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Reposing faith in sitting leg-
islators, the BJP on Friday

released another list of 91 can-
didates for the upcoming Uttar
Pradesh Assembly elections
where it has given tickets to 13
Ministers and repeated its sit-
ting MLA in Ayodhya.

In this list, majority of the
names were from those con-
stituencies where elections
would be held in the fifth and
sixth phases but names of can-
didates for Lucknow, where the
elections will be held in the
fourth phase, are still under
wraps.

Similarly, the future of the
Speaker of the Assembly,
Hridaynarayan Dixit, hangs in
balance as his name is also not
there in the list.

The party dropped Co-
Operative Affairs Minister
Mukut Bihari Verma but gave
ticket to his son Gaurav who
will be contesting from his
Kaiserganj seat in Bahraich.

Major seat holders are
Sidharthnath Singh from
Allahabad West, Chief

Minister’s media adviser
Shalabmani Tripathi from
Deoria Sadar seat, Nand Gopal
Nandi from Prayagraj South,
Amit Chauhan from Bikapur in
Ayodhya and Ramchandra
Yadav from Rudauli.

The BJP has allotted tick-
ets to nine women candidates
in the current list of candidates.

The BJP women candi-
dates in the new list are
Sindhuja Mishra (Kunda),
Neelam Karwariya (Meja),
Aarti Kol (Karaon), Aarti
Tiwari (Goshainganj), Saroj
Sonkar (Balha), Anupama
Jaiswal (Bahraich), A Neelam
Sonkar (Lalganj), Manju
Sonkar (Mehnagar) and Sunita
Parishit Singh (Zamania).

Apart from this, the BJP

has allotted tickets to Akhilesh
Mishra from Azamgarh Sadar
seat and Prateek Bhushan
Singh from Gonda. The party
has fielded Sinduja Mishra
against Raghuraj Pratap Singh,
alias Raja Bhaiya, in Kunda and
despite Opposition gave ticket
to Rajesh Gautam from
Kadipur (R) seat of Sultanpur. 

The party, however, denied
ticket to sitting MLA from
Haidergarh Baijnath Rawat and
instead fielded Dinesh Rawat.
The BJP has fielded new faces
from Barabanki Sadar (Arvind
Maurya) and Sharad Awasthi
from Ramnagar.

In Azamgarh, which is
considered a stronghold of the
BSP and the SP, the BJP has
declared candidates for nine

out of ten constituencies.
Party declared Satyendra

Rai from Gopalpur, Akhilesh
Mishra from Azamgarh,
Manoj Yadava from
Nizamabad, Krishna Murari
Vishwakarma from Didarganj,
former MP Neelam Sonkar
from Lalganj, and Manju Saroj
from Mehnagar. 

Manju Saroj, was the can-
didate of Suheldev Bharatiya
Samaj Party in 2017 but lost the
poll. She is now face of the BJP. 

The BJP has not yet field-
ed anyone from Phulpur-Powai
where the SP has given ticket
to Ramakant Yadav, father of
BJP MLA Arun Kant.

Among the Ministers who
got tickets are: Suresh Pasi
from Jagdishpur of Sultanpur,
Rajendra Pratap Singh Moti
from Pratapgarh, Sidharth
Nath Singh from Allahabad
West, Nand Gopal Nandi,
Allahabad south, Rmapati
Shastri from Mankapur,
Gonda, Health Minister Jai
Pratap Singh from Bansi in
Siddharthnagar,  Satish
Dwivedi from Etwa in
Siddharthnagar, Jai Prakash
Nishad from Rudrapur in
Deoria, Agriculture Minister
Surya Pratap Shahi from
Pathardeva in Deoria, and
Upendra Tiwari from Phephna
in Ballia.

Continued on Page 11
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The rebellion is brewing
within the Punjab Congress

over the distribution of tickets.
The party is facing revolt at no
less than 15 seats out of the
total 109 declared so far, forc-
ing the party high command to
review its decision on at least
five seats.

The denial of party ticket
has resulted in a massive
resentment among the left out
aspirants who have been
demanding review, while many
others have declared to contest
as independents. In fact, its
three sitting MLAs Rana
Gurmeet Singh Sodhi (Guru
Har Sahai), Fatehjung Singh
Bajwa (Qadian), and Dr Harjot
Kamal (Moga) have already
parted ways with the party.

Prominent among the
rebels include former MP
Mohinder Singh Kaypee, for-
mer Minister Jagmohan Singh
Kang, four-time Congress
MLA from Samrala Amrik
Singh Dhillon, Sunam halqa in-
charge Daman Thind Bajwa,
s inger-turned-pol it ic ian
Satwinder Bitti, Chief Minister
Charanjit Singh Channi’s

younger brother Dr Manohar
Singh, Cabinet Minister Rana
Gurjit Singh’s son Rana Inder
Partap Singh, among others.

A day after Congress’ four-
time legislator from Samrala
Amrik Singh Dhillon filed his
nomination papers as an inde-
pendent, Channi’s brother Dr
Manohar Singh on Friday filed
his nomination from Bassi
Pathana Assembly seat as an
independent candidate against
the Congress nominee and sit-
ting MLA Gurpreet Singh GP.

Dr Manohar, who resigned
from the post of senior medical
officer at Kharar Civil Hospital,
was staking claims for ticket

from Bassi Pathana. “Several
prominent people of Bassi
Pathana area have asked me to
fight as an independent and I
will go by what they have said.
There is no chance of going
back and I will surely fight the
polls,” said Dr Manohar after
filing the nominations.

Kang, former MLA from
Kharar, also revolted against
the party and expressed
anguish over denial of party
ticket to him, while declaring
that his son Yadevinder Singh
Bunny Kang will contest as
independent candidate from
Kharar.

Continued on Page 11
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India on Friday entered the
niche defence export market

by inking a deal worth over 375
million dollars with the
Philippines for BrahMos super-
sonic cruise missile.  It is the
first big export contract by
India. The country hopes to
cross the five billion dollar
mark by 2025.

The Pioneer on January 14
had reported about the
Government-to-Government
deal between India and the
Philippines for the missile sys-
tem. While the Brahmos is a
joint venture between India
and Russia, the missile is
indigenously designed and
manufactured. The missile can
be launched from land, air, sea
and submarines.

Announcing the deal,

Defence Ministry officials said
here on Friday that BrahMos
Aerospace Private Limited
(BAPL) signed a contract with
the Department of National
Defence of the Republic of the
Philippines for supply of shore-
based anti-ship missile sys-
tem.  The contract is an impor-
tant step forward for India’s
policy of promoting responsi-
ble Defence exports.

Though the Government
did not specify the number of
missiles to be supplied to the
Philippines Navy, sources said
at least three batteries will be
sold. The signing ceremony
took place in Manila.

Moreover, the range of the
missile for export is about 300 

Continued on Page 11
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After Chinese researchers
said they have detected

new type of coronavirus
“NeoCov” among bats in South
Africa which can penetrate
human cells in the same way as
SARS-CoV-2, the WHO on
Friday said that its potential
needs further clarity.

Chinese researchers
weighed in on the mortality
rate stating that “one in every
three infected persons dies”,
highlighting the higher death
rate.

However, according to the
reports, the NeoCov virus is
not new. Associated with the
MERS-CoV virus, it was dis-
covered in outbreaks in West
Asian countries in 2012 and
2015 and is similar to the
SARS-CoV-2, which causes

coronavirus in humans.  It has
latent ability to mutate.

“It is only one mutation
away from becoming danger-
ous for humans,” researchers
said in a paper posted on
preprint website bioRxiv, and
not peer-reviewed yet. 

However, according to the
WHO, the question of 
whether the NeoCov coron-
avirus, recently discovered in
bats in South Africa, poses a
threat to humans requires fur-
ther study.

“Whether the virus detect-
ed in the study will pose a risk
for humans will require further
study,” said the health body.

The WHO added that it
“works closely” with the World
Organisation for Animal
Health (OIE), the Food and
Agriculture Organisation
(FAO) and the UN
Environment Program
(UNEP) in order to “monitor
and respond to the threat of
emerging zoonotic viruses.”

Continued on Page 11

���	����������	��������	����
��	�����	�����	�������	 !"

��	�� 7;8�:;6"&

Following demands from
various quarters, particu-

larly parents, the Union Health
Ministry is working on options
for opening schools with Covid
appropriate norms and may
soon issue an advisory to States
in this regard.

“The Government is work-
ing on some model to open the
schools due to increasing
demands by parents. The
Ministry has already asked its
expert team to look into all the
options for opening schools,”
sources in the Ministry said.

There has been increased
pressure on the Government
from parents and schools to
reopen education facilities as
the number of Covid-19 cases
in India is on the decline.

Some States and Union
Territories have already
announced the reopening of
schools for Classes 10 to 12
with the condition that stu-
dents between the age group 15
to 18 can attend offline classes
only if they had had at least one
dose of vaccination. All staff
and students above 18 must be
vaccinated with both doses.
Various global agencies like
UNICEF and World Bank too
have called upon the
Governments to take steps in
this direction.

Continued on Page 11
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Aday after the Tata Group
took over Air India from

the Government, passengers on
Air India flights on Friday
were addressed with a special
welcome audio announcement.

Pilots on all Air India
flights greeted passengers with
the line “Welcome to the future
of Air India” on January 28.

In an order, the opera-
tions department told the air-
line’s pilots to make a specific
announcement after door clo-
sure on every flight departing
on Friday.

“Dear Guests, This is your
Captain (Name)
speaking...Welcome aboard this
historic flight, which marks a

special event. Today, Air India
officially becomes a part of the
Tata Group again, after seven
decades. We look forward to
serving you on this and every
Air India flight with renewed
commitment and passion.
Welcome to the future of Air
India! We hope you enjoy the
journey,” is the special welcome
announcement for passengers.

Continued on Page 11
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Terming as “undemocratic”
and “irrational”, Supreme

Court on Friday quashed the
suspension of 12 BJP MLAs by
the Maharashtra Assembly.

In a landmark Judgment,
the bench headed by Justice
AM Khanwilkar said that sus-
pending a Member of the
House or Legislative Assembly
beyond the remainder period
of ongoing session would
impact the democratic setup as
a whole by permitting the thin
majority or coalition
Government to manipulate the
numbers of the Opposition
party in an undemocratic
manner. 

In its judgment delivered
on the pleas filed by 12 BJP
MLAs who had challenged

their one-year suspension from
Maharashtra Legislative
Assembly for allegedly misbe-
having with the presiding offi-
cer, the bench comprising
Justices Dinesh Maheshwari
and CT Ravikumar observed
that one-year suspension is
“worse than” expulsion, dis-
qualification or resignation. 

“In conclusion, we have no
hesitation in allowing these
writ petitions and to declare
that the impugned resolution
directing suspension of the
petitioners beyond the period
of the remainder of the con-
cerned Monsoon session held
in July 2021 is non est in the
eyes of law, nullity, unconsti-
tutional, substantively illegal
and irrational,” said the 
bench. 

Continued on Page 11
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New Delhi: The Government
has appointed Venkatraman
Anantha Nageswaran as the
next Chief Economic Adviser.
Nageswaran assumed charge of
his new role in the Finance
Ministry on Friday, as per an
official statement. 

Nageswaran was till recent-
ly the Dean of the IFMR
Graduate School of Business
and a distinguished Visiting
Professor of Economics at Krea
University. He was also a part-
time member of the Economic
Advisory Council to the Prime
Minister of India from 2019 to
2021. Agencies
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Bengaluru: Former Karnataka
Chief Minister B S Yediyurappa’s
granddaughter Dr Soundarya V
Y was found hanging at her city
residence here on Friday, with
the police suspecting it to be a
case of suicide.

Soundarya, daughter of the
BJP leader’s second daughter
Padmavathi, was married to Dr
Neeraj S, who works in the
same hospital where she is
employed, in 2018, police said.

On Friday morning, Neeraj
left for duty while she was
home at their Vasant Nagar res-
idence here.

The matter came to light
when the maid came to the
house and knocked on the
door repeatedly but in vain. She
informed Dr Neeraj, who too
called on his wife’s phone but
there was no response

Continued on Page 11
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Seeking to counter the
Bharatiya Janata Party’s
aggressive campaign over

2013 Muzaffarnagar communal
riots and migration of Hindus
from Kairana area, Samajwadi
Party chief Akhilesh Yadav
accused the saffron party of
pursuing negative politics and
trying to exploit the communal
fault lines in Muzaffarnagar for
meeting narrow political ends.

Countering the charge of
migration of Hindus from
Kairana during Samajwadi
Party government in 2013,
Akhilesh said, “This election
will witness the political migra-
tion of the BJP from UP poli-
tics. Baba Mukhya Mantri ka
palayaan ho gaya hai. Yogi
Adityanath wanted to contest
from Ayodhya and Mathura
but the BJP packed him back to
Gorakhpur.’’

SP chief Akhilesh Yadav
and Rashtriya Lok Dal presi-
dent Jayant Chaudhary held a
joint press conference in
Muzaffarnagar on Friday and
launched scathing attacks on
the BJP ahead of the crucial UP
assembly elections.

“Many people are raising
questions if we are together. We
would like to tell them that we
are together and stronger. Only
one leader has vision and expe-
rience and that is Akhilesh
Yadav,” said RLD chief Jayant

Chaudhary during the press
conference.

Seeking to dispel the
impression of being pro-
Muslim alliance, Akhilesh said,
“We both are sons of farmers.
We have taken the pledge to
fight for farmers till the end.
The Samajwadi Party and
Rashtriya Lok Dal alliance will
win a majority in the upcom-
ing elections in the state. I
always carry a packet in my
pocket — ‘laal topi and ‘laal
potli’. I carry an ‘ann sankalp’ to
defeat the BJP and make them
run away.”

Attacking the BJP, Akhilesh
said that it was time to end neg-
ative politics as the saffron
party did not fulfill a single pre-
2017 poll promise.

This was the first joint
press conference of SP and
RLD after the announcement
of the UP assembly elections

and came after Union Home
Minister Amit Shah extended
an invitation to Jayant
Chaudhary to quit the alliance
and join the BJP.

On Wednesday, Shah,
while talking to Jat leaders, had
said that the ideology of both
the BJP and RLD and the com-
munity were the same as both
kept national interests first and
had been fighting against
“invaders”.

The meeting held at the
residence of BJP MP Parvesh
Verma was also attended by
BJP’s prominent Jat leaders,
including Union Minister
Sanjeev Balyan, an MP from
Muzaffarnagar in west UP.

Meanwhile on Friday,
Akhilesh Yadav alleged that he
was stranded in Delhi airport
as his helicopter was not being
allowed to take off for
Muzaffarnagar.
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NOTICE

I No. JC-522299A Sub Khem
Singh S/o Sh Dharmu, Vill-
Nowngrown PO Chail Chowk
Teh. Chachyot Distt Mandi
(HP) declare to correct my
daughter's name from Debia
Thakur to Divya Thakur in my
Army record.

NOTICE

I Kamlesh Yadav wife of No-
15140956 A Rank HAV Name
Darshan Kumar Unit-198 Field
Regiment R/o-628F/128A, Tika
Purwa ,C Block Indra Nagar
Lucknow Declear that in my
husband service Record my
D.O.B. wrongly mentioned
03/06/1980,While my Correct
D.O.B.23/01/1981, in all future
purposse

NOTICE

“Smt. Mala Awasthi W/o Sri
Shashi Awasthi is owner of the
Bhawan No.-01/LIG Block -N,
Yojana-Tataya TopeNagar
Kanpur which Area 50.00
Sq.Mtr., of Original Allotment
letter which No.- NiL dated
25/11/1999 have missed on the
way, which use the above
Document will be illegal.”

NOTICE

No. 2717020H GDR VIVEK
SINGH VILL & PO-JAITWARA,
DISTT-SATNA (M.P.). I declare
that my brother name & DOB
is wrongly entered my service
record as shivendar singh 15-
05-2002 His correct name is
SHIVENDRA SINGH & DOB
15-10-2002 as per adhaar
card. All concern not it infuture.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE

I Have Lost my original
Allotment letter issued by Awas
vikas House no 3D-304 Yojna
no 2 Latter no 1527 Date
26/03/2010 Afroz jahan w/o
Jameel Ahmad Residence 6B
Maletry Camp Railway Colony
Juhi Kanpur 8858152140

I Dahari Chouhan, 46 yeas (Army No.
14621920Y Rank Havildar retired), S/o
Sahdev Chouhan, Village-Masua
(Matahi), Post- Bhagwat,  District -
Azamgarh, Uttar Pradesh declares that
my village name is wrongly recorded as
mathali. And wife name as Sheela
Chouchan, Sheela. Her correct name
is Sheela devi and Village correct name
is Masua (Matahi). Sheela Chouhan,
Sheela. and Sheela Devi, Village
Mathali, Masua( Mathai) are same and
Identical person vide affidavit sworn
before notary public Azamgarh, Uttar
Pradesh.
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NOTICE

I Army No. 15412142K Rank-
Hav Name Prakash Kumar Pati
Unit-1 MT BN AMC Center &
College C/o 56 APO Pin Code-
900450. In My Service Record
my Wife Archana Pati date of
birth has been wrongly men-
tioned as 3 Feb 1991. Kindly
mention the right Date of birth
31 May 1991 which is men-
tioned on my wife's adhar card. 

NOTICE

I have changed my name from
Unnati Gupta to Unnati
Shankar  D/o Ravi Shankar
Gupta, Flat No. T4/6E, Rudra
Greens Apartment, Bithoor
road, Kalyanpur, Kanpur
Nagar.

NOTICE

I have changed my name from
Sumit Kumar to Sumit Kumar
Kanoujiya. In future I shall be
known as Sumit Kumar
Kanoujiya S/o Manoj Kumar
Kanoujiya, 65/58, Moti Mohal,
Kanpur.
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Former Congress MP and ex-UP
Congress chief Raj Babbar is likely to

return to Samajwadi Party ahead of the
Uttar Pradesh assembly elections.

Interestingly, on Monday, he was
named as one of the 30 star campaigners
of Congress for the first phase of the UP
polls. Sources said that Raj Babbar was in
touch with SP chief Akhilesh Yadav and
could quit the Congress soon.

A former cine star and native of Agra,
Raj Babbar began his political journey from
Janata Dal in 1989 before switching alle-
giance to Samajwadi Party and was elect-
ed to Rajya Sabha in 1994. In the 1999 gen-
eral elections, Babbar was elected from
Agra constituency to Lok Sabha and
retained this seat in 2004 Lok Sabha polls
as well. However, he was suspended from
the SP for his outbursts against the party
in February 2006. On October 5, 2008, he
formally joined Congress at a massive rally
in Agra.

In the by-election to Firozabad Lok
Sabha seat in November 2009, Babbar
emerged victorious on a Congress ticket.
However, he suffered a setback by losing to
the Bharatiya Janata Party candidate in the
2014 and 2019 Lok Sabha elections from
Ghaziabad and Fatehpur Sikri, respective-
ly. In the meantime, Raj Babbar was a mem-
ber of the Rajya Sabha from March 2015
to November 2020. Most importantly, he
served as Uttar Pradesh Congress
Committee president from 2016 to 2019.

For the past several months, Akhilesh

Yadav has embarked on a state-wide tour
as a part of his "Samajwadi Vijay Yatra" in
a bid to stage a comeback in the state’s
realpolitik. Buoyed by the overwhelming
public support during his poll campaign,
he has been claiming that the SP would win
400 seats in the 2022 assembly polls.
While the former chief minister has ruled
out any alliance with the Congress and
Bahujan Samaj Party, the SP forged alliance
with smaller outfits like Pragatisheel
Samajwadi Party (Lohia) of Shivpal Singh
Yadav, Mahan Dal, OP Rajbhar's Suheldev
Bhartiya Samaj Party, Rashtriya Lok Dal
and the Apna Dal faction led by Krishna
Patel.
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Aiming to keep her Dalit
vote bank intact, Bahujan

Samaj Party president
Mayawati on Friday fielded
Dalit candidates against
Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh
Yadav and his uncle,
Pragatisheel Samajwadi Party
Lohia (PSPL) chief Shivpal
Singh Yadav.

As per the list released by
the BSP, Kuldeep Narayan will
contest against Akhilesh Yadav
from Karhal seat of Mainpuri
while Brajendra Pratap Singh
has been pitted against Shivpal
Singh Yadav from Jaswantnagar
assembly seat in Etawah. Both
Karhal and Jaswantnagar are
unreserved seats and consid-
ered the stronghold of
Samajwadi Party. The SP has
been winning Karhal and
Jaswantnagar seats since the
1993 assembly polls.

A BSP leader said,
"Narayan and Singh will be
contesting the assembly elec-
tions for the first time. Both
belong to the Jatav communi-
ty and have been working for
the party at the grassroots
level, strengthening the support
base in Mainpuri and Etawah.
BSP chief Mayawati decided to
field Kuldeep Narayan and
Brajendra Pratap Singh against
the political heavyweights in
order to send out a strong mes-
sage to the party cadre that
committed workers would be
given preference in the assem-
bly elections. The BSP hopes to
mobilise the younger party

cadre at a time when most
senior leaders have deserted the
party.” On Thursday, Mayawati
released the BSP list of 53 can-
didates for the third phase of
UP assembly elections where
polling will be held on
February 20 in 59 assembly
constituencies across 11 dis-
tricts. Among these districts
Mainpuri, Etawah, Firozabad,
Etah, Hathras, Kasganj,

Kannauj, Farrukhabad and
Aurraiya are pocket boroughs
of the Samajwadi Party.

Of the 53 candidates, 18
belong to the Other Backward
Classes (OBCs), 17 are Dalits,
15 are from the upper castes
and three are Muslims. The 11
districts (in which third phase
assembly election will be held)
have a large backward and
Dalit population. Keeping caste

equations in mind, the BSP
chief has fielded maximum
candidates from both com-
munities. Under the social
engineering formula, Brahmin
and Rajput candidates have
also been fielded in upper
castes majority seats.

Mayawati will launch the
BSP election campaign by
addressing a public meeting
from Agra on February 2.

Lucknow (PNS): Bahujan
Samaj Party chief Mayawati
accused the Bharatiya Janata
Party and Samajwadi Party of
colluding to give a communal
and casteist colour to the UP
assembly elections.

In a tweet, Mayawati also
cautioned the people against
these designs citing media
reports mostly highlighting
communal and casteist
hatred promoted by these two
parties.

"The way religion and
caste politics dominate the
UP assembly elections, and the
media is also full of such
news, it seems that all this is
happening as the SP and the
BJP are colluding to give the
elections the colour of hatred
on Hindu-Muslim and casteist
lines. People need to remain
alert," the former chief minis-
ter of UP tweeted.

Earlier too, the BSP chief
had slammed the BJP, saying
that the party was trying to
capitalise on the development
works done by the BSP gov-
ernment in the past.

In a recent tweet,
Mayawati posted, "Under the
BSP government in UP, about
two and a half lakh poor fam-
ilies were provided with basic
amenities and preparations
were underway for about 15-

20 lakh houses, but due to the
change in government, that
work remained incomplete,
which the BJP is trying to cap-
italise on. What did they do on
their own?"

"Fear, corruption, discrim-
ination, and insecurity of life
and property, poor law and
order in UP, unemployment,
and migration of lakhs are the
biggest problems of this state,"
she said in another tweet.
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In a sensational broad day-
light firing in Hathras, a

woman was killed while her
husband sustained critical bul-
let injuries after they were
allegedly attacked by unknown
assailants on Friday.

According to Hathras DSP
Ruchi Gupta, the husband and
wife were returning home from
a temple when they were
attacked. While the woman
died on the spot the husband
sustained serious injuries.

The incident took place
near the Ganga Dham Colony
located at Khonda Hazari of the
Sadar Kotwali area in the city
and triggered chaos. 

The couple's relatives
alleged that the woman and her
husband were attacked as
they were asking some
people to return the money
they had given in exchange for
land.

The man and his wife were
rushed to the district hospital
where doctors declared the
woman dead. The man was
referred to Aligarh Medical
College hospital.

"Police reached the dis-
trict hospital soon after. A spe-
cial team has initiated an inves-
tigation and launched a search
operation for the assailants", the
DSP said.
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Even as the Samajwadi Party
struggles to portray itself as a

party pursuing inclusive politics,
with the release of the list of 56
candidates for the eastern UP, the
SP has affirmed that the party
continues to rely on regional
heavyweights across the board
from the Other Backward Class
communities.

The party has accommodat-
ed the upper caste Brahmins,
many of them Bahujan Samaj
Party turncoats, in its latest list of
56 candidates for eastern Uttar
Pradesh.

At the centre of these efforts
are Azamgarh and Ambedkar
Nagar districts.

In Azamgarh, where the SP
won five out of 10 seats in 2017,
the party has retained four sitting
MLAs, Alam Badi, Sangram
Yadav, Nafees Ahmad and Durga
Prasad Yadav. Three other candi-
dates from the district are former
Lok Sabha MP and Yadav strong-
man Ramakant Yadav, who is con-
testing from Phulpur Powai;
Kamlakant Rajbhar, son of former
BSP leader and ex-speaker of UP
Assembly late Sukhdev Rajbhar,
from Didarganj; and Bechai Saroj,
former MLA who has been
repeated for Lalganj. Candidates
for three other seats are yet to be
announced.

In the neighbouring
Ambedkar Nagar, a traditional
Bahujan Samaj Party bastion, the
SP has an equally solid line-up of
candidates. Senior OBC leaders
and sitting MLAs Lalji Verma in
Katehari and Ram Achal Rajbhar
in Akbarpur; senior Jatav leader
and former MP Tribhuvan Dutt in
Alapur and Rakesh Pandey, father
of BSP MP Ritesh Pandey, from
Jalalpur.

Verma, Rajbhar and
Tribhuvan Dutt had a long asso-
ciation with the BSP before they
switched to the SP. Rakesh
Pandey’s son Ritesh was the MLA
from Jalalpur before he contested
the 2019 Lok Sabha poll and
became an MP. The senior Pandey
is also a former MP and a promi-
nent Brahmin face in the region.

In Mau district, SP has field-
ed Dara Singh Chauhan, from
Ghosi assembly seat. He quit as a
cabinet minister recently. Dara
Singh Chauhan, a BSP leader, had
switched to the Bahujan Samaj
Party in 2017 and contested from
Madhuban, before moving to the
SP recently.

In Gorakhpur, the bastion of
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath,
the SP has named candidates on
seven seats. These include Vinay
Shankar Tiwari, the sitting BSP
MLA from Chillupar and son of
Brahmin strongman Hari Shankar
Tiwari, who is often considered a

challenger to Adityanath. The SP
is, however, yet to name a candi-
date to take on Yogi Adityanath in
Gorakhpur Sadar.

The SP’s fresh list also
includes Kajal Nishad, the
Bhojpuri actress, who will contest
from Campierganj in Gorakhpur
while Amrendra Nishad, the son
of Nishad stalwart Jamuna Prasad
Nishad, has been fielded again
from Pipraich in the same district.

Former UP Assembly speak-
er Mata Prasad Pandey will con-
test from Itwa in Siddharthnagar,
while another Brahmin leader
Brahma Shankar Tripathi will
contest from Pathardeva in
Deoria. Both are expected to take
on incumbent ministers in the UP
government.

Former MP Daud Ahmad
(Mohammadi in Lakhimpur
Kheri), former BSP MLA Puja Pal
(Chail in Kaushambi), sitting BSP
MLA from Prayagraj Murtaza
Siddiqui, Rakesh Verma (Kursi in
Barabanki), the son of senior
Kurmi leader Beni Prasad Verma
who died last year, former MP
Tufani Saroj (Kerakat in Jaunpur)
and Yadav heavyweights
Shailendra Yadav Lalai (Shahganj)
and Ramgovind Chaudhary
(Ballia), the leader of the opposi-
tion also figure in the latest list.
Former minister Om Prakash
Singh will contest from Zamania
in Ghazipur.
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Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath said
that Bharatiya Janata Party was

necessary for the state’s development
as with its farsightedness, the party
had brought positive changes which
had enabled Uttar Pradesh to regain
its glory.

Addressing a ‘Prabhaavi Matdata
Samwad’ (Effective Voter Dialogue)
in Hastinapur (Meerut), Yogi
Adityanath lashed out at the previous
state governments headed by
Samajwadi Party and Bahujan
Samajwadi Party over a host of issues,
including law and order.

“The first decision we took was to
work with the policy of ‘zero-toler-
ance’ towards crimes and criminals.
We guaranteed development, growth
and welfare of all. When the SP came
to power in 2012, the first decision it
took was to drop cases against terror-
ists,” Yogi said.

The chief minister said that the SP
provided shelter to the mafia, and it
incited a series of riots in Kosi Kalan,
Bulandshahr and Meerut. “The state
had witnessed mafia rule and open
extortion during the previous govern-
ments but the situation had changed
over the last five years,” he said.

The chief minister while high-
lighting the achievements of his gov-
ernment said, “Those who cannot
stand up for you during a crisis and

do not possess good and positive
intent can never work for the welfare
of all. The ones who did not provide
electricity, will they give it for free?
What do you expect from those who
themselves had become a threat to
safety? Those who saved rioters and
goons, will they be able to establish a
riot-free state? They will continue to
support the enemies of the nation for
their own benefit.”

Furthermore, he said that the
implementation of Central and state
government schemes had benefited
women in Uttar Pradesh, adding
that the previous governments did not
even think about the welfare of
women, implementing the schemes
was a far-fetched idea.

“BJP is necessary for the develop-
ment of the state,” Yogi said.

Yogi said that the leaders who

were nowhere to be seen during the
coronavirus crisis and who went into
home-isolation, were now visiting
places and asking for votes.

During their (SP) regime, there
was no COVID-19, but they imposed
curfews. We imposed only night cur-
few during the third wave... we are
giving free vaccines, free tests, and
treatment to all without any discrim-
ination without any appeasement,”

Yogi Adityanath said.
Criticising the previous govern-

ments for indulging in corruption,
Yogi Adityanath said that the sugar
mills failed to function during previ-
ous governments because of extortion. 

He said in the last five years, more
than Rs 1.56 lakh crore had been paid
to sugarcane farmers. He said the pay-
ment in the current season was also
being made within 12 to 16 days. Our
government has done more for the
farmers than what was done in the last
14 years, he added.

Yogi also trained guns at the
Congress along with the Samajwadi
Party and the Bahujan Samaj Party
over discrimination during their rule
and said, “Their thought process is
divisive and destructive while we
believe in nationalism and inclusion
of all communities. They promise to
give free electricity. One should ask
them what they did when they were
in power. In those days, there was no
electricity.”

The chief also inspected Lala
Lajpat Rai Medical College and
instructed the officials for effective
management of COVID-19. He said
that an adequate number of oxygen
plants had been installed in every dis-
trict. He said over 551 oxygen plants
had been made functional in the state
and in Meerut, about 29 oxygen
plants were installed, out of which 28
were functional.
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Lucknow (PNS): Altogether
794 candidates are in the fray for
55 assembly seats going to polls
in the second phase of assembly
elections in Uttar Pradesh where
polling is scheduled on February
14. On the last day of nominations
on Friday, 382 candidates filed
their papers, the Election
Commission of India sources
here on Friday said.

Bareilly cantonment saw the
highest number of 23 candidates
filing their papers followed by 22
each in Bilsi and Shahjahanpur
and 21 in Katra assembly con-
stituencies. There are seven can-
didates in Milak and eight each in
Barhapur and Rampur assembly
seats. The lowest number of can-
didates are in Baraut and Baldev
assembly seats where six each
have filed their papers.
Meanwhile, in the third phase of
nominations in 59 seats where
polling is scheduled on February
20, 98 papers have been filed till
Friday with 56nominations sub-
mitted on Friday. February 1, is
the last day for filling nominations
for the third phase polls. In the
fourth phase nominations for 60
seats, where polling will be held
on February 23, 35 papers have
been filed so far with 21 filed on
Friday. February 3 is the last date
for filing nominations for phase
four.
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The Election Commission of
India has issued the poll sched-
ule for election to 36 seats of UP
Legislative Council from 35 local
body constituencies.

