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RICH HAUL OF ‘PADMAS’
General Bipin
Rawat

Prabha
Atre

Ghulam Nabi
Azad

Kalyan Singh, Gen Rawat
given Padma Vibhushan;
Azad Padma Bhushan
PNS n NEW DELHI

Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee
rejects award

Former Uttar Pradesh chief minister and Hindutva poster boy late
Kalyan Singh and India's first
eteran CPI(M) leader
Chief of Defence Staff General
and former West
Bipin Rawat who died in a heliBengal chief minister
copter crash recently were awardBuddhadeb
ed Padma Vibhushan on
Bhattacharjee on
Tuesday, while veteran Congress
Tuesday rejected the
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad and
Padma Bhushan
former West Bengal CM and
award. "I know nothing
CPI(M) leader Buddhadeb
about this award. No
Bhattacharjee were given Padma Buddhadeb
one has told me
Bhattacharjee
Bhushan.
anything about it. If they
Cyrus Poonawalla of the Serum
have decided to offer Padma
Institute of India, which manufacBhushan to me, I refuse to accept
tured COVID-19 vaccine
it," he said in a statement.
Covishield, and Krishna Ella and
According to CPI(M) sources, it
Suchitra Ella of Bharat Biotech,
was a decision of Bhattacharjee and
which produced India's indigenous
also the party. Former Uttar Pradesh
coronavirus vaccine Covaxin, were
chief minister and Hindutva poster
also given Padma Bhushan.
boy late Kalyan Singh and India's
Kalyan Singh and General Rawat
first Chief of Defence Staff General
were given Padma Vibhushan, the
Bipin Rawat who died in a
country's second-highest civilian
helicopter crash recently, were
award, posthumously.
awarded Padma Vibhushan on
Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella
Tuesday, while veteran Congress
and Google CEO Sundar Pichai
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad and
were conferred Padma Bhushan,
CPI(M) leader Buddhadeb
the third-highest civilian award.
Bhattacharjee were conferred with

V

Padma Bhushan.
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FOR TELUGU ‘biddalu’
NAVEENA GHANATE
n HYDERABAD

As many as 11 persons with
Telugu background have been
conferred with 10 Padma awards
this year.
Ahead of the 73rd Republic
Day, the Union Home Ministry on
Tuesday announced the list of 128
recipients of Padma awards in
recognition of their distinguished
contribution in various spheres of
activity.
Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella,
Google's Sundar Pichai, Vaccine
maker Bharat Biotech founders
and couple Krishna Ella and
Suchitra Ella are among the 17
Padma Bhushan awardees this
year.
Persons from Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh together got six
Padma Shri awards. Sowcar
Janaki, though from Tamil Nadu,
has Telugu roots.
Five persons from Telangana
have been honoured this year
with one Padma Bhushan and
three Padma Shri awards.
Three personalities have been
conferred with Padma Shri in Arts
category. Popular Kinnera player
Darshanam Mogilaiah has been
honoured with Padma Shri.
Popularly known as Kinnera
Mogilaiah, the Kinnera folk artiste
hails from the Amrabad Forest
Reserve, Mahabubnagar, and is
popular for singing ballads, which
are often interspersed with simple
and short monologues. He recent-

CB-CID registers
forgery case
against TDP
MLC Ashok Babu

Employees say talks only
after cancellation of GOs

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Even as the government employees
have intensified their ongoing stir
by holding dharnas and rasta rokos
in all the 13 districts of the State,
they on Tuesday yet again refused
to participate in the talks and consultations offered by the government until the controversial GOs
related to the PRC are withdrawn.
The steering committee of the
newly-formed PRC Struggle
Committee held an important
meeting on Tuesday and decided
to write to the governmentappointed committee on the
demands for them to take part in
the talks.
After the meeting, a few representatives visited the committee
members at the Secretariat and
handed over what they called a
'Protest Letter'. Their prime

A forgery case has been registered
by the Andhra Pradesh Crime
Branch, Crime Investigation
Department (AP CB-CID)
against TDP MLC Ashok Babu.
The CID has registered a case
under sections 477A, 465 and 420
(Cheating and dishonestly inducing delivery of property) against
the TDP MLC.
The charge is that Ashok Babu
falsely stated his educational qualifications in his service record
during his tenure as Assistant
Commercial Tax Officer. While
Ashok Babu claimed that he was
a BCom graduate, it has been
revealed that he does not possess
the degree.
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PNS n VIJAYAWADA

BJP leaders
stopped on
the way to
Gudivada,
arrested
3

TODAY
ALMANAC
Month & Paksham:
Pausa, Krishna Paksha

Tithi : Navami : Jan 26 06:25 AM to Jan 27 04:34 AM
Dashami : Jan 27 04:34 AM to Jan 28 02:16 AM

Nakshatram : Swati: Jan 25 10:54 AM to Jan 26 10:06 AM
Vishaka: Jan 26 10:06 AM to Jan 27 08:51 AM

Rahukalam : 12:28 PM to 1:52 PM
Yamagandam : 8:16 AM to 9:40 AM
Varjyam : 03:25 PM to 04:56 PM
Gulika : 11:04 AM to 12:28 PM
Amritakalam : 12:31 AM to 02:02 AM
Abhijit Muhurtham : Nil

VIJAYAWADA
WEATHER
Forecast: PARTLY CLOUDY
Temp: 33oc
Humidity: 65%
Sunrise: 6:41 AM
Sunset: 6:05 PM
Updated JANUARY 25, 2021 5:00 PM

demands are cancellation of PRC
GOs, salaries according to old
scales, and providing them with
the Ashutosh Mishra committee.
The employee unions said that they
are ready to hold talks if the state
government fulfills its three prime
demands.
It may be recalled that government employees had served an
indefinite work strike to the government on Monday. As per the
action plan of their agitation programme they will go on strike from
midnight of February 6 onwards.
Meanwhile, districts across the
state were reverberated with slogans by the agitating employees
who had held demonstrations in
the form of dharnas, rasta rokos,
human chains and protest meetings in large numbers.
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PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Satya Nadella

Krishna Ella and Suchitra Ella

Ramachandraiah

Sowcar Janaki

Padmaja Reddy

ly lent vocals to the introductory
song of the actor's upcoming film
'Bheemla Nayak'.
Renowned Kuchipudi dancer
Padmaja Reddy was bestowed
with Padma Shri. She revived the
dance form 'Kakatiyam' that existed 1,400 years ago in the Kakatiya
dynasty.
Folk artiste from Bhadradri
Kothagudem Ramachandraiah
has been conferred with Padma

Ranjit Basha appointed
as Vja Commissioner
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

In a minor reshuffle, the State government has transferred eight IAS
officers and has given fresh postings.
According to a GO issued by
Chief Secretary Sameer Sharma,
Vijayawada
Municipal
Commissioner Prasanna Venkatesh
was appointed as the Collector of
West Godavari district. Ranjit Basha,
who was the Joint Secretary in the
CCLA office, has been transferred
as the Vijayawada Commissioner.
Social Welfare Principal Secretary
K Sunitha has been appointed as the
Principal Secretary of the Minority
Welfare Department, Gandham
Chandrudu, the Special Secretary,
Minorities department was transferred as the Special Secretary of the
Social Welfare Department and
Kartikeya Mishra, the Collector of
West Godavari District was appointed as the Special Commissioner of
the Labor Department.
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Darshanam Mogilaiah

Shri in the Arts segment.
From Andhra Pradesh,
Garikapati Narasimha R ao,
Gosaveedu Shaik Hassan (posthumous) and Dr. Sunkara Venkata
Adinarayana Rao have been conferred with Padma Shri.
Sunkara Venkata Adinarayana
Rao is an Indian orthopaedic
surgeon noted for his work for the
poor and needy. He hails from
Bhimavaram, West Godavari

Dr Sunkara Venkata
Adinarayana Rao

Garikipati Narasimha Rao

District. Narsimha Rao Garikapati
has been honoured with Padma
Shri under Literature & Education
category. He is a Telugu Avadhani
(literary performer) hailing from
Annavaram in East Godavari,
Andhra Pradesh. He is respected
for his abilities to spin out verses
conforming to Telugu grammar.
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G over nor
Biswabus an
Harichandan on Tuesday greeted the people on the eve of
Republic Day. "I have great
pleasure in conveying my greetings to the people of Andhra
Pradesh," he said.
He said Republic Day is a day
of remembrance as well as of rededication. "It is a day of
remembrance of all those great
patriots whose sacrifices have
made it possible for us today, to
enjoy the fruits of freedom. A
day of rededication to the noble
ideals of truth, non-violence,
peace, solidarity,
and
universal
brotherhood,
which
inspired
o u r
nat iona l
struggle for
freedom. On
this auspicious day, let us take
a pledge to dedicate ourselves to
the cause of nation-building.
My warm and patriotic wishes
to all the people, to make this
day truly memorable. Wish you
all a Happy Republic Day," he
said.
He called upon the people to
follow COVID-appropriate
behaviour and take all precautions to prevent the spread of
the virus. All eligible persons
should immediately take the
vaccine to protect themselves
and their family members from
the virus.

Govt steps up efforts
to reorganise AP dists
n Cabinet clears draft notification prepared by CCLA
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The State government is said to have
intensified its efforts to reorganise the
districts in the State. The State Cabinet
is learnt to have virtually approved the
government's decision about reorganisation of the districts in Andhra
Pradesh. It is understood that the
state government had circulated the
notification related to the reorganisation of the districts from the present
13 to 26 to the Cabinet ministers on
Tuesday in 'online' mode. The notification has been approved by the
Cabinet in virtual mode.
The CCLA also prepared a preliminary draft notification for new districts/Revenue Divisions, Statement of

Proposed Districts and Revenue
Divisions, Demography, Education,
Health (Allopathy) & Economy and
submitted to the government, for
issuance of preliminary notification.
Chief Secretary Dr. Sameer
Sharma and CCLA Neerabh Kumar
Prasad on Tuesday had also held a
video conference with all the district
collectors to seek their views 'urgently' on the recommendations of the
State Level Committee constituted
for the creation of new districts in
the State.
The recommendations of the
Committee were forwarded to all
the District Collectors on Tuesday
for obtaining their views. During
the Zoom conference, the district

collectors have consented in principle to the recommendations of ,
the state-level committee and submitted that they will send further
remarks if any before the final
notification.
Government is reorganising the
districts in the State as per SubSection (5) of Section (3) of AP
District (Formation) Act 1974, "the
Government, in the interest of better administration and development of areas concerned proposes
to form of New Districts, Revenue
Divisions and Mandals in the present Districts of AP state," said a note
prepared by the CCLA office.
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Govt ready for another round of talks, says Sajjala
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Reiterating that it is an employeefriendly government, the minister's committee assured that the government is ready to hold talks with
employees' unions and stated that
another set of discussions will be
held on January 27.
Addressing the media after hold-

ing talks with the PRC steering committee, Government
Advisor
Sajjala
Ramakrishna Reddy said
that the leaders of the
steering committee had
brought three demands to
the notice, which includes
putting PRC GOs at
abeyance, the release of

Ashutosh Misra Report
on PRC, and implement the previous
pay scale.
In this regard, he
stated that the government is ready to
discuss the employees' issues as they are
part of the government

AP's mangrove cover shrinks by 90 sq.km
SNV SUDHIR
n VIJAYAWADA

In more than three decades, mangrove forests that play an important
role in protecting coastal areas, have
shrunk in Andhra Pradesh. When
the mangroves were first assessed
in 1987 by Forest Survey India (FSI)
, mangroves in the state were
spread in 495 sq kms.
In the latest assessment, these
mangroves were found to be spread
in 404.64sq km in Andhra Pradesh
majorly concentrated in East
Godavari, Krishna and Guntur
districts.
The major drop in the mangroves with 329 sq km was witnessed in the 2003 assessment
done by FSI. From then onwards,
the mangroves started witnessing
an increase to 404.64 sq km in the
latest assessment by 2020.

AP Governor
greets people
on Republic Day

As per the latest FSI's assessment, there is a slight increase in
mangroves in Andhra Pradesh
over a year between 2019 and 2020.
According to the latest assessment
mangroves in Andhra Pradesh had

increased by 0.64sq km in 2020
over 2019 and the details were presented in the recently released
India State of Forest Report (ISFR)
2021.
Mangroves are extremely impor-

tant to coastal ecosystems.
Physically, they protect shorelines
from damaging winds, waves,
floods, and also pollution.
While as per the FSI's assessment
in 2019 mangroves in Andhra
Pradesh stood at 404 sq km they
had increased to 404.64 sq km over
a year by 2020.
Growing land reclamation for
agriculture and industrialization
along the coastlines and discharge
of untreated domestic sewage and
industrial effluents are damaging to
these forests.
The Forest Survey of India has
been assessing the mangrove cover
using remote sensing since 1987. In
the first assessment, carried out at
1:1 million scale, the estimated
extent of the Mangrove cover was
4,046 sq km.
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and invited them all for the talks.
Sajjala Ramakrishna Reddy said
that they would try to resolve the
issues in the best possible way or
take them to a higher level and
asserted that the problem will go to
stalemate if the employee's unions
don't participate in talks.
He reiterated that Chief Minister
YS Jaganmohan Reddy strives for

the welfare of the employees, just the
same way he considers people and
thus announced IR, increased pay
scale of Asha workers and
Anganwadis. He appealed to the
employees to understand the situation and act accordingly.
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Memo issued again
for salary processing
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The State government again on
Tuesday issued a memo regarding
processing salaries of the government employees according to the
revised pay scales under the new
Pay Revision Commission (PRC).
This is the third such memo
issued by the State Finance department to the HoDs, treasury offices,
etc in the last few days. This comes
even after the employees' unions
put forth before the government
three demands one of which is the
payment of December month
salary that will be given in January
on old scales. The members of the
steering committee of the newly

formed PRC Struggle Committee
on Tuesday too asked the government-appointed committee to pay
salaries on the old scales.
Notably, the treasury employees
union stating that they are also part
of the agitating employees had
refused to process the salaries.
Now, it needs to be seen whether
the salaries can be processed as per
regular schedule or not.
Finance Secretary SS Rawat last
week had also held a video conference with all the officials of the state
treasury offices across the state and
also the Pay and Accounts Office
explaining the procedure.
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KCR's all-out efforts to stem the tide of anti-incumbency
bership in the histoow can I stem the
ry of the combined state
anti-incumbency
of Andhra Pradesh.
factor without letEven the Communist
ting matters deteriorate?
Party of India (MarxistThis thought could be
led Left Front that
uppermost on the mind
PIN
of Telangana Chief POINT ruled West Bengal for three
and half decades had organMinister
K.
isational strength of just three
Chandrasekhar Rao who is
determined to retain power lakh full-timers. The BJP,
with a 'positive vote' from the which is heading the ruling
people of Telangana in the dispensation at the Centre,
has six million members.
2023 polls.
KCR is targeting the BJP at
People do consider him a
fighter and, more important- the national level because of its
ly, as a man who had secured disdainful attitude towards
statehood for Telangana. In TRS' rule in the state. By
general, people feel that KCR virtue of its strength at the
got Telangana State from the national level and the clout of
then Union government its government at the Centre,
despite the hardships it was the BJP too is focusing on TRS
facing in view of the attitudes and its leadership on every key
of principal political parties. issue.
The two national level parThe Telangana Rastra
Samithi has a record six mil- ties, Congress and BJP, are
lion party workers. No other individually concentrating on
party had this kind of mem- TRS' rule, keeping the latter on

H

Rich haul of
‘Padmas’...
Continued from Page 1
He delivers lectures on personality development based
on Hindu culture and way of
life. He regularly gives discourses on ancient Hindu
texts like Bhagavad Gita,
Balavikaasam, Ramayana,
and Mahabharata.
Gosaveedu Sheik Hassan
Saheb is a former disciple of
Sheik Chinna Moulana, who
has served as the resident
vidhwan of Bhadracharam
Sitarama Temple for about
45 years.
From Tamil Nadu, veteran actress Sowcar Janaki was
honoured with Padma Shri.
The actress has appeared in
over 450 films, predominantly in Tamil, Telugu, and
Kannada languages. She also
performed on stage in over
3,000 shows and was a radio
artiste during her earlier
years. She won two Nandi
Awards.The Padma awards
are presented by the
President ceremonially at
his official residence - the
Rashtrapati Bhawan around March or April each
year.

13,819 fresh
Covid cases
reported in AP
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The coronavirus caseload in
Andhra Pradesh crossed 22
lakh while the number of
active cases crossed one-lakh
with the addition of 13,819
fresh infections on Tuesday.
The last one lakh cases
came in a span of 10 days
with the state registering over
10,000 fresh positives per
day over the past few days.
The state also reported 12
fresh Covid-19 deaths, the
highest in a day after about
two months.
Also, 5,716 infected persons got cured in the state, the
latest bulletin said.
The state Covid-19 chart
now showed a total of
22,08,955 positive cases,
20,92,998 recoveries and
14,561 deaths to date.
The active caseload
increased to 1,01,396, the
bulletin said.
Visakhapatnam, which is
now the major hotspot in the
state, reported 1,988 fresh
cases in 24 hours.
Prakasam logged 1,589,
Guntur
1,422,
Anantapuramu 1,345, SPS
Nellore 1,305, Kurnool 1,255,
Kadapa 1,083 and East
Godavari 1,001.

CHICKEN
RATES `/KG
Dressed/With Skin

`199

Without Skin

`219

Broiler at Farm

`107

EGG
RATES `/100
VIJAYAWADA
437
VISAKHAPATNAM 435
HYDERABAD
415
RETAIL PRICE
`4.37
(IN VIJAYAWADA

KCR is targeting the BJP at the
national level because of its
disdainful attitude towards TRS' rule
in the state. By virtue of its strength
at the national level and the clout of
its government at the Centre, the
BJP too is focusing on TRS and its
leadership on every key issue.
tenterhooks.
Purchase of lakhs of tonnes
of paddy during the agricultural season has become the bone
of contention between the BJP
and the TRS.
The TRS says that the
Centre's refusal to purchase
paddy was against the interests
of farmers and injustice was
done to TS' farmers. The BJP
has been making the same
allegation against the TRS for

"not taking steps to purchase
the paddy".
The BJP's agitational programmes and TRS Ministers'
tour to Delhi for the purpose
of meeting Union Ministers in
this regard reflected the studied efforts of both sides that
were out to 'expose' each other.
But farmers in Telangana
State have been the ultimate
losers in this regard as no concrete effort is being made even

M D RATNA KUMAR
Senior Journalist

now to effectively resolve the
problem.
For the next agricultural
season, farmers of TS need to
go ahead with their own plans
on paddy plantations. We are
witnessing a rare situation in
which the Union & state governments are engaged in a

Helpless in tracking netizens
on abusive posts: CBI to HC
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Central
Bureau
of
Investigation (CBI) counsel
informed the Andhra Pradesh
High Court on Tuesday of the
investigating agency's helplessness in tracking the proruling party activists who posted abusive postings on social
media platforms on judges
and the judiciary.
They informed the High
Court that the agency had
written letters to popular social
media platforms - Twitter,
Facebook and YouTube, asking
them to delete the posts of
some social media activists
making derogatory comments
against some judges and judi-

ciary.
The CBI counsel told the
court that these social media
platforms had ignored their

letters and did not respond to
them and even to the letter
written by the Registrar
General of AP High Court.

