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After a few days of dip,
Covid-19 cases once again

spiked in a big way in Delhi
and Mumbai, proving wrong
those who believed the pan-
demic might have peaked in
these two cities. Bengaluru has
also registered a sharp surge
and overall situation in
Karnataka is equally grim.

Delhi on Wednesday
logged 27,561 fresh Covid
cases, which is a 29 per cent rise
over in the last 24 hours and
the most number of cases in a
day since April. The positivity
rate has touched 26 per cent,
which is the highest in seven
months. The number of single-
day count has doubled in just
two days. On April 20 last year,
the city reported 28,395 cases.

The fatality is also increas-
ing in the national Capital.
Delhi reported 40 Covid deaths
on Wednesday, which is the
most since June 10, when it
reported 44 deaths. According
to the health bulletin, active
Covid cases stood at 87,445,
highest in the last eight months.
The case count stood at 87,907
on May 8 last year.

Similarly, Mumbai report-
ed 16,420 new Covid cases dur-
ing the last 24 hours on
Wednesday, a rise of 40 per cent
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Raising questions on the
Government’s strategy to

repeat booster dose called “pre-
caution dose” of the original
Covid vaccine, a team of
experts from the World Health
Organization (WHO) has
warned that such a method is
not a viable strategy against
emerging variants. The global
agency has called for new jabs
that better protect against
transmission.

A growing body of evi-
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Coronavirus loses most of its
ability to infect after the

first five minutes while it
becomes 90 per cent less infec-
tious within 20 minutes of
becoming airborne, a new
study has said, underlining the
importance of masking and
social distancing in preventing
transmission.

The University of Bristol
study, which has not been

peer-reviewed, was the first to
simulate how coronavirus trav-
els after it has been exhaled,
according to the Guardian
newspaper.

Ventilation, though still
worthwhile, is likely to have a
lesser impact. 

“People have been focused
on poorly ventilated spaces
and thinking about airborne
transmission over meters or
across a room. I’m not saying
that doesn’t happen, but I still

think the greatest risk of expo-
sure is when you’re close to
someone,” said Prof Jonathan
Reid, director of the University
of Bristol’s Aerosol Research
Centre and the study’s lead
author.

“When you move further
away, not only is the aerosol
diluted down, there’s also less
infectious virus because the
virus has lost infectivity (as a
result of time),” he added.

Continued on Page 2
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India will not reduce the
strength of its troops

deployed at the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) in Ladakh till
disengagement from stand-off
sites are completed and China
is “amenable” to de-inducting
its force, Army Chief General
MM Naravane said here on
Wednesday.

Making this assertion as
the 14th round of military-level
talks were underway at the
LAC in Chushul in eastern
Ladakh on Wednesday, he also
said ramping up of large force
by China there was the “root
cause” of the ongoing tension
at the border for the last two
years.

The Army Chief favoured
dialogue to resolve the differ-
ences and said every round of
talks do not yield results.  The
talks give both the sides a
chance to know about the dif-
ferences in perception and
finally come to mutually
acceptable agreement, he said.
“Situation, at present, is stable
and under control,” he said.

Lt General Anindiya
Sengupta, chief of Leh based 14

Corps, is heading the Indian
delegation in the talks.  The last
round was held on October 10
last year when both countries
blamed each other for the
ongoing tension and face-offs
at some friction points.
Naravane said India was hope-
ful of resolving issues at
Patrolling Point 15 (Hot
Springs).

He made these remarks
when asked if the Army was
gearing up for permanent
deployment at the LAC in
eastern Ladakh in the after-
math of transgressions by
China in May 2020 leading to
heightened tension.

Holding China responsible
for the situation at the LAC in

Ladakh, Naravane said the first
step is to disengage from the
face-offs. 

Once these processes are
completed, “we can then think
of de-induction,” he said,
adding it depended on mutu-
ally acceptable principle of
security.  Till then, the Army
is prepared to stay there as
long as required, the Army
Chief said.  At present, more
than 50,000 troops each from
both the Armies are deployed
in the front at the LAC in
Ladakh. 

The Army Chief said the
force will continue to deal with
the PLA in a firm and resolute
manner in eastern Ladakh.

Continued on Page 2
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The Supreme Court on
Wednesday appointed a

five-member committee head-
ed by former apex court judge
Justice Indu Malhotra to probe
the security breach during
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s recent visit to Punjab.

The “questions cannot be
left to one-sided inquiry” and
a judicially trained mind needs
to oversee the probe, a bench
headed by Chief Justice NV
Ramana said while appointing
the Justice Malhotra panel. 

The bench also appointed
the Inspector General of the
National Investigation Agency
(NIA), Director General of
Police of Chandigarh, the

Registrar General of the Punjab
and Haryana High Court and
the Additional DGP of Punjab
as members to the panel. 

The bench, also compris-
ing Justices Surya Kant and
Hima Kohli, said the panel will
submit its report “at the earli-
est”. 

The SC said the points of
reference of the apex court-
appointed panel will be to
inquire as to who all are
responsible for the security
breach and to what extent, the
remedial measures are neces-
sary.  The panel will give sug-
gestions on security of consti-
tutional functionaries ensuring
that such incidents do not take
place in future. 

Continued on Page 2
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The Supreme Court on
Wednesday asked the

Centre, the Delhi Police and the
Uttarakhand Police to respond
to a plea seeking direction to
ensure investigation and action
against those who allegedly
made hate speeches during
two events held recently in
Haridwar and Delhi. 

A bench headed by Chief
Justice NV Ramana, which
agreed to hear the plea and
issued notice on it, permitted
the petitioners to make repre-
sentation to the local authori-
ties against holding of future
‘Dharam Sansad’ events there.
The bench, also comprising
Justices Surya Kant and Hima
Kohli, posted the matter for

hearing after 10 days. 
The apex court was hear-

ing a petition filed by journal-
ist Qurban Ali and former
Patna High Court judge and
senior advocate Anjana
Prakash, who have also sought
a direction for an “indepen-
dent, credible and impartial
investigation” by an SIT into
the incidents of hate speeches
against the Muslim communi-
ty. After the bench said it was
issuing notice and listed it for
hearing after 10 days, senior
advocate Kapil Sibal, repre-
senting the petitioners, said the
only problem is that in the
meantime a “Dharam Sansad”
is going to be held on January
23 in Aligarh and they don’t
want it to happen. 

Continued on Page 2
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dence indicates that the
Omicron Covid variant is not
only far more transmissible
than previous variants but also
better at dodging some vaccine
protections.

“A vaccination strategy
based on repeated booster
doses of the original vaccine
composition is unlikely to be
appropriate or sustainable,” the
WHO Technical Advisory
Group on Covid-19 Vaccine
Composition (TAG-Co-VAC)
said in a statement here.

India, which recently
launched the drive to admin-
ister “precaution dose” to vul-
nerable populations has ruled
out any mix and match of vac-
cines. Rather, the third dose
will be the same vaccine the
people have received for their
first and second doses. 

However, the group of
experts from the WHO, who
are working to assess the per-
formance of Covid-19 vac-
cines, called for the develop-
ment of new vaccines that not
only protect people who con-
tract Covid against falling seri-
ously ill but also better prevent
people from catching the virus
in the first place, in order to
deal with emerging Covid vari-
ants such as Omicron.

Continued on Page 2

New Delhi: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will interact
with CMs of all States on
Thursday at 4.30 pm via video
conferencing on Covid-19 sit-
uation, reported ANI. This
will be the second Covid-19
review meet of the PM since 24
December, when the Omicron
variant had just made an
appearance in India.
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(4,773) from Tuesday. The pos-
itivity rate shot up to 24.38 per
cent from 18.75 per cent.

Continued on Page 2
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Aday after Swami Prasad
Maurya quit the Yogi

Adityanath Cabinet,  another
OBC stalwart and Forest
Minister Dara Singh Chauhan
tendered his resignation citing
alleged oppressive attitude of
the BJP Government towards
the backward and Dalits. 

“I worked with dedication
but I am resigning as I am hurt
by this Government’s oppres-
sive attitude towards the back-
ward, deprived sections, Dalits,
farmers and unemployed youth
and the neglect of quota for the
backward and Dalits,” Chauhan
wrote in his resignation letter,
using almost the same language
as Maurya, who was Labour
Minister in UP.

Meanwhile, bucking the
trend of BJP MLAs and
Ministers quitting the party,
Congress MLA Naresh Saini
and Samajwadi Party MLA
Hari Om Saini on Wednesday
joined the BJP here at the
party headquarters.

As expected, Chauhan is
likely to join the Samajwadi
Party, the indication of which

was given by Akhilesh Yadav,
who tweeted a picture with
Chauhan saying “party will
welcome those who deter-
mined to restore the pride of
Dalits and backward.”

Later in a statement,
Chauhan said in the last five
years Dalits, backward and
unemployed faced the brunt of
the Government. 

Continued on Page 2
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New Delhi: The BJP is con-
sidering fielding Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
from Ayodhya as its senior
leaders meet to finalise candi-
dates for the assembly polls
starting from February 10. PTI
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Legendary singer Lata
Mangeshkar, who was

admitted to the Intensive Care
Unit (ICU) of the Breach
Candy Hospital for treatment
of Covid-19 and pneumonia on
Saturday night, will be under
observation at the hospital for
the next 10 to 12 days.    

Dr Pratit Samdhani, who is
attending to her at the hospital,
said: “Singer Lata Mangeshkar
was admitted to our hospital on
Saturday night. Apart from
Covid-19, she is suffering from
pneumonia. She continues to be
in the ICU ward. She will be
under observation at the hos-
pital for 10 to 12 days”.
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In yet another instance of a
Government handle being

hacked, the official Twitter
account of the Information &
Broadcasting Ministry was
temporarily hacked on
Wednesday morning but  the
account was promptly secured
within a few minutes. The
hackers renamed the account
after Tesla founder  “Elon
Musk '' and some tweets with
text such as 'HURRRRY UP!!!',
'GREEAT JOB!!',  SOME-
THING AMAZZZING !!! and
'GREAAT JOB!!' were posted
from this account. Moreover, a
couple of tweets contained a
link to a website.

"The account @Mib_india
has been restored. This is for
the information of all the fol-
lowers,” the ministry, which has
1.4 million followers on Twitter,

tweeted after the account was
restored.

According to officials, "It
happened for around 10-15
minutes after which the Twitter
handle was resumed. There
were random posts and replies
tagging Elon Musk. It is too
early to comment on the inquiry
aspect of the matter as the plan
of action is yet to be decided,"
a ministry official said.

The Twitter accounts of the
Indian Medical Association,
Indian Council of World
Affairs and Mann Deshi
Mahila Bank were also hacked
on January 3. In that case, too,
the hackers had renamed the
handle as 'Elon Musk'. The
fonts used to change the names
of the profiles in today's
(January 12, 2021) incident
and the January 3 incident
appear to be the same. The
posted content 'AMAZZZING'

also appeared to be similar,
though the links tweeted in the
two cases seemed to be differ-
ent.

This isn’t the first time
that the official government
twitter accounts have been
hacked. In December, Prime
Minister’s personal twitter han-
dle @narendramodi was
hacked briefly. Hackers had put
out a tweet from his twitter
handle on bitcoin, but the twit-
ter account was promptly
restored.

In July of 2020, twitter
accounts of several celebrities
were hijacked with a scam
tweet encouraging followers
to donate bitcoin to Covid-
relief projects. Nearly 130
accounts, including that of
Kim Kardashian West, Kanye
West, Elon Musk, Bill Gates
and Barack Obama were tar-
geted in this attack.
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After the Delhi University, the Jawaharlal
Nehru University (JNU) too on

Wednesday decided to hold admissions
through the Common Universities Entrance
Test (CUET) from the next academic ses-
sion as announced by the Ministry of
Education last month.  The decision was
taken at JNU Academic Council meeting
and was "overwhelmingly endorsed" by the
members, according to a statement issued
by Jayant K Tripathi, Director of Admissions.

"During the deliberations in the
Academic Council, a large number of
members including the Deans of Schools,
Centre Chairpersons, and External
Members of the Council emphasized that
CUET would provide a level playing field
to numerous eligible students from across
the country reducing the burden of taking
several entrance examinations," it said.
Recently,  the Delhi University has also
decided to hold admissions from the next
academic session through the CUET.The
statement said that the university had ear-
lier in its academic council meeting held in
March last year, also decided that whenever
the National Testing Agency would hold the
CUET, the university would go by it.
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From Page 1
“Covid-19 vaccines that

have a high impact on the pre-
vention of infection and trans-
mission, in addition to the
prevention of severe disease
and death, are needed and
should be developed,” the
group said.

This, it said, would help
lower “community transmis-
sion and the need for stringent
and broad-reaching public
health and social measures”.

It also suggested that vac-
cine developers should strive to
create jabs that “elicit immune
responses that are broad,
strong, and long-lasting in
order to reduce the need for
successive booster doses”.

As the virus evolves and
until new vaccines are available,
“the composition of current
Covid-19 vaccines may need to
be updated”, the group said.

According to the WHO,
331 candidate vaccines are
being worked on around the
world. The UN health agency
has so far given its stamp of
approval to versions of eight
different vaccines.

Earlier this week, Pfizer Inc
chief executive Albert Bourla
said a redesigned Covid-19
vaccine that specifically targets
the Omicron variant is likely to
be needed and his company
could have one ready to launch
by March.

From Page 1
Overall, Maharashtra

reported 46,000 fresh Covid-19
cases in the last 24 hours,
almost 12000 more than
Tuesday. The State positivity
rate currently stands at 21.4 per
cent.  At present, there are
around 2.25 lakh active cases in
the State.

State Health Minister
Rajesh Tope said, “More than
2.25 lakh active cases in the

State, total 86% are in-home
quarantine, while less than 1%
people are on oxygen sup-
port.”“Many people are doing
self rapid antigens testing, so I
request if they are doing self-
testing then one must inform
the local authorities too,” he
added.

The sharp rise came after
four days of decline in daily
cases. Tuesday was the fourth
day in a row when Mumbai

witnessed a dip in daily Covid-
19 infections. Of the 16,420
new cases, 83 per cent patients
are asymptomatic, the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation said in its daily
release.

Meanwhile, as many as
21,390 more people tested pos-
itive for Covid-19 across
Karnataka in the last 24 hours,
taking the state’s positivity rate
to 10.96 per cent, said State
Health Minister K Sudhakar
on Wednesday. Of them,
Bengaluru accounted for
15,617 new cases, which is a 44
per cent hike in daily infections
as compared to Tuesday. The
city also saw six deaths.
Meanwhile, the Centre on
Wednesday asked people to
strictly follow Covid-appro-
priate behaviour and said the
current pandemic in India is
driven by Omicron and it is
not common cold. The World
Health Organization (WHO)
too cautioned against treating

Covid-19 as an endemic illness
like flu, rather than as a pan-
demic.

Officials from the Union
Health Ministry said that daily
positivity rate has shot up from
1 per cent a few days ago to 11
per cent.  The test positivity rate
-- the percentage of all coron-
avirus tests performed that
turn out to be positive -- is an
important metric through
which the public health system
keeps a tab on the level of
Covid-19 transmission.

“Some cities are reporting
even higher percentages like 25,
30 per cent and even 60 per
cent in some places,” said Lav
Agarwal, Joint Secretary
(Health), at a press conference
here as he pointed out that as
many as 300 districts in India
are reporting weekly Covid
case positivity of more than 5
per cent.

In fact, Ahmedabad district
in Gujarat has reported 21.5 per
cent Covid-19 positivity rate as
compared to the State’s average
of around eight per cent, as per
the district-wise test figures
released on Wednesday.
Besides, the positivity rate in
Surat is over 11 per cent, also

higher than the state’s average.
Agarwal urged people not

to treat infection due to
Omicron variant as the com-
mon cold and get vaccinated. It
said Maharashtra, West Bengal,
Delhi, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka,
Uttar Pradesh, Kerala and
Gujarat are emerging as States
of concern due to the rise in
Covid cases
there.Concurrently, Covid
cases have been rising global-
ly with January 10 recording
the highest ever single-day rise
of 31.59 lakh cases worldwide,
he said

He said, “Emerging States
of concern reporting high pos-
itive rates are Maharashtra
with a positivity rate of 22.39
per cent, West Bengal 32.18 per
cent, Delhi 23.1 per cent and
Uttar Pradesh (UP) 4.47 per
cent. India’s Omicron tally is at
4,868, with Maharashtra top-
ping the list.”While addressing
the media, Niti Aayog Member
(Health) Dr VK Paul said,
“Omicron is not common cold,
it’s our responsibility to slow it
down. Let’s Mask Up and get
vaccinated, whoever is due.
It’s a fact they (vaccines) are
helpful to an extent.

Vaccination critical pillar of our
Covid response.”

Dr Paul also said that there
should be a rational approach
for medicine use. “We are con-
cerned about the overuse and
misuse of drugs. Don’t overuse,
it will have aftermath. Have
warm water, do gargles in
home care,” he further added.

All symptomatic cases,
including risk contacts, to be
tested for Covid, said ICMR
chief Dr Balram Bhargava,
adding that asymptomatic cases
are not required to get tested
unless they are at high risk.
“Home quarantine is manda-
tory for all contacts for 7 days
as per guidelines,” he 
said.

India added 1,94,720 new
coronavirus infections taking
the total tally of Covid-19 cases
to 3,60,70,510 which includes
4,868 cases of Omicron variant,
according to the Union Health
Ministry data updated on
Wednesday. 

The active cases increased
to 9,55,319, the highest in 211
days, while the death toll
climbed to 4,84,655 with 442
fresh fatalities, the data updat-
ed at 8 am stated.
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From Page 1
The court directed the

Registrar General of the Punjab
and Haryana High Court to
provide all the seized docu-
ments pertaining to the secu-
rity arrangements made by the
Punjab Government for the
Prime Minister’s January 5 visit
immediately to the panel head.  

On January 5, Modi’s con-
voy was stranded on a flyover
due to a blockade by protesters
in Ferozepur after which he
returned from Punjab without
attending any event, including
a rally. The top court’s order has
come on the plea of an organ-
isation, Lawyers Voice, seeking
a thorough investigation into
the breach in Modi’s security in
Punjab to ensure there is no
such incident in the future. 

The petitioners were rep-
resented by former ASG
Maninder Singh and support-
ed by Centre stressing on the
need of a probe on breach of
security of the Prime Minister. 

The SC had taken note of
the concerns of the Punjab
Government that its officials
are being condemned by the
Central Government panel
without any proceedings and
ordered, “All inquiries should
stop.”      

The Centre had justified
the issuance of show-cause
notices, saying they were based
on “admitted non-compliance
of statutory schemes” on the
role of state police with regard
to providing security to the
Prime Minister. 

The apex court on the very
first day of arguments stopped
the probe panels of Centre
and Punjab Government. The
State Government protested
to SC about the showcase
notices issued by the Centre,
even after the apex court’s
intervention.
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From Page 1
“I tried to raise my voice

against the exploitation of
backward but I was ignored.
Even the party high command
did not listen to me. For the last
five years, I was praying for my
mukti and today I am happy
that I am out of that bondage,”
he said.Deputy Chief Minister
Keshav Prasad Maurya put out
a tweet urging Chauhan to
reconsider the move. “If any
family member strays, it is
very sad. I can only appeal to
the respected leaders who are
going, please don’t get on a
sinking ship or it will be their
loss. Big brother Dara Singh,
please reconsider your deci-
sion,” Keshav wrote.

These resignations have
given a big dent to BJP’s OBC
leadership before an election
where the party’s main chal-
lenger is Akhilesh and back-
ward votes are critical.

Chauhan, who is from
eastern UP, joined the BJP in
2015 after quitting Mayawati’s
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP). He
was a BSP MP from 2009 to
2014. When he joined the BJP,
he was made the national pres-
ident of the party’s OBC unit.

The resignations began on
Tuesday with Maurya deliver-
ing the first blow. Four MLAs
followed - Roshan Lal Verma,
Brijesh Prajapati, Bhagwati
Sagar, and Vinay Shakya.

