Cost of the work

Rs. 20,88,587.76/- (Rupees Twenty Lakh
Eighty Eight Thousand Five Hundred Eighty
Seven and Paisa Seventy Six only).

ignored.

For Full details and submission of bid please see the Indian Railway Website
www.ireps.gov.in. Bidders will be able to submit their bids through web portal
www.ireps.gov.in upto 15.00 hrs. on 15/02/2022. Manual offers are not
allowed against this tender, and any such manual offer received shall be

86/22(AN)

[£] North central railways | www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in [W] @ CPRONCR

@ RAJASTHAN HOUSING BOARD

website.

RHB2122WSRC00237,

Raj.Samwad/C/11003/2021-22

No. : ACE-I/RHB/JPR/2021-22/592

NIB : 13/2021-22

Bids for 1. Construction of Library Building in Coaching
Hub at Sector-16, Pratap Nagar, Jaipur 2. ARG work of
Providing, Laying, Jointing, Testing of DI/HDPE pipe line
with interconnection works and construction of tube well &
the work of Providing, Laying, Jointing & Testing of
Sewerage line with manhole the jurisdiction of Division
PHE-I, RHB, Jaipur 3. ARC work of Providing, Laying,
Jointing, Testing of DI/HDPE pipe line with interconnection
works and construction of tube well & the work of
Providing, Laying, Jointing & Testing of Sewerage line with
manhole the jurisdiction of Division PHE-Il, RHB, Jaipur
4. Overlay of existing Internal Roads & Construction of New
Internal Roads of Sector-03, MIG-B Zone, |.G. Nagar, Jaipur
5. ARC work of Repair and maintenance of electric works at
different RHB Residential Schemes under ACE-| RHB,
Jaipur 6. External electrification & street light work for
remaining developed area at Mahala Residential Scheme,
RHB, Jaipur are invited from interested bidders from Date
27.01.2022 t0 16.02.2022 upto 6:00PM. Other particular of
bid may be visited on the procurement portal
(http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.raj.nic.in) of the
state & http://urban.rajasthan.gov.in/rhb department

UBN: RHB2122WLOB00238, RHB2122WS0B00239,

RHB2122WS0B00240, RHB2122WS0B00241
Addl. Chief Engineer-1, Jaipur

Dt. 20.01.2022

RHB2122WS0B00242,

NORTHERN RAILWAY

10:00 AM to 05:00 PM.

NOTICE
REGISTRATION OF PANEL OF RETAIL
SHOPS FOR SURGICAL ITEMS

Applications on prescribed Performa are invited from
Retail Shops located within 5 Km of Northern Railway
Central Hospital New Delhi, for Registration of Panel
of Retail shops for supply of Branded supply of
Disposable/ Surgical Items (Sutures, ligatures,
CAPD Bag and IV Fluids) under Retail Local Purchase
in Northern Railway Central Hospital New Delhi.

The application form along with copy of terms
and conditions can be obtained from and deposited
in Room No. 26, between 10:00 AM to 05:00 PM on
payment of Rs. 500/- to be deposited in cash with
Divisional Cashier Baroda House, New Delhi or by
way of Bank Draft in Favour of FA&CAO (E)/ Northern
Railway or can be downloaded from Northern Railway
website www.nr.indianrailways.gov.in under head
tender. The last date for receiving the application form
is 21.02.2022 at 11:00 AM. The application can be
deposited in Room No. 26 on all working days between

AZ-‘:I d I Ka
Amrit Mahotsav
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Stepping into

2022, the role of

HR professionals is
more critical now

than it was before.
They are the ones who
will reconsider the
basic tenets of their
company, says

Sonica ArRoN

t wouldn’t be wrong to say that

companies, to a great extent, be

it in any industry, have met or

are gradually meeting the chal-

lenges of the current global
health crisis situation. However, as we
move towards the post-pandemic era,
their strategies and policies of the past
will no longer meet the needs of the
evolving workforce.

