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The Omicron infection is no
longer being spread

through foreign travellers. The
Government has finally
acknowledged that Covid-19,
which is now in the form of a
new highly transmissible vari-
ant, is in the community trans-
mission stage.

A recently released bulletin
of Indian SARS-CoV-2
Genomics Consortium
(INSACOG), the consortium
of national laboratories that is
tracking the different variants
of the Coronavirus, has said
that Omicron is now spreading
through community transmis-
sion. So far there are more than
10,000 reported Omicron cases
in the country, spread across 28
States. The actual numbers
could be far more (70 to 90
times as per some estimates)
because in very few cases
genome sequencing is being
done to identify Omicron
infections.

“Omicron is now in com-
munity transmission in India
and has become dominant in

multiple metros, where new
cases have been rising expo-
nentially,” noted INSACOG in
its latest bulletin on Sunday.

INSACOG, jointly initiat-
ed by the Union Health
Ministry and the Department
of Biotechnology (DBT) among
others, is a consortium of 38
laboratories to monitor the
genomic variations in the
SARS-CoV-2

The two-page bulletin of
January 10, released on Sunday,
added that while most
Omicron cases so far had been
asymptomatic or mild, hospi-
talisations and ICU cases had
been increasing in the current
wave. The threat level remained
unchanged.

The recently reported new
SARS-CoV-2 variant —

B.1.640.2 — lineage was also
being monitored, it added.
“While it had features of
immune escape, it was cur-
rently not a variant of concern.
So far, no case has been detect-
ed in India,’’ said the bulletin.

It further said that BA.2
lineage was a substantial frac-
tion in India and S-gene
dropout-based screening was
thus likely to give high false
negatives. Tests suitable for
PCR-based screening applica-
ble to all Omicron lineages had
been approved for use. S-gene
drop-out was a genetic varia-
tion like that of Omicron.

“Further spread of
Omicron in India is now
expected to be through inter-
nal transmission, 

Continued on Page 4
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday unveiled a

hologram of Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose at the India
Gate. The hologram would
"soon" be replaced by a gran-
ite statue.

The PM paid tribute to the
"Can do and Will do" spirit of
the Indian National Amy (INA)
leader saying the country
would revive many such mem-
ories which were sidelined in
the history of freedom struggle.

In a ceremony at the India
Gate in the evening attended
among others by Union Home
Minister Amit Shah and  Urban
and Housing  Minister
Hardeep Puri, the PM paid
glowing tribute to the "brave
son of India" who, he said,
declared before the British that
"main swatantrata bheek main
nahin loonga, main ise hasil
karoonga" (I will not beg for
freedom but take it from you by
my resolve).

Modi said it is a historic
day on Netaji's 125th anniver-
sary  --- also  being celebrated

as 'Prakram divas'--- a digital
statue is being unveiled- to be
replaced by a grand granite one
- that would, he said  "inspire
present and many future gen-
erations and remind them of
their national duty".

The canopy where Netaji's
granite statue is to stand had
once housed  the statue of
British monarch King George
V which was vacated in 1968.

In 1969, a move was con-
templated to install a statue of
Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal
Nehru or that of Bose but a
decision was deferred for one
or the other reasons.

Reminding that "India is
presenting with pride the her-

itage of Netaji", Modi pointed
out naming of Andaman Island
and a Museum there in Netaji's
name; march of ex-INA veter-
ans in the Republic Day parade
in 2019; unfurling of  national
flag by him from the Red fort
wearing INA cap; and starting
of Republic day celebrations
from January 23, the birthday
of Bose.

Continued on Page 4
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The Republic Day parade
this year at Rajpath will see

soldiers marching past the
saluting base in different uni-
forms worn by the Army since
1950 till date. 

The contingents will also
carry rifles of that era. Tanks of
various vintage will roll down
the parade route showcasing
the ongoing process of mod-
ernization.

Overall, the parade will
see six marching contingents

wearing different uniforms and
carrying different weapons of
that era.

The elite commandos of
the Parachute Regiment will be
seen in the new combat uni-
form.  The Pioneer in the edi-
tion dated December 3, last
year had reported about these
two new additions to the
Republic Day parade. Unlike
the previous years when the
contingents wore the dress of
their regiments, the Republic
Day this year will see the
troops marching past  in uni-
form of the past era --- the
1950s and  60s-and the olive
greens of the present.

Continued on Page 4

New Delhi:Vice President
Venkaiah Naidu tested positive
for Covid-19 in Hyderabad on
Sunday. He will remain isolat-
ed for one week, his secretari-
at informed via Twitter.

"He has advised all those
who came in contact with him
to isolate themselves and get
tested," the tweet said.

President Venkaiah Naidu
paid tribute to Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose on his 125th
birth anniversary at a portrait
of the freedom fighter in
Hyderabad. Photographs of
the same were posted on his
official Twitter account. "
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Ateenager from Arunachal
Pradesh who went missing

last week has been found by the
Chinese army and may be sent
back to India in the next few
days after establishing his iden-
tity and due verification.

One version claimed that
the 17-year-old boy was
abducted by the Chinese
People's Liberation Army
(PLA), the other narration said
he lost his way in the thick jun-
gles while collecting herbs and
hunting.

Giving the update about
the youth, sources said  the
PLA confirmed to the Indian
Army that they have found a
missing person.  Authorities
were now trying to confirm
whether he was the same
youth, Miram Taron, who had
recently gone missing from
Arunachal Pradesh. BJP MP
from the State, Tapir Gao, had
alleged that PLA troops had
abducted the youth  from
Indian territory on January
18.

Sources said the PLA will
confirm the youth's identity
using photos and then start the
process of sending him back,
which could take about a week.

The Indian Army had ear-
lier reached out to the PLA
regarding the disappearance
of Taron. Defence sources had
then said the Army was in
touch with the PLA on the mat-
ter. Continued on Page 4
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Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath

on Sunday took part in a
door-to-door campaign in
Ghaziabad and launched a
scathing attack on the
Samajwadi Party, saying while
a Haj House was built here
earlier, his government con-
structed the  Kai lash
Mansarovar Bhawan.

During the day, Adityanath
addressed party workers in

Krishna Dental College of
Sahibabad and in Saraswati
Shishu Mandir in Nehru Nagar,
besides the door-to-door cam-
paign in Rajiv Colony of
Sahibabad.

“Earlier Haj House was
made in Ghaziabad. Our gov-
ernment constructed Kailash
Mansarovar Bhawan. Earlier
the mafia used to harass
traders, but now no mafia can
dare to grab property of any
trader, doctor or a poor per-
son...,” he said.

“In the past, ration meant

for the poor did not reach
them and it would go to
Bangladesh through the food
grains mafia. But today food
grains are reaching the poor
and 15 crore people have got
it. The double engine gov-
ernment is making available
a double dose of foodgrains,”
he said.

The Haj House in
Ghaziabad was inaugurated in
September 2016, while the
Kailash Mansarovar Bhawan
was inaugurated in December
2020. Also see Page 2
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NOTICE

Due to mistake my son's
name written in school records
as Zaid Raini & father's name as
Idrees Ahmad, whereas my
son's correct name is
Mohammad Zaid Raini father's
name is Mohammad Idrees
Please correct accordingly.
Mohammad Idrees 602/1865
Avadh Enclave Colony, Gate No.
1 Dubagga, Kakori Lucknow.
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Lucknow (PNS): The Uttar Pradesh government is likely to release
100 prisoners of good conduct, old age and suffering from serious dis-
eases on the occasion of Republic Day on Wednesday.

Those who have completed 16 years of jail term and have crossed
the age of 60 years and those with serious illness will be eligible for
the release. Besides, the prisoners will also be released on the basis of
their good behaviour.  The government has examined the files of the
eligible prisoners sent by the jail headquarters. The government will
now send the list of selected eligible prisoners to Governor Anandiben
Patel who will take a final decision on release of the prisoners

However, in view of the election code of conduct in force, the gov-
ernment is also considering taking permission from the Election
Commission of India. In addition to the Adarsh Jail of Lucknow, Nari
Bandi Niketan, the prisoners of Varanasi, Bareilly Agra, Fatehgarh and
Naini Central Jail will be eligible for release.
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Bahujan Samaj Party presi-
dent Mayawati, on Sunday,

hit out at both the Bharatiya
Janata Party and the Congress
and also made a direct attack
on Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath.

“It seems that people in
western Uttar Pradesh did not
know that the muth in which
Yogi mostly lives during his
stay in Gorakhpur is not less
than a huge bungalow. It would
be better if Yogiji also tells this
fact to the people while cam-
paigning in western UP,” the
BSP chief tweeted while ques-
tioning the praise of his sim-
plicity made by Yogi
Adityanath during his cam-
paign in western UP.

Further attacking Yogi over
his tall claims of doing several
welfare work for the poor and
weaker section of society,
Mayawati tweeted, “While
praising work done by his gov-
ernment for the poor, it
would be good if CM should
also disclose outstanding work
done during her government
regarding giving houses and
lands to the poor and landless
people.”

Through another tweet,
Mayawati said that in two
phases of Manyawar
Kanshiram Saheri Garib Aswas

Yojana, over 1.5 lakh houses
were given to the poor and
weaker sections. Besides, she
said, in Sarvjan Hitai Garib
Awas Yojana also, several lakh
landless families were benefit-
ed.

The BSP supremo said that
her party had always launched
a maximum number of welfare
programmes for the down-
trodden section of society irre-
spective of caste or religion.

Further attacking the
Congress, Mayawati termed it
as a “vote katva" party while
taking a jibe at Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra’s statement on
Congress chief minister face in
UP and later withdrawing it
within a few hours.

In a couple of tweets in
Hindi on Sunday morning,

Mayawati wrote, “The condi-
tion of the Congress party in
the elections of the UP assem-
bly has remained so bad that
their so-called CM candidate
has changed the stand within a
few hours.”

“In such a situation, it
would be better that people do
not spoil their vote by voting
for Congress, but vote for BSP
unilaterally," she appealed to
the people

She further said, “In UP,
parties like Congress are only
vote-cutting parties in the eyes
of the people.  In such a situa-
tion, Bharatiya Janata Party
should be out of the power in
UP in the interest of the soci-
ety and a government headed
by BSP, which is the number
one party in the elections,

should replace them."
It may be mentioned that

earlier Congress also dumped
BSP, claiming it to be a B-team
of the BJP and even ques-
tioned Mayawati that if her
party was so concerned about
the poor and weaker section
than where she was when peo-
ple were suffering from hunger
and several lakh people died in
pandemic or when the goons
under patronage of present
government were attacking the
modesty of Dalit girls and
even killing them.
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Bahujan Samaj Party has
released the list of its 18 star
campaigners for the UP assem-
bly elections.

In the list, Mayawati's
brother Anand Kumar figures
as a star campaigner.

The list of star campaign-
ers for the first phase polls
includes Mayawati, Anand
Kumar, Satish Chandra Mishra,
Munkad Ali, Samsuddin Raine,
Satpal Peepla, Gore Lal Jatav,
Rajkumar Gautam, Suraj Singh
Jatav, Ashirwad Arya, Nakul
Dubey, Pradeep Jatav,  Pratap
Singh Baghel , Dinesh Kumar
Kazipur, Dr. Kamal Singh, Raj
Kartar Singh Nagar, Chand
Singh Kashyap, and Satya
Prakash.
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Aparna Yadav, the daughter-in-law of
Mulayam Singh Yadav, who recently

joined the Bharatiya Janata Party, said on
Sunday that she joined hands with the
party to follow nationalism and she wished
to contribute towards the formation of the
‘New India’.

Ahead of the UP elections, BJP's
women's brigade has now entered a new
phase as besides Aparna Yadav, MLA Aditi
Singh joined the BJP from Congress
along with Priyanka Maurya, the poster
girl of Congress ‘Ladki hoon..’ campaign,
and they all held a press conference
together in Lucknow on Sunday.

Speaking at the press conference,
Aparna Yadav thanked the party members
for the warm welcome given to them.

Speaking at her maiden press confer-
ence as a BJP leader, Aparna Yadav said,
“I thank PM Narendra Modi and CM Yogi
Adityanath for the opportunity they have
given me. I have chosen BJP because of
nationalism.” 

She further addressed the birth
anniversary of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
and said that the ideologies live and men
follow them.

“Thought moves ahead and the man
follows it. I believe that man is mortal but
thought never dies. Once Shankaracharyaji
was asked that when there is a lot of con-
flict in the mind when such a time comes
when the mind is not stable, then what
direction can one give to society and he
said that thought is medicine,” Aparna
Yadav said.

She praised the BJP for its work and
said that she was looking forward to work-
ing with PM Modi. “BJP is the party which
has saved the country. I want to move with

PM Modi to build a New India. I have got
an opportunity to fill colour with CM Yogi
in this New India,” she said.

Meanwhile, BJP candidate from Rae
Bareli Sadar seat of UP, Aditi Singh, said
that the safety of women had been ensured
in the Yogi government.

Samajwadi Party patriarch Mulayam
Singh Yadav had earlier given his blessings
to his daughter-in-law Aparna Yadav who
joined BJP. The meeting on January 21 was

the first meeting between them after she
arrived in Lucknow.

Having unsuccessfully contested the
2017 Uttar Pradesh assembly polls from
Lucknow Cantonment constituency as SP
candidate, she supported various initiatives
of the BJP government such as abrogation
of Article 370 and the 'Swachh Bharat'
campaign besides donating Rs 11 lakh for
the construction of the Ram temple at
Ayodhya.
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In an intriguing political
development, the Samajwadi

Party, on Sunday, urged the
Election Commission of India
(ECI) to impose a ban on
opinion polls being aired by
news channels.

The Samajwadi Party
urged the ECI to immediately
impose a ban on opinion polls
being aired by news channels.
This demand has come after
several opinion polls reported-
ly projected a majority for the
Bharatiya Janata Party-led
alliance in the UP elections.

SP state president Naresh
Uttam shot off a letter to Chief
Election Commissioner Sushil
Chandra, arguing that the air-
ing of opinion polls at a junc-
ture when the nomination for
the first phase had already fin-
ished was a violation of the
model code of conduct.

Maintaining that the voters
were getting influenced by the
findings of these surveys, he
contended that the prohibition
of opinion polls was a prereq-
uisite for free and fair elections.

As per Section 126A of the
Representation of the People
Act, 1951, exit polls cannot be
aired from the hour fixed for
commencement of poll in the
first phase and half an hour
after the end of polling in the
last phase.

The ECI’s formal response
to the SP letter is awaited.

A survey conducted by
one TV channel projected that
the BJP-led alliance shall win
252-272 seats whereas the
alliance led by the Akhilesh
Yadav-led party might end up
with 111-131 seats. On the
other hand, Bahujan Samaj
Party, Congress and other par-
ties are likely to get 8-16, 3-9
and 0-4 seats respectively. As
per the opinion poll, the BJP-
led alliance is expected to gar-
ner a vote share of 41.3 per cent
as against 33.1 per cent of the
SP.

Besides, Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath was the first
choice for the top post for 41.2
per cent of the respondents,

while 29.4 per cent of the
respondents were in favour of
SP chief Akhilesh Yadav. As far
as election issues are con-
cerned, unemployment and
farmers' protest topped the
list followed by increase in
prices of fuel and essential
commodities, lack of wide-
spread availability of water,
bad roads and the issue of stray
cattle.

Rating the UP govern-
ment's performance, 18 per
cent of the respondents termed
it 'excellent', 38 per cent 'good',
25 per cent 'average' and 19 per
cent 'poor'.
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Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Sunday said

that the Samajwadi Party lead-
ership was aware of its impend-
ing defeat in the forthcoming
assembly elections in the state
and, therefore, it was making
big and unrealistic promises to
the people.

Yogi Adityanath took part
in a door-to-door campaign in
Mohan Nagar area of
Ghaziabad and addressed intel-
lectuals in Sahibabad to seek
people’s support in the forth-
coming elections. General
(Retired) VK Singh and some
other leaders accompanied him
during the campaign.

Taking a dig at Akhilesh
Yadav while addressing intel-
lectuals at an event at
Sahibabad, Yogi Adityanath
said: “Those who failed to pro-
vide electricity to the people
when they were in power are
promising 300 units for free
because they know well that
they are not coming back and
need not bother to keep their
promises to the people.
Actually, they are used to liv-
ing in darkness because thieves
do not like a moonlit night.”

Yogi Adityanath said that
all the opposition parties,
including Samajwadi Party,
Bahujan Samaj Party and
Congress, had disappeared
from the scene during the
COVID-19 pandemic and were
busy misguiding people on the
two vaccines developed in
India under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

“India has set an example
for the developed world in
Covid management under the
leadership of Prime Minister
Modi. It is because of effective
management (of Covid) that
despite having a population
four times more than that of
the US, the deaths due to the
pandemic in India have been
half the deaths in the US,” he
remarked.

Urging intellectuals to visit

door-to-door along with
General (Retired) VK Singh to
seek votes for the Bharatiya
Janata Party candidates, Yogi
Adityanath said that people
must recognise the fact that
those who did not stand by
them during the pandemic
and who do not have develop-
ment on their agenda were
their real enemies and they
must not support them. 

He said that the current UP
government had been provid-
ing free tests, free vaccines
and free treatment for the
COVID-19 patients as well as
giving a double dose of ration
to 15 crore people while the
previous government only pro-
tected mafias and gangsters
who captured properties of
traders, doctors and poor peo-
ple.

“They have given tickets to
history-sheeters and dreaded
gangsters. They have given a
ticket to a man who was
responsible for the mass exodus
of Hindus from Kairana. They
have given tickets to criminals
and rioters in Bulandshahr,
Muzaffarnagar, Loni, Amroha
and various other places”, Yogi
said.

Speaking on the issue of
pensioners, Chief Minister Yogi
said that the state government
had deposited Rs 10,000 crore
to the accounts of government
employees since 2017 under the
new pension scheme which the
previous government had
denied to them since 2004.

He said, “It was Mulayam
Singh Yadav’s government that
had stopped pension to govern-
ment employees. The previous

government did not even open
their bank accounts.”

Yogi said that the UP gov-
ernment had ensured that no
one’s salary was cut during
COVID-10 pandemic as many
other states did, and it protect-
ed the lives and livelihood of
people throughout the pan-
demic.

In a scathing attack on the
previous government, he said,
“When we took over in 2017,
the first three things we did
were to shut down illegal
slaughterhouses, form Anti
Romeo Squad to protect girls
and waive loans worth Rs
36,000 crore of 86 lakh farm-
ers. And when the previous
government took over, the first
thing it did was to withdraw
cases against terrorists. They
need power to exploit, where-

as we need power to serve
every individual of the state.”

He added, “UP needs the
BJP government again to
ensure safety of women, poor
and common people. The BJP
government is needed so that
bulldozers continue to run
over illegal properties of mafias
and gangsters; corruption is
kept in check and expressways
give momentum to the lives of
people.”

Yogi also said that Gautam
Buddha Nagar would have a
world-class film city while the
international airport at Jewar
would be the biggest in Asia.
He also promised to resolve the
drinking water problem at
Mohan Nagar and Koda local-
ities, pointing out that the state
government had provided tap
water to seven districts of the
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Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, on Sunday,

paid floral tributes to Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose on his
125th birth anniversary in
Lucknow.

Speaking on the occasion,
the chief minister said, "Netaji
could have taken care of his
family by staying in India or
Britain and have earned money
but he never accepted that life,
he never accepted the British
rule and he left his civil service
job because for him nothing
was more important than the
independence of India," the
chief minister said. He further
said the slogan given by Netaji
became the mantra of the
country's independence.

"For the independence of
India, he gave up his job, he
became a part of the ongoing
struggle for independence, for
the independence of India he
also left the Congress office
and after that, by staying out-
side India and forming the
Azad Hind Fauj, he gave a new

slogan to the youth of the
country and it was "Tum mujhe
khoon do main tumhe azadi
dunga" and it became the
mantra of the country's inde-
pendence," he added.

Earlier in the day, the chief
minister remembered the late
freedom fighter as "the great
hero of the Indian freedom

struggle" who gave the
"immortal freedom mantra"
'You give me blood, I will give
you freedom'.

"The great hero of the
Indian freedom struggle, the
leader of Azad Hind Fauj, the
inventor of the immortal free-
dom mantra 'You give me
blood, I will give you freedom'.

Tribute to Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose on his birth
anniversary ‘Parakram Diwas,"
he tweeted in Hindi.

Born on January 23, 1897,
Netaji played a crucial role in
India's freedom movement.
Subhash Chandra Bose had
also established the Azad Hind
Fauj.

Lucknow (PNS): In a sensation-
al case of rape and murder of a minor
in Farrukhabad, the naked body of an
11-year-old girl was found lying in a
mustard field on Sunday morning.

As soon as the information was
received, the superintendent of police
reached the spot with a heavy police
force. Forensic team was also called to
the spot immediately. The body was
sent for post-mortem and further
investigations are on.

Reports said that a villager saw the
nude body of an 11-year-old girl
lying in the mustard field of
Shringirampur village under
Kamalganj police station in
Farrukhabad on Sunday early morn-

ing. He raised an alarm after which a
huge crowd gathered at the spot. 

The local police also reached the
spot and covered the body with a
cloth. In the meantime, a villager
from Gursahaiganj Kotwali area of
Kannauj district also reached and
identified the body as that of the
11-year-old daughter of a local
villager.

They said that on January 20, the
victim’s parents had gone to their in-
laws' house and when they returned
they found their daughter missing. A
report in this connection was lodged
at Gursahaiganj Kotwali the next
morning.

Superintendent of Police Ashok

Kumar Meena said that on January 20,
the information about the disappear-
ance of the girl was given by the fam-
ily members in Gursahaiganj, Kotwali
of Kannauj district. The relatives
identified the body as that of their 11-
year-old daughter. A SOG team has
been deployed to work out the case
and the accused would be arrested, he
said.

Meanwhile, in Moradabad, a 6-
year-old girl was raped in Majhola
police station area of the district. The
police have arrested the accused and
registered a case under IPC and
POCSO Act, while medical examina-
tion of the victim has also been done.

According to the DSP of Civil Line

Circle, a 6-year-old girl was playing
outside the house in Majhola police
station area. It is alleged that a youth,
Ajay Saini, who lives in the neighbor-
hood, took her with him to a dilapi-
dated house on the pretext of
giving her money, where he raped the
girl.

Meanwhile, a woman working on
a building made a noise on seeing the
accused, on which people ran to the
spot and caught him.

On the basis of the complaint, a
case was registered against Ajay Saini
on rape charges and POCSO Act at
Majhola police station. The court on
Saturday sent the accused to jail in
judicial custody.

!(�	


�
����
�����������	��
�	��	��
���
��
�� .7�809�

The Samajwadi Party, on
Sunday, released the list of

its 30 star campaigners for the
first phase of the Uttar
Pradesh assembly elections.

SP patriarch Mulayam
Singh Yadav, his son and
party president Akhilesh
Yadav, daughter-in-law
Dimple Yadav, Rajya Sabha
member Jaya Bachchan, party
secretary-general Ramgopal
Yadav and MLA Swami
Prasad Maurya are among
the star campaigners.

Earlier, the SP had
announced that Akhilesh
Yadav would contest the Uttar
Pradesh assembly elections
from Mainpuri's Karhal con-
stituency. He is currently a
Lok Sabha MP from
Azamgarh.

Elections to the 403
assembly constituencies in
Uttar Pradesh will be held in
seven phases starting
February 10.

11The polling will be
held on February 10, 14, 20,
and 23, 27, and March 3 and
7 in seven phases. The count-
ing of votes will be taken up
on March 10.
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Lucknow (PNS): Uttar
Pradesh MSME Minister and
government spokesman
Sidharth Nath Singh on
Sunday made light of the
promise of 22 lakh jobs in the
information technology (IT)
sector made by Samajwadi
Party chief Akhilesh Yadav if
his party was voted to power.

In a statement, Singh said
that while there was no harm
in Yadav’s “Mungeri Lal
dreams”, he pointed out how
the Yogi Adityanath-led
Bharatiya Janata Party gov-
ernment in the state had
already  brought in huge invest-
ment in the state in the IT sec-
tor. This, he added, was
spurring the economy of the
state and generating unprece-
dented and like never before
job opportunities.

To buttress his claims, the
minister pointed out that in the
incumbent BJP regime, an
investment of Rs 17,927 crore
had been made in the data cen-
tres in UP. The minister went
on to detail these investments
and said that M/s Adani
Enterprises Ltd was setting up
two data centres in the state at
a cost of Rs 2473 and Rs 2173
crore in sectors 62 and 80 of
Noida. Similarly, he said, NIDP
Developers Pvt Ltd
(Hiranandani Group) was set-
ting up a data centre worth Rs
1697 crore at the Knowledge
Park in Greater Noida besides
NTT Global Data Centres (Rs
1,687 crore), Web Werks India
Pvt Ltd (Rs 197 crore) in
Sector 63, Noida.

The state government, the
minister underlined, had a
clear focus to make UP a
front-ranking state in India and
to generate more and more
employment for the youth.

��	�����
�
�.���
-��.��
 ���
/
��
�
��
�
����"&��'	���	��������"
��!��	����!�
�"��#

=
�
����	
��������"=(��
��
��
��
	��

	����C���	�
	

���	���������!�����������(����&��
��

�������&�
�%���
���� ������ ���
#���*��������
�������#��)�
����

���������	������������������� 
�
���

�������	
��	���
�����	��	���
�	��
�
��	�����	���	
��	��	���

�	��	����	��������	�����	 ��	!
����	�
�
�
	���""���	�������	!
�#
�
�	$�
��	������%&''()*(	
��	�������	
�	+��	+��	��������	�,�	�����	�&--	./
���	0�������

	.��
�	1
�
��
���	������%�	23�����,�	2�����4	1
,��	5"
���
��
$�������	2�����4	���
�	��
�
��	������	$10	1��	')*(678�	������%	+�
�"�����4	2�.9:4	 )-(())	!
34	'- 77;'�	.


�
�
�	<�����4	=)7-'>	' ');*;�	' '*)*;�	-'?) ()�	�
�"��	<�����4	=)7*'>	'-) ))(�	'-)  *(�	�
�
�
��	<�����4	=)7 '>	' * '? �	' * '?7�	@�
��	<�����4	1��	(�	9�����	A�

�
9�
%
��	9
�
���	��
�	B
�
�	�
���	1�%	@�
��&**)	))'�	�����4	)**& )**) 77�	��//����
����	<�����4	!&-*�	������	(�	1<0@.�	A
��
/	9���	1
�
�&')*-)*�	5���	�����4	)*')& ;8?;))	C	 ;8??))

��������	
�
�
	�������
	���
	���	�������	���	�

�	���
�	��	�����	
�����	��	����������	����	�����������	��	�
���	����	��	��
	���������	���	���
���������	����	 �����������	���
�	��	����	�����������	��	�
�
�
	���	�
�
�
��
	���	����	���	�
	���
�	��	������	��������
	��	��	�������	��	��
	��
	��	��
	����
���	
�������	�������
���	���	�����
��	���	�
��
��	���	��	���	��
	��
	�
�����������
	���	��

�����
	��	����	��	��
	�
�����	�	�������
�	��	����	�����������	��	���	���	��
	�
����	��	��
	������	���
�	��	��
	�����	��	����	�����	���	������
�	��
	����
��	��	��
	
�������
	������������	��	����
�
��	�����	���	������	��	�������	���
�	�
��
��	��
	�����
�	���	�
 �
��
�	��	�
���
	���	�

�	����������
	�����
	��	������
	��
��
��
�	�����	��
	�
�����
	��	��
	����	��	���
����
�
��	�
���
	�
�����!
���	��	��
	����
���	�������
�	��	����	�
�����
��	"�
	�����
��	�������
��	
�����	���	��
	
����


	��	��
	#���

�	$����%�	����	���	�
	�
��	�
��������
	���	��
	����	��	�����	���
	�
	��
	���
����
��	��	��
	��������	&	�
����
�	���	�����	���	�
	���
	�
��������
	���	��
	����	��	�����	����
 �
��
�	���	�����
�	�������!�
���
�	�����
�	��	����	���
����
�
����



	
��
��������� �������� ��������� � !��"��

Lucknow (PNS): As many
as 2,326 people tested positive
for coronavirus infection in the
city in the last 24 hours while
2,542 recovered from the infec-
tion. There were 17,362 active
cases in the city on Sunday
evening.

Giving this information,
Yogesh Raghuvanshi from the
CMO office said that amongst
those who had tested positive
included 1,544 males and 1,057
females.

He said 377 people tested
positive for COVID-19 in
Chinhat, 388 in Aliganj, 307 in
Alambagh, 277 in Indiranagar,
169 in Sarojininagar, 235 in NK
Road, 196 in Silver Jubilee, 125
at Red Cross and 77 at
Turiyaganj.

Amongst those who tested
positive included 147 trav-
ellers, 776 contacts, 432 having
influenza-like illness, 79 who
were pre-surgicals, 127 health-
care workers  and 61 who were
admitted at the Command
Hospital.

Meanwhile, hospitalisation
of the positive cases continues
to remain low in the Omicron
wave in Lucknow district which

is a big relief.
RK Singh, Covid nodal

officer from SGPGIMS, said
that 60 patients were current-
ly admitted at the SGPGIMS
hospital. He said that there had
been three COVID-19 deaths
at SGPGIMS which were inci-
dental Covid cases.