The term of the members of
Legislative Council elected from
the local body constituency is
ending on March 7 next. The UP
Legislative Council, the upper
house of the UP Legislature, has
100 members. The notification of
election will be issued on
February 4 and the last date of fil-
ing nomination is February 11.
The scrutiny of papers will be
held on February 14 and the last
date of withdrawal is Feb 16.
The polling will be held on
March 3 and counting of votes
will be held on March 12. 
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Former chief minister of
Maharashtra and senior

Congress leader Prithviraj
Chavan accused the Bharatiya
Janata Party of betraying ex-ser-
vicemen and alleged that the
ruling party sought votes in the
name of army's bravery but
infringed soldiers' rights every
day. Releasing Congress party's
‘White Paper’ over the issue
ahead of the UP assembly polls
in Lucknow on Friday, Chavan
alleged that the BJP cheated ex-
servicemen over ‘One Rank,
One Pension’ scheme, failed to
fill vacant army posts and took
away facilities.

“On one hand, the
Narendra Modi government
and the BJP used the army’s val-
our to fulfill their political
interests, and on the other,
they attacked the interests of the
army officers and personnel.
They cheated them in the name
of ‘One Rank, One Pension’,
besides not filling vacant army
posts, took away basic facilities
of the armed forces’ personnel,
willfully ignoring anomalies,
discriminating the army against
civilian employees, hurting the
rehabilitation and employment
of ex-servicemen and weaken-
ing military power. All these are
glaring examples of the Modi
government’s conspiracy to
destroy the morale of the army,”
the senior Congress leader
asserted while addressing
media persons at the UP
Congress Committee head-

quarters in Lucknow on Friday,
Chavan further said,

"Whenever we remember our
armed forces, we hold our
heads high with pride.
Whenever there is an attack on
the dignity of Mother India,
then the armed forces protect
the pride of the nation without
hesitating to make the supreme
sacrifice. But the Modi govern-
ment has compromised nation-
al security. Senior BJP leader
Murli Manohar Joshi said this
in a report of the parliamentary
standing committee on esti-
mates and said that the Modi
government was playing with
the national security of India.
The present government made
the biggest cut in the defence
budget in the last 60 years.”

The Congress leader point-
ed out, “What could be greater
proof of the insensitivity of the
Modi government that the day
Chief of Defence Staff General
Bipin Rawat and his wife died
in a tragic chopper crash, the
same day the BJP government
of Madhya Pradesh bulldozed
the tomb of his father-in-law.
One thing is clear from all this,
the BJP government at the
Centre collects votes in the
name of the bravery of the
army, but attacks the rights of
soldiers every day. Another
senior BJP leader, Major
General, BC Khanduri, while
heading the parliamentary
standing committee on defence,
said in his report that the Modi
government not only compro-
mised national security, but

also modernisation of the army.
On December 13, 2021, the
defence ministry informed
Parliament that 1,22,555 posts
were lying vacant in the three
Services, out of which about
10,000 posts were also of mili-
tary officers. The UPA-
Congress government gave
pension to ex-servicemen thrice
between 2004 and 2012, giving
them an additional financial
benefit of Rs 7,000 crore. But
after coming to power, Modi
went back on his promise. On
November 7, 2015, the Modi
government issued a new order
and completely took away ‘One
Rank, One Pension’ from 30-40
per cent of ex-army men.”

The former Chief Minister
said, “Soldiers of para-military
forces like CRPF, BSF, ITBP,
CISF, SSB, Coast Guard, etc.,
who sacrificed their lives in the
line of duty, were denied the sta-
tus of martyrs by the Modi gov-
ernment. As a result, neither
their family could get proper
compensation nor government
jobs. On November 23, 2012,
the Congress government,
marking all paramilitary forces
as ‘ex-Central Armed Police
Forces Personnel’, issued orders
to the Central and provincial
governments that all retired
personnel of CRPF, BSF, ITBP,
CISF, SSB, Coast Guard etc and
officers be given all facilities of
ex-servicemen of the three
armed forces. But the Modi
government at the Centre and
the provincial BJP governments
ignored it.”

Lucknow (PNS):
Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra’s
much publicised ̀ Ladki Hoon,
Lad Shakti Hoon’ campaign
received another setback when
ahead of the assembly elec-
tions, Congress candidate
from Shekhpur assembly seat
in Budaun, Farah Naeem,
accused district party presi-
dent Omkar Singh of misog-
ynist behaviour and discrim-
ination against Muslims.

The allegations were made
just a few hours after her
ticket was cancelled by the
party on Thursday. “Women
are not safe in the Budaun unit
of the party. The way I had to
fight to get a ticket… Omkar
Singh tried to stop me by
slinging mud on my character
and that of other women…He
is of the view that Muslim
women should not be given
tickets although Congress
wants the vote of every com-
munity,” Naeem told the
media persons.

She added, “Omkar Singh
did not leave any stone
unturned to create hurdles
for me… He tried to threaten
and intimidate me. If people
like Omkar Singh will remain
a part of this party, then, I will
not contest elections. At the
same time, I also resign as a

member of Congress.”
She also accused the dis-

trict party president of trying
to malign her image by
labelling her ‘too poor to con-
test elections’ and ‘character-
less.’ Naeem said, “I am
extremely hurt. But, I have
decided to fight it out since I
am a woman. I will continue
to do my service in spheres
where women continue to
feel unsafe and isolated.”

She emphasised, “I regret
that I served under the
Congress local chief. Omkar
Singh used derogatory words
against me..”

She, however, thanked
Priyanka Gandhi for giving
her the inner strength to speak
out about her ordeal. “As long
as people like Omkar Singh
are part of the Congress, I can-
not remain there. So, I take
back my election candidature
as well as party membership.
I am hurt,” Farah Naeem con-
cluded.

On Thursday, the central
election committee of the
Congress issued a press
release, highlighting the
removal of Farah Naeem as
the party’s official candidate
from Shekhpur constituency
in Budaun. The party replaced
her with another candidate
named Mamta Devi Prajapati.
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The decline in COVID-19 cases
continued for almost a week as

Uttar Pradesh reported 7,907 new
coronavirus infections in the last 24
hours while in the same period 14,993
people recovered from infection.

There were 65,263 active cases in
the state on Friday evening.

More than 98 per cent of these peo-
ple are recovering at home with minor
symptoms, said Additional Chief
Secretary (Information) Navneet Sehgal
here on Friday.

He said with more than 25.51
crore Covid vaccinations, over 98.89
per cent of the adult population had got
the first dose of the vaccine, while 67.52
per cent of the people had received both
doses.

"Before the first phase of assembly
elections, our target is to give the first
dose of vaccine to 100 per cent of the
people and second dose to 75 per cent
of the eligible citizens.  

In every case, it will be ensured that
not a single citizen is deprived of the
vaccine," he said.

Out of 1,40,40,000 adolescents in
the age group of 15-17, more than
87,33,000 i.e. 63 per cent, have got the

vaccine cover.  Similarly, according to
the target till January 31, 80 per cent of
the eligible people will also get a
booster dose. 

Meanwhile, 1,172 people tested
positive for coronavirus infection in the
city while 2,412 COVID-19 patients
recovered in Lucknow during the last
24 hours.

Giving this information on Friday,
Yogesh Raghuvanshi from the CMO
office said the new cases included 669
males and 503 females.

There was one COVID-19 death in
the city of a 72-year-old man who was
also suffering from diabetes at the Ram
Manohar Lohia Hospital. A 62-year-old
woman from Mahoba, who was also
suffering from heart disease, died at the
SGPGIMS.

Amongst those who tested positive,
149 were from Chinhat, 156 from
Alambagh, 198 from Aliganj, 121 from
Indiranagar, 83 from Silver Jubilee, 93
from Sarojininagar, 44 from NK Road,
89 from Red Cross area and 37 from
Tudiaganj. 

They included 97 travellers, 338
contacts, 245 patients f influenza-like
ilIllness, 41 pre-surgicals, six healthcare
workers and five admitted in the
Command Hospital.
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On Day 2 of the nominations on Friday,
four candidates -- an educationist, a

travel agent, a shoe shop owner and a social
activist -- filed their papers for the assem-
bly constituencies in Lucknow district.

Rajiv Bakshi from the Aam Aadmi Party
filed his nomination for the Lucknow West
constituency, Pratap Chandra from
Rashtriya Rashtrawadi Party filed his papers
for Sarojininagar seat, independent candi-
date Shyam Pal filed his papers for the
Lucknow Cantonment seat and Kanti
Pandey from the Rashtriya Rashtrawadi
Party from Lucknow West constituency.

Aam Aadmi Party’s 58-year-old Rajiv
Bakshi is former director of Colvin School
and runs three schools currently, including
two in Uttar Pradesh and one in
Uttarakhand. He switched over to the AAP
from Congress in 2020 .

Bakshi has filed his nomination for the
Lucknow West constituency. He complet-
ed his masters in education from Northern
State University, USA in 1999. His move-
able assets are worth Rs 27,05,617.76. The
current market value of his immovable
assets is Rs 56,31,65,000. His liabilities are
of Rs 1,55,708

Bakshi said that he was contesting the
elections for the first although he had been
wanting to fight the elections since 2007 but
the Congress, of which he was a member at
that time, did not give him a chance.

“I belong to an old family which has
been involved in the freedom movement
and the bug of contesting elections was
always there. I left the Congress because I
thought that there was no future there,” he
said.

Kanti Pandey, a social activist who is 45-
years-old filed her nominations for the
Lucknow West constituency as a candidate
of the Rashtriya Rashtrawadi Party. Her
moveable assets are worth Rs 2,33,750 and

of her spouse Rs 1,02,540. The current mar-
ket value of her assets is Rs 32,00,000. A
graduate from the Krishna Devi Degree
College in Lucknow, her liabilities are Rs
6,00,000.

Kanti said that she had done extensive
social work and had the support of the gen-
eral public and her family to fight for the
elections.

Pratap Chandra (52) from the Rashtriya
Rashtrawadi Party said that he filed nom-
inations for the Sarojininagar seat. Standing
for the elections for the first time, the pres-
ident of Rashtriya Rashtrawadi Party said
that he had been working for electoral
reforms since the last ten years.

His moveable assets are worth Rs
16,73,402 while those of his wife Rs 8,05,000.
The market value of his immovable assets
is Rs 2,85,00,000 and those of his wife Rs
44, 00,000. His total liabilities are Rs
1,10,66,280.

Pratap Chandra said, “I am fighting the
elections because I have been carrying out
a lot of work in the colonies of Sarojininagar
such as Kanshi Ram Colony regarding prob-
lems of electricity and water issues. I had no
intention for fighting the elections but the
voters would keep turning to me for their
problems. Hence I felt that if I have to carry
out the work then why not gain power and
do the work,” he said.

He admitted that he had no support
from his family including his wife and a
daughter but that he was mentally prepared

to fight because he had been solving prob-
lems of the people in this area.

Shayam Pal (32) who filed his papers as
an independent candidate for the Lucknow
Cantonment seat is standing for the elec-
tions for the first time. He said that twice
in the past, in the 2019 by-election and 2017
assembly election, he had tried to file his
nomination papers but was unable to do so.

His moveable property worth is Rs
1,73,320 and of his spouse Rs 1,60,922

Shyam Pal runs a small shop selling
shoes and slippers as well as undergarments
in Kannuati village of the Lucknow
Cantonment assembly constituency.

“I jumped into the political fray because
even after 73 years of getting independence,
70 per cent of the area in this constituency
is missing out on basic amenities. They have
not been able to construct a single water
tank and in my area people are getting water
through submersibles because of which the
ground water level is going down. But no
one bothers and hence finding no other way
out, I decided to stand for elections,” he said.
He said that all his announcements would
be for the welfare of the common man.

Meanwhile District Magistrate Abhishek
Prakash said that permissions for meetings,
transport and publicity would be given on
first come and first served basis and the per-
mission would be granted only to the can-
didate or his election agent.

He said for all the works related to pub-
licity, permission had to be taken from the

returning officers. The district election offi-
cer said that door-to-door campaigning
could be done with 10 people from 8 am to
8 pm. He added the 10 persons would not
include the security guards.

The district election officer said that
joint teams were visiting the sensitive
liquor shops and checking for any sales of
illegal liquor.
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Uttar Pradesh has already passed
the peak of the Omicron third

wave on January 21.
Giving this information, Sanjay

Gandhi Post-Graduate Institute of
Medical Sciences Director Prof RK
Dhiman said that on January 21,
Uttar Pradesh had approximately
18,500 fresh cases and now the
number had declined to 10,000-
11,000 fresh cases per day.

“Uttar Pradesh has already
passed the peak and if we look at the
numbers of the COVID-19 cases in
the country, it is likely that the third
wave in the country peaked two days
back but it cannot be stated definite-
ly,” he said.

When asked if there could be an
upsurge of cases in the coming days
in UP, Prof Dhiman said that it was
unlikely. “From January 21 to January
28 it is almost one week and the cases
are not likely to increase now.” he
said.

When asked that with a virus
which had such a high transmissibil-
ity, the peak had happened earlier
than predicted, Prof Dhiman said
that there could be a difference in
the predictions and what ultimately
happens, particularly when one
has a virus which is spreading very
fast.

“The virus is infecting more
and more people and a majority of
them have no symptoms or very mild
symptoms. Hence you may not know
and for every symptomatic patient
there may be 40-50 patients who are

not symptomatic. Therefore, the
right thing would be to conduct a
sero survey as was done post-Delta
wave and turned out to be 80-90 per
cent sero positive. Since immunity
comes down after three month hence
a sero survey can best show now how
much sero positivity prevails,” he
said.

When asked that it is stated that
post Omicron infection a patient
does not develop immunity because
it is a common cold virus and com-
mon colds can recur, he said that this
was not true.

“This is an RNA virus and all
RNA viruses are unstable in nature
and mutate. When mutation occurs
then a mutant virus develops which
can be a virus of concern which
means that it can be highly transmis-
sible, causing severe disease or need-
ing hospitalisation. We have had so
many variants in the past, the most
important being those of Alpha,
Delta and now Omicron and all the
other variants which had come did
not have much of an impact. It is
incorrect to say that Omicron is not
creating immunity because as a
virus is an antigen it will create anti-
bodies and develop immunity,” he
said.

Regarding the buzz about a new
variant of Omicron, Prof Dhiman
said that this had not been proved
and the only thing which could be
said was that Omicron was replacing
Delta which means that a milder dis-
ease was replacing the more severe
disease.

“One more important thing is

that in Uttar Pradesh, Omicron has
already passed the peak and by
February 15 it will likely be over with
very less infection likely to be preva-
lent,” he added.

Talking about the scenario post
the ebbing of the wave, he said that
Omicron could be the beginning of
the end of the pandemic.

“The variants may keep coming
but they will remain endemic. Just as
we have seen in the case of influen-
za, in which every year the strain of
the virus changes and a new vaccine
comes and those elderlies who are at
risk get themselves vaccinated. It
could be a similar case and in
COVID-19 too new variants would
keep coming and people at risk
would get vaccinated. That possibil-
ity cannot be avoided,” he said.

On how a patient can come to
know that he has been infected by
Delta or Omicron variant of novel
coronavirus, Prof Dhiman said,
“Since Omicron has a higher trans-
missibility it will replace Delta and
in a community there would be 90
per cent cases of Omicron and 10 per
cent of Delta. But the only way to
know whether a patient has Omicron
or Delta would be through genome
sequencing,” he said.

On chances of re-infection with
Omicron, he said that it could not be
avoided and any person could have
reinfection with a new variant. 

“A person has a 30-40 per cent
chance of having a reinfection with
a new variant but it would not be
severe and would not lead to mor-
tality,” he said.
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Lucknow will have one pollution-free
polling centre in the assembly polls --

one of its kind in the state.
Giving this information, an official

from the district election office said that
they were still working on this centre and
finalising where it would be set up.

“This polling centre will have solar
electricity supply and will have battery
operated vehicles. It is the brainchild of
District Election Officer Abhishek
Prakash,” he said.

When asked whether there were any
directions from the Election Commission
of India in this regard, he said that it was
an innovative idea put forth by the district
election officer. The official said that they
also planned 41 booths which would be
manned only by women.  “There are 4,018
polling booths in the district out of which
one per cent will have all women staff. We
are still in the planning process,” he said.

For the physically challenged, the
official said that they were planning
booths where all kinds of facilities would
be available along with staff to facilitate
such voters.
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The Uttar Pradesh state
office of CII along with

global not-for-profit Wadhwani
Foundation, the financial and
outsourced service provider,
Finance Crafter Enterprises
and the online exchange for
Trade Receivables Discounting
System “TReDS”, M1Xchange
have joined hands to help the
small and medium enterprises
(SMEs) of Uttar Pradesh
towards making informed deci-
sions regarding their business
growth and how to navigate the
volatile pandemic times
through a workshop titled,
‘Upgrading and upscaling
SMEs in UP’.

It is well known that 65 mil-
lion MSMEs with a 110 million
workforce, make 33 per cent
contribution to the gross
domestic product (GDP) and
50 per cent to exports and are
the growth engine of the Indian
economy, with Uttar Pradesh
having the highest shares of
SMEs. However, 95 per cent of
the SMEs continue to remain in
the unorganised category and
the need of the hour is to
make MSMEs more resilient,
self-reliant and less vulnerable.

Against this backdrop, the
workshop on ‘Upgrading and
upscaling SMEs of Uttar
Pradesh’ on Friday brought
together important stakehold-
ers of the MSME ecosystem on

a common platform to brain-
storm and share views on the
key issues being faced by Indian
MSMEs as also to evolve a
roadmap for their sustenance
and help them become global-
ly competitive.

There were focused delib-
erations on SME revenue
growth, financial solutions and
smart finance. The highlight of
the workshop was a live 30-
minute diagnosis of partici-
pating businesses through the
Wadhwani Advantage
Discovery Tool.

Kiron Chopra, convener,
CII-MSME UP State Panel and
chairman and managing direc-
tor of Chopra Retech Rubber
Products Pvt Ltd. said, “It is
ironic that MSMEs, the biggest
job and wealth creators, get the
least attention, handholding
and policy support to perform
to their full potential. This
must change. This dialogue,
therefore, assumes importance
as the growth of MSME’s can
transform the economic land-
scape of India and help its
aspiration of becoming a $5tril-
lion economy.”

Through this partnership,
the Wadhwani Advantage pro-
gramme trained SMEs to diag-
nose their business problems
and empower them with all-
round capabilities for sustain-
able growth through tools, con-
tent and connections on their
technology platform, ‘Genie’.
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Chairman of Sunbeam
Group of Education Dr

Deepak Madhok and Director
Bharti Madhok extended their
congratulations to Shivangi
Singh, a student of Sunbeam
College for Women
Bhagwanpur who got an
opportunity to participate in
the Republic Day parade as a
part of IAF tableau at Rajpath,
New Delhi on the occasion of
Republic Day. 

It may be mentioned here
that Shivangi Singh did her BSc
from Sunbeam College for
Women, Bhagwanpur in
Varanasi during academic ses-
sion from 2013-2016. She had
taken pilot training by being a
part of degree and also did pilot
training by being a part of 7 UP
wing in NCC Cadet Core of
college affiliated to BHU.

She was an outstanding
cadet of NCC in Sunbeam
College Bhagwanpur unit of
Air Force. 

On the occasion of the
Republic Day, Shivangi partic-
ipated in the Republic Day
parade as a part of the Air
Force’s tableau titled ‘Indian Air
Force, Change for the Future’ at
Rajpath in New Delhi and
gave an opportunity not only to
her college but also to the city
to feel proud. She is the second
woman fighter pilot to be a part
of the Air Force tableau. Last
year, Flight Lieutenant
Bhawana Kanth was the first
woman fighter pilot of the

country to be a part of the Air
Force tableau.

Flight Lieutenant Shivangi
Singh joined the Indian Air
Force in 2017 after taking NCC
training during her college
days.  

The first consignment of
Rafale arrived in India in 2020
and it was landed at Ambala air
base.  Shivangi was inducted as
the first woman Flight
Lieutenant in the squadron
Golden Arrow of fighter air-
craft Rafale. She is now part of
Rafale’s first squadron after
qualifying technical training.

She had also represented
the Uttar Pradesh team during
the Republic Day parade in
Delhi in 2013.  Shivangi has
flown in MiG-21 and she has
also been posted at the airbase
on the Pakistan border in
Rajasthan.

She had made history in

2017 itself, when she had joined
five women pilots to fly fight-
er planes in the Indian Air
Force.

On her achievement to be
part of the Air Force’s tableau
on Republic Day parade, the
Chairman of Sunbeam Group
of Education Dr Deepak
Madhok and Director Bharti
Madhok congratulated her and
also to her parents and lauded
the college’s dedication to
women empowerment. 

ONE COVID DEATH
REPORTED: One death from
novel coronavirus was report-
ed in Varanasi on Friday.
While, the active cases were
reported as 2417.

As per data made available
by the Health department on
Friday evening, one death was
reported from deadly novel
coronavirus. Besides, a total of
287 were tested positive

(5.30%) taking the tally to
10671.

At the same time, a total of
531 (77.28%) patients recov-
ered from home isolation as
well as Covid hospitals increas-
ing the figure of cured patients
to 8247. The active cases were
reported as 2417. 

NOTICE ISSUED TO
CONG CITY PRESIDENT:
The district administration has
issued a notice to city president
of Indian National Congress
Raghvendra Chaubey for the
violation of election code of
conduct and sought clarifica-
tion from him within 48 hours.
If he failed in giving clarifica-
tion within the stipulated time,
legal action will be ascertained
by making into cognisance of
the Election Commission, the
notice stated. 

During the vehicle check-
ing around 5.30 pm on
Thursday last, the SST team
recovered election materials
of party of the Congress Party
such as 2000 pamphlets with
photos of party president Sonia
Gandhi, former party president
Rahul Gandhi and party UP
In-charge Priyanka Gandhi
from Tata Safari (No-UP-65-
CV0/0022) being driven by
Sanjay Prajapati, a resident of
Khochwa village under
Mirzamurad police station. On
the recovered pamphlets there
was no name of publisher/
printer which comes
under the violation of section
127(A) of election code of
conduct. 
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Samajwadi Party (SP), taking
a lead by announcing the

names of at least one-third can-
didates out of 102 assembly
constituencies of 17 districts in
Purvanchal (eastern UP), has
shown its seriousness in this
region where in 2017 the party
had received a big blow, though
this biggest region out of six in
the state had played a key role
helping the party come to the
power with a thumping major-
ity in 2012. In the last elections,
there were several seats in this
region where the party had
changed its candidates twice or
thrice creating not only a lot of
confusion among the party
workers but also increasing
infighting among the party
folds which was one of the
main factors for the debacle of
the party.

However, this time the
party has not waited long like
its rivals in declaring the names
of 35 candidates out of 102
seats showing its full confi-
dence in the strengths of the
party's faithful and experi-
enced leaders who remained
with  the SP even during the
difficult phases, especially
when many were quitting the
party. Most of the other parties
including ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), which vir-
tually ruled head and shoulders
above the rest winning 69 seats
apart from five by Apna Dal

(Sonelal) and four by the then
National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) partner Suheldev
Bhartiya Samaj Party (SBSP) in
the last polls are still keeping
their aspirants to wait and
watch. 

The NDA had claimed
more than 76 per cent seats in
the region. It was a totally
reverse picture as the SP had
done similarly a dominating
performance in 2012.

This time the SP had made
more alliances with several
smaller parties including the
SBSP than its arch rival BJP and
this is one of the main reasons
the party is still waiting to
finalise its all the lists of can-
didates. Surprisingly, the BJP,
which has a large number of
sitting MLAs, is still keeping its
aspirants in confusion though
most of the sitting MLAs have
intensified their electioneering
through contacts. 

Not only the BJP but also
the Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)
and Congress are still busy in
finalising the lists of candidates
for third and fourth phases
while in most of the seats in
Purvanchal, the elections will
be held in sixth and seventh
phases. 

Both the BJP and Congress
have just announced their can-
didates for just a few seats
including Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath from Gorakhpur
Urban where the SP is still wait-
ing to open its trump card. The

SP has also not opened its cards
in any of the eight seats of
Varanasi district as Prime
Minister Narendra Modi rep-
resents Varanasi parliamen-
tary seat, though it was expect-
ed that there would be at least
one name of former UP
Minister Surendra Patel from
Sewapuri in the SP’s already
announced lists.

Out of four  and three seats
of Chandauli and Bhadohi
respectively, the SP has
announced the name of one
each from these districts who
are sitting MLA Prabhu
Narayan Singh Yadav
(Sakaldiha) and Jahid Beg
(Bhadohi). From Ghazipur the
SP has fielded two out of seven
including six-time MLA and
former Minister Om Prakash
Singh (Zamania) and sitting
MLA Dr Virendra Yadav
(Jangipur) and from Jaunpur,
four candidates out of nine
including ex-MLA Om
Prakash Dubey (Badlapur),
former Minister Shailendra
Yadav ‘ Lalai’ (Shahganj), for-
mer MP Toofani Saroj
(Kerakat) and sitting MLA
Lucky Yadav (Malhani).

The party has almost
opened its card from its strong-
hold Azamgarh district as its
President and former CM
Akhilesh Yadav is also an MP
from Azamgarh Lok Sabha
seat, declaring the names of
seven out of 10 seats of the dis-
trict. 

They are several time MLA
Durga Prasad (Azamgarh
Sadar), Sangram Singh Yadav
(Atrauliya),Nafis Ahmed
(Gopalpur), Alambadi
(Nizamabad), Kamlakant
Rajbhar (Didarganj), Ramakant
Yadav (Phoolpur Pawai) and
Bechai Saroj (Lalganj (SC). In
Ballia, the party has already
announced its three candi-
dates out of seven seats and
they are leader of Opposition
in Vidhan Sabha Ram Govind
Chaudhary (Bansdih),
Sangram Singh (Phephna) and
former Minister Jiyauddin
(Sikanderpur). However, from
Mau the party has disclosed
only one out of four, showing
its faith in Minister of Yogi gov-
ernment Dara Singh Chauhan
from Ghosi who joined the
party recently only after
announcement of elections like
another Cabinet Minister
Swami Prasad Maurya. The
party has yet not declared any
candidate from five seats of
Mirzapur but named three out
of four from Sonbhadra includ-
ing seven-time MLA Vijay
Singh Gond (Duddhi), Sunil
Singh Gond (Obra) and
Avinash Kushwaha
(Robertsganj). Besides, the
party has already announced
the names of three candidates
out of seven from Deoria, six
out of nine from Gorakhpur,
one out of five from Basti and
three out of five from Siddharth
Nagar.
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Congress national
spokesperson Supriya

Shrinet and international boxer
Vijender Singh strongly criti-
cised the Modi government for
its fake nationalism and hurt-
ing the interests of the army.
Talking to the reporters at the
party's Maidagin office here on
Friday, they also raised some
issues showing the failures of
the government related to the
military front.

They said that whenever
we remember our forces, then
our heads go up with pride, but
the Modi government on one
hand use the sacrifice and val-
our of the army to fulfill its
political interests and on the
other hand, attack the interests
of the army and soldiers as
about 1,22,555 army posts are
falling vacant as informed by
the Ministry of Defence on the
floor of Parliament on
December 13 last. They also
alleged that about 30 lakh ex-
servicemen were cheated on
One Rank, One Pension
(OROP) and added that the
previous Congress government

had increased the pension of
ex-servicemen thrice between
2004 and 2012, giving them an
additional financial benefit of
Rs 7,000 crore.

“On 17.02.14 the Congress
government had issued an
order and approved the OROP
with effect from 01.04.14. In
this, it was decided that all the
soldiers retiring from the same
rank after serving for the same
time should be given the same
pension, even if their retire-
ment date is different, and the

benefit of pension increase in
future will also be given to the
old pensioners,’ they said, and
added that however rejecting
the OROP order of previous
government, central
government took out a new
order on 07.11.15 and com-
pletely snatched the OROP
from 30-40 per cent of the sol-
diers.

They further said that dur-
ing Congress regime, priority
was given to ex-servicemen,
their widows, retired soldiers

who were injured in service, in
petrol pumps, gas agencies,
coal shipments, transport con-
tracts, government security
contracts but now these facili-
ties too have been abolished.
Same is the case with toll
plazas and most of the govern-
ment contracts.

Besides, they alleged that
the Modi government does
not give 'martyr' status to the
soldiers of paramilitary forces.
‘Neither the families get com-
pensation nor government
jobs,’ they added whereas on
November 23, 2012, the
Congress government, marking
all paramilitary forces as ‘Ex
Central Armed Police Force
Personnel’, issued an order to
the central and state govern-
ments that all retired officers of
CRPF, BSF, ITBP, SSB, CISF,
Coast Guard etc should be
given facilities at par with the
forces but the present BJP led
central and state ignored it.
Earlier, former MLA Ajay Rai,
district president Rajeev
Gautam and city chief
Raghvendra Choubey wel-
comed Supriya Shrinet and
Vijender Singh.
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There is a need to preserve
and incorporate the tradi-

tional knowledge as well as cul-
tural values of India for the
excellence in the present high-
er educational system, said
Prof Rama Shankar Dubey,
Vice Chancellor Gujarat
Central University,
Gandhinagar while delivering
convocation address at the
16th Convocation of UP
Rajarshi Tandon Open
University on Friday.

Monika Pandey of
Lucknow was awarded the
Chancellor Medal at this
Convocation.

The Convocation was
organised at Atal Auditorium
on the Sarswati campus of the
University following the Covid-
19 Protocol. The programme
was chaired on line by the Uttar
Pradesh Governor/Chancellor
Mrs Anandiben Patel. The
Chief Guest of the convocation
Prof Rama Shankar Dubey. As

many as 21 Gold medals were
awarded to the students who
obtained top ranks from differ-
ent schools of University in this
16th Convocation. 

The Chancellor Anandiben
Patel online inaugurated the
digilocker. Presiding over the
convocation ceremony she
blessed all meritorious stu-
dents and wished them a bright
future.

The Chief Guest of convo-
cation Prof Rama Shankar
Dubey, Vice Chancellor
Gujarat Central University,
Gandhinagar said that educa-
tion is a powerful tool of eco-
nomic and social empower-
ment. Higher education is an
essential factor to make India
prosperous in different fields.
The status and progress of the
society is known only by the
level of higher education.

Further, Professor Dubey
said that quality and innovative
research are the result  of great
importance in the identifica-
tion of educational institu-

tions. There is a progressive
growth in research and inves-
tigations in various fields
including Agriculture, Science,
Medicine, Technology and
Management. He expressed his
happiness that UP Rajarshi
Tandon Open University has
also started a new initiative in
the field of research and inno-
vation.

Professor Dubey urged
teachers and meritorious stu-
dents involved in the convoca-
tion to work together to devel-
op such an environment as well
as a system in which everyone
gets an opportunity to perform
their duty with full honesty and
integrity. He said that students
are the future and energy of the
country. They give impetus to
the development of the nation.
Giving a mantra to the stu-
dents, he said that education is
the name of the Saraswat
process which continues
throughout life.

Vice-Chancellor of
UPRTOU Prof Seema Singh

presenting the welcome address
and the report of the last year
of the university, said that the
university is determined  to
spread education and
upgrade the quality of pro-
grammes. Further she said the
university developed a stu-
dent- friendly website and dig-
ilocker.