All of them are likely to
join Samajwadi Party on
January 14 as Maurya had
claimed that he will make a
decision after meeting his sup-
porters. “Wait till January 14
and you will know how many
people are joining with me,”
Maurya said.
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From Page 1
For the study, researchers

from the University of Bristol
developed an apparatus that
allowed them to generate any
number of tiny, virus-contain-
ing particles and gently levitate
them between two electric
rings for anywhere between
five seconds to 20 minutes,
while tightly controlling the
temperature, humidity and UV
light intensity of their sur-
roundings, the report said.

They found that the viral
particles start to rapidly lose
water and dry out when they
exit the relatively moist and

carbon dioxide-rich conditions
of the lungs.

The transition to lower
levels of CO2 is associated
with a rapid increase in pH --
factors which disrupt the virus’s
ability to infect human cells.
However, the speed at which
the particles dry out varies
according to the relative
humidity of the surrounding
air, the report said.

When this was lower than
50 per cent -- similar to the rel-
atively dry air found in many
offices -- the virus had lost
around half of its infectivity
within five seconds, after which
the decline was slower and
more steady, with a further 19
per cent loss over the next five
minutes.

At 90 per cent humidity -
roughly equivalent to a steam

or shower room - the decline in
infectivity was more gradual,
with 52 per cent of particles
remaining infectious after five
minutes, dropping to about 10
per cent after 20 minutes, after
which there was no difference
between the two conditions.

But, the study showed that
the temperature of the air
made no difference to viral
infectivity, contradicting the
widely-held belief that viral
transmission is lower at high
temperatures, the report said.

“It means that if I’m meet-
ing friends for lunch in a pub
today, the primary (risk) is like-
ly to be me transmitting it to
my friends, or my friends
transmitting it to me, rather
than it being transmitted from
someone on the other side of
the room,” said Reid.

From Page 1
The apex court permitted

petitioners to bring it to the
notice of local authorities about
such event, which are going to
take place, and which accord-
ing to the petitioners, are con-
trary to the penal law. The plea,
which specifically referred to
the “hate speeches” delivered
between the “17th and 19th of
December 2021 at Haridwar
and Delhi”, has also sought
compliance of apex court’s
guidelines to deal with such
speeches. 

The Uttarakhand Police
had filed an FIR on December
23 last year under various pro-
visions of the Indian Penal
Code against some persons,
including Sant Dharamdas
Maharaj, Sadhvi Annapoorna
alias Pooja Shakun Pandey,
Yati Narsinghanand and Sagar
Sindhu Maharaj. A similar
complaint was filed with the
Delhi Police for the second
event organised in the nation-
al Capital. The plea said that no
effective steps have been taken
by Uttarakhand and Delhi
police.
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From Page 1
He said though there was partial disengagement

in the region, the “threat by no means has reduced.
“We have continued to maintain the highest levels
of operational preparedness while at the same time
engaging with the Chinese PLA through dialogue,”
he said.

The Chief also said the Army is more than ade-
quately prepared to deal with any military ramifi-
cations of China’s new land boundary law.

“We will continue to deal with the Chinese PLA
in a firm and resolute manner,” he said adding nec-
essary safeguards are in place to take care of any con-
tingencies. 

Fielding a question on China stepping up its
infrastructure projects in the region, Naravane said
it was not restricted to building barracks.  The
Chinese are constructing roads, bridges and tunnels
and “we have equally matched them.  

No way we are lagging behind and are evenly
matched,” he said. Naravane said India has also
enhanced its efforts to build roads and other infra-
structure in the border areas of the country.  The ini-
tiative was undertaken in a holistic and compre-
hensive manner, he said adding major efforts are
undertaken to see what all dual-use infrastructure
in the border areas can be made use of. The Army
chief said the response by his forces to Chinese
attempts to unilaterally change the status quo was
very robust.  “We are much better prepared to meet
any challenge that is thrown up at us,” he said.
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New Delhi: The Delhi Police
has arrested 28 people, includ-
ing 25 women, for allegedly
cheating people with a fake
loan scheme under the Pradhan
Mantri Rozgar Yojana, officials
said on Wednesday. The rack-
et was unearthed when a
woman, a resident of Rohini
Sector 5, made a complaint to
the police about being cheated
of her money. 

In her complaint, she
reported receiving a call from a
man named Satish Kumar who
introduced himself as a bank
employee and offered her a
loan of �6 lakh under the
PMRGP, police said.  According
to the scheme, the woman was
asked only to repay � 5 lakh, and
� 1 lakh was supposed to be
waived as subsidy. The accused

asked her to transfer �21,500 to
avail the loan offer, and lured by
the easy terms, she transferred
the amount, a senior police
officer said. 

Later, the accused stopped
picking her calls, they said. 
Upon her complaint, the details
of bank accounts of the com-
plainant as well as of the accused
were checked. 

It was found that the cheat-
ed money was further trans-
ferred from the account of
Satish Kumar to the account of
Shubhan Khan, the officer 
said.  Police got a tip-off and
conducted a raid on Tuesday at
an establishment opposite GTK
Depot, Ramgarh, in
Jahangirpuri area from where
the call centre was being oper-
ated. PTI

New Delhi: Ahead of the civic
polls in Delhi, the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) on Wednesday
upped the ante against the BJP
and accused it of preparing to
lease out heritage buildings in
the national Capital to private
players for undue gains.

The first in the line is a
heritage building in Mehrauli
which falls under the jurisdic-
tion of the BJP-ruled South
Delhi Municipal Corporation
(SDMC), AAP leader Atishi
said at a press conference.

The SDMC in its agenda
for the next meeting of its
standing committee has pro-
posed to auction this 250-
square metres heritage build-
ing, she said and slammed the
BJP over the move 
asking it to hand over all the
heritage buildings to AAP's
Delhi Government for their
upkeep and maintenance if it
was not able to take care of
them.

There was no immediate
reaction from the BJP on the
AAP's accusations. PTI

Gurugram: Amid rumours of a lock-
down in Gurugram, Deputy
Commissioner (DC), Dr Yash Garg, on
Wednesday said that the Covid infec-
tion in Gurugram is in control and there
is no requirement of a lockdown
according to the current situation in the
district.  

The people of the district, especially
the workers, should not panic but take 
precautions.

The Deputy Commissioner said
that production units and industries are
running regularly in Gurugram and the
rumours being spread about workers
migrations were found to be baseless.  

"Workers are not going anywhere
from Gurugram," he said.

Patron, Daulatabad Industrial Area
Association, Vinay Gupta said that
industrial units are being operated
regularly and the rumours of workers
going to their respective states are
false and misleading. There is no infor-
mation of any worker leaving Gurugram
from the industrial area.  

State Secretary, Federation of Indian
Industry, Deepak Maini and officials of
Sector 37 Industrial Association also
said that industries are running prop-
erly in their area and there is no prob-
lem of workers as most of the workers
are coming to work. SR
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Congressmen organised a
function to mark the birth-

day of Congress General
Secretary Priyanka Gandhi in
the national Capital on
Wednesday.

The Party’s Delhi unit vice-
president Jai Kishan organised
a programme in Mangolpuri,

Sultanpuri, Jahangirpuri, Rani
Bagh and adjoining areas and
distributed blankets and warm
clothes to the needy people.

Jai Kishan along with party
workers visited different tem-
ples, mosques, gurudwaras and
churches in the city and dis-
tributed blankets, clothes,
sarees and suits to women,
poor and the needy.
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The Aam Aadmi Party's (AAP’s) chief ministerial face for the
Punjab Assembly polls will be announced next week, party

national convener Arvind Kejriwal said on Wednesday.
Targeting the Charanjit Singh Channi-led Government over

the law and order situation in the State, he said, “Justice will be
delivered in old sacrilege incidents and culprits will be given the
strictest punishment". “Be it a matter of PM's security or com-
mon man's security, it shall be ensured,” he said.

Kejriwal also slammed the Congress and the Badal family
for allegedly looting the State for the past several years. “A tie
up of Congress and the Badal family has been going on for the
last several years. Both the Congress and the Badal family have
been looting Punjab. It will now come to an end. Punjab will wit-
ness prosperity and good time for Punjab is going to come,” he
further said.

New Delhi: The Special Cell of Delhi Police has nabbed a 31-
year-old associate of Tillu gang, who was the main conspirator
of shootout in Rohini Court in which gangster Jitender Gogi was
killed, after a brief exchange of fire from north Delhi’s Narela
Industrial area. The accused has been identified as Rakesh
Tajpuriya, a resident of Alipur. Police said that Rakesh is one of
the most active members and sharp shooter of Tillu gang. 
He was carrying a reward of �50,000 from Delhi Police. One semi-
automatic pistol with three live cartridges and three empty shells
recovered from the spot, police said.Rakesh was the main con-
spirator behind the killing of their rival Jitender alias Gogi in Rohini
Court last year as per directions of Sunil Tillu from jail, police
said. According to Jasmeet Singh, the Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP), Special Cell, on Tuesday police received specific
inputs that Rakesh would come near Xing Chemical Factory Road,
Narela Industrial area around 10 pm to meet his associate.

“Acting on the inputs, a trap was laid at around 10 PM by the
police team and Rakesh was seen riding a bike near the spot. He
was asked to surrender, but the accused dropped his bike and fired
two rounds at police. Police also fired one round and overpow-
ered Rakesh,” said the DCP.

“Rakesh was involved in more than 12 criminal cases, includ-
ing of murder, attempt to murder, extortion, in Delhi and Haryana
in last 10 years. Rakesh was also wanted in a most sensational case
of broad day shootout in Rohini Court on September 24, 2021
in which Jitender Gogi was killed. Gogi was gunned down by the
two gangsters of Sunil Tillu gang who had entered the court com-
plex in the dress of lawyers,” said the DCP.

“Both the shooters and arms used in the shootout were
arranged by Rakesh as per directions of Sunil Tillu and he him-
self remained outside the court during the shootout. In 2020 and
2021, Rakesh, along with his associates, had killed Sonu Kanda,
Kulbir Mathur and Nitesh, all members of Gogi gang. In 10 years
long gang war between Tillu and Gogi, around 25 persons on both
sides have so far lost their lives in Delhi and Haryana,” said the
DCP. SR
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The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
will implement a 10-point

‘Punjab Model’ to create a new-
age and prosperous State after
forming the Government, party
national convener Arvind
Kejriwal announced on
Wednesday.

“We have prepared a
‘Punjab Model’ based on a 10-
point agenda as per inputs from
the people of Punjab for the
advancement of the State. We
will create so many job oppor-
tunities that children who have
gone to Canada will begin to
return to Punjab within five
years,” he said.

The AAP Government will
put an end to the drug mafia
and make Punjab drug-free.
AAP will get the harshest pun-
ishment for all those accused of
sacrilege and will restore peace
and brotherhood in Punjab, he
said.

“Will make Punjab free of
corruption, and like Delhi peo-
ple's work will be done without
the use of money. We will trans-
form Punjab's education system
in the same way that we have
transformed Delhi's education
system. AAP will build luxuri-
ous government hospitals in
Punjab as well as 16,000 mohal-
la clinics where every Punjabi
will receive free treatment,” he
said.

Kejriwal said that the AAP
government will provide 24x7
free electricity supplies in

Punjab and will deposit one
thousand rupees in the accounts
of all women over the age of 18.
“We will also fix the farming
system in Punjab and end cor-
ruption by eliminating Raid
Raj to help traders. Congress
and Badals ruled in partnership
in Punjab; looted every paisa of
public funds from the hands of
the poor. All the parties have
come together to defeat AAP
and Punjabis once again; but
this time the whole of Punjab is
ready to fail their plans,” he
added.

The AAP national conven-
er further said that in Punjab,
the AAP Government will build
16 thousand Mohalla clinics.
“Punjab generates great
amounts of electricity. Despite
this, Punjab suffers from lengthy
power outages. Electricity is
now the most expensive com-
modity in Punjab. Just as we
have 24 hour electricity supply
and free electricity provision
within Delhi, we will provide
free electricity for 24 hours.

The eighth agenda item is
that every woman over the age
of 18 will receive a monthly
deposit of one thousand rupees
into her bank account. The
ninth is, the farming system will
be fixed,” he added.
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Delhi on Wednesday registered 27,561 daily fresh cases
of Covid 19 while the positivity rate was at 26.22 per-

cent, according to Delhi State Health Bulletin.
Health Minister Satyendar Jain said that the number

of coronavirus cases has stabilized in the national
Capital with 40 deaths related to coronavirus reported in
one day. Surprisingly, while addressing the media he had
hinted that restrictions in Delhi will be lifted, however,
the health bulletin indicated Delhi is facing a tough time
in dealing with active cases.

“It seems like Covid cases have stabilised in Delhi,
soon we will see a decline," Jain told reporters. "If Covid-
19 cases come down in 2-3 days, restrictions will be lift-
ed.” “Delhi is likely to see around 25,000 cases today,” Jain
had told reporters earlier in the day.

Meanwhile, according to the health minister, the
patient's admission rate has stabilized and 85 percent of
beds are available. “Majority of patients admitted to ICU
are there because of comorbidities,” “If you have no symp-
toms and no comorbidities, there is no need to have a
Corona test,” the Minister added, urging people to fol-
low Covid appropriate behavior.

Elaborating Covid cases trend in the city, he said that
for the last few days, close to 20,000 cases have been arriv-
ing daily, and  positivity rate has consistently been around
25%. Aside from that, the number of people admitted to
hospitals is not growing. Only 2,209 of the existing total
14,621 reserved beds for Corona are occupied, with the
remaining 12,412 beds remaining vacant. This means that
85 percent of the beds are still available, and the Delhi
Government has made plans to increase them if 
necessary,” he added.
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Inaugurating the 25th
National Youth Festival in

Puducherry  on  the birth
anniversary of Swami
Vivekananda, Prime  Minister
Narendra Modi on Wednesday
asked youth to do "research" on
the forgotten  freedom  fight-
ers  who did not get "recogni-
tion" and bring them to the
forefront.

During the event, the
Prime Minister via video con-
ferencing unveiled selected
essays on “Mere Sapno ka
Bharat” and “Unsung Heroes of
Indian Freedom Movement”.

These essays have been
selected from submissions by
over 1 lakh youth on the two
themes.

Swami Vivekananda's
birthday is celebrated as
National  Youth  Day on

January 12.
The Prime Minister said,

"We have had many such fight-
ers in the freedom struggle,
whose contribution did not
get the recognition that they
deserved. The more our youth
write, research about such dig-
nitaries, the more awareness
will increase in the coming
generations of the country."

He also called upon the
youth to be vocal and con-
tribute in the drive for cleanli-
ness.

The Prime Minister also
inaugurated a Technology
Centre of the MSME Ministry,
established at Puducherry with
an investment of about Rs.
122 crore. He also inaugurated
the Perunthalaivar Kamarajar
Manimandapam – an audito-
rium with an open-air theatre.

Greeting  the nation on
National Youth Day and "bow-
ing" to Swami Vivekananda, the
Prime Minister said his birth
anniversary in this year of
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav is all
the more inspiring.

The Prime Minister noted
the added significance of this
period as the celebration of the
150th birth anniversary of Sri
Aurobindo and also the 100th
death anniversary of Mahakavi
Subramanya Bharathi is falling
in the same period.

“Both these sages have a
special relationship with

Puducherry. Both have been
partners in each other’s literary
and spiritual journey”, the
Prime Minister said.

Commenting on the young
profile of the ancient country,
the Prime Minister said today,
the world looks at India with
hope and faith. Because, India’s
demography is young, and the
mind of India is also young.

"There is youth in India’s
potential, and in its dreams.
India is young in its thoughts
as well as in its consciousness.
India’s thinking and philosophy
have always accepted change
and there is modernity in its
antiquity", he said.

The Prime Minister said
that the youth of the country
have always come forward in
times of need. Whenever the
national consciousness gets
divided, youth like Shankar
come and stitch the country in

the thread of unity as Aadi
Shankracharya. In times of
tyranny, sacrifices of youth
like the Sahibjaade of Guru
Gobind Singh Ji guide us even
today. When India needed sac-
rifice for its freedom, young
revolutionaries like Bhagat
Singh, Chandrashekhar Azad
and Netaji Subhas came for-
ward to dedicate their lives to
the country.

"Whenever the country
needs spiritual regeneration,
sages like Aurobindo and
Subramnayan Bharathi come to
the scene", the Prime Minister
said.

Union Ministers  Anurag
Singh Thakur, Narayan Rane,
Bhanu Pratap Singh Verma
and Nisith Pramanik, Dr
Tamilisai Soundararajan and
Chief Minister of Puducherry
N. Rangaswamy also virtually
attended  the function.
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has issued

a Provisional Attachment
Order under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA), attaching over Rs
72.32 crore lying in various
bank accounts and payment
gateway accounts of Kudos
Finance and Investments
Private Limited, an Indian
NBFC company, and its various
fintech partner companies.

The ED is conducting
money laundering investiga-
tion against a number of Indian
NBFC companies and their
fintech partner Mobile
Applications (Apps) which
were booked by Telangana
Police in multiple FIRs for
illegal lending and for using
extortionist means to recover
exorbitant rate of interest from
their customers.

The ED investigation
revealed that various Indian
companies which were flush
with investments from
China/Hong Kong created
memorandum of understand-
ings (MoUs) with defunct
NBFCs and gave security
deposits in the name of 'per-
formance guarantees', the
agency said in a statement.

“The NBFCs opened sep-
arate Merchant IDs (MIDs)
with Payment Gateways like
Paytm, Razorpay, etc and
allowed these fintech compa-
nies to start full scale online
lending operations. Against
RBI guidelines, Indian NBFCs
allowed fintech companies to
piggyback on their license and
do full scale lending in their
names,” it said.

Mobile Apps of the fintech
companies were providing
unsecured instant micro per-
sonal loans for term ranging
from seven days to 14 days.
They used to deduct 15 to 25
percent of the loan at the time
of disbursement itself in the
name of processing fee. The
rate of interest charged was also
exorbitant, it said.

The Apps captured the
customers’ mobile data by get-

ting various access privileges. In
order to obtain more profits,
they resorted to harsh recovery
measures via call centers.
Personal data of the customers
was misused and calls were
made to the friends and rela-
tives of the customers and
abusive language was used, it
said.

Even social media posts
were made against the default-
ers to shame them. Unable to
bear the level of harassment,
certain people have committed
suicide. These Apps managed
to have a recovery rate of more
than 90 percent and earned
huge profits.

Accused firm Kudos
Finance and Investment Private
Limited is one such NBFC
company which entered into
MoUs with 39 Fintech compa-
nies and illegally accepted
'security deposits' from them
and allowed them to do lend-
ing activity.

With the help of extor-
tionist type call centers, col-
lectively they generated profits
of Rs 544 crore for the Apps
and also earned a commission
of Rs 24 crore. Pavitra Pradip
Walvekar, Director-cum-CEO
of Kudos, was arrested on
December 17 last year for the
offence of money laundering
and is in judicial custody.
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Hyderabad-based vaccine
manufacturer Bharat

Biotech on Wednesday said
that a study has shown that a
booster dose of its Covid-19
vaccine Covaxin neutralizes
the Delta and Omicron variants
of coronavirus.

The company announced
the results from the study con-
ducted at Emory University in
US which showed that sera
from subjects who received a
booster dose of Covaxin six
months after getting a prima-
ry two-dose series of the same
vaccine neutralized the SARS-

CoV-2 Omicron and Delta
variants.

The study will be shortly
published on pre-print server,
medRXiv, it said.

"Sera samples from indi-
viduals who received a boost-
er of COVAXIN (BBV152)
were observed to be effective in
neutralizing Omicron and
Delta variants on a live virus
neutralization assay. The neu-
tralization activity of COVAX-
IN-boosted sera was compara-
ble to what has been observed
in mRNA vaccine-boosted sera
against the Omicron variant,"
it said in a release.

More than 90 per cent of

all individuals boosted with
Covaxin showed neutralizing
antibodies. All participants
received an initial two-dose
schedule of Covaxin at Day 0
and Day 28, Bharat Biotech
said.

