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In a new twist in the politics
of Assembly poll-bound

Uttar Pradesh (UP), the
Bharatiya Kisan Union (BKU)
on Sunday openly came out in
support of the Samajwadi Party
(SP) and the Rashtriya Lok Dal
(RLD).

The news will come as
another source of worry to UP
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
who is facing rebellion from
powerful Ministers and MLAs
of the BJP belonging to the
Other Backward Class (OBC)
community.

“I hope people of the State
will support the candidates of
this (SP-RLD) coalition,” BKU
president Naresh Tikait said
while addressing a gathering of
farmers at Sisauli in
Muzaffarnagar area of western
UP which goes to polls in the
first phase of the Assembly
elections on February 10.

The endorsement could
drastically alter the electoral
scene in the Jat-dominated
region where the ruling BJP did
very well in the 2017 Assembly

polls.
Naresh Tikait not only

made an appeal to the people
to ensure a victory for the SP-
RLD alliance but also handed
over the symbol authority let-
ters to two alliance nominees at
Kisan Bhawan in Sisauli. 

In a related development
late in the evening, however,
the Samyukta Kisan Morcha
stated that any farmer organi-
sations which will contest the
elections will have to leave the
united front. 

The alliance of the RLD
and SP on Saturday had
announced its second list of
seven candidates for the
Assembly elections in which all
candidates are members of the
Jayant Chaudhary-led RLD.
Accusing the BJP of indulging
in polarisation in the run-up to
the UP polls, Chaudhary on

Sunday said the BJP is dri-
ving a “one-gear car” that is
headed backwards, and assert-
ed that the anti-Muslim
rhetoric will not work as peo-
ple are fed up of such politics.

The alliance has fielded

Rajpal Baliyan from Budhana
and Chandan Chauhan from
Meerapur, both in
Muzaffarnagar district, and
Ashraf Ali from Thana Bhawan
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India registered 2,71,202 new
Covid infections in a day —

its highest daily count in eight
months — in the last 24 hours.
The overall Covid caseload
surged to 3.71 crore on Sunday,
which included 7,743 Omicron
variant cases, according to the
latest data by the Union Health
Ministry on coronavirus.

With 1,702 cases of new
variant of coronavirus in the
past day, India saw a rise of
28.17 per cent in its Omicron
tally.  In the meantime, India on
Sunday marked the first
anniversary of the nationwide
vaccination drive against
Covid-19, with over 156.76 cr
doses administered till 
date.

Lauding India’s Covid-19

vaccination drive as it com-
pletes a year, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said it has
added great strength to the
fight against the pandemic and
has resulted in saving lives
and protecting livelihoods. 

When the pandemic first
struck, not much was known
about the virus. However, our

scientists and innovators
immersed themselves in devel-
oping vaccines, he noted. India
feels proud that our nation has
been able to contribute to
fighting the pandemic through
vaccines, Modi tweeted.

“It’s the largest vaccination
drive in the world. We’ve
administered over 157 cr doses
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Many parts of North India
could see severe cold con-

ditions and dense fog over the
next few days. The India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) on Sunday said cold day
to severe cold day conditions
are very likely over Punjab,
Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi,
west Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, and Rajasthan during
the next two days and over east
Uttar Pradesh during the next
three days.  It also predicted
dense to very dense fog over
parts of northwest India till 19
January. 

Meanwhile, various regions
of North India on Sunday wit-
nessed foggy conditions that

reduced visibility in parts of the
city in the early hours of the
day.

“A fresh western distur-
bance likely to affect Western
Himalayan region from
January 18. Another western
disturbance is likely to affect
northwest India from January
21,” the IMD said.

In a post from its official
handle on Twitter, the IMD
warned of isolated to scattered
rains and snowfall in several
areas and also a very dense fog
cover over others, most of
these regions being in north-
west India.

The IMD has warned of
very dense fog over Rajasthan
and east Uttar Pradesh during
next two days and dense fog in

Jammu division and Himachal
Pradesh today and tomorrow
(Sunday and Monday), and
over west Uttar Pradesh and
north Madhya Pradesh during
next two days.

In southern India, the IMD
has predicted light to moder-
ate rainfall over Telangana on
January 16; over coastal
Andhra Pradesh on January 16
and 17 and over Tamil Nadu,
Kerala during next three days.
Rainfall is also predicted over
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,
Meghalaya, Nagaland,
Manipur, Mizoram and Tripura
during on January 19 ad 20. In
northern part, rain is likely in
Himachal and Uttarakhand till
January 20.

Continued on page 2
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Former Uttar Pradesh (UP)
Minister Dara Singh

Chauhan joined the Samajwadi
Party (SP) on Sunday and
accused the BJP of ditching the
backward communities and
conspiring to end the caste-
based reservation system.  

In the presence of SP pres-
ident Akhilesh Yadav,
Chauhan, levelled several
charges against the BJP and UP
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
and claimed that Akhilesh
Yadav would be the next Chief
Minister of the State. 

RK Verma, an MLA of the
BJP’s ally Apna Dal (Sonelal),
also joined the SP on Sunday.

Quoting from the
Mahabharata, he said that just
as big masters were employed
to stop Abhimanyu, similarly
efforts have been made to stop
Akhilesh Yadav, but he has
overtaken everyone. Chauhan
targeted the BJP Government
and alleged that the BJP is
killing the rights of the back-
ward classes and conspiring to
end reservation in education-
al institution for their children.

“All the Dalit and backward
society people have now been
mobilised. Nothing can stop

this tsunami now. This time in
the Assembly elections, the SP
Government will be formed
and Akhilesh Yadav will again
become the Chief Minister,” he
said.

“I have joined the SP with
the honour of the Chauhan
Samaj. The BJP had talked
about development for all, but
development happened for a
few people.  A conspiracy is
being hatched to enslave peo-
ple but the backward society

has woken up. No conspiracy
will succeed,” he said.

He said that Dalits and
Backward people are not get-
ting employment under the
BJP’s rule. The youth and the
farmers of the State had once
supported the BJP, but the saf-
fron party cheated them. The
youth are being lathi-charged.
The BJP will pay the price for
this. Now, people of every soci-
ety are with the SP.   

Continued on page 2
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The World Bank Global
Education Director Jaime

Saavedra has said there is no
justification now for keeping
schools closed in view of the
pandemic and even if there are
new waves, closing schools
should be the last resort.

Saavedra, whose team has
been tracking the impact of
Covid-19 on the education
sector, said there is no evidence
that reopening schools has
caused a surge in coronavirus
cases and that the schools are
not a “safe place”.

He also asserted that it does
not make sense from public-
policy perspective to wait till
children are vaccinated as there
is “no science” behind it.

“There is no relation
between opening schools and
spread of coronavirus. There is
no evidence linking the two

and there is no justification
now to keep the schools closed.
Even if there are new waves of
Covid-19, closing schools
should be the last resort,”
Saavedra told PTI in an inter-
view from Washington.

“It does not make sense to
keep restaurants, bars and
shopping malls open and keep
schools closed. There is no
excuse,” he added.

According to various sim-
ulations by the World Bank,
health risks for children if
schools are opened are low and
the cost of the closure is
extremely high.

“During 2020, we were
navigating in a sea of igno-
rance. We just didn’t know
what is the best way of com-
bating the pandemic and the
immediate reaction of most
countries in the world was
let’s close schools. 

Continued on page 2
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in a year and were able to pro-
vide vaccines to over 100 coun-
tries in line with our philosophy
of ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’,”
said ICMR Chief Dr Balram
Bhargava. He hoped that even
as the Covid cases are on
increase, the severity will be less
because of vaccination.

Continued on page 2

in Shamli who reportedly par-
ticipated actively in the farm-
ers’ protest against the Centre’s
three contentious farm laws. 

Last month top BKU
leader Rakesh Tikait sent a
strong message of the farmers’
support when he joined Jayant
Chaudhary during the remem-
brance ceremony of Jat stalwart
leader and former Prime
Minister late Chaudhary
Charan Singh.

Western UP is dominated
by Jat voters and almost a
hundred Assembly seats are
decided by this voter base,
which is predominately agrar-
ian.
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Punjab Chief Minister
Charanjit Singh Channi

has a political rival in his own
house. His younger brother Dr
Manohar Singh, who gave up
his Government job to test
political waters, on Sunday
declared that he would contest
as an Independent from the
Bassi Pathana constituency
against the Congress nominee.

Growing up together, the
two brothers are now divided
by politics. Staking claims on
the Bassi Pathana segment,
Manohar was denied a party
ticket owing to Congress’ 
“one family, one ticket” 
rule.

It is because of this rule, the
Congress’ veterans like Sunil
Jakhar and Brahm Mohindra
have given up their claims on
the party tickets to pave way for
their next-generation leaders. 

While Jakhar has vacated
Abohar constituency for his
nephew Sandeep Jakhar,
Mohindra has given up his tra-
ditional Patiala Rural seat for
his son and youth Congress
leader Mohit Mohindra.

However, the Congress
High Command’s decision to
field sitting legislator Gurpreet
Singh GP from Bassi Pathana
did not go down well with the
Chief Minister’s own 
brother.

Continued on page 2
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Hyderabad: A massive fire
broke out at the Secunderabad
Club's main building here in
the early hours of Sunday, offi-
cials said. 
However, there were no casu-
alties, police said.

The fire occurred in the
ground-plus two-storeyed
building of the club at 3 AM
and a call was received by the
Fire Control Room at 03.15
AM, said a press release from
Telangana State Disaster
Response and Fire Services
Department.

Visuals on social media
showed the heritage building
engulfed in flames.

Immediately, fire-tenders,
including one from the Army,
went to the spot.

The building was built
mostly with wood and the
blaze spread rapidly, so a multi-
purpose tender was rushed to
the scene, they said.

The internal wooden stair-
case of the building was com-
pletely destroyed, hence the
fire-fighting operations were
done from the external stair-
case, said Regional Fire Officer
(Central Region- Hyderabad)
V Papaiah.

He said the external stair-
case didn't have access to the
first and second floors of the
building, so it was with great
difficulty the flames were
doused from the windows of
the first and the second 
floors. 

However, the fire was con-
tained after a three-hour battle
and the flames were extin-
guished by 8:40 AM.  

The cause of the blaze is
under investigation and the loss
of property under assessment,
the senior official added.        It
was a major fire. The cause is
suspected to be a short circuit,
a police official said. PTI

Kolkata: West Bengal on
Sunday made a pitch for a piece
of the electric vehicle revolution
as one of its ministers sent an
invite to Tesla founder and
CEO Elon Musk to "drop here"
and set up his business in the
state, days after the industrial-
ist tweeted that he was trying
to work through some chal-
lenges with the Centre.

The US-based company,
which is looking to launch its
products in India, had last
year sought a reduction in
import duties so that his com-
pany's high-performance elec-
tric cars can begin to sell in
India.

The heavy industries min-
istry had asked the electric car
major to first start manufac-
turing its iconic vehicles in

India before any tax conces-
sions are considered.

Responding to a tweet on
the company's plans to launch
its products in India, Musk had
written on January 13, "Still
working through a lot of chal-
lenges with the government."

Md Ghulam Rabbani, the
Bengal minister for minority
development and madrasa edu-
cation, on Sunday invited the
business magnate to the state,
drawing sharp reaction from
the BJP, which reminded the
TMC minister that it was his
party that had driven out Tata's
car project some 14 years ago.

"Drop here, we in West
Bengal have best infra & our
leader @MamataOfficial has
got the vision. Bengal means
Business," Rabbani posted on

the microblogging platform as
reply to Musk's January 13
tweet.

Tatas, which had set its
sights in Singur for a small car
factory, was forced to pull out
of Bengal in 2008 following a
massive agitation led by the
TMC over forcible land acqui-
sition for the project.

Mocking Rabbani, BJP's IT
cell in-charge Amit Malviya
sought to remind him of the
state's past records.

"You might think it is a
joke. But it isn't! West Bengal's
minister in charge for Minority
Affairs and Madrasa Education
has made an offer to Elon
Musk to come invest in WB.
His pitch will start with
Mamata Banerjee's record on
post poll violence and end

with Singur agitation?" Malviya
tweeted.

Other states such as
Maharashtra and Telangana
have made similar pitches to
invite the electric car maker to
their respective states.

K T Rama Rao, the indus-
try and commerce minister of
Telangana, said that it would
happy to partner with Tesla in
working through the chal-
lenges, while Maharashtra
Water Resources Minister
Jayant Patil has assured all
possible help to the car 
maker.

Last year, Tesla India
Motors And Energy Private
Ltd, a subsidiary of Tesla Inc,
registered itself as a company
in Bengaluru for its India oper-
ations. PTI

Jalna: The demand for reopen-
ing of schools in Maharashtra
will be considered after the next
10-15 days as there is a low
incidence of coronavirus infec-
tion in children and students
are suffering education loss,
State Health Minister Rajesh
Tope said here on Sunday. 

He said the final decision
will be taken by Maharashtra
Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray. 

Schools have been shut in
Maharashtra till February 15
due to the rise in COVID-19
cases across the state.  

"Demands are rising from
certain quarters for reopening
of schools as children are suf-
fering the education loss. We
will consider it after 10-15

days as there is a low (rate of)
infection among children. The
chief minister will take the final
call in this regard," Tope told
reporters.

Expressing concern over
the rise in infections, Tope
said that the people seem to be
not afraid of the coronavirus.
"The COVID protocols must
be followed strictly.  Common
people, as well as politicians,
should avoid crowding,” he
added.

Speaking on the current
scenario of the pandemic, the
health minister said that
though the cases are surging in
Maharashtra, the number of
hospitalisations and the need
for medical oxygen remain
low. 

On the first anniversary of
the COVID-19 vaccination
programme, the state health
minister said that 10-15 per
cent of the eligible people in
Maharashtra remain to be vac-
cinated as taking the jab is vol-
untary.

"This is a challenge for the
health department to ensure a
cent per cent vaccination and
we will make it possible," he
added. 

Maharashtra on Saturday
recorded 42,462 new coron-
avirus infections, 749 less than
Friday, besides 23 deaths, the
state health department had
said.

The overall caseload stands
at 71,70,483, and the death toll
at 1,41,779 as of Saturday. PTI

Aurangabad: A man in
Maharashtra's Beed district has
become a good example of the
ingenuity that is powering start-
ups in the country by building an
18 horsepower tractor to tide
over the need for a pair of bul-
locks to help with farming. 

Speaking to PTI on National
Start-up Day, Namdev Anerav
(36) of Pimpalner, some 160 kilo-
metres from here, said the idea
of a tractor with a width of just
1.5 feet and length of 5 feet came
to him in 2008 after the need for
a pair of bullocks was stalling
farming on his ancestral plot.

"Big tractors cannot perform
optimally on small plots. To
overcome this limitation, I cre-
ated this small tractor, which
runs on petrol and diesel. After
a long process of trial and error,
I used my welding skills to build
the first prototype in 2011-12.

The final product can plough,
remove grass, break clods of soil,"
he said.

"I need to deliver 40 such
tractors in the next four months,
for which I have employed seven
people. I plan to start a full scale
facility in Pimpalner to provide
employment. I started with Rs
1.10 lakh of my own and 28
investors put in Rs 8 lakh. The
investment is worth Rs 1.10
crore now," he said.The manu-
facturing unit had to be shifted
from Pimpalner to Shendra in
Aurangabad due to electricity
supply issues, he said, adding that
his product got patented in July
last year.Namdev's mentor and
Marathwada Accelerator for
Growth and Incubation Council
(MAGIC) director Ashish Garde
said MAGIC is India's first
regional industrial association
led incubator.

Srinagar: There was some
respite from the intense cold
wave conditions in Kashmir as
the minimum temperature
improved by several degrees,
officials said here on Sunday.

The night temperature at
most places in the valley on
Saturday night was above nor-
mal for this part of the season,
the officials said.

The minimum tempera-
ture in Srinagar, the summer
capital of Jammu and Kashmir,
settled at a low of minus 1.2
degrees Celsius – over three
degrees up from the previous
night's minus 4.5 degrees
Celsius, the officials said.

Gulmarg, the famous ski-
ing resort in Baramulla district
of north Kashmir, recorded a
low of minus 7 degrees Celsius,
up 2.5 degrees from the previ-
ous night.

Pahalgam in south
Kashmir Anantnag district,
which serves as the base camp
for the annual Amarnath yatra,

recorded a low of minus 5.4
degrees Celsius, six degrees
up from the previous night,
they said.

The officials said
Qazigund, the gateway town to
the valley, recorded a minimum
of minus 3.4 degrees Celsius,
while the nearby south
Kashmir town of Kokernag
recorded a low of minus 4.5
degrees Celsius.

The minimum tempera-
ture in Kupwara in north
Kashmir settled at a low of
minus 2.1 degrees Celsius.

The MET Office said
under the influence of a feeble
Western Disturbance, the
weather is most likely to remain
generally cloudy with possibil-
ity of very light to light
rain/snow in plains of J-K dur-
ing Sunday to Wednesday and
light to moderate snowfall over
the higher reaches. 

There is no forecast of any
major rain/snow till the end of
this month, it said. PTI

Seoni: "Collarwali", the famous
tigress of Madhya Pradesh's
Pench Tiger Reserve (PTR),
who had earned the tag of
"supermom" for giving birth to
29 cubs, has died, officials
said.  

The 17-year-old tigress,
also known as T15, died on
Saturday evening, they said.  

She had given birth to 29
cubs in eight litters during the
span of 11 years - between 2008
and 2018 - the officials said. 

Talking to PTI, an official
from the office  of the Principal
Chief Conservator of Forests
(Wildlife) confirmed about the
death of the tigress without dis-
closing any other information. 

The tigress, who looked
very weak due to old age, was
last seen on January 14 by the
PTR visitors. 

According to experts, the
average age of a tiger is about
12 years.

This female cub was radio-
collared in March 2008. After
that radio collar stopped func-
tioning, she was again radio-
collared in January 2010. The
tigress later became famous as
"Collarwali" or T15 tigress, the
officials said.

Collarwali had first given
birth to three cubs in May
2008, but they could not sur-
vive. For the last time, the
tigress delivered four cubs in
December 2018, which took
the number of her cubs to 29.
Officials feel that this number
could be a record, they said.

Of the total number of 29
cubs, 25 survived, the officials
added.

In a rare occurrence,
Collarwali, born as one of the
four cubs to famous tigress T-
7 in September, 2005, had
given birth to a litter of five
cubs (four females and one
male) on October 23, 2010, the
officials said.

Madhya Pradesh, with 526
big cats, had emerged as the
"tiger state" of the country in
2018. PTI
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From Page 1
Notably, Bassi Pathana

constituency falls in the Puadh
cultural region and is consid-
ered to be the home turf of
Chief Minister Channi and his
community.

Day after the Congress
announced its first list of 86
candidates for the February 14
elections, the party was hit by
rebellion at several seats, with
many prominent leaders
switching sides, and some oth-
ers expected to announce their
decision in coming days.
However, the revolt by the
Chief Minister's younger broth-
er, days ahead of Punjab polls,
is expected to hit the party hard.

Manohar had, in August
2021, resigned as a Senior
Medical Officer from the
Kharar civil hospital, to take an
electoral plunge. He even went
on to organise a huge rally to
stake claim for the Bassi

Pathana Assembly seat, besides
holding small public meetings.

An MBBS and MD,
Manohar also holds a post-
graduate degree in journalism
and has also studied law.

Dubbing the decision of
the Congress giving ticket to
Gurpreet Singh GP as "injus-
tice" with the people of the con-
stituency Manohar alleged that
the sitting MLA was "incapable
and ineffective"."Several promi-
nent people of Bassi Pathana
area have asked me to fight as
an independent and I will go by
what they have said. There is no
chance of going back and I will
surely fight the polls," he said.

"I will contest as an
Independent and ensure the
defeat of the sitting Congress
MLA who has been fielded
again," Manohar was seen
telling a gathering of support-
ers in a video. He maintained
that he decided to contest as an
Independent after meeting sev-
eral councillors, village
sarpanch, and panch who
asked him to fight the polls.
"People told me that it was
wrong to give the ticket to him
(Gurpreet).

From Page 1
Time has passed since then

and with evidence coming in
from late 2020 and 2021, we
have had several waves and
there are several countries
which have opened schools," he
said.

"We have been able
to see if schools opening have
had an impact in the trans-
mission of virus and new data
shows it doesn't. Many coun-
ties have also had waves when
schools were closed so obvi-
ously there has been no role of
schools in some of the spikes.

"Even if the kids can
get infected and with the
Omicron it is happening even
more but fatalities and serious
illness among children is
extremely rare. The risks for
children are low and costs are
extremely high," he added.

Asked about the

concerns of children not being
vaccinated yet, he said, "There
is no country which has put the
condition of reopening schools
only after children are vacci-
nated. Because there is no sci-
ence behind it and it does not
make sense from public policy
perspective".

Talking about the
impact of school closures due
to the pandemic in India,
Saavedra said the "impact is
more severe than previously
thought" and the learning
poverty is likely to increase
much more than anticipated.
Learning poverty means being
unable to read and understand
a simple text by the age of 10.

"The learning
poverty in India is expected to
increase from 55 per cent to 70
per cent due to leaning loss and
more out-of-school children.
Learning adjusted years of

schooling is estimated to fall
almost one full year of school-
ing while the average annual
earnings might shrink in a
pessimistic scenario by nine per
cent per student in future." 

"In countries like
India where the inequalities in
education were already prevalent
before the pandemic and the
learning poverty levels were
already gigantic, there is a lot at
stake. Nearly two years later,
schools remain closed for mil-
lions of children, and others may
never return to school,"  he said

"The loss of learning
that many children are experi-
encing is morally unacceptable.
And the potential increase of
learning poverty might have a
devastating impact on future
productivity, earnings, and
well-being for this generation
of children and youth, their
families, and the world's
economies," he further said.

Rationalising the
curriculum, reorganising the
academic calendar, preparing
the teachers for the huge task
ahead are among the sugges-
tions that the World Bank has
to reduce long-term learning

losses caused by closure of
schools during the pandemic.

"There is a critical
need to have more data on
learning losses from the states
and the country as a whole.
Ideally this data will be in the
form of  personalised student
level learning data since the sit-
uation is very heterogeneous at
the children level. 

