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Densely-populated Mumbai,
Delhi and Kolkata are wit-

nessing a major surge in Covid-
19 cases as the country battles
the initial  phase of third wave
that threatens to infect far
more people than the previous
two phases.

Mumbai registering 8,063
of the fresh infections (27 per
cent higher than Saturday),
Delhi logged 3,191 cases, and
Kolkata recorded around  3,194
cases. India on Sunday report-
ed yet another spike in daily
Covid-19 infections with
27,553 fresh cases being logged
in the past 24 hours. Infections
have sharply risen for a fifth
consecutive day. 

As many as 22,775 new
cases were reported on
Saturday. On December 20,
2021, India had reported 5,326
Covid cases.  This has sharply
jumped to breach 27,000 cases
as on January 2, i.e. Sunday.

Up by 21 per cent cases on
Sunday, the total caseload is
now 3,48,89,132. Omicron too
followed the suit with the
nationwide tally of the hyper-
mutated variant of coronavirus
further climbing to 1,525, with
Maharashtra topping the charts
with 460 cases.  

Delhi is the second-most
contributor of the highly trans-
missible Omicron with 351
cases, followed by Gujarat
(136), Tamil Nadu (117), and
Kerala (109). Major cities like
Raigarh and Raipur across the

country have witnessed a surge
in their Covid count.

A total of 23 States and
Union Territories have report-
ed cases of the new variant,
namely Telangana, Rajasthan,
Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh,
Haryana, West Bengal, Madhya
Pradesh, Odisha, Uttarakhand,
Chandigarh, Jammu &
Kashmir, Uttar Pradesh, Goa,
Himachal Pradesh, Ladakh,

Manipur and Punjab.
Warning that the rise in

cases seen globally and India
could put “stress on health
infrastructure”, Union Health
Secretary Rajesh Bhushan  had
on Sunday wrote to the States
to create additional isolation
beds, makeshift hospitals, field
hospitals and pediatric care
units. The States have been
asked to follow up with those

in home isolation and gear up
their control rooms that would
coordinate with people requir-
ing a bed and an ambulance.

India’s total caseload of the
Covid-19 infections have
surged to 3,48,89,132, with
active cases comprising less
than 1 per cent (0.35) of the
total cases, the Ministry said.
The country reported 284
Covid-19 fatalities in the last 24

hours, taking the total death toll
to 4,81,770. This pushed the
active case tally to 1,22,801,
according to data from the
Union Health Ministry.

With 9,249 people recov-
ering from the disease in the
last 24 hours, total recoveries
climbed to 3,42,84,561. The
recovery rate currently stands
at 98.27 per cent.  

Continued on Page 2
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Aday before the launch of
countrywide exercise to

vaccinate millions of children
aged between 15 and 18 against
Covid-19 with the CoWIN
platform till Sunday evening
recording over six lakh regis-
trations, the Centre has cau-
tioned the State Governments
against mixing up of shots
with those being given to the
adult population.

Children will be given only
Covaxin, while the adult pop-
ulation of the country is being
administered Covishield and
Sputnik V besides Covaxin.
The doses will be administered
at schools, hospitals and
through special camps to begin
from January 3.

In a meeting held with the
States online, Union Health
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya
asked them to take necessary
measures, including setting up
separate vaccination centres, to
avoid mixing-up of Covid vac-
cines during administration of
shots to those in the 15-18 age

group. Data on the Cowin
dashboard showed 3,15,416
registrations for this age group
until 11.30 pm Saturday.

Mandaviya appealed to
parents to register their eligible
children. “If the children are
safe, then the future of the
country is safe,” he tweeted.

This began a week after the
Prime Minister’s announce-
ment that Covid-19 vaccination
will start January 3 for children.

“To ensure smooth imple-
mentation of the guidelines,
Mandaviya held an online

interaction with Health
Ministers and principal secre-
taries and additional chief sec-
retaries for health of States and
Union Territories (UTs). He
advised them to ensure orien-
tation of vaccinators and vac-
cination team members for
the inoculation exercise for
those in the 15-18 age group
and for identification of dedi-
cated vaccination session sites
for this category of beneficia-
ries,” said an official from the
Health Ministry.

Continued on Page 2
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Delhi registered 3,194 fresh
cases of coronavirus on

Sunday and the positivity rate
rose to 4.59 per cent. By all
accounts, this seems to be an
alarming scenario, experts feel.

The active caseload in the
city now stands at  8,397,
according to the Delhi State
Health Covid-19 bulletins.
One person succumbed to the
infection in the last 24 hours.

Addressing the media vir-
tually, Chief Minister of Delhi
Arvind Kejriwal said though
the number of daily Covid-19
cases and active cases are
increasing in the city, there is
no need to panic as those are
very mild and do not need hos-

pitalisation.
“99.78 per cent Covid beds

are vacant in Delhi hospitals
while only 0.22 per cent have
been occupied. Patients coming
to hospitals not requiring oxy-
gen support; 37,000 beds being
prepared to stay ahead of the
virus,” he said.

Kejriwal cited the data of the
Delhi State health department
and claimed that despite an
increase in the number of cases,
bed occupancy in hospitals is
even lesser than one per cent and
is very low as compared to last
year’s deadly second wave of
coronavirus in April.

“Active Covid-19 cases rose
from about 2,000 on December
29, 2021, to 6,000 on January
1, but the number of patients
in hospitals dipped during this
period. On December 29, 2021,
as many as 262 beds were
occupied while on January 1 it
was 247 only,” said Kejriwal,
adding, “On March 27 last
year, Delhi had 6,600 active
cases and 1,150 oxygen beds
were occupied. As many as 145
patients were on ventilator
compared to five now.”

“Currently, the number of
active cases in the city is 6,360,
and today (Sunday) 3,100 new
cases are expected to be report-
ed. All cases are mild and in
most of the patients don’t need
hospitalisation,” the CM said.

According to the Delhi
Government’s database, only 82
oxygen beds have been occu-
pied; most patients recovering
at home, “Only 5 patients on
the ventilator at present while
231 were on ventilators in
April 2021,” he added.
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The West Bengal
Government on Sunday

announced near-lockdown-like
curbs after corona positivity
rate leaped up to 16 per cent
and daily infections count
reached  6,153 in the State.

Kolkata accounted for
3,194 new cases, a health
department bulletin said. The
State had recorded 4,512
Covid-19 cases on Saturday,
with the metropolis alone
reporting 2,398 of them. The
bulletin said eight people died
of coronavirus on Sunday,
while nine such patients had
perished the previous day. 

A total of 19,781 people
have died of the disease so far,
according to the bulletin. West

Bengal State Chief Secretary
HK Dwivedi ordered the clo-
sure of educational institu-
tions, imposition of night cur-
few, and shutting down of all
tourists spots, gyms, salons,
swimming pools, and spas. 

The attendance in theatres,
cinema halls, and other amuse-
ment spots will be half the
capacity. Local trains, including

the metro railways, will run
with 50 per cent passengers
whereas the Government and
private offices will work with
half their total staff strength.

“In view of rising corona
cases, attendance at all gov-
ernment and private offices in
the State will be capped 
at 50 per cent. 

Continued on Page 2
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People who suspect that their
mobile phones were target-

ed using Israeli spyware
Pegasus and are willing to
cooperate with the investiga-
tion can now approach a
Supreme Court-appointed
committee probing the 
scandal. In an advertisement in
major newspapers, Justice
Raveendran panel asked the
people to contact them by
January 7. 

The Pegasus scandal had
triggered a controversy last
year and the Israeli spyware
was believed to have been used
to target Opposition politi-
cians, journalists, and
Constitutional post-holders,

among others. Among the sus-
pected victims were Rahul
Gandhi and several politicians,
including Cabinet Ministers,
industrialists Anil Ambani,
and Judges like Justice 
Arun Mishra. 

The panel has asked citi-
zens who have “reasonable
cause to suspect” that his or her
mobile phone has been com-
promised due to “specific
usage” of the NSO Group
Israel’s Pegasus software to
contact them. 

Continued on Page 2
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After outrage on social
media, the Center has

banned the controversial Bulli
Bai app. Union Information
and Technology  Minister
Ashwini Vaishnav has said
GitHub, the hosting platform,
has blocked the user and
Computer Emergency
Response Team (CERT) is
coordinating with police for
further action. 

This after Shiv Sena MP
Priyanka Chaturvedi,
Asaduddin Owaisi, and Shashi
Tharoor termed “Bull Bai” as
“communal targeting”, misog-
ynistic, and urged action.

Six months after the
derogatory “Sulli Deals” site

surfaced, the new app targeting
Muslim women by the name of
“Bulli Bai” emerged on January
1, with a number of pictures of
women including journalists,
social workers, students, and
famous personalities, accom-
panied by derogatory content.

It sparked widespread out-
rage. Both  Delhi and  Mumbai
police registered cases against
the app developer hosted on
GitHub. Taking to Twitter,
many Muslim women, on
Friday, shared screenshots of

their social media photos being
shared on GitHub, allegedly
allowing users to participate in
an ‘auction’. The uploading of
pictures on the “Bulli Bai” app
was similar to the “Sulli Deals”
upload in July last year.

Once opened, a Muslim
woman’s face was randomly
displayed as “Bulli Bai”. Muslim
women with a strong presence
on Twitter, including journal-
ists, have been singled out and
their photos uploaded.

Continued on Page 2
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Ahead of the Supreme Court
hearing in the NEET post-

graduate admissions case to be
held on January 6, the Centre
has filed an affidavit defending
its �8 lakh annual income cap
for Economically Weaker
Sections (EWS) reservation.

The apex court is hearing
petitions challenging the
Centre and Medical
Counselling Committee
(MCC) July 29 notice provid-
ing 10 per cent for the EWS cat-
egory for NEET admissions.
Counselling for NEET post-
graduate (PG) and undergrad-
uate (UG) had been stopped by
the Centre pending review of
the EWS criteria income cap

policy forced by the court. 
The Central Government

said in the affidavit filed before
the Supreme Court that it has
decided to stick to the existing
criteria of �8 lakh annual
income limit for determination
of EWS with respect to the
ongoing admissions to the
NEET postgraduate courses.
The Government informed
that an expert committee con-
stituted by the Government to
reassess the criteria suggested
that the existing criteria may be
continued for ongoing admis-
sions while the revised criteria
suggested by the committee
may be adopted from the next
admission cycle.

Continued on Page 2
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Accusing Pakistan of breach-
ing ongoing ceasefire

understanding arrived between
the Director General of
Military Operations (DGMOs)
in February 2021, the Indian
Army on Sunday claimed they
have foiled an infiltration or
BAT action by eliminating a
heavily armed intruder along
the Line of Control (LoC) in
the Keran sector of North
Kashmir’s Kupwara district.  

The Indian Army has also
asked the Pakistan Army to
take back the body of the
intruder. Interestingly, the inci-
dent was reported barely hours
after both the armies had
exchanged packets of sweets on
New Year. As per the statement,
“An infiltrator, dressed in
Pathani suit and black jacket,
was detected moving from
areas under the control of
Pakistan Army across the LoC
around 3.00 pm on 1 Jan 21”.

Detailed report on P5
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Lakhimpur Kheri: Two more
persons have been arrested in
connection with the killing of
two BJP workers and a driver
during the October 3
Lakhimpur Kheri violence.

They were held by the
Special Investigation Team
(SIT) on Saturday evening.

With this, six persons have
been arrested in connection
with FIR number 220 which
pertains to the killing of BJP
workers Shubham Bajpai and
Shyam Sundar Nishad and dri-
ver Hariom by an agitated mob
after a car ran over four farm-
ers. A journalist was also among
the eight killed in the violence.

"Those arrested on
Saturday in FIR number 220
were identified as Kawaljeet
Singh of Khairatiya village
under Tikunia police station

area and Kamaljeet Singh of
Babaura under Palia police
station," the SIT said in a state-
ment.FIR number 220 invoked
several sections of IPC includ-
ing murder (302).

The other four arrested in
this case include Vichitra Singh,
Gurvinder Singh, Ranjit Singh
and Avtar Singh. All the accused
are in jail. Violence had erupt-
ed in Lakhimpur Kheri on
October 3, 2021, when farmers
were protesting the visit of Uttar
Pradesh Deputy Chief Minister
Keshav Prasad Maurya. 

Four agitating farmers
were run over by a vehicle.
Ashish Mishra son of Union
minister of state for Home
Ajay Misra was arrested in the
case. Ajay Misra is currently the
MP from Kheri Lok Sabha
seat. PTI

Bhubaneswar: The
Meteorological Centre here on
Sunday issued a cold wave
warning for some places in
Odisha over the next two days. 

A yellow warning, pre-
dicting cold wave conditions,
has been set for Jharsuguda,
Bargarh, Sundargarh, and
Bolangir, from 8.30 am on
Monday till Wednesday morn-
ing.

The Indian Meteorological
Department (IMD) declares
cold wave if the minimum tem-
perature dips to at least 4 degrees

Celsius in the plains, or below 10
degrees Celsius with at least 4.5
notches less than normal. 

The forecast came on the
day when Kirei in Sundargarh
district recorded the lowest
minimum temperature of 7.2
degrees Celsius, followed by
Daringbadi hill station (8
degrees Celsius), and Keonjhar
(9.6 degrees Celsius). 

Bhubaneswar recorded a
minimum of 14 degrees Celsius
while it was 13.2 degrees
Celsius in Cuttack, it 
said. PTI
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The double engine
Government of Uttar

Pradesh has been consistently
taking initiatives to build a
world-class sports infrastruc-
ture and develop a sports cul-
ture in the state unlike previ-
ous Governments when mafias
and criminals played their
tournaments of illegal grabbing
of properties, forcing people to
flee the State, abandoning their
ancestral properties, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said
on Sunday.

The Prime Minister came
to Meerut from Delhi by road,
covering a distance of 75 km in
dense fog. Prior to visiting the
site of the public meeting at
Sargana, Prime Minister Modi
offered prayers at Augharnath
Temple and also paid homage
to the martyrs at Amar Jawan
Jyoti.

Modi is the first Prime
Minister to visit the
Augharnath Temple that played
a key role during the revolt of
1857. Also present with him
were UP Governor Anandiben
Patel, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath and Deputy Chief
Minister Keshav Prasad
Maurya. 

The Prime Minister also
visited the Swatantrata
Museum and interacted with
sports persons prior to address-
ing the rally.

Addressing a huge gather-
ing after laying the foundation
stone of Major Dhyan Chand
Sports University in Meerut,
the Prime Minister said that the
previous Governments were
too engrossed in their own
games to care for sports and
sports persons.

“In those days, criminals
who passed lewd comments on
girls in Meerut had no fear of
the law while daughters felt
unsafe outside their homes.
Today, the situation has
changed completely. Yogiji is
playing ‘jail-jail with crimi-
nals and mafias. Today, daugh-
ters of Meerut are going out
freely and making the country

proud in the field of sports,” the
prime minister remarked. 

He added that there had
never been a dearth of sports
talents in India and all time
great hockey player, Major
Dhyan Chand was a brilliant
example of this as despite being
under foreign rule, India could
manage to win major hockey
tournaments because of him.

“However, previous
Governments neglected sports.
Besides, there was nepotism,
corruption and lack of trans-
parency in selection of players
in almost every sport due to
which India could not achieve
what it should have in the field
of sports. We had to wait for
decades to win medals”, the
prime minister said.

According to the prime min-
ister, now talents are spotted in
remote villages under Khelo
India Khelo programme in order
to hone their skills. Stadiums,
which existed only in cities, are
also being built in villages in
order to encourage villagers to
play a sport of their choice.

He said that the Major
Dhyan Chand Sports
University with its world-class
facilities would serve as a nurs-

ery for promising talents to
blossom into perfect sports
persons, adding that Uttar
Pradesh and Uttarakhand were
very rich in terms of sporting
talents.

The Prime Minister said
that the country’s future lay in
the hands of the youth of the
country and that he was con-
fident that India would lead the
world in future.

Modi said that Meerut had
a special place in the history of
India right from the ancient
period of Indus Valley
Civilization to the Sepoy
Mutiny of 1857, India’s first war
of independence.

“It’s a cultural centre that
has cradled freedom fighters. It
is a ‘kranti nagari' and it will
become now a ‘khel nagari’
with the opening of the uni-
versity. Our goal is also to
achieve self-reliance in pro-
duction of sports items.”

Modi said that the Yogi
Government had handed over
property ownership papers to 23
lakh people in UP’s villages,
which would help the youth of
the State to get loans in order to
start businesses and other ven-
tures. He added that the UP
Government had made record
payment to the sugar cane
farmers and had also set up new
sugar mills. He said that a num-
ber of steps had been taken to
strengthen the rural economy.

Meanwhile, Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath said that the
historic performance of sports
persons in the Tokyo Olympics
and Tokyo Paralympics bore
testimony to the Central

Government’s concrete steps to
promote sports in the country.

Expressing his gratitude to
the Prime Minister for naming
the university after the great
hockey player of yesteryear,
Major Dhyan Chand, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath said
that the State Government
under the guidance of Prime
Minister Modi had taken sig-
nificant steps to promote sports
in the state.

“We are working on having
a playing field in every village.
We are also building stadiums
in villages. Besides, we have set
up Eklavya Sports Fund to
train and prepare sports per-
sons for national and interna-
tional championships,” Yogi
remarked. 

The Chief Minister said
that the State Government had
also decided to give govern-
ment jobs to those sports per-
sons who win medals at major
national and international
events. He added that the
Government would give �6
crore and �4 crore to those who
win gold and silver medals
respectively at the Olympics.

Yogi said that Meerut had
got sports items under the

One District One Product
(ODOP) scheme.

Spread over 91.38 acres, the
Major Dhyan Chand Sports
University will be built at an
estimated cost of �700 crore
and promote the Uttar Pradesh
Government’s ongoing mis-
sion to build sports culture in
the state.The sprawling campus
of the university will boast of
an indoor stadium, synthetic
running track stadium, sepa-
rate courts for basketball, hand-
ball and lawn tennis, hostels for
boys and girls with a capacity
to accommodate 1,200 stu-
dents, shopping complex, guest
house, gymnasium and a mul-
tipurpose hall among others.

The university will have a
total of 1,080 seats, including
540 each for men and women.
The proposed courses for the
university are: physical educa-
tion, health & applied sports
sciences, sports management &
technology, sports coaching,
sports journalism & mass
media & technology and
adventure sports. The univer-
sity will offer a three-year
Bachelor in Sports degree
course, besides diploma as well
as Master’s and PhD courses.
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Shivpal Singh Yadav, the
estranged uncle of

Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh
Yadav, said that no one could
come between chacha and
bhatija and he would contest
the upcoming elections togeth-
er under the leadership of
Akhilesh Yadav.

“Our aim is to defeat the
Bharatiya Janata Party, get a
clear majority and form the
next government. People have
made up their mind,” Shivpal
Yadav said.

Recently, he patched up
with his nephew Akhilesh and
decided to contest the assem-
bly polls together.

It was exactly five years
back that the family feud in the
Yadav clan made national
headlines and Shivpal Yadav

formed his own Pragatisheel
Samajwadi Party (Lohia).

Shivpal Yadav, however,
evaded the question whether he
would contest the poll on the
election symbol of Samajwadi
Party.

“More than the symbol, it
is important to contest the
elections together with
Akhilesh. We will be putting up
a united fight against the BJP.
No one should worry about our
party symbol as I am and will
continue to be a samajwadi. As
for the symbol, the decision will
soon be taken while sitting
together in Lucknow,” he said.

Shivpal Yadav said the
alliance forged by the
Samajwadi Party with small
political parties would benefit
all of them and there would be
no problem in seat sharing with
small parties.

“I have worked for decades
in the Samajwadi Party and I
know how to take everyone
along,” Shivpal Yadav claimed.

Shivpal Yadav said that the
morale of the PSPL cadre was
high and they are not disillu-
sioned over their political
future over joining hands with
the Samajwadi Party. He said
tickets would be given only to
winnable candidates. He
claimed that there was no dis-
satisfaction and all would be
suitably adjusted after the SP
led government was formed.

He said no decision had
been taken whether his son
Aditya Yadav would contest the
assembly election. He said
there was no dearth of posts for
Aditya as he was the chairman
of PCF (Pradeshik Cooperative
Federation) as well as District
Cooperative Bank, Etawah.
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From Page 1
M e a n w h i l e ,

Maharashtrapio logged 11,877
new coronavirus cases in the
last 24 hours, 29 per cent high-
er than Saturday, with Mumbai
registering 8,063 of the fresh
infections (27 per cent higher
than Saturday). The State saw
nine Covid deaths since
Saturday.

Maharashtra recorded 50
new cases of the new Omicron
variant , most of the cases (38)
have been reported from Pune.
Mumbai reported one new
Omicron case. Maharashtra’s
overall Omicron count now
stands at 510, including 328
cases from Mumbai.

The State, which has
logged the highest overall cases
in the country, has 42,024
actives cases, including 29,819
from Mumbai.Mumbai is one
of the major cities besides
Delhi that are witnessing a
massive surge in coronavirus
cases believed to be driven by
the Omicron variant.

From Page 1
All administrative meet-

ings will be conducted via vir-
tual mode,” Dwivedi said,
adding the “local trains will take
in passengers 50 percent of their
sitting strength… and local
train service (barring staff spe-
cials) will run till 7 pm only.”

While flights from the UK
have already been suspended,
the Government also ordered
10 percent RTPCR tests for the
air traffic passengers coming
from “non-risk” countries.  All
the passengers will have to
undergo a mandatory Rapid
Antigen test. Flights from Delhi
and Mumbai had been slashed

to twice a week (only on
Monday and Friday), the
Government said.

“There will be a complete
restriction on movement ---
except essential services ---
between 10 pm and 5 am,” the
Chief Secretary said adding all
large gatherings would be
restricted to 200 people. Only
50 people would be allowed in
marriage ceremonies while 20
would be allowed for funeral,
Government ordered.

The situation was so grim
that Calcutta National Medical
College ---one of the top
Government medical colleges
--- saw 48 out of 93 medical
staff getting infected, sources
said adding at least 39 of the
OPD patients were found
infected. The Government-run
Chittaranjan Sishu Seva Sadan
saw 36 medical staff getting
infected whereas 24 doctors of
R. Ahmed Dental College and
Hospital a Government facili-
ty were down with
corona.Meanwhile, the
Opposition parties like the BJP
and the Left attacked the
Government for delaying the
restrictions and allowing “for
petty political reasons” mid-
night revelry and mass gathering
on Christmas night and on New
Year Eve allowing corona graph
to skyrocket.
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From Page 1
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on

December 25, 2021, had announced that the
vaccination for the age-group 15-18 years is
scheduled to begin from Jan 3 while admin-
istration of precautionary third dose for the
vulnerable categories is to commence from
January 10, 2022. As per guidelines issued by
the Union Health Ministry “all those whose
birth year is 2007” or before, shall be eligi-
ble.