"Data from this prelimi-
nary analysis show individuals
receiving a booster dose of
COVAXIN have a significant
immune response to both the
Omicron and Delta variants.
These findings suggest that a
booster dose has the potential
to reduce disease severity and
hospitalisations," said Mehul
Suthar, Assistant Professor at
Emory Vaccine Center, who led

the laboratory analysis.
Last week, the company

had announced the results of its
trial studying the immuno-
genicity and safety of Covaxin
as a booster dose and said the
vaccine is safe and highly
immunogenic against all the
variants of the coronavirus.

"The phase 2, double-blind,
randomized controlled
Covaxin trial demonstrated
long-term safety with no seri-
ous adverse events," Bharat
Biotech had said, adding that
Covaxin booster dose neutral-
izes Alpha, Beta, Delta, Zeta
and Kappa variants.
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The Government has revised
the discharge policy for

Covid-19 patients after cate-
gorising the severity of the dis-
ease into mild and moderate.

Addressing the media, Lav
Agarwal, Joint Secretary, Union
Health Ministry said after a
review meeting by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi over
Covid situation, the Ministry has
revised their discharge policy
with severity categorized into
mild and moderate cases.

He  said that patients with
mild symptoms can get dis-
charged after seven days of test-
ing positive and having experi-
enced no fever for three succes-
sive days. “Mild case discharge
after at least 7 days from testing
positive & non-emergency for 3
successive days, no need for
testing prior to discharge,” he
added. In moderate cases –  if
there is resolution of symptoms,
the patient maintains O2 satu-
ration> 93% for 3 successive days
(without O2)..such patients will
be discharged,” the official added.

On the other hand, if the
patient’s symptoms do not
resolve and they continue to
need oxygen support, they will
be discharged only after their O2
saturation sustains above the pre-
scribed level for three consecu-
tive days (without support) and
their co-morbidities are stable.
According to the M inistry,
"Omicron has a substantial
growth advantage over Delta as
per WHO...Data from South
Africa, UK, Canada, Denmark
suggests a reduced risk of hos-
pitalisation for Omicron.
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Terming the incident as
“highly regrettable” in

Nagaland last month in which
14 civilians were killed, Army
chief General MM Naravane
said here on Wednesday law of
the land will prevail.  He also
said the Court of Inquiry is
likely to submit its findings in
the next two or three days.

A Major General is head-
ing the Inquiry team asked to
probe into all the aspects lead-
ing to the incident on
December 4 in Mon district.  In
a case of “mistaken identity,”
the Army allegedly killed some
civilians travelling in a mini-
bus. 

Irate village folks then
clashed with the Army team
leading to the death of a soldier
and the Army reportedly open-
ing fire killing some more
civilians.  In all, 14 civilians
died in the incident leading to
mass unrest in the state. 

The state government
immediately set up a Special
Investigation Team (SIT) com-
prising high police officials.
They recently questioned near-
ly 30 elite commandos of the
army reportedly involved in the
ambush which reportedly
resulted in the killing of civil-
ians.

Naravane said "appropriate

action", as required to uphold
the law of the land, will be
taken based on the investiga-
tion.  He said the Army has
standard operating procedures
(SOPs) that encapsulate its
operational experience and
"appropriate action" will be
taken and corrective measures
instituted to further refine the
SOPs based on the outcome of
the investigation.

In the aftermath of the
incident, the Eastern
Command was quick inorder-
ing an inquiry. It is headed by
a Major General. That inquiryis
in its final stages and the find-
ings would be submitted in a
day or two, Naravane said. 

The Chief also said the
force has been cooperating
fully with the SIT and both the
probe teams are taking the
statements from a cross-section
of people that will help in hav-
ing a greater understanding of
what has happened.

"Based on the findings of
the inquiry, appropriate action
will be taken. I would like to
clarify that the law of the land
is paramount and we will
always uphold that and take
action as required in upholding
the law of the land," he said.

On overall security in the
North-East, Naravane said the
situation remained under con-
trol, noting that a robust secu-
rity posture has significantly
curtailed the operational space
for terrorists.

Referring to insurgents
ambushing an Assam Rifles
convoy in Churachandpur dis-
trict of Manipur in November
last year killing a Commanding
Officer, he said one incident is
not reflective of the overall sit-
uation in the North-Eastern
region.  The Army Chief said
gradual de-induction of the
Army units has taken place
from areas where the security
situation has improved.
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Not allowing to let go
Congress off the hook on

the issue of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's alleged "secu-
rity  breach", the BJP on
Wednesday asked as to why the
Punjab DGP gave an "all clear"
to his route and accused the
State Government  of deliber-
ately ignoring the security
threat to the PM.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here, BJP leader and
Union Minister Smiriti Irani
alleged that security protocol
was breached  by an "active
connivance" even as state Police
officials informed their supe-
riors about the protestors. She
asked who in the  Opposition
party sought to benefit from
the breach.

Irani cited a 'sting' done by
a news channel which pur-
portedly showed some Punjab
police officials saying that they
informed their superiors about
protestors blocking the route of
Modi's motorcade but no
action was allegedly taken.

"What is extremely dis-
concerting is that Punjab Police
officials have highlighted how
they continuously engaged with
the Congress government and
administration in Punjab to
bring to light the threat to the
security of PM and his route.
The question this expose begets
who in the Congress-led gov-
ernment in Punjab continued
to deliberately ignore these
threats to the PM's security,"
she asked. "Why did the state
DGP give 'all clear to PM''s
route?”

" Why did the Punjab CM
brief a private citizen (Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra) on the PM's
security protocol and the
breach? Why is the private cit-
izen, who is a part of the
Gandhi family, an interested
party,” the Union Minister fur-
ther asked. 

Ex-servicemen affiliated to
the BJP have also submitted a
signed memorandum to
President Ram Nath Kovind
expressing  "serious concern"
over the "security  breach".

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday has already
appointed a committee chaired
by its former judge Indu
Malhotra to inquire into a
security breach that led to the
Prime Minister’s convoy being
stuck on a flyover in Punjab on
January 5. Eom
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The Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting (MIB)

on Wednesday asked television
monitoring agency Broadcast
Audience Research Council (
BARC) to release the ratings of
news channels with immediate
effect, along with data for the
genre for the past three months,
for fair and equitable repre-
sentation of true trends.

As per the revised system,
the reporting of news and
niche genres will now be on a
‘four week rolling average con-
cept’. 

TRP ratings were with-
held since October 2020 after
Mumbai Police’s case against
many TV channels for manip-
ulating the ratings. BARC CEO
Partho  Dasgupta was arrested
by Mumbai Police for allega-
tions of accepting money for
hyping the TRP ratings. 

“In the spirit of the TRP
Committee Report and rec-
ommendations by the Telecom
Regulatory Authority of India
(TRAI), BARC has undertak-
en revision in its processes, pro-
tocols, oversight mechanism
and initiated changes in gov-
ernance structure”, the ministry
said in a statement.

“The reconstitution of the
Board and the Technical
Committee to allow for the
induction of Independent
Members has also been initi-
ated by BARC. A permanent
Oversight Committee has also
been formed. The access pro-
tocols for data have been
revamped and tightened.

“According to the revised
system, the reporting of News
and Niche Genres shall be on
a 'four week rolling average
concept', the ministry said in a
statement. The ministry has
also set up a 'working group'
under the chairmanship of
Prasar Bharti CEO for consid-
eration of leveraging the Return
Path Data (RPD) capabilities
for the use of TRP services, as
also recommended by TRAI
and the TRP Committee
Report. The committee shall

submit its report in four
months' time, the ministry
said.

BARC has indicated that in
view of the changes undertak-
en by it, they are reaching out
to related constituencies to
explain the new proposals and
are in readiness to actually
commence the release accord-
ing to the new protocols.

In an official order, the
ministry said the Joint Working
Group will study different
aspects of the data capturing
including RPD in context of the
audience measurement, inter-
national practices, security of
the viewership data etc.

"The Group may study
successful global best prac-
tices in RPD, like that of
Canada, the models/ pilots
undertaken in lndia by BARC
and other independent exper-
iments by DTH operators and
other relevant stakeholders and
formulate a mandate for com-
bining the data sources includ-
ing RPD, if so decided with the
existing sampling methodolo-
gy(ies)," it said.

The Joint Working Group
shall have Prasar Bharati CEO
S S Vempati as the chairperson,
and five members - one each
from Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technology,
Bureau of Indian Standards,
BARC, All India Digital Cable
Federation and Harit Nagpal,
president of the DTH
Association.
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New Delhi: The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has arrested
Director of Hoewelai Jinsu, Hong
Kong, SAR, China Ltd., Anup
Nagaral under Prevention of
Money Laundering Act (PMLA)
in a case connected with fraud
committed on banks under the
guise of Merchant Trade. The ED
had initiated money laundering
investigation on the basis of
FIR dated July 18, 2009, regis-
tered by the High Ground Police
Station, Bengaluru City.

Nagaral, is Director of
Hoewelai Jinsu, Hong Kong,
SAR, China Ltd. in the buyer leg
of tripartite merchandise trade.

He is one of the accused in the
Prosecution Complaint filed by
ED on July 28, 2021 following
which summons was issued
against him, the ED said in  a
statement.

Further, Nagaral returned to
India and appeared before the
CBI. The CBI arrested Nagaral
in December, 2021 and pro-
duced him before CBI Court
where he was enlarged on bail,
it said.

As Nagaral was not appear-
ing before the PMLA court for
trial, the Special PMLA Court
issued Warrant of Arrest dated
December 31, 2021. PNS
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New Delhi: President Ram Nath Kovind on Wednesday greet-
ed citizens for Lohri, Makar Sankranti, Bhogali Bihu and Pongal
among others, saying he prays that these harvest festivals devel-
op spirit of fraternity among the people.

“I pray to God that these festivals develop the spirit of fra-
ternity among the people while prosperity and happiness pre-
vail in our country,” the President said.

The President has greeted his fellow citizens on the eve of
Lohri (which falls on 13th January), Makar Sankranti, Pongal,
Bhogali Bihu, Uttarayan and Paush Parva (which fall on 14th
January), a statement issued by the Rashtrapati Bhavan said.

A majority of the festivals celebrated in our country depict
our integral relationship with nature and agriculture, he said. 

The festivals of Lohri, Makar Sankranti, Pongal, Bhogali Bihu,
Uttarayan and Paush Parva, mark the harvesting season of crops
as the winter season ends and ushers in the spring, Kovind 
said. 

People enjoy the fruits of good harvest and celebrate these
festivals which also underline the need to preserve our envi-
ronment, he said, adding that it is not only an example of Indian
diversity but also that of unity in diversity of our country. PTI

Moradabad: A special court
here has acquitted all 74
accused, including UP Cabinet
Minister Bhupendra Singh
Chaudhary and local BJP MLA
Ritesh Kumar Gupta, for
allegedly attacking policemen
during the protest in Kanth
area of the district in 2014.

The protest was called by
the then opposition party BJP
against the Moradabad admin-
stration for removing a loud-
speaker from a Dalit temple in
Kanth police station area.

On Tuesday, Additional
District and Session Judge
Punit Kumar Gupta of MLA-
MP court here acquitted all the
accused, who were on bail, for
want of proof.

Additional District
Government Counsel (ADGC)
Maneesh Bhatnagar said the
prosecution will move the
upper court if required after
studying the court order.

The incident took place on

July 4, 2014 when the BJP had
called a mahapanchayat, in
defiance of state orders banning
it, against the removal of loud-
speaker from the Dalit temple
in Muslim-dominated-
Akbarpur village in Kanth area
of Moradabad in June by the
police.

The clashes began after
the police lathicharged and
fired bullets in the air to dis-
perse the crowd.

The stone-pelting by the
BJP workers had allegedly left
the then district magistrate
with severe head injuries. The
police, however, succeeded in
pushing back the mob from the
railway tracks, where hundreds
had obstructed the way for
hours, affecting train schedules.

The prosecution produced
24 witnesses, including then
District Magistrate, before the
special court during the hear-
ing but couldn't prove the fault
of accused. PTI

Mumbai: Shiv Sena MP Sanjay
Raut on Wednesday claimed a
political change was imminent
in poll-bound Uttar Pradesh
and the recent move by a State
Minister and some other BJP
MLAs to leave the saffron
party was just the beginning.

Talking to reporters here,
Raut also said he wants to tell
the people of Goa, where polls
to the 40-member Assembly
are scheduled on February 14,
not to fall prey to monetary
inducements, and that the Shiv

Sena will stand against any such
move by the BJP in the coastal
state.

In a jolt to the BJP in Uttar
Pradesh, OBC leader Swami
Prasad Maurya resigned from
the state cabinet on Tuesday
and three other MLAs
announced they are quitting
the party.

Raut on Wednesday said,
"This is just the beginning and
politics in Uttar Pradesh is set
for a change."

Referring to the Goa poll
scene, the Shiv Sena's chief
spokesperson said,  "Our fight
is against notes (money power)
of the BJP."  

"The Shiv Sena is the com-
mon man's party. We want to
tell the people not to fall prey
to monetary inducements," he
said.

To Devendra Fadnavis's
reported comment that unlike
Maharashtra, the BJP will not

allow the sale of mandate in
Goa, Raut said leaders like
Pravin Zantye and Michael
Lobo had quit the saffron party
in Goa under Fadnavis's watch. 

After the 2019
Maharashtra Assembly elec-
tions, the Shiv Sena fell out with
long-term ally BJP over the
issue of chief ministerial post.
The Uddhav Thackeray-led
party later tied-up with the
NCP and Congress to form
government in the state. 

Raut had on Tuesday said
the Shiv Sena will contest 50
seats in Uttar Pradesh, where
elections to the 403-member
Assembly will be held in phas-
es over the next two months.

He had also said that in
Goa, discussions were on for an
alliance with the Congress and
NCP, and if the Sonia Gandhi-
led party does not agree, the
Sena will contest the elections
on its own. PTI 

Panaji: TMC MP Sushmita
Dev has said the Opposition
parties in the country need to
think of an alternative against
the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi before
going to the people to seek
votes.

Talking to PTI in Goa on
Tuesday, Dev claimed that
Trinamool Congress (TMC)
president Mamata Banerjee is
coming up as a "formidable
force" against Modi.

Dev also said the TMC has
not entered the Assembly poll
fray in Goa to cut the
Congress's votes, and that the
Banerjee-led party has to go to
other states to expand the
organisation.

The Assembly polls to all
40 seats in Goa will be held on
February 14.

Targeting the Congress,
Dev said there are issues with
the Sonia Gandhi-headed
party. "It is the oldest party, it
has the strongest base, but why
do they fail against Modi?" she
asked. 

"There is a big question in
this country, Modi versus who?

We have to answer that ques-
tion. Unless we answer that
question, we cannot go to the
people," the Rajya Sabha mem-
ber said. 

Dev said the need of the
hour at the national level is to
find an alternative because the
"Congress has not answered the
question, Modi versus who?"

Asked whether the TMC
wants to pitch Mamata
Banerjee as the prime ministe-
rial candidate (in the next Lok
Sabha polls), Dev said the
prime ministerial face of the
opposition has to be a collec-
tive decision.

“When people expected
Sonia Gandhi to be the prime
minister, she sacrificed (the
post) for Dr Manmohan Singh.
So, Mrs Gandhi is capable of
making big sacrifices, that is her
plus point. She may chose to sac-
rifice for anybody, and I think
Mamata Banerjee is coming up
as a leader at the national level-
a formidable force against
Narendra Modi,” she said.

Dev said what the future
holds for the country is not
known. 

"Politics is very dynamic.
The idea is to save the nation,
which is a commonality among
the parties that are not from the
RSS or BJP background," she
commented.

Dev also asserted that the
TMC is not in the fray for the
upcoming Goa Assembly elec-
tions to cut votes of the
Congress.

“If you keep that logic,
then no new party will come
out of its own state. If you go
on telling new parties that you
are there to cut the votes, that
means for next 100 years, there
should be no other party.
Today, for the TMC to expand,
we have to go to other states,”
she said.

In the 2017 Goa Assembly
elections, the Congress had
emerged as the single largest
party by winning 17 out of the
total 40 seats. However, the BJP
then quickly tied-up with some
regional parties and indepen-
dents to form government in
the coastal state.

The Congress is now left
with just two Assembly seats in
Goa. PTI
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The Madras High Court in a
judgment which would go

down in history as a landmark
verdict upheld on Wednesday
the death sentence awarded by
a trial court to the accused in
a rape and murder case. The
bench consisting of judges S
Vaidyanathan and G
Jayachandran quoted profuse-
ly from Thirukural, the Holy
Quran and The Bible along
with previous judgments by the
Supreme Court to explain why
they were rejecting  the appeal
filed by the accused challeng-

ing the trial court verdict.
The prosecution case was

that a seven year old girl of a
mentally challenged mother
was enticed and wooed by
Samivel alias Raja , the sole
accused, and took her to  a
secluded place and subjected to
aggravated penetrative sexual
assault. The incident happened
on June 30, 2020 at 3 pm. After
fulfilling his desires the accused
murdered the girl in a grue-
some manner and dumped
her body in a temple pond sit-
uated in a secluded area.

The girl belonged to sched-
uled caste community. When
her father came to know that
she has not returned home
even after 6 pm, he filed a miss-
ing person complaint with the
local police station. It was on
the next day some local resi-
dents came across the dead
body of the girl lying in the
unused pond covered with
shrubs and plants. The inves-

tigation by the local police
based on the revelations made
by local people took them to
Samivel who spilled the beans
on interrogation.

The charge sheet framed by
the investigating officer estab-
lished the culpability of the
accused beyond any doubt and
hence the sessions judge,
Pudukottai sentenced Samivel
to death penalty describing
the case as a rarest of rare cases,
a benchmark specified by the
apex court.

The High Court judges
concurred with the findings of
the trial court. "We find that the
judgment of the Trial Court
fulfilled all the touchstone to
determine that it is one of the
rarest of rare cases for imposi-
tion of death sentence, as impo-
sition of any other punishment
much less life imprisonment is
completely insufficient and
inadequate and would not meet
the ends of justice. Taking into

consideration the brutality of
attack, the barbaric manner in
which the deceased child was
murdered and the mental
agony undergone by the par-
ents, we find that except death
sentence, no other sentence will
be adequate. We have exam-
ined this case more carefully
and having given our anxious
thought to the facts, we have
found that the mitigating cir-
cumstances in favour of the
accused herein is no match to
the aggravating circumstances,"
said the Justices.

The justices further stated
that they were little hesitant ini-
tially to take away a life of a per-
son by way of a judicial order
and thought of converting the
punishment into the one of life
imprisonment. “But, after due
deliberation and contempla-
tion, we were reminded of the
preaching of Lord Krishna to
Arjuna in the battle field that
everyone is going to disappear

from the World, even if he
(Arjuna) does not shoot the
enemies with arrows, even
though they are relatives /
known persons. Further saying,
when a particular duty is given
to a person, he has to discharge
the same without fear or
favour”.

Their Lordships also point-
ed out that no religion will
encourage murdering of other
fellow human being. “In the
Holy Quran, it is unequivocal-
ly stated, "Whosoever killed a
person... it shall be as if he had
killed all mankind" (5:32). In
the Bible (Numbers 35:30-31),
it is ascribed that “ If anyone
kills a person, the murderer
shall be put to death on the evi-
dence of witnesses. But no
person shall be put to death on
the testimony of one witness.
Moreover, you shall accept no
ransom for the life of a mur-
derer, who is guilty of death,
but he shall be put to death”.
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With corona positive rates
rising to an alarming

level in Bengal and particular-
ly Kolkata, Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on
Wednesday asked the Ganga
Sagar bound pilgrims to exer-
cise “utmost caution” and
“cooperate with the
Government in following coro-
na protocols”.

Despite repeated appeal
from the medical fraternity
and the Opposition parties, the
Bengal Government has decid-
ed against banning Ganga
Sagar Mela this year.

The Chief  Minister’s
appeal to the people came on
a day when Health Ministry
reports said that Kolkata had
recorded more than 60 percent
positivity rate in the past one

week where as the figure for the
State had gone up to an alarm-
ing 32 percent mark.