"This focus on hav-
ing personalised learning data
is aligned with best practices,
and is in line with our advice
we are currently providing to
countries. Again, the numbers
we present are World Bank
simulations showing what hap-
pens if reopening school sys-
tems is not made a priority.
These numbers can be reversed
if governments can act now," he
said. 

A 2020 report by the
World Bank Education, titled
"Beaten or Broken? Informality
and Covid-19 in South Asia",
had predicted that the pro-
longed closure of schools due
to the Covid-19 pandemic in
India may cause a loss of over
USD 400 billion in the coun-
try's future earnings. 

Badal Family: Punjab's most
prominent political family, the
Badals, was hit by political
ambitions when Manpreet
Singh Badal was expelled from
SAD. Manpreet, currently
Punjab's Finance Minister, is
the nephew of the five-time
chief minister and Akali patri-
arch Parkash Singh Badal. Now,
he is top Congress leader, while
his cousin Sukhbir Singh Badal
is heading SAD.
Bajwa family: Congress' Rajya
Sabha MP and Gurdaspur's
former MP Partap Singh Bajwa,
who has returned to the state
politics, is expected to face his
younger brother Fatehjung
Bajwa as BJP nominee in their
home turf, Qadian. Partap
Bajwa's wife, Charanjit Kaur,
represented the Qadian seat
after he was elected as
Gurdaspur MP, who later
vacated the seat for Fatehung.
But with Partap Bajwa now
making a comeback in the

state politics and staking a
claim on Qadian, his younger
brother went on to join the BJP.
Congress has now fielded
Pratap Bajwa as its candidate.
Randeep Singh Nabha and
Jasdeep Singh Nikku:
Agriculture Minister and senior
Congress leader Randeep Singh
Nabha also has a political rival
in the family. His brother
Jasdeep Singh Nikku has joined
the Aam Aadmi Party.
Patiala royal family: Maharaja
of Patiala and former Chief
Minister Capt Amarinder Singh
has joined hands with the BJP
after floating his own party and
leaving Congress following a bit-
ter tussle with Punjab Congress
president Navjot Singh Sidhu.
However, his wife and Patiala
MP Preneet Kaur is still repre-
senting Congress in Lok Sabha.
But, Preneet has openly declared
to support her husband, for
which she had been issued a
show-cause notice also.
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From Page 1
The active Covid cases

now comprise 4.18 per cent of
the total infections, while the
national Covid-19 recovery
rate has decreased to 94.51 per
cent. An increase of 1,32,557
cases has been recorded in the
active Covid-19 caseload in a
span of 24 hours, according to
the Health Ministry data
updated this morning.

The daily positivity rate
saw a marginal improvement
from 16.66 per cent to 16.28
per cent while the weekly pos-
itivity rate was recorded at
13.69 per cent. The cumulative
doses administered in the
country so far under the
nationwide vaccination drive
has exceeded 156.76 crore, the

Ministry said.
The 314 new fatalities

include 106 from Kerala and 39
from West Bengal. Of the total
deaths reported so far in the
country, 1,41,779 are from
Maharashtra, 50,674 from
Kerala, 38,418 from Karnataka,
36,967 from Tamil Nadu,
25,335 from Delhi, 22,953 from
Uttar Pradesh and 20,052 from
West Bengal. Covid cases have
been on the rise since late last
year due to the fast-spreading
Omicron variant, first identi-
fied in Botswana and South
Africa. The total number of
Covid-19 registered worldwide
since the start of the pandem-
ic topped 300 million, accord-
ing to an AFP count based on
official figures.
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Cold weather conditions
prevailed in many parts of
Punjab and Haryana on
Sunday with Chandigarh, the
common Capital of the two
States, recording a low of 8.2
degrees Celsius. The maxi-
mum temperatures in the two
States have also registered a
sharp fall and have been hov-
ering in the range of 11 degrees
Celsius to 14 degrees Celsius.
In Punjab, Gurdaspur record-
ed a minimum temperature of
5.6 degrees Celsius while
Bathinda saw the mercury set-
tle at 6.2 degrees Celsius,
according to the meteorologi-
cal department.

Patiala experienced a cold
night at 7.5 degrees Celsius.
Jalandhar recorded a low of 8.6
degrees while Moga registered
a low of 6.3 degrees Celsius.
Ludhiana's minimum settled at

8.7 degrees Celsius while
Amritsar recorded a low of 8.4
degrees. Hisar in Haryana
reeled under intense cold,
recording a minimum tem-
perature of 6.8 degrees while
Ambala recorded a low of 7.7
degrees Celsius. Sirsa also expe-
rienced a cold night recording
a low of 6.1 degrees Celsius
while Gurgaon's minimum set-
tled at 7.2 degrees.Meanwhile,
there was some respite from the
intense cold wave conditions in
Kashmir as the minimum tem-
perature improved by several
degrees. The night temperature
at most places in the valley on
Saturday night was above nor-
mal for this part of the season.

The minimum tempera-
ture in Srinagar, the summer
Capital of Jammu and Kashmir,
settled at a low of minus 1.2
degrees Celsius - over three
degrees up from the previous

night's minus 4.5 degrees
Celsius. Gulmarg, the famous
skiing resort in the Baramulla
district of north Kashmir,
recorded a low of minus 7
degrees Celsius, up 2.5 degrees
from the previous night.

Pahalgam in south
Kashmir Anantnag district,
which serves as the base camp
for the annual Amarnath yatra,
recorded a low of minus 5.4
degrees Celsius, six degrees
up from the previous 
nightKashmir valley is cur-
rently under the grip of the 40-
day harshest winter period
known as "Chilla-i-Kalan"
which began on December 21
last year. The "Chilla-i-Kalan"
will end on January 31, but the
cold wave continues even after
that in Kashmir with a 20-day-
long "Chillai-Khurd" (small
cold) and a 10-day-long
"Chillai-Bachha" (baby cold).
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From Page 1
On this occasion, Akhilesh

Yadav said that people of Dalit
and Backward society have
understood that the BJP is
working on the policy of pri-
vatisation so that reservation
can be abolished and the
Constitution of the country can
be weakened.
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Jalna: The health condition of
legendary singer Lata
Mangeshkar, who remains
admitted in the ICU of a hospi-
tal in Mumbai, is improving,
Maharashtra Health Minister
Rajesh Tope said here on
Sunday.The 92-year-old singer
tested positive for coronavirus
with mild symptoms and was
admitted to the Intensive Care
Unit (ICU) last week. PTI
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Delhi Health Minister Satyendar Jain said on
Sunday that corona cases in Delhi have

decreased over the last three days and the week-
end curfew is proving to be beneficial, as fewer
and fewer people are venturing outside, limit-
ing the spread of corona.

Briefing reporters on Covid-19 situation in
the national Capital, Jain said, “Cases are
decreasing though the State Government is still
trying to implement all the best practices.”
“Those who are unvaccinated are at risk of con-
tracting Corona more than the rest. Delhi is in
good shape at large, and the Government is pre-
pared to deal with even the most serious of sit-
uations,” he added.

Adding furthermore, he said it is a good sign
that cases are declining hoping that this trend
continues. “Optimum number of beds are
available in Delhi; hospitalisation rates have
plateaued hopefully positivity rates will also
come down, 100 percent of eligible individuals
have been jabbed with first dose of vaccination,
request everyone to get their second dose as soon
as possible, Jain said congratulating health work-
ers and frontline workers on the completion of
one year of vaccination drive.

Providing details on the Covid situation, Jain
said that the cases in Delhi have been declin-
ing for the past three days. On January 14, Delhi

recorded approximately 24,383 positive cases,
while on the 15th of January, Delhi recorded
20,178 new cases, and today, Delhi is expected
to record 17,000 positive cases. Weekend cur-
fews have played a significant role in this decline.
This trend indicates that the number of cases in
Delhi is decreasing, but the Government is still
keeping a close eye on the covid cases, and it will
take some time to understand the trend.

The Delhi Government is prepared to
arrange a total of 37 thousand beds in. At the
moment, 15,000 beds are operational. We can
double the number of beds overnight if neces-
sary, but because the number of hospitalised
patients is currently so low, the need to increase
the number of beds doesn't seem to arise soon.
The government, on the other hand, is fully pre-
pared to deal with the most dire of situations.
In Delhi, the hospitalisation rate is currently very
low.

In Delhi's hospitals, 13,000 beds remain cur-
rently vacant. Patients who are hospitalised due
to coronavirus are either unvaccinated or have
comorbidities.
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New Delhi: Amid a spike in the
number of COVID-19 cases,
authorities in Delhi have
stepped up efforts to ensure 100
per cent vaccination of the
staff and the shopkeepers at
markets across the national
capital.

In several districts, the
market associations have been
asked to ensure that the shop-
keepers and the other staff
have received both doses of a
Covid vaccine and to submit
the certificates of the same at
the respective district admin-
istration offices.

Two city markets --
Sarojini Nagar and the Janpath
market -- have already been
declared as fully-vaccinated
markets by the district admin-
istration.

"Vaccination is the only
thing that can save people
from Covid. So it is crucial that
everyone in a market, which
has the potential of becoming
a super spreader, is fully vacci-
nated. Instructions have been
issued to the market associa-
tions to ensure the same and
submit supportive documents
to us at the earliest," an official
in Southeast district told PTI.

Major markets where the
associations have been asked to
provide the details of the vac-
cination status and ensure 100
per cent vaccination of the
employees include the Lajpat
Nagar market, the Bengali mar-
ket, the Kamla Nagar market,
the Krishna Nagar market and
the Rajouri Garden market.

The shopkeepers and ven-
dors at the Lajpat Nagar mar-
ket have been asked by the
administration to submit the
vaccination certificates of the
shop owners and the staff. PTI
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Delhi Electricity Regulatory
Commission (DERC) has

written to the Delhi
Government, urging it to con-
sider permanent reallocation of
power from NTPC stations. 

According to the letter, the
matter of surrender of power
from Dadri-I is sub-judice and
NTPC has filed an Appeal
before the Supreme Court of
India against Interim Order
passed by the Appellate
Tribunal for Electricity
(APTEL).

Average power purchase
cost of Delhi is higher as com-
pared to many other States due
to higher allocation from the
costly power plants, it said.

"NTPC Gas based stations
like Anta, Auraiya and Dadri-
Gas have higher generation
cost and their 25 years period
from date of CoD have already
expired in case of Anta and
Auraiya and will end shortly on
March 31, 2022 in the case of
Dadri-Gas," it reads.

In view of higher genera-
tion cost and expiry of PPA,
they may be considered for per-
manent reallocation to other
needy States, it said.
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In order to ensure online
approval of administrative and

technical sanctions of buildings,
East Delhi Municipal Corporation
(EDMC) introduced a web-
enabled work flow system 'PRICE'
software (Project Information and
Cost Estimation).  

Shyam Sunder Aggarwal,
Mayor of East Delhi, while intro-
ducing the system along with
Beer Singh Panwar, Chairman of
Standing Committee and Vikas
Anand, Commissioner of EDMC
said that 'PRICE' will lead to
preparation of estimates of devel-
opment works in an efficient and
transparent manner. 

Mayor said that preparation of
estimates regarding civil and elec-
trical works of buildings, the
EDMC has followed CPWD Rate
Analysis (DAR) and approved
rates with cost index. With this
Application, estimates preparation
can be done for plan/non plan
works.

Commissioner Vikas Anand
said that 'PRICE' will also help in
speedy approval of estimates
which reduces delay in issue of
administrative and technical sanc-
tions, transparency and account-
ability will also be ensured. 

"The higher authority can
view the estimate and return for
correction (online) while file
History will be maintained for all
estimates and Quick retrieval of
data. It will also help in auto gen-
eration of Administrative and
technical sanction while issuing
sanction," he added. 

While elaborating the 'PRICE',
Dr Venkatesh BG, Incharge,
Information Technology
Department said that the system
is a complete e-platform solution
for the management of all public
works.

New Delhi/Goa: Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal who was in Goa on Sunday to campaign
for the Aam Aadmi Party ahead of next month's
election - offered novel 'proof ' of his party's hon-
esty and track record that raids ordered by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had failed to find evi-
dence of wrong-doing.

The AAP supremo began his press briefing
accusing the Bharatiya Janta Party (BJP) of taking
bribes to fill Government posts saying, “If Goa
people voted for AAP, the party will ensure  "equal-
ity of opportunity.” “This claim of a corruption-
free government - had been questioned by Goa's
youth and that their concerns were valid because
"before elections everyone will say 'our party is the
best'" . "In Delhi we did this., a certificate was pro-
vided by PM Modi, who conducted raids on
Deputy CM Manish Sisodia were done by the CBI,
by police. They set up a commission to examine
400 of our files, but they couldn't find one mis-
take," he said. The Chief Minister of Delhi, Kejriwal
announced AAP’s 13-point vision plan for Goa and
said every family there will get direct benefit of Rs
10 lacs in five years if AAP comes to power. 

“Every family will receive free electricity, water,
health, and education services, as well as a three-
thousand-rupee unemployment allowance and a
one-thousand-rupee allowance for women, sav-
ing each family two lakh rupees per year, AAP has
emerged as the only hope for Goans and public
knows they now have a chance to bring change,”
he added.  
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New Delhi: A Delhi court has dis-
missed the bail plea of Sulli Deals
app creator Aumkareshwar Thakur,
saying that granting him relief at
this juncture will prejudice a fair
investigation.

In July, 2021, the app was made
on Github platform to auction
Muslim women and the matter
came to light when the Delhi
Police took suo moto cognisance of
this matter.

Metropolitan Magistrate
Vasundhra Chhaunkar passed the
order on Saturday after hearing
arguments from the accused as well
the prosecution. During the
arguments, the police claimed that
it has come to light that the accused
is a member of 'Trade Mahasabha'
and he created the app on GitHub,
and he and other people posted pic-
tures of Muslim women for online
auction. "Prima facie, at this stage,
the arguments of the counsel for the
accused do not hold water as cer-
tainly the women of Muslim com-
munity only have been targeted by
posting their pictures for auction,"
the court held.

The court at this stage cannot
ignore the peculiar facts of the case
which reflect upon the severity and
gravity of the alleged acts of the
accused, it said. PTI

New Delhi: Delhi Health Minister
Satyendar Jain on Sunday sought to
allay concerns over "fewer" Covid tests
being conducted in the national capi-
tal, saying the city is conducting three
times more diagnostic tests than
the number recommended by the
ICMR.

All those who need to undergo test-
ing are being tested, he said.
According to the Centre's new guide-
lines, asymptomatic patients do not
need to undergo a test. Also, contacts
of laboratory confirmed Covid-19
patients need not get tested unless they
have comorbidities or are aged above
60.

Jain said these new guidelines on
testing have come after thoughtful
consideration.

"Delhi has been conducting 60,000
to 1 lakh tests every day," he said.
The city is conducting three times more
Covid tests than the number recom-
mended by the Indian Council of
Medical Research, he added.

Delhi conducted 67,624 tests on
Friday and 79,578 on Thursday.
On Thursday, the national capital
reported 28,867 Covid-19 cases, the
sharpest single-day spike since the
beginning of the pandemic, after 98,832
tests were conducted the day 
before. PTI
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Delhi on Sunday recorded
another fall in its daily

Covid cases with 18,286 fresh
cases and 27.87 percent test
positivity rate, according to
state health Covid -19 bul-
letin.

While the national cap-
ital reported 21,846 recover-
ies and 28 deaths in the
same period. With this, the
active cases have dropped to
89,819.

Notably, the city had
reported 20,718 cases and 30
deaths on Saturday. 

In the last two days, the
daily infections have come
down by about 10,000. Delhi
had recorded 28,867 cases,
the highest single-day spike
since the beginning of the
pandemic, with a positivity
rate of 29.21%.

According to the Delhi
government database, the
previous biggest daily jump
of 28,395 cases was recorded
on April 20, 2021.
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In a pre-Budget exercise,
Unon finance Minister

Nirmala Sitharaman on Sunday
held a stakeholders' consulta-
tion with BJP’s  party repre-
sentatives from 25 States.

BJP National Spokesperson
and economic cell in-charge
Gopal Krishna Agarwal said
BJP  representations were from
"industries, professionals, busi-
ness communities, academi-
cians, economists including
people from Tribal and back-
ward classes and women com-
munity."

The discussions centered
round giving incentives to
marginalized sections as also
giving right fillip to business
activities in the country in the
aftermath of Covid19.

"About 20 written submis-
sions have been received, which
will be compiled and submit-
ted to the finance-Minister",
said the BJP leader.

Representatives from 25
States participated in this dis-
cussion, including from North-
eastern states like Mizoram,

Tripura and from Jharkhand,
Chhattisgarh, Ladakh and
southern states like Tamil
Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka, and
Telangana.

States like Maharashtra,
Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Orissa were
amongst many more states
from central and North India
"making effective pitch for the
development of their regions",
said Agarwal.

Some prominent think
tanks and Morchas president
also presented their views and
suggestions.

Senior central party lead-
ers conducted the proceed-

ings from party head-quarter
here  at Deen Dayal Marg.

State party President from
respective state party offices,
were also present in the hybrid
mode.

Finànce Minister
Sitharaman, in her concluding
remarks thanked all the BJP
participants for their important
inputs.

Sitharaman is to present
the Union Budget 2022-23 on
February 1. The budget session
of Parliament will commence
on January 31 with the address
of President Ram Nath Kovind
to both the Houses.
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Former Congress president
Rahul Gandhi on Sunday

said the BJP's politics of
"hatred" is very harmful for the
country and is also responsible
for unemployment.

The attack came a day
after Rahul Gandhi attacked
the BJP government by posting
an online Twitter poll asking
his followers which are the pre-
sent regimes biggest short-
comings.

“Domestic and foreign
industries cannot run without
social peace. Will defeat this
growing hatred around you
everyday with brotherhood.
Are you with me? #NoHate,"
Rahul Gandhi asked on a
Twitter post.

In an online quiz a day ear-
lier, Rahul had asked people
about the "biggest shortcom-
ing" of the BJP government and
gave them three options to
choose from including "unem-
ployment", "tax extortion",
"price rise" and an "atmos-
phere of hatred".

The poll elicited 3,47,396

votes, with most of them (35
per cent) voting for the fourth
option, indicating the preva-
lence of hateful atmosphere was
the central government’s
biggest failure.

According to the post, the
second biggest failure of the
government was unemploy-
ment, with 28 per cent of those
interacting with the poll voting
for it.

Two days ago, Rahul chose
the newest craze on social
media, Wordle, to take a swipe
at Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and his government.

On Twitter, Rahul used
the format of the game but
changed the letters to reflect
Congress’s allegations against
the Prime Minister. The pho-
tograph shared by the leader
contained words like ‘jumla’
(scam), ‘taxes’, ‘snoop’, ‘photo
op’, in an obvious attack on the
ruling party.

Wordle is an online word
game and gives a player six
chances to guess the day’s
secret word, which has five let-
ters. The aim is to figure out the
secret word with the fewest
guesses.
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The CBI has arrested
Director (Marketing), Gas

Authority of India, New
Delhi, ES Ranganathan and
five others during the inves-
tigation of a bribery case.
The agency recovered cash of
Rs 1.29 crore and gold jew-
ellery and other valuables
from the premises of the
accused GAIL official besides
Rs 84 lakh from the posses-
sion of the accused private
persons representing private
firms also accused in the
case.  

Besides the GAIL
Director, the agency arrested
Pawan Gaur, Delhi (a private
person); N Ramakrishnan
Nair, Gurgaon (another pri-
vate person); Rajesh Kumar,
New Delhi, Director of Rishab
Polychem Pvt. Ltd, Saurabh
Gupta, Panchkula, of United
Polymer Industr ies ,
Chandigarh; Aditya Bansal,
Karnal of Bansal Agencies,
Karnal, Haryana.

Before the arrests, the
agency conducted searches
at the premises of the accused
at Delhi, Noida, Gurgaon,
Panchkula and Karnal till late
on Saturday which led to
recovery of Rs 84 lakh,
including recovery of Rs 75
lakh from Gurgaon-based
private person N
Ramakrishnan Nair.

Searches at the premises
of GAIL Director led to his
arrest and recovery of the
cash and other valuables,
including jewellery.

Earlier, the CBI has reg-
istered a case against eight
accused including Director
(Marketing) GAIL, private
persons, private companies
and unknown public ser-
vants/private persons, the CBI
said in a statement.

“The allegations are that
the Director (Marketing),
GAIL (a Central Public Sector
Undertaking), was allegedly
indulging into corrupt and
illegal activities in conspira-
cy with other accused who

were  acting as his middle-
man, by obtaining bribe from
the private companies buying
petro chemical products mar-
keted by the GAIL,” it  
said.

It was further alleged that
at the direction of the repre-
sentative of an accused private
company, a private person
had requested the GAIL
Director for allowing some
discount to the buyers on
petro chemical products
being marketed by the PSU in
lieu of  i l legal  
gratification.

It was also alleged that
Nair has also collected Rs 40
lakh from the other accused
earlier in this matter.

The CBI laid a trap and
apprehended a private person
and a Director of a private
company based at Delhi when
the alleged bribe of Rs. 10
lakh was received by the pri-
vate person representing the
accused private firm on behalf
of, Director (Marketing)
GAIL, it added.
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Taking exception to the
manner in which the

Punjab and Haryana High
Court had passed an order
upholding the conviction and
life sentence awarded to a
man, the Supreme Court has
said any first appeal in a mur-
der case cannot be dealt in this
way.

The apex court noted that
in the high court’s March 2020
order, the conclusion was
recorded in a paragraph in
“four lines in general terms” to
dismiss the appeal filed by the
appellant, who is stated to be
over 80-year-old A bench of
justices S K Kaul and M M
Sundresh, which allowed the
appeal filed by the man who
had challenged the high court
order, remitted the matter back
for consideration before the
high court.

“The appeal before the
high court was against the
conviction under section 302
(murder) of the IPC (Indian
Penal Code) and by the
impugned order dated March
2, 2020 after noticing the tes-

timony of the witnesses, the
conclusion is recorded in para
15 in four lines in general
terms to dismiss the appeal,”
the bench said in its January 6
order.

“We do believe that a first
appeal in a murder case cannot
be dealt with in this fashion,”
the top court said while setting
aside the high court order.