The court took the social
media's indifferent attitude
seriously and directed that
the social media platforms
should treat the CBI letters as
court orders, ignoring such
orders would amount to contempt of court. The case has
now been posted to January 31
for further hearing.
The CBI has so far arrested
nine social media activists
supporting the YSRCP in connection with a case pertaining
to certain derogatory posts
they have made on social
media against judges and the
judiciary. It is also on the
lookout for another social
media activist Punch
Prabhakar.

wordy duel only for the purpose of getting political
mileage, though it is clearly at
the cost of farmers.
Several issues are haunting
KCR, including the issuance of
G.O No.317 that has literally
pushed government employees, particularly teachers in
huge numbers, into great trouble, with employees facing
nativity issues regardless of
where they go for work.
During the reorganisation of
districts taken up immediately upon formation of the new
state of Telangana, the state
government's employees were
allotted to new districts and
told that they had to stay put
there until retirement, causing
heartburn to many of them.
The 'Dalit Bandhu ' programme, involving financial
assistance for the uplift of
Dalits, appears to be becoming
a white elephant for the gov-

ernment. It needs Rs.1.70 lakh
crores of rupees for implementation the scheme across the
state.
This programme was introduced in the Huzurabad
Assembly seat, where a byeelection was held recently.
The Government hurriedly
introduced this programme
eyeing the presence of a huge
number of Dalits in the constituency. However, former
minister in KCR's cabinet Etala
Rajender won the battle in the
bypolls, giving a shock to the
TRS leadership. Now the TRS
government is compelled by
circumstances to implement
the Dalit Bandhu scheme
throughout the state at any
cost. It is now a moon shot
with there being no guarantee
that this card would serve the
purpose of the ruling party at
the hustings.
Amid these issues behind

the anti-incumbency tide, the
TRS is going to face the elections next year with the sole
purpose of making the third
successive win.
In general, it is not so easy
for any party to register its
third successive victory, given
probable shifts in people's
preferences linked to the overall performance of the government.
Just as people would be
wary of letting a novice to
rule them, a ruling party that
is eyeing third consecutive
win in elections will have to
stem the tide of anti-incumbency circumspectly. Only
time will tell whether KCR
would find place beside his
counterparts in Bihar and
Madhya Pradesh, Nitish
Kumar and Shivraj Singh
Chowhan respectively, who
had the last laugh in their
third consecutive elections!

Govt offices wear a deserted
look as staff go on mass leave
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

A day after strike notice was
ser ved by government
employees in State, government offices on Tuesday wore
a deserted look as the employees skipped their duties and
took part in the protest activities against the state government on the recently issued
GOs on the 11th PRC. Most of
the government offices did not
see any employees discharging
duties.
Many people, who came to
the government offices on
various works, faced severe
inconvenience due to the
absence of the employees.
Though the employees
declared that they would strike
work from February 7, they
started shunning their duties
from Tuesday itself.

They said that the government employees are public
servants and they are getting
their salaries from the taxes
paid by the people. However,
they have started skipping
work two weeks before the
commencement of the scheduled strike.
On Monday, Government
employees, teachers and pensioners who have formed an
umbrella body called 'PRC
Struggle Committee' served
notice to
General
Administration Department
Principal Secretary Sashi
Bhushan Kumar.
D Eswar, Municipal
Employees' Union general secretary and AP JAC Amaravati,
Krishna district chairman said
that as per the call given by
PRC Struggle Committee
leaders a maximum number of

employees have applied for
mass casual leave and took
part in the dharna programme
to protest at the collectorate.
The employees took out a
rally from the Old Bus Stand
to Dharna Chowk. He said
that, however, a few employees had discharged their
duties. To mark the 73rd
Republic Day, they would
place a memorandum with the
demands of employees at Dr.
BR Ambedkar statue, he said.
P Koteswara Rao, a private
employee said, "I have applied
for a water connection about
two months ago, to find out its
status and visited the VMC
office. To my surprise, I found
no one in the office. Later, I
was told that employees are on
strike which shocked me as I
thought the strike would begin
from February 7," he added.

Employees say talks

AP's mangrove cover shrinks by 90...

Memo issued...

Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1

At the protest programme in
Vijayawada, PRC Struggle
Committee members participated and explained the reason behind launching the
protests.
P Venkatrami Reddy said
that they had never witnessed
a decrease in their wages and
as they didn't have any other
go resorted to direct action
and agitation.
Bopparaju Venkateswarlu
said that the government,
with the help of volunteers,
had been peddling false propaganda against the govern-

ment employees. He reminded that despite them requesting the government many
times, the Aushitosh Mishra
committee report was never
shared with them. He questioned the right of the government to slash HRA slabs,
CCAs, and other allowances.
Venkateswarlu further said
that the senior officials are
misleading that the gross
salary has been increased after
showing the DAs.
They also said they are only
seeking but only requesting
for better PRC and reminded
the agitations led by the
employees for their demands.

Govt steps up efforts to...
Continued from Page 1
The notification is expected to be
issued in a day or two. Making
each parliamentary segment a
district has been the chief minister YS Jaganmohan Reddy's
poll promise in 2019. Though
Andhra Pradesh has 25 parliament segments which should
translate into 25 districts, the
Araku segment will be made into
two districts due to the huge
geography spread in four districts.
Already, a six-member panel

headed by former chief secretary
Nilam Sawhney had submitted its
report into the reorganisation of
the districts to the government.
Further, three more committees have been formed to initiate
the district reorganisation procedure. After the notification, it is
learnt that the public hearings will
be held in the respective districts.
As per the laid down procedure after the public hearing, a
draft gazette will be issued by the
State, which will be sent to the
Union government for its nod.

Subsequently, from 1989 to
1999, the mangrove cover was
assessed regularly on a two-year
cycle at 1:250,000 scale.
Assessment from 2001 onwards
has been carried out at 1:50,000
scale.
The mangrove cover in the
present FSI assessment was
categorized into Very Dense
with canopy density of 70pc
and above, Moderately Dense
with canopy density of 40pc
and more but less than 70pc,
and Open categories that come
under the canopy density of
10pc and more but less than 40
pc.
Of the total mangrove
forests in the state 213.09 sq km
are categorised as moderately
dense mangrove and 191.69 sq

km as open mangrove. Andhra
Pradesh doesn't have very
dense mangroves.
Sunderban, located in the
northern Bay of Bengal is the
world's largest single patch of
Mangrove Forests. Spread over
approximately 10,000 sq km, in
Bangladesh and India,
Sundarban is the first
Mangrove forest in the world,
which was brought under scientific management, as early as
1892.
Mangroves in Andhra
Pradesh's coastal areas are
majorly found in East
Godavari, Krishna, and Guntur
districts.
East Godavari has approximately 187.81 sq km of mangrove forests with a slight
decrease of 0.25 sq km. After
East Godavari district Krishna

National
Institute
of
Technology (NIT)- Andhra
Pradesh has signed a
Memorandum
of
Understanding (MoU) with
LinkedIn recently. This will
facilitate collaborative research
and development between the
two organizations.
The MoU was signed by the
National
Institute
of
Technology Andhra Pradesh,
Director, Prof C S P Rao, and
LinkedIn's Business Systems
Program, Director, Naga
Krishna
R.
Sathvalli.
Chidambaran Kollengode,
Director, Data and AI
Platforms division of LinkedIn
spearheads this research collaboration on behalf of
LinkedIn.
Under this MoU a research

grant will be awarded to the
principal investigator Dr.
Karthick Seshadri, Assistant
Professor, NIT Andhra
Pradesh and the CoInvestigator Dr. Nagesh Bhattu
Sristy, Assistant Professor, NIT
Andhra Pradesh, for solving
open research problems in
enabling intelligent and elastic
cloud computing.
Speaking about this initiative, Prof C S P Rao, said, "The
association of the two organisations would enable joint
research in the niche area of
intelligent cloud computing
and in fostering research to
address industry-relevant
problems by the academia. I
appreciate the researchers at
NIT Andhra Pradesh for providing extensive training to
their research team on
Statistical Modeling, Cloud

Leadership Programme (IVLP)
participant, Ganjivarapu
Srinivas told The Pioneer.
The current assessment by
FSI also shows that the overall
mangrove cover in the country
is 4,992 sq km, which is 0.15 pc
of the country's total geographical area. Very Dense Mangrove
comprises 1,475 sq km
(29.55pc) of the mangrove
cover; Moderately Dense mangrove is 1,481 sq km (29.67 pc)
while Open Mangroves constitute an area of 2,036 sq km
(40.78 pc).
There has been a net increase
of 17 sq km in the mangrove
cover of the country as compared to the 2019 assessment.
The states that had shown a significant gain in mangrove cover
are Odisha with 8 sq km and
Maharashtra with 4 sq km.

During the video conference,
Rawat reiterated that the
salaries need to be processed
according to the new PRC.
"The January 2022 salary
bills shall be prepared duly fixing the pay as per PRC 2022
only for the government
employees, wherever applicable," said the memo.
The APCFSS had prepared
a new module and been
deployed
at
https://payroll.herb.apcfss.in
for processing the salaries as per
the revised pay scales and all the
DDO's were asked to enter the
life cycle of the employees
working under their control for
the period from July 1, 2018, to
December 31, 2021, duly verifying their Service Registers.

Govt ready for another...

CB-CID registers forgery case against TDP MLC Ashok Babu...

Continued from Page 1

According to the FIR, Andhra
Pradesh Joint Commissioner of
State Tax (Services) D Geetha
Madhuri lodged a comprehensive complaint with the CID
against the tampering of service
records of P Ashok Babu.
The TDP MLC had wrongly
claimed that he was a graduate

Before meeting the steering
committee members of the
employees' unions the government committee members had held a meeting
with the chief minister and
updated him about the cur-

rent ongoing stalemate.
They also briefed him about
the strike notice served by
t he u n i ons . T h e C h i e f
Minister is said to have
given guidance to the committee members on holding
c onsu lt at i ons w it h t he
unions.

NIT -AP, LinkedIn sign MoU for research
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

has the largest mangrove forests
spread in 137.76 sq km.
Krishna's mangrove forests had
also seen an increase by 0.68 sq
km over the year 2019 assessment. Guntur district has
67.97 sq km of mangroves.
Nellore and Prakasam districts
have 1.24 sq km and 1 sq km
of mangroves respectively.
"Mangroves are extremely
important in protecting coasts
from several calamities.
Unfortunately, instead of conservation, these mangroves are
being destroyed in the name of
industrialisation. The government should equally focus on
conserving these mangroves
that are extremely important to
maintain healthy ecology,"
noted environmental activist
and US government-backed
International
Visitor

Computing and Machine
Learning, to impart the necessary technical know-how for
meeting the objectives of the
first MoU."
This MoU is the second of
its kind between the two organizations, which has been
made possible after the
researchers at NIT Andhra
Pradesh showcased significant
novel research outcomes as a
deliverable of the first MoU
which was signed in June 2020.
Dr. Karthick Seshadri,
Assistant Professor, NIT
Andhra Pradesh, said, "As an
outcome of the first MoU with
LinkedIn, we have set up a
cloud computing test-bed
using the servers sponsored
through funding by LinkedIn
to run the experiments at NIT
Andhra Pradesh premises. To
resolve the open research prob-

lems faced in orchestrating an
elastic cloud, we have used
workloads sampled from a
real-time cloud environment to
develop first-of-its-kind cloud
workload characterization
models and to subsequently
utilize these models for capacity planning.
The descriptive and predictive accuracies of the characterization models designed are
better than the state-of-the-art
models."
ChidambaranKollengode,
said, "Scaling is a big challenge
in a cloud environment and
truly elastic model is typically
viewed as a financial optimization problem; however,
we have attempted to explore
the technical implications
underlying this problem. To
address the problem of scaling,
there is a need for an efficient

Continued from Page 1

Kalyan Singh...
Continued from Page 1
Late Punjabi folk singer
Gurmeet Bawa, actor Victor
Banerjee and former Union
Home Secretary Rajiv Mehrishi
have been awarded Padma
Bhushan.
Olympic gold medallist
Neeraj Chopra and singer Sonu
Nigam were awarded Padma
Shri. According to the Ministry
of Home Affairs (MHA), the
President approved conferment
of 128 Padma Awards, including
two duo cases, this year. In a duo
case, the award is counted as one.
The list comprises 4 Padma
Vibhushan, 17 Padma Bhushan
and 107 Padma Shri awards.
Thirty-four of the awardees are
women and the list also includes
10 persons from the category of
Foreigners/NRI/PIO/OCI and
13 posthumous awardees.

and had mentioned pending
cases in his election affidavit. The
department concluded that there
were no pending cases against
him. As per a report, it was discovered by president of AP
Commercial Taxes Employees'
Association B Mehar Kumar
that some staff members had
plotted with Ashok Babu to
tamper with the record in the

MLC's favour.
In its order of August 2021, the
Lokayukta directed the government to hand over the matter to
the State CB-CID for a thorough
probe and directed them to
prosecute those involved under
provisions of the Indian Penal
Code and intimate the action to
Lokayukta under section 12 (2)
of the Lokayukta Act, 1983.

Ranjit Basha
appointed as Vja...
Continued from Page 1
Rekha Rani, working as the
Special Commissioner of the
Labor Department is now

transferred as the MD of Kapu
Corporation. Ananta Ram, who
was the MD of Kapu
Corporation, was relieved of his
additional responsibilities.

Although every possible care and caution has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is being sold on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or binding in any way on the writers, editors, publishers, and printers and sellers who do not owe any responsibility for any
damage or loss to any person, a purchaser of this publication or not for the result of any action taken on the basis of this work. All disputes are subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of competent court and forums in Delhi/New Delhi only. Readers are advised and requested to verify and seek appropriate advice to satisfy themselves about the veracity of any kind of advertisement before
responding to any contents published in this newspaper. The printer, publisher, editor and any employee of the Pioneer Group's will not be held responsible for any kind of claim made by the advertisers of the products & services and shall not be made responsible for any kind of loss, consequences and further product-related damages on such advertisements.

Printed and published by B Krishna Prasad for and on behalf of CMYK Printech Ltd., Printed at Sree Seshasai Enterprises, D.No. New 3-88, Old 3-22, Chandra Theatre, Gosala, Penamaluru Mandal, Vijayawada,
Andhra Pradesh - 521 151, Executive Editor: Navin Upadhyay. Resident Editor: B Krishna Prasad, AIR SURCHARGE of Rs 2.00.

vijayawada 03

VIJAYAWADA | WEDNESDAY | JANUARY 26, 2022

CM launches ‘EBC Nestham'
Rs 589 cr transferred to bank accounts of beneficiaries

Vote is a powerful tool and invaluable right
of citizens: Biswabhusan Harichandan
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Chief Minister YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy on Tuesday disbursed Rs 589 crore into the
accounts of 3,92,674 economically-backward women from
upper castes under the 'EBC
Nestham' scheme.
Speaking on the occasion,
the Chief Minister said that the
scheme is aimed to better the
livelihoods of economically
backward women by providing
financial assistance of Rs
15,000 per annum to those
women between 45-60 years.
He said that EBC Nestham
was not mentioned in the election manifesto, yet the government has come up with a
scheme to help the poor. He
stated that they have implemented similar schemes like
YSR Cheyutha, Kapu Nestham
that benefit middle-aged
women in empowering them,
where over 32 lakh women
have been benefited.
Further, the Chief Minister
said that the government is
committed to women's
empowerment and has partnered with top companies like
ITC, Amul, Proctor and
Gamble, Reliance to facilitate
women with business opportunities. He stated that such initiatives would boost confidence among women to run
their businesses effortlessly

and make them self-reliant.
The Chief Minister said that
the government is striving for
the overall development of the
state duly in accordance with
the Indian Constitution and

paid tributes to the constitution-makers as the scheme is
being launched on the eve of
73rd Republic Day.
Recalling the past two-anda-half years of governance, he

stated that Rs 13,025 crore was
spent on the Amma Vodi
scheme benefiting over 44 lakh
mothers. Similarly, almost
61.73 lakh people have been
receiving social security pensions under YSR Pension
Kanuka, and 78.75 lakh women
have been benefited through
the YSR Aasara scheme.
He said that the government
had not just implemented welfare schemes that benefit
women but has also appointed
women in prominent posts
like Legislative Council Vice
Chairperson, Deputy Chief
Minister, Home Minister, State
Election Officer and also
brought 50 percent reservation
to women in all nominated
posts and nominated works.

“Vote is a powerful tool and an
invaluable right of a citizen to
participate in the process of
governance by exercising
his/her choice through the
process of universal adult franchise,” said Andhra Pradesh
Governor Biswabhusan
Harichandan. He was the chief
guest at the 12th National
Voters Day celebrations held at
Raj Bhavan on Tuesday, in virtual mode.
The Governor said that it
was a celebration of democracy and electoral participation
in the country and appreciated the efforts of the Election
Commission of India, for its
focused campaign to enhance
the participation of all categories of voters with the motto
of ‘No Voter to be Left Behind’.
He said the Election
Commission of India had
undertaken several initiatives
to make the process of voter
enrollment easier and convenient and ensured increased
participation of voters in elections through mass awareness
campaigns.
“The National Voters’ Day
reaffirms the duty and role of
every citizen, to participate in
the elections by enrolling in
the electoral rolls and exercise
his franchise to elect his own
representatives and we all can
be proud of the fact that India

Padma awardees complimented
VIJAYAWADA: Andhra Pradesh Governor Biswabhusan Harichandan
has congratulated Padma Shri Award winners for the year 2022 from
Andhra Pradesh, whose names have been announced by the
Government of India on Tuesday. Governor Harichandan said it was a
matter of great pride for the people of Andhra Pradesh that three
eminent personalities from the State viz Garikapati Narasimha Rao for
Literature and Education, Gosaveedu Shaik Hassan (Posthumous) for
Art and Dr. Sunkara Venkata Adinarayana Rao for Medicine, have been
selected for conferring the Padma Shri Award from Andhra Pradesh.

Pat for bravery award winner
VIJAYAWADA: Andhra Pradesh Governor Biswabhusan Harichandan
congratulated Gurugu Himapriya, the 13-year-old girl hailing from
Ponnam village of Srikakulam district in Andhra Pradesh, for winning
the Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar-2022, for her courage in
dealing with a terrorist attack in Jammu in February, 2018. Governor
Harichandan said Kum. Haripriya is a role model for the entire country, for the immense courage and bravery showed by her in dealing
with the terrorist attack in the face of adversity.

is the world’s largest functional democracy and the role
of the Election Commission in
this endeavour is simply outstanding,” said the Governor.
He further elaborated that
the whole-hearted participation of people in the electoral
process was the key to a
healthy democracy and the
voter was, therefore, the key
factor in any democratic election. The right to vote was a
very important process of participatory democracy and people around the world struggled

and fought for this right, said
the Governor.
Governor Harichandan said
that the National Voters Day
was a reaffirmation of our
faith in the Constitution and its
cherished values, and an
expression of our gratitude to
the founding fathers. “We are
and always shall be indebted to
the makers of our Constitution,
and this debt can only be
repaid, when all of us become
truly aware of the power of a
vote and exercise our right to
vote diligently,” he said.

The 12th National Voters
Day celebrations were organised on the theme “Making
elections inclusive, accessible
and participative”. Dr Sameer
Sharma, Chief Secretary, was
the guest of honour and K.
Vijayanand, Chief Electoral
Officer, delivered the welcome
address.
R P Sisodia, Special Chief
Secretary to the Governor, A
Shyam Prasad, Joint Secretary,
and other officers of Raj
Bhavan also participated in the
programme.

‘Top priority for
students’ safety’

BJP leaders stopped on the Pawan Kalyan conveys
way to Gudivada, arrested R-Day greetings to people

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The Andhra Pradesh State
government is taking steps to
ensure the safety of the students in the wake of the rising
number of Covid cases across
the State. As part of it, School
Education Commissioner S
Suresh Kumar has issued several instructions to all schools.
As per the Covid protocol
issued earlier, the schools have
been ordered to exercise more
caution in certain matters.
The new protocol issued by
the State government for
schools says that schools cannot conduct prayer assembly
or games period, which
involve close interaction of
students. Students have been
advised against assembling in
groups.
District
Education
Department officials and
regional joint directors have

A week after Sankranti festival
celebrations were completed
across the State, the BJP State
leaders on Tuesday started for
Gudivada on the pretext of taking part in Sankranti
Sambaralu. Police stopped the
BJP leaders and activists on the
way to Gudivada, and after a
heated discussion, arrested
them.
AP BJP State president
Somu Veerraju, Aadinarayana
Reddy and other leaders were
arrested by the police and
were taken to Unguturu police
station. Party State general
secretary S Vishnuvardhan
Reddy, MP CM Ramesh and
others were arrested and shifted to Thotlavalluru police station. A few BJP activists were
taken to Pamidimokkala police
station.
The controversy over hold-

been asked to conduct periodic checks and inspect schools
to ensure that the protocols are
being followed. Classrooms,
corridors and toilets have to be
sanitised regularly. It is
mandatory for all the students and teachers to wear
masks. In case of Covid infection, schools have been asked
to contact the district officials
to prevent further spread. The
officials have also been
ordered to ensure quick treatment for students and teachers infected from Covid.