“We want to receive you all
but the way Omicron has been
infected people is a cause of
great concern … we have no
other way but to impose strict
norms as per the Calcutta
High Court order,” the Chief
Minister said appealing to the
pilgrims. 

She said no person without
double dose vaccinations
would be allowed to proceed to
Ganga Sagar Islands. The State
Government had arranged for
vaccinating people with the
second dose right at the start-
ing point at Babu Ghat in
Kolkata, she informed.

“One sample of high pos-
itivity rate will suffice,” said a
senior official of the Indian
Railways adding “about 4,000
employees of the Eastern
Railways have tested positive.”
The “only silver lining” was
however that total daily rate
had slightly dipped in Kolkata
which was little more than
6,000 infections on Tuesday as
compared to about 8,000 a

day or two before, said Dr
Diptendra Sarkar of the State-
owned SSKM Hospital.

Following the surge in daily
cases, Bengal’s tally of active
casesstood at 1,02,236. The
State also recorded 19 deaths in
the past 24hours. Currently, its
caseload and toll stand at
17,95,430 and 19,936 respec-
tively. “It seems that the infec-
tions are gradually shifting
towards the rural and semi-
urban areas and districts which
has to be taken care of by the
Government,”  Dr Sarkar said.

Meanwhile, in a deter-
mined show of intent the
Diamond Harbour adminis-
tration on Wednesday vacci-
nated more than 50,000 people
in ten hours, officials said.
Diamond Harbour parliamen-
tary constituency is represent-
ed by Trinamool Congress
national general secretary and
the Chief Minister’s nephew
Abhishek Banerjee.

The TMC MP had earlier
directed the administration to
show an ‘intentof purpose’ by
vaccinating at least 30,000 peo-
ple, officials said.
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Lucknow: Ex-BJP leader
Swami Prasad Maurya on
Wednesday said he was not
going back to the saffron camp
and indicated joining
Samajwadi Party on Friday.

Maurya, who quit as
Minister on Tuesday, claimed
that his resignation from the
Cabinet has triggered an earth-
quake in the BJP.

Meanwhile, a Sultanpur
district court during the day
issued an arrest warrant against
him in a seven years old case in
which he was accused of mak-
ing objectionable comments
against Hindu deities. Asked if
Sanghmitra Maurya, his daugh-
ter and a BJP MP from Badaun,
will follow the suit, he said she
would take a call on her own.

Though he hasn't yet
announced joining Akhilesh
Yadav, the five-time MLA from
Padrauna in Kushinagar,
thanked the SP chief for wel-
coming his decision to quit the
state cabinet.Akhilesh had
shared a photograph of him
with Maurya after the latter's
high voltage resignation from
the BJP Tuesday.Asked who
else is joining SP with him,
Maurya said "everything will be
clear on January 14".Maurya
ruled out returning to the BJP
despite efforts by its several
leaders to placate him. PTI
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The external teacher offers
only the suggestion which
rouses the internal teacher to
work to understand things.
Then things will be made
clearer to us by our own power
of perception and thought, we
shall realise them in our own
souls.” As one recalls the 1996
UNESCO Report on the shape
of education in 21st century,
popularly known as Delores
Commission Report, the phi-
losophy of education given by
Swami Vivekananda finds
mention in its title: “Learning:
The Treasure Within!” In these
times of growing emphasis on
innovations and entrepreneur-
ship, critical thinking and ana-
lytical skills could be acquired
in educational institutions only
when the teacher and the
taught reorient their peda-
gogical strategies to fit in
Swamiji’s eternal parameters.
He repeatedly emphasised that
mere acquisition of informa-
tion is no education. Real
education is “life-building,
man-making, character-mak-
ing, assimilation of ideas”.

Education forms charac-
ter, enhances the strength of
mind, expands the intellect
and prepares one to stand on
his own feet. It has universal
acceptability; the only issue is
how to implement it in its true
spirit. The National Education
Policy (NEP-2020) recognis-
es the need to promote learn-

ers’ holistic development:
“The policy’s vision is to instil
among learners a deep-root-
ed pride in being Indian, not
only in thought but also in
spirit, intellect and deeds, as
well as to develop knowledge,
skills, values and dispositions
that support responsible com-
mitment to human rights,
sustainable development and
living and global well-being
thereby reflecting a truly glob-
al citizen.”

The way out of the pre-
vailing moral crises, besides
countering the erosion in
moral, ethical and humanis-
tic values, is to refocus learn-
ing process on character for-
mation, value inculcation and
internalisation. That alone
could pave the way for that
much sought-after goal of
global peace and harmony,
reduction in violence and
disproportionate investments
in preparation for wars.
Education systems must
realise that most of the con-
cerns facing humanity today,
like climate change and deple-
tion of biological resources,
are created by humans. This
could be halted only by men
and women of competence,
commitment and character to
connect to humanity, cutting
across all man-made bound-
aries. India has a great oppor-
tunity to lead in this direction;
it has the experience, knowl-

edge, wisdom and skills to
proceed ahead. Swamiji’s own
comprehension of history and
historical forces was so deep
that he could predict “India
would be free within 50 years
in unforeseen circumstances”.
Further, he had correctly pre-
dicted the first Proletariat
Revolution would take place
in Russia. Regarding India, his
prediction was that it would
“someday rise to great heights
of prosperity and power, far
more than she has done in
past”. This, too, would mate-
rialise.

There are prominent
indications in what he said in
the final session of World
Parliament of Religions: “The
seed is put in the ground and
earth, air and water are
placed around it. Does the
seed become earth, air or
water? No, it becomes a
plant.” He continued: “Similar
is the case with religion. The
Christian is not to become a
Hindu or Buddhist, nor a
Hindu or Buddhist is to
become a Christian. But each
must assimilate the spirit of
others and yet preserve his
own individuality.” This must
become the universal objec-
tive of all religions and
humanity.

(The author works in 
education, social cohesion and
religious amity. The views
expressed are personal.)

������������	�
���������������	��
Sir — The resignations of Swami Prasad
Maurya and Dara Singh Chauhan from
the Yogi Adityanath Government ahead
of the UP Assembly election come as a
big jolt for the BJP. These resignations are
of consequence in view of these leaders’
popularity among the backward classes.
Their claims of “gross neglect” and
“oppression” of Dalits, the OBCs, farm-
ers and the youth by the BJP contest its
claim that it accommodates all sections
of society. It is intriguing that this real-
isation dawned upon Maurya and
Chauhan so belatedly. It is possible that
they jumped ship sensing change in the
mood of voters or in response to the
party’s refusal to accede to their
demands.

Whatever the reason, the BJP’s loss
is Samajwadi Party’s gain. By tilting the
caste balance to its disadvantage, Maurya
and Chauhan can upset the BJP’s apple-
cart. True, the exits may strengthen sec-
ularism and social justice in India’s
electorally most crucial State. But it can-
not convincingly counter the charge of
political opportunism and moral bank-
ruptcy. They cannot escape their share
of responsibility for five years of the BJP’s
misrule. As for the saffron party itself,
it may find itself in a vulnerable position.

G David Milton | Maruthancode

��������������������
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Sir —  Thanks for publishing a very
important and useful article, ‘Are libraries
becoming irrelevant today?’ (Jan 12).
Thousands of libraries dotted across the
country, with their majestic facades and
structures, not only look beautiful but
also provide us with bountiful knowledge.
Libraries are practically places of worship
for those who love reading. The altruis-
tic environment and the awe-inspiring
architecture amidst thousands of books
stacked neatly can easily make any book
lover joyous. Books are faithful friends
of the readers. They speak to the read-
ers and keep them engrossed to the extent
that the readers even forget their environs
and enter into the world presented to
them by the book in their hands.

More than being mere storage spaces
for books, libraries are important com-
munity hubs that serve as centres of
learning, professional development and
healthcare. Libraries, which house mate-
rial worth centuries of learning, informa-
tion, history and truth, are important
defenders in the fight against misinfor-
mation. More than books, libraries are
still places where individuals gather to
explore, interact and imagine together.
Said renowned Argentine writer and
essayist Jorge Luis Borges: “I have always
imagined that paradise will be a kind of
a library.”

Ranganathan Sivakumar | Chennai

���	�����������������������
Sir — Test cricket needs a lot of steel-like
rigidness to last for a long time in the
international arena. Roger Taylor, the
mainstay of Kiwi batting, has called it a
day after an illustrious stint of 15 years.
Incidentally, he ended his career with a

Test wicket to mark the culmination of
an impressive career. He played as the
mainstay of New Zealand batting but also
performed the sheet anchor role to per-
fection. As a talisman of New Zealand
cricket, Taylor ended his distinguished
career in style by dismissing last batter
Ebadot Hosssain in style.

Moreover, he finished his career on
a winning note. Taylor stitched many
useful stands while playing in the mid-
dle order and played several momentous
innings in the shorter formats of the
game as well. He was the fulcrum
around which Kiwi batting revolved. He
hit a purple patch as a batter and a bag
of 166 catches put him in the highest and
fittest bracket of fielders. He was an asset
to his side and his absence will be felt for
a long time. 

CKS Nikhil Krishnan | Trichy
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The mere mention of
Swami Vivekananda
inspires and energises
the young and old alike.

In his sojourn of mere four
decades on this planet, he project-
ed ‘true India’ on the global
stage and probably, more signif-
icantly, to Indians! He compre-
hended the past, analysed the pre-
sent and delineated the right
strategy for future. The power of
ideas and power of imagination
are kindled amongst every
inquisitive young person when
the basics of his philosophy are
mentioned. He inspires everyone,
including the teacher and the
taught — when told that what a
man learns is essentially what he
“discovers or unveils”. And this
occurs when the individual takes
the cover off his own soul. He
uplifts the spirit of everyone
when told that the basic essentials
of education, learning and grow-
ing up need to be derived on one
single principle: “Education is
manifestation of the perfection
already in man.” No learner
could ever contest his assertion
on the source of knowledge: “All
knowledge that the world has
ever received comes from the
mind; the infinite library of the
universe is in your mind. The
falling of the apple gave the sug-
gestion to Newton, and he stud-
ied his own mind. He rearranged
all the previous links of thought
in his mind and discovered a new
link among them, which we call
the law of gravitation.”

No genuine pedagogical
process — offline, online or
hybrid — could really achieve its
objective without requisite
emphasis on how every individ-
ual could unearth the treasure
within. One has personally
observed in schools, colleges and
universities how the golden
words and views of Swami
Vivekananda enhance their self-
confidence and infuse an instan-
taneous keenness to know more
about him. The Swami has expec-
tations both from the taught
and the teacher: Purity and a real
thirst for knowledge, as also per-
severance which qualifies the
taught to proceed to unearth the
perfection within. Similarly, the
teacher must know: “No one was
ever really taught by another.
Everyone has to teach himself.
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1863 was six years after the 1857
uprising closer home in India. It was
also the time the US Civil War had
started. It was 35 years since the

founding of the Brahmo Samaj. 46 years
since the Presidency College (as Hindoo
College) in Calcutta had been founded. So,
it was during a chapter of revolt, reform
and renaissance that Narendranath Datta
was born. 

In terms of family history, his own
grandfather had unusually taken sanyaas
at age 25 just after his father had been
born. And the young renunciate had
already been known as a scholar-linguist.
Narendranath’s father had much success
in his profession and was also proficient
in several languages. With these various
gifts and legacies running in his family,
and the social initiatives in his milieu,
Narendranath, born January 12, 1863
would go on to emerge as Swami
Vivekananda.

While none of us can pick the fami-
ly we are born in (it could be argued that
this is decided by one’s deeds in an earli-
er birth!), and inherit many of our capac-
ities and cultural traits, it is the pedagog-
ic, artistic, and intellectual stimuli we
respond to that shapes our uniqueness.
The poems, prayers and songs of our
childhood, the social discussions in the
neighbourhood, the kids we play with, the
books seen at home - they are all making
far deeper and lasting impressions than we
might realise. 

It is the medley of early influences and
subsequent exposure and experience that
can, to a good extent, explain the forma-
tion of an extraordinary individual. In
Swami Vivekananda’s case, many ingredi-
ents can be identified - religiosity, elo-
quence, the gift of languages, a spiritual-
ist temperament, renunciation, a passion
for reform and modernisation... that
seem directly drawn from his family. Then
there are the influences of the poets and
historians in a person’s college curriculum,
the thinkers whose ideas are at the cen-
tre of student discussions, and what the
newspaper editors are writing at the
time. Each one of us is really a complex
aggregate put together from diverse
sources. Yet, for some of us, despite all this,
a dominant direction emerges in which we
develop and a central purpose falls into
place. When this click does happen,
there’s meaning and fulfilment. There’s
great service rendered to a cause. 

One can definitely think of Swami
Vivekananda’s success in entrepreneurial
terms. After all, it was not like joining a
career in government and serving in
assigned roles. In the first part of his jour-
ney, he developed into a yogi through
study and practice, and by assimilating
wisdom from his chosen guru. He then
leveraged the influencing power of his per-
sonality towards serving religious and
social causes - to mobilise manpower,
resources, cooperation and moral support
for projects of material and spiritual
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upliftment. He initiated many
Vedanta centres, monastic mutts,
journals, publishing teams, and
ashrams. He built overseas good-
will for the country by networking
with luminary scholars and enlight-
ened souls in Europe and America.
He delivered the message of the
Upanishads in an impressive way
to broader audiences both within
the country and in many cities of
the world. These are an entrepre-
neur’s pre-requisite - the ability to
mobilise committed teams of size
to work towards identified goals, a
large-scale vision, and the creation
of a constantly learning organisa-
tion. 

When quite young, Narendra-
nath had been attending gatherings
of reformist faith groups that were
looking beyond castes and sects.
Coupled with his interest in what
the treatises of ancient India had to
say on the nature of the cosmos and
the human soul, and his introduc-
tion to the ideas of the political
philosophers of Europe, he devel-
oped and retained an interest in
research. Even today, the blogs and
publications of Advaita Ashrama in
Uttarakhand, or the conferences on
Science and Consciousness organ-
ised in Kolkata reflect this outlook
of extending the horizons of knowl-
edge through constructive dia-
logue. 

As a keen reader of the
Upanishads and as a practitioner of
spiritual sadhana such as medita-
tion, he was largely engaged with
the notion of deliverance or Mukti.
This is a freedom from the cycle of
birth and death. However, a level
of creature comfort and material
advancement is necessary before
people can consider higher accom-

plishments such as self-knowl-
edge and even liberation. Towards
that, a better sustenance and
lifestyle for the masses, and wide-
spread basic education would be
essential and so the evils of colo-
nialism and other oppression
couldn’t be ignored. “To care only
for spiritual liberty and not for
social liberty is a defect, but the
opposite is a still greater defect.
Liberty of both soul and body is to
be striven for”

In the present generation, the
willingness to sacrifice societal
values and the natural environment
to raise personal luxury and to
expand amenities is creating more
miseries than joys. The value of
tempering material progress with
an Erich Fromm-like emphasis
on people more than things is
being brought home to us every
week - whether through a pandem-
ic, global warming, or human cru-
elties. At the same time, the com-
mon man’s exposure to Yoga and
meditation has indeed gone up in
recent years, both through televi-
sion as well as live gatherings. Easy
access to video content has made
it more readily possible for practi-
cally anyone to get some idea of
seers and sages of ancient times had
written, without having to be born
in a sect, caste or linguistic group. 

Indeed, it is a situation that
Swami Vivekananda would hearti-
ly approve of. Digital booklets,
online portals, Youtube videos -
sound guidance on spiritual mat-
ters and salvation is very much
available to anyone with a slight
inclination and adequate leisure. 

The growing awareness in
bureaucratic and political circles
about the Human Development

Index (HDI), and recent global ini-
tiatives such as Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG) are
robust signs of a balance between
quantity and quality, and between
asset building and citizen well-
being. Yet we can’t depend only on
policies, whether of parties or cor-
porates - while they matter very
much, a deeper relationship with
our fellow humans - family, neigh-
bour, colleague, fellow member and
so on - to be concerned with their
welfare to an extent - that core
human value has to be inculcated
early and reinforced from time to
time. As a former professor and
Himalayan trekker from the US,
Baba Ram Dass put it more recent-
ly, “We’re all just walking each other
home”. 

The subject of walking/
trekking will again remind us how
Swami Vivekananda accorded
equal weight to the four Yogas -
Raja, Bhakti, Karma and Jnana - as
viable paths of spiritual progress.
He wrote admirably on each of
them, and his words invite us to
march on ahead on the trails most
suited to our own resources and
temperament. We also realize that
concepts such as freedom, culture,
goodwill cannot be grasped well
enough in economic doctrines.
While we currently use terms like
soul and spirit more in a posthu-
mous than living sense, it would be
a good thing to bring in some
expressions from Indian languages
even while writing in English to
invoke that vital aspect more often. 

Swamiji’s poetry too touches
people because it gets as direct as:
“The mind hungers for peals of
laughter sweet, the heart pants to
reach realms beyond sorrow”.

(The writer is a Creative
Director, advertising

faculty, and an amateur
epistemologist. 

The views expressed
are personal.)

Two questions about
recent events in
Kazakhstan. First, was

last week’s slaughterhouse
battle between “20,000 ban-
dits” and the regime’s police
in Almaty, the country’s
biggest city, really just a quar-
rel among thieves? And sec-
ond, why did Russian troops
get involved?

A special Chatham House
report last month found that
the family and associates of
Nursultan Nazarbayev,
Communist ruler of Soviet
Kazakhstan and then presi-
dent of independent
Kazakhstan for 35 years,
bought 34 properties in
London and southern
England for $720 million in
just the four years 1998-2002.

Everybody in Kazakhstan
knows they are ruled by

thieves. The Russians who
were doing well stayed after
independence and the rest
left. Kazakhs who are doing
well don’t mind the thieves-in-
office either - but most
Kazakhs aren’t doing very well.

They aren’t all dirt poor -
the protests this time were ini-
tially about a doubling in the
price of fuel for cars - but a
recent KPMG report says that
162 people own half the coun-
try’s wealth. Nobody likes that
sort of thing.

So, the peaceful protests
that began on 2 January quick-
ly spread to every corner of the
country - and then things
went crazy in Almaty. On
Wednesday, 5 January, well-
organised groups of people
unknown to the protesters
joined the crowds and began
attacking official buildings.

Equally strange is the fact
that on that same Wednesday
the police left key buildings in
Almaty unprotected. The pres-
idential palace was burned, the
airport was seized, people
were killed - but were they the
right people?

President Kassym-Jomart
Tokayev sounded convinced of
it. “Abroad there are calls for
talks for a peaceful resolution,”
he said on television “What
idiocy! What kind of negotia-
tion can you have with crim-
inals? We are dealing with

armed and well-prepared ban-
dits, both local and foreign,
who should be destroyed. We
must kill them.”

Tokayev was as good as his
word. The shooting was over
by Friday, and police and
troops certainly did kill a lot of
people.  On January 9 they
announced 164 killed and
over 8,000 arrested, including
“a substantial number of for-
eign nationals.” But there were
a couple of loose ends in the
script. 

On the same Wednesday
that the violence started,
President Tokayev dismissed
retired President-almost-for-
life Nazarbayev from his
remaining job as head of the
State Council.

Nazarbayev resigned the
presidency three years ago
because of his age (he is 81),

but everybody assumed he
was really still in charge, and
still grooming his daughter
Dariga for the job. (The pro-
testers shouted “Old man,
go!”) Then suddenly Tokayev
asks for help from Russia’s
President Vladimir Putin -
and Nazarbayev is complete-
ly out of the government.

2,000 Russian troops fly in
within a day. They don’t shoot
any civilians, but once they are
on the ground Tokayev orders
the arrest of the country’s for-
mer intelligence chief, Karim
Massimov, on suspicion of
treason. Massimov was
Nazarbayev’s closest adviser.
Would Tokayev have dared to
arrest him before the Russians
arrived?