In the 16th convocation the
Chancellor Medal was award-
ed to Monika Pandey from
Lucknow Regional Study
Centre of the University.
Monika Pandey completed her
M.A. (Yoga) in first class and
obtained highest Marks among
all the Graduate and Post
Graduate Passed students of the
all schools of the University.

The convocation
Ceremony was conducted in
online as well as offline mode.
The convocation was broadcast
live via youtube. 

The convocation
Ceremony was conducted
jointly by Prof Vinod Kumar
Gupta and Dr Shruti.
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With top BJP leaders
launching the door-to-

door election campaign to woo
voters in western districts seats
ahead of the first phase of
polling, the Kashi Prant lead-
ership has also unleashed a tar-
geted plan to cover at least five
lakh houses under the “Voters
Connect Digital Campaign” in
all 16 districts of eastern Uttar
Pradesh.

The campaign was
launched by the NGO cell of
the BJP to cover at least 5,000
houses each in all the 69 assem-
bly constituencies of eastern
UP to ensure a clean sweep in
the 2022 assembly polls.

Rajni Kant, Kashi Prant co-
convener (NGO cell) told the
mediapersons ``Volunteers of
NGO cell of BJP have launched
the campaign in all 16 districts
of Kashi Prant, where we would
be covering at least 69 assem-
bly seats... The workers would

cover at least 5,000 houses in
every assembly seat to ensure
a clean sweep in the state
assembly polls.” The campaign
is also called Digital Vijay
Abhiyan 2022, he said.

“We are interacting with
voters and compiling all details
in a digital format like district,
name of assembly segment and
voters, their mobile numbers,
address, polling booth details,
expectations from government,
as well as details of the BJP
worker who visited the house,”
he added.

BJP leaders and workers
(NGO cell) in Prayagraj district
have also intensified their door-
to-door drive and are aggres-
sively urging them to cast their
franchise.

Aiming for a record show,
BJP workers will also interact
with members of women self
help groups (SHGs), Asha,
social workers and others, list-
ing out the welfare schemes of
the Union and state govern-

ments.
The BJP state leadership

has, in fact, chalked out a spe-
cial strategy to reach out to
each house ahead of polling day
and scores of teams have been
formed to connect with voters.

Local leaders has assigned
workers the responsibility for
successfully running the ‘Har
Ghar Bjp' campaign in 12
assembly seats in Prayagraj
district that include Meja,
Karchhana, Allahabad West,
Allahabad North, Allahabad
South,Phulpur, Phaphamau,
Pratappur, Handia, Bara,
Soraon and Koraon to garner
support for the party.

OUTREACH CAMPS
START WORKING IN NCR:
Outreach camps started work-
ing in North Central Railways
to address the concerns of can-
didates.

In order to address the
concerns of candidates appear-
ing in RRB NTPC and RRC
level 1 examinations, RRB

Allahabad and North Central
Railway have opened outreach
camps at Agra, Prayagraj and
Jhansi to facilitate candidates
raising and registering their
concerns. 

On Friday, 03 candidates
visited the outreach camps at
Prayagraj. The camps have
been manned by officials from
the personnel branch of the
divisions under the overall
guidance of Senior Divisional
Personnel Officers, in addition
to the officials from RRB
Allahabad.

Apart from physically vis-
iting the camps, 910 candidates
registered their grievances
through google link which is
active on RRB Allahabad’s web-
site and  156 emails have been
received by 17 hrs on Friday.
All these concerns are being
compiled by RRB and the same
are being sent to the High
Power Committee formed by
the Railway Board to address
the concerns of the candidates.
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With the arrest of her lover,
the police have claimed

to have worked out the case of
a murder of a BA student in the
forest behind the IIT near
Salori area of the city.

Police claimed that her
alleged lover Aman was
involved in the rape and mur-
der of the student. He had done
this cruelty with friends. He
was taken into custody by the
police after the girl's disappear-
ance but during interrogation
he kept on misleading.
Eventually investigation and
forensic evidence confirmed
his complicity after which two
of his associates were arrested
by the police. Police officers
said that Aman did this infi-
delity with the girlfriend in a
planned manner.

On Friday, SSP Prayagraj
Ajay Pandey gave detailed
information about this much
talked murder in a press con-
ference. It is noteworthy that
this student of Sarai Mamrej
area of the district used to study
for the second year of BA, liv-
ing in the lodge of Salori. She
had left the roommate at

around 8.30 pm on the night of
January 22 saying that she was
going to get medicines and a
copy after which she didn't
return.

Her mobile phone was also
switched off. On being asked by
the family members the next
day, when the roommate told
about this, the police were
informed. With the help of
mobile surveillance, the police
nabbed Aman, a resident of
Azamgarh living in Salori, who
had spoken to the missing girl
on the phone on the evening of
the incident.

When the police interro-
gated Aman, he told police that
he had a love affair with the
girl. That evening he had called
the girl student to meet him.
Both of them were talking sit-
ting near the bushes behind the
IERT, when four or five youths
came and dragged the girl into
the forest after beating him.
When the police searched the
place on Wednesday evening,
some items including the stu-
dent's copy were found. Then
the dead body was seen in a 40
feet deep well, which was
pulled out in the middle of the
night after a lot of effort.

When the police took out
the call details of Aman's
mobile, it was only late in the
evening of the incident that a
young man came to know
about the call. On this, Aman
had clarified that he had called
his friend for help when the girl
was dragged. The police were
suspicious of his words, so the
DNA of Aman and his two
friends was sent for matching
with some evidence found on
the girl's body. Eventually these
three turned out to be the
killers of the girl.

SP DECLARES NAMES
OF CANDIDATES FOR UP
ASSEMBLY POLLS:
Samajwadi Party has declared
the names of three candidates
of Prayagraj division in anoth-
er list released for the UP
assembly elections. Among
them, Mujtaba Siddiqui has
been made candidate from
Phulpur seat of Prayagraj.
Similarly, Pooja Pal has been
declared a candidate from
Kaushambi's Chail seat.
Girijesh has been made a can-
didate from Babaganj assembly
seat of Pratapgarh. Samajwadi
Party has declared Pooja Pal as
its candidate from Chail seat for

this election. Till now, there
was talk of Phulpur or
Pratappur for Pooja Pal, but
after the ticket of Mujtaba,
who left the BSP, was con-
firmed, Pooja has been fielded
from Chail, where BJP's Sanjay
Gupta is currently an MLA.
Pooja Pal's name became
famous after the murder of her
husband, BSP MLA from
Allahabad City West, Raju Pal. 

Raju Pal, who was a histo-
ry-sheeter of Dhumanganj
police station, created a sensa-
tion in the 2004 elections by
defeating SP candidate Ashraf
in the city western seat. The
defeat of Ashraf, brother of
Atique, who was a five-time
MLA from here, was big and
Raju's victory too. A few
months later, on January 25,
2005, Raju Pal's convoy was
intercepted on GT Road in
Sulem Sarai and fired upon.
Three people including Raju
Pal were killed. Atique and
Ashraf were made accused in
the murder along with other
shooters. First the police, then
the CBCID and some time ago
the CBI investigated and filed
the charge sheet, but the deci-
sion is still to come in this case. 
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In order to hold assembly elections in a peace-
ful, free and fair manner police conducted flag

marches/area domination exercise in areas
under two police stations on Thursday. Under
City Kotwali area, SHO Arvind Mishra led the
flag march which started from Sankatmochan
Marg and passed through Vasliganj, Sundarghat,
Trimohani, Narghat, Gurhatti, Penhti Ka
Chauraha, Tahssel Chauraha, Hospital Tiraha
and adjacent areas and streets. The police inter-
acted with shopkeepers as well as common peo-
ple and asked them to feel fearless and inform
the police about any type of harassment. The flag
march was accompanied by heavy police and
paramilitary force.    Under Madihan police sta-
tion the flag march passed through Jamui,
Kalwari, Suggapakh, Deepnagar, Gopalpur
markets and adjacent villages Kakarad,
Karaunda, Gurudevnagar and others. An appeal

was made to common people to follow Covid
guidelines and create an atmosphere to vote in
large numbers. Meanwhile the flying squad
team-3 seized �2 lakh under Adalhaat police sta-
tion on Thursday. 

SEIZED: Under the joint operation of
Excise department and police 165 litres of illic-
it liquor was recovered and six persons were
arrested from areas under two police stations on
Thursday. Under the drive to control crime and
illegal trade of liquor a team led by excise inspec-
tor Roshan Lal and Lalganj SHO Vijay Kumar
Chaurasia conducted a raid at Khajuri village
under Lalganj police station. During it police
destroyed utensils, four breweries, recovered 65
litres of liquor and arrested three persons
identified as Rajesh Pal, Minna Lal, and Gulab.
After registering a case, the police sent the
accused to jail.    Besides  Jigna police arrested
three persons with liquor. After registering a case
the police completed the legal formalities.
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Under the guidance of
General Manager (GM)

Banaras Locomotive Works
(BLW) Anjali Goyal and lead-
ership of Principal Chief
Medical Officer (PCMO) Dr
Devesh Kumar on Thursday a
special vaccination campaign
was conducted by the medical
team with the aim of increas-
ing the immunity of its employ-
ees working to fight against
Covid-19 infection and their
self-confidence. In it Chief
Mechanical Engineer
(CME)/SE Suneel Kumar and
Deputy Chief Mechanical
Engineer (DCME), Plant-II,
Prakash Ratan, by getting
booster doses themselves
inspired their subordinate
employees for vaccination. For

registration and vaccination
for both the Covid-19 vaccines
Covishield and Covaxin
arrangement for two special
counters was made in which
300 employees were adminis-
tered the booster doses at their
workplace itself so that their
immunity to fight against the
infection can be increased and
in them self-confidence

towards work can be boosted.
In the vaccination programme
in addition to CME/SE and
DCME/Plant-II, supervisor PC
Sharma, Divisional Medical
Officer  (DMO) Dr Tanmaya
Anand and BLW employee
leader, Krishna Mohan Tiwari
also registered their presence
and encouraged the employees
for vaccination.
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NTPC Vindhyachal on the
occasion of 73rd Republic

Day of the country organised
a simple function in the admin-
istrative building. On the occa-
sion as per the guidelines of the
Government of India all pre-
cautions of social distancing
and Covid-19 guidelines were
followed. The function was
inaugurated by the Project
Head (Vindhyachal) Subhash
Chandra Nayak by unfurling
the tricolour. Subhash Chandra
Nayak while addressing the
employees present congratu-
lated everyone on Republic
Day. Nayak said in the modern
machine age development and
electricity complement each
other. Without electricity it is
impossible to imagine any kind
of development in modern
times. He said that NTPC
Vindhyachal is making signif-
icant contribution at the
regional and national level
through its continuous power
generation since last 39 years.
When there was a shortage of
coal all over the country NTPC
Vindhyachal on October 27,
2021, in a day transported
89,000 metric tonnes maxi-
mum coal through 31 rakes
which is a matter of pride.
Along with it many concrete
steps related to environmental
protection have been taken
due to which BTAP rake filled
with fly ash was sent to RCCPL
Maihar which is one of the
friendly methods for environ-
mental protection. The nation’s
first FGD has been installed at
Unit 13 of NTPC Vindhyachal.
Besides, distribution of essen-
tial food items, clothes, educa-
tion material, medical facilities,
self-employment and other
basic facilities are being made

available by CSR and Suhasini
Sangh in public interest. Nayak
while wishing for the bright
future of officers and employ-
ees, inspired them to work
with the same passion and
teamwork. After project head’s
speech tricolour balloons were
released in the sky as a symbol
of independence. Project head
(Vindhyachal) SC Nayak hon-
oured selected employees of
CISF with gallantry awards
and also honoured 51 officers
and employees of Vindhyachal
Project with HOP Meritorious
Award for their outstanding
service and dedication. The
contingent of CISF also pre-
sented yoga on the occasion
which was appreciated by all
present. Keeping in view the
situation of Covid-19 infection
the cultural programme was
organised in a simple way. In
the programme mainly General
Manager (Operation and
Maintenance) E Satya Phani
Kumar and all other General
Managers, Additional General
Managers (AGMs), head of
department /section head,
chairperson of Suhasini Sangh
Srotaswini Nayak and its other
office-bearers, senior com-
mandant (CISF) JP Azad,
Deputy Commandant CISF

Shiv Kumar, Assistant
Commandant (CISF/Security)
Ajit Toppo and others were pre-
sent and many members of
NTPC family were also con-
nected through webcast. 

At the end of the function
while proposing the vote of
thanks the head of the depart-
ment (Human Resources)
Prabir Kumar Biswas once
again extended warm wishes
and greetings to everyone on
Republic Day. On the occasion
the national flag was unfurled
by General Manager
(Operation and Maintenance)
E Satya Phani Kumar in the
service building in the presence
of other office-bearers.
Simultaneously, the chairper-
son of Suhasini Sangh,
Srotaswini Nayak, unfurled the
national flag at Bal Bhavan and
Tiny Tots in the presence of
other office- bearers of
Women’s Club Suhasini Sangh.
Along with it the tricolour
was unfurled by senior officers
in Vindhya Chikitsalaya,
Vindhya Club, Viva Club,
CITU Union office, INTUC
Union office and Executive
Union office. After that plan-
tation was also done by
Suhasini Sangh in the presence
of senior officers.
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With a view to provide
better health facilities to

railway personnel and their
family members the facility of
specialised clinic is being pro-
vided at Lalit Narayan Mishra
(LNM) Railway Hospital here.
Under the special clinic facili-
ty, for the examination and
treatment of the following dis-
eases by fixing the day and time
the doctor was nominated
which is as follows. 

The examination and treat-
ment of diabetes and endocrine
by Dr Manmath Nath every
Wednesday from 03.30 pm to
5.00 pm.  The examination and
treatment of senior citizens
and heart disease by Dr
Dipankar Chaurasia on every
Thursday from 03.30 pm to
5.00 pm. Likewise the exami-
nation and treatment of
cataract and cornea on every

Wednesday from 03.30 pm to
5.00 pm by Dr Jaya Gupta. On
the other hand, the examina-
tion and treatment of glauco-
ma every Thursday from 03.30
pm to 5.00 pm by Dr Jatinder.
Besides, the retina examination
and treatment every Friday
from 03.30 pm to 5.00 pm by
Dr Tribhuvan. The antenatal
and postnatal examination and
treatment every Tuesday from
03.30 pm to 5.00 pm by Dr
Tanu Verma. On the other
hand, the examination and
treatment of arthritis disease by
Dr Faheem every Wednesday
from 03.30 pm to 5.00 pm. The
examination and treatment of
genetic diseases every Monday
from 03.30 pm to 5.00 pm by
Dr Bharti Singh. The investi-
gation for nutritional disorders
every Monday from 03.30 pm
to 5.00 pm by Dr Ayaz. The
examination and treatment of
asthma and COPD diseases by

Dr Nand Kishor every Tuesday
from 03.30 pm to 5.00 pm.
Likewise the diet check-up and
treatment every Monday to
Friday from 10.30 am to 1.00
pm. The examination and
treatment of genital cancer
screening every Friday from
03.30 pm to 5.00 pm by Dr
Sangeeta.  The examination
and treatment of pain and
anesthesia by Dr Anita, Dr
Snehlata and Dr Deepti every
Saturday from 10.00 am to
1.00 pm. The examination and
treatment of neurological dis-
eases by Dr Pawan Lal every
Wednesday from 03.30 pm to
5.00 pm.  With the availability
of specialist doctors in Lalit
Narayan Mishra Railway
Hospital here the railway
employees and their depen-
dents have got a lot of treat-
ment facilities, Chief Public
Relations Officer (CPRO)
Pankaj Kumar Singh said.
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The District Magistrate, City,
Neha Sharma while review-

ing the preparations going on
at the Polytechnic on Friday for
the training of personnel on
election duty said all those
involved in election duty train-
ing must have received two
shots and a booster as well  so
that they can be entitled for
taking part in the training. She
said special vaccination camps
will be held at the Polytechic
itself. She said the training
will be conducted in two ses-
sions in a day. She said entry of
every person on the premises
should be allowed only after
thermal scanning.

She said hand sanitisers
should be made available at
every desk and should be fre-
quently used during the train-
ing  and poll duty and added
that the whole training will be
carried out as per the COVID-
19 protocol. She said in view of
the substantial number of per-
sonnel left out from vaccination
special arrangements were
being made at the Polytechic
for their vaccination. She said
people who have been left out
of the vaccinations and even
the booster dose must get
themselves vaccinated at these
camps. She said proper
arrangements for parking and
other civic facility should be
arranged.

She then inspected that
Tehsil Sadar where the nomi-

nation were being carried out
and directed all the officials to
ensure that as per the directives
of the Election Commission it
should be followed in the true
letter and spirit. She said all the
process of filing nominations
should be videographed and
photographed for concrete evi-
dence and there should be no
laxity in this regard. She direct-
ed the officials concerned to
ensure they regularly monitort

the CCTV footages and said all
the recording should be kept as
backup as well. She said no lax-
ity will be tolerated in this
regard.

Sharma then reviewed the
progress of the venue of nom-
ination filing of  Bithoor and
Bilhaur and later inspected
ther CCTV control room as
well. She said it was the bound-
en duty of the officials to
ensure that the entire process

of election was conducted
peacefully and in a free and fair
manner.  She said social dis-
tancing should be strictly fol-
lowed. She added that full
transparency need to be main-
tained all through the election
process. 

Prominent official present
were CDO, Dr Mahendra
Kumar, ADM Dayanand
Prasad, Principal Polytechnic
and several other officials.

���������1	�	��%�������.�7�5<

The buzz around elections
was in full swing in Kanpur

and the institutions have joined
hands in creating awareness
among the voters in a big way.
The students were organising
poster rallies, forming human
chain and organising Mehndi
Application Contests to create
awareness among the elec-
torate. Prominent schools
which organised contests
were Rajkiya Balika Inter
College, Saryu Narain Bal
Vidyalaya, Juhari Devi Girls
College and several other insti-
tutions.

Addressing the event the
coordinator,  Dr Shipra
Srivastava, said mehndi appli-
cation has been the most
favourite tradition of India be
it any festival, marriage,
Raksha Bandhan or Karva
Chauth all such events had
one thing in common . She
said taking cue from this the
students decided to craft mes-
sage for voters to take part in
the voting. 

She said election was the
most crucial event in any
democracy and the citizens
had the right to vote for  any
candidate or a party and in
our country this right was
given to people aged 18 years
and above. 

The Uttar Pradesh elec-
tions were scheduled on
February 20, 2022 and the
Election Commission was tak-
ing all possible measures to

make sure that more people
were encouraged to vote as it
formed the basis of a robust

democracy.  
She said to make this

endeavour more effective, the

Election Commission had
involved students in its aware-
ness programme.

It may be mentioned here
that students took the initia-
tive to motivate and make
people aware of the need to
vote. Some students designed
eye-catching posters  and
composed catchy slogans to
create awareness both within
the school premises and out-
side. A big number or students
took part in mehndi applica-
tion contest. The teachers
made the students promise
that they would try to moti-
vate their parents, grandpar-
ents, neighbours and relatives
to vote.

The students who took
part in the mehndi application
were Aanchal Gupta, Akshita
Panwar, Anushree Dutta,
Aryan Chanda, Dewanshi
Chanda, Jahnvi Gera, Jaiaditya
Singh, Ryan Suri, Sancia
Dube, Shivangi Sharma,
Shiven Batra,   Simran
Khandpur, Tanishka Saini,
Vidhi Sharma, Vibhuti Gera,
Vidya Taneja and Vishakha
Baisoya and many more.

She said the singular
motive was to encourage peo-
ple to use the power of their
votes wisely. 

The young student
‘activists’ also requested peo-
ple to extend help to those
with disability. Information
about sign language inter-
preters, postal ballots, pick
and drop facilities at polling
booths was also promised.
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Over one dozen candidates
from different political

parties filed their nominations
including prominent BJP sit-
ting MLA Abhijit Sanga and SP
MLA  Mushtaq Solanki at the
nomination office on Friday.
Massive police force had been
stationed at the entry points.
The entry was allowed only
after thermal checking and
checking of the vaccination
certificates. The officials did
not allow more than the fixed
number of people to to accom-
pany the candidate. The Covid-
protocol was strictly followed.
The District Magistrate, City,
Neha Sharma carried out
umpteen rounds at the places
were the nominations were
being filed. 

She appealed to the candi-
dates and the proposers to
ensure they kept their masks on
and carried hand sanitisers.
The filing of nominations were
held on Friday in a peaceful
manner as there was a total ban
on procession in the city. 

POSTAL BALLOT
OPTION: The Additional
District Magistrate, City,
Daynand Sagar  addressing a
meeting said that as the voting
for the city will be held on
February 20, 2022 thus a big
section of people were involved
in the election duty and thus
they would not be able to take
part in the election. 

He said thus proper
arrangements had to be made
for the postal ballots  and
enough awareness be created
among them that they can
exercise their franchise by the
postal ballot. 

He said the officials of the
departments concerned need
to apprise their staff that if they
were keen on postal ballot

then they will have to fill Form
12 and ensure that it was sub-
mitted to the Secretary KDA. 

He said the training for the
postal ballot will be held
between February 8 and 14 at
Polytechnic and said all such
personnel who were on election
duty should be informed
through post about their facil-
ity of postal ballot.
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The Kanpur Municipal
Commissioner, Shiv

Sharanappa GN expressing
concern over the poor sold
waste management of the city
on Friday said that the Kanpur
Nagar Nigam had decided to
purchase 150 small vehicles
and this will strengthen the
door to door garbage collec-
tion. He said with the resource
crunch the KNN was unable to
meet the needs of this big
industrial city and thus plans
were being worked out under
Smart City Project to ensure
that Kanpur had proper infra-
structure and resources to meet
the solid waste disposal of this
city.

He said at Bhau Singh
Panki  at the garbage dumping
ground daily around 1000 met-
ric tonnes garbage was being
disposed of and the pending
garbage of 15 lakh metric
tonnes was making it more
than 2000 metric tonnes
garbage disposal challenge.
However moves were afoot to
ensure that this was given top
priority. 

He said currently optimal
use of the vehicles was being
carried out and said the KNN
has not been able to purchase
even 20 per cent of the vehicles
from the major target. He said
the Central team was going to
make survey of the city its
garbage output and its dispos-
al rate.

He said due to lack of
dumping space, financial con-
straints and inadequate capac-
ity of urban local bodies, prob-
lem of garbage disposal in
Kanpur had increased mani-
fold. He said the main factors
responsible for it were lack of
dumping space, financial con-
straints and inadequate capac-
ity of the Urban Local Bodies.
He said Kanpur faces major
environmental challenges asso-
ciated with waste generation
and inadequate waste collec-
tion, transport, treatment and
disposal. He said current sys-
tems cannot cope with the
volumes of waste generated by
an increasing urban popula-
tion, and this impacted on
the environment and public
health. 

It may be mentioned here
that as per recent report of IIT-
K the priority was to move
from reliance on waste dumps
that offer no environmental
protection, to waste manage-
ment systems that retain use-
ful resources within the econ-
omy. 

Waste segregation at source
and use of specialised waste
processing facilities to separate
recyclable materials had a key
role. Disposal of residual waste
after extraction of material
resources needs engineered
landfill sites or investment in
waste-to-energy facilities. 
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Gems and Jewellery Council
Chairman, Ashish Pethe

while addressing the meeting
on Friday said Mumbai will be
conducting a massive exhibi-
tion between March 1 and 4,
2022 and this will be immense-
ly beneficial for the smaller
jewellers as they will get a
platform for promoting  their
products at the national level
and on the larger scale. He said
they will also be apprised of the
newer methods and techniques
which were being adopted all
over and they will be able to
upgrade themselves. He said
UP had enough potential and
thus this platform will not
only be beneficial but produc-
tive as well.

He said the maximum
demand for gold is in Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar and south
India was equally important on
this front as well majorly their
data tallied where as in these
two states it did not tally. 

He informed that during
the pandemic the import of
gold had drastically dropped to
mere 400 tonne but despite that
the exports had shot up dras-
tically and said the shortfall of
gold witnessed last year has
substantially been covered and
said in 2021 around 1000 tonne
of gold was imported in the
country and this was encour-
aging because for the past of
couple of years it was stagnant
at around 700 tonnes.
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Panaji: Karnataka Congress
leader DK Shiva Kumar on
Friday said the Narendra Modi
Government had curtailed the
benefits of soldiers and had also
failed to fill over 1.22 lakh
vacant defence posts.

The Karnataka Pradesh
Congress Committee presi-
dent was campaigning for his
party in the Goa Assembly
polls scheduled for February
14.

"The Modi government is
compromising national secu-
rity as around 1,22,555 posts
are vacant in defence areas. It
has also deprived 30 lakh ex-
servicemen from getting ben-

efits of 'One Rank One
Pension'. While Congress gov-
ernment always worked in the
interest of our soldiers, the BJP
is playing politics with the
nation's security," he 
alleged.

The KPCC chief said the
Congress-led UPA government
had, on February 17, 2014,
approved OROP effective from
April 1 that year, but the BJP
government rejected it on
November 7, 2015 with an
order that laid down that mil-
itary personnel who took vol-
untary retirement after July 1,
2014 will not get One Rank
One Pension. 

Bhubaneswar: Daily Covid-19
cases continued to dip in
Odisha, where 5,057 more peo-
ple tested positive on Friday,
844 less than the previous day,
the health department said.

As many as 667 children
are among the newly infected,
it said in a bulletin. 

The coronavirus tally stood
at 12,36,226, while 10 fresh
fatalities pushed the death toll
to 8,560.Fifth-three coron-
avirus patients have died of
comorbidities in the past, the
bulletin said. 

The state had logged 5,901
single-day cases and eight
deaths on Thursday. A week
ago, it had reported 9,833 fresh
infections.

Odisha tested 61,635 sam-
ples in the past 24 hours at a
positivity rate of 8.2 per cent,
it addedKhurda district report-
ed 1,111 new cases, followed by
495 in Cuttack and 429 in
Sundargarh, the bulletin said.

The Test Positivity Rate
(TPR) was 17.1 per cent in
Khurda and 12.9 in
Sundargarh. Nineteen more
districts have a positivity rate of
over five per cent.

The coastal state now has
64,217 active cases, and
11,63,396 patients have recov-
ered from the disease so far,
including 11,157 since
Thursday.Public Health Director
Niranjan Mishra said people
were developing less severe
symptoms due to vaccination.

“The restrictions can be
relaxed only when the cases are
very low as the highly-trans-
missible Omicron variant can
spread again,” he told 
reporters. PTI

Kota: Two men allegedly raped a 40-year-old woman while she
was alone in her hut in Rajasthan's Jhalawar district, police said
on Friday.

The alleged incident took place around five days ago in a
village under Bakani police station limits, they said.

However, the woman reported the incident to police on
Thursday evening after her husband reached home.

Investigating Officer (IO) of the case, DSP Devender Singh
said based on the woman's complaint, a case of gang rape was
registered against two people belonging to her 
village. 
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Patna: Bihar bandh called on
Friday by student bodies, and
supported by all parties in the
Opposition and some in the
ruling dispensation, against
alleged irregularities in the
Railway Recruitment Board's
Non-Technical Popular
Categories examination process
evoked a mixed 
response.

Citizens woke up to chant-
ing of slogans by bandh sup-
porters against the RRB which
has conducted a staggered, and
allegedly botched up selection
process, the Centre which
intervened not before the cri-
sis snowballed, and the 
Government in the State which
has booked many students and
teachers for the large-scale
arson and vandalism that took
place in the past few 
days.

In Patna, bandh supporters
burnt tyres on Ashok Rajpath
throwing out of gear traffic on
the busy street which leads to

the state's largest government
hospital, its most esteemed
schools and colleges and shops
dealing in medicines, books
and stationery.

At Dak Bungalow crossing
in the heart of the city, they

staged a demonstration and
recited impromptu verses, to
the beats of tambourines, urg-
ing RRB, the Centre and Bihar
government to come to their
senses.

They clashed with police

personnel upon being stopped
from marching towards the
Raj Bhavan, which is a couple
of kilometres away.

In Samastipur district
across the Ganga, a demon-
stration by AISA members
stood out on account of par-
ticipation by a noticeable num-
ber of young women.

Legislators and cadres of
opposition parties, most
notably the RJD and the CPI-
ML, led the protests in Buxar,
Jehanabad, Bhagalpur, Katihar,
Begusarai and Munger. In
many places, tyres were set afire
on highways, causing the traf-
fic to come to a standstill.

Former Bihar chief minis-
ter Jitan Ram Manjhi, who
heads Hindustani Awam
Morcha and minister Mukesh
Sahani, founding chief of
Vikassheel Insaaan Party, have
also expressed "moral support"
to the bandh even though they
are aligned with the NDA.

Major constituents of the

ruling coalition like BJP and
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar's
JD(U) have also expressed their
sympathy for the cause being
espoused by the bandh sup-
porters.

JD(U) national president
Rajiv Ranjan Singh alias Lalan
has come out with tweets blam-
ing the unrest on the RRB's
sloppy work and demanding an
early resolution of the issue by
the high-powered committee
set up for the purpose.

He has also demanded
"immediate withdrawal of the
FIRs by Railways and police" at
various places in connection
with the violent protests which
hit the headlines earlier this
week.

Former deputy chief min-
ister and veteran BJP leader
Sushil Kumar Modi has also
come out with an impassioned
plea for calm and the decla-
mation that "Narendra Modi
government will not allow any
injustice". PTI 
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Aizawl: Mizoram on Friday reported
2,064 new Covid-19 cases, the second-
highest single-day spike since the advent
of the pandemic nearly two years ago, tak-
ing the tally to 1,67,725, a health depart-
ment official said. The state had on
Tuesday registered the maximum one-day
count of 2,222 fresh coronavirus cases.
The death toll remained at 591 as no new
fatality due to the infection was report-
ed for the second consecutive day, he said.

Aizawl district reported the highest
number of new cases at 1,435, followed
by Mamit at 171 and Lunglei at 137.

The daily positivity rate dipped mar-
ginally to 27.32 per cent from 27.51 per
cent the previous day, he said, adding that
the fresh infections were detected from
7,554 sample tests. At least 325 children
were among the newly infected people,
he said. Mizoram had on Thursday
reported 1,535 fresh infections. The
northeastern state now has 13,721 active
cases, while 1,53,413 people have recu-
perated from the disease so far, the offi-
cial said. PTI
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The Supreme Court’s verdict
quashing the suspension

of 12 Opposition MLAs from
the Maharashtra Assembly last
year evoked mix response on
Friday, with the Opposition
BJP terming the SC ruling as a
‘tight slap’ on the face of the
MVA Government and the
ruling Shiv Sena saying that the
apex court had ‘overstepped’
the rights of the legislature in
its order.

Soon after the Supreme
Court quashed the suspension
of its 12 MLAs as “unconstitu-
tional” and “irrational,” the
BJP went to town, welcoming
the apex court verdict and
terming the ruling as a tight
slap on the face of the MVA
government.

“Satyameva Jayate ! We
welcome & thank the Hon SC
for the historic decision of
quashing the suspension of
our 12 MLAs, who were fight-
ing for the cause of OBCs in
Maharashtra Legislative
Assembly during the monsoon
session.. I congratulate our
BJP Maharashtra 12 MLAs for
getting justice,” former Chief
Minister and current leader of
the Opposition Devendra
Fadnavis of the BJP tweeted.

“Since the beginning, we
were saying that it was com-
pletely unconstitutional & gross
misuse of power to suspend our
MLAs for such a long period to
create an artificial majority &
that too for no valid reason &
the Hon SC has upheld our
stand. It was not only a ques-
tion of 12 MLAs but of more
than 50 lakh citizens in these 12
constituencies. Democracy
saved!!!”

Maharashtra BJP president
Chandrakant Patil tweeted:
“The suspension was not at all
within the framework of the
Constitution. It was not in
accordance with the law, rather

it was arbitrary. The court has
also expressed the same opin-
ion.”

