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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday interact-

ed with “Pradhan Mantri
Rashtriya Bal Puraskar”
awardees via video conference
and called for “drawing energy
from the past” and “dedicating
oneself to achieving great
results in the coming 25 years
of the Amrit kaal”. 

Digital certificates were
conferred on the awardees for
the years 2022 and 2021 using
Blockchain Technology.

This technology was used
for the first time for giving cer-
tificates to awardees. Union

Women and Child
Development Minister Smriti
Zubin Irani and Dr Munjpara
Mahendrabhai, her Minister of
State, were among those pre-
sent on the occasion.

Interacting with Master
Avi Sharma of Indore, the
Prime Minister enquired about
the secret of his prolific output
with regard to various aspects
of Ramayana. Master Avi
Sharma said he got the inspi-
ration by the broadcasting of
the serial Ramayana during the
lockdown. Avi also recited
some couplets from his cre-
ation.

Continued on Page 11
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The minimum temperatures
in northwest and central

India is likely to drop by three
to five degrees Celsius over the
next five days, leading to severe
cold in Delhi and parts of
Punjab, Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Gujarat
and Maharashtra

Cold day to severe cold day
conditions are very likely over
parts of Punjab, Haryana,
Delhi, Uttarakhand, Madhya
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh,
Rajasthan and Gujarat over
the next two to three days, the
India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said on
Monday.

Dense to very dense fog is
predicted in parts of Punjab,
Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Haryana, Delhi, Bihar, West
Bengal, Odisha, Assam,
Sikkim, Meghalaya and Tripura
over the next two to three days,
it said.

Meanwhile, coastal
Maharashtra and Konkan
region witnessed haze due to
dust storms in Gujarat and
south Rajasthan days after the
dust storm in Karachi in

Pakistan that crippled the nor-
mal life.

Due to this, Mumbai’s Air
Quality Index (AQI) on
Monday rose to a whopping
502, as per the System of Air
Quality Weather Forecasting
and Research (SAFAR). An
AQI of more than 500 indicates
“severe-plus” or hazardous pol-
lution levels and can have pro-
found health implications.

On Saturday, the IMD fore-
cast said that a massive dust
storm headed towards Gujarat
and south Rajasthan. On
Saturday morning, Karachi was
caught off guard when a dust
storm from Pakistan’s west dis-

turbed normal life, with visi-
bility reduced to less than or
about 500 metres.

On the other hand, north
and north western States are
reeling under cold day condi-
tions. According to the IMD, a
“cold day” is when the mini-
mum temperature is less than
10 degrees Celsius and the
maximum is at least 4.5 degrees
Celsius below normal.  A
“severe” cold day is when the
maximum temperature is at
least 6.5 notches below normal.

In the plains, the IMD
declares a cold wave if the min-
imum temperature dips to 4
degrees Celsius. A cold wave is

also declared when the mini-
mum temperature is 10 degrees
Celsius or below and is 4.5
notches less than normal.

A “severe” cold wave is
when the minimum tempera-
ture dips to 2 degrees Celsius
or the departure from normal
is more than 6.4 degrees
Celsius. When visibility due to
fog is reduced to the range of
0 to 50 metres, it is categorised
as “very dense” fog, between 51
and 200 metres, it is “dense”
fog, between 201 and 500
metres “moderate”, and it is cat-
egorised as “shallow” if the vis-
ibility is between 501 and 1,000
metres.
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Amid rising Covid-19 posi-
tivity rate in India, the

World Health Organization
(WHO) on Monday noted that
the increase in infections in
South-East Asia is mainly dri-
ven by India, with 150 per cent
increase in numbers in the last
one week. To drive home its
point, the WHO said that India
reported 15,94,160 new cases in
the week that ended on January
23 as compared to 6,38,872
cases it recorded the previous
week.

On Monday, India report-
ed over three lakh new Covid-
19 infections for the fifth
straight day, though in actual
numbers it was almost 8 per
cent less than the previous
day. The daily positivity rate -
the share of coronavirus tests
that return positive and con-
sidered a key marker of the
pandemic’s status is up from
17.78 per cent to 20.75 per cent
while the weekly positivity rate
was recorded at 17.03 per cent.

The Omicron variant is
also constantly moving north-
wards with infection prevalent
in almost all the States. The
WHO also said that the
Omicron variant of coron-
avirus has now been reported

in 171 countries in the world.
Though the variant has a

lower risk of severe disease and
death following infection, the
overall risk related to Omicron
remains very high. INSACOG,
the Government’s research
body has already said in its lat-
est bulletin that the Omicron
variant is in the community
transmission stage in the coun-
try and has become dominant
in several metros where new
cases have been spiking expo-
nentially.

“Despite a lower risk of
severe disease and death fol-
lowing infection than previous
SARS-CoV-2 variants, the very
high levels of transmission 

Continued on Page 11

New Delhi: The BJP in Punjab
will contest on 65 assembly
seats, the Punjab Lok Congress
on 37 seats and the SAD
(Sanyukt) on 17 seats, BJP
chief J P Nadda said on
Monday as he announced the
seat-sharing agreement
between his party and its allies
for the February 20 state polls.

Nadda said Punjab is a bor-
der state and security is a very
important issue as far as
assembly elections are con-
cerned.

Hailing Punjab as a
“leader”, especially in defence
and food security of the coun-
try, he said, “Today Punjab
needs special attention, it needs
a double engine government
and a better coordination
between the Centre and the
State.”

Nadda announced the seat-
sharing agreement at a press
conference here at the BJP
headquarters in the presence of
Punjab Lok Congress supremo
Amarinder Singh and
Shiromani Akali Dal (Sanyukt)
Sukhdev Singh Dhindsa.

“I am announcing a broad-
er seat sharing agreement, BJP

will contest on 65 seats, PLC on
37 seats and SAD (Sanyukt) on
15 seats,” Nadda said.

After the press conference,
a BJP delegation led by Union
Minister Gajendra Shekhawat
met Election Commission of
India officials to complain
against Sidhu’s principal strate-
gic advisor Mohammad
Mustafa for allegedly making
communal remarks at a public
meeting in Malerkotla.

The former Punjab DGP
has been booked for promot-
ing enmity between different
groups on grounds of religion,
race and other identity mark-
ers to score gains in election.
The FIR came a day after a
video showing him making
the alleged remarks was circu-
lated on social media.

We have urged the ECI to
act against Mustafa for giving

a provocative speech in
Malerkotla on January 20,
Shekhawat said.

Addressing the conference,
Singh said for the sake of
national security and welfare of
the state, all three parties have
come together.

Expressing concern about
the threat to the “hard earned”
peace of Punjab, Singh said a
large number of weapons for
carrying out nefarious activities
are coming into Punjab.

“During the course of my
last four-and-half-years as
Punjab chief minister, at least
1,000 rifles, 500 pistols, RDX,
lakhs of rounds of ammunition
were caught at the borders. The
weapons were also dropped
using drones... They were
meant for carrying out some
nefarious activity,” Singh said.

Continued on Page 11
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Debt-laden Maharaja (Air
India) is expected to be

handed over to the Tata group
on January 27. The  closing bal-
ance sheet as of January 20 was
provided to the new owner
(Talace Private Limited, a sub-
sidiary of the Tata groups hold-
ing company) on Monday so
that it can be reviewed. 

Sources said the final han-
dover date was not finalised but
the Government aims to hand
over the airline by Thursday.
The remaining formalities
regarding the deal are likely to
be completed in a few days.

After a competitive bidding
process, the Government had
on October 8 last year sold Air

India to Talace Private Limited
fo �18,000 crore. 

In a message to the
employees on Monday, Air
India’s director (finance) Vinod
Hejmadi said the divestment of
the national carrier is now
decided to be on the January
27. “The closing balance sheet
as on 20th Jan has to be pro-
vided on Jan 24th so that it can
be reviewed by Tatas and any
changes can be effected on
Wednesday,” Hejmadi said in
the message on instant mes-
saging platform. 

Continued on Page 11
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Zimbabwe cricket star Brendan
Taylor on Monday came out

with a shocking revelation that he
was given cocaine by an Indian
businessman during his India
visit and was blackmailed with
videos of his inebriated condition.
Taylor has alleged that the busi-
nessman put pressure on him to
engage in match fixing.

In a detailed four-page let-
ter uploaded on social media,
Taylor said he confessed to ICC
and going to visit a rehabilitation
centre. 

“In late October 2019, I was
approached by an Indian busi-
nessman requesting that I attend
India to discuss sponsorship and
potential launch of a T20 com-

petition in Zimbabwe and was
advised that I could be paid US$
15,000 to make journey…
We had drinks and during the
course of the evening they open-
ly offered me cocaine, which they
themselves engaged in, and I
foolishly took the bait. I’ve gone
over it a million times since and
still feel sick to my stomach reliv-
ing that night and how they
played me,” said Taylor. 

The cricketer said next day
morning “the same men stormed
“ into his hotel room and showed
video taken in the previous night
and told him that if he did not
spot fix at international matches
for them, the video would be
released to the public. 

Without naming anyone,
Taylor said six men threatened

him and gave him US$15,000
and promised additional
US$20,000 after I completed the
job of match-fixing. .

“I took money so I could get
on a plane and leave India. I felt
I had no choice at the time
because saying no was clearly not
an option. All I knew was I had
to get out of there,” he said. 

Taylor said that after this
incident he was suffering from
stress which severely impacted
his mental and physical health.
“The ‘businessman’ wanted a
return on his investment which
I could not and would not give.
It took me four months to report
this offense and interaction to the
ICC,” said Taylor, adding that
ICC is going to impose a multi-
year ban on him. 
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Investors lost �9 lakh crore in
a day as the Indian equity

market on Monday logged the
steepest single-day drop in
about two months. The bench-
mark Sensex crashed nearly
1,546 points to crack below the
58,000-level due to panic sell-
ing across counters tracking.

Tech stocks were ham-
mered due to heavy sell-off in
the US tech stocks. Pre-budget
nervousness, week quarter
three results, and global factors
are supposed to be behind the
crash. The market was also jit-
tery with the fear of the USA’s
Federal Open Market
Committee (FOMC) taking
some unpleasant decisions on
the interest rate in its meeting
starting Tuesday.   

The BSE Sensex started
the session on a weak note and
got further overwhelmed by
panic selling as the trade pro-
gressed and tanked over 2,050
points to touch the day’s low at
56,984. Recouping some lost
ground towards the fag-end,
the index finally settled at
57,491.51 — clocking a massive
1,545.67 points or 2.62 per cent

drop.
Likewise, the NSE Nifty

slumped 468.05 points or 2.66
per cent  to settle at 17,149.10.
This was the biggest single-ses-
sion fall for both Sensex and
Nifty since November 26 last
year and also the fifth straight
session of loss for the indices. 

The market crash wiped
out �9.15 lakh crore of wealth
and  total market cap of BSE-
listed firms has slipped to
�260.49 lakh crore. Investors
have become poorer by  �19.33

lakh crore in the market fall
since Tuesday last week.

On the Sensex chart, Tata
Steel was the top loser, shed-
ding around 6 per cent, fol-
lowed by Bajaj Finance, Wipro,
Tech Mahindra, Titan, Reliance
Industries and HCL Tech.

“The Indian markets have
been under significant pressure
in the past few days, correcting
by 7 per cent from the recent
highs, after a smart pullback
seen since mid-December.

Continued on Page 11
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Bharatiya Janata Party
national spokesperson

Sambit Patra hit out at
Samajwadi Party presi-
dent Akhilesh Yadav,
terming him a pro-
Pakistani and pro-Jinnah
leader and alleging that
he had tried to free ter-
rorists during his tenure
as chief minister of Uttar
Pradesh.

Addressing media in
Lucknow on Monday,
Patra said,  “On UP
Foundation Day, Yogi ji,
Modi ji are congratulat-
ing all the people of the state on
Uttar Pradesh’s foundation day,
while Akhilesh ji said in an
interview in a newspaper that
he does not consider Pakistan
as the real enemy of India. Now
you tell me who brought
Pakistan and Jinnah in the
election. Akhilesh Yadav must
apologise for such a statement.
Jo Jinnah se kare pyaar, woh
Pakistan se kaise kare inkaar.”

Accusing the SP chief of
indulging in the politics of
appeasement, the BJP leader
said, “The SP is giving tickets
to people like Nahid Hasan. If
Akhilesh ji has his way, he
would have named Yakub

Memon too. Thankfully, Kasab
was hanged or else SP would
have made him its star cam-
paigner and put him on cam-
paign trail.”

Training guns at the
Samajwadi Party, Patra said
that Akhilesh ji was not able to
release the next list of his can-
didates because the list is full of
goons, mafia like the previous
one. Daring the SP chief, he
asked Akhilesh to release his
list of candidates and said that
the list would expose him
before the public.

Sambit Patra also congrat-
ulated the people of Uttar
Pradesh on the 73rd founda-

tion day of the state
and delved on how
the state has been pro-
gressing under the
double-engine gov-
ernment of the BJP
since 2017.

“On one side
there is Yogi
Adityanath who is
focused on develop-
ment, while on the
other side there is
Akhilesh Yadav who
is talking about
Pakistan,” he said.

Mounting a blis-
tering attack on
Akhilesh Yadav for

his objection to opinion polls,
Patra said, “Akhilesh is saying
that the opinion poll should be
banned. I can say with cer-
tainty that on March 10 they
will again cry over the EVMs
being partisan. This election is
between BJP and SP's express-
ways. The BJP's expressway is
Ganga Expressway,
Purvanchal Expressway,
Bundelkhand Expressway,
Gorakhpur Link Expressway
while the SP's unique selling
proposition have been gundai
expressway, rangdari express-
way and mafia expressway.
People will have to choose
between these two."
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Lucknow: The Samajwadi
Party on Monday released a list
of 159 candidates for the Uttar
Pradesh assembly polls, field-
ing party chief Akhilesh Yadav
from Karhal in Mainpuri dis-
trict, jailed leader Azam Khan
from Rampur and renominat-
ing party MLA Nahid Hasan
from Kairana.

Former state minister
Dharam Singh Saini, who
crossed over to the SP a few
days ago, has been named as
the party’s nominee from
Nakur seat in Saharanpur dis-
trict.

The Samajwadi Party had
last week said that former
Congress leader Imran
Masood, who had also joined
the SP, extended his support to
Saini’s candidature amid
reports about his resentment
over denial of ticket to him.

The party has fielded jailed
leader Azam Khan from his
traditional Rampur seat, while
his son Abdullah Azam has
been made the party candidate
from Suar Tanda assembly seat.

Shivpal Yadav, who is the
uncle of Akhilesh Yadav, has
been declared as the party can-
didate from the family bastion
of Jaswantnagar assembly con-
stituency in Etawah district.

Akhilesh Yadav will contest
from Karhal in Mainpuri dis-
trict and Nahid Hasan from
Kairana. Assembly polls in
Uttar Pradesh will be held in
seven phases between February
10 and March 7. See also P2
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NOTICE

Be it known to all that earlier
my name was SHETA which is
changed to SHWETA SHAR-
MA. In future I shall be known
as SHWETA SHARMA.
SHWETA SHARMA D/o Bir
Singh Sharma, 2/88, MIG,
Avas Vikas Colony, Sec-2,
Yojna-3, Jhunsi, Allahabad.

NOTICE

Original sale deed dt.
30/10/1985 of H.N. 12/470
Gwaltoli, Kanpur in the name
of Smt. Vidyarani reged as
book-I Vol-4216 page 83-88 at
S.N. 21863/21864 on
31/12/1985 lost. Neeraj Kumar
S/o- Late Munni Lal R/o-12/470
Gwaltoli, Kanpur.

NOTICE

I have changed my name from
Maryam Fatima to Mariam
Fatima in all future purpose.
Mariam Fatima W/o Ahmad
Faraz Amin, R/o D-403,
Defence Colony, Jajmau,
Kanpur 208 010.

NOTICE

My son is recorded as
Ramnivash Yadav on the place
of Ramniwas Yadav in my
service records  who is truth.
Ramesh Kumar Yadav Rank
Sep s/o Durjan Yadav Village
& Post Nagpur P.S  Ranipur
Tahsil Mohammadabad Gohna
Distt Mau State U.P.

Poonawalla Housing Finance Ltd. It is being
informed to the general public that Mrs. Shanti
Devi, Mr. Khajan Singh and Mr. Deepak
Singh are residents of- Tulsipatikheda, Village-
Kalli Paschim, Pargana- Bijnor, Tehsil- Sarojini
Nagar, District-Lucknow. Ram Khelawan,
Ramshit, Ram Singh, Sanjay Singh Yadav,
Santosh Kumar Yadav, Janak Dulari, Ajit, Jai
Singh and M/s Garv Buildtech Pvt Ltd are co-
tenure holders Khasra No. 3382 located-
Village- Kalli Paschim, Pargana-Bijnor, Tehsil
- Sarojini Nagar, District - Lucknow in, Mrs.
Shanti Devi, Mr. Khajan Singh and Mr. Deepak
Singh out of his share from said khasra of
plot, area 1350 square feet, whose four
sides are East- Araji Seller, West- 25 ft. wide
road, North- Araji Digar, South - 25 feet wide
road. The said plot is being sold to Mrs.
Bedana w/o Shri Sandip kumar. The above plot
is being mortgaged by Poonawalla Housing
Finance Limited Branch - Lucknow, if any
other person or any financial institution or
bank or co-tenure holders has any objection
in the purchase, sale or mortgage of the above
plot, then within 07 days the date of publica-
tion of this notice. Any person/ company / any
other financial institution can file an objection
in writing with the relevant documents to the
company's advocate after the above time peri-
od, no claim of any kind will be considered.

Arun Kumar Singh Advocate
Mob. 7007953358
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With the Election
Commission of India

(ECI) restricting political par-
ties from organising election
rallies, leaders have now taken
to a fierce and bitter ‘Twitter
war’, blaming each other for the
present imbroglio.

When Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath commented on for-
mer UP chief ministers for
building their big bungalows
instead of the houses for the
poor, Bahujan Samaj Party
chief Mayawati immediately
retorted by commenting on the
Gorakhpur Math of Yogi

Adityanath. Not to back down,
Yogi’s social media team hit
back and even raised the issue
of Mayawati's exorbitantly
priced sandals.

This all started in Aligarh
on Saturday, when Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath said
that the chief ministers and
ministers used to build palaces
for themselves before 2017,
but BJP built houses for the
poor.

Stung by the repartee,
Mayawati attacked the chief
minister in a series of tweets on
Sunday, posting: 'Perhaps the
people of western UP do not
know that the monastery built

by Yogi ji in Gorakhpur, where
he lives most of the time, is no
less than a big bungalow.”

Yogi's social media team
became active after Mayawati’s
comment on the Math and
tweeted: "On one hand, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath ded-
icated the state government air-
craft to protect the lives of the
people during COVID-19 pan-
demic, on the other, sandals
were delivered by a government
plane and state resources were
misused for personal splen-
dour.

In another tweet, Yogi's
office invited the BSP chief to
visit Gorakhnath Math and

posted, “Behenji (sister), mem-
ories of sages-saints and revo-
lutionaries of freedom move-
ment have been preserved in
Sri Goraksha Peeth, the tapob-
hoomi of Baba Gorakhnath ji
in Gorakhpur. There are tem-
ples of Hindu Gods and
Goddesses. This centre of social
justice is working for the wel-
fare of all. Come sometime,
there will be peace. The differ-
ence is clear!”

Continuing her attack on
the BJP on Monday, the BSP
chief tweeted: “It would have
been better if the CM of UP,
besides praising his govern-
ment, had also mentioned

some works related to the pub-
lic interest of the BSP govern-
ment, because they should
know that BSP had launched
schemes of providing houses to
the poor and land to the land-
less. The BSP government's
record has been better.”

She further posted, “Under
Manyavar Kanshi Ram Ji
Shahari Garib Awas Yojana by
the BSP government, more
than one and a half lakh pucca
houses were given in only two
phases and many families got
the benefit under Sarvajan
Hitaya Garib Awas Ownership
Scheme. Land was also given to
lakhs of landless families.”

Lucknow (PNS): Bahujan
Samaj Party president
Mayawati on Monday target-
ed the Bharatiya Janata Party
government in Uttar Pradesh
over the law and order issue,
alleging that insecurity and dis-
crimination regarding religion
had increased during the saf-
fron party’s tenure.

Mayawati tweeted, "Fear,
corruption, discrimination and
insecurity about life and prop-
erty and religion are increasing
continuously in Uttar Pradesh
which is a big problem, and
increasing continuously.

She added, "These prob-

lems are creating frustration
among the people and the
society and the state is lagging
behind. It is very sad."

Describing the BJP's plans
to provide housing to the poor
as her own, she said, "In Uttar
Pradesh, about 2.5 lakh poor
families were provided with
basic amenities under the (pre-
vious) government of BSP.
And preparations were on to
provide about 15-20 lakh
houses, but due to the change
of government, this work
remained incomplete and BJP
is trying to capitalise on it.
What have they done?"

Lucknow (PNS):
Pragatisheel Samajwadi Party
(Lohia) president Shivpal Singh
Yadav will file his nomination
papers for the Uttar Pradesh
assembly elections on January
28 from his constituency,
Jaswantnagar, on Samajwadi
Party's ‘bicycle’ symbol.

Yadav shared this informa-
tion on Twitter on Monday. He
wrote, "I will file nomination as
a candidate of the SP and PSPL
alliance from Jaswantnagar
assembly seat of Etawah district
with Covid protocol and other
guidelines issued by the
Election Commission at 11:30
am on January 28."

It is worth mentioning that
Shivpal's party, PSPL, recently
forged an alliance with the SP.

SP president Akhilesh
Yadav has given ticket to his
uncle (Shivpal) from his tradi-
tional seat, Jaswantnagar. He
will enter the election battle-
field with SP's election symbol
bicycle. Shivpal Yadav has been
representing Jaswantnagar
assembly constituency since
1996. Meanwhile, speculations
on the fate of Samajwadi Party's
sitting MLA and candidate
from Kairana assembly seat,
Nahid Munawwar Hasan,
ended on Monday as his nom-
ination papers were found in
order during the scrutiny of
papers on Monday. Nahid
Hasan has been booked under
UP Gangster Act and is
presently in jail. Speculations
were rife that his nomination
paper was likely to be rejected.

The SP, as an alternative,
had announced the candida-
ture of Iqra Hasan, sister of
Nahid Hasan. She has also
filed her nomination as an
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Uttar Pradesh celebrated its 73rd foun-
dation day on Monday with President

Ram Nath Kovind, Vice President
Venkaiah Naidu, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Union Home Minister Amit Shah,
UP Governor Anandiben Patel and Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath wishing the
people on the occasion.

UP got statehood on January 24, 1950
and the state has been celebrating the day
since 2018 on the initiative of the then
Governor Ram Naik.

Due to the assembly polls and impo-
sition of the election model code of con-
duct, no official function has been organ-
ised on the occasion, official sources said
here on Monday. President Ram Nath
Kovind in his message said: “Heartfelt
greetings to all the residents of the state on
Uttar Pradesh Diwas. The hardworking and
talented people of Uttar Pradesh have made
impressive contributions to the history, art,
culture, literature and politics of India. I
wish this state to continue on the path of
development and prosperity.”

Describing Uttar Pradesh as a state
with rich spiritual and cultural heritage and
an abundance of natural resources, Vice
President Venkaiah Naidu said that Uttar
Pradesh was playing a leading role in
national development.  He congratulated
the people of Uttar Pradesh on the state's
foundation day.

In his message, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said, “Uttar Pradesh has set
the benchmark of development in every
field in the last five years. Due to this, along
with making the life of the people of the
state easier, new opportunities have also
been created. I am sure that the multidi-
mensional development of Uttar Pradesh
will continue to play a leading role in the
New India.

Modi further said, "Many wishes to all
the residents of Uttar Pradesh on the state's
foundation day. I wish that the develop-
ment journey of this state, which is setting

new benchmarks of progress and prosper-
ity, continues like this."

Amit Shah also tweeted and said,
"Greetings to the people of the state on the
foundation day of Uttar Pradesh, the land
of religion, knowledge, and amazing brav-
ery. The state has regained its glory due to
the tireless efforts of the Yogi government
of the state running under the guidance of
Modi ji.  BJP is committed to the develop-
ment of Uttar Pradesh and the welfare of
the people." UP Governor Anandiben
Patel in her message greeted the people of
Uttar Pradesh on the 73rd foundation day
of the state.

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath con-
gratulated the people of the state on the
occasion of Uttar Pradesh’s foundation day.
On this occasion, Yogi Adityanath tweet-
ed that the symbol of the faith of the coun-
try, full of abundant resources and youth-
ful energy, Uttar Pradesh has set out on a
new journey.  Yogi Adityanath said that
today Uttar Pradesh was second in the
country in ease of doing business and at
the same time, it was playing a leading role
in about 50 schemes of the Central govern-
ment. He said the economy of Uttar
Pradesh was now second in the country.

The chief minister also released a video
message on UP’s foundation day in which
he said that today UP was many times safer
than before. He said in five years, the
Bharatiya Janata Party had tried to change
many things in UP.

"In this long journey of 73 years, UP
has seen many ups and downs. UP has
made a lot of progress under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister Narendra Modi. UP
is the faith of the country, it is the heart of
the people. This state is full of youth's
enthusiasm.”

He said, “New India is the New Uttar
Pradesh and all this has happened only
because of the people of Uttar Pradesh. I
thank everyone.”

Uttar Pradesh was renamed in 1950.
Earlier this state was known as the United
Provinces. 
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Samajwadi Party on Monday released its first list
of 159 candidates for the assembly elections in

Uttar Pradesh. 
SP chief Akhilesh Yadav will contest from

Karhal seat in Mainpuri district. The SP has denied
ticket to son of Bharatiya Janata Party rebel and for-
mer minister Swami Prasad Maurya from
Unchaahar constituency in Rae Bareli district. SP
has retained its sitting MLA Manoj Pandey from
this seat. Samajwadi Party Lok Sabha MP
Mohammad Azam Khan, presently in jail, will con-
test from Rampur.

The SP list includes 30 Muslims and 12 can-
didates from Yadav community.

The list of candidates: Karhal-Akhilesh Yadav,
Behat-Umar Ali Khan, Nakud-Dharm Singh Saini,
Saharanpur City-Sanjay Garg, Saharanpur Rural-
Ashu Malik, Deoband-Kartikeya Rana, Gangoh-
Indrasen, Kairana-Nahid Hasan, Charthawal-
Pankaj Kumar Malik, Najibabad-Tasleem Ahmed,
Nagina (SC)-Manoj Kumar Paras, Badhapur-Kapil
Kumar, Dhampur-Naimul Hasan, Chandpur-
Swami Omwesh, Noorpur-Ramavtar Singh, Kanth-
Kamal Akhtar, Thakurdwara-Nawab Jaan,
Moradabad-Mohammad Nasir, Moradabad Nagar-
Mohd Yusuf Ansari, Kundarki-Ziaur Rahman,
Bilauri-Faheem Irfan, Chandausi-Vimlesh, Asmoli-
Pinki Singh, Sambhal-Iqbal Mehmood, Gunnaur-
Ram Khiladi Singh, Suar-Abdullah Azam Khan,
Chamarkwa-Nasir Ahmed Khan, Bilaspur-
Amarjeet Singh, Rampur-Mohd Azam Khan,
Milak-Vijay Singh, Dhanaura-Vivek Singh,
Naugawan Sadat-Samarpal Singh, Amroha-
Mehboob Ali, Hasanpur-Mukhiya Gurjar,
Sardhana-Atul Pradhan, Hastinapur-Yogesh Verma,
Kithaur-Shahid Manzoor, Meerut-Rafiq Ansari,
Meerut (South)-Md Aadil, Sahibabad–Amarpal,
Ghaziabad-Vishal Verma, Dhaulana-Aslam Ali,
Garhmukteshwar-Ravindra Chaudhary, Noida-
Sunil Chaudhary, Dadri-Rajkumar, Sikandrabad-
Rahul Yadav, Dibai-Harish Kumar, Khurja-Banshi
Singh, Atrauli-Veeresh Yadav, Charra-Lakshmi
Dhangar, Kol-Shaj Istahak, Aligarh-Zafar Alam,
Hathras (SC)- Brijmohan, Maut-Sanjay Lathar,
Mathura-Devendra Agarwal, Etmadpur-Virendra
Singh Chauhan, Agra Cantonment-Kunwar Chand,
Agra South-Vinay Agarwal, Bahedi-Ataurrehman
, Meerganj-Sultan Beg, Bhojipura-Shahjil Islam
Ansari, Nawabganj-Bhagwatsharan Gangwar,
Faridpur (SC)-Vijay Pal Singh, Bithrichaipur-
Agam Maurya, Bareilly-Rajesh Kumar Agarwal,
Bareilly Cantonment - Supriya Aaron, Aanwala-
Pandit Radha Krishna Sharma, Pilibhit-Shailendra

Gangwar, Barkheda -Hemraj Verma, Puranpur-
Aarti, Katra-Rajesh Yadav, Jalalabad-Niraj Nalinish,
Tilhar-Roshan Lal Verma, Puwayan-Upendra Pal
Singh, Shahjahanpur-Tanweer Khan, Dadraul -
Rajesh Kumar Verma, Palia-Pripendra Pal Singh
'Kaku', Nidhasan-RS Kushwaha, Agra North-
Gyanendra, Fatehabad-Rupali Dixit, Bah-
Madhusdan Sharma, Tundla-Rakesh Babu, Jasrana-
Sachin Yadav, Firozabad-Saifur Rahman,
Shikohabad-Mukesh Verma, Sirsaganj-Sarvesh
Singh, Kasganj-Manpal Singh, Amanpur-Satyabhan
Singh, Aliganj-Rameshwar Singh Yadav, Etah-
Jugendra Singh Yadav, Jalesar-Ranjeet Suman,
Mainpuri-Rajkumar alia Raju Yadav, Bhogaon-Alok
Shakya,  Kishni-Brijesh Katheria, Bisauli-Ashutosh
Maurya, Sahaswan-Brijesh Yadav, Bilsi-Chandra
Prakash Maurya, Shekhupur-Himanshu Yadav,
Dataganj-Arjun Singh, Gola Gokaran Nath-Vinay
Tiwari, Srinagar-Ramsaran, Lakhimpur-Utkarsh
Verma, Maholi-Anoop Gupta, Sitapur-Radhey
Shyam Jaiswal, Hargaon-Ramhet Bharti, Bisma-
Afzal Kausal, Sevata-Mahendra Singh alias Jheen
Babu, Hardoi-Anil Verma, Shahbad-Asif Khan
Babbu, Gopamau-Rajeswari, Bilgram Mallanwan-
Brijesh Kumar Verma (Tillu Bhaiya), Safipur-Sudhir
Rawat, Mohaan-Anchal Verma, Unnao-Abhinav
Kumar, Bhagwantnagar-Ankit Parihar, Sisamau-
Haji Irfan Solanki, Arya Nagar- Amitabh Bajpayi,
Maharajpur-Fateh Bahadur Singh 'Gill', Ghatampur
(SC)-Bhagwati Sagar, Madhogadh-Raghwendra
Pratap Singh, Kalpi-Sriram Pal, Orai-Dayashankar
Verma, Babina-Yashpal Yadav, Jhansi-Sitaram
Kushwaha, Mauranipur (SC)-Tilak Chandra
Ahirwar, Garautha-Deep Narayan Singh, Lalitpur-
Ramesh Prasad, Mahrauni (SC)-Pheran Lal
Ahirwar, Rath (SC)-Chandrawati, Mahoba-Manoj
Tiwari, Charkhari-Ajendra Singh Rajput, Tindwari-
Brijesh Prajapati, Naraini-Daddu Prasad,
Jahanabad-Madan Gopal, Bindki-Rameshwar Dayal
Gulta 'Dayalu Gupta', Fatehpur-Chandra Prakash
Lodhi, Ayahshah-Vishambhar Prasad Nishad,
Husainganj-Usha Maurya, Bharthana (SC)-
Raghwendra Kumar Singh, Dibiyapur-Pradeep
Yadav, Auraiya (SC)-Jitendra Dohre, Rasoolabad
(SC)-Kamlesh Chandra Diwakar, Akbarpur Raniya-
RP Kushwaha, Bhognipur-Narendra Pal Singh,
Bithoor-Munendra Shukla, Kalyanpur-Satish
Kumar Nigam, Purwa-Uday Raj, Harchandpur-
Rahul Shiv Ganesh Lodhi, Sareni-Devendra Pratap
Singh , Unchahar-Manoj Pandey, Kaimganj-
Sarvesh Ambedkar, Amritpur-Jitendra Yadav,
Farrukhabad-Suman Maurya, Bhojpur-Arshad
Jamal, Chhibramau-Arvind Yadav, Tirwa-Anil
Kumar Pal, Kannauj-Anil Kumar and Jaswantnagar-
Shivpal Singh Yadav.
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Strongly reacting to Bharatiya
Janata Party workers pasting

stickers of party symbol on
houses of beneficiaries of gov-
ernment schemes in recent
weeks, UP Congress Legislature
Party leader Aradhana Mishra
Mona lashed out saying that the
ruling party does not care
about the model code of con-
duct and was treating the
Election Commission of India
as a frontal outfit.