15 AP police officials
get gallantry medals
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

As many as 15 police officers
from Andhra Pradesh State got
gallantry medals on the eve of
Republic Day. The Police
Medal for Meritorious Service
was announced by the Union
Ministry of Home Affairs on
Tuesday.
The police officers, who got
Police Medal are SV
Rajasekhar Babu, Deputy
Inspector General of Police.
M R avindranath Babu,
Superintendent of Police, East
Godavari
district.
Sreerambabu Vaka, Deputy
Superintendent of Police,

CID, Nellore. Vijaya Paul
Kaile,
Assistant
Commissioner of Police, East
Z one, Vijayawada.Vijay
Kumar Bula, Assistant
Commandant, Greyhounds,
Vi s a k h ap at n a m .
Subramanyam Kolagani,
Additional
Deputy
Commissioner, City Arm,
Visakhapatnam. Srinivasa
R ao Chunduru, Deputy
Superintendent of Police,
Regional V&E office, Guntur.
Veera R aghava Reddy
Gangadhara
Nellore.
Superintendent of police,
Anantapur. Ravindra Reddy
Yerramorusu,
Deputy

Superintendent of Police,
Kurnool. Krishna Rao Golla,
Sub Inspector Of Police, CCS,
Vijayawada City. Sattaru
Simhachalam, Asst. Reserve
Sub-Inspector, Kakinada.
Narendra Kumar Tumati,
Assistant Sub Inspector Of
Police, Guntur Urban. Peruru
Bhaskar, Assistant Sub
Inspector Of Police 246, Two
Town, YSR Kadapa. Naga
Srinivas Shyrung, Assistant
Sub Inspector of Police,
Kovvur rural PS. Veera
Anjaneyulu Singamsetty,
Assistant Sub Inspector of
Police, o/o D G, ACB,
Vijayawada.

ing of a casino at Gudivada as
part of Sankranti festivities is
taking new twists and turns
with every passing day. And it
was the turn of the BJP leaders to make an issue out of this
casino row.
The BJP leaders announced
that they would hold the real
Sankranti celebrations as per
traditions at Gudivada to show
how the festival is celebrated.
Veerraju said that they would
hold a programme as a culmination of Sankranti festivities.
“We want to show how

Sankranti festivals are celebrated – with Haridasus,
Gangireddulu and women in
traditional clothes taking part
in the festivities. We don’t
bring scantily-dressed cheer
girls and there would be no
half-naked dances. We shall
display the real tradition,” he
said.
Veerraju dared not to provoke caste-based politics and
alleged that the government
did not arrest anyone when the
chariot was torched in
Antarvedi. He pointed out
that when the YSR statue was
vandalised the culprit was
caught within three hours. He
questioned why the police had
not arrested the organisers of
casino till now.
He claimed that in 2024,
when the BJP would come to
power, the Sankranti festival
would be celebrated on a grand
note traditionally.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Jana Sena chief K Pawan Kalyan
conveyed wishes to all Telugu
people on the occasion of 73 rd
Republic Day.
“We can proudly say that our
Constitution is the source of
democracy in India. January 26
is the day such a constitution
came into force. It is a holy day
for all of us. On my behalf and
on behalf of the Jana Sena
Party, I wish all Indians a
happy 73rd Republic Day in
celebrating this auspicious
moment of the emergence of
India as a sovereign nation,” he
said in a statement on Tuesday.
“On this occasion, I would
like to pay my respects to Dr.
B R Ambedkar, the Head of the
Constitution
Drafting
Committee and the members
of the Constituent Assembly,
who were honoured by the
Constitution to make our

country a lasting, strong and
prosperous republic. I sincerely hope that the justice, freedom, equality, fraternity and
religious freedom provided by
the framers of the Constitution
to the people of the country
will flourish and India will be
a pillar of universal peace,
universal brotherhood and
universal welfare,” he said.

Pawan Kalyan congratulates
nominees for the Padma Awards
VIJAYAWADA: Jana Sena chief K Pawan Kalyan congratulated those
who were nominated for the Padma awards. In a statement here on
Tuesday, he said that on behalf of Janasena, he extends heartfelt congratulations to the Telugus who have been selected for the Padma
Awards announced by the Central Government on the occasion of
Republic Day. Pawan Kalyan congratulated Dr. Krishna Ella, his wife
Suchitra Ella, CEO of Microsoft Satya Nadella, CEO of Google Sundar
Pichai, Cyrus Poonawala, and Chairman of the Serum Company which
provided Covid Vaccine to the world.

Lokesh
urges govt
to postpone
MBBS exams

PATRIOTIC SPLENDOUR

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Raj Bhavan, the official residence of Andhra Pradesh Governor Biswabhusan Harichandan, in Vijayawada, illuminated for the 73rd Republic Day celebrations.

Police achieve breakthrough in jewellery shop robbery case
Six red sanders smugglers held

PNS n KADAPA

The police arrested one person
in connection with the major
heist in a gold jewellery showroom and recovered 466 gold
jewellery and 5.5 kg silver
ornaments worth Rs 25.50
lakh.
SP KKN Anburajan told the
media here on Tuesday that a
major heist took place in the NJ
Jewellery located in BKM
Street here on January 13. The
police formed special teams led
by DSP B Venkata Shiva
Reddy.
The teams examined the
CCTV footage which helped
the police to arrest the accused
Chappadi Mani alias Imran
(29) and recover 466 KG gold
jewellery, 5.5 KGs silver ornaments worth Rs 25.50 lakh.
The police also recovered a
Scooty and tools used to com-

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

mit the heist. The SP appreciated DSP Venkata Shiva Reddy,
CIs Ashok Reddy, Mohammad

Ali and SI Raghavendra Reddy
for resolving the sensational
burglary. The recovered booty

was displayed and the accused
was produced before the
media.

Task force sleuths nabbed six red sanders
smugglers and seized nine red sandal logs and a
lorry. Task Force DSP Muralidhar said that six red
sandal smugglers, carrying nine red sandal logs
were nabbed in Bakarapet section Chinnagottigallu
mandal in Chittoor district. The arrested smugglers
are from Tiruvannamalai in Tamilnadu. The arrested
smugglers are identified as Ramesh 28, Dorai
Swamy 35, Kumar Swamy 30, Ponnu Swamy 56,
Anandan 21, Madi Alagan 20. Addressing the media
persons on Tuesday, the DSP said that as per the
instructions of SP Meda Sunder Rao, RSIs KSK
Linganath, K Suresh Babu and team on Monday
night conducted a combing operation in the
Bakarapet section. On Tuesday morning as the task
force combing team was on duty, the team found a
few smugglers carrying red sandal logs and loading
them into a lorry at Chamala range in
Chinnagottigallu mandal. The team tactfully

rounded up the smugglers and arrested them.
The team recovered nine logs, three axes and one
lorry and the total worth seized would be about Rs
30 lakh, said DSP. A case was registered and an
investigation started. The DSP congratulated the
task force team for nabbing the smugglers.

TDP general secretary Nara
Lokesh on Tuesday urged the
YSRCP government to postpone the MBBS first and second-year examinations to
prevent the Coronavirus
threat to the students.
Lokesh termed it unfortunate that the Health
University in AP was going
ahead with the exams
though many other States
had postponed in view of the
rising Covid-19 third wave
infections everywhere. The
AP Government's adamant
attitude was posing a big
danger to the lives of the students and their families.
In a statement here, Nara
Lokesh said 600 out of the
total 3,000 medical students
had fallen ill with the virus
infections. All of them
would have to sit for the
examinations because of the
adamant stance of the present
regime.
The
Government should change
its decision in order to prevent any health problems to
the vulnerable.
Lokesh said the MBBS
first-year examinations were
scheduled to begin from
January 28 and the secondyear examinations from
February 1. Without further
playing with the lives of the
medical students, these
examinations should be postponed forthwith.
The
NTR
Health
University officials should
understand the anguish of
the parents and immediately defer the MBBS examinations.
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Srikanth slams Naidu for using
Casino issue for political mileage
PNS n KADAPA

Government Chief Whip G
Srikanth Reddy has alleged
that the Telugu Desam Party
(TDP) is using the Casino
issue for political mileage and
indulging in mudslinging on
the government.
Addressing a press conference here on Tuesday, the
Chief Whip said that even
after one week of the Sankranti
festival, the TDP was using the
casino issue to tarnish the
image of the YSRCP government.
He asked the TDP why it did
not accept the challenge of
Minister Kodali Venkateswara
Rao Nani on the Casino issue.
He said Chandrababu Naidu
himself claimed that he had
introduced the nightclub and
disco culture when he was the
Chief Minister.
“The TDP leaders are working with an intention of mudslinging on the government
and they have no intention in
working for the welfare of
people. The TDP leaders are
inciting and misleading people

against the government on
various issues”, he lashed out.
Srikanth Reddy said that
despite the additional burden
on the government exchequer,
the government announced
IR and is now implementing
the PRC recommendations.
The state government had
taken a decision in this regard
following the Central government’s implementation of PRC.
The government has invited the employees’ unions

for negotiations to resolve
the PRC issue amicably, he
said. It is not proper for the
TDP leaders to speak in
such a manner of humiliating the Chief Minister of the
state.
Referring to Union Minister
for State for External Affairs
Muralidharan’s comments in
Kadapa, Srikanth Reddy took
strong exception to his comments stating that it is improper to the Union Minister to

speak in an inciting manner.
The Union Minister should
have not made such comments, he said, criticising that
the BJP is trying to gain political mileage by provoking communal hatred among different
religions in the state.
When a TDP leader threatened that the Chief Minister
would be killed using a human
bomb but no leader condemned the threat, he pointed
out. Srikanth Reddy said that
the government is spending Rs
1.20 lakh crore for implementing various welfare schemes.
Former minister Akepati
Amarnath Reddy lambasted
that the TDP leaders were trying to destabilize the government and creating obstacles for
bringing reforms to school
education.
He said that the TDP
opposed the government's aim
of introducing English medium in government schools.
The former minister vehemently objected to a song sung
by a teacher ridiculing and
insulting Chief Minister YS
Jagan Mohan Reddy.

Rs 96.58 cr for Guntur under ‘EBC Nestham’
PNS n GUNTUR/ONGOLE/ELURU

Guntur district has received Rs
96,58,65,000 under the YSR
EBC Nestham which was etransferred into the accounts of
64,391 beneficiaries by Chief
Minister YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy at a programme held
virtually on Tuesday.
A programme was organised
here on Tuesday on the occasion in which District Collector
Vivek Yadav, deputy Speaker of
Assembly Kona Raghupathi,
MLAs Pinnella Rama Krishna
Reddy, MP Alla Ayodya Rami
Reddy, MLAs Maddali
Giridhar, Mohammad Mustafa,
K Venkata Rosaiah, MLCs
Ummareddy Venkateswarlu
and Murugudu Hanuantha
Rao and Madya Vimochana
committee chairman V
Lakshman Reddy participated.
Speaking on the occasion
the Collector informed that Rs
589 crore was disbursed to
3,92,674 beneficiaries under
the YSR EBC Nestham across
the state by the Chief Minister.
Under the scheme, each
woman beneficiary got Rs
15,000 today.
The government has started
the EBC Nestham to extend
financial support to 45-60 aged
women in the state one day
before Republic Day.

Body of missing
boy found in a well
PNS n ONGOLE

The disappearance of an 11year-old boy ended on a tragic note as his body was found
floating in agriculture well at
Yedamakallu village in
Komarolu mandal on Tuesday.
Police said that the 11-yearold Bhuma Srinath went out
from his house on January 22
at 8 pm to play without friends
but he did not return. The
family members searched the
entire area but did not find

him and they lodged a police
complaint. The police formed
three teams to trace the missing boy.
Tragically, the body of the
boy was found floating in
agriculture well. The police
found a boulder in his shirt.
Markapuram DSP Kishore
Kumar and CI Firoj visited
the scene. The police began
investigating whether the
boy drowned in the well
accidentally or he was done
to death.

Govt staff organise massive
dharnas in Eluru, Guntur
State Bank and Fire Station
Centre. Later, they organised
a public meeting.
Addressing the meeting, the
union leaders demanded the
government to repeal the GO
issued to implement the 11th
PRC recommendation as that
is not acceptable to them.
They said that the gratuity and
HRA slabs should be enhanced
otherwise the employees incur
huge losses. They demanded
that the government call them
for negotiations on the PRC

issue. The agitating leaders
said that they would embark
on indefinite fasts from
January 30. PRC Sadhana
Samiti leaders RS Harnath,
Chodagiri Srinivas, Kancharla
Ramesh, Dasari Krishnam
Raju, MLC Sheik Sabji and
other leaders took part in the
meeting.
In Guntur, the teachers and
government employees took
out a massive rally, MLC K S
Lakshman Rao addressed
them.

TTD chief urges Gadkari to sanction 4-lane highway
Tirumala
Tirupati
Devasthanams (TTD) Board
Chairman YV Subba Reddy has
appealed to Union Minister
Nitin Gadkari to develop the
Ongole-Bestavaripeta highway
as a four-lane highway.
YS Subba Reddy met the
Union Minister in Delhi on
Tuesday. He submitted a memorandum urging him to convert
the
existing
OngoleBestavaripeta two-lane highway into a four-lane highway.

Gang dupes Rlys, Metro Rail job
aspirants of over Rs 1.5 cr, 3 held
PNS n HYDERABAD

A fake job racket was busted here and three people of
a gang including a couple,
who allegedly cheated job
aspirants of over Rs 1.5 crore
by promising them employment in Indian Railways
and Metro Rail were arrested on Tuesday, police said.
On credible information,
a police team took the
absconding accused K
Surendra,
his
wife
Nagalakshmi and one Suresh
into custody for cheating as
many as 20 students from
whom they collected Rs 5 to
Rs 10 lakh each on the pretext of providing Railway
jobs and Metro Rail jobs
through backdoor entry
process, they said.
Police seized fake ID
proofs, three four-wheelers,
fake government job offer
letters and mobile phones
f rom their possession,
Rachakonda Commissioner
of Police Mahesh M
Bhagwat said.
Surendra took the students to Rail Nilayam here
and introduced them to two

other members of their gang
as Railway officers and the
job aspirants noticing the
two (members) wearing
R ailway Identity cards
believed them and paid
them Rs 5 to Rs 10 lakhs
each and also gave all their
educational certificates,
police said.
The accused then issued
fake appointment orders and
on suspicion, the students
approached Rail Nilayam
and came to know that it was
fake and later Surendra
along with his wife and
other accused escaped,
police said.
Subsequently, the students
approached Medipally police
in October last year and a
case was registered against
Surendra, his wife and others.
During the course of
investigation, three accused
including the couple were
arrested when Surendra
came to his flat for shifting
the articles on Tuesday,
police said, adding investigation was in progress for
apprehension of other
absconding accused.

corporation ED Venkateswara
Rao and a host of dignitaries
were present.
In Eluru, a programme was
organised on the occasion of
the launching of the YSR EBC
Nestham welfare scheme.
Speaking on the occasion, ZP
chairman K Srinivas said that
the West Godavari district
received Rs 42,70,50,000. The
money was disbursed to 28,470
eligible beneficiaries by Chief
Minister YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy. Joint Collectors
Himanshu
Shukla,
B
Padmavati
and
BC
Corporation ED N PUshpavati
were among those who present.

PNS n ELURU

The government teachers and
employees organised a massive
dharna in Eluru and Guntur
on Tuesday demanding the
government to revoke the GO
issued to implement the PRC
recommendation.
The teachers and employees
under the aegis of PRC
Sadhana Samiti assembled at
the ZP office in Eluru and took
out a huge rally to the district
education officer’s office via the

He explained to the Union
minister that the traffic is growing day by day on the highway
and explained to him the need
of converting the road to a fourlane road.
He told him that when he was
the MP, he had submitted the
proposals in 2018 for the fourlane project, the survey was conducted and notification was
also issued in this regard.
However, the proposals had
been kept pending due to some
reasons.
Subba Reddy explained to

Prakasam district received Rs
81,51,15,000 under the YSR
EBC Nestham scheme. She
said that the amount was disbursed by the Chief Minister
by crediting into the accounts
of 54,341 women beneficiaries.
The JC said that the government is committed to the welfare of not only the SC/ST/BC
and Minorities but also the
poor in the upper caste. The JC
asked the women beneficiaries
to avail the money to launch a
business and achieve selfreliance.
ZP chairperson Buchapalli
Venkayamma, MLC Potula
Sunita also spoke. PDCC bank
chairperson M Venkaiah, BC

WG Collector receives award

PNS n ELURU/GUNTUR

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Speaking to the Chief
Minister at the programme, a
beneficiary Tumati Nagajyoti
said that she felt very happy
when she knew that she was
eligible for the YSR EBC
Nestham scheme. She said that
so far no welfare scheme had
been implemented especially
for the poor in the upper
castes and the YSR Nestham
scheme is the first to extend
financial help to the poor in the
upper caste women. She told
the Chief Minister she would
start a saree painting business
with the money and thanked
him.
In Ongole, Joint Collector
Krishnaveni said that the

Union Minister Nitin Gadkari
that proposals on the same
issue were sent in January 2021
and March 2021 through the
AP Roads and Buildings department. He urged Gadkari to
take steps to construct the road
under the BharatMala
Pariyojana scheme. He also
appealed to him to take steps to
construct bypass roads at
Ongole, Chimakurti, Podili,
Uppalapadu and Bestavaripeta.
Subba Reddy claimed that the
Union Minister responded
favorably to his request.

West Godavari District
Collector Kartikeya Mishra
received the best electoral
registration officer award
enrolling the highest number
of voters in the district from
State Chief Electoral Officer
(CEO) K Vijayanand at a
function held at Secretariat
on Tuesday on the occasion
of 12th National Voters' Day.
West Godavari has stood
top in the three districts in
terms of voter registration
and management.

Two RPF officers
of SCR receive
Indian Police
Medal
PNS n HYDERABAD

Two Railway Protection
Force (RPF) personnel of
South Central Railway (SCR)
were awarded the prestigious
Indian Police Medal on the
occasion of 73rd Republic
Day. Narasimha Udugu,
Inspector, Secunderabad Post
and Mastan Vali Shaik,
Assistant Sub-Inspector,
Tadepalli,
Vijayawada
Division are the awardees.
Inspector U Narsimha has
busted the gangs of theft of
passenger belongings and
made possible recovery of Rs
1. 35 crore worth of stolen
property. He also detected
more than 45 gangs of railway
touts by recovering Rs 25 lakh
worth of railway reservation
tickets. During his tenure,
Assistant Sub-Inspector
Mastan Vali Shaik apprehended 10 smugglers transporting ganja by trains and
seized 50 kg ganja worth Rs
1.5 lakh.

Stones pelted at BJP MP’s convoy
PNS n HYDERABAD

A convoy of BJP leader and
party MP from Nizamabad
Dharmapuri Arvind was
allegedly obstructed in a village
in Nizambad district and vehicles pelted with stones by some
miscreants, even as the MP
alleged that the ruling TRS was
behind the "attack" on him and
the party cadre.
Police said they were verifying the allegations.
The incident happened in
Issapally village of Armoor
mandal when Arvind was on
his way to way to Nandipet
mandal to inaugurate some
developmental works when
some people including some
turmeric farmers stage a
protest demanding setting up
of a Turmeric Board in
Nizamabad.
Raising slogans some miscreants obstructed the MP's
convoy leading to a clash
between the BJP workers and
protesters resulting in minor
injuries to some of them, even
as police dispersed the groups,
police said.
Arvind alleged that TRS
workers attacked BJP members
and accused the police of

ZP chief assesses
damaged chilli crop
PNS n ONGOLE

ZP Chairperson Buchepalli
Venkayamma inspected chilli
crop in the fileds at
Agraharam village in
Mundlamuru mandal on
Tuesday.
She interacted with the
farmers and knew their difficulties.
The farmers told her that
due to timely rains, they yield-

Congress decides
to say goodbye to
Golconda Hotel
K VENKATESHWARLU
n HYDERABAD

remaining mute spectators and
supporting the attackers.
A senior police official said
during the protest, windshields
of two vehicles were damaged
in the stone pelting by some
miscreants but they were investigating as to who has done it.
Some protesters were taken
into preventive custody, the
official told PTI over phone,
adding they were analysing
video footage to check and
identify who were responsible
for the attack.
Protesting the police attitude, the MP along with party
activists squatted on the road
and staged road blockade at
Armoor town alleging that

TRS workers with iron rods,
stones and sticks blocked his
route on his tour to Nandipet
by burning tyres and tried to
hurt him and BJP members.
Arvind claimed he had
urged police to clear the route
to Nandipet but no action was
taken and accused the
Nizamabad
Police
Commissioner and some other
police officials of behaving
indifferently to him and the
BJP over the issue.
"It was all planned...TRS
goons pelted stones, injuring
many BJP workers and eight
vehicles including my vehicle
was damaged," Arvind said
adding he also filed a com-

plaint with the Nizamabad
Police Commissioner on the
incident.
He also hit out at the police,
alleging that some police officials allowed the TRS workers
to attack them.
The MP also tweeted : "TRS
goons planned to hurt BJP
karyakartas and me in my
tour in the segment. They
threw tractor tyres on the road
and were carrying rods and
knives. Police remained mute
spectators when 200 such TRS
karyakartas came on roads."
Telangana state BJP president and MP Bandi Sanjay
Kumar condemned the "attack"
on Arvind and party workers.

ed good chilli produce during
the season. She assured her of
extending all needed help to
them.
She said that the government is committed to providing remuneration prices to
the agricultural produce. She
told them that the Rythu
Bharosa Kendras were wet up
especially to serve the farmers
and asked them to avail the
services.