Lok Bandhu Hospital
Medical Superintendent Dr
Ajay Tripathi said that there
nine COVID-19 patients were
admitted at the hospital

He said that 10-15 had
been admitted earlier who
recovered and went back in
home isolation since they had
no symptoms.

“These are those patients
who are concerned after hav-
ing tested positive for coron-
avirus and have got themselves
admitted through self-recom-
mendation. This is an age
group between 30-40 years.
There was a mother with a five-
year-old child who had tested
positive and got herself admit-
ted at the hospital. They left
after we gave them an assur-
ance that if they face any prob-
lem they can get themselves
admitted to the hospital. Again

there was a 50-year-old who
was admitted at Lok Bandhu
Hospital whose kretnin levels
started falling and so we tried
to send him to Ram Manohar
Lohia Hospital but he refused
to stay there and returned
home after which he got a read-
mission at our hospital,” Dr
Tripathi added.

He said that there was only
one patient who was serious
and was on oxygen. Dr Tripathi
said that several elderly patients
who are symptomatic and did
not have isolation facilities at
home were  also given admis-
sion if they asked.

Regarding pregnant posi-
tive women, he said that they
were not admitting pregnant
positive women and as per the
direction of the CMO, they
were being sent to Queen
Mary’s Hospital.

“The staff is also working
for non-Covid patients here
and hence we are not admitting
positive pregnant women,” he
said. Nisha Singh from the
Queen Mary’s Hospital said
that approximately 20 pregnant
women admitted in the hospi-
tal were Covid positive.
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The Central Drug Research
Institute (CDRI) scientists

have developed an indigenous
RT-PCR kit ‘OM’ for detection
of the Omicron variant of
novel coronavirus.

According to the CDRI
spokesperson, as the coron-
avirus continues to mutate, it
becomes challenging to diag-
nose and treat different variants
of concern.

“The Omicron variant,
though milder in symptoms
and fatality, is a super spread-
er and is propagating like wild
fire across the world.
Currently, detection of this
variant depends upon tests like
the S-gene drop out or by NGS
(Nextgen sequencing) of the
whole viral genome. The S-
gene drop out method is not
specific to pinpoint the type of
variant and the NGS (Nextgen
sequencing) method has its

limitations in terms of expense,
turnaround and the number of
centres which can provide such
service. Hence we have devel-
oped this OM kit for its detec-
tion,” the CDRI spokesperson
said.

CDRI Director, Prof Tapas
K Kundu, said that the current
upsurge in Covid infections
indicated variants of SARS-
CoV-2 virus circulating in the
Indian population.

“So far most of the RT-PCR
based diagnostic kits do not
confirm whether Covid infec-
tion is caused by the highly
mutated Omicron variant. The
scientific team comprising Dr
Atul Goel, Dr Ashish Arora
and Dr Niti Kumar at CSIR-
CDRI, Lucknow along with our
industry partner Biotech Desk
Pvt. Ltd., Hyderabad have suc-
cessfully developed the indige-
nous RT-PCR kit INDICoV-
OmTM for specific detection of
the Omicron variant.  In the

entire world our kit is one of
the very few specific kits for
detecting Omicron,” he said.

Dr Atul Goel, team leader,
said that with the joint efforts
of Dr Ashish Arora and Dr Niti
Kumar they had developed an
indigenous diagnostic kit for
direct detection of Omicron
variant in patient samples.

“This CDRI's primer probe
kit has been tested and validat-
ed by Prof Amita Jain in a
number of novel coronavirus

positive patient samples at
King George’s Medical
University in Lucknow. This
provides an advantage of a
quick and a cost-effective
detection of Omicron variant
over genome sequencing for a
large population. Further, this
indigenous technology can be
aligned for detection of other
emerging variants of COVID-
19 infection and other respira-
tory infections,” he added.

Dr Goel further mentioned

that the indigenous fluorescent
dyes and quencher technology
would help in becoming self-
reliant in the development of
RT-PCR based detection kits
for emerging infections in
future.

Dr Shradha Goenka, man-
aging director of Biotech Desk
Pvt. Ltd., Hyderabad, said that
since this wave was happening
now and there was not much
time, it was quite an uphill task
to be able to deliver to the mar-
ket a detection kit which shall
make this specific detection
within the reach of the com-
mon man.

“However, since we have
been in the supply business for
long, it has been possible for us
to source all components of the
kit in record time so that we
can roll out our kit, the
INDICoV-OmTM by mid-
February. We are now working
on regulatory approvals and the
assembly of the kit, and keep

our fingers crossed for an early
release,” she said.

CSIR-CDRI Director Prof
Kundu further informed that at
present CDRI was gaining suf-
ficient expertise in the antivi-
ral research for therapeutics
and diagnostics to combat any
kind of viral infections.

The team lead by Dr Atul
Goel is fully prepared for the
detection of broad spectrum
and specific pathogenic viral
infection. This kit for SARS-
CoV-2 Omicron diagnosis has
been submitted to Indian
Council of Medical Research
(ICMR) for independent vali-
dation and should be available
for the people of India.

“We are delighted to serve
the nation. CDRI team of
researchers Dr Atul Goel, Dr
Niti Kumar, Dr Ashish Arora,
Surbhi Mundra, Varsha
Kumari, Kundan Singh Rawat,
Ms. Priyanka Pandey,” he
added.
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The TET passed off peaceful-
ly in the district on Sunday

with 39,583 candidates appear-
ing in the morning shift out of
47,349 candidates who had
registered for the examina-
tions and 28,596 candidates
appearing for the second shift
of the examination out of
33,255 who had registered.

Giving this information,
DIOS Amarkant Singh said
that the exams passed off
peacefully with no untoward
incident taking place. 

Regarding some candidates
creating ruckus after they were
not allowed to enter when the
gates closed sharp half-an-
hour before the examination at
some of the centres in the
morning shift, he said that it

happened only at a few centres
where the candidates were late.
“In the second shift we did not
face any problem at all,” he said.

Meanwhile, District
Magistrate Abhishek Prakash
carried out an inspection of the
TET centres in view of the
examination held on Sunday.

The DM inspected centres
such as Jai Narain Inter College,
Bappa Vocational Inter College,
Mahamana Malviya Vidya
Mandir Inter College where he
inspected the examination
rooms, the presence of
observers and the monitoring
of the classrooms through the
CCTVs. He went to the control
rooms of all the schools to view
the arrangements which had
been made by the schools.

He directed the officials at
the centres to maintain the

Covid protocols and ensure
that in one room only a
restricted number of children
were allowed to sit. He said that
Covid social distancing need-
ed to be followed and that no
laxity in following the Covid
rules would be tolerated. He
said that the examination was
being conducted at 99 centres.

The DM found that prop-
er arrangements had been
made for provision of water
and there were proper arrange-
ments also of clean toilets and
hand wash as well as sanitisers
at the centres. He also interact-
ed with the students and told
them that it was important to
wear masks and sanitise their
hands from time to time. He
also gave directions for con-
ducting copying-free examina-
tions.
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Anshika Rani of City
Montessori School, Aliganj
Campus-I won the bronze
medal in World Mathematics
Team Championship organ-
ised by Macadamia Education
Institute, Vietnam. The cham-
pionship was conducted for
selected students from all over
the world in four rounds.
Twelve students from India
were selected at the national
level to participate in this
championship.
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A three-day special saniti-

sation drive was kicked off by
Additional Municipal
Commissioner Abhay Kumar
Pandey in all zones of Lucknow
Municipal Corporation on
Sunday. In the drive, 65 tractor
mounted 5000 litre capacity
sanitisation machines, 240
hand-held machines, eight
anti-smog guns (one for each
zone) were used to cover all
crowded places and city mar-
kets. During the drive, Pankaj
Singh, Sunil Kumar Rawat,

and all zonal sanitary officers
remained present and people
also took part in it. 
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Bondhu Mahal celebrated

the 125th birth anniversary of
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose on
Sunday. Members paid
floral tributes to Bose and
Surojit Das talked about the
life of Netaji and how it
inspired the young generation.
President Bondhu Mahal
Manoj Bhadra proposed the
vote of thanks. 

Lucknow (PNS):
Unidentified miscreants made
viral an audio clip purported-
ly of former state minister in
Samajwadi Party government
and state secretary of the party,
Ram Singh Rana.

The SP office-bearer
lodged a report in this connec-
tion but he did not name any-
one. Police registered a case
under Section 500 of the Indian
Penal Code (for defamation)
and under Section 67 of the
Information Technology Act.

In his complaint, Rana, a
resident of Gomti Nagar, said
the miscreants made an audio
clip viral on social media using
a part of his name.

“I have nothing to do with
the audio clip and the voice in
it is not mine. Some persons
with vested interests have made
the audio clip viral,” he said.

He said he suspected some
of his political adversaries in
the opposition political parties
who aimed to tarnish his image
in the Samajwadi Party, made
the audio viral. “The audio clip
has harmed my reputation and
it has also lowered the reputa-
tion of my political party. I
request the police to initiate
proper action against the mis-
creants,” he said.

Lucknow (PNS): A
woman accused her neighbour
of molesting her and thrashing
her over a land related issue in
Krishna Nagar. The woman
also named the mother of the
accused, alleging that she pro-
voked him to teach her (victim)
an unforgettable lesson.  Those
named in the case were iden-
tified as Ashutosh Tyagi and his
mother Arti, both residents of
Indralok Colony in Krishna
Nagar.

As per the complainant, the

woman’s father owned a plot
close to the house of Ashutosh
in the colony. On January 19,
she had gone to the colony as
she had to remove the garbage
dumped at the plot.

It was alleged that when
she was getting the work done,
Ashutosh and his mother
reached the spot and picked up
a fight with her.

“They started abusing me
and when I objected, they
attacked me with sticks. Arti
kept inciting Ashutosh to beat

me and teach me a lesson that
I will never forget. On being
provoked, Ashutosh started
dragging me inside his house.
I was scared and cried for
help. The residents assembled
at the scene and saved me.
Someone from the mob filmed
the incident in which both
Ashutosh and Arti are seen
attacking me and abusing me
and the molestation by
Ashutosh,” the victim claimed.

The police registered a case
in this connection.
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A35-year-old man was found hanging in a
house where he was living alone in the

Jankipuram police station area on Sunday.
The deceased was identified as Ram Lakhan

Sharma of Madion. He was living in a rented
house in Sita Vihar Colony in Jankipuram.

On Sunday, Ram Lakhan did not wake up
as usual. In the meantime, the landlord,
Mohammed Rafiq, reached the house to meet

the tenants. He also called Ram Lakhan and
reached his room when the latter did not
respond.

“I found Ram Lakhan hanging from the ceil-
ing with a cable wire tied around his neck,” Rafiq
told police.

Police said Ram Lakhan was staying all alone
for the last three months after his wife along with
her two children left for her parents’ house fol-
lowing a domestic dispute.

Police sent the body for autopsy.
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The kin of the murdered property dealer,
Sandeep Pal, refused to perform his last rites

on Sunday to press their demand for the arrest
the killers.

The cops who reached the spot assured the
family that the killers would be arrested soon
after which the kin agreed to perform the last
rites. On the other hand, the Para police are yet
to get any clue about the killers, a day after the
murder of 32-year-old property dealer Sandeep
Pal.

After the incident came to light on Saturday
morning, the police detained and quizzed sev-
eral youths who were in contact with the
deceased and also those who attended the birth-
day party on Friday night in which Pal had also
participated. Sandeep Pal of Narauna village in
Kakori was shot in the stomach and later his
body was dumped at a vacant plot behind a ply-
wood factory in Para. His motorcycle was found
parked near a school in the area.

Sources said the police scanned the CCTV
footage but did not get any clue about the killers.

“Police are yet to find out the persons with
whom Sandeep was after he left the party venue,”
sources in the police said.

They said the investigating team suspected
the role of some insider.

“It seems that Sandeep was lured to attend
the birthday party and later he was killed. There
seems to be some conspiracy,” they said.

FOUND DEAD: The body of an elderly
man was recovered from his house in Saadatganj
police station area on Sunday.

Police suspect that the man died due to the
biting cold. The body was sent for autopsy.

The deceased was identified as Satnam Singh
of Chaupatiya. He had two children who are said
to be mentally unsound and both were not at
the house when the police reached there on get-
ting information from a neighbour.

ALLEGED: A girl accused four persons of
sending obscene photos on her mobile phone
and making obscene comments and threaten-
ing to kill her when she objected, in Talkatora
police station area. The girl lodged a report nam-
ing Ashutosh, Sohan, Vijay and a woman. A
team is investigating the case.
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Maintaining the positive
recovery trend -- high

recoveries and a low number of
fresh COVID-19 cases – has
reduced the active caseload in
Uttar Pradesh to 93,757.

In a sharp contrast to Uttar
Pradesh, sparsely populated
states like Kerala, Maharashtra
and Tamil Nadu account for a
heavier active caseload of
2,47,227, 2,79,930 and 1,87,358
respectively.

According to an official
communiqué released here on
Sunday evening, out of 2,32,051
samples tested in the last 24
hours in Uttar Pradesh, only
13,830 were positive for novel
coronavirus infection. In the
same period, another 16,521
COVID-19 patients recovered
from the infection. The rate of
growth has started slowing
down, indicating a reduced
transmission rate.

Where other major states
have been witnessing a greater
surge of fresh COVID-19 infec-
tions (daily cases ranging up to
30,000), Uttar Pradesh, with
emphasis on effective screen-
ing, aggressive vaccination and
containment measures, has
been able to control the spread
of novel coronavirus infection
comparatively well.

Leading India’s vaccina-
tion drive with over 24.85
crore total doses of Covid vac-

cine administered, Uttar
Pradesh is followed by
Maharashtra with 14.60 crore
doses administered so far. In
terms of percentage, about 65
per cent of the adult population
is fully vaccinated and over 98
per cent have received one
dose of the vaccine.

Strengthening its fight
against the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Uttar Pradesh has also
administered over 7.80 lakh
‘precautionary doses’ of the
Covid vaccine to healthcare
and frontline workers and
those above 60 years.

Committed to providing
protection cover to children in
the age group of 15-18, the state
has so far administered vaccine
doses to over 56 per cent
teenagers. 

Since the beginning of the
inoculation drive for this age
bracket, more than 7,800,084
teens have received their first
dose of the vaccine. 

The government has also
set a target to provide complete
first dose coverage to all the eli-
gible teens by January 25.

Just a few days after cross-
ing the 24 crore dose milestone,
UP has inched closer to cross-
ing the 25 crore Covid vaccine
shots. 

This will be another major
landmark as the state continues
to conduct one of the most suc-
cessful vaccination campaigns
in the country.
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Lucknow (PNS): A joint
team of the surveillance cell
and police recovered 11 drums
filled with 2,150 litres of diesel
from a house in Banthra on
Sunday.

The police arrested the
accused who had stocked the
diesel stolen from tankers in his
house and were interrogating
him to know about his aides
involved in the crime.

The accused was identified
as Jai Prakash Yadav of Narera
village in Banthra. He con-
fessed his crime and disclosed
that he used to get diesel stolen
from the tankers transporting
diesel to different destinations.
After collecting the stolen
diesel, he used to stock it and
later sold it to customers at a
lower price.

While the police did not
disclose more details about
the gang and its modus operan-
di, sources said Jai Prakash and
his men used to steal diesel in
connivance with the tanker
drivers and cleaners.

“The tankers, after being
filled at a depot, are sealed
before they leave the depot. The
miscreants mix some chemicals
which creates foams in the
diesel to maintain the level of
diesel in the tanker,” the sources
said.

They said some filling sta-
tions had complained of getting
lesser volume of diesel in the
supply and the authorities con-
cerned had conducted an inter-
nal checking, the finding of
which was shared with the
police.

“The practice of stealing
diesel was in the know of the
local police and the miscreant
had patronage of lower rung
cops. A surveillance team
worked in the case in a secret
way and the fraud was
exposed,” they said.
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Lucknow (PNS): Birds largely rely
upon the natural day length as daily and
annual timer to time their behavioral and
physiological processes for their reproduc-
tive activity, depending on the availability
of light in the environment. Several exper-
iments on birds, both in wild and in labo-
ratory conditions, have revealed a lot about
the behaviour and physiology of photo peri-
odic birds. 

But spotted munia shows an atypical
photosensitivity and thus is considered as
a non-photoperiodic bird. It has been
found to respond even under dark-domi-

nant photoperiodic regime and has shown
persistent annual rhythm under constant
light conditions.

In view of this, Dr Shalie Malik from the
Zoology department of Lucknow University
has taken up a study to address the issue in
spotted munia in a research project fund-
ed by Science and Engineering Research
Board (SERB), New Delhi. “The overall find-
ings will enhance understanding of the inter-
nal timers of the vertebrates which could be
utilised in the plans for overcoming the neg-
ative impact of environment such as grow-
ing urbanisation, use of bright light at night,

climate change and habitat loss, and help in
the conservation of these birds,” she
said.

“This investigation will monitor the
involvement of molecules, other than the
ones found in the photoperiodic birds, in
the regulation of the reproductive cycle in
this ‘non photoperiodic’ seasonally breed-
ing bird. It is expected that the investigation
will establish a relationship of the behaviour-
al, daily activities and neural correlates dur-
ing the reproductive cycle in a species dur-
ing a period of approximately 12 months,”
she added.
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The National Voters’ Day
will be celebrated with great

fanfare on January 25.
Giving this information,

District Election Officer
Abhishek Prakash said that all
the offices in  the Lucknow dis-
trict would celebrate the day
and administer the voters’
pledge to the employees.

He said to ensure the max-
imum participation of youth
and women,  programmes
would be organised in all the
universities, colleges and
educational institutions under
the aegis of the Electoral
Literacy Clubs which had
been formed for the purpose
would organise prabhat
pheri, slogan writing, essay

competitions, singing, skits
and several online competi-
tions.

The DM said that the
booth level officers would cel-
ebrate the National Voters’ Day
at their respective booths where
the voters would be adminis-
tered a pledge and also be
given badges given by the
Election Commission of
India.

The DM said that all the
election registration officials
would organise the National
Voters’ Day in their respective
constituencies and administer
voters' pledge after the pro-
gramme. 

He said that they would
ensure that Covid protocol
including distancing was main-
tained at all programmes.
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The 125th birth anniversary
of Netaji Subhash Chandra

Bose was celebrated with
enthusiasm in the city.

Cadets of 20 UP Girls’
Battalion NCC and 67 UP
Battalion NCC and students of
Babasaheb Bhimrao Ambedkar
University together celebrated
the 125th birth anniversary of
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose
as Parakram Diwas.

As the chief guest of the
programme, BBAU Vice-
Chancellor Acharya Sanjay
Singh, inaugurated the pro-
gramme by offering flowers to
the portrait of Netaji and said
that Netaji devoted his life for
the nation.

“He presented an ideal in
the society by working in the

interest of the country.
Similarly every human being
should work keeping in mind
the interest of the country,” he
said.

The programme was con-
ducted by Associate NCC
Officer, Capt (Dr) Raj Shree.

BBAU Registrar Prof S
Victor Babu, chairperson of
Unnat Bharat Abhiyan, Prof
Naveen Kumar Arora, chair-

person of Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav Committee and
Gender Champion Committee,
Prof  Shilpi Verma, Lt. (Dr)
Manoj Kumar Dadwal, Dr Ravi
Shankar Verma, SK Dixit along
with NCC cadets, teachers and
students were present in the
programme.

At Lucknow University,
the vice-chancellor garlanded
the statue of Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose at the Subhash
Hostel of the university. Also
present on the occasion were
Dean of Student Welfare
Poonam Tandon and Subhash
Hostel provost NK Singh.

Samaj Sewa Sansthan dis-
tributed tea and breakfast
amongst the patients of KGMU
on the occasion of Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose’s birth
anniversary. 
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One can simply give thumbs
up for their confidence

levels and their determination
to see that their voices are
heard. MARD (Mera Adhikar
Rashtriya Dal), a party which
has been working for the rights
of men, will be fielding six can-
didates, including two from
Lucknow, in the Vidhan Sabha
elections despite the fact that
the party had secured a mere
1,000 votes for its two candi-
dates who stood for the Lok
Sabha polls in 2019 when the
party first came to the fore-
front.

President of the party,
Kapil Mohan, says that they
have no option but to fight for
the rights of the men when the
laws are getting more and more
women centric.

“We formed a party
because we want to have the
power to stop the process of
formation of such laws and
thereby save those who are
affected by the laws which are
increasingly pro-women. This
does not mean that we are
against women but we want to
fight for our own protection,”
he said.

Mohan said it was easy to
make an allegation of rape
these days.

He said that with the focus
being on marital rape these
days, it was a great cause of
concern for men regarding its
misuse. “Currently if there is a

rape case the onus to prove it
wrong is on the man but there
is no law which punishes a
woman who makes a false
charge and something needs to
be done about it because in case
of marital rape there could be
several false accusations,” he
said.

In the MARD manifesto, it
has been clearly stated that if
the party comes to power it
would start a ‘Men’s Power
Line’, a ‘Men Welfare Ministry’,
focus on ‘Beta Padhayae’, stress
on jail until guilt is proved,
bring in shared parenting law
for marriage disputes, reserva-
tion of seats for men in govern-
ment transport, make it
mandatory for the police to
wear ‘body worn’ with audio
being kept live in public
domain, ensure 50 per cent of
the amount received after the
death of a policeman or army
man would be reserved for the
children, 30 per cent of the
aged parents and 20 per cent
for the wife.

On being asked whether
they saw themselves standing a
chance, considering the whole
focus was on the bigger polit-
ical parties in the election,
Mohan said, “Just because there
are bigger political parties does
not mean that we stop fighting
elections. It is a matter of half
of the population, if women
form half the population, then
men also form the other half.
We just want to be heard,” he
added.

He said that they had field-

ed two candidates in the Lok
Sabha elections of 2019, one
from Lucknow and the other
from Varanasi. “When we
stood for the elections for the
first time we got 474 votes for
our candidate in Lucknow
which was a big thing for us
because in our election meet-
ings barely 150 would gather
and in Varanasi we had secured
498 votes on EVMs and one
postal ballot which was inter-
esting itself because the num-
bers were equal to Section
498A of the Indian Penal Code
against which we were fight-
ing,” he said.

He said that one of their
candidates had also contested
for the by-election in 2020. 

“For this election we are
fielding six candidates -- one
each from Bareilly, Rampur,
Gorakhpur, Allahabad and two
from Lucknow,” he said.

He admitted that their
party was the first of its kind in
the world.

Incidentally, he said that
there was a woman candidate
who would be also fighting the
election from their party. “In
the Lok Sabha elections of
2019, all the proposers for our
candidate were women and
the administration was quite
surprised to see that.

These women are working
and professional women,” he
added.

A businessman by profes-
sion, Kapil Mohan, who
formed the party, will not be
contesting from any seat.
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Alleged excesses of the cops
in Lakhimpur Kheri dis-

trict led to the death of a
minor boy.

The teenager was reported-
ly caught by the police on
charges of mobile phone theft
and brought to the police sta-
tion where third degree was
used to compel him to accept
the crime after which he was
released. Four days later on
Sunday morning, the boy suc-
cumbed allegedly to the assault
by the cops.

The family members
accused the police of brutally
beating up the juvenile in cus-
tody. Angry family members
staged a demonstration by
placing the body of the teenag-
er on the road after which local
officers reached the spot and

assured of action against the
guilty after probing the matter.

The incident took place in
Indira Nagar village under
Sampurna Nagar police station
in Kheri.

On Thursday, Rahul, 14-
year-old son of Lakshi Ram of
Indira Nagar village, was taken
into custody by the Sampurna
Nagar police on charges of
mobile theft on the basis of a
complaint made by his uncle.
The family alleged that despite
there being no confirmation of
the allegation of mobile theft
against Rahul, the police beat
him up in the police station.
They said when Rahul's condi-
tion became very critical after
the alleged beating, the cops
released him from the police
station. The family members
took him to a doctor and later
admitted him at the communi-

ty health centre in Palia.
The family claimed that the

doctors told them of some
haemorrhage and advised
surgery. 

However, before Rahul
could be treated, he succumbed
to his injuries on Sunday. 

The news of the teenager’s
death agitated his relatives and
local residents who blocked the
road after keeping the body on
Khajuria road in the village.
They demanded that a case be
registered and the guilty police-
men be arrested.

Kheri Superintendent of
Police, Sanjeev Suman, who
reached the spot along with
other officers, said that the vic-
tim's uncle made a complaint
of mobile phone theft and
both sides were called to the
police station and the boy was
interrogated for 2-3 hours and

later he was handed over to the
family safely. On January 20,
the victim's mother com-
plained to the police that her
son was beaten up by his uncle.
He was later admitted to the
hospital and died on Sunday
morning. He said the family
was now blaming the police.
Suman said the matter would
be investigated and action
taken against the guilty.

Meanwhile at Aligarh's
Dehli Gate police station, a riot
control repeater gun acciden-
tally went off, injuring three
persons. The incident took
place late on Saturday night. All
three were rushed to hospital.

The senior superintendent
of police also reached the spot
and handed over the investiga-
tion to the circle officer while
the guilty cop was removed and
attached to the reserve police

lines.
The relatives of the injured,

besides MLA Sanjeev Raja and
former mayor Shakuntala
Bharti, reached the spot. The
family created a ruckus but they
were pacified by the officers.

Reports said the duty of
constable Ankit was in the
night shift on Saturday. Around
10 o'clock he received the riot
control repeater gun from the
day shift constable. After com-
ing on the road outside the
police station, he was checking
the gun when it accidentally
went off injuring three persons,
two of whom were identified as
Sumit and Dev, residents of
Delhi Gate. The injured were
taken to the district hospital.
CO Raghavendra Singh said
that no one was seriously
injured and after first aid they
were sent home.
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Apna Dal (Sonelal), an ally
of Bharatiya Janata Party,

has announced to field a
Muslim candidate, Haider Ali
Khan, from Suar Tanda assem-
bly constituency in Rampur
district.

Khan will contest against
Abdullah Azam of the
Samajwadi Party.

Despite there being no
official announcement so far
on the seat-sharing arrange-
ment for the Uttar Pradesh
assembly polls, Apna Dal
(S)       on Sunday announced

Haider Ali Khan as its candi-
date from Suar Tanda in
Rampur.

Khan is the first candidate
announced by Apna Dal (S), as
well as the first Muslim candi-
date to be fielded by the
alliance. 

He will be pitted against
SP candidate Abdullah
Azam, who is the son of jailed
SP MP Mohammad Azam
Khan.

Previously, Abdullah Azam
had been elected from Suar
Tanda, but the Allahabad High
Court had quashed his election
on the grounds that he was less

than 25 years at the time of fil-
ing his nomination.

His case is pending in the
Supreme Court.

Haider Ali Khan’s grandfa-
ther, Nawab Zulfiqar Ali Khan,
was a five-term Congress MP
from Rampur and his father,
Nawab Kazim Ali Khan, is a
four-term MLA and presently
the Congress candidate from
Rampur.

Khan himself was
previously named as the
Congress candidate from Swar
Tanda before he defected and
became the candidate of Apna
Dal (S).
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not foreign travellers, and a revised
sampling and sequencing strategy of
INSACOG is being worked out to address
genomic surveillance objectives in the
wake of dynamic changing scenario of
virus infection,” an earlier bulletin, dated
January 3 but also released now, said.

It had warned that Omicron is now in
community transmission in India and has
become dominant in Delhi and Mumbai,
where new cases have been rising exponen-
tially.

“Most Omicron cases so far have been
asymptomatic or mild. Since initial detec-
tion has primarily been in vaccinated trav-
ellers, this should not be taken to mean that
Omicron infection will also be mild in
high-risk unvaccinated subjects. The threat
level remains high and requires constant
vigil as the situation rapidly evolves with
community spread,’’ it had said adding that
Covid-19 appropriate behaviour and vac-
cination were main shields against all form

mutations of SARS-CoV-2 virus.
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"Azadi Ke Amrit Mahotsav resolves that
India will revive its identity and inspira-
tions," said  Modi.

"It is unfortunate that after
Independence, along with the culture
and rites of the country, work was done to
erase the contribution of many great per-
sonalities," he said.

This is being now "corrected" very
openly, said the PM.

"Ise danke ki chot par desh sudhar raha
hain...", he said saying " efforts were
made in the past  "to limit roles of lakhs
of freedom fighters in the country" and
referred to installation of Statue of Unity
of Sardar  Vallabhbhi Patel and due recog-
nition accorded to the chairman of the
constituent assembly B R Ambedkar and
freedom fighter and tribal leader Birsa
Munda.

Modi also gave away freshly
announced  "Aapada awards" for disaster
management for 2019, 2020, 2021, and
2022 on the occasion and recalled how the

government has changed the face of dis-
aster management in the country.

Before the PM took the stage, Shah
recalled the 35,000 km journey of Bose
took from Kolkata, Berlin to Japan and his
"grand efforts" to free India.

He said "attempts were made that the
name of the Netaji is forgotten" and com-
plimented Modi for taking several major
steps to enshrine the memory of the great
freedom fighter.
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They said after the Army received
information about the missing person and
it "immediately contacted the PLA through
established mechanism of hotline", inform-
ing them that an individual "who was col-
lecting herbs and hunting, has lost his way
and cannot be found."

