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fter playing a crucial role in
A
the fall of the Uddhav
Thackeray-led
MVA
Government in Maharashtra,
in a astute political move, the
BJP on Thursday stunned its
political rivals by anointing
rebel Shiv Sena Minister and
Maratha leader Eknath Shinde
as the Chief Minister and its
own former Chief Minister
and senior party leader
Devendra Fadnavis, a Brahmin,
as the Deputy Chief Minister.
A day after late Sena chief
Bal Thackeray’s son Uddhav
resigned as the Chief Minister
after his once-trusted senior
party colleague rebelled against
him and reduced his
Government into a “minority”,
58-year-old Shinde staked a
formal claim for late
Balasaheb’s legacy — by invoking the blessings of the late
Sena chief during his swearingin ceremony as the CM and
posting his old photo along
with late Thackeray on his
twitter handle.
Apart from invoking the
blessings of late Thackeray,
Shinde also invoked the name
of late Thane district Shiv Sena
chief Anand Dighe who was
considered the Bal Thackeray
of Thane.
Shinde’s reverence to Dighe
should be seen in the light of
the fact that Shinde, who was
an autorickshaw driver in
Thane, has come up through
the Sena ranks from being a
Shakha pramukh to a senior
minister and now the CM.
The Central BJP leadership
— which right from the day
orchestrated the developments
within the ruling Shiv Sena
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fter the fall of the UddhavA
led alliance Government in
Maharashtra, the Congress

leadership now seems to be
concerned about its coalition
Government in Jharkhand.
The Jharkhand Mukti
=Tf[hT[TRcTS<PWPaPbWcaP2WXTU<X]XbcTa4Z]PcWBWX]STR[P_bPb3T_dch2WXTU<X]XbcTa3TeT]SaP5PS]PeXbXbQTX]V_aTbT]cTSPQ^d`dTcQh6^eTa]^a1WPVPcBX]VW
Morcha (JMM) seems to be
:^bWhPaXSdaX]VcWTXa^PcWcPZX]VRTaT\^]hPcAPY1WPeP]X]<d\QPX^]CWdabSPh
?C8 veering closer to the BJP with
Chief Minister Hemant Soren
calling on Home Minister Amit
Shah in Delhi a couple of days
ago and his party all set to suptrict reported the day’s highest
Active case number
port NDA nominee Droupadi
69 cases followed by Cuttack
Murmu in the Presidential
surges to 729
with 16, Sundargarh 12, Puri New Delhi: Prime Minister were sworn in, Modi said, “I
“Congratulations
to election. Soren is already facMask-wearing must
nine, Baleswar eight, Bhadrak Narendra Modi on Thursday would like to congratulate Shri Devendra Fadnavis on taking ing heat from Central probing
in Bhubaneswar
and Jagatsinghpur four each, congratulated Eknath Shinde Eknath Shinde on taking oath oath as Maharashtra Deputy agencies over allegations of
Uddhav
Thackeray
?8>=44A=4FBB4AE824Q
Bargarh and Sambalpur
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each,
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and taking as Maharashtra Chief roots level leader, he brings every BJP Karyakarta. His self and his family members.
tipped to get the CM post.
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While the senior party
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two
each
and Minister respectively and tive and administrative expe- be an asset for the Government. leaders of the JMM and the
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localarchitect
contacts.ofKhordha
ajid Majeed Mir, one of the
most wanted terrorists and
the main handler of the 2008
Mumbai attacks who was once
declared dead by Pakistan, will
be interrogated by authorities
here for his role in the deadly
sons have been arrested in carnage, an official said on
connection with the death of Thursday.
Mir, 43, a member of the
an elephant due to gunshot
banned Lashkar-e-Tayyeba
wounds in the Narasinghpur (LeT) terrorist group, was
forest under the Athagarh For- jailed for over 15 years in a
est Division in Cuttack dis- terror-financing case by an
Anti-Terrorism Court (ATC)
trict.
A special team of the Forest in Lahore earlier this month
as part of Pakistan’s bid to exit
Department nabbed the two from the grey list of the
Sources said the tusker aged accused on Wednesday. Last FATF.
“A Federal Investigation
about seven years was ailing week, three persons were arfor last few days and locals had rested in this connection. Now Agency (FIA) team will interspotted it roaming in the for- the total number of arrests in rogate Mir in Gujranwala jail
for his alleged role in the
est. It was alleged that the For- the case has reached five.
Mumbai Attack case,” a
Notably, the tusker was senior FIA officer associated
est Department did not take
any significant measures to found writhing in pain near a with the probe of the 26/11
ensure treatment of the calf, rivulet in the Narasinghpur case, told PTI.
He is imprisoned in the
East Range of the forest divifor which it died.
Central Jail Gujranwala, some
Earlier on June 28, a 5-year- sion on June 7. The jumbo was 80 km from here.
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Tikarpada Forest Range under body including its head, trunk a separate terror financing
asked
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for case that has nothing to do
and leg. After battling
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SatkosiatoWildlife
Division in management
and
not
let
children
go
near
search,
rescue
and
relief
operAngul district, allegedly due to for nearly three weeks, the with the Mumbai attack case.
the river. The district admin- ations. Manipur Chief Minister The FIA official said Mir was
tusker
theemerinju- earlier declared a proclaimed
delay in treatment.
istration
is in touch with N
Birensuccumbed
Singh heldtoan
ries during
treatment.
Meanwhile,
per- gency
national
and two
Statemore
disaster
meeting.
offender in this case.
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arising out of Shinde’s rebellion
that saw him move out of the
party with 30-odd rebel MLAs
to Surat in the BJP-ruled
Gujarat and later to Guwahati
and Goa pulled a rabbit out of
its hat as it prevailed upon a
reluctant Fadnavis to take oath
as the Deputy Chief Minister
under the rebel Sena leader.
Ironically enough, Shinde
had earlier worked as a
senior minister for five years
in the Fadnavis’ Cabinet till
September-October 2019.
Shinde and Fadnavis
were sworn into the office as
t he C hief Minister and
D e puty C hief Mi nister
respectively by Maharashtra
Governor Bhagat Singh
Koshyari at a hurriedly called
ceremony at Raj Bhavan in
south Mumbai.
By making Shinde the
CM instead of its own leader
Fadnavis, the BJP wants to
take away public sympathy
from Uddhav who is being perceived as the victim of machinations of the BJP.

S
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All
set for Rath Yatra in Puri today
SUHFLVHRUELWQGVXFFHVVLQZHHN

Chariots kept
ready near Lions
Gate
?C8Q BA870A8:>C0
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KUMAR MISHRA
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that after Maharashtra the
party will focus on Jharkhand.
“Last year in July-August we
tried to oust the alliance
Government in Jharkhand, but
could not succeed,” the BJP
functionary said.
The first sign of fissures in
the JMM-Congress alliance
began with the JMM rejecting
Congress’ demand for a Rajya
Sabha seat and instead fielding
its own candidate. This was followed by JMM’s reluctance to
back Opposition nominee
Yashwant Sinha in the
Presidential election.
Refusing that his party
was planning to topple the
Soren Government, Jharkhand
BJP chief Deepak Prakash told
The Pioneer, “We are not into
such tactics. We are playing the
role of a constructive
Opposition only and in the
interest of the people of the
State. This JMM-Congress
Government is full of corrupt
people and half way mark the
Government has shown no
sign of development. What
can you say when the CM himself is embroiled in corruption?”
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NITR breaks record Govt ITI B'pur turns placement hub
with 1,274 placements
260 students
recruited by
Delhi firm

KRUSHNA CHANDRA PANDA
 BRAHMAPUR

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
 ROURKELA

T

he National Institute of
Technology
Rourkela
(NITR) broke all its past
records of placements in 202122 with 325 companies
offering 1,274 opportunities
in the ongoing placement
drive. Of these, 20 students
were offered annual pay

packages of Rs 46.08 lakh, the
highest so far, while 138
received offers of more than
Rs 20 lakh.
Prof Umesh C Pati, Head of
Career Development Centre,
NITR, said, “We not only
retained almost all past
recruiters but had 100 new
recruiters, including Apple,
Google and Visa. A significant
number of major PSUs,

Dubai-BBSR direct flights soon: CM
PNS



BHUBANESWAR

D

irect flights from Dubai
to Bhubaneswar would be
operated very soon, said Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik
while addressing the Odia
diaspora in Dubai on
Wednesday.
The CM's Private Secretary
VK Pandian, present during
the programme, informed
that the Odisha Government
has already proceeded with a
viability gap funding plan for
the Dubai-Bhubaneswar flight
operations. Around 1 lakh
Odias live in the UAE. The
direct air connectivity
between Dubai and State
capital Bhubaneswar has been
a longstanding demand of
UAE Odia expatriates.
Chief Secretary Suresh

Mahapatra, who also attended
the programme, said the
Odisha Government gives
subsidies to airlines willing to
operate direct flights from
Dubai to Bhubaneswar under
the viability gap funding
scheme. Under the scheme, the
Government
provides
subsidies to flight operators for
a period of three to six months
for new destinations. The
flight operations are expected
to become financially viable
within that period of time.
Subsequently, the operators
won't need the Government's
subsidy anymore, Mahapatra
told media. The scheme was
introduced for international
flights from Bhubaneswar to
Malaysia and Thailand two
years ago and was later
extended to domestic flights.

including BPCL, GAIL, EIL
and BEL, visited this year.”
With an almost 20% rise in
the average CTC, the institute
witnessed the package increase
from Rs 9.36 lakh per annum
in 2021 to Rs 11.20 lakh in
2022. Prof K Umamaheshwar
Rao, Director, NITR, said the
institute looks forward to an
even
more
successful
placement season next year.”

T

he Government ITI
Brahmapur has again achieved
a milestone with 260 students
being recruited by Delhi-based
firm Lava Mobile. Over 350
students had participated in a
two-day recruitment drive held
in the campus on Wednesday.
A three-member team under
the leadership of Aswini Jaiswal,
HR Head of Lava company,

had conducted a written test
followed by an interview for
the aspirants. The selected
students will join from
September 1 soon after their
examination is over towards the
last week of August, said ITI
Principal Dr Rajat Kumar
Panigrahi.
The offer letters were
distributed to the successful
candidates in a special
function, which Khallikote
University Vice-Chancellor
Prof Prafulla Mohanty and
Dist Employment Officer
Nayak joined. Prof Mohanty
highly appreciated the skill

echo system which makes the
students placed for jobs at the
age of just 18.
Jaiswal said the technical
and innovative skills of
Brahmapur ITI students are
quite commendable. Their
talent and professionalism has
been attracting Lava to come
here for recruitment since
2016 and the company is
recruiting large numbers of
students from a single institute
at one go. Principal Dr
Panigrahi thanked the Lava
management for the trust they
have on this institute and its
products.

Rs 1-cr fraud

TV news channel editor arrested by EOW
PNS
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T

he Economic Offences
Wing (EOW) of the Crime
Branch on Thursday arrested
'Bada Khabar' TV channel
editor Ardhendu Das over his
alleged involvement in a fraud
case.
Das was apprehended from
Odagaon in Nayagarh district.
Later, he was taken to hospital
for a medical examination.
While being taken to
hospital, Das said to
mediapersons that he was being
targeted
due
to
'vindictiveness.' He said he was
being targeted for exposing
the loopholes in the Puri

Jindal Bhaktivedanta Library & Study Centre

Heritage Corridor project.
Notably, the EOW had on
June 28 raided the house of Das
in the Jagamara area in the city
for allegedly duping a Delhibased firm of Rs 92.47 lakh.
As per a complaint lodged
with the EOW by Gagandeep

Singh Chawla, proprietor of
Solution Broadcast company,
Das had contacted him in 2020
for buying equipment for the
establishment of the news
channel, following which a
deal of over Rs 1 crore was
finalised between the two.
Das had paid Chawla Rs 10
lakh in advance in this regard
while it was decided that the
remaining amount would be
paid within the next six
months.
However, Chawla has
alleged that Das didn't pay
him the amount. On the basis
of the complaint, the EOW on
June 23 registered a case and
started an investigation into

the incident.
On the other hand, Das
refuted the allegation, saying
that most of the equipments
were substandard and have
been returned.
Another complaint was filed
against Das at the Purighat
police station in Cuttack by a
businessman, Nisit Agrawal,
that Das purchased furniture
and other articles worth Rs 11
lakh from him but paid only
Rs 4.4 lakh while promising to
pay the rest later. However,
Das was yet to pay the dues.
Besides, another FIR has
been lodged against him at the
Badagada police Station in
Bhubaneswar.

T

BHUBANESWAR

o help Odisha students
from rural and semi-urban
background for their capacity
building for competing in
various
competitive
examinations, a Jindal
Bhaktivedanta Library and
Study Centre was inaugurated
at IRC Village here on
Thursday. Bhubaneswar
Mayor Sulochana Das
inaugurated the facility in the

presence of Bhakti Gaurav
Narayan Swami Maharaj,
zonal secretary, ISKCON
Bhubaneswar and Jindal Steel
& Power president & group
head (CSR) Prashant Hota.
The centre aims to help
needy students for preparing
for different competitive
examinations like UPSC,
State PSC and Banking. In a
message, JSP chairman
Naveen Jindal said, "Every
Student should make their

choice of career to contribute
to nation building." JSPL
Foundation chairperson Shallu
Jindal said, "The students can
take advantage of this facility
which is wholesome added with
yoga, meditation, career
counselling,
personality
development and value
education".The centre has been
established by the ISKCON
Youth Forum, Bhubaneswar
with financial support from the
JSPL Foundation.

 PURI

A

head of the Rath Yatra in
Puri commencing on Friday,
foreign devotees were found
sweeping the outside of the
Gundicha
Temple
on
Thursday. These devotees from
different countries were part
of a cleaning group outside the
Gundicha Temple, where Lord
Jagannath and His siblings will
stay during their nine-day
annual sojourn.
When asked about their

Cuttack AE
arrested in DA
case

 BHADRAK
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feeling about cleaning the
front of the shrine, one of
them said, "My Gurudev had
said in Hari Katha that when
we clean the temple, we are
cleaning our heart. But I never
could believe that I really came
to Jagannath Puri and cleaned
near Gundicha Temple!"
"We came here for some
Seva of Lord Jagannath. He
will come to Gundicha Mandir
tomorrow," another foreign
devotee said, chanting "Jai
Jagannath…Radhe Radhe…"

‘World Duty Day' celebrated in Bhadrak Ganjam PEO held taking bribe
PNS

PNS

Foreigners clean outside Gundicha Temple

uman society exists out
of
the
contributions,
dedications and sacrifices of
many people in different fields
at different periods of time.
Very few times, we recognise
other's contributions for our
life. Generally, people enjoy
their life with a claim that it is
their birthright and mostly
neglect their duties for the
society.
In this context, a 'World
Duty Day' was celebrated on
June 30 in different areas of
Bhadrak district to spread
awareness among people
about their duties for the
society not only as a citizen
from the Constitutional point
of view but also as a
responsible human being.

PNS

This day's founder Supreme
Court lawyer Radhakanta
Tripathy said, "As June 30
marks the completion of half
period of a calendar year, we
should introspect on our halfyearly contributions and duties
for the society and plan for
another half. The duties are not
only focused on human beings
but also animal world,
biosphere and environment at
large."
The day was celebrated
among the inhabitants of
Dagamunda Leprosy Colony

of Bhadrak with a group
discussion and awareness drive
on the relevance of duties.
Besides, there were plantation
and sanitation drives by
Tripathy along with the
volunteers in different areas of
the district and food was
distributed to strayed animals
and birds.
Social workers Jagannath
Kar and Debendra Sethy,
Headmaster Naba Kishore Das
and farmers' leader Bhagirathi
Behuria associated them in the
celebration.

 CUTTACK

The Vigilance police on
Thursday caught Rajendra
Behera, PEO, Turubudi GP
under Patrapur block in
Ganjam district, red-handed
while accepting a bribe of Rs
6,000 from a person.
Behera had demanded the
money from a Pradhan Mantri
Awaas Yojana Gramina
(PMAYG) beneficiary for
release of last installment of
Rs 30,000 in connection with
construction of his house
under the scheme.
Following the trap,
simultaneous searches were
carried out on the rented

residential house of Behera at
Laxmi Vihar in Brahmapur, his
house at native village
Banamali under the K
Nuagaon police station in
Ganjam district and office
room. Later, the PEO was
arrested and forwarded to
court.
Meanwhile, the anti-graft
agency arrested and forwarded
to court Pravat Rout, Assistant
Engineer, Dampada Panhayat
Samiti in Cuttack district, for
possession of disproportionate
assets to his known sources of
income.
The Vigilance had carried
out raids on the properties and
office of Rout on Wednesday.
He was found in possession of
disproportionate assets 263%
higher than his known sources
of income.

SOCIAL CANVAS

Fill up abandoned mines to create productive land
I

t is found that in Odisha,
hundreds of acres of land in
abandoned mines has been
laying waste. After extraction of
minerals,
mines
become
abandoned. Mining does not mean
unending loss of land. The existing
abandoned mines should be refilled
and developed for its productive
use. The regained land created out
of refiling must be allocated on
lease to prospective farmers
inclusive of small and marginal
farmers of different social groups
for agriculture and other ancillary
activities which will boost
production and self-employment in
mining affected areas.
Though there is provision under
Minerals Conservation and
Development Rules, 1988, to fillup the mined out areas and to
further make it productive but in
reality there has been no
monitoring of the provision. The
rules say about the removal and
utilisation of the top soil and
reclamation and restoration of land
before conclusion of operation. But

MANAS JENA
as observed the rules are being
violated. As a consequence of this
there has been an increase in waste
land.
Privately it is estimated that the
mining waste land reclamation
would have made available
thousands acres of land in mining
areas of the State especially in the
coal mining areas of Angul and
Jharasuguda districts. The
Mahanadi CoalFields Limited has
started a land reclamation
programme but it has not created
the desired impact. The Ministry
Coal and Mines has disclosed that
as of 2021 there are about 270

discontinued /closed /abandoned
coal mines in the country and the
MCL has two such mines. Odisha
has 25 per cent of the coal reserve
of the country as estimated by the
Geological Survey of India.
Currently, mining operation is
taking place in areas of Talcher,
Chhendipada and Kaniha blocks in
Angul,
Lakhanpur
and
Brajarajnagar in Jharasuguda,
Hemagiri block in Sundargarh and
Talalabira of Sambalpur owned by
Hindalco, Birla. MCL, a subsidiary
company of Coal India Limited
under the Union Ministry of Coal,
is the major lease holder of seven
underground and 16 open cast
mines in an area of about 20, 000
hectares. Besides, several mines
undergo operation through a
number of joint ventures. The
growing demand for thermal power
will have devastating consequences
in the coal bearing areas of the State
as open cast mining will have a huge
demand of land for mining
operation which includes not just
mining but for other related

purposes
like
dumping,
infrastructure, office, residence and
other commercial purposes.
The laws like Coal Bearing Areas
(Acquisition and Development)
Act 1957, SEZ Act 2005 and
MMDR Act 1957 make the State
almost powerless in dealing with
land issues. Though the land
situation in mining areas is getting
serious, the State Government has
not initiated any visible schemes
for creation of new land for
agriculture and forestry purposes by
reclamation of wasteland, specially
the mined-out land in the mining
areas of the State.
Added to the coal area there are
also thousands of acres of waste land
available without treatment in other
non-coal mining areas of the State
such as districts of Koraput,
Keonjhar ,Mayurbhanj and
Sundargarh.
The last hundred years of mining
has produced many small or big
sizes of abandoned mines in Odisha.
The coal mining areas are the oldest
one which started in 1875 at Gopal

Prasad of Talcher. By a conservative
estimate, if the waste land in coal
mining areas were developed then
hundreds acres of land would be
available for productive use by
locals. Especially farmers could go
for integrated farming, agriculture,
animal husbandry, fish farming,
herbal garden and agro forestry to
generate employment and boost
growth by using existing modern
agricultural technologies.
The production of milk, meat,
egg, fruits and vegetables and fish
in the State can be improved to
meet the growing demand of the
domestic market and for export.
This will bring food and nutritional
security to the poor households in
mining affected areas such as
Nagada or Sukinda where mostly
the poor people are being deprived
of quality food and children and
women have been suffering with
malnutrition.
The refilling of unused mines
will check water and soil pollution
and regenerate new forest in the
areas as well as restore the old eco-

system which will be helpful for the
local people affected by mining.
The filled up mines can also be used
as small lakes for tourism
development, boating with fishery
and duckery projects.
Already there are funds available
with a host of schemes such as
CAMPA, DMF and CSR which can
be creatively used for land
development. It is also suggested
that the fly ash and red mud and
other wastes generated from
thermal power plants and other
industries and mines can be used
for refilling.
The current scenario in coal areas
witnesses growing repeated
displacement impacting livelihood
of people in agriculture, animal
husbandry, fishing and forest
produce collection. It is a matter of
grave concern for farmers, fisher
folk, forest dwellers and rural
artisans who constitute a majority
of the displaced and affected
population. The water of river
Mahanadi, Brahmani, Ib and
Basundhara is being used to supply

water to the mines and many
perennial water sources including
rivers are also getting polluted with
waters of abandoned mines in the
periphery. Mineral rich liquid waste
known as acid mine drainage
contaminates water ways. The local
farmer organisations in these areas
have raised the issue a number of
times. The environmental problem
is an added burden to the people of
the locality with huge coal dust,
water and air pollution, water
scarcity, deforestation, high
temperature, increasing waste land
coverage and danger of abandoned
mines. Pollution has lots of long
term ramifications over livelihood,
health, social environment, flora
and fauna of the locality which
cannot be revived in a short span
without reclamation of waste land.
The recreation of land resources in
mining areas in a way would
compensate for the growing
environmental and livelihood issues
of the affected people.
(manasbbsr15@gmail.com)
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BU Prof attacked in campus
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Professor of the PG Department of Odia in the
Berhampur University (BU) was
brutally attacked by miscreants
in the campus on Wednesday.
While the reason for such attack on Prof Sadananda Nayak
was not known, two students
belonging to the Department
of Journalism and Mass Communication were questioned
and later detained in the
Gopalpur police station for
interrogation. When asked,
former BU Vice-Chancellor
Prof JK Mohapatra said that
during his long stint in the
university, he had come across
such a brutal attack during
1984-85 and the student concerned was rusticated. So, this
is the second such incident.
Police denied the identification of the student detained.