Congress has decided to say
goodbye to the Golconda
Hotel. The party has decided to
use senior leader Manthani
MLA Duddilla Sridhar Babu’s
quarters at the Adarsh Nagar
MLA Quarters from now
onwards instead of Golconda
Hotel. The Congress used to
provide rooms in Golconda
Hotel to party leaders from
New Delhi.
Former Telangana Congress
in-charge and AICC general
secretary RC Kuntia and current AICC secretaries Bose
Raju and Srinivasa Krishna
used to stay at the Golconda
Hotel.
The party has now decided
to allot Sridhar Babu’s quarters
to the two AICC secretaries
Bose Raju and Srinivasa
Krishnan.
The Congress in charge of

TS, AICC general secretary
Manickam Tagore will continue to stay at the Dilkusha
Guesthouse. Manickam has
been staying at the Dilkusha
Guesthouse from the beginning instead of Golconda
Hotel. Party sources said
AICC secretaries Bose Raju
and Srinivasa Krishnan will
function from the MLA
Quarters whenever they come
to Hyderabad. The TPCC
leaders visited Sridhar Babu’s
MLA quarters and examined
it on Tuesday.
Some Congress leaders had
objected to party leaders staying at the Golconda Hotel saying that it didn’t help the
Congress when the party
faced a severe blow in the
Assembly as well as Lok Sabha
elections in 2018 and 2019.
But the Congress continued
to provide rooms at the
Golconda Hotel to AICC leaders whenever they came to TS.
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Police service medals for
18 ITBP personnel

DDA fines 929 vehicles for dumping
garbage, debris on Yamuna floodplains

Adityanath slams Akhilesh over Pakistan
remark, says SP promotes gun culture

ighteen personnel of the India-China LAC guarding force Indo-Tibetan Border
Police (ITBP) have been decorated with various police service medals including
gallantry decorations on the eve of Republic Day. A notification issued by the
Union home ministry on Tuesday stated that three personnel have been awarded the
police medal for gallantry (PMG), three with the president's police medal for
distinguished service and 12 with the
police medal for meritorious service.
The PMG has been given to the team
of Assistant Commandant Ashok
Kumar, Inspectors Suresh Lal and
Neela Singh for neutralising two
wanted Maoists during a fierce
encounter in the left wing extremismaffected area of Chhattisgarh's
Rajnandgaon district in February,
2018. A huge assortment of arms
and ammunition was also recovered
after the operation.

he Delhi Development Authority imposed a fine of Rs 2.41 crore on 929 vehicles
over the last four years for illegal dumping of construction or demolition debris and
garbage, and unauthorised parking on the Yamuna floodplains. According to latest
data, the authority issued 610 challans over the dumping of debris and unauthorised
parking on the river floodplains in 2021, the maximum in the last four years. It issued
54 challans in 2020, 186 in 2019 and
just one in 2018. An environmental
compensation of over Rs 2.41 crore
was imposed on the violators, but
only Rs 46.87 lakh has been
recovered so far, the data showed.
The National Green Tribunal had
banned the dumping of garbage or
construction or demolition debris on
the Yamuna floodplain in 2015.
Anyone found violating the order is
liable to pay environmental
compensation up to Rs 50,000.

ttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath on Tuesday accused the Samajwadi Party of
promoting gun culture and sought to corner its president Akhilesh Yadav over the Pakistan
remark. An interview in the Economic Times quoted Yadav to have said that India's real
enemy is China while Pakistan is a political enemy, which the BJP attacks for its "vote politics".
"Those who do not think Pakistan is an
enemy and consider Jinnah a friend,
what can be said about their education
and vision. They call themselves
socialists but the truth is that
'tamanchawad' (gun culture) is running
in their veins," Yogi Adityanath said in a
tweet in Hindi without taking any name.
Earlier, BJP spokesperson Sambit Patra
had also attacked Yadav over the issue,
saying this shows his mindset and he
should tender an apology to the country
for the comments which show his love
for Pakistan.
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Voter turnout should be at least
75 per cent in next LS polls:Naidu
PNS n NEW DELHI

Vice President M Venkaiah
Naidu on Tuesday called for
increasing the voter turnout to
at least 75 per cent in the next
Lok Sabha elections.
In his message at an event
on the occasion of the 12th
National Voters Day, he said
as a nation we must think and
arrive at a consensus to have
simultaneous elections to all
the three tiers of federal set up
and move towards better governance by focusing on allround development of our
people.
Naidu was the chief guest at
the event but could attend the
function as he is in home isolation in Hyderabad after test-

ing positive for COVID-19.
"In the 75th year of our
Independence, let us resolve to
leave no voter behind and aim
to increase the voter turnout
to at least 75 per cent in the
next general elections.Let each
one realise that vote is not only
a right but a responsibility," he
said. His message was read out
at the event in Hindi and
English. The vice president
said the country has come a
long way from the first general elections of 1952 when
only 44.87 per cent of the eligible voters turned up to vote.
In the last general elections in 2019, 67.40 per cent
or more than two-third of the
eligible voters exercised their
franchise, he noted. "It is

Hearing & speech-impaired
teenager raped in Chittorgarh

heartening to note that today,
we are among the highest
voting nations in the world
with a substantial increase of
50 per cent in voter turnout in
70 years.
The Election Commission
came into being on January
25, 1950, a day before India
became a republic. For the
past 12 years now, the day is
celebrated as National Voters
Day. Thanks to initiatives like
Systematic Voter Education
and Electoral Participation
(SVEEP), voter turnout has
increased by 8 per cent from
58.21 per cent in 2009 to
66.44 per cent in 2014, he
said.
"I am delighted that in the
last general elections in 2019

A rape case has been registered
in the matter of a hearing and
speech impaired 19-year-old
girl who was found to have
been raped as she approached
a government hospital in the
Bhilwara district of Rajasthan,
complaining of stomach pain
and bleeding on Monday,
police said. The case was registered against an unknown
person with Sadas police station of Chittorgarh district
from where the girl belongs, a

senior police official said.
During examination on
Monday, the girl was found
two-months pregnant following which the hospital
administration informed the
local police and district
administration, which
arranged for a sign-language
expert to know how she fell
victim to the crime. In her
interaction with the sign language expert, the teenager
victim said she had been
raped in an agriculture farm
around two months back.

Ban on physical electioneering
for the assembly polls amid a
spurt in Covid cases has taken
a toll on the shops selling
publicity material with people
in the business complaining
that they are not even able to
meet their daily expenses.
The shops equipped with
colourful publicity material,
dotting the areas adjacent to
different political party offices
in the state capital, await buyers even though the party
offices in the vicinity contin-

ue to witness a heavy turnout
of leaders and ticket seekers.
The Election Commission
has extended the ban till
January 31 on physical poll rallies and roadshows ahead of
the next month's assembly

Calling the political condition
prevailing in West Bengal "horrible and frightening", Goveror
Jagdeep Dhankhar alleged on
Tuesday the people of the state
do not have the freedom to
exercise their franchise freely
and fearlessly.
He also accused state assembly Speaker Biman Banerjee of
transgressing constitutional
norms, provoking sharp reactions from the ruling TMC dispensation.
"We have seen post-poll violence of unprecedented level.
Those who dared to vote
according to their own volition
had to pay the price with their
life," Dhankhar said after paying floral tributes at the statue
of B R Ambedkar on the
assembly premises on the
National Voters Day.
Noting that a fact-finding
committee appointed by the
chairperson of the National

elections in five states.
The curb was imposed by
the poll panel while announcing the schedule earlier this
month on account of a surge in
Covid cases in the country.
"Every day I think it would
be a better business but so far
it has been very bad. I have
three workers employed at the
shop and I am not able to meet
their expenses under the present conditions," Raghuraj Pal,
owner of an over three-decadeold shop, Raghuraj Pal
Enterprises, next to the state
BJP headquarters told PTI.

Human Rights Commission
had observed that rule of the
ruler and not the law prevails
in the state, the governor said,
"This is an understatement;
West Bengal's situation is so
horrible and frightening that
there is horror about the ruler
here." He also came down
heavily on Speaker Biman
Banerjee, accusing him of

Security forces
recover IED planted
by CPI(Maoist)

transgressing constitutional
norms and not providing information sought by him.
The Speaker shot back,
terming Dhankhar's accusation
"uncalled for". The governor
also accused Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee of failing to
provide answer to his queries
on various occasions. "The
speaker.... he thinks he has the

PNS n THANJAVUR

MGR, at North Main Street
here was found removed from
the pedestal by some party
workers this morning, sparking

strong response from the main
opposition party which said no
insult to its founder will be
brooked. Earlier, tense

license to talk anything about
the governor," Dhankhar told
reporters.
He claimed on several occasions the speaker did not provide him information he had
sought, including details of
the assembly resolution on
extension of BSF's area of
operation.
Dhankhar alleged his
address to the assembly was
blacked out twice.
"Does he not know Article
168 -- governor is number one
in the legislature..... I will not
withstand such indiscretions,
unconstitutional work. The
speaker shall not henceforth
blackout address of the governor. If he does so, he will face
music of law," Dhankhar said
on the lawns of the assembly as
the speaker stood a little distance away.
Dhankhar asserted no file
was pending with him with
respect to any bill or government recommendation.

Ready to contest against Adityanath
in Gorakhpur, says Dr Kafeel Khan
PNS n LUCKNOW

PNS n GARHWA

An Improvised Explosive
Device (IED) planted on a
road in Jharkhand's Garhwa
district by suspected
CPI(Maoist) was recovered
by security forces, a senior
police officer said on
Tuesday. A joint security
team of district armed police
and CRPF detected the IED
planted on a road in
Beheratoli village during a
search operation on Monday,
Superintendent of Police,
Anjani Kumar Jha said.

Paediatrician Dr Kafeel Khan,
whose name surfaced in the
2017 BRD Medical college
tragedy in which several children died allegedly for lack of
oxygen, said on Tuesday that
he may contest against Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath from Gorakhpur if
any party supports him. Dr
Khan was terminated from the
service on November 9 last
year and he has challenged it
in the High Court. "I can
contest the assembly election
against Yogi Adityanath in

AIADMK fumes over vandalism of MGR statue in TN
A40 year-old daily wage
labourer was arrested on
Monday here for allegedly vandalising a statue of late Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister MG
Ramachandran, hours after
the incident raised the hackles
of the opposition AIADMK,
which called for stringent
action against the "anti-social
elements" behind the incident.
Police identified the arrested person as Sekar and said he
vandalised the statue in an inebriated state.
The bust of Ramachandran,
the AIADMK founder who is
more popularly known as

PNS n NEW DELHI

time witness 75 aircraft of the
IAF displaying a number of
formations, as part of 'Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav'," it mentioned. For the first time, the
IAF has coordinated with
Doordarshan to show cockpit
videos during the fly past, it
noted. Vintage as well as current modern aircraft like
Rafale, Sukhoi, Jaguar, Mi-17,

Sarang, Apache and Dakota
will display different formations -- including Rahat,
Meghna, Eklavya, Trishul,
Tiranga, Vijay and Amrit -- at
the fly-past, the MoD stated.
Ten scrolls each of 75 metres
in length and 15 feet in height
will be displayed along the
Rajpath during the parade for
the first time, it mentioned.

Political condition in Bengal ‘horrible
and frightening’: Governor Dhankhar

EC ban on physical electioneering
affects campaign material business
PNS n LUCKNOW

Maiden flypast of 75 aircraft,
display of 10 scrolls
A grand fly-past of 75 aircraft
of the Indian Air Force, cultural performances by 480
dancers selected through competitive process, display of 10
scrolls each of 75 metres length
and installation of 10 large
LED screens will be happening
for the first time at the
Republic Day parade on
Wednesday, the Ministry of
Defence said.
The Republic Day parade
(RDP)-2022 is happening in
the 75th year of Indian independence, which is being celebrated as 'Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav' across the country,
the MoD's statement on
Tuesday noted. The grand
finale and the most keenly
awaited segment of the parade,
the fly-past, will for the first

and for the first time, women
voter turnout was more
than that of men by a margin of 0.17 per cent," Naidu
said.
Elections to five state
assemblies last year held
under Covid protocol formulated
by
the
Commission has witnessed a huge voter
turnout in the range
of 74 per cent to 84
per cent, he
observed.

PNS n KOLKATA

PNS n JAIPUR

U

moments prevailed here for
some time as party workers
gathered at the spot following
the vandalism.
The AIADMK strongly
reacted to the incident, alleging the role of "anti-social elements" behind the damage to
the party founder's bust.
While AIADMK Coordi
nator O Panneerselvam wanted legal action against those
demeaning leaders who had
served the country, Leader of
Opposition in the state
Assembly and party Joint
Coordinator, K Palaniswami
derided any attempts to
"malign Puratchi Thalaivar"
(Revolutionary leader) and

urged the government to
quickly act on the matter. In a
series of tweets, he hailed the
late chief minister's pro-people
measures aimed at the poorer
sections of the society and
said he therefore was etched in
the hearts of people forever.
"I strongly condemn the
damaging of MGR's statue in
Thanjavur by anti-social elements. The government should
take stringent action against
those maligning Puratchi
Thalaivar and attempting to
disturb public peace. Further,
if such mischievous incidents
continue, there would be serious consequences," the former
chief minister said.

Gorakhpur. If any party gives
me a ticket I am ready," Khan
said while talking to PTI.
When asked if he is in touch
with any party or approached
by anyone, "He said yes, talks
are on. If all goes well I will be
contesting the polls."

Govt imposes curbs on
export of human hair
PNS n NEW DELHI

The government on Tuesday
imposed restrictions on the
export of human hair, a move,
according to the hair industry,
would help in checking alleged
smuggling of the product from
India.
Hair exports were earlier
allowed without any restriction. But now an exporter
would have to seek permission
or licence from the Directorate
General of Foreign Trade
(DGFT) under the Commerce
Ministry.
"The export policy of
human hair, unworked,
whether or not washed or
scoured; waste of human hair
or any other form of raw
human hair...has been put
under restricted category, with
immediate effect," Director
General of Foreign Trade
(DGFT) Santosh Kumar
Sarangi said in a notification.
Welcoming the move,
member of Human Hair and
Hair Products Manufacturers
and Exporters Association of
India Sunil Eamani said that it
was their long-pending
demand. Time and again, he
has alleged that this labour
intensive industry was facing
a peculiar challenge of smug-

gling of raw human hair to
countries like Myanmar and
China, which is hurting local
industries and exports.
"Now with this restriction,
only genuine exporters will be
able to export the product," he
said.
In India, West Bengal is the
major hub for the industry
besides Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana and Tamil Nadu.
Major competitors of India are
China, Cambodia, Vietnam
and Myanmar.
Raw human hair are mainly collected from households
and temples of these states and
these primarily cater to the
beauty market globally.
Two types of hair are collected in India - remy and
non-remy hair. Remy hair,
the best grade, is collected
from temples where pilgrims
donate their hair as part of a
religious vow. This quality is
mainly used to make hairpieces and wigs. Non-Remy
hair is a household waste collected by small groups of people in villages and cities. They
segregate that and sell to dealers. During April-November
this fiscal, hair exports stood
at USD 144.26 million, while
it was only USD 15.28 million
in 2020-21.

Mumbai records AQI 271; air
quality severe in parts of city
PNS n MUMBAI

Mumbai's air quality index
(AQI) was at 271 on Tuesday,
which was worse than Delhi,
with some areas of the city
recording air quality under
"severe" category, the Central
Pollution Control Board (CPCB)
said. According to the SAMEER,
the CPCB's air quality monitoring application, Mumbai's AQI
was 271 in the afternoon, while
Delhi recorded AQI 235. The
Mazagaon air monitoring station

recorded AQI 454, which comes
under the “severe” category,
while Deonar and Navy Nagar-

Colaba stations recorded AQI
324, which is categorised as
“very poor”, an official said.
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PAPER WITH PASSION

Life before death
The vaccination drive in terror-hit regions hasn’t
run into any problem, which is a good sign

O

n June 8 last year, Weyan, a tiny hamlet in Kashmir’s Bandipora district, became
India’s first village to vaccinate its entire adult population against COVID-19. In a
few days, Jammu and Kashmir will become India’s second State, after Himachal
Pradesh, to vaccinate all those over 18. The achievements are noteworthy considering
health workers had to brave inaccessible terrain, non-existent communication facilities,
terrible weather and terrorism to complete the process of giving the first dose of the
vaccine to all. The State’s vaccination drive carried on in the face of frequent incidents
of cross-border terrorism in one of the most hostile international border areas of the
world. The drive stayed on course despite a wave of killings throughout October 2021
when terrorists targeted non-Kashmiris, members of minority communities and did not
spare even daily wage labourers. The surge in violence left 33 dead. However, the health
workers were welcomed wherever they went, especially in areas known for separatist
sentiments. The presence of security forces accompanying the teams caused no reservation among the locals, who overcame their wariness to receive the doses. The possibility of some separatist elements or sympathisers surreptitiously getting a free dose
by the State cannot be ruled out. For once, the fear of
terror paled before the fear of the unseen virus. That
brings us to the moot issue: Do anti-State elements,
whether terrorists, militants, insurgents, Naxalites or
Maoists have a right to COVID-19 vaccines?
Under international humanitarian law, in situations
of conflict, the wounded and sick are entitled to medical care. During the pandemic that we currently face,
such care can include a vaccine. The State, which alone
can acquire the vaccine, arranges for it to reach across
the country. It will respect its human rights duties
towards the population living in the conflict areas. The
resistance groups have the primary responsibility for the wellbeing of those living in their
area of influence. Whether in J&K that witnesses terror attacks, the ‘Red Corridor’ districts in central India that brave Maoist attacks, or the deep interiors of some States in
the Northeast which have a brush with insurgency, the issue must have cropped up
when security agencies were preparing for the vaccination drive. In Maharashtra, Telangana,
Chhattisgarh and Odisha, there were reports of the virus infecting Maoist cadres deep
inside forests. Many may have succumbed for lack of medical care. The lockdowns or
movement restrictions prevented couriers and sympathisers from reaching medicine or
oxygen cylinders to them. What we do know is that the vaccination drives were never
disturbed. In the Northeast, too, the drives never met with harm. The insurgents, like
the Maoists, must have realised the danger of the virus spreading in their areas. The
States did offer anti-COVID treatment and vaccine doses to those who surrendered. It
is not known how many acceded to the call. Parliament must debate the issue and give
shape to a protocol for the future.