The Army then sought assistance
from the PLA to locate Taron on their side
and return him as per protocol. The PLA
responded on January 21 saying that they
had found a boy.

Gao, who is the MP from Arunachal

East, had termed it an instance of abduc-
tion from Indian territory. He said two
people had been abducted, but one of them
managed to escape and report it to the
authorities.

The MP had tweeted on January 19
saying, "Chinese #PLA has abducted Sh
Miram Taron, 17 years of Zido vill. yester-
day 18th Jan 2022 from inside Indian ter-
ritory, Lungta Jor area (China built 3-4 kms
road inside India in 2018) under Siyungla
area (Bishing village) of Upper Siang dist,
Arunachal Pradesh."

The teenager, a native of Zido village
in the Upper Siang district, went missing
on Tuesday. The district authorities said the
youth along with others were hunting in
the border area. 

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi had
targeted the Centre over the missing boy.
"Just a few days before Republic Day, the
future of India is kidnapped by China. We
stand with the family of Taron and we will
not give up hope, will not give up, won't
accept defeat. PM's stupid silence is his
statement - he doesn't care!" Gandhi
tweeted.

Incidentally, the PLA had detained
five youths in September 2020 from the
Upper Subansiri district of Arunachal

Pradesh and released them after a week.
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These troops will also carry vintage
.303 rifles, the main infantry weapon in the
early 1950s, and 7.62mm rifles. 

Giving details here on Sunday about
the marching contingents, Major General
Alok Kakkar, Chief of Staff, Delhi area said
troops of the Rajput regiment will be seen
wearing the uniform from 1950 and car-
rying .303 rifles. This will be followed by
the Assam regiment donning the uniform
from 1960 and carrying .303 rifles.

Soldiers of Jammu & Kashmir Light
Infantry (JAKLI) will be in the uniform
from 1970 and carry 7.62 mm rifles, while
troops from Sikh Light Infantry (SIKHLI)
and Army Ordnance will don the present-
day olive green and carry INSAS rifles.

The commandos of the elite Parachute
Regiment will don the new combat uni-
form unveiled at the Army Day parade on
January 15.  The commandoes will carry

the latest Tavor rifles.
Given the restrictions due to the

corona pandemic, the number of troops in
marching contingents has been reduced
from 144 to 96, he said.  The number of
visitors is reduced to 5,000 to 7,000 for the
parade from 25,000 last year.  The parade
will commence from Vijay Chowk and end
at the National Stadium.  Earlier, it used
to conclude at the Red Fort.

There will be a total of 16 marching
contingents. Six from the Army, one each
from Navy and Air Force, four Central
Armed Police Forces, one from Delhi
Police two from National Cadet Corps and
one NSS, Kakkar said.

The guns systems to be rolled out on
Rajpath will include vintage platforms like
PT 76 and Centurion used in 1965 and
1971, Arjun tank wars to the modern ones
like the Dhanush gun system.

Vintage platforms like HT 16 for
electronic warfare to the modern ones like
Tarang Shakti and the potent Akash
Missile system, the first indigenously
designed air defence system that has the
capability of carrying out surveillance of
airspace up to 150 km and can engage hos-
tile aerial platforms to a range of 25 km
will also be part of the parade.
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In poll-bound Uttar Pradesh,
family ties are going through

a test as closely related candi-
dates pull out all stops in their
hunt for tickets.

Driven with ambition,
close relatives are trying to
elbow out each other for a
nomination in various assem-
bly segments.

One glaring case of family
tussle is in Sarojini nagar
assembly seat in Lucknow,
where minister Swati Singh
and her BJP state vice president
husband Dayashankar Singh
are locked in a ticket race.

Another keen tug-of-war is
witnessed in Amethi, where the
first and second wife of former
Congress stalwart Sanjay Singh
are vying for the BJP nomina-
tion. Garima Singh, Singh’s
first wife, is sitting MLA of BJP
from Amethi.

But when Sanjay Singh
defected to BJP, his present wife
Amita Singh emerged as her
challenger. Sanjay Singh had
given up his Rajya Sabha seat
before joining BJP in July 2019.

Sources close to him said
he is lobbying to secure nom-

ination for Amita Singh, the
former Badminton player he
married after divorcing Garima
Singh in 1995.

In the 2017 state election,
Amita Singh, then contesting
on a Congress ticket, had stood
fourth in the seat.

BJP’s Lok Sabha coordina-
tor Rajesh Masala told PTI-
Bhasha that party’s word will be
final in the choice of candi-
dates.

“Selection of a candidate is
no issue here. Whoever the
party gives the ticket, their vic-
tory will be ensured,” he said.

Contest for ticket has cre-
ated fissure in a prominent
political family in Ghazipur
district too.

Kin of deceased muscle-
man-politician Krishnanad Rai
are competing with each other
for the BJP ticket.

Rai, a former BJP MLA
from Mohammadabad, was
gunned down in 2005.

Political strongman
Mukhtar Ansari and Munna
Bajrangi were booked in this
connection.

In the subsequent bypoll,
his wife Alka Rai had won the
seat, and won it again in 2017

on a BJP ticket defeating
Mukhtar Ansari’s brother
Simatullah Ansari, a Samajwadi
Party leader.

Sources in the family said
that Alka Rai is now trying for
nomination of his son, Piyush
Rai, from the seat.

But Krishanand’s elder
brother’s son Anand Rai too
has staked a claim on the seat,
putting up banners in the area.

“Everybody knows that
after the death of my uncle, I
sacrificed my youth for the
family as well as for the people
of the area. “In addition to
fighting the court cases I faced
challenges from rivals and Alka
Rai merely remained a ‘chehra’
(face), Anand Rai told PTI-
Bhasha. “I ensured her victory
in elections and now she is try-
ing a BJP ticket for her son,
how can I tolerate this?”

On the controversies, BJP
state leader Naveen Srivastava
said people are free to seek tick-
ets, but they will have to accept
the decision of the party when
it makes them.

Ghorawal BJP MLA Anil
Maurya and his elder brother
Udaylal Maurya, who left BJP
and joined SP, too might be pit-

ted against each other.
In Gorakhpur district’s

Chillupar assembly segment,
ex-minister Markanday
Chand’s son CP Chand and his
cousin's wife, BJP State Women
Cell vice president Ashmita
Chand are trying for the party
nomination.

CP Chand who was elect-
ed MLC from SP had recently
switched over to the BJP.

“There is no clash within
the family, Ranvijay Chand, a
member of the family,” said.

While C P Chand will con-
test the poll for legislative
council, Ashmita Chand is
preparing for the assembly
election. This is the view of the
family. We are waiting for the
party decision, he said.

In Bidhuna assembly seat
in Auraiya district, a father and
his daughter have found them-
selves in the opposite camps.

Sitting BJP MLA Vinay
Shakya left the party to join SP
along with Swami Prasad
Maurya and others.

His daughter Riya Shakya
opposed the decision and
blamed his grandmother and
uncle for the defection. Sources
said she is preparing to contest

against her father on a BJP tick-
et.

Former union home min-
ister Ramlal Rahi’s son Suresh
Rahi has been named as its
candidate by the BJP from
Hargoan seat in Sitapur district,
while his ex-MLA elder broth-
er Ramesh Rahi is seeking SP
ticket.

Recently Congress promi-
nent face in western UP Imran
Masood switched over to the
SP, while his elder brother
Noman Masood embraced BSP.

Cracks have surfaced in SP
patriarch Mulayam Singh
Yadav’s clan too.

His younger daughter-in-
law Aparna Yadav, and other
close relatives, Hariom Yadav
and Pramod Gupta, have
joined BJP leaving the Akhilesh
Yadav-led SP.

Likewise in Apna Dal,
union state minister Anupriya
Patel and her mother Krishna
Patel are two leading factions of
party.

Former minister Swami
Prasad Maurya may have
walked out of BJP to join SP,
but his Badaun MP daughter
Sanghmitra Maurya continues
to remain in the saffron party. 
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Deputy Chief Minister
Keshav Prasad Maurya on

Sunday said desertion of OBC
ministers and MLAs from the
BJP will have no impact on the
party's poll prospects in Uttar
Pradesh as all sections of soci-
ety trust Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

They have left to fulfil
their "self-interest" and not for
"any ideology", the BJP leader
said.

Recently, Swami Prasad
Maurya, Dara Singh Chauhan
and Dharam Singh Saini quit
the state cabinet and the BJP to
join the Akhilesh Yadav-led
Samajwadi Party (SP) along
with some legislators.

Dismissing any challenge
from rivals in the high-decibel
seven-phase Uttar Pradesh
assembly elections, which
begins next month, Deputy
Chief Minister Maurya said it
was claimed that the BJP would
be impacted in the 2019 Lok
Sabha polls, but the party won,
and used the Hindi proverb
‘khoda pahar, nikle chuhiya’ to
describe the claim makers.

He claimed that like in
2019, after the assembly polls'
results are declared on March
10 neither Yadav, Congress'
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra nor
other "so-called challengers" to
the BJP will be seen.

Taking a swipe at the lead-
ers who deserted the BJP, he
told PTI in an interview that no
voter has gone with them.

The desertion was seen in
political circles as a major blow
to the BJP's support among
Other Backward Castes
(OBCs), which form over 50
per cent of the state's popula-
tion.

The BJP’s “double-engine”
government has done a lot of

work for the people and “I say
that in (Prime Minister
Narendra) Modi ji there is a
confluence of the upper castes,
backward castes and the sched-
uled castes...,” Maurya said
ahead of the polls to the 403-
member Uttar Pradesh assem-
bly.

Hitting out at the defectors,
he said in the 2014 Lok Sabha
polls, the BJP had won 73 of the
80 seats in Uttar Pradesh, and
then these people were not with
the BJP.

The BJP won again in the
2017 assembly polls after the
historic win of 2014, Maurya,
a prominent OBC face of the
saffron party in the state, said.

Swami Prasad Maurya,
Chauhan and Saini had left the
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)
and joined the BJP before the
2017 state polls.

“Somebody joining the
party or leaving it hardly makes
a difference as the BJP is very
strong at the booth level. I don't
feel that any voter has gone
with them (defectors). They
have gone out of their vested
self-interest and not for any
ideology,” Deputy Chief
Minister Maurya said.

The BJP is running a num-
ber of campaigns and in the
state, under its government
there has been an improvement
in law and order, and a num-
ber of developmental works
have been done, he said.

Even if all rival parties
come together, the BJP will be
stronger, Maurya, who is in the
fray from Sirathu, said.

The 2019 Lok Sabha elec-
tions is an example. The SP,
BSP and RLD came together,
but the BJP (and its allies) won
64 seats in the state, and got 51
per cent of votes, Maurya said.

On who is the face of the
BJP in the state polls —

Narendra Modi or Yogi
Adityanath, he said, “Chief
ministers are generally the face
(of the party) in a state. The BJP
is not a party of one state that
it will remain confined there
like the SP, BSP or the
Congress.”

“We are a pan-India party,
and there are prominent faces,
whose one programme will
lead the party to victory in 100
seats,” he said, adding “we will
win on the development work
done.

On Yadav claiming that his
rainbow coalition is becoming
stronger with every passing day,
Maurya mockingly said,
“Similar claims were made in
2019 Lok Sabha elections.”
“But, when the results came, it
was ‘khoda pahar, niklee
chuhiya’. There is no strength
in his claims, Maurya said

Continuing with his attack
on Yadav, he said, “If he (Yadav)
says that dynastic politics is
socialism, then this is equiva-
lent to ridiculing socialism”.

On the matter of Lord
Krishna appearing in Yadav’s
dreams, Maurya said, “If Lord
Krishna had come in his
dreams, then I believe he must
have told him to stop making
efforts in 2022, and prepare for
2027. About Aparna Yadav,
the younger daughter-in-law of
SP founder Mulayam Singh
Yadav, joining the BJP, he said
even before joining the BJP,
Aparna’s point of view was
quite similar to the BJP’s view
point on various issues.

Maurya who recently
raised issues related to
Mathura, said, “The BJP never
linked temples with elections.
For the BJP, prominent reli-
gious places are a centre of
faith, and not election issues. It
is the opposition, which makes
them an election issue.
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At 8 feet and 1 inch,
Dharmendra Pratap Singh
from Uttar Pradesh’s
Pratapgarh has always stood
out, dwarfing most others
around him and leaving them
awestruck.

Now, the former event
manager, who claims to be the
tallest man in India, is making
his political debut with the
Samajwadi Party and hopes to
help it come out on the top in
the upcoming state assembly
polls.

Singh told PTI on Sunday,
“I will work to take the party to
greater heights and dwarf the
stature of my opponents. The
stature of the rival political par-
ties has already been reduced
as a number of their leaders
have joined the SP.”

“Whatever duties are
assigned to me by the party, I
will discharge them to the best
of my ability. If the party asks
me to campaign for SP chief
Akhilesh ‘bhaiya’, then I will go
to Karhal and seek votes for
him,” he said.

Singh said he decided to

join the SP as the party does
not discriminate against any-
one and takes everyone along.

Responding to a question
about the SP having a pro-
criminal image, Singh said, “If
there are criminals and mafia
elements in the SP, then you
must specifically point them
out. There are people who
only spread rumours, and
rumours should not be
believed. Has there been any
party under whose tenure there
were no riots?”

Asked if he will be contest-
ing the assembly polls, Singh

said it is for the SP president to
decide.

“As of now, I have just
joined the party. As far as con-
testing the assembly elections
is concerned, the decision in
this regard will be taken by
party chief Akhilesh ji. If he
gives me a ticket, then I will
definitely contest the elections,”
he said.

He added that if the party
gives him a ticket, he will pre-
fer to contest from the
Pratapgarh assembly con-
stituency.

Singh on Saturday joined

the SP in Lucknow in the pres-
ence of party president
Akhilesh Yadav.

The SP tweeted a photo in
which Singh, dressed in a crisp
white kurta-pyjama with a grey
Nehru jacket on top, is seen
standing with Yadav and other
party leaders.

Singh said he requires dou-
ble the amount of fabric as
compared to a normal person
to get a kurta-pyjama stitched.

“For a kurta, I need 4.5 to
5 metres of fabric. For a pyja-
ma, I require around 4 metres
of fabric,” he said.



�����
��������� �������� ��������� � !��"��

������
����
�
�
)�������<�:�0�!#

As the world continues to
reel under a fresh wave of

COVID-19 pandemic caused
by SARS-Cov-2 virus, vaccinat-
ing the most vulnerable and
population as a whole are the
uphill tasks governments across
the globe face today. The virus
changed the world and lives of
people as never before. The
only way to put life back on
track seems to be a widespread
vaccination programme which
would in turn generate a gen-
eral resistance against a severe
and complicated form of dis-
ease, even if the infection
occurs. Many vaccines have
been introduced in the market
and are being delivered
through government spon-
sored vaccination programmes
in India and across the world.
India is conducting one of the
most successful and the largest
vaccination programmes in
the world. It is generally
observed that those vaccinated
as per protocol fare well even
if they get infected subsequent-
ly. This common perception
has been further concretised
and documented through a
study by physicians in the

Department of Radiodiagnosis
at the Institute of Medical
Sciences, Banaras Hindu
University (IMS BHU).

The team of doctors under
the leadership of Prof Ashish
Verma and Dr Ishan Kumar,
including Dr Ram Chandra
Shukla, Dr Pramod Kumar
Singh and Dr Ritu Ojha, pro-
vided one of the earliest docu-
mentary evidence to confirm
the above notion. The study is
first of its kind in the country
so far. The group compiled
their observation in an original
research paper which has been
published in the journal
‘European Radiology’ which

has a high impact factor of 5.3.
The investigators analyzed high
resolution Computed
Tomography scans of persons
infected with SARS-CoV-2 and
showing symptoms and subdi-
vided them in three groups, viz
those who were unvaccinated,
those who had received partial
vaccination and those who
had received vaccination as
per protocol. The variable
under evaluation was the CT
severity score, whereby differ-
ential analysis of the variabili-
ty on this parameter between
the three groups was the out-
come.

Patients who received com-

plete two doses of vaccination
had significantly low CT scores
compared to the partially vac-
cinated patients and non-vac-
cinated patients. The CT scores
were significantly lower in
completely vaccinated patients
of lower ages (below 60 years)
while patients above 60 years
did not show significantly dif-
ferent CT scores between the
vaccinated and non-vaccinated
groups.

Though this is an initial
observational compilation with
a small sample size, based only
on patients reporting to a ter-
tiary Covid-care centre, it pro-
vides an initial insight into the
efficacy of the vaccine and the
immunization programme in
India. 

Notably this work includes
data collected from actual
patients during their routine
treatment, and no external
intervention or sampling was
performed on/from these per-
sons.

The group also took
utmost care that there was no
breach of patient related ethics
and patient privacy, while this
study was also approved by the
ethics committee of this insti-
tute.
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Uttar Pradesh Teacher
Eligibility Test (UPTET)

was conducted at 89 centres in
the district amidst tight secu-
rity arrangements here on
Sunday as the state government
was not willing to give any
other opportunity to the polit-
ical rivals, especially when the
state is going to assembly polls,
to make an attack on the rul-
ing party. Due to a paper leak,
the same examination was can-
celled when thousands of can-
didates had reached their cen-
tres in November last year. In
the examination, 83,579 candi-
dates were enrolled to appear
in the examination in two
shifts.

At all the centres, elaborate
security arrangements were
made as apart from the police,
Special Task Force (STF) and
Local Intelligence Unit (LIU)
personnel were also keeping a
close vigil on all activities. For
each of the centres, an observ-
er and static magistrate were
deployed.

In the first shift held from
10 am-12.30 pm, the examina-
tion for primary teachers was
held at 89 centres in which
48,978 candidates were
enrolled while in the second
shift (from 2.30 pm-5 pm), the
test for junior high school
teachers was held at 64 centres
in which 34,601 candidates

were enrolled. 
A large number of candi-

dates who appeared in the sec-
ond shift were also the candi-
dates of the first shift.   

Heavy rush of candidates
were seen at Roadways
depots as a large number of
candidates had used free trav-
elling facilities for the UPTET
provided by the state govern-
ment.

The rush of candidates
arriving here from adjoining
districts was also seen at rail-
way stations. 

Traffic restrictions were
imposed in some areas where
there were several centres,
especially during the examina-
tion periods.

SPL COVID SURVEY
DRIVE FROM TODAY: A

special door-to-door survey
campaign will be conducted in
the district from January 24 to
29 on the lines of polio in
which ASHA and Anganwadi
workers will identify persons
with symptoms of COVID-
19, children below two years of
age who have missed routine
vaccination and those (above-
60) who have not received the
first dose of Covid vaccine. For
the success of the drive, District
Magistrate (DM) Kaushal Raj
Sharma has directed health
and other departments to train
ASHA and Anganwadi so that
every home should be covered
during the survey.

Chief Medical Officer
(CMO) Dr Sandeep
Chaudhary said that along
with the survey, the work of

Covid-19 vaccination would go
on as usual. ‘During the survey,
stickers will be pasted on each
house along with markings on
the lines of the polio campaign.
There will be a supervisor and
a zonal officer for each of the
five teams. 

Daily review will be done
at block and district level.
ANMs and CHOs will be kept
free from the survey. 

Training and collaborative
supervision for all activities will
be done by WHO and
UNICEF’ he said.

There will be no survey
due to the holiday on January
26 but from January 27, it will
be done regularly till January
29. In this campaign, cooper-
ation will be taken from
Panchayati Raj Department,
Rural Development, ICDS,
Municipality, Forest
Department, Agriculture
Department, NGOs, WHO
and UNICEF etc. The CMO
said that the information will
be collected on several points
in the survey. 

According to him, by
Saturday a total of 51,79,794
COVID-19 vaccine doses have
been applied in the district
which included 29,97,246
(100.9%) first dose, 19,75,312
(66.5%) second and 15,468
third (booster) doses. So far,
1,91,768 (74.4%) adolescents
have been vaccinated in the dis-
trict.
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Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) executive

member Indresh Kumar
praised the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for giving
respect to the country by
putting a statue of Netaji
Subhash Bose at India Gate.
‘For the first time, the country
has given full respect to its
superhero because since 1945,
the Congress must be ashamed
for sidelining Netaji, who is
now being worshiped as the
national deity,’ he said while
addressing  a function at
Subhash Mandir, Lamahi here
on occasion of Netaji’s birth
anniversary on Sunday.

‘Every Indian is indebted to
Subhash for his contribution
during the freedom struggle,’
said that senior RSS activist.
The function was attended by
several religious leaders and 11
Vedic Brahmins, along with
senior religious leaders of Kashi
and Ayodhya Mahants offered
prayers amidst the chanting of
Vedic mantras. The pro-
gramme was organised under
the auspices of Vishal Bharat
Sansthan (VBS). Mahant Balak
Das of Patalpuri Math, Subhash
Mandir priest Khushi Raman
Bharatvanshi, founder Dr
Rajeev Srivastava, Shambhu
Devacharya of Ayodhya,
Mahant Avadh Bihari Das,
Mahant Mahavir Das, Mahant
Sarveshwar Sharan Das,
Mahant Shravan Das, Mahant

Umesh Das and many others
were present. On the occasion,
several persons were also hon-
oured.

Meanwhile, the birth
anniversary of Netaji was also
celebrated by the Department
of Posts at the Regional Office.
Postmaster General (PMG)
Krishna Kumar Yadav paid
floral tributes to the portrait of
Netaji and remembered his
contribution in the freedom
movement of the country.
Superintendent (Post Office)

Sanjay Verma, assistant direc-
tor Ram Milan, postmaster
(Varanasi Cantt) RS Verma,
postal inspector VN Dwivedi,
Shrikant Pal, Rajendra Yadav
and many other officers and
employees were also present.

Similarly, a function was
also held near Netaji’s statue at
Azad Hind Park (Sigra) under
the auspices of Amar Shahid
Seva Samiti in which former
Vice Chancellor of Kind
George Medical University
(KGMU) Lucknow Padma Shri

Prof Saroj Chooramani was the
chief guest while Dean of
Faculty of Ayurveda, Banaras
Hindu University (BHU) Prof
Kamal Nayan Dwevedi was
guest of honour. Samiti chief
Santosh Kumar Agrawal
presided over the function.
The programme was also
attended by Dr KK Jain, Abhay
Kumar Dixit, Alok Kumar
Agrawal and others. The stu-
dents under the guidance of
Manjula Basak presented patri-
otic songs.
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Officials were tough enough
during UPTET on Sunday

and at some places they are
being criticized for following
rules strictly and not allowing
the late comers to enter into the
examination center.

However, the strictness
brought positive results and no
report of paper leakage or
involvement of the solver gangs
was received. It is also true that
the gates of examination cen-
tres were closed on time, and
some aspirants could not take
the examination for getting
late even by one minute.

A video of a girl aspirant
went viral in which she can be
seen crying and pleading that
she was coming from far dis-
tance and got late by five min-
utes, so she should be allowed
entry. An officer is heard say-

ing in this video “Der se aate
hain, paper leak karate hain”.
Officers should have been strict
and tough, but not rough in
handling such situations.

Strict measures had been
introduced to check any mal-

practice in UPTET this time.
This test had earlier been can-
celled owing to a paper leak.

Even the invigilators and
officials on duty were not
allowed to possess a mobile
phone fitted with a camera.

Only keypad mobiles were
kept by the officials to avoid the
chance of leaking papers.

Massive videography was
done and the CCTV vigil had
also been tightened. All the
persons entering the examina-
tion centre had been captured
in camera first at the entrance
gate and then by CCTV cam-
era on the campus and in the
examination hall.

Prohibitory orders under
section 144 of the CrPC had
been enforced around the
examination centre.

Examinations were held
in two meetings. As many as
84017 aspirants had to take the
examination in the first meet-
ing at 183 centres, while in the
second meeting 59895 per-
sons at 132 centres. Officials
had been asked to be extra vig-
ilant for ensuring fair examina-
tion.
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Three solvers were arrested
in different districts includ-

ing one solver in Prayagraj
Pratapgarh and Jaunpur dis-
tricts. They were nabbed giving
the exam instead of the
bonafide candidates in UP
TET 2021 (Teacher Eligibility
Test) exam which was conduct-
ed here on Sunday.

The STF team caught
solver Vijay Bahadur Saroj who
was found appearing in the
exam in lieu of the bonafide
candidate in the morning shift
at Shiv Balak Singh Inter
College Examination Center
located at Badamar in the
industrial area of Prayagraj.
Ram Bahadur of Mithipar vil-
lage of Sikrara in Jaunpur said
that he was taking the exami-

nation at the place of Deepak
Kumar resident of Bithalpur,
Sarai Mamrej, Prayagraj.

He confessed that settled
the deal with Deepak giving his
examination for Rs 35000.
Advance Rs 5000 was given by
Deepak. Ram Bahadur told
the police that he comes from
Jaunpur and prepares for com-
petitive examinations by stay-
ing in a rented room in Salori,
Prayagraj.  He was preparing
for the TET after BTC. Deepak
had prepared a fake Aadhar
card and admit card and sent
it by giving Rs 5000 in advance
by luring money to take the
exam.

On the other hand, in the
first shift in Pratapgarh’s Saket
College, in place of the candi-
date, another person i.e. solver
was caught taking the examina-

tion with an electronic device.
The center in-charge handed
him over to the police. Now the
police are interrogating him as
well as the original candidate is
also being ascertained so that
it can be known how this deal
was done between these two.
There is no gang behind this.
Police said that Amarjeet
Verma of Kalyanpur village
was taking the examination in
place of Vivek Kumar, a resi-
dent of Dandwa Kalyanpur in
Antu area. 

Investigation will be done
against both of them by writ-
ing an FIR under the
Examination Act.

Along with this, several
candidates missed the exam
due to late arrival. Due to the
delay, the candidates created a
ruckus at two centers when

they were not allowed to sit in
the examination. Somehow
they were handled.

Amarjeet Verma, resident
of Kalyanpur in Antu police
station area, was taking the
examination in place of Vivek
Kumar, resident of Dandwa
Kalyanpur Antu. On getting
information about this, the
center administrator handed
him over to the police.

On the other hand, in
Malti Inter College and MDPG
College, more than two dozen
candidates arrived late to take
the examination. When they
were not allowed in the exam-
ination, they started creating a
ruckus. 

Later, the ASP and BSA
who reached the spot took the
memorandum from them and
returned them.
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After witnessing a rising
trend for the past three

days, the water level of river
Ganga stabilised on Sunday,
providing relief to a sizable
number of seers, kalpwasis and
devotees camping in the Magh
Mela.

The rise in the water level
has caused bank erosion, with
the water entering the camps of
Sectors 2 and 3. While people
were shifted to safer places,
authorities have put up sand-
bags to check further erosion of
the banks by the strong cur-
rents of Ganga.

The volume of water,
which in previous years was
quite shallow and in fact the
Allahabad High Court had to
intervene, asking the authori-
ties to release extra water in
Ganga, is flowing 107cm more

than last year (as on Friday),
due to which the water has
entered a large area of its bank.
Although the level of water has
come down a bit, it could
again set the alarm bells ring-
ing, following the release of
water from Ganga barrage in
Kanpur.

The mela administration is
constantly monitoring the sit-
uation and providing all help to
the affected devotees.

Divisional commissioner
Sanjay Goyal, along with offi-
ciating mela adhikari Arvind
Kumar Chouhan and other
officials, took stock of the sit-
uation and instructed the
authorities to provide a solution
to the problems arising out of
the rise in the water level of
river Ganga. The irrigation
department has been told to
check the water entering the
mela area at Gangdweep, Sector

3, Sector 2 and other affected
places. 

The divisional commis-
sioner has also asked to
increase the number of man-
power, tractors and pumps to
remove the water from the
mela area.

During the inspection,
Goyal also expressed his dis-
pleasure over the slow action
being taken by the officials of
the Jal Nigam. The divisional
commissioner has directed all
the officers concerned to pour
more sand in the affected areas
and to drain out the water con-
tinuously by installing more
pumps.

“Due to the rise in water
level, the process of shifting all
the affected 44 institutions and
Prayagwals of Gangadweep to
Sector 5 and to provide all the
basic facilities has already start-
ed. But as many devotees do

not want to shift to Sector 5, we
are taking a written consent
from those who do not want to
move even after providing all
the basic facilities,” said the
Mela adhikari.

Commenting on the water
level in the river, head of the
department of Geography, Prof
AR Siddiqui said, “It is because
of the heavy rainfall in the
Himalayan region and since
farmer do not use much water
in their fields owing to rains
and low usage of water for irri-
gation during Rabi crop, the
volume of water in Ganga is
fairly more.”

Likewise, executive engi-
neer at flood control depart-
ment, Brijesh Kumar Verma
said, “We are keeping a con-
stant watch on the level of water
in both the rivers and
fortunately, the water level is
stable”.
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Members of Bengali Social
and Cultural Association

paid floral tributes to the
National Hero Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose on his 125th
Birth Anniversary at Subhash
Crossing on Sunday under his
statue.

Patriotic songs were played
and sung by members—

‘Kadam kadam badhaye

ja’ ‘Jodi tor dak sune keu na
ashe to enter Ekla cholo re’ and
so on.