“Such acts by the BJP are
definitely a murder of democ-
racy and a clear violation of the
model code of conduct. The
Election Commission of India
should take up this matter
seriously. In Prayagraj, stickers
are being pasted on the hous-
es of the beneficiaries of
Central and state government
schemes by BJP members with-
out their consent. This is a clear
violation of the rules,” Mishra
said in a statement issued in
Lucknow on Monday.

The Congress leader said
that if the ECI did not take
action on such a serious issue,
then it should be believed that
the poll panel was indirectly
helping the BJP and its impar-
tiality would come under a
cloud.

“It is unprecedented that a
photo has been put on the help
distributed among the poor by
the state and Central govern-
ment. The ruling party even
carried out its publicity on the
certificate of Covid vaccination,
by affixing a picture of the
prime minister. Whatever
things are provided to the pub-
lic by the government is not a

favour on them, it is the gov-
ernment’s duty. It is the duty of
the elected government that the
tax paid by the public is prop-
erly utilised and the benefits of
government schemes reach the
person standing at the last
rung of the society,” she said.

Mishra further said, “If
the BJP government is terming
providing facilities as its
achievement, then it should
also take responsibility for the
fact that 13.5 crore people have
come below the poverty line
during its tenure. As per a NITI
Aayog report, 37.79 per cent of
the people in Uttar Pradesh live
below the poverty line. Besides,
unemployment is at its highest
level in the last 45 years. Crime,
especially against women, has
touched its nadir under the BJP
misrule.”
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The Congress party has
released the names of its star
campaigners for the Uttar
Pradesh assembly elections.

The names of 30 star cam-
paigners include Congress
president Sonia Gandhi, former
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh, Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi and party general sec-
retary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra.

Besides, the list includes
the names of Ajay Kumar Lallu,
Aradhana Mishra Mona,
Ghulam Nabi Azad, Ashok
Gehlot, Bhupinder Singh
Hooda, Bhupesh Baghel,
Salman Khurshid, Raj Babbar,
Pramod Tiwari, PL Punia, RPN
Singh, Sachin Pilot, Pradeep
Jain Aditya, Naseemuddin
Siddiqui, Acharya Pramod
Krishnam, Deepender Singh
Hooda, Varsha Gaikwad,
Phullo Devi Netam, Hardik
Patel, Supriya Shrinet, Imran
Pratapgarhi, Kanhaiya Kumar,
Praniti Shinde, Dheeraj Gujjar,
Rohit Chaudhary, and Tauqeer
Khan.

The first phase of voting for
the UP elections will be held on
February 10. The nomination
process for this stage has been
completed.
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The Samajwadi Party has filed
a complaint against Union

Home Minister Amit Shah with
the Election Commission of
India (ECI), alleging that Covid
protocol and directives of the poll
panel were defied during his
door-to-door campaign at
Kairana in Shamli district on
Saturday.

Launching the BJP’s poll
campaign, Amit Shah had held
door-to-door campaign in
Kairana on Saturday. While the
ECI has allowed a maximum of
10 people for any poll-related
campaign, the SP alleged that the
norm was thrown to the winds
by the BJP stalwart in Kairana
and also Covid protocol was not
followed during the campaign.

On Saturday, the ECI had
extended the ban on physical ral-
lies in poll-bound states till
January 30. It had increased the
limit for door-to-door campaigns
from five persons to a maximum
of 10 people. The SP however
alleged that more than 10 people
had taken part in BJP's door-to-
door campaign in Kairana led by
Union Home Minister Amit

Shah.
Earlier on January 15, the

ECI had let off Samajwadi Party
with a light rap for violating
Covid protocol during a function
on its office premises and advised
it to be careful and ensure that
such breaches did not happen in
the future. The ECI had issued a
notice to the Samajwadi Party for
organising a public gathering in
the name of virtual rally at its
Lucknow office in violation of
Covid norms.

In another complaint to the
ECI, Samajwadi Party state pres-
ident Naresh Uttam demanded
the transfer of Superintendent of
Police of Sitapur, RP Singh, alleg-
ing that the district police chief
and inspector of Kotwali Dehat
were mounting pressure on the
local residents to vote in favour
of the BJP. 

He alleged that the police
officers were pressuring village
pradhans, members of panchay-
at bodies and PDS shop owners
to mobilise support for BJP can-
didates. He urged that ECI to
ensure compliance with the
model code of conduct so that
free and fair poll could be held
in the district.

independent candidate. With
Nahid Hasan in fray, there is
likely to be a direct contest
between Mriganka Singh of the
Bharatiya Janata Party and
Nahid Hasan, who will be the
joint candidate of Samajwadi
Party-Rashtriya Lok Dal
alliance. In the 2017 polls,
Nahid Hasan had defeated
Mriganka Singh, daughter of
senior BJP leader late Hukum
Singh. The Kairana has become
a high profile assembly seat as
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah launched his UP poll
campaign from Kairana on
Saturday last.
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Uttar Pradesh reported
11,159 new COVID-19

cases in the last 24 hours while
10,836 people recovered from
the infection during this peri-
od, according to Additional
Chief Secretary (Information)
Navneet Sehgal.

Chairing a review meeting
on Monday, Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath said that trac-
ing, testing, treatment and vac-
cination policy to prevent
COVID-19 was a success. 

“Effective control has been
made on the third wave in the
state. While the number of new
cases is decreasing day by day,
the number of people recover-
ing is encouraging," he claimed.

At present, there are 93,924
active cases in the state out of
which 91,519 are taking health
benefits at home.

In the last 24 hours,
1,86,000 samples were tested
for coronavirus infection out of
which 11,159 tested positive for
infection. In the same period,
10,836 people recovered in
hospitals or in home isolation.

So far more than 24.92
crore doses of the Covid vac-
cine have been administered
across the state which is the
highest vaccination done in any
state of the country. 

More than 97.78 per cent
of people over the age of 18
years have received the first
dose of the vaccine, while more
than 65 per cent have received
both doses of the Covid vac-
cine. Besides, more than 57 per
cent of adolescents in the age
group of 15-17 years in the state
have been covered by the vac-
cine. Similarly, 60 per cent of
those eligible for the booster
dose have also been vaccinat-
ed. 

eanwhile, the city wit-
nessed a decrease in the num-
ber of fresh COVID-19 cases
with 1,818 people testing pos-

itive for coronavirus infection
in the city while 1,950 patients
recovered during the last 24
hours. 

There was one COVID-19
death in the city and the num-
ber of active cases stood at
17,229 on Monday evening.

Yogesh Raghuvanshi,
spokesperson from the CMO
office, informed that those
who tested positive included
1,034 males and 720 females.
He said that one COVID-19
death, of a 71 year old man,
took place at Vivekananda
Polyclinic in the city. The
patient was suffering from
chronic liver disease.

Amongst those who tested
positive included 251 in
Alambagh, 245 in Chinhat,
244 in Aliganj, 181 in
Indiranagar, 169 in Silver

Jubilee, 95 in NK Road, 83 in
Tudiaganj and 95 in
Sarojininagar.

Amongst those who tested
positive included 132 contacts,
372 those who had influenza-
like illness, 61 pre-surgicals, 21
healthcare workers, 563 trav-
ellers and 32 who were admit-
ted in hospitals.

Doctors said that for those
testing positive, it was impor-
tant to quarantine for a mini-
mum of seven days from the
day the first symptoms
appeared so that they did not
spread the infection.

Regarding re-infections,
they said that it was unlikely for
the next three months.

Meanwhile Covid vacci-
nations will be carried out for
non-school going adolescents
shortly. Giving this informa-

tion, District Immunisation
Officer MK Singh said that a
list was specially prepared of
such adolescents. 

He said that they had not
been able to finish the vaccina-
tions of the adolescents because
with the schools closed the chil-
dren were not turning up in
sufficient numbers for vaccina-
tion.

Meanwhile, District
Magistrate Abhishek Prakash
said that under the joint efforts
of the administration, district
probation department and the
Health department, vaccina-
tions were completed in protec-
tion homes in the 15-18 years
category which included 190
inmates living in nine
organisations and 318 adoles-
cents living in five Rajkiya Bal
Griha.
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Stepping up preventive mea-
sures to limit any further

spread of COVID-19 across the
state, the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment initiated a five-day spe-
cial focused doorstep screening
drive from Monday.

From January 24 to 29,
healthcare workers, including
ASHA and Anganwadi work-
ers, and members of the sur-
veillance committees will visit
homes and conduct thorough
screening of inmates to bring
down transmission levels. If
any individual is suspected
with symptoms of COVID-
19, he/she will also be made to
undergo RT-PCR test and will

be provided with medicine
kits.

In addition, a list of infants
and newborn babies who have
not been inoculated with essen-
tial vaccines yet, will also be
prepared. Besides, people who
are yet to get vaccinated against
COVID-19 will also be identi-
fied.

Upgrading its guard
against the highly transmissi-
ble new variant of coronavirus,
the state government has initi-
ated intensive screening of
people returning from places
that have been witnessing
greater surge of fresh COVID-
19 cases and have reported a
high positivity rate.

The special focused testing

drive is divided in a way to
cover the entire state in order
to remove any risk of further
transmission. The drive will be
conducted in both rural and
urban areas.

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath had earlier already
asked officials to make special
efforts to improve surveillance
and keep the spread of the dis-
ease in check to restore normal-
cy in the state in order to save
both ‘lives and livelihood’ of
people. 

Aiming to break the chain
of the virus and keep the state
safe from COVID-19 infection,
the government has deployed
more than 73,000 surveillance
committees.

Lucknow (PNS): In
another victory against the
COVID-19 pandemic, Uttar
Pradesh crossed the 25 crore
vaccination milestone on
Monday.

Committed to providing
protection cover to children in
the age group of 15-18, the
state has so far administered
vaccine doses to over 57 per
cent teenagers. Since the

beginning of the inoculation
drive for this age bracket,
more than 81 lakh teens have
received their first dose of
Covid vaccine within a span of
three weeks.

Strengthening its fight
against the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Uttar Pradesh has also
administered over 8.45 lakh
‘precautionary doses’ to health-
care and frontline workers

and those above 60 years of
age. 

In view of the participa-
tion of people in the upcom-
ing assembly elections, the
vaccination drive has been
intensified in the last 15 days
in the state.

A total of five crore Covid
vaccine doses have been
administered in the last 20
days.
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Lucknow (PNS): Two youths were
killed in a road mishap in Gosainganj
police station area on Sunday night.

The deceased were identified as
Shubham Sahu (23) and Ranjeet
Verma (25), both of Karaura village of

Nagram. Both were plumbers and were
returning home after completing their
work.

They were riding a scooty which did
not have a registration number and
were hit by a loader at around 12 in

the night near Rasoolpur village in
Gosainganj.

They suffered critical injuries and
were rushed to a nearby hospital where
both were pronounced dead by the doc-
tors.
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With the arrest of three
youths and a minor on

Monday, the Para police
claimed to have solved the
murder of property dealer
Sandeep Pal whose body was
recovered two days back from
the area.

The prime accused,
Santosh Lodhi of Para, is on the
lam and the police teams are
hunting him.  

Those arrested were iden-
tified as Manish Gautam of
Kakori, Vikas Gautam and
Sachin Rawat, both of Para, and
the minor who also belongs to
Para.

Prime accused Santosh
Lodhi, who is out from jail on
bail, is absconding.

The police were unclear
about the motive behind the
murder.

ACP (Para) Ashutosh said
the murder took place on a
minor verbal spat. He, howev-
er, did not clarify why a verbal
spat took place between the
deceased and the prime
accused and what was the
involvement of those arrested
in the case on Monday.

Based on the confession of
those arrested on Monday, the
police claimed that Santosh had
an enmity with Sandeep
(deceased).

Police sources said Sandeep

was invited to the party by
Manish at the behest of
Santosh.

Police said Santosh
dumped the body of Sandeep
near the property dealer’s rival
to mislead the police investiga-
tion.

“The police, however,
worked on getting the location
of the mobile phones of those
who associated with Sandeep
on the fateful day. After Manish
and others were traced the
police succeeded in getting the
mobile number of Santosh and
his phone’s location was also
found at the place where he
dumped the body as per his
plan,” the police sources said.   

The ACP said the murder
did not take place at the party
venue. “It took place outside the
party venue and we are yet to
find out the place where it
happened,” he said while feign-
ing ignorance about the find-
ings of the interrogation of the
accused who were arrested on
Monday.

The 32-year-old property
dealer Sandeep Pal was shot in
the stomach and later his body
was dumped at a vacant plot
behind a plywood factory in
Para. The incident came to light
on January 22.

According to police,
Santosh had some old rivalry
with Sandeep which became
the motive of the murder. 
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Lucknow(PNS): A rail acci-
dent was averted with timely
detection of three hook bolts
and three outer bolts missing on
railway tracks over a bridge at
Jalpa drain in Ayodhya. The civil
police, Railway Protection Force
and railway officials are work-
ing on a war footing to find out
if it was an attempt of sabotage
before the Republic Day.

Senior DCM, Northern
Railways, Lucknow Division,
Rekha Sharma, junked reports
of sabotage and said a case of
theft was registered by the RPF.
She said the RPF was probing
the case. As per reports, a rail-
way employee spotted the miss-
ing bolts on Sunday during
patrolling and informed the
senior section engineer of NR
who reached the scene for
inquiry. The senior section engi-
neerlater lodged a report with
the police. Later the RPF also
registered a case of theft of
bolts and took help of the
CCTVs to find out the miscre-
ants. It surfaced that three hook
bolts to connect the rail track at
railway bridge number 297 at
Jalpa drain were found missing
initially. Later three outer bolts
were also found missing.
Railway officials said the bolts
had a very important role in
keeping intact the channel sleep-
er and track with the bridge and
it would have caused a mishap
had it remained unnoticed.
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Lucknow (PNS): In a tragic road
accident in Barabanki, a private bus,
while overtaking another vehicle near
Ghagra Ghat on Bahraich highway, fell
into a ditch.

The incident took place on Monday
afternoon and two passengers were
killed in the mishap which left over two
dozen others injured.

The local police rushed to the res-
cue of the passengers and shifted the
injured to the community health cen-
tre in Ramnagar from where 14 of them
were referred to the district hospital.

According to reports, the bus was
going from Balrampur to Lucknow, and
there were about 50 passengers on
board. The driver-operator fled the spot
after the incident.

ASP Purnendu Singh reached the
spot to supervise the rescue operation.

On the information of the accident,

ARM RS Verma and ARTO enforce-
ment officer Rahul Srivastava also
reached the spot.

The injured include travelers from
Gonda, Balrampur, Sitapur and
Shravasti districts.

Two persons who died in the
mishap were identified as Narendra, 36-
year-old son of Shyamlal of Piprakhurd
under Sadarpur police station of Sitapur,
and 50-year-old Brijesh Kumar Tripathi
of Mojni under Balapur police station
of Balrampur.

Those seriously injured and shift-
ed to the district hospital include Bittu
(33) and Shuchi (36) of Bhadaura,
Sitapur; Ambika Prasad's wife Usma
Devi (40), son Ravi (8) and daughter
Nita Devi (19), resident of Lal Bozhi in
Shravasti; Girish Kumar (25) of Katra;
Pradeep Kumar Dubey (42) of Balpur
Karnailganj in Gonda district; Ritesh

Kumar (30) of Katra Bazaar and his wife
Jyoti (26); Ram Prasad (50); Vijay (36)
of Bataura in Karnailganj; Vinod Kumar
(60) of Patelnagar; Preeti Tiwari (35) of
Badalpur Belsar; and Mahavir (30) of
Itiyathok.

Meanwhile, in a separate incident
in Piparpati locality of Ballia, the body
of a newlywed was found hanging
from a fan on Monday morning.

Police reached the spot and start-
ed investigation by taking possession of
the body.

The deceased was married about
two months back, on November 26,
2021.

Reports said that when Khushboo
(28), wife of Barmeshwar Ojha of
Piparpati village, did not come out of
her room on Monday morning, the
family members knocked on the door
but got no answer. They called the

police after which the door was broken
open. The cops saw her body hanging
from the ceiling fan with a dupatta.

As soon as the incident came to
light, a crowd of villagers gathered there.
Forensic team also reached the spot and
collected evidence.

On the information of Inspector
Virendra Mishra, SDM of Sadar, Zubair
Ahmed, and CO of Bansdih, Preeti
Tripathi, also reached the spot. The local
police registered a case and sent the
body for post-mortem.

Inspector Virendra Mishra said
that it had come to the fore that the
deceased had some dispute with her
husband and because of this she com-
mitted suicide.

Further investigation is going on.
The relatives of the deceased live in

Delhi and they were informed of the
incident. 
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In a shocking incident in
Bijnor, a man allegedly killed

his minor son after the child
objected to his drinking alco-
hol.

Police arrested the accused
father and started investigation
into the matter.

The incident took place
under the Haldaur police sta-
tion area of Bijnor district,
where Chhotey Singh, a native
of Umri village, is addicted to
alcohol and often drinks liquor.
On Sunday, his son objected
and tried to stop his father from
consuming liquor after which
the man lost his cool and in a
fit of rage he strangled his son
to death.

The family rushed the boy
to the doctor but he was pro-
nounced dead

Station Officer of Haldaur
police station, Uday Pratap,
said that on the basis of post-
mortem report, a murder case
was registered against the father
and he was sent to jail.

Meanwhile in another inci-
dent in Hardoi, an ITI student
shot himself with a pistol in his
room on Sunday night. When
the family members reached
the room after hearing the

gunshot, the student was lying
in a pool of blood. The family
members brought him to
Trauma Centre in Lucknow but
the student died. The police are
investigating the matter.

Reports said that Ankit
Dubey was studying in ITI in
Sakrauli village of Lonar area in
Hardoi. The family members
said that Ankit got addicted to
drugs and started smoking cig-
arettes.

According to the police,
Ankit was smoking a cigarette
on Sunday evening and his
mother spotted him. The
mother scolded him for smok-
ing a cigarette and there was an
altercation between the two.
After this, in anger, Ankit shot
him with a pistol in his room.
Hearing the gunshot, the fam-
ily members rushed to the
room and took him to the dis-
trict hospital where the doctor
referred him to Lucknow.

A case was registered and
further investigations were on.

In Gorakhpur, a 19-year-
old youth, identified as
Prashant Shukla, hanged him-
self after getting fed up with the
beating of his father. He was a
resident of Panapar and his
maternal grandfather was in
Bagahi. Prashant's maternal

grandfather has accused the
son-in-law of assault. He said
that Prashant committed sui-
cide due to frequent beating.
Police are investigating the
case.

Prashant's maternal grand-
father Om Prakash Pandey
filed a complaint at the
Bansgaon police station and
said that he had married his
daughter Kiran 24 years ago in
Panapar. She died 15 years
ago. 

After that, grandson
Prashant Shukla and grand-
daughter were living with him.
When both of them grew up,
their father took them with
him. 

On Sunday night, Prashant
came and informed him that
his father along with one per-
son beat them regularly after
getting drunk. After that he had
dinner in the night and went to
sleep in the room. 

When the door of
Prashant’s room did not open
till late in the morning, he
broke the door open with the
help of some people and saw
Prashant's body hanging from
the ceiling in the room.

Police are interrogating
Prashant's father and have
taken him into custody.

����*�

����������
��	8��������&���
��

���	
����
����	�9���&�	*�

�
��
�!������
����
�+",�-�

Even as organisations of dif-
ferent hues are approaching

various political parties to put
forth their demands, the
chikankari and zardozi work-
ers of Lucknow still remain an
unorganised lot to vote as arti-
sans and demand facilities for
themselves. This inability to
unite prevails even in current
times when they are facing
tough times in the pandemic
with many of them having
switched jobs to ply e-rick-
shaws to keep the fires burning
in their homes. Those who
have worked in the field with
these artisans admit that
though the current govern-
ment has come up with
schemes like ODOP, there is a
lot which needs to be done for
the welfare of this section of
society. Padmashri Runa
Banerjee, who has been asso-
ciated with chikankari workers
for over 40 years, said that they
would vote in the forthcoming
assembly elections because she
had been constantly encour-
aging them to vote. She said
that the total strength of these
workers in the Lucknow district
was four lakh with 99 per cent
being women and men doing
the printing and other jobs of
the trade.

“These women are associ-
ated with shops, commercial
ventures and even bring work
back at home,” Banerjee said.

“The women are aware
and also express openly that
they will vote for the political
party which will perform and
do something for the trade
from which they are making an
earning but they have not
approached any political party
to highlight their issues,”
Banerjee admitted.

She said that these workers
were unorganised and in the
pandemic they were the biggest
sufferers. “In some families
there are no other bread win-
ners and since there is little
work in the chikankari business
currently many of the artisans
have switched over to plying e-
rickshaws which are quite a few
in numbers. We have tried to
organise the chikankari work-
ers and we will be doing the
same with the zardozi workers,”
she said.

Banerjee admitted that no
political party in the past had
shown interest in the plight of
these artisans despite the fact
that they had chosen to make
an iconic art of Lucknow as the
means of their livelihood.

“Under the current state
government there is a sanc-
tioned project under the
ODOP (One district One

Product) scheme and the work
is progressing on it. This would
make a difference to the
women artisans but it has been
given to an artisans group of 18
women. There are schemes for
insurance also. However, these
efforts are less and more efforts
are needed in this direction. If
as an artisan they are demand-
ing that they should be given
cards that identify and separate
them as chikankari workers
then it needs to be looked into,”
she said. Fashion designer
Asma Hussain, who has been
working with these artisans for
long, said that there was no
denying the fact that these
artisans had faced a lot of
problems during the pandem-
ic times with many plying e-
rickshaws. “There are many
who are not enthusiastic to vote
and say that they have not been
able to do anything for them-
selves and what they will get by
voting,” she said.

Mukhtar, a chikankari arti-
san, said that several artisans
had left their art because there
was no work and no demand
for chikankari clothes. “There
is no association of chikankari
workers for several reasons.
Firstly, they will not unite and
secondly they have no time to
go out and meet people as they
would rather spend that time
doing their work,” he said.

Lucknow (PNS): A Gomti
Nagar resident lodged a report
of criminal breach of trust and
criminal intimidation against
a land shark on Sunday.

In his complaint, the vic-
tim, identified as Virendra
Kumar Singh of Viram Khand
in Gomti Nagar, alleged that he
had given Rs 5.8 lakh to Dilip
Singh Baphila of Indira Nagar
in 2012 as loan on the promise
that he would return the
money in a few months.

“A few months later when
he did not return the money I
reminded him of the same and

he sought time to return the
money. In 2018, he gave me a
cheque but it was dishon-
oured due to lack of money in
Baphila’s bank account,” he
alleged in the report.

Singh said Baphila was
sent to jail in 2021 under a
drive against the land sharks in
Lucknow and his payment
was in a limbo.

“After he was released
from jail, he came to my house
on December 7 and threatened
me to return the cheque which
he had given to me earlier and
was dishonoured by the bank,”

he alleged.
Singh further alleged that

Baphila issued life threats to
him and his family if the dis-
honoured cheque was not
returned to him.
THREATENED: Former MP
and minister in UP govern-
ment and Bharatiya Janata
Party leader Hari Narayan
Rajbhar of Gomti Nagar
lodged a report with the police
stating that unidentified mis-
creants threatened to kill him.
In his complaint, Rajbhar said
he was patron of Rajbhar
Sangthan located near Gayatri

Shaktipeeth close to Janeshwar
Mishra Park and was a native
of Ballia.

He said he got a call on
January 9 from an unidentified
mobile phone number when
he was at his house in Viram
Khand of Gomti Nagar. “The
caller abused me and then
threatened to kill me before
disconnecting the phone,” he
said. Police are investigating
the case.    Sources said Rajbhar
was a prominent leader of BJP
and threat to him at the time
of UP assembly election was a
serious issue.
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The Met department has
forecast dense fog in the

city on Tuesday.
The cold conditions con-

tinued to make the weather
harsh in Lucknow for the
denizens with the city record-
ing a maximum temperature of
17.5 degree Celsius, which was
5.2 degrees below normal, and
a minimum temperature of
13.5 degree Celsius which was
5.7 degrees above normal.

Met officials said fog was
very likely in isolated pockets
over Lucknow, Banda,
Kaushambi, Fatehpur,
Farrukhabad, Kannauj, Kanpur
Dehat, Kanpur Nagar, Unnao,
Barabanki, Rae Bareli, Amethi,
Sultanpur, Ayodhya, Ambedkar
Nagar, Saharanpur, Shamli,
Muzaffarnagar, Baghpat,
Meerut, Ghaziabad, Hapur,
Gautam Buddha Nagar,

Bulandshahr, Aligarh, Mathura,
Hathras, Kasganj, Etah,
Bijnor, Amroha, Moradabad,
Rampur, Bareilly, Pilibhit,
Shahjahanpur, Sambhal,
Budaun, Jhansi, Lalitpur and
adjoining areas.

They said very dense fog
was very likely in isolated
pockets over Agra, Firozabad,
Mainpuri, Etawah, Auraiya,
Jalaun, Hamirpur, Mahoba and
adjoining areas.

Cold day condition are
likely in isolated pockets over
Baghpat, Ghaziabad, Hapur,
Gautam Buddha Nagar,
Bulandshahr, Aligarh, Mathura,
Hathras, Kasganj, Etah, Agra,
Firozabad, Moradabad,
Rampur, Bareilly and adjoining
areas. Severe cold day condi-
tions are very likely in isolated
pockets over Saharanpur,
Shamli, Muzaffarnagar, Meerut,
Bijnor, Amroha and adjoining
areas.
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ATET examinee created a
ruckus while claiming to be

a journalist outside a school in
Ashiyana police station area and
confronted the policemen on
the duty.

He was detained and booked
for hindering police in dis-
charging its duty and on other
counts.

Investigation is underway.
The accused was identified as

Ravi Shastri of Tikait Rai Talab
in Bazaar Khala. The police
recovered his admit card and his
mobile phone by which he tried
to shoot the incident after he
indulged in a verbal spat with the
cops.

The FIR was lodged by Sub-
Inspector Rajol Singh who along
with a team was on duty at
Swami Vivekanand Inter College

in Ashiyana.
As per Singh, the police

team checked the examinees
reaching to the school and the
entry gate was closed at 9:30
am on Sunday.

“Around 9:50 am, some
15-20 examinees reached
the school and forced the
school administration to
allow them entry to take the
exam. On information, we
reached the scene and coun-
seled the examinees who
agreed to leave the scene,” he
said.

He said one of the exam-
inees, however, was adamant
on being given entry in the
school even though he was late
and he did not leave the
place.

“He started mobilising the
examinees who had agreed to
leave on being denied entry
due to their late arrival. He
provoked them to create
ruckus to exert pressure on the
school administration and get
entry to take the exam. Not
only this, he confronted the
policemen and started shoot-
ing film on his mobile phone,”
he said.

Singh said a constable,
Sachin, tried to pacify Ravi
Shastri but he scuffled with
him.

“He threatened to get us
stripped of our uniform. We

overpowered him and made
him sit in a police van. He was
so angry that he hit the grill of
the police vehicle and broke it,”
the SI said.

The police registered a
case for brawl, thrashing and
abusing the police against the
examinee.  
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As many as 10 persons

were injured when a mini
truck and a loader collided in
Khujauli locality of
Mohanlalganj on Sunday
night. Poor visibility due to fog
is said to be the reason for the
accident.

As per reports, the mini
truck was coming from
Gosainganj side while the
loader was coming from
Neelmatha side. Around 11
pm on Sunday, both collided
and then while the mini truck
ploughed into a police outpost
the loader rammed into a
shop selling sweets.

The injured were identi-
fied as mini truck driver Vishal
of Unnao, his assistant/clean-
er Dharmendra of Ayodhya,
loader driver Mansharam of
Barabanki, Rakesh and Saryu
Prasad of Barabanki,
Pawan, Manish Kumar and
Raju of Nagram, Amresh and
Lavkush of Loni Katra in
Barabanki.
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Lucknow (PNS): On the
occasion of National Girl Child
Day, a webinar on ‘Equal
Chance for Equal Future’ was
organised by the human rights
department of Babasaheb
Bhimrao Ambedkar University,
Lucknow. Addressing the webi-
nar, Vice-Chancellor of
National Law University,
Odisha, Prof Ved Kumari, who
was the chief guest, said that
even today the society was
run by the patriarchal ideolo-
gy where one worked accord-
ing to the wishes of father or
husband or brother.  “Women
never represent themselves.
They should be given the right
to take their own decisions,” she
said while discussing many
problems related to the girl
child like girl child labour,
education, nutritious food and
marriage at an early age. On the
basis of the data, showing the
male-female ratio in urban
and rural areas, she said that
not only education but also a
change in mindset was neces-
sary to bring change in society.

Keynote speaker, Prof
Vibhuti Patel, former professor
of developmental studies at
TISS, Mumbai, said an inter-
sectional perspective on girls in
India pointed out that frag-
menting girls' identity into cat-
egories of women and children
caused girls to be overlooked
in favour of those who were
more visible.
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Lucknow (PNS): An e-
challan of a stolen bike helped
the police in nabbing an auto-
lifter in Mohanlalganj on
Monday. Reports said the bike
of Ganga Prasad of Samesi in
Nagaram village was lifted on
December 13 when he went to
a fete in Karora village in the
area. Prasad is a fruit seller. He
had lodged a report in this
regard. On January 10, Prasad
received an e-challan of Rs
8,500 against his stolen bike
and was surprised that the
bike was challaned for violation
of road rule by Mohanlalganj
police on December 22. The e
challan also bore an image of
the person riding the bike.