He said that over 19.81 crore balance and
unutilized COVID-19 vaccine doses are
presently available with States and Union
Territories.

Further, the Ministry informed that
more than 152.31 crore (1,52,31,16,865) vac-
cine doses have been provided to States/UTs
so far through the Government of India, free
of cost channel, and through direct State pro-
curement category.

Under the Nationwide Covid vaccination
drive, 145.44 crore vaccine doses have been
administered so far.  India’s national vacci-
nation programme has been one of the most
successful and largest vaccination pro-
grammes compared with the many devel-
oped western nations with significantly low
population base to vaccinate, the official
added.
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From Page 1
Changing the EWS criteria midway will lead to compli-

cations, opined the Committee. The Committee recom-
mended the introduction of revised EWS criteria from the
next academic year. “The Central government has decided
to accept the recommendations of the Committee including
the recommendation of applying the new criteria prospec-
tively,” said the affidavit of Central Government. 

The three-member committee headed by former Revenue
Secretary AB Pandey was constituted by the Centre after the
Supreme Court had expressed serious reservations about
whether any study was conducted at all before fixing the 8
lakh limit for determining EWS. 

The current gross annual family income limit for EWS
of 8 lakh or less may be retained. In other words, only those
families whose annual income is up to 8 lakh would be eli-
gible to get the benefit of an EWS reservation. The defini-
tion of ‘family’ and income would remain the same as those
in the OM dated January 17, 2019. EWS may, however,
exclude, irrespective of income, a person whose family has
5 acres of agricultural land and above. 

However, it concluded that making the above changes
during the ongoing admission process may result in
inevitable delay and avoidable complications.”When the exist-
ing system is ongoing since 2019, no serious prejudice would
be caused if it continues for this year as well. Changing the
criteria midway is also bound to result in a spate of litiga-
tions in various courts across the country by the people/per-
sons whose eligibility would change suddenly,” the commit-
tee’s report said.
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From Page 1
Those approaching the panel have been asked to pro-

vide “reasons as to why you believe your device may have
been infected with Pegasus malware”. They should inti-
mate whether they would be in a position to allow the
technical committee to examine the device.” the com-
mittee said. 

Such people who suspect her/his device is infected
should send an email to the panel at inquiry@pegasus-
india-investigation.in before noon of January 7. “In case
the committee feels your reasons for suspicion of the
device being infected with the malware compel a fur-
ther investigation, then the committee shall request you
to allow examination of your device,” the committee 
said. 

It also said the committee will give an acknowl-
edgement for having received the device and also make
and give the complainant a digital phone image. The col-
lection point would be in New Delhi and the mobile
phone would be delivered back on completion of the
investigation. 

The Supreme Court had constituted the expert panel
to investigate whether the Centre used the Pegasus spy-
ware to snoop on citizens, saying that the government
cannot always get a “free pass” by raising the spectre of
“national security”. 

The members of the panel were National Forensic
Sciences University’s Dean Naveen Kumar Chaudhary,
Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeetham’s Professor Prabaharan P
and IIT-Bombay Professor Ashwin Anil 
Gumaste.
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From Page 1
In a tweet late on Saturday

evening, Vaishnaw said,
“GitHub confirmed blocking
the user this morning itself.
CERT and Police authorities
are coordinating further
action”.

Indian Computer
Emergency Response Team
(CERT) is the nodal agency
that deals with cyber security
threats.He did not elaborate on
the action being taken.
Vaishnaw  tweeted: “Govt. Of
India is working with police

organisations in Delhi and
Mumbai on this 
matter”. Shiv Sena MP
Priyanka Chaturvedi on
Saturday flagged the ‘Bulli Bai’
app to Mumbai police as well
as Vaishnaw for action, includ-
ing the arrest of the culprits.
Chaturvedi had also tagged the
IT Minister, asking him to
take stern action against such
“rampant misogyny and com-
munal targeting of 
women”.Those who flagged
‘Sulli Deal’ wanted Mumbai
police, and not Delhi police, to

take cognisance of the offence
and take action. Some said they
had little faith in Delhi Police
acting against the culprits.
Delhi Police work under the
Union Home Ministry.

“Have spoken to
@CPMumbaiPolice and DCP
Crime Rashmi Karandikar ji.
They will investigate this. Have
also spoken to
@DGPMaharashtra for inter-
vention. Hoping those behind
such misogynistic and sexist
sites are apprehended,”
Chaturvedi had 
tweeted.”I have repeatedly
asked Hon. IT Minister
@AshwiniVaishnaw ji to take
stern action against such ram-
pant misogyny and communal

targeting of women through
#sullideals like platforms. A
shame that it continues to be
ignored,” Chaturvedi had
tweeted on Saturday.

On July 4, 2021, several
reports emerged about an app
named ‘Sulli Deals’ that was
created by an unidentified
group on a code hosting plat-
form -GitHub.  The app dis-
played a Muslim woman’s face
and a tagline below it that read
“Sulli deal of the day”. ‘Sulli’ is
a derogatory term used against
women. The app creators
would use the photos illegally
obtained from the women’s
social media handles and con-
vince people to take part in the
“auction”.
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New Delhi: In view of the
Covid-19 and lockdown effects,
the transport department has
granted one year extension to
rapid transit vehicles (RTVs)
that serve as an important com-
ponent of last mile connectivi-
ty in the city.

This extension will be valid
from January 1 to December
31,2022, a circular from the
transport department issued
recently, stated. Owners
and unions of mini RTV stage
carriage buses had in the last few
months made numerous
appeals to the department to
increase the validity of permits
from 10 years to 15 years.

They said these vehicles did
not move during the lockdown.

"The request of the
mini RTV stage carriage bus
owners has been considered by
the department and after taking
all factors into consideration,
mainly lockdown imposed due
to COV1D-19 pandemic being
a calamity, the Secretary-Cum-

Commissioner, Transport, is
pleased to grant approval for
one time extension of permit for
mini RTV stage carriage buses
for one year only," the document
stated. 

This extension will be sub-
ject to the condition that the
total validity of the permit will
not stretch beyond 11 years and
the vehicle must have valid cer-
tificate of fitness (COF) to ply
on the road and must fulfill all
the conditions under the Motor
Vehicles Act, 1988, it said.

The circular specifically
mentioned that the extension of
permit is "without prejudice to
any claim what so ever for
future purposes or any claim
towards the permit which has
already completed 11
years".

"The said exemption has
been granted purely keeping in
view the natural calamity faced
due to COVID-19 as an admin-
istrative policy decision," it stat-
ed. PTI

New Delhi: The Delhi Police has
registered an FIR against
unknown persons for allegedly
uploading a doctored picture of
a woman journalist on a website,
officials said on Sunday.

The journalist had lodged
an online complaint and she
shared the copy of the complaint
on Twitter.

The case was registered at
the Cyber Police station of the
southeast district on Saturday
night, the police said.

A senior police officer said
the case has been registered
under sections 509 (word, ges-
ture or act intended to insult the
modesty of a woman) and 354
A (sexual harassment and pun-
ishment for harassment) of the
Indian Penal Code on the  com-
plaint of the journalist alleging
that she is being targeted by an
unidentified group of people on
"Bulli Bai" portal.

The police said no arrests
have been made in the case so
far and a probe is underway.

According to the com-
plaint, the woman, who works
with an online news portal,
sought immediate registration of
an FIR and investigation against
an unknown set of people who
are "seeking to harass and insult
Muslim women" on social
media.

"I was shocked to find out
this morning that a website/por-
tal called bullibai.Github.Io
(since deleted) had a doctored
picture of me in an improper,
unacceptable and clearly lewd
context. This needs immediate
action, as the same is clearly
designed to harass me and other
similarly situated independent
women and journalists," the
woman said in the complaint.

"I enclose snapshots of the
said tweet directed at me here-
in as well as of other tweets. The
term 'Bulli Bai' itself seems dis-
respectful and the content of this
w e b s i t e / p o r t a l
(bullibai.Github.Io) is clearly
aimed at insulting Muslim

women as the derogatory term
'Bulli' is used exclusively for
Muslim women and the entire
website seems to have been
designed with the intent of
embarrassing and insulting
Muslim women," she added.

Responding on Twitter,
the Delhi Police said taking
cognizance of the matter, offi-
cials concerned have been
directed to take appropriate
action.

Earlier in July, a case was
registered by the Cyber Cell of
the Delhi Police after it received
a complaint about an unidenti-
fied group uploading photos of
Muslim women on an app.
Delhi Police PRO Chinmoy
Biswal had said, "Acting on a
complaint received on the
National Cybercrime Reporting
Portal regarding 'Sulli Deals'
mobile application, a case under
section 354-A of the Indian
Penal Code has been registered
on Wednesday and investigation
taken up." PTI

Gurugram: A Gurugram court lambast-
ed a station house officer (SHO) of a city
police station who was appeared before the
court on Sunday for replying over delay-
ing an FIR against MGF Development Ltd
alleged case of cheating and forgery
despite the court order passed on
December 30.

The SHO had requested  three days to
register an FIR against the realty firm as
the place of occurrence has not been spec-
ified mentioned by the complainant M3M
India Pvt. Ltd. and hence no FIR was reg-
istered by him. 

Meanwhile, the court again strictly
directed the SHO to submit the copy of
FIR on or before January 3 at 1 PM. and
also direct the police commissioner to
ensure compliance with the court order.

The court also observed that the
complaint placed the copy of the E-mail
forwarded by them to the commissioner
of police, Gurugram. "This shows that the
commissioner of police, Gurugram has
complete knowledge that the court has
passed an order dated December 30 but
despite that no FIR has been lodged by

SHO city, Gurugram."
In connection with the matter, M3M

India Pvt Ltd filed a complaint of Rs 88
fraud alleged against MGF on December
28.

The company had filed a petition in
the court against MGF Development Ltd,
its directors and others for cheating.

A spokesperson of MGF Development
Ltd could not be reached for comment.

The complainant stated that they had
agreed to develop a parcel of land of the
accused of residential, commercial, retail,
entertainment, mixed land use and recre-
ational project and as per a cooperation
agreement, Rs 88 crore as a security
deposit in 2016 had been paid.

The complainant alleged that the
accused persons delayed starting the
work and in December 2021, they found
that the accused had sold the land to some
other party.  “We had moved an applica-
tion for contempt proceedings against the
concerned police officers as they were not
registering an FIR despite the orders of the
court," Kuldeep Yadav, counsel for the
complainant, said.

New Delhi: Delhi's peak
power demand surged to 7,323
MW in 2021, only a shade
lower than the all-time high of
7,409 MW in 2019 but consid-
erably higher than the corre-
sponding demand of 6,341
MW in 2020, official statistics
on power demand in the
national capital reveal.

Power distribution
companies officials attribute
this demand for power in the
capital to a devastating second
wave of COVID-19 and
adverse weather conditions for
a prolonged period here.
On a day-to-day basis, Delhi
saw a rise in power demand on
227 days of 2021 compared to
similar days of 2020, implying
that on 61 per cent days of
2021, Delhi needed higher
power than what was needed in
2020.

The national capital
did not experience only cold
waves at the beginning and end
of the year but also witnessed
an intense monsoon that per-
sisted till late October. The city
recorded 1,512.4 mm of rain-
fall till December 29, the sec-
ond-highest ever. 

"It was a year of

extreme weather events and
records being broken in the
capital each month this year.
This, along with the Covid
related restrictions and their
easing had an impact on the
city's power demand," Discom
officials said.          In 2021,
Delhi's peak power demand
was higher on 227 days com-
pared to 2020, officials said,
adding this implied, in per-
centage terms,  Delhi's peak
power demand in 2021 was
higher on 61 per cent of days,
compared to the corresponding
days of 2020.          A month-
wise analysis shows that Delhi's
peak power demand in

December 2021 was higher on
58 per cent or 18 correspond-
ing days vis-a-vis those of
December 2020.          For
November 2021, it was higher
on 50 per cent days, 58 per cent
days in October, 20 per cent in
September, 68 per cent in
August, 68 per cent in July, 77
per cent June, 65 per cent in
May, 93 per cent in April, 77
per cent in March, 36 per cent
in February and 74 per cent
days in January, they said.

Delhi's peak power
demand during 2021 was 7,323
MW, 6,431 MW in 2020 and an
all-time high of 7,409 MW in
2019.            The highest peak

power demand recorded in
December 2021 was 4,685 MW
which was higher than the
4,671 MW recorded on
December 30, 2020. The peak
demand in December crossed
4,000 MW on 16 occasions
during the month, discom offi-
cials added.

Ensuring reliable sup-
ply in any season is as much the
function of proper power
arrangements as also the fore-
cast of accurate demand and a
robust distribution network,
they said.

The back-bone of BSES'
power-supply arrangements
during the winter months
includes long-term agreements
from power plants, including
Hydro and Delhi-based gas-
fuelled generating stations, said
a BSES spokesperson.

Additionally, BSES is also
receiving over 440 MW of
solar power from SECI, 250
MW of wind power, nearly 25
MW from Waste-to-Energy
generation.           It is also being
helped by over 118 MW of
roof-top solar power panels
installed in South, West, East
and Central Delhi, he 
added. PTI 

���		������� � 078�97:��

Delhi air quality deteriorat-
ed on Sunday with the

overall air quality index (AQI)
recorded 381 micrograms per
cubic on the National Ambient
Air Quality Index (NAAQI).  

According to the System of
Air Quality and Weather
Forecasting and Research
(SAFAR), a unit of the Ministry
of Earth Sciences (MoES), the
AQI indicated very poor air
quality.

“Prevailing cold wave con-
ditions in the north-west region
with moderate winds blowing
from west/northwest direction
degrade air quality. However,
maximum temperature shows
a tendency to increase slightly
for the next 2 days (3rd, 4th).
Mixing layer height continues

to be about 1.0 km. The net
effect is likely to keep AQI in
‘higher end of Very Poor’ for
the next 2 days. On 5th, AQI
may touch ‘severe’ due to a like-
ly drop in maximum temper-
ature and consequent reduction
in ventilation,” SAFAR said in

its short range air quality fore-
cast.

Meanwhile, values of
Suspended Particulate Matters
(SPMs)  - Particulate Matters
(PM) 10 and 2.5 on NAAQI
were recorded at 337 and 225
micrograms per cubic. 
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The first leg of Business
Blasters, the Aam Aadmi

Party (AAP) Government’s start-
up programme  concluded on
Sunday.

In these episodes, the coun-
try witnessed the success stories
of students from Delhi
Government schools and their
businesses. 

In the last episode students
were seen pitching business ideas
to judges, Mekin Maheshwari of
Udhyam and Shreyasi Singh of
Harappa Education, who were
accompanied by Deputy Chief
Minister of Delhi,  Manish
Sisodia.

The first team to go on the
floors was Digital Suraksha.
Members of this start-up belong
to an area where theft is common.
With Business Blasters, the team
decided to make a shutter alarm

system which not only goes off
with a siren when the shutter is
moved but also alerts the owner
with a phone call. They have aptly
called this alarm 'Chor machaye
shor'. Wowed by the ideas of the
students, the judges invested a
grand total of �1.75 lakhs in their
business with 1 lakh coming
from Maheshwari and the rest
from Singh.

Rainbow Home Industries
was the episode's second team.
This start-up, led by girls from
Delhi government schools, makes
hand-knitted products such as
bedspreads, sweaters, and pon-
chos. They actually started whilst
also hiring and training local
housewives, who now work on a
commission basis with the team
to complete the orders. The girls
not only managed to get an
investment of � 25,000 from
Maheshwari but also advanced
orders of 40 bedsheets from both

the judges. The judges also
offered support to the students to
help them connect to NGOs that
can get them more hands to
work with and sales opportuni-
ties.

The Mobility Transformers
were the third team. This start-up
created a prototype of a low-cost
motorised wheelchair in order to
provide a solution for the spe-
cially abled. They can even per-
sonalise the wheelchairs based on
the user's requirements. Hospitals
and wholesalers have already
approached this start-up for
orders! The judges were floored
by the invention of these gov-
ernment school students and
they offered an investment of
�1.75 lacs to the team with
�50,000 coming from Singh and
the rest from Maheshwari.

Eight episodes of BB saw
young entrepreneurs receive over
Rs 25 lacs in funding.

New Delhi: The Delhi University has allocated
�10 crore for its centenary celebrations and has
plans to bring out a coffee table book to mark
the occasion.

The university development fund commit-
tee, comprising former pro vice-chancellor
Professor PC Joshi and Registrar Vikas Gupta,
in its report stated that the occasion should be
commemorated in a grand way. T h e
panel has decided to allocate � 10 crore from the
fund.

"The committee noted and took on record
that the University of Delhi would be complet-
ing 100 years of glorious service to the nation
in May 2022. The university has grown from
strength to strength since its inception in the pre-
independence era in 1922. The committee
endorsed the decision of the university to com-
memorate and celebrate the occasion in a grand
way," the report said. It has been
decided to allocate "an amount of Rs 10 crore
for expenditure to be incurred on the centenary
year celebrations of the university", it said.
The recommendations of the committee were
accepted by the Executive Council, the highest
decision making body of the varsity, in its meet-
ing held on December 17.

The centenary celebrations will commence
from May 1 and the varsity has planned sever-
al events in a year-long celebration that will cul-

minate on May 1 next year. "The university
has plans to bring out a coffee table book on the
occasion which will contain old photographs
right from the time the varsity came into exis-
tence. There are also plans to felicitate its for-
mer vice-chancellors too. How the plans will pan
out will depend on the COVID-19 situation at
the time," a senior official said. I n
2011, Delhi University vice-chancellor Yogesh
Singh had said there will be constructive events
to mark the occasion.

"While celebrating the centenary year, we,
at the University of Delhi and its constituent and
affiliated colleges, forming an integral part of the
university community, may envisage pro-
grammes and constructive events which create
ample memorable moments for all of us to
rejoice not only during the centenary year but
also for the next century as well,” Singh wrote
in his New Year message on Saturday.  PTI

New Delhi: The Delhi government on Sunday sealed a wine shop in
Malviya Nagar for crowding and violation of Covid-19 guidelines, offi-
cials said here.A complaint of crowding at the wine shop was received
by the Hauz Khas sub-division of the south district magistrate's office
via Twitter on December 31, 2021.

An order issued by the executive magistrate of the Hauz Khas sub-
division on Sunday said that as per the guidelines of the Delhi Disaster
Management Authority (DDMA), restaurants and bars are allowed with
up to 50 per cent occupancy.

It said that during an inspection, it was found that shop D-73,
Malviya Nagar was "extremely crowded" and COVID-19 norms were
being grossly violated.

The order added that if any restaurant or bar is found violating Covid
guidelines, it will be sealed immediately. "Following the violation of
Covid-appropriate behaviour and to prevent it from becoming a super-
spreader for Covid, the wine shop was sealed. It will remain sealed till
further orders," a senior official said.

Stringent curbs have been put in place in Delhi as part of the Graded
Response Action Plan for COVID-19 to check the spread of the dis-
ease.

Meanwhile, Delhi BJP general secretary Harsh Malhotra said state
BJP president Adesh Gupta will lead a “chakka jam” protest at 15 loca-
tions across the city on Monday against the Delhi government's new
excise policy.

Adesh Gupta will lead the chakka jam at the Akshardham cross-
ing, MP Gautam Gambhir will be at the car bazar on Vikas Marg and
MP Ramesh Bidhuri at Dayaram Chowk. PTI

New Delhi: Under its operation
"Talash", the Delhi Police in the
north district checked for
unsolved cases of the past 20
years for a fresh effort to trace
missing people and 68 such
cases have been worked out in
the last two months, officials
said on Sunday.

The operation was started
by the north district on
November 1, 2021 and under
it, the Delhi Police claimed to
have reunited over 60 such
missing people in the last two
months from different parts of
the country, including the
national capital.

According to data, among
68 cases, 22 were related to
minors and 46 were of adults.
There were 20 men and 48
women. There were 22 cases
of kidnapping and abduction
and 46 of missing, the data said.
Most of the people were reunit-
ed from Delhi 59 followed by
Punjab four and one each from
Uttarakhand, Rajasthan,
Haryana, Noida (UP) and West
Bengal, the data showed.

"We checked the un-
worked out cases of the last 20
years for a fresh effort to trace
the missing people. We want-
ed to try one more time to trace
out and reunite the missing
person. We got to know that in
124 cases, the people were
traced and reunited, but police
were not informed about it,"
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (north) Sagar Singh
Kalsi said.

"Among 68 other cases,
the maximum were from 2021
followed by 2020 and there
were one case each of 2014 and
2015," he said. Kalsi said
there were also eight to 10 com-
plaints from other districts
received and they have also
been worked out. In
December, a 39-year-old men-
tally unstable man, who came
to Ambala in Haryana from
Bihar around eight years ago
and later reached the national
capital, was reunited with his
family, the police said.
In another case, keen to see
Delhi, especially its historic
monuments, a 12-year-old boy
cycled 26 km from his home in
Uttam Nagar to reach the Red
Fort, only to later realise that he
had forgotten his way back
home. PTI
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The Delhi Police has assured the
Delhi High Court that adequate

security would be provided to a
liquor vend and its employees,
“ingress and egress”, and no interfer-
ence would be caused in its func-
tioning by some people protesting
outside the outlet.

Demonstrations are being held
outside several liquor vends across the
city to protest against their opening
near residential areas or in vicinity of
religious places and educational insti-
tutions.  The police made the sub-
mission during the hearing on a peti-
tion by the liquor shop's owner who
sought a direction to authorities to
take adequate steps so that the busi-
ness could be run without any hin-
drance from "unlawful" protestors sit-
ting outside the shop and damaging
it. Noting the stand of the police,
Justice Rekha Palli disposed of the
petition saying no further orders are
called for."It is clarified that this
order will, however, be subject to the
continued validity of the liquor

license in favour of the petitioner," the
court said.

The Delhi government's standing
counsel Santosh Kumar Tripathi and
advocate Arun Panwar, representing
the State and Delhi Police, assured
that the concerned SHO of the area
will ensure adequate security is pro-
vided to the petitioner and its employ-
ees for ingress and egress to the liquor
vend. The counsel further
assured the court that steps will be
taken to ensure that no interference
is caused in the smooth functioning
of the liquor vend.

Petitioner Universal Distributors,
running a liquor vend at Ambe
Garden Extension, Libas Pur here,
said it has a valid liquor licence and
is seeking direction to the authorities
to provide adequate security. T h e
petitioner's counsel said they have
made various representations to the
SHO of the Samaypur Badli police
station seeking adequate security for
the petitioner and its employees for
ingress and egress to the liquor vend
but no action has been taken till
date. 
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Former Congress president
Rahul  Gandhi on Sunday

urged Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to break his
silence on China saying the
President Xi Jinping-
led country deserved
a reply.