The apex court made it
clear that since it had earlier
exempted the appellant from
surrendering and he is “stated
to be more than 80 years of age
and has been on bail in the
proceedings before the high
court”, he would continue to be
on bail, subject to the terms set
out in the April 22, 2020 order.

It said the terms set out
earlier would be modified to
the extent that the appellant
would report to the local police
station in the forenoon on the
first Monday of every month.

The man had earlier
approached the high court
challenging the October 2005
order of a sessions court in
Bhiwani which had convicted
and sentenced him to under-
go a life term in the case.
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The Supreme Court has
directed a Patna local court

to complete the trial within
three months in the case of
gunning down of the head of a
traders’ association in Bihar’s
Bihta in 2017.

A bench of justices L
Nageswara Rao and Hrishikesh
Roy, which had earlier can-
celled the bail granted by the
Patna High Court to an
accused in the murder case,
was perturbed 
over the slow pace of the 
trial.

The top court took note of
the submission of lawyer
Smarhar Singh, appearing for
Ajay Kumar, brother of the
deceased trader, that the testi-

monies of all witnesses have
been recorded and moreover,
the accused have no witness to
produce now in the 
case.

“We are informed by
learned counsel for the peti-
tioner that the evidence of the
prosecution witnesses was
recorded prior to 2019.Though
time was sought for production
of defence witnesses, ultimate-
ly, the accused informed the
court that they have no wit-
nesses.

“As the evidence of all wit-
nesses has already been record-
ed, we direct the trial court to
complete the trial within a
period of three months from
today,” the apex court noted
this in its order of 
January 5.
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The Election Commission
(EC) has created a dedicat-

ed cell to deal with candidates
having criminal antecedents
following the Supreme Court
ruling last year. A dedicated
mobile application naming
'Know Your Candidate' con-
taining information regarding
criminal antecedents of the
candidates as declared by them.

Moreover, a dedicated fund
has been created for voter's
awareness campaign and to
make available the information
regarding criminal antecedents
of all contesting candidates for
the general public. Any fine
imposed by the Supreme Court
on political parties regarding
non-compliance of its above
orders is to be submitted in the
above fund. The poll panel has
stressed that candidates as well
as the concerned political party
shall issue a declaration in
media about the antecedents of
the candidate.  

As per the guidelines, it will

be mandatory for political par-
ties to upload on their website
detailed information regarding
individuals with pending crim-
inal cases (including the nature
of the offencess, and relevant par-
ticulars such as whether charges
have been framed, the con-
cerned Court, the case number
etc.) who have been selected as
candidates, along with the rea-
sons for such selection, and also
as to why other individuals with-
out criminal antecedents could
not be selected as candidates.

The reasons as to selection
shall be with reference to the
qualifications, achievements
and merit of the candidate
concerned, and not mere
‘winnability’ at the polls. This
information also needs to be
published in one local vernac-
ular newspaper and one
national newspaper;  on the
official social media platforms
of the political party, including
Facebook and Twitter.

For ensuring periodic
awareness of electors during
the campaign, the EC has now

prescribed a certain timeline
for publicity of criminal
antecedents: within first 4 days
of withdrawal of nominations,
between next 5th - 8th days,
and from 9th day till the last
day of campaign (the second
day prior to date of poll).

Last year, the apex court
directed the Election
Commission of India (ECI) to
create a dedicated mobile appli-
cation containing information
published by the candidates
regarding their criminal
antecedents so that voter gets
information on his or her
mobile phone at one stroke.

“Political parties are to
publish information regarding
criminal antecedents of candi-
dates on the homepage of their
websites, thus making it easier
for the voter to get to the
information that has to be
supplied. It will also become
necessary now to have on the
homepage a caption which
states ‘candidates with criminal
antecedents',” the bench said in
its 71-page verdict.
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The way the novel coron-
avirus pandemic is devel-

oping suggests that the virus
will never go away completely,
WHO Representative to Russia
Melita Vujnovic said on
Sunday.

The virus will circulate as
an endemic disease, a news
agency quoted Vujnovic as say-
ing on a channel.

“Coronavirus is on its way
to becoming an endemic dis-
ease. This means it won’t go
away. But we have to learn how
to treat it and how to protect
ourselves from it.

“Most importantly, we
need to contain the outbreak of
the infection now and reduce
the number of those vulnera-
ble to it. Otherwise, new vari-
ants will emerge in an unpre-
dictable fashion,” she said.

Further, Vujnovic noted
that evidence indicates that
the Omicron variant is less
severe than other strains.
However, its dangers should
not be underestimated, and it
is too early for humanity to
relax, she said.

“There is evidence now
that Omicron seems to be less
serious than (previous vari-
ants), but this does not mean
that it should not be taken seri-
ously. The coronavirus infec-
tion may lead to very serious
consequences,” she said.

“Apart from vaccination, it
is of utmost importance now to
follow other safeguards as well:
to wear a face mask and change
it at recommended intervals, to
ventilate rooms and avoid large
groups of people in confined
spaces. This is very important,”
Vujnovic said.

A survey conducted by
journal Nature also showed

that many scientists expect the
virus that causes Covid-19 to
become endemic, but it could
pose less danger over time.

More than one-third of
the respondents to Nature’s
survey thought that it would be
possible to eliminate SARS-
CoV-2 from some regions
while it continued to circulate
in others. In zero-COVID
regions there would be a con-
tinual risk of disease outbreaks,
but they could be quenched
quickly by herd immunity if
most people had been vacci-
nated.

“I guess Covid will be elim-
inated from some countries,
but with a continuing (and
maybe seasonal) risk of rein-
troduction from places where
vaccine coverage and public-
health measures have not been
good enough,” said Christopher
Dye, an epidemiologist at the
University of Oxford, UK.
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India's Covid-19 vaccination
coverage has crossed 156

crore with more than 57 lakh
vaccine doses administered on
Saturday, the Union Health
Ministry said.  

The daily vaccination tally
is expected to increase with the
compilation of the final reports
for the day by late night.
Cumulatively, 52,40,53,061 first
doses have been administered
to individuals in the 18-44 age
group across states and union
territories and 36,73,83,765
second doses have been given
since the start of phase-3 of the
vaccination drive, according
to health ministry data.
In the 15-18 age group,
3,36,09,191 vaccine doses have
been administered, the min-
istry said.

Cumulatively, 90,68,44,414
first doses and 65,51,95,703

second doses have been admin-
istered, it said.

India's COVID-19 vacci-
nation coverage crossed 156
crore (1,56,63,10,110) on
Saturday. More than 57 lakh
(57,29,760) vaccine doses were
administered till 7 pm, it
added.

More than 42,69,993 'pre-
caution' doses for the identified

categories of beneficiaries for
COVID-19 vaccination have
been administered so far.

The vaccination exercise as
a tool to protect the most vul-
nerable population groups in
the country from COVID-19
continues to be regularly
reviewed and monitored at the
highest level, the ministry
underlined.
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The countrywide vaccination
drive against COVID-19

on Sunday completed one year,
during which over 156.76 crore
of vaccine doses were admin-
istered. 

According to Health
Ministry officials, over 92 per
cent of the adult population
have received at least one dose
while over 68 per cent have
been fully vaccinated. 

The Centre will issue a
postal stamp on Sunday after-
noon to mark the completion
of one year of the inoculation
drive. The drive was rolled out
on January 16 last year with
healthcare workers getting
inoculated in the first phase.
Vaccination of frontline work-
ers started from February 2.

The next phase of the
COVID-19 vaccination com-
menced from March 1 for peo-
ple over 60 years of age and
those aged 45 and above with

specified co-morbid condi-
tions.

Vaccination of all people
aged over 45 from April 1. The
government then decided to
expand the ambit of the inoc-
ulation drive by allowing every-
one above 18 to be vaccinated
from May 1. 

The next phase of COVID-
19 vaccination commenced
from January 3 this year for
adolescents in the age group of
15-18 years.

India started administering
the precaution dose of Covid
vaccine to healthcare and front-
line workers, which include
polling personnel deployed in
the five poll-bound states, and
comorbid people aged 60 and
above from January 10 in a bid
to stymie the coronavirus
spread driven by its Omicron
variant. The health ministry
has claimed that India's vacci-
nation programme has been
one of the most successful and
largest inoculation pro-

grammes when compared to
many developed western
nations with a significantly
low population base to vacci-
nate. In the vaccination drive,
the country has achieved sev-
eral milestones, which have no
precedent in the world, includ-
ing administering over 100
crore doses in less than nine
months, administering 2.51
crore doses in a single day and
several times administering
one crore doses in a day, it said.

Covid vaccine doses
administered in the country
surpassed the 100-crore mark
on October 21 last year. The
cumulative vaccine doses
administered in the country
surpassed the 150-crore mark
on January 7.

With the administration of
more than 66 lakh vaccine
doses in a day, India's COVID-
19 vaccination coverage has
exceeded 156.76 crore, accord-
ing to provisional reports till 7
am on Sunday.
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Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Sunday compli-

mented Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for the suc-
cessful completion of one year
of India's Covid vaccination
drive and said the country has
set an example for the world
how the government and the
people together can conquer
impossible challenges. 

The countrywide vaccina-
tion drive against COVID-19
on Sunday completed one year,
during which over 156.76 crore
vaccine doses were adminis-
tered.

Shah also congratulated
the scientists, health workers,
Covid warriors and the people
of the country for this endeav-
our.

"With the efficient leader-
ship, determination and con-
stant efforts of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi ji, India has set

an example in the
world that if the
government and
citizens unite in the
interest of the
nation and set a
common goal, then
the country can
overcome the
impossible and
conquer every chal-
lenge," he tweeted
in Hindi with a
hashtag one year of vaccine
drive.

"I congratulate the talent-
ed scientists, health workers, all
corona warriors and citizens on
the successful completion of
one year of the world's largest
free vaccination campaign in
the fight against Covid under
the strong and inspiring lead-
ership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi ji," Shah said in
another tweet.

According to the Health
Ministry, over 93 per cent of

the adult population have
received at least one dose while
over 69.8 per cent have been
fully vaccinated. 

The drive was rolled out on
January 16 last year with
healthcare workers getting
inoculated in the first phase.
Vaccination of frontline work-
ers started from February 2.

The government decided
to expand the ambit of the
inoculation drive by allowing
everyone above 18 to be vacci-
nated from May 1.

���
� 0*.�5*9;�

Seventy per cent of India's
adults have been fully vac-

cinated against COVID-19
while 93 per cent received the
first jab, said Union Health
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya
while launching a postage
stamp on indigenously devel-
oped vaccine Coviaxin to mark
one year of the inoculation
drive.   The drive was rolled out
on January 16 last year with
healthcare workers getting
inoculated in the first 
phase.

Addressing the commem-
orative postage stamp release
event through a video link,
Mandaviya said it is a proud
moment for Indians and the
entire world is amazed by the
country's Covid inoculation
drive.

"India has been able to

achieve the milestone of
administering over 156 crore
doses despite such a huge pop-
ulation and diversity," he 
said.

"On the occasion of com-
pletion of one year of the
Covid vaccination drive, a
postage stamp has been
released on the vaccine indige-
nously developed jointly by
the ICMR and Bharat Biotech,
realising Prime Minister
Narendra Modi ji's dream of
self-reliant India." the minister
said.

He also congratulated all
scientists on the occasion.

"Our prime minister
encouraged scientists to carry
out research and develop an
indigenous Covid vaccine and
held discussions with vaccine
manufacturing companies and
offered them 
support.
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Prof R K Dhamija, Head of
the Department of

Neurology of the Lady
Hardinge College, Delhi has
been appointed as the new
director of the Institute of
Human Behaviour and Allied
Sciences (IHBAS), Delhi. Dr
Dhamija took over the charge
of the IHBAS last Friday.

Dr Dhamija as Director of
the IHBAS has tremendous
responsibility to deliver at a
time when Omicron is raising
its ugly head and need for
deliberation around mental
health taking centre stage. An
autonomous body under the
Delhi Government, IHBAS is
the first neuro-psychartic insti-
tute in India to 
get the NABH 
accreditation.  
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Lucknow: Union Minister
Anurag Thakur on Sunday tar-
geted the Samajwadi Party,
saying people indulging in
riots go to Akhilesh Yadav's
party, while those who catch
the rioters join the BJP. He was
speaking at the BJP's Uttar
Pradesh headquarters on the
occasion of former IPS officer
Asim Arun joining the party. 

Later, two Samajwadi Party
(SP) MLCs — Shailendra
Pratap Singh and Ghanshyam
Lodhi — and former IAS offi-
cer Ram Bahadur also joined
the BJP, the party's State co-
media in-charge Abhay Singh
said. Asserting that those with
a clean image are coming to the
BJP, Thakur said, "Those who
indulge in riots go to the
Samajwadi Party, and those
who catch the rioters, join the
BJP". The BJP leader's remarks
come ahead of the elections to
the 403-member Uttar Pradesh
assembly, which will be held in
seven phases beginning
February 10. Counting of votes
is on March 10. 

"The real 'khel' (game) of
the Samajwadi Party is that the
candidate is either in jail or on
bail," the Union information
and broadcasting minister said,

referring to the SP's list of can-
didates for the polls.

"If you see MLA Nahid
Hasan (the SP candidate from
Kairana), he is SP's candidate
number one. He is in jail. The
second MLA is Abdullah
Azam, who is on bail. If you see
the list of SP candidates, it starts
from the one in jail, and ends
with the one on bail. The game
of jail-bail is the real 'khel' of
the SP," Thakur said.

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath also attacked the SP,
saying while the BJP's list of
candidates for the assembly
polls has given representation
to different sections of society,
the SP's list consists of names
of criminals.

"If you have seen the list of
the SP-alliance, then tickets
have been given to people
responsible for the exodus of
Hindu traders from Kairana
and riots in Muzaffarnagar,
and a history sheeter from
Loni," Adityanath said.

On Asim Arun's joining
the BJP, the Union minister
said, "This is clear before soci-
ety that officials with a clean
image are coming to join the
BJP, while those indulging in
riots are in the SP." 

He also accused SP candi-
date Hasan of forcing the "exo-
dus" of people, referring to the
alleged incident in Kairana
from years back.  

Sitting SP MLA from
Kairana, Hasan, on Friday
became the first candidate to
file his nomination papers for
the assembly polls. 

The two-time legislator
from the constituency was on
Saturday sent to 14-day judicial
custody by a special court after
being arrested by police, offi-
cials said.

Earlier, police had invoked
the stringent Gangsters Act
against Hasan.

Abdullah Azam, who is
the son of senior SP leader
Azam Khan, was released
from the Sitapur jail on
Saturday evening.At the BJP
headquarters, state party chief
Swatantra Dev Singh, and
Union Minister Thakur, who
is also the BJP's election co-
incharge, gave the party's
membership to Asim Arun.
Singh lauded Asim Arun and
his father Sriram Arun, a for-
mer DGP of Uttar Pradesh.   

Speaking to reporters,
Asim Arun said, "The BJP has
given me a chance to serve the
people. The decision to opt for
VRS was not an easy one.” 

"On the one hand, I had
nine years of service still left in
the police, and there was an
opportunity to climb to high-
er posts. On the other hand,
there was an ordinary life, and
a chance to serve the public," he
said."I think that Prime

Minister (Narendra Modi) has
a rare thought process, and the
speciality of the BJP is to devel-
op a new leadership," Asim
Arun said.

He also said that the past
five years were good from the
law and order point of view,
and police personnel and offi-
cers got an excellent opportu-
nity to work. 

On January 10, the Uttar
Pradesh government approved
the voluntary retirement
request of Kanpur Police
Commissioner Asim Arun.

The senior IPS officer of
the 1994-batch had applied
for premature retirement amid
speculation of his entry into
active politics and contesting
the assembly polls.

Fifty-one-year-old Asim
Arun was an additional direc-
tor general of police (ADGP)-
rank officer, who has previously
helmed the state's Anti-
Terrorist Squad, the 112 service
besides leading the police force
in districts like Aligarh,
Gorakhpur and Agra.

During central deputation,
Asim Arun, served in the
Special Protection Group
(SPG) when Manmohan Singh
was prime minister. PTI

Kolkata: Expressing shock over the
Centre's decision to exclude West
Bengal's tableau commemorating
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and his
INA on the leader's 125th birth
anniversary year, from the upcom-
ing Republic Day Parade in Delhi,
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee on
Sunday wrote to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi urging him to
reconsider the decision.

Banerjee also said that no rea-
son was cited for the tableau's rejec-
tion, a decision, which she said had
"pained" people.        

"I have been profoundly
shocked and hurt by the decision of
the Government of India to abrupt-
ly exclude the proposed tableau of
the Government of West Bengal
from the ensuing Republic Day
Parade," Banerjee said in a two-page
letter to Modi.

She wet on to write "it is even

more baffling for us that the tableau
was rejected without assigning any
reasons or justifications." 

The proposed tableau was to
commemorate the contributions of
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and his
INA on his 125th birth anniversary
year, the Chief Minister said.

"I may like to inform you that
all the people of West Bengal are
deeply pained by this attitude of the
central government. It is shocking
to find that the contribution of its
valiant freedom fighters finds no
place in the nation's ceremony to
celebrate the 

occasion of the Republic Day on
the 75th year of our Independence."I
urge you to reconsider the decision
and include the tableau of freedom
fighters from West Bengal in the
Republic Day parade on the 75th
year of our Independence," Banerjee
added. PTI

Lucknow: Samajwadi Party
(SP) chief Akhilesh Yadav on
Sunday accused the BJP of
importing workers from
Gujarat to train its cadres in
poll-bound Uttar Pradesh in
spreading "hatred and
rumours".He asked the
Election Commission to take
cognisance of the issue and
send them back, failing which,
he said elections may not
remain impartial.

"None of our workers are
from other states. I will ask my
journalist friend to give me the
list of people that have come
from Gujarat. I will write to the
Election Commission to send
back also those who have
arrived here from Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh," he said.

Yadav said photos that are
doing rounds on the social
media convey that BJP workers
from Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's home state had arrived
in Uttar Pradesh to spread
"rumours, conspiracies, lies
and hatred, besides distributing
money".

The SP chief addressed
journalists at the party office
after inducting former Uttar

Pradesh cabinet minister Dara
Singh Chauhan and Apna Dal
(Sonelal) MLA RK Verma into
the party.

Responding to Anurag
Thakur's jibe that SP leaders
were either "in jail or out on
bail", Yadav asked journalists to
look into the Union minister's
records in various ministries.
Welcoming former Kanpur
Police Commissioner Asim
Arun into the BJP fold, Thakur
had on Sunday said those
indulging in riots join the SP
and those who crack the whip
on rioters join the BJP.

Commenting on the former
IPS officer, Yadav said he will
move the Election Commission
demanding that those officials,
who had been discharging duties
with Asim Arun, be kept away
from poll duties or else they too
would "double up as BJP work-
ers". PTI
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Lucknow: Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Sunday said
while the BJP's list of candi-
dates for the Uttar Pradesh
Assembly polls has given rep-
resentation to different sections
of society, the Samajwadi
Party's list consists of names of
criminals.

Elections for the 403-mem-
ber state assembly will be held
in seven phases, beginning
February 10, while counting of
votes will be held on March 10.

Speaking to reporters after
reviewing the King George
Medical University's pre-
paredness to deal with Covid
cases, Adityanath said, "The
BJP yesterday released its list of
candidates. You have seen that
it symbolises social justice, and
has given representation to
different sections of society."

Every person, who has

seen the BJP list, feels that the
essence of 'sabka saath, sabka
vikaas' has been incorporated
in it, the chief minister, who
will be contesting the polls
from Gorakhpur, said. 

"But, if you have seen the
list of the Samajwadi Party
(SP)-alliance, then tickets have
been given to people responsi-
ble for the exodus of Hindu
traders from Kairana and riots
in Muzaffarnagar, and to a
history sheeter from Loni,"
Adityanath said.

This shows the character of
the SP and its alliance partners,
he said. 

"They want to make a gov-
ernment a medium to exploit
(people) through criminals and
mafia. This is their social jus-
tice, and this was clearly visi-
ble in their ticket distribu-
tion," Adityanath said. PTI
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Disgruntled Bengal BJP
leader and junior Union

Minister for Shipping Shantanu
Thakur stepped on heat on the
party leadership, on Sunday
holding a meeting of the
Central committee of the
Matua Mahasangh the umbrel-
la body of one million strong
Matua community.

Matuas are a closely knit
members of the SC communi-
ty — that migrated to India
from Bangladesh after Partition
and 1971 war — distributed
across four-five districts of
Bengal impacting about 25-30
Assembly seats and 5-6 MP
constituencies.

Thakur who on Saturday
held a closed-door meeting
with rebel party MLAs and
some senior leaders including
deposed State vice president Jay
Prakash Majumdar, Ritesh

Tewari and Sayantan Basu said
the Sunday’s meeting was held
to chalk out some plans for
future movements concerning
the Matua community.

Thakur is the grandson of
Matua matriarch and late reli-
gious leader of the Matua
Mahasangh a Hindu reformist
movement which has consid-
erable presence on both sides
of the border.

Though Thakur would not
speak much other leaders of the
community said, “talks were
held on the betterment of the
Matua community and imple-
mentation of the Citizenship
Amendment Act … the Matuas
and all other people who
migrated to India need to be
recognized as proper citizens a
promise that was given to us by
the BJP … and Home Minister
Amit Shah himself said that
process of implementation of
CAA would start after the pan-

demic and particularly after the
vaccination drive was com-
pleted … now the time has
come we want the Centre to
implement its promise on
CAA.”

Sunday’s meeting is seen as
Thakur’s ploy to step up pres-
sure on the State leadership to
accommodate his followers in
the newly formed decision
making committees.

Earlier he said on Saturday
that “a section of the State lead-
ers are trying to sell out the
party to some other outfit.”
Regarding the formation of a
new State committee he said
“those who took BJP from 2 per
cent to 40 per cent have been
axed whereas those who did
nothing are enjoying plum
posts.”

A rebel MLA said how
“Matuas have been completely
ignored by the leadership in dis-
tribution of posts … though

they have a large presence in
Bengal.” Though he would not
take any names the Union
Minister’s statements are report-
edly aimed at BJP national vice
president Dilip Ghosh even as
he said “there are some leaders
who do not want the BJP to
prosper in Bengal … they are
misleading the national leader-
ship into taking wrong steps.”