“The State Government
should realise that it is wrong
to trample on the democratic
values in such a manner. Now
the question is what action the
MVA Government will take
against those who ordered
unjust suspension,” Patil won-
dered.

The Shiv Sena and NCP
leaders refused to accept that
the Supreme Court’s decision
was a ‘setback’ to the MVA
Government since the decision
was taken by the Speaker of the
State Assembly and that the
Legislature had the power to
suspend the MLAs

“The Maharashtra
Legislature has the power to
suspend MLAs… Or, for that
matter the Lok Sabha and
Rajya Sabha can suspend MPs,
it is well within their powers,”
Sena MP and Chief
Spokesperson Sanjay Raut said.

“I am surprised that the SC
is going soft on 12 BJP MLAs
who have been suspended for
their alleged misbehaviour.
The same SC is surprisingly not
so considerate when it comes
to 12 names nominated by the
state cabinet to be appointed as
MLCs. The Governor is sitting
on the file for some political
vendetta. The SC has over-
stepped on the rights of the leg-
islators when it comes to sus-
pension of 12 MLAs,” Raut
said.

It may be recalled that on
July 5 12 MLAs were suspend-
ed after they created a ruckus
over the OBC reservations
issue and alleged that Speaker-
in-Chair Bhaskar Jadhav did
not give them enough time to
speak.

The BJP MLAs, who were
suspended from the Assembly
for a year were Parag Alavani,
Ram Satpute, Sanjay Kute,
Ashish Shelar, Abhimanyu

Pawar, Girish Mahajan, Atul
Bhatkalkar, Harish Pimpale,
Jayakumar Rawal, Yogesh
Sagar, Narayan Kuche and
Kirtikumar Bhangdiya.

Reacting to the Supreme
Court’s ruling, Maharashtra
minister and NCP’s chief
spokesperson  Nawab Malik
said: “The speaker of the leg-
islative assembly will take a
decision once the Supreme
Court’s written order is avail-
able. The decision to suspend
12 MLAs of BJP was taken by
the speaker and not by the gov-
ernment.”

“The secretariat of the
Maharashtra Assembly will
study the SC decision after
which the speaker will decide,”
Malik said.

State NCP president and
senior minister Jayant Patil
said that the 12 BJP MLas came
to be suspended for their “mis-
behaviour” with the then
speaker. “The decision to sus-
pend them was taken by the
speaker and not the state gov-
ernment,” he said.

Now after the Supreme
Court’s verdict, the final deci-
sion will be taken once the
written order is made available
to the office of the speaker,” he
said.

“What happened on that
day with the then speaker was
so extreme that it led to the sus-
pension of the MLAs for 12
months. Incidents had hap-
pened in the past as well when
legislators were suspended for
a longer period,” he said.

Alluding to the
Maharashtra Governor Bhagat
Singh Koshyari’s failure to
nominate 12 members to the
Legislative Council from his
quota based on the recom-
mendation of the State Cabinet,
Patil said: “Everything should
happen as per the law. The state
cabinet had recommended 12
names, but they are yet to be
approved by the governor”.
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Amid reports doing the
rounds that Bengal’s econ-

omy was in dire straits Kolkata
Municipal Corporation on
Friday made it clear that it was
impossible for the civic body to
clear pensions to its retired staff
due to fund crunch.

A circular issued by the
KMC said that the employees
who had retired after
September 2021 may not get
their pension for now.

According to the KMC
circular, “payments of pension
and pensionary benefits (to the
retired employees who have
been superannuated from
September 2021) are not cur-
rently released due to crisis of
fund.” There are 22,000 per-
manent employees and 26,000
contractual employees working
for the Kolkata Municipal
Corporation.

The KMC’s circular comes

after Mayor Firhad Hakim
made it clear that the civic body
was facing a financial crisis.
According to sources the
Mayor has asked “all con-
cerned” to put up with the sit-
uation as the “KMC is taking all
possible steps to improve the
situation.”

The Corporation has
already taken a loan of � 2,000
crore from the Asian
Development Bank and asked
for a loan of �700 crore from the
State Government which too
was facing a financial crisis.

The financial crunch ---
that many a critic has blamed
on the dole politics of Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee ---
has reportedly affected a num-
ber of sectors including the
Health Department which has
reduced procurement of med-
icines meant to be distributed
in Government hospitals.

The situation is such that
the State Government has
already been forced borrow
�6,500 crore in three tranches
in the present month. Bengal
stands second after Uttar
Pradesh in terms of borrowing
this year.

While the Government
officials and ruling Trinamool
Congress leaders would not
make comments opposition
BJP attacked the “populist poli-
cies of the Chief Minister” for
the situation the Government
was presently in.

“This Government is
engaged in Khela, Mela and
dole … it is spending hundreds
of crores giving doles to the
clubs that manage votes for the
TMC … populist schemes like
Laxmir Bhandar has been ini-
tiated with no pecuniary return
… and now we are in this sit-
uation,” said BJP leader Samik
Bhattacharya pooh-pooing the
TMC for announcing �5,000
for each woman in Goa should
it come to power in that State.

“When the CPI(M) left
power the Chief Minister began
a propaganda that we had left a
debt of �2 lakh crore --- though
in real terms it was far less --- in
34 years of our rule … but this
Government hasborrowed �6
lakh crore in 10 years … this,
whereas they have abolished
5.5 lakh government posts,” said
CPI(M) central committee
member Sujan Chakrabarty.

CHENNAI: Jagmohan Singh
Raju, the celebrated IAS officer
in Tamil Nadu, has quit the ser-
vice and entered the electoral
fray in Punjab as a BJP candi-
date. The BJP leadership had
fielded him as party candidate
from Amritsar East assembly
constituency where he will
fight against Navjot Singh
Sidhu (Congress),  Bikram
Singh Majithia (SAD) and
Jeevanjoth Kaur (AAP).   

Raju, Chief Resident
Commissioner of Tamil Nadu
in New Delhi who has been
holding the rank of additional
chief secretary, had sought vol-
untary retirement from the
IAS in a letter addressed to
Chief Minister M K Stalin on
January 25 and this was
approved by the latter.

“Of late, the painful condi-
tions in my home State, Punjab,
have been weighing heavy on
my conscience. As son of the
soil, I am agonised at the lin-
gering socio-economic stress
and the sufferings of the
unheard, youth and the under-

privileged. At the same time,
restraints of my service rules
confine me from acting in sol-
idarity with the causes espoused
by my inner voice. My con-
science and deep-rooted love
for my home state has therefore
been cajoling and nudging me
to my service, return to Punjab
and dedicate myself full-time in
its service for the rest of my life,”
said Raju in his letter to chief
minister  Stalin.

1963 born Raju had almost
two years of service in govern-
ment before his superannua-
tion. He was designated as
chief secretary in 2016, there-
by becoming the youngest IAS
officer in India to hold the posi-
tion. Described as the shining
star among the country’s IAS
officers by his colleagues, Raju
has been accorded interna-
tional honours for the merito-
rious services rendered by him.

He is one of the few civil ser-
vants in the country who have
been honoured by the UNESCO
with the King Sejong Literacy
Prize. PNS
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on Friday took cognisance of
charge-sheet filed by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
against former Maharashtra
home minister Anil Deshmukh
and his two sons in connection
with a money laundering case.

Special Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) court judge, R N
Rokade, issued process against
the accused after taking cog-
nisance of the charge sheet.

In December last year, the
ED had filed the 7,000-page
supplementary charge sheet in
connection with the case.
Besides Deshmukh, it had
named named his two sons as
accused in the case.

Prior to that, the probe
agency had filed a charge sheet
against 14 accused, including
Deshmukh's private secretary
(an additional collector-rank
officer) Sanjeev Palande and
personal assistant Kundan
Shinde. Deshmukh was arrest-
ed by the ED on November 1
last year in connection with the
case and is currently in judicial
custody. PTI
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Political parties in India
cumulatively hold assets

worth around a whopping
�9,117.95 crore with the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
topping the list with a stagger-
ing wealth including cash, bank
investments, movable and
immovable properties, vehicles
etc — worth �4,847.78 crore.
However, it is the Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP), and not the
Congress, which followed BJP
declaring assets worth �698.33
crore (9.99 per cent).

While the Congress
declared assets worth �588.16
crore (8.42 per cent), CPI(M)
declared �569.51 crore,
Trinamool Congress (TMC)
�247.78 crore, CPI �29.78 crore
and NCP �8.20 crore.

According to the
Association for Democratic
Reforms (ADR) analysis report,
the seven national parties
together hold �6,988.57 crore
while 44 regional parties have
�2,129.35 crore. All these par-
ties together hold assets worth
�9,117.95 as on 2019-20.

Among the national par-
ties, the BJP and BSP declared
the highest assets under
FDR/Fixed Deposits, �3,253.00
crore and �618.86 crore respec-
tively while the Congress
declared the highest assets
under FDR/Fixed Deposits,
�240.90 crore for the 2019-20.

The total liabilities declared
by the seven national and 44
regional political parties for the
same duration amounted to
�134.93 crore. The national
political parties declared the
total liabilities of �74.27 crore,
�4.26 crore under Borrowings
and �70.01 crore under Other
Liabilities. The Congress
declared the highest total lia-
bilities of �49.55 crore (66.72
per cent) followed by All India
Trinamool Congress (AITC)
declaring �11.32 crore (15.24
per cent).

Among the 44 regional
parties, the assets of the top 10
parties were worth �2028.715
crore or 95.27 per cent of the
total declared by them all com-
bined. In 2019-20, among the
regional parties, the highest
assets were declared by the
Samajwadi Party at �563.47
crore (26.46 per cent), fol-
lowed by the Telangana Rashtra
Samithi (TRS) worth �301.47
crore and All India Anna

Dravid Munnetra Kazhagam
(AIADMK) worth �267.61
crore. Fixed Deposits/FDR
constituted the largest share of
�1,639.51 crore (76.99 per cent)
of the total assets declared by
regional parties in 
2019-20.

The highest assets were
declared under FDR/Fixed
Deposits by SP (�434.219
crore), TRS (�256.01 crore),
AIADMK (�246.90 crore),
DMK (�162.425 crore), Shiv
Sena (�148.46 crore) and Biju
Janata Dal, BJD (�118.425
crore) among others. The
regional political parties
declared the total liabilities of
�60.66 crore, �30.29 crore was
declared under Borrowings
and �30.37 crore under Other
Liabilities. Amongst them, the
Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
declared the highest total lia-
bilities of �30.342 crore (50.02
per cent) followed by DMK
that declared �8.05 crore (13.27
per cent).
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Lauding the role played by
the National Cadet

Corps(NCC) in nation build-
ing, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said here on Friday the
Government has prepared over
one lakh new NCC cadets in
the border areas of the country.
He also stressed the need for
inducting more girls into the
NCC.

Addressing the annual
NCC rally on the occasion of
the Republic Day, the Prime
Minister also gave credit to it
for shaping his personality.

"The training I got in the
NCC and the things I learned
here have provided me
immense strength in delivering
upon my responsibilities.
Recently, I had also received an
NCC alumni card as well," he

said.
"I am proud that I was also

an active member of NCC. Our
government is taking several
steps to strengthen NCC. A
large number of girl cadets par-
ticipated in the rally, this is the
change India is witnessing
today," Modi said while
addressing the cadets.

Earlier, he inspected the
Guard of Honour, reviewed
March Past by NCC contin-
gents and also witnessed the
NCC cadets displaying their
skills in army action, slithering,
micro-light flying, para-sailing
as well and cultural pro-
grammes. The best cadets also
received medals and batons
from the Prime Minister.

In his address, Modi noted
a different level of enthusiasm
in the celebrations as the coun-
try is marking the Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav. He  paid trib-

utes to Lala Lajpat Rai and Field
Marshal K M Cariappa for
their contribution in nation
building.

The Prime Minister talked
about the steps being taken to
strengthen the NCC in the
country in a period when the
country is moving forward
with new resolutions. In the last
two years, one lakh new cadets
have been created in the bor-
der areas of the country, he
said.

The Prime Minister elabo-
rated on the steps being taken
to open the doors of the
defence establishments for girls
and women. He noted the
presence of the large number of
the girl cadets and termed it to
be a symbol of changing atti-
tude of the nation.

Noting the young profile of
the cadets, who are mostly
born in this century, Modi
underlined their role in taking
the country towards 2047. He
also underlined the major role
that youngsters can play in the
‘vocal for local’ campaign.
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The Supreme Court Friday
refused to lay down a yard-

stick for granting reservation in
promotion to Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes in
Government jobs.

A three-judge bench head-
ed by Justice Nageswara Rao
said States are obligated to col-
lect data on inadequacy of
representation of SCs/STs.

The apex court said it can-
not lay down any yardstick to
determine the inadequacy of
representation of SCs/STs and
it for the states to do so.

The Centre had earlier told
the bench that it is a fact of life
that even after around 75 years
if independence those belong-
ing to SCs and STs have not
been brought to the same level
of merit as the forward class-
es. The apex court had reserved
its verdict on October 26, 2021.
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The Supreme Court on
Friday granted three weeks

to SpiceJet to resolve its finan-
cial dispute with Swiss firm
Credit Suisse AG and stayed
the Madras High Court order
on its winding up, saying that
it was a “serious matter” and
the airlines cannot say it is a
busy organisation and would
not pay.          

A bench headed by Chief
Justice N V Ramana, while
staying the publication of wind-
ing up notice and the order
directing the official liquidator
attached to the Madras High
Court to take over the assets of
the low-cost airline, questioned
the approach of SpiceJet. 

The bench, also compris-
ing Justices AS Bopanna and
Hima Kohli, took note of the
submissions of senior advocate
Harish Salve that SpiceJet
would try to resolve the issue
with the Swiss firm.
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The country’s top drug reg-
ulator, DCGI, has given

permission to Bharat Biotech to
conduct phase-3 clinical trial
for its intranasal COVID vac-
cine as booster dose on partic-
ipants who have been previ-
ously inoculated with SARS-
CoV 2 vaccines.

The trials will be conduct-
ed at nine locations in the
country. It will be done on 900
subjects.

The trials would evaluate
the nasal vaccine for both the
two-dose primary schedule

and also to use as a booster
dose schedule, said officials in
the DCGI.

DCGI's Subject Expert
Committee (SEC) gave an ‘in-
principle' approval to
Hyderabad-based Bharat
Biotech for the 'phase-III boost-
er dose study' for its intranasal
Covid vaccine, a first of its kind
in India, and asked it to submit
protocols for approval 3 weeks
ago.

BBV154 (nasal covid vac-
cine) has received approval for
phase-3 clinical trials. The tri-
als will evaluate BBV154 nasal
vaccine for both the two-dose
primary schedule and booster

dose schedule, the sources said. 
An intra-nasal vaccine

would not only be simple to
administer but also reduce the
use of needles and syringes,
among others. It would also
impact the overall cost of a vac-
cination drive, chairman of
Bharat Biotech Krishna Ella
had said.

Bharat Biotech is the sec-
ond company to submit an
application for the phase-III
trial of the third dose in India.
The intranasal vaccines report-
edly have the potential to pre-
vent transmission for new
Covid-19 variants such as
Omicron.
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India is a “vibrant” democra-
cy and does not need any val-

idation or “certificate,” the
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) said here on Friday.
This rebuttal came in the back-
drop of former Vice President
Hamid Ansari and four US
lawmakers airing concern over
human rights situation in the
country.

Making India’s stand clear,
MEA spokesperson Arindam
Bagchi said here said India is a
vibrant democracy, which does
not require certification from
others, and the track record of
the event's organisers was as
well known as the biases and

political interests of the par-
ticipants.

Asked about the virtual
panel discussion organised by
the Indian American Muslim
Council on Wednesday during
which Ansari and the US law-
makers expressed concern over
the current human rights situ-
ation in India, Bagchi said, "We
have seen reports on this event.
India is a robust and vibrant
democracy. It does not require
certification from others."

The claim that others need
to protect our constitution is
"presumptuous and preposter-
ous", he said. "The track record
of event organisers is as well
known as the biases and polit-
ical interests of the partici-
pants," Bagchi said.
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At a time when the world is
grappling with the highly

transmissible Omicron variant
of Covid-19, scientists at the
Banaras Hindu University
(BHU) have, in a first-of-its-
kind study, found that anti-
viral, anti-bacterial, and anti-
inflammatory properties in the
fumes of Air Vaidya Herbal
Dhoopa (AVHD), an ayurvedic
formulation, could be effective
in preventing air-borne infec-
tions in humans and home set-
tings.

Prepared by AIMIL
Pharmaceuticals, ‘Air Vaidya’
contains phytochemicals from
19 medicinal ingredients such
as Raal, Neem Patr, Vasa,
Ajwain, Haldi, Lemon grass
(lamajjaka), Vacha, Tulsi, Peeli
Sarson, Safed Chandan, Ushir,
Sudh Guggal, Nagarmotha,
Mehendi, Tagar, Loban,
Kapoor, Jigat and Cardamom
husk, which are known for
their potential therapeutic
effects to combat the virus.

Dr. KRC Reddy, Professor,
Department of Rasa Shastra
(Ayurveda), Institute of
Medical Sciences, BHU, who
led the research, said, “Though
Dhoopan (fumigation), a med-
icinal therapy has been
described in Ayurveda com-
pendia for ages for its potency
in anti-microbial, anti-fungal,
anti-viral action, in the back-
drop of rising Covid-19 cases,
this is the first scientific study.”

Dr. Reddy explained,
“Participants were divided into
two groups—intervention
group (150 persons) and con-

trolled group (100 persons).
Since the Covid-19 virus gen-
erally enters through nose and
mouth into the human body,
medicinal fumigation therapy
was given to the participants of
the intervention group. They
were asked to inhale ‘Air Vaidya
Herbal Dhoopa’ (AVHD)
fumes for ten minutes twice a
day, while the control group
was not given any such treat-
ment.

“The results were encour-
aging. Just 4 percent of  the
intervention group put on  the
medicinal therapy showed
Covid like symptoms such as
fever, cough, cold, or no taste
or smell; on the other hand, at
least 37 percent, who were not
given such therapy, were found
to have Covid-19 like symp-
toms.” The fumes were also
chemically safe on  Drosophila
flies in the first phase of the
clinical trial, Dr. Reddy said.
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The Pakistan Hindu Council
(PHC) ‘faith tourism trip’ to

India through chartered flights
beginning from Saturday has
been postponed due to rising
cases of COVID-19. PHC chief
patron Ramesh Vankwani on
Friday said that the tour has
been postponed for the time
being after the Government of
India’s request due to the rising
cases of COVID-19.   

India on Friday said there is
an interest on both the Indian
and Pakistani sides to expand
the agreed list of shrines and
mode of travel under the 1974
protocol for visits to religious
places, asserting that it has a pos-
itive approach on the matter and
is willing to engage with
Islamabad on it. PHC has pro-
posed to fly 160 Pakistani Hindu
pilgrims from Karachi to Jaipur
on Saturday. The assertion
comes days after Vankwani who
is a member of the National
Assembly from Pakistan Prime
Minister Imran Khan's ruling
party, urged India to issue visas

to a delegation of pilgrims to visit
the country as part of his faith
tourism initiative between the
two neighbours. 

Responding to a query, the
Ministry of External Affairs
Spokesperson Arindam Bagchi
said, "As you are aware, under
the 1974 Protocol between India
and Pakistan, visits to religious
shrines are being facilitated reg-
ularly. There is an interest on
both sides to expand the agreed
list of shrines and mode of
travel." It naturally needs to be
discussed under the protocol, he
said.

���0)�1("��.��� !�)+��!�,0���
�$��"�, ���((�� '���������

 ����	!���	��"����������������
7���:�
����	���������	�(��	���
4��	��	��"	'�'	!	���!	�.�	����
(���������'�������4��	����
�����M���	����������	��
�
���'��������	!���	��� ������
'�����������	�	�������)*G?�����
������
�����������	�����?G���	���	�
.	��	����������������������(����
�
��3������������(��	
��������	

����	3����������	���������
'��������'������������	���	������
	��������	���	���������	�
.	��	�����

(�����!��,����"����	������
�	�������������������3�6&

%������%��	����	�
�.�2$��������
���
	1>����������
�������
����������8

1��!�2"��-"0�( +�%"���$��"$�+���%"�'
�����3�4��$('����$����5�)��'$��)�)

%���#����!�"�������


	���
����	����


��	�� 7;8�:;6"&

The Centre on Friday said it has decided to convert as many
as 150 villages into 'Villages of Excellence' in 12 states with

technical assistance from the Israel government. Already, the Israel
government has established 29 Centre of Excellence (CoEs) in
12 states, which are producing more than 25 million vegetable
plants, over 3,87,000 quality fruit plants and can train more than
1.2 lakh farmers per year.  The 150 villages that are located around
CoEs will be converted into 'Villages of Excellence.' "Out of these,
75 villages are being taken up in the first year to commemorate
the 75th year of India's independence, where India and Israel will
work together," Union Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh
Tomar conveyed in a meeting with new Israeli Ambassador to
India Naor Gilon on January 27.Gilon said these CoEs are a great
example of cooperation between the two countries and proposed
the certification of CoEs to further enhance the standards and
quality of services being provided to the farmers.He also evinced
interest in further collaboration with agri-research body ICAR
and making available the latest technologies available with Israel.
Gilon also invited Tomar to visit Israel.
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New Delhi: Delhi experienced
a day full of bright sunshine on
Friday which put an end to a
streak of damp and cloudy
days. The Safdarjung
Observatory, considered the
official marker for the city,
recorded a maximum temper-
ature of 20.6 degrees Celsius,
two notches below normal. It
was after 19 days that the mer-
cury crossed the 20 degree-
Celsius mark in Delhi.The min-
imum temperature settled at 6.4
degrees Celsius, three notches
below normal.

Day temperatures are like-
ly to rise to 22 to 23 degrees
Celsius in the next few days

while night temperatures may
rise to 10 to 11 degrees Celsius
over the next few days, the
weather department said.
The capital had been recording
below normal maximum tem-
peratures since the second week
of January. The minimum tem-
peratures have been close to or
above normal. T h e r e
have been seven western dis-
turbances in Delhi this January
as against a normal of three to
four in the month.

Rains due to the western
disturbances increased mois-
ture in the air which led to
foggy conditions amid low tem-
peratures on most days.
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New Delhi: The Delhi High Court on
Friday asked the Centre to inform
whether it wishes to withdraw its 2017
affidavit in which it had submitted that
marital rape cannot be made a crim-
inal offence as it could become a phe-
nomenon which may destabilise the
institution of marriage and an easy
tool for harassing husbands.

A bench of Justices Rajiv
Shakdher and C Hari Shankar, which
has been conducting marathon hear-
ings on a batch of petitions seeking
criminalisation of marital rape, asked
Additional Solicitor General Chetan
Sharma to take instructions on this
aspect and listed the matter for
January 31.

The court's direction came after
advocate Karuna Nundy, representing
petitioner NGOs RIT Foundation
and All India Democratic Women's
Association, sought a clarification as
to whether she shall address on the
written submissions and affidavits

filed by the central government so far
or they are withdrawing it. T o
this, Justice Shakdher said, “Mr
Sharma take instructions on that as
well. What do you want? Monday.”

This assumes significance as the
Centre, in its affidavit filed in August
2017, had said the Supreme Court and
various High Courts have already
observed the rising misuse of Section
498A (harassment caused to a married
woman by her husband and in-laws)
of Indian Penal Code (IPC). It had
further said that marital rape has not
been defined in an statue or law and
while the offence of rape is defined
under section 375 IPC, defining mar-
ital rape would call for a broad based
consensus of the society.

However, in January, Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta told the high
court that it was considering a “con-
structive approach” to the issue and
has sought suggestions from several
stakeholders and authorities on com-

prehensive amendments to the crim-
inal law. He had said criminalisation
of marital rape involves “family issues”
as well as the dignity of a woman and
cannot be looked at from a “micro-
scopic angle” and sought some time
to respond with the government's
stand.

The bench, on January 24, grant-
ed 10 days to the Centre to come back
with its stand on the issue. T h e
court, which has been hearing the
pleas on a daily basis since January 10,
has concluded hearing the submis-
sions of petitioners, Delhi government
and some NGOs which have been
opposing the pleas. On Friday,
Sharma submitted that the petition-
ers should advance their rejoinder
arguments after the Centre places its
arguments before the court.

However, the bench said that
either the central government shall
start its submissions from January 31
or it would hear the rejoinder argu-

ments of petitioners. “ Yo u
are not starting so we will hear them.
What to do now? If you do not start,
we will hear them. Without you it is
not going anywhere. At least we will
hear Karuna Nundy and Colin
Gonsalves (counsel for petitioners),”
the bench said.

Sharma responded by saying there
was “no unseemly hurry” in the mat-
ter and the court has already granted
time to the Centre. To this, Justice
Shakdher shot back, “Please don't say
that. We have taken out our judicial
time on this, so don't say this and don't
enter on side issues. Let us have a dia-
logue on more substantial things,
which is the law.” “Take a week
after they have finished but at least
start. You can come back on that,” the
bench said. 

During the hearing, NGO, Men
Welfare Trust (MWT), which is
opposing the batch of petitions seek-
ing criminalisation of marital rape,

submitted that the Domestic Violence
Act was specifically promulgated for
recognizing spouse sexual violence.

Advocate Sai Deepak J, repre-
senting the NGO, submitted that the
immunity provided is to protect the
civil liberties of the husband, thanks
to the nature of the relationship.

He also clarified that the entity
which he represents is not against
recognition of spousal sexual violence
and claimed that some of the  news
reports have slightly misconstrued his
submissions. On this, the bench said
“by the time we finish, we will also face
flak.” Nundy also submitted that she
has received rape threats but she has
not talked about it.

MWT's counsel had earlier
argued that sexual intercourse
between  a husband and wife cannot
be treated at par with that in non-mar-
ital relationships as the issue of con-
sent cannot be divorced from the con-
text of a marriage. PTI
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The NIA on Friday filed a
chargesheet against eight

accused persons in ISIS Kerala
Module case. 

The eight chargesheeted
alleged ISIS terrorists are
Deepthi Marla alias Maryam,
Mohammad Waqar Lone alias
Wilson Kashmiri, Mizha
Siddeeque, Shifa Haris alias
Ayesha, Obaid Hamid Matta,
Madesh Shankar alias
Abdullah, Ammar Abdul
Rahiman and Muzamil Hassan
Bhat, the NIA said in a state-
ment. 
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ourselves. One-fifth of the
population in India has
become Mohammedan.
Whose fault is it? One of our
historians says in ever-mem-
orable language: “Why should
these poor wretches starve
and die of thirst when the
perennial fountain of life is
flowing by? The question is:
What did we do for these peo-
ple who forsook their own
religion? Why should they
have become
Mohammedan?”

To go back to Aurangzeb,
over two centuries after the
desecration, F Growse, the
magistrate of the district in the
1870s, felt that of all the
sacred places in India, none
enjoys greater popularity than
the capital of Braj, the holy
city of Mathura. For nine
months in the year, festival
follows upon festival in rapid
succession and the ghats and
temples are daily thronged by
new troops of way-worn pil-
grims. So great is the sancti-
ty of the spot that its pane-
gyrists do not hesitate to
declare that a single day spent
in Mathura is more meritori-
ous than a lifetime passed in
Benares. All this celebrity is
due to the fact of it being the
birthplace of lord Krishna.

In his Mathura: A District
Memoir, Growse has record-
ed his exhaustive survey of

Brajbhoomi. He was so over-
whelmed by the vandalism
that visited the area repeated-
ly that he wrote feelingly,
although his home was in far-
away England. To quote:
“Thanks to Muhammadan
intolerance, there is not a
single building of any antiq-
uity either in the city itself or
its environs. Its most famous
temple, which was dedicated
to Kesava Deva (Krishna), was
destroyed in 1669, the 11th
year of the reign of the icon-
oclast Aurangzeb. The
mosque (idgah) erected on its
ruins is a building of little
architectural value.”

Today, Balkrishna is wor-
shipped in a little room which
appears like a servant quarter
adjoining the back of the
idgah. Pathos can be experi-
enced by any visitor, whether
a devotee or otherwise. The
mischief with masjids extends
from Somnath in the west to
Adina mosque on the
Bangladesh border in the
east. The Adina mosque is sit-
uated on National Hiighway
No.34 near Gaur. On the
wall outside, distinct rem-
nants of Hindu deities are vis-
ible. One stone slab displays
Ganesh by the side of his con-
sort. Inside the mosque, the
stone work is equally con-
vincing that the original
building was a temple. There

has obviously been done a fair
amount of work on this place
of worship. Memoirs of Gaur
and Pandua by M Abid Ali
Khan, subsequently revised
by HP Stapleton, prove this.

A more recent work of
scholarship is entitled Mosque
Architecture of Pre-Mughal
Bengal by Dr Syed
Mahmudul Hasan. Evidently,
local legend as to who built
the Adina mosque and why,
appears to be incorrect.
According to scholars, it was
established by Sultan
Sikandar Shah between 1366
and 1374 AD. There is a dif-
ference of opinion, especial-
ly between JH Ravenshaw
and other scholars as to
whether Gaur, the famous
capital of medieval Bengal,
was older or whether Hazrat
Pandua, where Adina is locat-
ed, flourished earlier. The
significance of the controver-
sy is about how much rubble
from pre-Islamic edifices
could have been used. Dr
Hasan is impartial enough to
quote various scholars at
length, although he betrays
some unhappiness at the alle-
gation about the use of Hindu
materials.

(The writer is a well-
known columnist, an author
and a former member of the
Rajya Sabha. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Sir — For the Tatas, the original owners
of Air India, nothing can be greater delight
than the homecoming of the debt-laden,
yet the nation’s prestigious, air carrier after
nearly seven decades. Air India, which
gave wings to the nation, was much more
than a business venture to the country’s
biggest conglomerate. (‘Air India lands up
in Tatas’ hands’; January 28). From the first
operation from Karachi to Bombay in
October 1932, with JRD Tata steering a
Puss Moth aircraft, to seizing control of
Air India 89 years later, the Tata Group
has had a rollercoaster ride in Indian civil
aviation history.

While normally aircraft head back to
their original destinations after flying,
perhaps for the first time in aviation his-
tory has an airline company itself head-
ed back to its original roots. The skies
of independent India had long witnessed
the dominance of the country’s flagship
airliner, and perhaps they are eagerly
waiting to welcome the beginning of a
new era in India’s aviation ecosystem.
And the Maharaja, whose famous mous-
tache was designed by Bobby Kooka, a
close associate and friend of JRD Tata,
is truly back with a bang.

Ranganathan Sivakumar | Chennai
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Sir — We observe the International
Holocaust Remembrance Day on January
27 every year to mark the liberation of
Nazi Germany concentration camp,
Auschwitz Birkenau, from the historical
atrocities committed on Jews. This day
reminds us of the crimes committed by
Nazi Germany in concentration camps,
leading to about 1.1 million deaths
between 1940 and 1945. On this day, the
qualities of tolerance, equality, free
speech and human rights need to be
inculcated in this world beset by a num-
ber of challenges and inequalities. As the
holocaust memories fade in the mist of
time, anti-Semitic, religious and racial
intolerance are taking the centre stage.

Since the number of Holocaust sur-
vivors is showing a downward trend, the
younger generation must be made aware

of it so as to be able to separate facts from
falsehoods and hatred. Enlightening the
youth about the agony of Holocaust is a
tool that can spring them into action
against the scourge of hatred. When
Holocaust survivors’ memories become
ours, the future generations will avoid the
mistakes of their ancestors. Collective
memory has the propensity not just to
serve as a blueprint for the future but also
to rekindle the past memories and avoid
repeating mistakes.