Reacting to a
propaganda video
that showed China's
f lag hoisted in
Galwan, Rahul said that in the
valley region, only the flag of
India looks good. 

Taking to his Twitter, Rahul
urged Modi to break his silence
on the issue, adding that China
now needs a befitting retort.

With a video sent to Global
Times, China has tried to push
its propaganda against India.

"In Galwan, only India's
flag looks good. China need to
be given a reply by India, Modi
Ji please break your silence," his
tweet in Hindi.

Congress also questioned
Centre’s silence" on reports of
China renaming 15 places in
Arunachal Pradesh in their
own language and calling the

north-eastern state as South
Tibet.

“A few days back, we were
remembering India's glorious
victory in the 1971 war. Wise
and strong decisions are nec-
essary for ensuring the securi-

ty and victory of the
nation. You cannot win
with empty rhetoric,”
Rahul Gandhi said.

Congress' chief
spokesman Randeep
Singh Surjewala

described the Modi govern-
ment as "weak" and accused
Modi of remaining “silent" on
Chinese "threats" to India's
territorial integrity.

Congress spokesman
Gourav Vallabh wondered
when the Prime Minister
would "look China in the eye"
and take strong steps to counter
its Will our response be limit-
ed to banning Chinese apps,
while India-China trade cross-
es the 100-billion-dollar mark,"
Vallabh asked.

He said the government
should respond to Chinese
moves strongly and assured the
support of Congress in every
such step.
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The notion that Omicron is
a natural vaccine is a "dan-

gerous idea" spread by irre-
sponsible people who don't
take into account "long Covid"
about which very little is under-
stood, experts have said.

The Omicron variant of

Covid-19, which is said to be
much more infectious than
the other variants, is, however,
causing milder infections, less
hospitalisation and deaths
which is leading to the notion
that it can act as a natural vac-
cine. Recently, a Maharashtra
health official also claimed
that Omicron will act as a nat-
ural vaccine and may help in

Covid-19's progression towards
the endemic stage.

Noted virologist Shahid
Jameel , the former head of the
advisory group to the Indian
SARS-COV-2 Genomics
Consortia (INASACOG), said
those who advocate this don't
take into account "long Covid"
about which very little is under-
stood. "Especially in India,
where malnutrition, air pollu-
tion and diabetes are rampant,
to willingly let people be
exposed to a virus about which
you understand little is not
good science and public

health," he said, as per a news
agency.

Giridhara R Babu, the head

of Lifecourse Epidemiology at
the Public Health Foundation
of India, urged people to stay

away from this misinformation,
saying there have been deaths
and hospitalisations due to the
Omicron variant.

“Compared to vaccination,
natural infection cannot protect
the population (against death
or hospitalisation) against any
variant (Alpha, Beta, 
Gamma or Delta). Proponents
of herd immunity are saying it
again that Omicron would pro-
vide herd immunity. 
Evidence matters, not opin-
ions," he said.

Shuchin Bajaj, founder-
director, Ujala Cygnus Group

of Hospitals, cautioned about
the long term effects of the dis-
ease.

"It has been shown that it
can be seen persisting for more
than six months in various
other organs in addition to
lungs, like heart and brain and
kidneys etc, even after very
mild infections. So we don't
really know what long term
effects it can cause. We are
already seeing a lot of long
COVID patients with brain
fogging, inappropriate sinus
tachycardia," he said as per the
news agency.
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As BJP's sharp political  con-
flict with  the Trinamool

Congress goes on unabated
and the party cadre turn rest-
less, the BJP national president
JP Nadda is to visit the State on
January 9 to address the 
newly formed state executive
and to sort out internal 
differences.

The two-day tour to West
Bengal is significant  as
Municipal corporation elec-
tions in Bidhan Nagar,
Chandannagar, Asansol and
Siliguri are to be held on
January 22.

Post-Assembly elections,
TMC has poached many BJP
MLAs who have moved back to
Chief Minister Mamta
Banerjee. TMC has further
fortified itself by winning all
bypolls in the state and  there-
by sentout a message to those
who went to the BJP before
TMC's Assembly victory.

The BJP state unit has
been coping with  internal dis-
sensions over appointments
and other issues.

According to party leaders,
Nadda is visiting the state to
assure the BJP unit of full
backing by the central leader-
ship and also to set discipline
among leaders.

The BJP president would
work out a fresh political pro-
gramme with the state leaders
to counter TMC and to give a
morale booster to the party
workers who are being intim-
idated by the ruling party, they
said. 

TMC emerged as the
largest party in the recently
concluded Kolkata Municipal
Corporation  elections, gaining
victory in 134 out of a total 144
wards of the local body.

BJP  ran  second in the
polls, winning in only three
wards. Left and Congress won
two wards each.
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The Taliban has issued a set
of stringent guidelines to

rein in unruly armed cadres
and inculcate a sense of disci-
pline in their ranks. The viola-
tion of some provision of the
guidelines can lead to shooting
dead the violator or put them
behind bars.

According to the guide-
lines, shoot at sight orders
have been issued for irrespon-
sible behavior displayed by an
operative of the ruling Taliban,
firing in the air has been
banned and any operative will
not be allowed to move around
without a valid identity card,
sources said.

In addition, no Islamic slo-
gan or photograph should be
displayed on the vehicles of the
Taliban member. The Taliban
armed cadres have also been

advised against any involve-
ment in traffic accident dispute
intervention. Armed cadres
cannot check documents of cit-
izens or drivers, they said.

The Taliban members have
also been asked to refrain from
going to areas beyond their
respective jurisdiction with
guns. In case, any Taliban
member is found to be loiter-
ing in areas beyond his opera-
tional jurisdiction, he will be
jailed. Only identity cards
issued by the National
Intelligence Directorate,
Ministry of Home Affairs,
Ministry of Defence and a
national identity card will be
valid for identification of
armed cadres. Any armed per-
son without one of these iden-
tity cards will be shot dead, they
further said.

The Taliban armed cadres
have also been directed against

harassing Czech citizens or
checking their identity cards.

“The move has been dic-
tated by reports of several inci-
dents of unruly behaviour by
the armed cadres of the outfit,
denting the image of the
Taliban. The Taliban was also
compelled to issue the guide-
lines as a number of armed
cadres have been reported to be
indulging in unauthorized
house searches and extortion,
leading to lawlessness and
avoidable disenchantment
against the outfit amongst the
general public,” counter-ter-
rorism expert Dr Rituraj Mate
told The Pioneer.

Strict enforcement of the
guidelines is also aimed at estab-
lishing a semblance of gover-
nance on the ground and an
image makeover of the Taliban
in the eyes of the international
community, Dr Mate added.
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In good news for aero sports
enthusiasts in the country,

the Ministry of Civil Aviation
has come out with a draft of
National Aero Sports Policy-
2022  and sought comments
from the public  till January 31.
This  will help to promote aero
sports culture in the country.  

The new policy would
enable  Bir-Billing in Himachal
Pradesh, Gangtok in Sikkim,
Hadapsar in Maharashtra, or
Vagamon in Kerala to be
declared as ‘central zone’ for all
sports. Besides, there is a pos-
sibility that Ranikhet in
Uttarakhand, Nandi Hills in
Karnataka, Kamshet in
Maharashtra, Yelagiri in Tamil
Nadu and Shillong in
Meghalaya can also emerge as
major paragliding hubs in the
country.

This would also ensure
hassle free flying by air sports
enthusiasts without creating
any risk to national security or
safety of other manned aircraft.
This is the first time that the
ministry is planning to formu-
late a national air sports poli-
cy as well as set up an apex

body for air sports, and aims to
make India one of the top air
sports nations by 203O.

The draft policy has
included aerobatics , aero-
modeling, amateur-built and
experimental aircraft , bal-
looning, drones, gliding,  hang
gliding and paragliding, micro-
lighting and paramotoring,
skydiving and vintage aircraft.
The new draft policy came days
after a parliamentary standing
committee on transport,
tourism and culture expressed
its displeasure that the gov-
ernment was not doing enough
to encourage aero sports in the
country.

As per the draft report, the
government may consider
encouraging domestic manu-
facturing of certain high value
air sports equipment by way of
a Production-Linked Incentive
(PLI) Scheme. The incentive
may be linked to value addition
in India. The plan is to promote
air sports by making it "safe,
affordable, accessible, enjoyable
and sustainable", according to
the ministry. Domestic design,
development and manufactur-
ing of air sports equipment will
be promoted in line with the

Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyaan,
it mentioned. Under the poli-
cy, an Air Sports Federation of
India (ASFI) will be estab-
lished as the apex governing
body while associations for
each air sport will handle day
to day activities.

The policy requires all peo-
ple and entities providing air
sports services to register as
members of the respective air
sports associations. They will
also have to register the key
equipment used for air sports
with the respective air sports
association.

The draft has been pre-
pared by a committee com-
prising senior officials from the
Union government, Indian
armed forces, Aero Club of
India, National Cade Corps
and air sports experts.  The
youth of India represent the
future of air sports. Programs

aimed at  raising interest
towards air sports and a career
in air sports will be  encour-
aged. Schools, colleges and
universities will be encour-
aged to have  air sports includ-
ed in their curriculum.
Students will be encouraged to
participate in Fédération
Aéronautique Internationale (
FAI)’s international competi-
tions conducted periodically
for  children in different age
categories. Aero modelling and
drone sports will  be promot-
ed at schools and NCC.

The air sports associations
will be accountable to ASFI
with respect to the regulatory
oversight. Further, ASFI shall
represent India at FAI and
other global platforms related
to air sports.  The Fédération
Aéronautique Internationale
(FAI), headquartered in
Lausanne, Switzerland is the

world governing body for air
sports.  "The vision is to make
India one of the top air sports
nations by 2030," the ministry
said.

An airspace map of India
published on aviation regulator,
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation’s (DGCA) DigitalSky
platform, segregates the air-
space of India into red, yellow
and green zones, which will
allow air sports practitioners to
rely on this easily accessible
map for guidance. Operation in
red and yellow zones requires
permission from Central
Government and the con-
cerned Air Traffic Control
authority respectively.
Operation in green zones for
aircraft with all-up weight up
to 500 kg does not require any
permission.

A parliamentary standing
committee on transport,
tourism and culture headed by
T G Venkatesh in its recent
report, presented in Parliament
has expressed its displeasure
that the government was not
doing enough to encourage
aero sports in the country
despite the fact that there is a
tremendous potential in the
country keeping in view the
diverse scenic locales. The
report said it was "disappoint-
ed" to note that a mere token
allocation of Rs one crore was
made for the ‘development of
aero sports’. 
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WhatsApp banned
1,759,000 Indian

accounts while 602 grievance
reports were received between
November 1, 2021- to
November 30, 2021.

In its compliance report,
WhatsApp said 17,59,000
Indian accounts were banned
in November. WhatsApp also
said it has received 602 user
reports, spanning across
account support (149), ban
appeal (357), other support
(21), product support (48) and
safety (27) during November
2021.During this period, 36
accounts were "actioned" under
the ban appeal category based
on the reports received.Taking
action denotes either banning
an account or a previously
banned account being restored
as a result of the complaint.

The Facebook-owned mes-
saging platform, in its latest
report stated that more than
95% of bans are due to the
unauthorised use of automat-
ed or bulk messaging (spam).
Over 2 million Indian accounts
were banned by WhatsApp,
while 500 grievance reports
were received by the messaging
platform in October.

"WhatsApp is an industry
leader in preventing abuse,

among end-to-end encrypted
messaging services. Over the
years, we have consistently
invested in Artificial
Intelligence and other state-of-
the-art technology, data scien-
tists and experts, and in
processes, in order to keep
our users safe on our platform,"
the spokesperson said.

Previously, the Facebook-
owned company had stated
that more than 95% of bans are
due to the unauthorised use of
automated or bulk messaging
(spam).

WhatsApp explained that
"Accounts Actioned" denotes
reports where it took remedi-
al action. Also, reports may
have been reviewed but not
included as 'Actioned' for many
reasons, including the user
needing assistance to access
their account or use some fea-
tures, user-requested restora-
tion of a banned account and

the request is denied, or if the
reported account does not vio-
late the laws of India or
WhatsApp's Terms of Service.

The new IT rules —which
came into effect in May—
require large digital platforms
(with over 5 million users) to
publish compliance reports
every month, mentioning the
details of complaints received
and action taken.

Previously, WhatsApp had
emphasised that being an end-
to-end encrypted platform, it
has no visibility into the con-
tent of any messages. Besides
the behavioural signals from
accounts, it relies on available
unencrypted information,
including user reports, profile
photos, group photos and
descriptions as well as
advanced AI tools and
resources to detect and prevent
abuse on its platform, it had
said.
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As the first indigenously
designed and built aircraft

carrier INS Vikrant is under-
going rigorous sea trials prior
to its likely induction into the
Navy in August this year, Vice
President M Venkaiah Naidu
visited the ship on 
Sunday.  Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is likely to
dedicate the aircraft carrier to
the nation in August. 

The Cochin Shipyard
Limited is building this ship
and Naidu was briefed on the
uniqueness of the project and
progress of construction.  He
was also briefed about efforts
being made towards ship’s
delivery and commissioning
prior August 2022 to com-
memorate ‘Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav’.

The Vice President was
appreciative of the nation’s
capability in designing and
constructing an Aircraft
Carrier and lauded it as a shin-
ing example of our quest for
‘Atma Nirbharta’ or self-reliant
India, navy officials said here.

Underlining the need for
an aircraft carrier, they said the
Indian Navy is a formidable
resident maritime power in
the Indian Ocean Region and
the Aircraft Carrier Battle

Group remains central to its
concept of operations.

Vikrant will provide the
Indian Navy with the requisite
flexibility, mobility, reach and
combat power in pursuance of
national interests and also serve
as a strong catalyst for peace
and stability in the Indian
Ocean Region.

An Aircraft Carrier also
holds a position of strategic and
technological eminence, and is
rightly considered the pinnacle
in the domain of warship
design and construction. With
the construction of Indigenous
Aircraft Carrier, India will

enter into select band of coun-
tries having niche indigenous
capability for designing and
building of an Aircraft Carrier.
At present, India has one
Russian made aircraft carrier
INS Vikramaditya.

The Indian shipbuilding
industry has come a long way
since the 1960s with Vikrant
being the hallmark of India’s
indigenous industrial capabil-
ity. The indigenous content in
construction of the ship is
close to 76% of overall project
cost of Rs 19,341 Crores.

The ship has large number
of indigenous materials such as

steel, besides other equipment
and systems manufactured by
Indian industrial houses and
about 100 MSMEs. The indige-
nous construction of the carrier
has generated employment
opportunities not only within
the shipyard but also for many
other industries supporting
the project externally.

This has resulted in a
“plough back” effect on the
domestic economy. Close to
2,000 shipyard and 13,000 non-
yard personnel have been
employed per annum towards
construction of the aircraft
carrier.  

During the visit, Naidu
was accompanied by Governor
of Kerala Arif Mohammed
Khan, Chief of Staff Southern
Naval Command Rear Admiral
Antony George, Cochin
Shipyard Limited (CSL) chief
Madhu S Nair, and other senior
officials of Navy.

The Vice President was
briefed about the contribution
of the indigenous technologies
and capabilities during the
walk around of the carrier and
he expressed satisfaction and
appreciated the efforts of the
Indian Navy and Cochin
Shipyard towards strengthen-
ing our Indigenous warship
building capabilities. He also
expressed satisfaction at the
progress of work made so far
despite COVID related impon-
derables.

Later, Naidu visited Naval
Physical and Oceanographic
Laboratory as part of ‘Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav’ and unveiled
Dr APJ Abdul Kalam
Memorial. He also laid the
foundation stone of a Towed
Array Integration Facility and
handed over an Automated
Sonar Trainer to the Navy.
Naidu is on a three-day visit to
Kerala and arrived at Kochi
Naval airport on Sunday morn-
ing, after his tour of
Lakshadweep.  
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Prime Minister  Narendra
Modi will visit poll-bound

Manipur besides Tripura on
Tuesday to inaugurate and lay
the foundation stone of 22
Developmental Projects worth
over Rs 4800 crore in Imphal
and thereafter, to  inaugurate
the new Integrated Terminal
Building at Maharaja Bir
Bikram Airport at Agartala.

He will also launch two key
development initiatives. 

Security  has been beefed-
up in the region with the
Border Security Force enhanc-
ing its  vigil on the borders in
view of the Prime Minister’s
visit.

In Manipur, the Prime
Minister will inaugurate 13

Projects worth around Rs. 1850
crores and lay the foundation
stone of 9 projects worth
around Rs 2950 crore.

These projects relate to
road Infrastructure, Drinking
Water Supply, Health, Urban
Development, Housing,
Information Technology, Skill
Development, Art and Culture,
among others.

The Prime Minister will lay
the foundation stone of con-
struction of five National
Highway Projects to be built at
a cost of more than Rs 1700
crore. The construction of
these highways with a cumu-
lative length of more than 110
kilometres, will be a major
step to improve the road con-
nectivity of the region.

Another important infra-

structure that will enhance
seamless year-round connec-
tivity to Silchar from Imphal
and reduce traffic congestion,
is the construction of Steel
Bridge built over Barak River
on NH-37 built at a cost of over
Rs 75 crore.

In health sector, Prime
Minister will lay the foundation
stone of ‘State of the Art Cancer
Hospital’ in Imphal worth
around Rs. 160 crore on PPP
basis.

To boost the Covid related
infrastructure in the State, the

Prime Minister will inaugurate
‘200 Bedded Covid Hospital at
Kiyamgei’ which has been set
up at a cost of about Rs. 37
crore in collaboration with
DRDO.

Prime Minister will also lay
the foundation stone for con-
struction of Manipur Institute
of Performing Arts at Gurgaon,
Haryana. The idea of such a
cultural institute of Manipur in
Haryana was first mooted in
1990 but it could not material-
ize for the last many years.

The institute will be built at
a cost of more than Rs 240
crore and will promote the rich
art and culture of the state.
Further strengthening the rich
cultural heritage of the state, the
Prime Minister will inaugurate
the refurbished and renovated
Govindajee Temple at Imphal.

He will also inaugurate the
INA complex at Moirang that
will showcase the significant
role played by Indian National
Army  in India’s Independence

Movement, according  to the
Prime Minister’s  office.

To strengthen the hand-
loom industry in the State,
Prime Minister will lay the
foundation stone of two pro-
jects worth Rs. 36 crore name-
ly, ‘Mega Handloom Cluster’ at
NongpokKakching in Imphal
East District helping 17,000
workers.

In Tripura, Modi will inau-
gurate the New Integrated
Terminal Building of Maharaja
Bir Bikram (MBB) Airport
and launch key initiatives:
Mukhyamantri Tripura Gram
Samriddhi Yojana and Project
Mission 100 of Vidyajyoti
Schools.

New Integrated Terminal
Building of Maharaja Bir
Bikram Airport, built at a cost
of about Rs 450 crore, is a state
of art building spread over
30,000 square metres having
modern facilities and support-
ed by the latest IT network inte-
grated system. Eom
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Pune: A total of 10,000
Covaxin doses will be admin-
istered to teens in the 15-18 age
group in Pune city at 40 loca-
tions under the COVID-19
vaccination drive that will
begin for this segment on
Monday, an official said.

These 40 centres are spread
across the 15 wards of Pune
Municipal Corporation,
Suryakant Devkar, the civic
body's chief immunizations
officer, said on Sunday.

"Each centre will have 250
doses. Half the doses will be for
those registering online and the
rest for on spot arrivals. Mayor
Muralidhar Mohol took stock
of the situation today. 

On Monday, a symbolic
drive will take place at a local
hospital for children in the
presence of Municipal
Commissioner Vikram
Kumar," he added. PTI 

Kohima: An organisation that
works for the rights of the Naga
people globally has denounced
extension of the Armed Forces
(Special Powers) Act (AFSPA)
in Nagaland, days after the
death of 14 civilians by securi-
ty forces. 

The demand for with-
drawing the AFSPA was raised
by several quarters following
the killing of 14 civilians by
army para-commandos in
Oting area of Mon district of
the Noirth-eastern state in a
botched up operation and its
aftermath on December 4 and
5.

“The leaders of state gov-
ernments in the region, includ-
ing Nagaland, Meghalaya, and
Manipur have appealed for the
removal of AFSPA. The people
and civil society of the region
have long wanted AFSPA
repealed,” the Global Naga
Forum (GNF) said in an open
letter to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

The Centre has constitut-
ed a high-level committee to
examine the possibility of the
withdrawal of the controversial
Act from the state. However, on
December 30, the government
declared the entire Nagaland as
a "disturbed area" for six more
months under the AFSPA
while terming the state's con-
dition "disturbed and danger-
ous".

Family members of those
who were killed are still in
mourning but the "govern-
ment has taken no moral
responsibility for the murders,
nor tried to remove the cause
of the murders, Armed Forces
Special Powers Act (1958),”
GNF co-convener Prof
Rosemary Dzuvichu and sec-
retary Prof Paul Pimomo said
in the letter.

The AFSPA empowers
security forces to conduct oper-
ations and arrest anyone with-
out any prior warrant. It also
gives immunity to the forces if
they shoot someone dead.

Modi will be seen as the
prime minister who extended
AFSPA, after the Oting killings,
as a "New Year gift to the peo-
ple of Nagaland,” the GNF let-
ter claimed.

“We still believe that as
long as there's life, there's hope
for changing course for the bet-
ter in the life of individuals and
for nations,” the letter read.

Altogether 14 civilians in
Nagaland's Mon district were
killed in three consecutive
episodes of firing by security
forces, the first of which has
been claimed to be a case of
mistaken identity.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah had told the Lok
Sabha that the army had
received information on the
movement of insurgents in
Mon and '21 Para Commando'
unit had laid an ambush. “A
vehicle was signalled to stop
but it tried to speed away.
Suspecting the presence of
insurgents in the vehicle, the
security personnel opened fire,
leading to the death of six of its
eight occupants,” Shah said.

Panaji: The TMC-MGP
alliance in Goa on Sunday said
youngsters will be provided
with a credit facility up to �20
lakh sans any collateral if the
two parties are voted to power
in the Assembly elections, due
next month. 

Under the 'Yuva Shakti
Card' scheme, youths can avail
of a credit facility up to Rs 20
lakh with four per cent annual
interest. Those who will avail of
this card will not be required to
provide any collateral to the
bank as the government will
stand as guarantor for them,
said Trinamool Congress Party
(TMC) leader Yatish Naik.