Rehab lapses in N'rangpur bridge collapse
CS put on notice
by NHRC
RAJESH BEHERA
 BHUBANESWAR

T

he National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) has issued a show-cause notice to the
Odisha Chief Secretary to submit a report within six weeks
on compensation to kin of a
deceased and 11 injured persons in a flyover collapse case
in Nabarangpur district.
An under construction
bridge built up under Biju Setu
Yojana had collapsed on January 10, 2021 in Nabarangpur
district in which one labourer
had died and 11 others sustained critical injuries.
Mahendra Mali succumbed to
injuries while undergoing
treatment at the hospital.

Complainant Akhand alleged
that due to sub standard work
and lack of safety measures,
such an unfortunate incident
had occurred.
Later, the commission called
for a report in the matter
within four weeks from the
district
Magistrate
,Nabarangpur .The District
Magistrate had submitted a
report before the commission
on 1.10.2021 where in it was
inter alia stated that consequent upon the collapse of the
bridge under construction, the
Assistant Engineer, the Assistant Executive Engineer and
the Executive Engineer of
Rural
Works
Division,Nabarangpur -II,
Umerkote, were suspended
and the contract for the work
had been rescinded by the Superintending Engineer, south-

ern circle , Rural Works,
Sunabeda vide letter dated
7.5.2021.
It had been also informed
to the commission that the
wife of the deceased had been
provided with Rs 1,36,034 and
steps for rehabilitation of the
family.
However, the commission
revealed that the compensation provided to the wife of
the deceased was meagre and
no compensation had been
paid to the injured. As a result,
the NHRC issued notice to
show cause within six weeks
to the Chief Secretary as to
why the commission should
not recommend compensation for an amount of Rs 5
lakh to be paid to the next of
kin of the deceased and Rs 1
lakh to be paid to the injured
persons.

1 dies, 1 hurt in JSpur
road mishap
PNS



Chhatrapur locals mull stir against Grasim
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person died and another
was injured in a road mishap
that occurred at Sarala road on
Cuttack- Paradip State highway on Wednesday.
The deceased was identified
as Rajkishor Biswal [46], a driver
of an ill fated truck that hit a
heavy vehicle. He hailed from
Telikuda village under Konark
police limits under Puri district.
The injured was identified as
Raghunath Behera, a resident
of Ganjam district. He was
undergoing treatment at the
SCB Medical College and Hospital in Cuttack. The deceased
truck driver’s wife Saraswati
Biswal lodged an FIR in the
Tirtol police station. The police after registering an accident
case sent the body for autopsy.

Discuss various
problems
PNS
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eople of Kainchapur
panchayat of Ganjam block
have expressed their strong
resentment against Grasim
Industries. A meeting under
the presidentship of former
Block Chairman Bhagya
Reddy was organised to discuss

various developmental works
of the panchayat and mainly
grivances of people against the
Grasim Industries.
It was alleged that the
Grasim Industries was taking
excess
water from
Kainchapur area for which
the water level was going
down every year. Local representatives alleged that the
company was making bore
wells without taking any per-

mission from the panchayat.
People also expressed serious
concern as the educated
youth of the area are not getting any employment in the
plant. Due to this, many educated youth are going to Surat
and other States for job, they
told.
Sources said that the locals
are preparing for a mass strike
against Grasim Industries in
the coming days. They have
also written this to the District
Collector, Superintendent of
Police and other concerned
departments about their problems.
Among others, Samiti
Member Jayakrushna Reddy,
president of Samabaya Samiti
Abhiram Reddy, Padma
Pradhan, B Banamali and
Biswanath Behera attended.

Rayagada Sarvodaya Mandal meet held
Office bearers
nominated
BADAL TAH

 RAYAGADA

T

The Keonjhar Jagannath temple chariot with a height of 72 feet, claimed to be the world's highest,
is ready on Thursday to roll during the Rath Yatra in the town on Friday. Photo: Sandeep Pattnaik

he members, Rayagada
Sarvodaya Mandal, under the
aegis of Sarva Seva Sangha had
a detailed discussion on vital
issues of the nation and how
the dispossessed are increasingly getting affected.
The meeting was held at
Seva Samaj, Rayagada and presided over by octogenarian
Gandhian Jayaram Jena. Dr
Gouranga Charan Raut welcomed the august gathering.
A brief report was shared by
Sarvodaya Mandal's secretary
Dr Badal Kumar Tah. He
emphasised on dilemmas, differences and concerns of
Sarvodayess in the present
context.
Odisha State Prabhari of
Sarva Seva Sangha Dr Biswajit

U Sammilani remembers InManBaleswar
hacks wife to death, gulps poison
Utkalmani on death anniv
PNS
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he Utkal Sammilani Central Committee on Wednesday paid rich tribute to
Utkalmani Gopabandhu Das
on his 94th death anniversary.
Members garlanded the
Utkalmani's statue at
Gopabandhu Square and recalled the great contributions
made by him for development
of the State. A meeting was
held under the chairmanship
of committee president
Basanta Kumar Tripathy and
moderated by Dr Radhanath
Praharaj.
Tripathy said Gopabandhu
had rich understanding on
Odia language, culture and
history and always stressed on

teaching in mother tongue.
Dr Kashinath Rath, Dr
Banambar Parida, Laxmidhar
Behera and Surendra Kumar
Chhotray also spoke.
The Utkal Sammilani
Mancheswar Industrial Estate
branch also paid tribute to the
Utkalmani on the occasion.
Led by branch president Dillip
Dashsharma, members garlanded Gopabandhu's statue.
The programme was joined by
former Dhenkanal MP
Tathagata Satpathy and
Bhubaneswar Central MLA
Ananta Narayan Jena. The
meeting was also attended by
Dr Surendra Mohan Mishra,
Bichitrananda Sahu, Sheetal
Chandra Mohanty and
Subrata Mohapatra.

man hacked his wife to
death and later consumed poison over a family dispute at
Antara village under the
Simulia police station in
Baleswar district on Thursday.
Later, he was rushed to a hospital in critical condition.
The accused identified as
Manoranjan Das (40) had a
heated argument with his wife
Jasoda over some matter. But
when his wife left home for
her parents' house in Bhadak
along with their 14-year- old
daughter, Manoranjan lost his
cool.
He chased and intercepted
the duo while they were walk-

ing through a paddy field and
asked his wife to leave the
daughter with him. When she
refused, he attacked her with a
chopper, killing her on the
spot.
However, the daughter fled
from the spot and informed
some villagers about the incident. But when they searched
for Manoranjan he was found
lying in a drain.
After ascertaining that he
had consumed poison they
rushed him to the Bhadrak
District Headquarters Hospital. The police after sending
the body for postmortem have
begun an investigation with
the help of a forensic team,
reports said.

In Ganjam

Youth found dead; murder suspected
PNS
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dead body of a youth was
found under mysterious circumstances near Shergarh village in Ganjam district on
Thursday morning.
The deceased was identified as Simanta Sahu (25), a
resident of nearby Ramagiri
village. He was working in a
hotel in Bhubaneswar and
had come to his village two
days ago.

According to reports, the
matter came to the fore after
some locals spotted the body
and immediately informed the
police about it. Later, police
reached the spot and sent the
body for postmortem. The
cops also found some injuries
on the body of the victim.They
also recovered a mobile phone
and a pair of shoes from the
spot. It was suspected that he
was murdered. Further investigation was underway.

Roads in tatters in S'pur MP Adarsha Gram
Mobile network
too poor
NIMAI CHARAN SAHU
 SAMBALPUR

K

udgunderpur
gram
panchayat, an island in the
Mahanadi down Sambalpur,
was treated as a cutoff zone
earlier as it was surrounded by
the river from all sides. But the
present
Government
honouring the long demand
of the people, constructed a
bridge to the island that has
been completed recently and

people have started using it.
Kudgunderpur has also
been taken up as the MP
Adarsha Gram where lot of developmental works are to be
undertaken. But the roads inside the GP comprising six big
villages are in dilapidated condition for which the villagers
are yet to get the real benefit
of the new bridge. However,
the Works Department has
started improving the connecting roads to the bridge
and Dhankauda block authorities are also reshaping
some roads to make it usable.

But the other important
problem is poor mobile connectivity whose necessity is
felt more now for all purposes.
"Since the village is declared
as an Adarsha Grama, lots of
things are to be done in digital process, but poor network
comes in its way," alleged the
villagers.
The MP has also sanctioned
Rs 20 lakh for different developmental works in the villages. But this is quite insufficient to its requirements and
he should allot more funds as
it comes under MP Adarsha

Grama, they demanded.
However, it is learnt that a
few public toilets, a Kalyan
Mandap, and renovation of
old roads have been undertaken by the block recently
for the convenience of the
people. "But the main demand of the people for a
bridge has been completed
and that is a great work for
the people of the six villages,"
informed BDO of Dhankauda
BK Hati. "We are aware of the
mobile network problem and
this will also be solved soon,"
he added.

elaborated in details the situation in Utkal Sarvodaya
Mandal, the differences
within, alliance among
Sarvodaya Mandal, Sarvodaya
Samaj, Sarvodaya Sammilani
and Sarva Seva Sangha. A telephonic discussion was also held
with State secretary of Utkal

Sarvodaya
Mandal
Ramakanta Mandal.
The members present felt
that the association has to revisit and document the principles and policies it had on
farmers, women, economy
and other social sectors in the
present context.

Dr Biswajit opined that all
the Sarvodayees of the district
needed to be mapped at the
earliest and brought to the platform for a common minimum
programme on Gandhian
principles. It was resolved to
mobilise more and more Lok
Sevaks and Sarvodaya Mitras

as prescribed by Sarva Seva
Sangha.
The members welcomed the
participation of Dr Gouranga
Raut, Bijaya Kumar Baboo and
Jagannath Nundruka in a
Sarvodayee Convention to be
held at Surat. It was decided to
activate the social media like
WhatsApp, Facebook and
Twitter of the association in a
phased manner.
The members then approved the office bearers of the
association where Jayaram
Jena, Bidulata Huika, Pramila
Swain were nominated as advisors, Bijaya Kumar Baboo as
president,
Jagannath
Nundruka as vice-president,
Dr Badal Kumar Tah as secretary and Sushree Rajeswari
Dalai nominated as joint secretary.
Duhkhini Nundruka and
Rajakishore Panda proposed
vote of thanks.
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EC BEGINS REVISION OF ELECTORAL ROLLS IN J&K
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he Election Commission
(EC) has begun the
process of electoral rolls’
revision in Jammu and Kashmir
(J&K) after a gap of three years,
in an indication that polls could
be held in the Valley post its
delimitation exercise. In a letter
to the Chief Electoral Officer
(CEO) of J&K, the EC has
given a timeline to complete
various activities before the
final publication of the electoral
rolls on October 31.
“ ... In order to update the
electoral rolls on the basis of the
newly-delimited constituencies,
so that all newly-eligible young
electors can have the opportunity to get themselves enrolled,
the exercise of Special Summary
Revision with reference to the
next qualifying date is required
to be undertaken without further delay,” the letter said.
“Consequent upon amendment in Section 14 of the
Representation of the People Act
by Election Laws (Amendment)
Act, 2021, as notified vide the
Gazette of India notification
No. 67, dated 30 December
2021 and corresponding

T

changes in the Registration of
Electors Rule, 1960 notified on
17th June, 2022, four qualifying dates, namely, 1 January, 1
April, 1 July, and 1 October are
available in the law. In view of
the reason explained in the
preceding paragraph, the
Commission has decided to
order SSR, 2022 with respect
to October 1, 2022 which is
the next qualifying date for
preparation of electoral roll,
after conclusion of the ongoing pre-revision activities,”
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he United Nations (UN)
has condemned the killing of
Kanhaiya Lal in Udaipur and
called for respect of all religions
to ensure different communities
live in peace and harmony.
This reaction came from
UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres who urged full respect
of all religions, his spokesperson
Stephane Dujarric said late on
Wednesday.
Dujarric said this in
response to a question on
whether the UN chief has a comment on the resurgence of religious tensions in India following
the killing of Kanhaiya Lal.

T

“We very much hope... we
call for the full respect of all religions and for ensuring, throughout the world, that different
communities can live in harmony and in peace,” Dujarric
said at the daily press briefing.
In response to another question on the arrest of Alt News
co-founder Mohammad Zubair,
he said, “We believe in a fundamental right of expression. We
believe in the fundamental right
of journalists to express, themselves and we also believe in the
fundamental need for people to
respect other communities and
other religions. We believe those
two sentiments are very much
compatible.”

reads the letter.
“Accordingly,
the
Commission has directed to
carry out the revision activity for
Special Summary Revision of
Photo Electoral Rolls w.r.t
01.10.2022 as the qualifying
date in UT of J&K,” it further
states. The revision of electoral
rolls couldn’t be undertaken in
J&K due to August 5, 2019 constitutional changes and delimitation exercise.
“I am directed to state that
as per existing policy, revision of

?=BQ =4F34;78

ree train travels of sitting and former Lok Sabha members over the
F
last five years have cost the Indian
Railways exchequer C62 crore, which
included nearly C2.5 crore in the pandemic-hit 2020-21. While sitting MPs
are entitled to use the railways’ first
class air-conditioned or executive
class for free, their spouses, too, can
avail free travel under certain conditions. Former MPs are also entitled to
travel in any train in AC-2 tier along
with a companion or in AC-1 if
alone.
In the response to a Right to
Information (RTI) application, the Lok

asserts itself in
%-3H[HFFRPPLWWHHWRKROG AstheChinaIndian
Ocean,
National Security Advisor
FRQWDFWSURJUDPPHLQ7 (NSA) Ajit Doval on
Thursday cautioned that the
region is becoming “com$VVHPEO\FRQVWLWXHQFLHV
petitive” and the country has

cies of Telangana, which is to elect a new Assembly next year.
BJP leaders will spend two days in these Assembly constituencies and interact with local party leaders and people there,
and give their feedback to the leadership, sources said.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi along with BJP president JP
Nadda and other senior central and State party leaders will attend
the executive committee meeting.
Besides several national issues, Assembly polls in Himachal
Pradesh and Gujarat by the year-end as well as next year’s poll
in Telangana, Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka and Tripura would
also come up for discussion.
Preparations for the 2024 Lok Sabha elections would also be
discussed, sources said.
A huge roadshow is being planned to welcome the Prime
Minister from the airport to the national executive venue. Modi
will also address a public rally on July 3 after the conclusion of
the meet.
An exclusive vegetarian fare is being made ready for the delegates. Around 10,000 banners, 200 hoardings and flexis will be
put up on 10,000 poles in the city to welcome top party leaders.
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and Japan on Thursday
reviewed the entire spectrum
Iofndia
cyber security and bilateral cooperation in this field during the
fourth cyber dialogue between
the two nations. Giving details of
the virtual mode talks hosted by
India, the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) said that both
sides discussed important areas
of bilateral cyber cooperation
and reviewed the progress
achieved in the areas of cyber
security and Information and
Communication Technologies
(ICTs) including 5G Technology.
The two delegations exchanged
views on latest developments in
cyber domain and mutual cooperation during cyber consultations at the United Nations and

other multilateral and regional
fora. Both sides agreed to hold
the next India-Japan Cyber
Dialogue in 2023 as per mutual
convenience.
The Indian delegation was
led by Muanpuii Saiawi, Joint
Secretary, Cyber Diplomacy
Division (MEA) while the
Japanese delegation was led by
Yutaka Arima, Ambassador incharge of Cyber Policy, Ministry
of Foreign Affairs.
The Indian team consisted of
officials from the MEA, Ministry
of Home Affairs, Ministry of
Defence, National Security
Council Secretariat, Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology, Department of
Telecommunications and Indian
Computer Emergency Response
Team among others.

lakh mark for the first time in the last four
months. The country has witnessed a jump of
more than 4,000 cases in just 24 hours while
death, too, is inching up gradually to touch 39.
As many as 13,827 patients recovered from
the infection. The total active Covid cases
crossed the one-lakh mark at 1,04,555. The total
number of deaths in the country is now at
5,25,116. The country has witnessed a jump of
more than 4,000 cases in just 24 hours. On
Wednesday, India had logged 14,506 new
Covid cases and 30 deaths. Active cases on
Wednesday comprised 0.23 per cent of the total
infections, while the national Covid-19 recovery rate was recorded at 98.56 per cent, the
Health Ministry said on Wednesday.
There are 43 districts that are recording a
weekly positivity rate of 10 per cent or more.
Kerala tops the list with 11 districts, followed
by Mizoram (6) and Maharashtra (5).
The other states that have been witnessing
a noticeable rise include Jammu and Kashmir,
Punjab, Himachal Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal,
Gujarat, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Manipur, Mizoram, Goa,
Karnataka and Puducherry. While there are 42
districts in India that are recording a positivity rate between 5 and 10 per cent, the 627 others are still below the 5 per cent-mark.
Fresh Covid-19 cases in India in the week
ending Sunday surged to the highest in nearly
four months with close to 80,000 new infections,
up 62% from the previous week’s tally. Although
deaths from the virus remained very low compared to previous outbreaks, at least 93 fatali-