Vijay Singh Adhikari | Nainital
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Sir —  Cricket is like a game of chess and
so every move counts in its shortest form.
Having lost the Test series in a one-day
fashion, we could have chalked out a
strategy to avoid the mistakes commit-
ted in the longest form of the game. The
blame game has started. It started from
the Kohli era but we blame Rahul for the

downfall. The ex-captain is enjoying his
cricket just like it is an outing in the park.
As the captain, he was sending flying kiss-
es to the pavilion and now, as a player,
he is doing a cradle celebration.

The batting standards have gone
down considerably, which forced such a
situation that the bowlers were put to test.
In the event of a small total to defend, most
of the time on the tour our strategy should
be to dismiss the opposition early. We lost
to South Africa 1-2 in Test matches and
0-3 in One-Day matches. As a result, we
sacked certain star bowlers as scapegoats.
How long can we bank on our home wins?
What is wrong with Indian cricket? Thus
India’s T-20 ranking is by far the best, com-
pared to Test (3rd) and ODI (4th) after the
debacle in South Africa.

Bal Govind |  Noida
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There is no doubt that
Hindus have had the
image of being soft and,
therefore, a useful

punching bag. It was overdue for
a firm stand to be taken as was
rightly done by TS Tirumurti,
the Indian permanent repre-
sentative to the United Nations,
very recently. Swami
Vivekananda was palpably aware
of the Hindu image having been
tarnished and there being a
Hindu phobia. Accorded a
tumultuous welcome upon his
return after making a great
name for himself and his faith
overseas, Swamiji gave a frank
explanation for why there was
Hindu phobia.

Sir Sankaran Nair, a member
of the Viceroy’s Council, in his
book called Gandhi and Anarchy
(published by Tagore &
Company; Madras, 1922), wrote:
“For sheer brutality on women,
I do not remember anything in
history to match the Malabar
rebellion. It broke out about the
20th of August (1921). Even by
the 6th of September, the results
were dreadful.” Gandhiji’s com-
ment which he wrote in Young
India of September 29, 1921:
“We have forgotten the divine
out of dying for our faiths with-
out retaliation… The Hindus
must have the courage and the
faith to feel that they can pro-
tect their religion in spite of
such fanatical eruptions.” He
warned the Government against
excessive repression of the
Moplahs. The ending of the
revolt was a matter not only of
urgency, but of simple human-
ity: “Be the Moplahs ever so
bad, they deserve to be treated
as human beings.”

Amongst Swami Dayanand’
successors, Swami
Shraddhananda was the most
successful in implementing
shuddhi. He was murdered in his
sick bed. Gandhi’s comment
was: “I have called Abdul Rashid
a brother and I repeat it. I do not
even regard him as guilty of
Swami’s murder. Guilty indeed
are those who excited feelings of
hatred against one another.”

The message of Vivekananda
was clear that many problems
have their roots in us. There is
no power in the universe to
injure us unless we first injure
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The Enforcement Directorate’s
raids on the house and business
premises of the relatives of
Punjab chief minister Charanjit

Singh Channi follows a set pattern being
followed by the central agencies for a
while now in poll-bound states.

“This will generate a lot of smoke, this
smoke will remain visible for a while but
it will have little or no adverse political
consequences for those who have been
targeted,” a leader in Punjab quipped on
the timing of the raids when elections
have been announced and the electoral
process has begun.

Those who are knee-deep into poli-
tics say that the ED or Income Tax raids
or any raid by a central agency hardly ben-
efits the BJP in the elections as the fire is
extinguished by those affected by the raid
the very next day by playing the victim
card to the hilt. The smoke too clears in
the next 3-4 days after the agencies give
an account of the recoveries and the dust
it generates settles down in a week.

So,  BJP in Punjab will have to rely
solely on the charisma of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the political guile of
two-time chief minister Amarinder Singh,
having a combined tenure of nine and a
half years in the top job of the state.

As we all know by now, Modi has a
great influence when it comes to some-
thing like presidential type elections
where he hardly has any political rivals
and easily towers over others. It happened
in 2014 and 2019 where the election was
clearly Modi versus the rest. Obviously the
combined “rest” was no match to Modi
and the results hardly had any element of
surprise. Not much has changed even in
2022 on this front.

However, at the same time, the
Assembly elections in several states clear-
ly showed that Modi alone cannot be the
face of BJP and it has to get that extra zing,
that extra person or an issue to ride home.
Even in the home state of the Prime
Minister, Gujarat, Congress did reason-
ably well despite the fact that Modi and
Home Minister Amit Shah hailed from
the same state. There were a string of loss-
es in states all over the country, suggest-
ing that local and regional leaders held on
their own in their home turfs.

In Chandigarh Municipal
Corporation elections, Modi was the only
face of the BJP in the polls and the party
could not win a majority despite ruling
the civic body for five years. It’s a differ-
ent matter that through political machi-
nations, it managed to get its “minority”
Mayor elected, though the Aam Aadmi
Party had two seats more than the BJP in
the House.

So in Punjab, it is unlikely that Modi
will have a big influence in the voting
process and outcome, whatever his sup-
porters say. The only rally he was sup-
posed to address before the polls were
announced, in Ferozepur, had to be can-
celed after the much-publicized security
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breach. Though the weather was
bad on that day and prevented
people from getting out, the low
presence at the rally ground sug-
gested that despite the repeal of the
three farm laws, BJP has still to
cross several more bridges to gain
the trust of the Punjabis. To bridge
that gap, one election is too short
a time. It will take a while and sus-
tained political efforts before BJP
comes with the right formulae and
local social engineering to get
going in Punjab.

As far as Amarinder Singh is
concerned, many in the state,
some even his supporters, now
believe that for him, forming
Punjab Lok Congress and aligning
with BJP is not a serious shot at
power but only an attempt to
ensure that Congress which he
feels humiliated him, is defeated.
Also, many in his old party believe
that Amarinder could well be
looking at fishing in troubled
waters with half a dozen MLAs in
a possible hung Assembly.

Without getting into ifs and
buts of what would happen after
the polling, it is clear that BJP
wants to have a roadmap of its own
in the Sikh majority state in the
near future. It was in alliance
with the Shiromani Akali Dal for
over two decades in the border
state and used to contest 20 seats
in the urban areas as a junior part-
ner. The two parties complement-

ed each other well-SAD, claiming
to put across Sikh point of view
while BJP the Hindu point of view
in a state which was badly affect-
ed by militancy in the 1980s and
early 1990s.

The now repealed three agri-
cultural laws changed the political
dynamics of the state and no one
either from the BJP or the SAD
could envisage the consequences
it would have on state politics
before the bills were conceptual-
ized and eventually passed. As Sikh
farmers from the state gathered at
Delhi borders in one of the most
visible non-violent protests in
decades, opposition to the farm
laws became a sort of mass move-
ment in Punjab which a party
could neglect only at its peril. SAD
took the initiative and parted ways
with its partner BJP and withdrew
its minister Harsimrat Kaur Badal
from the Modi Cabinet.

Even when BJP was in alliance
with SAD, particularly, during the
ten years of its rule (2007 to
20017), there were demands with-
in BJP to test electoral waters inde-
pendently. This chorus grew loud-
er since 2014 when Modi emerged
as a towering leader and BJP won
several state elections and changed
the political dynamics of the coun-
try. So, in 2022 it will be the first
time in decades that BJP would be
the big brother in the alliance with
Congress turncoat and PLC chief

Amarinder Singh and would con-
test 65 odd seats. If BJP manages
a decent show and the definition
of a decent outing would vary from
one leader to the other, a new
alignment could emerge in Punjab.
But given the fact that BJP has
been unable to grow in rural
Punjab due to multiple factors, it
looks like a long haul for the saf-
fron party at present.

Many in the SAD believe that
Amarinder Singh’s PLC is only a
one election wonder and they
have little or no differences with
BJP, more so when the reason for
their differences-Farm Acts-no
longer exists. So there would hard-
ly be much surprise if the SAD is
back in alliance with the BJP for
the 2024 Lok Sabha polls and a soft
understanding soon after the 2022
Assembly polls. In fact, none of the
two parties-SAD and BJP-are mak-
ing noises against each other in the
campaign, making it clear that
there is hardly any difference of
opinion amongst them. If BJP
does reasonably well in assembly
polls, it will then bargain for more
seats in the 2024 Lok Sabha polls
from SAD. That seems to be the
refrain of some BJP leaders as well
as an aging Captain Amarinder is
no guarantee for their future polit-
ical plans in the state and SAD
completes the Hindu-Sikh politi-
cal stereotype which helps BJP in
rest of the country as well.

(The writer is Senior
Resident Editor, The
Pioneer, Chandigarh.
The views expressed 

are personal.)

Solid Waste Management
Rules, 2016 brought in by
the Ministry of

Environment, Forests and
Climate Change ( MoEFCC) and
monitored by the Central
Pollution Control Board 
( CPCB) are having limited suc-
cess. Authorities right from the
Ministry of Urban Development,
CPCB, State pollution Control
Boards, Municipalities, and
Gram Panchayats have been
made accountable.
Implementation is mainly by
municipal authorities and gram
panchayats as per rules.
Segregation at source is the
mainstay of the Rules as has been
amply demonstrated by munic-
ipalities like Indore, making cit-
izens and institutions responsi-
ble for primary segregation.         

The ministries of of Urban
Development and Rural

Development are the main mon-
itoring agencies at the national
level.

Ministry of Chemicals and
Fertilizers, according to clause 7,
has to ensure market develop-
ment assistance and promotion
of city compost with chemical
fertilizers in the ratio of 3:4, but
the ministry has done nothing to
assist the municipalities and
gram panchayats, where com-
post is being produced.

Similarly, the Ministry of
Agriculture, as per clause 8, had
to set up labs for checking the
quality and propagation of com-
post on farmland, but it has done
little. Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) hardly monitors
State Pollution Control Boards
for implementation. Even Delhi
is not segregating waste as per
rules right under the nose of
CPCB. According to SWM Rules

2016, Clause 15 makes local
authorities responsible for solid
waste management. Except for
municipalities like Indore,
Ambikapur and a few others, no
municipality is following the
rules. Cities like Noida are final-
ly working on different types of
waste and segregation at
doorsteps but implementation is
insufficient even though City
managers like Salil Yadav worked
hard to implement and succeed-
ed partially. He has been trans-
ferred to Greater Noida

Industrial Development
Authority (GNIDA) to imple-
ment in the planned township of
Greater Noida.

GNIDA was fined Rs 2
crore by National Green Tribunal
in 2019 for not properly imple-
menting SWM 2016 rules. Since
then, it has taken action for
empanelment of private agencies
for bulk waste generators (apart-
ments) and has empaneled more
than 17 agencies in category 2 of
its notification.

Sources said three attempts
were made by GNIDA to
empanel vendors for colonies
but due to unfavourable condi-
tions such as unwillingness to
pay or pay very little, harassment
of sanitary workers and collec-
tors, the attitude of residents,
foiled the initiative. 

A look at the implementa-
tion of apartments and colonies

like Jalvayu Vihar, AWHO,
Gurjinder Vihar, Jaypee Greens,
La Residentia, NHPC Employee
colony, Greenwoods Society,
Ansal Golf Links, Gaur City 1 &
2 throws up interesting facts.

Jaypee  installed a com-
poster machine in July 2021, in
accordance with the  SWM
rules of GNIDA and Central
Government,  but the machine
had not worked properly due to
its vendor’s inadequacies.
Segregation at the residential
level was patchy at best. A per-
son from the machine maker
explained that it is a proper aer-
obic composter and not a burn-
ing machine as used in many
societies. Sources from GNIDA
informed that Jaypee had been
fined heavily on quite a few
occasions as waste was not
being processed and was picked
by a company, K waste, which

disposed of all wastes in landfills.
Penalty amount could not be
verified.  La Resdentia was ear-
lier a joint venture with
Amrapali. After being fined by
GNIDA they have bought the
machine and are finalizing the
vendor. In the case of Gaur City,
a huge residential complex, seg-
regation, and processing were
not visible.

AWHO, similar to Jaypee
Greens, has a very big aerobic
composter and a proper struc-
ture allotted and one of the first
to implement in 2019. It was
inaugurated by Deputy CEO of
GNIDA, but the machine is not
working since September 2021.
A source in the RWA office
informed that a company was
doing the composting till August
2021 but the RWA
Housekeeping committee and
the company had their differ-

ences and so, the company was
asked to wait till they try a new
vendor from September 2021.
But it has been months and nei-
ther the current vendor K Waste
nor the current RWA commit-
tee has taken action to rectify the
machine. The plant did not
have any workers and no evi-
dence of any waste management
work was seen. GNIDA has not
taken action against AWHO as
per rules. The earlier company
was not available for comments.

In the case of AWHO, one
RWA committee was the initia-
tor and the committee which
came later played the spoil-
sport and violator. GNIDA
sources informed they have
blacklisted certain vendors like
SVM, who were throwing waste
in landfills in Greater Noida or
even transported it to
Ghaziabad. 
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(The writer is Special
Correspondent, The Pioneer.

The views expressed 
are personal.)



.����10������� ���������� ���������  !"� #  

Script Open High Low LTP
RELIANCE 2365.00 2372.40 2329.00 2335.40
TATAPOWER 244.30 249.90 242.90 244.05
SBIN 534.10 536.30 521.20 523.35
TCS 3659.00 3729.00 3650.00 3690.25
ONGC 168.00 174.70 166.75 168.95
WIPRO 550.00 565.00 547.30 552.20
TATASTEEL 1106.80 1126.00 1080.75 1084.60
IRCTC 826.00 859.95 820.25 845.50
IDEA 10.90 11.30 10.70 10.80
BANKBARODA 104.30 106.45 102.70 103.25
TATAMOTORS 500.10 509.30 495.50 497.40
BAJFINANCE 6950.00 7044.00 6850.00 6870.50
HDFCBANK 1485.00 1486.35 1460.05 1463.30
KEI 1090.00 1126.95 1078.15 1089.15
INFY 1685.00 1727.10 1680.00 1685.25
BHARTIARTL 718.00 752.80 702.00 715.90
SUNPHARMA 812.20 842.50 812.20 827.25
TECHM 1447.70 1482.55 1406.40 1410.55
DIXON 4396.05 4555.20 4120.00 4388.05
INDUSINDBK 892.00 925.25 892.00 903.55
WELCORP 181.75 185.25 177.30 178.00
TATAELXSI 7040.00 7400.00 7026.45 7195.45
KOTAKBANK 1897.00 1956.00 1889.15 1898.20
LICHSGFIN 358.00 396.65 356.75 383.30
CANBK 242.25 243.95 236.65 238.85
RBLBANK 157.40 157.40 146.40 147.60
VEDL 331.00 335.75 323.25 327.70
ITC 215.45 219.20 215.30 217.55
AXISBANK 778.35 784.80 761.80 764.75
M&M 872.00 895.95 864.15 869.70
PNB 42.30 42.40 40.70 40.85
DEEPAKNI 2127.00 2280.00 2127.00 2220.90
ICICIBANK 818.00 818.00 778.80 781.10
MINDTREE 3665.00 3857.80 3638.35 3724.70
HCLTECH 1080.00 1101.65 1077.40 1080.50
MGL 815.50 830.40 813.45 813.80
SUZLON 11.94 12.01 11.31 11.38
BHEL 61.50 61.70 57.50 57.80
NATIONALUM 108.00 112.10 107.20 108.80
IBULHSGFIN 209.00 217.90 209.00 211.15
LAURUSLABS 433.20 505.80 433.20 499.50
BAJAJFINSV 15601.00 15780.00 15141.55 15200.00
YESBANK 13.59 13.78 13.32 13.37
MARUTI 8819.00 8915.15 8522.75 8553.20
COFORGE 4501.00 4825.50 4501.00 4713.20
TV18BRDCST 62.20 65.00 56.70 59.05
JUBLFOOD 3293.15 3444.90 3271.00 3304.80
APOLLOHOSP 4307.00 4564.00 4307.00 4484.45
DRREDDY 4233.45 4378.75 4179.35 4217.95
MMTC 57.20 57.20 54.70 55.55
ZEEL 286.55 292.70 284.05 285.60
JINDALSTEL 378.00 396.60 378.00 382.55
SAIL 97.85 100.40 97.10 97.40
TVSMOTOR 642.80 642.80 585.20 601.55
CSBBANK 239.00 245.50 235.00 239.10
GAIL 142.55 146.10 141.30 141.85
DMART 4112.00 4150.00 4050.00 4072.00
SRTRANSFIN 1253.00 1299.60 1235.90 1240.00
HDFC 2522.00 2556.00 2489.90 2518.50
SONACOMS 611.00 655.95 611.00 625.50
UNIONBANK 47.00 48.75 46.50 47.00
PVR 1574.15 1637.35 1542.80 1559.05
CIPLA 925.00 941.95 916.70 932.15
TATACHEM 918.90 956.25 918.90 942.60
KPITTECH 643.80 661.25 635.55 639.00
HINDUNILVR 2304.00 2317.85 2279.00 2283.00
ROUTE 1574.00 1695.00 1565.65 1610.05
LTI 5795.00 6094.05 5790.45 5906.90
INDUSTOWER 255.90 262.05 251.15 252.65
ULTRACEMCO 7140.00 7264.35 7093.95 7099.60
NTPC 141.00 143.85 138.05 140.20
INDHOTEL 200.90 211.70 200.90 207.30
ASIANPAINT 3134.95 3170.00 3103.55 3112.60
ALOKTEXT 30.60 32.45 30.50 31.05
IEX 230.50 238.00 230.50 232.60
BANDHANBNK 325.40 327.35 313.85 316.85
ADANIENT 1691.00 1743.20 1685.55 1694.70
LT 1913.55 1947.65 1892.00 1898.80
FEDERALBNK 100.65 102.70 99.55 100.15
INDIAMART 4630.00 4896.05 4581.75 4827.75
ASHOKLEY 131.15 135.30 130.05 130.95
HINDALCO 494.00 506.45 488.55 490.40
POONAWALLA 276.45 286.70 274.15 275.60
PFC 120.90 122.60 118.75 119.10
LTTS 4364.20 4650.00 4364.20 4582.95
ADANIPOWER 107.80 109.25 105.00 105.90
NAUKRI 4422.00 4579.60 4380.05 4413.25
CHAMBLFERT 458.00 468.95 427.75 431.70
SPICEJET 61.20 66.35 61.20 64.85
INDIGO 1865.00 1900.05 1826.10 1856.60
TITAN 2315.00 2377.05 2309.35 2316.00
BATAINDIA 1954.95 2089.30 1954.95 2075.25
NMDC 136.00 141.15 135.10 138.25
BSOFT 456.60 461.40 443.35 444.75
BPCL 382.50 393.25 381.55 382.95
PERSISTENT 4129.70 4358.75 4110.00 4286.50
ADANIPORTS 718.90 732.75 707.65 709.95
DELTACORP 274.15 282.90 274.15 275.75
INDIANB 147.10 151.85 146.45 150.15
IBREALEST 144.00 147.55 142.70 143.30
BANKINDIA 55.50 57.40 55.00 55.30
DIVISLAB 3939.00 4069.20 3931.00 3941.80
TATACOFFEE 215.90 225.70 210.90 212.85
EICHERMOT 2652.65 2745.95 2599.00 2609.30
GODREJPROP 1646.85 1704.10 1625.00 1633.85
CANFINHOME 584.00 641.10 580.15 619.15
IGL 393.30 406.25 393.05 394.45
SRF 2414.00 2483.00 2386.00 2400.50

HFCL 82.90 83.80 80.80 81.20
M&MFIN 158.45 166.95 157.85 161.20
PETRONET 211.60 218.10 211.60 214.95
CHOLAFIN 660.00 672.30 637.95 640.00
FINOLEXIND 173.50 176.00 169.55 170.10
HDFCAMC 2198.55 2249.90 2143.25 2186.25
BEL 205.50 211.00 205.30 207.05
OFSS 3475.00 3509.10 3391.80 3413.00
DLF 377.45 389.40 376.50 378.40
JSWSTEEL 635.00 645.55 625.95 627.95
HINDCOPPER 124.20 128.00 123.40 123.80
AFFLE 1225.00 1267.60 1201.50 1212.55
MANAPPURAM 153.85 160.20 153.85 157.00
PIDILITIND 2464.00 2516.00 2461.00 2473.75
ABB 2235.15 2314.80 2186.45 2278.75
INDIACEM 222.90 231.40 221.90 223.65
AUROPHARMA 615.00 637.75 615.00 625.30
IOC 123.85 127.05 123.55 124.10
INTELLECT 739.00 778.95 739.00 754.50
TRIDENT 61.00 63.70 60.10 60.40
L&TFH 73.30 76.20 72.80 74.60
UPL 780.00 806.05 778.00 790.55
GREAVESCOT 209.70 214.95 208.10 209.60
BALRAMCHIN 422.45 434.50 419.25 421.85
GRASIM 1719.85 1735.15 1691.85 1699.90
POWERGRID 218.30 218.30 209.40 210.15
SUNTV 471.15 501.25 471.15 494.75
HAVELLS 1145.75 1174.45 1136.40 1145.60
JUSTDIAL 902.75 937.00 885.00 896.15
IDFC 63.00 65.05 62.95 63.85
PEL 2305.00 2419.10 2305.00 2368.00
LUXIND 2854.05 2920.00 2762.95 2780.10

IDFCFIRSTB 46.50 47.50 46.40 46.60
IDBI 50.85 50.85 48.20 48.55
NLCINDIA 66.35 68.80 66.00 66.50
ZENSARTECH 407.90 424.00 405.00 409.10
NAVINFLUOR 3723.75 4033.15 3723.75 3864.05
AUBANK 1290.00 1299.05 1261.20 1270.70
TATAMTRDVR 254.40 257.20 250.05 250.65
REDINGTON 163.00 166.05 157.15 157.75
HINDPETRO 311.25 322.60 310.05 313.60
CENTRALBK 21.90 22.75 21.50 21.60
TANLA 1653.15 1735.80 1624.00 1695.00
HEROMOTOCO 2739.90 2753.30 2664.85 2671.65
WELSPUNIND 143.00 145.60 141.45 143.00
SBICARD 837.00 875.15 837.00 868.00
LUPIN 887.00 914.15 887.00 900.00
COALINDIA 161.20 164.95 161.00 161.90
PRESTIGE 500.00 500.00 473.20 478.35
ATUL 9411.00 10194.60 9411.00 9944.80
ADANIGREEN 1923.00 1956.00 1905.00 1931.25
HAPPSTMNDS 1100.00 1190.00 1100.00 1158.95
DEEPAKFERT 524.00 542.25 520.00 542.25
AARTIIND 974.00 1028.20 974.00 993.25
BAJAJ-AUTO 3520.00 3560.50 3485.50 3495.00
NETWORK18 85.95 85.95 83.15 84.20
AMBUJACEM 351.90 367.00 351.90 361.50
RECLTD 137.25 137.90 134.85 135.20
ABCAPITAL 119.00 121.80 117.85 118.15
GNFC 471.00 480.60 462.00 464.90
RAJESHEXPO 805.00 854.30 791.65 801.75
ASTRAL 2085.10 2145.45 2085.10 2100.00
HDFCLIFE 620.05 632.75 619.10 620.35
HAL 1433.95 1470.70 1406.05 1419.70
IIFL 320.00 329.05 312.20 318.50
MCX 1574.00 1608.00 1553.00 1565.45
ABFRL 291.00 295.50 285.15 287.30
FSL 151.15 158.90 149.60 151.20
INFIBEAM 46.05 47.60 45.05 46.45
TATACONSUM 704.50 729.65 704.50 718.95
NCC 72.40 76.40 72.15 74.50
TATACOMM 1293.55 1327.45 1260.70 1266.60
LALPATHLAB 2840.00 2921.95 2805.00 2828.50
TORNTPHARM 2723.95 2723.95 2621.00 2656.60
BIOCON 360.25 369.25 358.40 362.50
VOLTAS 1205.00 1205.00 1150.00 1157.00
TRENT 1025.00 1041.95 1008.65 1016.00
RVNL 35.85 36.75 35.55 35.70
GRAPHITE 493.80 506.05 484.10 488.85
BDL 493.25 500.00 476.05 484.85
APOLLOTYRE 218.70 223.70 214.50 214.75
PAGEIND 41050.00 43100.00 41050.00 41885.10
MINDAIND 996.15 1066.00 975.00 1058.00
IOB 21.10 21.50 20.90 21.20

APLAPOLLO 817.00 819.00 800.15 812.00
FORTIS 268.85 272.85 264.00 267.90
MFSL 903.05 945.30 895.70 919.20
ABBOTINDIA 16394.20 16494.10 15970.00 16065.60
GHCL 450.50 459.90 433.05 436.70
LAXMIMACH 11499.00 11585.70 10900.20 10995.00
RATNAMANI 1906.90 1936.05 1890.10 1908.00
EXIDEIND 175.00 178.80 174.70 175.30
BEML 1795.00 1882.15 1787.40 1793.70
POLYCAB 2460.00 2580.00 2460.00 2519.80
GRANULES 294.00 307.90 294.00 301.00
HEG 1598.80 1613.25 1521.90 1526.05
COLPAL 1400.00 1415.00 1391.15 1400.80
JSL 204.00 209.75 199.00 200.80
TRITURBINE 209.90 218.00 202.10 206.45
STLTECH 211.00 213.95 203.75 205.80
LXCHEM 434.00 448.30 432.15 433.40
METROPOLIS 2477.25 2562.95 2464.95 2523.85
MPHASIS 2988.95 3108.40 2979.15 3036.85
SBILIFE 1218.45 1237.50 1200.00 1206.20
PRAJIND 425.85 430.00 412.00 417.45
DALBHARAT 1691.65 1836.95 1680.30 1785.95
KPRMILL 666.00 678.55 645.40 665.20
CUB 143.10 147.30 142.85 143.10
MRPL 43.85 47.00 43.80 46.50
CADILAHC 387.85 402.30 386.50 396.05
OBEROIRLTY 905.00 925.55 890.10 895.00
ASAHIINDIA 565.00 589.00 563.55 569.60
POWERINDIA 3075.15 3271.40 3075.15 3214.25
STAR 375.00 400.85 375.00 392.25
GUJGAS 690.10 709.40 673.10 676.75
GLENMARK 478.00 496.60 478.00 487.60
CONCOR 621.00 647.75 620.45 636.45
RHIM 457.90 463.45 438.05 442.75
NBCC 46.75 47.55 46.20 46.50
UBL 1515.00 1574.05 1515.00 1546.45
ESCORTS 1865.00 1865.00 1830.25 1836.70
DABUR 530.75 542.35 530.75 533.90
IRFC 23.00 23.30 23.00 23.05
SOBHA 865.00 881.00 831.65 839.85
SPARC 314.15 323.00 310.85 314.70
SUNTECK 506.00 522.85 500.90 505.50
SIS 530.00 544.05 510.15 519.95
LEMONTREE 46.40 49.00 46.40 48.60
BOSCHLTD 16350.00 16642.85 16254.90 16294.30
ICICIGI 1375.00 1414.90 1368.05 1377.00
NAM-INDIA 324.00 338.80 323.20 335.85
THYROCARE 1059.45 1059.45 1004.05 1025.00
BURGERKING 132.45 135.40 131.40 134.25
GODREJCP 879.45 900.00 878.35 881.75
NESTLEIND 18410.00 18650.00 18330.60 18376.85
MASTEK 2602.50 2722.30 2602.45 2670.00
NOCIL 229.00 242.05 227.75 234.35
BERGEPAINT 724.00 739.15 719.00 725.00
BHARATFORG 729.15 748.25 723.10 726.65
SCHAEFFLER 8550.05 9095.25 8550.00 8760.00
ANGELONE 1421.00 1425.00 1395.00 1403.75
VAIBHAVGBL 495.00 502.85 456.35 463.70
ACC 2169.60 2237.80 2169.60 2214.25
JUBLINGREA 549.00 569.60 545.20 552.65
MUTHOOTFIN 1431.15 1485.90 1431.15 1444.85
HATHWAY 22.30 22.80 22.00 22.15
RADICO 1050.00 1115.25 1043.05 1075.95
CASTROLIND 121.90 126.20 120.70 125.55
HIKAL 383.00 418.95 382.80 401.80
CUMMINSIND 918.90 944.05 917.00 933.75
PIIND 2399.95 2405.10 2360.05 2368.35
GSFC 125.20 131.60 125.10 127.50
NHPC 30.00 30.45 29.65 29.75
LAOPALA 418.80 424.00 390.20 397.10
RAIN 218.50 222.70 216.90 217.35
JBCHEPHARM 1813.00 1817.95 1674.60 1762.50
SEQUENT 165.15 170.70 164.50 165.05
CENTURYTEX 869.00 886.95 847.05 850.65
CENTURYPLY 609.20 623.15 593.35 593.35
BRITANNIA 3520.00 3592.00 3496.00 3507.35
AMARAJABAT 608.00 621.25 603.65 614.50
FLUOROCHEM 2500.00 2619.80 2489.70 2540.25
CYIENT 930.00 948.00 911.90 912.55
RELAXO 1270.00 1298.35 1265.00 1270.00
MOTILALOFS 845.00 864.90 835.90 862.55
SCI 124.50 128.35 122.65 123.30
MRF 71030.00 72819.90 71030.00 71385.45
SWSOLAR 393.70 397.70 383.05 385.65
INOXLEISUR 394.80 412.20 388.45 391.30
BAJAJCON 186.00 186.00 179.75 180.40
OIL 232.75 237.50 229.75 230.40
JINDALSAW 104.35 108.65 104.35 105.15
ICICIPRULI 540.75 558.00 540.75 546.00
IPCALAB 993.00 1023.35 993.00 1012.10
PTC 94.30 97.55 94.30 94.55
TCIEXP 2006.00 2018.60 1833.90 1914.00
MARICO 465.00 475.60 462.20 471.00
BAJAJELEC 1143.95 1167.85 1120.60 1145.50
RCF 79.00 80.45 78.25 78.60
DCMSHRIRAM 1170.00 1170.00 1115.00 1126.80
PCBL 237.00 237.65 231.10 232.90
IOLCP 426.85 444.60 426.85 431.40
LODHA 1319.00 1326.00 1263.20 1280.00
CROMPTON 409.00 422.00 409.00 414.55
IRB 244.00 246.35 238.60 242.05
GESHIP* 320.50 326.00 307.80 310.80
BALKRISIND 2222.90 2332.45 2222.90 2255.20
CAMS 2679.95 2732.00 2671.00 2685.15
CESC 84.30 85.60 84.30 84.60
ECLERX 2400.00 2446.40 2308.10 2308.60
CCL 464.00 469.00 441.85 448.10
TORNTPOWER 544.05 554.00 537.55 541.50
TATAINVEST 1495.00 1556.05 1474.65 1485.00

MAHABANK 21.20 21.45 20.90 21.00
SHREECEM 24054.35 24578.95 23982.70 24129.55
SIEMENS 2289.85 2332.00 2269.35 2276.65
MAHLOG 641.70 642.05 584.00 587.20
WHIRLPOOL 1790.05 1872.75 1790.05 1828.75
COROMANDEL 768.00 793.10 763.15 790.00
KNRCON 305.00 307.45 301.05 302.20
GLAND 3416.60 3422.05 3286.00 3327.60
ALLCARGO 341.65 349.45 328.70 328.70
UJJIVANSFB 19.60 19.60 17.65 19.15
TEAMLEASE 4005.90 4370.45 4005.90 4160.00
UCOBANK 13.44 13.59 13.35 13.50