The last two years have changed
a lot. Not just the way we work,
though it has become evident that
remote and hybrid working models
can be as effective as erstwhile phys-
ical/ in-person working models if
managed effectively. The changes go
deeper. People have changed in the
way they think of work, work-life bal-
ance, their expectations from
employers, their growth and job sat-
isfaction.

Hence, organisations will need to
evolve and adapt management styles
that are flexible, responsive, and
established around employee speak,
including more connection, simpli-
fication and automation, demo-
graphic shifts, and much more.

Stepping into 2022, the role of
HR professionals is critical than
ever before as they are the ones who
will reevaluate the basic tenets of their
company in order to support the
right shift, balancing between busi-
ness growth needs, employee expe-
rience and retention.

Role of HR in organisational success

4 Establish a healthy culture: It
is one of the most important pre-
dictors of how effectively a compa-
ny achieves its goals. Employees that
are glad to come to work will be more

Economics, a master discipline

driven to move the company forward
in the long run. It's possible that a
company's culture could use a
makeover. Connecting with people to
understand what they expect in
today’s times is key. Is it Real time
communication? Is it transparency?
Is it real time feedback? Is it about
owning their own learning?

After determining the work-
force expectations, it is important to
act on it and ensure that everyone in
the business is on the same page so
that everyone can contribute to mov-
ing the new corporate culture for-
ward. It will require a holistic
approach and not just reprinting slo-
gans. It will need changing process-
es, policies, ways of working and
embedding key behaviours in day-to-
day transactions.

It will require being receptive to
new ideas and opinions, on how to
do things differently, deploying new
processes and practises.

4 Change with the times: The
world has changed and will contin-
ue to evolve over time. Employees'
needs will also vary because of this.
We will need to take chances and
adapt — not be hesitant to implement
new processes and solutions to ful-
fil your employees' ever-changing
demands. Offering customised perks
and ways of working could be one
way to meet such needs.

Depending on where they are in
life, employees may seek different
benefits and work arrangements.
An employee who is responsible for
a family of four will most likely want
and desire a different benefits pack-
age and work environment than a

HR will
continue to be
the driving force
behind many
new strategies
and policies, as
we have
witnessed over
the last two
years, such as
improving
employee
experience,
developing new
organisational
models, creating
a more flexible
workforce, and
much more

recent college graduate who is just
starting out in their profession.
Before making any decisions, It
would be critical to understand the
demographic landscape of the organ-
isation in detail and understand
employee life stages and needs.

4 Map skill gaps: Every compa-
ny probably requires specific exper-
tise as business models and markets
have evolved. By speaking with sev-
eral departments, one may get a good
idea of which functional and behav-
ioural competencies individuals,
teams, managers, and leaders require
right now and which they will require
in the future. Then, to address those
needs, plan the capability building
agenda, and talent acquisition agen-
da accordingly.

4 Target employee retention:
We have all witnessed the big quit
and we are all aware of the tangible
and intangible costs associated with
voluntary attrition. It is not always
easy to find a replacement on time,
leading to productivity loss; loss of
tacit knowledge, experience, clients;
added extra responsibilities for exist-
ing employees, resulting in overwork,
burnout and more attrition. Creating
a culture where employees feel val-
ued, included, where their contribu-
tion is recognized and appreciated,
where they feel happy and have fun
is critical. A holistic approach to
employee retention goes beyond fun
Fridays, zero meeting hours and
birthday celebrations. An employee
experiences an organisation each
day, each moment through their
managers and their peers, and build-
ing psychologically safe team envi-

ronments is key to retention. This
would be a key role of the HR func-
tion in 2022, given that most busi-
nesses would be on an ambitious
growth path, they should not lose
sight of this goal.

4 Understand business strate-
gy: End of the day, People are the
business’s most important asset, and
the HR function is the custodian of
this asset. The deeper the HR func-
tion understands the company's
business plan, the more effectively
they can leverage the human poten-
tial in the organisation through the
right policies, processes, structures,
and culture.