PICTALK

The eternal flame can’t
be partial to our soldiers

The ‘othering’ of Indian soldiers in colonial times was the biggest disservice
to the collective memory of the armed forces; it must be rectified now

I

n his book Surrender at
Dacca: Birth of a Nation, Lt
Gen JFR Jacob utilised one
page to state: “The rifle and
helmet that forms the centrepiece
of the Amar Jawan War
Memorial at India Gate once
belonged to a soldier unknown to
history who died on the battlefield on the outskirts of Jessore.
There is no inscription on this
monument.” Then he recalls the
legendary inscription at Kohima
which, he says, is “appropriate for
our jawans who laid down their
lives in the rice paddies of
Bangladesh: Let us not forget
them”.
India Gate and, under its
canopy, the statue of the
Unknown Soldier of 1971 war —
called the Amar Jawan Jyoti —
have become enduring symbols
of nation’s gratitude to the armed
forces. Inside the India Gate arch
are etched names of some Indian
soldiers who fought in World
War I and Third Afghan war —
not the complete lineup of
Indians who fought colonial wars
of pre-Independence India. The
National War Memorial that
came up in 2019 recorded the
names of all martyrs in wars, and
internal stability operations after
Independence. The ‘othering’ of
soldiers in colonial times was the
biggest disservice to the collective
memory of the armed forces. The
discrimination between British
Indian Army and the Indian
Army should have been challenged by Service Chiefs when
Governments would ignore commemoration of battles fought by
Indian troops abroad. Even now,
the NWM has no place for the
‘others’ as India Gate was never
an inclusive salute as it excluded
those who fell in preIndependence wars.
Thousands are buried across
Europe, Middle East , SE Asia and
N Africa. India’s contribution to
the Great Wars and other campaigns was outstanding. Field
Marshal Claude Auchinleck said
that Britain would not have won
the wars without Indian Army’s
contribution. Even Prime
Minister Winston Churchill
praised the unsurpassed bravery
of Indian troops. Of the 1.4mn
Indians in World War I, 74,000
were killed and 64,350 wounded.
About 2,200 decorations were

won by Indian soldiers. In
World War II, 2.5mn took part;
87,000 were killed with 34,354
wounded. Including 18
Victoria Crosses, 4,000 decorations were awarded.
According to an Army
source, the fusion of two
flames and shifting the India
Gate flame to NWM does not
mean that the four urns surrounding the Unknown
Soldier will be extinguished.
One will continue to glow eternally, celebrating India’s only
military victory in 1,000 years.
But there will be one NWM,
not two. That still leaves several questions. Will one of the
four urns continue to burn;
will the tri-service guard
remain under India Gate; will
the statue of the Unknown
Soldier be ultimately shifted to
NWM? And who will occupy
the vacated space. When the
NWM was inaugurated,
Government said the sanctity
of the eternal flame will be
maintained at India Gate. We
are not sure. Last Sunday, the
hologram of Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose was installed in
the empty canopy near India
Gate which once contained
King George V’s statue. Once
his granite statue is sculpted, he
will become the top contender
for the space under India
Gate. Prime Minister Modi
said: “The heroes whose mem-

THE MERGING
OF FLAMES AND
TRANSFERRING IT
TO NWM IS
‘OTHERING’
SACRIFICES OF
PRE-INDEPENDENCE
ERA SOLDIERS.
THEIR VALOUR
MUST NOT ONLY
BE ACKNOWLEDGED
BUT A SUITABLE
MEMORIAL BE
ADDED TO THE
NWM BY THE
NEXT REPUBLIC
DAY TO
HONOUR THEM

ory was being erased postIndependence are now being
revived. The country is correcting its mistakes.” One
hopes he will rectify the omission of the British Indian
Army martyrs from the
NWM.
Almost 90 per cent of military traditions and regimental ethos, ethics and values are
drawn from pre-Independence
period, including Beating
Retreat, colour presentations,
gallantry awards and battle
honours. Nearly 80 per cent of
our regiments were raised
150-200 years ago. Almost
everything in the military is
carry-over of British relics and
traditions; we must accept it
unhesitatingly. Regiments still
celebrate battle honours and
gallantry awards that were
won in the Great Wars. But we
are still arguing about renaming Aurangzeb Roads and railway stations. Britain ruled for
more than a century and created an empire that stretched
from Belize to Hong Kong,
surpassing the conquest of
even the Mongols.
Today, Britain’s tiny military has lost none of its sheen
though its empire is gone.
The entire British Army has
dwindled to smaller than our
43 Gorkha battalions. Still,
the glory lingers on and will
never extinguish due to

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
People walk past a sand sculpture on the theme of the 73rd Republic Day, in Puri

PTI

Happy R-Day
But it’s time for agencies to work professionally
and to let the suffocating security cover go

A

s India celebrates its 73rd Republic Day today, there is a multi-layered security
ring enveloping the Capital. Of course, the pandemic is a hindrance to the grandiosity of celebrations for a couple of years now. But, that apart, is there really a need
to insulate the normal, common Indians from their national celebration? Why shouldn’t they be allowed to be part of the joy, pride and festivities as those who claim to be
the top layer among equals, that too in the name of protecting the latter? And from whom;
one’s own countrymen? Of course one remembers what happened at the Red Fort this
day last year. But one also distinctly remembers that when former US President Bill Clinton
visited India towards the turn of last century, there was
minimal inconvenience caused by the Secret Service
people. They would diligently check all equipment
besides mandatorily body-checking all incoming persons but they would never be overly intrusive. Why
can’t our security agencies be as professional? The
only reason, it appears, is that they are still unsure of
their own abilities; therefore, they’d rather issue advisories banning all sorts of items to a VVIP venue.
There is no denying that any untoward incident on
such a momentous occasion would come as a major
embarrassment for the Government and the security
establishment but another way of looking at it is, as some politicians have said in the
past, women shouldn’t venture out of their homes late at night because rapists are on
the prowl. Well, rather than advising a well-meaning, perhaps late-working, woman to
stay indoors, shouldn’t the police rather focus on increasing its presence on the streets
and aim for crime prevention rather than trying to solve it after their laxity has allowed
it to be executed? Delhi Police Commissioner Rakesh Asthana has informed that more
than 27,000 personnel of the force have been deployed for security duty and anti-terror measures have also been intensified. Delhi Police is also getting assistance from
65 companies of the Central Armed Police Force (CAPF). Anti-terror measures are intensified comprising of the checking of hotels, vehicles, blockades of several locations,
among others. All of this is good, but the moot point is: Don’t victimise innocent citizens. May hope and peace always be in the country! Happy Republic Day.

ASHOK K MEHTA

BUDGET FOR EQUITABLE ECONOMY
Sir — Never before has a Budget
demanded greater insight, acumen and
earnest pragmatism. This one must go
far beyond juggling the ledger and marquee headings to invite kudos from the
Dalal Street. It ought to be all about
restoring lost employment in the middle, lower middle classes and daily
wagers, besides creating fresh avenues.
This economy was already on jobless
growth for four years. From a pandemic peak in unemployment of near 14 per
cent, we are at 7.9 per cent in December
2021. Compare this with 2017-2018, at
4.7 per cent. Between 2019-20 and
December 2021, the manufacturing sector lost 9.8 million jobs, services sector
1.8 million.
But most worrisome should be the
drop in salaried jobs, which points to an
unstable economy starved of investment.
Without new investments, India will not
be able to generate the kind of employment it needs. Rising interest rates and
a depreciating currency make it worse.
The Budget needs to focus on these
issues. These sectors are in dire straits;
earlier due to demonetisation, now pulverised by COVID. One of the key objectives of this year’s Budget ought to be on
employment returning to the class that
needs to reclaim its lost purchasing
power.
R Narayanan | Navi Mumbai
CONG’S DOWNSLIDE CONTINUES
Sir — In yet another severe setback to the
Congress, which is struggling to keep its
house in order ahead of the Assembly
election in five States, Congress heavyweight and former Minister RPN Singh
quit the party and joined the BJP. The resignation comes a day after the Congress
named him among its list of star campaigners for the Uttar Pradesh polls. This
is a body blow to Priyanka Vadra, leading the party from the front in UP. It is
pathetic that party has remained clueless
about internal bickering; it is completely out of sync with ground realities.
The party’s central command, especially Gandhi scions Rahul and Priyanka,

The eternal flame of patriotism

he recent merging of Amar Jawan Jyoti
with the newly instituted flame in the
imposing National War Memorial
(NWM), which was dedicated to the nation
on February 25, 2019, must not be seen
through a political lens. In fact, it has given
a definite shape to our independent existence
where the sacrifice of every soldier is recognised. Covering an area of over 40 acres with
names of more than 26,000 fallen heroes

T

are incapable of leading the party in situations that demand tactical strategies
and smart moves. At the 2019 Congress
Working Committee meeting, RPN
Singh was the only Team Rahul member to point out that personal attacks
against Prime Minister Narendra Modi
had boomeranged. But instead of evaluating the point, the Gandhis began distancing him. It only implies that the party
brass needs only yes-men around them.
The murky state of affairs suggests its
downfall is getting accelerated by the day.
N Sadhasiva Reddy | Bengaluru
ACCOLADES FOR SMRITI MANDHANA
Sir — Cricket is a game of luck, so winning an award in a calendar year solely
depends on lady luck. India women’s
cricket star Smriti Mandhana won the
ICC Women’s Cricketer of the Year in
style despite stiff competition. Pakistan
dominated the men’s awards with two
coveted prizes. However, it was Joe
Root, despite his side not faring well at

etched in granite invokes deep memories
that should serve as inspiration. History is
replete with examples of countries erecting
war memorials, thereby remembering the
supreme sacrifices made by their jawans.
They continually remind us that we exist as
a free nation because of the sacrifices of
these brave soldiers.
Considering that a memorial was constructed in 1921 by Edward Lutyens in the
memory of soldiers who lost their lives in
World War I and the Third Anglo-Afghan war,
the names of a few British officers and soldiers also find mention there. It does not represent the sacrifices made by soldiers either
during World War II or the wars fought by
India since 1947. This anomaly was
removed by setting up the NWM and now
Amar Jawan Jyoti will serve as an integral
part of it. The new memorial will infuse new
vigour in all Indians and keep the fire of patriotism burning.
Vijay Singh Adhikari | Nainital

the international level, who bagged the
Men’s Cricketer of the Year award.
Mandhana, who also made it to the ICC
T20 Women’s Team of the Year, piped fellow nominees Tanmay Beaumont and
others in a tight contest.
The southpaw had won the award in
2018 as well when she was also named
Women’s ODI Cricketer of the Year, making her only the second women’s player
to win the highest individual distinction
in the overall category. Virat ‘King’
Kohli was nowhere near the top in the
charts this time. The Indian team lost to
Pakistan and New Zealand and the
captain wanted to save his neck and preferred Ashwin to win the next three
games. Anyway, it was a solace that
Smriti Mandhana got the better of the
other competitors and kept the Indian
flag flying at the international level.
CK Subramaniam | Navi Mumbai
Send your feedback to:
letterstopioneer@gmail.com

embedded traditions. India
has a lot to learn from its military history. India this year
will surpass Britain’s GDP to
become the fourth biggest
economy. The process of
Indianisation has been
extremely slow and in the
wrong areas.
Beating Retreat is a very
solemn ceremony. Introducing
Indian instruments and theatrics ill- fit this grand and
somber ritual. Dropping the
hymn Abide With Me with
lyrics composed in the aftermath of India’s humiliating
defeat in 1962 is not an enthusing end to the ceremony.
In erasing the past, the
Government is committing
the mistake of compartmentalising military history; then
and now, theirs and ours. The
merging of flames and transferring it to NWM is ‘othering’
the sacrifices of the preIndependence era soldiers.
Their valour must not only be
acknowledged but a suitable
memorial be added to the
NWM by the next Republic
Day to honour them.
(The writer, a retired
Major
General,
was
Commander, IPKF South, Sri
Lanka, and founder member
of the Defence Planning Staff,
currently the Integrated
Defence Staff. The views
expressed are personal.)

SOUNDBITE
Just like you came
forward for the
cleanliness drive,
do the same for
the Vocal for
Local campaign.
Prime Minister
— Narendra Modi
I congratulate
Justice Ayesha Malik
on becoming the
first woman judge of
the Supreme Court.
Pakistan PM
— Imran Khan
I have not really
been impressed by
any political party,
that they have an
ideology I can
blindly follow.
Actor
— Raveena Tandon
I am truly
honoured to receive
the prestigious
Rachael Heyhoe
Flint Trophy for ICC
Women’s Cricketer
of the Year 2021.
Indian opener
— Smriti Mandhana
I am in touch with
every caste and
community. They
want us to defeat
the BJP…change is
inevitable.
Samajwadi Party chief
— Akhilesh Yadav
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FIRSTCOLUMN
ADULT MARRIAGE ISN’T
THE GOVT’S BUSINESS
How will increasing the marriageable age
empower women or make them self-reliant?

The US is in the
grip of inflation

ASHWANI MAHAJAN

The American policy makers are diverting attention from the real cause of
inflation — excessive expansion of money supply
S KALYANASUNDARAM

T

he Government is considering to change the eligibility of Indian
girls getting married from 18 to 21. The intent of the Bill isto “make
them self-reliant and to enable them to take decisions themselves”.
An amendment seeks to define a child as a male or female who has
not completed 21 years of age. How will increasing the marriageable
age empower women or make them self-reliant? Gender equality per
se is achieved with 21 becoming the marriageable age o men and
women. But this stipulation for men itself is totally arbitrary and to
make gender equality, men’s marriageable age should have been
brought down to 18. Parity does not mean taking away the right or
privilege from one group. When the government wants to decide the
minimum age for marriage, strangely it claims that it is going to empower girls to decide on their own. As per Indian Majority Act, 1875 18
is the age for attaining majority. But,as per the same Act, a child appoint-

ed with a guardian by the court attains majority after completion of
21 years. Through Indian Majority (Amendment) Act 1999, Section
3 has been replaced with the following: “Age of majority of persons
domiciled in India. — (1) every person domiciled in India shall attain
the age of majority on his completing the age of eighteen years and
not before.” So, whoever completes the age of 18 years the person
is a major and cannot be treated as a child. Hence the proposed amendment with the nomenclature Prohibition of ‘child’ marriage act is a
misnomer. Our law permits 18-year-olds, without representation by
a guardian,to enter into any contract, own properties, pursue jobs,
drive heavy vehicles in most states,and vote in elections. But the government wants to prescribe an age limit for marriage that too by branding the persons attaining majority as children. While introducing the
Constitution (Sixty first Amendment) Act, 1988, the government stated as follows: ‘The present-day youth are literate and enlightened and
the lowering of the voting age would provide to the unrepresented youth
of the country an opportunity to give vent to their feelings and help
them become a part of the political process. The present-day youth
are very much politically conscious. It is, therefore, proposed to reduce
the voting age from 21 years to 18 years.’ Is it not ridiculous to suddenly change the gear and say that girls of 18 years cannot decide
on their own and hence should not marry?
UNICEF, also known as the United Nations Children’s Fund, is a
United Nations agency responsible for providing humanitarian and developmental aid to children worldwide. Even UNICEF regards only the
marriage of a minor (a person below the adult age) as child marriage
and a violation of rights. It is a different matter that most of the girls
and boys are not getting married even after they are eligible as per
the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006. As per a survey conducted with a sample of 10,005 respondents by YouGov-Mint-CPR Millennial
Survey, one in four young adults in India do not want to marry. As
norms and values around marriage and family life change, the Indian
youth too are being influenced by recent trends. Compared to a decade
ago, youth are now marrying later in life. This has been again brought
out by Lokniti-CSDS Youth Studies in 2016 and 2007 which show
the proportion of married youth decreased by eight percentage points
from 55 per cent in 2007 to 47 per cent in 2016. The government
must drop this amendment bill which is retrograde.
(The writer is a retired banker. The views expressed
are personal.)

A

lthough inflation is a common
phenomenon in most countries
of the world including India,
many past generations of
Americans have never suffered the
brunt of inflation. But in the last one
year, the rate of inflation in America has
reached around seven percent, and that
has started affecting the lives of ordinary
Americans. Ruling Democrats are fearing the consequences of the same in the
2022 mid-term elections. On the one
hand, Covid-19, which has destroyed the
jobs of 22 million Americans, has also
caused a 30 percent drop in annual production, while on the other, Americans
are facing further hardships due to rising inflation.
The question is, how America was
saved from inflation in the past, and how
it will come out of the grip of current.
Inflation has been registered in almost
every item of daily needs — eight percent increase in the price of eggs, 58 percent in the price of petrol, 14 percent
increase in the prices of other groceries.
Some American economists believe
that due to US Government’s bailout
packages to revive the economy from the
effects of COVID-19, there was an
unprecedented increase in demand in
the country. However, due to supply disruptions, the prices of goods are increasing fast. Economists believe that due to
rising inflation, wage rates are also
increasing, which may lead to a spiral
effect on inflation. Experts believe that
the pent-up demand of the Covid-19
period is also retuning back now.
During the pandemic period many
people with permanent income also
could not spend their incomes fully.
Now, with return of normalcy, they are
spending more on tourism, fuel, food
items, restaurants, entertainment, etc. It
is believed that as supply conditions
improve, it will be possible to control
inflation. But there is almost a consensus that there is no immediate relief
from it.
US policy makers are trying to
blame this record inflation on supply
chain problems and shortage of raw
materials, but most economists are citing the rising money supply as the main
reason. It is true that the sudden spurt
in consumer demand after the temporary relief from COVID-19 has led to a
shortage of goods, but this is not the
main reason for inflation in America.
Many policy makers in the US are
saying that due to the shortage of
goods, sellers have started raising prices.
Therefore, inflation can also be curbed
by price controls. But we must understand that one of the disadvantages of
price control is that it reduces the
incentive of producers to produce more.
There is an apprehension that due to this
(price control), the consumers may
face shortage of goods.
But one area where price controls

AMERICAN POLICY
MAKERS ALSO
RECOGNISE THAT
THEIR PEOPLE
HAVE HUGE
SAVINGS AND
THEY WANT TO
MAKE UP FOR
THE GOODS AND
SERVICES WHICH
THEY COULD NOT
ENJOY DURING
COVID-19. BUT
IT HAS TO BE
UNDERSTOOD
THAT THE REAL
REASON FOR THE
SURPLUS FUNDS
LEFT WITH
PEOPLE IS THE
DISTRIBUTION OF
HUGE AMOUNTS
OF FINANCIAL
BAILOUT
PACKAGES BY
THE US
ADMINISTRATION

(The writer is Professor,
PGDAV College,
University of Delhi.
The views expressed
are personal.)

can play an effective role is the
pharmaceutical sector. It is well
known that American pharmaceutical companies charge high
prices for drugs in the name of
reward for intellectual property.
Controlling drug prices can certainly give a huge relief to the
consumers.
American policy makers are
trying to cover up their past
mistakes with a variety of arguments to divert attention from the
real causes of inflation; and that
mistake is the excessive expansion
of money supply. It is a historical
fact that the main reason for
inflation all over the globe had
been the expansion of money
supply.
Irving Fisher’s quantity theory of money has been used for
centuries to explain the phenomenon of inflation. According
to modified version of this theory, if the total output of goods and
services or ‘the volume of transactions’ in the economy remains
the same, then the price level
increases in proportion to the
increase in the quantity of money.
It is worth noting that first in the
name of ‘quantitative easing’
(QEs) for a huge bailout package
to overcome the financial crisis
starting from 2007-08 and to
compensate for the impact of the
decline in the economy due to
COVID-19 in the last almost two

years, the US Administration has
been expanding quantity of
money. Many economists believe
that due to this huge increase in
the quantity of money, inflation
is now becoming uncontrollable.
American policy makers also
recognize that people in America
have huge savings with them
and they want to make up for the
goods and services, which they
could not enjoy during Covid-19.
But it has to be understood that
the real reason for the surplus
funds left with the people is the
distribution of huge amounts of
financial bailout packages by the
US administration. Due to the
limited income of the government due to the pandemic, the
increase in inflation has become
inevitable due to printing of the
amount of currency in circulation
by the Government and consequently a large increase in the
money supply. Significantly,
between November 2020 and
November 2021, the total currency with the public in USA
increased by $1.56 trillion, i.e., an
increase of 7.6 percent. But the
increase in the supply of M1
money was even more, that is,
15.7 percent.
Bailout package by the US
government to create additional
currency is nothing new; however, in recent times there has been
some decline in the popularity of

the dollar as global currency,
which is being fast replaced by the
Chinese currency yuan. Further,
in order to give boost to US manufacturing, the US administration has been becoming more
and more protective, resulting in
fall in export of dollars. In such
a situation, the supply of dollars
outside the US is decreasing, due
to which the fear of inflation in
the US have increased due to
increasing amounts of dollars
with the public in US. It seems
that if this trend continues in the
future, then the increasing
money supply in the US will continue to cause inflation in the
future as well.
Manufacturing output in the
US had been declining for a long
time and most of the GDP in the
US is derived from services. In
that too, a large part of America’s
GDP is the income earned abroad
by American companies, due to
which America has been receiving a huge amount of taxation.
But for some time now, American
companies have been trying to
avoid this taxation in various
ways. These companies are mostly e-commerce and tech companies. For this reason, the US government may have to resort to the
creation of additional currency to
meet its expenses in the future
also, which may lead to further
inflation.