Prasad contacted the cops
of Nagram police station where
he had lodged the complaint. 
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The biggest but one of most
backward regions of the

state, Purvanchal (eastern UP)
is likely to decide the political
fate of the state in the 2022
assembly elections. In almost
all the recent elections, this
region had played a crucial role
but it was virtually a neglected
area except in the recent time
when both the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) led central and state
governments had not only
realised its political strength but
also its potential in different
areas. Despite this, the long
pending demands for a sepa-
rate statehood to Purvanchal
continued to get dust in the
files. The political ambitions
were also the main reason why
this demand could not get
public support, as the same was
seen in many regions where the
central and concerned state
governments were forced to
succumb to the people’s aspira-
tions and its recent example
was the carving out of
Telangana from Andhra
Pradesh.

However, this Purvanchal
is the region which had played
a deciding role in helping the
BJP come to power in UP in
2017 as it earlier supported the
Samajwadi Party (SP) in 2012
and Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)
in 2007. Mayawati had realised
its strength to some extent, rais-
ing the issue of division of UP
into some smaller states when
last time she came to power but
she was in doldrums as her
government could not
approach the matter in a sin-
cere way. Though the then SP
supremo Mulayam Singh
Yadav and its present chief
Akhilesh Yadav had contested
from this region (Azamgarh) in
parliamentary elections,
Akhilesh preferred to go to last
polls five years ago, highlight-
ing his achievements through
Yamuna Expressway. Contrary
to this, as both the Prime

Minister Narendra Modi and
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
selected their political fields in
this region, they tried to do a
lot helping it change its over-
all face. And just prior to going
to 2022 polls, they tried to run
their vehicles of achievements
through newly-constructed
Purvanchal Expressway but
they were diverted too from
this route while often going to
Ayodhya and Kashi which are
not directly falling on this
path. They spent millions of
rupees on strengthening the
infrastructure in this region,
right from roads to rail, air and
even water transportation but
failed in bringing big industries
to check the migration of work-
ers to go to Surat, Mumbai and
other cities from the region.

Today, the issue of separate
statehood is virtually nowhere.
The matter was once strongly
raised by former UP Minister
Shatrudh Prakash but after
joining the SP he almost
remained silent on the issue for
the last one decade because the
SP always opposed any further
division of UP. Now, Shatrudh

Prakash is in BJP, which sup-
ports smaller states but avoids
raising Purvanchal issue.
Through its all meetings,
Suheldev Bhartiya Samaj Party
(SBSP) raised the issue of
Purvanchal, but not strongly
due to its political compulsions
as earlier it was in alliance with
the BJP (NDA) and now it has
joined the SP-led camp.

UP has six main regions
and out of these Purvanchal is
the biggest with 102 assembly
seats followed by Avadh (90),
Western UP (76), Central UP
(64), Ruhelkhand (52) and
Bundelkhand (19). Almost all
the seats of Purvanchal will go
to the polls in the sixth or sev-
enth phase. 

Out of these 102 seats in
the last elections, BJP had won
69 seats, gaining 57 from pre-
vious polls in 2012. Besides, its
partner Apna Dal (Sonelal)
won five seats out of nine from
this region while the then one
of the allies SBSP won all the
four.

The SP had received a
major blow securing just 13
seats in comparison to 57 in

2012 while the BSP maintained
its tally of eight with second
time poor performance. This
region comprises five divisions
of Varanasi, Vindhyachal
(Mirzapur), Azamgarh,
Gorakhpur and Basti covering
17 districts which are mainly
dominated by Bhojpuri-speak-
ing people. As both Modi
(Varanasi) and Yogi
(Gorakhpur) ‘politically’ belong
to the region, they will also play
a key role in mobilising the
mood of the people. Yogi has
also decided to contest from the
region (Gorakhpur Urban)
while despite all speculations,
Akhilesh preferred to test his
fate from his own strong
region. 

Despite all these favourable
strongholds, the BJP will face
a tough challenge to play a
social engineering card as
smoothly as it had played in last
elections, due to continuous
absence of Union Home
Minister Amit Shah because
recently, several of its senior
OBC leaders had resigned from
the BJP and joined its arch rival
SP camp.
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Banaras Hindu University
(BHU), ICAR-IIVR and

Union Bank of India (UBI)
organised a training pro-
gramme for the Rural Self-
Reliant and Mushroom
Cultivation in Sanjoi village,
one of six adopted villages of
the district. 

Outlining the objective of
the programme the Head,
Department of Extension
Education, BHU Prof Kalyan
Ghadei said that with the inspi-
ration of the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the Science
and Technology, Government
of India has assigned a project
to the BHU under the seed pro-
gramme to make rural com-
munity of the district a self-
reliant and socially developed
with the aim of providing
extension services and entre-
preneurship development. The
aim of this project is to connect
tribal, backward, landless and
marginal farming families with
advanced technology based
mushroom cultivation and
make them self-reliant. At the
regional level, the UBI is asso-
ciated with this programme as
a financial partner, he
informed.

Sunil Kumar, Deputy
General Manager of UBI moti-
vated the farmers who attend-
ed the training programme
and assured of financial assis-
tance at affordable rates for the
people belonging to Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes,
Marginal and landless farming
families.  

Among those who were
present on the occasion includ-
ed included Sanjeev Kumar of
Jansa Branch of UBI, a panel of
BHU professors- Dr Keshav
Prasad, Dr Virendra
Kamalvanshi, Dr Sunil Goyal &
Dr VK Paswan and Mushroom
expert Anupama Singh. The
Gram Pradhan of Sanjoi village
expressed his thanks for the
collaborative programme of
BHU, ICAR-IIVR and UBI.  

DDEO SELECTED FOR
ELECTORAL AWARD :
Deputy District Election
Officer (DDEO) Rannvijay
Singh has been selected for Best
Electoral Practice Award.  He
has been selected by the
Election Commission (EC) for
the Annual State Award for
Best Electoral Practices Award
- 2022 (Election Management)
on the occasion of 12th
National Voters’ Day-2022 on
Tuesday. A letter from the EC
addressed to this effect has
been received by the District

Election Officer (DEO)
Kaushal Raj Sharma.

The state level programme
of the National Voters’ Day-
2022 will be organised at Indira
Gandhi Pratishthan, Gomti
Nagar (Lucknow), but in view
of the Covid protocol, it has
been decided not to organise
the distribution of awards in
the said ceremony. Therefore,
the citation and memento of
DDEO (Varanasi) Ranvijay
Singh will be made available by
sending it soon.

ON E M OR E DE AT H
FROM COVID: One death
from deadly novel coronavirus
was reported on Monday and
with this, the death tally
increased to four in the third
wave of pandemic. Though,
there is relief in corona cases as
322 persons were tested posi-
tive taking the tally to 9,365. At
the same time, 509 patients
recovered and so, the active
cases were reported as 3,509. A
total of 411 people were tested

positive on Sunday. It is learnt
that the first death in the third
wave of the pandemic was
reported on January 21 last
while two deaths were report-
ed on Sunday last. On Monday,
this figure increased to four
with one more death reported
on Monday, as per a report
made available by the Health
department on Monday
evening. But in positive cases,
the district received some
reliefs as 322 were tested pos-
itive which was 411 on Sunday
last. With the positivity rate of
5.58 per cent, the cumulative
figure of positive cases
increased to 9,365. At the same
time, with the recovery rate of
62.49 per cent, a total of 509
recovered from the home iso-
lation as well as Covid hospi-
tals taking the tally of recovered
patients to 5,852. So, the active
cases were reported as 3509, as
per information provided by
the Health department this
evening. 
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Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana
launched under ‘Beti

Bachao, Beti Padhao’ is playing
an important role in making
the future of the girls bright by
strengthening them financial-
ly and socially, said Postmaster
General (PMG), Varanasi
Region, Krishna Kumar Yadav
while speaking at a programme
organised to celebrate National
Girl Child Day in Cantt Head
Post Office here on Monday.
He also distributed Sukanya
Samridhi Yojana passbooks to
girl child beneficiaries and
facilitated them.

Yadav said that Sukanya
Samriddhi accounts have been
opened by 2.32 lakh girls in
Varanasi Region so far, while
520 villages have been made
Sampoorna Sukanya
Samriddhi Grams by covering

all eligible girls in these villages.
The PMG said that now the
Aadhaar cards of girls up to five
years of age can be made
through the Postal Department
at doorstep. Under the ‘My
Stamp’ service, stamps with pic-
tures of the girls can be made
and given to them. Sukanya
Samriddhi Yojana, which is
opened in the Post Office for
the girl child up to 10 years

with only Rs 250, is not only a
medium of investment, but it is
also linked to the bright and
prosperous future of the girl
child.

Assistant Director Ram
Milan highlighted the impor-
tance of the day.
Superintendent of Post Office
(Varanasi West Division)
Sanjay Verma said that the
interest rate in Sukanya

Samriddhi Yojana is 7.6 per
cent and there is also income
tax exemption on the amount
deposited and the interest
earned. 

A maximum of 1.5 lakh
rupees can be deposited in this
scheme in a financial year. Up
to 50 per cent of the deposit
amount can be withdrawn after
the girl child attains the age of
18 years or has passed class
10th. The maturity period of
the account is 21 years from the
date of opening of the account,
however it can be closed at the
time of marriage after the girl
child attains the age of 18
years. 

Assistant Superintendent
of Posts RK Chauhan, postal
inspector Shrikant Pal, post-
master RS Verma, Sriprakash
Gupta, Rajendra Yadav,
Abhilasha Gupta, Ajita Kumari
etc were present.
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Intensifying the fight against
coronavirus, the officials of

the health department are tak-
ing high-tech and paperless
jobs to check the chances of
errors and ensure cent percent
surveillance and rapid action.

The Integrated Command
and Control Centre (ICCC)
being set up during
Mahakumbh 2019 has once
again turned into a war hub
against Covid-19 to monitor
each and every Covid-19
patient, ensuring treatment
and instant action as per
requirement.

Additional chief medical
officer (ACMO) and Nodal
Officer (Covid 19), Dr Rishi
Sahai told the reporters, “Since
the first case was detected, we

have taken up online monitor-
ing of each and every case and
maintaining records and
details of Covid-19 patients at
the ICCC building.” Moreover,
the figures of all Covid-19
patients in home isolation as
well as those undergoing treat-
ment at hospitals are being
maintained online by a dedi-
cated team of health workers.

Dr Sahai, meanwhile, said
that the department has divid-
ed the Prayagraj district into
six zones including five urban
and one rural for active sur-
veillance of Covid patients, he
added and deployed over 56
medical and paramedical staff
to man the system.

A home Isolation Calling
Centre is also set up where 12
professionals work in two
shifts to call each and every

patient in home isolation twice
a day to track their health
status and maintain their
record online till they finally
recover.

As soon as we receive the
report of a person testing pos-
itive for coronavirus infec-
tion, the patient is allotted a
zone, the ACMO said. A zonal
surveillance officer (doctor)
and two team members imme-
diately start tracking the loca-
tion of the patient, decide if
home isolation is allowed or
admission in hospital is need-
ed and then chalk out a treat-
ment plan, Dr Sahai added. An
SMS is sent to zonal surveil-
lance officers, ambulance staff,
sanitization, sealing and con-
tract tracing teams, and Rapid
Response Team to notify the
new case and initiate required

action as per Covid-19 proto-
col.

All  the activities are
recorded on the monitoring
portal in real time with time-
stamping. The Rapid Response
Team (RRT) visits the house of
the patient seeking home iso-
lation within an hour of test-
ing positive to check home
conditions and file the report
on the app.

The ambulance staff is
immediately alerted in case a
patient is serious and is shift-
ed to Covid hospital at the ear-
liest, he added.

A zonal surveillance offi-
cial has been deputed to mon-
itor online activities. Besides,
21 Rapid Response Teams
have also been engaged to
track the status of patients in
home isolation.
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Breaking all previous records
and achieving a new high in

vaccination, the officials of the
health department have admin-
istered over 14.65 lakh doses of
vaccine in the Sangam city in
23 days of January.

Officials claimed that as
many as 14,65,349 doses were
administered to recipients,
including 7,06,412 males,
7,37,509 females and 555 trans-
genders till January 22.

Officials said vaccination is
likely to cross the 18 lakh
mark this month. Interestingly,
women recipients continued to
lead in vaccination for the
fourth consecutive month. Till
January 22, a total of 69,13,827
doses were administered in
Prayagraj district, including
35,04,085 males, 33,85,958
females and 2,911 transgen-
ders.

District Immunization
Officer (DIO) and additional
chief medical officer (vaccina-
tion) Dr. Teerath Lal told the
media persons that, over 14.65
lakh doses were administered
in just 22 days this month and
efforts are underway to inten-
sify vaccination.

He further added, there has

been an active participation on
the part of all eligible recipients,
including teens (15-18 years),
male and females (above 18)
that has helped the department
to achieve the target.

Figures also claimed, three
months of last year (2021),
including September (9.39
lakh), November (9.54 lakh)
and December(9 lakh) and
January 2022, registered
records of administering more
than 9 lakh doses among eligi-
ble recipients, whereas October
2021 also recorded 8.41 lakh
doses.

Last year, November
(2021) had set the milestone in
administering the highest jabs
in Sangam city, but January this
year has broken all the previ-
ous records and recorded the
highest number of vaccine
doses in a single month, by vac-
cinating over 14 lakh recipients
alone.

Health officials, mean-
while, said that dedicated work
and enthusiasm of health teams
have helped the department to
cover the major chunk of eligi-
ble recipients.

Statistics revealed by the
health department, on Sunday,
also claimed that women recip-
ients continued to maintain

their lead in vaccination in the
first three weeks of this month
of new year in rural and urban
areas against Covid-19.

Records here claim, in
December (2021), out of
9,00,679 doses, as many as
4,73,079 females received the
jabs, while the number of males
was 4,27,206.

Similarly, in November,
out of 9,54,150 jabs adminis-
tered to eligible recipients, as
many as 5,01,783 females
received the jabs, while the
strength of male recipients was
4,52,021. Similarly, out of the
total 8,41,889 doses given in
October, as many as 4,40,094
doses were given to women,
while 4,01,428 doses were given
to men. Moreover, in
September, out of a total of
9,39,300 doses given to eligible
recipients, as many as 4,78,740
females and 4,60,002 males
got vaccinated.

3 DEVOTEES TEST POS-
ITIVE FOR COVID-19 ON
MAGH MELA CAMPUS:
Three devotees have tested
positive for Covid-19 infection
on the Magh Mela campus. The
teams of the health department
continued to collect samples of
devotees, including kalpwasis
camping in five different sec-

tors of Magh Mela area, with an
aim to check the spread of the
Covid-19 infection.

Apart from three persons
tested positive for Covid-19
infection in the mela area, as
many as 330 people also test-
ed positive for coronavirus
infection in the district. The
Prayagraj district on Sunday
recorded a total of 333 new
Covid cases.

Nodal Officer (Covid-19)
and Additional chief medical
officer Dr. Rishi Sahai said
that a total of 12 teams have
been engaged to collect samples
from camps of seers, saints and
kalpwasis for testing. He added
that around 200 samples are
being collected daily from dif-
ferent camps on a daily basis.
If any devotee tests positive, he
or she is referred to Covid care
hospital in the city and a 3T
formula of testing, tracking
and treating was followed
immediately to check the
spread of the disease.

Officials of the health
department appealed to citi-
zens to follow Covid-19 proto-
col strictly. All citizens must fol-
low social distancing norms
and use masks whenever they
are out of their houses, they
added.
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Apna Dal (S) and Nishad
Party, which is contesting

the assembly elections in
alliance with the BJP, have
claimed tickets for several seats
in Prayagraj. How much the
BJP has accepted it is not yet
declared.

However, in the presence of
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, BJP National President JP

Nadda and other seniors in
Delhi, an intense brainstorm-
ing on this issue has been.
Sanjay Nishad of Nishad Party
and Anupriya Patel of Apna
Dal (S) were also present in this
meeting. In the last elections,
Apna Dal (S) had fielded can-
didates from Soraon, Pratappur
and Handia. Of these, only the
Soraon seat was won.

According to party sources,
the Nishad Party, which has

entered into an alliance with
the BJP in the elections for the
formation of the 18th
Assembly, has claimed to field
candidates on its symbol for
three seats in Prayagraj. These
seats include Karchana of
Yamunapar, Bara and Handia
assembly seat of Gangapar. It is
also being said that even if BJP
gives seats to Nishad Party, the
candidates will be of BJP, only
the symbol will be of Nishad

Party.
On the other hand, there is

talk of going to only two seats
in the store of Apna Dal. BJP
city unit President Ganesh
Kesarwani said that till now no
announcement has been made
regarding the candidate for
the seats. BJP workers will
support whomever the top
leadership will field whether
that seat is with the candidate
of the alliance or with the BJP.
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The 16th  Convocation of
Uttar Pradesh Rajarshi

Tandon Open University,
Prayagraj will be organised on
January 28, 2022 at 12 noon in
the Atal Auditorium at Sarswati
campus of the University.
Covid-19 Protocol will be fol-
lowed in toto, informed the
Vice- Chancellor Prof Seema
Singh.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here on Monday the vice-
chancellor said, the programme
will be chaired by the Uttar
Pradesh Governor/Chancellor
Ms Anandiben Patel. The Chief
Guest of the convocation Prof
Rama Shankar Dubey, Vice
Chancellor, Gujrat Central
University, Gandhi Nagar will
deliver the Convocation
speech.

Monika Pandey of
Lucknow is to be awarded the
Chancellor's Medal. As many as
19151 Students are to be award-
ed degrees, while 21 to get Gold
Medals. These Gold medals
will be awarded to the students
who obtained highest marks
from different schools of the
University out of which 10
Gold Medals will go to male
Students and 11 have been
bagged by female students. In
this Convocation, the degrees
will be awarded to the success-

ful students of examination of
December 2020 and June 2021
Session of the University. There
are a total of 19151 such stu-
dents out of which 11225 are
males and 7926 are females. 

Prof Singh told media per-
sons that all the necessary
preparations for organising
convocation at Atal
Auditorium have been com-
pleted. This convocation will be
organized in the traditional
dress. Medal winning Students
will have to wear white Kurta-
Dhoti/Pajama for male stu-
dents and yellow sari/Salwar-
suit for female students.

The VC said that in the
16th convocation the
Chancellor Medal will be
awarded to Monika Pandey
from Lucknow Regional  Study
Centre of the University.
Monika Pandey completed her
MA Yoga in first class and
obtained highest marks among
all the Graduate and Post
Graduate students of the all
schools of the University. The
Post Graduate Category Gold
Medal will be awarded to  the
six toppers. Rajesh Kumar Ojha
Students of MA (English) reg-
istered from Gautam Budha
Mahavidyalya, Phoolpur,
Prayagraj Study Centre are to
be awarded University Gold
Medal from School of
Humanities. Amar Deep
Tiwari of MA (Sociology) reg-

istered from Upardaha Degree
College Upardaha, Prayagarj
Study Centre will be awarded
the University Gold  Medal
from School of Social Sciences.
Vishal Kumar Thakurai of
MCom registered from Shiv
Harsh Kisan PG College, Basti
Study Centre will be awarded
the University Gold  Medal
from School of Management.
Priyanka Singh of MA
(Education) registered from
Harish Chandra PG College,
Varanasi Study Centre is to be
awarded the University Gold
Medal from School of
Education. Varisha Quadri of
MSc (Bio-Chemistry) regis-
tered from GSA College of
Education, Agra Study Centre
will be awarded University
Gold  Medal from School of
Science, and Monika
Pandey Students of MA
Yoga Registered from
Lucknow Regional  Study
Centre of University will be
awarded University Gold
Medal from School of Health
Science.

Similarly, in the Graduate
Category Gold Medal will be
awarded to the six toppers of
the  Schools. Ankita Yadav
Students of BA registered from
Shri Baba Sadhav Ram
Mahavidyalaya, Koinhan,
Barsara Khalasa, Azamgarh
Study Centre of University will
be awarded University Gold

Medal from School of
Humanities. Vivek Yadav of BA
registered from Ram Lagan
Mahavidyalay, Jamalpur Ghosi
Study  Centre will be awarded
the University Gold  Medal
from School of Social Sciences.
Kushagra Patel of BCom regis-
tered from Ram Nagina Kisan
Snatkottar Mahavidyalay,
Jukhania Ghazipur, Study
Centre is to be awarded
University Gold  Medal from
School of Management. Rajat
Kumar Rai Students of BCA
registered from Krishana
Sudama Mahavidyalay,
Mardapur, Sadat, Gazipur
Study Centre will be awarded
University Gold  Medal from
School of Computer and
Information Sciences. Nawal
Kishor Pandey Students of BEd
registered from Chaudhary
TulsiRam Yadav
Mahavidyalaya, Tulsinagar
Prayagraj  Study Centre will be
awarded University Gold
Medal from School of
Education and Kajal Jaiswal
Students of BSc registered from
Shri Kedar Faujdar
Mahavidyalay, Guraini
Ghazipur Study Centre of
University will be awarded
University Gold  Medal from
School of Science.

Prof. Singh further
informed that eight meritorious
students will be awarded
Donour Gold Medals. 
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Under Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav various projects

of Northern Coalfields Limited
(NCL), a Miniratna company
of the Government of India,
carried out many relief works
under CSR in its surrounding
area and distributed necessary
materials recently.The CSR
team of Amlohri area of NCL
distributed two cupboards each
in Anganwadi centres Bharuha
and Amjhar. Along with this
under the Transform Singrauli
campaign in the anganwadis of
10 gram panchayats allotted to
Amlohri area 10 clerical tables
were given so that people work-
ing there could work easily. In
this sequence, four desk bench-
es were handed over to

Anganwadi in Dasauti. In the
past also, the Amlohri Area has
distributed necessary materials
like desk bench, table, chair,
carpet, water filter, children’s
uniform, toys, chart for read-
ing etc. in the anganwadi cen-
tres of the said panchayats.
Due to severe cold the CSR
team also distributed 40 pieces
of blankets to the needy people
found during their tour in the
surrounding rural area of
Amlohri project. Jayant Project
of NCL organised free nutri-
tious food distribution camp in
four anganwadis of Jaitpur vil-
lage under CSR. Nutritious
food, calcium and iron tablets
and other health-related med-
icines were distributed to 223
pregnant and mothers and
malnourished children up to

the age of two years during the
camp. NCL’s Central
Workshop, Jayant distributed
200 blankets to the aged men
and women/pregnant women
living below poverty line in
Jhagarhwa Tola village under
Ajgudh gram panchayat under
CSR. Along with it 500 masks
were also distributed to prevent
Covid infection. Besides, under
the Azadi Ke Amrit Mahotsav the
Jhingurda area of NCL distributed
shoes to 83 students and girls in
the Shasakiya Poorva
Madhyamik Vidyalaya, Jhingurda
Basti, under CSR. Besides Block-
B project of NCL distributed blan-
kets to 150 old men and
women/pregnant women living
below poverty line living in its sur-
rounding area for protecting
them from increasing cold. 
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Under Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav the 125th birth

anniversary of the great patri-
ot and freedom fighter Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose  was
celebrated on Sunday morning
at Rihand station of NTPC fol-
lowing Covid-19 prevention
guidelines.  Stations’s Chief
General Manager Debabrata
Paul, who was the chief guest
on the  occas ion in  his
address said that Netaji’s life

inspires all of us to serve the
country. General Managers
of the station, heads of
departments,  Additional

General Managers (AGMs),
representatives of various
unions and associations etc
were present on the occasion.
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The North Eastern Railway
Administration (NER) is

continuously striving for the
safety of its passengers. For
monitoring the platforms and
circulating area of the station
North Eastern Railway (NER)
integrated security system (ISS)
has been installed at
Gorakhpur and Lucknow sta-
tions  and video surveillance
system at 16 stations  Chief
Public Relations Officer
(CPRO) Pankaj Kumar Singh
said. With these security sys-
tems in the platform and cir-
culating area along with safety
of passengers undesirable activ-
ities are also effectively moni-
tored. With it the incidents of

theft etc with the passengers on
the platforms are monitored.
Apart from it the process of
installation of this system at 17
more stations in progress.
Integrated security system has
been installed at Gorakhpur
and Lucknow Jn stations of
passenger- oriented NER.
Apart from it at 16 stations —
Deoria Sadar, Siwan, Chhapra,
Ballia, Ghazipur City, Mau,
Azamgarh, Belthara Road,
Khali labad, Mankapur,
Gonda, Basti,  Sitapur,
Badshahnagar, Rudrapur City
and Kathgodam at a total of
576 locations IP-based high
resolution cameras have been
installed which can be
zoomed out and zoomed in to
identify undesirable elements
and the system can be oper-

ated from anywhere. 
It is a three-tier security

system. Under it monitoring is
done on the platform and cir-
culating area from the control
room of headquarters, division
and station due to which the
safety of passengers in stations
and circulating area is closely
monitored. 

Besides, rail users can dial
139 for any help, complaint
and information related to
security and railways. The
‘Meri Saheli Abhiyan’ is also
run by the Railways for the
safety of women passengers, in
which those travelling alone
are made aware.

With the continuous
efforts of the Railways the
safety of the passengers has
been strengthened.
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With the objective of pro-
viding uniformity to

public procurement
Government e-Marketplace
(GeM) portal has been set up.
Through this portal the facili-
ty of online purchase of goods
and services in government
departments is available. The
main objective of this portal is
to bring transparency, quality,
efficiency etc in public pro-

curement. Along with it by this
online business is to be pro-
moted. This process has proved
to be very useful in the difficult
times of Covid-19 infection. 

The Stores department of
North Eastern Railway (NER)
is using the GeM portal exten-
sively, CPRO Pankaj Kumar
Singh said. In the current
financial year till December
2021 a total purchase of about
�87.73 crore has been done by
the Stores Department. In NER

goods and services are also
being procured through GeM
portal. In fact (GeM) portal is
an online marketplace which is
very user friendly. 

In this, all purchases and
payments are done online,
which in itself is an indicatorof
transparency. As a result of this
system promoting competi-
tion, the facility of buying
quality goods and services at
comparatively affordable rates
remains available to the buyer.
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Under the spirit for holding
free, fair and peaceful

assembly election flag march-
es/area domination exercises
exercise were conducted under
three police stations area of the
district on Sunday. CO Uma
Shankar took the command of
the flag march taken out under
Lalganj police station areas
which passed through Lalganj
town, sensitive localities,
including Jaikar, Kothi Khurd,
Ninwar, Newada and other
areas. CO said an appeal was
made to common people to feel
fearless and follow Covid-19
guidelines. The flag march
under Dehat Kotwali police sta-
tion  areas which was led by
sub-inspectors Baali Maurya
and Surendra Yadav passed
through Bhataulighat, Jausara,
Khutaha, Newarhia, Jignaudi,
Vijaypura villages and others.
Station Officer (SO) Sanjay
Singh led the flag march under
Ahraura police station areas
which passed through sensitive
parts of the town, rural areas,
including Chakia Tiraha,
Rudauli, Imiliachatti,
Bhagawatideyi and other adja-
cent villages. The marches were
accompanied by heavy police
and and paramilitary forces.
Meanwhile AMA Zila
Panchayat/incharge flying
squad Neetu Singh Sisodiya

said said that under 395
Chhanbey assembly con-
stituency flying squad team No
2 during its routine inspection
seized 24 bottles of illicit liquor
on Sunday. She said the team
had informed the authorities
concerned to take relevant
action.  An earlier report said
that Halia police during routine
patrolling on being tipped off
by informer arrested one per-
son and recovered 40 litres of
illicit liquor from his possession
recently. 

SELECTED: Assistant
Chief Election Officer, UP, AK
Pandey through a letter
informed DM/District Election
Officer (DEO) Praveen Kumar
Laxkar that he has been select-
ed for Best Electoral Practices
Award-2021. The 12th National
Voters’ Day is to be observed
on January 25 at Indira Gandhi
Pratishthan Gomtinagar,
Lucknow but due to Covid pro-
tocol the award giving cere-
mony was not to be held on the
occasion and the citation as
well as the memento will be
sent to him. Deputy District
Election Officer (DDEO) Shiv
Pratap Shukla and his col-
leagues have congratulated
DEO Praveen Kumar Laxkar. 

13 COUPLES REUNITE:
Under Project Milan 13 couples
got reunited on Sunday in
Women Family Counselling
Centre at Police Lines. The

counsellors present on the
occasion succeeded in reunit-
ing 13 couples who were resid-
ing separately due to some
misunderstandings. The coun-
sellors made them agree to live
together and couples proceed-
ed for their houses happily. The
entire proceedings was con-
ducted by woman head con-
stable Shashibala and col-
leagues Preeti Chaubey and
Kavita. Counsellors Nirmala
Rai and Parvati Pandey blessed
the couples and wished them a
happy life.

ACCUSED HELD:
Madihan police arrested an
accused and recovered four
stolen motorcycles on Saturday.
Dhanvant Singh had lodged an
FIR at Madihan police station
on January 19 about the theft
of his motorcycle. During
investigation police intercept-
ed a suspect in Chaukhada vil-
lage who failed to show docu-
ments of the motorcycle. After
interrogation he divulged that
he was a motorcycle thief and
on his identification three more
motorcycles were recovered.
The police booked the accused
under relevant sections of IPC
and sent him jail. The accused
was identified as Satyaprakash,
a resident of Baburahi village
under Karma police station in
Sonbhadra district. Meanwhile
Madihan police arrested a rape
accused recently.
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The District Magistrate, City,
Neha Sharma on Monday

addressing the team of nodal
officers and incharges at the
Collectorate said duties have
clearly been assigned to all the
officials for the smooth con-
duct of election and thus all
officials will have to take
responsibility for acting
responsibily and directed them
to work as a team so that elec-
tions can be held in free and
fair manner. She said all the
polling centres strict COVID-
19 protocol had to be main-
tained and advised them to
with the help of voter aware-
ness programme create
required awareness among the
electorate.

She said if the elections
were held in free and fair man-
ner with any fear the vote per-
centage can certainly go up and
this was to be kept in mind. She
said all the personnel who
were assigned poll duty should
be imparted proper training
and directed that the personnel
on duty should not face any
problem. She said parking was
a major problem and thus
proper parking slots be ear-
marked so that the general traf-
fic may not be put into diffi-
culty the traffic can move
smoothly. She said furniture
should also be arranged at
Polytechnic along with other
basic necessities.

The DM said in case the
roads of these places were
damaged then it should be
repaired on priority and said
the police and excise depart-
ment should work in close
coordination. She said the
Flying Squad should constant-
ly be on the move can carry out
combing operations. She said
the prime objective was that
during the elections there
should be no hindrance and the
poll be held peacefully strictly
following the COVID-19 pro-

tocol. She added that review
meeting will be held regularly
to see the progress and that the
nominations were also held
without any problem. The
Chief Development Officer Dr
Mahendra Kumar was also
present along with other offi-
cials.

The DM earlier carried
out a thorough inspection of all
the nomimnation places espe-
cially entry points in view of
the nominations beginning on
Tuesday. She said this time the
Election Commission had
placed dual responsibility, first
to ensure peaceful and smooth
filing of the nomination papers
and peaceful polls and the sec-
ond to strictly follow the
COVID-19 protocol. She said

the arrangements made at all
the 10 places were found to be
satisfactory and said this time
CCTV will closely monitor
the process of filining nomi-
nation and also that there was
no violation of the protocol.