HR function is like the arterial
system that runs across the organi-
sation, across C-suite leaders, depart-
mental managers, and employees,
disseminating the purpose, main
objectives, and cultural values of your
company. Possessing sound knowl-
edge of both business tasks and of
employees’ needs, expectations, skills,
competencies, and aspirations, they
have the lethal combination of mak-
ing businesses succeed.

The world of HR is constantly
changing, and new trends will
emerge. HR will continue to be the
driving force behind many new
strategies and policies, as we have wit-
nessed over the last two years, such
as improving employee experience,
developing new organisational mod-
els, creating a more flexible work-
force, and much more. 2022 is going
to be yet another exciting year for the
HR function!

The writer is Founder and Managing Partner,
Marching Sheep
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students.

Real education should consist
of drawing the goodness and
the best out of our own

— Cesar Chavez

LLB AND LLM

he  University of

Manchester’s law pro-
gramme is recognised by the
Bar Council of India and offers
a distinctive approach to legal
education that brings together
aresearch-informed and prac-
tice-led approach to the study
of law.

The students of Law School
will have the opportunity to
draw on the abundant expertise
of academics, professional net-
works, legal practitioners, and

Admissions

b

experts in social justice across
the School of Social Sciences.

Deadline:
For the September 2022
intake, February 26th, 2022.

College Board’s UniTalk India

PNS B NEW DELHI

niTalk India, an event for

the Indian students wish-
ing to study in India or abroad,
was held virtually on January
20, 2022. This special UniTalk
helped with the needs of stu-
dents during the pandemic.
College Board brought togeth-
er few of its top member uni-

versities from India and the
US. They provided insight
into admissions processes and
policies to facilitate student
applications. Admissions pro-
fessionals will talk about how
undergraduate programs in
India and the U.S. are chang-
ing, as well as the career
opportunities these pro-
grammes lead to.

Social campaigns to
eliminate child labour

wareness campaigns are

most commonly used to
create effective communica-
tion skills and listening skills.
Being aware is extremely
important and there are many
methods to create awareness.
You need to check your
thoughts as well and see if they
are positive or negative.
Circulating positive thoughts is
most important to grow in
life. There are huge benefits of
self-awareness, firstly devel-
oping empathy, better com-
munication & listening skills,
better leadership qualities,
affluent decision-making skills,
increased creativity and seeing
the perspective of others. It also
leads to better decision making.
Spreading the word about
something important,
Mohammed Rashid Khan has
planned many such awareness
campaigns. One of the things
that need attention in India is
child labour. This is a grave

&'l

problem and causes a huge
impact on the future of the
nation.

Cryptork makes a mis-
sion to let people aware of
child labour and this will help
in leveraging the thoughts. In
this, people have started many
social media campaigns to
make people aware of child
labour and make all the peo-
ple aware that children are
meant to study and make the
future. They are not the tools
for earning.

101 lessons on leadership

It 1s hard to imagine a world where economics becomes irrelevant, for it is in the

and mentoring

very nature of human beings to strive for a better life, says

DR ADITYA KUVALEKAR

ith global vaccination efforts and
Wtackling new variant waves, the

world is learning to live with the
COVID-19 pandemic. This has arguably
been the greatest challenge humanity has
faced since World War-II, and just like
WWII, this pandemic will fundamentally
alter aspects of our lives. From the possibility
of permanent remote work to a radical shift
to the service-based, online nature of busi-
nesses, we are facing unfathomable and
unpredictable changes to how we live,
work, eat and travel. Businesses will, and
already have, shut down, new industries will
arrive and thrive, old and established jobs
will disappear, jobs that were once thought
to be niche will suddenly show an expo-
nential rise. It is very hard for anyone to pre-
dict what changes will be witnessed over the
next few years.