I can’t help joining up the
dots, and it looks like a coup
to me. Maybe a failed coup

attempt in which
Nazarbayeva’s people were try-
ing to take power back from an
over-mighty Toakyev who
wanted to be the real boss, not
just a place-holder for Dariga
Nazarbayeva. Or maybe a
move by Tokayev himself to
sideline the Old Man and his
ambitious daughter. Tokayev
admitted himself on Monday
that the protests were really a
coup attempt, but he didn’t say
who was behind it. My guess
is that he was. That he didn’t
actually start the protests, but
that he saw an opportunity in
them.

He needed Russian sup-
port to move against the Old
Man, and he needed an excuse
to invite the Russians in, so he
sent his thugs in to turn the
protests violent and create
that excuse.

Or maybe nothing of the
sort happened, and this is just
another mundane tale of the
rich and powerful crushing the
little people. I’m allowed one
conspiracy theory a year, and
I’m getting it in early.

Either way, I know what
Russia’s motive was. Most peo-
ple forget that the Soviet Union
was just one more European
colonial empire. The only dif-
ferences were that it was a land
empire, and that it decolonised
a generation after the others.

Putin grew up in that
empire, he still mourns its
demise, and he’ll take any
chance he gets to restore
Russia’s dominant influence
there. There’s no coherent
strategy here. Putin is tough
and he can be nasty, but he’s
really a romantic, not a would-
be world conqueror. 
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(Gwynne Dyer’s new book 
is ‘The Shortest History of
War’. The views expressed

are personal.)
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Nepal has reported 3,075
new cases of coronavirus

in the last 24 hours, making it
the highest number single day
infections in the last five
months, the Health Ministry
said on Wednesday. 

The Ministry of Health
and Population said that last
time the daily COVID-19 case
count crossed the 3,000 mark
was in August 2021.

"Nepal recorded 3,075 new
cases of COVID-19  along
with 278 recoveries and two
deaths on Wednesday," the
ministry said in a statement.

The country's Covid - 19
tally has jumped to 936,969 so
far while the number of total
deaths due to the contagious
disease stands at 11,609, a
media report said.  

Taking note of the rising
number of cases of coron-
avirus in the country, the Nepal
government has also imposed
a partial lockdown in the
Kathmandu valley. PTI

Washington: The Biden
administration is increasing
federal support for COVID-19
testing for schools in a bid to
keep them open amid omicron
surge.The White House
announced Wednesday that a
dedicated stream of 5 million
rapid tests and 5 million lab-
based PCR tests will be made
available to schools starting this
month to ease supply shortages
and promote safe reopening of
schools. That's on top of more
than USD 10 billion devoted to
school-based tests authorized
in COVID-19 relief law and
about USD 130 billion ear-
marked in that law to keep kids
in school. Education Secretary
Miguel Cardona said students
need to be in their classrooms
and announcement shows
administration's commitment 

to helping schools stay
open. AP

Sofia: Protesters opposing
COVID-19 restrictions in
Bulgaria clashed Wednesday
with police as they tried to
storm Parliament in Capital of
Sofia. A heavy police presence
prevented protesters from enter-
ing building and some were
detained. Several people, includ-
ing police officers, were injured
during clashes. Eventually, the
protesters were pushed back
and police cordoned off build-
ing. The violence erupted at a
protest rally against mask and
vaccine mandates organised by
a nationalist group that is fierce-
ly opposing Bulgarian govern-
ment's anti-epidemic measures.
"The aim of protest is to remove
restrictive measures and espe-
cially, first of all, the unconsti-
tutional green certificate,"
Kostadin Kostadinov, leader of
the Vazrazhdane party, said
ahead of the protest. AP

London: British Prime
Minister Boris Johnson on
Wednesday extended a "heart-
felt apology" in the House of
Commons in response to
growing anger around reports
of a "bring-your-own-booze"
(BYOB) party in the 10
Downing Street garden during
the height of the UK's first
COVID-19 lockdown in May
2020.Johnson has been under
intense pressure from the
Opposition Labour Party as
members of his own
Conservative Party since an
email invitation for the event
on May 20, 2020 emerged in
the media.Labour Leader Keir
Starmer said Prime Minister
Johnson should "do the decent
thing and resign" over his
"pathetic" excuses and "ridicu-
lous" lies. PTI
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NATO Secretary-General
Jens Stoltenberg said

Wednesday that the military
organization and Russia have
agreed to try to set up more
meetings to ease tensions
between them amid deep con-
cern in the West about whether
Moscow might order an inva-
sion of Ukraine.

Speaking after chairing a
meeting of the NATO-Russia
Council, Stoltenberg said both
parties had "expressed the need
to resume dialogue and to
explore a schedule of future
meetings."

He said that the 30 NATO
countries want to discuss ways
to prevent dangerous military
incidents, reduce space and
cyber threats, as well as arms
control and disarmament,
including setting agreed limits
on missile deployments.But
Stoltenberg said that any talks
about Ukraine wouldn't be
easy. "There are significant dif-
ferences between NATO allies

and Russia  on this issue," he
told reporters, after what he
said was "a very serious and
direct exchange" with Russian
Deputy Foreign Minister
Alexander Grushko and
Deputy Defense Minister
Alexander Fomin.

Stoltenberg underlined that
Ukraine has the right to decide
its future security arrange-
ments on its own, and that
NATO would continue to leave
its door open to new members,
rejecting a key demand by
Russian President Vladimir
Putin that the military organi-
zation halt its expansion.

"No one else has anything
to say, and of course Russia
does not have a veto," he said.
The NATO-Russia Council
was the first meeting of its kind
in over two years. The forum
was set up two decades ago but
full meetings paused when
Russia annexed Ukraine's
Crimean Peninsula in 2014. It
has met only sporadically since,
the last time in July 2019.U.S.
Deputy Secretary of State

Wendy Sherman also under-
lined that any European coun-
try should have the right to join
NATO if it wants to."I reaf-
firmed the fundamental prin-
ciples of the international sys-
tem and of European security:
Every country has the sover-
eign right to choose its own
path," Sherman tweeted as the
meeting, which ran for over
three hours, drew to a close.

The talks come during a
week of high-stakes diploma-
cy and a U.S.-led effort to pre-
vent preparations for what
Washington believes could be
a Russian invasion of Ukraine.
Moscow denies it is planning
an attack. Still, its history of
military action in Ukraine and
Georgia worries NATO.

Russia has around 100,000
combat-ready troops backed by
tanks, artillery and heavy
equipment massed near
Ukraine's eastern border.

Putin says Russia's
demands are simple, but key
parts of the proposals con-
tained in the documents that

Moscow has made public - a
draft agreement with NATO
countries and the offer of a
treaty between Russia and the
United States-won't pass
muster at the 30-country mil-
itary organization. NATO
would have to agree to halt all
membership plans, not just
with Ukraine, and scale down
its presence in countries like
Estonia close to Russia's bor-
ders. In exchange, Russia would
pledge to limit its war games,
as well as end aircraft buzzing
incidents and other low-level
hostilities.

Endorsing such an agree-
ment would require NATO to
reject a key part of its found-
ing treaty. Under Article 10 of
the 1949 Washington Treaty,
the organization can invite in
any willing European country
that can contribute to security
in the North Atlantic area and
fulfill the obligations of mem-
bership.In Moscow earlier,
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov warned that Russia
expects a quick answer.
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Pakistan is willing to make
peace with immediate

neighbours, including India,
under its first-ever National
Security Policy which leaves
doors open for trade with New
Delhi even without the settle-
ment of the Kashmir issue
provided there is headway in
bilateral talks, according to a
media report.

The National Security
Policy, separately endorsed by
the National Security
Committee and the Cabinet
last month, is scheduled to be
formally unveiled by Prime
Minister Imran Khan on
Friday.

Peace with immediate
neighbours and economic
diplomacy will be the central
theme of Pakistan's foreign
policy in the new National
Security Policy, the Express
Tribune newspaper reported
on Tuesday.

The five-year-policy docu-
ment covering a period
between 2022-26, is being
propped up by the Pakistan
government as the country's
first-ever strategy paper of its
kind that spells out the nation-
al security vision and guidelines
for the attainment of those
goals.

The original 100-page pol-
icy, which would be kept under
wraps, leaves the door open for
trade and business ties with
India without the final settle-
ment of the longstanding
Kashmir dispute provided
there is progress in the talks
between the two nuclear-armed
neighbours, an official was
quoted as saying by the paper.

"We are not seeking hos-
tility with India for the next 100
years. The new policy seeks
peace with immediate neigh-
bours," the official said on
condition of anonymity.

If there is a dialogue and
progress, there would be a
possibility of normalising trade
and commercial ties with India
as it had happened  in the past,
the official added.Ties between
India and Pakistan nose-dived
after a terror attack on the
Pathankot Air Force base in
2016 by terror groups based in

the neighbouring country.
Subsequent attacks, including
one on an Indian Army camp
in Uri, further deteriorated
the relationship.

The relationship dipped
further after India's war planes
pounded a Jaish-e-Mohammed
terrorist training camp deep
inside Pakistan on February 26,
2019 in response to the
Pulwama terror attack in which 

40 CRPF jawans were
killed.The relations deterio-
rated after India announced
withdrawing the special pow-
ers of Jammu and Kashmir and
bifurcation of the state into two
union territories in August,
2019.

India has told Pakistan
that it desires normal neigh-
bourly relations with Islamabad
in an environment free of ter-
ror, hostility and violence.

As the new national secu-
rity policy seeks a shift in
Pakistan's approach from geo-
strategic to geo-economics,
there is a renewed optimism of
a possible thaw with India, the
report said."Economic securi-
ty will be the central theme of
the new national security pol-
icy," the official disclosed.

"But geo-economics does
not necessarily mean we over-
look our geo-strategic and geo-
political interests," the official
said, adding the long-standing 

Kashmir dispute with India
has been identified as a 'vital
national policy' issue for
Pakistan.

The official, however, clar-
ified that there were no
prospects of rapprochement
with India under the current
government in New Delhi.The
official said this would be the
first-ever codified national
security policy that would
cover both internal security as
well as foreign policy.

"Only a part of the nation-
al security policy will be made
public," the official clarified,
saying in the rest of the world
such policies often remained
classified.The official said
though Pakistan did have
defence, foreign and internal
policies, the new policy would
act as an "umbrella document"
providing direction for the
future. 
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North Korea says leader
Kim Jong Un oversaw a

successful flight test of a hyper-
sonic missile he claimed would
remarkably increase country's
nuclear "war deterrent."The
report by North Korean state
media on Wednesday came a
day after militaries of United
States, South Korea and Japan
said they detected North Korea
firing a suspected ballistic mis-
sile into its eastern sea.

The Korean Central News
Agency said Tuesday's launch
involved a hypersonic glide
vehicle, which after its release
from rocket booster demon-
strated "glide jump flight" and
"corkscrew maneuvering"
before hitting a sea target 1,000
kilometers (621 miles)
away.Photos released by
agency showed a missile
mounted with a pointed cone-
shaped payload soaring into
sky while leaving a trail of
orange flames and Kim watch-
ing from a small cabin with top
officials. 

The launch was North
Korea's second test of its pur-
ported hypersonic missile in a
week, a type of weaponry it first
tested in September, as Kim
continues a defiant push to
expand his nuclear weapons

capabilities in face of interna-
tional sanctions, pandemic-
related difficulties and dead-
locked diplomacy with United
States. The North has been
ramping up its testing activity
since last fall in what experts
see as an attempt to apply
more pressure on rivals
Washington and Seoul to
accept it as a nuclear power in
hopes of winning relief from
economic sanctions. 

The KCNA said Kim
praised accomplishments made
by his military scientists and
officials involved in developing
hypersonic missile system,
which he described as most sig-
nificant part of a new five-year
plan announced in early 2021
to build up North's military
force.The North has described
new missile as part of its "strate-
gic" weaponry, implying that
system is being developed to
deliver nuclear weapons. 

Hypersonic weapons,
which fly at speeds in excess of
Mach 5, or  five times speed of
sound, could pose a crucial
challenge to missile defence
systems because of their speed
and maneuverability. Such
weapons were on a wish-list of
sophisticated military assets
Kim unveiled early last year
along with multi-warhead mis-
siles, spy satellites.
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Ajudge has — for now —
refused to dismiss a lawsuit

against Britain’s Prince Andrew
by an American woman who
says he sexually abused her
when she was 17.

Stressing Wednesday that
he wasn’t ruling on the truth of
the allegations, U.S. District
Judge Lewis A. Kaplan reject-
ed an argument by Andrew’s
lawyers that Virginia Giuffre’s
lawsuit should be thrown out
at an early stage because of an
old legal settlement she had
reached with Jeffrey Epstein,
the financier she claims set up
sexual encounters with the
prince.

Kaplan said the $500,000
settlement between Epstein
and Giuffre didn’t involve the
prince and didn’t bar a suit
against him now.

Giuffre sued the prince in
August, saying she was coerced
into sexual encounters with
Andrew in 2001 by Epstein and
his longtime companion,
Ghislaine Maxwell.

Andrew’s lawyers had said
the lawsuit lacked specificity
and was disqualified by the deal
she reached in 2009 with
lawyers for Epstein. 

They also attacked the
credibility and motives of
Giuffre, saying in October that
the lawsuit was aimed at
achieving “another payday at
his expense and at the expense
of those closest to him.”

The prince’s lawyers have
said that Andrew never sexu-
ally abused or assaulted Giuffre
and that he “unequivocally
denies Giuffre’s false allegations
against him.” The prince him-
self has strenuously denied
Giuffre’s allegations. 
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Israel’s fragile governing coali-
tion moved to resolve a cri-

sis on Wednesday after Arab
Bedouin staged protests against
tree-planting by nationalists
on disputed land in the Negev
desert. Some protesters on
Tuesday evening hurled stones
at vehicles on a highway near
Beersheba, blocked the railway
line and torched a vehicle.
Police said two officers were
wounded in the violence and
local media reported at least 18
people arrested.

The government
announced a compromise in
which it would complete the
day’s planting and launch nego-
tiations on Thursday.
Authorities withdrew heavy
machinery from the area as the
tensions appeared to ease.

The Bedouin view the
forestry project as part of a larg-
er attempt by authorities to
confiscate grazing lands and
force them into planned com-
munities, a perceived assault on
their traditional lifestyle. Israel
says they need to move into
planned towns so it can provide
public services.

The latest flare-up of the
dispute, which goes back
decades, risks dividing Israel’s
fragile coalition government,

the first to include an Arab
party whose main base of sup-
port is in the Negev.Foreign
Minister Yair Lapid had called
for halting the planting and
reassessing the situation while
the Islamist Ra’am party had
threatened to withhold its votes
in parliament in protest. Both
are members of the fragile
eight-party coalition that runs
the government.

Ra’am, the Islamist party,
secured four seats in the 120-
member Knesset, Israel’s par-
liament, in last year’s elections,
with strong support among
Bedouin citizens of Israel. Party
leader Mansour Abbas wrote

on Twitter that “a tree is not
more important than a person.”

More hawkish members
of the diverse governing coali-
tion had pledged to press on,
undeterred.

Regavim, a nationalist
group that is opposed to nor-
malizing the status of Bedouin
villages, accused the govern-
ment of capitulating to “polit-
ical pressure, strongarm tactics
and violence.”Prime Minister
Naftali Bennett heads an
unwieldy coalition of eight
parties that joined forces in
June to form a government and
end Israel’s protracted political
deadlock. 
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Aprominent Cameroon
lawyer and opposition

member of the senate was shot
dead in the city of Bamenda in
the country's restive North West
region, a member of his politi-
cal party said.Henry Kemende
was shot by suspected sepa-
ratist fighters in the English-
speaking city on Tuesday, said
Jean Michel Nintcheu, from
Kemende's Social Democratic
Front political party.

"The fighters shot him in the
chest at close range," he said,
adding that Kemende was then
rushed to a hospital, where he
was declared dead.Lawmakers
and politicians condemned the
killing, also blaming separatists
who are fighting to create an
independent English-speaking
state in the majority French-
speaking nation.

Violence erupted in 2017 in
Cameroon's English-speaking
North West and South West
regions when teachers and
lawyers protested alleged dis-
crimination at the hands of the
French-speaking majority. The
military reacted with a crack-
down and separatist groups took
up weapons, claiming that they
were protecting civilians.
Kemende, who was elected a
senator for the Social
Democratic Front in 2018, has
always blamed government for
not doing enough to solvecrisis.
"We shall miss courageous, patri-
otic and hardworking
Cameroonian who spent his
last four years advocating for cri-
sis in English speaking western
regions to be solved," said a state-
ment from Denis Nkemlemo,
spokesperson of SDF party. 
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The Biden administration
on Wednesday slapped

sanctions on five North Korean
officials in its first response to
Pyongyang’s latest ballistic mis-
sile test. The Treasury
Department announced it was
imposing penalties on the offi-
cials over their roles in obtain-
ing equipment and technology
for the North’s missile pro-
grams. 

In addition, the State
Department ordered sanctions
against another North Korean,
a Russian man and a Russian
company for their broader sup-
port of North Korea’s weapons
of mass destruction activities.

The moves came just hours
after North Korea said its leader
Kim Jong Un oversaw a suc-
cessful flight test of a hyper-
sonic missile on Tuesday that
he claimed would greatly
increase the country’s nuclear
“war deterrent.”

One of the five North
Koreans targeted by Treasury is
based in Russia, while the other
four are based in China. 

All are accused of provid-
ing money, goods or services to
North Korea’s Second Academy
of Natural Sciences, which
Treasury says is heavily
involved in the country’s mili-
tary defense programs.  

“The DPRK’s latest missile
launches are further evidence
that it continues to advance
prohibited programs despite
the international community’s
calls for diplomacy and denu-
clearization,” said Treasury’s
chief of terrorism and financial
intelligence, Brian Nelson. 

He referred to the North by
the acronym of its official
name: the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea.The sanc-
tions freeze any assets that the
targets have in U.S. jurisdic-
tions, bar Americans from
doing business with them and
subject foreign companies and
individuals to potential penal-
ties for transactions with them.
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DUBAI, United Arab
Emirates: An Iranian employ-
ee of the British Council
detained for more than three
years in Iran and sentenced to
a decade in prison over wide-
ly criticized espionage charges
has been freed and returned to
the United Kingdom, the orga-
nization said Wednesday.

The release of the woman,
Aras Amiri, came as world
powers, including the U.K., try
to revive the tattered 2015
Iran nuclear deal in Vienna.
Iranian and Gulf Arab diplo-
mats also travel this week for
meetings in China, a key sig-
natory of the nuclear accord.

Amiri won her appeal to
Iran’s Supreme Court, the
British Council announced.
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MOGADISHU, Somalia:
A car bomb exploded
Wednesday outside  interna-
tional airport in Somalia’s cap-
ital, Mogadishu, killing at least
eight people and wounding
nine others, a local doctor said.
The al-Shabab extremist group
claimed responsibility for
attack, saying it was targeting
“white officials” passing by.Dr.
Abdulkadir Adam with Medina
hospital told The Associated
Press about death toll.
Witnesses at scene said a pass-
ing UN convoy appeared to be
target in blast near a checkpoint
leading to heavily fortified air-
port, but UN mission said
there were no UN personnel or
contractors in convoy. (AP)
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The Centre has decided to
create several "edge data

centres" in rural and semi-
urban areas to bridge the digi-
tal divide in the country and
also accelerate the pace of dig-
ital transformation by roping in
the Indian Railway’s digital
technology arm RailTel. The
Edge Data Centres are small
data centres located at the edge
of the network, where they are
closer to end users and devices.
Having such kind of facility at
the edge would enable faster
performance and lower latency
as organizations will not have to
move the data to far-flung data
centres to process it.

"Latency has always been a
problem for data centre man-
agers, but in recent times it has
become a critical concern in
view of wide range of next-gen-
eration applications like big
data, the Internet of Things,
Cloud and streaming services,
and other technology trends," a

statement from RailTel said.
RailTel is a central govern-

ment PSU of Ministry of
Railways providing Information
and Communications
Technology (ICT) services and
is one of the largest neutral tele-
com infrastructure providers in
the country owning a pan-India
optical fiber cable (OFC) net-
work of 60,000+RKM (and
growing) along railway track.
The OFC network covers
important towns and cities of the
country and several rural areas.