After visiting the Sarsaiya
Ghat  and Chetna Chauraha
barricading and then she went
to the new Collectorate ACM
building where nominations
will be filed for eight assembly
seats. She personally inspected
the nomination places and
nominaton rooms and checked
the CCTV cameras and
expressed safisfaction that ade-
quate CCTV cameras had been
installed for the exercise. She
then personally visted the
Control Room to monitor its

working  and directed that
during the time of nomination
between 11am and 3 pm there
should be a magistrate con-
stantly on duty.

Directing that COVID-19
protocol had to be strictly fol-
lowed and any laxity the offi-
cials will be held responsible.
She directed that the Control
Room should also be equipped
with PA System and said bar-
ricading should be in such a
way that it facilitated the filing
smoothly and did not create
hindrance for the traffic on
those routes. She then visited
the Sadar Tehsil where nomi-
nations for two assembly seats
had to be filed. She directed
that proper and adequate sig-
nages should be put up so that

the people who come to file
their nominations do not face
any problem. She was accom-
panied by ADM RF ADM City,
and ADM LA.

It may be mentioned here
that after assuming charge of
Kanpur Sharma made a spot
inspection of Sarsaiya Ghat
Shelter Home and took a first
hand feedback and directed the
caretaker to ensure that every-
thing was arranged in a prop-
er manner so that people who
took shelter did not find any
problem. 

She said in view of the
ongoing cold wave there should
bonfires lit so that the people
can keep themselves warm.
She was accompanied by ADM
City, Atul Kumar.
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The Divisional
Commissioner, Dr Raj

Shekhar, while reviewing the
on-going development  and
modernisation work of the
four Badminton Courts and
two Table Tennis rooms at the
Green Park Stadium on
Tuesday said Harcourt Butler
Technological University had
been being nominated as tech-
nical partners along with the
technical support and inputs
from Sports Authority of India.
He said  a world class sports
facilities  with at par standards
will be maintained at both the
places.He said once the whole
project was completed the
entire setup will be managaed
by the ‘Divisional Sports
Promotion Committee’.  He
said the work was going on at
a rapid pace and was expected
to be compete by May 2022 and
will be thrown open for the
shuttlers and TT players. He
said with additional four new
wood floor badminton courts
and six new table tennis centres
will make this Green Park
Stadium the most favoured
sports hub in Kanpur in the
coming days.

The DC said to ensure
that the players of Kanpur and
the neighbouring districts
enjoy the world class sports

facilities in Kanpur, the Kanpur
Smart City in association with
Sports Department of UP had
taken up the important project
of renovation  and modernisa-
tion of these four Badminton
courts six table tennis centres
on the campus. He said to
monitor the work progress and
to ensure that the works were
completed on time he said a
regular monitoring will be car-
ried out. He was accompanied
by the Kanpur Municipal
Commissioner  and Deputy
Director Sports. 

Discussing the salient fea-
tures of  the project, he said the
total cost of the project was
around Rs 4 crore and the civil
work would be Rs 2.5 crore
while the equipment and fin-

ishing work another Rs 1.5
crore. He said the work took off
around a fortnight back and
presently it was dismantling the
old damaged structures. He
said once this was done there
shall be four new wood-floor
badminton courts and six table
tennis centres.

Dr Shekhar said apart from
this it would also have digital
display boards and seating
capacity for 100 players in
total. He said the two new  toi-
lets blocks (one for men and
one for women players was also
in progress. He said it will have
four entry and exit points. He
said apart from this it will also
have lockers and green rooms
for changing facilities for men
and women players separately. 
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Preparations have been made
for the nomination to all the

10 Assembly seats which will
take off from Tuesday. The
nomination forms were dis-
tributed on Monday which
can be filed from Tuesday
onwards. The nomination will
continue till February 1, 2022
and the verification of the
nominations will be carried out
on February 2,  while the can-
didates can withdraw their
names till February 4. The
district administration had
issued stern guidelines for fol-
lowing COVID-19 protocol
and thus there shall be no
procession taken out. This
directive had been issued
specifically for the violation
carried out by Bilhaur BJP
candidate.

As per rules there should
be 10 people who will propose
the nomination of independent
candidates, while for national
parties it had to be bring in one
each. The nominations will be
filed  Bithoo—SDM Sadar,
Bilhaur Tehsildar Sadar,
Ghatampur City Magistrate,
Kidwai Nagar ACMI ,
Cantonment ACM II, Sisamau
ACM III, Aryanagar ACM IV,
Maharajpur ACMV, Kalyanpur
ACM VI and Govindnagar
ACMVII. The two reserved

constituencies namely Bilhaur
and Ghatampur candidates will
have to deposit their case cer-
tificates. 

The candidates will have to
submit their property both
movable and immovabvle and
if any criminal antecedants
will have to be clearly men-
tioned.

This time the candidate
will have to clearly mention
their bank account details
along with their wife, sons and
daughters as well.

CASE FILED:  The Bilhaur
BJP candidate, Rahul Bachcha
violated he poll norms and
massive gathering came up for
his Dev Darshan Programme.
The Returning Officer, Laxmi
N filed cases against the can-
didate and 60 unnamed people
for their presence at the venue.
The massive crowd has led to
traffic jam at Chaubeypur
Highway in which an ambu-
lance was also stranded. 

The massive traffic jam
was videographed as evidence.
Besides during his campaign-
ing he was supported by mas-
sive crowd which was clear vio-
lation of the norms. 

However the candidate had
told the Returning Officer
that his future poll campaign
will be exactly as per the poll
norms and the COVID-19 pro-
tocol.
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The Kidwai Nagar election
office of Bharatiya Janata

Party, candidate Mahesh
Chandra Dwivedi was inaugu-
rated by Bal Chaitanya Puri
Maharaj Arun Puri Maharaj on
Monday. The chanting of
mantras and formal cutting of
ribbon was also carried out in
the presence of a large gather-
ing. Slogans of Jai Shree Ram
and Modi and Yogi Zindabad
was also raised. The state gen-
eral secretary, Vijay Bahadur
Pathak addressing the gather-
ing said this time the BJP will
make a rich haul of the entire
seats and create a history. He
said the reason was the massive
progress work carried out in
the state especially Kanpur has
won the hearts of the electorate
of the city. He said this was the

first time in the history that
massive development works
had been carried out to this
extent. He said the Yogi gov-
ernment has planned in such a
manner that  all the develop-
ment works these develop-
ment works have reached the
people at the grass-roots level.
He said this was the first time
that the BJP government had
made every effort that the ben-
efits of various schemes and the
development works reached
the common people as well and
said this will act as the back-
bone of the victory of the Yogi
government. He said this the
gap between the rich and poor
had been drastically reduced by
offering the best social life to
the people in the form of
umpteen welfare schemes
meant for every section of the
society.
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The National Sugar Institute,
Kanpur added another

feather to its cap by successfully
producing ‘Activated Bio-char’
from sugarcane bagasse ren-
dered surplus by the sugar fac-
tories. Presently bagasse, the
fibrous material received after
crushing the sugarcane was
utilised mostly as a fuel. The
Institute for the last several
years was continuously work-
ing on developing various value
added products utilising this
product so as to enhance rev-
enues of sugar factories and
‘Activated Bio-char’ was
another such product in the
series.

The Director of NSI, Prof

Narendra Mohanon Monday
informed that the product had
been developed after almost 18
months of continuous efforts
by Project Scientists Shalini
Kumari under the supervision
of Dr Sudhanshu Mohan, Jr.
Scientific Officer for treatment
of sugar melt and waste waters
in sugar factories. 

He said at present, sugar
refineries use ‘Ion Exchange
Resins’ as commercially avail-
able to de-colorise their sugar
melt to produce superior qual-
ity sugar of low colour value.
He said however, use of such
resins escalated the cost of
production, besides genera-
tion of substantial quantity of
effluents. 

He said the product devel-

opment and laboratory scale
trials were aimed to assess
possibilities of replacing ‘Ion
Exchange Resins’ with the
‘Activated Bio-char’ produced
from bagasse. 

He said the laboratory scale
trial for decolorising the sugar
melt were encouraging with a
colour reduction to the extent
of 30 per cent. 

He said the ‘Activated Bio-
char’ from bagasse had been
prepared by carrying out dry-
ing the bagasse, grinding and
screening it to desired particle
size, conducting pyrolysis
under anaerobic conditions
like in the absence of air and
then activating the surface
through acid treatment under
controlled conditions. 
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The Supreme Court on
Monday said it would hear

on Tuesday a petition which
has sought quashing of the
Centre’s decision by which
5,789 entities lost their Foreign
Contribution Regulation Act
(FCRA) registration.

The FCRA registration is
mandatory for any association
and NGO to receive foreign
funding. The plea, filed by
US-based NGO ‘Global Peace
Initiative’, came up for hearing
before a bench comprising
Justices A M Khanwilkar and
C T Ravikumar.

The bench said the matter
would be heard on Tuesday.

There were 22,762 FCRA-
registered organisations till
December 31, 2021.

On January 1, the number
came down to 16,829. These
are considered “live” organisa-
tions. The officials had said the
FCRA licences of 18,778 organ-
isations were expiring between
September 29, 2020 and
December 31, 2021.

Out of them, as many as
12,989 organisations have
applied for renewal of the
FCRA licence between
September 30, 2020 and
December 31, 2021.

Since 5,789 organisations
did not apply for the renewal of
the FCRA licence, they were
deemed to have ceased to be
registered organisations, an
official had said. In addition to
them, renewal application of
179 organisations were also
rejected by the Home Ministry
due to different reasons.
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Two Hindu organisations
“Hindu Sena” and “Hindu

Front for Justice” have moved
the Supreme Court seeking to
intervene as parties in a pend-
ing plea in which notices have
been issued to the Centre and
others on allegations of hate
speeches made against Muslim
communities at Haridwar and
New Delhi.  The bench, head-
ed by Chief Justice N V
Ramana, on January 12, had
sought responses from the
Centre, Utttarakhand and Delhi
Police on the PIL filed by jour-
nalist Qurban Ali and former
Patna High Court judge and
senior advocate Anjana Prakash
seeking direction to ensure
investigation and action against
those who allegedly made hate
speeches during the two events
held recently in Haridwar and
the national Capital. 

One intervention applica-
tion filed by Vishnu Gupta,
National President of NGO

‘Hindu Sena', through lawyer
Barun Kumar Sinha, has
sought directions to the State
Governments to register FIRs
against AIMIM leader
Asaduddin Owaisi and others
including Tauqeer Raza, Sajid
Rashidi, Amanatullah Khan,
Waris Pathan for allegedly
making hate speeches against
Hindu community and its God
and Goddesses. 

“The applicants herein
through the present application
are praying to this court to
direct an SIT to investigate the
hate speeches given against
the members of the Hindu
community, their gods and
goddesses,” Gupta said in the
plea.
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From the early pandemic
days, sudden loss of smell,

or an impaired or distorted per-
ception of odours, emerged as
an unusual symptom of Covid.
While some people recovered,
for some the sense of smell
never quite returned to normal.
Now a preliminary study has
said that about 50 per cent of
people infected with Covid-19
during the first wave of infec-
tions in 2020 may have long-
term and even permanent
changes to their sense of smell.

Scientists at the Karolinska
Institute in Stockholm found
this after they ran comprehen-
sive tests on 100 individuals
who caught Covid in the first
wave of infections in 2020. The
findings of the yet-to-be peer-
reviewed study showed that 18
months after recovering from
Covid 4 percent people lost
their sense of smell entirely.

However, a third had a
reduced ability to detect
odours, and nearly half com-
plained of parosmia — where
the sense of smell is distorted.
The team concluded that 65 per
cent of those who recovered

from Covid displayed either a
loss of smell, a reduced sense of
smell, or distortions to the
sense 18 months after the infec-
tion, compared with 20 per
cent of those who had not
caught the virus, the report
said.

"Given the amount of time
since [the] initial insult to the
olfactory system, it is likely that
these olfactory problems are
permanent," they wrote.
According to the UK Health
Security Agency, a loss of smell
or taste is less than half as com-
mon with Omicron than the

Delta variant.
But there is no reliable

data demonstrating that
Omicron is less dangerous to
the olfactory system, Johan
Lundstrom, who led the
research at the Karolinska
Institute, was quoted as saying
in the media reports.

A severe loss of smell could
also lead to depression and to
people changing their diets,
often for the worse, causing
them to put on weight,
Lundstrom said.

"When you cannot smell,
all you can sense is the five

basic taste qualities, tactile sen-
sations and spices," he said.
"Unconsciously, people start
to add more sugar and fat, or
have an increased urge for
fried food for the texture, all to
get some enjoyment out of
eating."

Lundstrom stated that peo-
ple can get help by doing olfac-
tory training. "They might not
regain 100 per cent of past per-
formance, but most of them
will, with training, get back to
a point where their reduced
sense of smell will not affect
their lives," he said.
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The Election Commission of
India (EC) will observe the

12th National Voters' Day
(NVD) on January 25 with the
theme 'Making Elections
Inclusive, Accessible, and
Participative’. The topic of this
year's NVD, 'Making Elections
Inclusive, Accessible, and
Participative,' envisions an
emphasis on EC's commit-
ment to facilitating active voter
participation during elections
and making the whole process
hassle-free and memorable for
all types of voters.

M Venkaiah Naidu, Vice
President of India, has agreed
to be the Chief Guest at the
national occasion. However,
because he will be unable to
attend the celebration in per-
son, his message will be given
digitally at the event. Kiren
Rijiju, Union Minister for Law
and Justice, will be present at
the event as the Guest of
Honour. To mark the occasion,
National Awards for the Best
Electoral Practises for the year
2021-22 will be conferred on
State and District level officers

for their outstanding perfor-
mance in the conduct of elec-
tions in different spheres such
as IT initiatives, Security
Management, Election
Management, Accessible
Elections and contribution in
the field of voter awareness and
outreach.

National Awards will also
be given to important stake-
holders like government
departments, EC icons and
media groups for their valuable
contribution towards voters’
awareness. During the function,
the newly enrolled voters would
also be felicitated and handed
over their Elector Photo Identity
Card (EPIC). The Commission
has recently launched a new ini-
tiative to deliver the EPIC to
newly enrolled voters, along
with a personalised letter and a
Voter Guidebook.

An EC Publication ‘Leap of
Faith: Journey of Indian
Elections’ will be released. The
book narrates India's electoral
history and the growth of rep-
resentative and electoral prin-
ciples in India as it evolved
from the nineteenth to twenty
first century.
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While allowing the politi-
cal parties to use video

vans for campaigning in poll-
bound States, the Election
Commission has made it clear
that the vehicle cannot stop at
any viewing point for more
than 30 minutes.

It had cautioned that the
video van events should not
cause inconvenience to the
people and should not be a
hindrance to smooth flow of
traffic.

After allowing use of video
vans on Saturday, the
Commission had issued
instructions to its chief elec-
toral officers on use of such
vehicles for campaigning by
parties. ‘The video van of the
political party should be used
to propagate its programme
and policies to seek votes.
Votes or support for any par-
ticular candidate should not be
solicited,” the EC letter to the
Chief Electoral Officers 
read.

However, if the video van
is used for seeking votes or
support for a candidate then
the expenditure of the video
van should be accounted for
by such candidate appropri-
ately.

"Expenditure observers to
closely monitor this," the let-
ter underlined.The vans can
only be operated between 8 am
and 8 pm and these vehicles
cannot be used for rallies and
roadshows.The parties are
barred from displaying their
campaigning material through
these vehicles in market areas
or crowded places.

It will be the responsibil-
ity of the political party to
ensure that the maximum
stoppage for viewing of the
vehicle at any location is not
more than 30 minutes, it 
said.

While extending the ban
on physical election rallies till
January 31 to curb the spread
of Covid, the EC had on
Saturday allowed video vans
for publicity with usual Covid
restrictions at designated open
spaces with a maximum of 500
viewers.

After allowing use of video
vans on Saturday, the
Commission had issued
instructions to its chief elec-
toral officers on use of such
vehicles for campaigning by
parties.

Assembly polls are sched-
uled to be held in Punjab,
Uttar Pradesh, Manipur, Goa
and Uttarakhand.
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has car-

ried out search operations on
at the business premises, bank
lockers of Atlas Jewellery India
Limited (AJIL) under
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) at
three places in Mumbai,
Bengaluru and New Delhi and
made a total seizure of Rs
26.59 crore in the form of
fixed deposit, Indian currency,
gold, silver and diamond jew-
ellery.

The ED had initiated a
money laundering investiga-
tion on the basis of an FIR. reg-
istered by the Kerala Police,
Thrissur East Police Station,
Thrissur against Atlas Jewellery,
MM Ramachandran and Indira
Ramachandran under various
Sections of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) for cheating South
Indian Bank, Round South

Branch, Thrissur, Kerala, the
ED said in a statement.

With an intention to cheat,
these accused planned and
presented forged documents to
the bank and availed loan
worth Rs 242.40 crore during
the period March 21, 2013 to
September 26, 2018 and have
not repaid the money.

"Investigation revealed that
MM Ramachandran had
invested Rs 100 crore by way of
purchase of equity shares of
Atlas Jewellery India Limited
(AJIL), New Delhi and trans-
ferred another Rs 14 crore in
the Escrow Account with Axis
Bank, New Delhi," it added.

����� ��������	

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has

attached assets worth Rs 69.14
crore of Dhanraj Kochar, Tamil
Nadu-based businessman and
his family members under
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) in a
cheating case.

The ED had initiated
money laundering investiga-
tion on the basis of an FIR reg-
istered by City Crime Branch
(CCB), Tamil Nadu Police
against Dhanraj Kochar, his
family members and associates
under various sections of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC) for
cheating and criminal con-
spiracy of more than Rs 100
crore.

The ED had conducted a
search operation on September

29 last year at the residential
and business premises and
bank lockers of Kochar and his
family members and seized
Indian currency and jewellery
besides various incriminating
documents.

Investigation by ED
revealed that one MS Hameed
and Kochar along with one
Abdul Rawoof were the direc-
tors of a company –DR
Foundations & Estates Private
Limited, which was into real
estate business. During 2005-
06, the properties in Siruseri
village under the jurisdiction of
Thiruporur Sub Registrar
Office, bifurcated in 20 prop-
erty documents, were pur-
chased out of funds invested by
Hameed and his family mem-
bers along with his business
entity Paramount Builders, DR
Foundations and Real Estates

Pvt. Ltd. the ED said in a state-
ment.

These properties were clan-
destinely transferred to the
names of Kochar and his fam-
ily members and some prop-
erties were directly purchased
in their names from the funds
invested by Hameed in the
company.

“Some of the properties
have also been sold in the
interregnum. In order to pre-
vent further sale of the said
properties, which are proceeds
of crime and to prevent frus-
tration of further proceedings
under PMLA, 2002, immov-
able properties and movable
assets (in the form of FDs and
jewellery ) to the tune of Rs
69.14 crore of Dhanraj Kochar
and his family members has
been provisionally attached,” it
added.
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President Ram Nath Kovind
and Prime Minister

Narendra Modi were among
the prominent personalities
who spoke with Vice President
M Venkaiah Naidu on Monday,
who has tested positive for
coronavirus, and enquired
about his health.

According to officials in
the Vice President Secretariat,
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla,
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh, Home Minister Amit
Shah, several Cabinet minis-
ters, chief ministers and lead-
ers of various political parties
also spoke to Naidu, who is in
home isolation in Hyderabad.
Naidu had tested positive for
the virus on Sunday. This is for
the second time the vice pres-
ident, who is also Chairman of
Rajya Sabha, has been infected
with the virus.

"Vice President M
Venkaiah Naidu, who is in
Hyderabad, tested COVID pos-
itive today. He has decided to
remain in self-isolation for a
week. He has advised all those
who came in contact with him
to isolate themselves and get
tested," the Vice President

Secretariat tweeted. It seems
unlikely that he will participate
in Republic Day celebrations on
Wednesday.

Meanwhile results of 875
people, who were tested for
Covid in Parliament, have
returned positive, sources said
days before the start of its
Budget Session. The data, they
said, is of tests conducted since
the beginning of the third
wave of the pandemic till
January 20. The session is
scheduled to start from January
31 and its first part will con-
clude on February 11.

As many as 2,847 tests
have been conducted in
Parliament since the starting of
the third wave, and out of
these results of 875 returned
positive, the sources said. Out
of the total tests, 915 were con-
ducted by the Rajya Sabha
Secretariat and 271 samples
were found to be positive for
the infection, they said.
According to the sources, the
session will be held following
Covid-related protocols.

In the wake of a spike in
Covid cases, a call has to be
taken whether Lok Sabha and
Rajya Sabha will sit simultane-
ously or in different shifts,
they said.
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Congress on Monday
released its list of 30 star

campaigners for the first-phase
Assembly election in Uttar
Pradesh, naming party presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi, former
prime minister Manmohan
Singh, former party chief Rahul
Gandhi, new entrant Kanhaiya
Kumar and some of the G-23
leaders.

Former Leader of
Opposition in Rajya Sabha
Ghulam Nabi Azad, former
Haryana chief minister
Bhupinder Singh Hooda and
former Rajya Sabha member
Raj Babbar are among the G-
23 leaders named as star cam-
paigners. The group of 23
Congress leaders had earlier
raised questions on the func-
tioning of the party and sought
an organisational overhaul.

Former Rajasthan deputy
chief minister Sachin Pilot,
who had revolted against its
own government in the state
led by Ashok Gehlot, also fig-
ures among the 30 star cam-
paigners. AICC general secre-
tary in-charge of Uttar Pradesh

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra and
Rajasthan chief minister Ashok
Gehlot and Chhattisgarh chief
minister Bhupesh Baghel are
also among the star cam-
paigners.

The list includes state party
chief Ajay Kumar Lallu,
Congress Legislature Party
leader in the assembly
Aradhana Misra 'Mona', for-
mer union ministers Salman
Khurshid and RPN Singh, and
former Rajya Sabha members
Pramod Tiwari and P L Punia.

Party leaders Deepinder
Singh Hooda, Supriya Shrinate,
Imran Pratapgarhi and
Kanhaiya Kumar are also
among the 30 star campaigners
of the Congress. In the first of
the seven phases, polling will be
held in 58 assembly con-
stituencies spread over 11 dis-
tricts on February 10.

The districts which are
going to poll in the first phase
are Shamli, Muzaffarnagar,
Baghpat, Meerut, Ghaziabad,
Gautam Buddh Nagar, Hapur,
Bulandshahr, Aligarh, Mathura
and Agra. The final-phase
polling will be on March 7 and
the results will be declared on
March 10.
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Citing a report that stated the
incomes of the rich

increased and that of the poor
declined during the pandemic,
the Congress on Monday
alleged the Modi Government
is for the rich and demanded
that the union budget should
focus on bridging the widening
income divide. 

"The entire country suf-
fered during the Covid pan-
demic, but the poor and the
middle class are also victims of
the 'economic epidemic' of the
Modi Government. The cred-
it for digging this widening gap
between the rich and the poor
goes to the central govern-
ment," former Congress chief
Rahul Gandhi said in a tweet.

He cited a report that
claimed that incomes of the
poor reduced by 53 per cent
while that of the rich increased
during Covid times. The report
showed the widening dispari-
ty in annual household
incomes, with the poorest 20
per cent of the population wit-
nessing 52.6 per cent decline in
their incomes and the lower
middle class comprising 20
per cent facing a decline of 32.4
per cent in their income, while
the richest (20 per cent) saw 39
per cent rise in their 
incomes.

Congress spokesperson
Supriya Shrinate said at AICC
press conference that the Modi
government is only working for
the benefit of the rich and the
incomes of 20 per cent poor
population have halved and the

income of 60 per cent of the
population has reduced to its
lowest level during the Modi
regime.

"We categorically and
assertively insist that the union
budget must focus on bridging
this divide.... The union bud-
get should only focus on
increasing money in the hands
of the poor. The union budget
should pay attention on how
urban poverty is going up
many fold and rural poverty in

comparison has gone up," she
said. Shrinate also demanded
that the government institute a
gross economic mismanage-
ment index to know how badly
mismanaged the Indian econ-
omy is.

Congress chief spokesper-
son Randeep Surjewala alleged
that the "Modi government is
only for the rich! It is now
before us - 'The poor is poor-
er and 'Hum do, hamare do' is
reaping silver."
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The two Houses of
Parliament will meet at

separate times of the day for
five hours each — Rajya Sabha
in the first half and Lok Sabha
in the second half — to ensure
Covid distancing norms during
the Budget Session beginning
January 31.

Lok Sabha will meet at 11
am on February 1 for the pre-
sentation of the Union Budget
and it will meet from 4 pm to
9 pm from February 2 to
February 11, when the session
will go on a recess.

During sittings of the
Lower House of Parliament,
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha
chambers and their galleries

will be used for seating of
members in view of the
COVID-19 pandemic restric-
tions, a Lok Sabha bulletin
said.

While the exact timings of
Rajya Sabha are yet to be for-
mally notified, sources said
the Upper House of Parliament
could meet from 10 am to 3
pm. 

A final decision on timing
is yet to be taken as Rajya Sabha
Chairman and Vice President
M Venkaiah Naidu is infected
with COVID-19 and has iso-
lated himself in Hyderabad.

The budget session will
begin on January 31 with the
address of President Ram Nath
Kovind to the joint sitting of
both Houses of Parliament.
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On the occasion of National
Girl Child Day, Union

Minister Jitendra Singh on
Monday interacted with girls
who have excelled in the areas
of science, technology and
innovation.  

Union Science and
Technology Minister Singh
said several Government
schemes are instilling confi-
dence among children to think
innovatively, look for out-of-
the-box solutions for different
problems and to break the
barriers of the past to under-
take unconventional initiatives.

He stressed upon
sustainable start-ups with
viable livelihood linkage and
new vocational opportunities.

Referring to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
exhortation that "innovation is
the key to realising the dream
of new India," Singh reiterated

all government support and
help to young achievers and
said empowerment of girls will
lead to a better tomorrow.

During the online interac-
tion, Digantika Bose, first-year
B.Sc student from Bengaluru,
said that she had developed a
virus destroying mask which
was preventive against the coro-
navirus also and the project was
shared with the Department of
Science & Technology. She
sought the minister's help to
market the mask, to which he
promised her to help undertake
an evidence-based trial before
its marketing.

Manisha Ramola, first-year
B.Sc student from Uttarakhand,
has developed an Al-based
solution designed to provide
in-depth information on med-
icinal leaves and herbs with just
a single image. 

The minister compliment-
ed her for coming up with an
innovation that combined

ancient herbal medicine knowl-
edge of the Himalayas with the
futuristic concept of Artificial
Intelligence.

Nishi Goswami from
Panna in Madhya Pradesh
demonstrated to the minister
an Al-based Chatbot that pro-
vides consultation services like
a doctor and answers health or
medical queries to a user. 

The minister brought to
her notice that she had devel-
oped an AI-based interface
between the patient and doctor.
The same could be extended
and linked with telemedicine.
Vinisha Umashankar from
Thiruvannamalai in Tamil
Nadu presented her solar iron-
ing cart, while Manya Joshi,
Class 12 student from Delhi,
initiated a forecasting project
for natural disasters.
Anushka Shrivastava, Class 12
student from Bhopal, came up
with an eco-friendly water bot-
tle.
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Air India has decided to
check grooming and mea-

sure the body mass index
(BMI) of cabin crew members
at the airports just before their
flights, according to an official
order.  The carrier's two unions
— Air India Employees' Union
(AIEU) and All India Cabin
Crew Association (AICCA) —
on Monday wrote a letter to
Chairman and Managing
Director (CMD) Vikram Dev
Dutt opposing the order on the
grounds that it is dehumanis-
ing and in violation of rules
prescribed by aviation regula-
tor DGCA.

"BMI is a person's weight
in kilograms divided by the
square of height in metres. A

high BMI can indicate high
body fatness," stated the web-
site of US' Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.

The order dated January
20, 2022, has come days before
Air India's hand over to the
Tata group, which acquired
the carrier in a competitive bid-
ding process last year.

Cabin crew, who are well
dressed and well groomed
according to uniform stan-
dards and regulations, present
a positive and professional
image of the airline, the order
stated.

“It is therefore emphasized
that, all cabin crew adhere to
uniform regulations commu-
nicated by the circular dated
November 18, 2019," the order
noted.
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pant blending of Bt cottonseed
oil in our foods. Both FSSAI
and GEAC were aware about
it for years; in fact, Dr Vandana
Shiva and I sent RTIs to both
organisations and found out,
FSSAI and GEAC both treat-
ed GMO cottonseed and nat-
ural cottonseed to be the same.
This was an unscientific posi-
tion, conveniently forgetting
the genetic modifications on
Monsanto/Bayer’s Bt cotton-
seed. On further investigation,
I found that biosafety docu-
ments submitted to GEAC
came from Monsanto labs.
No independent biosafety data
was found at GEAC for
Monsanto/Bayer’s Bt Cotton.

Currently, those pages are
dead links on GEAC’s website.
In the draft notification too,
FSSAI adhered to similar
biosafety standards and, in
some cases, allowed for the
documents to be submitted by
the applicant and not neces-
sarily the regulatory authori-
ty-approved dossiers.

Now the next major con-
fusion occurs when the noti-
fication calls for “(11) Once
GMOs or Genetically
Engineered Organisms or
Living Modified Organisms
having unique identification
code provided by Biosafety
Clearing House, Organisation
for Economic Cooperation

and Development etc, is
approved by FSSAI, approval
for the same will not be
required for any other Food
Business Operator. Approval
will also not be required if it
is used as an ingredient in any
product.”

On plain reading, this
point appears innocuous. But
the devil is always in the
details. Given that EU doesn’t
allow for GM food, half of the
influential countries are out.
What does FSSAI mean as it
wrote this point? Is it perhaps
referring to the corporate food
hegemony on GM standards?
The US, along with many
others in the Americas, is
deeply entrenched in GM
crops cultivation and freely
allows for GM foods, labelled
or unlabelled, to enter markets.

It is no surprise that US
citizens along with their Latin
American counterparts suffer
from food-style related dis-
eases. French scientist Eric
Seralini, using peer review
scientific journals, demon-
strated how GM foods are
harmful not only to cows but
their toxicity including the
pesticide/herbicide used to
grow third-generations GMOs
like RRF Cotton and hamper
human health as well.

Monsanto/Bayer has
already lost billions of dollars

to victims of Round-Up poi-
soning. Round-Up is a
patented herbicide used to
grow GM crops, and is
known carcinogenic.

The parliamentary stand-
ing committee on GM crops,
chaired by Renuka
Chowdhary, has already
pulled up FSSAI on GM food
and a court order of August
2017 empowers petitioners to
approach the court again in
case the FSSAI rules are
unsatisfactory.

GM or not GM? It is
obvious that the FSSAI noti-
fication is doing someone
else’s bidding — corporates or
Uncle Sam? Who knows? But
as a concerned citizen, I urge
them to reconsider. Instead of
deregulating GM foods,
FSSAI needs to first do house
cleaning and take cognisance
of the illegal GM foods that
are being fed to Indians. We
must aspire to have the most
progressive GM laws on a par
with EU, and not below them.
For, if GM food is not safe for
European children to eat,
then Indian children ought
not have it.