Therefore, this is, perhaps, a very good
time to invest in skills for the future. What
makes the current climate special are two
factors. First is that COVID-19 led to
restructuring of the economy and demand
for previously popular industries may be
suppressed for a long time. Second, while the
economic recovery has begun, it may take
a while before it is nearly complete.
Therefore, now is a good time to invest in
skills that are likely to be in demand when
the market is hot.

This is particularly relevant for students
deciding what to study at university. While
the idealistic view of doing what you are pas-
sionate about may sound romantic in the-

ory, there are many who, justifiably, view
education as a means of attaining a good
lifestyle, and therefore wish to choose a sub-
ject that is likely to be rewarded in the sub-
sequent labour market.

Career opportunities

Economics already offers immensely
lucrative career opportunities. The range of
job opportunities includes consulting firms,
financial firms, government organisations,
international organisations such as the
World Bank and the IMF, NGOs for those
interested in working in the development
sector, to industries such as big tech and
financial journalism.

For example, leading technology giants
such as Google, Amazon, Facebook and
Microsoft recruit economists every year with
large salaries. It is harder to think of a career
path that can offer as diverse opportunities
as economics.

There are many universities that have
designed the undergraduate and master’s
programs keeping these options in mind. As
a result, an economics student can learn
from a wide range of experts specialising in
development economics, macroeconom-
ics, to even FinTech and Big Data, the new
buzzwords. In fact, considering the grow-
ing importance of understanding the con-
cepts of economics and proficiency in pro-
gramming, universities started to offer a BSc
Economics with Computing.

Economics, a master discipline

Pursuing such courses are likely to be
intellectually and materially rewarding. For

WHAT MAKES THE
CURRENT SCENARIO
SPECIAL ARE TWO
FACTORS. FIRST IS THAT
COVID-19 LED TO
RESTRUCTURING OF THE
ECONOMY AND DEMAND
FOR PREVIOUSLY
POPULAR INDUSTRIES
MAY BE SUPPRESSED FOR
A LONG TIME. SECOND,
WHILE THE ECONOMIC
RECOVERY HAS BEGUN, IT
MAY TAKE A WHILE
BEFORE IT IS NEARLY
COMPLETE

o

one, economics as a discipline borrows heav-
ily from diverse fields ranging from phi-
losophy and mathematics to psychology and
history. Therefore, a student will be exposed
to a wide range of topics, which will be good
for both their professional and personal
development.

Second, a good command of the basics
of economics is a tremendously valuable skill
in analysing complex, real-world prob-
lems, and is therefore extremely valuable in
the labour market. This is why studying eco-
nomics can lead to some of the highest-paid
jobs — starting salaries in the UK for some-
one with a masters in economics are often
upwards of £60,000 - £75,000.

Also, most students are concerned
about the safety aspect, and economics is
perhaps safer than any other discipline. In
the 1970s, there was buzz around engi-
neering, in the 1990s it was programming,
in the 2000s it was finance, and now it’s big
data and machine learning. However, eco-
nomics has always maintained its steady
presence offering a range of job prospects
for students.

It is harder to imagine a world where
economics — a science of prosperity -
becomes irrelevant, for it is in the very nature
of human beings to strive for a better life.
Therefore, if you are a student, or a parent,
thinking of a career choice for undergrad-
uate or a postgraduate degree, economics is
perhaps second to none. Take the plunge!

The writer is Lecturer, Department of Economics
University of Essex, UK

uthor Mainak Dhar’s book
ALeadership in 100 words pub-

lished by Bloomsbury India is all
about leadership and mentoring. The
book is inspired by a series of Dhar’s
LinkedIn posts #leadershipinl00words.
These were sparked by conversations
the author was having with people he
was mentoring, which made him realise
that while he had been blessed with
many great mentors throughout his
career, many others did not have access
to mentors to help guide them in life
and career choices. These posts sought
to address common questions people
have about careers, through simple,
straightforward advice — one hundred
words at a time.