Sabha Secretariat said it has received
a bill of C35.21 crore from the Indian
Railways for the travel of sitting MPs
and C26.82 crore for former MPs during 2017-2018 to 2021-22.
According to the response, the
MPs and ex-MPs used the Railway
passes even during the pandemic-hit
year of 2020-21 when their bill was
C1.29 crore and C1.18 crore, respectively. The Railways’ pay and accounts
department forwards the bills to the
LS Secretariat for processing. The
Railways has recently put on hold an
array of concessions it offered to certain categories of passengers, including senior citizens. While there was
subdued anger among certain sections

over the move, the discontinuation of
the subsidy given to senior citizens has
drawn a lot of ire. According to official data, between March 20, 2020 and
March 31, 2022, the Railways did not
offer concessions to 7.31 crore senior
citizen travellers. These included 4.46
crore males over the age of 60, and 2.84
crore females over 58 and 8,310 transgender people.
Last year the Rajya Sabha
Secretariat also found randomly that
87 per cent of the total cost of journeys have not been undertaken and
neither were cancelled but the
Secretariat had to reimburse to the
Railways. In an advisory the Rajya
Sabha noted that from the details of

debit claims raised by the Ministry of
Railways, multiple bookings were
being made by some members in various trains departing from the
same/different stations to different
destinations for the same day.
The Rajya Sabha Secretariat has to
make payments to the Ministry of
Railways even for those bookings
which are actually not utilised by the
members. In respect of a sitting member too, the analysis done by the RS
Secretariat revealed the actual journeys
during January 2019 amounted to only
15 per cent of the total claim of
Railways, forcing the Secretariat to pay
85 per cent extra for journeys not
undertaken.
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head of the July 2-3 BJP national executive meeting at
Hyderabad, the party’s executive committee members will
A
undertake a ‘contact programme’ in 119 Assembly constituen-

Officials said the voters’ list
will keep getting updated as
there are four cut-off dates in a
year now when those turning 18
can enrol themselves as voters.
Earlier, those turning 18 on
or before the first day of the year,
could apply to become voters on
January 1. Now, those turning 18
on or before January 1, April 1,
July 1 and October 1 can apply
to become voters.
As per existing policy, the
revision of electoral rolls with reference to January 1 of the coming year as the qualifying date is
carried out in later part of each
year in all states and union territories so that the final publication of the electoral rolls could be
made in the first week of January
of the succeeding year.
However, due to various
reasons, the annual revision of
electoral rolls could not be
undertaken in Jammu and
Kashmir after special summary
revision, 2019.
In the meantime, an exercise
to redraw the boundaries of
constituencies in the UT was in
progress and the finally delimitated segments were notified by
the Delimitation Commission on
May 5 this year.
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electoral rolls with reference to
1 January of the coming year as
the qualifying date is done in
later part of each year in all
States/UTs (normally in the last
quarter of a year) so that final
publication of the electoral rolls
could be made in the first week
of January of the succeeding
year.
“However, due to various
administrative reasons, this
annual revision of electoral roll
could not be undertaken in
Jammu and Kashmir after SSR,
2019. In the meantime, delimitation exercise of constituencies
in the Union. Territory was
also in progress and the finally
delimited constituencies were
notified by the Delimitation
Commission on 05th May,
2022,” the letter states. As per
schedule announced by the ECI,
the integrated draft electoral roll
shall be published on September
01, 2019.
According to the poll-body,
the claims and objections can be
filed between September 01 to
September 30 and they shall be
disposed of by October 15. The
final publication of electoral
rolls shall be done on October
31, the schedule states.

ndia saw a massive jump in Covid cases on
Thursday as it recorded 18,000 new infections,
Ipushing
the active caseload to breach the one

to protect its interests. He
also called for synergy
among all the stakeholders
responsible for maritime
security.
Making these observa-

tions at the first meeting of
the Multi Agency Maritime
Security Group (MAMSG)
here, Doval said, “In the
changing geopolitical scenario, the Indian Ocean,
which has been an ocean of
peace, is gradually becoming
competitive. We see a potential of having a clash of
interest, we need to protect
it and be vigilant,” he said.
The NSA refrained from
naming China
Describing the Indian
Ocean as a “great asset” for
the country, Doval said the
country’s vulnerabilities are
directly proportional to its
assets and that India’s
responsibility as a premier
maritime power is extreme-

ly important.
“The more we develop,
the more assets we create,
the more prosperous we get,
greater would be the vulnerability and the need for
security in the maritime
domain,”
he
said.
Underlining these key fac-

tors, Doval called for seamless coordination among
various agencies involved
in protecting India’s maritime interests, saying it will
not be able to become the
power it deserves to be in
absence of a very strong
maritime security apparatus.
Addressing the top maritime and coastal security
brass from all 13 coastal
states and Union Territories
as well Indian Navy and
other central agencies, Doval
said security at the high
seas and economic wellbeing is inextricably linked
and all stakeholders must
work unitedly.
“The trajectory of this
nation is well defined. We
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know where we are going.
And when our time
comes...We as a nation have
to be strong. India will not
be able to become the power
it deserves to be unless it has
a very strong maritime system,” Doval said.
The meeting was
chaired by Vice-Admiral
(Retired) G Ashok Kumar,
the country’s first National
Maritime
Security
Coordinator (NMSC), a
post created to ensure coordination among various
agencies responsible for
overall maritime security
matrix. Navy chief Admiral
R Hari Kumar was among
the top officials who attended the deliberations.
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he Union Home Ministry has
asked all States to ensure that
T
there was no delay in registration of
FIRs in cases of crimes against
Scheduled Castes (SCs) and
Scheduled Tribes (STs) and closely
monitor such cases where investigation goes beyond two months.
In a communication to all States
and Union Territories, the Home
Ministry also said that the district

Superintendent of Police (SP) must
ensure timely attendance and protection of all prosecution witnesses including police officers and
official witnesses for speedy trial of
cases related to crimes against SCs
and STs. “There should be no delay
in the registration of FIRs in cases
of crimes against SCs and STs.
Ensure proper supervision at an
appropriate level of cases of crimes
against SCs and STs, from the
recording of FIR to the disposal of

the case by the competent court,”
said the MHA. The Home Ministry
said the delays in investigation
(beyond 60 days from the date of filing of the FIR) shall be monitored
at the district and State level in every
three months, and wherever
required, special DSPs shall be
appointed to expedite the process of
investigation. “The authorities concerned in the State Governments
must ensure proper follow up of
reports of cases of atrocities against

SCs and STs received from various
sources, including the National
Commission for SCs and STs,” the
communication said.
“Delay in trial of cases of
crimes against SCs and STs may be
reviewed on a regular basis in the
monitoring committee or monthly
meetings chaired by district and sessions judge attended by District
Magistrate, Superintendent of Police
and Public Prosecutor of the district,” it said.

ties were reported in the country during the
week, more than the combined toll in the previous two weeks (45 and 41).
INSACOG (Indian SARS-CoV-2 Genomics
Consortium) officials said, “Omicron sub-lineages, mainly BA.2 and BA.2.38, and BA.4 and
BA.5 in some parts of the country, were behind
the current spike”. During this week, fresh cases
rose in nearly all states and UTs. The highest
numbers were reported from Maharashtra,
where the weekly tally crossed the 25,000 mark
(25,172), up 45 per cent from 17,380 in the preceding week. Kerala reported a similar spike of
42 per cent, with over 20,500 new cases.
The surge intensified in NCR cities, with
weekly numbers more than doubling. Delhi
reported 9,291 cases, a rise of 128 per cent from
last week’s tally of 4,068 while Uttar Pradesh witnessed a 109 per cent surge, reporting 2,711
infections. Haryana’s tally rose 94 per cent, from
India’s weekly Covid cases up 60 per cent to 80k,
deaths low but rising.
Among States that reported more than 1,000
new infections during the week, the highest percentage rise was seen in Tamil Nadu — up 169
per cent, from 1,299 last week to 3,492 — and
Bengal, where cases rose by 145 per cent from
663 to 1,621. In States where numbers were still
relatively low, Assam saw a 4.8-fold increase in
cases, Jharkhand 2.5-fold and Chhattisgarh 2.2fold.
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that may come as a boon for
patients of pancreatic cancer, scientists
Ihaventhea discovery
shown it is possible to reverse a key
process that allows pancreatic cancer cells to
grow and spread around the body. These findings, published in Nature, show that a protein
called GREM1 is key to regulating the type
of cells found in pancreatic cancer – and manipulating its levels can both
fuel and reverse the ability of these cells to
change into a more
aggressive subtype.
Pancreatic cancer
has a notoriously high
mortality rate, with just
seven per cent of patients
surviving for five years or
more. Every year, more than 10,000 people in
the UK are diagnosed with the disease, with
around 9,000 deaths.
Scientists from the Institute of Cancer
Research conducted studies in mice and on
mini pancreases made in a laboratory, where
they manipulated the level of the gremlin protein in the system.
When the gene, and therefore the protein,
was eliminated, tumours were rapidly converted into a more dangerous and invasive
form.
In a matter of days, every tumour cell had
been converted from the more harmless form
into the more dangerous mesenchymal cancer cells.
The absence of “gremlin” also meant the
cancer was more likely to spread to other
organs. In nine out of 10 gremlin-less mice,
for example, cancer spread from the pancreas
into the liver.
In contrast, when the gremlin protein was
working normally, the cancer spread in just
15 per cent of the laboratory animals.
As well as curtailing Grem1 production,
the scientists also boosted the concentration
of the protein to far beyond the normal level
and found this had a beneficial effect.
Gremlin therapy can ‘reverse the fate’ of
dangerous cells
Writing in their study, published in
Nature, the scientists said that in high quantities, the gremlin protein “caused almost complete” reversal of cells that had already morphed into the more dangerous guise.
This, they said, indicated that high
Grem1 activity was able to “reverse the fate”
of the dangerous cells.

Maha events shameful for Indian democracy: Cong
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he Congress on Thursday accused the
BJP Government of capturing power
T
“unethically” by the use of money and muscle power, and condemned it for destablising democratically-elected Governments.
In a statement, Congress general secretary
Jairam Ramesh said after coming to power
at the Centre in 2014, the focus of the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has been to capture power in the States and bring down the
elected Governments rather than serve the
people. “We strongly condemn the way BJP
is destabilising both democratically-elected
governments and democratically-installed
Governments. This is not only an insult to
democracy, but also an insult to the people
who voted against the ideology of the BJP,”
he said in a statement.
“Through the naked display of money
and muscle power, the BJP has undemocratically and unethically captured yet another

State Government. Under the Modi-Shah
duo, the BJP wants to capture power at any
cost, either directly or through remote control. What happened in Maharashtra is
shameful for Indian democracy,” he said.
The party’s statement comes on a day
rebel Shiv Sena leader Eknath Shinde was
sworn in as the chief minister of Maharashtra.
In a move that stunned political pundits and
potentially checkmated the Shiv Sena, BJP
leader Devendra Fadnavis on Thursday
announced that Shinde will be the next chief
minister of Maharashtra.
Ramesh further alleged that offices of the
Governors and Speakers, and agencies like
the Enforcement Directorate (ED) and the
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) are
openly misused, adding that buying MLAs
has become so commonplace that the
Finance Minister blurted out the truth
today, when she suggested imposition of GST
on horse-trading. “The BJP can go to any
extent to win elections - From misuse of

money power to polarisation and violence.
Despite using all these tactics, if the voters
reject them, then they start hatching conspiracies to topple elected governments,” he
said. The Congress leader said in 2016, the
BJP brought down the Congress Government
in Uttarakhand in a similar way, where due
to Congress MLAs leaving the party, the
Government elected for five years was
reduced to a minority in four years.
In Arunachal the same year, 43 out of 44
Congress MLAs defected to the BJP-backed
People’s Party of Arunachal Pradesh under
the leadership of Chief Minister Pema
Khandu. In the 2017 Assembly elections in
Manipur, the Congress party emerged as the
single largest party by winning 28 out of 60
seats, he said, adding that the BJP had only
21 seats, but the Congress was not given a
chance to prove its majority. A similar game
happened in Bihar in 2017 when the BJP toppled the Grand Alliance Government that
lasted 20 months.

he CBI has registered three
separate cases of impersonT
ation and cheating by some persons who posed as staffers of the
Prime Minister’s Office (PMO).
In the first complaint, a
public grievance dated April
29, 2021 forwarded by the PMO
to the CBI, was received from
the victim Ravikant Kharb of
Faridabad regarding cheating by
one Prince (real name not
known) posing himself to be a
PMO official.
Prince, who claimed to be a
Personal Assistant in the PMO,
misrepresented to Kharb that he
can manage a Government job
in the RBI in lieu of a consideration amount of Rs 3 lakh out of
which Rs 25,000 was paid in

advance to Prince by him.
In the second case, one Dr
Shiva Kumar of Kerala, impersonating as an PMO official was
making calls to people from his
mobile number 08075994461
claiming to be a Personal
Advisor to the Prime Minister.
The third case has been registered against an unknown
accused following a complaint
from Anil Kumar Sharma,
Assistant Director, PMO.
It said that one person
claiming to be Rohit Yadav, Joint
Secretary, PMO called Manoj
Kumar Meena, IPS (2012-batch,
AGMUT cadre) posted in
Chandigarh and sought transfer of a police Constable. A
probe shows that no such call was
made by the official and the
mobile number was also fake.
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riggering a big political
controversy, main Sharada
chit fund accused Sudipto Sen
on Thursday named Bengal
Opposition Leader Suvendu
Adhikari, TMC vice president
Mukul Roy and Congress Lok
Sabha
leader
Adhir
Chowdhury for deriving illegal
benefits from him.
Moments before being produced before a designated
court, Sen mentioned about his
letters written to the appropriate authorities in which he
had claimed that Adhikari,
Roy and Chowdhury had taken
money from him.
“I wrote the names of
Mukul Roy, Adhir Chowdhury
who took money from me …
In the second letter I wrote the
name of Suvendu Adhikari
who extorted money from me
in several tranches … once he
took Rs 90 lakh for the construction of a building at
Contai,” Sen said.
The TMC has recently
upped the ante against the BJP
leadership following ED and
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he Ramakrishna Mission
T
has expressed strong
objection to seniorTrinamool
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CBI interrogation of Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee’s
nephew Abhishek Banerjee
and his wife Rujira Banerjee.
The ED has reportedly asked
Rujira Banerjee to explain her
links to several crores of rupees
parked in a Thailand bank.
Both Abhishek and his
better half have been under
scanner in cases of money
laundering. Junior Banerjee is
also being questioned about
whether he had a role in the
multi-crore coal and cattle
smuggling.

Reacting to Sen’s statement
Adhikari said he would not
comment about “rubbish
remarks” while Roy said he had
no information about regarding whatever had been said.
Chowdhury was more
vociferous in his reaction
charging the Chief Minister for
trying to frame him.
“Didi has been trying to
find out allegations to blemish
my name … she failed to do so
… now she is using Sharada
scamsters to make these comments ... I have already filed a

defamation against Sudipto
Sen,” the Congress leader who
is also the PCC president said
wondering why there was no
word about what had transpired between the Chief
Minister and the Sen at Dello
Bungalow in Kalimpong. “We
are eager to know from CBI
and ED as to what had transpired between Mamata
Banerjee and Sudipto Sen in
the Dello Bungalow at
Kalimpong … why is there no
word about that,” Chowdhury
said.

Congress MLA Dr Nirmal
Maji’s comparison of Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee to
Sharada Devi the Holy Mother
of the Order.
“Ramakrishna Mission
strongly objects to the remarks
made by a politician about our
Holy Mother Sharada who is
the driving force of the Order
… we have been receiving
numerous mails, messages and
telephone calls from the devotees of the Ramakrishna
Mission who have strong faith
and reverence for Sharada
Devi our Divine Mother … we
have no word to express our
disapproval for the needless
remark about Ma Sharada,”
said Swami Subirananda
Maharaj the Secretary of the
Math and Mission in a video
message, adding the Order
hoped “no such remarks will
be made in future.”

Dr Maji a senior TMC
politician had earlier claimed
that Chief Minister was the
reincarnation of Mother
Sharada.
“I have been told by the
monks of Ramakrishna
Mission who quoted some
companions of Swami
Vivekananda saying Mother
Sharada had once told them
before her demise that in her
next life she would reincarnate
in South Kolkata around
today’s Kalighat and Harish
Chatterjee Street area (the
official residence of Banerjee)
and get involved in political
and social activities,” Dr Maji
said adding he had “no doubts
that Mamata Banerjee is the
Holy Mother Sharada …”
Ramakrishna Mission’s
official rebuttal of Dr Maji’s
remarks came after about two
days during which the
Trinamool Congress leadership maintained conspicuous
silence.
Mother Sharada was the
wife and Sri Ramakrishna
Paramahansa the Master and

Guru of Swami Vivekananda
who
founded
the
Ramakrishna Mission in order
to spread his ideas of unity of
religion and ser vice to
mankind. While Maji would
not
comment
TMC
spokesperson Kunal Ghosh
said that his statement was
uncalled for as “Mamata
Banerjee is a name to reckon
with while Mother Sharada
needs no introduction … the
two cannot be and should not
be compared because they

belong to different fields.”
BJP
leader
Samik
Bhattacharya too scoffed at the
TMC leadership saying “sycophancy has reached such levels in the Trinamool Congress
that tomorrow no one will be
surprised if someone claims
that Swami Vivekananda has
reborn in the same Banerjee
family.” Bhattacharya would
not however name TMC general secretary and the Chief
Minister’s nephew Abhishek
Banerjee.
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atience of Kashmiri migrant
P
employees, sitting on a
dharna for the last 50 days in
support of their one point
demand of relocation to the
safer areas outside the Kashmir
valley, is fast running thin.
Coupled with this the
Union Territory administration
is not leaving any stone
unturned to pressurise these
employees to resume their
duties in the safer zones.
On June 29, the office of
the Deputy Commissioner
Srinagar directed one dozen
Kashmiri employees to report
to the office of the Camp
Director, Panthachowk to
ensure smooth conduct of the
Amarnath yatra.
In addition several employees, especially teachers, have
been served show cause notices

by their school authorities to
explain the reasons behind
unauthorised absence from
duties for a long time. So far the
majority of these employees
have not resumed their duties.
At the same time they are a
worried lot as many of them
have been handed over relieving orders by their superior
officers while directing them to
resume their duties.
These migrant employees
have launched a peaceful agitation soon after Rahul Bhat, a
Kashmiri migrant employee
deployed in the Kashmir valley
under Prime Minister's package, was shot dead in cold
blood inside the office of
Tehsildar Chadoora in the central Kashmir district of
Budgam on May 12.
So far the initiatives
announced by the Union territory administration have not

enthused these employees and
they continue to hold their
ground in support of their
demand.
These initiatives
included a promotion scheme
for the PM package employees,
transfer to safer zones in the
district headquarters, and adequate security cover across
their transit camps.
Even a high level meeting
convened between the representatives of the Kashmiri
migrant employees and the
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha failed to break the
impasse last month.
In the last 50 days these
migrant employees held several rounds of discussions with
the visiting bureaucrats, police
officers, local politicians, took
out candle light marches in the
heart of Srinagar city near Lal
Chowk but no major headway
was achieved.

As per rough estimates
around 70 percent kashmiri
migrant employees have
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he controversy over the
call made by DMK
T
spokesman R Rajiv Gandhi to
Dravidians to subject the
Brahmins to genocide took a
curious turn on Thursday as
Dr Subramanian Swamy, president, Virat Hindustan
Sangham and former union
minister for law and justice,
writing to Governor R N Ravi
seeking permission to prosecute the former.
Gandhi had made a speech
on June 3 exhorting the
Dravidians to annihilate the
Brahmins as demanded by E V
Ramasami Naicker, founder of
the Dravidian movement. The
DMK spokesman had reiterated the demand made by
Naicker (addressed as Periyor
by Dravidian activists) in the

1960s that there should be an
ethnic cleansing of Tamil Nadu
by finishing off the Brahmins.
“This is a blatant violation
of the Representation of
People’s Act (RPA) and the
Election Commission of India
should derecognise the DMK,”
Dr Swamy had asked the ECI
in a letter he wrote to the Chief
Election Commissioner.
But his letter to Governor
Ravi seeking his sanction to
prosecute the DMK leader for
his controversial speech has
evoked interest in Tamil Nadu.
Though Gandhi is neither an
elected member of assembly or
parliament nor holding any
position in Government, Dr
Swamy chose to approach the
Governor for permission to
drag the DMK spokesman to
court. The former union minister has sought the permission
under Section 196 of the
Criminal Procedure Code to

prosecute Gandhi for offences
against the State and for criminal conspiracy to commit such
an offence.
“I have enclosed my criminal complaint that I intend to
file against one R Rajiv Gandhi
, the secretary and spokesperson of the DMK. For the filing
of the said complaint your
sanction is required under
Section 196 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure 1973,” said
Dr Swamy in his letter to the
Governor.
He further stated that the
accused had committed various
offences under the Indian Penal
Code by publicly calling for the
genocide of Brahmins in his
June 3 speech. Dr Swamy
pointed out that the Supreme
Court in the Subramanian
Swamy v Manmohan Singh
case (2012) had expounded
principles governing grant of
sanction for prosecution.
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ppreciating the skills of
micro, small and medium
A
enterprise (MSME) entrepreneurs and handicraft artisans,
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath, on Thursday,
said that they were getting
global recognition which
reflected the commitment of
the Government towards this
sector.
“With the Government’s
encouragement, and the positive support from the bankers,
the MSMEs have flourished and
as a result of this, the
Government has brought down
the unemployment rate from 18
per cent to 2.9 per cent in the
state,” Yogi asserted.