"Edge data centres will
enable RailTel to deploy IT
infrastructure for ‘caching' of
popular contents to improve
experience of RailWire broad-
band customers as cached con-
tents will then be served local-
ly instead of travelling long
stretch of network. Similarly IT
infrastructure for ‘peering' with
content players can also be
deployed in these Edge Data
Centres which would improve
cost economics for delivery of
contents," the statement said.

Puneet Chawla, CMD,
RailTel said that with the help
of such localized data centres,
rural areas can be served with
low latency applications relat-
ed to digital skills, financial
inclusions, digital literacy etc.

Under the proposed plan,
initial capacity of envisioned
edge data centre at each loca-
tion can be of around 20 racks
(5 KW to 10 KW each).
However, edge data centre with
variable rack and power densi-
ty can be explored according to
the requirement and availabil-
ity of space, power and other
factors at individual locations.

RailTel has around 9300+
points of presence and extensive
optical fiber connectivity along
the railway tracks and across the
premises of Indian Railways,
which makes the basic infra-
structure readily available for
the setting up of such edge data
centres.  RailTel shall have the
responsibility of providing the
telecom/internet connectivity to
the selected business associate.

New Delhi: Rising prices of
essential kitchen items pushed
the retail inflation to a six-
month high of 5.59 per cent in
December, close to the Reserve
Bank's upper tolerance limit of
6 per cent. 

The Consumer Price Index
(CPI) based retail inflation was
4.91 per cent in November
2021 and 4.59 per cent in
December 2020. 

The RBI, which mainly fac-
tors in the CPI-based retail
inflation while arriving at its bi-
monthly monetary policy, has
been tasked by the government
to keep the inflation at 4 per
cent with margin of 2 per cent
on either side (that is, in the
range of 2-6 per cent). 

Retail inflation has been ris-
ing since October 2021. In July
too the rate of price rise was 5.59
per cent but it slowed in the sub-
sequent two months, before
starting to move up from
October.   

As per the data released by
the National Statistical Office
(NSO) on Wednesday, food
inflation was at 4.05 per cent in

December this fiscal compared
to 1.87 per cent in the preced-
ing month. 

In the food basket, inflation
was on higher side in 'cereals
and products', eggs, 'milk and
products', spices, and 'prepared
meals, snacks and sweets' seg-
ments in December over the
preceding month. However, the
rate of price rise was slower in
case of vegetables, fruits, and 'oil
and fats'. In the 'fuel and light'
category, though the inflation
softened from a month ago, it
remained elevated at 10.95 per
cent during the month. It was
13.35 per cent in November
2021.   

The Reserve Bank expects
the inflation print to be some-
what higher over the rest of the
year as base effects turn adverse.
According to the RBI, it is
expected that headline inflation
will peak in the fourth quarter
of the current fiscal and soften
thereafter.  

Aditi Nayar, chief econo-
mist at Icra, said the increase in
CPI inflation in December 2021
relative to the previous month

was primarily led by food and
beverages, and clothing and
footwear.  

There was a welcome mod-
eration in the prints for fuel and
light, and pan, tobacco etc
amidst a mild dip in miscella-
neous items and housing, she
added. "Overall, we expect
the headline CPI inflation to
range between 5.7 - 6 per cent
in Q4 FY2022, as compared to
the MPC's (Monetary Policy
Committee) forecast of 5.7 per
cent.   "While the CPI inflation
has hardened sharply between
November and December 2021,
the uncertainty triggered by
the third wave is sure to take
precedence when the MPC
meets next month. We now see
a negligible likelihood of a
change in stance or reverse
repo hike in the February 2022
policy review," Nayar said. 

With a higher inflation tar-
get, the MPC can choose to pri-
oritise growth revival for much
longer than other major central
banks, for many of whom infla-
tion control has become a press-
ing policy focus, she noted. PTI

New Delhi: India's industrial
production growth remained
subdued for the third straight
month and expanded by 1.4
per cent in November, mainly
due to the waning low base
effect, while the mining sector
showed good performance.

The manufacturing sector,
which constitutes 77.63 per
cent of the Index of Industrial
Production (IIP), grew 0.9 per
cent in November, according to
data released by the National
Statistical Office (NSO) on
Wednesday.

The mining sector output
rose five per cent in November,
while power generation
increased 2.1 per cent. The fac-
tory output recorded double-
digit growth in the four months
from May to August this fiscal.
Then it slipped to 3.3 per cent
in September this fiscal and
recorded a growth of four per
cent, mainly due to waning low
base effect.

In November 2021, the IIP
stood at 128.5 points compared

to 126.7 points in the same
month in 2020. The index
stood at 128.8 points in
November 2019, as per the
NSO data.

Thus, the data showed fad-
ing of the low base effect. The
IIP growth witnessed double-
digit growth from May
onwards this year on the back
of the lower base effect.

The IIP had contracted by
1.6 per cent in November
2020.During April-November
this year, the IIP grew 17.4 per
cent against a 15.3 per cent
contraction in the same period
last year. The data showed
that industrial production
recovered in September 2020
and surpassed the pre-pan-
demic level of September 2019.
The IIP had grown by one per
cent in September 2020.

Industrial production
plunged 18.7 per cent in March
last year following the COVID
outbreak and remained in the
negative zone till August
2020. PTI

New Delhi: Nearly 20 lakh
tonnes of foodgrains have been
distributed for free so far to eli-
gible beneficiaries under the
fifth phase of Pradhan Mantri
Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana
(PMGKAY).

In March 2020, the Centre
had launched the scheme to
provide free foodgrains to over
80 crore beneficiaries covered
under the National Food
Security Act (NFSA) as part of
its effort to reduce the hard-
ships of people during the
coronavirus pandemic.

The additional foodgrains
of 5 kilograms per person per
month is over and above the
normal quota provided under
the NFSA at a highly subsidised
rate of � 2-3 per kg.

The scheme has been
extended several times and is
now valid till March 2022.
Under the fifth phase, which is
from December 2021 to March
2022, the food ministry had
allocated 163 lakh tonnes food-
grains to all States/UTs, for the
four-month distribution peri-
od. "Since the distribu-
tion of only second month has
started recently, the reports
available from the States/UTs,

shows a distribution of about
19.76 lakh tonnes foodgrains to
the beneficiaries so far," an offi-
cial statement said on
Wednesday.

As the distribution of free
foodgrains under the fifth is
presently ongoing, the ministry
said "it is anticipated that the
distribution performance of
the current phase shall also be
on the same high level as
achieved in the earlier phases".

The food department is
continuously monitoring the
lifting and distribution of food-
grains by all States/UTs on a
day-to-day basis, the statement
said. Initially in 2020-21, the
PMGKAY scheme was
announced only for a period of
three months of April, May and
June 2020 (Phase-I).
Later, the government extend-
ed the scheme from July to
November 2020 (Phase-II).

With the COVID crisis
continuing in 2021-22, the
Centre in April 2021 had re-
introduced the scheme for a
period of two months of May
and June 2021 (Phase-III) and
extended it for another five
months from July to November
2021 (Phase-IV). PTI

New Delhi: Prices of residen-
tial plots across eight major
cities have appreciated by an
average of 7 per cent annually
since 2015, while rates of apart-
ments increased by 2 per cent,
according to realty portal
Housing.Com. 

"Residential land is still a
better investment than buying
apartments," Housing.Com
said in a statement. Plots gen-
erated higher capital returns in
India since 2015, it added. 

"Prices of residential plots
appreciated by 7 per cent
(CAGR) annually since 2015
across eight major cities, while
rates of apartments grew by 2
per cent (CAGR) annually dur-
ing this period," the portal
said. D e l h i - N C R ,
Mumbai, Pune, Bengaluru,

Hyderabad, Chennai, Kolkata
and Ahmedabad are the eight
cities tracked by Housing.Com. 

"Residential plots have
been able to generate higher
returns on investment. One of
the reasons could be the limit-
ed supply of plots in big cities
because of the paucity of large
land parcels in the city," said
Dhruv Agarwala, CEO,
Housing.Com, Makaan.Com
and PropTiger.Com. 

The demand for plots and
independent floors have come
back strongly during the
Covid-19 pandemic, he 
said.

Agarwala mentioned that
developers have been trying to
meet this rise in demand by
launching such projects on the
outskirts of big cities. PTI

New Delhi: The country's
exports of textiles and apparel,
including handicrafts, rose to
USD 29.8 billion during April-
December this fiscal as com-
pared to USD 21.2 billion in the
same period last year, an official
statement said on Wednesday.
"Textile sector has continuous-
ly maintained a trade surplus
with exports manifold higher
than imports. In 2020-21 there
was a deceleration in textile
exports due to pandemic dis-
rupting the supply chain and
demand," the textiles ministry
said. 

It further said the govern-
ment has set a target of USD 44
billion for exports of textiles and
apparel, including handicrafts,
and 67 per cent has already been
achieved.   "The last quarter of
FY (fiscal year) always has high-
er activity than the earlier quar-
ters. Industry is hopeful that tar-
gets will be duly met," it added. 

Mumbai: The BSE gauge Sensex
surged over 500 points to recap-
ture the key 61,000-level on
Wednesday as participants
pinned hopes on robust quar-
terly results by companies.

Extending its winning run
for the fourth straight session,
the 30-share Sensex settled
533.15 points or 0.88 per cent
higher at 61,150.04. Intra-day,
the index touched its highest
point at 61,218.19.  Similarly, the
NSE benchmark Nifty climbed
156.60 points or 0.87 per cent to
end at 18,212.35. On the Sensex
chart, M&M, Bharti Airtel, RIL,
IndusInd Bank, ICICI Bank
and Tata Steel were among
major gainers -- rising as much
as 4.68 per cent. In contrast,
TCS, Titan, HDFC Bank, Tech
Mahindra, Wipro and Nestle
closed in the red, shedding up to
1.50 per cent. PTI

New Delhi: The Government
has put on hold the privatisa-
tion of Central Electronics Ltd
(CEL) after the employees
union approached the court
against the sale of the compa-
ny to a little-known firm, a top
official said Wednesday.

Allegations of under-valu-
ation in the �210 crore highest
bid made by the city-based
Nandal Finance & Leasing are
being examined, said Tuhin
Kanta Pandey, Secretary in the
Department of Investment and
Public Asset Management
(DIPAM), which is running the
privatisation process.

The Letter of Intent (LoI)
for sale of 100 per cent gov-
ernment shareholding in CEL
to Nandal Finance & Leasing
has not been issued, as the alle-
gations are being examined,
Pandey told PTI. The gov-
ernment had in November
approved the sale of CEL,
under the Department of
Scientific and Industrial
Research (DSIR), to Nandal
Finance & Leasing for �210
crore. The transaction was
scheduled to be completed by
March 2022. PTI

Mumbai: Rating agency ICRA
on Wednesday said it expects
a miss in the disinvestment tar-
get to cause the Government's
fiscal deficit to print at �16.6
lakh crore or 7.1 per cent of the
GDP in FY2022, overshooting
the budgeted target.

With the state govern-
ments' fiscal deficit projected at
a relatively modest 3.3 per
cent of GDP in FY2022, the
general Government fiscal
deficit is estimated at around
10.4 per cent of the GDP, the
agency said in a report.

In the base case for
FY2023, it sees the
Government's fiscal deficit
moderating to �15.2 lakh crore
or 5.8 per cent of GDP. PTI
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The ninth R K Vir
Memorial lecture was

held in New Delhi virtu-
ally, organised by IREE
along with IET-DLN,
IEEE Delhi Section,
TEMS IEEE Delhi chap-
ter, WIE AG Delhi, IEI
Delhi state.

This year V K Yadav,
former chairman of the
Railway Board  was the
chief guest, N Venkatesan,
former member-electri-
cal, Railway Board  and
Rajesh Tiwari, former
member-traction were the

guests of honour. S K
Kashyup, the general
manager presented the
key note lecture.

Kashyup presented
key insights on ‘Newer
Trends in Electric

Locomotive Technology
on IR’. And, in his lecture,
elaborated on various
trends of electric locomo-
tives. He highlighted the
key role of locomotive
units of Indian Railways
and also focussed on the
future plans and vision of
IR, technological
advancements, indige-
nous manufacturing, et al.

Pramod Kumar, prin-
cipal chief electrical engi-
neer and secretary of
IREE, gave the vote of
thanks.

Indian Railways is taking various initiatives to
increase Non-Fare Revenue (NFR) in order to

boost up earnings apart from the traditional source
of income in the wake of Covid pandemic. 

Metro Railway, as part of Indian Railways, is
playing a pivotal role in this initiative and various
innovative steps have been taken up by Metro
Railway Authority to increase the revenue of Metro
Railway which is in general totally dependent on pas-
senger earnings. 

As part of this initiative, Metro Railway has been
focussing on the earnings through advertisements
inside and outside Metro rakes, hoardings in open
space and earnings from new sources like installing
health check up kiosks at different stations etc.

Metro Railway has also innovated new ideas like
11     station co-branding, Card Balance Checking
Terminal (CBCT) branding, Automatic Smart Card
Recharge Machine (ASCRM) branding, AFC-PC
gates branding, installation of food kiosks, ATMs of
different banks, smart card branding, and so on. This
has helped to increase the Non-Fare Revenue to a
large extent. 

Metro Railway has earned �2.72 crores in the
month of December, 2021 and has ranked third
amongst all Zonal Railways.

Athree-day workshop
on Advances in

Applied Mathematics and
Computational Methods
(AAMCM) was conduct-
ed by the department of
mathematics, VIT-AP
University at VIT AP
University, Amaravati
from January 7-9.

During his address,
Prof S Srinivas, dept of
Mathematics emphasised
on how computational
methods are important in
solving real world prob-
lems. There were 13
invited talks by speakers
from reputed institutes
and industry. The work-
shop was enriched with
their valuable insights
and contributions. 260
participants, across the
country, and few from
foreign registered for this
workshop. 

This workshop will

provide a prominent plat-
form for researchers inter-
ested in pursuing problems
in the field of applied
mathematics and help
address real world prob-
lems. This workshop also
draws focus and intro-
duces modern mathemat-
ical software packages like
MATLAB, MATHEMAT-
ICA and PYTHON that

are essential in addressing

the computational chal-
lenges arising in solving
mathematical models. 

Dr Satyanarayana
Badeti thanked Dr S V
Kota Reddy, vice chancel-
lor, Dr CLV Sivakumar,
registrar and Dr Santanu
Mandal, the dean of School
of Advanced Sciences.
Scholars, faculty, staff were
also present.

In its 50 years of exis-
tence,  TAPARIA

TOOLS LIMITED (TTL),
a Mumbai based hand
tools manufacturing com-
pany has deployed every
known right method to
market its products across
the country. This was
necessary, as it initially
had formidable competi-
tion, mainly from tool
manufactures in the
unorganised sector and
other Indian companies.
TTL today commands

almost 70-75 per cent
market share in the
organised sector.
“Marketing a high quali-
ty hand tool is quite a
task,” says CMD of TTL.

Taparia believes that
hand tool is an extension
of a human hand.

Whereas human hand
performs many remark-
able activities but there
comes a limitation, for
instance, where some nut
or a screw has to be tight-
ened, the human hand
alone will not be able to
do it and there comes the

role of a hand tool.
Besides the sale in

India, TTL tools have
been exported to a num-
ber of countries since
inception to UK,
Germany,  Denmark,
Sweden, Norway, Finland,
U.S.A., Canada, Mexico,

Brazi l ,  Panama,
Argentina,  Paraguay,
Uruguay, Ethiopia, Kenya,
Dubai,  Hong Kong,
Thai land,  Eg ypt,
Australia, and so on. 

Seeing the recent
trend of quality conscious
consumers opting for
sophisticated but reason-
ably priced ‘do-it-your-
self ’ tools. The company
has launched a variety of
home tool kits for house-
wives and kids and utili-
ty sets for vehicles. 

Celebrities have joined  ‘No Mask
No Metro’ campaign  of Metro

Railway to make commuters aware
about the importance of following
Covid protocols. Film director
Sandip Roy, Thespians Debshankar
Haldar, Subhasis Mukherjee, actor
Paran Bandyopadhyay, actress
Ritabhari Chakraborty, singers
Raghav Chattopadhyay and Saikat
Mitra,  ex-Indian  cricketer and
Bengal coach Arun Lal, ex-Indian
cricketer Laxmi Ratan Shukla,
Bengal Ranji captain Abhimanyu
Eshwaran, secretary of Cricket
Association of Bengal Snehasish
Ganguly, ex-Indian footballers
Mihir Bose, Prasanta Banerjee,
Krishnendu Roy and Syed Rahim
Nabi, and secretary of Indian

Football Association Joydeep
Mukherjee are participating in this
campaign. In their video messages,
they have requested  metro users to
always wear mask properly and also
maintain all Covid protocols. These
messages are being played on plat-
form televisions of metrostations as
well as on social media.

On-duty RPF staff, officials of

Operating & Commercial
Department and Metro Rail Police
conducted ‘No Mask No Metro’
campaign on January 12 at
Dumdum, Belgachia, Shyambazar,
Sovabazar-Sutanuti, Girish Park,
Mahatma Gandhi Road, Central,
Chandni Chowk, Esplanade, Park
Street, Maidan, Rabindra Sadan,
Netaji Bhavan, Jatin Das Park,

Kalighat, Rabindra Sarobar,
Mahanayak Uttam Kumar,
Masterda Surya Sen, Kavi Nazrul,
Kavi Subhash stations and as well as
inside the running metros.

Metro RPF has been conduct-
ing ‘No Mask No Metro’ campaign
at all 33 stations of North-South
and East-West Metro as well as
inside running trains in order to

sensitise metro commuters about
this deadly virus. In these cam-
paigns, on-duty RPF staff have
been requesting all to always wear
the mask properly, maintain social
distancing and follow all other
Covid protocols in the Metro
premises with the help of loud
hailers. 

On-duty station staff are also
requesting commuters to maintain
social distancing inside the trains,
in front of booking counters and at
the platforms. Regular announce-
ments are also being made through
Public Address System of all sta-
tions requesting commuters to co-
operate with the metro authority
and co-passengers to maintain all
Covid protocols.

RITES Limited, a transport
infrastructure consultancy and

engineering company, signed a
memorandum of understanding
(MoU) with SMEC Group to coop-
erate and explore infrastructure
projects. 

The MoU will enable RITES
and SMEC to collaborate and
cooperate to explore, identify,  pur-
sue, and jointly execute mutually
beneficial business opportunities in
the infrastructure  sector. It will

allow both companies to leverage
each other’s expertise and tech-
nologies to optimise operations
and expand on a global level. 

The collaboration will facilitate
knowledge sharing and the devel-
opment of business  proposals,
including exploring consultancy
opportunities arising at various
g o v e r n m e n t / s e m i
government/autonomous bodies
or authorities/private entities/mul-
tilateral-funding agencies.   

As part of the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav celebrations,
Krishan Pal Gurjar, Union Minister of State for Power

& Heavy Industries, inaugurated a webinar on ‘Power Plant
Flexibilisation — A Key to Grid Stability’ and ‘Industry 4.0
— Success with Smart Solutions’, held at BHEL’s electron-
ics division, Bengaluru. Inaugurated via video conferencing,
the webinar was graced by senior officials of BHEL’s customer
organisations, industry associations and technology partners.
More than 800 participants logged-in to the webinar while
several others watched the proceedings through webcast
mode.

Speaking on the occasion, Gurjar stated that BHEL is
working towards the progress of the nation by providing
superior engineering systems in power and industrial sec-
tors, including products and services. He said that power
plant flexibilisation and implementation of Industry 4.0 are
important for enhancing power generation with accent on
reducing carbon emissions and said that he was glad to know
that BHEL has already started offering solutions in the areas
of power plant flexibilisation and Industry 4.0 to customers.

Earlier, Dr Nalin Shinghal, CMD, BHEL, while address-
ing the participants, said that BHEL has made noteworthy
efforts towards meeting the infrastructural needs of the
nation and referred to the numerous developments taken
up in this direction. He also said that BHEL’s electronics divi-
sion, Bengaluru played a key role in offering control systems
and IT-based solutions for power plants and traction.