The Association was not
able to organise the function in
a big way due to Covid
restrictions but announced
to celebrate Netaji’s Jayanti
in the days to come by
organising Debates, Painting,
Music Competitions in a big
way.

The garlanding was done

by President Manoj Banerjee,
Vice Presidents Dilip Dutta,
SM Mittra, Dr Muki Vyas,
Secretary Shanker Chatterjee,
Joint Secretary Rana Chanda,
Treasurer Devraj Chatterjee,
Babul Bhattacharya, Joybroto
Dutta, Gopal Bose, Dhrubo
Dasgupta, Jyotirmoy
Chatterjee, Srikrishna, Sudeep,
Ashim Roy, Jayanta Dey, AK
Banerjee, Arindam Ghosh,
Bimal Choudhury, and

Proshanto Deb.
NCR GM SECRETARY

SAURABH JAIN RESIGNS:
Saurabh Jain relinquished the
charge of Secretary to GM
North Central Railway. He will
be joining as Joint Director/
Civil (Transformation) Railway
Board on Monday.

DGM/G will be
looking after the duties of
Secretary till the new incum-
bent joins.
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A L L A H A B A D ( P N S ) :
Following the directives of the
Election Commission to make
one booth for every 1,200 vot-
ers in each district instead of
1,500 as was the norm earlier
to maintain adequate social dis-
tancing needed due to Covid-
19 threat, the ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) has modified
its organisational preparations
for the upcoming UP Assembly
elections going to be held
amidst Corona resurgence.

Taking note of the decision
of the Election Commission,
the saffron party has also
increased the number of its
booth committees. For exam-
ple, earlier, BJP had 1,252
booth committees in the
Sangam City area, whose num-
bers have now been increased
to 1,293 by the party, informed
BJP city unit president Ganesh

Kesarwani. With this, a com-
mittee of 21 people has also
been constituted at each booth
to motivate BJP voters to cast
their votes and also ensure
that they face no problems in
exercising their right to fran-
chise, he added.

Apart from the president,
general secretary, other office
bearers of all party frontal
organizations have been
included in these committees.
Women have also been given
proper representation so that
door-to-door campaigning can
reach even the women of every
household. In this, workers of
every caste and class have been
given representation,
Kesarwani added.

BJP leader and former con-
vener of BJP legal cell of Kashi
Kshetra that covers 16 districts
including Allahabad’s city,

trans-Ganga and trans-Yamuna
areas Devendra Nath Mishra
said that BJP keeps on chang-
ing the structure of its organi-
zation from time to time as per
need.

“Just before the 2017
assembly elections, the number
of presidents in the district was
increased from two to three.
Earlier there were city unit
presidents and district presi-
dents. In 2017, the system of
city unit, trans-Ganga and
trans-Yamuna district presi-
dents was implemented. Not
only this, earlier there were 10
“mandals” in the city itself but
their numbers were then
increased to 15 two years ago,”
he said.

Mishra said that this time
every “Panna Pramukh ‘’ has
been entrusted with the task to
focus their attention on 60

voters each taking into account
that a voter list’s page has 30
names on one side and anoth-
er 30 on its reverse side.

“The booth level commit-
tee members including the
Panna Pramukhs have already
started visiting the homes of
voters concerned apprising
them of the party’s achieve-
ments and motivating them to
come out and vote on the
polling day,” he added.

YOUTH RAPES MINOR
GIRL: A youth allegedly lured
a minor girl of his neighbour to
a secluded place and raped her.
The girl somehow managed to
escape and narrated her ordeal
to the family members at a vil-
lage under Pipri police station
in Kaushambi. On the com-
plaint of her father, the police
registered an FIR and launched
a hunt for the accused. 
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Uunder the leadership of
Lalganj Circle Officer

(CO) Uma Shankar f lag
march/area domination exer-
cise was conducted in areas
under Halia police station.
During the march CO was

accompanied by heavy police
force and paramilitary forces.
The march passed through
Garbada Dham, Garbara
Gokul, Rateh Chauraha, Deori,
Baidha, Gajaria and
Dramondganj market during
which CO interacted with peo-
ple. He said the purpose behind
the march was to make com-
mon people feel fearless.
Besides Chunar CO Rama
Kant Rai led the flag march in
areas under Jamalpur police

station. The march was accom-
panied by SO Jamalpur, police
outpost incharges of Dabak
and Sherwaan, heavy police
force and paramilitary forces.
It passed through markets
Jivnathpur, Dhara, Mathna,
Dohari, Gorkhi, Jamalpur,
Bahadurpur, Dabak, Sherwaan,

Bhaaipur and other adjacent
villages. During the march the
CO appealed to people to fol-
low Covid protocol and be
safe. He said forces in the area
were keeping a close watch over
all the activities. 

TRAINING: For holding
election in a free and fair man-
ner different teams, including
flying squad team, media cer-
tification and monitoring team
etc, were trained by Deputy
Sistrict election officer Shiv

Pratap Shukla  and CTO Raj
Kumar Gupta at Collectorate
on Saturday. The team mem-
bers were made aware about
their works.   The teams were
told that expenditure limit for
all candidates was �40 lakh.
About vehicles for canvassing
it was stated that permission of
returning officer was a must
and copy of the permit was to
be fixed in front of the vehicle.
For publicity declaration of
the printer/publisher was a
must before the district election
officer.  About transportation
of cash, it was stated that for
more than �50,000 proper
papers were a must. For con-
ducting the work effectively
flying squad teams had been
equipped with cameras and
other necessary papers. The
flying squads were told in
case of any violation collected
evidences should be kept in
CD form. Among those pre-
sent on the occasion were
Additional District Magistrate
(Namami Gange) Amarendra
Kumar Verma, deputy collectors
Ashwini Kumar Singh and Dr
Abhineet Kumar, AMA, Zila
Panchayat, Neetu Singh Sisodia
and other officials concerned.
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General Manager, North
Eastern Railway (NER),

Anupam Sharma, was on one-
day visit here on Saturday.
During the meeting for review-
ing the progress of various
development works in Varanasi
division in Premchand audito-
rium room of divisional office
GM discussed in detail the
budget allocated for various
development schemes in the
current financial year, includ-
ing doubling, work plans, dead-
lines and physical and practi-
cal difficulties faced during
the work.  He directed to com-
plete various construction
works related to development
works with full quality within
the stipulated time-frame with
minimum impact on normal
rail traffic. He also reviewed the
annual budget and income/
expenditure of the division,
pending cases in courts, punc-
tuality etc. Suggesting that
there should be economy in
expenditure and increase in the
income of the division, he said
it should always remain alert in
this direction. In the field of
passenger amenities, concrete
steps should be taken to reduce
complaints and accountability
should be ensured on the
employees responsible for com-
plaints regarding lack of facil-
ities. For the next financial year
for the pending plans of the
division he directed that esti-
mated budget and work plans
should be kept ready in advance.
The meeting was attended by
Chief Administrative Officer
(CAO)/ Construction Rajiv
Kumar, Principal Chief

Engineer (PCE) SK Pandey,
Chief Engineer/ Construction
Panna Lal, Divisional Railway
Manager (DRM) Ramashray
Pandey, Additional Divisional
Railway Manager (ADRM/
General Administration) Rahul
Srivastava,  ADRM (Infra)
Gyanesh Tripathi, ADRM/
Operation SPS Yadav and all
branch officers of the division
and officials of construction
organisation. Meanwhile GM
Anupam Sharma by leaving by
inspection special train from
Banaras station conducted win-
dow trailing inspection of
Banaras-Chhapra rail section
on Saturday. He was accompa-
nied by CAO/ Construction
Rajiv Kumar, PCE SK Pandey,
DRM Ramashray Pandey and
others. GM with the objective
of reviewing the progress of
various development works in
the division and ensuring safe-
ty in rail operations while con-
ducting window trailing
reached Chhapra Junction
railway station. GM by his
inspection vehicle by checking
rear window trailing and cau-
tion order reached Chhapra.
From the point of view of safe-

ty from Banaras to Chhapra
Junction during window trail-
ing inspection, he reviewed
railway track, overhead trac-
tion, colour light signal, infor-
mation/warning board, pas-
senger amenities and doubling
work going on between
Chhapra-Ghazipur. In contin-
uation of inspection GM gave
necessary instructions regard-
ing general passenger hall, sta-
tion premises, computerised
passenger reservation, avail-
ability of public toilets and
drinking water and cleanli-
ness and maintenance of vari-
ous stations falling on Varanasi-
Chhapra rail section.

GIRL CHILD DAY:
National Girl Child Day will be
celebrated on Monday from
11:00 am in Varanasi division.
Besides, on January 26  on the
occasion of Republic Day, daugh-
ters of officers and employees of
Varanasi division their out-
standing achievements in various
fields in addition to special
activities like academic, sports,
cultural, debate competition
other than will be honoured by
DRM Ramashray Pandey, PRO
Ashok Kumar said.
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Director (Finance/
Personnel) of Northern

Coalfields Limited (NCL),
Government of India’s
Miniratna Company, Ram
Narayan Dubey, under Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahotsav on
Saturday visited the commu-
nity centre built under NCL
CSR at Birkuniya. Under pro-
ject Kisanganga NCL with the
objective of strengthening local
rural economy and increasing
the income of farmers here
with the technical support of
NCL-IIT BHU Incubation
Centre has set up satellite cen-
tre and agri clinic. From here
local farmers can get informa-
tion on agriculture related top-
ics from reputed agricultural
experts of the country through
video conferencing. Dubey also
distributed 315 blankets to
local needy people present
there and had a conversation
with  local public representa-

tives and farmers. Addressing
the farmers, Dubey said the
NCL management is commit-
ted for overall development of
local farmers and all possible
help will be provided to them. 

During the programme
General Manager (CSR) AK
Singh and other CSR officers,
local public representatives and
a large number of villagers
were present. Dubey also vis-
ited the poultry farm running
under NCL CSR in Birkuniya

Baiga Basti and had a conver-
sation with the women oper-
ating it. It is worth mentioning
that NCL under Corporate
Social Responsibility has so
far provided direct employ-
ment through poultry farm-
ing to 584 tribal women of
Adivasi Baiga Basti.  Along
with it by connecting more
than 160 other tribal families
with this scheme the process of
making them financially inde-
pendent is going on. 
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National Girl Child Day is to
be celebrated at Banaras

Locomotive Works (BLW) on
January 24 while ensuring the
compliance of Covid-19 guide-
lines. Through a virtual meet-
ing General Manager, BLW,
Anjali Goyal, has directed the
senior officials concerned to
celebrate National Girl Child
Day very attractively. The GM
by addressing all girl partici-
pants through virtual medium
will boost their enthusiasm. On
the occasion various types of

programmes will be organised
for the encouragement of BLW
officers and employees’ daugh-
ters whose age is 20 years or
less. In which a selfie point will
be set up at Surya Sarovar locat-
ed in BLW campus on Monday
through which daughters of
BLW officers and employees
will take selfie with their par-
ents and forward them on
WhatsApp (mobile numbers
7752801166 and 7752800782),
out of which the selected best
selfie will be uploaded on
Indian Railways and BLW web-
site. In addition an online

competition of patriotic poet-
ry/song for the students of
BLW Inter College has been
organised at 12:00 noon. In
this, the best contestants will
also be rewarded. Apart from
it on the occasion of Republic
Day on January 26 as many as
75 daughters of BLW officers
and employees will be hon-
oured for their outstanding
achievements in various fields
besides special activities like
academic, sports, cultural,
debate competition, Public
Relations Officer(PRO) Rajesh
Kumar said.                        
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In a sudden turn of events the
existing District Magistrate,

City, Vishak G Iyer, was
replaced by new DM, Neha
Sharma. The incumbent was to
take the charge late on Sunday.
Sudden shifting by EC of an
IAS who was farsighted, hon-
est and a wonderful taskmas-
ter has raised many eyebrows.
He had stepped in on
September 23, 2021 and in a
very short span had given
momentum to the ongoing
development works of the city.
He stayed in Kanpur for mere
four months. There were
rumours that his probity and
transparency in his working
was behind the sudden
removal.  Sharma who steps in
now had been SDM in Kanpur
as well and was well aware of
the working of in and around
Kanpur.

It may be mentioned here
that Kanpur was for the first
time having the best IAS
Troika, all south Indians, to
look after the working on a day
to day basis for perfect man-
agement and development of
the city. The first to enter was
Divisional Commissioner, Dr
Raj Shekhar followed by the
Kanpur Municipal
Commissioner, Sharanappa
and finally entered Vishak G
Iyer as the DM. This troika was
being considered to be the
best and people of Kanpur
were quite hopeful that they
together will ensure the prop-
er uplift of the city. The various
projects which were being car-
ried out were directly being
monitored by the three and
every inspection and review of
the progress of the works was
being done collectively by the
three.

It may be mentioned here
that quite a few years ago  the
UP Government had roped in
the services of another south
India IAS who proved to be the

nail in the coffin of land and
sand mafia of the division and
city. However, the syndicate in
Kanpur and the surrounding
districts had joined hands for
the removal of the IAS which
had opened floodgates of cor-
rupt practices in both the con-
troversial areas. It was
rumoured that the outgoing
DM had put the  foot down
strongly to prevent the syndi-
cate from corruption in digging
work in Kanpur but was not
very successful.

The crackdown on the land
mafia and the recovery of land
of the KDA under his and DC
leadership has brought fruits
and land worth crores had
been freed from the clutches of
the land sharks who thrived
with the political background.
Iyer was also the key person for
the widening of land between
Kannauj GT Road and IIT-
Kanpur and had ruffled feath-
ers of umpteen politically influ-
ential people of the city. He was
said to be strictly monitoring
the compensation which was
being awarded and this was
reported to be the reasons the
political lobby had locked
horns with him. However his
removal at the threshold of
elections was being viewed as
a threat to holding of free and
fair elections in Kanpur.
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Hundreds of Congressmen
gathered at Meston Road

on Sunday to pay homage to
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose
on his 126 birth anniversary.
The city president,  Naushad
Alam Mansoori, first paid flo-
ral tributes to the great revo-
lutionist  by garlanding the stat-
ue and said it was high time
that the youth emulated the
great patriot. He said India
cannot forget his contribution
and the slogan ‘ Tum mujha
khoon do main tumhe azadi
doonga”. He appealed to the
youth to tread the path shown
by him.

Throwing light on his past
he said Netaji had given up ICS
job and returned from England
and became the inspiration of
thousands of youngsters and
motivated them to proudly
join the battle for freedom. He
said Netaji had formed the
Azad Hind Fauj to counter the
British government and achieve
Independence.

He said Netaji formed the
INA which motivted the armed
forces to revolt against the
British Raj and said that it was
Netaji’s and INA’s struggle
against the British which was
an important factor for their
quitting India.

He said Netaji was elected
president of the Indian
National Congress in 1938 and
formed a national planning
committee, which formulated
a policy of broad industriali-
sation. 

Mansoori said Netaji’s call
‘Remember that the greatest
crime is to compromise with
injustice and wrong.
Remember the eternal law:
you would like to give if you
want to urge.’  

He also promoted hard
work and said one individual
may die for an idea, but that
idea will, after the death,
incarnate itself in a thousand
lives.

Prominent others who

took part in the homage func-
tion were SD Mishra,  Sohail
Ahmed,  MM Shukla, Pramod
Jaiswal, Zeeshan Ansari. Meena
Mishra, Lallan Awasthi,
Mahesh Meghani and many
more.
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Dr Mahesh Ramachandran,
while addressing the vir-

tual ongoing e-Summit at IIT-
K on the  topic ‘Venture capi-
tal investment’ on Sunday
explained that it was a type of
private equity investing that
involved investment in a busi-
ness that required capital. He
said the business often required
capital for initial setup or
expansion. He said venture
capital investing can be done at
an even earlier stage known as
the ‘idea phase’ and the venture
capitalist may provide
resources to an entrepreneur.

He said private equity
investments were equity invest-
ments that were not traded on
public exchanges. He said insti-
tutional and individual
investors usually invested in
private equity through limited
partnership agreements, which
allowed investors to invest in a
variety of venture capital pro-
jects while preserving limited
liability. He said the projects
were usually run by private
equity funds which were pools
of capital to be invested in
companies that represented an
opportunity for a high rate of
return. 

He said they came with a
fixed with each PE fund run-
ning a portfolio of projects it
specialised in like a private
equity fund specialising in arti-
ficial intelligence may invest in
a portfolio of ten venture cap-
ital projects on fully intelligent
vehicles. Discussing the stages
he said prominent being seed-
stage capital which was the cap-

ital provided to help an entre-
preneur or the develop an idea.
He said similarly early-stage
capital was venture capital
investing provided to set up ini-
tial operation and basic pro-
duction and said the early
stage capital supported product
development, marketing, com-
mercial manufacturing and
sales.

Dr Ramchandran said
another was later-stage capital
which was the venture capital
investing provided after the
business generated revenues
but before an Initial Public
Offering.

Characteristics of Venture
Capital Investing he explained
that venture capital invest-
ments were usually long-term
investments and were fairly
illiquid compared to market-
traded investment instruments
and unlike, publicly traded
investment instruments. He
said similarly Venture capital
investments feature a structur-
al time-lag between the initial
investment and the final pay-
out and the structural time-lag
increased the liquidity risk. 

The second lecture was by
Dr Sanket Mehta who dealt at
length on Financial Index
Readings and said an index
measured the price perfor-
mance of a basket of securities
using a standardised metric
and methodology.  He said
indexes in financial markets
were often used as bench-
marks to evaluate an invest-
ment’s performance against
while financial indices were
designed to provide investors
with a way to reduce the com-

plexity and increase the com-
prehensibility of financial mar-
kets.

He said contemporary
understanding of financial
markets was almost entirely
driven by an explicit or  implic-
it use of financial market
indices. He said the financial
markets were comprised of
thousands of different instru-
ments, covering company
stocks, bonds, commodities,
and currencies and they pro-
vided with a way to reduce that
complexity. He said the devel-
opment of index funds had
been transformational for the
money management industry.
He said the  ability to easily
diversify across different mar-
kets or sectors with differing
risk profiles and returns, or to
seek out new investment
options in previously hard-to-
access opportunities, has led to
a revolution in the way money
was managed. Dr Mehta said
indices had also been major
catalysts for product innovation
in the financial services space.
He added that analytical power
allowed for the creation of
indices that covered new mar-
kets, empowered new strate-
gies, and served as the basis of
financial instruments
that would have been previ-
ously unavailable to even
sophisticated institutional
investors. 

He said the advance of
indices and their methodolog-
ical approach to investing
increasingly brought closer
together what had been called
“active” and “passive” investing
styles.
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Noted Yoga expert, Dr
Shalini Vaidya and head of

Sadhak Anshit Yoga Institute,
while addressing a webinar on
‘Childhood Obesity’ on Sunday
said childhood obesity con-
tributed to the risk of numer-
ous health problems. She said
study carried out by the
Institute showed that in obese
students the cognitive func-
tions were significantly weak-
ened. She said significant
impairments in their cognitive
functions, especially attention,
retention, intelligence, and cog-
nitive flexibility, were observed.
She she said thus  it was high-
ly necessary that the school
adolescents were involved in
physical activities to reduce
body weight in order to have
cognitive functions within nor-
mal range.

She said obesity in child-
hood and adolescents was a
serious community concern
and the magnitude of the prob-
lem was progressively affecting
low, middle and high-income
sections mainly the urban pop-
ulation.  She said the obese
children were likely to stay
obese into their adolescence
and later part of their life.  She
said school age was a period of
strenuous growth because of a
greater amount of activity and

the development of physical
and cognitive functions,
required a balanced nutrition. 

She added that from the
approach of neuropsychology,
ample nourishment with phys-
ical activity was compelling for
healthy brain growth, optimal
learning, and scholastic per-
formance  She said the major
change in lifestyle of families
with eating habits and increas-
ing hours of inactivity because
of video games, social media,
and computer had played a
noteworthy role in enhancing
obesity in school-going chil-
dren who are overweight. She
said as a result childhood obe-
sity led health-associated risks
at adulthood.

She said thus yoga asanas
need to be taught to school
children which will help burn
calories, tone muscles, boost
metabolism and also prevent
the child from emotional eat-
ing. She said yoga brought
about mindfulness that will
help child maintain a disci-
plined lifestyle and make
healthy lifestyle choices.  She
said yoga will not only boost
metabolism but it will also
help the child steer clear of
emotional eating and overeat-
ing and thus they need to
practice these asanas. Dr
Vaidyta said Vinyasa Flow was
a series of yoga poses that one

needed to move through quick-
ly and the sequence increased
the heart rate, tones the body
and brought  along mindful-
ness. She said similarly Surya
Namaskar or sun salutation
had many benefits from boost-
ing metabolism to toning body
and 18 minutes of sun saluta-
tion done at a fast pace can be
enough to give a good cardio
workout and reap all its other
benefits. She said next was
Virabhadrasana or the warrior
pose series that can help tone
muscles and enhance muscle
growth and development. She
sid next was Kumbhakasana or
plank pose which was excellent
to burn fat from the entire
body.  She said in this pose, one
needed to use upper body and
core muscles simultaneously,
making it especially great to
strengthen the core muscles.

She said next was Halasana
or plough pose which toned the
muscles of butts and strength-
ened the shoulders.  She siad it
stretched out the hamstrings
and the muscles of the
abdomen.  She sad apart from
concentrating on the core, this
asana also toned the muscles of
the thighs and arms.

She advised parents to
ensure they put their children
under the tutelage of yoga
trainers to ensure they grow in
a healthy manner. 
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The Kanpur Chief Medical Officer, Dr Nepal Singh on Sunday
addressing presspersons said a special team had been set up

which was carrying out house to house search of COVID-19
patients especially those who were under home isloation. He
appealed to the people not to hide cases and if they had any symp-
tom they should report to the district administration. He
expressed concern over the effort of a section of people who were
in Home Isolation and were not giving their daily detailed progress
report. He said the asst Nodal Officer of the ICCC had informed
that there were reports of around 150 cases of COVID-19 which
had been traced by the RRT team. He said their test were car-
ried out and they were found to be positive. He the team had
been directed to keep a vigil on cases which were negative on
being tested. He said the objective was to prevent the spread of
COVID-19. He said special directives were being sent to med-
ical officers and messages were being sent on phones to ensure
they keep a strict vigil on such patients who were hiding their
ailment. Dr Singh said patient under home isolation will stand
discharged and end isolation after at least 7 days had passed from
testing positive and no fever for three successive days and they
shall continue wearing masks.  He also said that there was no
need for re-testing after the home isolation period was over. He
said as per the home isolatin protocal one need to stay home and
away from other people for at least five days and wear masks
mandatorily. He said if one developed symptoms, one need to
get tested immediately and isolate until one received test results
and if one tested positive, follow isolation recommendations. 
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The Government’s drive for ‘precau-
tion dose’ for Covid-19, also called

‘booster dose’ in global parlance, is yet
to gather steam. Launched on January 10
across the country, the precaution dose
programme has so far covered just 39 per
cent of people  above 60 years of age with
co-morbidities.

Healthcare workers and frontline
workers who are also eligible for the dose
are also taking their own time to get
themselves inoculated. This, despite the
fact that there are sufficient Covid vac-
cines available with the States.

According to the Union Health
Ministry, about 63 per cent eligible
healthcare  workers, 58 per cent front-
line workers have opted for the ‘special
dose’. There are around 35 lakh and 33
lakh healthcare workers and frontline
workers respectively in the country.

In contrast, "Over 4 crore youngsters
between the 15-18 age group were vac-
cinated against COVID19 in just 19 days.
Young India is contributing significant-
ly towards further strengthening the
nation's fight against the pandemic," said
Union Health Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya in a tweet on Friday.
According to the Co-WIN portal, a total
4,13,91,852 have registered themselves
for the first dose of vaccines on the por-
tal.

Union Health Secretary Rajesh
Bhushan said about 22.66 lakh healthcare

workers have received their precaution
dose, accounting for 63 per cent of such
people. Similarly, “there are 33 lakh front-
line workers who were due for precau-
tion dose and 191400 have got precau-
tion dose which is 58 per cent.

"Those above 60 years and with
comorbidities, the eligible number is
47,81,000 out of them 18,66,000 have
taken precaution dose which comes to
39 per cent," Bhushan said.

However, while admitting that the
pace is not as per expectation, the
senior official hoped that it will soon in
near future. "So given the fact it has been
only 10 days since we rolled out pre-
caution dose the coverage yet is not bad
though we are constantly engaging with
the states to ensure that the uptake
increases. It  is essential that all of must
motivate people to get doses for which
they are eligible," he said.

The fact that about 1 crore people in
the over 60 age group are yet to get their
first dose is also bothering the govern-
ment.  NITI Aayog member Dr VK Paul
said there are still 6.5 crore people
whose second dose is overdue.

"At least 25 per cent (of age above 60
years) are yet to get a second dose. This
is unfinished work. 52 per cent children
have been covered in the 15-17 years age
group, more healthcare and frontline
workers should also come forward.
Availability is not at all an issue here," he
said.

Why should it be overdue, everyone

should take their second dose. All those
who are not fully protected will not be
a danger to itself but others too. We have
to accept masks and protect our seniors
and the prevention tool here is vaccina-
tion and we need to take it in this para-
digm," he said.

As per government data, 12 states
and union territories including
Chandigarh, Himachal Pradesh, Delhi,
Haryana, Telangana and Andhra Pradesh
have administered the first dose of
COVID-19 vaccine to 100 per cent of the
eligible adult population.

The countrywide Covid-19 vacci-
nation drive was rolled out on January
16, 2021 with healthcare workers getting
inoculated in the first phase.  The vac-
cination of frontline workers started on
February 2 while the next phase of vac-
cination commenced from March 1 for
people aged above 60 and those aged 45
and above with specified co-morbid con-
ditions.

The country launched vaccination
for all people aged above 45 from April
1 while everyone above the age of 18
started getting the vaccine from May 1.
The next phase of COVID-19 vaccina-
tion for adolescents in the 15 to 18 age
group commenced from January 3,
2022. The ‘Precaution  dose’ of Covid-
19 vaccine Drive for healthcare workers,
frontline workers, including personnel
deployed for election duty, and those
aged 60 and above with comorbidities
from January 10.
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The presence of a large number of
mutations, and more than 30 on its

spike protein makes antibodies inef-
fective against the Omicron variant of
Covid-19, according to a research
peer-reviewed and published in the
Journal of Autoimmunity. The pur-
pose of antibodies is to recognise the
virus and stop the binding, which pre-
vents infection.

Omicron, the new variant of
COVID-19, has become the dominant
strain around the world. The new vari-
ant of COVID-19, which was first dis-
covered in South Africa, is the virus's
most mutated version, with over 50
changes, 30 of which are in its spike
protein, allowing it to bypass vaccine-
induced immunity.

An extraordinary number of
mutations, particularly in the Spike (S)
protein of the Omicron strain, have
been linked to its high transmissibil-
ity and infectivity.

These modifications also enable it
to resist pre-existing antibodies in the
human body, which contributes to an
increasing number of re-infections and
breakthrough cases. The University of
Missouri researchers wanted to learn
more about the alterations detected in

the Omicron variant's S-protein.
The study detected 46 hallmark

changes within the Omicron variant
using full sequences, 23 of which were
wholly new and had not been identi-
fied in any of the previous variants of
the virus. Two of the mutations were
discovered in the Delta or Delta Plus
variant first. Thirty of the 46 changes
were found in the S-protein, while the
rest were found elsewhere in the viral
cell. Furthermore, the researchers
employed a pre-existing S-protein
structure to see if the Omicron muta-
tions would damage the Covid-19 S-
protein in the same way, rendering
antibodies ineffective.

According to the paper, certain
mutations cause interference on the
virus's surface, preventing antibodies
from adhering to it, while others
result in a complete loss of interaction
between the antibodies and the virus,
rendering the antibodies useless
against the highly modified variety.
According to the researchers, this
shows that pre-existing immunity
(whether from vaccination or past
infection) may no longer be able to
give adequate protection against the
Omicron form of the virus, allowing
it to evade antibodies and penetrate
the immune system.

Noida: Rival parties, including Congress, Samajwadi
Party, and Bahujan Samaj Party, will not be able to
get 100 seats together in the upcoming Uttar
Pradesh polls, BJP leader Dinesh Sharma on Sunday
said.

Sharma, the deputy chief minister of UP, said
the BJP is fighting the election on development issue
and hit out at the opposition parties for encourag-
ing criminal elements, communalism in state's pol-
itics.

“The elimination of regionalism, family poli-
tics and mafia-rule is the objective of the BJP, which
fights polls on agendas of development,” he told
reporters while campaigning for party's Tejpal
Nagar in Dadri. “I feel western Uttar Pradesh
will break its own previous record by supporting the
BJP with more votes this time,” he said.