On whether he was plan-
ning to join some other party
Thakur said “there is ample
scope for removing the ills from
within the party … and thereis
no need to leave the party.”

In a show of dissent about
10-15 BJP MLAs and other
leaders have recently left vari-
ous designated WhatsApp
group of the party. So much so
that the Birbhum district com-
mittee of the BJP had to liter-
ally announce that there was no
formal WhatsApp group of
the party existingin the district.
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Veteran journalist and political commentator Sam
Rajappa is no more. He breathed his last early

Sunday morning (IST) at Canada where he had gone
to be with his elder son and family for Christmas and
New Year vacation.

Sam, who started his career with Free Press Journal
and moved over to The Statesman as chief of  New
Delhi bureau was instrumental in launching India
Today in 1975.

It was Sam who broke the report on the police
highhandedness of the CPI-led UDF Government in
Kerala during the emergency (1975-1977). He flashed
the scoop about the killing of P Rajan , an engineer-
ing college student at Kozhikode despite the vehement
denial of the report by the Home Minister K
Karunakaran and the Kerala Police.

Sam got himself arrested by the Kozhikode
Police and with the help of a senior police official man-
aged to get remanded to the sub jail where some of
the suspected Naxalites have been incarcerated. He met
a colleague of Rajan, who was arrested along with the
latter and he confided to Sam that Rajan died in police
custody due to the third degree measures deployed by
the cops of the Crime Branch.

Though the Kerala Government had denied the
report, it was made to swallow its own words and
owned up the fact that Rajan  died in police custody.
This led to the resignation of the then Chief Minister
K Karunakaraan within a  month of his swearing in.

His edit page articles remain a standing monument
for his knowledge, articulation and erudition.
According to close family sources, efforts  were on to
fly his mortal remains to India to be interred at
Marthandam in Kanyakumari, Sam’s native village.
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The daily Covid-19 infec-
tions dropped further in

Maharashtra by 1,135 cases to
touch a tally of 41,327 cases on
Sunday, even as eight Omicron
cases were recorded,  taking the
total number of Covid-19 vari-
ant cases recorded in the state
to 1738.

A day after it registered
42,452 cases, the daily infec-
tions dropped to 41,327, taking
the total number of cases
recorded from 71,70,483 to
72,11,810 As many as 29
Covid-19 deaths were report-
ed from various parts of the
state.  

In Mumbai, the daily
Coviod-19 infections dropped
significantly by 2,766 cases –

from 10,661 cases on Saturday
to 7,895 cases on Sunday. With
the latest tally of fresh cases, the
total Covid-19 cases in
Mumbai rose from 9,91,967
cases to 9,99,862 cases 

As 40,327 Covid-19 patients
were discharged from the hos-
pitals across the state after full
recovery, the total number of
people discharged from the
hospitals since the second week
of March 2020 increased from
67,60,514. The recovery rate in
the state rose from 94.28 per
cent to 94.3 per centThe num-
ber of “active cases” in the state
increased from 2,64,441
to68,00,900. The fatality rate in
the state dropped from 1.97 per
cent  to 1.96 per cent.

Of the total recorded cases,
Mumbai accounts for 60,371
active cases, while there are
64,259 active cases in Thane.
There are 55,997 active cases in
Pune, followed by Raigad
(15,122), Palghar (10,904),
Nagpur (9814) Nashik (8767),
Satara (4573), Ahmednagar

(4083) and Aurangabad (3106).
Of the 7,19,74,335  samples

sent to various laboratories
across the state so far, 72,11,810
have tested positive (10.02 per
cent) for COVID-19 until
SundayCurrently, 21,98,414
people are in home quarantine
while 2921 people are in insti-
tutional quarantine. 

Meanwhile, Maharashtra
recorded eight Omicron cases
taking the total number of
cases in the state to 1,738.  

The following is the break-
up of a  total 1367 Omicron
case+s recorded in the state so
far, Mumbai: 653, PMC-542,
Pimpri-Chinchwad—113,
Nagpur –90, Sangli –59,  Thane
–49,, Pune rural --46,
Kolhapur-19, Panvel and
Amarvati –18 each,  Satara –14,
Navi Mumbai-13, Osmanabad
and Akola –11 each, Kalyan
Dombivli —7, Buldhana and
Vasai-Virar- 6 each, Bhiwandi-
Nizampur and Aurangabad -5
each, Ahmednagar –4, Nanded,
Ulhasnagar, Jalna, Gondia,

Nashik and Latur--3 each,
Gadchiroli, Nandurbar and
Solapur—2 each and Jalna and
Raigad—one each.

Of the total cases 932
patients have been discharged
after a negative RT–PCR test.

In a related development,
the authorities said the total
number of passengers who
arrived at Mumbai, Pune and
Nagpur airports since
December 1 was 2,86,139
(43,787 from At-risk countries
and rest 2,42,352 are from
other countries), while pas-
sengers whose RT-PC tests
have been done are 89,009
(43,787 are from high-risk
countries and 45,222 are from
other countries). Similarly, RT-
PCR positive and samples sent
for genomic sequencing was
1,184 (548 are from at-risk
countries and 636 are from
other countries). Additionally,
field surveillance of all inter-
national passengers who have
arrived since 1st November is
underway. 
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��"���� Kolkata: West Bengal's Covid-

19 tally rose to 18,82,761 on
Saturday as 19,064 more peo-
ple tested positive for the infec-
tion, 3,581 less than the previ-
ous day, a health bulletin said.

The State's coronavirus
death toll rose to 20,052 as 39
more patients succumbed to
the infection, the highest sin-
gle-day toll since the recent
surge in Covid-19 cases, it
said.

West Bengal's positivity
rate slightly improved to 29.52
per cent from 31.14 per cent on
the previous day, the bulletin
said.

Kolkata recorded 4,831
new cases, 2,036 less than the
previous day, followed by 3,496
infections in neighbouring
North 24 Parganas district, it
said.The metropolis registered
the highest number of fresh

fatalities at 12, followed by 10
in North 24 Parganas, it 
said. PTI
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Thiruvananthapuram: The
number of daily COVID-19
cases continued to rise unabat-
ed in Kerala with the state
reporting 18,123 fresh infec-
tions on Sunday taking the total
positives to 53,69,706.

The toll in the state
touched 50,832 with 158 relat-
ed deaths, the health depart-
ment said.

Among today's deaths,
eight were recorded over the
last few days and 150 desig-
nated as COVID-19 deaths
after receiving appeals based on
the new guidelines of the
Centre and the directions of the
Supreme Court.

"Currently there are
1,03,864 active COVID-19
cases in the state out of which
only 4 per cent require hospi-
talisation," the state govern-
ment said in a release.

Among the districts,
Thiruvananthapuram recorded
3,917 cases, the highest in the

state, followed by Ernakulam
with 3,204 cases and Thrissur
with 1,700 cases.

The state had tested 59,314
samples in the last 24 hours.

Out of those found infect-
ed, 113 reached the state from
outside while 17,627 contract-
ed the disease from their con-
tacts. The source of infection of
234 is yet to be traced. 

Meanwhile, 4,749 per-
sons recuperated from the dis-
ease on Sunday taking the total
recoveries in the state to
53,23,430. PTI
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Bihar Sharif: Seven more people have
died here after consuming spurious
liquor, raising the toll to 11 in the head-
quarters of Nalanda district -- to which
dry Bihar's Chief Minister Nitish Kumar
belongs.

According to Superintendent of
Police, Nalanda, Ashok Mishra, the sta-
tion house officer (SHO) of the police
station concerned has been suspended
and bodies of eight of the deceased have
been handed over to family members
after post mortem.

"Four people died in the early hours
of Saturday while four others breathed
their last in the evening. Three more died
this morning," he said.

"All deaths have taken place in
Chhoti Pahari and Pahari Talli localities
of the town. The SHO of Sohsarai has
been suspended for being lax in keeping
an eye on the activities in an area under
his jurisdiction," added the SP. PTI
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al Government had its own set
of fumbling to cover over the
vaccine rollout, return of
Australian citizens and stu-
dents stranded overseas and
shortage of Rapid Antigen
Tests, Prime Minister Scott
Morrison intervened for some
damage control saying that the
matter was being “carefully
reviewed” by Home Affairs
Minister Alex Hawke.

As the Minister reviewed
Djokovic’s case, his footage of
dancing shirtless in a club
along with other infected play-
ers, and attending the Adria
Tour Charity Fundraiser while
being infected with COVID
came back to bite him. The
Home Affairs contended that
the information shared in the
visa application by Djokovic
was false, in response to which
Djokovic said that although he
signed it, the declaration boxes
were ticked by his team; an
argument which does not
hold any ground.

Nonetheless, on January

14, after much speculation,
Home Affairs Minister Alex
Hawke revoked his visa for the
second time under Section
133C(3) of the Migration Act
in “public interest” and to
prevent a “civil unrest” by the
“talisman of anti-vaccination
sentiment”. Prime Minister
Morrison said that Djokovic’s
visa has been revoked “in
public interest” and since the
Australians have made “many
sacrifices” during the pan-
demic, their interests and safe-
ty needed to be protected.

The PM’s stand has appar-
ently struck the right chord
with the larger Australian
community. In the past 12
months, thousands of
Australian workers and busi-
ness establishments have suf-
fered unfathomable hardship
and pain due to “heartless”
border closures and restric-
tions, strict isolation and quar-
antine regulations and vacci-
nation requirement. Families
have been separated, and many

have been unable to bid good-
bye to their near and dear ones
due to border restrictions
despite being fully vaccinated.
Children have been separated
from mothers, and Australian
citizens have been stranded
overseas unable to return for
months. This exemption flew
in the face of them all.

Djokovic’s lawyers chal-
lenged the Minister’s decision
in the full Federal Court
where Chief Justice James
Allsop announced the court’s
unanimous decision of dis-
missing the world no. 1’s
application, with costs to be
paid borne by him. “It sends
an appalling message to mil-
lions seeking to reduce
#COVID19Aus risk to them-
selves & others. #Vaccination
shows respect, Novak,” tweet-
ed Stephen Parnis, a former
vice-president of the
Australian Medical
Association. “I don’t care
how good a tennis player he
is. If he’s refusing to get vac-
cinated, he shouldn’t be
allowed in,” Parnis tweeted.

Even the Indian and
English cricketers have been
subjected to the strictest of
quarantine and COVID reg-
ulations and, therefore,
granting exemption to
Novak was definitely making
a mockery of all those who
made the “sacrifices” and
went through a lot of pain to
abide by COVID rules and
regulations, and did their bit
to entertain in a safe manner.
Sport nowadays is not just a
sport, but is closely linked
with the well-being of thou-
sands who congregate to
watch it. The pandemic does
not discriminate, and so
shouldn’t we!

That he has been deport-
ed is not the key issue but that
he was allowed to enter in the
first place, is. Novak’s double
visa revocation and deporta-
tion are extraordinary indeed,
but so are the times in which
we all live.

(The author is the CEO,
Institute for Australia India
Engagement, Brisbane, and
Editor-in-Chief, India News
Australia. The views expressed
are personal.)
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Sir — Since the exit of UP Minister
Swami Prasad Maurya, the BJP has been
in the damage-control mode on and off
the camera. Although the saffron party
has a big leader in Deputy CM Keshav
Prasad Maurya to woo voters and main-
tain the caste equilibrium, the sudden
departure of Swami Prasad may have an
impact on BJP’s prospects in several east-
ern UP districts, especially Rae Bareli,
Budayun and Kushinagar. In Uttar
Pradesh’s ethnic demography, after
Yadavs and Kurmis, the third biggest
chunk is of the Maurya community
which includes Shakya, Saini, Kushwaha,
Kori and Kachi. Meanwhile, UP has at
least 6 per cent of Maurya-Kushwaha
population but in around 15 districts,
their population is consolidated to 15 per
cent and Swami Prasad has become their
undisputed leader.

BSP supremo Mayawati ensured
that these OBC communities show their
allegiance to her party via Swami Prasad
and this vital social engineering made for
a winning cocktail for Mayawati in the
2007 Assembly election. The BJP will
have to course correct and solve the mys-
tery of caste equation as it did in the past
few elections; otherwise the platter of
election would subtly shift from CM Yogi
Adityanath’s plank of “religious identi-
ty” towards caste-based voting. But
there is a need for every party to realign
its strategy and have an ear to the ground
in the non-physical and virtual mode.

Nischai Vats | Sultanpur
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Sir —  India completed one year of its
vaccination drive against COVID-19
with 157 crore vaccine doses already
given. As per the Health Ministry, 92 per
cent of the adult population has received
at least one dose while over 68 per cent
have been fully vaccinated. The drive was
rolled out on January 16, 2021, with
healthcare workers getting inoculated in
the first phase. The vaccination of front-
line workers started on February 2.The
next phase of the COVID-19 vaccination
commenced on March 1 for people over

60 years of age and those aged 45 and
above with specific co-morbid condi-
tions.

Then came vaccination for all aged
over 45 from April 1. The Government
then decided to expand the ambit of
the inoculation drive by allowing
everyone above 18 to be vaccinated
from May 1. The next phase of
COVID-19 vaccination commenced
from January 3 this year for adolescents
in the age group of 15-18 years. It was
one of the most successful and largest
inoculation programmes when com-
pared to many developed nations with
a significantly low population base to
vaccinate. With this, India has achieved
the milestone.

Bhagwan Thadani | Mumbai
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Sir — Virat Kohli’s sudden announce-
ment of stepping down from India’s
Test captaincy has come as a real shock
to the cricketing fraternity of the
country. Kohli will go down as India’s

most successful Test captain with 40
wins, 17 defeats and 11 draws in 68
matches. It won't be an easy task for
Kohli’s successor to replicate his suc-
cess. Only time will tell whether it was
a wise move by Kohli to step down from
Test captaincy. But whatever the future
holds, the batting icon will go down as
India’s best Test captain by a mile. 

Perhaps, by making this decision,
Kohli might have missed a big oppor-
tunity to shut up his detractors with
some terrific wins. Had India won the
Test series in South Africa, things
might have been different but it seems
the 1-2 loss made it a bit complicated.
Not having to carry the weight of cap-
taincy any more in any format, the
charismatic right-hander can wholly
and now intensely focus on his batting
and return to being what he is best
known for — the run machine.

Ranganathan Sivakumar | Chennai
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Novak Djokovic made
world headlines this
time for his fight in a
different ‘court’ Down

Under. The world No. 1 tennis
player had landed in Australia on
January 6 to find out that the visa
based on the medical exemption
granted by the Independent
Medical Exemption Review Panel
appointed by the Victorian
Government, has been revoked
by the Australian Border Force.

Australian Open chief Craig
Tiley shared that over 26 play-
ers and support staff had asked
for medical exemption on vari-
ous grounds, out of which only
a few were granted. India’s rising
tennis player Aman Dahiya was
one of the unlucky ones, despite
arguing with the Australian
authorities that being only 17
years’ old, he was not allowed to
have vaccination as the Indian
Government had approved vac-
cines for the 15-18 years’ old
only on January 3, leaving little
time for Dahiya to get vaccinat-
ed. Naturally, Dahiya was ques-
tioning the exemption being
granted to Novak Djokovic.

Djokovic’s controversy trig-
gered a massive backlash from
his fans both back home and in
Australia, leading to a police
action in Melbourne. From the
angry Serbian President to the
world no. 1’s parents, the brick-
bats have been unrelenting in
Australia.

Djokovic’s lawyers filed an
appeal in the Federal Circuit
Court where Judge Anthony
Kelly ruled on January 10 against
Djokovic’s visa cancellation and
ordered his release from
Immigration detention, saying:
“The Government has conceded
that the Border Force’s decision
to interview Mr Djokovic and
subsequently cancel his visa was
unreasonable in the circum-
stances.” His lawyers had argued
that because he had contracted
COVID on December 16, and so
he was not eligible for vaccination
for six months, and hence, the
exemption from Tennis Australia
and the Department of Home
Affairs was granted. It is a differ-
ent matter that Djokovic is
against vaccination in principle.

Seeing the adverse publicity
and backlash, and that too in an
election year, in which the feder-
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The churning in UP is being
keenly observed following the
exit of some caste leaders from
BJP. Is it caste reengineering or

a repeat of the Bengal elections where
a similar exodus was seen from the rul-
ing TMC to BJP?

Caste is more powerful in states like
UP than "vikas". It is a complex situa-
tion. As a footnote also, it would be
interesting to observe whether develop-
ment would be a vote generator or not. 

It is interesting to recall that host of
leaders, MLAs and other leaders joined
the BJP in Bengal and most had got tick-
ets too. Only a few got elected in the
2020 Bengal assembly polls election
among the 73 MLAs. The story did not
end there. After Mamata Banerjee
romped home with a thumping major-
ity, a reverse exodus started and contin-
ues till the day. That includes the Matua
community leaders, who had helped the
rise of BJP in the 2019 elections.

The comparison is slightly incongru-
ous. The politics of Bengal and UP are
different. The common refrain is
whether a Bengal-like situation is devel-
oping in UP.

Does it mean that Samajwadi party
has become powerful and can dislodge
BJP? Not easy to say but SP is doing caste
reengineering almost the way BJP did it
some years back. SP leader Akhilesh
Yadav is roping in different smaller caste
groups. Since December 11, 2021, 17
leaders quit BJP and most of them have
joined SP.

Most of the leaders leaving BJP since
December 2021 are from different OBC
groups having influence in different
areas. This includes Omprakash Rajbhar
of Suheldev Bharatiya Samaj Party, a
caste-based party of Rajbhars. They are
among the extreme backward OBCs
having influence in many parts of east-
ern UP.  

Swami Prasad Maurya is the leader
of another caste group spread in about
30 constituencies. Following him so far,
four others Roshan Lal Verma, Bhagvati
Sagar, Roshan Lal Prjapati, ministers
Dara Singh Chauhan and Dharampal
Saini have quit the party and more are
said to be in the queue.  UP deputy chief
minister Keshav Prasad Maurya hints
that these people left the party for their
selfish ends. The overall perception
gaining ground is that the SP has won
back its lost ground with Jats of Jayant
Chaudhury's RLD and minority groups.
Yadavs largely are with the SP. Akhilesh
Yadav trying to win over smaller parties
is again an attempt to unite splinter caste
votes, a strategy that helped UP BJP in
2017. 

BJP spokesman Sangeet Ragi says
that like in the previous election, BJP is
replacing about 50 to 60 per cent MLAs
and those who left, did so fearing rejec-
tion of tickets. Of late, another caste
leader of Apna Dal is also clamouring
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to fight on 36 seats in the state
elections. So far BJP has offered
five. It is not easy for BJP to con-
cede its strongholds to caste par-
ties. It also cannot strengthen
smaller parties at its cost. 

The BJP has its concern. It
cannot leave the field to caste par-
ties and empower their leaders.
The concern is legitimate. Most
caste leaders have been given
important party or ministerial
portfolios. They are not losing the
opportunity to further increase
their clout in their regions. This
does not serve well for the BJP or
its cadres for its national goals.
The cadre is unhappy in different
pockets and the BJP has to take
care of them during these critical
times.

The party and allied organi-
sations' cadre manage BJP cam-
paigning right down to the booth
level. It is they who make voters
move to the EVM booths. The
social engineering that had
helped the BJP win 325 of 403
seats also brought a baggage of
smaller parties. These parties
cause many problems for the big
brother. The smaller groups are
viewed as a burden but nobody
can say so. In a way those leav-
ing BJP are helping it, the party
leaders believe.  A concern also
remains how to keep those caste
groups along.

Those leaving BJP include
Brahmins, and extreme back-
ward classes and Nishads, who in
2017 had given the party an
edge. They are from places like
Prayagraj, Ballia, Bahraich, Sant
Kabir Nagar, Sitapur, Azamgarh
- all in eastern UP. There are some
defections from Agra and

Bulandhshahr too. Challenge is
being noticed in key western UP
areas in Mathura, Aligarh,
Hathras, Baghpat and adjacent
areas, wherever the RLD has its
influence.

As the SP is seemingly gain-
ing enough to pose a challenge,
the BJP also has successfully
tried some defections from other
parties. It however apparently is
not at even keel. Belligerent
Akhilesh Yadav is challenging the
statement of chief minister Yogi
Adityanath - 80 per cent with BJP
and 20 against - by reversing it in
his favour. He is criticizing Yogi
for giving it a communal tinge.
The BJP feels heightened
Hindutva would help it meet the
opposition challenge. 

The party won about 100
seats with margins of 100 to
2000. These seats are a matter of
concern. It is more so as SP is
supposed to have increased its
vote share from 21.5 per cent in
2017 to 31 per cent. The BJP vote
share remains around 40 percent
as per poll surveys. It had 39.67
per cent votes in 2017. This
means while the SP has added to
its kitty, BJP share remains stag-
nant or it has not been able to add
more support despite its focus on
Hindutva,  Ram temple,
Vishwanath corridor and Sri
Krishna temple.

A BJP election organizer in
eastern UP says that this is a small
concern. The party is confident
about the edge it has against SP.
It has also to see how Congress
acts in this election. Though
nobody says it has much of
strength but its recent road
shows, and the approach of

Priyanka Gandhi, may cause
some surprises in pockets. So far,
no Congress-SP understanding is
on the cards. If that happens there
may be some difference in results.
BSP for now remain an enigma.

The BJP organisers feel that
BJP gains in western UP would be
limited. It has to gain the maxi-
mum from the east. In central
Avadh region too, it may have
mixed bag.

The rise of SP is being noted
by BJP who says the former has
its baggage to deal with. After the
recent panchayat elections, an
aggressive Yadav posturing is
said to have annoyed people in
the rural areas. It reportedly
reminds them of its 2012-17 law-
less regime. 

The minorities aligning with
SP may also hurt it - that is yet
another perception. The en bloc
voting of the minorities causes
reactive voting and that helps BJP.
The Hindutva and minority fac-
tors may help BJP get back to
power.

In this entire discourse, devel-
opment is not really a major poll
issue despite some claims by BJP
and barbs by the opposition
against it. So far, the poll planks
revolve around Modi, Yogi,
Akhilesh, temples and castes. 

Joblessness, farmers issues
and inflation hurt people but yet
not centre stage despite the oppo-
sition harping on it.

The BJP is prudently not tak-
ing Akhilesh lightly considering
that it is UP that will set the
course for the 2024 national elec-
tions. Nobody would have a cake-
walk. The scenario remains com-
plex and interesting. 