POINTCOUNTERPOINT
THIEVES DON’T LIKE A MOONLIT NIGHT. THOSE
WHO ARE PROMISING FREE ELECTRICITY KEPT
PEOPLE IN DARKNESS FOR YEARS.
—UP CHIEF MINISTER
YOGI ADITYANATH

WHAT DOES THE CHIEF MINISTER KNOW
ABOUT ELECTRICITY FACTORS? THERE IS NO
BIGGER A LIAR THAN THE CM.
—SAMAJWADI PARTY CHIEF
AKHILESH YADAV

Tableau politics mars Republic Day preparations
The Centre and the States should together evolve a fair tableaux selection process without any heartburn to any stakeholder

P

etty politics ought not to
ruin the solemn atmosphere in celebrating the
Republic Day or Independence
Day. Unfortunately, more
avoidable controversies arise
between the ruling party and
the opposition. For instance,
while there is a well-established
system for selecting the
tableaux, the process always
becomes a flashpoint for
regional politics. This year
too, there is furore in the
opposition-ruled states as the
Centre rejected the tableaux
of West Bengal, Kerala, and
Tamil Nadu, among others.
Chief Ministers like Mamata
Banerjee and M.K. Stalinhave
written to the Prime Minister
to reconsider the decision
but in vain.
Only 12 states eventually
made it to the list, including

KALYANI SHANKAR

(The writer is a senior
journalist. The views
expressed are personal.)

poll-bound states of Uttar
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Punjab,
and Goa. The selection criteria was that the R-Day parade
must reflect the cultural diversity of India and the role of various communities in building
modern India. Why shouldnot
every State get an opportunity to display things it wants to?
This year Republic Day is
important because the theme
is India@75 and getting a place
in the parade is a matter of
prestige for the states. It is also
amidst the Covid pandemic
which has shattered the globe.
On the 75th Republic Day
on Friday, one must recall the
first Republic Day in 1950. It
was a simple affair. The then
last Governor-General of
India, C. Rajagopalachari, read
out the proclamation of the
new Republic and the election

of Dr. Rajendra Prasad, as the
first President of India, at
10.18 AM on a chilly Thursday
morning.
The Constituent Assembly
adopted the Constitution of
India on November 26, 1949,
and came into effect on
January 26, 1950.Historically it
was on January 26, 1930,
Congress committed the
nationalist movement to Purna
Swaraj (total independence).
Delhi held the first

Republic Day at the Irwin
Amphitheatre (now Major
Dhyan Chand National
Stadium). There were no performances and floats. It was a
simple function with the Army
band, flag hoisting, and national anthem. The tradition of a
parade began only from the
next Republic Day. It is the
main attraction of India’s
Republic Day celebrations,
which last for three days since
then.
The Parade is primarily a
military affair. The might of
our defence services, including
the latest tanks, missiles, radar
systems, air force planes,
defence communications systems, etc., mounted on trucks,
are paraded, followed by a
cultural pageant comprising
tableaux. It is here that the participant states showcase their

unique culture and achievements to the nation. The selection depends on a combination
of factors, including visual
appeal, idea, theme, music,
and micro detailing.
From 1950 and 1954, the
parades were held at the Red
Fort, National stadium,
Kingsway Camp, and the
Ramlila ground. It was from
1955 that Rajpath became the
regular venue. It was discontinued in 1963 when the country
was engaged in war with
China, and was replaced by a
procession of leaders led by
Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru, his cabinet members,
political representatives from
states, students and teachers
from Delhi University, etc.
The Parade was restored the
following year.
Although they were disap-

pointed with the Centre’s rejection of tableau, the concerned
opposition chief ministers have
gone to the media to showcase
their themes in their states.
They feel the Centre was playing politics in the selection.
Mamata Banerjee raised a
point that their tableau commemorated the contributions
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
on his 125th birth anniversary
and carried portraits of other
leaders like Ishwar Chandra
Vidyasagar. She has decided to
come out with the same
tableau during the Republic
Day parade on Red Road in
Kolkata.
Tamil Nadu’s Stalin also
proposes showcasing the
rejected tableau in Chennai in
the Republic Day parade and
also taking it to other districts
in Tamil Nadu.

It does not behove to follow petty politics. While it is
truethat the sombre ceremony
should not be disturbed by this
kind of petty politics, one
option could be to give a
chance to all states. India is,
after all, a Union of States. If
there is a time constraint for
some reason, the authorities
could adopt the lottery system.
The other option for the rejected states is to follow Mamata
and Stalin to show off in the
state R-Day celebrations.
The display of the unique
culture of each state brought to
Delhi parade with their floats
and dances might create the
sense of the new nation in the
Union of States. It is time that
the Centre and the states come
together and evolve a good
selection process without any
heartburn.
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Job postings in Travel & Tourism
sector sees 4 pc rise in Dec

German business
confidence perks
up after 6 months

FRL independent directors turn
down Amazon's bailout offer

PNS n BERLIN

PNS n NEW DELHI

PNS nMUMBAI

Business confidence in
Germany, Europe's biggest
economy, has picked up
unexpectedly after a sixmonth slide, a closely
watched survey showed
Tuesday.The Ifo institute said
its monthly confidence
increased to 95.7 points in
Januar y from 94.8 in
December.
Economists had forecast
another slight dip to 94.5.The
index was led higher by
much-improved expectations
for the next six months.
Managers' assessment of the
current situation, the other
element of the survey, worsened slightly.
Ifo said that manufacturing
sector managers' confidence
increased significantly, with
supply bottlenecks easing
slightly. It said service sector
managers also were more
optimistic and that “the
tourism industry is looking
forward to a promising summer” — although, for the
moment, hospitality “remains
stuck in crisis.” Germany is
seeing sharp increases in new
coronavirus infections as the
highly contagious omicron
variant takes hold, though so
far that hasn't been accompanied by a massive rise in hospital admissions.

Independent directors of
Future Retail Ltd (FRL) have
turned down Amazon's offer of
financial support to the company through a deal with private equity firm Samara
Capital, saying the offer is
"plainly an attempt to buy the
FRL assets on the cheap".
FRL's independent directors had last week asked
Amazon if the e-commerce
giant was willing to give a longterm loan to avoid default on
repayment of Rs 3,500 crore
loan due on January 29.
Amazon replied that it was
willing to financially assist
Future Retail through the
Samara Capital deal but the
retailer must shelve Rs 24,713
crore deal with Reliance.
The independent directors
of FRL, in a letter on Tuesday,
said it is now clear that
Amazon's letters were "just a
game of smoke and mirrors”.
"Accordingly, we will not be
assessing any proposals from
you, until an actual solution
which meets FRL's capital
requirements and addresses
concerns of its stakeholders, in
a legally-compliant manner, is
tabled," said the letter, a copy
of which was seen by PTI.
Amazon had told FRL that
Samara Capital remains interested in buying out the debt-

The travel and tourism industry, one of the hardest hit by the
pandemic in the country, is on
the path of recovery and registered a 4 per cent year-onyear growth in job postings
during December 2021,
according to a report.
According to a report by
Monster Employment Index,
the travel and tourism industry
saw a steady increase in job
postings post the second wave
and reached an absolute high in
July (with 16 per cent growth)
and showed a steady state of
revival until November 2021.
This growth could be attributed to the emergence of
'revenge travel trends' and
'staycations'.However, on a
sequential basis, the Indian
tourism industry witnessed a 1
per cent decline in job postings
with the advent of the third
wave, consequent travel restrictions, and safety norms.
The report is based on data
from the Monster Employment
Index, a broad and comprehensive monthly analysis of
online job posting activity conducted by Monster India.
"The Indian travel and
tourism industry has truly
paved its way to revival in 2021,
as compared to the previous

year, despite the challenges
posed by the pandemic,"
Monster.com, a Quess company, CEO Sekhar Garisa said.
Garisa further said that
"while the new Omicron variant impacted the growth of the
sector in December 2021, the
industry is expected to account
for about 53 million jobs by
2029, as per industry reports."
It is also encouraging that
the Ministry of Tourism and
the Indian government have
taken several steps in the past
year to strengthen the hospital-

MONEY MATTERS
Hero Electric partners with ALT
Mobility to deploy 10,000 Hero Nyx

ity and tourism industry in
India, helping employers gain
momentum in the space, he
added. As per Monster.com
data, the top job roles in
demand across the travel and
tourism industry included sales
associates, chef and engineers
- software, electrical. Job roles
such as travel agents and
housekeeping staff followed
close behind. City specific
trends for the industry indicate
that on a month-on-month
basis, tier II cities such as
Chandigarh, Baroda and

Coimbatore reported maximum increase in job postings
standing tall against the waves
of pandemic, followed by Pune.
On the contrary, cities such
as Hyderabad, Kochi,
Ahmedabad, Jaipur, Delhi and
Kolkata witnessed a decline,
followed by Chennai,
Bangalore, and Mumbai which
noted a 1 per cent dip in job
posting activity, owing to the
third wave of the pandemic
and the surge in Omicron
cases in the country, the report
said.

Akasa Air take off likely in late May or early
June; to further democratise air travel: CEO
PNS n NEW DELHI

ero Electric on Tuesday said
it has partnered with ALT
Mobility, a dedicated
platform for leasing of electric
vehicles for the logistics market,
to deploy its electric two-wheeler
Hero Nyx. Under the collaboration,
the companies will work with
logistic aggregators and fleet
operators to deploy 10,000 Hero
Nyx electric scooters by 2023,
Hero Electric said in a statement.
"This association will aid us in enabling carbon-free mobility in the
logistics market and cater to consumer needs of last-mile delivery
offered by ALT Mobility," Hero Electric CEO Sohinder Gill said. With the
changing market scenario and increased preference for the electric
vehicle, there is a crucial need to boost EV adoption, he said. "We are
witnessing more and more businesses opting for cleaner solutions to
reach their consumers. At Hero, we strive to provide 360-degree
solutions to our B2B customers through our strong network presence
across India," Gill said. ALT Mobility CEO Dev Arora said the company
conducted extensive tests on the ground and spent several months
with the Hero Electric team before building its conviction that the Hero
Nyx EV is a bankable vehicle for intensive logistic operations.ALT
Mobility offers two and three-wheeler electric vehicles on monthly
subscription to fleet operators. They cover the financing, road tax, auto
insurance, and service and spare costs of the EVs.

Seeking to further democratise
air travel with dependable and
affordable services, airline
Akasa Air is aiming to start
flights in late May or early June
after getting its first Boeing 737
MAX aircraft in April.
Bullish on the long term
growth potential of the country's civil aviation sector, ace
investor Rakesh Jhunjhunwalabacked carrier is looking to
have 18 planes in its fleet by the
end of March 2023.
Despite COVID clouds continuing to cast a shadow on the
airlines, Akasa Air CEO Vinay
Dube is more than optimistic
as he asserted that "if you
look at the long term future of
commercial aviation in India,
it is as exciting as anywhere in
the world". Interacting with
PTI on a video call, Dube said
the Indian aviation pie is growing and the idea of Akasa Air

Sebi introduces framework for
Special Situation Funds

Power trade volume rises
37pc to 27.6 BU at IEX in Dec

apital markets regulator Sebi
has introduced the framework
for Special Situation Funds
(SSFs) that will invest only in
stressed assets.
The
move assumes significance against
the backdrop of continuing efforts
to address the issue of stressed
assets in the banking system.
SSFs have been introduced as a
sub-category under Category I
Alternative Investment Funds (AIFs), Sebi said in a notification on
Monday.SSFs will invest only in stressed assets such as stressed
loans available for acquisition in terms of RBI norms or as part of a
resolution plan approved under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code.
These funds will also invest in security receipts issued by Asset
Reconstruction Companies (ARCs), securities of companies in
distress and any other asset/security as may be prescribed by the
board from time to time."Each scheme of a special situation fund
shall have a corpus as may be specified by the Board (Sebi)," the
regulator said.Further, SSFs will accept from an investor, an
investment of such value as specified by the regulator. It will not
accept investments from any other AIF other than a special situation
fund In this regard, the Securities and Exchange Board of India
(Sebi) has amended AIF rules. Last month, at its board meeting, Sebi
decided that SSFs will be exempted from investment concentration
norm in a single investee company and there will also be no
restriction on investing their investible funds in unlisted or listed
securities of the investee company.

PNS n NEW DELHI
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Pushp Kumar Joshi to be new
chairman of HPCL
ushp Kumar Joshi has
been picked by
government headhunter
PESB to be the new chairman
and managing director of
Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (HPCL), the
nation's third largest oil
refining and fuel marketing
company.Joshi, who is currently Director - Human Resources at
HPCL - was picked after PESB interviewed 10 candidates on January
24, the headhunter said in a notice."PESB recommended the following
name for the post of Chairman and Managing Director, HPCL: Pushp
Kumar Joshi," it said.The recommendation will now go to the
Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) headed by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. ACC will decide on his selection after getting
reports from anti-corruption agencies such as CVC and CBI.Joshi, 58,
has been on the board of HPCL for almost a decade now.He will
replace Mukesh Kumar Surana, who superannuates on April 30 this
year.Joshi had missed out on being the head of HPCL on previous
two occasions - first in August 2013 when Nishi Vasudeva was
picked by PESB and again in October 2015 when Surana was
selected.

P

Power trade volume at Indian
Energy Exchange (IEX) rose
37 per cent year-on-year to
27.6 billion units (BU) in the
December quarter, mainly due
to higher electricity consumption.
"During the quarter
(October-December), volumes
on the Exchange grew by 37
per cent YoY (year-on-year)
with 27.6 BU volumes traded
versus 20.1 BU in Q3 FY21.
“The growth in volumes
was driven by a substantial
increase in electricity consumption as well as the resurgence of trading in RECs and
ESCERTs," an IEX statement
said.
According to the statement,
the real-time market continues
to be one of the fastest-grow-

is to look through what we are
currently facing. "This is temporary. This too shall pass".
The civil aviation space,
especially the airlines, has been
significantly impacted by the
pandemic and as the emergence of the Omicron variant
has dealt another blow to the
recovery path of the sector.
Akasa Air, which will take
off as a low-cost carrier, has
placed an order for 72 Boeing
737 MAX planes, which are
fuel efficient.To begin with,
Akasa Air will have services
from metros to Tier II and III
cities. There will also be flights

ing electricity market segments on the exchange,
achieving a growth of 70 per
cent y-o-y, with 4.8 BU of volumes traded during the quarter.
The green market, including
the day ahead and term ahead
market, cumulatively traded
1.2 BU during the quarter and
contributed 5 per cent to overall electricity volumes.

from metros to metros so that
the aircraft is moved around
the system, Dube noted.
Being professionally-managed, competitive cost structure, customer satisfaction,
employees being happy and
airline being financially healthy
will be among the key elements
for Akasa Air."We hope to get
our first aircraft in the second
half of April, the first commercial flight in late May or early
June... we are working with the
government, DGCA to go
through all of the requirements that are there," Dube
said.

strapped retailer's businesses
such as Big Bazaar for Rs
7,000 crore, and had asked FRL
to provide its financial details
to Samara Capital for the private equity fund to conduct
expedited due diligence.
The independent directors
said the price of Rs 7,000
crore is "significantly below the
amount needed to discharge
FRL's total liabilities".
"...FRL's Bank liabilities
and part of the committed vendors payments till just March
2022 itself aggregate to Rs
12,027.31 crores. When seen in
the context of the financials of
the Reliance transaction by
way of the Scheme of
Arrangement, your offer is
plainly an attempt to buy the
FRL assets on the cheap," the
letter stated.
The letter also noted that the
independent directors of FRL
had accepted the transaction
with Reliance as it addresses

IPO-bound OYO gets listing
approval from BSE, NSE
PNS n NEW DELHI

Oravel Stays Limited, the parent company of travel-tech
firm OYO, has received inprinciple approval from BSE
and NSE to list on the respective bourses, sources said.
OYO has filed preliminary
documents for a Rs 8,430
crore initial public offering
(IPO). The offering will consist of a fresh issue of shares
of up to Rs 7,000 crore and an
offer-for-sale of as much as Rs
1,430 crore.
As per documents
reviewed by PTI, the company recently received the goahead for listing from the
National Stock Exchange and
BSE.
Bourses typically provides
such go ahead at advanced
stages of the approval process
thus signaling that regulatory path is close to getting
cleared for the company to
approach for its listing.

IT major Infosys on Tuesday
announced a Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) collaboration with Tennis Australia to
drive new digital learning and
accessibility initiatives for
under-represented communities.
This programme is part of
Infosys and Tennis Australia's
Digital Innovation Partnership,
which was recently extended
until 2026, a statement said.
"As Infosys continues to
enhance digital experiences
for tennis fans, players, coaches and the media at AO
(Australian Open) 2022,
beyond the court, the company is embarking on a journey
to leverage these capabilities to
also have positive community
impact," it added.
As a partner committed to
the sport in the Australia New
Zealand (ANZ) region, Infosys
has worked with Tennis

Australia for initiatives such as
the Aces for Bushfire Relief in
2020 and building an AO
Virtual Hub in 2021 to enable
tournament access digitally in
a pandemic-affected year.
In this five-year collaboration, Infosys and Tennis
Australia will focus on using
technology for good with a
vision to enhance accessibility, learnability and inclusivity
on and beyond the court, the
statement said.
The partnership starts with
enhancing the Tennis Australia
Leadership programmes, to
engage and empower the leaders of tomorrow to help make
positive change in their communities, it added.
Infosys will provide its nextgen digital learning platform,
Springboard, to help enhance
the leadership programmes
via power learnability with
richer leadership development
content, digital learning, and
driving inclusivity with men-

TPCI seeks support
measures in Budget
to promote food,
beverage industry
PNS n NEW DELHI

The company had filed its
Draft Red Herring Prospectus
(DRHP) with Securities &
Exchange Board of India
(SEBI) in September last year
and has been in the process of
responding to the questions
and clarifications sought by
the regulators.
Sources told PTI that the
SEBI observations are reaching the final stage and the last
rounds of observations are
expected in about 10 days.

The Trade Promotion
Council of India (TPCI) on
Tuesday suggested the government to announce incentives in the forthcoming
Budget for activities such as
branding and marketing of
made in India products, setting up of modern R&D labs
and duty-free import of raw
material by SEZ units with an
aim to promote the food and
beverages industry.
It also demanded input
tax credits for the industry,
incentivise institutions for
traceability in the food supply system; subsidy for testing in the food sector, funds
for setting up food and beverage tech machinery manufacturing plants; and interest
subvention scheme for
MSMEs.

ESIC scheme adds 10.28 lakh new members in November
PNS n NEW DELHI

Around 10.28 lakh new members joined the ESIC-run social
security scheme in November
2021 against 12.39 lakh in the
previous month, official data
showed on Tuesday, giving a
perspective on formal sector
employment in the country.
The latest data is part of a
report released by the National
Statistical Office (NSO).
Gross new enrolments with
Employees' State Insurance
Corporation (ESIC) were 10.78
lakh in April, 8.91 lakh in May,
10.68 lakh in June, 13.42 lakh
in July, 13.47 lakh in August
and 13.57 lakh in September
2021, the latest data showed.
June, July and August figures
show an increase in enrolments after easing of COVIDinduced restrictions by states
post the second wave of the
pandemic that hit the country

in mid-April last year.
The NSO report showed
that gross enrolments of new
subscribers with ESIC were
1.15 crore in 2020-21, compared to 1.51 crore in 2019-20
and 1.49 crore in 2018-19.
From September 2017 to
March 2018, around 83.35
lakh new subscribers joined the

ESIC scheme.
The report said gross new
enrolments with ESIC from
September 2017 to November
2021 were 5.93 crore.
The NSO report is based on
the payroll data of new subscribers of various social security schemes run by ESIC, the
Employees' Provident Fund

Infosys partners Tennis Australia to drive new digital learning
PNS n NEW DELHI

the needs of funds to pay off
public sector bank lenders,
suppliers of goods and helps
FRL to meet almost all FRL's
liabilities, and in the process
helps protect the investment of
small shareholders and jobs of
over 25,000 employees.
Copies of the letter were also
sent
to
Enforcement
Directorate, Sebi, Competition
Commission of India, lenders
like State Bank of India, Union
Bank of India and Bank of
Baroda as well as FRL Board of
Directors. Terming the comparison between Reliance's
offer and proposed transaction
with Samara Capital as “misplaced”, the independent directors said the Scheme of
Arrangement with Reliance
Retail will be a court-approved
transaction, and has already
received the approvals of various regulators, including SEBI
and CCI and that it is fullycompliant with Indian laws.

torship.
By leveraging the Infosys
Tennis Platform for tournament experiences and Infosys
Springboard for digital inclusion, the partnership will continue to bring the sport closer
to people and people closer to
equitable outcomes, serving
the shared vision of "tennis for
everyone", the statement said.