On Priyanka Gandhi Vadra denying she is
Congress' CM candidate, Sharma said he need not
say much about it as TV surveys are forecasting a
mere 3-7 seats for her party. “Their combined
figures in the upcoming polls will not reach three-
digit,” the deputy CM said predicting opposition par-
ties tally. “The BJP will get over 50 per cent of the
votes and break its own record of securing votes in
the state,” he said of his party, which had stormed
to power in 2017 with over 300 MLAs in the 403-
member assembly. Sharma alleged earlier politi-
cal parties in UP would harp on communal issues
and polarize minority voters, even winning elections
in the past. “But the people of UP have
now tasted the benefits of development. Now there
is no space for caste-based or communal politics,”
he said. Sharma claimed there is a “rising fear” in
public that mafia and criminal elements will come
back again in the state as some opposition parties
have fielded criminals or their family members as
candidates for polls. “There are also some
criminals who are openly supporting some parties,
indirectly warning people that if people do not sup-
port them the criminals will create an atmosphere
of terror. “This should not happen, the state has
changed now,” he said. PTI

New Delhi: The existing, Omicron-driven wave of the
Covid-19 pandemic in the country is likely to reach
its peak in the next 14 days, by February 6, a study con-
ducted by Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Madras
has concluded. However, it is silent on the number of
actual cases the country will report. 

In the last 24 hours, India recorded 333,533 fresh
Covid-19 infections, 259,168 recoveries and 525 relat-
ed deaths. The cumulative case tally stands at
39,237,264 including 36,560,650 recoveries, 21,87,205
active cases and 489,409 deaths.

The IIT researchers' result is based on the insti-
tute's analysis of the national ‘R-value,' which, it said,
declined further in the week of January 14-21.

‘R-value’ is the number of people who can contract
a virus from a person who is already infected with it.
According to the study conducted by IIT Madras, the
said value was recorded at 1.57 in the latest round, as
against 2.2 from January 7-13, while from January 1-
6 it stood at 4 and was at 2.9 from December 25-31
last year.

For individual cities, the R-value stood at 0.56 for
Kolkata, 0.67 for Mumbai, 0.98 in Delhi and 1.2 in
Chennai, the data showed. If this number goes below
1, the pandemic is considered to have ‘ended.’

Explaining the figures, Dr Jayant Jha, Assistant
Professor, Department of Mathematics, IIT-M, said the
wave has already peaked in Kolkata and Mumbai,
which means that in the two cities, the pandemic is
becoming ‘endemic.’

“Therefore, as per the analysis, the peak of the cur-
rent coronavirus wave is likely to come in the next 14
days, till February 6. Our previous prediction was that
the peak would likely come between February 1 and
15,” Jha further said.

IIT Madras' Department of Mathematics and its
Centre of Excellence for Computational Mathematics
and Data Science jointly conducted the research,
putting into use the ‘computational model.’
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The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has

imposed a penalty of �20 lakh on
Kolkata's Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose International Airport
(NSCBIA) for violating safety
norms by neglecting runway
maintenance. The fine imposed
on NSCBIA is the highest so 
far.

According to officials, the
audit report suggested that the
NSCBIA  has been negligent in
the maintenance of the runway as
per the mandated safety require-
ment. “That’s why the DGCA has
decided to impose a penalty of
�20 lakh. This is the highest
penalty imposed on any airport

so far,” officials added. The safe-
ty audit of NSCBIA was carried
out last year.

According to the audit report,
the maintenance of the runway at
Kolkata airport was not done as
per the guidelines, the lights on
the runway were not fixed prop-
erly and Foreign Object Debris
(FOB) was reported on the run-
way, which could have been a part
of an aircraft's safety during land-
ing and takeoff was a concern.
The Airports Authority of India
(AAI) has constituted an internal
committee to look into the said
incident.

The provisions of levying
fines were added by a special sec-
tion introduced in the Aircraft
Act in September 2020.

Subsequently, last May an
enabling provision was intro-
duced to provide for levying
financial penalty against service
providers for violation of regula-
tions/requirement.

Interestingly,  January 23
marks the 125th anniversary of
iconic freedom fighter Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose, after
whom the international airport
was named. From this year on,
Netaji's birth anniversary will
mark the beginning of the
Republic Day celebrations in
India.

January 23 is also observed
as 'Parakram Diwas' (Day of
Valour) in India and as 'Desh
Nayak Dibas' in West Bengal as
a tribute to the freedom fighter.

New Delhi: The Tripura Government
has told the Supreme Court that “pub-
lic spirited” citizens seeking an inde-
pendent probe into the recent “com-
munal riots” in the state have come with
“unclean hands” and that under the garb
of public interest, the forum of this court
is being used for “oblique” purpose.

Pointing to the petitioner’s “silence”
on a series of pre-poll and post-poll vio-
lence which took place in West Bengal,
the Tripura government said the so-
called public spirit of the petitioners did
not move a few months back on a larg-
er scale of communal violence and sud-
denly their public sprit aroused due to
some instances in a small state like
Tripura.

“It is pointed out that such a selec-
tive outrage of the petitioner is not pre-
sented before this court as a defence but
to satisfy this court that under the garb
of public interest, the August forum of
this court is used for apparently oblique
purposes,” an affidavit filed by the
state government said.

“It is not a question of one petition
or the other but the majesty and sanc-
tity of the proceedings before the high-
est court of the country. No individual
or group of individuals professionally
functioning as public spirited per-
sons/groups can selectively invoke the
extraordinary jurisdiction of the court
to achieve some apparent but undis-
closed motive. The selective rousing of
public interest itself justifies dismissal
of the petition with exemplary cost,” the
affidavit stated.

The affidavit was filed in response
to a PIL filed by advocate Ethesham
Hashmi seeking an independent probe
into the recent “communal riots” in
Tripura and the alleged complicity and
inaction of the state police in it.

The Tripura Government further
said that the petition is based on basis
of a “private/sponsored” ‘report’ titled
“Humanity under Attack in Tripura
#Muslim Lives Matter” and is not
maintainable.   “A genuine and bonafide
public spirited citizen would not be
selective in his public interest and
would not be choosy about rushing
before the court with regard to one state
and keeping quiet with regard to the
other,” Tripura said.

The present case is clearly a case of
selective outrage under the pretence of
public interest and to achieve some
undisclosed agenda, it alleged.

The north-eastern state recently wit-
nessed incidents of arson, looting and
violence after reports emerged from
Bangladesh that Hindu minorities there
had been attacked during Durga Puja
on allegations of blasphemy.

New Delhi: The Supreme Court has
set aside a National Green Tribunal
(NGT) order directing compensa-
tion of Rs 20 lakh to the heirs of the
victims of a firecracker factory blast
in Tamil Nadu’s Virudhunagar dis-
trict last year in which 19 workers
were killed.

A bench of justices A M
Khanwilkar and Dinesh
Maheshwari noted that the NGT
proceeded ex-parte and directed the
tribunal to reconsider the case
afresh.

“Accordingly, in the interest of
justice, we deem it appropriate to set
aside the impugned judgment and
order and relegate the parties before
the National Green Tribunal for
reconsideration of the entire matter
afresh after giving an opportunity to
the parties concerned, including the
appellants, and to pass appropriate
orders in accordance with the law,”
the bench in a recent order said.

The parties appearing through
counsel before the apex court were
asked to appear before the tribunal
on February 14, 2022, and the NGT
was directed to proceed with the
matter on that day or assign a suit-
able date for hearing, as may be con-
venient to it.

The apex court was hearing an
appeal filed by Tamil Nadu
Fireworks And Amorces
Manufacturers Association chal-
lenging the NGT’s order dated June
11, 2021.

The tribunal had directed Tamil
Nadu through District Magistrate,

Virudhunagar to pay compensation
of Rs 20 lakh to the heirs of deceased
victims.

It had directed the State Legal
Services Authority to provide legal
aid to ensure that payment is made
to genuine heirs of the deceased and
to the injured without undue has-
sle. The NGT had formed a com-
mittee headed by a former high
court judge and directed it to sub-
mit a report on the firecracker fac-
tory blast in Tamil Nadu’s
Virudhunagar district.

The explosion occurred on
February 12, 2021 when some
chemicals were being mixed to
produce fireworks at the unit in
Acchankulam village.

The green panel had said that to
secure credible facts, it is constitut-
ing an eight-member committee
including former high court judge
Justice K Kannan and representa-
tives of the Union Environment
Ministry.
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The Congress is making efforts to reach out
to several Opposition and other like-mind-

ed parties to put a united front in the forth-
coming Budget Session to corner the BJP-led
Centre over “multiple failures” including high-
est-ever unemployment and price rise affecting
the larger section of society across the country. 

AICC sources told The Pioneer, as far strat-
egy is concerned, all Opposition parties even
though they are contesting against each other
in all the poll bound States, they should work
together for at least the first half of the Budget
session till February 11 as the five States
including Uttar Pradesh will begin their first
phase of voting on February 10. 

All the major opposition parties, Congress,
Samajwadi party, Bahujan Samaj Party and Aam
Aadmi Party are putting up a brave front against
each other in all polling states UP, Punjab,
Uttarakhand, Goa and Manipur.

"Except for the Trinamool Congress, all were
on same board until last winter session to take
on the Modi government on almost all the issues
which were to be opposed in the national and
common people interest. The TMC, however,
cropped differences with Congress and kept
away to put a united Opposition. 

Even AAP and SP, BSP were on board and
shared platform with Rahul Gandhi. Now
when TMC is fighting a high pitched poll bat-
tle in Goa against Congress and AAP in Punjab
besides SP in crucial Uttar Pradesh, we are work-
ing out a common strategy so that the
Opposition parties don't fight each other on
floor of the Parliament when serious and con-
cerning issues like inflation, unemployment,
Chine border issues are concerned. We are in

touch with TMC, AAP and others to devise a
common strategy in the Parliament and don't
give enough advantage to BJP by exhibiting our
political differences," said a very senior Congress
leader and a Rajya Sabha member.

When contacted, leaders of TMC, AAP and
SP said that Parliament strategy will not affect
the parties' assembly election fortunes. "Yes they
are in touch and a meeting in this regard is being
worked out for coming weekend before the
Budget session begins," said a Rajya Sabha MP.

In a statement on Sunday former Congress
chief Rahul Gandhi alleged that over four crore
people have been pushed into poverty in the
country and that there has been development
of only "Hamare Do".

"'Vikas overflow' only for 'Humare Do'!
While our 4,00,00,000 brothers and sisters are
pushed into poverty," he said on Twitter.

"Each of these 4,00,00,000 is a real person,
not just a number. Each of these 4,00,00,000
deserved better. Each of these 4,00,00,000 is
India!," Rahul Gandhi said, using the hashtag
"BJPfailsIndia" on Twitter.
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As many as 70 companies of the
Railway Protection Force

(RPF) besides the 1,700 companies
of the regular paramilitary forces
are being deployed for the upcom-
ing elections in Uttar Pradesh,
Punjab, Uttarakhand, Goa and
Punjab.

In a communication to the
Chief Secretaries of these States,
RPF Director General Sanjay
Chander has sought provision of
accommodation and conveyance
to an Inspector rank officer at par
with deputy commandants of the
paramilitary forces saying an
Inspector is in-charge of a com-
pany as against Assistant
Commandants in the regular para-
military forces, leading to resentment in the Group A
services.

“….your attention is invited towards the structure
of RPF which is different from the structure of CAPFs
(Central Armed Police Forces). In RPF, Inspector is
incharge of a Post/Company unlike CAPFs where
Assistant Commandants are incharge of a Coy (com-
pany). 

At the same time, Asstt. Security
Commissioners/Asstt. Commandants in RPF are
Group-A officers who are assigned supervision of
Post/Coys like Deputy Commandants in CAPFs,” reads
the communication sent to the Chief Secretaries of the
poll-bound States.

It further said, “Therefore, Inspectors of RPF
should not be compared with Inspectors of CAPFs and
should be provided facilities of accommodation,
transportation etc at par with Asstt. Commandants of
CAPFs as incharge of Coys.”

Similarly, the RPF DG also requested the Chief
Secretaries that Asstt. Security Commissioner of RPF

should be treated at par with Supervising Officer of
CAPFs and accorded facilities of accommodation and
transportation at par with Deputy Commandants.

A company in a uniformed service typically
comprises 100 personnel. Paramilitary forces like the
Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF), Border Security
Force (BSF), Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP), and
Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB) and the like are also referred
to as CAPFs.

A section of officials in the CAPFs are miffed at
the equation of the Inspectors, a subordinate post with
the Assistant Commandants who are Group A
Gazetted service officers recruited through the Union
Public Service Commission (UPSC) These officers are
referred to as cadre officers.

“The RPF should have sought provision of facili-
ties without equating its ranks with those of the CAPFs
as it is demoralising for the officers. While the man-
date of the RPF and CAPFs are different, the sancti-
ty of the ranks must be maintained,” a cadre officer said,
requesting anonymity.
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The allied powers, led by
Britain and the US, had won.
The axis powers led by Hitler’s
Germany had been van-
quished. The victors wanted to
impose justice on the defeat-
ed armies. In India, officers of
Netaji Bose’s INA were put on
trial for treason, torture and
murder. This series of court
martials came to be known as
the Red Fort trials.

Indians serving in the
British armed forces were
inflamed by the Red Fort tri-
als. In February 1946, almost
20,000 sailors of the Royal
Indian Navy serving on 78
ships mutinied against the
Empire. They went around
Mumbai and Karachi with
portraits of Netaji and forced
the British to shout ‘Jai Hind’
and other INA slogans. The
rebels brought down the
Union Jack on their ships and
refused to obey their British
masters. This mutiny was
followed by similar rebel-
lions in the Royal Indian
Air Force and also in the
British Indian Army units in
Jabalpur. The British were
terrified. After the Second
World War, 2.5 million
Indian soldiers were being
de-commissioned from the
British Army.

Military intelligence
reports in 1946 indicated
that the Indian soldiers were

inflamed and could not be
relied upon to obey their
British officers. There were
only 40,000 British troops in
India at the time. Most were
eager to go home and in no
mood to fight the 2.5 million
battle-hardened Indian sol-
diers who were being demo-
bilised. It is under these cir-
cumstances that the British
decided to grant
Independence to India.

The idea is not to in any
way undermine the signifi-
cant contribution of
Mahatma Gandhi or Pt
Nehru in awakening the
masses to the value of free-
dom but to spark a debate
about the real contribution of
Netaji Subhas and the role
played by him and the INA.
School textbooks are domi-
nated by the role played by
the non-violent movement
while the INA’s role is dis-
missed in a few cursory para-
graphs. The time has come to
revisit modern Indian histo-
ry and acknowledge the
immense contribution of
Netaji in helping India win its
freedom.

Bose was so popular as
Congress president in 1938
that the members made him
contest again in 1939.
Gandhiji did not approve of
the re-election and, in due
course, squeezed the young

leader out of the Party. In
1940, Netaji was put under
home arrest in Calcutta, from
where he decided to abscond
to join Germany which was
fighting World War II against
Britain. The land route was
difficult with several visas
required on the way. After a
hard struggle, Netaji reached
Berlin in April 1941, three
months since leaving
Calcutta.

After the Japanese
declared war on America
and UK, Hitler suggested
that Netaji could be more
useful against the British.
He therefore agreed to pro-
ceed across half the globe by
submarine. He reached
Singapore en route Tokyo by
the middle of 1943, soon to
take over an incipient INA
founded by the patriot Rash
Behari Ghosh. From a mot-
ley crowd of less than 10,000,
Netaji within weeks built the
army into a disciplined force
of 50,000 soldiers by persuad-
ing British Indian POWs,
that fought until the end of
the war. Tragically, it took
Bose’s life in an accidental air
crash. India’s brightest lamp
of patriotism was blown out.

(The writer is a well-
known columnist, an author
and a former member of the
Rajya Sabha. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Sir — The Union Government had
informed the States in December that the
number of IAS officers deputed to the
Centre was not sufficient. The
Department of Personnel and Training
proposed four amendments to Rule
6(1), of which two have drawn serious
criticism from some State Governments.
The deputation of IAS officers is made
through an understanding between the
Centre, State Governments and the offi-
cers concerned. One of the proposed
amendments makes it mandatory for the
States to provide a certain number of IAS
officers to the Centre on deputation
every year, which is against the rights of
the officers to make a choice.

The Centre has clarified that it
would set the number of officers to be
deputed. This proposal will also badly
affect the Centre-State relations and
damage the structure of the IAS services.
In fact, the shortage of IAS officers in
Central services is a cause for concern
and it needs to be resolved immediate-
ly. This move by the Centre has other
negative consequences, too. The State
Governments may seek the services of
more State Civil Aervice officers and it
may lead to the marginalisation of the
IAS. The Centre must take a wider view
of the situation and address the griev-
ances of the States.

Venu GS | Kollam
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Sir — The Election Commission has
extended the ban on political rallies, road
shows, padyatras, cycle rallies and pro-
cessions till January 31. It is a prudent
step in the right direction as the num-
ber of Omicron cases is increasing by
leaps and bounds and the situation is
alarming. The curbs on other political
event will be revoked only when the sit-
uation improves drastically, the EC has
said. So it will take some more time for
political parties in the poll fray to go all
out and bring out the best in vote bank
politics. The decision, impairing the
campaign by political parties in the five
poll-bound States, was taken after online

consultations.
Though the Punjab election was

postponed to February 20, the other
States would go to the polls around
Valentine’s Day and the spread of virus
is still continuing in other States. Better
sense should prevail on the authorities
to postpone the elections to sometime in
March to protect those actively involved
in politics from the virus; thereby pre-
venting the spread of the virus to other
parts of the country.

MR Jayanthi | Kerala
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Sir —  Immediately after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s decision to instal Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose’s statue at India
Gate on his 125th birth anniversary,
Union Home Minister Amit Shah as
usual slammed the Congress for forget-
ting the freedom fighter’s immortal
contribution to the country. He tweet-
ed: “…Congress has left no stone
unturned to forget the immortal contri-

butions of India’s brave son.” Sadly, it is
beyond Shah’s knowledge that India's
first PM, Jawaharlal Nehru, in his first
Independence Day Speech (August 16,
1947) at the Red Fort invoked the
names of only two men: Mahatma
Gandhi and Netaji Subhas Bose.

Shah should be asked whether
installing Netaji’s statue at India Gate is
the true reminder of his immortal con-
tribution to the nation? But when Netaji
was trying to secure foreign support for
the nation’s liberation, was it not Savarkar
who offered full military cooperation to
the British masters and directly called out
to Hindus for joining the British armed
forces? Whatsoever be Netaji’s contribu-
tion to the country, will Amit Shah con-
demn Savarkar’s backstabbing of Subhas
Bose and apologise for it to the nation?

Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee |
Faridabad
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Aconversation took
place between former
British Prime Minister
Clement Attlee and

the then acting Governor of
West Bengal Justice PB
Chakraborthy. In 1956,
Clement Attlee had come to
India and stayed as a guest of
the then Governor. Remember,
Attlee was the man who, as the
British PM, had signed on the
decision to grant Independence
to India.

Chakraborthy then wrote a
letter to the publisher of RC
Majumdar’s book, A History of
Bengal. In this letter, the Chief
Justice wrote, “When I was
acting Governor, Lord Attlee,
who had given us
Independence by withdrawing
British rule from India, spent
two days in the Governor’s
palace during his tour of India.
At that time, I had a prolonged
discussion with him regarding
the real factors that had led the
British to quit India.”
Chakraborthy adds, “My direct
question to Attlee was that
since Gandhi’s Quit India
movement had tapered off
quite some time ago and in
1947 no such new compelling
situation had arisen that would
necessitate a hasty British
departure, why did they had to
leave?... Attlee cited several
reasons, the principal among
them being the erosion of loy-
alty to the British crown among
the Indian Army and Navy
personnel as a result of Netaji’s
military activities.”

That’s not all. Chakraborthy
adds, “Toward the end of our
discussion, I asked Attlee what
was the extent of Gandhi’s
influence upon the British deci-
sion to quit India. Hearing this
question, Attlee’s lips became
twisted in a sarcastic smile as he
slowly chewed out the word, m-
i-n-i-m-a-l!’a

This startling conversation
was first published by the
Institute of Historical Review
by author Ranjan Borra in
1982, in his piece on Netaji, the
Indian National Army and the
war of India’s liberation. To
understand the significance of
Attlee’s assertion, we have to go
back in time to 1945. The
Second World War had ended.
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Land litigation is a nightmare
across the country. Land records
are not readily available or
updated. Registration of land is

a cumbersome affair. Proving land
ownership is tough. The Andhra
Pradesh Government has decided to
rectify the situation by ordering a re-
survey of land records in a phased man-
ner so that legal title deeds are handed
over to the property owners by the end
of 2023.

In the first phase, land was re-sur-
veyed in a set of village and new land
records have been made available. The
process is to be carried out in a phased
manner across the state and complet-
ed by June 2023.

The process, initiated by Chief
Minister Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy, will
cost �1000 crore involving thousands of
survey teams and the latest geo-tagging
and satellite mapping technologies.
Once the land is marked afresh, an
identity card is issued specific to the
coordinates of the land determined dig-
itally. The card will have a QR code
along with a map of the land. 

The prime reason for land litigation
is attributed to the land records dating
back to the colonial era which have
never been touched for any re-survey
to check the authenticity of the owner-
ship. Interestingly, civil litigants had to
spend an average of �497 per day on
court hearings, according to a survey
done some time back. 

A World Bank study suggests that
these land disputes in courts include
those related to the validity of land titles
and records, and rightful ownership,
and for years together the cases are
pending before disposal. A NITI Ayog
paper points out that land disputes on
an average take about 20 years to be
resolved.

Another interesting aspect is bena-
mi transactions are taking place in the
absence of proper land document. The
White Paper on Black Money released
in 2012 had noted that black money
generated in the country gets invested
in benami properties.  

While this is the scenario all over
the country, the situation is no differ-
ent in Andhra Pradesh which prompt-
ed Chief MinisterJagan Mohan Reddy
to straighten the land records system
once and for all. 

It may be mentioned here that the sys-
tem of land records was inherited from the
zamindari system and post-Independence,
the responsibility for land administration
was transferred to states.

Most of the 6.4 lakh villages in the
country were surveyed and their cadastral
maps prepared during the late 19th and
early 20th century. In Andhra Pradesh too
survey of lands had taken place during
British Rule in 1927-28. 

The scheme initiated by Jagan Mohan
Reddy is the first of its kind in the coun-
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try to accord permanent land rights
to the legal owners with an aim to
providing land protection legally.
This initiative is aimed at making
land-related transactions conve-
nient and dispute-free, giving own-
ers permanent land rights with the
state Government’s assurance.
Under the Jagananna Sashwata
Bhoohakku (permanent land rights)
Bhoo Raksha (land protection)
scheme, the land resurvey records
are now being digitised and main-
tained in a transparent manner. 

It was during his historic ‘Praja
Sankalpa Yatra’ covering 3,468 km
walking through 2,516 villages in
134 Assembly segments of the
state in a span of 341 days between
November 6, 2017 and January 9,
2019 that the YSRCP Chief under-
stood the fate of legal land owners
who were facing litigation for years
together. He had seen how people
rued when their plot, house, farm,
and other lands fell into litigation
after they had purchased them
with their hard-earned money.
After taking over as Chief Minister
one of his priorities is to attend to
the issue and launched the historic
scheme. 

A beginning was made in
Takkellapadu village near
Jaggaiahpet in Krishna district on
December 21, 2020 when the CM
formally commenced survey
process. Ten days before formally
launching the scheme, the Andhra
Pradesh Government signed a
Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) with the Survey of India to
kick-start one of the largest land
and house ownership surveys. 

The land resurvey was started
with a budget of around �1,000

crores. Around 14,000 surveyors
have been appointed by the govern-
ment and given training by Survey
of India for the survey. In exact fig-
ures, the survey covers 1.26 crore
acres of agricultural land in 17,000
villages, 85 lakh acres of non-agri-
culture lands of Government and
private owners within the limits of
13,371 villages, 40 lakh government
and private properties and 10 lakh
plots in 110 urban areas. Once the
process is done, every land parcel
that is surveyed is being given a
unique identification number. 

Keeping the laborious process
in view, the entire programme is
scheduled to complete in three
phases.  Around 5,000 villages are
programmed to be covered in the
first phase, 6,500 villages in the sec-
ond phase, and 5,500 villages in the
third phase. 

The state Government has also
set up mobile tribunals to solve land
disputes on the spot. 

While launching the initiative
the CM had made it clear to the
teams that “With every new survey,
accurate revenue records are to be
prepared for every immovable
property with exact latitude and
longitude, using advanced instru-
ments like drones, Continuous
Operating Reference Stations
(CORS) and Rovers”. Survey stones
are to be installed once the mark-
ing of the land is completed. A digi-
tised cadastral should be prepared
after the completion of the survey
and all details of the lands in the vil-
lage are to be reflected in the
maps, the CM instructed.

Thus, yet another dream
projectJagan Mohan Reddy came
into reality on January 18 last

when he launched the registration
process in 37 villages of Guntur dis-
trict as part of first phase. He was
happy that in the first phase resur-
vey was completed in 51 villages
covering 29,563 acres. On the occa-
sion, the CM asserted that the
resurvey would ensure no scope for
any future litigation and the land
deals can be carried out at village
level with the implementation of the
scheme.

Mandal Mobile Magistrate
teams which are specially drafted
have scrutinised 3,304 objections
that were registered in 51 villages
and resolved them making way for
the officials to issue Permanent
Land Right Certificates. As per the
programme, once resurvey is com-
pleted, registrations are done at vil-
lage secretariat level.  

Even before the first phase
process is in progress, the
Maharastra government has
evinced keen interest in the scheme
and has sent a team of 11 senior
officials led by Maharashtra survey
settlement commissioner Niranjan
Kumar Sudanshu to study the land
and the survey project being imple-
mented. He appreciated the efforts
of the AP Government and felt that
the resurvey of lands can be a viable
solution to the decades-old survey
problems.

Terming the YSR Jagananna
Saswata BhooHakku and Bhoo
Raksha scheme as a great reform
and revolutionary step, the Chief
Minister has said that the resurvey
of lands has been taken up after 100
years and the Government is com-
mitted to providing clear title deeds
to the rightful owners after proper
and scientific resurvey.

(The writer is Advisor,
National Media and

Inter-State
Affairs,Government 
of Andhra Pradesh. 
The views expressed 

are personal.)

Once linear, life now
seems circular. Schools
opened. They closed

again. In-person meetings had
just been reinstated when, weeks
back we were again told they
would cease, with a return to
Zoom gatherings.

Maybe Omicron will
mutate; maybe not. Some other
variants have come and gone
without driving the pandemic to
terrifying new heights. Maybe
Omicron will follow suit. But for
now, for us, every plan is a pro-
visional plan.

It’s a sea of worry. If you
take illness as a metaphor, we
all hold dual citizenship of the
land of the well and that of the
unwell. Maybe worry is the
bridge between the towns.
And living in this bridge as we
all are doing now is not easy
though it may look ‘near nor-

mal’ from a distance.
As a child, I lived in an

upper Assam town where, on
hot humid summer nights,
incessant rains hammered our
house roof. There was thunder
— explosions of fury. The rains
and thunderbolts made me feel
like a caterpillar who was about
to have his head stuck by a can-
non. And I clung to my moth-
er or my nanny and slept until
the rains stopped.

The arrival of the rainsat
times sent the nanny - a girl in
her teens called Niru — into her
past and at times she spoke up
about her painful memories
sending terror down my spine.
The air would slow down and
grow heavy as if coiling in on
itself, Niru would say, remem-
bering her life a year back. Far
away, near the river bank where
she lived with her parents and

siblings, the vast expansion of
skyover the waterbody flickered.
That day, for a minute or two,
the lights paused, she said
with terror in her eyes, like
maybe the rains went away to
skirt around the hills;and then
got back only to detonate over

the roof of her hut. And there
she was facing a stream of rav-
aging flood waters. Her siblings
and she cried together, and
then all she remembered wash-
er struggle to keep her head
above the water level. Niru sur-
vived, so did her parents but

her siblings who were younger
than her, went missing.

Her story gave me goose-
bumps and the fear that I got
from her still lives with me.I have
been reminded of this time a lot
lately. I am not making light of
this pandemic, one that killed
many and may kill many more
before it is brought under con-
trol, or the economic panic that
is now scorching through mar-
kets. I wonder how would this
time turn into memories in the
minds of the children today in
the years to come.

If you are reading this and
feeling fear, this is just to say that
panic and fear are the great con-
tagions of a contagion. After
Niru’s stories, in athunderous
rainy night when I along with my
sibling couldnot take the dread,
we would run to our bedroom
and get under a thick quilt. And

there we will tell stories or try to
fall asleep in order to do what
seemed the most logical thing:
leaving. As I grew up,I would
open a book and go someplace
where nothing had quite so
much power over me. This is a
form of quitting the unpleasant,
unwanted. My worst fear was
that a lightning bolt would come
scissoring down and evaporate
my mother or a loved one while
I was under the quilt.

I imagine many of us are
doing something similar these
days (or during the last couple
of pandemic waves) in the quiet
of our bedrooms. 

Fear in general can deteri-
orate mental health but fears of
childhoodnever go away. I
believe the fear response in
ushas gone through a sea
change in this pandemic. It
seems to have dulled our ‘fear-

response’ by now; at least in
many of us. We all have possi-
bly received the best fear extin-
guishing therapies that psy-
chologists often use therapeuti-
cally in patients. Systematic
desensitization is what we all
have gone through in the last
two years.

Pandemic-related adverse
psychological conditions have
led to another pandemic ofpsy-
chological distress around the
globe. For those under 18, one
is four was affected.