TMC leaders Churchill
Alemao, Aleixo Reginaldo
Lourenco and Kiran
Kandolkar, and
Maharashtravadi Gomantak

Party (MGP) leader Sudin
Dhavalikar were present on the
occasion. 

"This scheme will be
implemented if the TMC-MGP
alliance is voted to power. This
scheme will help youngsters to
either be gainfully employed or
to start a new business,” Naik
said.

He said the new govern-
ment will tie up with financial
institutions, and the difference
between the actual interest rate
and the four per cent rate
would be borne by the gov-
ernment. 

“This credit facility will
help youth for skill-oriented
learning, launching a start-up
or upgrading business,” he said. 

Naik said that the people in
the 18-45 age group can apply,
irrespective of their annual
income, for the 'Yuva Shakti
Card'. 

According to Naik, this
scheme will put an annual
burden of Rs 350 crore to Rs
1,100 crore on the state exche-
quer, which he said is achiev-
able. PTI
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Aday after 12 pilgrims were
killed and 16 others

received injuries in the stam-
pede in the cave shrine of
Mata Vaishno devi Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha on
Sunday chaired a special meet-
ing of Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
Shrine Board (SMVDSB) at Raj
Bhavan, wherein several
important decisions were taken
to ensure safety of the pilgrims.

The Lt Governor, who is
also the Chairman of
SMVDSB, critically reviewed
the causative factors leading to
the stampede incident and the
various steps taken immedi-
ately thereafter by the man-
agement of Shrine Board.

The board was briefed by
the CEO Shrine Board that
35,000 pilgrims were allowed to
proceed for the Yatra on
December 31 and January 01 as
against the National Green
Tribunal’s cap of 50,000 a day,
keeping in view the pandemic.

Instead of sending out a
stern message and fixing the
accountability  of the erring
officials the Board appreciated
the commendable post-inci-
dent efforts of Shrine Board,
District Administration and

Police personnel towards the
quick rescue and timely shift-
ing of injured to Shrine Board’s
Hospital at Kakryal. The Board
felt that as a consequence of
these efforts, a number of lives
were saved. 

After the meeting the
Board directed the Chief
Executive Officer, Shrine Board
for taking urgent action on
diverse fronts including effec-
tive crowd management, aug-
mentation of infrastructure,
making booking of yatra 100%
through online mode; working
out plans for decongestion of
the entire track, particularly the
Bhawan area, separation of
entry and exit routes at Bhawan.

The Lt Governor also
emphasized on appropriate use

of technology and putting in
place RFID Tracking system for
effective crowd and queue
management.The Lt Governor
advised for roping in technical
experts and adopting best
crowd management practices.

The meeting was attended
by Dr. Ashok Bhan; Justice
(Retd) Permod Kohli; Maj.
Gen (Retd) S.K. Sharma; Sh
K.K. Sharma;  K.B Kachru and
Vijay Dhar- Members of Shri
Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine
Board, and  Ramesh Kumar,
Chief Executive Officer,
SMVDSB.

Dr. Arun Kumar Mehta,
Chief Secretary and Nitishwar
Kumar, Principal Secretary to
Lt Governor were special invi-
tees to the meeting.

While reviewing the status
of release of compensation
amount to the victims, the
Board decided to provide an
additional amount of Rs 5
lakhs each to the next of kin of
the pilgrims who lost their
lives in the unfortunate tragic
incident. An ex-gratia of Rs 10
lakhs was already announced
by the Lt Governor on January
01.

The Board directed the
CEO for making concerted
efforts towards early imple-
mentation of the Master Plan
for the Bhawan area in a phased
manner strictly in accordance
to the timelines and also reit-
erated for expediting con-
struction work and early com-
pletion of Durga Bhawan for

the pilgrims.
Directions were issued for

carrying out required improvi-
sations in 2nd and 3rd Phase of

Master Plan to take care of all
foreseen challenges.The Board
discussed the modalities for
suspension bridge and skywalk
for effective queue manage-
ment, besides identifying more
halting spots to cater to large
crowds at Bhawan and Katra.

The Board also consid-
ered various suggestions for
making requisite improve-
ments that can be carried out
to safeguard against similar
mishaps in future.

Discussions were also held
on exploring possibilities of
ropeway from Katra for the
aged and infirm pilgrims.

The CEO was asked to
consider resumption of the
token/group number system
that was discontinued six years
ago. The Board also directed
for early undertaking of an
exercise for critically examin-
ing the safety audit of physical
infrastructure and fire safety at
main Bhawan, shopping com-
plex and other important areas.
The Members of the Shrine
Board will monitor the imple-
mentation of directions and
works to be undertaken.

The meeting ended with
two minutes of silence, praying
for the pilgrims who lost their
lives in the stampede.
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More than a week after
President Ram Nath

Kovind paid an official visit to
Thiruvananthapuram, a con-
troversy has broken out in the
State that the First Citizen of
the Nation was humiliated by
the CPI(M)-led Kerala
Government.

The President unveiled a
statue of G N Panikkar, the
father figure of Kerala’s  Library
Movement on December
24,2021. Though he had no
official functions to attend to
after this event, he had to stay
in the Raj Bhavan for a day as
the Kerala Government devel-
oped cold feet in the eleventh
hour to award the First Citizen
with a DLitt degree.

There were two more inci-
dents allegedly because of offi-
cial apathy that cast shadows
over the Preident’s State visit.
The car of Arya Rajendran,
Mayor of Thiruvananthapuram
Corporation, created a stir as
she drove into the cavalcade of

the President in her bid to be
part of the entourage. Similarly,
no water was provided in the
rest room earmarked for the
President at the venue where he
unveiled the statue of Panikkar.   

The Pioneer was told by
sources in General
Administration Department of
the State that Governor Arif
Mohammed Khan in his capac-
ity as Chancellor of the Kerala
University had told Vice
Chancellor V P Mahadevan
Pillai that the President should
be awarded an honorary DLitt
degree. The Vice Chancellor

reportedly agreed it on the spot
but Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan and his cabinet col-
leagues shot down the plan in
the eleventh hour because of
the President’s past link with
the RSS. The CPI(M) had
declared on each and every
occasion that it can never com-
promise on its declared enmi-
ty towards the RSS.

The mix-up in connection
with the  DLitt is being used by
the BJP to put the CPI(M) gov-
ernment in a spot. Minister of
State for external affairs V
Muraleedharan charged on

Sunday that the CPI(M) humil-
iated the First Citizen who is
also the Supreme Commander
of the Armed Forces because of
his Harijan origin.

But Leader of the
Opposition V D Satheeshan is
on record blaming the Governor
for the faux pas. “The Governor
has no right to summon the Vice
Chancellor and order him to
honour anybody with honorary
degrees like DLitt. I am in the
same page with the CPI(M) over
this issue,” said the Leader of the
Opposition.

But by Sunday, more beans
seem to have spilled out of the
cupboards of the State’s higher
educational institutions when it
was revealed by at least ten stu-
dents pursuing post graduation
in  Kannur University has not
passed their graduate examina-
tions. The new charge comes at
a time when Kerala and Calicut
Universities are faced with
charges of awarding PhD
degrees to students who pla-
giarized research papers of
scholars from other universities.
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Jammu: A high-powered com-
mittee, constituted to probe the
stampede at the Mata Vaishno
Devi shrine, has appealed to the
general public to share videos,
if any, or record statements
about the incident that took
place on Saturday.

The public notice was issued
by Jammu Divisional
Commissioner Raghav Langer,
who is one of the members of
the committee constituted by
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha to probe the incident.

"It is for the information of
the general public that any per-
son who desires to furnish any
facts, statements, electronic evi-
dence etc. Regarding the inci-
dent (stampede) may share the
same," the notice read. PTI
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Amirror held towards the
Kerala society, images of

which make viewers laugh at
themselves and force them to
introspect is what Marimayam,
a comedy serial being aired by
Manorama TV channel does.
The crew describe the work as
a big laughter on small issues.
Marimayam is the trend setter
in Malayalam TV channels.  

This serial, an exception to
the run-of-the mill stuff being
beamed by other satellite chan-
nels,  occupies the prime posi-
tion in an average Malayalee’s
life and has become the numero
ono  programme in Malayalam.
It has completed more than 500
episodes and continues to
remain the best TV programme
in Malayalam television.

The script is based on
social issues faced by the State’s
population. The story line
focusses on people who fre-
quent village offices, taluk
offices, electricity board offices,

police stations, government-
run hospitals and local body
offices and how the people
manning these establishments
behave in a callous and indif-
ferent manner to the cus-
tomers. “Make life difficult to
others and that is our brief,” say
characters portraying village
officers , revenue board officials
and the likes.

Though the cast is sans of
any big or popular names from
Malayalam film industry, artists
in Marimayam have become
household names.
Sathyaseelan, Koya, Moidu.
Mandodari, Manmathan,
Seethalan, Valsala madam,
Syamala , Unni  and Sugathan
portray the average Malayali
and their small big worlds.

“There is no pre-written
scripts and dialogues. We our-
selves develop the story line
through discissions among us.
The only directive is that the
dialogues should be neat, clean
and free of anything that is
obscene,” said Pattambi

Manikantan who portrays
Sathyaseelan.

Most Malayalam serials
and all comedy shows stand out
for the stream of vituperative
dialogues and words with dou-
ble meanings, Marimayam’s
production team has not
resorted to that route in any of
its 500 episodes. “It could be
the reason why the programme
has become popular,” said
Thiruvalla based Bindu Sajiv,
an avid Marimayam watcher
though she is not yet to get
addicted to aerials.

The dilemma and help-
lessness faced by prison author-
ities who are forced to dance to
the whims and fancies of pris-
oners serving imprisonment
for goonda  activities have
been vividly portrayed in an
episode. The political masters
who rule the Department of
Home force prison officials to
function as the servants of the
goondas. The message is con-
veyed without hurting any
political parties.
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Accusing Pakistan of breach-
ing ongoing ceasefire

understanding arrived between
the Director General of
Military Operations (DGMO's)
in February 2021, the Indian
Army on Sunday claimed they
have foiled an infiltration or
BAT action  by eliminating a
heavily armed intruder along
the Line of control in the
Keran sector of North
Kashmir's Kupwara district.  

The Indian army has also
asked the Pakistan Army to
take back the body of the
intruder via 'hotline commu-
nication'.

Interestingly, the incident
was reported  barely hours
after both the armies had
exchanged packets of sweets on

the occasion of New Year 2022
on Saturday. "In a complete
breach of the ongoing ceasefire
understanding between the
two armies across the line of
control, an infiltration or BAT
action was attempted in the
Keran Sector of Kupwara dis-
trict on 01 Jan. Swift action by
the troops deployed at the Line
of Control foiled the bid and
eliminated the terrorist", the
Indian army said in a written
statement. As per the state-
ment, "an infiltrator, dressed in
Pathani suit and black jacket,
was detected moving from
areas under the control of
Pakistan Army across the Line
of Control at around 3.00 p.m
on 01 Jan 21". "Ambushes were
laid along likely routes that
could be adopted by the intrud-
er and movement was fol-

lowed  till 4.00 p.m. The
ambush was sprung at the
opportune moment and the
infiltrator eliminated. The body
of the slain infiltrator was
recovered along with one AK
47 and a large quantity of
ammunition including seven
grenades", the senior army

officer told reporters.
The intruder was later iden-

tified as Mohd Shabbir Malik, a
Pakistani national, equipped
with weapons, ammunition and
warlike stores. The incident
site,located on the Pakistani
side of the Anti Infiltration
Obstacle System, was kept

under surveillance by the Indian
Army to effectively counter any
nefarious activity by the infil-
trators or Pakistan Army.

The Indian army is car-
rying out surveillance of the
area to prevent any exploitation
of the bad weather conditions
prevailing in the area.
According to a senior Army
officer the route adopted by the
terrorist was similar to the one
adopted on 04 Apr 20 during
Op Rangadori Bhaikh in which
five terrorists were eliminated.

The Indian army has also
recovered a Pakistani National
identity card and vaccination
certificates (issued by the
Ministry of National Health
Services Regulation &
Coordination Government of
Pakistan)  identifying him as
Mohd Shabir Malik. 
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With the emerging pan-
demic crisis looming

large over Maharashtra,
Mumbai on Sunday once again
threatened to emerge as the
Covid-19 capital of India, as the
metropolis accounted for a
staggering 8063 fresh cases.

Mumbai, which had
remained second worst Covid-
19 city in the country after
Pune in the first and second
Covid-19 wave periods,
appeared to be reeling under
the third pandemic wave, given
the shocking increase in the
number of fresh cases in the
metropolis day after day dur-
ing the last one week.       

Concerned by the rapid
increase in the number of
Covid-19 infections during the
last five to six days, Mumbai
Municipal Commissioner I S
Chahal appealed to all the
home quarantined patients to
strictly abide by home quaran-

tine guidelines so as to contain
the spread of virus in Mumbai
at the earliest possible.

“Today 8063 new Covid-19
cases have been detected in
Mumbai out of which 89 per
cent were found to be totally
asymptomatic and total number
of active cases in Mumbai is
now 29819. However, out of
8063 new cases today, only 503
have been hospitalised out of
which 56 cases have been put on
oxygenated beds.  As on today
90% of hospital beds in Mumbai
are vacant,” Chahal said in a
statement issued in the evening   

“There is no reason to
panic but at the same time all
of us have to be extremely cau-
tious and exercise extreme
Covid appropriate behaviour.
Mask is mandatory in public
domain and citizens should
refrain from going to crowded
places.  All of us must join
hands to tide over this new
wave of Covid pandemic,” the
Mumbai civic chief said.

On a day when it claimed
nine lives in the state, the
Covid-19 cases rose from  9170
cases to 11,877 casxes, taking
the total number of the cases
from 66,87,991 cases to
66,99,868 cases

As 2,069 patients were dis-
charged from the hospitals
across the state after full recov-
ery, the total number of people
discharged from the hospitals
since the second week of March
last year increased from
65,10,541 to 65,12,610 cases.
The recovery rate in the state
dropped from 97.35 per cent to
97.21 per cent.

The number of “active
cases” in the state increased
32,225 cases to 42,024 cases.
The fatality rate in the state
stood static at 2.11 per cent.    

Mumbai accounted for a
maximum of 42,024 cases,
while there were 4669 active in
Thane.  There were 3274 active
cases  in Pune, followed by
Palghar (806), Raigad  (746),

Nashik (638888888),,
Ahmednagar (431), Nagpur
(322) and Satara (275).

Of the 6,92,59,618 samples
sent to various laboratories
across the state so far, 66,99,868
have tested positive (9.67 per
cent) for COVID-19 until
Friday. 

Currently, 2,43,250  people
are in home quarantine while

1,091 people are in institutional
quarantine. 

Meanwhile, the State
recorded 50 cases of Omicron,
taking the total number of
new Covid-19 variant cases to
510 cases. Of the new Omicron
cases reported on Sunday, 38
have been reported by the
Indian Institute of Science and
Research ( IISER) and 12

patients have been reported by
the National Centre for Cell
Science (NCCS).

Of the 50 omicron cases
reported in the state on Sunday,
Pune Municipal Corporation
(PMC) accounterd for 356
cases, followed by Pimprri-
Chichwad-8, Pune rural,
Sangliu – 2 each, Mumbai and
Thane one each. 

The following is the break-
up of a  total 460 Omicron
cases recorded in the state so
far, Mumbai: 328, PMC-49,
Pimpri-Chinchwad--36 Pune
rural --23, Thane MC- 12 each,
Navi Mumbai, Panvel – eighgt
each,  Kalyan Dombivli—7,
Satara, Nagpur—6 each,
Osmanabad – 5, Vasai-Virar-4,
Nanded—3, Aurangbad,
Nanded, Buldhana, Bhiwandi-
Nizampur—2 each, Ssangli-2
each,   Latur, Ahmednagar,
Akola and Kolahpur—1 each.

Of the total cases, 183
patients have been discharged
after a negative RT–PCR test.

In a related development,
the authorities said the total
number of passengers who
arrived at Mumbai, Pune and
Nagpur airports since
December 1 was 2,17,836
(31,546 from At-risk countries
and rest 1,86,190 are from
other countries), while pas-
sengers whose RT-PC tests
have been done are 47,913
(31,646 are from high-risk
countries and 16,267 are from
other countries). Similarly, RT-
PCR positive and samples sent
for genomic sequencing was
446 ( 286 are from at-risk
countries and 160 are from
other countries). 

Additionally, field surveil-
lance of all international pas-
sengers who have arrived since
1st November is underway.

“Through airport and field
surveillance, 2284 samples have
been sent for genomic sequenc-
ing. The results of 134 are
awaited so far,” the daily health
bulletin said.
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itself in several ways, including
the way the Houses of
Parliament and Assembly ses-
sions are disrupted. All this is
certainly not congenial for the
health of a vibrant democrat-
ic setup which every alert,
active and concerned Indian
aspires for. The manner
Parliament’s November-
December 2021 session suf-
fered adjournments and
expressions of bitterness, does
not harmonise well with the
global expectations from India.
The India of yore was revered
globally for its tradition of
exploring the secrets of nature
through dialogical pedagogy:
Prashna, Prati-Prashna, Pari-
Prashna! It appears our parlia-
mentarians have just decided
to ignore it. They are not will-
ing to sit together calmly, dis-
cuss the national and interna-
tional issues and take decisions
in the interest of people, the
prestige of India and its glob-
al standing. This is what they
did in the Constituent
Assembly, presided over by a
luminary of the stature of Dr
Rajendra Prasad. Who is not
familiar with the worrisome
descent into the politics of neg-
ativity? Should the Indian edu-
cation system not take respon-
sibility for its failure in equip-
ping the decision/law makers
with empathy for the weak and
poor, respect for divergent
views and ingenuity to forge a
solution from amongst con-

flicting views?
In a democracy, differ-

ences arising out of ideolog-
ical convictions deserve
respectful attention of those
in power. When it comes to
a calamity like Corona, or the
cowardly killing of 40 CRPF
jawans in Pulwama on
February 14, 2019, it was
shocking indeed to find state-
ments of certain Indian lead-
ers praised in Pakistan. Yes,
their stand was a definite
endorsement of Pakistan’s
stand. It was in sharp contrast
to the Opposition’s approach
to the Pakistani attack on
November 26, 2008, that
killed 209 innocent Indians.
One recalls the best example
of the Government,
Opposition and the entire
people coming together as in
the 1971 war. From there to
Pulwama to Balakot surgical
strike of 2019 is a story of
sharp deterioration in the
comprehension of the
Opposition’s role.

Take another case which,
though of a different dimen-
sion, has serious implica-
tions not only for the wellbe-
ing of every Indian but also
for India’s social cohesion
and religious amity. The
CAA-NRC protests caused
immense hardships to mil-
lions of people daily, led to a
violent communal clash that
killed over 50 innocent peo-
ple. It was a scar on India’s

record of social cohesion. It
was followed by the recently
concluded farmers’ agitation,
which inflicted immense
hardships on millions of daily
commuters, damaged the
livelihood of workers and
disrupted industrial activity.
Hundreds of nearby villages
suffered damages of varied
kinds to their earnings,
dwellings and routine busi-
ness. Why should Parliament
not call a special session to
ponder this unprecedented
takeover of public spaces by
agitators, ignoring even the
Supreme Court’s orders? One
is afraid it sets a bad prece-
dent. Parliament needs to sit
for extended durations to
dwell upon such national
concerns that impede the
nation’s progress.

We are told the House of
Commons has never wit-
nessed such scenes, and has
never been adjourned due to
disturbances caused by its
members. Astonishingly, it
has become a routine in our
Parliament. If an MP could
throw the rule book at the
Speaker or Chairperson, how
can a schoolteacher find any
fault with an adolescent
throwing an object to hit his
principal? Would it not be
unethical to punish him?

(The author works in 
education, social cohesion and
religious amity. The views
expressed are personal.)

������� �����	
�������������
Sir — When ‘brave’, ‘dynamic’ leaders are
seen relentlessly beating their own trum-
pet and engaging in shameless image-
building by squandering billions of State
money, there also dwells a Naveen
Patnaik; silently serving the electorate
with utmost responsibility. In this per-
spective, when Patnaik comes forward
with coffers of his not-so-prosperous
State to financially support Missionaries
of Charity; it hardly evokes surprise given
his magnanimity of heart. What the State
has failed to deliver to the poorest, mar-
ginalised and illiterate souls of the coun-
try are instead being guaranteed by
Christian missionaries with impeccable
service in the sphere of education, health
in remotest parts of India. 

When certain mandarins remain
obsessed with religious muscle-flexing
offering nothing better than “grand”
shrines and corridors; the poor helpless
receive their share of human rights and
dignity thanks to the missionaries. Yet, far
from remaining indebted to the mission-
aries rendering unfathomable service to
much deprived folks, how scandalously are
the concerned authorities according step-
motherly treatment to them by accusing
them of “conversions” and maintaining
stunned silence when they get physically
assaulted or churches vandalised.

Kajal Chatterjee | Kolkata
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Sir — As the world bid farewell to the old
year and greeted 2022 with hopes of the
year bringing to an end the harrowing
spell brought about by a tiny microbe,
Goans planned to assuage the pandem-
ic miseries by immersing themselves in
joyous festivities. When it comes to cel-
ebrating, it is said that there is no place
like Goa. And true to the aphorism, and
intent on ringing in the New Year with
grand celebrations all around, the State
hardly disappointed. It is, however, puz-
zling as to how Goa headed for a party
this festive season with the Omicron vari-
ant set to spring loose anytime now. 

With the State Government having
announced a 50 per cent cap on restau-

rants and entertainment venues, the
crowds surging at several tourism hotspots
definitely made things difficult for the
administration. The very fact that the
Sawant administration has shied away
from imposing any serious curbs on the
events which were lined up to ring in the
New Year more than explicitly explains the
reluctance of the ruling dispensation to
disturb a bustling hospitality sector. One
is vexed by the attitude of the Government
in flirting around with the rigidness of the
safety protocols according to its whimsi-
cal wants and needs.

Pachu Menon | Margao

�������������������������������
Sir — Whenever there occurs a major
clash of opinion in a particular religion,
a new denomination is formed with a
leader and some followers. However, the
basic tenets of the severed group retain
the same of the original faith. Albeit, cor-
ruption/nepotism, fiscal irregularities etc
are the vital causes for such clefts. As the
three Abrahamic religions viz Judaism,
Christianity and Islam have originated
from the Gulf region, there are certain

commonalities among these faiths.
Wearing of burqa by women is a unique
Arabic culture and hence a mandatory
religious obligation is equivocal. 