He says that the book does not
seek to provide answers, but rather
provokes thought and introspection.
A good mentor does not tell you what
to do, but makes you think of issues
differently, to ask the right questions
instead of giving you the answers. He
hopes that readers find thought-
starters to how they may approach
common career and leadership
challenges through this book. He has
tried to distil not only his personal
experiences, but a lot of what he
learned and observed in the many
great mentors he have had in his life
and career. “There are many people
out there who feel the need for
mentors, but don’t have access to one,
either because they don’t have broad
enough networks or feel that senior
leaders are not accessible to them. I
hope that my book does its bit to
change that status quo by making

mentoring accessible to many;, he
says.

His #leadershipin100words posts
on LinkedIn had become a great way
to engage with people, respond to
questions he got and more than him
providing the answers, it became a
great way to dialog with people on
common leadership and career
challenges. “To be honest, I hadn’t
planned on a book emerging from
these, but several people began asking
me on LinkedIn why I didn't pull this
thinking together in the form of a
book, which would give readers these
thought starters in an accessible form
whenever they needed advice to
common challenges. That was the
spark which led to the idea for the
book,” he says.

Dhar is an alumnus of IIM-
Ahmedabad with twenty-five years of
experience at blue-chip
multinationals. In addition to being a
senior business leader, he is also a
prolific author.

4th edition of ICEIL at Amity University = VI'T-AP’s international conference [CAMEMS

PNS B UTTAR PRADESH

he Amity University

organised the Valedictory
Ceremony of 4th Edition of
International Conference on
Entrepreneurship, Innovation
and Leadership (ICEIL 2022).
Bhanu Pratap Singh Verma,
Minister of State, MSME was
the Chief Guest while
renowned Film Maker
Subhash Ghai was the Guest of
Honor.

Dr.

Verma said, “T'm extreme-
ly delighted to be present here
today and would like to con-
gratulate Amity for organizing
such a wonderful conference
which promotes and encour-
ages entrepreneurship, inno-
vation and leadership amongst
the youth of our country”

“I'm glad to be present
here on this occasion and
remember my meetings with
Aseem Chauhan in
Mumbai and also with

Honourable

cessfully;” Ghai said.

Haryana, said,

Founder
President of Amity Education
Group, Dr. Ashok K. Chauhan,
when I started my Film
Institute, Whistling Woods.
He has been my first Guru and
mentor for starting this insti-
tute. It is only by following his
principles that I could estab-
lish Whistling Woods suc-

Dr Aseem Chauhan,
Chancellor, Amity University,

Conference aimed at bringing
the start-ups,
Entrepreneurship aspirants,
SMEs, Incubates,
Academicians, Researchers,
Bankers, Venture Capitalists,
Accelerators, Investors,
Financial Experts, Corporate
Leaders etc., from varied
fields, on a common platform
to promote Entrepreneurship
& Innovation and exchange of
best Business Practices,

“The Trends, etc.

PNS B AMARAVATI

The first International Conference on
Advances in Mechanical Engineering &
Material Science (ICAMEMS) was held vir-
tually at VIT AP University, Amaravati from
January 22 to 24, 2022.

Chief guest S Balchandran, Executive
Chairman and CEO, Buimerc Corporation
Ltd, Dubai, UAE emphasised the role of
mechanical, civil and electrical engineering
in building blocks of current technologies
development. The recent years of pandem-
ic has started a new era of reflection and
technologies play a vital role with the uni-

versities efforts in developing technologies
for the needs of society.

Dr Mohammad Younis, Professor,
Department of Mechanical Engineering,

Binghamton University, State University of
New York, USA motivated students to
make use of the conference to develop tech-
nologies based on the challenges the soci-
ety faced.

Dr S V Kota Reddy, Vice Chancellor,
VIT-AP highlighted the role of multidisci-
plinary research and innovation for devel-
opment of technologies with patent filing.
The participants are going to present the
research findings in the areas of materials
and mechanical engineering for the bene-
fit of the scientific community.