(The author writes on
agriculture and environment,
and is a former Director —
Policy & Outreach, National
Seed Association of India. The
views expressed are personal.)
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Sir — We have been routinely witness-
ing how the rightwing Hindutva brigade
has been belittling, denigrating and tar-
nishing the image of Mahatma Gandhi
at the fall of a hat through their mani-
festations, particularly by praising
Nathuram Godse in tune with the ide-
ology of their parent organisation. While
the nation has been saddened by their
tirade against Mahatma Gandhi, the
Government for its part has now
dropped the traditional Christian hymn,
‘Abide with me’, believed to have been a
favourite of the Mahatma, from the list
of songs to be played at this year’s Beating
Retreat ceremony. The tune has been
played at the annual ceremony every year
since 1950.

By doing this, the saffron outfits may
be happy that they have hit both, the
Mahatma and the Christian communi-
ty, with their intolerant act but the entire
world that has great reverence and
respect for the Mahatma would have
formed a poor opinion about the
Government and its unpalatable act
against the Father of the Nation. At this
rate, one will not be surprised if the
Government’s next move will be to
remove the title “Father of the Nation”
from Gandhi’s name and confer it on one
of their own ideologues.

Tharcius S Fernando | Chennai
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Sir — In an unfortunate incident, dozens
of turtles were found dead in a lake in
Kalyan, Maharashtra. Wildlife conserva-
tionists feel that poisoning is the cause,
probably by people who found that these
creatures were consuming fish which
they had been illegally breeding there. As
freshwater turtle species are protected
under India’s 1972 Wildlife Protection
Act, causing them harm can result in
heavy penalty and punishment. The
locals could have sought permission to
breed fish from the authority con-
cerned.

It is sad that most people are unaware
about the usefulness of turtles in our
ecosystem. They regulate the energy flow

of a given environment and consume and
deposit seeds, which later germinate into
vegetation needed for the maintenance
of an area’s ecosystem. No wonder they
are called ‘environmental engineers’ and
play an important role in the earth’s food
web. They are also vital for the health of
seas, rivers, ponds and other water bod-
ies. More campaigns must be launched
to make people aware regarding the pro-
tection of such creatures. 

M Pradyu | Kannur
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Sir —  Each cricket match is like a game
of chess and, therefore, every move
counts in the shortest form of the game.
Having lost the Test series in a one-day
fashion, we could have chalked out a
strategy to erase the mistakes commit-
ted in the longest form of the game. The
major shortcoming is that the so-called
“strong batting” failed to live up to the

expectations and the bowlers were put
to test. In the event of a small total to
defend, our strategy should be to dismiss
the opposition within a low score. But to
add salt to the wound, we lost both the
ODIs and the T-20 World Cup chances
through sheer lack of shrewd captaincy.

We had a team with the number one
bowler in the world but we made him toil
hard for a place in the side in England
and in the T20 World Cup. The ODI and
Test captain flattered to deceive. As a
matter of fact, Ashwin accounted for the
left-handers’ wickets maximum in his
international career and the captain
made a mess of his role and proved
unlucky for the third time and lost five
out of the six games and finished the tour
on a losing note.

CK Subramaniam |  Navi Mumbai
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Careful of what you eat
in 2022 as the Food
Safety and Standards
Authority of India

(FSSAI) has a new scheme to
mix genetically modified organ-
isms (GMOs) in our foods. The
white and black bureaucratic-
looking draft notification on
GM food regulation has locked
India’s food fate with Big Ag. It’s
only a matter of time before a
tsunami of GM food products
floods the Indian market as the
gates of our fortress have been
opened from the inside.

But first, what are GM foods?
These are foods that are derived
from genetically modified crops.
Companies like Monsanto/Bayer
have developed patented crops
varieties which have genes from
two different life forms. For
example India’s only GM crop, Bt
Cotton, uses a toxin producing
gene from a ground bacteria,
Bacillus thuringiensis, and com-
bines it with a cotton plant.
Some of the other popular
GMOs are soybean, corn, sugar
beets and canola. While some of
these crops are owned by
European companies, EU does-
n’t allow GM food on its plate.
GM foods are also used for ani-
mal feed and biofuels. Apart
from the EU, independent scien-
tists have raised serious bio-
medical concerns, linking the
consumption of GM foods lead-
ing to a plethora of health defects.

So what does the notification
say? Firstly, it allows for “1 per
cent and below GM content
foods” to go unlabelled. But why
have this 1 per cent at all? Can’t
India have truthful labels, where
the consumers know what they
eat? Perhaps aware of the risks of
GM food, FSSAI regulators have
clearly stated that GMOs are “not
permitted in infant foods”. So why
the obfuscation on labelling stan-
dards and then, in the same
breath, the stance on infant
foods? Is there something FSSAI
knows and not telling Indians?

Let’s take a second and look
at our past. In the late 90s, India
was flooded with cheap GM
soybean oil imports that not
only killed small mustard farm-
ers but also destroyed the local
oilseed markets. But now, also
consider, GMOs are already trick-
ling into our thalis with the ram-
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It is budget time. After two years of
splurge, Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman has alluded to a return to

fiscal consolidation. A major area mer-
iting attention is fertilizer subsidy which
jumped from �80,000 crore during
2019-20 to �134,000 crore during 2020-
21 and is likely to be �140,000 crore dur-
ing 2021-22.  

Fertilizer subsidy arises because the
Union Government wants
manufacturers/imports to sell fertilizers to
farmers at a low maximum retail price,
unrelated to the cost of production and
import and distribution, which is much
higher. In case of urea, it exercises manda-
tory control on MRP and reimburses the
manufacturers for the excess of cost over
it as subsidy on a ‘unit-specific’ basis under
the new pricing scheme. In case of phos-
phatic and potassic (P&K) fertilizers, it fixes
‘uniform’ subsidy on per nutrient basis for
all manufacturers and importers under
Nutrient Based Scheme.  

Subsidy per ton being the difference
between cost and MRP, if the cost increas-
es, MRP remaining unchanged, on each ton
of fertilizer sold, subsidy will increase. On
the other hand, if MRP decreases, cost
remaining unchanged, then also subsidy
will increase. Thirdly, for any given level of
subsidy per ton, increase in the quantity of
fertilizer sale results in higher total subsidy
payment.

The factors impinging on the cost of
urea are: cost of natural gas - feedstock/fuel
used in its production andprice of import-
ed urea (it accounts for 1/3rd of consump-
tion). In case of P&K fertilizers, the factors
are cost of raw materials, viz.,phosphoric
acid, ammonia and price of imports in fin-
ished form viz.di-ammonium phosphate
(these account for nearly 50 percent of DAP
consumption) and price of muriate of
potash - entirely imported.

Given the preponderance of imports in
making urea and non-urea fertilizers avail-
able (even for producing domestic urea,
1/3rd of the gas requirement is met from
imports), there is little that the Government
can do to rein in these costs.

However, there are plant specific inef-
ficiencies (besides inter-state variation in
VAT on gas) that result in widely varying
costs. Of around 35 million tonannual urea
supply, there are tonnages suppliedat
�20,000 per ton, �25,000 per ton, �30,000
per ton and so on. The cost of import is
even higher. During the current year, some
supplies have even come at US$ 900 per ton
which works out to around �70,000 per ton
at the farm gate.           

A ridiculously low MRP of urea (cur-
rently at �5360 per ton, it is almost the same
as two decades ago)in the face of increas-
ing costlies at the root of increase in sub-
sidy per ton. Add to this, the quantity boost
that comes from (i) excessive use: low price
prompts farmers to use more than what is
required by the soil; (ii) large/rich unde-
serving farmersalso getting access to sub-
sidized urea; (iii) large-scale diversion
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such as smuggling to neighboring
countries, industrial use and so on
- inevitable when the market price
is 4-5 times higher. The outcome is
ballooning total subsidy bill. 

Excessive use is undesirable as
it leads to imbalance in fertilizer use,
erosion in soil health (this in turn,
undermines the sustainability of
agriculture in the medium to long-
run) and adverse impact on the
environment besides human health.
Giving cheap urea to those (read:
rich farmers) who can afford to pay
more is also patently unfair. But,
diversion or misuse of subsidized
(albeit heavily) urea will shake the
conscience of any right-thinking
person. Yet, it has been going on for
decades and could be as high as 30
percent.Look at the dynamics of
how it is happening.   

During the initial years of the
subsisting scheme (it is in vogue
since 1977), bulk of the subsidy
amount was released to manufactur-
ers on ‘dispatch’ of the material from
the factory. Even as they were
required to ensure that fertilizer was
actually sold to farmers, there was
no fool proof institutional mecha-
nism to check it. Disappearance of
the product at various levels in sup-
ply chain viz. rail-head, stocking
point in district and retailer was
rampant. 

Ein the early 2000s, the arrange-
ment was changed to provide for
payment of 95 percent of the urea
subsidy on receipt of material in the
district (for non-urea fertilizers,
the share was 85 percent) and bal-
ance 5 percent on confirmation by
the state government (15 percent in
case of P&K fertilizers). Under this

mechanism also, the field was wide
openfor dubious players to prey on
the subsidized stuff - beyond stock-
ing point in the district.

From April 2018, the Modi
government linked subsidy pay-
ment to manufacturers to sale of fer-
tilizers to farmers by retailers.
Under the new scheme, manufac-
turers receive 100% of the subsidy
after fertilizer is delivered to the
farmer and his identity viz. Aadhaar
is captured on electronic PoS
machine at dealer’s shop. Though a
significant improvement, even this
is prone to diversion albeit at retail
level. This is all the more because
anyone(including non-farmers)
with Aadhaar unique identity num-
ber can buy the subsidized product.  

The government has also tried
other measures. These include (i)
mandatorily requiring all manufac-
turers/importers to neem-coatall of
urea supplies (2015); (ii) restricting
purchase by each purchaser to 100
bags per transaction (down from
999 bags earlier) and capping num-
ber of transactions per month
(August 2020) and (iii) tracking top
20 urea purchasers in each district
and initiating action against those
violating purchase norms etc. These
too have not delivered.

Now, the government is work-
ing on a plan to cap the number of
subsidized fertilizer bags that indi-
vidual farmers can buy in any
cropping season.But,this won’t help
either.

In fact, so long as the core of the
scheme, i.e., ‘routing subsidy
through the manufacturers’ remains
intact, there is no way it can make
any dent on the scourge of diversion.  

The way forward is direct ben-
efit transfer (DBT) of subsidy. The
Government should give subsidy
‘directly’ to the farmers and allow
manufacturers to sell at market
determined price.This will com-
pletely eliminate diversion; when a
subsidized product is not available
in the marketplace, dubious charac-
ters will have nothing to prey
upon.It will also curb excessive
use; when, the product carries the
right price tag, farmers will use it
judiciously.It will also be possible to
target subsidy to poor farmers only.

The contraction in demand
from all three sources will yield huge
saving in subsidy (quantity effect).
There will be an indirect gain as
well. India being a major importer
of fertilizers, a significant demand-
induced cut in import will reduce
the international price and in turn,
reduce the cost of imports. As a
result, subsidy per ton will also
decline.

To conclude, DBT will help fis-
cal consolidation, reduce trade
deficit, reduce imbalance in fertil-
izer use, improve soil health, pro-
mote sustainable agriculture and
environment friendly. There will be
losers too: inefficient/high cost pro-
ducers who will have to close their
shop; dubious traders and corrupt
politicians/bureaucratswho make
big money from leakage/diversion;
rich farmers whoare major benefi-
ciaries of extant scheme.  

DBT of fertilizer subsidy has
been on government’s radar since
2012-13. So far, its launch has been
stymied due to the clout of these
lobbies. Can the Prime Minister sur-
mount it? 

(The writer is a policy
analyst. The views

expressed are personal.)

There was no break-
through in the marathon
military-level talks

between India and China on
January 13 with Beijing show-
ing reluctance to complete
troop disengagement at a fric-
tion point in eastern Ladakh
and refusing to discuss steps to
diffuse the bigger problems of
Depsang and Damchok. 

The joint statement stated
that “representatives from the
defence and foreign affairs
establishments of the two sides
were present at the meeting”
and they had “a frank and in-
depth exchange of views for the
resolution of the relevant
issues” along the LAC in the
Western Sector.Both sides “also
agreed to consolidate on the
previous outcomes and take
effective efforts to maintain the
security and stability on the

ground in the Western Sector
including during winter” and to
“stay in close contact and main-
tain dialogue via military and
diplomatic channels and work
out a mutually acceptable res-
olution of the remaining issues
at the earliest” the statement
said. 

However, China on
January 14 said that it hopes
“certain individuals” in India
will refrain from making
“unconstructive remarks” fol-
lowing Indian army chief
General M M Naravane’s
remarks that the threat in east-
ern Ladakh has “by no means
reduced” and Indian Army
will continue to deal with the
Chinese military in a “firm and
resolute manner”. 

China is unpredictable and
is now building a bridge across
the Pangong Tso as well as new

roads and helipads within its
territory in the region for faster
troop mobility, as part of its
continuing consolidation of
military positions facing India
amid the 20-month-long con-
frontation in eastern Ladakh. 

The People’s Liberation
Army (PLA) is further
strengthening its military infra-
structure with additional troop
shelters, gun positions, helipads
and jetties in the area between
‘Finger-8’ and its military bases
to the east at Sirijap-I and II on

the north bank of the Pangong
Lake. The new bridge, in turn,
is coming up in the Khurnak
Fort area further to the east.
The bridge is being construct-
ed, with prefabricated struc-
tures, well within Chinese ter-
ritory. But it will help the PLA
move troops and weaponry
much faster from the north to
the south banks of Pangong Tso
and vice versa. China obvious-
ly wants to counter India’s
quick-reaction capability that
saw our soldiers take the
Kailash Range heights on the
south bank towards end-
August 2020. 

The LAC runs north to
south at Finger-8 in the moun-
tainous spurs region of the
brackish 134-km long Pangong
Tso, two-thirds of which is con-
trolled by China as it extends
from Tibet to India at an alti-

tude of 13,900-feet. 
The PLA’s Sirijap complex

is around six km east from the
LAC at Finger-8, with the
Khurnak area being another
20-km beyond it, as per officers
who have served in the area.
The PLA had captured the
Khurnak area in the late-1950s,
and then expanded its control
westwards to the Sirijap area
during the 1962 war. 

With India having better
connectivity between the two
banks of Pangong Tso, China
now wants to address the gap.
Khurnak is one of the narrow-
est points of the lake around
mid-way during its length.
Once the bridge is ready, the
PLA can avoid the long loop
through Rudok to reach the
south bank. It will provide the
PLA with an alternate route. 

The subsequent troop dis-

engagement in February last
year saw Indian soldiers pull
back westwards to their Dhan
Singh Thapa post between
Finger-2 and Finger-3 and
vacate the Kailash range
heights. PLA troops, in turn,
withdrew to their old positions
east of Finger-8 to establish a
buffer or no-patrol zone in-
between. 

China had refused to com-
plete the stalled troop disen-
gagement at Patrolling Point-15
in the Hot Springs-Gogra-
Kongka La area during the 13th
round. The standoff at
ChardingNinglung Nallah
(CNN) track junction at
Demchok and the Depsang
Plains is considered even more
intractable, as was reported
earlier. Consequently, the two
armies continue to forward
deploy around 50,000 troops

each, along with tanks, how-
itzers and surface-to-air missile
systems, for the second consec-
utive winter along the frontier
in the forbidding high-alti-
tude area.

Consequently, after the
14th round of military level
talks between the two giants,
the stalemate will continue
and about 75,000 Indian troops
will continue to occupy the
positions along the LAC facing
the PLA. India has started
constructing two-lane roads,
bridges and permanent struc-
tures all along the LAC so that
troops movement, tanks, how-
itzers and other heavy equip-
ment can move smoothly to
thwart any adventure 
of PLAand also for the 
sustenance of Indian troops 
in the extreme cold weather
conditions.
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(The writer is former Senior
Professor, International Trade

and Member, Vivekananda
International Foundation. The
views expressed are personal.)
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Script Open High Low LTP
TATAPOWER 242.1 243.85 226.7 229.55
RELIANCE 2478.1 2504.1 2352.7 2377.55
TCS 3841 3850.15 3741 3771.5
ICICIBANK 818.8 818.8 782.7 798.2
TATAMOTORS 500.5 504.25 473.45 478.55
WIPRO 605.2 605.2 568.75 572.85
MFSL 933.1 933.15 891.75 909.45
INFY 1770 1770 1728.45 1736.9
STLTECH 209.3 212.8 199 200.65
IDEA 11.4 11.8 10.75 10.95
SBIN 502.1 506.65 488.05 494.1
BAJFINANCE 7368 7368 6821.05 6932.75
DMART 4300 4316 3975.25 4036.4
SAIL 101.8 102.25 96.35 97.4
TATAELXSI 7251 7525.6 6834.05 7047.9
TATASTEEL 1164.4 1164.4 1090.1 1099.15
ZEEL 289.4 290.8 262.6 268.05
IRCTC 859 859.3 805.2 810.2
KPITTECH 673 699 610.1 630.85
NAUKRI 4750 4764.9 4409.55 4502.95
ITC 217.05 217.8 210.85 211.75
DIXON 4975 4983.6 4588.25 4624.05
BANDHANBNK 302.9 310.85 296 307.4
BSOFT 480 481.9 442 450.6
HCLTECH 1166 1166 1111 1123.05
TECHM 1588 1588 1502 1512.15
DEEPAKNI 2518.45 2518.45 2340 2364.1
SONACOMS 696.05 702.95 607.75 650.4
JSWSTEEL 659.8 659.8 618.6 621.9
HFCL 84.3 84.85 77.5 78.95
SUZLON 11.68 12.1 11.08 11.08
YESBANK 14.2 14.24 13.4 13.47
ASIANPAINT 3284.9 3284.9 3136 3155.8
HINDUNILVR 2332 2344.55 2267.15 2286.1
ANGELONE 1515 1515 1248.75 1340.2
BAJAJFINSV 16506.75 16506.75 15439.15 15707.95
ADANIENT 1812 1827 1697.85 1715.9
ONGC 166.7 168.25 163.75 165.5
MINDTREE 4110 4110 3841 3889.7
AXISBANK 715 715.8 688.3 704.35
LTI 6396.1 6438.35 5830.1 5970.2
IEX 251.6 252.3 236.25 240.25
IBULHSGFIN 220.15 221.2 206.4 209.35
RBLBANK 146.5 147.8 135.5 137.55
BANKBARODA 92.6 93.6 90.7 92.6
BHEL 60 60.1 56.4 57.3
LTTS 4810.4 4815.5 4480 4558.15
TATACONSUM 722.35 725.5 688.25 692.15
ADANIPOWER 109.7 110 102.05 102.85
ALOKTEXT 31.5 32.1 28.25 28.85
VEDL 322.75 325.75 310.15 312.1
SBICARD 853.65 853.65 800.05 814.1
PRAJIND 418 426 384.35 395.35
MARUTI 8199 8333.05 7954.4 8047.3
M&M 874.45 878.05 848.45 854.1
HDFCBANK 1518.95 1520.15 1467.95 1487.45
GODREJPROP 1798.85 1801.15 1627.75 1654.75
JINDALSTEL 401.2 402.95 371 376.9
BPCL 381.7 383.65 370.1 373
TITAN 2518 2520 2376.1 2402.95
IBREALEST 159 160.5 143.9 146.35
HINDALCO 500.9 500.9 475.65 478.6
SUNPHARMA 805 824.85 791.65 799.9
PERSISTENT 4305 4305 4041.05 4065.8
DIVISLAB 4180 4191.95 3790 4043.8
TATACHEM 961 961.6 903.35 912.05
LAURUSLABS 481 481 460.55 469.05
NATIONALUM 108 108 100.45 101.15
CIPLA 868.55 895 867.45 891.7
HDFC 2552 2602.3 2511 2538.95
PNB 39 39.05 37.3 38
BIOCON 378.4 379.5 367.65 372.55
ASHOKLEY 137.05 138.75 130.6 132.8
BHARTIARTL 694 707.15 677.5 689.6
INDUSINDBK 875 875 831.8 849.85
GAIL 140.6 143.65 138.65 140.9
JUBLFOOD 3680 3695.35 3475 3501.4
INDIAMART 6118 6172.3 5720 5842.6
SRTRANSFIN 1198 1200.45 1140.25 1154.6
LUPIN 902.05 933 898.45 921.65
DELTACORP 285.4 289 264.85 267.15
PVR 1535.9 1557 1478.2 1517.05
DABUR 552 554.2 541 546.5
BEL 205.4 208.6 195.15 197.1
CANBK 217.1 217.6 204.75 208.75
DLF 396 396 365.7 371.95
ASTRAL 2378.05 2378.1 2151 2171.95
ZENSARTECH 442 444.15 409.05 416.3
SRF 2463.55 2485.4 2350.2 2369.3
ADANIPORTS 728 728 689.15 703.2
HDFCAMC 2387.95 2387.95 2235.8 2260.45
IDFCFIRSTB 46.75 47 44.1 44.65
ADANIGREEN 1937.2 1945.95 1838.55 1838.55
RAMCOCEM 939.55 939.55 887.7 896.9
FEDERALBNK 93.9 94.75 90.25 91.85
GREAVESCOT 234.15 239.4 210.5 210.5
HINDCOPPER 130.5 130.7 118.3 120.75
LALPATHLAB 2967.1 3000 2822.9 2869.1
L&TFH 75.4 76 72.15 73.3
LICHSGFIN 353 355.6 332.45 338.15
CAMS 2676 2713 2616.25 2650.9
JUSTDIAL 925 934.35 820.05 841.35
HAVELLS 1249 1249 1150.75 1181.3
CHOLAFIN 661 674.55 625.6 643.55
BAJAJ-AUTO 3429.95 3454.65 3350 3377
POLYCAB 2527.5 2527.5 2378.2 2458.05
AMARAJABAT 614.5 619.95 596.7 601.35
PIIND 2577 2585.95 2414.35 2473.3

CANFINHOME 598.9 598.9 567.6 572.15
GLAND 3532.2 3548.1 3250 3305
APOLLOHOSP 4690.8 4707.5 4464.8 4496.9
TV18BRDCST 53 54.15 48.9 50.15
LT 1954 1957.25 1881.95 1899.85
HAPPSTMNDS 1224 1240 1187.7 1189.55
LINDEINDIA 2831 2881.55 2658.35 2709.2
KPRMILL 710 720.25 624 642.5
GRASIM 1787.2 1787.2 1685 1691.15
NMDC 139.75 139.8 133.05 134
AUROPHARMA 660 660 603.4 609.85
ULTRACEMCO 7360 7364.75 7088.2 7157.85
AFFLE 1374.9 1374.9 1220.95 1244.65
MANAPPURAM 156 156.3 146.6 149.15
ROUTE 1771.05 1785 1597.05 1624.55
NTPC 132.6 135.2 131 132.55
KOTAKBANK 1892.85 1894 1810.8 1832.25
DRREDDY 4493 4493 4309.75 4362.35
CCL 466.6 475.8 441.55 449.45
BALRAMCHIN 422.5 426.45 392.5 397.65
INDIACEM 226.8 227.3 208.25 212.55
ABFRL 299.45 304 280.7 284.15
GRAPHITE 515.65 515.9 480.5 487.15
COFORGE 5163.6 5190 4802.1 4829.1
BCG 177.25 181.25 168.4 168.4
PEL 2525.55 2527.7 2340 2365.7
SOBHA 972.8 972.8 852.85 884.85
IOC 121.4 122.55 119.95 120.35
PRESTIGE 505.95 505.95 454.3 480.6
POONAWALLA 277.55 280.8 264.55 264.55
FSL 164 164 152.8 155.3
BALAMINES 3320 3336.45 3088 3176.55
IDBI 48.8 49.25 45.4 46
BHARATFORG 729.85 739.85 710.65 718.45
MCX 1530.8 1538.1 1462 1476.85
IRFC 23.35 23.5 22.75 22.85
TRIDENT 63.9 64.45 61.05 61.05
MASTEK 2825.5 2853.95 2628.8 2693.25
ABCAPITAL 124 124 113.2 114.85
TATACOMM 1384 1384 1272.6 1293.35
ALKYLAMINE 3479.95 3488.55 3266 3316.65
GNFC 483.9 483.9 440.45 447.6
LXCHEM 441 442.9 416.9 417.5
HDFCLIFE 640.9 640.9 619.35 627.1
ESCORTS 1866 1872.65 1837.45 1854.55
COALINDIA 158.6 160.35 154.8 156.45
SPICEJET 63 63.2 59.85 60.5
MGL 850.05 852 804 816.2
MMTC 48.95 50.6 46.2 47.45
OBEROIRLTY 920 931.9 883 892.65
OFSS 3675.4 3698.3 3472.05 3505.2
ALLCARGO 334.15 343.8 312.65 317.6
INDUSTOWER 254.95 258.75 246.65 248.55
PIDILITIND 2729.9 2729.9 2617.75 2636.95
INDIGO 2094.9 2094.9 1971.35 1991.25
AUBANK 1251.95 1269.1 1218.45 1231.2
REDINGTON 160.95 162.3 147.6 152.4
GUJGAS 707 707 672.85 691.45
TANLA 1914 1923.7 1781 1781
SIS 517.35 534.75 493.85 512.3
ABBOTINDIA 16910.8 16980 16126.05 16339.1
JSL 212 212.75 190.95 195.8
HEROMOTOCO 2750.1 2769.35 2667.6 2706.75
EXIDEIND 174.75 177.5 170.35 173
TATAMTRDVR 256.8 256.8 233.95 235.95
SEQUENT 171.6 173.45 160.7 162.5
UNIONBANK 43.9 43.9 41.35 42.1
INDHOTEL 206.45 207.35 191.4 195.55
DEEPAKFERT 525 525 489.6 489.6
MRF 72850 72850 70007 71103.25
CHAMBLFERT 468 468 436.5 441.15
NCC 73.55 73.75 69.35 70.15
RVNL 37.2 37.3 35.05 35.45
POWERGRID 216.95 217.7 211.55 213.9
MPHASIS 3029.95 3061.5 2847.05 2945.15
GLENMARK 483.35 487.95 467.15 471.7
ECLERX 2668.1 2732 2374 2414.4
LODHA 1263.05 1319.6 1166.3 1212.4
KNRCON 315.5 319 292.6 297.15
AARTIIND 1021.3 1024.7 972.3 982.65
NBCC 48.1 48.1 44.75 45.15
CADILAHC 450 450 390.3 396.7
ICICIGI 1380 1380 1325.35 1330.75
CENTURYTEX 950 955.65 866 881.2
HAL 1433.5 1442.8 1346.2 1361.1
BRITANNIA 3628.7 3628.7 3508 3523.7
IGL 428.1 428.1 390.85 396.95
MUTHOOTFIN 1447.05 1455.35 1406 1441.25
SHREECEM 25121 25294.2 24062.5 24339.25
IDFC 62 62.6 58 59.05
IRB 233 233.4 221.35 221.35
KAJARIACER 1263 1286.75 1209.55 1224.65
STAR 400 402 375 378.2
NAVINFLUOR 3859.8 3906.35 3655.05 3697.7
METROPOLIS 2608.05 2671.25 2514.25 2534.7
NLCINDIA 66.8 67.55 63.65 64.85
LUXIND 3622.55 3622.55 3465 3510.35
HINDZINC 326 326.45 312.15 316.1
ISEC 765 773.45 710 717.5
M&MFIN 155.75 155.75 146.75 150.25
NESTLEIND 19000 19037.05 18606.5 18710.15
EICHERMOT 2699.9 2725.85 2623.25 2653.55
PTC 94.1 94.25 88.25 89.4
MAXHEALTH 368.35 376.55 357 365.2
PAGEIND 42325 42926.75 39691.4 39928.7
NOCIL 240 240.1 218.25 224.7
SUNTECK 541 545.7 488 497.35
UPL 786.7 786.7 755.6 763.45
SUNTV 493.5 493.9 470.6 475.9

BURGERKING 132.55 136.1 130.05 132.95
BRIGADE 502 518 461.35 482.6
VTL 2782 2782 2460 2480.2
TRENT 1187.25 1199 1091.8 1120.9
TIINDIA 1775.5 1790.05 1670 1719.95
VOLTAS 1190 1195.35 1161 1188.4
VAKRANGEE 42 42 38.25 38.7
JAMNAAUTO 112.4 113.95 106 108
MARICO 475.1 476.7 466.6 471.65
BOSCHLTD 16475 16521.2 15802.05 16076.2
WELSPUNIND 146.3 146.3 135.2 137
APLAPOLLO 950 965 881.2 938.3
WHIRLPOOL 1832 1833.75 1764.05 1794.65
ICICIPRULI 578 578 557.5 567.25
CONCOR 620.2 634.3 614.05 622.1
CESC 86.7 87.95 84.5 85.2
MINDAIND 1119 1119 1047 1071.6
FLUOROCHEM 2676.1 2700 2562.2 2662
RAIN 229.75 233 212.1 215.2
KIMS 1404 1446.15 1323.35 1366.45
BALKRISIND 2442 2457.7 2332.55 2358.35
SBILIFE 1244.65 1244.65 1204.75 1224.8
SIEMENS 2320.65 2354.4 2196.05 2226
RCF 81.2 81.8 75.45 76.45
GODREJCP 896.25 896.25 854.3 860.65
AMBUJACEM 369.45 370.9 349.1 352.75
BDL 455 472.2 440.45 448.2
POWERINDIA 3115 3125 2878.25 2909.5
HINDPETRO 308.25 313.5 300.95 303.4
HATHWAY 21.95 22.1 20.7 20.95
SPARC 321.4 324.4 303.2 306.8
RECLTD 134.7 134.7 128.25 129.35
PETRONET 212.3 214 207.1 209.05
OIL 222.15 226.45 215.75 217
BATAINDIA 2027.65 2027.65 1910.25 1929.05
SWSOLAR 397 399.2 375 378.1
WELCORP 176.7 180.4 167.3 170.75
INDIANB 139.4 140.2 132.3 134.3
TVSMOTOR 632 632.1 607.4 611.95
INTELLECT 740.2 750 676.75 681.25
APOLLOTYRE 223.7 224.35 210.05 212.5
MINDACORP 201 201.7 181.6 189.1
KEI 1180 1180 1080 1111
CYIENT 957 982.5 918.55 941.25
HEG 1652 1671.35 1573.9 1586.1
IPCALAB 1047.6 1059.8 1020.3 1043.2
FORTIS 279 279 262.1 266.6
TATACOFFEE 218.6 219.9 205.3 208.15
DBL 367.2 370.2 346.5 352.7
SOLARA 1020.55 1029.25 938.85 971.55
JKCEMENT 3396.4 3410.5 3240 3284.45
VARROC 422 426.1 377.05 384.65
PFC 121.15 121.15 116.4 117.5
PCBL 244.5 244.5 226.6 229.95
VENKYS 2505 2588.05 2432.9 2476.4