SYNGENE 565.35 572.85 556.55 567.75
LINDEINDIA 2698.85 2750.00 2697.00 2712.10
VAKRANGEE 39.40 40.25 39.05 39.50
GICRE 136.00 141.80 136.00 138.95
TIINDIA 1697.75 1708.35 1652.00 1661.25
JSWENERGY 300.85 306.85 292.20 295.80
MINDACORP 208.70 210.35 200.00 201.25
HINDZINC 318.90 319.40 314.60 315.25
GSPL 293.90 303.95 293.90 299.70
TTML 157.45 157.45 157.45 157.45
ENGINERSIN 68.75 70.20 68.55 69.10
JKCEMENT 3295.00 3359.30 3235.00 3263.15
GUJALKALI 709.95 724.95 684.20 694.80
GPPL 95.90 102.25 95.00 98.70
SHRIRAMCIT 1809.95 1879.00 1770.35 1785.55
UTIAMC 979.95 1011.65 956.15 968.65
WOCKPHARMA 393.55 406.00 392.50 395.60
BALAMINES 3110.00 3247.20 3091.00 3190.00
APLLTD 715.00 755.00 715.00 746.30
AARTIDRUGS 506.00 507.40 495.00 496.85
AEGISLOG 206.50 212.35 204.55 206.00
JKTYRE 138.60 138.60 133.35 135.00
VARROC 401.00 420.00 399.05 402.25
DBL 365.95 366.80 356.50 358.05
VTL 2402.65 2454.20 2388.30 2394.15
ALKYLAMINE 3326.05 3463.80 3326.05 3360.60
SAREGAMA 4700.75 4750.00 4506.60 4506.60
ADANITRANS 2026.00 2055.00 1960.00 1975.70
IRCON 45.15 45.45 44.65 45.05
JKPAPER 213.65 219.55 212.75 213.65
HUDCO 40.90 41.45 40.50 40.75
ISEC 704.60 726.20 704.60 725.80
FINEORG 3668.00 3920.00 3668.00 3805.95
PNBHOUSING 433.00 440.50 426.55 432.10
RAMCOCEM 859.70 870.60 848.60 849.00
KEC 477.05 503.40 476.50 500.00
ELGIEQUIP 322.60 331.80 310.55 311.75
RESPONIND 197.30 198.65 195.10 198.00
CARBORUNIV 830.00 863.80 828.30 846.85
SJVN 30.45 30.55 30.00 30.10
VBL 875.00 900.45 872.05 887.10
JAMNAAUTO 107.90 109.05 104.20 105.25
AJANTPHARM 2234.25 2255.25 2160.00 2170.25
TATAMETALI 822.25 842.40 814.70 824.65
BAJAJHLDNG 5130.00 5166.40 5076.40 5130.25
ALKEM 3365.00 3460.45 3365.00 3417.85
VIPIND 557.05 574.50 557.05 561.45
GODREJAGRO 523.00 538.90 523.00 535.15
SKFINDIA 3935.00 3935.00 3660.00 3675.10
VINATIORGA 1990.00 2045.90 1943.35 1953.80
VENKYS 2679.90 2679.90 2548.90 2553.55
PHOENIXLTD 955.00 967.10 935.20 945.00
JUBLPHARMA 534.50 534.50 518.50 523.75
PNCINFRA 287.85 296.00 287.50 288.65
EDELWEISS 69.25 69.90 68.20 69.15
SOLARA 960.00 987.70 960.00 970.70
SUMICHEM 376.80 384.80 376.80 380.35
HATSUN 1024.65 1099.00 1024.60 1059.70
KRBL 236.95 239.60 233.25 234.10
NH 642.40 655.95 635.05 636.70
CERA 4688.95 4813.15 4688.95 4790.00
RALLIS 255.00 261.55 255.00 256.50
MAXHEALTH 378.35 378.35 368.50 368.50
KALYANKJIL 65.90 67.25 65.90 66.30
KAJARIACER 1287.10 1320.00 1285.20 1318.40
ATGL 1840.00 1865.00 1800.00 1834.00
HAWKINCOOK 5751.15 5975.05 5751.15 5852.25
SUPREMEIND 2139.20 2139.20 2066.25 2088.10
ASTERDM 188.20 190.00 183.75 185.00
DCBBANK 83.25 85.55 83.25 84.60
THERMAX 1996.65 2000.55 1955.00 1960.00
PRSMJOHNSN 135.80 143.00 135.80 141.00
ANURAS 1004.00 1004.00 972.15 978.65
FINCABLES 490.30 513.60 490.30 505.00
CHALET 242.15 243.60 234.00 234.65
BRIGADE 477.45 488.80 471.75 473.75
SONATSOFTW 817.70 832.50 814.95 827.45
EIDPARRY 469.90 484.00 466.10 470.25
GODFRYPHLP 1100.20 1193.25 1098.60 1128.00

SOLARINDS 2400.00 2443.10 2400.00 2435.30
BLUEDART 6754.15 6840.00 6656.70 6730.25
JMFINANCIL 72.70 72.70 71.25 71.75
BIRLACORPN 1359.00 1377.20 1321.00 1321.00
BASF 3151.40 3175.10 3095.00 3101.00
EQUITAS 110.90 111.20 108.40 110.05
SHYAMMETL 334.50 335.80 328.45 332.85
DHANUKA 732.00 760.00 732.00 760.00
AVANTI 618.00 618.75 604.85 608.00
PRINCEPIPE 683.50 694.00 679.15 687.45
KANSAINER 570.30 576.25 566.45 570.65
MOIL 170.80 174.25 170.80 171.50
AMBER 3140.00 3253.30 3140.00 3174.15
JKLAKSHMI 570.10 674.00 560.50 563.35
WABCOINDIA 8149.95 8230.30 7920.85 7960.00
KALPATPOWR 403.00 405.55 393.10 394.50
ERIS 712.90 725.05 694.50 695.80
HONAUT 42950.00 43165.20 41701.00 41990.00
MASFIN 515.00 517.40 497.00 501.50
EMAMILTD 479.90 496.80 479.90 489.80
SANOFI 6997.05 7335.00 6995.00 7261.80
NATCOPHARM 910.00 910.00 858.00 900.00
QUESS 730.00 744.20 712.35 717.80
GODREJIND 623.80 628.60 613.80 623.10
PFIZER 4445.90 4543.15 4439.00 4488.60
GMM 4678.00 4912.95 4678.00 4857.40
GRINDWELL 1860.05 1912.80 1834.45 1844.00
GALAXYSURF 3154.60 3160.00 3095.00 3114.65
PGHH 14711.25 14935.00 14386.20 14510.00
CEATLTD 1090.00 1107.45 1080.00 1088.05
CREDITACC 614.00 614.00 591.45 591.45
UFLEX 516.60 520.20 509.00 512.40
EIHOTEL 135.00 140.00 134.85 136.15
JSLHISAR 392.80 403.95 383.45 390.55
ORIENTELEC 345.95 347.70 337.05 342.50
BLUESTARCO 882.00 897.15 866.40 873.80
GARFIBRES 3083.10 3153.15 3018.40 3153.15
ROSSARI 1157.00 1211.00 1157.00 1180.00
ENDURANCE 1575.00 1602.80 1567.25 1582.35
POLYMED 912.90 917.75 891.25 891.25
SFL 3298.90 3349.25 3174.50 3221.25
ASTRAZEN 2859.95 2874.30 2805.55 2811.00
SPANDANA 335.00 345.40 335.00 337.05
MHRIL 208.45 214.60 206.05 206.05
KIMS 1383.55 1403.40 1350.25 1352.00
ADVENZYMES 315.00 319.90 310.80 312.75
TTKPRESTIG 948.60 973.90 944.75 950.15
IIFLWAM 1527.00 1579.90 1507.65 1508.05
SUDARSCHEM 588.60 591.05 574.05 576.35
DCAL 189.20 197.00 189.20 195.60
SUPPETRO 733.00 733.00 704.65 712.30
AAVAS 2850.20 2904.60 2798.05 2891.00
KSCL 555.25 567.30 551.05 552.65
MAZDOCK 268.85 271.40 265.30 266.80
NIACL 138.90 142.60 137.20 138.90
PGHL 5078.25 5153.95 5050.00 5086.00
GLAXO 1638.55 1643.70 1590.10 1600.15
SYMPHONY 1006.00 1009.65 990.00 995.50
JYOTHYLAB 139.50 139.65 137.65 139.00
MAHSCOOTER 3662.10 3701.55 3611.70 3636.95
EQUITASBNK 55.50 56.45 54.70 55.10
MIDHANI 187.70 187.70 182.30 182.50
BCG 180.45 180.45 180.45 180.45
SUVENPHAR 506.70 517.20 506.70 506.90
GILLETTE 5270.00 5288.60 5223.10 5246.05
CRISIL 2755.40 2786.15 2732.45 2766.45
VGUARD 218.75 218.75 214.65 215.60
INDOSTAR 246.40 259.25 235.00 240.00
SHILPAMED 513.65 530.90 510.25 514.80
VMART 3690.00 3851.30 3690.00 3735.05
IFBIND 1114.70 1120.00 1069.35 1071.00
CHOLAHLDNG 709.25 713.80 690.50 697.20
HEIDELBERG 224.85 226.20 221.10 221.10
MAHINDCIE 212.45 214.25 210.10 212.30
PSB 17.50 17.70 16.80 17.40
AIAENG 1862.85 1888.80 1831.00 1887.20
EPL 187.00 192.50 187.00 189.20
SUNDRMFAST 861.90 862.00 830.00 835.15
FDC 291.20 291.70 284.05 284.75
STARCEMENT 95.10 95.85 94.10 94.45
SWANENERGY 167.15 171.30 157.00 165.50
BAYERCROP 5163.50 5192.80 5096.40 5124.30
3MINDIA 24207.30 24803.40 23965.35 24374.45
BBTC 1075.75 1102.20 1075.75 1081.50
RITES 271.00 273.75 267.00 268.10
GULFOILLUB 473.30 473.30 456.00 460.30
INDOCO 404.00 406.80 398.85 404.95
TIMKEN 1949.35 1997.95 1944.55 1952.45
CAPPL 835.50 835.50 800.85 803.90
NESCO 579.60 584.45 570.00 570.00
AKZOINDIA 1950.00 1963.90 1931.60 1936.85
ZYDUSWELL 1717.00 1751.20 1706.40 1719.05
RUCHISOYA 842.45 847.80 836.80 841.90
TCNSBRANDS 735.55 744.85 721.05 726.70
ITDC 399.00 399.00 379.65 381.95
TASTYBIT 13054.40 13150.00 12681.05 12820.05
KSB 1226.45 1253.40 1226.45 1230.05
COCHINSHIP 340.00 343.85 340.00 340.65
MAHLIFE 245.90 250.90 244.25 246.65
JCHAC 1882.55 1882.55 1811.20 1832.00
KIOCL 247.80 253.30 245.15 245.70
NILKAMAL 2350.00 2430.80 2326.00 2351.30
ITI 114.80 116.45 114.35 114.45
SUNCLAYLTD 3935.00 3935.00 3805.00 3805.05
VSTIND 3136.90 3162.45 3125.55 3146.00
INDIGOPNTS 2009.95 2009.95 1950.00 1960.55
CGCL 538.25 550.00 534.00 534.00
ESABINDIA 3179.75 3249.95 3161.00 3165.00
WESTLIFE 495.00 495.00 489.00 491.40
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50 17208.30 17373.50 17077.10 17101.95 -8.20
NTPC 140.00 144.00 138.00 140.25 5.25
UPL 778.00 806.50 777.55 791.10 19.15
SUNPHARMA 816.00 842.90 812.10 829.45 17.35
TATACONSUM 706.50 729.90 706.50 718.50 12.55
INDUSINDBK 897.00 925.75 895.00 903.70 15.60
ONGC 167.55 174.70 166.25 168.50 2.80
M&M 864.40 896.00 860.40 871.00 12.95
IOC 123.30 127.05 123.30 124.50 1.80
BHARTIARTL 714.90 754.00 701.65 717.00 9.75
ITC 215.10 219.25 215.10 217.50 2.90
WIPRO 550.10 564.95 546.65 552.00 7.25
TCS 3646.00 3729.80 3646.00 3697.85 48.60
BRITANNIA 3494.15 3595.00 3494.15 3530.00 35.85
COALINDIA 160.60 165.00 160.60 161.90 1.35
GRASIM 1700.00 1736.35 1691.05 1700.00 12.95
TATAMOTORS 500.50 509.35 495.30 497.30 2.90
TITAN 2313.00 2377.80 2308.00 2321.10 11.05
BPCL 384.95 393.50 381.35 383.95 1.75
JSWSTEEL 631.00 645.90 625.55 629.00 2.90
INFY 1681.00 1727.55 1679.50 1685.80 7.20
HDFC 2513.70 2556.80 2488.70 2513.10 9.75
DIVISLAB 3941.00 4070.00 3930.15 3954.50 14.65
SHREECEM 23943.90 24597.80 23943.90 24050.00 88.20
CIPLA 926.55 942.00 917.45 930.60 3.00
ADANIPORTS 713.00 732.80 707.50 711.20 2.10
HCLTECH 1079.00 1102.20 1077.25 1080.90 3.15
HINDALCO 493.05 506.60 488.45 490.10 0.95
BAJFINANCE 6961.05 7045.60 6845.00 6848.00 11.00
KOTAKBANK 1895.00 1956.90 1888.65 1891.30 2.05
ASIANPAINT 3130.00 3170.00 3103.00 3119.00 2.05
NESTLEIND 18400.00 18649.00 18328.25 18389.05 3.60
HDFCLIFE 621.35 632.90 619.05 621.40 -0.10
ULTRACEMCO 7120.90 7266.40 7094.00 7097.00 -3.70
RELIANCE 2365.00 2375.90 2328.40 2336.00 -2.10
BAJAJ-AUTO 3505.00 3562.30 3485.10 3496.25 -4.85
TATASTEEL 1105.85 1125.75 1080.95 1086.00 -2.35
HINDUNILVR 2294.60 2318.70 2278.05 2285.45 -9.90
SBILIFE 1210.00 1237.75 1201.00 1204.00 -7.65
LT 1916.10 1948.00 1891.30 1897.85 -13.00
DRREDDY 4248.80 4380.00 4175.45 4225.00 -31.35
HDFCBANK 1477.50 1486.70 1460.00 1463.25 -11.70
EICHERMOT 2655.20 2747.00 2598.90 2618.00 -25.85
SBIN 534.00 536.40 521.40 523.30 -5.65
BAJAJFINSV 15601.00 15787.65 15150.00 15190.00 -169.85
AXISBANK 778.10 784.70 761.50 764.00 -9.85
HEROMOTOCO 2720.20 2755.00 2663.05 2674.00 -41.00
ICICIBANK 803.75 805.85 778.50 782.00 -12.65
POWERGRID 217.50 217.50 209.25 210.95 -3.90
TECHM 1446.00 1482.90 1406.25 1409.00 -36.60
MARUTI 8795.00 8930.00 8522.35 8537.15 -283.05

SE 500B

�����	�
��	��

SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY NEXT 50 40591.65 41314.60 40556.85 40633.20 333.90
APOLLOHOSP 4346.00 4565.00 4335.25 4480.00 187.75
NMDC 136.35 141.15 135.00 138.45 4.25
CADILAHC 385.15 402.70 385.10 396.35 11.95
SBICARD 841.40 875.55 841.40 869.45 25.05
LTI 5760.00 6094.00 5760.00 5910.10 164.40
PEL 2320.00 2419.95 2315.00 2365.00 59.60
AUROPHARMA 619.20 638.00 612.40 624.50 15.70
AMBUJACEM 354.40 367.10 353.00 360.10 8.45
HDFCAMC 2174.90 2251.40 2141.80 2190.00 49.25
JUBLFOOD 3298.40 3445.00 3269.70 3317.00 73.95
ACC 2179.90 2238.55 2173.85 2214.75 47.05
MARICO 463.45 475.60 462.00 472.50 9.25
JINDALSTEL 380.00 396.75 380.00 382.50 7.00
BERGEPAINT 720.00 739.45 719.50 726.95 12.75
HINDPETRO 310.15 322.60 310.00 313.50 5.20
DLF 376.50 389.50 376.20 380.00 5.85
MCDOWELL-N 852.00 875.40 845.75 855.00 12.90
LUPIN 893.40 922.00 889.20 900.50 12.40
ADANIGREEN 1945.00 1957.00 1904.95 1936.00 25.75
DABUR 533.25 542.50 531.10 535.45 6.40
SAIL 97.65 100.40 97.15 97.45 1.05
PIDILITIND 2461.90 2517.00 2461.00 2485.00 24.10
INDUSTOWER 254.50 262.40 251.00 252.05 2.45
BIOCON 361.40 369.40 358.30 362.90 3.50
BOSCHLTD 16290.00 16650.00 16262.50 16360.00 127.05
MUTHOOTFIN 1440.50 1486.00 1430.55 1443.85 8.30
COLPAL 1392.00 1415.70 1390.55 1402.00 7.85
ADANIENT 1702.50 1744.10 1683.95 1694.00 8.00
GAIL 142.15 146.20 141.30 141.75 0.45
ICICIPRULI 545.10 558.00 541.25 544.50 1.15
IGL 395.00 406.40 393.00 393.80 0.80
SIEMENS 2290.70 2333.10 2268.90 2283.00 4.30
GODREJCP 885.95 900.10 877.65 880.95 1.55
DMART 4130.00 4150.90 4046.00 4070.00 6.70
PIIND 2374.05 2407.70 2360.00 2376.00 2.50
NAUKRI 4420.25 4581.60 4380.00 4396.00 1.85
VEDL 330.90 335.90 323.15 327.85 -0.35
INDIGO 1869.00 1901.25 1826.00 1860.35 -2.25
HAVELLS 1151.00 1174.95 1135.65 1143.50 -1.75
BAJAJHLDNG 5121.00 5170.80 5079.75 5101.90 -10.20
ICICIGI 1366.00 1415.80 1366.00 1369.10 -4.10
BANKBARODA 104.45 106.50 102.75 103.15 -0.35
PGHH 14703.35 14950.00 14380.05 14530.00 -63.90
TORNTPHARM 2705.00 2718.00 2620.30 2659.00 -24.50
PNB 42.10 42.40 40.70 40.75 -0.40
YESBANK 13.55 13.80 13.30 13.40 -0.15
BANDHANBNK 324.40 327.50 314.00 317.25 -5.10
ADANITRANS 2000.00 2075.00 1960.00 1977.20 -32.10
CHOLAFIN 660.80 672.65 638.00 638.75 -16.15
GLAND 3409.85 3431.85 3285.00 3285.00 -94.25

Mumbai: Warning that any
sudden and sharp fiscal con-
solidation steps can throttle the
nascent and uneven recovery of
the Indian economy, a Wall
Street brokerage has said the
Budget should instead focus on
boosting overall demand, from
rural consumption in particu-
lar, and invest more in infra-
structure.

The successive waves of the
pandemic has made it more dif-
ficult to reduce government
debt as a share of GDP in the
medium-term, said Goldman
Sachs in a pre-Budget note.

It thus pencilled in a grad-
ual fiscal consolidation with
FY23 falling by 50 basis points

to 6.3 per cent from 6.8 per cent
in FY22, and set a target of
bringing it down to 4.5 per cent
by FY26.  The brokerage
believes that even though allo-
cation for COVID  related
expenses will come down, the
government will have to con-
tinue to focus on welfare spend-
ing and also expects capex to
increase 12 per cent. But the
higher spending will most like-
ly be financed by higher tax rev-
enue in FY23 and deferred
asset sales from the current year,
helping reduce the deficit.

It also sees the general gov-
ernment fiscal deficit falling to
9.3 per cent of GDP in FY23
from 10.1 per cent in FY22 on

the back of stronger nominal
GDP growth.

If the Budget removes cap-
ital gains tax and withholding
tax on foreign bond invest-
ments in the country, India
will likely be included in the
global bond index by Q4 of 2022
and this can help the country
attract an additional USD 30 bil-
lion inflows in 2023, which
again will lead to lower deficit.

Gross tax collections in the
first eight months of FY22 rose
to 70 per cent of budget esti-
mates which is the highest in the
last 10 years. Direct taxes have
grown 66 per cent on-year, led
by income and corporate tax
growth while indirect taxes

have grown 39 per cent driven
by buoyant GST and excise
duties on fuel prices.

The report expects gross
tax revenue to overshoot bud-
get estimates by about 1.1 per
cent of GDP in FY22 and non-
tax revenue to be higher by 0.1
per cent of GDP driven by
increased dividends from the
RBI and higher deferred pay-
ments from telcos. 

The report expects the
divestment shortfall to be
around 0.6 per cent of GDP and
taking all this into considera-
tion, total receipts  to be high-
er by only 20 basis points of
GDP in FY22 over budget esti-
mate. PTI
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The  Swadeshi Jagaran
Manch has said that taxing

the beedi industry at par with
sin tax levied on the cigarette
manufacturers has internal
security imperatives especially
in the Naxal-hit States.

As many 95 lakh people,
including 85 lakh tribal
women, mostly in Naxal-hit
States are directly engaged in
beedi rolling and the industry
provides employment to anoth-
er three-and-a-half crore more
people, like those engaged in
collection of tendu leaves.

“These women in the
impoverished regions sustain
their families through earnings
at their homes generated from
beedi rolling, essentially a cot-
tage industry in which the raw
materials are provided to the
workers at their homes on a
daily or weekly basis,” SJM
Co-convenor Dr Ashwini
Mahajan said on
Thursday. While in the long

term winding up the industry
could be a desirable option but
not before providing sustain-
able alternate employment
opportunities to those engaged
in the beedi industry, he said.

Stating that even the
Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh, an
affiliate of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh, has
backed handling of the beedi
industry in right perspective, he
said there is need to undertake
scientific studies to ascertain

the health hazards of smoking
beedis and till then decisions
should not be based on narra-
tives of certain lobbies like
cigarette industry or NGOs
backed by them. “The issue of
employment of women in
mostly backward regions must
be balanced with public health
as women participation is max-
imum in the beedi industry,” he
said. The beedi industry, unlike
the cigarette industry, does not
have lobbies to protect its inter-
ests, he said and justified his
backing for the make in India
cottage industry. “Even Home
Ministry reports have suggest-
ed that there are foreign lobbies
working against the beedi
industry and thereby hitting
local Indian interests. This has
also led to cancellation of
FCRA licences of certain
NGOs,” he said.

Higher taxes on beedis also
lead to increased smuggling of
Chinese cigarettes, further adding
to New Delhi’s trade imbalance
with Beijing. Higher taxes on
beedis also lead to increased con-
sumption of non-smoking prod-
ucts which pose a higher health
risk to the consumers, he said,
demanding reduction in the
GST imposed on the beedis at the
rate of 28 percent. He also
demanded that beedis should be
kept out of the purview of the
Cigarettes and Other Tobacco
Products Act (COTPA) and
backed innovations to exploit
export potential of the home-
grown  product.
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J.B. Chemicals &
Pharmaceuticals Limited

(JBCPL), one of the fastest
growing pharmaceutical com-
panies in India, on Friday
announced that it will acquire
brands for the India market
from Sanzyme Private Limited
(Sanzyme), a leading player in
the probiotics and reproductive
health segment in the country. 

The transaction is valued at
Rs  628 crore and is expected
to be completed in the next two
weeks subject to customary
closing formalities. Sanzyme,
ranked amongst the top five
probiotics players in the coun-
try, is engaged in the manu-
facture, distribution and mar-
keting of specialty probiotics
formulations, infertility man-
agement products and
nutraceuticals products. 
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The Union Ministry of Labour has considered the long pend-
ing demands of the Indian Railway Mall Godam Workers’

Union by approving the registration of workers on the e-shram
portal paving a way for recognition of the railways mall godam
workers across India. 

In view of this, the Indian Railway Mall Godam Workers
Union held meetings with railway mall godam workers and their
families at various places across India from January 26-28 to solve
the problems and demands  like all the Railway Good shed work-
ers need to provide a fixed contract for “Wages”, proper to “Wage
Receipt” for preventing corruption, as per “Ayushman Bharat”
all workers should have proper basic amenities like drinking water,
proper restroom, canteen at railway shed, free medication for
workers and their families, accidental insurance, rail pass etc
besides Pension benefits and job replacement for their family
member in case of any mishappening. 

Spokesman for the organisation Parimal Kanti Mondal said
Ministry of Labour has led our Mall Godam workers to a new
direction in life by giving them the identity.

Chief Labour Commissioner DPS Negi encouraged the work
done by the Mall Godam workers and their families.
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Mumbai: Worried over rising
incidence of cyber frauds, the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on
Friday issued a public notice ask-
ing people to follow safe digital
banking practices to prevent any
possible financial loss.

Observing that unscrupu-
lous elements are defrauding
people by using innovative
modus operandi, including social
media techniques and mobile
phone calls, the RBI urged the
members of public to take all due
precautions while carrying out
digital financial transactions.

"... The Reserve Bank cau-

tions members of public to be
aware of fraudulent messages,
spurious calls, unknown links,
false notifications, unauthorised
QR codes, etc. Promising help in
securing concessions/ expediting
response from banks and finan-
cial service providers in any
manner," the central bank said.
Fraudsters attempt to get confi-
dential details like user id, login/
transaction password, OTP (One
Time Password) as well as debit/
credit card details and other
personal information.

The RBI has highlighted
some of the typical modus

operandi being used by fraudsters
like Vishing, Phishing, and
Remote Access. "RBI
urges the members of public to
practice safe digital banking by
taking all due precautions while
carrying out any digital (online/
mobile) banking/ payment trans-
actions. These will help in pre-
venting financial and/ or other
loss to them," the notice said.

Vishing refers to phone
calls pretending to be from bank/
non-bank e-wallet providers/
telecom service providers in
order to lure customers into
sharing confidential details in the

pretext of KYC-updation,
unblocking of account/ SIM-
card, and crediting debited
amount. Phishing means
spoofed emails and/ or SMSes
designed to dupe customers into
thinking that the communication
has originated from their bank/
e-wallet provider and contain
links to extract confidential
details. 

By using Remote Access,
fraudsters lure customer to
download an application on their
mobile phone/ computer which
is able to access all the customers'
data on that customer device. PTI
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Russia’s top diplomat said
Friday that Moscow will

not start a war in Ukraine but
warned that it wouldn’t allow
the West to trample on its secu-
rity interests, amid fears it is
planning to invade its neighbor.

U.S. President Joe Biden
warned Ukraine’s leader a day
earlier that there is a “distinct
possibility” that Russia could
take military action against
the former Soviet state in
February.

“There won’t be a war as far
as it depends on the Russian
Federation, we don’t want a
war,” Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov said in a live interview
with Russian radio stations.
“But we won’t let our interests
be rudely trampled on and
ignored.”

Tensions have soared in
recent weeks, and United States
and its NATO allies warily
eyed a buildup of more than
100,000 Russian troops near
Ukraine, worrying that
Moscow was preparing to
attack. Russia has repeatedly
denied having any such plans,
but has demanded that NATO
promise Ukraine will never be
allowed to join and that alliance
roll back deployments of troops

and military equipment in
Eastern Europe. The U.S. and
NATO formally rejected those
demands this week, though
Washington outlined areas
where discussions are possible,
offering hope that there could
be a way to avoid war.Russia’s
official response to those pro-
posals will come from
President Vladimir Putin, but
Kremlin has said there was “lit-
tle ground for optimism.”

Lavrov echoed that grim
note Friday.“While they say
they won’t change their posi-
tions, we won’t change ours,” he
said. “I don’t see any room for
compromise here.”Putin
opened the weekly meeting of
his Security Council on Friday,
saying only that it would
address foreign policy issues.

Later, in a video call with
French President Emmanuel
Macron, the Kremlin said he
emphasized that U.S. and
NATO failed to consider
Russia’s key demands: pre-
cluding NATO’s expansion,
stopping the deployment of
alliance weapons near Russian
borders and rolling back its
forces from Eastern Europe. At
the same time, Putin spoke in
favor of continuing talks about
a stalled peace agreement for
eastern Ukraine, where Russia-

backed rebels are fighting
Ukrainian forces. Those talks
are among Russia, Ukraine,
France and Germany, and pres-
idential envoys from four coun-
tries met in Paris on
Wednesday and agreed to have
another meeting in Berlin in
two weeks.Following 2014
ouster of a Kremlin-friendly
president in Kyiv, Moscow
annexed Ukraine’s Crimean
Peninsula and began backing
insurgency in country’s eastern
industrial heartland. 

Earlier, Lavrov noted that
U.S. suggested two sides could
talk about limits on deploy-
ment of intermediate-range
missiles, restrictions on mili-
tary drills and rules to prevent
accidents between warships
and aircraft. 

He said that Russia pro-
posed discussing those issues
years ago — but Washington
and its allies never took them
up on it until now. While he
described U.S. offers as rea-
sonable, he also emphasized
that Russia’s main concerns
on NATO. He noted that inter-
national agreements say that
security of one nation must not
come at expense of others’ —
and that he would send letters
to ask his Western counterparts
to address that obligation.
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The White House says
President Joe Biden warned

Ukraine’s president Thursday
that there is a “distinct possi-
bility” Russia could take mili-
tary action against Ukraine in
February. The Kremlin likewise
sounded a grim note, saying it
saw “little ground for opti-
mism” in resolving the crisis
after the U.S. this week again
rejected Russia’s main
demands.

Russian officials said dia-
logue was still possible to end
the crisis, but Biden again
offered a stark warning amid
growing concerns that Russian
President Vladimir Putin will
give the go-ahead for a further
invasion of Ukrainian territo-
ry in the not-so-distant future.

The White House said
Biden’s comments to Ukraine’s
Volodymyr Zelenskyy in a
phone call amplified concerns
that administration officials
have been making for some

time.“President Biden said that
there is a distinct possibility
that Russians could invade
Ukraine in February,” White
House National Security
Council spokesperson Emily
Horne said. “He has said this
publicly and we have been
warning about this for months.
”Tensions have soared in recent
weeks, as United States and its
NATO allies expressed concern
that a buildup of about 100,000
Russian troops near Ukraine
signaled that Moscow planned
to invade its ex-Soviet neigh-
bor. Russia denies having any
such designs — and has laid
out a series of demands it says
will improve security in
Europe. But as expected, the
U.S. and Western alliance firm-
ly rejected any concessions on
Moscow’s main points
Wednesday, refusing to per-
manently ban Ukraine from
joining NATO and saying allied
deployments of troops and
military equipment in Eastern
Europe are nonnegotiable.
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Japan’s government said
Friday it will watch the World

Health Organization’s investi-
gation into staff complaints
over racism and abuse by a top
Japanese official at the agency
but denied it inappropriately
received sensitive vaccine
information from him.

Meanwhile in Geneva,
France’s diplomatic mission
said that if the allegations are
proven to be true, the possible
consequences include the ter-
mination of the WHO direc-
tor’s contract.

An investigation by the
Associated Press this week
found WHO staffers alleged
that Dr. Takeshi Kasai, the
U.N. health agency’s top direc-
tor in Western Pacific, engaged
in unethical, racist and abusive
behavior, undermining WHO’s
efforts to curb the coronavirus
pandemic, according to an
internal complaint filed last
October.The complaints were
also emailed to senior WHO
leaders last week and describe
a “toxic atmosphere” with “a
culture of systemic bullying” at
WHO’s regional headquarters
in the Philippines. 
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China said on Friday United
Nations human rights chief

Michelle Bachelet is welcome to
visit Xinjiang, where Beijing
faces serious human rights
allegations against Uygur
Muslims, after Winter Olympic
Games to promote cooperation
and not an investigation based
on "presumption of guilt".

Foreign Ministry
spokesman Zhao Lijian said at
a media briefing here that invi-
tation was extended a long time
ago and two sides have been
maintaining communica-
tion."China welcomes Madam
Bachelet to visit China, includ-
ing Xinjiang," Zhao said.

"Our position is consistent
and clear. The purpose of the
visit is to promote exchange
and cooperation, not investi-
gation based on presumption of
guilt.  We oppose anyone using
this for political manipulation
to pressure China," he said. 