In a move towards transforming the lives of youths by
making them self-reliant, the
Yogi Adityanath Government
dispensed Rs 16,000 crore as
loan to as many as 1.90 lakh
beneficiaries under the employment initiative of the state government at the MSME loan fair.
The beneficiaries of this
loan fair were from various
schemes including Prime
Minister's
Employment
Generation Programme, Chief
Minister's Youth SelfEmployment Scheme, and One
District One Product (ODOP)
Scheme.
On this occasion, the chief
minister inaugurated Common
Facilitation Centres (CFCs) in
Agra, Ambedkar Nagar, Sitapur,

Azamgarh and Siddharthnagar
districts for branding, packaging and marketing of ODOP
products. The chief minister
interacted with the operators of
the CFCs and discussed their
functioning and future action
plan.
Along with that, Yogi also
launched an annual loan
scheme of Rs 2.95 lakh crore for
the year 2022-23 at the same
event. He also inaugurated the
Amazon Digital Centre in
Kanpur Nagar district, a unit to
help small businessmen in setting up their businesses in the
digital world. A memorandum
of understanding (MoU) was
signed between the Uttar
Pradesh government and ecommerce company Amazon.

Section 196 of the Cr PC
states among other things that
no Court shall take cognizance
of the offence of any criminal
conspiracy punishable under
Section 120-B of the IPC other
than a criminal conspiracy to
commit an offence punishable
with death, imprisonment for
life or rigorous imprisonment
for a term of two years or
upwards unless the State
Government or the District
Magistrate has consented in
writing to the initiation of the
proceedings.
The section 196 further
states that the Central
Government
or
State
Government may, before
according sanction may order
a preliminary investigation by
a police officer not being below
the rank of Inspector in which
case such police officer shall
have the powers referred to in
sub-section (3) of section 155.

The employees sitting on a
dharna in the office of Relief
Commissioner (Migrants), in
Jammu alleged the UT administration has so far failed to
address their genuine demand.
"We have made it clear to the
government that Kashmiri
pandit employees are not going
to become scapegoats. Unless
the security situation is brought
under control and a conducive
atmosphere prevails the PM
package employees should be
attached with the office of
Relief Commissioner, Jammu
till further orders".
A kashmiri migrant
employee while referring to the
security scenario in the
Kashmir valley claimed, "we are
still living in fear in the valley.We hardly step out of the
camps. The fear of targeted
killings is looming large. There
is no question of resuming

duties under the prevailing
circumstances".
Another employee sitting
on a dharna in the office of
Relief Commissioner said, "all
those initiatives announced by
the UT administration have
failed to cut ice with the
migrant employees". "We are
only sticking to our one point
demand of relocation to the
safer areas outside the Kashmir
valley. We don't want to serve
in the Kashmir valley.
A teacher serving in the
Baramulla said, "our families
living in Jammu were suffering
for a long time due to uncertainties in the Kashmir valley".
It is for the same reason we are
holding protest demonstrations in Jammu and demanding attachment with the office
of Relief commissioner Jammu
till the situation is brought
under control.

already shifted to Jammu while
rest of them have been camping inside their transit camps

and not stepping out as they
continue to live under the
shadow of guns.
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hief Minister Yogi
Adityanath has given a big
C
gift to about 15 crore people of
Uttar Pradesh on the completion of 100 days of his government’s second consecutive term.
The government has extended
its free ration scheme for another three months. June 30 was the
last day of the scheme. Now it
will continue till September 30.
The Yogi Adityanath government 2.0 will complete 100
days of its tenure on July 4.
Earlier, the government had
given a big gift to the people
of the state by extending the
free ration scheme for three
months from March to June.
The Yogi government has
again extended it for three
months. About 15 crore people will benefit from it.
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ahujan Samaj Party supremo Mayawati, on Thursday,
B
held a meeting with senior
office-bearers of all the divisions
of the party and asked them to
reach out to the people and tell
them about the policies of the
party.
She said that it was a cause
of concern that public interest
and public welfare were constantly being affected by the
ongoing political instability,
deadlock and money power
games to overthrow the government in several states,
including
recently
in
Maharashtra.
Mayawati also said that the
BSP had not taken the decision
to support presidential candidate Draupadi Murmu under
pressure from any individual or
party, but had decided to back
her as Murmu belonged to
Scheduled Tribe and support to

her was part of the policy of
Bahujan Samaj Party.
This decision is neither in
favour of National Democratic
Alliance nor against United
Progressive Alliance, she said
and added that the UPA did not
even discuss with the BSP while
choosing its presidential candidate.
“The situation is deteriorating day by day due to wrong
policies and arrogant attitude of
the government. To divert the
attention of the people from the
current situation, the government is adopting an arrest, jail,
demolish house policy by
repressive methods, which is
completely wrong,” she said.
Mayawati said instead of
appeasement, hate elements
should be dealt with strictly. She
said it was wrong to demolish
the house of any one community and send its members to
jail. “This is constitutionally and
humanly unfair. Strict action

should be taken against those
elements who promote enmity.
There should be no discrimination in this,” Mayawati said
during the meeting.
Mayawati said there was
unrest over recruitment in government jobs. “Now the youth
are angry due to the recruitment of Agniveers on a temporary basis in the army,” she
added. She asked the government to reconsider the
Agnipath scheme for shortterm recruitment in the Indian
Army so that the future of the
youth could be secured.
Meanwhile, Mayawati
asked party workers to get
fully involved in the preparations for the 2024 Lok Sabha
polls and upcoming civic body
elections in the state. She asked
them to work at the ground
level. At the same time, she said
that all BSP workers should try
to add more and more people
to the party.
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amajwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav, on
SThursday,
targeted the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party over
waterlogging after the first
monsoon showers, particularly in Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath’s native town
Gorakhpur, saying it was the
result of rampant corruption in
the government.
While taking a jibe at Yogi
Adityanath, Akhilesh Yadav
shared pictures of waterlogging
in Gorakhpur on Thursday on
his twitter handle and wrote,
“This is the punishment of lack
of development under BJP's
rule. BJP's scale of corruption:
'Jal Nagar' Gorakhpur.
Gorakhpur tourism is inviting
you to say: Swim for a few days

in Gorakhpur!”
It may be mentioned here
that every year UP faces floods
during monsoon. Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath had
reviewed the flood management on Wednesday in a meeting with all the district magistrates. He had expressed satisfaction over the feedback from
the officials but said that the
flood management programme should be started in
November-December instead
of starting the work in June. He
had instructed all the rescue
teams including State Disaster
Management Authority
(SDMA), National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) and
State Disaster Response Force
(SDRF) to be on alert. Despite
this, politics started with the
first monsoon showers.
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$IWHUDVHULHVRIWZLVWVDQGWXUQV6KLQGHLVWKH
0DKDUDVKWUD&0DQG)DGQDYLVKLVGHSXW\

:

KHQ8GGKDY7KDFNHUD\UHVLJQHGDVWKH0DKDUDVKWUD&KLHI0LQLVWHULPPH
GLDWHO\DIWHUWKH6XSUHPH&RXUW·VUHIXVDOWRVWD\DIORRUWHVWLQWKH$VVHPEO\
RQ:HGQHVGD\LWORRNHGOLNHIRUPHU&KLHI0LQLVWHUDQGWRS%KDUDWL\D-DQDWD
3DUW\OHDGHULQWKH6WDWH'HYHQGUD)DGQDYLVZDVVHWWRPDNHDFRPHEDFN7KHUHEHO
6KLY6HQDOHDGHU(NQDWK6KLQGHZDVH[SHFWHGWREHKLVGHSXW\%XWWKDWZDVQRW
WREHDWDMRLQWSUHVVFRQIHUHQFHZLWK6KLQGH)DGQDYLVKLPVHOIDQQRXQFHGWKDW6KLQGH
ZRXOGRFFXS\WKHKLJKRIILFH7KLVZDVDELJVXUSULVHIRUHYHU\RQH³ QRWMXVWWKH
%-3DQG6KLY6HQDOHDGHUVEXWDOVRWKH7KDFNHUD\FDPSDQGRWKHUDQWL%-3SROLWL
FLDQV7KHUHZDVVRPHGLVDSSRLQWPHQWLQWKH%-3FDPSWKDWWKHLUOHDGHU)DGQDYLV
³ ZKRKDGZRUNHGVRKDUGWRNHHSWKHSUHVVXUH
RQWKH09$*RYHUQPHQWDQGHYHQWXDOO\RXVWHGLW
³ FRXOGQRWEHFRPHWKH&0)DGQDYLVVDLGWKDW
KHZRXOGQRWEHSDUWRIWKH*RYHUQPHQW%XWWKH
VXUSULVHVRIWKHGD\GLGQRWHQGZLWKWKHSUHVVFRQ
IHUHQFH :KLOH SROLWLFDO FRPPHQWDWRUV ZHUH
DQDO\VLQJ WKH UDPLILFDWLRQV RI KLV QRW MRLQLQJ WKH
6WDWH*RYHUQPHQW³ ,VKHDVSLULQJIRUDQDWLRQDO
UROHLQWKHSDUW\":LOOKHPDQDJHWKH*RYHUQPHQW
E\UHPRWHFRQWURO"³ QHZVFDPHWKDWKHZRXOG
LQGHHGMRLQWKH6WDWH&DELQHWDV'HSXW\&03DUW\
SUHVLGHQW-31DGGDVDLG´7KH%-3·VFHQWUDOOHDG
HUVKLSKDVGHFLGHGWKDW'HYHQGUD)DGQDYLVVKRXOG
EHFRPHDSDUWRIWKH*RYHUQPHQW6RPDGHDSHUVRQDOUHTXHVWWRKLP7KHFHQ
WUDOOHDGHUVKLSKDVVDLGWKDW'HYHQGUD)DGQYDLVVKRXOGWDNHFKDUJHDVWKH'HSXW\
&0RI0DKDUDVKWUDµ
)LQDOO\DWSP6KLQGHZDVVZRUQLQDVWKH&KLHI0LQLVWHUDQG)DGQDYLVDV
KLVGHSXW\6XFKDUHWKHWZLVWVDQGWXUQVLQ,QGLDQSROLWLFV%\PDNLQJ6KLQGHWKH
&0WKH%-3WRSEUDVVVHHPVWREHPRUHLQWHUHVWHGLQWKHORQJHYLW\RILWV*RYHUQPHQW
LQ0DKDUDVKWUDDOHDGLQJLQGXVWULDO6WDWHWKDQLQWKHEHQHILWVWKDWFRPHZLWKWKH
WRSRIILFH%HVLGHVWKH\NQRZWKDW6KLQGHZRXOGEHFRPSOHWHO\GHSHQGHQWRQWKHP
IRUVXUYLYDO$VLWLVKHKDVFURVVHGWKH5XELFRQLQ6HQDSROLWLFVE\VQDSSLQJDOO
WLHVZLWKWKH8GGKDY7KDFNHUD\IDPLO\ZKLFKLVRIWHQVHHQDQGSUHVHQWHGDVWKH
KHDUWDQGVRXORIWKH6KLY6HQD$WSUHVHQWSHUFHSWLRQLVWKDWZKLOH6KLQGHKDVWKH
PDMRULW\RI6HQD0/$VZLWKKLPWKHSDUW\UDQNDQGILOHLVVROLGO\EHKLQG7KDFNHUD\
%XWWKHQWKHUHLVRIWHQDFKDVPEHWZHHQSHUFHSWLRQDQGUHDOLW\6KLQGHDQGKLVIRO
ORZHUVKDYHWKHPVHOYHVULVHQWKURXJKWKHUDQNV,QRWKHUZRUGV6KLQGHDQG&R
FDQQRWEHGLVPLVVHGDVQRERGLHVDVOHDGHUVZKRDUHRIQRFRQVHTXHQFHZLWKRXW
WKHEDFNLQJRIWKH7KDFNHUD\IDPLO\,URQLFDOO\7KDFNHUD\PLJKWKDYHKHOSHG6KLQGH·V
FDVHDVWKH&KLHI0LQLVWHU,QKLVUHVSRQVHWRWKHUHEHOOLRQKHKDGDVNHGWKH6KLQGH
FDPS´,I,VWHSGRZQFDQ\RXJXDUDQWHHDQRWKHU6DLQLNZLOOEHWKH&KLHI0LQLVWHU"µ
:HOOLQVWHDGRIWKHUHEHOVWKH%-3KDVDQVZHUHGWKDWTXHVWLRQ
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n 1353, England had enacted the Statute of Praemunire
to prohibit all appeals to
authorities outside England
involving cognisable cases before
the local courts. History knows
how Henry VIII (1509-1547)
had made use of this legal measure to bring an end to papal control, establish the sovereignty of
the English State, dissolve the
monasteries and taking forward
the process of reformation. These
have important lessons for many
cutting across national boundaries.
The ongoing display of street
violence in many cities of India,
the attack on railway carriages,
blockades put up on the highways, coupled with incendiary
statements and threats of physical violence against the
spokespersons of the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party have once
again brought to the surface the
malignant influence of the Islamic
ummah on large sections of the
Indian population. The support
extended by the “secularists”,
basically anti-Hindus, has further
bolstered them. “Secularism”, as
it has been practised in India since
the Khilafat days, and more rigorously after Independence/Partition,
is known for its promotion and
pampering of many absurdities,
irredentism, extra-territorial loyalty and theologically sanctioned
intolerance/destruction of the
“other”.
Those who foul-mouth “others” and threaten people with dire
consequences in the name of
alleged “blasphemy” must realise
that what was easily achievable in
the middle ages, long before the
advent of enlightenment, liberalism, democratic system of governance, is not possible in 21st century India. Whether to stay
cocooned in the primitive past or
move forward with time as the
rest of the civilised world is doing
is for the respective societies to
decide. It is true that certain political parties and State
Governments have been partial to
jihadi outfits and appear sympathetic to their atrocious religiopolitical objectives. True, these
zealots were virtually let off for
their lawless behaviour over the
Citizenship Amendment Act,
2019. Those guilty of large-scale

I

violence in West Bengal before
and after the polls in 2021,
which resulted in the killing
and rape of many Hindus, still
remain unpunished. Hence,
they feel emboldened.
However, it is time to ponder the unacceptable conduct
of people pushing forward
with the objectives of the
Islamic ummah. Khilafat was
discarded by Kamal Pasha in
Turkey but got a fresh lease of
life because of Gandhi, leading
to the genocide of Kerala
Hindus (Moplahs, 1921).
Subsequent emasculation of
the Indian National Congress,
leading to the Partition,
marked the ultimate defeat of
Hindus and a glorious victory for the Islamic ummah.
While Pakistan carried out a
systematic religio-ethnic
cleansing of its Hindu,
Buddhist, Sikhs population,
India’s “secular” leadership did
not permit any exchange of
population. Thus the basic
issue remained unresolved.
The Hindus of Kashmir
Valley turned into refugees in
their own land. Certain constitutional provisions, gradual
extension
of
Sachar
Commission
largesse,
Minority Commission and
the practice of helping the
obscurantist elements have
consolidated and rabid antiHindu elements.
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The academic curriculum
fashioned by Nehru-AzadNurul Hasan-Arjun Singh has
strengthened this mindset that
tends to push India back and
destroys its very foundations.
Heavily santitised social-science/ historical studies are the
biggest casualties.
The liberal and creative
space created by our saints and
seers over the millennium,
and later nurtured by the likes
of Bankim, Swami Dayanand,
Swami Vivekananda, Tilak,
Sri Aurobindo, Pauhari Baba,
Tagore and Savarkar, who had
warned us against the destructive elements, is being systematically destroyed. Our media
and entertainment industry are
in the hands of anti-Hindus.
Hence, urgent remedial legal
reforms are needed to define
“blasphemy”, impose condign
punishment for espousing
non-Indian ideas that violate
our political-legal system and
create a perpetually poisonous atmosphere.
It is high time that the
ummah may have to explain,
and then compensate all those
in India (and also outside) who
feel deeply humiliated at the
sight of thousands of their
sacred places turned into
mosques and millions of their
fellow citizens imposed with
artificial Arab identity. Then
there is the issue of Wakf

;4CC4AB C>C
C74438C>A
F^\T]RPaah_^cbUX[[TSfXcWR^^ZTSaXRTSTR^aPcTSfXcWcda\TaXRP]S]TT\ [TPeTbc^V^SSTbb:P[XX]7hSTaPQPS

0?