RADICO 1113.45 1113.45 1040.75 1048.95
SUPREMEIND 2237.6 2249.85 2090 2130.3
AMBER 3433.4 3433.4 3167.2 3230.85
ABB 2350 2439.8 2286 2400.95
VIPIND 578.5 582 545 561.5
GRANULES 318 318.25 301.95 304.9
BAJAJCON 185.8 185.95 178.7 180.05
MAHABANK 20.25 20.45 19.45 19.55
BEML 1805.9 1827.7 1751 1781.5
ITDC 405 441.4 386.9 396.95
BAJAJHLDNG 5350 5414 5003.95 5102.8
INFIBEAM 42.5 42.5 40.25 40.9
JSLHISAR 404 404 348.25 376.65
BANKINDIA 52.7 52.7 50.65 51.1
WOCKPHARMA 409.75 409.75 390.05 393.85
GRINDWELL 1935 1935 1771.4 1873.7
CASTROLIND 124.4 124.4 114.6 119.15
GSPL 310.5 311 294.2 296.45
JUBLINGREA 578.9 578.9 531 540.2
SJVN 30.2 30.35 29.25 29.4
AEGISLOG 211 214.65 199.3 200.6
IIFL 310 317.95 291.65 297.1
ASAHIINDIA 575.1 579 536.4 554.4
KALYANKJIL 66.55 67.7 64.9 65.15
COLPAL 1455 1455 1398 1404.05
DALBHARAT 1950.3 1954.3 1824 1869.1
COROMANDEL 767 770.75 743.85 753.25
BERGEPAINT 746.4 747.9 707.7 713.5
EQUITAS 113.3 114.25 102.65 104.55

SYNGENE 600 600 567.05 579.1
RELAXO 1320 1320 1263 1292.05
ATUL 9590 9677.7 9200.25 9280.2
IOB 20.35 20.55 19.9 20
GALAXYSURF 3060 3227.95 3060 3180.75
ATGL 1840 1857 1742.8 1763.95
CSBBANK 247.05 256.95 240 241.65
ADANITRANS 2067 2150 1966.65 2020.85
ENGINERSIN 69.65 69.65 67.35 67.95
DCAL 211 212.5 188 190.6
CUMMINSIND 918.5 926.1 889.2 896.15
GUJALKALI 719 721.15 672.15 677.35
PNCINFRA 290.95 302.3 275.2 277.5
TTML 183.55 183.55 183.55 183.55
CUB 141.4 141.6 136.8 138.55
SOLARINDS 2361 2361 2275.35 2307.05
CARBORUNIV 884 884 842.4 854.2
SCI 126 128.2 119.1 121.15
BIRLACORPN 1471 1471 1354 1361.8
AVANTI 613 631.65 592 617.95
ACC 2221 2221 2149.55 2168.8
SKFINDIA 3855 3930.75 3761.1 3843.7
SONATSOFTW 875 875 786.35 819.8
ELGIEQUIP 367.2 372.95 320.7 333.35
TORNTPHARM 3139.75 3168.25 3074.15 3104.85
JKPAPER 225 227.15 209.35 214.8
PHOENIXLTD 955.95 955.95 897.8 916.3
CRISIL 2830 2836 2701 2779.3
TORNTPOWER 550.9 552.8 531.6 536.9
MAZDOCK 277 277 253.1 257.35
JUBLPHARMA 555 556 521 542.05
IOLCP 448 448 430.45 433.65
CENTRALBK 21.05 21.1 20 20.25
QUESS 800 800 746.9 766.25
NATCOPHARM 890.1 890.45 853.4 863.5
ALKEM 3572.3 3572.3 3432.55 3499.05
RAJESHEXPO 840 852.95 805.75 821.45
INOXLEISUR 383.85 396.15 370 381.8
SFL 3557.6 3573.75 3249.5 3311.45
PRINCEPIPE 704.95 704.95 668 683.8
ASTRAZEN 3016 3016 2782.05 2838.5
MAHINDCIE 212.3 215.85 202 207.45
JINDALSAW 109 109 99.35 101.5
VBL 918.95 918.95 879 902
CENTURYPLY 622.8 623.65 591.75 610.85
HUDCO 40.1 40.4 38.9 39.3
HIKAL 400 403.95 376 383.15
FINEORG 3800 3830.1 3504.65 3592.85
BASF 3200 3220 2856.5 2996.95
PRSMJOHNSN 144.2 148.45 131.9 135
JKTYRE 141 141 134.1 136
KSCL 559 563.5 544.9 549.75
SUPPETRO 713.05 736.55 684.95 690.45
NETWORK18 86 87.4 82.1 82.1
JKLAKSHMI 590 607.15 576 593.55
CREDITACC 616 616 581 602.7
KALPATPOWR 405.6 405.6 384.45 393.85
RESPONIND 193 198 184.2 196.4
TRITURBINE 205 205 184.75 187.8
IRCON 46.25 46.45 44.7 44.9
SPANDANA 353.4 353.4 332.8 337.15
TTKPRESTIG 960 969.1 924.3 930.35
NAM-INDIA 360 360 331.6 334.55
PNBHOUSING 445.1 454 439.85 439.85
SANOFI 7335.75 7335.75 7082.15 7202.3
SHYAMMETL 348 348 320.7 322.55
UJJIVANSFB 20.1 20.1 18.75 18.95
RALLIS 268.25 270.85 255.45 260.5
HAWKINCOOK 6001 6008.5 5758.3 5868.1
EDELWEISS 69 69.7 67.55 67.9
FINOLEXIND 196 196 185.6 187.85
UCOBANK 12.9 13 12.61 12.67
ZYDUSWELL 1718.7 1718.7 1613.85 1689.2
UBL 1566.3 1567.45 1509.8 1522.5
GARFIBRES 3187.05 3198.75 3001.5 3095.65
FINCABLES 500 500 458.85 461.1
KRBL 247 247 231.55 234.1
SYMPHONY 1058.25 1058.25 996 1023
LEMONTREE 49 49 46.2 46.65
BLUEDART 6902 6969.8 6644.05 6752.95
LAXMIMACH 10918.65 11087.95 10300 10433.1
CROMPTON 420.95 420.95 405.2 412.45
AARTIDRUGS 497 510.55 485.1 498.35
ORIENTELEC 355 355 332.65 340.15
MOTILALOFS 915 935.2 880.8 887.9
GSFC 126.5 129 121 121.8
GHCL 425.8 432.95 398.7 407.9
NH 639 639 621.05 625.9
AAVAS 2895 2895 2800.55 2826.4
CAPPL 760 809.15 760 790
GLAXO 1747 1747 1668.8 1678.9
TATAINVEST 1494.85 1504.85 1431.7 1444.15
ENDURANCE 1665 1722.9 1591.95 1680.55
LAOPALA 410 410 373.05 385.85
PFIZER 4700 4745.5 4576.25 4593.5
ADVENZYMES 326.9 326.9 300.45 308.2
DCBBANK 83.7 84.85 80.9 82.15
MOIL 172.65 173.35 167.05 168.35
AJANTPHARM 2194.05 2203.15 2111.05 2135.4
ASTERDM 186.8 188.3 178.15 181.1
BAJAJELEC 1192 1195.6 1146.5 1159
JSWENERGY 307.55 313.9 296.2 300.75
JBCHEPHARM 1760 1760 1720.05 1724.75
SUMICHEM 388.4 388.4 366.05 373.1
PGHH 16131.95 16131.95 15055 15355
DCMSHRIRAM 1088.85 1088.85 987.9 1015.7
EIDPARRY 496 499.4 461.4 467.25
SCHAEFFLER 8927.95 8927.95 8578.25 8606.05
TIMKEN 1983.7 1997.85 1862 1931.85

NHPC 30.7 30.7 29.6 29.8
SUVENPHAR 534.4 534.6 503.15 513.15
KEC 505.9 505.9 485.05 487.8
TCIEXP 2147.5 2147.5 1935.2 2032.9
GMM 4890 4890 4547.35 4680.2
SAREGAMA 5243 5243 4868.95 4868.95
MAHLOG 706.8 720.45 638 640.6
VAIBHAVGBL 535 535 504.6 519.3
GULFOILLUB 465 474.2 450 453.55

THYROCARE 965 978.45 890 939.1
KANSAINER 576.05 581.3 559 573.4
SUNCLAYLTD 3888.25 4037.75 3746.35 3800.25
RHIM 444 444 405.5 413.9
CEATLTD 1115.45 1115.45 1067.05 1077.15
MHRIL 204 211 196.95 200.3
COCHINSHIP 342.25 345 333 334.95
ROSSARI 1254.45 1254.45 1183.8 1211.05
EIHOTEL 139 140.1 128.95 130.7
UTIAMC 1050 1050 977.9 988.25
BBTC 1075 1097.8 1015.25 1028.4
GODREJIND 618 621.6 598 603.85
SHILPAMED 530 547.9 512 517
GICRE 136 139 133.25 134.1
INDOCO 411.85 413.8 393.6 399.55
POLYMED 901 908 840.95 851
GILLETTE 5373.65 5373.65 5090.35 5200.35
JYOTHYLAB 138.5 139.45 135.9 137.55
CHALET 240.95 242.1 223.85 228.7
VINATIORGA 2130 2130 2027.05 2045.4
ANURAS 1020 1020 969.35 972.9
MRPL 44.5 44.55 41.3 41.5
THERMAX 2036.8 2036.9 1900.25 1915.7
SHRIRAMCIT 1745.75 1745.75 1647.35 1666.9
TATAMETALI 855.55 867.3 811.2 826.6
APLLTD 773.3 773.3 745 756.35
MAHLIFE 257.7 260.1 239.55 246.35
CERA 4714.1 4714.1 4416.1 4450
SUDARSCHEM 560.5 573.5 531.55 563
FDC 287 287.4 280.05 283.35
JMFINANCIL 74.7 74.7 70.45 71.1
ESABINDIA 3250 3250 2916.05 3045.1
UFLEX 525 526.65 500.6 505.1
GODREJAGRO 523 523.15 500 503.55
MAHSCOOTER 3716 3848.3 3631 3648.8
HONAUT 43687.9 43687.9 42000.05 42243
INDIGOPNTS 1997 2005 1916.6 1925.9
GESHIP* 310.1 318.4 304.1 306.4
RITES 267 269.65 261.15 262.8
GPPL 93.9 93.9 90.5 92.55
EMAMILTD 473 476.55 466.05 470.25
MIDHANI 187 187 180 180.6
ERIS 739.6 739.95 695.25 708.9
BAYERCROP 5093 5097.6 4859.5 5002.8
JCHAC 1890 1893.85 1793.45 1802.85
SWANENERGY 175 177 164.65 169.5
PGHL 5010 5081.95 5010 5053.15
TASTYBIT 13134.3 13134.3 12160 12354.55
VGUARD 221.45 222.45 215.1 216.35
WESTLIFE 505 509.15 484 491.25
RUCHISOYA 865 880.85 840 844.75
ITI 116.55 118.15 113 113.35
3MINDIA 24747.7 25029.9 23850 24159.2
BLUESTARCO 992 995.2 919.7 929.15
EQUITASBNK 55.95 55.95 52.25 53.15
SUNDRMFAST 875 875 813 817.8
EPL 193.25 193.25 183.6 187.6
HEIDELBERG 225 227.35 220.75 222.75
HATSUN 1140.85 1150.45 1051 1098.95
IIFLWAM 1619.3 1621.9 1511.35 1524.05
TEAMLEASE 3954.3 3996 3851.8 3875.15
KSB 1264.7 1267.55 1210.05 1252.15
VMART 4013.55 4013.55 3673.65 3843.35
AKZOINDIA 1970 1983.45 1934.45 1946.25
KIOCL 259.1 260.25 240 242.25
NIACL 137.75 137.75 133.65 134.15
MASFIN 570 570 515 529.1
RATNAMANI 1911.8 1913.55 1880.5 1904.1
WABCOINDIA 8537 8537 8158.6 8287
INDOSTAR 260.1 260.1 240 243.15
NILKAMAL 2380.05 2381 2285 2315.3
CHOLAHLDNG 693 693 665.95 682.95
STARCEMENT 96 97.3 92.2 93.4
DHANUKA 746 747.5 721.45 724.2
VSTIND 3163.85 3169.75 3075 3088.8
AIAENG 1901.5 1901.5 1871.9 1893
CGCL 545 547.25 525 534.35
NESCO 577.55 578.9 563 568.2
TCNSBRANDS 806.15 806.3 750 756.25
GODFRYPHLP 1114.45 1119 1083 1092
PSB 17 17 15.9 16.2
IFBIND 1150.05 1164.1 1135.6 1149.65
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50 17,575.15 17,599.40 16,997.85 17,149.10 -468.05
CIPLA 871.5 895 867.45 892.3 24.85
ONGC 165.2 168.3 163.75 165 1.35
INDUSINDBK 859 869.3 831.55 850.5 -3.6
POWERGRID 216.4 217.75 211.5 213.5 -1.6
BAJAJ-AUTO 3,421.00 3,454.20 3,350.00 3,390.05 -29.75
BHARTIARTL 690.3 707 677.35 687.65 -7.6
SBILIFE 1,240.00 1,240.00 1,205.15 1,226.95 -13.7
IOC 121 122.45 119.9 120.2 -1.5
AXISBANK 715 716.4 688.2 703.3 -9.2
COALINDIA 158.2 160.4 154.8 156.55 -2.2
HEROMOTOCO 2,740.00 2,769.40 2,667.55 2,712.00 -38.1
SUNPHARMA 804 825 791.6 797 -11.75
ICICIBANK 813 816.7 783.3 792 -12.5
TCS 3,840.00 3,849.65 3,740.10 3,769.95 -63.55
NESTLEIND 18,974.25 19,040.00 18,600.00 18,660.00 -314.25
NTPC 133 135.25 131 131.85 -2.25
SBIN 502.4 506.8 488 493.7 -9
MARUTI 8,189.00 8,332.80 7,952.80 8,038.45 -151.15
HINDUNILVR 2,338.90 2,344.95 2,266.70 2,282.00 -43.4
HDFCLIFE 639.85 639.85 619.1 628.5 -12.95
EICHERMOT 2,695.20 2,729.15 2,621.50 2,653.00 -58.1
M&M 871.2 878.35 848.05 855.4 -19.8
BPCL 381.4 383.85 370.1 373.05 -8.65
HDFCBANK 1,509.95 1,521.25 1,467.55 1,484.60 -37
ITC 217.05 217.75 210.9 211.65 -5.4
HDFC 2,571.65 2,601.80 2,510.35 2,528.00 -64.95
SHREECEM 25,182.60 25,289.95 24,072.60 24,359.55 -677.65
INFY 1,765.00 1,768.65 1,728.00 1,734.00 -51.7
DIVISLAB 4,189.00 4,190.00 3,788.95 4,056.00 -123.4
LT 1,955.00 1,959.00 1,881.55 1,897.00 -59.05
BRITANNIA 3,610.00 3,626.55 3,505.00 3,505.00 -113.3
ULTRACEMCO 7,360.00 7,365.00 7,088.65 7,125.00 -232.65
ADANIPORTS 723.9 725.25 689 700.9 -23
DRREDDY 4,486.10 4,489.80 4,311.00 4,350.20 -145.95
UPL 776.7 786 755.5 759 -27.9
KOTAKBANK 1,884.10 1,887.90 1,810.00 1,824.50 -69.25
ASIANPAINT 3,268.00 3,270.00 3,135.00 3,148.70 -126.15
HCLTECH 1,162.50 1,164.50 1,111.00 1,122.80 -45.15
RELIANCE 2,475.00 2,504.75 2,355.10 2,379.90 -97.95
BAJAJFINSV 16,388.50 16,433.95 15,444.00 15,660.00 -675.2
TATAMOTORS 499.7 504.3 473.35 477.65 -24.2
TATACONSUM 725 725 688.5 691.55 -35
TITAN 2,520.00 2,522.55 2,376.00 2,403.00 -125.15
WIPRO 605.5 605.5 568.45 572 -33.05
TECHM 1,588.00 1,588.00 1,501.95 1,505.30 -88.25
HINDALCO 498.95 500.5 475.5 477.5 -29.2
GRASIM 1,791.80 1,791.80 1,684.00 1,688.00 -104.1
TATASTEEL 1,160.00 1,163.65 1,090.00 1,100.50 -69.2
BAJFINANCE 7,350.00 7,350.00 6,817.70 6,904.75 -469
JSWSTEEL 656.5 657 618 620.15 -46.1

SE 500B
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY NEXT 50 42,198.75 42,206.95 40,199.85 40,616.05 -1,566.15
BANDHANBNK 299.9 311 295.5 306.5 11
LUPIN 898.5 933.5 898.5 919 15.6
MUTHOOTFIN 1,437.00 1,455.90 1,405.00 1,445.00 12.25
BANKBARODA 92.3 93.6 90.7 92.05 -0.65
DABUR 552 554.35 541 546.3 -5.25
ICICIPRULI 578.5 578.5 557.3 570 -7.55
BIOCON 377.1 379.85 367.9 372.1 -5
MARICO 476.7 476.8 466.7 470.7 -7.15
ADANITRANS 2,097.00 2,125.00 1,963.50 2,035.00 -31.8
TORNTPHARM 3,159.70 3,174.70 3,070.15 3,104.00 -61.15
HINDPETRO 309.6 313.65 300.75 304.2 -6.3
GAIL 142.05 143.7 138.7 140.4 -3
YESBANK 14.2 14.2 13.4 13.45 -0.3
ACC 2,210.00 2,219.65 2,148.35 2,166.00 -49.75
CHOLAFIN 660 674.9 625.2 639.1 -15.05
PNB 38.8 39.05 37.3 37.9 -0.9
PIDILITIND 2,714.90 2,721.35 2,615.85 2,629.10 -71.5
CADILAHC 410 411 390.15 399.45 -10.95
BOSCHLTD 16,470.75 16,528.65 15,801.30 16,013.00 -457.75
COLPAL 1,444.00 1,453.70 1,398.00 1,400.00 -44.9
GODREJCP 890 890.7 853.95 859.85 -31.35
ICICIGI 1,378.00 1,379.40 1,325.55 1,331.00 -50.65
VEDL 322 325.75 310.25 311 -12.3
SBICARD 851.1 851.9 800 817.75 -32.35
PIIND 2,588.00 2,588.00 2,412.65 2,489.60 -103.95
BERGEPAINT 749.1 749.1 707.35 714.35 -30.4
INDUSTOWER 257.7 259.25 246.45 248.05 -10.65
BAJAJHLDNG 5,381.25 5,418.40 5,000.00 5,120.00 -230.15
NMDC 139.75 139.75 133.05 133.55 -6.2
INDIGO 2,089.00 2,089.00 1,970.85 1,991.00 -93.35
AMBUJACEM 368 371.2 349 351.95 -16.7
APOLLOHOSP 4,690.00 4,710.80 4,462.25 4,476.45 -215.2
HDFCAMC 2,379.80 2,379.80 2,235.00 2,253.00 -116.4
ADANIGREEN 1,946.25 1,946.25 1,837.85 1,837.85 -96.7
SIEMENS 2,338.90 2,357.50 2,195.30 2,225.00 -118.95
HAVELLS 1,248.00 1,248.00 1,150.30 1,178.00 -63.55
JUBLFOOD 3,695.00 3,699.00 3,474.00 3,508.80 -192.9
SAIL 101.5 102.25 96.25 97.15 -5.4
PGHH 15,702.00 16,000.05 14,914.30 15,030.00 -837.65
MCDOWELL-N 896 899.3 846.65 851.5 -47.8
NAUKRI 4,762.60 4,765.00 4,407.00 4,502.75 -259.85
DMART 4,300.00 4,316.90 3,978.00 4,039.00 -260.8
DLF 394 394.6 365.55 370 -25.1
PEL 2,508.00 2,527.85 2,339.15 2,362.40 -165.45
LTI 6,408.00 6,495.00 5,826.00 5,965.00 -428.8
AUROPHARMA 655.45 655.45 603.35 610.9 -44.55
IGL 425.1 425.4 390.55 395.95 -29.15
JINDALSTEL 402 402.65 370.65 377.3 -27.85
ADANIENT 1,822.00 1,827.45 1,696.55 1,702.00 -126.35
GLAND 3,545.00 3,545.00 3,246.00 3,246.00 -322.1

New Delhi: Traders' body CAIT
on Monday filed a complaint
with the Competition
Commission of India against
Amazon accusing the e-com-
merce major of committing a
fraud while seeking approval for
the takeover of More Retail's
stores in India. 

The Confederation of All
India Traders (CAIT) claimed
that in case of acquiring More
Retail, Amazon committed the
same fraud, misrepresentation
of facts, misleading the CCI in
the matter too as was done in
takeover of Future Retail. 

"It amply exposes the sin-
ister designs of Amazon to con-
trol Indian retail companies in
a fraudulent manner to capture
the physical retail trade and

inventory-based e-commerce
in India causing enormous
harm to the traders," the traders'
body alleged.      

CAIT said that Amazon
has taken over More Retail
through Samara Alternate
Investment Fund (Samara AIF)
that owns 51 per cent equity in
Witzig Advisory LLP that in-
turns owns More Retail 
Limited.

It further stated that
Amazon has obtained approval
from CCI for the takeover of
More Retail Limited "by sup-
pression and concealment".
An email sent to Amazon India
did not elicit a response. 

"As is the case with Future,
Amazon has represented to
CCI that (a) Amazon has made

only a financial investment in
Witzig. It has not invested in
More Retail; (b) the rights
Amazon has acquired over
More Retail Limited are only
investment protection rights
and Amazon has no strategic
interest in More Retail," CAIT
claimed in its complaint. 

Future group and Amazon
have been locked in a bitter legal
tussle after the US e-commerce
giant dragged Future Group to
arbitration at the Singapore
International Arbitration Centre
(SIAC) in October 2020, argu-
ing that FRL had violated their
contract by entering into a deal
for the sale of its assets to bil-
lionaire Mukesh Ambani's
Reliance Retail on a slump sale
basis for � 24,713 crore. PTI

New Delhi: Independent direc-
tors of Future Retail have
turned down Amazon's offer of
financial support to the com-
pany through a deal with pri-
vate equity firm Samara Capital,
saying any legally invalid offer
cannot be accepted.

Future Retail's indepen-
dent directors had last week
asked Amazon if it was willing
to give a long-term loan to
avoid default on repayment of
�3,500 crore loan due on
January 29. Amazon replied to
that saying it was willing to
financially assist Future Retail
through the Samara Capital
deal but the retailer must shelve
�24,713 crore deal with the
Reliance group.
Independent directors say
Amazon hasn't shown them the
money that Future Retail
urgently needs to stall being
declared a defaulter. They want
to know if Amazon can act on
behalf of Samara Capital and
has the authority to negotiate
and finalise such transaction on
its behalf.

Speaking to PTI,  Ravindra
Dhariwal, an independent
director of Future Retail Ltd
(FRL) said if Amazon wants to
help FRL, it needs to show the
structure through which it will
put the money.   "We cannot
accept the offer until and unless
it is legally valid and unless it
comes in time. What is the
point of giving an offer after
‘chidiya chug gayi khet'...If you
want to help, then show us the
structure through which you
will put the money and we have
asked you in good faith to put
in �3,500 crore now so that we
can repay the bank and the
company is not treated as NPA
and is not liable to IBC,” he said.

Amazon told FRL that
Samara Capital remains inter-
ested in buying out the debt-
strapped retailer's businesses
such as Big Bazaar for � 7,000
crore, and had asked FRL to
provide its financial details to
Samara Capital for the private
equity fund to conduct expe-
dited due diligence.
Dhariwal expressed concern

that the support being extend-
ed is more of publicity. 

“This just do not have a
tenable structure, neither do
they have a viable structure. The
issue is very simple. We owe
money to the banks, bond-
holders and vendors,” he said.

Asked if Samara has
directly reached out to the
independent directors,
Dhariwal answered in the neg-
ative.        “We, the independent
directors, have never heard
about Samara. We have no
idea they are interested, why
they want to do it. We, inde-
pendent directors, have never
talked to Samara. Samara has
discussed the terms sheet with
the promoters of Big Bazaar
with Biyani brother and they
have acknowledged the term
sheet, but not supported the
term sheets. It is one of the 2-
3 term sheets which they (FRL)
have got. They never discussed
it with us and never made it to
the Board because they
(Biyanis) found it inadequate,”
he said. PTI

Bangkok: Shares were mostly
lower in Europe and Asia on
Monday after Wall Street
logged its worst week since the
pandemic began in 2020.

Shares fell in Paris, London
and Frankfurt but rose in
Tokyo. Shanghai was little
changed.

Investors have been grow-
ing increasingly worried about
how aggressively the Federal
Reserve, which holds a policy
meeting this week, might act to
cool rising inflation.

Historically low interest
rates, dubbed quantitative eas-
ing, or QE, have helped support
the broader market as the
economy absorbed a sharp hit
from the pandemic in 2020 and
then recovered over the last two
years. 

“The FOMC (Fed) meeting
dominates the macro calendar
this week and is likely to keep
risk sentiment on the hesitant
side with an end to QE and

imminent rates hikes likely to
be announced," economists
Nicholas Mapa and Robert
Carnell of ING said in a com-
mentary.

Germany's DAX shed 1.1%
to 15,431.03 while the CAC 40
in Paris gave up 1.4% to
6,971.19. In London, the FTSE
100 fell 0.7% to 7,447.03. 

The futures for the S&P
500 and the Dow industrials
gained 0.3%. 

Some economists believe
the Fed and other central banks
need to move faster to tamp
down surging prices by raising
rates. 

U.S. Consumer prices rose
7% in December compared to
a year earlier, the biggest
increase in nearly four 
decades. 

Rising costs are raising
concerns that consumers will
start to ease spending because
of the persistent pressure on
their wallets. AP
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Mumbai: The rupee on Monday
slumped by 17 paise to close at a
more than three-week low of
74.60 against the US dollar due
to high crude oil prices, forex out-
flows and heavy losses in domes-
tic equities amid growing geopo-
litical  worries. Forex traders said

the strength of the American cur-
rency in the overseas market and
weak appetite for riskier assets
also dragged down the local
unit.   Moreover, market partic-
ipants are now eyeing the US
Fed's January 25-26 meeting for
further cues.        "The Indian

rupee has weakened amid the big
crack witnessed in domestic
equities in tandem with other
Asian markets. The sentiments
are quite fragile in the markets
amid the geopolitical tensions in
Eastern Europe and as investors
are fretting over the possibility of

a quicker pace of interest rate
hikes in the US," Sugandha
Sachdeva, Vice President -
Commodity and Currency
Research, Religare Broking Ltd.

Riskier assets have come
under pressure amid the
prospects of a Russian invasion

of Ukraine. The US and the UK
have advised the families of their
diplomats in Ukraine to leave the
country.    At the interbank for-
eign exchange market, the local
currency opened at 74.43 against
the greenback and witnessed an
intra-day high of 74.42 and a low

of 74.69 during the session.
The rupee finally settled down by
17 paise or 0.23 per cent at 74.60,
the lowest closing level since
December 27, 2021. 

The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback's strength
against a basket of six currencies,

was trading 0.12 per cent up at
95.75.        Brent crude futures,
the global oil benchmark, rose
0.33 per cent to USD 88.18 per
barrel. With inflation-
ary pressures building up, the
overwhelming consensus sug-
gests that the era of near-zero

interest rates is likely to come to
an end very soon, Sachdeva said,
adding that the rupee is still find-
ing some comfort from the fact
that the country's forex reserves
have surged by USD 2.229 billion
to USD 634.965 billion for the
week ended January 14. PTI
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The head of the World
Health Organisation is

warning that conditions remain
ideal for more coronavirus
variants to emerge and says it's
dangerous to assume omicron
is the last one or that "we are in
the endgame", while saying
the acute phase of the pan-
demic could still end this year
- if some key targets are met.

Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus, WHO's direc-
tor-general, laid out Monday an
array of achievements and con-
cerns in global health over
issues like reducing tobacco
use, fighting resistance to anti-
microbial treatments, and risks
of climate change on human
health.  

But he said "ending the
acute phase of the pandemic
must remain our collective
priority". "There are different

scenarios for how the pan-
demic could play out and how
the acute phase could end. But
it's dangerous to assume that
omicron will be the last variant
or that we are in the endgame,"
Tedros told the start of a WHO
executive board meeting this
week. 

"On the contrary, globally,
the conditions are ideal for
more variants to emerge."But
he insisted that "we can end
COVID-19 as a global health
emergency, and we can do it
this year," by reaching goals like
WHO's target to vaccinate 70
per cent of the population of
each country by the middle of
this year, with a focus on peo-
ple who are at the highest risk
of COVID-19, and improving
testing and sequencing rates to
track the virus and its emerg-
ing variants more closely.

"It's true that we will be liv-
ing with COVID for the fore-

seeable future and that we will
need to learn to manage it
through a sustained and inte-
grated system for acute respi-
ratory diseases" to help prepare
for future pandemics, he said.

"But learning to live with
COVID cannot mean that we
give this virus a free ride. It can-
not mean that we accept almost
50,000 deaths a week from a
preventable and treatable dis-
ease." 

In stark terms, Tedros also
appealed for strengthening
WHO and increasing funding
for it to help stave off health
crises. "Let me put it plainly: If
the current funding model
continues, WHO is being set
up to fail. 

The paradigm shift in
world health that is needed
now must be matched by a par-
adigm shift in funding the
world's health organisation," he
said.

Washington:The Omicron
variant of coronavirus may
evade several, but not all, mon-
oclonal antibodies used clini-
cally to prevent patients from
developing severe COVID-19,
according to a laboratory study.
Monoclonal antibodies are lab-
oratory-made proteins that
mimic immune system's abili-
ty to fight off harmful
pathogens such as viruses.
Several past studies have shown
that such antibodies are unsuc-
cessful in neutralising
Omicron. The team led led by
researchers at Washington
University, US, tested five anti-
body combinations, including
those discovered at Vanderbilt
University Medical Centre
(VUMC) in the US. PTI
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Tensions soared Monday
between Russia and West,

with NATO outlining a series of
potential troop and ship deploy-
ments and Ireland warning that
upcoming Russian war games off
its coast would not be welcome
while concerns abound that
Moscow is planning to invade
Ukraine.

The Western alliance's state-
ment summed up moves already
announced by individual mem-
ber countries - but restating
them under the NATO banner
appeared aimed at showing
alliance's resolve. 

It was just one of a series of
announcements that signalled
West is ramping up its rhetoric
in information war that has
accompanied Ukraine standoff.

Russia has massed an esti-
mated 100,000 troops near
Ukraine's border and is demand-
ing that NATO promise it will
never allow Ukraine to join and
that other actions, such as sta-
tioning alliance troops in former
Soviet bloc countries, be cur-
tailed.

Some of these, like any
pledge to permanently bar
Ukraine, are non-starters for
NATO - creating a seemingly
intractable standoff that many
fear can only end in war.

Russia denies it is planning
an invasion, and has said
Western accusations are merely
a cover for NATO's own planned
provocations. Recent days have
seen high-stakes diplomacy  that
failed to reach any breakthrough
and maneuvering on both sides.

On Monday, NATO said
that it is beefing up its "deter-
rence" in Baltic Sea area.
Denmark is sending a frigate and
deploying F-16 war planes to
Lithuania; Spain is sending three
ships to join NATO naval forces
and four fighter jets to Bulgaria;
and France stands ready to send
troops to Romania. The
Netherlands also plans to send
two F-35 fighter aircraft to
Bulgaria from April. Secretary-
General Jens Stoltenberg said
alliance will "take all necessary
measures to protect and defend

all allies." He said: "We will
always respond to any deterio-
ration of our security environ-
ment, including through
strengthening our collective
defence."Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov charged that it
was NATO and US who were
behind "tensions escalating" in
Europe, not Russia.