(The writer is a
senior journalist. The
views expressed are

personal.)

Once they called it 'com-
bat fatigue', and treated
the soldiers who

showed the symptoms with a
mixture of pity and contempt.
Then they renamed it 'post-
traumatic stress disorder'
(PTSD) and broadened the
definition to cover similar
responses to other stressful sit-
uations. And now we have
Covid fatigue.

We're coming up on two
years since the first round of
lockdowns and overflowing
hospitals, and heading for yet
another peak in the pandemic.
At least five million people
have died of Covid-19, and
more than half a billion have
had it. People are worn down,
and it's starting to show.

The anti-vaxxers are the
first to feel the weight of pub-
lic resentment. Once they were

just seen as gullible simpletons
taken in by online conspiracy
theories. Now, in countries
where the great majority of peo-
ple are vaccinated, they have
been promoted to the status of
a public health risk. 

They were always a reser-
voir of the virus, but now that
most people are vaccinated,
the harm they do is more visi-
ble. In countries like Canada
and France, where 80 per cent
or more of the population is
fully vaccinated, up to 90per
cent of the people filling inten-
sive care beds that could be
serving other critically ill peo-
ple are unvaccinated Covid
cases.

That's why French
President Emmanuel Macron,
facing an election in April,
found it politically advanta-
geous to say: "We have to tell

(the unvaccinated)... you will no
longer be able to go to a restau-
rant. You will no longer be able
to go for a coffee, you will no
longer be able to go to the the-
atre. You will no longer be able
to go to the cinema."

Macron later told a news-
paper: "as for the non-vaccinat-
ed, I really want to piss them
off." So that they would go and
get vaccinated, presumably, but
he knew he was also catching

the popular mood. He later told
reporters in Paris: "People can
get upset about a way of speak-
ing that seems colloquial, but I
fully stand by it. I'm upset
about the situation we're in."

Canada's Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau took the same
line, although in more genteel
language. But he didn't go as far
as Quebec, the hardest hit of the
Canadian provinces.

Quebec is not doing badly

by international standards; the
same population as Austria or
Switzerland, and about the
same number of deaths. But last
week it required people to show
proof of vaccination at provin-
cial cannabis and alcohol shops
- and it has now declared that
the unvaccinated will have to
pay a monthly 'contribution' to
the cost of health care.

Even the Pope has chipped
in, saying that getting vaccinat-
ed is a "moral obligation," and
you don't have to share his faith
to agree with that statement.
Vaccines protect not only the
people who get the jab, but all
those who may come into con-
tact with them. That was always
true, but now the patience has
run out because people are tired.

The most dangerous conse-
quence of Covid fatigue, how-
ever, is the magical thinking

that it induces even in some
health professionals. 'It's been so
long; surely it will be over
soon' is a wish, not a scientific
statement.

Early this week Dr David
Nabarro, World Health
Organisation's special envoy
of Covid-19, suggested that
most countries have already
passed the halfway mark in the
pandemic 'marathon'. "We can
see the end in sight, but we're
not there (yet), and there's
going to be some bumps before
we get there."

Nadhim Zahawi, responsi-
ble for Britain's vaccine deploy-
ment last year, said "I hope we
will be one of the first major
economies to demonstrate to
the world how you transition
from pandemic to epidemic,
and then deal with this howev-
er long it remains with us,

whether that's five, six, seven,
ten years."

And Spain's Prime Minister
Pedro Sánchez said that the
European Union should stop
detailed tracking of the pan-
demic and "start evaluating the
evolution of this disease with
different parameters." In plain
Spanish, that means: treat it like
a flu epidemic. 

This is wishful thinking
and nothing more. There is no
reason to believe that the end is
in sight, or that the next Covid
variant won't be worse than
Omicron, or even that infec-
tious diseases always evolve
towards lower lethality. Some
do; some don't.

And it won't be over until
the vaccination rates in Africa
and Asia are the same as in
Europe, East Asia and the
Americas, plus 6-12 months.
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(Gwynne Dyer's new book is
'The Shortest History of

War'. The views expressed
are personal.)
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Nepal on Sunday once again
reminded India not to

construct any roads in Nepali
territory unilaterally.

This reaction comes in a
response to a recent statement
of Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on December
30 in Uttarakhand.

While addressing an elec-
tion rally, Modi on December
30 announced that his govern-
ment had built a road to
Lipulekh and that there were
more plans to extend it further.

Responding the statement
of the Indian Prime Minister
after it created a huge uproar in
Nepal across the political spec-
trum, Nepal's Minister for
Information and
Communication Minister
Gyanendra Bahadur Karki said
on Sunday that Nepal govern-
ment has been asking India not
to extend and construct road
via Nepali territory unilateral-
ly.The Indian government is
building a road via Lipulekh to
Kailash Mansarovar in the
Tibetan Autonomous Region
of China.

After the row in Nepal
over Modi's statement, the
Indian Embassy in Kathmandu
on Saturday issued a state-
ment, clarifying that any out-
standing boundary issues with
Nepal will be settled through
established mechanisms and
channels."The Government of
India's position on the India-
Nepal boundary is well known,
consistent and unambiguous,"

it said in the statement. "It has
been communicated to the
Government of Nepal." Almost
all political parties in Nepal,
including Prime Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba's own Nepali
Congress, have been demand-
ing that the government speak
up on Modi's statement and
make its position clear on
Lipulekh.

When India and China
agreed to develop a trade and
transit route via Lipulekh dur-
ing Modi's visit to China in
2015, the Nepal government
had objected to the decision
and protested with both Indian
and Chinese governments
through the separate diplo-
matic notes. 

While calling Lipulekh an
integral part of its territory,
Nepal asked both New Delhi
and Beijing to scrap the agree-
ment or take prior consent
from Nepal if they want to con-
struct anything into the dis-
puted territory. Lipulekh is a
trijunction between Nepal,
India and China.

Earlier in 2020, Nepal
again protested India's decision
to extend the road via Lipulekh.

Indian Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh had inaugurat-
ed the road in the first week of
May 2020, creating quite an
uproar in Nepal. 

The Nepal government
then on May 20, 2020 unveiled
a new map incorporating
Kalapani, Limpiyadhura, and
Lipulekh within the Nepali
territory. The new map was
endorsed by Parliament unan-

imously through a constitu-
tional amendment. India had
taken umbrage at Nepal's
move, calling the publication of
the new map "cartographic
assertions". Nepal-India rela-
tions then hit a rock-bottom
and came back on track only at
the end of last year. But Modi's
remarks on Lipulekh once
again created a commotion in
Nepal.

Addressing a press confer-
ence on Sunday, Karki who is
also the spokesperson of the
Nepal government, stated that
the Nepal government is clear
that Kalapani, Lipulekh, and
Limpiyadhura are the integral
part of Nepal.

Besides Lipulekh, Nepal
and India also have disputes in
Kalapani and Limpiyadhura
area. Limpiyadhura is the last
border point between Nepal
and India which Nepal claims
as its own territory. Similarly,
near Limpiyadhura, there is
another chunk of land called
Kalapani where India has been
keeping its troops after the
1962 Indo-China war. 

Nepa has been saying that
Kalapani falls inside Nepali
territory and India had unilat-
erally stationed its troops there
without prior approval from
Nepal. 

Given the close and his-
toric relations between Nepal
and India and its letter and
spirit, Nepal wants to resolve
the dispute through the historic
treaty and agreement, facts,
maps and evidence through the
diplomatic channel, said Karki.
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Texas Governor Greg
Abbott announced on

Sunday that "all hostages are
out alive and safe" after an
hours-long standoff at a syn-
agogue ended.

The four hostages, includ-
ing a rabbi,  were taken
hostage on Saturday at the
Congregation Beth Israel in
Colleyville, just outside Fort
Worth, reports Xinhua news
agency.

No injuries were reported
among the hostages, one of
whom was released earlier in
the evening.

Addressing the media,
Colleyvil le  Police Chief
Michael Miller said although
all the hostages are now safe,
the synagogue was still an
active crime scene.

According to Miller, the
police received a call at 10.41
a.m.Services at the synagogue
were being broadcast online

through apps including
Facebook and Zoom when
the suspect entered and took
four people hostage, CNN
quoted the police chief as say-
ing.

Authorities negotiated
with the suspect "all day",
Miller said, adding there was
"constant communication
with him".

He also confirmed that
the suspect was dead, without
giving further details.

In a statement released by
the White House, President
Joe Biden said: "There is more
we will learn in the days
ahead about the motivations
of the hostage taker. 

But let me be clear to any-
one who intends to spread
hate, we will stand against
anti-Semitism and against the
rise of extremism in this
country. That is who we are,
and tonight, the men and
women of law enforcement
made us all proud."
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Ahearing of incarcerated
Pashtun Tahaffuz

Movement (PTM)-linked MNA
Ali Wazir's case has been post-
poned once again in Pakistan,
with rights activists raising con-
cerns about absence of due
process, Friday Times reported.

While Wazir was recently
granted bail in a case pertaining
to 'anti-state' speech, he remains
behind bars as another case
registered against him is still
pending.

On Friday, the PTM held a
protest in Islamabad calling for
the release of Ali Wazir, as well
as Hanif Pashteen and Uwais
Abdal, among other PTM mem-
bers. Rights activist Tahira
Abdullah and Pakistan People's
Party (PPP) leader Farhatullah
Babar were among the partici-
pants, the report said.

In early January, Ali Wazir's
lawyer, Qadir Khan, had his
house ransacked in Karachi.
Several close to the attorney
claimed the raid was the work of
the Sindhi Rangers, whom they
also alleged harassed the lawyer's
family, including his daughter,
the report said. Ali Wazir, a law-
maker from South Waziristan
elected in 2018, was arrested in
Peshawar in December 2020 on
charges of sedition, along with
10 other PTM members. Wazir
was granted bail by the Supreme
Court in November last year, but
remains incarcerated in anoth-
er case. 
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Aman has gone on trial in
London, accused of plotting

to kill a Pakistani blogger living
in the Netherlands, the BBC
reported. 

A court heard that 31-year-
old Muhammad Gohir Khan
was hired as a "hitman" by figures
said to be based in Pakistan.He
was arrested last June and plead-
ed not guilty to conspiracy to
murder.

Lawyers said the intended
victim, Ahmad Waqass Goraya,
had set up a blog on Facebook
making fun of the Pakistani mil-
itary and detailing alleged human
rights violations, the report said.

Kingston Crown Court
heard that Goraya, who was liv-
ing in Rotterdam at the time, "was
known for speaking out against
the activities of the Pakistani
government and appears to have
been targeted for that reason", the
report added. The jury was told
that Khan, a supermarket work-
er from East London, was heav-
ily in debt - with the prosecution
alleging he reacted "enthusiasti-
cally" to a proposal by a man
named only as "MudZ" to kill the
Pakistani political activist in
exchange for 100,000 pounds.

Leading the prosecution,
Alison Morgan QC, said in
December 2018, Goraya had
received information from the
FBI that he was on a "kill list" and
that he had received threats
online and in person, some of
which he believed "were being
orchestrated by ISI", Pakistan's
intelligence agency.
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ASomali government
spokesman Mohamed

Ibrahim Moalimuu was injured
in a suicide car bombing in
Mogadishu, the capital of
Somalia, on Sunday, said a
police source.

Police spokesman
Abdifitah Aden said that a
suicide bomber blew himself
up at Moalimu's vehicle at a
busy Dabka intersection in
Mogadishu, Xinhua news
agency reported.

"The government
spokesman is currently hospi-
talized in Mogadishu," Aden
told journalists and promised
to provide more details once
ongoing investigations are
completed.Witnesses said the
former journalist escaped with
slight injuries and is out of dan-
ger. No group has claimed
responsibility for latest attack in
the restive city but militant
group, al-Shabab, frequently
stages such attacks in capital
and elsewhere in Somalia.
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New Zealand on Sunday
pledged to provide sup-

port for Tonga following a vol-
canic eruption that sent tsuna-
mi waves crashing onto Pacific
Island. Prime Minister Jacinda
Ardern told reporters here that
her government has made an
initial sum of NZ$500,000
($340,000) available to provide
assistance to Tonga, reports
Xinhua news agency.

The tsunami had a signifi-
cant impact on part of foreshore
of Tonga, with boats and large
boulders washed ashore and
shops along coast damaged,
said Ardern.

There has been no official
report of injuries or deaths yet.
However, communications were
interrupted and limited. The
main undersea communica-
tions cable has been impacted,
said Ardern."Damage assess-
ments are under way and New
Zealand has formally offered to
provide assistance to Tonga. A
New Zealand Defence Force
P3 Orion is on stand-by to pro-

vide aerial surveillance subject
to conditions including ash fall,"
she said. Along with the aircraft
flight, New Zealand was con-
sidering deployment of a naval
ship should it being needed, the
Prime Minister further said.
The New Zealand government
was waiting to hear from Tongan
authorities about what was
needed, said Ardern. Tsunami
waves hit Tonga on Saturday
evening.

The tsunami followed a
series of violent eruptions from
submarine volcano Hunga
Tonga Hunga Ha'apai, 65 km
north of country's main island
Tongatapu.

Tsunami warnings were
issued in Australia, New
Zealand, Japan and US.
According to Tonga Geological
Services, a massive underwater
volcano erupted on Friday with
plumes reaching more than 19
km above sea level. A cloud of
ash and steam reached about
241 km across, an event cap-
tured by satellite images that
have been shared by various
meteorological agencies. 
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UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres has

expressed deep concerns after
reports of a tsunami and ash
affecting Tonga following the
eruption of an undersea vol-
cano near Pacific nation.
Tsunami warnings have been
issued in countries such as
Australia, New Zealand, Japan
and US, reports Xinhua news
agency. "The UN offices in
Pacific are closely monitoring
situation and are on standby to
provide support if requested.
The Secretary-General is grate-
ful to countries that have
already offered their support,"
Farhan Haq, deputy spokesman
for Guterres, said in a state-
ment.

According to Tonga
Geological Services, a massive
underwater volcano erupted
on Friday with plumes reach-
ing more than 19 km above sea
level. A cloud of ash and steam
reached about 241 km across,
an event captured by satellite
images that are shared by var-
ious meteorological agencies.
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Israel is expected to start
vaccines for babies and tod-

dlers, between six months
and 5 years, by April, accord-
ing to a senior health official.

Currently vaccines are
available in the country for
adults, and children aged five
and above.

"In Israel vaccines are
available now for everybody
aged five and over. I believe by
April this year it will be
expanded for any age above
six months,"  Dr Asher
Shalmon,  the Health
Ministry's director for inter-
national relations, said in a
briefing to foreign policy-
makers and journalists this
week.

US drugmaker Pfizer is in
the process of conducting
clinical trials to lower the
approved age for its vaccine
from five years to six months,
Times of Israel reported. 

Pfizer had reported last
month that in its ongoing trial

of children aged six months to
five years, "no safety concerns
were identified" and the vac-
cine "demonstrated a
favourable safety profile."

The company is current-
ly checking responses to a
regimen of three mini doses
for under-5s, after finding
that a two-dose approach
provoked a strong response
among children aged 6-24
months, but was not very
strong in children aged two to
five years, the report said.

According to government
Covid adviser Prof Nadav
Davidovitch, a top epidemi-
ologist, children are often
much less sick than adults, but
they can have "PIMS [pedi-
atric inflammatory multisys-
tem syndrome, an after effect
of Covid-19] and long Covid,
which is why vaccines are
important, and there will be
vaccines for children under
five."

The US Centres for
Disease Control  and
Prevention found that the

Pfizer vaccine is highly pro-
tective against PIMS. It con-
cluded that the vaccine is 91
per cent effective in prevent-
ing PIMS among 12-18 years
of age, a statistic based on
comparison of its occurrence
among unvaccinated
teenagers, the report said.

Davidovitch said parents
should not let their guard
down against Omicron based
on observations that it tends
to cause milder illness than
previous variants.

"It's clear now that unlike
with the original SARS-COV-
2 that was not so relevant to
children and they were not so
infectious, now things are
very different," he said.

"It's probably related to
biological characteristics,
infection is now much more
in your throat and in the
upper respiratory areas. 

With children, whose
anatomy is different from
adults', this seems to make
them more prone to infection
now."
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Photos and videos have gone
viral on the social media

showing empty boxes of major
shipping companies like UPS,
FedEx and Amazon, littered
alongside rail tracks in Los
Angeles County, as there has
been a spike in freight train
thefts, according to a media
report.

A CNN report on Saturday
said that Union Pacific, one of
the country's largest railroad
companies, has announced it
may avoid operating in Los
Angeles County following the
spike in thefts, which it blames
on lax prosecution of crimes.

The containers and trains
are locked, but can be broken
into, the report added.

In a letter to the Los
Angeles District Attorney sent
last month, the Union claimed
that it saw a 160 per cent year-
over-year increase in theft in
the county, the largest in the
US.

Meanwhile, the
Association of American
Railroads has expressed con-
cern about crime increase. "In
coordination with local law and
where necessary federal law
enforcement partners,  indus-
try is committed to pursuing all
avenues necessary to address
this criminal behaviour," an
Association spokesman said
in a statement.
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Atop official of the
Presidency Council of

Libya has stressed the need to
support holding the presiden-
tial elections in the country. 

The council's Deputy
President Abdullah Allafi
made the remarks during a
meeting with the Speaker of
the Libyan House of
Representatives Aguila Saleh,
reports Xinhua news agency
quoted an official statement as
saying.

"The Deputy President of
the Presidency Council of
Libya, Abdullah Allafi, con-
firmed that his meeting with
the Speaker of the House of
Representatives, Aguila Saleh,
was fruitful and that they dis-
cussed ways to support the
political process and the elec-
tions in Libya," the statement
said.

"Allafi stressed the coun-
cil's commitment to support-
ing the elections through a
clear roadmap and based on
strong legal and constitution-
al foundations," it added. He
also stressed the Council's
support for the efforts of the
House of Representatives to
issue laws that help bring the
Libyans together and achieve
stability in the country.

Libya's presidential elec-
tions, originally scheduled for
December 24, 2021, were post-
poned indefinitely due to tech-
nical and legal issues, accord-
ing to the country's elections
commission.
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At least a child was killed
and four security person-

nel were wounded after a road-
side bomb blast hit a security
forces pick-up truck in
Bagrami district, east of the
capital Kabul on Sunday, the
capital police said. The incident
occurred when an improvised
bomb planted at a road divider
was detonated when the vehi-
cle was passing by an area in
Bagrami district at around
mid-day, police spokesman
Mubin Khan told reporters
via a text massaging, Xinhua
News Agency reported.

An investigation is under-
way and affected people have
been shifted to a nearby hos-
pital, he said. The blast also
damaged several vehicles and
nearby buildings. No group has
claimed responsibility for
attack yet. Militants affiliated to
the extremist Islamic State (IS)
group have claimed responsi-
bility for a number of bomb
attacks in Afghanistan in recent
months.
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The Yemen government
army has recaptured Harib

district in the oil-rich province
of Marib from the Houthi
militia after a deadly battle, a
military source confirmed. The
army entered the district's cen-
tral town on Saturday and
now is combing the areas sur-
rounding it, the source told
Xinhua news agency.

Meanwhile, the Saudi-
owned Al-Arabiya TV report-
ed that the coalition carried out
33 airstrikes on Marib in the
past 24 hours, destroying 21
vehicles of the Houthi militia
and killing 190 militants.The
Houthi is yet to officially com-
ment on the developments.

The Houthis seized Harib
and several other districts in
the government-controlled
province last year.Last week,
Yemeni army recaptured three
districts in adjacent province of
Shabwa from the Houthi mili-
tia after a 10-day battle, taking
the whole province of Shabwa
from the militia.Yemen has
been mired in a civil war since
late 2014 when the Houthi
militia seized control of sever-
al northern provinces and
forced the internationally rec-
ognized government of
President Abd-Rabbu Mansour
Hadi out of the capital Sanaa.
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Pakistan defence authorities
told Lahore High Court's

Rawalpindi bench that
Lieutenant General (retd) Javed
Iqbal, who was found involved in
espionage activities, had con-
fessed to his "guilt" in his judicial
confessional statement before
an Islamabad first class magis-
trate, The Express Tribune
reported.

On conclusion of trial,  court
adjudged him "guilty" of all
charges and awarded him sen-
tence of rigorous imprisonment
for 14 years on May 29, 2019.
Moreover, the petitioner con-
fessed his "guilt" in his judicial
confessional statement before
an Islamabad first class magis-
trate. He also appeared before
Field General Court Martial
(FGCM) and recorded his state-
ment and was subjected to cross-
examination by private defence
counsel of petitioner, the report
said.

Moreover, it was submitted
that interim relief in form of sus-
pension of sentence would jeop-
ardise security and interest of
State. "The petitioner remained
on highly sensitive posts while
serving in Pakistan Army and his
suspension of sentence would
endanger State's security. Further,
case before this court is an extra-
ordinary sensitive in nature and
petitioner's own life would be at
risk as anti-state elements might
harm him for their nefarious
designs," the report added.
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Israel Former Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin

Netanyahu is negotiating a
plea deal in his corruption
case, a person involved in talks
said Sunday. The deal, which
could be signed as early as this
week, could usher Netanyahu
off the Israeli political stage for
years, paving way for a leader-
ship race in his Likud party and
shaking up Israeli politics. Any
deal could spare Netanyahu an
embarrassing and protracted
trial over an issue that has
gripped the nation and risks
tarnishing his legacy. Reports
of a deal angered critics who
said a it would undermine
rule of law.

“The man who worked to
destroy public’s trust in foun-
dations of democracy for per-
sonal reasons is not eligible for
deals,” Health Minister Nitzan
Horowitz tweeted. He was
referring to Netanyahu’s
attempts after he was indicted
to cast doubt on Israel’s justice
system, saying it was biased and
pursuing a witch hunt against
him.

Demonstrators gathered
against developing deal outside
attorney general’s house
Saturday evening. Any deal
will likely be challenged in
court.A spokesman for
Netanyahu declined to com-
ment. Netanyahu is on trial for
fraud, breach of trust and

accepting bribes in three sep-
arate cases. The former pre-
mier, now opposition leader,
denies wrongdoing.The person
involved in negotiations said
plea deal would drop bribery
and fraud charges and scrap
one case entirely. The person
asked for anonymity because
he wasn’t authorized to discuss
the details of talks. He said a
plea deal would likely be
announced in the coming days.