A`hVcdYZWe

7

,VUDHOLVVHHLQJDFKDQJHRIJXDUGDV
<DLU/DSLGWDNHVRYHUDVFDUHWDNHU30

KHUHLQVRISRZHUKDYHQRWFKDQJHGKDQGVRQO\LQ0DKDUDVKWUDDQGQRORQJHU
GRHV8NUDLQH3UHVLGHQW9RORG\P\U=HOHQVN\\UHPDLQWKHRQO\KLJKSURILOHKHDG
RID6WDWHZKRKDVDSSHDUHGLQSRSXODUWHOHYLVLRQSURJUDPPHV4XLWHDJHR
JUDSKLFDOGLVWDQFHDZD\IURP,QGLDDQG8NUDLQHWKHVPDOOEXWSRZHUIXOFRXQWU\RI
,VUDHOWRRLVZLWQHVVLQJDVKLIWLQSRZHU,QWKH\HDUVVLQFHKHUHOLQTXLVKHGKLV
MREDVDSROLWLFDOFKDWVKRZKRVWWRWXUQDIXOOWLPHSROLWLFLDQ<DLU/DSLGKDGGUHDPHG
RIEHFRPLQJ,VUDHO·V3ULPH0LQLVWHU1RZDVKHSUHSDUHVWRWDNHRYHULQDFDUHWDN
HUFDSDFLW\KHLVVXUHWRSXWKLVEHVWIRRWIRUZDUGWRSURYHWKDWKHGHVHUYHVWKHWRS
MRELQWKHORQJWHUPHYHQDVWKHFRXQWU\SUHSDUHVWRJRWRSROOVIRUWKHILIWKWLPHLQ
OHVVWKDQIRXU\HDUV0HDQZKLOHIRUPHUDPDWHXUER[HU/DSLGIDFHVDVWLIIFKDOOHQJH
IURPFRQVHUYDWLYH%HQMDPLQ1HWDQ\DKX³ ,VUDHO·VORQJHVWVHUYLQJOHDGHU³ ZKRP
KHVXFFHVVIXOO\NQRFNHGRXWRIRIILFHLQE\
IRUJLQJDQXQOLNHO\DOOLDQFHEHWZHHQHLJKWLGHRORJ
LFDOO\GLYHUVHSROLWLFDOSDUWLHV2IFRXUVH1HWDQ\DKX
³ VHHNLQJKLVVL[WKWHUPLQRIILFH³ ZLOOVHHNWR
SDLQWKLVELWWHUULYDODVZHDNRQVHFXULW\SDUWLFX
ODUO\ZKHQLWFRPHVWR,UDQDQGWHUURULVP7KHFKDO
OHQJHIRU/DSLGZLOOEHWRSURYHWKDWKHFDQSURWHFW
,VUDHOIURPLWVHQHPLHVDQGSURPRWHGRPHVWLFXQLW\
%XWKRZGRHVWKHVKLIWLQ,VUDHO·VGRPHVWLFSRZHU
HTXDWLRQLPSDFW,QGLD":HOOWLPHZLOOVXUHO\VKHG
PRUHOLJKWRQWKLVVXEMHFWDVWKHFXUUHQWIOXLGVLWX
DWLRQXQIROGVXQWLODQHZ*RYHUQPHQWLVIRUPHGDIWHU
SROOV GXH LQ 2FWREHU RU 1RYHPEHU +RZHYHU
KHUH·UHDIHZSRLQWHUV,QGLDDQG,VUDHOKDYHDQH[WHQVLYHDQGFRPSUHKHQVLYHHFR
QRPLFPLOLWDU\DQGSROLWLFDOUHODWLRQVKLS,QGLDLVWKHODUJHVWEX\HURI,VUDHOLPLOLWDU\
HTXLSPHQWDQG,VUDHOLVWKHVHFRQGODUJHVWVXSSOLHURIPLOLWDU\HTXLSPHQWWR,QGLD
DIWHU5XVVLD)URPWRPLOLWDU\EXVLQHVVEHWZHHQWKHQDWLRQVZDVZRUWK
DURXQGELOOLRQ0LOLWDU\DQGVWUDWHJLFWLHVEHWZHHQWKHWZRQDWLRQVH[WHQGWRLQWHO
OLJHQFHVKDULQJRQWHUURUJURXSVDQGMRLQWPLOLWDU\WUDLQLQJ$VRI,QGLDZDV
WKHWKLUGODUJHVW$VLDQWUDGHSDUWQHURI,VUDHODQGLWVWHQWKODUJHVWWUDGHSDUWQHURYHU
DOOZLWKELODWHUDOWUDGHH[FOXGLQJPLOLWDU\VDOHVFORFNLQJELOOLRQ1HHGOHVVWR
VD\1HZ'HOKLVKDOOEHNHHQO\ZDWFKLQJWKHXQIROGLQJGUDPDLQ7HO$YLY6RIDU,VUDHO
KDVEHHQDQDOOZHDWKHUIULHQGDQGKRSHIXOO\WKDWZRQ·WFKDQJH

C1B149>4E<D:74A98
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Sir — The theme of the G7 Summit was to
discuss the invasion of Ukraine, ways and
means to stabilise energy markets and lessen
dependence on Russian gas and oil. Close
on the heels of the upcoming Nato Summit,
the G7 has laid out the contours of strategic conversation around Ukraine. The
announcement of Partnership for Global
Infrastructure and Investment by US
President Joe Biden to invest $600 billion by
2027 in poor and developing countries is
aimed at providing an alternative to China’s
BRI, which is seen as imposing an untenable debt burden on developing countries.
PM Narendra Modi reminded the
western countries of their promises made
a decade ago of financing cleaner and green
technologies to the poor and developing
countries to the tune of $100 billion per year,
which have fallen far short of the target.
India's concern for greater investment in
cleaner technologies is real as it has been able
to achieve climate goals to a certain extent.
By neither endorsing the Chinese President’s
GPI nor commenting on Biden’s new initiative, India has rightly underlined its central role in the new thrust for the Indo Pacific
by the western nations.
Vijay Singh Adhikari | Nainital
E419@EB=EB45B9C3?>45=>12<5
Sir — In a horrific incident in Rajasthan’s
Udaipur district, two youth (Mohammed
Gos and Riyaz Ansari) who posed as customers at a tailoring shop, allegedly beheaded tailor Kanhaiya Lal Teli days after he
allegedly shared social media posts in support of Nupur Sharma. The assailants
broke into his shop in daylight, stabbed him
multiple times with a sword and then slashed
his throat. Then the suspects posted a message on social media bragging about their
misdeed. Lal had earlier complained about
receiving death threats over his alleged social
media post.
But the tailor himself was arrested and
the matter was ‘settled’ after police-mediated sessions between him and the complainants. But the manner in which he was
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f^d[S [XZT c^ Tg_aTbb \h ST[XVWc ^] cWT
X\_^acP]cbcT_cPZT]Qh^da6^eTa]\T]cc^
U^aQXScWTdbT^UbX]V[TdbT_[PbcXR_a^SdRcb
8cXbcWTaXVWcbcT_X]cWTR^d]cah³b\XbbX^]c^
bPeTcWTT]eXa^]\T]cPbbX]V[TdbT_[PbcXRRP]
WPa\P]X\P[bcWPcTPcXc^dc^UcWTSTQaXbP]S
cWTbTRP]d[cX\PcT[h[TPSc^XcbPRRd\d[PcX^]
X]cWTWd\P]Q^Sh^eTacX\TCWXb[TPSbc^
bTeTaTWTP[cW_a^Q[T\bbdRWPb^QTbXchP]S
RP]RTa CWT 6^eTa]\T]c³b \^eT fX[[ RaTPcT
]TfY^QbX]cWTaTRhR[X]VX]SdbcahP]SVXeTXcb
R^]caXQdcX^]X]b^[eX]V8]SXP³bd]T\_[^h\T]c

butchered isn’t only shocking but gives clear
indication that terror-mongers were
involved. The mixed population of Hindus
and Muslims in the area is worried about
the growing tension. It’s heartening that
immediately after Lal’s murder, Ajmer
Dargah Deewan Zainul Abedin Ali Khan
said Indian Muslims will never allow the
Taliban mindset to spread in the country.
The National Investigation Agency has
already taken over the murder investigation
and re-registered a case under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act.
Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee | Faridabad
C9=B1>:9DC9>78=1>>µCF93D?BI
Sir — With his victory, SAD (Amritsar)
president Simranjit Singh Mann in the Lok
Sabha bypoll wrested the lone seat held by
AAP. The bypoll was necessitated by the resignation of Bhagwant Mann since he took
over as the Punjab Chief Minister. The
bypoll victories do not indicate the mood
of people or nation. Therefore, any attributions to Mann’s victory or the opponent’s

_a^Q[T\8cf^d[SP[b^X]RaTPbTcWTST\P]S
U^a\^aTbdbcPX]PQ[T_a^SdRcbfWXRWf^d[S
Q^^bccWTR^d]cah³b^eTaP[[TR^]^\h
CWXbbcT_f^d[SSaPbcXRP[[haTSdRTVaTT]
W^dbTVPbT\XbbX^]b8cXbP[b^P_^RZTcUaXT]S
[hbcT_Pb^cWTaP[cTa]PcXeTbPaT\dRWRWTP_
Ta C^ T]bdaT cWPc cWT bcT_ Xb X\_[T\T]cTS
_a^_Ta[hfT]TTS\^aTb^RXP[bRXT]cXbcb[XZT
<dQPaPZ 0W\PS :WP] fW^ STeT[^_TS P
RPaahQPVUa^\cWTYdcT_[P]ccWPcbTaeTbcWT
bP\T_da_^bTPb_[PbcXR_^[hcWT]TQPVb>cWTa
P[cTa]PcXeTbU^aaT_[PRX]VbX]V[TdbT_[PbcXRb
PaTdbX]V_[PcX]d\bX[XR^]U^aU^^S_PRZPVX]V
fWXRWWPbcWTbP\T_a^_TacXTbPb_[PbcXRFT
RP]aT_[PRT_[PbcXRU^^SfaP_bfXcWQTTbfPg
R^PcTSR[^cWPbP]P[cTa]PcXeTBcPX][TbbbcTT[
P]SV[Pbb\PhQTPaT_[PRT\T]cU^a_[PbcXRU^a
U^^SP]SQTeTaPVTbc^aPVTCWTbT\TPbdaTb
X]8]SXPf^d[SV^P[^]VfPhX][TPSX]VcWT
UXVWcc^aTeTabTR[X\PcTRWP]VT
:aXbW]P:PaPaXPkA^WX]X

defeat may be imaginary. A buoyed Mann
has credited the victory to Khalistani militant Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale. He should
have introspected before issuing such a controversial statement. If Bhindranwale’s
teaching could permeate such an influence,
why was AAP brought to power instead of
his party?
Bhindranwale was certainly not a patriot. He was a religious leader backed by
Pakistan for the aim of carving out
Khalistan. Indira Gandhi ordered Operation
Blue Star to check separatist activities,
which led to confrontation with the military
in 1984. At the time, Bhindranwale was
among those killed in Operation Blue Star.
If Mann thinks that his victory is a victory
for Khalistan’s movement, he is living in a
fool’s paradise. It may be recalled that he had
insisted that he be allowed to carry kirpan
to Parliament House.
KV Seetharamaiah | Bengaluru
BT]Shh^daUUTTSQPRZcc^)
[TccTabc^_X^]TTa/V\PX[R^\

property. Their crime multiplies when one adds to their
inhuman record the genocide
of Hindus and other minorities in Afghanistan, Pakistan,
Bangladesh and in our own
Kashmir Valley. What ideology explains these?
All those trying to corner
India must understand that
our people are very much
conscious of its rich indigenous civilisational legacies
and its immense potential.
India is a sovereign democratic Republic, and confident of
chartering its own course
without unwarranted external
advisories and interference!
Those operating the global
interests of the ummah, like
the Organisation of Islamic
Countries, and certain other
countries and their Indian
agents
demanding
action/apology from India
could be appropriately
advised that they must look
back at their own record of
unpardonable sacrilege on
the Indian soil over the centuries. India’s wounded civilisation cannot be targeted
endlessly by terrorists in the
name of a global mission!
(The author wrote the foreign policy content of the BJP,
when its first website was
launched in 1998. Currently, he
is a Member, ICHR. The views
expressed are personal).
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6H[LVWDWWLWXGHUHPDUNV
PXVWEHFKDOOHQJHG
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1RUPDOLVDWLRQRIVH[LVWKDUDVVPHQWPXVWFHDVHIRUJHQGHUHTXDOLW\
HGXFDWLRQDOLQVWLWXWLRQVVKRXOGHPEUDFHJHQGHUVHQVLWLYLW\

9C8G1BF10B0E0A0338

Q-XQHWKHZRUOGFRPHVWRJHWKHUWRFHOHEUDWHWKHDVSLUDWLRQV
RIKXPDQVSLULWE\KRVWLQJ<RJDVHVVLRQV,QGLDZKLFKJDYHELUWK
WR<RJDLVFRQWLQXRXVO\SOD\LQJDVXEVWDQWLDOUROHLQPDNLQJWKLV
DQFLHQWVFLHQFHRIKROLVWLFZHOOEHLQJDFFHVVLEOHWRDODUJHSRUWLRQRI
WKHZRUOG·VSRSXODWLRQNHHSLQJLQPLQG,QGLD·VSKLORVRSK\RI9DVXGDLYD
.XWXPEDNDPLH¶WKHHQWLUHZRUOGLVRQHIDPLO\·
<RJDLVDGLVFLSOLQHWKDWVHHNVWRDFFRPSOLVKWKHXQLRQRIKXPDQ
ERG\DQGPLQGWRZDUGVWKHUHDOLVDWLRQRILWVLQILQLWHSRWHQWLDODQGHOH
YDWLQJWKHKXPDQFRQVFLRXVQHVVEH\RQGWKHFRQILQHVRILQGLYLGXDOPLQG
DQGHJRXQWLOLWPHUJHVZLWKDOOSHUYDGLQJ6XSUHPH&RQVFLRXVQHVV7KH
UHJXODUSUDFWLFHRIYDULRXVWHQHWVRI<RJDDLGVKROLVWLFZHOOEHLQJE\LPSURY
LQJSK\VLFDOSK\VLRORJLFDOSV\FKRORJLFDOHPRWLRQDODQGLQWHOOHFWXDOKHDOWK
3ULPH0LQLVWHU1DUHQGUD0RGLRQ6HSWHPEHUXUJHGWKH
8QLWHG1DWLRQV*HQHUDO$VVHPEO\WRWDNHFRJQLVDQFHRIWKHXQLYHUVDO
DSSHDORI<RJD7KLVLVKRZ-XQHEHFDPHWKH,QWHUQDWLRQDO'D\RI
<RJD ,'< 
,QGLDKDVDOVRVXFFHHGHGLQLPSUHVVLQJXSRQWKHZRUOGWKDW<RJD
LVLQWHJUDOWRLWVDQFLHQWFXOWXUDOKHULWDJHZKLFKJRHVEDFNWR\HDUV
7KHSURDFWLYHHIIRUWVE\WKH,QGLDQ*RYHUQPHQWDOVROHGWR<RJD·VLQFOX
VLRQLQWKH8QHVFR·VUHSUHVHQWDWLYHOLVWRILQWDQJLEOHFXOWXUDOKHULWDJHRI
KXPDQLW\LQ'HFHPEHU
7RGD\WKHNQRZOHGJHDQGSUDFWLFHRI<RJDKDVVSUHDGEH\RQGWKH
FRQILQHVRI(DVWDQG6RXWK$VLD,QWHUQDWLRQDO'D\RI<RJDLVQRZFHOH
EUDWHGDVDIHVWLYDOLQDOPRVWDOOFRXQWULHVE\DOOFUHHGVUDFHFDVWH
JHQGHUDQGDJHJURXSVPDNLQJLWWKHELJJHVWJOREDOHYHQWIRUKXPD
QLW\ VKROLVWLFKHDOWKDQGZHOOEHLQJ

7KHZRUG<RJDILUVWILQGVPHQWLRQLQWKHDQFLHQWWH[WRI5LJYHGDZKLFK
ZDVFRPSRVHGGXULQJWKH,QGXV6DUDVZDWL9DOOH\&LYLOLVDWLRQ,WZDVWKHQ
GHYHORSHGIXUWKHUE\WKHVDJHV5DM<RJD WKH<RJDRI0LQG0DQDJH
PHQW ZDVDUUDQJHGLQWRDHLJKWOLPEWUHDWLVH<RJD6XWUDVE\3DWDQMDOL
GXULQJWKHQG&HQWXU\%&
6ULPDG%KDJYDG*LWDWKHPRVWZLGHO\UHDGVFULSWXUHGLVFXVVHVPDLQ
O\IRXUFODVVLFDOIRUPVRI<RJD³LH-QDQD\RJD%KDNWL\RJD.DUPD
\RJDDQG'K\DQD\RJD
$OWKRXJKWKH:HVWHUQ:RUOGLVLQWHUHVWHGLQ<RJDLWVIRFXVLVPRVW
O\OLPLWHGWRWKHSK\VLFDODVSHFWRI<RJD+RZHYHULQWKHODVWIHZGHFDGHV
WKH86KHDOWKFDUHIUDWHUQLW\KDVEHHQXVLQJ3UDQD\DPD UHJXODWHGEUHDWK
LQJWHFKQLTXHV DQGPHGLWDWLRQLQ<RJDIRUWUHDWPHQWRIWKHDXWLVPVSHF
WUXPGLVRUGHU9DULRXVUHVHDUFKDUWLFOHVLQ3XE0(GDQGUHVHDUFKGRQH
LQ,QGLDLQFROODERUDWLRQZLWK$,,061,0+$16HWFFOHDUO\VKRZWKH
HIILFDF\RI\RJDLQSK\VLFDOPHQWDODQGVSLULWXDOZHOOEHLQJ
,QGLDHQFRXUDJHVWKHGDLO\SUDFWLFHRI<RJDDPRQJSHRSOH7KHHIIHF
WLYHQHVVRI3UDQD\DPDZDVPDQLIHVWGXULQJWKHRXWEUHDNRI&RYLG
5HFRUGVVKRZWKDWPLOOLRQVRIKHDOWKFDUHZRUNHUVDQG&RYLGSDWLHQWV
LQ ,QGLD PDGH D ODVWLQJ DQG IDVWHU UHFRYHU\ E\ SUDFWLFLQJ <RJDVDQD
3UDQD\DPDDQGPHGLWDWLRQ
7RLQFUHDVHDZDUHQHVVDERXW<RJDDQGWRHQFRXUDJHLWVSUDFWLFH
DPRQJSHRSOHWKH*RYHUQPHQWKDVGHFODUHG<RJDVDQDDVDFRPSHWL
WLYHVSRUW,QGLD·VHIIRUWVWRHVWDEOLVKLWLQ$VLDQDQG2O\PSLF*DPHV
DUHFRQWLQXLQJ7KH3ULPH0LQLVWHUKDVDOVRDQQRXQFHGWZRFDWHJRULHV
RIDZDUGVLQWHUQDWLRQDODQGQDWLRQDOWRKRQRXULQGLYLGXDOVDQGRUJDQ
LVDWLRQVPDNLQJRXWVWDQGLQJFRQWULEXWLRQVWRZDUGVWKHSURPRWLRQDQG
GHYHORSPHQWRI<RJD
&XUUHQWO\DERXWODNKZHOOQHVVFHQWUHVWHDFK<RJDDFURVVWKH
FRXQWU\,QUXUDO,QGLD*UDP3DQFKD\DWVDUHFRQWLQXRXVO\EHLQJVHQVL
WLVHGDERXWWKHUHJXODUSUDFWLFHRI<RJDDQGWKH<RJD3URWRFROVWKURXJK
YDULRXVHIIRUWV3ULPH0LQLVWHUZURWHOHWWHUVWRODNK*UDP3DQFKD\DW
3UDGKDQVWRSURPRWH<RJDUHODWHGDFWLYLWLHV7KH3UDFWLFHRI<RJDKDV
DOVREHHQLQWURGXFHGLQXQLIRUPHGVHUYLFHV
7KHDXWKRULV'LUHFWRU0RUDUML'HVDL1DWLRQDO,QVWLWXWHRI<RJD
0LQLVWU\RI$\XVK*RYHUQPHQWRI,QGLD1HZ'HOKL

exual violence is widely equated
with rape cases. The media spotlight
brings spotlight on increasing crime
rates, violence against women and
safety of women. But sexist harassment, the
most commonplace and everyday occurrence, is normalized.
Sexist harassment is consumed as
something very normal. This normalcy is
because of the patriarchal perspectives.
There could be a fear factor too, for the victim might be unsure about raising voice.
The act of sexist harassment for many simply means “a friendly gesture” or “a naïve
joke.” Thus, as rightly pointed out by Sheela
Suryanarayanan, there is “an expensive
silence” about sexist harassment.
Sexist violence begins from domestic
spaces that formulate and foster different
rules for women and men. This further gets
reinstated at social institutions. Human
minds are thought to be chastised by all
kinds of biases when they become educated, on the premise that higher education
institutions are considered as places that
host healthy debates on social taboos to
enable the youngsters to transcend boundaries of narrow mindedness, social inequalities and identity crises.
Sadly, gender discrimination and sexist violence creep into higher education
institutions and contaminate all possibilities of establishing gender parity. Misogyny
is palpable in all sectors while educational
institutions are transforming into habitats
of sexist ideologies that victimise women
students, faculty, and non-teaching staff
alike although the nature and gravity of violence varies.
An integral constituent of educational
institutions is the student welfare office.
When this office itself operates as an
agency that endorses sexist notions either
by visibly channelling or by metaphorically sanctioning them, it is important to
underscore that everyone who consumes or
disseminates such ideologies becomes a part
of misogynistic propaganda.
Many of the educational institutions
impose separate rules for the female students with regard to the dress, behaviour
and their conduct on campus. Even during
arts and sports festivals which allow the men
students to be part of the festivities, the
women can be a part of it until it is the time
for them to get back to their hostels as there
is a “gendered curfew” on campus.
Authorities circulate notices that prescribe
separate rules for women students and their
men counterparts.
However, sexism operates covertly
through subtle references towards the
character of the girl who violates the popular gender expectations of the authorities.
If confronted about the unjust treatment
and policing, the authorities always defend
themselves using benevolent sexism, with
the best intention to protect the womenfolk!
Recently the Dean of Students’ Welfare
of an Institution of Eminence in central
India issued a pamphlet on dangers of drug
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use, worded supposedly for witty
and catchy slogans, created by students as part of a competition.
These slogans were accredited and
enlisted as the best entries from the
contest.
“Drug and Death - Couple
with No Divorce” topped the rest
and the acknowledgment of the
nuanced and metaphorical references to the wife and husband never
to be divorced appears both compulsorily heterosexual and naïve,
not to mention the valorised nature
of the marital relationship as the
ideal and the goal of all youthful
relationships. This slogan is an
allegory of the conservative reinforcement of the institution of
marriage and propagating such
ideas in a university campus where
youth must engage in critical questioning of institutions that must be
condemned. The pamphlet institutionalised the ritual of sexist harassment.
To begin with, why is there a
need to gender the drug-use and
drug-menace?
‘Heroine’ being punned with
‘heroin’ and the appeal to be a ‘hero’
without the counterpart are all
such supposedly ‘powerful slogans’
that disturbingly equate drugs with
women. “Be a hero without heroin” is an index of the masculine construction of heroism where the
absence of the female counterpart
adds to the glory of being a hero.
Thinking in binaries, having a
choice of either this or that, encourages irrationality. This is very evident in the immediate one that follows - Heroin will make you loose
[sic] Heroine! Although it sounds
apparently innocent and jocular,
this slogan shows the sheer absence
of gender sensitivity.
Secondly, it normalises the

prevalent gender stereotypes and
patriarchal prejudices that exist
around us. Women connoting
drugs, inebriation and destruction
being hailed as winning slogans is
a reinforcement of unjust gender
relations through not-so-veiled
metaphors in the minds of the
youth.
Benevolent sexism and ‘concerns about protecting the rich cultural traditions of India’ had been
metaphorically showcased when
the men students of another central
university in northern India covered
the university’s walls with the picture of a ‘caged bird’ in which each
bar of the cage represented ‘faith’,
‘dignity’, ‘submission’ and ‘morality’ with an inscription that cancelled
any attempts of women to claim
their human rights as ‘evil’ acts. In
the same institute, women students were denied access to the
library as the head of the institution
believed that their presence unnecessarily invited boys to the library!
The academic implications of this
curfew had already been debated
back in 2014.
Thus, the passive consumers of
sexist ideology in fact indirectly or
intently become its spokespersons
later. A woman scholar from an
institute of national importance
states: “In a recent sports event, our
batch won the overall championship. One of the teammates, a
boy, said that the girls should go and
collect the trophy even though
they did not partake in the match.
When asked about the reason for
this he said that it was a compensation for cheering them which
came as an insult for all of us girls.
Our gestures of solidarity were
misread and our male friends considered us cheer girls”.
Despite clearing the UGC