Similarly, the custom of early marriage
of girls is an apparent custom of Arabs and
this ritual is totally inherited by Muslims.
In a secular democracy, religious tenets
cannot eclipse secular clauses of the
Constitution for crucial reasons. Apart
from, a democratically elected
Government is bound to exercise its
absolute power conferred under the
Constitution against any religious gang or
institution to protect the broad interest of
the country. All these restrictions/mea-
sures are exclusively intended to safeguard
the country from religious extremists.
Nevertheless, all religious denominations
invariably retain the basic characteristics
of the original principles, with nominal
changes. Incidentally, Christianity has
more than 45,000 denominations appar-
ently for the reasons stated above. 

Thomas KM | Muvattupuzha
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It’s election time in five States,
and both the print and elec-
tronic media enjoy it in
many ways. Even the inter-

national media focus has shifted
to these polls, primarily because
of Uttar Pradesh and its Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath. He has
impressed even his staunch
opponents — they admit it only
in private — by ruthless action
against criminals. There could be
considerable substance in asser-
tions that not only internal oppo-
sition, but also certain external
elements would like him to be
out as his victory would herald
a death knell for the mafia, and
that would include illegal off-
shore money transactions and
devious funding to NGOs
known to use it for unacceptable
tasks. People are well aware of
several other factors why there is
so much interest all around in
Yogi. There is a flood of surveys
on the electronic media, and each
one of these claims to be most
accurate, with a wonderful
record of making right predic-
tions in the past elections. Switch
over to the next channel, and
they would be engrossed in the
‘biggest’ debate on UP elections!

Elections cast a shadow over
every important issue facing peo-
ple and the nation. And this hap-
pens rather every year, some-
where or the other. India has now
enough experience on how elec-
tions drain the nation’s time,
energy and resources, and
impede developmental plans and
programmes. There is a time-test-
ed alternative: All elections are
held simultaneously after five
years. It is unfortunate that this
is being opposed for narrow
political aspirations. It was expe-
dient on the part of media and an
ideologically unconstrained civil
society to deliberate upon such
issues in depth and detail.
Unfortunately, civil society
appears in public through media
only in the context of issuing cer-
tain statements that clearly reflect
their bias. In fact, frivolous acts
like award waapsi generate little
confidence among people as
such acts are a mere manifesta-
tion of negativity that emerges out
of the frustration generated when
certain individuals lament the loss
of being in the driver’s seat.

This negativity manifests
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Stories from many ancient cultures
have described events like a great del-
uge which rinses out the continents
and readies them for a fresh recipe

of life. This time it's a rapidly melting polar
icecap. Seas rising to submerge some
island groups and affecting many coastal
cities too. In those ancient sagas, a part of
humanity gets rescued by a leader or a
prince in a sizeable boat. This time around,
it could well have to be a fleet of spacecraft.

As fears of a large catastrophe rise on
Earth, the questions would be about
whether a global disaster preparedness
team can do something to mitigate its
impact and save even 75 crore people,
which is about 10% of the current world
population and be able to nourish them and
rebuild civilisation and restore it techno-
logically, socially, and psychologically. 

Let's also consider that about five lakh
people (considering a 25-year horizon, this
number could be at least tenfold if you add
twenty more years) will manage to leave on
space shuttles and similar long-distance
transport towards nearby satellites or
asteroids on which some habitation may be
managed. 

Now if you had the money and are
rather good at packing your family's trav-
el cases, which of these options would you
pick? Which seems to you to be a better bet
or the more appealing proposition?

On the one hand, a familiar topogra-
phy, a sky whose clouds and colours are
usually reassuring and in which familiar
birds and a few airplanes fly. Ponds, wells,
and reservoirs of water. On the other, an
escape far from the disastrous effects of an
asteroid hit, nuclear blasts, submergence of
many vast plains, overcrowding, food
scarcity and social disintegration. Away and
away into a challenging situation of inno-
vation and adaptation. The further way for-
ward from an outbound flight or on a near-
by surface in our solar system will surely
emerge under pressure. We will hope! 

The idea of getting elevated into a bet-
ter location in space also appeals to those
who note with concern that the countries
which show 2.5% annual growth (nearly the
average for the African continent) or
higher in their population are also known
for backwardness and strife while the most
advanced ones have less than 0.5% popu-
lation growth or even are in the negative.
As the pressure mounts, at least the elite
may crave for a celestial sanctuary from the
rabble! It may all be an evolutionary push
towards space travel to increase humani-
ty's migration opportunities.

Given the promising signs of success
during the past year on the Space frontier,
this could be a good time to give your mea-
surements for a space suit, and even put
aside Rs.5.5 lakhs for a family member to
gain some 'no gravity' experience in a flight.
Pay up about Rs.25 lakh and you can even
go on an orbit trip (like Frank Borman in
1968 on the Apollo 8) around the moon -
which surely redefines the concept of a hon-
eymoon cruise. 
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Flight operators also expect
that a trip to Mars could cost as lit-
tle as �7.5 lakh as economies of scale
start to kick in. Also, on the accom-
modation front, for those who
want to experience a space holiday
before considering a shift of resi-
dence outside Earth, a 12-day orbit-
ing hotel stay package is already on
offer. 

It's going to be several more
decades before any of this is going
to really get middle-class where we
will have our season tickets, and
carry our own theplas and khakhras
or our amla pickle on board
though. On the other hand, the
clear and present dangers on Earth
are much closer to affecting us
drastically and push us to deal with
them collectively. 

A great recent lesson in crisis
tackling has come our way through
a global pandemic. Civic leaders
have had to take firm and swift
decisions and issue strict directives.
There has been compliance to a
very great extent despite the mur-
murs, conspiracy theories and a few
claims made for quack remedies. If
only ecological perils such as air
pollution, toxicity in water, soil
damage from pesticide, emissions,
deforestation etc. could be attend-
ed to with similar alacrity the
country would have much less
vulnerability to threats developing
from them. 

In the last few years, segregation
of waste has got implemented, odd
and even number plates, sprinkler
irrigation in gardens, cab pooling,

CNG bus services, electric bus
shuttles, solar panels, river cleaning,
some reduction in plastic bags,
energy saving fridges... a beginning
does seem to have been made, but
a lot more is needed urgently.

More tree cover needs to be
spared from the axe and so devel-
opment plans will need to be
redrawn. Remember that shers are
the holders of the forest, and not
your corporate shareholders. The
tendency in business circles to
consider the ecological viewpoint as
a nuisance that curtails profitabil-
ity has to be replaced with a will-
ingness to be flexible, and a com-
mitment to redemptive action
wherever there is a compromise. 

In terms of upcoming opportu-
nity, given our advancement in
Space programmes, when the world
boasts of some twenty spaceports
which have regular departures and
arrivals, 2-3 of them could be
located in India.  This would mean
transit passengers to cater to, and
an opportunity for the airline sec-
tor to fly space travellers in and out
from these centres. 

The way to prepare for this new
chapter in history would include
introducing space-related courses in
university curricula — there are
many aspects to research and
design for, as it is an uncharted
arena. A lot of engineering knowl-
edge will have to be adapted for a
new context and a different set of
operating conditions. It's also an
opportunity to gear up our think-
tanks, build planetariums and labs

for the Space Race, to be ahead or
on par with the rest of the advanced
world.

Planning for the first spaceport
could give the whole thing a fillip.
Identifying a location with a sup-
port zone around it, and creating
the needed ancillary infrastructure
for it will mean that some of the
main global operators would start
taking interest in using our facili-
ties. We have only to look back at
how humble the origins of the
automobile industry were, or even
how the early days of aviation were,
to realise that we are not a whole
century away at all from regular
space travel. 

The most important break-
through that'll be required will be
that of food production outside the
Earth's atmosphere. Any sizeable
colony of terrestrials in space will
have to depend on some supplies
reaching from Earth, and the abil-
ity to solve the nutritional suste-
nance question will play a vital role
in opening up possibilities for us.
It's soon going to be time when we
think of Base Camps in space on
our moon or on another
planet/asteroid in quite the way we
operate an Antarctic station.

When we realise the scarcity of
human-habitable surfaces in this
galaxy, we become more heedful
about ecological balance! The
countdown actually begins when
and where we start to count. Both
to save our environment from fur-
ther degradation, and to reach the
next horizon.

(The writer is a creative
director, advertising facul-
ty, and an amateur episte-

mologist. The views
expressed are personal.)

The passage by the
Karnataka Assembly of
the Protection of Right

to Freedom of Religion Bill,
2021 (or Anti-Conversion Bill)
has once again brought the
contentious issue of religious
conversion to the forefront
compelling us to introspect on
the matter.

First, is the right to convert
a fundamental right enshrined
in the Constitution?

Secondly, does religious
conversion conform to our civ-
ilizational morality?

To fully evaluate an anti-
conversion bill (now in exis-
tence in eight other states), we
need to understand its histor-
ical background, test its con-
stitutional validity and analyze
its moral legitimacy.

India has a long history of
anti-conversion laws that pre-

date the rise of the BJP. In pre-
independent India several
princely states restricted reli-
gious conversions by law.

After Independence, the
Congress government in
Madhya Pradesh tasked the
Niyogi Committee headed by
Bhawani Shankar Niyogi, a
retired Chief Justice, to inves-
tigate Christian Missionary
activity. The Committee said: 

Enormous sums of foreign
money flow into the country
for missionary work, com-
prising educational, medical
and evangelist activities.
Conversions are mostly
brought about by undue influ-
ence, misrepresentation, etc.,
or in other words not by con-
viction but by inducements. 

Schools, hospitals and
orphanages are used to facili-
tate proselytization.

Tribals and 'Harijans' are
the special targets of aggressive
evangelization for the reason
that there is no adequate pro-
vision of hospitals, schools,
orphanages and other social
welfare services in the sched-
uled or specified areas.

The Committee recom-
mended that "Suitable control
on conversions brought about
through illegal means should
be imposed. If necessary
Legislative measures should be
enacted." 

This led to the enactment
of anti-conversion laws that are
now in force in eight out of
twenty-nine states; several of
these were introduced by non-
BJP governments, including
the Congress.

Article 25 of the Indian
Constitution states: "Subject to
public order, morality and
health and to the other provi-
sions of this Part, all persons
are equally entitled to freedom
of conscience and the right
freely to profess, practice and
propagate religion."

However, the right to
propagate is not co-terminus
with the right to convert. In the
case of Rev. Stainislaus vs State
of Madhya Pradesh (1977), a
Supreme Court Bench
unequivocally ruled: "It has to
be appreciated that the free-
dom of religion enshrined in

the Article (25) ……covers all
religions alike….What is free-
dom for one, is freedom for the
other, in equal measure, and
there can therefore be no such
thing as a fundamental right to
convert any person to one's
own religion."

Additionally, the apex
court invoked the 'public order'
and highlighted the focus on
'forcible conversion' to uphold
the validity of both the
Madhya Pradesh Dharma
Swatantraya Adhiniyam, 1968,
and the Orissa Freedom of
Religion Act,1967 (two of the
first anti-conversion Bills).

In short, the Constitution
does not guarantee a funda-
mental right to convert and
anti-conversion bills in gener-
al have been scrutinized and
validated by the SC.

Conversion has always

been anathema to the Hindu
mind because unlike other
religions, Hinduism has never
claimed an exclusive right to
divinity. The ability to realize
that there could be more than
one way to God has pervaded
our scriptures for centuries.
Truth is one; the wise call it by
different names is an old quote
from the Vedas. 

Mahatma Gandhi said: "I
came to the conclusion long
ago, after prayerful search and
study and discussion with as
many people as I could meet,
that all religions are true…..
and whilst I hold my own, I
should hold others as dear as
Hinduism…." 

When one is willing to
concede that all religions are
equal, the concept of conver-
sion becomes redundant.

In another message

Gandhi concludes, "It was
impossible for me to believe
that I could go to heaven or
attain salvation only by becom-
ing a Christian…." 

Gandhi's views on conver-
sion were equally blunt: "I dis-
believe in the conversion of
one person by another. My
effort should never be to
undermine another's faith but
to make him a better follower
of his own faith." 

He was even against prop-
agation: "But no propaganda
can be allowed which reviles
other religions. For that would
be negation of toleration." 

Anti-conversion bills are
therefore backed by the spiri-
tual might of the Mahatma. He
once unequivocally declared:
"If I had the power and could
legislate, I should stop all pros-
elytizing.
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(The writer is an academic
and political commentator

based in the USA. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Europe has recorded over
100 million coronavirus

cases, more than a third of all
infections worldwide, since
the start of the pandemic, an
AFP tally Saturday showed.

The continent has once
again become the pandemic's
epicentre in recent months,
and is battling an upsurge of
cases spurred on by the high-
ly transmissible Omicron
strain of the virus.

The European region,
including 52 countries and
territories from the Atlantic
coast to Azerbaijan and
Russia,  has recorded
100,074,753 infections of
Covid-19 over the past two
years, an AFP tally of official
figures showed at 1845 GMT.

That is equivalent to more
than a third of the 288,279,803
cases declared worldwide
since the outbreak of the pan-
demic in late 2019 in China.

Of the European infec-
tions, more than 4.9 million
have been reported over the
past seven days alone, with 17
out of 52 countries or territo-
ries beating their previous
record of most cases in a sin-
gle week. France alone has

recorded more than one mil-
lion new cases over the past
week, which is equivalent to
10 percent of all positive cases
it has announced since the
start of the pandemic.The
countries with the highest
ratio of infections per 100,000
inhabitants in the world were
all in Europe. Denmark scored
worst with 2,045, followed by
Cyprus with 1,969 and Ireland
with 1,964.

AFP's calculations are
based on official figures, but
some infections could have
gone undetected, for example
if patients were asymptomatic.
Covid-related deaths are how-
ever decreasing in Europe.
Europe recorded on average
3,413 coronavirus deaths a day

over the past week, a seven
percent drop from the previ-
ous week. At its worst, that
average saw 5,735 deaths a day
in January last year. 

People on the European
continent are now, on the
whole, more vaccinated than
the worldwide average. Sixty-
five percent of Europeans are
partially vaccinated, while 61
percent are fully vaccinated -
- more than 58 and 49 percent
respectively worldwide,
according to the "Our World
in Data" website. Taking into
account excess mortality
linked to Covid-19, the World
Health Organization estimates
the overall death toll world-
wide could be two to three
times higher.
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Thousands of people in the
Netherlands defied a ban

on assembling and demon-
strated Sunday against the
Dutch government’s coron-
avirus lockdown measures,
gathering on a central square
before marching toward a park
in Amsterdam. A small group
of demonstrators briefly
clashed with riot police as offi-
cers worked to clear the crowd
from Museum Square based on
an order from Amsterdam
Mayor Femke Halsema.
Reporters at the scene saw at
least one person being
detained.

The local government had
outlawed the protest, saying
police had indications some
demonstrators might be plan-
ning to attend “prepared for
violence.” The municipality
later issued an emergency
order for people to leave
square, and riot police marched
across grass to clear area, send-

ing the demonstrators into
nearby streets.Before officers
moved in, some participants
unfurled a banner that read,
“Less repression, more care”
near the Van Gogh Museum. A
group of people in white over-
alls and white masks held up
signs, including one that said:
“It’s not about a virus, it’s about
control” on one side and
“Freedom” on the other. One
person walked through crowd
carrying a “Trump 2024” flag.

There was a heavy police
presence on square and in
nearby streets. The municipal-
ity designated area as a securi-
ty risk region, giving police
authority to frisk people pre-
ventatively. After marching
through city,  demonstrators
began gathering at a western
Amsterdam park for a rally of
populist Forum for Democracy
party. The demonstration came
on same day Dutch police said
they would take action to
protest increasing demands of
their work. 

!4�����&��$��4����
�����&���&����
&������������%��

Paris: France became the
sixth country in the world to
report more than 10 million
COVID-19 infections since
the outbreak of the pandem-
ic, according to official data
published on Saturday.

French health authorities
reported 219,126 new con-
firmed cases in a 24-hour
period, the fourth day in a row
that the country has recorded
more than 200,000 cases.
France joined the United
States, India, Brazil, Britain
and Russia in having had more
than 10 million cases.

Saturday's figure was the
second highest after the
232,200 record on Friday when
French President Emmanuel
Macron warned the next few
weeks would be difficult.

In his New Year's Eve
address, Macron did not men-
tion a need for more restrictive
health measures than those
already announced, adding
that the government should
refrain from further limiting

individual freedoms. But the
government said earlier on
Saturday that from Monday
wearing masks in public spaces
would be mandatory for chil-
dren as young as six versus 11
before.

And some big cities,
including Paris and Lyon, have
re-imposed wearing of masks
in the street for everyone. The
seven-day moving average of
new cases in France, which
smoothes out daily reporting
irregularities, rose to an all-
time high of 157,651 - jump-
ing almost five-fold in a
month.

The number of people
hospitalised for COVID-19
has increased by 96 over 24
hours, standing at a more
than seven-month peak of
18,811. But that figure is still
almost half the record 33,497
reached in November
2020.The COVID-19 death
toll increased by 110 over 24
hours to 123,851, the 12th
highest globally. 
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Jerusalem: A surge of
Omicron infections could see
Israel reaching herd immunity,
the country's top health official
said on Sunday as daily cases
continued to climb. 

The highly transmissible
Omicron variant has brought a
surge in coronavirus cases
across globe. Worldwide infec-
tions have hit a record high,
with an average of just over a
million cases detected a day
between Dec. 24 and 30,
according to Reuters data.
Deaths, however, have not risen
in kind, bringing hope new
variant is less lethal. 

Until late December, Israel
managed to stave off Omicron
to some degree but with infec-
tion rates now gaining pace,
daily cases are expected to
reach record highs in coming
three weeks. This could result
in herd immunity, said direc-
tor-general of health ministry,
Nachman Ash. "The cost will
be a great many infections,"
Ash told 103FM Radio. Reuters

Israel’s military said it
launched air attacks on

Hamas positions in the Gaza
Strip, a day after rockets fired
from Gaza landed in the
Mediterranean Sea.

The Israeli military said the
attacks late on Saturday hit a
rocket manufacturing facility
and a military post for
Hamas.“As fireworks lit up the
skies to celebrate NewYear2022
around the world, a different
type of fire came from Gaza-
terrorist rocket-fire toward
Israel,” the Israel military said
in a tweet on Sunday.

“In response, we just struck
Hamas sites in Gaza, incl. a
rocket manufacturing site &
military posts used for terror-
ist activity.”

It was not clear whether the
rockets from Gaza on Saturday
were meant to hit Israel, but
Gaza-based groups often test-
fire missiles towards the sea.

Hazem Qassem, a
spokesman for Hamas, told Al
Jazeera that some of the areas
targeted by the Israel strikes
include agricultural lands.“Our
resistance will continue to per-
form its duty to defend our
people and liberate our land
and sanctities,” Qassem said.
“We will stick to our right of
resistance until achieving the
goals of our people with liber-
ation and return.” There were
no reports of casualties from
Saturday’s attack. No sirens

were sounded and Israel’s Iron
Dome rocket interception sys-
tem did not deploy, the army
said in a statement.

Apart from a single inci-
dent in September, there has
been no cross-border rocket
fire since a ceasefire ended an
11-day war between Israel and
Hamas in May.The ceasefire,
brokered by Egypt and other
mediators, has been fragile.
Hamas says Israel did not take
serious steps to ease the block-
ade it imposed on Gaza with
Egypt’s help when the group
seized control of the coastal
enclave in 2007.

More than 260
Palestinians, many of them
civilians and children, and 13
Israelis were killed in the May
assault on Gaza, during which
Israel carried out relentless air
raids across the coastal enclave,
prompting Gaza fighters to
fire rockets towards Israeli
cities. Israel keeps Gaza under
blockade, tightly restricting
movement out of the territory
that is home to two million
Palestinians. 

Egypt also maintains
restrictions on the enclave.
Both cite threats from Hamas
for the restrictions.The block-
ade restricts the movement of
goods and people in and out of
Gaza and has ravaged the ter-
ritory’s economy and harmed
the population of two million.

AGENCIES
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Union flag attached to Arc de
Triomphe in Paris on Friday to
mark start of France's six-
month presidency of the bloc
was removed on Sunday after
it drew outrage from far-right
and right-wing leaders.

Junior European Affairs
Minister Clement Beaune, who
on Friday had said flag would
remain for "several days", said
it had been taken down as
planned. "It was scheduled
that flag was to be taken down
this Sunday, we hadn't estab-
lished an exact time", Beaune
told France Inter radio.

He dismissed idea that
government gave in after far-
right leader Marine Le Pen on
Saturday said she would appeal
to France's Council of State to
remove EU flag. "The govern-
ment has been forced to
remove EU flag from Arc de
Triomphe, a beautiful patriot-
ic victory at start of 2022", Le
Pen said on Sunday. "We did-
n't back down, there was no
change of plan...I fully assume
France's destiny is in Europe,"
Beaune said.

He said Le Pen and other
leaders had got it all wrong
when they said EU flag had
supplanted French flag as lat-
ter is not permanently dis-
played on Arc de Triomphe.
French President Emmanuel
Macron, who has yet to say if
he will run for re-election in
April, defeated Le Pen in a 2017
run-off by 66%-34%. 
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Tehran, Iran: Iran has
called on the United Nations to
take formal action against the
United States for the assassi-
nation of its top general two
years ago.

Iran says Qassem
Soleimani, the then-comman-
der of the elite Quds Force of
the Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps (IRGC), was in
Iraq’s capital Baghdad on a
diplomatic mission when his
convoy was destroyed by mis-
siles fired from a US drone.

In a letter to the UN
General Assembly published
late on Saturday, the legal
department of Iran’s presiden-
tial office called for “all legal
initiatives in its power, includ-
ing issuing a resolution” to con-
demn the US government and
discourage similar moves in the
future.

The letter said US govern-
ments have, for years, dis-
played an “excessive unilater-
alism” in their actions that has
granted them the power to vio-
late international laws and
agreements.

The missive comes short-
ly ahead of the second anniver-
sary of Soleimani’s killing on
January 3.

Former US President
Donald Trump, who ordered
the killing, said at the time that
Soleimani was “the world’s top
terrorist” and “should have
been terminated long ago”.
Iraqi commander Abu Mahdi
al-Muhandis and several oth-
ers were also killed in the

attack. The UN rapporteur for
extrajudicial killing in July
2020 concluded in a report that
Soleimani’s assassination was
“unlawful” and “arbitrary” and
violated the UN charter.

Interpol notices request-
ed

Last year, Iran requested
Interpol “red notices” against
dozens of US officials, includ-
ing Trump who also had an
arrest warrant issued by an
Iraqi court.