“We are incredibly proud to
be working in close collaboration with Tennis Australia on
a number of new digital accessibility and learning initiatives. When we renewed our
Digital Innovation Partnership
at the end of last year, we
agreed that the next phase in
our relationship would be to
jointly build programs that

have a larger positive impact
on our community,” Andrew
Groth, Executive Vice
President and Region Head
(Australia and New Zealand)
at Infosys, said.
He added that this collaboration will play a role in bridging the digital accessibility
gap and bring learning pathways to the disadvantaged.
Korey Allchin, Director of
Partnerships and International
Business at Tennis Australia,
said the extension of the partnership with Infosys will also
include programmes that
enable a more equitable community. "We are working
together to build more accessible digital experiences for
everyone who engages with the
Australian Open and our
sport. Infosys Springboard will
also give our leaders of tomorrow an opportunity to expand
their learning through a state
of the art digital learning environment,” Allchin added.

Organisation (EPFO) and
Pension Fund Regulatory and
Development Authority
(PFRDA).
It has been releasing such
data of these bodies since April
2018, covering the period starting from September 2017.
According to the report, net
new enrolments with retirement fund body EPFO stood at
13.95 lakh in November 2021,
up from 11.10 lakh in October
2021. It showed that from
September 2017 to November
2021, around 4.88 crore (gross)
new subscribers joined the
Employees' Provident Fund
scheme.
The report, titled 'Payroll
Reporting in India: An
Employment Perspective November 2021', said since the
number of subscribers is from
various sources, there are elements of overlap, and the estimates are not additive.

Maruti Suzuki Q3
net profit falls 48
pc to Rs 1,042 cr
PNS n NEW DELHI

The country's largest carmaker Maruti Suzuki India
on Tuesday reported a 47.82
per cent decline in consolidated net profit to Rs 1,041.8
crore for the December 2021
quarter, mainly due to the
ongoing semiconductor
shortage and increase in
commodity prices.
The auto major had posted a consolidated net profit of
Rs 1,996.7 crore in the
October-December period
of the last fiscal, Maruti
Suzuki India said in a regulatory filing.
The consolidated revenue
from operations declined
marginally to Rs 23,253.3
crore in the third quarter,
compared to Rs 23,471.3
crore a year ago, it added.
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Bob Dylan sells recorded-music catalog
l

Dave Filoni on why he signed
Robert Rodriguez for Star
Wars: The Book Of Boba Fett'
ave Filoni, the producer of the Star
Wars spin off show
Star Wars: The
Book of Boba Fett
recently revealed
getting ace producer and visual effects
maven Robert Rodriguez
onboard was integral to
infusing life into the titular
character.
Talking about getting in
aboard and Robert’s subsequent understanding and
process of sketching the character, Dave said, “Robert was
so important to the whole
process of bringing Boba to
life. He loved the character
and even made his own animatics with action figures on
occasion. He’s an expert, he’s
a Jedi. He knows his stuff and
what he wants to capture.

d

Commenting on Robert’s
fluidity for knowledge sharing, the producer said, “He
shares knowledge left and
right. If you ask him questions, he’s offering answers,
and he’ll show you clips about
how he did things in the digital filmmaking frontier with
George (Lucas) when it was
all happening and he was
doing Sin City. So he’s got a
great Legacy connection.”
Boba Fett is a highly-loved
character within the realms of
Star Wars fans. He had
appeared briefly in the original trilogy, the prequels, and
The Mandalorian.
The spin off series Star
Wars: The Book of Boba Fett,
is available to stream on
Disney+ Hotstar in English,
Hindi, Tamil, Telugu, and
Malayalam.

egendary music icon Bob Dylan’s
entire catalog of recorded music
has been acquired by Sony Music
Entertainment.
The label as also acquired as well
as the rights to multiple future
new releases, in a major expansion of SME’s
six-decade relationship with the artist,
reports variety.com.
Sources tell Variety that the deal was
worth between $150 million and $200 million, although the number was not confirmed; reps for Sony and Dylan declined
comment. This agreement, concluded in July
2021, comprises the entirety of Bob Dylan’s
recorded body of work since 1962, beginning
with the artist’s self-titled debut album and
continuing through 2020’s Rough and Rowdy
Ways.
Late in 2020 Dylan sold his song catalog to
Universal Music Publishing for an amount
sources say was near $400 million; he also
donated his personal archives to the Bob
Dylan Center in Tulsa, Okla., which is sched-

uled to open in May of this year. The deal is
the latest in a series of blockbuster deals for
music catalogs.
Bob Dylan said, “Columbia Records and
Rob Stringer have been nothing but good to
me for many, many years and a whole lot of
records. I’m glad that all my recordings can
stay where they belong.”
Bruce Springsteen sold his publishing and
recorded-music catalogs to Sony Music for a
reported $550 million; David Bowie’s publishing was acquired by Warner Chappell
Music earlier this year for upward of $250
million, sources tell Variety; Motley Crue’s
recorded-music catalog was acquired by
BMG late in November 2021 for around $90
million. Bob Dylan and SME will continue to
collaborate on a range of future catalog reissues in the artist’s renowned and top-selling
Bootleg Series, which began in 1991 and
includes 14 releases through last year’s lauded Springtime In New York: The Bootleg
Series Vol. 16 (1980-1985).
The agreement also provides the opportu-

nity for SME to partner with Dylan on additional projects.
This year marks the 60th anniversary of
Dylan’s recording career. He was signed to
SME’s Columbia Records in October 1961 by
the label’s John Hammond and recorded his
debut album that same year.
In making the announcement, Rob
Stringer, Chairman, Sony Music Group said,
“Columbia Records has had a special relationship with Bob Dylan from the beginning
of his career and we are tremendously proud
and excited to be continuing to grow and
evolve our ongoing 60-year partnership.
Bob is one of music’s greatest icons and an
artist of unrivaled genius. The essential
impact he and his recordings continue to
have on popular culture is second to none
and we’re thrilled he will now be a permanent
member of the Sony Music family. We are
excited to work with Bob and his team to
find new ways to make his music available to
his many fans today and to future generations.”

Batgirl casts Ivory Aquino to play first trans character in DC film

w

hen We Rise actor
Ivory Aquino has
been roped in to essay
the role of Alysia
Yeoh in upcoming
DC Comic movie

Batgirl.
According to Deadline, Yeoh's
appearance will mark the first
time a live-action film adaptation
of a DC Comics title will feature
an openly trans character.
The character, which first
appeared in a 2011 issue of
Batgirl written by Gail Simone

and penciled by Ardian Sya, is
the best friend of the titular
superhero aka Barbara Gordon.
The film, set at HBO Max, also
features actors Leslie Grace, J.K.
Simmons, Brendan Fraser,
Michael Keaton and Jacob Scipio.
Adil El Arbi and Bilall Fallah
are directing the movie.
Aquino, a transgender in real
life, is best known for her
performance in the Netflix series
When They See Us and Tales of
the City as well as ABC’s When
We Rise.

Dylan McDermott roped in to
play lead in FBI: Most Wanted
ctor Dylan
McDermott has
been locked as
the new lead star
of CBS crime
drama FBI: Most
Wanted two days after
Julian McMahon
announced his exit from
the show after three seasons.

a

According to Deadline,
McDermott will be making
his FBI: Most Wante" debut
on the episode 17 of the
ongoing third season, airing in April.
McMahon’s final appearance on the show will be on
March 8.
Details about
McDermott’s role are cur-

rently under wraps but he
will play a new character.
FBI: Most Wanted is
executive produced by Dick
Wolf, Peter Jankowski,
David Hudgins, Todd
Arnow and Arthur W
Forney. The series hails
from Wolf Entertainment,
Universal Television and
CBS Studios.

Josh Duhamel boards The Mighty
Ducks: Game Changers season 2
ctor Josh
Duhamel is set
to star opposite
Lauren Graham
in the second
season of Disney
Plus series The Mighty
Ducks: Game Changers.
According to Deadline,
Duhamel will play a new
character of a National
Hockey League playerturned-coach Gavin Cole in
the hockey-themed sequel
series. Gavin is described as
an “inspirational and

a
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charming” athlete who runs
the super-intense summer
hockey institute where The
Mighty Ducks land for season two. Cathy Yuspa and
Josh Goldsmith are returning as showrunners.
The Disney Branded
Television series is produced by ABC Signature,
and executive produced by
Yuspa, Goldsmith, Steve
Brill, Graham, George
Heller, Brad Petrigala,
Jordan Kerner and Jon
Avnet.
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ou’re in a relationship
with someone you
love, and you often
find yourself altering
to suit them. You
could start wearing
their clothing, eating their cuisine, and even taking up their
hobbies... sound familiar? When
we’re in partnerships, maintaining a feeling of “self ” may seem
paradoxical. We find ourselves
wanting to do all possible to
make our partners content and
happy with us. While this is a
normal aspect of every relationship, it’s vital not to lose sight of
who we are in a relationship
since it may make the experience more satisfying for both
parties. It is also beneficial to
your mental health and spiritual
well-being because it may aid in

In a relationship?
Know how to keep
your sense of self

Y

the restoration of self-confidence while embracing individuality.
Devina Kaur, Radio host
and Producer speaks on
three leads to keep your
sense of self when you are in
a relationship:
Revealing your sense of
self: The first step to keeping our sense of self in a
relationship is to focus on
what we are good at and
what we enjoy doing. Our
sense of self should be rooted in our ability to be
divinely empowered by our
own identity. We should not
be so hard on ourselves and
should stop comparing ourselves
to other people. Revealing our
sense of self can include taking
care of our bodies and mind by
eating healthy and exercising
regularly.
We can also take care of our
mental health by talking to professionals about how we are feeling when things get tough for
us. This will help us feel more
satisfied with our lives and will
make it easier for us to be happy
with ourselves.
Empowerment in your
independence: When you are in

a relationship, it is important to
maintain your sense of self. This
means that you need to spend
time on your own, be independent and not depend on your
partner for everything. A relationship is a two-way street. It’s
important to maintain your
sense of self while being in a
relationship. This is because
you want to feel good about
yourself and not just be the
other half of someone else.
Remember the journey to more
self-love is love itself.
Balance found in self:
Relationships of any magnitude
require a balance between the
parties involved. We can start by
being honest with ourselves and
our partner about what we want
and need from the relationship.
We should also try to set some
boundaries for ourselves and
our partners so that we know
where the line is drawn. Lastly,
it is also important to have a
strong support system outside of
your relationship so that we

don’t get lost inside it.
It is important to maintain
your sense of self while being
in a relationship. There are
many ways that you can do this,
but one of the most effective
ways is by finding an activity
that interests you, spending time
in knowing the ever-changing
you, and then practicing radical
self-acceptance.
You want to feel good about
yourself and not just be the
other half of someone else.
Embrace the power that lies
within your individuality.

Meet the reel life

Vikram Sarabhai

SHIKHA DUGGAL

onyLiv has finally shared
the trailer for their
upcoming series, Rocket
Boys. The series stars Jim
Sarbh as pioneering
nuclear physicist and
Ishwak Singh as physicist and
astronomer Vikram Sarabhai. We
had the prerogative to speak to
actor Ishwak, who’s fully into
Vikram Sarabhai mode these days.
He exclusively speaks to us, “I was
craving to play the part of Vikram
Sarabhai. The plot came across to
me as a very ‘humanistic’ story, I
could feel the script of Rocket Boys.
I researched about the knitty gritty
details on how a scientist would be
in those times. From his upbringing, education to his value system
— I was supposed to consume it all.
He was a Gandhian, it was important for me to know about his intellectual side. As we were shooting
scene by scene, it seemed more palpable. Acting in cosmos and celestial spaces was different ball game
altogether!” Showing how Vikram
and Homi first met, became friends
and guided India into taking its
first steps towards becoming a
nuclear superpower, this interesting
show on cosmos is directed by
Abhay Pannu!
The actor continues to utter,
“While shooting for Rocket Boys, it
never occurred to me to associate
with my characteristics of Vikram
Sarabhai to make it easier but to be
aware of the personality of Vikram
Sarabhai was. He is a notable figure,
an achiever and I never had similar
experiences as compared to him.
There was always a huge dissimilarity between a succeeder and common man. But it was pleasuring to
know about the scientific aspects of
this country, what was the foundation built upon and what role did
Dr. Sarabhai played in it.”
The series will dwell deeper into
their personalities and lives to
understand their greatness and
relevance in today’s time. It
will show how the two great
physicists turned their dreams into
reality and made great scientific
discoveries. It also stars talents like
Regina Cassandra, Rajat Kapur,
Dibyendu Bhattacharya, Saba Azad,
and Arjun Radhakrishnan in piv-

s

otal roles!
To act and behave like an
astronomer, was it too difficult to
get into that space for actor Ishwak
Singh? Well, he clears, “I joined the
dotted lines not just to the Vikram
who was a scientist but to the man
who led a simple life like any other
commoner too. As mentioned earlier, I read alot about him.
Revelations about ISRO were new
to me! His personal accounts and a
life of a scientist helped me a alot
into getting in the space of an
astronomer. What stands him out
amongst other scientists is the fact
of being a humanitarian too. He
never lost sight of his dreams while
leading a professional life to meet
ends. We must remember him for
solving problems for the modern
India and helping us lead a much
easier life with the advancement of
technology.”
Portraying such a great person
on screen as an artist was an experience in itself for the actor. Also,
there was a huge responsibility on
him. He continues about the
resilience he faced during the shoot
of rocket boys, “The foundation of
the plot line was so first-class, that
one could have woven multiple stories around it. Difficulties didn’t
arrive in an artistic manner but
rather how this film or
show shootings are
held. It gets exhausting for an actor
sometimes! We
were continuously shooting
seven days a
week. Plus,
weather
conditions
also matters.”
The
idea of
Rocket
Boys

revolving around science and technological advancements urged us to
ask Ishwak Singh on his most
favourite technology that is
coming in handy, he
reflects, “Smartphone
adoption changed
everything. User
behavior changed,
too. We are no
longer bound to
desktops.
Smartphones are
extensions of us.
They define and
extend the way
we communicate.
They replaced
our need for
physical memory.
They help us navigate and they help
us share experiences. I think such
series are great
sources to understand how technology can transform the
future and the world.
It gives us a small indication of how it will get
better in the coming
decades.”

Find the best resin
gift for your dog!
his is a season to give
all the special people
in our life a gift from
the heart. But not just
the people in our
lives, but pets too!
There are so many great projects
to create to give your furry friend
some extra love. They often communicate their love through
small gestures like a snuggle etc.
As loyal and selfless our pets are,
we all know they sometimes need
extra love and pampering. They
truly are a blessing and the best
gift that Santa gave us! Let’s spare
some extra time to gather up
some gifts for them.
Feeding station: Being an animal
lover, feeder and rescuer I always
wanted to create a special range
of products for pets. One of them
is a feeding station. If we can
have designer tableware why
should our furry friends be left
behind? A beautiful wooden
feeding station has been created

T

using resin to give an ocean
effect. Its food-grade colour and
resin are safe and non toxic for
our pets.
Resin name tags: A beautiful
resin name tag is a wonderful
way to adorn your pet and it also
works as an identity tag since one
can have the name of the pet on
one side and a parent’s number
and other details one the other
side. This ces in handy if your pet
is lost, the finder can contact you.
Paw key chain: A beautiful paw
key chain can be a perfect gift for
an animal lover. Beautiful photoframes can be created for your
four-legged babies to celebrate
their love for you.
Resin is not only to make river
tables or wall arts but can also be
used to create bespoke petfriendly gifts for your furry
friends and pet lovers too. A
beautiful tombstone can be created for the pets who have crossed
the rainbow bridge. An impres-

sion of a paw of your pet who has
passed away can be preserved for
life in Resin, this way he will
always be holding your hand till
you meet again.
Resin products are the perfect
companion for you and your
wagging buddy, as they are
durable, water resistant and are
fairly unbreakable. The non toxic
material makes it a healthier
choice for your pet’s health, and
can save you from buying plastic
and thereby help you lead a sustainable and climate friendly
lifestyle. Whenever your pet
drools or spills some kibbles and
food you can easily clean the
resin ware and save yourself from
seeing a messy floor or rug. Your
dog might not be able to thank
you for these gifts but will surely
make you giggle and smile when
s/he will associate the resin products with you.
(The writer, Madhvi Adalja, is a resin artist)
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Rohit fit to lead India against WI
Bhuvneshwar and Ashwin, after their indifferent performance against SA in their 0-3 ODI series defeat, will come under scanner
PTI n NEW DELHI

I

ndia’s white-ball captain Rohit
Sharma is “fit” and ready to lead
the side against the West Indies
in a six-match white-ball series
starting February 6 with the three
ODIs in Ahmedabad. However, the
team selection meeting, which is set
to happen this week, will be an interesting one as some senior players like
Bhuvneshwar
Kumar
and
Ravichandran Ashwin, after their
indifferent performance against
South Africa in their 0-3 ODI series
defeat, will come under the scanner.
But Rohit is ready to lead the
side after a left hamstring injury
ruled him out of the South Africa
tour. The T20 matches against the
Caribbean team are set to be held
from February 16 to 20 in Kolkata.
“Rohit is fit and available for the
series against the West Indies,” a senior BCCI source told PTI on conditions of anonymity.
“By the time, the West Indies
series starts, it will be more than
seven and half weeks of rehabilitation and recuperation for Rohit.
“He is already training in

Mumbai and is expected to be in
Bangalore for the fitness test and get
a formal okay from the National
Cricket Academy,” the source
informed.

HARDIK PANDYA’S
COMEBACK

ROHIT SET TO BE NAMED
TEST CAPTAIN TOO
It is almost certain that for the
time being, Rohit will be named the
Test captain although BCCI will be
looking at other options considering
his workload and the responsibility
that comes with leading India in two
back-to-back World Cups in 2022
and 2023.
It is understood that KL Rahul’s
first stint as captain hasn’t gone as per
expectations and for now, he will
have to remain an apprentice under
Rohit till he is seen to be ready to
lead the national team in near
future.
Under Rahul, India lost all four
international games in South Africa
and for men who matter in Indian
cricket, he hasn’t exactly come across
as a proactive captain.
It is understood that Rahul’s performance as Lucknow Super Giants
captain will be keenly monitored

BUMRAH MIGHT
BE RESTED

during this edition of the IPL.

Hardik Pandya has been bowling in the nets and even though it is
not clear whether he can bowl full
tilt but Venkatesh Iyer’s relative

ROHIT WILL BE
NAMED THE TEST
CAPTAIN ALTHOUGH
BCCI WILL BE
LOOKING AT OTHER
OPTIONS
CONSIDERING HIS
WORKLOAD
AND THE
RESPONSIBILITY
THAT COMES WITH
LEADING INDIA IN
TWO BACK-TO-BACK
WORLD CUPS IN
2022 AND 2023

inexperience at No.6 and Rahul
Dravid’s admission that the colourful Baroda man was missed, can pave
the way for his comeback against the
West Indies.
“You have to remember after the
T20 World Cup, Hardik was
dropped and not rested because of
his fitness. The selectors wanted to
send him a message after his underwhelming show at World T20 but he
is too good a player to be kept out
for long.
“If not against West Indies, then
he will surely be back against Sri
Lanka,” the source added.
Ravindra Jadeja also seems to be
close to attaining full fitness and will
play either against West Indies or in
the next assignment against Sri
Lanka.