National Eligibility Test (NET) and
securing a Master’s and a B. Ed.
Degree from two different central
universities, a woman lecturer was
reduced to her clothing by the management of College of Applied
Sciences (CAS), Kodungalloor,
Kerala. The lecturer refused to
meet the management’s condition
of wearing a saree and had to resign.
This incident resulted in the state’s
higher education department issuing a circular, in November 2021,
that clarified that the teachers do not
have to adhere to a particular dress
code.
It is embarrassing to understand
that the statutes of various Central
Universities, IITs and NITs carry
gendered language. The references
in these documents to the principal administrators like the Vice
Chancellor, Director, Deputy
Director and Registrar have taken
the personal pronoun ‘he’ with its
variant possessive forms wherever
required. Does it mean that there is
a predominant assumption about a
woman’s incapability to assume
positions of power? Or is it mandatory that a woman, if at all fortunate
to be in an office, compromises with
the male oriented linguistic constructions evident in these documents?
Sexist harassment and the prevailing misogynistic sentiments
around us certainly do have a negative impact on women’s personal
and professional development. It is
high time society, especially its
educational institutions, stopped
objectifying women as pleasing
gadgets/substances or as powerless
secondary citizens.
Gender equality is one of the
development goals that we need to
strive towards for a sustainable
society.

POINTCOUNTERPOINT
7>F8F8B7C746>E4A=>A703B7>F=
34<>2A0C82?A02C8240=33D438;864=248=
02C8=6>=>DA2018=4C´BA42><<4=30C8>=
°<070A0B7CA04G27845<8=8BC4A
D3370EC702:4A0H

34E4=3A0503=0E8B2>D;370E4142><42<
6>8=61HC74=D<14AB1DC74B7>F430
186740AC0=38C70=:78<
°<070A0B7CA02<34B86=0C4
4:=0C7B78=34

,QGLDOHDGVZLWKHIIHFWLYHFOLPDWHFKDQJHUHVSRQVH
*KIOYO\KSGTJGZKLUX3UJO-U\KXTSKTZNKRVKJ/TJOGZUYZKV[VIROSGZKINGTMKXKYVUTYK
n the May 2014 general
elections, after a gap of 24
years, a single party won the
absolute majority in the Lok
Sabha.
PM Modi gave the mantra
of “sabka sath, sabka vikas” for
governance. This helped in
unveiling the pro-poor and
gender sensitive schemes such
as Ujjawala and Swachch
Bharat, besides enactment of
triple talaq legislation. India’s
international stature also grew
significantly. PM Modi retained
power after the 2019 elections
with BJP and its allies in the
NDA winning 335 Lok Sabha
seats.
On forest and environment conservation, it is worthwhile to assess the performance of the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and
Climate Change. Policies of the
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Environment sector influence
the success of several programmes of different
Ministries. There is a mixed
bag of assessment.
Soon after taking over the
reign of administration the
first thing the Ministry urgently needed was to ensure transparency in granting forest and
environmental clearances.
Transparency is the hallmark of
corruption free governance.
The Ministry apart from other
steps had created a mechanism
under the ‘Parivesh’ portal
where all user agencies are
supposed to apply online for
environmental and forestry
clearances. It has ensured transparency, accountability, and
time bound performance and
thus made the clearance
process free from delay and red
tape. Procedures were simpli-

fied for quick and professional examination of proposals.
The changes ensured access of
services to all sections of the
people. While the poor people
in the villages got quick clearances at the Regional
offices/DFO levels for schools,
police outpost, hospitals and
other developmental works,
the industries and other public utility sectors, necessary
for infrastructure and development like water schemes, dams,
electricity and mining, got
timely clearances, which were
earlier delayed for several years.
In a major reform, the
Ministry in 2021 re-organized
its regional offices by restructuring the manpower, besides
constituting regional empowered committees so that interface with people and state governments improves for better

governance and cut delays.
The Forest Survey of India
recorded an 8021 square km
increase in overall forest and
tree cover amounting to one
percent jump in forest and
tree cover during 2015 to 2017.
Similarly, the trend continued
during 2019 to 2021 when the
forest and tree cover in the
country increased by 2261
square km, taking the country’s
forest and tree cover to 80.9
million hectares with 24.62
per cent of the geographic
area. The tiger population in
the country has witnessed a
steady increase from 2226 in
2014 to 2967 in the latest
assessment.
The
Compensator y
Afforestation and Management
Authority
(CAMPA)
Amendment Bill was languishing for a long time. The govern-

ment brought accountability
and streamlined the use of
CAMPA funds, amounting
more than Rs 80,000 crore.
More than Rs 48,000 crore
was released by December
2021 to 32 States which will
give impetus to increase the
forest cover.
The welfare of more than
10 crore tribal people is at the
core of the policy making of the
government. The Ministry has
signed a memorandum with
the Ministry of Tribal Affairs to
sort out the emerging issues
between the two Ministries in
the implementation of Forest
Right Act 2006. The Ministry
of Tribal Affairs in 2018
launched the ‘Van Dhan’
scheme in 2018 through
TRIFED. This cross cutting
scheme aims at increasing the
income of tribal people

engaged in the collection of
Minor Forest Products (MFPs)
through value addition of the
products through Minimum
Support Price (MSP) &
Development of value Chain
for MFPs in 340 districts of 27
states through 3225 Van Dhan
Vikas Kendras to 10 lakh tribals.
On the international stage,
PM Modi has assumed the
leadership role in the field of
climate change negotiations
and India is the voice of developing countries. India has solid
achievements in the field of
combating climate change. The
Prime Minister jointly with
French President Emanuel
Macron
created
an
International Solar Alliance to
combat climate change. India
has achieved its voluntary target of reducing emissions

intensity of its GDP by 21 per
cent over 2005 levels by 2020
and is poised to achieve 35 per
cent reduction well before the
target year of 2030 and carbon
neutrality by 2070. India is
home to 17 percent of the
world population but our emission footprint is only 4 per cent
compared with the developed
world’s 60 per cent with 17 per
cent population.
However, on the flip side
the Ministry has fallen in the
trap of a few foreign agencies
by promoting certification of
government forests. It will
compromise the sovereignty
of the country on our natural
resources and the Prime
Minister as well as External
Affairs Minister must caution
the Environment Minister
from ‘acting penny wise pound
foolish’.
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bout half of Americans believe
former President Donald Trump
should be charged with a crime
for his role in the US Capitol attack on
Jan. 6, 2021, a new poll shows. The survey from The Associated Press-NORC
Center for Public Affairs Research finds
that 48% of US adults say the former
president should be charged with a crime
for his role, while 31% say he should not
be charged. An additional 20% say they
don't know enough to have an opinion.
Fifty-eight per cent say Trump bears a
great deal or quite a bit of responsibility for what happened that day.
The poll was conducted after five
public hearings by the House committee,investigating Jan. 6, which has
sought to paint Trump's potential criminal culpability in the events that led to
deadly insurrection. But it was taken
before Tuesday's surprise hearing featuring former Trump White House aide
Cassidy Hutchinson. Her explosive testimony provided the most compelling
evidence yet that the former president
could be linked to a federal crime,
experts say.
Views on Trump's criminal liability break down predictably along party
lines, with 86% of Democrats but only
10% of Republicans saying Trump
should be charged with a crime. Among
Republicans, 68% say he should not be
charged and 21% say they don't know.
Still, the fact that nearly half the country believes he should be prosecuted is
a remarkable position for the former
president, pointing to the difficulties he
could face if he makes another run at
the White House in 2024.
For Ella Metze, a South Carolina
Democrat, Trump's culpability has
been clear from the beginning, when he
urged his supporters to march to the
Capitol on the morning of Jan. 6 and
“fight like hell.” “It was meant to provoke violence because he kept encouraging them," the 86-year-old told The
Associated Press. "As it happened, I

A

watched it all and I just thought why
doesn't somebody stop this? Why doesn't he stop this?”
Chris Schloemer, a Texas independent, agreed Trump holds responsibility for egging on the crowd with his
baseless claims of election fraud. But,
the 61-year-old doesn't lay the blame
solely on Trump. Schloemer feels
Republicans in Congress have a hand
in what happened that day, too: “I feel
like people were afraid of Donald
Trump, especially Republican politicians, and so they wouldn't rein him in,
and I think that just emboldened him."
And he's not alone. While views of
Trump's role have not changed since
December, Americans are somewhat
more likely now than they were then to
say Republicans in Congress were significantly responsible for the events of
Jan. 6. Forty-six percent say that now,
up slightly from 41% in December. An
additional 21% say GOP lawmakers had
some responsibility and 30% say they
were not responsible. The change in the
share saying Republicans in Congress
have a large amount of responsibility
was driven mostly by Democrats and
independents.

Ulysses Bryant, a Democrat from
Florida, said while he always believed
Trump and the rioters should be
charged with a crime, he hadn't known
of the involvement of congressional
Republicans until he began to follow the
hearings.
Close to 6 in 10 Americans — 56%
— say they followed news about the
congressional hearings. A smaller but
still sizeable share — 42% — say they
watched or listened.
The nine-member panel, comprised of seven Democrats and two
Republicans, has worked around the
clock for the past year to investigate the
connection between Trump and his
allies and the violence and chaos that
ensued on the Capitol. The public
hearing phase of their investigation is
meant to put all of that investigative
work on display to the American public in an effort to create a historical
record of what occurred.
Seventy-five percent of Democrats
and 42% of Republicans say they followed news about the hearings. More
Democrats than Republicans also say
they tuned in, 58% to 27%. The first of
the public hearings, which began in

early June, received high ratings for TV
viewership, though subsequent hearings
have received more modest ratings.
Kathlyn Keller, a retired investment
banker from San Francisco, is one of the
GOP voters who has tuned into the
hearings and still believes Trump holds
no responsibility for the events of that
day.
The 83-year-old thinks the only
people who should be charged are those
who brought weapons to the Capitol, or
anyone who got into the building and
caused damage inside. Trump “absolutely shouldn't be charged with anything,”
she told AP.
Nonetheless, the committee plans to
continue its congressional probe and
present new evidence in the coming
weeks to its many viewers, including the
most important one: Attorney General
Merrick Garland. Regardless of public
opinion about Trump's likely criminal
involvement, lawmakers continue to
face a stark reality: While they can
investigate Jan. 6 and issue subpoenas
to gather information, only the Justice
Department can bring criminal charges.
But there are clear signs in recent
weeks that the Justice Department
appears to be escalating its probe of proTrump efforts to overturn the 2020 election. Federal agents on Wednesday
seized the cell phone of Trump lawyer
John Eastman, who was the architect
behind a plan to pressure then-Vice
President Mike Pence into rejecting the
electoral college results.
Last week, authorities searched the
Virginia home of Jeffrey Clark, who was
known at the Justice Department to
champion Trump's false claims of election fraud. Agents also served subpoenas to the Republican Party chairmen
of Arizona, Nevada and Georgia, three
states that went for President Joe Biden
and where Trump allies created slates
of “alternate electors” intended to subvert the vote. And Republicans in two
other states — Michigan and
Pennsylvania — disclosed they had
been interviewed by the FBI.
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eligious leaders and others in
Savannah, Georgia's oldest
R
city, called Wednesday for the
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he number of new coronavirus cases rose by 18 per
T
cent in the last week, with more
than 4.1 million cases reported globally, according to the
World Health Organisation.
The UN health agency said
in its latest weekly report on the
pandemic that the worldwide
number of deaths remained relatively similar to the week
before, at about 8,500. COVIDrelated deaths increased in
three regions: the Middle East,
Southeast Asia and the
Americas. The biggest weekly
rise in new COVID-19 cases
was seen in the Middle East,
where they increased by 47 per
cent, according to the report
released late Wednesday.
Infections rose by about 32 per
cent in Europe and Southeast
Asia, and by about 14 per cent
in the Americas, WHO said.
WHO Director-General
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
said cases were on the rise in
110 countries, mostly driven by
the omicron variants BA.4 and
BA.5. “This pandemic is changing, but it's not over,” Tedros
said this week during a press
briefing. He said the ability to
track COVID-19's genetic evolution was “under threat” as
countries relaxed surveillance
and genetic sequencing efforts,

warning that would make it
more difficult to catch emerging and potentially dangerous
new variants.
He called for countries to
immunise their most vulnerable populations, including
health workers and people over
60, saying that hundreds of millions remain unvaccinated and
at risk of severe disease and
death. Tedros said that while
more than 1.2 billion COVID19 vaccines have been administered globally, the average
immunization rate in poor
countries is about 13 per cent.
“If rich countries are vaccinating children from as
young as six months old and
planning to do further rounds
of vaccination, it is incomprehensible to suggest that lowerincome countries should not
vaccinate and boost their most
at risk (people),” he said.
According to figures compiled by Oxfam and the
People's Vaccine Alliance, fewer
than half of the 2.1 billion vaccines promised to poorer countries by the Group of Seven
large economies have been
delivered. Earlier this month,
the US authorised COVID-19
vaccines for infants and
preschoolers, rolling out a
national immunisation plan
targeting 18 million of the
youngest children.

police chief's resignation and a
federal investigation into local
officer-involved shootings,
including one last week that left
a Black man dead.
The Georgia Bureau of
Investigation said it is independently investigating Friday's fatal
shooting of a man who officers
spotted walking around midday
in the middle of a street. The
man, Saudi Arai Lee, 31, of
Savannah, lived in the neighbourhood where the shooting
occurred.
"Family after family are crying because of sons or their
daughters shot down by this
police department and it must
stop," Elder James Johnson,
founder of the activist group
Racial Justice Network, said at a
news conference Wednesday.
"I don't know if it's the
training or a fear of a Black man,
but seems like they shoot and ask
questions later, and we cannot
and will not tolerate this," he said.
Officers approached Lee to
speak with him, the GBI said.
The agency said Lee immediately
showed them his wallet, saying
it contained his weapons permit,
and then lifted his shirt and
removed a weapon from a holster. Authorities said a short
chase followed and that Lee was
shot by Savannah Police Officer
Ernest Ferguson, who is white.
Officials said emergency medical
aid was rendered but Lee was
later pronounced dead at a hospital.
"This man had a legal concealed weapons permit and still
was shot down. It should never
be a death sentence (for) a Black
man for carrying a weapon,"
Johnson said.
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erdinand Marcos Jr., the namesake
F
son of an ousted dictator, praised
his father's legacy and glossed over its
violent past as he was sworn in as
Philippine president on Thursday
after a stunning election victory that
opponents say was pulled off by
whitewashing his family's image.
His rise to power, 36 years after an
army-backed “People Power” revolt
booted his father from office and into
global infamy, upends politics in the
Asian democracy, where a public
holiday, monuments and the
Philippine Constitution stand as
reminders of the end of Ferdinand
Marcos Sr.'s tyrannical rule.
But in his inaugural speech,
Marcos Jr. Defended the legacy of his
late father, who he said accomplished
many things that had not been done
since the country's independence.
"He got it done, sometimes with
the needed support, sometimes without. So will it be with his son,” he said
to applause from his supporters in the
crowd. “You will get no excuses from
me.”
“My father built more and better

roads, produced more rice than all
administrations before his,” Marcos Jr.
Said.
He praised the infrastructure projects by his predecessor, Rodrigo
Duterte, who ended his six-year term
also with a legacy of violence, strongman rule and contempt for those who
stood in his path.
The new president called for
unity, saying “we will go farther
together than against each other. He
did not touch on the human rights
atrocities and plunder his father was
accused of, saying he would not talk
about the past but the future.
Activists and survivors of the
martial law era under his father
protested Marcos Jr.'s inauguration,
which took place at a noontime ceremony at the steps of the National
Museum in Manila.
Thousands of police officers,
including anti-riot contingents, SWAT
commandos and snipers, were
deployed in the bayside tourist district
for security.
Chinese Vice President Wang
Qishan and US Vice President Kamala
Harris's husband Doug Emhoff were
among foreign dignitaries who attend-

ed the event that featured a 21-gun
salute, a military parade and air force
jet fly-bys.
“Wow is this really happening?”
asked Bonifacio Ilagan, a 70-year-old
activist who was detained and severely tortured by counterinsurgency
forces during the elder Marcos's rule.
“For victims of martial law like me,
this is a nightmare.”
Marching in the streets, the protesters displayed placards that read,
”Never again to martial law” and
“Reject Marcos-Duterte”.