Addresses were also delivered by  KVS Baba, CMD,
POSOCO; Sami Riekkola, president of Valmet Automation,
Finland and B C Mallick chief engineer, CEA, besides other
eminent speakers from NTPC, Valmet Automation, Steag,
IESA, IIT-Chennai and BHEL. 

We all aspire to live in the
cleanest possible sur-
roundings, but seldom

take the ownership for it. Noida,
a part of the NCR that has been
emerging as a well-planned glob-
al city for both residents and
businesses, set an example for all
the rapidly developing cities with
its miraculous display of grit,
determination and responsibility.
The city recently bagged the
Cleanest Medium City (popula-
tion of three-10 lakh) in Swachh
Survekshan 2021, an annual sur-
vey of cleanliness, hygiene and
sanitation in India. 

“Noida deserves rank one in
the list of cleanest cities, and I hope
all the NGOs will work even
harder to make it happen. Big
thanks to HCLF’s Clean Noida
project for establishing Noida’s
Integrated Command Control
Centre. HCLF has a huge role in
helping us to sensitise villages and

making sure that this movement
reaches the rural areas of Noida,”
said Ritu Maheshwari, chief, Noida
Authority, as she thanked and con-
gratulated all the partners work-
ing for this movement. The high

rank achieved in Swachh
Survekshan Survey 2021 is a
miraculous victory as in 2018, the
city was at 384th position and is the
fourth cleanest in the country now. 

This has been a result of

months of organised and struc-
tured efforts by the foundation.
On-ground campaigns and door-
to-door awareness surveys were
conducted to drive behavioural
change in citizens. Cleanliness
staff was trained regularly on how
to segregate waste and best prac-
tices to manage solid waste. HCLF
not only trained the staff and res-
idents through campaigns, it also
distributed litter bins, collection
carts and was involved in city
beautification activities through
wall art and graffiti. 

“The Clean Noida Project
works with over 90 RWAs across
the city. The residents of these sec-
tors are grateful for the initiatives
and knowledge imparted by the
foundation. It takes years to drive
a behavioural change. Clean Noida
has been working rigorously since
2018 to ensure Noida emerges as
a clean city. Our aim is to look at
development, hygiene and ensure

people live in peace and harmo-
ny,” expressed Laxmi Narayin,
president, RWA, Sector 19. 

The city has also received a
five-star garbage-free city rating,
a higher achievement from hav-
ing received a 3-star garbage-free
city rating in 2020. They have
adopted about 8 villages as part of
their Chakachak Village initiative.
The workers have worked relent-
lessly to ensure these areas are
converted into model villages. The
village homes have their own
composting pits and are being
trained to convert into zero waste
villages. 

There have been celebratory
events in market places, villages
and RWAs to keep the awareness
going. Cleanliness is equal to
Godliness — the adage comes
alive as you see the Clean Noida
team in action. One can only hope
the whole country takes inspira-
tion from their exemplary work.  

Bring up education systems around
the world in a conversation and it’ll

be hard not to mention India. With
over 250 million school-going children,
our nation has one of the largest edu-
cation systems across the globe. The
pandemic harshly reminded us how a
country like ours needs a hybrid situ-
ation for students where they can learn
offline and online. 

Having faced limited acceptance
before, Ed Tech start-ups found their
moment in the sun post-COVID-19. In
the last five years, this industry has
gained an investment of around $four
billion and is projected to expand to
$30 billion in the next 10 years. 

Educational institutes were pushed
to adopt remote teaching methods,
meanwhile, Ed Tech start-ups did not
only have the necessary tools but also
the expertise that helped alleviate the
risk that our traditional education
institutes faced. Digital learning has
opened up the doors for anyone who
has a smartphone with an internet con-
nection to learn, re-skill, and up-skill
anytime, anywhere. 

The most powerful thing to come
out of Ed Tech start-ups is the choice
that learners get to customise their
study material to their requirements,
and the chance for teachers and insti-

tutes to become entrepreneurs. 
Several Ed Tech trends are affect-

ing the way education is transforming.
For one, virtual classrooms are some-
thing we can expect more of and get
used to. 

Educational institutions all over
India are catching up on the techno-
logical comfort of operating digitally.
After the first lockdown, a lot of them
learned and are learning to take their
administrative and operational func-
tions online. Whether it’s an annual
calendar, attendance, tests, assign-
ments, or fee transactions, it all became
easier to manage and keep track of on
digital platforms. 

Games and simulations are being
picked up as educational tools to
make learning an immersive and fun

experience. Blockchain technology
makes sure that the applications that
are used for record-keeping, transac-
tions, et al are transparent and secure. 

A lot of work is going into making
Augmented Reality (AR), Virtual
Reality (VR), and Extended Reality
(XR) cost-effective and reliable to
make online learning rather an immer-
sive experience. When the time comes
for it to become more of a common
practise in India, it will definitely rev-
olutionise the educational structure
everywhere.

As the world moves beyond the
regular curriculum and aspires more
for skill development than just a
degree, we can expect quicker tech
adoption in the educational landscape
of 2022. Investment in CRM (customer
relationship management) and LMS
(learning management system) is on
the rise. Where CRM is beneficial for
managing the enrollment processes,
LMS helps in the administration, doc-
umentation, tracking, reporting, and
delivery of courses.

The AR market is predicted to

exceed $5.3 billion by 2023 in the edu-
cation sector. So, we can expect this
technology to be used a lot more and
develop further in 2022. AR has a bet-
ter chance of being adopted in 2022
than VR because the latter requires a
separate headgear, and the former is
more compatible with smartphones. 

Another popular method being
used to make digital learning engag-
ing is ‘gamification’ which refers to the
use of elements and principles of a
game in a non-game context. What this
does is make learning hard things fun
for learners. It helps them increase
their level of engagement. Elements
like point scoring, peer competition,
teamwork, progress indicators, player
control, could be seen being integrat-
ed a lot more in the coming year.

We can all agree that last two years
were milestone years for Ed Tech, but
2022 will be the year when things take
a definitive shape for digital learning
as more educational institutions get on
the same page.

(The author is the founding chair-
man of MyTutorHub.)

Power Grid Corporation of India Limited (POW-
ERGRID) a Maharatna CPSU under Ministry of

Power, Government of India has signed a Joint
Development Agreement with Africa50, the pan-
African infrastructure investment platform to con-
tinue to develop the Kenya Transmission Project on
a public-private partnership basis.

The project entails the development, financing,
construction, and operation of the 400kV Lessos –
Loosuk and 220kV Kisumu – Musaga transmission
lines under a public-private partnership (PPP)
framework. Once completed, the project will be the
first Independent Power Transmission (IPT) in
Kenya and will set a reference point in Africa as the
first financing of transmission lines on a PPP basis.
This project will also improve both the supply and
reliability of power transmission in Western Kenya
and further create a demonstration effect to help
increase private sector investments into the expan-
sion of Africa’s power transmission networks, which
is critical to bridging the continent’s electricity
access gap.

The signing of this agreement underscores
POWERGRID and Africa50’s commitment to con-
tinue to dedicate resources to accelerate development
activities on the project until financial close. 

Signing on behalf of POWERGRID, the chair-
man and MD K Sreekant, said, “POWERGRID is
pleased to partner with Africa50 in undertaking devel-
opment of first PPP mode transmission project in
Kenya. Transmission plays an important role in bring-
ing efficiency in the entire electricity supply chain.
POWERGRID hopes that the present transmission
project in Kenya shall serve as a model for undertak-
ing more such projects in future.”

Commenting on the signing, the CEO of
Africa50, Alain Ebobissé shared, “We are very
pleased to partner with the Government of Kenya and
POWERGRID to implement this important and pio-
neering project in one of our shareholder countries.
In the past few years, a lot of emphasis has been placed
on attracting private investments in energy produc-
tion infrastructure in Africa. It is time to also focus
on catalysing private investment into the development
of power transmission networks across Africa as these
are a critical link to improving electricity access, espe-
cially in underserved communities”.
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Novak Djokovic knew he'd test-
ed positive for COVID-19 when

he attended a newspaper interview
and photo shoot in Serbia last
month, saying Wednesday he made
an “error of judgment" and should
have immediately gone into isola-
tion.

In a statement posted to his
social media accounts, the tennis star
also blamed “human error” by his
support team for failing to declare
that he had traveled in the two-week
period before entering Australia.

Upon arrival, his visa was
revoked and then later reinstated in
an ongoing saga over whether he
should be allowed into the country
despite not being vaccinated against
COVID-19. The back and forth
has provoked outrage in Australia
and overshadowed the lead-up to the
Australian Open.

Djokovic acknowledged the
lapses when he sought to clarify what
he called “continuing misinforma-

tion” about his movements after he
became infected last month —
though he did not say spell out what
inaccuracies he was referring to.

The statement was posted while
the men's tennis No. 1 was in Rod
Laver Arena holding a practice ses-
sion, his third on the tournament's
main court since being released
from four nights in immigration
detention.

The nine-time and defending
Australian Open champion remains
in limbo before the year's first ten-
nis major starts next Monday. The
stakes are particularly high since he
is seeking a men's record 21st Grand
Slam singles title.

He won a legal battle on proce-
dural grounds Monday that allowed
him to stay in the country, but he still
faces the prospect of deportation
because his exemption from
COVID-19 vaccination rules has
been questioned. 

That decision is entirely at the
discretion of Australia's immigration
minister if deemed to be in the pub-

lic interest for health and safety rea-
sons.

Deportation could result in
sanctions ranging up to a three-year
ban from entering Australia, a
daunting prospect for a player who
has won almost half of his 20 Grand
Slam singles titles here.

Court documents detailing
Djokovic's positive test sparked
speculation over the star player's

attendance at events in his native
Serbia last month. Further questions
also were raised about errors on his
immigration form that could poten-
tially result in the cancellation of his
visa.

On the form, Djokovic said he
had not traveled in the 14 days before
his flight to Australia, despite being
seen in Spain and Serbia in that peri-
od. In his statement, Djokovic

described recent commentary as
“hurtful” and said he wanted to
address it in the interest of "allevi-
ating broader concern in the com-
munity about my presence in
Australia.”

The 34-year-old Serb said he'd
taken rapid tests that were negative
and he was asymptomatic before he
received his positive result from a
PCR test he undertook out of an
“abundance of caution” after attend-
ing a basketball game in Belgrade on
Dec. 14.

He received the result late Dec.
17, he said, and scrapped all his com-
mitments except a long-standing
interview with L'Equipe newspaper.

"I felt obliged to go ahead ... But
did ensure I socially distanced and
wore a mask except when my pho-
tograph was being taken,” Djokovic
said. 

"While I went home after the
interview to isolate for the required
period, on reflection, this was an
error of judgment."

Serbia requires those who are

infected with COVID-19 to isolate
for eight days, but they can get out
early if they test negative during that
period.

Djokovic addressed the
Australian travel declaration by say-
ing it was submitted by his support
team and “my agent sincerely apol-
ogizes for the administrative mistake
in ticking the incorrect box.”

"This was a human error and
certainly not deliberate,” he wrote. 

“My team has provided addi-
tional information to the Australian
Government to clarify this matter.”

The decision could take a while
— but there is time pressure since
the draw to determine brackets for
the Australian Open is set to take
place Thursday.

Immigration Minister Alex
Hawke's office issued a statement
saying Djokovic's legal team had
filed further documents against the
potential cancellation of his visa and
added: "Naturally, this will affect the
timeframe for a decision."

At issue is whether he has a valid

exemption to strict rules requiring
vaccination to enter Australia since
he recently recovered from COVID-
19.

His exemption to compete was
approved by the Victoria state gov-
ernment and Tennis Australia, the
tournament organizer. That appar-
ently allowed him to receive a visa
to travel.

But the Australian Border Force
rejected the exemption and canceled
his visa upon arrival before a feder-
al judge overturned that decision. 

Lawyers for the government
have said an infection was only
grounds for an exemption in cases
in which the coronavirus caused
severe illness — though it's not clear
why he was issued a visa if that's the
case.

The initial decision to let him
compete sparked outrage that
Djokovic was being given special
treatment — and the subsequent
cancellation of his visa raised allega-
tions that he was being targeted once
the issue became political. 
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Young shuttler Tasnim Mir on
Wednesday became the first Indian to

grab the world no 1 ranking in the under-
19 girls singles in the latest BWF junior
rankings.

The 16-year-old from Gujarat was
rewarded for last year's stellar run when
she had secured titles in three junior inter-
national tournaments to jump three places
to grab the top position in the junior world
rankings.

"I can't say that I expected this. I
thought I will not be able to become no 1
as tournaments were getting affected by
COVID-19 but I won three events in
Bulgaria, France and Belgium. So I am
really excited and happy that finally I could
become the world no 1. It is a great
moment for me," Tasnim told PTI from
Guwahati.

"I will completely focus on the senior
circuit from now on and looking forward
to playing at Iran and Uganda next month.
My aim now is to improve my senior rank-
ing. If I can weave some good perfor-
mances and get into top 200 by end of the
year that would be great."

Tasnim, who is supported by OGQ, is
currently ranked a lowly 602 in the
women's singles.

Tasnim's feat has never been achieved
by any Indian girl, including two-time
Olympic medallist P V Sindhu and London
bronze winner Saina Nehwal.

While Sindhu was world no 2 in her
under-19 days, Saina didn't make the cut
for being a junior with the BWF junior
rankings starting only in 2011. Another

Indian Samiya Imad Farooqui of Telangana
came close but could only reached the sec-
ond spot in the BWF junior rankings.

In Boys singles, Lakshya Sen, Siril
Verma and Aditya Joshi had become the
world no 1.Tasnim was part of India's cam-
paign at the Thomas and Uber Cup held
late last year in Denmark and says it had
a huge impact on her game.

"It was a huge moment for me, it was
first time that I was among the seniors,
playing against world class players in big
stadiums, it was a great experience. I also
met Viktor Axelsen there, I like his game.
I also like to watch players such as Tai Tzu
Ying and An Seyoung," she said.

Tasnim has been training under
Indonesian coach Edwin Iriawan  at the
Assam Badminton Academy in Guwahati
for the last four years. 

"I have been training for last four years
under Edwin, it has been great experience,
we get to train with men players, so I has

helped to improve my game," said the
teenager, who won the 2019 Dubai Junior
International.

Tasnim got her first lessons on bad-
minton from her father Irfan Mir, who is
a badminton coach and also ASI in
Mehsana police.

"My father is a badminton coach and
also works for Mehsana police. 

He has always been interested in
sports and used to take me alongwith him
when I was about  7-8 years old," she said.

I 
Tasnim, whose younger brother Mohd

Ali Mir, a Gujarat state junior champion,
also trains with her in Guwahati, has been
an achiever right from her young days.

She won the national junior champi-
on (U-19) at the age of 14 and also claimed
the national crown in the under-13,
under-15 and under-19 girls' singles cat-
egories.

Tasnim also won U-15 singles and
doubles titles at the All-India Sub-Junior
ranking tournaments in Hyderabad and
Nagpur in 2018.

At the 2019 World Junior
Championships in Russia, she could not
go past the round of 32 but returned to win
the title at the Asian U-17 & U-15 Junior
Championships the same year in
Indonesia.

She also emerged victorious at the
President Cup Nepal Junior International
Series 2020 in Kathmandu. 

"I will need to work on my stamina
and mental aspect of my game, which will
play a big role. I have confidence on my
shots but it is important to focus on mind,"
she signed off.
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Former champion Saina
Nehwal, world champi-

onships bronze medallist
Lakshya Sen and comeback
man HS Prannoy registered
contrasting wins to progress to
the second round of the India
Open here on Wednesday.

Commonwealth Games sil-
ver medallists Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty
also made winning starts to
their men's doubles campaign.

Former world no 1. Saina,
who missed a lot of tourna-
ments last year due to multiple
injuries, moved to the second
round after her opponent Czech
Republic's Tereza Svabikova
suffered a back injury and
retired mid-way while lagging
20-22 0-1 in the opening round
match.

"Playing after so long gives
you the match confidence...
How to pull out those points,
because in practice you don't
have the privilege to play points
with the same intensity as you
do in tournaments. 

The quality of some of the
points I got today...I hope it
somehow helps me tomorrow,"
Saina said after her match.

Saina, who is seeded fourth,
will meet compatriot Malvika
Bansod, who defeated fellow
Indian Samiya Imad Farooqui
21-18 21-9 in another match.
The left-handed Nagpur shut-
tler had recently won the All
India Senior ranking meet in
Hyderabad.

"I am really excited to play
against Saina as it will be my first
encounter with her, so really
hoping to play well," said
Malvika, who had been part of

India's campaign at the
Sudirman Cup and Thomas
and Uber Cup Finals last year.

On a comeback trail,
Prannoy, a former world top 10
player, who had made it to the
quarterfinals at the world cham-
pionships, got the better of
Spain's Pablo Abian 21-14 21-
7 and will next face Mithun
Manjunath. Manjunath eked
out a hard-fought 21-16 15-21
21-10 victory over France's
Arnaud Merkle. "Extremely
happy to win the first match.
Pablo is a tricky player, a fight-
er but after the first 7-8 points,
I could play much better,"
Prannoy said.Third seed Sen,
who claimed the world cham-
pionships bronze on debut last
month, thrashed Egypt's
Adham Hatem Elgamal 21-15
21-7 to set up a face-off with
Sweden's Felix Burestedt.
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Actor Siddharth has apolo-
gised for his unsavoury
remark on ace shuttler

Saina Nehwal, who said she was
happy to accept his acknowledge-
ment of being rude while criticis-
ing her expression of concern for
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
security recently.

Siddharth kicked up a storm
by posting "subtle cock champion
of the world" for Saina while com-
menting on her tweet expressing
concern on the Prime Minister's
security breach in Punjab a few
days ago.

Following strong criticism on
social media for his comment,
Siddharth said that "nothing dis-
respectful was intended" but on
Tuesday night, he offered an apol-
ogy acknowledging that his "tone

and words" couldn't be justified.
In an open letter published on

Twitter, the "Rang De Basanti"
actor wrote, "Dear Saina, I want to
apologise to you for my rude joke
that I wrote as a response to a
tweet of yours, a few days ago."

"I may disagree with you on
many things but even my disap-
pointment or anger when I read
your tweet, cannot justify my tone
and words. 

I know I have more grace in
me than that.

"As for the joke... If a joke
needs to be explained, then it was-
n't a very good joke to begin with.
Sorry about a joke that didn't
land," he added.

Saina, who is a member of the
ruling BJP, said she is glad that
Siddharth admitted to his com-
ments not being in good taste.

"He only said it and he is now

apologising. I was surprised to see
myself trending on Twitter that
day. I haven't spoken to him but I
am happy that he apologised," she
said on the sidelines of the ongo-
ing India Open in Delhi.

"See, it is about women, he
shouldn't target a woman like
that but it's okay, I am not both-
ered about it, I am happy in my
space and god bless him," she
added.

The 42-year-old actor claimed
to be a "staunch feminist" and
asserted he would never say any-
thing to a woman with a "malicious
intent".

Siddharth hoped that the bad-
minton star, who is a former world
number one and a trailblazer in
Indian sports, would accept his
apology.

"...My word play and humour
had none of the malicious intent

that so many people from all quar-
ters have attributed to it. I am a
staunch feminist ally and I assure
you there was no gender implied
in my tweet and certainly no
intent to attack you as a woman.

"I hope we can put this behind
us and that you will accept my let-
ter. 

You wil l  always be my
Champion. Honestly, Siddharth,"
he added.

The National Commission for
Women (NCW) had asked Twitter
India to "immediately" block
Siddharth's account, calling the
comment misogynistic, and one
that outraged the modesty of a
woman.

NCW chairperson Rekha
Sharma had also written to the
Maharashtra DGP to investigate
the matter and register an FIR
against Siddharth. 
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Prajnesh Gunneswaran lost rhythm
and energy before staging a mini

comeback but eventually bowed out of
the Australian Open Qualifiers with a
second-round defeat against Germany's
Maximilian Marterer, here on
Wednesday.     