We all exist in vulnerabili-
ty. Shared vulnerability is essen-
tial to family life-and to citizen-
ship, and in the larger context
humanity. What each of us
does affects us all. It is about
accepting that you cannot 
opt out of an ecosystem and
need to manage our inter-
connectedness. 
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(The writer is an author and a
Pathologist doctor. The views

expressed are personal.)
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India's gem and jewellery
exports during December

2021 grew 29.49 per cent to
$3,040.92 million (Rs 22,914.6
crore) as compared to
$2,348.44 million (Rs 16,712.46
crore) in December 2019 — the
pre-pandemic year, the Gem
and Jewellery Export
Promotion Council said. 

Besides, exports during
April-December rose 5.8 per
cent to $29,084 million from
$27,500 during the same peri-
od of 2019. 

"The holiday bounce has
managed to offset part of the
post-Diwali export slump
when factories normally take a
short break. Holiday and festive
demand was robust in impor-
tant trading centres such as the
US, Hong Kong, Thailand, and
Israel," Council Chairman
Colin Shah said. "And we have
every reason to believe that this
momentum will carry through
the end of FY 2022, bringing us
closer to the set target of $41.67
billion in exports." 

Further, exports of cut and
polished diamonds in
December 2021 grew by 41 per
cent to $1,770.61 million as
compared to $1,253.79 million
for the same period of 2019.
During April-December 2021,
cut and polished diamond
exports rose by 23 per cent to
$18,007.24 million as com-
pared to $14,666.23 million for
the same period in 2019. Gold
exports during December 2021
remained largely steady at $778
million, the Council said.
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Rising global crude
oil prices along

with FIIs fund outflow
from the equity market
will further weaken the
Indian rupee during
the upcoming week.
Accordingly, the rupee
is expected to trade
with a weak bias upto
75 to a USD in the
coming week. 

"Rising crude and
trade deficit has been
keeping the currency
under pressure and
even FPI outflows have
been a constant pres-
sure on the rupee...,"
said Sajal Gupta, Head, Forex
and Rates at Edelweiss
Securities. "It may lose further
ground owing to oncoming US
Fed meeting and current equi-
ty outflows." 

Notably, a rate hike by the
US Federal Reserve can poten-
tially drive away more FII
money from India and other
emerging markets. "Omicron
normalisation would also lead
to demand revival and thus
more imports and more pres-
sure on the rupee... Crude oil
prices around $90 to a barrel is

a warning bell for commodity
price rise in the time to come,"
Gupta said. Last week, the
rupee closed at 74.41 to a USD
after weakening to 
74.75. 

"In the coming days, the
price action of USDINR will be
determined by Crude oil prices,
FOMC Meeting outcome, risk
sentiments, and dollar inflows,"
said Devarsh Vakil, Deputy
Head of Retail Research, HDFC
Securities. "Spot USDINR is
expected to oscillate between
74.10 to 74.8 for the next

week." 
Gaurang Somaiya, Forex &

Bullion Analyst, Motilal Oswal
Financial Services, said: "This
week, market participants will
be primarily keeping an eye on
the Fed policy meeting as the
central bank is likely to provide
clarity and details on the end of
quantitative easing, possibly
in March. "Apart from the pol-
icy statement, preliminary
manufacturing and services
PMI, advance GDP and core
PCE index number to gauge a
view for the dollar."
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Demand for office space in
Delhi NCR region has

grown 50 per cent year-on-year
in 2021, majorly due to strong
absorptions by startups and
technology firms, said global
real estate consultancy firm
Colliers. In 2021, total absorp-
tion in the office space segment
was 6.3 million square feet, it
said. Of the total, startups
absorbed 1 million square feet. 

"Gurugram led the leasing
activity accounting for 64 per
cent share in overall transac-
tions. Flight to quality is driving
occupiers' real estate strategy
and Noida Expressway, Golf
Course Extension Road and
DLF Cybercity drove the bulk
of leasing activity as they
looked for better-quality build-
ings," it added. With more
than 25 years presence,
Colliers, a Nasdaq-listed com-
pany, is a professional consul-
tancy firm which provides
advice to real estate occupiers,
owners and investors with
operations in 67 countries. 

"For north India, only the
NCR can boast in terms of sig-

nificant office absorption as the
other major cities have not cho-
sen office markets. Hub'n'spoke
models have not been suc-
cessful due to the mindset of
the workforce still choosing to
move to major metros. 

"Co-working transactions
have been the preference for
most occupiers and will contin-
ue to be the preference for
Occupiers throughout 2022 until
there is an end to the uncertain
environment created due to the
pandemic," said Bhupindra
Singh, Managing Director,
Regional Tenant Representation
and Office Services, North India,
Colliers. "...The overall absorp-
tion numbers indicate a strong
desire for corporates to commit
to the office segment and there-
by showcasing that the WFH is
an interim option only." 

Besides, demand for flex
spaces grew threefold during
the calendar year. Going for-
ward, rentals in key micro
markets like Cyber City, Sector
16 A and 16B Noida, Golf
Course Road and Sector 62 are
expected to see a gradual rise
due to the limited availability of
quality stock, Colliers said.
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After several users com-
plained about issues with

logging back to their accounts
on Crypto.com after the plat-
form was hit by a $34 million
hack, its CEO Kris Marszalek
has been forced to respond on
social media how best they can
get back their 
accounts. 

Thousands of people took
to social media to complain
that they could not get back
into their accounts, begging for
help. In a tweet thread,
Marszalek finally responded,
saying if you can't get back into
our app following access reset
this week, "in 95/100 cases you
are simply using the wrong
email to login". "We don't
allow duplicate accounts with
the same phone number, so
you will get stuck if you are
using the wrong email,"
Marszalek posted late on
Saturday. 

"We are helping users with
these cases one by one, but it
takes time given the scale of
our platform," he added.
Leading cryptocurrency plat-
form Crypto.com last week
admitted that 483 users on its
platform lost almost $34 mil-
lion in various digital coins
owing to a compromise in
two-factor (2FA) authentica-
tion. Overall, the unautho-
rised withdrawals had over
$15 million worth of ethereum,
$19 million worth of Bitcoin
and $66,200 in "other curren-
cies". 

Marszalek said in a latest
tweet: "Rest assured your funds
are safe and waiting for you to
log back in.. with the right
email." Crypto.com, which is
endorsed by famous
Hollywood actor Matt Damon,
had said it revoked all cus-
tomer 2FA tokens, and added
additional security hardening
measures, which required all
customers to re-login and set
up their 2FA token to ensure
only authorised 
activity would 
occur.
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Tech giant Google has intro-
duced a new security fea-

ture to Drive to help users stay
on top of potentially malicious
files. Google Drive will now
start displaying a warning ban-
ner when you are about to
download and open a poten-
tially dubious document,
image, or any type of file,
reports Android Central. 

The new feature is rolling
out across all Google
Workspace, G Suite Basic and
G Suite Business tiers. The
yellow banner shows up at the
top of an attachment page after

you click on a link. It should
appear before a file is down-
loaded to your laptop, warning
you that it looks suspicious and
"might be used to steal your
personal information". 

Users will recognise the
security alert if they have been
using Google Docs, Sheets,
Slides and Drawings. At
Google's Cloud Next 2021, the
search giant announced new
measures to help safeguard
users from malicious files.
These alerts were rolled out to
those file syncing services late
last year. 
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To further aid small busi-
nesses and empower entre-

preneurs, the Union Budget
2022-23 should introduce addi-
tional startup-friendly policies
and tax relaxations to enable
spending on innovation, ease-
of-doing business and reducing
compliance costs, a slew of
homegrown startups said. New
reforms, policy assistance and
support mechanisms for estab-
lishing a focused approach in
solving unmet financial needs
through technology will sig-
nificantly benefit the economy,
they stressed. 

"We've seen a substantial
spike in the adoption of digi-
tal payments in the last one
year. I'm hoping that in the
upcoming Budget, the gov-
ernment will think of alterna-
tives to the Zero MDR (mer-
chant discount rate) policy, as
that will help promote e-pay-
ments and drive significant
digital adoption among busi-
nesses," said Harshil Mathur,
CEO and Co-founder,
Razorpay. In last year's Budget,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman had announced Rs

1,500 crore to further acceler-
ate digital payments' growth in
the country. Mathur said that
it would also be desirable for
the government to increase
contribution to the Fund of
Funds for Startups (FFS). 

"Hassle-free loan disburse-
ments, automation of tax and
compliance, paper-less
approvals, and incentives to
adopt digital banking prac-
tices will also be welcome
changes that can support the
growth of MSMEs," he added.
To incentivise startups, the
government had last year
extended the eligibility for
claiming tax holidays for star-
tups by a year to March 31,
2022. It also extended the cap-
ital gains exemption for invest-
ment in startups by a year to
March 31, 2022, to boost fund-
ing. The country has also seen
numerous startups incentivis-
ing their employees in the past
year with buying back ESOPs. 

"Deferring tax payments
when exercising the option,
plus waiving tax for some
ESOP receipts, will also be a
laudable change in the new
budget," said Mathur.
According to Ravish Naresh,

CEO and Co-
f o u n d e r ,
Khatabook, they
are hoping for a
p r o g r e s s i v e
Budget, espe-
cially aimed at
p r o m o t i n g
h o m e g r o w n
startups focused
on problem-
solving for
India. "New
reforms, policy
assistance, and support mech-
anisms for establishing a
focused approach in solving
unmet financial needs through
technology will significantly
benefit the economy," Naresh
told IANS. "In addition, the
government's continued focus
on enhancing digital infra-
structure in the country will
ensure progress towards equal-
ity in digital access in FY22-23,"
he added. 

In the last year's Budget,
the government had said it will
facilitate setting up of a world-
class fintech hub in Gujarat
International Finance Tec
(GIFT) city. The government
also proposed a portal to col-
lect relevant information on gig

workers to help formulate
social security schemes for
them. 

Vidit Aatrey, Founder and
CEO of homegrown social
commerce platform Meesho,
said that a singular focus on
augmenting offline MSMEs
with online distribution could
be a game-changing econom-
ic transformation opportunity.
"We would like to see the gov-
ernment focus on policies that
will create a level playing field
for offline and online sellers
with less than Rs 40 lakh
turnover," Aatrey told IANS.
"Simplifying GST compliance
requirements for online sellers
will also enable millions of
small businesses to leverage the

potential of e-commerce and
contribute to India's growing
digital economy," he added. In
addition to this, the startups
hope that the government
incentivises capital formation
in the area of logistics and cold
chains through policies and
infrastructure development.
Akash Gupta, Co-founder and
CEO, Zypp Electric, said that
they are optimistic that the gov-
ernment will announce new
initiatives to encourage local
EV manufacturing, facilitate
easy finance and create an
innovative EV ecosystem. "We
urge the government to reduce
GST on EV purchases and
rentals from 5 per cent to 2 per
cent. A reduced GST would
allow consumers to smoothly
shift to EV," Gupta told IANS.
Indian startups raised a record
$24.1 billion in 2021, a two-fold
increase over pre-Covid levels,
while $6 billion were raised via
public markets with 11 startup
IPOs, a Nasscom-Zinnov
report said last week. The
Indian tech startup base con-
tinues to witness steady growth,
adding over 2,250 startups in
2021, which is 600 more than
2020.
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Amazon has said it is pleased
that for the first time since

December 2, 2020, the inde-
pendent directors of Future
Retail are willing to consider
Amazon's assistance in
addressing the financial con-
cerns of FRL. 

"We note that significant
time has been lost on account
of the unwillingness of FRL and
the independent directors to
consider potential solutions
facilitated by Amazon in the
past. Nevertheless, we reaf-
firm our offer to assist FRL
within the framework of our
rights under the Agreements",
Amazon said in a letter to the
independent directors of
Future Retail. Amazon said
Samara Capital has once again
reiterated to us that they

remain interested and com-
mitted to lead and take forward
the term sheet dated June 30,
2020, signed amongst Samara,
FRL and the Promoters of
FRL, which contemplates a
purchase consideration of Rs
7,000 crore with the assistance
and cooperation of the inde-
pendent directors. 

Pertinently, the Samara
Term Sheet provides for an
acquisition of all retail assets of
FRL, including the "small store
formats" comprising the "Easy
Day", "Adhaar" and "Heritage"
brands, through an Indian
owned and controlled entity
structure led by Samara and
supported by Amazon. The
transaction envisaged in the
Samara Term Sheet would
ensure availability of funds in
FRL at the earliest, through an
asset sale and an equity infu-

sion, which would be a direct
antidote to FRL's indebted-
ness, Amazon said. 

As regards compliance of
any structure with Indian law,
Amazon said that this structure
is also similar to the proposed
acquisition of the retail and
wholesale undertaking of the
Future group (which includes
FRL's retail assets) by Reliance
Retail and Fashion Lifestyle 
Limited. 

We understand that this
entity has negligible business
operations and whose parent
entity Reliance Retail Ventures
Limited has received at least Rs
47,265 crore from various for-
eign investors. We also under-
stand that this amount is pro-
posed to be utilised to fund the
acquisition of FRL's retail,
wholesale and logistics assets",
Amazon said. 
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New Delhi: Jio has completed
5G network coverage plan-
ning for top 1,000 cities in the
country and is augmenting its
fibre capacity as well as running
pilot across sites, a senior com-
pany official said during a pre-
sentation. 

The company has created
teams to focus on dedicated
solutions for 5G deployment in
India, Reliance Jio Infocomm
President Kiran Thomas said
on Friday evening.

"5G coverage planning
has been completed for 1,000
top cities across the country. Jio
has been doing trials on
advanced use cases across
healthcare and industrial
automation on its 5G net-
work," Jio said in a statement.

Thomas during the pre-
sentation said that the compa-
ny is running a 5G pilot in mul-
tiple cities and network plan-
ning for the roll out of 5G using
3D maps and ray tracing tech-
nology is going on. "We are
using the most modern
approaches towards network
planning, especially 3D maps
and ray tracing technology
because 5G is pretty unique
technology, which requires

very advanced network plan-
ning techniques, and we are
undertaking that for all of
India, so that as and when the
approvals are received for us to
roll out this network, we will be
well geared-up to prioritise
our rollout, where we can make
the maximum contribution,"
Thomas said.

Auction for 5G spectrum
is expected to be held in the
first quarter of the next finan-
cial year.  

Reliance Jio reported to
close the third quarter which
ended December 31 with net
addition of 1.02 crore cus-
tomers year-on-year (YoY) at
42.1 crore. The sub-
scriber base, however, declined
on a quarter-on-quarter basis.
"We closed the quarter at 421
million subscribers. That was a
reduction of 8.4 million, but the
gross addition continued to be
very strong 34.6 million. And
the reduction was really on
account of SIM consolidation
and some of the less active cus-
tomers, now with tariff increas-
es, etc, looking at consolidating
uses in a single SIM," Reliance
Jio head of strategy Anshuman
Thakur said.

On a reported number
basis, Jio's ARPU remained
almost flat but the company's
average revenue per user
(ARPU) increased by 8.4 per
cent to � 151.6 on a year-on-
year after making adjustments
interconnection usage charges
(IUC) which it had to pay to
other operators. The IUC
charges have become nil from
January 1, 2021. Jio
Platforms posted an 8.8 per
cent increase in net profit at
�3,795 crore for the third quar-
ter ended December 2021.
It had posted a net profit of
�3,486 crore in the same peri-
od a year ago. Gross
revenue from operations
increased by 5.76 per cent to
�24,176 crore from � 22,858
crore in the October-December
2020 period.

Reliance Jio Infocomm Ltd
(RJIL), the telecom services
arm of Jio Platforms, posted a
9.8 per cent rise in net profit at
�3,615 crore for the quarter,
compared to �3,291 crore in
the year-ago period.
RJIL's revenue from opera-
tions increased 4.62 per cent to
�19,347 crore from � 18,492
crore earlier. PTI 
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New Delhi: Power solution
provider PTC India arm PTC
India Financial Services (PFS)
board could not hold its
scheduled board meeting on
Saturday in the absence of all
independent directors, a
source said.

On Wednesday, the three
independent directors --
Kamlesh Shivji Vikamsey,
Santosh B Nayar and Thomas
Mathew -- resigned enmasse
from the board of PFS citing
corporate governance issues.
The source told PTI that the
PFS cannot hold board meet-
ing in the absence of all three
independent directors as per
the norms of Securities and
Exchange Board of India
(SEBI).        The source also
stated that now the company
will have to seek SEBI per-
mission or exemption for
holding its board meeting.
The queries sent to PFS
remained unanswered.
Earlier on Friday, PTC India
CMD Rajib Kumar Mishra
had told in a virtual press con-
ference that PFS board will be
meeting on Saturday.
However, he had not divulged
the details about agenda of the
meeting saying it was confi-

dential.  
At present, there are three

members on board of the
PFC,  Rajib Kumar Mishra
(CMD of PTC India), Pankaj
Goel (CFO PTC India) and
PFS MD and CE Pawan Singh.
Earlier this week, independent
director of the PTC India,
Rakesh Kacker, in his resig-
nation letter, had said that
despite best efforts, the "inde-
pendent directors could not
convince the management of
PTC and PFS to take proper
action to run the company in
accordance with what we con-
sidered the correct course of
action".

"As a result, the company
is now facing serious gover-
nance  issues with several
defaults of the Companies
Act, 2013 and the Securities &
Exchange Board of India
(Listing Obligations &
Disclosure Requirements)
Regulations, 2015. Due to
this, the operations of the
company also must have been
affected," he had said in the
letter. 

PFS,  a systemically-
important Non-Banking
Finance Company  (NBFC), is
promoted by PTC India. PTI

Kochi: Indian lifestyle e-
mobility startup VAAN Electric
Moto Pvt Ltd has launched its
electric bicycle-Urbansport in
the country.

Union Minister of State for
Skill Development,
Entrepreneurship, Electronics
and IT, Rajeev Chandrasekhar,
launched the Van Electric Moto
brand in India in a virtually
held event in Kochi on Friday
The e-bike is available in two
variants- Urbansport and
Urbansport Pro, priced at
�59,999 and �69,999 respec-
tively and will initially go on
sale in Kochi, before being
launched in other high-poten-
tial markets like Goa,
Bangalore, Mumbai,
Hyderabad and Delhi in the
future. 

According to VAAN, the
vehicles offer a maximum assis-
tance (top speed) of 25 km/h,

and a pedal assisted range of 60
kilometres.         VAAN claims
that a full charge would require
just half a unit of electricity,
costing around �4-5. The
removable battery pack, with a
net weight of 2.5 kg, would
offer added convenience and
would require 4 hours for a full
charge.

Leader of the Opposition
in Kerala Assembly V D
Satheesan and the Chairman
and Managing Director of
OilMax Energy Pvt. Ltd, Kapil
Garg jointly launched the
VAAN e-bikes in the Indian
market.         Ernakulam MP
Hibi Eden unveiled the VAAN
brand logo in the event in
which former MP Chandran
Pil lai  was also present.
Both the electric bikes get,
compact 6061 aluminium uni-
sex frames, saddle, rims and
handlebar designed by Benelli

Biciclette, the e-bike vertical of
the Italian brand. 

"VAAN has tied with
them for engineering and
supply chain and has worked
closely with the Benelli team
for the development of the
Urbansport duo," the group
said in a release.        VAAN
claims that its removable bat-
tery is a first in this segment,
adding that the bicycles come
with Shimano Tourney 7
speed derailleur gear system,
front and rear disc brakes
and Spinner USA front
shocks.    "The electric pedal
assist system consists of a
250W hub mounted electric
motor, a 48 Volt, 7.5 Ah
removable Lithium-ion bat-
tery, and a total of 5 electric
'gear levels," it said. 

VAAN Urbansport e-
bikes get a Smart LCD display
serving all necessary infor-

mation, that can also be used
to control front and rear
lights.         "The Urbansport
is the most practical of the two
and gets 20 inch spoke wheels,
a carrier that can carry up to
15 kilograms and an exposed
electric motor. Urbansport
Pro is a more stylish and pre-
mium e-bike that offers alloy
wheels and an electric motor
that is neatly integrated into
the rear hub," the release said.

The company's plant at
Ernakulam has a capacity to
assemble 2,000 cycles a
month, and are initially tar-
geting sales of 8,000 to 10,000
cycles a year.         "We targeted
a young crowd earlier but are
now looking at even those in
the age group of 40-55 years
who need not be cycling
enthusiasts, considering the
advantages of our product
that comes with three modes,"

Jithu Sukumaran Nair, Chief
Executive Officer and founder
of VAAN Electric Mobility
said.         He said the e-cycle
has a power-assisted mode
with five electric gears and a
full-throttle mode ratcheting
up a speed of up to 25 km per
hour.  VAAN says the lithium-
based removable battery
weighing around 2.50 kg with
a two-year warranty can be
fully charged in around four
hours and lasts for 50 km to
60 km depending on the
mode in which the cycle is
used.        KTM-owned KISKA
GMBH, Austria handles
branding for VAAN an Indian
lifestyle e-mobility start-up.   It
was globally launched at the
EICMA motorcycle show in
Italy. Vaan has technology
partnership with the well-
known motorcycle producer
brand Benelli. PTI
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Iraq has tightened security
measures on the border with
neighbouring Syria after a

jailbreak by Islamic State (IS)
terrorists in a Kurdish-con-
trolled prison located in the lat-
ter country's Hasakah province. 

On January 20, a group of
IS militants escaped from the
Sina'a prison in the Gweiran
neighbourhood of Hasakah,
followed by violent clashes
between the Kurdish-led Syrian
Democratic Forces and the ter-
ror group, reports Xinhua news
agency. "There are directives
issued by the Commander-in-
Chief of the Iraqi forces to
double the security measures on
the Iraqi-Syrian border," Yahia
Rasoul, spokesman of the com-
mander-in-chief of the Iraqi
forces, told the official Iraqi
News Agency (INA) on

Saturday. The Iraqi security
forces are ready to confront any
attempt by IS militants to infil-
trate Iraqi territory, Rasoul was
quoted as saying by INA.

According to the UK-
based Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights (SOHR), the IS
militants blew off the gate of the
Sina'a prison with a booby-
trapped car and an explosive-
laden fuel tanker. 

It said a number of inmates
fled the prison while many
Kurdish security members were
wounded. Captured IS militants
have repeatedly tried to break
free from the prison in Hasakah.
A number of IS militants have
been imprisoned by the
Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic
Forces (SDF) following the
defeat of the terror group in
Hasakah and parts of Deir al-
Zour province.
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German naval chief, Vice
Admiral Kay-Achim

Schonbach has resigned over
comments on Ukraine and
Russia he made during his
visit to India. His resignation
on late Saturday night was
accepted by Defence Minister
C h r i s t i n e
Lambrecht.Lambrecht has
appointed his deputy as inter-
im naval chief.

During his interaction on
January 21 at the Manohar
Parrikar Institute for Defence
Studies and Analyses, a military
think tank in Delhi, Schonbach
had said the idea that Moscow
wanted to invade Kiev was
"nonsense", adding that
Russian President Vladimir
Putin deserved respect."Does
Russia really want a small and
tiny strip of Ukraine soil to
integrate into their country?
No, this is nonsense. Putin is

probably putting pressure
because can do it and he splits
EU opinion. What he really
wants is respect."Speaking
about Putin, the German naval
chief had also said: "He wants
high-level respect and my God
giving some respect is low
cost, even no cost. If I was
asked, it is easy to give him the
respect he really demands and
probably also deserves. 

Russia is an old country,
Russia is an important country.
Even we India, Germany, need
Russia. We need Russia against
China" Talking about Ukraine's
possible admission into NATO,
Schonbach had said: "Ukraine
of course cannot meet require-
ments because it's occupied in
Donbas region by the Russian
Army or by what they call as
militias." He also said that the
Crimean Peninsula, which
Russia annexed from Ukraine
in 2014, was gone and would
not come back to Ukraine.

���!������#�"������������
	������!��&��	��4&������
9������������������������

�	�
 � 8�"7.

At least seven civilians,
including four women,

were killed and nine others
injured when a bomb blast hit
a minibus in Herat city, capital
of Afghanistan's western Herat
province, an official said."Seven
dead and nine wounded were
admitted to Herat Regional
Hospital following a bomb
blast in Herat city on Saturday
evening," the official told
Xinhua news agency.
According to local residents,
the incident occurred when an
improvised bomb planted in a
minibus was detonated in
Police District 12, a Shia-dom-
inated neighbourhood in the
city, 640 km west of
Kabul.Some of wounded were
in critical condition.The vehi-
cle was destroyed by the blast.
No group has claimed respon-
sibility for attack so far. Local
affiliates of Islamic State terror
group, opposing the Taliban-
led administration.
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The US has no specified
schedule to recognise the

Taliban-led government in
Afghanistan, said Thomas
West, Washington's special
representative for Kabul.

He also emphasized that
normalisation of relations
between the Islamic Emirate
and the world depends on the
Taliban's behaviour.

West made the remarks
while speaking to BBC Pashto.
The top diplomat said that nor-
malisation of ties between the
US and the Taliban does not
seem easy and that Washington
has outlined preconditions in
this regard, Khaama Press
reported.Respect for human
and women's rights, freedom of
speech, education of women,
and formalisation of the rights
of minorities in Afghanistan
are preconditions of the US to
the Taliban.The special repre-
sentative said that the US will
pay the salaries of Afghan
teachers in collaboration with
the International Society in
case the Taliban reopen
schools. Regarding the frozen
assets of Afghanistan, West
said that a part of the money
will be released for humani-
tarian purposes in Afghanistan
but reiterated that it will not be
given to the Taliban.

Afghanistan's over $9.5
billion funds has been frozen
by the US since the country fell
to the Taliban in August last
year.

Taliban officials mean-
while, have said they want
good relations with the world
while claiming to have fulfilled
the promises made to the world
for recognition."The Islamic
Emirate has hopes from the
international community
which have several aspects,
particularly that the US,
European Union and other
organisations take a position
that is understandable and
engage in a new phase of
engagement in Afghanistan,"
said Taliban spokesman
Inamullah Samangani.
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Iranian President Ebrahim
Raisi has vowed to strength-

en ties and cooperation with
Turkey for regional stability.

"Iran has a long-term and
comprehensive vision of rela-
tions and cooperation with
Turkey, and we welcome plan-
ning for strategic cooperation
with Turkey," Raisi said during
a phone conversation with his
Turkish counterpart Recep
Tayyip Erdogan.

Raisi also stressed the need
of respecting countries' sover-
eignty and territorial integrity
as the only way to long-term
security and stability in the
region, reports Xinhua news
agency. Erdogan, for his part,
said Turkey has prepared a list
of diverse economic collabo-
rations to strengthen relations
with Iran, and expressed his
hope to visit Tehran soon.
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tine officials began culling
about 427,000 chickens on
Sunday as a precautionary
measure after the outbreaks of
H5N1 avian influenza virus or
bird flu, at two farms, the
Agricultural Ministry said. The
cases of highly pathogenic bird
flu were reported at two chick-
en farms in Hwaseong, about
40 km south of Seoul, the
Ministry of Agriculture, Food
and Rural Affairs said. The
Ministry did not give a specif-
ic time frame on when quar-
antine officials will complete
culling, Yonhap News Agency
reported. It marked the 23rd
and 24th case of a highly path-
ogenic strain of H5N1 found at
poultry farms in South Korea
this winter since November 8,
2021. Highly pathogenic avian
influenza is very contagious
among birds and can cause
severe illness and even death,
especially among poultry. 
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The Australian government
has announced a new envi-

ronmental DNA (eDNA)
research centre to boost biose-
curity. The National eDNA
Reference Centre will be set up
at the University of Canberra in
partnership with the
Department of Agriculture,
Water and the Environment,
reports Xinhua news agency.

Researchers at the centre
will be tasked with developing
cutting-edge technology to
detect pests at the Australian
border.

The eDNA technology
works by detecting skin, hair,
urine, tissue and faecal matter
shed by organisms in an envi-
ronment such as a shipping
container.It can also be used to
detect ribonucleic acid (RNA)
from a species.Dianne Gleeson,
a wildlife geneticist from the
University of Canberra's Centre
for Conservation and Ecology
Genetics, said eDNA testing
has transformed pest surveil-
lance. "The work that we've

been doing recently with the
khapra beetle has been using
dust samples from shipping
containers where we suck up
the dust, extract the DNA and
we look for a sign of the
species," she was quoted by
Nine Entertainment newspa-
pers on Sunday."Currently
Australia is free of that species
and it puts it in a very good
market position international-
ly... Because otherwise, it's a
massive pest and a massive
problem for the grain industry
so it could be really destructive
if it arrives."

The government has com-
mitted A$7 million in funding
for the new centre.Andrew
Metcalfe, head of Department
of Agriculture, Water and the
Environment, said eDNA
detection was critical to safe-
guarding Australia's biodiver-
sity. "While the program will
have the capacity for broad risk
management application, our
immediate focus is to address
risks associated with khapra
beetle and high-priority hitch-
hiker pests generally," he said.
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Lima:  The Peruvian govern-
ment has declared a 90-day
environmental emergency in
the coastal area of Lima which
has been affected by a recent oil
spill, the Ministry of the
Environment said.

The government has called
it one of the "most important
ecological disasters" on the
coast in recent years, reports
Xinhua news agency.The reso-
lution was approved by
Minister of the Environment
Ruben Ramirez, who heads
the Environmental Crisis
Committee that is trying to
mitigate the effects of the oil
spill.