Such historical baggage and antagonism stand to hound Marcos Jr.
During a six-year presidency beginning at a time of intense crises.
The Philippines has been among
the countries worst-hit in Asia by the
two-year coronavirus pandemic, after
more than 60,000 deaths and extended lockdowns sent the economy to its
worst recession since World War II
and worsened poverty, unemployment
and hunger.
As the pandemic was easing early
this year, Russia's invasion of Ukraine

sent global inflation soaring and
sparked fears of food shortages.
Last week, Marcos Jr. Announced
he would serve as secretary of agriculture temporarily after he takes
office to prepare for possible food
supply emergencies.
He also inherits decades-old
Muslim and communist insurgencies,
crime, gaping inequality and political
divisions inflamed by his election.
Congress last month proclaimed
his landslide victory, as well as that of
his running mate Sara Duterte, the
daughter of the outgoing president, in
the vice-presidential race.
“I ask you all pray for me, wish me
well. I want to do well because when
the president does well, the country
does well,” he said after his congressional proclamation. Marcos Jr.
Received more than 31 million votes
and Sara Duterte more than 32 million of the more than 55 million votes
cast in the May 9 election — massive
victories that will provide them robust
political capital as they face tremendous challenges as well as doubts arising from their fathers' reputations. It
was the first majority presidential victory in the Philippines in decades.
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srael's experiment with the
most diverse political alliance
ranging from the Left, Centre
and Right to even an Islamist
Arab party finally came to an
end on Thursday with the
Knesset voting to disperse itself
in an overwhelming 92-0 vote,
clearing the way for fresh polls
— the fifth in less than four
years. The “anti-Netanyahu”
glue (the resolve to keep former
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu away from power)
that kept the diverse partners
with sharp ideological differences together for a little more
than a year finally gave in
under the weight of its incompatibility.
Uncomfortable members
kept the government on its toes
all through its stint and chose
to go with “their conscience”
finally making it untenable
while the Netanyahu bloc
remained loyal to him, blocking the government even on
issues which otherwise gelled
along with their ideology.
The decision to dissolve the
120-member
Knesset
(Parliament) came right up to
the wire, as Israel stood on the
threshold of entering an

I
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ndirect
negotiations
between Iran and the US
over Tehran's tattered nuclear
deal with world powers ended
Wednesday in Qatar after failing to make significant
progress amid a growing crisis over the Islamic Republic's
atomic program, diplomats
said.
The Doha talks broke up
after two days without any sign
of a breakthrough, months
after talks in Vienna among all
of the deal's parties went on
“pause."
In the time since, Iran
shut off surveillance cameras
of international inspectors and
now has enough highenriched uranium to potentially fashion into at least one
nuclear bomb if it chose.
And with Iran and the US
blaming each other for the
talks' failure, it remains
unclear when — or if — there
will be another round of negotiations.
European Union mediator
Enrique Mora on Twitter
described as “intense” the two

I

unprecedented and chaotic
legal situation on the West
Bank.
Israel set up Israeli legal
status for settlers in the West
Bank, while creating separate
legal treatment for Palestinians
living in the same locations,
through emergency regulations that were put in place in
1967 and must be renewed
every five years.
The current regulations
were to expire Thursday at
midnight and in one of the
events that precipitated the
coalition's demise, the government was unable to muster
support to pass the renewal
against an opposition determined to block even laws it ide-

ologically supports in order to
bring about the government's
end. Israel's Knesset voted to
disband itself on Thursday
morning, sending the country
reeling toward its fifth election
since 2019. The last general
election was held in March
2021. Parliament voted to disperse 92–0, setting the next
round of elections on
November 1.
The coalition agreement
paves the way for Foreign
Minister and Alternate Prime
Minister Yair Lapid, 58, to formally succeed as Prime
Minister at midnight when
Naftali Bennett, 50, assumes
the role of an Alternate Prime
Minister.

days of talks in Doha.
"Unfortunately, not yet the
progress the EU team as coordinator had hoped-for," Mora
wrote. “We will keep working
with even greater urgency to
bring back on track a key deal
for non-proliferation and
regional stability.”
Mora's comments came
hours after the semiofficial
Tasnim news agency, believed
to be close to Iran's hard-line
Revolutionar y
Guard,
described the negotiations as
finished hours before they
ended and having “no effect
on breaking the deadlock in
the talks.”
Tasnim claimed that the
American position did not
include “a guarantee for Iran
benefiting economically from
the deal,” quoting what it
described as unnamed
“informed sources.”
“Washington is seeking to
revive the (deal) in order to
limit Iran without economic
achievement for our country,”
the Tasnim report claimed. A
key sticking point has been
American sanctions targeting
the Guard.
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isgraced R&B superstar R.
Kelly was sentenced
D
Wednesday to 30 years in prison
for using his fame to sexually
abuse young fans, including
some who were just children, in
a systematic scheme that went
on for decades.
Through tears and anger,
several of Kelly's accusers told a
court in New York City, and the
singer himself, that he had misled and preyed upon them.
“You made me do things
that broke my spirit. I literally
wished I would die because of
how low you made me feel,” said
one unnamed survivor, directly addressing Kelly, who kept his
hands folded and his eyes downcast. “Do you remember that?”
she asked.
Kelly, 55, didn't give a statement and showed no reaction on
hearing his penalty, which also
included a $100,000 fine. He has
denied wrongdoing, and he
plans to appeal his conviction.
The Grammy-winning, multiplatinum-selling songwriter was
found guilty last year of racketeering and sex trafficking at a
trial that gave voice to accusers
who had previously wondered if
their stories were being ignored
because they were Black women.
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hinese leader Xi Jinping
arrived in Hong Kong on
C
Thursday ahead of the 25th
anniversary of the British handover and after a two-year
transformation bringing the
city more tightly under
Communist Party control. It is
Xi's first trip outside of mainland China in nearly 2 ½ years.
Supporters waving Chinese
and Hong Kong flags chanted
“Welcome, welcome! Warm
welcome!” as Xi's train pulled
into the train station.
Xi and his wife, Peng
Liyuan, were welcomed by city
leader Carrie Lam as they
alighted the train. Xi waved at
supporters who welcomed him
on the platform, and later
greeted John Lee, the city's
incoming leader, and Leung
Chun-ying, a former chief
executive of the city, along
with other officials.
“I'm very happy to be in
Hong Kong," Xi said in a
speech at the Hong Kong West
Kowloon train station. “It's
been five years since I last visited, and in the past five years
I've been paying attention to
and thinking about Hong
Kong."
Under Xi's leadership,
China has reshaped Hong
Kong in the past two years,
cracking down on protest and
freedom of speech and introducing a more patriotic curriculum in schools. The
changes have all but eliminated opposition voices and driven
many to leave.
Hong Kong and nearby
Macao are special administrative regions that are governed
separately from the rest of
China, known as the Chinese
mainland.

Xi has not left China since
the COVID-19 pandemic took
hold. China has maintained a
strict “zero-COVID” policy
that aims to keep the virus out.
Xi's last overseas trip was to
Myanmar in January 2020.
At the train station, Xi
said Hong Kong has overcome
many challenges over the years
and had been “reborn from the
ashes” with “vigorous vitality.”
“As long as we stick to the
one country, two systems'
framework, Hong Kong will
certainly have a brighter future
and will make new and bigger
contributions to the great rejuvenation of the Chinese people,” he said.
Later Thursday, Xi is
expected to visit the Hong
Kong Science Park before
meeting with pro-Beijing
politicians and tycoons, and
then attend a closed-door banquet hosted by Lam, the outgoing chief executive, according to local newspaper South
China Morning Post.
Both Xi and Peng are likely to spend Thursday night in
the Chinese city of Shenzhen —
15 minutes away from Hong
Kong by high-speed train —
and return to the city on Friday
morning to attend the July 1
events. On Friday, Xi will
attend a ceremony marking
Hong Kong's return to Chinese
rule on July 1, 1997 and officiate an inauguration ceremony
for the new government led by
incoming leader Lee.
Ahead of his arrival in
Hong Kong, thousands of
guests — including top officials, lawmakers and diplomats — checked in to quarantine hotels earlier this week and
have been taking daily nucleic
acid tests as part of coronavirus
precautions.
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ussia on Thursday pulled
back its forces from a
strategically placed Black
Sea island where they have
faced relentless Ukrainian
attacks, but kept up its push to
encircle the last bulwark of
Ukraine's resistance in the eastern province of Luhansk.
Russia's Defense Ministry
said it withdrew its forces from
the Zmiyinyy (Snake) Island off
Ukraine's Black Sea port of
Odesa in what it described as
a “goodwill gesture.” Ukraine's
military said the Russians fled
the island in two speedboats
following a barrage of
Ukrainian artillery and missile
strikes. Russian Defense
Ministry spokesman Lt. Gen.
Igor Konashenkov insisted that
the withdrawal was intended to
demonstrate that “the Russian
Federation wasn't hampering
the United Nations' efforts to
establish a humanitarian corridor for taking agricultural
products from the territory of
Ukraine.”
Ukraine and the West have
accused Russian of blockading
Ukrainian ports to prevent
exports of grain, contributing
to the global food crisis.
Russia has denied the accusations and charged that
Ukraine needs to remove sea
mines from the Black Sea to
allow safe navigation.
Turkey has sought to broker a deal on unblocking grain
exports from Ukraine, but the
talks have dragged on without
any sign of quick progress,
with Kyiv voicing concern that
Russia could use the deal to
launch an attack on Odesa.
Russia took control of the
island that sits along a busy
shipping lane in the opening
days of the war in apparent
hope to use it as a staging

R

ground for an attack on Odesa.
The island came to epitomise the Ukrainian resistance
to the Russian invasion, when
Ukrainian troops there
received a demand from a
Russian warship to surrender
or face bombardment. “Russian
warship,” the answer came
back, “go (expletive) yourself.”
The Ukrainian defenders
of the island were captured by
the Russians but later freed as
part of a prisoner exchange.
After the island was taken,
the Ukrainian military relentlessly bombarded a small
Russian garrison and air
defense assets stationed there.
In the east of Ukraine on
Thursday, Moscow kept up its
push to take control of the
entire Donbas region.
It is focused on the city of

Lysychansk, the last remaining
Ukrainian stronghold in the
Luhansk province. Russian
troops and their separatist
allies control 95% of Luhansk
and about half of Donetsk, the
two provinces that make up the
mostly Russian-speaking
Donbas.
The Ukrainian General
Staff said that the Russian
troops
were
shelling
Lysychansk and clashing with
Ukrainian defenders around an
oil refinery on the edge of the
city.
Luhansk Gov. Serhiy
Haidai said Russian reconaissance units tried to enter
Lysychansk Wednesday, but
were repelled by Ukrainian
forces. He said the Russians
were trying to block a highway
used to deliver supplies and

fully encircle the city.
“The Russians have thrown
practically all their forces to
seize the city,” Haidai said.
Speaking on a visit to
Turkmenistan early Thursday,
Russian President Vladimir
Putin said his goals in Ukraine
haven't changed since the start
of the war. He said they were
“the liberation of the Donbas,
the protection of these people
and the creation of conditions
that would guarantee the security of Russia itself.” He made
no mention of his original
stated goals to “demilitarise”
and “de-Nazify” Ukraine.
He denied Russia had
adjusted its strategy after failing to take Kyiv in the early
stage of the conflict. “As you
can see, the troops are moving
and reaching the marks that

were set for them for a certain
stage of this combat work.
Everything is going according
to plan,” Putin said at a news
conference in Turkmenistan.
Funerals were to be held
Thursday for some of the 18
people confirmed killed by
Monday's Russian missile strike
on a busy shopping mall in the
central city of Kremenchuk.
Crews continued to search
through the rubble in search of
another 20 people who remain
missing.
Ukrainian State Emergency
Services press officer Svitlana
Rybalko told The Associated
Press that along with the 18
bodies, investigators found
fragments of eight more bodies. It was not immediately clear
whether that meant there were
more victims. A number of sur-

vivors suffered severed limbs.
After the attack on the
mall, Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy accused
Russia of becoming a “terrorist” state. On Wednesday, he
reproached NATO for not
embracing or equipping his
embattled country more fully.
He asked for more modern
artillery systems and other
weapons and warned the
NATO leaders they either had
to provide Ukraine with the
help it needed to defeat Russia
or “face a delayed war between
Russia and yourself.”
On Thursday, Sweden
announced plans to send more
military support to Ukraine,
including anti-tank weapons,
support weapons and demining
equipment that it says Kyiv had
requested. “It is important that
the support to Ukraine from
the democratic countries in
Europe is continuous and longterm,” Defense Minister Peter
Hultqvist said, according to the
Swedish news agency TT.
Hultqvist didn't say when
and how the equipment would
be delivered . Sweden was
invited at a NATO summit this
week to join the Western military alliance.
Russia, shunned by the
West, has been intent on bolstering ties elsewhere. On
Thursday, Iranian state media
said that Iran has proposed
expanding financial exchanges
with Russia as well as cooperating in the energy field within a framework independent of
the Western financial exchange
system, while both countries
are under heavy sanctions.
Iranian President Ebrahim
Raisi and Putin met on the
sidelines of a summit of the
Caspian Sea Littoral States in
Ashgabat, Turkmenistan, staterun IRNA news agency reported on Thursday.

8.WRJLYHPRUH
PLOLWDU\VXSSRUW
IRU8NUDLQH

?C8Q ;>=3>=

he UK will provide another 1 billion pounds of milT
itary support to Ukraine,
British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson announced at a NATO
Leaders' Summit in Madrid on
Thursday.
This latest funding has
been dubbed a new phase in
the international community's
support to Ukraine. It will go
towards capabilities including
sophisticated air defence systems, uncrewed aerial vehicles,
innovative new electronic warfare equipment and thousands
of pieces of vital kit for
Ukrainian soldiers.
"[Russian President]
Putin's brutality continues to
take Ukrainian lives and threaten peace and security across
Europe,” said Johnson.
"As Putin fails to make the
gains he had anticipated and
hoped for and the futility of this
war becomes clear to all, his
attacks against the Ukrainian
people are increasingly barbaric. UK weapons, equipment and training are transforming Ukraine's defences
against this onslaught. And
we will continue to stand
squarely behind the Ukrainian
people to ensure Putin fails in
Ukraine,” he said.
Downing Street said the
funding represents the first
step in enabling Ukraine to go

beyond their valiant defence
against the illegal Russian invasion to mounting offensive
operations against Russian
ground forces in order to
restore Ukrainian sovereignty.
The latest announcement
brings the total UK military
support since the outbreak of
war to 2.3 billion pounds –
more than any country other
than the United States.
Support so far includes
more than 5,000 NLAW antitank missiles made in Northern
Ireland, long-range multiple
launch rocket systems, artillery
systems, including 155mm self
propelled guns, and rapid
design and production of short
to medium range persistent loitering munitions by a UK
start-up company.
Last week, the prime minister also announced the UK
was offering a comprehensive
new training programme to the
Ukrainian Armed Forces, helping them build long-term
endurance in the face of continuing Russian barbarism.
"Britain's commitment to
Ukraine is real and constant
and we will stand by them until
Russia changes course. This
military assistance will help
them intensify their fight
against Russian aggression and
ensure they have the defence
capabilities they need,” said
UK Defence Secretary Ben
Wallace.
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mos Hochstein, President
Joe Biden's point man for
A
global energy problems, says he
knows that transitioning away
from the climate-wrecking pollution of fossil fuels is the only
way to go. He advocates
urgently for renewable energy,
for energy-smart thermostats
and heat pumps.
But when it comes to tackling the pressing energy challenges presented by Russia's
war on Ukraine, Hochstein
also can sound like nothing as
much as the West's oilfield
roustabout, taking a giant pipe
wrench to the world's near-crisis-level energy shortfalls.
Appearing before a Senate
Foreign Relations subcommittee this month on US help in
Europe's Russian-fueled energy problems, Hochstein spoke
enthusiastically of prospects
for a new floating natural gas
terminal in Albania, new gas
connections elsewhere in the
Balkans.

that was partially destroyed in
the early weeks of the Russian
invasion.
Surrounded by tall pine
trees, the school's broken windows offer glimpses of abandoned classrooms that are
unlikely to see students again
anytime soon. It is just one of
many buildings in Yahidne
that were shattered by the war.
But this village and others
are gradually returning to life
a few months after Russian
troops retreated from the
northern Chernihiv region.
Now people are repairing
homes, and the sound of construction tools fills the air.
Volunteers from all over
Ukraine, and from other countries, are coming to help
because there is so much to do
before another winter
approaches. Among the workers are a copywriter and a
cameraman who have been
repairing the roof of the apartment block in front of the
school for several days under a
scorching sun.
Denys Ovcharenko, 31,
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ussian President Vladimir
Putin shot back at Western
R
leaders who mocked his athletic exploits, saying they would
look “disgusting” if they tried
to emulate his bare-torso
appearances.
Putin made the comment
during a visit to Turkmenistan
early on Thursday when asked
about Western leaders joking
about him at the G7 summit.
As they sat down for talks,
British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson jested that G7 leaders
could take their clothes off to
"show that we're tougher than
Putin” amid Russia-West tensions over Moscow's military
action in Ukraine.
Canadian premier Justin
Trudeau joked that Western
leaders could try to match

Putin's naked torso pictures
with a “bare-chested horseback
riding display”, one of his widely publicised athletic adventures.
Speaking to reporters,
Putin retorted that, unlike him,
Western leaders abuse alcohol
and don't do sports.
“I don't know how they
wanted to get undressed, above
or below the waist," he said.
"“But I think it would be a disgusting sight in any case.”

and Denys Huschyk, 43, came
from the capital, Kyiv. They
joined a volunteer building
organization called Dobrobat,
a name that combines “dobro,”
or kindness, with “bat” for
battalion. The men and 22
other volunteers help their
compatriots return to their
homes as soon as possible.
“While the guys are protecting us, we work here,”

Huschyk said, referring to
troops at the front.
No one in the village yet
plans to rebuild the school,
which was used by the Russians
as a base. Villagers prefer not
to mention the place at all.
Most of Yahidne's residents — almost 400 people —
spent a month in the school's
basement, where they were
held around the clock as

human shields to protect
against an attack by the
Ukrainian army.
Only occasionally did the
Russian troops allow villagers
to climb upstairs and enter the
yard. But that was not
enough. Ten people died in
the dark, crowded basement.
Survivors blame the lack of
fresh air.
The Russians left the vil-
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vidence suggests twin Russian airstrikes
deliberately targeted a theater being used as
E
a shelter in the besieged city of Mariupol, the
rights group Amnesty International said in a
report released Thursday.
The report condemned the attack as a war
crime. Amnesty said there was no evidence that
the Donetsk Academic Regional Drama Theater
was a base of operations for Ukrainian soldiers
and every indication that it was a haven for civilians seeking protection from weeks of relentless shellings and airstrikes.
The March 16 airstrike devastated the
building, collapsing its rear and side walls directly onto a field kitchen used as a community
gathering space for food, water and scarce news
about evacuations and the war.
City officials initially estimated around 300
dead. An Associated Press investigation found
the attack may have killed closer to 600 people inside and outside the building. Most of the
two dozen survivors and witnesses AP interviewed put the number even higher.
Researchers for Amnesty International
identified 12 of the dead.
Those who bore witness "saw bodies,
remains of bodies. And that's how we can try
to reconstruct. But the truth is that we will never
know the truth. We will never get the final fig-

ure. And what is more or horrifying for me is
that we will never know the whole names," said
Oksana Pokalchuk, Amnesty's director general for Ukraine.
The Amnesty team interviewed 52 survivors and first-hand witnesses, about half of
whom were either in the theater or nearby.
Using satellite imagery from that morning, they
determined that the sky was consistently clear
enough for any pilot to see the word "CHILDREN" written in giant Cyrillic letters in the
building's front and back.
Physicists and weapons analysts examined
imagery of the debris and determined that two
500 kilogram bombs dropped from a Russian
jet were the most likely munition. Their finding was consistent with the testimony from multiple witnesses who told The Associated Press
they had heard two explosions.

athletes and programmers.
About 80% of them have no
experience in construction.
Yahidne is just one of the
villages in northern Ukraine
that suffered from Russia's
aggression. And Dobrobat is
just one of the groups responding, sometimes drawing volunteers from beyond Ukraine.
A father and son from the
Czech Republic decided to
spend their annual family trip
in Ukraine this year. Michal
and Daniel Kahle see each
other for only a few weeks each
summer, as the son studies in
the United States.
“We wanted to do something meaningful instead of just
being tourists,” said Daniel,
21.
That's how they came to
the town of Makariv in the Kyiv
region. Many buildings there
were destroyed or damaged in

restore damaged buildings in
eastern Ukraine. For several
days, together with young
people from different parts of
Ukraine, they worked to
rebuild the Makariv fire
department, which was hit by
an artillery shell on March 12.
“It's a long game. We cannot pause our lives, sit at
home and wait for the war to
end,” said Tetyana Symkovych,
the volunteer group's coordinator in Makariv. Many
Ukrainians volunteer because
they want to be helpful. But
that is not the only reason
Yulia Kapustienko comes to
the fire department every

“I saw dead bodies and
burned houses. Still, when I
see a normal house, I automatically imagine what will
happen to it after the rocket
hits," she said. “It is impossible to erase this from your
mind. But at the same time, I
try not to get stuck in the past,
so it is important for me to do
something, to take responsibility.” The 23-year-old is originally from Horlivka in the
eastern Donetsk region. Her
first experience of armed
occupation was in 2014. After
that, she cried for three years,
unable to endure the loss of
her hometown.
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New Delhi: The growth of
eight core infrastructure sectors
expanded by 18.1 per cent in
May against 16.4 per cent in the
year-ago period, according to
official data released on
Thursday.
The output of eight infrastructure sectors of coal, crude
oil, natural gas, refinery products, fertiliser, steel, cement and
electricity had expanded by 9.3
per cent in April 2022, the data
showed. In May, the output of
coal, crude oil, refinery products, fertiliser, cement and electricity rose by 25.1 per cent, 4.6
per cent, 16.7 per cent, 22.8 per
cent, 26.3 per cent and 22 per
cent, respectively.
Growth rate in the production of natural gas and
steel slowed down by 7 per cent
and 15 per cent in the month
under review as compared to
20.1 per cent and 55.2 per cent,
respectively in May 2021.
Cumulatively, during
April-May 2022-23, the output
of these eight sectors declined
to 13. 6 per cent as compared
to 36.3 per cent during AprilMay 2021-22.
PTI
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Mumbai: Benchmark indices
ended on a flat note on
Thursday as fag-end selling
wiped out intra-day gains amid
weak global trends.
The BSE benchmark
Sensex slipped 8.03 points or
0.02 per cent to settle at
53,018.94. During the day, it
had gained 350.57 points or
0.66 per cent to 53,377.54.
Similarly, the broader NSE
Nifty fell 18.85 points or 0.12
per cent to close at 15,780.25.
Tech Mahindra was the
biggest laggard in the Sensex
pack, dropping 2.09 per cent,
followed by Bajaj Finance, Bajaj
Finserv, Tata Steel, IndusInd
Bank, HCL Tech and M&M.
In contrast, Axis Bank,
SBI, Kotak Mahindra Bank,
NTPC, Larsen & Toubro and
Reliance Industries were
among the prominent gainers,
rising up to 1.74 per cent.