Soleimani’s killing brought
Iran and the US to the verge of
war. The IRGC launched 12
missiles at two US bases in Iraq
in the largest ballistic missile
attack ever against the
Americans. No casualties were
reported but more than 100 US
service members were report-
ed to have suffered traumatic
brain injuries. On Sunday,
Iran’s Supreme Leader

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, who
had promised “harsh revenge”
for Soleimani, said in a speech
that the perpetrators of his
assassination will be consigned
to the “landfill of history” after
“they pay their worldly dues”.

Iranian officials are plan-
ning multiple events to mark
the second anniversary of
Soleimani’s assassination and
the missile launches against US
bases.

On Monday, an event is
being organised in the capital
Tehran, which is expected to be
attended by top government
and military officials. 

President Ebrahim Raisi
and other top figures are
expected to address the tele-
vised event. Ending a week of
ceremonies will be an exhibi-
tion of Iran’s missile capabili-
ties on Friday.In Iraq, thou-
sands gathered on Sunday to
mark Soleimani’s killing. 

AL JAZEERA
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The United States has cut
Ethiopia, Mali and Guinea

out of a duty-free trade pro-
gramme over alleged human
rights violations and recent
coups. In a statement on
Saturday, the US Trade
Representative (USTR) said it
terminated the three countries
from the African Growth and
Opportunity Act (AGOA) “due
to actions taken by each of their
governments in violation of the
AGOA Statute”.It said the US
was deeply concerned “by the
gross violations of interna-
tionally recognised human
rights being perpetrated by
the government of Ethiopia
and other parties amid the
widening conflict in northern
Ethiopia”, as well as by “the
unconstitutional change in gov-
ernments in both Guinea and
Mali”. There was no immediate
comment from the Washington

embassies of the three African
countries. The AGOA trade
legislation provides sub-
Saharan African nations with
duty-free access to the US if
they meet certain eligibility
requirements, such as elimi-
nating barriers to US trade and
investment and making
progress towards political plu-
ralism.

In 2020, 38 countries were
eligible for AGOA. in its
Saturday statement, the USTR
said Ethiopia, Mali and Guinea
may still rejoin the pact if they
met the statute’s provi-
sions.“Each country has clear
benchmarks for a pathway
toward reinstatement and the
Administration will work with
their governments to achieve
that objective,” it said. US
President Joe Biden had
announced in November that
Ethiopia would be cut off from

the duty-free trading scheme
provided under AGOA due to
alleged human rights viola-
tions in the country’s north.
The war in Ethiopia’s Tigray
region broke out in November
of 2020 amid a power struggle
between the Tigrayan leader-
ship and Prime Minister Abiy
Ahmed Abiy. Tens of thou-
sands of people have been
killed in the 13-month-long
conflict, while about 400,000
are facing famine in Tigray
alone.

The conflict has also desta-
bilised the region, sending tens
of thousands of refugees into
Sudan, pulling Ethiopian sol-
diers out of war-ravaged
Somalia and using the army
from the neighbouring nation
of Eritrea.

The US decision to sus-
pend Ethiopia’s trade benefits
threatens the country’s textile
industry, which supplies glob-
al fashion brands, and the
country’s nascent hopes of
becoming a light manufactur-
ing hub. It also piles more pres-
sure on an economy reeling
from the conflict, the coron-
avirus pandemic, and high
inflation.

Ethiopia’s Trade Ministry
said in November it was
“extremely disappointed” by
Washington’s announcement,
saying the move would reverse
economic gains and unfairly
affect and harm women and
children. AGENCIES
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Draft European Union plans
that would allow nuclear

and gas energy to remain part
of the bloc’s path to a climate-
friendly future came under
immediate criticism over the
weekend from both environ-
mentalists and some governing
political parties in EU member
nations.

In draft conclusions seen
by The Associated Press, the
EU’s executive commission
proposes a classification system
for defining what counts as an
investment in sustainable ener-
gy. Under certain conditions, it
would allow gas and nuclear
energy to be part of the mix.

The plans would have a
huge impact on nuclear-fired
economies like France and on
Germany’s gas-fueled power
plants since they might have
had to fundamentally change
their strategies.

Energy use accounts for
about three-quarters the green-
house gas emissions produced
in the EU and is thus instru-
mental to the 27-nation bloc’s
efforts to meet its commit-
ments for curbing global
warming.

The plans still need the
backing of a large majority of
the 27 member states and a
simple majority in the
European Parliament. But the
initial thrust from the EU
Commission is a key element
of the procedure for pas-
sage.“Classifying investments
in gas and nuclear power as

sustainable contradicts the
Green Deal,” the EU’s initiative
that is intended to make the
bloc climate-neutral by 2050,
said Ska Keller, the president of
the Green group in the
European Parliament.

France has asked for
nuclear power to be included in
the so-called “taxonomy” by
the end of the year, leading the
charge with several other EU
countries that operate nuclear
power plants and want to make
it eligible for green financing.

French Minister for
European Affairs Clement
Beaune said the proposal is
good on a technical level and
insisted on Sunday that the bloc
“cannot become carbon neutral
by 2050 without nuclear ener-
gy.Germany, the EU’s biggest
economy, is heading the other
way, Germany shut down half

of the six nuclear plants it still
had in operation on Friday, a
year before the country draws
the final curtain on its decades-
long use of atomic power.

Gas is a polluting fossil
fuel, but it is still considered a
bridge technology by the EU to
reach a cleaner energy future.

German Economy
Minister Robert Habeck criti-
cized the plan to classify
investments in gas and nuclear
power plants as climate-friend-
ly.

“The EU Commission’s
proposals water down the good
label for sustainability,” Habeck,
who represents the Germany’s
environmentalist Greens in the
country’s coalition govern-
ment, told German news
agency dpa. “We don’t see how
to approve the new proposals
of the EU Commission,” he

said.“In any case, it is ques-
tionable whether this green-
washing will even find accep-
tance on the financial market,”
Habeck stressed, referring to
the practice of painting invest-
ments as sustainable when they
actually are not.

In Austria, Climate
Protection Minister Leonore
Gewessler from the Greens
also sharply rejected the pro-
posed regulation, saying “the
EU Commission took a step
towards greenwashing nuclear
power and fossil gas in a night
and fog action.”

“They are harmful to the
climate and the environment
and destroy the future of our
children,” Gewessler said. The
environmental NGO
Greenpeace called the
Commission draft proposals “a
licence to greenwash.”

“Polluting companies will
be delighted to have the EU’s
seal of approval to attract cash
and keep wrecking the planet
by burning fossil gas and pro-
ducing radioactive waste, said
Greenpeace’s Magda
Stoczkiewicz.

Especially nuclear power
remains extremely controver-
sial in Europe, where many are
still vividly remember the fear
following the 1986 nuclear
accident in Chernobyl,
Ukraine. In Germany, chil-
dren weren’t allowed to play
outside anymore for months,
couldn’t go mushroom hunting
for years and the farmers had
to destroy their entire harvest
the year it happened.
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Amajor fire ripped through
South Africa’s Parliament

complex on Sunday, gutting
offices and causing some ceil-
ings in the building that hous-
es the national legislature to
collapse. As firefighters strug-
gled to tame the blaze, a dark
plume of smoke and flames
rose high into the air above the
southern city of Cape Town.

Around 70 firefighters
were still battling the fire more
than seven hours after it start-
ed in the early morning, Cape
Town’s Fire and Rescue Service
spokesman Jermaine Carelse
said. Some of them were lifted
up on a crane to spray water on
the blaze from above. No
injuries have been reported
and Parliament itself had been
closed for the holidays.

Visiting the scene, South
African President Cyril
Ramaphosa said a person was
“being held and is being ques-
tioned” by police in connection
with the blaze. “The fire is cur-
rently in the National Assembly
chambers,” Minister of Public
Works and Infrastructure
Patricia de Lille told reporters
as smoke billowed behind her
from the roof of the historic
white building with grand
entrance columns. “This is a
very sad day for democracy, for
Parliament is the home of our
democracy.”
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AHong Kong online news
site said Sunday that it

would cease operations in light
of deteriorating press freedoms,
days after police raided and
arrested seven people for sedition
at a separate pro-democracy
news outlet. Citizen News
announced its decision in a
Facebook post Sunday. It said it
would stop updating its site on
Jan. 4, and it would be shuttered
after that.“We have always loved
this land, but at present, we are
helpless as we are not only fac-
ing wind and rain, but tornadoes
and huge waves,” it said in a state-
ment.

“We have never forgotten
our original intentions, but it is
a pity that rapid changes in soci-
ety in past two years and dete-
rioration of media environment
have prevented us from achiev-
ing our ideals without worry.”
Citizen News is third news out-
let to close in recent months, fol-
lowing pro-democracy news-
paper Apple Daily and online site
Stand News.  Authorities have
moved to silent dissent in semi-
autonomous city, once known as
a hub for vibrant media outlets,
after Beijing implemented a
sweeping national security law
following massive pro-democ-
racy protests in 2019. The
impending closure of Citizen
News came days after authorities
raided Stand News and held
seven people — including editors
and former board members —
for allegedly conspiring to pub-
lish seditious material. 
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The UK government has
been making contingency

plans in case hospitals, schools
and other workplaces are hit by
major staff shortages amid-
country’s record-breaking spike
in coronavirus infections.
Public sector workplaces have
been preparing for staff
absences ranging from 10% to
25% as COVID-19 sickens
more people or forces them to
isolate, the Cabinet Office said.

The highly transmissible
omicron variant has caused
Britain’s daily new caseload to
soar over Christmas and New
Year, with a new daily high of
189,000 on Dec. 31. About 1 in
25 people in England — or
about 2 million people — had
COVID-19 in week before
Christmas, Office of National
Statistics estimated. In London,
the figure was 1 in 15.

Cabinet Office Minister
Stephen Barclay said there had
already been “significant”
absences and government was
preparing for “every eventual-
ity”.“It’s important that those
contingency plans are refreshed
and that we take measures to
mitigate those impacts,” Barclay
said. He cited increased sup-
port for virus testing in schools
and warehouses, and perhaps
better ventilation, as an exam-
ple of how to prevent disrup-
tions. Devolved authorities in
Scotland, Wales and Northern
Ireland have limited events
and social gatherings in face of
fast-spreading omicron. 
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New Delhi: The IPO rush is far from over
and the primary market will see frenetic
activity in the March 2020 quarter with
nearly two dozen companies are looking
to collectively raise nearly � 44,000 crore
through initial share-sales, merchant
bankers said.

Of the total fundraising, a large chunk
will be garnered by technology-driven
companies. This comes after 63
companies mopped up a record �1.2 lakh
crore in 2021 through initial public offer-
ings (IPOs) even as the pandemic gloom
shadowed the broader economy.

Apart from these firms, PowerGrid
InvIT (Infrastructure Investment Trust)
mopped up �7,735 crore through its IPO,
while Brookfield India Real Estate Trust
raised � 3,800 crore through REIT (Real
Estate Investment Trust).

Excessive liquidity, huge listing gains
and increased retail investor participation
spurred a persistent euphoria in the IPO
market in 2021. The firms that are
expected to raise funds through their IPOs
during the March quarter include hotel
aggregator OYO (� 8,430 crore) and sup-
ply chain company Delhivery (� 7,460

crore), the merchant bankers said.
In addition, Adani Wilmar (�4,500

crore), Emcure Pharmaceuticals (�4,000
crore), Vedant Fashions (� 2,500 crore),
Paradeep Phosphates (� 2,200 core),
Medanta (�2,000 crore) and Ixigo (�
1,800 crore) are expected to float their ini-
tial share-sales, they added.

Also, Skanray Technologies,
Healthium Medtech, and Sahajanand
Medical Technologies are likely to come
out with their IPOs during the period
under review, the merchant bankers 
said.

These firms are raising funds for
organic and inorganic growth initiatives,
debt payments and giving exits to existing
shareholders.

"Initial public listing by the compa-
nies is done to raise capital through the
public which increases the liquidity of the
share as well as helps in valuation discov-
ery," said Eklavya, founder, Recur Club.
LearnApp.Com founder and CEO Prateek
Singh said the tech companies now want
to expand globally and to do that, they will
require capital; and this capital is being
picked up through the IPO route.

Besides, anchor investors in these
companies have been waiting for an exit
to get rewarded, this exit is being offered
to the anchor investors through the IPO
route, he added.

The continued activity in the prima-
ry market comes at a time when Sebi has
decided to tighten the IPO rules to tack-
le the extreme volatility in the stock
prices on their listing day. These
measures include putting a cap on the
quantum of issue proceeds a company can
use for unidentified inorganic growth, as
well as restricting the number of shares that
can be offered by selling shareholders and
increasing the lock-up of shares subscribed
by anchor investors. Yash
Ashar, partner and head (capital markets)
at Cyril Amarchand Mangaldas, said:
"Inability to raise money for future uniden-
tifiable acquisitions would impact capital
raising plans of some unicorns, particu-
larly, where such companies may not have
any other use of capital and where exist-
ing shareholders are not keen to sell."

He added that these amendments are
mainly a reaction to several IPOs in
2021. PTI 

��� � 078�97:��

Housing sales across top seven cities rose
71 per cent year-on-year in 2021 to

2,36,530 units, but demand fell short of pre-
Covid levels by 10 per cent, according to
Anarock.  Housing sales stood at 1,38,350
units in 2020 and 2,61,358 units in the 2019
calendar year. 

Mumbai-based Anarock attributed the
rise in housing sales to very low interest
rates on home loans, pent-up demand,
surge in aspiration for home ownership, cut
in stamp duty by a few States including
Maharashtra and discounts offered by
builders. 

The fourth quarter contributed near-
ly 39 per cent to overall sales during the
last year, on festive demand and other pos-
itive factors. 

According to the Anarock annual data,
housing sales in Mumbai Metropolitan
Region (MMR) rose 72 per cent to 76,400
units in 2021 from 44,320 units in the pre-
vious year. 

Sales in Hyderabad jumped nearly
three-folds to 25,410 units last year from
8,560 units during 2020. Delhi-
NCR witnessed 73 per cent rise in sales to
40,050 units in 2021 from 23,210 units in
2020. Housing sales in Pune increased
by 53 per cent to 35,980 units in 2021 from
23,460 units in 2020. 

Bengaluru saw 33 per cent increase in
sales to 33,080 units in 2021 from 24,910
units in the previous year. Housing
sales in Chennai were up 86 per cent to
12,530 units in 2021 from  6,740 units in
2020.

In Kolkata, sales increased to 13,080
units in 2021 from 7,150 units in 2020. 
"Extrapolating on the performance in
2021, 2022 will see very satisfactory growth
as long as the coronavirus pandemic

remains in check in India," Anarock
Chairman Anuj Puri said. 

He hoped sales to reach pre-COVID
level in 2022 and noted that demand would
further consolidate towards trusted devel-
opers. 

"Input cost pressure and supply chain
issues may induce a 5-8 per cent increase
in property prices," Puri pointed out. 
On supply side, Anarock said that new
launches increased 85 per cent to 2,36,700
units across these seven cities in 2021 as
against 1,28,000 units in the previous year.  

The new launches have reached pre-
pandemic 2019 levels. In 2019,
new launches stood at 2,36,570 units. 
In the MMR market, new launches rose 88
per cent to 56,880 units in 2021 from
30,290 units in the previous year. 

New launches in Hyderabad jumped
over two-folds to 51,470 units in 2021 from
21,110 units in the previous year. 

The Delhi-NCR market saw 71 per
cent increase in fresh housing supply at
31,710 units in 2021 from 18,530 units in
2020. The new launches in Pune
went up 67 per cent to 39,870 units in 2021
as against 23,920 units in the previous year.

Bengaluru witnessed 43 per cent rise
in new home launches to 30,650 units in
2021 from 21,420 units in the previous year.

The new launches in Kolkata
jumped nearly four times to 13,750 units
in 2021 from 3,530 units in the previous
year. Chennai saw a 35 per cent
increase in new launches to 12,370 units
in 2021 as against 9,170 units in the pre-
vious year. Anarock, which is
one of the leading housing brokerage
firms in the country, had clocked an 18 per
cent growth in its revenue at around �305
crore during the 2020-21 financial year. It
is targeting �450 crore turnover during this
fiscal year. PTI 

New Delhi: Halting a declining trend of last month, jet fuel or
ATF price has been hiked by 2.75 per cent on firming interna-
tional oil prices, while cooking gas LPG rate has seen the first
decline since October.  Aviation turbine fuel (ATF) price
has been hiked by �2,039.63 per kilolitre, or 2.75 per cent, to
�76,062.04 per kl in the national Capital, according to a price
notification of state-owned fuel retailers.

The increase in rates comes on back of two rounds of price
cuts seen in December that reflected a drop in international oil
prices during the second half of November and mid-December.

Thereafter, international rates have firmed up, leading to the
hike in ATF price.

ATF price had peaked to � 80,835.04 per kl in mid-November
before it was cut on December 1 and 15 by a total of �6,812.25
per kl or 8.4 per cent.

Jet fuel prices are revised on 1st and 16th of every month
based on average price of international benchmark in the pre-
ceding fortnight. Unlike ATF, commercial LPG rates are
revised on 1st of every month after taking the average price in
the preceding month. The price of a 19-kg LPG cylin-
der, which is used in commercial establishments like hotels and
restaurants, has been accordingly cut by �102.5.

This is the first reduction since October 6. Rates had gone
up from �1,734 per 19-kg cylinder to �2101 on December 1.

However the price of LPG used in domestic kitchens remains
unchanged at � 899.50 per 14.2-kg cylinder. This rate has not
changed since October 6, prior to which it had gone up by almost
Rs 100 since July 2021.

Petrol and diesel prices too have not changed for almost two
months now. Petrol costs �95.41 a litre in Delhi and diesel comes
for � 86.67 per litre.

While the rates are to be revised on a daily basis based on
a 15-day rolling average of the benchmark international fuel,
prices have not changed since November 4, 2021 when the Union
government had cut excise duty on the two fuels.

Prices had eased from an all-time high on November 4, 2021
after the Union government had cut excise duty on petrol by �5
per litre and diesel by �10 a litre. States too cut local
sales tax or VAT on the two fuels - BJP ruled states on the same
day and some others at differing dates thereafter. But other than
these two, the basis rates have remained unchanged.

Petrol used to cost �110.04 a litre in Delhi on November 3,
2017 and diesel was priced at � 98.42 a litre. The current rate
after accounting for a cut in excise duty and VAT. PTI 

New Delhi: The Indian OTT
streaming industry is expected
to grow to USD 13-15 billion
over the next decade at a CAGR
of 22-25 per cent, according to
a joint report on media and
entertainment.

The OTT (over-the-top)
industry is constantly growing
and is one of the most compet-
itive amongst emerging markets
with over 40 players represent-
ing all types of content
providers, said the report from
industry body CII and Boston
Consulting Group (BCG).

This has been led by
"strong tailwinds" from basic
enablers being in place for dig-
ital video streaming such as
affordable high-speed mobile
internet, doubling of internet
users in the last six years,
increased adoption of digital
payments.

Moreover, it has been also
helped by India specific price
points offered by global players
here such as Netflix, Prime
Video, Disney+ offering plans in
India at 70-90 per cent cheap-
er than the US. Besides,
the OTT sector is also witness-
ing a rise in investments in
Indian original content. This has
led to growth in hours of orig-
inal content available to users.

"Strong content also help-
ing capture eyeballs outside
India," the report said, adding
Indian OTT can cater to inter-
national demand by targeting
the Indian diaspora and markets
that have language similarities.

There has been a
remarkable surge over SVOD
(subscription video on demand)
content over the last few years
and is expected to overtake
AVOD (advertising-based video
on demand), it added.
"This strong growth in the sub-
scription is due to various ini-

tiatives taken to expand the user
base through bundling and
pricing innovations, amply sup-
ported by significant invest-
ment in content," said the report
titled "Blockbuster Script for the
New Decade: Way Forward for
Indian Media and
Entertainment Industry".

The major players in the
Indian OTT industry include -
Netflix, Amazon Prime Video,
SonyLIV, Alt Balaji, Zee5 , Eros
Now and Disney Hotstar Plus.
It has been additionally helped
by a predominance of a younger
population, with 50-55 per cent
population under the age of 30,
it added. "Indian OTT has
progressed from early-stage to
scaling stage with Transitioned
from AVOD to SVOD model,
growth in disposable income to
drive subscription growth and
investing in premium and orig-
inal content,” it said.

Now, it will enter into a
mass stage, which will wit-
ness, Pay-TV cord cutting,
high SVOD penetration with
consumers subscribing to
multiple services and live
OTTs. Moreover, the
pricing of global streaming
services in India has been
made affordable to drive
adoption. The report
expects that "the growth
story will continue and accel-
erate Key drivers” such as
increased content spends,
pricing innovations and rise
of alternate formats as short-
form video". "Short-
form video grew at 150 per
cent + CAGR, driven by
Indian short-form video
players post TikTok ban," it
added. Now the OTT
players are creating content
to cater to regional demand
with a "strong focus due to
untapped market potential".

Mumbai: Non-banking finan-
cial companies (NBFCs)
showed resilience in 2021
despite the coronavirus pan-
demic woes and are expected to
witness continued momentum
in growth this year.

This year, the growth will
be driven by the uptick in the
economy, stronger balance
sheet, higher provisions and
improved capital positions of
NBFCs. On the other hand,
gross non-performing assets
(NPAs) of NBFCs are likely to
rise, following the Reserve Bank
of India's (RBI) move to tight-
en the NPA norms in
November 2021.

"Our baseline assumption
is that the worst is behind them
(NBFCs) and things will start
improving here on. We expect
NBFCs to show higher growth
and they will benefit from the
economy moving up," Crisil
Ratings Ltd Senior Director
and Deputy Chief Ratings
Officer Krishnan Sitaraman
said.  The asset under manage-
ment (AUM) of shadow bank-
ing players is expected to grow
at 6-8 per cent in the current
financial year and 8-10 per
cent in the next financial year,
Sitaraman said.

Recently, the Trends and
Progress of Banking of India in
2020-21 report released by the
RBI said, "With increased pace
of vaccinations and the broad-
ening revival of the economy,
the NBFC sector is expected to
remain buoyant." ICRA Ltd
Vice-President and Sector Head
A M Karthik said the NBFC

sector, including 
housing finance companies
(HFCs) but 
excluding infra-focussed and 
government-owned entities,
experienced a roller-coaster
trend in the past 12-18 months.

The rebound in the sec-
ond-half of FY2021 on the back
of the pent-up demand and after
relaxation of the COVID-19
lockdown supported growth
and earnings performance, he
said. Karthik also said
this fragile recovery was hin-
dered by the second wave of the
pandemic in the first quarter of
FY2022. The impact was rel-
atively limited vis-a-vis the past
fiscal, with the sector bouncing
back in the second quarter of
FY2022 in terms of disburse-
ments and AUM (asset under
management) growth, he added.