"All this is happening not
because of what we, Russia, are
doing. This is happening because
of what NATO, the US are
doing," Peskov said during a con-
ference call with reporters. He
also cited US media reports
suggesting that Russia is evacu-
ating its diplomats from Ukraine,
something officials in Moscow
denied.The NATO announce-
ment came as European Union
foreign ministers sought to put
on a fresh display of unity in
support of Ukraine, and paper
over concerns about divisions on
best way to confront any Russian
aggression.

In a statement, the minis-
ters said EU has stepped up sanc-
tion preparations and they
warned that "any further military
aggression by Russia against
Ukraine will have massive con-
sequences and severe
costs".Separately, the EU also
committed to increase financial
support for embattled Ukraine,
vowing to push through a spe-
cial package of 1.2 billion euros
($1.4 billion) in loans and grants
as soon as possible.

The West is nervously
watching Russian troop move-
ments and war games in Belarus
for any signs that a new invasion
of Ukraine is imminent. Russia
has already invaded Ukraine
once, annexing Crimean
Peninsula in 2014.

Moscow has also supported
pro-Russian Ukrainian sepa-
ratists fighting Kyiv government
in Donbass region. Fighting in
eastern Ukraine has killed
around 14,000 people and still
simmers. Asked whether EU
would follow a US move and
order the families of European
embassy personnel in Ukraine to
leave, EU foreign policy chief
Josep Borrell said: "We are not
going to do  same thing." 
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China flew 39 warplanes
toward Taiwan in its largest

such sortie of the new year,
continuing a pattern that the
island has answered by scram-
bling its own jets in response.

The formation Sunday
night included 24 J-16 fighter
jets and 10 J-10 jets, among
other support aircraft and elec-
tronic warfare aircraft, accord-
ing to Taiwan's defense min-
istry. 

Taiwan's air force scram-
bled its own jets and tracked
the People's Liberation Army
planes on its air defense radar
systems, the defense ministry
said. Chinese pilots have been
flying towards Taiwan on a
near-daily basis in the past year
and a half, since Taiwan's gov-
ernment started publishing the
data regularly. 

The largest sortie was 56
warplanes on a single day last
October. The activity has gen-

erally been in the air space
southwest of Taiwan and falls
into what Taiwan's military
calls the air defense identifica-
tion zone, or air space it mon-
itors out of national security
considerations. 

Taiwan and China split
during a civil war in 1949, but
China claims the island as its
own territory. As a result,
Beijing opposes any 

action that would identify
Taiwan as a sovereign state and
has used diplomatic and mili-
tary means to isolate and intim-
idate Taiwan. 

Tensions have been high
since Taiwanese citizens elect-
ed Tsai Ing-wen as president in
2016, to which Beijing
responded by cutting off pre-
viously established communi-
cations with the island's gov-
ernment. Tsai's predecessor
was friendly to China and had
endorsed Beijing's claim that
the two are part of a single
Chinese nation.

Oslo: A Taliban delegation
led by acting Foreign Minister
Amir Khan Muttaqi on Sunday
started three days of talks in
Oslo with Western officials
and Afghan civil society rep-
resentatives amid a deteriorat-
ing humanitarian situation in
Afghanistan.

The closed-door meetings
are taking place at a hotel in the
snow-capped mountains above
the Norwegian capital. On
Sunday, Taliban representa-
tives were meeting with
women's rights activists and
human rights defenders from
Afghanistan and from the
Afghan diaspora. Before the
talks, the Taliban's deputy min-
ister of culture and information
tweeted a voice message from
Muttaqi, expressing hope for "a
good trip full of achievements"

and thanking Norway, a coun-
try he hoped will become "a
gateway for a positive rela-
tionship with Europe." The
trip is the first time since the
Taliban took over in August
that their representatives have
held official meetings in
Europe. Earlier, they have trav-
eled to Russia, Iran, Qatar,
Pakistan, China and
Turkmenistan.

During the talks, Muttaqi
is certain to press the Taliban's
demand that nearly $10 billion
frozen by the United States and
other Western countries be
released as Afghanistan faces a
precarious humanitarian situ-
ation. The United Nations has
managed to provide some liq-
uidity and allowed the new
administration to pay for
imports, including electricity.

But the U.N. Has warned that
as many as 1 million Afghan
children are in danger of starv-
ing and most of the country's
38 million people are living
below the poverty line.

The Norwegian Foreign
Ministry said the Taliban del-
egation would also meet with
Afghans in Norway, including
"women leaders, journalists
and people who work with,
among other things, human
rights and humanitarian, eco-
nomic, social and political
issues."

"Norway continues to
engage in dialogue with Taliban
to promote human rights,
women's participation in soci-
ety, and to strengthen human-
itarian and economic efforts in
Afghanistan," the Foreign
Ministry said in a statement. 
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The UAE defence forces on
Monday intercepted and

destroyed two ballistic missiles
that Houthi terror group fired
towards its capital Abu Dhabi,
days after two Indians and a
Pakistani were killed in a rare
drone and missile attack
claimed by Yemeni rebels.

The attack did not result in
any human losses, the Ministry
of Defence said, adding that the
remnants of intercepted and
destroyed ballistic missiles fell
in separate areas around Abu
Dhabi."The air defences had
intercepted and destroyed two
ballistic missiles fired by ter-
rorist Houthi group towards
country on Monday," the min-
istry announced on Twitter. In
response to attack, the Joint
Operations Command of the
UAE's Ministry of Defence
(MOD) "immediately"
destroyed a ballistic missile
launcher in Yemen's Al Jawf
province after it fired two mis-
siles at Abu Dhabi.

The ministry also shared a
video on Twitter showing an F-
16 fighter jet destroying bal-
listic missile launcher in
Yemen."MOD Joint Operations
Command announces that at
04:10 hrs Yemen time an F-16
destroyed a ballistic missile
launcher in Al Jawf, immedi-
ately after it launched two bal-
listic missiles at Abu Dhabi.
They were successfully inter-
cepted by our air defence sys-
tems," ministry said in a tweet.
In a statement, the ministry
affirmed its "full readiness to
deal with any threats," adding
that it will "take all necessary
measures to protect UAE from
any attacks," according to offi-
cial WAM news agency.

London: Wikileaks
founder Julian Assange on
Monday won the latest round
in his legal battle against being
extradited to the US, as High
Court judges in London grant-
ed the Australian national per-
mission to take his extradition
appeal to the UK's Supreme
Court.The 50-year-old is want-
ed in America over the leak of
thousands of classified docu-
ments related to the wars in
Iraq and Afghanistan. His
lawyers argued that he should
not be taken to the US because
of a real and "oppressive" risk
of suicide. Last month, the US
authorities won an appeal
against a previous court ruling
that he could not be extradit-
ed due to concerns over his
mental health. PTI

Islamabad: A Hindu law-
maker from ruling Pakistan
Tehreek-i-Insaf party said on
Monday that he will travel to
India later this week with a del-
egation of pilgrims. In a state-
ment issued here, Patron-in-
chief of Pakistan Hindu Council
and Member of National
Assembly Dr. Ramesh Kumar
Vankwani said that  delegation
would go to India on January 29
on a special chartered flight of
Pakistan Airlines International
(PIA) and would stay there for
three days. During their stay, the
delegation will visit Dargah
Nizamuddin Auliya in Delhi,
Dargah Khawaja Gharib Nawaz
in Ajmer and Taj Mahal in Agra.
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Thousands of Sudanese took
to streets in capital of

Khartoum and other cities
Monday, activists said, contin-
uing relentless anti-coup
protests that have rocked coun-
try since a military coup three
months ago. Security forces
fired tear gas to disperse pro-
testers in several locations in
capital, including area around
fortified presidential palace,
which has seen clashes in pre-
vious rounds of protests since
Oct 25 coup, according to
activists.

The military takeover has
upended Sudan's transition to
democratic rule after three
decades of repression and
international isolation under

autocratic President Omar al-
Bashir. The African nation has
been on a fragile path to
democracy since a popular
uprising forced the military to
remove al-Bashir and his
Islamist government in April
2019. Protesters, mostly young
people, marched Monday in
streets of Khartoum and its sis-
ter city of Omdurman, accord-
ing to pro-democracy move-
ment. There were also protests
elsewhere in country, including
provinces of Kassala, Red Sea,
Jazira and already restive
Darfur region movement said.

Footage circulated online
showed security forces attempt-
ing to disperse protests with
tear gas. Protesters were seen
taking cover and hurling stones
at the troops.
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Burkina Faso's President
Roch Marc Christian

Kabore is being held by muti-
nous soldiers, two of the sol-
diers told The Associated Press
by phone early Monday. They
did not say where Kabore is
being held, but said he is in a
safe place. 

Gunshots were heard late
Sunday night near the presi-

dent's residence and in the
early hours of Monday a battle
took place at the presidential
palace while a helicopter flew
overhead. The roads of the cap-
ital were empty Sunday night
except for checkpoints heavily
guarded by mutinous sol-
diers.State news station RTB
was heavily guarded on
Monday morning. 
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Pakistan on Monday induct-
ed a China-made multi-role

frigate and 10 helicopters pro-
vided by Qatar in its navy as
part of efforts to strengthen its
sea frontiers. 

The induction ceremony of
PNS Tughril, the first of four
Type 054-A/P frigates, made by
China and 10 Sea King heli-
copters was held at PN
Dockyard, Karachi, according
to a statement by Pakistan
Navy (PN).

The contract for four
multi-role frigates for Pakistan
Navy was signed between
Pakistan and China in June
2018 and the PNS Tughril is
the lead ship of Type 054-A/P,
while the Sea King helicopters
were gifted by Qatar.

PNS Tughril is the first
ship of its kind that was built
at a shipyard in Shanghai. It is
a multi-mission capable ship,
fitted with weapons such as
Surface-to-Air (SAM) and
Supersonic Surface-to-Surface
Missiles (SSM).

"The state-of-the-art ship
can carry out numerous mar-
itime operations due to instal-
lation of weapons and sensors,"
according to the PN state-
ment.

President Dr Arif Alvi,
who was the guest of honour at
the event, expressed satisfac-
tion and confidence that a
highly capable Pakistan Navy
Fleet and its air arm will con-
tinue promoting peace and
stability while "guarding our
maritime frontiers".

Chief of the Naval Staff,
Admiral Amjad Khan Niazi,
underlined that the new induc-
tions would further augment
PN combat capabilities. 
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Asenior Pakistani journal-
ist was shot dead by

unidentified men outside
Lahore Press Club (LPC)
here on Monday, police said.
"Hasnain Shah, who was in
his 40s, was parking his car
outside press club when two
motorcyclists opened indis-
criminate fire, killing him on
spot," an official of Inspector
General Police (IGP) Punjab
official told PTI.

Both armed men man-
aged to flee congested area,
he said. Shah, a resident of
Lahore, was working as
Crime Reporter for Capital
TV. 

He is survived by his
wife and two children. "We

are investigating reports that
he had enmity with some
people, "  of f ic ia l  said.
Meanwhile, IGP Rao Sardar
Ali Khan has directed Lahore
police chief to ensure arrest
of culprits atearliest.

The journalists' associa-
tions in Pakistan have con-
demned Shah's killing and
demanded Pakistan Tehreek-
i-Insaf government to arrest
his killers.

"A journalist's murder in
front of Lahore Press Club in
a broad daylight is a moment
of reflection for government,"
Lahore Press Club President
Azam Chaudhr y said.
According to UN data, 85
journalists have been killed
in Pakistan since 1993,
including four in 2021.
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Talking to Kumari Remona Evette Pereira from Karnataka,
the Prime Minister discussed her passion for Indian Dance. He
inquired about the difficulties she faced in pursuing her passion.
The Prime Minister complimented her mother for ignoring her
own adversities to realise her daughter’s dreams.

Interacting with Kumari Puhabi Chakraborti of Tripura, the
Prime Minister enquired about her Covid related innovation. She
also informed the Prime Minister about her fitness app for
sportspersons.

Talking with Master Dhiraj Kumar from West Champaran,
Bihar, the Prime Minister asked about the incident where he saved
his younger brother from a crocodile attack. Prime Minister asked
about his state of mind while saving his younger brother and how
he feels after the fame he got now.

Addressing the gathering, the Prime Minister noted that these
awards become all the more significant in the light of the fact
that they have been conferred during the important period when
the country is celebrating ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav.’

He said this is the time to draw energy from the past and
dedicate oneself to achieving great results in the coming 25 years
of the Amrit kaal.

Modi also greeted the daughters of the country on National
Girl Child Day. The Prime Minister remembered the glorious
history of the Freedom Struggle and the contribution of Birbala
Kanaklata Barua, Khudiram Bose and Rani Gaidinilu.

“These fighters had made the country’s freedom the mission
of their lives at a very young age and had dedicated themselves
for it” the Prime Minister noted.

The Prime Minister remarked that a digital statue of Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose has also been installed near India Gate in
Delhi. “We get the biggest inspiration from Netaji - duty of the
nation first. Taking inspiration from Netaji, you have to proceed
on the path of duty for the country”, Modi added.

He referred to increasing role of women in the national devel-
opment. The Prime Minister said in areas where daughters were
not even allowed earlier, daughters are doing wonders in them
today. 

“This is the new India, which does not hold back from inno-
vating, courage and determination are the hallmarks of India
today”, he said.
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Taking on his bete-noire and Congress’ Punjab unit chief
Navjot Sidhu, Singh said, “Our bravehearts are fighting Pakistan
at the borders.

Yet, Sidhu wants to hug it out with the enemy.”
Singh was referring to Sidhu hugging Pakistan Army Chief

General Bajwa during the oath taking ceremony of Pakistan Prime
Minister Imran Khan.

After resigning from Punjab chief ministership, Singh quit
the Congress and floated his own party Punjab Lok Congress
and forged alliance with the BJP and SAD (Sanyukt). The BJP’s
is paying the role of senior partner in the alliance in Punjab, where
it had always played second fiddle in its more than two-decade
long alliance with the Shiromani Akali Dal.

Elections for 117 seats in Punjab will be held in single phase
on  February 20. Punjab is likely to see a five-cornered contest
this election between the farmers’ political outfit, the BJP and
its allies, Congress, AAP and SAD.
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nevertheless have resulted in significant increases in hospi-
talisation, continue to pose overwhelming demands on health
care systems in most countries, and may lead to significant mor-
bidity, particularly in vulnerable populations,” the WHO said.

In India, with the addition of 3.06 lakh cases reported on
Monday, the Covid tally in India -- the second worst-hit coun-
try after the US -- now stands at 3.95 crore.

The active cases now comprise 5.69 per cent of the total infec-
tions, while the national COVID-19 recovery rate has decreased
to 93.07 per cent.

As many as 439 people have died of Covid during the past
24-hour period, according to the Health Ministry. At least 60 per
cent of the patients who died during the current wave of Covid
pandemic were either partially or fully unvaccinated, said the gov-
ernment in a statement.

Maharashtra added 40,805 COVID-19 cases, taking its tally
to 75,07,225, while 44 fatalities put the total number of deaths
at 1,42,115. Delhi added 9,197 new cases, which is 19 per cent
lower than yesterday’s number (11,486). At 13.3 per cent, the pos-

itivity rate (the number of cases detected per 100 tests) saw a dip
from 16.3 per cent a day before. The national capital also report-
ed 35 Covid deaths in the last 24 hours. The number of daily cases
in Delhi has been declining after touching the record high of
28,867 on January 13.

In the south, Karnataka reported 50,210 Covid cases in the
last 24 hours, two days after the State lifted the weekend curfew.
Presently, there are as many over 3.57 lakh active cases in the
state. On the other hand, the daily Covid curve in Tamil Nadu
saw a marginal improvement with the state registering 30,580
new infections.  
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It has been a quite broad-based correction across sectors and
marketcaps, although the more expensively valued names and
the recent IPO new age companies have seen a sharper cut,”
Milind Muchhala, Executive Director, Julius Baer, told news
agency PTI. The  weakness largely mimics the rot in the global
markets over the past couple of weeks, especially in the US mar-
kets, on continuing concerns of sticky inflation and Fed’s
action/rhetoric, he added.

PTI quoted Vinod Nair, Head of Research at Geojit Financial
Services, saying,’’ Sell-off in global markets, weak Q3 results, and
pre-budget nervousness triggered heavy sell-off in the domes-
tic bourses as risk sentiment took a blow ahead of the FOMC
meeting starting tomorrow.”  Investors are keenly awaiting the
result of the two-day Fed meeting where the US Central Bank
is expected to provide more guidance on its rate hike plans, he
added. While all sectors hit rough weather, stocks of the new-
age tech companies were the most affected due to a drop in
growth of profitability amid expensive valuations, Nair said.

Elsewhere in Asia, bourses in Hong Kong and Seoul ended
with losses, while Tokyo and Shanghai were positive.  Equities
in Europe were witnessing intense selling pressure in mid-ses-
sion deals. Meanwhile, international oil benchmark Brent
crude rose 0.32 percent to USD 88.17 per barrel.

On the forex market front, the rupee weakened by 17 paise
to end at 74.60 against the US dollar on Monday.  Foreign insti-
tutional investors (FIIs) remained net sellers in the capital mar-
ket, as they sold shares worth �3,148.58 crore on Friday, accord-
ing to stock exchange data. 
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In his email, Hejmadi appreciated the employees for their
works and sought support from them.

“We have done an excellent job till now in providing all sup-
port for the disinvestment exercise. The next three days will be
hectic for our department and I request all of you to give your
best in these last three four days before we get divested,” he added.

“If there is no disagreement on the balance sheet, it would
be handed over any day after Republic Day”, said sources in the
Ministry. The Government has decided to complete the process
on January 27 and will decide whether the company will take
over the airline now or not. The handover was to be done in
December but got delayed due to the various pending approvals.
Following delays in finalising the balance sheet of the airline and
procuring the necessary approvals from global regulators, the tar-
geted timeline for the closure of the agreement was extended till
January end.

The transfer of Air India to Tata Group was earlier supposed
to be concluded on 23 January. However, this has since then been
pushed by a few days and will be concluded by end of the month,”
sources added.

As per the RTI reply by the ministry of civil aviation, the var-
ious Government departments and ministries had pending pay-
ments amounting to Rs 278.49 crore to Air India till October last
year. 

The Government on October 11, 2021, issued a Letter of
Intent (LoI) to the Tata group confirming the Government’s will-
ingness to sell its 100 per cent stake in the airline. On October
25, the Centre signed the share purchase agreement (SPA) for
this deal. As a part of the deal, the Tata group will also be hand-
ed over Air India Express and a 50 percent stake in ground han-
dling arm Air India SATS.

Tatas had on October 8 beat the Rs 15,100-crore offer by a
consortium led by SpiceJet promoter Ajay Singh and the reserve
price of Rs 12,906 crore set by the government for the sale of its
100 percent stake in the loss-making carrier.

While this will be the first privatisation since 2003-04, Air
India will be the third airline brand in the Tatas’ stable - it holds
a majority interest in AirAsia India and Vistara, a joint venture
with Singapore Airlines Ltd.



Delivering proper care to those
with mental health issues
has always been a big chal-

lenge. India is on the verge of a men-
tal health epidemic, yet it's hard to
find a public discourse on ways to
prevent mental health disorders or
treat them. 

According to a report by the
World Health Organisation in 2019,
over 264 million people are affect-
ed by depression and almost 800,000
people die by suicide each year. The
situation has been further worsened
by the onset of the coronavirus pan-
demic. The isolation because of lock-
down, uncertainty and fear due to
job cuts and general discomfort due
to the inability to control different
aspects of life has triggered severe
mental trauma in people across
India. The issue has been made even
more complicated by the fact that no
one has any idea when things will
ever return to normal.

To tackle the issue of rising
mental health issues among people,
technology companies are leverag-
ing Artificial intelligence-based
solutions to develop chatbots tuned
to help patients with mental health
concerns. These conversational
agents support patients with men-
tal health issues while offering a high
level of privacy and anonymity.

Chatbots can be effective but are
they really the answer?

A chatbot is able to simulate a
conversation on different platforms
using audio or text and sometimes
video too. While some chatbots are
fully automated, some utilise human
interfaces. The AI frameworks

required to be trained with vast
amounts of data to make these
chatbots compatible with the com-
plexity of human communication
have the ability to understand cul-
tural nuances.

There are chatbots designed to
detect subtle changes in facial
expressions, length of pauses or rates
of speech and build a diagnosis
accordingly. In case the chatbot
detects a deep-seated problem in the
patient, an option to meet an actu-
al therapist is offered to them, and
relevant helpline numbers are
shared.

A part of the population espe-
cially, the millennials and Gen Z,
believe that chatbots are a great way
to address the issue of the mental
health crisis in India. The young
crowd is tech-savvy and more com-
fortable in sharing responses with a
chatbot rather than a real person.
This makes sense when we think
about how workplaces are becom-
ing more remote, and increasing
internet conversations are making
human interaction more limited.

However, not all are convinced
and it can be debated whether one
ought to be. Issues related to men-
tal health are complex and articulat-
ing how one feels can be quite dif-
ficult even in front of a trained pro-
fessional who can see the facial
expressions, nuanced inflections in
body language and even tone.
Compared to that, using a chatbot
may seem superficial.

Apart from that, there are other
issues as well. A chatbot is trained
with underlying neural nets and

learning algorithms and can inher-
it the prejudice of its makers. The
algorithms behind a chatbot have to
be designed in a way that makes sure
it behaves in a specific manner,
which is helpful for the person
talking to it on the other side. The
people developing the chatbot need
to be well aware of the nuances of
mental health.

Bridging the Gap
Human beings are complicated

creatures, even those who are not
struggling with mental health issues.
Those suffering from anxiety,
depression, schizophrenia, and sui-
cidal thoughts have several layers of
thinking and multiple faces that they
put on for their interactions. A chat-
bot, in this scenario, often helps to
bring down the 'wall' since its
biggest weakness is its greatest
strength too. A chatbot is never
judgemental, it will never show
empathy too. Most questions used
by chatbots are fed in an algorithm
based on the CBT technique. The
lack of emotional bonding is often
what a person suffering from men-
tal health is often looking for.
However, it is important to remem-
ber that chatbots can be effective in
early interventions and a primary
diagnosis of mental health disorders
but it is best not to let chatbots
engage in full-blown mental health
therapy without any human super-
vision.

In conclusion, chatbots can
offer support, companionship and
therapy which can lessen the load on
therapists drastically. It is indeed a
viable option for people who face
challenges in terms of affordability
and accessibility. In the years to
come, technology companies need
to develop chatbots that can strike
the right balance of being empathet-
ic without being judgemental. Those
using them must be made aware of
the limitations of the chatbot and the
areas in which it can help — a trans-
parent system is what is required.

With escalating med-
ical expenses, peo-
ple are scampering

to book doctor’s appoint-
ments far away from their
homes. A large number of
patients travel from nations
lacking healthcare infra-
structure or less advanced in
medical facilities to coun-
tries providing highly-spe-
cialised healthcare facilities.

The medical tourism
sector is booming globally
and India is ranked 10th
among 46 countries in the
Medical Tourism Index
2021. As per Tourism
Ministry statistics, India
received just over 1.82 lakh
medical tourists in 2020,
which contributed 6.7 per
cent to the overall tourism
inflow into the country. 

India so far has attract-
ed medical tourists from
smaller nations lacking
proper healthcare facilities
back home, like Maldives,
Afghanistan, Iraq, Kenya,
Oman, or NRIs from devel-
oped countries who come

for affordable medical treat-
ment, only to go back when
they get well.

India offers a variety of
healthcare services including
Medical Treatment &
Surgeries to cure chronic ail-
ments, physical appearance
enhancements like cosmet-
ic surgery, Fitness &
Rejuvenation for mental &
physical relaxation or mind-
fulness, and Alternative
Medicine Treatment to seek
AYUSH.

India has immense
potential to offer healthcare
as per international stan-
dards, and at a fraction of
the cost. Some of the key
medical advantages that
India brings is the skilled
and qualified healthcare
manpower, state-of-the-art
Tier 1 hospitals equipped
with the latest technologies,
quality nursing care & post-
operative facilities, high-end
diagnostic services and top-
quality yet affordable med-
icines (compared to devel-
oped nations). There is,

therefore, no doubt that the
medical tourism market in
India is estimated to grow to
USD 13.42 billion by 2026.

However, to achieve this
milestone, it is important to
remove the disparity in
urban and rural healthcare
infrastructure. All the facil-
ities mentioned above are
available in Tier 1 cities
only while the rural folks
grapple with the most basic
requirement of access to a
good, qualified doctor. This
restricts the options available
to tourists seeking quality
medical treatment in India
and are made to choose
cities like Mumbai & Delhi
having a higher cost of liv-
ing. 

Further, it also discour-
ages regular tourists from
visiting Tier 2 or below
cities in India, if they don’t
have good healthcare facil-
ities close by, especially in
case of senior citizens &
family travel.

The Government recog-
nizes this struggle and is

working to give wings to its
National Digital Healthcare
Mission (NDHM) to pro-
vide the much needed tech-
nology push to public
healthcare by digitising
health records for easy
access by end users. 

I also suggest this data
being made available for
restricted use for R&D and
clinical research purposes
only, to devise more accurate
treatments for common &
serious ailments, thus giving
India the edge in diagnostic
sciences. 

Further, the
Government is looking to
increase JCI (Junior
Chamber International)
accredited hospitals in var-
ious cities from the current
38 hospitals. A coalition of
over 100 private healthcare
specialists have formed a
first-of-its-kind, made in
India telemedicine applica-
tion called Swasth that aims
to deliver equitable and
affordable healthcare to all
Indians. Further, the

Ministry of Ayush and
Council of Scientific &
Industrial Research com-
pleted a multi-center clini-
cal trial of a medicine,
AYUSH 64, for the treat-
ment of mild-to-moderate
COVID-19 infections and
not to mention Covaxin,
our very own indigenously
developed COVID Vaccine
through PPP, by Bharat
Biotech.

All these factors are pos-
itive developments towards
making healthcare infra-
structure a driving factor for
tourism in India. In fact, we
must learn from our friend-
ly neighbour, the UAE,
which is fast becoming a
tourism hub for interna-
tional patients seeking cus-
tomised and affordable
treatment. 

I feel India is already
grabbing attention from
global tourists looking for
quality, affordable & holistic
healthcare by correcting the
regional disparity in health-
care infrastructure.

GREEN BEANS: Green
beans are low in calories, but
they are high in nutrients
that have a variety of health
advantages.  Vitamin C,
flavonols, quercetin, and
kaemferol are all
ant i ox i d ant s
found in
legumes. 

T h e s e
antioxidants battle
free radicals in the
body, reducing cell
damage and maybe
lowering the risk of certain
diseases.

Soluble fibre in it has

been shown to promote heart
health by reducing LDL cho-
lesterol (bad cholesterol). 

A single cup of green
beans contains

around one-
third of your

d a i l y
r e q u i r e d
f o l a t e
intake, a B

complex essential
for unborn babies'

growth and develop-
ment. Green beans are

high in fibre, which keeps
your digestive tract healthy
and working smoothly.
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Every new year we make a number of  resolutions and promise
ourselves to achieve some specific goals. Some of us promise
ourselves to avoid drinking and smoking. Some want to

achieve study goals while others  say they want to hit the gym from
January 1 itself. There is thus no dearth of promises and resolu-
tions. But there is one most important resolution which  is a foun-
dational one and a key to success in all areas of your life. Isn't that
your health? We  all must take a pledge and resolve to stay healthy.
It is a supreme goal that we can gift ourselves so that we can stay
healthy and disease free this new year and build upon it.

There are many medical systems. Each perhaps has its own place
in the overall architecture of the health environment. Homeopathy
is one of the best systems  that can be adopted to maintain a dis-
ease free and healthy lifestyle. 

There are a number of homeopathic remedies which can be
adopted in our day to day life to improve the quality of our health.
They are not highly invasive therapies but smooth and impactful.
The most effective and widely accepted methods are:- 

Check your immunity
Immunity is defined as the capability of an individual’s body

to fight against any infectious disease or illness. Nowadays we often
hear that people with low immunity are vulnerable and have a high-
er chance of getting infected by COVID. But there is no need for
any fancy medication to improve immunity. There are a number
of remedies that can be suggested to have a strong immunity.
Gelsemium, Arsenicum album, Oscillococcinum, Allium Cepa and
Lycopodium 30 are few remedies suggested under homeopathy to
increase immunity. But to have learnt their names does not mean
that you can buy it and take it. Please consult a professional home-
opath. In our system generally one size does not fit all.

Look after your mental health
Living in this world of stress, anxiety, depression and god knows

what  other mental sins one is used to  which  remain elusive and
we often get confined with these that can create future problems.
All these mind games have a very bad effect on our health which
can be seen in the longer run. The uniqueness of Homeopathy is
that it deals with all the habits and early signs that forewarns any
major health issues.If not cured at the early stage Stress, anxiety,
depression may lead to serious possible conditions like heart attack,
kidney failure, liver failure and even brain hemorrhage. If you are
suffering from any of the aforementioned problems, immediate-
ly consult your homeopathic doctor. Homeopathic medicines like
Aconite, Argentum nitricum, Arsenicum album, Gelsemium and
Ignatia can be used under such circumstances. But as it is always
necessary to emphasize self medication is not advised and can be
dangerous.

Regular check-ups
Homeopathy follows the mantra of curing the disease before

it occurs. It simply means to eradicate the early symptoms of any
disease before it hits you hard. This can be done by regular check-
ups with your homeopathic professional. Update your calendar for
a monthly routine check-up with your homeopathic doctor to have
a regular track of your blood sugar levels, cholesterol level, blood
pressure and other vitals.

Take care of heart
Heart plays the most crucial role in our body but is very sen-

sitive at the same time. It is very important to look after our car-
diac health and be aware of any early symptoms if seen. Cardiac
arrest is the most common cause of death that kills millions of peo-
ple every year but it can be prevented using homeopathic treat-
ment. Homeopathy suggests use of naturally synthesized medica-
tions that do not have any adverse effect on our heart. Aconitum
Napellus, Arnica Montana, Cactus Grandiflorus and Digitalis
Purpurea can be used in times of heart related issues. Again it is
important to note all these medicines can be prescribed under the
care of a homeopathic doctor.

No to bad habits
Most of us have become slaves of our habits. Some adopt good

habits while the majority are prone to destructive habits for get-
ting fleeting pleasures and excitement.  Peer pressure is another
important factor. Smoking, drinking, junk eating, all these habits
are going to be a burden for the future. Homeopathy has a cure
for addiction like alcoholism and smoking. Homeopathic treatment
is seen as effective towards alcoholism and smoking and provides
faster results as well. Natrum Mur, Avena Sativa, Nux Vomica,
Kalium Bich, Silicea, Sterculia and Strychninum Nit are some of
the common remedies that can be used to cure addictions.
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Cervix is the narrow passage which
forms the lower end of the uterus.
Cervical cancer is the second

most common cancer in Indian women,
after breast cancer. It usually happens in
the age group of 40-50 years and unfor-
tunately, most of the patients end up
presenting in advanced stages. The
bright side however is that this disease
usually provides a long window for its
detection in early stages. It is one of the
few cancers that is largely preventable. 