"Asian and European markets struggled to regain footing
amid global recession fears,
leading to a resurgent US dollar, which benefitted from safehaven demand. FII selling nearing exhaustion provided comfort to the jittery Indian market," said Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit Financial
Services. Elsewhere in Asia,
markets in Tokyo, Seoul and
Hong Kong ended lower, while
Shanghai settled in the green.
European markets were
trading lower in mid-session
deals. "The undertone remains
bearish due to weak global cues
and persistent foreign fund
outflows. There is so much
uncertainty that traders don't
want to risk placing huge bullish bets," said Shrikant
Chouhan, Head of Equity
Research (Retail), Kotak
Securities Ltd.
PTI
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New Delhi: The Securities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebi)
on Thursday ordered attachment of bank accounts as well
as share and mutual fund
accounts of an individual to
recover investors' dues totalling
Rs 73.58 lakh in the matter
related to trading in Acclaim
Industries shares.
The recovery proceedings
against Abhishek Mehta for Rs
73.58 lakh includes interest of
12 per cent per annum i.E Rs
38.82 lakh (August 2012 to
November 2021), all costs,
charges and expenses, Sebi
said. In its notice, Sebi asked
banks, depositories and mutual funds not to allow any debit
from the accounts of Mehta.
However, credits have been
permitted.
Further, the markets
watchdog has directed all banks
to attach all accounts including
lockers held by the defaulters.
There is sufficient reason
to believe that the defaulter
may dispose of the securities in
the account held by you and
realisation of amount due
under the certificate would in
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consequence be delayed or
obstructed, Sebi said.
In order to protect the
interest of investors, it is necessary to attach the assets of the
defaulters, including bank,
demat accounts and mutual
fund investments, to prevent
any alienation of the same, it
added.
In December 2018, the
regulator directed Mehta to disgorge the wrongful gain of Rs
34.74 lakh along with further
interest of 12 per cent per
annum from August 2012 till
the date of payment.
According to Sebi, Mehta
changed his shareholding after
the company's board approved
the proposal of the firm's merger with Database Software
Technology (DSTP) in January
2012.
Further, the board decided not to merge the firm with
DSTPL.However the decision
was not informed to the
exchange.Moreover, the information was misleading as the
decision of cancellation of
merger was already taken in
earlier months, Sebi said. PTI

New Delhi: Amid the rupee
declining against the US dollar,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Thursday said
the Indian currency is relatively
better placed than other global currencies against the greenback.
Emerging market currencies have been falling against
the dollar amid geopolitical
tensions in the wake of the
Russia-Ukraine war, concerns
over growth, high global crude
prices, sustained inflation and
central banks worldwide adopting hawkish monetary policy
approach.
"We are relatively better
placed. We are not a closed
economy. We are part of the
globalised world. So, we will be
impacted (by global developments)," the finance minister
said on the sidelines of an event
here.
She was responding to a
question on the movement of
rupee against the dollar.
In its Financial Stability
Report (FSR) released on
Thursday, the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) said the rupee has
performed relatively better than
its peers.
"While the Indian Rupee
(INR) has been subjected to
bouts of downward pressure, it
has emerged among the better
performing currencies relative
to peers," the 25th FSR report
said.The rupee breached the
psychologically significant level
of 79 per dollar level for the first
time ever on Wednesday and
has also hit a series of lifetime
lows this month.
PTI
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New Delhi: The Central
Government's fiscal deficit at
the end of May stood at 12.3
per cent of the annual budget
target for 2022-23, mainly due
to higher expenditure, according to official data released on
Thursday.
Fiscal deficit is the difference
between total expenditure and
revenue of the government. It is
an indication of the total borrowings that are needed by the
government. The fiscal deficit
was at 8.2 per cent of the Budget
Estimate (RE) of 2021-22 during the corresponding period.
In actual terms, the deficit
was at Rs 2,03,921 crore at the
end of May, as per the data
released by the Controller
General of Accounts (CGA).
The country's fiscal deficit
is projected at 6.4 per cent of
the GDP for this fiscal ending
March 2023 as against 6.71 per
cent for the previous year.

the Indian economy remains
on the path of recovery, though
inflationary pressures, external
spillovers and geopolitical risks
warrant careful handling and
close monitoring," the report
said. The report observed that
the outlook for the global economy is shrouded by considerable uncertainty because of
the war in Europe, front-loaded
monetary policy normalisation by central banks in
response to persistently high
inflation and multiple waves of
the coronavirus pandemic.

Regarding the banking
sector, it said the Capital to Risk
weighted Assets Ratio (CRAR)
of Scheduled Commercial
Banks (SCBs) rose to a new
high of 16.7 per cent while their
Gross Non Performing Assets
(GNPA) ratio fell to a six-year
low of 5.9 per cent in March
2022.
Macro stress tests for credit risk reveal that SCBs would
be able to comply with the minimum capital requirements
even under severe stress scenarios, it added.
PTI

Mumbai: Reser ve Bank
Governor Shaktikanta Das on
Thursday described cryptocurrencies as "clear danger"
and said that anything that
derives value based on make
believe, without any underlying, is just speculation under a
sophisticated name.
The Government is in the
process of finalising a consultation paper on cryptocurrencies after gathering inputs from
various stakeholders and institutions.
Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has been flagging concerns about cryptocurrencies,
which are seen as a highly speculative asset.
In the foreword to the 25th
issue of the Financial Stability
Report (FSR) released on
Thursday, Das also said that as
the financial system gets
increasingly digitalised, cyber
risks are growing and need special attention.
"We must be mindful of
the emerging risks on the horizon. Cryptocurrencies are a
clear danger. Anything that
derives value based on make
believe, without any underlying, is just speculation under a
sophisticated name," Das said.
In recent weeks, cryptocurrencies, which are not
back by any underlying value,
have witnessed massive volatility amid global uncertainties.
RBI first come out with a
circular regarding cryptocurrencies in 2018 and had barred
entities regulated by it from
dealing in such instruments.
However, in early 2020,
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es are 10% every year in India
compared to 1-2% in Scotland
due to difference in climate
conditions.
If the cost difference is
fundamental and beyond the
control of industry then a level
playing field must reflect that
in tariff. We believe that the tariff should not go below 100%
now and below 50% in foreseeable
future,”
he
added.
The CIABC has also
strongly argued against any
preferential duty to scotch
imported in bulk. It said that
out of the total 2.7 crore litres
of bulk scotch imported in
during 2019-20, only 25% was
used for blending with Indian
products and rest was used for
just repacking it in India as finished product.
“Any special concessions
for scotch whisky imported in
bulk on grounds it is used for
blending with domestic products is an eyewash and cover
for packing the same product
in India,” Giri said.
CIABC has also demanded that products under $5 per
bottle of 750 ml should not be
given duty concessions.

Supreme Court struck down
the circular.
While regulatory clarity is
yet to emerge with respect to
the cryptocurrency space in the
country, the government is
working to finalise a consultation paper on cryptocurrencies
with inputs from various stakeholders and institutions,
including the World Bank and
the IMF.
In the foreword of the FSR,
Das also said that while technology has supported the reach
of the financial sector and its
benefits must be fully harnessed, its potential to disrupt
financial stability has to be
guarded against.
"As the financial system gets
increasingly digitalised, cyber
risks are growing and need special attention," he noted.
Regarding the economy,
he said it is skewed towards
global spillovers and geopolit-

ical tensions.
The Indian financial system exhibits underlying robustness and resilience to withstand
these shocks. "Our endeavour
is to face all challenges, external and internal, with strength
and innovative solutions for the
Indian financial system," he
added. A noteworthy feature of
the current situation is the
overall resilience of Indian
financial institutions, which
should stand the economy in
good stead as it strengthens its
prospects. This reflects a combination of good governance
and risk management practices,
he said.
According to him, the
stress test results presented in
the FSR demonstrate that
banks are well positioned to
withstand even severe stress
scenarios without falling below
the minimum capital requirement.
PTI
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ith the trade negotiations between the India
and UK gaining pace, the
Confederation of Indian
Alcoholic Beverage Companies
(CIABC), a body of the Indian
alcoholic beverage manufacturers, has written to the Union
Minister for Commerce &
Industry and the team negotiating FTA to ensure that United
Kingdom (UK) removes NonTariff Measures (NTM) used by
it to prevent Indian
products from entering their
market.
According to Vinod Giri,
Director General, CIABC: “An
FTA must ensure equal opportunities and level playing field
for both sides, and no misuse
by either side.
Unless UK agrees to
remove minimum maturation
requirement for Indian whisky
which is used to block whisky

from India, the largest producer of whisky in the world,
the FTA will be a one-way affair
with no benefit to India.”
CIABC maintains that the
UK uses the condition of minimum 3 years maturity for
whisky to unfairly protect its
own industry.
“India is a major whisky
producing country and yet out
of the 70 lakh cases of whisky
exported from India every year,
not even 10,000 make it to the
UK. It is so because the condition of minimum 3 years maturity means 30% loss of the spirit due to evaporation which in
turn makes Indian products
just uncompetitive.
There is sufficient technical evidence in public domain
which establishes that whisky
matures 3-5 times faster in
Indian climate and the effect of
3 years maturation in the UK
can be achieved in just 6-9
months in India,” Giri
noted.
Giri further said it costs 5075% more to produce a product in India compared to
Scotland. “Capital costs 8-10%
in India compared to just 2-3%
in Scotland. Evaporation loss-
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New Delhi: Coffee shipments
from India, Asia's third-largest
producer and exporter, rose 19
per cent to 2,24,293 tonne in
the first half of the current calendar year, according to Coffee
Board.The country had exported 1,88,736 tonnes in the yearago period.
India ships both robusta
and Arabica varieties, besides
instant coffee. According to the
Board's latest data, the shipment of Robusta coffee jumped
39.43 per cent to 1,32,852
tonne during January-June
2022 from 95,280 tonne in the
same period last year.

Mumbai: The Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) on Thursday said
the Indian economy is well on
the path of recovery even
though inflationary pressures
and geopolitical risks warrant
careful handling and close
monitoring of the situation.
The RBI's 25th Financial
Stability Report (FSR) also said
banks as well as non-banking
financial institutions have sufficient capital buffers to withstand shocks.
"Notwithstanding the challenges from global spillovers,

As per the data, the total
receipts of the government at
the end of May was at Rs 3.81
lakh crore or 16.7 per cent of
the BE for 2022-23. The collection was about 18 per cent
of the BE of 2021-22 in the corresponding period last fiscal.
In May, the tax (net) revenue was at 15.9 per cent of the
BE of 2022-23. It was 15.1 per
cent of the BE 2021-22 in the
year-ago period. In actual
terms, the net tax revenue
stood at Rs 3,07,589 crore during April-May 2022-23.
As per the data, the central government's total expenditure at the end of May stood
at Rs 5.85 lakh crore or 14.8 per
cent of this year's BE. It was
13.7 per cent of the BE in the
corresponding period.
For 2022-23, the fiscal
deficit of the government is
estimated to be Rs 16,61,196
crore.
PTI
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New Delhi: Gold in the
national capital on Thursday
fell by Rs 323 to Rs 50,572 per
10 grams, according to HDFC
securities.
In the previous trade, the
precious metal settled at Rs
50,895 per 10 grams.

Silver also tumbled by Rs
776 to Rs 59,377 per kg from
Rs 60,153 per kg in the previous trade.
In the international market, both gold and silver were
trading flat at USD 1,815 per
ounce and USD 20.76 per
ounce, respectively.
"Gold prices traded weak
with spot gold prices at
COMEX trading down at USD
1,815 per ounce on Thursday.
Gold prices are stuck in the
narrow range on mixed global
cues," said Tapan Patel, Senior
Analyst (Commodities) at
HDFC Securities.
PTI
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New Delhi: The Government's
total liabilities rose 3.74 per
cent to C133.22 lakh crore in
the March quarter from
C128.41 lakh crore in the three
months ended December 2021,
according to the latest public
debt management report.
In absolute terms, the total
liabilities, including liabilities
under the 'Public Account' of
the government, jumped to
C1,33,22,727 crore at the end of

March 31, 2022. As of
December 31, 2021, the total
liabilities stood at C1,28,41,996
crore.
The report released by the
finance ministry on Thursday
said public debt accounted for
92.28 per cent of the total outstanding liabilities at the end of
March.
It was at 91.60 per cent at
the end of December last year.
Further, the report said the

weighted average yield on primary issuances of dated securities showed an increase to
6.66 per cent in the fourth
quarter from 6.33 per cent in
the third quarter of the current
fiscal.
"The weighted average
maturity of issuances of dated
securities was also higher at
17.56 years in Q4 of FY22
(16.88 years in Q3 of FY22)”, it
said.
PTI
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New Delhi: German luxury
carmaker BMW on Thursday
said it has launched the '50
Jahre M Edition' of the BMW
6 Series in India priced at Rs
72.9 lakh (ex-showroom).
The limited edition model
has been launched to commemorate the 50th anniversary
of the BMW M GmbH, a subsidiary of BMW AG which
manufactures high-performance cars, the automaker
said in a statement.
Locally produced at company's Chennai plant, the
exclusive edition comes in a
petrol variant – the BMW 630i
M Sport.
Available in limited num-

bers only, this bespoke model
can be booked online via company's portal from Thursday
onwards, the automaker
stated.
BMW India had recently
announced that it will launch
10 units of '50 Jahre M Editions'
to celebrate its M sub-brand.
The BMW 6 Series executive sedan comes with the
practicality of a crossover and
the dynamics of a sports car,
the company noted.
The model comes with a 2litre petrol engine which generates maximum output of 258
hp enabling 0-100 kmph acceleration
in
just
6.5
seconds.
PTI
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Prannoy stuns world No. 4,
joins Sindhu in quarters
?C8Q :D0;0;D<?DA

wo-time Olympic medallist
P V Sindhu and Thomas
T
Cup star HS Prannoy secured
contrasting wins to enter the
quarterfinals of the Malaysia
Open Super 750 badminton
tournament here on Thursday.
Unseeded Prannoy, who
won all his matches during
India's historic Thomas Cup
triumph this year, registered
the biggest upset of the day
when he eliminated world No
4 Chou Tien Chen of Chinese
Taipei 21-15, 21-7 in contest
that lasted more than 30 minutes.
Fresh from his semifinal
finish at the Indonesia Open
last week, the 29-year-old was
a slow starter in both the
games. But once he gained his
ground, there was no stopping
the Indian, who sealed his lasteight passage with 12 points
on the trot.
The world No 21 Indian
will next face seventh seed
Jonatan Christie of Indonesia,
against whom his head-tohead record is 3-5.
Former world champion
Sindhu took some time to
adjust to the game of Thailand
youngster Phittayaporn
Chaiwan as the world No 7
Indian lost the opening game
before pulling off a 19-21, 219, 21-14 win in a 57-minute
duel.
Sindhu, seeded seventh,
will next face her nemesis Tai
Tzu Ying of Chinese Taipei,
against whom she has a lopsided 5-15 head-to-head
record including a string of
five losses on the trot.
Facing the Thai 21-yearold for the first time, Sindhu
took some time to assess her
opponent's deceptive style of
play.
Sindhu didn't let the opening game slip away and kept
things close before the 21year-old produced a straight
smash to pocket the first game.
Sindhu got her acts
together after the change of

ends and drew level, winning
the second with a breeze.
In the third game, the
youngster showed some fight
and held the fancied Indian
10-10, before she displayed the
best rally of the match to take
it 11-10 at interval.
A fine rally closer to the
net gave Sindhu a slender 1310 lead, before she made it 1814 and then sealed the contest.
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Parupalli Kashyap, however, failed to make the last-

eight round, going down to
Thailand's Kunlavut Vitidsarn
19-21, 10-21.
Meanwhile, men's doubles duo of Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty
gave a walkover to the local
pair of Goh Sze Fei and Nur
Izzuddin.
"Satwik pulled a muscle in
his core. He was better today
but not enough to play and
with Commonwealth Games
around, the coaches and physios advised him to not play.
Hence, Satwik-Chirah pulled
out," said an official.
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batsman Alex Carey.
"He (Green) batted beautifully," said Khawaja. "(It) took a
lot of courage the way he batted.
He came out and played a sweep
shot straight away. That's not

sman Khawaja on Thursday
praised Cameron Green for
U
handling the Sri Lankan spinners with aplomb after the two
batsmen helped Australia to a
101-run first innings lead on a
weather-hit day two of the opening Test.
Replying to Sri Lanka's 212
all out on the opening day, the
tourists reached 313 for eight
when bad light stopped play.
It was a bonus to get any
play at all after storms and ferocious winds had caused a stand
to collapse, with no injuries, and
delayed the start until the after-

noon. Skipper Pat Cummins, on
26, and Nathan Lyon, on eight,
were batting at close of play after
the tourists dominated the two
sessions on a turning pitch.

The left-handed Khawaja
made 71 before 23-year-old
Green, who top-scored with 77,
was involved in an attacking
stand of 84 with wicketkeeper-

easy. "That wicket is extremely
tough, it's one of the toughest I
have played on."
Khawaja, 35 and a veteran
of 49 Tests, said Green's game is
"well beyond where a lot of us

were on the sub-continent at
20".
"It's great, a lot of the things
we have learned as senior batters around the group. It's great
to see that knowledge being
passed on."

Ramesh Mendis removed
Carey for 45 to break the stand
and claimed his fourth wicket of
the innings when he trapped
Green lbw, finishing the day
with four for 107.
Mitchell Starc fell next to

debutant leg-spinner Jeffrey
Vandersay, who took two wickets, but Cummins smashed the
bowlers around in his 16-ball
blitz that included one four
and three sixes with the last one
going out of the ground.