Mortgage financier
Indiabulls Housing Finance's
Deputy Managing Director
Ashwini Kumar Hooda said, "I
think 2022 will be a very good
year. Already, we have seen
that real estate (sales) has picked
up and volumes are almost 30-
50 per cent higher than the pre-
vious year." With
lower interest rates, rising
income and stable property
prices, there will be demand for
home and home loans.
"So, the growth in home loans
will be at least 15-20 per cent
during the year 2022," he said.

In the current cycle, all
home sales are backed by end-
user demand and there are no
investors in the market, he
added. PTI 

New Delhi: Nine of the top-10 most-valued firms together added
�1,11,012.63 crore in market valuation last week, with Tata
Consultancy Services and HDFC Bank emerging as the biggest
gainers. Reliance Industries Ltd was the only laggard from the
top-10 list. The valuation of Tata Consultancy Services
jumped �24,635.68 crore to reach �13,82,280.01 crore.

HDFC Bank's market valuation gained � 22,554.33 crore to
�8,20,164.27 crore. The valuation of Hindustan Unilever Ltd
zoomed�14,391.25 crore to � 5,54,444.80 crore and that of Infosys
went up by � 10,934.61 crore to �7,94,714.60 crore.

The market capitalisation (m-cap) of HDFC surged �9,641.77
crore to �4,68,480.66 crore and that of Wipro gained �9,164.13
crore to �3,92,021.38 crore.

ICICI Bank added � 8,902.89 crore taking its valua-
tion to � 5,13,973.22 crore. The valuation of Bajaj Finance
soared �7,575.11 crore to �4,21,121.74 crore and that of State Bank
of India rose �3,212.86 crore to�4,10,933.74 crore.

In contrast, Reliance Industries Ltd's valuation dipped
�2,772.49 crore to � 16,01,382.07 crore.

Reliance Industries Ltd was leading the chart of the most-
valued domestic firm, followed by Tata Consultancy Services,
HDFC Bank, Infosys, Hindustan Unilever Limited, ICICI
Bank, HDFC, Bajaj Finance, State Bank of India and Wipro.
In the past week, the benchmark gained 1,129.51 points or 1.97
per cent. PTI 

New Delhi: Eminent economist
Ashima Goyal on Sunday said
India is likely to have one of the
highest rates of growth in the
world as there are gradual moves
towards normalisation, even as
stimulus and support for vulner-
able sectors continue.

Goyal further said sticking to
the announced consolidation path
by the government in the upcom-
ing budget will give a good signal
of control and predictability.

"India has come out of a
very difficult time with good
macroeconomic parameters. It is
likely to have one of the highest
rates of growth in the world,
while inflation remains within
the tolerance band," she said.

Goyal, who is also a
mef the Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) of the RBI, in
an interview to PTI said mone-
tary-fiscal coordination has
worked well and stimulus has
been adequate but not excessive.

"There are gradual moves
towards normalisation, even as
some stimulus and support for
vulnerable sectors continues," she
said, adding that the financial
sector is healthy.

The RBI has lowered the
growth projection for the current
financial year to 9.5 per cent, while
the IMF has projected a growth of
9.5 per cent in 2021 and 8.5 per
cent in the next year.

On threat from the new
COVID-19 variant to the econo-
my, Goyal said the recovery should
be durable, with productivity
enhancing reforms and the appro-
priate policy support.

"The country is now

much better prepared to face
another wave, if it happens. In the
second wave, disruption to the
economy was lower because there
is less supply chain disruption with
localised lockdowns," she noted.

The new potentially more
contagious B.1.1.529 variant
(Omicron) was first reported to
the World Health Organisation
(WHO) from South Africa on
November 24.

Asked about going with fiscal
consolidation or continuing with
stimulus in the coming budget, the
eminent economist said "sticking
to the announced consolidation
path will give a good signal of con-
trol and predictability".

"Reforms such as more trans-
parency should continue," she
said, adding that this improves the
credibility and accuracy of the
budget figures. According to
Goyal, revenue buoyancy gives the
space to finance essential expen-
diture consistent with medium-
term consolidation on the

announced path, which already
builds in some stimulus.

She noted the improvement in
the quality of expenditure adds to
the stimulus as does using the
financial sector through war-
ranties that do not add to current
borrowing requirements.

Goyal pointed out that
improving the quality of expen-
diture implies a shift towards high
multiplier and high job creation
items such as investment, human
capacity creation, supporting vul-
nerable sections and the greening
of the economy.

On high inflation, Goyal said
high WPI reflects high import
prices, especially commodity
prices, which may not persist
beyond the winter.

"The Covid situation is mak-
ing them exceptionally volatile and
multiple shocks have occurred.
CPI inflation, however, remains
within the tolerance band and is
expected to soften next year," she
opined. PTI 
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The pandemic didn't miraculously
disappear. Though the year was
still a shaky one in so many ways,

it was a definite improvement from 2020.
The good news is — we did it! Let's take
a moment and celebrate the positive
parts of it.

As a new year begins, here are a few
quotes from some strong women entre-
preneurs on their journey and learnings
from the previous year:

Take control of your monetisation
and career growth

‘From the onset of the pandemic,
there has been a spotlight on influencer
marketing as a crucial part of the mar-
keting mix. The rapid growth of the cre-
ator ecosystem over the last few years col-
lided at light speed with the overnight
realisation of marketers everywhere
that most of their traditional mediums
were obsolete in the Covid world. The
result was not just a ‘trend’ towards influ-
encer marketing, but more of a paradigm
shift. Digital content & influencer strat-
egy is now top of mind from the very
beginning of the media planning phase
for most brands and agencies. All this has
happened at the same time when the
platform and social media ecosystem has
seen seismic shifts as well. With the exit
of Byte Dance from India, multiple India
homegrown video sharing and social
commerce platforms have seen tremen-
dous growth, and some global platforms
have also seen exponential growth like
Snapchat which recently surpassed 100
million users in India. Meanwhile,
Facebook/Instagram and
Google/YouTube continue to capture a
supermajority of all digital ad spends and
remain the most popular platforms for
content/influencer marketing cam-
paigns. The surge in demand from
brands, and the increasingly complicat-
ed platform landscape has left the cre-
ator/influencer ecosystem in need of two
things — support and organisation. The
community needs support to navigate all
the format and platform choices, to col-
laborate with other creators more reg-
ularly, and to create content — especial-

ly video content — more efficiently. The
community needs organisation to max-
imise their earnings and to amplify their
content at scale…in other words, to take
control of their own monetisation and
career growth! This is what MissMalini,
and our partners, will be spending our
time on in 2022 and beyond, and we can’t
wait to show the community what we
have in store!’

(The author, Malini Agarwal, is the
founder and creative director of

MissMalini Entertainment & Girl
Tribe.)

Focus on customer-centricity
The previous years were focussed on

customer-centricity. As we have been
consistently standing strong by our cus-
tomers and understanding their needs at
length, we have been rewarded generous-
ly in terms of sales, growth and visibili-
ty. Especially, post our millionth sour-
dough sell-out moment and successful
launch of The Dose We Knead campaign,
we witnessed a swelling demand for our
products with 250 per cent growth.

If you are expecting a similar growth
and self development pattern this year in

your business — start internally. Plan to
formulate new products that makes at-
home baking an easy effort for future
chefs and bakers and also complemen-
tary categories like dips, juices, et al.
Secondly, driving automation in more
and more processes to increase efficien-
cy at the production level should be in
the pipeline. That will further increase the
production capacity.

Further, with handmade products
making it to mainstream, our new year
goals should include leveraging our
customer-driven marketing pattern
through sampling availability at stores.
With the launch of our recent stores, we
have come to a realisation that sampling
stations at the stores really helps cus-
tomers in making the final purchase call,
and also treats them with an experien-
tial/personalised service format by the
brand through the respective store
teams.

(The author, Aditi Handa, is the
head baker and co-founder of The

Baker’s Dozen.)  

Change is not constant. The faster
we adapt to change, the better

The last two years have been a har-
binger of perpetual and significant
changes. Funnily, change is not constant
— the faster we adapt to change, the bet-
ter — like adjusting to the WFH situa-
tion. Now that we are used to working
in e-office structures, interacting with col-
leagues in physical office spaces, especial-
ly with those we have met only via zoom
calls, may also take some time adjusting.
Change is never comfortable or easy and
hence mental well-being was one of the
most significant rising issues during the
pandemic, people are now grasping the
benefits of having a mentor or a coach.

Here is an analogy — when children
are weak in math or if they desire to
learn and be competitive in tennis or
piano, their parents will seek the best
tutor or coaching school. Furthermore,
those suffering from a headache, cold
or a stomach bug will visit a doctor and
take care of their physical health. Along
these same lines, the concept of a
coach or a mentor is equally important,
not only if there is an issue, but for gen-
eral mental wellness. This coming year,
I would like to see widespread aware-
ness about mental wellness and more
people naturally taking on coaches as a
mentor or a reflector who holds a mir-
ror to them and enables them to
enhance their life journey.

(The author, Geeta Ramakrishnan,
is an ontological coach and author.)

Women support women 
2021 was an inspirational year.

India rode the Covid wave and broke all
records in terms of vaccinations. That
had a very positive impact for us at Zouk,
where consumers restarted their travel
and hence needed new bags and wallets.
This trend will further ramp up demand
for the products. 

The year also saw a big shift towards
supporting local businesses. The Vocal
for Local push really nudged consumers
to proudly support an Indian brand.
Lastly, we saw some phenomenal IPOs
of companies run by women leaders
such as Nykaa, Bector Foods which is
inspirational for women entrepreneurs
like me to build a large business and
receive public market support. I expect
even more such listings this year and
support for women-led Indian business-
es by consumers globally. Personally, we
aim to expand our collection and take
our Proudly Indian story to the world.

(The author, Disha Singh, is the
founder and CEO of Zouk.)

Hopeful, once again
The first quarter of 2021 was

slightly slower due to the second
wave of Covid-19. Nobody wanted to
sound unethical, and we, too, were
very sensitive about it because that
wasn’t the right time to market any-
thing. 

However, things picked up in the
second quarter of the year and now,
everything is more or less opening up,
looking hopeful once again. Brands
have started to allot their commercials
into diverse streams now, which is
amazing. I expect this year to be a
game-changer since the previous one
has set the stage for countless new
opportunities. This year, we had influ-
encers and talent coming up with their
own products, NFTs taking over the
world by a storm and much more —
the scenario is changing completely,
which is why I am very excited.

Apart from that, I am also eager
about the upcoming trends. For
instance, till today, the digital world
was a 2D idea, but now, it is on its way
to transform into an immersive 3D
experience. Additionally, the creator
economy is also heading towards big-
ger and greater things like investment
and so much more. 2022 will be a
groundbreaking year for everyone
with all that it has in store.

(The author, Khushi Govil, is the
associate vice president of Talent -

MissMalini Entertainment.)

Arecent study done by a group of behavioural scien-
tists showed that in the last one decade, human atten-

tion span has fallen to the lowest level, courtesy technol-
ogy (precisely, the internet). We all have been experienc-
ing this that today everything is becoming fast. Whether
it’s the food that we eat, or the entertainment that we
watch, or even the way we work. In short, the pace of
life is accelerating. Indeed, there seems to be an insatiable
desire to continually speed up the rate of change. If we
look at the reality show participants for example, it is evi-
dent that these participants become extremely famous
for a year or two and then vanish into oblivion, as the
public's appetite for novelty for its own sake grows. A
similar trend is observed in new tech gadgets, where we
see a new model coming out every week, pushing a weak
model out of the market and out of the consumer's mind.
This hunger for the new has a slight air of desperation
about it — perhaps it is an attempt to compensate for
the ongoing destruction of economic, religious and polit-
ical certainties. Whatever its source, this hunger con-
tributes to the scattering of attention; another source is
the proliferation of channels of communication email,
instant messaging, SMS, and so on, with the consequent
opportunity to chat endlessly about all the new things
under the sun. This constant shifting of attention may
seem relatively harmless, but it conceals a subtle danger:
it can undermine humanity's capacity to focus, and to
make wise decisions, on the many difficulties that we face
in life. This scattering of attention takes place not only
in leisure time, but also during work. 

A recent study made by a prestigious university,
reflected the experience of educators with the changing
skills of young people. It was observed by them that, while
their skills at accessing information, particularly in visu-
al form, have increased, there is also evidence that their
tolerance for ambiguity and complexity is decreasing.
Similarly, a group of prominent psychologists did a sam-
ple study with 100 university students, to find about the
effects of various types of media on their intelligence and
learning ability. At the end of study, they concluded that
every digital or new tech medium develops some cog-
nitive skills within us, but at the expense of others. What
they found was that our growing use of the internet and
other screen-based technologies has led to the widespread
and sophisticated development of visual-spatial skills. But
those gains go hand in hand with the weakening of our
capacity for the kind of deep processing that underpins
mindful knowledge acquisition, inductive analysis, crit-
ical thinking, imagination, and reflection. In simple
words, one can say that we are getting technologically
richer but emotionally poorer. 

Psychologists and behavioural experts say that our
mind is like a parachute and it works best when it's
open. It is also like a canvas upon which we can con-
sciously create our life. The mind has tremendous
power over our body and it directs everything in our
body. According to medical experts, 70 per cent of our
diseases can be changed by changing the mind,
because they originate from there. So much is its capac-
ity that in its most powerful stage, our mind could even
transform the outside negative vibrations and situations
into positive ones. So, in order to get over the chron-
ic distractedness, we must give time and priority to
meditation. For that, we need to first of all take a pause
to check what kind of thoughts are being created in our
mind, for these will decide the degree of our happi-
ness and satisfaction. And these will shape the kind of
world we are creating for ourself every moment. So,
monitor your thoughts to see what you are creating and
what is being destroyed; what are the tendencies that
are being watered and which are the ones that are being
allowed to droop. Take charge to consciously create pos-
itive thoughts and destroy the evil ones. Take charge
to create well what you would receive a few steps away
from now.

Ruqaya Jan, a resident of
North Kashmir’s Baramulla

district, had married when she
was thirty-six. In India, where
girls are forced to marry as a
child, Ruqaya’s decision to focus
on her career was a tough one.
With less opportunities in the
valley, she had to migrate to
Delhi. Today, she is a forty-one-
year-old, struggling to conceive. 

“Between 2007 and 2012, I
worked at a private company in
New Delhi. Nine years ago,
after my father passed away, I
had to return to look after my
mother as there was no one to
take care of her. Here, in my own
hometown, I started looking for
a decent job and the struggle
went on till I turned thirty-six.
It was already too late to get
married,” said Ruqaya who is
now a homemaker and has
been struggling for the last five
years to become a mother. 

The National Family Health
Survey (NFHS) for 2019-21
shows that in Union Territory of
Jammu and Kashmir, there has
been a sharp fall in the total fer-
tility rate (TFR) — the average
number of children a woman
bears in her lifetime — from two
to 1.4, far below the national
average of two since 2015-16,
when the last such survey was
conducted. 

As per the experts, late mar-
riages, which have become
extremely common in Jammu
and Kashmir, has led to increas-
ing infertility in the valley.
Besides, there are other con-
tributing factors as well.

Kashmir’s well-known gynaecol-
ogist, Dr Farhat Jabeen,
explained that there are various
factors responsible for the
decline in fertility among men
and women in Kashmir.
“Infertility is on the rise in
Kashmir, especially among
women who are suffering from
stress or hormonal imbalances,”
she informed.

As per NFHS, at least 60 per
cent of married Kashmiri
women report polycystic ovar-

ian syndrome or more repro-
ductive health problems, which
is higher than the national aver-
age of 40 per cent, affecting the
birth of a child.

Dr Jabeen further added
that poverty, unemployment
and desire for economic pros-
perity are the main reasons
behind late marriages. “As far as
possible, late marriage should be
avoided as the chances of con-
ceiving gets reduced after the age
of 35,” she suggested.

Low fertility rates are equal-
ly caused by mental health dis-
orders. Women who are not able
to conceive are also suffering
from such disorders. According
to Dr Mushtaq Margoob, valley’s
noted psychiatrist, conflict has
taken a toll on the mental health
of people in Kashmir, which also
leads to infertility. There are
many patients who are suffering
from depression and it is affect-
ing their physical and reproduc-
tive health.

In 1991, The TFR in Jammu
and Kashmir was 3.6 which in
2019-20, reduced to 1.4. This
indicates that women here give
birth to less than two children in
a lifetime. While the national
average fertility rate is two per
cent, with Bihar having the
highest at three per cent, Jammu
and Kashmir has a 1.2 per cent
TFR in urban areas and 1.5 per
cent in rural areas. This decline
in TRF, however, is also viewed
positively in terms of family

planning by some doctors and
experts as people have become
more conscious of the use of
contraception.

Thir ty-e ig ht-ye ar-old
Adeeba Jan from Srinagar does
not prefer having more than two
children. A teacher by profes-
sion, Adeeba has two children
aged eight and five. “Nowadays,
it gets extremely difficult to take
care of more than two children,
especially for working profes-
sionals,” expressed Adeeba.

Likewise, Saima Jan, a
research scholar of sociology in
Kashmir, pointed out how urban
areas have witnessed more
decline in TFR than rural areas
in the valley. “In urban areas,
women are more empowered
and are able to make choices
whether its career or personal
life. They are also well aware of
the use of contraceptives. Most
couples don’t prefer more than
two children,” she opined.

The drop in the TRF in
Jammu and Kashmir has
received a mixed response. This
requires a thorough analysis of
both positive and negative fac-
tors. As Dr Rehana Kausar, who
works at Jammu and Kashmir’s
Health Department, puts it,
“Low TFR in the UT is con-
tributed by several reasons, but
we need to find how much does
each factor contribute.” Without
proper examination and
research, it might have an
adverse impact on the econom-
ic and social aspects of Jammu
and Kashmir.
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India Test skipper Virat Kohli has been
phenomenal despite “all the noise around

him” and will soon be scoring big runs, head
coach Rahul Dravid said on Sunday, back-
ing the superstar batter who has been locked
in a war of words with the BCCI over the
way his white-ball captaincy tenure ended.

What has added to the drama is Kohli
not turning up for pre-match media inter-
actions ever since contradicting BCCI pres-
ident Sourav Ganguly’s description of the
sequence of events that followed his deci-
sion to relinquish T20 captaincy and sub-
sequent removal as ODI skipper.

“I know there’s been a lot of noise on
other issues outside of the group, even
leading into this particular Test match. But
honestly, in terms of keeping the morale
high, it’s not been very difficult because
it’s been led by the skipper himself,” Dravid
said on the eve of the second Test against
the Proteas here.

“Virat has been absolutely phenomenal
over the over the last 20 days that we’ve been
here. The way he’s trained the way he’s prac-
tised the way he’s connected with the
group. He has been phenomenal and I could
not speak more highly of him,” added the
former captain.

Asked why Kohli has not addressed the
media so far in the tour, Dravid said, “There
is no specific reason for that. I don’t decide
this but I am told he will be speaking on eve
of his 100th Test. 

Then you can ask all the questions on
his 100th Test.”

Kohli’s 100th Test would be the third
match against South Africa in Cape Town
from January 11.

He kicked up a storm before the tour
by stating that he was never asked to recon-

sider leaving T20 captaincy as asserted by
BCCI President Sourav Ganguly. His state-
ment was recently met with a rebuttal from
chief selector Chetan Sharma who said that
Kohli was requested to hold his decision by
everyone in the Board at least till the end
of the T20 World Cup.

Another issue has been  batting form.
India lead the ongoing series 1-0 but
Kohli’s inability to convert starts over the last
two years and his play outside the off stump
has remained the talking point.

“As coach, there’s not really too much
you can do once the game starts... There’s
not too much that you can control in the
results...We’re really looking to prepare
well and get the team into a good space,”
Dravid said.

“...The way he’s committed to his own
preparation, his own practice. 

And also just the way he’s connected
with the group over the last two weeks on
and off the field. He has truly been a fan-
tastic leader.

“So, that’s really helped in creating a real-
ly good space leading into the first Test
match. A lot of that was led by Virat and his
leadership really came to the fore. It’s been
a pleasure to work with someone like him.”

Dravid sees Kohli back to scoring
hundreds very soon, something he has not
done in over two years.

“Even personally, he’s in a really good
space and even though he sort of batted well
and couldn’t convert those starts, I feel there’s
going to be big runs, really good scores com-
ing in from someone like him.

“Just observing him around the group,
how relaxed, how calm he has been and how
he’s preparing and how switched on he is,
it (big score) might not happen in the next
game. I would really hope it happens in the
next game.
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India’s formidably consistent
match-winners have a date
with history in the New Year

when they take on an out-of-sorts
South Africa in the second Test
here from Monday in pursuit of
a coveted first-ever series win in
the ‘Rainbow Nation’.

If the ‘Boxing Day Test’ was
used to breach the Proteas’
fortress at the Centurion, the New
Year’s game will be all about stout-
ly defending the ‘Bull Ring’ bas-
tion which has been a ‘home’
away from home for the Indian
team.

Also, it was right here in 2018
when the foundation of one of
India’s 

greatest Test teams was laid
with a solid win on a track that
bordered on under-prepared and
perhaps gave this unit self belief
to take on the world.

They have been doing that
for nearly four years now and are
in no mood to stop.

For captain Virat Kohli, a Test
victory at the Wanderers would
reaffirm his status as one of the
greatest Indian captains of all time
in the traditional format with
series wins in three of the four
SENA nations barring New
Zealand.

There cannot be a more
opportune time to achieve the
feat against a South African side
that lacks Graeme Smith’s grit,
Hashim Amla’s class, Jacques
Kalllis’ manic consistency, Dale
Steyn’s x-factor and Morne
Morkel’s relentlessness.

To be fair, this South African
team will find it incredibly diffi-
cult to compete against the cur-
rent Indian line-up leave alone
harbour dreams of a win.

Yes, they have a Kagiso
Rabada, who is carrying the load,
and Lungi 

Ngidi, who has looked good,
but Quinton de Kock’s sudden
retirement from the toughest
form of cricket at the age of 29 is
another reminder of a tough
transition period that never
seems to end for the Proteas.

So even if Ryan Rickleton, the
25-year-old dashing keeper-bat-
ter who is slated to make his
debut, created some noise, he will
find that scoring runs at the
domestic level is very different

from facing Jasprit Bumrah and
Mohammed Shami with the red
Kookaburra.

Even Duanne Oliver, likely to
replace Wiaan Mulder who was
out due to a hamstring injury in
the first Test, will find it extreme-
ly difficult against a seasoned
Indian batting line-up which
would like to give a better account
of itself compared to the first Test.