Dr C LV Sivakumar, Registrar, faculty,
scholars and staff were also present.
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Rohit fit to lead India against Wi

Bhuvneshwar and Ashwin, after their indifferent performance against SA in their 0-3 ODI series defeat, will come under scanner

PTI W NEW DELHI

Sharma is “fit” and ready to lead

the side against the West Indies

ina six-match white-ball series
starting February 6 with the three
ODIs in Ahmedabad. However, the
team selection meeting, which is set
to happen this week, will be an inter-
esting one as some senior players like
Bhuvneshwar Kumar and
Ravichandran Ashwin, after their
indifferent performance against
South Africa in their 0-3 ODI series
defeat, will come under the scanner.

But Rohit is ready to lead the
side after a left hamstring injury
ruled him out of the South Africa
tour. The T20 matches against the
Caribbean team are set to be held
from February 16 to 20 in Kolkata.

“Rohit is fit and available for the
series against the West Indies,” a
senior BCCI source told PTI on con-
ditions of anonymity.

“By the time, the West Indies
series starts, it will be more than
seven and half weeks of rehabilita-
tion and recuperation for Rohit.

“He is already training in

India’s white-ball captain Rohit

during this edition of the IPL.

HARDIK PANDYA’S
COMEBACK

Mumbai and is expected to be in
Bangalore for the fitness test and get
a formal okay from the National
Cricket Academy,” the source
informed.

ROHIT SET TO BE NAMED
TEST CAPTAIN TOO

It is almost certain that for the
time being, Rohit will be named the
Test captain although BCCI will be
looking at other options considering
his workload and the responsibility
that comes with leading India in two
back-to-back World Cups in 2022
and 2023.

It is understood that KL Rahuls
first stint as captain hasn't gone as per
expectations and for now, he will
have to remain an apprentice under
Rohit till he is seen to be ready to
lead the national team in near
future.

Under Rahul, India lost all four
international games in South Africa
and for men who matter in Indian
cricket, he hasn't exactly come across
as a proactive captain.

It is understood that Rahul’s per-
formance as Lucknow Super Giants
captain will be keenly monitored

Hardik Pandya has been bowl-
ing in the nets and even though it is
not clear whether he can bowl full
tilt but Venkatesh Iyers relative

ROHIT WILL BE
NAMED THE TEST
CAPTAIN ALTHOUGH
BCCI WILL BE
LOOKING AT OTHER
OPTIONS
CONSIDERING RIS
WORKLOAD
AND THE
RESPONSIBILITY
THAT COMES WITH
LEADING INDIA IN

’*‘. TWO BACK-TO-BACK

WORLD CUPS IN
2022 AND 2023

inexperience at No.6 and Rahul
Dravid’s admission that the colour-
ful Baroda man was missed, can pave
the way for his comeback against the
West Indies.

“You have to remember after the
T20 World Cup, Hardik was
dropped and not rested because of
his fitness. The selectors wanted to
send him a message after his under-
whelming show at World T20 but he
is too good a player to be kept out
for long.

“If not against West Indies, then
he will surely be back against Sri
Lanka,” the source added.

Ravindra Jadeja also seems to be
close to attaining full fitness and will
play either against West Indies or in
the next assignment against Sri
Lanka.

BUMRAH MIGHT
BE RESTED

Jasprit Bumrah’s
workload management
is paramount for this
current Indian team '
and there is a possi-
bility that he might
be rested for the six
matches.

This is after
Bumrah played
all six games in
South  Africa
which, which
included three Tests and three
50-over games, and sent down
the highest number of overs
(104.5 overs in Tests and 30 in
ODIs).

However, Bhuvneshwar,
whose form has tapered off,
might be dropped while
Ashwin might get one more
series as the South Africa
white-ball leg was his
comeback in ODIs.