The person said a number
of elements remained unre-
solved, including inclusion of
charge of “moral turpitude,”
which under Israeli law would
ban Netanyahu from politics
for 7 years. They were also
deliberating whether
Netanyahu would be forced to
do community service under
deal.

Including “moral turpi-
tude” would challenge
Netanyahu’s vows to return to
lead the country after his 12-
year reign was ended last year
by a coalition of ideologically
disparate parties with little in
common other than its oppo-
sition to his leadership. But
Netanyahu, dubbed a political
wizard for his ability to survive
repeated attempts at ending his
rule, could make a comeback
when ban expires. He would be
nearly 80. His departure from
political scene would set off a
leadership race in Likud party,
with several lawmakers already
promising to run. 
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AWorld Health
Organization official

warned last week of a “closing
window of opportunity” for
European countries to prevent
their health care systems from
being overwhelmed as the omi-
cron variant produces near-ver-
tical growth in coronavirus
infections. In France, Britain
and Spain, nations with com-
paratively strong national
health programs, that window
may already be closed.

The director of an intensive
care unit at a hospital in
Strasbourg is turning patients
away. A surgeon at a London
hospital describes a critical
delay in a man’s cancer diag-
nosis. Spain is seeing its deter-
mination to prevent a system
collapse tested as omicron
keeps medical personnel off
work.

“There are a lot of patients
we can’t admit, and it’s the non-
COVID patients who are the
collateral victims of all this,”
said Dr. Julie Helms, who runs
the ICU at Strasbourg
University Hospital in far east-
ern France.Two years into the
pandemic, with the exception-
ally contagious omicron
impacting public services of
various kinds, the variant’s
effect on medical facilities has
many reevaluating the
resilience of public health sys-
tems that are considered essen-

tial to providing equal care.The
problem, experts say, is that few
health systems built up enough
flexibility to handle a crisis like
the coronavirus before it
emerged, while repeated infec-
tion spikes have kept the rest
too preoccupied to implement
changes during the long emer-
gency.

Hospital admissions per
capita right now are as high in
France, Italy and Spain as they
were last spring, when the
three countries had lockdowns
or other restrictive measures in
place. England’s hospitaliza-
tion rate of people with
COVID-19 for the week end-
ing Jan. 9 was slightly higher
than it was in early February
2021, before most residents
were vaccinated.

This time, there are no
lockdowns. The Institute for
Health Metrics and Evaluation,
a population health research
organization based at the
University of Washington, pre-
dicts that more than half of the
people in WHO Europe’s 53-
country region will be infect-
ed with omicron within two
months.That includes doctors,
nurses and technicians at pub-
lic hospitals. About 15% of the
Strasbourg hospital system’s
staff of 13,000 was out this
week. In some hospitals, the
employee absentee rate is 20%.
Schedules are made and reset
to plug gaps; patients whose
needs aren’t critical must wait.
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Internet services were dis-
rupted in Lebanon on Sunday

because of diesel shortages,
according to state provider,
adding another essential service
to the list of casualties of the
country’s snowballing econom-
ic crisis.

Imad Kreidieh, the head of
state internet provider Ogero,
tweeted that starting early
Sunday a major station in west
Beirut, al-Mazraa, would run
out of diesel and go offline. The
outage affected over 26,000
subscribers, including the coun-
try’s Internal Security operation
rooms, he told Al-Jadeed TV.

By midday Sunday, a resi-
dent donated diesel, allowing
station to get back online, he
said. Meanwhile, another neigh-
borhood in east Beirut,
Achrafieh, was out of diesel and
briefly operated on batteries.
“The situation is unbearable,”
Kreidieh told TV station. 

Lebanese live with only few
hours of state electricity a day
and rely on a network of private
generators that also depend on
diesel fuel. 

This often leaves neigh-
borhoods in total darkness for
hours. Meanwhile, residents
have to pay for multiple services,
including hefty bills to genera-
tor operators, which change
regularly as crisis worsens.
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New Delhi: The Government could consider in the
upcoming Budget levying TDS/TCS on sale and pur-
chase of cryptocurrencies above a certain threshold
and such transactions should be brought within the
ambit of specified transaction for the purpose of report-
ing to income tax authorities, Nangia Andersen LLP
Tax Leader Aravind Srivatsan said.

Also, a higher tax rate of 30 per cent should be
levied on the income arising from the sale of cryp-
tocurrency, similar to winnings from lottery, game
shows, puzzle, etc, he said.

Speaking to PTI on what the Budget 2022-23, to
be unveiled by the government on February 1, could
have in store for the crypto industry in India,
Srivatsan said currently, India has the highest num-
ber of crypto owners globally, at 10.07 crore and as per
a report it is expected that the investment by Indians
in cryptocurrency could touch USD 241 million by
2030.

"A bill was expected to be presented during Winter
Session of Parliament to regulate cryptocurrencies.
However, it was not introduced, and it is now expect-
ed that the government may take up this bill in the
Budget Session. If the government does not prohibit
Indians from dealing in cryptocurrencies, we expect
that the government could introduce a regressive tax
regime for cryptocurrencies," he noted.

He said considering the size of the market, the
amount involved, and the risk coupled with cryp-
tocurrencies, certain changes may be brought in the
taxation of cryptocurrencies like bringing them
under the provisions of tax deducted at source (TDS)
and tax collected at source (TCS) above a threshold

limit which will help the Government get the "foot-
prints of the investors".

Both sale and purchase of cryptocurrencies should
be brought under the ambit of reporting in the
Statement of Financial Transactions(SFT).

The trading companies already do similar report-
ing of sale and purchase of shares and units of mutu-
al funds, he said. To keep a watch on high value
transactions undertaken by the taxpayer, the Income-
tax law has the concept of SFT or reportable account.

This helps tax authorities to collect information
on certain prescribed high value transactions under-
taken by any person during the year. Financial
institutions, companies and stock market intermedi-
aries fall within the purview of SFT reporting.
Srivatsan said similar to winnings from lottery, game
shows, puzzle, etc., a higher tax rate of 30 per cent
should be levied on the income arising from the sale
of cryptocurrency. Ahead of the winter session of
Parliament which ended of December 23, the gov-
ernment had listed for introduction a bill on regulat-
ing cryptocurrencies. The bill comes amid concerns
over such currencies being allegedly used for luring
investors with misleading claims.

Currently, there is no regulation or any ban on
use of cryptocurrencies in the country.

The 'Cryptocurrency and Regulation of Official
Digital Currency Bill' is now expected to be introduced
in the Budget session of Parliament beginning January
31.  Separately, the government is mulling changes in
income tax laws to bring cryptocurrencies under the
tax net, and some changes that could form part of the
2022-23 Budget. PTI 
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financing at competitive rates is key in
achieving India's renewable as well as sus-
tainable goals, rating agency ICRA said as part
of its pre-Budget expectations report.

The Union Budget for FY23 will be tabled
in the Parliament on February 1.

The rating agency said that incentives and
relevant policy measures are needed to pro-
mote investments in the energy storage seg-
ment, considering the increasing share of
renewables in the electricity generation mix.

"This apart, policy measures are required
to revive the stranded gas-based projects,
which would enable availability of balancing
power sources," it said.

To augment domesting manufacturing of
solar modules, the Centre must increase the
production-linked incentives outlay for the
manufacturers, it added.

For power distribution companies, the
budgetary allocation must be increased to
improve transmission infrastructure (both at
intra-state and inter-state levels) for evacua-
tion power from the regions having high
renewable energy potential.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, at the
COP26 meet in Glasgow, said India aims to
increase its non-fossil energy capacity to 500
GW by 2030, besides the country wishes to
fulfil 50 per cent of its energy requirements
from renewable energy sources by 2030.

Also, India intends to reduce its total pro-
jected carbon emissions by 1 billion tonnes
by 2030 and ultimately, become a net zero car-
bon emitter by 2070. IANS

New Delhi: India's gold imports,
which has a bearing on the
country's current account deficit
(CAD), more than doubled to
USD 38 billion during April-
December this fiscal on account
of higher demand, according to
data of the commerce ministry.

The imports stood at
USD 16.78 billion in April-
December 2020.

In December 2021, imports
of the precious metal rose to
USD 4.8 billion from USD 4.5
billion in the year-ago period.

The surge in gold imports
during the nine months con-
tributed to the widening of the
trade deficit to USD 142.44 bil-
lion against USD 61.38 billion in
April-December 2020. 

Similarly, silver imports also
increased to USD 2 billion dur-
ing April-December 2021 from

USD 762 million in the same
period of the previous fiscal.
India is the world's second-
biggest gold consumer after
China. The imports mainly take
care of the demand by the jew-
ellery industry.

The gems and jewellery
exports during the nine-month
of the current fiscal grew by 71
per cent to about USD 29 mil-
lion.

India's current account
slipped into a deficit of USD 9.6
billion or 1.3 per cent of GDP in
the September quarter, accord-
ing to the Reserve Bank.

The current account, which
records the value of exports and
imports of goods and services,
along with international trans-
fers of capital, was in a surplus
mode both in the quarter-ago
and year-ago periods. PTI 

New Delhi: Demanding reduc-
tion in import duty on parts
used for making mobile phones,
industry body ICEA has said
that increase in taxes on com-
ponents will make the products
manufactured in India under
the PLI scheme globally uncom-
petitive.

The India Cellular and
Electronics Association (ICEA)
in its budget wishlist has
demanded roll-back of goods
and services tax to 12 per cent
from 18 per cent at present as
it is a deterrent for growth of
domestic market and manufac-
turers as well as checks in adop-
tion of mobile phones by dis-
advantaged sections in rural
India. 

ICEA chairman Pankaj
Mohindroo in a letter to the
Ministry of Electronics and IT
said that the production linked
incentive (PLI) scheme offers an
incentive for meeting partial
cost disability for manufactur-
ing in India compared with
other countries such as China
and Vietnam that existed before
January, 2020. 

"Post the change in the duty
structure in the Union Budgets
for financial year (FY) 2020-21
and FY 2021-22 the cost dis-
ability gap has increased further.
Increasing tariffs on inputs will
lead to serious impact on the

cost structures of PLI approved
companies, rendering their
product uncompetitively priced
for global markets," Mohindroo
said.  Samsung and Apple's
contract manufacturers are the
biggest investors under the PLI
scheme and both these brands
dominate mobile phone exports
from India.

The government expects
mobile phones worth Rs 10.5
lakh crore to be manufactured
under the PLI scheme. 
Mohindroo said that the
Government has introduced 15
per cent duty on camera lens
and 2.5 per cent on rest of the
parts which make the camera
modules production in India
competitive and called for ratio-
nalisation of taxes as complete
camera modules used in mobile
phones can be imported by
paying 11 per cent import duty. 

The industry body has
called for rationalisation of
duties on the mother boards
(printed circuit board assembly),
mechanics components, etc used
in mobile phones as well on
components used for making
mobile phone accessories like
Lithium ion cell for power
banks, raw materials for wireless
and audio devices etc. 

ICEA said that the hike in
GST by 50 per cent in March
2020 to 18 per cent from 12 per

cent should be rolled back as it
slows down the digital India
campaign and deters growth of
manufacturers. 

"The GST increase of 50 per
cent in March 2020 was a cruel
blow to the mobile industry. The
rationale presented to the GST
Council was flawed. The sover-
eign assurance of no increase in
cumulative tax was also given a
go-by with this increase. In the
pre-GST era, the excise duty plus
VAT was 6 per cent (in most
states), and the weighted aver-
age was 7.2 per cent. All com-
ponents, parts and accessories
were at zero duty for manufac-
turing," ICEA said in the bud-
get wishlist separately. 

According to industry body
ICEA, whose members include
Apple, Foxconn, Wistron, Lava
and Vivo, mobile phone pro-
duction in the country peaked
at �2.2 lakh crore in 2020-21
and is expected to cross � 2.75
lakh crore by March 2022 which
will significantly meet demand
of the domestic market.

To achieve the goal of
smartphones in the hands of
every Indian, and to broaden a
domestic mobile phone market
of USD 55 billion (about �4 lakh
crore), it is imperative to restore
the status quo ante with respect
to the GST on mobile phones
from 18 to 12 per cent. PTI 

New Delhi: National Startup
Day is a validation of the role of
startups in the growth of the
country's GDP and strengthen-
ing India's position at a global
stage, and will encourage young
talent to see entrepreneurship as
a primary career option, accord-
ing to industry experts.

On Saturday, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
announced that the country
will celebrate January 16 as
National Startup Day, as he
termed startups the "backbone"
of new India and the engine that
will power the nation's economic
growth in the run up to the
100th year of Independence.

"National Startup day is a
validation of the role of startups
in the growth of country's GDP
and strengthening India's posi-
tion at a global stage. This ini-
tiative will not only make star-
tups mainstream but also
encourage young talent from
seeing entrepreneurship as a
primary career option," Varun
Saxena, founder and CEO of
short video platform Bolo Live,
said.

The acknowledgment is a
big morale booster for entre-
preneurs - the new job creators
of the country, he added.
ValPro Director Neha Khanna
highlighted that the startup

ecosystem has seen maturity
over the last decade, and new
age-ventures are contributing
significantly to the economy in
multiple ways.  The contribution
of startups include by way of
large infusion of FDI in an
asset class outside of public
markets, export of products and
services by the country, larger
base of retail investors borne out
of employees with respectable
salaries and wealth creation
tools such as ESOPs and being
a key consumption market in the
global economy.

The Prime Minister, during
his address, had noted that 42
unicorns - companies valued at
over USD 1 billion - had come
up in India last year and that
startups are “changing the rules
of the game.  He had added that
the golden era of India's startups
is starting now, and that the
country is rapidly moving
towards hitting a century of uni-
corns - a hallmark of self-reliant
and self-confident India.

Mayank Kumar, co-founder
and MD of edutech firm
upGrad, said while India is
already a talent powerhouse, this
move will further encourage
millions to innovate and find
solutions to business and soci-
etal challenges, thus making
the country a global leader.

Pranav Dangi, founder and
CEO of The Hosteller, said
National Startup Day will help
startups stay motivated on their
path and push them to perfect
services with the knowledge
that the government acknowl-
edges their hard work and cre-
ative visions.

"We hope to see more
focus on small and middle tier
startups that will benefit great-
ly from the exposure and con-
sideration. The startup market
in India is not only booming but
exactly at that precipice where
this positive and supportive
environment will propel growth
in exponential numbers," he
added.

Dhruv Sawhney, Business
Head and COO of
nurture.Farm, said the Indian
youth is today equipped to solve
problems that previously did not
have a voice or a face.
"With a billion-plus population
to serve, there are a plethora of
services and offerings that, when
innovated, can change the stan-
dard of living or ease of living for
millions of people...Celebrating
such innovators and service
providers will boost confidence
and give more and more young-
sters the necessary push to take
risks with respect to their ideas
and drive changes," he added.
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Foreign portfolio investors
(FPIs) reversed the three-

month selling streak in January
by investing net �3,117 crore in
Indian markets, so far this
month.

Depositories data showed
that they pumped � 1,857 crore
into equities and Rs 1,743 crore
into hybrid instruments during
January 1-14. At the
same time, they pulled out
�482 crore from the debt seg-
ment, taking the total net
inflow to � 3,117 crore. Prior to
this, overseas investors were 
net sellers in the Indian mar-
kets for three 
consecutive months since
October 2021.

"IT stocks have boomed in
Jan after the good results of IT
majors. This is likely to be
repeated in the case of finan-
cials too," noted VK
Vijayakumar, Chief Investment
Strategist at Geojit Financial
Services.

As per Himanshu
Srivastava, associate director -
manager research, Morningstar
India, FPIs have currently
adopted cautious stance
towards Indian equities.
With Union Budget around the
corner, FPIs would like to get

more clarity and direction from
the government about its
roadmap towards economic
growth before investing sub-
stantially in the country's cap-
ital markets.

For the debt segment,
Srivastava said FPIs haven't
been investing significantly in
Indian debt markets for a long
time now and that trend con-
tinues.

About other emerging
markets, Shrikant Chouhan,
head- equity research (retail),
Kotak Securities said FPI flows
were positive across the emerg-
ing markets except for the
Philippines which witnessed an
outflow of USD 4 
million.

Taiwan, South Korea,
Thailand and Indonesia saw
inflow of USD 1,793 million,
USD 1,528 million, USD 445
million and USD 322 million,
respectively. "Amidst
sharp increase in Omicron
cases, elevated inflation and
expectations of rate hike by the
U.S, FPI flows in the emerging
markets are expected to remain
volatile," said Chouhan.  

As far as Indian market is
concerned, upcoming Union
Budget and earnings season
would be the key things to
monitor, he added. PTI 
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New Delhi: The proposed merg-
er of debt-ridden Punjab and
Maharashtra Cooperative Bank
with Unity Small Finance Bank
(USFB) is being examined and the
process of amalgamation will start
after the government approval,
sources said.

Various aspects of the scheme
of amalgamation have been exam-
ined and the government would
soon send its suggestions, if any, to
the RBI, sources said.

The RBI in December extend-
ed the restrictions on Punjab and
Maharashtra Cooperative (PMC)
Bank for another three months till
the end of March, 2022 as all nec-
essary process on the draft scheme
for the takeover was not complete.

As per the Banking Regulation
Act, the draft scheme of amalga-
mation is required to be placed
before the government for its
sanction and the Centre may sanc-
tion the scheme without any mod-
ifications or with such modifica-
tions as it may consider necessary.

The scheme as sanctioned by
the government would come into
force on such date as the they may
specify, as per the Act.
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
had prepared a draft scheme of
amalgamation and the same was
placed in the public domain on
November 22 as part of seeking
suggestions and objections, if any,
from members, depositors and
other creditors of PMC Bank and
Delhi-based USFB. 

The deadline for submitting
the comments was till December
10.

In September 2019, the RBI
had superseded the board of PMC

Bank and placed it under regula-
tory restrictions, including putting
a cap on withdrawals by its cus-
tomers, after detection of certain
financial irregularities, hiding and
misreporting of loans given to real
estate developer HDIL.

The restrictions have been
extended several times since then.
The directions were last extended
in June this year and are in place
till December 31.

The draft scheme of amalga-
mation envisages a takeover of the
assets and liabilities of PMC Bank,
including deposits, by USFB, thus
giving a greater degree of protec-
tion for the depositors, the RBI had
said in November last year.

It may be seen that USFB has
been set up with capital of about
� 1,100 crore as against regulato-
ry requirement of � 200 crore for
setting up of a small finance bank.

Further, the scheme
notes that equity warrants of �
1,900 crore, to be exercised any-
time within a total period of eight
years, have been issued by USFB on
November 1, 2021 to the promot-
ers to bring further capital.

Under the scheme of
arrangement, the depositors will
get their full amount back over a
period of 10 years. In the initial
phase, the bank will pay amount
insured under Deposit Insurance
and Credit Guarantee Corporation
(DICGC) of up to � 5 lakh to
depositors.

It is to be noted that USFB, a
joint venture between Centrum
Group and Bharatpe, has com-
menced operations as a small
finance bank with effect from
November 1, 2021. PTI 

New Delhi: The life insurance industry has recom-
mended the Government to create a separate bucket for
tax rebate under section 80 (C) and make annuity tax-
free for the benefit of subscribers as part of its demand
for the next Union Budget to be unveiled in February.

The � 1,50,000 limit for tax rebates is a pretty clut-
tered bucket and it does not give much space for the
life insurance premiums (to get the full benefit of tax
exemption), Karthik Raman, CMO and Head -
Products, Ageas Federal Life Insurance, told PTI.

"We want to create a separate bucket from the tax
benefit in terms of rebate because section 80 (C) has a
limit of � 1,50,000 and everything comes under that like
PPF is part of it, and if one has a home loan then for
all practical purposes, it is gone.

"So, we would like to have a separate amount of
money earmarked for investment in life insurance for
tax rebates," he said on behalf of the industry.

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman is scheduled
to present the general budget for the next fiscal on
February 1. Also, the industry would like the
annuity products to come under tax rebates.
Today, the annuity at the hands of the receiver or annu-
itant is taxable. An annuity is viewed as salary and hence
it is taxable. However, typically annuity is received by
people who are moved out of the regular source of
income and they look at an annuity as an alternate source
of income. "The cost of living is only going up,
and taxing them doesn't sound right. We are request-
ing (the government) if an annuity can also be con-
sidered under Section 10 (10D) and can be made tax
free. “Section 10 (10D) of the Income Tax Act allows
an exemption for life insurance benefits including bonus.
These are the two things the industry would be very
happy if the government could consider," Raman said.

He urged the government to make a beginning in
that direction and to start again from where it had left
it before the insurance premium was merged under the
overall tax exemption limit of � 1,50,000 under section
80 (D).

"So, a separate bucket can be created for the life
insurance (premium). And the next year and going
ahead if the Government feels that it is an important
investment, and considering the kind of impact the pan-
demic had, it would encourage people to look at life
insurance as a correct investment," the official said fur-
ther. PTI

�2*�0�����������)
��
��
���"�����E
������0���
�)�
���:������������

#���
��������
����
��������
������
���
����
���������
�������'
��D�����
������	
��
1����

����!�	$���	,��
/��?)2Q
���
� 0*.�5*9;�

Jet fuel or ATF price on Sunday
was hiked by 4.2 per cent - the

second increase in rates this month
warranted by firming internation-
al oil prices, but petrol and diesel
prices remained unchanged for the
72nd day in a row.

Aviation turbine fuel (ATF)
price was hiked by � 3,232.87 per
kilolitre, or 4.25 per cent, to
�79,294.91 per kl in the national
capital, according to a price noti-
fication of state-owned fuel retail-
ers.

This is the second increase in
rates this month. Rates were hiked
by � 2,039.63 per kl, or 2.75 per
cent, to �76,062.04 per kl on
January 1.

These increases in rates came
on the back of two rounds of price
cuts seen in December that reflect-
ed a drop in international oil
prices during the second half of
November and mid-December.

Thereafter, international rates
have firmed up, leading to the hike
in ATF prices.

ATF price had peaked to �
80,835.04 per kl in mid-November
before it was cut on December 1
and 15 by a total of � 6,812.25 per
kl or 8.4 per cent.