The spokesman, however,
skirted a direct answer when
asked to comment on a media
report stating China is also
insisting Bachelet should not

release her report on Xinjiang
before February 4 Beijing
Winter Olympics opening cer-
emony as demanded by US
politicians."I can tell you
Xinjiang enjoys economic pros-
perity and social order and
people there are leading happy
lives with their human rights
fully protected," he said. China
firmly opposes tactics of using
Xinjiang to smear country by
distorting facts, he said.

China has launched a
diplomatic offensive to
mobilise world leaders to
attend February 4 opening cer-
emony of Winter Olympics as
US, the EU and several western
countries announced a boycott
of event by their diplomats to
highlight allegations of human
rights violations in Xinjiang,
including incarceration of over
a million Uygur Muslims in
camps. 

A host of world leaders
including Russian President
Vladimir Putin and Pakistan
Prime Minister Imran Khan,
besides UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres are due to
attend opening ceremony to
show solidarity with Beijing.
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Russian authorities on Friday
reported over 98,000 new

confirmed coronavirus cases,
but according to the Kremlin,
the actual number is likely to
be much higher as the highly
contagious omicron variant
continues to rage through the
vast country.

Russia's state coronavirus
task force on Friday registered
98,040 new infections tallied
over the past 24 hours - anoth-
er all-time high for the coun-
try that in recent weeks has
faced its biggest surge of con-
tagions in the pandemic.
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov told reporters Friday

that "it is obvious that this
number is higher and possibly
much higher," because "many
people don't get tested" and
have no symptoms. Peskov
noted that Russia's numbers are
"so far lower than in Western
European countries, than in the
US, so one can't rule out that
they will grow further".

The Kremlin spokesman
also admitted that a lot of peo-
ple in the presidential admin-
istration have gotten infected
with the virus. "The vast major-
ity continue to work from
home after having isolated
themselves," Peskov said. "This
explosive contagiousness of
the omicron, it demonstrates
itself in full." Coronavirus

infections in Russia started to
soar nearly three weeks ago,
with daily tallies of new cases
spiking from about 15,000 on
Jan 10 to almost 100,000 on
Friday. 
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Scotland Yard on Friday said it
has sought "minimal refer-

ence" to events it is investigating
from a UK Cabinet Office
inquiry, being led by top civil ser-
vant Sue Gray over so-called
"partygate" scandal of alleged
gatherings within government
quarters that may have breached
COVID lockdown rules in 2020-
2021.Gray's inquiry report,
which poses a serious threat to
British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson's leadership, is said to be
complete but there has been a
delay since some of its findings
were passed on to London's
Metropolitan Police earlier this
week, to probe "serious and fla-
grant" breaches of corona laws.
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Manila: The Philippines
will lift a ban on the entry of
foreign tourists and business
people next month after near-
ly two years, in a move to revive
the battered tourism industry
as the latestcoronavirus out-
break started to ease, officials
said Friday. AP
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President Joe Biden strong-
ly affirmed Thursday that

he will nominate the first Black
woman to the U.S. Supreme
Court, declaring such historic
representation is “long over-
due” and promising to
announce his choice by the end
of February. In a White House
ceremony marking a moment
of national transition, Biden
praised retiring Justice Stephen
Breyer, who will have spent
nearly 28 years on the high
court by the time he leaves at
the end of the term, as “a model
public servant at a time of great
division in this country.”

And with that the search
for Breyer’s replacement was
underway in full. Biden
promised a nominee worthy of
Breyer’s legacy and said he’d
already been studying the back-
grounds and writings of poten-
tial candidates.“I’ve made no
decision except one: The per-
son I will nominate will be
somebody of extraordinary
qualifications, character and

integrity,” he said. “And that
person will be the first Black
woman ever nominated to the
United States Supreme Court.
It is long overdue.”Biden’s
choice will be historic on its
face: No Black woman has
ever served on the high court.
But the decision is also coming
at a critical time of national
reckoning over race and gender
inequality. However, the court’s
6-3 conservative majority is
destined to remain intact.Biden
is using his choice to fulfill one
of his early campaign promis-
es, one that helped resurrect his
moribund primary campaign
and propel him to the White
House in 2020. 

And it gives him the
chance to show Black voters,
who are increasingly frustrat-
ed with a president they helped
to elect, that he is serious
about their concerns, particu-
larly with his voting rights leg-
islation stalled in the Senate. It
also could help drive
Democratic enthusiasm amid
concerns about a midterm
routing in congressional races.

Biden spent his first year in
office working to nominate a
diverse group of judges to the
federal bench, not just in race
but also in professional exper-
tise, and he has been reviewing
possible high court candidates
along the way. 
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List of candidates:

Nirmal Verma (Biswan),
Mayankeshwar Singh (Tiloi), Ashok Kori
( Salon (SC)),  Dhirendra Pratap Singh
(Sereni), Suresh Kumar Pasi (Jagdishpur
(SC)), Rajesh Gautan (Kadipur (SC)),
Rajesh Sachan (Bhognipur), Ramkesh
Nishad (Tindwari), Nagesh Pratap Singh
‘Chhote Sarkar’ (Rampur Khas), Keshav
Paasi ( Babaganj (SC)), Sindhuja Mishra
(Kunda), Rajendra Pratap Singh (Patti), Lal
Bahadur (Manjhanpur (SC)), Guru Prasad
Maurya (Phaphamau), Praveen Kumar
Patel (Phulpur), Neelam Karwaria (Meja),
Siddharthnath Singh (Allahabad West),
Nand Kumar Gupta ‘Nandi’ (Allahabad
south), Aarti Kol (Koraon), Sakendra
Pratap Verma(Kursi), Sharad Awasthi
(Ramnagar), Arvind Maurya (Barabanki),
Amrish Rawat (Zaidpur (SC), Satish
Chandra Sharma (Dariyabad),
Ramchandra Yadav (Rudauli), Dinesh
Rawat (Haidergarh (SC)), Baba
Gorakhnath (Milkipur),  Amit Singh
Chauhan (Bikapur), Ved Prakash Gupta
(Ayodhya), Aarti Tiwari (Gosaiganj),
Subhash Rai (Jalalpur),  Saroj Sonkar
(Balha),  Arun Veer Singh (Matera),
Sureshwar Singh (Mahsi), Anupama
Jaiswal (Bahraich), . Subhash Tripathi
(Payagpur), Gaurav Verma (Kaiserganj),
Padmasen Chaudhry (Bhinga), Ramferan
Pandey (Sravasti), Kailash Nath Shukla
(Tulsipur), Shailesh Kumar Singh (Gasdi),
Ram Pratap ‘Shashikant Verma’ (Utraula),
Paltu Ram (Balrampur), Vinay Kumar
Dwivedi (Mehnoun), Prateek Bhushan
Singh (Gonda), Bhuwan Singh (Katra
Bazar), Ajay Kumar Singh (Karnailganj),
Prem Narayan Pandey (Tarabganj),
Ramapati Shastri (Mankapur), Prabhat
Kumar Verma (Gaura), Shyamdhani Rahi
(Kapilvastu), Jai Pratap Singh (Bansi),
Satish Chandra Dwivedi (Etwa),
Raghvendra Pratap Singh (Dumariaganj),
Ajay Kumar Singh (Haraiya), Chandra
Prakash Shukla (Kaptanganj), Dayaram
Chaudhry (Basti Sadar), Ravi Kumar
Sonkar (Mahadeva), Ankur Raj Tiwari
(Khalilabad), Ganesh Chandra Chauhan
(Dhanghata), Bajrang Bahadur Singh
(Farenda), Gyanendra Singh (Paniyara),
Fateh Bahadur Singh (Campiarganj),
Mahendra Pal Singh (Pipraich), Pradeep
Shukla (Sahjanwa), Shriram Chauhan
(Khajni ), Vimlesh Paswan (Bansgaon),
Rajesh Tripathi (Chillupar), Surendra
Kushwaha (Fazilnagar), PN Pathak
(Kushinagar), Mohan Verma (Hata), Jai
Prakash Nishad (Rudrapur), Shalabh Mani
Tripathi (Deoria), Surya Pratap Sahi
(Pathardeva), Surendra Chaurasia
(Rampur khas), Deepak Mishra (Barhaj),
Satyendra Rai (Gopalpur), Akhilesh
Mishra ‘Guddu’ (Azamgarh), Manoj Yadav
(Nizamabad), Dr Krishna Murari
Vishwakarma (Didarnagar), Neelan
Sonkar (Lalganj ), Manju Saroj (
(Mohnagar), Chattu Ram (Belthara Road),

Babban Rajbhar (Rasra), Sandy Yadav
(Sikanderpur), Upendra Tiwari (Phephna),
Ramesh Chandra Mishra (Badlapur),
Girish Chandra Yadav (Jaunpur), Dr.
Harendra Prasad Singh (Zafarabad),
Dinesh Choudhary (Kerakat ) and Sunita
Parikshit Singh (Zamania).
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The top court declared the resolution
to be “ineffective in law”, insofar as the
period beyond the remainder of the stat-
ed session in which the resolution came to
be passed. It said the 12 MLAs are entitled
to all consequential benefits of being the
members of the Legislative Assembly, on
and after the expiry of the period of the
remainder of the concerned session. The
apex court said that suspension beyond the
remaining period of the ongoing session
would be violative of “basic democratic val-
ues” owing to the unessential deprivation
of the member concerned and more
importantly, the constituency would
remain unrepresented in the Assembly. 

In its 90-page judgement, the bench
said, “Suffice it to observe that one year
suspension is worse than ‘expulsion’, ‘dis-
qualification’ or ‘resignation’ - insofar as
the right of the constituency to be repre-
sented before the House/Assembly is con-
cerned.” The bench said that in absence of
any express provision bestowing power in
the Legislature to suspend its members
beyond the term of the ongoing session,
the inherent power of the Legislature can
be invoked only to the extent necessary and
for proper exercise of the functions of the
House at the relevant point of time. 

The apex court, which referred to Rule
53 of the Maharashtra Legislative Assembly
Rules that deals with power to order the
withdrawal of a member, said this rule not
only speaks about the procedure to be
adopted for passing the “drastic order” of
withdrawal of a member but also about the
substantive disciplinary or rationality of
self-security measure to be taken in a grad-
ed manner.   

“The non-compliance of or deviation
from the former (procedure) may be
non-justiciable. However, in regard to the
substantive disciplinary or the rationality
of the self-security measure inflicted upon
the erring member, is open to judicial
review on the touchstone of being uncon-
stitutional, grossly illegal and irrational or
arbitrary,” the bench noted.

It noted that if it is a case of grossly dis-
orderly behavior in the House, the speak-
er/chairman himself is free to take instan-
taneous decision to order the withdrawal
of the member from the meetings of
Assembly during the remainder of the day’s
meeting and if it is a case of repeat mis-
conduct in the same session - for the
remainder of the session.  

“A priori, if the resolution passed by

the House was to provide for suspension
beyond the period prescribed under the
stated Rule, it would be substantively ille-
gal, irrational and  unconstitutional,” it said.
The bench said the suspension beyond the
remainder period of the ongoing session
would also “impact the democratic setup
as a whole by permitting the thin major-
ity government (coalition government) of
the day to manipulate the numbers of the
Opposition party in the House in an unde-
mocratic manner.” 

The apex court said the Opposition
will not be able to effectively participate
in the discussion in the House owing to
the constant fear of its members being sus-
pended for a longer period. It observed that
it is in the public domain, through print,
electronic and social media, that members
of Parliament or Assembly or Council of
the State, spend much of the time in a “hos-
tile atmosphere” and Parliament and
Legislative Assembly are becoming more
and more “intransigent place”. The top
court said that for becoming world lead-
ers and self-dependant or reliant, the qual-
ity of debates in the House ought to be of
the highest order and directed towards
intrinsic Constitutional and native issues
confronting the common man. 
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km with the capability of carrying 200k
warhead even though the Brahmos has the
capability of hitting a target at more than
400 km, they said.

Indian ambassador to the Philippines
Shambhu Kumaran said he was privileged
to witness history in the making. “Signing
of the Brahmos acquisition contract by
Philippines Defence Secretary Delfin
Lorenzana today marks a decisive step for-
ward for Prime Minister’s Mission Sagar
and India’s Indo-Pacific engagement,” he
tweeted.

He thanked Lorenzana and Philippines
Cabinet Secretary Teddy Locsin Jr for their
active support to build stronger relations
with India. 

“Today we are one step closer to ele-
vating ties between our democracies to a
strategic partnership and our shared
objective of a free and peaceful Indo-
Pacific,” Kumaran noted.

“It is also a moment of deep pride as
India establishes itself as a source of
high-technology equipment and a trust-
ed partner towards capability development
of friendly nations,” he added.

Reacting to BrahMos’s export order,
Defence Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) chairman G
Satheesh Reddy said, “Surface to air mis-
sile Akash, Astra, anti-tank missiles,
radars, torpedoes gain the interest of var-
ious countries. More systems are being
developed which have export potential.”

The Philippines selected the Indian

missile system after tough negotiations and
extensive trials, officials said adding a team
from the Philippine Navy visited the pro-
duction unit of BrahMos Aerospace in
Hyderabad some months back as part of
the acquisition process.

The BrahMos Integration Complex in
Hyderabad undertakes integration of
mechanical systems and assembling elec-
tronic systems. Various sub-systems fab-
ricated in other centres in India and Russia
are integrated and checked at this complex.

7;8��<�7�B&<5��
7;��B���<&�.� ��
"54�7��7;;:��
6�<& AC�8"�

“Animals, particularly wild animals,
are the source of more than 75 per cent of
all emerging infectious diseases in humans,
many of which are caused by novel virus-
es. Coronaviruses are often found in ani-
mals, including in bats which have been
identified as a natural reservoir of many
of these viruses,” the global body said to
a Russian news agency.

The Chinese scientists said that they
“unexpectedly found that NeoCoV and its
close relative, PDF-2180-CoV, can effi-
ciently use some types of bat Angiotensin-
converting enzyme 2 (ACE2) and, less
favourably, human ACE2 for entry”.

The study “demonstrates the first case
of ACE2 usage in MERS-related viruses,
shedding light on a potential bio-safety
threat of the human emergence of an ACE2
using ‘MERS-CoV-2’ with both high fatal-
ity and transmission rate”.
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The employees have been told by the
Tata Group that there will be a change in
“image, attitude and perception” of Air
India, they said.

Cabin crew members have been
instructed to address all passengers as
“guests” and the cabin crew supervisors will
have to ensure safety and service standards
provided to the guests, they noted.

The crew members will have to be
smartly dressed and well-groomed, and
there will be grooming executives who will
be conducting checks at the airports, they
mentioned.

Since on-time performance is extreme-
ly important, all endeavours will have to
be made by the crew members to ensure
that the doors are closed 10 minutes before
the flight’s departure, they said.

The Tata Group, which had placed the
highest bid of Rs 18,000 crore in the Air
India disinvestment, took over the airline
from the Government on Thursday. Tata
Sons Chairman N Chandrasekaran met
Prime Minister Narendra Modi in the

national Capital before attended the hand-
ing over ceremony at Airlines House.

For Tatas, Air India will be the third
airline. It already operates Vistara in joint
venture with Singapore Airlines and
AirAsia India in partnership with AirAsia
Group.
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the police said, adding, the door was
then opened by force.

The body was later shifted to the
Bowring Hospital where the post-mortem
was performed.

Learning about the incident, Chief
Minister Basavaraj Bommai, some minis-
ters and senior BJP functionaries rushed
to Yediyurappa’s  house to console the
bereaved family members, BJP sources
said.

<;�;66&�7�&7��57/���
+�<;���70� ��
<;B&;8��7:&:� ;��

Former Minister declared that he
would oppose Congress’ official nominee
Vijay Sharma Tinky, a liquor contractor,
who has been given ticket from Kharar due
to his proximity with the Chief Minister
Channi, who had opposed his candidature
due to “personal reasons”.

“My son Yadevinder will contest as an
independent candidate from
Kharar...Congress has done injustice to me
and my services for society and party have
been ignored,” said Kang while maintain-
ing that the decision was taken after hold-
ing meetings with his supporters.

Kang, a day before, had also written to
the party chief Sonia Gandhi seeking
review of the ticket.

Disgruntled Mohinder Singh Kaypee,
who continued to be in rebel mode
despite several efforts by the party lead-
ership to placate him, is also weighing his
options to contest polls. Kaypee, during his
meeting with Chief Minister Channi on
January 26, had made it clear that he would
be contesting polls, but how and from
where is yet to be decided. He has been
assured that the party high command is
review the ticket allotment in Adampur
segment.

Kaypee, Channi’s close relative, was
denied ticket which was allotted to a BSP
leader Sukhwinder Singh Kotli. “Adampur
seat in under review...Kaypee is not angry
with the party. He was there at Jalandhar
and met Rahul Gandhi also,” a senior
Congress leader told The Pioneer.

Another seat under review is Majitha
from where the party has fielded Jagwinder
Pal Singh alias Jagga Majithia. Jagga
Majithia is the brother of former Congress
leader Sukhjinder Raj Singh Lalli Majithia,
who had switched over to the Aam Aadmi
Party, and is party nominee.

Congress’ Amritsar Rural unit presi-
dent Bhagwantpal Singh Sachar, who has
been eyeing the ticket from Majitha, had
left the party and joined the BJP. However,
a day after, he returned to the Congress
party after he was assured of reviewing the
decision.

Ticket aspirant Daaman Bajwa, who
was demanding ticket from Sunam, also
expressed her displeasure over the party’s
decision of ignoring her candidature. The
Congress has fielded Jaswinder Singh
Dhiman, nephew of Amargarh MLA
Surjit Singh Dhiman, from Sunam.

Channi had also supported Bajwa’s
candidature as she has been worked in the
segment since past many years. Now, Bajwa
is holding parallel meetings and rallies in
the constituency.

Another aspirant Satwinder Kaur
Bitti, who is known Punjabi singer and a
former national level hockey player, was
sure of party ticket from Sahnewal seat,
from where the party has fielded Vikram
Bajwa - the son-in-law of former Chief
Minister Rajinder Kaur Bhattal.

Without naming anyone, Bitti
alleged, “The Congress has played into
SAD’s hands and given its candidate a
walkover by fielding a weak candi-
date.” She has also declared to contest as
independent.

The viral videos of Jasmel Singh, the
husband of Ferozepur Rural legislator
Satkar Kaur, crying inconsolably were
enough to prove their resentment over
denial of ticket to the sitting legislator. The
Congress fielded Aashu Banger, AAP’s
nominee from the seat who recently shift-
ed loyalties towards Congress, from
Ferozepur Rural seat.
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UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta
Fore said in a statement on Friday “As the
Omicron variant of Covid-19 continues its
spread all over the world, we urge
Governments to do everything in their
power to keep it from further disrupting
children’s education.

“Keep schools open. An estimated 616
million children are currently affected by
full or partial school closures. We know
that mitigation measures help keep schools
open. We also know that investments in
digital connectivity can help us make sure
that no child is left behind.”

“We need bold action to enable every
child to return to school. This includes pro-
viding comprehensive support with a
particular focus on marginalized children
in each community, such as catch-up class-
es, mental health and nutrition support,
protection and other key services,” said
Fore.



������������������ ���������  !"� #  

'2
�
$��%���&'�������&

�'
�(���)&���)�&'�

��*&�
*���&��%��)�&(����
+��))��%��

,���'���'��'�

'&&	)-..���������	�
�����
�./�/���&�.

0
����

�

&�'�
��(�3�	���������	�
�����
��	�������&�D��	
�	����������
�	(�����������������
������������������	�����
�	��������������������������
&���	��'����	�'
	������!���
���������	����#4	
����	$�
8����

��������

�������
����3��������D�����
�
�!������	�
��������������������������!�
�������������

�3�(���(�����

&����������	��������������
�
#���������$3�����!������	�
1&�(�������	�����
	����
��������
�����3����&�

��	�'���������	
��
���������	��	�����
	������
��������"������ �������#������
���3��	!	�����	��	$��	��	���
������
�������������

���	����

����	

��
�����������3�	���&
�	���%�����������������	��
����T

&����������������������
��
��
�� �����������	��F�����
��	�������������������
8����&�������	'�������
��	�	������	�����������	�

�����3�&����������'�����3
	��������
�������	!�����
��
���������	���&����
��
����	(��	��������	����
'��������������

=$$
)%%	
$��3 $?*?	$�)$�*
&�!���������	����������������
�������������	��3�����!���3�&
��
�����	

�����	
�����	�	��
	

�����������3�	���&D(���
��
�
F����!������������������	��
���������&�����������������	�

�	�'��
�!���������	���	���
&�D������!����	'�������������
�	
������	�����	�����D��
������������������	��

*)! $@	)*�<!4$=*1$	)$�$	)!$*@!

&����������������������	���	�
��������	������������	�
�(�
�����&�������!�������&��(��
���	��������'����&������
�(���!�������&�	

����
����
��������	�����������
&����������!��	��3�	���&��
����������&���������������
�M�	�����������7���	�3
�	���7���	���&��	

������
�����
�(��

/�$(2%&	�""
%�

��+��(����

Vikrant Massey, the name almost
always conjures up the adjective
earnest, followed by humble,

grounded and all the antonyms for
bratty, entitled and high-headed.

Right from the time he caught
popular attention — as

Shyam Madan Singh —in
the memorable Balika

Vadhu, Massey played
every character,

including those who
were a deep shade
of grey,  with deep
c o n v i c t i o n .
Whether it was
D e v d a s
Mukherjee, a
thief, in his
debut film
Lootera (2013)
or a cuckolded
h u s b a n d ,
Rishu in the
more recent
H a s e e n
D i l l r u b a
(2021) or
even Bablu,
the brains

behind the
gang in

Mirzapur (2018) it
was this total belief in

his character that made him
shine with a boy next door
ordinariness.

So, it isn’t surprising
that a TV media house
zeroed down on him to play
anchor for the show
Kahani Navbharat Ki
which charts the history of
the country. We connect
over a call and chit-chat
about the world as
Massey reciprocates with
his customary warmth.

He informs me that though he had a
Covid scare, the tests thankfully were
negative. The discussion then switches
to his latest venture. Excerpts from the
interview:

�Why and how did you decide to
switch back to TV?

It was a no-brainer. The team
explained the concept, that they had
been researching for two years. The larg-
er context of the show was to celebrate
75 years of Independence. When I
read the script, I immediately wanted to
be a part of it. It might sound really
cliched, but main sach keh raha hun (I
am being honest), it seemed God-sent.

I always wanted to be a part of
something like that... a show which is a
mix of history, knowledge, hope and
everything worthwhile. It was 
ready-made and offered to me on a plat-
ter. I recognised that in some way or the
other I would be contributing my bit. I
want to do that through the films and
shows that I take up.

The younger generation, unfortu-
nately, is engrossed in consumerism.
Research shows that grown-up adults
spend about a quarter of their waking
time on mobile. So, I wanted to come
out with something unobserved, kept on
the rack for the longest of time and dust
it off to present it nicely and bring it out
in a manner that we can take pride in
our history. It really encapsulates that
mood. It is full of hope, pride and what
better time than 75 years of
Independence to share these stories. 

�Was there any particular incident
that got your attention? 

There were so many things. It is a
10-episode series and I really can’t pin-
point one. Our history is so vast that we
had to filter out some things. Everything
has its significance and place. There are
so many people in the younger gener-

ation who are not aware of the many
challenges we faced and overcame as a
young country or the many hurdles that
were thrown at us. Take our approach
to Science in the 50s... Or the fact that
we practised secularism with all our
heart and soul... Or that we gave mar-
ginalised women the right to education
and to vote. How did we overcome all
of that? Despite all trials and tribulations,
the way we liberalised our economy.
How we are one of the largest democ-
racies in the world. Despite the ups and
downs, we are facing... these are the
things that, I strongly feel, we need to
take cognisance of, feel proud of and
share with our people. When we are
approaching this milestone, we can
also think about what the coming 75
years would be like. How will we chart
the future... depends on the present. 

�The show talks about history... of late,
it has become a contentious issue. How
have you tackled that?

History has always been a con-
tentious issue. Our generation is seeing
it for the first time. But these things have
always existed. However, the history we
are talking about is devoid of any tilt,
tint, lineage or conformism. Yes, I
agree that the public discourse, especial-
ly on social media, is marred by politi-
cisation. We consciously tried to refrain
from that. We had academicians and
historians who worked diligently on the
show. It was a conscious decision to
understand and take pride in our iden-
tity as Indians first and share these high-
ly significant stories. And the rest is up
to the audience. We have cooked up the
dish with fair diligence and honesty. 

�Anchoring and acting are two differ-
ent ball games. What are the points of
differences and similarities?

Acting for fiction is a completely dif-
ferent ball game. It is a make-believe

world that you are trying to encapsulate
your audience with and convince them
of the story. But when I’m hosting a
show, I’m sharing my privacy, opening
the door for the audience to come in to
also share my experiences. It’s far more
challenging and I enjoy that. People see
me as an actor and here I’m sharing a
piece of my heart, ideology, hope and
belief. I am proud to be associated with
the show as, I said, we tried to highlight
the story and history of India and hope
to inspire people who will shell out their
valuable time and watch it.

�You’ve dabbled in TV, OTT and
films. Do you approach the roles dif-
ferently in each? And does each help
your growth as an actor?

I have never limited myself to the
medium. I have always believed that I
am a storyteller. I have also believed that
I have a knack for being able to adapt
to changing times, which everyone
should. But my larger idea is to go out
and tell stories. Till the time I am able
to do that, I am sleeping soundly.
When I am unable to do so, I will be fac-
ing another set of challenges. 

What makes you take up any role
or show?

It’s a mix. The challenges that it puts
out for me as an artiste, my belief in the
story. I also strongly feel that, as a cre-
ative independent artiste, it’s my respon-
sibility to be in sync with current times.
And as long as I tick off these boxes, I’ll
take up these stories. I think it is an
amalgamation of things. 

�You have done a wide variety of roles
— Mirzapur, Haseen Dilruba, Lootera
... what goes into making a character
that is believable? Is it by observing the
people or discussions with the direc-
tor? 

Can I cut you in? This set of ques-

tions, we can keep for another day. I join
hands and apologise for this. We will sit
and discuss this. 

�So, coming back to the show, were
there any challenges during its shoot-
ing or content development?

As an actor, there were not many
challenges. I can be so proudly indul-
gent and say that we had a great team
of statisticians, data analysts, histori-
ans, technicians who made this show
good. But there were challenges that
every team goes through, whether it is
fiction or non-fiction. And especially
when you are dealing with a sensitive
topic like history. And as you said, it
is a contentious issue. You are actual-
ly treading landmines. So, those were
the set of challenges we faced but did
manage to overcome smoothly. There
were historical and factual challenges.

�Was there a lot of back and forth in
the script?

That happens everywhere. It is like
cooking a recipe. Mid-way you realise,
haldi thodi kam pad gai hai. Thodi
haldi daal den (The turmeric is a lit-
tle less. We should add more of it). It
is a part of storytelling. As long as you
stay true to the idea of storytelling,
without any indulgence or con-
formism, these are likely to happen. It
happens everywhere. Even in journal-
ism, when you have written a piece
and are revising it... you edit a few
words, add others. It is applicable
everywhere.

�What are the future projects that we
see you in?

Love Hostel will be out soon. I am
doing the official remake of Forensic.
There is also Mumbaikar with Santosh
Sivan. I am filming for Blackout and
waiting to start Gaslight with Pavan
Kriplani who is a dear friend. 

An entrepreneur and venture
capitalist, Rattan Joneja’s

work mainly focusses on the
application of creating share-
holder value to corporates and
mergers, divestitures and acqui-
sitions. 

He is also the founder and
CEO of CoValue Technologies
Pvt Ltd. Co Value is an applica-
tion with an aim to empower
investors and businesses, to cre-
ate wealth.

His recent book, Value It Up:
Simplifying the Art of Intrinsic
Valuation, takes the reader on a
journey of learning about intrin-
sic valuation. With real-life
investment success stories that
draw instances of how value can
be a key determinant of invest-
ment decisions narrated by cel-
ebrated investors. The book can
be used as a helpful ladder of
understanding the world of
investing, and is designed for
investors, analysts, stock market
researchers, business students, or
just anyone planning to enter
into the field of stocks and
investing. It is divided into 22
chapters where every chapter is
aphoristically framed with
quotes and concepts supported
by the life story of a celebrated
investor.

Read on for excerpts from
an exclusive interview with the
author:

�Please give us an overview of
Value It Up: Simplifying the Art
of Intrinsic Valuation. 

Value It Up is a book that
simplifies and elucidates the
‘Art of Valuation’. The book
focusses on the key growth dri-
vers of any given stock to explain
the concepts of Intrinsic
Valuation with real-world exam-
ples and computations. 

�What was the inspiration
behind the book? 

Primarily, most investors

are investing based on price
and momentum without under-
standing any concept of value.
The subject is not as difficult as
people think it is. It is a simple
subject that people need to
understand while making invest-
ments. 

I wanted to bring this con-
cept forward in a very straight-
forward and lucid manner, par-
ticularly, since the number of
investors across the world are
increasing.

�Your book is a fast-track pro-
gramme for learning business
valuation. Give us a brief as to
how it will benefit this era of
entrepreneurs. 

In today’s start-up world,
entrepreneurship is all about
Capital, Capital, and Capital. It
is difficult to build and survive
without significant capital. Be it
an old economy company or a
new age start-up, an entrepre-
neur needs to understand the
value of what he/she is building.

The quintessence of suc-
cessful investment is to under-
stand if the market is ignoring
anything and how the market is
valuing, thus, making it essential
to understand the worth of a
company before investing.

At the end of the day, you
may be more valuable than you
think.

So many entrepreneurs

today end up diluting so much
equity even after having a suc-
cessful venture. Thus, it is very
important to determine how
much capital is required during
the journey of a company and
what  wi l l  the  exist ing
founders /shareholders
left with at the
end of each
stage of the
company. 

For existing
companies, there
are many decisions
and value-creating
strategies that need to
be taken such as
divestitures, mergers
and acquisitions, going
public share repurchases,
business model changes,
and so on, for maximising
value where valuation is the key
decision-maker.

�Fortunately, the current gen-
eration is trying to be more
informed about healthy invest-
ing. However, due to the lack of
prior knowledge, there's not
much to start with. 

What will you suggest to an
aspiring investor (also an ama-
teur) to begin with? Should
they read books or just track
the market mindfully, or both? 

Both,  actually!  Ever y
investor needs to do a lot of
reading.  Even celebrated
investors like Warren Buffet
today spend most of their time
reading and learning. Reading is
a must, and they have to read
books, news, companies and
annual reports simultaneously
and give equal importance to all. 

They need to track the mar-
ket too, to analyse what signals
the market is giving, or if the
market is behaving irrationally. 

�When does the stock market
become harmful, if at all? 

The stock market in the

long term is not going to be
harmful and will continue to
grow. It becomes harmful when
people start building expecta-
tions more than what the com-

pany can achieve. 
Forming of bubbles in a

sector, for instance, valua-
tion of companies without

meaningful earnings built
on narratives, which

when it does meet
expectations, which

can lead to stock
prices crashing. We

have seen what
happened during
the dot com
bubble and you

may see it in some
new-age companies in this

era.
When markets start pricing

stocks for high growth rates,
value growth duration and
improvement in margins that are
not achievable or not sustain-
able, it may all lead to a bust. 

In bull markets, the stock
markets start valuing stories.
When stories fall short, the mar-
kets will punish them.

�Why, in your opinion, do
schools not talk about real-life
stuff like mental health, taxes,
or investing?

Very few business schools
cover business/investment val-
uation in depth. There needs to
be a significant time and depth
required to teach and promote
the understanding of the sub-
ject.  It is very briefly touched
upon and not explained in
greater depth. 