Up against a rival, who served big
and packed a lot of power in his
strokes but placed seven places below
him at 228, Prajnesh lost 2-6 6-7(8) in
one hour and 26 minutes.

With Prajnesh losing the battle of
the left-handers, Yuki Bhambri is now
?the only Indian surviving in the
Qualifiers. Ramkumar Ramanathan
and Ankita Raina have already exited
the competition. 

Down 2-6 2-4, Prajnesh managed
to stretch it to a tie-breaker but squan-
dered many a set point to lose the
match.

Prajnesh handed the German two
break chances in the fourth game of the
match when he made a volley error after
setting up the point and followed that

up with wide forehand. 
The Indian saved the first chance

with a big serve while Marterer's back-
hand slice landed just outside the base-
line on the second.

An engrossing rally, that put
Prajnesh's backhand to test against the
German's forehand, ensued in the
sixth game. 

A smart backhand slice by
Marterer, after no less than a 20-shot
exchange ended the rally as Prajnesh hit
the pick-up out, looking for a cross
court forehand winner.

Prajnesh's strokes began to lose
power and precision after losing that
energy-sapping rally and the German
began to dictate terms.    

Marterer hit a forehand winner to
earn two break chances and converted
the second for a 4-2 lead when Prajnesh
made a forehand error.

The German came out serving big
in the next game to consolidate his lead
but Prajnesh seemed to have lost ener-
gy as unforced errors flew from his rac-
quet as he surrendered the opening set.

Early in the second set, Prajnesh
went from 40-0 to deuce and was down
a breakpoint when he sent another shot
long. 
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Liverpool manager
Jurgen Klopp expects

Mohamed Salah to sign a
new contract with the club
and have the same longevi-
ty in his career as Lionel
Messi and Cristiano
Ronaldo.

Salah, who has 18
months left on his current
deal, has been in talks with
Liverpool about an exten-
sion but hasn't yet received
what he deems an accept-
able offer. He said in a
recent interview with GQ

magazine that he is not
asking for “crazy stuff ” and
wants to be appreciated for
all he has done for the
club. Klopp said he was
“very positive” about keep-
ing hold of the Premier
League's top scorer and
that there's nothing unex-
pected about the length of
the current negotiations.

“I know that Mo wants
to stay. We want Mo to stay.
That's where we are,” Klopp
said Wednesday. “These
things take time. I cannot
change it, sorry. I think it's
all in a good place.” 
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SC East Bengal on
Wednesday refuted reports

that CEO Shivaji Samaddar
missed an AIFF Appeals
Committee hearing on their
star forward Antonio Perosevic
and thus allegedly lost a chance
to reduce his five-match ban.

Perosevic was charged for
"violent conduct towards a
match official" in SC East
Bengal's 0-2 loss to NorthEast
United FC in the Indian Super
League on December 17.

"It was earlier indicated to
us that Perosevic cannot get a
reprieve from his five-match
ban and there was a possibili-
ty of extension of the ban.
However, the committee decid-
ed to uphold the original judg-
ment," SC East Bengal said in
a statement on Wednesday.

The statement claimed that
contrary to reports in the
media, the management did
not push the matter as the ban
risked being increased due to
the nature of it.

It is learnt that Samaddar
was given a short notice to
attend the meeting and he did
not get any call from the com-
mittee.

"He missed the meeting but
he got the mail around 5pm
and the meeting was scheduled
for 7.30 pm.
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National Sports Federation, Hockey
India, Wednesday approached the

Delhi High Court challenging an order
of the Central Information
Commission (CIC) directing it to dis-
close certain information, including list
of its members and employee salaries
under the Right to Information (RTI)
Act.

The matter came up before
Justice Rekha Palli who asked the
counsels for Hockey India, the RTI
applicant and the Centre to place on
records the documents being relied
upon by them and listed the plea for
further hearing on Thursday.

Hockey India has challenged the

CIC's December 13, 2021 order direct-
ing it to provide under the RTI the
complete list of its members with their
designation and official addresses,
names of its employees along with their
pay, and gross income.

The commission had also directed
the NSF to give information pertain-
ing to monthly rents paid by it at each
of the addresses since the date of
occupation and information relating to
monetary transactions like cash with-
drawals and fund transfer to bank
accounts in foreign countries.

The petitioner claimed that the CIC
order was patently illegal, arbitrary,
unreasoned and passed in violation of
settled principles of law and that it was
contrary to section 8(1) of the RTI Act
which related to exemption given from
disclosing information.

Advocate Shyel Trehan, appearing
for Hockey India, said the order was
passed without giving any finding that
disclosure of the information was nec-
essary.

The plea said the CIC order was
received by the petitioner only on
December 29, 2021 and it was direct-
ed to supply information within 15 days
and file a compliance report within 7
days thereafter.

Siddharth apologises for ‘rude joke’ on Saina; shuttler says happy in my space
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Opener Hanooor Singh's
unbeaten 100 negated

Cooper Connolly's 117 as India
mauled Australia by nine wick-
ets in a warm-up game ahead
of the Under-19 World Cup
here.

Australia posted 268 runs
before being all out in 49.2
overs, with 18-year-old captain
Connolly making 117 studded
with 18 boundaries.

Hanooor led India's charge
with his century that had 16
fours. 

He was well supported by
Shaik Rasheed, who scored 72.

Both players retired hurt
but captain Yash Dull (50 not
out) took the side past the fin-
ish line with 15 balls to spare
on Tuesday atthe Providence
stadium here.

The tournament proper
will begin on Friday and India
will open their campaign
against South Africa on
Saturday.

In other matches,
Bangladesh, England and
Pakistan also recorded impres-
sive victories.

Bangladesh posted a decent
total of 277 after a tricky start
when opener Iftakher Hossain

edged to slip in the third over
departing for just 1.

But Aich Mollah got his
side back on track, making 82
from 82 deliveries with three
sixes along the way.

Wicketkeeper Mohammed
Fahim also chipped in with a
timely 33, before captain
Rakibul Hasan went after the

Zimbabwe attack, hitting 36
before being run-out.

Tailender Ripon Mondol
then managed a quickfire 39
from 26 balls to take the 2020
champions up to their final
total. Zimbabwe's reply didn't
start on solid ground when
opener Panashe Taruvinga
went for a duck.

The next man in Steven
Saul launched a counter-attack,
scoring 39 from 45 deliveries,
but once he outside edged to
Fahim his team were facing an
uphill task. They were eventu-
ally bowled out for 110 runs.

England produced a mid-
dle-order rally to beat UAE in
an exciting finish by two wick-
ets.

Batting first, the UAE post-
ed a credible 191-9 in their
innings, even with losing open-
ers Kai Smith for a duck and
Shival Bawa for just eight runs.

However, Dhruv Parashar
and captain Alishan Sharafu hit
a combined 62 to keep Emiratis
in the contest. Josh Boyden was
the pick of England's bowlers
with figures of 5-42. But
Sharafu's team refused to go
quietly, with tailenders Adihya
Shetty and Jash Giyanani scor-
ing 21 and 15 respectively. Set
192 to win, England's response
got off to a bad start when
George Thomas was bowled by
Sharafu with the first ball of the
innings.
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Indian off-spinner
Washington Sundar was on

Wednesday ruled out of the
upcoming three-match ODI
series against South Africa
after testing positive for
COVID-19 and Jayant Yadav
was named as his replacement
for the assignment starting
January 19.

Pacer Navdeep Saini was
also added to the ODI squad as
a backup for pacer Mohammed
Siraj, who is recovering from a
hamstring injury.

"Team India off-spinner
Washington Sundar has been
ruled out of the forthcoming
ODI series against South Africa
after testing positive for
COVID-19 during the camp in
Bengaluru," the BCCI said in a
statement.

"Sundar was supposed to
travel to Cape Town with the
ODI members on Wednesday
and join the rest of the squad
ahead of the ODI series start-
ing January 19th," it added.

The five-member selection
panel, headed by former India
pacer Chetan Sharma, has
named Jayant as Washington's

replacement.
Siraj is still recovering

from his hamstring injury that
he sustained in the second
Test against South Africa in
Johannesburg.

The ODI series against
South Africa begins in Paarl on
January 19. The second ODI is
scheduled at the same venue on
January 21, following which the
team will travel to Cape Town
for the series-finale., 
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Out-of-action India opener
Rohit Sharma and skipper

Virat Kohli continue to remain
static at the fifth and ninth posi-
tions respectively in the latest ICC
Test rankings, issued on
Wednesday. While Rohit has 781
rating points, Kohli is just inside
the top-10 with 740 points.

The batting list is being head-
ed by Marnus Labuschangne of
Australia with 924 points, while
England skipper Joe Root (881)
and Steve Smith (871) are in the
second and third spots respective-
ly.  New Zealand captain Kane
Williamson (862) is at the fourth
position. Mayank Agarwal has
dropped a rung and is the next
best-placed Indian in the 13th
spot. Among Indian bowlers,
veteran off-spinner Ravichandran
Ashwin has managed to hold on
to his second spot with 861 rat-
ing points.

No other Indian features in
the top-10 rankings of the Test

bowlers list.
The Test bowlers rankings is

being heade by Australia skipper 
Pat Cummins, followed by

Ashwin and Kyle Jamieson of
New Zealand, who has moved up
six places. Ashwin also held on to
his second spot in the Test all-
rounders rankings, which is being
led by West Indies Jason Holder.

Among others, after twin
hundreds in the fourth Ashes Test
at the SCG, Usman Khawaja has
rocketed back into the Test bat-
ting ranking fray, re-entering at
26th place. The left-hander made
137 and 101 not out across the
two innings at the ground he
made his Test debut 11 years ago,
though the Australians were
unable to take the last wicket for
victory in the fourth Ashes Test
in Sydney. 
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Australian pacer Mitchell Starc is
contemplating making a come-

back to the IPL after a lengthy hia-
tus despite a hectic schedule that
includes touring the subcontinent and
the T20 World Cup title defence at
home later this year.

Starc, who last played in the IPL
in 2015, said he hasn't made the deci-
sion yet but entering his name for the
league's mega auction, the nomina-
tions for which close on Friday, is
"certainly on the table." Starc clinched
a contract worth Rs 9.4 crore with
Kolkata Knight Riders in 2018 but
had to be released because of an
injury. 

The mega-auction ahead of the
upcoming season is scheduled to be
held on February 12 and 13 in
Bengaluru.

"I've got two days to get my

paperwork in, so that might be
something to do today before train-
ing," Starc was quoted as saying by

cricket.Com.Au.
"I've not put my name down just

yet, but I've got a couple more days
to decide on that. It's certainly on the
table regardless of what the schedule
has got coming up," he added.

Despite being one of the most
valuable T20 bowlers, the left-arm
pacer has featured in just two seasons
of the IPL due to injury and workload
management.

In the 27 matches that he played
for Royal Challengers Bangalore in
2014 and 2015, Starc snared 34 wick-
ets at an economy rate of 7.16 and an
impressive strike rate of 17. 

However, workload will once
again become a key factor as the 31-
year-old takes a call.

As a multi format player, Starc
will have to juggle a packed schedule. 

After the fifth Ashes Test,
Australia have a three-match ODI
series and one-off T20I at home

against New Zealand.
A five-match T20I series against

Sri Lanka is scheduled for next
month followed by a full series com-
prising three Tests as many ODIs and
a T20I in Pakistan, starting March.

"I haven't been for six years or
so," Starc said "Obviously with a heavy
weighting towards T20s over the
last period of time and the World Cup
coming up later this year, that's one
to take into consideration as well," he
added. While the IPL, which has
expanded to 10 teams this year, is
expected to start in April and go on
till June. Australia is scheduled to visit
Sri Lanka for a Test and limited-overs
series in June and July.

"There's a bit going on with
scheduling and what-not to get our
heads around, certainly for us multi-
format players. "The schedules are
quite jam-packed when you throw in
all the tours
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Pakistan Cricket Board chairman Ramiz
Raja says he will propose to the ICC, an

annual four-nation T20 International series
involving his country, arch-rivals India,
Australia and England, the revenue from
which will be shared by all members of the
world governing body.

Raja said as per his proposal, the tour-
nament will be hosted on a rotational basis
by the four participating countries.

"Hello fans. Will propose to the ICC a
Four Nations T20i Super Series involving
Pak Ind Aus Eng to be played every
year,to be hosted on rotation basis by these
four. 

"A separate revenue model with prof-
its to be shared on percentage basis with
all ICC members, think we have a winner,"
Raja tweeted.

The PCB chief 's proposal can be seen
as an attempt to revive India-Pakistan crick-
et rivalry on a regular basis.

However, there is no space for such a
tournament in the next Future Tours
Program cycle, which has already been
finalised, and India have stopped playing

tri-nation and quadrangular series for
close to a decade now

The two neighbouring countries have
not played against each other outside ICC
tournaments or the Asia Cup since 2013. 

The last bilateral series between India
and Pakistan was held in 2012-13 when
India hosted their neighbours for a T20
rubber. 

Most recently, the two teams played
each other last year in the ICC T20 World
Cup in the UAE, where Pakistan beat India
for the first time in an ICC event.
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Recalling India' incredible Test triumph
in Australia last year despite being

ravaged by injuries, the legendary Sunil
Gavaskar said the performance ranks
among the team's "greatest wins" of all
time and can be considered a "golden
chapter" in the country's cricket history.

India, led by Ajinkya Rahane,
defeated Australia 2-1 in a closely-fought
four Test rubber winning in Melbourne
and then breaching fortress Gabba in
Brisbane last year after Australia had out-
played the visitors in the Day-Night Test
at Adelaide.

Heroics of Hanuma Vihari and
Ravichandran Ashwin had helped secure
a draw for the visitors in the Sydney Test.

"India's win in Australia early last year
will go down as one of the greatest wins
in Indian cricket history," Gavaskar said.

"To pick themselves up after the dis-
missal with their lowest ever test score of
36 and then to beat a rampant home team
is a tribute to the determination shown
by the players and the leadership roles
played by the captain, coach Ravi Shastri
and his support group

"I was privileged to be there and see
a golden chapter being written in the his-
tory of Indian cricket," added the 72-year-
old former right-handed opener. 

To commemorate the one-year
anniversary of India's win, 'Sony Sports
Network' has produced a special docu-
series titled "DOWN UNDERDOGS -
INDIA'S GREATEST COMEBACK" that
will premiere on January 14 and Gavaskar
gave his comments to the channel.

Former Australia captain Michael
Clarke, who led Australia to the 2015 ODI
World Cup win, said India deserved all
the credit for fighting it out after the
morale-shattering opening loss. "India
picked an attack that worked," said
Clarke. "Different bowlers - not everyone
bowls the same, different tactics, differ-
ent skills, different weapons, so the cred-
it goes to India for their execution but also
Australia might have taken for granted. 
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India skipper Mithali Raj has
stressed on the need to be

"more consistent" in the areas
they worked on over the last 12
months besides talking about the
scope of improvement in her
own batting ahead of the
Women's World Cup in March-
April.

To cap off the "best possible"
preparation for the ODI World
Cup amid COVID times, India
will play a five-match series
against hosts New Zealand, start-
ing February 11.

The World Cup will begin in
the same country from March 4.

India introduced plenty of
fresh faces in England and
Australia. 

The likes of Sneh Rana, who
made successful comeback into
the team, Meghna Singh, Yastika
Bhatia and Richa Ghosh were
tried in those two series.

Top-order batter Yastika,
wicketkeeper batter Richa and
pacer Meghna made their ODI
debuts Down under and all of
them made an impact. 

Though India lost the three-
match series 1-2, they were able
to push the mighty Australians to
the limit. Speaking to PTI from
Vijaywada where she is training,

Mithali looked back at the pos-
itives from the two tours and
what her side needs to do in New
Zealand. "We will definitely be
looking to fix our combinations
for the World Cup (in ODIs
against New Zealand) and try out
a few compositions and also get

a little more consistent in the
things that worked for us in the
last year," said the captain after
being named Jacob's Creek brand
ambassador.  India needed more
firepower in the middle and
lower order, which has been
provided by Ghosh and Pooja

while swing bowlers Meghna
and uncapped Renuka Singh
have been a welcome addition to
the pace department. 

"The lower middle order
contributed in Australia and we
would want it to be a little more
consistent. And it definitely

showed that they have the poten-
tial to contribute and and all-
rounders like Pooja and Sneh
Rana have done well in England
and in Australia. 

"Richa definitely showed that
she has the strength and the cal-
ibre to sort of go big in the in
those last few overs that we
actually wanted someone like
that.

"She gives us edge in batting
while Taniya (Bhatia) has better
glove work - it's good to have
good competition for spots and
we have a 5 match to series to try
out the combinations.

"The seamers off course
(have done well) but a little
more work is needed in the spin
department but that is an expe-
rienced lot that we have," added
the leading run getter in 50-over
cricket.

India were able to score in
excess of 250 consistently in
Australia with the help of the
lower-order and Mithali feels the
contribution down the order
becomes even more crucial
against top teams.  "That's what
I meant in terms of being more
consistent in those areas because
that is what will be crucial in the
World Cup when you're playing
good sides. Yes, the top order def-
initely has to perform. 
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Jasprit Bumrah shut his critics with
one of his best five-wicket hauls in
the traditional format as the Indian

fast bowling unit gave the team slight
edge over South Africa on an exhila-
rating second day of the third and final
Test here on Wednesday.

Bumrah (23.3-8-42-5) was at the
heart of India's swift and brutal
counter-attack as he got his seventh
five-wicket haul with fine complemen-
tary acts from Mohammed Shami (16-
4-39-2) and Umesh Yadav (16-3-64-
2) that helped them bundle out the
Proteas for 210.

The lead of 13 that India managed
was less about the quantum and
more about the psychological advan-
tage that they gained and despite los-
ing Mayank Agarwal (7) and KL
Rahul (10) cheaply, the visitors scored
runs at a fair clip to reach 57 for 2 at
stumps.

Skipper Virat Kohli (14 batting)
and Cheteshwar Pujara (9 batting),
with a cumulative experience of 194
Tests, have the responsibility of tak-
ing the team to a winning total.

And while statistics at times are
of little or no relevance but Kohli
wouldn't be too unhappy to know that

India have never lost a Test match in
which his premier strike bowler has
taken a five-wicket haul.

It was a day when Kohli's captain-
cy acumen was worth praising as he
made relevant bowling changes at the
right time, juggled with subtle field
placings and also took his 100th
catch in Test cricket.

But someone who would be real-
ly smiling at the end of the day is
Bumrah, who had a forgettable game
at the Wanderers and copped a fair
amount of flak for bowling too short
and not depending on his strengths.

There were analytics showing
how his strike-rate (wickets per deliv-
eries) had doubled since a back injury

but on Wednesday, he showed that he
is skipper Kohli's real X-factor, the
man who makes the difference
between a good and a world-class side.

The delivery that got Aiden
Markram was pitched just a shade out-
side off-stump and it seemed to be
going straight but suddenly jagged
back embarrassing the South African

opener, who had shouldered arms.
Whenever Markram sees the

replay, he would know that Bumrah
made him feel inadequate when it
came to knowing where his off-
stump was.

On the day, Bumrah slightly
altered the length making it slightly
fuller on the off-stump and the off-
stump channel line. The length and
bounce was such that batters seemed
confused about whether it would
bounce above stumps or come at the
stumps.  One such delivery got South
Africa's best performer Keegan
Petersen (72 off 166 balls) as it kicked
up awkwardly from length but enough
for the batter to have a jab at it and
Cheteshwar Pujara accepted the offer-
ing at second slip. But credit should
also go to Shami, who in the post
lunch session, got two wickets in three
balls to unsettle the Proteas after
Petersen and Rassie van der Dussen
(21) had added 67 for the fourth wick-
et. If Umesh set up the session with a
conventional outswinger that saw
Van Der Dussen edging one to Kohli
at second slip, Shami removed the
dogged Temba Bavuma (28) and Kyle
Verreynne (0) with two ideal 

Test match deliveries in the 56th
over.

BUMRAH TAKES FIVE AS INDIA CLAIM SLIGHT EDGE