The warning symptoms are usually
an excessive or smelly vaginal discharge,
or unusual bleeding from the vagina.
This bleeding can happen in between
periods, or  as heavy bleeding during
periods. Bleeding after intercourse is an
important warning sign as well. Rarely,
pain in the lower abdomen, blood
stained urine might also occur. Any of
these symptoms should prompt a gyne-
cological check up without delay. In its
early stages, it is treated by surgery, and
more advanced stages are generally
treated with radiation and chemothera-
py, or a combination of these.

Cervical cancer is caused by a virus
called the Human Papilloma Virus
(HPV). This particular virus infects
almost everyone after they become sex-
ually active, but 90 per cent of people
will clear the virus within one to two
years of  getting infected. Hence, just
having the virus does not mean one is
going to get cancer. 

There are robust screening tests
available for picking up the early dis-
ease. Two such tests are the pap smear
and HPV test. Both these tests are easily
and widely available, affordable and
done on an outpatient basis, without
much discomfort. The World Health
Organization (WHO) recommends that
all women above the age of 30 should
get screened, and get routine screening
every few years to enable doctors to pick
up this deadly disease in its nascent
stages.

Another very important aspect to
consider and understand is the need for
HPV vaccination. Talking about the sex-
ual health of our children is still a taboo
in our country, which we need to break.
Making them aware of safe sexual prac-
tices is an important discussion that the
children need to be involved in.
Vaccinating the children against a sexu-
ally acquired virus can be a difficult
conversation in a lot of  families, but it
is the need of the hour. HPV vaccine is
recommended for all young adolescent
girls aged 9-14 years of age by the
WHO. The vaccine can also be given to
boys aged 11-12 years. The  vaccine is
most effective when given before the
onset of sexual activity. Young immune
systems are  more responsive to vac-
cines, thereby providing better protec-
tion.
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While the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic
has not only struck the masses in terms

of the physical consequences but has also taken
a toll on everyone’s mental well-being. In order
to support such people undergoing emotion-
al trauma, a 22-year-old graduate started a sup-
port COVID mental health helpline for the vul-
nerable last year and has answered more than
20,000 calls.  

Nikita Gupta was recently awarded with
Young Women Leader in India Award.

“The helpline started operations in March
2020 and has continued so far. Our approach
has been in twofold, one, focussed on scaling
operations so more people can get access to
mental health support in more languages and
two, to create awareness about mental health
through social media. 

Our aim is to create more accessible men-
tal healthcare solutions and build a robust solu-
tion seeking platform as  mental health prob-
lems are extremely common,” said Nikita
Gupta. Mental health is an extremely over-
looked issue in India, that has considerably
worsened over this period of pandemic.
Already being a major contributor to the bur-
den of illness in India, suicide deaths due to
mental health issues attribute to atleast one-third
among females and one-fourth of all males.
Most of this illness and death goes unnoticed.
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Rabindranath Tagore, was not
just the Nobel laureate poet,
author, thinker, composer,

but he was also a self-taught artist.
This Republic Day it is good to pon-
der on his brilliance as an aestheti-
cian of Indian heritage and experi-
ence. According to Christie’s, New
York, his volume of poems,
Gitanjali, established his internation-
al reputation when it was published
in London in 1912 in his own
English translation, and the follow-
ing year Tagore became the first
non-European to win the Nobel
Prize in Literature.

As a result, he became a liter-
ary celebrity and frequently toured
Europe and America. His flowing
robes and long white hair and
beard conformed to the common
western conception of an Indian
sage and his lectures attracted huge
audiences. Jacob Epstein, who
sculpted a striking bust of him in
1926, reported that, ‘he carried no
money and was conducted about
like a holy man’.

Tagore turned to painting later
in his life. By the time his first exhi-
bition of paintings and drawings at
the Galerie Pigalle, Paris in 1930,
Tagore, at the age of 69, had been
recognised as one of the greatest
writers who had ever lived. He had
an early inclination toward represen-
tational art but had given up hope
of being a professional painter
around 1900. Over the years, Tagore
maintained private journals where
he continued to doodle and sketch.
Then almost suddenly, in 1924,
while in Argentina as Victoria
Ocampo's guest, his doodles
assumed more elaborate and expres-
sive intent.

Ocampo recognised Tagore's
talent and found spiritualism in his
images of prehistoric monsters,
birds and faces as they were much
more than naturalistic interpreta-
tions. Compared to his early doo-
dles, these were not entirely spon-
taneous but inspired by his interest
in anthropology and the examples

of both primitive and modern art he
had seen.

The world Tagore revealed in
his best works was one of self-reflex-
ive evolution, where the images
themselves were in the process of
taking shape, as was his art. His early
paintings were rendered mainly in
monochrome, followed by two-
toned and three-toned drawings.
The pen-point brush was often
used laterally, fingers and bits of rag
spread the inks and the brush was
the last to be adopted.

It is heads and figures execut-
ed by Tagore in a variety of styles,
that have elicited the most interest.
Restrained yet restless, suggestive,
bizarre and haunting, these portraits
are considered to be among his most
memorable works. ‘The pensive
ovoid face of a woman with large
unwavering, soulful eyes was per-
haps his most obsessive theme.
Exhibited first in 1930, endless
variations of the same mood-image
continued to emerge throughout.
The earlier ones were delicately

modelled and opalescent, while the
latter examples were excessively
dramatic with intensely lit forehead,
exaggerated nose-ridge, painted in
strong colours, bodied forth from a
primal gloom.’ (Robinson, The Art
of Rabindranath Tagore, Calcutta,
1989, p. 56.)

These influences on Tagore
evolved over his lifetime and
emerged as expressions of innova-
tion and modernity through his
paintings which were unlike any-
thing being produced by Indian

artists at the time. In the present
works, the woodcut Namaz and the
Untitled, Tagore suppressed physi-
cal detail, creating basic curvilinear
forms. The body is represented as
a solid field of colour with strokes.
Scholars say he had a natural incli-
nation toward the tenets of what we
now understand as primitivism in
modern art; the search for symbols
and meaning in visual forms bor-
rowed from non-Western, pre-his-
toric and rural traditions and peo-
ple. So, we glimpse rural regenera-
tion in the rustic rhythms.

Painting allowed Tagore to
break away from the limitations of
language. He felt that painting,
unlike any other art form, was
closer to nature and could be uni-
versally understood and shared.

Architecture is more than just throwing
together raw materials such as concrete,

glass, and wood. The concept of architecture
has changed over the years, and today, archi-
tecture is a way for the designer to play
around with various elements while honing
their art and practice. Architecture is a com-
plex discipline that is an amalgamation of
design, art, math and science to arrive at a
balanced compendium of form and func-
tion. The monuments of India are some of
the world's most stunning works of archi-
tecture. From the Red Fort to Hampi,
everything that our forefathers and ances-
tors built has been a source of great pride.
But due to pollution, natural weathering, and
poor civic sense, the monuments have
been facing a preservation crisis. However,
with the help of architects, and the way they
are devising new plans to preserve the mon-
uments, there is an excellent chance that
these pieces of our collective history will be
standing tall for future generations.
Architects have been employing stratifica-
tion techniques, logistic recognition, and
using reconstruction methods to preserve
the monuments in all their glory.  

Manish Dikshit: The founding partner
of Aum Architects believes that architecture
is a way to look
at human histo-
ry as a whole. It
reflects the
change in needs
and thinking
patterns of a
c o m m u n i t y ,
which becomes
even more criti-
cal when one is
looking to con-
textualise their
existence. The
power of good
a r c h i t e c t u r e
must not be
underestimated
as it helps in
connecting peo-
ple while pro-
tecting the envi-
ronment. Since
the awareness
and need for sus-
tainable architec-
ture have been
expressed by
experts, archi-

tects have been working tirelessly to help fit
extremely utilitarian buildings while express-
ing the need to have carbon-neutral struc-
tures. We, as architects, are constantly look-
ing to upgrade systems and functions, so it
is fulfilling for us to deliver highly concise
designs. 

Sumit Dhawan: The founder and prin-
cipal architect at Cityspace '82 Architects is

of the view that architecture is synonymous
with endurance and longevity. He explains
that buildings and structures made by man
must be long-lasting while being able to
withstand the rapidly changing human
times. A building needs to be both function-
al and have perfectly-balanced aesthetics. It
also needs to be expectant of the human
changes that will inevitably come as time
passes. Architecture is also becoming more
community-based. So, long gone are the days
wherein architects would create lofty struc-
tures that would inevitably intimidate folks.
Simple and highly utilitarian buildings are
the new vogue. We cater to a myriad of com-

munity-based activities that serve to increase
its value.

Anil Badan: The founder & architect at
Studio B Architects, states that architecture
is all about being accessible. From simple
structural incorporations like ramps and
banisters that would help the elderly or the
disabled to buildings designed with the help
of logic and common sense, we firmly
believe in having architecture made for the
public and its people. So, in a way, architec-
ture is all about improving the lives of peo-
ple. Architecture also deals with the simplest
forms of human equations, wherein it has
the capacity to change lives, enrich human
experiences and create a context for human
existence to move forward. With the advent
of new materials or finding new methods of
using old, reliable materials, the art of archi-
tecture has changed by leaps and bounds.  

Anurag Pashine: The principal archi-
tect from Salankar Pashine & Associates, rec-
ommends that design has the potential to
change the way we work. Explaining his view
with an example — an office with a scorch-
ing and sweltering area with poor ventila-
tion and lack of windows will impact the
productivity of employees as they will not
be able to focus on their work. With the help
of new technology and new materials being
discovered every day, this office conundrum
can easily be solved with proper glass
facades that allow ventilation and an HVAC
system that will eventually help air circula-
tion. Taking one element out of the equa-
tion and working on it so that it is better can
lead to changing human lives for the better.
While architects aim to create user-friend-
ly buildings, aesthetics also play an essen-
tial role in attracting people to the facets, so

it is more like a delicate game of Jenga that
needs to balance various elements.  

At the same time, it is also essential to
recognise the fact that architecture and
human lives are constantly in touch with
each other. While recognising that archi-
tecture is used to shape and help propel
human lives, human interactions also aid
in shaping architecture. Reflecting the
changing needs and wants of the commu-
nities, architecture ultimately helps in the
proliferation of urbanisation of various
rural areas as well. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has
placed the cultural and innova-

tive industries at the heart of the
inventive economy at crossroads. The
ruin, widespread closures of borders,
venues and physical distancing mea-
sures are impacting whole segments
of the innovative economy. Many
people working in the art industry
have lost their jobs. Live performance
and venue-based industries have
been impacted majorly, impacting
livelihoods, artist potency, market
access and artistic freedom, togeth-
er with broader effects for the value
chain of suppliers and service
providers. The crafts sector is a
major employment provider for
many countries that have experi-
enced a massive downfall. The crisis
has expedited pre-existing trends, in
particular digitalisation, and it has
exposed the pre-existing inequalities
and precarities of the innovative
economy in most of the countries
around the world, also in the coun-
tries where public support schemes
for the creative sector are in place.

Since the start of the pandem-
ic, the arts and culture sector has been
witnessing a paradoxical situation.
While the demand for cultural and
inventive content has escalated
throughout the lockdown period —
and digital access has now become
more critical than ever before—
economic indicators assume that
the cultural sector will be one of the
most affected and also the slowest to
recover. Beyond short-term initiatives
such as surveys or data collection
aiming to provide artists and inter-
mediaries with financial and logisti-
cal support, both academics and
practitioners must engage in think-
ing about the future of art expendi-
ture, especially from a consumer's
point of view. 

Many players in the local art
industry have shifted to contactless
and digital ordering. Other adaptive
strategies have included frequent
COVID-19 testing of artists and staff
and regular consultation of medical
experts to inform any reopening
plans. Since many non-profit arts
organisations are losing revenue
because of restrictions and also
because more people are staying at
home, these additional costs pose fur-
ther strain. The increased desire to
supplement or replace in-person
services with virtual arts experi-
ences also adds to expenditures for
arts organisations. In some situations,
online platforms have allowed artistes
and arts groups to reach a larger audi-
ence during the epidemic than would
have been possible otherwise.

While virtual platforms have
become one of the most popular
adaptations for arts organisations and
artists, they are not without their
drawbacks. Many artistes and arts
groups were forced to invest in new
equipment and systems, develop
new skills, and figure out how to sell
their work in a virtual world. At the
same time, viewers' ability to fully
adapt to a virtual culture is not
assured.

The pandemic has brought some
improvements — collaboration to
create new works, higher online vis-
ibility, and the ability to reach audi-
ences and consumers differently —
to the disorganised local art indus-
try and its artiste community. But

whether the community stands for
sustained advocacy with the govern-
ment and private sector for recogni-
tion and support remains to be seen.

Governments are becoming
increasingly interested in controlling
internet creative expression. However,
they must concentrate on narrowing
the existing wide gap between the
rich and the impoverished in the art
world. While certain art forms will
transition to the digital sphere, it is
impossible to present street/festival
performances online. To guarantee
that subsidies and other programmes
reach the intended recipients, govern-
ments should maintain a public reg-
istry of artistes. It's vital to recognise
gig workers in this industry, as well
as enhance legislation that protects
cultural assets.

Not all forms of art are financial-
ly self-sustaining. The loss of employ-
ment and earnings in the creative
industry will have a severe impact on
innovation, citizen well-being, and
community vibrancy and diversity.
The respect and value for an artist's
work must be built from an appre-
ciation for art's significance in pre-
senting society with a sense of nor-
malcy during these lonely times.
Otherwise, we shall be collectively
accountable for the extinction of our
cultural heritage.

Local artisans, organisations
and institutions around the world
have met the challenges posed by the
pandemic with agility. For many, the
pandemic accelerated the transi-
tion to the digital medium; the act
of self-preservation often led to
innovation. The Internet provided
unprecedented chances for artists
and institutions to communicate
with one another in a variety of ways,
resulting in new partnerships and
channels for the arts. We've merely
scratched the surface of what a dig-
ital platform can provide in terms
of entertainment, education, and
participation.  Geographical
boundaries may have vanished
thanks to digital media, but it is
not without its drawbacks: global
rivalry, shorter attention spans,
and digital weariness.

The pandemic has not only
strengthened ties inside the art
field, but has also improved world-
wide coordination. Virtual collabo-
ration and support of one another,
not only domestically but world-
wide, is the way to go to maintain
and grow stronger roots. Virtual
cooperation will go a long way
toward helping individuals stay
connected in a world when physi-
cal travel is limited.

(The authors are co-founders of
Kutchi Bazaar, an e-commerce

platform for craft products made by
the local artisans of Kutch.)
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Astand-in captain, who seemed stun-
ningly short of ideas, few seniors at

the business end of their careers and a
dated approach in white-ball cricket --
India's woes during the tour of South
Africa were many, turning what start-
ed memorably into an eminently forget-
table outing.

The signs were ominous even before
they departed with now former Test
skipper Virat Kohli's much publicised
acrimony with top BCCI officials.

The entire episode didn't leave the
team in good stead and once there it all
went haywire after the opening Test win.

Stand-in ODI captain KL Rahul was
then left to do a lot with too little at his
disposal against an opposition, which
had gained invaluable confidence.

In the end, it turned out to be a
nightmare with dark clouds hovering
over the future of this Indian team and
no sign of 'VIBGYOR' in the Rainbow
Nation.

Kohli might not admit but the for-
mer captain is going through the tough-
est phase as a cricketer after having given
up captaincy in two out of three formats
and being sacked in another.

But Because he is Kohli and in a dif-

ferent class, he managed a fine 79 in the
lost third Test, where he looked the best.

He also got two half centuries in
ODIs with minimum fuss where he
looked more like an accumulator rather
than an enforcer that one associates with
'King Kohli'. The meltdown at Cape

Town with his misdirected anger at
broadcasters for a DRS gone wrong also
tarnished his reputation and letting the
game drift away with mindless antics
wasn't his finest hour when it came to
judging his temperament.

But if one is very blunt, KL Rahul

perhaps blew his chance towards being
a  long-term option across formats once
Kohli relinquished Test captaincy after
losing the Test series.

"Did KL Rahul by any stretch look
like a captain to you?" a senior BCCI
official counter-questioned PTI when
asked if he would be considered for the
Test captaincy factoring in Rohit
Sharma's track record of injuries.

It is understood that coach Rahul
Dravid wants to see his namesake as a
long-term option and it was evident that
he didn't want to put a lot of blame on
his captaincy.

"He did more than a decent job and
a lot about captaincy is how your play-
ers execute the skills. We were short on
the ODI side. He will grow constantly
and get better as he leads more,"
Dravid's observation drifted towards the
old adage of a captain being as good as
his team.

But what would hurt Rahul more is
his approach in batting which was
more about self preservation. The 55 off
79 balls in the second ODI deserves
more criticism for the balls wasted and
strike not rotated rather than the runs
accumulated by him.

It is for sure that Rahul, if he has to
be in the white-ball scheme of things,

will have to bat in the middle-order and
be a finisher.

His bowling changes didn't work in
the middle overs and after watching
Temba Bavuma make some inspired
moves like starting the attack with Aiden
Markram, he introduced Ravichandran
Ashwin early in one game but that was
more of a reactive move rather than a
pro-active one.

What stuck out like a sore thumb is
the fact that even the biggest of Proteas
fans couldn't have imagined that a team
facing huge transitional problems and
a coach due to face a commission
inquiring into his racial misconduct,
would turn the heat on and win five out
of six international matches and that too
at a canter.

The South Africans played good
cricket but were liberally helped by an
Indian team that didn't walk the talk on
its proclaimed cricketing philosophies.

There wasn't any fearlessness for
better part of the tour, no innovative, out
of box thinking and at times, they
seemed short on execution of skills.

Cheteshwar Pujara and Ajinkya
Rahane showed some spark in the sec-
ond innings of the second Test but for
the better part, they were not playing
their positive game. 
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India opener Smriti Mandhana on
Monday was named ICC women's

Cricketer of the Year for 2021. After
being named in the ICC's women's T20I
team of the year, Smriti has now won the
Rachael Heyhoe-Flint Trophy awarded
to the ICC women's cricketer of the year
for the second time after 2018.

The left-handed opener beat com-
petition from Tammy Beaumont of
England, Lizelle Lee of South Africa and
Gaby Lewis of Ireland to clinch the hon-
our. Smriti has also become the second
women's cricketer after Australia's Ellyse
Perry to win the honour more than once.

"I am truly honoured for receiving
the prestigious Rachael Heyhoe Flint
Trophy for the ICC Women's Cricketer
of the Year 2021. I am grateful to my
teammates, my coaches, my family,
friends and fans who believed in my
potential and supported me in this jour-
ney," said Smriti in her acceptance of the
award.

Despite India enduring a difficult
2021, Smriti stock continued to rise this
year, scoring 855 runs in 22 internation-
al matches at an average of 38.86 with
one century and five half-centuries.

In the limited-overs series against
South Africa where India won just two
of the eight matches at home, Smriti
played a major role in both wins. She
made 80 not out as India chased down
158 in the second ODI that helped them
level the series and scored 48 not out to
win the final T20I.

Smriti then played a sublime knock
of 78 in the first innings of the one-off
Test against England at Bristol that
ended in a draw. She played an impor-
tant knock of 49 in India's only win in
the ODI series. Her 15-ball 29 and fifty
in the T20I series went in vain though
as India fell short in both the matches
and lost the series 2-1.

"A recognition of such high class
from the global governing body of
cricket in an exceptional and difficult
year will motivate me to continue to bet-
ter my game and contribute to Team
India's success going forward. I look for-
ward to 2022 with a clear focus on win-
ning the ICC Women's Cricket World
Cup 2022 in New Zealand as we contin-
ue to prepare as a team and unit," added
Smriti. Smriti was in good touch in the
multi-format series against Australia,
starting with the ODI series where she
scored 86 in the second match. She com-
piled a brilliant century in the only Test
(the first of her career), and was award-
ed the Player of the Match for the same.
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For a bunch of Indian
women football players

hailing from humble back-
grounds, life in the last one year
has revolved around playing in
the AFC Asian Cup and with
that taking a shot at the elusive
FIFA World Cup but that
dream lay shattered after
COVID-19 knocked them out
of the tournament.

From captain Ashalata
Devi to the youngest in the
squad, Hemam Shilky Devi, the
Asian Cup was a once in a life-
time opportunity and all of
them were looking forward to
qualify for the quarterfinals,
which would have also taken
them to the 2023 World Cup,
before they were left "heartbro-
ken". If not a World Cup berth,
they would have made it to the
intercontinental play-offs
which would have been historic

in Indian football.
But it is now in the realm

of 'ifs' and 'buts' after 12 play-
ers tested positive for the virus
and the match against Chinese
Taipei was called off. The Asian
Football Confederation on
Monday confirmed that India
are deemed to have withdrawn

from the continental show-
piece. "Absolutely devastated,"
said senior player and goal-
keeper Aditi Chauhan aptly
capturing the sentiment with-
in the squad right now.

"In the last one year, our
lives have revolved around the
Asian Cup. Our sole aim was to

qualify for quarterfinals and
take a shot at the World Cup,"
said another player.

"We are extremely sad and
disappointed at the moment.
But it is not the end of the
world and the hope that we will
get chances to achieve this in
future if we keep on doing well
is giving us solace."

Many of the players have
fought tremendous odds to
reach at this level. 

Some took up to the sport
as it was "cheaper" to pursue
while others had to go against
the will of their parents and
community. Skipper Ashalata
faced opposition from her fam-
ily. Ditto was the case of Shilky,
who is all of 16 and had the dis-
tinction of being the tourna-
ment's youngest player.

The journey wasn't easy for
any of them and this setback is
definitely going to cause tur-
moil in their minds.
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India have been fined 40 per cent
of their match fees for maintaining

a slow over-rate against South Africa
in the third and final ODI of the
series in Cape Town on Sunday. In
the match, India were bowled out for
283 in 49.2 overs while chasing 288
at the Newlands Cricket Ground,
which meant South Africa won the
series 3-0.

"Andy Pycroft of the Emirates
ICC Elite Panel of Match Referees
imposed the sanction after KL Rahul's
side was ruled to be two overs short of
the target after time allowances were
taken into consideration," said the
International Cricket Council (ICC) in
a statement.

In accordance with Article 2.22 of

the ICC Code of Conduct for Players
and Player Support Personnel, which
relates to minimum over-rate offences,
players are fined 20 per cent of their
match fee for every over their side fails
to bowl in the allotted time.

Rahul pleaded guilty to the offence
and accepted the proposed sanction, so
there was no need for a formal hear-
ing. On-field umpires Marais Erasmus
and Bongani Jele, third umpire
Allauhudien Palekar and fourth umpire
Adrien Holdstock levelled the charge.
After Quinton de Kock's 124 propelled
South Africa to 287 in 49.5 overs,
Shikhar Dhawan and Virat Kohli made
61 and 65 respectively while Deepak
Chahar made a quick-fire 54 off just 34
balls. But the Indian trio's efforts went
in vain as they fell short of getting over
the line by four runs.

�&��� "&����-��

India's head coach Rahul Dravid had no hesitation
in admitting that the ODI squad lacked balance

with the likes of Hardik Pandya and Ravindra Jadeja
unavailable to execute their all-round skills at num-
bers six and seven respectively.

India lost the three-match ODI series 0-3 and
Dravid answered a range of questions covering the
poor show in middle-overs both in batting and bowl-
ing, KL Rahul's nascent captaincy career and how
Venkatesh Iyer is not being thought of as a top-order
batter.

"Yeah, we understand the template. Obviously,
a large part of the template is also dependant on the
balance of your squad," Dravid replied when asked
if the Indian team needs to revisit its template in 50-
over cricket.

"I think if you are a little bit honest, some of the
guys who help us balance the the squad out and give
us those all-round options at Nos 6, 7 and 8 are prob-
ably not here, and available for selection," Dravid
said, clearly talking about the absence of Pandya, who
is trying to get his bowling fitness back and Jadeja,
who is recuperating from a knee injury.

"Hopefully, when they (Hardik and Jadeja) come
back, it will give us lot more depth, it allows us then
to probably play in a slightly different style," Dravid
made it clear as to what he missed in the series.

Dravid's assessment of his namesake's leadership
skills was pretty lavish as he wanted people to fac-
tor in that he could only do as much with the kind
of squad he had at his disposal. "I thought he did a
good job. Not easy to be on wrong side of the result.
He is just starting out as captain," he said.

".....And he will learn and a large part of cap-
taincy is execution of skills by your players and qual-
ity of side you have got. We were a little bit short
on the ODI side of things and I thought he did a
very decent job, someone who is growing and will
constantly be improving and get better as a captain."

There was no denying that India's batting lacked
momentum in all three games especially between
overs 20 to 40.  "We certainly could do better with
batting in middle overs," Dravid said.

"But having said that, even South Africa who bat-
ted first on two occasions scored 290 as well and if
I think back and look at the 30th over in both those
games, we should have chased them down. 

"We didn't because we played some poor shots
and we didn't play some smart cricket at critical sit-
uations," he said without naming anyone.

Dravid isn't someone who believes in taking
names but when he spoke about demanding perfor-
mances in lieu of security and extended run given
to some middle-order batters, he obviously meant
Shreyas Iyer and Rishabh Pant.
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The Lucknow franchise of the Indian
Premier League will be called

Lucknow Super Giants after its owners
announced the name chosen by its fans.

The offi-
cial IPL team
of Lucknow,
owned by
RPSG Group,
decided to take
public opin-
ions from its fans and the name was
shared by owner Sanjiv Goenka in a
video message on Monday.

"Thank you so much for your over-
whelming response to the 'Naam banao
naam kamao' contest. Lakhs and lakhs
of people responded, based on that we
are very happy to choose the name for
the Lucknow IPL team," Goenka said
in his message, while revealing the team
name. 

"And the name that we have cho-
sen based on your recommendations is
Lucknow Super Giants. Thak you so
much for your response and love and
continue to give us your blessings in the
future as well."

The franchise owners had launched
a consumer engagement campaign on
social media on January 3 to decide the
name of the new IPL side.

Lucknow and Ahmedabad will be
the two new teams in the IPL from this
year as the lucrative T20 tournament
expanded its wings to become a 10-
team contest. 
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Alize Cornet dropped to her
knees on the hard blue court,

clasped her hands and took a few
moments to let it sink in.

In her 17th trip to the Australia
Open, her 63rd run at a Grand Slam,
and two days after celebrating her
32nd birthday, Cornet finally qual-
ified for the quarterfinals at one of
the four major events in tennis.

Cornet recovered after a sec-
ond-set meltdown in the hot
Melbourne sun on Monday to
advance to the last eight at the
Australian Open with a 6-4, 3-6, 6-
4 win over two-time major cham-
pion Simona Halep.

“It's never too late to try again!”
Cornet said in her on-court TV
interview. “To be in my first quar-
terfinal. It's a dream come true.

“The journey goes on. I still

can't believe it." 
Cornet led by a set and 3-1

before losing five consecutive games
and 16 straight points as Halep took
the match to a decider.

The match was 2-2 in the third
set after Cornet held a service game
at love, saying “allez” after every shot
she hit.

Halep got a break-point chance
two games later with a forehand
down the line that just caught the
outside of the paint and which
Cornet could barely believe. She
saved it and held serve, then broke
Halep's serve for a 4-3 lead that set
her on course for the quarterfinals.

Cornet will next play Danielle
Collins, the No. 27 seed from the
United States who beat 19th-seeded
Elise Mertens 4-6, 6-4, 6-4 in an
almost three-hour match to open
play on Rod Laver Arena. Collins was
a semifinalist in Australia in 2019.

Cornet made her main draw
Grand Slam singles debut as a
wild-card entry at the 2005 French
Open. She lost five previous fourth-
round appearances but had gone
close to reaching the quarterfinals
before, having match points in the
fourth round in Australia in 2009
before losing to eventual runner-up
Dinara Safina.

With a ranking of 61 — 50
lower than her career-high No. 11
— Cornet came into the 2022 sea-
son acknowledging retirement must
be close and that it was now or
never for a Grand Slam break-
through.

“I don't know if it's helping," she
said. 

“I just told myself that if it
should happen, then it will happen. 

Maybe leave it in the hands of
fate, destiny, I don't know.” 

The marquee men's match was

on Margaret Court Arena, where U.S. 
Open champion Danii l

Medvedev beat 70th-ranked
Maxime Cressy 6-2, 7-6 (4), 6-7
(4), 7-5. The second-ranked
Medvedev is trying to become the
first man in the Open era to win
his second major singles title in the
next Grand Slam event. He's now
potentially three wins from achiev-
ing that.

Medvedev was a runner-up in
Australia last year but avenged that
with a win over Novak Djokovic in
the U.S. Open final. Djokovic isn't
defending his Australian Open title
after being deported on the eve of
the year's first major for failing to
meet the country's strict COVID-
19 vaccination criteria.

Cressy's serve-and-volley style
created some frustrations for
Medvedev, who said late in the
fourth set that this was the “most

unlucky day I've ever had in my life.” 
His luck changed quickly.

After saving eight break-point
chances in the set, Cressy was bro-
ken in that game and Medvedev
served out at love.

He will next play ninth-seeded
Felix Auger-Aliassime, who beat
2014 U.S. Open champion Marin
Cilic 2-6, 7-6 (7), 6-2, 7-6 (4).
Medvedev beat the Canadian in the
semifinals at last year's U.S. Open.

No. 11 Jannik Sinner ended
Australia's last hope in the men's
draw when he beat No. 32 Alex de
Minaur 7-6 (3), 6-3, 6-4.

The temperature hit 34 degrees
Celsius (93 degrees F) on Day 8,
with extra breaks allowed for play-
ers to cope with the heat.

Cornet used bags of ice to cool
down her head during
changeovers, and draped cold tow-
els over her neck.
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Pakistan skipper Babar
Azam was on Monday

named ICC ODI Cricketer of
the Year while England Test
captain Joe Root took home
the top honours in the red-
ball category, beating compe-
tition from, among others,
Indian off-spinner
Ravichandran Ashwin.
Babar's team-mate and left-
arm pacer Shaheen Shah
Afridi won the Sir Garfield
Sobers Award for ICC Men's
Cricketer of the Year. He was
bestowed the honour for tak-
ing 78 wickets across formats
in 36 internationals at an
average of 22.20 in 2021. 

The 27-year-old Babar
scored 405 runs in six games
at an average of 67.50 in
2021. He was the second-

highest run-scorer with 228
runs and was the Player of the
Match in both of Pakistan's
wins in the 2-1 series victory
against South Africa. 

The architect of
Pakistan's chase of 274 in the
first ODI, Babar made a cen-
tury and laid the foundation
with an 82-ball 94 in the final

ODI where the visitors post-
ed 320 batting first.

He was the lone warrior
for Pakistan when they were
swept by England 3-0. He
accumulated 177 runs in
three games but found no
support as none of the other
batters managed to score
more than 100 in the series.
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India’s most notable poker series
- National Poker Series India is

back with its 2nd edition in 2022.
PokerBaazi.com, which is India’s
biggest poker platform, will con-
tinue as the hosting partner for
the NPS. The series, scheduled to
begin from March 6, has
announced a prize pool of 18.5
crores for 84 tournaments across
15 days. With 252 medals on the
line to be awarded to podium fin-
ishers in all 84 tournaments, and
three NPS Podium medals for the
three finishers with highest medal
tallies, this year’s National Poker
Series will yet again have Golden
Rush as one of its marquee events.
Additionally, NPS Podium finish-
ers will get to play the world's
biggest international poker event
in Las Vegas, USA. The qualifier
tournaments, also known as satel-
lite tournaments, have already
commenced from January 15.
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