Jasprit Bumrah’s
workload management
is paramount for this
current Indian team
and there is a possibility that he might
be rested for the six
matches.
This is after
Bumrah played
all six games in
South Africa
which, which included
three Tests and three 50-over
games, and sent down the
highest number of overs (104.5
overs in Tests and 30 in ODIs).
However, Bhuvneshwar,
whose form has tapered off,
might be dropped while
Ashwin might get one more
series as the South Africa
white-ball leg was his
comeback in ODIs.
The likes of Avesh
Khan and Harshal Patel
could once again make it
to the T20 team.

You can’t win every game, it’s a temporary Focussed on winning Asian Games to qualify for Paris
Olympics, youngsters will get opportunities: Sreejesh
phase for Team India, says Ravi Shastri
PTI n MUSCAT

ormer India head coach
F
Ravi Shastri does not see
any reason to press the panic
button after the team’s shocking Test and ODI series loss to
an under-strength South Africa
as he believes it is a “temporary
phase” and the side will tide
over it soon.
In the backdrop of Virat
Kohli’s departure as captain
from all formats, India, under
stand-in skipper KL Rahul,
were blanked 0-3 in the ODIs
to cap a forgettable tour to
South Africa.
India had earlier suffered
back-to-back defeats in
Wanderers and Cape Town to
lose the Test series 1-2. At the
end of that series, Kohli stepped
down from captaincy in the

longest format, marking the
end of an era in Indian cricket.
“If you lose one series, you
people start criticising... You
can’t win every game, there will
be wins and losses,” Shastri,
who ended his tenure after the
T20 World Cup in UAE last
year, told PTI on the sidelines
of the ongoing Legends League
Cricket.
The ODI series defeat in
South Africa was their first
after Kohli was sacked as skipper in the 50-over format in
December last year.
Shastri said he did not follow a single ball of the South
Africa series but refused to
believe that the standard has
dropped.
“How can the standard go
down suddenly? For five years,

you have been number one side
in the world,” he asserted.
Keeping in mind the T20
World Cup in Australia in
October, India have a packed
white-ball calendar and will be
hosting West Indies, Sri Lanka
and South Africa this year.

With IPL being a 10-team
affair this time, the home season would stretch till June
before the Indians leave for
England to play the final Test
of a series that was halted
midway last year due to a
COVID-19 outbreak, followed
by three T20Is and 3 ODIs.
Shastri maintained that
there’s nothing to worry about
and dismissed the recent setbacks as a temporary phase.
“When you have a win
ratio of 65 per cent over the last
five years, what is there to
worry about? What is there to
worry about, our rival teams
should worry,” he said.
Kohli announced his decision to quit as Test skipper a
day after the team lost 1-2.
Shastri such decisions shouldbe
respected as it boils down to

Barty beats Pegula to
reach semis in Australia
AP n MELBOURNE

op-ranked Ash Barty moved into the
Australian Open semifinals with a 6-2,
6-0 win over No. 21 Jessica Pegula.
The 2021 Wimbledon champion is
aiming to become the first Australian
woman to win the Australian Open since
1978.
She will next face 2017 U.S. Open runner-up Madison Keys for a place in the final.
It’s Barty’s second trip to the semifinals at
Melbourne Park — she lost to eventual
champion Sofia Kenin in 2020.
She says “I’ve grown as a person. I’ve
grown as a player. I feel like I’m a more complete player.”
Keys is back in the last four for the second time after losing to Serena Williams in
the semifinals in 2015.
Barty saved the only break point she
faced against Pegula and converted five of
the nine chances she had to break serve.
Keys beat French Open champion
Barbora Krejcikova 6-3, 6-2 in the opening
match on Rod Laver Arena on Day 9.
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Made the announcement
too soon: Sania Mirza
on her retirement
PTI n MELBOURNE

ndian tennis star Sania
Mirza, who recently
Iannounced
that 2022 would be
her last season, says she had
made the announcement too
soon and was “regretting” it
since she was being asked
about it all the time.
Mirza’s swansong appearance at the Australian Open
ended with a quarterfinal loss
to local pair Jaimee Fourlis and
Jason Kubler in the mixed
doubles event here.
“I am not actually thinking about that at every match
to be honest very, I think that
I made the announcement too
soon to be very honest, I am
kind of regretting it because
that’s all I am being asked right
now,” Mirza said when asked
whether her outlook towards
tennis and the Tour has
changed considering it was her
last season.
The 35-year-old, who is
India’s most accomplished
woman tennis player, having
won six Grand Slam titles,
including three mixed doubles
trophies, was speaking on
“Extraaa Serve’ on Sony Sports
Network.
Mirza, who hails from
Hyderabad, maintained that
she plays tennis to win matches.
“I am playing tennis to win
matches and until I play, I am
going to try and win every
match I play, so it (retirement)
is not something that is on my

mind constantly.
“I enjoy playing tennis, I
have always enjoyed it, win or
lose, and I still have the same
outlook to it, I give my 100
(per cent), sometimes it works,
sometimes it doesn’t but I am
still in it 100 per cent for the
rest of the year and I don’t
want to really think about
what’s going to happen at the
end of the year….,” elaborated
Mirza.
On the game, which she
and Ram lost, Sania said that
it wasn’t the best of their
matches.
“It happens, you don’t have
a great day once in a while and
it is unfortunate when it happens in a (Grand) Slam.
“But I guess we were not
able to string it together, both
of us and in the end, we were
in it in the second set but we
didn’t take our chances and
that’s it, at least I could have
played better, but that’s how it
goes, it happens sometimes,”
said Mirza.
Mirza on January 19 had
announced that she will hang
up her racquet at the end of
2022 season as her body was
“wearing down” and the motivation and energy for everyday
grind was not the same anymore.
She had made the retirement announcement after losing the Australian Open
women’s doubles first round
with partner Nadiia Kichenok.
They lost to Slovenia’s Tamara
Zidansek and Kaja Juvan.

individual choice.
“It’s his choice. You have to
respect his decision. There is a
time for everything. A lot of big
players in the past have left captaincy when they felt they
wanted to focus on their batting
or on their cricket.
“Whether it’s (Sachin)
Tendulkar, (Sunil) Gavaskar
or (MS) Dhoni. And, it’s Virat
Kohli now.”
Asked whether his body
language has changed following the captaincy saga, Shastri
said: “As I said, I’ve not followed
a single ball in the series. But
I don’t think there will be too
much change in Virat Kohli.”
“I took a break after seven
years in the game, been part of
the team, One thing is very
clear, I do not wash dirty linen
in public.

PTI n NEW DELHI

eteran goalkeeper PR Sreejesh on Tuesday
V
said the Indian men's hockey side's main
focus is qualifying for the Paris Olympics by winning the Asian Games this year besides giving
opportunities to youngsters.
He said that a lot of youngsters will be given
opportunities in a hectic year for the team in
which it will compete in marquee events like the
Commonwealth Games and Asiad.
The Tokyo Olympic bronze medal-winning
side will begin the year with the FIH Hockey Pro
League, starting next month.

Lack of red-ball cricket hampering
players' skills already: Jaydev
PTI n NEW DELHI

skipper Jaydev Unadkat
Sballaurashtra
feels the players' skills against the red
have started diminishing and potential cancellation of a second consecutive
Ranji Trophy season will be a "great loss"
for domestic cricket in India.
After the COVID-19-forced cancellation of Ranji Trophy last year, a first in
the tournament's rich history, the postponement of the current season due to the
third wave of the pandemic has left many
players worried. The premier tournament
was supposed to begin on January 13 and
lead pacer Unadkat and the rest of the
Saurashtra players had started their
preparations to defend the maiden title
they won back in March 2020.
'Players' skills are being hampered'
It felt like a different ball game altogether at the camp with players only used
to white ball cricket for the last two seasons.
"Two years in a row would be a great

loss. One year itself was a great loss. When
we started our pre-season camp before the
eventual postponement, it felt like a
whole new game," Unadkat told PTI.
Leaving the ball, bowling with pace
and bowling long spells. All that had gone
out of the picture. It is going to be difficult if it doesn't happen this year too.
"I hear that BCCI is keen on staging
it. If the virus situation doesn't become
threatening, we can have it in February
with a stricter bubble and more vigilance,"
said the left-arm pacer who picked a
record 67 wickets in a memorable 2020
season. If February is not possible, then the
BCCI must start the next season with Ranji
Trophy, feels the pacer who has played one
Test, 7 ODIs and 10 T20Is for India.
"For batters, even when I was batting
I left the first ball alone it felt very different to be honest. I had not left a ball in
two years of my batting practice. Probably
the same for all batters barring the openers who were doing it even in
one-dayers.

Djokovic could play in France
under latest vaccine rules
AP n PARIS

op-ranked player Novak
Djokovic could be allowed
to defend his French Open title
under the latest COVID-19
rules adopted by the French
government, even if he is still
not vaccinated when the claycourt Grand Slam starts in
May.
Djokovic was deported
from Australia and barred from
playing in the Australian Open
this month for not meeting the
country’s strict COVID-19 vaccination rules.
It initially appeared that the
Serb tennis star would not be
welcomed at Roland Garros
either under a new law intended to exclude the unvaccinated from stadiums, restaurants,
bars and other public places.
As questions quickly arose
about Djokovic’s status in
France following his deportation from Australia, Sports
Minister Roxana Maracineanu
previously said that as soon as
the law was passed the country’s vaccine pass would
become compulsory to enter
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stadiums, theater or exhibitions, “for all spectators, practitioners, French or foreign
professionals.”
But the vaccine pass is not
restricted to vaccination.
Under the law that took
effect on Monday, anyone who
has proof they tested positive
within the previous six months
is exempt from having to show

a vaccine pass. That suggests
Djokovic could play in the
French Open in May and June,
the next Grand Slam tournament, because he has said he
tested positive in midDecember.
The French sports ministry
was not immediately available
to answer questions from The
Associated Press on Djokovic.

French Open organizers
have previously said it’s too
early to comment since virus
restrictions can change
between now and May depending on the virus situation.
Djokovic’s team also
declined to comment Monday.
Djokovic said earlier he would
not give public statements until
the end of the Australian Open.
Cafe owners in Paris largely welcomed the new law, which
is central to the Government’s
anti-virus strategy.
“Personally, it reassures me
in the sense that I know the
people I have around me,” said
Parisian Charles Tuile.
“We want to be in a place
where we can be safe in terms
of health. And if you can see
that the waiter checks vaccine
passes and even ID cards, then
it’s reassuring in many ways.”
France is registering Europe’s
highest-ever daily coronavirus
infection numbers, and hospitals are continuing to fill up
with virus patients, even
though the number of people
in intensive care units has
dropped in recent days.

"After every Olympics we plan for next four
years. So after Tokyo we have already started
planning for the Paris Olympics," Sreejesh said
during a virtual media interaction.
"There are a lot of changes that are going to
happen in the team (for Paris), lot of new comers are going to be added into the core group,"
he added. Sreejesh is a part of the International
Institute of Sports Management's initiative in
which 18 of the Tokyo Olympics and Paralympics
medallist have come together to recite the
national anthem in a video, which was released
on Monday. Asked if it is the right time to groom
youngsters with the Paris Olympics only two years
away, Sreejesh said with several fixtures line up,
it will be good to give the junior players a chance.
"I didn't say we will get a lot of the youngsters straight into the team but their addition in
the core group will give them more opportunity. We are starting this year with the Pro League
before Asian Games and CWG."
"We will get almost 16 matches and most
probably Asian Cup will be there and that is the
platform where we can try out the youngsters,
give them opportunities to play tournaments,”
Sreejesh added.

Shafali Verma regains
top spot among batters
in ICC T20 ranking

PTI n DUBAI

teen sensation Shafali
Ionendia's
Verma on Tuesday moved up
place to regain her position
at the top of the ICC Women's
T20I rankings for batters while
her opening partner Smriti
Mandhana dropped a spot to
fourth.
The Australian duo of Beth
Mooney and Meg Lanning
occupied the second and third
positions in the rankings
respectively.
Another
Australian, Alyssa Healy, featured in the sixth place.
New Zealand also have
two representatives in the top
10, with Sophie Devine and
Suzie Bates managing to hold
on to their fifth and seventh
positions respectively.
Sri Lanka's Chamari
Athapaththu gained six positions to break into the top 10
after a superb performance in
the Commonwealth Games
Qualifiers, where she amassed
221 runs at an outstanding
average and strike-rate of 55.25
and 185.71 respectively.
Athapathu was sitting in
eighth place in the rankings.
England's Danni Wyatt
also rose three places to 13th
after her superb knock of 70

against Australia in the first
T20I of the Women's Ashes
recently while Australia's Tahlia
McGrath gained 29 places in
the rankings to rise up to 28th.
McGrath remained unbeaten
on 91 off just 49 deliveries to
chase down a target of 170
against England in Adelaide.
In the bowler's rankings,
the top three remained
unchanged with England's
Sophie Ecclestone and Sarah
Glenn occupying the first and
second spots respectively while
the third place stayed with
South Africa's Shabnim
Isnmail.
India's Deepti Sharma
gained one position to displace
Australia's Megan Schutt from
the fourth place.
The all-rounders' rankings
didn't see much change either
with Sophie Devine and Natalie
Sciver holding on to their first
and second places respectively.
Deepti Sharma again
gained one place to third.
Pakistan's Nida Dar and
Thailand's
Nattaya
Boochatham also climbed up
two places to the ninth and
10th positions, respectively,
while Australia's Ellyse Perry
went down four positions to go
out of the top 10.
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Saana Kastam will be my first & last
attempt at a special number: Regina
SHIKHA DUGGAL

hen the leading soprano Samantha
Ruth Prabhu signed her first special
song in Allu Arjun’s Pushpa: The Rise, it
became the talk of the town! Multiple
actresses had become a synonym for
‘item songs’ at one point in this
entertainment fraternity, but today
times have changed. Item songs are
now professed as special songs and
there are mainstream actresses
coming to defend them from the
forefront!
And, the latest one to be
added in the list is Saana
Kastam’s leading lady Regina
Cassandra, who already entertained the mass audiences with

w

her first and last special song opposite Megastar
Chiranjeevi. Typically, a special song is accompanied by a dance sequence where an actress, who’s
dressed in revealing attire, does hypnotic dance
moves but Rocket Boys fame Regina refuted this
and asserted, “When I disclosed this news to one
of my close friends that I’ll be grooving to Saana
Kastam in Acharya alongside Chiranjeevi, in my
whole excitement I started
screaming that I’ll be performing an item song and my
friend goes ‘why are you calling it an item song’! If it was
some years ago, it was the
case that special dance numbers were called as item
songs and affirmed to be
embarrassing. I swayed and
spinned to Saana Kastam and
didn’t identify myself with an

object of desire at all. Call it an item, special or
celebration song — the terminology doesn’t matter to me as an actress but what holds relevance
for me is whirling with the best. This wasn’t the
first time I was offered a special dance number, I
took it up because I was grooving with a megastar like Chiranjeevi. Saana Kastam was my first
and last attempt at a special number.”
Now that her desire is fulfilled, the actress said,
“My knack is fulfilled now, I danced my heart out
in Acharya’s special number and it went viral too.
Comprehensively, a special song has added more
gravitas to my portfolio as an actress. It didn’t
embarrass me. From past so many years, there
were rumours meandering on Regina doing an
item song, and finally I
did it!”
On the workfront, Regina
Cassandra has a
busy 2022, with
a few movies
like Borrder,
Soorpanagai
and
Acharya,
and three
Hindi
OTT
shows!

Huge village set
for Nani’s Dasara
asara, directed by newbie
Srikanth Odela, starring
natural star Nani, is set in
a community near the
Singareni coal mines in
Godavarikhani. Keerthy
Suresh portrays the female protagonist in Dasara, which will see
Nani in a rough avatar. The
motion poster released recently
gives a glance into the story’s rural
setting.
According to the most recent
reports, producer Sudhakar
Cherukuri is spending a fortune to
build an opulent set. We hear that
over Rs 12 crore is being spent to
build an opulent village set on the

d

SVP’s 1st single to be out on V-Day
he makers of
the upcoming commercial movie
have decided
to put an end
to the long wait, as they
had planned to make
an announcement
regarding the same, on
January 26, on the
occasion of Republic
Day, along with an
exciting poster from the
movie.
Popular musician S.S.
Thaman, who is in
charge of the movie's
music, has tweeted that
the fans will not get disappointed, as the first
single from Sarkaru

t

Shivatmika to be seen as
a basketball player?
r Rajasekhar is
coming up with
a new film
Shekhar and his
fans and wellwishers cannot
wait to see the angry
young man on big
screens. Directed by
Jeevitha Rajasekhar, the
film has the couple’s
elder daughter Shivani
Rajasekhar playing a
key role, while the
younger daughter
Shivatmika Rajasekhar
is producing it. The
happening family
recently appeared in
Suma Kanakala’s entertainment show Cash.
Speaking at the game
show, Shivani
Rajasekhar spilled
the beans about
her sister’s next.
The actress said
Shivatmika will be
seen as a basketball player in her
next, for which
the Dorasani girl
underwent profes-

d

sional training.
However, no official confirmation regarding the same
has been
made yet.
While other
details are not revealed
yet, it is to be seen with
whom the actor will
be pairing up this
time.

Vaari Paata will be a
sure-shot chartbuster.
Dropping a hint on
his Twitter handle,
Thaman wrote,
“#FEB14th”. Mahesh
Babu’s love interest will
be acclaimed actress
Keerthy Suresh in this
upcoming movie.
Parasuram Petla, the
director of Geetha
Govindam fame, has
helmed the movie,
which is billed to be a
political drama with
commer-

cial overtones.
Earlier, the makers of
Sarkaru Vaari Paata
had promised to give
back-to-back updates
from the movie, but
Mahesh Babu got tested
positive for Covid.
Despite being postponed a couple of times
now, the movie is still
one of the most awaited
movies of the season.
Sarkaru Vaari Paata
is jointly produced
under the banners
GMB Entertainments,
Mythri Movie
Makers, and 14
Reels Plus.

Priyamani is
an ‘anxiety
creating'
homemaker
ctress
Priyamani,
who stole the
show with her
subtle performance in The
Family Man series, is
back with another
thrilling concept in
Telugu.
Titled Bhama
Kalapam, the teaser
featuring Priyamani
was released by actress
Rashmika Mandanna
recently.
“Anupama’s character gives us anxiety.
What’s your reaction?
This fascinating tale of
a dangerous housewife
Premieres February 11
#ADeliciousHomeCook
edThriller #PriyaMani,”
the makers wrote, as
they shared the teaser.
The teaser introduces the curious
homemaker Anupama
(Priyamani), who earns
the wrath of the other
residents of her neighbourhood, for peeping
into everyone’s lives.
She also causes anxiety to her husband
with this curiosity
about others’ lives.
Tamil actor John
Vijay seems to
have an important
role as well, as he
is seen discussing
Anupama’s dangerous side.
Presented by
Dear Comrade
fame Bharat
Kamma, the next
web original film by
Aha, Bhama Kalapam
marks Priyamani's
Telugu OTT debut.
Named Anupama,

a

Priyamani’s
role in
Bhama
Kalapam
blends
thriller elements with
entertainment.
Helmed by
Abhimanyu
Tadimeti, the
series is billed to be
a comedy thriller
where a criminal
investigation is a key
track. With music by
Justin Prabhakaran, the
Aha original has cinematography by Deepak
Yeragera and editing by
Viplav Nyshadam.
Mark K Robin has
composed the BGM,
while the dialogues are
penned by Jay Krishna.
Bhama Kalapam will
premiere on Aha
on February 11.

outskirts of Hyderabad, where they
will film a few key scenes starring
Nani and other supporting actors.
The artwork is being overseen by
Shyam Singha Roy’s art director.
Sources say, the forthcoming film
is based on true events that
occurred in a hamlet near
Godavarikani. Srikanth Odela is
also from the same area. The
majority of the filming will take
place on the village set. Roshan
Mathew, a Malayalam actor, has
been brought on board to perform
the pivotal parts. Apart from the
principal performers, the film also
has Samuthirakhani, Sai Kumar,
and Zarina Wahab in key parts.