Jet fuel prices are revised on the
1st and 16th of every month,
based on the average price of the
international benchmark in the
preceding fortnight.

Unlike ATF, petrol and diesel
rates are revised daily after taking
the average price in the preceding
fortnight. But prices have remained
unchanged since November 4,
2021, when the central government
had cut excise duty on petrol by �5
per litre and that on diesel by �10
a litre. 

New Delhi: National Commission for Protection
of Child Rights (NCPCR) chairperson Priyank
Kanoongo has advocated increasing taxes on
tobacco products as well as on films, OTT plat-
forms and other media that display use of such
items in any form.

He said affordability and easy availability
of lethal tobacco products is harmful, especial-
ly for the youth, and an increase in taxes will not
only make these products out of bounds, but the
additional revenues earned can be used for the
treatment and rehabilitation of those suffering

from tobacco-related diseases.
Experts have called for making India free

from tobacco during the National Youth Week,
being celebrated from January 12-18 to mark
Swami Vivekananda Jayanti.

Delivering the keynote address during the
webinar 'Freedom From Tobacco: What India
Wants' on the occasion of the National Youth
Day, Kanoongo, who is the chairman of India's
apex child rights body NCPCR, advocated
increase in taxes on a wide range of tobacco
products .PTI

0�����$�	���$���
����������+�
����/�$$
!�� $�
4�@��4��	��
��	
!���	������	�� 
�

New Delhi: India's overall macro-
economic situation is in a recovery
mode but the growth is concentrat-
ed at the top end, which is a worry-
ing trend, according to former World
Bank Chief Economist Kaushik Basu.

Amid the rising inflationary
trends, including the sharp increase
in retail inflation last month, Basu,
who has also served as Chief
Economic Advisor to the Indian gov-
ernment during the UPA rule, said
the country is facing stagflation and
"very carefully curated policy inter-
ventions" are required to address the
situation.

Currently, Basu is a professor of
Economics at the Cornell University
in the United States.

While the aggregate economy is
growing, "the bottom half of India"
is in recession, he said and noted that
it was sad the country's policy over
the last few years has been largely
focused on big businesses.
"India's overall macroeconomic sit-
uation is in recovery mode... The
worry stems from the fact that this
growth is concentrated at the
top end," Basu told PTI in an inter-
view.

He also said the youth unem-
ployment rate in the country touched
23 per cent, among the highest glob-
ally, even before the Covid-19 pan-
demic started. Workers, farmers and
small businesses are seeing negative
growth, he added. PTI 
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The fragrance of flowers spreads
only in the direction of the

wind. But the goodness of a person
spreads everywhere, said Acharya
Chanakya. If we ponder over this
quote we may realise that he was
right because our acts of kindness,
generosity, strength and integrity
never fail. In today’s world, many
of us find it tough to see the good
in ourselves and in others. We pre-
fer to talk about our weaknesses
and not our strengths while high-
lighting our vices. Perhaps this has
to do with our childhood when we
were told by our parents or relatives
to not blow our own trumpet. Or
maybe, we learned to easily iden-
tify our failures by watching and lis-
tening to others and thereby picked
up the habit of seeing only the
weaknesses of others. Or maybe we
grew up with someone whose
approach towards life was negative.
A question that comes to mind is
— which sensible person would
choose to ignore the positive and
accentuate the negative? Would any
of us consciously choose to be a
negative person? Not really. 

What most of us seldom recog-
nise is a simple principle that what
you see in others is what you cre-
ate within yourself. As the old say-
ing goes ‘what you spot is what you
got’. So, if you didn’t have the ten-
dency that you see in others what
you have within your personality,
you wouldn’t spot it in ‘the other’.
That’s why it is essential that we find
the good — however small within
ourselves — tend to it, nurture it
and nourish it just the way we
would do to the plants. Remember,
when we focus on the positive with-
in ourselves, we give it a life, per-
mission to grow and to get restored
in our nature. Most of us don’t
realise that the good has been
there all along but it was simply out
of our sight and awareness. The
idea that ‘where your attention goes,
energy flows and where your ener-
gy flows, things grow’ is now
somewhat clichéd. But the princi-
ple holds at all levels. Hence, to see
the positive, the goodness, the
virtue in others is to empower what
you see in them. It adds a little of
your life energy to their life. 

Mahatma Gandhi had said,
‘Be the change you want to see in
the world’. So, if you would like oth-
ers to be good, better and great,
then be good, better and great your-
self. But, what we see today is sad.
The world is more conducive to
those who are manipulative and
chase rewards than to those toiling
hard. In such a scenario many peo-
ple get disheartened and start ask-
ing questions like — what is the
point of being good in a bad
world? Many of us have come to
believe that good gets lost or
remains ignored. 

History is replete with innu-
merable examples of times when
the bad seemed to be all-pervasive
when powerful conquerors looted
and trapped the masses in an
undignified life. And yet, from
these very masses emerged a small
courageous group of awakened
people who led a revolution against
injustice and finally turned the
tables on the oppressors. But of

course, all acts of goodness don’t
amount to a revolution, for they do
not always create winds of change.
Nevertheless, they work like a cool
breeze in a hot desert or a drizzle
on parched land. All of us have had
an experience where we had lost all
hope in everything and everyone
around us. And then one act of
kindness by someone somewhere
ignited a ray of hope. So, what we
need to understand is that no
goodness is wasted. It may go
unheeded at times and could be
overpowered by negative forces
but is never wasted, for sure. 

We all know the story of the lit-
tle bird that filled her beak with
water from a pond and headed for
the woods that were on fire. While
she was at it, a spectator asked the
tiny creature what was the point of
her efforts, for the small droplets
would not douse the huge flames.
She quipped, “When I die, and my
life’s record is being read out, my
name will appear in the list of those
who tried to put out the flames and
not those who sparked it or did
nothing about it.” We must remem-
ber that there is a law of cause and
effect that guides every action in the
universe. And what a person does
unto anyone, he does unto himself.
So, while a negative action piles
debt on a person, a positive act is
an investment for a good future.
And unless one has unshakable
faith in the sanctity of this law, one
would be forced to succumb to the
prevailing hostile environment. 

If goodness can survive
through troubled times, it can be
sure to bloom fully when favourable
circumstances arrive. So, an hon-
est person must hold on to his
virtue with courage and patience in
testing times. He must empower
himself with the unflinching hope
that as night is followed by day, bet-
ter times will inevitably follow. So,
keep the faith until the new day
arrives.

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) in its newest report,

brings out the current advances in climate
change. The influence of human activities on
the planet has further warmed the land, ocean
and atmosphere. It further says that CO2 lev-
els in the atmosphere are at their highest in
two million years, sea-level rise is at its fastest
in 3,000 years, and Arctic Sea ice is at its low-
est in at least 1,000 years. The initiatives
undertaken to reduce greenhouse gases
(GHGs) emissions are quite ambitious and
will help in limiting global warming to
1.5°C or even 2°C above the pre-industrial lev-
els. The recently concluded (Conference of the
Parties) COP 26 aims to reduce the GHG
emission by 50 per cent by 2030 and reach
‘net-zero’ by 2070. India also started to
increase the renewable energy capacity to 500
gigawatts (GW), which will account for half
of the total energy consumption, by 2030.

�Contribution of renewables 
The core objective of renewable energy

is to promote economic growth, enhance
energy security, increase energy access and
reduce climate change. Sustainable develop-
ment is possible by the use of clean energy
and by ensuring access to affordable and reli-
able energy. India has emerged as the world’s
most attractive renewable energy markets due
to strong government backing and an improv-
ing economic position. To achieve sustainable
growth and avert catastrophic climate change,
the government is making a rapid shift to
renewable energy technology. Customers
are shifting to solar, wind, biomass, waste and
hydropower energies. It is increasingly evi-
dent that clean energy is also affordable. India
had set a target of installing 175 GW of
renewable energy by 2020. The target is dis-
tributed into 100 GW from solar, 60 GW
from wind, 10 GW from bio-power and 5
GW from small hydropower. Investors have
planned to create a total capacity of more
than 270 GW viz., 191 GW by private cor-
porations GW, 58 GW by foreign companies,
18 GW by private sectors contributed 18 GW,
and Indian Railways contributed 5 GW. As
per the recent predictions, solar and wind
potential will be more than 750 GW and 410
GW by 2047.

�Growth in the electric vehicle market 
For the first time in 2019, cumulative

yearly sales of battery electric cars and plug-
in hybrid electric vehicles surpassed the two
million mark globally. The electric vehicle sec-
tor has progressed significantly, with
automakers investing billions in everything
from R&D to plant redesign to offer new elec-
trified vehicles. Traditional original equip-

ment manufacturers (OEMs), new-entrant
OEMs, captive financing institutions, and
dealerships will all face substantial possibil-
ities and problems as EVs expand in popu-
larity in the years leading up to 2030. EVs have
two distinct traits that make them ideal for
future vehicle technology. They can be
charged with electricity from low- or non-
CO2-emitting sources, allowing for further
decarbonisation as compared with vehicles
that run on biofuels. Second, electric engines
are far more efficient than internal combus-
tion engines (ICEs) or other suggested tech-
nologies like compressed-air vehicles.

Another area where advancements are
anticipated is energy storage. Batteries hold
the key to weaning ourselves off of fossil fuels
and will play a critical role in the future. Due
to considerable R&D and production increase
in lithium-ion batteries, over the last decade,
costs have dropped by 80 to 85 per cent. 

�Transitioning to renewable energy
According to the Ministry of New and

Renewable Energy, India’s total installed
renewable energy capacity, excluding major
hydropower, has surpassed 100 GW, account-
ing for around 26 per cent of total capacity.
Renewable energy sources currently account

for 150 GW i.e., 40 per cent of India’s total
power generation capacity.

Beyond the climate imperative and the
drive from the Indian government, there is
another reason driving green energy’s grow-
ing appeal. While most policymakers recog-
nised the significance of transitioning to non-
fossil-based power generation a decade ago
but large-scale solar or wind energy projects
were economically unviable without subsidies.

Massive global investments in renewables
technology, such as improving PV module
efficiency in solar; lowering the balance of
plant costs; and improving wind turbine tech-
nology have resulted in a significant reduc-
tion in the cost. While the cost of wind ener-

gy has decreased by 30-40 per cent, the cost
of Concentrating Solar Power (CSP) has
decreased by 47 per cent. The greatest signif-
icant reduction has been in the cost of solar
photovoltaic (SPV) electricity by 82 per
cent. According to the International
Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA), new
renewable power production projects are cur-
rently less expensive than maintaining many
existing coal facilities.

�Initiatives by the Government
In its bid to promote the use of non-con-

ventional sources of energy, MNRE has set a
target of achieving 500 GW of installed
renewable energy capacity by 2030. The gov-
ernment is making efforts to boost the
country’s renewable energy industry, includ-
ing pushing private sector developers to use
advanced technologies in renewable energy
projects. The majority of renewable energy
projects in the country are by private sector
developers selected through a bidding pro-
cedure. The government has released standard
bidding criteria to help distribution licensees
get power at competitive prices in a cost-effec-
tive way. It also is assisting developers by
authorising up to 100 per cent Foreign
Direct Investment (FDI). Moreover, to meet
the 175 GW target, 
Inter-State Transmission System (ISTS)
charges and losses for inter-state sale of solar
and wind power are also waived for renew-
able projects commissioned by December.
Norms for the Renewable Purchase
Obligation (RPO) have been prescribed.
Grid integration of utility-scale renewable
energy capacity addition shall be aided by the
development of Green Energy Corridors. The
government has launched PM-KUSUM,
solar rooftop phase II, 12,000 MW Central
Public Sector Undertaking (CPSU) scheme
Phase II for the better future of renewable
energy in India.

With a growing economy, the demand for
energy from the commercial and industrial
sectors is going to increase. Setting up new
power plants is inevitably dependent on the
import of highly volatile fossil fuels. Thus, it
is essential to cater to the energy demand
through judicious utilisation of abundant
renewable energy resources, such as biomass,
solar, hydropower and wind energy. Apart
from debating on the energy supply, renew-
able resources will help India in mitigating cli-
mate change. Renewable energy can create
many employment opportunities. It is possi-
ble to attract foreign investments to herald a
Green Energy Revolution in India.

(The author is the director & CFO of
Oorjan Cleantech, a solar 

energy company.)

ASHA workers have been the
first line of defense in the
battle against Covid-19 in the

rural parts of the country,” says
Shashi Shetty, a social worker from
Kalyan in Thane district of
Maharashtra. Over the years, she
has extensively worked towards
the upliftment of individuals and
children from marginalised com-
munities in Maharashtra. Since the
outbreak of the pandemic Shetty
and her team have been supporting
ASHA (Accredited Social Health
Activist) workers in conducting
drives to eliminate Covid-19.

Shetty starts her day early by
taking stock of the tasks and coor-
dinating over phone calls. Recently,
she and her team organised a drive
for the ASHA workers at Saralgaon
in Murbad-Malshej Ghat in
Maharashtra. “As a token of our
support, we had organised a sari and
grocery kit distribution drive to
honour ASHA workers’ services
during these tough times,” she said.
While smiling warmly, she adds,

“They have been risking their lives
every day.”

Around 195 ASHA workers
were present at the distribution
drive, wearing brown saris and
armed with notebooks in their
hands. These women have been on
the field each day, going from door
to door in their assigned villages to
spread the word and to check for
symptoms, oxygen levels and tem-
perature regularly. In addition, they
have been performing their regular
duties, which include pre and post-
natal care for pregnant women and
immunisation drives for children.
Despite having been at the forefront
of various disease surveillance pro-
grammes, including tuberculosis,
HIV-AIDS and now Covid-19, they
are still struggling to be recognised

as full-time employees. And during
these times, they have been the first
victims of the public’s fears about
Covid-19.

During the distribution drive,
Shetty applauded the service of
these women, which instantly
brought a wide smile to their faces.
She said, “You’ve been given uni-
forms, you are an army.”

Discussing the way that the
drive operates, Shetty says, “We
work closely with the local
sarpanch, Seema and Anil Gharat.
They help us reach the most vulner-
able people and families. We’ve sup-
ported close to 195 ASHA workers
in these testing times,” informed
Shashi.

An educationist and a hotelier,
Shetty, was felicitated with the

‘Samaj Seva Ratna Gaurav Puraskar’
by the Governor of Maharashtra,
Bhagat Singh Koshyari, on
November 8, for her work done
during the second wave for food
relief. Currently, she is a part of the
Indian Development Foundation
(IDF), an NGO based in Mumbai
committed to the health, education
and development of marginalised
communities.

Reflecting upon the outset of
her journey, as a social worker, she
said, “It started with IDF and our
projects Aashayein and
Annadanam which were a part of
our SoVo (Social Volunteers) ini-
tiative. We work with young chil-
dren to provide nutritious food and,
in addition, organise both fun and
educational events. This led me to

the interiors of tribal Maharashtra.”
She has been frequenting these trib-
al areas and reaching out to chil-
dren and individuals from vulner-
able communities.

For Shetty, the pandemic was
a clarion call, “I have always want-
ed to be a soldier; find my calling
and step up when called upon to
serve the people. So here I was, one
amongst the many — a foot soldier
— in the battle against Covid-19,”
she expressed.

Shetty strongly believes that
one’s vibe attracts one’s tribe.
That is when she connected with
Khaana Chahiye Foundation — a
cit izen col lec t ive  based in
Mumbai — that had done phe-
nomenal work during the first
lockdown and continued to do so
during the second wave. “Initially,
their operations did not encom-
pass Kalyan, but with one shared
goal to help fight hunger, my
team — Taurn Nagda, Dinesh
Thakkar and the Kutch Yuva
Sangh — we set up a communi-
ty kitchen in the city and also
catered to the remote interiors
where  we worked and had
mapped,” shared Shashi.

Recently, Shetty and her team
also arranged meals for special
children at Avani Matimand
Mulanche Nivasi Vidyalaya, a
residential school for special chil-
dren, in Murbad, Thane. And the
list continues to grow.

— Charkha Features

WOMAN
OF SUBSTANCE
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Novak Djokovic said he was
disappointed that a court

on Sunday dismissed his chal-
lenge to a deportation order
and accepted his hopes of play-
ing at the Australian Open were
dashed.

The top-ranked tennis star
released a statement shortly
after three Federal Court judges
unanimously upheld a decision
made on Friday by
Immigration Minister Alex
Hawke to cancel the 34-year-
old Serb's visa on public inter-
est grounds because he is not
vaccinated for COVID-19.

“I am extremely disap-
pointed with the Court ruling
to dismiss my application for

judicial review of the Minister's
decision to cancel my visa,
which means I cannot stay in
Australia and participate in
the Australian Open,” Djokovic
said.

“I respect the Court's rul-
ing and I will cooperate with
the relevant authorities in rela-
tion to my departure from the
country,” he added.

Djokovic said he was
“uncomfortable” that the focus
had been on him since his visa
was first canceled on arrival at
Mebourne's airport on Jan. 6.

“I hope that we can all now
focus on the game and tourna-
ment I love,” he said.

The decision likely means
that Djokovic, who is not vac-
cinated for COVID-19, will

remain in detention in
Melbourne until he is deported. 

Deportation usually occurs
as soon as possible after an
order unless prevented by
court action. The government
has not said when Djokovic
will leave.

A deportation order also
usually includes a three-year
ban on returning to Australia.

Chief Justice James Allsop
said the ruling came down to
whether the minister's decision
was "irrational or legally unrea-
sonable.”

Hawke welcome the deci-
sion. His office did not imme-
diately provide detail of how or
when Djokovic would leave.

“Australia's strong border
protection policies have kept us

safe during the pandemic,
resulting in one of the lowest
death rates, strongest econom-
ic recoveries, and highest vac-
cination rates in the world,”
Hawke said in a statement.

“Strong border protection
policies are also fundamental
to safe-guarding Australia's
social cohesion which contin-
ues to strengthen despite the
pandemic,” he added.

Djokovic could potential-
ly appeal to the High Court,
but not in time for him to com-
pete in the Australian tourna-
ment.

“I will now be taking
some time to rest and to
recuperate, before making
any further comments beyond
this,” he said.

The court process that
Djokovic had hoped would
keep his aspirations alive for a
21st Grand Slam title was
extraordinarily fast by
Australian standards.

Within three hours of
Hawke's announcement on
Friday afternoon that
Djokovic's visa was canceled,
his lawyers went before a
Federal Circuit and Family
Court judge to initiate their
challenge to the decision. 

The case was elevated to
the Federal Court on Saturday
and submissions were filed by
both sides that same day.

The three judges heard
the case over five hours on
Sunday and announced their
verdict two hours later. 
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The Indian Super League (ISL)
match between Kerala Blasters

FC and Mumbai City FC in Vasco
was postponed on Sunday, hours
before their kickoff as the south-
ern outfit did not have the requi-
site number of players to field.

The match was scheduled to be
played at the Tilak Maidan in
Vasco.

The organisers did not speci-
fy the reason for the postpone-
ment. Prior to this, two more
matches had been postponed this
season after the coronavirus
breached the ISL's bio-bubble.
"Hero Indian Super League (ISL)
has decided to postpone Match No.
62 between Kerala Blasters FC and
Mumbai City FC scheduled to be
played today, Sunday, January 16,

2022, at Tilak Maidan Stadium,
Vasco. The League will look to
reschedule the fixture to a later
date," the ISL said in a statement. 

"The decision has been taken

in consultation with the League's
medical team after it was assessed
Kerala Blasters FC do not have the
requisite number of players avail-
able for the match.
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Kylian Mbappe's 10th
goal in the French

league helped leader Paris
Saint-Germain overcome a
sloppy start to beat Brest 2-
0 and stay 11 points ahead of
second-placed Nice.

PSG was missing Lionel
Messi as he continues to
recover from the coron-
avirus, and struggled early. 

Brest forward Irvin
Cardona was lively and
forced goalkeeper Gianluigi
Donnarumma into two
smart saves.

Mbappe's excellent form
has glossed over PSG's short-
comings this season, and he
curled a shot into the bottom
corner from the left of the
penalty area in the 32nd
minute.

PSG midfielder Marco
Verratti hit the post just
after the break, and left back
Nuno Mendes set up fellow
defender Thilo Kehrer for a
close-range volley in the

53rd.
Brest was in 13th place

but finished as the stronger
side.

Earlier, Saint-Etienne's
campaign took a turn for the

worse when it conceded
deep in injury time and lost
at home to Lens 2-1.

Rock-bottom Saint-
Etienne has won only two
games and lost 12, leaving it

four points behind 19th-
placed Metz.

Captain Seko Fofana
curled the ball in brilliantly
five minutes into stoppage
time to give fourth-placed
Lens another late win after
an 88th-minute strike
against Rennes last weekend.

Firing coach Claude
Puel  has made little differ-
ence for Saint-Etienne, once
one of Europe's most enter-
taining sides during the
Michel Platini era.

Puel's replacement,
Pascal Dupraz, saved
Toulouse from relegation
against the odds in 2017, and
Saint-Etienne is looking just
as bad this time.

The pick of Sunday's
games sees third-placed
Marseille hosting defend-
ing champion Lille.  
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Indian Grandmaster Vidit Santosh
Gujrathi began his campaign at the

Tata Steel Masters chess tournament
with a win over American Sam
Shankland, here.

After the rating favourites Magnus
Carlsen, Fabiano Caruana (USA) and
Anish Giri (the Netherlands) drew their
games, Jan-Krzysztof Duda, Gujrathi
and Jorden van Foreest grabbed the
lead with victories in round one, late
on Saturday.

Gujrathi, the India No.2 behind
Viswanathan Anand, took advantage of
a mistake by Shankland, playing black,
on the 33rd move to grind out a win
in 73 moves.

The other Indian player in the fray
in the Masters section of the Tata Steel
chess tournament - Grandmaster R
Praggnanandhaa opened with a draw
against Anish Giri (the Netherlands) in
44 moves.

The 16-year old Indian faced Giri
in a rare line of the English Opening
with Black. The Dutchman made a
pawn sacrifice to grab the initiative, but
the Indian youngster neutralised
white's threats and safely played out a
draw.

World No.1 Carlsen of Norway was
held to a draw by Russia's Andrey
Esipenko in 21 moves as chose to play
it safe against the highly-rated oppo-
nent.