Similarly, teaching taxes
requires a lot of time and
schools can’t cover them all in
their course. And, so, specific
courses and books play an inte-
gral part in enhancing knowl-
edge in these subjects for peo-
ple who really want to under-
stand them.

Tahir Raj Bhasin, whose performance
in Yeh Kaali Kaali Ankhein is being

considered one of the best acting pieces
in the Indian digital space, is a big fan
of Manoj Bajpai and Kay Kay Menon.
The versatile actor’s career is on a huge
high after he delivered a smashing per-
formance in the recently released web
series Yeh Kaali Kaali Ankhein. Bhasin
says he is humbled that people are peg-
ging his performance to be amongst the
best delivered by a leading man in a web
series. He reveals that he is a ‘big binger’
of Indian content on OTT and his per-
sonal favourite performances have been
from Manoj Bajpai for The Family Man
and Kay Kay Menon for Special Ops.
Bhasin says, “I was awestruck seeing the
magnificent performances by Manoj
Bajpai in The Family Man and Kay Kay
Menon in Special Ops. They are two of
my favourite actors to have ever graced
the screen and if my show and perfor-
mance is being rated as amongst the best

performances by a leading man in an
OTT web series, I feel deeply honoured
and humbled.” He adds, “As an actor, I’m
constantly inspired by great work around
me. I am a big binger of Indian and
International shows and I’m always
excited by the outstanding acting perfor-
mances that the digital space has to offer
today. I’m also a big rooter for Indian
content because we have produced
amazing authentically Indian shows
over the last couple of years.”

Bhasin has had two back to back
OTT releases in Ranjish Hi Sahi and Yeh
Kaali Kaali Ankhein and these projects
are amongst the highest rated content
ever in the digital space in India. The
actor says, “I’m honoured that my shows
are among the top-rated shows of all time
and my intent will be to pick and
choose disruptive content that truly
stands out, entertains the audience and
enables me to showcase my talent as an
actor who can perform any role.”
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Rafael Nadal is within one victory of a
men's record 21st Grand Slam singles
title.

The 35-year-old Spaniard advanced to
the Australian Open final for the sixth time
with a 6-3, 6-2, 3-6, 6-3 win over seventh-
seeded Matteo Berrettini on Friday.

He'll have to beat U.S. Open champion
Daniil Medvedev on Sunday to make his-
tory. And Medvedev is chasing a piece of his-
tory of his own after reeling off the last five
games to defeat Stefanos Tsitispas -6 (5), 4-
6, 6-4, 6-1 in a heated semifinal. He's aim-
ing to be the first man in the Open era to
win his second Grand Slam title at the next
major tournament.

The second-seeded Medvedev has had
an emotional and challenging run to back-
to-back Australian Open finals. He had to
deal with a hostile crowd in his second-
round win over Nick Kyrgios, had to save
a match point and rally from two sets down
to beat Felix Auger-Aliassime in a nearly
five-hour quarterfinal win, and had to regain
his composure after an angry outburst at the
umpire on Friday.

He yelled at chair umpire Jaume
Campistol after dropping serve in the sec-
ond set, demanding that Tsitsipas be cau-
tioned for receiving coaching from his father
in the crowd. He took a five-minute break
after dropping the set, took control late in
the third set and then dominated the last five
games after Tsitsipas was eventually cau-

tioned for getting coaching from the stands.
Nadal's run to a 29th Grand Slam final

has been comparatively serene.
After the last point, he stopped, beamed

a wide grin and then punched the air three
times.

Nadal arrived in Australia not knowing
how long he would last after months off the
tour dealing with a serious foot injury and
then a bout of COVID-19. He skipped
Wimbledon after losing in the French
Open semifinals to Novak Djokovic, and
didn't play at all after August.

“Every day has been an issue in terms
of problems on the foot. Doubts still here
... Probably for the rest of my career
because I have what I have and that's some-
thing that we cannot fix," Nadal said. 

“But for me it's amazing ... (to) just com-
pete and play tennis at the high level again,
facing the most important players of the
world.”

Last month, he wasn't even sure he'd be
able to return to the tour. 

But he won a tune-up tournament in
Melbourne to start 2022 and has taken six
straight matches at the first Grand Slam
event of the year.

One more and he'll break the record of
20 major championships he shares with
Roger Federer and Novak Djokovic. Nadal
would also become just the fourth man to
win all four Grand Slam titles at least twice.

Nadal's win over Wimbledon runner-
up Berrettini, under a closed roof at Rod
Laver Arena because of heavy rain, was his

500th on hard courts at tour level. He's only
won the Australian Open once, in 2009.

Adding a second was his lone focus after
yet another semifinal win.

“For me, it's all about the Australian
Open more than anything else,” Nadal said
in his on-court TV interview. 

“I have been a little unlucky (here) in
my career with some injuries. 

I played some amazing finals with good
chances." 

He lost classic five-set finals at
Melbourne Park to Djokovic in 2012 and
Federer in 2017. Nadal lost in four sets to
Stan Wawrinka in 2014 and had a straight-
set defeat against Djokovic three years ago.

“I feel very lucky that I won once," he
said.  "I never thought about another
chance in 2022.”  Nadal broke Berrettini's
opening service games in the first two sets
and, after dropping the third set on a rare
service lapse, he rallied to finish off the
match in just under three hours. That in itself
was a relief after his long five-set win over
Denis Shapovalov two days earlier in the
quarterfinals. Nadal was the only member
of the so-called Big Three who had a chance
to break the deadlock in Australia this time.

Federer missed the tournament to con-
tinue his recovery from knee surgery.
Djokovic, who has won nine of his Grand
Slam titles at Melbourne Park, was deport-
ed after an 11-day visa saga on the eve of
the tournament because he failed to meet
Australia's strict COVID-19 vaccination
requirements.
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Among the "friends of India" who
received a letter of appreciation from

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on the 73rd
Republic day of the country, former England
cricket captain Kevin Pietersen on Friday
thanked him for the gesture and said the
nation of over a billion is a global "power-
house". Sharing the letter on Twitter,
Pietersen said he was thankful to the Prime
Minister for acknowledging his "affection
towards India".  South African great Jonty
Rhodes and West Indies swashbuckler
Chris Gayle had also received similar letters
from the PM. "Dear, Mr @narendramodi,
Thanks for the incredibly kind words in your
letter to me. Ever since stepping foot in India
in 2003, I've grown more in love with your
country on every visit.

"I was recently asked, ‘what do you most
like about India' & my answer was easy -
THE PEOPLE," he posted.
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Having missed a chance of
emulating his idol Thierry

Henry by playing for Arsenal in
the English Premier League,
Stephy Mavididi is now mak-
ing a name for himself in
French soccer. 

The 23-year-old forward is
doing well with Montpellier
and will be leading his side's bid
to reach the French Cup quar-
terfinals away to Marseille on
Saturday. Mavididi scored a
superbly-taken winner in stop-
page time last weekend as
Montpellier beat Monaco 3-2
to move sixth in the league. He
also played a part in the first
goal against Monaco and
scored the second.

Last season, he grabbed
nine league goals for
Montpellier supporting first-

choice duo Andy Delort and
Gaetan Laborde.

Since they both left
Mavididi has thrived in the
spotlight. He leads the club
with eight league goals and is
second in assists with three,
behind silky playmaker Teji
Savanier. Mavididi showed
strong potential early on.

He joined Arsenal's acad-
emy at the age of 13 and was
coached by the club great
Henry for the under-19s side.

“He's been my idol, still is
my idol,” Mavididi told the
French league's podcast.

“The socks (pulled right up
over the knees like Henry used
to), the boots, everything real-
ly.”  But while Henry lit up
English soccer for years,
Mavididi never made it into the
Gunners' first team. After loan
spells with modest sides

Charlton, Preston and Oldham
he joined Italian giant Juventus
in 2018.  Initially signed to play
only for the third-tier reserve

side, he netted six goals in 32
Serie C games during the 2018-
19 season and made one
appearance in Serie A. 

It made him the first
Englishman to play in Italy
since midfielder David Platt in
1992, but his lone game was not
enough to earn him a title
medal. 

After a loan move to Dijon
when he scored five league
goals in the first division — the
first Englishman to score in the
French top flight since former
England midfielder Joe Cole for
Lille in 2011 — he joined
Montpellier two years ago for
6.3 million euros ($7 million). 

It was not easy to break
into the side last term, with
Laborde and Delort combining
for 31 league goals. Laborde is
now scoring freely for Rennes
and Delort nets regularly for
Nice, but a new partnership is
blossoming at Montpellier
between Mavididi and the 19-
year-old Elye Wahi.
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Still smarting from the semi-
final exit at the Asia

Champions Trophy, Indian
men's hockey team chief coach
Graham Reid on Friday said
the setback came as a reality
check for the Tokyo Olympic
bronze medal winners ahead of
a busy calendar year.

Defending champions
India were stunned 3-5 by
Japan in the semifinal of the
ACT in Dhaka last month.

"It's always difficult. You
have to be put in situations.
Everybody including myself
hated that semifinal loss to
Japan in ACT. No one likes to
experience something like that.
But sometimes you have to
experience that to learn from
it," Reid said in a virtual press
conference. "The message after
that tournament was 'Look
this is what happens if we
don't treat every single game
with the utmost importance. I
think it was really good learn-
ing experience."

Reid said his message to
the team after the historic
Olympic medal was straight

forward: "This is just the begin-
ning and not the end of the
road" and the loss against Japan
will act as reminder for them
ahead of a busy year that
includes FIH Pro league match-
es, Commonwealth Games and
the Asian Games.  "Straight
after the Olympics I also said
that 'This is not it, this is just
the start' and that's has been
our message from the moment
we won the bronze medal in
Tokyo.  "...We have to take the
best out of the opprtiunities
from here," he said.

India will start the year
with back-to-back Pro League
ties against South Africa and
France in Potchefstroom from
February 8 to 13. Olympic
bronze medal-winning cap-
tain Manpreet Singh will lead
a 20-member Indian team in
the double-leg contests in
South Africa.  The team will
also have its veteran goalkeep-
er PR Sreejesh back besides get-
ting two new faces -- young
dragflicker Jugraj Singh and
striker Abhishek.   "We were
able to do that in Bangladesh
(give chances to new players). 

We were able to give the

players who haven't had the
opportunity for a while. 

"We also needed to bring
back some of the other players
who haven't had a game since
the Olympics. The other
important message is that these
will be very tough games, we
are taking them pretty serious-
ly so the team we picked is
reflective of that," the coach
said about the squad. 

Talking about the two new
players, Reid said: "Jugraj is
quite a versatile player who can
play in both midfield and
defence. He is also very quick
when he dragflicks. I am quite
excited if we can get him little
more consistent where he puts
them. "Abhishek likes scoring
goals, a prolific scorer. He is
strong and young."

The Australian tactician is
also impressed with the
longevity and commitment of
veteran goalkeeper Sreejesh. 

"He (Sreejesh) is back
again, he had a long break but
you don't get to play so long for
your country as he has without
being open to new ideas and
changes and development and
continual improvement. 
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Kiran George upset third
seed Subhankar Dey to

advance to the men's singles
semifinals while in-form shut-
tler Malvika Bansod also
cruised to the last four round
in the women's event at the
Odisha Open badminton tour-
nament here on Friday.

The unseeded Kiran eked
out a hard-fought 21-16 10-21
21-19 win over the higher
ranked Subhankar, who was the
last remaining seed in the
men's singles event.

The 21-year-old will meet
the winner of the quarterfinal
between Ansal Yadav and
Tharun Mannepalli. 

Malvika, who reached the
final of the Syed Modi
International where she lost to
PV Sindhu before defeating
Saina Nehwal at the India
Open earlier this month, con-
tinued to impress as she regis-
tered a 21-13 16-21 21-17 vic-
tory over fellow Indian Tanya
Hemanth in a gruelling 58-
minute quarterfinal contest.

Fifth seed Ashmita Chaliha
got the better of Rhucha Sawant
21-17 21-15 to book her spot

in the last four of the women's
singles, where she will meet
compatriot Smit Toshniwal,
who came from behind to beat
USA's Ishika Jaiswal 8-21 21-9
21-14.  In another women's sin-
gles quarterfinal, Unnati
Hooda handed fellow Indian
Samiya Imad Farooqui a 21-10
21-15 defeat in 26 minutes. 

She will lock horns with
Malvika, who is ranked 87th, in
the semifinal.

Unseeded Mithun

Manjunath, who had stunned
seventh seed June Wei Cheam
of Malaysia on Thursday, lost
a hard fought battle 21-13 14-
21 8-21 to Priyanshu Rajawat
in 51 minutes in another men's
singles quarterfinal match.

In the mixed doubles event,
three Indian pairings -- MR
Arjun-Treesa Jolly, Balkeshari
Yadav-Swetaparna Panda and
Mauryan Kathiravan-Kuham
Balashri --  advanced to the
semifinals. 
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Ecuador is one win away from
returning to the World Cup after

a 1-1 home draw with South
American qualifying leader Brazil. 

Coach Gustavo Alfaro's team will
qualify to play in Qatar if it beats Peru
next week.

Chile, once a force in the region,
saw its chances shrink dramatically
after a 2-1 home loss to second-place
Argentina. The Chileans will have to
pull good results at Bolivia and Brazil,
with their last match in the competi-
tion likely to be in Santiago against
bitter rival Uruguay.

Uruguay rose back to contention
after a 1-0 win at Paraguay, with a goal
by veteran Luis Suárez. It was the
team's first win for new coach Diego
Alonso, who took over after veteran
Óscar Tabárez was fired due to poor
results.

Brazil (36 points) and Argentina
(32) have already qualified for the
World Cup. Ecuador has 24 points,
five ahead of Uruguay. Colombia
and Peru, which will clash in
Barranquilla, Colombia, on Friday, are
at 17 points. Chile has 16 and could
be overtaken by Bolivia (15), which
will travel to Venezuela — the only
team in the region out of contention
for a spot.

South America has four direct
World Cup spots, and the fifth-place

team will play an international play-
off for a berth.

Ecuador drew at home against
Brazil to boost its chances of qualify-
ing in a game that saw two players sent
off and a number of major refereeing
decisions overturned by video review.

Casemiro opened the scoring by
tapping into an empty net in the sixth
minute for Brazil — which has already
qualified for the World Cup in Qatar
— before Ecuador equalized in the
75th minute with a header by Felix
Torres. But it was Colombian referee
Wilmar Roldan who drew the most

attention by getting a series of key
decisions overturned after VAR —
with Brazil goalkeeper Alisson being
shown a red card twice only to have
both rescinded.

Roldan did not even whistle for
a foul when Ecuador goalkeeper
Alexánder Dominguez planted his
studs into the neck of Brazil striker
Matheus Cunha as he challenged for
a ball at the edge of the area in the
16th minute. After a VAR review,
Dominguez was handed a straight red
card.  Brazil defender Emerson Royal
was then handed a second yellow in
the 20th minute and Alisson appeared
to become the third player sent off 10
minutes later after also hitting an
opponent in the head with his leg after
a clearance. However, Roldan changed
his mind and only showed a yellow
card after VAR stepped in.

The second half had a similar
theme as the Colombian referee
awarded two penalties to Ecuador
only to reverse both decisions after a
review. 

The second penalty was in injury
time and involved Alisson getting a
second yellow, which was also
rescinded.

“I was sent off playing for
Liverpool, I touched the ball outside
the penalty box,” Alisson said. 

“In situations like that you should
not complain, you should accept the
referee's decision. 
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Last edition champions India
defeated China 2-0 to reg-

ister a consolation third place
finish at the women's Asia
Cup hockey tournament here
on Friday.

The Indians left behind
the disappointment of their
semifinal defeat to Korea and
controlled the proceedings in
the first two quarters, scoring
two goals in the process, to go
into half time with a 2-0 lead
against China.

They, however, failed to
score any more goals in the sec-
ond half.

The Indians started bright-
ly and earned a couple of
penalty corners and from one
such situation, Sharmila Devi
gave her side the lead in the
13th minute, scoring from a

rebound after Gurjit Kaur's
initial flick was saved by the
Chinese defence. 

India continued in the
same vein in the second quar-
ter and had the better share of
chances. 

The Indians kept up the
pressure on the Chinese
defence with relentless raids
and secured another penalty
corner in the 19th minute
which was converted by Gurjit
with a superb drag-flick to
make the scoreline 2-0. 

China responded swiftly,
securing a penalty corner
which was brilliantly kept away
by India captain and goalkeep-
er Savita Punia.

Down by two goals, China
came out with more intent
after the change of ends and
tried to put pressure on the
Indian defence but to no avail. 

The Indians kept up the
pressure on the Chinese
defence at the start of the
fourth and final quarter but
failed to create any clear cut
chances. 

China earned a penalty
corner 10 minutes before time
but the Indians defended in
numbers to thwart any danger
to their citadel.

Towards the end of the

match, China pressed hard
and secured three consecutive
penalty corners with two min-
utes left in the clock but lacked
in final execution as the
chances went wasted. 

Japan will be up against
Korea in the summit clash
later on Friday. 

Lack of match practice due
to the COVID-19 pandemic
after finishing a historic fourth
at the Tokyo Olympics, cost
defending champions India
dearly as they produced incon-
sistent performances in crucial
matches to crash out of the title
race.

After thrashing lowly
Malaysia 9-0 in their opener,
India suffered a 0-2 defeat
against Asian Games champi-
ons Japan before beating
Singapore 9-1 to qualify for the
semifinals.
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Former West Indies captain Darren
Sammy feels Indian cricket is in "good

hands" under Rohit Sharma's leadership
as he bracketed the senior India batter
alongside the legendary MS Dhoni in
their ability to get the best out of their
teammates. 

A five-time IPL winning captain, a
fit-again Rohit will take charge as full
time India white ball captain in the
upcoming three ODI and three T20Is
series against the West Indies beginning
in Ahmedabad on February 6.

Rohit was made the captain after the
BCCI removed Virat Kohli as the ODI
skipper following his war of words with
the Board. "Kohli has been exceptional
with his performances on the field. 

I don't think it will affect the team,"
Sammy told PTI on the sidelines of
Legends League Cricket here.

"Rohit has been an excellent captain
(with Mumbai Indians), a good motiva-
tional leader. I've watched him captain-
ing Mumbai in the IPL. 

He's among the captains who have
won like MS Dhoni, (Gautam)
Gambhir..." "All these guys can manage

to get performances from their team-
mates.  These captains normally get
results and win trophies. I'm not worried
about Indian cricket. It's in good hand,"
the 38-year-old added.

Sammy recollected how Dhoni fin-
ished the game for Chennai Super Kings
with a six-ball 18 not out, smashing three
boundaries in the last over against Delhi
Capitals in the semifinal last season.

CSK won their fourth IPL title in
2021 beating Kolkata Knight Riders in
the final.

"You see guys like MS... He didn't do
much the entire season but when the
team needed him to fire in the playoffs,

he was out there in full flow," Sammy
said.

Sammy said it will not be a cakewalk
for India in the upcoming white-ball
series and the Kieron Pollard-led side
should "fancy their chances".

West Indies had bounced back from
a shock 1-2 ODI series defeat against
Ireland to lead the ongoing five-match
T20I home series against England 2-1.

"I believe Pollard will definitely
fancy his chances (against India). 

He has been playing in India for so
long, he knows the conditions well.

"At the (ongoing) England series, we
have unearthed some new talents. 

I think West Indies could go out
there (India) and do well."

India struggled in their last ODI
series in South Africa as the KL Rahul-
led side were routed 0-3 by the Proteas.
They had lost the preceding Test series
1-2. Asked whether it would be an
advantage for the West Indies consider-
ing 

India's struggle in their last series,
Sammy said: "India have always been
strong at home, they are a force to reck-
on with because of some really good one-
day players."
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BCCI Secretary Jay Shah on
Friday said that the post-
poned Ranji Trophy will be
held in two phases starting

next month, clearing the decks for
India's premier domestic competi-
tion to resume after being cancelled
last season.

It is expected that the 38-team
tournament will begin in the second
week of February and the first
phase will continue for about a
month.

The tournament, which was
not held last year due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, was sched-
uled to begin on January 13 but was
postponed owing to a third wave of
infections across the country. 

"The Board has decided to con-
duct the Ranji Trophy this season in
two phases. In the first phase, we
plan to complete all matches of the
league stage while the knockouts
will be held in June," Shah said in a
statement.

"My team is working closely to
mitigate any kind of health risk
caused by the pandemic, while at the
same time ensuring a highly com-
petitive red-ball cricket contest."

Shah said that the BCCI under-
stands the significance of Ranji
Trophy.

"Ranji Trophy is our most pres-
tigious domestic competition, which
has been providing Indian Cricket

with an enviable talent pool every
year. It is absolutely important that
we take all necessary steps to safe-
guard the interest of this premier
event," he said.

The BCCI announcement has
come a day after its treasurer Arun
Dhumal had said that the Board
intends to host the event. 

The two phases are required

since the BCCI also plans to host the
IPL from March 27 and hosting two
big tournaments would not be pos-
sible practically as the players' avail-
ability would also be an issue.
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The ICC women's ODI
World Cup CEO Andrea

Nelson on Friday asserted
that there will be no change in
the number of venues or
scheduling of the event despite
the recent spread of the
COVID-19's Omicron variant
in host country New Zealand.

The World Cup is sched-
uled to be held in New
Zealand from March 4, with
the hosts taking on West
Indies in the tournament
opener. However, New
Zealand has seen a surge in
COVID-19 cases recently
leading to several restrictions.

"We have been in prepa-
ration to host the World Cup
here in 2022 for quite a some-
time, originally it was sched-
uled for 2021. We are well on
track and 35 days away from
the opening match in
Tauranga and 66 days away
from the final at the Hagley
Oval in Christchurch.

"The first thing to say is
that the tournament schedule
is remaining as it is, and that
involves moving around New
Zealand," Nelson told a select
group of reporters on a con-
call on Friday morning.

"We are working with the
ICC at a managed environ-
ment. But broadly speaking,
the tournament will proceed

nationwide as planned," she
added.

On Thursday, New
Zealand Cricket announced a
reworked schedule to curb the
risk of COVID-19 by ensuring
that the teams will not have to
travel a lot for matches in both
men's and women's events.

"The big change in the last
week or so has come about
though is New Zealand has the
Omicron variant. But what
hasn't changed is our full
commitment to staging an
incredible event for the ath-
letes," stated Nelson.

The World Cup is slated to
be played at six venues - -
Tauranga, Dunedin, Hamilton,
Wellington, Auckland and
Christchurch and Nelson
maintained that as of now
there was no change in loca-
tion. "The plan is to retain the
schedule as it is with the six
venues. The contingency mea-
sures were put in place relat-
ed to protecting the travel
between those venues as much
as possible. "We are currently
staging the event as per the
schedule that has been previ-
ously published with no
changes of location."

"So, there are no signifi-
cant changes to the way the
event will be delivered for the
players. Predominantly the
changes are related to specta-
tors inside the stadium."
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Afghanistan sneaked into the
Under-19 World Cup semi-

finals after edging out Sri Lanka
by four runs, courtesy a sensa-
tional fightback, here.

The odds were heavily
stacked against them when they
posted just 134 on the board after
Sri Lanka asked them to take first
strike but Afghanistan produced
a superb performance with the
ball to bowl the island nation out
for 130 in 46 overs.

A composed stay at the crease
from Sri Lanka skipper Dunith
Wellalage (34 off 61) looked like
would pull his team over the line,
but it was not meant to be.

Afghanistan will now face
England in the first Super League
semifinal on February 1.

Put to bat, Afghanistan open-
ers Nangeyalia Kharote and Bilal
Sayedi looked solid for the open-
ing 10 overs before Traveen
Mathew struck with a wicked
delivery that removed Sayedi. 

Kharote departed in the very
next over and when skipper
Suliman Safi was trapped LBW

after making just  one,
Afghanistan were reeling.

Ijaz Ahmadzai lost his wick-
et without troubling the score-
board, but fellow middle-order
batter Abdul Hadi was able to
steady the ship with a crucial 37-
run knock.

Vinjua Ranpul then helped
clear-out the tail for Sri Lanka,
ending with a five-wicket haul at
the expense of just ten runs. 

The Sri Lankan reply was

shaky from the start. Opener
Sadisha Rajapaksa went for a
duck in the opening over, and his
replacement Shevon Daniel went
for just 2 after he was clean
bowled by Bilal Sami.

After 13 overs, they were in
a worse position than
Afghanistan were during their
innings. Noor Ahmed then pro-
duced a cracking delivery to
remove Ranuda Somarathne and
put Sri Lanka in real trouble.

Their dreams of lifting a first
U-19 World Cup trophy were
fading fast. However, the eighth
wicket partnership between cap-
tain Wellalage and Raveen de
Silva looked like it might save the
day, taking Sri Lanka from 43
runs for seven to 112.

Kharote took the crucial
wicket of the skipper, who played
cheaply, before Naveed claimed
the wicket of de Silva to set-up a
nerve jangling finish. 

Sri Lanka got to within five
runs of victory, but their fourth
run-out of the innings cost
Mathew the final wicket and
gave Afghanistan a dramatic vic-
tory
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Defending champion Multan
Sultans thumped Karachi

Kings by seven wickets as
Pakistan's premier domestic
Twenty20 league opened with sev-
eral players and support staff mem-
bers already in isolation after test-
ing positive for COVID-19. 

Led by Mohammad Rizwan's
unbeaten 52 off 47 balls, Multan
cruised to 126-3 with 10 balls to
spare after South Africa leg-spin-
ner Imran Tahir took 3-16 and had
restricted Karachi to 124-5.

The spread of coronavirus has
already seen several players like
Wahab Riaz and Kamran Akmal of

Peshawar Zalmi and Imad Wasim
of Karachi going into isolation. Star
allrounder Shahid Afridi was the
latest to test positive on Thursday
and was ruled out of his team
Quetta Gladiators' first four games. 

Afridi, who was due to miss at
least two games due to back pain,
will remain in isolation for at least
one week before he will be reinte-
grated with his team in a bio-secure
bubble after getting a negative
COVID-19 test. “I have unfortu-
nately tested positive but have no
symptoms at all,” Afridi tweeted.

Karachi missed allrounder
Wasim, who helped the team win
the tournament in 2020 but now is
being replaced by Babar Azam as
skipper. To make things worse for
Karachi, its premier fast bowler
Mohammad Amir had to sit out
the first game due to a side strain.

Babar, leading Karachi for the
first time, and Sharjeel Khan strug-
gled to set the tempo against some
tidy bowling by fast bowlers David
Willey and Shahnawaz Dahani up
front after Rizwan won the toss and
elected to field. 
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Former Zimbabwe cap-
tain Brendan Taylor

was on Friday banned for
three and a half years by
the ICC for failing to
report a 2019 spot-fixing
approach by an Indian
businessman on time and
was also handed a one
month suspension for fail-
ing a dope test which was
linked to his intake of
cocaine during the episode.

In a statement, the
ICC said Taylor admitted
to being in breach of the
provisions of the ICC Anti-
Corruption Code.

"Former Zimbabwe
captain Brendan Taylor
has been banned from all
cricket for three and a half
years after he accepted
breaching four charges of
the ICC Anti-Corruption

Code and, separately, one
charge of the ICC Anti-
Doping Code," the ICC
said.

On January 24, Taylor
made a stunning disclosure
that he was blackmailed
after "foolishly" taking
cocaine during his meeting
with an Indian business-
man.

Taylor said he is facing
a multi-year ban from the
ICC for delay in reporting
a corrupt approach by an
Indian businessman in
2019.

Taylor had claimed
that he was invited by the
businessman to India to
discuss "sponsorships" and
potential launch of a T20
event in Zimbabwe besides
an offer of USD 15,000 in
October 2019. He did not
name the businessman in
question.
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Former head coach Ravi Shastri on Friday said that
Indian cricket would become "spineless" if the

Ranji Trophy is ignored, his comment coming just
before the BCCI announced that the
marquee domestic event will be held
in two phases starting next month.

The Ranji Trophy was scheduled
to start on January 13 this year but
was postponed indefinitely by the
BCCI due to the third wave of the pan-
demic.

"The Ranji Trophy is the
backbone of Indian cricket.
The moment you start
ignoring it our cricket
will be SPINE-
LESS!," Shastri
tweeted.

Just about a
hour after
Shastri's com-
ment, BCCI secre-
tary Jay Shah issued a
statement, confirming
the phased resumption of
the tournament.

"The Board has decided to
conduct the Ranji Trophy this
season in two phases. In the first

phase, we plan to complete all matches of the league
stage while the knockouts will be held in June," Shah
said in a statement.

It is expected that the 38-team tournament will
begin in the second week of February and the first
phase will continue for about a month.

BCCI treasurer Arun Dhumal, after a meeting
of the Board on Thursday, had said that the body
intends to hold the tournament in "two phases".

This is because the BCCI is planning to start the
IPL from March 27 and it will be practically impos-
sible to hold the Ranji Trophy at a stretch.

Dhumal had said this after many state
units and the BCCI brass held a meet-

ing to discuss the way forward.
The meeting was also
attended by BCCI president

Sourav Ganguly and
Shah.

The pandemic
had played spoilsport

last season as well when
the BCCI could only

organise two men's white-
ball tournaments (Vijay Hazare

Trophy and Syed Mushtaq Ali
Trophy).
The BCCI paid 50 per cent of the ear-

lier match fee as compensation to all first-
class cricketers who endured financial
losses due to Ranji's cancellation last year. 
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COVID-hit India will be bol-
stered by the return of key

players, including skipper Yash
Dhull, when the record four-time
champions meet holders
Bangladesh in the third quarter-
final of the U-19 Cricket World
Cup here on Saturday.

Most of the half a dozen
India players, who were affected
by the dreaded virus, have recov-
ered and are set to feature in the
crucial clash. However, Nishant
Sindhu, who was stand-in captain
of the team, has tested positive
and will miss the match. He will
be replaced by Aneeshwar
Gautam in the squad.

Six players -- Dhull, his

deputy Shaik Rasheed, Sidharth
Yadav, Aaradhya Yadav and
Manav Parakh -- had returned
positive RTPCR tests before the
Ireland game. All of them are
available for Saturday's game.

Dhull and other infected
players reached Antigua on
Friday morning after undergoing
seven days of isolation in
Trinidad. "They have been med-
ically deemed fit to play. They
have a day or so to train and be
game ready," an ICC source told
PTI. They had gone into isolation
ahead of India's second league
fixture against Ireland, dealing a
big blow to the record four time
champions. Five of them tested
positive in the RTPCR tests and
also ended up missing the last

league game against Uganda.
However, the depth in the

squad ensured India won both
those games comfortably and
qualified for the quarterfinals as
group toppers. Sindhu led the
side in Dhull's absence as India
struggled to field 11 fit players on
the park in the game against
Ireland."Most of the players have
recovered and should be fit
enough to play tomorrow," a
BCCI official told PTI. Both
Dhull and Rasheed are important
batters for the team and had
looked in good touch against
South Africa in their tournament
opener. Opener Angkrish
Raghuvanshi and all-rounder
Raj Bawa's confidence must be
sky high after they scored match

winning tons against Uganda.
Left-arm spinner Vicky Ostwal
has been India's stand out bowler
in the tournament with seven
wickets. The game will be a
rematch of the previous edition's
final in 2020 when Bangladesh
had stunned the favourites to win
their maiden title. Current
Bangladesh skipper Rakibul
Hasan was part of that memo-
rable final. In the recently held
Asia Cup semifinal in the UAE,
India had outplayed Bangaldesh
and gone on to win the title.
Bangladesh's entry into the
knockouts here wasnt as smooth
as India's. England outplayed
them in the first game before they
qualified with wins over Canada
and UAE.