On a personal note for Kohli,
it would be the ideal breathing
space that he will require, now
that it’s official that he is no longer
the establishment’s blue-eyed boy
after his much publicised battle
of “your truth versus mine” with
no less than BCCI president
Sourav Ganguly.

Kohli the batter is still insu-
lated from the heat despite that
missing ‘three-figure mark’ for
last two years but ‘King Kohli is
metaphorically “wearing a crown

of thorns”.
He didn’t face the media

before and after the first Test and
now head coach Rahul Dravid is
literally living up to his ‘The Wall’
moniker as he is set to appear as
a fire-fighter ahead of the second
Test.

Having already made it clear
that he won’t ever discuss classi-
fied internal matters, Dravid has
already done one round of dous-
ing the fire and on Sunday, he is
expected to keep the topic of dis-
cussion to strictly cricketing.

However, it is very difficult to
imagine that India would be
ringing in changes to their win-
ning combination considering
Kohli’s obsession with five
bowlers.

Even with that, India were
docked a WTC (World Test
Championship) point for slow
over-rate and Ravichandran

Ashwin will be as integral to the
visitors’ bowling plans on a seam-
er-friendly wicket as their four
fast bowlers.

Obviously, Shardul Thakur is
the weakest link in this attack
with Umesh Yadav being more
potent but the Mumbaikar’s
knack of picking wickets and also
relatively stronger batting ability
keeps him in the mix.

But on a lively Wanderers
track, Umesh won’t be a bad
option even though that could
mean playing an extra batter,
which hasn’t exactly been Kohli’s
template.

As far as the batting line-up
is concerned, unless anyone
reports unfit on the match day, all
the five specialist willow-wield-
ers along with Rishabh Pant,
whose run-a ball-34 was a special
contribution in Centurion, will
again feature in the line-up.

Cheteshwar Pujara and
Ajinkya Rahane won’t be dropped
yet as Dravidwill give them
enough chances to succeed unless
he shifts his faith on Shreyas Iyer
and Hanuma Vihari, which might
not be the case if batting coach
Vikram Rathour’s last media
interaction is to be believed.

The three big guns are due
for a big score and it would be
Proteas’ worst nightmare coming
true if they all fire in unison at the
‘Bull Ring’.

It would then be a cakewalk
for India.

Squads:
India: Virat Kohli (captain),

KL Rahul (vc), Mayank Agarwal,
Cheteshwar Pujara, Shreyas Iyer,
Rishabh Pant (wk), Ravichandran
Ashwin, Shardul Thakur, Jasprit
Bumrah, Mohammed Shami,
Mohammed Siraj, Ajinkya
Rahane, Wriddhiman Saha (wk),
Jayant Yadav, Priyank Panchal,
Umesh Yadav, Hanuma Vihari,
Ishant Sharma.

South Africa: Dean Elgar
(captain), Temba Bavuma (vice-
captain), Kagiso Rabada, Sarel
Erwee, Beuran Hendricks,
George Linde, Keshav Maharaj,
Lungi Ngidi, Aiden Markram,
Wiaan Mulder, Keegan Petersen,
Rassie van der Dussen, Kyle
Verreynne, Marco Jansen,
Glenton Stuurman, Prenelan
Subrayen, Sisanda Magala, Ryan
Rickelton, Duanne Olivier.

Match Starts 1:30 pm.

����� �<��0072C4D3

South Africa skipper Dean Elgar
says he was initially “shocked” at

Quinton de Kock’s sudden retirement
from Test cricket but insisted that the
team will take the setback in its stride
and strive to level the ongoing series
against India.

De Kock, only 29, announced his
retirement from the traditional for-
mat at the end of the opening Test
against India, which the hosts lost by
113 runs at SuperSport Park on
Thursday.

“I was pretty shocked. But sitting
down with Quiney (Quinton de
Kock), he explained his reasons and
I respect and fully understand his

decision,” Elgar said at a virtual press
conference on the eve of the second

Test.
“I don’t think there will be any,”

Elgar responded when asked if there
be any hangover on the players
about his retirement.

“The responsibility for us is to
carry and conduct ourself as inter-
national players. We still have to be
professional around this. We still
have a Test series to level, so I don’t
think there will be any hangover or
shock over Quiney’s retirement.”

“Players respect the environ-
ment. We realise that we had a few
setbacks in recent times and we need
to obviously have to be clever around
it and get over it. I don’t see this
affecting the players of still being
shocked about his retirement.”
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Bangladesh had one of its best days
on tour in recent years Sunday

when it won all three sessions on the
second day of the first cricket Test
against New Zealand.

The tourists’ bowlers first captured
New Zealand’s last five wickets for 70 runs,
dismissing the home side for 328 after it
had resumed at 258-8.

Mahmudul Hasan Joy and Najmul
Hossain Shanto then made half centuries
in a 104-run partnership for the second
wicket which occupied most of the last 1
1/2 sessions and guided Bangladesh to 175-
2 in its first innings at stumps.

Shanto lived up to his considerable rep-
utation with his second half century, to go
with two centuries in his 12 tests to date.
He was out for 64 within sight of stumps
and his innings was punctuated by sever-
al classy shots through the off side.

Joy played the innings anchor and
compiled his first test 50 from 165 balls in
more than 3-1/2 hours. He was 70 and had
batted almost five hours by stumps when
he had been joined by captain Mominul
Haque, who was on 8.

Though New Zealand still leads by
153, the initiative the match has shifted to
Bangladesh after its confident, deliberate
approach on day two. 

The Bangladesh spinners first
wrapped up the New Zealand first innings
in 25 overs before lunch. Joy then com-
bined in a 43-run opening partnership with
Shadman Islam which blunted the new ball
and allowed the second wicket pair to
strongly consolidate the innings.

The pitch at Bay Oval has only provid-
ed assistance for the seam bowlers in the
first hour Saturday when Bangladesh cap-

tured the wicket of New Zealand captain
Tom Latham and had the home side 1-1.

Devon Conway’s 122, his second cen-
tury in four Tests, gave New Zealand slight-
ly the upper hand at the end of day one.
But the failure of the tail, in spite of the
efforts of Henry Nicholls who was the last
man out for 75, tipped the balance of the
match slightly in the tourists’ favour.

After Shoriful Islam removed all-
rounder Rachin Ravindra (4), off spinner
Mehidy Hasan Miraz quickly captured the
wickets of Kyle Jamieson (6), Tim Southee
(6) and Neil Wagner who was out for a
first ball duck.

Mominul bowled only four overs of
orthodox left-arm spin but captured the
two big wickets of the New Zealand
innings, removing Conway and Nicholls
and finishing with 2-6 from 4.1 overs.
Mehidy had 3-86 after being wicketless on
day one and Shoriful took 3-69.

Joy and Shadman steered Bangladesh
through three overs before lunch and then
to drinks in the middle session when the
tourists were 43 without loss. But
Shadman was out to the first ball after the
break for 22, undone by Neil Wagner who
lured him into a false stroke and dived for-
ward to claim a sprawling catch off his own
bowling. Wagner had 2-27 from 16 overs
at stumps.

Wagner was again the best of New
Zealand’s bowlers, mostly bowling fuller
and finding a little swing away from the
right handers. But for the last two ses-
sions Bangladesh largely defied the
attack that  won the World Test
Championship final in June.

Kyle Jamieson, a prodigy who took 52
wickets in his first 10 tests, struggled in
unrewarding conditions Sunday and fin-
ished the day with 0-35.
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Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB)
chief Ramiz Raja has said that

captain Babar Azam and interim
head coach Saqlain Mushtaq had rec-
ommended foreign coaches for the
national team.

Even wicketkeeper-batter
Mohammad Rizwan is in favour of
bringing in experts from overseas.

“During my discussions with
Babar, Rizwan and later Saqlain they
all said it would be better to integrate
foreign coaches in the national team’s
dressing room,” the former Test cap-
tain said.

Raja had brought in Australian
Matthew Hayden and South Africa’s
Vernon Philander as batting and
bowling consultants in the Pakistan
dressing room for the T20 World
Cup where the team lost in the semi-
finals to eventual champions
Australia after remaining unbeaten in
the super-12 stage.

Raja said his view, which he con-
veyed to the trio, was that more local
coaches should be with the team on
away tours so that they get a chance
to groom themselves and gain expe-
rience and exposure. “My thinking is
also that you only need regular
coaches if you want to have the best

dressing room environment and I
think we already have that in our
team.”

He also disclosed that he had
intentionally not appointed a full sup-
port staff of technical coaches for the
tour of Bangladesh and the home
series against West Indies recently as
he wanted to see the team stand on
its own feet with its own thinking.

“I believe that a player only
attains greatness in a team when he
has to work hard in a difficult situ-
ation to perform without any sup-

port.” The PCB has already advertised
for the position of five coaches
including a power-hitting batting
coach and high performance centre
head coach, a position left vacant
after the resignation of New Zealand’s
Grant Bradburn.

After Raja became the PCB
chairman, the Pakistan team’s head
coach since late 2019, Misbah-ul-Haq
and bowling coach Waqar Younis,
resigned abruptly after returning
from the tour of the West Indies and
just before the T20 World Cup.
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England’s preparations for the fourth Ashes Test
against Australia took another hit on Sunday after

one of their net bowlers tested positive for COVD-19,
leading to cancellation of their training session with
other net bowlers deemed as close contacts.

Having already conceded the series after three suc-
cessive defeats, England suffered the latest blow just
hours after the tourists planned to draft former one-
day captain Adam Hollioake into the team’s coaching
staff, stated media reports here.

The fourth Test is scheduled to start on January 5.
Earlier in the week, members of the England set-

up had cleared a round of COVID-19 testing just before
Day 2 of the Ashes Test at the MCG after two from their
support staff and two from their families returned pos-
itive for the virus.

As a result of the positive cases, the start of play was
delayed. The visitors are preparing for the fourth Test
with a skeleton coaching staff after head coach Chris
Silverwood was forced into isolation when a family
member tested positive for COVID.

Pace bowling coach Jon Lewis, spin mentor Jeetan
Patel and strength and conditioning specialist Darren
Veness have also tested positive.

It has left assistant coach Graham Thorpe in charge
of the squad for the upcoming match.

Former England batter Thorpe is being supported
by Nottinghamshire’s Ant Botha and ex-England wick-
etkeeper James Foster.

Hollioake, a former England one-day captain who
lives on the Gold Coast, had been asked to join the
tourists in Sydney.

However, media reports stated on Sunday that a
close contact of the 50-year-old Hollioake has subse-
quently tested positive.

Australia has seen a spike in COVID cases in recent
weeks much like the rest of the world. 
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Kohli has been phenomenal
despite all noise: Dravid 
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Seven-time Ballon d’Or winner
Lionel Messi remains back

home in Argentina after being
among four players in the Paris
Saint-Germain squad to have
tested positive for the coron-
avirus ahead of the team’s French
Cup game on Monday night.

PSG added that one staff
member also had COVID-19 in
a statement on Saturday night.
None of them were named at
that point, but in a further state-
ment on the team’s medical
news Sunday the club named
Messi, left back Juan Bernat,
backup goalie Sergio Rico and
19-year-old midfielder Nathan
Bitumazala.

PSG coach Mauricio
Pochettino is uncertain when
Messi will be able to return to
France, or whether he can recov-
er in time to play away to Lyon
in the league next Sunday.

“We’ve been living with the
virus for nearly two years now
and everyone knows what they
must do to avoid a contamina-
tion. But a lot about how the
virus functions is still unknown,”
Pochettino said Sunday at a pre-
game news conference. 

“With regards to Leo, he’s in
contact with our medical service. 

I don’t know if he’ll be able
to play in Lyon. He tested posi-
tive in Argentina (and) until he’s
negative, he won’t be able to trav-
el to France. We’ll see when he
gets back.”

Title-holder PSG is playing
at third-tier Vannes, and
Pochettino was asked if he’s
concerned the virus may have
spread among other players after
training resumed late this week.

“It’s the risk everyone runs in
football on a world scale.
Contact is unavoidable in foot-
ball, it’s obvious that there are
more risks,” he said. 

“We’ve taken all the steps
necessary to avoid a player trans-
mitting the virus to another. I do
what the medical service person-
nel tell us to.”

Last year’s runner-up
Monaco was in action later
Sunday at second-tier Quevilly-
Rouen in one of 13 games sched-
uled for the day as sides bid to
reach the last 16.

Monaco said Saturday that
seven players had COVID-19
but none showed any worrying
signs and are isolating.
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The United States beat Canada
and defending champion
Russia defeated France at the

ATP Cup on Sunday, with the the
Americans taking a much easier
route.

John Isner and Taylor Fritz beat
their Canadian singles opponents
and then clinched the match in dou-
bles for a 3-0 win.

Isner beat Brayden Schnur 6-1,
6-4 in 66 minutes to give the
Americans the early lead. 

Schnur was a late replacement
for Denis Shapovalov, who withdrew
from the opening singles match
Sunday due to fatigue. The Canadian
is recovering from having contract-
ed COVID-19 at a recent tourna-
ment in the Middle East.

Fritz then came from a set down
to beat No. 11-ranked Felix Auger-

Aliassime 6-7 (6), 6-4, 6-4 and
clinch the match before the
Americans won the doubles 6-4, 6-
4 over Auger-Aliassime and
Shapovalov.

Russia, meanwhile, needed the
deciding doubles match to clinch vic-
tory over France.

Roman Safiullin beat Arthur
Rinderknech of France 2-6, 7-5, 6-3

before No. 35-ranked Ugo Humbert
evened the match for France with an
upset 6-7 (5), 7-5, 7-6 (2) win over
No. 2 Daniil Medvedev.

But Medvedev and Safiullin
came back to beat two fresh oppo-
nents in the doubles — Fabrice
Martin and Edouard Roger-Vasselin
— 6-4, 6-4.

In night matches, Britain and
Italy took early leads. Daniel Evans
beat Germany’s Jan-Lennard Struff
6-1, 6-2 while Italy’s Jannik Sinner
defeated Australia’s Max Purcell 6-1,
6-3 in opening singles.

Isner saved the only break point
he faced against his Canadian oppo-
nent.

“I surprised myself with how
well I played out here,” Isner said in
his on-court interview. “You always
work hard in the offseason, but you
never really know what could hap-
pen in that first match of the year.”

Isner broke twice in the first set
and used his strong serve to capital-
ize on the advantage. The American
hit 10 aces and won 46% of his return
points.

“I actually really like this court.
It’s not too fast, which I prefer. It gives
me a little time to swing out on my
shots being so big. That helps me out
a lot,” Isner said.

On the opening day Saturday,
Argentina and Spain both cruised to
3-0 victories over Georgia and Chile,
respectively. Serbia, despite playing
without No. 1 Novak Djokovic, beat
Norway 2-1 and Poland took advan-
tage of Stefanos Tsitsipas’ injury-
enforced absence in singles to beat
Greece 2-1.

The 16 teams are divided into
four groups, with the winners of each
group advancing to the semifinals on
Jan. 7 and 8. The final is scheduled
for Jan. 9.
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Young fast bowler Marco Jansen on Sunday
received his maiden ODI call-up as South

Africa named a 17-member squad for the three-
ODI series against India beginning January 19.

The 21-year-old Jansen, who had snapped five
wickets in his maiden Test last week, was picked
in the squad led by Temba Bavuma with Keshav
Maharaj as his deputy in the white-ball series.

Experienced pacer Anrich Nortje will miss the
ODIs as well after being left out of the Tests due
to a hip injury.

Wayne Parnell, Sisanda Magala and Zubayr
Hamza also retained their spots in the squad
which also includes former skipper Quinton de
Kock, who retired from Test cricket following the
loss in the first Test against India.

“This is a very exciting group and the
Selection Panel and I are eager to see what they
will produce,” CSA Convenor of Selectors, Victor
Mpitsang said. 

“For many of our players, it does not get big-
ger than playing against this powerhouse Indian
team and this will be the biggest series of their
young lives so far. 

“We are looking forward to seeing what they
bring to the table and wish Temba (Bavuma) and
Mark (Boucher) all the best for the series.”

The first (January 19) and second ODIs
(January 21) will be played at Boland Park, Paarl
while the third and final match (January 23) will
be held at Newlands, Cape Town.

India on Saturday announced their 18-mem-
ber squad for the ODI series with KL Rahul
named as captain with Rohit Sharma yet to regain
full fitness.

Squad: Temba Bavuma (C), Keshav Maharaj
(VC), Quinton de Kock, Zubayr Hamza, Marco

Jansen, Janneman Malan, Sisanda Magala, Aiden
Markram, David Miller, Lungi Ngidi, Wayne
Parnell, Andile Phehlukwayo, Dwaine Pretorius,
Kagiso Rabada, Tabraiz Shamsi, Rassie van der
Dussen, Kyle Verreynne. 
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Olympic champion
Neeraj Chopra will

continue to train with his
German coach Klaus
Bartonietz, whose con-
tract has been extended
till the 2024 Paris Games,
the Athletics Federation of
India (AFI) confirmed on
Sunday.

After winning the
historic Olympic gold in
Tokyo, javelin thrower
Chopra had expressed
desire to continue to train
with the German bio-
mechanical expert.

“We have secured the
services of Olympic
Games javelin throw gold
medallist Neeraj Chopra’s
coach Dr. Klaus
Bartonietz till the 2024
Paris Games,” the
Athletics Federation of
India (AFI) said.

Bartonietz took
charge as Chopra’s coach
from compatriot and for-
mer world record holder
javelin thrower Uwe
Hohn during the young-
ster’s rehabilitation and
recovery process after an
elbow surgery in 2018.

The AFI also said that

the 400m coach Galina
Bukharina will  also
remain at the helm of
affairs till the end of this
year’s Asian Games in
Hangzhou, China.

Under Bukharina’s
watch, the men’s 4x400m
relay team of Mohammed
Anas Yahiya, Noah
Nirmal Tom, Arokia Rajiv
and Amoj Jacob set an
Asian record during the
Tokyo Olympics. 

The AFI had recently
presented the Annual
Calendar for Training and
Competition to the Sports
Ministry. 
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Getafe ended Real Madrid’s
15-game unbeaten streak

after beating the Spanish league
leaders 1-0 in the capital derby
on Sunday.

Striker Enes Unal took the
host’s winner in the ninth minute
after he stole the ball from
Madrid defender Éder Militão
near the goal and beat Thibaut
Courtois.

Madrid went no closer to an
equalizer than Luka Modric’s
strike that hit the crossbar in the
17th. Eden Hazard and Marcelo
came on as half-time substitu-
tions but could not spark a
comeback.

Madrid’s previous loss came
on Oct. 3 when it fell 2-1 at
Espanyol. Since then, it had

won 13 and drawn two across all
competitions.

Second-place Sevilla visits
Cádiz on Monday nine points
behind Madrid.

Courtois started the match
after it was determined that his
positive COVID-19 result from
earlier this week was erroneous.
Madrid was without in-form
winger Vinícius Júnior after he
tested positive for the coron-
avirus.

The match was the first to be
played since Spanish health
authorities put back in place caps
on attendance after the steep rise
in COVID-19 infections. All
games are limited to 75% of
capacity, with some regions like
Catalonia and the Basque
Country applying even lower
limits.
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Indian women’s team for-
ward Manisha Kalyan

believes that playing against
technically superior sides in
South America in the lead-up
to the AFC Asian Cup has
raised the side’s confidence
level ahead of the continental
showpiece.

Speaking during a live chat
with AIFF TV, Manisha delved
into the three matches that
India had played against Brazil,
Chile, and Venezuela a little

over a month. 
“Playing against those sides

was truly a unique experience
for us. These are teams that
have players who are technical-
ly more superior to us, and just
keeping up with the pace of the
games was so incredibly diffi-
cult,” said Manisha.

“We had to stick together
and fight like one unit, and I
think we gave a good account
of ourselves in those three
games. That gave us a lot of
confidence at the end of the
day,” she added.
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The government plans to
formulate a national air

sports policy as well as set up
an apex body for air sports.

The civil aviation ministry
has sought comments from
the public on the draft National
Air Sports Policy (NASP 2022)
till January 31.

The plan is to promote air
sports by making it “safe,
affordable, accessible, enjoyable
and sustainable”, according to
the ministry.

The policy will cover sports
like aerobatics, aeromodelling,
amateur-built and experimen-
tal aircraft, ballooning, drones,
skydiving and vintage aircraft.

Under the policy, an Air
Sports Federation of India

(ASFI) will be established as the
apex governing body while

associations for each air sport
will handle day to day activities.

The air sports associations
will be accountable to ASFI

with respect to the regulatory
oversight.

Further, ASFI shall repre-
sent India at FAI and other
global platforms related to air
sports. 

The Fédération
Aéronautique Internationale
(FAI), headquartered in
Lausanne, Switzerland is the
world governing body for air
sports. 

“The vision is to make
India one of the top air sports
nations by 2030,” the ministry
said.

The draft has been pre-
pared by a committee compris-
ing senior officials from the
Union government, Indian
armed forces, Aero Club of
India, National Cade Corps and
air sports experts.
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After a long gap of
nine years,  the

national camp for the
senior recurve archers
will return to the SAI
Eastern Centre here in
Kolkata ahead of the
upcoming season.

According to the cal-
endar released by the
Archery Association of
India on Sunday, SAI
Eastern Centre, which
had been the recurve
archer’s address ti l l
London 2012 Olympics,
will host the first Senior
National Camp from
February 25-March 31.

During the camp, the
first phase of the selection
trial for the Asian Games
will be held from March
7-10. The Asian Games
are scheduled to be held
in Hangzhou, China from
September 10-25.

The AAI calendar
also confirmed Jammu
and Kashmir as the venue
for the 41st Senior
Nationals from March
18-27.

“The Asian Games
trials will be held in three
phases with the second
and third phases slated in
June and July,” AAI’s high
performance director and
Dronacharya Awardee
Sanjeeva Singh told PTI.

The season will get
underway with the Stage
I of the World Cup in
Antalya from April 18-24.

The team selected in
the first phase trial is
likely to represent India in
the season opener World
Cup in Antalya.

Kolkata used to be
the venue for the senior
national camp under the
AAI secretary general
Paresh Nath Mukherjee.

But after he stepped
down following the
London 2012 debacle and
the camp shifted base to
the Army Sports Institute
in Pune where they have
erected an Olympic sim-
ulated range and display.

“We have now decid-
ed to bring back the
camps to the SAI centres
so as of now Kolkata
would be the venue for
the recurve camp, while
Sonepat will continue to
host the compound
archers,” Singh concluded.

Juniors to train in
Lausanne, Camp for
apara archers in Dubai

US WINS OVER CANADA EASILY,
RUSSIA BEATS FRANCE AT ATP CUP
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GETAFE ENDS REAL MADRID’S
15-GAME UNBEATEN STREAK