Caruana had the upper hand

against Sergey Karjakin (Russia) but
missed a couple of good attacking
opportunities and allowed his opponent
to escape with a draw.

In the second round later on
Sunday night, Gujrathi faces Caruana
while Praggnanandhaa takes on Jan-
Krzysztof Duda (Poland).

A total of 14 players are taking part
in the round-robin tournament featur-
ing 13 rounds with Carlsen headlining
a strong field.

Meanwhile in the Challengers
event, being held simultaneously, expe-
rienced Indian GM Surya Sekhar
Ganguly began with a victory over
Marc Andria Maurizzi of France. Arjun
Erigaisi, the top-seed, was held to a
draw by Lucas van Foreest (the
Netherlands).
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India's Lakshya Sen secured his maid-
en Super 500 title by winning the
Yonex-Sunrise India Open with a stun-

ning straight-game victory over reigning
world champion Loh Kean Yew of
Singapore in the men's singles final here
on Sunday. 

It was after Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
and Chirag Shetty became the first team
from the country to win India's flagship
tournament after toppling three-time
world champions Mohammad Ahsan and
Hendra Setiawan.

The 20-year-old Sen, who had claimed
his maiden world championships medal
with a bronze in Spain last month, pro-
duced a fine performance to outshine the
fifth seeded shuttler 24-22 21-17 in the
summit clash that lasted 54 minutes.

Satwik and Chirag showed nerves of
steel as the duo saved five game points to
overcome the world No. 2 Indonesian pair
21-16 26-24 in 43 minutes.

Going into this match, the two had a
2-2 head-to-head record with Sen losing
two of the last three meetings, but the
Indian was the better man on show on
Sunday as he showed great athleticism,

used his attacking shots to good effect and
came up with his punched winners from
the back at the right moments.

It is Sen's biggest title of his career. He
had won two Super 100 titles -- Dutch
Open and SaarLorLux Open -- besides
three international challenge at Belgium,
Scotland and Bangladesh in 2019, before
the COVID-19 pandemic came in the way
of his progress.

Last year, the youngster made it to the
semifinals at Hylo, reached the knockout
stage at World Tour Finals on debut
before sizzling at the World
Championships with a bronze.

Satwik and Chirag came into the
match with a 1-3 head-to-head record
against their opponents but they dished out
a brave effort to stave off a fightback from
the Indonesians and reign supreme in the
final.

From almost missing the tournament
following false COVID positive results to
winning the title, it turned out to be an
incredible start to 2022 for the Indian pair,
which accumulated valuable ranking
points ahead of a busy season, which com-
prises big-ticket events such as the
Commonwealth Games and the Asian
Games.

The Indian pair started on a positive
note and even though the Indonesian com-
bination fought back, Satwik and Chirag
ensured they were two points ahead at the
first interval.

The Indians tried to engage their rivals
in rallies and led 18-13 but the Indonesians
reduced the deficit to 16-18 before Satwik
and Chirag prevailed in the opening
game.

Fast-paced but short rallies were the
norm in the second game as well, as Ahsan
and Satiawan grabbed a three-point lead
at 9-6 early in the second game.

But the Indian pair again ensured they
have the advantage at the break, grabbing
a slender 11-10 lead. Sawtik and Chirag
maintained the intensity in the rallies after
the break to lead 15-13.

The world number two again drew
parity at 17-17 but Satwik and Chirag
moved to 19-17 when Ahsan erred at net.
Chirag went long next and it was 19-19.
The Indonesians managed to move to a
game point with a tap by Ahsan.

What followed was a frequent
exchange of points as both India and
Indonesia earned and squandered their
advantageous positions in equal measure.

After a fierce battle, it was the Indian
pair that emerged winners with the
Indonesia squandering five game points.

Satwik and Chirag had won the
Thailand Open Super 500 title in 2019,
besides reaching the final at French Open
Super 750 the same year.
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Beijing has reported its first local
omicron infection, according to

state media, weeks before the
Winter Olympic Games are due to
start.

The infected person lives and
works in the city's northwestern
district of Haidian and had no trav-
el history outside of Beijing for the
past two weeks. The individual
experienced symptoms on
Thursday and was tested on Friday
for COVID-19, officials said in a
news conference Saturday. 

The news of the infection comes
less than three weeks before the
Winter Olympic Games' opening
ceremony on Feb 4., and around two
weeks before the start of Lunar New
Year celebrations in China.

So far, multiple cities in China
have reported omicron infections,
including Zhuhai and Zhongshan in
southern Guangdong province as
well as the city of Tianjin, which is
30 minutes from Beijing by high-
speed rail.

Officials across the country
have urged residents to stay in their
cities for the new year, instead of
traveling back to their hometowns. 

China has adopted a strict "zero-
Covid" policy, with authorities lock-

ing down residential compounds
and even entire cities such as

Xi'an when a local outbreak has
been discovered in an effort to
stamp out community transmis-
sion.

The Beijing patient's residential
compound and workplace have
been sealed off and authorities are
mass-testing people linked to either
location for the coronavirus. Some
2,430 people had been tested as of
Saturday night, according to The
Global Times, a state-owned news-
paper.

China reported 119 new coro-
navirus infections on Saturday, of
which 65 were domestic cases.
The country has reported 104,864
infections since the beginning of
the pandemic.
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Midfielder Indumathi
Kathiresan feels a good

start in their  AFC Women's
Asian Cup campaign-opener
against Iran will give hosts
India a massive boost going for-
ward.

India, drawn in Group A,
will open its campaign against
Iran here on Thursday. 

Besides Iran, India will take
on Chinese Taipei (January 23)
and China (January 26) in the
12-team competition, which
will be held in three cities of
Maharashtra.

“It's important for us to get
a good start in the first match
itself. 

That would really give us
the confidence to push ahead,”
Kathiresan was quoted as say-
ing by the All India Football
Federation (AIFF).

“We had played Iran a cou-
ple of years back in the Hero
Gold Cup, and they are a good
side. They are a side that has
qualified for the Asian Cup, and
they deserve the respect.
Having said that, we are confi-
dent in our abilities, but not
overconfident,”  the midfielder
added.

Due to the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic, the
teams are operating from with-
in a bio bubble and no specta-
tors are allowed for the conti-
nental event.

“It's sad that we won't have
the fans in the stands to support
us in the Asian Cup, especially
since we are the ones hosting it,”
forward Dangmei Grace said.

“But seeing such excite-
ment everywhere is certainly
motivating for us all. When you
play for the country, you always
dream of such support,” Grace
added.

India have four teenagers in
the squad  -- Hemam Shilky

Devi, Naorem Priyangka Devi,
Sumati Kumari, and
Mariyammal Balamurugan.

Of these, 18-year-old
Mariyammal and 16-year-old
Shilky have already made their
senior international debuts
against Brazil in November last
year. “It was definitely a surre-
al experience to play in Brazil.
But we can never stop at that.
For me, this is just the start of
my football career, and I want
to keep pushing as far as I can. 

"Playing Brazil was a
unique experience, but playing
the Asian Cup will be even big-
ger. We can't wait,” said
Mariyammal. 
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Australia completed a dominant 4-
0 Ashes series victory over England

on Sunday by winning the fifth day-
night Test by 146 runs with two days
to spare.

England, set a target of 271 for vic-
tory, crashed to 124 all out in the last
session on the third day at Hobart, los-
ing 10 wickets for 56 after Zak Crawley
(36) and Rory Burns (26) combined in
the best opening stand of the series by
putting on 68 runs.

Fast bowlers Scott Boland (3-18)
and Cameron Green (3-21) made an
impact in their first Ashes series by
sharing six wickets on a lively green-
ish wicket as England crumbled against
pace for the second time in the match
after being dismissed for 188 in the first
innings in reply to Australia's score of
303. 

Australia skipper Pat Cummins
also had an impact in his second spell
to finish with 3-42 on an eventful day
that saw 17 wickets tumble for the sec-
ond successive day in the game.
Cummins, who grabbed the last two
wickets off three balls, led from the
front in his first series as Australia cap-
tain and grabbed 21 wickets.

"It's pretty crazy, even as a profes-
sional cricketer these are the series you
have in your diary a couple of years

out," said Cummins. 
"Really feels like we are building to

something big. To have someone like
Cameron Green in his second year to
grow as a batter and bowler as well as
some of the younger players … can't
wait to show our wares overseas, we
really judge ourselves in all conditions." 

Earlier, Australia was bowled out
for 155 just after the dinner break for
an overall lead of 270 runs after it
resumed from an overnight 37-3. 

England paceman Mark Wood
snared 6-37, utilizing short-ball tactics
against the Australians to perfection.
Alex Carey top-scored for Australia
with 49 after getting two reprieves. 

"We've been outplayed in all areas
and credit to Australia," said England
captain Joe Root, who remained the
tourists' lone fighter with 322 runs,
behind only Travis Head (357) and
Marnus Labuschagne (335) who led the
home side.
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The legendary Sunil Gavaskar
wants Rishabh Pant to suc-

ceed Virat Kohli as the next India
Test captain as he believes a sense
of responsibility will make the
glovesman a better cricketer in all
forms of the game.

Kohli surprised the cricket
fraternity by quitting Test cap-
taincy on Saturday evening, a day
after losing the Test series in
South Africa 1-2 to draw the cur-
tains on a successful seven-year
reign.

Gavaskar said he preferred
Pant as he is an automatic choice
for selectors across all formats of
the game. 

"It's going to be quite a
debate as far as the selection
committee is concerned as to
who should be taking Indian
cricket forward. First of all, it
should be someone who is an
automatic pick across all formats
of the game. Once that happens,
it will be a lot easier," Gavaskar

told India Today.
"If you ask me, I am still stay-

ing, I would look at Rishabh Pant
as next India captain.

"For one reason only, just like
Rohit Sharma was given the cap-
taincy of Mumbai Indians when
Ricky Ponting stepped down,
look at the change in his batting

after that. Suddenly the respon-
sibility of being captain made
him convert those beautiful
cameos of 30s, 40s and 50s into
hundreds, 150s and 200s.

"I think that sense of respon-
sibility given to Rishabh Pant will
help him score many more of that
wonderful hundred he scored at

Newlands," he added.
Further explaining the ratio-

nale behind his pick, Gavaskar
cited the example of Mansoor Ali
Khan Pataudi, who achieved
great success after taking over the
captaincy at a very young age. 

"Yes, I am saying that. Tiger
Pataudi was captain at the age of
21 under adverse circumstances
when Nari Contractor was
injured. 

Look what he did after that.
He took to captaincy like duck to
water.  "I think what we have seen
with Rishabh Pant as the captain
of Delhi Capitals in the IPL, I do
believe he has the capability of
taking Indian cricket forward and
making it a very exciting team to
watch," he said. 

Limited-overs skipper Rohit
Sharma has emerged as the front-
runner to take over Test captain-
cy from Kohli although he was
not part of the South Africa series
due to an injury. Rohit was
recently made Test vice-captain,
replacing Ajinkya Rahane. 
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Skipper Mihir Patel scored a com-
bative 96 but his innings went in

vain as Canada were handed a 49-
run defeat by UAE in their opening
Group A clash of the U-19 World
Cup here.

Opting to bat, UAE rode on
Punya Mehra (71) and Ali Naseer's
(73) knocks to reach 284 for seven
in their designated 50 overs. 

Their bowlers then performed
as a cohesive unit to bowl out
Canada for 235 in 46.5 over to open
their campaign with a win on
Saturday.

Naseer's destructive 73 off just
50 balls did the maximum damage
for Alishan Sharafu's side after
Mehra's well-judged 71 had put the
wheels in motion for a strong first
innings total.

The Canadians had UAE reel-
ing at 47 for 3 but Mehra, Nilansh
Keswani (39) and Sharafu (37)
helped them recover to 174 for five.

And then came all-rounder
Naseer's late innings pyrotechnics,
as his brutal knock – at a strike rate
of 146 – catapulted his team to a
sizeable total.

Patel's Canada rallied with the
captain leading from the front as his
fine innings of 96 off 105 balls kept
them continually in contention.

Wicketkeeper Anoop Chima
(46) and lower-order batter Kairav
Sharma (43) also offered resistance
but two wickets each for Keswani,
Sharafu, Adhitya Shetty and Jash
Giyanani helped bowl Canada out
for 235 to complete a hard-fought
49-run victory.

Cox catapults Ireland to com-

fortable win over Uganda
Wicketkeeper Joshua Cox

scored a well-timed century before
spinner Matthew Humphreys spun
a web around Uganda as Ireland reg-
istered a 39-run win in the second
match of the day.

After arriving at the crease with
the score at 40 for two, Cox com-
piled a superb 111 not out off 113
balls to haul his team up to a total
of 236 for nine.

Two wickets apiece for Juma
Miyaji (2/56), Pascal Murungi
(2/44), Joseph Baguma (2/34) and
Matthew Musinguzi (2/35) sought
to reel the Irish in but ably assisted
by Philippus le Roux (32), Cox put
his team in a commanding position
at the interval.

Ugandan captain Murungi
offered the underdogs a consistent
glimmer of hope in the run chase

but his knock of 63, bolstered by
bowler Miyaji's blockbuster 38 at
No.9, proved insufficient in causing
a Group B upset.

Left-arm spinner Humphreys –

who opened the bowling for Ireland
– starred with the ball for Tim
Tector's team as his four wickets for
just 25 runs helped halt the Ugandan
momentum and cap a 39-run tri-

umph.
Zimbabwe thrash Papua New

Guinea by 228 runs 
In another match, Zimbabwe's

firepower proved too much for
Papua New Guinea as the former
galloped to a massive 228-run vic-
tory in their Group C clash. 

Opting to bat first, skipper
Emmanuel Bawa (100) scored a
superb century while David Bennett
played a 58-run knock.

The Zimbabweans racked up a
formidable total of 321 for nine from
their 50 overs before a polished all-
round bowling performance bun-
dled out Papua New Guinea for 93
to complete a comprehensive 228-
run victory in Port of Spain.

Papua New Guinea bowler
Junior Morea dismissed opener
Steven Saul early on but after Bawa
entered the fray at 15 for one, he

never looked back as his majestic
hundred – off just 95 balls – helped
haul his team to a match-winning
score.

Bawa and Bennett compiled a
century stand for the third wicket
while opening batter and wicket-
keeper Panashe Taruvinga (36),
along with Victor Chirwa and
Connor Mitchell – who both scored
35 – also made contributions.

Barnabas Maha's team never got
going in response, with no batter
mustering more than 15 runs as the
wickets were shared equally among
the Zimbabwean attack.

Ngenyasha Zvinoera, Brian
Bennett and Victor Chirwa -- all
took two scalps apiece as Bawa's side
bowled the underdogs out with 15
overs remaining to crank up for
Monday's clash with Pakistan in per-
fect fashion.
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Skipper Yash Dhull helped India recov-
er from a poor start and post 232 against

South Africa in their U-19 World Cup
opener here on Saturday.

Dhull's solid 82 off 100 balls laid the
cornerstone of India's fighting total. 

The start of play was delayed by
around 40 minutes due to rain and amid
the prevailing conditions, South Africa
decided to put India in to bat.

Left-arm pacer Aphiwe Mnyanda
rocked the Indian top-order by trapping
in-form opener Harnoor Singh (1) and his
partner Angriksh Raghuvanshi (5) infront
of the stumps.

Left-handed Harnoor, who was India's
leading run getter in the Asia Cup and
scored a century in the warm-up game
against Australia here, fell to a ball that
nipped back in. Raghuvanshi played
around Mnyanda's inswinger and was
plumb in front, leaving India for 11 for two.   

With India in trouble, skipper Dhull
and Shaik Rasheed (31)) got together to
resurrect the innings. They shared a 71-
run stand before Rasheed missed a sweep
shot off left-arm spinner Liam Alder to be
adjudged LBW.

Rasheed, who was dropped on 17 at
second slip off Andile Simelane, played
some impressive strokes in his 54 ball
including an aerial pull and on drive off
pacer Matthew Boast to break the shack-
les.

Delhi batter Dhull then shared a 44-

run stand with Nishant Sindhu (25) to take
the innings forward. The skipper ended up
with 11 fours and it took a brilliant direct
hit from Simelane to dismiss him.

Kaushal Tamble added 35 valuable
runs towards the end of the innings to take
the team past 200.

Boast was quick to clean up the lower-
order removing Tambe and Rajvardhan
Hangargekar in successive deliveries.

India would be disappointed not to
play the entire quote of overs after being
all out in 46.5 overs.

With the pitch playing on the slower
side, South Africa will have to bat well to
chase this total.
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BCCI president Sourav Ganguly has
lauded Virat Kohli for taking the

team forward in all forms of cricket
during his stint as India skipper but said
his decision to quit Test captaincy was
a personal one.

Kohli on Saturday ended his seven-
year reign as India's most successful
Test captain, a day after an unexpect-
ed 1-2 series loss against South Africa.

Under Kohli, India won 40 out of
68 Tests with memorable series wins in
England and Australia being the high-
light. "Under Virat's leadership Indian
cricket has made rapid strides in all for-
mats of the game ..His decision is a per-
sonal one and bcci respects it immense-
ly ..He will be an important member to
take this team to newer heights in the
future. A great player. Well done ..
@BCCI @imVkohli," Ganguly tweeted.

While Kohli is India's most success-
ful Test skipper, MS Dhoni is second in

the list with 27 victories in 60 games
and Ganguly comes third with 21
wins. Kohli also ranks fourth in the list
of most victories as Test captain behind
South Africa's Graeme Smith (53) and
Australian duo of Ricky Ponting (48)
and Steve Waugh (41).

Kohli, who was given the reins of

the Test side back in 2014 when Dhoni
stepped down in the middle of the
series against Australia, made the
announcement in the backdrop of his
tense relations with the BCCI which
removed him as ODI captain after the
star batter himself decided to leave T20
captaincy.
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Going for the win at the risk of
losing and playing five
bowlers were two non-nego-

tiables for Virat Kohli, India's most
successful Test captain.

Having taken up Test captain-
cy from M S Dhoni in the middle
of a series in Australia back in 2014,
Kohi changed the way India played
the five-day game.

Filling in for the injured Dhoni
in the Adelaide Test, Kohli not for
once thought about a draw with
India needing 364 runs in 98 overs
on day five. His aggressive approach
rubbed off on to the entire team as
the visitors got agonisingly close to
a famous win before losing the game
by 48 runs.   

"At no point did we not think
about chasing the score down. We
have come here to play positive
cricket. No sort of negativity is wel-
come in this group. That's the kind
of belief we have come here with,"
Kohli said after the loss that sowed
the seeds of many famous wins over-
seas during his seven-year tenure as
captain. 

"This has been one of our

strongest performances overseas in
the past two-three years, and I am
really proud the way the boys played
in this game." 

'Lions at home, lambs abroad'
was the tag associated with past
teams but Kohli ensured India
became the team for all conditions,
he took out the place and pitch out
of the equation. 
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Before Kohli, winning a Test
overseas was considered a big deal
but when he shocked the cricketing
world by stepping down from cap-
taincy on Saturday, his rich legacy
included a team mentality which did
not settle for anything less than a
series victory.    

What enabled Kohli to win
Test matches overseas regularly was
the fast bowling resources he had at
his disposal. The likes of
Mohammad Shami, Ishant Sharma,
Umesh Yadav and Jasprit Bumrah
flourished under his leadership,
turning into India's most fearsome
bowling attack of all times. 

Former chief selector MSK
Prasad, whose majority of the tenure

coincided with Kohli's reign as cap-
tain in all three formats, explained
how the champion batter con-
tributed to India's stellar success
across formats. 

"First of all I feel he built a win-
ing culture in the side, especially
away from home. He introduced the
five bowler theory and fitness cul-
ture he had helped change before
that," Prasad, who thought Kohli
had another three four years of cap-
taincy left in him, told PTI. 

"He brought aggression into
the side. Kohli along with the rest
of the stakeholders created a bench
strength of fast bowlers which
helped us take 20 wickets when we
were travelling."
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Kohli had managed to build a
strong pace attack for all conditions
but the x-factor was missing, which
was eventually provided by Jasprit
Bumrah, who since making his
Test debut in South Africa four years
ago, has become of the one of the
best bowlers in the world.    

"I still remember in 2017 we had
decided to groom Bumrah for an

away series. We gave him rest from
limited overs cricket and told him
to focus on his red ball cricket. He
took a six wicket haul in the Ranji
semifinal that year and that con-
vinced Virat and all of us that he
could excel in Test cricket," recalled
Prasad.
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Though the decision to push
Rohit at the top of the order to res-
urrect his Test career was suggest-
ed by head coach Ravi Shastri,
Kohli bought into that idea com-
pletely.

It not only revived Rohit's Test
career and also gave the team the
strokemaker, the team was looking
for at the top of the order. Kohli
wanted his bowlers to take 20
wickets and his batters to go for
runs and not just survive. 

The bowlers delivered on that
promise more often that not but the
batting remains a work in progress
with star studded line-up coming
a cropper overseas on multiple
occasions, most recently in South
Africa
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Australian great Ian Chappell feels the just-con-
cluded Test series between India and South

Africa involved the kind of emotion that the lop-
sided Ashes lacked completely.

Beaten comprehensively in the three-match
series opener, South Africa bounced back in style
to claim the rubber 2-1 after convincing victories
in the second and third Test against their fancied
opponents. 

"South Africa surprisingly defeated India in
an old-fashioned dogfight that included some
enthralling cricket. It also involved ample emo-
tion of the sort that has notably been missing from
an Ashes contest that has been surprisingly uncon-
troversial so far," Chappell wrote in his column
for ESPNcricinfo.

The former Australia captain added, "The
South Africa series featured bowling domination
on pitches that were probably too much in favour
of the fielding side, but there was also some
exquisite batting." 

While both teams fought hard to outdo each
other throughout the series, the Ashes series
between traditional rivals Australian and England
turned out to be completely one-sided with the
former dominating their beleaguered visitors. 

The hosts sealed the five-match series with
three successive wins before England just about
managed to halt the Australian juggernaut in the
fourth Test with a hard-earned draw. Australia
won the fifth Test with two days to spare, to take
the series 4-0. "The Australia-versus-England
series has often been frustratingly one-sided.

VIRAT KOHLI: CAPTAIN WHO WENT FOR WIN AT ALL COSTS
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