The likes of Avesh /
Khan and Harshal Patel {
could once again make it
to the T20 team.

¥
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You can’t win every game, 1t’s a temporary

Focussed on

PTI W NEW DELHI

Winning Asian Games to quaiify for Paris

Olympics, youngsters will get opportunites; Sreejesh

Sreejesh is a part of the

phase for 'Team India, says Ravi Shastri

PTI B MUSCAT

Former India head coach Ravi
Shastri does not see any rea-
son to press the panic button
after the teams shocking Test
and ODI series loss to an under-
strength South Africa as he
believes it is a “temporary phase”
and the side will tide over it
soon.

In the backdrop of Virat
Kohli’s departure as captain
from all formats, India, under
stand-in skipper KL Rahul, were
blanked 0-3 in the ODIs to cap
a forgettable tour to South
Africa.

India had earlier suffered

Wanderers and Cape Town to
lose the Test series 1-2. At the
end of that series, Kohli stepped
down from captaincy in the
longest format, marking the
end of an era in Indian cricket.

“If you lose one series, you
people start criticising... You
can't win every game, there will
be wins and losses,” Shastri,
who ended his tenure after the
T20 World Cup in UAE last year,
told PTTI on the sidelines of the
ongoing Legends League
Cricket.

The ODI series defeat in
South Africa was their first after
Kohli was sacked as skipper in
the 50-over format in December

Shastri said he did not fol-
low a single ball of the South
Africa series but refused to
believe that the standard has
dropped.

down suddenly? For five years,
you have been number one side
in the world,” he asserted.
Keeping in mind the T20
World Cup in Australia in
October, India have a packed
white-ball calendar and will be
hosting West Indies, Sri Lanka
and South Africa this year.
With IPL being a 10-team
affair this time, the home season
would stretch till June before the
Indians leave for England to play
the final Test of a series that was
halted midway last year due to
a COVID-19 outbreak, followed
by three T20Is and 3 ODIs.
Shastri maintained that
there’s nothing to worry about

backs as a temporary phase.

“When you have a win ratio
of 65 per cent over the last five
years, what is there to worry
about? What is there to worry
about, our rival teams should
worry; he said.

Kohli announced his deci-
sion to quit as Test skipper a day
after the team lost 1-2. Shastri
such decisions shouldbe respect-
ed as it boils down to individual
choice.

“It’s his choice. You have to
respect his decision. There is a
time for everything. A lot of big
players in the past have left cap-
taincy when they felt they want-
ed to focus on their batting or on

back-to-back defeats in and dismissed the recent set- their cricket.

“How can the standard go

last year.

Veteran goalkeeper PR
Sreejesh on Tuesday said
the Indian men's hockey side's
main focus is qualifying for the
Paris Olympics by winning the
Asian Games this year besides
giving opportunities to young-
sters.

He said that a lot of young-
sters will be given opportuni-
ties in a hectic year for the team
in which it will compete in
marquee events like the
Commonwealth Games and
Asiad. The Tokyo Olympic
bronze medal-winning side
will begin the year with the FIH
Hockey Pro League, starting
next month.

"After every Olympics we

i

plan for next four years. So after
Tokyo we have already started
planning for the Paris
Olympics," Sreejesh said during
a virtual media interaction.
"There are a lot of changes
that are going to happen in the
team (for Paris), lot of new com-
ers are going to be added into
the core group," he added.

International Institute of Sports
Management's initiative in
which 18 of the Tokyo Olympics
and Paralympics medallist have
come together to recite the
national anthem in a video,
which was released on Monday.
Asked if it is the right time to
groom youngsters with the Paris
Olympics only two years away,
Sreejesh said with several fix-
tures line up, it will be good to
give the junior players a chance.

"Tdidn't say we will get a
lot of the youngsters straight
into the team but their addition
in the core group will give them
more opportunity. We are start-
ing this year with the Pro
League before Asian Games
and CWG."
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