The oil spill occurred on
January 15 when an oil tanker
was unloading at one of the ter-
minals of La Pampilla Refinery,
operated by Repsol, in the
province of Callao, neigh-
bouring Lima. Repsol report-
ed on January 21 that the
cleanup of the areas affected by
the oil spill should be com-
pleted by the end of February,
and that 1,580 cubic metres of
contaminated sand had been
removed. IANS
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South Korea said on Sunday
that it has signed a deal with

Egypt to dismantle and restore
the gateway of an ancient tem-
ple in the city of Luxor. 

South Korea plans to begin
restoring the pylon and refur-
bish the access road of the
Ramesseum, a mortuary tem-
ple of Pharaoh Ramses II,
starting next year, according to
the Cultural Heritage
Administration.

The move came as Mostafa
Waziry, Secretary-General of
Egypt's Supreme Council of
Antiquities, requested Cultural
Heritage Administration to
restore Ramesseum during
senior-level talks on January
20, reports Yonhap News
Agency. On January 21, the two
sides inked a memorandum of
understanding during
President Moon Jae-in's visit to
Cairo. 
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Russia’s Foreign Ministry on
Sunday rejected a British

claim that Russia was seeking
to replace Ukraine’s govern-
ment with a pro-Moscow
administration, and that for-
mer Ukrainian lawmaker
Yevheniy Murayev was being
considered as a potential can-
didate.

Britain’s Foreign Office on
Saturday also named several
other Ukrainian politicians it
said had links with Russian
intelligence services, along with
Murayev who is the leader of a
small party that has no seats in
parliament.Those politicians
include Mykola Azarov, a for-
mer prime minister under
Viktor Yanukovych, the
Ukrainian president ousted in
a 2014 uprising, and
Yanukovych’s former chief of
staff, Andriy Kluyev.

“Some of these have con-
tact with Russian intelligence
officers currently involved in
the planning for an attack on
Ukraine,” the Foreign Office
said.

Murayev’s Nashi party —
whose name echoes the former
extensive Russian youth move-
ment that supported President
Vladimir Putin — is regarded
as sympathetic to Russia, but
Murayev on Sunday pushed
back, characterizing it as pro-
Russia.

“The time of pro-Western
and pro-Russian politicians in
Ukraine is gone forever,” he
said in a Facebook post. Shortly
before the British statement
was made public, he posted his
face superimposed on a James
Bond movie poster and the
comment: “Details tomorrow.”

The U.K. government
made the claim based on an
intelligence assessment, with-
out providing evidence to back
it up. It comes amid high ten-
sions between Moscow and
the West over Russia’s designs
on Ukraine and each side’s
increasing accusations that the
other is planning provocations.

“The disinformation
spread by the British Foreign
Office is more evidence that it
is the NATO countries, led by
the Anglo-Saxons, who are
escalating tensions around

Ukraine,” Russian Foreign
Ministry spokeswoman Maria
Zakharova said on the
Telegram messaging app
Sunday. “We call on the British
Foreign Office to stop provoca-
tive activities, stop spreading
nonsense.”British Foreign
Secretary Liz Truss said the
information “shines a light on
the extent of Russian activity
designed to subvert Ukraine,
and is an insight into Kremlin
thinking.”

Truss urged Russia to
“deescalate, end its campaigns
of aggression and disinforma-
tion, and pursue a path of
diplomacy,” and reiterated
Britain’s view that “any Russian
military incursion into Ukraine
would be a massive strategic
mistake with severe costs.”

Britain has sent anti-tank
weapons to Ukraine as part of
efforts to bolster its defenses
against a potential Russian
attack.

Mark Galeotti, who has
written extensively on Russian
security services, told The
Associated Press “I can’t help
but be skeptical” about the
British claim.

“This is one of those situ-
ations where it is hard to know
whether what we’re facing is a
genuine threat, a misunder-
standing of the inevitable over-
tures that were being made to
various Ukrainian figures by
Russians or ‘strategic commu-
nication’ — which is what we
call propaganda these days
when we’re doing it,” said
Galeotti. who is honorary pro-

fessor of Slavonic and East
European Studies at University
College, London.

Amid diplomatic efforts
to defuse the crisis, U.K.
Defense Secretary Ben Wallace
is expected to meet Russian
Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu
for talks in Moscow. No timing
has been given for the meeting,
which would be the first U.K.-
Russia bilateral defense talks
since 2013.

The U.S. has mounted an
aggressive campaign in recent
months to unify its European
allies against a new Russian
invasion of Ukraine. The White
House called the U.K. govern-
ment assessment “deeply con-
cerning” and said it stands
with the duly elected Ukrainian
government.

“The Ukrainian people
have the sovereign right to
determine their own future,
and we stand with our demo-
cratically-elected partners in
Ukraine,” National Security
Council spokeswoman Emily
Horne said.

The assessment came as
President Joe Biden spent
Saturday at the presidential
retreat Camp David outside of
Washington huddling with his
senior national security team
about the Ukraine situation. 

A White House official
said the discussions included
efforts to de-escalate the situ-
ation with diplomacy and
deterrence measures being
coordinated closely with allies
and partners, including secu-
rity assistance to Ukraine.
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People in a Beijing district
with some 2 million resi-

dents were ordered Sunday to
undergo mass coronavirus test-
ing following a series of infec-
tions as China tightened anti-
disease controls ahead of the
Winter Olympics.

The government told peo-
ple in areas of the Chinese cap-
ital deemed at high risk for
infection not to leave the city
after 25 cases were found in the
Fengtai district and 14 else-
where.

The ruling Communist
Party is stepping up enforce-
ment of its “zero tolerance”
strategy aimed at isolating
every infected person as Beijing
prepares to open the Winter
Games on Feb. 4 under inten-
sive anti-virus controls.

On Sunday, Fengtai resi-
dents lined up on snow-cov-
ered sidewalks in freezing
weather for testing.

The Chinese capital must
“take the most resolute, decisive
and strict measures to block the
transmission chain of the epi-
demic,” a city government
spokesman, Xu Hejian, told a
news conference.“In principle,
personnel in risk areas shall not
leave Beijing,” Xu said.

Nationwide, 56 new con-
firmed infections were report-
ed in the 24 hours through
midnight Saturday. The
National Health Commission
said 37 were believed to have
been acquired abroad.China
has reported 4,636 deaths out
of 105,603 confirmed cases
and seven suspected cases since
the pandemic began.

The Olympics are being
held under strict controls that
are meant to isolate athletes,
reporters and officials from
the outside world. Athletes are
required to be vaccinated or
undergo a quarantine after
arriving in China.

Other outbreaks prompted
the government to impose trav-
el bans on the major cities of
Xi’an and Tianjin.
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New Zealand Prime Minister
Jacinda Ardern is postpon-

ing her wedding after announc-
ing new COVID-19 restrictions
Sunday following the discovery
of nine cases of the omicron
variant in a single family that
flew to Auckland to attend a
wedding.

The so-called “red setting”
of the country’s pandemic
response includes heightened
measures such as required mask
wearing and limits on gather-
ings. The restrictions will go into
effect on Monday. Ardern
stressed that “red is not lock-
down,” noting that businesses
can remain open and people can
still visit family and friends and
move freely around coun-
try.“Our plan for managing
omicron cases in the early stage

remains same as delta, where we
will rapidly test, contact trace
and isolate cases and contacts in
order to slow the spread,”
Ardern told reporters. But her
own wedding plans are on
hold.The 41-year-old prime
minister was planning to tie
knot next weekend. “I just join
many other New Zealanders
who have had an experience like
that as a result of the pandem-
ic and to anyone who’s caught up
in that scenario, I am so sorry,”
she said. 

New Zealand had been
among few remaining countries
to have avoided any outbreaks of
omicron variant, but Ardern
acknowledged last week that an
outbreak was inevitable given
high transmissibility of variant.
The country has managed to
contain spread of delta variant,
with an average of about 20 new
cases each day. It has seen an

increasing number of people
arriving into country and going
into mandatory quarantine who
are infected with omicron. That
has put strain on the quarantine
system and prompted govern-
ment to limit access for return-
ing citizens while it decides
what to do about reopening its
borders, angering many people
who want to return to New
Zealand.

About 93% of New
Zealanders aged 12 and over are
fully vaccinated, and 52% have
had a booster shot. The country
has just begun vaccinating chil-
dren aged between 5 and 11.The
family from Nelson-
Marlborough region attended a
wedding and other events while
in Auckland earlier this month,
with estimates suggesting they
came into contact with “well
over 100 people at these events,”
Ardern said.
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Farmers, cattle-breeders,
hunters and opposition sup-

porters descended Sunday on
the Spanish capital of Madrid
to protest environmental and
economic policies by Spain’s
left-of-center government that
they say are hurting rural
communities.

Sunday’s protest was orga-
nized by Alma Rural 2021, a
platform representing over 500
rural organizations from all
corners of Spain. Members of
opposition parties, ranging
from centrists to far-right sup-
porters, also attended.

The demonstration came
as Spanish politicians are cam-
paigning before an early elec-
tion in Castilla-Leon, a vast
region northeast of Madrid
where proposals against depop-
ulation and agricultural policies
are taking center stage. Carlos
Bueno, head of Alma Rural
2021, said the protest aimed to

highlight rural concerns amid
what he called “ideological”
attacks from the government.
Concerns ranged from regu-
lating prices for agricultural
products to protections for
those who breed cattle for
bullfights and more subsidies
for rural industries.Tractors

and bull carts headed the
march along a Madrid thor-
oughfare, with protesters walk-
ing from the gates of the
Ecology Transition Ministry —
the previous Environment
Ministry — to the Agriculture
Ministry. Among the many
banners held by protesters,

one read: “Farmers speak.
Who’s listening?”Spain’s
Ecological Transition Ministry
said the country’s budget for
2022 includes 4.2 billion euros
($4.7 billion) to fight the
depopulation of rural areas.
Spain’s rural world “doesn’t
need populist slogans but polit-
ical involvement and resource
to solve historical problems,” it
said in a statement.

A spat over industrial live-
stock farming has dominated
headlines for the past month
since Consumer Minister
Alberto Garzón, a member of
the far-left junior partner of the
Socialist-led administration,
criticized big cattle operations
for damaging the environment
and producing poor quality
food for export. 

His remarks caused a polit-
ical storm, created divisions
within the ruling coalition and
led to calls by right-wing oppo-
sition parties for Garzón to
resign.
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Afire erupted at a popular
nightclub in Yaounde,

Cameroon’s capital, setting off
explosions and killing at least
16 people, government officials
said Sunday. The tragedy
comes as country hosts thou-
sands of soccer players, fans
and match officials from across
continent for month-long
African Football Cup of
Nations tournament.“We are
still at the level of investigations
to find out names and nation-
alities of dead and wounded,”
said government spokesman
Rene Emmanuel Sadi.
Authorities say fire started at a
nightclub in Bastos neighbor-
hood of Cameroonian capital
and soon spread to a place
where cooking gas was being
stored.“There were loud explo-
sions from six gas bottles, caus-
ing panic in neighborhood.” the
government statement said,
adding that eight others were
injured and taken to Yaounde’s
Central Hospital.

LONDON: A former minister
in Britain’s Conservative gov-
ernment says she was told her
Muslim faith was a reason she
was fired, a claim that has
deepened the rifts roiling Prime
Minister Boris Johnson’s gov-
erning party. Former transport
minister Nusrat Ghani told
Sunday Times that when she
was demoted in 2020, a gov-
ernment whip said her
“Muslimness” was “making col-
leagues uncomfortable.”

She said she was told “there
were concerns ‘that I wasn’t
loyal to the party as I didn’t do
enough to defend party against
Islamophobia allegations.’ “It
was very clear to me that the
whips and No. 10 (Downing St.)
were holding me to a higher
threshold of loyalty than others
because of my background and
faith,” Ghani said. Chief Whip
Mark Spencer said he was per-

son Ghani was talking about,
but strongly denied her allega-
tion. “These accusations are
completely false and I consid-
er them to be defamatory,” he
wrote on Twitter. “I have never
used those words attributed to
me.”The Conservative Party
whips’ office said Ghani’s claims
“are categorically untrue.”

“The Conservative Party
does not tolerate any form of
racism or discrimination,” it
said in a statement.The prime
minister’s office said Johnson
met with Ghani to discuss her
concerns in 2020, and invited
her to file a formal complaint,
but that she didn’t do so. Several
Conservative lawmakers, how-
ever, spoke up to support
Ghani. Caroline Nokes, who
heads Parliament’s Women and
Equalities Committee, said
Ghani’s treatment had been
“appalling” and she was brave

to speak out.Education
Secretary Nadhim Zahawi
tweeted that Ghani’s allega-
tions must be “investigated
properly & racism routed out.”
His tweet ended with hashtag
“standwithNus.”

When Ghani was made a
minister in 2015, her boss,
then Transport Secretary Chris
Grayling, said it was proof
Conservatives “were a party of
opportunity.” But some have
accused party of failing to
stamp out anti-Muslim preju-
dice under Johnson, who in
2018 compared women who
wear face-covering veils to “let-
ter boxes.” Ghani’s allegation
comes after another
Conservative legislator, William
Wragg, accused party whips of
intimidating and blackmailing
members of Parliament to
ensure they supported govern-
ment. AP
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It’s been a couple of weeks since
we entered a new year with

fresh plans and renewed hopes.
We have been reading and
watching the intelligentsia shar-
ing their views and visions of
what the society in this year
would be like. Generally, these
talks revolve around the new
inventions of science or about
social and economic issues. 

However important these
inventions and issues may be,
there is hardly any forum or plat-
form where anyone ever offers
ideas, ideology or visions which
have such social, political, eco-
nomic, administrative, cultural
and health-related dimensions
that represent almost a complete
departure from what we know of
what has been in the past 20 cen-
turies. They only stretch their
human imagination, linked as it
is to what we see today and their
visions or predictions are, more
or less, a knitting-together of the
latest researches and findings,
projected by their fertile imagi-
nation into the future. What they
say is not altogether novel nor do
they give any scenes of a wonder-
land that will become a reality. 

Similarly, newspapers, mag-
azines and electronic media also
give almost the same stuff with
only little additions or changes
in perceptions, observations or
conclusions and they call some
of these changes a ‘breakthrough’.
Perhaps, these are a break-
through but what will be their
overall effect, reflected in the
emerging society is hardly dis-
cussed with any clarity, certain-
ty and coherence. They just give
bits and pieces of information
which are disjointed and no
one tells how these will fit in the
jigsaw puzzle of the new society.
They give only grains of infor-
mation; no one gives an integrat-
ed and holistic view of what soci-
ety in the coming years will be
like. No effort has ever been
made to synthesise the findings
of all branches of knowledge to
give mankind the multi-discipli-
nary sum-up or resume of the
whole thing. Perhaps, no human
being could do this because no
one is well-versed in all the
branches nor has anyone the req-
uisite time and acumen.
Moreover, the total informa-
tion provided by all kinds of
research, done in all fields of
knowledge, is so scant and
sketchy that one cannot make
out anything concrete about the
21st century, with any certainty.
Also, there are many gaps and
missing links in the information,
so much so that the knowledge
of these in future may overturn
and invalidate the current beliefs. 

If we read the history of
Philosophy, Physics, Astronomy,
Geology, Biology or Psychology,
to give a few examples, we will
find that many theories in all the
disciplines have been changing
and some of them have been
changing very frequently and

overnight. So, we cannot say that
what we have learnt is accurate
and final and will stay
unchanged at least in our life-
time. What then can, we, human
beings say about the 21st centu-
ry when we do not know
whether a nuclear world war will
start or an environmental cata-
strophe will result in grave dev-
astation of our flora, fauna and
humankind or the population
explosion and the expanding
cities will cause havoc during our
lifetime? Again, the so-called
new information or discoveries
have not yet even been delinked
from the old and the obsolete
and contradictory theories co-
exist as there is no clinching
proof of either or the paucity of
time and effort to sift the grain
from the chaff. For example,
there is no universal agreement
as to whether the mind or soul
is an entity separate from the
body or the mind is an epiphe-
nomenon of the brain. The infor-
mation we have is so inadequate
that nothing can be said with cer-
tainty that is acceptable to all. 

Further, the major and minor
events that occurred from the 20th
century till today are recorded in
history but no human being
knows their effects and after-
effects thoroughly nor has anyone
ever combined and coherently col-
lated these to give a cogent view
of what will happen as a cumula-
tive result of these. No one can cal-
culate these. We do not even know
for sure whether we are sitting on
an active volcano or that, soon, the
gates of paradise would be flung
open unto us to enter. More
importantly, we do not know
whether all these events have
been part of a well-knit plan that
has a meaning and a goal for all
of us without a single exception.
And, what is most important is
that most of us haven’t ever
thought that there is a plan of
retrieval that is being implement-
ed and there is an incognito inter-
vention of Supreme Almighty to
impart new holistic knowledge,
give a new paradigm and teach
new ways of making spiritual
efforts to usher a new era that is
almost totally different from what
we see today. So, let us look at the
21st century from that perspective.
No one can neglect or postpone
seeing the birth of this golden era
in this light. Can we?

Last year, the panchayat elections
in Bihar witnessed an increase
in the number of women con-

testing the elections. The voting for
the panchayat election took place in
11 phases. While the first phase
began on September 24, the last one
was held on December 12. As per a
report, five to 10 per cent more
women than men participated in the
panchayat elections in each phase
and won. Against a total of 4,17,772
male candidates, 4,74,917 women
contested in all the phases.

The Government of Bihar has
reserved 50 per cent of the seats in
the panchayat election for women to
motivate them to enter politics.
These provisions have helped in
increasing women’s participation in
decision-making and strengthening
women’s empowerment. In the recent
panchayat election in Bihar, women
from different rural areas have
ensured their participation through
their candidature. Interestingly,
women who have studied at presti-
gious colleges in the country and
worked in multinational companies
have also contested the elections.

Take the case of 31-year-old
Dolly, who completed her MBA
from Symbiosis International
University in Pune and worked in
several multinational companies
before deciding to enter the fray in
the recent panchayat elections. Not

only did she participate, but also won
by receiving 2,600 votes in her
favour and is currently the sarpanch
in the Shadi Pur panchayat of
Manpur block situated in the Gaya
district of Bihar. “I started working
after I passed my XII standard in
2008. I wanted to get back to my vil-
lage and work for its development.
With this vision in my mind, I
finally left my job in 2018,” said Dolly.

In 2014, she got married and has
a four-year-old daughter. Her moth-
er-in-law was the sarpanch of Shadi
Pur panchayat for eight years but,
unfortunately, died during her tenure
in November 2018. “The death of my
mother-in-law was a huge loss. An
educated and responsible person
was required to take her place and
carry out the duties. This is when I
decided to contest in 2018. With
everyone’s support, I won the elec-
tion,” she expressed. Ever since she
has been working towards the devel-
opment of the village and won the

panchayat election for the second
time.

While talking about her initia-
tives, she said, “I want to establish a
cottage industry in the village so that
more women can get work and
become financially strong. As women
in this village take an active part in
agricultural work, they will benefit
from this initiative.” On the other
hand, talking about the challenges,
Dolly informed that the biggest one
in the village is domestic violence,
which needs to be curbed. Although
women in the village complain about
it, they are afraid to take action. Over

the years, Dolly has been able to
bring several positive changes to the
village. She has also received the
Aparajita Award for Women
Empowerment in Excellence of
Gram Kachhari by Dainik Jagran for
establishing the first digitised village
office in Bihar.

Similarly, Priyanka, from
Bishanpur Gonahi panchayat in
Sonbarsa block of Sitamarhi district
in Bihar, is driven towards breaking
stereotypes through taking part in
politics. However, her journey was
not easy. Coming from an average
family, her parents did not want to
spend on her education and pre-
ferred to save money for her dowry.
Despite several hurdles, she managed
to take tuition and get an education.
Even though she had started getting
proposals when Priyanka was young,
she did not want to get married. 

“I told my brother about the sit-
uation, who was studying in Delhi.
He did not just stop the wedding but

also helped me complete my X  stan-
dard. I became the first girl from my
family to get a first division in the
exams,” Priyanka informs gladly.

In 2013, she came to Delhi with
her brother, completed her XII and
got admitted to Miranda House.
Coming from a village with a low lit-
eracy rate and getting admission to
a prestigious college in the country’s
capital is indicative of Priyanka’s grit
and spirit. She completed her educa-
tion in Philosophy. During her
course, she came to know about
India’s first MBA degree holder
sarpanch, Chhavi Rajawat, which
motivated Priyanka to become one
herself.

“In 2017, I got an opportunity to
participate in the Gramya Manthan
programme — a 10-day rural immer-
sion initiative — by the Youth
Alliance of India. And in 2018, I was
entrusted by the organisation with the
responsibility of Nibada, Kharagpur,
Badi Palia and Chhoti Palia villages
in Uttar Pradesh’s Kanpur district,
where I started a campaign named
Sham Ki Pathshala for the children
in the villages and did other develop-
mental works,” she informed.

Inspired by these works, she
returned to her village in April 2020
and started working on awareness.
Currently, there are four members in
her team, who are running the
Chetna Choupal programme under
the Gram-Chetna-Andolan initiative.
Under the programme, they visit dif-
ferent villages and inform people
about social issues. She aims to
become the sarpanch of her village
and, therefore, participated in the
recent panchayat elections. Despite
her loss in the election, she did not
lose her zeal to work towards devel-
oping her village.

Women in decision-making posi-
tions not only leads to increasing women’s
representation but also bridges the gen-
der gap in political decision making.
Given the right support and access to
resources, these women can undertake
outstanding work. And most important-
ly, society has to do away with conserv-
ative notions and discourage those who
work relentlessly towards the greater
good. As Priyanka puts it, “A woman has
to struggle more than a man to get into
politics because society wants to only see
a woman making bread and this situa-
tion is more prevalent in rural areas.”

—Charkha Features
(The author has been a 

grassroots journalist for five years
and is the winner of the UNFPA
Laadli Media Award for Gender

Sensitivity 2020 and 2021.)

Protesters were walking
back to their village post-

rally when they turned violent.
Within a flash of a second, one
person began pelting stones
and bricks in the demonstra-
tion sloganeering against the
administration. Others joined
him instantly and charged at
the police. Crowds turn unruly
and dangerous. What trans-
forms peaceful protesters into
violent agitators?

Rarely does a single
demonstrator, even if pro-
voked, becomes violent.
However, crowds easily adopt
violence. Why? According to
social psychologists, mob
mentality turns individuals
into conformists. To fit in
with the rest of the group,
individuals, including law-
abiding individuals, become
irrational. Driven by the mob’s
mind they blindly follow oth-
ers actions.

A single person tends to
behave or act independently
but that person, in a crowd,
loses his inhibitions, defers
blame, responsibility, account-
ability and/or judgment in a
crowd. He assumes group
identity ignoring his guiding
inner voice. In the crowd, he
does what he would otherwise
term as unlawful.

Moreover, as humans have
instinctive responses, their
responses intensify by group
influences. Such situations
can become dangerous. The
‘larger the group the greater
the amplification of that crowd
behaviour’. History and even
present times have several
examples of a mob killing

those who committed blas-
phemy or were accused of
being witches. 

Let’s understand mob
behaviour based on three
major psychological theories.
The Contagion theory, for
example, is where one learns
to smoke from a friend. It’s
nearly a magnetic influence as
a non-smoker feels it’s okay to
smoke. According to the
Convergence theory, people
with common interests, moti-
vation, and goals align, for
example, college students or
civil activists protesting against
the administration. The
Emergent-norm theory
explains that mob behaviour
results in collective action.
People under strain assume a
new norm and are stimulated
to act both anti-socially and
against their rationale. There
are many examples of commu-
nal riots in our history.

Floyd Henry Allport, the
father of experimental social
psychology. holds this view:
‘The origin of crowd response
is not by crowd members and
the stimulus situation but it is
the prepotent trend of the
individual himself ’. The trend
escalates with crowd stimulus.

While there can be many

factors leading to unlawful
mob behaviour, Jung and
Martin explain the cause for
crowd behaviour. They say
that ‘every individual pos-
sesses the innate ability for
mob behaviour’. The ability is
adjusted with socialisation by
social conditioning and social
training. However, in a crowd
situation, humans are pos-
sessed by the primitive,
unconscious impulses that
abort social conditioning and
training. So, do humans
become more powerful in
crowds and give expression to
their suppressions? Or are we
humans responsible for our
conduct regardless of the pre-
disposition to adopt mob
mentality for conforming to
groups?

Consider this scenario to
understand mob mentality.
All the villagers draw water
from a well. Until one day, the
king and his Minister see that
all those who drank water
from the well have become
insane. In a few days, all of
them turn mad and they say
that the king and the minister
are mad. Later, these two con-
fer and later decide that it’s
best for them to also drink
water from the well if they

want to survive in the village.
Further, Jung and Martin

say that our suppressions and
repressions lead to such
behaviour. What is the solu-
tion?

Osho says: “When you
are angry with someone and
you throw your anger at him,
you are creating a chain reac-
tion. Now he too will be
angry. This may continue for
the rest of your lives and you
will go on being enemies.

How can you end it? There is
only one possibility. You can
end it only in meditation,
nowhere else, because in med-
itation you are not angry with
someone: you are simply
angry.”

This difference is basic.
You are not angry with some-
one. You are simply angry and
the anger is released into the
cosmos. You are not hateful
towards anyone. If hate comes,
you are simply hateful and the

hate is thrown out. In medi-
tation, emotions are not
addressed. They are unad-
dressed. They move into the
cosmos, and the cosmos puri-
fies everything.

It is just like a dirty river
falling into the ocean: the
ocean will purify it... In med-
itation, you are throwing
yourself into the cosmos to be
purified. All the energy that
you throw is purified in the
cosmos. The cosmos is so vast
and so great an ocean, you
cannot make it dirty. In med-
itation, we are not related to
persons. In meditation, we are
related directly to the cos-
mos.”

“To grow one’s own
insight, one needs to be
deeply meditative, very alert
and aware. The crowd lives a
kind of sleepy, unconscious
life; it makes no effort at
awareness; it  lives in a
mechanical, robot-like.”

Osho says: Why do peo-
ple feel so happy in a crowd?
Why does happiness in a
crowd become so infectious?
Because in a group they fall,
they become unconscious.
They lose their individuality.
Then they are happy, then
there is no worry, then there
is no responsibility…Beware
of mobocracy and be alert.

It would be appropriate to
end this in Osho’s words: “A
group can have a mind — not
a soul.”
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Raj Bawa and Angkrish
Raghuvanshi smashed fine cen-

turies as India recorded their second-
highest score in an Under-19 Men's
Cricket World Cup match to crush
Uganda by a massive 326 runs, as the
four-time champions went through as
group winners to the Super League of
the ICC U-19 World Cup at the Brian
Lara Stadium here on Sunday (IST).

Thanks to opener Raghuvanshi's
120-ball 144 and Bawa's unbeaten 162
off just 108 deliveries, which came at
a strike rate of 150, India notched up
405 for 5 in the allotted 50 overs and
then bundled out their opponents for
just 79 runs, winning their last Group
B match by 326 runs. India will now
take on defending champions
Bangladesh in the quarterfinal at the
Coolidge Cricket Ground on January
29. India's 405/5 is only behind their
425/3 against Scotland in 2004. In the
game, Shikhar Dhawan had slammed
an unbeaten 155, the previous high-
est individual score for India at an ICC

Under-19 Men's Cricket World Cup.
Earlier, Bawa and Raghuvanshi

powered India past several batting
records as they set Uganda an insur-
mountable total of 405. After captain
Nishant Sindu fell for 15 in the 16th
over, Raghuvanshi and Bawa worked
together to add 206 runs in 22.4 overs.
Opener Raghuvanshi was eventually
dismissed for 144 runs. Bawa then
continued to pile on the runs as
Kaushal Tambe and Dinesh Bana
made useful cameos.

By the time the left-hander Bawa
reached 150, 66 per cent of his runs
had come from boundaries and at the
close of the innings, he held the high-
est score of the tournament, surpass-
ing the 154 not out from England's
Tom Prest, to end with 162 from 108
balls including 14 fours and eight
sixes. Uganda's challenge got even
tougher as opener Isaac Ategeka was
forced to retire having been struck on
the forearm by a
RajvardhanHangargekar delivery. The
right-arm seamer then dismissed his
replacement Cyrus Kakuru for a

first-ball duck off the final ball of an
eventful first over.

Captain Pascal Murungi, who
earlier took Uganda's best figures of
3/72, batted bravely for 34 but could
not stop the inevitable victory as
Uganda ended on 79 for nine from
19.4 overs with Ategeka unable to
retake the field. The 326-run victory
is India's largest at an ICC Under-19
Men's Cricket World Cup.
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Deepak Chahar's fighting fifty
(54 off 34 balls) went in vain
as South Africa beat India
by four runs in the third and

final ODI to complete a 3-0 whitewash
in the three-match series, here on
Sunday.

A fantastic century by Quinton de
Kock (124 off 130) helped South
Africa post a challenging 287 in 49.5
overs. Apart from de Kock, Rassie van
der Dussen (52 off 59) and David
Miller (39 off 38) also played vital
knocks for the Proteas.

Prasidh Krishna (3/59), Jasprit
Bumrah (2/52), Deepak Chahar
(2/53), and Yuzvendra Chahal (1/47)
were the wicket-takers for India.

In reply, Shikhar Dhawan (61 off
73) and Virat Kohli (65 off 84) played
important knocks but India were in
deep trouble at one point after losing
quick wickets during middle overs.
However, Deepak Chahar's knock
under pressure ignited hopes and kept
India in the game till the time he was
at the crease.

Once Deepak got out in the first
ball of the 48th over, it was curtains
for India as South Africa cleaned up
the last two wickets too quickly to seal
a 3-0 whitewash. In the end, the hosts
were bowled out for 283 in 49.2 overs.

Phehlukwayo 3/40 was the most
successful bowler for South Africa.

India rallied to bowl out South
Africa for 287 after opener Quinton
de Kock struck an attacking century

and Rassie van der Dussen continued
his sublime form with a 52-run knock
in the third and final ODI here on
Sunday.

De Kock struck 124 off 130 balls
and added 144 runs for the fourth
wicket with van der Dussen before
India put the brakes on the home
team's scoring by sending back both
the batters in quick succession.

The home team has already taken
a winning 2-0 lead in the series.

After that, David Miller con-
tributed a 38-ball 39 before the

innings ended with a ball to spare.
With his sixth ODI century, de

Kock equalled AB de Villiers' record
of scoring the most hundreds against
India by a South African.

KL Rahul's decision to bowl first
worked straightaway as Deepak
Chahar (2/53) had opener Janneman
Malan (1) caught behind with just
eight runs on the board at the start of
the third over.

It was a big wicket for the Indians
as Malan came into the inconsequen-
tial final ODI on the back of a neat 91-

run knock in the Proteas' series-
clinching second ODI win at Paarl.

And credit for that must go to
Chahar who got his fullish delivery to
move away after angling it in, leaving
Malan clueless.

A direct hit from India skipper KL
Rahul from mid-off, ended his in-
form counterpart Temba Bavuma's
brief stay in the middle as the batter
failed to reach the non-striker's end
in time.

Bavuma making his way back to
the dressing room for eight runs was

another big break for India as the
South Africa captain had scored a cen-
tury in the opening fixture and also
looked solid in the second outing.

After bagging two wickets in the
powerplay, India seemed to be head-
ed in the right direction when Aiden
Markram's attempted pull shot failed
to clear substitute fielder Ruturaj
Gaikwad in the deep square leg
region, leaving the hosts at 70 for three
in the 13th over.

However, the duo of De Kock and
Van der Dussen got together and
forged an excellent partnership, mix-
ing caution with aggression to deflate
the Indian bowling attack.

De Kock moved into the 90s with
two boundaries and then produced a
flat-batted six straight over Prasidh
Krishna's (3/59) head.

But he got stuck on 99 for a while
before finally getting to the three-fig-
ure mark by driving Shreyas Iyer to
the left of sweeper cover for two runs.

Van der Dussen hit Yuzvendra
Chahal through mid-wicket for four,
as the two upped the ante with their
vast range of strokes on all sides of the
wicket.

But just when it looked like the
two batters were taking the game away
form India, the visitors got rid of both
of them.

De Kock got out to a Jasprit
Bumrah (2/52) short ball, giving
Shikhar Dhawan a simple catch at
deep square leg, and then, Chahal had
van der Dussen brilliant caught by Iyer
in the deep. 

�	�
�� 0'���'./#

Former head coach Ravi
Shastri has said that Rohit

Sharma should be made a full-
time Test captain of India, pro-
vided the senior batter can
maintain his fitness.

Rohit was appointed as
India's Test vice-captain in
December last year.

However, the Mumbai
Indi'ns' skipper was not able to
travel with the Indian team to
South Africa due to a hamstring
injury he picked up last year.

KL Rahul was then appoint-
ed Kohli's deputy ahead of the
tour of South Africa. But after
Virat stepped down from Test
captaincy, the search for next
leader has begun.

To this, Shastri came for-
ward and shared his view.

"If Rohit is fit, why can't he
be the captain in Tests too. He
was appointed vice-captain for
the South Africa series but he
couldn't go there because of
injuries. So why not, if he was
made the vice-captain, why can't
he be promoted to captaincy."
Shastri told India Today.

Rohit, who is likely to lead
India across all formats, is cur-
rently 34 and India is certainly
going to look towards grooming
a youngster for the leadership
role in the future and Shastri bats
for Rishabh Pant.

He said the 24-year-old
wicketkeeper-batter should be
kept in mind when the selectors
and the team management are
discussing the future captain.

"Rishabh is a tremendous
young player. As a coach, I was
very fond of him, his attitude
and the good thing about him
was that he would always listen
to you.

"A lot of people say, he
always does what he wants but
that's not true. He reads the
game well and would always put
my team effort first than self. So,
he should always be kept in
mind for leadership," Shastri
added.

�	�
�� �7"�#�

South Africa opener Janneman
Malan and Pakistan pacer

Fatima Sana were on Sunday
adjudged as the ICC emerging
players of the year for 2021 in
men's and women's respectively.

Malan, named in ICC's ODI
eleven of the year, had a stunning
run in 2021 with the bat, making
715 runs in 17 international match-
es at 47.66 Average and 101.85
strike-rate, including two cen-
turies and three fifties. He played
a total of eight ODIs and nine
T20Is in the year, but it was the 50-
over format where he showed his
real potential.

"It is a privilege to be named
the ICC Men's Emerging Cricketer
of the Year. I would like to thank
my family, my support system, and

my team for the opportunity. My
favourite innings of the year came
in Sri Lanka where I had to bat the

full fifty overs, whilst I was cramp-
ing. It was personally a big innings
for me to keep batting and fight

through the pain and be in a posi-
tion to help my team win the
game," said Malan.

His voyage started with the
T20I series in Pakistan, followed by
another ODI and T20I series
against the same side at home. At
the end of those two series, he had
already shown the world his abil-
ity with two excellent knocks of 70
and 55 in Centurion.

But his moment of fame
arrived when he smashed an
unbeaten 177, the fourth highest
score by a South African in ODIs,
against Ireland in Dublin. He fol-
lowed that up with another excel-
lent knock of 121 against Sri
Lanka in Colombo and thus ended
the year on a good note.

Malan's most impactful knock
was an unbeaten 177 against
Ireland. 
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India skipper Mithali Raj believes too much impor-
tance is being given to strike rate and wants her bat-

ters to focus on playing knocks and stitching part-
nership to lead the team to victory.

With the 2022 Cricket World Cup coming in New
Zealand, Mithali gave an example of Australia's Beth
Mooney's unbeaten knock of 125, where she start-
ed slow and then accelerated to win the match for
her team, as a template for the Indian batters to fol-
low.

"I think isn't too much importance given to strike-
rate by all? It is always spoken when it comes to bat-
ting or putting up big totals. I just wanted to know
if you all follow the strike rate of Indian players or
players from all around the world? If you might give
an opportunity to me to enlighten, in the Australia
series itself, the decider game which Australia won,
Beth Mooney scored her 50 in 80-odd balls," said
Mithali in the pre-departure virtual press conference.

"But she went on to play a match-winning innings
for her team. As for me, I believe that cricket is a game
played on the situations on the ground and yes, it is
important we keep it in mind that we need to have
a healthy strike rate. But at the end of the day, it is
about how the batting unit revolves and the depth

of the batting unit in our team," added Mithali.
She further explained, "When we have to score

250-270, we need to have a healthy strike rate, but
having said we will not entirely focus on strike rate,
it is important to play an innings to win and build
partnerships. That happens not because of strike rate
but because you apply and play according to the sit-
uation on the ground."

"Sometimes, you have to play fast but sometimes
you have to play to get your team out of a hole too.
There will always be areas to address, any team. no
team is perfect and we will be looking to post a total
of around 250-270 consistently and that requires a
top-order to score runs and be consistent."

India will depart for New Zealand on January 24
to play a T20I and five ODIs against the hosts' before
attempting to win their first World Cup trophy after
being runners-up in 2005 and 2017. Mithali point-
ed towards contributions from the lower-middle order
being a positive for the team.

"Something which we were quite happy about is
the contribution of our lower-order, like Jhulan and
Pooja Vastrakar, not only perform with the ball but
with the bat as well. Then there's Sneh Rana, who's
performed with both ball and bat. So, it is very good
to see the lower-middle order actually contributing.
So, that helps to have a depth in the team and small-

er tail, I would say."
Talking about young pacers Meghna Singh and

Renuka Singh Thakur, Mithali felt the duo will per-
form well with support staff and veteran pacer Jhulan
Goswami around. "They might lack the experience
but Meghna has done well in the Australia series. I
guess Jhulan is an experienced bowler in the set-up.
She worked very well with the youngsters in the series
and as far as Renuka is concerned when I saw her
in the Australia series, she came across as somebody
who is very competitive."

"She had a very good domestic season with wick-
ets. It's important to give players an opportunity when
they are in rhythm and performing. I am sure they
will do well with the support staff we have and hav-
ing Jhulan, I am sure she will be sharing her expe-
riences of bowling in these conditions with the young-
sters who will respond very positively."

Life has come full circle for Mithali, who first fea-
tured in the World Cup in 2000 in New Zealand and
will now lead India in her sixth appearance in the
mega event. "I think it has been a wonderful jour-
ney, not an easy one. There have been struggles too
but there have been good times as well. I think it has
come a full circle, my first World Cup was in 2000
in New Zealand and here I am flying to New Zealand
for my sixth World Cup."
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England's T20 International series against
hosts West Indies got off to a disappoint-

ing start with the Eoin Morgan-led side suf-
fering a nine-wicket defeat in a D/N match at
the Kensington Oval on Sunday (IST).

West Indies all-rounder Jason Holder came
up with career-best T20 bowling figures of four
wickets for seven runs in 3.4 overs as the hosts
restricted England to just 103 in 19.4 overs.
Then, an unbeaten half-century from Brandon
King saw West Indies score an easy win in the
opening game of the five-match series.

The hosts started the rot with the wicket
of Jason Roy in the first over of play, and did-
n't look back in a dominating performance
from their bowlers.

Kieron Pollard's men were unrelenting
with the ball and in the field, restricting the
tourists to 26/4 in the Powerplay. Holder
claimed Tom Banton and Moeen Ali in suc-
cessive deliveries, as Sheldon Cottrell (2/30 off
four overs) made his mark at the other end.

Cottrell removed Roy, and the left-armer
picked up James Vince (14 from 12 balls), who
threatened to launch English resurgence.

The fourth wicket brought Sam Billings to
the middle, just a week after his Test debut in
Hobart against Australia. The wicketkeeper-
batter was unable to hang around with cap-
tain Morgan, missing an AkealHosein deliv-
ery on the charge and stumped for just two.

On top of the West Indies' execution of
plans, England's batting capitulation was as
much down to mistakes at crucial moments,
with a poor call running between wickets the
reason for Liam Dawson's downfall.

Misjudging a quick single, Dawson fell to
his knees in an attempt to skip back into his
ground, with Pollard finishing a simple throw
to Nicholas Pooran for the run out.
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England opener Tammy
Beaumont on Sunday was

voted as the ICC Women's T20I
Cricketer of the Year for 2021.
Tammy beat competition from
fellow team-mate Nat Sciver,
India's Smriti Mandhana and
Ireland's Gaby Lewis to win the
award.

Tammy was England's high-
est run-getter in the year 2021 in
T20Is, and third-highest overall

in the world with 303 runs in nine
matches at an average of 33.66,
including three half-centuries.

"It's a huge privilege to win
the ICC Women's T20I Cricketer
of the Year Award. I've worked
incredibly hard on my T20 game
in the last few years. My T20I
career has had its ups and downs
and I don't think I've always been
known for my T20 abilities, so
this award gives me a huge
amount of confidence," said
Tammy.

In a low-scoring series against
New Zealand away from home,
Tammy was the top run-scorer
and was awarded the 'Player of
the Series' for amassing 102 runs
in three matches. Her 53-ball 63
in the second match put England
in a winning position after they
lost two wickets in the Powerplay.
She scored a brilliant fifty against
India, though it went in vain after
a lower-order collapse.
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Afghanistan and Bangladesh
scored big wins against their

rivals, Zimbabwe and UAE, respec-
tively as they advanced to the
Super League quarterfinals on the
final day of group-stage matches in
the Under-19 ICC Cricket World
Cup on Sunday (IST).

In Group C, Afghanistan came
out on top, securing a 109-run win
over Zimbabwe to progress, while
Bangladesh triumphed in another
winner-takes-all game, beating the
UAE by nine wickets (D/L method)
in a Group A match.

In the quarterfinal on January
27, Afghanistan will take on Sri
Lanka, while on January 29, defend-
ing champions Bangladesh will
meet India for a place in the last-
four.

At the Diego Martin Sporting
Complex in Trinidad, Suliman

Safi's century helped Afghanistan to
victory, with the skipper putting on
111 from 118 balls, including 14
fours and three sixes. Safi's efforts
helped Afghanistan move to 261/6
as he was dismissed on the final ball
of the innings.

Four other batters posted scores
of over 20, with opener
NageyaliaKharote contributing a
half-century from 45 balls.

Alex Falao was the pick of the
bowlers for Zimbabwe as he took
3/54 from his 10 overs to move on
to eight wickets for the tournament
so far. In reply, Zimbabwe opener
Matthew Welch led the charge
with Steven Saul contributing nine
to the score before being given out
leg before wicket to leave his side
on one for 49.

Welch's next two partners could
add only one run to the total
before it was Welch's turn to fall
having made 53 from 61 balls.
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Pakistan eased to one of the most
facile wins in the current edition

of the Under-19 ICC Cricket
World, thrashing Papua New
Guinea by nine wickets in a low-
scoring Group C game at the
Queen's Park Oval here on Sunday
(IST). They will clash with Australia

in the Super League quarterfinal at
the Sir Vivian Richards Cricket
Ground on January 28.

Papua New Guinea were bun-
dled out for just 50 in 22.4 overs,
with five batters being dismissed for
ducks. Seventeen-year-old Pakistan
opener and right-arm pace bowler
Muhammad Shehzad grabbed five
wickets for seven runs in his 6.4

overs as the opponents could man-
age just one double-digit score --
from opener Christopher Kilapat
(11 off 30 balls). Papua New Guinea
started positively as Kilapat and
Boio Ray put on 24 for the first
wicket. However, once the wicket
of Kilapat fell Papua New Guinea
lost the next nine wickets for 26
runs.
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Two-time Olympic medalist PV
Sindu defeated Malvika Bansod 21-

13, 21-16 to win her second title at the
Syed Modi India International
Badminton Tournament at UP
Badminton Academy on Sunday.

Bansod, who defeated Saina
Nehwal in the recently-concluded
India Open, failed to present any chal-
lenge to Sindhu as the top seed wind-
ed up the final match in just 35 min-
utes.

Sindhu never let the young Bansod
settle down with her smashes and
crosscourt drops at any point of the
match. Sindhu raced to a 7-0 lead inside
the first three minutes and kept the
charge on to pocket the game quite com-
fortably in 14 minutes.

The second game saw a similar pat-
tern with the world No 7 leading 11-4
at the mid-game interval. Bansod, the
world No. 84, mounted a comeback and
reduced the lead at 17-12 but the expe-
rienced Sindhu went on to seal the match
in straight games. 

Notably, this was the first meeting
between the 20-year-old MalvikaBansod
and PV Sindhu at the international cir-
cuit. Bansod, who clinched the All-India
Senior Ranking Championships in

December, had beaten the London
2012 Olympic bronze medallist Saina
Nehwal at the India Open, earlier this
month.

This is Sindhu's second title at the
tournament after her first win in 2017.

The men’s final was marred by the
COVID-19 and was declared a ‘No
match’ after Arnaud Merkle of France
tested positive for coronavirus infec-
tion.

His opponent Lucas Claerbout,
who was also Merkle’s roommate, was
also forced to leave the tournament due
to close contact.

Earlier, in the mixed doubles, the
seventh seeded pair of Ishaan
Bhatnagar and Tanisha Crasto defeat-
ed T Hema Nagendra Babu and
Srivedya Gurazada 21-16, 21-12 to
annex the title.

Seventh-seeded Indian pair of
Treesa Jolly and Gayatri Gopichand lost
to eighth-seeded Malaysian pair of
Anna Ching Yik Cheong and Teoh Mei
Xing 12-21, 13-21 in the women's dou-
bles final.

It was a silver for Indian men’s dou-
bles pair also as Krishna Prasad Garaga
and Vishnuvardhan Goud Panjala
were beaten by Malaysian pair of Man
Wei Chong and Tee Kai Wun 15-21,
18-21.
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India had to withdraw from the ongoing AFC
Women's Asian Cup football competition on

Sunday as the hosts failed to name their team
for the match against Chinese Taipei because
of injuries and Covid positive tests.

The rules specify that a team should be
able to put up a bare minimum of 13 players
to compete in a match. The Indians had only
11 players fit and available to play Sunday's
match against Chinese Taipei at the DY Patil
Stadium here. Of the 23 players in the squad,
two players had to isolate themselves as they
tested positive on the eve of India's opening
match in the competition on January 20.

Sources said on Saturday, the hosts had 13
players that were not down with Covid-19 but
two of them were injured. The two injured
players could not recover in time and thus a
team could not be named for the match against
the Chinese Taipei.

"The Asian Football Confederation (AFC)
has confirmed that the AFC Women's Asian
Cup India 2022 match between Chinese
Taipei and India at the D.Y. Patil Stadium in
Navi Mumbai could not be played today," the
AFC said in a statement on Sunday.

"Following several positive cases of Covid-
19, India failed to name the required minimum
of 13 players for the Group A match against
Chinese Taipei," said the statement.

"In accordance with Article 4.1 of the
'Special Rules Applicable to AFC Competitions
during the COVID-19 pandemic' (Special
Rules), India was therefore unable to partici-
pate in the match and the full provisions of
Article 4.1 will apply," the statement said.

Article 4.1 of the 'Special Rules Applicable
to AFC Competitions during Covid-19 pan-
demic' states, "If a Participating
Team/Participating Club has less than thirteen
(13) Participating Players (including one (1)
goalkeeper) available for a Match for any rea-
son (whether or not relating to Covid-19), the
relevant Participating Team/Participating Club
shall not be able to participate in the Match.
Such Participating Team/Participating Club
shall be held responsible for the Match not tak-
ing place and shall be considered to have with-
drawn from the relevant Competition. The rel-
evant Participating Team/Participating Club
and its affiliated Member Association shall be
subject to the provisions of the relevant
Competition regulations regarding the conse-
quences of withdrawal, as applicable."
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India's Sania Mirza and her
American partner Rajeev

Ram advanced to the quarter-
finals of the 2022 Australian
Open mixed doubles event
after beating Australia's Ellen
Perez and MatweMiddelkoop of
the Netherlands, here on
Sunday.

Mirza-Ram won their sec-
ond-round match 7(8)-6(6), 6-
4 in one hour and 27 minutes.

The Indo-American pair
got off to a bad start and trailed

2-0 in the opening stages of the
first set. However, they struck
back to level up the score at 6-
6 and stretched the set into a
tiebreaker.

Sania and Ram had a bet-
ter start in the second set, rac-
ing to a 2-0 lead. The experi-
enced duo, with no unforced
errors, then won the set com-
fortably.

In the quarters, Sania Mirza
and Rajeev Ram will now face
the winner of the match
between Australian wild card
pairs Samantha Stosur-Matthew

Ebden and Jaimee Fourlis-Jason
Kubler. Notably, both Mirza and
Ram have won the Australian
Open mixed doubles title before
with different partners. While
Sania Mirza won the Grand
Slam in 2009 with Mahesh
Bhupati, Ram won the 2019 and
2021 mixed doubles events
with BarboraKrejcikova.

The 35-year-old Sania is the
only Indian left in the compe-
tition after Rohan Bopanna
made a first-round exit in
mixed doubles event on
Saturday.
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Canadian star Denis Shapovalov
remained calm and composed as

he booked his Australian Open quar-
terfinal berth with a 6-3, 7-6(5), 6-3
victory over world No. 3 and Tokyo
Olympic Games gold medallist
Alexander Zverev of Germany at the
Melbourne Park on Sunday.

Shapovalov has now set up a
quarterfinal showdown with Spanish
stalwart Rafael Nadal, who is aiming
for his second Australian Open crown
after the title triumph in 2009.

The searing Melbourne heat could
not stop Shapovalov from extinguish-
ing the hopes Zverev in the duo's first
meeting at a major. 

The 14th-seeded Canadian had to
take an ice bath after his gruelling five-
setter against world No. 54 Soonwoo
Kwon of South Korea in the second-
round, but he kept a cool head

throughout the tough encounter to
brush past an inconsistent Zverev in
the fourth round. "It's probably the one
I least expected to finish in three
(sets)," Shapovalov was quoted as
saying by atptour.com on Sunday.
"I'm very happy with my perfor-
mance, definitely happy with where
my game is at."

With his returns sharp as ever,
Shapovalov broke Zverev early for a 3-
1 lead, the German dropping just his
third service game of the tournament
on the way to also losing his first set
in Melbourne this year.

Zverev looked frustrated as
Shapovalov broke the German again
immediately in the second. But seven
double faults in the set from the
Canadian helped Zverev claw back.
Serving for the set at 5-3, Zverev's
inconsistency again came to the fore
at crucial moments and Shapovalov
forced a tie-break. The Canadian

looked more comfortable of the two,
winning 7/5.

"I think off the ground I was play-
ing really well, really feeling my shots
off both wings," said Shapovalov. "I
played pretty smart today, it felt
like things were going my way
early on. I lost a little bit of
momentum mid-way in the
second set but fought well to
come back and just kind of
rolled with it after."

Shapovalov's opponent in the
quarterfinals will be Nadal, after the
sixth-seed defeated Adrian Mannarino
of France 7-6(14), 6-2, 6-2. Nadal
holds a 3-1 lead in the ATP head-
to-head against Shapovalov.

always an honour to go up
against a guy like Rafa," said
Shapovalov. "It's always going to
be a battle against him. It's going
to be a tough one and I'm defi-
nitely going to enjoy it."
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Eight-time champions China vir-
tually sealed a place in the

quarter-finals and underlined their
AFC Women's Asian Cup 2022 title
credentials by cruising to a 7-0 win
over Iran at Mumbai Football
Arena here on Sunday. Wang
Shuang scored a birthday brace,
Wang Shanshan too scored a dou-
ble, Xiao Yuyi and Tang Jiali con-
tributed a goal each while Iran's
Fatemeh Adeli scored an own goal
as Shui Qingxia's side continued
their blistering start to the tourna-
ment and set their sights towards
the latter stages of the competition.
The result leaves Iran's quarter-final
ambitions hinging on Wednesday's
clash against Chinese Taipei, which

is likely to be pivotal to both sides'
knockout stage hopes.

As expected, China dominat-
ed the match, enjoying 80.4 percent
possession, and attempted 23 shots
and 12 of them on target, resulting
in six goals. Iran could get only one
shot on target. The Steel Roses
returned to the scene of Thursday's
4-0 win over Chinese Taipei eager
to build on their fast start, and they
quickly assumed control against a
deep-lying Iranian defence.

Wang Shanshan forced a strong
save from ZohrehKoudaei in the
10th minute, and the star goalkeep-
er got down low to deny the
Chinese captain once again five
minutes later, continuing the form
which saw her voted Player of the
Match in Thursday's 0-0 draw

against India. It seemed that it
would take something special to
beat Iran's number one, and that's
exactly what Wang Shuang provid-
ed in the 28th minute, picking out
the bottom corner with a perfect-
ly directed left-footed effort from
the edge of the box to celebrate her
27th birthday in style. Coach
Maryam Irandoost's Iran side was
never easily broken down, but
China produced a move that would
have picked apart the very best
defences just before halftime, with
Zhang Xin's slide-rule pass setting
up Xiao Yuyi, who duly caressed the
ball into the net to make it 2-0 two
minutes before half-time. Iran's
dynamic teenage striker
NeginZandi was introduced at
half-time as they looked for a way

back into the match, but their cause
suffered a significant blow when
MelikaMotevalli clumsily fouled
Chinese substitute Li Mengwen,
with Wang Shuang easily beating
Koudaei from the penalty spot to
make the points all but safe in the
49th minute. The earlier intensity
of the game now noticeably absent,
Wang Shanshan extended the lead
when she poked home Xiao Yuyi's
cross in the 55th minute, and the
same duo teamed up four minutes
later to increase the tally to 5-0.

China's superior fitness and
technique was evident throughout
the second half, and they duly
added a sixth through Tang Jiali
77th minute, with the Tottenham
forward finding the net with the

swerving effort 15 minutes. 
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All India Football Federation (AIFF)
president Praful Patel described

India's inability to put up the minimum
required players for the AFC Women's
Asian Cup Group A match against
Chinese Taipei in Navi Mumbai due to
Covid-19 cases and injuries as the
unfortunate situation and sought support
for the players.

"We are as disappointed as probably
the entire nation would be right now
with this unwarranted situation.
However, the players' health and well-
being are of paramount importance to
us, and it cannot be compromised
under any circumstances. I wish all the

infected players and team officials a swift
and full recovery. They will be well sup-
ported by the AIFF and AFC," he said
in a statement on Sunday.

Patel said the team is heartbroken
and said that despite taking all precau-
tions, so many players and support staff
were stricken by Covid-19.

"The team is heartbroken, and I
request all to respect their feelings and
sentiments," he said.

"I am proud of the great promise the
team showed in their first match, and am
confident that they will prove their met-
tle in the near future," Patel, also a FIFA
council member, stated.

"This is not the end of the world. The
promise on display in the first match
against IR Iran was there for all to see
and I am confident they will bounce back
from this temporary setback," he added.

"Unfortunately, this happened to us
despite the best measures put in place,
and it is sheer bad luck that it happened
to us. Let there be no fingers pointed at
any. We need to understand this is a pan-
demic situation, and no bubble is fool-
proof around the world," the AIFF chief
said.

Patel said the AIFF will continue to
support the Blue Tigresses and was sure
that the players will come back stronger.

"Our support for the Blue Tigresses
will continue, and we will work to ensure
that our players come back stronger. The
AIFF also thanks the fans and is grate-
ful for their continuous support in the
joint endeavour to take Indian Football
Forward Together," the AIFF President
averred.

The AFC said as of now the tourna-
ment will go ahead as per schedule with
the final scheduled on February 6.
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Top-ranked Ashleigh Barty booked
her place in the 2022 Australian Open

quarter-finals with a win over Amanda
Anisimova, here on Sunday.

Top seed Barty beat 20-year-old
Anisimova 6-4, 6-3 in a 74-minute clash.
She will meet No 21 seed Jessica Pegula,
who reached the last eight in Melbourne
for the second straight season after defeat-
ing No 5 seed Maria Sakkari of Greece 7-
6(0), 6-3. With this win, Barty's quest to
become the first home women's champi-
on at the Australian Open since Chris
O'Neil in 1978 remains alive. In her pre-
vious second-week showings, she lost in
the 2019 quarter-finals to Petra Kvitova,
the 2020 semifinals to Sofia Kenin and the
2021 quarter-finals to Karolina Muchova.

During Sunday's outing, Barty's
progress was not all smooth sailing. At
times, she was outhit by bold drive volleys
and down-the-line winners from
Anisimova. She gave her younger oppo-
nent openings with a smattering of dou-

ble faults (three, two of which came con-
secutively) and unforced errors (17, out-
weighed by 23 winners).

However, the World No 1 found solid
one-two punches to wriggle out of her
tightest service games in the first set, and
a couple of moments of magic with
delightfully angled backhand slice winners
to break Anisimova for the first time. Her
crafty variation on the slice paid dividends
throughout, repeatedly tangling
Anisimova up tactically and technically.

The 25-year oldBarty also raised her
level to accelerate toward the finishing line
of both sets. The first three of her seven
total aces came in her final two service
games of the first. And in the second,
Anisimova held two game points to hold
for a 4-3 lead, only for Barty to reel off 12
of the next 14 points to take the win.

�	�
�� �0�/'#%�N7!�O�

Francis Ngannou's win in UFC 270 over inter-
im champ CirylGane has put the organisers

in a spot.
The heavyweight champion, who took on

Gane in a five-round clash at the Honda
Centre in Anaheim, California, has made it clear
that he will not fight again unless he is given a
considerable fee hike.

So far, UFC President Dana White has been
reluctant to consider it. The fight was a literal

and figurative clash of titans with both men
standing at 6 feet 4 inches and weighing in well
over 230 pounds.

Both fighters also share a considerable his-
tory having been long-time sparring partners
and this was evident throughout the fight with
Gane winning the first two rounds on the feet,
nullifying the Cameroonian's scary knockout
power, no doubt due to being used to it in the
sparring sessions they have together. But
Ngannou showed that he too had learnt lessons
from those sessions as he proceeded to turn
around the fight in the next three rounds by
repeatedly taking down the French kickboxer,
leaving him helpless as he couldn't wrestle away
from the Champion's considerable frame.

The fight between the former training
partners wasn't the only title clash on the card,
however, with the co-main event being contest-
ed for the flyweight championship between
incumbent champ Brandon Moreno and
DeivesonFigueiredo.

This was the third battle for the title
between the pair with the first two matches end-
ing in a draw and a win for Moreno which saw
him snatch away Figueiredo's crown.
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